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May, 1948 

, l' 

Dear Mr. Alexander, 

I take nmch plea s~re' in en410sing six copie s 
of tl:le draft ordinance on the Rqstitution ot~:l'ropert,. 
to Victims of Nazi 011lPreasion which I have just 
re ce i ve d from Germany0 ' I ' 

I sho~lld li~ to discuss ~his matter" with yoP
and other members of the intere ~ted Jewish and refugee
organisations ,in the, very' near t"tl.1re, and I am sending 
you the draft for yonr early consideration. I hope to 
let you know the date of the me~tlng in a few days., 

. I ' 

I am sending a coPy of tnis let tel" and the draft' 
Ordinance to the Jtepresentatives who attended my meeting

,in ,;ranuary. If I have omitted an organiaation"froDl the 
attached distribution list which. yo" tllink. should bit 
represented I ahOllld.be gratefu~ if you would. let me know. 
Meanwhile perhaps you ,could forward one of yonr spare ' 
cppie s of the draft, to the orga:q.isat10n. ' 

,. , I&no;lld begrateful;,alsoi in the interests of 
de~p~:t.ch of business, if youandiother representatives
cOl\}.d agree to nominate one, or ~a t the moat, two 
spokesmen at the forthcom~gmei,tingo 

io'urs sinoerely"
) 

( Sgd J. C~ If'. Hampshire. 

l 

K. Aleaander, Esq., j
Conncil for the Protection of the Rights 

and lntere sts ~ Jews in aerr4any, 
8 Fairfax Mansions, , 
N W~. ....,. t 

I 
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copies to: ­
I/ 	 I 
I 
" 

i 
L. 	Stein.. Esq., ': tr 
Anglo~Jewisn Assooat~on, 

Woburn Hon se, 1 
Upper Woburn rl~ce, 

W.C.l. ' 
I 
j 

A. 	L. Easterman~ ,l!;sq., t 
World Jewish. Congre ss, 

Congre s s .Hou se.. ;
55 New cavendish;' street, 

Wl' j., . 
, I 

'I 
A. 	 G.Drotman, Esq.,," i 

I 
' 

The BOard ot, Iepntie slit Briti sh Jew.,
, wobilrn HoUSj. j: 

Upper 	Wo'tml'tn P+aoei 
W.'C.l. J' 

l 
L. 	OGhen, Esq., , ,I

Jewish 	Comm1ttee f;or Relief Abroad, 
7 Endsle1gh i'lalce, 

'1'av1tonstre~t, 
, :n,.C.l. I, 

, , 	 I 

W • stephany.. Esq... 'i. 
.1 

~" 
Central British Fund, 
_ Woburn Honae,; 

, UPPer, Woburn 1'la08, 
w.C.l'o 

, l' 

I 
';1' , ,I: 

Dr. R. O. Munster, A: •.L.A.A., A.A.Y.A., 
united RestitutionOtfice, 

'5 Lower Gro~venor Plaoe, 
S.W!l. ' 

I 
I , 	 j 

'. , 	 IDr. F. Goldschm1dt'i' 
U:iiR",.,6... ' j 

8 	Fairfax ManSions, 
N .;Wo3~, 

I 
I 
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MILITARY GOVBRNMJSNT - GlSWW-i, 

,BRITISH ZQNE OF OONTRJL 
" 

ORDINANpEN:O,. I 
, J

He stituti'on otProperty to Victims of Nazi 

oppre s s :ton ' 


! 
'I, 

In order to provide .for. the 1'&
i 
stitution of 

, 
'I <­

property to those persons who betwe~n the 30th Jannary, 1933,
J ' 

, " and the 8th ,May, 1945, were deprive',d thereof by reason of 
-	 " 

Ii 

their race, creed.. nationality or ~olitical belief" 
, ." ",:,---'''7''''''''<-~-

j 

IT IS MERE BY ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 
)
,I

ARTICIE :t 

Claims r 
) 

1. Any person; wtJether natnral o~ j~ristic, who between' 

the 30th Janllary, 1933"a~d~he8t~ Ms:,." 1945 was;:mjl!stly 
, ,'I

deprived by discriminatory legisla,tion or otherwise of any
! ...------'--'. ~ , , 

identifiable property within the B'I-itish Zone of Germany, 
, , ." I ' 

may, where the 98.'11Se of s~Jch, deprllivation was"his raoe, 
, 	 ;', • 1"" 

creed, nationalit::", or political 'te11et.. recover such 
",

1 

property 
, 

in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
, 	 ' J 

), 

2. A person who belonged to a ~ace or nationoppre,ssed by 
~, , . , /' 

the Nazi Government or who /prote seed a religions or po~1 tical 
'I " 

belief in contlict with National ~Oci8.1ism shall be pre B'mIed 
~,,~.:, 	 j 

to have been unjnstly deprived otl: property in the :followiD:S 

case s:- ,i:' 
I 

I 
(a) where the transfer of iownershipor po~se'ssion wa1l1 

I ' 

, con~rary to law; 	 1 
\' 


! 

(b) where' the transter' of :ownersh1P or ,posse asion t,ook 

i 

place, by reason of an,. discriminatory la., decree 
;'________t __ .: .•_-... ,." ......--~~-f-,-~--.. -.-.-...~".~.-.--'".----,..... _, . ' 

'I 
! or order i oral or written, of the German Government { i 


.---- I 


or any state, y,>rovinc1al or local Government body, 
, 	 ', 
, I, 

or any representativerthereot, made between the 
~"I

30th January, 1933, a,pd the 8th May, 1945; 
j, 

I 

; , 	 Ii 

! 
i 

I 

j 

I 
i 
I 



. (e) 

,I 	
I I !' 

I 

where thetr~sfer of ownership 0'1 

possession r~S~jltedl from an agreement 

btlt the tran'Sferer /i-s acting under 

dure s.s ~~~'_':~"_~_:~_H~!!.~~~_!~··~_··~!'!~r~.,ot;H 
this tact.· The fact that the transi'erer 

/I ' 
d1d not rect?ive gOlid valne for the 

transfer or· was not allowed to d1spose
II 	 .

of 1 t freely in. Germany shall ba deemed , , II 
ev1dence of: d"re ss. 

) 3. Where goodvallle was paid forlla transfer ~~. there 1. 

no ev1dence that the transfer was ~de 'U.nder d',ress" no claim 
I 
t 

. . . . '. . JI . .
[ shall lie' for re stit"t10n' of . the transterred propertv • . . .'. II 	 . ~ 

4. Where a person bel·onged. to a 1ace or nation .. 


oppro s sed by the llad Goverm.ent ozl/ who professed are11g10;;. 

. . . . I . 	 . . . 

or political te11et in.conflict Witllh National' Socia.lism was 

debarred batween the 30th Jan~)ary"j1933 and the 8th M~ , 1945 

from ""C~!..~~._to any proper:ty by;/reason of any d1.cr~1na­
tory legislat~on, he shall be pre Srmed to have been 't1njustly 

depr1ved of· lItI.ch property. and "'~I recover 1t in accordance 

w1th the provisions of this' Ord1nance 0 

, . .. ARTICIE II II . 
Property not&11able •to Re. st1tut10n 

1,/ . 
5. The tollowing property 1s not subject to the 


provi sions,. of thi s Ord1nanc-.: ­ I
(a) 	 property: of a iralne of RM. 1,000 or 

less at'the dare ot its original 

transfer.; Ii . '. I 

(b) 1:'.1 constl.ble goods; . 

'i. 1/ . 
(e) 	 property which by reason of loss or 

• i II 	 ....... . 

de str;H.~tion or for s:>me other :reason 

is not.1den:tJ~1ca.ble at the date on 
;..' /1 . . 

which this or/'dinance comes into 
. . / . 

effect: pr./ov ided that if the
I ,. . 

transferee or anysu bsequent holder 

/Who 

(2) 



" , 

,who 'WOtlldotb.e,rw1se: be 1180ble to 

make restit~tion hereunder hal 

received or, is entiltled to receive
" " I 

an,. eompensation11: ~oney or, 

kind in respect of'such loss or 

de strl1ction, he Sb8.tll pay s~lch
II

,compensation, or assign the right
U ' 

thereto, to the claimant in whose 

'favour a restitnti11ln order would, I 	 ' 
have been made in ,re spect of that 

'I 
property­

ART!CIE'!II 

Protection of Innocent Third p;~rties 
, II 

( j! 6. Where property claimed ,has passed into the bs.nds of a 
j, I\ i' 	 1'1

" '\ \ I third party who, attn.. t1.me be r~,fle1Ved it, did not know 

I, \' I that the original owner had been unjustlv deprived of ,it,
\ I, 	 'Ii" " '" 

\ nel thel' Stlch third pa.rty nor ,anyone clalming title under 
" ' ' ,1:1\ 

him shall be liable to make re atl tt1tion. , 'I 
A.RT!ClE IV "I, 

P,ersons entitled to ca.aim 
, 	 ' : .' jl '\ I 7. ~~t~J~er.on who himselt' fffered "" act of ,mj;;.t 

deprivation, or if bels de.a.d, his :neira or legatees
" \"H~-',,;,:'"'->--'" " 

(vermaohtnisnenmer) may ,cl~imre stitution,inder this ordina.nce. 
, " " 1'1,' 

e. For the pbrp0 se of this Ordinance:­" , n' 	 ,
(a) any transfer b1 a deprived owner" II 
 e ' ' 

of his olaim to re stitutable
H, " 

property, whether under this
" ,~I, 	 ' 

Ordina.n:ce or 0j:therWiSe, and 
I' ,

whether made before or after the 

date on ,which, this Ordinance 00.8 

into effect, is void; 
, ' tl 

'\ <"b,) 	 a perso;- who rras last hea~d of in ' 
too hands of ~he German A1.'lthorl:tle s 

I\ , prlor ~o the 8th May, 1945 is 
,'I ' , , /deemedI . 

, 

(3) 
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deemed to have d1eql on the 8th May,
", II 

1945, ~nless' the ,contrary is proved; 
~", , ·11 

a juristic person which has been'/; rtJ 
. . '>..' tI 

dissolved nnder German Law is deemed. 
, ,'I.i, 

to be without he 1rs. 

AHTICIE V 


Conditions ot Restitution 
'.' 

9. Property subject to re sti,tution. shall be 
, . ;: I'j. ' 

accepted by the 
' , 

. 

claimant 1nthe condition in which it was on the 20th October, 

1947 and the person liable tO~ke r~stit~tion may neither 
. , : 'I . . . 


claim for any increase in vallie since the date ot the 

or19lnal tran.ter , nor in re specit ot/ lUll' mo""y spent bJ ~m 
tor Jllaintenance charge a or capital er,.'pendit;,re, ~,~~l 
he be liable.to.r.,_an7_j,2.~s, damage or:1 deterioration ot the," ...--_.-......,-- . ···· ..''' ....-..·'':·--'..·-·-'--rr''·'-·'..·..·..--.. - ..--'-·-·--~''··'· 
property, except that where ~e, hasr~ceived or is entitled to 

i 

receive any. compensation tor idamage to the property heS"hall 

pay s;;ch comPensation or ass~gn the I right thereto to the 
, 

claimant in whose favour a He stitutlon Order' is made in 

respect ot ~t property. ,.I , 
Provided .that where the prop~rty surject to re stitutionba.s 

increased in: value by reason of ·imProvements or additions,,II ". . . 
the claimant s~all ~ liableto pay! to the Tr.ust Corporation 

established hereinafter an a:mo;ll1t llq~;al to the increase in 
" . . " ,. . . I'! ',,' ~ " 

value due to such improvements or ~dditions, but may deduct 
; Ii .~"

therefrom the amount ot any debt 1i:lc,;rred in re spect of 
; II 

: tile 2;mprovements or addition.s Whe~le such debt will remain 
. .' . . 'I 

secured npon the property a~tert1i Re stitution Order is made • 

.10. prop~.rty ~lbject to re.stit;~l:tons~ll be accepted by the 

claimant subject to all charge s and encumbrance s and with all
( . /I ' .. 

.rights attaching thereto at the date on which this Ordinance . '.' n . '" 
come s into effect, provided that an encumbrancer who, at the tt 

time his encumbrance was creased,:!lmeW that the original 
'. ~.' I· . 

owner had been unjnstly deprived of the property shall, lose . , . '. I . . . 
. -. i" 

his.seourity or other right bit WOrld otherwise hav~ against 

the property.' 'II" . 
11. A suoce S,sful claimant .n;st ,/pay to the personf01Jnd liable 

__..,_"JL;ig;;yr;;~~_~~;;~_~;:;,;;;l(~~ ::!t~ :; :~e~;~:i:~ ::n. 

115997lJJ:rC· CVf3 ..... 



ARTICLE VI i 
Limitation I 
~ 	 . '1 ~ 

12. All claims unde,r Article I.: ot thiri Ordinance ml1st be 


leaged, with respect to property in the British Zone, with 
. ,,~ , 	 ;, II 
the Zentralamttih- verm~gensverwaltun~, (hereinafter called 


the central Re sttt;,tion Author11:7) atiBad Nenndort on or 


betore the 31st day, of December, 1949. " 


.. ..'!!!!!em VII .• [I •. 
Trustt,or Protitsand Uncla1m,Q~ Propertl 

.' U' ,
13. A 'f"rustCorporation 'under Germa:n Law shall be formed 

1n the British Zone tar tile p,~poses~ilereatter mentioned and 

it smembers be appointed" and. sllbjeotr to dismissal, by' 

Military Government. " " Ii! 
, 	 I 

14. The fl'TUst Corporation Shall examine every claim made 
, /1

'''' . 	 'I 
tI 

under this Ordinanoe and shall, betore any order for 


re st.1tntion ~ s made. lodge a'clalll1 II . 

(a) tor any increase in value due to improvements 

, 1/ ' 

::..:::::onsto the prorty. against tile 

( b) tor an"" profits which Jve actuall"lr accrued from/ItI . .' 	 tI . ' • , 

the property since the nate of the original 

transfer, against all or any ot the Persons 
'[I 	 ' ,

,thro;:tgh whose hands the' property has passed,
,L 	 .. ,

;not ooing persons who are protected trom 
, /I ,. , ' . 

liability to make rest4tution under Article'III 

ot th1s Ordinance. N~I' person other than a 

: ~lccessor 1lnder a willI or inte stacy shall beI ' 	 ,
Iiable to pay any monelY to the Trust Corporation 

1n respect ot ~rot1tsl!WhiCh he has not 

personally received. I 
.15. 'l'he Tnst CCIn:"poration.. Shal~} claim any prpperty 

, 	 'I'i. 
. which, according to available ev,1dence, is liable to 

" ' 'II 
restitntion, bUt which 11&s not teen claimed by any person

il 
, /I ' 

under Articles I or ,TR oftbis Ordinance • 
.I.", ' /:1' , . 	 "",. 

16. 	 Out' of the t'lnd received bY it. the ~rust 


,I

Corporation 

'i/(a) (5J, '/ 

"-- -if
I 

wrc.. cu3 
,I 	 - f 



.'" " ,1/ 
. " '. . . ~ . . ...... '/1 

'(a) may, 1n lien ofprof'1ts, pay to a 

B~cc.8st~1 c!a'1mant Ji sum not exceeding' 
, /i . 

. ,I 

4% of the capital va¥ue of the property 
, /","

at the time of the original transfer in 
. ,'. ,fI . 

respect of ea?h yeailor part of a year, 

since he was deprived of it. 

(b)' shall pay Ciompensat~on to tit,rviving . , . II 
members of corporation and firms which 

wO~lld be entitled t~ elaiDt restit;;tion 
.. /1j . 

lmder this Ordinance if they bad not been
"': . II ' 

dissolved lmder German Law. ' 
. . 1/ .­

17. The b3.1ance of the monie s re ce i·ve d by' the Tru at 
tCorporation shall be illve sted and ~ld ;;pon trnst for the 

, . H 
compensation, maintenance and.benef/it of all persons in the 

""Iill British zone,w.~~_~~,~_.,~:_:~~~,"'o~. Na:t~_"~o.PP~~,~_~:.~~~ and forII ' ,--_., , ,', 
the maintenance, care and, where appropriate, the education 

of .tbeir dependantl;jl•. in acc.~~dance I!W1th scheme. for slloh 

purposes prepared by the 'l.'rll~t Corporation and approfed by, . II ' 
Mil.itar" Government. Mi),.itar,. Gov1e,' rnment re serve s the right 

J 1,' 
from time to time to review, all SUtch scheme s and to give

.' " '.' /I, .. 
directionst'egarding the.nagement and disposal of the f,mds 

.. ' 1/ 
in the bands of the TrUst Corporation. 

. , II 
18. At a date 'to be fixed by liq.1tary Government, not

.' ,II ,', . 
earlier than 1960 the Trust CorPoration shall be wonnd tiP 

a~d it. assets d1str1~ted among /Ilbe land Governments for 

Purpose s· to be then ~greed: ,betweir Military Government and 

these Governments, but theintere ate of all person,s than 
, • '/I . 

receiving' 1::e nefit s under any. of Irhe scheme 8 mentioned 1n 

paragraph 17 hereof shall be provided for. , II ' 
, . ARTIC,IE VIIl! " - . .: " ,,'
iowers, Duties and APPQintment $I the 

~~' 'fi 
, Restitution Authority ,. , 

19. All claims Sball 100 •f1le,IWi th the centl'a.l Ite stUtit10n 

Authority' which shall advertiserl such claims in a manner 

approved, by Military Gov~rnmentl and. refer them to the 
, .' " ·Ii

appropriate Land Rest1tutionA~thoritie8. 

I 
I 

I 

:' (6) 
.._--." 
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' . I 
_I 

'I'm:, centralRe ~t1tttt1on may, ho~ever,;~ke Re stit;"tion 
, .,' , , ,I ' ' 

Orders 1n such cases asMilitary Government may specify. 

20. ' 'fbe£:riJ d6ve~nm~;rii)~:':>~~:lf~i'J'£i€~ f§lii"£-6nJc;'6r rli''l,~_: 
Land ~e ~i~~i'ti o~t'IJ;tti;~'{ti~':~"\ri;i~~Jh;lL.rid f~i'rt(ft~ S$~ 

: ;:,::,':,' :,l;;?"'\\':";'i,:r,',;; ,;> ;', : '.>:;: );r.'{",-:!;:::".:, ~,;';'r;" ;:: ":e',;,'" d;!~ '1, ,) ,;1. ',I,' ,'"",:" ('" "" """"'", " 

A"thorities shall have' power to 'make 'l,a:ii'order:Tt6r:"'>J:~}::::\' 
, " ' "I ' 

re stit"tion in anY'l1ndisp"ted ""ase' si:x months after the .,,: , : ' II ' 

date of such advertisement and to ar~ange a settlement by 

'., ,1'1' 
agreement in respect of restitution or profits and to 

Ii. " ' 
I ' 

make an order accordingly at any ti,. St,ch orders shall 

ve st the property ill the clatilant s, II~ndShall be accepte'd 
, 'I,

as evidence of title 1n all German Res1stration,Office s. 

An order made. in re spect of pr:ofit sf shall ent.1tle the Tr~;st 

corpora.tion to recover the amount tllereof nnder the ordinary 

process of law for the recovery of Ij~dgment' debts. ' 

21. The appointment of the lIJember,'/oi' ..the R'!s,Vt;iUlmn 

A"thor1Ue s shall be subject tot!,.! app'roval of 14111tar,. 

Gover,.nt. II 
,22. No costs or tee s shall be payNble to the, Re stit;;t1on 

Authorities ,by any claimant under this Ordinance. 

. . ARTICm IX {I 
DisPtlted, Case ~'I 
' , J 

23. In cases of disp~'-tes either ajs to title or profits,
-' . ,I ., 

the issue shall be decided ,by the ,Ge:t"'man ordinary Courts 
, ,J 

provided that where the dispute'1s as to profits only, the 

Re sUtuUon Allthor1t7 ma7 make an/lordn for re stH;;t1on 

witho'l'1t await1ng a deois1on of th8 CO'?.lrt as to 12" 6f1ta. In 
. c' . . fl· .. " 
judging a case the Court ::hall ap./P1Y German Law and proced;Jre, 

. . I .­
i~Cltld1ng the law relating ,to corlts, supplemented ~ and 

subject to the provisions of, this Ordinanoe •. Where" no existing 

. Mile of law or procedure ~overnsllan7 1SSU~ arising the Co;,rts> 

shall dec1de in acoordancewitb. natural jtutioe. 

ARTICm x.1I 
savd!ngs Clause s 

. ' . n
24. Nothinghere1n contained snall prevent any person from 

. cla immg :any property ofwhat soJ11ver kind under the provisions 
, . ;)1 . , 

of German' .Law, nor from exercls~ng all his rights thereunder, 
. ,II. . 

provided that if he has lOdged a claim under this Ordinance he 

>_~» >';"»'2,»sl)a~~>:,~:~~d from making an~lcla1m to profits ;;nder German 
~iJ! I'P$A' a -' BSt~~~:[_·~.~_~--,,,,,_~--.,..f~tt~;:.·r!):~"~'i'1"~'I;;~¥~Ii;~i?!(':i!~!:!:"!::"1:;'~'~~:';;,L_''''_''J,,_,"_;-,:,,-,,·_____,..._1 
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,cOf'Y. 

/ 

I~/ 
, "1,,, 

LaW in respect ,of the property,clained 'Under this ,Ordinance. 
, , III 

Nothing herein contained' shall I~ deemed to render25. I ' 
lawful any transaction prohibited by Military Government 

:1 " 
Law No. 51. 


ARTICIE XI 

, , 

Powers ot Review 

26. MilitarY Government may review' aill decisions made ~;nder , ,II
this Ordinance' and nullify, alJlend, suspend or otherwise 

\ , I 

modify them. 

ARTIcm XII 

ImPlementati~. ,I, 
, ' 

issue2'1. Military Government may trom time to' time 
, ';, I,! 

direct~ves or regulations for the ol~r1.fication or 
" 

carrying out ot this Ordinance. ' 

ARTICIE XIII 
,I

Official Text I 
" 

28~ The German text of thi s ordinalbe s.tlall 'be the 

official text and the provisions of ,~il1tarY Government 

ordinance No.3 and of paragraph 5 Jf Article II of
'/ '" ,I " ~,'" 

Military Government Law No. 4 "eball"lnot apPl,Y to such 

text. 

ARTICIE XIV 

Effective Date 

on•••••••• .'••1948.o29. This Ordinanoe snall come 

J
BIORIER OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT., 

! 

'I 
, :1 

,",. . 

~..~ifiilihigl~i;'~,.bll!d'~ .......:.__ ,'j_~_:,--".:_L~,,--------,---,-·--~--,-----,---1_18-0{}i
~~i, .................,...... ,.-. 
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H·i;·. .... 
_., . • , ,_:' ,_::"",,:. 

, 

,;.~,~. 

oo.~rlJ.\ti~u$:f\'r. 
.~ro,!:uD:r.~latt'b~rg 

~~lt~===::::. 

ltlit~f \~b.~ 'llJ~I'd~Jl)tr~~ton'o~~)1,
'.• ~v:})!iQb .~ .'itetl4~ onlmh:\l,of '(b~

' Ii 
.11.:ttt!~!.~r~.~arrot'~h~ .Jqn.. ~.lld 

,g~I'.\~.~~.~,!'~or,'~Clit:':' . 
5~il\t()fMt101i $8pO~~lb1.'W 
.,~~'J'Op.l"t7 .et.l11.1~(J~rtJ~. 
~t..~!,'..t:~!,raUl)l1ot O.n·!~D lk... 

.·~'!ia~mpoDfJlbl'f flIH,.' \0 'ti'f' 
.. ~llt t~.r.a'9. .!!01.fne" 

", ,'" ..,' ' __ '" ,.,' ",.'. ~'/, " 

mo !ui'-r 	 ·... ~l~ ·9~J~~~lwe.rt$a'V1!4 th~ .'. .'i~~*.' 

