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| MEMORANDUM FOR CARRIE STREET

‘ SUBJECT CONGRESSIONAL SCHEDULING REQUESTS

, July 2000
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FROM: LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 0 - o AR

)

(

() Senator Daniel Akaka recommends that the President hold a srgmng ceremony to celebrate the

passage of HR 4040 the Long Term Care Secunty Act. Legislative Affairs keeps pendmg

@ Senators Barbara Mikulski, Max Cleland and Charles Grassley recommend that the President
hold a signing ceremony to celebrate the passage of HR 4040 the Long Term Care Secunty Act.
Legislative Affalrs keeps pendmg o .
L : t
3) Representattve Henry Waxman requests the President schedule a sxgmng ceremony for The

, Long Term Care Secunty Act. Leg1slat1ve Affairs keeps pendmg

accept.

!

(4) Senator J ohn Breaux requests that the Pre31dent meet with a constltuent to discuss the
possibility of funding for a Mmonty Busmess Development Center in North Loulsmna Legislative

Affairs has no reason to accept
i '1

- (5) Senator Sam Brownback the United States Helsinki Comm1551on and the NCSJ (the former

National Conference on Soviet Jewry) request that the President attend an evemng reception,
Celebrating a Decade of Freedom, to celebrate the ten year anmversary of the peak of exodus of

- Soviet Jews to Israel. Leglslattve Affaxrs defers to NSC

‘ (6) Senator Mary Landneu requests that the Presrdent mclude Rabbi Ed Cohen of the Temple Sinai
.in New Orleans in the Breakfast for Rehgrous Leaders Rabbi Cohen has attended in the past..

Legrslattve Affarrs defers to Socral Ofﬁce

@) Senator Barbara Mikulski requests that the Presrdent attend the Inaugural People—to-People A
Conference between the Unitéd States and India on September 15, 2000. The theme of the
conference is "Cultlvatmg Multrfaceted Indo-US Partnershrps " Legmlatwe Affarrs has no reason to

(8) Senator Patt‘yMurray writes to encou’rag‘e the President to host an event in September to
promote the Student Pledge Agamst Gun Violence. Leglslatlve Affairs defers to DPC.

C)) Senator J ack Reed writes on behalf of Steve Rattner, an alumnus of Brown University, who
would like the President to address the institution before the end of his presidency. He also notes

i



- the Brown University is the only Ivy League institution that the President has not had the

opportunity to address. Legislative Affairs has no reason to accept. '

(10) Senator Paul Sarbanes writes to urge the President to accept the invitation to be the honored

guest and featured speaker at the Catocin Center for Regional Studies regional history conferenee

Millennium Crossroads: A Conference on 'the history of Mid-Maryland on Friday September 29,
and Saturday September 30. Legislative Affarrs has no'reason to accept.

(11) Representatxve Ackerman writes-on behalf of V1shnu Joshu who requests a meeting with the
President to discuss the need for further U. S. assistance to continue. the protection of ammal lifd, -

‘ Legtslatrve Affairs has no reason to accept v

oy

. (12) Representatlve Joseph Crowley wrrtes to invite the President to be the specral guest at his

fundraiser for re-election in New York or Washmgton D C. this September Leglslanve Affairs
defers to Pohtlcal Affan's & OPL. * : , .

(13) Representatxve Ed Pastor requests that the Presrdent invite the 2000 NCAA Dmsxon 1’
Women's Golf Champions, the Lady erdcats from the UnlverSIty of Arizona, ‘to the White House :
Legislative Affarrs defers to OPL o ;

August2000 R

!

