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Dear Mr. Alexander, |
{I take much pleasﬂre in eniloaing gix copies

of the draft Ordinance on the Restitution of Property

to Victims of Nazl Oppression which I have just
received from Germany. . ; i

I should like to discuss this matter with yor
and other members of the interested Jewish and refugee
organisations in the very near future, and I am sending
you ths draft for your early consideration, I hope to
let you know the date of the meating in a few days.

I am sending a copy of tnis letter and the ‘draft
Ordinance to the prepresentatives who attended my meeting

in Jamary, If I have omltted an organisation, from the

attached distribution list which yov think shouwld be

repre sented I shonld be grateful if you wonld let me know.
Meanwhile perhaps you could forward one of your spare
cppiea of the draft. to the organisation.

I snculd be grateful also, in the interests of
despatch of business if you and other represantatives
conld agree to nominate one, or}at the most, two
spoke smen at the forthcomlng msatinge

A lours singerely,

(Sgd);_c;Ef. Hampshire,

Ke. Alezander, qu.’ . . .

Council for the Protection of the Rights
and Interests o Jews in Germany,

8 Fairfax Mansions,

NeWeds
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Lc Stein’ ESQQ’ .
Anglo-Jewian Assocation,
Woburn Honse, !
Upper Woburn rlace,
W.c .1. "‘

A, L. Easterman, hSq.,§
World Jewisn gongress,
Congress Hounse, 1
55 New Cavendisn: Street,
W.l@ ;
A. G. Ppotman, EsSde, |
The Board of Depnties ¢ British Jews,
Wobnrn Houss, {
Upper wObnnn Place,

WeColo |

|
!

L. C@hen, htqu" '
Jewish Committee for Relief Abroad,

7 Endaleligh rl&oe,
Taviton Street,
W'c 1.3

‘

i
[
o

. W Stephany, Esq., e
Central British Fund,
Woburn ﬁouae,: _
- Upper Woburn rlace,
. :W.G.l,}"o
~ - 5
m’. R. 09 M‘uﬁstal’, .b.&cﬁ..’ A.A.X.AQ’
United Restituticn Office,
-5 Lower Grosvenor Place,
- 8. W.l. :

o

Dre Fo Goldsonmidt,f

Uiﬁ,ceo 2’
8 Fairfax Mansions,

H ng 50
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MILITARY GOVERNMENT - GLKMANI

BRITISH ZONE UF GONTROL
ORDINANGE NO. §

Restitution of Property to Victims of Nazi
Gﬁpressfon

1
'

In order to provide for the restitntion of .
property to those persons who between the 30th Janwary, 1933,
and the 8th May, 1945, were deprived thereof by reason of
their race, creed, nationallity or political belief,

17 18 HERE BY ORCERED AS FOLLOWS.
ARTICIE I E .
‘ , Claims ; - ;

1. Any pefson; whether natﬁral e% jﬁrintic,‘who between

the 30th Janvary, 1933, and .the '81:‘1‘1 May, 1945 was unjmstly
deprived by discriminatory legislation or otherwise of any

1dant1fiable property within the British Zone of Germany,
may, where the canse of such deprfvation was.. his Tace,

creed, nationalitg, or political belief, recover such
property in accordance with tne provisions of this Ordinance.
c. A person who belonged to a race or nation oppressed by
the Nazi Government or who proressed a religions or political
- belief in conflict with National gocialism shall be preSﬂmed
 to have been unjuetly deprived of}property in the follow;gg

casesi= f k -

(a) 'wnere the transfer of ;wnership or pogsession waw

! 1
.congrary to law, i
l

(b) where the transfer of ownership or posseasion took

place by reason of any discriminatory law, decree

' e b et o s 5

) or order, oral or written, of the German Government

R {

. or- any State, provincial or local Government body,

; or any representativefthsreof, made between the
30th Janvery, 1933, and the 8th May, 1945;

]
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‘(¢) where the transfer [of ownership of
~ possession résﬁltedrfram an agreement

tut the traﬁsferer'Was aéting ﬁnder

I; dnress and the transferee was aware. of
;g'

‘ig : this fact.' The fagt that the transferer

d1d not receive good valre for the
transfer or wa s not allowed to dispose _
_of it freely in. Germany shall be deemed
evidence ofzduresg.

3. N Where good valne was baid for”a transfer égg there 1is
no evidence that the transfer was made vnder dﬂ;ess, no claim
shall lie for restitution’ qfdthe trgnsferred property.

4, Where a personvbelﬁnged-to a ﬂéceor nation

oppressed by the Mazl Government or| who professed a religioua
or political belief in conflict with National’ Socialism was

debarred between the 30th Jamvary, ‘1953 and the 8th ay, 1946

f:om<suoggg§1§§Mto any propegty byjréaaon of}any discrimina-
tory leg;slation, he shail be presimed to have been ﬁnjgstly
deprived oflsﬁch property; aﬁd may‘re¢OVer:it in accordance
with the provisions of this Ordinancee |

ARTICIE II [

Pr*operty not;liable to Restitution

|
5, The following property is noé snbject to the
provisions of this 0rd1nance~-

(a) property of a valﬁa of RM. l,ooovor

less at' the darte of its original
tranafer, |l
‘(b)m'consnmable goods;

(c) property which by reaaon of less or
destrnction or for some bther reason
is notjidpntigicable at ﬁha date on
which‘ﬁﬁis Orginanée comes into
effocts przovidad that if the

transferee or any‘éﬁbsequent'holder ’




who would Othérwisezbé liable to

~ make restitution hereunder has
received or. is entitled to recelve

any compensation in| money or

:'. kind in reapect of 'sych loas or

destruction, he shall pay such

_compensation, or assign the right
thereto, to the claimant 1n whose
favour a restitution order would
have been mada in fespect of that

property.

' ARTICEE 111

?rotection of Innocent Third Partles

- Where property claimed has pagsed into the hands of a

O
.

hird party who, at the time ‘he received it, did ‘not know
that the original owner had ‘been unjustly deprived of 1it,

D PR
cr

nei ther such>th1rd party nor anyon% claiming title under
him shall be 1iable to make restit?tion.
ARTICLE IV - .

?ersons entitled to C&aim

e T

‘"i e only tﬁe person who himself éuffered an act’ of nnjnst
daprivation, or 1f he 1s dead, his neirs or legateaa.
(Vermachtnisnenmer) may claim rgséiﬁﬁti;n ynder this Ordinance.
g8, For the pnrpose of this ordinance*-
(a) any transfer by a daprived owner
of his claim tL restitutable
property, whether under this
‘ Ordinance or o%herwise, and
whether made before or after the
date on whichrthis Grdinanoe come s
into effect, 13 Void, | .
(b)) a person who was last neard of in
‘the hapds of the German Anthorities
_prior to the éth Nay, 1945 is

|

/deemed

(3)

WwIC M3
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the property. - J

deemed to have died on the 8th May,
’ - 1945, ﬁnleSs’the.c§£trary is proved;
{e) =& jﬁristic peraonvﬁhich has been
'“i' dissolved under German Law is deemed
to be without heirs,

ARTICIE V | 1;.
Conditions of Restitution

9o Property subjeot to rastitvtionfshall be accepted by the
claimant 1n the condition in which 1tlwas on the 20th October,
1947 and the person liable to make restitution may neither
claim for: any increase in. valne since the date of the

original transfer, nor in respent oﬂ any money spent by bim

for malntenance charges or capital expenditnre, nor.shall

. e JPNOUURINSE A A A,
| e s e 45T s A

property, excapt that where ha hasréceived or is entitled to
reégg;gm;;; compensation for damage to the property he shall
pay such compensation or assign the| right thereto to the
claimant in whose favovr a Restitntion Order 1s made 1in

respect of that property.

Provided that where the property a:bject to restitﬁtion has

increased in value by reason of 1mprovements or additiona,

the claimant spal;~be liable tq pam to the«Tnnst Corporation
eatablishedﬁhereinafter an Qmoﬁnt %anl to the increase in
value dﬁe'té‘sﬁen ;mp?ovémegts or %dditions, but may deduct
therefrom the amount of‘any:debt iéc%rred in respect of

the &mproveﬁents or additiohé wherg such debt will remain

secwred npon the property after the Restitution Order is made.

10, Property subject to restitntion shall be accepted by the

claimant subject to all charges and encumbrances and with all

‘rights attaching thereto at the date on which this Ordinance

comes into effect, provided that an encumbrancer who, at the £
fiine his encumbrance was cvszj'éa‘sed,‘ knew that the :origir’;al

owner had been unjustly deprived %f the property shall lose

his _security or othsr right hs wonld otherwise have against

ll., A successfnl claimant mustfpay to the person'fo%nd liatle
to make restitution, whatever (1F anyting) he recelved for the

ggoperty for his free dﬂsposal at the time of the original trmr

wWIrc cyy - 115997 -



ARTICIE VI
. Limitation ,
12, All claims under article I: of thié Ordinance must be

~

 ledged, with respect to property in the Brittsh Zone, with

the Zentralamt fﬁr‘Vermﬁgensvenwaltbnbl(hereinarter'called‘

the Central Restitution Authority) at|Bad Nenndorf on or

vefore the 3lst day of December, 1949,

' ARTICIE VII Aj

Prust. for Profits and Enclaimah Propertl

' 13, A Trust Corporation under Germén Law shall be formed
- in the British Zone for the pnrposes hereafter mentioned and
its members be appointed, and subject to dismissél by
Military Government. - r 7
14. The Trust Corporation shall axamine every claim made
vnder this Ordinance and shall, before any order for
Vrestitntion is made, lodge a claim
(a) for any increase in valne due to improvements
~ or additions to.the property, against the

' |
elaimant, ‘ : 1

(b) fcr any profits which the actually accrved from
the property since the date of tha original
transfer, against ‘all or any of the persons

: through whose hands the property has pasaed,
not being bérscgé.who are proteéted from

‘11ability to make restitution vnder Article ITI

of this Ordinance. No|/person other than:é'

" successor ﬁnﬂerfé wil ‘or‘intestacyvshéll be
:liable to pay any mon#g to the ngst chporation'
"~ in respect of profits:which he has not
: personally received. }

15, ‘The Trnat Carporation shalll claim any prpperty

, which, according to available eJidence, is liable to

1 restitution, but which has not been claimed by any person

5 Undar Articles I or I¥ of this Ordinance. }

16, Out of the fynd received byj' it s the ‘Brust

Corporation

- /a)

135998



e |
(a) may, in lien of profiis, pay to a
| succdssful olaimant a{sum not exceeding
\14% of the capital va%ne of the property
at the time of the o%iginal transfer in
respect of eaoh year,or part of a year
~since he was depriveJd of it.
fb)Ashall pay aompensat4on to eurviving

members of corporation and firms which

would be entitled to élaim restitution
\ 1mder this Ordinancé 1f they had not been
dissolved under German law,
17. The talanca of the monies received by the Tru st
corporation shall be 1nvested and hgld uoon trnst for the
compensation, maintenance and: bene?it of all persons in the

British Zone who were victims of Nazi oppression, and for

P - et
T A, e snmscp f 4TSS

the maintenance, care and, where aé%ropriate, the education
of thelr dapendantp, 1p accoodancejwith~schemes for such
purposes Prepared by the wrust CQr?oration and approved by
Military Government, Militéry Govérnment reserves the right
from time to't1me to review all QQoh scheme s and to giﬁe
directions fegarding the management and disposal of the fnnds
in the bhands of the rrust Corporaticn.
18, At a date to he fixed by m1&1tary Government, not
earlier than 1960 the Trust CorPOfation shall ‘be ‘wornd up
and 1ts assets distritmted among the Land Governments for
purpose s to be then agreed between Military Government and ,
thase Governments, but ﬁhe 1nterests of all perscns then o
reoeiving benefits under any of the uohomes mentioned in
paragraph 17 hereof shal; be provided for, »

. ARTICIE VIII
Bowers, Duties and Appgintmont af the

, Restitution Authoritz '
19, All claims snall be filed’with the Central Rest&tﬁhion

Authority which shall advertiselsuch claims in a manner
approvod by Military Governmentland refer them to the
appropriate Land Restitution Au%horities, ‘

115399
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wAnéhorities s

The Cenfralaﬂestitgtion'may,'ho@éver,'hake Restitﬁtioﬁ

,Orders in such cases asMilitary Gover#ment may specify.

S

r20.vx3ha Iand Governments shall estab%ish bne cr more

DGRty b e
4 RS

fave Bo

\ﬁtb makelan order FOBRT
re«titution in any nndispvted case six months after the

date of such advertisemant and to arqange a settlement by

. agreement in fespect'oftrestitﬁtion‘ér profits and to
, T )

make an order;accordingly at any timéa Svch orders shall
vest the prbperty in the claiﬁgnts, and shall be accepted
as evidence of title in all German RLgistration;Offices.

An order made in respect of prpfits”shall entitle the Trgat

corporation to recover the anrioimt thereof under the ordinary

" process of law for the recovery of judgment debts.

21, The appointmant of the mambers{of the ﬁestitmtﬁbnu

Aﬁthorities shall be subject to thejapproval of Military

Government o

22, Y¥o coata or fees shall be payﬁole to the Re stitution

Avtnoritiea by any claimant nnder this Ordinance.
ARTILIE IX

Disputed»Caseaj

23, 1In casgé of dispntes either J& to title or profits,

the isswe shall be decided by thejherman.Ordinary Courts

provided that where the diébﬁtefié as to profits only, the
Restitution Authority may make an order for restitwtion

withont awaiting a decision of tha Conrt as to n?éfits. In
judging a case the Court dall apply German Law and procedure, :
1ncluding tha law relating to coTts, supplemented by and
subject to the provisions of this Ordinance. Where no&existing

‘rule of law or procedure governs|lany 1ssue arising the Courts

shall declde in accordance with natural jgstica.f
ARTICIE X |
SaV&ngs’clagsés

24, Nothing herein contained sﬂgll prevent any person from
claiming any property of whatsoever kind vnder the provisions

l
of German law, nor from exercising all his rights thereunder,

provided that 1f he has lodged A claim under this ordinance he

shall be}barred fram making anwlclaim to profits under German



http:Gover,.nt

e T ST R TR e TERNER T

i

Taw in respect:of‘tharpropertyiglaiﬁeﬂ'ﬁndar thié 0rd1nance.

25, Nothing herein containad*shall ée deemed to render

lawfvl any transaction prohiblted by Military Government

LE.W NO. 55- ‘
ARTICIE XI

‘Powers of Review

26. Militarj Government may,rgView‘dll decisions made vnder

this ordinance and nﬁllify, agend,

modlfy them.
_ ARTICIE XII

Implementation

sugpend or otherwise

27; Military government may from tims to time 1ssne |

directives or regulations for the clarification or

carrying out of this 0rdinance.~
ARTICLE X111
: official Text

4

28, The German text of this 0rdina~ce 'small be the -

official text. and the provisions of [Military Government

ordinance No. 3 and of paragraph 5 of Article II of

Military Govarnment-Law No. 4 .shall

toxte. k
ARTICIE XIV

Effective Date

#not apply to suan |

29, fThis Ordinance shall come into|force on...,....;.;.1948,

BY ORIER

OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT,




April 14, 1950

Hamo to:  Dr. Mareus’

. ée.}@rs. ’%L«maner |
Promt Dr. Elattbarg f !

»

s ORADPIL, 1 2o Share wng o it ting of ‘the Board of Jirectors of ths
, 598 Reconstrﬂch;ow. i

,inforaation as posstblafw
roparty still an Qern

a

.%scambar 31. 19aajpresents of canrse graat diffienlties. The ma”t 2asible
way 51 having the JusO or the JCR take over eultnral material found r
and not covered dy the ¢lalms of the Jase 45 to have the dsadline ade

: caa &erable d fficulties are anecunturqd alse on the Qart
Qarman Jewish communities. These cgmmunitiesfhéld ‘many cultuval ¢ .
which, in moat inastances, are not naed at ail, and in tha mséerity af caaes
ngver telonzed to the commnitiss, $ince many of these communitdee are very
small in numbers, the comminal property Iacasaﬂ ‘thera has a tendency %o ds
trangforaed into private propsrtys, In the ae rican Zong, wha¥z theorstically
the JRSO is reeognized as ths successor %o cammuhsty property, Gevmin Jew*sh
comsunibies are in a position to interfere gith svnry eingle alalm. ‘

118002
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The manting then discussed
AR namuncri§8a, cald

8, gnd f ara bﬂak@ anj T
k- rnfilmn would, of ¢oiirge,
the vnxted Btates, in Israel,
ma%arial of "9&3: Gaxman Jewish

‘\g’ich 19 now ha&ng claimed
o b8 micrnfilmeﬂ. 1t was 4

“ﬁaﬁ B8 the aat%er of exuarsee_ kVo&ve& is asttlsa.

b of the baoks
. 1 emhaa:eed .
%Siﬁﬂu and
29 . 00 ny

9aeting. I ralaed again the vatter af the g

9& 45 La%in Aaeriaan counaviss. wh

'ical rnasena. na&eiy. tha% t
: ta Kaw>?afk and ‘the bsakm

f‘;o‘ba L) it ﬂirecﬁ_y _?é? :ieabadan‘
A has alreaﬂy recaivad ﬁrds«s to

sani 0o alio*ted vooks to Lasin a;aama;

I

et
| )
o
o
<
(0]
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Meet1n9 of Board of Directors of JCR ; !

On April 12.m®r'm%lattbemgmatteaded a meetlng of t}é Board of Directors of
tha%@@%ﬁsh Cultural Reconstructlon, Inca, whlch heerd Dr. Hannah Arendi re-
PoFt on her migsisH to Germany, during which she tr1a\ to get as much infor-
mation as possible atout: the whereatouts of Jewigh cultural property still
in German possession and- to enlist the coopération,éf German librarians,
mussun officials, and archivists for its recovery. || She discovered much
nmaterial in various places and is convinced that further cultural treasures
are still hidden. The German Librarians! Assoclation, upon her sugzestion,
asked all libraries to search for further conflscatad Jewish materiale '
Huseum material can te located through the German Monumenta ard Fine Arts
Sections, Archives present a special problem bncadse it i9 still uncertain
whether it will be possitle to ship them out of the countrye

I
The meeting then discussed plans for microfilming in Germany of all Hebrew
manuscripts, catalozues, early prints, archival material, etce It was de—
cided to start the microfilming as soon as ‘the mattnr of the expenses in—
volved is settleds ' Dr. Blattherz raised again the| questlon of the shipment
of books previously allotted to latin Amsrican countraes, which is lagginge.
It was explained that shipments were delayed for technical reasons; they ..
could not be arranged from the New York warshouse, /itut have %o be sent ai-
rectly from Wiesbeden. The JCR office in Jiesbaden has received orders to
dispatch the books to Latin Americas | ’

Pt e e i L e A i e e g Seartsane e o s e
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Dear Dr. Arendt:

Thank you very meh for your 1etter oi‘-:
' e to ship

uareab

4,932 itema 'have alresdy X

recoive tbeir proper ghare.

purs that you will see to “ tha‘h Eexioo,

May 3, 1950 ‘

.

1 wiah to téll you how much I enjoyed }our repor‘b on Germany

dslivered at the nmeseting of the Confer

ence én Jewish Relations

It was really a ramarkahle presentaticn of the German problem.

‘ 'Qf KQS.

'ﬂi‘hh k‘lﬂ&eﬂ reg&rda, b § Bty

| ¥#B1ibg
Encls,

1 e,nd 2 oi‘ our 1ist of

n the ﬂni,t.ed States, \wh:loh
.mxr friends abx‘osd.

'8incerely ?cm'rs ’

- i|pr, @olf Blattberg
" || pept, of Gultura and Eduaation

116006
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Agudas Israel World Organization
Alliance lsraelite Universelle
American Jewish Commirttee

American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee

Anglo-Jewish Association
Board of Deputies of British Jews

Telephene: Clrcle 5.7826

jl:\va CULTURAL RECONSTRUCT:IO\I Inc.

84} Broadway, New Ym:k 23, N.Y.|

Members of the Cmpamﬂon

. Reconstruction

Coum:xl for the Protection of ¢ Rzghts and
© Interests of Jews from Germany

The Hebrew University

Commission on European Jewish Cultuzal;}
:

Committee on Restoration off Continéntal
Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives| .

Inseressenveriretung der jlidischen
Gemeinden und Kultusvereinigungen
in der US Zone

Jewish Agency for Palestine v

i

Synagogue Council of America

World Jewish Congress

President
SALO W, BARON

Chairman,
Bourd uf Direclors
+JEROME MICHAEL

Vice-Presidenis
LEC BAECK
SIMON FEDERBUSCH
GERSHOM SCHOLEM
. ALAN M. STROOCK

Treasurer
DAVID ROSENSTEIN

Secretary
MAX GRUENEWALD

Executive Secretary
HANNAH ARENDT

Dr. Wolf Blattberg
World Jewish Congress ‘
1834 Broadway .
New York 23, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Blattberg:

Thank you for your letter of Apri
to know that 34 cases with 4032 i
Germany for Argentina. As for this
comminities for which a minimum o
the Advisory Committee, I am happ
now trying to ship to them,up to

promise you 1,000 for Mexico, Ch1
try our best. Brazil will. pet 2

As to the four complainzng countr,

(a) Chile.~- We are in corraspond

a leTter from them dated March 22%

of our Wliesbaden depot,
understandwthe conplaint

isi{ also i

May 2, 1950

|

|
!
H
|
i 19. You will be happy

lems have already left
% smaller Latin Amerlcan

% 250 was recommended by

y to tell you that we are
SOG items. However, I cannot

ﬂe and Uruguay, but we shall

OOG .

ies.

i

ance with them. We received
- Dr. Lowenthal, manager
n touch with them. I don't

(b) Costa Rica.—- We contaoted th

e Asoclaclion Sionista Unida.

We don't have any reply from themL but advised them 1n a -
letter dated February 3 to' get in’touch with Wiesbaden direct-.

1y. At a later date we received|

your letter advising us that

1t would be wiser to deal with the Centro Israelita u1onista.

T will contact them as soon as I
rival body. ever replied.
prepared in Wiesbaden.

Y

pearn from Wlesbaden if the

?heir allotment is already being

(¢) Ecuador.--I wrote you in my 1etter of Harch 29 the reason

why we did not contact them.

Hogever, since you tell me that

two~thirds of the Jewish community 1s German Jewish, I will
try to find books "of an entertainlng character" in the

Wieshaden depot,

and then contact
cla Israelita. .

i

wsc Bo |

the Asociscion de Benafioén-'

116007
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Dr. Wolf Blattberg
5 -2 - 50

(d) Urugua
March 8,

de Montsvideo declares that he is
charges for 1,000 books. I asked
tovuch with: him. There was a cert
Advisory Committes, accord inp tn‘
to 1,000 books. Moreover at tha

we did not. yet ¥now how areat nur

would eventually be.

i

I hope this answers your auestion

kindest regards,

-- We have a 1etter LTOﬂ Mont evideo dated :
n which the President of the Comunldad Israelita

ready to pay freight
Dr. Lowenthal to get in
aln delay because the
our flles, never agreed
t time, in February,.
stoc‘s In Wiesbaden

s, and T am, with

YQUI" g,

Tt p

Hannah Arendt

HA:s

wic B0 |

Exﬁ

cutive 3Jecretary


http:J<>-vI~.if

| Mey 15, 1950

Centro Israelita Sienisﬁa f |
ﬁpartada 1473 o |
San Jose, Costa Rilca a .

x .

Gentlemen.‘

i

Dr. Blattberg of the World Jewish| Congress referred to
me your request to have the Costd] Rlcan Jewish libraries
included in the re-allocation of}baoks recovered from Nazl

300~ 5 0 books, ohiefly,
i prapared for you
iny to Costa Rica
apre yative in charge
ﬁ.G Lowenthal and the

Germany. Pleasa centect Dre Loweptha at your eerly con-=
venience, so that he mey cemmuni@ate to you the actual
exXpenses invalved. i

I will send you in the near. futuﬂe an agreement which
lays. down the conditions under wqich Jewlsh Cultural
Reconstruction distributea the books entrusted to it.

Hoping to hear from you at yaur éarly;cenvenienne,
I am [ - < :

' 3incerely yours,

a |

Hannah Arendt
‘Execubﬂve Secretary
HAzs f o
‘ v
cc to: Dr.Blattbergy :

Dr.Lowenthal - o o

WIC E\0




f Germany, the American Army
‘ ches in the vicinity of
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When, in the beginning of 1949, the JCH was recognized by the American mili-
tary authorities a& the trustee of the Jewish peopleffor unclaimed, heirless, or
unidentifiable cultural property, the Offenbach Depot was ready to entrust to the
JCR's care approximately 250,000 volumes, 700 torah scrolls, and 10,000 ceremonial
“objects, all of which the mllitary authorities had cla851fied 8g unidentifiable
property. During the following year, about 50,000 more Judaica and Hebraica were
turned over to the JCR as originating from various GFrman-Jewish institutions which
were noe longer in existence, while 50,000 lteme of identifiable but unclaimed prl—
 vate property will be entrusted to the JCR this fallf.

The chief characteristic of this materlal was that it consisted almost entirely
of broken gsets, remnants of private or public collections, with not a sgingle col-.
lection which seemed an intact unit. The solution cf this riddle was that Rosen-
berg's Eingatzstab had not been the only Nazi agency licensed to loot Jewish books
and ordered to establish an anti-Semite library. Its ‘greatest competitor in the
field was Gestapo headquarters in Berlin. Ancther "competltor" was Streicher, the.
infamous Gauleiter in Nuremberg who collected about 6 000 volumes of Rabbinica,

a collection which the JCR also succeeded in recavering and which has been allo~-
cated to the Yeshiva University of New York. |

" The ceremonial ob;ects likewise did not originate from any of the famous art
collections of Jewish muiseums but were looted from synagogues all over Central
Europe. Unlike the books, which are comparatively well preserved, the majority of
these objects bear visible marks of willful destruction.

It was precisely this situation which made it Aecessary for the JCR to process :
and sort tbhe recovered material carefully and undquthe supervision of experts be-
fore allocation to Jewish libraries or museums could be made. Among the Hebraica
were large amounts of Rabbinical literature of many ' centuries, including a number
of early prints and other rare items, as wall as works which have become extremely
scarce since the war., Among the Judaica were Ylddish titles which were printed on
the eve of the war and had never become known in any country, as well as scholarly
and secular works in German, Slavic, and West European languages. To these must
be added perlodicals of all languages and centuries. Since the beginning of the
JCR's operations in the :gpring of 1949, approximauely 300,000 volumes. and 10,000
ceremonial objects have been sent out of Germany to various countries and institu~
tions, while the JDC in Paris has taken upon itself the task of sorting, repairing,
and redistributing all torah scrolls.

