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CEDAR HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

3615 SUGARLOAF PARKWAY, LAWRENCEVILLE, GEORGIA 30044
, PHONE: (770} 962-5015
“ FAX: (678) 377-8980 DEBBIE ALLRED
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W ' ' ‘ ' SHEILA McCART

v Assistant Principal
Ny :
sCHOBLS : BEVERLY SMITH
. ., Assistant Principal
J. ALVIN WILBANKS » . February 20, 2000

SUPERINTENDENT

Dear M. President:

We are the students, staff and parents of Cedar Hill Elementary School in Lawrenceville, Georgia. It is with great pride that
we introduce ourselves to you this February in honor of President’s Day. Our students are well aware of the work that you do
in Washington to lead our nation into the next millennium. We wish to take this opportunity to let you know about Cedar Hill
~ and how we are preparing to lead the nation. With our exceptional staff, an active and supportive parent population, and 1065
of the finest children you’d ever want to meet, we believe that Cedar Hill Elementary School is producing some outstanding
“Future Stars of the Millennium.”

Our diverse and multicultural school is eleven years old and is located in suburban Gwinnett County, Georgia. We have nine
kindergarten and first grade classrooms; seven second and fifth; eight third and fourth; and five special needs classrooms. We
have 71 classroom teachers and 39 paraprofessional, office, custodial and cafeteria staff. Our comprehensive academic
program, cafled “Academic Knowledge and Skills,” was developed by the Gwinnett County Public School System to ensure
that all Gwinnett County students and teachers are held to the very highest academic standards. The AKS program dictates a
complete K-12 curriculum and periodic “Gateway” tests (in fourth, seventh, and tenth grades) to gauge whether or not the
curriculum is being learned by each individual student. As an indication of Cedar Hill’s strong academic preparation, our -
preliminary school data indicates a predicted passing rate of 98% of our fourth grade students We are extremely proud of our
“Future Stars” and faculty for their hard work in achieving this goal. "

Further academic proof that Cedar Hill is full of “Future Stars” is the fact that our students consistently score above the
national average on such tests as the Towa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS). For example, on our 1998 ITBS, our second graders
scored in the seventy fifth percentile in reading, the seventy-seventh in Language Arts, and the seventy-fourth in Math.
Closer to home, a quick check of our last ranking period’s Principal’s Honor Roll indicates 125 Cedar Hill students in grades
two through five received all 4’s. While we do not have an honor roll for our kindergarten and first graders, they too are
recognized for excellence in Perfect Attendence. We had 40 kindergarteners and 60 first graders receiving this honor last
quarter, Hooray for all of them! Qur children are working hard, and our test scores and honor roll reflect their efforts.

Aside from the established curriculum, there are various enrichment and extracurricular programs which are helping to prepare
our students for their roles as citizens of the world and leaders of the future. Cedar Hill offers a Focus program for gified
students.and the nationally recognized Odyssey of the Mind for fourth and fifth graders. We have a Continental Math League
with many first through fifth grade students involved in this problem-solving competition. There is a fully functioning and
ever-expanding Accelerated Reader program for all six grades, and our technology program would be the envy of many
schools, with a computer in every classroom and a fully integrated county-wide network. We have two cub scout packs with
approximately ten dens in each and several girl scout and brownie troops. Thanks to our counselors, students from third to
fifth grade can be trained as Peer Leaders, Bulldog Buddies, and Conflict Managers, and all our students participate in Red
Ribbon Week and the Mendez Peace-Able Place programs to promote drug awareness and conflict resolution. Also, we are
extremely proud of our fourth and fifth grade Student Council. This ambitious team of students pursues various civic
responsibilities within our school, They conduct our in-school paper recycling program, raise and lower the flag each day,
and lead the school in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance each morning. Additionally, they raise money through bake
sales and candy sales for such worthy projects as playground equipment, the painting of a beautiful mural in our school
hallway, and the purchase of computer disks for the Accelerated Reader program. Qur school benefits greatly from their
enthusiastic efforts. »

Parents at Cedar Hill are also very active, and they show their support in many different ways. Some choose to help in the
classroom or with specific events like our Kindergarten Fall Festival. Some occasionally meet their children for lunch during
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the school day, a terrific morale booster for both. Others attend events like Curriculum Night and Science Fair Night to
demonstrate their support. Many of our parents choose to join our Parent Teacher Association (PTA), which currently has
658 members. Our PTA supports the counselors in the coordination of such yearly events as a canned food drive at
Thanksgiving, a Gingerbread Boy/Girl Gift Tree at Christmas, and a school supply drive in the spring. They also organize two
“Family Fun” events during the year, staff the media center with a parent volunteer every weekday, host monthly “teacher
appreciation” days, and support an extensive cultural arts program and “Outdoor Classroom.”

