Ledles \émcé ({é%
- WM
D‘QSCV\?““O W

Avy "Q/\\,V\f) éo oam! )/fvmmff;

% .

cw* e

Al (oLl Yoy,

Joes Qo Telyfi 1 GollTraw

(oL Phsci Pl w o

Wovrwed by = - MTM

( .
~ U

e 0‘?/&q/55

| UN\P.C{\J{' * | 1 |
Lomaent® Mm@m %
| M/Vw

i
3
i
'
i

1
M
|

1!:
]’qét é ? !




Thig copy may neither be transférred to'a third pasty nor copicdior published wi ien 650 NW g
o Phigcapy may neither be transferred to'a thivd party nor copicdior published without wmicn ‘ . ;
A

S - Eye y . o . t . S t‘! .
-, =Permission from the “Central Archives for the History of the Jewish Pegple”, Jerusalem (bl Eile NO -
& thenss N e S LR ;gf'?g i
2 % ¥ ik ) y £ LS .??‘»,,;‘l

e
i



. This copy may neliher be transferred to a tlnrd party nor copied or, pubhshed wn.hout wmten i
- ‘permission from the “Central Archxves for the Hxstory of the Jewnsh People?’ / Jerus

L

‘AMI‘:,RICAN JOINT

Koy

FUROPEAN BXHCOUTIVE
COUNCIL

St T

uary, 1947; "

Paris Letter Yo, 1930.

. - Toy AJD,C, New Yoﬁk.”f

8 member of the Iewish Agency
Thls letter is selff ¢

i

i
1

R We would very much like'itoy
as to the manner- in’ which the’boo :
and-under what asaurancea to‘th anm'
business, inc}uding the

&

Pl

0

'ﬂewwuﬂ

'uSYWhat the- anewe

[

'  ‘ Herbert Ka%zki
Se‘retar

HK/fc

Encl H

va
"W



http:Ip.nlllmlp.rn

Thi ithes . T

. Fel‘:lics(;?gnu;‘fgn?i:: irCZe :rariinw '0 a third party nor copied or published without wn%in o

L ntra ‘ . s, TR ‘written o SN
s __otives fot the History of the Jewish People”, Jerusalem || ile No.. S

s e ‘ﬂ% i
4% et ':‘,_‘?‘g ;
¥

ihe
Horc




JOERE s L PP
P RS N




_Phis copy miay ncither be transferred (o athird party nor copicd or published without written

Vol S ; ' i

~ permission from the “Central Archives for the Hist'éry of the Jewishi ?!‘gzoplc", Jerusalem File No.:w;%/} \”(
- . - i - T

HEADOUARERS

JEWISH RESHTUTK)N SUCCEQSOR ORGAhHZAT(DN'
APOé?éA A ) o u.s, ARMY'

; . 24 Jamary 1949 N

MEMORANDUM Turnover:of Culﬁural Propqrty to JCR f) 3 j:\“¥¥;$“v;'?“
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 On January 21 a conference was called by OMGUS to discuss the final

;.‘.‘)I“

~disposition of Jewlsh cultural nroperties;held by Military Government.

~ grounds. il

o

missions as prescribed in MGR 19-401 -405. 4) we understood that a

The Chieéef of the Reparstions and. Reqtitu%ion Branch acted as chairman end -
the meeting was attended by all the MG personnel who had been dealing with ..

the problem and Seuvl Kagen and myself fo%.the JCR and JRSO.

OMGUS has recelved the approval of tﬁe‘State Departmentfto turn the

‘materials over to JCR, provided books which came from the Baltic countries i

(about 26,000 volumes) be kept in one unit so that they may be turned over P
to suech comntries should the State Deparbiment agree to do so within the = - ‘
next year. The State Department is pxquntly considering whether Baltic .
claims will be recognizéd and ik is DOSQﬂble that a definite, decision will 7

be reached before a yenr has elapsed, o ' Ce '

l

A ronph draft cf'an greement vAas prenarea embodying the terms for
the trancsfer (see inc. 1) A basie digarraemeut existed concerning who
was to bear the expenses involved in storﬁge, packing, -shipping etc. oL
OlGUS maintained that this should be boqne by the JCR whereas we pointed . - . ..
out that 1) the Germans were responsible! e looting it in the first place .
and. therefore should pay at least the costs within Germany in connection
with its vetun; 2) Military Government Re}rula,tion 16-260q provides that the
German land suthorities will assume financial responsibilisy for all mark
expenditures required for the- Testitution| program; . 3) the Germans hed in
fact been required to pay for the costs ﬂnvolved in crating, loading, trans- :
wortation etc. invelved in the reetitution of looted prOpertiea to foreign L

Woshington cable of September 1946 state& that the War and the State Depart-
ment generally concurred in the Jewish prOposal for disposal of cultural
properties, which provided the Germans wqyld bear such costs. Further that
General Clay had also exprecqed hisg general agreement but objected QCK/Pher

i

| ‘f'”{}”
H

- They agreed to acceﬁt our par.? in %%3 draft but the question was left.
open for their further discussion with tﬂﬁ higher authorities in Berlin. = =
We plan to meet again in’ Berlin around 26 January to try to reach &n

] :
sgraement which will be mutually satisfaﬂ@cry. 

My Own\feeling is that l) we must %ﬁve immediafely a,complbte~schédﬁlef:’
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MEMORANDUM 'OF .AGREEMENT

Ve

SUBJECT  JEWISH CULTURAL PROPERTY

. l. Jewlsh cultural properties, separeted from owningwinéivlaﬁals
and organizations in Europe during the;period of Nazi rule and taken into
custody by the U.S, Military Governmentﬁin occupied Germany listed by -
categories below and more specifically’ listed in an accompanying inventory
are transferred herewith to JCR,,Inc..éée agent of .the’ Jewish Restitution'’
Successor Organivation. subject to the conditions eet forth" herein. ‘The JOR<
will act as trustee in receliving this property for the Jewish people and"

will distribute it tp public or quaei.pu'blic religious, ‘cultural, or_,educa,-..‘v
tional institutions. m L L NN

2. Categories of cultural propertge The properties thus trans—
ferred are growped. in the following cathories |

4
t

Categorx o - f.A . i% No of items
a) Books and manuecripts unide;tified'ae;to:
~ previous owner ' BT
: SO 1 IR
b) Books and'hanuscripte of Jeyish.content?in”
the German, language. unidentifieitag&to '

previous owner,‘w

c) Books and manuscripts of Jew‘eh content in AR 3
- various languages, . unidenti%ﬂed or: onlv parti-
ally identifiable (includeeﬂrorks in’the o

languages of the Baltic Stat% Czechoelovakia

etc.) ! ‘\ ) \

43,0007
d) Books and manuscripte. identbfied as the
property of Jewish inetitutifns andiprivate
libraries in Germany ‘. i

L

e) Valuable Hebrew books and{
fied as to previous ownerf

f) Torah Scrolls and miscellanei

etc. ' . - oo '
g) Jewieh ritnal objects'of'pre ious metale“ani‘
including preoious etones'~|
#
h) Such other‘Jewish cultural prOperties as Milltary

Government may deem appropriete including properties '
to be subsequently discoveredl. _ R

"'

[

Py ahaee] ¢ facanh

3

3; In consideratlon of the" fact tnat no claims have been received y
for and no: identification of" prior ownership can be reasonably established
' ; i '
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for the properties concerned, these pr?pprpi@s?éﬁe“ppgﬂgfgfrédvto JOE.Tnc. with "
the sole provigo that they are to be utilized fqritheaméintgﬁance Of the o
cultural heritage of the Jewish'peoPIe*kandvtherefore“the physical'intggrity

; “
of these properties will be maintained {insofar as possible. The Jewish
Olbe utilized as such and not

ritual objects of precious metals are ¢
converted to monetary metal.

H .
f

4. The collection of booké<and.maggscripts,definitely ldentified o,
as having come from any nation which OMGUS has or may,declareAeligible;to,,. -
‘receive restitution shall be"maintained.ﬁntact and properly preserved for
a period of one year from the date heregﬁ_for‘the purpose of restitution .
to the countries of orlgin, " should claimq for,restitution be received by

military government and satisfactory evidencs of restitutability be estab-
kished, . ‘ ' .. . . L ' , oo

4
!
|

5. Jewish cultural materials clai?ed under MG Law 59 by private
‘individuals as owners shall not be relegsed to JCR until such claims are
i .

finally adjudicated.

b

6. JCR will 30 days after signing of this agreement assume custody
for all the cultural materials concerne?, ' ‘

7. 'All costs incident to restituﬁ%?d incurred within Germany
except the cost of insurance will be covered in accordance with. the
provisions of MGR Title 16-260g and MGB.Titleﬁlg~401,403,403.405.

t Py
i
ill:

t

1 . .

Date _ _ _ ____ ' M8 N1 _ R _ -

s e - - — — - — o —— -

i Authorized Representative, U.S. Military
‘ ‘ »%i - Governor

. R __.[_9./..._. _. — ...‘ —-— —— — — .-.... ‘;‘"-‘f‘«-' — i
. Authprﬁ%ed Representative, JCR«Ipe.” “u
‘ . 7.‘}'" i‘ ) . +

7

. Concurred onvbehalf of JRSO, Ine.,
! by : ~ ‘

]

: © Authorized Representative, JRSO, Inc.

[y
-
ot
oo
QO

Hi ‘ . . : Incl# 1
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j 21 JAWUARY
ROCK r JOINTDISCO NEWYORK
HMGUS IMMEDIATELY ELADY TURNCVER GUL’FU’Q{AL ‘PROPERTY ETDEMANDS
i .
v JCW PA.Y GERMANY “ORAGE TRANSPORT BTALL ;nXPbNSES STOP  JRSO
' IN::IS’I.‘ZNG GRRMANS B.&AR COSTS soop F’I“IAL' I lSPQSITION SCI{EDULF
, Il
IMPERATIVE m?OP D}iAFI‘ Af‘REmMr.NT MAIJE] §5>‘JTOP CABLE ETA STARR
, it - :
HELLER NOTIFY J;OUKSTM STARR |
. i; : FEE?EHCZ'
’ ‘}
‘Benjamin B, ‘Ferencz " ' Ci‘i.r, 26291
JRS0 Hq. ’ I ; 696-4A
| | it
i
f .
i ar
It
, |
| ‘:
: i
g :
:
!
{
3.
i
! ‘ i ) - : R
: 115490
§ .
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. JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ?@GANIZATION _
. Frankfurt Regional Offilce = o Jon

R e TR

e © R,

APO 757 US, ARMY

H © 21 March 1949
Dr. S.W. Baron \ : . \
Columbia-University ‘ o ' v
New York City 27 j & b ‘ ' ' ‘

Dear Dr. Baron, : i L

I am submitting the schpdule for the allocatlon of A60 cases
of Hebraica and Yiddish books ¢ This” takes-dare of about 80% of our
stock in that category and is- limited to’ suéh items as can be disposed
of by wholesale. We had eliminated from thesa cagses all rare books b
and periodicals. The attached schedule is 31mp11fled ‘copy of the i
schedule which is controlling the actual opér ation. The latter speci-
fies each case by number. ‘ ‘ ‘ : ’

This detailed schedille is based on a
which deseribes the contents of each case.
of items, this inventory shows the different
worthy details. On the bssis of this inveni
together a balanoed allocation for each of

comprehensive inventory

Ln_addition to the number
leditions and other note-.
Sry I have tried to put

he countries.

Zekoct

e

<
=0z

erdially yours;

(signed) J9 shua Starr

o
O‘_‘_.‘.""

>shusg, Starr

i

i

f . s
H

*0f 1,500 cases, 1100 have been scheduléd‘fé? shipment. (ail'categories),_

f
|
|
|
F 115491
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‘Distribution Schédule

[

2 Hebralca—Ylddish
‘Schedule A: __ Blhk
: . ., . ‘ &"’
, Total f V o ‘; ,
Category- Cases W.Bur.  Gr.Brit., [SL.Afr. Palest, W.Hem,  Hold
Mishnah ‘ 26 2 2 H1 8 10 . 3
Shulhan Aruk; 52 ié 8 . b 3 ‘ 16 ‘ 16 3
Kizzur; Tur . . j ‘ § : :
Derush 1) L, 3 IE 15 19 -
Halakah 2) 109 g 9 5 20 er 4
, L 1 ,
Midrasch; 18 Y > b; 1 6 8 -
Men.Hamaor : s ‘
Alfasi 2 . 1 2 -6 10 2 -
‘Mishneh Torah 13 3 1 11 34 1
Musar ‘ 7 | i - 2 3 -
Misc.Secular 31 - 3 |2 10 15 1
En Yakob 9. - 11 3 4 -
Fiction 25 : ;' 2 ; 2 1 ° 10 -
Mise.Religlous 15 fw* 2 . 6 | 6 -
Talmud. {partial . A ik :
Schedule) -~ . 80 9 - 8 1112 2/ 32 5
Biur S VAR -2 o 5 6 -
| y I |
L Categories 464, : 33 &7 24 135 210 15
BRI H - 2T . B ;-';..-::'.::Qr-;u—:===‘—~::==:_—=
b
] i
| o b
1) Contents of 6 cases listed (649 entries). ?
2) Contents of 10 cases listed (893 entries). |l
3) Total stock of Hebraica- -Yiddish: 551 cases.|
4) Distribution to other destinations. planned. |,
. | : . ‘ ol
19 2
115492
\\ L e ;
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;xmtw?w ’. TR I -“-?«f{j“-':u-frfr»jﬁa;‘?gt"f 7 T
GOPI - 4 1' 1
" fhe Seoretary of State S A i
" Weshington 25,iD.0." - » |
: ' oy . ‘
DEPARTMENT, OF - STATH e
WASHINOTON 4
Inreplyrefer R | }i |
to ® R x | it March 29, 19?}

My daar Hr. Baron: 1" e )
" H ” ‘
The Departmant of Btate has reoeived a re:%ort from-the Ofﬁoo %f the Military, 6i!ove ‘
ment for Germany. with respeot to Jewish oﬁltural items origindting in. the Baltio ., h
ocountries which are held in $he - mntary *Govarnmsnt Oollaoting Point, Bcforo,, da
sion 1s taken with rmrpeot to the dispoaition .0f 'thogé worka, the! Dapartmant wenm
1ike to have as muoh 1nfomatian as posei’ole wlth regpect ‘to. the present’ emntenoe of
the former owner, 1t would be appreoiatad. if you would furnish to the Dapartment any
1nformauon which' my be, availa‘ale to you\ wlthx espect: to_the pregent ‘exiptense op

o location of each of the. peraons .or 1nat1twﬁ10 }i.’ated below exoepting the’ obﬂonaly
' unidéntifisdle- items which are included h‘?r K nly to: 1ndicato tha overall oxtent of
the material being held: ‘ 1. R
" : i
CMepn ) Il 7145 ttems
' ".‘Iwr‘.la S PR R 887 :
Jeschiwo'Mer ST 1818 N
' Bibliotéka @dmn - Ham :be-eux ’ s :
*"Polakim George epxzyajna %3'15\ Wil . K
' }hsm I)abait Ehmidraah Poallei i‘se@ekm
vilmo B ii 168
mnaerbibnothek Zbk Wilno.:l RO _5;;g5,;3%""'
. Lewinskm mykn W¥ilno (p:iivats) o178
o Lera Mbeawo Wiina (priva}to)_{;i-.“:w : -‘ .lt09, A
- Befiis Al Yad Ha Talwid Poved Haigremy U
', be Vilna e Zeher Hamanosk|Eabbl Dover 290 ‘ | S
., Yakow zondal "Halohen Kam'bor zs.hrono e ‘ TR
" Veraha . o A .
Smaller libraries gl 1574
. ) 1 l - ., ;:!‘:: . ;:
"Pxiyato owners ‘ s 6
. - . it « ‘
ﬂ‘fm{ﬂi U L 4
N E ; ’ ' :
|
115493 |
g
i
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. 353
Boit Ha Miser Al !edsi Ha. Naysa ;)eﬁ," f
Rabbi Tarael: aalont (Privato) 1? y ';;“ 102
Bidloters "Kultura! Keame §‘ 750
Kanaa zydn Laidoto.ju Sajuges mi{m Namai 187
x.tor rmncperto Darbininkn Ir ‘fl ‘\ ‘ - i
Pmt f Saguige Keuwpo . . o 149 S
162 L
| Rt
- mpelamoharlargerﬁaiﬁ Y : R 383
Ghetto (&emamdo ’ . AR f'!" . o "
Villgmupoleqm’dn I.iau.diea mbuoéglgf o 267
1 aa Bnbinaa mkar Sagiriﬂ; !Kaunne (priva.tg)f‘; 102 o
;L,:;,;;;:;ngszn ool e
Rigar ,‘Pilaetas zmu Pamasakola -: _,'_:[ ;" | . -29‘1_1
Rigac zmu Sa.vlesigaa meﬁrihas{ :{m; 57
mgaa Pilaetaa 3 Bbredw vaannskic;@;;{ L y 279
Iatvial m; m-tm ﬂmmpaldo" Ks&i : | 176 |
: 21du Privataa Bgran : o i ? ! | W45
Jifbrsju. Jnagaan,an ﬂamn | il o 128
Ranohvargera J!..g aemsum mzii . ue .
Risoallaneuus mall libﬁriea Az!nﬂ privats ovnors 25.15' n ; - *
, Mileellaneous nnidentifiable s t;o 1ndiv$p,nal” o ,
' ovner ‘tmt oloarly of Latv!.a.n Jawish origin? L e 655
Mr, Kiofer of the Mvision of - Eoonomio Pro]aerty Policy vdll, be gLad. to dimes thi's
matter with yon peraonally 1f . you think 11“ daeirable. : . e
; b c Sinceroly yours.-.
L SN B L
1841 Broadway - . ' ‘A i Ofﬁoe of German: and ‘Avstrian Afrau-a
' New York, HNow 'Iork, | N 1 4‘»? v %
i
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- at thé office of Dr. Salo Wl Baron, Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University,

World Jewish Congress; Mr. Rudolph oallmanJ
Central Europe; Mr. David E.'Goldberg,: Hebgew University; Dr. Max. ‘Gruenewald,
American Federation of Jews from Central’ Europe,,Dru Isaac,Lewin, Agudas- israei ;
Mr. Judsh Shaplro, Joint Distribution Commﬂttee., Also present was Dr. Joshua :

&

JEWISH CULTURALTRECON
1811 BroaGWay“New‘Y
e 1! ¢
sl

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE E

"'O

RN

(")""

'(h*‘* =

TRUGTION, e

May 2y L

ARD,OFADIRECTORS °
9 . .

o oo =

, L k@
" Pursuant to a notice dated A
precede ihe minutes of this meeting, a Bbg
tors of Jewish Cultural Recohstructlon, Inc

P

4
¢

T
Dr, Salo'WI

New York.

Present were-

HOE

Starr. RS B

. . : . : 3“

Professor Baron acted as ck!

retary, A quorum of the Board belng presen
to order at 2 05 P. Me ‘

The mlnutes ofﬂthe last spe%ial preceding
held on March 1hth having been, prev1ouslyﬁclrculated among ithe dlrectors, upon

motion duly made and seconded, the. reading

dispensed with and they were " approved as i

The Chalrman p01nted out the

=[S

A

b

pril ZSth, 19&9, 3 copy af which
cialmeeting of: the Board of Dired-
o was;held on-Thursday, Mdy 5, 1949

Pr951dent' Dr. Wolf- Blattberg‘iﬁ.tfﬁk
American Federation of Jéws  frém!

é

airman ‘and Dr.fStarr acted'as'séc;ff“’

t, the‘choiroan;called‘thejmooting

:moetlng of the Board

of ; the mlnutesﬁof that meeting was
rculated. 2 '315 .

need for electing a Secretary of

the Board.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE» The . Gh
proposal for the formatlon ol an executivax
rectors could delegate its powers. He sugg

of one representative of ‘each:of the ninej members of: thet corporation ‘main-;
talning offices in New. York,mthese(representatlves*to“bendesmgnated by the.
Upon motien duly‘made andiseconded, ‘the maeting

respective organlzatlons.
adopted a resolution to constltute such ‘an|

@»

Upon motlon duly made and se

tion was authorized ‘to vest the followzngfpawer of attornoyfin Dr. Bernard
Hellor as Field Director. R f:.:f{- : i

I, SALO W. BARON, Prec
NGW'YOIK, do hereby oertlfy -as follows~ﬂ ﬁ}

Thax BERNARD HELLER has

of the Corporation by the Board of Dlrectof

}_ i
, That by virtue of the!
Heller as Field Director by the Board-of. Qi

and deliver on behalf of the Corporation- any and’ all ‘documents and ‘agreements’

¢

relative to the admlnlstratlon of Jowmsh 6o

115495

Dr. Gruenewald was duly nomlnated and elected to.that” office with ’
power to 51gn checks -drawn on the . accountgof JPWlSh Gultural Reconstructlon, Inc‘

: ident of JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCu
TION, INC., a membership corporation orgar;

authorlty oonferred upon. Sald Bernard«

airman placed before tho meetlng
committee to: ‘which- the Board of- Di
estedthat’ the oommittee conaist'

oondedzthe Pre51dont of tho Gorpor

(RGN

zed and existing under tho laws of

been duly appointed Field Director ‘
s thereof, A ¥

rectors he is empowered to. execute”

ltural property -and propertles in S
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any country in Europe and the movement thefeof frcm any country in Europe to:s
another country in Europe or to a country outside of ‘Europe and’ to agree’to-
such terms and conditions on behalf of the‘Corporation with regard to such
adminlstratlon and movement as to .him’ may Fe deemed necessary ‘or appropriatea
~ IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF“I. as’ Pre31dent of the Corporation, o
“have hereunto set my hand and affixed the ;seal of the Corporation this ?th day o
of May, 19L9. o

'

. !;
i

”;5 ~President”

.f'- L

. Dr. Starr reported that onLAprll Sth after consultatlon with . ‘
JRSO, he had signed an agreement with OMGUS covering the disposltion of five - . IR

_cases of Hebrew manuscrlpts and rare editlo , which have'been in the: cuetody R
of the Hebrew Univer51ty since. 19L7.  He. read the text of the: agreement as v
follows: . a _ ‘4m,h.‘1 .

i

ADDENDUM T |

7‘\
to Memorandum of ‘Agreement ofﬁlS February 19h9 . -
Subjecto "Jewish Cultural Propert "'a;»’ . :«-. ‘, ‘f" .
. 1. Pursuant to the intent of the basiL agreement of 15 February 19h9 that
‘ JGR, Inc, will act as trustee in’ recexvmng certain.Jewish: Cultural Property:for
the Jewish people and in distributing its to _such’ public or:; quaai«public reli-
gious, cultural -or educatlonal 1nqt1tutlons .as:it sees’ it to be. uséd-in‘the |
interest of perpetuatlng ‘Jewish ‘art ‘and ' culture' there ‘are’’ transferred heraby S
"to the JCR, Inc., approximately 366 manuscripbs, as-listed .on'the attached in- ;.
ventory and custody: receipt of 2l July 19hﬂ,£Amer1can Congul’ General,.Jerusalem'
Palestine, comprising-all cultural; properties ‘moved” 1n£one%31ngle,shipment“from
0ffenbach Archival Depot, Germany, ‘to’ Jern%alem and placed in’ custody of £
~ Dre I. Joel,Acting Librarxan, Hebrew Unlversity, on, 22 June l9h7. “

' '
i 8 N , e ey
l 5 L. L
' 5 P

e ey
3
i

2. In full recognition of the valua%of these manuscrlpts and with the»
knowledge that a.number of them are: 1dent1f1able, JCR, ‘Inc.,” hereby agreea_
to undertake to give appropriate. notice: tcﬂowners ‘of ¢ 1dentifiable wnrks ‘that
the works. will be delivered .to the rightfuﬁ'owner by:JCR"%Inc., thenrightful
owners agreeing to pay cost of shlpplngxa?d”insurance initr:

» 3. JCR, Inc. alsomagrees 4o0. furnish: t OMCUS Berlln,'Germany, copies of'
the 1etters of notice issued to the 1dent1fied owners ' and to - furnish: reports»
to OMGUS at 90-day intervals as tq dellveries which have been made" ;

A &

Ly Manuscripts whose source is unidentifiable included in this shipment
to be determined and sgreed by a designated ‘representative’of ‘JCR; JInc.,’ and -
‘a representative to be designated by the: U 'S. Military. Governor, w1ll be - trans-
‘ferred to.JCR, Inc. on simple’memorandum: recempt with'the sole” proviso that " the
properties are to beumlllzed for the ma;ntenance of-the cultural heritage of
-the, Jewish peoples - : . :

‘5. The identifiable manuscrlpts 1ncl

recelpt providing that the JCR, Inc,’ willgmaintain these works, will: seek the
rightful owners, and will deliver them to; properly identified claimants as - .
stated in paragraph two above, or will deliver any of them - to a rightful owner
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1 . : L
(cost of shipping and, 1nqurance to be bornefby‘the OWne:)ron instfuqtioqifrcm;
the U. S. Goverrment. %: e S

6. JCR, Inc. agrees to accept Lull cuﬁtody’of‘thééé properties’ as soon
as access thereto can be 'gained in Jerusalem, ‘and immediately thereafter in-
itiate action to locate the OWners of the 1dent1fiable WOrks. L Coy T

R Mﬁgunkxns AR,
OTi% ea”ﬁepresenté;lve g e

Date April-5, 19L9. ) | a (signed)
U. S. Military Governor TR '3 o

Place Berlin

Joshua Starv A ' W
, X"Enr¢"cdmﬁepresentat1ve TR
ECHE oy

I b

r

(signed)

: Gonsented to ‘and Approved on’
behalf of JRS0, | Inc.

i

uahl Kagan : )
‘ Au{;0r1z53'Representahlve,
3 JRSO Ince

ﬁ,:(signed)

wm...»(.,_:h PO O S T N, -w-*......'.g_;_..m-".f“ vt o v o

PG

i A VES

l

- The meet:ng dxacursed the adVlSdbillty af haylng the manuscripta
screened in Jertisdlem rather than in Washlng£0n=or elséwherei  Upon motion, duly
made and seconded, a resolution was adopted 1nst“uct1ng the Executive. Secretary
to inform OMGUS throug1 the JRSO that- JCqurefer*ed to- have- this work conducted:
in Jerusalem, if possible,” ‘As‘an alternatha, JCR ‘Would ‘be- wxlling to'have .
the property.shipped to the Library of Gongress pendmng the‘clarificatlon af
the ownership of a number of ibems. ‘”“;"* , : ‘

u,

At the request of- the chalrman, Br, Starr presented a cheddlq
of distribution of unldentiflable German b'oks at Offenbachovf'h o Tt

ng
R

‘Deetination D

’W.Gmmmwi ,
Great Britain -
S. Africa -

 Palestine
W. Hemisphere. -

Total

(1) leztad to popular materlal° normal]y;h soples of each tltl&.i N
?t : .