Allocation is made after careful investlgation of the needs of the Jewish coﬁ-
munities all over the world. Generally speaking, roughly 40% of all items are
given to Israel, 40% to the Western Hemisphere, and the remaining 20% to all other
countries. However, the Library of the Hebrew University has first call on all
books needed there, and the Bezalel Museum receive% first choice in the allotment
of ceremonial objects. The close cooperation with Iszaeli institutions was empha-.
sized by the choice of Dr. Shunaml of the Hebrew University Library, and Dr, Nar-
kiss, Director of the Bezalel Museum, as experts for the work on books and art
obJects in Germany. - {

.With the exception of the United St&tes, whexe the JCR is directly in charge
of distribution to libraries end museums, distribution is carried out under the
auspices of the national Jewish communityrof eachvcguntry to which allocation has

il
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been made. However, this: distribution also follows uertain specific rules which
were laid down by the Board of Directors of the JCR and under which no book or ob-
Ject may ever be sold; each must be returned to the original owner should such owner-
ship be proven; no library may keep any book' which turns out to be a. duplicate of
- one in its own collection; and a list of all items received has to be prepared for
the JCR. Each book is marked by an ex 1ibris and each object by a marker so that ,
it may not be forgotten that these particular items hre but the surviving relics of
the great spiritual tradition of European Jewry. |
Distribution in the United States started a yeai ago, and speclal attention is
given to the needs of the Yeshivoth. In view of théigreat agsistance given by Amer-
ican authorities in the work of the JCR in Germany,[the chief Jewish divisions of
non-Jewish libraries in the United States were recently inoluded among the recipient
institutions. The Library of Congress, the New YorkgPublic Library, Columbia Uni-
versity, and Yale University have already selected substantial material.

Distribution to the other countries of ‘the Weséern Hemisphere, i.e. to Canada
and the Latin American countries, commenced this spring and will be completed this
fall. Allocation® to the Latin American countries wa% made in close cooperation with
the Cultural Department of the World JeW1sh Congress in New York.

About 45,000 books are still in the JCR‘S Germgn depot. They consgtitute the
only identifiable private property which was found in 0ffenbach. - However, none'of
the great and famous private libraries of the Earopaan Jewish scholars is among them.
These are stray volumes; the 45,000 books once belonged to approximately 16,000 own-
ers! This material will be turned over to the JCR 1n ‘the near future because it
constitutes unclaimed property. - Although the original owners who did not claim
- their property prior to January 1, 1949, have lost their legal rights, the JCR plans ,
- to publicize a list of private ovmers to whom six or more books belonged, in order
to make recovery possible beyond the legal deadlinéI‘

In connection with this work in the American zone of Germany, and because no
similer recovery of Jewish cultural property has besn undertaken in the British and
French zones, the JCR has begun an extensive search for Jewish cultural treasures.
which may have found their way into German libraries, mseums and archives through
the confiscation policy of the Nazis, or are now held in custody by various munici-~
pal and other German authnritles. The most important finds again occurred in the
American zone: many thousands of Jewish community| documents in the Bavarian muni-
cipal and state archives and the remants of the valuable collection of the Frank-
fur~ Jewish Museum in the Historical Museum of Frankfurt have been discovered in
the course of this search. But these are only thelmost important items. The Ger-
men depot of the JCR continually receives small shipments of books, ceremonial
objects, and torah scrolls in response to its communications to all major German
cultural institutions and organizations. In the American zone, the JCR, through the
services of the JREO, 18 cleiming Jewish property through regular channels. How-.
ever, no such possibility has existed thus'far in the British and French zones, so
that the JCR has only béen able to prepare.the groznd for future successor organiza-
tions through centrelization and the checxinv of iaformation.
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have agked also for
Ject @ther countries ‘

Cs j > pa xies appeared 8B
: f‘bs, and i wrote to Hr, Ben«B‘ . sboift this during your
8, I &n mure you will £ind a{’ oper way to determine the
ﬁiaﬁributiun of books in ‘&hsse caunzhries.

Tith xincwa!: regards, 1 remain -l v
i Sincerely .yours,
1 .

_
o ‘ : Dr, ‘Wolf Blattberg
Wibg ; 7 o I}ept. of Cult,ure and Education

w3c B |
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Dr. Hermnah Armdﬁs Saavebary :
Jewigh Cul tural Reconstruetion !
184 Broadvay ,‘
Heow Torik Gi‘%y } o

Dear Iv. &m&bl
Imwwgl&dtolmfmowtﬂephma conversation

of today tust blwre ars st41l sume hooks awvalleble in ‘
Germeny, & pemﬁ.cn of which eaz; be diré‘etaé to Latin hem

on. ” .
Mey I suggeshiiiat nbmza 1, 500 ar tmsa beoka be shippsd to
grdie and Brazil, The Jew:iah ammmyf of Chile has rot ree

eeived sny sllocedion wp to date, and Ij think that it wudd
therefore ba falx $o givs them aboub ‘7% books. About 250
boukke @rould he gent 'ta Brezil. The reeipiwta in these two
sowmtries ave as fallowss : |
1)%:\; Rebert Levy, ﬁemﬁm Genoral
Gamita nepmamtaﬁvo de &la Oalecbividaﬁ Israelita

( d@ Me
?wamm%% o g

| Samtisgo, Chile } | ; |
meeagmgam Ime:.m Paiista
I? 8&0 P&Ul@. Bmail g

I would gma‘bly appreciate your mmmiwting with the afore=
nentioned m@ipimts in order to m«a ﬁhe fingl arrangements.

With kindest rsgarda and beet wishsa far a very happy new ym, ‘
T em . ,

3
4

. ||8incerely yours,

MR A e b 3 AR Db % e

i |'Wolf Elattberg

Cwre B0



Telephone: Clrele 5-7826

L

JBWISH CULTURAL RECONS’I’RUL [TON, Inc.
!
11841 Broadway, New Yotk 23, N. Y :
Members of the Corporatton »} {

Agudas Israel World Orgunization " 'Commission on European Jewish Cultural; Interessenvertretung der jidischen
Alliance Israelite Universelle ; Recunst.mctxon ¢ i . Gemeinden und Kultusvereinigungen |
Committee on Restoration of Continental in der US Zone i ) r
American Jewish: Commmee ‘ " Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives ' i

American jewxsh ]mm
Distribution Committee

Anglo-Jewish Association

:(_:onsexl Representatif des Jnxfg de France §| Jewish Agency for Palestine

Couscil of Jews from Germany } Synagogue Council of America

Board of Deputies of British Jews , The Hebrew University o | World Jewish Congress

President
SALO W. BARON
Chairman,
; B of Directors
JEROME MICHAEL

Vice-Presidents
LEQ BAECK
SIMON FEDERBUSCH
GERSHOM SCHOLEM
ALAN M. STROOCK

Treasurer
DAVID ROSENSTEIN

Secretary
MAX GRUENEWALD

Executive Secsetary
HANNAH ARENDT

(gc EN0

Avgust 15, 1951

Dr. Wolf Blattberg

World Jewish Congress S
15 FEast 84 3treet f B : :
New York, N. Y. : I ' ,

Dear Dr. Blattberg: ' §
I am sorry but the people in Cuba didn't receive
any books because they didn't reply’to my letter
of April 26th asking them which liinds of books
they would like to have. We eveﬂ sent them an
order form which they never retuaned..

I also have bad news for you conéerning ceremonlal
objects for Mexico. We ar now lat the last stage
of cur activities, shipping all casesy
cannot include, in this last, sh:pment
with ceremonial ob;ects for ﬁéxico because, not
cnly did T not PGGPIVS a checl cbvering our ship-
ping expenses, but they didn't e&en return the
agrevement to us which each 1nst1tut10n must sign,
as you know, hsfore allocataons can be made.

i

1 am, tharefore, making arrangem§nts to have these
objects distributed in the Uniteg'states.

A
‘,S

uly yours,

HmmﬂzMwMt

,ze$utive Seciretary

ha/es
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JEWISE CULTURAL mcomss:ﬁuc'r:mm e,

1841 Broadway, New York 23, N
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MEMORANTIM

y

To: Members of the Board of Directors and Advieory Commlttee
From: Hannsh Arendt 4 '

}
After we closed our activitiee on March lﬁth I prepared the enclosed statistice
in order to give you an overall report of the activities of the corporation from -
its beginnings, in October 1947, until March 1952. Fhe entire period, however, is
covered only by the Financial Report (Sheet No. &), hecauae recovery and redistrib-
ution of cultural treasurgs did not start before l9ﬁ9.

*

Sheet Yo. 1l reports the numher of books recovered and redistributed. These books
were distributed elther directly fram Germany, sometimes via Pariag, or through the
New York depot, which was in charge of dietrﬁbution}to libraries in the United
States, Canada, Latin America, Africa and Australiall Most of the periodicals and
rare books were shipped from New York. : ;

!

The number of books distributed directly from Europelie glven in the first or top
figure, whereas the second figure indicates the number of items shipped from

New York. The two figures together censtitute the total of recovered items in
each of the verlous categories. :

Sheet No. 2 reports the dietribution of beoke to librariee in the United States.
This sheet gives a more detailed account and corresponds to the United States
figure con Sheet No. 1.

: . | '
Monthly or bl-monthly reports are available for the|whole period and these contain
similar, though slightly more detailed breakdowns into categories. .

{
i

Sheet No. 3 shows the world distribution of ceremonial obJlects and Torah Scrolle,
including scrap metal, fragments of objects anﬂ ecrolls and scrolls which had to ;
be buried.

All Torah Scrolls were distributed through the JDC- Offices in Paris, with the
exception of 110, which came to this country. The Synagogue Council of America
is in charge of their dietribution.

Of the ceremonial obJecte all museum objects with:the exception of those that
went to Israel, were distributed by our New. York depot Synagogue objects for
Western Europe were dietributed by the JDC officee in Paris.
No special report for the distrivution of mueeum and synagogue obJlects in the
United States 1s included because this part of our operatione was completed in i
1950 and reported in the: annual statement for that year.
b

¥
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| MEMORANDUM _(CONTINUED) |

it

Sheet No. 4 covers the financial report from October l9h7 to March 15, 1952.
Time periods are arranged in accordance with the Annual Meetings, at which
financial reports were submitted. Figures reported under A.l. of Disburse-
ments cover all administrative expenses; figures under A.2. include freight
and insurance to New York as well as expenses incurred in connection with the -

handling of books and ceremonial objects in the New York depots. The insurance

figures under A.L. cover insurance in New York such as fire insurance for our
book depot and workmen's ccmpensation inaurance for the New York staff.

Expenses Tor individual claimants and the Baltic colchtion are reported
separately because a separate budget was allocated for this operation. This
figure is not final, A final bill fram the JDC offices in Paris, which vere
in charge of restitution and reallocation, is still outstanding.

|
One of the shortcamings of the enclosed statistics is,that we were unable to
indlicate the monetary value of these treagures. We can however report the
amounts for which we insured our recoveries on their trips around the world,
should the Board of Directors need this information. §

annah ‘Arendt
ecretary

July, 1952 « o}
. : |

wIc O

'3
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- Germany

— B i |
Canadian Jewish Congress Puts Mamcrialngbelg‘in Books Recovered from

The Canadian Jewish Congress' specilal ccmm:ttee in charge of dlstribution'
of bookse received from the collection which was recovered in Germany after
the war has placed a labvel in every took to indlcate its origin and alsc %o
serve as a memorials The text on the sticker reads. "This book was orce
the property of a Jew, victim of the Great Massacre in Zuropep The Nazic
who seized this book eventually destroyed the:owner4 1t has been recovsrad
by the Jewish people, and reverently placed 1n this institution by the
Canadian Jewish Congress, ‘as a memorial to- those who gave their lives fcr
the Sanctification of the Holy Nemes" | ot
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_the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Inc., {upon the initiative and

| - your itinerary: : i

| |
June 13,1953 o

To: Dr. A. Steinberg Buenos Aires,Argentine

From: W. Blattberg

It is naw almost two years since’ books from the stocks rescued , co
in Germeny were sent to the Jewish conmunities of Latin America by S

through the efforts of our Department. These books covered all fields
of Jewish literature, such as Rabbinics,l| secular books in Hebrew and
Yiddish, Judaica in Germen and other E‘uz;opean languages, rare books,
and penod:.cala. : . , M :

During all this time I was in constant communication with the
recipients of the bocks in regard to tieir distribution, end, in i
accordance with our established = policy)| urged them to keep these

“books as\ a separate unit, to integrate them into Jewish libraries

vherever such may exist, and to establish new libraries in thosa
places where none existed heretofore. ‘

i B .
I ahould like to supply you the following information on the
final disposal of the books on the bas:ns of reports which I received
from the respective Communities.The 1nfomation relates both to the
countries which you are about to visit and to those not included ;m

H
ARGENTINE - Received over 5 ,000 books, among them many - valuable
volumes, and 121 rare books. The recipient was the DATA. It was ' !

 decided to distribute these books among||those 1ibraries and cultural -

ingtitutions in that country where, in DAIA*S opinion, they would

' prove most useful. According to. informaticn vhich I received recently

from Dr.M.Goldmann s & public ceremony and exhibition of some specimens
‘wag scheduled to be held prior to their distribution.

As the ce ;emony was scheduled for the "h:tme vhen Israelts Fifth

anniversary was celebrated, it was poatponed for a while, at the -

" request of Israsl's Minister to Argentine. I hope you will have the

opportunity of takihg pert. in the celebration and pointing out the -

" role played by the Cultural Department in bringing about the shipment

of these books to the Argentine Jewish icommv.ru‘l;sr.

BOLIVIA - Received 1,300 books, which were shipped to the Circulo
Israelita. Since the Girculo Israelita iwas then completing its own new
building, they set aside a special room; for these books, where they -
are kept as 2 commmity library. »

\A\gc Em
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(To: Dr.A.Steinberg - Buenos Aires ? | 'Juée‘3,1953
(From: W.Blattberg) o

1
!

BRAZIL - Received 2,500 books which yera shi%ped to the Confederacac das
Entidades Reg esentatlves da Colectividade Israelita do Brasil. The Execu-
tive of the Confederacao, at its meeting of March 4451953, decided to -
distribute the books equally between the Jewish Federation in Rio and

that in Sac Paulo, with the provision that the bocks constitute a nucleus
of a ceniral library to be establiched by both Federations. The decigion

" explicitly states that the books must be. at;the disposal of the entire
Jewish community. Information 2s to ‘the diSposal of the books was sent to
me by Dr.Winterstein, P T

CHILE - Received 1,250 books which,=in agree ment with the Jewish
commmity there, vere shipped to the Federd¢ion Sionista De Chile. The
reagon for turning over the bocks to the Federacmon vas that they already
had a library, =nd the new.books were 1ncluded therein. Besides, the
cultural life of the commmity is concentrated in the Federaciun Sionista.

COSTA RICA - Peceived 450 books, a number Jhidh by far exceeds their
propoztionate share. This was done because{the Costa Rica community
shoved exceptional interest in the beooks. Qhe shipment was addressed to
the Central Israelita Sionista, and the booka were placed in a special .
room at the ae«ush Center. ; ;‘

ECUADOR - Received 225 books - partly in thL German language - at the
exprass wish of the community in that countny‘ The recipient was Associaw
cion De Benef‘icencia Israelita in Quito. '

MEXICO - Its allotment was over 800 books, but a considerable number of"
them are very valuable. The books were sh*pped to the Comite Central
Israelita de Mexico, which discussed the question of their distribution
at several meetings. The problem was also dealt vith in the Yiddish press
of Mexico. The Comite Central Israellta finally decided not to distribute
the books among the existent libraries, ‘tut to establish a -special commu-
nity library. lhe Comite Central Israelitalieven engaged a special libra-
rien for this purpose. This informatlon came to me from ‘the WJC office in

Mexico City.

5
PERU - Received 550 books, which vere Shipped to the Sociedad Union
Tsraelita Del Peru. On receipt of the books the Sociedad arranged a
great public celebration, : { ‘ SR

URUGUAY, .~ Received 1,670 books, whlch were sent to the Commmided Israel-
ita Ve Montevideo. The Commumidad placed ﬁhe.books in its existing Com-
‘mmnity’ lerary _ ’

11602
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(Tos Dr. A.Stcinberg:~ Buenos Aires : | | June 3,1953

l
i
-3- i
§ ’
From: W.Blattberg) ° : ‘
VENEZUELA - Receivedyzéoﬁbooks, vhich were sent}to the Union Igraelita’ De
ACaracas. The books were placed by the Unlon in its Peretz lerary. '

As is evident from the foregoing, not all Jewish communlties in Latin
America received booLs, although a1l of them w?re approached by this Depart-
ment, and urged to file applications. As you well know, we felt that only
those communities which showed dinterest in the books and gave scme under-
takings for their proper use should receive thém. Commmnities from which no
proper response was . received had therefore, tofme omitted.

- On submiting this information, I should lgke to request you to look
into the matter of these books, their d:svosalﬁand ntllization in all the
commumnities which you will visit, and to please give them such instructions
and advice as you deen drprcprlate. Lpart from“their general cultural signi-
ficance, the books have alsc a special sentimental value, inasmuch as they

represent the spiritual hLeritage of the annlhilated Jewish Communities of
Europe. I1f properly used, the books could, Lndoubtedly, be a considerable
cultural factor in tne life of the respective communitles.

7880/6-3-53 /B RK/B s
CIIL/53.66 | i
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Agudag Israel World Organization -
Alliance Israelite Universelle

American Jewish Committee

American Jewish Joint
. Distribution Committee

Anglo-Jewish Association

Board of Deputies of British Jews

‘ ‘ Telephone: Clrcle 5.7826

}EWISH CULTURAL RE(;ONSTRU«:T"TION, ENC.»

+1841 Broadway,~ New York 2} N. Y:

Members S"mr—eépom:zon g
Interessenvertretung der jlidischen
Gemeinden und Kulnzsverexmgmxgen

in der US Zone

‘Commission. on European ]ewxsh Cultural ’
Reconstruction ’

Committee on Restoration ofs Contmentalg
Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives

Conseil Representatif des jmfs de France., i
- Council of Jews from Germany . .
b i World Jewish Congress o . . ‘

]ewssh Agency for Palestine

Synagogue Council of Amenca

The Hebrew University

ol 268

President
SALO W. BARON

CGhairman,
Board of Direclors
! JEROME MICHAEL

Vice-Presidents
LEO BAECK
SIMON FEDERBUSCH
MAX GRUENEWALD
GERSHOM SCHOLEM
ALAN M. BTROOCK

Treasurer
DAVID ROSENSTEIN

Secretary
HANNAH ARENDT

When at its Lﬁwt Annual, meeting, in December 1951, Jewish

f

NOTIGE CF ANNMUAL MEETING ‘TO Bni FOLLOWED BY MEETING
. OF THE BOMRD OF DIRECTORS

Cultural Reconstruction decided to suspend its agtivities, ihe

. Board of Directors foresaw the poseibility that the organizae

tion might have %0 "be reagtivated aft.ar twe opr three ysars" .
and that, although there was no neason A% the &:‘lma e keap the L
organization Wagtive,! it hae; to ba kapt. "alivg.™ . ,

I% seems that now tha time hag come . to reTise the degision of

~tke Poard of December 1951 bpcause Jewiah Cyltural Reconstrups

tdon is likely to be called upon ta mn,glezv 8111] anpther major
service to the gultural imtit,uticns ex‘ %he Jaﬂiah commmss
in the wovlde ‘

/«

You will vemszber that, almoet ‘shnecs the peginning of cup ,g.;

tivities, we deemed it egsenijal to mi,,:mi‘ilm Hebraw maryscripts

ard Jewish documents in European libraries and archives, cwned
by Jewish and nop~Jewish ,institntiens{al;ka, Previous attempts
to get the negessary funds toicarry Qut this projeqt, which would
include all Western Eurgpean qguntri@aa had not bean successful,
and this was the only reasan why we ha,é tq give np the project
forn the time baing. ; o

>,

o sy

i
Jewish Gu:.wra;l Bgconatmtptim t;m*cugh its president and 1%s

secretary, racently applisd for funds ‘for this project to the
Qonference on Material Claims,; and the chances that this applis
gation will be granted sre gopds It is for the purpose of
planning and organizing the: mierofilmirg praject that we are
palling the Annual meeting, %o be fcllqsmd by a meeting of tha
Boapd of Pirectors, : l

Bings the lasi meettng atd nqt reelagt} us officeps for thy ysars
of suspandod astivities, an al@g&iqn/@:{’ directors and office.v;«s
will be on the agenda of the Apnual meet.ing, The -phief item gn
the agerda of the Board of Directorat meting s following the Anpnual
®2eting, m’;,l be discussion of % the micmfilm rrojact, tha forma-
tipn of a naw Advisery Commitise for £his purpose, and other
matters eﬁwaw comwctad vsi,th it.

s
. iy

;
¥

Y
}.—-.ﬁ.
T3
oo
o
(_C\




NOTICE OF ANNUAL AND BOARD MEETINGS  (

i
3

P

Please take notice that an Annual meeti:

b
|

2)
|
"1‘

|

ng of the members of

Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, ‘Inc. will take place on Monday,
April 5, at L:00 o'clock in the ' afternoon, in the offices of
Professor Salo W, Baron, Columbia Unlver51ty, Fayerweather Hall,

room 611, New York City.

You are 1nvlted to designate your reprebentative for next year
in advance.. Each member organlzatlon 1? entitled to be repre=

'sented by two directors.

?

In accordance with the prOV181ons ‘of the By-laws, each member
of the corporation shall be deemed present if it is represented
in person or by prcxy by one rcpresentatlveo .

The Annual meeting will be followed 1mmed1ately by a meeting of

the newly elected Board of Directors.

In view of the importance of the de0153
meeting, members are requested tc make.

1-]

]

ons to be made at this

Eeverv effort to attend.

Flease return the enclosed response card upon receipt.,

March 10, 195L.

Hannah Arendt
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JEWISH CULTURAL RECOJSTRUCTION,”INC.
R 18li1 Broadway, New York 23, fY'
MINUTES OF MEETING OF BO&RD OF DIRECTQRS
_April 5, 195h !
, y
Pursuant to a notiice dated March 10, 195L, copy of whmch precedes these minutes,
a meeting of the Board of Directors was held at 5:00 P.M., on April 5, 195k, at
Professor Baron's offlce, Columbla Unlvers1ty, New Yo?k City.

The following members were present: Dr. Wolf Blattberg, S+ Cherniak, Rabbi Simon
Federbush, lfarcel Franco, Dr. Solemon Goldsmith, Dr.iMax Gruenewald, leo Guzik,
Dr. Ben Halpern, Dr, E. Y. Kutscher (proxy for Dr. Scholem), David Rosenstein,
Dr. Simon Segal, Dr. Judah Ji Shapiro (proxy), Eugene Weill, Also attending:
Saul Kagan of JRSO. ' 5 ‘5‘

Professor Salo W, Baron, President, acted as Chairman and Dr, Hannah Arendt as
Secretary of the meeting. ; ‘ Fy

Professor Baron opened the meeting with a report on the progress made in those
matters which were left unfinished when actlvitles were suspended in March 1952:

1. Decrees. Following negotmations by Hannah Arendt in 1952, decrees have thus
far been granted by Bavaria and Wurtenberg—Baden, 1ﬂiadd1tion to Hessen. Berlin,
in spite of the efforts of Dr. Wormann, refused to i%sue a similar decree. This
means that with the exception of Berlin, all Iaender!of the American zone in

Germany have issued decrees.

In the summer of 1952 Professor Baron negotiated w1th the federal government and
with the Permanent Conference of the Ministers of Educatlon of the German laender
in Bonn in order to persuade them either to 1ssue a federal law or decrees in all
German Laender which should be modelled after the decrees in the American zone.
Dr. Schoenfeldt of JRSO is following up these negotlatlons and we are still hoping
for favorable results. : j{ ~

i
2, Findings. Material handed over after suspen51on of activxties was shipped to
Israel. Should more findings turn up, it may be desirable to give priority to
European Jewish communmties. ' ,

New findings may very well be a by~product of the wérk being done in connection
with the microfilm proaect. ;

i it
3. History of JCR. Professor Baron has commlssioned Zvi Ankori, a student of
Columbia University, to work under his and Dr, Arendt's guidance on a history of -
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, which had been decmded upon by the Board of
- Directors at the last meeting. It is hopqithat this report will be finished
during the current year. .

|
Upon motion made by Dr. Federbush and duly seconded, it was decided to dedicate
this volume to the memory of Professor Jerome Michael.

After Frofessor Baron's report, the fdllcwihg.matte%s were discussed:
1. Since the Interessenvertretung der Juedischen Cnemeinden und Kultusvereining-

ungen #n der US Zone no longer exists, it was decided to invite the Zentralrat
to become a member of the corporation in its place. ‘
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e Professor Baron raised the question of JCR membegshlp in the Conference on
Jewish Material Claims Against Germany and said thatlhe personally would be
opposed to it because all our member organlzatlons, with the exception of . the
Hebrew University are members. 3 ﬁ

%
Upon motion duly made, seconded and carrled, it was decided to table decision
on this question. . , ;

f
3. Professor Baron reported on the micrcfilm proaect. He said that our applie
cation to the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Agalnst Germany calls for
$71,000 per year for a period of three years and covers all Western European
countries. Two negatives, one to be deposed in theiUnxted States and the other
in Israel, are contemplated. : «ﬂ,

In view of the fact that other organizations are slso contemplating microfilm
projects, duplication of effort must be avoided.

a. Israel Ministry of Education, In his letter to Professor Baron, Professor
Scholem brought the following to the attention of the meeting: "..., the Ine
stitute of Hebrew Manuscripts at the Israel Ministry of Education and Culture
has operated here for: several years and representatlves of both the Governe
ment and the Hebrew University -- and I am among !them —- serve on its Board
of Directorss Since the Institute's initiation it has succeeded in making
microfilas and, to a smaller extent, also photostats of Hebrew manuscripts,
The Institute is headed by Dr. Nehemia Aloni whof has undertaken three trips
abroad and visited France, Italy, Switzerland, Western Germany, Austria and
Hungary. Up to date ‘the instltute has accumulated microfilms of 2300

codices (comprising about 6000 works and among them all important ones from
Western Germany, Austria and the Vatican Imbrarles) ard 1500 fragments.
Another LOOO codices (comprising about 10,000 wcrks) and 6000 fragments have
been selected for microfilmlng. In accordance glth the Institute's terms of
reference only manuscripts proper, but no archlﬁal material, have been in-
cluded. Dr. Aloni has succeeded in finding many private collections and in
also persuading their owners to have their items photographed, Unfortunately
the progress and the scope of the activity is hampered by lack of foreign
currency. Nevertheless the work of the Institute is progressipg well and it
already renders valuable services to scholars. PIt is thus desirable or even
essential that close cooperation between the Institute and J.C.R., will be
established in connection with the project to photograph manuscripts. The
Institute is of course ready to partlcipate in!any constructive plan."

b. Yad va-Shem and the Yiddish Scientific Instatuxe (YIVO) are interested

in the "hurban™ literature, Ihey too have submited an application to the

Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany and will start work if
and when they get funds. ; l

c. The. N&tlonal Archives in Jerusalem, headediby Dr. Bein and Dr. Herlitz,
are also interested: 'in microfilming. "b

M
However, the problem should not be overrated. Nop more than an estimated

20,000-30,000 pages of manuscripts out of ‘an estimated total of one million
pages of manuscripts and documents, i.e. 2%—3%, could possibly be duplicated.