BOOST deserves special mention, however. BOOST is a mentoring program organized by the counselors and the PTA which
pairs committed parent volunteers with children who may need extra time and attention, academically or otherwise. Currently,
there are 35 of these effective mentor relationships at Cedar Hill, a rewarding endeavor for those involved and an excellent
example of the civic mindedness of our parents. Their assistance with early intervention will make all the difference in the
world to some of these young lives. The efforts of our BOOST parents and all our school volunteers are appreciated not only
for the results they achieve but for the valuable example they set for our “Future Stars of the Millennium.”

Our faculty and administration are, of course, the determining factor in the success of our students. Qur principal, Debbie
Allred, has implemented a school development program based on noted educator John Goodlad’s work to ensure that the
entire school community--parents, students, and staff--are committed to the same ideals. A process has been established for
involving all three groups in determining academic goals and ways to achieve them. Thus, our dedicated teachers conduct
frequent grade level and committee meetings, and they pursue new instructional techniques and tools with enthusiasm. For
example, they have worked closely with Georgia State University (which in turn collaborates with Ohio State) to develop a
reading instructional program designed to have all our Cedar Hill students reading at or above grade level by the end of third
grade. This resource networking has assisted our faculty with dramatic results: in the spring of 1999, 97.4% of third graders
and 99.2% of fourth graders at Cedar Hill had achieved this goal. Such a successful reading instructional program doesn’t
begin to scratch the surface of the innovation our teachers continually introduce in their classrooms, everything from math
manipulatives to the Accelerated Reader Program to our newly founded “Writer’s Workshop.” We are fortunate to have such
a talented group of educators dedicated to our children’s success.

‘It must be mentioned that our teachers are a civic-minded group, as well. For the past three years, they have chosen to
participate in the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. Last year they raised over $9,000.00 for cancer research and
were one of the highest revenue generating groups in our county. ‘Their success in turn contributed to Gwinnett County being
one of the top fundraising groups in the nation. There are 92 staff members are enrolled to participate again this year. That’s
nearly 100% of our faculty, a remarkable achievement!

Cedar Hill Elementary is a school to be proud of, with so many factors working in favor of our children. We have outstanding
teachers, a forward-thinking administration, involved parents who lead by example, and most importantly, ambitious and
intelligent children who are working hard to achieve success. We are confident that we are providing them with the best
academic, social and civic preparation possible to become “Future Stars of the Millennium.” We are pleased to introduce
ourselves to you, Mr. President, as we are certain that sometimes you wonder what the future holds. Rest assured that with
students like ours at Cedar Hill the future holds great promise.

.Enclosed please find a “Cedar Hill Elementary -- Future Stars of the Millennium” tee shirt from our schoolwide spiritwear
program. Our students wear this shirt with pride, and we hope you will, too. We have also included a photograph of a
representative sample of our students and administration and signature pages from each and every classroom. Thank you for
your valuable time and attention to our letter and for any words of encouragement you may have for our outstanding group of
young people.

Sincerely,
The Students, Faculty and Parents of Cedar Hill Elementary School

cc: Sec. of Education Richard Riley
Governor Roy Barnes
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Mrs. Bawcum's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Lioi’s Kindergarten
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Mrs. Middleton’s Kindergarten

Mrs. Middleton's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:






Mrs. Neville’s Kindergarten

Mrs. Neville's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Pace’s Kindergarten .

Mrs. Pace's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
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Mrs. Strickland’s Kindergarten

Mrs. Strickland’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Ms. Tribble’s Kindergarten

Ms. Tribble’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectiully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Appling’s First Grade = -

ing's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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. Mrs. Beard’s First Grade

Mrs. Beard’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Ms. Davis’ First Grade

s proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millen

NOVSK_, letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Heuman’s First Grade

Mrs. Heuman's class pro dIngd HIIEImtyShI “Future Stars of the
Ml!ennium letter, and respectfully s bmt it to the President:
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Mrs Johnston’s First Grade

Mrs. Johnston's clas p dly igns Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the
Mi!len " letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Lang’s First Grade

