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Meeting of the pr9perty experts 
of the World JewiBh CoW.!" American 

Jewish Conference. American Jewish Committee 
and the Jewish Ageng held on October 1. 1946 

Mr. MaX LOllenthal and Rabbi Backman participated. Mr.ltennen presided. 
, ' 

At the start. the re,su1ts of the d1swseion held at Pari8 between Mr. 

Lowenthal and representa.tiveBof the American Jewish Conterenoe, American 

Jewish CommittEl' 8.ridJ.wish AgenoY' were reviewed. 'rhe dhcus8iona oentered, 

on the main flaws of the draft. vizl ' 


(1) ,the Jurisdiotion of Germa.n courts, instead of mixed tribunals; 

(2) the proviao conoerning master!es. properties: their use and constitution 
, of the AgeDoy; , ' 

(3) the use of oommunal propert,.; 

(4) , the defeots in the preswrrption ofoonfiscation in favor of persecutee.; 

(5) the problem of inheritanoe taD.; 

, (6) the proviso of the decree excluding nationalized property and public 
la.w olaims from restitution: 

(7) the proviso that property governed by rent'and s1mllar laws be exempt 
from the applioation of the law; 

(8) the proviso oonoerning matters left for ttttur. 1egis1atioD; 

'(9) provision. of the decree introduoill& ambiguities;, ' ,,' , , Gi? 
(10) problem of z> nal. bizoD8l or quatripartlte law. ({ It was deoided to 

saggest that:, ',' , ' , 

" 'M«l) Speoial tribunals with partioipation of the viotims and oocupiers 
(either in both or the seoond court instanoe only) deCide upon suoh olaims; 

~ (2) Speoial agency designated bY' theM11itary Authorities be vested 
withmaster1eSB properties and Jewish properties be used for rehabllitation and 
resettlement of Jewish viotims; 

AA (3) "Properties of noh-e:x1stlDg communities and foUlldat1ons be vested 
totallT in the &gencl; existing oommunities and foundations obtain a fair part 
of the properties; , 

Ad (4) The, proviso of the previous draft:which 1s very appropriate be restored; 


A4 (5) No inheritance taxes be levied for restitutable properties: 


A,g, (6) The respective provision be eliminated; 


Ad (71-8)The proviso be' deleted; 
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M Cfi) (9) A genera.l clause providing for more detailed criticism be 
ins_ed lJp'en in the cable; 

Ad (10) A law for the U. S.Zone alone be requested. 

After thewordi:ag waS reviewed again. the fiDal text was dispatched to Washi;ngton. 
Mr. LoW.tJt;lthal undertook to discuse the procedure to be followed with Washington 
by phone. It hall been decided thereafter that the .suggestlom worked out be 
transmitted to ])eRn Acheson by wire with the request to forward them tollerlin 



Meetipg of representative! 
at tbe five organizations with 

Rabbi Bernstein and _Mr. wwentha1 
ilPtaeber 30. 194ft 

!be disCtl.ssion referred to the f0110wtDg points:, 

(1) libtpenses involved,1D. comnninications by and to Rabbi :Bernstein; 

(2) The mode of proce4ure tor the, meeting of October 1st; 

(3) 
, 

The proposal of the AJOommitte. to send. Mr. 
' 

Sanf'or Schwarz to Ge~ 
to deal with heirless collmlQJt.8.]. andblocmd properties. No decision was taken. 

(4) Qa.eations to and answers by Rabbi:Bernstein concerniDg the, numbers and 
presentsituat{on of DP's in Ge:rm8:D¥, Austria, Italy, CzechOslovakia and France, 
the possibilitie. of obtaining permissions to some ~op.an countries for ,infl1trees: 
from Poland, the limite of admission to the AMerican Zone etc. Dr.' Xubow1tzki 
gave a briefS\U"Vey of his actiVities regarding the a&ni,ss1on of infiltreea to 
:Be1gti21l. Sweden, 7rance and Demnark. ' , 

. ,(5) DisCtl.S8ion concerning Jewish propertias in Germa~. Mr. Iiowenthal 
reported on the progress of the restitution law. I,n view of the1mm1nent , Sllb­
mission of the dJ:oaft to the Property Disposition Board and subsequently to 
Gen. 01&7, it was decided that experts of the five organ1zat~ons me,et the next 
dq with Mr • LoWenthal to a,raft a cab,1e to the State Department embodying the 
main objections against the draft'. wi th full power to decide on the, wording. 
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Melt1!C 2t 'hI five Rr~;at1on. 
hald on Ootpber 22. 1946 

The discussions oentered ab9Ut the reluctance of the tGCto act ill implementing 

the ~~e:nt8 on the share of reparations for Bad Victimsl the forthCpmlug discussions 
'.,::.:~.~;/:' \ , .', , " '. . 

on 0. Ge~~ treaty and, .... the maia point - the oomposltion of the age~oy which sllal.l be 

proP()Bed,~orthe Americaa Zona in Germarq to administer and dispose of J~wlsh .mnstel'lass 

propertl~:s. 

Two. opinions were presentedl (a) the Agency should be. an international, Viz. 
. ., . . 

. . . 

the no. au' was .deoided 1n Pa:ris la regard to ltu.Dgary and 'Romanla; .(b) eo Jewlah 
':": . ' 

appolatSd."bt the military aut~rlties upon nomtll&tlon by Jeidsh organisations pOsseBsiDg , 

an OffiCial.' status. No deolsion was taken on thil pobt. It was deolded to postpone 

the 4eoll1.on until the attitude of th8 military authorltle. in Germany toward OUl' 
" '.I" " 

generaldeDumds on the reatiw.t1on law betlome knOwn. 

A aecoild meetlDgwtll ta.keplaoe on FridAY', OotobeJ" 25. 

WJ C. c &.-'10 
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LExington 2-5200 

Jewish· Restitution Successor Organization 

270 MADISON AVENUE 


New York 16, N. Y. 


December 27. 1949 

MEMORANroM 

From: Eli Rock,· Secretary 

. To:. Executive Committee, JRSO 

The ]3Ol:ird of Directors and the Advl~ory Committee of Je\dsh Cul­
tural Reconstruction, Inc~ have recently voted to make the :following • 
additional allocations to the Hebrew University (see attached schadule). 

a) Kirchheim Collection 

b) 2,800 volumes which the Hebrew University has selected out 
of the Breslau Collection of 11,273 volumes presently in the posse.ssion 
of JCR. ~ 

Unle!39 we hear frl"lm you to the" contrf\ry,reaS$U1I1e that this 

recommendation from JCH is satisfactory. 


Eli Rock 

ER:AU 
Ene. 

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 
AMERICAN }l;WISH COMMITTEE AGUDAS ISRAEL WOlU.D OIlGANlZAnON WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS COUNCIL FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF }l;WS FROM GERMANY BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRInSJJ· JEWS CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE OF LIBERATED JEWS IN GERMANY CONSEIl. JlEPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE CENTRAL BRITISH FUND 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. mc. • JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRucnON. INC. 


INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISHAELlTISCHER XULTUSGEMEJNDEN IN THE U. S. ZONE OF GERMANY ANGLO-}l;WISH ASSOCIATION 


----------------------------------OPERATING AGENTS--~------------------------~--_ 
. JEWISH. AGENCY FOR PALESTINE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTlIlBVTION COMMITTEE, INC. • JEWISH Ci1LTURAL RECONSTRUcn01!! INC. 

~4f10 WJ C C.:L-'10 



JCR 

KIRCHHEIM COLLECTION 

Main S~bject Di~isions 

Bible (text) 

Biblical literature 

Talmud 

Talmudic literature 

Halakha· 


... Musar, Derush 
.Liturgy 
History 

. Hebrev Language . 

Modern Hebrew literature 

Philosophy and Kabbala 

Varia . 


Total 

Bible (text) 
Biblical literature 
Religion 
Post...:Siblical literature 
History 
Hebrew language 
Bibliography 
Varia 
Periodicals 

Total 

Grand Total 

No.vember 4, 1949 

36 .voll..lllles 
64· 
26 


103 

231 


75 

40 

25 

23 

40 

33 


..142­
845 volumes 

11 volumes 
70 
44 
55 

117 

25 

20 

88 


-l2 
465 volumes 

l5~ volumes 

116788 
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BRESLAU COLLEX;TION 

(main subject divisions) 

Bible (texts) 128 vola. 


Bible (texts) with commentary 10~5 


Bible commentaries 433 


Hishna 382 


Talmud (Babil.) 1109 


Talmud (Jerusal.) 50 


Talmud commentaries. 478 


Midrash 285 


RIF 64 


Halacha 1544 


Turim plus Shulchan Aruch (caro) 197 


F.AMBAM 82 


i'4usar, Derush 511 

,,< 

Liturgy ~97 


Modern Hebrew Lit. 509 


Judaica (German) 262 


Judaica '(non German) 129 


Yiddish 77 


Varia 1572 


Periodicals (Jewish) 720 


(non-Jewish) 102 


Non~Jewish books 1317 


11,273 vola. 
; r .:. 

II 



Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

270 MADISON A VENUE 


New York 16, N. Y. 


:December 2?, 1949 

MEHORANDUM 

From: Eli Rock. Secreta.ry 

To: Executive Committee. JR",O 

'fe are sendIng you attached a self-explanatory letter which 

we have just received from Mr. Ferencz and. which will be presented 

to the JRg) E.xecuti va Commitotee within tha near future. 

Eli. Rosk 

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE JI.GUDAS ISRAEL WOHL!) ORGANIZATION WORLD JEWiSH CONGRESS COT»TCIL FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND· INTERESTS .OF JEWS FROM GERMANY BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE OF UBERATED JEWS IN GERMANY CONSEIL REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE CENTRAL BRITISH FUND 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. • JEWISH CU!.TURAL RECONSTRUCTION. INC. 


INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEIHDEN IN THE U. S. ZONE. OF GERMAlIY ANGLO-IEWISH ASSOCIATION 


______________________~----------OPERATING AGENTS--~-----------------------------­
I . 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTlUBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. • JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTIOH. INC• 
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llE.A,DQ,UARTEES 

JEYlISH RB~TlTUT'ION StJCCE$~R ORGANIZATION 
1d=Q f:I:)'6,a U.S.ARMY 

Mr. Eli Rock 

Jew! sh Re stitutj;on 

270 Madison Avenue 

New York 16~ N.y'" Hq. 'JIl80 N.Y~ Letter #272 


" . 
~~..~---~~~~---~--~------­

Dear Eli, 

Y01+r l,e'tt'er No. )066 r,efe rr1ngto O,urNovember qQnference i1'. Pa,r1$ ': 
again rail:;es, thE':} ba,.sic problem of bulk settlernellt. On the basis of the initial 
comparisolla,.ndeliIDinati,')n pf claims fi·ledby individ'llals it 113 our present be­
lief that tB,ere 1'1re about 10.000 houses and 15,000 plots of land for which the 
JRSO is the s()le c1aimap:t. W'ehave not tabulated our claims for businessel:/. 
bank; accounts, or movab:LE;! items, since we believe that real estate represellts our 
really basic asset aruiw~ are- g~ving that top priority. . 

As of·ten indicated there call, be nofai'r estima.·te of the va;I.ue of these 
claims until saoh :f1;ie conta-1nst;.:h,e origiml contract of sa.le and other signi....; 
ficant docllmellts. and a determiMt10n has been made concerning the present con­

. dition of ,the property. en~b-r"tIlces, and ability or willingness of the re~titu­
'tor to_ t>a3, If speculation, is demanded, we still think in terms of 50 to 100 
million maTl~s. 

It ~s :~n'lWSS~ble ,to say hO'l1f m~ch property we will recover in the near 
future. Up tp ri.Qwwe ,have been trying to . settle for c~sh ratnerthaI.l.: resUtu.,. 

, tion in na;tur,a,'. s;i,!'lce.therestitutors are' ({lore apt to ,give usmo~E3;y. tPaJ): ,Pro.,. . 
'perty. our sal.es. ar~ limi;tecl by pr.ice control, a P\lrc;has(3'r must Pf:l¥ a '!i>a1el ,~. t,ax 
of 7!%' which would decte.<.l.se ourpric,e, and theres'titu.tor: has a special :interest 
in keeping the propert.y£or which We m~ get an ad,;ded, Pric€) ,f:r,01l111,:l1ll. 

[,hi~re are about5pO bouses which the Stnte of.Ba.vap:!~ as ·the 'l:lbld,er of 
Reich properties must restitute to the JR80. In addi tiontl!:e;re are:;tbqut 3·,500 '. 
ploteo! land. Almost two months ago Mr. Ringelmann representing the BavEi,rian 
Ministry of Finance. stated that he wanted to buy those prop:,rties .fralllthe J:l1.sO. 
rather than resH tuting them. We have not yet appraised each of the four thou­
sand pieces, since Ringelmann "VIas prepai'ed to have that done at German expense in 
a manner to be agreed upon. However, it is our belief tha.t these 4,000 proper­
ties which include ruins, mortgl3.ged. houses and smallbi ts of garden are worth 
at least three million marks. In addition, Dr. Rin~elmann indicated a willing­
ness to buy from the JRSO aIW other properties which we might have restituted 
from German individuals. In Bavarit'\. there inay be an additional three and a 
half' thousand houses and several thousand pieces of It'\.nd. A third possibili ty 
would be to have him buy all of our cl,llims, even before the propE:frty is resti ­
tute'!. or the Case settled~ 

I thi*. the three possibilities must be examined separately: 

http:decte.<.l.se
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a.. The cash settlement with Bavari~ for the~OOO properties which they 
must restitute or buy. ­
Here Bavpria 'oiOuld be llcting in the s~me NIrL"ler as any indivj du~ restitutor. 
except th~t the number or properties involved, is much greater. I do not think 
th~t the settlement of this ncase" req'q.ires I'!lly approval from New York, but in 
any event I strongly recommend such a set tllement with Bavaria as highly advan­
tl'!geous. 

b. The 9'l16 to' B::l.vl;l.ria of proprties restituted by individual .resti tu tors. 
This would me~ tha.t we would have a. buyer for a.ny property we had 'to t9ke baCk 
from a German restitutor. The presence of such a buyer would be a strong weapon 
for us in our negotiations with the restitutor and would also be,advl'lntngeous 
in thqt, we 1I1ould not have to be concerned "bout property .!3.droinistra'tion for a. 
long term•. If Ba.vari-'l is prepa.red to purchase our properties at a. fair price as 
we -'acquired them,! would recommend that we sell to Bavaria. 

c. The purcha.se by La.nd ~avaria of all our claims against Bavarian ci ­
ti zens. - This wouldmeqn th"lt we would '3-ssign our claims to Bf:waria and that 
Bav'lriacould. then, in the course of the next fe'l;l years or so settle the matter 
1,11 th its own ci tizens. The obvious advantage to the JRsa would, be ,thf't we could. 
quickly dispose of a. Ifl.rge portion of our program and, if thesame arrangement 
could be reiotched. ,in the otherL::tender. the JR80 could dissolve itself in about a 
ye'lr. .ti.ny of the three settlements suggested 'lbove would have to be contingent, 
upon the right of theJIlliO to spend the money in, Germany for ,commodities which 
could be exported. The 19.1llOunt to be received for ch.ims would ha.ve to be, nego­
tiated ~nd ~ substanti~ldiscount given ,for the risks which the JR80 ~rould other­
wise e·ritail in l1. court progr"!)D. ' ' 

The l'l.st possibility is the most 'lttr'lctive 'Uld ye t, in my opinion. the 

most d~erous. 


If it should be gener!llly known to the Germl');n rest! tutorl3 tlht the Germa.n 
L"lender ~r0 considering buying the l1.sdgnment of J::RSO clJ'l.ims, they would be most 
unwi se to settle .!3.IXY C!;lse wi th the JR80, since they· mAY f"l.lrly expect, e"lsier 

. terms for themselves when they de~l "d th their own Government. "Ie alre::l.dy are 
f"iced,\o'ith the rising danger of!'\ u1!Tr:l.it-'lnd-'S6e" :<J.ttitutde a.nd should our nego­
tiations for bulk'lssignment of claims be publicized and then f'lll, it is ~ 
opinion th:"'.t \'le ",i11 , hav,e sustftined tremendous da.m'lge. I do not trust the Ger­
mn.n officiah. ::Llld am not convinced th~t this da.m::1ge to the JRSO is not their 
re'll objective~ The conduct of Dr. Ringel~nn thus far gives strength to ~ 
fear. I ~lso am of the opinion th~t, unless the 8t::tte of D~vari'l is prepared 
to settle in one lump sum nIl the ca.ses. where Bq,vf:l.rirt "lp:pell.rs 'ls rest! tutor 
(see a.. llbove), they ....rill not seriously be pre})l\red to mfl.ke a. del'll wi til the 
JRSO under b.orc.. I therefore caution a.gainst having opened negotiations 
under c. until a.. is successfullconcluded. 

It is my recommendationthnt we try to conclude a. as quickly as possible. 
with B'wari::l fi ret ::mdthen 'IIi th, the other Laender. At the same time we should 
try, to get a commitment 'from the Lllender on b •• If we oon r:l.rrl'lnge it, I think, 

... ., r, "I --, l 
,; J..' h' I, •

.L '- j ,.) . 
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it would be preferable to have c. proposed:by the High Commissioner, since that 
would decreo.sethe d::tnger of having the Germans play ganes with the JR60~ If 
Mr. McCloy wnlild propose it,the Germanofficin.ls woUld know tlk'lt a rejection by 
them will menn increased pressure by the Occupation Authorities under their . 
reserved powers to force the Gt-~rmans to carrY out the full letter f;l.nd spirit of 
the Restitution Law. It was our strategy here to approtl.oh the problem through' 
the High Commissioner- t.1tthe appropriqte time. In my opinion the most appro­
priate time wUl be, when the High Commissioner and his top a9.visers have a full. 
understanding of the scope Md problems involved in th(3 restitution program which 
they have undert9ken.Tb,e CMnge over from Military Government to HICOG has 
postponed this unde.rstahding, but it is r~pidly approaching. We have made pr~ 
limin!llj" studies for EICOG to shoW them the scopeo£ the progrr;un and their own 
investiga.tions are now being completedwi.th the vie...., to hqving a st<:\.terent issued 
by Mr. McCloy giving them deadlines for the carT"Jing out of LaW 59. When the 
German official s complain tlk'lt the <:\.dmini strative ourdehs of quickly carrying 
out the law flreunbearable(as they may well be), that, in my opinion, is the 
correct moment for Mr. McC],oy to come forward. and' urge them to reach a settle­
ment on the OasiS of c. a.bove. 

. You will notice from the (garbled)Pai"is minutes tlv~t we ha.d 130m dis-. 
cussion on this (see page 18 anq. 19 of the me e ting of l~bvember 11th) f and !IV 
view as expressed qbove was not sMred by the other perst:)ns present. They did. 
not see any particulardqnger in beginning- our di scussions Yli th the possible . 
s!!tle of clair'ls and perhaps l'!\Y proximity totlle sceJ.'lemA.g!1ifi6a the problems.. in 
I'l.~ event, the question is of such parqJJl(')unt i~ortance that responsiOi.li ty for 
the technique to be I'l.pplied should ba sh"1.red by the persoIls nutside of Nurnberg. 

I have npt gone into the mor"!.l aspects of ~ssigning heirlesscla.iros to 
the German Stat'S at a discount rritenor ,to the effect which this would have on 
the claims filed by indlvldu"lls. :If we ~:re determin,ed to finish the JRSO pro­
gram in theminiIDUlll possible time, the\?e considera.tions must become secondary. 

to 
to 

look 
jump, 

Thus <far we have 
carefully before 

we a.re .prepared 

not plunged into anything and Mve 
we leap. Hoy/ever, if someone will 
to do so.; < 

considered it wise 
tell us which 'Vlay 

Sincerely yours, 

BENJAMIN B. FERElm.z 

'NJ c Cd-'1{) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Notes on Meeting *49-13 of the Four 

Organizations held on Monday, December 19th, at 12:45 P.M. at the 


JDC Office 


Present r Jewish Agency for Palestine Mr.' Maurice M. Boukstein 
I 

American JE,;wishCommittee Dr. Eugene Heve si 

World Jewish Congress Dr. Nehemiah ,Robinson 

Joint Distribution Commi ttee Mr. Eli Rock 

, ' 

The frillot'1ing items \vere di scussedat the meeting. 

1) Swiss Heirless l'rDperty $i tu,'l tion. l'r. Robinson reported on his vi s1 t 
to the State Department last week with Sy Rubin and the steps I3.greed upon at that 
time. Dr. Hevesi reported to have just been informed by Rubin that the U.S" 
Minister ,in Switzerla,nd wast tog(3th8r with the IROtalready taking up the question 
of the SWiss-Polish accord with the S\dss authori ties.. In addition, ,there is some 
indication tha~, the British are considering enti"ring a protest to the sWiss ,on 
this score. 'At the same time, there Was no indic~tion as to whether Mr. Rubin 
had made peraonal contact with the Swiss Legation in Washington ,along the lines" 
agreed upon last week. ' It Was agreed that this should be checked with r~r. Rubin 
via a phone call.' 

2) EgUr~lizationof Burdens. The question, of a further approach to the 
state Department and to the High Commissi,oner on thi s que stion was di scussed• .I t 
"'as felt that the situnt,ion definitely cl!l.lled for a strong protest both to l'lash­
ingtonand .to McClOy within the fiG,ar fu:ture~, particu19,rly in view of the recent 
action of the Germans suspending application of the Equali zation of Burdens taxes 
for 8wiss-o"lned property in Germl'U'lY. The procedure 'lgreed upon WI;lS that Dr. 
RobinlSlon and Mr. Eo ck "'ould draft a. communication sumrnari zing the whole back­
ground of the problem I'l.nd requesting :::tction..After "l.pproval by the four organiza­
tions and signature by the heads of the orgMizations,. the communiclltion would 
be ient in and wot+ld be followed by I'l. visi t of :::t dele.,!;qtionfrom the Je",ish or,:", 
gani z:::ttions, to' include Harry Greenstein and sever:::tl of the hel\ds of the organi­
zations. In addition to the s:\bove steps, it 'ilTf.l.S .Illgreed thl3. t the overseas repre­
sentatives of the orgllnizl'i.tions would be instructed to approp..ch both the British 
and the French governments with the request that they too make e.pproaches regard­
ing exemption of persecutee-owned property from the Equaliza,tionof Burdens· Law. 

. . . . . 

3) Resti tution Progr"llU Generl3.il;'i' There wa!'; a di3cussion concerning 
the recent developnents in Germany on this score,· particuh.rly the introduction 
of a bill in the West German Parliament proposing"temporr'.ry" suspension of all 
the restitution l:::tws pending preparlJ.tionof a 'uniform l:::tw. Th,;:re· 1119.9 also con­
siderable discussion regqrding the slow pf:l.ce qt "rhich the whole restitutionpro~ 
gra.m in the U.S. Zone of Gerrn':"'.rlY is proceedingo B-"lsed on these and other factors, 
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it w~~ felt th~t re~l dangers were 'forming in the way of nn effective restitution 
program. The. group p..greed ",i th Mr. Ferencz's recent suggest ion to McCloy's Legal 
Adviser, Mr. McCl.ninc. that a :~trong reaffirJn!:l.tion of resti tution principles by 
McCloy'is called tor• .qnd the c"nsensus of the group w~s that.a strong communica­
tion should be sent from the four org.qnizations simultA.neously to McCloy and 
Acheson, expressing deep concern over these recent develbpJrents and also request.;; 
ing t'hat steps be t'lken to speed up impl~ment::\tion fl..nd tn'tt a public st"l.tement. by 
McCloy be issued. It W.qS J.1.lso ngreed. however, th!\t a letter should first be 
addressed to Ferencz, outlining the type of protest contemphlted A.nd request ing 
his comments. It W1:'l.S agreed tMt Mr. Rock would unitertSl.ke to draft the proposed 
letter to Acheson and McCloy. 

4)·Propos'3.1 re ~ Je",ish Adviser (German) to, the new W'?st German Govern-. 
ment. Dr. Robinson reported thry.t 1:'1. meeting of the German Gemeinden in the U.S.' 
~dFrench Zoneshl':'Ld recently been held at S~uttgart ::\nd that this meeting had 
voted unanimously to oppose the crel'l.tir).n of r:t J~wish Advi.serl s office. The 
meeting had further tlgreed th:,.t an;y que c;tions reg::l.rding the Jews ,in \1estern Ger­
~n;y should be t~en up directly with the Gemeindenthemselves nnd thnt it Was 
nei ther necessary nOr desirable to ha.ve .q ~eP'l.rn.teJewish Adviser in the German 
Government. It "T~S the c'1nsensu9 of the group that the a.pproachof the Gemeinden 
meri ted serir)U9 consider.qtion but that· in an;y event no action should be taken by 
the organizations in this .country until A. current rerart was received from Ger­
m~n;y regarding the proposed office. Mr. Rock wns therefore requested to 00.11 
M:'1.jor Hym~n, in the name of the four org"l.nizations, ~nd to flscert''l.in whether' 
there was still :,. real possibilitjr th:,.t an Adviser's Office \'lOuld be set up by' 
the Germans and "lhether Auerbach ''las still being considered fbr the office. In 
the event th8.t such possibilities do exist, the four org9.riiz f1.til)ns wquld"",gain 
meet and decide upon a d.efini te approach regarding. the problem. 

S) Roumflnian-.riu:r:4:?;~rirl.n Assets in the U.$. Th<.::re W!')'s some discussion re­
.	garding the recent propositI in i'lfxshington to the effect that Roul'lllluian and Hunga­
ri1:'l.n property in the U.::i. be taken over, under the treuties lIri.th those countries, 
for the pur!Dse of compensl'\ting U .::i. Claimants. Althflugh it is clear under thi s 
proposal as well as under ~he treaties that persecutee propf:'Jrty may not thus be 
appropria.ted, Dr. Robin<3on pointed out th'lt there. is no provision in this connec"':' 
tion regardiIl;'?; heirleSl;; or unclaimed persecutee property. In other words, accord­
ing to the present procedure. persecutee proj:erty is only recogni zed as such 
where a ch.im for. the property h.qs been filed by the persecutee owner or his 
~eirs. It Was agreed by the meeting that prec1'tutiflns should be taken at· once to 
insure that heirless and unclaimed proPerty is not used to comj:ensate individual 
chirM.nts, ;;1.nd Mr. Rock and Dr. Revesi were requested to contllct Mr.. Rubin at 
once on the rna tter. 

* * *- * ... 
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INSTITUTE OF JEWISH AFFAIRS 


Information Seri.es 


# 3 New York, November 11, 1948 


War crimes and denazifioation in the U.S. Zone of GermanI 

A•. Sentence~ imposed on war criminals , 

According~o a re1El'ase bi 
, 

the Department of the Army, 
. 

dated: October.. 6, . 

. . ~~~~~~~'te .' .. 


. 1948, a total of 1,672 ~ was impesed en War crim1na1., among them 

. . •o.D-R ;.l ~ :t::tci. . 


· 256 aCquitta1.'A~ a total of 1416 persons were found guilty. Of these 


1416 sentenoes, 1,090 were ~Qon review; a8 OP1g1nallysdJu 4.@ed, 69 

were ~Y.4,and 255 sentences were red~oedl. (Dne of the defendants. 
-

died in pr1son and one was extradited to Poland• 
.~ 

The sentences _leu tO~450gases. In all these cases the OOUlR! 
#. ..:*I.id. 0' .1) 14k 

imposed 426 death sentences, 199 1ifeAsentences, 1 sentence of'35 years, 

· 10 sentences of 30 years, 21. sentences of 25 years, 62 sentences of. 20 . 

· :years,· 2 sentences of 18 years, :'40 sentences of 15 years, '80 .sentences of 

. 10 yea.rs, 68 sentences of 5 years, 78 sentences of 3 years, 125 sentences 

of 2 years, 59 senti\§ces of 11/2 year, 31 sentences of one year, and 

smaller numbers of sentences banging from 2 months to 17 years. 

M.Sx.fxSB.xE2&xiaB%kxa&RS."B.x2i~XRBZBx . 

All 256 cases of acquittal sy =Qurtwere approved. 


'Ottt' 6f the 426 death sentences 299' were ~~~::a., 10 were ~ed:1 
~ .....>•... 

99 were reduced to lite sSRte&ee and the rest to ~aplcue prison ·terms . 

ranging trom 5 to 30 years. 
., 

"'" 
~ .... : 1 

The courts also imposed 199 life ~sentences. ~ ~f this number.... 139 
~~ . ~. ..uc>4dJ"'U ~,.!i:J:g..t ~ . 

were ~ and 13 d~sapp~eMeQ. The rest ... reduced to as low as 2 years. 

(2 cases) and as high as 30 years (2 cases). 
.~ ~.~ 

In~cases where the courts 1mposed 1~W8F than life Isentense.s tfte.f / 
" ' i i~ ~t.:rn.~ 

~were .. Qn:::Ee":~~.~,ln most cases app~ollecl.For instance, o.t of 62 sentences 



r .,~ - 2 ... 
~J. 

~.of 20 years15l .aee approved; ~ of 40 sentences of 15 years, 34; 
.. .....~ 

. of 80 sentences of 10 years, 57; eat of 68 sentences of 5 years,· 50; 

and ~ of 78 sentences of 3 years, 69. 

B. Denazification statistics . 

The total number of persons who registered under the Denazificat1'on 

law at the e; of July" 1948 ,'lias 12.893,000. Q\t"t ~f th1s total 9, 5ll,do~ 

or 73.8%)were not chargeable cases, and 3~382,000.J or 26.2%) chargeable. ; 

Of· the 3,382,000 cases ,.)3,336,000 were completed~l~aving only 

46,000 to be completed, 37,,000 by tri!1l and the rest by the expediting', 

process. 

Of the 3,336,000 completed cases" 2.,435,000 were amnest1ed and 

901,000 (OP:t:..~·~t.,. 900,8(2) tried. A~ according to .the 

findings tof the tribunals gives the following picture: 

Major off·enders 1,350

Offenders: 19,618 

Lesser ,offenders 99,563 

Followers., 461,656 

Persons'exonerated .. 16,432 

'Amnestied "and 302,183
proceedings quashed 

The sanctions imposed by the denazification tribunals (as of July,' 

31, 1948)· range from f1nes of less than ~ to 10 years of labor " 
!o;, 

ctmPs•. A breakdown according to the sanctions reveals the following 

. punishments: 

Sentenced to Labo~ Camps 8,703 

Less than 1 Year 3,226

1 to less than 5 Years 5,055 

5 to 10 Years 422 


F1ned, 546,681 

~,Slit~haI3n~ 471,102 
(.1, OOO~ or more 75,759 

Ine11gible to Hold Pub11c Off1ce 20,658 

, ~e8irlct~d· 1ft lCmPi6{meftl 117,077 


en enoe to Spec a La or 

, bUt not Imprisoned 29,102 


, SupJect yO conflsoaiion of 

. Proper y 23,425 


. • - , ,I 
~ ~' .. .. . 

i 
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September~ 1946 

I.. REPARATIONS 

A reasone~ total'of .. the reparations claims of all. the 
Allied nations against GeJ:"lJlflllY is in the neighborhood of 1,000 
billion doUars. .This figure may not be far from the actual, 
andaccumuJ.a.tive total at the d.emages sustained byH1t~erts, 

, Victims, but the conferees at the Potsdam Conference., with an 
eye, to the real!ties of Germany's potential ab111ty ~o pay and 
reductiOn of her war potential rather, tbanthe astonam1calfacts 
of the bill,' apparently agreed upon the sum of about 20 biJ.;L1on, 
dollars. . . 

. One of the present.day ironies of the ,entire reparations ~, 
question 1s that after the Allies carted off in recent months f' 
an estimated 3 billion dollars in industrial ine~t:1ons'· 'frqm . 
Germa.nY, the 'Oidted' States and Great Britain ,are· now far mOre' 

, preocc\q)1ed with the means of getting Germaneconom;y back ;into 
"f 

working condition and deoreasing the· high ,costs of oocupation ,: . ,'.' 
than they are'with the issue of reparations. . '" 

",:,' 
< •, , 

It was not until sODie 13 months a:f'ter VE-Day that the .... 
Allies f:l ria,' ,y . earmarked any fraction of repu8t1ons~orJew1,sh
claims.' " ," . , ... 

i . 
',~ ", .. 

.:,.! . I ." The' ~j..~~alind1cation that;Ph~,Allied poWers migh:t'. <, ,,, : .... 
. . ;·recoSnlze.Jew1sh claims to reparations was ,the a'greement ,for~h" 
. coming ·t)'om:the.Paris Reparations Conference. In ~hat Agree'; .' , . 

mant, Part. I:., Article 8:, provides that Viotims at ,Nazism. who ! 

are e1ther· ~fugees from Ger.ma:ny ,and Austria" or are German. 8l)d . 
Austrian nat:1onals who desire to emigrate, or whofallln:tlie·._ ' .. 

.1' • category of :viotims ofconcentrationca.m;ps, ,should ~eceivea . , 
'i' sum "not exceeding 25 million dollars from the proceeds of'. 

I • 

,'" ;'
. German' assets··in neutral countries," ,the· proceeds' trom non-. , 

'monetary gold found on· Ger.man territory (tooth-fil.l1ngs,· . . 
wedding-r1rtas, and the llke looted trom Jews, dead andallve),: 
and the "unclJUmed refugee' estates" in neutral countrles; the , 
two last items have nO relation to German reparations at alL 

. Theaareementavoided specific mention of Jew~, and made , 
it plain that this provision was beyond the scope of reparations, 
inaofaras: the parties to the agreement were concerned; as , 
suggested in the foregoing, the sum. is intended chiefly for re­
habil1tation and resettlement. of refugees and unrepatriable 
Victims of German milltarism and barbarlty who might, incidental" 

~, . 
ly, happen to be Jews. 

On June 14 of this year, an agreement was worked out by 
the governments of the United states; Britain, France, Czecho­
slo.vak1a,and YusPs!avia in cooperation with the InterMGOvern­
mental Committee of Refugees t. According to this agreement, 

'-1­

,. t· .. ' 
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the Sum of $25,000,000 is to be made available by the Allies as 
an advance on the liquidation of German assets in neutral 
countries for nonrepatriable victims of German action, nir..o;" 
tenths ($22,500,000) of which would be used "for the rehabili­
tatiOn and resottlement of Jewish victims of Nazism. 11 In 
a~dition, the agreement allotted ~ Of the non-monetary gold 
and 9110 of the unclaimed refugee estates for Jewish recompensa ... 
tian. . 

The Inter-Governmental· Comm.1ttee on Refugees, . or its 
successor body, .is to act as trustee for the sums allocated 
which may be expected to be more than $30,000,000. This sum 
has not as Yet been definitely earmarked because the proceeds 
of the· German assets, non-monetary gold and the heirless funds· 
are not yet available i moreover, Jewish organizations have riot 
yet submitted npracticable" plana and they have not yet been 
approved by the Inter-Governmental Committee on Refugees. 

. .' . " 

These£unds
'. 

are to be used ultimately for the resettlement 
" 

of Jews who do not wish to retUrn to their respective homelands, 
and the agreement provides that aside fram "exceptional cir­
cumstances," the cost of the resettlement program. must not ex­
ceed $1,000 for each adult and $2,500 for each child under the 
age of 12. 

To get an in-focus view of the situation, it is necessary 
to keep in mind that reputable economists have estimated. that 
European Jewry lost, 1n a variety of properties and other 
ma.teri~ possessions, a total of 8 billion dollars .as a con­
sequence of NaZi direct and indirectdepredationa, without even 
counting other damage such as the enormous losses iOflife, limb, 
and health. But because the Jewish people have no recognized\ 
international status and no 1nte~tionally recognized agency, 
the bland assumption is that they are not entitled to repara. 
tiona on an equal foot1ng with other victims ofGer.D!SlJY, inso­
far as the losses are not recoverable otherwise • 

. It is obvious that this sum of· about $30,000,000 is in­
adequate when com;pared to the actual losses and the present.· 
needs of the Jewish people. And until recently, of that sum 

. there 1'mS only an amount of reportedly $5,000,000, in non- ... 
monetary gold, that was readily available. Since then, however, 
the Swiss have agreed to make available the sum of $11, 000,000 . 
to be allocated from the ·50..50 division of the proceeds from 
the liquidation of German assets in Switzerland, and the Swedes 
have assented to pay the rest of $14,000,000.· . 

German assets in lB.tin American countries are~hisher than 
are German obligations, but here the situation is complicated 
by prOVisions of the Act of Chapultapec and the necessity that 
the United states negotiate an agreement under which those 
nations would be permitted to satisfy their own nationals before 
they pay anything into a common pool of German assets abroad. 
Thus far, the only condition that Uesh1ngton has advanced, in 
this case, is that the Latin American cOUlltries guarantee the 
ultimate liquidation of these German assets. 

-2­
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Another major difficulty in the way of recovering German 

assets abroad is, that nobody definitely knows what is German­

owned property and consequently, howe,reat these assets are. A 

iarge part of it is cloaked as .the ostensible property of 

nationals of neutral countries. That these possessors of ' 

German-owned property have a vested interest ,in their holdings' 

aDd are not llkely to relinquish them without a I long and costly 

fight is a certainty. 


The main means of recovering the losses of European Jewry 

isappa.:rently restitution of Jewish property in the various 

EUropean coUntries, as well as compensation for losses and the 

pay.mant of war damages by the several nations. 


'II. RESTIT'OTION 

vr.h1le the reparations question for Jews and,non-Jews 

alike is, complicated to the point of hopelessness, and chiefly 

for economic and international political reasons, the problem 

of restitution has been ov~rshadowed from the ve:ry 'beginnins 

by internal polltical, considerations." " 


It ,would be unfair not to recognize at the outset that 
the entire process of restitution constitutes a tremendously 
complicated problem in war~devastated Europe. Any such pro­
cedure is certain to be unpopular because of the great losses 
large parts of the popu18tion have suffered as a consequence 
of the,war and occupation and the inability of most European' 
govermnents to indemnify war damages fully. This has been ' 
recognized by the Allied powers from the start. It is signi­
ficant that, ,the arm:lstice' treaties with Eu,ngary, :Bulgaria, 
Ru:man1a, and other nations did not refer to the problem at all. 
The eagel'1less with which the American Military Government has 

'been handing over the restoration of rights and properties to 
Gsrman and Austrian authorities can be explained, .in part at 
least, by the fear which seems to overwhelm anyone who besins 
to tackle the problem and its implications. ' " 

The first sign of good or, ill will on the part' of govern~ 
ments today is the manner in which they handle property which ;); 
was confiscated by the former regimes or was robbed by Fascist ' 
()rgardzations. This usually 1s easy to return and, indeed, is 
being rest()red in most countries. The first obstacle on the 
road to restitution usuallY appears when it COIneS t() property 
which had been transferred throush "voluntary" or enforced sales 
by the Jews themselves. , Even con:riscated property,in l'.lIBl'lY 
instances, has been resold to' third parties., To unSCramble' 
this situation and restOre all former owners to theil' rightful 
properties, one woUld have to nullify almost all transactions 
by Jews - after 1933 in Germany, after 1938 in Austria, Italy 
and Hungary, and after 1939 in, the rest of Europe. ,Even more 
difficult is the process of compensation for non-available ' 
assets, discriminatory taxes and levies, losses of income, 
sufferings and similar da:mage. ' 

: :,, 
.' ' ., ,("\ Q ("\ '"'­
" II 'f'\ ' 'U -,/

. " '~l:f •• /..;\ ~,:.;.,..L.. _, j.....,. 
• .,. l;, 



One alternative would have been to regard these losses 

as' peouliarto war itself; to make a computation of losses 

and a registry of former ownerships; to re-establish titles as 

far as possibl~,espec1a.lly in all cases where the orig1nal 

exploiters st1ll held it; and then tocom;pensate,bymeans of 

state funds, those losses which Could not ~e recovered. 

E\rentually, the state might itself' recover, in the course of 

t1!ne~ a part of these expenditures from. the sale of confiscated 

Fascist property. . , . 


That course of action might have obViated the Situation, 
now prevailing in all f'ormer enemy countries as well as in 
in Allied natiOns, in which the Jews have. been forced to press 
their claims by means. of court actions.. Tomalee the situation 
even more insupportable, they have to press those claims against . 
present oWners whQ, in soma. instances, may be quite innocent of 
any intent to· defraud. The consequences of this s1tuation is 
that Jews. have been ms:D.l.'l'I1"tred into a position in which they 
mayantagon1ze segments of the population which are not necessar­
ily Fascist ~ anti-Semitic. 

The lack of real intent to make restitution. feasible is 
amply reflected in the laws governing restitution claims. Their 
universal9haracterist1c1s vagueness and quibbling, on the one 

. hand, and on the other the delegation of most authority to 
court dec1sions which are notoriously slow. 

Another general trend' is .the eagerness of governments to 
capture as ~eat a share as possible from the whole 'p;r;ooedkl'e •. 
This is plainest in decrees governing the ultimate disposition, 
of' IIheirlessll and unclaiDled property. Since the great majority 
of' European Je..vry has perished, it is a reasonable assumption 
that a large portion of' Jewish property will be.heirless and 
unclaimed. It is indica-;tive that no country has as yet resigned 
the traditional right of' a state treasury to heirless property, 
so that i.n .time all heirless Jewish property Will be inherited 
by those countries of' which dews were nationals or residents ­
frequently now by.countries where scarcely any Jews are left or 
from which the Jews are still trying to escape in ever increas­
ing numbers. . . 

The .shining exceptfon to this rule is that of little 

Greece where all uncla.1med property is to go to Jewish communi­
ties for the rehabilitati,on of Greek Jewry • . ' 


The heights of' in1quity "'1ould be reached if' the ultimate 
German State were to became the heirs of its victims. That this 
isa possibil1ty may be seen in a recent dispatch to the Over­
seas News Agency., according to which American officials ill 
GerJr.J.anY lIadmit that the Je'\>l1sh position is both reasonable and 
moral.l,y justified. But they pose the question of what el'se . 
they can. do with such Jewish confiscated property." 

The problem of' this property without· heirs is intimately 
linked with the question of what is tobeco.me of such Jewish 
public property as was held by Jewish collltllUlli,ties, associations, 

';'4­
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organizations and other institutions. None of the existing . 
legislation makes any provision for their allocation in favor 
of surviving Jews. 

Unless the laws are amended, the results will prove. 
disastrous. It will meenthe definite loss of the possessions 
of all the smaller communities, "rhich no longer exist. This 
could be prevented only 1£ public ommunal property is trans­
ferred to other public bodies" such as neigbborins communities 
or federations of communities which may still exist or be 
reorganized. .Otherwise,' ltsimply will be inherited by the 
respective countries. 

This t~eat is especially dangerous with respect to the 
great cUltural treasures of the Jewish cammunitesand instltu- . 
tions in Central and Eastern Europe. Even if they are restored 
to the existing "gbost-communities" whose members for the most . 
part are preparing to emigrate, they will not be sate but will 
be dispersed and offered for sale - with incalculable damage 
to Jewish scholarship for decades to come. Here one 1scon­
fronted with something wrirsethan simple ,inequity in ter.ms of 
property; a people is in danger of separation tram its old 
cultnral heritage, "'ith all the fearful implications' which 
exist in that situation for a civilized. people. 

This problem of salvagf.ns old cultural treasure has been· 
made easier 0+ solution by the Nazi practice of concentrating 
their loot in Germany. In 1nst~ces where such loot belonged 
to Jewish communities within Allied nations, the solution to 
the problem 'ma::J' be relativelY simple. But,. conSider, for exa.m,ple, 
the 'cases of the books now 1ri. Germany or the disposition of a. 
part of the valuable collections of Berlin, Breslau, and Vienna, 
which were .• shipped to TereziD. to be catalogued by Jewish . 
scholars; these are now in possession of the Czechoslovak Govern­
ment, officials of which apparently regard them as reparat10ns 
from Gel"mBllY and Austria which should now become the property 
of the State under the rules of war or under some other argument. 

Another practice which is v~y detrimental to recovery of 
Je,dsh losses' is the exclusion of foreigners fram rights to 

. claim war da.mages .. The greater percentage of foreign Jews in 
, a given countn", the mor~ telling are the restrictions. This 
is especially true in France ,,,here more then halt of the Jewish 
population are not citizens, and 'in Belgium where, before 194o, 
only 15,000 of that country's 95,000 Jews were citizene.A 
special case .is Czechoslovaldll which, through severe difficulties 
for restitution imposed on Jews of German or Hungar1an mother­
tongue, and complicated investigations into the origin and the 
personal habits of all those who declared themselves as Jews 
in the census of 1930, recognized only the clatmsof o~e~th1rd 
of 4er Jewish 1nhabitants. It may be true that the main 
reason for these practices lies in the Violent postwar national­

. i_;but it should not be overlooked how profitable this brand 
of nationalism is ce]:'tain to be. That Czechoslovakia does not 

.hesitate to punish her O'Vlll citizens for the .entirely legsl 
... " '""' ~~rcise of constitutionally guaranteed ri8hts 16 years8go is 

. _.;..th?J~;u·4,,1_ . 
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a re~kable example of the extent to which morals ot govern­
ments have been lowered. ' 

Existing legislation" thus, provides forSIlla,ll part 'of 
lost property. The main conditions covering restitution are 
that "the fQrmer owner is still alive, or thEit close relatives 
of his haTe survived" that clear proofe of ownership exist ­
mere testim~ny of witnesses is not always recognized - and 
that the cJ.a1mant possesses the "right" kind' of passport~ 

But even where all these conditions are fulfilled" Jews 
are still confronted with extraordinary difficulties in re­
covering their property. A large part of their private 
possessions ,was sold by them e1 ther in sales under duress or 
in enforced sales • The legislation inma.ny cases is framed so 
as to protect present possessors who, in:many cases though 
not all, a.re clearly Fascist profiteers. This means ,in practice 
that in many instances the Jewish clatmantmust repay the price 
which heoriglnaliy received" that he~t indemnify the' new 
owner for allilD;provementsand e;x:penses, but that, on the 
other hand, the possessor may keep alltheincOInewhichhe 
has derived from, the property. That this is not a. ma.tter of 
course, ma.y be seen ,from the more appropriate laws. For in-' 
stance, in Yugoslavia the JeWish c]a1m,ant usually receives not 
only his property back without any conditions of 6,o~enaation, 
but he has also a right to all income which accumulated in 
the meant1me. ' 

The demand for compensation of the current possessor ia 

an effective deterrent acting'against resti,tut10n claims. The 

Sum.1 received ma.ny: years ago are, ,of course, no longer in the, 

hands of Jews who survived the extermiilationcWrIps. It was 


,either expended b~c~usEl'Jews had no sources of livelihood or 
it waS taken a:i"ay from them by means of robbel'Y or through. the 
payment, of taxes or bribes. To this deterrent must be added 
high court 'costs, special,taxes upon recovery of property 
(especially in Hungary), and the like. In certain cases there 
is not coat. 

Presllmably lost beyond all hopes of recovery, is property 
which has disappeared and which constitutes a b1ghrate of 
JeWish possessions be,cause the Nazis carried, away ,and dispersed 
confiscated or robbed possessions that were movable. ' This ' 
type ot property is'mentioned specifically in the Bulgarian 
law but even there the provisions are completely inadequate. 
If the European countries had,~een less eager to establish 
themselves as the heirs of their Je\vs, it would 'have been 
relatively simple to set up spacial funds from the proceeds of 
unclaimed JeWish property '\d.thoutheirs to compensate those 
survivors who have losteverythtng arid whose possessions have i • 

disappeared. '!i:" 
(! . 
f-" 

nI. SURVEY OF RESTITUTION m1S m EUROPEAN ,COUNTRIES i:" ' 

v1ESTERN EUROPE 

" t,1. France,. Property which was transferred by ent:orced 
; ,, 
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sB.1es ,or was abandoned can be reclaimed. Oonfiscated and 
sequestered property is being returned. However, one, billion 
francs seized in 1941 by the Vichy Government from Jewish' 
,bank accounts have still to be restored. All unidentifiable 
personal property goes irrevocably to the Entr' aide Francaise 
for distribution among needy persons. ' All heirless and un­
claimed property is to be put under ·the administration of the 
French Go~er.nment. A special decree will fix the conditions 
for its forfeiture. ' 

" Confiscated property is admin1strered bY a bra.nchof tbe 
Ministry ot Finance ':1hich accepts claims for its restitution. 
In otber instances, however, the cla1mallt is forced to apply 
for a court decision. It transfer of property is annulled, 

, the owner 'pays the present possessor the priceorig1nally' , , 
received (but only to the limit the owner profited fram this 

, amount) ,plus interest and all necessary' and usefUl expenses 
(to the extent the value of the property increased) incurred 
for improvement, or upkeep. The present possessor, at the same 
time, has to repay the income which he may have derived tram 
the property. The provisions of the decree are, however, not 
applicable to securities sold on tbeBourse,orin similar ways. 
Ite application 'is also excluded in most cases of properties 
requisitioned or expropriated for the sake of public use- ' 
fulness or acquired by ,the State in consequence of its right
of pre~emption~ , , 

Foreigners ,may ;f.ile claims for war damages on a provision!'!' 
al basiS • They probably will receive satisfactiononiy in ' , 
those cases in which speeial conventions ex1s~ between Franee 
and the foreigner's country. This dif3poses at once of all 
stateless peop~e (including German and Austrian refugees), of 
all peoples of Russian origin, and probably' of all Poles. 
These represent the majority of 'France's foreign Jews. 

" , 

Even less favorable, is the situation insofar as restora~ 
tion of apartments goes. The cost of regaining such apartments 
is hIgh and for this reason it is estimated that at least " 
one;"half of Jewish apartnients will not be claimed at all. The 
courts can in many cases decide against tbe cla1mant as, tor ' 
instance, when the apartment is now held by veterans or by 
other specIfied groups of tenants. ' 

The practice of the courts 'is even harsher 'tllan the 
legislation. A Jew of foreign natIonalIty, who recently' claimed 
the return of his apartment" ':1as refUsed the benefit of the ' 
decree concerning rest1tutionof tenants although this particu­
lar decree does not mentionforeisners specifically and it had 
thereft>re,~ been hoped that foreign Jewamight at 'least have 
a right to their. apartments. 

, 2. Beigium. All decrees coverIng war damages applyonly' 
to Belgian c1tizens. ' All claims must be accompanied by'a 
certifIcate of nationality. This means the exclusion of all 

~ , ,~ Jews from GerIll8llY, Austria, Rumania, etc. 

" .~ ... '8'" ;. 6
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Confiscated property can be reclaimed in accordance ~ith 
a decree issued by the Government in Exile, but there is as 
yet no special law concerning other properties. The present 
possessor has no.right,to reimbursement of the price which 
he paid to the Jewish owner. The situation of those "rho l1ant 
their apartments ret\ll-ned is equally as bad as in France j the 
courts have great latitude in protecting the present tenant. ," ,; 

No provisions exist for the ultimate disposal of unclaimed 
property. The process of recovering property is even slower 
than in France. 

3. Holland. Dutch legislation yields vast powers to a 
semi-judicial body, the Council for Be-establishment of Justice. 
All property which is claimed. by the former owners is now being 
returned at a satisfactory rate,except real estate (the de­
partmeht for these cases has not yet been established). The 
Institution for Management and Administration, to which all 
unclaimed and heirless property is transferred, usually appoints 
as trustees heirs or persons who formerly were connected with 
the enterprise. 

Compensation may be granted by the COlUlcil 'in certain , 
cases. If the present possessor took unfair advantage of the 
wretched situation of the Je...-rs, the prioe wh1c~ the OWner re­
pays goes to the State. . 

Heirless and unclaimed stocks and. bonds become State 
property. All other such assets are being sold and the pro­
ceedsput under the trusteeship of the COlUlcil. "1'0 whom the 
proceeds from sales will go remains to be determined. 

4. 1tall. All confiscated property including real " 
estate, which had been transferred to the official Fasoist 
Office at Liquidation, is in process of belng restituted. 
Repayment of stock certifioates or bonds, issued by the 
.Italian Government at the time of liquidation, is now.demanded. 
All private ~ransfers of property made by persons affected by 
the racial ~ws (provided the damage sustained exceeds one­
fourth of the value of the property), or concluded to evade 
the Fascist laws, are annulled and the property is restored. 
Special'guar~ians are appointed for absentee-owers or for ..,Iunclaimed property. ! 

The repayment provision for restitution of property is 
leas of a de~errent to Jewish claims in Italy than elsewhere. 
The substantial" devaluation of the lirE. is not taken into 
acoount. Furthermore, the law provfde,s for r~yocation of 
II giftsll and other fictitious transfers. Thus;' Jews may recover 
all such amoUnts and these sums might represent a rather large 
total of business transactions beoause of the lack of anti­
Semitism in Italy and the resulting confidence of the Je...-rs in 
their non-Je-rlsh foll0'\01 oitizens to whom they IIdonatedll their 
possessions •. 

... .., ....... ,.' ~ j"l • ~ 


llt)Ul; i 

-8­

i ,"- _.­



SOtmI-EASTERN EUROPE 

5. Greece. The first sign of the good faith of the 
Greek Government with respect to Jewish restoration were 
decrees which ruled that available properties should be re­
stored to their rightful owners. Unfortunately, almost all 
personal property has disappeared and is lost forever to 
Greek Jewry. 

After negotiations with the reorganized Central Board of 
Jewilsh Comnunities of Greece, a decree was issued providing 
that all Jewish heirless and unclaimed property should be 
transferred to a special fund ,to be used for the rehabil1tatioIr' 
of Greek Jewry. 

Greek action on the restitution question fa'outstanding 
because of its clear-cuty equity; unfortunately, it is the 
exception~It Shows, however, how much can be done even by a 
poor country. 