(14) Senator J eff Bmgaman requests that the Presrdent attend the SADD Leaderslnp Sumrmt in

New Mexwo Legrslatrve Affarrs has no reason to. accept

(15) Senator chhard H. Bryan requests that the Presrdent attends his rettrement party September 21 ‘
ﬁom 6- 8p m. Leglslatlve Affairs keeps pendmg (*may need to ask other ofﬁcxals to attend) '

“» (16),Senator Pete Domenici requests that the Presrdent recogmze Dr Charles DeLisi and the -
Department of Energy for their human genome work Leglslatlve Affairs defers to OSTP

(17) Senator Richard J. Durbm requests that the Congressronal Medal of Honor Ceremony be

| . moved up in.its- date to. aecommodate Andrew Jackson. Smith's 92-year-old daughter who will
_receive the award for ]:um Legrslatlve Affairs keeps pendmg-we Wﬂl do: schedulmg proposal

t

(18) Senator Frank Laugtenberg requests that the Presrdent attend a specral event entitled "Say.

Them Loud and Clear Lest We Forget" at Roosevelt School in New J ersey Legislative Affarrs has
no reason to accept k
(19) Senator Barbara Mrkulskt requests that the Presrdent speak at the Catoctm Center for Regional -
Studies at Frederick Community College on the topic of the significance of Camp David.
Leglslattve Affalrs has no reason to accept-we have sent a regret letter. -

(20) Representatlve Gary Ackerman requests that the Presrdent speak at the Long Island

Assoma‘aon Leglslatlve Affalrs has no reason to accept



2n Representatitfe Gary Ackerman 'requests that the President meet with His Divine Holiness o
Pramuk! Swami Maharah on or before October 28, 2000. Legislative Affairs sent in a scheduhng
proposal for this on August 2,2000 (along w/ NSC). Please keep pendmg

(22) Representatlve Joseph Crowley, requests that Ms. Geraldme Chapey be thought of for future

- education related events or committees. Legislative Affairs defers to Social Office (keep pending). -

- Legislative Affairs also requests to forward to DPC for a real person suggestion for educatlon
events. , :

(23) Representatrve Danny Da\us requests that the President participate in the Pubhc Policy Tc@vn
Hall Meeting of Elected Officials on August 3 Thls is past due-please regret

- (24 Representatwe Danny Davis requests; that the Pre51dent attend an event being held at the
Frederick Douglass National Historic Site to receive the distinguished Frederick Douglass Human
nghts Award. Legislative Affairs defers to Ofﬁce of One America & OPL.

_(25) Representative R. DeLaurao invites the Pres.ldent to the Greater New Haven Business and .
Professional Assocxatlon for their 35th anrrrversary celebranon Legislative Aﬁ"arrs defers to OPL. -

(26) Representatives J. Dunn and J Tanner request to meet with the President regardmg HR. 8, the
Death Tax Elimination Act. Past date—Kay Casstevens is calling Rep Tanner.

(27) Representative Mark Foley requests that the President honor Serena and Venus Williams at the
White House Legrslatrve Affairs has no reason to accept

(28) Representatlve Jim Gibbons and J enmfer Dunn request that there be an. ofﬁmal 51gn1ng
Ceremony for H.R. 3591 that awards the Congressional Gold Medal to Former President and First
Lady, Ronald and Nancy Reagan. President Clinton signed this legislative on July 27, 2000
Leglslatlve Affairs has no reason to accept-please regret (date past) :

(29) Representatrve Maunce Hmchey requests the Presrdent to attend his re—electlon campaigh as k
his special guest to be held i in Washington'i n September or October Legrslatrve Affalrs defers to
Pohtlcal Affairs. . o

S ,
(3 0) Representatlve J ohn LaFalce invites the Pre31dent to join the Nlagara Falls C1ty School District
in celebrating the opening of the new Niagara Falls High School in Niagara Falls, NY the weekend
of September 1-4, 2000 Leglslatrve Affarrs has'no reason to accept (date past).

