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What Are New American High Schaols?
New American High Schools are pgepar‘mg all students
to meet the challenges of the 21st century They are
comumitted 1o achieving high academic standards for all
students, preparing all students for postsecondary
eclucation, and providing students opportunities o -
learn about and explore careers. They have high rates of
" aitendance and high school completion, increased = -
college enrollment and student achievement, They dlffer

: 1rom [radltlonal hlgh schools in many ways:

Vk \‘0 High Smndards They ha\ e cl ear standards‘ and hlgh
expectations for all students

- Small and Safe Envm)nments They create. small
sale learning envxronmems where studems feel :
connected to- the school and are known well and
:,upported by canng adul

: _‘O Teachers. Worl\mg Together They‘ha\’e weH :
prepared teachers and prowde tme for Leachers 0
_plan’and’ work togethel

) Strong Pnnc1pa1 Leaderslup They have prmc1pa
who' prowde strong effecuve Ieaders}up, md.who

mlpro‘vement

- & A Focus on Sludent Learnmg They focus on’
learning, not just on’eatning credits. They mal\e ‘)
, leammg relevam They help students undersland

© Technology to Enhance Achievement. They use
technology to expand access to information, enhance
instruction, manage schedules and analyze student
progress.

& Results Oriented. They use a wide variety of student
assessirients to ensure that students have mastered
their subjects. They use student assessment and
evaluation data to continually improve instruction,
staff development, management, and organization
with the central goal of increasing student ’
achievement. '

& Strong Partnerships. They cultivate strong
partnerships with parents, middle schools,
postsecondary institutions, community leaders, and
employers.

Why Do We Need New
American High Schools?

Reports from the National Center for
Education Staristics show that many
students are not receiving the
academic preparation needed to
succeed in college and the

“knowledge-based economy of the

21st Century.

& More than 20% of young Americans between the
ages of 18-25 do not graduate from high school.
& Of the high school graduates who go on to college,

half drop out by the end of their sophomore year

To succeed in the Information Age, students

‘need to be:

O Knowledgeable, with a high level of academic skills
© Effective communicators, thinkers and
problem-solvers

: 0 Ab e to apply knowledge and skills effecuve ly-in-

wo1k famﬂy and ¢ community
& Able 1o réason, understand and analyze mformauon
O Technologjcally competent
& Continuous learners

WhatIs the New Ameriean . -
High School Initiative? '

The Deparunent of Education launched the New
American High School Initiative in 1996. In coordination
with Blue Ribbon Schools, the department recognizes
outstanding high schools that are committed to high
standards for all students and have achieved excellent
results. The initiative showcases schools that represent the
broad range of high schools in the country:
comprehensive high schools, magnet schools, redesigned
vocational-technical schools, charter schools, theme
schools, pilot schools and alternative schools semno the
needs of at-risk youth.

As part of the initiative, the department provides
information and technical
assistance, conducts research
and evaluations, and promotes
standards-based reform efforts.




How Can Your School ora School in
Your Community Become a New
American High School !

Schools compete to become New American High
Schools. Schools must supply compeiling evidence
indicating that they have undertaken standards-based,
locally Hriven reform efforts that positively affect key
mdlcatpr: of'schoo! improverent and student success.
Documerniation rust include;

& Increases in student achjevement o
3 Increases-in student enrollmem at postsecondarv

institutions - . :
< Incre'ises in studem attendance .
o Reducmons i studem dropout mtes

1f you are’ m{erestadl 1 le
dates of compem]ons a‘copy of the 1pphcauon case
- SU.ldlCS of successfu schools research fmdmgs on’ hlgh

: 5.14300 USA-LEARN

aethe Bé'neﬁtszof Betomlnq
ANewAmen(an quh School?-

Sc:hoo]s that bec me New Amencan ngh Schools

Access Our Resources and Products:

Call 1-800-USA-LEARN 1o receive:

& Applications (package also available on our web site)

& New American High Schools: Schools at the Leading
Edge of Reform

€ Aiming High: Strategies to Promote High Standards

@ In Their Own Words: Students and Educators Talk
about What Matters

© Key High School Reform Strategies: An Overview of
Research Findings

€3 New American High Schools Video

2 A list of New American High Schools that you can
contact directly to discuss strategies that work.

Visit Qur Website

© Web Site: wwwed.gov/offices’ OVAE/Mmahs

2 Virtual Tours: New American High Schools Up
Close - CD-ROM video on the Department of
Education’s home page at www.ed.gov.

NEW AMERICAN
HIGH SCHOOLS

0.8, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION .
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