Upon motlon duly made and seconded this ;Ehedule was’ approved and the Execu- |

tive Secretary was 1nstructed to- submlt a‘copy to JRSO for confirmation. ‘

f

,u‘v_va._.,,u,
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b, utarr further reported that on April 22nd, he had dis- -
patched to the port of Hamburg five freightj cars :containing L9? cases of
books and periodicals (77,603 items).; This*shipment, consigned to JCR'in
New York, consists only in part of an allooation ‘for'libraries and schools.
in the Western Hemisphere. In addition to,material allocated, the. shipment -
comprises material which is being merely: transferred "to the New York depot
of JCR to await allocation to various countries in addition to tha Ve So° o .

‘The Chairman reported the réLLipt of a letter from Dr, Lao Lo 0
" Baeck dealing with certain collections. fcrmerly belonging to Jewish inatitutiona Lo
in Germany which are.no longer in exiatencq Dr, Baeck's proposal ‘o entrust - J%tAﬁl'
one or more of these collections en bloc t% designated research bodies organized :
by German Jewish emigres has. aroused- bothﬁagreement ‘and: opposition within the - A'*~%
 Board., Following.a discussion: of: this: proposal, the chairman concluded that .
it would be best to ask the- spokesmen of”thé -opposing ‘'views to present: their .
arguments in fuller detall so. that the Boand could mdke its dec151on -at the
- forthcoming meeting. 4 o ﬂ A , : ,
The Chairman reported the réceipt of a communlcation fram the
State Department requesting information regarding the heirs to private and
institutional collections removed by the Gérmans' from the Baltic countries and’
now stored at Offenbach,. The Chalrman stated that three of the rightful" owners
of a part of the collection had been 1ocated and assumed that the bulk of thei:
books were heirless.,. With the spproval oﬂ{the Board, the'Chairman instructed-
the Executive Secretary to ask the State Department for a reply to the letter.
of JCR offering to take custody of the Baltlc collections for the purpose. of
making restitution wherever possible as. well as. for the distributlon of the :
helrless property, ‘ sg TR B , R
The Chalrman reported on sﬁgps taken to 1nvestigate unreported
Jewish cultural property and collections in[the hands of the (emeinden in ,
Germany. He stated that it had become essential for the Council for the Pro- .
tection .of Rights of Jews from Germany. to;present a memorandum to JCR:on methods - -
to be pursued in arranging for the recovery of ‘such ‘property and on available -
personnel and funds for the purpose, Dr.‘Gruenewald and Mr. Callman agreed‘to
arrange for the preparation of such a memorandum. Aot C
. \, A P
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the- meeting was | adjournad .

' a‘b h PMs

3 ¢

' t Reépectfullf submitted,

o, e oo S o e e o e,

o o gy o e
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. c JBWISH CULTURAL-RECON.

18&1 Broadway, New

[

e ..ﬁ
MINUTES OF THE AﬂVISOR

) \itl

C e

May 8,1»19&9

!

i
Present: Profi. As Marx, Chairman*JP
Profi A; M. Margalith, DrL

Prof‘ S, W. Baron, Dr&p

o ' ' ‘ f'{?“ Ly

The Committee met on Mmy 8, 19h9 in
Marx, who called the meeting to oréf

1. Allocation and shipmen

§s

o conxannrgggji;ﬁx
G 3 e

‘o

I COMMITTEE MEETINS

rof* Le Finkelsteln, Rabbi I. E. Kiev‘
Moses'Munk -

( v

Jo Starv

. 4

5 Dr. Starr presented schedules of »

distribution of unldentiiied properﬁy comprlslng Hebrew -and Yiddish ‘books - -

(A), and German Judaica (B). ‘A copy

“mail, and Schedule B is  shown belows|-

of the former had peen circulated by

ot

(1) Limited to popular material

Destination - ";ggases ' :Items\
V. Germany Co e ; 3,312(1}
Great Britain maz s 3,858
S. Africa w113 2,273
Palestine (R TY SR ‘ ,906 :
W. Hemisphere. THRICE +9,073 }
Total Jbahl - 27,h22 .
;w . . K . ) g
;* ho .;
: :
|

Dr. Starr. reported that' the- flrst

material: . 'ﬂj 2
~ Category i'~' h &‘ . Qgggi' ‘2;Items ’
- R ;
l. Hebraica ﬁA":'f23h ' 33;379
2, Hebrew and Yiddish newspapers 51 7h7
3. German Judaica ;i n;hé‘ . 9,013
L. German Periodiea i 79 ST 23,31 .
5. Hebraica (from Sturmer. plant) T 83 - 5,932
6. Yivo property and maﬁerlalﬁfor L e
deposit with Yivo {, ‘h o e
Total - | ,i 97 71,603
& : e

:rmally h‘copies 6$“eacﬁt£i€ie,

JC R overseas shipment had 1eft Offenbach, .
-on April 22nd, bound for New York.,»"l‘he five carloads contain the following

115499
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%. A B
i}s- 2 - 4 .‘ -
Categories 1 and L are llsted'ii.deta11~ for'category S the list covers.
68 cases. The Hebraica were packed as indicated in Schedule A, and cate~
gory 3.was packed alphabetlcally by author, except for a small percentage
of misplaced items, - - %\;‘f ~>r‘“;H“ - : e
) . X ’l : . ; Lo H o o
Dr. Starr further reported that;phe remalnxng permodica would also be :
shipped to New:York to: await diqqot .allocation;to-interested librarias in
all countries, iand that a slmilar procedurs:. ‘would, be-followed in respec
. to the residue of the rare’ bookipollection, after the. selection made by
bir. Shunami in behalf of the Jew1sh Natlonal and Universxty Librany. ‘
) : . ].!, ” g ‘A
2. 0perations in Newxfork. Dr. Baron requested the Commlttee“
members to give some thought. toijthe: finding of 'qualified personnel’and :
to the other. problems involved in theicare and:distribution of the bopks :

after delivery to.a depot to be1e stablished in New:York. Inasmuch as thei -

JCR budget would not provide for|ithe: transportation and handling -of: ship-.
ments from the German port to the‘beneficlary 1nst1tutions, it was recome.
mended that a charge of. twenty—flve cents per book be- assessed on those’
institutions. 'In accordance w1th Rabb1 KleV'stuggestion, itema returned‘
to JCR after delxvery would be creditedfat ‘the’same : rate. o L ”h
Dr. Margalith- polnted out that iin mak:ng allocations, it w111 be essentidl
to provide multiple copies for c}oss use, as distinguisled from filling -
gaps in library holdings.. Supplementing this recommendation, Dr. Munk -

proposed that the distribution: list’ adopted by. the Committee at the. meetinguf
of February 6, be enlarged to: 1ncﬂude the. smaller-yeshivot.. 'The Come s T
mittee agreed that libraries attached to institutions of 1earn1ng should . - .

receive allocations for their circulating collections, which would also -
be made available to readers outside .of . the student body. Dr. Finkele. .-
stein proposed that the unallocated residue be stored and utilized as
future needs might require‘

N r

3. Slfre Torah. Dr. Munk asked what dlsposition was, to be
made of Sifre Torah, - In answer .tol the question,  Dr. Baron reviewed the.
successive plang which had been considered -and stated that it had.been.:
found most economi.cal and practichl to- shlp the ‘scrolls to-the J0C.in!:
Paris, This office has undertaken to employ soribes to select those °
which were fit for use, and to repart the result to JCR, which would
control their distribution, r

) i : T

ke Subcommittee. At the ouggestxon of Dr, Baron, the chairman
announced that he would call a mgetmng ‘of the subcomnmittee to consider " -
candidates for the work to be done in New York by. JCR, and to prepare
recommendations based on the questuonNaires{returned by the- 1ibraries.
\11 e

The meeting was adjourned at 12:3? Pa‘M;“"

i
Il
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JEWISH CULTURAL RDCONSTRUC?EON CING..
1841 Broadway, New York! 23, N Y.

CONFIDENTIAL SRR | &
‘ r
} ;

Report on a Mission to Berlin, June 19-21, 1949
By 5. Shunemi- |j S
of tha Hebrew Uhiversity

T?~ = | July 1949

o‘ i

My mission to Berlin had two different objeets, ‘both based on a
report of Dr. J. STARR to JCR _dated" April B,: 1949 namely'

1. to examine the books, estimated by Dr. STARR at 20 000
vols., dtored in the basement. ofxthe building of the ,
Juedische Gemeinde, Oranienburger%Strasse, and 6 gelect-
thode whioch are of" no use.'to ‘the. preaent Jewish community -
‘the alm being to get! thém released for: the purpose of ﬁhe
Jewigh 1libraries in Israel and. el%ewhere' ‘

2. to get access. to the: "Gesamtarohiv dar: deutschen Juden" S
and, . 1if poss&ble, %o transrer it to the Juedische Gameinde
Berlin. ‘ .

‘I
\il

Staying in Munich for & few days in the month of May, in connec~

tion with the transportation of-'books toi {israel, ‘I took the
opportunity of establishing contact: withﬁthe Israeli Consul .in

Munioh Dr. LIVNEH: (LILBSTLIN). He brougb mé.’din touch with Mr. . .
Bursztyn, at present representative of the "Jewish Agency An: Berlinﬁ?i
Between the three of us a plan was- workedzout in‘the Consul's” S
office, 1n order to facilitate to’ resch: my dims. In Dr. Livneh's '
opinion there should be no difficulty 1nnhav1ng the Gesantarchiv
returned to the Berlin Gemeinde.4 f

i .

Mr. Bursztyn undertoolk: to meke arrangame&ﬁs 1n Berlin {a) for the
transfer of the books of the Gemeinde- from thé cellar to some

more sulteble place, where. they ‘could- bew@xamined ‘and saleoted,

(b) for facilitating acceas to the Gesamtarchiv or, if possible,
- for having it transforred to the Gemeindeh‘ Alfew. days before

going to Berlin, I phoned Mr. Bursztyn who ‘assured e that these

atters were being handled by the ripght pebple.v

On my arrival in Berlin and after contaot%ng the pecple conoerned,'V
the position was as follows. o

I Bébks ; ‘: ‘
.';‘ } .
a) Apr. 5.~ 6,000 vols,, mostly pzayer- books, Bibles odd

parts: of Talmud Mishneh and otuerxreligious 1iterature,
were stored in bhe library. :

N
the

A falr number of Hebraica, of Ger&an Judaica end of
modern Hebrew literature as well as%a valuable collection
of periodica, mostly German (Allg.nztg. d. ‘Judentums,
Hamburger Israelitisohes Familionb%att Israslit. MGWJT,

3

i

1

iy
i

l:iE

. . - . b
N _ : L W
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Board also unconditionally, to consideriﬁympdthetically both
suggestions made by Rabbi Schwarzschild.iy '

[
1

Should the WieQbaden operation allow, the%andersigned would be
prepared to go to Berlin for one week ~_subject to JCR's approval-
in order to organise the Gemeinde 11brary,{thus contributing to
the revival of cultural life of a communifty of such & magnificant ]
Jewlsh cultural past. o i ,

It should be put on record what I was told by the guardian of the
1ibrary, Herr Hirschel: about a year ago 1ibrar1ans of the
Berlin "Maglstrat" appeared at the premisé| of ;the Gemeinde, de-
manding to hand over to them the books ofjnon=« -Jewish content,

~appr. 15,000 vols. Herr Hirschel refused A few days afterwards,
“the 11brarians turned up once more, this time ‘escorted by Russian

"

"Kriminalbeamte," who then forced the person in . charge .to release

_ to the "Magistrat" these "wunderschoena" buoks.

dl
,ie

i

II Gesamtarchlv der deutschen Judeni
Presgsent situation gy o

}

‘The Gesamtarohiv has for years been the it orgenkind" of histori=-

ans, librarians and archivists @nd 1t Waa[%onsidered lost by many

© people. Credit is due to Dr. Starr to havb traced the where-

abouts of thls unique and 1arge collectioﬁ of documents relating

. to German-Jewlish history (cf.’ Starr s Report to JCR, dated

April 4, 1949). A , : JL

Oon my arrival in ‘Berlin, much to my surpqife I had to learn that

.nothing had been done in order to get the'Arohiv returned by the

German authorities to the Juedische Gemeinde.f Mr. Bursztyn, on
his return from Nunioh, called the attention of the Gemeinde to
this matter, but as far. as I was able to find out, no steps what-
ever had been taken. "It is ‘interesting to note that no one in
Berlin contésted the opinion of the Munich Israeli Consul that

-there should be no difficulty 1n having - the documents restituted a

to the Juedische Gemeinde., . Coop

I got into touch- wlth Mr.,Julius lNeyer, ﬁambeﬁ of the Gemelnde

' Board, who, on baing supplied by me with &ll the relevant in-

formation promised me to do everything pbssible‘in order to

regain possession of the. Gesamtarchiv. ‘5«

Before leaving Berlin I tried to induce some persons ‘in and out-

-side the Gemeinde to glve due attention to| this matter and con-
‘tribute to making this promise . effective.! R : '

" In fairness to the Berlin people it must be stated that con-

sidering the apecial situation of Berlin: as a bridge between the
East and the West, the Berlin Community Yéadérs are absorbed
with serious and pressing human problams,'taking a great toll
of their time .and energy. I '

i

\ .

[ i
4 3t
.
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Oorient /Fuerst/ Ben Chananja, C ' #VQ-Zeitung) were. scat-
tered emong, the above-mentioned mﬁkerial. :

‘ l : -

A small beautiful collenfion of a few hun@red.bibliophile volumes.

‘on muslc, art, eto., stcrsd . inithe baqem-nu wére belng brought

“to the library stacks, to which place a1~o a graat number of .

Amsterdam Kethubot of failrly recent date“and many fiies of the
Gemelnde Archivas were brnught at the tim? of my stay 1n Berlin.-

On 1nquiring 1nto the rest of the books (Dr. Starr's estimate:
appr. 20,000), I was advisad- that, at the'|end of May 1949, the
- Berlin municipal autherition ("Magistrat") represented by ‘some
of its librarisns, requiziticned for theibenefit of the City
Library a large part of the books located |in the ceéllar. In the
opinion of Rabbl 3teven S. SchWarzschild! s HUC greduate, inter . ‘
alia In charge of library matters, the requisitioning ‘covld hardly '
be resisted, since the books in quastion could not reasongbly bo - g
- 1dentified as of Jewish ownership. NostJof ‘them genealoglcal: R
works of German-Baltic nobility and kindred material. Rabbi : ; ‘
Sohwarzschild contested the number of 20j000 which he desecribed
as greatly exsggerated, but was unable to,quote ‘the . accurate
number of books. thus turned over to the Berlin "Magistrat.
I suggested to Rabbil SchWarzschild to! tugn over- to the Hebrew‘
University and to other Jewish scholarly 1nstitutions~

1. the Hebraica and Judaica of an absolutely scholarly nature,
2. the entire periodioal literature in German and Hebrew.'

The books, thus remaining, could after a‘thorOUgh selection form
a nucleus of a popular Jewlsh 1ibrary, whﬂch in view of the :,_
present structure of the Berlin  Jewish. Cnmmunity, 1s the only
type of 11brary practically needod in Berlin.b

As the bibliophile books of no Jewish congant .are not within the
sphere of Interest of the Gemelnde library,|it would be more use-
ful 1f such books would be handed over to tha Hebrew ‘University,

Rabbi Schwarzschild ‘was reluctant to: the 1dea of releasing any .
books to 1nst1tutions outslde Berlin - as\he ‘admitted, for senti--
mental reasons. However, 1t was not’ difficult to persuade him .
that it would not serve any useful purposﬁ t6 have -there.a small
and unsystematic collectlon of scholarly wprks and perlodicals.

On the other hand, they would be extremelyghelpful to complete

the - oollactions of existing libraries. Jﬂ

Qur negotiations were concluded with thell pggestion of Rabbl
Schwarzschild that JCR should send from the Wiesbaden collection

books of the kind needed by. the Gemeindevlibrary, ‘in return, the

Gemeinde would hand over books and: periodicals not “needed in thelir

‘Library, end/or that JCR should sipply the Gemeinde with an ex-

pert librarian for one or two weeks, so- aslto lay down the funda-
mental organisation of the library. The writer of ‘this report

remarked that the Gemeinde: should not stipulate any conditlons 4 ;

for the tranafer of boboks of no use tc them, but very useful to T

cther Jewish iristitutions. He is prepared to propose to the JCR

115502
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symp‘ athetioal 1y both

“Board, also unconditionally, to oonsider

suggestions made by Rabbi. Schwarzschild.|

. ﬁ! )

Should the Wiesbaden operation allow, th§ undersigned would be _

prepared to go to Berlin for one week - subjeot to JCR's approval-
in order to organise the Gemeinde 11brary, thus contributing to

the revival of cultural 1ife of a community of such a magnificent -
Jewish cultural past. a‘ ‘ ’ ’

It should be put on record what I was told by the guardian of the
library, Herr Hirschel: agbout a year ago, librarians of the
Berlin "Magistrat" appeared at the premise of the Gemeinde, de-
manding to hend over to them the books oy nori-Jewlsh ocontent,
appr. 15,000 vols. Herr Hirsohel refused, A few days. afterwarda,
the librarians turned up once more, thisl ‘time escorted by Russian
"Kriminalbeamte," who then forced the person in charge to release .
to the "Magistrat" these “wunderschoene books. '

al
.I
.

II. Gesamtarchiv der deutschéh Judeﬁ}
Present situaﬁlon“

The Gesamtarchiv has for years been ﬁha'hSorgenkind" of histori-
ans, librarians and archivists end it was considered lost by many
people. Credit 1is due to ‘Dr, ‘Starr to have traced the where-
abouts of this unique and 1arge collection of 'documents relating
. to German-Jewlish history (cf. Starr's Report to- JCR, dated

April 4, 1949).

‘k
3:

On my arrival in Berlin, much to my surprise I had to learn that

.. nothing had been done in order to get the Archiv returned by the
German authorities to the Juedische: Gemeinde. - Mr. Bursztyn, on

his return from Munich, .called the: artention .0f the Gemeinde to

this matter, but as far as I was able to; find out, no steps what-

ever had been taken. It is interesting to note that no one in

Berlin contésted the opinion.of the Nunich Israell Consul that ‘ :
there should be no difficulty in having - the docUments restituted“' CL
to the Juedische Gemeinde. ) ﬂ i
I got into touch wlbh Mr. Jullus Meyer, member of tho Gemeindo
Board, who, on belng supplled by me withifall the relevant in-

‘ formation, promlsed me to do everything possible in order to
regain possession of the Gesamtarchiv. ﬁ. , '

i i
i L . :

Before leaving- Berlin I tried to 1nduoce gome bersonskin and out-

side the Gemeinde to give due attentlon . te this matter and con-
tribute to making this promise effective.f -

In rairness to the Berlin people 1t must. oe stated ‘that, con-
sidering the special situation of Berlinias a. bridge between the
East and the West, the Berlin Community ldaders are absorbed .

-with serious and: pressing human’ problems ﬁtaking a‘great‘toll
of their time and energy. B IR ’

115503

it




|

_ This copy may neither be transferred (o a third_pzirty nor 'copic':d or publisﬁed withoit wriile;!: ‘ - 7] B
- permission from the “Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People”, Jcms'é:l?m' ~ File No.: jg\bo H\! ”]@?J 13 S

Nl
I

1mportant material for microfilming.
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III. Suggestions ' ?;‘

In a few weeks‘ time,- the Writer of this'neport:will soung . the ‘

situation in Berlin, and if no reasonable;progress will then be

noted, a further trip should be:madé .to Bdﬁlin in an attempt to.

got things moving: Should this. fail, theiJCR,!perhaps in con~

Junction with the Historical and Ethnographioal Soclety in

Israel, should make a détermined..effort; to obtaln:restitution

of the Gesamtarghiv: by sending to’ Barlin for ‘s0mé Weeks -an - » N
energetic man, possibly .a! trilingual person, able to speak
Inglish, German end Russian, ‘for:this purpose., ‘Should-also ‘this
attempt fall, an expert should: be: engagedrin selecting ‘the more:
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MEMORANDUM
:A![

From Eli Rock ’ o ' i

bl

To  Moses A. Leavitt

Subject Conference with JCR

On Tuewday I had lunck with Dr. Starr end Mrs.' /Hannah Arendt, who is .to ,eplace
Dr. Starr as of August 1st. In addition to meeting Mrs, Arendt, I took the '
occaslon to eliclt from Dr. Starr a report rep’alrding the present status of JCR's
activities. The more important facts on that, 3sfeore are as follows:

il
A.) A1l of the Offenbach books, with the excepfion of the Boltic ones and those '
subject to Law 59, have now been removed fmm?Germany and shipped to the varlous
countyy destinations, In the United States, where a JOR sub-committee of 1librarians’
is working on distribution together with Dr, zs;tarr, 5000 volumss have alyready been
distributed and another 40,000 are resting in the Rentar Warebouse in Breoklyn -
awaiting distribution, For this country, rec’inpient libraries are reguired to
reimburse JCR thirty ceats per book to cover' ¥he shtpping charges, and thie is
being done.

B.) In addition to the above books, there s,re in the U.,S5., some 270 cases of
reriodiecals (largely German, I believe), whﬂch had to bhe gotten out of Germa,ny
before they could be examined or allocated. ;"According to the present planning,

a large share of this will ‘be trang-«shlpped Ito Tsrael and. other countries.