6.:Rumania. Rumania is an example of the futil1ty of 
legislation under conditions of bad faith and a hostile 
administration. The legal provisions show an eagerness to 
protect those who acquired JEWish property at the expense of 
the Jewish o'iners, and the practice of special exceptions 
which reSults in making the laws almost meaningless. Here, 
as in France, not a pennY of the millions in cash which the 
old Fascist regime had extorted from Jews has been given back, 
and out of 17,000 confiscated houses only 5,000 are again 
in Jewish hands. 

As'to _sales concluded under duress, only those properties 
which are now in hands -of proven FaSCists, former government 
officials or active members of Fascist organizations are 
annulled. In other cases, the Jewish owner must prove the2the 
has suffered a loss of at least 40% before his claim will be 
considered at all. Even if his claim is accepted, not only 
must he repay the original price, but' also 1ndemnify the 
present possessor for all improvements and expenses. ,The new 
owner, however, is permitted to keep all the income he may have 
derived from the property since his acquisition of it to the 
extent of the-legal interest on' the amount paid by h1m~ 

The' agrarian reform hrTS make impossible any restitution 
of landed estates. vlhile all other Rumanian proprietors, of-' 
landed estates are allowed to keep 50 hectares of their former 
posseSsions, the Jewish owners who suffered throuSh expropr1a~ 
tion by Fascist confiscation receive no compensation at all. 
And movable goode held by third acquirers are given back only 
if the Jewish claimant can prove that the buyer acted in bad 
faith. 

The result of these prOVisions is disastrous. Only some 
3,000 claims have been filed ,vithin the ,prescribed period 
while at least one-third of the Jewish population is completely 
destitute. ,As in France, the chief deterrent to claims is the 
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court procedure llh;l.ch is possible of complicating matters 
",tllltully ito protect the present Rumanian possessors. Small 
enterprises which obviously constitute the only means of 
livelihood for the claimant have the best chance of restoration. 
The . advantages accruing ,to the Rumanian state in handling 
Jewish restitution are rather great: Jewish property in prewar 
Rumania was valued at about one billion dollars. 

7. :Bulgaria. Bulgaria is the only country in Europe 
wh~re scarcely any decimation of the Jewish population occurred 
through progromaand deportation. The situation of Bulgarian 

. Jews 	is oIf11 a degree better than that of those of Rumania" 
although restitution laws are enaCted with more fairness and 
handled i1). a more helpful spir1t • The reason is that Bulgarian 
Jewry haa always been one of the poorest in all Europe. 

The ,Bulgarian Government restores all confiscated Jewish 
, property end compensates third persons who may have purchased 
it from t~e Government. ,On the other ~, the government 
provides ~ restitution at all for enforced sales under duress 
(except f9r shares, business and participation in enterprises) 
apparently because such sales were less frequent in a country 
where no wholesale deportat1onof'Jevsoccurred and where the 
State waf!, the main beneficiary of the anti-Jewish measures .. 
The below':'mentioned amount is destined, in part" to compensate 
for such property transfers. " . , , 

. . Irrecoverable Jewish property is compensated for - an 

exception of the rule - although the total cPmpensation (30 

million levas, or $20,000) is very low. The amount has re­
cently been increased. . ' 


Here again agrarian reform laws prevent the restitution 
oi'confiscated landed estates" but compensation is provided. 
This ,CoDIpensation" however, is virtually meaningless because 
of the devaluation of the leva, against which there is no ., 
recourse. i 

Special taxes which were levied against the Jews are 
refunded, after certain deductiOns, in government bonds, not 
in cash. 

8. Yusoslavia. Here, where f'e!r1~ Jews have survived" the 
legal situation is relatively favorable. Insofar as they are 
present there" the survivors get back their properties without 
any conditions; they do not pay compensation ( except for . . 
improvements) and they'receive back the income which the 
purchaser may have derived from the property. 

Th1~" however, cov«;n:'s only a minute part of ,former Jewish 
property., Exempt from'restitution are properties whose return , 
",{ould be· detrimental to the national economy' and similar ' 
national interests" although the law recognizes the right to 
compensation. Heirless property may remain in the administra­
tion of the State. FUrthermore, Yugoslav citizens living a­
b~oad mayinow claim restitution only if th~y are.. w11l1ng to 
return to' Yugoslavia. :,' . ' " , .'" 
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There is a clear tendency in Yugoslav legislation to 
favor dlm.ers of BIDall enterprises. This applies to claims by 
heirs· which,presumably because of the heavy losses of 
Yugoslavian Jewry, are rather numerous. In the latter case I . 

only close relatives are recognized and given the various . 
possessions to manage.· I:f,.. however, the claim concerns :ta.rse 
enterprises, moneys, stock, etc., they arehended back only' 
in part. 

EASTERN EUROPE 

. 9. R\lll88.l1'o .The chi'ef aim of the HlJIlSBl"ian restitution 
laws is to avoid any favoritism toward the Jews. This obviously 
does not make for equality because, while the whole country 
suffered severely fram the war and its consequences, non-Jewish 
citizens did.'not lose everything and are still better off than 
the Jews. 

Here aga1n,the agrarian land reforms rule that estates 
over a certain size are liable to confiscation and distribution 
aJJlOng the 18ndless' peasants. Colnpensationis acc9rded in all 
cases within the financial capacities of the state - which are 
very restricted. Small Jewish landholders who are entitled 
to restitution of their pr~erty are frequently offered holdings 
in other parts of the country because their lands have already 

. been distributed. 

All cla1ms concerning restitution of bUsiness premises, 
equipment, goods and materials toto a Commission .of Arbitra­
tion, ,and the cla1man tmust:advance the cost of the procedure. 
If his cla1m.is refu.seQ., he ma.;r go to the courts - and spend. 
more money.. In the case of'movable' property belang:1ngto the 
persona forcibly remov~d framthe.placeof their reSidence, . 
the. Office of Housing Administration decides according'to 
the economic and fam.1ly conditions of the claiJDant and the 
present possessor. In other words, the claims of the Jel-dah . 
leeal owner. and the explOiter of the Jewish calam.1ty are 
accepted on the same basis. Persona1 property lost after 
March 19, 1944 maybe reclaimed through the courts, while the 
rigbtful owner may apply for reinstatement of his rights in 

. real property. . 

The problem of unc~dproperty has not yet been solved, 
althougb a bill setting up a special fund was submitted to 
the. Parliament. . . 

This is not all. Property will be restituted only upon 
payment for all improvements and taxes, which must. be repaid 
in a short period. To these expenses must be added a special 
tax which is levied on. the recovery of property. The- excess 
of bureaucracy, especially outside the capi~, makes even 
these prOVisions illusionary. Ninety per cent of the civil 
servants are former government officials with .the .result that 
75 per cent of the Jewish population in the proVinces is being 
cared for by the American Joint Distribution Camm.1ttee•. 

http:cla1m.is
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Disor1iJn1nation,' hm16ver, is not restricted to bureaucrats, 
but may be ~oundonall levels of the State machinery. Accord­
ing to a Jewish Telegraphic Agency reportj .Foreign Minister 
Janos Gyon~081 holds that restitution of Jewish property 
depends upon the return of Hungarian and Jewish property now 
,held by the Allies. 

To th~se' faotors must be added the tremendous deval~tion 
result1ngfrom Fascist ma.nagement. To give a typical1netanoe: 
the Nazis sold a certain amount ,of Jewish property, worth . 
$20,000,000 for $2,000,000. The Hungarian Government offered 
this amount to the JeWish C01Jl1D1mity when, due, to the d.evaluation, 

. . it was worth $1,000 • 

10. Czechoslovakia. Jewish losses were included in war 
losses and~ransfers of property were originally annulled only 
if they were made to "nationa.ll.yuntruetworthy persons," or 
were abando~d and· belonged to workers ,farmers, and persons 
of similar social status. Confiscated JB'\'lish property "Vms 

. kept as Sta~e property. Jews of these categories, moreover, .. 
who in the Ce!16US of 1930 gave Hungarian or German as their 
~other-tol1gue (39.3~ in Bohema, Moravia,' andSilesia, and. . 
1444% in SlovaJda) Gould ree;a.in their property only if they 
proved their loyalty.to the CzeChoslovak State and were them­
selves victims of persecution. (UNRRA at one time tried to 
obtain as a privilege for suohJews the right to take'a~~ 
movable property in cases of expulsion). If a person in the' 
Se.meCensUB had declared himself a Jew in accordance with the 
minority treaties (31.3~ in Bohemia, Moravia,and Silesia, 'and 
53.1% in Slov&~ia), he is to ..beinvestigated a.~d his natioDal­
ity to be redetermined according to such criteria as the lan­
guage he used in his home, or· to which school his parents sent 
him. . 

Restitution has not been in effect in Slovakia at all. 
A recent law COVers the problem of voidingoontracts entered 
into un~; duress during the period of occupation and that of 
restitution' of properties lost because of judicial or adminis­
trative dec~sions. The new law (except for the second ca.tegory 
of losses)
.'

is valid in the . ,(hole of Czechosl,ovakia. . . 

Despite certain 1mprov~ments, a situation still prevails 
in which the property of only a part of those Jews who .claimed 
Czechoslovak nationality in 1930 can be returned. Property left 
behind 'in Terezin, vlD,ch had been transferred by the Nazis 
'together with the1r owners from al~ over Europ'e, is restituted 
only if it belonged to some Allied nation. Everything else .. 
that is, aJ.:l property which was German or Austrian-Jewish 
mmed ... is peins used for Jewish but also for general purposes .. 
The gove~'b, indeed, has become the chief heir of Je'Wish 
possessions.- not only of those who were slaughtered, but also 
of all tho~e survivors who did not foresee, in 1930, that one 

. day it wOuJ:d be considered a crime to act according to the 
constitution .of the oountry whose citizens they were. 
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11. Poland. All property which is not in. the possession 
of the legal owers is considered "abandoned propertylt, and is 
administered by the Office of Liquidation established by the 
Office of the Prime Minister. In this category belong also all 
properties which had been transferred to third persons for 
safekeeping during the period of German occupation, the posses· 
sors being responsible for restitution without any conditions. 
All such posseSSions are to be registered and claims by the 
original O"Wller or his heirs may be fIled in regular procedure 
and. the claimant. then obtainS them.' . 

Properties falling under the nationalization law cannot 
be restituted. Organizations of public benefit have a right to 
claim. teDi.porarily certain properties • The sa.me is true for 

. m1n1strieswhich may require transfer of abandoned possessions 
to the~r Jurisdiction. This seems to foreshadow what .is going 
to happen to all heirless property in Poland, which represents 
by far the largest part of former Jewish possessions. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA are clearly cases to be discussed 
,separately. In Germa..ny,jurisdiction is primarily exercised by 

the military authorities of the four occupational powers. In 

Austria, however, a government eXists with a'certain amount o~ 

independence, and! in. Ge:rma.ny the Laender and the so·called 

Laenderrat,inthe American zone of occupation, are developing 

more and more into German governmental agencies. Restricted as 

the powers of the German and Austrian authorities are,' in the 

field ,of restitution of Jew1sh property they seem to enjoy 

sufficiEmt responsibility of their ow. ' 


12 • Austria. No measures for the return of Jewish 
property ~ve been taken so far. A year ago the Austrian Gov­
ernment ordered the regist~ation of a+.! properties and property 
rights which had been alienated since March 1939. One year 
after the iSSUance of the decree I however, and after its enforce­
ment through a similar decree by the Property Control Commission 
within the American Military Government, . registration' had 
not even started in December 1945. 

Even public property of the Jewish communities which was 
confiscated by the German Government is not being returned. Of 
the 200 buildings of the Vienna Jewish COJ!lllllm1ty, only 100 were 
given back. 

Only recently did the Parliament enact a brief law con­
taining a general declaration of nullity concerning transactions 
entered -into during the German ocoupation insofar as they were 
the consequences of German political and racial measures and 
economic IlDurchdringung." Covering legislation w:ill !3tate hO't( 
and in what cases annulment will be granted. This law has 
already passed the A,llied Control Council. The first law deal­
ing with properties,. at present in the administration of the 
Bund and Laender, has been adopted by the Parliament and a 
similar one to be applied to forfeited property is under 
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consideration. These !&ws restrict the r18ht to inheritance 
but do not provide for the use of uncla1med and heirless 
propert~es; they require repayment of all costs but do not 
provide, for the return of all incomes. The whole procedure 1s 
adm.1n1strat1ve, not judicial. . 

l~. . Ger.t!l!3l?:l. Thech1ef characteristic of the German . . . 
situation with respect to restitution of property is confusion. 
The AJ.liied Military Government, under law 52, has "frozen" the 
property~ which was in thepossess10n of. the German Reich, the 
Naz1farty,and other Nazi· organ1zati~, of absent owners, . 
arrested persons or. profiteers of the. Nazi regime, and those 
traIl$ftkredund..er dUress. Actual restitutionjhowever, i.s to . 
be left to German authorities themselves toSive them an oppor­
tunity :Utoright the wrongs of the National-Socialist. regime in' 
~ publ1cform.. If ..But ra"VT 54 grants the respective German . . 
"Laender" the right of possession and of. use of properties be­

. longlng to the .SAi as and similar orsantzations ..... A certain . 
part of these properties'~ as well as of state and party. prop- ,­

· erty .;.1 Was robbed from lrev.'ish· victims. ·In April 1946' an' . 
estimated total of 6 .2 billion marks in various forms' of prop­
ertiesiwas under the controJ. of the American Military Govern­
ment. . Of these, more than,60% beJ.onged to. the Nazi Partye.nd . 
the German State. . 

.. ~ situation is very co~l1cated. ··In some instances, .1il 
the .lUD:8r1can zone of occupatIon, German author.ities have ruled 

·that J:ewshave a rIght to h1Bher compensation for losses. tha:n 
all o~her classes of the :population. In 'other 10cal1tie.s, as 
in Basse, a general reg1stration of all properi;ies ,\.,.hich· were' 
formerly. Jewish has been ordered•.. But no implementation for 
restitution has been issued. In the Soviet zone, restitution, 
isa recognized principle and a trusteeship forabsentee-prop­
erty bitlie local Jewish cOmmunities 1smentioned. A rest1tu- :., 
t1C?ndecreehas b.een enacted in Thuringia. Registration of . ." 
cOnfi,?ca:ted Jewish buildings and.bus1ness premise's has started. 
But. the Jewish Community in Berlin has still to recover the 
three and a halfm1llion.ma.rksin bank deposits which were 
frozen by the Nazis.. . 

. Nothing so far has been done in the British and French 
zones, except for registration of properties confiscated or 
othel~se obtained. . 

I 
./ 

. In. the ADiarican zone, several drafjis were prepared. 
In1tl'ally they were' different for each of the three provinces. 
The second stage was reached when a un1formdraft was prepared 
by the Laenderrat and the .American military authorities. At 
present there exists a possibility of definite action, especial..; 
ly in connection with the appointment of a special counsellor to 
Gen.tToseph T ~Ma.cNarney for this purpose. The drafts thus' far 

· prepared are very restricted in their applica.tion ... There is 
sti1+ confusion as to the appropriate met~sof compensatiOn, 
the vroposalsrangiU6 f.r~ actual restitution to payment to 
absentees in German- (unsecured) bonds •.' . 
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THE RESTITUTION OF JEWISH PROPERTY IN GERMANY 

(A study prepared by a special investigator in Berlin.) 

The v~ue of lewishassets seized by the Nazis in Ger­

many can be appraise(l at 10 billion reichsmarks. According to the 

Reich Finance report of April 16, 1938 , Jewish capital was as 

follows: 

Agriculture ,and forestry Hm. , 112,000,000.-­
Real Estate 2,343,000,000.-­
Operating'Capital 1,195~000,000.--
Other value s 4.881,000,000.-- ' 

Total Rm.,S,5Jl,ooo,ooo.-­
That was private property. Even after sales and re'-', 

, .\ 

movals, due to departures, some Rm. 4,000,000,000.-- remained in 

pure confiscations, left in Nazi hands without adequate compeaaation. 

In addition, 1,503 Jewish associatfons, organizations 

and institutions and 1,658 Jewish religious communities were dissolved 

'and their property transferred to the Reichsvereinigung der'Judenin 

'Deutschland, the catch-~llthe Nazis created to become the holding 

company for community property. On J,une 10, 1943, that organization 

was seized by the Gestapo and its values were entrusted to the O,ber­

finance President at Berlin. Its assets at that time amounted to 
, " 

',' Rm. 144,236,925.;6. Until that time an advisory committee of eiglit 

Jews had been kept intonned of what was happening. After tba t time, 

the Nazis regarded the whole affair as closed,' with the property' 

definitely becoming German .• 

Even previously, the Jews sent to Tberesienstadt in 

northwestern Czechoslovakia had been compelled to close with the 

, , Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland ~d deal wi th a new 

, agency. Actually, it amounted to their buying themselves into 


Theresienstadt through an "Hineinkaufsvertrag" which transferred 




" 

~: ' 
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all their moveable property to an account which Was kept with the . 


. Bohemian Landbank in ;Prague. In all Rm. 109,000, 000. -- were paid 


into that accollnt by the inmates of Thereslenstadt, of whioh Rm• 


. So,ooo.ooo.-:-survived on the books when they were taken over by the 


·czechoslovak Government. 


Today theri;J are survivors of that .despoilage allover the 
, 

probably 106,000 of them still In Germany. These Jews, to aworld 

large degree, live i~ special camps -- are fed from special supplies --;~ 

·but are kept out of, ~egular German economy • . They are desirous of re- f 

'cQinpense for their losses. 

They met on May 19, under the leadel1ship of Dr. Benno 

Ostertag of Stuttgart, to formulate their demands, and ~r again on 

June 19. 

Beforethat theA.meri oan Jewish Coilference met in Munich 

and on May 7, 1946 sent a letter through itsspokesman', Dr. Ha..D.s;,L8.mm. 
I 

· to Colonel .Leslie M. :Jefferson, Chief ot the Property Rehabilitation 

DiviSion, in Berlin,asking that a census of all Jewish propertYI1B of 

'. January 1, 1913 be conducted, as a basis for some property restlt.Utlon. 
, '. I . . . . " 	 " ..........., 

. In addition, the La.mm memorandum requested' that the w,hole problelil:'of 


Jewish property be treated in four categories, the first to receive 


; /':.'
immediate consideration. 


The four categories are: 


I. 	Property of Jews who continued to reside or 
are now residlng in Germany. 

II. Propert,Y of ~J'ews still alive who emigrated. 

III. Property of Jewish Communities and Institutions. 

IV. Property of Jews who were exterminated. 

I' r'· 
. \ 
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In the American Zone, the Property Control Commission 

is noW taking .over Nazi Party and German State property at the rate of 

· from 2,000 to'5, 000 properties a week. Only a few of those prop-': 
!:, . 

ertie:s have been returned to their owners -- blacklisted people who 

have been cleared. or Germa.nawho fled and have oome back and 

are not in the 26 to'30 classifications of owners whose property 

can be confiscated. It has now beed decided to place all'of this···· 

. proper~y ,under the Laender Governments in the American Zone, the' 

· Germans themse'lves to ope rate them, with Property Control continui.'ng 
. '~' , 

to make policy and ultimately dete.rmining what is to be set aside" 

for reparations and restitutions. 

As of May 20 J 1946, 24,912 un!tsof property belong";·< 

ingto the Nazi Party or its mem.berswere taken over. The value .• 

··is .estimated at about Rm. 2,439,OOO,OOO.~- •., As ot the same date,'· 
. ..' . 

the total property taken over was 43, 459uni ts w1 th a value ot 

RID·. 7,307,000,000.--. 

These properties are administered by trustees under· . 

an elaborate set of regulations but as of the present I was nowhere' 

able to .obtainan official stat~ment of policy from a responsible' 

Am~rica:n offi,cial as to what is to be the ultimat~ tate of these: 

properties. The latest move is to turn their administration 

· back into Gennan hands •. 

Jewish leaders believe that income from these· prop- '; 

erties, or the actual properties and others Siill in German: hands,·. 

should be used· to compensate the Jews for their losses, fOr they 

were the heaviest sufferers of German persecution and confiscation. 

r • 
': . • ', J, 
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American military government officials arefin4ing it extremely 

dlfficult to de-cide how to treat the Jewishqu6stion, whether ,to, 

mak~the Jews a speoial case, and begin dealing with their loss~es' 

or whether to dispense with all restitution am operate the pr'oper": 
, ' 

ties for the benefit of a new Germany. 

",The following'parag,raphe represent the views of an . 
, J 

AIDs r1 Can Mill tary Government official charged wi t,b a special as~lgn-

ment to study property restitution. 

Jews allover the world have presented hundreds Qf ,~:hou-
, " 

sands of claimS against the present Germany. These claims are so 

extensive that they exceed the Sum total of all German assets iothe, 

American Zone. Most or the JewIsh' claims' inoludenot only fInancial 

re~bursement for property lost or destroyed, but back incom.eto~ 

six to eight years J plus lost' income of the poeple involved an~l a 

-return on the investmen t. 

For example: - The Jewish community in Munich, once" 

numbering over 10,OOO'people and now numbering about 600 61' those' 

former inhabitants, has presented a olaim for the property of ~l 

Jews who were in the oommuni ty and re~eompen5e for all property 

damage., Two one-third owners of a distillery in North Germany have 

asked for the return of the val ue of thei 1" shares t plus loss of, 

actual income plus $500,000 in damage -- all to be .,paid to them 

in the United States. Praotically all cl~1ms ask for compensation 

1n some foreign valuta -- not in the. present German Marks. If the 

.. '", • ..-.. .-. ,! "",./ 
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claims were paid 'inmarks, the currency of the country' would ,'Qe,QomB 

woirthless. Most claimant.s want Qashj they want the values removed 
'. '. 

". " 

from GexIDWlY. Few have any intention of returning. 

The general economic condition in Germany is responsible 

for the hesitanoy to'formulate a polioy with regard to prpperty 

restitution•. It an attempt were made to settleola.1ms "on the 'basIs . 
. ,,,,' .::'.n 

demanded, it is maintained in many ofticial circles that it would 

mean the collapse of an already apparently bankrupt Germany_ Care­

:Cul dlggingby economists wouJ.d reveal, .in .the Gat1mationof some 

men .connecte.d with tbe Eoonomic Division of American Military Govern­

ment, that the .country - for the. present at least -~ is almost' ... 

prostrate with onlyartifioial supports maintlining a semblance or 

oi-der and givlng existing currency 8 value as a medium ot exchange. 

Until the Ger.wan~ economy has some revival .in Sight, there can ~e . 

little done abou.t 'the restitution of' property on the basis of exist ­

ing claims. exoept in a very limited way. 

In the American Zone, there seems to be the possibility 

of organizing the asse"ts of the Nazi Partya.nd such organizations 

as the SS and the SA are using income from them in .. a program. ot . 

reba.billtation of the Jews and paying the bIlla of the existing. 

DP program. It woald appe~, however, that these assets will .. 

only suftice tor those lews who r,emain as a part ()f the GerfDf.Ul 

population. 

From ensting informa.ti,on, there is little ~nd1cation 

that any program of property restitution or redistribution as It 

.J .. : 
."""\ ....


.i.e J :'\ ); ~' !:,) . 
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.". 	 applies to Jews is being discllSsed in the other three zones. !lle 
Russians have aooepted the Q,lladripartitdl expression on prope rtlf,bllt 

. 	 ' ".', " \ 

they show, li,ttle interest in returning private property to thei.rformer 
'. " ! , 	 f '.-':<":',' 

, , owners. Large German estates whioh in that area might have se:rved as 

, ' 

a basis tor some type ot oompensation bave already been di Vid~~~~~~mo'n,g 
landless pea_antry and lnoame trom 8uchestate.s will not be 1'~~~h+' 
.coming 	fortiilotber type of. rehab!litationprogram. 

The French bave ravored a program ot decentrallzatiOh while 

the British,'are interested primarily in gettingtinancial burd~~~Pff 
their backS ; they are not a cting in terms ot prope rty restitution. 

T:hey .have no speoia.l Jewish D.P. program. 
, 

All this means t.hat it .the Amerioans were to undertake 
' ..... 

t:heirownres:t.i11t.ion program,~hey would be paying, in part at least, 

~ny of the claims Which should. rightt'ully be borne in the other zones •. 

All indioations are that until Gennany again bas ai~spons-

ible eentralgOvernment and operates asan economio whole so tha::e':t.his 
" '".,. 

plJoblem of restitution can be dealt with on the same basis for;iai·'r 
t ':_.' ::;<:>-;'.::': :,:. ~ 

a'reas 	-- there will be no resti tutionexcept in spe cial and ihd:i.•ldual 
(, . ". 	 , -:', '.'~ . 

;;--.'Y: 

oases •. When one sees the oond1 tiona ot these persecuted. and hear,s 

their Jll8tl.tied demands, it is apparenttb.at·'8oDl:lt.hi.ng must be"~prie--

attaoking the'. :tssue ot prov1ding reoompense .for a persecuted anCt;"robbed 
.... 	 ..~ 

people. 
;" " 

... ' ..... (' ., 9
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OF JEWISH AFFAIRS 
'~. 

Information Series 

#,1•. German inves't~ts in Latin America 
. 	 I 

.T~e amount of·German·investments (capital) in Latin Amerlcals 
o;t.q'bV~C?1.1S importance. First, because many of these interests are" 
O;l\~~ystill be in ,the handa of German (or disguised) concerns; .' 
se".<;>p.d, because thes.e investm ts re res conSiderable source6f" 
f~p,9-sfcr:possible \l,seas re ara ons 0 the A e However, the. 
e~,~11,9t (or evenappro.?dmate· ecome known, except. for 
S()Jl1et1g¥res released i~ the U.S.A~ 

J.:," ':riie article oh" German investments in Latin America byJ. Fred 
!U..ppy, ~rQfe6sor at the University of Chicago, in The Journal of 
B\l.ai,nes,a.Qt,the University of Chicago, April 1948, is therefore of 
speQlal Interest 0, .' . . . . .• 

. , ....' Accoi-d1ng to Prof. Rippy 1 German investments in Latin America 
, . I. 1n 1940 were as follows (for the sake of comparison, the .third column 

g1ves tJ:le amount of Brl tish"lri:vestm,~nts,'+I:l J.~.~7 ~ ,exc,epj; :tho~re for· . 
',\ 	 s~pping and banks which .totalf9Q,\~12), Z7~j~8:L6':for,.t,he wl?o+e. area - . 


accprdlpg .to' the "Comparat,1ves;taicis;ti,c~f ofBrl~:1,sll Investments in 

Lat'in America II compiled by the South .AlIlerican Journ'aland cited in 

the August'; 1~48isaue bf theWorl~";TodaYl:,::<:>,:: ", '; . 


. O.()u~trY ;. /,,' :,,' . Amoun't ...• ,>:: ::1':.~ .. "> ,.. ' " .. :. " ;Bri;t~/~'h·lnv~stm,ent,s •.. 
::.:.... , . . 'J in: pll+l!,OI1,S; of~1.g.'p1;J.;,,$;![7IiJ;J .... JI~:~lj:Q~,~@d:s: .of', , . ) . 

; ~, . 

. \'". 	 ' ..•. ,.. 349.,.' 136 . 
~,-- .. .·~~!~i;n~.. 5~~' 	 . ,~j.O?l: ., '.Brazil' '.' 206 213 1 3,56 

Chile '. '86.; 46,030 . 
oo'lombi a 	 5 .. .,' q" ~f;l+
Ecuador "·5 	 4,43.:4 .. 

,,'. " 

. P~~~.agU~Y . 3 ·.2~8:~2; .' 
. 'PerU25 27,O~3 
. Uruguay., ,.,4 .4 . .,,9;~ . - . :" .. 

V:enezuela ,3. 	 17".~p~ . 
MeX1CQ"" 36 	 ·~lO,·;~5 .•

"""', <.:;:" 	 ..... , "'1
Guatemala 60.' ,19,0,3, . 

cpstll · Rica 1· . 4',~·~O· 


o.th~r ..qeptrlll Amerioa 3.5 2,589 . 

Cuba , Haiti, Domin. Republic 1.5 27,344(Cuba only) 


969 	 89'7,902 

south Amer1.ca 	 ·8'78 
Central America 	 91 

.The llmounts involved," however important, do not represent the 
full extent of (}erman penetration. To oomplete the picture, 'it is 
necessary to survey the number .01' ex1sting German or partly German 
f~rms. This may be done byaccep~ing the numbers of bla~klisted 
r-trms. 'as 'those &'1' partly' o~ wholly owned German ooncerns. The 

116823 
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I '/flgures are as·follows: 

Argentina 402 ' 

Bolivia 72 

Brazil 254 

Chi,le,29!7:. 
 '. 'c· _.. ~ , 

Colombia , ' . 195 
Ecuador'ol 

, .. ,P~rafguay, ". ,,43~ i 	 , . 

,·iisru.:;·; . . '. . ::85,;" 

·U~gu8;l·73~ .. 

V:ene:zuela 49; .',' . 


·	Mex1:oo ' 124~ . 

GUa,tiemala' '~254; . 

Costa Rica 35 

iIo'nduras,· ' . 5" 1:6 
'l~~',9'fHl8l:gqa"2,o ,~
E,J.!)SaJf:il:ador . :35; 
p:,ti~§:::' '. " : ". 31 

D,omin.Republic 25 

Haiti ·· .. 10 


,,::. ·To ',th1.smust;be ...~ddedthat, by 1940 over' ,1,000 ,:Q,UQpeople of 
. q;~,:r;Jl!.tln .1?lo9(i\·w~pe, :perni~!le!1t r.esldent~ of Latin America and that well 

· Q.ye;t ,h~~~\ q~ tp.+;f3tC)t;~:t,,~a,d,:their, orl,gfn in Germany_ " 
~ ", <,!.,". ,~: ":: r, . .,.:;,~". ~,I.,,~ ....::.:,~> '.,,~~ _>".,_ .~~., : ,,' '~';..~: ... ~ . .:'~\_ ""'. . .... " ': 

.,,' ,;:~'J:'~:>'PRtm4HP:t;he 
'<" 

.piQ.tuI'~,:1.:~'J:s·:~oh~h notinff;that .by 1939. the :'i:: 
,Germane .owed five· aViation companles,<'.1n.,;LatinAmerica; that the ': 
· DeM~y:$:9he:'Lufthansa had sub~:i,dil:a:r1es>fn~~:fifteen cpunt.r.1e's and,Sind1f!':),':',':::> 
· (fat6'Condor in at :~E9as,:t~;t,6Ai';L. ;:the,::iHam'Pu\I~g-Ame:r:i?:oan<Llrie,had.suDsr~J' -:'-~ ) 
.diaries in at least nine and the North German Lloyd in six. Even·' .' 

· Ill,9,l;!eextE3,nsi vewas the Q.errna:n bank business : Banco;AJ.eman, had' nu:;'" 
,in.erp:us.,branches in Six Lat1n', American countries; 'Banc'bGermanico, 
In ..f;our; Banco Antioquena, ·.in Venezuela. German 'irfsurance 'compan1es ; 
tbo,~were active there: Alb1ngia operated in three and Mannhe1mer in 
tW.o.countriesjAachen, Munr'ch,and Allianz also operated":in Latin 
Aruer1c·a:.The Germans also. owned 46 hotels in eleven dlf'f,erent .oount­
rieS'i' ,among them 11 in Chile::, 9 in Colombia, and 8 in 'Guatemala. 

''4 great number of othe~ German firma had a ccnsiderable number . i 
,

cf,.s.ub.s'idiaries, e.g., Schering in 12; Bayer in 11; Merk in 8; 
.AEG'1n 6; Siemens in 8; 'r'elefunken in' 3-4. Thysse'n &; Krupp, Mannes· 

man. &.• S:tlnnes, Deutz, and Zeiss may' also. be ment.ioned', as well as a 

large number of export and import concerns. All in all, the Germans 

had thene. 110manufacturingpl-ants. 


In an earlie;;;1ssue ·of. the, same per10d1cal (Oot'obe.r; 1947), 

Prcf. Rippy published a detailed study on German investments 1n Guate­

mala. Th1..s -study comes to the conclusion that German agricultural, 

ln~u~ltria;]" llle;rcant1le, ins.urance, financial and transport· companies - . 

practically dom1nated the Guatemalan economy and life. 


• 	 -~'" \.~ :; < 
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To: Dr. Kubow1tzk1, Dr. Marcus 
From: N. Robinson 

Re: Rest1tution 1n the Br1t1sh z..-one of Germany 

Attachedpleasef1ndoopy of a report by Dr. Bienenfeld on· 
the meeting held.on Jan. 20• 

. I wrote to Berlin and requested the draft. 
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Dr. N. Rob1nson 
World Jew1sh Congress
1834 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 
U.S.A. 

Dear Dr. Robinson, 

21st January, 1948 


Yesterday the meet1ng on the German Rest1tut10n Law took place at 

the Fore1gn Off1ce, German D1v1s10n, under the Cha1rmanship of Mr. . 


i 	 Hampshire act1ng for Mr. McNe11. Inv1ted and present were Mr. Parker , 
of the Po11t1cal Element of the Control Comm1ss1on1n Ber11n, Mr. Stefan! 
for the Br1t1sh Central Furid, Mr. Brotman for the Board of Deput1es,
Dr. George WelBs 1n h1s personal capac1ty, but 1n fact represent1ng the 
J01nt, I· myself for the W.J.C., Mr. Cavend1sh Bentenck for Br1t1sh 
cla1mants not belong1ng to .the persecuted group, Mr. Mu)ter for the 
Industrial Refugee Comm1ttee, wh1ch represents Jews and non-Jews and 
Dr•.Alexander for theCounc1l of Jews' trom Germany. 

The Agenda d1d not conta1n a d1souss10n of the Br1t1sh Rest1tut10n 
Law to be pub11shed but only the sett1ng up of a Cla1mants Off1ce which 
should ass1st the cla1mants as a voluntary Assoc1at10n 1nthe steps to be 
taken .by, them 1n Germany after the law ..wo:uld have come .1nto force and. 
1nfo:r;-m1ng ,the Fore1gn Off1ce wh1ch fao11,1 t,1es. should be granted to .:t.Q~t, : .,' 
volunta,ry organ1sat10n; wh1ch organ1~at10ns should take part 1n the;". 
conipo~~::t1on of the Board of the newo.rf1:ce.; . what measures are, sugge~,.t.ed·:· 
for: ~ s,'rranglng for the refund of purchase ,.money ,to successful perSe~:)u.:tees';·
how 'the proof of success10n should be 'estab11shed and how the cla1mants 
should be ass1sted 1n trac1ng movable property expropr1ated by .the Naz1s, 
and what arrangements should be made. for representat10n 1n contested cases.~,. 

As you w1ll see from those Agenda 1t was only contemplated d1scuss1ng
how to faci11tate the task for about 30,000 cla1ms wh1ch were already put
forward before now•. Ne1ther the contents of the law 1tself nor the problem
of he1rless or uncla1med Jew1sh propert1es was 1ncluded 1n the Agenda. 

Nevertheless, both.quest10ns were fully d1scussed 1n the course of 
the meet1ng. 

F1rst Dr. Alexander waS allowed to speak and he made a full statement 
as to thenecesaary measures for ass1st1ng people 1n pursu1ng the1r 1nd1v1~ 
dual cla1ms. He ment10ned, however, that the problem of he1rless or un­
cla1med property was 1nter-11nked w1th the sett1ng up· of a cla1mants off1ce 
for 1nd1v1dual rest1tut10n, at least for f1nanc1al reasons because the 
1n1t1al expenses being rather heavy they should be borne out of the un­
cla1med and he1rless assets for the rehab1l1tat10n particularly of poor
claimants. Moreover, it would be too expensive to set up two organ1sat1ons
and he· therefore suggested that a Br1t1sh Rest1tut10n Comm1ss10n formed 
after the model of the American Rest1tution Commiss10n should oome 1nto 
being and should have two Departments, one for ass1sting 1nd1v1dual cla1~ 
ants and the other fortrac1ng, recover1ng and adm1nister1ng he1rless and 

http:sugge~,.t.ed
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unclaimed Jewish property.
,'" 

To this Mr. Hampshire replied that the question of heirless 
property has not yet been decided and waS not a matter of discussion 
for this meeting. The procedure would be as follows. Aooording to a re­
port of Mr. Parker the Political and Financial Element of the British CoJ');o+
trol Commission in Berlin submitted their views on the principles of an 
ordinance to be published to the Legal Element of the Control Commission. 
The Legal Element wl11, within the next ten days, submit the draft ot an' 
ordinance to the Foreign Office which would, witlh1n a fortnight, give
their replies, then the German Laender would be invited to make their 
observations and after that the ordinance would come into force. 

The question was then raised by Dr. George Weiss whether the clauses 
concerning heirless and unclaimed properties would be revealed to the 
Jewish organisations to enable them to make their observations. At the be­
glnnlng Mr. Hampshire-was rather doubtful, obviously influenced by the 
vlews of Mr. Parker who as we know takes the view that in the, interest of 
Gennan economy the heirless or unclaimed property should ,fall to the 
Crown of the German Laenderor a1 least to a general fund for all , 
persecutees whether Jews, Democrats, Communists or other political retu­
gees.I was aware of that situation and I therefore drew the attention of 

\ Mr. Hampshire in rather strong terms to the fact that it was H.I4. Govern­

ment which moved, at the suggestlon of the World Jewish Congress, ~he 

clauses in the Peace Treaties with Hungary and Rumania" by ,which the 

prin6iple was establlshed that there should be separ.ate rehabliltation " 

funds out of heirless ,or unclalmedproperties for, every-' persecuted group'

,and that s,econdly, the ,~ssets of, those" persecuteg. group~Al,nd especially 
i ,'of ,'the Jews should ,nev,er:,t~ll, tothe,;c:r'own oftha, ,resl?;e,c:~.l_ve count;ry. ' 
J because that wO,uld meap.:t,hat ,the asse,ts of the murde~e~:J:;~wswo,ul~,cbe, 

employed for the benefit ~'of. the murderers. Ithough:t"lt,:hardly advlsable 
that H.M. GovernmentWhich moved those olauses at the 'Parls, Peaoe Treaties'· 
and carried these, ciausesthrough should now devlatefrom that prlnciple ' 
ln the' case of Germany. Mo:reover, in my view a German restitutlon law' " 
forms substantlally a part of a Peace Treaty wlth Germany. If a Peace 
Treaty wlthGermany would have come 'about then a draft Treaty would have 
been publlshed and the Jewish organisations would have ,had.-the opportuni'ty 
as they had in Parls, to state their po1nts and make their requests. We 
therefore must insist that H.M. Government should glve the Jewlsh organ1.... 
sat10ns the opportunity ef knowlngbefore-hand the contents of the or­

, dlnanoe not only in respect of Jewish heirless or unclaimed property but 
also in respect of the other clauses of the ordinance. 

Mr. ,Hampshire who waS obviously impressed flrst gave a blnding under­
, taklng that clauses relating to heirless or unclaimed property would be 
discussed With the Jewish organlsatlons before any oplnlon ot the Forelgn
Offlce would be sent to the Control Office in Berlin. Secondly he thought
that there are many points in favour or What I said and he ~uld therefore 
refer the matter to the Minslter for serlous consideration. 

,Regarding other matters which are of importance I mentlon the 

following:­

(a) The Questlon arose whether the Claimants Offlce should be a compulso­
ry or voluntary organlsatlon. It was unanlmously agreed that it Should be 

'. .> 
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unclaimed Jewish property. 

To this Mr. Hampshire replied that the question of ,heirless 
property has not yet been decided and was not a matter of discussion 
for this meeting. The procedure would be as follows. According to a re­
port of Mr. Parker the'Political and Financial Element of the British Co~ 
trol Commission in Berlin submitted their v1ews on the principles of an 
ordinance to be pub11shed to the Legal Element of the Control Commlssion. 
The Legal Element wlll, withln the next ten days, submit the draft of an 
ordinance to the Foreign Office which would, wi:ltl:l1n a fortnight, give
their replies, then the German Laender would be invited to make thelr 
observations and after that the ordinance would come into force. 

The question was then raised by Dr. George Weiss whether the clauses 
concerning heirless and unclaimed properties would be revealed to the 
Jewish organisatlons to enable them to make thelr observatlons. At the be­
glnning Mr. Hampshlre,was rather doubtful, obviously lnfluenced by the 
views of Mr. Parker who as we know takes the view that in the interest of 
German economy the heirless or unclalmed property should ·fall to the 
Crown of the German Laender or a1 least to a general fund for all 
persecutees whether Jews. Democrats, Communists or other political refu­
gees. ,I was aware of' that situation and I therefore drew the attention of 
Mr. Hampshire in rather strong terms to the fact, that it was H.M. Govern­
ment which moved, at the suggestion of the World Jewlsh Congress. the 

!,):;,:L.auses in the Peace Treatles wl th Hungary and' Rumanla, by which the 
f 	 prlntlple Was established that there should be separate rehabilitation 
, 	 funds out of heirless or unclaimed propertles for every persecuted group

and that secondly the assets of those persecuted groups and especlally
of the Jews should never fall to the cro~n o.fthe respectlve country . 
because that, would mean that the assets of the murdered .Jews would be: 1,":'
employed'for the beneflt of the murderers. " I thought lt hardly advisaQle', 
that H.M. GovernmentWhich moved those 'c~auses at the Paris Peace Trea~,les 
and carried these ciauses through should now deviate from that pri~cipl:-,~ , ,,'.
ln the case of Germany. Moreover, in my vlewa Germanresti tution law,;; 
forms substant1ally a part of a Peace Treaty with Germany. If a Peace 
Treaty with Germany would have come'about then a draft Treaty wQuld have 
been pub11shed and the Jewish organisations would have had the opportunlty 
as they had in Paris. to state their po1nts and make thelr requests. We 
therefore must insist that H.M. Government should give the Jewish organi­
sat10ns the opportunlty of knowing before-hand the contents of the or­
dlnance not only ln respect of Jewlsh heirless or unclalmed property but 
also in respect of the other clauses of the ord1nance. . 

Mr. ,HampShire who was obv1ously impressed f1rst gave a blndlng under­
taklng that clauses relatlng to helrless or unclalmed property would be 
dlscussed With the Jewlsh organisations before any opinion of the Fore1gn

.Off1ce would be sent to the Control Offlce ln Berlin. Secondly he thought

that there are many polnts 1n favour. of what I said and he YO uld therefore 

refer the matter to the M1nsiter for serious conslderation. 


Regarding other matters which are of importance I mention the 

following:­

(a) The Quest10n arose whether the Clalmants Offlce should be a compulso­
ry or voluntary organlsatlon. It waS unanimously agreed 'that lt should be 
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a voluntary organisation because it was to be expected in any case that 
the vast majority of the claimants would make use of that organisation. 

(b) Mr. Hampshire stated his view that the claimants organisation should 
only consist or represent cases of claimants either of British nationality 
or at least residing in Britain for all zones in Germany. Dr. Alexander 
pointed out that this was not the idea of the Jewish organisations, the 
less so as the Council of Jews fDOm Germany represents claimants from . 
America and Palestine. Since Mr. Hampshire was rather doubtful whether· 
an organisation recognised by the .Iforeign Office could also represent . 
American cases in the British zone, Dr. Weiss expla1ned that this would 
be quite an advantage from the !ritish point of view 1f American claims 
could be represented.because wealthy people would of course contribute' 
towards the expenses. I myself drew the att.ent1on of Mr. Hampshire to 
the fact that the W.J.C. is entitled to speak for a large number of Jews 
formerly resident in Germany. Of the 570,000 Jews 1n Germany before Hitler' 
70,000 were stateless or of foreign nat10nality and this humber increased 
until 1938 to about 100,000 due to the withdrawal of previous naturalisa­
tions. Those Jews who have claims against Germany are now:' partly in the 
camps in Germany. Austria and Italy. partly in Switzerland or Shanghai
and in other countries allover the world. No reason is to be seen why
those people should not be represented by a Jew1sh Claimants Otfice in . 
London and the corresponding office in Germany. Mr. Hampshire then offi~*-

'. ___ --ly declared that the British Government would have no objections to repre­
sentation of those people by the Claimants Office if it is on a voluntary
basis. . 

(c) As to the composition of the Board the group represented by Mr. -. 
Cavend1shBentick declared not to be interested in the- .ClaiD;lants Office 
because they represent cases notofpersecutees and th~ref.ore are. on an 
entirely different legal- basis•. Mr. Hampsh1re thenraiif:fed.,the question
who would represent the non-Jew1sh claimants because ·he-thought that two 
organ1sations were too expensive. It WaS eventually agreed' that the non­
Jewish claims should be represented provisionall; by Dr. Munster of the 
Refugee Industrial Committee but that in any case·the Claimants Off1ce, 
if it should have the function of a restitution office for heirlessp 
property, should haved1fferent Departments for Jews and non-Jews. 

·(d) Eventually Mr. Hampshire stated he was expect1ng deta11ed suggestlons 
as to the composit1on, the financial means, the terms of reference etc •• 
of the Cla1mants Office which w111 be submitted by the Jewish organisations
concerned•. Mr. Stefani naturally. Was not very eager to have the Congress
in, nor was the Board of Deputies although they did not make any statements 
in this respect; and refrained from ment10ning the Congress. I think that 
this matter will be settled amicably. 

Today I talked With Dr. Alexander telling.him of our intention to 
write to the Foreign Off1ce in order to elaborate the pOints mentioned by
myself regarding the attitud~Of .H.M. Government in respect of uncla1med 
or heirless Jewish property at the Peace Conference, and as to the r1ght of 
the Jewish organisations'. to have the whole matter discussed beforehand. I 
told.Dr. Alexander that I do not want to make such a communioation to the 
Foreign Off1ce wi thout the knowiedge of the. other organisations and he 
even asked me to do this job alone for certain reasons. This is all that 
I have to report today, and I shall not fail to keep you au courant of 
future events. 

F. R. BIENENFELD 

';.. ,! ¥~ '" 
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The Hon. Dean Ache80n 
Secretary ot State 
State Depar.tment Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr.. A.cheson I 

DRAFT LETTER '" .~ ...... ..-; /" 0
..i.l.bGj. 

May 12~ 1949 

Ttl. undersign~ desire to bring to your attent.ion certain facts 

regarding present restitution ot heirle88!Jew1shpl'Operty in tlie French Zone 
, • • f, ' 

at .Germimy~ These facts in our opinion are sufficiently 8erious to warrant . " ; , 

the intervention altha U.S.GoV8~ent.'lhe approach taken bytbeFrenoh 

authoriti.e~. and the ptiLradoxical iniplicatiQns of that approach may be summarized· 

as follows. 

In intetnat1(>nal conferenoes France has taken:the 1,)08ition that 

heirless Jew;.i.sh propetty irl neutral countrlesshouldbe uSed for the relle.tof 
. .. 

the Je~iShsurvivorsl 'j(lHm dea:u.ng withtheB~~ question 1n th8 frenoh Zone':' 
... • "i ,,' ", ",' -,. ,.f'. • 


t ~, \ 


of ,Germany,iranoeha&il'enacted; a'contrai-y policy .a the Frenoh Zone, unles~ 

remedial steps arstaken, the property of'heirleslJ JewS'Whonre wiped out b,­

the Nasis is in jeop~of falling to'the very state or people who destroyed 

these Jews rather, instead at. going to the surviving Jewish. victims•. The french 

polioy vis-a-vis other countries ha's been based on prinoiples of justice and 

equity; in the French Zone of Germany these ,principles have been negated. 
. . 

I. France's reticl indeaJ.1ngwith heirless Jewish pro;eertz found in. neutral 
" '... . .,... '.. .. ........ . collhtrlea. . '. . , . 

France was. a co-signator.)' of the Five Power j,greement concluded lV. 

the United States, 'rance. Great Britain, Ozechoslovakia and Yugoslavia in 

June j 1946. 

Under that Agreement, "in the interest of Justice, the French Govemment 
, . '., 

on behalf at. the Five GoVernment.s••••••••••• o •••are mak1ng representations to 

the neutral powers to. make anilable allaseets of victims of nazi action who died 
. '. . q

without heirs•••••••• France, with the U.S. and the other Signatories, declared 

the pol,icyth~t tile surviving Jewish victims should be aided with the heirless.· 

i 
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property in neutral countries. It was reoognised that the preponderance of 

suoh 'property had belonged to Jews destroyed. b;;r Nazi aotion..ArticleE ot the 
. . 

Agreement signed bylranee SaySI 

"' 
'propojed ·to tbec.neutral powers that ninety-five percent of the·heirle.e 'property 

found in thoe8 coun~ri.B ,shoUld go for the rebabl1it&t.ion aftd.. re8ett1ementof 

surviving Jewish victims o!'Nazi' aetiGns~ ··'fh8·Agreem.ant!wi:mt.tu.rther.:ltpro­

. rtcledthat the beirless .f\uids ·intendedt~r surv;1vint Je1I'ishvio4iUof.Nasi. 
. ' . " <. . 

. act1on nshoUld be made ~vail~b1&t0app1'OpriB.te'fieldorgan1sa:t~on:B~'" . Thus, 

the proce$war8 tonbemadeavailable di~t.ly:anCl Jointly, to the Amenoan 

JewtSh Joint D1s.tr1butlon Committeean4 the Jewish1gencyof r.stine, 'organi- • 
• '. I' • • . '. • • '.. • 

zationsbesttitted to use thesetund.s forthe.r.ha1;)ilitatianand resettlement 

of Jewish viotims ot Genaan . action. It Hence, ·world.-widfl representative Jewish 

organizatio~s were entrusted to use the p~ceed.s ottheagreement tor the benetit 

at JeWish victims at oennanactioDJ andt;il:atunds made.availableaa.. a resultot 
, ' ..' . .'. . .. 

the Fiva Power. Agreement for the Rnefit .otJewa have been tumedover to these 


Jewish organizations for llse,in the projeots approved. 


II. What Franoe has do!,l8 in t.he' GenaanZone und.er' his 8.dm1n1stra.tion. 

A diamet:r1cau.y d1tterentpoliay is being pursued in thei'rench Zone 

ot Germany than was .inoorporated in the Fiva. Power Agreement. In November 1947, 

the French Commanderln.Obief in Germany issued ordinanoe l20,ooncerning the 

restitution ~f despoilecl property, for· the French Zone ot occupation. No pro­

vision was mada to make available heirless property tor the sumving Jewish' 

Ibils, J:nm.••,&8 aCO-Signat.o17 and as ',the agent ot th.etivepowera, 
'. ",.j:~:.."'>~',. 
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victims of Nazism. ,Instead.,· this, property is to go into '1 fta comm.onf'und. (to 


1Iu be createcl), in each Land. ,tor the indemnitioation of victims of Nazism.- ' 


While in the A.greement of June , 1946 France recognized that the preponderance' 


0,£ heirless preperty'Was ot Jewish origin and that not lllore than S% could :be 

, ' 

prel3u.raed to be ot non-Jewish origin, yet in the FrenebZone Franee has tailed" 


to reoognizethe, same JJr:S.nciple.'1'he basic taot. are the, same ill Germany.a , 


Inthe neutral countries. 


It-must be inquired as to,who are ~ ·victims of Nazism" ,in the 

, rrftnol!l Zeme of GeJ.'!lDAn1, in whlcbthe ',"tiWS either ha,ve berm wipacl out aa ele~ 

w'J.re in Germany, or from which the t .. survivors are emigrat.1ng? ,NonAJn1.h' 

victims are no~ proper17thtt benefioiaries ot this ,.1P1sh heirl••s propeny, nor 

aretilere such numbers ot, them in the frenCh Zone u to warrant a division ot 

,even $%,~uohas ,wtAIi' mao, in therive~OW:8r" Agreement. "'''''J CertainlJr the 

'P"P~D4~~ottbe b.aIrl.e,. p~pertyswul(tnot go to, non.-Jewishvict:1Ju., 

'14areover'/' the abeenee of sueb" non-.]ewUh viotbU, nil leave ol!l3the 0.1"111&11' 
", " ' , ',pz:operty, ' 

~das the recipientsot heirle.81almost aU of JeWish ()rigin~a resultYel7 


much contrary to the "j,uatice,and mor,sli tyII which were t.betoun4(1.tiqn. of the 
o . ' , 

,F1vePower.Agreement , 

,In addition,tbeboq 'Jrh1eh istoadm1nister.the, CQlIII10n twa4, under, the 


french Law, does not plaCet responsibility for aanin1stration, in the bands or the 


surviving victims or a representative "organlzation ~st aIdItitted to use these 


.funds for the rehabilitation ~d resettlement.' of JewishvictiinS of German action. It 


'l'heP'renc'bSdJljI! Zone law places ttle reSlpotUlibilit;y ot8dm1n1stration iIi an 

. ., '. '. .. '. . , . 

organililat1ont~ be "crested oreurpowered forth., plJ.UpOse bY,the Land Government." 

,It can 'hardlY' be assumed that the LsndGovernment would ha\fe .gresterooncern for 
,. " ~".; . 

thevict1me of Nazism thartit has f~rits8lt. Partioularly is this so where 


inaction or 'failure to aet Vigorously -will leaTe the Lan4 itselt as the benet1oia.r,y 


of the heirl~ss 'Jewish property. This fact must, have been recognized. by France 


~.BIID8_Si:DxiatJdn_oJtll.l!JDJik'd.la:iRI(A8JllII!H.t"'iHioJ 

......--;.. 
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\~h.~<~da.cp.d1.r"hW ~,,~~re8.ntative, Jewish bodies with this responsibility 

,!'gAde~t·;t,. ;~~~:!~qwer Agreement. Ibe lame conolusions' are valid for the bench 
"":",,,..,:, -J~: ""t'~' ,-, ~"'-' ·,.;.\(l·I.~' -.• ,(;.~ 

Z\)ne as fgr, the;.~~;l'Y;8hw.'~"Il:t;".···· 

~~;}!lHt\ r&a! iPm Jion.¥t ;-e,,-8ib!r ·,!2l\ft!:, oi"'·;~. 
: - . -. . 

