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.{iC::the past few years, issues ranging from immigration to 

;'ii'(lrin';'itiv~ action have dorninatcrl puhlie policy discussions First-Generation 
~¥gardin~ the evolving student hody in American higher 

~{Ilicatkin, However, one issue that has not received signil'ic,1I1t College Students 
·~:tu:,·,tion is the status of l'irst-,geileration students. These students, 

~~.i~~ ~re the l'irst in their r;lmil~es to particilKlte in educ;'ition heyond 
AR" F 'A ' : . lS1Flg . 0TC€ 111:· .' 1~€Pl€an:·hi'gh school, h:1Vc incn':;'ised their Fm.:scnce on C;'i1ll11uses 
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q~!~oughout the nation. Higher Educatioll:.':·' . 
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St(idies have shown that first-generation students often bee 


~l.islinctive challenges in their pursuit of a college degree; 


~{;I.ln.icting obligations and lack of preparation or sllPI)ort arc only 

': . 

'.~ .fe.w of the reasons they may l'ind it difficult to·he successful'·at.the·:,· 


h:l~~.tsec()nda[y level. As" the number,' ol;Jirst~gcnc"ation:studcnts," ciJrcling'. tOAht~ .L9.9L'9;3i'.,:N'aEiona i=,.Pi;istset.::oncla r~yi·StliclenL.':\id,;:·· 


l'i{'.highcr ed llca tiol1.'con tinues;to' grow:,. ihstitutions:are'.compc lied,,,, ... StndY';'·,JPRI'f,}xjmJtc.ly:::4S.%,:;oh'llb:stud~r.J,ts:,al.;cAII;stcg~m,er.ation:' . 


)c,' f'~mifiarize themselves with the uniclue characteristics of.these· .. Rrecise·: statistics" un: the"-number" oLsudE stlldel1ts;'.el1r.olh::c1':,'al~c, 

.'~~~;dents, The feclci-al government has also responded', as many.of. " rarely maintainecl-.hY,collcg<;:sin: the-L1 :5':, liur-many analysts'agree 

dj~sestl\( len ts face finan cia Lhanlships..and..100 k., to. fedc.ral.stllclcn.L·" .... . tlrat:: the"n1I mhcr....:is,.iriCl;ea.s ing,;as ...the" need:; fOl, .;)";,,011cgc..:degr.ee. 

a/d 'and (1)I)ortunityprograms for. Slll)l?orL. 

h~ .:. 'this brief, The Institute' fur. 
.. 
~lI~I"er Ecllication: Policy" exam"" .. 


"1e:~ .. the status of i'irst-genci-ation' 


st~~lcnts in 1)()stseC!lndary educa­


~icin' by identifying their common Whitc,nol1,HispaniC:. 


(·6·aracteri s tics, and :ci rcul11stan ces', _..' 


as ':well" as. exploring .. die.. cuJ:rcnt... 

" ': Bbck, non-Hispanic.
2h~llenges they f;'ice, Addition­

~!I y, the programs and SCI-vices 


iri~~'tituti{)ns and the governmen t 


l1a~c implemented ·to·'respond .. to 


thc.ir specific-needs arc reviewed':~ . 

Asian/PKifidslandcr,',. ;. 

Dt'lining.theFjrst~ 

'., .. GcncrationSturicnt American Indian/ Alaskan Natiye. 

Fir'st-generation students arc the 


l{;~~t 'ill their' families to attend a 
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