C.) (Thefe are also some’ 82 cages 6f mltura.l,Anox;—ceremnial Sbjecte which are
now-enroute t6 the U,§. from Wiesbsden, Other ceremonial and cultural objects

Bt of the Wiesbaden collection have already been ‘distributed, so that this whole
collection may now be regarded as having been removed from Germany. With reference

to the 82 cases enroute here, plens are nowI only being formulated, dut the likelihood.

ig that there will also be some transwﬂhipmnt to other countries,

D.) Xow housed in Wiesbaden are approximately 50 000 volumes of former German-owned -

books which are identifiable and subject tp claim under Law 59 as heirless or
unclaimed property. These are now being cataJ oged by the JCR staff in Germany
and the claim for the books under Law 59 has been filed and is belng processed,
It is Mrs, Arendt's plan to go to Gema.ny sometime in the Fall to deal with the
allocation of these books, {Dr. Heller, incid,ently, is expected to return to this
country in the near future.) i

-"f

B.) Finally, there are the 30,000 to 40; 000 volumes of Baltie books which are

"only now being turned over to JCR and which the Jatter will have to hold in

technical custody only, for the two year;,period set forth in the agreement with
Military Government on this score. JCR 'is planning, once the names of the former
owners have been made available to it, to/circularize these names in various
publications in order that the original’ %\wmrq may be afforded an opportunity to
reclaim, Although the poesibility of sodn{e actual distribution of these books
during the two year period is belng congidered, tbere ig the likelibood that most
or all of them will have to be removed. i}z’-om Gprm,ny to some other warehouse,

1
i

:'
A .
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Perhaps in Paris, m
he exploration in Germany for ,
The information is that a

-
F.) One of the JCR staff people iy contiming;
Anedmddme previously undiscovered Jewish boolcs~
mmber of non-Jewlsh German institutions do in act havée such books which they
could probably only have obtained through conf; cation or duress channels,
Since the deadline for filing under Law 59 has! falready passed, the JCR people
are at a loss as to how to claim these hooks qi'r even obtain access to them,
In this conmection they will be seeking the ad'\}iée and assistance of the JERSO

people in Germarw. :1

G.) Summarizing, it is evident as of this d.ate that JCR has advanced a long way
towards completion of its program, but that aftremendous smount of work still
remminae to be carried out. It will dbe difficult at this stage to estimate how
many more monthe will be required for mmpletion. .

‘1-"_. ‘_
n Hr‘“d'

A

L

In addition to the above discussion, I took up with Dr. Starr and Mrs. Arendt
the question of the news item in theJTA bulletin inspired by the World Jewish
Congress ¢ almed for that organigzation cr?dit for JCR-recovered torahs for
Israol, 1In view of the faet that Dr. Baron 13 awgy from the clty, it was
decided that Dr. Starr would draw wp a le‘cter which he would send to Dr. Baron
" in Connecticut for his sighature, sald 1etter to set forth the true story
regarding the torahs. The.original of this --] atter will elther go to the JTA
with a copy to the Congress, or vice versa.i i In additlon, JOR will follow it
up with a telephone call to the JTA directly Finally, it was agreed that the
mtter will be discussed at the next meeting of the JCR Board of Directors

at which time the JOR officers wlll be asked | to make it clear that any publicity
regarding JCR!'s work should emanate from J"C“l itself and not from one of the

moember organimtionso il
f

Nl :
‘ {
Eli. Rock

)
5

FER:cga

cc: HKB
BRF
JJIJ
J8
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. JEWISH CULTURAL RICONSTRUET mN,nm. |
1841 Broadway, New Ybrkﬂ 23, N.Y ul/y{

3
| coNFIDENTIAL i

o . | i | September 1049
Fleld Report No.9 . g A R ' = .
- Bernard Helier - . . . ﬁ R SR '
. B
. : i

With the 11 uidation of the. Orfenbach collection our locus - U
. operandi was shifted to the Landes’ Mu%eum in Wiesbaden, When“« '
we. came there we found all . the availehle space. stacked with.
all sorts.of identifiable cultural objects, mostly of non- - -
Jewisn ownership. These were being processed and, were under. A
way to be restored to individuals: adf inetitutions of. various e
countries which tlhie Nazis inVaded an? daspoiled. S R B

- The cases containing the Baltio collection, the examination of
, whiclhh was our next assignmant werepstored in the underground.
AV chanbers of the museum. Vhen. tidbits of 'space becanie free we S
‘were ohliged to content .ourselves with. bringing up- single cases
© and examining them there. piecemeal.ﬁlAs if -this was not..a’ suf-. o
ficient detsrrent to a speedy- execuﬁion of our. task,‘we had tO;i
wait for the military aubthorities to sanction’ the ‘transfer ;and "
continued employment of our German and DP workers. -When' these“l'
- -authorizations finally came we had’ th problem of thelr’ trans-
portation from Frankfort on:ilain, wh%re they roesided,. to o
WLesbaden where they wére to pursuegtueir daily work.

Free govermnent vehioles weré at ‘a premium and even Whan avail~

able, they could not bs obtained before approval was aocquired, o
frowm a string of offiglals.,  Vhen the approval came and the . ;
worlers were re-engaged, we found ourselves confronted with a B
"demand, to which I yielded because ' i@ was not unreasonable
_that the two hours consumed in. oonvewing the ‘'workers to and

from worl: should: be counted as part”of their day's work.
. y T ]

The Geraan government employees: rsoeive vacation pay after v
they are in service a stipulated 1ength of time. It 1s evident .
_that the natural desire of our workers to obtain this emolument S
did not contribute to the acceleration of our task,

»

Topping all these dtfficulties wahithe dispute between the R

municipality of Frankfort and Wiesbaden, each contending that -

the pay was to come from the cofferﬁ of the other. When I 1eft }

the dispute was still nnresolved ana ﬁhe men were without pay ;

for a full month. } $j , V 4 ;.‘_.:
. . A

The delay of the JCR in accepting the government's oondition ;

that 1t be. the custodian of. the Ealpio colleotion for two years,
instead of 1ts outright trustee, also caused ‘uncertainty ebout.

our work, even though the.right of aocess to the material was oo
signed on July 22. ‘ 1 L e
N v o U
These and other impediments did no gprGVQnt us here alao from Fee e
fulfilling ‘the stipulation of -the bgreement with the AlG. The © " -

ST S
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~ about 2,000 items, chiefly Yiddish and:

;

Br Y]
: il
& ) 4;
-2 - !
!n
it
1i

Baltic collection, oonsisting of 214 oases with sbout 29, 000

books, was examined, olassified, crated!hnd shipped in the be-
ginning of ﬁeptember. 78 ceses with 122418 .volumes were shlpped
to Isrsel. Of these,. 33 cases, the remn?ants of the Mapu Library
from Kovno, were given to the lHebrew: Jn}versity Library into
trusteeshlp for a perlod of 2 yeers. ‘45 cases contalning ohief~w
1y the libraries of Kohel, Kovno, and the Slobodka Yeshiva, '
were restituted to their former owners’ﬂnow in Isreel. 136 cases
contalning 16,346 books, were shilpped- QO the warehouses of :the .
AJDC in Paris, where they will remein intaot for two years,
except for the identiflable books whosefclaimants mey appear

and prove to the satisfaction of the JCR that they aré the war~

‘ranted owners or succesgors and demaxd their rightful possessions.

Mmong- the boolks sent to Paris are 17 mases which probably do not
come from Baltic countries. These are“ first, 7 cases with
modern Hebrew, bearing
the stamp "Kultur-Lige" in Hebrew characters with no place; se~-
cond, 4 cases with about 1,000 1tems,bearing the stamp Ivrijah,
.oghilev* ‘third, 6 cases with about 440 items which. seem to
orlginate from Salonica. 11 ceses contgin ‘about 900 1tems . of
private and-public ownership in whichhthe ‘owner's place could
not be found. 2 cases with 133 itemsilloould be  identified as
property of the Mirrer Yeshiva, to wh'{ch they'will be.returned.

After the clearance of the ceremoniaﬂjobjects (seo0 last report)
.and the Baltlc units I directed the gtaff to proceed at once
to the exgmingtion and disposition of the German Jewisn 1n-
stitutional material. : ”V . »

The 5n1tial survoy 1ndicates‘¢his colpeotion to conslst of dbout
50,000 volumes, including a quantitx”of periodical literature.
About 53,000 volumes hail from libraqies of Institutions and
large Gemelnden (Jued. Theolog. Seminary of Breslau, 11,412 vo-
lumos; Jued. Gem. Berlin, 7,761 volimes; Hochschule fuer die
viissenschaft des Judentums Berlin, ﬁu270'~ Isr. Rel. Gem.
Darmstadt, 1,087; Isr. Gem. Frankfiirt, including Philanthropin,
4,852; Hernann Cohen gollection, 5“?46 volumes;  Kirchheim §
collection, 1,588, and Verein Isr. Rel Lehrer, 1,305; = Synago-
gen. Gem. Koenigsberg, 3,857.) To tbese are to be added 8,000
volunes emanating from about 600 Gemoinden and their 1nstitu-
tions end societies., , : il
) :I; Lo
The first unit that we tackled in this group was ‘the Hermann
Cohen collection. The reason for dbr putting this collection
first is because Intimations had béen given that those books i
would be assigned to the Hebrew Unﬂvcrsity ag a unit. About a
weelr or ten days after the Baltic colleotion was dlspatched to

- the AJDC warehouse in Paris, the Termann Cohen library was as-

sembled, classified orated and ma%e ready for shipment.

‘When I left, the exanination and olassification of the Breslau
collection was nearing completion.}| In the meantiue, JCR through
JRS0 recelved title to the German- Jewish institutional collect-
lons. Because of the exigencies tilat may arise to thwart our
work and the numerous drawbaocks thht bob up to delay 1ts

il |
{ ;
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progress 1t would be diffioult to stipulate the date ror the ¢

completion of the above task. If thesefpolleotions are to be .t

assligned to institutions as units, then:thelr examination andv -
ecrating aend. listing of the contents of_pach‘case’ought to be

completed by~the endlof October or the;middle'of November.

1

In the middle of August, we started the|listing of and the.
negotiations for about 1 100 rare books! which had been trans-
ferred from Offenbach to Wiesbaden end whose Jewish ownership
was being questioned. 1. Kegan and.I donferred with Mr. Cain,
the OMGUS officlal in charge of the nurtural property. Kagan
presented the facts befors him that there were some books in-
that group that were not of Jewish content and that some of them
may even hgve the stamp of g non- Jewishﬂinstitution. I con-
tended, however, that Jewish libraries; were not limited to
Hebraioa and Judaica. I cited to him instances of ' learned Jews
who made ohurch history and. patristic Lﬂterature their fleld.’
Slnce these books originelly came fromlthe Offenbach collection,
which contalned confiscated Jewish matqrial the presumption
was that they constituted Jewish possegsiona. Mr. Caln told us
that he was sympathetioc with my polnt. of view and that he be- . -
lleved that he would iIn a few days dispose of the matter in a
menner which would be. Satisfactory. I an hoping that within a :
short period he will get to this 1tem.on his long list of dutles
and these so-called rare books will beirlso ready for shipment,

. i 4

gl

The foundatlon of the Restitution Progqan is Law 59. Consider-

" Ing, however, the political conditions’ consequent to the tension
botween the Last and West and the latfer s eagerness to woo and |
win the Germans to 1ts side, thils law assumed the:form not of.

a firm granite stone but of a crumbling chunk of ¢lay. The

adage "Between the cup and the lip there can be many a slip"

is partiocularly pertinent here. What a change of attltude there
13 bYetween those who instituted the law|and those who are seeing,
or will see, .its execution. .Wie are woqking on a terraln where -
the ground under us is gradually sinking and out of its deep
bowel a suddon violent eruption may break out at any time. °

A day before I left I was called into Lhe office of a most
estimable and cultured gentleman who Was connected with the
Monuments and Flne Arts Division. Knowing that I was returning
to the States, he unburdened his heart. to me. ‘He voiced his
deep dlstress over some estgblished faots and current rumors.
He told me that he was just informed thiat the Property and
Cultural Divisions of the ANG had beenjabolished. He pointed
to clues which were ominous as to the future gourse of restitu-
tion of the remaining Nazi loot. Doesﬂthis spell the outright
- repeal of Law 59, and if not, does it mean the transfer of its
“implementation to tho new German government which to him, was
tantamount to nullification of that 1aw? Pointing to a window
“of the museun, he said: . "There lie @600 million worth of cul-
tural objeots whieh the Nazis have stoﬂen from 1ndividuals and -

) 3
i
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1nst1tutions all over EUrope.' What is ﬁq beéome of the commit- = -
mente which . the United States made to thﬂ varlous nationals -
who wsre allied with us or whose unnorprpund activities alded - . |
- us, aa woll ag to the JOR?  One Wd;ﬂbrSﬁVthh°r the High '
Commiszaioner resziizcs what a fqtaqu step he is taking and .
how h!s act may in The fature harrass him. He then ended with .
the wsll- krown phrase, ”Gnd forglve himrfor he ‘knows nob what -
he does,"

R Iy S . ;
I want to oonc1Ude:this repgrf with voicqng mv deep nppreoiation
to Professor Salo W. Baron for his unfaiﬂlng Underscanding ard
~ablding falth,; and magnliisent cooperatfcn. ‘But even more than
that, I want to thank the Board and him'llf'or the opportunity .
which was afforded me to share In'a great mitzva and to: parti-
cipate in a venture whose beneficencs 18 bound to redound to - N
all menkind as well as to despoiled Isr%al. . | e
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December 12 11949

“S
Mr. E11 Rock’ li
Joint Distribution Committee Al
270 Madlson Avenue —_ )
New Yorwk 16, N. Y. - | Lot

f
1.
3

Dear‘Mr.

|
- ’ -r:‘~
Rock: - BRI . %1

N ‘

I am enclosing some memoranda refarring to the

Secretary Breslau and the Kirchheim oollections, including ! f

MAX GRULNLEWALD lists, WhiGh aS yOu Will See’ were Originally i, §

Execntive Seereiary circulated among the members of tha'mdvisory Com- Y

MANHAN AR mittee and the Board of Directors. Iltrust this 1

will give you the information you deﬁire. ’ ol

i o . i

oincerely ynur§, - : ‘é

i ’ ;‘i' ' ;

: : S : o

g : S A Secretary o l' Arendt - S
L : 5 : . : .
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JEWISH CULTURAL RuCONSTRUCTION ING.
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N YW

.,I{_ |
Novem%er 25 1949 | o

|

MEMORANDUM

|

'To: Members of Board of Directors _ i

lfembers of Advisory Committes - ﬁ
From: Hanngh Arendt i
)

Subject: Breslau Collection : | I

!
N
* i
1

At 1ts last meeting, on October 17, the Bosrd of Directors pro-
{ posed that the remnants of the Traenkelsohe Stiftung Breslau
' . should be kept intact and allocated ‘to Switzorlgnd.- This propo-
siltion was referred to the Advisory Committee fﬁ; re consideration.
“In the meantime we received (a) further advice from our Mr..
Shunami in Wiesbaden that thoese rennants do’ not;constitute an. |
organic unit and (b) a formal reguest from the: ‘Hébrew University -
for about 2,800 of the 11,273 volumes, in’ accordbnoe with its
: recognized top priority. o %
The vote from the Advisory Committee was as folﬂows" 6 members
were opposed to keeping the unit intact and 2. di& not vote on it.
I a@m, therefore, proposing to comply with the request from the
Hebrew University to allocate 2,800 books from the Breslau.
colleotion to Jerusalem, and to leave the declsfon about alloca~
tion of the remaining 7-8,000 volumes.until after more detalled
Informatlon is aVQilablo from Wiesbaden. 1 o ‘
M

Will you please oaet your vote on the enclosed %frd?i
,m
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‘To: Hombors of tha MVimry Ccrr*ziﬁ\‘:ma- |
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CTEEISH CULTURAL ““C“’)TRJCT ““,jjmu.’
1841 Wrondwnj, Mew kovh 23; ﬁéy.
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detobdr 24, 1949

i
Ty

HMEMORANIN ‘ ‘ i‘
|
i

i
'
i

Promt D, laoneh Avendt

The remnanta of tho Breslau molloctjm RYD

0 | now wready for
solpsent in .icsbaﬁeﬂ. - iy ,

1
AL the last meetlng of the Board »f ,*‘ireotpre it was
n.!'\.)[.':uﬁmd to orfar thea as a unit te ’\wit;zarl:md on eon-~
Altlon that 1t bo kept intact. fin alt@rnative propaa&ttau

to alvicde this gollection gnong several .'f‘m'opean eountviaa
(Switzerlend, Sweden snd Italy) was «élaeuaiaed.

st the amo m%mn@, the recommendetion or ths Mvisory ‘
Commlttos to honor tha appiioation fror %candinmvian gountries,
a9 submitted by Dr. Nurt %Wilhela of ‘h@dan, wan guantioned.
focording to some mesbers of the Boprd of qireotm", the
Sgandinavian Jowish communities will not Ye ebls to meke
wloqinto usze of books of a scholarly naturg. Dr. Wilheln's

lobttor 13 now belng circulated ameong the me’xﬂmm of thoe

Boprd. 16 wea dsc?ﬁed to wafer the mnttarlenca nore to the
Advlsory Ca.wmitt:m for remmsi&mxblon. 1

ihere ore, umref‘o"n two questzo'w Lor 1*"1‘10‘"1 T st
solleity your votet fz, A
! ‘

1. “hall the Broslau ecollection; which reprasmﬂts only
n romnmt of the originel Mbrar q:‘ 'l Prankelsche
Stiftung, be kopt Intact and sen h%ﬂmr snd, or
shall 1t e dlvidad‘* : : iﬂ ‘

. 2. Shall the requewt of Dz'. w1lhelm bo! él’wmrefi or not?
‘ (Copy nf D, %vilhr-l:w's lots or 18 atl:anhmi Y

.
i sl

Filicho.:KQ\bd NY 5’?&)?)\) ‘
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JEWISH CULTURAL RSCON?TRUC?ICN, INQ.
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Yﬁ, .
| - 1 |
chsivemb,en 17, 1949
!
MEMORANDUM il
_ _ i
To: Members of Board of Dircctors h
From: Hannah Arendt : i
o ' ' o a0 .
The Kirgheim collectilon, formerly the propertyi|6f the French
Jewlsh kommunity, has been sorted in Wiesbadeniland is now
regdy for shlpment., Attached is a list of the/lmain subject
divisions. fﬂ
This 1s one of thée few collections which cane: dnto our
possession intact. : ' i :

Hebrew University has requestod 1t,

Please cast your vote on the enclosed card. |

.t
il

It seems advisable to keep this collection as'iy unit.

| ; -
The

: ~ThHe Advisory Committee
has voted on this request in the affimWative~J*
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KIRCHHEI! COLLECTION #

4

llaln 3ub ject Divisiono}
hl

Hebraica ~ : ‘
Bible (text) - 36 vobgmesi
Biblical literature 64 {
Talmud o .26 i
Talmudic literature 103,
Halakha _ 231 &
Mfusar, Derush o 75l
Liburgy 40
listory » 25 i,
Hebrew language ' 23 .
lloderh Hebrew literature 40 W
Philosophy arml Kabbala 33
Varila 149 34

Total 845 volumes,

' il
Judalca 7 ﬁg
~ ol
Bible (text) ' 11 volumes
Biblical literature | 70 ‘
Rellgion 44 -
Post-Biblical 11Leraiure 55. ﬂﬁ
History 117 Y
Hebilew languago . 25
Bibliography ‘ 20 4
Varia | 00 .
Periodicals L i
\ ‘ Total 16‘ vo}umes
o ! ‘
NMdn= Jewish Books . 15u v?iumes
Grand tobal 1,463 Z?
i
!
;,;‘zv
¥
i
. : ,;!
Yovembher 4, 1949 j
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if you would advise to allg

L prmpdigne
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JEWISH CULTURAL RECOWSTRUCTION h}c.*A
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.X. .
: o T
v g
KEMORANDUM I
gl
To: Hembers of the Advisory Commitfse ﬁ
- From: Dr. Hannah Arendt ; W
) ) 4
[ 1 I .
The Klrchhelm oollection of the Prapkfurt Jewish
‘: [ . ' .
Communaty has been sorted and is now read{ for shipment,
1 .
Attached is a 1ist of the mdin subject d%ﬂlsions.

i

Qhunwmi requested that th‘s colleotion be Aept

h]

1 bo the Hehrew

i me,; on the

cate the Kirchhein

115517
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. JEWIS H CULTURAL dTCOWoTRUCTI@
1841 Broadway, New York 23

‘:’—'i
: H;,v.’ .
ﬁ ??*:~“’

i
i

) - ’/
SPERCIAL MEETING OF TIIE BOARD O“I?IRFCTORS‘I?
December 19 19483 e . )
| | [ BERNG
Pursuant to a notice dated December 2, Lg copy of which
precedes the minutes, a special meetzng@bf the Board of
Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Ine. was held
on llonday, December 19; 1949, at the office of Dr. Salo W.
Baron, Fayerweather Hall Co?umbia University, New York.
i
The following persons were preqent Prof. oalo W. Baron,
President; Dr. Simon Federbusch, Vice- President' Dr. Max
Gruenewald, Secretary; Dr. Lewin Hr. Fine, Dr. Goldsmith
and Dr. Ben Halpern. S h
: o J
Prof. Baron acted as chalrmen. o H‘

The reading of the ninutes of the lasL meeting was dispensed
with. The minutes woere approved as oinculated

Upon the suggeatlon of the chairman a motlon wag made' and
seconded to insert into the mlnutes words of appreclation in
memory of the late Dr. Joshua Starr (se% Appendix)

The chalrman reported that the- Alllance Israelite Universelle
has acoepted the Board's invitation dﬂd designated lessars.
Mercel Franco and Marcel Abrsham as members of our Board and
Messrs. Saadia G Chernlak and Jules Bramnschv1g as’ alternates.
The chairman brought to the attentlonfof tha Board Dr. Hamsh
Arendt's report whilch contains anongd:other ltems her findings
and suggestions with regard to oaohcs. She also deals with the
archives recovered in Gemiany. The Gesamtarchiv will go to
Jerusalem, whilé the archives from othor dities’acdording to
the suggestion of Dr. Arendt's should%find thelr place in the
lemorial Library 67 the German Jewu.é The ¢hairman stressed
the neoeSSity of microfilning manuscgipts and valuable histori-
cal material in Germany proper and discussed wa¥s znd means of
financing microfilming on a large “cale ‘in Germany. This
question will be referred to the Advmsory Committes.

il
The chairman presentod hid budpet proposals for the period
beginning Jarivary lst and sriding on, June '80th, 1950. A budget
calling for a total expendmturs of m%l 7OG was - adopted.

Through a vote hy meil 16 was dec»deg to send to Hebrew Uni~

versity P

1 Snme 2500 books selecfed “oy Dr‘ Shunami out of

. the 11,000 Breslau books,.| Of the remainder of the
Breslau books approximately one-half will go to
Switzerland and the otheq half to South America
{Argentine). ‘ '

115518
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| o
2. The Kirchhelm collection WM
. . 3

3. Non-German periodicals.

- J' *
Dr. Gruenewald suggested that a stipu-ation be made with the
reciplents of collections to keep them s&parate. Dr. Lewln
poifitéd out that this purpose could be achieved by printing:
separate catalogues for those colleotionql Prof. Baron pointed
out, the Aifficulties arising for 1ibrariﬁs if they were request-
ed to treat those collections as>units, He is confident that
the identity of those collections will be preserved, if the
reciplents will honor the request of the! Bqud to send in item-
ized receipts. ;q '
- The chalrman proceeded to dlscuss the Baltxc Collection and
P particularly the method of advertising ln the: centers of the
‘ Jewish world the names (16,000) of the owners. It was decided
to disregard the owners of five books and less. The form of
the advertisement will be worked out by Prof Baron and members
of the staff. _ ;$

The chairman brought to the attonbion of“the Board the requests
for books made by Brandels University and by ‘the Department of.
Germanle Languages of City College. 1In Lhe following discuss-
ion other general institutlons were menfioned whose departments
serve the Jewish reading public and the needs of Jewish scholars
such as the Jewish Division of the New Ybrk Public Library,

Noew York University, and Columbla Univer31ty. The chalrman
expressed the gentimént of the Board txat the time has come to
consider these general institutions, too, bwnd he will inform

the Advisory Committes accordingly. ' T ‘

!
i

The meetling was adjourned at 6:00 P:l. ?

! . -
Respect?)lly submitted,

415519
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'CONFIDENTIAL -

Hesnnsh Arendt

December 1949

-
I A
i

A draft memorandum to be submitted to th
the Ministers of Education in the German
next meeting in Stuttgart on February 10
outcome of my. negotlations with German I

mental authorities during the month of D

malled to Mr Ferenoz of JRSO whom I tri

Mr. Ferencz will complete and-revise the
then shall submlt to Minister Hundhammer
action.
in Munich by the middle of January.