(1) Representatrve Tom Lantos requests the Pre51dent to meet w1th Dr. Kalolarne Loselea :
. Naufahu, Pat Luce, and June Pouesi of the National Office of Samoan Affairs to thank him for his
 Presidential Commission of Asian Pacific Islanders and for his last Mandate/Act, as President, to
separate Asian from Paciﬁc Islanders. Legislativ'e Affairs defers to NSC :

(32) Representatlve Carrie P. Meek requests that the Pre51dent speak at the Annual Congressmnal

Classroom event. Leglslatlve Affarrs has'no reason to accept.
o

¢
b

; .
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(33) Representatlve Brad Sherman and Howard Berman invite the Presuient to be honored by the
Pacific Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation League at a dinner/dance on December 10, 2000.
Leglslatlve Affaxrs has no reason to accept

" (34) Representatlve Tom Udall requests that his constituent Siri Smgh Sahib Bhai Sahib Harbhajan
- Singh Khalsa Yogiji and his wife Inderjit Bibiji Katir be extended an invitation to attend the State
Dinner at the White House for Indian Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee on September 17, 2000.

- Legislative Affairs defers to OPL and theiSocial Ofﬁce

s
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The President k
The White House
Washington, DC 20500 .

Dear Mr. Presiderit: |

Knowing of your interest in educanon 1 Wanted to brmg to your attention a
distinguished champion for education and our children. I'have had the honor of knowing
and working w1th Ms. Geraldine Chapey since my time in the New York State Assembly

Ms. Chapey is extremely mterested m becommg involved in the federal
examination of education curricula and standards. I am contacting you to ask you to keep -
Ms. Chapey in mind should you be hosting any conferences or events at the Whlte House
relating to the issue of education standards. ‘

; Ican perSonally vouch for hér expertise on this issue. In addition, I believe she
-would be a fine addition to any federal task force or committee on education. I have
included her Cumcula Vitae for your perusal «

Pleas'e do not hesitate to cont‘act me if you have any questions regardihg Ms.
Chapey’s credentials. I would apprecxate you keepmg her mn mind for future education
related events. : : :



http://www.h~use.g0v.!Crowley
mailto:write2joecrowley@mail.house,gov

DR. GERALDINE CHAPEY

P6/(b)(6)

i

i . 5

- Dr. Geraldine Chapey, a tenured full professor of psychology at
K:ngsborough Community College/CUNY, is an educational leader with a wide
range of administrative and teaching experience. Dr. Chapey earned a doctorate F
in management and labor relations: at Rutgers Umversﬁy

Dr. Chapey'’s s Ieadershsp skrlls were clearly demonstrated by her electlon
and re-election for over twenty years to a variety of administrative and policy
making positions in the PSC/CUNY including nine years as one of the four
principal city-wide officers. The officers responsibilities included establishing -
personnel policies; negotiating and implementing collective bargaining
agreements; financial analyses and planning; authorization of fiscal expenditures;
long range financial projections; supervision and review of the elections and
credentials committee, the committee for part time instructional staff, the
committee for librarians, the Iegrslatlve and Iobbymg committee; estabhshrng and

.supervising ofﬁcxal publlca’aons

, Leadershlp in the area of ﬁnance was demonstrated by Dr. Chapey’s .

. serving on the Federal Credit Union Board of Directors for nine years where she
served as vice president for six years. During this time the assets of the credit
union increased to over $26 million; The Board of Directors responsibilities
encompassed strategic planning, d|rect supervision and the monitoring of the
implementation of a fiscal plan to: manage and invest the funds, increase the
asséts; authorize the operating expenses; develop and approve university wide
publicity and advertising campargns promote and increase membership and
determine the financial services to be made available to the members through

the credit union. ! :

Dr. Chapey s managenal competence was. e\ndenced dunng the five years '
that she served as the director of a.career development program at KCC with
responsibility for fiscal, academic-and administrative supervision. Fiscal v
- management included establishing ‘budgets, directing fiscal analysis, planning
and control, and projecting long range fiscal operations. Academic management
included registration, counseling, programming, recruiting and selecting '
personnel, staff development, grantsmanship, public relations and evaluation.
Administrative management refers to the selection and supervision of campus
. and on-site facilities. This program was designed to serve diverse multlcultural
students of all socioeconomic levels advantaged and dlsadvantaged



P

"Dr. Chapey has published extensively in.the areas of psychology,
management and labor relations and education. For six years, Dr. Chapey
served as the editor of the national refereed journal, Leadersh_gp in Education.
- During the last decade she has been a weekly co ummst in commumty several
newspapers. : .