Professor, Scholem, pointing out that the Israe11 %roup is "greatly interested
in haV1n§ the valuable collections in the United States, too, included in the
project," submitted to the Board of Directors the!| following resolution:

i

oo
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"The Board of Directors resolves that the projecé‘ of microfilming of Hebrew
manuscripts and Jewish documents throughout the world should be undertaken
in coordination with the Institute of Hebrew Manuscnpts at the lﬁ.nistry of
Education and Culture, Jerusalem." , ;

It was decided that all ei‘forts should be closely coordinated and that no photo=
stats ghould be made because they are too expensiveJ The feeling of the Board
was that, while we wish to include the whole world in our project, we must first
start with Europe and may later decide to expand t.he work. Professor Baron
pointed out that no money from the Conference on. Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany can be used for work other than in Europe. |Dr, Simon Segal pointed out
that Austria too has to be left out. !

)
l!

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the following resolution was adoptedt:

The project of mlcrofilming manuscripts and documents of Jewish interest
throughout the world should be undertaken in cooperation with those other
organizations which are interested and working m this field.

The motion was adopted unanimously, Dr. Kutscher abstaimng for technical
reasons.
I

Dr. Kutscher proposed that rare books be included in the microfilm project. It
was felt, however, that it would not be wise to include these because many ore
ganizations have applied to the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against .
Germany for funds to- republish books that are out ‘l)f print,

Professor Baron asked for and was given authority to turn down any reduced
appropriation by the Conference on Jewish Material §81aims s if he felt that such
appropriation was too small to embark upon the work and do it properly and
adequately.

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carr:.ed, the President was empowered to
appoint a new Advisory Committee to assist us in carry:.ng out the microfilm
project. , .

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 P.i.
| Respectfully submitted,
Hannah Arendt

! Secretary.
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Telephone: Clrcle 5-7826

JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRU:CTION INC

Agudas Israel World Organization

Alliance Israelite Universelle

American Jewish Commnittee

American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee

Anglo-Jewish Association

Board of Deputies of British Jews

‘Commission on European ]ewlsh Cultural
. Committee on Restoration of - Continental!

"Conseil Representatif des ]’mfs de Prance]
' Council of Jews from Germany

1841 Broadway, New Yozk 23, N. Y

Members of the Corpomtton i

Reconstruction

Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives

The Hebrew University i . i’}

Interessenvertretung der jiidischen
Gemeinden und Knltmveremxgungen
in dm‘ US Zone .

]ewxsh Agency for Palestine
Synagogue Council of America
World Jewish Congress

President
SALO W. BARON

Chairman,
. Board of Directors
JEROME MICHAEL

Vice-Presidents

LEO BAECK
SIMON FEDERBUSCH

i

MAX GRUENEWALD
GERSHOM SCHOLEM
ALAN M. STROOCK

Treasurer
DAVID ROSENSTEIN

: H
Conference on Jewlsh Material Claims;
270 Madison Avermse i
New York 16, N. Y. -

Attention:

|

September 10, 1954

Agalnst Gemaﬁy

Dr. J*;J. Shapiro

Secretary
HANNAH ARENDT

Following a decision of the Board of \Directors of Jewish
Cultural Reconstruction, I am resubmitting, on behalf of the

Board, an application for a microfilm

project, as outllined

- WTIc B\ | < gi

in the enclosed memorandum, { gf

In view of raoent davelopmants and a.ppropriations granted by
the Conference on Jewish Material CLa.ims to other orgmiza-
tions, we have cha.nged our original xpro,ject in the following

respects:

N

l. Ve ahall exclude all a.roh:lval materiel relating to the
period after 1933 on the assumption ithat thie era will be

i

covered by the undertaking of the Yalt}l Veshem and YIVO,.

2. We shall microfilm only such Betéirw manuscripte which will

}

not duplicate the task undartaken byf the Israelli Ministry of

Education.
langmgas other than Hebrew, such as

and all European languagea.

3. Because of these raatrictions s "»P

e W e e

We are prepared to microfﬂ.m Jewish manuscripts in
Yidﬂiah, Ladino, Arabdic

were able to reduce our

budget from $213,300 00 to 8180,000.00 for a period of three

years.

Unfortunately, it is imposeible to reduce thls budget any
further because the expenses for experba as well as traveling
and omrhead expenses will romain a.lmoat the same and the

!

_expenses for microfilming are relatifely mall, especially


http:213,300.00

wfc E\0
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on large orders, so that even hero the fagét that we will micro-
film a hundred thousand pages & year 1eea will be of no great

financial mrtance.

Neither were we able to reduce t.he threa

1

”«A—«—-w

year pericd becauee

we 8till bave to work in all the countriea of Western Europe.
We contemplate vorking in ome or: two oountriea at a tims and

hope to cover all the libraries :!n Gomax{xy and Austris during
the first year. The subsequent two years will be devoted to

all other European countries west of the ’Iron Curtain,

|

Our budget of $60,000.00 per yea.r is baa%d upon the expenaea
incurred on a pilot study coveri.ng the az"chivea of the Jewish
commnity of Worms as well as various bfda and estimates,
detalls of which you will find on page 10 of the enclosed

mmraqdam.
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1y yours,

__- —] g“‘”“:::':

Bannah Avendt
{S cretary

i
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'FROJECT TO MICROFILM JEWISH DOGU!‘ENTS AND MAWSCRIF’TS ‘

%
ﬂ
IN EUROFEAN L!BRARIES Am ARCHUWES
; i

SuBMITTED BY

JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCT ION,|| INC.

1841: BroaowaY New York 23,//N.Y.
Dr. HANNQH,ARENDT ; Sccaz&any.
i
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moaﬂcr T0 MICROFIIM JEWISH DOCUMENTS- AND MANUSCRIPTS Pt
IN EUROPEAN LIERARIES AND ARCHIVES /,

The importance of microfilme which can be deposited end studled

anywhere and at any time and thus blimingto the dangers of phyeical des- ,

P
b

truction through war and neglect has by now been|sufficiently recognized

s P s

f

not to need any further argumentatilon. ‘i‘he new dangers and the new safo-

guards becamse particularly evident in th}.v recent. 1osa_es in Germany and

Austria caused by the threefold cnslought: the Nazl regime, the war and

the Russian ocmpat-ion. While e are vft.hout reliable information about -

the present state of affaira in Eastern Europe, ve Imov -that the damage

to archival material in Western Europenn countr{ios has been much greater

1!
then the losa of the mnuscript collectionn of t.he great librarles.
|

This pro.}ect* 18 concernsd with tha mic ;fi;m.'ms of Jewish documents

in Western European archives from the Middle Ages to 1933 as well as manu-

; : 3 ,
scripts vhich are not covered by the project Off the Israell Ministry of
o { .}

Education. This may inanda some Hebrew mgnuad:lcipt collections, but it

applies primrny t.o‘ manuscripts in lang\mgas &hor than Hebrew.

‘I.‘he m:lcroﬁ]mlng ot archivwal oollection}a for historical and soclal
B

" - regearch 1s of even greater mgportance than vth? microfilming of manuscripta.

|
Mamacripte are frequently eatalogued and sometimes reproduced in offset

xxxxx SR l

(a8 in the case of the famous muscript of tha Babylonian Talmud in Munich)

|
but domnts in a.rchivas are usuzlly given mutlzh lees attention. Many of

them, oapecially thoao placed in tha older but 1mpovariahed Jewiah com-

‘mumnities , are conetantly being lost through naturel causes and human neglect.

wic BE® R 118037




| : 4
The difficulties of this undertaking may 'lfaia 11lustrated by the
folloving observations of the present status of this materisl in Germany

and Austria, (we mention these countries Secauso, -having worked for

several years on the salvage and redistribution ofl Jowish cultural

property looted by the Nazis, we have haen able to} gain eome pertinent

information. Howevar, tha same conditions, to a Aléeaer or greater
degres, prevail also in Italy, France, Bolland andi other countries of
Jowieh settlement.) For example, for the social Iemd cultural history

of nineteenth century Gfermn Jevwry the 1oe'_a of tha‘t' Varnhagen archives,

!

formerly part of the manuscript divieion of the szimaian State Library,

would be very bad. It seems that this mterial never wap returned from
: 1 ) .k
1ts cache in Silesia, It consisted chiefify.of correspondence of the.

Romantic period and contained a large collection of letters between Jews -~

Including Jewlsh women ‘== who had Just sucoaedagl J{.Jn entering the main-

stream of German culture and their German -fcontempor_arioa. An analogous
uncertainty exiets with respect to the Municipal Archives in Frenkfort
whose documents contained the story from *l'ihe thh;gaenth century to our own
time of thie important Jewish community fi’-om whicl‘i the House of Rothschild
avetihza.ll‘y emergéd. . As a matter of fact, ‘Frankfo:irt once boasted of the
most important sources of interest for Jewish schclarsh:lp. It was famous
3 :4

~ for both its Jewish comnnity and nmnicipgl a.rchijma, as well as for the

Hobraica and Judaica division of ite municipal library, the Jewish commmity
) S

WEC B o
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inventory ylelded en estimate of approximately onib

library and its Jewish imsaum, which was ﬁhe most | tnportant in Central

Europe. Only small portiona of the traaaures whitfh once belonged to the

Jows have been fcund, the Hebraica divieion of the

municipsl library seems

 to have been entiraly lost and the Judaica diviaion seoverely damaged.

The wiambouta of Section "W" of ‘the Gehaime Staatsarchiv in

Berlin, an equally impdr‘bant docunsnt collection,

18 likeviae ‘uncertain.

The primary sources fozL the history of eﬁnéipa&tion of Prussian Jewry,

!

. including the famous Me.ncipation Edloct of 181.2, §a well as a great

many documents haar:lug upon the role of tha Jewa in their relationship

between the Prussian State and other eountries we*re once housed there, .

less mrtant porhaps for recent hiatory, but vafy valusble for the later

Middle Ages, were the mmicipal archives of Borlin, whose oldest document

was dated 1295 and wh:lch oontained a 1ist,fof all .".Iew‘iah‘ cif.izens in 1208,

Even the private archives of the Hohenzollern ayn}mty contained much

valusble material for Prussian and world Jewish hfisﬁcry.

On the other hand, we have been informed that the Cologne Municipal

ti'

Archives managed to save their documents » | including the thirteenth century

Papal Bulls relating to Jews and the mperm prhrtlegaa granted them from
' . : I i : L

|

the thirteenth to the fiftesnth centuries, The Bavarien State Librery in

Munich may have lost eome of its documentary ma.te'mal; a recent teptative

|
. o i ‘s‘
ments relating to the history of Bavarian Jews. |

hundxad thouaand. ‘docu-

Thanks to the courags of the museum’s director, the entire Worms

wiIc E\0 R
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Jewish community archive was saved. The Jewiah'dj l'vision of the Iﬁun:lcipal

Archives also seems intact. Like Cologne, the Hox!'ma aettlemant may date
Pack to the Roman Empire and vwe have an unbro}mn mcord of it sinee the
year 1,000, Until the Nazis destroyed 11'. ‘in 1938, Jows from ,all over the -

i
vorld used to make pilsrimgea to its synasogue, Thoae foundation stones

were laid in 1034 and where Rashi, the great theologian who influencad all
of medieval rabbinic litemtum, lived 1n the elaventh century According
to an old legend, its famous prayer hook of 1275 \&raa never removed from
the lectern until the two sacred wolumes had to ’ba saved from the Nazl
storm troopers. Because of the special ;mportanoa of Worns for Jewilsh
history and plety, cus orgenization hae underbaken the microfilming of

its archives as a k:lnd' of pillot study for the largér project weo have had

in mind from the beginning. 1
We are not yet familiar with the present|situation but we have
: : ! : ‘
reagon to hope that the important collections of/mnicipal and state

archives in Viemna dating back to 1200 have snrv?.vad and are again

accessible. Some of theae boused in t.ho 'Vienna Just.izmlaat. vere ir-
¥ ‘!
rotrievably lost in the riots of 1927 and others vere doubtleas do_atrOyed

i

--.,K,_ J—

during World War 11, but the naua-nof-una-'smtmn, vhich contained

many thousande of invaluable doouments pertainira to Jewieh history in

| / |
the 014 Auatro-ﬁunsar‘_ian Empire and othe”r countries, seems to have salvaged

|

the bulk of its colle’ction. The same seems toO hold true for such important

i

provinoial archivea as those in Graz and Salz‘burg

| 116,
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Jewish Cultural Recof:xatruction, Inc., by reason of its aims,
composition end experiex;co, aee?ns to be in 7tm exceltiant position to exscute
the present pro:ject as é na.tuml aaquenca €o its pa"st activities. Since 1t
was organized for the purpose of salvaging and rect%voring the cultural heritage
of Buropean Jewry after the war, the oramiization'a Board of Directors felt
that ite aims would not be achiewd wit}wut this last, step.

Foundsd in 1947, Jewiah Cultural Reconslt.mction is an offspring
of the Commission on Enrcpaan Jewish culmral Recoi:struction, which began to
mmatigato the poeaiblo reatora.tion of hssea auffered by the Nazi occupation
of Europe as far back aa 1945.‘ The Cmniasion wasggexclusivaly & research
body ccmposed of laading Jerwiah scholars a.nd edueatore in the United States
who worked in close eooperation with their‘ colleag’t‘zee at the Hebrew Univarsity
in Jerusalem, scholars in Engla.nd and other ccmntriea. From 1945 to 1947
the Research Fellows of the Commission prepared lift.a, supported by docu-
mentary evidence, of the chief Javieh ctutural tu?raures and their vhere-
abouts in pre-Hitler Europa. Hithout auch liata thara would not have been

{

an intelligent guide to the 1&entification of ﬁndinga and the ascemining
of laaaes. The Tgntative Liat of Jewish Culmral 'rreamxrea in Axia-Occupied
Countries,* oompiled by tha Camission, oontaina é description of all col-

lectiona, both in Jewiah and genora.l mstimtione as they existed prior to

Nazl occupation and conﬂaeation. Geographica.lly t.he List 18 limited to

‘3‘**

countries overrun by the Kazia or other Axis powe . Its sources were

only partly printed ﬁnﬁerl&l; ;considerable 1nf 1tion was obtained from

i

* This psmphlet is outf'oiz print and only §>ne cppy, 18 attached. (Encloaure A).

MO 116041
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systematic interviews with aeveral hundred Europea.r, ) rabbis, scholars,
educators and commity 1ea.ders who now reeide in ti‘the United States.
Tts 704 numbers present the firet readily ava.ilable reliable data in this |
f1eld of scholarship. | } |
Out of the Commission ultimately eunsrge(il our organization,

|
dJewlish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. , 8 trua‘beaahip corporation, incorporated

(in 1947) under the 1aws of the State of New York.t In some respects it has

worked independently of and in amno othera as the :]:ultural agent of the

Jewieh Restitution Successor Organization. . The mal;!‘tber orgenizations of

Jewlsh Cultuxral Reconstmction.fam emmrated in a._gt'.tachod Enclosure 1.
g | Lo :

Our finances have largely been: contributed by the two operating agents of

Jewish Restitution Succeseor Ox"ganization,» the Jeii;:?.sh Agency for Palestine

.and the American Joint matri'bution Comittae Our members organizations

f
are represented by a Board of Dimctora, 115'«;& on the attached Enclosure 2.

t
We have also enjoyed the a.ctive cooperation of an 5excenent Adviaory Com-

mittee composed of leading Jawiah scholars in the }United States (Enclosure 3).

However, because of t.he diﬁ:’arent nature of our f:i.lcthcoming activities and

the different type of advice we shall naed for the:m, this Committee will
have to be reconstituted.' At ite last meeting, hold on April 5, 1954, the
Board of Directors authorized tha :Preaident of the organization to appoint
a new Advieory Comnittee with specialiqpalificationa for the new job.

During the years of our. opera.tion we au‘coeaded in salvagins and

s R ey -

dletributing throughout the world more than 400,000 books, 1,100 Scrolls

L

of Lew apd somse 7,000 ceremonial and a.rtiatic objtiacts. On the average,

some ’forty percent of all ma'teriala went 'bo Ieraal , another forty percent

was distributed to librariea, mxsexma, synagoguea, etc. in the Western

6042
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hemisphere and the rest was sent to Europe,, . South .ﬂgfrica, Australla and

other countries. Not only were existing c:o]_lectione enriched, but a fine
start wvas made towards the formation of mw libra.riea in Johannesburg,
Latin Americe and even in North American and Ierae.‘?.i commmities.

What ve Propose now is to contimxe and oonclude this effort to
transplant the records of a tradition of almost tvg thousand years from
Europe to the United States, Ierael and other counfxi-,ﬁea. The end of this
great era may becoms thé beginning of a nss} one wii_l‘-hout breaking the

!’:

spiritual tradition which constitutes the i;rue ide’z‘xtity of a people.

III

The task of microfilming existfng recongda » documents and manuscripts
would be comparatively :ea.ay if one could decide simply to microfilm all those
in endangered areas. However, this would firesuit ‘in such an overwhelming
guantity of material that the whola proceéure migliz’c turn out to be melf-

defeating. No acholar would be able t.o ﬁnd his way thmugh the data and'

e = Dy S

most likely such unselec‘bed material would be qmmnitted to oblivion and

neglect.

A ——
En—— SO Suaniiatin et

- The problem“kof selection 1is i.u fact primary as far ag archival
material is concernsd. Even wholesale microfilmigt’xg of all extant manu-
scripts would not ovez'ifhem us with nﬁtefial. Th}c:a situation, however, 1s
entirely different as far as the microfi]m:lng of ‘archiva.l material is
concemad. This, as fa.r as ve know, has never beian done on a .Large scale
before, pmbably becanse of the problems m::alveé in the selection, Ko

printed catalogues of such material exist, and even the catalogues of

bt
P-n.
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archives themselves are often faulty and always incomplete. For two years

'(1950-52) wo have tried systematically to ascértain n!)t only what has survivad

of pre-Hitler documentary ma.terial, as described in olTr Tentative List, but ve
have also tried to find out about little known 1mpor'cant holdings we had not
been able to take into account before. Tha.nka to these efforte, ) have been
able to gather photostats or typewritten copies of ma!r‘m archival catalogues,
especially in Austria, Bavaria, Baden and Wurt.temberé, which will be of in-
valuable assistance :In ourj task of selsction.’ From tfl"lxeee records 1t has become
evident that we are confrohted with millions 6f pagee‘- of documents, of which
only a fraction, an estimated 800,000 are necessary 1;or our purposes. We _
agsume that roughly twice 't.his amount will be suﬂ'iciant for a.ll Western |
European countries outaide of Germany and Aus;na, o:l! appmximatély 2,500,000

vages in all, y I

This selaction, as distinguiahed from Bele:cting menuscripts, can

be donp only in the archives themselves. Sevaral teams of two or three axperts

: 1
'who worked in German and Austrian (later in other European) archives before

the var and are familier with the material wi]_l have [to travel from place to
place. local Jewish a.rchivista and hisborians wiil be used wherever possible.
Docmnenta are more diepersed then manuscripte. A amaull town may have saved a
few documents of great 1mportance from its more glor:{ous medieval past in its
munic:lpal archives; it 18 not likely to have any Eelr}rew manuscripts.,

Microfilming has become by now so familiar‘ and welcome to Central

En:ropean librarians and archivists that it will be ea[.sy to get permission

to microfilm the mteria.l To be on the safe slde we diacussed these matters
with leading German a.rch:lvists and librarians and we Ihave a.lso tried 1t

practically in the instance of the Worms Jewish as wefll as mmicipal archives,

S | o
| | 110044
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The dispoaition of the microfilms :Ln va.riouxs countries and libraries

is a special problem which need not de d.iacusaad in full detail, Only a few
lidraries or institutions of higher learning will nae;d complete copies of all
the micro:l’ilms, many, on the other hand, wi.ll want thair manusm:ipt and
documente divisione to £111 their lacunae or to acqu : copiea for special
reaearch undertakings. An mtormal inguiry ahowodg gvvery areat and very
divaraified interest in ﬂze outcome of our proJect. i

Once a negativa is made, positivoo are easily and cheaply obtaimble._
Of course we would follow the suggestions of tha Con:t'erenca on Jewish Material

Claims as far as their diah'fbution is concerned. wze propose to deposit one

negative and ono positiva in an American library, ang another in the Hebrew
University Library in Jeruaa:!am. Other poa:ltims wiill be placed in the
lsading Jewiah 11braries in the world, Theae deta.ila will be worked out when
the project gots under wa.y From our experience we ;![mve no doubt that
library which wants this kind. o:f material vill: be a.bfla and willing to cover
the comparatively small noat for the devalopment of .]Jositiwas.

Consldsring the culmral 1mport;ance of miurofilm enter:prisea the
costs are vory low. The bids in our files vary f::om 2.5 cents to 4 cents

|

per exposure, depamiing on the extent of the order. An axposure covers one

T, .. SRR

or two pages, based on ths size of the page In Gex"lmany it might be advisable

|

to entruet the technical. part of the entire projéct{%o "Microkopie” in Hambursg,
which bas branches m other central Gexrman c:lties aziul is the agent of
Uni_.varai’cy Microfilm in Ann Arbor, l«iichigan: AWe a;:"t-:a1 not sure, hgwevar, that
this will be feasible because in sme :Lnatanoes thég'pgmisaion to 'micro:f’ilm
might depend on giving the order to the miciofiM' «sémces of the archives

mseumn in VWorms, where

e

and libraries themselves, This was the case in the

E AR YA

116045

e e ey


http:JerusaJ.em
http:Libr&.r7

.
FER IR

§
‘10" Lo

A e - . ot =<t

we had to accept a alightly higher price for the micrc:filming of their Je'wis‘h’
archives than we might hava obtained from an outside fim becande 1'b vas
evident that otharwiae the director would have ‘been rLluctant to cooperate.
On.Ly the negatives may have to be orderod fro; European firms. The positives
can be obtained directly from University Micr;fi}n, m‘un Arbor, which charges
a minimm of one sixth cent per foot. Our encloeed h%:.dget (Enclosu:m 4),
which estimates the anmal axpenaes for niomfilm:!ng at. $28,000, 1s based on
approximately 800,000 pages in one negative and threa positives, so that.the
Price of each exposure will be ‘between 2} cents’ and 5? cents, This estimate in-

cludes a margin of 5 percent to 7 percent for‘g axpenee;i!s for postage and pachkeging

which are not usually mcluded in the bids. | i
' h
The realization of the whole pro.ject. will z{-equire some three sears. o

This estimate is based partly on the time neegled ‘b;r_eﬁ:perta to prepare the

material to be micmfi]md. ‘The mic‘mfilm.ng 1teeif; according to the informa-

tion we received, will taka three to five months of each year. We belleve

that three experts will nead eight to ten mnt.he of cont.immus work in Gexman

and Austrian archives alone. They will need t.wo mx:nrel years to con_xpleta the

i

work in other Western countries outside the Iron Cuz:i;ain.
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ENCILOSURE 1

JEWISH CULTURAL Rmcomsmué:mxou, 1ne.

j

MEMEERS OF THE CORPORATION

iAgudaa Ierael World Organization :

Alliance Ismfita Uni'?ersells t
American J‘ewieﬁ Comnitéee
American Joint mstﬁbution Committee -
Anglo~-Jewish Association

Board of Deputiea of British Jewe

Commission on Europaan Jewigh Cultural Re

et e e s — e T e = o 7 S

1
t

1 e

construction

Camittee on Reatoration of Contimm;al Jewish Museuns,

Libraries and

Conseil Representatif des Juifs de France!

Council gf Jewga from Germany

The Hebrew Uni';eraity

Jewish Agency for Palestins
» Synagogue Council of America

\World Jewleh Corgress

wicBO

Archives

s

)

)
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ENCLOSURE 2

JEWISH CULTURAL FECONSTRUCTION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Salo W. Baron, President

leo Baeck, Vice-Preaident

Simon Federbusch, Vice-President
Max Gruemewald, Vice-President
Gersham Scholem, Vice-President
Alan M. Stroock, Vice-Preaident
David Rosenstein, Treasurer
Harmah Arendt, Secretary /

Isaiah Berlin
Wolf Blattberg
Samuel Blumenfeld
Maurice Boukstein
Jules Braunachvig
A. G. Brotman
Rudolf Callmann
Saadia G. Cherniak
Morris Fine
Marcel Franco
Solomon Goldsmith
Robert Gordils
leo Guzik
Bornard Heller
Barnett Jamer

E. Y. KRutscher
Isaac lewin .
Joseph H. Iookstein
Max Ogust

Ogkar Rabinowicz.
‘Cecil Roth ‘
Alfred Rubens
Simon Segal
Eugéne Welll
Jonah B. Wise

Wsc E,.-LO

i

Now York City

Ionﬂ

New York Clty

Milbu.m, N. J.
Jeruaalem

Teow York City

New York City

Now York City

Cleoni , England

New York city

Chicago
New ;York City

: Paria

London

i

New ‘York City

New |York City

New lYork City

New |York City

New rYork City
NemYork City
Neinork City

Now; York City

Long.!on

Jerusalem

New »York City
New.pfork City
New|York City
London ‘
Oxford England
Waeminater, England
Nev[ iYork C ity

Pa,ri 8

Nev York City
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ENCLOSURE 3

JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

OLD ADVISORY COMITTEE

|

i
T

i

Prof. Alexander Marx ,\ Chairma.ﬁ
'Dr. Samuel Belkin

Dr. Joshua Bloch

Mr. Abrehem G. Duker

Bﬁbb:l Oscar Z. Fasman

Dr. Louis Finkelstein

Dr. Nelson Glueck

Dr. Stephen S. Kayaer

Dr. I. Edwvard Kiev, Secretary
Dr. Franz landsberger ,
Rabbi Michael M\’mk

Dr. Abraham A. Neuman

Dr. David de Sola Pool

Dr. A. L. Sachar

Dr. Guido Schoenberger

Dr. Rachel Wischnitzer

w;yc,

\F

e el

[

blogical Seminary, New York

J ex?dsh The

Satiiol @

[
Yeshivah University, New York
New York Public Library
. i ,
: [
Yiddish Sclentific Institute

Hebrew The%:plogical College, Ch‘icagb

Jegriah 'Ihei;:.logical Seminary, New York

Hebrew Unlon College, Cincinmati

i

Je{dqh Mus §um, New. York
Je%iéh ine’éitate of Religion, New York
Hel;miaw Unten College, Cinoinmatl
New York

Drppsie‘ Goillége , Philsdelphia

Neinr York VL

Brandeis University, Waltham, Mees.