~~r".1.~:nt ..;!;i!.,:~.-~::t:!::,!t.,,~:~:.:t~~fi~l!!le...ly 

t~~::t:~:~",::~:~:~r~~l'i~:,~;\ :,~.t!;t'~~~'''~1~~~.~. 
~~~"~'f~.a11a 'Y~\'J~lo~~;p .... ". .t:~'i" .~1'~1" ~()~~~~~~~\, l~ OUI' 

~. \ ')u.£o, .t\l.",e.,(,:,tt··t!"':l;~:!" ..... ~~ $:H~lbs:" .''i'd~8D4~on 

~tle .', .' . .. jI. . .' QtOe1'!Wl1?,~*G~el, ·.e,nd':fuit~ll?t~er ••t ... 'II ..of Iny_sUB&­

t.i~fi~Q,telim:prt;);ct1C$1.~b~.fthe1",tol"., !ell~eI'N :1u.'fIl..o'.JaUona",JU 

~,.l;1'!'b~rlan., t~e 1",,~ltpt w~1~f\fa~'t¥\ . ~~·,c beti""Mby,the 

,tt'l;~'~~~$ ,~;IlIso'1a;Uqna$kSna aU l.tbra;l'f:."to ..' .' .,f9I'cqrltt~I*~"~·JetrI-
1~... ]Ii~le.• ~t.wle:~ t",t:entrallleallJll,fot1'laUOD ,~l1J:t:lUlh'h.J~nottle.• ln 
'11eBW$Il. 	 " I .', ' 


. I . . . . . . 
. 	 , 
AU ,fQ.l' as mtl~rtUI m..'\te~ltBconqerne4. J;'ca,~:~lOI'!l~'ed·t".JItj,l1$h.· . 

t'beQ:$~ .~Qn.W!U:J~~t and':Jri~ei;J.\.'rtts5e()'lono •. ~t. ;arce ·~.~.. ·~ha:t•• ,ot 'eTlpEtIl- . 

V1iSl~~ fl;~AA~~~,$~'~.';/"!"i ;!?:~e~n' .a~,(!~~:p~.~+flI,S~,~~~~~~g do 
. nD'a\b'~~! J~l;li,~~.'t~~:·,.,.;,: ......r~~l'9t ;t-he .~tl1~.~ i~t 'll411~~"!~I!,~ ;~,.•)l . 
~tt,~;n"'~fJ~~ .·tlire .~.~i(~~~.'~~~!,n.i~, 'o~ tb~.ttl~'iltt"9.1~~h. l:n~'.f~Q,'. 
the.~ ;~ng.. C)l.~l¥f~ .. '~.~~~~~~n .~ti~r~~! .~~ 'it .1,o$.tJ:':U un~er'~t.wl1.t:he.. 
1t :wl'lil tl,lpoa$1lilef~8"t:pj\r~btv.sO~('Of' ~tl'lrrOQWltl7. . '.' 

!fh,e .:C$ct .~l,\a. :;.~~e ,a._n;lDef(),d:;l~J)g .Ql~S.f!I' lp. ._he Am~,M:·~4:i)·~~t)e,,{\e 
fJeqm!i)e, 31, 1948 ~,esen'.• ot'cou7.'segr,at d1t,~1onnlea. ·7tt.\mQ~_(!~ef,~le 
vrqof urt~the ~iSQo.rthe JOI '~ei o.,e'cu;~'uml~t"l'l91t(l~~:~t~r .. 
antl.~Qt covj!red b1'th.eC41_ottlteJilSf,)!JJ'r:'O hA.....b'(\~fll!!ie, .'.~lt.J.!~4~." ,I ", ,.,... 

. . . i . ~';I' . . . . . . ' 
C.;);n~14el"$bl.dtf.tlcult1'Ga\te 911"O\ill'~"~i:\'JIco,. onth, 'p~l!,' '9~i.~l:l! 


Ge~!UlJ,'''l8h co~t~1ee. l'J!he8eeom~Ut8~ I:hi)lcl ''mo,rlY' cul\.ura~,tre~;'u,e9 

·wili'@. in().$t iB9t_n.cel,~reJ1(Jt us.~ert Qll~llln4 in ·the,~i1~'Jl1pt.caee.,
i 12 
n9v.~, 1:lelQ~«l to th.eo~.1\.~ft..$1'Jl"e '1INl~iof tbese~o=.unlll$llJ a~eve,'f'1 
sntDl11nn\llDbere, tb,~C01M1tmlll ;proPBl't,T lQetdt1tn~r~ .hast~.t~.ac' to 'be 
h\a~ttf'i)med 11lt() p.r~·V'~te.proper:t1.1nthe lean ~Qlle.wb!!i,e'hMJ'~t!c.a117 
theJ'lU>r) lS"fu:o!t1l,~~ asth~9\tt;C".B.$.or to ... ,: 'Unlty p.r/)pe""O~l"1niHl Jewish 
(!()imlUnH!.9B ay:el11 ,ApooUlon;to t.nte.l'fe~ '~f;.:n;ev...e."stnglenla:tm. . 
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l\I"'''ti1.'1~$1~ .9\~~r ietl~tne.. ,.' 

" 

![ 
-2_ I 

'I 
~e~~i!:ttllg t~$1J ~U.S10U.I!~edP~'P!):01i:t1,'9fl~~n~te,ra::n~tll«!:~0il, 9f 

~.~'\'J;~~:r~lltt.l:n\1~'crip~B.,: eat '~~': '~a~\r.;~cft.~t;~.I~f~r~ book! n!)~.........~,~ 
iit;\tt.. li't~~:ee •.~naQ;f.~~"l : .9r~""p•. '~1t~l''¢1'ct:On~~ would, . of40ill"~". 
b'~~~,.~.&\'~ t~~!,.t.LUlce ~tOI' :3't~~,~,;eii.~!.\,ri~ MI. '~he 1~1\1t,edtltate.. '-11 bl'ti_l. . . 

.~pmeo,*,f;.· v,ij;].Ja~t,{rlalot. f~pe,O~_aJe\!1Gh 
i~", .tf{~l~h l,s J.'o!11bei~e~~~, I, •. t~.l~$pcU· ~~~~,.~?'O the 

I ....... '.' ~~'o .~ I!lera:f'11med. Itw$9 a'~"t1~to' +~t\'P't'}\l;9 $o?:.l:ttmlon­
t1:~~ '~~.·~Qo:n ,as the :~t t(!1" oto"PEmBf.le ~l:llVOlvedli le.a'tl~a.· '. . 

':1 
• ~!~ ,\t~~>I!!'.e~tl~, ~ ml,t$d ~~in the $lUltl' 0r:~~;f)~~1 oltbe ''bOOk. 

'ta ,~tlll AElHidoan .C~td*,B. ~h~t;~~~. . ". I ~lut.d~ed'.,~~~ 

'1' 

'of'lbe,'fIfJ :Wok,· tor \be,LaUn Amtll'lCAA . ,ciiilb .' Use, and 
:~~~,~~1~7fH.at'b9c maEle3c'i~f',",~~ I:t' c'~.tn. ,t~;~~(>1l$9 ,t.Olq 

tt. . .... .:QnQ,I"~ WOOlt~:e 'clft,i.i,r~}l&,t~e.tJ$:lo .. '.' .~w,~N'4'l:~~~ bfl,O,a\1fH\! 
of \~obt\1:eall'~a$o:ni1.D~Q}1. .tha,tth~ .~h~lm~:n~$~\' .1lQ' ~ $,#f~~~:roDth~ 
..at~~oU9.~'.J'r.... , lo,~t~'ll. ~qlt~~~,;!l:~~.~o 'R,9.'4~J1"dlrt)~t'lY fi-Qr.! .1ile.1)p.A~. 
BQ~tev~rll "~~otnoeof:,tb9#~ tn Mt:~~ltjt1~ .~!! 8l~1'(Uldtf'eoejv~o'ril8t'ito . . 
ae1.\d.th9~'11.t)tt$d. Moll. to r~a.Un A~t;lriei\.: ' 

,i 
I 
I 
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I.IE/eting of :Board of f)irectors of JgR 

On April.-12,-Dr.-]4a-M:be.:ptS_at1.ended a meeting oftli.~ Board of Directors of 
":):e,.,-J'B\ti Sh Cultural Reconstructi~ IncG, which he~.~d Dr•. Hannah Arendt re­
'porton"hermi'ssi"olr""toGermany7cl'uring which she t~~e,: to get as much infol' ­
mation as possible a'bout the whereabouts of Je\1i!;lhcultural property still 
in Ger;nan possession and· to enlist the coop'eration ;6f Germall librarians, 
museum officials, and archivists for its recovery•.1 She discovered much . 
material in various places and is convince¢ that f~Tther cultural treasures 
are still hidden." The Gl')rman Librarians' ~ssociattpn.· upon her suge;estion. 
asked. all libraries to search for further confiscatjt:d Je1."1ish material. 
Huseum material can 1e located through the 'German Monuments and Fine Arts 
,sectionsl! Archives pre pent a special probtem beca~se it is still uncertain 
'.'1hether it ,Till be possi ble to ship them out of thr: country" 

The meetiIl6 then discussed plans for microfilming :i!n Germany of all Hebrew 
manuscripts, catalogues,' eC'.rly prints, arc~i\"al ma~>erial, etce It was de­
cided to start the miGrqfi lming as soon astha mat~er of the e:tpenses in­
volved is settled•. Dr. Blattberg raised again the!,!question of the slUpment 
of books previously allotted to Latin American COll~ltries. which is lagging. 
It Vias eX;91ained that shipment!? were delayed for technical reasons; they,. 
could not be arranged from the Ney' York warehouse, I:fbut have to be sent di;'" 
rectly from '1iesb.'lden.The JCR office in 'Jieabaden has received orders to 
dispatch the books to Latin America. .,. 
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. 'l)~. ·.ll.··.;).~\)n,dt , 
~~e . ·;i~~'~·~et.r.r 

f eWf<.. .. :f~#aiReeQnstructlon, l;ne. 


;1l;~U~~:t"~.4~q . . 
New YQr~.N. ·.~.~ tl 
Dear Dr. A,r~l;ldt.l :1 

. ..1 
. __ I; 't-, :!.., - " 

1.~iY0\1 vet!~~h:tQr 1CJ¥ ~~tt.flirof~.q~.•... !P! ,hc.lO\l ...
i:nI.ora.~4 1liEl .t~~t~y ~I!I ~li6) ~ .S~1) \~ ~.~ .~.,., ....:8 ~! .. !Ill. '.' .' 
the .r~~~,h ~::.: '··,'e•.,~ .~~t1.rj~~r:~~~W~~~P\~~l:@~l>iM1!9atlonfJ,
and 2 ···OOOtoBiila:· ·1_ b&' '" '1na~ijat;ll8.\· ·34.ca:S8ff'With ..
4,9:~1~teq1~ ! ~.~.al~eady ~·~§l~~·'f;~r~~~t!n~~ ·~.4J &l!l 

sure that you VlilJ, see tal' t;~t.entw,C'tlile, ~dt1ruguq 

...~.1.,.'be1~ proper .-.. ; fl . 


J :w1.~\\tQ tell y01.l. hOli !IlUch 1 ~o1ed 70ur report 011 G$X'IB8llY

4e11t~r~ .~~ theJlEl.tt~g oft~~tJ."~ie~~ceou. 'Jenah Relations 
It w:~s re!U4;,. ~fl.e});l;e :prel:3en~tl\~PilQt,th~'G.el'n111Jl p~blem. 

J .,..,I\~,~C~I\.~~~" c~,~~ ~tl!9-.}1 ~!!!lel, ~ ~t ""~ litWdf
\)O~~~q~~¢td.!~b:\l~~.~tt'~iI1?S~ ··1~ 1~~t.1~1.tledStates,wh:l:Clh 

we prE;ll)a~~ma..~,#orthe benet,ft QfIQ~. ~nfJD.d:s ~road:. . 
, '.,f " , 

11th k1nae"l!Gg~s, 1 .., . ' ,:1 .. ,.... .... . 1· '. '. 

~tS1nCere.l1 you.rs, 

. I 
;! 
I 

. I .·Inr. flolr B1:attberg . . 
"Dept. Q#~ture and Etlucatlon 

WS:bg 
'!nels. I 

t 
.1 

:1 
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Telephone: CJrde 5·7.8:,6 

) E\VISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCII~ON~ INc.
il 

Agudas Israel World Organization 
,\11i<lo<'l: hraeJi\e Univu,eIJe 

American Jewish Committee 
Amt:,rkan Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee 
Anglo.Jewish Association 
Board of Deputies of British Jews 

President 
SAI.O W, IlARON 

Chairman, 
BrhlfJ tJl DiruJotJ 
'JEROME MICHAEL 

Vi('e·PreJidenlJ 
LEO IlAECK 
SIMON FEDE'RBUSCH 
GERSHO,", SCHOLE'" 

, AlAN N. STROOCK 

T,eaSUffr 
DAVID ROSENSTEIN 

SUfe/ary 
MAX GRUENEWALD 

ExeC'lllive Su,elary 
HANNAH ARENDT 

o 

, 

184] Broadway, New York. 23, N. Y.:) 

Members oj the Corpo1'tJliotl 

Commission on European Jewish Cultural:' 
, ReconstruCTion ; I'I 
Committee on Restoration of Continental 

Jewish Museums, libraries ~nd Archive{ 

~ounciJ for the Protection of ::rughts and 
, Interests of Jews from Ge~many 

, 
The Hebrew University 

Dr. Wolf Blattberg II
World Jewish Congl~ess 
1834 Broadway :, 
New York 23, 1'1. Y. 

'I 
I 

'IDear Dr. Blattberg: I 
, :1 

Thank you for your letter qf Apri~ 19. 
to know that 34, oases with '4932 it ems 

Imeressenveruetung dec jiidischen 
Gemeinden und Kuhusverein.igungen 
in der US Zone 

Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Synagogue Council of Amedca 

World Jewish Congress 

May 2, 1950 

You will be happy 
have already left 

Germany for Argentina~ As 'for th:~ smaller Latj.n Amerioan 
oommuni ti es for whioh a minimum o:t 250 was reoommencled by

II
the A.dvisory Committee, I am happiY, to tell you that we are 
now.trying to shi"p to them:up to i90() items. Howe',er, I oannot 
promise you 1,000 for Mexic,o, Chi~e and Uruguay, but,,{eshall 
try our best. Brazil will:get 2'ffOO' 

As to the four complaining' oount1,ies: 

(a) Chi le.':'- We are in cor~espond!ince Vii th them. We I' eceived 
a Ie tter from \them dated M~rch 22'1~ Dr. Lowenthal, manager 
of our Wiesbaden depot, is( also ~n touch with them. I don't 
under~tand:th e oortlpla int ":' r:/ ' 

(b) Costa Rica .. -- We contaoted the Asooiacion Sionista Unida. 
We don't-have any reply from them11; but ad"ised them in a 
letter dated February 3 tO~get i~1 touch with ,Wiesbaden direct-, 
ly. At a later date we recei'1ed I"your letter adVising us that 
it would be wiser to deal ~ith th~ Centro Israelita Sionista. 
I wi 11 contact th em as soop as I /ill earn from Wie sbaden if the 
rival body, ever replied. ~heir ~llotment is already being 
pr.epared in Wiesbaden. : Ii 

'I'I " 
(0) Ecuador. --I wrote you iin my ~etter of 14arah 29 the reason 
why we did: not oontact them. Hove,ver, since you tell me that 
two-thirds,'of the Jewish con:ununi~y iS,German Jewish, I will 
try to find books "of an entertafning oharacter" in the 
lNiesbaden depot, and thencontac~ the Asociacion de Beneficen­
oia Israelita. . 

116007 



I 
'I 
! 

.~ ",' 

Dr. Wolf Blattberg 
5,- 2 - '50 
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:t 
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(d) Uruguay.-- We halTe a l:etter ~;rom Mont evideo dated,_ , 
March 8, in which the President oif the ComunidaD Israelita 
de Montev:1deo declares th at he :l~1 readyt 0 pay fr~igh t " ' 
charges for 1,000 books. Iaske4' Dr., Lowenthal to get in 
to\lch with'him. There was a cert!atn delay because the 
Advj sory Comml ttse, aocord',ng t,ol:eur files, never agreed 
to 1,oOn books. Moreover,' at th11t timA, in February, 
we did not YFlt know how f1'r~at OUP stocks jn l;lfj esbaden 
would eventually be. , I'I 
I hope this answ~rs YOllr ouest1,on/s. and I am, wjth 
kindest regards, '1:1 ' 

'IYmlrs, 

J<>- vI~.if 
Hannah Arendt 
Ex~outlve Secretary 

, fl 
HA: s , 'j, 

\P-S G EVa 
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Me,y 15, 1950 ' 

Centro 18l",l1e11t& Slonista 

Apart ado 14'73 

San Jose,' G;osta Rica 
 i

II 
G,ent Iaman : :1 

,Dr. BIat;tbel'g of the World: Ja\"llsJ f COl'lgress referred l~i9. '. ' 
1;6 your reques.t to haveth~ Oos~aj R1;ean Jewisb'11brarlEis 
included in the I'e-alloc~t1onQr l,bOOks recov'Qrad ~I'om N:~z1 
G.armany thl'ough Jewish C,::1:t"1l",al f!.leeonstruo:~+on. I ,ron glad 
t()~elli~~~ tnat your re91J:~:st, hasltre~t'l g!1~.~t;9~ '1>1 our , 
Q!';g,{ln12:'a,Y~1,Ofl and the taal'r:tpment ~pf900-500 books, ohiefly 
f~i~",:r,JI~~Q:~,1:)iut .1~C) .JU(ft9-!:¥~i' is ,Ia9;a 1?ie~P& ~r~parad for. you 
in,9.;~19m;ru'JYio~:1pp~n~~h.t1rs~sfr9:n GeI'l!l~ny 'weost a HiC.s. 
ar'e'tQPe cova,~e(i 1>"Y ~O'l.i:" '(iXll'. res~Ilt,llt~ve in charge
Of St:l,~,pmen~sfl"()iU Ga~~~lsDri.,G,~L()W'enthgl ~the 
a.cld~as1!Ji~l},{ .. G·.Plub, 6-aAJ.':e~'~dr;~ S~ri4~~e, Wla . en, 
(lelm1Bl'l~. ?J.~Hlse,conta:ct D1h.L(jwWilthal at your early con;.;. 
v. e."... ~.1.e.n.o.··~' so ...\t.t:vat..·. he .l1laYcommun1~.I;ata to you the actual 
expenses 1:tw01ve.d.. . I . , I 
I \"11.1,1 send you1n the nenr. futur:e an agreerllent which' 

laY'sCl:9}'~nthe condltionsunder w~10h Jewish Cultural 

Reeons,tru:ctton dis,tirlbut es, th e by/OkS ent1"u at ad to It. 


Hop.:ingto hear Brom yount;yotlI' 6/;far1Y .converiiam a, 

lam, 


"'1 11 \ . 
, .:5.' neeT:t y yours, 

: :1 

~ Hann a.1iS AI' andt 
. Execu·ttve Seer.etarv 

:1'· 01HA:s 
,I"1/ 

co to: Dr .Blattberg Vi I 
!IDr .·Lowenthal 
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When, in the beginning of 1949, the JCR was recognized by the American mili­

tary authorities aa the trustee of the Jewish peoplel,lfor unclaimed, heirless, or 
unidentifiable cultural property, the Offenbach Depor was ready to entrust. to the. 
JCR1 s care approximately 250,000 vQlumes, 700 torah ~crolls, and 10,000 ceremonial 
objects, all of which the milit~ authorities ~d classified as unidentifiable 
ppoperty. During the followipg year, about 50,000 mbre Judaica and Hebraicawere 
turned over to the JCR as; originating from various G!~rman-Jewish institutions which 
were no longer in existence, while 50,000 items of identifiable but unclaimed pri­
vate property will be entrusted to the JCR this' faIJJl ' . 

. .,' )" , . " :i'. 
Th~ chief characteristic of this mater:i:,al was that it consisted almost entirely 

01' broken sets, remnants of private or public collecltlons, with not a ~ing:Le col.:.... .. r" " 
lection which seemed an futact unit. The solution of this riddle waS that Rosen­
ber~'s~.ir.l,sat.zs~a1? had n~t b.een,the onlyNad agenC~llicensed'to 100t,Jewishbooks . 
and ordered to establish ,an antl~Semite lib~ary. Iysgreatest competltor in the ' 
field was ,G, elst,' a,po, headqua,rter, s in Berl,.in," An,,other 'l",~ompetitorll, was st,'r,ei,cher" the. 
infamoul9 Gauleiter in Nuremberg who collect~'d about 11°,000 volumes of Rabbinica, 
a collection which the JCR also suoceeded i~ recoVering and which has been allo­
cated to the Yeshiva Uni~ersity of New York. '1'1 '" ' 

The ceremonial objects likewise did not originate from any of the famous art 
• '. • <, - . H

collections of JeWlsh muSeums but were looted from synagogues allover Central 
Europe. Unlike the books, which are comparatively ~ell preserved, the majority of 
these objects bear visible marks of willful;destrucl~ion. . , 

"1/ .
It was precisely this ~ituation which made it ~ecessar,y for the JCR to process 

and sort the recovered materi~ carefully and under. Ithe supeNision of experts be­
fore allocation to Jewish libraries or museums COU~fl be ma~e. Among the Hebraica 
were large amounts of Rabbinical literature. of manYj:; centurles, including a number. 
of early prints and other rare items,.aswe~l a~ ~fks which have.become extremely 
scarce since the war. Among the Judalca WElre Ylddish titles which were printed on 

. ., I. .' .
the eve of the war and had never become kno)vn in any country, as well as scholarly 
and secular works in German, Slavic, and West European l&Ilguageso To these must

\ - . - i,';
be added periodicals of all languages and centurie~:. Since the beginning of the 
JCR' s operations in the ispring of 1949, approjdmat~ly 300,000 volumes. and .10,000 . 
ceremonial objects have been sent out of Germany t9i various countries and "institu­
tions" while the JDG,, in Paris has taken uPo,:n itself,". the task of sorting, repairing, 
and redistrib'~ting all, ~orah scrolls. : l' , '., 

Allocation is made. after carE;lful invel3tigation of the needs of the Jewish coin­, , , '. ' '. t" ' 
munities all over the world. Generally spe.aking, r.0ughly 40% of all items are 
given to Israel, 40% to the Western Hemisphere,an~ th~ remaining 20% to all other 
countries. However, the Library of the Hebrew University has first calIon all 
books needed there, and the BezalelMuseum' receiveJ~ first choice in the allotment 
of ceremonial objects•.The close cooperation wit~::Israeli institutions was empha-; 
Sized by the choice of Dr. Shunami of the Hebrew U~iver6ity Llbrar,y,and Dr. Nar­
kiss, Director of the Bezalel Museum, as e?!perts fl,o,. r the work on bOOk,S and art 
objects in Germany. ';.' ! ,' 

. With the exception of the United states, wheIW the JCR is directly in charge 
of distribution to libraries IS.l1d museU1lls, dlstril::i'lltion is carried out under the 
auspices of the national Jewish community of each country to which allocation has 

. , i ' il.' 

~ 
1
i 

. 
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been made. However, this:distribution also fOllows 6ertain specific rules which 
, \1 " , ­

were laid down by the Board of Directors of the JCR ftDd under which no book or ob­
jectmay ev~r be sold; each must be returned'to the Rriginal owner should. ~ch owner­
ship be proven; no library may keep any pook: which tHInS out to be a dup1~cB:te of 
one in its own collection; and a list of all;. itemar~ceived has to be prepared for 
the JCR. Each book is marked by ~ ex 1ibris and ea~h object by a marker so that; 
it may not be forgotten that these pa.rticular items1b-e but the SUlViving relics of 
the ~eat spiritual tradition of European Je~ry; , it 

, ,11 " , r: 
Distribution in the United states started a ye~r ago, and special attention is 

given to the needs of the. Yeshivoth. In vi~'w of thet great assistance given by ,.i\mer­
ican aU~horities in t~e work of the J~R in G;ermany, II~he chief Jewish divisions of 
non,..J'ew1sh libraries 1n the United states were recert}ly ino1uded among the recipient 
institutions. The Librar,y of Congress, the New YorxrPub1ic Library, Columbia Uni­
versity, and Yale Univers~ty have already select¢.. ~Fstant~a1 material. ' 

, ,', "h 
Distribution to the .other countries of ;the Wes1f,ern Hemisphere, i.e. to Canada 

~d the Latin American c,!untries, commencedttJis ~p::ring and will be completed this 
fall. Allocation' to the :Latin American countries wa's made in close cooperation with

" ' , 1'1' .
the CUltural Department of the World Jewish;Congress, in New York. 

About 45,000 books are still in the JCRI s Germ~ depot. They constitute the 
• ' I' .• 'II _

only identifiable private property which was ;found iin Offenbach. However, none 'of 
the great and fanioils private libraries of t'he E'l.lrop~an Jewish scholars is among them. 
These are stray volumes; the 45,000 books once belonged to approximately 16,000 own­
ers! This material wil1:be turned over to the JCR fnthe near future because it , , " ," , , I:' ' , " ", ,,' , 
constitutes unclaimed property. ,Although the orig~al owners who did not claim 
their property prior to January 1,1949, have lost ~heir 1egalr1ghts, the JCR plans 
to publicize a list of private ovmers to whom six o~more books belonged, in order 
to make recovery possible beyond the 1ega1~eadlinei,t ' 

In connection with this work in the Am'erican ~?ne of Ge:rmany, and because no 
similar recovery of Jewish cUltural prope:ty has b~~n undertaken in the British ~d 
French zones, the JCR na's begun an, extenSolve searc~1 for Jewish cultural treasures,. , 
which m~y have found their way into Germanlibr~ri1!3, lJIUseums and archives through 
the Confiscation policy 'of the Nazis, or are now held in custody by variousmunici-, 

,I " If ' pal and other German authorities. Th~ most important findS again occurred in the 
American zone: many thousands of Jevdsh COllllIlllilitY'I:~ocuments in the Bavarian muni­
Cipal and state archives and the remnants of the val1:11able collection, of the, Frank-. 
fu~· Jewish Museum in 'the Historical Museum of Fi-bnkfurt have been discovered in 
the course of this search. But these are only the I~ost important items. The Ger­
man depot of the JCll continually receives smal,l slrl,pments of books, ceremonial ­
objects, and torah scrolls in response to ~ts co~ications to all major German 
cultural institutions and organizations. In the Alperican zone,' the JCR, through the 
services of the JRSO, is claiming Jewish pfoperty ~hrou~h regular channels. How-. 
ever, no such possibility has existed thus~far in~he British and French zones, so 
that the JCR has only been able to prepare~ the gro1f1d for future successor organiza­
tions through centralization and the chec~ing of information. 

'I 
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'!'\ 11___ h' ,.t. L Ii
v'l'.. ~1a.A:re:fl(,\'u :i 
Execrl:t.ly,e'sf· .... ., . _ :11 

J,~ltIJeh'" . ,.... Priti~C~1:9~)' In.c .• ,'I· 

1841,''l)roa'd'wi:'~.' ." .' ... ... ,..,.",,}'.JJ'. 
lew Yortt~3,NewYoJl'k , ,I 

1\Dear Dr. Arendt, 
I 
I . 

1; haYe yo~ lettfijr ot A,prj;t~8J .n~~~~h~'o~M'4'$eyO~ that, 
aOet>rtU'l1fit ,to ourfUee, l~~'~1.1o~::~~W'~~~t'p~ ',~e, .~ppl,"ed 
to .j';~~ :eor .. ,1!l1oea.~lone O~I15g9.~SI$qt:t,;+~"~re;~~~,,c'J~~, 
~~r:t~~~5;~,; ,t;l?staJij.ca;, .t:;-u~~,g~:~t,IiCwiif,~~ :1<4$ld;~,f.~~~'P~\l~, 
,~dV:"en,e·t~fijlfe.. ..~ge~t1l1~'~' o~ ~PUjf~{ is a Qa~e::b1~t6eJ;1. 

$~~~~ti~~:t:i;~~,•. ~~b~~¥e~¢Q ,..~ ."A~Qa~.~h$,e~~$dalso '~.g:r 
~~l~~'Q.l;~~,~~~1.?llli',~t .~.'(\.~dcel:em()~!li '~l;>leQ~8~ .Of,119r c(,"L1lit~l!a's
$iV:. 'll~l ;«i~e~'~'~!li~~~plf'ca!~?~Lf' ,as.tt~,:,~'l:~no,,;b~~t~i~ 
t:B~~~~~M'·~~•. ~B.$~~~!~7(11~Pl~.~t~..·J~~ ... ~~.~ ~ 

?l:wl. ·IAJ,'sta\e"tbatat. ElDt~et~1 ~Ft.b,e \,ld'lr1.:ilf)l"1~Pl,UtoU,~.I" 
wli.e.;b ·&:Q<it!'d~b.at.: ~:OO~i) b,~ s~P.~t;0I·.. ~.r~~~,~~~~~,~,~()~;~"
.• : .... :lYln or t'namnthout exce'··~!oh! ,"and 'a'Ddn:1:i1iUii~{of"250 .was"'~',...""'" .... .."." """.":," .... r.·· ""I~.""·'· :. ,}".." •. ,.".,... , ... , ............ , ..... 

~!ii \~~l"'~~~.~&.l1J,~1~$~~.... L~~r .. ,y,./,'" '.. ,.' ... ~.Q()rd~ to 
~lle.i.~~~(')ry ,~\~pc~+,$Q(}ul4gf;t Pl"l?p~rt!on~'. ..,a1,ldtor 
f.e~~QJ,-C .;'}f,~?, U~<Tu~~ :~f1;~:r,; ·~~.l,OQ&~ ... ·"i..i~ed, ·wtu;l;e tal' 
Bra.,.l, .. :. be 8!Iloq,nt waS :2,Oqa.A.rg.ntl:na, :aga~~,.iaa separate 

~a$i!. . . J 1-/ . ..' . '. ' .. 
t re~~~.e(l~rliQll~OrWI'tf)t~~+~l?~JlI"~l'C)~ represellt8tlTes.~pt 
thet9~~~g~~t'1~s t~~thelr ~;l,~o,~~~()1\Sha~ not been,a~.a 
Y.pOtll,Chl"lle,~~&Q.~a. 'l!:Ctlf),c1Q1". llA~1J~. .~WtUda.lso like 
·tol\~d1).Mt ...~¢Q~t. ~Q~~40urae~,' 'two :p~1:es . appeared, "'-" 
el~~ts,. ~«i. l'm'foe tot!F..aEm...H8r~ aQo4ttslils4tJ,r$.ngyPur 
(i1:>s~~9eJ. : ~l: ~.. SI.l1'9 tOl:l~ltind $.llp);oQJ?~:r way,todet8rmlpe~he 
d1-'~liU.t.:(Oll 0' 'book~ ~th~se eounnJ:1estt 
With ~n.qe~tl:·eB:8,rdf3J I,r~i1Sin, ·1 

iSin~ereJJyours, 
I 

'I
,iDr.'Walt Blattl>erg 
iiDept It 01 Cultv.re end EdUo.attQD 
'1 

I') 
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lew yt)rlc01~y 

i 
i:husarel.;, y:ours, 

'I 
, 

" 

I "IIi' • ,,' 

September,", 1.95l. 
" 'i 

I 
, 

Dr. ltft!'n~ Ar~dt'J SeO:rt'ttary l 
I3nlehMtUmu. Jf.et\()ll$truotion:\

lJlQ 11h,@t:!4Tj~,j" ' 

IB/RJI , 1~8019J..1.. 
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JEWISH CUL'fURAL R.ECO~STRUC1fION, 
1841 BrQadway.l'iow y';~ 2,.l'i,yl! 

Members of Ibe CorporlltJon 'I 

Agudas lsrael World Orpnizaaon Commission on European JeWish CUltural!!; 
Reconstruction i

Alliance Jsra~lite Universelle 
I 

Committee I,'ln Restoration of Continental It
American Jewisho,f9mmitlee , Jewish Museums, Libtllries and Archives' 
American Jewish' Joint 

' .. ,~\-\~'I", 

ConseU Representatif <fcs Juifs de France H' Distribution Committee 
Anglo-Jewish Association Council oUewa from German~ , 'I, 

Board of Deputies of British Jews The Hebrew Univenity 
A l 

Telephone: Clrde 5-7826 

INC. 


Interes.senvertretung der jiiqischen 
Gemeindell und Kultulivereinigungen 
in der us Zone ' 

Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Synagogue Coun~ of America 

Worlel Jewish CQngre.ss 

SALO W. BARON 

cl:Ja.j'11J4"~ ,. B(i4raolt)Jml(JrS 
j 'JEROME MICHAEL 

Vice-Presidents 
LEO BAECK 
SIMON fEDERBUSCH 
GERSHOM SCHOLEN 
ALAN M. SlllOOCK 

Treasllrer 
DAVID 1I95£NSTI!IH 

S"rttar, 
MAX GRUENEWALD 

ExulltifJ' S",dar1 
HANNAH AREHOT 

15, 1951 

Dr. Wolf Blattberg 

"Vorla. Jew:lsh Congress 


:J15 East 843treet II 
11 ew York, N. Y. 

fi 
Dear Dr. Blattberg: r 
I am sorry but the people in cUbJ dhln It receive 

any books becalAse they didn't re~lY to my letter 

of April 26th asking thera wh ioh 'lBnds of booh:s 

they would 1:1.1I:e to have • ~Ve eve*l 'sent tb,em an 

order form which tbey neve,r retur/ned., 


, f 

I al so have bad news for you concerning ceremonial 

ob.jeots for Mexico. We ar now,I:lat the last stage 
of Otlr a?~;ivities, ahi'pping all Rases,;";~,p~9ad. I 
cannot include, in this last,shipment, tn'e case 
wi th ceremon :Lal ob jects for iiexiBo because, not 
only did I no t receive a check c~v0rim:r, our ship­

ping expenses, but they d~dn' t epen return the 

agreement to us which each in~ti~ution must 'sign, 

as you know, before alloctitions qnn be made • 


.'Iil ' ' 
I am, th erefore, makd:.ng, arrangements, to have these , ' , I" 

ob.jects distributed in the un:::~e::~:e::ura, 

/i4 ~~k 
HM£~mt ' 
E.:,:elf 11 tiV8 Secretary 

I 
:1
'Ihales 
'I 

j .l'~ h ;J"' ,) 0 
.J... \", . hII 

C:::::\O,,\f.JrC 1­
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JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, Iii/INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N1y• 

I 

:1 
" 

,IMEMORANwM " 

,I 

, :1 
, .I 

To: Members of the Board'of Directors and Advisory Committee 

Fran: -ll Arendt .• rl 
", ~"", ' , , 

, , !]:I ' ' 
After we closed our activ1t1es on March 15th1 I prepared the enclosed statistics 

" I
in order to give you an overall report of the activi:,~ie~ of the corporation fram 

its beginni~s, in Octobe:r 1947, until March:: 195~. Whe entire period, howeve~, is 

oove;red only by the F1nanQial :Report (Sheet No. 4), De~use recovery and redistrib­

ution of cultural treasur~s ~1d not start before 191119.


1" ' , ~ 
Sheet No.1 reports the number of books recoyered ~d redistrib\lted. These books 
were distributed either directly fram GermallY, sam,etpues via Paris, or through the 
New York depot, Which was in cha~ge of distributionfto libraries in the United 
Stat,es, Canada, Latin ,America, ,Africa and AUfJtralia',',I~ Most of the periodicals end 

.",rare books were shipped fram New York. '\: , , 

The number of books distributed directly froln EurOP~1 is given in the first or top 
figure, whereEl,s the second figure indicates the num9~r of items shipped from 
New York. ~e two figures tosetl1er cOlll:ltitute tbe total of recovered items in 
each of the various categoriee. J'} 

'I 
i . 'II, ' 

Sheet No.2 reports the distribution of books to li~raries in the,United States. 
This sheet gives a more detailed account and correapbnda to the United States 
figure on Sheet No.1. • , ': 1/ ' ," 

, ' , ~ , 

Mont~y or bi-monthly reports are available ,for the ,~hole period and these contain 
similar, though slightly II1Qre detailed b:rea~ovma .1i'0 categoriee. 

, : li 
Sheet No. 3 shows the world distribution of:geremonlkl objects and Torah Scrolls, 
inclqdi:ng scrap metal, f;ragm,ents of objects ,and scrplis and scrolls which bad to 
be buried. ' , " ',J 

, rl 
All Torah Scrolls were distributed through the JDC '~ffices in Paris, with the 
exception of liO, which came to this country. The Synagogue Council of America 
is in charge of their distribution. "",:1 ' 

Of the ceremonial objects, all I1luseum objects, 'with 'Ithe exception' of those that 
went to Israel, were distributed by our N~Y()rk depot. Synagogue objects for 
Western Europe were distributed ~y the JDC offices i,n Paris. , . 8 
No special report for the distribution of museum and s~sogue objects in the 
United Statee 1e in91uded because this part of our gperatione was completed in 
1950 and reported in the:a:nnualstatement for that ~ear. . 

iI.' 

UU:)c e-lO I 11.6022:1 
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MEl-iORANDUM (CONTINUED) II 

:/ 
, I 

Sheet No .. 4 covers the financial report fram October 1947 to March 15, 1952. 
Time periods are arranged in accordance with the Ann~l Meetings, at which 
fina.nci~l reports were submitted. Figures reported uNder A.l. of Disburse­

, 1'1 
ments cover all administrative expen~es; figures unde~ A.2. include freight 
and insurance to New York as -well as expenses. incurre~ in connection wi th the 
~dling of 'books and cere1!lonial 'objects in tlle ~ew YBrk depots. The insurance 
figures under A ..4. cover insurance in New York, such as fire insur~ce for our 

< •• t,t

book depot and workmen's compensation insurance for t~e New York staff. 
" ' " 11 

Expenses for individual claimants and the Baltic co~ection are reported 
se:pa.ra.tely becauae a separa.te budget was all-ooated for this operation. This 
figure is not final'. A fi~ bill from the JDC offic,¢s in Paris, which were 
in charse of restitution and ,re~llocationJ is" still o,ttstandins . 

" ·1
One of the shortcomings of: the enc+osed statistics i~ii that we were unable to 
indicate the monetary value of these treasures. We c~n however report the 
amount,s for -which we insured our recoveries o"n their I'trips arounCl.. the world, 
should the Board of Direc~orsneeQ. this 1nfo~tion. il 

July, 1952 

http:separa.te


18. 

I 

(5-4) The Canadian Jewish Congress f special commit 
of books received from the collection which 
the war has placed· a. 1abel iIl, every book toi 
serve as a memorial., The text on the sticker 
the property of a Jew, victim of the Great 
who seized this book eventually destroyed the 
by the Jewish people. and reverently placed 
Canadian Jewish Congress, as a memoriat to . 
the SanctIfication of the Holy Name." ; 

in charge of dhtributl.on . 

recovered in Germany after 

cate its origin andalsc to 


"This book was o~c~ 
re in Europetl The Na~:.1 \:l. 
r" It. has been recol'-(-'·TBd 

this insti tut10n by the_ 
who gave their lives for I 

http:dhtributl.on


Volkes 

jiiq..;B:rfolg~a 

"tii.r'dieJu,dien . 
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. . ." . 

.a1.s:Ji)ichter <les J'lldentuma 

D~tmo1d 1921 
i" " 

Mtirfch~n~~~:'.~ 

'l3'~rlihi' li9"?V:'" 
.. Wi~rlJ.~]il 
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M@chen 1939 
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Jude 3,1953 
, 1.:1 

'1 ' 
< 

::~:r;.A~~:::::~~ - Buenos A1re.'Ar~t1n. 

It is norr almost two years since b4kS trom the stocks rescued . 
in GerlllSllY were sent to tl:\e Jewi~ commuip-ties of Latin America by 

, the Je'Wi$h Curt\lral Reconstruction Inc.,l!upon the initiative and 
througb the efforts of our Department. Tllese books covered all fields 
of Jewish literature, suell aa Rabbinica,l,j s~cularbooks in Hebrew and 
Yidd~Sh~,~';ldaica in Ge~ and o~her Ew.f?pean languages, l1ll'e books, 
and penodicals. '. I!I' ' 

, 1:/ 
During all this time 1 'Was in cO!ts~~t cQln1!1U1l1cation 'With the 


recipi'ents 01" thE;l books, in regar,d to th~ir distribu'Jiion, and, in 

,accordan~ce '14th our estab1iahed' poliey}:1 utged them to keep these 

books as a sepal'ate unit, to integrate theJll into Jew.tab libraries 

'Wherever such may exist, and to (establiSh new'libra:ries in those 

Placee where none existed heretofore. I!] . 


. I 
IahouJ.(i like to supply you the following inf0J'ID8.tion on the ' 


final dispos~ of the books on i;l1e ~asi,~ ¢:repo~s' Wich I received 

f:t'Qlll the respect~ve Communities.The :inf~rmat1on relates both to the 

countries which you are about to vi'sit iill4 totbose not included in 

your itinerary: , " '~,:f' 


" L
ARGENTINE - Received over 5,000 books, among t.heJlllll8l':G"val'uable 
~,j ; +, t1,. . 

volumes, and '121 rare books. The reCipient was the Dill. It was . 
decide,d to distribute these books :mnong!!tpose 11b~ies and cultural 
institutions in th.t co'tmtry whc:n-e, in PllA's Opinion, they would 
prove most lJ.f?e~.Acco:rding to, info~~~on which I repeiveo. recently . 
from, Dr.~M.<:k?!l.amailil~a pQ.bllc ceremollY ap,:d exhi,bition of Some specimens 
of theb()oks,w~,sscheduled to behel~ p~:i~r to their distribution. 

, As the Qeranony was scl:leduled f9r thet.ime 'Hhen Israelt s fifth 
anni~:rs~wa.scele1:>rat.ed, it was postpOned for a while, at the ' 

, reqUest ·of' I'srael's Millister to Argeri~e·.I hope you will haVe the 
. opportqni~of takiitg ~t..in' the ce1.~b'tat.ion and pointing out the ' 

role played by the Cultural De~ent !in bringing about the shipment 
of tl:\ese books to the ,Argent:L'1.e,',· Jewish II,O~itY. ' 

. "I . 

BOLIVIA- Received 1,300 bboks,'Wh:iCh were shipped to the Ciraulo 
Israelita.Sirice'the CirCUlo Israelital-kas then comp;1eting its own new 
building, they set aside a special room1r ·for these books, where they , 

are kept as ,A communi1;1 l1brAl'1. '/' 

il 
II
II, 

'" . G~\ '')~ -..
.J..I. ,J -"" 

IItl !, 

http:anni~:rs~wa.scele1:>rat.ed
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" (To: Dr.A.Steinberg - Buenos Aires ·JJe.3,,195.3 
(From: W.Blattberg) '·1:) 

BRAZIL - Receiveci 2,500 books which ,wereSh~bped to the Confederacao dae 
Entidades Representatives da Co1ectiyidade lsral;llita do Brasil. The Execu- . 
tive of the Confeder1;lcao, at its meElting of lMarcb4,195.3, decided to· • 
diatribute .the books equally between the Je~sb Federation in Rio and . 
that in Sao Palllo, witll the provisiqn that the books constitute a nucleus 
of a central library to be established by bb~h Federations. The decision 
explicitly states thut the boolte must be at lithe disposal of the entire' 
Jewish cOlTIlllunity. Information [:I.S to'the disposal of the books was sent to 
me by Dr .Hinterstei.:l,..... .;'. fi 
CHILE -Received 1,250 books wbich,lin agre~ ment with the Jel-dsh 
cQlIflllUnity there, 'Here shipped to the li'edera~ion Sianista De Chile. The 
reason for turning over the books to the P'eaeracion was that they already 
had a library, :\Ddthe new.books \lere inc1~ed therein. Besides, the 
cultural life ofthecommuniv is c9ncentr~red in the Federacion Siomsta. 

gOSTA RICA - Heceived 450 books, a humper J~ch by far exceeds their 
propol'tionate share. This was done pecaul3e It-he Costa Rica communiV 
sho'W~d exceptional inte~es~ in the ~ooka.~e shi:PJIleIlt was addressed to 
the Central Israelita Sl.onJ.sta, and the books 'Were placed in a special· 
room a.t the Jei,Ti:sh Center. .,'.. fl . ' .. 

ECUADOR - Receiv:ed 225 books - partly in ~~ German' language ~ at the 
express ,dab of ,the community in that count;ry. The recipient 'Was Associa­
cion De Beneficencia IsraelHa in ChUto • '/1. . . 

MEXICO - Its allotment was over 800 books, f(but a considerable number of· 
thE9 are very va1uab1~. The books were smppedto the Comite Central 
Israelita de Mex:i,.co, which discuss~d the qtlestirin of their distribution 
at several meetings. The problem was also aealt "lith in the Yiddish press 
at Mexico. Tbe Comi1;.e Central Isr~lita finally decided not to distribute 
the books amon~r 'the existent llbraries,butto establish a special commu­
nity library. 'l'h~ Comite Central 1sraelitaj'l even .engaged a special Iibra- . 
rian for this purpose. This information came to me from the '~JC office in 
Mexico CiV. ;. ....... . . n . , ; '. n . 
PERU - Received 550 books, ~hich 'Were Shipped to the Sociedad Union 
I'S'rae1ita Del Peru.. On receipt of the boo~s the Sociedad'arranged a 
great public ce,lebratioll. .': . II.' , . 
URUGUAY- Received 1,670 books, which were Isent to the Communidad 1srae1­
ita DetMontevideo .. The Communida.d 'placed the books in its existing Com":' 
munityLibrary.' '1 . 

,I 
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(To: Dr. A.St£.inberg,- Buenos Aires JI June 3,1953 . 
~om: '·I.Blattberg) : " fl . . . 

VENEZ1IE¥ - Received 460 books, wnich w.ere senti to. the Union Israelita De 
Caracas •. The books were placed by the Union in; Ifts Peretz Libraz:y. 

: . til 	 . . .. 

As is evident from the foregoing, ;not al11ifewish communities in Latin , .. 	d 
America received bool~s, although all of. them were approached by this Depart­
ment, and urged to file applications. As you w~,ll lmOW', we felt :that only 
those communities which showed interest in .the; books nnd gave some under­
takings for their proper use should receive th~. Communities from which no 
proper response was received had,there~ore, to/:ibe omitted. 

, ~ t: 

. On submiting this information, I ~hould l~ke to request you to look 
into the matter of tllese books, their cli.sposalHand utilization in all' the 
communities which yoU will visit, a~'ld to please gi've them such instructions 
end ad\':~.ce as you oeem appropriate • .I',p~rt fromJ./their gE'.neral cultural signi­
ficance, the books have also a special' sentime~tal value, inasmuch as th~ 
represent the spiritual heritage of the annihi;lated J e\lish Communities of 
Europe. If, properly used, the books C01lld, und<;mbtedly, be a considerable 
cultural factor in the life of the respective fcommu..'"lities. 

. I"~ . . 	 Ii 
II 
I' 

'1: 

II 

.'/'/
.1,:, 

:1 
i 
I 
I

:1 
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h 
1,1 

,< tl 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL AM) BOARD MEETIIDS (2·) 

,. - 1 I 
:1 

.:I:\ r 1 
'1 

". rl 
.Pleafle take notice that an Ann~l meeti~ of tile members of 
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, ',Inc. w~lIl tClke place on Monday, 
April 5, at 4:00 o'clock in the:a,fterno?r, in the offices of 
Professor Salo W. Baron, Columbia University" Fayerweather Hall" 
room 611, Ne~ York City. ; . [I 
You are invited to designate your:representativ" for next year 
in advance • Each melllber organization i.~ entitled to be repre'!"" 
sented< by two dire,ctors. .' II ' 
In accordance, with the provisioIw: of, th~, By"!'"Ia.ws, each member 
of the corporation shall be dee~ed pres~nt if it is repre~ented 
in person or by prOKY by one re~esentariveo 

The Annual meeting will be follpwed i~~ldiatelY by a meeting of 
the newly elected Board of Directo....s 0 /.j 

In view of the importance of the dec.iSj,'bns to be made at this 
'1

meeting" members a'Y'e requested .to make {rvery effort to attend. 
Please return the enclosed response cavd upon receipt. 

, . " , ' " ~ 

I,:I! //"~';;':'h A~:~t'" h: 
Secretary. 

I 
i 

:March 10, 1954. lj
I 
I. 
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JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSm,UCTION, I:lINC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N'~Y. 
'II , II 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
APril Sa ,1954 " U 

, ' il 

; JI 
Pursuant to a notice dated Marcl'l 10, 1954, copy of wh'ich precedes these minutes, 
a meeting of the Board of Directors was held at: 5:00 :P.J.4." on April 5, 1954, at 
Protessor Baron1s office, Columbia University, New Yq:t-k City. ' , , "Ii! 	 ' 

II
The following members were: 

• 

present: Dr. Wolf, 
I 

Blattbe:rg, S.Cherni~k, Rabbi Simon 
Federbush, l\tklrcel Franco, 'Dr. Solomon Goldsmi,th" Dr. l¥ax Gruenewald" leo Guzik, ' 
Dr. Ben Halpern, Dr. E. 'Y.: Kutscher (proxy fqr .Dr. S~holem), David Rosenstein, 
Dr. Sim,on Segal,; Dr. Judah, J~ Snapiro (proxy);, Euge~11 Weill. Also attending: 
Saul Kagan of JRSO. " (f 

• 	 j ' ,I 
Professor Salo W. Baron, President, acted as ~Chairma~ and Dr. Hannah Arendt as 
Secretary of the meeting. : ,'( fJ 

Professor Baron opened the ~eting with a report on the progress made in those 
matters which were left unfinished when actinties w{:)re suspended in March 1952: 

, 	 : .; fI 
1. Decrees. Following negotJ.ations by Hannah:Arend~ in 1952, decrees have thus 