' i‘t.

In recognition of her admlmst‘ratwe talents Dr. Chapey was appointed by  ,
the Governor to the NYS Department of Mental Health Advrsory Council at ’
Creedmoor Hospital.- Because of Dr. Chapey’s expertise in management and
- labor relations, the New York State Senate appointed her to the New York State
Labor Department Committee on Employment and Unemployment Dr. Chapey
demonstrated a continued commitment to standards.and. quality education while
she served as a reglonal coordinator for the NYS Mentoring Program. Dr.
Chapey was recognized for her visionary leadership by the Association of
Teachers when they selected her as the Teacher of the Year. Papal honors
- were bestowed upon her when she was appointed as a Dame in the Sovereign

~-Military Order of the Knights and Dames of Malta. In addition, Cardinal O’Connor
recognized her outstanding service by elevating her to the position of |
’ Commander in the Knights and Ladles of the Holy Sepulchre '

" Dr. Chapey was the founder' and is the chalrperson of the commumty
based Trinity Senior Services, an organization that raises money to provide
services for-1500 seniors. She has also served for nine years as a member of
the Board of Outreach Project, a rehabilitation program for children ages eight to
sixteen, with alcohol and drug problems. Dr Chapey was recently appointed the -
treasurer of the Outreach Board. ,

‘ Because of her. SIQmﬁcant achlevements Dr. Chapey has been invited to .
speak at international and national pmfessuonal conferences throughout the
United States and internationally in-Brazil, Hong Kong, Austna and lreland.

!

'
)
|
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NATION AL PTA WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

1090 Vermont Avenue, NW ‘ " 330 North Wabash Avenue
1897 - 1998 Suite 1200 Suite 2100

Washington, DC- 20005-4905 Chicago, IL 60611-3690

1-888-4-ALL-KDS (425-5537) (312) 670-6782

e-mail: info@pta.org Pax: (312) 670-6783 |

Phone: 202/289-6790 - hitp://WWW PTA.ORG

Fax: 202/289-6791

FACSIMILE

Date: September 13, 2000

- Number of pages including cover sheet:

From:

To:

Kendra Brook Susan Nogan ,
White House National PTA - Washington, DC
Phone? 456-5228 Phone:

202/ 289-6790 BXT: 204

* Fax phone;  456-5581

REMARKS: [J Urgent XK For yQur}e\;iéw ] Vli;:ply ASAP ] Please comment

Confirming I wil} attend fomorrow’s meeting regarding Internet filtering at 1:00 pm. Thanks!

{
i

CLINTON L IBRARY PHOTOCOPRPY
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Andrew Shen- New number is| P6/(b)(6)

Not in but I left a message

Jerry Berman- o
In a meeting but I left a message

Emily Sheketoff- V
Out of town but finding a relacment

Leslie Harris- :
Confirmed she will be here

- “\‘\\\}f
. Greg Nojeim-  \\*

Wrong number

P6/(b)(6)
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‘SEP.13.2808  5:47PM LESLIE HARRIS & ASSOCIATES ' NO.815 P.2

To: Josh Beck
Pr; Leslie Harris |

Re: Security Information for 1pm meeting Tommorrow on filtering

land my DOB is[Pei(6)) | Thanks.