.•.~'N.~qttr;l~,.,"ll~ ;P~1Q._;,"tl~...,~qe."~r,,.~geud...1d.Qft·;. be" ~:by the 

Militazo;r Government. and not by the a.rman Land, 'thi~ Successor '.' Agenqisto 
. . - ~ . 

be entit~ ~£~ct~i~~l."IiI~___.;(;f~cU. lJl).,."!~jthe bata.···~ aD7 

Q.f'~,.~.qj;fm8~~,laHp&.lj1'hl~'J"~P~'i~~::·w1;u.,_~ted·u· 

,Su.9~"CP·~tJ_utulat~Il.~·; ~\tfUe\,(i.'J&ll~·..I'teiaB.··.tli'''''x~'''aut 1appo1nted ' 

.,*fJ.".~_sm;:._.J'bt~t.~I1,Jhooe."I~Jlgan1Htr1.'Ji,;>."tl~",,,,,·~lp. c~on' 

.$,~repJ'!es~~..t'v.~f:lh:.;.1'\gIV1aa'\i."';_:')~'.au~'" 'ol'fja'ai&ti;o~·;tto}~:"l.:j 

·~~!r,~F.tm:~e;.!..~:"pt-~~i~1r,l.I.(;J"h-1""~7;f;,.r; ~,,\Ilrt!.k"'iDg,_,th. .', " ' ., . "" , .. ",.' .. 

;w ';~jJ<fi.~ ~·.~,··.·iJa,·;~.i"_,'!it".l.iA~1IrJ;;__~,L,b.id.'~.qn:oper:ty
, . '" -:. \, " .. .. . , . ~.; , 

:AAfj.~j~:~""~,... )_:..~{l\A'·;'''Lr~e''~.'''....!,~.....n(_ be" ':'i;. 

..~~~~~Jl;; ~~P~.;,At'··'<~ih!.ba_:.~n.;_,~$~ by the authorities to .'rep­

resentative Jewish organ1.aat1~".·;{"A~,:.t~_!, ~rgEtl.y the patteJ'rloftheAmerican . 

Zone'~1f. Provision ismadetQrone or DlOre "tn.stoorporat1.ons" to betound. in 

the. British lone fer the purposeo! claiming uncla1m8d andheirl.ess propert,._ 

(Art1eleVIII). The·· British ·1?~~..~!~,i,~~!~!~~ ..~:;~~~:,;!!!de8 for regulation 
. .' . . .t{,'t,\,-;~,('J(~.) v>~:,;,~,:\ .~': i,.:'!}!{~;r~,::.'t~, ':::~J¥~~',:,,~' . 

to be issuedby'the lIilit.y Government for the eatablishment,composit1on and 

scope o;fthe Trust Corporat1on. Ther~ is no 1ndication in tbeBritisht.ne Dratt , 

Law that the Land will be theadBU:rrl.strators of heirless propez:ty in the TNst 

Corporations and it is antic1pit..d"~t{~~':Jj,,~;iji'S··l!,~i~lons dealing with 

Trust Corporations will enable a Jewish Trust .OorpQration to be established in 

the' British Zone to su4'/:ceed to unclaimed. and heirless Jewish property, to be uS,ed. 

for the re11er' and rehabilitation of surviving Jewish victims.. 'there is ground 

.,j.hen to assume that the BritiBh Zone~in tum is coming to the principlseset down 

http:tisht.ne
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April 29th, 19~ 

home 111 Ioak 

fh$.a 'Will conf'1rin thati 'hew will be a ...tlug at ,he IDC offlc•• 
, OD. ~eewq, ,Ma.Y' ,,1949. at :3 P.JJ.,ln 01"u.r to dls_88 ,he follon., ' 
que8tl~•• :' , ' ' 

, 1), :rrenc1rBtihgari a.Jl Gold!ratn( II1rd ate1Jl!f7arad;r) 

, , 2) henCh "~' _stitut!o:il,l,aw ~ ,SuQ~8'l»r Orcan1satlon 

, JBSO-UlI) ,Problems, 

a),lBlPlementat1onof lndlgenqr ~q,uil!'em~~t 
, , 


, " ' 


,b) Internal relatioaahlpa in Cle1"llaJl' 

0) 'Compensation f~1l e1ailDa.nh for samea,. 

4)J,rt~1,.Jo.. _st"tu,t1onLaw " 

'Ihf. ~,~er',v1Ral:1IO'be presents,' the above meetl:ac_ 

l!IIhA.V, ' 

,,', ' 
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COP Y 
AMERICAN JOINTDISTRIBUTIQN COMMITTEE 

119 rue st. Dominique 
Paris 719 ., 

. ,'-, ,~, 
.\ ' 

April 15, 1949 

Paris Letter #'2:711. 

To:AJl)C NEW YORK- Att. Mr. Eli Rock 

FrolluAJDC Pt\RIS - Oftice of, Gem raJ. COuua1 

R.e: OOC/GER/F/52 - French Zone Restitution I.e." ' 

We refer to our letter dated March '24, 1949, 1/2605, and attaoh OOW ota 
selt-explanator;y report established by Mr. Nathan, Rosenberger, Chairman 
of' the "Oberrat der, Israeliten SuedbadeDS". . 

Aocordiag to', thi~'~pc,rt ,it seems thnt the que tion of'th~: Suocessorahip , 
to the,former Jewish,.cQm1JlW1it1es in ~outhBa.deu is ~.plet.ely' solved and 
that all ,formerJ'ewimoommwaal property bas alreaq been returned to the . 
Oberrat With SODB f'e~exceptionB whioh will be settled ill the near future.) 
,~' " , " ' 

We have to s:;ate that the work which haa 'been dom by Mr. Rosenberger, without 
the help of any organization, ism.arvel.lous. ' 

It will nO\lbe up to AJDC ana. the Jewish Agency to discru.ss wbatfurtheJ' 
steps are tq be take,nas to tJ.le' adminililtration aDd the final fate of' this 
oQml1lUDal property, u-.stc»fwh~o~ is not Deeded for the ·purpose of' the Jewish 
9oinmuni't1 v}tich rema:!.md ill South Baden•. 

, , ' 

. Mr. JaoQbson will also have a chance to discuss this m.at.ter whGllhe will be in 
Bad8DBadGD. ' . 

\ . Dr.. Kurt Wahle 
.Atto;ms:r 

http:rema:!.md
http:discru.ss


/ 
, t. 

Implementation ot the re~titution of former JeWish communal property in the 
District :B & den of' the ]'rench occupation zone. according to Ordinance Wo. 
120 ot 11..14.1947 and aupplementary ordinances ot the ,J':rench 111111 t$.17 goverJD'.ll8nt. 

,WheZl ..tbe Orand Coul\Ci1 in the French lou Baden resUJIl8d acUvit;1es .fter 
the collaps8;one of the ehi8t tasks was to gather information regariJ.ng all. , 
t01"ll8J'lewta~ coUamBl properV ill the dietriet. in erdler to be prepared tor a ' 
rest!tuti~ll; law which could be explcted. 

"lib the help ot the Ml1i\&17 Oove:rntll8nt we wished. to ha'V. '\he Cbu4.. 
CoUDOll a4min1ster all Jew1ahGO~Dal. proper" which was held wt4er control. ' . 
'fhf;ahQw81"El1' wo~..not have been a:dJa1u1ble sinee. the IJrani Cou.n.e11, ta the cae. 
0'1 9.' au.baequea,'· 1m u.ader thereatl tuUon law, would appear ..a \be .ela1mant. 
'1'he~foreta. a C;Omprom1aesolutloll.,olU" Chairman. Jba....tM-n Ito88aMrcel".ln 
)'1'81ln11'I,<_. peraoDally entr'p.te' with thsadmtDietJ'atioq .~t thi. prOpSl'.,.•. 
'flm8. ..we hacl also the opportlm1tt' to get lnte close contao~, wi.a all. auth,orl ties 0 . 

~tcu.l:d1T with tbe laDd. regi8ter8. In. order to eeaHh ou,all Jewtllh .pl'Oper­
Ue.whlch had belonged to the coRum,ulal,propertT. At this cccaatoaR .had to 
nO'8, ~t befa.,. Mr•. Iosen'berger took covel" the adJniD1st.raUon ot \hi.s propel"" 
\ho8J&thorl.U•• ill ,ustlon,i ..e. the di.'rict ot~ice. ot the Otfice o.t PJ'Optt~\7 
Control." had. naialwqa d18~ th. dil1genee which cpt have been des1rable. 
Atta~ 1a.~,ottheregt1tut1oD law Mr. lQ8enberger p'",eup ,he a.Ii..m1nll.t...... " 
, tieD ot fOrrBe'l' ,J~W18h colJJll:malproper'T,' anel: the lattal' ,va. JiOWpa81e4 OD .. .' .'. the Ba4en M1:~,tl'T otJ'1Dal1C.~ Div. IV ...> .......... 01'1'1ce tor contJ'Ollecl p:roperv, 

'Frei'burg.,~~a4!rtU,er81iJ'.124. &iue 'Mr. llo••iiberger wfl8alrea.q O"I8l'lnlrdeaed., ' 
with :wo.thJiou/illt~ cIa1_ \e be' ~p8re4 at ,htt GrdClOouna1l. ' 

.',', ' . , . 

~. abaet.· for all aegotlaUoD. 1t' "a9 neeel!JSa17 ~hat the BraDd. Council 
be reooPl_t ",,'thestategov8ftlD8at ae pablle law orgaJd.ma'loni an4 that .. 
c8J"U.tl~aUqnbe submi'Y4to \he elteat that we vsrerecogD!Bed. b7 thaproper 

(;::~;:.fe:!:rlts;::l':O::~i~::ra!:V;::.:!i~:::'~Va!Dw!~~11 

a. lE')w1a"ftltglou8 and. Jevi ah-8()e1a1 a1JsociatioJ18 and foundaUoJ18 ot that 

oo1lllllwt1 tiT .in th8, dlstrl,et, ot $OuthtJ'll :ea:varia. . , 


, ..AccOrding to Orcl.1nance 11,'. 120, the GraB4 Council gat in tOllch 1. writing 
with all present tnrntre of·'tormer Jewish. Cf)mmu.nal proJll'tT. with the request tor" 
a 8t&~ment, w.hethe,~.~.'"~t1t\lt~OJl would 'sefteated volUntarilT. tbat 1s \hI'ough 
a settlement to'becc:ultirm.e4 b~'~1:the restitut10n cbembar.or whe 'her ve ehaal.d 
lodge a. 'ault la.tlt8' re'UtuUoil'!'~..~'berot the proper eo.u.rt. 

In order \O.pJ.'~P.Jr~ ~ve.lua~.:.,,~~, piecee ot.p~perv and to condu.ot the 
l1egoUaUollS accor41ni17. the lnd1vldUa;l,. properties were inspected. personall, 
by our Chairman. Mr. lDaenbel"gt;l". . ';i', ' 

", , 'i'henplla9 ~.cel'" to our l~qulries were dhouned oae by Olle with 
" the Gram Council.:lt it ap~e.redthat t~,pl'esent holder ot 'the proper" W&8 

read,y for all a.m1ca'ble settleJ~Ul', respectlvelT, tor a return on a voluntal7 "bade. 
1 t. Was then cont1de,red et.~!tel'to leave the' property vi th hi11l aga1lU1\ p!iJ.7meat ot 
.8 pu.rchase pJi:ce a 'thi.9\ii~e • 01" to talte,back the prop!) rtT. The tomar vaa 
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done onl¥ 1. casee of property and bulld1DgtwMoh could ItO longer yi.eid 8.Dl' 
PJooti \. ' On the ot~rhand.allf'ormer schoch., 'dw1l111g hoUse., etc. ~ which 
were;· ".11 preserved, were demanded back, ani will be future be adm1nS.e\ere4 
er renteA out by U8. 

'In tl_ ca.aea vbere a re9~1t.~t1ol\ oD a volUil\..q bash. i.e~ \hrougb. 
sett1e~._. approve4 b7 ~e rest~tut1on chamber, wae'net po~~lb1e,we lo~4 a 
guttiritlltllaproper dlstrict (IOurt 01\ ;the bash of Ori1nance 10. 120 aDd it, 
eupp1fui.atA17.ordiDaJlce8. As can be ••ell from the statil:!lt.lca 119te4 'below,. 
111 a4d1~,ollto 66 sett1emeZlh which .were coDCluded 'oyU8 and. colif11'11184 'by the 
J'8~ti tutiloa .chamber., 7 suite were alreaq·dea1del. The other 8Ult.sazoeeU11 
pendJ.Dge·· l,a the sui ta alreM¥ declded,. :reltl tutloZl waB &1".8 eled.dei upo,lJ,by 
the ]le!lltitutioJl Chambers, aDd that to the efrec't.hat "st1t.ut.101l thould take' 
pla~~mm,di:ate17 aM. ~e·~ made 111 the "Grw1dbueh".IIl.DO caseW'atJ a.....,.*~ ret~ ot W oJ'igil18l pu'Cba.ae 1'1108 required.:. since ~se !JWIls. _4 . 
bee~ ~d ln~,'a\,blocka4. accoUDt ant thli'i5,d.14,llOt beesme Pal'" Qf Jewiab. pl"Opilrty. 
na ealGlJlatlon b1 p1'Ofiton tu 0&.18 olOrd. 120 aDd8upplementlii bolD« m8d.e , 
in coilaulta~loawith the Bade. ftnanoe M1D1SJt1'7.l)1". If, Office for o.on\1"(')1184
.ProperV. Freiln1rg~ . . , . 

With :reapect ~ \he 1. oa8ea.Ull .peDdingo we viah ~'_...tioucl iDa\ 
all prellm1Dal7' atepe ~aTe~~reaq'been taken. an4 ibat W1~litF'be DI:aS ~) 
rien our claims ,,111 be pres..d througJt. aat.Uamea( 01' sui' i'88))8oiive17. 

I. order to eoiajiit:'t\8 tbiB SU1"V", we.ball meDlon 'brief'll' tluifo:rmer 
oO_aalp:roperty "h1Cl1.:~ Ollce entered. 1n tbe II ()ruD4buoh11, 1n 'he D8JII8 oltha . 
"Relchavsreln1pDg :der ,.J'ude,n in ~ tseblalld, and which'18 ,U11, entered latM. 
name todlq., but lI11Wld.~ the eontro1, \hat is' admlrdatraUon<otthe Baden 
Mlnls'.,. et'J'iD&l'lc:8, Div.:J1'. Oft~ce for' Propert7COnt..o1,' ,"ibUrg.In all,thes. 
ca.e.sre~tltut1on was arran.ged, through a settlement. between lUI and the lJade-,
1I11'i1'\.,. o.f. fin.anoe, which; settlement Was 1"8copt"! br the restitution Chamber. 
Thep"p8rtleBue:,:agaill In:GQP'HJ.eS~lon. . '> . .." 

< 

, 	 .... . ," J~f;';;"'·'i,.:"""<· ." '. . '.: 

In geae~::;lt ~ be 88.14.01 the proce8S of reet~tu iOll ot to:rmerJew18h 
eolllll1.1.nalP1'Ope~l' la"aden (FretiCh.ZQIl8) that It. goeaforw&J'd. without d1ft1~t7 . 
and that th8 iBdlY1d.U.d. d18'l'lo' .u.rt. haD41eOur_se. as quickly as JDalble. 

, 	 • • <. "'~' .' ' , 

J'11!all¥ wl)'.v1th ~ :reJDant that t., prom.pt ,ettlament ot restUu,~lOD 
_twl'Sl,' due, ch1efl7 to the tact that 811 ~I'k for that, purpose 1. 1181'1\1 
dou independently b7 theO..and Council,and JIO de1qe thl'ougll third partie; 
are thus caused, 

../a/Batban losellberger 

Belti tutioD h be oldmellfort 

""'t02 pieces ot,J1lOl!!f\l . 

of which were settlei, 

66ft items bl wq of C01llprom1a8 
1 1te.me bl SIll t alrea.d1' termlJl..1. ted 

is', ~lts still'pending , . 
14 ,cae.s .DBt. procee:.ed thus tar. to be sub­

. ...,;...,-0 	 .ndtte4 ..\1hOrtq 

. ··102 ;pieces ot,proper" 
. :;'-!"-':.l~..:",..,.,:::: -.... " .... "".:' •. '_ 
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MEr.1QRANDUM 

• 
TO: Messrs. Ku.rt Gro ssman 

Maurice M. Boukstein 
,Euge.ne Hevesi 

. " ',"
From: Eli Rock 

Re: French Zone' of, Germany - Restitution 

I am sending you attached copy of aHetter which we have recently 
received from JRSO headquarters in Germany, in connection wi th the above 
matter. I trust you "Till find this self-explanatory. 

ER:AU 
Enc. 

The Joint Distribution Committee receive. its lund. in the United Sloles through the United Jewish Appeal. Outside 
o! the United S'ole., the Joint Distribution Committee 'ha. the octi•• cooperation of the South African Jewish Appeolr 
Unifed Jewish ReHel Agencies, Canada; Centro' British Fund, Organizotion Cen/tol de Ayudo, Argentino; Comites AuxHiot 
do Joinl, Brazil; United Jewish Ov...ea. Relie/ Fund., Au.tralio; Joinl Rellel Committee, Mexico; and olhefl. 
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1~ 	April 1949 

Mr. Eli Bock: 

American Jewish Joint Di stribu t:t2Jl Commi t tee 


~;:Z10 Madi son Avenue , ",-,. 


New York lp~ N. Y. 
 • 
Hq. JRSO lif.Y. Letter #79 

Dear Eli: 

The Paris conference of the 8th 3Ild 9th clearly revealed that the 

operation of the French Zone restitutionla1l1 is a lovely mess. Apparently 

the French law rovides that heirlAss property can be claimked by either 


1) 	The Chief Public Prosecutor (Oberstaatsanwal t of e~ch land), 
(and no one knows what if anything he has claimed); 

2) 	 The common fund which is supposed to administer the assets ac­
quired (and no such fund has been est8blished) t or 

, 3) 	 A legally consti tuted organi zation of Nazi .victims (and no SUCll, 

organi zation has beenrecogni ze'd or filed any claims.) 

In 	addi tion to this the filing deadline, expires in 30 days. 

Every one seem;::d rather de~perate but no one Was very clear as to, 
what the real facts were or What action Was required. The JRSO had receive d 
prior assur"!.nces tha>t the French Zone problems'were being competently handled 
by the United Restitution Office and the EDIVA (French Axis victims' associa­
tion). The ADIVA I discovered was a French organization with fully 12 mem­
bers and no funds.. Their leader, a M. Hertzfelder (formerly of Germany) was 
animated by good intentions and fine spirit but little else. The URO repre­
sentative, in Baden Baden. M. "iaxmann. Was apprently crying in the wilderness. 

Another interesting feature in the French Zone i9 the fact that some 
, representa,tives of the Jewish communities are abou ~ to receive the return of 
all co mmgni t l' property in their regions. This waS indeed an achievement for 
those representatives but they now face the pro:tllems of ad.'TIinistrating sev­
eral hundred pieces of pro:r:erty '.011 th a handful of old and tired men. This 
happy prospect has already brought forth calls for help. 

I don't know if we can salvage the, French 8i tuation. \'Ie sb..all make 
an effor.t. Both Jacobson and I pla,n to visi t the French Zone 'tl!thin the nex,t 
ten days. 

'He shall keep you advised. 
Sincerely yours, "I'J'htJ39.L 	 ..... 

J3ENJAHnr B. FEFElfCZ. 



Memorandtlll'l 

TO, Dr. N. Roblnson 

I 

-
llIft.cloae4 plea.e .fln4 COW of latte.. from Mr. !4aaon to f.fr. l'took. \oge\hel' 

wi th the dratt of Implementing Regulation h. U1lder Law '59. prepa.zoe4 'b7. Mr• . 
Maaon. Bo\h ehould be treate.cl as conf14eDUal• 

• 
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otfiee ot MUi t8.17 OOV'e1"lmlellt of Ge4"~ 'U.~.) 

: ..... 

Legal »t1'181a 
A.PO 7*,,2 

Mr.• Ell Ro_
Am.ric.- Jeia' Di.trl'buUoB Comit'e9 

210 )ta.lhcB Avea. 

S"" te 800 ' 

.New Yt.)1'1t 16. .N~v Yol'k 


De8,1' Jll, 

ht0J'8t &:law Cll.tty 1 aBowed ., 4hn of t._ Degalatlcm 4e81~t1ng'b.e ; ....aol' 

OrggaisAUoa tolockWell. Ie 'ho~' it was ... '00 v.4.partic\\larl.J'polDt 6-- . 

wAioha1lthol'lQ" tb.. G.:eJUIi••tOIi '0 ia.pee' .aUPI'O,-"', ,\a. JJ. confJldersHlevant. aat1 

PO~B'1,..,.1"i.. tbe 00lVl1$..... to "J'la. in ... ,.rs....l .8 ~, .. l'eQaSMvlUl 

'U.li'aI'J'Oo"e~. -11' ...~q e. •...,U,. ...'"l. He &180 41ft.-' _cae wly \be e .... 

$.'a".1.08 .1bnl4 ,baY-f... '1'IUl.~ta.,_,.,.~ .At Jto...l1•••~U_t.J:Ia,t_ 4ra~' 
'alOild" 41se..._ 14\11 ft...... OIl" .t.epl. 11ft... Mto... ltelq$howa '0 Ct..,.. X. .. 
a.pe_no' tomeaUoa .U·at.\he l'I'~..., ..... -. I .... Uu4 ....'"'ri...... of tbe draft 
an too \mHI.4 U4 -lUd.. OIl .. G...all of '!l•• _ ....."08.. 11 aeoela...,.. '~.W8. 

h1, .t1ll-'POr' .. ,he_a 1..... 18 too 1..".* ,. ,,"pa.r41... . 


1. outlia$4 \. ~.be Gaeral t. al,.,,_ .laWatlllI1f1'01'l. vim.. .'i.o.te:oepart__' 
Illlppft'Yal .$l'itl ".~D' 'l'ti6l" of '-be wile'" I.... qtpeiJlte4 au' ,he '~. t ... a tUCk 

- 4~l-81.olll 111 na"' •. ' \be ..,.t ftllllC ,ie.t9., X••dl he ha4 al.~. ~'o04 Wa.. .Dep""­
_a\'Valllnot ill_H.'''' SA tae ,.8,10n.l tald. 1 ha4 to"ot'" a 0811 frOm ""Yolk t. 
·'~hG tttfe," tm\\ .~' boaka\alr 1ICt~ 1f ·p<?*ttlblelut.-aHllt lj' 0" ~. -rm....·· of Me 
U.. 'to tit..... ~ _"e,...~BIIi"4Ae:,plftJme4 oa 1iJ'.v~ng ollq two d.-ltpotl..llile 
ana of .oua. woul4bes te~.. t):a,. ra~1Ia' .,woul4 @hilJ , •• , to ••• , .. ,"'~',auul 8'Q(iJl­

p,t. ~kiet tbe.I•• ce' til ,... \11'" bill d thel...t\gGU 'h,1ldi••. a,sa14rnt-'r . 
.Wi.ttaU,. t.bathe a0tie4· '.III.I,.;of Uut 4elecat1on would. :Up, ~o_.. 1 sald. 1 w'Gl4 J 
Hoommend '1 t beltmUed. ,. the t11:adti'8 l4'h u.e ilQ8$l1tle aMi tiOR Qt. 'WarbVCaII(iIVA_' 
Levtnth&l ~I' MQ. 1Iowa.tma1. Jfe $aid t"" eva 'It he' e&mIot; .ilI. ~ .P"e~l" Ito :.\ 

I

would cheek. O!l ,bG,'J""''' of ' .. OOlllDleal...ant a_" '" had •• 'be ••,tle«. '''''_q«l. . " . ~. . . . 

I ,ulu4b1m a.~~" ....po••l\lUtv of applyl~ ibe Be.UtutiOit. taw to \ae _ ..aaa 

.eoter.,fte laid ~t'$;Dlll~ Dot at the ~~_, n•. as the qiUl4J'l1'l\~Uh 81t_Uoa was . 

t.oo delle.'..' '. . . 


_,_J 
"f' 

'trill t" to w~rlt Gut .e_ agftmllGftt 1. t .... lutX' ._or BOOIl the de('Ji6lleU.c 
1'.~t.hm. th$ aettllig 1l'potthe Bo.M'd $' ~fPI _ l'!.r9~.~i_ on vell~. 1 (lo'O" 
think lto."all. llLD41 " .. Il:' t •• f~'l' a~t. \tu,8f.ll.ll'uum't 8... hla Iwld 7-'- It 
tb.e ,~ ~,. IU1 o~pe.'_lt7. he lIl.' &utt.1 t tt C1. .~ethl.«alo~ the 11.•8 of 
rq ..\1'$It eu, a :p.POJlO"~l of ,_ orglltnhQU.ot'1~. 

http:1'.~t.hm


Win. MI.Ll'lAlJ Gu'll1UlM.~ LAW 80. 59 

JUu!lg""SI 1M A...ntmlAl af 
_'.'.,••W.O,..Dl'p.U•• 

~~t to Art1cles 8. 10, 11 8Jld 13 01 tiUUeJ7 GO'98J'1U!leat Lev Jo. j9. -aGS'''''''' 
tloDofl4eatlfl~l.proper"·.lt 18 b$rebF ordere4 a.tolloWSI . . 	 , 

I.DtI~A§t.iM of .....'Ull ~IU1.fQXhv&s" Baldi.,.. VItAli-A 01' 'Q"P"'W.
hiPUR . 

III 01'4".. \Olmpl..., U18 OlJ3ffCtlvel of t_]leatlt",ioll La. u4 01 '.be Goeapatton 
the lent!_ ••'''',,,Uoa COlimlasioD: (hefti.tter fJOIlet.t..._ nternd '0 BG tho COmmitU.lo.D), 
It non-p,..ott, "I'pOr19.tlOD taoorpOftt. UD4el' the M_"••1&1, (l:eJ'.pe1'etionLaw of the a,.,. 
of ile'lll tOft 01 \he Val'_ States of America 18 iuan., 8p!;lOl.te4 'he, SUCC.!I,H~nr or~nlB"'" 
tioD to Jedell pnpel't, pWeuaa' \. "1"1018. e. 10, 11 aM 1) otMtlUsl7 Goveruaell' 
.Law So. '9. A COPT ot tbe can1ft.oate of lncol'pOr8Uoa end 'he 1y-ta..,s of ihe (lommi8aloll 
are, attache4 'here'o at! A~Jld1% A. ' , 

1I. lIttf,WU••£la14•• ~ 

For ,be 	J.,,'wPos..- .t·· 'Me p.,gQlation. 

1. 'ewi.Il;Pl"OpmF 8~1 1.••1\14. \hft!>ftpeny, 1"1_,. amt ia,U'eets .of Inlara 

IndlY14uale and 01 I."isli GrpalhUou. 


I.. '. 2•.. A'~fI'''".'.-. abU, -.c._14.,d-'. be,. aJ'ew1s. 1.JltUftiual·lt ....'vl\llea )0 I,....." 
l~)) 	u4 a MAy 194J _ WS8 sv.lJ.1•.,tea '0 .pen.euo.,. _aaues OR ,_ 1"'cnaa48 that he .... 
8 lew or of ,he I.wish race 01' rellgloa'.," U' he va. a mesHJI' of a elass of 'P8I'IIIOm4 
whJ-.n was' tG 'b.. 1011Illlaa""'" ,he ou'val aa4 eotaolDio U t. of GeIllWiJ' " ••QRI'e~ 

. hlc8a ....th" Ot.,. or$be,ifti'DAi,P OD ,he tp'OtU&4e of t.be Imall race •• nlllt.8 ., .... 
memb,,.s of tbat clue, ~4'" hovevel' ~,_ 01' bele..e)O " • .., 1,:),) tu 1:1141 vl4'Gal 
.hed no' 	publtc17pl'.fessed eaotb.eJl' "Ugl... u411ucJa -peteeelC1A bad. .e",1' be_ rayob". 

,. Au. oJ'pahe,U.oa s.ball 'H eoaet_ret a I.",. 01'~ni8a.loa. 

) a. 	 1ll'iB'ofeusa4t. worsMpP'U'lIUn' to the Jewi,b ftl,Uh 01' to \he a4minlsa.' 
trlltioa of ,he JeWlab oom1llW11 'I" .01" " 

b. 1f l' _0 maint.alned 0'" ot I.'!fisb. CO__1", fuI:l4!!JI"OJl' 

, 4. 	 U' aEl Ii lB!"ttOJ" ot taet the Oftl"WhelmlDg me,3oft t7 of the memben wre JeWish 
lndlvtduls ami 11 tM-~:f~l'lhm.UOl\was dJasolw4 or t,ree4 to dl890l.. tor 
tM' l"tweon. 
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.'mia) or~alt~~UO.a l'.~dAlecal 1nl~lt.Y f)l..t 911;-;,11 h(l,!~ tM .'(\.tM o.t Nl Ol'dt11Sa\1i:lD. .'
accnelt.G4uy the Commt:D"s.....1ii-C1't!.t)f"'. !NJ'O~fHia C"m'Uf~,n4ft tI. :5. Antt \a.Hl1'l8f~." ref.rred ' 

'. to d 0110.1) to fa,Oill tate the aftom~llahmMt of tile ollJeotlvee ot ,he OOev.paUOIl. It 
I shaU e~"i7 ou, 1\,8 aoUnUee aa lUlthon.ed Q84 hflGl:re4 ..". Us _"lfloat. of 11l001"­

I poratica Im4 »,-.Lawa. fhe 00_181.'1011 \411 OJ8J'6te la ..eo .. wl'h IIllit&17 "pla­
ttone. B~ao..al 1... aa4 ~111'ar.r &overameat aneo'mentl 1. t 1~ the UD1~ $'atee 

, Mea, of Con'"l. fhe OOlllUtud.ODW1.11 not 'be GlIbl"' to epeclna flI111.'aJ7~".,l'tI.!ilell' 
d,1reotion in "card. '0 ita 1'O'\lUn. aotlvlt1ee. but OlMOllJR reaenes 'he f'1sh' to revoke' 

, , ........... PMted, blJr~la '" tbe C0lllll8doa ,. tA, ."., that he 'e&llIs th. Co_i.eion 
to have 't'lol .. ,e4 \he 't,ena ot 'Ai8 r~_aU.Il. 

2•., !b.e OOlmili••loa abaU •• _ euua1, ftpe,.' oa U. "'_l'aU0I18 to CutOiJUk. 1J.'h.la' 
nJ)~J" abAl1 1»8 mad. ftot late,r thea 11.,...". of eA. ,eRl" eat 8hall eo... '-~l'lo4 
lrom 1 J'tUllIal? '0 )1 ...._r ., 'the 'p"''910\18 ,ear. f_ tlr" ",pori shall" "'.fated. 
notateS' ,hea :r.,1"W41'8 1. lS4Y. . . . . ,. 

,. the 8oam18.1oa thall '-,. ie_A 10 lie a -.Uoaal of , .. tJal te4 $ttlt~8 of Ameli.a 
I ,reSiding ,.Ge.....,.. ~1'4~-I.•• 10 l.~ ~, '.-'111'1lJ7 Oovel'llllea' Ie" 
I ••• 52 shall. 'be' applicable ,. 1'. . ';

. ' I . ~,.' " , '. , 

..,. ... ttloe of 1'2'0»$1'\7 nctelve4 .... , .... Oomml.81. UDd..' I!l ,eUUoa tor ....aUt.. ; 
tieD.ball be 4eemea ,0 "._ .~" ut, of ~riy 4W1as Use Ume it """11.0 1. ,_ 
;po.seStitoD of 'he00lBlld,8atoa.· . 

, .

'f» to' the enea' t.bat ttl.,. 'be at....,... ,. '.a'10. ,be CoMl8e1oa eball ••~ 
leaD' tile aruae Hull'_ n4 ex.emptl0!l8 fiS ,be .a' favo", mas ol~". 

, ' 

, ". 6.' '.eM COIImltaaloa aa4 .... &1ltbonll... 'P......... _ ,t. ltt'IWl eMil haYe' lbe .''''.~l. ,. i.epeet a11p"»eI''F.aa4to :,lI1BP.O'.COPY AIl4 pM__.tat all 48C'.aai'.... 
'NooMe Uecm814era' l'e1&".. I... \he' lift:,.io pHifonaUe efl'.'uk.· This ,autkor1. 

" 'shall lnclu4e the pnpen,o. , .....,. aac1 ...eoat41 ill the·cuto6i' oIIUll'doi'OO"...... 
'.' m.i-eDept thoe. claaaln" oODf14eaU'al 0"- bi/f:he ....... d« those he14 ., 'ble GO.... 

t .ronl1)'1 hell_geo.. , .. __bbJ'tU••• byOoVh .. aa.4 Jiotmea. -'., ~e .C.t.ral-I1Uq 
- Agency. '1'he Oea'ral 'iUq 4,.., aWl. OIl ~, of the .OOllmJ,8etOfJ.,rilquln ,AOUG,..0" former !laUe" of _ .....ted. lowlsll,pn:tJ9.'" to 811.1t.'. 'tteOeatralftl1ag APR., 

all 40c...'8 pOrtain!.. '. 'he "q'Qte'''•• a4It1D1et...t,oa 01' eClle ot la14,...,perty, ' 
R••~ompll8BC. shall" repa.", t. _. appn'pl'lato IllUIU7 Co~Il' atat.hoF1U.a aIl4 
ahall be ~ieaable 'QJI4e1' Milltair tiO~tONJ.aa...o. I •. Article 11, pa.:tacRpb 3'. 

17. !rae OODllliaaloa .,. ••, ...11. ,... oltl....... _..... lato iAe1iAlt.a. 1'8_. 6Iea 
oIOOB,,.l e." pers.aMl ....t IIH9' J1eq:td... . Ol~CJlUa "aenBS Me _u..,.,. •• aon'nl 
tOl' aecvltF ~se8 the .t.., 01 such porltw.lal, an4 their coat11l\184 pJ"f!eebOe 1. 'be 
area.·.' 

'b., ;provta.e sw.taltle living aeeomodflttltml fo. C~l ••lOap.I'I\'IOMel. 111 aoooJ'4eaGe 
. w1$h replaUone and ,celee :p1'f!}8erl'bed \7 Clr{CIUJ for ciVilian emploTef)s. 

fA ~. f""'\ f""J '.I 'j"
'j 1"'" ,.... vU'1.' . 

http:tiO~tONJ.aa
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rrr1fllen' mut 'be 1n Vni tGd St..,.s 4011ar8. )'or tfie plU"'pOse of this .Regula­
\ioB tae ten ttCouies1on pertumllel ll refen to AmenOM or Ua\,~d. titate, 
pel's...l ot 'he Commia81oa ntoNl'e4 olltd4e ot h,m..,.. ....:?~ - ", •. 

..\there poeal'ble. pronto Oomml881onperlJonne'l Wlth aec••s tc oeeul,'laUa 
athol'lV 1188$ea, su3••' t" Jarmea' __ iadlvl41mls eoncefte4 or to retm­
'burlemeet·.." Uw Commi~8ioD. or, l?I'o'9'148 'InUIt ratlaDs for 'stde to the GOlD­
als.1.- aB41w.rlts peraoDnal, '. 

4. 	'p",,148 a.U Cemm1saioD pertOl'lJutl wi \h aCee•• to Jlost p,eb.eage1!l. sal.. . 
8tO"8, lauadry. 417 et.~J'lll\C an.d. abo. ropail' lu8\,.llaUona, M'l'IS$B d4. 
nor'-'lou). 'BelliU.s OIl t.lte~am. \)ash u4 aujeot t. the I~'''' , 
reetnou .... et t"os8 applloable to 0lv11iaD eap!07ees. la like ,,'e.tWJ, 
., ~ ~cupa'10. au~orl'Vl . 

Etc. i'l"ovide to' the 81Ift••t pftctlea'ble, .eo••sarr PO'L I\Dd epar" parts tor C.- ' 
818.1•• "hiel... sub".., .to dftMe papn, 81' NJmlnal'8emeat .'ba' t~ Cora­
1Il••~oa. torfJlllOl'tedlts.. NI4 ..,l,... lavolvtlllJ the eTJIGIIl4tt.\U'$ of app­
rOpthte4 f.u. to the eata' pe8~,U.ie pJ"O'ri.,iOD tol' spare ]>U,a aad' 

·repal;' It_vlll ... , .... Q.eI"BlR6o'tU'Oeaa 	 . . 

t 0 'pl'~n~l4ct 1Ia1Il'e~e 'facttUU•• tOI' Commledcn .ebiel.a.:auoa~.te..", 
. Wi u. to Ute "" ••t praoUoa_le. 'beprovl44l14 tr_ G....a sOJiJ'_e. tlb.8n
main'."". 1. vl'OVl...... .. ,he .OOl'fllld..81oll tnra aeurcee lavolnDgexp$adl i .... 
0" aWl'OprlaW ttia4a aub malDtellaDfMt 18 cba..gea1)18 ap.luet· 00_1••t.8' , 
"l.~"D'1 . 

,fl- _~_~~!!.ebar.,p,ovt.. to. ot,tlelal Commtadoae.liat'eaUOD·'••ll1tl88 
,.....--~~- wi \blD.'he Vat... s,.,...ANa of,Control. topth... Wi \b appropia'. 'pl'l~ 


ol'lU••• ' 'llteea 180111\,.. will inol•• teleplaou ....lea\(OD8 a' all, 

O~~a$loD:offl_ aIld l.stelutione, . , 


h•.•"thol'l•• the use of ~ AJI'f1JI' poete,l eervlot;t u4 '11\&80 fa.s,UU•• llay . 
Co_t9810B pe"8ouel as 18 lll'ovt4EMl fOr the ~cUpa'lQJ!l ;peraellUl and 80. 
J••". 1l1t.e 1'\11•• aa4 felllla"_. lWeeCJ'1"" \)y \.tie eo"'lIi!ju.\Uoa. a.~OJ'lV • 

. lnaldq anll 'Me matl Pft'll1epe vtu DO' 1). altol'detla ' 

1. 	prPtte wl.ta.~ e-.", .. ,tie Goantes1oft rail 'JleaepoptaUoJl .f~e1l1Ue. 
Vi_hiD the v.at'-" .'a'•• ·..... of Con'"l t•• ~181oll P~7 alIA,..... 
souel ell .ttletal ,..,..... h .. 1eavepurpoees tulUti.s Will 1). 'pR- . 
vUMat_ ••• \MIs .. t ... 01Y111_,.ftOtmel .1 ,1Mt.o..u_UOaf_ceaa 

'.,. . 	prOvide•.oft .. SQ8 lIaale BS forclvlllaa perRonMl of the occ\1:patleD 
tONe8.med$.ul. d..'el, _Spi'at .t buna! flltOillU •• tor Commia.loa 
·peftDJUlel. . 

'1., k.·· eotldtUshla' coaeultatlion wU,bthe Comml!Jdca,eellin". of a_lJer. of Do.m­
!dado. ~noMelto bep$l"'mltted. la the Vaned $tate8 Area of C011tl"Ol. 

1. Oommlesl.c.n peril10ftnsl abe.U be 81l'b3"' to HUU.". OovertUi1eJl,taw 6l\d. cevts 
for otfenBea eomnd."e4 .. tbeJD.ln tn.. 'Urd'" a'e'ea OOC\tpl8tt a"'fi. 0011­
~8BloD perlon_l ehel1 have 11l general the sama pri'tilegas a,nd: 1~1Uee 
a,9 Ct,viUa. -it107fl•• of the OGCllpaUOIl to.... wilo an til t.be It,meetatu•. 

..\ " "" ~.) /" 4 . ..It, 	 ,. ~ 
.... J.O () ':t .. -, .," ­

/ 

http:tbeJD.ln
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/ 


'- 1$ ­

e. 	 ,be 88CUpaUoa auU1orlt7 8Snmee .. n~lu'iel "Ul'PQDdlJUiQ' for rtek. 
S.1l~" OJ" 4.oatb MC\DTt.q \0 Commission 811:01.,..... ' fof' e.D'I' claim arlB­
lAragalD8' Comm,ladcm, a:P1oye.1 0" ".'8 "U'J8P' 1a GJ 1a ",hlah the 
.eeawlag ...thol'l '7 -.1114 be liable ..... exlatlDtr re~a~1QIUj. 

!ld.a replatt._ shall No....tfeoUve Oft _____________ 

:~. 1 	 < ..' . 

,' ..... . 
,',,' ',' . 	 ',' 

• 
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Memorandum Regardiag Certa:1D. Problems Connected. vith' 
. ~: 