Mrs. Lang’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Loy’s First Grade

Mrs. Loy's class pro dlyg Cd HIIEImtyShI “Future Stars of the Millen
letter espectfully submits it to the President:
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éa, ! 5 e é Mrs. Morgan’s First Grade ﬁjj
’ | Mrs. Morgan’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the .
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it {o the President:
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Mrs. Collins’ Second Grade -

Mrs. Collins’ class pro dlyg Cd HIIEIm tyShI Ft St of the Millen
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Mrs. Crowder’s_Second Grade -

Mrs. Crowder's class pro d|ngd Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
' Mllennium letter, and respectfully submits it to the President;
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Mrs. Kim’s Second Grade

Mrs. Kim's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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~ Mrs. Lyon’s Second Grade

Mrs. Lyon’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the'President: ‘




Mrs. Russell’s Second Grade

Mrs. Russell’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the

T\l‘\ sllen@um letter, and respectfully submits it to the President;
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Mrs. Willis’ Second Grade

Mrs. Willis’ class pro dly g s Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the Millennium”
dprybmtttthP sident: ‘
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Ms. Young’s Second Grade -

Ms. Young's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Bal.l’s\ MThird Grade

Mrs. Ball's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Mlllenn um”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President;




Mrs. Carley’s Third Grade

Mrs. Carley's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s * Future Stars of the Mnllenmum
letter, and respectfuliy submits it to the President: Cj‘\—ﬁ/t/



Mrs. Graybill’s Third Grade

Mrs. Graybill’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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| Ms. Langford’s Third Grade

MLgfd class proudly signs Cedar HIIEImtyShI Ft e Stars of the

T A
TOC/J MQ/C}'LOF Chandvo Sem
Brittany

Britany e, T S’m’
Lwlogn ™ Cassan deon Hw? T

Mitkene 5, “ﬂ V\e\,\\/\y

awin Gl encieﬂ n

San)1 T Kgv
| .%055 Costello
{ VSSO Zfzrbﬁ

‘CO\V"” Simpsh



Mrs. Lewis’ Third Grade

Mrs. Lewis' class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:

’\M
e

Jndrors Domal  Pnania oy Ameba (s



Mrs. VandenBerge’s Third Grade - m AN

erge’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary Schooli‘s “Futu
Millennium” letter , and respectfully submits it to the President:

.Ms.Vandanerge Ty \er. Ko.y |
An_ hony o | T&yLOr Lm_t |
Va S Ambai C.;\hw /V\ "lﬂ'
Junior AntafiKem ilson
09“ ;‘imh Robinson
ANgela BaweN Q f .
' Arielle Sabina
b Sl
s
o o

[ ]
B 4

Kes \‘ s



http:J""o,n.or

| Mrs. Williams’ Third Grade | '

Mrs. Williams' class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’'s “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Wolsoncroft’s' Third Grade

Mrs. Wolsoncroft's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
A o Mitlennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Allen’s Fourth Grade

Mrs. Allen’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Cordero’s Fourth Grade

Mrs. Cordero's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Fulgham’s Fourth Grade

Mrs.-Fulgham’s class proudly signs Cedar-Hill ‘Elementary School’s “Future Stars-of the
Mitlennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Hallback’s Fourth Grade

Mrs. Hallback’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:




- Ms. Miller’s Fourth Grade

Ms. Miller’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
ietter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Moore’s Fourth Grade

Mrs. Moore's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:




Ms. PemBrok’e’s Fourth Grade

Ms. Pembroke’s dass proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the
Millennium™ ietter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Strange’s Fourth Grade

Mrs. Strange's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the :
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mr. Cline’s Fifth Grade

Mr. Cline’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Davis’ Fifth Grade

Mrs. Davis’ class pro dlyg s Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Loyless’ Fifth Grade




Mrs. Matchette’s Fifth Grade

Mrs. Matchette's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the
Millennium” letter, and respectfully submits it to the President: -




Mrs. Purcell’s Fifth Grade

Mrs. Purcell's class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s ‘fFuture Stars of the
Millennium™ letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Terrell’s Fifth Grade

Mrs. Terrell’s class pro dlyg s Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
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Ms. Ray’s Class

~ Ms. Ray’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”
letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. Slade’s Class

Mrs.Slade’s class proudly si g s Cedar Hill Elementary School’s “Future Stars of the Millennium”

letter, and respectfully submits it to the President:
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Mrs. White’s Class

Mrs. White’s class proudly signs Cedar Hill Elementary School's “Future Stars of the Millennium”
" letter, and respectfully submits it to the President;:
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