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'v..... ~ President Clinton and Vice President Gore introduced a strategy ofhigher standards and accountability that is 

'\J ri beginning to payoff. Reading and math scores are up at all levels, college entrance scores are' up and more 
.." students are heading to college. African-Americans and women have made particularly impressive gains over 
~Y the past eight years. ' 
~;~--~------------------------------------~ ,.., 

Higher Reading and Math Scores at All Levels 	 , 
• 	 Average reading scores increased for EtwQ€Qts.in grades 4,8, and 12 between 1994-98. For eighth 

graders, the national average score was higher in 1998 than in 1994 and 1992. (NAEP 1998 Reading 
Report Card]' " ' 

• 	 Students' scores on the NAEP mathematics scale have also increased for all three grades measured. 
, Scores were hi h' than in 1992 f~r all three rades and hi her in 1992 than in 1990. The 
national average scaled score for fourth graders in 1996 was 224, an increase of 11 points over the j'
national average for 1990. The average for eighth graders in 1996 was 272, an increase of 9 points 

, over 1990; and the average score for twelfth graders,Jwas 304, an increase of 10points over 1990. 
[NAEP 1996 Mathematics Report Card] . .;.-- ,_. 

Students AreTaking Tougher Classes And Aiming Higher ~, 
• 	 In 1998,55 percent of graduating high school seniors tooka core curriculum (4 years of English, 3 

years each of social studies, science and math): In 1990, just 38 percent did. [NCES High School 

Transcript Study, ~999] . /// h~~1C"" ~-H'l' " 
• 	 The number of students taking AP exams increased~ 784,mrO Ill~9.· fn 1995 only 476,000 took 

AP tests. [The College Board, 8/31/99; 8/22/96] The AdministratIon's Advanced Placement Initiative 
provides help to pay fees and provide classroom materials that has encouraged 92,000 low-income 
students to take AP exams siilce 1998 and will assist 80,000 more this year. [Dept. of Education, 
Challenging the Status Quo] 

College Entrance Scores Are Up 
• 	 1998 SAT math scores were the highest in 27 years. Verbal scores were the highest in 10 years, 

and have increased 5 points since 1992. Combined SAT scores have increased by 15 points since 
'92. [The College Board, 9/1/98; 8/31/99]. 

• 	 Average ACT scores have also increased significantly over the past seven years after remaining' 
virtually flat between 1980-92. [ACT,8117/99). 

Fewer Dropouts 
• 	 The percentage of students who drop out of high school fell from 5.3 percent in 1994 to 4.6 percent 

in 1997. The largest improveme!lts came among African American and lower-income students. 
[NCES, The Condition ofEducation: 1999, p. 110), 

• 	 The percen, tage of young adults who have completed hig~ school is the highest level e.ver rep~orted. ")
fT,oday, 88.1 perce~t of 25-29 year olds'graduated from hIgh schooL The number has 1\1creased ~ 
\.!rom 86.3 percent III 1992. (NCES, The Condition of Education: 1998] \ l\. t u.~~ \ t'¥1' ~'b h;~ , 

. ' , . ~~cJcQ \~~ 
More Students Are Going To College ' ... ' 
.. Between 1992-97, the percentage of high school graduates going to college increased from 61.9 

percent to 67.0 percEmt. The percentage of African American graduates going to college has 
increased by 12 points since 1992 and is now at its highest point ever. ·~ow-income students are 
also much more likely to attend college. Today 50.6 percent oflow-income graduates go on to 
college. In 1992, just 43.6 percent did. [NCES, The Condition of Education: 1999, p. 128] 
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Raising Achievement of All Students 
• 	 Reading scores of9-year-olds in the highest-poverty schools, where over .75% of students qualify 

for free or reduced-price lunch, rose by nearly one grade level on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) between 1992 and 1996. 

• 	 Math scores of9-year-olds in the highest-poverty schools rose by one grade level between 1992 
and 1996. 