far r:;~en granted by BavariC! ar.ld,Wurtenberg-~d~n, fn:,ladditio~ ~o Hessen. Berlin, 
in SPJ..te of ,the efforts of Dr. WOrmann, refused to ~ssue a sl,lIUlar decree. This 
means that with the excePt,ion of Berlin, all,,' lJ;Lenderjl of the American zone in 
Germar:tY have issued decrees. . 'I 

i 'I 
.' 	'I 

In the 'summer of 1952 Professor Baron negotiated wi~~ the federal government and 
with the Permanent Conference of the Ministers, of Education of the German Laender 
in~onn in order to pers~de them either to ~ssue ai'federal law or decrees in all 
German lJ;Lender which ahould be modelled after 'the d~rrees in the American zone. 
Dr. Schoenfeldt of JRSO is following up the~e "negoti.f1tions and we are still hoping 
for favorable results. :' I) 

2. Findi~.. Matorial handed over after suspensio~ of actiVities was shipped to 
Israel. hould more findings tUrn up" it may 'be des:irable to give priority to 
European JeWish communities. ; /1 ' 

New findings may very well be a, by-product of tl1e wdrk being done in connection 
with the microfilm project. ,"" r,j 

! 	 : Ii 
3. ijist0ttnofJCR.. Professor Baron has commissionE1d Zvi Ankori, a student of 
Columbia ~r&ve:rs:tty" to work under his and Dr~ Aren~t's guidance on a history of 
~ewish Cultural Reconstr~ction, which had been deciaed upon by the Board of 
Directors at the last meeting. It is hoPEtl that this report will be finished 
during the current year. . ~I 

. 	 . i 
Upon motion made by Dr. Federbush and duly seconded, it was decided to dedicate 
this volume to the memory of Professor Jero~e MiChal~l. 

, .:/
I 1., ' 

After Professor Baron1s report, the follow~ng mat~rswer~ discussed: 

1. Since the 	Interessenvertretung dp,r juedischen qemeinden und Kultusvereining­
ungen ~n der US Zone no longer exists" it was decidkd to invite the Zentralrat 
to become a member of the corporation in its place!1, .' 	I 

!' 116031 
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t 
i I 
~ II>~. Professor Baron raised the question of J~ membe~llshiP in the Conference on 

Jewish Material Claims Against Germany and said thatj',he personall7 would be 
opposed to it because all' our member organizations, vdth the exception of ·Ute 
Hebrew University aremempers."l ,I! ' 

) " ' 

, ' ,I
Upon ~otion d~ made, se~onded and carried,; it was feCided to table decision 
on this quest10n., • If 

' : I 
,. Professor Baron reported on the microfilln project. He said that our appli ­
cation to the Conference on Jewish Material Claims P!gaillf1t Germany calls for 
$71,000 per year for a period of three years and co.J~rs all Western European 
countries. Two negatives" one to be deposed, ill the/united States and the other 
in Israel, are contemplated. ~1f, 

In view of the fact that 'other organizations are al~lo contemplating microfilm 
projects, duplication of'effort must be avoided. ,I 

a. Israel ItiniS~ of Education. In hi~ :i.etter[to Professor Baron, Professor 
Scholem ,brought t e forrowing to the attention of the meeting: " ••• the In­
stitute of Hebrew Manuscripts at the Isr~el Mini~try of Education and C~ture 
has operated here for several years and representatives of both the Gover~ 
ment and the Hebrew University -- and I ~,among!'! them - serve on its Board 
of Directors. Since ~he Institute's initiation Itt has succeeded in making 
microfiln~ and, to a smaller extent, also, photostats of Hebrew manuscripts. 
The Institute is headed by Dr. Nehemia Alorii whql has undertaken three trips 
abroad and visited France!, Italy, Switzerland, Western Germany, Austria ard 
Hungary,. Up to date :the lnstitute has a:ccUmu1a~d microfilms of 2300 
codic,es (comprising about 6000 works and among ~,hem all important ones from 
Western Germany, Austria and the Vatican Librar~,es) and 1,00 fragments. ' 
Another 4000 codices '(comprising about 10,'000 w9rks) and 6000 fragments have 
been se,lected for microfilming. In accordance ~th the Institute's terms or 
reference only manuscripts proper, but noarchiVjal ma.teri~l, have been ,in... 
cluded. Dr. Aloni has succeeded in finding ma~ private collections and in 
also persuading their owners to have their itemS photographed. Unfortunately 
the progress and the,scope of the activity is ~pered by lack of foreign 
currency. Nevertheless the work of the Institu~ is progress;ngwell and it 
q,lready renders val~ble services to scholars. HIt is thus desirable or even 
"ssential that close' cooperation between "theI~~titute and J .C.R. will be 
established in connection with the project: to photograph manuscripts. The 
Institute is of course ready to participate inl~ny constructive plan." . 

b. Yad va-Sham and the Yiddish SCient~ic Ins:Rtute (YIVO) are interested 

in the "hurbanll literature. They too 'have subinited an application to the 

Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against' G~rmany and will start work if 

and when they gfat fUnds. ! /,1 


c. The National Archives· in Jerusalem; headedJlbY Dr. Bein and Dr. Herl1tz, 

are also interested 'in microfilming. I~I 


. . I'!
However, the problem should not be overrateq. No~ more than an estimated 
20,000-30,000 pages of ,manuscripts out of;atl es~ted total of' one million 
pages of manuscripts and documents, i.e. 2%-3%, cMd possibly be duplicated. 

. . ! ~ 

Professor, Scholem, pointing out that the Israeli kroup is "greatly interested 
in having the valuable; collections in the~ United 'States, too, included in the 
project," submitted to the Board of Directors the:!.fOllowing resolution: 

II 116032 
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The meeting was adjourned at 6:)0 P.M. 

Respeettull1 submitted, 

4vvtfital (2A~
Hannah Arendt 
Secretary. 

\ 
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I, September 10, 1954 

Ii 
I . i' 

Conference on Jewish Material Cla:1:mB"IAsainst Gel'JDSDY 

270 Madison A'I8DU8 ' I I 

New York 16, N. Y. , fl 

Attention: Dr. JjaJ. Shapiro 
, .1 

, . tj

lollowlns a decision ot the ~ otllDlrectors of Jewish 

Cultural Reconstruction, I &Ill resu~tt1nS, on behalf otthe 

Board, au. application tor a microfi. proJect, a8 outlined 

in the enclosed memora.ndmIL. I II 


, 
' 

II
I

In view of recent de'l810pmente and, appropriations granted by 

the Ccmferenc8 on Jewish Material: C:m.:lms to other orgaDiza­

; . II . ' 
tions, we have chaDged our or1g1nallproJect in the follow1Jlg 

respects:' . Ii 


fl
1. Weahall exclude all archival. material relat1Jls to the 

, ,Ii, 

period after 1933 on the aa~tion l}hat thi8 era will be 

cO'l8red b1 the undertalr:1Dg Of t.be'Yj,f Veshem and YIVO. 


2;. We Bhal.l iD.1crofllm cm!ysuch Beh :man.uscripte which wlll 
, .1' /"!not duplicate the task undertaken b'.:r ,the Israeli M1n1str.f of 


Education. We are prepared :to micrqf1l:m. Jewish lI8Iluscripts in 

l.a:rlguaae~ other tbaD.,lIebrew#~ Such a~li Yiddish, l,.e.d1no, Arabic 

and all European l.anguages. : 1'1 


: • ' II 

3. Because of these restrlctions, We vere able to reduce our 

budSet tJiom $213,300.00 to $180,000100 tor 8 perlod of three 

years. ' 'II


, , " II 

'. IUnfortunately, it 1s 1m.possible to reduce thi8 budget &lf1' 


further because the expenses ~or ~rts 8S well as tra'l81ing 

, -, ,I

and overhead expenses v1ll remain aliDost the same and the 
• ' I 1[' 

, expenses tor microfilming arerelat~vely amall, especially 

I: 1 ,~ '''\ 0 ') iJ
I .J. 1. b ..) It 

JI , i' 

http:213,300.00


~J 

1954 

Conference on ~ewish Material Cla~ (2) j' 

rr 
t ,]1 , 

on large orders, so that evan here thefEl'~t that we will micro­
film a hundred thousand pages a year lesJI will be of lW great 

f1Dlmc1aJ. lmpirtm>ce. •• ... fl· • 

Ne1ther were we able to reduce the threetfe&r per10d because 
we st1ll have:to work in all the ,cOUlitr1es of Westem Europe. , ' fI 
We contemplate york'1.ns in o.ne or' two co~'tries at a time and 
hope to co.... r 'au. the libraries in ;Ge~ arid Austria during 

, II ' 
the first year. The subsequent tvo l'ears w1ll be devoted to 
all other European countries west ~f thaI/Iron CUrtain. 

, , ,t/ ' 
Our~t of: ,60,000.00 per year 1s b8.~d upon the expenses 
incurred on a pUot study cover1ilS'the arch1ves of the Jewish 
COJDIIIUlli't7 of Worms as well as mious bi!~s and esi1mates, 
details of which J'Ou will find ~ pase lb ot the enclosed 

memoranduDl. ' 'Ii 
: II ' , 

r 'I 
: Strl.cerely yoursI 

" "It ~~ 
, H 

Hannah Arendt 
t,t 

Secretary 
tl 
,1 

If 
i 
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PROJECT TO MICROF"lLM JEWISi DOCUMENTS AND MANUSCRIPTS 
'.' . .~.' IfI' 

IN EUROPEAN LIBRARIES ~ND ARCH'ivES . . II 

I,"1 

I; 
I 

J 

1'1 

't 
.! 

II
I 

JEWISH CULTURAL RECONST~UCT ION, 'liNe. 
1841 ,BROADWAY NEw YORK 23'IN.V. 

DR. HANNAH. ARENDT: SECREiTARY. 
I, 
I 
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, II , 	 ' , 'I 
The importance ot miorot1.lma wh1ch can be depos1ted fUld stud1ed 

. " II. . 
anphe~'and at aD7 t1me·aad thus el~ta the ~rs ot phts10al des­

truction tbroush" war aDd neglect has b7 nmir been'.I auft1c1entl3 reoo8D1zed 
, I 

not to Deed e.rJ.7 ~r argwaentat1on. The D8W ;4aD8ere and the new aate­

suard8 became partlcular17 evident 1n th~ recenJ'lloaees 1n GfmIIaDT and 
. ,,' '/:I . 

Aaatr1a __ b7 the. tllnetal4 OD8l.ouSJI,t: tile Ija&1 resJue. the ...... and 

the Raasian occupation. While 	we are wfthout :reliable iDtm:a.tlon about•. 	 .' q, 
. " 	 II

the present state of ·affa1rs 1n Eastern Europe, j'" 1mow ·that the c1.aIrIaae 

to aroh1'I8.l. mater1al .~ Western European count.w~es has been much greater . if1 	 ' 

than the loss ot the manuscript collections of ihe great libraries. 
, 
. 

j'
II 

d '. 
This proJect'1s collOer.aed w1th 	the micrqt1l.JD1Ds ot Jewish documents 

; /1 ' 
1n Western European arch1"V88 from the N1ddle ~s to 1933 as well as manu­

. 	 II . . . I' 	 . 
scr1pta whioh are not cowrad 'b7 the P~Ject o~1 the Israel1 M1n1str,y of 

.' '. II . 
Educat1on. This '11J&7 include some lIsbrew manusCript collect1ons,but it." 	 , .' tl 
appl188 1II'-.ru,y ~ lIBDUBcr1pte 1n laDguap8 tr tIIIm Be_. 

The microt1lJD.1n8 of archival collect1Ons for historical and social 
. ,,', 	 . . d 

. research is of even~Ater 1 .......... rtanoe :than thi m!crof1'-....... of manusoripts. 
,C""- ~. , f,1 ~ 

ManuScripts are f':requentl3' oataloSUed 8nd. s0JD8~:lmee reprodUced 1n ottset 
-..... --....~.."...~.~,-" ! ..... : . ." ........"".""'-~,.,. : , . 1'1 ,. 


(8ain the case of the famous anuacr1pt 'of th't BabJ'lonian Talmud in Munich) 

--. 
.... t do_te 1n arch1188 are ueual4 81..... ~ 1••• attention. M8"3 of 

. . ..... . :,' 	 .. .pI 
. . I , 

them, eepec~17 those placed in the older bu,:/ :tm.po"f8r1shed JeW,ish com.- . 

munit1es, are oonatantlJ' be11ls 	lost ~ush ~~l caUBeS and human neeJ.eot. 

lJJ!c: E-LO "rr 	 116 037 
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I: 
The d.1fflculties of thls undertak1J:lg 1187 1:)s 1llustrated b7 the 

.. 'II 
, ',' II ' 

follow1J:lg observatlons of the,present status of thfs mter1al' in GerJD&D.7 , , ,I'! . 
and Austr1a.~we _nt1~n these countrles ~ecause'rhav1ng worked for 

several years on the salvage and redistribu.t1on o~IIJewlah oultural. 

propert7 looted by the Nazls, we baw been:,able tolleain some pertinent 

t ~;,I . 
intomatlon. However, the same condltions, to a ·18sser or sreater , . ,I . 

deeree, pre'9&ll also in Ital;J, France, BOrl.ana. anal' ,other countrles of , I 
Jewish settlement.) For e:mmple, for the! soclal ,tmd cultural hlst0r7 

, \' 
ot nineteenth century' Germa:n Jewry the loss of th~ Vambagen archlves, 

.' t 
i I'fo:rmer13 part of the mam wcrlpt dlYlsion of the PJ;Uss1an State Ll'brar7, 

: ;, II 
would ~ Ter'T bad. It 'seems that thls material 1rrwas returned from. 

lts cache in SUesia.It conslsted chlef13 ,of cO~spondence of the,, u ' 

n
ROIII8lltic period and contained a larse coUe~tlon otletters . between Jews - ­

, ,.' It" 1" 
inclUd.:lJ:lS Jewlsh women '--, who had Just succeeded 1b. enteriDs the main- ,

'.' 'II' ; I, 

stream. of Gezman culture and their German~contemPQrar1es. An uaJ.osous 


11 
uncertaintJ exists wlth respect to the Muri1clpal 4irQblves in Fraukf'ort 


, ;, ,1:1 


whose documents conta~ the sto17 from ~ th1r1fenth centu.r:r to our own 

, jl ' 


time of thls 1mportantJewlsh communlty from whlcli the Bouse of Rothsehild 

, ,: ~ 


sftnt.ual.ly emersed•. As a matter ot fact, ,IFrankfort once boasted of the 
. , II' ! 

most important sources of interest for Jewlsh 8ehplarshlp. It was famous 

, , ' ~ t 


' L 

......!or both lts Jewlsh QOMmuD'V and munlcl~ &rehlrS, as well as for the 
"~I .... ,ff! 

Bebralca and Judalca dlvision of its munlcipal llbrary, the Jewlsh communlV 
",'1'1 

" II ,', 

, 'I 
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library and its JewiBh museum. which vas ~e mo~t r~portant in Central 

; :' ',I
Europe. 0nl.7 small portions of the treasures vhiCh once beJ.onsed to the 

: " ~ n 
• 1,1 . 

Jevs have been found; ~e .Bebraicad1v1sion of thr;D11D11Cipallibrary seems 

. . , II 
to have been ent1re17 108t end tbe Judaica .div18ion 88'18re17 c:la'rDaged.

.' . I': 'I' . I' I 
The whereabouts' of Section "W" of ithe Gehe1me SteJtaarchiv in 

:serlin, an equall.;v ~rtant doou.ment collection" I[i8 l:lkevise uncertain.. 
,i, r 

The pri:mar;v sources f~ the historJ' of emB.nCipe.t1?~ of Pruaa1an JeYr7, . . ,', II 
. . II

, lDclud1.l2g the famous Emat:1cipat1on Edict of 1812, as well as a sreat 
: , ':," If[ . 

JD8!l1' documents b8ar1n8 ,upon. 'the role of the Jews in their relationship . .'. ," [I " 
between the Pru88ian State 8Ild other countriea were once housed tbl!tre •. 

" : Ii '. . 
Less :Smportant perhaps for recent hiStory, but 'V8ft1' valuable for the later 

i . f '11, ." 

M1dcUe Ages. were tbe municipal archives of Berl1ti., whose oldest document 

. :. . : II . . 
was dated 1295 and which contained a list: of all Jewish citizens in 1208. 

. \ ~ . 


Even the private archiVes of the Hohenzollern ~t7 conta1uedmuch 
. . . ~ iI 
" .valuablemater1al for Prussian and world Jewish hlsto17. 

, . j I·j aJ. 
On the other baDd. ve haw been iUormed' ;that the ColO8ll8 MUDicip 

r, If . 
Archives -aased to save their documents, includ~ the thirteenth centur;v 

.; /'1 ' . 
Papal Bulla relat1Ds to Jews and the 1JIlpertal pr1,V1le88s granted them from 
". .I H. 

'- " . II
the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries. . The .,'98rian State Libre.l7 in 

. II 
. : Ii 

MUDich'1l1a7 :ba18 lost some of its docu:mentar;v material; a recent tentatift , : II . . 
1n~tory. ;vielded en et:Jttmate of approx~tel3' oJf hundred thousand'doou­

, " ft 

ments relat1n8 to the .histor,yof :Bavarian.' Jews.· II 


• ):f 

, :' . 1,1
Thanks to the coura.se of the museum's d1zi8ctor.. the entire Woms 

, . . Iii 
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! f) , . " ..., , ... 
Jewlsh CODJDlUl).lt7 archlVe was sawd. The ~eYlah dti"'s10n of the Mmlclpal 

,i'! :.', ' 
, 
, I,

Irl-" -.. ", ~.
Archives also seems intact. Lilre Colosne, :the ,~ors aettl.nt,JIJ8l' date 

" 'II, ' ,.
back to the Roman Empire and we have an unbroken record ot it :s~ce the 

. 'If' 
,." 1'1' ., I 

year 1,000. Untll the Nazls de8~78d it: in1938~1 Jews fromilil O"f'9r the 

world ,.. w wake p~ w ita 8~,~ fouIId&tt... 8Wns8 

vere lald in 1034 and where Baeh1, the ~t theoloSian who 1n:rluenced all. 
. . ~', . 

of mediewJ. rabb1n1c Utereture~ lived in', the elejrenth centuJ:\y. According 

, ·'11 
to an old le--"''', lts f..amou.s ~'V'er book of 1275 was never removed f:rom.

C~ ~-tT.:,., '/1 
, I ' 

the lectern until the two sacred 'VOlumes bad to ~ saved from the Nazl
'. .. ' , 1/ 

storm. troopers. Because ot the apec1aJ. ~portanqel of Worms tor, Jew1ab. 


, , I 

h18't0r7 and p1ety, 0"., orsonbaUan haa ~~ the m1crotHm'ns of 

; ,) "'- hadlts archi'Ns as a k:lnd of pUot stud7 for the larger proJsct we .wave 

ln mind from. the bes'nn'Dg. f

I 
We are IIOt yet fam.1l.lar wlth ths ;Pl'"8sent!isltuatlon btlt we have 
. . I . ,f 

reason to hope that the important COlle~10D8 otrJJllUl1Clpal 8Dd. 8tate 

archi'N8 in V1e1lllA dat1Dg back to 1200 have surT:l.ved and are aealn 
: 'I" 
I '1 

accesslble. Some ot these housed in the'VleJ;llla rrustlzJ')alast were lr ­
. I, 1'1 , 'II.· . 

retrle'98.bq,.lost in the riots ot 1927 ~ others,lwere doubtle8s destroyed 
J ' I fl ' 

-: ., 11
duriDS World War il, but the Baus-Bot-UDd-Btaat88.rchlv. whlch contained. 

, 'II 

, I 'Ii 
1II8.tq' thousands of invaluable documents ~rtain1l$8 to Jewlsh hlstor;r in 

II, ;1'It 

the old Austro-BuDgar1an Emplre and other countrles, seems to have sal'f88ed
'; 1) 

the bulk ot 1ts collection. The S8III8 seems to~old true for such important, . II I

" .;: . II 
proVinc1aJ. archlves as those 1n Graz aDd Salz~. 

, .!,. 11 ..... t .~ 0, ,f:· ' .0 d " I\J..J:Sc ~lO ,i 
, ! 
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ItJewish CUltural Beconstruotion,:rnc., b7! reason of its a1m.B" 
t' ·,1 

I .' j If 
composition and experience, 'aee1Ds to be in!an: exCellent position to execute 

. I I 'II " 
the present project as ~,natUrai sequence to its ~t activities. Since it 

, i !' i, tI . ' , 
was organi'zed for the pur,pose ~f sal:va81Ds:~ re1'98r1ns the cultural heritase 

of European JeYr7 atter' the war, the o~Z&tiont.lj Board of D1rectore f'elt': :" I ( 

, ,"I 

that its aims would not be aOh~e19d withou7thiS rt step. 

Fo1mded1r1 1947, ,Je1f1sh Cultural Beconapu0tion is an offspring 
, ' i ;.' II ' 

of' the Ccmmd.ssion on European Jewish Cultural Beco.qstruction, which began to 
. ',' I l' II 

'" . II ' 
in'98st1sate the possible restoration ot losses But;tered b7 the Nazi oocupation 

'. 'I 
of Europe as far back as 1945., The Camal1s~ion w&s,'/e%C1Usi1913 a reaearch 

, . I 
bod7 OOIIlpOsed ot lead1n8 Jewish scholars and.. educa:t.ore in the United states , ',': II ' 
who worked in close cooperatloil :with their'i COlleTS at the Hebrew Uni'98rsit7 

. ;!i
in Jerusalem, scholars ,in Ensland and other eountries. From 1945 to 1947 

, .: II , " I 
the Research Fellows of the C~ssion pr&p&red lists, supported b7 docu­

;' . Jl 
mant&.r7 evidence, of the ch1ef: Jewish cultUral treasures and' their where-

i I' I' 'I 
. 1: j. I , ,~" . 

abouts in pre-lIitlerEurope. Without such lists there would not have been 
;! 'fl' 
Ii· ! ' 

an intelligent SUide to the id;entification of ftnq.;1ngs and the ascerta1n1ns 
!. 1 . ,'" fl 

of' leases. The Tentatl'98 LiS~ of' Jewish CultUralHl'reaaures in Axis-Occupied 
~' i I 

, I, .," ,Ii 
Countries,* compiled b1' the ~sSion, ~nta1Ds f description ot all col­

lectiOns" botb.in Jewish and Seneral inStitutions!! as they a%!sted prior to 
.' ;.~' :

" ,11 ­

Nazi occupation and contiscat1on. Geograph1call7~1 the ~ is 11m.1ted to 

countries overrun'b7 the .lfazi~ or other ~s pavel!.. Ita sources were 

otlly partly pr1r1ted ~ter1al; :considerable infoJtion was o~1ned .tram. 

.' . ~ 

I ,~ r1s attached. (Enclosure A).* This pamphlet is out: of' prhit and onl.7 ~ne copy! 
':: , I, . 116041 
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SystematiC' interviews with sewrai hundred ~opeanl rabbis, scholars,
,! ;' . H, 

educators and cODllJDU1ity leaders who now reside in the United States. . ,', If· 
Its 70. numbers present the f1r;st :readily ~v8.1lAbl;: reliable data in this 

f1eld of aobolAr<dl1p•. ;' 11 
Out of the Commission uJ.t1mately emersed our organization, 

Ii., . '/'I . 
Jewish CUltural Beconstruction), Inc., a trusteeship corporationl incorporated 

(in ~947) unde.r the laws of ~ State of ~:York.II.In ..........ep&ota it lIaa 
'. I

worked independently of.and. in' same others as the CUltural aeent of the
'! ;' ,ii 

Jewish Bestitution Successor Organization.' The member or88llizations of 
• .1 II 

'. I
Jewish CUltural Beconstruct1oni8re enumerated in attached Enclosure 1. 

• ~ j" !I 
Our f1Dances have largel.y been icontribUted; b7 the' iWo operatinS asente of 

.p 
, , I ',,1 

Jewish Beetitution Successor ~zation" the J6Wjtsh AgenC7 for Palestine 
: I, 

and the American Joint DistribUtion Comm1ttee. odr members organ1zationa 
i • /'1 ., , 

are represented by a l30ard ot D1rectors, l.isited ~ the attached Enclosure 2. 

We have also enj07ed the acti~ cooperation ot 'an l~xcellent Adv1so1'7 Com­
"j ! I"r! ' 

m1ttee composed ot 1ea.d1nB Jewish scholars in the ,United States (Enclosure 3). 
" ; i,1 -

Roweverl bece.use of the different nature 0.1' our forthcom.:1nS activities and..: ; II 
the d1tf'erent type of advice we shall needi tor ~,thiS Committee will , \., Ii 
haw to be reconstituted.; At its last :me~t1nlJ.I hJ!ld on April 5, 1954, the 

l3oa.rd of Directors authorized 'the Presiden,tof-uJ[ orsa.n1zatlon to appoint 
" I,t[ 

a new Advisory Com:n1ttee witbspec1al1cp1flJ.1ficat:ifF for the new Job. 

i 'P 
Dur1ng the ;years o~ our opera'9on we rcceeded in salvag1n8 and 

",.!d1stributine throughout the ~r1d more than 4OO,OqO booksI 1,100 Scrolls 
, . : . ,I: 'II 
of Law and some 7.000 ceremonial. and artistic objects. On the 81'e'I'"AD'A. , " . '. It -"""1;)"'" 

I· . tl 
some fort;J percent of all m8:~r1al.S went ro, Israef' another fort7 percent 

was distributed to libraries, museums, s~osues~ etc. in the Western 
I I: 

It 116042!, 
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/:. II 
hemisphere and the rest was sent to Europe,\ South JUrica, Australia and 

, 1;[
t, I 

other countries. Not only were exist1ng collectio~ enriched, but a fine 
( 'if 

start was made towards the fo:rma.tion of new libraries 1n JohaDnesburg, 
, : 1:/ 

Latin America and even in North .American and Israe11 commun1ties. 
, ': "/

What we propose rJOW is to cont1D.ue and Conclude this effort to 
. '" "1 . 

transplant the records of a tradition of alJDost tw~ thousand J88l's from. , ; n 
Europe to the Un1ted S~tes, Israel and other coun;tr1es. The end of this 

; Ii 
great era may become the beg1rm:lns of a n~ one w1ifhout breeJdng the 

( !'I 

spiritual trad1t1onwhich constitutes the true 1dentity of a people. 

': r 

In 

!

I 
: i 

The task ofmicrofj lm1ng ex1stiDs recora.s, documents and manuscripts 
: ,I.I 

would be comparatively easy if one could decide ,s~ly to microfilm. all those 
, If. ~ fl 

in endangered areas. lfowe'V9r, this would :result 1n such an owrwhe1ming 
1 II 

quantity of material that the whole procedure mi~tturn out to be seIf'­

II ' 
defeat1ns. No scholar would be able to find h1s way th.rough the data and , II 
most l1kely such unselected mater1al would be ~~tted to obl1non and 
, ' r 

neglect. ! 
I : I,

, The probl.em. of select10n 1s 1n; f~ct ,ras far as arch1val. 

material 1s cOncerned. Ewn wholesale m:icrofi~ of all extant manu-
I ''I

" II 
scripts would not overwhelm. us with material. The situation. however. is"H #' #' 

" . ' 'I 
entirely d1f'terent as far as the microfil.m.1ng of ;arch1val. material is 

.:. It,I 
concerned. ThiS, as far as we know, has never lH?~n done on a J.arse scale 

l r 
before, probably because of the prObl.ems 1nvolvedlin the selection. 'No 

: : II ' 
IIprinted catalogues of such material exist, and even the cataJ.osues of 

! "r • 

I 
W:sc. ~\(() !

J 
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archives themselves are often faulty and always incomplete. For two years, 
. I! 

(1950-52) we have tried systematic.." .... to asca,rtain not 0""'" what h$s survived 
............, '1.1 w.IoJ ' 
. I ' ' 

of pre-HItler documsnt.ar.Y material, as described in our Tentative List, but we 
" I 11 ' 

have also tried to find out about llttle known 1m;por'tknt holdings we had not. 
, i, 'II .' 

been able to take into accOunt before. Thanks to these efforts, we have been 
, : II ' 

able to gather photostats or tn»ewr1tten copies of "I11Ap3 archival catalogues, 

esp8c1ally in Austria, Ba:va.ria, Baden and wurttember~j which will be of in­
II 
Ii

valuable assistance in our task of selection. From these records it has become 

, 
1 

JIII evident that we are confronted with millions of pages' of documents, of which 
, ;':!':. I 

o~ a fraction, an estimated 800,000, are neCessa.r.r :for our purposes. We 
'i . Ii . 

asSW118 that ro'\18bl.1' "twice this amount will be sufficient for all Western 
I' ii,' ,

European countries outside of Ge~ and Austria, or. approxJmatEUy 2,500,000 

page. in all. : ~I 
; Ii

This selection., as dist1ngnished fran selecti~n manuscripts, can 
, '1:1 --c 

be done only in the archives themselves. Several te~ of two or three experts 
, , I, 11 

who worked in Geman and Austrian (later in other European) archives before 
- . ! 1'1'. 

the war and are familiar ~ith the material Wi have,lr t.mvel from place to 

place. Local Jewish archivists and historiariswUl be used where"fer possible. 
, ,I-- I': 

Documents are more dispersed than manuscripts. A 8lI28ll. town may ha.ve saved a 
II 

few documents of great 1Dqiortance from its more glorious medieval. past in its
.', 'II 

municipal archives; it is not likely to have any HebrewJDal1uscripts. , ~, If 
Microfilm:1ng has become by IIOW so'fam:u~ and welcome to Central 

Europeanl.1brar1ana and ~ch1v1sts that it wW be 4L7 to get pem1ssion 

tomicrof1lm. the material. To be on the saf~ side w~ discussed these matters 
. II 

with lead1ne German archi~sts and librarian~ and wel:have also tried it 

practically in the instance of the Worms Jewish as wUll as municipal archives. 
'I 

I
f 
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'. ,IIThe disposition of the microfilms in' '98r1.ous countries 8.'I!ld 1ibraries," 	 ' ,II 

is a special. problem. which' need not be discussed in :rpu detaU. Ol,\l.y afew 

i;" ,I 
1ibraries or institutions of h:1gher leaminS will Deep. compl.ete oop~es of all 

I 1/ ' 
i ! ' 

the' microt1lms; ~. on the other hand, WUliwan~ ~1r manuscript and 
, 	 ;" II 

documents div1siorie to fill their laCUlJAe orm acquire copies for special,; ; " 'II 
rese';ch undertald.ngs. Ali'1Dtormal. inqu1r,J shoWed a,'~ry great and V8r.Y 

J ," 

diversified ,interest in the outcome of our proJec1? ! 
, 	 ;' ') 

Once a negatiWt is made, positi'99sare ea,~ and. cheapl;r obta1nab1e. 
, ;" , 'I 	 ' 

Of course we would follow the suesestions of :the Conference on Jewish Mater1a1 

C1ama as far as tbeir distribution is conce~d. w~ p'!"C)'nt'!oBe to deposit one 
',!" ' x-II 

~ { . ' I 

negative 8Ild one positive in an American library. and another in the Hebrew 
, 

• , 	 .' 
I 
~:I ' 

" , "IUniwrs1ty Libr&.r7 in JerusaJ.em. Other positives will be placed in the 

", '" ",'j" 	 : j 

l.ead1:Dg Jew1sh 11bra:r1es ,in the wor1d. These 
. 

detalls
iI 

will be worked out when 
, ! II 	 ' 

the project ,gets under W87. From. our exper1ence we :tla;,e no doubt that a 
, " , II 

library' wh1ch wants th1s kind of materia1 w1lJ.,l. be able and w1ll1:Dg to cover 
, 	 , , .' , ',it 

the comparat1velJ" small ~st for the deve1opiDa~t of ;poS~tiveS. 
i.,1!

Considsr1nS the cu.1tu.ra1 :I:m;portance of mfcrof1lm. enterprises the 

costs are ve'r7 1ow. The bids in our f1l.es ~ tJ.l a•5 cents, to 4 cents , 'I; I 
per expo~. depend1ng on the extent of the order.11 An exposure covers one 

,;, , II ' 
or two pases. based on the s1ze of the page~' In Ge~ it might be adVisab1e 

, , ' ~ , 

to entrust the tecbn1cal, part of the entire :proJectlito ''Miarokopie" in Bamburg, 

which has branches in other centra1 German ~ities Jd is the agent of 
i ' II 

Uni'Versity Microfilm in Ann Arbor, M1chisan~ We a.J not sure. howe'Ver, that 
, " 	 :' [I " ' 

th1s Wi~ be feasib1e because in same 1nstazfes thai/permiSSion to microf1Jm 

might daperi.d' on 81'ling ~ order to' the microfilm: 'serVices ot the arch1ves 

and libraries tb.emee1ves~ This ws the ca~ in therlmeeum. in Worms, where 

II 
I'I 
II 
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: I, 
we had to accept a slightly higher price for ~e miCrrfiJm1ne of t~ir Jewish 

archives than we m1sht have obtained from an outside f'il"m because it was 
, '.' ' "!I 

eVident that otherwise the director would ha_ been r!;luctant to coo'Nllrate. 
II x-

Only the negatives JDa7 have to be ordered r.rom European t1nD.s. The positives 
, ; '!'I' 


can be obtained d1rectl;y trom. UniversiV Mi~t1JlJ1, ~ Arbor., whiol) cha:rges 
"il . 

a m1n1mmn ot one suth cent per toot. Our enclosed ~t (Enclosure 4-),
" ,'I ' , lit" 

which estimates the annual expenses tor m.iorofUming at $28,000., is msed on 
, ' ,,!

.' ,,' ,II
approxjDateq 800,000 pages in OIlS negative aild·tbree)ipositives, so that the 

price of each exposure wUl. be 'between at cents' and 5!:jcsnts. This est:1mate in­

clUdes a margin ot 5 percsht to 7 percent for: expens~f for postage and pa~1Ilg 
, ,I,' 

which are not usualJ.7 included in the bids. t rl 
The realization ot the whole projeCt will t:teQu1re same three sears." .; /I ' ' 

Th1a estimate 1s based partly on the time needed by e:jcperts to prepare the 
; II. . 

mteriaJ. to be mcrot1lDed. ,The mlcrotllID1D8: 1teelt1iacOOl'dtng to tile :lzJtQl'Jllll.­

tion we receIved, will take three to five months of each sear. We believe 

: .' II
that three experts will need eight to ten months of Continuous work in German
III , " ~ 

and Austrian arch!'98S alone. The,. will need two lDDrEf! years to complete the 

work in other Western ooutitries outside the Iron ~1n. 
II 

, ,',I" ' 
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ENCLOStJEE 1 I',I 
l' 

I 
~ I 

JEWISH, CULTUl:lAL RECONSmT!rON, INC. 
, 	 I" 

I 

MEMBElB OF 'lEE CORPORATION I 
Ii 

,II' 


• Agudas 	Israel Wprld Organization I) 

Alliance Israelite tJniverselle 
, \ 

American Jewish, Committee 	 1 
t.1
!I 

.Amerioan Joint Distribution Committee, Ii
II 


Anglo-Jew1eh Association II" 


_ of lloput1ea of lIr1t1ah Java, 1 

Commission on European Jewish Cultural ReblnstruotiOD 
, 	 ; ij 
, 	 ,I 

Committee on Restoration of Cont1Dental Jewish Museums, 
, , Lib~ies and.!'Arohives 

, If ' 
CanaeU Rep:resentati:t des Juifs a..e France! , II 

II 
Council of Jews from. Ge:rma.D1' 

, 	

IThe Hebrew tJniversity 
\ 

Jewish Agenoy for Palestine 
,II· 

• S)'DaBogue Council of America 	 I 
" I 

I 
I: 

,World Jewish Congress 

'I 

I 
I. 
II 
! 

, t I 
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ENCLOSlllE 2 

I 
'IIi 

JEWISH CULTURAL RIOO ONS~TION, mG •
j

'/'IIBOAlID OF DIBEC'l'OR9 

1,1 

Salo W. Baron, President New York C1t:r 
Iso Baack, Vice-President Lond~ 

II 

Simon Federbusch,: Vice-President New Yol:it Ci"" 
/I

Max Gruenewald, Vlce-P19s1dent Mllb,urn, N. J. 
Gershom Scholem, Vice-President Jeru~alem 
Alan M., Stroock, V1ce"P!esident New l-ork C1t:r 
David Rosenstein,'.T!ea.8U~r New :.tork City 

New 1.fork Cit".Hamah Arendt, SeC19t&.r7' iI ., 
Isaiah Berlin 	 OI:f~fd, E~land 

New !York CityWolf lUattberg 
Chlc\1 

su,o .samuel Blumenfeld' ,;0 
·New ir0rk Clt:rMaurice Boukateln 

. ParisJul.8s Braunschvig 
Lond:bnA. G. Brotman 
New 'York'"~I Clt:rRudolf' CallmanD 

" Saadia G. Chemiak i· 	 New'rrork City 
New l-rork Clt:rMorris Fine 

, New i~ork CityMarcel Franc 0 
Nswt'York CitySol.amon Goldem1 th 
Nevil-om C1t:rRobert Gordls 

leo Guzik Newt~ork City 
Newt¥ork Clt:r13ernard Heller 
Lond!onBarnett Jamer 1.1 , ­J e l'Usa.LI:JmE. Y. Kutscher 
NewI~ork City:Isaac IawiD 

J osepb. H. Lookatein Nsw'iYork Clt:r 
NewlfYork Clt:rMax Ogust 
LondonOsltar le.binowicz, 	 '[
OxfozU, Ensland'Cecil Both 	 'I
Wes~D8ter, EnglandAlfred Rubens 
NewilYork C it:rSimon Segal 
ParleEugene Weill 

Jonah B. lUse Nowj!YOrk Clt7 
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JEWISR 'CULTURAL BECONSTRmTION, INC. 

\ j,f 

OLD ADI'ISORY CCHllT'Il!E ~ 

I: 
Prof. Alexander Marx, Chairman Jewish Theolog ical Sem1nar.r, New York 

I 'il ' 
, Dr. Samuel Belkin YeShivah University, New York 

" ' , " 
New York PUblic Librar.1Dr ~ J oahua Bloch 

I jl
Yiddish Scientific InstituteMr. Abraham G. Duker 

/ . 'H " 
Hebntw Theological College, ChioagoRabbi Oscar Z. Fasman : ' 't. I 
Jewish Theological SemiDar;y, New YorkDr. Louis Finkelstein 

'~. !I
Bebntw Union College, C1:ItcirmatiDr. Nelson Glueck , II ' 

Dr. Stephen S. Kayser Jewish MUSrum, New York 

\' "I ' 
Dr. I. Edward. Kiev, Secl'9tar;y· JeWish Institute of Religion, New York 

, U 
Dr. Franz Landsberger Hebrew Unipn College, C1ncimati

:' r 
Rabbi Micbael Munk New York I 

~ 
I 

Dr. Abraham A. Neuman Dr~sle College, Philadelphia 
I, II 

Dr. David de Sola Pool N~ York LII 

; !, 
Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass.Dr. A. L. Sachar 
'; ,,/I

New York UniversityDr. Guido Schoenberger 

New York j,Dr. Rachel Wischnitzer 

r 
I 
I, 
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script and DocumeDtPages $28,000.00 

Salaries for '1hree Experts 

, 
. , 

Cost of Microf1lm1ng 800,000 Manu­

11,500.00 

Ii 

I 
! 
"Trave11Dg Expenses 1,500.00 

. { 

1,000.00Clerical and Office Expense... 

I 
I 
I $60,000.00 

I 
I 
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Telephone: Circle '·7826 . !

I' 

I 
JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRuJrlON, INC. 

. ·1841 BroadwaYt New yor~ 2~t ~. yJ' 
: II,! . , .. 

. Members of the Corporation I; 
Agudas Israel World Organization Commission on European Jewish Cultural Ii Interessenvertretung der jiidischen 

Gemeinden und KuttusvereinigungenI A11iaDCe Israelite UniversellAl 	 • Reconstruction . t: '·'I:j
Committee on Restoration of (:ontinental . in der US ZOne 

American Jewish Committee 1 	 Jewish Museums. Libraries a?d ~ves f;1 
American Jewish Joint 	 Jewish· Agency for Palestine \ 	 Conseil Representatif des Juifs de Prance IIDistribution Committee 

Synagogue Council of AmericaCouncil of Jews from Germany ! iAnglo-Jewish Association 
Board of Deputies of British Jews The Hebrew University· IJ World Jewish CongresS 

President 
SALO W. BARON 

Chairman, 
i Board of Directors 

.JEROME MICHAEL 

Vice·Presidents 
LEO BAECK 
SIMON FEDERBUSCH 
MAX GRUENEWALD 
GERSHOM SCHOLEM 
ALAN M. STROOCK 

Treasurer 
DAVID ROSENSTEIN 

Secretary 
HANNAH ARENDT 

!ISe~ 10, ~S4 

, 
I 
, 

Dear Board Member: 

:1 


I am enclosing a copy of the application for the micro­
film projeot whioh we are resubmittiHgto the Conference 
on Jewish: lIIiaterial Claims Against GeWnaIlY. This is in 
acoordancEt with the dec1sion:of the .. ~rd members, the 
overwhelming maj ority or whom voted.1n favor of this step. 

., 'I: ,f! 
The text is substantially the same as 1ri the original. 
application,. although somewnat abbl-e~1a:ted. '1'hera are a 
few important changes regarding the material to be mcroo 
filmed and the budget, and these arellsummar1zed in the 
~overing J.ette~~ , .. " 

UnfQZ'tunately I was .unable tk 8ubmitr to you the appU­

cation 1n:advanoe for your considera~ion because the 

deadline is September lSth· and ,I jU8~ returned to New 


.	York and o~ now learned of; the c;leofsion of the Board. 
HoWever, ., may be able to amend thelltext later, so that 
if' you have any important cb~es i ~ase let me hear 
from ;you at your early conveni~nce. 11 

, . '!rt:::t. Incere~ yo.yrs, ~ 
, , . iA./JA(t:i!4I'
II· IBnnah Arendt . 
., Secretary• 

. :·:1 
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.'JlJIISH CUDrlJRAL RECONSTRUCTioN, , INC. 
lS41aroadwa7, liew York ~3~~ N. Y. 

. i ,I . .,'
Llf>T OF, RECIPIml'!' UBRARIES .A!lp JIl!_la .. ;g; L9 RJIlWIP !!!fBS 

"--' --- .'" .- tl' ' 
Ubraries',.' I' 

:-j 
: ~. I 

~ American Jewish Bistorieal Soc~et7, N,ew York 01t7 
-'I Bal.ti.m01'8 HabrawCollege "1·" ,II 
'l Brandeis Un1yers1ty, Waltham, 1!fass. ! 
'100llege ot the ,Oit7 ot :New York ~: 

~~'J College ot Jew1sh StudIes.I_Chicago, 111. 
~'\.JColmnbia t1nivers1t7"lfew york Q1t,.PI· . . 
- Drops!e' College . Pb.1laae lphia, 'i Fa., I 

--I B'arvard 11niveralt"i Cambr1dge,:J(a8s. It . 

.,. t He'bX'ew Teachers Co lege, RoxD'W'!'7, 'Mas'~. . t' 


-;/. Hebrew Tb801ogica1 College, Ch1cagO,~'IIll.fr/}fi:,:l~ //.;"-'1' )

t-J.....f-Hebrew 1i1nioR Co1le8•. , C1n()1nna.tl~ ohiJo c t..,..-t:g.. 'f'Lt'tt '''~,' 
0/ Herzliali Hebre", Teaohers InstItute, lie.. York C1t7 

Iowa Unlversltt, Iowa C1ty. • .P
Jew+sh CODlll1'Unit7 L1brar7, LOa Ange1e a),I Cal. 

t;} +Jewish Instltute ot Rellgion, JrewYork City .. tlf! LI¥'i 
'Oc) 'J! Jew.'i.. ah TeaCb.ers s...•lI1na.rt and.P.e.op. 1e 's.III Un1versit7, New Yorlt q1t7 
,:y.--r-J'eWls. h 'rhe. G.log1~al S.8m.1.narr~ Bew Yor~ Clt,. 

i). I.lI ,:/'1 .1rr'".(.J,;". 1!"l ... ~ i:.t>, ,.,of . Johns .Hopkins .Uii!versit71 
..,.,ltimore, al. 

f . .Joint tTn1ver81~7" Bashv! Ie, Tenn. q ". 
,. 
/ { 


Library ot Congress:. h 

nrr.rYeabj:,a~:I8\f York 01t7 I,: 

:Ilerj<Iar~el.RaQbl~lca~ COllege Balt1Jqc;>re, Md. 


-, J.ew. YOl"k PUblleL1brar,., lIew t ork C1t,. 

.. ~- ;Hew York lIDi",elt61t7,:New l'ol'k 01t,. , 11· 
 i 

..,Rabb1nical Col~ege otTelshe, Cleveland, Ohio /l
<1>-1/ RabbiSebXlec,rs0u Librar7 ot Lubawltz!! BrQokl1ll, lieY. Q!~e,IW """"""Z;-, M 

lJniverai t]' of ~enna71va.n1a, P~ladelphia, Pa. 
UBi",erslty of ~exas, Austin, Texas '.1 
Yale Un,"verslt7,New Baven, CO!pl. '! ,;,," 

"/1 " Yeshiva Habib1 ~naim Berlin, Br~oklyn"l' N.Y. < i ,f t1_.,{AM,t .f. 
"i'/+Yesl;l.iva Univel's1t7, lie. YQrk C1t,. I () i"'Y 

i

~ Yeshivath Torah Voda~th; BrooklJD, H.il. . '-:hJ- IJ¥ .. 'J ! 

.t))~y.idd18h..seleDtl.t-1e InstItute, .ew Y<?rk C1t,. J:; .'l~ '"'. l '~."~) 
§'~Zlonist Arcbives,liew Yorl:Clttl l1,l ~ir b 

Ml4 e.+Ibol. " : i '., 
' ~' ~l
In aad1t!o abo~t Jewish p~rocn ~ high schools ana 

colleges ree ed re1 QUS books nec ar7 tor thelr ~ 
studies. ' - ; , 'I' ........",~",,' 
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Pursuant to a notice dated JanuJn, 21, 1948, a copy 
of which preced~.:s thenrl:nut,es of this me!?~~ng, a special meet:­
i,ngof the. B9~d ofI)ir~\c.tJ¢~~o.fJewi·sh g~:ttilralReconstructi'6n, 
Inc.,vjas held ,on W~diiesday.';a.rter:nqori, JiU'iuary28, 1948,:, 'at the 
of.fi;-:e of Profe'ssoI"S ~)(~ . Baron" 611Fay~.#reather Hall, Columbia r 

Ul1iyer~ity. The f91l~ng9-irectorswere.'!present at the meeting: 
Messr~! ,Salo i'i.~ Barol1jJe.rome Michael,.~rooopher, and Eugene.' 
U:nteripier. 'There we:r:eals:bpreserit'Messii~~W6lf Blattberg,' 
~thu!: A. C. LiVerhant':ami}OSh~a Starr / ll" 

, . '~r; ~.chael,:th:;.chaiI'm~ of th~1 ~oard qf Directors, 
acted as chairman of the/pu3eting and Mr. starr acted as secret­
:rr.r. of the mee~ing; :';:;:f[~.\ ",f 1.1 . : V,: 

't0~ .' , ~, 

.. "". . .... L .... I.
A quorum'dfth~':Board:be::rngpr~~~nt, the chairman 

ec~~d the;:~~~~;•.• ,;,,;.~~~::::l~~~~~~c~i~~e.eting. of 
tl1eBpar4·.of.:Di:T,~'C;,t9~;§~(;~£~+-C:l. or Qc,t6Pet:;'VJ\,1947"l"l.a.vQ;Ilg;Qeing .... 
•:Bt~y;g1,4~*Y.·.,~}f~'li?-a,.~~~F\'aId'·····"r~h~~~J).~f~s~9r'~;)ti:HP'o/l,:>a:··iilo;t:::t6it, ..duly" 
nia.~;atiCl'~~cOIlcie'd,\~a,ihg'i&.f;;tliEr;nUrh},tes~~0f' thcit.meeting . 
was··.·a±spensed'witJij;c'a:n .· ... ney\were'apprOve&i·as·fuci.i.lated.j 

:"'"<lr~Ji~i;~~f'~~[:~~.~:I~ril~lrii(~~~f:~~,~¥:!:,
,i dated' OctQbeIl'22, ··19U7~ signed',9Y Jaceo'R6seIlhel.m, 

~ - " ) ~ , :os '" ", ~ f· , 

,. of Mudas I'sIlCle+',Wo.rld Or~anizat:ion chreads. as' 