My social security number is

CL INTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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Latino influx boosts number of US

immigrants to all-time high

By Cindy Roudriguez, Globe §tuf‘f. 9/12/2000
- 1 o . :

T en percent of those living in the United States are foreign bom,
the majority of them from Latin America, representing The
highest wave of immigrants in US history, accordmg to census data to

be relea‘;ed today. |

It means that about 5 percent of the US population hails from Latin
America, a rising trend that § e\pecled to continue lor decade\

Call it further evidence ot the so-called "browning of /\mcrlca While
immigration {rom Curopc has slowed. it's been qunckl» Srowing among
those from ML\!C() ( entral America, and Asia. :

But as Latinos arrive they are finding the prospects of goed-paying jobs
bleak. unlike their Europcan counterparts 30 years ago. It has
sociologists and worker's yrlghts organizations wondermg it theeyele of
poverty that ensnared \/Ie\acan farmworkers in California in the past
century. will be as bad for Guaternalan day laborers, Brazilian
landscapers, and Dominican housc cleaners.

!
|

“It's hard to pull oneselt up by bootsiraps when working in a hotel or

cleaning houses,” said Jason Pramas, associate director for the
Campaign on Contingent Work. an advocacy organization based in
Boston's Chinatown. “There aren’t better-payving jobs they can aspire

" 1

1O. |

| .
Among forcign-bern residents. Latin Americans had the highest
poverty rate, 24 percent, comparcd to 12 percent of Asians and 11
percent of Europeans. acwrdmv to the Census’s Current Population”
Reports. which is based on a 1999 sampling survey.

Just 6.2 percent of the workers who arrived from Mexico and Central

. i . N B .
America, for examr ple, were in managerial or professional specialty
occupations. compared to] 38.9 percent of Asians.

) i
"Latinos arriving 1a the US don't have the Kind of education that allows
them to penetrate the hu_hcr paying job market,” said Miren Uriarte.
interim dircctor of the Mauricio Gaston Institute for Latino Community
Development and Public Policy at the University ot Massachusetts in
Boston. "You are talking about a large number of Latinos who only
have the option of working in the scrvice sector. cleaning at hotels.
working in restaurants. [Upegs them at a very low wage.”

Page HB1
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working in restauants. It% pegs them at a very low wage.”

The survey counted 26.4 million foreign-born Americans. the highest
number in the nat:on’s history. They accounted for 9.7 percent of the
nation's population in 1999 Of thdt number, 51 percent arrived from
Latin America, 27 percem from Asia, 16 percent from FEurope, and 6
percent from other.areas of the world.

"America saw the highest | percemage of foreign-bom Americans in

1910. when 14.7 percent of the US population arrived from elsewhere.
But since the population itself was small. the number of foreign-born
Americans was 12.5 million.

Back then, most of the immigrants arrived from Europe. Immigration

steadily increased until 1930. when the Depression and World War [1
slowed i immigration. [t continued to slow uritil 1970, when the US

markcd the smallest pereentage of foreign-bormn Amcncam 9.7 percent.

Changing. 1mmnomtnon p()llL) opened the doors 1o Latin Amex ica.
According to the 1990 Census, 42.5. percent of the foreign-born
popu]dtxon arrived from Latin America. Now, itis 51 percent. Asiang
now represent 27 percentjof the immigrants, up from 235 percent 10
years ago. The percentage of Europeans among immigrants has fallen
to 16 percent of the total, 'comparcd to 22 percent in 1990, the Census
figures show. :

Just as other lmmls.rdnh were exploited in factories, quarries. and

sweatshops. immiyrants nom Central America, the Caribbean. and

Southeast Asia arc tinding themselves fighting similar problems in

restauraints, construction sites, and on farms.

Corporations have circumlx cnted the gains made by labor unions.
primarily by using temporary workers. outside contractors and by
moving factories cver seas.

'Since many immigrants are mired in low pay, low-skill jobs, many tend

to work two jobs ¢r more! leaving them little time to take English’
classes. said Lawrence H. Fuchs. protussor of American Civilization
and Politics at Brandeis Um\ crsity.

"The more [dn"udt’.t, problems pargnts have, the higher the dropout
rates for their children.” hc said. "One factor affects the other.”