• 	 Over the last 10 years, SAT test scores for co llege-bound African American students have 
increased by a total of 13 points. [The College Board, 8/31199] The gaps in test scores between African 
American and white elementary and secondary students have also closed slightly in Math, Science 
and Reading. [NCES, The Condition ofEducation 1999, p. 2] 



Dollars to Classrooms 


I President Clinton and Vice President Gore have taken successful steps to improve efficiency in the 
Department ofEducation. Today 99 percent offunds for major education programs are distributed to 
states, the Department is doing more with fewer personnel and thousands ofpages ofpaperwork and 
regulations have.been eliminated. 

f\. )tver 90 Percent of Federal Dollars to Local Districts . 
\ \ • A 1999 GAO study found that 99 percent of appropriations for 10 major education programs are 
. .' distributed to states. And 94 percent of these funds are distributed to local agencies. [GAO, Federal 

Education Funding, Allocation to State and Local Agencies for 10 Programs, 9/99] 

Fewer Education Department Employees 
• 	 Despite the fact that President Clinton and Vice President Gore have increased the federal 

government's commitment to education, there are 142 fewer Department of Education staffthis 
year than there were in 1992. [Dept. of Education FY2001 Budget Summary] , 

Eliminating Regulations and Unnecessary Programs 
• 	 Since President Clinton and Vice President Gore took office, 65 programs totaling $625 million 

have been eliminated or consolIdated. The U.S. Department of Education has eliminated 39 percent 
of departmental regulations totaling 923 pages. [Testimony of Under Secretary Marshall Smith, 4/9/97] 

Reforms Saving Billions of D!>llars 
• 	 In 1990, the student loan default rate was 22.4 percent. Under the Clinton-Gore administration, the. 

default rate has been cut every year, and is now a record low 8.8 percent. [5-year Report Card on 
American Education, February 2000] ( 

• 	 Collections of defaulted student loans have tripled under the Clinton-Gore Administration, to $3.0 
billion in FY1999. [Dept of Education, FY200lBudget Request, www.ed.gov] 

• The Direct StudentLoan Program has saved taxpayers an estimated $4 billion since 1993. [Dept of 
/ Education, Challenging the Status Quo, pAl] , 

• 	 Federal subsidies for banks and guaranty agencies have been pared down, saving taxpayers an 
additional $1.6 billion. [Dept off;ducation, Challenging the Status Quo, pAl] 

Easing the Paperwork Burden 
• 	 In 1994, President Clinton signed the ESEA Reauthorization Act, which eliminated two-thirds of 

regulations governing federal elementary and secondary education programs. As part of these 
reforms, states are allowed to submit a single form. This has resulted in elimination of 85 percent 
of the paperwork requirements. [Statement of Deputy Secretary Marshall Smith, 12/6/99] 

More State Flexibility than Ever Before 
• 	 Since 1993, the Department has approved 478 w~ivers of regulations for states. [Waiver Fact Sheet, 

512000, www.ed.gov] In 1999, President Clinton signed the Education Flexibility Partnership Act, 
which allows all states with strong accountability safeguards the opportunity to waive many federal 
requirements in order to achieve results of local improvement plans. [Ed-Flex Fact Sheet, 6/28/00, 
www.ed.gov] 

http:www.ed.gov
http:www.ed.gov
http:www.ed.gov


Discipline and School Violence 

I From day one, President Clinton and Vice President Gore have taken a tough stance against youth 
violence. They have adopted a zero tolerance policy against weapons in schools, and challenged 
states to adopt policies to improve order and safety in classrooms, including adopting school uniforms, 

. enforcing truancy laws and imposing curfews. Although serious problems still exist across the country, . 
crime in schools has dropped by more than one-third under The Clinton-Gore Administration. 

School Violence Rates Drop 
• 	 School crime has decreased by more than one-third under President Clinton and Vice President 

. Gore. 	In 1993', there were 155 school-related crimes per lOOO students. The rate had dropped to 
102 per 1000 in 1997. [U.S. Dept of Justice, 1999 Annual Report on School Safety] 

• 	 The number of students carrying a weapon to school and students getting in fights at school has 
also dropped significantly since 1993. Serious crime dropped for the seventh year in a row, the 
longest continuous decline in nearly 40 years. [U.S. Dept of Justice, 1999 Annual Report on School Safety] 

. • 	 An upward trend in drug use had been stopped and drug use an10ng teenage students has decreased 
or remained flat for three straight years. [Monitoring the Future Survey 1992-1999] 

Zero Tolerance for Guns and Weapons 
• President Clinton and Vice President Gore fought for passage of the Gun Free Schools Act,which 
~ \. requires the expulsion of students caught bringing weapons to schools. In the act's first two years, 
~earIy 10,000 students were expelled for weapons violations. [U.S. Dept. of Education, Report on State 

Implementation of the Gun-Free Schools Act, 1997-98] 
• The percentage of high school students who carried a weapon to school dropped from 12 to 9 

percent between 1993-97. [Dept. of EducatIon! Dept. of Justice, Annual Report on School Safety 1999] 

Encouraging Tougher Student Discipline Policies 
• 	 . President Clinton and Vice President Gore have encouraged schools to adopt school uniform and 

dress code policies and urged communities to enforce truancy laws and impose curfews. 