~~~J~;~;:;;~~!r~~f~~rj;!!~~~~~~~~::~ 
. . . Upon Jllot.~9I}·~d:Ul,-Y 'Iriade'<m~i'i secdp~~f' the Board adopted 

aresDlut,ionadlnit.t~·~heAgu,das IsraeL.W9r.ldOrganization as a
ni.." .. 'rofthee'orp9~'Cl~¥gI1,{ r;,TheEx~c~:tiv{~~e;sret3rywasdirected

'r,pi the.Agu~7:.~l~!~r Qf ,tl}rs.~q~~orl'!and to' advise them of 
.'. ". .9~rstaIldingt.h9:t'::I!I,e~ber~ •'s.tiail'c~" t'a:llactivities f all-

i:t;lg'wit.P~n the prograIll'of:therco~~ati rot;gn the latter.
r:' ".' " ,', : .,'"... ',' '," ", 'J' ~. 'N • 

Dr. B'~~~thenpi-esen't'edt the app'lication of the Res­
tt.'}ration C,olllIJittee' 0:£ continental J'ewish 'Mtiseums, Libraries and 
I'. '. ." I"~ .... .' ., .. ,., 'C "i" .•'" "',, 'I . 

If:f!q~:~~e'~i ()l"~on.do~ .... "H~b~~f~y "re~ewe4:FRe hi'story and' acti­
v.;;;.t,~e.~of:t,h:LsCoIll1,1Ut:t:.~e .• , . 1\ ,tl" 
'" .'. 'c" ': > ...... :, " ~ , , 'h'~ 

Upon motion' duly made and seconded, the Board adopted 
a resolution n.dmi tting the Restoration ConiJ)ut tee of Continental 
Jevlish Museums, Libraries and lrchives of [LondDn to membership
in the Corporation~ The Executive Secre.,tdfy was directed to 

" 

.... 

notify the COr.mlJittee of this action. I '. II 
At th'e chairman1s request; Mr. Jiverhant reported on 

the work and the problems of the Jewish Re!$titution Commission. 
, .: ' '. r;;l

The Commission had'. proceeded on thf;! undets;tanding that General 
Clay would permit that organization to wo;r:k in Germ~ if it 
were approved by the Departments or ftate l.imd the Army. The 
Restitution Law for the U. :::. Zone· in Germ.:by'was probulgated 
l:ast November,_ • A1~hough the ,law do~s~ pbt¥!ame the successor 
agency to hetrl~ss. and unidentifiableJew~{~h property-, the.re was 

. I 

I 

I 
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r!!!eJ~n to eXP9c:t tha,~ ~e ~~"tistl ~estit~t~?n Oomr.d,ssi,n would 
beregogni~ed~s the ~uc,c~~sof r;)rgani~ai;.i9P by' the impl~menting 
regUla,tions, However, "bjtlc:t~on5 to tl1~ r,~cog:rJ. tion of the 
J~Wi£3h Restitution COrnrniss:4~n had b~en. r~1;~ed by thG OepartIIl~nt 
of the Army, ~d effClpts wepl::! sti+l in prqgress yIith a vie1v to 
a:ch~~v:i,ng reqot;niti"n~ The chairman aSke1i whether in \"iew of 
the oppositi!)n to the Commission it might '.z;10't l;:>e '"l-<;lvisable f~r 
Jewish. CUltural Reconstruction t~ pr.oceed iindependently with 
respect to cultural treasures. .He'reques~d that the Jewish 
Restitution COl:lr.J.ission bear this possibil~::-y in mind. 

The chairman called upon Dr. B~~n to report on the 
prospects of sending ,a nission to r;ur?pe. II Dr ~ Baron reported 
that pursuant to :lct~on taken at a pr~or I:leet~I1G of the Board, 
the special committee on o15sion personneXlhadmet. The sub­
comnittee, con.sisting of Hessrs. Baron, I::1it~hael and Schwarz, 
had discus3ed the per30rmel that would be Iheeded following the 
recognition of ,the Jewish Restitution Cor.u:iissicm. In view of 
the delny, it seemed advisable first to a:d'ange for a I:lilit:rry 
pemit for Mr. Starr as the first meI:lber cit the mission. The 
JDC had undertaken to obtain the pemit. lOr. Baron further 
reported that a prelininar; draft of the ihrms of reference 
of the r..ission had been drawn up, and readl the draft. Dr. naron's 
report was approved by the meetint;, and u~on r:loti.n duly made and 
seconded, the aforementioned. sub-cornmitte~lwas eI:lpowered to fix 
the tems of reference of the r.J.iss:i.on as ,iell as to appoint the 
necessary persol'..nel at the proper tir.J.e. ;1 

In the course of the diScussion!~egarding the contacts 
~" be establi3hed, by the r.lembers of the rrrij~S:i.?n, Rabbi Opher 
~nformed the meet~g that the Synagogue Counc~l had a representa­
tive who was stationed in Gemany serving l~s l:i.aison between 
the resident cOr.1I:lunities and flHG ... 1.11". Bldttberg stated that 
the Vlorld Jewish Congress maintained .. n. rep±-esentative in Par:i.s 

i If 

accredited to UNE,sCO. I! 
t'i 

There being no further business Ito come before the 
D:'tard, the I:leeting was duly adjourned at ~~40 P. M. 

. ;1 

Joshua ~::tarr 
Execut~{re Secretary

iI 
~ I
I, 
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From: Dr. Blattberg 	 r·,./ 	 I 
Re: 	 l. I sting 01 the,. Jewl~b Cul:tural' ~soonstruotion Ino. J 

hetd on January ~8, 1948. "~. 'I} ."'p 

II 
At the meet1ng l;t was de01eed to admlt,:aa members of the oorp­'1oration - 1. The Agudah 2. The Restoration Committee of 
cont1nental Jewish Museums, Libraries,i!fand Archives in London, 
an aff1liate qfthli Anglo-Jewle~ Hlsto~10al society. The 
admission ot this org'ani za tiOD was deemed usefulwl th a vlew 
to extending the work of the corporati~n to the Bl"itlsh zone. 
During the diaoussion tbe queet~on~ wat~ raised whether, in 
view of the dea.dlook of the Resti tutlo~n Commission in its 
efforts to obta.in ol'flc ial reoognl t ion~~ 1t would not be ad­
visable to sta.rt independent aotlon bYI.the Jewish Cul tura.l 
Reoonstruotion Inc. I wae atron8ly i~ favor ofauoh a turn 
ln our polloy. fl 

. '.' ' " S1no;e w1 thout r~oognl tion no mission 9P-n be sen t to Germany, 
and it 1s generally felt that e~methirtgehould be done .. 1t . 
was decided to send, now. r •. Star,%' fqir. exploratory work and 
a.lso, a.s fa.r as: possible, fo c,ontact+pg governmenta.l agencies 
a.nd Jewish oommunities •. Dr. SrI'" wiltl go under the auspioes 
of the Joint Distribution Comrnlt'\ee wq)ich already applied 
for a military permit for hlm. I, lei/hoped that he will be 
able to proceed shortly to osrmanY\/J!,. ' 

1-~ 
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MEMO: n February 4, 1948 
- 'I" /ITo: Members of Office Oommittee _____~-.--___ 

From I Dr. Federbuen ,r:. 11 7' 
, . nC&~- I.r / 

11. _""Gonf.er. .Ii wi h D . Joshua Starr:r; f the(Jewi eh eul tural 

"r-- econetruot ion Oommissi<in In:g-;r=on'-Frebruary a. 1 48 


r ~~~ --:r.u~~ tJ ' 
"-..~------... " .

At a conference held in my office w:i th Dr. Joshua Starr 
prior to his, 'departure for GermanYFn behalf of the 
Jewish Cul tural Reconstruction Ip.c.r we discussed matters 
connected with his mission t? Germ.ifY. 

During the d1scus,s1on, it beOfl.1ne oqyious tlu\t speedy aotion 
is imperative in order to save thefPultural treasures p.ow
stored in Germany. We also ~greed~hat it will be necessary 
to prooeed w1 th the legal reoogni t"lon Gi.nd forma. tion of the 
Jewish Oul tural Reconstruotion Inc.f) should the recognition
of the Jewish Restitution Commiss,iqn be further q,elayed. 

, !I 
In view of G~neral Olay1a favorablei attitude towards the 
recovery of Jewish cul tur<a.l property, I advieed Dr. Starr 
to make all the necessary ar'rangemente for immediately 
takingpoBeeseioIl of part of' the b<i>;oke and other eul tural 
objects even before the formal recCDgnition of the Jewish 
Restitution Com::dssion. I 
We discussed <a.lso the quest;l.'on cf t~e Jewi sh library from 
Italy which haS not yet been retur~ed. Aooording to Rabbi 
Prato, in a. letter to us, th,'ese' b09,ks are indispensabl~ 

-for the normal work of the Rabb1ni~al College in Rome. Dr. 
Starr promis'ed to make every effort to speed up the ship­
ment of thes'e books to Italy. II ' , 

;' Ij
Finally, Dr., Starr was also ,reques~ed to prepare the groulld
for the arrival of at least two mo~e members of the miSSion, 
one of whom ;should be Dr. Seeligmapn, _librarian of the 
Ros,enthaliana in Amsterdal1l,on beh~lf of the W. J. C., as 
I previously proposed, and one del~gate to 'be appOinted 
by the HebreW University. ~his de~egation S,bould be joined
by a team of people op. the spot whp will aSl:)ist them in 
their work. ]. 

II 
I 

3944;/2- 4-4S/;30 
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About the ~~~~~~':~~~~~~~i~~,I~e. '\4. 
(J-J) At a meeting of the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. on January 28. at 

. . 'I .
which Dr. I11attberg represented the WJC, it was. decided to admit two new 
members, the Agudah and the Restoration C~mm1tte~[ of Continental Jewioh 
Museums, Libraries, and Archives ·of Londun. The :inembership of the latter 
organiGa.tion may be useful in ca.se the work of tW~ corporation is to be 
extended to the I1ritiS~ Zone. .' 1\ . . 

The WJO Office Committee, at its session of January 28, decided to advocate 
that separate recognition by the American;Adminio~r8tion be sought by the 
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. if no decisipn concerning the. rp.cogni­

. tion of the Jewish Restitution Commission 'should ~e obtained by February 15•._..--'""' """"""..'""""".,"".'"'.""" ... .". '![. . 
I' 
I' 
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Emissary of Jewish Cultural Reconstruct ion, Inc.·Confers with Dr, Federbush 
. before his Den2.rture ' n 
4.,,~ .. ·'lc'· .... ...... . 

(,3-,3) . On February 2, Dr. Federbuoh conferred Witl(..,DX:~!~~:P't:;..Q.:t: .•tc?,,!~~. 
.1/.\l~!?l'}.,~,,\,~~parture for Germany on behalf o~ th •. _ ':~1J~.2$~onstruo .... ;. 1/ .'::, 

,,,.·.,t:IQ!l.J;.J.~.9.a) It was agreed that Spetidy ac~ion was 1f,perat:tve to save~~'''' 
cultural treasurBs now .. in Germany. In v~ew of General Clay's favourableII 
attitudetow!',rd the recovery of Jewish cultural property, Dr. Federbush .. . '[

advised Dr. Starr to mnkeo.ll necessary arrangemen~s.for immecliately t.nking 
possession of pa.rt of the books and other cuI turaldobjects even before the 
formal recognition of the Jewish ~estitution Oommi~sion. It was also agreed 
that Dr. S.tnrr would make every effort to speedupllthe shipment of the books 
of the Italian Jewish libraries back to Itt3~y. Dr;., Starr will prepare the' 
ground for the arrival Qf two more members.,of the.~ission. one of whom will 
be Dr. Seeligmrum, librarian of the Rosentr;lliana Library in Amsterdom for 
the WJO. .;: it 
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Yay io, 1948
II 

Notice of~ Meeting of'the Boara of Directors 
,I, II 

A meeting of the Bonrd of Direc~ors of the 
Je-NiEA cult-ural Reconstro,ction,f1Inc. will be 
held: II 

.D~te: 

Time: 

Place: 

Tuesday, Hay 18!11948 

4.1S P.I!: II 
6l~Fayerweath~f Hall 
Columbi,a Unive~~ity
117th sL & Am.sterdam Avenue 

It 1's to be hoped t,hat, brs.,;uJ':lh lJagnes and Leo 
Meyer of the He'bl'f:;)w Univers i t;;y Jlan'; Mr. P.. G. 
Brotman of t.'1e Board of Dep!ltiRS of British 
Jews wi 11 be pr9sent. :, !) 
Sincp- important decisiQns willlruue to be taken, 
ple~se makE3 every effort to attend and so indicate 
on ths enclosed card. :' fl 

. ~ 
RI\BBI ~~ON OPHER 
SECRETl\RY 

Enc:rmc 
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II
N19.Y 26,1946 hw>. K-vt~ fm~'~ 

'ro: Members of the Office Committee 1'1 

Prom: Dr.B1attberg . , II 
He: Meeting of the Jewish Cu1tJ~al Reoonstruetion Inc. 

held on NlEiy 18 .!'I. 
1. 	Besides re:present~ tives of the me:~ber oJip:aniZ stions, there 

participated in this meeting as/lUests,I.!Prof.L.ft1ayer of the 
Hebrew University', Mr.. A.G.}jrotman::, and Mrs .. B.Janner, M.P. of 
Grea t Bri tai n. I I, 1.'[ 

, 'I 
, ,.

Prof .Baron reported that Dr. Starr, the de1ega te of the Jewish 
Cult~ral Reconstruotion to German;y, is' ~till in Paris, and 
would be able to proceed to Germany onl~ after the final 
recogni tion of the Resti tu tion CommissiRn as e suocessor corpo­
ration. The act o'f rsoo&l;nition rrd::ght urov.ide for the creation 
of a subsidiary of the Jewish RestitutiRn Commission in Germany 
(subjeot to German law) but only !with r~gerd to immovable 
property. It is therefore expecte:d that!!vdth reRerd to books 
and other oultural treasures, the Jewisp. Restitution Commission. 
or its agenoy in cultum1 matters, the 1fewish CAlltural 
Reconstruotior.. ,Inc.,will be ab1e:toass~me direot charge in 
Germeny shortly. ,(After the meeting world waS received to the 
effeot that desi,t;;netion of the J;R.C. aJs a sucoessor oorporation 
had alreF.ldy been 'approved by the:; Stpte Ibenp rtment,and General 
Clay a.dvised accordingly.) : It . 

formation.o~1 a 	 Comm1s~ion2. 	Mr.Brotman stated that the rtestitution 
here had accel~rpted, to some extent, tjhe handling of the 
restl'tu tion problem in the Bri tish Zt:m~l. ~('c ording to inforrna ti~r. 
that he had received in London only ].e,·at week, the Forei~n 
Office was now preparingfl drlOlft'law of! restitution Vlhich,while 
it would not go as fer as recop:n1.zing ~ Jewish body ps the 
succe,ssor organization,.would ne:verthefless sflfejZUard Jewish 
claims. 'I'he Jewish Central Fund in Grea'lt Britain might,acaording 
to this dr8ft law,Bct in the Bri,tish Z~ne F.!.s r.m operDting rt.l2;ency. 

3. 	According to inf~o.rmetion reneive~d fromil'rlr.Starr,the first con­
siJlnment of book:s from CzechoslovRkia, des:tined for the Hebrew 
Uni versi ty, and comprising 70 on'ses we~llhing about 14 tons ,has 
arrived in AnJ,.werp,n.nd· is stQreq' there'~lfor the time bein~ in £1 

JDC vqerehousE(."wi)l be trF.l nsshipped to PrP les tine $l ~ soon F.l s 
conditions permit. If it should ;:l'Jrove necessRry to keep the 
books in Antwerp for a longer time, they m~y be sorted out and 
eVflluate. there.' Prof.L.~i.pyer agreed t~~ this at the meeting, 
,rovided it was done under the superV~triOn of experts. 

4. 	Approximate ly 100 J 000 books wert: ahin~d re cen tly from .t'oland to 
,Palestine ,with the full f'onsent;of the~1 Polish Government,with 
a view to serve .primarily the needs Of,! the ChQir for the history 
of Jews and Jewish culture in P9~and ~P be established at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem.:, fhe PoTI.ish Government is greatly 
interested in the estnb1ishmentJ.of th~ls ChRir,which might beeome 
the nucleus of e. la.r~r Institu~e. Acqordin,q to information from 
J.D. C. quarters I the Polish Gov~rnmen~i is readyt? estahlish £1.n 
endowment of ~600,OOO for such!3-n Insy,itute, provlded 25% of 
this A moun t will be con tri bu ted, by thel J. D. C. 
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To~ Dr. A. 1.. 

From! Dr. W. 


Attaoh~cl)J)l~aee find /f: report; 041 the meeting of the 
. Jewish CuI tural Reoonstruoti{)Il Inco';. S,inoe the final reoog-ni­

'··-.......·~----.. ..""""'···.'."'~0~ -' .." , " "",' .,. '<,., . _ . , .' .. "',, '., , .. ,,",:;:a-r.""__ tl .....,

tion of the Jewish Restitution Com!1iie~iion ~s a successor organi­
zation i a al ready in sight" work in G\frrmany) at lea.st wi til 
regard to r~oovery of cuI tural propertlY, will in all likelihood 
ata rt Boon. Of couree i t'Nould' be veriy useful if a represen ta­
tille of the Oongress could join' the ffit:ssion to Germany and stay 
there for a While. I believe th~t the Seoond Session would be 
a good opportunl ty to send one 'of ou rl/people to Germany di reotly 
from Montl'eux •. In this case, t:he per~on ehould be designated 
beforehand and efforts a.tartedto seoore an entry permit foI' him. 

II . 
A t the mee ti rig it was agreed th{:l.jt Dr. Beel1gman of the Rosen-. 

tha.llan';l. in Am. eterd,am shOUld join thelrlmiSSion • .As you may.. 're­
member, we suggested Dr. Seellg."l1a.n to Prof. Baron last year. 
However .. the main point is that a COn'gresa ma.n shaul.-i be at hand. 

I was not too delighted with theljidea that the books in the 
J. D. c. storiiigehouae 
Howev~r .. ei nee Prof. 
help it. 

WB:FS 
Enol. 

(, 
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in AntweI'p shaul d be sea.rched and 

Mayer . agreed to 'fhS proposal" :r 
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1. 	Besides represents. tivea of the member 

partioipated in this meeting as gUests, 

Hebrew University; Mr.h.G.brotman; and 

Grelat Sri tai n. : 


Prof~B(iron reported that Dr.Starr~ the . lega te of 
CUltural Reconstr4ction to Germany, is 11 in Paris,' 
would be able to proceed t9 Germany onl , f1f ter the final. 
recop:nition of the Restitution Commissi as a suocess6r~, 
ration. The act of reoognition rni~ht Dr ide for the or~ 
of a subsidiary of the Jewish Resiitti~i Commission in 
(subject to Gerrna~ lew) but only with I'd to immovab 
property. It is therefore expected th$t i th regard to . 
~nd other cultural treasures, the Jewi Restitution ~A~~h, 

or its agenoy in ~ultural nuattersl, the wish CUltural 
Reconstructior~,Inc. ,will be able to 8.S , "direct charp:e 
GerlTlBny shortly It {After the meeting wor was received to ..... 
effe at that desillna tion of theJ .R. Co a. s successor oorp 
had slrePdy been approved by theSt?te' 1')prtment,and Gene 
Clayadvisedacco~din~ly.) 

2. 	Mr. Brotmen stated: that the formation of 9. rtestitution 
here 'had eccelerp.ted, to some extent, t handling of 
re sti tu tion problem in the British Zone .c~f'c ordinp. to int 
the t he had re ceive d in London 0!1ly 1B s· week, the Forei 
Office was nowpr,eparinp: (l drAft 'law oflresti tution '(-'/hic 
it would not go as f~r as recognizing Jewish body AS "._. 
suocessor organization, would neverthe. ss safejruard Jewi" . 
olaims. 'rhe Jewish Central Fund in Grea' Brita':i.n might,ac ' 
to this drlElft law,aot in the British Z ps an operoting 

30 	According to information re~eived from .Starr, the first.' 
signment of bookS from CzechoslovRki~,' stined for the 
University, and comprising 70 CE1ses we np- sbou t 14 t 
arrived in A.~wer,p,and is stored, there or the time befn 
JDC warehousef."'will be trnnsshipPE:)d to .lestine RS soon 
conditions permit. If itsho4ld ~rove cessAry to keep, 
books, in. k.n twerp: for a lonp-ar time., the trUly be aor te d . 
evp Ius tem. U'H9re •. ,Prof. L. j.B yer a9:fee d t this At the meet 
provided it was done under the supervi on of experts '. 

4. 	Approxima te ly 100,000 books were shin. . re oen tly from' j;' ',', ' 

Palestine,with the full ('onsent of the olish Governmept, 
a view to serve primarily the needs of' he Chpir for the' 
of Jews a.nd Jewish culture in polnnd' t, be es tnblished at' 
Hebrew Uni vers1 ty in Jerusalem. ri'he Po sh Govern,meri t {s:" 
interested in the estnblishment of th1 Cha'ir,wh1c{l mi 
the nucleus of e, larflSr Institute. Aco dinll to inform.o··.··-t,.:l"r\YliI 

J.D. C. quarterS,: the. Polish Gov~,rnment:il? ready toe, .... 
endowment 'of $600,000 ,f'or such an Ins tute,:pr9.Yi.p.~ .,., 
this Amoun t wi 11 be con tri bu ted Iby the, J. D. C. .. 
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JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
",' ,I'18~ Broadway, New York 2.3 

CONFIDENTIAL/ 

"". I 

, ;.;,;EX;.;;.;C;,.;;;ER;;.;,;PT;;..;;.;;.5..;FR;.,;;..~O,;;;.M..;DR;;.;.;;. .........• ..;J;.;O.;;.;$HU;;;;;;.;A;...5~T;;.;..i\RR~t..;;S;..;RE;.;;.;.;.POR-.;.;;T~'~DA_T~ED;;.;.,'_FR~!i;.;;;AN;.;.;;KF.;;;...,;;UR;....;T;;..c.,_JUNE;....;.;..;.;.;;;..._2-=..'_1.,.;,948 
, "',/l4t,;,,;:...~;;( .k' :1:A,Jptil:~";:/ /.I 

'- ,t~,;:' , /I 
/(;A.2.{;.~ [./ 

I set out from Paris with a p~rmit vali4 ~~il June 9 --(~xten4ed 
to July 9) -- and Major Hyman is requesting antextension for a fort..­
night. This is as far as he c~ go as ~long as I'JCR is not formally

. of ' 
recognized. In the course of rrry first'w~ek' ISp:lnt two fine days at 
Offenbach,_ and the Other days and evenings inxhaking nwnerous contacts 
in FrankfUrt, Munich and Wiesbaden. ~verybodyllhas been most 00 rdial 
and cooperative, halevai veiter. "My chief hand:Icap is the ]a ck of 
secretarial assistance -- a:!iiiOSt every <;Qntac.tUneeds to be followed 
by correspondence -- but in that respect lam in the best company in 
the Zone. '; II 

After some indoctrinat;ion by Haber, 8l'td Hl'mk, I called at the JDC 
office, and was greeted by Abraham Coh~n, wit~lwhom I shail be working 
0105e;1.y... He introduced me to Dr. 14arkus of. the legal staff of the 
Jewish Agency, from whom I learned:of·a·meeti~.of the Gemeinde of 
Germany as a whole, scheduled for Sunday.. SiJ1.pe this meeting did not 
deal with Ua Sit Zone business in part:i!'cular, '\:ope question of affilia­
tion with JCR, could not be placed on the agen~aa 

.( 

On Monday afternoon I had a friendlY talk!rdth a canmittee of four, 
including Ph. Auerbach and Rabbi AaronOrenstein~ It was agreed that 
we would cooperate; and that the ,Inte~essenve~t'retung would be repre'" . 
sented in No Y. by Dr. Leo llaerwald,formerlyHrabbi of Munich. The 
latter ,step was taken a-t;. my suggestion, ~dtlie next meeting of the l. V. 
will deSignate two; directors. In the limeantiJn!'l, I trust that yO)1 will 
be able to write to Auerbach, informiIIghiin t#at the organization has 
become a member. For the record I will indic'ate that Auerbach is 

, . .'. " ~'J. " ." - - . 

Staatskommissar fur rB$f3isch, religios und pal:i, tisch Verfolgte in 
the Bayeriscn,es staatsministeriwn dee~ Innern.n He is pr~sideJlt of the 
Bavarian Gemeindeverpand,ll and there 'a,i'e two' 9:the:r federations for- Hesse 
and w.ur.tte.mb.er.~'(iJ;l the U. ". S.. zone) 0, Despite.rl the f. aC.t. t.ha..t the. ! to...<Vo
is an informal bo<trII it is preferable

'. ' 

to haVE! one rather than three 
affiliates.. I told the committee that decisfpns regarding thf';t disposal . 
,. t:',' .. \1-\1' \. " .' - ." ,. ' ' .•

ofC\l;lturalprop:lrty would be co~ca~dt9i the 10 .V .. bef()re be~~ 
c~rie~ out, and that their recamme~qatio~s ~oulg p~_welcQmed, b,ut 
they d.:i,d not ask for veto p09f~r, andneedlessl to say , I did not promise 
it to. ,them.. Auerbach talkeq' about·'hf~ achi~YreIllent in.lo~ating and 
~ning ~ver to AND JeWish-owned cultural ,pr?perty, and promised me a 
listp which I shall endeavor to g;et from him.1 

. . .. iI 

, 
Dear Doctor Baron, 

i I 

, I, 
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Bei'ure leaving Muriich I had an opportunity t~h talk with Sam' Haber, 

JOC Zone Pirector l whom I h~d met in Pari~, and With his brother 
Willicnn, and we parted with C;\ clear undeI!standing! ~ to cooperation 
and conmion problems. . I .also madf> the acquaintanc,8 of the appropriate 
members of the central Committee of Liberated JeWs. ' 

. OnSa,turday, May 29, I spoke on the telePh~n~ with Indn Mason.. 
who startled me by r<?p':sing a problem, wh~ch to m;Yj knowledge was 
settl~d months ago. }(ason said he had cabled N. flY. because the 
draft of the designating ordinance did not mention JeRl I do hope 
that this can be rectified in time. . . /1
• 	 . ,J 

In regard to the Offenbach depot, I must fir~t assure you that the 
installation is entir.ely in good order. 'The di.r~ctor Joseph A. Horne 
ilS not only a marvellously r.o;npetent perl:ion,buti!entirely on our side .. 
The two of us became go;').j f:,'iends clmost' e,l;, f:L":'Rr; sight. The depot 
contains about a milL.cm ::. :'J:li':'5;) Rf;art from 5ynElg?gne proper ty ~ a~ld 
probably less than hilf e,f -':.119 mat.erial is of Jelt;,sh cO:1tent. I t, will 
not be possible to p~I)V'3 bP:t(;r:.d r~&gonabie dou1:-,t!ltha7. the gH~;-lt.e:c part 
of the collection was t':L{t;;-l frAll ·Tewish owene:r~, !lout if all thp, ur::Ldenti­
fiable and heir~.ess P::'C:9?!'tj is 8ver enttusted tg JCR, we sh<iU ~!eed a 
much moresubstan.tial h11dge~,:, t.ha."l we ever contemplated. HOI'ne tel1s me 
that about two-thirds: of thn ·U'llection llas beenl[catalogued, but I have 
in hand only certain partia:'. lists, which will b~ forwarded ,to you in 
a fffW d~s. I haVe also ask~1 for a list of ins~i tut5.ons and individualB 
to whom restitut:~on h~s been !:Jc:.de. Identifj.a'bleflprOI;erty of East Euro;eean 
origin i~ frozen; no resti t'~ti()n is 'sc:ne-dlrl1J'"d~f.:lI further notice. Prior' 
to-Horne s arriYaJ.in;fa"l1:~r 'L9Ii7, by almischDrlce, Gccuments relating 
to the cdnfiscat.ion o:~ c'.Jl tnril property \'l1;'3re t.upned over to the Soviet 
officials 6 I was happy tc learn that thelibrflr:Y, of the Collegio 
Rabbinico has been ret.urned to Rpme, after a deJ!~y caused by the claim 
of the Spani~h Goverr.ment' 'I 

. 	 ! 
There have been counted thus far l50iOOOHebFew and Yiddish items 

and 72,000 JUdaica in, other languages. In addit~on, there arfil 1000 
Cases to be examined, :wh~ch :r judge" are: not :i.ncfl..uded in these totals. 
The rare book and DS. collectlon contai!lS !;lome 1500 items, Jewish and 
pther, of which 500 have been catalogued'~ You v#J.l have a copy of this 
catalogue, and I shall also send you the,list o~tthe 600 books found at 
the Sturmer Verlag (Nurernb~rg~. I am a,l~o, goingj'! to make a microfilm of 
the l:\lbum of some 600 ex ll.brl.s stamps, Whl.ch Ho/rne ha13 prepared.. 

. 	 \' 
, 	 I 

ijorne is the only Ame~ican at the depot, an~works with a professional 
staff of 12 and 20 laborers. In recf;!nt wE':!eks hel opttined th'3 se:::'Vices 
of two Jewish volunteE':!rs, both yeShivah-trained ..; One is a studept at 
the local university, and the other is opcupied :as a leather-worl\:er. They 
give w{tatever tbne they can spare, and it is no l~asy matter to make them 
accept payment w:tth a:'vtew to converting': them in:~t;; real stdf meltbars. 
I am getting a JDC 1categoryt for them, but theYitlwant something more 
substantial. As I ga,in their confidence, I will'l ascertain whether bool\S 
.and OO!I!!:'lodities fi'C:.il abroad 'llill make them happYi~ I am doing 'I!.fY pest 

~I
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to recI'llit personnel, the difficulty of w~chis1.exemplified by the 

fact that Philipp Frie,dman was unable to f:i.nd·a ,~ingl~ man for Ina. 

My most pX:~!3ing ,..pro,spect;is Rabbi Mor~~cai Gl~?stei.n~' a f():me~ 

student.:at the ~lfarsaw: InstJ.tute for JewJ.sh Studiese GladsteJ.n J.S now 

on tlj.~ staff' of the JDC at' Munich, which, has marl:} advantages over 

Offenb~ch, ~d haa a pregnant wife to su~porto. 1/ ' 

The depot has jUf3t received a carload of s:U;yer synagogue and home 
J ornamants Irom Salzburg. 'This is the material ~ound in the Hungari1m 

gold train about which I corresponqeci with Eli ~6ck, and its delivery, 
r judge, comes as ~ result of the re~mmendatio:rilmade by I\bba Schwartz of 
mo•. You can imagine:'the feelings aroused by til~sight of these mute wit­
nesses, but our job irs to take stock. In other, h~'ords, the depot ne~ds 
a cur~tor who can catalogue such items, whiQh have inscriptions and a 
somewhat tricky nomenclature. Unless I can r.in41 a person to fill tb1s 
vacancy, I may have t'o tx;.r to handle the1 p:-':::-,le.tl! myself. At all events, 
we need a handbook or. l:rusel:i.m catalogue to g·".ide.us in this phase of the 
work, and Iho:93 you can find one for us'~' • Ii 

. II 

It is impossible to evaluate the Offenb::tch dbllection uritjJ l:>ooks 
suited for libraries .are complet.ely separat::ld fibm othercatego:-ies 
(Talmud, ShuThan Aruk, m,t:le, popular writi:;gs) J/ This opel'ation 
coincides with ·the tal?k of filling request:1 :n;':;~ived from DT> grollps, 
for which the procedure he,s been worked<mt. l::y! must be a<,:knc1'iledged 
that although the texts ~l:i:9ped to the f3tudy g;roilps are issued cn loan, 
the possibility of their being returned is quit~lremote. No text of 
more than r,outine value is included in these shipments J insofar as' it is 
humanly possible to keep check. :,' II 

, " 
There is a serious physical difficulty: th~re c;re not. enough $1elves 

and not enough floor spCice on the three 'floors~o place all the books at 
one time. Assuming that we recruit Some' workers~ .r propose to reserve 
the available shelves for library books, and tolkeep the others, properly 
sorted" in boxes. This in itself mightirequire ISeveral weeks' work.. This 
description is not intended as more than a superficial account of the 
depot. I expect to ~repare a systematic report.ifoward the· end of the 
month. q 

Outside of Offenbach we shall be faced with tta very elaborate 
ope,ration. Horne has, a list of over 200 smalle:r;1 depositories which 
remain to be examined.. Working alone ~d with inadequate trcm:sportation, 
he will not get very Jar with this prob~emo Inl:additioIl, there is 
AustriCi" which is 'within Horne's province also.t Ibut which seems to have 
remained unexplored.. ' As far as the British zon~i is concerned, I have 
been informed that nothing h~ come to light. '¥Y informant i13 Dr•. 
Eo G. Lowenthal, a native of Germany, rtqw servi~ as senior field re­
presentative of the Jewish ~lief Unit, and ~ m~mber of the London 
Committee affiliated ,with JCRe . . tl . 

The first time Ilvisited Offenbach, jI h~d al~alk with Horne's 

superior, Vim. Rule, chief of the Property Divistpn of AMJ, Hesse. 


i ' rl 
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He advised me to present myself at hi§ 6ffice ~h Wiesbaden so that 
he cou.+d inform Gen., HaYeS .. deputy to Cla;y, as l\to my presence and 
intentions .. ~ When I made the trip to 'Vii~sbadenJ II Was intervieWed 
by John R .. Cain, chief of the Property Oontrpl ~l;3ranch, who seemed 
to be rather green in the field of our work, bu~ it is not yet 
clear whether I shall need to make the trip to lBerlin to appear in 
Hayes' office. . I 

It wnl interest you to l<now that the State Department's concern 
about pla cing JCR within the framework, "of the run~titution Commission 
is not warranted by ,the administrat1ve.pattern !bf 00. There is a 
clear distinction in the Property Division betWben economic and 
cultur~ propertyo 1/ 

• J 

I hope to receive the minuu.;s of tl}e 1I4ay lSi meeting soon, and 
look fOl'VV'!'l.,::,d to hearint from you... ,I ",,1'1, 

c.ordiall~ yours J 

(SIGNED)!',
,'" II 
JoslA!a s~arr 
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\ , ' , 
""" VISIT TO VIENNA I;!.' . 

I~a~Cb' as' no int'ormation w~s available ~ecar~ng the late of Jewfs}(cultural. proper­
ty in Austria, I readily accepted an invitation extende~ by the JDC director, Harold 
L. Trobe. During 'l'lIY visit, August 24-31, I examined th~: collections recovered by 
the Vienna Community, gathered various relevant document,s ot the Nazi period, and 
talked with several. communal,workers about the proSpect~i ot recovering property 
still missing.: .11 

I 

The Comniunity tibrary is housed iri a reconstructed syn,tlogue, building on Seit~il;.. 
stettenstr.,· occupying portions ot two floors. Altho~: tai~ progress has been made 
toward reorganizing the mateIi..al. recoyered, less than halt of the books have ,been 
shelved" and no comprehensive survey will be possible tOr months to come.; The Li­
brary has received 8 cases trom Offenbach, several hunctr;ed Hebraica from the Otiental 
Institute of the Vienna University, and $6 cases from Cz,echoslovakia. A consider­
able number have been returned by the National Library, i!Where I was shown several: 
thousand additional volumes awaiting transfer. The library of Dr. Murmelstein, rabbi 
under the NaZis, is shelved in a separate room ot the sabe building. 