New York University

Neﬁv York

i




ENCLOSURE 4

JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRLCTION,

 TENTATIVE ANYUAL éunsmr

Cost of Microfilming 800,000 Manu-
script and Document Pages ‘

Salariea for Three Experts
Traveling Expenses

Clerical and Office Expenses

TOTAL ANNUAL BUDGET

W3 B

%

S

h
1RC.

$28,000.00

17,500.00

7,500.00

7,000,00

$60,000.00

»
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Agudas Israel World Organization
Alliance Israelite Universelle
American Jewish Committee
American Jewish Joint

- Distribution Committee
Anglo-Jewish Association
Board of Deputies of British Jews

Telephone: Clrcle 5.7826

CULTURAL RECONSTRULIION, INC.

1841 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y.!:

Members of the Corpomtson

Interessenvertretung der jiidischen
Gemeinden und Kultusvereinigungen
-inn der US Zone

Commission on European' Jewish Cultural :
- Reconstruction T 4

'Commxttee on Restoration of Contmental
Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives |

Conseil Representatif des Juifs de Frarice
Council of Jews from Germany
The Hebrew University

Jewish Agency for Palestine
Synagogue Council of America
World Jewish Congress

President
SALO W. BARON

Chairman,
; Board of Directors
JEROME MICHAEL

Vice-Presidents
LEO BAECK
SIMON FEDERBUSCH
MAX GRUENEWALD
GERSHOM SCHOLEM
ALAN M. STROOCK

Treasurer
DAVID ROSENSTEIN

Secretary
'HANNAH ARENDT

. Unfqrtunately I was unable to submit}

|September 10, 1954

¥
)
: !
Dear Board Member: l

1
i

I am enclosing a copy of the. application for the micro~
£ilm project which we are resuhmitt:mg to the Conference
on Jewish “aterial Claims Against Germany. This is in
accordance with the decision:of the Board members, the
overwhelming maj ority of whom voted i.n favor of this step.

The text is substantially t.he same as in the original
application,. although somewhat abbreviated. There are a
few important changes regarding the material to be micro-
filmed and the budget, and these areiisumarized in the
covering htten,

to you the appli-
cation in advance for your consideration because the
deadline is September 15th and I just returned to New

"York and only now learned of .the decision of the Board,

4@: 288

However, we may be able to amend the|/text later, so that

if you have any important c.hanges » please let me hear
from you at your early eonvenience. ~ { ,
ot zmc Zl:,rT yours ’
| Hannah Arendt
'113 f Secretary.
g
)
i
i
\ I 118051
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JE@ISH CUETBRAL RECONSTRUCTION IRC.
1841 Broadway, New Ybrk 23) N. Y.

!
|
3

LIST OF RECIPIENT LIBRARIES M ‘
Idbraries

N American Jewish Historlcal Society, New York City
-N Baltimore Hebrew College ‘ -
-\ Brandels University, Waltham, Hass.
NVCollege of the City of New York f
—~~College of Jewlsh Studies, Chicago, Ill.
-N Columbla University, New York City s
- Dropaie College, Philadelphia, Pa, .
o Harvard Uhiversit Cambrldge, ‘Mass. |
Hebrew Teachers Goilege Roxbury, Mass.

sf Hebrew Theologlocal College, Chicago, 111.,'&/} f b L )

J/ ~}~Hebrew Unien College, Cinoinnati, Oh15o Ao

(,/’Hbrzliah Hebrew Teachers Inatitute, Ebw York City
Iowa University, Iowa Clty :
Jewish Comminity Library, los Angeles

e

Cal.

4 wf-Jewish Institute of Rellzlon, New York City 4/ U/ if
. Jewlsh Teachers Seminary and P°°P16’8lﬁhiversity, New York City

59**?~waish.Thaelogical Seminary, New York
~ . Johns Hopkins Unlversity B&ltimnre . Md.
Joint University, Nashviile, Temn. ' ||
— Library of Congress , b
.. - Hirrer Yeshiva, New York City ; p
- Ner:Israel Babbinical College ’Baltimore Md.
_ New York Public Library, New Tork City
- Hew York Unlversity, Tew York City !
b//R abbinical College of Telshe, Clsveland Chio
©-1/ Rabbl Schneersohn Library of Lubauitzﬂ Brooklyn, W.Y.
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.
University of Texas, Anatin Texas - '
Yale University ‘Now Haven, Cenn. .
Yoshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin, Brooklym, | N.Y. o

%) wi=Yoshiva University, New York City i $
, Yeshivath Torah Vodaath, Brooklyn, N.¥. ony iy
§)=i-Y¥13dt sh Sclentiffc Institute, New York City (V- “V /&
0«-&~Zioniat Archives Few York City ‘ /{j‘g;ég
And—-ethers o
In additioh, about Jewl sh parochigl high schools and
colleges rec ed rellgious books nec®agary for their

S’Gudies. o sV : ‘ i T
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\ JEW&H-@UL@W@N STRUCTION, |INC.

M_,_..\-m

Mwﬂnm %m 9 j
lBhl Broadway, New York 23

ARD OF DIRECTORS

Pursuant to a notice dated Janummy 21, 1948, a copy
of which precedes the mi s of this meet;ng, a special meet-
ing of the Board of Dire ' ‘ («ural Reccnstructlon,

Wpresent at the meetlng
Ahron Opher, and Eugene

Joshua Starr.» :

‘Ghairman of the Bcard of Directors,
e "Qtarr acted as secret-

‘dftc advmee them of
- ‘all: activities fall-
hrough the latter,

:ly revlewed tﬁ

T

Upon motlon dulj nade and seconded the Board adopted
a resolution admlttlng the Restoration Committee of Continental
Jewish Museums, Libraries and irchives of @ondon to membership
in the Corporatien, The Executive: qecretary was directed to

¥

notify the Conmlttee of this actlon. *d;‘
At the chairmants request, Mr. leerhant reported on
the work and the problems of ‘the Jewish Restlfutlon Commission.
The Commission had’ proceeded on the understandmng that General
Clay would permit that organization to work in Germany if it
were approved by the Departments of Staté land the Army. The
Restitution Law for the U. &, Zone in Germény ‘was promulgated
last November, . Although the law does’ not name the successor
agency to heirless and unldentlflable Jewreh property, there was

‘FT
|
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reason to cﬁpect that the Jewlsh Res@itution Qommissien would
be recognized ac the successor organizaticn by the inpl?manting
regulations, {cwever, objectlons to the recognition of the
Jewish Restitution Commlssien had been. raised by the Department
of the Army, and efforts were still in progress with a view to
achieving recognlﬁlon. The chairman asPed whether in view of
the oppesitisn to the Commission it nlght.not be advisable fer
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction ta proceedrlndependently with

respect to cultural treasures, He requeqted that the Jewish * .
Restitution Commission bear this pOSalblllty in mind.

Ty

pea
s
i3
[
A

The- chalrnan called upon Dr. Earon to report on the
prospects of sending a mission to Europe.1 Dr. Baron reported
that pursuant to action taken at a prior meetlng of the Board,
the cpecial cormittee on mission per“onnel had met. The sub-
committee, consisting of Messrs. Baron, Hichael and Schwarz,
nad discussed the personnel that would befneeded following the
recognition of the Jewish Restitution Cormission. In view of
the delay, it seemed advisable first to arrange for a military
permit for Mr. Starr as the first member of the mission. The
JDC had undertaken to obtain the permit. ,Dr Baron further
reported that a preliminary draft of the terms of reference
of the mission had been drawn up, and reaq the draft. Dr. Baron's
report was approved by the meeting, and upon motien duly made and
seconded, the aforementioned~sub~committee was eripowered to fix
the terms of reference of the mission as well as to appoint the
necessary personnel at the proper time. §
In the course of the dlscuSSLOn}regqrding the contacts
te be established by the members of the w1ss;on, Rabbi COpher
informed the meeting that the “ynagogue uo?n011 had a representa-
tive who was stationed in Gprmany serving {as liaison between
the resident corrmnities and AMG. - lir. Bluttberg stated that
the World Jewish Congress maintained.a represen ative in Paris
accredlted to UNEZCO. ﬂ

8
There being no further business{%o come before the
Bsard, the meeting was duly adjourned at ?-hO P. i.

Joshua'“tarr
xeeut1Ve Secretary
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January 3?, 1948

. ; K ¢ :; / ‘ o
/ \, f{{jﬁ L CL; ! ; /"f“, 1
Tos: ¥ ! \’:/I

From: Dr. Blattberg | f ‘ - ¥

Re: ?@eting of the Jewish Cultural Raaonstruotion Ina.,
d on January &8, 1948, 7 - S, R

At the meeting it was decided to admitjas members of the corp-
oration - 1. The Agudah 2. The Restoraticn Committee of
continental Jewish Museums, Libraries,!/and Archives in London,
an affiliate of the Anglo-Jewish Hiatorieal goclety. The
admission of thia organization was deemed ugeful with a view
to extending the work of the ccrporation t0 the Britlsh zone.
During the discussion the guestion. waa ralsed whether, in
view of the deadlock of the Restitdtion Commiseion in its
efforts to obtain official recognition it would not be ad=
visable to start ilndependent action by the Jewlsh Cultural
Regonstruction Inc. I was atrongly 1n favor of -suoch a turn
in our policy. - f {

Since without recognition no misslon cgn be sent to Germany,
and it 1s generally felt that samethiqg should be done, it
was declded to send, now, Dr. Starr foF exploratory work and
also, as far as: poaeible, foingontacting governmental agsnclas
and Jewish communitiss. Dr. S AT w1l go under the ausploes
of the Joint Distribution Comumittee whlich already applied

for a military permit for him. . It ie hoped that he %11l be
able to proceed shortly to Germany‘

y\"g_mm,‘
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February 4, 1948

MEMO:

To: Members of Office Gomiittee I
From: Dr, Federbush O »

| Qg | d
| .{ Joshua Starrhof the(Jewish Cultural
econstruotion Comnigsion Incy on’F@bruary 2, 1948
A st e S |
A¥“§”ES§§2rence held in my offioce with Dr. Joshua Starr
prior to his departure for Germany.jon behalf of the
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Incwﬁ we dlscussed matters
connected with his miseion to Germahny.

During the discusasion, 1t became obvious that speedy action
ie imperative in order to save the cultural treagures now
gtored in Germany. We also agreed phat it will be necessgary
to proceed with the legal recognition and formation of the
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Ino/| should the recognition
of the Jewish Restitution commission be further delayed.

In view of Gmneral Clay's favorablé‘attitude towarde the
recovery of Jewish cultural property, I adviged Dr. Starr
to make all the necessary arrangements fo? immediately
taking possession of part ofr the boboks and other cultural
objects even before the formal rec&gnition of the Jewish
Restitution Comzission. \

We discussed also the question d‘the Jewigh library from

- Italy which has not yet been returned According to Rabbi
Prato, in & letter to us, these books are indispensable
‘for the normal work of the Rabbinical College in Rome. Dr.
Starr promised to make every effort to speed up the shi;w
ment of these books %0 Italy. ”

Finally, Dr. Starr wag also requested to prepare the ground
for the arrival of at least two more members of the mission,
one of whom :ghould be Dr. Seeligmann, librarian of the
Rosenthaliana in Amsterdam, ‘on behalf of the W. J. C., as

I previously proposed, and one delegate t0 be appointed

by the Hebrew Univeraity. This delegation should be joined
by a team of people on the epot who will assist them in
thelr work. |

3944/3-4-48/30
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About the‘Jewish Gultural Recanvtruotionl Inc.'"

4. memww*—-m S S e S

(3-3) At a meeting of the Jewish Cultural Reconstruotion. Inc. on January 28, at
' which Dr, Blattberg represented the WJC, it was decided to admit two new
members, the Agudah and the Restoration Committoe of Continental Jewigh
Museums, Libraries, and Archives of Londen. The membership of the latter

: organi«atlon may be useful in case the work of the corporation is to be
extanded to the British Zone.

I A
The WJC Office Gommittee, at its session of Januamy 28, decided to advocate
that reparate recognition by the American; Adminivtratlon be sought by the
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Ine. if ne declsion concerning the tecogni-

<tion of the Jewlsh Rest:tu 1on Gommission should be obtained by February 15

e e 2
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,‘2/13/133*‘48 o

Emisswrv of Jewish Gultural Reconstructmon, Inc.. gonf s with Dr, Federbugh
before his Deperture :

‘latter's departure for Germany on behalf of thi

'pﬁa Statg prior to the

On February 2, Dr. Federbush conferred with,Dr,
1@&é%h3econstruCaw

‘“mﬁigy, Incwa It was agreed that speedy action was imperatlve to save THE "

culturel treasures now in Germany. In view of- Gen%ral Clay's favourable
attitude toward the recovery of Jewish cultural proPerty, Dr. Pederbush .
advised Dr. Starr to moke all necessary arrangemenps for immediately toking

" possession of part of the books and other cultural‘objects even before the

formal recognition of the Jewish Restitution Gommiss1on. It was nlso agreed
that Dr. Starr would make every effort to speed up}|the shipment of the books
of the Italian Jewish libraries back to Itﬁly. Dr. Starr will prepare the ~
ground for the arrival of two more members of the. m13310n, one of whom will
be Dr. Seeligmann, 1ibraxian of the ROSentﬂllana Library in Amsterdam for
the WJG : § R ti
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Telephooe: Clicle 57826

mimenian Jowish Comnittey Board of Deputies of Britdsh Jews © The Hehsew Univessity

Armerioan Jewish Conforenve Jewish Ageocy Tar Palesting

American Jewish Juint Coundil L b Atk Synagogue Council of Aoericy

it
Distribupnn Commiites Ingerests of J..wa tmm (,urmm/ World Jewish Coogress

Pressdoni .
SALG W, BARGN

{, buirrcas, Board of Directors
JEROME MICHAEL

Vice-Freiideuts May -il;: 19248

LED BAECK < ‘ 1
] ELERBUSCH s i : 5 : g T B :
| uban L wacnts Notice of a Meeting of the Board of Directors
ALAMN M. STROQGCE R ] g ?
Treasnrer ' : |
DANIC ROSENSTEIN ‘ A meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Secreiary ’ Jewich Cultural Raconstructmn, Inc. will be
AHROM OPHER held N

Beoard o) Dirgctost
SALG W, BAKON
BUBOLE CALLMANN -Date: Tuesday, May 18, 1948
SIMON FEDERBUSCH
MAX GRUENEWALD

15A1AH L KENEN Time: L:18 P. Ma

A, LEUN HUBDWITINY

Seroms enaeL :;Place: élIrFayerweather Hall
AHRON QFHER B Columpia University
WILLIAM F, ROSENELDM
LED wﬁscuwmz ) 117th S‘ba & Amsterdaun Avenue
JOHN SLAWSON
e ek It is to be hoped thai Drs. . ud:»h llagnes and Leo
Exermtive Serretary Meyer of the Hebrew University ,’ ani Mr. A. G.
T Jasuua sTARR Brotman of the Board of Depulids of British
Jews will be present. g 5
S:anP important dec:.s:u.ons wmll[hare to be taken,
please make every effort to attend and so indicate
on th'= enclosed card. '
" RABBI )}:moza OPHER
. SECRETARY
Encz‘mc ‘ i
; y
) i
i
‘ 4 N
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Fro From: Dr, Blattberg fﬂwﬂwwm.._ [N FRURRE T |
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| .
MLy 26,1048 W Kepponcty,
: | ‘ .
Members of the Offlce Committee , '
¢ ~ -1

Re: Meeting of the Jewish Culttrel Reconstruetion Inc.
held on May 18 fl. ' |

Begides representatives of the member or&anizatlons, there
participated 1n thils meeting as. guests, |Prof,L,layer of the
Hebrew University, Mro.ti, G.brotman, and Mrs,B.Janner, M,P, of
Great Britein, ; :

Prof .Baron reported thaet Dr. Starr; the delegate of the Jewigh
Gultural Reconstruetion to Germeny, is’ still in Paris, and
would be able to proceed to Germany only after the final
recognition of the Restitution Commission a3 84 sSucecessor corpo-
ration, The act of recognition might orovide for the creation

of a subsidiary of the Jewish Restitution Commigslon in Germany
(subject to Germen lsw) but only 'with régerd to immovable
property., It 1s therefore expected that|with regard to books
and other oculturdal treasures, the- Jewish Restitutlon Commission,
or its agenoy in cultural matters, the Jew1sh Qultural
Reconstructior,Inc,,will be sble:to assume direct charge in
Germeny shortly. '(After the meeting word was received to the
effect that designetion of the J(R.C, aE a succegsor corporation
had slresdy heen approved by the: Stete.Den rtment,and General
Clay advised accordingly,) - it

!
Mr.Brotmen stated thet the formation: oﬁ a Nestitution Commission

_here had scoelersted, to some extent, the handling of the

3

restitution problem in the British ZoneL ALrcording to informatior
that he had received in London only lest week, the Forelgn

Of fice was now preparing a dreft law of] restitution which,while

it would not go as fer as recognizing g Jewish bhody e8 the
successor organizatlon, would nevertheless safeguard Jewlsh
claimg. The Jewish Central Fund 1in Preat Britain might,acoording
to thils draft law,act in the British Zone aS an operoting nZency.

According to informetion recelived from;Mr Starr,the first con-
signment of books from Czechoslovakia, fdestined for the Hebrew

University, end comprising 70 ca'ges weighinp about 14 tons,has

arrived in Antwerp,and- is stored there!|for the time being in e
JDC warehouse, will be trnnsshipped to ﬁplestine a8 soon o8
conditions permit. If it should inrove necesssry to keep the
books 1n Antwerp for a longer time they may be sorted out and
eveluated there., Prof.L..syer aqreed to this at the meeting,
provided it was done under the supervieion of experts.

4, Kpproximately 100 000 books were shinp%d recently from foland to

. Palestine,with the full ronsent 'of th@ Polish Government,with

g view to serve primerily the needs oq the Cheir for the history
of Jews and Jewish culture in Poland to he egtablighed at the
Hehrew University in Jerusalem. : The Polish Goverriment 1s grestly
interested in the establishment: of thijs Chair,which might beeome
the nucleus of a2 larger Institute. Accdording to information from
JeD.Cs Quarters, the Polish Government'is ready to estahllish an

. endowment of $600,000 for such an Institute, provided 25% of

this smount will be contributed by thej JuDe G

4218/5-20-48/20" f il
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ME MO
Tos Dr. A. L., Kavowiltzkl
From: Dr. W. Elattbarg

Attached, please find a raport on

the meating of the

Jewian Cultural Reconstruction Inuc; Since the final reoogni -

b

tion of the Jewish Restitution Conmiaa

lon as & successor organi-

zation 18 already in sight, work in Ge“many, at least with

regard to rsoovery of ocultural pro: erty, will in all likelihood
start soon. Of course it would be very useful i1 a representsa-
tive of the Congress could join the mﬁsaion to Germany and stay

there for a while. I velisve that the

Second Session would be

& good opportunity to send ons of ourﬂpeOpla to Germany directly
from Montreux. In thia case, the person should be designated
beforehand and efforts startsd to aecire an antry pernit for ninm.

At the meeting 1t waa agreed thapg

Dr. Seelligman c¢f the Rosen-

thallana in Amstsrdam should join thefmission. As you may re-

member, we suggested Dr. Seeligman to

Prof. bBaron last year.

However, the main point 1is that a Coﬁgress man should be &t hand.

I was not too delighted with tne'idea that the books in the
J.D.C. storagshouse in Antwerp- should be searched and sorted.
Howevar, siance Prof. Mayer. agreed to ithe proposal, I could not

help 1t.

WHBH:iFY
Encl.
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F?SH. Dr Blattberg"“

' Mir, Brotmen stated thet the formation of'a Heggtitution Commi

‘to this draft law,sct in the British Zone a8 an . operating'

Re{ Meeting of the Jewls
: held - on: Mav 18

Begides reprssentatives of the member or&anizatl
participated in this meeting as puests,}Prof L, linye
Hebrew University, Mr.A.G.Brotman, and Mrs.B, Janne:
Great Britain, : = h

Prof ,Baron reuorted that Dr.Starr, the églegate of the
Gultural Reconstruction to Germeny, is still in Paris,
would be able to proceed to Germany only after the final
recognition of the Hestitution Pommission as a successor
ration, The act of recognition might orovide for the crea
of & subsidisry of the Jewish Restitution Commission in Germ
(subject to German lew) but only with re'zard to immovable
property. It is therefore expected that |with regard to.b
and other cultural treasures, the: Jewlish Restitution Com
or its agency in cultural matters, the QeW1sh Qultural
Reconstructior,Inc.,will be able to agsume direct charge
Germeny shortly. (&fter the meeting word was recelved to the:
effect that designetion of the J.R.C, as a8 successor corport
had elreedy been aovproved by the St?te Dennrtment ,and Geneyp
Clay edvised. accordingly ) - ]

here ‘had sccelersted, to some extent, ths handling of the:
restitution problem in the British Zone' Lrcording to infor
that he had received in London only lasp week, the Foreig
Office wes now preparing n dreft law ofﬂrestitutlon which,w
it would not go ss far ss recognizing aHJewish body #s th
successor orgenization, would nevertheless safeguard Jewis
claims. The Jewish Central Fund in Prpem Britain might,acc

According to 1nformat10n reﬁeived fromer Starr,the firgt
signment of books from Czechoslovakla, }destined for the H
University, and c¢omprising 70 casges waﬂghinp about 14 ton
arrived in Antwerp,and 1s-stored, there*for the time being
JDC warehouse, will be trnnsshipped to PPlestine ng soon
conditions permit. If it should nrove necessary to keep..
books in Antwerp for a longer time,they| may be sorted out
eveluated there. Prof.L.:iayer agreed tol thig at the meetin
provided 1t was done under the supervision of experts.~

spproximately 100,000 books were shinped recently From fql
Palestine,with the full ronsent of th@ﬂPolish Government,’
a view to serve primerily the needs of [the Chelr for the:
of Jews snd Jewlsh culture in Polend to0 he established at
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. The Poﬂlsh Government &
interesgsted 1in the estnbllshment of this Chﬂlr ,which mlph

Je D C. quarters, the Polish Governmentfis readv to est
endowment -of 600,000 for such an Institute, provided 2
this amount will be contributad*by the“J Do
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" EXCERPTS mom IR, JOSHUA s'rm's REPORT D}\TED FRANKFURT, JUNE 2, 1948 At

SR f,.-f"wLéJ ¥ ’f‘ﬁ'@*{,@g ;/ g

I set out from Paris with a permit valid until June 9 --(extended
to July 9) -- and Major Hyman is requesting an'extension for a fort-
night. This is as far as he can go as long asf?CR is not formally
recognized. In the course of my first week I spent two fine days at
Offenbach, and the other days and evenings in makxng numerous contacts
in Frankfurt, Munich and Wiesbaden. Everybody”has been most cordial
and cooperative, halevai veiter, My chief handlcap is the lack of
secretarial assistance -- almost every. contact}needs to be followed
by correspondence -- but in that respect I am }n the best company in
the Zone. «

Dear Doétor Baron,

After some indoctrination by Haber and Hyman, I called at the JDC
office, and was greeted by Abraham Cohen, wlth'whcm I shall be working
~closely. He introduced me to Dr. Markus of the legal staff of the
Jewish Agency, from whom I learned of a meetlng of the Gemeinde of
Germany as a whole; scheduled for Sunday. Since this meeting did not
deal with U. S. Zone business in particular, the question of affilia-
tion with JCR could not be placed on the agendaa

P

On Monday afterncon I had a frlendly talk?plth a cammittee of four,
including Ph. Auerbach and Rabbi Aarecn Orenstein. It was agreed that
we would cooperate, and that the Interessenvertretung would be repre~ -
sented in N. Y. by Dr. Leo Baerwald, formerlyijrabbi of Munich. The
latter .step was taken at my'auggestlon, and the next meeting of the I. V.
will designate two:directors, In the. meantime, I trust that you will
be able to write to Auerbach, 1n£orm1ng him that the organization has
become a member. For the record I will 1ndicate that Auerbach is
Staatskommissar fur rassisch, rellgios und polltlsch Verfolgte in
‘the Bayerisches Staatsministerium des Innern.| He is president of the
Bavarian Gemeindeverband, and there are two- other federations for- Hesse
and Wurttemberg (in the U. S. zone). Desplte the fact that the I. V.
is an informal body, it is preferable to have one rather than three
affiliates. I told the committea that dec151ons regarding the disposal -
of ‘cultural property would be communlcated to the I. V. before being
carried out, and that their recommendations would be welcomed, but
they did not ask-for veto power, and needless}to say, I did not promise
it to them, Auerhaeh talked about his- achlevement in.locating and
turning over to AMG Jewish-owned cultural property, and promised me
list, which T shall endeavur to gat from him

Y
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Beiore leaving Munich I had an opportunlty 10
JDC Zone Director, whom I had met in Paris, and W
William, and we parted with a clear understandlng
and common problems. 'I also made the acquaintanc

On Saturday, May 29, I spole on the telephone
who startled me by raising a problem, which to my
settled months ago.

draft of the designating ordinance did not mentlon JCR1

Ii

that thls can be rectified in time.
J

talk with Sam- Haber,

ith his brother

as to cooperation

ce of the appropriate
members of the Central Committee of leerated Jaw .

with Irwin Masen,
knowledge was

Mason said he had cabled N. Y. because the

I do hope

In regard to the Offenbach depot, I must firgt assure you that the

install&ation is entirely in good order.

‘The diréctor Joseph A. Horne

is not only a marvellously rcmpetent person, but;entlrely on our side.

The two of us became gnnd fiiends zlmost ab flrﬁt
contains about a millicn 2%
probably less than haii of -
not be possible to provs bn"crd
of the collection was taken from -
fiable and heiriess p"ca*rt; is ever entrusted +c

etk
(TR

I24s

much more substantial. budgee than we ever ccntemplatad.

“h2 marer:Lal is of Jewisn coutent.
onable dou?t“fnal the greates part
‘ewish oweners,but if all the uridenti-

sight. The dspot

, auart frem uywagoguo property, and

Tt will

JCR, we shall need a
Horne telils me

that about two~thirds: ol the owllection has been catalogued, but I have

in hand only certain partia’ lists, which will be

forwarded 4o you in

I have also asked for a list of institutions and individuals
IdentnfﬂabLerroperty of East European

a fe‘W days.
to whom restitution has beeun mzde.
origin is frozen; no restitviion is schedut”ﬁ Tntil further notice.