Prof. Eppelsheimer of Frankfurt/M Direc
Municipal and University Library and anl
Hesse-Govermment, suggested that I appro
of the German Librarians‘ Association, G
Gustav Hofmann of the Bavarian State Lib]
oussed this sugg\

e

Busse (1in charge!of the Reichsaustauschs

In the Notgemeinschaft:der deutschen- Wissenschaft in-Bad.Godes~

berg), former-Jtaatssekretaer: Prof. dril
(who spent 5 years in g Zuchthaus and 2!
Dr. Weissweiler of the Bonn University‘

_of the Oriental- Dopartre nt - of -the Pruasi

lin, and also with Prof. Jaspers in Base

agreed that without active cooperation] from“the German’ librarians

nothing can be "achieved, ‘that’ there-wili}
to help ih a number of: places, ‘but thatf
appeal to the librarians: may’ not be enoy,
connected with the Bonn Government, waev
action through the Ministers of Educatio

Gustav Hofmann in Munich received me
manner. He agreed at once to ppblish an
asked me not to formulate. this ‘appeal,; D
graphs stating what we expect “them to- do
no uncertain words that he'did not. want‘
cooperation alone but would need a gever
up hia appesal..
Minister Hundhammer in Rome,..I:get in"to
Dr. Sattler in Munich, 4. very importanq
BaVarian Kultusministerium, and*proposq
for all three Western zones. ¢S

\‘
R,

i
o
1

¥
¥,
7

JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCT'ON

The memo together with an aooo?panying letter ehould ber;

estlion in detail in. Bonn}with Dr. Giseéla von"

He suggested that during

Since Hundhammer 1sthe President
of the Permanent Conference of~,he Kultd
g b

z-— (=
-
S

5y - Permanent Conferen
Federal Republioc fo"
, 1950, has besn the "
1brarians ‘and 'govern
eoember. Copy. of itiwas
ed to. keep 1nformeduand‘

present text: which I» i
in ‘Munich' for firther = -

i

¢

tor of the Prankfurt
important man in the:
ach“the President-

eneraldirekfor Dr. R
rary: in Munich:, Iy d18*~

telle of German libraries

1 of. Frankfurt: University
years in Buohenwald),”
Library end ‘former head.
an State: Library in; Be:
1. TALL theee,people

‘be people glad “and- ready
generally speaking, an:
gh.; Prof: Brill) olosely
the first to suggest .
n. A

in“the most cordial s
appeal in his bulletin,'z
Pt -to draft a few para-"

and then . told me in
to rely on voluntary"
nment ‘decree to- follow:
the gurrent’ absenoe of
pch with Staatssekretaer*
personality in’ the .
the 1ssuance of &, decree

sministerien of. Western
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Gernany (the Bonn GOVernment has no ministry of Education) Munieh
seemed to be the right p]ace to t ake thisginitiative.

Before seeing Dr. Sattler, 1 met Prof. Held of the Munich Muni-
cipal Llbrary, a great friend of the Jews in a slightly mystical .
way, and discussed with him Hofmann's propesal. He;, too, agreed’
that we shall need a regular decree. | ‘
”‘{ 31 0 '

Apart from all other reasens, such a eeonee appears neoeSqary

. because Law 59 under which all libraries were asked to report

- their oonfiseated property has the seriousrshortcoming of limiting
the obligation of such reports (not of restitution!) to property
exceeding In value DM 1,000. Thus, the Munich Municipsl Library,
'for Instance, reporting ‘the confiscated cqllections which they
had found in their own stacks, to the Office of Military Govern-. ..
ment, Property Control, stated expressly that according to Law 59
they were not obliged to report "insofar’ @s the individual books
or the value of books of a group belonging to the same owner does
not exceed DM 1,000." (By the way, nowhere elssé have such books !
been more carefully segregated and prepaﬂed for restitution. - {
See below.) From what I have seen, Jewish confiscated property . )
has been widely scattered, not only through the Nazis but also
through later incorporation from caches.»]Only a decree which
rules that everything has to-be reported ;independent. of all mone- o
tary value (which 1s uncertain and open to interpretatione any- !
how) caen be of use to us in the long run. - : : S
Another reason which md{es a decree neeesgary are the present -
conditions of German librarles Largs quantities of books which
have come back from caches are not yet unpacked and nhobody knows
what 1s in the cases. It is gqulte possible that Jewish property
~will turn up during a number of years. Of the two million volumes.
of the Bavarian State Library, to give anlexample, only 800,000 '
are now on shelves, 3 to 4,000 are still 'in depots arnd the rest :
in the cellars. The same condition is the for museums {though ol
apparently not for archives). - o i : , I o ;

3
oord s e

Before I went to the Kultusministerium, I alsio talked to Prof. !

Heydenreich of the Kunsthistorisches Inetitut’of'Munich. He told Y
- me at once that a simllar action ough* te be taken for the muse- ]

ums and that he would be glad to help. ﬁs soon as Dr. Hofmann.

has publiqhed His appeal, he would prepara a-similar appeal for - . :

the museums'! officers. He asked me spontaneously why I did not . '
" go to Heuss and ask him that the, Bonn Government publieh a law ;

%ae distinguished from a mere decree) for reparation in kind. ;

He believed that this should be possibleﬂat this moment. He: IR !

belongs with Gisela v, Busse and a few. others to those people -

who suffer honestly. and seriously from wnat has besn done.

After these preliminaries ‘and after having discussed the matter

with Dr. auverbach, who made - the appointment with Dr, Sattler, ,
I-went to see Dr. Sattler: and discussed with him the more general
terms of the matter. He then introduced’me to thelr legal adviser, -

Dr. Eugene Mayer., Before I drafted ‘the memorandum mentioned -

above, which 1s the result of my discussibon with Dr. Mayer and .

gr. Sattler I went to Nuremberg to dieeu%s the whole matter with
erencz. I v o :

e e i e
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Our Tentative List of Jewish Gultural Treésures which unfortunate '
ly wgs not known to the German librarianSg(and more unfortunatsly

. even not to JRS0), proved of groat help. Pr. ‘Hofmann asked for
30 coples in order to send them to all greater libraries and the
people in Ministry wanted ‘it as proof of former .possession.
JRS0O, as you know, has clalimed globally community property; but
in the coming discussions of who is Coingito inherit cultural’
property, the communities or JCR-JRSOy it'would have been by far
better 1f they could have claimed according to our oatalogue.

, |

11, Caches - !

. i : ’

In addition to 5nformation whioh you received or will reoeive

shortly from Bernstein, I shall enumeraté: in the following brief-
‘ 1y pertinent information which I gatheredlin a non systomatio way:

1 ﬁrchives.A Jewlsh aroh1Va1 material is in the following
archives in Bavaria Geheime Staatsar~hiv - Munich
: : Staatsarohiv w - Amberg
. . —,Nouhurg ‘
" 3 ;" Nuernberg'
: oo R ~ VWuerzburg _
Source: Dr. Winkler, Generaldirektorqderf o o
Staatlichon Archive Bayern to JRSO o

The Prankfurt and Hmwburg Communlty Arcgives seem to be mnong
the Gesamt-Archlv material in Berlin. Eor this Gesamtarchiv,
Dr. Alex Beln 1s now nepotiating in Boruin, '‘as I reported '
previously. | 5

~ Bource: Lowenthal. ‘ {

¢ 2. Libraries: E
‘. At 1eaot two cases’ ‘with Hebrqica md Zionistica were among

the material of a depot in the French zone, Neustadt a.d.Hardt,

Haus der Industrie und Handelskammer (nfar ‘Ludwigshafen).

The depot consisted of Nazl gtate and party archives which had

been shipped during the war to the Marionfestung in Wuerszburg.
Source: Dr. Rossmann, Philesophical Seminary of the’ Uni~

versity Heidolberg

1

os

b. The library of the Ilunich Instifut zur Erforschung der

-modernen deutachen Geschichte, Abt. Judenfrage, had been in a

cache in the neighborhood of Passau.' ‘Part of this library is

‘now in the Bavarian State Lilbrary. About 20 volumes with stamps

of the Muriich community were found and returned. The origin

of the books 1s not yet certain, about S\to ‘6,000 volumes. .

The greater part of thils library was diqtributed by the American
authorities to DP camps from the Preising Collecting Polnt.

The DP camps were not Jewish; I shall try to trace the where- L
abouts of these books when I “am agaln in|Munich. This library

‘should have been of almost equal importance with the Prankfurt/
Rosenberg collection. }

¢. In the depot of the Munich Muniﬂiﬂal Library where for-
merly confliscated material is being sorted and catalogued are

o

i ' .
1 ;
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1,239 volumes bearing Lhe stamp of. thelTunich Jewish Community -
and 23 volumes with stamps of the Jewish Communities in-
. Aschaffenburg, Augsburg and smaller. Jewish organizationq.
There are also about 5,000 volumes. which are unidentifiable
as to ownsrship, among them a certaln number of Judalca which
will be returned. I looked through a card ‘catalogue and talked
to the librarians -- the depot 1s under]the direct supervision
of Dr. Seestaller -- who seem to be very cooperative. The
whole depot consists of about 13 to 14”000 volumes, and contains
quite a number of political libraries, Trade Unlons, Soclalist
and Communist perty-organizations, etcul The whole depot was
~liberated by the americsns snd then han ded to the Munilcipal = .
Library for trusteeship. 5,250 volumes are private identirfi-
able property belonging to 890 owners.' A number of ‘these booksv-
. are claimed, but I do. not vet know How[many and aid. not 1ook
1nto this material. T

d. Fifty to a hundred cases with books are now under the '
trusteeship of the Bayrische Landesamf‘%uer«Vermoegensvarwalt~
ung und Wiedergutmachung, AuqsenstellatMuenchen Stadt. . I talk-

ed to Mr. Gastiger who did not even know the exact number of
cases. The depot is not in Munich and we could not visit 1t.
Seven cases, however, had been catalogued and I looKed through.
these lists. WNot very interesting mat%rial almost entirely;
non-Jewish but undoubtedlv of Jewilsh ownerqhip, since each case
contalned a certain number of books which ¢could be found only

in Jewish libraries; such as prayerbooks etc. Mr. Gastiger
agreed that this was certainly Jewish- owned material and pro-
mlsed an exact count and possibly Lhe opening of more cages.

for the end of January. - ; :

- 3\ .

' 3l g o
e. In Heidelberg in ‘the 11brary of thie Jewish Community are
some 200 books of more than ordinary inllerest, Judaica, which
were returned to.Mr. Sprecher, the librarian, (Spreeher is
student at Héidelbergts medical sohool)hthrough the librarian
of the Municipnl lerqry Mr . opreoherwwill return these books
to JCR. , i ‘

More important is that u1e Heldelberg University Library is
still In possession of the Mombert Library, ‘an important
collection of first editions and rcligious literature. Alfred -
Mombert, a German-Jewish poet, was depo§ted to Southern France
togéether with all other Jews from Baden|in the fall of 1940.

At that moment, all private librariles oh\the Jews'-in Baden

were confisoated and apparently sold in! public auctions through
the Gestapo. Mombert's library was saved through the personal
Interventlon of some of his friends and! 1ater transferred to
‘the Finanzamt. Several cases with’ mnnuqcripts and correspond-
ence with German and other poets  from Lilienkron to Hofmanns--
thal were sent to the Gestapo hcadquarteES in Berlin. The
Mombert 1library was sold by the Finanzamt to. the. Heidelberg
‘University for 3,000 DM ~-- i,e. for an 1nsignificant amount,

The casos were. noL unp&cked and remainedsin the cellar of ‘the,
library. & niece of Mombert, Mrs. Clara Vogel seems to have
claimed this library in 1947 however,‘lt seems that no action
was teken because she fina]]y did not knéw what to-do with the
books. When I am,in Heidelhevg, I shallitry Lo clear this -

o e

115523
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f. The military authorities have handeq about 130, OOO non=

Jewlsh books from the Offenbach Depot to
in Frankfurt.
as to ownership, and ‘it 3eems beyond doub
them did not belong to Jews., However,. af

- Munlch where the Municipal Library has the

similar material

Prof. Bppelsheimer

The greater part of thes |books 15" 1dentifiable

t that great parts of

ter’my experiendes in -

e trusteeship for

I intend to look into this ‘matter once more.

It is probable that German Judaica (though not Hebraica) will

be among them.

i

I1I. Leads and. Other Pertinent I

R

fbrmation

:1|

a. In Munich, one of the employees of
an Austrian, told me of the existence of
depot in Carinthia, this depot was one o
fccording to his information, part of thl
sold after the war and part had been tra?
institutions. He gave me the addresses o
likely to possess more information. i

b. In the Eastern Zone: . ?

1. The Library of the

v

Zuchthaus Brgndanburg\possessed'a‘-

{the Mhnicipal Library,.

la two~mi1110n volumes.
f the Gestapo caches.
3 material had been
sferred into state .
r porsons who -are ‘

i
|

rich collection of Judalca, chraiCa, ceremonial objects and

Tora-scrolls.

Source: Prof Brill. Hor
am in Berlin. ‘ i

ki

2. 50,000 volumes bearing the stamp of 'the Einsatzstab

Rosenberg with many Judalca and Hebraica

were. found in the

printer shop Vogel in Poestneck, SaalfeldVThueringen where

~ the SS had brought them to in fall 1944 .

to have been carried off by the Russianﬂ

In 1947, they seem

3. Conflscated private Jewlsh libr%rieq in Berlin were.

offered to the Reichsaustauschstelle andl

bought for the recon-

struction of Gérman Tibraries. shortly before the end of the

war L

4. Generally speaking, hundreds oﬂ

Weissweiler), . Wolf Haenisch, present
Department of the Prussian State’ Library,
for information, for the State Library h
1ibvaries of fornor Nazi institutes andl

These books were labteirr dispersed 1n caches in Berlin.
' It seems. that most of them were talten bﬁ

the Russians.

thousands of books

were brought back ‘to Berlin after the catastrophe (Source: Dr. .
headiof the Oriental

should be éontadted
as dncorporated the
rganizations.

5. A great guantity of books beavlng the stamp of the

Einsatzstab Rosenberg wers.foind in a cashe in the neighborhood

of Halle and the incorporated into the Uﬁlver31ty library in

Halle. Source: irs, Hella Jaensch, forme

r 1ibrarian of the

Halle Municipal Library, now with t he Aﬁerican library in

Frenkfurt, . . ‘
X s . ’

e 1nformation when I j

aé«‘& e,
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6. 80 cases with books of the Fraenkelsohe Stirtung/

Bréslau as well as the ‘archives of" thel
in the Jewish Library” in the TlomackiJ

!

Breslau community were

The Warsaw National Library reoeived many Judaica and Hebraica
from Polish Jewlsh 1ibraries during 1939 1943.

A 1arger depot existed in Kladzko/Nloderschlesien.

At least

one manuscript from the Vienness Community library was found

there. -Source: Bernstein. S

W |

H,

I finally succeeded in receiving the names and ‘sometimes the
addresses of people who had been connectqd with libraries and
archives during the last years of the Nazi regime.

I also received some 1eads for people in

are in contact with the Eastern zone. Howevgr

pretty hopeless.‘ A i

the Western zones who
, this matter -looks

Mdresses of Nazis and SS people who havg beén ‘or are still in-
tprned can be obtained from certain gove nme@t’departments.
I

V. Bookqellers and Auctibnsji

See the'coming Bernstein report

i
I talkéd only to Dr. Karl of

Karl & Faber, one of the biggest second- hland dealers 1in Germany.
He told me that he has been trying for ydars to obtain a Hebrew .

incunablum for a client -- without siccess.

.He believes that

such- things are more likely to be ofaored 0u§Side of Germany or

to smaller firms. : ’ : ‘ S

k
In thls connection, the Collowing item fr

- may be of interest: !

omlthe‘Herald Tribune

"Bamberg, - Germany,. Dec.,26 UP. - Police here announced
that they’'had. recovered a wash’ ba:kqt containing eighty-four
silver objects which disappeared when the Nazis burned

the loocal synagogue in 1938. |

e o

The original item iIn a German: newspaper
.~ was found in the gold and silver-shop ofj
According to the German police, this woma

"fm

tated that this silver
a certaln Barbara Wagner.
n has hidden these ob-'

jocts ever since the synagogue fires of 1938.

4»,!
!

VI, German Jewish Gommunitieé

at

There is 1little doubt that this will be oLe of our most complioat—

ed problems. I talked repeatedly and abt|

éreat length with Dr.

Averbeach 1In' Munich who was very helpful and gooperative. The

needs of the communities are not much c'tr’

"rights” which after all look very “dubioll!
even more dublous when one is in Germanyﬁ
. ) ' ) -

o
|

B
3
i

i
i

B

essed only theilr
§ - and I an afraid
The secretary of the

115525

Street in Warsaw in 1948.
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Central Committee for Llbevated Jews (DP') told me in Munich that -

. they had had a library, chiefly from the"Ofﬁenbach‘Depot through
the DP camps. They had to close the library because there had

“been not a single reader in six montls—4}andfthis with 7,000 Jews .
in Munich! ' ‘

Dr. Auerbach proposed (and I agreed) to grrange two meetings in

January, one In Munich on January 22 andithe .other in Stuttgart
on January 29. The first meeting will be arranged by the Bavarilan
communities and the second by 'the Interessenvertretung wlth re-
presentatives of the other Laender. I must if at all possible
try to see before Januvary 29 certailn keyjpeople‘in Frankfurt,
3tuttgart and Freiburg. I shall propoqehthat‘all distribution

o of books to German-Jewlish' communitiles. shﬂuld be handled by a :

: central body which will be responsible fer local distribution,
because nobody seems to be aware of the fact ‘that books were al-
ready distributed. However, this will be of 1little help. These .
communities,. or rather these leaders, wil]l probably demand that
we glve them a deolsive voice in all our”act;vities. I am now
planning to see Leo Baeck; may be he can help.

The danger 1s of course that all books which may turn up in the
future will be returned to these communifies. -In order to get

a more objective picture of what to expect I went to see Dr.
IEnders, the President of the Bayrische Landesamt fver Wiedergut-
machung, and asked him what he intended to| do with the identifi-
able books after all clalms havé been filed: * He replied, he would-
“invite the Jewlsh Community Murilch, the Blavarian Landesverband

and JRSO 1In order to come to a decision.? I asked the same

question of Professor Held of the Hun101pal ‘Library and he re-

‘ plied: He would turn over the books to JRSO Things, at any
rate, will be handled differently in everw city; but the tempta-
tion to return books with stamps simply to the former owner 1s
very strong lndeed and has already led t@ a very difficult situ-
atlon. JRSO, though theoretically malntainlng that Jewish com- .
munities are not rightful successors, pw aptlcally does not want
to interfere, once books .or archives ‘are: ln the possession of
certain comnunity leaders --.as for instancn in Bamberg, Regens-’

burg, Augsburg and Karlqruhe (as far as the Anerican zone 1s
concerned). )

'

(
;
li
|
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270 MADISON AVP
3 New York 16, N. Yi

ég

Jewish Resti &mmn Su('cessl([:

r Organ mmmn
NUE

LExington 2-5200 .-

© s mn AT ——— e T g e

e

December 27, 1949

o | | ~ MEMORANIUM .
_ i
S |
!
From: E1i Pock, Secretary . : - 1 :
To: Executive Committee, JRSO b ‘
: v k |
The Board of Directors and the Advie;o ry Committee of Jewigh Cul~ 0

tural Reconstruction, Ine, have recently voted to make the following B

additional allocatinng to the Hebrew Univers

tv (see attached schedule)s

, o !, :
a) Kirchheim Collection -1; ;
. .| !
B J‘ : : .
b) 2,800 volumes which the Hebrew University has selected out o
of the Breslau Col1ect30n of 11 273 vo]umw;}])reezently in the possession . . . o
of JCR. A L M A
- | ;
Unless we hear from you to the eontrary, we assume that this i
recompmendation from JCR ds satisfactory.. | A :
: : 2t |
. {
! '
i !
i ;
|
: g
E1i Rock 3!
T \
ER:tAU , \
Enc, - : o ;
bt . "MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS :
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE .  AGUDAS ISRAFL' WORLD ORGANIZATION i I WONLD JEWISH CONGRESS .  COUNCIL FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JFWS FROM GERMANY . !OARD OF DRPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS . CENTRAL
COMMITIEE OF LIBERATED JEWS IN GERMANY . CONSEIL RBPHFSENTI\TIF ~DFS IUIF8 DE FRANCE . CENTRAL UBRITISH FUND
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE . AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMIT’!’EF INC, . JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. -
: lN?KRESSFNV‘ERTRE‘TUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGFMEINDEM IN THE U. § ZONE!OF GEBMRNY . ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION
OPERATING AGENTS L1_
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE « AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIDUTION CO‘MM!T'I":EB, INC. < JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC!
T 400

115527
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] : »
q
; ;
KlRCHHBIM COLLECTIOh ;
q C . S
Main Subject DlVlSlorS Lo ' o
, : i
Hebraica ?
‘Bible (text) | - 36‘voluhes o ‘ .
Biblical literature . 64 : : , \ . !
Talmud E 26, ! :
Talmudie literature . , 103
fialakha ] 231!
- Musar, Derush . 7§
Liturgy E . 40
History ' : . 25 .
Hebrew Language o : : 23 , - : L :
Modern Hebrew literature - L0 - o r
~ Philosophy and Kabbala - 3y ' ‘ .
Varig 149 - . ‘ o i
Total 845! |\volunes : ‘
Judaica - ' _«' ’ !
Bible (text) L 1 volumes
- Biblical literature ' 70 ’
‘Religion o ‘ 1, i
Post-Biblical literature - . 55
History : : 117 "
Hebrew language 25 - v
Blbllography o 201 ' . _
Varia . : 88, : : _ : !
Periodicals 35
. Total * 465 volumes v
Non-Jewish .Books . ‘> ‘ 154 volumés A
o ‘ j : A ‘ ' i
Grand Total . 1,463] o o o
1
i ,
:‘ 1
b K
;a ' .
November 4, 1949 i »§
I J
i t
H | |
! - !
'i - ;-: { ‘ ‘
{ 1 199 28 , SaR
i. . + e E
L]
§
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" (main sﬁbject divis

Bible (texts)

Bible (texts) with bowméntary

Bible commentaries

- Nishna

Talmud (Babil,)

Talmud (Jerusal, )

Talmud commentaries

' Midrash

RIF

Halacha

Turim plus Shulchan Aruch (caro)

P AMBAM
vusar, Derush

Liturgy

‘Moderﬁ Hebrew Lit,

Judaica (German)

Judaica (non German)

Yiddish

Varie

Pericicals (Jewish)

" (non-Jewish)

‘N0ﬂ~JeWiSh,bQ0kS‘

BRESLAU COLLECTION .
Al

fons) -

# -

i ‘

{

|

i
{
4

128 vols,

1025

-% 3433V
l|. 382
;| 1109
| e
i )

il 285
3| -
A
1544
i -
197
0oe2
i
ﬂ; 511
?g'é977
.F' . B
|| 509
il 262

i
il 129
i .