\.1 I . 
The bulk ot the books shelved are not of Jewish content;' but comprise German andH~ 
garian literature" together with a relatively large collection of medical. books. A 
large part of these books were formerlY in the possessidn of the Jewish Hospital. 
The collection 01' the Theological Seminary, which was transferred to Theresienstadt, 
is presumably still packed in the cases sent from Czech~slovakia, which I was unaole 
to ~.amine. !he Hebraica on the shelves were sutfic1enP.y few· for me to examine in. 
tl}e/space ot a few hours. They comprise rabbinic worksrlof a routine type, except for. 

/t:wo 16th century editionsr Landau" Serer AgurJ Bachra~, Seter Ha-Shani; and a few 
..- dozen modern items published in Palestine. 'lhe. Jlldaicatjhad not yet been system­

atically shelved, but I noticed a tair number of duplic~tes, particularly of the 
works of the late Bernard Wachstein. AIthough I failed! Ito find aI\V' indications ot 
ownership, other than the Jewish Hospital, I was informed that the Hebraica include 
the property of the rabbi of Graz. These books.'wsre seized in November 1938" and 
turned up at the Oriental. Institute of'the Vienna Unive#sity, where Kurt Schubert, 
a member of the starf, arranged for their transter. Am~ng the books I found one 
stamped by the censor of the Oberbefehlshaber of Ostmark: Zur Verbteitung von 
Ge~i~te. des Ob~rbefehlhabers: ost. and zur Z,ensur s:ugela~sen. Buchpr,fi-ungsamt Ob. ost. 

]\lO' archive material or museum property has been .. recover~d. As for the us., there 
/' 'were two unimpOrtant i tams on the shelf, and third, a 11th century ms. of the Vienna 

Hevrall Kadisha, is in the keeping of a communal ottici~, Dr. Feldsberg. An exten­
sive catalogue of the mBS." prepared by Wachstein, was in proof' in 1938, but the 
printer reports that not a single copy has surrived. lit is suspected that some of 
monasteries have "inherited" various' mBs., but no inves~igation has been attempted; 
this search can only be conducted by representativ:es otilthe Vienna Community. It 
is further believed that the museum at Eisenstadt '(Soviet Zone) possesses cultural 
property lett behind by Jews" who fled the Burgenland ip 1939, but this area is otf 
limits to foreigners. Ii 

. L 
The Community Library functions only as a Circulating library, while the energies. of 
the statt are almost completely absorbed by the task ofllsorting and shelving the 
books, recovered. This prevents the Library from providing current publications, and, 
in g~neral" from attracting a larger number of readers.! I While it is clear that at 
lesl'.ft three-quarters of the holdings are ot no interest;ito the present-dq Jewry ot 

.. Vierr.'la, the- Commu~typroceeds on. the assumption. tha:t, ..i;t.i~ .. J~~!.ll.i!!gw:i,th a ~rmB.nent 

collection, and receives a subsidy from the JDC for this purpose: t have,accc)rd­

ingly, proposed to Mr. Trobe to offer the following plc# to the Community: s, selee­

tj.cn should be made of books to be retained; the surplus non-Jewish material should 

be offered to the Hebrew University; the surplus. Jewish:lmaterial should be entrusted 

to JCR. In this last category there would be included the Murmelstein library" the 

owner of which has disappeared. Although he may still be alive, his record as a 

tool of the Nazis absolves the Community from any moral:lrespon,sibility for guarding 

his property.' !I 
 ,·f 

At the oftice ot the JNdische Historische Dokumentation~II obtained a copy ot an of­
ficial inventory of confiscated synagogue and museum mafterial." compriSing about 1,009 
items, none of which has been recovered. Some ot thesellwere on exhibition in October 
1944 ~t the Naturhistorische llUseum. Although the Community is cognizant ot the n6..' 
cessity of tracing this property, this document isknowh only to the Historische 
Dokumentation staff, which works ;ndependent,ly and doeer Inot deal with res~itutio~ 
questions. I have called this matter to the attention of Mr. Trobe, and I trust -'" .... 
that some action will tollow. f ' ' 

\V -:rc., £\f\) 1 
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6. 
Meeting ot Jew,ish Cultural ReconstructiOr;,~ Inc,_ 


c;"__........,_..._ ..,._....._._"""__ ,,_~,.~.... ,, ___.............~.....<_.. ~rt.,l'<" ,; 


:6-23) 	 At a meeting of the Jewish SuI tural Rec ons truction, • vlhich took place on 
November 4 and was: attended. by Dr. Blattberg fpr the ' ,Dr. H. Se,nator re­
ported on the movement of cuIfural treasures from Cze Slovakia and POland 
to Israel. The Hebrew University will turn over boo . itoan dispense with 
to other oultural instituti'ons in Israel. Final recoghition of' the Jewish 

, , 	 " ' ,.t

Cultural Reconstruction, In,ce by .the American ;authorit;ies' is expected in the 
near future. In the meantime, alaims are be:i.rig filed ffor -the JCR by the 
Jewish Restitution Suocessor Organization, of' :which itlis a member. The meet­
ing accepted the Anglo-Jewish Association as a new me*tber of the JeR. 
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November 30, 1948

/1 
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, (j 
:' . I,

~-J!::IceeaMv,e_Be.cl"$ta17-, 
at +.4. ' II ' ) 

Bro,l!lwq 
r~<__~_p;'~Q, .._:,~Q>~qi:tt~~.~,!U~.•,,~,_, J 

'.,- '+1" ,,_k-'~ 
New Yon 23, New York II 

!!
Dear Dr. Btart". 	 . rI 

. 	 :!I 
I bave lour letter of ,November 29th addressed to 

Dr. 'ederbush.' '/• ' I
I 8JQ glad tbat lOU are back, and that we will &ODD

II· ,
have an opportunitl to hear about your work in Germany. 

. 	 ~ . 11 
. " 

Dr. 'edel'b1l8h is now 9n aWor;ld lewisb Congress 
mission' in lexico, md will not bel baok. in t1me to attend 
the meeting ot the Allocation Co!MIittee on December 7th. 

. '."However, I mq attend OD b1s bebalt as an alternate. . , :'11 
I :8JD Bure be wUl ~d youafreply astob18 member­

aMp in the Allocation Gouittee as soon as possible atter 
bi. arrival. 

w.elbg . 

1/ 	 . 
. I 

'II Sincerely yours, 

i I 

:1 
1.1 Wolt Blattberg1
r/
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.De;~ember 9, 1948 

" , t i . 
Tot Mrs. Beigel ': ' , JI 
Prom. w•.Blattberg//_':~::;:~~:~~'~''''''''-''-~:"'''-"''-'''''ir'~'"''""'_""""', "" 

~:~d ::e~;:~~!r~!:~atlt,~~~.:::,::~_O~~~_~::~::.~~;~~~:,~on, Inc.~· 
','1 ' ,,,.~ 

. ~. 

II:,., . 11 

Dr. starr, the delegate of the Jewish Cultural Reco~structlon, Inc., who recently 

~tu~ed from Ge~eny, l.eported that about 2,000 cs~e8, with a total ot over 

300,000 ltema, are no" stored in Orrenbach.' there is a considerable number of 

r&.r$.. books, aaongthelll, ar.~very rich cOllections orlt rabbinic literature. A full 


'catalogue ot the books 1s now being prepare~ on t~18pOt. ,?he work: 1s now so 
adY811cedtbat tt mlghtbe'po8~ib19 to start; ~h:t..pne~t of the books ot the Otfenbach 
depot to their destination in the ver'J near tuture_!! . ' 

In the 11gbt ot this report, the .&Uocatlon Commit~,~e had tn oonsider, at yesterday's 
lIleettng,p~anl!l tor c!istr1butlon ot the booke. Aft,~T a le.ngt:qy discussion, the 
follomngprinciplea were adopted.; 'I' , 

I 
1. P,r:tor1ty should be given to the N~tlonal Ll~ira.l'7 in Jerusalem, which shottld . 


send one or tw delegateste Offenbach 1;,0 7~leet tne books ueef'u1 for that library. 


2. Allotments should be made to the JeWish eo~llnit1elil in Ge;rmany tn .order to 
meet their cultural needs. ./., •

':
r 

I 
3. The bale;nce of the books should be distributed to various Jewish libraries 


and cultural InsM.tutions tb;'oU$hoat the. w?rld, adbordlng to their needs and their 

importance in JewiSh culturel life. ; , [I .' . . 


. , ',if. . . 
A comlllittee of SCientific advisers, eompo~ed of 1~~re.r1an8 and representatives of 
rabbinical 8eIl!narles$lld of the main Jewish cultural instItutions in the U.S.A., 
was appo1nted to. order·\o ad'r1se the Allocat1on c6iamittee on the proper distribution. 
On the basis of their opinion, suggestions as to ~1f:rtributlon wIll be made by the 
Allocation Committee to the J .O.R. tor tinal approVal.• 

i , 1.1I . 

Professor Selig Brodetsky of the Board of!l)epuU.es ot British Jews attended the 

$eet1ng. Ii 
/ I 
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(;-3) At a meeting of the Allocation Committee of the J'ewish Cultural Reoonstruction. 
Inc. (of whi oh the lj{JC is a mambe r) he ld on Dece~ber 7, Dr. start reported on .* 
the results of his mission to Ger.many~ There arefnow 2,000 cases of books 
stored in Offenbach with a total of over ;Oo,OOO:~temsJ among them a great· 
number of rare books and rioh collections! of rabbinical literature•. A cat­

" ~'r " .' .'
alogue of books is be~g prepared on the ~poto ~e meeting adopted the 1fol-' 

. lowing plans for the allocation of the books: p~iority lato be given to . 
the National Library in Jerusalem,; allotments areJalso to be made to the 
Jev.rish communities in Germany in order to, assist;in their cultural rehabili­
tation; and the rest is to be distributed to vad!ous Jewish libraries and '}.'

j oultural institutions throughout the worla. A ~dJbittee of scientific 
advisors was appointed: in order to advise, the A1Jiboation Committee on the 

proper distribution. ' . PI ..................... ~._.... _........_".....___ 
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which took place 

, 
II, 

, II 
" 'l: 

, ,; II 
'hell~~~g Con.lde:"e4~tl.Q4at.lona$lbtUtt,f!d. by t¥ At:iY!SOJ7 Cowttee regarding 
tlut @lO(1.'l<tn~ot thep~pelV~J'ed at tbe OJ!_bac~Jdepot. the "prioriV oltha 
J'ewifih."Uou,al and t11U.er81tyL1b~'ffBs appl'OYe4. ", CoJllmU1'dtles in Wastera. Germany 

, , ,~, ",', , " ' " I I 
~hi.l:l:~,req.lye' allocation. CODa1at1ng P~' of Ge~ Juda1ca. , Allocat10ns to 
t.i\..t:~~tlon8 in ot'~r COU!ltrle8 .hall ba d8h~ed ~! the basia ot aCJ;l1estionnaire. 
OUtside of the tJ111te4 States, negotiations should be cOnducted with the central Jewish 
organisations. 'II , ' I 

: Ij
As, ~ p~cedure, itwa. agreed that eacb be:r:letici4l'7 ljur,,,,tution 8hall place at the , ,1 

dl~e~ of the 3.0.11. ~J.lcate. ~'publ1catlQD. inl~1I 111):.r:~, sball furnish the :"~' ":" 
J,.O.R.1Itthaa U.-.1••a receipt Ust1Dg authora and 1Ib8~tJ.t1~8, and luaUy that. no ('", "" 
matert8:1 recei.ed boa the ,ICBIl8.7 be 8O~d orotbend~ (U:spO~edot,. i ,."' , .. 

~ i 
, ' !~, '"II, " ' 

Dr. Starr, a. wli¢l asl>r. Bernard BeUer, who ,was .P~1nted~leld Director, will leave"',. 
shortl;ytor OEt~ in order to tekeOV'er, in :accordancevdtn the adtice ot the Sta.te~ '.". 
DepV'tllllnttoOlllttS,the b~oks 01 the Off'enb.ch <lePOtll"b:i;ch orig1rlated in Geraany. It .:.".i 

18 beUsved that cit the estimated .350,000 volUmes at fhe d.pot, about 300,000 are ot 
Germ.an origin. .:',I 

" . I . " . 

The Rebaw Unlvers1t1 appointed .8 it, represent~tive'lin ortenbach Dr. Shunami,autbor 
ot'BtbUOgrapl'J;y of Je1dsh: Bibllographies. D 

" " . Ii 

The '21,000 budget of the J'.C.R.ter the perl,od January 1 to July 1, 1949, has already 
been approved by the JeWish Agccy $Ild the I.'D.C. 'I'! 

, " ..' I 
'.Phe eaggestd.on ot the Hebr.ew University toappo1nt. Prot. Gershon Sholem as Vlce-Preslden1 
ot t.he J .C•.R. in place ot :the late Dr. Ifagnes was app~ed. and Prot. Sholem was so 
~ppo1Dt.4. ·11 

Ii
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Meetin on Allocation, Qf Books 

(~Cj;l'A lll~eting of' ~:~t~~l~;:::~tructj,'on, Inc'lf, which took place on 
Janue,ry 11, 1949, and whic'h Dr • .i:3lattberg at#ended ori! behalf of' the WJC, ap­
:proved the allOcation of the Cllltural properties st9ted at the Offenbacll depot 

", 	 ;~s proposed by the Advi$ory Committee of Experts. ?ziiority is accorded to the 
Hebrew University Library" 1IIlhileJewish co.m.munities ~~ Western Germany are to 
rec)'ei-ve allocations consis:ting primarily of ~rman:JJdaicao Allocations to 
in,,~ti tutions in ,other coun;tries will ~ determined o~fl the basis of ~ question-
naJ.re. 	 ',.' I 
Dr. Ste,hl as well as .Dr • .a~ Heller will leave, shortlYftfor Germany to take over 
the th"re,e hundred volumes of the Offenbach depot 'which are of Germa,n oritrl n.. ... 	 . il ~ 
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.'. .' ':APan bVa;"aeOttemb8.chco:U~tioriot· 
.. "',otberobJeota at W1~ flWaber1nB aboUt: ". • 

... are al.so about Mo'SUre 'lOnbat. ottenbach. 

OI.Iltaral ~st.NCt1on,: ID~'J reeoIl!Aende4:.-.......,"........ ,"" 

antiUed to t1rst pdo~V' 1n,\be d1 str1buUqn " 


.. sent."tt .... ba 1nYlt.eatoaome'toMesbaden.to ~4~': <LlitUO 

lacking tn· the Beaal~ IoUeetloD.fbe,reat ..... . 
, "lU, I ewish DlaeuaS. AS 'to the d1.si1'ibutlon·. .:cel")111a3/;01 
r"o1lllum~ ___"be .CoJAmf1tteeto . diSttribUttel' •.•...... . '. 

'. ·.on&.-t.h1rd w the UtlS.. ,> ~4on..th1l"dto~:,'he,ot . 
•be dItposited lnTel Ari•. 8l:l<iJ'eNaalem untt,.l> 
been. &_..11_.' .. -' . . :-'-": '. ,.' . . . 

~ -.'\ 

..., ' : '.... .:' ... .... :,,:., : ....•...., . . ... ' .:,' .' ' 

'lnallj'; there_~i>~p4redb7the cOait.\e.;& " . 
trora. the I. Ofteabach 'boOk:: coUea\1OJl'__ .•... Aliendm_\$Wlnil'ftnlIUI.A rec:~IC(Ia..j 

. .... ' ......:...'otdiSu-1bu\tsJgth9:;~ia1,obJect'f;· ....~...... 

EducatiOft., .' 'Ihe,reC01lim*i4a\1Ol1sot t;be-: .... ". 'mu~ 


. '. ~Deputiae1l'ot. Cal~arid' f.duca'bton 1dU be . 

BOardot Directon otlca.~.i t1n&1. d_e~a1oI1' 
. . _. . , :.' .'_ >,c, , ' '. .• , 

. ' . 

i 

II
Ii 
I 

I 
I 

I· 

I'I 
I 
~ 

I 

II
I, 

I 

116075 
,,l 
, I 

f 
I ' 
I 
\ 

http:1nYlt.eatoaome'toMesbaden.to


p 

I! 

'IIl I 
I 

II 
'I 9 1 ;;~49.,: ,L.r..arCH 1 ... " . 
'/
,I ' 

, (I 

1)1". Marcu~i 1)r~ Robinson 'IL
From; Dr. Blattbe:rg .-~ ,'_ d

,Ii . r--r~-"~-~·--·'- "', '" 
Disposition of ceremonIal Objeots~~W1Bh Cl1l' turd Reconstwctlon,"-'i;~"~)

, If 
~'"__.~ II .""'1;:-",~=~·~.'~r;,;;~_'f'!I~;;~~

• --""' .....~40,...'.~~"""··j"t':".-}1!lI.< 

, jI 
TheAdvi~I7 Gouwittee of Jewish Cultural R~eonstruct1..on, Inc•• propo!3sdtha:t. the 
1.1011ectlon of sIlver end' other objects which tU"e ail W1esbfl,r,!;en,nUQabering about 

i ",' ,·f " ';
6,000, allot non-Genum origin, ,hould first b. divided in~the categories", . n' ',Y" 

or art ObJects eult~le :101" museums. and other cer~~{)ni~ (il?(4~Cl't~, wbich soou1d, 
be available tor presentation to synagogues in var!!ous coulltfl.es. '1'hecommltte" 
recommendedthe.t tho BSi/luelMuaeum (JerusiUem) bellentttle.d to first prlorit7:1n 
the distribution of art I objects} and that its repre&~ntQtive be invited to come 
to W.1eBbaden to select Itus "Meb represent !3tyle's now 1ackang 1n the Bezalel 
collection. The rest of' this category sh:>uld bill ,~h9;red &,'lQng all Jenah ruuaewns, 
namely.. Tal ATt",Pragu&, Buds.;pestIt.ondt)t1' Na~ YO:rk and C1.neinnatl,; other 
applications may be co!l~aidered, by JCR. ~Ir.l agreenfrmt 'rl.:th Dr•. Hellmann t I am 
proposing to the,JOR also the Jewish Museum in Bueaos Aires.) , 

~he com11l1t1>ee recommended that the dlstribution 011 the ceremonial obJeots be 
govemed by thetollowi.ng rat.!o: l/J to aynElgoguhS in I$rael, 1/3 to the U.S., 
and ¥,to other QOtUltries.ln ISTlD.till the J,a.nlstr.V! of Religious Affaira would be 
the apprOpr.late d1stributing agency. In otb£?Tc~i:tntrlea, it. was proposed by the 
committee to invite the oooperation of thi! IDC in'ldoaignating the synagoguea 
which erato receive c~rel!lo1l1a1 objects. :Holllever~J, we are strongly opposed to .. 
tbis BUg-gestion, and. on our :part submitted tl:l..,;t t'be Jewish repro8entatlve bodies 

, ,fi·
in the respeotive countries a~sumB this tal3k, :in irhe 69JilO way as they are supposed 
to do vdth regard to the distribution of. the hOOR;taI. . 

. , . :N' 
.As to the 600 BUre 'l'orahat _Offenbach, t,M Advl~ry COl!lllllt,tee recom.'1lended to 
entrust all of them to the J'DC of:t1cGS in, Te1.AV+v .and Jerusalem,· and to postpone 
the quest.1on of distribution until suoh tirnewhen f 1t w111 be known how many 
uiI scrolls t.it for einagogues w111 be' eV)d1abl~f/ We are also a.'Je:.inst this 
proposal, and 6Uggested that both the Jewish Agency and the .roo be designated 
as trilsteee.' Ii 

I, 
The noxt meeting of the Board of Direotors of JCll dll be held on Monday, March 14. 

I ." II
Should you have any suggestions, ·please ;o~muniC!re wlthme. 

J . ,', 
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I / ." , ••...."_•••,;,, '-··-IT'''''--,, 
Distribution .Proposals fori Recovered Cultural Propert;r ) 

. «===--------. ....:.---:-tt---­
The Advisory Committee of the ,Jewish CuI tura,l Heconsltruction, Inc., of which 
the WJC is a member, has :made recommendations as toJfthe allocation of art . 
and Qeremonial objects apart from the Offenbach C oll'ection of' books (see 
Conl'Tess Digest 'k3h5, item 3). 'l"here is a cOllecti6n of silver and other 
objeots at ;vliesbaden, munbe.ring about 6,000; all offinon-German origin; and 
there are also about 600, Sifre Torah at Off'embacll.l/rn the opinion of the 
Advisory Committee, the Bezale~ l.iuseum in J~ruealem! should be given priority 
in the distribution of art objects, while the rest should be shared among 
all Jewish museumS. The'committee further recommedds that the distribution 
of ceremonial objects be'IDflde in the following way:11 one...third to synagogues 
in Israel; one-third to the tni ted states; al1d pne"ithird to all other coun­
tries. As to the Sifre'rorall, it i.s proposed depoSiting them for the time 
being in Israel. Finally, the Advisory COmlnitt':le like prew.rl;!d a list ot 
Jewish librarie!3 which alre to benefit from "the Of1'Jhbach book collection. 
Amendments to these recollunendations and to "thelistl of libraries have been 
submi.tted by the '{;JC Cultural ..iepa.rtment, and a d,e~lision will bl;! taken at 
the next meeting of the 'Board of Di.rectors ,of the JJ'ewish Cultural Recon­
struc tion, Inc. 1. 
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Uemo to, Dr. MarC'.ls, or. Itobinson : l Froml Dr. Blettot!ll'g" . ! ' 
'~~'l"""''''*'''''';;'''--':''''''''",;""" 

•,,~=" II· --'~'~'----~\ 
On Mf-.lreh 14tb' there W8:3 a meeting of evd.s~, ~u~!unq.",~~~~~2JlJ~J.rut.",,,.,,,,at 
whtoh tha World Jewish Congreaa was' sentea: syTiDr. Fe(lerbush and myself.

'. If 
The propo!\.Qls ot th.e Adv1eovy Colmnit't.ee !leta t:hte~Btribution of the art. 8nd 
oeremonial objeots werettiken up, and ertel' a lon!$~tv dl,8uuasiQQ :it wa.fl decided 
to eMnge the proposols ·&13 fellOWS... , 'f _ . . 

40' ab:>uld be ttiloooted to IaraeiJ 40J to other ooUntries; and ~ to tha U.B.A. 
'I

It 10 understood that the objects to be allocated to American mu~BW99 and 
aynagQglllu are mainly at sentimental value. II . I 
Pl'()tessQr Daron il'lforll:l.ed the meeting that ~1VO maintains elallD~to a number ot 
perlQdieal1..1 still in thfJ Offenbach collection. lnifthla conneotion, .·several . 
members pJ','e8en't pollit.ed:out tinat in the la.~etnm~rt. ot bookfi YIVO bad a1':rell6y . 
received, tharo were !!lBll1not belonging to .IIVO, ~d in particular, that allllOest 
the en:fi1.re stock of tWFStrashun Library 11'\ Vilne liad 06ml trMsferre:d to YIVO. 
It tVaa (leoided to notit,r l'lVO that any YlVO-omed perlodleals to batvund in 
Offenbacb would be returned to thel.!l, but tnat, on ~h$ otbal' band, the J .0. R. 
reeerves. the rIght to claim books of other:omersh1.p sent to YIVOfrom Offenb·!:lch. 

.. ,. ., 'I 
AnothoI' point or diSCUSSion waawhether to i &11oo8t~ the books to be o',h·tribu'ted 
in the IJ.8" to Jon·en 11brarle~ only, or w-hsther g'elleral librarles with Juda;ica 
colleotlons should 00 inoluded as well .. ' The opinion ot the I!l~.jorlty was to 

. . . . ,1 . . ' 
include libraries of ·bhe latter category, since. tk\elr luda1c.a col~eet:LQnB e.r0 
used mainly b:r Jews. ;If. . 

TheAlllsric~ &t111taq Goverolllant wanta to have the,tOftenb®,ob depot temP'tied by 
the .nd ot fAey. In that case, the oosts ot the tra:naportation tQ the border Y!111 
be bame by the Militlll"1 Gov6l"l"1!1ent. II 

, 

!I
[I

There were prslillant at the meeting Professor Oec11 IRoth, of l/ondon. and Profe!'!lsor 
Gerhart S,holem, of tIne ,Bebre\?Un1vlfr,1ty. , 

, I 
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Distri1>ution ~ey fOr Art and Ceremonial "bjecta cn.nrll by lieatin. of JCR 
12 	 .' ' ", • II 

t~-3~ 	 On Liarch 1h, a meeting of' the Jev/ii:;h CulturaLReconstJjltction, Inc. to()k place 
at mich the rfJC was represented by JJra. J.1'ederbush ana. Blattberg. Af'ter a 
lengthy discussion, the proposals of' the Advisory ComMittee as to the distri ­
bution of' art and ceremonial objects were changed as (follows: 40% to be 
allocated to Israel, 401~ t() other countrie6,,~nd20%jto the united States. 

Decisions were also taken vlith reg'ird to YIVO:-o,med ~?riodicals still in the 
Offenbach collection and v~ th regard to the a;llocatio:p of' books to general 
1i~rari:s .lith JHdai~a.r;:ollecti'ms ~n ~is co:untryo {f\s ::egar~s the latter 
pOlnt" lt v.as the oplnlon of the maJonty th3:.t genera;l l.lbranes should also 
get allocations, since their ~udaica collect~ons' are 'r..ain1Y used by Jev,rs o 

1.L b 0 t.,, . 91" '"' 

u;.sc 6'0 

," 
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Meeting of the Jewish Cultural Reconstru,?tiont Inc. Hears Refort of 
Dr .. Starr . il 
On l~y 5J 1949, a meeting ot the Jewish Cultural Recopstruction, Inc. took 
p~Qe which Dr. Blattberg attencied on behalf of the WfC. Dr. Joshu~ Starr 
reported on the progress made by the JCR in ~e taking over and shipping 
of the books and other cultural objects now in the depots in Offenbach and 
Wiesooden. During Dr. Starr' s absence fran Germany, Dr .. Heller, Field . 
Director of the JCR in Germmy, is in chargee; BesideY, there are two dele­
gates of IsraE;l1 now in Germany, Dr. ShunsIni on beha,.lfllof the :National 
Library, and Pl'. Narkis s on behalf of the Bezalel Museum- The Beialel 
Museum has a priority in the selection of museum piec~s and Dr. Narkiss 
is now making the selection. He will also select ot~r itelJlS for Israel. . . . 'Il 
Dr. starr reported <;llso on ·his brief vis it to, i.1erlin,llwhere he received 
first-hand in forma tiQn on the lIGesamtarchiv dar deuts9,hen JUden ll wh ien is 
novi in the Soviet ZonE\. According to existing recordsJ 1~712 packages of 
documents have been salvaged. . I! . 
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. \' INew Synagog'llBS in ISrael ,I 

To ~t Torahs from German¥ 11' 


I 
At. the request of tho Is"e11 l!inistry of R~ligiOui\ Affairs, the World Jewish 

Oongress is workinl$ on a program to assure that ,a subste'l~tial part of the Torah 
. I 

sorolls and other religious objeots found in the Offenba~h Depot in Germany be 
\I 

distrihut~d among newly-established synagogues ill Israelll 

Dr. Wolf Blattberg, WJC representative, took up thi~ problem at reoent meetings 
. tl , . !

of the Jewish Cultural. Reoonstruotion, Ino.., the agenoy ~et up jointly hy a number 
II . . 

ofJewish organizations to ,oonserve Jewish oultu~al Ilnd \19ligi6US trea.sures. 

. It was qeoided that after examination by experts. t~e bulk of the sorolls 

will be shipped to I sr••l for ,the benefit of tho new .yn~~ogue., inoluding 59 

established in oooperation with the Jewish Agency; during\'fhe last 18 months. The 

Ministry of Religious Affairs will act as a distrihuting offioe tor the oeremonial 
1\ 

objeots in israel. !I 
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January 18, 1!46 ..I. 
' ..... \: 

TO: DR. J. ROB Il~SON 
11FROM: ZOMCH WAEHAFTIG , ~,\, 

oc: '.Rubb i ,Federbush, ])r. lCUb ow i tzki. ' \'',' I 
: ' 

During my trip in Ger~llY, I visit-:d the )1.()thsch~ld Library iIi Fri;.I.l"lkfurt 
(tInter dero MaiDker'15) whel\c Jewish l?ooks al.ddl)~11int?)lNB ~ei:r;ed iy the Nazis, " >: 
particularly those in possession of tt.e auti-Jewl.sh I:qstl tute, ,are being colleo~'l" 
ed, seg.cegated,and preserved' 'Illldcr tile sup8;rviAior~ of the J..merican authorities,' 
until a further decision is ta.k~;;n" ,: II ' , '/ 

't! " 

The larger part .J! the books 'is' l'lt111 in.:"p:ungell,rjabout70 milcs frow 
'Fraukfurt. \fhi ther they are, ,brought in truckSe '. ' l, ," 

Aecording to Mr. G':)Odina.ll, au Ai'4erican GEilltile, ',1¥D is in charge (,f t:-;.o , "1'., ,
library, th",rE: are' in Fraukfurt ar....:.l Hur.g0n from two ~,0 five mUlioh vn.~u.n::)t;. 
many)f ther..1 ,jf ezt:"'emc importt.l.llce. There Cl.r~ J'~-l'Vlsl~lb~),;i':i)-:-aswell fiS O:JCltb :;ll 

Je7>ish Subj(0tS, frlJiD pUolic c.u:.Cl private J8l'1i~h .11'brc:itil;;;:13 frora all ove;;: :Ju.-,:''.-;pe .. 
Thert: are a.ls.' h'lllldre-ls of 'll()rah scrolls.' II ' 

f .) 

, T:Q.e bl)0:":9 aj:e n)w bei)::; sorted and J:?ut k, o:r.lt:!'I?l.. tlJ.f' iX'''Jmist-: ;)f t_,-:) 
i-;)rmer R.)thschilc.Library, but r' call h(';,rdly b\:JJ.ieve th6l.t t 1ler0 i8 tnoUi~~h spe.c(: 
th,,:rE f:)1.' all the bookS.:: If . 

. ·1 
Attached. ,k1).t.D.se find .:.;, p1.'''visicn:::.l list. tG·f tr.....:; 1~b!'ariE;8 \i';:~)::'f' ))C'oka tl.!:·E;.l 

now ill the Frankfu,ct collE;cticl1.. Tl:js l:l.i;,t c\)ll:-.ain~ b;;-:o :;:3.rnes ~::", on.ly tho90 
libr[;U"ies whose nU.me is fou,.lil L1SCj~i b8:'. In:;}:i't:; bc)k :1!t, Tltii;iJ; It:?;ttt::1S.' '.:w.;.;r.: is 

: not a. si;:J.f;le ";)(.'1.'S0n 011 GGo~lnanl s staf.~· who) el::i.. t'ea,'. I-ihbre\i all(l YLldhh""ud c,..,:,'. 
comj?lete 'tho ii6t. Ur..ti1·S6ptt;.;j.:1b,,~r 'Jll(, J';,:w, ;A.::'C)Lj •.i.~! j.'S\::'A' y,.r'.!:, rF.Ji'1:ed tb:,.cc. 
iut he has alreu.''"..f left fiJr tl',C' Stf'"tob. , ,II, , ' rl 

The ?er~cr<::.l f:npcITisio.Ll of C.t: 11.·orClrY ~s l.!l th~ll:[.l.lK18 ,..f C<lptalu :b·~'f~'k;:):a.r ... , 

,Th~,r~ t:'l.e futcU'e riOf tr.is ,~~l"(·~t J ~';\\Iishis so far no (h::ifin1te :;,:>la.ll f:)1.' 
cultWo).1 treasure. Only '..In0 thing is certain: the ai~';;1.'i.ca:ls are rc1:l.~'.y to i;ivc 
the ,bo')ks back to, thoir 0)(:J'-)rs'lf 0,inerehip fa :pr,)ve<t!.,i..n:l tndecG., ill Pc;.;ris 

, I was toB, by Rabb.i I,ibfr, lL.I.'ootor I)f the Eqnlo:;; hbbi'r..iqlV1 , that he. w.:::.s suppose.:! . 
t·') :proceed. to Frurikfurt t,,) get bt.Gkt:le li·aJr~rj.es0fllthe ]l::de E.'lbini'1u~, t.ile 
COllst iltQiros. the..i;..lliCl.nce Tar:'tel ite. a1J.':~ his O'l( ~l. p:dJvatc..;olI2ctio!h I, ., ' . q , 

j , ,I, 

~1e.::.nwllil(;: there is a ~:;r(!at ilullg\;;r the.t rp:.t)v· qf .~!:.e 'bocA:I:s, p::lrticulorly 'che 
rtL:~e ones, will ,;ct lost.: :eho Jewisll DP~ 6 ~e u't'g!n~, i...nrl PGrh~pc d,shtly so, 
tha:~ b6')ksshouL~ lle given to thom fO:rSJ~ll[:Y~ of ::::1)"l~lser' they ask for ,siG.:?lo, ' 
not rare. copi.:.:s or ed,it ions , , jut~ut: ,.to0ne 1~:..1..k ,)f jje7iish lcn(.lw:i..u;it;c,Oll t~lo l'Fixt 
of the 11bra:dan an} nis st9.ff,ID1stal::es ml;l.y~t'H; ma::1.d, Reccntly ,3.abbi Ros.:Jnb0rg, 
re}lreaentatbe of tho J.lJ.Co, was promi~l3i2l?~I~OO.b0kl::Sfo:£·the D!,le~.one can. 
imagine h)7; ,]£'ny valUt.l.blt:, b?oke will be araonr:; thes(; 7ljolw1l8fh

" ',' , 'II 
It t3houll be. £~:'l'lel,~. thCl-t J 8wis:!1. booksar6sci:l.t tc::red. ll~ t r.:mll in ll'1.'alll:furt, 

but a.ll over Germany, purticularly in £vhmich; amons II~he!1l valuable· volumes fre::) 
khovm JQwish librarios. : ,', Ii 

• •• I -.:r 'th t'May I atE th£,~t in the Fraukfurtlepot,' namely 1;~~ .LJ.'mgv:.l, erE:: EU:'er1.") 
archives of the 1~a.z1 Gl.llti':"':!'cv>j,.sh lusUtu'lie. 'Mr. (}o,Xlnlall p:('cmlbecl me to givCl 
or sEin~, to '.lur !nstitutt.;J.i..r,a~rs the !:IF.l.nuscriptl;'i ,')f t~any ~lI'tlbli.3he(! mat!;j.1.'ials 
of the H,~zi Ius:~it\lt,;). Jc.' a.n· . Ii 

/I
S);,1Gthill;'~ bhl)ul:l be: .i.l)ue to SElcure t:lt; FraiJkfur,t li'iJrary ttllG.. all o.tl:er J.E.m:i.sr. 

books in Germally. for the: J owi sh people:. !) 
""·'·""'nr"-I)lloUdt:.,11 '14-1/29/46...7f).-.2Wjhsh, 

, CiJi. 5b12. , •0..-. _., ___._........... ___ • • 
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FROM: Dr. FederbuSh' . 
TO: .All OfficeComin!tteeMember, II

" 	 "', "". " 	 ',I[' ' 
" " PleasEifi~<l attach~d an iritehestiM fei5ort'o,bout looted, 

'books in ,Frarikfort. "':!T:ne~n:lthor:f1.:iW-;-~j\70rked, irithe Roths.-. ", 
',child Library,inFrankfor,t fOJ;" 'mariY.~"ttionths;, assotrting thes.e 'books. 
" He stresses th~ ne~essity of ours€i:ndingl: anexp~tiellced scholti.r' t'o 

' " th ' "b' ks' 	 '., II ' ,s a1vnge ,ese, 00,., .< ", , "'11" 	 ,:, ' , "", '," , 	 I 
, '. ',' '" H~r;~w~t:his;,a.);soit,ta~h~d, a :eport i~bout ,425.000 volumes 

of .r~'Wl.shli,'t;~:ro:\iul',e),{Qund,in Ber.l:m."Dr.ZuclteI1lla;g;, head of the ' , 
mission pf)th~uij~'t~~~:S~qt)fi,a~~'i1>r~Y,?fi;;q9J~r~~~lemplla,Size4 the ,urgent", 
need for sa~ngof:thesebOoks '~bY'Jewlsl1:'orgari:t~a.tions.lrithis

, ',' .... - ., . - ,- -, ", 11. '. .' . ' 

connection I would also like tt? quote tlte,fbllonil'lg cable received 
" from Judge Rifldonq,:, '" ,,'If' " , " 
, US1ll$g~s~you arrange with, one.of y,~J.,PAt~y!pge~cies already 


accreq,l.ted,'t,his, theatre ,:p:referabl~,J.ewl:~ll!~ency for " 

, 	Palesti~et~c.allforw?Xdyourre:pp~sEnl,ta~~\Te,Stop.Tlla~ , 

would sl.mplJ.fy,procedure and operatl.on'<St,op ,Ifstlggi3stl.on 
not ,agreeable please 'apply Washington forr~ermission usual 

it manner , ", " " "!" , Ii> , , 
'The ques.ti on 0 f sendi~ an; expe;t, :in b.ehalf6fthe' 

WJC will b.ediscu;;sed at one of the next. offigeflcomnritt<eemeetings ...' 

"'--fr--- ­
1286-3/5/46 .... 35SF:h,sh 	 II 
CUL.' 5022 . II 
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,I 

'.• ,- -~.. .... i ... 1/
ooks ' ..ArchiVs and !Beli ious Articles 

-:·rankfurt':a, nil,Germs. 1
n)· 

I. 'Reoommend.a\'tMP'c; 
" ',' • 1M, '.\ . . ..11, I 

Because these books aIlddocuments enumerated 'tielow nre ,all th.:.'"l.t remain ... ' ,'.." . . ",.' .. ' '. H" . . .' 
of the vas:tco11ectionson the continent of E'tfOpe,they must be. saved.. 
and the fOllOWing~t~~s:~OUld ltIDl~di~telY be~ tfaken: . .... '. ." 

1. 	'Sen<L,a Reb:rew 'Senol:br, prefetp.blya Ilbral."innand archiv~st . 
.W;t}(JWQ\)ii:-d9~gt4.t;iz'i) a staff 0 ti worker*/to's~rtthe books'as 
to,?wli~~f:ih:;p~d :s~u~jects tB.~d: t.hen stlpe.tvisetheir partial 

.' ,~~~~l~~~··~~·~rer,posBiPle,. .' II ' . . 
This rec.oI:ll!lf3ndation iE;! to take precedence ove,r all others. 'There was 
not a~irigie perSOll. (as1ateas 'Octobe r.' 16, 1;945), with the knowledge. of 

'Hebrew letters helpiIlg wfththis,WbrK~~ ..A per~hi). who ,would devote himself 
solely to this work:, .co.uldf-ip.-d:among 'the':pI'e~lentJewish population in 
GermnIl¥,enoughpeople witna>s¢'ficient khowl~ldgoof Hebrew. to help hin . . '. . .. .' '.' .., ". : .. if 
iri}hi~ work...... :'.' '.' .... '. . .. , . 	 ... ~[. :.' '.' ," . ,.r..' ' 

, , '..' . .1 . ' , 

2. 	 Ithel,"ever def,lnite institutional ,owneft~hip_cnn peestnblished, 
tJ::teb90k$ !shoul.d b.areturned Ito -tho p,roper owners through ' 
accepted governoen,tal channels.. "1,' . , , . .•. ' 
, ' "" " " .. ' ' I·· .. ... .. 