the Restitution Program in Oennany 

~~~~~;~.~h~ "".•~~~io•.~~.a,uo:tbatdat••• h~we~l"'~~"!'b,e1" . 
ot',p:r~bl~;;~~~,~fj.~~tIi ~." ~nneQtioll with eertaiJiasPeob' ~.;.theret\lti,tu'i,~ .pr~ 

g1"8I!l' in .G~/~j~,,~~: re~'~e .. not8~il~~et6fi11·reSolVedi·· •The.rotl~#~~~."· 
. 1Il8lltSt and',r,equAA;ts ·,l~re. r,espeottui17 'Sub~tt~:re~'ard1ig these ,prOble...··.,· 

. , " . ,.,:,., '.' '" ";. " ., 

••U,onot,.J.~,~~.,~~~Bat1oD repres:entat1ve of i ewe 'thrQuPo1itthe~p.~ldas ,t,t,.8 ,:l. 
',~." '. '.";.'~;·.~,~:I:,:',;:~·,':"i :'. ,..,•... ''. ... 

.;Blic~.essOl" ~,' ,t.h.$;~iewi'h. heirless ~Uncl~~ uiedP~~pertyft,.,GemaDy.ha8'b.eli a~... 
l 

. .·<·:~':.";.:~:·,:;C:?\"',:;;,; '. ',; ....,,' ,.,'. '....... ' , . "." '. "':,,'. ,?"I~{': .1 
:{< 

j88t of ;d1.craBaq;,Q~:"for~st a 7eal" and a half and' wBseon.si'dered at qo;tJi,ot'"the .. 'I 
! 

, " '-. "'," ';:';::~:~-:':." -,' ,,i."~ -. "'. ":>-'", ~-.o::'" ' '." ,""'.',-," ' .. :'.::..,.i,:,;.,.,. ... I 

I 
I 

" 

ber 1946 .8114. ui';Octbb~r 19470 '. ·Ia.a~ditfcii;"it\ias'··th~' SQjeet:ot': diIlCUS~10~"~~';, \. ~ 
A 

': .:', ': :,·.:',t:,>.~,:':'::·· :,(}:',f.'\ '::':.f;,':'. "~\"" '/:.. ' .,' . ,> • ..' ", . ,. " " • J 

).118~~'~~,~~f~.~".,~~·loaJ.,;~,~iA.s1.wtSeQr.t.#..i6i~~.;~~B. 11" 

~'IUlir~~~ ..P~£l.~~·.~. Saltzmann oDAUgUat ·if~:1941~··"fi1alJ;.;eftp:·~se ,dt8·fi,tua~lpils, 

!:'.' '1;'.' :,. ' { .: :,' _'.','?:.l,'~/' "1:'> ,'~:~' "::51," '. . '. > '>'" ::::'. "':i: ~~'1" ,:,',~, :' . . ,-- _," , ',' " , . :,' ' -":" ' . .;:;..:.: . . " '. ,,: ~".:".:. ".-:'," ", ': : .;~.,~,,;\ :':' : '~"" , 


~~;,~tt~.·,,;;'!~~,,;.b,!~·· ~ .....~~~~. agreementr'egardfngthe ·aceeptabU:~~.1n·P~.1B()~p~.:~>of


;{~.~,~,,~w.,\¥~t~n~ ;/; , '.' " ;' .~;. .:.....'. <,; ,,' '.
.c,· 

" ~,: :'t,.: f~~ ,;~ > 

l~::rD\~~"~~ii~~~:~j;::;~ 
.... a~:~~t;~t~m"lIi4u" te s..oratl!l"1 or state ~shall on!l.-4t);1!~~·(. 

supp1.1ent~y).~ ',,,~Seo~etal"J" of State Marshall was sent0nl~!~r ·l~.j 1947.) . 

. ,', r~t" ,:,_,,\., t" ~~~"'-!.. '-,;:,~:;,:' ,:' . .- , " ',' " , : " .' ' _, . ':';l,77<::.':: : ":' :' ',:, ,:', :'" " 


S1a~Ei that d8;~'th~8 .bas been no detbdA"4ve. aotion· oD1:.heapplica1t1()n.A'.;~.ne .
::1" '.;. ,', ....: <' . ' , '-. 

" :.. 
"', '<~' 

'. '., " 

/ 

/. 
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. pOll\'t. the &;ate Dapertmant 1adlcated that the reason tor the delq in approval 
'.' ~. . , 

01' 1lb.e Res:t1tuttoaCol!l!ldssiOllv8.s .based on the non-membersh1p ottbe Germ8a Jewish 

Geme1.riden lathe'CODDDisslO1l at that' t.ldIa.fhis Gb~"tlon'"as subsequenU;ymet 

by.·re~eipt 'ot.lnfoi-aatlon· frOm Germall7 that theGameindenbN~,'.XP1"88fJ&d. tnlJ1r sa~ 
port Of.' the:leW1ah .Rest1tutlon . Commission s. the orficlal·su.ce~6or orgardza-" . 

'. . 

. tloa~' had'dedpatect ~hree iliaotors to serve 'OD the Board or·th~Je"'lsh:a8-
. Btltution~88iea. 

, , - . ". '. 

h.VJ:ew; of'~$llE)eeQer )1, 19#3 dea6Uine date tor 'fl1iBg cla~suiider .:th.!~ 
.stltu~~ l~';"i~theUrUted States Soubof ~, it 1s n. evidelit th!at'~arli 

. . , , '. 

','" .' I 
, f: 

utilatlav fer a Sueeessor orgaDizaUoll. 113 to have 8D7. ettective' nielmba.·::fhe . .. . . '. ' ,. ' ' . . 

;taalt&lo'r:·~~stigation·.·~ tiling alone, ~re of ·formlldable .. size and~genti,:;.re-.· 
-', ~.: q\d.re'i"~~.t..<aotJ.oa by theRestlt"~i'Qn Commissloa in Germ~., fhel:~~'<orw" 

. ,~ ..:("..>·'.'I.iti~~~:· ..... :'.:..'::',,' l.'· .' •....', ;;.·~j;.fw"~..• 

·l·::'·.·c'g~.at1ons:tlieretGre ·re8Pecttul.lj".:',r.~qu.~et 1911 to take' apPropriate s.tepBJ~~I;Ie- . 

. . ". '1vJ I-lfl:'~~:/ ...••.•...•...• . .•.. ••. '. ....... ..' ". .. . ..,. "'. 


.~. the 4I1Oe~&te l"eClosnition ot the JewiSh Restitution Commission as the! 

" , . . 

XW;C••S."O:~ord••\1"".1ODd-: tbeie8UtutiOD. LaV.1JI the lJDited Stet~.~OIl8 ~ QaI'lUllT. 

'0) ..48,. it.a.s;trt.of .1fJlt' Jewish. RestltUtlpJ1 02mm1a@~on 1io!ec,ln As@i..t.of 

. Re,t1#N..·m:a*. "'Ihi. lteawa~ di.cUlIsed briefly 1d\h you' atthe'~Ung oa 
. -"'.;-" . -, -. - . . . 

.Qctoberij, 1947~'/1t' ~at t:iJQe 70U indica.ted tha\ the requ~et sourideci reason&o1e 

..:te.,Jft,:bu\ .tha"t'i_ would f1rst' want to .disCuss 1t v1th . the Legal JJivision.' '. ' . 

. . ' ~£ mclU$. in .Be~llii. '!he Jewlsh organizations take thlsoPPon1m1tr't.. '~new 
such ·~~a.t~·'lhe7respeottu1l1urge thattn the '1mplem~ting regw.at1on,des1c;" 

~atulg-'I~'RistltuUon Commission, there bea prov18lcnt'wh1'~ gF~\8 t~' 
:1 

~he tewish RestltutioD lommiesion the authorit7to recelw(as8ignmentaol re­
. . 

..:.," 

siltaU_ cl.dDui'7:" 

It is. submJ.:;ttedthat there wlll be maDylndividual ,olaiiDantil 1D <:ountr1:es out-.: 

side of Germalq- "'!I1!lo. either beo.ausa ot the ,small S18e of their cl~m or~be<ru.a86 

.of thelr lDlld.llingness te UDd.rtak~ the pl"GJtraoteti steps neCesS8I7' to .ettaoj 

rest!tUtlon,wl11d' norIQal17 not· be 1,ncl:1Ded to press the1rol.a1ms exCept too:­

http:it.a.s;trt.of
http:and~genti,:;.re


..... ,", ,,',> 
..... '1' :," :')' ..-J... .;L \ ,.' ,t;.) 

( 

their ,tre.Dg feeliJllhaS8 matter .fptiIio1ple, that the "Jui MOt. Bhoul4 11~:t. be 
" , 

permitted :to remat.a with the iooters.- oiven a recognized Jewiab,.,sUccessor O'J"ia­

n1~8t.1.811" to.vhi,ch,hey can assign th.1Jr;'~C\laims al!l acharl_b1..,~lltribution,' 

theM el.~!D.ts.' '4~ ..!{eq much want. to" transfer thelrclu.s~,M. ~, matter, ~,,' ,,' 

, ~e Justlce,~.,.,8b:o\\l.d be given the ~t totrsnafertheir ~a1ms to the Je)1- ' 
, , 

ish Re.tI~~ioBNfJ~s811)Jl. " 

0) 8 e &., 6\»- ies,ltuMa 11.'881°1 to ltuiJ!"aa»ou iAl!'M"", ; , . , " ',' ',- , ".', , , < - .;!, ' , 

.1HJg!,an4 t~,'J1IM.\·".ive gI ~911B WeiMrkg. Ii ,has been loue 
, , ',','., .' ,,;!. " '" "'\ . ,,',' '. ", . -..' '.' .... ' 

, '. . .. ~:, ,: . '.' '. ' ~'j...,.....,. "~{"'~' '. 

recop.!ze4 that a, ~r(lerto.oper.'teert","17 iDQe~, the 1e8tltuU~ Com­

ID1ssIOJlV1U r~tuDds otreichaark8. ~ese tunds will be neoess!U"7 teJ1! tend­. . . . . " .' , 
' 

, 

erbc bako>puraba.. prlcea". acm.n9iDg',fees, meld., repairs, to properV,~to~.It ia, 

" a matterot gJ'aat'UJM)rtmoe t theretore, that the J ewieD Rest.i tut.ion Gomm1,$ei~D 

b~'evo~er,. \0 ·,~".~4c?Df;I"lGJlS ill relchllJarks trom,1DdJ.:Viflwu.;J~S iD G~,who. . '- . , .', -', ~ " ... . ., ",,' . ' . '- . " '- .", , 

, may want to aS~l~t", tae)~ommissiGll in 1ta charitable"eBd$a~r8~d tore~l~ 10D8 
, '. '. ' 

from ,inat1:tutionsY such aaGer.man banks, which will be repaid, when' th8 i eWi 8-. .... 
,', ' .. ,', ' ~'., ". 

stitutionGommise,"ODhasre&li.ed some aeseta iD GermaD7_ ID ad.d1tion, ~~e8heuld 

be a pron.s1oa W~lCh will enable the Jewish Relrb'tut.ioa COmmiSSiOD,it 1t18suD­
" I. '. '. " ,~ , '. 

sequeDt.lr tOUDd, aed~ble, te extend'loaDS to indiVidual re81iitutioDclatlJliUlt~ 

l2riag oUtside ot~rmarq..t w1:1oaq be, in te1Jlporal'J Deed of reichmarka' required' to 

~Uatj) theirref;lt_1i1oapnoeed1Dgs. 

It i.' recraelJt@jth~tappr.priat. provieioabe oontained ia. t.b.edeslp.at1ag rep­
, , 

lation wh1ch-wil.l,permit the Jewish Restitutio» Commission ~",.~outthe a})ove. 
".,' 

el). 'JI,t.lIUopktc1plai1cm·in j:Ae french and Jrit1sh 'ZOUg_ fhelewiah or­

ganizatloDS- in' tlle Un1ted State. have learned with deep coacern ot the recent. 

pBssage 1& the lr~~h'oneofGeI'lll8ll7 of a restltutionlaw:vhldl, for all praot-

X ieal purpOses, 1s:'l1Jt:tu81ly useless. ' In addition, th87have beeninereas1ng.l,. dill­

mayed by .the fa1~ur~of the Brit18h to pass a restitution law toi, th,eir Slone. It 
" , '. .' . 

,'is respectfull,. ~~quested~at the full resources ot the ottice of 18:11tar.rQOve~en1; 

«',r;' 

\, 

\ 
\ 
\ 
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IGr~' tmit.ea ',atatecaleue of Qeraany be.'ii,Usted towards peraudb« the Frs.. add' 
, '\ . . :'".';; .'; ~ . ' ,,'i.""', ....., ~- "1 " -," :.' ,,", ~,<: :' . .'. _", .". ..' ' , 

the .I,d."l'._~o'rtt1es·to adopt lava eo~abl. to the restl.-u:Uaa lav tOll' ... 
" ':,' . ,", ','. 

·A.1IeriC8ll'~_ ·"x. tJ,,~8 _eotton, ,1t 1i'''''ate4 tbat v_~e Deg~tlat:l.oDs ~. 

::17~t~~f~~:::::~:;w:::::.~:~;::;~~~.. 

b.olud.d''''ssl.eli•. d.'~gaei~ briq taf·, Brit1ah aDd Fr._ reriltlltlQB' liJpi1la­

'ti_1atoi:i'~~:~~k:~~ or' thi"tIAi~~ ft;tes Zone. As the't1l'.t61D4~t.~a~e_ 
.~~~~~t~~'~~sla"" u ~. 1\ i'."~:'~i~"~~~~." 
law l!Ihoal...ctri'e"tII,e~,".l tortIDJ h1..nal .r\r1....ow admini stht1a whtch 

" . ".';, "'.:,"' ',." ' , , ' '. .' " . """,', . 

:' . 

/" 

~.. 

. , '.~t$,I.;tt4.~,ii~\Jl~~~~,!~,~, ' . p., ,Iftfl- ...., tOf' 'aleri~'; , 
;, '. ',.';,',., . " ":: • ".< .. ' ..,,, ,'~",Ii... '~;:;"i1f,l!;;.',r("J"~:~,,,.!,·tll 'l!> ~ "" 

. ,,<;~,,' b7,., ~." ./ 
I ~.' " 'r ' .. , 

,', '", \' 
, . . 

Am8r1~ Jcndeli Cofmai~te. World~ewi8h CODgress '-r1oan lev~m. Cont'erer.u!le 

by 
... :~',,' , . 

'" 

.. Agudas. J8rael World OrganiJII.t1cm 

, ' 

'.,...
, , 



,e.'lnl2! ~h~ llve ,Qoopel'atlY,tlrlardza.lODa.SeR'., ,3..8.1947 

1.. '!his report relates' '0 'iue.'10.. ot reltl••'l.nf)n1~ .• 
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" " 

I.. 'lW speaker. wer.,: IlaJ.Ji;vmaa(~Sal Asel.'.., ,.t"a.sft,Lev1.a­
thal)aS'ul: _.Mareu•• (termerl,'wlth 'he ~p.l, Jl)$.vls1oD, ••qs" •••Ua) •. 
In a4~~1f).,'rot• Michael Cil1aollsse4 the pro,le. of C1l1;\\1t~ o)J.o~.. '" 

, ",8~",:"J. H,pl8a.reptl1e. 011 the evolu1Jl0. of reat1'1.l,~.a 1 • .,\.,,-~_a
aa4 ' ~;~,.' ' , ' ',:~1,'ti ' ..~, "," Lj' 

, ::';;y,;' , . ,",",-',: :"," f" 

<",tjgl.~oll'11a.4 ~e ganeratslna'loa',!,.a ,Aus'rla, a.",lta~";,,:.§,.s,, 
vlz. ,~~ til.,. .re'o. re,.'1_'loB law.la.pe:ra:llo.J ,th41k':~.~ 18 ~ 
4••1"~~k',~~',,8" an ",plte~~ar, 4eoree to' tll••on'rove:r'~'~:fbt:"<....~~'lt::.(.~::~~!t.:r:;h;:::t':~!"::·ill>r~~lsl:'r:',:.:~.~Il.!.Iid.~:
tJ.p••"h.")~;i,,,.lvM, ''''Bl~. Lo8." ,a' the .•••.•t41lPI~"j;~~r."."· 

•. ... ..c.::.;.,.i.i::!ak.P:l=t,! '!: :.t .•. ·~.;:::.:./J :.::.·e~!.1~.~:~J}r.•.:~.· ...·.::O~.'.~.h.'.::-:.":-'.'.I'.ia.:Js. ...·.-:.:.'.!;.~I.;.·:.~'r-.:;.;~._.:j.•... ... .•..•,:.'.t.~:.- ','
'iOD,:'.;~~, ,.id,!!~ k,DO"~•. AlliD' ,_eel •..m•.••~.til•.4;1'ep.~,~!,U, 


" .(8.Il4"", "J>~ w.... aotsure aboat~t) t)de 1.1~la.l••••,.,'t;,~aUae 

tl1e4:,~·.r;,;~. th1ri Be.~~tN.'"oD L,aw. Of the total. 7..,:;.,.1~$!';lY'"

U.",('·· i'~j~;;}~J weI" "ta.'''I, ,-".N al'e pen.d1a1 (tbJ;~/.~8: oi~J.'''811 

OOD,t '",:,;I,,- .la1.s_v.... ~eB tllei uD4er ,~·,~~~:,~.. ii..!l.').oa 


,w,w, ",ij,.,0r41 '10 ""reUapo.eel of). ' , ' '~;<,,:>;,;~.'. ,:;:::' i. 

..?_~.~;.'~.~.';~'.:. DJ7·.··~ue~'·. '.,.0 .•lIt~~alll.'·' to.r.. a8118t~" orr.'81~t~~j;".i'.·····.:".·.·.,~::'1p.·ro '. :".~.':..~.'.:.:~ .. •. .•. ·.. "p.'.~'l:,j.e'J
:Mr•. ~\~'.~'J;.::·me~':that hel1Opecl';1i'oob.$.aa 'Clop,':ot, tile .r:ep,~~:·,:,~"o!l.·' .. 

':.f·;;r,~~::,?;·,\.:;:.·~·, .··:·.~r';\'Lx/·{" ::;, , " .. _. ":" .,' " ,', :,'" ,',' . , ,," ~ ", ,<;,,:,~',::\'.~' .<.....~ '·'·:'·:r~:\~~)/:;,i'/.F:~( 
.';~;!i,~,.;:,t*PQr~ ·,oao,m1Il1CJ.eJ'iDlUlJ b"U8_~no R.,te"~'b."~~ th., .. ' 

COD'.~~,(~D..~''. tea. ,.91a1 eXpress!,' JUS .••l.~~~lRe.. 'Qe~~~"~"):".~l'''·
'loa ~~,!])ilD.;'~lle'8~a., l.t ),Oo'obel' 1 DO &lNem••, 8JIl'~lth~f,~lUe~ " 
•• :rej~\~~4r:}~., . ,.... ".' '. ' ',' " '. <i,'::)~::/";:7:~'}" ", , 

las t:;~~~~ti:;r::S:aP~:=. OftJ~:~~~t:'~:~ ge'i:=:~~I~r:t:!-
of QM~,~.. ,;.,,~t!•. 0PPOI'" '0'.the 4J!.an PI'~PUe4 to, •• Jl~" .. ,~one~· ~11~ 
aat,.' OP~,."li!~EJD .18 Q.reote4 ap1n8'~he exteaelve lela1p~lIpP,~"ol.l. ' .' 
"••ft~C;;1~:,-,··.'he, plap(~7 w..,'o, eUPp.n.01"pla'lon.l':'~~~~."
ab8.nt••• _~\;\r.p"7 ~. o~n81dera'loa(r.celve4a' Ih.' t~'Fot~.~l~t') lJ;l 
f."lp.,~.lt'~C' .,..4 '.ould ao' 'permit the us. of blo.lt.4,;~ar.q':"~, : " 

, o'h'.''''''•••~10, ,(<termaa).~eDoJ, .ape.ial1, "sathe o.n.~ atl:.o~,e4e4 
..;....• 

1••r~;!f:e"='1-:PI-n'" &)1'0&4. . . . .. '". ,'i>· ':'i~!::W~':L' 
.)'ljL'i(\t~'\U8o\lalloDs lnthe Alllec1.Qontrol Authorl '1 &J'eqQ'n(uotec1 
ma11l1t(;;:~l,~11.f'111anoS P.lnslon ant! the, 40 not repo~,o,'!1"~~SfIJ. 'l)1ir:1~
slon "l!,y.1~'<~'. 00n08a810B ma4e .14J'. JIIa~s" o114lie4 , ~o,,~~.l" '; ~ll..t the', 
au.••l&ij.·g••·.ee4... 111 ~r:ltten41n.. the. presumption of durell~,'''t politioal 
p'J'ee~~~;.~'~;:s~,SU'dl.s. of when the tra~8ter ooeurS'", an~,!~l;l;.!!'s'~i' ~,c~s... 
_one~n~frt~~Qllp.eotlon 9l1~ peraecutloll.Jt 18. assumed that·;.$~•.\·~~.'fQ1l14 
l'tHluoti,;::~~;'re8"raptlot&a4alt...rd.li! andtoree the .llIliS o••~....~e;~',l'••trlet 
1'. app,~~.,~~lon. A P08SU:a:Uil 10 de 80 could be t,un4 1~ the'i::!;'~~ ottwo 

: ,?:·";~':r,:"·:.'/,'J '>.' '. '.,' .,>:',~::~:;':::'::"~'. 
"~;·'''·'~~,t'::;:..:.:':' ; "'~"., '. 

http:peraecutloll.Jt
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1.~..Pt:l~D. from t~e preeumpUen- 8:a~n8i 1a tbe law, viz. ~t it deea 
. . .••, appll to. (Jase. 1.,,111011 the transter would ha:v. eoouned .,•• '1n 

. ali11,eno.~ ot .Iazlsm. ~. 1s the Ipe~· 14ea of '.he '~DaI;108 ~v1s~9":tha. 
~h. P&nte.'t of an la4eetv.ate pPl~e' Ihou14 be .olUJa.c1.~e4 .8 sut'J;o~.n" . 
,root~:~"" the appUo..tlon. 'of the meatloned eX.tlp",le.. 'uoh. ~rel~t~ee weald 

. "at.I':.(\),~'h. law v.IT oon,,14erabl,. '.....•. '.. ....... ""; , . 

. . ";:'~tAe:r 4ef.o1. of .fl.adrip.rtlt. 1•• (,1t euaote4) "o",ld lae its 
.eh.Il~!~~utu.r. a.a••slta'l.. 11Dpl...n'a'loD, ",,18 implementailGa 
ma,a$~'•. reqQ.1re mea1lhe a.Jl4 ,eal's. . . 

http:olUJa.c1


! . ..... ' i.lJJt.caqO 

"":SU:l::aOCl't111i. tlQII /1t l'est1tutab:.:5p~pert1e..... meanwh11e:tbe Ioaender 
, ;;> :,\·,:;'~tae.14t8P~•.•• of ',sonie ~tthem. the Property floatrol latrll'nS')Qlmplell8ftt 

.. '~?' 'hedS,re(jtlve 10'$. to p...~eo' the. nih'. of the owners of res tltutalt1. 
'i. prop.e;~:t.l'.:, ~t the pl"Oo••• 11 ver;y 1Jedl.ou8.. ..•. .:;.",. 

"' ~',~~h': que.'loll G~ ".911811 propertlea 'l.aise lnvol~~41i'~11 o..,z.f1,111 GU~ , 
the:q~&f~Ptet~;)rm,' SlIl0,.toJ'IU:rJewlsh, 8111&11er :p&J'O,11::(&iI1;G~t s.b;J..t 

::~~;~r;:;;~;:;!::~.:::;n;:.:~thT~:r~:.e;:::::;:d~:=::,#f:;'::l~:;:::' 

proo~~~r.. 	 ',,; 

·,\~:!f~'th.· problem ot &Illn4emas.tle.tlon.l".·~P"I~••I1.'81Jla4•• ·,It.ltllo" 
.i~~\~~.ranof il;1()h' a 1...... cUeeu8s•• aliDu1s 8~:a ...Jt.~:>q;o .1ft '.".sart,., 

It..''mi.tDi~.' au' ·1;I"'la""84 ..... matletotdistaJl' ·"",t.:r•• "the 'rea8•• 
~:I;~~ir~:rw::::!:;~:a=::O'r~P::!:fv~:r--~h.e~~<~.!.~~~~(,r~S()OIl: ". ' 

, , .. , :;:. , ' -, -, 	 , ".,,' .'" .~ . 
:. : .. ': :/" ,'-~" , ".' .~,... '-, . . . ' ,'. .'_- '" ." " :,,: }::(~~q?,~,:;:» '.' ..
'.. . ,,~,t..,,:••~~l, :,1',,1.8'.4'& '4rat~' ~t.Jlap."ol. 8.~:~~t.'o,Ge~•. ' 

'eJ;.!I~.:,;,;,,;~h. p.~••• ~a.to ••eu"p.,~8'loa to.•ea4:."Oll,••.t.u to 
h~·~4U.l~.'na ·'~.·,t__"".8e.sl.~, '.·f :mas~.,l.ta., .\1l~uJ'a,~;,G)Je.... '," .,'.• 
aacl.pr.pq.rf.r't.r~e•••'lGri~,I·p.ln••' '0l1~ ••~e1.1aa.•••rao~e. ~a'hf' 
p.pe~;~~'~,,·wa.•.. 4~o14.4.,.,p••,'pone. 41.0\18810._t11 .. n.~ , ei:. ·1 .8Ulnal,.... 
.	e4 ,l~._.,·;aa)ld.'e.erk.hterh1••••eat.. , , ",' '..:. . ,'. 

. ·~!lJii.~~"..,Wl.,ti> th1' papn "'e ",•.•thll .t'beh.~'~i~"i!~I:~\i:~~o.i 
G,JBII1,.~.~~~~.I.~ ,,.In. .,'..,.,4.o\ameIl.'li ',uP])'••• ·· to ' , ... 8\1~~'.4"'1'/·'h•. 
1taa.ot,·:tli.;f;;~\llWrjJ;_••n8.",otloalllC'. (ot "ld.oll ,'.e Wlfit:l!a:fitll)er) ••
asea' .otr~'"!:it8'J.WISh ·Jll.o.n.'n~.'J..n';".arml'a.~on.t,,'p.,e;,.'i'~'~Gi~D.e" ,;.l1,. 'o~lIp" 
at,U~U, ot.":~,)l1';'>,;o_l.'.~O~""~l"~1.ftI ,'o,,~•. ".CLa, .eiIIb.....l~~<.a .•u,s,'101l~ :, . 
ma~lt. ~ff;ff~~~!~'.J.D."(lD .a, prl.,.,,: talk) 'ut"pd apl."the ,~~!~:~~~~Q~ .. "7: 'he 
.:!:J!.:~I~m~~ mde '0 10u.4L:tJ8unac ~.~ )1.''-'. O~<:.~;t~!~:~;;~;!~\t> ' . 

, '.' ,', ;:':"·;?\;,~f~',·>; . 	 ·ji•.i.'··.. 

, 8. , , ..."',,':.~iI a gea.ral '.enag tha.t a; fur.the" •••t11l1 .11.3::, be 'neeessar7 
to 4180\\ ",', ]~~A:~r. 1farG\l88 "he Genua.tv.,Il••, qt b18 :rape.,...,.: :,!t+J.,:,~".1•• 
t,o 'It,t, :>J;;);JAij,,.a.•••'1.,_.8 '.ata'tT.l,t~...,tor,oIltM:,:,.,.,a..7. ' 
.,.••~' ..".~ tAa' .....:....biDi.. are. made '1., _boe .opr'z'!-~~'N~:'Qmpo-, 
IIll,t.t .•n.,.~"",.;".,'."',"'" .. e.,at4'"aoe i?1Y,I.S101l.0'IIUOh. p.rQINa8,.' .· ..1+1' )e.', Pt":~.,l.,:.'Il,,.,·,.';·"'.'.·l«. "f"",_ .' ..•~;;,...Il~ 8lar ·lI87pollltpone'enaotmeat.tthe,' la'f~:;••l.~f:,.~otC)ber 
tlr~t( .. <:,..>~,~.~."Ju•• from Ihe. '1.DanceJ)1v181oa)ualer; va,lQuj·}j)Z!~.',~a ' 
(torthoQ~~&'''':'.~lDI .f :lhe GJoW1011 of i'orei.p ¥illls'.•,r., 'poII,81~J;;~ " . of 
'4.uatiJ"1.p.~~t1i~)~,"em..nt' filthin al.wmore ••ek8, eto~). ." ';.~':.,;' ;':''c 

·'!~'i:~~~K(~~,;·i~~Vl0\l8 ~twe ,are lna "Sale' poelt~on·ln~:~~!~.;:~.<'••Oft 
b.asa"oe••;.):t~,<,~~~. 01.&.1 btlt oal, &poraUe, , whil••ur t •• I~I"3,:~llo().rultaJJt 
eveI'1-da';;;;,'~"~..¥t. ",.,h p.i.m. He) real, ()ontELot, eld.". ),t"e.n'\l~~l~j~,sh"qrsan1~_
tlons a.rlCl;';j:p.e:,~jheJ' three .. Great :powers· (Gr. Br1taln,, l'ange:<~8!~s,fJ~a). 
J)eSplte~!~rr'.P9ndenoeandOOO&llonald18cuS'lol1J between 'h•. :C)u~~;;:FGf Jew. 
tJ'O. Gel'~,Pl'~~ representatlvesot our~ltl.hfJ.otlon, n-olntl~'~p~~" on " 
the liJr1'ti~~ij>;18eJident.. In'rance nothing happened exoept •. ,te.i?44is~U:8ei.Qni· 
between Mr;,.;O~li)eb" and offioials in the' GeNU Oftloe••. ;Jew18h~::i'epp"'••n,,," 

:~!18:n%'~'I~ei!:~:ia:18nJm::~e:!::!~!i::;~' ,;:8:'::1~;i;~.~:t:~tt~~e!~t·:'· 

v110rO\ls",~g)~~o'A,lS neo.sear,.· ··The WJC should do 1t througl>i:?g~riB.,,:n~ 

...\;t,::~,..~.,:; : '. , '".: ,J.. :~ ...~i·; ~ .' . .,< .. , ,. 
•-,~< ::": "';' . ,', • 

852 
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')'i:t~Pd.OIl..·.. aft(l .. al.·. 

1:8,1'18.' 

War Dep.'.. a.... :.·.. r....'.':.:t.::m 
. 

-" ... . "" 

·••. 1:10 .'1l1'JtO:f~nd .. 80.m.e .. 18l'IOQa,e .,ra1i.a,.e ·....'0. d.8a.1.\'lt11 tho.e.. , . 
In "the' liSA ~e a~ bo:un " io ,work togeiher"lththe?:C);ther, .' 


r~1&at1oft. but 'here, too, ,men'. "n,tl_tf).oJltau~t.S.th the6t.~e·',ar.ul 


.......~.n.t .. :W1.+~ b.e lle,.essa,N.•. 1t~J'Q.e ..,
.. to.ber ,1-~o. '4W1.•.. ,~.•~ii~.,.,.t.•4. " 
,~:,:~1t4 S~~-tlr.l"~~~~ ~ Ivt.. &-.t h.tt.n..I-,' ',..''J'!1,,'\opposl""on on 1;he part .t c.}r. 'J;Sr1taln (lnsofar, al(11;8t,1;~:J, 

:=:~~1a!~:t:!eo::::!: ,:~:::!r1;:t~~:el;o;=Jat:~:it:·~'i!~l':~"tt· .' 
'W111 be,asl,erto, CJonn'lloe1aon4.n to tollow the_enoana. ,.~tJ1ermQre I 

the 1'J'e".h ari "port.dt. llave 4ec14ea to, .8l'se their zone wl'tih~h8

.erJ,oanJ:.D4!lrltlfJh(.te av01d eXpens.a In".tore"gn, 0"rHo'71. '.' ';fM,.8, to.o, 

.hould·'be,help~l to \i'." ,,.,.". , 

..~i~~a+attentJon.4e8e~ve8,~lt.eque.tlon of the a~&.ts'r.t"on"ot ' ' . 
Q:ew18)i!';,p~pertles, .•• outl1neda.'bC)....e,. ..~nn8, Gt1,.s~el"n .!,r~Df,X'J'le4 ... 
tol",.(,l!,;)~~:: AU, Dot to 'leaye 2,;1r to,the. Qe:rm&i\8'1lJl4 ."q\>r.1~.•t~O,I"RCUJ!fu"lo~ . 
to .t~.gfil.,()wn,ra· lat .leas":, . 18.088'el ot t.lo~lsClat8a., a'.I.;et~ ),'be~or.::· '...,; ;; 
the ·· ••;'01 r.e~1'utl011.18, settled, but was. '••8uredthit~b:e,',.'t,~t..\': 

. t8k,1.D"od'"are, of .1~. and' s\lpel'Vlees' 'a'tent!Vel, thepropeJ't~:~'~:'!:;,~'·I ~'M~ 
.&1.ot' ,., ' .. tha' allGrU,n4lNehaem.'tel'(ottleesot 4eeds· of,l'eals el..~a1!'e) were . 
.orcleret1Y~~9'"oinpl1e. '.lll.lats'of properties ,toJ'lller1r. )8,lp~glng:'Jo:~::'Je"8
ancllt0rep()rtto the flnpe!",' Qontrol. ·.ltt.h18 'Na. '9.ne,;,l~re entnlld be 

~o d1t~~.~'7.1ft.or'lnc .lt1tt4uaes.1prQpertt. ~.r ••P&l~a~;.~~a1.':ra­

tlon 'l~.:;.li1ob.'JBwlen ·orsanl,latlGDi. 8ho.uldpa~tlo1pate, ,~:p~obl"m ot, . 


. Glaims~"o,~b:.rthan relatingta. rea11tu1;lon wl11 have to.,,~' lolitt1en 
ot1;h~;;;J~stltutlonl.gl81at1on. ..' •.. . " .. ,' " , '., .. ".",".;,: .. ,.' ,. 

·,~.p~.gte.repor'•.•, ~'Ih . c+llJ.'$Dfi" ~.,:._,rpbr~~e~,~e,~~.,¢!~~Jlte ;'". 
·o.nOCJ'b()l?,.r,+6~i •;4ft imp"••l .... J:ewlsA (l.l..l~tloll wl11htl!e ~o8e8''th''',.J ..' 
.~:;CU;~~~~~':."'.t1them ~eabove,PI'O'ti)+~~~:.~ .. · .. >;~ii\;'i~;Y.';' .,/ ".' 

.........·~W~r~i!'ii~~:l.leve lI~a" .fJ,·..e we ~re ~o.p'er_t,lIlS "'th~~~~'rie.:~Bh . 
.,G.,~pn,1...i~"-1.,',:,~n."~." .•,, .bave, ·is,o,,~tullt~l. the next Jlee:tlnl.b.1.!;*" t."~,,.. ·"... ·al.:,>,deo181ona..are" taken. .. . .. . . .. ',,:, ...,'

:,' . ' .. :. --"",,""

". ' ..'. '. ·:~~~~,,;t,.M( 

"" •. " 

'""" , 
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~? 	&-~·-i~.. 0!~c.. CG9to 
MINUTE OF MmING ON THE JOINT WORKING COMMITTEE 
(Amerioan Jewish Conference-World Jewish Congress) 

Offices 	of the World Jewish Congress 

Mollday, May 20. 1946 


Present: Jor the Congress: Dr • Kubowi tzki t Dr.Perlzweig t Mr. Nehemiah Ito bins on. 
For the Conference: Dr.Barth, Mr. Gros aman , Mr.Kenen. 

1) Memorand'lJll on Italian Peace Treaty: Mr.Kenen reported that there may be some 

objection to certain parts of the draft. It will be s:ubmi tted to the Int.erim 

C~ttee for discussion and final approval on May 24. 

Copy of the draft baa been sent to the ;Boa:-d of Deputies ot Bri Ush Jews, 

wi th the reques t ·.tor a speedy reply.; 

a) .~ Statement op P~acc Treaties: Since 'the Office Committee of the Oon­

gresa baa not yet approved the draft of the s iatement. it was decided to c~ll a 

special 	meetiJJg on Tueeday, May 23rd to discuss the statement. ' 

3)', OonsUl tations : Mr. Grossman reporte(i.:: th~ 'receipt of a letter from the Boai'd.:'; , 
, . 	 . .. . .. '.",.... ,-..... ,. ,. .' ." .", 

a~vislng that the holding of the proJe'ci~d ,consultations will .have tobe,pOst{" . 

poned in view of the absence of Professor Brodetsky from LondQn and the tort~ 

cam1ng elections of 8. neW' aamlnis tration of the ;Board. Various tentl',tive da.tes 

for the 	consul te.tionswere discuss ed, but no decision taken. 

4) Statement offoliol on BeRa:rations and Restitution: After a. preliminary di8­

c'USsion 	of the a tntemcnt submitted by Nehem1e.h Robinson. which revealed dif­

ferences of opinion with regard to the manner ot establishing ~ Jewish agency to 

represent Jewish interest. a sub"committee composed of Col~Bernstein, Dr.Barth. ' 

and Dr.Robi.on was named to iron out the differenoes so as to enabl'e the 'larking 

Commi ttee to discuss the entire s tiitement at its llext meeting. 

5) Paris Agreement oniemations: It wa.s agreed thE',t a cll.ble should be ad­

dreSsed to Professor Eli Ginsberg. who 1s at present in Parls. (as U.S.representa­

tive at the Conference on No~Repatriable Victims of German Aotion), suggesting 

the'eetablishment of an advisory board .r five,organizatlons to cooperate with 

http:Dr.Robi.on
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~;~~qr$~r;'~~~'>A:1_'~~W<"" .' .. ' ....... 
.'.' '~~~;;:':.~,t,\:.~:?~:p,\ ','.,:. .' .", 

·· ••··•••·•. !~~~&ft~i;l===tt~2;=,,";:~.·· .•.•..••·i •.• 'i .. 

s·.~*\~.41·'Q~CF··OA .tSG ~,u'bJ~e4t~" ~·t.r;;'J';fiMMet44· t~t the.\B,.5iC.~'teQ.;~". tJ'.:~'?' "," . 
.... '.: •... ',: . ',;. • • ". .',' .:" ;;~' •. ~; • ';' ~ .' f '.... 1.'. ',,r,.' , ~, .... > '" ... , : • ~ ..,~.;.. • 

.'.......•.. ·:~_~1t.llk4... :.'1!l\~J1~b.leh ~!$.h.G~d· ~leo '~ over~be letter, 
. . . Y: ;.:~.\:.:..~. :',' ... :..: ..'......: .' .': ._\ .••. : . ..'.... .: '~':,...:.:'~; .'>:. . . '... : 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE JOINT ~fjRXING COMMITTEE 

~,i' 


,J 
Offices of the rrorld Jewi~h Congres~
"V

""'(li 
() 

, Tuesday, May 7th, ll.AM 
'\ 

PRESENT: For the Congress: Dr. Kubcwi tzki, Dr. Perlzweig, Hr. Nehemiah 
Robinson, Dr. Jacob Robinson. 

For the Conference: Mr~ Gros sman, Mr. Kenen, Dr. Barth. 

1) 	 Memoranda dealing With the peace treaties: It ,vas agreed to prepare the 
following memoranda with regard to peace treaties. First, one statement 
outlining the bas,ic prinCiples of our demands, wi th phraseology broad 
enough to covor the Jewish demnds with rogard to all peaoe troatios. 
Seoondly, there should be submitted special ml)morDnda doaling with the 
specific situntion nnd spocific dornends of tho Jows with rogard to e,':'loh 
of the ox-anemy countries. These mGmoranda should includo, in each momo­
r.!!ndum, a statement of bnsichurnC!n freodoms ~s proclaimod by the Doclnra­
tion of January 1, 1942 :,md tho 2~tlnntic Ch.''!rtor. Eoch momorandum should 
includospocifio and dot[!i1od Jowish dom')nds nnd rooomm"ndntions I:!d~ptod 

to the specific conditions of overy country, 

2) 	 Italinn Pecce Trenty: It ViaS 2greod tho momorandum should cont~in tho 
c ommendnti on of tho Itnlinn pooplo, for thoir behavior toyrord Itnlian and 
refugee Jews during the war and despite fascist pres sure, deal with generaL', 
safeguards for equal rights for Jews and include reservations with regard, " 
to' the JeM sh community in Tripoli, \;h1ch,in the' light of past exp'erierio,e"" 
will need spec ial protection and spec ials tatus whatever the fate of ' 
Tripoli will be in'the future. 

Dr. Perlzweig and Mr. Kenen undertook tn revise the draft of the 
memorandum on Italy prepared by 'Dr. Perlzwelg so as to incorporate the 
views of the Oonference and Congress. 

3) 	 Rumania: Dr. Jacob Robinson ,reported that the ''!orld JeYlish Congress has 
, received an extensive draft by Dr. Fi1derman and is expecting another 

document proparedby the Rumanian Section of the World Jewish Congress. 
One the bas is of the se documents ,a draft of a memorandum on the Rumanian 
Treaty will be prepared and ready f~r consideration of the JOint ~rking 
Commi ttee next ,,;eek. 

41 	 Reparations and Restitution: ~4r.'Nehemiah Robinson presented a draft of 
a memorandum ~ith regard to Ru~sian seizure in Austri§ of alleged German 
assets which are, in reality, looted Je\'tish property. It was agreed that 
suoh a memorandum shall be addressed to all four occupyingpoVlers. 

Mr. Nehemiah Robins on presented a statement of policy with regard to 
,reparations and restitution problems for the guidance of the cooperating 

organizations. Mr. Robins on and :Jr. Barth und,3rtook to make the neoes sary 
adju~tments in the memorandum dealing ~ith th~ Austrian-Restitution Law 
to be presentod to ~:1r. Deutsoh. 

~1760-5/l7/46-75-ALK:~7 
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Present: 

MINUTES 

JP,;SO EXECUTIVE COMl~ITTEE MEETING 

Fr1d~, April 22nd. 1949 
- .j-.• 

,Mr•. '.Mo'riroe 'Goldwater,· JDC -, Chairman 
Pr,of. HermanGr'~,AJC 
Rabbi 'lsa~c Lelolin;Aguda.s 
Dr. Nehemiah Rooinson. 'WJC 
Mr. Eli Rock. JDC -Asdstant Secreta.ry 

':' .... "'.' - ":.' 

Mr. Uoses A. Leavit t~ JDC 
Mr~ Moses' W~ :::S~cice1mant JDC 
Dr. HermanMu11er~ Co.uncil of Jews from Germany 
Dr. Eugene Hevesi; AJC, 

_ The sole Ho~ of the agerida:,c,onsi sted ,of the problem of the ,individual 
c1eim~progra.m in Germany, ami' thequ6sti...,ns involved in JRSO, taking over 
this program as a separate b,ranch of its activities. 

',Mr,.Rock reCalled to the Comndttee that the ,JRSO::Soard of Directors. at 
, its meeting 'of Ma.rch J~ 194q~ had accepted in pri:nciple that JR::)() should 
takeover'theindividu.alc1aims program, ifft sho\lldappear that nootrer . 

,solution was feasible, and hadauthori zed the E:xecutive Cammi ttee to take 
'specific' acUonwhen the time arose. 'Mr. Rock pointed out that therewei.e 
no,wtwo specific Ques tions to be considered by the group. One involved,' a: 
proposed letter 'from Mr. Ferencz to General C1~, 0\lt1iningthe newprog;ram 
,to be assumed by JRSO, I'\nd r~que st ing General Clay1 s authori '~ation fbrsuch 
a proje,ct;; Mr~ Ferencz nowa.sked aPr'rova1 for sending this .1ette~. ", Tb3 other 
involved problems of internal relationships between theURO and the, JRSO, as 
outlined in aletter from lvir. Ferencz to, Mr. Rock. (Both documents attached 
hereto.) , 

In conne'ctlon with the proposed 'letter to, .Genera1 Clay, Dr. Robinson 
raised two ,questions. 'He particularly referred to the langu~e in the letter 
to General Clay in which JRSOdec1a;res that it will lim! t its program to, 
"indigent p.ia.intiffslt.InDr~ Robinson' s opinion,su~h phrasing 'might make 
it, possible .fo1- .lawyer.srepresent1ng the restitutors in resti tution cases 
to· challenge the right of JRSO to repre sent "an individual claiJri9.nt. and to 
request that JRs() prove the claimant's indigency. On the other .hand,' ftwas 
the strong feeling of the group that the JR$Oshould indeed limit itsser­
vices to peop;te who are unable to a.fford pri,vate counsel,and .that' it was 
even desirable to have this limita.tion spelled out incorrespo'ndence with 
Milita.ry Government. At l'vlr. Leavitt's suggestion it was decided to refer 

. this .question to Mr. Ferencz, to find out from him lIThe ther the above da.nger 
,does in f~ct~xist~ tUld ~f so~'what document'3.tion ",ould have to be requested 
from claima:i.ts to ptove their indigency str.-ttus.· ' 

",: 

," ." loverl 

http:Milita.ry
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT 


4 April 1949 

General Luoius D. "Clay 

Military Governor and Commander-in-Chief 

Hq. EUCOM 

APO 40'1 US Army 


Dear' General Clay:, 

Mr. Harry GreeIl§:tein and Major Hyman have advised me of the discussion they 
had with you concerniti~licensing of a non~profit agency to assist individual 
claimants in prosecuting their claims under Military Government Law 59. As you 
know the many Jewish organizations sponsoring the JRSO are eager to help those 
Jewish claimants requiring assistance in Germany~ Because of an apparent conflict 
of interest it was felt that an independent agenoy rather than the JRSO should ful­
fil that need. 

It was contemplated that suoh agency would assemble proof necess~y to sub­
stantiate claims, negotiate with_restitutors in efforts to reach amicaple settle';' 
ments, engage German lawyers to represent claimants in court litigat~o~, advance 
fees and other necessary Deutsche Mark expenses nndsupervise the administration of 
any properties reacquired~ , 

," , I am informed that youconsid~r it preferable for the JRSO to disch~gethese ' 
. fUnotions and that this could' 00 done without an additional authorization from 

.' Militory Government. We are therefore prepared to establish a Legal Aid Department 
to accomplish the tasks mentionedabdve. Since the JRSO is a charitable organi­
zationwe shall seck to limit our assistance to indigent plaintiffse. A:ctua.l 
Deutsche Mark expenses incurred m~ ~' recovered from successful claimants though; 
of course, we shall accopt no reimbursement from funds outside of Germany. 

Before assuming these responsibilities I wouldappreoiate receiving your 

confir~ation of these proposals. . 


Respectfully yours, 

BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ 
Director General 



- HEADQUARTERS 
mUSH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 

APO 696A. u.s. ARHY 

April 10, 1949 

Mr. Eli Rock, _ _ 

American JEmish Joint Distribution Cor:rr.1ittee 

270 Uldison' Ave:rrue 

New York 16, N.Y. 


Hq. JRSO N.Y. Letter 1177 

Dear Eli= 

Jerry Jacobson has probably sent you the fullr.linutes of our meeting 
in Paris on 8th and 9th April. To make sure that you are fully advised 
and to avoid any delay I shall again slll:1T:lB.rize theD briefly. 

It was the feeling of the persons present at the meeting (including 
Jacobson, Kreutzberger, Adler-Rudel, AleY.ander and Prof. Bentwich) that 
the JRSO should set up a Legal Aid Department to handle the cases of 
individual claimants. There are about 2000 such cases in the hands of 
the United Restitution Office now and these cases would be assigned to 
the JRSO by them. Ol'lly the URO would deal with the individual clainants 
and there would-be no contact between the individuals and the JRSO. The 
URO would have- to provide sufficient ,funds to cover all expenses involved 
in prosecuting _the individual claims. We had a rather lengthy discussion 
on this point and ,I told theD that we could not consider it for less than 
$31,,000. At' this'rate only 4 lawyers could beenployed, each with a 
base salary of $2,,500.- per year. I told Prof. Bentwich that I considered 
that salary too low but it was his V'onviction that coupetent lawyers 
could be obtained in England for that price~ The conditions under _wbich ­
the JRSO will accept tIRO cases are as follows: ­

-I) _	Only cases from indigent plaintiffs vlill be accepted henceforth. 
(A statenent from the p1n:1ntiff that he is financially unable 
:bo retain counsel should suffice.) 

2) 	The JRSO will keep separate account of all expenses involved 
in prosecuting individual claine and these DM expenditures 
will be charged to the URO. I understand that the URO plans 
to c~rge a contingent fee in Deutsche Mark in order to 
,acquire the funds with which to cover our operating costs. 
It was my own feeling that thore should be neither profit nor 
deficit in the Deutsche Mark accounts and therefore the JRSO 
or the URO should assure each clai.nl;\nt that his expenses would 

- not exceed e .g. l~ of whatever he receives and that he would 
be charged the actual cost and receive a rebate at the end of 
the year when the real expenses were determined. ThemO felt 
that they could handle it internally and so it was lett as 
first indicatod above. ­

3) URO will save the JRSO harmless except for fraud or malfeasance. 
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4) 	JRSO can reject any case for any reason. It is contemplated, 
hov1ever, that the only reason will be that the plaintiff is 
financially able to retain counselor that his case is not 
well founded. 

It was also agreed that the tIRO would have the, right. to dosignate 
with our approval the person who tJould be in charge of the IA3gal Aid 
Department. It will be his prirnaryresponsibility to see that the 
interests of the individual claimants are protected. All other enployees 
would be retained in the sa.me manner as other JRSO personnel. The work 

. would be kept separate insofar as necessary or feasible but it was con­
templated that there would be a considerable degree of cooperation between 
the 'Legal Aid Department and the rest of the JRSO in handling. both indi­
vidUal and JRSO cases. 

All of this, of course, is contingent upon obtaining approval from 

the Executive Comnittee in New York. As soon as such approval is forth... 

coming (and I urgothat the matter be considered as soon as possible) I 

will send a letter to Genoral Clay similar to tho one transmitted in rrry 

Hq. JRSO N.Y. I.etter#71. 


We saved f'or further 'discuSsion the possibility of JRSO advancing 

Deutj3chEl Narks to individual claimnts in order to provide them with 


.funds with which to make necessary. payments to therestitutors. 


Sincerely yours, 

/ sl Benjanin B. Ferencz 



· 
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COpy 

Paul V. Myron, Deputy Director 
'Office of Alien Property 

Arthur R. Schor 
Chief, Claims Section 

March 6, 1956 
JRSO Claims 

The following is an analysis which covers 2,206 accounts, 
including almost all of the accounts over $500, against which JRSO 
has filed claims. 

1. 73 accounts against which there are direct conflicting claims ­
$542,835.57. 

2. 104 accounts against which there are indirect claims ­
$348,834.52. 

3. 949 accounts where there are known heirs of the vestees ­
$2,955,177.19 .. 

4. 664 accounts where the vestee is alive- $3,706,293.31. 

5 •. 346 accounts where there lsno information concerning 
vestee or heirs -$780,012.00. . . 

5a. 9 accounts where it appears JRSO may be successor­
$24, 190. 54. 

6. 57 accounts where vestee is not Jewish- $238,838.27. 

7. 4 accounts where vestee is business enterprise- $11,501. 63. 

The total amount in all of the above 2,206 accounts .is$8, 607,629.03. 
This is more than 93 per cent of the total amount in the accounts which are 
being checked. Groups 5 and 5a, listed above, which consist of 355 accounts, . 
appear to be the only categories against which JRSO may be successful in 
establishing succession. The total amount in groups 5 ~nd Sa is.less than 
9 1/2 per cent of the total amount in all the accounts which have been checked 
thus far. 

Based upon the above figures, it appears that the total amount in 
groups 5 and 5a will probably be in the neighborhood of $865, '000. Even if 
we accept the argument of JRSO that it is entitled to 50 per cent of the amount, 
it falls far short of the amount they are suggesting in the proposed legislation. 

http:607,629.03
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i'·;;<elication for Designation as Successor Orga.."ization 

Pursuant to t he terms of Public Law 626, 83rd Congress, 
the Jewish Restitution Successor Orgenization hereqy applies for 
desi~nation Qy the President as a successor organization for heirless 
and ~claimed property of persons as hereinafter described who . 
would be eligible to receive returns una ar the provisos of subdivision 
(e) or (D) of subsection (a) (2) of section 32 of the Trading '"With the 
Enemy Act, as amended. 

1. 	 Nature and Background of Jewish Restitution Successor 
.' Organi zation 

The Jewish Rgstitution Successor Organization is a charitable 
membership organization, incorporated under the lays of the State of 
Net." York. The Jeyish Restitution Successor Organization \-18S in­
corporated, under the name of the Jewish Restitution Commission, 
pursuant to certificate of incorporation filed in t he office of the 
Secretary of State of Ney York on "the 15th day of Hay 1947. Its ~me '" . 
was changed to the JeYish Restitution Successor Organization pttr?;UO\,t. 
to certificate executed on "the 29th day of Ju.ly 1948. . .' .... 

Attached hereto are conies of the certificate of incorporation 

of the Jeyish Restitution C~mmission and of a certi·ficate of change 

of~. 

As stated in the certificate of incorporation, the Jellisl: .i:lesti­
tution Successor Orgalfrlzation was founded primarily "To assist, aid, 
help, act for and on behalf of, and as successor to, Jel'lish persons, 
organizations, cultural and charitable funds and foundations, and com­
munities, which were victims of Nazi or Fc'.scist persecution and dis­
crimination, in all matters relating to claims for the restitution of 
property and property rights of every nature and description, and for 
compensation and indemnification arising out of loss or damage 
suffered b,y them in consequence of such persecution and discrimina­
tion, and in connection with t he foregoing to discover, claim, acquire, 
receive, hold,maintain, manage, administer, hire, liquidate, and 
otherwise dispose of property and property r1ghts of every!aature 
and description for the benefit of victims of Nazi or Fascist persecu­
tion or dis crimination, a nd to apply the income therefrom, the­
increments thereto; and the proceeds thereof for the relief, rehabili ­
tation, reestablishment, tesettlement and immigration of such victims, 
all in accordance with the laws and policies established by the Govern­
ments or authorities in control of the countries, or areas, ",here any 
or all 9f the foregoing activities may be c6rried onl1 • The Jewish 
l1.estitution Successor Organization (hereinafter referred to as JRSO) 
has so acted since the date of its incorporation. 

2. Persons to Whom JRSOSeeks to Act as Successor 

The JRSO requests that it be designated as successor'to 
any persons, el1g1ble·for return of their property pursuant to 
section (a) (2) (e) or (D) of the Trading Yith the Enemy Act, as amended, 
who were persecuted as Jews'on grounds of race or religion• 

. . 
,~ I.. «"';"'" 
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3. 	 Purposes for which Returned Propertx or Proceed~ 
Will sa Used 

In accordance with its Charter, the JRSC proposes to use all 
property or proceeds returned to it, in accordance with 'the statute,/ 
for the rehabilitation and settlement of persons who have been persecuted 
onj~aid religious or racial grounds. 

4. Assurances Required by Statute 

The JRSO hereb,y gives 	firm assurance thata 
(i) The property or interest returned to the JRSO, or the 
proceeds of any such property or interest, will be used on 
the basis of need in the rehabilitation and settlement of 
Jewish persons in the United States whu suffered substantial 
deprivation of liberty or failed to enjoy the full rights of 6itlzen­
shi~ w'"thin the meaning of SUbdlVi!~\1n. (C) or (D) of section 32 
(a}{2) of the Trading with the Enemi Act, as amended: , 

(ii) The JRSO will transfer, at any time \orithin two years 
from the time that return is made, such pronerty or interest 
or the equivalent value thereof to any persons whom the P~esident 
or such officer or agency as may act for him within t he terms of 
the Trading with the Enem:y::. Act shall determine to be eligible 

, under s ectl.on 32 to claim as owner' or. successor in interest to 
'such owner by inheritance, devise or bequest) 

(iii) ,The JRSO will m$ to the President,· with a copy to be 
furnished to the Congress, such reports (l.ncludingadetailed 
annual report on the use of the property or interest returned to 
the JRoo or the proceeds of any such property or interest) and 
permit such examination of its books as the President or such 
officer or agency may from time to time require, am 

(iv) The JRSO will not use such property or interest or the 
proceeds of such property or interest for legal fees, salaries, 
or any other administrative expenses connected Wl.th the 
filing of claims for or the recovery of such property or 
interest. 

5. The filing of this application for designation as a 
successor organl.zation pursuant to Public Law 626, 83rd Congress, 
has been expressly authorized and approved qy the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Directors of the JRSO, which is empowered so to act. 

Respectfully submitted: 

MOnroe Goldwater, President 

Saul Kagan, Secretary 

September 21, 1954 
, '. 
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11emorandum in Support of Applioation of Jewish Restitution Successor 
Organi~tion for Designation asSuooessor Qrganizatign 

Pursuant to Public Law 626. SlEd Congress 

The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, a membership 
organization incorporated under the laws of the State of New Yori~ 
has applied for designation as a suooessor organization under the. 
terms of Public Law 626, 8.3rd Congress, approved August 23, 1954. 
The following lsset forth in support of the applioation of the Jewish 
Restitutioif Successor Organization, hereinafter referred to as the 
JRSO. . . 

1. The JR50 was first inoorporated under the name of the· 

Jewish. Restitution Commission in 1947. (The name was subsequently, 

in 1948, as is set forth in the application, changed to t~ Jewish 

Restitution Successor Organization, for the reason that the latter 

name more accurately desoribed the functions of the organization.) 

It was set up, however, from the outset for t he specific purpose of 

acting as a sucoessor organization, under legislation similar to 

and identical in purpose with Public Law 626. It was anticipated in 

1947, when the JRSO was first set up (the term JRSO is used equally 

to refer to the Jewish Restitution Commission), that provision would 

be made in various laws for successorship to so-called heirless and 

unclaimed property. Long before the capitulatl.on of Germany, the 

Allied powers had considered measures to aSSttre that those persons 

who a:«;,quired property by force and duress would .not be allovied the 

peacefUl possession of their ill-:gotten wealth, The London Declara­
tion of 194.3, for example, declared that transfers under duress 

would not be countenanced. Pyrsuant to these general policies, the 
United States Government, at the end of 1947, enacted }1ilitary Govern­
ment Law 59, which was a law for the restitution of identifiable property 
in the American zone of Germany, This law contemplated the designation 
of an organization which would act as a successor to heirless or 
unclaimed property of persons who suffered persecution under the 
Nazi regime. . 

In rl~ 1948, the United States authorities in Germany . 

designated the JRSO, which had been set up in anticipation of-these 

events, as rtthe successor organization authorized to claim Jewish 

property, as hereinafter defined, pursuant to t he terms of ........ 

Military Law 59". This di)signation was i ncorporated in Regulation 

No.3, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 to this 

memorandum. 


Other articles of RegulationNo~ .3 defined Jewish property 

and specified the status, powers and obligations of the JRSO. 


2. Since its deSignation in June 1948, the JRSO has carried 
on an intensive program for the benefit of surviving Jewish perse­
cutees and has a;}ted in its stated capacity6~ a successor organi­
zation•. It has discharged its duties to the satisfaction of the American 

. authorities and has fUlfilled its function both of claim1ngheirless and 
unclaimed property and applying the proceeds thereof for its stated 
purposes, and of a ss1sting individual persecutees and claimants in 
connection with their own claims. 

http:capitulatl.on
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The role of the JRSO has been officially recognized, in con­
nection w1th consideration of S. 2420, the b~ll which became publie 
Law 626; In Report No. 2451, 83rd Congress, 2nd session, the 
Hsuse Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee stated that: 
It ••• Approximately 90 percent of the heirless property which is 
likely to be turned over to charitable organizations to be used for 
resettlement and rehabilitation purposes,as provided for in the 
proposed legislation, is of Jewish origin. An organization which 
plans to apply to the President for designation as successor in inter­
est is the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 'Which is a 
charitable organization incorporat.ed under the laws of the State 
of New York, This organization ,,;~s appointed by General Clay, 

. pursuant to U1litary Government Law tl0. 59, as the successor 

. organization authorized to claim Jewlsh property in Germany." A., 

similar statement 1S found in the Report of the House Interst.ate 

and Foreign Cormnerce Committee in the Slst Congress (Report . 

No. 2338, 8lst Congress, 2nd session, to accompany S. 603). 


In the discussion of S. 2420 on the floor of the House of 
Representatives, on August.;,', 1954, Mr. Klein stated (Congressional 
Record, .page 12829): 11 Incidentally, 'may I point aut that the milltary , 
government law in Germany today, which wasadmin1stered by General 
Clay, has a similar law whic,h states that such money should be ' . ., 
turned over to an organization Which will use it for the benefit, c::>f • ' 
persecutees of similar religions or similar political groups,w4ich 
is all we are trying to do here. The organization ,which was set up 
at that time in Germany by the administration, and approved by 
General Clay, is a similar organization, in fact. t he same organizatio~ 
as I believe will be selected by the President." (emphasis added) 

The role of the JRSO as a successor in interest to heirless 

and unclaimed property in the United States has also been judicially 

established. See In the Matter of Henry OlJ.esheimer, Deceased, 

Surrogate1s Court, New York, decree of 16 ~~yember, 1953. . 


3. The JRSOts application 1S supported by the following 

American organizations, all of which are members of the JRSO: 


Agudas Israel World Organization 
~~rican Jewish Cormnittee 
~erican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
Jew1sh Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. 
World Jewish Congress 

4. The JRSO should be designated as the sole organization 
authorized to act as a successor to property of persons ,~ho were 

. persecuted as Jews on religious or racial grounds. It would not be 
administratively feasible for more than one organization to act as 

,a 	successor to a particular category of heirless or unclaimed 

property. The task of tracing such property and of fil1ng appropriate 

claims for it, withln the rather brief statutory period, is one 6f 
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considerable magnitude and of great complexity. The nature of 

the task is such that it must be done as a unity, by a single organi­

zation, which will be able to claim all proper~ falling within the 

specified category. 


At the same time, it should be recognized that the JHSO is 
. not itself a relief operating agency. It will discharge its responsi­
bilities ,b.Y distribution of such funds as may accrue to it, for purposes 
specified b.Y the statute, tooperating relief agencies. These latter 
relief agencies need not be, and indeed in maQY cases will not be, 
members of the JRSO itself. Designation of the JRSO as the sole 
successor or~nization with respect to Jewish property, therefore, 
would in no way prejudice, and will in fact maximize, the utilization 
of the claimed property for the specified purposes. 

5. The application ~£ the JRSO limits its request for designa­
tion to designation as a successor to Jewish property and specif1es the 
use of the property or its proceeds for Jewish relief purposes. It is 
felt that other organizations can more appropriately discharge responsi­
b11ities with respect to non-Jewish properties and persecutees, since 
the JRSO has from the outset operated in, and is consequently expert 
in, only the field of Jewish claims and Jewish relief needs. Nev~rthe­
less, the JRSO proposes to take whatever' steps are feaSible to furn~3h 
intormation with respect to possible non-Jewish claims to other 
, ",,:;priate organizations, and to cooperate fully with such' ,other 
in erested organizations. As stated in the Report of the House Com­
mitteeon Interstate and Foreign Commerce, the great bulk of the 
property involved, and of the persecutees involved, are Jewish. In 
the course of the work preparatory to filing claims for this property, 
information relating to non-Jewish properties may well be developed. 
This infonnation will, of course, be available to such organizations 
as may be designated in the non-Jewish field, which should greatly 
reduce or eliminate. administrative costs for such organizations. 

In this latter connection, it may be pointed out that the pro­
visions of Public Law 626 require that administrative expenses and 
similar charges connected with the filing of claims for or the recovery 
of properties or interests not be charged against the properties or 
interests recovered. These funds will be provided the JRSO from 
sources other than assets falling within the scope of Pvblic Law 626. 

6. The appropriate officials of the JRSO are a t any moment 
prepared to consult with such officer or agency as the Pl~esident may 
designate on any matters connected with ~he application to which this 
memorandum is attached. 

~ ~. r"\ i'H, '-\ 6,', h !"1. •.. ~_. u_,J \.) 



MINUTL:S 

JRSO EXECUTIVE OOMMITTEE MEETING 

\ September 9, 1954 

Present: Mr. Monroe Goldwater. Presiding 
Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein 
Dr. Solomon Goldsmith 
Dr. ],'Ugene Hevesi 
Mr. Abraham Etvman 
Mr. Morri II Laub 
Dr. Isaac Lewin 
Dr. Nebemaah Robinson 
Mr. Saul Kagan 

1. A~igltion br tblJJiO fpt designation aa IUcgeagoE argen'latign 
1m2.it the blitles, "gpe;li! bill in the Il. S. Mr. Goldwater referred to the 
recent 'mailings to the members of the Executive Committee, setting forth the 
proTisians of the recently enacted heirless property bill in the U. S. 'O'nder . 
this law the President is authorised to appoint one or more successor organiza­
tiona to file claims for &lsets presently vested by the Office of Alien Pro­
perty I (<lAP) which can be pr:esumed as having been owned b,y persecutees who 
perished without leaving heira. Under t:tle alread¥ existing provisions of the 
law living persecutees. m~ claim the release of their property, and the present 
bill extends this right to aucceasor organizations. on behalf of tmse who 
perished. . . 

It was pointed out that thedasign.ation of a successor organization er..tailed 
a number of problems which would have to be, kept in mind. Under the law, for 
example. none of t.he funds recovered might be uaedfor adm1D.1etrative purposea,. 
and theorganit:ation designatedaasuccessor DIllst be prep~ed to assume the ,sa.- ,.. ' 
mi'Q,1strative expenses.involved •. The law further provides that the successor' 
organ1-zationmustfileclaims for individual assets presumed to have been 
owned by persseuteesandnow heirless or Unclaimed.:" ThOse assete are not present~ 
collected in a particular fund. Information WOuld have to be searched out of 
the racords of tbe OAF. a determination made whether an individu81 claim waa 
filed. and,if not, evidence preeented that the former. owner was in fact a 
persecutee. Sipce thislllQ be a task of tremendous scope. it . would be essential 
to wor~ oUt with tbellien Property Office definite procedures concerning the 
manner offlliD8 and proof. " .. 

Mr. Kagan r..eported that a preliminary aurvey of· the 11st. of accounts is 
already."beiD8 prepai'ed to teat for JeWish-soUDding names. Th:l.staak is of 
course made difficult b7 the fact that there is no indication for wh1ch of the ' 
assets claims have been filed bJ. living claimants. At the same time,it would 
preeently appear very dif(lcult to obtain from the Office of Alien Propert7 
a list of aocounts for, which 110 claims have yet been filed" 

I t Was further reported that a number' of orga2l.i ~tionahave already made 
inqulrtJea and h8.ve indicated their desire tob. considered as successor organi­
zations. Mr. Kagan pointed out that a. number of organizations, misled by pub-. . 
11city stories, proceeded on t~ assumption that there 1s actually a readily 
available fund of money, for a share of' which they are applying. There was 
clear indication, howevElJr, that shoUld the JRSO apply for sucC8ssor$h1p. it 
would be designated as the sole successor organization for former JeWish held 
assets, which were now Heirless or unclaimed. 

It waa alao pOinted out that under the law it would be possible for the 
JRSOto be designated. tor All. asaets of former persecutees, both Jewish 
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and non.-Jewish. The JRSO might conceivably claim all such assets and then 
work out agreements with non-Jewish organiZations concerning their distribUtion. 
It was the strong feeling of the meeting, however. that this should be avoided 
and that the JRSO should confine itself entirely to former Jewish-held assets. 

Mr. Kagan also reported that Mr. Katzen, the adviser on Jewish matters of tha . 
Republican National Committee, has expressed his readiness to assist the JRSO. 

It was the decision of the meeting that the JRSO shOuld apply as successor 
organization for formerly Jewish-held and now heirless or unclaimed assets. the 
proceeds to be used for Jewish victims of Nazi Persecution. The c:pestion was 
raised whether this limitation to Jewish assets alone wOuld reqUire at this time 
a IIpro-ratingtt. of the overall 3 million ceiling for a Jewi sh successor organ! zati on. 
It was felt,· however, that no particular reference to this should be made in the . 
application. Nor was it really expe'cted that this question would be raised at 
this time by the Government, particularly in View of the fact that former Jewish 
accounts are believed to constitute &bout 9~ of the potential assets. ' 

. II. ReAst of the fonner Isrulitische ReligiQAKesQllsQbaft of Frankf'urtc -. 
Project of the Vaad Hayeehi Y9th for the establishment ofaQQAvalescent home 
tAr Yeshivah student' in. Israel. Reference was made to the memorandUm on the 
project which had been circulated to the members of the Executive Committee 
prior to the meeting. It was pOinted out that this project would meet the 
desire of the representatives of the former Reli~onsgesellschaft that in 
consideration of the fact that theJRSO derived funds from the property of 
that communi tyan allOcation. be made for a project in Israel 'ltlhieh would 
memorialize the name and spirit of the community. Dr. GoldS!llith stated that 
and agreement had been worked out with a representative of the Vaad 
Hs.Yeshivoth concerning the name of the institution and other measure, with 
regard to the memorialization of the Frankfurt Religionsgesellschaft •. It· 
was further understood. that, upon approval of this project by. t~ JRSO, the 
Frankfurt Religionegesellschaft trustees would withdraw their elm. to th~ 
former property of the community and would entertain no further claims ag8.1nst 
the· J:a..sO. 

The Executive Committee approved an allocation of DM 200.000 for the 
above project, under the outlined conditions. It was further understood that 
funds would be allocate(l as they become available. 

The question was rai sed whether this allocation should be considered 
as part of the 1M 3 million fund to be set aside for projects submitted by 
various organizations. Decision on this point was deferred. 

III. Mot&on bY Dr. Lew!n. Dr. Lewin stated that in consideration of the 
fact that the successor organizations are expecting to receive certain funds 
for the indemnification claims for destroyed synago~;ues, he would propose 
that these funds be set aside for religious purposes - not necessarily 
synagogues, although there may be need for synagogue construction in Israel 
or other areas. He felt that such a gesture would demonstrate the interest 
of the JRSO in carrying forward the spirit of the collimunities which had 
originally built and used these synagogues. In view of the diverse issues 
involved in such a proposal and the need for further clarification, it was agreed 
to defer consideration at this time. 
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!'HE. PROMO&! Dll)JMNIFlCl'AfiON, /lin HEFN\AlIONS 

{ A te;ntative })net review of :facts and measures :) 

. 1»y Behemiah Robinson. 

l. '. he;pres;.tstatUseh tb.eRrobl~ 

. ,~everal.:pl"obie_ ot greate~ importance have to be treated 
. hal'e t' ' 

~, WAe ,. QU88"10n ot. ~ow 1z,.a.emnif'1cation (rest!tut1.on ' 

.of p:r.pert1aa4o~Jl8atlGn .•t 1;08SeEJ) 1s.handled1n .the 

rarleus t01'Jller.az1.4~'e4 countries,. , ' . 


.'1,) Mlatha,ppen,sol!' isexpeotedtf) be aone wlthlew1eh 

,property 'wlloSaG'WDftl's(or their hell's') h~e been. 81Ulil111atecll 


, 0) What hS 'been dCDJl6 to solve the problsm ot general 

cC)DlJ)ensatlen tor ',ew1sh losses ~reparatloas) J 


. ('.1.'.&1"6 .'8Ws .. ' ... aotual or tormer 'Sottzes' of .Axls 
" aatl.pS~ ... treated w1~hregar. '_. theixop:&topertiea',lQoate4 

, .' . 'tJl. 4l11.~tlOGUlltries ,.•1" aS$""t~ 11, .. be~tJe' as me_II ,ot'repara.' 

~l~s. t071 the_~ent ;01' ~+ie•. 1\8.tloJlsf the SI!i1Il_ &sto b.e1:p.

18.s8 p.oper'bT ()t Al11edol~lz.191 , . 


.• ). 'Wi18.1;18 it118 p(l)$1t1oa~t·l.eoted Jewish pl'f)periYi 

. . t) ':ell.ol,al••t ,lew. n-_,A:d~o~tr1es a.allistthelr 

'~.'ernm.. .'.~' eJ1~.'.J...an... d ', ..•. ·.POS..se8... 801"$
.. Pl!'es.e.n~ 0.r t.heirpro.er~.les .J th~ ,
ttl~ot propertl~s of ·em1pant$ ·from othercoun,ti'ies. .... " .. 

~rlet17. th.$ posttionean besummarlztld 8,8 ·fol1()WSt ' 

....... '.~.. J1)urUs tllew~tU.rtle8tall. iJ1'fadedoGlUltries 
le~.p$ ._.R8i"dl It.ad.et1aoted deest.as Qr p~bl1sll.ddeol...rat1011s .. 
cenee:ril.in.g the nUllltyot fUJ.t;s of sPC!l11at~Oll.andt0rced. transrers., :. 
4n.$.441,1011, all ef them' have adhered. to the Vn1ted .•81;10llS . 
J)eolare:t1on of 'anuary 5,. 194..3 on the saJllEt. sub3eot. 

, . 

»nato tll\$(ixist1ng restr1ot1on.s aJid diftieul.t1es 

1~ postal and other .servioes an4 the unsettled conditions in 

JI1a.J1iet 'J;h,ew~stl1.okenOClnmtr$.es, net al.:J.. 4ata all the iX).dem­

Jdtloat10D. lelislat1ol1 and 1ts 1m:plementatlon .are available.' 

~.tar. 8s'tb,es$acts811d lIQElsui'es sr. kD.0W:ti n.elther ielpUlD.,

~tlXfmlb.Gurg I ..... ,. . ....... ..., ...:r.e~cei". Nerway lU.,oalana, BOliand ao:r",9zeOhO$l
vlAld.a have. after .1'beratlon, enacted. allY special lawson. the 
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!4aroh:'2~' ').i:5~S=:rt: ,!!~~;rfe::: ::p:;~t::'.:xoePt 
, tho8etG~'t,)e .~rop:r1atthi) ..dtlte ~e..~ .~:reef. preyldes , , ,	i~ri.:!1;;!~::,~P:g:v:t~:~:: t:$r~~:n:e:°l!tm~:~:d::. , 
hew the ret\U."n1s ,e,',f,tee,'t~d,~,,1f' at,. a.,11,.,., "In"tltetomer,' ,sate"lllte I'o.~t~les,/I)f*tMTjIMFv! 'arul ,_a~te4eta1l.ed ,laws ' 
$ll th.~retum,.t Bemeo,',· ecOnfToMl and transt~lTed p~ I 
pert1Eua w.e:re issued. JUt. with thee:xo$ptl~n, of Italt. th~l"',
lmplementat1. seemS to 'meet m,th grea~ difficultieS.and gees ' 

onvo17 $1$v47; tl1e prOvisions are tartr_beiagsa~1stacw". 

In ,INn.; the, law ot theagrl,1,r1an,retor.m contai"n,s pr()visions 
 I;'conee_ "emsh propeJrt1es;iihey, are hari.ly eacouraSiDfb ' ' 


. • .•... ·QuttG 41~erent is the s~tuatien in ~.. \I'lle ...• 

Frell.cll, ooverDment" enaoted. earlier iec~eesconoern~g.thereturA"

of' lewish pte»er~ielib.thellal1ds ot pveram:_al efti()8S u4 

!=t:t·J:wtAP~?;;.;';~le:~~::c.r~~ir~~:!:.t;g t.he 
the authorit.laser the ,'ews ,themselves. !he law went quite
alQngway toward tul,f111.ingthe demands fora fair l~g~s­

lat1en I it instituted Qapeeq pr~oe'ure, stated usef'Ul , 

El.SSumpt;lOllS tor the1i)en.et1t, ot, despoil43d, pars,ons,. pro-y1dedfor 

de~a:ys in repayblg the ~ountsreo~lved by ~hev1ot1m8 0'1' , . 

racial,legislation. still, oertain detects ara to be found; 

espeoially ,incases of "YolUl;1tar'1" transters •. 
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, ' Wheb.st pro"$ flJt)ow ree t1tut!,;G takEtS plaee
" 	 are .,.the:reporta ,eomi,q hom elll over.Europeabout the ' " 

despe1l'ate eool1OJdo plight at 't-,lle 'ewieh. peplllflUen there • 

. ,. ' ' ,Ai'",,) .'!be4etnea.t ~tlle Oov~r_ent8"ln.e.x1le 
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p~ao~4uader .sequ.s~ratiol1 aJldtha.1j .•. speelal de~tce. wUl 
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d1JJPQssessedJewB regaining'tb,eir properties have to Part1clPllte 
inth:J.sburden and whether they muat also pay·.lt by W8.l'ottaxesello. other levie B.. . '" .' .' 

.....•. ' .•.·.'».eae~pr.~_ 1s p~opert1es.'t JeWs ,espe01all,. 
trom.Ge~TaclAu.~., .loeated 1l1f()me:r oeQl1pledOo.\J,l1trl.,s 
(FrfU1ce,OzeOll~UI1••akia.l ·.·.sla.rttieto.).I$ .1s knO'Wllthat 1ll 
o.erta1a .$8.~e$(JT_ee; .~l. ." '., .1· \h.ep,....'Pen1~s f>t all A..'d.:s . . 
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the bti'ri4ualcGUD.tnes ha,ve ,8'Wrta1aed•.01" .as part.,t 'tb.~. 
general. lIrepara~lens:. ;pa ·tbe llrniteclStates Ii.' reoent e!1[ton'blve
order ef the Pre.lient aftected all Qer.m.fU\ assets 'W1th0ut 

. distinction. . . '. . . . 

. . . lb.. tAj,rd .eatege"~(Jl1l4fi)8 u ..tsb.~ ..... 
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are .s:tl11aliye.tAe pen:t.ls thtf~ tlleirpropert1es maybe.

claimed bythe.A)..11es· asA:x:1saSfJets.Xnthe event that ••,. 

hA.. V' b.$....•...... alUlill11Cite.·.. ' ..•.. ish.e q .' .....•... .._.s .. ·. ... ....' .. t .....O.labt....·......6 .. .. ... 4 '. .... ....$t1 _ ttl.,.' ".tn .....0...ue., e. 1'i..ghtl1.em will dso anse.eepeo1l4lt .sillo•.. eitlle~ .tlJ.e .st~_$ 

'Wfa.oseDa:td.oQ1sth._ .wners.we;,e•. or .. the COWltri.es . V4terG . 
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sn.Ohaatse$e.muoh, 1.•s~wJle~e~.y. ~. ,~.<i>.._ s.assetsbeleag . 
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.. . .. ...•~.. t.h..Ef)haa.4.,. s

,kave .lett.p",ertyln y.~.us owntr1.... . '.. 

. ". '.' ...·.···.M;ntlheJ;'e eenbtl 11ttle40ll'btthat at least a .' . 
put G)tl· .... ' '. valUab,les, m..~7·and .o~erpr()per1l1fiu'_Js_l."
hOllil ,_a.uov.rJlur~elt7 ",:mJ.;Ul.T ~d&ermans. vdllbe. .' . 
reooyere4,'by .the . Alll.s. I'b .las'beellrepol'ted tllatsOIne.such. 
assets .k.""f.ll!~U'l4rbe.a,:f,Ud .•1li'. Qel"mal17. l "thers ,w111ba' 
lOQated1lll!j.deQu1as belQ:a!1tls·to ~~. b81.lks.• authQ))"ities 
dO-hish .1n~'ri.4u.al·~UU•. JIU.~ otlt .. has.' bEtea .experted " 
ll(flltral.~~r1elJ •.. e$peola1ll'8w1tzetrl~il•. S\yeden( i'\j has 
b~eJlreported tlialthegr.li:test.Part of thetlfty mllion. 