Al 7
gl
1572
i

i| 720
102,

B P

11317

H

14,273 vols,
l' RN .
!
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Vienna Institute which i

ie mmong them and T am alraid T hay
of Minding that out for you.

i Bt
As you probably. know, the Jewi
closed its activities inw]QSP and i
storage. Its address r%1ﬁL111 care
Coclal Studies, Lu&i PlOd?Way, New
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‘ VVFSLEVAFJ lJNIVERSIWY
MJDDLETQVVN CONNECTICUT
: " il
CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDIES ‘ | ! -
) ool
R ] . Sept. 27, 1961
RN b JEA
Mr. frnest }{o.Wejxanavﬂ‘ il . ,f
Jewish Pe,titutionksjc¢$*aor Organifzation:
270 Madison Avenue ' | I : nE [
New York 16, N.¥. | [l R
W e 1
Dear Mre Weismann: ;| 104 i f
i ‘ i N N
A . Gl il Al 1 I . :
This is 1o reply tojiyour letty @i CONEerning the inquiry
you received about the ¢ %en,nch C@uxer§ ,
g ‘ ST h o (1 7, 7 o .
* s e N . 3 ha & s o Ko L
Jewish Cultural| Recenstruction recegved the (Ifon ach - 7 Lo
material aftéer the militar# avthorities! e ' /211
S o N £ edl R A ,
the major collections e 1hQLT1.f4_£H3] ownoyso In
other words, what we:rec§3ved was heirlegs or unidentifiable
Cproperty, &, i >i'i
0 i' ‘41
| : .
Among the buolc whzﬁ1 we handTnﬂ L‘ezp were a certain
nuniber of stray voJum@ *ﬁ ere formar ]n01VidHﬂ] owners could
he ddentified. EHumwo books wer@:xr&hurned by us. Theyv were
N ‘ il o . e
also of course,the remnants of Jewilsh inftlbullOﬂdl libraries,
either of comminities ojupoi‘ 111%&3_ utionsjiof higher learring,
which did no longer oylsp (For : nvgdnce-the Rabbinical @eana:y
of eslan). I confess % iat T do nuh renenber whether the

e‘no]porhibllwby right now
1
sh Fultural Reconstructi
t%Aarthveq are now in Cold
0f Conference on Jewish
10¢IL%
i X .
i%inverelv yours
H
Ll Mo ST
; i/‘y/?—\-—«(/ )‘*-r_a,,(
ﬁ'éizndh Arendt
1
i
i ot
R
g
H ;!\
B
4
. 1o
18
i

115530
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. i Members af the (Zm'jwmnrw QL/"Q’}/ .
N ) ‘ . ww‘ acht e R
Apndas )‘:;r;w! Weeld rpanization A . (nmu:u\unm o Burppean _]C\\ulx (ulmni TR | cranto ;N 1y ({ ﬁ “k)‘w&r m ‘
’ : ' R Reconstraciion , jen md {,{ KuHusvere nn;ﬁnnun “
American fewish Comminee i ey :
A . fosish o (mmmum- on Restoration of (untm;nnl i der LS Pe ) St
Armerican Juwish Joue . Jewish Muscums, Libraries and Acchives . o -t
Disteilmtion Committes ) . - Lo Jewish Agency for Palestiae L U !
: Couneil for the Protection of Rights aod § : “ ; ;
ApgloJewish Association . Interests, of Jews from Grermany SS’I’E'M of Aneriea o -
Woard of Depuies of British Jews ) ‘ © The Hebrew Lindversity E World ]'(:\\’is:h Congress . !
- T s e S T A T AT S I, T T LIV ST ...,..4.:.1; .- ....".':2.".’.1".,"." PR S gpeagriavry = P - .
Fevsidens ‘ . September 21, 1949 , . '
residen . . po ! ! .
SALO W. HARON . o ;
Claiveran, Mr. E1i Rock . . . ! ‘
Beard of Directars Joint Distribution Committee |
COIERDHE MICHAEL zr”vo N{adison j\venlle . ) B
ice-Presidents New YOI”}.{. ]_6 N, Y. } "
LED BAECK . CTY ey CAAE
SIMON FERLRBUSCH ! RS %_P ; ) .J‘}{j} !
GERSHOM SCHOLER Dear Ml" . Rock . A
ALAN M. STHOOOX : ‘, J * s
Tremsnver During” th 67 last. months’thewféllowing was shipped 1 fromf
DAVID RORKERSTEIR 3 .
. kwlesbaden‘) | , : i !
Servelary t ‘ i H
MAX GHULHEWALDR iy e ‘
L 1) @f = to of 10, 668 ceremonial objects, , . ;
Execmtive Sevictary p .
HANNAN ARENOT . (‘5,'9,7 ;e‘—“(‘ l&SSlfi??-a ’ nuseum -ObJGCtS’ . and l
1,388 ag sultable for s¥nagogues)) while :
[4f208w9pjec¥sﬂhad t9 iscarded because “they . b
" (were damaged. beyo d repair™ o ;
TR {
Israel Hecelved 599 synagogue objacts ‘and 1964 museum objeotsJ
tthe latter pr1mar11y -feryt heBezalel™ Museumg (
Western Turnpeaﬁ‘éouniq;es recelved” 280 synagogual objects,
Great Britaln, 70 synagogual objects, ;
South Africa, 60 svnago sual objects, and )
Unlted States 379 synagOgual obgects I , i
TR N o
‘~o'-’~ e . . H
(3,108 museunkobjevts ar;}yqﬂ in-the United states for o
distributioﬁ'in the Western Hémisphere-and.Great. Britain. FTRE
Great TBritain will receive between 300 and 450 museum . e
- itfems. . 4,208 metal objectls, of which 3,713 were sjlverware , '
have been sernit to a British firm in Sheffield for melting.\ o
2) 35 cases with 484 Torah:scro}lq plus fragments were E ‘
shipped to the American Joint Distribution Committee office |
in Paris, ' sorted there, and'then shipped to Israel for re- :
palr. The magorlty of the ] svrolls are destlned for %
Israel. W
S
3) (29, 764 wolumes of the 80~ called Baltlc collect}on were \
shipped onbh e"Slst’ of" August_ m 1w ;;. T
perty~wwhith ;
of- two~yeans*_ i
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78 cases With‘IQ 418 1tems were sent to Israel. Of these,
10 cases wers restituted to t hé S}obodka Yeshiva in Israel
and 9 cases to the Hebron Yeshiva in Jerusalem. The rest
constitue the former Mapu library and were given into
custody of the Hebrew University.

136 cases:with 16,346 item& were sent to the American
Joint DJstributlon Committee ILn Parls for dead sbtorage
for a period of two years, séxcapt for those units for
wnlch we may succeed to flnd surviving owners or heirs.
Two cases:.among these, withlbooks from the Mir Yeshiva,
will be restituted eithsr to the institution in New York

or in PQIestine. . !

Afhe work 1n Niosbaden now cnncerns ‘an éstimated 1200~ rare
volumes- and’abﬁﬁﬁ SOVOOO voilumes -of t-he -former -German- -
Jew1sh lnstltutlons\ Ve ha;e not yet received title to
either of these categories, but expect toget ilin the
near future. - 5,200 books of the Hermann- Cohen col-
lection, formerly the property of ithe Jewish communlty

in Prankfurt will go to the Hebrew Univerasity, accord~
ing to a voLe of our AdVLSOYy Committee.

This 1s all for the moment.
g |
With kind:personal regards,
E Siﬁcerely yours,

$Hannah Arendt
| Executive Secretary .

HAss : ' ST
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Two Reports on Ceremonial Objects
By M. Narkiss- '
Director of Bezazalel Museum
June 19, 1949 and July 10 1949

jpummarized from the Hebrew)
e ‘ I L
It has been extremely difficult to seleot the c¢eremonlal objects ;
which definitely belong in museums rathor than in synagogues. Our |
“own Museum is well supplied with objects of average quality needed ‘
for study purposes as distinguished from the exhibit material.‘

S v 2 i e
p;

and lack the typioal examples of such things. (At Wiesbaden there
(are_no outstanding objects of ereative srt, but at best- onlyy:
‘Several examples of interesting popular«handicraft.( (I_have d6-) -
(lected -for my museum’ things which appear-to-be- lmportant for. our }
research““and ‘T belleve we will have |source materlial for new ' '
»fcontributions to-the fields The ‘objects: 16t for the other mu- !
seums arg’ oply-.of- aVerage quality and crten Anferior to that. |

I must point out that not all of" the»museum ob jects are intasct. 5
It happens that the’ damaged ltems are probably the oldest and ‘
most interesting. At the same time the materlal c¢lassified for |
synagogue use naturally has to consist of objects which can with- '
stand practical use.: Lven in this category, however, .not all of
the objects are inta¢t. I have still not solved the problem of
how and where to work on the bells whiich have become severed from
the Rimmonim and theé Torsh shields. It would seem necessary to
‘remove such things to another workshop, perhaps in Palestine, _ ,
where the repglrs could be made. The| same problem arises in con- -
nection with the parts .of the Hanukah~Menorahs.

Among the Sabbath anﬁ Hanuknh Menorahs most of the material 1is :
fregmentary. It required considerabla trouble to repalr the ob-
Jeots which I have selected fer Bezalel but I do not know whether
other museums would be 1nterested in’ sueh an operation.

1
The Torsah crowns and perpetual lamps are entirely medlocre. De~
spite the large number of spice boxes, there 1is nothing of special
Anterest, and there 1s a considerable*supply for synggogues. This
does not, however, apply to the filigree work, Mfmong these I found
one object of the seventeenth century|wlth a very recent Hungarian
Inscription on 1ts base. This plece consisted of two fragments.,
This is perhaps the most 1mportant object in the entire oollection.

As Tor the Attarot I have set aside A few hundred for the museums,
but I am also adviqing that some special disposition be made of .

those which are damaged. There are.only a few of the Spanish gold
lace type which are in satiqfaotory condition.

Regarding the synagogue textiles which have been transported from
Offenbach, I have prepared a catalogue of 976 entries., A large
part of this consists of Torah covers. mhich seem to have belonged

115533
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to a partioular German community rro% the early elghteenth cen-
tury until the war: These are of 1ntevoqt for genealogy md folk~ .
lore and should he kept as a unit. T am not_ proposging, however, o
that these textiles should be placed| in Beralel. Among the Toresh
mantles there are.a few with inscriptions indicating that they
belonged to communities in Zagreb and elsewhere 1n Jugoslavia.

 We have a small box contalning medals, etc., a total of 122 items,
"~ which I have catalogued as Varla. I|/have selected items to com-
plete the collection of medagls at Be%alel.

" In regard to the rule that I should salect only styles lacking in
Bezalel, I have been faced with .the difficulty of deciding whether
to take certain objects because of thelr Anscriptions. There 1s,
for example, an in+o~esting 1nscr1ption on g collection box from
Hungary attesting the exlstence of a|so-called status quo ante
community.. There ars otners which illustrate the division in
Polend between seniors and Junlors. lanother interesting item 1s
a2 palr of Rimmonim with an inscription in the Hungarlan lahguage .
but in Hebrew charaoters. |

-y ‘
| AL

On July 8 the packing of the ceremonial objects was finally com-

pleted. We have packed a total of 212 cases, including 25 contain=.

Ing silver fragments which are. to be|smelted. There were; in

sddition, 4 cases of base metal fragments. The classification
of the material as packed is as follows"

72~ casqaﬂgf museum ‘material, sené 0, New York3

11 cases of synagogue material, sent to New York (marked JCRS)
61 cases of museum material, shipped to Jerusalem

26 cases of synagogue material for Israel
1l cases of synagogue material, for Weetern Europe,

o - shipped to JDC Paris X

3 cases of synagogue material, shipped to Great Britain

" 3 cases of synagogue material, shipped to Johannesburg

| ' ' i
,187 cases V ’Total ‘3 , _— o '
i

I am sending you separately copies of|the packing 1ists enclosed
In each case, a genersal schedule of distribution by categoriles,
a catalogue of the textiles, and a camalogue of Varia.

[

oI regret to say that ﬁuring the last few days there were so many o
laborers at work that some mistakes were made, I discovered
- these migtakes after .the cases were sea]ed by the customs of-~
ficlals and could not be re-opened. %

I should 1ike to aay that without the assiqtance of the entire

labor force, the paoking could not have been finished by this

time. Dr. Lowenfhal worked with me on the typewriter evenings.

---—.-.-._.-.- N

P, S.-- ﬂccording to n lettev from Mr.lNarkiss of July 25, 9 cases
WIEE ceremonial objects were tranarerred from the Jewlsh cormmunity
of Berllin to the Bezalel Museum, where they will be exhibited un-
der the name of the Jewish Communiby of Berlin.

!
. \ . * '
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JEWISH: CULTURAL RECONQTRUCTION ING.
1841 Broadway, New York 25 N.Y.

‘ ‘oummarv of thran Reports
! Wy e Bﬁvcstoir ¢
g LiBVhry Iuvestigator

AprIl i’, Nay 25, and June 194 9

These reports contain certain findings in non-Jewish libragries of
the U.S.Zons wvhich were vislted by Mr. Bernstein in April, May
and June, 1349.

"I made good use of the Tenta*lve List |

and willl dindicate. (ertain oor‘ections-, Generally spesking, the
German instituticns have proof of their pre- Hitler ownership of
the Judalca and Hebraioa in thelr possession.

In the following, only those colleations are enumerated where pre-

Hitler ownership appeared dubious.

1.

2.

5.

Heildelberg.-- The University Lib%ary contains a conslderable
quanEIEy of Judsalca stamped with!the names of Jewlsh owners,

private and ingtitutional. I have begun to collect the evid-

ence in the form of lists of titles aocompanied by 1ndications
of ownership. I i

Kassel .~~ I have a list of the Judaica in .the library of the
Art Museun, and will try to find, out how these books were
obtained. o

Speler.-- The Landesbibliothek has a special division in its
catalogue for local Jewlsh history and other Judalca (over

500 entries). I was unable to galn ‘access to these books. In .

the courtyard of the Museum there 1sWa collection of old Jew-
ish tombstones {published). The Miseum has two Wimpeln
acqguired in 1939, The ritual. bath built 1104, 1s intaot,
together with the 1l4th century 1nscr1ption. The only trace
of the synagogue (Jakobgasse), burnt 1n 1938 is the statua
depleting Jacob's dreem. t

Freibur - The unusually large oollection of Judalca in the
Univers%ty Library 1s recelving very 1ittle attention. The

Hebraloa are used by the theologloal students,

Wuerzbur == 1 was unable to asoertain whether any of the
material 1listed in the Tentative‘List under nos. 76, 106-109
survived the bombing. ‘At the University Library, whioh has

not suffered as heavily as other dnstitutions, I was informed

that the Judalca was still packed away.‘

Bamb .-- After . seeking out the. former ‘director of the
Gemaslde-Gallerle,. I gscertained that the wall and celiling

paintings of the synagogue of Horb have survived. During 1941~

43 these were 1n danger of destruotion until a Mr. Rauh con-

<cealed the paintings 1n a. Warehouse of theatre decorations,

o 118335
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where they are’ still paeked aWay. I ealled on Mr, Rauh and

i
1
1
s R, 2«- ]

: B
1 |5

discussed with hilm the possibility of . tracing other Jewish

property in the .same warehouse and al'so in the Landeskunde
Museum, He promised to prepare a memorandum on thils problem.

At the Cathollc Theologieal Seminery I found rich collections
of Judalca and Hebraioa, which are separately catalogued. In
the City Library I was amazed to find an lmpressive collection
of old editions of Judaica end Hebraioa, including the Mashal
Hakadmon. - I also call attention to an 11luminated Megillsh
catalogued under; No., VaZ 23. In the local. State Archives there
are, in addition to tlre printed materials fegarding lodal Jew- -
ish history, a large quantity of documents, Inoluding SchutZ*

‘Abriefe of the seventeenth and. eighteenth centuriles.

R

8.

10,

1.

‘I counted eighteen.

i" e

Aug sburg.-~ The Maximilian-Museum]does not have the ceremonial
539053 mentioned in‘the Tentative List. These objects are

mentioned Iin the.specia] inventory of .confiscated Jewish pro-

perty deposited in the museum, One may doubt whether the

museum has aotually returned the ceremonial objects. Among the
ltems which the museum still has ere some interesting pleces of’

~antique. furniture listed in the inventory as former Jewlsh
- property. b

: j ‘ - 4‘:«‘

Worms.-- The Museum contains some of . the objects from the

Tormer Jewish Museum and the Rash1 Chapel, including two 1llu-
minated mghzorim of 1272. There are - also meny archive documenta
and a complete catalogue of the tdmbetone insoriptiona. :

Munich.-- The Bavarian State Archives oontein ebout 100,000 .
JewIsh dooumentsiwhich ‘go back to |a very early stage of German
Jewish history, 1The ‘catalogue coqers 700 pages of typescoript
end comprises about 50.,000 entrieq. I em as yet unable to tell
which portions of these srchives were acquired in 1959 and later.
Backnang .-~ Several hundred books, formerly in the Nezi politi-
cal ins%itute arée now scattered in- ‘a number of schools. With
the ald of the town commander, T investigeted the. Volksehule,
which has 150, and the lochschule;| which has 1500, and the:

‘directors were ordered to prepare‘lists. When the lists are

available, further efforts o an be undertaken.

. '
FEC

éﬁher'interesting.ﬁnfefmatien

. & o
Rothenburg ob der. Tauber.-— The loeal library has no Judaice
except a few items relating to local Jewish history. The tomb-
stones In the cestle‘are kept in the Lapidar Huseum, where‘

i N
]

S ‘
The museum has lost- the three Hebrew documents of the fifteenth
century. The- city archive has lost one of the two volumes of

- Jewlsh deoumente, namely, the- olde% volume. The logses are in

both instances attributed to American military personnel. .

In one of the antique shopa I found a Hanukah Menoreh ef the
year 1823 made of pewter. In anofher 'shop there was a
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considerable stock of Passover plates made of pewter. Although
these are of no great valvue, the .survival of such Jewlsh pro-

perty in private hends is of 1nterest.

i
Augsburg.~— After recelving a report regarding the survival
of 90 ceremonial objects confiscatad in 1939, I traced this
property to the local Jewish community which has recovered
them. The prcperty 1s in the. custody of a Bernhard Bezen. The
objects are packed away and Mr. Bezen stated he Intended to
exhibit them in one of the rooms of the community house. - J

The synagogua of Angsburg has geen ‘spared, and although the
interior 1s in' a chaotic state, the wall decorations are intact,
There is a plan to convert this building into a Jewlsh museum
which will house the scattered objects of this region and g
Jewish -library. - It 1s extremely doubtful whether this project
will ever be raalized. o l

Wuerzburg.-- In the museum I wés 1nformed that the Ark of the
Taw from Gerade was destroyed by burning together with the
synagogue in which it stood. 1 :

Among the other items of Jewish 1nterest in this museum 1s a
tombstone dated 1407, a copy of which is appended to this re-
port.. The director: of the Museum has promised to glve me an
1nventory of all objects of Jewish interest.

Darmstadt.-- The archive of the Jewish community has not sur-
vived. 1In the city library I was able to ascertaln only that
between 1943 and 1945 the famous Hagadah mamuseript, disappeared.
the officials:of both the City Library and the Museum informed
me that 1t would. be  some months| before they would be in a '
position to provide information regarding their collections.

I left with the impression that| these 1nst1tutions are not
interested in, answering our questions.

Nurember§.~— The Mdhzor of Nuramberg is not in the Germanisches
useum, but in ‘the City Library. I attempteé also to oall for
the Rashi manusoript, but this 1s not acoessible at present.
The director of the Library has'promised to draw up. a descrip-
tion of his books and manusoripts of Jewish interest. In the
Germanisches Museum I found the' two. Hagaedah menuscripts toge~
ther with others includjnp the Memorbuch.

Karlsruhe.—~ A]though the Landesb bliothek hes lost its Judaiocsg,
JE stI11 has tRe Reuchlin Codex, i.e:, the Hebrew" and Yiddiszh .

g manuseripts ciLed and 1isted by! Landauer.

Kassel .-~ The City Library has L large collection of rebbinica
and Judalca. The rabbinica were catalogued many years ago,

and were presanted by a rabbi, |This 1llbrary 1s at present
cataloguing recent acnuiqitionsiof German Judalca, bearing the
stamp of the Offenbach Archival Depot ‘The items which I saw
woere chiefly Sohooken publicationsi I am informed that similar
acquisitions have been reqsivedgb* the Kassel Landesblbliothek.

o o
- 115537



[] . ! 3
Tlns copy may ncuhcr be transferred to a lhxrd party nor coplcd or puhhshcd wnhout wrilten \ \\\1\“
pcmusston from the “Central Archives for: 1hc Hi tstor', of the Jewish People Jerusalem - File Nq.: W L]

L.

|
.
—4T-
I . .

_ The synagogue has collected aj large stock of ceremonlal objectg
largely over a century old, whioh derive from other communities.,

8, Munich.-- I found'a large collection of Nazi periodioa and
decrees, bearing on the occupatidn of the Baltic countries.
Since the originals cannot be acquired, upon receiving the
authorization of JCR, I oan negotiate for the microfilming
of material bearing on the Jewsi

l
In the Bayriqches Nationalmuseum I 1earned that' the tombstones
from Regensburg had been returned to’ the museum in that oity,
but all other objects were still in the IMunid institution.
I have been promised a full 1nventory of this material.
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Field Report No, 7 -
Joshua Starr o '
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RITUAL OBJFGTS AND OTHER PROPERTY RT WIESBADEN

Smce last fall a room at the Wiesbaden Museum- has served
" as the collecting point of largely helrless ‘Jewish property,
chiefly metal ware, ‘This,property is v1rtua1ky all of non-
German provenance, and consists. primarily ‘of Synagogue ap- .
purtenances, together with other .objects: of religious smg— S
nificance, some household) smlver,and aafeW'hundred pounds of

material damaged beyond repairo <

--"".~ .

The 1nventory was prepared under 01rcumstances‘which madeu
technically uatlsfactory 013551flcat10 ; éasible_“*Rather,
than criticize this effort, I ‘am inclined-to give’'credit to*
the staff which tackled a JOb, “that would not have been an
easy one even for persons w;th a good Jewlsh background. '

A total of 6 6L6 obgects have been numgered, 1nclud1ng 933
“various". The 5,713 classified and numbered cbjects fall
into the f0110w1ng categorles. ;

i ”}. ) o W :/

, Seder plateQ, Torah uhields SRR A o 76
. : Goblets . . _ dooo .22h,.

~ Collection boxes f‘3 C f:.4:‘;¢*“ 59
Spice boxes ' . Lo v 1ol
Menorazhs . .. e 1.285
) Hanukkah lamps’ g S 550
" Torah shields - . * i_’ f*. 492 -
Rimmonim = : |, 932

Torah crowns: o ! 7&’ .

Polnters = - .. .. l
Eternal lights; . e
‘ . Total

. |

) : !

. . . e
‘

The number of Rimmonlm as given is misleading, and canncb be_
~ corrected until ‘the pairing process, which I initiated, is
finished. My ‘estimate is gbout 300 pairs, includlng a gratify-
1ng percentage of beautlful pieces. Another. noteworthy group
is the attarot (metal talit decorations); ‘those attached to =~ ..
strips of cloth number'IfﬁEl ‘and there|are, 'jn. addition, 13 -
boxes of this item, . ‘but . only a fraction|of these are intact.
Following the segregation of the: contents . of "these boxes, - .
which was undertaken at my instance, the total number of usable‘
attarot Wlll probably -be about 2.000. ‘

1.

The unnumbered cbjects coneist of the followlng-

.4.

Ribbons with monnted silver plates g A 1;&21,
.Silver in scrap ‘condition @ S 1,381
Candla‘holderu for hanukkah lamps in fair :
e condltlon e 320
Pieces of Jewelry (box No. 6069) ,y¢«gg>;¥ 85
‘ Total}z~ DR £ 4 4 i
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While the inscrlptions in this colleation have not been
recorded, they have*becn clasaified asgto languaget

1

) Hebrew , ? 3’ - % i 133 -
: . Hungarian 1 o 2Lo
Unidentified | oA 168 -
German (1ncl. '2 from Austria 8
French: S - 3 «
‘Greek (and Ladino) ! — 2. ' oo
(steel: electrical menorah [from " o
T salomiid).
Pollsh3 ' . SR ¢
Yugoslav . . . T T A
: “ deeooon . - - i o e
»

As an indication of thé careful attention given to this L
collection by the American authorities, all of the numbered Vo
objects have been photographed. In reciprocation for the
service rendered by JCR in supplylng the film:for this pro- - R ‘
cess, the director of the W1esbaden Central” Collecting Point,. .7’-.f“*
 Mr. Theod A, Heinrich, iwas good enough to arrange for two o
sets of’ prints, which will be deposited ‘at our office in

New York.  Inasmuch as :the negative% must remain at Wiesbaden,
it will not be p0531ble for JCR to arrange for reproductxons i
of these photogfaphs.:i , : : fi

1

i

It is my understanding[that the’ allocatlon of thls collectlon *
must await the arrival jof an authorlzed ‘specialist. The di.
rector of the Bezalel Museum (Jerusalem), Mr. Narkiss, has
accepted this assmgnment, and we hope to receive him at Frank-.
furt in the very near future, Mr.’ Narkiss will .undertake to
separate the pieces. suitable for museums from those which are
to be presented‘to synagogues ‘in various countries. The o
Bezalel Museum: will .receive:a certain priority in. the- selection '
of museum pieces,,and Mr, Narkiss will. also be given an
-opportunity toiindicate  the’ objects! which the Tel Aviv. Museumf‘
is interested in acquiringq’ In hls(capaclty as agent for the
Israeli Ministry of - Relxglqus Affairs, Mr. Narkiss will
likewise indicate the objects needed by, the synagogues of
his country, a list of which is to be supplied in: -advance ‘to -
JCR. - I' should note that Rabbi J. L. Fishman: cabled me that -
there were 60 synagogues to be' reckoned with, but unfortunately
his more detalled letter has not arrivede o

The remaining objects should be shipped to New Ycrk where T
the gllocation ‘can be most. effeobively completed“ This i -
does not, however, pecessarily apply to! the attarot, vhigh
cant be placed in the custody of theIJDc ;
Yy JUR. The sorsp.metal ‘and household :silver.will be'turned
over 1 JRS0, which has) undertalen the’. responaibilw of .
esp&oiming ehis»makarial‘ﬁa the bqat aGVanﬁazeu
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JEWISH CULTURAL ‘RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
18L1 Broadway, New York 23, *No Y.,

}ﬁ . | ngruary 18, 1949 . ;2)//
\

mmonmmum . T

To Boarc of Directors of Jewxsh Cultural Recon&tructlon, Inc,
From: Joshua Starr v

s - . ~ o
& . : .,
S .