Prior

w—.._.
to-Horne's arrival in vam.ary 1947, by al mlschance, aocuments relating

to the confiscation of
officials. I was happy tec learn that the: lkorary

caitural property ware Luhned over to the Soviet

of the Collegio

Rabbinico has been returned to Rome, after a delhy caused by the claim

of the Spanlsh Governmenti

There have been counted thus far 150;000 Hebrew and Yiddish items

and 72,000 Judajca in. other languages.

In addition, there are 1000

cases to be examined,:which I judge, are'not 1ncluded in these totalse
The rare book and ms. collecticn contains some 1500 items, Jewish and

other, of which 530 have been catalogued,
catalogue, and I shall also send you the. list og
the Sturmer Verlag (Nuremberg). I am also going

You will have a copy of this
the 600 books found at
to make a microfilm of

the album of scme 600 ex libris stamps; which Horne has prepared.

Horne is the only American at the depot, and
staff of 12 and 20 laborers. In recent weeks hé
of two Jewish voluntéers, both yeShlvah«tralned;

the local university, and the other is occupled‘ﬁs a leather-worker.

works with a professional
obtzined th:z services

One is a student at
They

3
give whatever time they can spare, and it is no easy matiter to meke them

accept payment with a'view to converting’ them 3#t
I am getting a JIC 'category! for them, but they
substantial. As I gain their confidencey I willl
and coymodities frou ebroad will make them happy

'

resl. staff menbars.

\want something more
ascertain whether books

I am doing my best

<
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to recruit personnel, the difficulty of which isjexemplified by the
fact that Philipp Friedman was unable to find a ﬁingle man for me.
My most promising prospect is Rabbl Mordecai Gladstein, a former

student:at the Narsaw Institute for Jew1sh Studlés.

on the staff of the JDC at Munich, which has many
Offenbach, and has a pregnant wife to support° }

advantages over

Gladsteln is now

The depot has just recelved a carload of 31lver synagogue and home
ornaments from Salzburg. -This is the material found in the Hungarian
gold train about which I corresponded with Eli Rock, and its delivery,
I judge, comes as a result of the reoommendation]made by Abba Schwartz of

TRO. You can imagine‘the feelings aroused by the sight of these mite wit-

nesses, but our job i's to take stock. In other‘words, the depot needs
a curator who can catalogue such items, which have inscriptions and a
somewhat tricky nomenclature. Unless I can flnd a person to fill this

vacancy, I may have to try to handle the lem mwse]f.

‘At d1 events,

we need a handbnok or. :mseum catalogue to g 1de us in this phase of the

work, and 1 honz you can find one for us.

It is impossible to evaluate the offenbach collectlon until hooks
suited for libraries are completely separatad from other -categories

(Talmud, Shulhan Aruk, Bitls, popular writings) *{

This opération

coincides with the task of filling requests reogived from DD groups
for which the procndure has been worked out. iu must be acknow;edged
that although the texts shkioped to the study groups are issued cn loan,

the possibility of their being returned is Qultelremote. ‘
more than routine value is included in these shlpments, insofar as it is :

humanly possible to keep check. |
?

2

No text of

There is a serious physical difficulty: there are not enough shelves
and not enough floor space on the three floors to ‘place ‘all the books at
one time. Assuming that we recruit some workersL I propose to reserve
the available shelves for library books, and tolkeep the others, properly
sorted, in boxes. This in itself mlghtarequlre{beveral weeks! work.
description is not iritended as more than a superflclal account of the

depot. I expect to prepare a systemath report
month. » :

| -
Outside of Offenbach we shall be faced witha

very elaborate

operatlon. ‘Horne has a list of over 200 smaller depositories which
remain to be examined. Working alone and with inadequate transportation,
he will not get very far with this problem. Infaddition, there is
Austria, which is within Horne's province also, | but which seems to have
remained unexplored. As far as the British ZOne*ls concerned, I have

been informed that nothing has come to 11ght. My

informant is Ir. -

taward the end of the

Es Go Lowenthal, a native of Germany, now servzng as senior field re-
presentative of the Jewish Relief Unit, and a member of the London

Committee affiliated wlth JCR. i i

The first time I visxted Offenbach, I had a,ﬁalk with Horne's
superior, Vm. Rule, chief of the Property Bivision of AMG, Hesse.
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He advised me to present myself at his office in Wiesbaden so that
he could inform Gen. Hayes, deputy to Clay, as to my presence and
intentions. When I made the trip to mlesbaden,pi was interviewed
by John Ra Cain, chief of the Property Control Branch who seemed
to be rather green in thz fleld of our work, but 1t is not yet
clear whether I shall need to make the trlp to [Berlin to appear in
Hayes' office. : i

It will interest you to know that the State Departmentts concern
about placing JCR within the framework of the Restitutlon Commission
is not warranted by the administrative pattern~of AMG. There is a
clear distinction in the Property Division between econamic and
cultural property.

«;‘

I hope to receive the mimutes of the May 18 meeting soon, and
" look forward to hearing from you. o

éordiallﬂ yours,
(sTCNTD)!

Joshua Sarr
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J. STARR “
Field Report No. 3

R Sept. 4, 1948
A - '4”\ - VISIT TO VIENNA )

««««

Inasmuch as no information was available regarding the 1ate of Jewish cultural proper-
ty in Austria, I readily accepted an invitation extended by the JDC director, Harold
L. Trobe. During my visit, August 24-31, I examined the collections recovered by
the Vienna Community, gathered various relevant documents of the Nagi period, and
talked with several communal workers about the prospects of recovering property
still missing. ‘ ,”
The. Community Library is housed in a reconstructed synagogue building on Sexten—
stettenstr., occupying portions of twa floorse. Althcugh falr progress has been made
toward reorganizing the material recovered, less than half of the books have been
shelved, and no comprehensive survey will be possible for months to come: The Li-
brary has received 8 cases from Offenbach, several hundred Hebraica from the Otlental
Institute of the Vienna University, and 56 cases from Czechoslovakia. A consider-
able number have been returned by the National Library,§phere I was shown several
thousand additional volumes awaiting transfer. The 11b§any of Dr. Murmelstein, rabbl
under the Nazis, is shelved in a separate room of the same building. N
The bulk of the books shelved are not of Jewish content; but comprise German and Hun-
garian literature, together with a relatively large colﬁectlon of medical books. A
large part of these books were formerly in the possess;on of the Jewish Hospital.
The collection of the Theologlcal Seminary, which was tgansferred to Theresienstadt,
is presumably still packed in the cases sent from 03echqslovakia, which I was unaole
to examine. The Hebraica on the shelves were sufficienply few for me to examine in.
the“space of a few hours. They comprise rabbinic works;of a routine type, except for
two 16th century editionst Landau, Sefer Agur; Bachrach, Sefer Ha~Shani; and a few
~" dozen modern items published in Palestine. The Judaica'had not yet been system-
atically shelved, but I noticed a fair number of dupllcgtes, particularly of the
works of the late Bernard Wachstein., Although I falled]to find any indications of
ownership, other than the Jewish Hospital, I was informed that the Hebraica include
the property of the rabbi of Graz. These books were seized in November 1938, and
turned up at the Oriental Institute of the Vienmna Universityg where Kurt Schubert,
a member of the staff, arranged for their transfer. Among the books I found one
stamped by the censor nf the Oberbefehlshaber of Ostmark- Zur Verbsfitung von
Geblete des Oberbefehlhabers Ost. and zur Zensur sugelafsen. Buchprufungsamt Ob. Ost.

No archzve material or museum property has been. recovered. As for the mss., there
-+~ were two unimportant items on the sheif, and third, a l?th century ms. of the Vienna
Hevrah Kadisha, is in the keeping of a commnal offlcial, Dr. Feldsberg. An exten-

sive catalogue of the mss., prepared by Wachstein, was in proof in 1938, but the
printer reports that not a sxngle copy has survived. It is suspected that some of
monasteries have "inherited" various mss., but no investigatlon has been attempted;
this search can only be conducted by representatives of; the Vienna Community. It
is further believed that the museum at Eisenstadt (Soviet Zone) possesses cultural
property left behind by Jews, who fled the Burgenland in 1939, but this area is off
limits to foreigners. il

The Commnity Library functions only as a circulating lgbrary; while the energies of
the staff are almost completely absorbed by the task ofﬂsortlng and shelving the
books recovered., This prevents the Library from providing current publications, and,
in g@neral, from attracting a larger number of readers.‘ While it is clear that at
least three-quarters of the holdings are of no interestwto the present-day Jewry of
-Vienna, the Community proceeds. on. the assumption that. it is. daﬂ1~ng with a permanent
collection, and receives a subsidy from the JDC for this purpose, I have, accord-
ingly, proposed to Mr. Trobe to offer the following plan to. the Community: a selec-
ticn should be made of books to be retained; the surplus non-Jewish material should
be offered to the Hebrew University; the surplus Jewish material should be entrusted
to JCR. In this last category there would be included the Murmelstein library, the
owrner of which has disappeared. Although he may still be alive, his record as a
tool of the Nazis absolves the Community from any moral]responsiblllty for guarding
his property. 5

At the office of the Judische Historische Dokumentation|1 obtained a copy of an of=~
ficial inventory of confiscated synagogue and museum material, comprising about 1, 000
items, none of which has been recovered, Some of these’were on exhibition in October
1944 at the Naturhistorische Museum. Although the Cammunity is cognigzant of the ne-
cessity of tracing this property, this document is known only to the Historische
Dokumentation staff, which works independently and does]not deal with restitution~__
questions. I have called this matter to the attention of Mr. Trobe, and I trust .
that some action will follow, | ]
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(3-»»3) The Department of Culture and Education has received a“ireport from Dr. Je
Starr, now on a mission to Austria on behalf of the Jei ish Cultural
Reconstruction Inc., of which the WC is a member. So: far, eight cases of
books of the Offenbach collection, several hundred Hebraica from the = .
Oriental Institute of the Vienna University, and 56 casies from Czechoslovakia
have been recovered. All the books are stored in the cpmmuni‘by llvrary. The
bulk of them are not of Jewlsh but of general conten‘b. ﬂlifo archival material

or musewm property has been recovered.

‘\

i ,
In accordance with instructions he received from the JcR1 Dr. Starr submitted
the following suggestions to the Vienna Jewlsh Communi’by that they select
the books to be retalned by the Communlty snd that the aurplus of nonw
Jewlsh material be offered to' the Hebrew University of Jemsalem, wh;lle the
‘gurplus of Jewish material should e~ entmsted to the J’OR.

. . I
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Meeting oﬁ Jewish Cul’cural Reconstructlon I.nc .

6e T — o :
6=23) At a meeting of the Jewish Gultural Reconstruc’clon, Inc. wh:.ch took place on
' November l and was attended by Dr. Blattberg for the VJC, Dr. W, Senator re-
ported on the movement of cultural treasuresg from Czechoslovakia and Poland

to Israele The Hebrew bmversity will turn over btmks’.I it ocan dispense with

to other cultural lnstxtutlons in Israele Final recOgnltmn of the Jewigh
Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. by the American au'thorltles is expected in the

near future. In the meantime, claims are being ﬁled}fer the JCR by the

Jewish Restitution Successor Organlzation, of which i{ is a membere The meet~
mg accepted the Anglo-Jewish Association as a new menber of the JCRe
i :
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Rovenber 30, 1948

Dr. Jwﬂgggmatannrﬂxxecut&vew&ecrstanmwh
gewish caltugéémﬁﬁggnﬁtrgﬁtign.WTQQ .
T84 Brogdway S
New York 23, New York ; q
. : { ;
I

Dear Dr. Starr
l

I have your letter of: Hovember 29th addresaed to
Dr. Pederbush. , { | v

j

I an glad that you are back, and that we will soon
have an opportunity to hear about ¥aur work in Germany.

Dr, Federbush is now on & Ebrld Jewish Congress
misgion in Hexico, and will not be(baek in time to attend
the meeting of the Allocation committee on Decsmzber 7th.
Rouevar, 1 may attend on his behalf as an alternate,

, 1 am sure he will send you afreply as to his member-
- ship in the Allocation COEaittee as soon as posalble after

bis arrival. : {
i !

{
!
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i

“[ Sinceraly yours,
|

] @olf Blattberg
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To: HMrs, Beigel

From: W, Biatt‘aerg TN

Re: Meeting of Allaca&i{iycammittee of thefJewish Cultural Reeonstruction, Inc.,
held on December 7th, - i ,

Dr., Starr, the delegate of the Jewlsh cultural Reconstruction, Ine., who recently
returned from Gerasny, reported that about 2,000 cages, with a total of over
300,000 items, are now stored in Offenbach.’ Thare 15 a considerable number of
rare books among them, avd wrery rich eollections oq rabbinie literature. A full

-catalogue of the books 18 now being prepared on ths jépot. The work is now o
advenced that it might be poasible to start ahipment of the books of the Offenbach

depot to their destination in the very near futuraqr

In the light of this report, the ﬁllocation eammittee had to eonsider, at yesterday's
meoting, plana for distribution of ths books. Aftnr a 1engthy di°cuasion, the
following principles were adopted: g ; :

1. Priority should be given to the Kahional Library in Joerusslem, which should
send one or two delegatea to Offenbach %o Belect the books useful for that library.
i

2. Allotaents should be made to the Jeﬁish c@mmunities in Germany in order to
mest their cultural needs. ! 4]

3. Tho balanece of the books should be distr&buéed to various Jewlsh libraries
and culturegl institutione throughout the world, according to thair needs and their
importance in Jewlsh cultural life, 1 !

A committee of aciantific advigers, camposad of 1ibrariana and representatives of
rabbinical seminaries snd of the main Jewlsh cultural institutions in the U.S.A.,

was appointed in order to advigse the Allocation Gaamittee on the proper distribution.
On the basis of their opinion, suggestions as to diatributlon will be made by the
Allocation Comalttee ta the J C.R. for final appraval.

Profeseor Selig Brodetsky of the Board of Deputiea of Britiah Jews attend&d the
meeting.

-~
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i‘.rilmtéon fcheme f'or Books Retrieved in Germaniy Adopted by Jewis](cultura.])
¢ econstruct:.on, ince =y _ ‘ ; M e
11, o ' ‘

(3-3) At a meeting of the Allocation Committee of the J‘ew:.sh Cultural Reconstruction,
Ince {of which the WJC is a member) held on Decen{ber 7, Dre. Starr reported on -
‘the results of his mission to Germanys There areincw 2,000 caseés of books
stored in Offenbach with a total of over 300,000 1tems, among them a great
number of rare books and rich collectionsgiof rabbinical litsratures A cat=
alogue of books is being prepared on the spote ‘I‘he meeting adopted the Fole
“lowing plans for the allocation of the books: Priority is to be given to
. the National Lidbrary in Jerusalem, allotments are}also to be made to the 4
Jewish communities in Germany in order to assist jin their cultural rehabili-

tation; and the rest is to be dlstributed to va.ri?us Jewish libraries and }
cultural institutions throughout the world, 4 ucmnnittee of scientific

advisors was ap;m:.nted in order to adv:.se the. Allocation Committee on the

proper distributions
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J annary 12, 1949

To: Dbr. Marcus
Prem: W, Blattberg
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Report on geeting e»‘ Jeuiah Cultural Recanstmctian, tno. y, which took place ‘
g e T2y 194 Mﬁﬁww ,
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The neeting cons;tdmd mmendationa mbﬂit%ed by the Advisory Committee regarding

, cation:of the pmper&y gtored at the Offaabach jdepot. The priority of the

Jasisn Bat&onal and University Library was appmved. Qomuaines in Western Germany

shall receive allocations conasisting pri 1y of Gam Judaica. Allocations to
idstitutions in other countries shall be detominad angthe basis of a questionnaire. -
Qutside of the United S&ates, negotiations should be Tondncted with the central Jewlsh - -

organizations, : {[

As to procedure, it was agreed that each beneﬂciary mstitution shall place at the - -

disposal of the J,C.R. duplicatea of publications in 1ts library, shall furnish the :.@ .-
JoC.R, with an itemised receipt listing authors and shorb t4tles, and finally that no i
amtarisl received from the JOR may be sold or atherwlae disposed of. RN

Dr. Starr, as well as Dr, Bemard Heller, ¥ho sas appointaé Field Director, will leaver*.f
shortly for Germany in order to taeke over, in uccordance with the advice of the State ...
Department to OHGUS, the books of the Offenbach depot!which originated in Germany. It
18 belisved that of the estimated 350,000 volumea at 'bhe depot, about 300,000 are of

German origin. | | o ni

[
!

The Hebrew Univeraity appainted as 1ts representativeiin Offenbach Dr, Shunami, author‘ :
of "Bibliography of J ewish Bibliographies.”

The $21,000 budget of the J,C.R, for the periad J’anuary 1 to July 1, 1949, has already
been approved by the Jewlsh Agency and the J.Daﬁ.

The suggestion of the Hebrew Uni.*versity to aypoint Pr«lat. Gershon Sholem as Vice-President
of the J,C.R., in place of the late Dr. Eagnes was appmed, and Prof., Sholem was so

appointeé. , , , ,
|
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Meeting @M(}ultwal Recons truc t10my Inc . Decides on Allocation of Books

Ao b,

January 11, 1949, and which Dr. Blattberg attended on behalf of the ViJC, ap-
. proved the allocation of the w ltural properties s’tpr{"ed at the Offenbach depot
" ‘a’s proposed by the Advisory Committee of Expertss Priority is accorded to the
- Hebrew University Library, while Jewish communities ’}1:1 Viestern Germany are to
receive allocations consisting primarily of German Judaicas Allocations to

institutions in other countries will be determined oi);’kthe basis of a questione
naire. ’ : ! j

A meeting of the Jewish Cultural Reconstructi'pn, Inc’ﬁ, which took place on

Dre Stahl as well as Dr. Be Heller will laave; shortly!for Germany to take over
the three hundred vo lumes of the Offenbach depot whic'h are of German origine
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N Apm m the Offenbach’ &neam of baok
" ‘other objects at Wiesbaden numbering sbout J 6
-are alzo about 600 Sifre Torsh et Offenbach. T
" Cultural Reconastruction, Inc., recomuended that ¢
entiftled to first priority in. the distribution of ‘
. ‘sentative be invited to come to Wiesbaden: to. sa}.a;;;t‘ 1tens uhiéh-\
‘lacking in the Bezalel Mollection. Phe rast of -th:ta ca&ego
"2l Jewish museums. As ‘to. the distribution of the?cermni ‘
;mmmm&d hythe Comziittes %0 distributer one-t»hird to gyne
. oné-third to ths U.S:," “and one-third to: all he . othar ‘comtries.
" be dbpositod 1n Tel Aviv md Jemsalem unti' tinalzﬁecisian gn d!.
u;bemaada. . S R '

?inany, t’aere ¥as prepared by‘.tta Gomit&aa»a 1st of Jeulsh 1i

- from the Offenbach bosk collection. . Amendments $0|those recowmends

. wmy of distributing the ceremonial ubjeets were: submiwed by.the Dep
7" Education, The recoswendations of the Advisory’ Baard as well as the

- ‘$he Departaent of Culture and fducation will be digeussed at the. nexb

Boardofmreceamotacn,vheamaﬁnalde , ;willbeeakqn.
{
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o
o
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3T £10 : e



http:1nYlt.eatoaome'toMesbaden.to

1

. i

#emo toy Dr. Marcus, Dr. Rebinson j : H
§ J

i

From; Dr. Blattberg ”‘m@»f Lo Wﬂgﬁmmwmmwwnmﬂ L

Re: Disposition of ceremonisl objects bﬁi?%wlah Cultural Reconstwuction, Inc”"\>

e I g e
. w;«,ca% s

r
The Advigory Committee of Jewish Cultural Reeanstr&ctiaﬂ, Inec., proposed that the
collection of silver ané other objects which are at Wiesbsden, numbering about
6,000, all of non-Germen origin, should first be divided into the categories
of art objects snitable !for museums; and other ceremanial objects, which should
be sveiledble for presentaticn to synagogues in various countriés. Ths committee
recomnended thet the Begalel Huseun (Jerusilem) befentitlad to first priority 4n
the distribution of art objects; and that its repreaen?ative be invited to come
to Wileshaden to szelect items which rapres&nt style% now lacking in the Bezalel
collection, The rest of this category should bde sharad among all Jewish aniseums,
namely, Tel Aviv, Pragus, Budapest, lLondon, Eaa_?ark end Cincinnati; other -
applications may be considered by JCR. (In agre ent with Dr. Hellmann, I am
proposing to the JOR also the Jewish Qusea& in Bueaos Alres.)

The committee racommended that the distribution afjtha ceremonial cbjects be
governed by the following ratio: 1/3 to synagogusa in Tsrasl, 1/3 to the U.8,,
and V3 to other countries. In Isrsel the %iniatry of Peligious Affairs would be
the sppropriate distributing agency. In other countries, 1t was proposed by the
comnittee to invite the coopsration of the I in”design&ting the synagogues

which sre to receive ceremonial cbjects. Hawever? we are strongly opposed to

this suggsstion, and on our part submitted t hat tpa Jewlgh representativoe bodies
in the respective countries assume this task, in tha Zame way as they are supposed
to do with regard to the distribution of ths book&. .

‘As to the 600 Eifre Torah &t Offenbach, the Advisary Compittes recommended to
entrust all of them to the JDC offices in Tel xviv and Jerusalem, and to postpous
the quastion of distribution until such time whengit will be known how many

zzh scrolla £it for synagogues will be availebls! ( We are also agalngt this
proposal, and suggasted that both the Jewish Agency and the JDC be designated
a3 trustees. , . “i

The next meeting of the Board of Dlreetors of JCR #ill be held on Hondsy, Harch 1l4.
Should you have any suggestions, please communlcate with ne,
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Distribution Provosals for Recovered Gultural Propertv
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A.p”"

The Advisory Committee of the Jewish Cultural Reconstructlon, Inc., of which
the WJC ig a member, hag made recummendatlons ag to{ﬂhe allocation of art
and ceremonial objects apart from the Of fenbach golrectxon of books (see
Conrress Dipest 43U5, item 3). ‘There is a collectlon of silver and other
objects at Wiesbaden, numbering about 6,000, all offhon-cerman origin; and
there are also about 600 Sifre Torah at Offenbach. {In the opinion of the
Advisory Committee, the Bezalel lLiuseum in Jerusalem should be given priority
in the distribution of art objects, while the rest should be shared among
all Jewish museums. The committee further recommends that the distribution
of ceremonlal objects be made in the following wayﬂf one~third to synagogues
in Israel; one=third to the United States; and one=third to all other coun=
triese As to the Sifre Toreh, it is proposed depositxng them for the time
being in Israele. Flnally, the Advisory Committeoe nas prepared a list of
Jewish libraries which are to benefit from ‘the Offenbach book collection.
Amendments to these recommendations and to ths listl of libraries have been
submitted by the VJdC Cultural vépartment, and a decbsion will be taken at
the next meeting of the' Board of ulrectors .of the ﬁewxsh Cultural Recon=-

struction, Inc. |
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~Gerhart Sholem, of the Bebrew University,

Lgrc B0

Harch 15, 1949

Yews to; Dr. Marcas, Dr. Robinson .
Prony Dr. Blattberg - i o

, ; .
On Harch 14th there was a mesting of, ewish Sultural onstruction, Igg”,ﬁat

- which the Forld Jewish Congress was “‘“é"éfﬁt"’é“& s"”"”’ar. ?eéarbush end myselfl.

The proposals of the Advisory Commitiee as to the -dletribution of the art end
coremonial objects were taken up, and after 8 lsﬁgthy ﬁiacuasian 1t was decldsd
to chenge the proposals as follows: :

408 sbould be allocated to Israel; 40F to other coézm:ries; and 208 to the U.3. A,
It 1s understood that the objects to be allocated to American museums and ‘
gynegogues are aainly of sentimentsl valne.

P

Profeassor Baron iaformed the mesting that YI?S gairtains claiad to a number of
periodicals still in the 0ffenbech eollection. Inl/this connection, several ,
nembers present pointed out that in the large trangport of books YWWO hed already
recelved, thare were meny not belonging to YIVO, and in particular, that almost
the entire stock of the: Strashun Library in ?ilna had bean transferred to YI¥O.

It was decided to notify YIVD that any YIVQ-owned periedieals to be. found in
0ffenback wuld be returned to them, but that, on the other hand, ths J,C.R.
reservea the right to claim books of other: oanership sent to YIVO from OfF eﬁbanh,‘
Another point of discuselon was whether to’ &llocati the books to be diatribated
in the U.8, to Jewish libraries only, or whether geaeral libraries with Judaieca
¢ollections should bs included as well. The opinion of the majority was to
include libraries of the latter category, aince thair Judaice colleectiona are
used asinly by Jews. ; S

The Anerican Hilltery Government wanta to hava the Of fenbach dopod emptied by
the end of Hny. In that case, the costs of the branaportabion to the bordar will
be bore by the %ilita:w Gavarnment. L

There were prezent at the maebing ?rofes&o} Cectl Roth, of loondon, and Professor

Y
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Dlstrlbutlon aey for Art and Ceremﬂnl&l db]ects Chang d by keeting of JCR

Cn liarch Ui, a meeting of the Jewish Cultural’ Reconstructlon, Ince took place

at vwhich the 'JC was represented by urs. Federbush anﬁ Blattberge After a

lengthy discussion, the proposals of the Advisory Commlttee as to the distrie
LO% to be

bution of art and ceremonial cbjects were changed as fo;lcws.
allocated to Israel, U407 to other countries, and 20% to the United States.

Decisions wers also taken thh regard to YIVO-oumed perlodlcals still in the
Offenvach collection and with regard to the allocatlon of books to general
libraries with Judaica collections in this countrys As regards the latter
point, it vas the opinion of the majority that ggnerqﬂ libraries should also
get allocations, since their Judaica collections are|mainly used by Jewss
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Meeting of the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Ince Hears Report of
Dr. Starr L o
2, — B SR
(3=3) On May 5, 1949, =2 meetxng of the Jewish Cultural Reconstructlon, Ince took
: place which Dr. Blattberg attended on behalf of the W?C. Dr. Joshua Starr
reported on the progress made by the JCR in the taklng over and shipping
of the books and other cultural objects now in the depots in Offenbach and
Wieshadeno During Dr. Starr's absence fram Germany, Dro Heller, Field
Director of the JCR in Germany, is in charge.. Beszdas, there are two dele~
gates of Israsl now in Germany, Dr. Shumsmi on behalfbof the National
Library, and Dr. Narkiss on behalf of the Bezalel Museume The Bezalel
Museum has a priority in the selection of museum plecés and Dr. Narkiss
is now making the selection., He will also select other items for Israels

Dr. Starr reported also on- hls brief visit to Berlin,‘where he received

first-hand information on the "Gesamtarchiv dér deuts¢hen Juden" which is
nov in the Soviet Zonee According to exxstlng records, 1,712 packages of
documents have been salvaged. |
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~distributed among newly-established aynagogues iﬁ Israell

eatahlished in cooperatiou with the Jewish Agency during

) ,

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
1§34 BROADWAY NEW Y;OHK 23..N. .