4011.ar~:n '~".estJi1ent '111, tllat COUJ1tlT represent., .I.mel! '" 
10.ot1, ·lpa1nrU:lCiLatta.~.r1osncGu.ntrle.,ln. some. <lases .the 

,p.'r<1pe.r.t.. 1.... es.. C.·.fU1.·..•.•... b.'e ...id~n .. as. belo.n.gill...... ' .. t.0... ".'.11'1,. e.4 Slll"V'.·lvin.' ,.rews." .. elthe:r from. ,tdsoG,untr1es .Gr- Allied NatiQns - ... ,1n ()tll~~.8' 

D,G Ident.ltioat1on is possib~; asthey;w$l;'Eil melted down l.· 


.1\ . 
, , 

-
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in, a greatllla,llyiristanc$sn6, claimants' vdllbe' at hand~ 
having been, aJinl1111ataa: 4. ' 

, ',' ,,' "Ad ',f);',fhe p~$ltlQll,of former fel'mari'and.Austl:-1an 
c1tizensQl"res1dents 1s of especially great conoern, slILoe' 
almost none of'them wants,' t(i)'return, thewe.'liot only'are large

"real $sta1»esJente)':1)ris~s. and, oi:;her 'a88efts,:1"".,,.()lve~,' but" alaC) 
cla~ pertal'Ri,JJg~Q ,~awtlJJ.,levles ,(speoial,levies Qnl.W$ t" ' 
,.em!~ation 'baxland ',other ,a-lghts ,(inS1.lrano,j,;loat poslt1011setel. 

, ".,' •• Thee1ll1srentSfr~m.' ncn~A.na" c~untr1es oemost int.~'; 
sated ,~n, th~'PG.,SS1b~11trot, trl:lnsferring' ~e1rpr()pert1es' to " ' 
their new res~4encee,' " , '" "', ," ' 

. '. ' . 

:tx~;'.heiae;as!te.sto bit, $1l5~ 	 , ' 
, , Ad &,; As we ,ha!ve seen~ not eve17'Wharehav6, the .. 

,ne,cess~ m~asu,esbeen,'~%lao'ed ,and,eepec1Uly1mplementecl. 
, ,N~~r,Etdf1>.~. exi7.,ao~~c)D;'f!Jeem't() ha:Ye.be,en ','baJten on the ' part 

, ,t>t.heWQr:t.a'$~sh'.,op.gre~s,. ~teps, 00:014, bE)"eny1sag~d ,to
"p~xnpt ;thO:i(& ,pve~en.~e whiQh,haCi nQt yet acted;, ,,'~," <10 ,', ", , 
,S~$th$ng .about ,~he, '1'~~ ,of: ,"~$llp~erty.liJid aatiataoi)iea 

, elf' 'E'lw1PcldJa•• Wh~".e .tl'JJ3meaS1U"es'tak~ are 1n6ideque.tt. 
,p);,opos$ls ~~~, bettQ:r 1;r(;}atnm.nt,~.:tI,ld be presented. InEtl,l ' ' 
· ,case.s,'t:b.e, i.~4s "~~ :,1"aQlllists,lmlst ,b~ ·ba08d13n th~,aotual ' 

oemdltloi1s ~ .1.egislatlYe Iiltd 1Qrt,ement017.Xl' ,notll1n:g.s: 
dG.e.t:nom.oreor'lessu1:rol'lnsoltl~l~D.fw1th variatj;tbli$ , 
1nlle:ren~1l1the l~eal:aondltton,s) "01ll.d 'be<&oh.1ev'ed.: ':h~ ,
r,esolut1en. Q:t Atlanti¢ Oity,d~4~ Bu"h m:t.1fo11!rl.ty~, , 

,IDl , As indicated. in oertain instances s()lIle 
" sort of i:'1:t.1iccog ll, has ,been,)achieved. ,But neither there 

., 	 noit else, ',eren:asal111:hini ,4et~1te been done • Acocrdini to 
th~~es~l.U;~Qn()tAt:tant1Q "q1tt,speo181 .,attention ,shp:til.dbe 
pa1d~.thj"s ":serare.t.X',,(Je~ei:al'$W1.sh ra.(u)nst.r..tot.1~I,~:'t ,.' . 

· l!I&lU )let~~W1e.11ma. has~~eady:pass~d when :t~ool.Ultrles 
, . ~tf)lv,d .WOUld ,'l1ateagre~4t() ,tha..demands Qt· Atla:ntl0 .01ty .. 
. ',m tbe~~tQtal1ty. )tut. som,e1ib41:is may: :b9 .sa:tvaged.;~~re and 

.~ha.re(e,sp~c,ially ,. intb$,\V~~terneountr.1ea):··1t action •. is . 

.talt~n.itshould, be.asoer:tMn~d ....,~'.. thr~gh ,some ·.ld.n.do,r" 
,study;;..·;;", howJll~pers())Il.s . tn. every . coun.t17 ~e1nvolvEidj '. 

what , theaPpl"W:)~lXUi):te .aDlc)1lIltsa#Eil.and. wl1~tare'tha. pos~lbll1tlea 
.f,oi" traJl8:f'~r•. AtW rat~ tihe ,governments, .•st, bE) remillded· Of 
· the exi~t~#Qe ot'tb~ probl_m.· . . " .,..

.........•......... ·eo,· I.n tl\lsreepeoj; nething s)!.~rt oOntGrVsnUoa 
 ..• 
, . with tkelts :aepari:menltandthe :rorelgnQttice ~ ," even batter;, 

w1ththe Presldilnt and t.bp' Prime Minister .' .... "o.lUdnet any. .'. . 
, rS$ttlt o Memere.t1da,o:ught to be ,pr.asentedatt:haearllea.t possible
mom_to It should also be . oonsidered_ether the vn,-tedBtates .. 
could not be moved 1;0 usea.t lEt8.st part of. the ·conf1soatea ,. 
fJerma..n assetsforlswish rehabilitation andreoonstruot1one 

()JJc.. c Cj.? 
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..... ;.Ad,dl .pifterent.steps a.re· advisable. for thed.ltf41irent 
categories C;ll'assets., So tar asmeaauresund~rte.ken .by<'the .ind1 ... 
vid)la:l gnernm.an't';s' are.' oonoe~.dinterventionwithth~!8 
neqessal'Yt! If th~ Allies de.oide '0 exaetl'epara.tionsft-Oln . 
~rmany iIi tb,e t'Q:r;m.pt 6oo'da:and. enterprisee,or;,partsthereot 
to. be to\U1d th~re•.and of"t:\ssets andprop~rtylooatedtllere 
(inoludinS.AUstl"ia.) .andelse'W'here" .tm . Repara.tions Commission 
and .the ~Cl;lVr(jlQ()_ssion: t,Ol' ~l"Illallyw111 have ~ be . 
a.pproaohe.clto·exe.,mpt .1ewi.s.h.prope.rtY.·,.rrOlll. aUeh.;ua.e.,sp~qlal.... 
Oare .and itrtervent~()l1withtlB ~overnments will be require« 

in ease·. of ;rewishhe1l'less, assets i olaims and' properti~8 UL 

the1n~1v1due:l oOWl.tJ."lEHh . . .' , ". .' 


. .' ". . Ad ,e) Tl+ea.u:t.llority over looted prOp8l"ty vari,es 
from theocoup~'t;(A:n.e~i1Oall,tBri.tish, . frenoh and Russiflll) . 
to' _. OO\Ult:rY otlooa~1on'.Atpresent,the.Amerlcano()ou.. 
p~tioll autll.()ri1:d.esseem, tab.s the main holder, of,sl1ch pr~ 
per1:;1~s fotind ~'~rmant.II1tetvent1onW'ith.~he, J\lneric811 Sta ~e 
and JVar Departments anli thD Oolfima)lder-in:-~e:r of tlleOco~atlO1l 
~.'.'.' 'tU!6 "lIl(J.8t .Wtf8n~.,b.1it;oOlltaet '111tllQtller:atitharities we1114 
alsoha.v~to be iJi1t14Qd.,' . , .' ..... .' . , ." , 

.. '.' .' ·"trSif!Qe tl1ere'wlllprobably be no German . 
.' ,"ernme:n:~ ,,:01": ystU"s ,tG,oome, theauthor1tTt()r 'suoh', questions

Will. rest 'w.1th. th.e di:ttel?ellt ()coupying 'author1ti~s(the .AJD.er1oan 
se~Upprovi4es;'aB does.' the .qontrolQOlnIld.ssien, .:tor a a.~~tmeat 
Qf;re:parat1~sa:nd r$st1tutlon.land the Control, Oouncil. t,l'heS$ 

··ctt'~l~~s. weUld ~veto ,be~J)r9a,ched atth~;earl~es:~ p()8s1b16 .', 
lJ1o:Q1eJi1t~Il:r. the . case ofnon.~.A:x1semigrants, the ind:Lvidual . 

. g~er.nments.·mustb&, approached.' , '. . " : " 

. ',' . . ..... . Ad. &\1.>-, fl.:The. ~tatedprebleJllst3.lld possib~e ' 
rem~dies, arQ.rtlUiiient.$17 ,oMf', s1l:lo e o~y ,the. maln teatUl:'8S 
could. be aiV&n:.,In: all:.oaS$amore 4eta.11ed~eq1ests would . 
hav~ to trbllO\V t)le 1niti~l steps as the,p~obl&ltUi'are mos1;
(S<lm'pll.ca'b~iand 11e.;'dlyveJr1 eas11,.. aolve4.lDallprob$bUI1i7 
jO~1J .8,ct1QJ:lgy' .. t1l8 nat,iQils. inv~l:v~'landpr€J1laratlon:of the 
ltiaterl,al.ter tp.e$1A~UD.ts.1n".olv~ .(1UL:roughsomekind 'ot .~~ 
g1stl"at~ol'lot. cla1:ms. lYlill,be inevitable.; 

http:t'Q:r;m.pt
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COl;1MITTEE 	 FOR JElrJI SH CLAINS ON AU srI}lA 
270 l-1adison Avonue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

MEMORANroM 

July 27, 1953 

To: l-1embElr Organizations 

From: Saul Kagan 

You Hill have seen in the press the report on the recess of the 
Austrian negotiations for the SUr.1F.1f:)r. It is contei7!plated to resume 
negotiations on September 14. 

At the close of tho first phase of the negotiations Dr. Goldl:1al1n 
and Mr. Bockelman mot with Chancellor Rasb, Finance 't-1inister Karn tz, 
anc1. Forei.gn l'unister Gruber to review the, progress hitherto made. 'l'he 
attc.ched letter from Dr. Goldr;lann to Chancellor Raab, which is confidential, 
summarizes tho undorstandings arrived at thus far and outlines the problems 
'ltlh1ch still remain. It. is clear that during the subsequent negotiations 
it will be nocessary to formlize the understandings thus far reached 
and to reach agreoment on tho outstanding issues. Attached is also the 
to)..1i of' the agrood draft conlrlUnique. According to a cable received from 
Europe i·~ is expected that a cormnunique along these general lines will 
be issued this week. 

It is expected that a m::eting of the mcmberorganizations Will be 
called in the course of Soptember. 

'SK:mc 	 Saul Kagan 

http:Forei.gn


COMMITTEE FOR JEWISH CLAIMS ON AUSTRIA 
270 M'ldison Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

July 17th, 1953 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Joint Executive Doqrd Membera 

Refe renee is m"de to my memorqndum of yesterd'W. 

Dr~ Hevesi 1'lnd. Dr. Robinson returned. tod~y from VienM Md. 
brought copies of the letter which Dr. GoIQm~nn sent toCh~ncel10r 
R1:1.ab foHol/ring his meeting on July 14th 'lnd. the text of the pro­
posed. press communique to be issued. by the AustriqnGovernment ~fter 
the meeting of the Cqbinet on July 21st. 

It is obviously cle'lr thqt .the press communique is subject 
to suchchnnges 'lS the Austrian C~binet m'ly m~ke next ~esd~. 

SK:AUN 
Enc. 

", .. f' {I ~') 6 
.L. J. ..) (J. j 



.TRANSLATION 

Vienna, July 15, 1953 

His Exc~llency 
Chancellor Julius Ho.ab 
Federal Chancellory 
BElllhausplatz 1 
Vienna 

Dear Mr. Chancellor: 

Before leaving Vienna I ,·iould like to e~q>ress my thanks for our dis­

cl).s;~ion of yesterday and express my satisfaction that we have advanced 

one stop on the road to a final agreement. . 


Mr~ Beckelman. will SUbmit today to Finance Jv:inister Dr. l<amitz the 

draft of a communique which we discussed# and I confidently hope that 

this comr.Il.11:l.ique \1111 be published by you.r press servIce, as agreed, next 

Tuesday after "the mecting of your Cabinet. 


Since, at your t'.nd your colleagues' reque st, the cOJnr1ll!liquewill 
be '.forded quite generally and since in yesterday! s discussion we reached 
aGreement en certain points which vlill not be mentioned in the communique $ 

I condder it desirable, with regard to the future negotiations, that 
these points be briefly forDllated: . 

1) The Austrian Governmnt accepts and recognizes the principle 

that no discrimination shall be practiced against non-citizens and 

non-residents of Austria Hith regnrd to restitution and indemnification 

lceislation.The Allstrian Government declares its readiness to· extend 

this principle of non-discrimination, which is already expressed in the 

tuo laws passed last week, to all existing lc.ws dealing with these 

questions and to also apply this principle to all future legislation in 

this C011l1cction. . 


2) Your Gove~nment will favorably examine (wohlwollendpruefen) the 
q~ostion to provide certain compensation for the loss of furnishings 
and similar values for victims of National Socialist porsecution, 
po.rticulnrly by assimilnting these compensation methods to the already 
existing 'legislation for similar losses (bombed buildings, etc.) . . 

3) . Although you and your colleagues have· or1phnsized in yesterday's 
discussion that you cannot concei.ve as yet how siniiler compensation should 
be paid fer losses of such assets os savings cccounts, insurance policies t 
.icll"els, otc., within the frumevlOrk of 0xisting Austrian legislation, 
you on the other hand declared your willingness to oxamine these questions 
f'.:.rthor Hhen negotiati6ns uill be resumed in Septe:mbor. 

4) In the question of heirless and unclaimed JC\/ish property, you 
doclared your 1:1illingness, in ·future negotiations, to take into con­

.siclere..tion other aspects of this question than mroly identifiable 
'pro!lorty, and to conaider the possibility of placing an additional amount 

/ ... 


http:concei.ve


/

/ - 2 ­

at tho disposol of tho Jewish organization, in ord8r to render assistance 

to JC~'lish victim; of National &;cidist persecution in c:md outside of 

Austria, uhich could not be rendered out of an:,' .. other means. In this 

Hey the ~mOUl1t uh:lch your Governncnt Hould lnt'.kc avdlablc to our Com­

mi:ttoe. for heirless Elnd unclained Je'vlish property \Jould also have tho 

chc.racter of a ho.rdship fund, since this amount. sholl bo used ex­

clUSively on behe.lf of Jew:i.sh victims of National Socialist persecution, 

in C'Jld· outside of Austria. . 


Finally ltJe Ggroedregarding the further proceduro that a comrlUniquQ 
shnll be issued ne;ct. wook on your behalf, the text of lvhich shall be 
prepll.red by us vdth Finance Hinister Dr. Kamitz. This Connmiquo 
sh<:'.ll cOl1"~ain threw points: 

a) The rocognition of the principle of non"";discrininatton; 

b) The continuation of discus/:d.onG between experts for 
technical preparation of the future negotiations: 

c) The announcement of the resumption of the negotiations 
between tho tuo delo:~atiol1s nround Septenber 12, 1953, at which time all 
still outstanding and unGettled questiens shUll be discussed in tho hope 
of roe.ching nnutually satisfactory agl~eorDnt. 

I my assume I dear lir. Chancello;r, that thccontent of this letter· 
sets forth in detail tho resltit of our discussion of.yestorday nnd in 
closing vny eXpross egain the hope t.hat it vlill be pOSSible, on the 
basis of our yestcrdf~ls diSCUSSion, to roach in Septembor as soon cs 
I1cca;j..blG c. sotisfactory settlonont of nIl outstund:lng questions. 

Uishing you a pleasant vDcation, I ror..ain Hith best regards, 

Respectfully yours, 

Dr. Nahum Gcldv.D.nn 

, 
\, 

http:Gcldv.D.nn
http:sh<:'.ll
http:Jew:i.sh


, TRANSLATION 

DRAFT 

PRESS CO~MUNI,Q,UE 

July 14. 1953 

The ne,gotiations which were conducted on the :part of the Government of 
the Federal Republic of Austria during the last few weeks with the repre­
sentatives of the Jewish organizations, have in their first stages already 
led to certain posi tive results. 

Above all, the Austrian Government affirmed the principle that in le­
gislation regarding restttut,ion and. compensation, for victims of National 
80cialist persecution no distinction shall be made ;between Austrian citizens 
and non-citizens, both within Austria l;ind abroad.T.his principle of non­
discrimiMtion is IOllready expressed in the laWs which were passed last week 
by the Austrian Parliament (reg~rding compensa tion .to officials and com­
pensation for d.eprivationo! liberty). The questions of compenM.tion for 
heirless and unclaimed Jewish 'lssets.' t,l,S well 'l9 for furnhhings and simi­
lar assets confisMtedby the National $ocialist regime, still remain to 
be clarified I"tnd satt led. ' 

Due to the beginning of summer va.c'3.tions, it WI1~ agreed in a discus'sion 
in ll1h1ch particip~ted, on behalf of the Austrian Government the ,Federal 
Chancellor, the Minhter of Foreign Affair's, and the Finance Minister, and 
on ,behalf of the Jewish organiz~tions, the Chairman of the Joint Executive 
Board for Jewish Claims on Austria, Dr. N'lhum Goldmann, and the leader of 
the Je111ish negoti'lting delegation, Mr, Mose s Beckelma.n, that experts of 
both Sides should continue the discussions which should lead to a. clarifi­
Mtion of the evaluation of heirless I'l.nd uncll'l.imed Jewish asseta, as \olell 
as of the confiscated furnishings I1nd similar values. In the first half 
of ;)e:pt,ember the negot iations qIv'lll be resumed in the ex:pecta tion that 
these discussions will de~ with all questions which were raised but not yet 
settled and will lead to a satisfactory settlement. ' 

****** 
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LAW OFFIOES 

LANDIS, GOHEN, RUBIN, SCHWARTZ AND GEWIRTZ 

1832 JEFFERSON PLAOE, N. W. 

JAMBS M. LANDIS WASHINGTON e. D. C. 
WALLACE M. COHEN 

SBYMOUR J. RUBIN STERLING :3 - 3905 

ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

STANI..EY GEWIRTZ 

JAKES R. ZUCKEB.l>I:AN 

TO • ..MaOI\,.....-.1 
~TJob....,/ 
... aaYl" 
~l,.~ 

I.beli... Via' tba··at_tled .... ...t:. 1__ '" 

.~fIteJ' ~1a .$~kl7. 
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DUA.RT~W 0,' STATE 


,Dear 	Sy. 

, Thank yeu tor )'OUJ' lett41r of June S, 1nVh1ch)'OU Nk ,ue to diS0Us8, 
witJJ. 	Dr. Oount,' , ' 

(a) 	 ~ deSirab1Ut.;y Of, reacbina a bulk setu.mcmt et 
, JRSO alai.- 1nl3erllnJ and 

Cb) 	 "tboneed iorpassase Of the Federal, ~f1Q&t.iOD 
10 .ttbe P~sent I!f,tsldtm of: , t.be ~cle$tag. 

1 d18Cl.l88$d the.. po1nts Wiin hiJil laBt night,at _. length. 1. 

fOUDdb1ro. '~famU1arwit.h both prilblems and hewd t.hat Jle had' 

fWfIm Ben Ferencz 'about 't.hem'sho.MJ.7 befor. he l.tt t. \he Statel .last

week. 	 ' 

Wl~,.regard to {a),iKt 16 well4l'lVi!Qf the delili::-"bility Ql' obWnil1$ 
au.ell 	a6et.~_t. a. .. did in the other Leander.,;~wrJ he po1nt.$ ~t; that. 
the Berlin llituation is co:mplloateci 07 ~e 1's,ottlli1tawgeehaN of the , 

, support. of tM, o1t,y' Gq.IIBs from tilO ,"oral f;reaeu:r;y Whlob. is under con,vol of 
tbe 	raan- M1:n1Jiter $Ohaelfer. He is elJle' wo-lT1ed about pr.Ulbing too baN ' 
a\t.bj.e ,ur. ~,~. eGOnOlDi4l 'lIi_aUOIlof Jex-1iD ,18 ,~Il <l11'f1CQ1t ahapS.·', 
lle'miwr. brt 1d.llcontUlUe to do whate'NJ' hepoaed.b17. to brlngabout, • 
P\1Gl~ S$ttlemnt-. ' 	 ' 

Withregard \0 ,(}) l. lie has lJPo~. to the Cbanoellor ~ry "e.n~ and 

offered his, hll ~poJ>tto' the C,bau~llOI' inget,t,ing the law t.hNup the 

B~a,.,. He ·maQe',OleU' to 't.tUJ Oh4ncenw that if thi••eeas ad11!l.ble, h•• 

Dr. CQnftDt liOUld btl) glad to \~e t.b.emattel" Up vdththeftl'iOW!lJliri1steJ'" 

PreeideD~e':He ~ • that ~ OhamceUor hall t¢om18$d to Dc:,.t.ifY Dr. COnant 

it Dis help Should prOw lltIceaSU7!i ' ' 


. . - '. : . 	 , 

lara ,sure the Amen0e8Jewish COmndtteliJ can' be certain ·that. Mr., CoAant 
1$ keew a~.t tbedelire.bil1\7 of pushing ,tooompletiOl'ltrbe whole program ' 
~ r~).t.oratiGD .UG 1nde1Ilnincation s:t. the fJarlieatpOSGibJ..et1me.. ' Be teld $9 
that he hopes to hale 'JJlOn chailce,to see F.renOD01I· ,that he has got settl~in 
a bit. 

Sincerel:r ,'TOUFS. 

Oeoffrey Lewis 
DePllty Director 

B\J;rOau f)t'~romm .Affairs 

~ tI.' Rubin, ~sq", 
1~32 Jeffe~a_Plac., J.W II 

Wasb:1ngtOIi 6, D.C. 



June 12, 1953 

l!IIr. Saul Kagan 
c/o Amerioan Joint Dietribution Committee 
119 rue Saint Domini Itue 
Parie 7e .' 

Dear Saul. 

We bad 8. meetil'l8 of our oommithe y"",terdayand I presume that 
Benny w111 send you a report. In a.dc.U. tieR I want. to .inform you that 
the Finance Committee of the B.R. hela. its meeting yesterday but' 
nei ther Schaeffer nor Oe1'teriDB (Stoate Seoretary Hartmann is on leave) 
were present altboup Aleph, as I was autitentioally told by Ill., did 
Sp8ak to Sohaeffar in the meantime. I neverthele.s8 hope that thia 
oonversation will pay dividende in the long run. 

Anyhow, the ,inance Committee pa.soed a similar resolution a.the 
8peoial Committee the other~, to wit notoppos~ng tneFederal Draft. 
I therefore hope that the Bundesrat will pass the, bil.l on 19 Juneaince 
it is to be eubm1tte4 tolhtm, after enaotment b.v the·.BWldoatag, ODce 
more for approval. 

Maybe Schaeffer did not attend the meeting of; the Finanoe Committe. 
for taotical reaBord sinoe it had leaked out the day before that the 
comm1ttee· would not blook the Federal Draft. . . 

When I talked to Oefteri~ the other day he advis.ed me not to take 
things "too tl'agio"ii a financial arrangement between the Bund and 
the Laender would not he reaohed by 19 June as the problem could be 
solved until the bill comes io the B.R. Him aweiten J)urch&angn. Oe:f'terlug 
made lie teel the. t para 71 of the draft woUld .not be the last word of 
Sohaeffer. He ie apparently waiting tor the Laender Finance Minietry 
oontaoting hia. in line with what he told me when I visited him. 
Oeftering wae also of the opinion that Sohaeffer after makingtbat 
proposition as oontained in para 77ooUl,dnot oeme out with another 
one but would bave to wait tor a oounterpropositionfroa the Laender. 

In a.greementwi th :Benny I shall now aim at lntluenoin« the one or 
oiher Finance ll1n1.tar to get in touch with Sohaeffer, .if ever possible 
together with 80me of their oolleagues. I shall do so in the oourse 
or next week, if not earlier, Qn 19 June as I hope that €lome of them 
wl11 partiCipate in the meeting of the B.R. I would like it best to 
talk to Frank (who is at present still on leave) as I am on nice 
terms with him. It they arepreeent I would also talk to.Troeger, 
Ringelma.ri.n (whC) is' usually liPuiizing :f'or Zletzeeh) a.nd Nowak, Rhein­
land-Pfalz, wi th whom I bad dinner on Wbitsuntide ~ I shall, furthermore, 

.W!'c. c.a~· 
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. .(I.,.Jjj!'v( . 
try to see Ollenhauer and a.sk him to ta.lk to Troeger. By the wa:y, 
when I wa.s inWiesha.den on 9 June Troeger was unfortunately out of 
town and I oould only talk to Dr. Ebersb&oh who promised me to sub­ ,',mit Dl.f requeet (to invite Sah.aef:f'er to the meeting of the Finance . 
Oommittee of 11 June in a particularly emphatio way) to his boss 
next mornin&'_ 

Jeanette 'fo1ff, baoked by Oreve, }I1eaded yesterda.y in the 
Reohtsaueechusa with great vigor fer arranging more meetings and 
the oomndttee finally agreed to reoonvene tomorrow and on 17, 18, 
19 eyenir~ and 20. The time-table for the following weeks h&snot 
yet been eet. 

I had lunoh with Jeanette yester~ but could talk to Greve 
only a few minutes as he had to make a speeoh in the plenum'oon­
cerning the Arbeitegerio~te and to attena that debate. I looked up 
Oreve thi 8 morning again' and talked: things over witn. him in detail 
siresaill& tlIat it 18 nowmuoh more important to spe.edup and push' 
the bill throU6h than toaocompllsh improvements. as disoussions on 
the.• maydela,y the work of the Legal 00llUDi ttee in a disastrous way. 
I con!1nedmys.ll". to single out the question of tax exemption &Ilcl 
emphasised. firet of all,mentloniraa a oertain rumor to this effeot, 
thatlt would be1aaooept&ble for the Conference if theDP'. should 
be excluded. Ietrongly pleade' for the Dr'. and need not repeat 
my arguments in this lett~. 

Greveanawered that the old DI's (covered by the usm) oould 
oertainly not be excluded ("ausgeklammert ll ) but he would have to 
admit that there was opposition to the new categoriss even in the ranks 
of his party. If only Jews were involved the matter would be different, 
but the '~ationalverfolgte" were the biggest stumbling-block. He, 
Oreve himselt, would be .in tavor of all new categories. 

Greve will look through over weekend the notes of his p~.Y-friend.
belonging to the Lapl Comm1tte.• 80 that he 1s fully informGd next 
week. I'll certainly .ee h1Jll next week again. 

About the problem of theappearanoe of the CoBterenee before the 
Legal Committee BeD;a.y. is in oontaot 'with you. Some people here think 
that (a) furtherdlsouBsionlll with us are superfluous (as I submitted 
that recent lIemo to man.r mem~er8 of the oommittee and ofte. talked to 
them) and (b) other organizations are also to be calle4 in if the Oon­
ference gets this. ri6ht, and such disoussions would cause a delay whioh 
might be fateful. :\' 

;', 

5incere~y your., 
1 
! 

Herbert S. Schoenfeldt 
001 BBF 

IR 

.. 
. f . 

.. j "" j ,I 
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.COMMITTEE FOR JEVIISH CLAIMS ON AUSTRIA 
. 270 Madison Avenue' ' 

New York 16, N~Y. 

CONFIDENTIMt May 27, 1953 

.MEMORANDqM 

Subject: Meeting with the Austrian Ambassador 

1. The :meeting 'Was held on May 26, in Hashil1€ton at the Austrian 
Embassy. The participants werel . 

Dr. Max Lowenthal, Austrian Ambassador t,o ,the United states 
Dr. Lemberger, Counselor of the Austrian Embassy 
Mr. Jacob Blaustoin 
Dr. Israel Goldstein 
Mr. Ac:lolph Held 
Mr. Moses A. Leavitt 
Mr. Seymour Rubin 
The undersigned 

, 
2. Ambassador 'Welcomed the delegation and remarked that he 

conSidered ,this visit of such importance that, although he was ill during 
the past weeks, he felt that it would be necessary for him to bo present . 
at this meeting. Dr. Lowenthal went on to say that.,he is happy to be able 
to convey to tho delegation the desira of the Austrian 'Governmnt to meet 
with Jewish organizations in the second half of June. He made reference 
to the :meetings between Mr. Rubin and Dr. Lemberger in which the messnge 
of the f.ustrian Govermoont wascommunicatod. . 

. .3. Our delegation expressed gratification over the extension of 
the invitation and expressed tho view that it would.be essential that a ' 
joint press communique be issued annouIlcing pub1icly.that the Austrian 
Governmcnthas invitod the Jewish organizations for discussions, during 
tho second·half of Junc, on Jewish claims on Austria. It was pointed out 
that such a statoment is necossary in order to inform both the persecutees 
and public opinion in general. It was stressed that an announcement of that 
sort is certain to generate a great deal of good-will for Austria as the 
Adenauer Declaration did for Germany. The Austrian representatives stated 
that they have already raised the question of publicity with the Foreign 
Ministry and are awaiting instructions ~rom Vicnna. They shared our view 
that such a pross communique is necessary and desirable. It was agreed 
that Mr. Rubin and Dr. Lemberger will proparo the text of the press com­
munique, which will be available for issuance as soon as .the consent of 
the Foreien Ministry is received. 

: 
Our delegation further raised tho question of" datos for a 

top lovel meeting and for the start of actual negotiations. Tho following 
datos were discussed: 

I 

a. June 16 or 17, ,for a top level meating. 
~:}j~~ ...~" 

b. June 22nd for the start of negotiations. 

http:would.be
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Tho Austrian represontatives considered this timetable as reasonable and 
,will urge i tsacceptanoe by the AU,strian GOvernment. Our delegation 
emphasized that it is desired that the Chancellor be available to meet with 
the leaders of the Jewish organizations. In the course of the discussions 
Dr. Lemberger also inquired whether the top level delegation would like 
to be received by the President of the Austrian Republic, and we stated 
that we would certainly welcome such a meeting on tho day of the meeting 
with the Chancellor. Our delegation promi~ed to communicate the nal'OOS of 
our representatives to the top level meeting in the very near future. 

4. We also raised the question of the unfavorable restitution 
legislation, which is presently being considered by the Austrian Parliament 
and Government 'and whioh we feel will be greatly prejudioial to our 
negotiations with the Austrian Government. cpecific reference was made to 
the Fucnfte Rueckstellungsallspruchgesetz, which purports to deal with the 
heirless property problem Qy establiBhinga governmental collecting agency 
and by providing for restitutors to obtain a certifioate of clear title 
to former Jewish property. vIe stated that we understand that the Cabinet 
has already approved this law and that it has now been sent to the 
Parliament and may be enacted during its current sessions. It was clear that 
such an action at this time will create the worst possible atmosphere for 
negotiations as it will attempt to create the fait accompli on one of the 
two major issues, which will be the subject of discussions in Vienna. 
Reference was also made to the amendment to the' third restitution law, whioh 
was vetoed last year by the Allied Control Counoil and which apparently 
is again, being revived by the Austrian Gover,nment. He urged th.at action 
on, these measures be suspended ,pending the outcome of our negotiations. 

Dr. Lowenthal acknowledged the validity of our views and 

undertook to convoy them by cabloto the Austrian Government. 


5. The atmospher~ of the meoting was friendly. Dr. Lowentbal 

took occasion .to state that he witnessed the persecution of Jews in Vienna 

and that his immediate family (his sister and her Jewish husband) was 

affected. f~othcr member of his family was working with a Catholic organi­

zation to provide food for Jews who lived underground in Vienna., 


~ r~<---. 
SK:mc Saul Kagan r! 

: . 
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CONFERENCE ON JE''lISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAIN$T G:1!lRMANY, um. 
270 M:=tdison Avenue 
New York 16. N. Y. 

M~rch 17th, 1953 

Tu: Members Df the Executive Committee 

From: S~ul K~g~n 

Reference is ml3.de to Item 4 of the propo!;ed llgendq of the fortr..:­

coming meeting Of the Executive COmMittee, which dGl'l.ls "'lith the fioor...­

cial sup:r:nrt of the United Restitut~('\n Office. Att"l.ched is the text 

of the re~uest to the Conference, outlining in det::til the Mope of 

TIRO activities llnd the extent of the financial obliglltions involved. 

r (. (/1, , f') 
,;.; (v.·.. ;' .' ( .. r C.I-.­

Saul Kn.gan f 
<5K:AUN 
Enc. 

'" .1 .'"' ", 9 1 , • hr. ..t.
-'. 4., ..... V 
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March 17, 1953 

Conference on Jewish Naterial Claims Against GermaIWt Inc. 
270 Hadi~on Avenue 

.Nel" York, Ii!'. Y. 

Gentlemen: 

The American Joint Distribution Committee, the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 
and the Central British Fund herewith request the Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germarw Inc. to assume responsibility for the budget of theUni ted. 
Re~titntion Office and to subvention the said Unite'd. Restitution Office for the 
reasons and in the manner hereinafter set out. 

We understa.nd that the United Service for Ne:w Americans (USNA) .and the 

New York Association for' New AIl'.eriOf\ns (NYANA) , which are concerned about one 

phase of UEO operations only, are joining this request •. 


It might also be noted thsat the Council of Jews from GermaIW would be 

prepared to join in presenting this request. 


The United Re~titution Office ·and its network of cooperating affiliated 

Organizations in various parts of the world '-laS est~blished in 19118 for the 

purpose of assisting indigent Jewish claimants to recover their spoliated. pro­

perty under the German re stHution laws. Subsequently, when indemnification . 

laws were e !:ltablished in the American Zone of GermaIW and later i.n Berlin, URO 

tnok on the additional task of assisting ind.igent claiffiA,nts in obtaining indem­

nification payments.' The main office of URO 19 located in London wher·" the idea 

for the est.'1.b11shment of URO Was first sponlJored by the Council of Jews from.· . 

Germarw. Organizations cooperating IIrith uno have established offices in the' . 

Uni ted .:l'~atest Israel and Frqnce \·rhere lawyers and specia.lists are employed to 

interview claimants and assist in the prepa.ration of their claims. In addition 

uno offices are established in the three Zones of \-/estern Germarw and in Berlin 

II/herd competent lawyers and specialists ",ork on processing and prosecuting the 

restitution and indemnificntion claims of uno clients. 


Dy July 1952 URO had succeeded in recovering property for individual' 

chimants in 0.n amount vRlued nt J'lbout ]0 million DB and in doing so h'1d settled 

5,840 e:).6e9. As of the same time URO had pending 16.2 thousnnd restitution 

c~ses •. Dy the same period URO registert::d for its clients. 26.2 thousand claims 

underth0 indemnificl1tion lRws of the United 8tates Zone nnd Derlin. 


The successful negotiations 111hi ch hllve been concluded wi th the German 

Federal Republic by the Conference .on Jewish MRter1nl Claims Against Germany 

qnd particularly the impleMent!>.tion of Protocol *1 will bring into being a. 

very subste.nti~l number of addi tional cl1'\ins for indemniftc<'.tion on the part of 

Wel:'ltern Germany.' In f'lct. it rm.y be noted thnt the success achieved by the COll!­

ference on beh<l.lf of individullls wili be felt directly by URO in the performance 

of its ....'ork; .and it should be further observed thRt whereas it W"l.'3 foreseen 

1'\ yef\r ::tgo that URO might conclude,its activities within a two yel'\r period on 

the basis of la....,s t'tnd obligntions then existing, the achievements of the Confer­

ence have directly eXIAnded the responsibili tj:es for which URO services :)'re nec­

essary for considerable extent and for R . longer period though 'not rGadily
f'l, 

determinn,ble. 

http:beh<l.lf
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The "lork ofURa in its f::l.r-flung op3rqtions has in the m'lin been fin:inced 

by three bodies, Mmely the Ameiic;m Joint Distribution Conunittee, the Jewish 

Agency for Palestine, a.nd the Centr::t1 British Fund. In nddition, the USNA and 

the IfYANA are covering the budget of the Indemnific~tion cection of the URO New 

York office. 'Smnller tl.nd occasion:ti finlUlcin1 contributions have been received 

by URO from orga.nizlitions such as ICA And the South AfricfUl Jewish Board. 


From 1948 to the end of 1952 nenr1y us$ 300,000 (in rollars,Sterling and 
FrlOtncs) IrTere provided to URO for i tsoperAtion<; in Germnny, the United States, 
Britllin :}.nd Frnnce. In nddition A.bout 2B,OOO Israeli pounds were ml'lde available 
for the operations in Israel. Of the total. funds provided for URals operations, 
more than h~~f, thAt is over US$ 168,000 c~e from the American Joint Distribu­
tionCommittee.The Jewish Agency for Palestine provided over 22,000 Pounds 
Sterlin,g, over 3,500 us follAr'S f.\nd ~ million Francs; the Central British Fund 
over 23.00a Pounds Sterling. In addition the Je\'rish Agency for Palestine and 

the Central Britil3h Fund provided uro with Ii little over 22,000 IsrA.eli Pounds. 

The foregoing financhl da.ta. does not inclutie UROt s Dout schmark income 

a.nd exp<3nditures. Through 1952 URO had tclcen in as fees in compensation for it s 

assistance nearly 2 million Deutschl!lJ'l.rks of "Thich for the snme period URO h'l.d 

expended n:oproxi m'l te1y 1.5 mi llian DM.'trks, whi ch left URO with Ii cash cs.rry-over 

at the beginning of 1953 of more thM 500,000 DMl'l.rks. In I'lddition it Was esti~ 


mated by URO that AS of the CO!llJllSlJlcement of this yen.r there WI'lS. outstnnding as 

due to URO for fees over 500,000 DM more. 


The finrtncial annJysis gives rise to the question of how URO functions. 

URO charges its clients modest fees. The underlying objective: in the apportion­

ment of fees is to attempt to recover the ::tctual operating costs and eJ\:pens0s 

of URO l,ri thout seeking to lIlI'Ike any profits SO as to furnish speciali zed expert 

non-profit legal services to indigent clflimants. Since in the last analysis 

UROt s fees are dependent lipon successful recovery of .clAiMs by uro and in view 

of .the fact th-'lt URO' s client~ are indigent, the URO fees come out of the pro­

ceeds r0covered which n!1turl1lly::tccounts for the URO income being preponder!J.ut1y 

in IMarks. 


The three fiIlr3.ncing bodies of URO hnve never sought to act as the Execu­
tive Directors of the Org<tni'Zations and in fact have Rlwo9Ys kept themselves re­
moved from operating IOtnd managerial responsibility. Instead, the financing 
bodies hflve concerned themselves only with the question of being inforr,led and 
satisfied that the uno was undertrucing functions on a sound .<l.nd efficient finan­
cial basis. Hence, t'he three' finA.ncing bodies hnye served as the membership of . 
the FinnnceControl Committee which receives ::tnd eXe'l.mines finn.ncilOt1 reports, 
anAlyses and budgets of URO Qnd otherwise de~ls with the questions of fi~~nci~l 
controls. In this Ce'l.P!:l.city reports cnncerning URO's gene-loal op3r'ltions. are re­
ceived from the Eyecutive 8ecret~ries of URO or its Coordin::tting Committee. 

i...
The :~ctua1 policy and mamgerial responsibility for URO is vested in a 


Committee kno\orn !1S the 6nordiMting ComMittee on which serve representp.tives of 

the v"trious sponsoring and oper"tting affililOtted organizations. 
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The three org~niz~tions who present this request desire to dr:'l.wattention 
to the fact th"..t the work of uro now "I.nd in the future will bring material aid 
!J.nd llssisk.nce tomrw Jewish p:lrsecutees of Nittion"l.l Socil:tlism who are needy 
119 a result of their persecution~ Fimtncing the work of URO with the ::I.ssets to· 
b," provided by the Fe de r"l.l Republic of Germany under Protocol :if 2 would consti­
tute 11 moqtfitting, proper "I.nd direct utiliz"I.tion ·of these funds in accordance 
with the object of ~rticle 2 of the sl'tid Protn col. Indeed, it would seem most 
<:tppropric.to that '1 portion of the funds m"l.de ~v~il'1ble to the Conference undo!' 
Protocol :if 2 benppropri~ted to assist the needy ~nd the indigent in securing 
their rights r>J1d benl~fits which ~re derived from Protocol -# 1. 

The fil1..'1nci~l requirements of URO h"l.ve incre~sed in 1953 llnd the se increases 
are and in future will be dirp ct ly r8 suI tant from the achievement 9 of the Conr­
fer,:mcEi" Further the fin"l.ncing bodies c~nnot m::tint~in any longer their respon­
sibility for the URO bud~et. . 

The throe org~nizations serving in their c"I.p!J.city as members of the 
Fin"l.nce Oontrol Comr:littee of URO met in Londnn on 23 J"I.nu..'lry1953, "I.nd revie\.,red 
rtnd qpproved the budget submitted by URO for 1953 r'.s being a reasonable nnd 
necess'\ry statement of the budget~ry requirer:1ent~ of URO for 1953. The budget 
which the Fin.",nce Control Committee J'J.pproved is m~de up of the following tot::l.ls: 

Pounds Sterling 18,679 

French Francs 5,454,000 

U$ Dolhl.rs 58,940 

Isrn.oli Pounds 56,52C 

In addition to the foregOing !J. Deutschmnrk budget of 1,142,240 Was approved but 
thiq currency will be secured by URO from its Deutschrn"l.rlc income. Therefore it 
is necessa.ry to furnish the budget~ry requirements of Pounds sterling, French 
Francs, US Ibllnrs rtnd Isr~eli Pounds~ 

The following reprec;ents ~ summrtry of the 1953 budget by currencies and 
r)ffi ces: 

BESTITlJrrON BUDGET 1953 

DM ;, Ffrs. 

C0f)rd. COf:imittee 3,455 
London Office 6,467 
P"I.riq Office 5,209,000* 
New York Offi ce . 43. n() 
hr"l.eli Offices 37,860 
US Zone (LAD) 310,300 10,190 
Brit ish Zone 
French Zone 
Berlin 

303,390
65 460* 

__164:410* 

1,.5') 5 

720* 
245,000* 

DM 843.560 b 12,237 F. 5,454,000 $ 53,'300 H, 17,860 

.IfIRestitution .fl.nd Gener"l.l Clrtims Budget . 

... ,~ .~ 'I', ."~. ,'. , ' lJ..O(Jv'-J 
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GENERAL CLAIMS EU:nQ.ET 1953 

TrM ;!:, ., $ 

Coord. COJllTi1.i ttee 2,226 

London Office 4,216 

Isr~i Offices 18,660 

l-mnich Offi ce 204,600 2,760 

FrMkfurt Off. 242 080 
 2:880 

Dl-t 2'18.680;t, 6 2 442 ~ 2 64<:> IJ;. 18,660 

The throe proposing orr,:~ni zqtions "'lccording1y recommend. to the Conference '," 

th~t the Conference rJ.ssume responsibility for the URObudget commencing January 1 
1953 ~s 8et out ~bove. 

The or(;rl.nizations further recommend thrtt in view of the ·f,otct that the Con­

ference does lwt have funds presently av~i1~b1e to enable funding of the URO 

budget that accordingly the Conference request the fin~Jlcing org~nizations to 

-3.dvance funds rlS agreed upon ~mrmg the fin~ncing organizations until !3uch time 

as the Conference receives its own funds when reimbursement shall then be mn.de 

to the fin~ncing orgqnizations by the Conference. 


The org..:tniz::o..tions further dr.r.tw nttention ~nd recommend thr'1t in vievT of 
. the fqct thnt a subst~nti~ sum is required in 18r".e1i Founds .to fin8.nce the 
activi ties of URO in Israel nnd iM~much ~8 the Government of· Isrqe1ho.s agreed 
to ml1.ke ava.i1ab1e cert~in sums for use jn Isrrle1. the Conference should undertake 
e!1r1y negotiations with the Government of Isrl'1.e1 to secure Isr!1.e11 Pound advrulces 
from the GoveI"!}-ment to meet the budgetary requirements of URO in Isrqe1. 

Fin?lly, the three orgrtni Mtions desire further to -3.dvise the Conference 

of their wi:)..lingness to continue on behnlf of the Conference to serve on the 

Finqnci~ ContrOl Committee ~nd to otherwise assist the Conference in this re­
gl1.rd. 


\. Americl1.n Jewish Joint Distributinn CnmrrJittee 

Je.wish Agenqy for P~le~tine 

Gentr'1.1 British Fund 

~ .~ '"' '-, ,'"\ .­: I 1-') . ' .. I~ l.• ..... -.' (Jv,J 
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JEi'/IdH REclTlTUTION ~UCCE~60R OPGANlZATION 
270 Madison Avenue 
Nelff Yo rk 16 tN. Y. 

March 13th, 1953 

To: JRi;)'O Executive Committee Members 

From: SaUl Ie egan 

Ple~se be advised that a meeting of the JRaD.Exacutive Committee will 

,ta.ke pl'ace on Thursd.A.y, March 26th at 5:00 P.M. at 270 Madison Avenue, ;:iuite 

800., The following t:tgenda. ms, been suggested: 


1) Rules for the Assignment of Eauity Cl"tims in :Berlin. -- At the 
, 

December 10, 1952 meeting of the Executive Committee, it "'13.8, decided in principle. 
to deviB.te in :Berlin from our zOAAl rules ",ith respect to eHgibili ty and fees 

for equity claimants. l!ol.<T8ver. the deadline dt:tte of December JIst, 1952 ,waG 


also to apply to :Berlin, It "'1-1.8 J:tgreed th.:'lt ,-,e should ende.qvor to work out 

uniform rules for all three Sectors of Berlin, in consult"ttion with the Jewi'ilh 

T rU9t Cor}:Qration. The following rule 9 rowe now been proposed: 


::l.) 	 Eligible for equi table settlement are the former o,.,rner, his 9pouge, 
his p::l,rent, child, grand-p~rentt grand-child, b~other, 9i9ter, and 
the spouse of such parent, child, grand-parent, grand-child, brother, 
or 'Sister; furthermore the test"tmentaTy heirs of the, fnrmerollmer. 

b) 	The charges, re~ardles9 of the'degree of relationship to the original 
owner are: 

I i), 10% where the vf-llue of the assr-t is not hip.:her than DM 10,000. 
, ii) 20% where the vqlue 19 tn excess of DM 10,000. 

The amount to be retf.l.ined by the successor organizf-ltinn should not be 
les9 tht:tn DM 100 in "trw Cllse. 

':: 

, 2) Settlement with Equity Clt:tig)llnts involving Cases which '.,rere Turned 
over to the Laender under :Bulk Settlements; -A special problem developed in 
connection I,·ri th equi ty applic"ttions rel~ting to cl'l.ses 1rlhere the JR80 has either 
turned over the claims or the proceeds from suchcll'l.ims to the Laender pursuant 
to bulk $cttlement agreements. The difficulty with the equity cl"timants arises 
where the rG8ti tutor hl'l.s p8.id ~ higher nmount th::tU the· amount which the JR$O 
received from the Land on the basis of the percentage quotlls of our bulk settle­
ment agreement. It is proposed that the JR~O settle such equity ch\.ims only on 
the basi"l of the amount which the JRaD has actually received from the Laender. 

3)· Parcici tion of the Zent r"tlwohlhhrtstelle (Central Welfnre A,~ellcy 
for Jell's in Germe'). in J.}i atribution of Indemnificl'ttion Funds for Dam'lge to 
Certain Communal Properties. -- In connection with the drl'\fti,ng of future 

.., .. 	 " .. 
'1 J t"l';i(16 

... .."l. '., IJ.::; . 
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federal indemnificrttion legisl!<l.tion, it was neces snry for the successor organi­
.zl'l.tions and the Je1trish communities in Gerl'lll'\Dy to resolve the differences concern­
ing the provil'lions for compenslltion for dalllr"lges to former community property 
~nd loss OfCO:mnunlll r:tssets. After leru;t~ discussions, the following proposals, 
as they concern the Americt'l.n Zone, h~ve emerged: 

a) 	 ilfherever settlements Mve been mf3.de with the locttl J(;lw1sh communi ... 
ties concerning indemnific~tion claims. those settlements are to re­
main undisturbed. 

b) 	Asnegotbtions concerning such claims .Ilre still pending with the 
Je\vi.sh communities of Fr~nk:furt ~nd Augsburg, .the procee.ds de~ived 
from such indemnification claims are to go into a common pool. The 
particip'mts in this pool would be the respective communities, the 
JRc;iO I'\nd the Zentr".lwohlfahrtstelle. The fUnds received from these 
claims are t.o gO in escrow until 11 satisfactory agreemerit can be 
reached by the three p.llrt ie s co nce rned. 

c) 	 The Zentralwohlf~rtstelle will distribute any funds sO received 
under the control of .Il coromi ttee including the Americ<Ul. Joint Dis­
tribution Committee, the Jewish Agency for Palestine, find the ;Council 
of Jews from Germ~I\Y. 

d) 	This agreementwfll be without prejudice to ttn,y (!l"limswhich the Zen­
tralwohlfahrtstelle may mqke 1lP-?linst the JR::iO for pttc;t. receipts aris....:. 
ing from former community property. 

e) 	Thege proposals are subject to the approvttl of the JRSO, the Zentral­
rat nnd Zentralwohlfahrtstelle, and the Frankfurt and Aussburg conmu­
ni ties insofqr 13.1':1 they r.tre ~ffe cted. 

4) Loan to the Conference on Jewish M:<tterial Claims Agl'\inst German.y 

5) Request of Mr. Morris Ellenzweig Q Mr} Ellenzweig alleges tha.t he 
h.."lS he!'\.vily contributed tn Je~fish communql institutions in Marburg (U" Zone). 
He st~tes that the JRSQ hqg recovered these properties. He further states that 
he is in need and requests a share of the JR~ Proceeds from the Marburg commu­
nity properties. 

(.- (J V 
. .>" 'LA. J.-. ,':. :r Q ",", . 

;:;aul Kat;lln 'I 
\,

SK:AUN 
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CONFERENCE ,ON .r~ft1ISH MAT~RIAL CLAIMS AGAIN:;TGERMANY. INC. 
" ' 270 M~dison Avenue 

New York 16. N. Y • 

.., ,., * II- .., I!r 

... BY-LAWS I/<

** ... ,., ,., ,., 

ARTICLE I. 

MembershiR 

Section 1. Members of the Corpor~t1on shall bEl the following organizations; 

Agudath Israel World Organization 
AllianceI,sraelite Univenelle 
American Jewish,Committee 
American Jewish Congress 

,American JeWish JO,int Distribution Committee 
Americl'tn Zionist Council 
Anglo-Jewish Association 
III nai ;81 ri th 
Board of Deputies of Bri tish JelfTs 
British'dection, World Jewish Congress 
Canadian Jew! sh Congress 
Centr~l British :Fund 
Conseil RepreQentat1f des Juifs de France 
Council for the Protection of the Rights ~nd Interests 

of Jews from Germ~~ 
Delegacion de Asociaciones Israelit~s Argenti~s (DAIA) 
Execut iva Council of Australian Jewry 
Je'lfrish Agen~ for Palestine 
Jew1shLabor Committee 
Sout~ African Jewis,h Bo,ard of Deput ie s 
Synagogue ,Council of Americ~ 
World Jewish Congress ' 
Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland 

Each of the s~id members shall ~ppoint ., one de le~ate to, act for 1 t at 

any annual meeting of the Corporation. Eacl1delegate so Cl.ppointed will act 

'for the 8.ppo~nting member at '''tlW special meetings of the Corporl\tion which 

'mf:lY be held befora the next an.TJ.ual meeting.. provided that such member 9h,').11 not 

have appointed n successor to such dele~;ate. Such delegates, when assembled, as 

directed by the By-LaWS of the Corporation, shall Mve, and may exercise all the 

powers, rights f.l.nd privileges of members at any annual or epecial meeting of 

the Corporation. 

Each wch I'\.ppointed delegate 9ha11 hwe one (1) vote. 

Section 2. Upon resolutinn adopted by two-thirds vote of the membership, or 

two-thirds,vote of the Board of Directors. other orgl'mi zations 

inter8sted in the activities of the Corporqtinn may be qdmitted to membership 

in the Corporation. 

Section 1. No dues or other fees sh~ll be required of ~ny member of the Cor­

por"ttinn. 

http:9h,').11
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"ection 4. Any member lllI'1Y \'rithdr~w from the Corpor'1tinn by giving written 

notice of resign~tion to the 8ecret1'l.ry. lIrho shall inform all the 

other members of the Corporl'ttion of the fRct I'tnd circumstances of such ".Iith­

section 5, A member mSlY be expelled for violation of the By-Ll'l.ws of the Cor-_ 

porr>.tion or for other causes prejudlcil'tl to the best interests of. 

the Corpomtinn. Such expulsion mr:w be effected by a three-quarter (3/4) vote 

of "1.11 the members of the Corporation at '1 special meeting: duly cnlled forth.'lt 

purpose upon thirty (30) days notice. 

ARrI OLE II. 

Meetings 

$ectir)U 1, Th~~re shall be rul anTlU'tl meeting of the Oorporatil"m on the first 

t'Tedncsday o.f June in el'l.ch yeqT for the election of members of the 

Board of Directors ;:utd for receiving the anmlr"1.1 reports of the officers,· diree­

tors ~nd committees, and the transl'tction of other business. The first n.nnual 

meeting after the n.doptinn of these :By-Laws shall be on the first Wednesd.:.-w of 

If the df.tY design!1ted falls· ~pon a· Jevrish or leg,ql holi~, the meeting 

shall be held on the next succeeding day not 
) 

,q holiday. Notice of such meeting 

sh"l.ll be ma:i.led by the $ecret'1ry to each Member not less than fifteen (15) nor 

more than thirty (30) d,qys before the time1'.l.p'pointed for the meeting. Notices 

to overseas member!'; shall be sent by ::J.irmail. 

Section 2.t. Special mhetings of the Corpor,qtion m"\V be called by the President 

or the BOard of Directors at their discretion or upon written re­

qUest of not less t~n 1/3 of ,qll the members" Notice of any special meeting 

shall be givan in the same :rnnnner qS in the case of I'>.n annual meeting, and 

sh"l.l1 set forth the purpo13e or purrnses for which it MS been called. 

Section 3, The· pre~ence of "I. majnrity of the members of the Corpnr::ttion sholl 

be necessnry to constitute ~ quorum for the tr::tnsaction of business 

,qt ~ny annu~ or speci~l meeting. but "I. lesser number may ~djourn qny rrsetingto 

snme ,future time not more than thirty (0) dAYS lqter "ind the ciecret"l.ry shell 

http:ciecret"l.ry
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thereupon m'),il notice of the .<\djournmentl\t lel\st fifteen (15) d~ys before the 

cid,journed mee,tin;,,; to ea,ch member entitled tn vote who w::ts absent when the meet­

ing I\d:journed. 

Sectinn 4. Except J:l.S herein or by l::tw otherwise provided. ::tIl quel3tions con­

sidered at I\ny meet ing nf the members of the Corpnration shall be 

decided by r;,.,''l,jority vnte of the delegates of the members, present in person or 

Sectinn 5. ,Every delegl\te,of .<\ member of the Corporf.'1.tion entitled to vote at 

any meeting thereof nay vote by proxy. Prnxies sr~ll be in writing 

and revncable at will by the de1eg"1.te executing the S"1.IDe. Unless the duration 

of the pro~ is specified, it'sh",ll be cnme invalid. eleven (11) months e,fter the 

date of its axe cut ion. 

ARTICLE III 


Directors 


Section 1, Except as otherwise provided by law or by these By-Laws" 'tIl power 


Q.i.1.d nuthnrity for the m<:tnA;gernent of the nffairs of the Corr..oration 

shall be vegted in !\Bol\rd of Directnrs cnnsisting of no less thl'1n 5 nor more 

than 60 directors. Membe,rs nf the Bnl'1rd of Directors sh'lll, upon their eleo­

tion, immedio.tely enter upon the perfnrmance of t,heir duties and shall continue' 

~n 0ffice until their successnrs, shall be duly elected IJ.ndqualified. 

Sectinn 2. Within the limits stl\ted in the preceding Section, e!\ch member shall 

be nuthf')rized tn rlesign-"l.te tWf'l persnns as directnrs who sh.'111 be 

elf'cted I),S such by the members of theCnrpnrr-ttion and who shall jointly howe 

f'lne ' (1) vote, If only nne ofwuch di rect0rs is pre qen t !\ t a mee ting of the 

B'l!l,rd of Directnrs, he shall be entitled to cast l3uch vote. In, the event thc.t 

the tWf'l (2) direct""rs "'I.ppninted by one member do not ~gree upon the manner in 

which t{Leir singlevnte shnll be C,"l.st, the vote nfsuch directnrssh'lll not be 

cnunted. 

Section 3. Upon I'!.dmissinn by the l3n"'l.rd of Directnra ofal1Y, new member of the· 

Corpor~tion, the Bo~rd of Directnrs shall, within the limits stnted 

in Section 1 of this Article III, elect two (2) additional directors designated 

by e<\ch such member. 

http:l3n"'l.rd
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If a v?-cnncy sOOll nccur in the Bnl'1.rd of Directors by death, resif:?;l'lation 

tir nther'l'rise, such vac:::tncy sh:::tll be filled by the BOl'l.rd of Directnrs. provided 
! 

/ 
hoNever th'Jt the directnr elected tn fill such vacl'l.ncy shall be design::lted by 

the member which designated his predecessnro 

Sectinn 4, The BO~.rd nf Directnrs shall, withnut derngl3ttinn nf the FO\I,ers by 
. . 

law cnnferred upon it, hqve power to hnld. meetings :::tt such times 

:::tnd pl1\ces as it mAY deem prnper; to appnint cnmmittees al'\Ywhere in thiil world 

rm particulnr subjects from the members nf the BnRI'd or frnm other persons; 

tn employ tl{,:ents and to fix their cnm:pe nSl'1.t inn; tn est'1bUsh nfficee of the 

Cnrpnr'1.tinn anywhere in the wnrld, ·l'\.11d tn design:::tte agents f('lr .carrying out the 

purpose ~ of the Corpnr"l.tion. 

Section 5. The annu:::tl meeting of the En"l.rd nf Director!; for the election of 

officers l:J.nd the Ex.e cut i ve Committee sh::tll be held immedi'ltely 

fnllowing the annual meeting nf the members, and no notice thereof need be 

given. The :Board of Directnrs, the President, the clecretary. nr directors 

designated by not less than one-third (1/3)nf the members nf the C("IrpDration 

may iqgue a .call fnr a meeting of the Enard. Nntice of any such meeting shall 

be ~iled by the Secretary tn ef'tch di rectnrnnt less than fifteen (15) nor 

mnre than thirty (30) d"tYs before the time f'tJ'pninted fn'I- the meeting. 

year. If :.:J.11;Y additinml meeting shall be held nutside nf the United St~,te9, 

the cr'lnsent of directr'lrsdesignqted by ,.,ne-half( 1/2) nf the Members nf the 

C"'rp"'rl'1.til"ln to the h-,lding ,.,f such' meeting sr.all be nbt~ined. In the event 

th"l.t :::tny meeting be held nutside nf the United states,· notice nf el1ch such meet­

ing shall be m:.:J.iled by the oecretary tn el'l.ch directrir nntless than twenty (20) 

nnr mnre t~~n fnrty (40) dl'l.Ys befnre the date of such meeting. Nntices of meet­

ings t"l directnrs nverseas shall be sent by airma.i 1. 

Sectinn 6. Nnt'l'dhstandirlg theprnvisinns nf the fnregning ~ectinn, a meeting 

of the 13n"l.rd "If Directnrs ffi,V be held '3.t any time '3.nd at 'l~ place, 

'3.nd "1.~ I'l..ction mfly be t'3.ken there.atif nntice nf such meeting be w"l.ived in 

writ iug byd;i.rec~.nrs desigIl"tted by !!\ll members nf the Cnrpnra.tinri. 

section 7. Directnrs desigIl"ited by ·"Ine-third (1/3) of the members of the Oor-

FOrqtion. except ns nthenTise required by l~wt sh:.\.ll constitute 

i • 

: .. 7 ' ,
." 
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I'\. quorum for thetrl'\.ns~ctinn of business~ If aqunrum is nnt present, ~ lesser 

number m~ rtdjnurn the meeting. tn· a date nnt mn:re than fifteen (15) dayslr:1.ter,· 

prnvid.e.dthat iT'linedJqte nntice nf such I1.djnurnrnentsMll be riven by the 

Se c.retqrytn n.ll dire ct 1"'1 rs • 

. §ection 8, 	 An:! di.rectnr .~'1Y be remnved frnm nffice either w;ith nr withl)ut ca.use 

at an:! time by !'\ vn1;enf'1 fnur-f'ifths (4/5)ml'tjnrity nf the dele­
. 	 I 

gl1.tes of. cll the members, nr.,by vnte nf 11. fnul'--fifths (4/5) Majnrity of 

direct"lrs desigriated by I-\llthe Members nf theCl"'rpl"'rl'ttl nn l:'\ t ~ meetirl € co,lled 

fr"lr this. purJ;:ose•. An¥ persnnreIl)nVed "lS directl"r r"f.the Cnrpnrl'\. tinn shall be 

deemed to hewe been ~em()ved also frnTh:::tny nffiC6 filled by him a t such time. 

ARTICLE IV 

E:x:ecutiveCnmmittee 

Between meeti~gs I)fthe Bnard. of Directnrs the affairs of the Corporatinn 

shall 'bec"·nduct.edby ~n Executive Cnmm1ttee cnnsisting nf the President, the 

Seninr Vi ce...Presldent , the Tice-Pr~sidents, the Treasurer, "tnd such I1.dditinnru. 

direct::'lrl:r :<>.s may be designnted. 

ARTICLE V 

Officers 
\ 

Sectinn 1. 	 The nfficersnf this. Cnrpr-,ratinn shall .be a Presid~mt, a Senior 

Vic~President,nne nr. mOre Vi ee-l're sident·s, a Tre"l.surer, an 

Assist~nt· Treasurer, a.Secret"l.ry ::tnd an .Assistnnt .Secret::try. All n.fficers other 

than the Assistant Treasurer. t.he Secrehry I1.ndthe Assistant. Secretary must be 

directnrs of· the Cnr}Y"r"l.tinn. 

Sectio::l. 2. Any officer nf the Cnrpnrl1.tinn m"lY be remnvedwith nr .1tlithout cause 

bya vote of 4!5(f('\ur-fifths) majnrity of .directnrli:i des1g:nn.ted by 


all members of the Cnrpor'l.tion I1t a meetin~ called for that purpnse. 


section 3. The duties "I.nd :powers nf the officE;!rs of the .Corpnr!!tUnn shall be 


as fnllows: 

http:a.Secret"l.ry
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PREBIDENT 


Tne President shall preside llt the meetings of the Corporation, the Board of 

Directors, and of the Executive Cornmittee. He shall report on the activities 

of the Corporation to the members at ellch annual meeting and at such other times 

~s he sh~ll deem proper. He qhall perform such other duties as are incident to 

.the office of President, and "l.S mA,y be "I.U thori zed by the ]o8.rd of Directors. 

$ENlOR VI CE-PREBIDENT 

The Benior Vice-President shl1ll be the second senior officer of the Corporation. 

In the 1l1)sel'lce of .the Pre sident, he sh'3.1l preside "l.t the meetings of the Board 

of Directors and the Executive Cnmmittee, and perform such other duties as are 

incident t,o the office of President •. 

In the event of the death or "l.bsence of the President· qnd of the Senior Vice-: 

President, or of their in"l.bility to I'tct from I'tl'\'f ct:1.use, ('me of the Vice-Presidents, 

in the order determined by the BOl'trd of Directors, shll'l.ll perform the duties of 

the office of President. 

TREASU:RER A'~D ASSI :)'rANT TRElASUBER 

The Tre"l.surer, or in his l'l.D.Sence the Assistant Tre"l.surer, shall keep Fin ::tccount 

of 1'\11 monies and property received and expended for the purpose of the Cor­

porl1t ion t and render report s to the members of the Corporll'l.tion, to the Boc.rd of 

Directors ~.l1d to the Executive Committee. He shall di sburse the funds of the 

C0 rpnrqtion pursuant tOl'tuthorizl1tinn of the BOl'trd ·of Tlirectors 'find/or the 

Exe cutive Cammi ttee. 

SECRETARY Al't;! AS~I ~ANI' cl.ECRETARY 

The secretqI'Y, or in his absence the Assistant Secretl'try. shall give notice of 

"lnd "l.ttend all meetings of the Corpni''fitinn, the Bnqrd of Directors, and of the 

Executive Committe and keep 11 reonrd thereof. He shall conduct all correspondence 

llnd c'firry into executir;n l3.ll orders, votes and resf'\lutions not otherwise committed. 

He shall prepare under the directinn of the Board of Directnrs an annW\l report 

of the "\ctivit ie s n f the Cn rpo r.'l. tion.He sha.1l 'he the keeper of the seal of the 

The Selll of the Cnrpor"ltif'\n shql1 'he "'s follows: 

CONFERENCE ON J.llJ\'/ISH MAT~RIAL CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY f INC. 
Cnrpnrqte Seal 

1952 (OrigiMl file copy benrs 
imprint nf seal) . 

./ 
J . J 
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ARTICLE VII. 


These By-Laws m~ be ~mdnded, repealed nr ~lteredf in wh~le or in part, by 

e. two-thirds (2/3) m"l.jnrity vhte at arw duly orga.ni zed meeting of the Irerribers of 

the Corpl)rl'1tlon., 

Ad0pted 12/29/1952 



, , 

CONFER&NCE ON JE1JI SH MATERIAL bLAINS AGAINsr GERMANY, INC. 
270, Madison Avenue 
New York 16, N.Y. 

May 5, 195.3 

To: Members of the Executive Committee 

From: Snul Kagan 

Re: Support of the United r~stitution Office 

1) A special sub-committee met to consider the request of the .American 
Joint Distribution Co~ttee, Jowish ~~ency for Palestine, Central British 
Fund, United Service for Ne,w Americans and the New York Association for New 
Americans that the Qonference assume fimmciai responsibility for' the 
operations of the United Restitution Office. 

2) The sub-committee reccJIII1\Cnded thnt the Ccnference agree to assume the 
financial responsibility for the operation of the URO as of January 1, 195.3, 
on tho understanding that the agencies which nre presently financing the URO 
will advnnce, subject to reimburseroont by tho Conference, the funds required, 
in 1953. On the basis of the budget submitted by the URO offices and approved 
by the financing agoncies the following amounts in the currencies indicated 
will be required: 

it. St. 18,679 
Fr.Frs. 5,454,000 

$ 9.3,749 
, H • 56,520 

.3) The majority of the sub-committee was of the opinion that the Conference 
has a special interest and responsibiBty for the operations of the URO in view 
of the fact that tho implementation ,of the legislative program constitutes a 
basic Conference objective•. It was thorofare felt that the Conference should 
actively participato in the governing body of the URO. The majority of the 
sub-committee therefore recommends that the Conference urge the establishment 
of a single governing Board for tho URO, which should include tho present 
constituent rembors of the URO as well as such other additional organizations 
as the expanded operations of the UROmay justify. 'In addition" the Conference 
should be ,entitled to delegate a ~er of members to the governing Boord. 
This Board shall assume all the filbtions which are presently carried out by 
the Coordinating Cemmittee and the Finance Control Committee of the URO. ' 

, " 

4) Tho majority of the sub-committee was of the opinion that in order 
to nchiovo the maxi~m coordination and control of the operritionsi~:the 
URO offices, it weuld be essential to establish a central eperati head-. 
qunrtemin Germany. This will become particularly,necessary in an icipation 
of a very large number of new applications which will be filed when the 
Federal Indemniflcaticn Law and the Federal Law relating to tho restitution 
liabilities of the r~.ich willbc enactod. One of the principal responsibilities 

••• conttd ••• 
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of tho central cperaticnal headquarteIB would be to supervise the scrutiny of 
now applications. 

5) The sub-committee agreed to recommend tho designation of a s~Bll 
committee which could meet with all organizations and individuals directly 
concerned with the operations of tho URO in order to work out ~be _):It!c1f1c 
implementation of the above recornr.1Cndaticns. 

It would be Greatly appreciated f·f you would bring along the minutes 
of the last meoting of the Exocutive Committee to which thore is attached 
material relating to tho activities and needs of the URO. 

~~ I{;.IfC­
SK:mc Saul· Kagan f 

• 

'. . .;~ 
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committee .which could moot with all organizations and individuals directly 
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CONFERENCE ONJEW!$R MATElUAL CLAIMS AGAINsT GERMANY, INC. 
270 Medison Avenue 
New York, New Ynrk 

May 7th, 1953 

To: All Members of the l)'o~t"d of Directl"lrs 

Frnm: Seul KagJ1n 

Re: .'i Summ!'lry· of Applic$:Itinns fnr the A11oc~tinn of Crlnference l!Unds fnr use 
fluts1de of I '3r~el 

Attl1ched ere sumllb!ir1es, wi thl"lut cnm'Tlent Or eV"t1u~t1ont of the fl"l11nwing 
'ipplicatinns fnt" the a.111')c"lti'ln of Cnnference.funds fnrwe flutdde nf Ist"ae1: 

Name of Organizat1 n n or 
Pr~ject 

Yiddi sh Scientific Institute - YIVO, N.Y. 

Jewish Teachers l Semi~ry &Peoples' 

University, New York 


Yiddish Pub:lishing House IIpolish Jewrylt 
Bueno s Ai re s 

Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati J1nd 

Jewhh Institute of Religion, N.Y. 


Jewish Second!':lry ::ichools Movement,London 

Centrlil Keren Hutor"3.h Commit tes, London 
. a) formainten".l.nce of R"3.bb1s, teachers 

b) for Yeshivoth in England 

Ezras Torah Fun~, New York 

Jewish L'-tbor Committee, Frqnce 

Proposl'Jl for Establishment of Fund fnr 
. Former Prnminent Jewlsh Le'\ders of 

Communities destrnyed 'by N'-tzis 

Help & Recnnstruct1nn, n~c.· 

AMOUNT 


$ 4;489~OOO. for'12 yrs. 

$ 1,212,090 for 12yrs. 

Unspecified 

Unspe ci tied 

1'. 375.000 for 5 years 

Unspecified 

$ 300,000 	for unspeci­
fied period 

Unspecified 

For f1 rs.L.;y:eqr . 


$ 621,000 


$ 101,000 


r. 5,000 

$ 86,000 

$ 200,OOO-one~ 
. time gr'-t,ut 

* The text of the request of Help ~nd Reconstruction w'\s qtt~ched to the minutes 
I"If the meeting of the Executive Committee of March 23. 1953. 

( cont.) 
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The M'\l.Y 11th meeting of the BOard of Directors will Mt be required to 
take specific ~ction with respect to aqy of the ~ttaahed applications. Most 
6f the appli cations were just received ~nd require consider~ble el~boration 
before the Board would be in a position to de.al with them. Furthermore. and 
most importtlnt t the Confer~nce will not h.ave I3.IlY funds aVf:lilable for use out­
side of Israel before the end of 195). 

This summary i8 intended to serve as a basis for a general exchange of 
v~ewe nn problems which may I;trise fr".m these applicl;ttions 11M on the questions 
relating to the procedure which the Conference should fl)llow in the examina­
tion of these applications. 