More Police Officers in Schools 
• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have designated $250 million in community policing 

grants to fund over 2,250 police officers to work in schools. [Dept. of Justice, Community Oriented 
Policing Services, www.usdoj.gov/cops/] . 

After-School and Summer-School Opportunities Reduce Crime . 
• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have provided funding for 7,700 after school and 

summer programs that serve 2.5 million students. Not only do these programs give students a safe 
place to improve skills necessary to meet tough academic standards, but they also have lowered 
crime rates in areas where after-school programs have been implemented. [Dept of Education, 
Challenging the Status Quo, p.32] 

www.usdoj.gov/cops


Quality Teachers in Every Classroom 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore are helping communities hire 100,000 quality teachers in 
school districts across the country. They have drastically increased federal efforts to attract quality 
teachers to high-need schools and are improving teacher training, pay and working to increase the 
respect for the teaching profession; They are also working to expand professional development for 
teachers, expanding the nUlnber ofboard certified teachers and have proposed requiring more 
secondary school teachers to have degrees in the subjects they teach. 

Largest teacher training and recruitment effort ever 
• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have launched the largest investment in teacher hiring 

and training ever. In 1998, the adrriinistration won funding to start hiring 100,000 new quality 
teachers over six years. Since then President Clinton and Vice President Gore have secured a total 
of $2.5 billion toward their goal and expect to hGe'49:0~hers by the end ofFY2000. [Dept of 
Education, Challenging the Status Quo, p.32; Dept. ofEd~~, F~Budget Summary,www.ed.gov]] 

• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have nearly doubled funding for teacher quality and 
recruitment programs. In 1993, the fedenil government spent just $435 million to train and recruit 
quality teachers. In 1999, President Clinton fought for and secured $793 million. The 
administration's 2001 budget proposal would increase this to $1 billion annually. [FY2001 Budget, 
pAS] 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Administration is working to enact laws that would reduce the number of 
teachers who teach outside their area of expertise. Today, 88 percent of science and 82 percent of 
math teachers in secondary schools had a major or minor in the area they taught. In 1993, 18 
percent of science teachers and 23 percent of math teachers were teaching outside of their field of 
expertise. [NCES, Teacher Quality: A Report on the Preparations and Qualifications ofPublic School Teachers, 
111999]. 

Professional Development and Board Certification 
• 	 ~resid.ent Clinton and Vice President Gore have encouraged pr~fessional board....~~~~Ra.t~!.l anrl\. L.... 

hcensmg of teachers and launched state grants to encourage a ngorous processqaigfierWucat1:"'~~~ 
Amendments of 1998]. There are currently 4,804 teachers certified by the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. Thirty-eight states and 169 local school districts offer a variety of 
incentives, including fee support for candidates and salary increases for certified teachers. [NBPTS 
Release, 6/1/2000, www,nbpts,org]. 

• 	 In order to educate students for the digital economy, teachers need to be computer literate and 
trained to integrate technology into the classroom. President Clinton and Vice President Gore have 
launched grants that are training 400,000 teachers to use technology in th;~c1Jssroo~. [OMB, 
FY2001 Budget, p.46] ~.Mt . 

• 	The Clinton-Gore Administration implemente ' roops to Teacher program to encourage 
former military personnel to become teachers. So r 3,600 teachers it chools in all 50 states and 
almost 2,000 school districts. [DANTES, Troops to Teachers atus Report, 3/3012000] President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore have requested $25 million in funding for 2001 to substantially 
increase this proven pool of teaching talent and expand the successful concept to other mid-career 
professionals. [OMB, FY2001 Budget, pAS] 

I 

Standards and Accountability in Teacher Training 
• 	 The 1998 Higher Education Act signed by President Clinton holds states and teacher education 

programs accountable for preparing skilled teachers, and encouraging alternate ways for qualified 
professionals to enter the teaching profession. President Clinton and Vice President Gore have also 
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introduced annual report cards on teacher training, licensing and certification in each state. [Dept. of 
Education, Improving Teather Quality, Recruitment, and Preparation, www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/heatqp/tqp.sum.html] 

Hiring Quality Teachers Where They Are Needed Most J 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Administration's Class Size Reduction Initiative targets funds to high poverty 
communities, where the need for high quality teachers is the greatest, by distri~uting 80 percent of 
its funds on the basis of the number ofpoor children in each district. [Dept. of Education, Local Success 
Stories: Reducing Class Size, 11/99]· 	 . 

• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have launched the American Indian Teacher Corps to 
attract 1,000 new; high quality teachers to American Indian and Alaska native schools. They have 
nearly doubled funding for bilingual and English as a Second Language education and have 
requested funds to train 8,000 tutors to help students with limited English skills excel academically. 
[OMB, FY 2001 Budget,pp. 43, 236J . 

www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/heatqp/tqp.sum.html
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Expanding College Opportunity 

Recognizing that a college education is more important to success in today's economy than ever 
before. President Clinton and Vice President Gore have enacted the largest expansion ofcollege 
opportunity since the GI Bill was passed in 1944. They have drastically increased thefederal 
investment in student aid, resuiting in an increase in the number ofstudents receiving aid,enrolling in 
college, and the number ofstudents preparingfor college. 

Opening the Doors of College to All Americans 
• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore have enacted the largest expansion of college 

opportunity for Americans since the GI Bill. The Clinton-Gore Administration proposed and. 
initiated the HOPE Scholarship and Lifetime Learning Tax Credits. These two programs provide 
tax credits worth a total of $6.8 billion to 10 million families. The Administration has expanded 
participation in the work study program, so that 1 million students can work their way through 
school. They also created AmeriCorps, which has helped 150,000 students earn money for college 
through community service. [OMB, FY200t Budget] 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore Administration created the Direct Lending program, which has made borrowing 
money for college cheaper and easier, saving students and their families over $8 billion and saving 
taxpayers more than $5 billion since 1993. Direct lending has reduced pap~rwork and fees for 
students and costs to the federal government. The Administration has also cut student loan interest 
rates and origination fees for all students, saving students more than $8 billion. And Clinton-Gore 
economic policies have kept interest rates low, reducing college costs for students taking out loans 
by and estimated $200 per year. [Dept of Education, Challenging the Status Quo; WhiteHouse Fact Sheet, 
1/27/00] 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have increased the maximum Pell Grant award by • 
$1,000, and proposed an additional $200 increase next year. a.etwren 1993-aflclI999, the- . 
JJ,lax:-i.ffium-Rell Grant awar.d-has-increasect-s'ltghttylaster ttran-the~al:t@-ef-GeHegc tHitiel1 a~d tees.~ 

glufing-tl1e prey.iel:ls-adm±~.lege tuitiOH-flfld fees incr easecl rrtttefi Cfl::lisk;.er thaD the 
maximunLEell Grant.. [Dept. of Education, Pell Grant Year-End Report, 1998-99;.GMB, FY 2001 Budget; Dept. 
of Education, ~st-0f..Edii'cation Statistics, Table 317] . . . 

• 	 This Administration has greatly expanded the availability of student aid. More than 2.5 million 
more students receive some sort of federal grant, loan or work-study assistance today than in 1992, 
and this number does not include the 10 million families taking advantage of HOPE Scholarships 
and Lifetime Learning Tax Credits. [OMB, FY200l Budget Appendix, p. 369; FY1994 Budget Appendix] 

More Students Going to College 
• 	 As a result ofPresident Clinton and Vice President Gore's efforts, more high school graduates are 

going directly to college today than ever before. In 1998, 66 percent of high school graduates went 
directly to college .. This translates into an estimated 1.6 million students, or more than 200,000 
more than went directly to college in 1992. [Condition of Education 2000 Table 32-1] 

• 	 Particularly impressive gains have been made ainong low-income students and African-Americans. 
The percentage of high school graduates going directly to college has increased from 44 percent in 
1992 to more than 50 percent in 1997 among low-income families and from 50 percent in 1992 to 
62 percent in 1998 among African American students. [Condition of Education 2000 Tables 32-1, 32~3] 
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Preparing Students for College Early 
• 	 In 1998, President Clinton and Vice Presi t Gore created GEAR-UP to encourage students to 

begin planning for college as early si 11 ade. Research shows that students taking challenging 
courses in middle school are much mo 1 ely to succeed in high school and go on to college. The 
program will benefit more than 750,000 students. [Dept. of Education, GEAR-UP FY2001 Funding 
Infonnation, www.ed.gov/gearup] 