3.~inor!uniml10I"tant wO:ksandid'fpl~,cn~esshouidbe usod 
1.0inodl.ntel:r, to replonl.sl1 tho :ll.brari~sof.Jowish reconstructed 
1· . t't ·t·· 'Ii"-	ns- l.- u .10ns.--- -. '-"-li . 

4~ It is B!3til!lr:'lted, i;l1o.tthe ownorahip o~about 60%:,of. the books 
and'doCUIilents cannat boestabl i shed,! i The norelmp0rttiht' of 

. thesa\bo.6k~!3hou1d .be sent t6the Heorew University Library 
in' Je;ru~s,]:~L'i.. . ~ . . 

~ . 

! 
f 

II~ 	History: 

It'wa:s'Alfr~(l ':Ro~enb,eJ7@"sidea--t00rg~nizo- irlt Nnz.i'.Gemnw-:nnd-- in-1ifnzi.' ,.' , ........ '" '... '. " "." I'. ' "... 

__ .. '__..j1_~~2]2~~~_so,rt.._q!...P~E!.t:,:_~i!~!..sJ:~X_'&'!t~_:!l:!~JjjE:~!:l~~~.!~_~l:~_~.~E~21l~~_ <1i..: __ ........ 

, humanknowledge,il ,'. One'Qf thel3e instit~teswas:,itlie ..'msti'tute'for ,Research 
"-"';;--"";:;;Jn~';;-tne;cV:ewcfs'a~'tiQ1)rern;:c;(';'ln-ijtft-ut;'';zur;;]rrlo;fscliUffg~aer~Jud~ii~ffige~~':wnh:;;:' ..... 

heD:dqu.ar:ter~ in Fr~for1!,. q.overnmen:~ a.:t!chi:v.~>st ;public li1!rnries and . 
private collections were looted in nIl 'invaa;e1a coun:trj"es 'and their cop-tents 
transported 'into '~:rrnaW w.i th the flol?r bfes,~~bliShi'ilg a "superlibrarytl 

--ofJud.:"1.ica--and--Re:q,:r:a;ica..----The- two-:i:lain··c.ol~ect'in,g-points·'for--'thrB looted 
weal th were Berlin! rnd ,Frankfort. II' 
'. ......1 .. !,I 

When alliedhoavy Qombardnents of ciH,Etsstn~~e.dt mos't of these books 
and other nrticles";wer(J removed· frontHe Inr&e centers to rlirnl cocnunities. 

, _ . 	 " . - .,,' ".-. _ ~.'" ", i' , " ... , ,-.',' .•' -, '. ,~ ~''':' ¥' " "\" t', , ." , : .' ,:,' . "' ,> " ,..,., 

The Berlin collectIon wa~ thus noved'to B~het1~n, probably to Castle 
...... ~~11fnlkenberginD.O\ltsch Gabel. ThO}~k;~~itIJ_.. colleO!~Onwfls. noved~o'_ 

Wi t. E\o .. ./ ... ··Ar . ... 
i~i 

http:ciH,Etsstn~~e.dt


, , ... .' 

, 

",' " '. ,\'~~~~!~re,~~'. G-~~s~n'~''+'9:tl1e:;Q~f;i.t ofTfIY'.~c>Y!t~~ei .t~e:~er,ic~ ...' 
'::Il3,:i!:tljQ,r:l1il!~s .1.~Qe:t"!!)~.;:l¥l.,!e'Ilo·tll,:fC?l'r:l,~t~op: ,~b9,+t~he, farner co1:,lcc1; l.()z:!.:. .'1.,' 

".', I' ';Tlle '.lattci~ howeveh~is:!~~(;t~e:;l¢1er~¢~£lz,~,ne" ~tf 'occupation. . . . . , 

IIItoThc Recent Sta.tus d,f,theF:ranJtf~rt G011ection§'. 
, .. '.. ',. ...,.:,<~"", ../,;/.,,"" ,,"~;r'~'>H ."..... .., , ' 

. Part ofthiscoJi1cct;ioriVla;sfi'rst~oundin'June1945in thebnsonont of 
78 :eoCkall,lleil11a~;tP,ri,~stl#::~~~~\~~(F;~ot:t'fl:f0I.::?~loct~onwas defi;nito1y 
on~e~dqrthe'9'~n()s:f)haI'ic: ,coIld~1;iqIl;E!. of' . .aJls~bbEl.s()~(mtcomp1ot~ly 
lack.j;D.gyaIi~ilq;~i,o~""'~$~~"i.IiJ1l4tth~ :'1;50 ,P9~lvolupa,s,foUndth~~(3,we re , 
finru,.lytemovoct to: ;1i~~·,~\~~n0:V~}~d,.~oth~c!lil~' ~t~r~:r.v.a.~t ~5 ,~a~p.e:r;-m; 
where,they-were., qe;l;ll;jg ,.:sp:~~ep.~cq,QrClj,~.• t9: p.l'eY;~9u~', (:).,.not~lJ,~l?' c1~anod. 
disinf~c~ed ~i?t'~A?a1i~~,!~n:d~~:w:orkvras being done ~aer the' 

. suparVl.s~on' or $:Btain·',!!Ull:U!•..IL ~~~ F:inl1; ,Arts. Mon1lr.ll3nts nnd 
ArchiiVcs Officer ~of~~M'i1:4\ta,:ry .'.Government' l)OtaChinent No.6, Frankfort. 

T.ho~e,.~~~@~;~,,,oJl~~;~L~~i~~,'b~t"~,.ni+iut~fr~c~i~t! .. ·~f ..th~.;~lri' 9.f .t~e ... ' 
';~C9~l?¢';t~iQ~i~~t"'~W ., r~lJoy.ed,to,lil.U:lg9~.'~p.is. col,lacj;ioh,requirod 
·thli;"tye~,@t;~.;~\~~~\\;~r:::, '.; '., ....... ,"~~s,:·:t(). ·IIioy~' ~t" fr.~~t':~~f~~~~J .."l4i ;eEltimtq , . . .' 
'. is thnt'l;t 9onl3lst$()fmo~a·than If-OOq.OOO ,v:ol.~~s4~S()f Octob~r ),.6.,194;9... 
. inlfiliteof:)ilr.oH~se·$.'Qr 'hi,g~. J:iilitn:ryinuthor~ t:1¢,s •., 'and . ~nsplto. 0 f the . 
')nrne$ty.an~wh;q.1~l,:~~~1~~,4,..,?lf;,:r()#~()f?a~~~in;"l.3u~Maxt,. tn.~ .. cQll,ect.ion;~o.s . 
st~11;iI):HWl-~q~,a:~t~e.~o.,:l,n ,tl:Ltle. di:f.~~rent, ,pl~CeEl; a ... 1argeshed, .a , . 
fort:lf)rotfi,cE),;'9~ll~~n:R'i"ti: ..ca~t);?t. ~(t ..f~vo Qr ~;s.:~~: ba,so1Tl8nts allovor .' 
tho .. tQWA~'<~;\,'iV1~~,plll~;rm.o~'\t{). tl'av.SlJort;thqo .f:r;:pm l;'tlA€On and house ,thl3I:l .. 

,inan;I~t:t~~~~?~h\R~i;#~;4~<gf\:t'()~?~oh~o~r·li'r~f~'rh, .'1l0J10V?r,as '.,0 f, ....•.. .. .' 
·Octo1?~f:'~!5.i;{:li9/3i5..1'tll.n;;t.::r-Om,9¥~yho;~1~ot yet.bcqn st~ttl:),d.o .> In Hungon . those . 