~~~,~ ~~~~A.-
S~ul Kagan V 
se c:re t Ilry 

SK:AUN 
Ene. 



CONFERENCE ON JEIIIISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINSf GERMANY, INC. 

SunnaI7 of application 'submitted by: 

Yiddish. §Cientificlnstity.te - ..UVO. New Ygrk 

Anount requested .over a 12 year period $4,489.000 
AMOunt desired for first year . 621.000· 

An IS-page l1lOr.loranduro outlines in detail the past history of the 
YIVO and its future programs. The basic concept underlying the request is 
the rohabilitation of surviving European Jewish scholars, teachers and 
students in the broad field of Jewish social research through a progran 
which will enco!'lp8ss1 

a. 	 The reestablishI!lent 01' the YIVO library partially saved from 
Nazi destruction. . 

. t 
b. 	 The reconstruction of the archives including a major part of 

.archival material which 'Wa~ saved in Europe. . 

c. 	 The reestablishment of the YIVO Research Training Division 
to train students in the field of Jewish social sciences. 

c;l. 	 The reprinting in Yiddish, Hebrew and English of revised 
YIVO publications destroyed by the Nazis. 

e. 	 The publication of inportant pO-pers by Jewish social scientists 
killed by the Nazis. 

f. 	 Tho pUblication of bibli.ographical llnddocunentary material 
relating to the European Jewish catastrophe. 

g. 	 The publication in Yiddish, EnGlish and Hebrew of the histories 
of a miniMUm of ten important Eastern European Jewish communities. 

h. 	 The publication of Yiddish~English and English-Yiddish, Yiddish­
Hebrew. and Hebrew-Yiddish, and Yiddish~Spanish and Spanish­
Yiddish dictionaries needed to meet the demands of immigrants 
from Eastern and Contral Europe. 

1. 	 To provide a proper building in New York City to house the 
library, archives and the graduate school. 

'" -'I.11\..,\)Vh (t n 8 
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CONFEHENCE ON JEl.VISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINST GERHANY, INC. 

Summary of application submitted by: 

Jewish Teachers' ~rninary and People's University - New York 

Amount requested over a 12 year period $1,212.000 
Amount desired for the first year 101.000 

Funds ure principally requested for an expanded program of enrolling 
JOO refugee stUdents oach year for a four year teacher training course to 
meet the needs of Hebrew. and Yiddish schools. This program will qualify a 
very valuable group of victims of Nazi persecution to fulfill an important 
function in furthoring Jewish educution. 

The &3r.rlnary envisages that: 

a. 50 students will require full maintenance scholarships 
at f~lOoo .. OO pta. 50.000 

b. 50 studonts will require partial scholarships 
at $300.00 p.a. 15.000 

c. 5 additional teachers will be required 
at $3000.00 p.a. 15.000 

d. Expansion of facilities (libr~ry, textbooks) 12.000 

e. Research scholarships for graduate students 6.000 

f. 15 students who are being trained as bilingual 
secretaries will require partial scholarships 
at $200.00 p.a. 3.000 

Total $ 101.000 
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CONFERENCE ON JEWISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINSl' GEP.MANY, INC. 

Sumnary of application submitted by: 

Yiddish Pyblishilfg House; "Polish Jeliry" Ii Buenes Aires 

Amount desj;red unspecified. 

This publishing house was established in 1946: by the South American 
Federations of Polish Jews to record the history of Polish Jewry in all its 
aspects. It has thus far publishod over 90 works, ' one third of which was 
devoted to record the destruction of Jewish lifo in Eastern Europe. The 
remainder includes works by authors who perished and by young refugee authors, 
who .survived. 

This publishing house requests a grant to enable it to: 

a. Reprint e series of works of Yiddish cl~ssical literature 
which would servo as a document of past Jewish life in 
Eastern Europe. 

b. nepr:tnt or publish memoirs of leading authors and public 
fj.gures which relate to Jowish life in the comnnmities 
destroyed by the Nazis. 

c. Publish ",arks by Jewish historians, scientists, authors, 
poets and essayists who perished at Nazi hands. 

d. 	'Publish a series of books devoted to the history of 
destroyed Jewish communities in Europe. 



CONFERENCE ON JEHI SH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINsr GERMANY, INC. 

SUnmary of application submitted bYI 

Hobrew Union Qol19geA_Cinc~nDati gnd Jewish Ins~itutQ or Religigp,.N.Y. 

Amount unspecified. 

F(.8quest funds to establish an Academy for the Preservation and 
Restoration of Central European Culture. ' 

It is intended to conduct thorough scientific studies of the 
entire field of Central, European Jewish History and its culminating 
tragedy and Hobrow, Union College has on its staff a cc·nsiderable 
number of sch0lers, spec1.alidng in the field of European Jewish history 
and particularly the history of German Jewry. 

The proposed Academy would be engngcd in the collection of 
manuscripts and documentary material, which will be made available 
to scholars and utilized for tho preparation of monographic studies• 
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CONFERENCE ON JE'.v!SH MATERIAL CLAIM AGAINST GERMANY. INC. 

Summary 0+ application submitted by: 

CENTRAL KEREN HATOmH COMMITTEE, 'LONlON 

The Centrql Keren Hatorah Committee inLnndon MS submitted two requests: 

1) A request for a provisioMI ~rant of ;b 5,000 
to ~S9i!3t in the maintent:lnce nf Rabbis. rea.der'l. re1i~ious 
teachers from Centrl'll and Eastern Eur"Fe. whn fnund refu~ '. in the U.K. 
~ny are old or 'iilin~ And can nn lnn~r aotively fill pnqitions. whereas 
nthers were too nld nn arrival tn adapt themselves' tn the new conditions. 
The Central Keren &torah Committee, 'in;assOciation with the Union of Or­
thodox Hebrew Congregatio,ns, the A~dlis I~rael. etc., is compiling detqiled 
statistics on the number of people concerned. !n the meantime t the 
prOVisional grant 1s requested. 

2) A request for the sUFPort of the activities of the following edu­
cational institutions in Enghnd (amount unspecified): 

Law of Truth Ta1mudical College Yesodey Hatorah Grammar School Movement 
Board of Orthodox Jewish Education Torah Urn Lacha Institute 
Gateshead Talmudical College Medfa Talmudieal College 
Institute of Higher Rabbi'n1c'll Zerei Agudas Israel Talmud Torah 

Studies, Gateshead Gateshead Jewish Training College 
sunderland Rabbinical College Yeshiv::th. Letchworth 
Gateshead Jewish Boarding Scho.ol Yeshiv::th. Mancha ster 
North West London JeWish Day School Ahav::ts Tor'ih Boarding School. London 
Beth Jacob Teachers l cleminar,y 

The ~nmlal budget of· these institutions approximates I. 250,000. These 
institutions have been prinCipally established 'lsa result of immigration 
to England of Nazi victims. The majori ty of the teachers are persecutees 
and a large number of the pupils were brought to England from similar insti­
tutions in Europe. These institllntions I'l.re experiencing financil'l.l difficul­
ties. notWithstanding certain grants by Britishorgl'l.nizations. Mr. H. A. 
Gnodman h::ts been authorized by the Committee tn enter into detailed negotia­
tions with the Conference concerni~ thi s appl1cl'l.t,ion. 



CONFERENCE ON JEWISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY, INC. 

Summ~ryC!f "'.rrlicl'ltirm submitted by: 

EZRAS TORAH FUND - New York 

Amt)Unt requested1 ;.$ 300,000 

The Ezr~s Torah Fund requests a grant of $ 300,000 for ~s~istance to 
R~bbi'S ~nd religious teachers who are N.9.zi. victims,. as well as for the 
support of religious schools for the children of N~zi funds. The Ezras Torah 
fund has been supporting Rabhis ~nd Jewish 'schools ,allover the world. 
During the current ye:ar, "1br>ut 11, 000 arplications have been granted, .but 
many appl1clltions had to be turned down because of lack of funds. 
In view of the ~articularly difficult conditions in Israe~ 80% of Ezras 
Torah ::llloc!'tti(")ns were sent th3re, Ilnd the needs in other countries 
could not ,be properly met. There is also a serious problem in the U.S. 

where the older Eabbis,after a limited ferind of support by the United 
Service for New Americans, are experiencing ~reat difficulties in estab­
lishing an existence for themse Ivas. 

116913 
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CON1i'ERENCE ON JEVlISH Mt.TERIAL CLAIl4S AGAINSf GERMANY, INC. 

Sumnary of application submitted by: 

The Jowi~h second~[Y Schools Mcv9ment - London 

Amount requested ~ a period of 5 years "375.000 

The Jewish Sbcondary Schools Movement, which operates six schools 
in tho Lcndon }~tropolitan aro~providesfreo schooling for an average 
of 250 pupils at a cost of "50 per pupil p.a. The request envisages 
that pormnent school facilities will.have to be provided for 1000 
children at a cost of "250 per place. • . . "250.000 

The schooling cf 1000 children will have to be subsidized 
for five years at an average cost of "25 per.pupilp.a. "125.000 

The above request of the Jewish Secondary Schools arises 
out of its obligations to provide for children who are in Britain as 
a result of Nazi persecution. 
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CONFERENCE ON JEWISH MAT,ERIAL CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY, INC. 

Summ~ry of ~wlicqtion submitted by 

JEvlI 5H LABOR COMMITTEE in Fr~nce 

Amt')un.t requested: $ 86, 000 .I).nnu~11y f",r 4-5 ye~rs 

The Jewish Labor Commi ttee in France request s a gr~nt for the support 
of :lnsti tutions for children orph~ned in cnnsequence of N~zi !lction. 
The Labor Committee in Fr!lnce administers five institutions ~nd conducts 
JI foster pJIrents program involving a tpta.l of 854 children. The Labor 

. Committee ,1n Fr~nce is of the opinion th~~ it will tl\ke another 4-5 years 
for the maJori ty of the children in its c"lreto become self-sustaining. 
The Labor Committee e:x;per1.ences serious diffi culties in providing the ne­
cessary funds for the maintenance of these institutions which require 
$ 86,000 annually. 
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CONFERENCE ON JEi'lISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY, INC. 

$Ummary of a Propnsal for the Establishment of a Fund to Aid Former 

, Prominent Jewish Leaders of Communities Destroyed in Consequence 

of Nazi Action 

Amnunt unspecified 

Thi s proposal has been submitted. by Dr. Ther'ldore Fische r, fnrmer rrember' 
of the Roumanian P~rliament ~nd a prominent leader of Rnumanian Jewry. 
Dr. Fi~cher states t~t there is q number nf~rsons whn have made very im­
pnrtant Cl')ntributinris tn the develflpment nf Jewi9h communal Hfe in Central 
I'\nd El'I,stern Eurt'lpe, ",ho I'\re unable to suppnrt themselves ~md c"lnnnt expect 
an;y cnmpenql!ltinn under the existine: or even contempll!\,ted restitution and 
indemnification laws. This applies qlso tf) the widf)ws or such men whr'l 
find themselves destitute in exile. Dr. Fischer estimqtes that 30~500 
reorle m~ be involved. He propr'l~ed the setting aside of a certain per­
centageof Cnnference funds for 1'\ special fund tn be admini stered by a cnlll­
mUtee of prominent Jeldsh leaders. He prnroses tMt the fnllnwing cri­
teril! be, applied: ' 

1) That the beneficil'\rieslive outside nf Israel nn September 10, 
1952 and were wi thout means of existence in C"Insequence of persecution in 
Nazi-cnntrolled areas. 

2) Thl1t they I1re over 60 years t:'If age nr unablEf'tn e"lrn a living in 
consequence of ill he~ th. 

3) That they have devoted themselves tn the furtherance of Jewish 
cultural, political or social life. 
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CONGRESS OF T~UNITED STATES 

House of Representatives 
Washingto:ri~ D. C. 

August 15, 1956 

Seymour J. aubin,.Eequire 

1832 leflerson Place,. N. W. 

Washington 6. U. C. 


'Dear Mr. l\ubin: 

I enclose herewith copy of a letter received from 

pll\uV. Myron, Deputy Director ,of the Office of Alien Property 

in reply to mYletter of July 11 addressed to Dallas S. TOWnsend. 

, .1 would appreciate your comments. if any. 

With kind regardB_ lam 

Sb1cerely yours. 

1.1 A1-thu:r G., Klein 
Arthur G. Klein 
Member' of Congress 

AGK:em 
Encl. 
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llonorable Arthur G. Klein· 

Jiouseof',Representatives. 

Washmgton, 1). C. 


August 10. 1956' 

Dear Congressman Klein: 

lnthe absence of Col. To~send, I amreplyingtp your letter 
ofJwy II, 1956, wltb.regard to the, helrless.prope'rty ~lalJ11s filed with 
,this Office by theJew1shRestit~tion Successor Organization (1&80).1 
.very much regret the delay in responding to your letter.. It has beeli .. 
occaelonedby .ourattempt to obtain data on. whlehtO base an~8tbnate ." 
of the am:ountof f\lDds which' JRSQwill obtain under' the provis\olUi of 
P'ul>.licLaw 6~6 •.a3a Congre8s~ 

. .~ 

, . ·.The legislative history of Pubiic Law 6Z6begln8witli a:bUi.... 
14it.Der:ally etl\b~dying it.provisions(S. 2764) whtehpas.ed theaeriate, '.' . 

'b~·the·· 80th Congress. nat.bili contained,no. Umitation'on'ihe,amo~t'" . 
.of;r:~turns of heirless assets whtchcqwitbemadeunder:ltl p:rovis.ioD.~, 

. '. A aikuit.r bill(S. 603) passed the Senate in the Slat CongresB.Tb~· 
conunfttee report which recommended Hspassage"tat,d that there was 
no d'eflnlte i~fo1"matton: as to the amount of vested property which 'would 
beaffect~~ bute'stimated that it. wQuld range between $500,000 and" . 
.$Z~()OO~O.~(J~.. The House Committee on 'Iriterst~te a.nd Foreign Commerc~ 
rep~rt'ia;S{:'~603 favora.bly with an amendment Ibnitiag theamo1Ult .of. •... 
r~~rn~'.t(),.j ,000.00:0'; in, tlie8ZdCpilgre!J.sa bUI(S. 1748lcontalnmg . 

·tiie$3',O'Oe,ooo limitation was reported to the Senate but was not acted' 
. upon/S.24Z0~. 83d Congress (which'became P .. L~,6Z6l was passed' 
by theSenat~ without the $3,000. QOO Umlt. That fig\;\re was again added 
'by the .Hou$eCommittee' on:Int'erstate and. Foreign Cor!lm,erce and. was 
acceptedby:both houses ofOongre88. . 

":,' ..' , " 

At. no timeduririg the consideration of the various measures 
.... 	 described ab,ove did. there appe~1r any definite lhlormation 'm. rega1"ci to 

the amount of vested property which might prove to be heirleSS. "urther.. 
more, there appears to be no basls for the' use of. a $'l,OOO~OOO figure' 
other than the !actthat it was deemed beyond question to be. in excess of 
the amount of heirhu,s vested pl'6pertY~ . 

. 	 . 
After the enactment of an amendment to the Trading with the 

Enemy Act in 1946 authorizing the return of vested assets to persecutee.. 
of the Nazi reglmede:spite their technical enemy status, this ,Office 
took great pains tQavotd vesting the property of such persons. As a 
result, it has always been apparent to this Office that the amount of 
property subject to the provisions of heirless assets legislation would 
be. quite small. '.' Thb Office has 80 informed representatives of JRSO 

http:tlie8ZdCpilgre!J.sa
http:CongresB.Tb
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, ,", . ,. 

from time to time beginning with the earliest discussions looldngto the 

designation of. JRSO'as asuc:ceS80r organization after the enactment of 

Public, Law 62.6. . . . 


.' '.,' ,~~l;. '. ".'.' 
Originally JR~O filed a total of apprb:dmately 7. 000 claims with • . 

this Office•. Subsequently that organization filed a list of those ot the ' . 
. c1aimswhich it asserted to be within the. non.-adv~r8e or non-conflicting . 
category. This Ust,::,h:modlliedslightly, conta.bied~nl,.4, 137 names. 
This Qffipe.:hasmadea..carefulsurvey' of its fUes:wlth· r.speet to the$e~';"if;: 

,pa:rtic\il_~claims ~A~aresult of this survey it was dete.rmined ". that i.n. 
o.nly 15 cases,ciid it a.tflrmatlvelyappear that ..jRBQ' sclaifusmighthE.l '. 

't'llowable. ' •.In &nothel'. 79lcases' ther.e was no infor·maUon concerningth~ . 
". person: whosepropertt was vested or his heirs.. In'a,Ubut the:se, tWo .... , 
. (:atE.'go.r,ies:of 808 ca.~es, iavor.ableaction onJRSOii claimsappeai'stobe 
cO,~pletely ruled 0\1t...".fh.e808cases involve asse~s~rtbapproxiwat~ly;
$8.6';000. . '. . ' '. " . 

.'. ...,Thl.Offk~~hasr.eferredthe US.t of 808 cases to itsOverseas.,~"dion 
bl~etln:any with tnstiuctiotll to attempt t() determine whetherth~pJ'tt-' 
veliltillgowners areaUve andlfitotwheth.,·i' (1) .they wereperIUI¢utcUUJ', 
aa,4(Zlthey left heir8~·. In 407 of the .casestha last known ad~~es8.on· 
o~ records is in West.German te~dtory~' 1he.Qversea,s· SeeUpnt:raD.smltted 
~e n.a.me.s o$'these407cases tothe'.InternattorialTraclng Ser~eln'.G.rmany' 
which haG IairlYdomplete records on person. who were;bl.'con~~1ittation 
camps.~;Th:at organization .was able to make tentative identifications ill 
Gniy~S.~th~cases.In two. Of these 35 case8~e identificationli .&telairly 
pcuJitive; 11(:'11ve 'others', 'pos8lble~and i~ the r~mainingZ6 even tells car.tain• 

. . :bt~~ther :hof the~asesthe:last known;ddre8s1sl~~erHn.An 
ltlve.tigat~r:()f the. ·Overseas SectionlJi that cltyhas· tdentifiedlZ of the 33 . 
vestees .•~:·1;>eift' aUve .. Mahas located the heirs ofnbitldeceased'vestees. 
Hehafifowid. a Nazi party membershlprecol'd for another of the veliJtees 
and has learnedthat still another left Germanyfor Guatemala before World 
War II..' Hts.,investigation ill: another case ha$ 'developed no infor.matton;He 
tscontinuiftghi~ investigations' tn' the r'emainlllg nine cases.. .Imlght add 
that similar investigadon$wUI be made as: rapidly as possible by the-Overseas 
Section in the abovementioned 407 case. with West German addresfijes. 

: ". , : 

It isobv~ousfr()mthe data already obtained in Germariythat omy 

a handful of the ~aso claims under. Publlc Law 626 will ultimately prove . 

allowable and that only a relatively insignificant amount of.money will be 

paya1:>le to that organization.. 'Accordingly. you willappreci.atethe fact 

that .this ;Office cannotjby any administrative: determination which is based 


.wrc c.o..Cf4 
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on available evldence, make a, II substantial payment'l of the nature indicated 
In the first of the two questlonsset forth in your letter. 

ID.response toy-our second question, please be advised ,that a 
transfer to JRSOof$750, 000 would seem to be a matter of policy for the , 

, . ,·CongresstocQnsider., ,Thhl Office .would bavenoobjectionto legislation 
providing for the 'payment of this sum if it were not related to section 32 
of the TradiDgwith·theEnemy~c:t and ded to the assets of specific vestee., , 
as is the case with pu,blicLaw626., In thhi connectionycnl may wi,b to 
cc:nls1der the WarClaims..-und as a source for the funds to finance such ' 
a payment. 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul V. Myron 
.Deputy Dbector' 

, Office of Allen Property"
.' . '. 

" ," 
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Statement of SeymourJ. Rubin 
Before the Subcommittee 01'1 the Trading With theE~emy Act 

_ of the Senate Committee on .the Judiciary 

lnconnection with the earlier hearing8 .0nS. 2227 and otherbUle 

before this Subcommittee. 1 handed to ceuns.el for the Subcommittee, . 

· Mr .. Wood•. copies of a statement prepared on b.half of the Jewish 

Re8titutionSuccessor Organization~ 

. The :backgroUnc:1of what I would like to ..tate to the ,~bcotnnlittee 

at this ,time is. contained.in that earlier a.tatement, which de8cribe8,~. 	 , 

both tbebackgroundof the JB.SO. the .nature of the leli81ationuncier 

·	which it was designated by ~eaident Eiaenhower a •.succesaor· organi­

zationunder Pu.blicLaw 62.6. and the method under wbich., iDcooperC\tion . 

withaleneieaof the Un.~ted .Statea ,Government, it haaprepare4 aM 

filed with .theOfficeof AlienPrope.rtyaome seventhouscLnd cla.im,ato 

heirlelJsorunc1aimed prope.rty.. To recapitulate very. briefly, Public 

Law 62.6. legia~tion.which hadexte.naive bipa):'ti8aftaupport and which 

,was enacted by .the83rd,Congres8, de cla.red the policy of the.United . 

States to be that heirleas .andunclaimed property, :ve.sted bytheCu8todian, 

should be "returnedltto a 8uccess.ororganization.andusedforcha.ritable 

anclreUef activities among perS8CJltees who are .inneed and who are in 

· the UnitecJ.·States. ThepJ'operty to bere.turned was tha,t which persecutees 

or .·their'hel.ri .would ha,ve been able W claiftland.obtain.: had. tb..yheen 

alive or able to present ,uch.claims.lt was.felt tha:t auch prope.-ty.oulht 

not 

"i\! '" (j q 7 
,I J h 0.A. • "'-, ,""" 
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not mere1y,escheat to theTrea~uryof theUnited$tates;that, since.it 

was property of persecutees, it should .be .used for relief of surviving 

persecutee's; and a Presidential Executive Order,. in.January of 1955, 

designated the .JRSO, an .AmericancharUab1e organization which had 

worked in.. the .heir1ess property field.for many years, a,nd had.been 

previously the designee of United States Military Government in 

.Germany, as the appropriate organization, under many. safeguards, to 

present such .claims . 

. Formulation and presentation of these claims, •because of the 

almost total destruction of records involving those persecuteeswho were 

killed by .the Nazis, together with their immediate families, was ,a Jask.of 

enormous difficulty.. Precision was. impossible. Agreatnum.berof 

claims we.re filed, under procedures described in my previous statement. 