I am submitting for your conolderatlon the recommendatlons of the

o gl .
z [

Advisory Committise deaﬁl 1ng w1th the care and dlSpOSltion ei‘ the

property which is to be entrueted to Jewish Cultural Reconstructlon,
‘ 1

I call your attentlon, 1n partlcular to the recommendations re-
1 R

Ince .

i

ga;f’ding the collection of ceremonllal. ob,]ects.

I am asking each member of the Board to signii‘ythis acceptance of these
S SR i : ~ ‘
particular recommendations or to offer an alte;*!nat.ive plan,

May I lock forward to receiifing your reply bei‘o{re March 1st so that we

f

act accordingly? . ‘
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JEWISH CULTURAL REcomsmucifrgbrq‘,i INC.

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

T !

L

1
Fcbruary 6, 19L9!

B
gt

1

|
o |
T COD-!FIDENTIAL |

,l‘
Present: Dr. A, Marx, Chalrman, Dr. Jds Blo&h' Rabbi I. F. Kiev;

Dr. Schoenberger (Jewlsh Museum) Dr. A. Margalxth-
Dr. Re W:schnltzer. o

Fx Officio: -Dr. 8. W, Baron and 6r. Jo Starr
1. Dlspoqltlon of Coremonlal ObJects by JCR.
The commmttpe‘agreed that the colﬂectlon of silver and other
objects at Wiesbaden, numbeang*about 6 OOO,%all of non-German origin,
should first be divided into the categories of art objects suitable for’
museums; and .other ceremonlal obgecte, whlch should be available for
presentation to synagogues in varlous countrles.. The committee recom-
mended that the Bezalel iluseum (Jeruualem) be entlt]ed to first prlorlty
in the distribution of art objects; and that| its. representative be .
invited to come to W1esbaden to 'select items|which represent styles
now lacking in the Bezalel coll@ctlon. The rest of this category
should be shared among alil Jowmsh museums, namely3 Tel Aviv, Prague,
Budapest, London, New York and (1nc1nnat1, other appllcatlons may be
r‘ons:Ldored by JCR. o ‘ ' P '
- -
The committee recommended,that txeldlstrlbutlon of the )
ceremonial objects be ?ovprned by the fol]ow1ng ratio: 1/3 to syna-
gogues in Israel, 1/3 to’'the U. S., and 1/3 to other countries. It
was. agreed that the Ministry of Religious 1ffalxo of the State of Israel
would be the appropriate distributing agency ! [for Israel and that in
other countries the JCR Qhou]d invite the J)C to co~operate in desig-
natlnp the synagogues whlch are’ to receive calcmonlal objects.

The foregoing recommondatlons were made with the understand-
ing that the benoflclary‘ﬂnstltutlons would agree to hold all objects
received in custody, to furnish an itemized receipt for such ObJeCtQ,
and to return any‘ltem at the request of JCR.! ‘

i

2. Slfre Torah

A letter Lo Dr. Baron from the Secretary of the JDC Committee
on Cultural Religious Affairs, Mrs. Ha Buchman, was presented, which
offered the JCR a means of'solV1ng the problems of giving proper atten-
tion to the 600 Sifre Torah at Offenbach. Onj|the basis of the inform-
ation presented by Nrs, Buchman, the commlttee withdrew the recommenda-
tion adopted at its previous. meeting in December, whereby half of the
scrolls would be shipped to New York and the other half to Israel, for
technical examination and’ repair., The committee agreed that it would be
advantageous to entrust all of the scrolls to}the JDC offices in Tel Aviv "
and Jerusalem, and to reserve any decision on |the question of distribution
to the time when it will be known ‘how many scrolls fit for synagogue use
are nval}able. . N . i .
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3a Disﬁfibutioﬁ of Books in the U. S.

The commlttéé recommended t)at,lprlor to 'making allocations of
books, questionnaires besent to designated 'Jewish and general libraries
(listed below), The committee agre(d that the branches, or affiliates of
Jewish institutions, desiring a'share in the dlstrlbutlon, should submit ,
their applications through the llbrarlan oflthc main library of the sponsor-
ing institution. Tt was further agreed that the letter to the general
libraries,’ explaining the purpose of the quéotlonnalre, indicate that it

may be possible to offer certain items to Lhcm, so as to avoid misunderstand-
ing in respect to the preferred status of the Jew1sh libraries as benefi-
ciaries of the distributiom.

o
1 . |

aq Jewish Libraries -

American Jewish Historical Socisty Lib. Jewish Tnstitute of Religion Lib.

3080 Proadwsy, New York'27, N. Y. Lo Weot 68th Street, New York
Baltimore Hebrew Collegg}Library Jewish Theologlcal Semlnary
Baltimore, Maryland y ‘JOBO Broadway, New York
College of Jewish Studiég Library , 71931ft1 Chalm Berlin Library
72 Tast 1lth Street, Ohicago, I11l. . 350|\tone Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

; i ‘

\

Dropsie College Iibrory * Mesivta, Torah Vodaath Talmudical Sem.

Broad & York Streets, ahlladCl]ﬂl Pa, 1Lljhouth 3rd Streat, Brooklyn, N.,Y.
Hebrew Teachers College OL bt%%on Lib. Hcr!?srael Rabblnlcal College of Am.
1l Crawford Sgreet, Roxbuxy, Hrss. hhl}-Garrison Age., Bal timore, Md,

Hebrew Theological Culleée Library Teléha Yeshiva
3}18 Douglas Bculuvnrd, Chlcagc, Ill o Cle?elaﬂd, Ohio"

| :

Hebrew Union College lerary ' Yeshiva, University
Cincinnati 20, Ohio ; . \msveriam Avenue at 186th St., N. Y.
Herzliah {lebrew Teachcrsﬁ[nstitute ‘ildd}Sﬂ\SClentlflC Instltute

31h West 91st Street, New Yark VBSlWest 123rd Street, N. Y,
 ‘Jew1 sh | Communltv lerary |
Noxih Vermont uvenle, Los Angeles, California

|

b.', i0ther Libraries . ‘ o

University of Californiafg - Widener Library : S .
Berkeley,California o Harvard University : , i

R ..+ Cambridge, Massachusetts ‘ L

. o . Lo o .
Joint University Libraries = - ' University of Texas Library

Ismar Elbogen Collection' _ Abraham T. Schechter Collection
Nashville, Tennessee L Austin, Texas‘

o , | * -
Yale University Library ., . UﬂlVFroltJ of Chicago

New Haven, Comnecticut . - Oriental Institute Library

Cthﬁgo 37, I1linois '

T
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New York Public Libfaryli

Fifth Avenue at };2nd St.f,

N
v

Johns Hopkins Universit&:
Baltimore, Maryland L

. I
Library of Congress i
Ye‘ash;i.n_gton,l D Co P

y :
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Other Libraries {continued)
o | ;

Jewi;s},ls ,Culﬁure Foundation Library
New York University .
Washiqgtdn;Square EaSt,‘New.YOPR 3.

Columhia University Library
New York 27, N. Y.
Duke Upilvérjsity Library
Durham, North Carolina
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prShid {1k o 4o ' i 1
Hc,w York Public Lmzary , Jewish Cultuw Foundation Hbr ary
Filth Avenne st }2n0d Ne ¥, Wew ‘(nk Ui vere 1ty
. ' Washington Sqnare I 1Et, New ‘1011{ 3
Jo}'1r1§ Hopkins Univerosit N Columbjia University Libp ary.
Baltimore, Maryland , Bews ‘{mk z.?, H.o ¥
o : l L »
‘.‘!j_t.b} ary ol Cf)'ﬂgl"i;ﬁo.;\ i bulre iiHlV(:r‘?ltV Library
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Meetlng of . the Executlve Commlttee of JRSO wwﬂ"“mwmm

Mr. ‘Moses A. Leavitt, JDC - Chairman
Prof. Salo Baron, JCR

Mr. Maurice M. Bouketeln. JAFP

Dr. Nehemiah Robinson, WJC

Rabbi Isaac Lewin, Agudas

Prof. Nathan Stein, Council of German Jews
Mre Eli Rock, JDC - Assistant Secretary

. Fridey April 8th, ;949
Presents i
| |
l

1

‘ Mr. Herman Muller
| Mr. Moses Beokelman
| -
1

[

The Secretary recalled to the Exeoutive Committeé the action-teken at the
last meeting of the: JRSO Board of Dlrectors, whereby authority was delegated to the
Executive Commlttee to pase upon and approve plens end shipping lists whichiwould
be submitted by JCR' in connection with the distribution of cultural property re=- .

covered by that organlzatlen in Germanx. In this conneotion, it was pointed out
that the following two 1tems (copy of Whloh had been sent to the members of the
Executive Committee. prior to the meeting) were now properly before the Executive

Corimi.ttee for approval (qee attaohed oﬁples):

a) Resolution, by JCR wlth reqpect‘to dlqtributlon of ceremonial obJeots

now held 1n'Germany . } |

b) Shlpplng llst submltfed by Dr.,Starr for the allocat1on of hooks
P

In connectlon w1th a), Prof.|Baron explalned to the meeting the
considerations whlch)ad led JCR to pass thi's resolution and recommended that
the JRSO Executive Commlttee now also 1ndzcate its approval. The only question
raised by the Executlve Commlttee 1nvolved the olause in the JCR resolution which
provides that, with’ ‘respect to rellglous articles sent to Israel, the Ministry of
Religious Affairs in that country would handle the distribution. Although no ob-
jection was voiced. to the latter prOViﬁlon as such, it was suggested that there
was some p0851b111ty the Jewish Agency. mlght conceivably wish to interest itself
in the distributioniand that the Agency should therefore first be contacted be- :
fore this phase of !the distribution was finally decided upon. Following a i
further discussion, it was moved and seconded that the sentence in paragraph 3
of the resolution which reads "The Mlnlstry of Religious Affairs of the State of "
Isreel is to be invited tolserve as dlstrihutung agent for Israel™ should be re-
placed by the language "JCR will in due course appoint a distributing agent for
Israel." On the bas1s of thls ohange ﬁhe resolution was unanimously approved.

With regard to b), the questlon'was raised as to why no books had been
assigned to EBastern Europeiand it was pointed out that those ocountries either
have surpluses already or their librari'es have been nationalized, so that ship-
ments of additional books at this time would not be warrantede In answer to .
Dr. Lewin's suggestlon that more books should be sent to Israel than the Starr

G 'j : 115546




4y i

}:l

_ This copy may. neither be transferred to a third party nor copnod or publ 1shed without written

pcmmsmn from lhe “Ceniral Archwes for (hc History of the Jewtsh Pcople Jcmsalcm ~ File No.._ &0 ‘\\\! ‘ mg\%)l 5

g ‘*5.’3','

T

T ra'\"' ';7 ¥ :,i,vri_ R R R R T

¥
1
i ' i
i ¢

|
‘. —2-2
|

ehlpping list contqmplates, Dr. Baron poinfed out that this list wes undoubtedly

prepared after consultation with Dr. bhunami, who has speoifmoally gone to

|
|
. .
o%i <““t L
! « .
-
I
B

Offenbach as the representative of the Mlnistry of Religious Affairs in Israel

and of the ebrew{Univer81&y, for the purpose of making known the needs of the
Israeli indbbutlons. Prof. Baron also|pointed out that gquestionnaires had
earlier been circulated throughout Israel requesting information as to needs
and it was fair to assnme that the resul+s of these questiomnaires had been
made available to Dr. Shunami before he left that ocountry. Since Dr. Lewin

eXxpréssed concern thet allfof the needs of 'the Yeshivoth might nevertheless

not have been made gnown to Dr. Shunami, it was agreed by the group that
Dr. Lewin should communxcate with the Vaad, Hayeshlvoth in Isrsel and that he
then disouss the matter further with Profesaor Baron, if necessary. Upon

motion duly made, seoonded and carried) the‘aforementioned Starr shipping list
was thereupon approved. : j i

With regard to JRSO approvaliof future shipping lists sent in by Dr. Starr
it was moved by Mr.! Leavitt and duly seconded and oarried, that the Secretary be

~authorized to poll the ercutmva Commi ttee by telephone rather than belng required

to oall a meeting eaoh tlmo.

' f
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| " Eli Rock ‘
i .Assistant Secrdary ¢
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(Adopted at pgard of Directors Meetiny JCR, March 1bth,. 19L49)
i !

I ' W&
A: Di qp051t30n of} C}Ieremonlal Objects by JCR. . _ ;
1, The collectlon of qilver and oﬂner ObJPCtS at Wiesbaden, all of
‘non~German nrigln, ds to be div ded into art objects suitable Tor
museums, and other ceremonial. obgects ‘which are to be distributed
among synagogues in various c0untr1es. . A oo
4 . . | I h  " ;
2, The Bezaleleuseum dn Jerugalem is to receive first pr1or1ty in . '
the distribution of art objects which represent styles now lacklng
“in the Bezallel coblectxon. The 1ema1nd9r shall be divided among other’
Jewish musegms in various ]andS.
3 Other cerem&nlal obj@cts are tol he distributed in the fa]lowing
ratio: ﬂpprOximato .y forty percent are to go to Israel, while :
the r@mainder is 10 be 1llocated to’ synagogues in other countries, ?
The Mlnlstgm of Eellg:ous Affalrs of the 3tate of Israel is to
herinvited’ to serve as dlstributlng agent for Israel, The JCR
should also invite the JIC to cooperate, in cons sultation with the-
| | T
various central Jawish communal’ qgencies, in designating: the .

ynagogueqlof other countries which 'Are to receive ceremonial b
objects, ? : ! IS
. : - i :
. . I 1 , i
b, The benpficitrv institutions mult agree to hold all objects re-—
celved in custndy, to furnish 1# jitemized receipt for such objects
and. to return any 1tem qt the requpst of JCR.

! |

B: 3Sifre Torah,
|| R
1, All scrollsﬁgf Taw now in Offenbach 'are to be shipped to the JDC
offices in TTI Aviv'and Jerusalem, . -

»[ . i S
A finnl ch1§10n on the queqtlon of their distribution is to be re—

served for the tlme vhen it wilﬂ be knewn how many of them are fit L
for synapogue nse
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JEWISH CNLTURAL RECONQTRUCTION INC. Mw"“~
1841 Brpadway, New York 23, N, Y. : f~”* }~ }
: ‘:"”{"'\

¢]‘

SPECTAL MEET ING OF THE BOARD ep DIRECTORS (, CLW \((ﬂ/uq/

g” June 7, 1949

N |

Pursuant to a notice dated Hay G 1949 a copy of whioﬁZ*xﬁA%ﬂ

precedes the minutes of ﬁhis meeting, "gecial meeting of the
Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Beconstruction, Inc, was
held on Tuesday, June 7, 11949 at the office of Db. Salo W. Baron,
Payerweather Hall, Columbia University, New York.

Present were: Dr. S. W, Baron,:?resident Dr. G. Scholem,

‘Vice-President; Dr. W. Blattberg (World Jewish Congress), Dr. S.

Goldsmith (Agudas Israel); Dr. M., Gruenewald (American Federation’

of Jews from Central Europe}, Mr. H. Salpeter (Habrew Uﬁiversity)o
Also present was Dr. J. Sterr.' | ﬁ

Dr. Baron aotedlas Chairman and Dr‘ Starr acted 83

ecretarv. The chairman]

. T

ii 1. Minutes

i
‘

The Chairman stated thab pr. I.|Lewin had written to him,
requesting a correction In the minutes of th'e Board meeting of :
May 5, in regard to an additlonal allooa?ion of books in the field
of rabbinios for institutions in Israel.!' Tollowing some remarks

by Dr. Goldsmith on the mattor the Chairman explained thet Distri- -
-bution Schedule 4, as adopteg provided to a certaln extent for

the shipment of certaln oategories of material from New York to
Israel and elsewhere. The mlinutes of the meeting in guestion
having been previocusly circulated among the directors, upon motion
duly made and seconded, the reading of the minutes of that meesting
was dlspensed with and they were approved as . ciroulated.

. Distribution| of CoremOnial Objeots in Israel

1',.

: |
The Chairman plaoed befora thﬂ Board a letter from Mr.

Maurlce M. Boukstein, dealing with the transfer of ceremonlal ob-

Jects allocated by J“R for synagogues jn|13rael. As Mr. Boultsteln
wrote, "the Jewish Agency should be authorized by J.R.S.0. to
request the Minlstry for Religiouq ﬂffairs to assume the burden

of distributing the religious ceremonial jobjects to be sent to
Israel by J.C.R. This arrangement Wonld result in the Ministry

of Rellglous aAffairs doing the, job, as was intended by J.C.R.,

snd at the same time, also Indicate the comnaction of the. Jewisgh
Agency with the mattor."! Upon‘mnfion duly made and seconded, the
Roard approved the proc e?ure suggested by Mr. Bouksteln.

t
3 Hnbrew Name for JCR

The Chalrman re%ortod that the adoption of a Hebrew name
for JCR had been undsr oon“idwratlnn, particularly because of the
noad for a suitab}e bookﬁlato,;mhieh will be,pasbed In bhe hooks

N 115549
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ﬁ .
~dlskributed. Dr. ochol“om propo ad the n‘ane“\(‘”’“ nildane itn ’“‘ﬁ
and a dlscussion ensuedi ~ Upon motion duly made and seconded, the

adoption of a name was entrusted to a committee consisting of .
Mesars. Baron, Scholem‘dnd btarr. : \ :
| !
t

4 Budget for Julv—Devember 1949

The Chalrman pvesented the budéet for JCR operatlons In
New York end the field for the second half of 1949. Upon motlon
duly made and seconded, mhis budget a copy: of which 1ls appended
to these minutes, was appvovcd and thelofficers of JCR were author-
~1zed to nogotiato with ﬂR%O for the necesqary appropriation.

T 5. Raport of Exeoutive Secretarv
. l

L Dr. Starr reported that in compllance with the agreement

- between JCR agnd OMGUS, onerations at thd Offenbach Depot were con-
cluded on May 31l. The{shipments to aix destinations comprised
some 1400 cases, with the various categaries packed separatsly
and the contents vecorded in detai1¢ The entire stock of Torah
scrolls, In 35 cases, was placed in the custody of the JDC Europe-
. an Headquarters (Pariq), which has undertaken to report to JCR
the results of 1ts examimabion of this material. As one of the
destinations, the JCR Depot 1n Brooklyn holds close to 500 cases
of books and periodica?sb for. dlstributﬁan in the Western Hemi~

- sphere, and in certain pqtegories for al&ocation to other parts
of the world as well. - Rabbi.'S. Roohmank who has worked at
Offenbach for a .considerable perlod; has been engaged to ad-
minlster the depot in BTOWklyn. g .

? =

Tn accordance with a supplemenfary agreement between
JCR and OMGUS, the President designated Dr. K. Wormann and Dr.
I. Joel of the Jewish Naflonal and University Library as the
agents of JCR in negotiaxions regarding the manuscripts and rare
editions, which have been in the custody of the Library 1n Jeru-
salem since 1947. o -

i
'

Durjng the enquknp months JCR operations in Europe will
be continued chiefly at Wieqbaﬂen, where, the helrless cultural
property ls stored. Asi F:ald Director, Dr. Heller has been
instructed to allocate the ceremonial obijects (apart from those
classified by Mr. qukiss ag spitable for museums) as follows:
Israsl ~ equipment for 62 synagogues (listed in a communication
from the Minlster of Rel3gious1ﬁffairq),'but not to exceed 40%
of the stock in each cauogory Western Lurope - 25%; Western
.Hemlsphere - 25%; GroaunBritaJn - 07 South Africa and other
countriles - 5j. 1 / ;

et

Upon motlon dnlv qua‘qnd seconded ‘the report of the
Executive Secretary was a}proved and a vote of thanks to him and
his assoclates, adopted in reoogn1tion of ths magnitude and com- ~
plexity of the achl‘vrwdwt of the field sfaff since last February.
The Board further rvﬂﬁLv hd to empower the fdvisery Committes to
proceed with the disizibition of the booko allocated for the
Weostern Hemisphere. *nsb'ugting the Executivo Secretary to canvass
the votes of Board mombero on -matters of]special Importance,
without walting for a Board meeting, oo

I .
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6. Proposals: for Provision for Libraries
"“gpeeiaiizing In Gorman-Jewlsh ﬁisﬁgrz

B
The Chairman planed before the-Board a communication

from Dr. Leo Baeok, dated Rpril 12, requesting specific consider-
ation for the interssta of Jewish emigre scholars from Germany,
now continuing their research in German-Jewlsh history in England,
the U. S. and South &merloa.  In reply to Dr. Baeck's letter
Dr. Scholem had written to Dr. Baron, under date of May 31,
questioning the advlsaebility of eéxpanding the distribution 1llist,
as Dr. Baeck's proposal would requira. It would be preferable,
Dr. Scholem wrote, fom the Soolety for waish Study to join forces
with the Jswish Histmricml Socioty of England or & similar body,
and to beneflt by the allocation made to that institution. . He
also recommended that a correaponding arﬂangement be made in

. New York,. . : ,

In the course dq the oxﬁended dJSGUSsion, Dr, Gruenewald
stated that he recognized the importance [of adhering to the prin-
ciple that no emigre soclety be granted the right of successor

to the property of a body destroyed by the Nazis, unless ita
status as such could be ostablished beyond reasonable doubt. In
his opinion, however, there would be moral justification for maic-
ing an excaption in bahalf of the achalaqlv gircle in London
headed by Dr. Baeck. As for the project of! a German-Jewish
memorial collection in New York, Dr. Gruonewald clted a proposal
submitted by Dr. E. Tauebler, with the approval of President -
Nelson Glusck of the Hebrew Unlon Collage, for the establishment
of such a collection under the auspices of the Jewish Institute
of' Relligion. The position taken by Dr. Gruenewald was commented
upon, and Dr. Baron pointed out that, in {view of the recognized
functions of the ﬂﬁvisory Committes, the,proposal involving the
Jowish Institute of Roligion should be firqt!oonsidered by that
Committoe, and its recommendafion roferrad to the Board for aotion°

Vs Administration of Baltic Collections

l

The Chairman reported that OMGUQ had requestea JCR to
take oustody of the identiflable books from the Baltic countries
for a two-year period, with the responsjbility of finding the
ownars or heirs and making restitution. |He pointed out certain
objections to the proposed agreement, whioh had been conveyed to
'JRSO 1In Germany. Upon motion duly made and gseconded, the
President of JCR was authorized to arrange for more aocaptable
terms, and at his discretion to Instruct [the Fleld Director to
sign an agreement governing the disposition of the Baltie col-
1ections° o N §

o i : ;

There being no further bnsiness te come before the Board

‘upon motion duly made and seconded the meating was adjournad at
6.20 P.M, I .
|

Respectrully submitted

etttz o
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: Expendltures =

i;
i l
; . L
Europa
‘F1eld Director b $ 3’0¢0_é,
» 3 o L
Mminlstrative Officer I Z;Q?O{f‘
| .
Asslstant ‘ I,BbOe '
- | |
Transportation i§ 3,0?0;'1
o S L
Travel and Per Diem | 3,500 |
office | | 5005
- . T
Total = | L1 #13,800.
o } | ‘
Headquarters § é
Exocutive Secretary 'é  L & 3gﬁ00.;A
VDepot Manager | | Q;QOO;
Dopot Assistant S 1,500,
| S N
Stenographon I 1,?00ﬁ
Storage and Handling - z o 1,000.
Offlice, telephcne, eth : o 1,GOOQ ‘
Total |4 Sy 10 600,
| A
Assets and Income o i
Estimated Cash Balanne\as,of S
June . 30, 1949 ) $ 3,300.
Pavmont for handling charge% 7,500
(30,000 volgmes)'j o
. | _ T :
~ Total | L $ 10,800,
Balance required | . $ 13,600,
| s
} i
‘;,
i e ) .
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MINUTEs OF ADVIOORY CONMITT LE MELT ING
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| i CQNFIDENﬁIAL;
S 1
|

, o ” x

Presenty Habbil I, Edward Liev, Chairman- Professor Louls
' Flnkelstein Dr. Franz Landsbercer Dr. Stephen 3.
Kayser, 'Dr. "A! T Margalith, Rabbl M. L. Munk, Dr.