Clicle 72817 1

New Synagcgubs in Iérael
To Get Torahs from Germany

I
|
]
}
1

At the request of the Israell Ministry of Rellgioué Affairs, the Wbrid Jewish

Congress is working on a program to essure that a subst%ntial part of the Torah

sorolls and other religious objeota found in theioffanbagh Depot in Germany'te

Dr, Wolf Biattberg, WJC representatiﬁe; took up this problem at recent meetings T
: T N R
of the Jewish Cultural Reoonstruotion, Ing,, thsﬁagency Qet up Jointly by a number

of Jew1sh orgunizations to oonserve Jewish cultural and rflzgious treasures,

It wasg d601ded that after examination by experts, tﬁe bulk of the sorolls

will bevshipped to lsrael for the benefit of the<new synggcgues, inocluding 59

The last 18 months, The
Mlnistry of Religious Affairs will act as a distrlbutingLoffice for the ceremonial

objeots in israel¢ ‘
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: thtrt for all- the bookess

T0:  DR. J. ROBILVSON .
FROM: ZORACH WARHAFTIG

cC:

[

{ Sl _
|l samuary 18, 1s46.

P |

. “! v ‘
naboi Federbush Dr. beowitzki.

Puring my trip in Germany, I visited the- Rothschild Library in Fronkfurt
(Unter dem Mainker 15) where Jewish books and: documcn%s Beized Wy the Nazis, oo
particularly those in possession of tre anti-Jewish’ Instltuxe. are beling collecﬁam
ed, segrogated, and preserved wnder the supwrv1sion of the “merican authorltlee

'
B

until a- Lurthcr &ec1sion is tak‘n,

, The larger part of the books 13 ctill 1n Pungen,
Fr&nkfurt~xhithcr they are. brought in‘trucks.'_

-~ hecording to Mr. Goodman, an Amar¢c¢n Geutlle,
librarj, there are in Frankfurt and Hungen fraﬂ Lwo. he
many of then of extremc importance. There

KR e o g 1 e e,

ﬁh) is in charge
b2 five willion volwnse.
are. dawisa

fabout 70 miles from

«

of tho

books, 88 well &S bocke sh

Jewish subjects, froam puolic und privats sz1sh 1ibrc31ua from all over Zurcpes

'There gre als. hundrels of Torah scrolla.'

The baoks aie now bei1, sorted and puat i orier
fiormer Rothschilé Library, but I can h(ruly chieve t

jown the

oremiscs uf tho
?at there is enouzh space

5

Attached pleass fln@ o provisicnzl lisct of the 1
now iu the Frankfurt collecticn. This l1ist coutains
libraries whose name is found lascribel in ihi bool ]

*not a single person on Goodmen's stafs who chu real J

‘not. rare coples or editions,

books in Germany for the Jewish pooplvc‘
111421 2@/46~75~zw/hsh

complete the Tist.
Put he has alreudy

Uutil prtuaacr one Jo W,iﬁAJMT 5

left iur the Statob.

The @cnﬁral‘superVisioa of tae libfary is 1n the
-There is so far no ‘oflnitb olen for t“e futare

cultural treasure.

to procecd to Framkfurt t2 get beck the lIO”erPS of

mﬁe &0le BEabinique,

;b”a”ies wrose books are

: only thosao

% d&+lu ;atttls‘" Casre iso
ebrev and Vviddish and can .
lN o York, wotked th.fc, '

aes oF

|
f"'ll;C“:‘ f Captaln buokman,

Ef this srnat Jowish

- Quly une thinz is certaint the americans are realy 0 give
~ the books.back to. their owasrs af uwnership s pvjve&.
'I was told by Rabbi Liber, Director of the Ecnle hobILiqu*

in Peris
ho was supposed
the

'I.l'l’l(‘? 51y u. ’
that

;«.n'i

it

Consietalrus, the hllixnbb isrdtllte, aunl his oWl pr%Vatc sollsetion. /

, ¥
+

Meanwhilo there is a great danger thet 5419 of the Yooks, particulerly th

rare ones, will gct loste
thai books .shoul. be glven to theom for s,u~y° o7 ’qu

of the librarian an’ hie staff, mistaizes way'be m “ﬂi

representative of the J.0.0., was preomised 509000 b0u¢s for. the Dy

imagine how meny \alunblb bodks will be aa0qr tnasu v

i

It shoull Be edled that Jewish bouks a“u soattcr
but ell over Germany, particularly in Manicn, amﬂng
known Jlesn llbraribs. i

0

May I add that in the Frankfurt igpot,
archives of the Nazi anti-Tewish Inetitute.
or sen’ to our In *itut
3f thn Wogi Insumtu

l‘f Te
4nf€a1rs the manusarlptﬁ'of

i

3

0 0012,

l
H
)"“thlda should be Znne to gecurs the ﬂrduafunF
f
I

wj’cad

out due to the lack of Jiewish know;

the Jewisa [P's ace urﬁing, wnd perhepe rigintly SJ,

se, they ask for sixplo,
ige .ou tae part
Heeo nt]y nabbi Rosunberz,
one can |

elumaa,

ed net nﬂ; inBTaudkwt,

them valuable volumcs frza

naﬂplj Lu dangeu, there are tha
&ooima; j ik

cmised me to give

many uayublzsheu materials

librarg sal all otker Jewish

’..: ‘ lO

0’3

5
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 ~;:MEMQl »
- EROM: Dr. Federbush I R
TO: All Offlce Committee Members o

't of Jewish1:
-A,m1831on of s
 need for’ saving of" these

. ‘from Judge lekmnd:'j

. =<f WJC will be dlscussed at one of the: next Off1ce

Vbookﬁ in. Frankforto. The author,wa. Al -
- child. lerary in Frankfort for many, months, assortlng these ‘bookss -
" He stresses: the. necess1ty of our sending‘an expérlenced scholar to
' salvage these books. L _.

L
4

? 13

3 S

Please flnd attached an 1nterest1ng

V‘s alSO attadhed a report

!

1”

gt qwq

tions,  ‘In thls

feport about looted
|worked in the Roths-"

oks by Te ‘
connéction I would also- 1ik3 to quote the follow%ng cable received

a,;sig*

agencies already

15 ‘Agency for

- Palestine to call forward your. represef*atlve ‘Stop {That.

: would s1mp11fy procedure and " operation ;Stop It suggestlon J“

v' fnot agreeahle please apply Washington for;

';manner“ o . @A_“~KA:,2

permission usual

. The question of sendlng ansexpert on,behalf of the"

© 1286 - 3/5/46 - 35 SF’hsh
cUL 5022 S

v v N

- March 5, 1946,

abeut 425,000 volumes
v=Zuckerman, head of the
’emphasized the urgent

‘Committee meetingS..i'*

HIEPS 2
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— and Religious Artlcle
of rankfurt. a/m1Germanv R
N R : )

Begarding ,agted Je'
. Dow._ in the V‘,,_

I Reoommendaf%ona* "'

R - Becmuse these books and &ccuments enumerate& below are all that remaln
'  of the vast ‘collections on. the continent of Europe, they must be. saved
- and the follow1ng steps should immedlately be' Faken* o S

ar7 preferably a librarlan and: archivist
a-staff of workers%tc ‘sort the books as
bjects and then supervise their partlal
r 'ﬁssible.

Thls recommendatlon is to take precedence ove 11 others. There was c
‘not a-single person . (as late as October 16, 1946) with the knowledge of
Hebrew letters helping with this. work, A peréon who would. devote hlmself
~ solely to- thls wotk, could flnd anong ‘the pre&ent Jewish population in
Germany: enough people with a sufflclent knowledge of Hébrew to help h1m
in- this work. - S y o 3 .

oo ' ~; 2. 1WhareVer definlte 1nst1tutxonal ownafshlp can. be establlshed,
" the books should be returnsd to tho,proper owners through
’ accapted governnental chqnnels.;, B 1 D :

r73.,~M1nor, unlmnortant works and | dupllcmtes shonld be. used
S ’1mned1ataly to: replonlsh the 11braries of -Jowish roconstructed P
_A_fj_ngt,],tut lOIlS. i e i " R — ; e N_-M-..
. ! .
4 It is sstimated that tho ownarshly o;‘ 'w.bout ___ﬁof the books -
and documents cannot bo ogtablisheds;| Thé rore impertant of .
* thesa books should be sent to the Hebrew Univer31ty lerwry
*1n Jerugalem. . , T

II. Hlstogz ‘C"¢‘ i ‘  -“;f“ o .\g' i
It wag” Alfred Rosenberg‘s ldea to organlze in Nw21 Gernany and~ 1n Nazi it
Europe a gort of super university with instltutea in 411 branches of . B

‘ human knowledge.'TOne;of these 1nst1tutes waslthe Ingtitute for Research
e - i : <{(-Institut~zar- ErfarschungmaerWJudenfrage}-w1th =
headquarters in Franfort. Government archxﬂes, public libraries and .
private collectlons ‘wers looted in all 1nvade& countries and their contents
N _‘transported ‘into Gernany with the hope of est9bllsh1ng a M"super 1library"
e e et o f < Judaliear andesbraica“““The twomain- collectlng pomnts ‘for~this looted

- ‘ wealth wers Berlln nnd Frankfort. o , ;E

’ c

When %llied heavy bombardments of clties started, most of. these books

and’ other articles: wers removed. fron the 1arge centers to rural communitiess
‘The Berlin collection was thus moved ‘to Bohenia, probably to Castle
Heufalkanberg 1n Deutsch Gabel. Tho Frankaﬁt collectlon was’ moved to -

4
H
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I'h Qcolléétion was deflnitely : 
3 ksubbasement completaly

~VOlupee found thare were.{_7

_n and house them
‘Howovor, as. of;,w

R llp
12,

 18e

. | 1 |
.}*"A superf_ al ‘oxan na ion of thls collactlon rgvaaled daflnltoly and
'lﬁth and 18th contuzy :
T T “ o manuscrlpts.)
.. Strashun Librazy of Vllna ~;

Rabbiﬁlcal Spmlnax‘:y . Of Br(\slauh S o e s k8 L B i €88 £ e e 2t e o A

‘Mainz archivas (birth recorﬁs,*etc.)
Frankfort a/m archives

"Absut 300 Torah scrolls and in;umerable Meglloth and l;terqlly

¥

dozens. of othor puhllc and prlvatc colloctlons of. "rnnt hlstorlc

val uO -
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='Addenda:'-

L.

About tho Borlln colloc
Gharlottonburg & Be’r
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About: Mllltary Governmont nhases of the work, consult Sgt. Ghlld,

Fino Arts, Monumontsiand AArchivas D1v1smn,
Governnent ;. APO. 742, PM, Now York- (Berlin), ;
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loffico of Mllltary

-Also -Captain Julius He - |
Huchnan. M11. Gov. Det. #6. APO 757, P Noww’rork, (Frankfort). '_
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U.S. MISSIGN FINDS 425 OOO JEWISH BOOKS
i : }
LR |

, eial mlss,lon‘"of the Unlteﬁ States lerary of o
‘ 'Ccngress has discovered two storshouses jammed with more than .
425,000 volumes of Jew1sh llterature, whwh had been. selzed by
" the Gestapo all over Europe and sent there.

. !

‘Twenty-five- thousa.nd books ware found in a basement of the
. former Orthodox Synagegue, which is agaln belng used_as a house
~of worship, despite ‘extensive damage.. The v?lumns, which mcluded
"prayer books, 11terature and old Jewish Nevspapers, were in. poor

f“_condltlon. A é o I; .
! 's lodge, whlch ha& -apparently been the

' Ihcluded amcng; thesge ¢ umentsﬁ and books were. colloctlons stolen from '
the. 1i‘oraries of Andre Mauro:.s, notud J ewmh[rauthor' Artur Rublnstexn,

L }
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Dr. Kubowitzki
- ¢e.ce Dr. Federbush
rom:Dr. Karbach

i

Re: Commission

fMarch

Jewish European

—
T

5, 1946

\Cultural

Reconstruction

In connection with the dttached clipping

regarding the Tentative List, you request
Jat plenary

- you a report on the proceedings of the 1l

meeting of the Commission which 1 attended.

points were preparations for diapatching

ifrom The Day
ed me to give

The main
a mixed

Commission of prominent scholars to Germany to take

fare of the books, serolls, objects of a

ﬂt and other

cultural treasures. which wre found,. ‘and are now under

the: supervision of" ‘the occupation authorﬂties.

It

" is intended that each of the three. countqies. United

States, Palestine and Great Britain be re

by six scholars.

presened

!

As far as I 1earned payment for the expenses of the

American particip&nts will be. available,

Hand it is

assumed. that the delegation from ureat Brltain will be

able to pay for their expenses.

On the other hand,

the Palestine delation seems to be a. difficult problem
~ from ‘the financial .point of view, but they are trylng
~to find a solution, possibly by cutting down the

number of delegates from each country to!

The scholars will stay qulte a con91dera
six months. ' ,

. e ey o]
Regarding the "Tentative List® ‘a copy of

very soon, I only had the opportunity of
for one or two minutes and immediately f
mistake s which could easily be. corrected
available in New York.

four.

ble time, about

which 111 receive
looking it over
ound a few serious
lfrom. information

The list is beauéifully printed

as a supplement to "“Jewish Social. Studies” and as far as

I know, edited by Dr. Ahrendt,

|

|

'There was also a dlscussion regardinv thé flnancial 51tuation

of -the Commission which is not_ too rosy. and so.they expect-. .

"'subsidies from various big Jewish organizations, .among

S them-thé World Jewish Congress

Prof Baron,

i

who was in the chair stresséd the fact that the

Commission is restrictlng itself to pureﬂy scholarly work
and-that thelr find ings must be’ realizedhby appropriate
action on the part of other organizations, and he again
ment ioned the WOrld Jewish Congress in tﬁis connection,

%
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;Dur1ng a discussion of similar progecte for adoption of Jewish
'schools and other cultural institutions by corresponding
bodies. abroad,Ihﬂ‘mentioned the. fact that according to reports

from :thetother side. there are still surv1ving children and
young people who have no schoolxng at: all today. “former
inmates of concentration camps, ildren

in the Jewish community of Vienna have had.no edu : ‘at all

for seven years. It is well-known that the[N&is did not permit '
instruction of any kind for Jewish youngsterb, even at home.
!

‘This information was accepted with 1nterest"and for the
third time the WJC was mentioned as one. of the large. organizations
which should interest. itself in finding out jhow many Jewish children
are withou al facilities. If specgal Jewish schools
canriot be’ opened, the WJC should. urge the Governments to take
~appropriate steps for immediately admittinglisuch children '
to publi¢ -schools and for providing. them with special instruction
1f they cannot join classes owing to thoir 1ack of former
training. :

"' The legal subcommittee of the Commission af which I am
also a member will employ. a new research assistant after
the former one resigns.

et
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May 24, 1946

Members of the Office Gommlttee '

eas:Library as

ion snbﬁld be

’on of the hooks,w
: in Jerusalem.

” uest of the'

_;1sory Committes:
'he books, and in

_nﬁzone‘snould be.
' rary shculd

, t6 ‘such a’so utlon. Hﬁ would be ready to forward sunh ) proposal
‘from%the Gonﬂres E jiary wzth the endoraement of the WJO to the military
oocupation authorlties of the Amerlcan zone. The only objection to this

solution which could be ralsed accordlng "to Mr.lHemmendinger, would be
thhat ..... of _the POllBh Government. -gince. Poland is. an Allied.-Nation and would
«be‘entltled to claim the Testoration of the Jew1sh books looted from Poland.
'Hé advised me to take Up this question’with the repres tative of the
. Poiish Government here. I promlsed to do 80, and expressed my bellsf that

L3
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‘thle case it could be expacted that tne OOngresa Library's sugges

£ nguhmm

matter. Mr. Hemmendin

8 Head of the Congress -
‘the WJC in regard to' the o
_ressed our thanks for hisg
‘ restoratlon
Hebrew i

vvlwsuhmlt
‘aaked ug to

:jurisdlction
he Advisory -
jrganizatlons. and that

‘3nh0”ld he- properly represented .

- i
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Tot Dr, Eaar ‘
From: Dr. Blattberg

7 proef of ownershim.

’~ 282 do ah.
r%ity in 39ruaalem,asf§@ th@‘

nstitutisna.

a& to th@ir fermar;awnera gr to thei§ 1egn1 hairs

June 24, 1948

%ed ta the communitiea,
gravtded that 5 substan-
tion survives, ‘

par i
ﬁ body ahﬁulﬂ be eﬁeﬂteﬁ to act aa Trustee

for the former owners of tie Eemiah cultural treasures and foy the
Jewish people, A Bosrd of Advisorq ahauld he appointed by the Trustee

on recommendaticn of the ¥orld Jowilsh Cam%?ems and the Hehrew Univer=

sity in Joruaalem. This bosrd ia to assist}the Trastee in the perfor=-
- mance of 1ta tgak and pdvise 1t on %he conditicns and cultural needs
of the Jewish oommunitigs in Europe a8 ﬁalf as on the nature asd value

of th@

11, Oultural pelaﬁ§€1en'

[otaﬁ Jamish eultural nraparty aaé %n its uwltimate dlsposition,

The msmbera of the cultural ael «a&iaﬁ, Fr. H, Lelvick anﬁ fir. Israel
Frras, after arriving in Hew York gave a- full raport on the cgnﬁitions

in the caumps andian the relations of the Hﬁ%@é authorit
of the TP campe At the press cwﬁference held on June

70 people of all' the Yiddish and Engzish Jewish papers were presont.

An internal rap@rt wns ziven by Prafnasor Efras at the meeting of the

Pxecutive Pammi%%ee of the World Jawish Uon@reaa held on Juga 20th,

On June aéth a mnsama@ting fer}th@ publie wua arrangsd at whieh b@th
4¢ about their im@ essions and

éra Efros ond Hr. lelviek in iovmeaythm yuh]
the life of our paaple in the conpsa -

o

Raaaln%ians ‘ealliaz for the 1ﬂmﬁdi&té tranefer of «

were ndopted,

11T, %mokdrivee

ﬁu"ing the %anth of Fupe the fall;wiur

ishipeents wers made:

fes to the inmates
Bth, st which about

poad
f—-.‘b
O.

(-

«w

he DP'n to Palestine
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- Oulture, Tne. in Hew Ybrk..

- Be

‘ 6; 410 ceses to ohaplaing ﬁad*sacial Horkors.

Wsc 810

3 casea to‘aergenwumlaen.

e

-8 aaaés eontsining books ant 9 T fan sexolls to Holland

4 caaea af wnlusble teatbooka faL eindldren gand adulba ta
amps in Germany. . This ahigment was made through
8 rvicea of the UWRRA Feaéquarters in ﬁashiny&on.

i o
.30 cases of ¥iddish and ﬁebrew 1g§@xature and textbooks to
,roland. This shipment was arzang@d through the courtesy of

the Committee for Pahabilitqtion of Foli&h Saeienco anﬂ

8 cases to Chaplein ”1ausner and 9 eortons through the cour-
- 'tesy of Dr, Haiﬂr. I - '
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not £ind any imgortant aoneeuén in the i‘imri_em tone outeiaaf
‘ nformed tm tm aoesmtmhiv d.er Deutm}wr 5"

- a.nd: boném‘ there is zmhmg of~'mnm in thet aress o
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be mas“bm,o}a the baa e of half
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September 63, 1946

i

w I

Durlng the montha of Beptember the;)rollcming shipmenhs were mﬂe:

Ta mmgary~ 1 aeae of - "
«:ers :
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To: Mr. Caplan

in the Tuesday- Gctober J.Mz '
n8h ;rgton to the ff‘eot t’:at th ,
ved of the mea of es*babus}me“t

‘mu may have

which 1t 18 stated: °
of your ‘praposals

: 1ea ‘are tocaived I ahall communiielzate with you further. "

1etter was 'also adéresse& to tm Gcmmiasim.

e

The United Preas dlspateh apparently der&]ves-fmm the seme source.

cE
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' f_r_q_g The mmnbers of the 0ffice Commlttec “j A : \

- FROM; Dr, ?e&erbuah . é D (. : N

Ny
Repork on my oonfereuoe at the|State Deparhmantﬂashingtonﬂ :3 f
~ oovgrg,.auqﬁiggx oultural pmpefa_ 9// ‘

Nm
Pregents World Jewish Congress = DreFedarbuah aocompanied by DraDmrk-
Comml ssion on European Jewish Cultur&l "'eoonstmcbion -
3 rof.Jemmef Michaels
A,dvisor to Gemeral Cley in Gamany - M
State Depa.rt:ment . Messree. Hemendinger,

ex I8wenthal;
'obdb, Mason, Kiefer.

i
Tha sonference last:ed two Itzfourag
{ «

Prof Michael and I ack the raprasenta‘bzves of the State Department te

obtain as soon a8 possible the cansezrb of the State Pepartment
and OMGUS for the formation of afJewish Corporstion to which
Jewish libraries found in Gemany and Austria should be turned

over for disbribution among the aippnprie.to Jewish institutionse

wwvan'hhal pointa out tha’c Gemr&l Clayiis in favor of the suggestions

submitted by the World Jewish Congress, but he has same objec=
tions as to the legal aspeah of this prodlems: He considers it
essential that the Corporation should not be merely an American
body, ‘but 1t should represent the Jewish communities abroade
The final draft of & bill on restoration of property in Germany
is now in preparation and Genaral Clay deems it desirable that
the provisions for the recovery of Jewish oultural. property
should be in conformity with the;‘pﬂmiples of this bille

Dr.Federbush then explains that. the World ‘Jewrlsh Congress, whioh represents:
ewish communities in appmximately fifty countries all over
the world, will be a member of the Corporation te be establisheds -
Therefors the Corporation will repreaent not only American Jewry,
but also the Jewlsh omunitias of Europe, in acoordance with
General Clag's wishese Lo _l

Mr.l&wgnthal agreea with ny explanation and states that in a letter which

he addressed to General Clay he advised him that since the

World Jewish Congress would gartiolipats, the Corporation would
bear en hrt:amtional oharaeterg :

Mrgﬁeme_ndﬂer belleves the.t theso axplanations are quite xmRfkmkaxk

Lree &0

satisfactory and thersfore no o‘bj}aoti@n 1s to be expected. He
further gtatea that the State’ sparhaeub fully agrees with our
objectives and reoommends to OMGUS the plan of a Jewish trusteee
ship for the rmcovery of sulsural propertys

5
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Mr.Tobb declares that the State Dagaﬂnuent, and parbicularly General Hilaring,

1s ready to cooperate with us in. arriving at a speedy settlement of

this problemo » %

We point outsm

(1) The neoessity of undelayeﬁ action, because the books already
found are getting spoiled, and the opportuni’cy to loocats hitherte ‘

unrevealed looted libraries may be loate;

(2) While the restorstion law provides for juriadietion to be .
entrugted to the Geman Cour’cs, we nugt make every effort to exclude -

the recovery of Jewish ocultural property|
it would hurt Jewish feeling to tum ove
progerty looted by the Germans ‘bo German

At this point MrJlemendinger inform

* Ameriocan Jewish Conference proposes that

frem the provision, because :
s the question of Jewish cultural
jsuthoritiese »

|
ue us that: Col.Bernatein of the
'the recovery of Jewlsh oultural

property should be part and parcel of the general problem of restoration

of prupert’y. » ,

brc EI0

ProfeMichael explalna the inadviaabili’cy of tying *bhe problem of Jewish cultural

“property with that of restorution of property in general, in view of
the fact that the promulgation of the law pertaining te restoration of
groperty will teke a conaidembly long: tim., and will be under the -
jurisdiotion of the German authoritiee as mentioned aboves

All ; resentagraa tha’b we should endeavor to aepixrate the problm of Jewish

cul'hure.l praoperty from the genersal queetion of reetorationo

1% 1s deoi.ded tha:h the repreeentatives of the World Jewish Cangress
end the Commisslon should see Ganeral Clay who 1s expected te arrive
in the UsScAs some time next week, and - ?iaouae with him the. entirc

“probleme .

ii

Our auggestiona to h:hn should be as fol‘.liowa

i
(1) The ear}.ieat fomation of axJewish trurbeeshipe

R
(2) a11 books that cannot be 1dentiﬁed

faa well as books owned by

Jewish communities and institutions%lwhich no longer exist or whioh
" heve no more need for the books, due to the deorease of their
membership, should be turned over ‘br Jewlsh trusteeship.

(3) In the event that the reoovery or Je\rwiah cultural pmper‘by camnot

. . be exoluded from the provision of tha draft law of the restitution,
we should prepare amendments to that law whioh would enable the

formation of the Jewlsh trusteeship

land the speedy recovery of

the Jowi.ah librarise within the fm of the general restoration

lawe .

e
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_ In our negotiations with the Gommission on [Baropean Jewish Cultural

Raconstruotion, in which DroRubowitzki took part om behalf of the World
Jewlsh Congress, it was agrsed thet in the Jewish Corporation for Recovery :

of Jewlah C “Broperty we should be £ ropreaanted by one member on behalf
of the- World J &h ongress, one member on behalf of the Committes for
Cultural Praaparhy in Europe,{ sponsored by the World Jewlsh
r on behalf of the Central Coxmnittcae of Liberated Jews in
' of a representative of the |American Federation of Jows

. previously suggested by the Commission, it should be
ection of Rights &nd Interests of Jevms from Germany, whih

Apart from these 4 representatives, ‘there should be one nember fron sach
of the following bodiesa t

The Hebrew Univeraity in Jerusalem | ‘
Commission on European Jewlsh Cultural Reaomst ruction

Ameriocan Jewish Conference

American Jewish Committee i

Synagogue Council of America ¥
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Dr. MBax Greenewsald - i
190 Millburn Ave ‘ :
#illburn, New Jersey

!

wDear Brc Bruencwald: :

*‘ahc&lﬁ likse to aX@resk ury personal sﬁtisfactien that,
in conneetlon with the settlement. of the yroblem of the
recovery of Jewish culbuwrel treasures 1n G@Pwang, it has been
declded to invite the Council for the rgyéeei@ﬂ of Rignts
snd Intsrests of Jews from Germany to jai the ranks of the
charter mewbers of the ﬁarporazian.waich @Pll probably be
.1n charge of taking: over and rudistributim; thoese treasures.

You may know that it was the ‘%mvlﬂ e ewish Congress that
elaimed r@preaentat&un for the Souxcii and was iaatrumenual,
in having the &x WL%atiun extended tﬁ the Couneil.