'. '.''.

~~~~~~;~~~!~~~~W~~~~'~'i~tw<>~.,' ... .•. :. !•.....~afuhfves ;';ro,iii·~or· ,'.',;.:~'.:rtiC10·,.,iF .. 
tV•... Sorne~i()rnen.t~·():f'.;tho·:<l6i16ctidnt ' 

'" !<. "_.c_:.:. ~'":'_:' . 
f 

A ~y.porficJ.~ .'o;g;ar:lfn~t.ion.Ofthis Co1.1·~cti6nf~voa1ed d'3finitely and' 

'hoyon.a.,..•~'~.. '.~.' ...~u·:o ..P... a.:.r.....•.t .. ..• ....f .. : ..thO.....,.f.0.,11. Owi.1.g'·d6!1 ..To.:n . .... ,,,.....,.... ....." -_ ....,..... ".a ..••. .... '-.t...-.. ' .....:s-~.O.~ .. ..eltl .. ~.'."."~' '. ......." 

. 1,Ros?nthalin~o~~ Aoste::~?, '. ~. ,'. .' . 

. 2. All,l.ancoIs:J:'Q.oll..te of J?arl.-S: (V:~1ua.bl,:,t;t5th and 18th century 
,::" oanuscrl.p,ts.) ... ' 

.3• . strash,\ln.Libtitpy O,fVilna .' :' . 'll: '" . ' 
" '4. IIDt,n:~eru,.1d.'qo.~i9~tion~ f/pa.rj, s . ... . .• ..if ';. . . 

.5~ ·Sephardl.C Communj"tyAroch+Vl)s,of AI:lStf3:r~. 
" ,J?f ·kt:d.hives ,_0 fJ;he"J.~!#istiYc.. J·Q;r'tl'(3Vr!~A,A~if~!r.J! ..9:[,.l!ttbwmJ~ .. ........-.. .. . , , 

?,; 't~b:ra.irf?t~ip~Ch~:t~Parl~ , •........ ' '. , i,! ( '. '.' .', 
""-""--"'" ···......, ....·· .....,,_·--, ..-80:- cKcJ.e,~.. J"~vU.Sh-.l?-1fbl¥~-'Li~l·aI'Y~-"':~--····'..-:-n·".......--.-,~ ... -" 

.9•. ,Judi scha:, G'3oel.ndo.#.R:1'5a~." .......:. ..' .. I, •••... 
.., """""'Io~" Babbin:rcil-""§~ninary·~o"f~13rosfD.u"·· ·'n··· 

11.. Mnj"nzarchives' (birth, rocords,;, otc, L 1,1 

12. Frankfort a/marchiv~s . .... . f··· '. il"· .' . '. .... . 
·13!t ..... A'\:)g1,l~,,~9QQ.:.~9.);?'l:h~g!.oll.flf:l.A(t.;!l:B:w;t~:J:'E;t9:Ll? J~~gUQ~h.~p.d:J.,it~rn11y 

doz()ns. of other public and. privatl3 co1i}octions of groat historic 
.valuO. " 

t . 
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. 1. 	 AboutthoBorlincolloction consult;Dr. Erns,t.' Grano.ch, 54 Schluttarstrasso, 
Charlottonbh:rg' ~:~·~(;i'~~i~;.i; ' ......• ":;' ';;~'. ·..,{I . 

• 	 • '. ;:. "!'I . .... ."I 	 .2,'- .A?O~tMilitary.g.9V'.erl1,rlQn~ ph~?s of!:t~e.wqr¥,qpn·sul t~~t~ Child• 
. :ij'lno ~r:ts! M9nupont~;~d4~rc:tp.vss Dl.v+~~on·t I:!OffiCO ,o.f M~.~lta~ .' , 
(}ovornnont,APO 742.~l?M,NewTork (Bcrll.n) er'i Also.Co.pto.l.n Jull.US H. 
Huchi:!an. Mil.' Gov. Doh #6. APO 757, Pl41'iow~rYork:, (:rr~fort). 
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U~S .MISS;lON .FINDS. 425.000.JWISHB00KS 
. "'. i.' ....' 'I!' .... 
. .l '. 

.•. Berl.i~••.~. ~~~bt"'l.)'1l,.s;.';n!of th~U"it.~I~t~te.Ll.brary of 
. Congress has di!o~Qo'Ve:red1:;w9st()rHhousesj~e,q: w.J.thmore than 
425.()OO.V"olumes of Jew.ish;.li,terature,:' whiqh ~d bgen .sej:zed by 
the Gestapo .all ~v~r~uropeand sent ~there. II ' 

WWenty-five thousand books were fOWld in a basement of the 
. former. Orthodox Syri,ago;gue't" which is again be~.pg used as. a ~ouse 
. of· worship,despite 'extensiv.e damage.'" The v.611umes, which included 

. /". prl3.yet'bo0lcs, 'lite':rature and. oldJevdshnevispp.pers, were in poor 

qondition. . '.,' ........•.• '.'. •..•.... " ..... . .. . . ..' 1· '.' . ' ...• ,f .... .' .. ' . \ ..' .' 
Wttl1efo·,i'ilter,:,]'·z;e¢Mason',s l~dge~: which ~[l.dapparenhy been the •. ' 

ma:inGes$'ap,o?c()J;iect'iiq~;C~rtj;~ri ..oye;1' i4()Ot9q9Iivo~W!1eaware. dj,scovered•... 
Includedamongthe'sedocuments, andbCloks were colIactions $to1en fro:rn. 
thelJiprE,l;riea of,',~~dr~ }ilif1,uro~s(.no~ed Jewitil.h[!autl1or; Artu:: Rubinstein, 
world,renownedJew.fsn,99nqe::rtpJ,;anJ.st:, .andm~l1Y famouaprJ.vate and • 
public collect ions: o.f~ewish pooks•. ; . . .' .'. II . 

pr•. J, .,~Nolte#~';fwh?li¢ad~ ..tha .1lliSSiOrt,l!urged. the 'formation 
of a' Jewishco:rimii;ttE\9,t.oclailUt,habooks•. :Hedeclared that the 
QOO~sSllotd~ _be;~~pti*ta9~' aIid" ~sed, to este:bl ish a special JUdaica.,t-" 

libr~rytorb.e gl'ten1iothe, Heb,tewUIliversi~~ in J,erl.l:salem.. .' '. '. . I . 
I 

·1 
l
i 

~. '. 
. . '.0,',:

:11 
i""~-""-----':--'~-7'-'-:~'':H-·JI'·-.-

Ii·II . 
-it 

• fI 
#1286 --2/26/46 - 2~SF:pn ' .. 1 !I

CUl 5022 .' 

I', 

i 
'1 
. , . " .. -. . --- '" .1 ~ . 

I_,Y!!t; .ElO . 
Ii 

~ 

., ,1''''' 0 8 7 .L 10 f.., ...... 

http:world,renownedJew.fsn,99nqe::rtpJ,;anJ.st


..'. , ..;t.­.. . , fI' 
" 

l-' f: 
. fI 
I 
, 

I! 
1 

, )1
To: Dr. Kubowi tzk1 ;March'jr' 1946 


, 0.0. Dr. Federbu8 h . I 

"iEtom:Dr. Karbach , fI 


. - {>,,,-": ,\:.,.. , 
II
II 

Re: Commission Je.wish Euro eanl.Cultural 
Rsconstruction p

,I 

In oonnection with: the,Jttached cH.pping t[from 'ftle,DaY 

regarding .the Tent.ative lL.ist.,you re~ues~I'ed me .to give 

you a r.epor-t.on the proceed~ngs of' tne last plenary 

meeting of the Commission whic.h I ~ tten'd~:d. The main 

~oints were preparations for dispa~chingl~ mixed 

Commission of prominent scho1arstp Germany to take 

Sare of the books, sorol1s, objects of af1tand other 

oultural .treasures: whioh 'VIr:e found:, . and alre now. under 


. the' sUper;visi'on. of:.theooc.upa tion author+!t1 as. It . 
1s1nte,nded that ea.ch of the three., c oun tnies t United 
States, .Pa1estine and Great Bri tain be 'rT!presenad 
by s1x scholars., 11 

As far as I. learned payment for the .expenses of the 

Amerioan participants will beavai,lable, Iland it is 

assumed that the delegation from Great Bf,italn will be 

able. to pay for th,ei r expenses.. 0tJ. the 9.ther· band, 

t.he Palestine ,del:gat1on seems ,to b.e. a. di:f[ficult problem 

from ·the. financial point of view, ;but th~y are trying 

t.o find a solution" possibly .bycutting down the 

number of dele ga te~'frO!li., each c.ountry toll fo.ur ~ '. . 


The scholars will stay'quite a con,sidera~le time, about 

six months. . : ...j' ... . . 
Regarding the. nTenta t1 ve List" a C'OPYOftiWhi chI'll .receive 

very S09n, I only ,had the opportuni tyofi,looking it over 

for. . one or two minutes and immed ia:te ly found a few serious 

mistake s Which cou:ld easily be cor,rectedUrrom informat.ion 

available in New York•. The list i,,8 beau~ifully printed 

as a supplement to "Jewlsh Social Studies" and as far as 

I know, edi ted by .Dr. Ahrendt. II 


'Therewaeal so a discuss idn' tega:rdingtn~ financial 6 ituat10n 
~f.-t_hf?C::()l!l!l'l~,E;~JQ~1:V!h19Jt_.1!!}._no.t to~_,rosy .. ,#nd. so" the.y ·expect 
subsidies from var,1ouab1g Jewish :<;>rgani,zations,among 
themtheWor'ld'Jew:is'h;~Cbng-r'e9s;'''d' ·,·tt' .."l.~-.. "," 

. l.·. • il . 
prof. Baron, who was in the caair 'stress~d the fac,t.that the 
Commission i a reatr icting i taelf to pure~y scho1arlyw()rk. 
'andthatth-eir-f tnd ingtf'mtistbe -r~alizedlj by a ppropr 1a te 
action on the part of other organizatlon~. and he again 
ment ioned the world Jewish .Congress 1n tn is connection.

" II 
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,During a discussion ofsim~lf1r ~rojects for l~adoPtion of Jewish 
sChools a.nd .other cultutal,.instltutions by corresponding 

bodies ah.road.l~ men;tionedthe,~acttha~. aqpording to reports 

fromthe~:,o!,th,er side. there are stlll survlving Chti1en and 

young people who hav.e no school ing at: all t9:day. ~ rme.!­

inmates of.concentration camps"liId, f'?iijl?9t~I'.IIt,ifOrenJ' 

in :the Jewlshcommunit-y of Vienna, have; had, n;o ,edu ,~t all 

for seven years. It is well-known that the If&iS did nO.t, permit, 

instruction of any kind for Jewish YOfngste,~. even at home. 


This informati on was accepted wi th interes't ~I and for the 
~hirdtim~, theWJC was mentioned as, one. of t!le, large, organizations 
wh1chsh9~l.d,~!'l't'~~.f~~:, itself in finding out Ipow many Je.wish children 
tir~vv i tb,.OJl,'~e:,d;~g,a'~i~9;R~l",r:(ic:J,~Jtje s,., If s pe,~;i al Jewish schools 
cannot be opened" 'th'l!' 'WJC' should urge, the Go,vernrnents to take . ' "' 
appropriate. steps. for' irnmedia tely adm! ttihg ![suc h ch.lldren 
to :pup.licsOhQ.ols a,pd., :'fQrpr.o~ld ing them wi~h special instruction 
if they cannot join classes owing to their lack of for.mer, . 

tra inins., ,,' '. .' : f 
. The legals~b90mi'nlt;teeof .the .commissi.on, orl which I am 

also a member will emploY a new research a~s~etant after 

the former one re sIgns. " " II 
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the Of:flce Conunittee 



.. 

. 

" " 

' 
" 

. '. 

,i", 

., .' 

' . ... . I ,I I 
tVioul,d meet no obstacles from the Poles 1n t~is' ~tt~r. ~r. Hf3znrnendin~e;r};h.c)ug, 
thatinthlscase itc9uld,beexpect~d,:trilit tne'Oongresa Llbrar,Y'1 S 'suggestion' 
willbe.acceptede . " I . . 
. '. ".' , ',." "I 

Oonference wl.~~D~!Evan ed;ift. '.' I .. '. ..llbraU: 

~?O~~iedby..MI'. 1.~ork,;}v~;ai~,~~,¥r~~;;~vanS'ttl~ead ~ftheOongreaa.
L':lbrary:.. I presented::to·hilll,the.,vieVI.Point of' the ~IJO In regard to· the 

iEi,rtoratipn. of,.•Jewish'ti"6l~fi;~$,:t#'q~~~~~~~~te~s~d"ourt.hallkS for hie 


,,+n~erest '. ~~ .th:is:matte~~,.~:::~~~~t;~e~'~¥t 911:r'l1la~n!tconc~rn: i~,the:r~storati()lii:

of the Jevnsh b()pkl'l,tP,J:ew..itJh,lnst:1.tutio:n~t .lind. imarlly to the Hebrew 

U:ni'l1er.~ity"as,c\llJi\l~l,;Pl)qpet~y:;;()f,.,:Iil?:e:;J'.e\1~$h> .. ,ple.. Dr.e, ~vana told m,e 


"·:,;hih~~~.}:~o~~,;~~~;~~~~~~~$!t~,< '~~~'~~'~~~~'.~""~' .'. ~.::,;:~~' \:~~~:~:~e.~:f;!f~~Ci~ntly."
~"qu'lppe,awit~';'Ill'etln~'2}!Q ' , " ' ob~~~t:' '. '. . ..... th~!.Jewish 1 i brarj:effi" . 

·1~$~::~h:~t~~aif~~~~;~~~~f~gY·'~/.'h ~;p~~\~~f~~~~~~;l~~~~~\~~~~!t:~ ."i • ;. • .• 

greatst;lti.~fD;ctionthil..~.tll~W~Ohnd .• c0!ls~l1.tefi .. to .. !i;sS\le;~~st.ion and, that 

a:l.J.·.·.Jiewis~~o\lllfl .• ;~ie.z,~ow;\\ena9r;S~*g:ltj.\s~:pfbject••• ,.j ~D,~ki1!lVa:iis,·,VI ill· .submit 

:h~Spro~osni ..·.tcf',t~~ie£~te\lJopart~~rlhin\tlio.\ll~it·fei1i.~EI'.:and, .asked, 'us to 

wri:te hillla.let~ir:t)'t*t:iIi~,';t .e" ·,theWJ.q:agrpes,t\oJ:hi~'I>:roPOS8,lStln.: ol'der 


~~:t~~~~i!;~f~~~~~~~~il~l~~~~w}t~~~I!~.'~~~i~i~:fo·O
an~lo f··. Barons ••. ;a.~,~~t;tr~~·;C9lllffi,~t~,eef:\y~~ch·~HggEls~l9AAei wlJ.lreQ0inmend to 


·the,st.~.~eD~~ar~m~~~~».:;.I~,~()Aqf'u~~.o.n.';.h.e.J4eQl1re.dl\\tMtthe .•. r~tll·jur~sdict ion 

ill ••.. the.··diS:pClsfti()rt:of~,~.~,;poh~~'vi:i!).\i:J.e,~n •.•. ·theh~cls'of. ;:the,'Adviaory .' 

'ObF~tt~e,: ,OompOs~4.9~':,~e:p:r,e,:ae\ntl),ji~es?t'li\J~wi~hSrgan;izatio!lB, and' tha.t 

the. w.J.O, ..~.B. ep.p;~ar:lan().'.:f;i'...t ~~f.Y'a.:riqu.s\,.:re~vr+~s l:lhoUl~ be properly represe~ted
..•. .. 
in.this body'. ". .,;;><; ...... '.' •..•... '1.1. ( 
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'1'0! Dr. i1eer' , 
From:Pr" 1.1lattberg 

t 
I ;:t, i:1ecoven or ,1E!1wlah.flul,turl'll ·tl't3QeU:I'E!81 
!.,'; : I 

fA. m_orand;umtQ~heDQpar~.ilt of Bt~taon th(} .fjait'Elgt1l3rding 
ot JewlB"b aUltu:fal ,trea~f;)8 +ootedbYtheitae:enenlJ&1dQIl their 
tinal ~~'JX)e1t4~Vl~' S\1~~tEt4 tllaDePl,ll"tment of Qul't\lJ:'$ and 
Ed\lcli.\t1i~n '01.' 't.b0'. ~orld' J9wfsh ,. 88. ,1ii. tMs roel\!oran<i\lmit 1s 

, , .,,'.. ";, . ... ... ..'...'., II ;.' " '.;',."; , 
(lU~!il~'~.·. ~e.\1tho~1t~estl~t()bject8 owtltld b.ylf1ij~vfdU(lls 
ahou;1\~>\~.".,.,;Gt\totheir torm~rlowners ~l" to tna!r 1$.1 hairs 
Upon~tf't~~:ta~' ·~iJp~()t 01.' ownepsh,pe ·['.11 

I l'
ObJe!}ts 19rmer1y owned by ~Tewf;sh aOm.lw.nlti~s. eapectls11y in 

German,. AUf:l~';; ~nd P<>,land ShGu1d,jbe reat61~d tothsCQlUmUnltIoa, 
to the exten;t. Ua $'C3'tusl oultur~l n~u.~lprOVlded theta subatan­
tl.al percentsgeof lts tQ1"lllar JewIsh pc>puuUOJ;l wl"Vlvas. ' 

; ,,i' II 
Ql>~~.()tswh;1;;Oh(u;,\l own~r~~,ox: UIl~~~!Il.ac1 ortho.oonaltlons ot 

Vlt!Qsel\e".';~ttltl~p are n9t6at~~tj~~~S~ou~~lba t\\m~over to the 
t!ebraw'\w.l:y;erai1;.f in J"@rul?lil').~ ,.~~". ··~tMh~.J~b""B:t :r~!ll~~tnst,ttut,lon 
01' l~arll,tmiln\he world~1l.6~,l'tlY;. tQ oth~~.TewlBh religious and ' 
euUural'tns1l1tUUoJle.Abod:y s!lou';1,1 be e~~~edto ac·t 8.sTrustee 
tor thetoI'mer owners 0,1" the Je'llilsh! ollltur~i treaeuresand for the 
Jewlsh peo-ple." 'A :faoerd of AdV1s0re;BhOllldl~ S'I)polntfldby the Trustee 
on reoommendation 01' the World J'hi!sh Co~:resa and the 'f'fEbraw Unl vel'''' 
sityln Jarusalem. 'l)lls board 1s tpas~13~1 the' 'Vwsiee in th'epertor­
11llnce Q1," its t~ak t"l,nd I;ldvise i t ol1~he conal tions nod cultural 11eeds 
of the le;,tfi shoo-lnr;lu.:nl ties. in Jru.ropej as w"~ll!t as on t.beru.\ture land vt'llue 
oftbelootad .JeVi1 sh cuItural llrO?erty~o:n 1 te u1 tim@. ,t.;~ dtepOe! t1 on.· . . ~ , I 

; 
II.• C:N.l.tural ..PE11E)e~1on: 

I' . 
'l~allieml;;ell's: Qf tbe cultural det!3gt.!lt!0t1~fi~r. H.• T...eiv,"ck and Dr. Israel 

Etl"9~J after ar+,"fV1Il$ in t'I;>.W Y0):"ki ~~ve 6: '1"U.:J..1 report on t~ CO:t'1d1 t1.()ns 
in tb~08!l!.l;)S and:Qn the relati<;ms of tbel~liU\ QuthoJ.>1t19StO: tb.e inmates 
of thl1lDP csmps~t the 'prase ccm.tet.>fnce hell~ on J'unett~ht at; vd:doh (lbout 
70 veop'le of !l.U:,tbe Y~ddbh Bud lilngl1ell .1~1ehpa'Pors'vJElre !i'l"6sent .. 
.An lnte:rn~l :report W6S !lven byProf~':!'3sor Fkl'oe at ill-a mat~t1ng Qf the 

· .. . . , '.' II ' 
lltxecutlva Ccr;mi i~ee of .the liol'ld Je~1sh Oongresa 11@ld {Hl june 20the 

· . .: :1\ ' 
, 01'\ June Mth t1 lfi!USamoeting 1.'ori tbe P~b~1(l was arranged ~~wh10h both 
Dr•.!litl'08 .~nd~. !..,eivlck in formadj til", ptihiUo about' ~he.1r im;'lr(H'l2iofm and 
the 11te of o'U.,:' ~oople 1n tn(l'; oarulJis:".:. : "1.\ ' 

': " I 
Re$olut1onBI'oell1xJg.,~' tor 1:1'\1" irlJlltmUate ~l'i:mafel' of'lhe D'P'a to P!ilest.1ne 

'l'1ere n~ptad. . l' , ,I 

116095 
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.~,~i~'j"1'f' 
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Oo:tob~ 3, 1946 

'i<r~4() 
To: Mr. Caplan 
From:,Dl.". Ina t~'ber8 

the 'Ne~~y" ()(tWl>~r I ~ ~~~~'\rt,~rn~';t~d Press 
4, ...._+";,,, to tbee~feo:t , th$'sj;~\~e,aJl(), W~r 

•......·--..S81rWio,V;EI'q. Of the idea ot ~O<:)l~Q~~a tiOD 

i~Stato otNewYo 


\I1l,~l;!lPr'811Cla 	 dratte4 the 

ean J'tmlSh .Ke~CtO!fSt>rUi,,.t~lon 


;':~j,:,',i,,\. , " 
,Uo:nm~Eli8 1ieelC1y ,t9thls1tGm ' 

t,wotiid"tlke' t o add 
''1iiijd~l>ueh,' with 

~]~~;'8 friVl~'s ngton• 
.I""~I"'UUUlo out1, 

vrepreaented 8 ~Qr~rid~1~~1C;>~\I,(\~~s:tJ~0tll'.~()I'Y ,0f1;V,hlQh 
!,!'.<., ... ~....."e,',,:hereto.rn 1'eP1.yto' ~" '8 ~)J1Or6ndj}Jn:we~¥:G1V'ed~y" 

I "",jr.1'.:l..... ", stanll Se,crQt,er,y o,f 8,',8'(I,'9)in ".~~'~~~t~~~. 4~~'~~c4,:;,,~, 
loh it 1& stated! ",' ,'s!(}o,vm-nmentl's;~a;th~tl0 . . .. ··£g~l:=~;)~: ':-;~~t3t~~!~ 

~g~ElI3·~.~~~l(j!Pi,;,;,t'O,c 	 ';91 the Pr9J} a'~)\'jo;"t'he U,S. ' , 
I I 	 . , 

I." a-, 1'1:,', A~,.~', ~l,'oi..,te -It·h .".0' U .. , '-.there 'n\~he.n l'c3Pl,les ·E,it;.~".oelved,JU w .........._.,.; Q ... " ,l.U ... 
..... .•. .,.. ~. '. . ' .. ' i'i .•.. 
A, 

A slm1;)~.r lett~r Waa'~flso e'd.areased to tbe OommtSS101h",' , ",' . . ....,. '; .' ,Ii'" . 
The untl/ed Press dispatch np-parently dari,vee' from the same souroe.•'I . 

i 

I!, 

'I 
II 
t 11G1Ul

,," f 

http:e,',,:hereto.rn


II 

I! 

. ! l 
j/"I1J 

: [~ 
{ I 

- I! 
NOVoWAber 8,1946 /
I! 	 (

"J 
. 

. TO, The mam.ber~ of the Otfioe C~itteo, 	
I . \ ,.,. 'I-

. I 	 , 

FROM§Dr. Fed~bush . . [. 	 . \ , 
. . , . I 	 . ) I 

Report on my OOnf'ere.no.... e.'.. .. LSta.:b.e D.e ... ..as'h.1ngat .tpe .. pa.rtmant...'"'Wi .... :.:~;o..",\ . ) / 
On November 5",1946, on. ooy.~,"'OU~iLO~lt~:.~,~.~fro2~rttV/ .' 

: ..4!,.i-n·, !.'2.E!!~---~'____...;....__~_ 
,.~..;,.:'.," -'"l"rl~~1 

Preeent, 	World JewiahCQngrea8 .. Dr.Feder~8h aopompanied by Dr.nw.rk; . 

OGmll\1salon on European .:J~ah Cul;tural ~oonstrtaotion ­

• . . Prot.Jerome!;Mia~!!J 
A~vis~r1;o. General. Clq in. Ge1'ma~ ... :M.i':~~~nthalJ .. 
state iDeparbmeat - Messrs•. Hsmen?rtngerll 1'obb", Mason. Kiefer. 

. 	 '. ,1, 
The oonferenoe lasted two ~our8.'. 	 ;. II 

'. 	 'I 
ProtJ(iohtYiJland",I' ask the repre8~l'ltativ.es of the ~ate Department.t.• 


obta~11¥8 soon as pos8ible the c9nsent of the Sta.te Departm,ent 

and 0MGUS for the formation ot 801 iJewish Oor,por~t1on to w2lioh 

Jewis~ libra1'ie. found i~ Germ8.Z\Yj a.nd Austria should be tUrtled 

over for distribution among the JpPAPr'!ate Jewish instituti!3na. 


Mr.I.ihe4th~ pqlntsout thatGene~al clayl!iS' in favor ~f the suggestions 

. . . silbm.itted by the World Jewish Co~re88.. but he haa same objec­


tionsaa to the. i.gal.~p'eot of~thi$ problem.: He cons:1dera it 

. 	 essential that the Corporation s~uld not be merely an American 

body, ;but it .should repre8eutth~ Jewish oommunities abroad. . 
The tinal. dra.ft of • bil~ on reait'oration of propert7 in Genn.~ 
is now .in preparation and General~ Clay deeD18 it desirable thai;' 
the prQvisionstor the rtioovery ~It .Jewish oultural· propert,. 
8houl~'be in oonformity With thel~r1noiples of th1a bill. 

. '. t! 
DroFec1erbu~~ t~en explaina thatt~. World I~ewish Congress. whioh represenl:: 8.' 

. 	 Jewish e.o_unities in app~ximat,;17·fitty oountriee all over . 
the worlj, will be a lD.8lnber ot t¥e Corporation to be established. 
Therefore the Oorporation will re'preseut not o~ AmeriAn Jewry. 
bUt also the. Jewish oommunities ~f Europe, in aooordance with 
Gener~~ 0~tVt8 wi shes-t . .' II . . ; . 

Mr.:tIwelltha.l agrees with my ex,pla:O.l\.tion a.M' states that in a letter whioll 

-- .. '. he 'addreased to General C"lt\if he ~~1vi8fJd him thata1noe the 


World ;Jewiah Congress would'pa~i~1pat",the Corporation would . 

bear ~lnternational Oh~faoter,.I:. . 


:Mr.Bemend!ng~n·believee that theee explanations are qQlte mdtictat· 

Eu:\tis~&O~ry ,and theretore nQ obj~otion is to be expeoted. He 

turther,i~ta.tea that the State' Dep"rtm.enb fully agrees with our 

objeo:tc~~e8 and reoO'1lIlnend8i to OMG-qs. the pla.n of a Jewish trustee<D 

ship for the recover,yof eulturaltpropert.ya 


. 	 . 1 . Ii . 

. 	 '1\ 

II 
tl 

II 
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I 

. 	 ,HI 

Mr.To:bb deolAt'$& thtt,t tbe State Departme:q.t. and p~rtloub.rl1' General Hildring.ll 
-- ia ready to .oooperate with U& inarrlvitlt, at a 8,peect' settlement of 

this problemo : . i I 
, 

We point out~_ I 
. . ~ I 	 . 

(l;') The n60essity of undela~ed aot1~n, beoa.use the books a1rea4¥ 
tound are .getting spoiled, and t:ije apport'unity to lOCate hithem 
unrevealed lo<?ted' Ifbl"&ries may ~e lost., 1,1 ' 

(2) While the re8tor~tion b.w provi~e8 tor jurisdiotion to be 
entrusted to the GeIman 99.Yr:t;.t.. we must ~ake every etton to exclude ' 
the recovery of Jewish olt:J.,tural gro,Pert.Ylltrom the .provision.. beoause 
it would hurt ,Jewish teeling.'.' to~urn o~rl' the question of Jewish oulturel 
property looted. by the GerrO,aIla t~ Germani authorities. 

. 	 ;11 

At this point l1t:.Hem.e.adinger info:nus ,U8 that· Ool.Bernsteia of the 
.Amerio~n Jevdsh Conferenoe proj?Oses thatlithe reoovery otJew1sh oultural 
property should be part and paroel of the general problem ot restoration 
ot propert..,.. : ,~tl 	 . 

~rof,.MioPe.el explains ,the inadviaability,io f tying the problem ot ,Jewish culturai 
,property with that of restoration ot pro~erty in general.. in view at 

the t~ot that the promulga!;lon oftbe 111,,", pertaining te restoration of 
property will take a oonsiderably lon&time.. and will be under the . 
jurisdiotion of the Geman authorities a~ mention.ed abOve. 

: r '" II 
All preS8:[i-.oagree that we 'should endeavor to ae'p~l'ILte the problem. of Jewish 
,oulturalpropert;J froiD. the gener$.l que8~ion of restoration. 

'. ' . .. 	 fi . '. ' 
It 1s deoided that the representatives ?f the World J8\rlsh Congress 
and the Comm~sa:1on. should see G~nen.l, OJ.ay who 1s expeoted to arrive 
in the U.S.A. some time next week.. and discuss with him the entire 

. problem. : i I: 	 " , ' II . 
. 	 :I 

Our 	suggestions .tohbn should be as followa . 	 , 'I:. ., : '!i 
(1) The earliest fonnat1on at a IJewish ~rustee:shi.p. 

(2) All book~ that cannot be .id~ntiti"dllaa well 8.8 books owned by 
", ., 	 .Jewish oommunities and institutioD.S1iWh!Oh IlO longer enst or whioh 

have no :qlOre need for the book., du~ to the decrease of their 
lIlemberslU:,P, should be turne~ over, t~ Jewish trusteeship_ 

(3) 	In the event that. the recovery otJ~8h culturalpropel"ty C&l'lllot 
be excluded from the proVision at t~e draft l&wot' the restitution. 
we should pre,Pare smendmenta to that 1_ 'Whioh 'WOuld eMble the 
formation ot the Jewi sh trueteeaM:.o1 land. the speed1 NOOTery of 
the Jewi'!lh librar1$s wtthin,the frame ot the gen.eral restoration 
law., '\ .1 

' 	 ,I I 

1 " 	'" ..... 1 t\ 03I
bJrc ElO 

,>Ii 
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" ! 
, ' In our l'legoti,liLtlone with the Oonmds:slon on l,*rQpea.n Jewish, Qultural 
ieconstruotion, i'p. which DroKubowitzki took :pa~ on behalt of the World 
Jewiah Qoncre,,,,~~ ~t was agr"d that in :thaJ'~~ C~rJ?OratiQn for Recovery , 
of Jewish Cul~~~~~,,:e~qperty we should be I r.p~esent8d by one member on behal,t 
of the:V(or~i:l.J~~.h<qqpgres8~ oxle member on baH"lt ot the Comm.lt'f;ee for ' 
Reoo:V~11 otJeW1:shC~l't'ura.l Proeerti7 in Europ~~:I, s~i:ru:1Ored W the World Jew1ah 
CO~f.:~i~'~# 9Ila m" (j~ behalf otthe Cemral Ct~ttee ot Ll~rated Jews in 
Bava:r;~~ ,a1:id i~:w,g,,,. ()~ a represen"atlve ot the,IAmerJ,o,an.,Federation of Jews' 
f~ Q~ll1;ral Eu~~{}~'~' ;,gre:rlousq suggeat~ b;y t~f_ColtlIn~s~~o.n. it should be 
Co for the j~,:~t~ction of Rights ~ lnteN,s,It. of Jews :f'J"Qm Gel'mADJ. ~,: 

~'tiiU'o 'I! ',' 
Apart from th¢l.se 4 representatives. there 8~Uld be one member from each 

of t~ :f'ollowing bodiesa I I 

. ,i
The BebrewUniverslty 111 Jerul'.lf\lfJUl .~ j , 

Commission on EuropeanJEmish Cultural Reoonstruotion 

AmeriofUl Jewish Conferenoe ' \, 

Amerioan Jewish Committee I 


Synagogue Council ot Ameriea I 


SF.RK 




, , .., 
t..... 

'. 

Dr. ,kIax G'ruel1e'llH.~.ld 
l~OMillbu.I'!l Ave 
M,!llb\:tr'!:l,~ I9Vl Jere~17 

, 1 should 11k$1.';oE)~1'J'e$s mJT 'p@faon81.f~atlsfaC~1!nt]ztat, 
1.n corm.ec.tlo:n with the settlement of the problema! una 

racov~ry or .Jewishcllli(;lll:"&.l tr~a~ur~l'3 :tn ~~ri!~n1' it ha.s been 

decid(Hito 'if tbeOClunc i1 fOr tb$'f'r0~~(rt10n ,(ili' R"~nt~ 

a...'I'lQ hltere st 8 of J 6W'S fr onl GerlIDlll)yt0 j oi~l tia~ l'anka of the 

ohe.rter l~0\fl'lbe r :!l, of the e o,rp or t'i t 1O'n wktiel;l wli11 pr o'bably be 


,i]l. charge of tak:lng; over ,and r~~d iSbi'1bu.ti~ those treasures. 

v'"",,;' ',,,,,' t' ~.l., ..', ... <> "tl;' "",i~1 r...... l~' ·iL... C' ";""'''''r'''-'''s' 't'1...."t"" v~l v";, ..I, "' .... • ,1", '1!1'''',L ,: -o;J, <f I~'.' , V~:"'lr:" '" ' ~C!,;.'",,'Ll 1iiJ' 

ela.:ime(.S, I'0prc,:3enta:tion foI' t,'be Co'ttn,cil e,nq.: VIas jJ\strl1mental, 

1n baYing the lt~t1.o}:1 6:Ktendecl t(> th€.l'iO'l'l,nCil.. .' 


.1 aJl} 'Writir~ to t-Iilll you t;h&t;th~ V'uH~1 would regard Y0l:lI' 

PF@iHi;)l;H:~$J .d~.. a.r. 1)1"-. C:1'X''l\!u.u.1¢~,I!lt,ld, a.ma,o,g..... . t'lttl>eotops of -cn.."e . 

liJG!ard @,[ the u$weor,pOO'stlt'ft::'. on b.(1';Mlf Ithe Counc·l1 &.s aT,!. 

$ssential c.ofltrlbut,lotl to the eU(;C?'85 of thtlt ~.s a unique 

f>.l;1Q. highly lmpol"ttm,t exper1.m~l1t. ~ you ~ccep'(;, as r h:opf;) 


. yGlJ. vi!ll, we wlll a~k tbs Couneil toappo~rdj yeu as th~ir 
repres.Eltltilltive.! ' .. ' ,! tt, . . " ' 

, ' ,~ I 
I trust that we will have th.o plea sur,0 of worklr\g together 

with yoo on. the, J50ard of Directors Io!'" t.he![Il,ew CQrp.or.atio.11,; 
that this imiJ)~rt~t\t: u.n(3.ertalt.lng, which c;wr~ noVi be realised 
thr'oRS1'l the underst,aIldiI'l~' IlnQ. e. as is,tan.ce 91' the Al.'lerlcan 
SJlth~~tti@s, will have the beniUflt iot' youf" gr€Hl'i; (lutharl.ty 
and e4p~r le:nee· 'i 

I 

II . 
'Ver7t sil:neerelv yours,! .11 • 

~ I 
:A. Lcort ltuboVi it $ki. 
. f 

.1 


AL'K/ 
 Ii 
i 

.1, 

http:lutharl.ty
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COMMISSION ON EUROPFAN JEWlffi CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
, ., affiliated \Vi~h tl' ' 

Conferenoe on Jewish ~lations.J Ino. 
1841 Broadway, aw ork 23, If.Y. 

! 'i 
, 'I 

I 

. 1 April 28, 1946 

Dr. A. Leon Kubowitzki I 
I 

World Jewish Congress 
1834 Broadway II 
New York 23, N.y. 

I
Dear Dr. Kubowi tzki 

I 
! 

' ' 
You are undoubtedly familiar with the work,:,of the pommission on European "ewiah 
Cultural Reoonstruotion. Organized under the ausprces of the Conferenoe on 
Jewish Relations' end sustained by grantsf:tam. the *erican Jewish Joint Dis_ 
tl"ibution Committee, the American Jewish Cqmmitteelj the ,Amerioan Assooiation 
for Jawish Education, and the Conference ox} JewishLRelations, theCormniesion 
has reoently issued its first work entitled, "Tentative List of Jewish Cultural 
Treasures in Axi~;~ccupied Countr:!es. 1t This imPQrr.ant inventary was exeouted 
by the Research Staff of the Cormnission. oomprising:,suoh outstanding scholars 
as Dr. Hannah n.~ndt, Dr. Adolf Kober, Dr.rRaphaelWahler and Dr. Jacob Shatzky, 
working under th~ direction of a Researoh Gamm tteet headed by ProfessorB Marx, 

Freimann end others. ' ,'" " ' II ' 
The Staff of the Connnis Sion haa also aocumulated ~ph material conoerning the 
present whereabouts of tnese cultural treasures. The Conunilssion is really in a 
position to serve as a focal agency in loc~ted and I~alvaging Jewish cultural 
treasures in war-ravaged Europe. It has, for examp~e, established eo:o.!; acts 
with chaplains of' all faiths ,and with gensl\al re1i~r and service organization.s· 
to enlist. their support ,in tracktng down alid presern.ng the remains of Jewish 
culture in Europe.' ,I, I , 

, '. I' Il
The Commission is also engaged in an oxtell~ive program of research concerning 
the pre...war status of the Jewish schools, s1eminarie~ and yeshivoth in Axis_ 
occupied Europa, and in ;the present status 'of the ~~wly reestablished schools, ' 
to ascertain trHdr needs and determine whatl types ~f assistance oan be extended,

l 

to them through the United states. Anothe~ sub-co~ttee of the Commission, 
headed by .l>rofessor Jerome Michael of theC~lUIllbia Law· School, fl.."ld aided by 
a'full-time Research Fellow, is engaged in ~larif' the legal and political 
issues involved in the difficult problems of restit\ ion, reparations, and 
redistribution of Jewish, oultural imd relig~OUS trel~sures. ' 

Moreover, the Commission is planning to ext~nd 'its, ,Ltivities. At the last 
meeting of'the Comm:$:ision it was deoided to; accept I~ suggestion from the Je;vish 
Historioal Society of England that a delegation of'~xperts be sent from Jlrmerica, 
England and Palestine, to visit the various'i;Europe~ countries, to help locate 
the cultural property and assist in its redistributaon, adVise the connnunities 

~ , I 
I 

1 

.i 

http:Countr:!es.1t


- I" 
there 	on cultural and re,ligious programs, ~to. It I~s contemplated that six 
SOholars each be sent from the tllree oount~,ies, .:thel delegation then dividing 
itself into smaller teams of two or th:ee to visit [fndividual sections in. 
Europe and reoonvening n:t a central pOlllt ~or pur~~es of final dellberatlon 
.and decision. Some of the cultural treasures may u~timate ly be' transferred ' 
to Palestine, the United states or other copntrieS~t 

, 	 . tl ' 
In order to be able to go ahead with out prpgram, ~~ is necassaryfor us to 
raise an additiqrial $15,000 at ,least. As a: centra~: org8.'lizationin Jewish , 
life, the World Jewish Congress would undouptedly wish to 8.881 st: the work of 
the ConnnisSion, which at, this jWlOture we believetb be of decis,i\ira importance 
for the welfare and perpetuation of our peo1;:le. 'w~l thereforeinift.E:> you to 
contribute the sum of $5,000 to the Commis slan on ~ropean Jewlsh: Cultural 
Reoonstruotion thereby matohing the grants bt'the JLbint Distribution Comm1ttse, 
the American Jevrish Committee, and the Conference oil Jewish Relations to the 
Commission.' , Ii 

...:':;.: 1\ ' ' ,', 
I shall be delighted to 'answer any questionS that ypu might wah ,to rais e~a'bPv.t 
the program. BrA activity; of the Colmnisslon.f We areHvery eagertO,enl1st your' 
support so that all the major Jewish organizations may be united<:balfind the 

(I ' "',""
Commissio:n an EUropean Jewish 9'Ultural Reconstructi!i.,>",i; 

" ~ ! 

J Very. t1rulY yours,
. I 

(signed) Salo .J Baron 
1 Chairmfm,II . ...... <..'. 

P.S. 	 Under separate cover we are sending y.ju a copy' of the first pUblication 
by the Commission entitled" nTentaii~List. ot Jewish CUltural TreasurES 
in Axis-occupied cOuntries .: !I 

j II ' 
. 	 'I, 

'j 

\ 
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(SOMMlSSlON ON C:UROPEAN jE\X1lSll t::ULTUR1~L~k(ECONSTRUCTION 
. : . , affiliated With:~ .' ", tI . 

CONFERENCE ON JEWISH RELATIONS; INC. . 

': 1841 Broadway, Ne~ Yor~ 23, N. Y: ~I 
Telephone: Circle 5-7826 

f
Chaif1lulIJ /'.. 

I 
I 

SALO W. BARON 

SureJaries 
URIAH Z. ENGELMAN 

KOPPEL S. PINSON 
 June la, 194'e 

I 


COI/Jmi/tee 011 Coo/HiTa/ioll II 

HORACE M. KALLEN. 

Chairman I
COII/millee 01/ Legal Prob/ellls. . , 

JEROMEMti~t.;'';~ Dear Dr. K~bow1tzki: I 
Committee Oil Research .' /1 

ALEXAND~,:l:!!;. Thank you for your letter pf J.up~r 14 (file ref. ALK:fh) 
, Il<:'Je<11chDellal'/1Itelll in which I learn with regret tha~i because of what you 

HAtiNAH ARENDT refer. to as the recent extension,lofthe scop~of the 
ADOLF KOBER 

CI14i""'''''Conmiission~s act iv1ties, •the Cong~ess will not assist 

ERNEST MUNZ the Commission financtallYr" "'f . 


Whil,e. I dol not question the deoi~110n of your· Executive 
,in this regard, I think that in t:he interest of accu­
racy! ought, to correct ant error I,in your letter • It is,' 
,incorreot, to say: th~t the!Commi~sion has only recently 
begun to frame and pursue genera+; polic ies, thereby en­
tering a field previously covered by the Congress and 
its Department of Culture/and Edu'cat ion. It is ,true 
that the Commission, like );heCo#ferericeon Jewish 
Relat ions by which it was orgailized, was ,originally in..;. 
tende,d to do research only, 'and fro put'the fru it s of '" 
its resear,ch at the disposal of political organizations, 
including your own.Howe~er~' a ~ear ago, ,we discovered 
that no steps whatever were being taken to rescue Jewish 

. cultural objects in Germa:qy ,and ,~he occupied. cOJ:iritries. 
We also learned that these. objects were in grave danger 
'of physical deterioration :andd1~persion. Because of the 
inertia of, other organizations, ~t seemed necessary to 
us, as you put it, to frame and pursue general policy. 
However, we acted at all times Hi conSUltation with 
members of other organiza1aons itt6luding yo-qr own. Indeed, 
until, for the reasons set forthHin a letter which I wrote 
to Dr. Federbush on June 1,p and Rf which I enclose a copy, 
we regretfully reached the conclusion that we could not . 
name the Congress as one of the prganizatlons which ,accord­
ing 'to our ,plan, will nom~natet*e Advisors to the Trustee, 
we were working in complete ha:rm~ny with Dr. Fede~bush, who 
had agreeq that the Congress would make proposals to the . ' 
State Department idEintioa~ with 9ur own. 

Some week~ ago, after a 6dnferen!~ewlth Dr. Evans of the 
Library of Congress, we evolved i~ p.lan aC,cordingto which 
the .Libr~y of Congress w~s to br~ made the Trustee of the se 
Jewish cultural objects and to ~ich Dr. Federbush agreed. 
However, after further conferenc'es with Dr.Eva:l s end eon.­
ferences with representat+ves of,/the State Department, we. 

I
I '~1" ~ f) 8 
i 110.1. 1J . 

. 1 
I 

i 



I 
2 - I I . 

. . . . .... 1\ . 

. thought 1t; necessary to abandon! that p.roposal. I: am, 
. therefore, all,the more disturbed t;o I~eam from the 
June 1946 issue of your Information Bulletin that your

• . , : 	 .. I' ,
Department of Culture and Education 1s;1 apparently still 
adhering to this abandoned plan, whicH1is iriconsistent 
with the one which on June 5, 1946 we \SUbmittedto the 
state Department and to which, withth;~ one. exception 
to which I have :referred,' Dr. Feilerbush agreed. Mt\f I 

, 	 ,,'I 
say also that 1~ seems to be ve~y unfoitunate that 
while these proposals. are being consid'ered in the Stat e 
Department they 'should be publicized. lIlt will surely 
make the work o~ the State Dep~tment more difficult. 

, , ' 	 fI 
I 	 " ',II

You may J of course, rest assureq that whatever the out­
come of this unfortunate differe,nce pfllopinion, the 
Commission will 'cooperate with ~he Con~ress in every 
possible way in an effort to att,ain oui' oommon goal.

l \1 , I 
Sincer~,l yours, 

f)~" ~~ \ >!~ 
, . 	 L/VV /r~.Z il ';P 

Jerome ..,Miohae~ 
. Aoting Chairman 

I,'" 
I 
I

Dr. A.Leon Kubowitzki 

Secretary General 
 I 
World Jewish Congress 

1834 Broadw~ , 

New York 23, N. Y. 


encl. 
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J (90MM1SS10N ON EUROPEAN JEWISH ~ULTU1F- f(ECONSTRUCTION 

Ch,li'lllall . 
SALO W. BARON 

Secr~tad(Js 
URIAH Z. ENGELMAN 

KOPPEL S. PINSON 


Committee 011 Coi)jJel'a:iOtl 
HORACE M. KALLEN. 

Chairman 

CQmmilJeQ all Legal Probl elll,! 

JEROME MICHAEL. 
Chairman, 

Committee all Reseal'c/} 
ALEXANDER MARX. 

Chairman 

UeJllarch Depaf/lltell' 
HA"'NAH ARENDT 

Chaif'mUH 
AD,OLF KOBER 

ERNEST MUNZ 

'. affiliated witl}; . '\l . ", . 
CONFERENCE ON JEWISH RELATIONS, INc. 

. , 'j,' fl 
1841 Broadway, .New YOlle 23, N. Y'I 

Telephone: Circle '·7826 . ! 
.l 

Jul1",29, 1946 

'Dr.' A•. Leari ltuboW1tsJd. . 
World Jewish Ooaeress 

·.1834BroadV8.7 
. B,v York 23, Jlew York 

Dear Dr. KUbow1tBJd.: 
. . .. I ~ ,. . 

Please for81" flit de'lay in repl11Dgto 'lour letter 

of ,Ju:q12tb, which has been a;ato a (teries of misadVentures. 


, I "f8r'1 muchresret that ;you taid not find lQ"letter 

of June 18tbpersuasive. It.~.i~ quite It.ru, tb.at frienal1 co­

opera.t1on aces not 1mp11, the grant of ~ 8ubsid;y) ana, we have 

not sou8ltt, a grant frClll the. (JoDere8s c# tbAt }qpothesis. We. 

have sought: it becatlBe 'We have, aone 1ndi8pensable research 
. . , .' II " I 

the fruits of which haT8 been ~eful ~ ,and utilizea 'bT/the 

Oongress and which the Oonsres~ would ~ve· haa to do ~ we not 

acm.e it. ,You aeDT us aU on the sro~ that. we aleo,4tntered 

a field whiCh theOangresshad :.s-.ehoy~;mua.seato pre~t, 

althoush wh,en we entered it,it:haa the\1appear~.·", of/a vacUlDl. 

~iS'8u.ssestB that _are being deniea laid as a pmitive 

measure, ani! , tor.'IIf1 part, I think that the 'pmiehment hardl1 

fits the cr~. . ': II. .'. . ' .. ' , 

I 1had not been aware:tbatja'i ;you putlt, aur1ng . 

the, laet veeb the whole prob. of safeeuard1ng our cultural 

treasuresluia'aga1n been &hel.,..a. ~e l~act 1s .that _ have 

been anit1ngaction uPQnthe~J.an whi~ we ,subll1ttea to the 

Stab.' Department and which the,Oongressl e:ii49l"sea With same 

qualifications. In the interval there lhas been V8l"1 little 

whiph couU ,be· aone b'l us or, ~t8 far' aslI can see, b;y' azqone 

else. In 8.'D1case, Dr. FeaerbtlBch has Inot 1St seen fit to 

aiSCUBS the matter With me;. 1,\ 


I 

. 
· 

.It 

,rcerel1 :;~ 

.' 

.' 

.'., 

. . · n· ..... __ u..u~ . 
'1 .'. tt.cJt 
Ir . ., 


· Jercme Michael 

JIUmjm 1\ 
 .'i 

. '. 
.',) 
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lul, 1,. 1946 

Prof" .torome !~10ha81. Aatl118 ~ , 

Oommie:slo11 on l~J"C'" 'erie ou.t:tUNJ. a8ooutnsotlea 

1141 Broadway; 	 :1:' I 

New Torit..f,!3, ;N. T" 
:, 

Dear Prof. Mlobagl. 

'l'h. un~~llel:ed ,!'NEumn of vo~: tUr.l.DgtFh8" heetledaye ha.. 

to m1 .1Jlee~ irugnt, JH"9van'ted 11$ 11"011 aaewQl'"188 yftUr letur 

of J'uDA 18th $ooner" '1, 'I 	 ' '. ' 
I 	 WldtlU"stand that 10\1 ha.,elhlanwhl1e bac M excbansl& of' GemIIIUl1­
_'10_ with Dr. N. Gol~.aa<t" tha.:t, nd 'aderWsch has a.lae ' 
m th." to ,...... 	 ·i: r 

I hav.,glven A.refUl oona1(fer&tlo~ 'toth~rcontltftill otTour'lette", 
but I fWGt $il.y;,the.t I cant, t1nd~hat1~ l~siCftl17 conradt"'. 
whet I "'rote to rou. The fact that the 'OOmmles1011 011 :ilUropeaa 
J'ed. Cultul"$l Ritaoll.truot1oll nteJ1d.d the aeON of itlJ aotS,"'t18. 
1. alae aolmovledged b, 1OU, &Cd 1t.s tar e1~ I' UO ,1l1tormed 'tb9 WOrld 
:ewlsh CINIgl'G•• wail _t coIlGUlte«(I: "'$tQ;'~ advisabillt, of lRleh ' 
an enlal"lementi aftho 00a1d8.ion'~ &et1ft~1"JII. Mandly eo-opera.­

, 	tlon wMab we are eurely anxious ~ SfiJe.) ~~&olishod and ma1ntlalaed, 
dOea'" ••08.~r1~7'1mpl1 the S""'1»a,~~ttI11-nc1al _baldl"" , 

The caueat10n ot the pullic,,:Uon ot ttl$: 14bl'lU'J' of OoDiNSB' aah... 
by the %D1o".Ue' Baallnla of, fM4r: De~.t of 0.1_,.. t\I2d 1'Idtil­
oatlca 18 toda7 - '10,,8" a1_fl.~~; XH-.m no't fall11iM' afN&b 
wlih dtWelopmat. to 1M lD a poeitloa to evaluat. ~'. 

' ...........~e:ot atU.t.wle u 	 ft. Iul1et1a
w.~~ .. 1t81'r-''1"8. 
Nferored to the, pl_ ae l tenet.., ,.tlU"., t.t was abit.ndelled .". 
fOUr 0_1"'819 aewell ae by ttle':,World:Sew1eh OoDgNM. 

: j , i' ~, f . ' 
'i I 

" , 	 I 
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I 
M, U. 1946 

I 

I 
j 
I 

I , I 

It .••_. \Ia1'O"",,",to17. that ",rJ.the l~ tew ..... the 
, whole problem of' -toauaJ'\1SDs our cultuNlf:\rea&lN8 1m. 88&la 

been, ehelyecl. I W:USe,..,taad that; Cr. hderbUeeh1ataDdo 110 die­
cu•• V1tb 10U thl. V.IT cl181Urld._ ,ie1tu&tlOD.

' " , U 

SiaGerely 1Oure. 
I 
I 
I 

A.
J t.eo., Kubowt.ts1d. 

" 

II 
1'1 

I 

I 
i 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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1 
Memo 

'fo: Dr. lfubowitzki 
From: Dr. Xarbach J;u1y 5, 1946 

'I 
i 

'-. 
During the last few dayjsI urgeclthe Department for Cu1tu;-e and Education . 

at least three times td' gir8 me the oppor~itYt6\ diseuss with them 

the answer to be given ~to the attached le~terfrO~lhof. Michael. Finally, 

an, lIednesdq, I insis_ted en gettingba.ckthe letter which was still in " 

their files and only then wasl told by Di. B1a.tti~rg tbAtthe whole ' 

si,tua~ian ha.,s meamt'hl1easS1pIled ~ new ,c~actert ~~Prof., Michael addressed .' 

I thiDk two ,letters to~Go1dmannand'Dr~Goldina:D.n aJJJlWeredthat in 

due time he, will personally ta.keup the '~tterof !~subsidy for the Baron ,,' 


, 8cmm1ssion. " " . .~', If 
I don't kJiow.whether you have been kept informed apou.t these developments 
but, 1 was certainly not familiar with them,. ,Dr. ~:lattberg was gOod enough, 

! to show me copies af Dr. Goldmann's answe~ to Pr~fl. Miehael. 
, " '".' Ij ,

Under these cond.1tions1t seems that Prof' .,; Miehaelj'S letter, shQu,ld, go into 

the files. 
 ·1 ... I 

/ 

J 
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June 14. 1946 

. I ' 

Deal' ~t..._.l•.11 .:1 ' , 
Le' .e npa '1, ..,.1...1..'01' ~be 1)JIa"'~b1. dalal' 1. IV ".1'17 te, the 
",_, ot "'-. C......., ••• Iaro.,.. I ..... C1i1'.a1 Deco-'noU•• ·ftJr 
aCOJlul_~loa of $6,,000. ' '; . ti ' , " . 

.. ue pteaeeltolaeartlwl' ,.. .........I.~_ .1lUtO..... ,.eal!s..... 
,lts 000,.",,,•• of .. ~l'f. 11__ .tli-"" lewis" eebelalll'a 
.•• _ ..t.." ad ".c~ .ltll .... t.at.... ' ,he "hataU•• U.' of 
-'814_" ·Oaltval, , ..... 1. AaU-~el'lc..1ti••• .,.ch ao doubt " 

. a 9.., ..&1_le pleoeof ....~ .... ." . I ' , 
, '.1 1Ito.... 118 10.· an....... tbe 1'01'14 leWl'~ Coag,...•• '.. "the area"Oil of 


ltD De»__.' of OUtDe ......._ h~" .......blSl.Bi'od__ch. 
am.'be.. of "'_CKnltl."e. 'bas 10lIl .t..,••'abl1."" ___sa.., 
macl11.., to make'" owa 0"''''''''''0•. \0 a. JaI"""t .... 'of leriell 
nltvel Z"ee..'ruet1oa on the we.r-ftVas.I!OODts.a••, of ,IwrO", 

DVi.,. the I."!'...... 1I01J:1 o......,o.!!.. pe.tl, ~~etl .. Ie... ' 
.ft.. 80U"•• ' OI'Iigt.-.u,la'.-_t4 .,.. the ,....~. -t4~. ota 

..... ot.~.. at ,tM '1.....s. of the l$wiall ,..P1•• ' __,Oommi"aloa 

baa r_.ur ..... t. tr.. ~ ~_ c~n1 JOl1al.....-.'F .,_... 
a fteld ..........b oovent bl the WOJ'14 lrileh CDD«r.. fAII4 ·lta De»ar".'
0' Cult.. _ ._atln. . , II .. ' ,.. 

'. . . I . , ','
To4a¥ ,be ....14lnl.ll Co,...... 1s: celled Qo_ lt7 ·'ovO......loll '0 ... 

, " ,1 1-,'"".' . 

elUN.ti"'ti."bleb Ul, CCl_~' t.aB. 11..-11 .... ~_ OIS 10,. a , 
1-. u.. _. 0_ ••e:ll..." •• ba1'l....e'Nl' 00_14__,"" ,........ 

, ......,l't4q ltat...., ,be,.. 1. no poe.i_lI.t,. 9.1 ma'kSaa".14 Jnt• 
. (Je........ ,.... ·8"alla1l1. '0 tIMC.,...••l • ..t:I_ ",,,,,,.oCul\'Qa>alBe­

cbS'ruotion. ) /1 . 
: ,I '. . ' 

It t.19 otwiG1IS \ba' 0" 0..._ ..'10• .,.tl._ ill 7O'Wl nlll8Uld.oaUoll 

&d'S iB q'ldte. ~1f...., ,poe1tl••' Ii . . . . .... . . 

I , ..., tbat ,OU alIA tbe • .,en of ,OU Co.l••ln wlll .481'8\ad \he 

41ft..... ,. \l\e ,.proaehof \he 101'14 J.,...hCO..,...•• aDA tbat u.. 

,,"Jehtl.. "weeD ov.r .........t10. w111!lpr~ee41D 8'aC1l e "8'1 asto 

.0.. etfteln' dI'k ora ,he Wi. t of tt.\e I'" PltJG8 ua tor ,he lat... 

~cH.1S ... evemt1lal nUstrlbuUoa of tbe .,....b· oultV'al ' .. ea8l1J1'Ct8 1 • 

....pe.: II"I: 

, . ' 8l__e1,. 10""1. 
'I 

A.Leon bbovl.~U;J.
ALX:fh 

5 ec"e~aJ7 &ea.,.a1 
. . .. ·1 

, 1 

,I 
I 

, 

http:ma'kSaa".14
http:14lnl.ll
http:C1i1'.a1