David de‘Sola ?ool Dr. Guldo schoenberger, and Dr.
RacHel dischnltzer. \ .

x oggicio: Prqf.loalo-w. Baron and Dr. ‘Hannah Arendt.

The Committee met on oeptember 19, ‘1949 at 4:30 in the aftérnoon

in the office of Prof. Baron, Fayerweataer Hall Columbia Univer-
‘(Jlty- il i. . ' ; \

] | o
1.ECerenonial Objectsuwhlcu nrrived in“Few York*“‘ +
a. The Commlttee ayg reed to establish a sub-committee which should

be responsible for the evaluatien aﬁd,selection of museum pieces

for allocation. R :
. v ‘ i . 3

b. (In. view ‘of -the- fact that the- musehm Ppleces outnumber the DR

‘synagogue pleces almost in the” proportion of -9 -to-1,-the- Com-; :

(mittee decided a rev1sion of the original division of the objectsmmu

¢. The questlon of duplicates was raised and it was decided to

proceed as in the case ‘of  books, that is, to make it impossible.

for an institution to- receﬁve duplicatea. The speclal difficul-

ties in deciding what a duplicate isxin the. case of an art object
were recoznized. [s A :

§ '|', ,‘.if

d. Reciplents of museum pieces.-— The art objects which arrivéd
in this country are’ for distributiongnot only to the countries
in the Western Hemisphere but also to-Great Britian:and 3o0.;
africa. (It was agreed that Gréat’ Brxmaln 'shoiild receive hér usual )
share. of 54=7%. of. thg total; that 15, 250-350 tbjects..-So.Africa,
i0andda and Argentina ‘should receive*ﬁ/ each of- the material-in “,“'

New- York that is (iffthe p;esent categorles are hot ‘radically -
1anged);\about 150- 1tems- -edch.,

e gt g X

-
8. Recipients in the United 3tates.=- qu Committee agreed- that -
the Jewlsh Thuseum In~New York and the Jow1sh Museum in Cincinnati N
snould have first call., It was recognized ‘that Yeshiva University

has @ special claim and should follow 1mmed1ate1y after these
top priorlties. . 5
\. |
fa -
!

L
| .
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A list of other prospectiva recipienta who'éhéuld be notifled,
will be drdwn up by the. sub-committee. The following institutions
were mentioned: The Jewish Centerilecture Bureau for its
exhiblits, the Jewish community centers in Chicago, Cleveland
and San Francisco.} ! o I

1 B R |
f. The proposition to allocate museum pieces to non-Jewlish in-
stitutions (the Committee considered a ' request by the Jewish
Cultural Foundation of New York Uhiversity) was accepted in
principle; howeveg the | Jewish ihstitutions should be served
Pirst. It was agreed that a tertain portion should be held back
for the purpose of 1ater|distribution.‘

} . . . -

e Syna%ogué Objects.-» First priority 'will be given to congrega-
tions of recent arrivals from Central Europe and to recommend-
ations by the United Jewish nppeal,} !
h. A handling charge of 60¢ per 1tem will be asked from the re-
cipients in order to cover the costlof tvansport from Germany.

!
Repalir of museun and sinagogue pieces qhall be undertaken by the
récipient, who may ava 1 himself of\the services of the Jewish -
Museum. | ‘ . “
It should be noted that there is coﬂsiderable breakage among tha
objects to be distributed. .

1. Every recipient ghall 8lgn an- agreement by which 1t agrees
to pay handling charges to take good care, of the objects and
to indicate their origin in a label§ on'the index - card, and in’
the inventory.« Lo 1 , ‘ ; .

- In the case of synagogue objects a ?oc%-tag was conéidéred and

decision postponed. \

-i - . '
2. Herﬂann Cohen Collection

A 1 '

This 1is the first of‘the German Jeviish. institutional units which
are now being sorted; in Wiesbaden. . In view of the fact that it
consists primarily of books ‘of non- Jewi h content, philosophy '
and Christian theology, it was decided to allocate it to the b
Hebrew University. .| \ : o

However, 400 nonnJewish periodicals and lOO Jewish periodicals
of this unit miglit be separated and otherwise allocated, 1if they
have no marginal notes by Hermann Cohen and if they are dupli~
cates 1in the collection of tthe Hﬁbrew Uhiversity._

»

'3, 'The !Stuermer CLllection
¥ l } .
Apart rrom about 2,000 items requested by the Jewish Theological
Seminary, the Jewish | Institute of Religion and Yivo, the whole

collection was allocated. to Yeshiva Uhiversity, which will keep
it intact as a unit.4

|
I
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4. Smeller leraﬁies

A list of smaller1libraries which%heve applied to Jeviish Cultural
Reconstruction for allocation of, books was submltted to the
Committes. The following raquestsﬁwere recognized: .

National Jewish Welfare Boaré -'a small reference library
of Halakhicllitereture specifically Responsa

Jewlsh Dducation Committee -l a Bmall number of specific
titles .

¢) Jewish Community Genter Washington D.C. - one set of the
© basic eclassics in Hebrew l
d) Bureau of Jewilsh Education Louisville Ky. for a Jewish
cornmunity library - one set ef the vasic claseics in Hebrew
and some fiction in Hebrew end Yiddish
'e) Jewish Federution and Counoil Kansas City, Mo., for local
needs - one. set of the ba810ﬁclassics in Hebrew and some
flction in Hebrew and Yiddish = ' :
f) Hebrew Convalesceﬂt Home, New, York - some -Yiddish novels.
1 N
The applicatien from 10 Yeshivot will be considered by a 3pecia1

sub-committee consxsting of Rabbi Munk Dr. Kaminetsky and Dr.
Xrendt. A

a)

'b)

-

a X - -
5.1 Applications fﬁom Abroad
Y i .

{ The Committee egree to fill at leagt eart of .the needs of the _
Jewlsh communities’ in Switzerland and ‘Sweden from t he Brooklyn
depot, because they&have been left,out of the original allocation

from Germany. 1t was alee decided to re-consider the needs of

these communities ae soon . .88 new coﬂlectlons are made -available
to JCR.. i,,

vt

The great need for Talmudic 11teratu¥e by the Jewlsh communities
in Morocco was stressed wnd 1t was decided to ask the JDC office
in Paris to consider,the needs of these ‘communities from the

JDC reservoir in Prance and to placeﬁthe Moroccan communities.
\on the list of recipients for further distribution.

!
\ ‘ 1 |

\ « ‘ 6, ooviet Russlan Scﬁool ‘Books

i

It was agreed to divide the contentslof the two cases of Soviet
Russian school books: between the Jewieh Education Committee and
Yivo. _ ,

‘i

i [ ,

% Re?peqtfully submitted
| j% . .| Hannah Arendt
;i . \ o
{1 - L.
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‘Dr Hannah Arendt
Jewlah Cpltural Reconstruction
1841 Broadway Ol oo ,
Bew York 27, N.Y. R R D

Ino.

¢ . oo
H . . [N

Dear Dy. Arendb: N ’ .‘

0 %

' 'FgleNo.:M\J\! 29’_(0 b j |

i A . .
" October 26, 1951

2320

Thank you for your oabla of 285 Octobar 1951 advising us to
ship the Israeli-bound Frecfurt reremonial objects e/o Dobkin,

Jawish Agency, Jerusalem
distely. e;j [ .

.Daspite MNr, Kagan's efforts on my behalf

1 shall act on the information 1mmo-

I'm 9411 some-~

what untutored concerning saveral aspecba,of ‘the very complex

problem of culture and‘cultural objects and

I'm afratd, will '

have %0 lean rather heavily on your nbsulders‘for guidance.

,Pleaae bear witb me. |

} ‘.
At the moment, I'd appreﬂiate c‘arificabion concorning

i
]

tm:&lMan_ v;l t
1.

Who will bear cowts of crating, in}and tranaportation

sea. freight 1naur&nce, ote, ' of Trankfurt ceremonial

objects nddrsmead bﬁa Dobkin, szish Aganaoy, Jerusalen?

|

2. Who will baar crating, transport

ol

etc. costs of

Schnaitteoh objeots deatined: for Bebrow Universityf .XL

l ,

3. Is it intended to. ahip 8ll. othsr Ieraelinbounﬂ enl-
tural objeote Echnai%tgch, Nunich Wiegbaden, etc. .
efo ﬁobkin, Jew1eh Ageney, Jerusalamr .
4, ¥e should prafar to entrust crating and shipment of

all remaining objecta to Fipm|of Zneet & Bachmeler
AG,, which in eituated in Nuernberg and hae branch

of fican 1n Bremen and Frankfuﬁt.
: ! o

For your informat1nnv the Torah sorol?s wera delivered
- yesterday to the Jne whioh will arrange ?n fﬂrwarding to Judah

Shapiro. 31 iy ‘ |
J B 1 :

The Frankfurt ceremonisl objents inteﬂded as gift to the: ‘ Py
Frankfurt Mugeum. will[be handed over formally to the Museum :

J ~Catg . ,
UEL DALLOB 11555561_‘ t

director on 31 Ootober 1981,

‘Do you nagreal

', : ‘Txacutive Officer
o " .
'

,r
i
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distributiqn_between’musenms.
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JRSO Letter No, 800 }

. ce, Sam Dallob
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; | - o ' Hovember 21, 1951

Mr. ‘Benjmﬁn B, Ference, JRSC’| Nnezjnm_arg'
! .
|

Dear Ben: : s » v

In JRSO Letter No. ]151 of Ogtober 31, Sam ratsed the question of
DM expenses connected with the erating and shipping of cultural objects to
Igrael, Hannah Arendt informed me that all p-—;intinpe and ceremonial ob-
Jects are to be shipped to the Rmmive of the JAFP in Jerusalem, to the
attention nf Measrs, Dodbkin and Locker. After te'alking to Landauer, I -
wndergtand that Kreuts‘bargnr shoulﬂ ‘have been informad. by Dobkin that the
Amency 1s to cover all crating and gl!zipp*ng expenses I auggest that you

chede with Kreutsberger whethér he received word(from Jemsalem, Y under-

gtand from one of Sam's letters that. 'the Bavarian Ministry of Beonomics ap-
proved the payment in DM of ocean frmgrht That [would. enable ne to arrange
the entire shiyment and ch;,rge the expeuses to the .MFT’ ‘account in Nuernberg.

I understand that ther@ are s few items (q‘bout 100 books and some

_archival mnaterial which came’ fmm Schnalttach) which are destined for the
~ Hebrew Unﬁvemity Hannah Arendt would aPprecht

Ie very much 1f thle ship-
ment went directly to the Hebrsw University. I understand that this material
will £111 a single small cmte and tlie expense should therefore be slight,

Do we still have any money left under the Hebrew Univezsity Trdgt Fund?

If not, I would suggest that we add the IM expenses to our JCR bill.

,, o &inceraly yuurlg' .

{
.

| - Saul Kagan - .
SK:AUN ' |



http:under'gta.nd
http:sh1ppi.ng
http:shoti1c1h.'l.ve
http:ttnde:rst.Md
http:paintingsa.n4

LR




) JEWISH L
OINT DISTRIBUTION GOMMITT&&,:INC.
250

i
AR | 1 November 19, 1946.
ﬁhe Jewish Agenéy for Palestine‘% .

H

- 342 Madlson Awenue -
;“Nﬁ TYork N.Y. Attention: Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein
Gentlemen.

I

S

. | .
In»accordance witn our oral unaersbanuing Wil
confirm by this.letter, we are prepared to wr
Department of State to the effect that we agrq

Becher deposlt be turned over to the ,lgwish Agse
Palestine as truetae on the followi ‘

I wisn %o

1. All elalms
tion Committee =
:sgtisfieq“aaAa

.roportiona as will govern
¢ 1947 United Jewish Appeal

ﬁeéiized 4n cash, distribution
on\demanaeox the Joint Distribu-

; gn}
~the -en osed:oarbon copy(of ‘the letter and returning
,In‘ag..rdancegwith this ‘agreement I am enclosing
latte/written to the Sebretary of State whilech you
,vf;be good, enough to ﬁake with you and submit to
of state tomorrow. . 1 !

Sinoerely yours,

(Signed) EMosee:A. Leavitt
Moses A. Leavitt
Secretary

.
|
.

MAL:J0 1
enc, ‘
|

f

\

|

i




Dear Mr._Kaplan:

"'Yonx 4,N

bvsn g-X3 81 w‘

@ ,

- I am sending you herewith copies of the following
communications.

Lo

Letter from the Jewlsh Agency for Palestlne
to| the Secretary of
l9th 19&6

State, dated November

i

Letter from the Joint Distribution Committee

to| the Secretary of;State dated November

19th 19U6

Letter from the Jcint DistWibution Committee
;to]the Jewlsh Agency for Palestine dated
, 119th 19&6

Novembe

r ther dalicate taskito get the J.D.C. to
jThey ineisted on a number of conditions.

hé J D G té uslwére agreed upon.. It involves gome monetary

werthn

MMB:LG
Encles.

VIA AIRMAIL

,1t§ particu]
have resulted

I

gpart~of the Agency, but I believe it was well
arly ‘gince otherwise indefinite delay might

B

\
I

Sincer¢1§ yours,

&

115560




Loy ‘
+efs0 i November 19, 1946,

F 7'n£e 1awmade to my 1etter of July 12, 1946, .

eque ting ‘thet thervaluables now. held by the United States:
rols Officer, ?U 8.F: A., known asgl the' "Becher Deposit” be

‘ ewish Agency for Palestlne.

lear that in
trugtee of

tors. In

asgets were

he instructlons
ty as Director

, The Jewish Agency wishes to meke i
receivlng this property 1t would be| scting a
these asgetsg on behalf of the origing% contr
thig connection we wish to point ou
originglly collected by Dr. Isragl—¥e
of the Jewigh Agency for Paleaipe
of the Jewish Rescue and Rel }#

iteelf to be thertrustee o:
removed from the dontrol; of : ner as custodian for
the Agency by the“Ge Bk S

to‘recognize the clalms
the proceeds. for their
residue of the fund would be
;Lis practicsble the original

the fund be used for the

,nt of members of the Jewish
If

ﬁRéépeﬁtfuil&fyours,

B S T R
e

. (Signed)

4

:Na?um Goiﬁmann

115561




- e

The Honorable “i| . - O
James F. Byrnesg : o
The Secretary of State - .
Department of Bta‘be o Cyt
Wasghington, D.uC. : : ;

i

My dear Mr.aSecretary. : ;1

g Phese apsetas on be-
al contributors. In this
1 to point out that thege
! * ally collected by Dr., Isrsel
_‘1‘3j nstructions: of the Jewlgh
Agency i ~~'..egtine,}1n his capaclty as
Dir:\tor of* the Jewish Rescue and Rellef

ttee in Budapeat1 snd that the Jewlsh

y for Palestine hag at 8ll times

dered itgelf fto be the trustee of these
Jgtta, This property was removed from the
z-ntrol of Dr. Kaaztner as custodlian ror tne
Ag;*»n"cy by the German 88 in June 194k,

LY ips cipacity as trusteé of these assets the
. Jewligh ‘A make every: effort to recog-
urviving contributors and
fpr their relief and re-

A esidue of the fund would be
n—so-far ag 1s practlicable

asztner‘xo the above,

A

i
i
H
:

R 115562
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1085

“watches .. |
evening bags
diamonds
goldbars
Goldplates

3 Silverplates

8 Rings | S
2 assorted gold sdrap
g bags of goldﬂcoins'
3
X

S=-pound Engllah notes
tie-pins g

5 »
Partug. Pesol
3060 Span, Peso |

rolles of coins

1l envelope oonggining
14 gold ooin

bag of aasorbed gold plec

1 peckage of thgarian money /Ungar.;“

5;*;$<~;~\\\ ‘m‘\\\\\\Q\\m‘\P\‘N“\‘&‘§5\Q§\gH

‘éy Militagy Covernment Land
nd. LtA Janson/ in safe deposit

:Armbaenaer /

'Puderdosen/
ZigarettondOSen /
Uhrketten /
Armbaender /
Armbaender / -
Uhren/
Abendtaeschcnen )4
Diﬁmanten /
Goldbarren /
Golidplatten /
811berplatten /
Rings/ ;

¥ersoh. |Goldstueocke /
Go%dmuenzen /
Krdvattennadeln /
Halskettenhaenger/

.Ordonakette /
‘Hhrketten /

: Kett an/ i
’Armbaender /
. Bro
:Uhren /
7 8a

hve"[:;:

Uhrketton /

'.'Ringe /0.
4;scnfentai mit 2 Ketten, Ohrringenteilef

eld /
Rollen'Muenzen /

‘ ckchen mit versch. Juwelen /
{goléenes 'Kreuz /
LSohachtel Silvermusnzen /

/ Ums?hlagfmit 14 Goldmuenzen /

B e T ARG

§§ 115563
| 3&
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itoh gol ;,Guldenw

Italian gold pleces

‘GZech gold orowns

German gold|marks |
"

100 lel Roumanian %old piece

I m

assorted go;P pieoes

golden plates and bars 8,538
var ious plaq;n items
English gold ooins,

EBnglish 5 L Eotésf

. bag galden teeth fillings

'olden cigareete oasas

'golden necklace with diamond
dismond 1,10 kerats
[ iﬂ 37 "
jdiamﬁnd rings 2.2 karat
gorden ring with diemond
. rings with diamonds approx.
Cog 35 kar,

golden braoelet

diamond bracelets 2.25 kar,
various dlamond items
approx. 10 kar,

goﬁden bracelet with pearls

|~ and diamonds

varicus diamond earrings epprox.
’ 43 Qar.
gr. 4 various diamonds
60 various golden items
110 watohes
5 gclden bars
55 vdrious golden items

1l s%p of agsgorted Jewelry

i .dictated by Mason, ‘ ‘
s but generally it 1s adcurate.

:j.
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1. Am 4 Januar 1947 beauftr

agten Bie mich

n
{

I

.

a) die natigen SQhrittn gu Jrgraifsn, um daa;sogenannte Becher-vepet

von der Eilithrvarwaltung da

'zuerhaltcn, il

i

& Okkupationaarm«+ in Cesterreich heraus-

1 >
| JRI
[ iy

b} entspreohend der Zusammensetzung des Bepoalta su beachlleasan,

wohin das Depoait gebracht worden 3011, und

I
a) nnd o8 entapreehond dleae% Beeehluss L) hix

hefinda, und sie ﬁbernahmen

i

'nahma des obigen Auftrages %
Am 6.,

1

i
r

3. Janﬁar leitete 1oh1

: "
(Herrn QGoldberg) die natigeﬁ

Ul

lit&rrogiornng in Oeaterrei

ten. Das auftragsaehrolbsn

Bahral, Heiry und mich. nach’

1tar}ogon.i

3‘

oh# lgandan rage,‘hem 6. Jenuar ds.Js.,
!

g aehritte(gemainuam mit dem Herrn

einam”von bd

i&en.gOmacht werden

e

ey e

o

Im“engsﬁén 1nvornehmen mit dem Joint

3

mir 1edig1€dh ein Telegramm von
b i

lrechcrunepoaits warun nicht vorhanéen.

aa, die Zustimmung Br. Granowakys gur Ueber-

'

] erreiehen.

'A
!

An Par&s duroh des Bliro der Jewiah Apeney
8ehr1tto ein, um die Genahmigung der Mi-

eh filr die Relae naoh Gasterreieh 371 erhalw

bat nm die nenahmiéung filr die Herren

ungef&hrv14 Qagen kam der Besoheid aus

1

"sJiSohen den ‘Herren Behral,.Meiry

n ag}l. Die endgilltige

e SR

L S . -

5566
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;i "‘ .
.hehuda Golan und Arthnr

il
Bh

n ﬂbefxdaa Beahe§§ﬂapoait aingosammeit
<E i

r 1n- wzen ein. Ich stellte mich suniiohst

bei dsm ﬁepuz.ahief der Baparation,

il

DolivsryA?Qa Restitution Divislon
im USA Foroea andquarters(ﬁSAFBQ), Herrn 3am€é Bﬁrr, vor. Barr Barp

fithrte mich bei Cpt. Wnlter ﬁ ?reeac, Leiter @er Unterabtuilung Prs-

perty Oontrol Branoh ein. wiT setsten ein ﬂeagraeh 4 dritt fﬁr den
[ p
nichsten Tag reat gur Klarnng ﬂer aigentliohen Saehfragen.

(ﬁ.lei den im vnrigon Paragraphen erwahntan Bssuch zeigts sich Herr

ﬂ
Barr ﬁusaarst lntaresaier? an ?al&stina-?r&gen und varwickelto mich
‘flangere?lhterhsltung. ’ach ainev ?@nnde verabradeten wir
i

&‘n:aonntag und Berr Barr bat, eine

l

v‘ﬂeinladan zu dilrfen; mit
S

n zu rafcrieron. Bieaer

‘mommenden Sonntag statt
dor:Karran seigte gich

J~h1 dar Herren seigte sich
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1. meine Kredenslalien; o8 gelang mir, die Barren Barr und Troece dazu

zu bringen, dass elne mﬁndli:he Bevollmachtigh ng dureh die Jewish
i 1

Agency vor dem«Amarikanische Konaulat in Jerusalem and ein antapreahcnd—

e8 Staatstalogramm des amarikanislhen Konauls{in Jerusalem an die
| " A
Militsrverwaltung genﬁgan sfll. Bor Text der Eavallmaehtigung wurde

zwisahen uns foatgosetst; ieh lieas ithn mir &ﬁreh cin besonderes Memo-
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unbiiFolz he fl"&“’ﬁf Herren Barr uné Tf?ioe hoch ein.

) & ??igen Behﬁrden nur dle
I B L.'J

Jewl p r ner beateht und dass\

B 4‘05

‘ X N
in ieser Ah%ble nheit nichﬁ ‘gu varhandeln wﬁnschﬁen.

Rem
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III.’A Wi x of eﬁ”.aass die Sachen selbst sich in Salz-
burs unter Bewaehung der dortigan Proparty Qongrel Branoh«befinéen,
forner dass bisher kein Invantar baateht und e%enso keine Bcnatzung,

IV. Die Amerikaner erklaxtan, da:s,,nach Anwaiaﬂng dea stellvertretenden
kommanﬁiérendonfGéhéﬁais; daq.Bacher-Bwposit nach'lnventaviaiarung und
vor Uebergebe an uns gaschatgﬁ werdén migse and wnlltan zu diasam 2waek
einen hdheran Beamten der oasgaréeiohisehen P;apdanatalt beatellen. Ieh

gl P

wideratrehte der Berainnahma aines ﬂéterraichischen Baamﬁen in diese

Seh&rto. Ahgeashen.