As a .result of numerous .consulta.tions anddiscuss.ions, of attempts.to 

work matters ,out in the best possib1ewi+y, a .bill was drafted,. which was 

suggested by the J.RSO. That bill proposed a bulk settlement of the JRSO 

claims, along lines ~well-recognized in dealing withtheheirless prope.rty 

problem .inGermany.. ltadopted .theupper limit of $3 million contained 

..in .Public Law 626. and '8ugge~ted a floor of $2 million1 which seemed 

reasonable .on the basis ,of information then available. A bill along 

.those lines .has .infact now been introduced in the .House of Representa­

tives .(H.. R. 9972). Like other legislation of this sort, .it is entirely 

bipartisan 

http:attempts.to
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·htpa:rtis~.Ut .•pj~i~t. and..V(as ,intro~w:ed.b'Y;;;aep:re$e!lta,ti...,es: 1Q.t=i,n:aDd 

,Wolv,ertoJl, bQth members oithe .HoU'~i.C~mmittee~vi,ttg:'I:racUnl.VOth 

,the~emy,~tjUl'~~~c*ion. 

. Jtis myfee~g •.. based .oncontinueddiscu$sions, :~~tl\e b:).~er ... 

; . ' '. htE~'~; 

e.lted <90'Y~rn,mellt.lftnC~es;~4:V(U: .a me~c:t.()f qu.ic:Jdy,a~ttltnaJ~Sf:f: . 

clatm,s,. ,~cha.Dl.~o¢•. ba.a8d: ,QD:~~s: • .v.eloped byjbo,th.th.,·.tllsPancl 
, , '. , -. ,- .. " -" -': :~ , .,'. . - , .. . 

el~tethe pcllIsibUity-- WhtchJaall too.lUtety,to:be.~Jactl;ft.(1iVicl~· 

.prqc:esatpg.Qf:alarle 'Jl1U!lD,4iu~'of;c~1IJ af.this. aort",V(h,ere .ro(:,orcil are' 

·anmunts ,rec:overed. , 'l.'ht.8. ~":an.t:v,~nzn.ore •.,rlo~8pt:oblem Jor' ,the .1"~· 
. . -. , - ...,' - - '. . - . " ._, 

th~tt W'o.ul4he .fora..riorlM.! cl.~t, b~118e~1ic: ,~'tfI' 6Z.~ pr.O~blt& 

:the .ch4rgi,q ~o~ a.~$~.tt,ve ,: c,~...t •. _,tl):the~~t•. r,eeoverfld . - ~ .w:b,1ch I .. - , ' "; . . , . .".' ;- , " " . 

r 
<wQWd,m,e4IJ,D~ttheJ~:",*":",,,, tu fapeUclla.rttab~:~~ :~what 

lla.te.a, 'lar.ge.nuz:nl,e,ro.t:C:la.i.:rrl.&. (l'o;rn!the,ct'owaeddQckets ,of the :()fiic:e..;of 

A..l:\en :~operty.\VoUld. pr~yen.t cltWt,y,t,n o,tP~rlXl.Uti:Ol'i9~. claJma Vihile 

.J.li\~', c:~~:~er.betD.;l proces&eci, a.nd. ,would. :.ay., .the ;Governmen.t, Il".-.t 

adm.~tra,tly... e9&n,8~. '.'1. , 

suchasetU.,ment, ' . .ht;this. eonnec:.tion,.it ahoul4befra.nk1y stated 

. . 
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a,ndl thinktha.t if we keep firmly in mind .the funciamental and declared 

purpose ofthe ..Congress.ine.nacting,PUblic Law 6i6 -- to providehe.ir ­

less funds to the. surviving persecutees, admini$tered .on a charitable 

basis -- a,ndifwe also recall that the Congress gave some.estimate of 

theamo~ts .which it was willing to ha,ve. dey()ted to this purpose by . 

. inse.rtingthe $3 million limit in Public .Law 62.6 --we .canarriveat 

asolutiontothi.s .question. 

The Office of Alien Property has .recently been able to complete 

a preliminary olUlalysis .of .. the JRSO claims ~ lp this ..analys.is, it has 

deferred .consideration of. those clairns as to wh.ich..therewas some 

a,dve.rse interest - .. whether that of creditor or putative .owner, .inwhole 

.or in part. 1t. has also deferre.d.cons.iderationof those claims which· 

involved unknown amounts' inornn.ipu8accounts .offoreignbanks . - -where 

there may. well be .considerable quantities.ofheide.ssproperty.. It has 

very properly - -. firstexam,ined .the sO.-called·llclear" JRSOclaims. 

The results of this analysis. indica,tethat .the.re a.reanumberof 


claims .in which.the e.vidence supports the .JIlSO clari,m.Andth~re arffa 


number .of.·others;in which, .. the JltSOhavtng:fUeda ..c~ai:in.9D,thepCl...is:of 

i 


'. , . 


.' its .information and belief, the ..oAPhas.nofile evid.~D,c.,:( to~~l.1=.a,~ean~~l;1' 

contrary to theJRSO claim. 

This .situation has .beendiscu8sed with.the .OfficeofAlie.nPJ'operty. 

It is our feeling that it sets .. the stage .for an.ove.rall settlement of the .JRSO 

claims, onthebasj.s.of the examination so far made, and without the· 

necessity 

~ -1 '"' .-. ,'\ 0' .1 r,· ".. J -( ..l. • ,_. V <..) 
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necessity of furtherprolongedinv6$ti,gation which would.alrri.o~t certa-mly . 

. be fruitlessa.nd which. would .ineVitably. be tremendously, expenaive. 

What we .now propos.e, ,on. theha..sisof the in{'ormiitiQn:currently 

.avaUable, is.that the Congress enact -- either as .asection of general 

. legislation in this.general field, .. 01',. preferably, asseparate.legialation-­

an act which ·would authorize the pl'omp.t settlement of these. JRSO claims, 

On the basis .of the examinationa,nd the-situation which 1 have de,cr'ibed~ 

. Such legis1atio~ would be in effect an amendment. to Pllhlic Law 626~ It 

would authorize and direct the. Pr.esident (whowoulq., of course•. d.esignate 

.the Custodian or such agency, as .is. generally eha.rged. with responBibilHy
" , ,. . . ..' ~ 

.. in alien property matters) tosettl~bypayment to.the..JRSQ•. minu8.the· 

usual. c U6todi,a1 charge 6 , thea,moWltof claims. in '. situations .~n ;'\,Vhj.ch 

.( a) the .JRSO· had filed i t6 .claim•. (b ) the claim. and. the file had. bee:n 

examined.bythe Custodia,n, a.nd(c) noinfor~tionadvers.eto the; Jl'-t~9: 

claim had .beend.iscovered.. +h~amou.ntt weunder ..tan.d.~blc:h'f0\\l<l Q.e 

hood of $865, 000. This amOunt ~s. U 'M.ll be noted, vastly short of th.El' 
t" • 

limit of $3 million set· by the .Congress .in -Public. Law. 626.' 

. We recognize that the stil:ndards of proof\1llhichwould govern th~s 

sett1~me.nt are not tho sewhich~9uld .beapplictil,ble ,in, the .c,a.eo£ a 

.naturalclairnant. ap,llearing .inRersontoask for return of prQpertywhich 

he asserts .tahis. But the. aituatj.onhere .isa ,world 'different ·from .that
'". r ' " . .'. . , '.' 

oas.e. 

i .' • 

http:sett1~me.nt
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. . 

.case.H,~re .we a,re. dea1l1'1g. wi.th~e.prope,r.ty of those.. w~odi~d in...the 

·~h4!8e "cir.C::~8tan.~,e8. , are d0f:\l,lTl,n.t8,of~i#e •. ~rqof,s. etc,"to:ci:un;e .bom? -.::' 

e8pec:iaUy.~h~n:we .c::onllid~:r·tlV,t.t:rnos.t of these pe~aonsw.ereperse.c::utefi 

sw,c;.e 1933.• ,th~* cleportatioruJand.separa,tJ.o:n.8.of f;ut),i1i,ell ;1.lllder . the 
" '. '." "" . . . . . " .,.' "", " .'. ..' . 

WOJ'8tpoSs~b1ecirc.umst~ce8. were c.u,to~l'Y., . 


, M9reove.r. ,the terms;of :~\.lblic. Law.6Z6.which ·werecarefu),ly 


, pr,oyide .an, !llIlple 8a.(eguar-d£().r:a~y.indjvidJ.1ill·W'hom.ayla.terappear.ap.d
',' ", :- .. -'.' . '., " ',,'. ' .. ,.' " -. "-, ," . '" 


. . . .' , . 


cl~ipl toobe .the .Ct.ctlial owner. of ,pJ::'ope:l'~Y 8,0.retur:ll~ ,t(). th~,.ul$.:).~ .. ' ,For 

·tb:e.la.w provid.e 8 .;1:hat,sufh perlJon,,,,canfil~.clatms.~ththerup.·for·a
'.. • .' • ,.' "," " ,',' • ••••• , • ,n' ':•••• ",,' ,', ' 

. , '. . . 
.' .' . . . '. 

two-year 'period after ,-the propertYfis,Plltinto.t.hilt :a.g:,enc::y-';s. ha.nd8.~cl. 
. . ,. '."",' "', .. .. . ..... '.. ', .... ,' . ' . 

. if.,t1ley, are .qua~Uied .clai:rtlantlS. "tb;e ,~",I5P.rnult, ret1.1l'nthe properw, to , 

Ulem,. ,In. this -se..nse"'-as. inp.eetJ. •. theter m8 .;()fPUt:.li(:~\V626·and
. _. . ", .' .. . . ':' . . ,-" I' , , '.'. -" ' ._ . ,', .' " " , . " " , ': ' 

, . '. , 

.. less, thl\Jla.qoVet;nrnen,t .agency, ~es.po.n$lb~e.f()r.~arryiD.gput a po11cy . 

.' e~a(!tedby,the lJ~~t.a..~tes·Gol).3res.'s. 
,. .' ,. ,.,.. -,; - "-:' " 

., ,- , 

.U:ncler these cirellrnStanCOs.• theJ:R~:'Would·urge~pont~8·;fSuh-. 
. ", , '.'. . ~ 

COInmitteee~th.r the;bill (H.. R~ ·9972.). intr.od.uced.Jll:theHouse .of . . ,-, ' ... ' . ',. - . . . ".' . " , '. '., . -, . 

.' ~epres.e~tatJv~·sKleinan4:W'olverton, orana~tex:na.ti'Vemeasll:r ~,'. '.The., 

a.l~ernatj;'{eco.uldbe ameasurew~~.ch -woulp. ..a\1tho:r1z:eandd~re~t the 

approprtcltf!authoritles .on,the. ~;X:fc,utiyes.ideof,~h.~; Governrne,nt to . ' , . ~. ' '. -, 

se#le.bypayment ;t;~~;cl.airrisillsituation;s. in which. ,after inve.~g~tiqn 

.. ' 

• , ' 4 
.~ 
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, 
of the fBeshere in the OAP office .in Washington, noinfor.mationadverse 

to. the JRSO claim has.been adduced. Of course, return under such 

.circ.umstances. to the .JRSO woulcl.be s.ubject to the overriding proviso 

of PubHc:Law 6Z,6. that returnm~8t be .made ,to a qualifiedowner-claima.nt 

if he appears ,within a two-year ,period from the' date of return to the 

JRSO. This would safeguard all possible claimant interests, and would 

expeditiously and economically settle a large number of claims; the 

individual administration of whi.ch would unnecessarily burden the 

charitable funds of the JRSQ, and the appropriations .of the Office of 

Alien Property. Suchas.olution would leave to one side suchc1aims as 

the others 1 ha.ve mentioned - - involving" for example, . c1aimstoamoUIl,ts . 

.	involved in orrmibusaccounts -- \Pltil s.uch'date as .. final determination is 

reached by the Government as to ultimate disposition of those omnibus 

accounts. This would again result in noad;rninistrativeburdenon anyone 

private or governmental agency. 

Theaolution 1 urge would, ,lbelieve, have greCit merit.lt is 

essential if the intent of the Congress .is to be carried out, as that intent 

is expressed.inPuhlic Law 626. It would result in some small fJ.nds 

.being ,made available to persons here in the United States, persecutees 
, 	 , 

under .,the Hitler regime, who are ,in great need.. It wruldsave administra­

. tive ,costs all the way around. 1t~ould expedite consideration of.other 

c1aimsof the sort which .have to be taken up on an individual basis. 

And itwould be consonant withth~ humanitarian spirit which the 

United 

1\ . 
• : J , 


" t. 


.... " . 

.} 
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United ·States .has. consistently displayed.in .connection with.. the relief 
I . ' • • 

of the first and most severely persecutedvictimsof Hitlerism. 

. 1 thank :.the .subcommittee for its attention. 
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MI' . Sa"l Kal.a 
JewtehReedtQUOA Sucee••ol' O••aah".atloQ 
2, 70 Mad'sOft Avellue 
Now York.l6. Mew York 

Dear Saul: 

1 Gft(:loseherewith a iiopy ot the rnemol'aadum prepa"." iD 
th<t OA:Fawltb resp41c:;t to our daims. 

W4U'IU~" aad.l bad a most 4tsheuteDt•• me.t_. with: Myr_. 
Sc:kol' and ,Bl\UD..Oa th. ba.", oiDlum\. lI.atemeata. 1 hay. norea8011 
tc) heUeV18 IChat tbe coapUatt•• \,:oDtalD.,4 bl dale DllUJftO"..du.m Ie Dot 
cO'l'e'l\t~ 'cho.", ••• Myn_ ."•.•••t.d t1u~ wlthd.raw"l of aU ollhe claim. 
othe. "n those ccn'....4 by,aras".,hs 5 aD<li (a)..lDad4ttioa. they 
eUi8"s.ed.ibat til...emaialaa umbe... ()i elaim. t. small eaoulh 8. that 
i:D:cu'vldualbrYoeUpUoll il po.slble.Th., ale" :r.aise4 a .\lmb.!' of 
wha.tl coftlll4... to b~ pla,oay theoretl.:al aJ'8wneDte a.at.llt a ~ulk setUe.. 
me,,'. 'lb••• wUl bave lOb. 4iscussod at aome JattA:redate. 

Seymou:rJ. Rubin 

CC:Dr.HevfI.i 
Dr•. RobiAS_ 
MI'. HymaD. 

http:po.slble.Th
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COpy 

Paul V. Myron, Deputy Director 
Office of Alien Property 

Arthur R. Schor 
Chief, Claims Section 

March 6, 1956 
JRSO Claims 

The following is an analysis which covers i. 2.06 accounts, 
inc:luding almost all of the accounts over $500. against which JRSO 
has filed claims. 

1. 73 accounts against which there are direct confliding c:laims-­
$542.,135.57.' 

2.. 104 accounts against which there are indirect claims ... 
$348,834.52. 

3. 949 accounts where there are knoWn heirs of the vestees ­
$2,95S,177.19. 

4. 664 accounts where the vestee is alive - $3,706,293. 31. 

S. 346 accounts where there is no information c~ncerning 
vestee or heirs -$780.012.00. 

Sa. 9 accounts where it appears Jl\SOmay be successor· 
$24, 190. 54• 

.6. 57 accounts where vestee is not Jewish - $238,818.27. 

7. 4 account. where vestee is business enterprise - $11,501. 63. 

The total amountin all of the above Z,206 accau.nts is $8,607,629.03. 
This is more than 93 per cent of .the total amount in the accounts which al'e 
beingcbe.cked. G.roups 5 and Sa, listed above, which consist of 355 accounts," 
appear t~ be the only categories against whichJRSO may be successful in 
estabUshing succession. The total amount in groups 5 a.nd Sa is less than 
9·1 taper cent of the total amount in all the accounts which have been checked 
thus far•. 

Bas~d upon the above figures. it appears that the tot~l amount in 
groups S and 5awiU probably be in the neighborhood of $865. 000. Even if 
we accept the argument of JRSO that it is entitled to 50 pel' cent of the amount. 
it falls far shoJ;'t of the amount they are suggesting in the proposed legislation. 
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HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES; 

MEETING OF THE ADMINISTRATION COMMIiTEK:':' ....."/..:.:..._.... .........,'. ';"'':'.--. :.~;'..~,-~' 

OF THE JOItJT DISTRJBUTION COMMITTEE'·": .".-" . 

Tuesday, January 25. 1249 --:. 12: 30 P tM•. 

Presont: . . . . 
..Edward M.M. 'VJitrburg, presiding Mos'es: A~ Leav:f.tt 
'. Bertjnmin .Abrams :Evelyn: M.~ Morrissey. 
. Po. til Buet-wllld' . " Marl'::i. s· Gi .. Tro!:,er, '" 
Louis Broido : Benj ri mih 'B .. ' Goldman 
I •. Edwill Goldwllssqr . i 'Henrietta I K. • Buchman 
Monroe Goldwater b6~6thy;L~~p~iser

. D • d 'm .',.,. d' '" .T. J. 'G6iub ; ~Vl. :iYemg~~. '...j 

. Alexan(ler Knhn ~ . 
·,Joseph. H. Looks'toin " : 

Isador Lub1.n 
WilH.am Rosenwald 
;Jonnh B. Wise 

ciIAinN1AN t S !lEMAl1f<S 

Mr. VJarb1lrg repor.ted on the following 'matters: (1) At the iiwitntion' of Rflbbi Abba­
HUlel Sj)ver, he had n long (UscuGrd.on with Hnbbi Silver on. the. problem of U.TA 
le!.ldorshlp, durIng wM.eh the luttersnggested that Dr. Schwartz'becomethe National 
Chnirnnn of the 1949 United .Jewish Apriea1·. Mr. Vial'burg nlsotaTh'ed with Mr. . 
M;)rgord:,han•. It :i.s clear that he w:l.n make no' clof:thitivo decision with l'GSpfJct to the 
mA chr.d.:r:mllnship until thfJ plonary session of the Jewish Agency; ,~hichis expected :to 
take place on Sunday nGxt. From cOllversot::!.ons wlth othor IJPA lenders, it. is obvious 
that no one .knows what: the outcOJllO (if the. Jew1sh Agency meeting lJiay be, but Mr. 
Morgent.ht1. 1] 1 s camUde.cy will not rerun:tn open after Februnry' 1,. 19L~9 •• ' " . . 

, . . . . ....\ 

In th:is conn8 ction, Mr. Goldv.mssor m<:1lJtioned tho. t the Ne. ti6nttlU.JA; hlld 'alrE;lfldy :ex,;,.' 
pend0cl ~1;J.50, 000. which h1d heen set aside for the conduct of tho 1911-9 UJA dllring the 
early wE1ekfl, o.nd:tn responso to (1 roquest for a furthor t,lllowance; :itwas agreed to 
allocate ::m n<1ditlonnl ~$150,00o.. It s0f:med tohJm that this 'p'oses a serious'qilestion 
in view of tho i';1Ct th..\t th(~ final cloc:lsion with respect tb the 1949 UJA hns' ndt yet 

:.. ' , .: 'beon arrived Ilt. 

Mr. vJnrburg explained that campaigns in the vnrious communtties :i.nbehnlf of ,the: J: . 
United .Jewish Appeal nrc in prOgress. In lIiIiami,' in New York City, nnd in other 
c0mlmm:i.ties, campaigns aro well undfJr way, and i.t is assumed that" the unsett.led 
questions will bu resolved andt.hE)re will be I). united campaign in 1?L~9 Q: •. :. : 

.' I, 
•••• 1' 

;:;" . Tho state Dopnrtment has '!;l'pproved the recommencilatlon submitted by the OMG·OS'togive 
to the tlevdsh Cultural Reconstruction, Inc.; a subsldinry bf.theJewish Restitution 
~Jncc8ssor Organi:<mtion, cl1st.ody of '111 heirless Jowish ciiltural property in ;;tho U.S. 
Zone.'. ' . . , 

3c When Dr. Schwartz ,iUS hor0,lie ;:'I.skeel Genoml Trop0r.to come to Europe 'in Connection 
with the IRO I)udit of emigration adv'lnces made by the JDC •. It is fortunate ·thut'·. 
Gen. Troper 1.s in n pOf:litton to 8.cC(~pt this IJ.cl(Jitioml assignment and he pInna to leave 
in nbollt two weeks. 

4 .. The B.oard meeting of the New ,York U,]f•. is soheduled tcibe.held at 5:00,P.M.on·· 
Viqc1nes(loy, januo.ry 2Qth. SincG amn;jod.ty:vote i8, requirec1,P4r. Warburg stressed,' 

; l' "". 

(over) , 
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tho importance of the largest possible, attendance by JDC members. 

5. Mr. riarburg also urged,the JDC members ,to attend.,the clinner which is being 

tendered to Dr •. Hab0r anqMr.Greenstein ·on·Thursdnyof"this week. 
. ,. ". " ", '.' .' . . 

..... ", 
", '" 

"., ..••• t ,.' .' .... '. -,' >'., ' ......... . 

." "!' 

Mr. Goldwater repor~ed: ol1tl,le,two meetings vlith the ORT:- the first, an informa.1 

discussion, onq',tpe, secpnd, y.n:off:f.ciial'meetiflg vlith fivb;l,'representatives of that 

orgnnizat.ion, ut.,wbieh pr •. S~hwartz was present. At the lo.tt~:r.' meeting, tho JDC 

recorded' its. obje.ctiop to' !th~.. movement of large quantities .. of m.'1ch1nory by the ORT 


.	without prior consultation, vdth the JDC" notwithsto,nding:: the' fact that the JDC is' 
bearing tho financial rqsponQibtlity. Tho Ol1T took .the position .~hat the JDC had beon· 
consultod. Dr. Schwqrtz,·. bari~vqr, st.'lted that hoknew of:no such consultation and 
further inquiry abrood revetllod thn t tho JDC had, in fact, .n0t beaneonsulted.. It 
was (llso made clenr to tho 011T that the JDC is not likely tonllow'. the budget they 
presented Ilnd they were told trot no considorat:lon'could-be'given to it until it was 
revised and substantially reduced. Tho OI1T hns since submitted ·a revised budget 
which reflects n reduction of some ~950,000., but: it' is. still not sound; even the 
modified budget :I.S.~1,000,OOO. in excess of the actualexponCtitures in 1948. The 
ORT has .beon told that the.SDC is not likely to allow as liberal a budget f9r 1949 
as .it did for 194,8. In adcl:l.t5.on, the JDC is proposing that there,·be. much closer­
supervision of the.' ORT,., including montbly reviewsa,nd cunsult.:1tion. 

Dr ~ .Schwartz' has be~~~inf()rmed, 9f the. revised' budget ilnd he is· gathering da tri abroad 
which he Jdll aend to New YOl'k,"and tJle entire m:i tter. will be ,·discussed.: flu-ther, nt 
thehext meet:l.ng· with ,the .ORT.Meanwhile, ~flr .. George Backer. 11M rosigned as: chairman 
of. the·American ORT ",ncl· they' are tryinG to pers1.lllCle'.Judge Frnnkent.lnler to ,[1.ccept the 
chllirmnns}:lipo , :' " . 

Mr~ Rosen~lalc1 questionElc1. whether ihe J'Ve should include tho ORT for 191+9 oil anywhere 
near tho 1948 baals, especially in the light of the uncertr:linUJA prospects and the 
('liffiovlty.; of' oontrolling OnT. nctivities. 

. 	 .,' 

•. M:r:~ Goldwater reiterated.1\i8 op5.. nion that communities will not countenan'ce' separate 
'. cnmpaj;gnsand will' insj.st on ORT' s inclusion. He fe.lt, therefor(31 that Ewery offort 
should be nndo to'ronch nn undorstanding, hut n t. the same time, JJJC. must insist on a 


. roasonnble budget and ~ldeqU'.lte control and· supervision. 


-, .FEBRUAHY nUDGET . 

r.1r. Leavitt presen'tb'd +..he recommpnded 1:mdgotnry' approprintions for FebruaryI' ,wl)ich' . 
nrc identical with -tho sums npproprinted for Jm.11.1nrY, excepting for ~n incrcasQ of. 
f;~l,OOO;OOOo ill the amount requested formhigrnt:ton•. Dr.• Sch1.'Jartz had planned on a 
~~1,500,000. Qxponcl:tturo for. em:l.gration durinc January, but more poople emigrated than 
E?veuhehad ant.icip.~ted, and he 'found it.,neccssnry '1:,.0 spend ~~2,125,OOO. The exodus to 

. ,Israeli1e 0xpontedto continue'~\tJ::he.'samo rate in Februnry as in .Jrinuary; .nly.hough 
'itmny be reduced somewhat lo.ter. Ori the basis of the same rote of eXpendituro,.··. '. 
$2,500,000. 1111.11 be required for FebrUhry. Dr. Schwartz has statod that unless the 

.... 'ac1dltioruil funds for emigration can·be mode availahle, he will have no choice but to 
stot; emigration•. He is grentlyconcerned about this p:roblel':l and has tlsked for . 
guidance ." c." " ,;'" .. . . 

In th1,s connection, Mr. leav:i.tt mentioned that the IRO meeting ·at which the question 
of ro1.mbursement to :tho JDC for advances 'of emigration' expenses. is to be considerod, 
is'scheduled·,to· tnkqplncie :t.n G\~neva on \1ednesdoy. VI.hat thedeolsion .w.ill be, could 
not be forecast. 'Accorclinc to cable advice' rece:i.ved this morning from Fra:nce, it' was 
indicated that the French Government instructed its delegate tovota for reimbursement 

"" .~ ~ (' I) Q
../..J.'" J,.. ::I 
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September 1, 1950 

Mr. Eli Rock_ 

JRSO 

2'70 Madison Avenue 

New lIork, N.Y. 


Dear Mr. Rookl ,:',,' ' , ~,; 

Ih9pe.,.;the f9llow1ng will he1p"you answerqu8stiona ~no~~n.;. 

nectlon with the pl~nned "recoVery of Je.1ah cultural'trea­
aures in the Brlt1sh: zone. "'f ... 


, . " 

Jewish Cultur~l ReC()n8tr~ct1on~ f 9 Ul1de,d in April 194","a~' 
'having concluded an agree~ent w1th JRSO in Aug~8t or,vhe 
saiilelear ,accordi rtg to wh.1~h, it would ~ot as the oult\lral 
agenclof JRSO in ~he Am.eriolll1 zone of GermalI1, started ,ita 
operatIons' in GerlMny early in 1949. At that time the mill.. 
tary authorities, e',ntrusteci to JCR all un~dent1tlable Je~18):l. 
cultural propertY.:.i';-boolQi ani; ceremonial, objects~ ....wblc~'~<":,:" 
been found 10 the iAmerioan 'zon€! and'whioh were stored. 'In.. the! 
Offenbaoh depot. ~hls mat.rla~: ,roughly amounted to 250~'P90 
books, 10,000 cerepwnlalo:t>.1ect8, and fOOTorah Soroll.,., . D~­
ing trw following iyears we also rece~"edi>;title, to abo:ut ' ", 
50,000_ books, all )he1rl~ss prop~r,t't", which ~turned ,out tobs .. ' 
the remanants of <lerman' Jew1sh.,communal'and other"l,ibre.r~ea, 
and' shortly we 8h~11 r~oelv.e title to 'about 45,OOO"'booka or 
Ident1tIa.ble but Unclaim.ed prlv:ate property. '., 

, ' , 

Although JCR acted as the cultural agent of JRSO,' it was not 
fO\Ulded ~s a Ger~n Je.wlsh sucoessor or,ganlzat'lon, but "laid 
clalmto all heirless Jewish cultural property found on Ger­
man terri tory on behalf of the Jewish people., T,hat our I:?Q­
tivitlGS were chiefly restricted to, the Amerlcan"zonewas 
due to the facts that f' (a) No: sucoessor ol:"ganlzatlons': ,. 
existed 1n the British and Frenoh zonesJ (b) the overwhelming",' 

" ' 

I 

1 
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maJ ority of. heirless Jewish cultural pro,p0rty happened to have been 
found in the American zone. ,t 

The 	ohief problema with which \ve were' co'nfronted were the follo"ing: 

1. 	 Sorting and identifying 'books an.d ceremonial objeots. 

2. 	 Cataloguing the most valuable pa'rts of this collection (rare 
books, periodicals, eto). . 

3. 	 Allocation to libraries, museums and synagogues allover the 
world. 

4. 	 Direct distribution 1n the United States•. 

The 	identifioation and sorting work 1n Germany was done under the , 
personalsuperv,1si'on and' constant guldance· of expert scholars .1n· thtl 
field. The teohnioal and manual work trasp6rf'ormed, by a statt of' .i 
six 	to eight ·German workers .who were patci by ·the UnIted S+.~1als' 6fJVern.,;., 
mente Offioe..and storage· spao.e .has, also. been provided :b1·th~·t;()o.o.,,""". 
pational a,uth,o:ri:t,les.·· ,I ~beAmerl~art;·"ut.horl tlEuk a18,o: defr}~.y.;1;~~n,8PC?r~.· 

.tatton costs iror shipment .to the. Gor~n border. . . .'.. ~ ·;;:/t:,. ..·· 
• 'I 1, ",':!" 

, '. ,I .', 

Allocation is decided upon by our Board . of' Dlr ectors t <w}iorepreeent: . 
the 	member organizations of JOR.· . The following prinoiples ,M.ve· been 
adhered to from the beginning I' .' , ..' 	 ,. 

1. 40,& of all reoovered \naterial goes to '1:&r9.61;40;( to the"~:' 
'. 	 Western Hemisphere. tnoludlng the Un1ted Stll1tes: and 20% ~o. 
all other oountries. . . :".'. . '. 

2. 	 Vlithln the lim1tations of 'this>'·key,·.flrstpr1orlty 1s giyen 
to the Hebrew Universitrfor lff)okS and to the Bezal:le~:MuBeu.m 
f'or.ceremonlalobjecta. 

• <, 

Proposals ror8.llo~atiori to all other' coun1:;r~eB 1l8ually.~o~ 
. frOID the Advieory Ooromtte$ ot JCR, abodywhiohis oo;up'oBed 

of leading Jewish soholars. 

4.. JRSO has to g1ve final consent .to all allooation propoealsit· 

Allocation outside of the Unl ted states .is made to .the central na-." 
tional .lew1sh organizat1ons of the respe.ct1vt) cO,untrles, wit}) th~ 
exception of .Western Europe, where ·th~ cultural de~rtment· of J,DO 
has been in charge.Prelgh't expenses i'rom the .German.barder,have 
to be paid by the reoipient countries ,whereas ,tr~lght exp·ens·ee,·<to 
the United States a.re defrayed by-JCR ~1reotlybeoause JCR 1s in 
charge of distr11:>ution·here. Tbese expenditures are recovered through 
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a oharge of 30¢ per book and 60~ per ceremonial' obj~ctwhich is paid 
by eaoh recipient institution. . 

I do not need.to tell you that the han9-1ing of cultural items,' whose 
market value is never certain and frequently doee not c.orrespond to 
the value an object may have for a speoific1nstitution (a book with. 
Ii mn:rket.value of $30.00 may be a ~ique bookJtand theretorea ver., 
desirable object), poses very spe9i·al and intricate problems. Much 
depends on o:orrect 1dentif1oation··and the breaking down lnto.,~~,tego ... 
riea. Moreover, the allocation a.hd· d1-str~bu~.io~a1s,o req~1re ·:.'?J)n- ~ 
sidero.ble·spec1alized lmowledge .. ·· ·"'For this re.ason JCR has almost ex-
clusively employed people with speoial1zed baqkground. The only person· 
charged exolusive1y '!Vi th adm1nls,trative 'work has been "i,~. Loyetlthal,· '.. 
chief of the German depot. He' was' needed 'for shipments' ~ .and' for· • "~" 
general supervision of the work in ,the. depot beoause 'of the large 
quantity of matarlal with whlchwe were. confronted. The.oultural. 
aspects of ,the work were supervised' and the rules.. lalddo.~"r·i'r8t;: 
by Dr. Starr himself, and then' by Dr. $chuno.mi of theHeb~,e~.;f~1:ve~"; 
s 1ty and Dr.,. Narkiss of, the Beza11e1 Museum. ,On1ywhen' ;J;,).,l'!;:';'ft,~t'''' 
many in 'Marohor' this ~ear, and, ,when w. had alr~ady ;reduc:e~·:\'!'Q.,8'~!1t~'· 

. to a ske1letonJ. was Dr •. Lowenthal·~.'left· alone without expert" g 1}1.·~p.oe'. 
on the spot. '.L'his ".,1.S 'possib1e' only beoause the only materia·l:.left· 
dm the depot oonsisted 'of 45,000 identifiable private p:ro;Perty.on 
which muoh teolmios,l work was required and whioh was nob of great 
value. ' 

During the f1 rat year of the existence, of JOR 1.·5'73. oases. of Diors',; ... :" . 
than 250,000 books,1UI1i 211 cases with tIlPprox1mately 10,40Q oerell1d~';' 
obj ects t and 35 cases with approximately '700 Torah Scrolls were, s,or,t~d, 
re-al1ocated and shipped out of Gerrnarrt.(You will find a breakdown.; 
of theSE? figUres in the .Annual Repol,'t1"1:noorporated' lnthe.M1nUtetr::~,of,. 
the Annul Meeting of October. l'l',,·194v. dopt &l'lolosed). l?1th,,',~:q'&;of;;;t:, 
1950, JCRwi11 terminate its activities in the Amerioan zori~ J~~:w1:~~~t;" 
have shipped an. ,add! tional ,lOOIiP.QS;L~.b90'ksi' a n~ber of ,Tprall.,~~.l.!9~~~:·;'
and some archival material. ,. , . .; 

, . 

In addition ~otheBe ac'tivltles, JOR embarked' on a thorough invest1g"';;" 
tion of the whereabouts of lew1sll o.ultura1property In the three ..'. 
Western zones in Germany_ Findings in~the Amer1can zone, ,some of t~m 
of considerable importanoe, were reported to JRSO and.;-e nOw being~; 
~ 1 ~ lmed through the usual. ohannels. .Information on fIndings in the'. . 

'. -\- ...... ",AS were oentra1ized .in the offices of JOR.Hare 
:' : "",.,1 low-up 'oorrespondence-p . 

. '.-'- " ... ~ 1111',. .....8 
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. . ~ 

greatly faci1Uated by t~e"'nentat1-veL18t of Jew1s~l Cultural Trea-,' 
aures in Axis-Occupied CO\%ntri&s'," which was prepared and published 
in 194.6 by the Comrn1ss1on on European' Jewish Ou1tura1 Reoonstruotion, 
now a member of JOR.' ' ' 

, 
A last word about our finances. The details up to July 1, 1949 you 
1'1111 find in the enclosed:Minutes of tha Annual Meeting. , During the 
last' iear~ thatis ,frol1l July 1,'1949 to July 1, 1950, our t,otal ,~lll­
bursements'tlfere in the neighbornood of $40,000. Of this amount, ", 
howt'iver, about 14 °00 were expfl,nses in' oonnection with the~ recepti,on 
and distribution 1n the ,United 'States. Relmbursements trom insti ­
tutions tor the sama period amourtted to Over $10 000, Overseas ex­
penses for the last sIx months ot'1949 amounted to .aboUt $11,000, but' 
only. to about $4,500 for 'the first alx, months at 1950. . ,' .. 

Let me oonoludewlth a few remarks about the more ,obvious' differenoes' 'i;~'d :: 

between work in the American zone and the Dri tish ·zone. Fl~st of, ,all, 
no material compa.rable in quantity. and "Q,ua1it1 and aolleGtad b1.the . 

!. ' 
,<'milItary /luthori ties themselves exlsts in. the Britlsh zone~·".No. major

oolle.otion 13 11kely t a turn up.- Cow:rter-claims' by the :.German:· Jen'sh. 
commun:ttlol:! which haveenc1angeredmany of our 'efforts in reo overIng , 
property now.he1d by ,Gernw.n InstitutiQ~e (property for: whichtbe ' 
German' Jewl.sh connntU11tieshave neither the need nor the housing faci.... 
11tiea,but mtlch they olaim nevertheless)' 'will have even more": , 
we1ght in the Br1tish zone beoause of speoial a'greements betw&en.' , 
JTO and the Garman Jewish communities. Part of the more valuable 
Jewish treasures In the Brltiahzone are now In the hands of the Jew­
ish communIties. . 

It may be that in. v 1.ew of th is 81 tua tlpn 1t would be w1ser fOl,' JTO 
to wait \dth the establishment, of a 'full ,fledged oultura1 department 
\Ultil it knows what material it, will eventually reoeive and 'the . 
approximate date of the first 1n-shipments. It has been oUr ex- . 
parienoe thateverythlng whIch has to be clalmed through ordinary 
channels takes a considerable amount of tlme to be oleared. 

--.,-,-~.-----­

I am also onolosing the'documents whlGh tell the story ,of ou..r custom. 
diffloulties wlthce:remonialobjectSt 

1. 	 Th~ fiecelptslgnedby Dr.' Beiler for JOR for the transfer ,ot 

3841 objects from the offioe' of the Mil! tary Govermnent, 


2.. 	 The Consullarlnvoloo. 

http:zone~�".No
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i , 
3. 	 Copy of my letter to tho customs author!ties through whioh . 
w 	 we presented these objeots to the Jewish Theo1og1oal Seminar,., 

1n order to lllI.1l<e the entry. . , 

A.CopY of Dr. Flnkela;l;elnt a letter acoepting it. 
::~r" 

5. 	 The Consum.ption En~r1o 

,I am also eno10s1ng' e. list of'the oontents' or 'theee ca8e8~' as it' 
was given to the custOIlUl authorities at tho time or entry. 

W1 th. kind pe rsomll regru'ds 

S1ncerely yours 

t::I'" 'b" 'dt f "',C~nna Aren ,:' ,;.,," 
EXeoutly'e. SeoretQr.,l;:'~ '. 

Eno. 



--
," : 

.",. 

',~.....,"-" 
T.:I"l'h""e: CI,,:lc ,5-7HU; I.! 

:\1111~ricHll JI.'\\'i:,-l, (":'II"111jrtl:t..: 

1""0;,],'111 October 24, 1949 

I\~r. ]~~11 Ro c1{ )' 
""1 :Joint DIstribution Committee 

270 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Hock: 

Pleaseflnd enclosetthe statement of JCR.actlvities. 

I ,just received my military'perrait for four month.s, 
several 'entries, as ~equest~d. However, I did not 
get TlfRGili ties. ". I am wor:dering if it would be 
wor·thwhile to try once more to obtain such facili­
ties, and would appreciate your'opinion on it. 

With kind regards, 

Sinceroly yours,' 

!(a-d~/7 
II ann ah 'Ar'end t 
Executive Secretary 

HA: s 

1(~35iJ 

0tA 

., 
, i 

::,1 "'-' .r,' 
'" 

. ":, 

$l\tO w. nr.nIH.,I 

\;jfIlJ"II. 

I.;'h/l',] of Dirt:1 /01'"\ 

J[ROMI: ~lr':Ul\rl. 

J'irc,I',..:.. i"""I.' 
Lr.O U'''':CK 
~IMON r£O[nnll!;(;1I 

G[RSltOM SCIH1U;M 

!,tAN ",. ~'r.('IfJ(t: 

"''''''',\111'1'1" 

()AVIL1 ROS[tlS"rl:lf-l 

S,',-n'IIII"Y 
MAX (-;nUI":NF;W'-",1l 

En'tillil'e St't'rt'II'''", 
HfdHlAIt AJl[NOJ 

, 
•• l" 
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1. 	ANNUAL FU);POH'r ON JCH. ACTIVITIES 

Octoher 19, 1949 


1. 	Books.-- During tho first nine months of this yoar, 1,608 cases 
with morct;han 250,000 books wero sh:lpped from Germany 1:;0 tho 
following countries: 

Israel 363 cases 
Great Britain 104 
Western Europe via Pa:l!is 69 
Gel'n1Dll ,Jewish communttien 52 
South Afric ,8 I}:: , 39 
Par13 for:fS' €ol' age (JDC) 136 
Paris (,rorah scrolls) JDC .35 I 
New y'ol'lc 810-:1'::· 

2. 	Cel'emon:t~l ObJ1ct4.-- During July and August, 211 cases with 
approximatar.y 0, 00 ceremonial objects were shipped to tho 
following countries: 

IS1~ aol 87 cases 
Westel'n Europe via Paris 10 
Great Britain :3 
SoUt).1 Afric 9, :3 
United States 83, of which 72 were for 

world-wide distribution 
To,>,S}j~fJie~(l for)s~l~ly.Jllg IJ 

/ (ob,·~ ects-~(PTOnd repair). 25 oases 
,. /' 	 wI """.. 'J J ) ,rn.... 

/ · ),:
\.. 
l' \. (., ,.r j',~ "~"~)()~"J

r( ,./ 
.~/ "'""'--q.,f ./ .,,( ,,," .. ~ •• ~ 

3. 	Present Actfv:t.t'les~-- A1{proximately 45-50,000 'volumes from German 
Jewls1llnst I Eu£IOi1s are now being sorted and made ready for ship­
ment. About 1100 rat's books are still :tn Wiesbaden awaiting 
al100ation. 

Dis~:!:'..:i~'.l1?.:ton in the West_~rn I-I~~1!isphere 

Distribution of books in the D.S. started in July 1949. Distribution 

to other countries in the Wes tern Hemisphere, unfortunately, has 

not yet started, because tl"lese countries wel'e sam-eRew slow In respond­

lng to 01.11' offer. Books and ceremonial ob,jec ts will be eventually 

shipped to Argentino. and Canada, and possibly Chile. 


During ,July, August and ~;eptember, 10,050 booles,' chiefly rabb1_nic 

literature, were distributed to 13 Jewish libr,ries in this country. 


A special effort is now being made to satisfy the grea't needs of 

Yesh:lvot. Durlog.Septslllber, 10 Yeshivot rnceived 3,555 books. Before 

tho ond of .this .spoclal program, more than 20 yeshivot will rlave 

reco:t.vecl tlJelr·share. 


83 cases of ceremonial obJects are now being unpackecl and listed in 

the ~Jevd. sh Museum. D1 s tribu tion to count riesor the Western Hemi­

sphere I),S well as Great< Britain and :~outh AfrIca, will start in 

about two mofiths. ' 


these, 	525 were for cltstl:,ibl.1tlon 1.n the Western Hem:tsphere, 

270 for world~wldo distribution, and 


for bestitntlon to identified ownersHi 	 , 

http:Dis~:!:'..:i~'.l1
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During the whole period of its exIstence, i.e., from Ootober . 
,~, 1947 to Ootober 1, 1949, 

JCR 	reoeived $43, 5~3. 28 and 

d1sbu'rsed 38,070.• 89 


During tho first nine month a of the, ourrent year 
.. ..,' . ..:L:l. o,l!J'(!./II.d,.4.~

JCR reoeived 27,800.00 ,from JDC and Jewish .lIgenoy 1\ 

and 2,314.15 from libraries in.U.S.'as 
reiIhbul'semertt onboo1cs' 

The 	 tota.l disbursements during the first nine months 
amounted to 	 . 29,876.42 .' 

This lnoludes salaries in New York and ,overa.eaa, brav.el1ng 
I§lxpenoes to and in Elll'Ope , freight and insur.anoe of shipmenta 
to the Uni ted States , and New York offioe expenses .. 

I 

I 

1 
! 
1 

I 
j 
I 
J 

I 

I 

'I 

! 
I 

I: 

! 

.1 
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1841 Broadway, N~Yf..york 23, N.Y. 
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MEMORANDUM 
, I 

TOt The Members of the Board or Directors and the Advisory Committee 

FRO'M. Hannah Arendt, Executive Secretary 

August 18, 1950 

!!!.: Distribution of Ceremonial ,)bjects, New York Depot 

1,698 out of a total of'about 3,800.oeremonial objects~ in the ca­
tegory of, museum pieces, have been allocated and are ready for
ahipmeIlct. ...' ., . 

Sohedule At List of Institutions and Number of ,Objects 

Schedule B: Categories of Dist~1buted ,Items 

1. The Jewish Museum 
2. Hebrew Teachers College, Roxbury, Mass. 
3. B'nai Brith.Hillel Foundations, N.Y.C. 
4. Hebrew Theological College, Chicago 
5. College of Jewish studies, Chicago 

/' 

6. New York University, Library of Judaica 
and Hebraica, N.Y.C. 

7•. Brooklyn Museum, B ooklyn 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

12. 

13•. 

14. 
15. 

16. 

Eternal Lights
Thora Shields 
Pointers 
Spice Boxes 
Cups
Plates 
Menoroth 
Hanukah Lamps
Collecting Boxes 
Rimonim. 
Textiles (Torah Curtains, 

. T9r~h Wrapp~'.u:~!l_
Ataroth Ornaments 
f.1eg11oth 
C~ndlesticks 
'l'orah Crowns 
Medals and Coins 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

Museum of Hebrew Uhlon College, Cincinnati 

The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 

Yeshiva University, N.Y.C. 

National J~w13h Welfare Board, N.Y.C.
---_ ... ­
Committee on Restoration of Continental 

Jewish Museums, Libraries and 
Archlves,'London, England

So. African Jewish Board of Deputies, 
. . Johannesburg, So. Afrioa 

Canadian Jewish Congress, Montreal, Canada 
Delegacion de Asociasiones'Israelitas Argen~ 

tinas, Buenos Aires,' Argentina 
Joods Hulp-Com1te Curacao, Curacao, N.W. Indie$' """'30__'....' 

, Total " , 1, 696 f£ems 
.\ 

;. \ 
, \ 

4 

212 

196 

274 


64 

53 


13:3 

182 

20 ' 

180, 
etc. ) 96 ", 

_ ..J,~~.:~:."_ .. ,,,: 
9 . 

12,... 
17, 
35., 
23·" 

1,698 Items 

127 Items 
-53 " 65 " 53 " 56 It 

n I36 I 
11· I'19 

99 U, 

. 70 It 

'245 n 

147 It. 

l,247 

150 " 
151 ," 
150 n 
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TELEGRAM [\~\ ~~v
\' 

I 

Newyork, 20~11.47 
Jerusalem, 23~11.47 ~ 

NLT Kaplan Jevagency Jerusalem 

Abba Schwartz advises JDC has received equivalent of 550,,000 

dollars in frenchfrancs ahd swedis~ kron~r stop He will arrange 
, , ' ~ , 

f~r",Agency""to,t~,ceiyei:nsterling, the eq~ivalent of 550 .. 000 dollars 

",~~:~8~~:i;);;,gi4:~K!;~a;,~:tal~!ft~r:;;~15·ie~:"t~ d~POSi tr,to credit of Agency in 
'kPBdJon.don:~::appro;xiniately:i,,{O'.OOo.;ster.ling,\ ~stop In another deal 

';[~~ll~~I!~~~~!~~~~II~~I~~[~;~: :~:~~a~~t:::i~::~eo:::~::ble 
,:~dd;i't'i()Ha:!lY'pay:ffi'eii'tEi<in'i:(~bc'tall~'d -:sriiall ahlounts soon as Abba 

,"i~=~ltt~,;)Nl:~~i~~rf~~~;~l;:er:e~:t~:!:~lh:o::~:~~:~yr:~ent 
,;·Cbn:v,ers1on'l.into~.'s,ter,:r;Ln'g~istO:p::,,:;:approxlIDa;tlely 200. 000 doliars 

~':, ~t~~~t~!::L~~·~}r. \~.~;. ;~;~:·::;.;'L~·;':!>'!::,::'/{< >,:\_::~:':.~ <' .."~' ..:"::";:~.;:~.:~":~'!:. ~: .~:,\>~.'!~~>i:.:".:·~\~:.'.· ,\:;' ':'."; -:. , " : ~ . . 
,)yb:r,:t:ll,::;(6f;\i};s:t:Tver.,{.w:Llh;'bEf'!;,Soi.ld;J)Y;'~De,cember~,.15th and before January 

:'~':~:~;~:~;~~F~¥:~:~~J:~~t~i~'El:~~}!{f~/~~;~%;~¥~'~~iy 800 0 OO;O~ dollar 9 worth of gold 
':"pn:QQJ'~pi'y ,,;tqi,'SwJ/s's·;<st:o:P;'·';,';m~;,i)will 'advise s"oon status 50.000 co 000 Swiss 
: ;,:,;;~~\·!"~\i,:{.;j,i.':i,~,i..':.::\:<' ~'l \",' ..:;.... '.., . ..J:~:;~' ".' ..... :'.. :. l~;f'~~~: ~',,:.:',l, .:. . II 

. f,r'Biic,s which I<persona:Ily dont believe w,ill be available so long 
,;' '"":" ;" " '" ":,,, ' 

asBri tish obje'ct stop ',Any event J[ impo;ttant JDC be for,estalled 

from claiming all Swiss francs if they J~come available stop 
. ~ 

Abba going via air directly Geneve leavipg here 28th stop Regards 
~. . 
" , 

r i', 

Embuks~tein 

l 

'\":-':: '. " 
" 

::! . 

,-'} . ,', ," 

, 
f: • 
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(' ~i)xr "J"\'" OJ 

5 So L,Paris Lette~ No o 

A.JDC NEW YORK Attention Mr. 

From: UDO PARIS General CoUnsel. 

Rec Nasi looted diamonds - Our Ret. -.cae/REP/1 /. ,/,/ 

. : .. /~ / . ',,~. 
This will acknowledge your letter No o 2855 or September 30, '1949, 
re the above. '/- _: i.. '; 

.. /" 
I am awaiting Moe Leavitt's return trOm Isra:81·to~di8Pu88 your 
suggestion contained in point ,(3)ot your letter. . ' . 

./ 

JJJ/ht 
J • 

30143 .r. 

j~/ 

The .I;lillt' nlslributi(m Commiltee rE"cei\l~s il5 tun~s"in tlH~ (Jllit~(1 Stales Ihrough the' UnHed Jewish' AppeaL OUb;ttio 
of ,the l'nit,r.,f Sln.l~sJ' II!~ ~oi!ll .Dislribution COIfH1:i!fe.- 'I~!; !lIe flrJi~e ~ooper,J)'ion of Ille South African Jew.i:h ApPf!?'; 
Unlled Jp.wISh Rellel Ag""cI(,",, C.nnd.; Cenl",1 6nlrsh Fund; OrgOn/welDn Centre" de Ayodo,l\<gentina; ComliesAoXi/"" 
do jo~nt. BIni!! ~ lJnited 'Jewish Overseo5 HeHef FUtlds,' Am,hfttiA; }or,,' ReJiof .C~;n:ni/!e~, Mexico i and others. ...' .i.: " ' 

!. 
\.> :! j; 
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T8: Mr ~ M. W. Becke lman 9 AJDC Q Paris 
/ 

FROM: Mr. James P. Rice - AJDC - Geneva 

RE: Non-MonetarY Gold 

I note in your Paris letter No. JJ9J of September: 16 that you inform ' 

Mr. Leavitt that. there is only $50,000.00 in non-mQ.netary gold out of 

the $775,000., . 


I am BOrn to Bay that the amount is only $15.000, Apparently you' 

misunderstood' this when I explained it to' you by phone.,. O~iously;., 

this makes the whole.affair even less, interesting from our, standpoint.· 

On the other hand, it might still be w~th while to' discuss it 

informally wiilh Abba,' not only for possibletuture allocations !"rom 

Italian"loot, but in, order to make sure that Ahba ls aware of how the 

gold mi,ght be used. f . 


I : i ,." 

I am informed that most of the $775,000 i~ in gold'andsi1ver 

numismatic" and non-numismatic coins which are sold thru Julius Bar Co. " , 


in Zurich, presumably at the hlgh~st world market prioe. .1: 


In the meantime, I shall not request IROto proceed with the 
11quidation,uriti1 I receive further written instruotions from you. 

Incidentally, if the~1,1,400,OOO in diamonds are deol:ared as part of 

reparations, wou:i.d a direot transfer to Israel be intlJresting to us 

and the ~~wish Agenoy, in view of the diamond industry ;establis~ed there?· 


• ., I I 

I am sending a oopy ofthie memorandum direotly to Mr. Leavitt, so he 

wll1be awar~ of the misunderstanding about the $15,000 instead of $50,000 ,. 

in non-monetary gold. . 


.Jame,~ P. Rice , ' .. ' 

001 	 Mr ... MeA. Leavitt 

Mr. J.J. Jaoobson


:1 

.. ' 
, ~/ 
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,September 15, 1949:.. 

Paris Lett~r No .. 

To: AJDC NNtI' YORK -' Attention }I(r. Eli Rock 

From: AJDC PAIllS ~ General Counsel 
SEP 19 194[fJ 

He: Nazi looted diamonds - Our Her.OGC/REP/l 

Further to my cable #641 of September 14;\1949, I· want' to call your attention. 
to the very well prepared document whi()h IHO iiJ?suedori). July 1949, bearing "the, 
title "Claim of the International Uefugee. Organization to Diamonds looted by';,,: 
Nazis a.nd recovered by the UoS.HilitaryAuthorities in Germanyll. 'rhe document .::' 
itself presents a very well ,considered argument that: the Germans conuneu1ced "the\, ;,;;:,':;.:W~ 
war ,.nth an insufficiency. of industrial.diamonds tomaint~in their ,.arniament:,· \·f·~:;.dr:iKW<:i~) 
industry,t:hat in order to do so in the, course of the' war they embarked upon~ a <-;:{!';' .,': 
comprehen9iv~ policy of looting diamonds: from persecutees; "that d9cum:entari.:i:·::~{::,~,j; .. , 
evidence reveals that the bulk of .the diamonds looted camel: from persecut!3d:;Je\iaj~i;·~i;,~.:({ 
and finally that the far :too limited supply of diamonds:f?undby .the .u;s~:~oJ?~6~";:'.I~~:,'::;~:} 
pation authori'~ies, in view of the magnitude .0fthe~'100t.ihg,.:,'conStitu",es .. prdpe~rj1:,yJ~S~;\.;';; 
similar to non-monetary gold and. should" accordin:gly~'be ';:turned.) over 'to IRO.'· Urider.~/i::;;t,\~~f.,: 
the Five-Power Agreement for distribution in' accordan:ce.wit h . the 90%':, 10%/t:orniUia ;'~;K:, ' 

~ .'. . ',", i '.' )i':::':: >;~ :,.,(;;~::l?T 
There \'iere 19S thousand carats of industrial diamonds: at issue, and the quest~on ~is /:,' 
succinctly .stated in the opening paragraph .of the InO' document a~ follows' I...·:,·, ,'r" , . 