• . ,The Administration has also expanded the TRIO programs, a network of eight initiatives designed 
to help low-income, first-generation college, and disabled individuals achieve academic success 
beginning in middle school, throughout college, and into graduate school. Since 1993, funding for 
the programs has increased from $388 million to $645 million, and TRIO programs now offer 
services to 730,000 students. [Dept of Education, Challenging the Status Quo] 

. .. 	 ~. ~) 
• 	 The numbe of students taking Advanced Placement exams increased~ 704,000 in 19~ In 1995 

only 476, 00 took AP tests. [The College Board, 8/31/99; 8/22/96] The Administration's Advanced 
Placement Initiative provides help to pay fees and provide classroom materials that has encouraged 
92,000 low-income students to take AP exams since 1998 and will assist 80,000 more this year. 
[Dept. of Education, Challenging the Status Quo] 

www.ed.gov/gearup


Standards and Accountability 

, President Clinton and Vice President Gore have led the movement for higher standards and accountability for 
all students. They have helped states set high education standards and are workingfor the right type of 
accountability that demands results and rewards progress: . 

Crucial Leadership Set High Standards· . , M,+\ f4;~\"""; 
• 	 In 1994, President Clinton and Vice President Gore fought for/a~d won passage of Goals 2000 and 

. 	 the Improving America's Schools Act. These two successfuyhave been crucial in helping states 
develop challenging curriculums and set high performance standards. Today, 49 states require 
students to meet tough standards in cote subjects, and 48 states test reading and mathematics skills 
in elementary, middle and high school. [1999 National Education Summit). 
~ According to Republican Gov. Tommy Thompson, Goals 2000 "changed the face ofeducation 

as we know it." [letter to Michael Cohen, senior advisor to Secretary Riley, 9/18/95] 

~ 	A comprehensive General Accounting Office survey found that, "Almost all state and local 
officials said Goals 2000 funds provided valuable assistance to education reform efforts at both 
the state and locallewils and that, without this funding, some reform efforts either would not 
have been accomplished or would not have been accomplished as quickly." [GAO, Goals 2000 
Flexible Funding Supports State and Local Education Reform, November 1998] 

High Standards for All Students 
• 	 The Clinton-Gore Administration also passed significant education reforms that require states 

. receiving Title I funds to ensure that all students are held to the same high standards, ending the 
practice of relegating poor children to a watered-down curriculum and remedial classes. [1994 ESEA 
Reauthorization]. Today, 11 million low-income students in l3,000 school districts benefit from 
higher expectations and- a challenging curriculum geared to higher standards. [Dept. of Education, 
Challengingthe Status Quo 1993-2000,5/00, p. 4] 

Holding Schools Accountable for Results 
• 	 President Clinton and Vice President Gore dedicated $l34 million in Title I funds to an 

accountability fund that is giving low-performing schools the tools to improve' performance. The 
Administration has requested $250 million for the fund next year. [Dept. of Education, Challenging the 
Status Quo 1993-2000,5/00, p. 4;'OMB, FY2001 Budget, pA2] 

• 	 The Clinton-Gore administration is now fighting for legislation that will require states and districts 
to identify schools with the lowest achievement results and tum them around. lithe districts fail to 
achieve results, the ;J;.eJ;poQsiate:'"school staf~an be fired or the school could be shut down and 
students transferred to other public schools in the district. [Educational Excellence for All Children Act] 
Currently, only 19 states have systems to identify low-performing schools and just 16 have systems 
to hold schools accouptable. [1999 National Education Summit]. 

How Standards and Accountability Transformed Head Start 
• 	 When President Clinton and Vice President Gore took office, Head Start served too few children, 

and programs were not required to meet quality or performance standards. Bipartisan legislation 
signed by President Clinton in 1994 not only expanded Head Start, but reformed it to guarantee 
that providers meet standards for facilities, teachers, class size and.1earning. T~ose programs that 
couldn't meet the standards would lose their funding. Since 1993, 150 grantees have been closed 
while more than 200 identified as seriously deficient have turned their programs around. 
Meanwhile, the Clinton-Gore Administration has dedicated $800 million for quality improvements 
to.make sure that Head Start programs meet basic standards. And the Head Start curriculum now 
stresses development. [HHS, Improving Head Start: A Success Story, 6116/2000] 
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Investing in Proven Initiatives 


~r=--~--~----~~--~~~-=--~------~~~~~--~------~~~----~~-----,
.\) Pres.ident Clinton and Vice President Gore have not only doubled federal resources for education and training, 
\ but they have focused federal resources on proven initiatives that work. 

