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‘thc past few years, issues ranging {from immigration to

nlhrmﬂtlvc action have dominated  public policy discussions

-%aldmg the evolving student body in  American |1|é|1(.r

ulucatlon However, one issue that has not received significant

'a: 'cntlon is the status of first-genceration students. These students,

\vho are the first in their families to participate in education beyond

l]th s(.lmol have increased  their presence on campuses

'oughout lhc nation.

Stil(lic% have shown that i'ir.s't-gcncrati(.)n students often face

(llstmctlvc dmll(,ngc in their pursuit of a colleuc clcngC'
(.onﬂlctmg obh&mons and lack of preparation or support arc only
4 few of the reasons they may find it difficult to-be successtulat thes.

tsecondary level. As the numbcr ol First:gcnemti()n-:s"r‘ud'cnts:;:-"

m hlghor cducationscontinuesito’ grow:, institutions-are: Compcllc(l e,

lglcnts. The federal government has also responded, as many.of.

thése students face tinancial-hardships.and look.to.federal student:.. .

dic and apportunity programs, for support:.
i R ?

his brict; The [nstitute- for.

i—hghc'r. Edueation: Poliey exams.
incs. the status of first-generation’
stuxlcnts in postsu,on(lary educa-
non by identitying their common
Lhilr"l(,t(.l‘l\tl(.s and:circumstances ...
as- \\'cll as. exploring .the. current... - -
ch’xllcngu they face. Addition-

'J” th(‘, programs an(l services

stitutions and the government
have implemented ‘to~respond-to

their specilic'needs are reviewed:.~
- Defining:the First:

Generation. Student

Fifst-gc11cratiox1 students are the
‘in thur families to attend a

postSLconclary- institution::

"o familiarize themselves with the unique-characteristics.of.these'. -

* thatthe.number

First-Generation:Studerits:

White, non-Hispanie: |
’Black‘,,non—HiSpanic“
Hispanicx
Asian/PacificIstander.|:

Aincrican Indian/Alaskan Natiye..

0% 20%

First- Generation

CoH{ege Students

A Rising Foree in-Ameriean-

Higher Education:

+:Nationals

cordings= towsthi: 1992

gstsecondary: Studént:
Stue Y APPrEX imatel 1}:%:;.%5,9./0.»75.@ Faalkesstudentssare~first: gencrations -

Precisc: statisticsz on.f thernumber: ofizsuchi studentseenrollediare.

~rarcly maintained-by colleges.in: the-U Sz, butmany analysts-agree

vingreasing-as-the-need-forazcoll @gc«.-' degroe.

becomes.more.essential:to. gerajob

40% 60% 30%
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