I sm writilng to tell you th&t the ﬁdﬁlwaald r@gard gsur
presence, dear Lr. Gruweneweld, among the Birectors of the
. Board of the new corporation on behslf aféﬁha Council a8 &n
Cessential contrilmtion to the success of wh&t is a unique
gnd highly important experiment. Tl you Qecepn, as I hope
you will, we will ask the ﬁouncil to anpuﬂw' you a8 their
‘r@pressmtative: i P

: T trust that we will have thse ple&s&ﬁa of working together
with you on the Board of Directors jof the F@% corporation)
that this fmpoertant undertsaking, which caf now be realised
through the understanding and essistance of the Amerlcan

authorities, will have th@ benef it eﬁ yeuﬁ %raat sutherity
and experlence. '

i
P l;-~

iﬁaryAgﬂﬁéerely gours,

? A
A. Loon Hubowitaki

|
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COMMISSION ON EUROPEAN JEWISH GULTURAL REGONSTRUCMON
affiliated with (.

Conference on Jew 1%ezh Relatlons,‘ Inc.

1841 Brosdway, “ew ork 25 NeYeo

g
i
H
H
&

il april 28, 1946

Dre Ae Leon Kubowitzld |
World Jewish Congress
1834 Broadway ~ i

New York 25, N.Ys | P

Dear Dr. Kubowi tzki ; ’ ; i j
!
You are undeu’bted}.v familiar with the work of the Commission on European ewidz
Cultural Reconstructmn. Organized under the a.uspl‘cea of the Conference dn
Jewish Relations end sustained by grants from the American Jewish Joint Dige
tribution Committee, the American Jewish committeeb the #4merican Association
for Jewish Eduoation, and the Conference on Jewish‘Relations, the Commission
has recently issued its first work entitled, "Tenta.tive List of Jewish Cultural
Treasures in Axig=Occupied Countriese" This important inventary was exesuted
by the Research Staff of the Commission, oompris:mg such outstanding scholars
28 Dro Hannah arendt, Dre Adolf Kober, Dre Raphael]¥ahler and Dr. Jacod Shatzky,
working under the direction of a Research Comm ttee| hesded by Professors “arx,
Freimann end othérs. ! i . 1 «
The Staff of the Commission has also accumulated much material concerning the
present whereabouts of these cultural %reasures. ‘I’he Commbssion is reelly in a -
position to serve ms a focal agency in located and;salvagmg Jewish cultural
treagures in war-ravaged Europes It has, for exampﬂ.e. egtablished cont acts
with cheglains of all feaiths and with genexal relief and serviee orgenizations:
to enlist thelr support in tracking down an& presemng the remains of Jewish
culture in Europe. }

The Commission is also engaged in an 9xtensive program of research concerning
the pre~war status of the Jewish schools, s*eminaries and yeshivoth in Axige
occupied Europe, and in the present status of the newly reestablighed schools, -
to ascertain their needs and determine what, types of assistance can be extended .
to them through the United Statese Another sub=committes of the Commission,
headed by Professor Jerome Michael of the Columbis [Law-School, and aided by

8 fulletime Research Fellow, is engaged in clarifying the legal and politiesal
issues inwvolved in the difficult problems of restitution, reparations, and
redistribution of szish cultural and rellglous treasures. ‘

Moreover, the Commisslon is plamning to exbend its mt1v1ties. 4t the last
meoting of the Commiksion it was decided to' accept za suggestion from the Jewish
Historical Society of England that a delegetion of experts be sent from ‘merica,
Englend end Palestine, to visit the various; I‘uropean countries to help locate

the cultural property and assist in its redi sbrlbu'{:ion, ad¥ise the communities
|
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there on cultural and religious programs, é%o. Itlis contemplated that six

soholars each be sent from the three countries, tle[ delegation then dividing

itself into smaller teams of two or three to visit |individual sections in

Burope and reconvening at a eentral point ftor purpo: ses of final deliberation

' and decisions Some of the culturel trecasures may ultimate ly be transferred
- to Palestine, the ﬂni’ced States or other eoxmtries.ﬁi :

| : .
In order to be able to go ahead with out program, it 1s necessary for us to
raise an additional $15,000 at leeste 48 @ central jorgaiization in. Jewish
life, the World Jewish Congress would undoubtedly wish to assist the work of

-+ .~the Commissiony which at this juncture we believe t{o be of decisive importsce
+...~for the welfare and perpetuatlon of our peorles We]theref‘ore i.nvite you to
.+ contribute the sum of $5,000 to the Commis eicm on European Jewish Culturel

~ ~ Reeonstruction thereby matching the grants of the Joint Distm‘bu‘b:.on Committee,

~ Commission on Buropean Jewish Culturel Reconstmotiuno

- the American Jewisgh Commzt‘bea, and the Conférenee on Jewish Relations to the
Comnissions ;':
. 1 shall be delighted to -answer any questicns that . giu mighd wi&h to raise: B.béut
.. the program and activity of the Commissions: Ve are*very enger to enlist your: -
+: support so that all the major Jewish organizations nay be united behind the

! Very truly youré,.

(signed) Salo W;
; Chaimnn

‘Baron

" PuSe Under separate cover we are sending you a copy of the first publzcation
by the Commission entitled, "Tentakive List ‘of Jewish Cultural Treasures
in Axiseoccupied countrias . : »
i {
i }

i
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Chairman’
SALD W, BARON

Secretaries
URIAH Z. ENGELMAN
KOPPEL S. PINSON
Committee on Coopem:xwz

HORACE M. KALLEN,
hairman

Commitzee on Legal Problems.

' Dear Dr. Kubowitzki~

JEROME MICHAEL,
Chairman
Committee on Rescarch

ALEXANDER MARX,
Chairmen

. Research Deparinient

HANHAH ARENDT
Chairntan
ADOLF KOBER - '
ERNEST MUNZ

IALeLLQVSIkbLIBJN

— _V. plgunteiastmbogiies

affiliated tw#l: )
CONFI:RLNCB ON JEWISH RLLM;OM In
1841 Broadway, New Yoxk? 23, N. Y.

a8

. Telephone: Circle 5-7826
3

.
- June 18, 104

— e

Thank you for your letter of June‘lé (file ref. ALK:fh)
in which I learn with regret that because of what you
refer to as the recent. extension[of the scope of the

Commission's activities, the Cong%ess will not essist.

the Commission financially.

While I doinot gquestion the decision of your. Executive
in this regard, I think that in the interest of accu~-
racy I ought to correct an' error%in your letter. It is

1incorrect to say that thel Commission has only recently

begun to frasme and pursue generaﬁ policles, thereby en-
tering a fleld previously covered by the Congress and
its Department of Culture iand Education. It is true
that the Commission, like the Gonference on Jewish -
Relations by which 1t was organized was orlginally in-
tended to do research only, and to put the fruits of

- 1ts research at the dispossl of political organizations,

including your own. However, a gear ago, we discovered
that no steps whatever were belng teken to rescue Jewlsh

~cultural objects in Germany and . the ocoupied countries,

We also learned that these objects weére in grave danger

‘of physical deterioration and disperaion. Because of the
‘inertia of other organizations, it seemed necessary to
'us, as you put 1t, to frame and pursue generel policy.

However, we acted at all times in consultation with
members of other orgasnizatiions inséluding your own. Indeed,
until, for the reasons set forth|lin a letter which I wrote

- to: Dr. Federbush on June 10 and of which I enclose & copy,
‘we regretfully reached the conclusion that we could not

name the Congress as one of the. organizations which, accord-
ing vo our plan, wlll nominate” the Advisors to the Trustee,
we were working in complete harmony with Dr. Federbush, who
had agreed that the Congress would make proposals to the
State Department identical with our oWn..

T
Some weeks ago, after a 6onference with Dr. Evans of" the

“Library of Congress, we evolved a plen according to which

the Library of Congress was to bb made the Trustee of these
Jewish cultural obJects and to which Dr. Federbush agreed.
However, after further conferenchs with Dr. Evens and con-
ferences with representatives oq;the State Department we
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|
thought it necessary to abandon that p%oposal. I am,
‘therefore, all the more disturbed to |[learmn from the
June 1946 1ssue of your Information Bulletin that your
Department of Culture and Education is¥apparently st1ll
‘adhering to this abandoned plan, which i1s inconsistent
with the one which on June 5, 1946 we submitted to the
State Department and to Which with ths one exception
to which I hgve referred, Dr. Peﬂerbush agreed. Mgy 1
say also that it seems to be very unfortunate that
while these proposals are beingiconsidbred in the State
Department they should be publicized. ||It will surely
make the work of the State Depertment ?ora difficult,

You may, of caurse, rest assured that whatever the out-
come of this unfortunate difference offl opinion, the
Commission will cooperate with the Conzress in every
possible way in an effort to attain our common goal.

Sincerel you;s,
%
iz Hael

Jerome Michael #
Acting Chairman

!

Dr. A. Leon Kubowiltzki
Secretary General
World Jewish Congress
- 1834 Broadwey .

New York 23, N. Y.
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‘discuss the ma.tter \rith me. -
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. i 1 : B Telephone: Circle 5-7826
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July 29, 1946
I ; :

- Dre A I.eon Eubowitski
World Jewish Congress

Dear Ir, Ku'bmritald: b

I

Please forgive ny dela;r in replying to your letber

of July lzth, vhich has deen due toa {soriea of misadventures,

I very much- re@:et that you did not find ny ‘letter
of June 18th persuasive, It 19 guite t.rue that friendly co-

operation does not imply the’ gre.nt of a subsidy, and we have
" not sought a grant from the Congress cn that hypothesis, We

have sought it because we have. done mdiapensable research

the fruits of which have been useful to and utilized by, ‘the
Congrese and which the Congress would hava had to do had we not
done it, . You deny us ald on the ground that we also efntered '
a field vhich the Congress had: smehommmgod to preempt,
although when we entered it. 1t had the appearance ‘of /a vacuum.
This suggests that wve ‘are be.tng denied aid as a punitive
measure, and, for my part, I think 1;1).:11:§ the punislment hardly

fits the crine.

» I had not been aware that, ae you put 1t, during :
the last veoks the whole problem of eafegnarding our cultural
treasures has again been shelved, The :t‘act 18 that we have .
been awaiting action upon the pla.n vhich we. sutmitted to the
State Department and which the Congress| endorsed with same

,qua.liﬁcations. In the interval there has been very little

vhich could be dome by us or, as far as I can see, by anyone
else, In any case, Dr. Federbusch has net yet seen fit to

\

I

incerely yours,

n

\
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Prof, Jorome H.‘..chaal Acting omm ‘
oawimum on x‘ﬁumgm Jewink mm %aamtm@uea
1841 Bm&dmy i R

How Ygl‘k, r--,' ” ?’

D@ar 'Pr-of 0} cm.sla

The unparanaxeq prossure of vmrk mrs.‘mv these heotie daya has,
to my sincers ‘mgrst, prevented m ?rom mmrlng your letter
of Jgne 18th sonner, :

X smderstand that you have me&nwhne hac &n. axchange of aommi.
~eations with Dr, N, foldmann, and that bre radsx-buaoh hag alee .
written %o you : 5 1

I have given sareful aonaideratien %o the eontents of your lotter,
bat 1 must zay thet I ean't find that 1t [basi»mny contmdiots
want I wrote to you, The faet *kbe.t the Oammisaion on. Buropean
Jewigh Cultursl Reconstrustion mandad the #£0Do of 1%s astivitioes
is also scknowledged by you, and as far am I em informed the World
Jowiah Uongress vas uot cobeulted ans ths sdvieability of such
an oalargemnt' of the Gomiaaion's antivmiaa. Prieondly eoe-opera~
. tion vhich we are surely anxious ﬁa BRe wtablishad and maintained,
doean't naeesaar.uy ftaply the gmt:\.mg ot firaneial subsidies,

‘The quaestion of the publication or the Labm of Ooagmam‘ aschezo
by the Information Bulletin of eur mmam of Culture und Tdue
cation is today no longer significant, ' I/|em not familiar encugh
vith developuents to be in a poeitum to svaluats Washington's

- strange ehange of attituds as well as 1ts motives, The Bulletin
referred to the plan as 1t ax&etaé before| it was abandoned by
your Gmiaaien ez well s by tha World Jewigh Congress,

WICT B0
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It seeus, unfortunately, that during the last fow weakn the
~whole problem of safeguarding our cultural | treasures haa sgain
bean shelved. I undergtand that Dr, Federtuseh intends to die-
aues with you thie very disturbing .gsituati?’n. ' -

§ " S8incerely yours,

5‘? A, Loon Kubowitski

AlX/ge
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 Memo ’
To: Dr. Kubowitzkd & - I
From:Dr. Karbach ' ~July 5, 1

i
i

During the last few days I urged the Depertment for Culture and Education
~at least three times to" give me the opportuaity ‘to diseuss with them

1946

the answer to be given to the attached letter from Prof. Michael. i‘lnally, AN A

on. Weénasday, I insisted on getting ‘back the letter which was still in

their files and only then was I told by I}r. Blatt'berg that the whole A RPN
-gituation has meanwh:.le assymed a new cb.a.racter, as Prof, Michael addressed .=~
I think two letters to ' {Goldmann and @r. Galclmaun answered that in : o

due time he will personally ta.k:e up the mtter ef
: Qonmisg,ion.’ :

:z

' I don't know whether ycm. have been. kept informed abcmt these developmnts

Blattberg was good anerugh
to show me copies of Br Geldmamx's answer to Proi’. Hichael. ’ ;

but I was certainly mot familiar with them. Dr.

Under these conditions 1’c seems that Prof. Mlchaelf

‘ bhe :files.

a subszdy for the Ba.ron

's letter shsuld go 1nto

(TN
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.8 very velusble p&oce of mmh wuk.

" coms truction, [’

.,.ﬁa:‘iimJ 'f g Jure 14, 1946
s A v’& = S :
g &.:{ ’ e L

b “j,pmﬂa“r 39:@9 Highael, fmaimanXComittee on Legal Probleus

Tommicsion on Duropean Jewidh” m%‘m-al Reconstruction
1841 Broadway j ! ‘
Yew York 23, &, Y

Desr Frofessor Hichael: o
Let me dagin by apvlegising for tha mw&dahla delay in oy redly to. tha

requett of the Comuiseionm on w'em Jewish witm-al Hecomtruction for
a centribution of $5,000, I

we are plessed tn hear that m @m“i«a hes nmoeé.ad in aannuas
the cooperation of an impressive nuzber eff eminent Jowish seholare in

. this countryi and we ecamned with mush :atwt the “Pentative List of

Jewiah Cultural Fresvures in am-omaﬁ emtﬂw # ehi.eh no doudt i3

However, as You ave aware, the Eorla Jewuﬂ Congress, w the ereatzon of
its Departsent of Oulture and Riucation hsaaea by Rabbi Simon Federbusch,
o member of our Bxceutive, has long eines astablisheﬁ the nsoedeary
meshinery to make its own comtribution to m parmount ceuse of Jewieh

‘eqltural recons truction on the vaa-mvage& llcontinent of Exm;pe.
Dering the lost few mam your ﬂmibﬁnn lhas matlx extanded the scope

of it8 activity. Origimally intended to m the expert knowledge of o
geoup of acholers st the dispesal of the Jevish people, the OCommission
heo recently bsgum t0 frame and pursus amral policies, thersby entering
a £401d previowsly covered by the World Jewish easnas and 4ts Department
of Oulture aaﬁ Iducetion. A 'f‘

Today the &erm Jewioh comma L2 called upen by your cmuazon to aub-

oidise activities which the Congress has 1imu been carvying on for a

long time now, Our Bxocutive, having carefully considered your raguest,

- pogretfully states that there i no maimnty of mpking World Jewish

Congress funde amausble to the eamisuen

;ﬁa Earoposn JMah Cultural Re-

’ | |
It is obviowd that other araanuauem mtmne& in m eemieatinn
are in quite a diffsrsm msxtzea.r ';kl

I tymt that you and the members of your Gemiaolm will understexd the
alfference in the approsch of the World Jewish Congress, and that the
ovoperation detwesn our organiastionms wi11/|proceed in ouch & way as to
aogure officlent work on the basis' of the m proposals for the safe-
gusrding and eventual redistribtution of th:a Jouioh ocultural tressures in
Bargpo. , ]

. : ' 81neeraly youm},

|

A.Leon &abovufakt
Swretar,f &me{r&l

TN
| —
)]
ot
}.u_&
D
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Frofesser Jerame Michaol, ﬁhmima, Ccmnittee on Legal Problems
" Commission on mm Jewieh cm..tmx Raemtmuo '

1841 Broasdway R ] !
¥ev York 23, BT, . l
' !

5

Desr Profeasor mm: | i‘ o ]

t

Lot me bagﬁ.a bg' apologizing for the mmlﬁable delay im @y reply to t&m

t of the Commispion on Buropead Jwish Cultural Bmmtmﬂm for
e emstﬂbution of $6,000, ;; i
o ore. plmea to m that your Maata hes swam& ln enusnm
the cooporation of an impressive number of eninent Jewish scholare in
this cowntry; ard ve econned with mesh tnﬁmt the *Pentative Iist of
Jewish Cultursl Prespures in m-wem&' cmsﬂu.* wmcn no doudt is
a vory w.wh phege of Tesaarch wrk. ‘

memw. 88 you ave awarve, the warld Jmh cews. W the muoa of
1t2 Depsrtment of Culturs and Rducation headed by Raddi Simon Federdusch,
& wember of our Bxecutive, has long since e9tadlished the nocessary '
machivery to mcko its own centridubion to [the parsmount caugs of Jmmh
ealtm). mmtmum «m &ha srmrmagoﬂ’ eontinant uf m o

Puring the 1@! fow montds your emwaim‘ has gmuy extonded tho scope
of 445 ectivity, oOrigizmally intended to pat tho expert imowledge of &
group of scholare at the dioposal of the me; people, the Cammisolon ‘
has resently begum to frame and pursue gmm policies, thereby entering
a field previowsly ooversd by the Werld Jewtoh Songreve aw& its ﬁwmm
of Culture and Bucation, : , }'

Teday the World Jewish Congrese 10 celled | m by your cmsmwn to sube
sidize activities vhich the Congress has mm- boen carrying on for a
long time mow. Our Rxecutive, having wemu comsidered your reguest,
ragrotfully states that there is no zma&&lttw of making World Jewieh
Congrens fundd avaellable to the Gm”ten]m Kuropeat 6Msh Cul tural He-
¢ons Sruction, E :

It 18 obviows thst other argaaisatim m%ionsé &n m m&oauoa
\m in guite a é&ﬂmm msuim. O

1 trust that you and the membevs ef your amuim vill understond the
. 83 fferenco 4in the ppproanch of the World Jewish Congress, and that the
cosperation betwesn our organizatioms willlproceed in such & way os %o
aspure efficiont work om the basis of the new propossls for the safo-
mréim and evaatml mﬁstﬂmaea of m Jewich oultursl ereaewea ia :
. Mncemly yom. ~
A.I,aen Eutmﬁ’:]m

sasretm amTal ‘ o -
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Jomuisatan on Furopean Jewish Gulturel
1842 Breadddy e i
- ga' Ym‘ ?"3' M ? ' .
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‘Dw Prof. Qima;u

o T e g
i

m mpamueled pregsure of uork wﬂag thege heotle days has, ‘

to my slucere regret, prwmt&é’? ns £rom| axmwering your lstiar

of June 18th. sooner, AR .i '

b :méamw that you have ma&nuhile ‘had en exshongs of conmunie ‘

sations with Dr. N, Goldsann, mm that Dr. :?sderbuach haa 6lso
written o you, 1 \

i have given caraful aonsmemnon to the gontenta of :;rour lottar,
but I must sey that X can't find that 1t! bagleally contradicte
vhat 1 wrote to you, The fact that the Gemmission on Yuropean
Jewish Cultursl Aeconstruction extended ;Bha goope of its astivities
is also soknowledsed by yeu, and ag far as I am informed the world
Jowiah Congress was not eom&mseﬁ as tw the advisability of sueh -
' ‘an enlapgement of the Commienion*s aeuvi%ws. Friendly cowopors~
tion vhich we are surely amxzious to ses eats%liehsd and zaintelned,
dosen’t Mssﬁﬁly 1aply the gmnti.ng ef fienncisl sudsidies,

The question oi’ the publieation 63’ the L&baary of Congross’ seheme
by the Information Bulletin of our nem@t of Culturs and Zdu=
ea%m iz today no longer significent,’ x am not femillar enough
with developments to be in & position to ‘wa:!nma veshington®s

~_ strange chenge of attitude as well as its wotives, The Bulletin
referred to the plan es it sxtnted befom ‘it wae abandened by
your Gmiasian a8 woll 88 Wy tno ‘ﬁarld Jsvlah Gongrens,

1
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- From:Dr, Karbaeh
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memo

from

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

© WASHINGTON|

To—  Dr. Leon _Kubowitzki

From— @. '

wiIc

rless books”,

and the __B&ron Group.

lamih .V&th Mv. Baal Eamegdi 50Y EE RS
uring ‘which we disaussed the mrant situatian ré~ . -

OFFICE :

“@?MW 33rd, 1948

1l of the 8tate

A etrong l"e'st.er ‘has gone from

%0 thi 'Qhoatra. staﬂng that besh the i'ﬂaz' Eowtment' | |
_Department strongly recemmended the| plan submitted
As yst : ;ham has bm no

‘,.

talas 'sha.t even ehould the- beoké be sivw %o the

E10

"‘rim._‘ this wnl eeeaaian ae daffiaultiea
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Sta'se ﬁogartmeat the { ! , .
o sﬂic = and the WJ¢ only ‘- as their 1egitimaba apokeaman &rd 88 ¢ V R
',;gnarﬂtak of their intorests as far as the whole goheme of re»sﬁqu tlor
. and re-distribution of the cultursl t : R

| in Hﬁr@pe mﬁht tQ be aéh&tm%hed. "::’ F . o i

~eularly se fer as smaller institutions of: le&rning are concerned -
which, of course, docesn't imciude the isbrew Univirsity, etc¢, - certain

From:Dr. Earbach
:

I
I

Tos Dr. Federbusch ’ ! Qet%her 3, 1948
!

| Yeatarﬂay yca requested me to make aagaeotions for the
utilization otyghe big sugtess you ha‘e,aehisve&‘regar&ing the re~’

féf enaaaituenciaalaa ¥ a%a. Iﬁ wauld.

kherefcre, be - adviaabla to mobilize and to. onee ngntn demorstrate :

~in an 1mgresw1ve way,: tha fo ; a.bohxnd the %orld Jeuish congresa.v

Some of our coaetituaneiea 1eh havn to be earefully f7’¢
selected should, therefore, . be approaghed tmmsétatsly w:ﬁh ths view
to their ayogerahica along the follozicg;linaa: f

1- They nsve %o be. 1n!tmmwd not only of'the results ucnieved, hut

‘at least of some of the greas difficultiés whieh|you had so 0varcama

to achieva uhe ravorabla'resnlt and to‘eaaure tolithe #JQ its ayprapri-

auras 13}Fonaorneﬂ.

4~ 1 don't think that Bueh an appeal oula ‘be aadtessad to all
constituenoles,. with no exceptions, béczuse thesa of them whose .

remnants will be prmanzeelly put in the poaitian of expropriated =
parties should nmot be 1acluded. On the otbar hanﬁ. mobxlimation
of all constituencies ‘outside of Burcpe. and of. afselectod number

| 5
B Perhapa it xauld be sdvisable to aak the doaatitﬂeacias at’ the
same %imé to forwsrd their needs $o0 ua as far as the nltimate re- o
distribution of ths sultural tre&aures 1a;eoncernﬁd, -
I should 1ike to add :nat attausxon ahoLla be given, in time,
to the legal problems invelved in the reaiatribution of books: parci~

guarantees will Le necessary to proj tressures assigned
to them from veing re-sold. But hhis;will pxobanly,barhﬁkan up in
cooperat 10n 4ith the Comaission. 3 ‘

4
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T

wsc EBIO 0


http:Iis.'h.ft
http:cC!nl8ti.i.en
http:l'esu.lh

—— -

! I P & ’
‘ ‘ ' o O B, va oy
T03 The Members of the Office Committee . ]
FROM: DreSe.Federbush ‘ !
Following is the copy of & latter received from the Assistant
Seoretary of State, which may interest youe _ .

¢ 1‘ ;
0 B |
P ' o

Y

3

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGT QY

September 18,1946

Dr.Simon Fedeybush E o B

Dr.irieh Tartakower, § |
World Jewlish Congreas, ;

1834 Broadway, [

New York City,23,New YTrk. ’

Dear Sirss

I have your joint letter of Auguat 80,1846 modifying
your earlier proposels relative to thoﬂo‘astody and ultimste .
disposition of Jewish religious and ou&tural objeeta in Germany -
and Austrie. |
Ag I have informed meesaor ;mohasl who, by’ letter of .
August 26,1948 made similar proposals on behalf of the Commi esion
on Buropean Jewish Gultural Reeonstmot.ien, this Govermnent is
sympethetio to the objeotives of your proposah and believes that
‘they are generally acceptable.| In view of the faot that their
execution requires the support and eeaperation of the US Foroes in
Gormany end Austria, the War Department has beem requested to
. forward a synopsis of the pmposaln to;tho Us cemnanders for their
detaliled comment.
! | : .
When replies are received .I éhall cmmmmica.to with you

f . S%nearaly yours,

(Sgd) J.‘i.ﬁnmring
1 Aeaiet&nt Seoretary

l
|
i
v
|
|
i
i
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. ;F Janu&ry 31, 1947
MEMO o

I

TO: Office Committee | | , i-
FROM: Dr. Federbush‘ f
|

Conference on Recovery of Jewish Cultural Property
Held on Jenuary 30, 1047

i
|
T

l
Present. For W.J. C. - Dr._Simon Federbush Dr. Wolf
Blattberg
For the Commission on Eurooeam Jewish Cultural
Reconstruction - Professors Salo ™, Baron

and Jerome Michaef

| b [!
_ | :

Professor Michael entered into prlvate convprsatlons with Mr.
Hemenainger of the State Department and as|a result of these
discussions he expects the State Departnentlto approve in
general the competence « the trusteeship ag ovtlined by rep-
resentatives of the World Jewish Congress and the Commission
dur ing the conferenceé with General Clay, QF is understood
that this competence should remain the same: regardless of
whetner a joint trustezsnip or a separate one for cultural
Property would be formed. ' 4y- |
Durinz thne olscuselon, Profeasore Baron anc|Michaelfwere in
favor of a single trustéesiip and cave as their motives fi-
nancial, as well as organizational reasons.w :

I pointed out that a; seoarnte trusteesnlh is oreferahle be-
cause of the dancer to which the books in Germany would be.
exposed in case of further delay. Some of the precious
“book collections may disappear or be‘gre=t1y damacsd by the
time the joint trusteeship will be able to |start function-
ing. I also stresced the fact that in the |neantime UNESCO
may put forward claims to the cultural treasures nov stored
in Germany, as I —=as informed lately! by our}observers in
UNESCO,. Mrs. Klausner znd Dr. Steinberg of our London office.
I further explained to them that a joint trusteeship can be
taken into consideration only under the follo ~ing condit1ons,
accordlng to the oe0151ons of our Office Commlttee'- :

1. That 1t +ill be formed in the very nearest
‘ - future, }
&.. That its activities =will e restrl ted to
“Germany. - - ﬁ
3. That the ooerctinp agency snould ot be named
- in the by-lams of the trusteeship put that
their nominztion be reserved for. the board
of cirectors. 1

Pt
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ary 31, 1247

4, That a swecial status with regard to
: propsrty should be 'uaranteedgfor th

iculturai
0S€ MmeMw

bers of the trusteeshlp who have dedlt with
cultural recovery until now (World Jewzsh
Congress, Hebrew University, Commission on

'European Jewish Cultural Reconstruct

Professors Baron and Mlchael agreed to supno
oratlon of the latter point into the ?y-laws

During the dlsoussion it :as agreed accordin
to take up with the State Department the sue
advisor with OMGUS for Jewish cultura% matte

It was finally arreed’ that the letfer;frOm 4
ment (General Hilldring) should be addressed
Jewish Convress and the Commission, |

287 9-1/31/17-35«8F, SBB
CUL - 5085
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' June 18 1046

| Hon, Johm H, Willdring = |
Assistant Secretary of State ;
‘Washington, D.C. - _

N
EECH R a2

MEMORANDUM.