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...., ....,. I .... • 'ella.,.. C!l&'~. Coum1~tee on Legal Problems 
001II1.8'.8 OS lUG,.. Jmall a1l1'\I1"el ll....tnctloD . 
1M131'O..., ., ti 

»." ,.rk 23.I~ T. . !. 

Dear bot.....'...... .. . Ii . . 

, , ., II 
Le' •• "Hal•._. a"1-'81_ 'or ., uaa ..... k1ale tel., la.,. hplJ to •• 
.....' .t .;Q...., .... - BIro.. """'" 0111,..41 B...tl'llOtl•• tor 
a ••W111"'lOB of $"000. . .'. ..... '11. ..'." : .. . . , 
we ... pl...... ,t. """.'''' o..t,.,,,, ...1100....... 1.-.11."..

' .....,...'1•••' ..,~t..........tr-..., l..,u".e.tiols,ft ta 

W8 ooetm 6ai... " ...... dUt.lI\1Ob'Dt,...,·,•. .,.taU,8.U.t.t 
I_t•• C\4tva1 ,1'.....". ,. ~CRl:I4"'1 Ooubll!ll8." .wht.ch DO· 4fru.lJ' 1. 
a .., .al_le pt.."••, ...~.-.. ·.',1\' .., .... '. '.:.. . 

_ .... 81 ,." ate ....... "10~141.Jb c...,...•.• the.GNat,o••t . 

ltD »,,-"':0' ·0111-.. &ad ...." .. ~ ... ~l Slmo. lad"-" 
" .......f ........., ........ l~.l.eJ~'t,\'ll..Jae4 ... ~8'" ,
1DaCI1'd...., to .... , .......t .... ""10. to f~ ......., .... 01 Im.1l
ct14,...,.. .......bv.ou._ .. \be 'II~N.~"i ••,la.-'ot...... . ...•' . 


•. JI .. 

»VI..... laa~t_ _ tID .,.,. O~....t.~: ltaa .•Na'~ ........ the DCO,. 

.f , ••0"...........t~ ...... \0' P,lt *' .,.. ....... •t. 

IftllP ot,...1,. at ,- " .....t,ot ... ~,.... peoJ~. ., 04Itmd..... 
.. •_.~ .... to fI'''' aa4."-B~hl9011Ql•• ~',.a""D8, 
a ,tel4 .........\r ....... '7 "'0102'14 ' ••h '_1"._ -'Ita D~_B' 
.,OU... " ...Uoa. '1 II " 
to"" ,be ••14 48""'a Co...... l.:e&Ue4 '. " ,...C......'nto ... 
• ,,,•• _\lv"" ....ch •• 0_""" ba'··~".lt HeB .",,",,1t8 .. t.r a' 
,........ _. : 0 .. IRetiMl"•• ,"'\'1...~~1tco.l"e4 ,... 1'-...' • 
•..-''''''' .,.....t ,•• t.'·R~ ,".l~ll.'" .,~ ..141"',,, 

• O~. ,.. aVallable ~ the 0....10D'.. ~Jed Jed... C'al,...al Be­
.....Uoa. I . .I 
" 1.."'1~ Wla' ... (lJ"caal_UODI _lta._ la .,... oeUllaloett".' 
... b ,,.ate a U«--.., ...ltlora.f ..'1:, '.... ' ... 

! ,.., .".11 aDd tile ....... o~ ,OVoo-1.8'_ wlU ......... \be. 

, 4l'fctHllOelD tbe ....oaa ot the .oJ'14.r~.h co........· alii that __ . 

~.....'l......"'-11 ov .......U~wlll!\,.,..ee41B._a ..,. G8 W .. 

as... etftelea' .erk _ \118 W1,'.f ,_ ~ ,","all ,.,. tM .at.. , 
paJ'di., .. __'wa1l'e41s'rih."~ of t¥ leWllllllcn:a1.tG.1'a1 ',,_su...l. 
IUO,. 'i' ,[ 

• i lDO.ell T0'Gl'tl. . 

ALX:th A~L$_:; h.wl'~ 
., .. I.· .

S........:r-,.,. leaehl
, I 
! 
r 
f 

http:ba'��~".lt
http:10~141.Jb
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!Jew York. 2,i. PI.1. I 

\ 

, I 
" ~ '1 " 

'1be, ~el$dprel!ltU" ofvork d\lf'!l.lii these beetLe days bee, 

to rq .1.WSs're rogre1i, p,..vlffttettlmG trOm'!emsw9r1»a 7001:'" let"sr 

of 1"M181:h, sIooner.' " , ' tl:, ',', , , , 


I w:u18reta.Dd tba.t you have MMlwhile had an exoh&nge of e~~.. 
_,10_ \4.*' Dr.~. Goldrle.l.ul, ,and t114t D1"'. Ye4e.rOueoh hOo. 'til. 
Wl"lttea ,io rOU. ,:, :1,", I\ " ,,', ' , 
I hay. ",,,en '06r&McoWJ1deration :to~o eont~nts(}f 7Qur lctt<U", 
.tl;..." .., tM.t I -.at, ,t1ad that ltl \)Il,d.oe.~l1 c.()ntrat1t~ _ 
What I wrote to 1OU. 'ill. i&ct th9.t t.he fbOllJm1881on()n~uropeaa , " 
¥ev1ah, Oultw'Gl, ~....tNc.on ~~ ~e SOO,. .flta ."lntS,•• 
,.. &1110 aclcnOwlQd&e4 or ~I a.nd:'... tar IMJ 1 am laformeci the WOJllltS 
ZevS.ah Co-ress \$. AO'G oO&l.liMllte4 aetothe advtsabl11ty ot._ 

'ea .u.1UfS--t of the OoilllJ1e.~'8 aoti:d."l". Wriendly eo-ope .... 
tloa _.' we We 8\U'e11 ar.t.Deu8;i ~ ••• ~'.t.bli.ed and '!Jaiate.Laod, 
do...·,. ....eae.r1l11mply the 8Nat1D8 or flM;ne1al subsidies. 

, "! 'I'! I ' , 
Th$ .....lcm.of the JI'll)l1.a,\1on 0' the I4bl'lalT ot CO_N88· sah81De 
1>1 .. IIlfON4•• Iul~1a Of oQrOe~_t 01 CUltur-til &nd' w.du­
•••• i" tottav _ lcma....IB1ft.oad. '·1 Mi DDt f&a11114r ~b 
~. c:tevelopmets to ... 1... po~t1_ to\\&WL1uaw 1I&_d.~·8 


........... t'!laaifP ofat'U.tude aa well .. s.t. -U"... The .t..lletia 

, ref'e1"Jl'8t.1 to tht ,1_ •• it etd.ate4 befori. ·tt .... abaDdGaEul'bf . 

your Oemmie_OIl as woU," b.V th~ 'World l~wieh tlct»Ire... . 

: \ 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
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, ; fro,!, : ,f , "\ 

WORLD lEWISQ' CO~GRESS " 
: W ASHINGTON,OFFIC, ,E 1'1 

To-,- Dr. Leori<~bowitzki 
8"',tna"",,- JSJ!d, 1946 

From­ ',.J~l~:~~ltlE : ", ,,' , , ',,',', ",', 

~,'~~•• ~durln&.wM"h,w•.disoussedt~: OUl"i>~til'l ~t.t~~t.o. n'" 
.~~.~",:':~~,;~~lZ;t.~;':t.o04.tI~, ,.\ .~J'GDI~:e~tft.ba.,.~.• f!'e>1l 
'~l,~~~:tJ::to :ll~e'.!heatr.. .tattngt~'~,O'h ,the !War ~tlD.D.', 
~,i'~·i,.t.~:,J~.Jj)q'__""'8tJ'f)...q"."~de4: ~h~t!l.aa"Jml'~'" 
,,~·,,;!.,,~~~:"~)ne.:~·!l'Gr9lJ;p. 4* :,,-. t:t,le"li has 'b..... ' 
::~W:~~:',~ .~.. ~.~.~~~i.b.Cl_" tbo 
'.~.i4lU',tD.l,thc"U1~,.l"sa;\1l1.W1l1o~a.loa aodt.ttl_ln•• 
len' th:~h,~~lt~'iou.t ef,'tlie .Jlaa.' ' "i: '" ' , ' , , 

,~ ~ ': 
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TO:Dl". 'fitder~soh OotOber 3. 1.946 


'<... I'lrom:Dr. i'al'ba$ 
 IIt·. . 
'. . ~ 

Yesterday 1ClU requcabeci me 1;0 Uke. ~8U~ft8 tor the 
\1tfii1't.H.Uon 9'.~'" l>~. 8Utl08SS IOU bat~a.leV.t11IN~Hlft8the· ~." 
aeqQ.l.~lt~o '. '.' ..CQ.~~tJ'fUl8Ure8~.~o9bedb:r .1~b.i'J --.ls, aid . . 
~lr'\ll'_ ·dis,nlJ",Uoe. As .1:811'8&41 poln'eooat,.... 
,a~. ,~,.,~ t9r'sr&~~,. 1·8."~ that eyefybod¥i~' as ~l·U••J' 
wtt.ll;.~ ;l,arge aetllu.. ot C~.8U ,aonele.! as '1116 a~. It. wou,14. 
thel"et9~. bea4vlaa~~ 10 mo))~l. andio, on.. ~.1n deaonnnt.,., 
ln~nlapre.alve wa, ,'the to~. b8hS;ftd, the World 1 ••1Sh Oong.re'.UII.
'.' . . . .•.. ..'.,";;' 4L ~ . n' .,' 

SfiIBG of wr OOIlSt! t\lenclea whlCh have to be eare1'Ully ... 
: . . . . 	 ';;'.' '.. '. II .. 

• electe4 shOUld"t.hereto" , . be approa~.4J.ir.d:ae41at.l¥ wl~ the vi.w 
to their C~~iJ.ratlon~,;~ft&. the tQ~0.~iti&:,llne8' II . '. ". 
l-~Y have to~·tl#0rIP4 ftot on),yof':the l'esu.lh a.oh1eY.4.~t '. 
at l.a,.. of :eome or tllle grea' dlttlcul:ne••h1eh~,0uU:4'oovelr~ 
to aObleya thetaYOlib~'re8ul' and. t~ • .,aure \o.\the ~lJ"O 1ta apv:ro.P;l'l~ 
at. po'U..tlOft· \'Q..Uljin ·~e whole plan.; . I 

, .,. 	 I 

..... :. I 	 . '. 
2- T'i1elilflt"qt\sit.ueruU,.~;"Otilldbe "q~.8;~e4 to8.r~89 ·tldel r . thank~·}". 

· aftt's.n,v"."tor ~L.& at'""'4&, un~••t~ul4tD&6nO:~B18tance .l"end,rH 
and},lz.eDilsed tor &}:.et"l\u''e tlJthe apIi.~nat.a4;th~r1U~sot tlni;,p·~S.
'rhe•••I:aeg88 Cilou14'perhaps be .ad4nu~~ dlreQt:t.i: to .the l)8.P~~t . 
Of altf"·t.)~~. Game .... aa we ursed ;i~r cC!nl8ti.i.en~••to appro's. 

· ta-.JWn;ft".....U, 8~:t81 sDtAe agO~:f". . . II ,." 	 , 
.~;. It. ,goe8~~.1 'h0\lt~~Il6\ha' theae _8sa.ae8~~ld ,CO'IlVEll'" to th~. 

8ta1)e DGptlrtmefitthe ~:reaslon ~flt the'conaU til:i4lmo1a8'reprcl the',.". . .' ":"'. .. .... . ",'. . . ·"'f '. ,. . . iI" .- "",-' :-. 
we ... and the ·'110 only';';' a.taeir .1ep.Umat,eapo1i8l11i&n and as tlle<..' . 

. 	paml(l"~'·,otthelr lntel'eeU..•8tal'ae~~J~e, .018'~~A" 01' .re.....Oq4.~:~1'~19n 
[uid' r8.-41~\r1but10ftOf· tn. oultural. t~~~rea 1.a!ron08rned. . .'" 

..;. . . . . II 	 ,
4- I lon" th,lUthat.auoh an a:ppea1.~.oW.d ·bea44,..aae4 to all ov 
conet11;\1enotea. 'Iis.'h.ft~ exceptl~t'ls t b8'¥.aUS8 ~h08~1 01"tn81Dwhoa.;;~ 
l'emJUilnts d11 D8 Pl'eIot.!tal1;y pull '1n titie' {)pe1t1ort It{.)t expl':Opriate4 .... 
part1e••ould not b.1,J'lcluded. On the other l:I.and, '.& mo\)illz~t1ofl 
ot all cout1~enOl.a.u1U!llde ot· _rope. and ot·a Iseleoted number . 

p
10 Europe ought"' to .bea &INaehe4. ~~....: . :·Il. . .... 
8-Perhaps 1t ·",ouldb.e advisable to 8 ilk the cSoftstltueaole. at the' 

................, .......... .. ... ...... .......... ....."., ...... " 

_ame .~.1m.eto J·Ol'ft1'd. tueir nee,de to w( a8: tar as i,heultlmate n-" 
dlat:ribUtion oft.b.eeultural ,trMsure.: 18i eoftcern&ci. 

".: :i . ··tt .' 	 . 
lahou,ld lik' to 844 that a'U~at1on _Q\U.d beg1vEul. 1ft. timet . 	 ,. ',' . '. I' . '. 

to t.i:u~ lega.l problelll8 ·lnvolve/l 1ft tberedlatl'ibutlon of books ;pal;'ti ­
· cular17 aste.r 8.aemalle.r 1ns11itu.tion" 'ill learning are oorioerl'lad -'\ 
wnich, ot 00\11'.e., df.)eSn'. t. ..e .., JrSl ty, etc'. .o.erta1n11l011.1deth ......,.~.tie.bre"Uft1y 

I	 
­

eguarantecs Vi,ill ue raDOeSSal'Y to p:r~~1t ~ultl1ral!trea8Ul'e8a.es1gned1 
to them from bel!'1g re"",sold. aut this /Will pl'obubry. be tsken \lp1 n 

ooopert.tidn '¥v1 th ~he OOl!Jll.1ss1on. . .1 . 

I 
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, 
! .!2.- The Members of the Off,ioe Committee . i..1:. 

! FROMa Dr.S.Federbusb II I' 
'I FollowiDg is the copy ot 8. let~+r received from the Assistant 

Secretar,y 0; State, wbichmay iiterest you. 

o f! 
P . II 

Yi 
I

ASSIStANT SECRErARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON I. ,. I 

Se ptember 18,1946 

I 
I 

I 
Dr.Simon 'edeFbaah i

IDr.Arieh 1'artakower. 
World Jewt.eh Congress" I 

18K Broadway" I 
New, York City,23.New YTrk• . .·1' . 

Dear 81J"Bt .1 . t,: I . . 
I have ;your jointlel'ter of Aupst 30,,1946 modifying 

your earlier progosala relatlv~ to thellouBtocly aDd ultimate 
disposltion of Jewish rel1g1ou~ and ou~tural objects in Germany 
and Austria. .Ii. 

As 1 have 1ntoJ"1l'184 P!-otessorJ.UCh .... l who,. by letter of . 
August 26,1948 mad. BhlU..,. 91'01'0• ..,11 on· behalf of the Commis.lon 
on EUrDge&n,. Jewish lul'tura.l . Reoonstruction. this GoVGrmileut . ·i8 . .I' .. .... 
.;ymgathetlo' to the cbjeoti'N8 of your,P.rOpoaa1e andbelieY'8. that 
they are g~raUy acce,.cable.f· In rletf ot the taCIt thattbelr 
ezeou1lion requires tbeaupport:am1 ceopentlou 01 the usrone. in 
Gel'llUUlJ ad Austria, the War Departmen~ haaben-requested to' 

. fOJ"IRrta aynop.lil of the proposal. ,to~ Ithe US Commanders· tor thelr 
detailsd oomment. t I 

! I 
When replies are received·I ~hall communicate with you 

tartur•. . Ii 
tl 
S1neere~ yours,
!l ' . 

(SCd~ J.a.Hl11dring 
ASl!Jieltant Seoretal"V' 

'I -" 
1 
I, 
I 
I 

II 
I'
I 
I 
.I 

I! 

II 
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Jan'1ry 31, 194'7 
I 

TO: Office Committee 

FROM: Dr. Federbush 
i IiII . 

Conference on Recovery of Jewish~ 
i 

Cultur,al Property 
Held on January 30. 19:t7. If 

I, I 

Present: For W.• J .• C. - Dr. Simo:nFederb~,sh, Dr. Wolf 
.Ialattberg 

For the:'Com,nission onEUrooean Jewish Cultural 
Reconstruction - ProJ~essor~1' Salo w. Baron' 

and Jerome Michae~ 
.' . J II 	 . 

Professor Micha.el entered into priv~~e conv:ersations with Mr·. 

Hemena1nger of the State Department and asIa result of these 

discussions he expects t11e State Dep~rti!len~! to approve in .. ­
general the competence C[ the trusteeshlp als outlined by rep­

z:esentatives of t.he. ~orld Je-';isn Congress ~rd the Commission 

aur lng the conference 'With General C~ay·. ]~ is understood 

that this competence snould remain the sam~: regardless of 

whetner a joint trustee.snip or a separate dhe for cultural 

proper ty ',vould be formed. li..!I., 


, 	 J' I . 
During trle discussion, Professors Baron andi Michael'1)'Tere 1n 

favor of a single trust~eship and g:ave a s ~bei r moti,res fi ­
nancial, as well as 6rganizational-r~asorisJI ". 


I pOinted out that a ; sepa~ate truste~ship Jb prefera'hle be­

cause of the dan~erto ~hich the books in G~rmany :vould be 

exposed in case. of fUrther delay. Some of [the precious . 


/ book collections may' d isappearor b'e 11 gree. tlly damaged by the 
time the joint trusteeShip ;';ill be aole to~tartfunction~ 
ing~ I al so- stressed the fact that .in the ineantime UNESCO 
may put for"7ard claims to the CUltural treasures no-v stored 
inGermany, as I -:cas, informed latelyiby ouri observers in 
UNESCO" Mrs. Klausner c..nd Dr. Steinberg of our London office. 
I further explained to them the..t a joint tr~steeship oan be 
taken into consideration only under the follo~ing conditions. 
according tothedec-isions of our Office Co~ri1mi ttee: . . 

. , ' 	 ,t! 
1. 	 That it '",ill be formed in t~e verY!1 nearest 


futme. I 

Z. 	 That its activities ':'1ill be :restriFted to 


Germany. ....: It·· 

3. 	 That the operE.tin~ agency si?ould n,cpt be named 

in tne by-laws of the trust~eship ~ut that 
their nomination be reserved for.t~e board 
of d irec tors'.1 i 
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MEMQ 31, 1947I Janty{ " tl 
~. That s),ecial status with re~ardt~! culturala 

property should be suaranteea+ fortq1ose mem­
bers of the trusteeship whoh~ve de~lt with 
cultural recovery until now (WorldJlewish

, 3, , • II
Congress, Hebrew University" pommission on 
European Jewish Cultural Reco?structlion), 

, " '!,!
Professors Baron and Michael agreed to supnocr.-t the incorp­
oration of the latter I point into the bY-lawsl' ,

i ' ! 
During thediscusslon!it ':;as agreed a9cordiitg to our su@'gestion, 
to take Up with the St-ate Department ~he ~~u~~tion of having-an
adVisor with OMGUS for Jewish cultural matte:rs, 

, l ' II' 
, l' .' I

It was finally agreed: that the letier,fromt:pe State Depart-
men~ (General Hilldring) Should. be ad9ressedlboth to the 'morld 
Je'Xlsh Congress and the Commisslon.:~ " Ii 

. I 

I 
I 

",! 

'I 
1 

I 
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June lSi, 1946 
I 

I . 
Hon. John II. Hilldring 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Waahington,D.C. ' 

.' i 

Di10RANDUM ". .. Ii . . '.' . . 1\ ' 
, -~...~~.~~~~~~»..~ 
.:---- on .' t' \ '-'-"-'''''.'", ' '~f.''''';>1'-''''''' . ~~~~s~-..;,,'~. 

,A..".... ;' ';':''l'_~- I ~ 
THEmSTITUTION OF LOOTED JEWISH CUtTURAL PROPERTY IN EOROPE·,.' . II 

submitted by the' ' '\r-----­
. wORW mUSH CONGRESS r I ' . 

. II 
and the : :, \\" ',", . ' 

COMMITTEE. Etm::mCe.ay OF JE\1:rSIl'eIlL~L\mOPER'l'Y' .. ­

I 
\ 

I . . :. .. Ii 
. .,' I . ," t! . 

In all ; European countries: fomnerl~ under Nazi rule t 

Jewish libraries, arohl'fM; museumai and ot~er l"eposl tor1es . '.' 

.of Jewish. cultural treasures were ruthlessl~ looted by th~. Ger­

mans" These vast cultural assets c qnstttut+'f the rl chest and' 

most valuable pa~t of the Jewish spiritual :n.eritage, since for 


, " .1 ' . , , 
more than 1,000 years Europe was thelmaince:p.ter of Jewish 
learning and culture. . ",~, " h . 

. . . .. The Gerplans placed allthe r stolae. \tewiSh cuIturalprop­
erty in a few ttcleaJ'ing houses" and so-calle,d Institutesfor the 
Study of Jewish Problems, the largest of nhi l6huas situated in '. 
Frankfort on' Main. The bulk of ,the; unearth~6d treasures £S·now ' . 

. . I' , 
. stored. in Offenbach and held undor the, custody of the Amerioan 

Mlli tary Government. , , . .',1\. '" .. 

In order to traoe' the whoraabouts Of the plundered 
Jen~sh treasures andtomakeropreserttations!!to the proper author­
ities about theu1t imatc d1sposi tion!oftho salvaged books and 

" . " . ;, " t" ' 
other prooious objects, a COImllitteo, on Recovon-ci Jowish Cultural 
Property, sponsored by the World Jcwr'sh Cong~pss and comprising . 
representativos of the foremost Jowish cOlllImnl1tics and institu­
tions in America, Europe, and Palcstfnc,l.'o:s formed as' soon as tho 
11ar was over and s'ome ini"ornuition con6orning huch property hod 

. b . r II .become avails 1e. . 1'. 

I 
I 
1 .. 
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J 
Tho \1orld Jewish Congress, roprosentfng theg~cat mjority of 

Jemriea the porld over, and tho' atoresaidCommii~toc" ,t~f c:omposi~ion, ot 
\1h1ch is shown in the attached tolder, hereby respeotf.illly submlt cer­

. 	 , '!'. "II
tain prinoiples by r:hioh tho' ultimate disposi ti~on ot ,Jewish oultural 

treasuras in EUrope should bO governed, ' ! 


/1 


III 

; ... ··II 
!A7ing to the dest~otion ot great Jen~sh' cOIDllR,lnities and the 


extermination ot about 6,000J,OOO Jei7s in Europe:, ther'o ItS 0 grOat dispari ­

ty betweon the aotual numborj,ot Jewish. survi'V'orr in Cenrral and East Eu­

ropean countries and tho number of Jenish oultu·ral trca1surcs existing 


.,' 'ki
there. These'treasures by t~r exceed the presep.tculinWal necdsot the 

, 	pitifully small remnants of European JeTIry, . ¥s iSPl1-rtioulorly true 

ot Germany, Austria, and Pol?nd, where only abO)lt 2 or\y porcontot the 

pre-tlor Jewish population is: now living, To sOfe oxte~~ this 1salso 


, . true of Hungnry .and Rumania •• " ,i ' , 'rt " ' 

, . This annihilation ot large Jetlish oommunities in Europo has 
'. '. f ' , I!· 

resulted in aradioal transformot1on ot Jewish ll.1te o:p.~hat continent. 

Europe is no longer, and propably nill never bel'agaiI;t,~he center ot 

Jowish religious and cultural activities. ihis oenter i),ns shiftod to 

Palestine and the, United States II These two countries: o~ntain the prin­

. , " 	 '.' -,' I. . . 

cipal institutions ot Jewishi.loorning andculturc, InjthcsO countries 

the vast mojorityot theso r:ho es.coped the'NaZi'.l.ond. F.~.l,'.list interno in 

Europe hav~ tound retuge, ' • 1 "r ' ' , 


,

This isa major tactor toot shouJ,.d ~e givonj.prime consider­
, 

o.tion in deciding on .the tinal disposition of the Jewish oulturaltret;ls­
ures nor.' under Amerioan control•.' '. Those treasu~es tlcref.JtornicrfY o\1lled 
by individuals, various institutions, and J017isn comrmll1il.ties.The com­

, ," . ,'I ' It ' 
muni t1 es in whioh these troasures'I'19resi too todj or nhi ch ;formerly ownod 

1ham, may nor; be destroyed aitogether or roducecito. n bghl~g1ble numbers ~ . 


• t 	 .' .'i . ',' t,;.5> . 

In no nay oould libraries or:museums, it locoteq. in thO~c oon:anunities" per­
form tho main task to r:hioh theY.were tormerly dedioated. ' Thoretore j . 


even it these communitios hove legal title, thclsalvage~ J0i1iahc:ultural 

treasuros should not be restored to thorn. Tho rcstorati1on of Je17ish cul­

tural objects should be deternuned not merely by prinoi~lc S ot lcgali:t;y 

but by brooderoonsiderotions ot equi ty, ;7h1oh requires Itthnt they be placed 

where they may.best serve the purpose tor r.ihiCh':\they ~~r.e so diligently 

collected and so lovingly preserved tor genoroti.onS e ". 'I 


~I 1 
Accordingly, 1.'0 suggest that the tollo1Jing 4ulcs be appliod 


in the rost1tution ot lootod :Joi7ish oultural prdperty i~ Europe, nith 

special retorence to Germany,' Austria t and Peloid: .. , It. . '. 


(a) Objects 'I'1hioh unquestionably 1-!iero o'l'1nea by individuols 
should be rostored to their tdrmor :omi6rs or to their 

. k gal succcssors upon satistac(torypr6bt of onncrsh1p. 

(b) 	 Objects' fo~erlY or.ned by a JJtliShc,otunity, espeoially . 
·in Germ-'my,: Austi'in or POland,! should be restored to t~e .. ' . 

\0:!'C' ~\O . ..~ ',' 	 .110127 
, 	 I 



)\ 


11 


-3­ I 
I 

r. Iaxtent of its actual ou1turnl noeds, provided a substan­
tial pcrcjntngeof its former J,ewish pHpulation survivE)s. .. '.;' ., .[I . 

(c) 	 objects formerly cuned by J017i~h philanthropic or 
.0· 	 .' I..

culturol institutions,ospccial,ly in Grr-many, Austria, 
or Pclo.nd, should be restored to. said institutions upon 
satisfactory proof of evidoncG,' in occb'rdanco with .their 
octunl phil~n1llhropiC or culturnl nccdsli 

i I. 
. 	 . . II 

(ti) 	 All objects not folling i1ithin lony of 'ifF foregOing cate­
gories, as TIell as those which arc oi1.norloBs or unclaimed, 
or the conditions of i'1hoso ros~i tution Ihro not sotisfi cd, 
should be turned, ovorto the IIe,brei1 Unjircrsity in Jerusalem 
and to other ,Jewish rGUgious and cultural institutions 

. • '. II
upon ond in accordnnco -:11th ,the! recommondations of the 
Board of AdVisors to be estabU'shod, i1ltich Bor.rd would be 
guidod in it~ recommendations by the rqtigious end cul­
tural neods of tho Jcr.ish peoplo as 170111 ~s· of the survi­
ving victims of NnZiPersccutiOr· ., il . . .. 

}.s for tho ottitude of the POlish Government in, the xnattor of rest! ­
.' I' .

tution, we have COID.l.1IlLTl~c~ted wi tIl the Centrol .Jew.fSh Commi ttoc of . 

Warsrm, iihich is tho official repros0ntat~vc bO?y!lof Polish Jetlry, 

and in their opinion, no objections to th(p principlos of resti tu tion 

proposod by us nrc to bo expected from tho Polish !Governmont. . 


I I. , 
III 	 ·1 

After consul tation i1i th our consti tuencLs, r6P1'\esenting the Jei1­
rics of obout forty countrics in 011 ports of tho ,',;orld, as 'Joll as .with 
the Director of tho Libtlrary of Congress, \.'0 beg to· submit I~~e folloi1ing pro­
poscds as to h.0\. the foregoing 'principles of rcsti1tution are to be offectu­
ated.· .;~. ··1 . 

I 
1. /;. body should bc~ created to nct os Tru·stcc tor the formor 

cmnors of tho Jenish cultural t~oOSur0S and for th;? J6':7i~:qlpooplo. '.This. 
bedy should consist, ",!ortly of mcmbcr.s appointed by the SWNCoordinnting 
COmIn.ittee upon nomination by the 1.ibrary .0: Congrc~s t . tho ~~rorld Jcmish 
Congress, tho Commi tteo 011. 'Recovc7j' of Joolsh Cultural Property, and thE) 
IIobrorl Univcrs.i ty, and partly of members appointcd( directlw by tho SWN 
Coordinating Committee. , . i II . 

. .. 	 ;.. h- . 
2. 1. Board of Advisors should be appoiiltetl. by the Trustee on 

recommendntion of tho -.Iorld Jenish Congress and the IIobrOi1\iuni vorsity in 
Jerusalem. This Boord is to assist tho· Trustee in itho porflornnnce of its 
task onC'. advise it on tho conditions and culturnl needs Of~!tho Jenish com­
munities in Europe ,as 17011 QS on the. nature one. va]ue oft:fub looted Jowish 
cultural property-:mdon its ultimotodisposi tionr.; ... 11 

3. Tho Trustee, nssistec.1 by the BoarC'. of l:.dvisors, should ascer­
tain 'I7hat JC:1;1,sh culturnl propor'ty seized by tho Ge'rninns hrik been lost, des­
troyed, or irrepnrably damn.god. , This property shoulla be rdplocec'i by similnr 

j I ' . 
objects of compo.rablc v::luG fotmd in German or Austrian Ubf-nrics, nrchives, 

, . 
iorid museums. 	 r I 
, 1 1·' ..., '1 f) 8 

.L' b.1. h..j 
w-rc 



. t \ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
! 

4. The ultimate disposition of this cultural property . 
. .' . , H

should be made by the Tru'stee in cooperation~ TIi tho tlieBoard of Advisors .. 
., .' •.... '. . 1\' . 
In lin~ with tho principles set forth in this Memorandum, 

first considorationin thefi~l disposi tioD. ot, the:i Jcmish .books and 
othor' cultu:ral treasurosshould be givon to the Hebrew University in . 
Jerusalem.'· ~ls Univorsity is the highost Jei11sh inl~titutlon ot leE.rn .. 

, .. , . [, . 
ing iII.. the world, recognized and respected Q:verywheI'11 as a graat .Jei1ish 
cultural center thothas served the needs ot.all Israel. Both its .' . . ,.'I . 

faculty and student body arc dram trom all countries of JOllishsottle­. . , ..'I . 
men t. Moroover, it should be remembered that Palestine gnvo rofuge in 
tho ·Yoo.rs preceding and during theilar to a !vcry lailgo numbor of Jetls 

·.nho managed to escape the 'horrors of Nazi Eu:rope.n:~nce tho Janish 
cultural troasU:t"es,' if' turned over to/the Hebren Uni t:ersi ty in Jorusnlom. 
17ouldsOl:'ve a large proportion of former meml:lers of ~ho European Jenish 
cOllllllUD.i tioswhich originally cmned than. Finally, i~ITIOuld be the most 
f1 tUng tributo· poie to.tllc manbry of the miJilions 011\ slaughtered JoVlS 
ot Europe if this Jowiah cultural hcritageor many ldndsnndgeneratlons 

'. . .' ',i II
shou.ld be deposited nt tho: IIobroo University "inJ~~9-lcmJ nhich, is . 
looked .upon by tho Je'as of tho .r-orld as n groat Jot1ish cultural shrine. 

• if . I
'. , 

i 
I 

.\ 
i 

. i 
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September 11, IJ.6 
I 

iMEVIO 
I

To: The Members of the Office Oommittee 
From: Dr. Federbush 

. . . . ,I 
. .... I 

Attached youlf1lL.fltnd 8! aoodn.d memorandum ~ubmittd~ to the 
Department of State on'the formation of aoorporat16n for tho 
resoue of Jowish iootod books in Gorrnany. ,I.. .' 

This memorandum was drafted atter oonsultat~on \11 th,fpropor 
offioials of tho Department of State in accordance '\'11 th thoir
agv1ce. . . . . I 

I 
, 

I . 

I 

, I 
I 

i 
I 
I 
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MEMO 
To: The Members of the Oftice COmmittee 
From: Dr. S. Federbush ' 

September 6, 

Hon. John H. Hi11dring 
Assistant Secretary ot State 
Washington, D.C. 

, 
AugU~t 30, 

Sir: 
, 

1 

i 
I 

1946 

I 
I:1. , 

Pursuant to the conversation ot our representatives with members 
, , , ' II ' , 
ot your staft t and in view ot more accurate intormation regarding tho 

, . .. ' • II 
contents of tho Oftenbaoh Arch~v8l Depot, wo take liberty otmodttying 

, " tho proposals set torth in nur momorandum ot .T\lno 18, ~946 t rala,tiveto 
the oustodY,and ulti~te dtspmBat10n at the books and ~thcr Jewishroli-, 
gious and cultural objects which 'Ie non in or, may hereafter come into the 
Ottice of Military Governmen t ot the United st~ tes-I I ,,', 

, ,I. We, ,nho represent Janish communitiesand'jorgenizations 
in oyer 40 countries the '1orld over, are tormirtga mem¥lcrshiP corporation 
under tho laW8 01" the State ,of No? York, 01" r.hich \'76 1~tend to invite ' , 
representatives ot the foll()uing organizations ito serve' as initial members; 

, , "I 'f 
I 'I' 

The HebrewUn1versi ty of Jerusalem ; 

The American Jewish Conterence , 

Tho American Jewish Committee ,I 

The AmoricanJoint Eistr1bution Committee', i' 

The COmmission on :Europoan Jer1ish OulStural Rebonstruction 


," f ,,' II ' 
Provision \1111 bOIllQdo in it's corti:t'icateot incorporation and by-18ws tor

" " ' II ' ,
the enlargoment of its momborship and inclusion' otrepreaente.tivGs t~om ' 

,", ,'II',
other bodies • Tho ropresonta t1 ve charaoter ot [the oO,rP.9ration t s membership 
"arrants that it uiJ.;L possess ,the moral £1S 11 ell, as tho i~egalauthorltY 
a~d tho human and motorial rosources necessary ~or thojPerformanooot1ts 
statutory funotions.' " ,t 

T::1\.' "It dII. uuen tho Corporation sholl hovo boen organizQ and its 
initiel mc:plbcrship constitutod aa obovc sot torth, tho i9ommanding' gonaral 
ot the Unitad States torcos ,1n Germany and tho~ommandi'J;\g general ot tho 
Uni ted Statos in Austria or other appropriato QgCnCies~6t tho United States 
Sholl transtqr to tho Corpol'Ot10n. as truetao tor thoirr! tormar JO'Jish 
O'Jners and tor the Janish people. 011 HebrQioo and Judadoa and all,other 
Jowish -religious and cuiturn.l. objeots in tho Amor,iconzHnc ot occupation, 
of who taoevar nnturo and in I.hosoover posseSSion, ':1hiChiiaro includod in oIlf 1" ... ~ ':31 
of the f'ollcm ing C~ togories, .L 0 .J.. , 

W'Sc... ~\() 



-2-' 

1
l, ' 

AlII 'Thoso formerly OI1ned by in~'i vidunl~ormnn or Austrion 
Jons ' or by Garmon or J:.ustrinn JC\iish corriInunities!, or by G';}1'11lon or 
Aust;l".n philanthropiC or cuIturel insti~utions"ll ,', 

B. Those 't1~lCh the Gormon ormles ororf()r agencies of tho 

German Rc1eh or tho Nazi 'POrt)' ro~vod (1) from~:ountrios to. 'Q:n~ch the 


, Uni tod Statcs i~ not required to return ~an 1:>Y Yjirtue of ony oxisting 
arrangements, tp Wl)lolj. ,tbe llni ted States is a party or (2) from 
countries to which the Un1ted States is ~eqUiredJ~o return them by 
virtue of sueh arrangements if claimed by such oo;untries but whioh are 
not olaimed by them within a reasonable ~lme. ~l 

, "I ,
O. Those W~lch cannot be Iden~ifled ,0tl1nCluded within 


either of the first two categor1es. '! Ii, 

, 'D. Those which are ,llOW ottned,b,yor lnllthe possession of 
, German and Austrian state, municipal and:other puplicl.y owned' or 

! - 'I' ,..f t ' 

maintained libraries, :arehives. museums and similar institutions. when-, 
'ev,er andhoWevarthey :were acquired by s~oh 1nstf!tUtions. except such 
as the United States isrequ1rea by existing international arrangements 
to whieh it 1s a' party to dispose Ofoth~rwlse" ti ' " 

Only a small fraetion of cult~al trea~rcs nocessary to meet 

the actual needs, ef the remaining Jewish ;populat1'OU should be restored


" ,rl ' 
even to countries With, which there exist rostitu,tionasr.$~ • " 
due to the sma1;!. n:unber of Jeuish surviv1rs., " II .',,' 

, 'Among the, oountries included in existlll~ rest! tution agroOltDnts 

Ozochoslovak1a i8 a special coso. According to,rol1oblo 1nfor:mot1on. 

in Therosicmstodt an4ln other places i~ that C9fntry, somo'vory vnluobJ.r 

and oven rore JOilish religious and cultu~al obJerita were stored by the 

Germans. Neither the Government of Ozechoslovakia nor Czochoslovoldon 
, , , 'II 
.Tmvs bnvc any legal or moral right to re~o1n these objects. Wo urgently 

request that the Governmont of thcUn1to~ Statos I:entcr into negotiations 

wi th the Czoehoslovakian Government to 'the end toot theso objects sholl 

be returnod ' to the American Zone of occ~pationCi rl" ' 


III. '\j'hcn ~ho corpol-otion Bhn~l havc ~~en constitutod trusteo 
as o1'oreanid. 1t sholl' aemd 0 technical mission into the Amorioan, ZoDD 
of Occupation wh1chsholl: ,,:', ,I!" " 

, ' " ",!i i 

" A,Examine and classify Jcmlsh rcl1gi'ousnnd cultural, ' , 

objceta which arc now iin or may horeofte~ come :f*;to tho posscssi,on of tho 

o1'1'icoef Military Go11'ommont according to the t'oUowing schama: ' 
, , , ,'" [! ' 

, .,' Ii 
,1. Ob joctswhich wore tormorly owned 't>¥ individuol GSI'I18 n or 


Austrian Je'\7S, or by German or Austrian Jewish c'6mmunities. or by 

German or Austrian JeWish philanthropie ~nd cUlt\h.al Insti tutiana, 


, i '. II ' 
2. Objeots whiCh were removed:frotl'co$.trtos to which tl:e 


Un! ted Stat~s is not required by arrangam,,:,ants to\lreturn thom, 

, ','I I ' ' 

3. Objects wh1ch were removedi from cOf1tries to which the 

United States is required by existing arrangemon~8 to return them. 


Ii 
I' 
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I 

. If 

I 
. ,4. Objects uhi ch cannot be identified or included' 

within any of the f~rst three categories•.. Ii. 
; 13. Endemr to find and to s:ssist t?P Office at 

Milttary Government ,in finding Jet'1ish ~l1giouSi and cultural .. 
obtl!)Q'ti$ of the above sortswhichhavo :not yot come into, or have 

'.' , , 	 i .\.

beon improperly taken from, the possession of Ithe United States 
FOx'cesforGermany rind .Austria.' ..

I 
, ' . .' 'I! j

C. .Ascertain what Hebraica and Judsi.ca and uhot other 
Jewish 	religious or cuIturn1 objects aIle ooned ibY or 'in the possessio 

of German and Austrian state. municipal or ot1i~ publicly <mned 


I 	 r: ' . t '. 

or IIlIliiltained librar1J3s. a~ch1ves,muse:umB and. ~im11ar institutim s 
in the American Zone of o;}cupatlon, regardless ?f whenover Dnd how­
ever they wore acquired by such inst1tu;tio~. I ~ 

'; I!D. li'rom time to time report the results of its oO,tivities 
In the porformance 0,1' the .foregoingi'uIl.ctions' ~? thecornrnanding , 
generals of the Unit,ed States foroes l'orr Germa~:r OIlldAustrio, or. 
to their respective agents, Tho rommon,ding gonerals of the United

'. . . . . II
States forcos in Germany and Austria u1'll on tnoi+' port: 

. . 	 , [I . 
. ,'.' •.... [I . 

x. Admit the Corporation's mission into the Amorioan . ." . I . II .
Zone of Occ~pation, give it.a members freo nooesf1l to all placosin 
which .cultural and religious' objects are stored\!and, in goneral, 
treedom of movement through~ut the Allior~canZon~9 of Occupation, and 
provide' them wi th· quarters, food, and such .o101'-1col and other 

" . ,',( , ".' Ii

assistance and such transportation and othcrf'acilities as are , 	 :, . fl . 
reasonably nocossarYi.to enabla ,thamto ~Orform ~hoir functions • 

. : . '.' t. ",. H" " . 
y. Seize and take into lts possession Jowish religious! 

and oultural objootsj,ncluded \7i thin ant of' tho!!above oatogories, 
which may from time to time-bo discovorodby tho Oorporationts 
msston. •. . . . .'.~. n . ­

. .' '.1 I' 
. ..- 'I! ' . 

z. Seize and ttikoto tbeir p<?ssess10n all Hebraioo" 
Judaica and other JC\1ish religious.and ~l turel:l;Objects ,uhiCh are 
ouned by or in the possession of Gorman 'and Austrian state. mun1cipo.l 
and other publicly eunod or maintained Hbraria~!Jarohives, nnlsoums, 

and similar, institutions. . .-; .Ii, .' 
IV. Tho Corporation, as trustee oftllb' Jow! sh religious 

and cultUral objocts which shell .be tron'sferrod I~o it. shall have' 
the following powers. duties and functi~S: II ,-' 

, a. 'The Corporation ~y tako p'cssessi~ of, and remove 
I.

to any place in or outsido Ger.many, tho ~C\1ish 10l1gious and oultu­
relob Jects i1hich arc transforred to it a$ tl'11stbo,. ntslioh t we ~or 
t;~.o~on~ lnljuQhlct,flG;~ .it :noy deem advisable.1! 

• 'f. :.11·. . 
h.. The OoWcmeitt:an-ahnl}' di~pose: ef~uch Qb:joats in" 

tbe' fpl3;ihuing nan:lcr: "" \: 
. I 

(1) Objects which unquas~ioriabl~l\1ere ouuod by in... 
dividuals 'r.t11l be restorod to their fomer ounors or to their lega1 ..&..1 l'~ b~ ; ')'~ 
successors upon satistoctou proof of owership\~ . - -- J v 

uJ!y 'SlO j 
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, 
I 

. i 
(11) 'Objects fornerly cmned bYG Jcm1sh community. 

especially in Germ~riY t Austria or POln~d, i1i~l I~O restored to tho 
, extent of its actunl. cultural needs. providodal substantial peroent­
age of its foi"mor JeViish population su~v1vcs. Ii 

. ' II , . II ' . 
(111" Objocts fo:rrn.arly',OWllod bYI Jemisli 'Phl1tmthropio 

or cultural institut'10ns t espooially in Go:t'tlQn*', Austria ()r p<:!land, 
wlll berestorod to said institutions upon satisfactorY proof of 
ovidence, in aocord(moe \lth their actu;al Ph11~fthrePio 'or oultural 

needs. . . . . '., '\..1' . 
, , 

. (1v) :1..11 ob jeots not ta'11ing Wi}hin op.y of the fore.. 
going categories,os: well as thoso uhicp. aI'co.wnarlesa er unolained, 
or the conditions ef i,hoso res!tution arc not J~t1stiod, nill be 
turned 0 ver to the Hebrew Uni versityin; Jerusa~?m rind to· other 
Jooish religious and cultural institutions in tho United States of 
JJilorica '1.nd abrood.r1ith the provision:, that tl'ib Cerporotion Shall 

.. ' . 'll·
be guidod in itsrccennendnt.ions by the'. religious and oultural 
noeds of tho Jonish poople as '001.1 as Of... tho' sk-Iviving vi ct1na 01' 
Nnz1 persecution. '. . I I. 

! . 
,j I 

6. Tho Oorporation shall have such tdrthor pOl.ors as are , .. ' I . . 
necessary, appro'Priate or oonvenient fo;, thcox~cution of its trust. 

• E. In order to assist and fa¢ilitatoi1thO execution of tho 
Corporation's trust, the Office of :Mili tary Oov~rnmont ot tho li11tod 
Statosi7ill: . .,1. ·'\1· , 

. ; 'I 
1•. Taka and rotain possession of andt,safoguard thOJ9'l7ish 

religious and cultural objeots transferred to the Corporation as 
, .. . 'I'" II 

trustee until, as prqvidod in paragraph IVa abo~o, tho Corporation,. 
shllll oloc.t to take possossion thereof. 1 I: 

c, I 
" I 

.. 2. ·1~t tho oxperise of tho Troasuryof;tho Gormon Reioh or 
of the Geman lnender, pack and transport tOPO$h.t a \til thin Gormnny 
and Auatria such of ~ho Jouish religious and ou~~ural obJeots, trons­

1.torred to the Corporation,as tru.stceo.sltho Cor]?oration shall allot 
to Gorman o.r Austri~ Jooish oorn.nunities: or ins~itutions, md to the 
German or Austrian border. such of these .ob~oots t*s tho COr}loratien 
shall olect to rcoovo fran Bormany or Austrta, a~ tho case r.lIlY be. .. , Ii ' . 

3. Ronder suoh other services',ond 'P~VidO tho Corporation 
with such other faoilitios, as may bo neoossary ~o enablo it to 
exeoute its trust. . f\ 

t; 
, I 

! 
I 
I 

I 

, 
'I 

! 



" 'TOa The M_ben of t:hG 01'1100 eomml~t_ II, 

Jit'o"-. Dr.S.'.e,.bu8h !!I 

<'- nO .. 
f\\\ ,V", 
'1" 

Fol1ow:ina 18 the GaIlY of a let~1" reoelvel trom tho Asa1atant 
S.~, Gf state" whioh _y tnt.eNet you. 
'0 ' 

o, 
y 

i 
,I 
1 

, I 
f I 

1 

I 

I 
i 
I 

I ht;LV$ your joint l$ttteJ> of AUPIBt 10,1946 modif'ying 
)'OU" ....U.r Pl"Opoaa1e ft1att~ to ttl.,louat04;Y tm4 ult.s.m.te 
cUe,.ltloBot Jewish 1"011,gioutJ aru! ou~tu.ra1 objfl1Jta 1n GeI'lJliU17 

.. Atastna. ," ; I!' " 
Ae 1 baft into"*, P~te"'l'lllob.ul •• J)y letter 01 

.A:Qgun a8,1~ ma40 s!mU.r , .....-11[. betullt of the Commi••ioJl 
on E\lI'Ope8a .Jewtlib ORltoura.l 1leeoaIt~ tM.e 00......... ,18 
.,~.. to tM Obje8tlveeot yovt,",*,ala .. belie.,. t~ 
tbcI.v .. Paw_ll, ",,-b1e'; 18 nR Of '•• ,,.. t.b&.. their 
~t.DIl"",lll'G. tt10 .,,.,, ..........t.o». of the us po.... 1D 
G~ .. Aun..sa. UJe "-D.~~ .... be.- nqueete.ct tq, ' 
to..........~ ot the 1ft~-18 Withe US Command.... tor their 
A_tailed '~.!', ,', I ' 

, , . ' I
Wben ngl1ee an J'eOelve4 1 ~1 ~at. with you 

I 

I
rF-"lJ yount 

(SF,t) ,J.~I.lil114ri.Da 
48at.1~ Seeretcu'r 

, 'II, I 

I 
I . 

1, 
I 
I 
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iN.....mbel' 25.1"" 
; 
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I 

, , 

" 

i::·:;::-.r::... . 
... :Ywk.C1 t;r.!bY•. Ii 

j ___.O.:rliq4er: ! 

I 

'. ,j .LuTe E-lo 



e.nd . .I:l.ebre'vlJnivEirsity-Th~llq\ltJ4:lf:lO!~.\J'~';~~~:; 

.....,_I'1r .......... _ • 

. 

' ...... . 
. Theile oonti~msthiSlpoli~~tf 

" t 

,. Cu.ltural ..(1"0 in \lerman 
ton having' rEl.ised.a~inrl)oent171 .or. Federbush 
oonf'ilUl. the. tourpolioy withr~~rdto heirless Ou l.tural , 

. has been and :is that the :tiebrEiw lJriiversi tY in .Jerusalem 
. propertias, whiohdo not belorigtoorare not .olriimedbyl1exi 
munities aruvor i,natitutioria in E.\I,:rope, therelll8.inder~ol:pe'u~ 
cultural. rebabilitation of surviv.ing: Jewish oommunitie" ~n 
Jewisb oODllllUni tieaouts1de EutoP.!t 

I" 
I 

. i , 

1 l' 61 J.: ,,­
.L -­

w:rc, £\0. 




~1 2e,1948, 

TO: Members of' the Office Cornm1 ttee 
i-P,'P(i)111: Dr.Blattberg 

(: 
I 

Re: :Meeting of the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction ~nc41 
, ! "held.?n Ma:Y"leH" " 

there1·=~~f~fp~~~~e~~n~~i;V:e~;n:=/~:ts~1~~~t~:~:~ of :the 
Hebrew Universi tr, Mr.A. G.J:lrotman, and MfsIlS',JB;nner, M.P. of ' 
Great Britain. " ',,' '; : , 'i 

, I 

Prof .Baron rep~rtej that Dr. Starr, the di~legate of the Jewish 
()l,ltural Reconstruction to Germany," is SIt-ill ,in paris,' and" , 
would be able to proceed to Germany only lafter th~ final, ' ' 
r,scotmi tion of the Resti tutionCommissiop as a successor corpo-, 
ration. ~,ac tof, recognition m1~ht -oro~ide for 'thecrea tion , 
of a subsidiary of the Jewish Hesti tution Commission in Germany 
(subject toGe~rrie.n lew) but only with regerd to immovable " 
proI'e!>~~. ' It is therefore expected that w,i thregardto books , 

'and' o,ther cuI tur'aT treasures, the"Jewishl:Restitu tion Comm1s,sion. 
or its a~ency incultuml ma,tters,', the'J~:wi9h Qiltural , t 

Re construction, Inc., wi 11 be able ,to assume dirsctcharge in 
Germany snortl<y. (After the meeting word l;wasreceived to the ' 

'effe,ct that'desli~nation of the J.R~C. as a successor corporation 
had alreedY been approved by the S~p.te Derf'rtmen t;and Gener,al 
Clay advised, accordin~ly.) " , ' L" " 

2. 	~.Brotmsn stated ~hBt the forme ti~nof J: rtesti tution Commission' 
here had accelerPted, to sOme, extent, the!! handling· of the , 
rest.1tu tion problem in the Sri tish, Zone .. iA,('c ordlng to informs. tion 

, ' 	 , I" " 
'that he had recei1,(ed in London only l2.st I~eek, t,he, Foreign, ' 
Office was now preparing n drpft l~w of r~st1.tutlon which,while 
it'would not /l0 as fer as recognizln~ a JetJllishbody e,s,the, ' , 
successor organization, would never:theles~ safeguard Jewi'sh 
claims. 'Fhe' JewishCen tral' Fund in "Great Sri tain mia:ht,acQording 
to this draft law t,a c t in the Sri tiSh Zone\A san opern ting aRency. 

, 	 ,1·, ' 

3~ According to information received from f/tr.tStarr,the fir,stcon­
• 	 Sittl1ment of books from czechoslOVAKia, de~tinedfor the ,Hebr~w ' 

'University, and comprising 70 cF'lses:weighf:np.: about 14 tons,h~S 
arrived in Ap.,rt:,.werp,and is stored there for~ the · time beinlt in a 
JDC we,rehousa!" ....will be, transshipped:!to PP.l~~stine AS, soon e, s 

,cond.it i 9nsperm1t. If,it should nrpve nec~ltSSAry to keep the " 
booksin~.Antwerpfor a longer time,;they m~Y' be sorted out and 
eVflluate,. there.Prof.L. jlP.:rer agreed to tqis at the meeting, ­

;~!,~ovi4~" it was done, under the s:upervisiol\ ofexpert~. 

4., Approxims tely 100,000 books were shipped r.8' cently from .l:'oland to 
1, Palestine,with the full ('onsent of the PO~tsh Government,with 

,a view tose,rve primarily the needsi of thel: Choir for the history 
, of Jews and. Jew,ish culture in Poland to be' establ1.shed e.t the 

\, 	 Hebrew University in Jerusalem. rI'he, Polish!!i Government is f!.'rea tly 
interested in the, estnblishment of ,this Ch~ir,which might beeome 
the nuc1.eus ofa lAr,aer,Institute. AccOrdipg to information from 
J.D_ C. quarters, the' Polish Government is ready to establish an 

"endpwmentof $600,000 for such an Institut~, provided 25% of 
this amount will be contributed by the J.n~q. 
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