This story ran on page All of thc Bos:on Globe on 9/12/2()()(1
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The Wall Street Journal/New England

Health: > o
New Englanders' Cancer Risk

-

New Englanders have a higher incidence of melatlwoma. breast and prostate cancer than the rest of the U.S.

That's one conclusion researchers draw from a study of cancer rates by HC1A-Sachs, an Evanston, lil.,

health-carc-information company. The study calculated the incidence rates of six different types of

-+ breast, colorectal, fcukemia, lung, melanoma ar%ld prostate -- in New England for 1999.

s
H
|

The company used three sources: a database from
sex.
New England had 94 out of 100,000 pcop'e diagnpsed with breast cancer, compared with 86 in the

For colorectal, the rate was 73 cases, compared with 64 for the nation. The melanoma rate was 26,

The higher-than-average incidence of breast cancer results from a number of factors, says Beverly

cancers

the National Cancer Insutute, state tumor registries and
hcalth-care claims. The data are weighted to com;rcn'sate for any overreprcsentations of certain ages and

LS.
while

_ the country's average stood at 21, The region was iabout average for lung and prostate cancer, and leukemia.

- . - . . - . .
Rockhill. instructor of medicine at Harvard Medical Scheol in Beston. For example, the region has a high
concentration of educated, working women who delay childbearing, she says. And women who have

children later in life have higher risk of breast cancer.

Rhode Island had the region's highest breast-cancer rate, at 113 out of every 100,000; Massachusctts came
next at 97. According to a study by the Massachusetts Department of Health, in 1998 the majonty of births
in the state were to women over 30 years ¢ld. And in the 1990s the fastcst-growing group of woemen having

babics were those over 40 years.

¢
{

1

Many studies indicate that women who take post-menopausal hormones are at greater risk, says Ms.

Rockhill. She speculates the region's higher rate may also stem in part from a higher concentration

women of Ashkenazi Jewish descent, who are believed to have a higher risk of the cancer.

Robert Smith, dircetor of screcning for the American Cancer Socicty in Atlanta, points out that the
increased risk isn't great enough to caution women about their reproductive decisions later in life,

should they dwell on it after the fact,” he says. |
|

of

“hor

As with breast cancer in New England, the highest rutes of colorectal cancer coming out of the region are
in Rhode [sland, where there are 823 new diagnoses out of 100,000 people; and Massachusetts. with 80 new

diagnoses. The lowest comies from New Hampshire, at 57.

G 1372000 7B aM
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What's more, both men and women of higher socmeconomic levels have higher incidence rates because
they arc getting screencd more often.

’*Highcr screening rates usually mean higher obstT‘rved incidence ratcs of cancer,” says Ms. Rockhill.
) !
1
She adds the doctor-patient ratio is also a contrib}xting factor. According to American Medical Assoclation
statistics provided by the Census Bureau, there were 344 physicians in Connecticut in 1997 per 100,000
residents and 402 in Massachusetts, comypared with the U.S average of 245.

Other types of cancer in New England showed less disparity. The rate of leukemia in the rcgién was on par
with the rest of the country, with 12 new cases out of 100,000 people. The high was the Bay State at 14, the
low was New Hampshire at 10.
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HEADLINE: W.Va. may soon face shortage of doctors

Charleston Gazette - 09/12/2000

The Associated Press

(Copyright 2000)

West Virginia may soon face a doctor shortage as more physicians retire and fewer prospective students
seek a medical school education. </FD:"Lead’]> The state trend mirrors what's occurring nationally.
Researchers blame burdensome paperwork and insurance regulations, a booming economy that gives
students a broader array of choices and medical school debt that averages $90,000.

In the past six years, 300 doctors in West Virginia have retired, a drop of 5.8 percent. Currcatly, 5,251
physicians hold active licenses, compared with 5.575in 1994,

C‘ompmmdms_ the problc:m arc fewer new pthluanb The state Medical Board 1ssued 391 medlcal
licenses last year, down from 433 in 1997, a Charleston ncwspaper reported Monday.