'-" 
'\jsmaller Classes and Quality Teachers: Research proves that smaller class size leads to significant 

lasting gains in reading, math and science. T.!;le Administration's effort to hire 100,000 teachers in the 
early grades has added 29,000 teachers, providing smaller classes for 1.7 . Class size 
in gra es -3 has droppe rom 23 to 18 students in ~s taking advantage of grapts. IDept. of 
Education, Local Success Stories, Reducing Class Size, 11/99]. ~k~ r~J'4 
Public School Choice: Public school choice increases parental involvement and accountability, anw. 
encourages innovation. The number ofcharter schools in the country has increased from one t01,700 
during the Clinton-Gore Administration, with the federal government providing nearly $400 million in 
total support. Today, more than 250,000 students are enrolled in charter schools in 39 states. [U.S. 

Dept. of Education, The State ofChal1er Schools, 2000]. The Administration has also expanded the Magnet 
schools program from 2,400 to 5,200 schools serving 1.5 million students, expanding access to high
quality programs in math, science, technology and arts. [Dept. of Education, Challenging the Status Quo 1993
2000,S/00,p.21] . 

After-School and Summer School: Extended learning time has been shown to improve reading and 
math scores and provides additional opportunities for parents to'become involved in their childrens' 
education. In some areas, it has also been shown to reduce juvenile crime. President Clinton and Vice 
President Gore launched the 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative in 1997. Today, the 
program provides after-school and summer school opportunities for 850,000 students. The 
Administration would expand this program to 10,000 schools and 2.5 million students. [Dept. of 
Education, Challenging the Status Quo 1993-2000,5/00, pp. 12,32; FY2001 Budget, p.61] 

Ending Social Promotion: bur schools do students a disservice when they graduate them without the 
knowledge and skills necessary to perform in college or the workforce. In 1996, President Clinton 
challenged all states to end social promotion the right way, by giving all children the support they need 
to meet high standards. Today, 27 states have high-school exit exams, compared with just lOin 1992. 
[1999 National Education Summit Briefing Book, p.8). The Administration has also proposed the Education 
Accountability Act, which would require all states to erid social prorriotion, and their FY2001 Budget 
would provide the tools necessary to make sure all students have the chance to meet high standards by 
significantly expanding after-school and summer school opportunities. [Educational Accountability Acy of 
1999, FY 2001 Budgetp.61] 

Technology in the Classroom: Today 78 percent of teachers receive training in using technology in 
the classroom, up from 51 percent in 1994. Internet access has grown from 4 percent of classrooms in 
1994 to 65 percent in 1999, with 100 percent of schools expected to be wired by the end of2000. And 
the Vice-President's E-rate program has provided access for 1 million classrooms and libraries. 

Safe Schools: The Clinton-Gore Administration has relied on proven discipline and prevention 
methods to discourage violence in schools. The COPS community policing initiative has p'rovided 
2,250 officers for schools. [Dept. of Justice, Community Oriented Policing Services, www.usdoj.gov/cops/]. 

President Clinton and Vice President Gore encouraged the use of school uniforms and succeeded in 
passing zero tolerance laws that in the first two years has resulted in the expulsion ofnearly 10,000 
students who brought weapons to schools. [U.S, Dept. of Education, Report on State Implementation of the Gun

Free Schools Act, 1997-98] These initiatives have worked: The school crime rate has dropped by one-third 

www.usdoj.gov/cops
http:Budgetp.61
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• 

since 1993 and far fewer students report bringing weapons to school. [u.s. Dept of Justice, 1999 Annual 
Report on School Safety] 

Expanding and Improving Head Start: Thirty-five years of study and experience with Head Start 
has demonstrated that low-income children who participated were less likely to be held back in school 
or to be placed in special education classes and more likely to succeed in school and to graduate. 
[Council of Economic Advisers, Educating America: An Investment in our Future, 9195] The Clinton-Gore 
Administration has enacted the largest expansion ofHead Start ever, including expanding participation 
by over 200,000 children, extending Head Start to an all-day, full-year preschool program, and creating 
Early Head Start for children under three and pregnant women. President Clinton and Vice President 
Gore have also implemented far-reaching quality improvements including mandatory quality and 
performance standards, professional development and a reading and math skills curriculum. [HHS, 
Improving Head Start: A Success Story, 6/16/2000] . 


