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February 4, 2000 

Mr. Michael Casserly 

Executive Director 

Council of Great City Schools 

Suite 702 , 

1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20004' 


Dear Mike: 

Thanks your letter and the copy of ItClos 
the Achievement Gaps in Urban Schools: A Survey 'of 
Academic Progress and Promising Practices in the 
Great City Schools. It I appreciate learning your 
findings on improving academic performance in urban 
schools, and I have forwarded'the materials ,to 
members my staff in the Domestic Policy Council 
for review. 

As we continue our efforts to give all children 
the high-quality education they deserve, I look 
forward to your ongoing involvement. Best wishes 
for coming year. 

, Sincerely I BlU. tutnO~ 
BC/CKS/DDA/DC/ckb-ckb (Corres. #7079116) 

(l.casserly.m.doc~)____--------___ 
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. Dear .Mr: .Pr~side~t: "}, . 

'.. ',",: . ' 

Enblos~d please.find' a ~9PY of Closing the Achievement Gaps in' .urbanS~hools.~ A·.' 
" Surviy :ofAcariemicProgl#s. tl,ndp,romising Practices in the 'Great C,iiy'Schpo4. . This:... ,., . 

prelirriiriary'report--isthe first'iit ~. number of initiatives: developed, QY the Natiimt:tl 
, T tisk Fotc~ .on" Closing Acht~ement (;~psin Urbtln SChoo{s;' The repot.thighlight~ what '. 
many o(us already know.~ the:disparides' in student achievemen'ta~e 'too' ¥ti<:k a~d" 

. tob few urban distriCts' hciv,e m9ved~a:ggressiv~ly :eijOtlgh'Oh thiscriti6tlthallerige. 
" . 

.The report~ howc;ver, lays out,Yefy:detail~d.data: on· a mimber.~rurb!l:n school .. 
districts across thecountiy .that are m:J.kingsigriificant progress. It. also ai1110tates . 
many of the . mostimpottant strategies 'that urban. schoQlsare using.rojain. more .' 
momentum in :this area: This report, while the first in a seriesofSteps, is d(!signed to .'. 

stimulate discussipnarrlong urban schQof'distrkts about how we 'can Hlakea more •.. 
: positive dIfference forstuden'tswho have stoo~too often at the back' ofsoc~ety'diri'e·.·
.of priprities. . .,...'. '.' 

" ," . Convened- by the'C~uncil ~oj ~heGrea'iCitY: Schqo/s, the, Tas* 'F~r.ce$ piiinaiy .' 
',,' "pufpQs~' £01: initiating this'res~arch "was.to'pr~vide.membei: Pis.trlcts 'and'others:'~" 

... jineresteu in urban education with. a' common. foundation for which to engage in' ",
< ,.. <discussions' about strat~gi~s to improve the educa~ion '9f ~his ~atio~'s youth., We ',' ',' ,; 
, .. ;'.;'h9pe ih'Hj'o~ fin'q~~is report both. stiri:lulatingand inf<;>rinative.' " ' ' " 

. ": ,:~..' P,lease: dOrio{~esi~ate'to"cal!- ifyou ~ave~d>qu~~tio~~ or. iff ,~ay~b~ ~df f~rth~r', ....... . 

:,' assistance., Addi1:i6hally, the ftilL report ,may be found .on' t~eCoundl's<web'~site:' ., ". 
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