.

"Think back 10 years how much joy thore was in practicing medicine,” said Dr. Leonard Simmons. a
podiatrist and vice president of the Medical B?ard '

Dr. S. Kenneth WolfL an ear, nose and throat épecialist who gave up private practice two years ago to
join the staff at the Huntington Veterans Administration Hospual agreed. "It's a lot less fun today,” he
said.

Prospective medical students also see trouble and are avoiding the profession. Applications at West
Virginia and Marshall universities’ medical b(,hOOi have dropped by 40 percent in recent years.

At WVU's School of Medicine. applications iull from 1.386 in 1991 to 838 this year, said spokesman
Bill Case. Some of the decline isduc to a pohw that favors local residents and a push to discourage
out-ot-state applications. '

Al Marshall. applications fell from a record hmh of 1,504 in 1994 10 893 this year. Marshall als
discourages out-of-state applications.
. But fewer residents are seeking to enrol., l‘romI a highof'3

spokeswoman Bev McCoy. |
i

|

West Virginia, where the median age is 38.9 - the oldest in the nation - may not casily aftord a shortage
of phyvsicians. More than 15 percent of West Virginians, 272,896 residents, are older than 63, according
to the LS Censys Burean.

39 applicants in 1996 to 259 this year. said
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. __Howtowoo
- Hispanic voters

%y Ricardo Reyes Jr

| finally know how the prettiest girl in school feels
when the two most popular boys compete for her af-|
Tections. I'm flattered, almost embarrassed. But hon- |

Bstly, | love being courted, especiaily because these |-

boys aren't just the most popular in school, but in the
Wwhole country. After all, who would have thouzht that
the two major candidates for president of the United
States would vie for the Hispanic vote? .

" Sure, Al Gore looked silly with a Mexican scmbrero
sitting atop that overjoyed grin he often wears; but he
proved that he likes Latin cooking by devouring a
grande helping of tacos.

George W, Bush’s Hispanic nephew, George P, pep-
pers his lines with Spanish as he urges me to trust his
uncle. George W. even punctuated his acceptance
speech, indeed, the whole Repubtican National Con-
vention, with a Ricky Martin tune,

What's a Latino to do?

1 have no illusions, |
realize that theirs is a
fleeting attraction; once
my heart is committed.
they will move on, But:
while I have their atten-.|
tion, 1 have a ccuple of
suggestions.

First, look past ‘the:
stereotypes. Yes. many |
Chicanos and Pu2rto Ri-
cans vote Democratic,
and Cubans tend toward
conservatism, but most
naturalized citizens and
second-generation

By Ezabern wing. USA TODAY  Americans have- yet to

decide. .

- Second, forget the Catholic caricature. Republicans
wondder why Hispanics don't naturally vote for the
party that claims the moral high ground. Give us some ,
credit. Latin Americans, even those of great hith, do
not automatically swoon for anyone who clims to
empathize. We look to our church for moral gridance,
not pelitical leaders.

Voting clout

The projected number
of LS. residents of
Hispanic origin:

. Year " Millions of
residents

Sourct: LS. Censiug Buccdu

Politica) pickup lines

There are, however, lines that will tickle my fancy:
» Promise me you won't meddle. As we continue to
Improve our economic situation, Hispanics, like all
other hard-working Americans, increasingly are con-
cerned about keeping mbre of the money we work so

~ hard to earn.

» Offer me opportunity before equality. Wise poli-
ticians realize that Hispanics are not only becoming a
strong political force but also — and perhaps more im-
‘portantly — a powerful economic force,

» [f you want to win my heart, increase immigra-
tion. There is no room for flowery rhetoric here. Most
Latin immigrants only have the training to perdorm
low-skilled jobs, but the upcoming congressional dis-
pute over high-tech visas will undoubtedly unfurl into
a general immigration debate.