N
gy,

0
‘Mmi*""
PR

‘THE RESTITUTION OF LOOTED JEWISH oxjmm:,

WQ‘W.

i,
Wity

OPERTY IN EUROPE . ""W} ’

s BT

E

submi tted by the b
'WORLD JEWISH COWG?ESS

‘ and the o +‘

%,

COMMIT“EE?EGRTHECQYEBY OF JEWIBH GHLGUBEI

I T
‘. o . ‘
" In all European countrles*formerly under Nazi rule,

Iew1sh librariess arehives, museums,; and other repoaitories
of Jewish eultural iressures were ruthlassly looted by the Ger-
mens, These vast cultural assets constituteg the richest and
most valusble part of the Jewish spiritual heritage, since for
more than 1,000 years Zurope was the main center of IBW1Sh '

’ learnlng and culture, - %

. l

The Germans placed all the stolan uewish cultural Prop-

~ erty in a few "clearing houses" and so-called Institutes for the
Study of Jewish Problems, the largest of vhich was situated in

Frankfort on Main. The bulk of .the: unearth%d treasures 4s now

. stored in Offenbach and held under the custody of the. Amerlcan
Military Government. s $

In order to trace the whereabouts of the plundered -
Jewish treasurcs and to makc. represcntationsﬁto the proper author-
itics about the ultimate dispositlon*of ‘the salvagcd books and *
other procious objeets, a Committce. on Recovery of Jew1sh Gultural
Property, sponsorcd by the World Jewish Congress and comprising
rcpresentatives of the foremost Jewish communltics and 1nstitu— ,
tions in America, Ehrcpe, and. Palcstinc, vas formed ns soon as the

war was over and somo. information concorning Such proparty hnd
bocome availables ' - v ’ . l
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The World 30w1sh Congress, roprcscnting the great ma jority of
- Jewries the world over, and the aforesaid Committoc,’ thc composition of
which 1s shown in the attached folder, hercby raspootﬂylly submit cer-
tain principlos by which the ultimatc d13p051tion of Jewish cultural

trcasur s in Europ¢ should bo govcrned.

1T

Owing to the dcstruction of great Jewish communltics and the
cextermination of about 6, OOGsOOO Jows in Eurcpa there is a groat dispari-
ty betwecn the actual numbor of Jcwish aurV1vors in Contral and Fast Eu-
ropean c¢ountries and tho pumbor of Jowish cultural trogsures exigting
- ‘thersc, These treasurcs by far cxcced the present culﬁural needs of the

. pitifully small remants of Buropean Jowrye This is particularly true
of Germany, Austria, and Poland where only abcut 2 or k percent of the
“pre-var Jewish population isi now 11v1ng. To some extent this is- also
truc of Hungary and Rumania.’ - ‘ | .v,p

This annihilation of large Jewish communitieé in Europe has
resulted in a radical transformation of Jowish 1ifc on thnt continent.
Buropc is no longer, and probably will necver bej again, pho center of
Jewish religious mnd cultural activiticss Thisjcenter has shifted to
Polcstine and the United States, Thoac two countries contaln the prin-
cipal institutions of Jewishilesrning and culturo. In ?heso countries
the vast majority of thoso who escaped the thi and Fascist inferno in
Europc havo found rcfuge. . - : '

This is a major factor that ‘should be given primc considcr-
ation in deciding on the final dlsp031tion of thc Jowish cultural treas-
ures now under American control, -~ Thosc trcasurcs were‘former;y‘owncd ;
by individuals, various 1nst1tutions, and Jowish communities. Thc com~
munitics in which thesc trcasurcs were 51tuatod, or vhigh formerly owned
$hcm, moy now be destroyed altogcther or rcduced ‘to. nogﬁlgiblc numbcrs.

‘In no way could librarics orimuscums, if located in thoso comnunitics, per-
form the main task to vhich thcy were formerly dcdicated.~ Therefore,

even. if these communitics have logal title, the] salvagcd Jowish eultural
trcasuros should not bec restored to them. Tho rcstorat%on of Jewish cul-
tural objcets should be determined not merely by prlnclpkss of lcogality

but by broeadcr considerations of. equity, which roquircs that they bo placed
wherce they may best scrve theé purposc for Vhlch;thoy wer 80 diligently ;
.eollceted and so lovingly presurved for gonoratlons‘ o B

Accord1ng1y, gele] suggcst that the folloelng aulcs be appliod
in the restitution of lootcd Jewish cultural prgpcrty in Europe, with
speclal rcforonee to Gormuny, Austria, and Pblagd‘ ‘ : o

{a) Ochcts which unquestlonably wore owned by 1nd1viauals
- should be restored to their former ‘omners or to their
- legal successors upon satisfactory proof of ownorship.

(b} Objects forﬁcrly ooned by & deishiﬁgxnnnity, cspceinlly
in Germany, Austrin or Poland,l shouldibc rcstorcd to the
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t ,
oxtent of its actugl cultural noeds, provided a substen-
tial percgntage of its former Jewish p%pulatlon survives.

(e) objects formcrly cwned by’ Jowzsh philaﬁthropic or
cultural institutions, espcclally in Germany, Austria,
or Poland, should bc restored Yo said institutions upon
satisfactory proof of evidencey in accordanco with thelr
actual phllanmhropic or cultural nocds%

()  All ob30cts not £alling within any of tho foregoing cate-
gories, as well ns thosc which arc onnorless or unclaimed
or the conditions of who se rostitutionkaro not satlsfled,
should be turncd over to the licbrew: Uhavorsity in Jerusalem
and to othor Jewish roligious an& culturnl institutions
upon ond in accordanco with tho rocommgndatlons of the

- Boord of iLdvisors to be established, which Bonrd would be
"guided in 1ts rccommendations by tho rcligious and cule
tural nceds of the Jewish pcople as well 2s.of the survi-
‘vlng vietims of Nazi porsccutlon.

- As. for the attitude of the Polish Govcrnment in. tpe mattcr of rosti—
tution, we have commnicoted with the Central Jowish Committec of
Warsaw, thich is the offielql reprosontative bodylof Polish Jewry,
and in their opinion, no objcetions to tho principles of restitution

- proposod by us ar¢ to bo cxpcctcd from tho Polisb Govcrnmont. '

|
o S |

1

After consultation vlth our constitucncfcs roprcsontlng tho Jou-
rics of about forty countrics in all parts of tho *orld &s well ns with
the Director of the Library of Congress, wc beg to- submit thc following PrO~
posals as to ho~ the forcgoing prlnclplﬂs of rcstitution arc to be offectu-
atod, ‘ o ) . . 5. S %

. H
- 1ls A body should be crcqtod to act aos Trustco for the formor
. o‘-'ncrs of the Jowish cultural trcasurcs and for tho Jo**ish[pcoplc. This
body should consist. martly of memboers appointed by ‘the SHN Coordinating
Committee upon nominasion by the Library of Congross, the K‘vorm Jewish
-Congr;ss, the Committce on Reeovery of Jewish Cultural Propurty, and the
licbren University, and partly of mcmbers uppoin’ccmuroctly by the SﬂN
Coordinsting Committce.. -~ C i

2. /L. Board of Advisors should be appointc@ by éhc Trustce on
recommendantion of the World Jewish Congress: anﬁ thc licbron! Un1v0r31ty in
Jorusalcme This Board is to assist the Trustce in.tho pcrformance of its
tagk and advise it on the conditions and cultural nceds of} the' Jewish com-
munltios in Burope,as wcll as on. the naturc and value of tho looted Jowush
cultural property and on its ultlmatu dispositlonr

E .

3. The Trustce, 3581stod by the Bonrd of Adv1sors, should psccr-
tain what Jowish cultural proporty scized by the Gormana Hns been 1ost des-
troycd, or irrcparably damagods : This property shoulﬂ be rcplaccd by s1milar
obgccts of compnrablc valuc found in German cr “ustrian llbrarios, archivos,
and MUSCUMS o
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4, The ultimate diaposztzon of thls cultural propcrty

» should be mado by the Trusteo in coopcration wlth tnc Board of Adv1sérs, :

In line with the prlnclplas set forth in thls Memorandum,
first consideration in the final dlﬂpOSltlon of thé[Iewish books and
other- cultural treasurcs should be given to the Hebrow University in -

~ Jerusalems.  Bhis University is the highost Jewish 1Jst1tution of loern-
ing in the world rocognizoed and respected everywherf as a great chish
cultural center that has served the necds of iall Israel¢ Both its .
faculty and student body arc drewn from all countrios of Jowish sottle=-
ment, Moroover, it should be remembered that Palestinc gave rofuge in
the years proceding and during the war to aivery lafge number of Jews

- .who managed to cscape the ‘horrors of Nazi Buropos EQpcc the Jenish
cultural treasurcs, if turned over to . thc Hebrew University in Jorusaldm,
would secrve a large propcrtion of former members of the European Jewish
communitios which originally owned than. Finally, itlwould be the most
fitting tributo pnid to the mamory of the millions. of slnughtered Jous
of Burope if this Jowish eultural heritege of meny lands and generations
should be depositod at the Hebrow University in Je sﬁlcm, which is
looked upon by the Jews of the world as a grcat chiéh cultural shrine.
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MEMO . ‘ o
To: The Members of the Office Committee
From: Dr. Federbush :

|
September, 11, »19?6"
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Attached ¥ou wilI.find a sooond mcmorandum éuhmitteé to the

- Department of State on the formation of a corporation for the
rescue of Jewish looted books in Germany. §
This memorandum was drafted after cénsulta%ion with!|propor

officigls of tho Department of State in accordance
advice, o : ' ¢
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Sept ember 6,

MEMO : | | |
To: The Members of the Office Committee j S
'From- Dr. S. Federbush :

Auguist 30, [1946

Hon, John H, Hilldring
Asgsistant Secretary of State
Washington, D.C,

Sir:

i
I

1948

] Pursuant to the conversation of our representatives with members
of your staff, and in view of more accuratec 1nformation rogarding the

contonts of tho Offenbach Archmval Depot, wo take 1iberty of modifying
the proposals set forth in our momorandum of June 18, 1946, relative to

the custody and ultimate dtspomsition of the books and othcr Jewish roli-

gious and cultural objects which ~1e now in or may hereafter come into the
Office of Military Governma § 0f the United States. i

V-

I.: de, who repreaent Jewish commnnzties and organizationa

in ove“ 40 ¢ountries the world over, are forming a membcrshlp corporation

under the lawa of the Statc of Nov York, of which we 1ntend to invite

representativas of the follow1ng organizations to serve as initial memberé.

f &

The Hebrew Uhiversity of Jerusalam

The American Jowish Conference

The American Jawxsh Committeo
 The Amorican Joint Pistribution Gommitteo

|
!
l
j
!

b
5

The Commission on European Jemish Cultural Refonstruction

Provision will be made in its ccrtificate of incorporation and by-laws for
the enlargement of its membership and 1nc1usion of representatives ffom

other bodies. Tho ropresontetive character of thc eorporation g mcmborship

warrants that it will possoss thc moral as wecll as the legal authority

end the human and materiasl rcsourccs necessary for thei

performanco of its

~ statutory functions. . v , Cy

II, VWhen the Gorporation Bhall have been oréan1zod and 1ts

initial membership constituted as above sct forth, thc*gommanding general
of the United Stntes forces in Germany and tho commandbng general of the

'of the United States -
lformcr Jowigh

United Stntes in Austris or other appropriate agonciea
shall transfer to tho Corporation, as trustce for thoix
owncrs gnd for the Joeuish peoplc, all Hebraica and Juda

i

ca and all other

Jowish rcligious nnd cultural objects in the American zonn of occupation,

of whatsocver nature and in vhosoever possnaaion, which!
of the following cntegoricsa

wW3IC B

are includcd in any

%
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Ay ‘Thosc formerly ovned by 1nd1v1dunl

Jewa, or by German or Austrian Jerish commmities

Austri-n philanthroypic or. culturel institutions, !

Gorman or Austrion

1 or by Gﬂrman or

I

Be ‘I’hose vhich me Gormon armi{es or o?hor aogeneies of tho-
‘Germon Relch or tho Nezi party removed (1) from countries to.which the
‘Unitod States 18 not requircd to rcturn them by virtuo of any existing

arrangements to which the United States is a party or {2) from

countries to which the United States is required!

to return them by

virtue of such arrengements if claimed b§ such countries but which are

not claimed by them within a reasonable time.

Ce Those which cannot be mentified .or
either of the Pirst tmo categories. ‘E |

D. 'I'hose which are now owned by or in
_German and Austrian- state,
mainteined libraries, archives, museums end simi]
‘gver and however they were acquired by such. inst

ol

H

mciuded within

{ . .
the possession of

municipal and (other publicly owned or
lar institutions, when= -
l{tutions, except such

as the United States is requireéd by existing intearnatio:ml arransments

to which it is a- party to dispose cf othermae.

Only a small fraction of cultural treaaures noecessary to meet
. the actual needs of the remaining Jeéwish populatitm should be restored
- even to countries w th. whieh there exist restimtion agramﬂm‘ i

due to the smnll number of. Zfewmh survivoirs‘

Among the countrics included in existing restitution agrecsmnta

Czechoslovakia ia a speciol coscs

According to reliable information,

in Thoresicnstedt and in other places in that country, somo ¥ory valuable
and oven rare Jewish religious and cultural objects wore storcd by the

Gormans,

Jews have any logal or moral right to rotain tho?le ob joets,.

roquost thet the Government of the Und tod Statcs;

Necither the Governmont of Czechoslomkia nor Czochoslovakion

Wo urgontly
entor into nogotiations ‘

" with the Gzoohoslovakian Government to the ond that theso objocts shall

bo roturned o the Amcricen Zone of Ochpatim.,}

III.

|- -

\.hcn thc corporation shall hnvo ‘éoon constitutod trustco

" a8 aforosnid, it shall sond o tcehnical mission into tho Amorican Zonm

of Occupation which shall'

A..k

) i

]

Exomno and classify ;Tcwish religious ond culturul

objeets which arc now dn or may hercafter come' into the posscssion of the ‘
office of Military Govommcnt accoraing to thc follcwing schoame:

1.
Austrien Jews, or by German or Austrian :rewish ¢

German or Austrian Jerwish philanthmpic and cult

26 Objeots.which were ranovedgfromxco
United States is not required by arrangemonts to

3s Objects which were removedlv from co
- United States is required by existing arrangenen

Ob joets whieh were formerly owncd by individual Germn or

omunitles, or by
1§1ral instituticms.

qntries to which tle
return them,

\mtries to which the
ta to return them.

ok
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4, Objects which cannot be 1dentifiad or 1ncludedi ' :

, within any of the first three categories. ‘ ;

. B. Endeavor to finﬁ end to assist the Office of |
Military Government in finding Jewish religicus and eultural
odbjgebs of the abovc sorts which have not yot come into, or have
‘been improperly teken from, the possession of mhe Uhited Stntes
‘Forices fqr Germany and Austriae ! ,

Co Ascertain what Hebraiea and Iudaica end what other
Jewish religious or cultural objects arc owned by or in the possessio
of German and Anstrinn state, mnnicipal or other publicly owned
or mointained libraries, archives, museums 'and similer institutiars
in the American Zone of Occupation, regardless lof whenover and how=
ever they were acquired by such institutionS. N

J
De From time to time report ‘the- reSults of its activities
in the performance of the foregoing functions’ to the commanding
generals of the United States forces for Germany ard Austria, or
to their respective agcnts. The uammnnding generals of the United
. States forces 1n Gernany and Austrla will on thoir part'

X Admlt thc Corporation's massion iéto the Amorican
Zone of Occupation, give its members froo aocoss to all places in
which cultural and religious objects are storediend, in goneral,
frocdom of movement throughout the Amorican Zoné of Occupation, and
provide them with quarters, foed, and such clerical and other
aasistance and such transportation and other Pacilities as are |

roasonably necessary: to cnable tham to perform %hoir functicns.

: Yo Seizc and take into ivs- possessiog Jowish rcligious
and cultural objeets included within any of thokabove catogorices,
* which may from time to timec-be discovorcd by thc Corporation 8

miaslon. : 5 i 4 :
' . k P L
Zs Scize and take to their poséessioﬁ all Hebralen,
Judeica and other Jovish religious and cultural|objects which are
owned by or in the possession of Gorman and Austrian state, municipal
and other publicly owned or maintalned librariea, arohives, musoums,

and similar instltutions. |

‘v

v, The Corporatlon, as trustoo of the Jowish religious

 end cultural objocts which shall be transferrod to 1t. shall have

the follcwing pomcrs, dutles and functzons" I

: a. The Corporation may take possessicg of, end romove ,
to any place in or outside Germany, tho Jouish religious and enltu-
"ral objects which arc transforred to it as trushge, atb suoh tinmse or
$ines ond in &uﬁh lﬁtﬁ &8 33 rny deem- advmablv.}T
: f
he - The Gcrparst¢nn ‘ahnld diaposo of auch objnats in

tho ﬁgllawing manacr: - ;

(1) Objects which unquéstionablylﬁere owned by in-
dividuals 'will be restored to their formar owners or to their legal
succcssors upon sgtisfactory proof of ownerahipk

wic B | | 3
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(ii) .Ob jects formorly cwned by

espccially in Germany, Jdustria or Poland, will)
-gxtent of its actunl cultural nceds, proviﬁod 0

a JewiSh dommunity.
be rostored to tho
\| substantial porcont-

~ age of its formor Jowish population survivos.

(111) Objacts formerly ownod by Jewish philanthropie

or cultural institutions, cspocially in Gormany,

Austria or Polend,

will bo rostored to said institutions upon sutiafactory proof of
ovidence, in aocordancc ﬁ.th t heir aotual phllanthropic or oultural

needs.

»i

(iv) 411 objects not fa&ling wi?hxn any of the fore-
. going catogories, as well as those nhich arae owncrless or unclaimed,
or the conditions of whosec. resitution aro not satisfzod, will be
turned over to the Hebroew University in Ierusaﬁam and to other
Jowish rcligious ‘and cultural institutions in the United Statos of
limerica nnd abrond, with tho prov151on that tho Corporation shall
be guided in its rccommcndations by the’ roligious and cultural
noeds of the Jowish p@ople as vell am of tho. ' sTrviving victina of

. Nazi parsecution.

D

i
l

The Gorporation shall have such further porors as are

necessary, appropriatc or- convcnient for the execution of its trust.

E,
Gorporation's trust, the Offico of Military Gov
States ﬁlll‘ - ‘:_{

1. Toke and rctain possession of and

In ordcr to assist ond facilitato

the exccntion of the
“rnmont of tho Tnited
. :

1l - ,
saroguard the Jovish

religious and cultural objecets transferred to t¥0 Corporation as
trustec until, as providod in paragraph Iva above, tho corporntion

shall elcet to take possoasicn thcrcof.

“Re 4Lt tho oxpcnse of thc Trcasury of

) of the German Iaender, pack and transport to poi

% »
the Gorman Recich or
nta within Germany

and Austria such of the Jowish rcligious angd cultural objoects. trans-
ferred to the Gorporation as trustec as whc Corporation shal) allot
- to German or Austrian Jowish comrmnities or institutions, md to the

German or Austrian border such of thesc objects

as the Corporation

shnll eoleet to rcmove fron Bermany or'Adstrtn, as tho case nay bce

3
with such other facilitioa, as may bo necossary
exceute its trust.

S

S
WIc e

1

to enablo it to

[N

Render such othcr serviccs, and provide tho Corporation ]
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70 The Hembers of the Office Commitbes | .
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Pollowing is the oopy ef a Mtzar recoived from tha hssistauk
3@?%&;? of State, wMah m;a interest Joue
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ASGISTANT SECRETARY OF 3TATE
WSINGTOR |

E | Segtember 18,1946

:
H

L

DpsSimon P&&arbnah :
Proarich Tartakover, b
YHorld Jewigh Congress, :
1884 & A
Bew York Gity, Bs.i’w ?axk»

Deay Sirsy

1 have your jos.n’c lmtter of August 80,1048 modifying
your earlier proposals relative to the| custody and ultimate
disposition of Jewlsh religious end mltnral ijms in Gormany
sad tustria. ,

g 1 heve informed meamr}ammx who, by mz:ez» of
iugust 26,1946 made similar progosals jon behalf of the Conmi goion
on Euregeem Jewigh @ultural memm thds Jovernmert io
sympethotie to the objectives of your propesals and bolieves that
they ore generally scopptables In view of the fact that their
emuﬂmrs@s.mammwﬁmm 4on of the US Forees in
Gopmany and sugtria, the Wap 9@@% has been requested to :
forward & synopais of the mpmaln t«o the US Commenders for thoir
detailed amh 1 :

 When repliss arve maiwa 1 shell emicaw with you

ﬁ&w@ww yours,

(sgd) Jelistallaping
ammm Seopetary
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¥r.C.Oberlsnder . R
46 Yoot 81 Streest o
New York Clty,N.Y, R

Dear &.Gbarhn&r: o | | \

‘ . Ia mply to youp latwr of &mmbor 19,
m&v, I regret %0 ssy that we have no|list of
Jewteh property housed at the Pugeum in. Prague.

1 would suggest that you write to the|Couneil
of Jewiah ¢ fties in Bohemds and Hopavie,whose
address you will find below, and. they|will prebebly

' :a able to giw you the infmum m am interested

k- a A : P .

E

Dr. 3. lLttmm "
Damtmnt af Calture & Eénea%

™

« Cal
‘f*rﬁ"“w,mm»w”"

nmmmevam mmmmh obet
Y Zemich Cogkm 8. ﬁemvamnssm RN
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Caltural rro erty in German and;ﬂébrewbhi.vers‘igz" - The |quet
tion heving been raised . again rocently, Urs Federtush suggests

confim that our policy with regard to heirless ‘wlmra.l};prépet_'ﬁy

_ ‘has been and 18 that the Hebrew University in Jerusalem

propertiss, which do not belong to or-are not olaimed by|lex
munities and/or institutions in Europe, the remainder %obe
culturel rehabilitation of surviving Jewish comminities ir
Jowish communities cutside Europes = The JC confirms this|l
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| B May 26 1948 -

TO: Members of ' the Office Committee v ]
Wrom- Dr.Blattberg R : ? 1

Re: Meeting of the Jewish Cult&ral Reconstruction Inc.
: - held on May 18- ,

1. Beeides representatives of the e mber ogganizations, there
participated in -this meeting as guests,}?rof. L,Mayer of the
Hebrew University, Mr.A G.ﬁrotman, and. Mrs.B.Janner, M, P. of
Great Britain. . Lo ' .

|

Prof Baron renorte& that Dr.Starr, the dplegate of the Jewish

Cultural Reconstrucétion to Germany, is sitill in Paris, and . .

would be able to proceed ‘to Germeny onlyj;after the final.

recognition of the Restitution COmmiseion as & successor corpo-.
ration, The act of. recognition might erovide for the creation

of a .subsidlary of the Jewish Restitution Commlssion in Germany

(subject to Germen lsw) but only with regerd to lmmovable

property. It 18 therefore expected that with regard to books .

‘and ‘other cultural treasures, the. JewishpRestitution Commiseion,

or its agency in cultural matters, the Jewish CGultural

Reconstraction,Inc,,will be able to aesume direct charge in

Germeny shortly. (After the meeting word |was recsived to the

‘effect that deslegnation of the J.R.C, asia successor corporation

had alre?dy been approved by the Stete Denertment and General a

Clay advised accordingly ) %

2. Mr.Brotmsn stated that the formetion of 8 ﬁestitution Commiseion
" here had accelereted, to some extent, th& thandling.of the .
restitution problem in the British, Zone. Ancording to information
“that he had received in London only last Week the Foreign
Office was now preparing a dreft law of reetitution which,while
"1t would not go as far as recognizing a Jpwish body es the
successor organization, would nevertheless safeguard Jewish
claims, The Jewish Central Fund in .Grest Britain might,according
to this draft law act in the Britig sh Zone|as an opereting agency.
!

3, According to information received from Mr Starr the first con-

* gignment of books from Czechoslovakis, destined for the Hebrew -
University, and comprising 70 cnses- weighin? about 14 tons,has
arrived in Antwerp,and 1s stored there for the ‘time beling in =
JDC warehousd, will be . transshipped to Pelestine ‘ag.soon es
.conditions permit. If i1t should nrove necessery to keep the
‘books in-Antwerp for a longer time,they mav be sorted out and
eveluated there, Prof.L,iryer. agreed to this at the meeting,
provideﬁ 1t was dome.under the supervision]of experts.

4, epproximetely 100, 000 books. were shinped recently from roland to
'*  Palestine,with the full ronsent of the Polish Government,with
a view to serve primerily the needs:of the! Cheir for the history
\ " of Jews and Jewish culture in Polend to be| established ot the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, The- Polish Government 1s greatly
Vo interested in the establishment of this Chair ,fhich might beeome
\ the nucleusg of & largsr Institute. According to information from .
Lo J«DsCy Quarters, the ‘Polish Government is reedv to establish &n
\ ‘andowment of $600,000 for such an Institute, provided 25% of
this amount will be contributed by the J.Di G.

]
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