” diae auch eine erheblichs

(1) gende Telegramm an Sie. Gleicheitlg wies’ daa*ﬂnited 8tates Foraes
i

Head Quarter in Wien das Eilﬂtary Eermit foiae 1n Paris an, Herrn Meiry

aofort die Binraiaogonehmignng nach Oestarréiéy Zu gebon, trotzdem N
dauarte aush dle Erﬁeilung dzfaer ﬁiareiaogsnmhmigung bis zum Si.Februar.
8, Am ‘Abend dsaaalben Tages Aatte 1oh eine se?g frgundaehaftliohe Unter~
haltung mit Herrn 8.8, 811vergﬁ, dem'Jeint-Diébétor f:r Gastorreich,
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nen SGhrittan unﬁerichtste und von ihm
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~ Oontrol Brameh in Salaburg,;q

seiner Seite: a) bel der Inve

in Salzburg zu betelligen ugﬁ

d;glich folgenden zwei Bltten von

5.

ntarzsierung seiéen Bepr&sontanten

H
1hm dann eine Absehrift des Inventare

zu geben, b) vor dem endgﬁltdgen Beschluss, wahin ieh das Beoher-

Dapoglit gebrecht werden aoll;

Ich sagte beides su. Zu dies?
B.NAm 18, Pebruar hatte 1ch" e
uber dia teohnisehe Burchraér

I
38 aorgen, daas diﬁ Bepr&sen@

charakter bokommsn.

l
)

mich mit ihm ianerbindung gu setzen;“
r Unterhaltung nahm 1ch Arthur Pier mit.
ine weitera Bhte%haltung mit dpt Trecoe
ung daa Inventars, der SQhatzung usw.,
nes und nerrn ﬁairya Status wihrend

Ieh war %m letzten Punkte aehr

r
denselben status wie dle otfi-
|
Govarnment Bommittae erhalten
! 51"
y ‘und - Bss&% 1m amerikanisohon

litaraﬁge?msw. Ich fiige elne Ab-
il

nggordang bet und betone, dass

! , g >

: A . ’
'uﬁg"eraanlichér Annehmlichkelten oder

anten dar JewishVAganoy quaai Begierunge—.
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10. Hlernach hatte ich nun HTrrn Seirysnnkanft abzuwarten..leh beniitzte

die Zwischenzeit, um den Koni
|

Salzburg, Kerrn Friedmann, au

Zuzighung' des Herrn:Golam.

akt mit dem Laitgr der Hilitary Prcperty

y

l
pt. MaKensie, un% dem Jaint-?@rtrator in

fzunehmen; beidaFBesuche machte ich unter
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‘ Ankunft 1513&15burg am 25. Fobruar, be =~

‘ [
'pos&t bestand aus zwel Tailen'

ggemaehtsn Invantars bafand

{ahischanvﬁat!onalbank; Plese Teila

b
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n der. Banﬁ\fur Oberﬁsterreich und
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{1n B&ndsn der ﬁili%ar«
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10.00@.%~ Dollara auf 55 eou.--

?
:legramm vom 1.V Mﬁrz 1947, des 55.ooo.~~
" { J
shend Zu varbesaarn) Barr Meiry und 1ch
;, "r

kaﬁéﬁ»ﬁbéreing sehr~voraich 15 au.sch tzan, &bdass bei g&nstiger Ver-

wertung, 1nsbesondara dar thmuckstuoko, etwua, aber nicht viel mehr

!~ oot b a
erzielt werdan kann. | @ ‘gg :

12. Wia ohen’ geaagt, cxlsti%rte kain amtlichws amerikanisuhes Invmntar.

J !

In unseren Handan befand sich lediglioh eine Art vaa &istc,(siehe

ﬁbvahrift), die su einem unhakannten Zeitpun,t aber of fenbar relativ
Ik

kura adoh der ﬁaberg&b& dea Beposit durch 8aaher gemacht wurde und

sghw3130r, 1n§dar ﬂagenwart des nmeri~

Jetzt*in Barlﬂn 1st.Eevr Schwelger,

ch~aber“nioht mahr an die Umstinde,

€, arinnerﬁ.

'
'

{

wi ﬁenpr&eha; ﬁie ieh in Oesterreiah
Wi

'rage kommen&en Parsonan, wie

ﬁ. xaatneg und anderen fﬁhrta,

|zucbahaupten; dass Becher an DPr. SQhweiger

Al

mehen Killtarbeh&rden mehr Gegenstﬁnde

absfééﬁén“hat, als wir bei inserer Inventarimlorung in den beiden
)

Banken fanden oder in andergn Woeten, dass n‘;

|

Beposit durch die Amerikanet aegenatanée vara“

¢h vahernahma des

chwunden eind. Bs 18t
i
klapy, dass Becher an Dr. sehwviger nur einan%ansaeremdentliohan klei-

nen Tell jenef Werte ﬂhergabkn b&t die seinarsait in Ungarn ?On

I“

Juden zur Erlapung der ausrﬁgae uborgeben wuvde.

Wir: fanden auuh el'aeldringeL aus donsn die’ 8teine harausgebrochen

.‘ uoh“h§er‘1st wohl eher anzu-

:ﬁ,
;wahl ach?aller,bequemer und siohe-

\

.un; jedemfalla haben wir koin

\
icht snt“alt, sondern nur

i
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hkeit. Iéh hetone {ibrigens, dsas die



m doint scwie gngenﬁber 31.xaatner und

Sle ¢é noch einméilorfisie
Tendenz bemerkt habe, eiﬂ 3
scher Juden an die Vaadath

Dapositasu gsohaffen "

|

S
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Wenn in @eapréehen bet un

110nen Bollara) die Bs&o

a) das ?alastlna-Amt, Genf%

l
des Depesits beil den Behwdﬁ
b),Berrn Linton bezw. Ltehp

sichern,

i

‘WEE

Ii?
d

}ﬁgenstande bestitigt.,

':é%haitungen mit Br.

machte ‘aber noch‘die Fraga aufwerfen, ob

11 tun wollen, dg ich hier und da die

anctim zwischan %an For&erungen ungari-
' i

hazalah und dar'Auslieternng des Becher-

b
i
3o

|.
f
i

ven vial gr&aseren Summsn(mehreren M1l

r;. se waren dieuen Summan nicht das Re-

”Lsae#ela multiplizierte._

G
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xﬂenf 2u bringan.
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it uaaerte aich gehr be-
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dass meina ﬁevollm@chti-

die nﬁtigen Scﬁritte zu Eereinbringung

.

ger Eah&rden au untgrnehmon,

..s.¢

1ngar; den Trang port nach Qe#if zu ver-
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¢} benachrichtigten wir Sie ﬁbar:die Ankuﬁ§£ d&r'Vallmechta

15. In ainer 8ehlussitzuné

1

mit den Herren ﬂarr und Troeoe aetsten wiy
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arrison, Ghief %iparation, Belivury and
. sj‘

rst am selban ?éga van den Lcndenar Verw

%ch einen Kﬁflichkeitsw

L

Bostitutinn Biviaien, dar
handzuagsn iber den Sster

war und in der Beehervsaehg

17, Vem 6.bis lo.Mirz waren wir wisdar in Salzburg. In dieeen ?agan

!

machten wir a) daa'Invanteﬁ: égssen Abschriﬂ{ als Tell dar best@tig-
(5) tan‘Qnittung hier_beigafﬁgt

1.
[ i
At

}en die Tranaport-

et

I
Bhrtha !rlanger vum ﬂenfer’?alastina-Amt. chh don von den Kerren

ﬁr. Posnor und Dr, Scheps gatreffanen Begelungcn hinterlegtan wip

%

_fr.ﬁ@&@;-- als Depot im zaﬁl und &1essen did beidan Katrer, 1n denen

wir des Becher-Deposit hatten, ;ohlamtlieh vorsiogsln. Am 12‘ Mars,
if. 54 }
nach eincy Unterhaltung mi% den Karren Br. Pezner und ﬁeiry, und

g
:,, ‘n . i

i
"‘iagor &enf, gegen Freigabe
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T beiden Roffer werden
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Hamorandum

gende‘

19, ﬂemaes der Bitta von Hoﬁ

8t, aallen #ehren, um aort ﬁ

monden'?unkte g besprachenJ
il

an Herrn aner fiige ich bsi.f

20, Ieh michte den'Berieht %

ohrtar Herr !aplau, fﬁr das

viele dor Herren war és nur

v

Vertranen gedankt

4

@rlassen.

al

ages ‘erwiesen

é*f
erreic

ﬁrigina
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Artikel fiir dia etwa

‘;z

h& sind. Bine Kopie dar

ﬁ der Quittung, aowie a
I

_.habe 1ah‘Tur Herrn Dr,Pozher

1 "
“

P

das abschrlftlich bnilied

&
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i

rn nr.lPoaner we

icht abschlissseqﬁ
il

Dot
* (
i

cwie den‘ﬁ rren J.

Fg‘

i
Py 4d‘13

rﬁe 1ah morgen nach

1t Berrn Saly Mayar &ie noeh 2u unterneh—

Ahsehrift meinessnriafea von gestern

i “

.:.!, {"

s

cbne Innen, sebr ver-

‘ [

‘gu haben, dass Sie mir
ﬁgbeﬂ,

A
7 "I

gr&sser rschian,

und dies zu siner

sl

s auch nicht mehy Zeit

1

;Ijaamtumfang des Bacher-

‘v

freundsehaftlieha

[

! @olan und Arthur

2 e b

Un”die amerikanischen B@hdrden bis
hinans, den Wukach zu helren. Fir

IE -
die Mdgliehkeit,kﬁhre Sympathie fﬁr dle

| ¢
Sache des zionismns Ausdruok zu geban. Ich Fin uberzeugt dass die

andere Beatitutionsaktionsn

il

"l
anlégslich dea Becher«ﬁvpeaite geschaffene Atmosph&re auah fir

auagenutst wardfijkann. Wenn trotszdew

die Abwicklung der Sacha 5 Weehan dauerte, aa lag des an den unver-

maidllahen Formalitaten einer Milithrmaachi

TS SN Tt GG TS o
. = e

Wi £ B it Lo e

o et


http:5",~o.!l.Ii
http:At,mosphM.re
http:beBPI".Cb.ft

B -
E . - o - .
— e TS I - - o - - - - - - - - — . T - ¥ - o - e TR — — T
T T R I T T T T T TR = = = = = =TT =T S T T =D = . S =~ S
& . N
-
J o

o









v . d
- . - - - C e e




1521 Salces Gold fr‘nks 20 %r.
105 French " “ ;
336 Gwiss " il
141 Fremch 3 ° o
2 v owoo losgFs
298 Bolgiome " " 2al|gxe
55 Futoh @old gulden )
126 Itzliam goli pleces 26 BFe
350 Gzech gold crovms Eolg?.

51 go&imn,ciqurat:

~lsp‘:“',’chaia |
5 8 neckleces
89 " bricelets

16 pocketwatohes
2 golden Yristwatches
5 "

broches
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«egntains :pprox&mﬁt@ly'thn tollowing ltems:
1
i

1, |z mlian neexlace with Jlimond
V4 uﬁamsnds‘l.lﬂ kirots
1l BT
3 ﬁﬂamonds ringg 242, kurate
1 aldan ring with dizmond

32'rinﬁa with iiamonis approx.
‘ . 35 karat

1 g olden brucelet

2 biamona bricelets 2425 kar.
9 vazloua dlamond items

a8 prox.‘l“ knrsts

'11 ?olien brancelet with pexzrls
Ll . snd Llamends

v arioua digmon@ esrrings
Y approxe 4% kerats

.

Jiamonds .
o' den iLems

wes compiled by me as

¥ wmson.ahera mlght
b@foertain mistakes but general
lv}it a8 accurste.
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"4 gold plates 974 gr. | . ! 1 000 fine | .
gﬁld goran 323] gr’“h‘ﬂfﬂ }ﬁ 500 ; w 'iﬁ;
™ ; 12 gro | | 500 f
Bag No, 2 | I (N
1 bar
1 bar
I ber
1 bar
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1 plece Gold Coin from Genoa ' G . 1 {
| | L B
Ba No : pe i { 5\
. ! | H . N i,
1 Parma gold ooin o | ;
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TEWELRY AND GOLD L
Kurt Beoher PmOperty, deposited in; Oberbank Sglzburg,
Alter Markt
fBerial Hos,;a|3.}001 Sa & 8 "3,3002 Ba
s

H

Box 16 64 golad braoq‘le@s: IR
Box 17 613 gr, gold chains ; , f s
470 gr, gold aorap d : I

7 necklaces . . ; o o
- 14 wateh ohains . i

18 . 1 Royel necklace
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A
P
. diamond watches o s ‘
sllver and niokal watoches -
ox 2 20 compaota/14 crt/
1 /18, ort/| |]
8 oigarette|cases / 14 ort/ )
2 cigarette cases / 18 crt/ }
Box 24 2 xg 750 gr. chaina ‘and gold sorsp,
‘ ]
9 g.- : }i ] : ;
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oigérette casga’?ﬂ
‘c;garetta casos

p1u912 diamond brooches
5 plus; 5 diamond rings

- 5 golden rings |
5a;single earring

vgwiék;pins
#afioua items

S

)

o

1 d{amond bracelev
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’*’ch diamonds

'
'

th platinum
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JBWISH PROPERTY FROM HU&?IL&‘Y KEP) 1IN CU“ ‘OD‘F ,BY 0
. ___Usf. FORGES XN AUSTHIA

In April 1944 the Rx’xmmrien movernment daerved he eonﬁ.so* tion
of all dJevwian property includin: gold, Jme*lry, vnlunblos, rrt treasum
Lo« Tude property was delivered by the Jows 0. “he Huncarian
Katiansl Brok snd stored wneir u t1l. the end of 1944 vahem the Russian
tmm' wag a; pronomnh Budapast- i

At thet time the yr-operty m's ignaed onto o l‘rei ‘it train of

twenty*tour truoks, m.iehlprocemded in he dimc .don of Germany.

‘his train, wizh the excep.lon of eignt rucus, wop enptured by the
United Btates forees in Salsburg (Ausirie),|in -y 1945. The efrht
remining trucks wore wiiaﬁ by the Frenci: I'droen, ciso in dustrise.
The Americsn sulthorities raceiwd pm'.ccola!fs our the Jawish oririn
of this c¢rpiured rssin-lxmd from| vhe Hungerisn ¢ Leein com-rndors, who -
were in aherye of ‘he me}spovb. Tlile pmpézmr wry 1 Lor Lsken
over by the Division of Restitu lon snd Ihap'e trd: don, U.3.Fef, under
the oomyy nd of (ol Pﬁul,anj BaOred near Ba leburgs A gummary .
inventory was compiled by |nuds Pivision, hut thars usg no dotalled
esccoun:. made sbout ‘he corn .em’,s or the *lwumnde of grsied. Jhs
esvimmte of .he value of ‘Hia proparty, wh!cr. 18 weloubtedly &
Jemisn properiy eonfiscs ed in Hun.spy, smointed to o pmxmm,ely
fifty %o ons hundred ::«a:!.liion dol.tm*e, aword...ng o Amoricen souroads
Agcording Lo lisp pmpnmfj by ona of the Hun cpien =voin commenders,
troin=locd |con rined the followingi:

i
t v

i
Approximamlsr gg cmma af‘ gfom bu u.cz

il % gold ooin ‘
30 | % jJewelry i
1560 boxes . " gilverware | !
40 " gold atohes .

300 ars ! lpninringa !
5000 vrjuable earpetge i
Lorge nupbra of £.v | wm;s. enmeream, * snvp coll e tionsd, chim, )
etos; ond wvopeainlly ri uel o*sjau he frcm nwrly #ll the
- Hung rizn Bynsgogusa.’ b
N i
Thig properiy, wihi | is Kop, l by the Ameriesn autiorities
gepnrntelv, eonstisutes B;},y pﬂ‘b of the o ul anse. 8 gevrried amay
from Hungsyy by the Geri:ng or -hs Feselzt Hung rimn UGoverument befo
the end of the war, and w: mn are) now und.r &um particulsrly
Aparie n, conlyol.e | The mm Bungarien (»ovarhmem lm tried geversl
times .o enter inko ne.otin ilonsg mm the Amerienn’oocup.tion
nuthoricies 4n Austrin, on the. quesuion of fhe rei surn of ULhis
Mungerien property Lo ﬁtmg.,a:ﬂr,x st go far *hﬁ et or heg no. yob Dbes

ﬁismssod. and eil.the pmperw atill r*emeina in c-ue: ody.

8ince the Jontse: Ahmmy weg Lien Lo umiwa'mml thoh in the eow
of spacinl & rehgetonts ] ’Je:!.m mde for the Jemisn property under

_ Amoriosn conirol in Selsbury, widen wp L3 mmr nhed Lhet thisg prope

-

‘these above mentioned ouniriess |

will be used goleli for Jowish 're;ebilitation purposes, the Jewiah
Agenoy asked “he Mungarisn, ilovemmam, Lo deelrre thei 1L renounces
all olpims to whds prommv and ogrees th-y mia qumstion shiould » -
recoive special iresitmente.| Purtiurmoro, rﬂhe nun,mrimx government
abiould sgreg thet thie j;r-opertw, after 1.8 relwsr-, should e used

" for the purpose of r'ehmsllihtuima ol Jewish vﬁ,ct.mx: of Pascist

porsecution witboubt b.ipuisning thas ihis mu.at, ng asasxrilv e used
only for Hungnrisn Jevis, or roturied to Hunu:arye :“he Hungsrien
Prime ¥inis er sipgnod an offiois} regues: to ]mw Jmis,c Aggncy to o
effgct, B gopy af wihdch 1avnt aehed o . bis Rmmommum.
!
';’,'nis property mu:t he mm nrdefz &8 voing PO he:i’*lmsx pmperby
68 i former ownurs mo:itly| porisiod 4n quman coneen raLion camps .
The properiy wue confisan ‘.96 ifrom 'Jess whe would “oday, hed they
lived, b ve besn lersely citizens of Hum nin, Czeoho-8lovekin nd '
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BECHER,Kurt S.S, Standartenfue
detained CIE 5 Natternberg,Germany E&X
i
File Ho.,War Crimes 3Branch Wlesbaden (US forces) 00050/39.

9
I
K

hrer,-Head Wirtschaftsstab Waf<en 5,8,
3 rd Atmy Aren JS.Zche

‘ |p
Statement made by Mr.Offenbech in«Budapest on the 25th January 1946

Mr. Offenbach a close collaboretor of Mre.R,. Kestner states;

At the end of July or early Augmst 1944 I went accompanied by a jewller
to the Schwabenberg(Budapest) Pension Mirabelle tie . seat of the Political
Dapartment of the Gestapo I remorted to the head of the department,Klages
‘and was ordered to sort thef! Jewel .ery and foregn exchange and to compile
an inventory list of it. During 2'or 3 days we sorted the valuables ‘
under the superv151on of an S S. sergeant ‘;

These valuables were handed cver by Mr Kastén jer to the Gestapo as
ransom payment for the permles{on for 1600 Jees to l»ave via Germany

for Palestine,I remember thelfoalow ‘ing valuebles ‘

IRxkE. 25 kg. manufactured gold (facon) }'

great number of golden brecelets and ' c1garettes etuis,

! i A ‘]" B i

golden watches.
220 {two hundred twenty } karats diamonds.,

3000 goldcoins( Sw1se French Engl.)j

shares of Hungarlan“entererises. b

ThlS above mentioned lidt constltutes only part of the valuables,which
¢ sorted at that time, Afte:i @qing finished |the iﬁ&entory list and handed
it over to Klages, these’valuébles{wgre brought to the so-ecal'ed

Becler-Stab,116 Anarassygesse Budapest and te%en over there. by
Stendatreenfuehrer BECHER,

Oberschaffuehrer Grizon on behalf of SeSa
[
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‘;1944 ‘and aubsequently tranapertad to‘;N 
Mauthaueen. . ‘*uv N t‘
}' Kurt Behcer, ﬁandartenfﬂhra” ‘

f'the intention to take me tg Switzerland.

the dawelopment of the: military aituation‘.
. rtﬁ'stop near Bad Isehl;((&ustrﬂ.a). IR

. for the‘Jewish Agency and thalf:fff“”“”
"Commi t;teea. L R T PR
Later DH, th@ COI C&j

-’valuables wlhiteh 18 on file amcng &;; :‘: 21£

‘ings against Kurt Bechero-~

fé Geneva, Jdnuary 20, 194f » f"f‘*kﬁéfff
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centol Blouisy Accidds
5*53 a\;k% g

and, sty

,;Nalter Butler. ‘ i

: regret the delay in answering your above
. E ‘Herg was only reoeived after my reaturn
fromfabrca&.‘ iwf ]* V")& , '¥3 S

? : 14

2¢ Uhile in Anstria and Switzerland Dr. Arian devoted
his greatest attention 0 the"discrepanoy sxiating between XaIWEE
the velue of artioles aotually handed over to him as the "Becher-
deposit™ and previous 1ndioatione made by various Jewish parties.
I am enclosing e oopy of the relative paragraph from Dr. Ariants
report on his. misslon.;' 3 .
, I would rurther add that' Dr. ‘Arian has worked in full
accord with Mr, 8.8, Silver, at that time Joint Director for Austria
and your office at Salzburg and that at{tha actual teking of the
inventory beétween 7th and 10th March, 194}, Mr Friedman from.your
Salzb‘rg offioe was present~ ;

Vvlearn thatlyour Legal Department
atter,.: and that there are faots
ally;selzed treasure probably

kon over by Dr. Arian and Mr, Melry, which
wenclosing a copy of the inventory

yell. es the carat size of the diamonds.
orpy .of your[ahoveaquoted letter and of
"areprosentative of the Jewlsh Agency
~Palestine at Geneva, raquesting himito put at your disposal the
required details, as far as he is in a posibion to do so. Furthermore,
I am attaoching coples of two: 'pages co»ies bm Dr, Arlan from the files
of the Property Control.: Branch in Vienna and; Salzburg respectively,
Dr, Arian tried without |success to find}out o whom refer the words
"by me" in the final paqagraph of llst TB B@cher Deposit.” When
he showed it to Dr. Sohwelger in Geneva, thig gentleman thought they
might refer to him, but ha was not oertain on this point,
v @ kK

Dr. Arian was‘already on: the oocasion of his first

visit told by Mr, James Barr,‘Deputy Chier Reparaticn Delivery and
Retribution Division, and Cpte Walter M, Treece, Property Control
Branoh in U.S.A. Foroes lAustria H.Q., that they estimated the Becher-
‘ 8% avalue of appyoximately $ 60-80 000 and. that they did not
j: otat

‘.;.1-‘.

115590
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4 annexes,

in ai%osition to make enquiries

inla camp in Austria?

ld to h%ar ahout the outcome of
to ‘say,:'I am at your disposal
queries‘you may have.

A g
v,

Very-sincerely yours

~—«
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‘;i‘E;traot frd Dr, Arian's Report
: ; dated l}th Merch,}947. '

[

was%only a‘ki?dlof list\(see copy), compiled at
‘ y ‘ywshortly after delivery of the
ft seems, been made by Dr. Mosche

Ther ‘xist?d" 0. official American inventory. In our

'e Amerloanuorficer Mason, who 1s
however, of whom I enquired in Geneva,
umstancaa pnder which the llat was

Wiat as wbll as conversations I had
r "séith all lnterested persons, such
”Nussbaecher, T oehweiger, ‘Dr, R,IKastnar, give no possibili-
7tyto stéte tha{ﬂBechef deliversd to Dr. nchweiger and the latter
respeotively to the Amerioan military‘authoritiea more items than
found by us at the time of taking the inv ntory in the two banks,
or in other words~ hat‘valuables have dlsappe&red after the
Americans took over the depoaitj It is evident that Beoher delivered
to Dr. Sohweiger- only gn extremely smail portion of the values re-
celved in Hnngafy by Jews who wished to g%t exit permits.
We found also;él gold rings, frcm whioh the stones had

been removed (lea,inventory, Box 21, item 2) but also here it

be: SUpP oI ;gmad alreaéy started exploiting
'Wi}ves had done so after reoeipt

and Offenbacher. I would,
would not be advisable to
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270 Madison Avenue.
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American J’oin’h Biatribultion Commd ¢
| »

'I
Mr. Al@ﬁmxd,ar Koaeman
Meounting Dapartmenﬁ

|

, "Ifodmr ws hava ca’bled Mua fan.md.ng

"11 ""gratsa definitely repros
"'insurgnce for @6700.- atop it

main&ng objecte 1!3 $$?OO.--

As pravimxaly ca‘bled the 11

"Amsriean Inventor" : 1

, A%mhed 18 e dwtailed liatL
an
agraament will be' read,;luetea 1n at
'valua of thn sh:lpmnt.

I
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‘Wi, ELL Roek, AJDCl, Yov York

SN N

?1(Ji1ns 1949 ccncaming the tprmm i

appraiee& value for each object.

1949

[P PO

to ﬁr. Roeky

ent 'cotal remain&er raquiring
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