» Whisper about education. According to the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics, in 1892 Hispanic
students at age 13 were, on average, about two years

. behind in math and reading, and about four years be-

hind in science. The education system, not our chil-
dren, is the problem. As a 1996 report by a presi-
dential advisory commission on the subject notes,
“critical masses of Latino students are segregated into
inadequate schools.”

Poor schools not immigrants’ fault

- But instead of working for solutions, politicians have
resorted to demagoguery. In the debate over Proposi-
tion 187, California Republicans shamefully used the
immigrant community as a whipping boy to deflect
blame over the abysmal quality of state schools. if all
illegal immigrants disappeared tomorrow, the govern-
ment-run school system still would be a filure,
" Instead, offer Hispanics — indeed, all Americans —
the ability to choose the best schools and prof
possible. | assure you, we will fisten, Tax credits that let
parents decide where their children will learn benefit
Hispanics directly and indirectly. :

Latin American political leaders are clingy, bossy, in-
trusive types who believe they know how to run my
affairs. They're not my type. Give me room to raise my
family the way | see fit. Let me work, and let me keep
more of the money that | earn.

Then, maybe, we can talk about making a long-term
commitment.
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Study Lays Out Costs of Get

The New York Times - 09/13/2000
By NINA BERNSTEIN -
¢. 2000 New York Times Company

Carol Withams did not need an economic stu

ting By in City

dy to prove that her $24.000-a-year job as an administrative

assistant could not support three children in 1 New York. even whcn squeend into a onc-bedroom,

$600-a-month apartment in the Bronx.

"By the time [ paid my car payments ard my

A
car insurance and some bills. | was broke.” said Ms.

2 B 0 : t ™ : . ‘ | N > n
Williams, a widow. "Most of the time we were scrambling 1o buy food.

There was nothing wrong with her budgeting

skills. Though the federal gov ernment says poverty in New

York City officially ends at $14.150 for a household of three -- just as it does in Brool\lyn Miss.. or
Manhattan, Kan. -- Ms. Williams and many residents like her have found that getting by takes tens of

thousands-of dollars more.

In fact. according to a study that scrutirized bastc family expenses in the five boroughs. mecting

barc-bones needs in the city costs two 5 five
with children.

times more than the national poverty levels for tamilies

As a working parent in the Bronx with “hree

children, for example, Ms. Williams would need $38.088 to

cover a no-[tills budget for housing. child care, food. taxes, health care, transportation and other basic
out-of-pocket costs, cven after tax credits, au:mdmu to the study. The :,tud\ 1s to be released today by its
local sponsors. the Women's Center for Fducation and Career \dv‘umemem the New York Communm

Trust and the United Way of New York City.

In Queens. Robbin Davis often helps feed hcri family by bringing in lefltovers from the lunches she
prepares for the clderly for $7 an hour at a settlement house. [n that borough, an adult with a preschooler

and a school-age child needs a full-time jobp

aying $22.18 an hour. or $46.836 a year. to be

sclf-suflicient. And in the southern half of Manhattan, the same Idmlly would nced $74.232. without
budgeting a dime for a movic or a restaurant meal. Given that the city's median income is $30. 600 for a
household of three people. a substantial propomon of families here clearly have to scramble to make

ends mect.

I
|

At a time when work is expected to serve as New York's main antipoverty program. the study highlights
the gap between wages that dxsqual!fv vsorking parents from public subsidies and the income they need

to be independent, termed the "sclf-suff cienc

y 5mndard The study is part of a nationwide project to

assess how much income is enough for tammcs to meet their needs on their own.

~ T'he same methodology has found similar g gaps in 13 other states and major metropolitan areas. but only
‘San IFrancisco 1s more expensive than New York City for families across the board. said Diana Pearce.
the University of Washington sociologist w ho supervises the national project.

An examination of cOStg in conmties aeroce N

aw Varl Ktare alen hoina roloaced taday Fraind 1hat asoan
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