. .', . ' ..<:::: ::e~:!:;>:~:"" ':); . 
liThe International Refugee Organization requests that the 19S,000 carats ': ':;;'~~:~h\~"::;;;' 
of industrial diamonds recovered'· by the U.S~ ·,l.1ilitary·Authorities'in . 8SA:5::K:::r' 

. Gennan:y-, ,which were the subject of '\;he Ol'fGUS. (~~rlin)' pre~s ;lre~eaSl:lof,f:'~(~~i~ ~,,1":j·ti1!;· 
30 April 1949, be JUs,de availaq1e;t04he'IRO llf·accordance'w~th,thEiinteht!;:<:;y ;.:;,,;( 
of Article S, Part I, of the Final )Act of 'the. Paris conrerence on Reparation ;;!:.'~ 
the Five-Power Agreement of 14 Juri~1':1946 ;c., and'the' Joint Chiefs of- Staff " :,' :/:.~):.;,j:< 
Hon-Honetary Gold Directiv~ to; Y?mina9-dingGen.era}..a,·VSFET .\Cl:nd USFA"JI '<'~~j~;~,;t.~.::t;·;~;:.' 

. . .' , ' ,',: , . , I . • . .', :', ! ~ \ '. . .. ~ _.. "' -. ..: '/1'""':"',' 

It also appears that a group of Belgian: ,diamond dealers~omprising the Federation::"'>: ( 
of Belgian Diamond Exchanges, have laid claim to the diamonds as l."aving.beeniooted ~,::~ 
from them, 'and it \"as this claim which served as the basis upon which. the OMGU8 \ ,~:~' ',' 
Public Informat~on Office at B:rl~ lis~ue.d its pres~:r~le<;lse. on 30;April:19~9,~!:~.e11};N;;{1:; 
jecting the clallU•. Horeover, ~t.~s tIus .press 'release: that .. ~s... z:eferred:t~, ~~,rtJ1,~\'f:i~'·,';:,,'. 
above opening paragraph cited from the,~IRO document~"'· . ""':l.,'):"i'~,.';y'~\:". ':' 

oJ ...) I' • I",' i ,"' '".' t .',' 
./ ;. 

The main portion of the press release ~dertakes to . reject the 'Belgian' claim on '"i,::.:, 
grounds th:'l.t insUfficient showing liasbe'Em:made to 'esta.~lish and identify these!'.~;:;);"'; . 
diamonds as the property of the Belgiari.',group .. ;· 'Thedecison and stat,ement: appear;\';·" 

. . . . . ". ' .. , < . , , .... ;::f::/',1" 
==================·====T"=.=)o=ln=(=O'='iribUIIOn Coml~illee locelves ils j"nds in Ihe' Uniled Slille.· through·l!.e United. Jowis!. Appenl. O"I.ide ". ~,;~.".i.,:~;:i:,~...~'''l~l:';<'_' 

01 tile United Stale" the Joint Dislrihn1ion CommlUee hilS ~'he active coof'Bi8~;on·of tile SOVI~ African Jewj~h App~?': :'~7~,!' :;: .-_ 
. UnUe<! Jewish. Relie' Agencies, C.".d.; ,Cenlrol Britisll FlJnd,~OrgoniIOcio? Cenlrolde Ayud~, Argenlino; Comrles AUXllror 

rio ,amI. Bnml; Unlled Jow/sh, Overse~s RelIef Fund~. I\uslr~~,~ (JOIn~ R,el1el C??,mrue,e, Me,(lto; nod others. .: "/ ,,\ .• ; 
"' ! 

I 
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t,Q ll,Jve been nl':I,de b,;r a j-Ir. Urr'all H. Hc<Junkins, Chief of. t.he l{epa,l"at:i.ons and 
:/Lf;;1SLitut:i.url Brculch,FropnJ.·l~;y Divis:i.0n, (A-1GllS. 'i'he rl~al1ydeva:3tatin8 portion 
oJ the Ci,'\}US rr":Gs relea~;e is the cO[lc:lu.ciing t.,IO, Sf:lntences which rea,d a.s fOJ.J.OitlS: 

"t'iil1.t,;lx'y GOVe1,'!lIlI,ent. hB:S v-ro.1:'ked out a pJ)l~1 for dispo:';al of the 
indus i:,d.al d:i.,:)Jl!onc1~; by f,;;de for I.lse in the Ge,l'Ir],an(")conolllY in 
[:iBm1} lot~; I!I'Gllf:;nt JJ.oodj,n~~ !',he t1li:l,rke,t·, ;:\nd crt St.le:l Jlric8S 
\:1:3 81'e establ:i.~3he'~l for' current, i!llForts. ; ~;;Lle O.l tll(:!se proPeJ;'t.ies 
ha S Ell read,)" , sti.ll'l:,ecl. 11 

It. v}uuld set)!! :i.nev:i.t,abh~ Trow L.h:i.sLhat the entire rno .'IF[;,;j!l.ent ,'iould be Iviped Ol.;t ' 
ElJ'ld l't';lw;d.n only a moot ql.l,(:lst:i.OI1 if} v·li':i..J.8 delay fn consiclen.rt:i.on holds lip Hny 
d~Jc:i.;3ion of the lHO rec:ue~'itl Ufl1GUS ill the incr:;rim disF,oses of t.he diam~ndf3 to German 
inc! u:;tr:ic'lJ.:i.sts. 

I immed:i.!J.tely c;·l.lled .J:L:ll":Y in Geneva to ascertain what action 1W) had blken 
Hit h t.o this dOGlE!l.ent Hn(],·:here it had been sub1l1:ltted o JilIlIny h;;!d· no definite 
inflll'll\:.l'Vi.on at hand but ac!viS0d that he. had reeei'Ted inforlllal v,yord that Dr. !<1.1.1Jlnan 
'Hit! 1;i.:i.c1v·tel !·hcldng had cont,acted i:l'. l'ic<rllnkins' for the purposes of B.ssertillg their 
clcdm, i,lnd h;J(1 beeri told byi·'[c,Junk:i.ns that this' ;.;'8.3 a quest.:i.oII for the :;;t,;:lt,e lJepa.1't.­
1)!'.;)'It wh.ieh he could not d.ec.d, Nj,th. lIo1i,r~)ver, the).'e Nas no elear inriicI;1tion that 
,Jimmy Hic~; had J:eceived to tlteefJeet, trlat tIlE! ~ale of cliclJrtondn indicated by the 
p1'<-::88 .l~·;,1 fl:,l,,:,e \'I!J.S ~.nlspen(lE;d perdingt.he outoome of ~t decision on the IH.(J request.; 
I l\:.!ve .J:i.;n:u:y e to try t.o ubt1:1i.lIHlOrn d.efini,te in:forlllat.:i.on on these 'qu..~st:i.ons. 

lJo':rCVf;:J:' ~ 1.11 l'claticnship t.o this "'Thole matter a: nu:aber or points t.h9Hiselves 

. (1) 	£.iI'. l';c,Tu.nk:Llls is ohv:Lol}.~;ly not. the r,,:ope,J;' official to be d(;~d.ing \'lith an 
:i.nt·(:JT1-el~"1 t. ion of the 'f :i.v e-Prn!f:!I> J\~;r8e;!lent ;f.:d.nce this JlIat tel' is a que;rt. ion 
for the UlJ.'ee pO':j(~t's (.l.esigll to deal wi-Ch out-standing problems under the 
."!:~;:~'JI~!n(~nt. In anY'ev(::nt, .it il') a Illi:lr..t'~r for' the :':~l',;cl.t,(,)Del)a.i.'tment.. 

(::~) it l!:JS not alr:::Hd.V been d.one.~ !:lnd. Abba :;!Ch1rlartz NOll.ld. be the best source 
'1'.'0 l' l'n·I""l'I' <; '!"','lrf ' ·i·,l·le ;·1111"1,,(,,;], "'J' 'lC0. r 'tIll "01(·'1 1'18 Itf!! '" ,1')18 1)·("; Il('l'p;·t' rjl,f.'f·,'· "'111"'n O'f,. ~ ..... ~., ...... '-- ,-.1. ,,,:, ,v. .' :;:'.1., ...:;.I.t " !';. v ",. . .. t:) v_ J.' -1. -"~ •.' J: '" J.;:> c... • 

the· IHC doel..ullent, streng I'epref5ent,at.:i.ons s\Jollldbe made to Hr. HcGloy pointing 
out the ilatu.re of' t.hepI'oblelH, the IHO docni!l!:mt',anci the interests of ,me and. 
tlie .],'\fP, Hnd r8(\.uer~t·i.nG, J'i'cC.loy to freeze hny further clisposal of the diam.onds 
p8nJ.ing i:\ dec:i.sion eoncerning. the:i.r c.:har"1C'\:,er and ol>lllership under the l":Lve­
Power ;'!,;reement. 

(;1) 	 Jl', occurs to!'18 t;ll::l.t. ~'iG and tile ,JilFP sbould V:l;go!'ollsl;r o,ssociat.e ourselv8s 1:Jith 
~l,nd Gu[;,port the tion t"ken b;{ THO in this cl.ocul1lent. . In this connection we 
()ur~:htto make fO'i'HI.:.d. rCJ,:I'esont,-,t1:.iorls t.o the State De[,J:,lrttlient, the Foreign G.ffice, 
!cl,nd tllE! (~w;d. d'Orm:'-.V, ass(;cj_Eit:i.ng ourselves \-!ith the IH.O interpretation because 
,·m ;CU'(:! priIH;:i.p"d benc;Jfi.ci8.ries. and, in f::e.ct, insofar as the U.S. :i.f5 concerned 
:iJ:, \'l;'iC C'1,181:.b"d II.ndel' thr~ tern!s of th~~ Git1Zbu.rg cOlli':Ldential report to the 
:38cre I~m·.)r of !3tate t]'v:t L the J cv::Ls h. organizcltions designe.ted under the Five-Pol-fer 
ili~;reellHmt· VIould ;lssume iu:Lti"lti'ro in lookins out for their benefits insofar as 
the nel.rt.:I.'a.l countries \-(er'e' cO!lcerned, fron! '.vhich i~e -should assume the a.pplic8.tion 
of the ~);3111e prine:i.ple to the COnL!-Aci~.:i.ng .i·,O\·;ers 0 In f:ln~y eV0nt, ltle ought not to 
leave r00l11 for cHl jmpre~3!;"lon that \'ie are dis:Lnterest.ed or unconcerlled about 

• " • 1· I 'I' "- , , '\' t ,1 I1')C" 'I 1 J'I:.he:"e d.HI!JlO!xls ai·)(.), L,I;X':' :t.l; 18 ;;OE1(n~J'LLng "j,D.en OtLL~' .n. l preSSJ.ng. )e .J.e'Te 
this ,"oint is NCight,y, in v:Lew of the gene).'nl U.8 ap:)thy towards HI.O.0 

http:preSSJ.ng
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l:e ;;,re, o:C course, ready to ml),ke l'epn~sentations to HcClGY in coill1ect:i.on with 
the freeze (JnGfltion, and 1 j)J::esUlllE! tll:':lt if l~}oe Leavitt a,nd you agree that ,,,e 
SllO',lld mal:ce'rep'osentat:i.ons generally associa,t.:i.:r1f:'; ourselves w:i.th·the rHO clajJ11 
You vd.l1 at the same tj.me work out the State De]:artment apptoacho It seems to) 
me {;l. lilatter :~n which the four ol'gi:J.ni'~'3,tions may val:i.dly present a united front • 

. I'lease advise me, of the results of your 

r--~---
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rflUBnants ot muropeanJeVlry. 


U'ntol'iUJl&te17. the ato:rementloned latem.at1onal and dom.est10 


aot.~over O~l a fJaal1 par1; 9t the :propertl.~ 1Ilvolved.~J:'th.rmore, 

" • ""~.. . -: :. ". I, • ••• .• ', " .', . i. .'. . "', ' . • ,.)" ' , 

aJ.tl).o~gh,18 monthS .1~p.e4s1no. the ".~p.1nS 01, 'hfl. final ~~. til, ,.1..., 

~~!Sw~~~Gov.~e~ta '414 not 7et a~t~poD;~~.r,cOBl1llendat10n'."·' ' ' 
',.' ", ' ;" . J,' .' , .' , '. , ;' ';' '. ", .. ,: '. . .,'". "1', '. ,'t ' " "."'",," ; .':.,"" ,I:' " '; :; 

S1.~~r17~ Q.ree~~,"1rh1qh waa, the ~+,rst :~ountrJ, ~o pro~1gate .,U9h a,taw, 

d1d. ~o. e~aot the neoe...arf ~pJ..elllen~.r, legi.~t1Ctll.' 100.9"t 1;,he~ther 
, '. "',' ", ", '. . ,', . .,' .' ' 

Al~e. e,~.t'4so,:tar \'il.~a,,~oll neoes.ar l,t. 'e,:r;~~;n4 t):lepr1nclp,~1' 
, ,.' " ';',' ,'. . .. , " .," ", : ': '." .', " " "oj' , ". " ..' : , .;..1 , 

~eooplze4 1tl 'hem wl'h regard to aeutr&1 and tormer en•., ooullt!rea to 
1 ,": ,",t .' 

thel; own te~:t-1torlf!•• ,~lth18.18~"'. la~e.x'teD'i 4uetothe,09~;L1oat-

e4 probleJIUI l.av.:1.....e.d"espec1.-.l17 .1neot..., .... proper'1•• ,o'!1!C)~e~gJlfJrfJ -.nd.' : ' , ill;. "'. ",: ,~., " .~ :", - : ' ' . ". \' . ,'.. - . ,. . ' ',' ' , . . ", , 

p~r&Jons whe» cU:ed'~~lb~p1'()\'~n P;V'~~1~1(u~:te... ','"p.e.,., ,A~t~~4)~1;l•• 

OQu14. how. v., 1', e&a117 bes,oived t~l1shan ,1ateZ'Ila'1,oll$l. ,oonventloD 


". i'.. , .' ; , :' , ", ',' '. ",.: . : 1 " , .".... ..' '. :. ': ,,'.'.' , "::' ., "', .,':, " ": " .: " : ',' ;, 'i ' . .' ~ . ~ " , .' • : , .• : • 

,wh1ohoould 'lq: down' thlt gen.:r~ Nl~.,provl~,to't' '~'~Q~ 1.g1..ljatloft:, 
. : t. .' .',:', • '. .:: ';. '" ,:, ,!/ ' ~. - ,,' ." "';'..' '.,""'."' '. ;.' . - -'. " . . ." '" .' , 

and 1mplemeatul aot1pn.
'.' , ." • ,. -J ••', : • , . ' •• ,~.,. , 

',The~p'IUl~••rl~S ai pre,ell,1n a d.~pera1iepo..~~lo~. 'Hundred. 

ot thouaandtl. are 111 "ampsln '*'l'II&Jll, ,,"'8tr1& and :ttal10~ o~h.rw1'. 
_" , . , , .,' , , .' . ' ", ',' , " ., ~, ". " ',.:" '\ "''-,"' .. ', " . ' .• ", ': '. r • , , .' • 


" -; . 


. soattere~ throush the•• and otheroount';-l••• 
, • • , ',' '. ,..,r. • ' ~ • " ',: • • .". , 

DUlqI Thelr primal7 De8,~ la ,aub,slatenC)e tor ,the tlme ~.....~~. e.sp~o1all7 
,"' .', I. '",,' ,"; '/ ',:. • \ 

asalstance 1n the1r rese'tlemen1; el.ewh8re. AIIerl0an and othe~,,J:.w~••• 
, ,', .." ,-. .'. .',' ." : '. ". ,,"',',: . .."' "",'", ,.: )": 

whioh_ere ~ortunate to esoape direct persequtloll,are dolftS the1r utmost 
. ,'; , '. ,. :,', .' . . ,r" " ' '. ."' '. '.,. .'. . .' • , " C~ :,' , ;, 

1n provld1ns huge amounts tor t~•• purpose., .~n addlt~.oq to the rellet 
, ;. ",', . '. ",' " , ,,', -.' '.' '. '. .' '" . ."', , ,';; ;". 

granted by lnternat10nal ag~no~ea•. It W9u,ld app••r 9n17J~.•t tllat: th,e . . . . . . . . .. ." .. 

oo~s~derabl. prope111ea w~,Cth be()aJBe h.lrl.a8or ~1l0~a!1I.4 ln OORse,q,uaaoe 
.. ,.,' " - - ." .. ." '. "', ", - . . ,"" ; 

of .the tl1-bulati.op.a tpe re"ult of w~oh 1,s thepresen:t. atate 9t. t:he 

.•urvlvlnsJew1811g~up-,i+Jl i'1lrope be app:L1~d ,tt) a;LleY1at.t~8 s1~ua.tlon 

~t leait lnp~r' • 

. ',\ 

http:addlt~.oq
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.Through the extlrpat~on ot alx m1ll1oa Jew. blQerma.DJ and her 

mln1~na on the. oon'lnent. of "rope, and the aulb11atlon ot 'whole tamll1ea 

lnvolved, ture,llltvaat auber. of Jewlah propertl,. beo... helrlea•• 

Furthermore,oonslderable DUIlbers ot persons entitled 111 law to li1herlt 

more4istaJlt relatlve. w1l1 not ol&1m 1m.se assets beoalls8 the, are elther 

unaware fit them or 40 not want to 11lTeit ,he ne08s.al'7 amount ot mone, 

. and" enel'l7. 

The ..se'. ot aur4ered ~'W18h ownere are situatedelth,r 1. thelr 

MraeoountZ'l or abroad. . A.lDolII the latter oategorf ot propertlea tbe 'IDOst 

.valuable 01188 are acoounts and other depoel's 11l 'bankl. 1astlt'U.tlons, ot 

Ileutral. _ .... &Ad so.. alUed oountrles, whioh were oon.,ldered betore 

't118 war as eate.b.avens tor aayings. O'her propertles oonsl.t 'ot ",41
,,' ',' " " . 

. estate, moyables, Ilone,.a, o1&1ma, 'lDsuruo.a, 8te. 
, :. 

OrcUnarl1.7, all helrl••• and _u.acla1med propertle., rlghts _4 .' 

l'Dt,erest. wou14 .aoheat to the State In whoae boaurlea thepropertle. 

are situated or, ln oertalneasee, '0 the home atate of the ownerot thea. 

'al:e.ts.Bow.ver, ~oogn1tloll 18 b,lng g1ve~ bl the 001111'7 ot nations, 

as well a8 lnMv1dual oountrl••, to the taot tbat suoh esoheat representa 

a tlagrant lnJustloe toward the au.rvlvlag members ot the perleoutea. 

groupe. The flnal Aot ot the Par1aAgreement Oil aepara'lons, Deoeaber' 

1945; the 'eaoe Treatles with .Romanla and Bungar,; thedraf't-trea'l w1 th 

Auatrla;the Greek law of' Januar1 18, 1946; the Hungarlan law at lov.8, 

1946, andlthelta11an law ot May 11, 194'1}all reoognize the prinolple .. 

thatheir~e•• and unela1med J,w~8h propert1es sbould not esoheat to the 

State bu.t:be used tor 'he purpose of' reliet and rehabll1tat1on ot ,.be 

116JF 

. , 
! 
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JErIISH CUIoTURAL R;;;COHSTRUCTIOW, INC. 
1941 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

, 
Appendix to Uinutes 	of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 

December '19, 1949 

tlINUTE FOR JOSHUA srr JiliR 

The Boa.rd of Direc tors of Jew! sh Cu1tural Hecons truction, 

Inc. 'wishes to record it~ ph:>found, grief over the decease of 

Dr. ,Joshua Starr. As E.."'Cecutlve Seoretaryof our organization 

from its inoeption unt il August 1949, he c artied the main 

burden of its adminlstrat::l.on; negotiations with the military' 

and civil authorities in Germ8l1Y; as ,well ,as the shipment and 

distribution of bool-::s md ceremonial obJeots. The Jewish 

CultUral Reconstruction also shares with the rest of the 

Je~ish cmmnunity the sense of loss of a distinguished young 

,Tev/ish 8chol~1" editor am OOl1lliluf,lal \·.'brltei'~ 
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Proposed Agenda 'for the: Meeting or, Board of D1~.ectors 

Outobe~i7i, 1~49 

1. Minutes i 
I 

, .' i 
"2. Pro,blems of allooat1'on ~rld' distrib~tion 

a. German Jewish:J.nstltutiohialqqlleot10n now in 
" 'Wiesb aden 


, b ~ Hermann Cohen colleotion 

c. Ra~.'e books now in Wie~baden 

d~ jf.ll';~illonla1objeots no~ in,New,York 


3. future' operations i'n Germany i 

4. Length of. trust and'th~ han.dll,ng of claims 
i 

i
5. Public 8nnounoemen!;s' and' statements of policy fronl , t, 

memb~r organization~.~· ,'.. 'l 
I' 
! 
I 

, , 1; 

,I 
! 

J 
i 



I 

,[ This copy may neither be transferred to a third party nor copied or published, without written F"I N" :::r~'(] t) 
, per..:nissi~n from the "Central Archives for tb~ History of the Jewish People",. Jerusalem, I e O •. ..::::::!....:....:::.:":-!~-l:-r-...JI.L\'\., .':,.:;~•.",_,~~\' 

,<" 

~"".!Z!2lId¢"~ 
, 
'~ 

JEWISH CULTURAL RECQNSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadwa:y, New Yor, k 23, N.Y. 

',." 

UINurES OF ,THY':! ,~TNUAL j./lEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

00 tober 17, lQ4,9 


Pursuant to a notl"e dated September 28, 1949, a 0 opy, of whioh 

precedes the minutes of this meeting, the annual meeting of the 

'Board, of Direotors of the Corporation was held at 9 P.B. on 

October 1'(, 1949, at the Harmonie ,Club', 4 East 60th street, New 

York City. " 


The following persons were present: Prof" Salo WfI! Baron, Preside'nt; 

Prof. Jerome Uiohael, Chairman of the Board of. Direotors; Dr. 

Simon Federbusoh, Vioe-President; Dr .. Max Gruenewald, Secretary; 

Dr. Wolt' Blattberg, Mr. Rudolf Ga11man,: Rabbi Hirsoh Freun~, Dr. 

Isaao Lewin, Dr'. Ben Halpern, and x.1'r'. Eli Rook. 

Dr. Bern~d Heller, former Field Seoretary, 

, , 

Ex officio: Dr. Hannah Arendt, Exeout1ve Seoretary. 
, I . 

Jerome Michaei, the ohairman of the Board of Dir'ectors, aoted as ; I 

ohah'llian, and Dr. Hannm Arendt, as secr~t ary, of the meeting. I' 

1. Minutes \',.... 
The reading of the 11inutes of the last nfeeting of June 7, 1949, 
Was dispensed with.. The Minutes were approved as circulated., 

f __2. Election of Officers 

Re-eleoted were: Salo W. Baron, President; Jerome !Uchael, Chairman 

of Board of Directors; Leo Baeok, Simon Federbusoh, Gerehom Scholem , I' 

end Alan !.i~ .'3trooo1<:, Vice ...Presidents; David Rosenstein, Treasurer; 

and i;ax Gruenewald, Seoretary. . , 


The question of an increase in the number of Vice-presidents WaS 

raised anef discussed. The Chairm.an read to the meeting the follow ... 

ing paragr aph from the By-Laws of the organization: 


;;In 0 ase of the death or absence of the President, 'or of his 
inability to act from any cause, one of the ViDe-Presidents, 
in ~he order of their seniority, "sliall perform the duties 
of the office of President." . 

! :' 

In view of 'the fact that the Vice-Presidents do not represent member 
organizations but are eleoted as individuals, and in view of the 
faot that they have no duties exoept in case of an emergency, it 
was decided not to ~d any morev1oe-pres1dents to those who were 
al:r.&.cu:lY,_re--91eotJed. . " ,. 
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3. ,Problems of Alloo ation •and Distribution 

It was decided that the alloo ation of German Jewish inotn:~,ttonlil 

oollections now in process of distribution should not,-follow 

schematically the rule under which the 250,000 books of the 

Offenbach Depot had been distributed, namely ,40 percent eaoh 

to Israe.l and the V/estern Hemisphere, and the rest to other 

\r~ countries, 'but that the destinatIon of each oolleotion should 
" be considered separately after peI'tine nt information has been 
, reoeived from Wiesbaden.' , . " " . 

." ," 

The all~cation0f the Hermann Cohen oollection to the Hebrew, 
Univ,ersi.tl, was ratified~ 

'. ' '. .' 

It wa.s deoided to honor the repeated applioe.tions-~from Switzer­

land for the' distribution of books ronong the SwIss Jewish com­

munities. Dr .. Gruenewald proposed ,tha.t trie remnm ts of the 

Fraenkelsche Stiftung, Bre,slau,' should be B:llocated to Switzer-:' 

land, on condition that this collection be lrept intac,t, am not 

distributed among Jewish OOllt-Jlunities in Switzerland, but sinoe 

the Advisory COlmnittee had reootmllended tha'\; these 'be distributed 

8Jnong SWitzerland, Sweden, and, possibly. Italy, this proposal ' 

was referred to the Advisory' Conmlittee for re-oons IdeI' atlon. " 


, ."' .' The reconnnendations of the tilvisory Conmlittee on distribution 

of ceremonial objeots,as set forth in the minutes of-the 

Committee's meeting of September 19, 1949, were. reported to the 


'Board of Direotors,' and adopted. 

Dr. tewin raised the question of alloQ I.l.,tlon of booits to the 
Israeli Yeshivot. He complaii::led that: distribution had not yet . ). 
started. Professor Baron stressed, the autonomy of th e 100 al 
groups. There was-general regret" ~o'V'/ever~ 'thatocmununfoat10ns 
with New York headquarters were slow,' 'end that reports to New: ' 

, York about .100 al distribution, from' the r.eoipient oountrie swers 

,frequently not made.. ,
,I. 

Upon motion, duly made and. seoonded, it was decided thai; fue 

President and the, Secretary of the organization should take all' 

steps whioh they deem appropriate to bring about speedy distri ­

bution and to insist on reper ts from the r eoipient countries. 


Dr.' Lewin stressed the, great needs ()f ,individual rabbis for 
, rabbinio Literature whioh is now being distributed from the 


Brooklyn depot. Profe~sor Baron recOlmnended onc~ more the' 

establishment of a circulating library to fill the, needs of ,in­

dividual rabbis. ,:Ie also stressed the diffictlltlesinvolv6d. 


,Dr •. LeWin agreed to sUrvey the' situation and to 'find out what 

lIbrary or institution would aocept this oharge. ' 


" I 
, 13,G8Gl

" 
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4. ~re OperatIons 'in Germany 

The Board authoriz<3d a preliminary' investigation in Germany 
...,..1 to;find out whether a systematio sea.r.9h of hidden oQche,s for

/f'- Jewish cultural t.reaSl)NlI3 -- books and. art objects -- would 
... yield ade quat~ results. . .' ..' . . 

5. 	Ind,lvidual Claims-.'--". --'""--- ­
Profess:):' Ba!'on rep~'l't.ed tbB.t the Comndttee on Restor ntion of 
Con+;:~.n0~.!I~:;1 Je\y~.sh ·:,11.18e !.li.ns. Libr.eI'·ies.and '.!\rohive s, in, London, 
h ad d(.jc](~.er. that the tru.1teeship of books received Ilnd al100 ated 
to ini']'t;i·~··l).t:io:.w' sn ould.not be .lh1i ted, to any 'period. ·This 1s 
in oont;i:'adi.ctiont.o the ,TeR deQision·;to 'r'eserve for itself the 
rightt..oa~k ,for t:.l<? return of a book frOi.'zl a recipient during 
a peried of two years. . . . 

In the., discussion i'i; was pointed out "hat if the civil law of 
any cOl;m':;ry oi' the good will ofa part:1.ou1ar· recipient should 
enable ,a fornlf:)J: own'3r to rec1aini his 'property,there' would 
oertainly.Le no ob .joction. But the Jewish Cult ural ReoonstructioI 
couldsss·Jm€. no ob1igat:'l.on whatsoever beyond the two-year limit, 
especially sh~.ce i'G is not 'oonoe~ved 8.S a permanent organizatIon.. 	 . , i' 

rThe ·Board decin.ed that the niember organizations of JCR should , 
\be informed tiHl.t they have no right to deviate from the rulings 

" 

of the Board of· Director s with.out having previously b~ought the 
matter to the Board! s attention~. ',' . 

In th is connection, the estdJ llshment of a rabbinioal· court. to
'f review' doubtful claims was 9-isoussed and -Rabbi· Freund of the 

'"" ,1' Synagogtle Council was aslced for, eventual implementation. 
. 	 ·r cc. . 
~.(l""r· I I.. t 

. ( . 

(?"'\ r~~\ 	 6. Publio fumouncements 
, \-' \ 1 

\ 	 ' j .' . . 
I~In 	view of the fact ths' t ,~eli1ber,:orgm 1zations have made publio , 
I 

annotn1cements>:in 'whichtl1.ey .c1a1med:oredlt for operations which' ) 

had been carried out by.JCR, . and. inv!e\r\r of the further faot,. 
that statements. of po1:l.cywhichdeviated from the ru1~ngs of 
the corporation were published by me'!ilber organizations as if 
they were rulings of the corporation"upon motion duly made rod 
sec onded , it Was decided. that. rio :member organization. shOUld 
have the author 1ty to ma,lee. public stat;ements, withou1;· the approv­
alof the Board.·' 

7. 	Das_!B..llat:lo~f Three Directors to Represen! 
JewL'3h CllItul'c-..l Reoonstruction, on the' Board of 
-~~~~!.E~1:--Rt~~}1!u·1; i on Suo c 9S"s~r 01'g a'iiI7.'Elt!on' . 

Professor Ba.ron and Professor Miohae1 were re-eleoted· as repre~ 
sent atives of JCR all the Boarc10f Directors of JRSO: . They were 
also empowered to designate a. third representative in the near 
future. 
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8. Smelting or per,emonial Objects 

Regr,et was expressed that the Board had not been informed' of' 
this operation in. time Mel tha t no formal vote had been solicited. 

There being no further business' to come before the Board, upon 
motlon dtilymade and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 
11:4'5 P.Uo 

Respeotfully submitted 

'.>' ... :M' ~'-~.. ::': .; 
" 

,"'I:,. ""\"'~' 

Hannah Arendt 

.­
.\ 
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J BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 

Agudas Israel World Organization 

American Jewish Committee 

·Americon Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee 

Anglo-Jewish Association 

Board of Deputies of British Jews 

Central British Fund 

Conseil Representatif des Juifs de France 

Council for the Protection of the 
Rights and Interests of 
Jews from Germany 

Interessenvertretung Israelitischer Kultus· 
gemeinden in the U.S. Zone . 

Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. 

World Jewish Congress 
l 
!, 
!, 
t .) Deceased 

I 
I 
r. 

Dr. Solomon Goldsmith 

Dr. Isaac Lewin 

Dr. Julius Steinfeld 


Mr. Jacob: Blaustein 

Mr. David Glickman 

Dr. Herman A. Gray 


Mr. Monroe Goldwater 
Mr. Moses A. Leavitt 
Mr. Edward M. M. Warburg 

Prof.· Norman Bentwich 

Mr. Isaiah Berlin . 

Mr. Rowland Landman 


Mr. A G. Brotman 

Dr. A Cohen 

Mr. Barnett Janner M. P. 


Sir Henry D'AvigdorGoldsmid, Bt. 
Mr. H. Oscar Joseph 
Mr. Le.onard G. Montefiore 

. Mr. Saadiah Cherniak 
Mr. Marcel Franco 
Mr. Stephane Leven 

Mr. Frederic Borchardt 

Dr. Kurt Alexander 

Dr. Max Kreutzberger 


Dr.. Max L. Cahn 

Dr. Benno Ostertag 


Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein . 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann 

Dr. Israel Goldstein 


Dr. Hannah Arendt 

Prof. Salo W. Baron 


•Prof. Jerome Michael 

Dr. Joachim Prinz 

Mr. Shad Polier . 

Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
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OFFICERS 


JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 


PRESIDENT: 


ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 


* 

CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 


MONROE GOLDWATER 


* 

VICE-PRESI DENTS: 


JACOB BLAUSTEIN 


FREDERIC BORCHARDT 


NAHUM GOLDMANN 


ISAAC LEWIN 


JOACHIM PRINZ 


EDWARD M. M. WARBURG 


* 

TREASU RERS: 


HERMAN GRAY 


SHAD POllER 


* 

SECRETARY: 


SAUL KAGAN 


PREFACE 

The JRSO was a novel adventure on an unplumbed sea. We charted our course 

by the stars and set sail not knowing .where or ho";" the journey would end. 

The only cargo was hope and determination. There were harsh winds and 

bitter storms throughout the long voyage, but we rode the wave of every 

tempest. After five years the ship is nearing port. The treasure which it carries 

in its hold is limited, but its hopes have not been shattered and determination. 

has reaped its reward. This report chronicles the story: 

It was' my privilege to have been entrusted with the helm in this arduous 

expedi~ion. The pioneer who tries a new path must anticipate rigors .on the 

way, but the satisfaction is so much greater when the route leads to help for 

the needy and oppressed. I shall always be grateful to the Jewish organiza­

tions for per!1"itting me to participate in this liistoric experiment. 

May I convey to the Directors of the JRSO and the operating agents my deep 

. appreciation for their confidence and constant support. To those who guided 

the JRSO policies - Joseph J. Schwartz, Moses A. Leavitt, Moses Beckelman 

and Jerome J. Jacobson of the American Joint Distribution Committee, and 

Maurice M. Boukstein, George Landauer and Max Kreutzberger of the Jewish 

Agency for Palestine, as well as the Corporation secretaries, Eli Rock and Saul 

Kagan - a word of gratitude for their patience, help, encouragement and 
. . 

friendship. My sincere thanks also go to my colleagues of the JRSO who are 

.the unsung heroes, without whose devo.tion to duty, loyalty and Skill the 

voyage would not have been possible. 

BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ 

Director General 

Nuernberg, Germany. 

November 1st, 1953. 
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INTRODUCTION 

There is a scene in Hamlet where the king, having treacherously slain his 
brother, seeks forgiveness in prayer. "Pray can I not" he moans, "since I am 
still possessed of those effects for which I did the murder". He remarks that 
he can never be pardoned as long as his heart is unrepentant, and he retains 
his ill-gotten spoils: The precegt that no nation could .morallyretain the 
plundered property of its slaughtered victims inspired the formation of the 
JRSO. By massacre and pillage the Third Reich had sought systematically to 

. destroy the Jews. The possessions of those who perished in the Nazi infernos 
would not be allowed to rest in German hands, but would, instead, be retrieved 
to reconstruct the shattered lives of those who survived. . 

Altruistic principles are not self-enforcing. Whether the humanitarian ob­
jective could be achieved amid the smouldering ruins of the vanquished and 
unregenerate Fuehrer State posed an unprecedented problem. Twelve Jewish 
'lrganizations, distrustful but determined, decided to accept this challenge. 
Together they formed a philanthropic body to serve as successor to those who 
perished without heirs. Five years ago, in the Nazi citadel which spawned the 
anti-Jewish laws, the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization began its 
work. Half a decade is a convenient point for pausing to survey and appraise 
the record. 

The restitution of heirless property in the U.S. Zone of Germany is only a small 
part of a larger mosaic. To understand it properly the entire panorama must 
be scanned. The pattern is designed to portray a new Germany, remedying 
some of the wrongs. of its predecessor. An important component in the sketch 
is the return of Jewish property still in existence. Compensation to those whose 

. confiscated property was sold or destroyed and. to those unjustly imprisoned 
or divested by Nazi action of their livelihood, support and health, are other 
essential elements. Many of the scenes in the tableau are still obscure or are 
slowly beginning to emerge. . 

Restitution of Identifiable Property 

Long.. before Germany's capitulation the Allied Powers· began considering 
measures to assure the restitution of property which victims of ·persecution 
had surrendered through fear or force.· Would-be acquirers were warned by ;y 
Governments-in-exile and the United Nations that they would never be per­
mitted to retain the spoliated assets. Post-war legislation in the various 
countries concerned was for from uniform. Even within Germany the four 
occupying powers could reach no agreement. The United States, for example, 
favored the appointment of a charitable Jewish successor organization to 
retrieve the heirless Jewish property. The British Government, fearing that 
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such funds would support Palestine's attempts to. secure independence,; 

opposed this idea. The French argued that heirless assets should go into " 

common fund which the German Government could then use for 

still in Germany. The Soviets were generally unsympathetic to special legl~lai; 


tion enforcing' property rights. 


Finding agreement impossible and further delay unjustifiable the U.S.Govern~: 


merit, at the end of 1947; proceeded unilaterally to enact a law-for the. 

tion of identifiable property in the American Zone. All potential 

matter how remote their relationship to the original owner, were 

to present claims. The JRSO was designated to recover the unclaimed' 

therefore, presumably heirless portion. German courts were entrusted' 

enforcing the low under the watchful eye of on American appellate 

A yearand a half was to pass before the British Zone hod a similar I 

almost 2'11 years befare they accepted and appointed a Jewish Trust' 

poration. It was March 1952 by the time the French Government was preol 

to designate a Jewish successor organization for the French Zone. 

meanwhile the JRSO carried on alone. . 


Indemnification for Personal Injuries 

Even greater disunity was the motif in the realm of indemnification.. The c 
iective here was to grant compensation to persons illegally imprisoned 
to those who hod lost their providers, their means of livelihood or their 
at Nazi hands. None of the occupying powers was prepared to 
Germany in this field. Stimulated by U.S. prodding, the four States"c 
U.S. Zone enacted lows at the end of 1949 providing limited indemnity for 
losses to a restricted number of persons who could qualify. Those fai 
meet rigid dateline and residence requirements were barred, rego 
damage sustained. Enactments in the British and French Zones werecompletel) 
fragmentary or unsatisfactory. The Soviet Zone sealed itself off and report .. ;.il, 
did little, if anything. Toward the end of 1950 West Berlin followed the 
zonal model. 

To eliminate the inconsistent multiplicity the three Allied powers urged 
new German Government to enact a single indemnification law for 
Germany. The Contractual Agreement, tending to restore German sove~eiarit\ 
required that legislation at least as favorable as the U.S. zonal. laws wou 
promulgated. This was an important minimum safeguard, yet manyjholl~dn" 
of victims remained arbitrarily excluded. The Jewish organizations; 
of the deplorable inequities, took steps to remedy. the situation. 
"Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany" they 
provements. ~fter prolonged negotiations at the Hague the Germal:1i 
ment was, by September 1952, prepared to assure. additional co-nCe~!Ul 
admitting large numbers of persecutees who had previously been 

2 
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Untiring representations by the Claims Cqnference seemed essential reminders 
that the promise required fulfilment. A year later, at the dramatic final session 
of the first West German Parliament, the low giving effect to most of these 
pledges was enacted. On 1 October 1953, more than eight years after war's 
end, the new law went into effect. 

Monetary Claims Against the Reich 

The coffers of the Reich hod been sated with the stolen savings, securities and 
jewels of its victims. These assets had disappeared into the German treasury 
and could no longer be found. The Federal Republic agreed to compensate 
for such losses but limited its liability. The claim would be paid only if the 
confiscation took place in Western Germany, and the total bill could not 
exceed 1.5 billion DM ($357,000,000). Payments could be spread over a ten 
year period, depending upon Germany's capacity to pay. Despite these safe­
guards the low carrying out this pledge to the Allied Governments and t~e 
Jewish organizations has not yet been drafted. 

The Claim of the State of Israel 

Restitution, indemnification and promised payments for Reich liabilities were 
confined, almost exclusively, to losses suffered within Germany, or by persons 
who hod been resident in Germany. Millions of East European Jews,. whom 
the German conquerors hod togged for extermination, hod been stripped of 
every earthly possession before they dropped into their unmarked groves .. 
Germany hod reaped the ghostly harvest of these systematically itemized effects, 
which included funds, jewelry, clothing, gold fillings and even toothbrushes~ 
Restoration was impossible. The pitiful remnant which hod survived the Nazi 
holocaust cried out to the world for help and refuge. Only one ncition opened 
its doors without restriction. The new Jewish State of Israel offered a haven 
to all, so that Jews who hod lived in terror niight at lost be free from per­
secution. 

, The financial burden to the fledgling country, which doubled its population 
with in a few years, was staggering. Absorption and rehabilitation of a 
destitute group, too often shattered in mind and body, imposed on enormous 
drain on limited resources. While thousands of Jewish refugees dwelled in 
Israel's overcrowded tents on a bore subsistence level, vanquished Germany 
was rapidly resuming the economic leadership of Europe. The contrast bl;!tween 
the poverty of the victims an.d the newly-restored wealth of their erstwhile 
oppressors was striking; . 
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In the late spring of 1951.the Government of Israel called upon the occup.ying 
powers fo support a payment of collective recompense to the Jewish· Stat~. 
On the eve of the Jewish New Year, the Federal Chancellor Dr. Adenau~~ 
invited Israel and representatives of Jewry outside of Israel to confer with.·the­
German Government. Jewish public opinion was sharply divided. Abhorrence 
and distrust tilted with want and hope. The vast majority affirmed that it was 
more honoroble to help those in need than to allow pride to perpetrate 
plunder. Following the historic meetings at the Hague the Federal Republic.~· 
promised to provide Israel with 3 billion DM ($714;300,000) worth of Germon> . 
goods during the succeeding )2 to 14 years: 450 million DM ($107,145,000)',; 
more would go to the Jewish organizations for relief work outside of IsraeL' 

While all of these events were evolving the JRSO was quietly continuiniW~ 
pioneer work in Germany. There was no public debate on the morality,,~f 
JRSO's action. Often, through its trials and tribulations, there was doubtabo.l!.! 
its prospects for success. After five years, perhaps a sounder judgement ccinJJ.~ 
formed about the wisdom of this novel experiment.'Y 

RECOVERY OF HEIRLESS PROPERTY IN THE U.S. ZONE 

Finding and Claiming the Property 

The most important task confronting the JRSO was how, amid the dp~nlntinri 
and ruin of Germany, to discover arid claim all of the Jewish 
which had changed hands during the dozen-year reign of the thousana-yeo 
Reich. The law provided a scant four months from the time the JRSO" 
authorized to act, in August 1948, to the deadline for filing claims. me 
period for private claimants began in November 1947, but also expi ..A'N"nn,

t 	 December 31, 1948. There was, therefore, no way for the JRSO to 

advance what would remain unclaimed and presumably heirless. The onlY
v1 
to counter this provision in the law was to claim everything and later(l 
wheat from the chaff. - The American Joint Distribution Committee and the. Jewish .f\genc;y. 
Falestine provided a small dollar budget, but local personnel and Ger!'"nn:;, 
marks were urgently required to move the organization into. high'isP,;~ motion. Military Government, under the able leadership of General;l~t;'''' 

1--.... D. Clay, was prepared to help. Money was advanced from. occupation 
to enable the prompt employment of a force of over 300. clerks, tvnictc 'II~~"~ 
vestigators and lawyers to work under Jewish supervision and(:J) 
Germans who had been in possession of Jewish property during C.:.\ 
years were required by law to report that fact to Military Government TIi"~A!ji;,--.1 
reports were made available to the JRSO where a bcttery of typists, 1--•.!.. 
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round the clock, pounded out claims in eight copies each at a rate of 2000 per 
day. At the same time scores of investigators, based at quickly established 
Regional Offices throughout the Zone, scoured German real estate registries, 
tax returns, property control offices and official records, to supplement the 
Military Government information. As the deadline approached, bushels of 
JRSO claims were raced, as if by Roman charioteers, to the Central Filing 
Agency in a. second-hand army ambulance which served as JRSO transport. 
When the count was taken, over 163,000 claims had been filed and the JRSO 
had thereby petitioned for the return of virtually every piece of Jewish pro­
perty which had been taken in the U.S. Zone since 1933. Nothing has appeared 
in the past five years to indicate that substantial assets were overlooked in 
JRSO's desperate rush to safeguard Jewish interests. . 

The calm came after the storm. The flood of claims had to be sorted and 
minutely compared with the petitions submitted by former owners or remote 
heirs, many of whom, without meaning to make the puzilemore perplexing, 
had changed their names, intermarried, or were unable to recall an exact 
description of the property sought. The withdrawal of JRSO' duplicate claims 
went on endlessly. Meanwhile extensive investigations were being conducted 

'in an attempt to determine the facts surrounding each confiscation, the value 
of the property then and now, encumbrances, mortgages, depreciation, mis­
management, improvements, and possible rebuttal to potential defenses to be . 
raised by the restitutor. Frequently the facts were obscured in history or buried 
in debris. 

. Amicable Settlements 

Despite these handicaps, Jewish lawyers of the JRSO, who had been recruited 
from their countries of refuge, began to negotiate with German aryanizers 
summoned to nearly a dozen JRSO offices scattered over an area of 40,000 
square miles. The experi~nce soon proved discouraging. 

Germans .....ho had been in possession of a Jewish house or business for a 
de~ade or more were most reluctant to surrender it to a "foreign" organiza­
tion, This was particularly true where they had paid the Jewish seller what 
they considered to be a reasonable price and:·.had not personally coerced 
him. They, as all Germans, knew that the Jews were selling only because of 
Nazi pressures, but· the c~ncept that the transaction was thereby made 

. voidable was one whiCh the average layman refused to grasp. Their bitterness 
was deepened by a currency reform under the terms of which the claimant 
was required to repay 1 Deutsche Mark for every 10 Reich Marks which he 
had received for the property. This currency conversion generated by 
Germany'S war-caused inflation, and essential to German reconstruction, 
divested all Germans of almost all of their savings. Property holders were not 
immediately affected unless the property was subject to restitution; These 
holders blamed the Jewish claimants for their loss and indignantly denounced 
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the entire restitution program. Associations of so-called "loyal restitutors'r, 
were formed to bring about revision of the law. Their outraged voices found :) 
an echo in the German courts. ' C " 

The JRSO was not intimidated by abuse. Every unjust outcry was 
with determination, and the U.S. Government, as well as the Americ 
of Restitution Appeals, withstood, the German pressures. By fairnesS.' ' 
with pat'ience arid perseverance, JRSd lawyers' were able to reach. a 
settlement in 	 thousands of cases. Despite these successes itsoo" l:Ie 
apparent that recovery of property on a piecemeal basis would b'e c/' 
and time-consuming process, generating venomous German hostilitY:' 

Bulk Settlements 

In the summer of 1950 negotiatons were begun with the State Governme'1~::,C; 
which were asked to accept the assignment of all remaining JRSO:.da 
return for reasonable payment. The Governments would then be free. t~ 
such settlements as might appear to them to be appropriate. ' ", 

It is interesting to note that under the terms of the restitution lawthe,Stme:'; 
was prohibited from being appointed as a successor organization., 
operations of the successor organization soon established that it was' 
ferable to have the claims handled by the, State. In 1945, however, no 
could have trusted the shattered German Government to make a ._.:..... ;;i, 
attempt at tracing or evaluating heirless assets. In performing this 
the JRSO defined the extent of the claim and gave it. a, legal folindatJI 
Whether the German Government would eventually have been oreoar~d 
make a payment without these facts remains speculative and dou 

During the bulk settlement negotiations each State demanded 
the JRSO claims which could be subjected to independent appraisaL Political 
parties and Cabinets debated the merits at length. If. they had any £ for such settiements they managed successfully to conceal it. By Februnn. 

f1 the State of Hesse had finally consented to a bulk agreement. with 
The State behaved like a reluctant groom being tugged by an 
bride, and pushed by an anxious father-in-law in the person of 
Commissioner. The amount offered to the JRSO was 25 million ~ which, after various deductions and deletions, amounted to 17'12 o 	 ($4,166,700) in cash. Hesse established its own corporation to 
the JRSO in pressing the claims against the restitutors. Two anda

E
'i{6r"" 

!-,:.. after the date of the settlement it appeared that the State Corpor6i-iil,,\ 
:::r) eventually recover almost the amount it had paid, and that its totdl 
Ch, transaction would not exceed 10% or 15%. 

-<1 The small State of Bremen quickly followed suit with a, settlement~oNorle 
{"\) three-quarter million OM ($416,600). Bavaria was the toughest 
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Noted as the cradle of national socialism and famed for its peasant-like 
parsimony, this Southern state evinced a strong disinclination to reach a 
reasonable agreement. The active support of the High Commissioner, Mr. John 
J.McCloy - the visible source of U.S. economic aid - had a most persuasive 
effect. After much anguish, on both sides, Bavaria signed an agreement with 
the JRSO in April 1952 providing for a payment of twenty million DM 
($4,761,900). As of this date only 17,730,000 OM ($4,221,5oo) has been paid ~nd 
debates aoout 'part of fne balance are in progress. ' , 

The responsible officials of Wuerttemberg-Baden, who had been among the 
mainstays supporting restitution and indemnification, were unalterably op­
posed to accepting the assignment of JRSO's claims against private persons. 
They reasoned that the State would be politically unable to enforce restitution 
demands against its own citizens, and that this breach in the restitution dike 
would eventually sweep away the entire program. They were prepared; 
however, to make a settlement for ten million OM ($2,380,900) for claims 
against the Federel Government and the State itself. 

The light of experience has shown that the fears of Wuerttemberg-Baden 
were unfounded. The opposite of their prediction has come true. Whereas 
some representatives of the State Governments had, before the bulk settle­
,ments, shown a tendency to oppose restitution, their attitude changed once 
they were in the position of the claimant and it was, in their financial interest 
to support the law. The justice of the claims only became apparent to the 
State when the State became the creditor. 

By virtue of these agreements with the State Governments the mass of the 
day-to-day work of the JRSO in the U.S. Zone was completed. The settlement 

' of Claims was the most remunerative phase of JRSO activity, but other major 
concerns remained. ' 

Property Management and Sales 

While negotiations with the States were in progress, daily work continued 
unabated. Almost 1000 pieces of property were recovered. Most often the 
prudent aryanizer conceded restitution where the asset had been shorn of 
value. A leaking ruin or a bombed-out wreck was graciously surrendered. 
These houses arid plots, spread over hundreds of villages and towns, had to 
be managed and sold. Rents had to be collected, repairs made and buyers 
found. By 1?53 JRSO salesmen, co-operating with local brokers, had sold over 
800 pieces of realty for almost eight million OM ($l,904,8oo)~ 165 pieces of 
property, valued at almost five million OM ($1,190,450), without deducting 
encumbrances or equitable claims, are still. awaiting sale. This includes three 
million OM ($714,300) worth of property in Berlin, where the market is highly 
speculative. 
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The Recovery of Cultural Property 

Despite the concentration on the recovery and disposal of real estate JRSO 

interest was not confined to monetary returns. The Jewish Cultural Reconstruc­

tion Inc., compos~d of leading Jewish scholars, had been designated as an 

operating agent of the JRSO for the purpose of dealing with cultural problems. 

As e9dy as 1948 the JRSO established a Cultural Property Division to discover 

and retrieve culturpl, artistic and religious' objects. The Germans, with 

characteristic thoroughness, had transported to Germany and carefully stored, 

the contents of many Jewish libraries, museums and synagogues which the 


. Nazis had plundered in the East. When Germany capitulated, the Allied armies 

took over these depots. Under JCR's guidance the collections of Judaica, 


: Hebraica, prayer-books, bibles, periodicals and rare books, were carefully 
screened and sorted. Where former Jewish owners could still be traced, these 
cherished possessions were returned to them. Over a quarter of a million books 
were shipped to libraries, schools, Yeshivot and other centers of Jewish 
learning throughout the world. These fragments of Jewish culture, packed in 
over 2000 crates, were shared by Jewish students in dozens of countries. 

Almost 1000 torah scrolls were recovered and removed from Germany. In 
Paris a group of scribes tenderly repaired these sacred tables. of the law 
for use in new Jewish settlements in Israel. Those beyond "repair received a 
ritual burial on Jewish soil. 

Jewish scholars came from Israel and the United States to continue the search 
for hidden cultural treasures, and over 10,000 ceremonial objects stolen from 
synagogues -:- candlesticks, spice boxes, pointers, torah wrappers, Hanukka 
lamps, and amulets - were recovered and distributed by joint action of 
JCR and JRSO. 

Nearly 700 works of art, seized by the Gestapo in Jewish museums or homes, 
were retrieved by the JRSO. After pro",d exhibition in New York they went 
to enrich the new museums of Israel. JRSO's participation in salvaging some 
of the remnants of the Jewish heritage was one of the most gratifying aspects 
of the restitution program. ' 

Private Claimants Who Missed the Deadline 

Historians from Josephus to Churchill have noted that once a common danger 
has passed, Jewish groups are given to disputing among themselves. This 
observation was not found to be false where JRSO touched other Jewish 
interests. 

Several thousands of claimants had, for one reason or another, neglected to 
file their claim for restitution within the thirteen month period prescribed by 
th'e law. The highest court ruled that, having neglected to submit their petitions 
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in time, their legal rights were barred. 'In almost all of these cases the JRSO 
had filed a'timely claim and under the law it was therefore the only claimant. 
entitled to recovery. The belated claimants, feeling expropriated by the JRSOi 
indignantly demanded lhat the claims or the proceeds be turned over to them 
as the rightful owners. The problem thus was whether the general relief interest 
which JRSO funds were required to serve, outweighed the demand of the 
possibly negligent former owner or his heirs. 

It was clear that if the former owners were themselves aged or in need the'if 
demands should promptly be met. Inquiri~s about the age or financial con~ 
dition of the claimant, however, or the reasons for. his failure to safegua'rd 
his rights, encountered fierce resentment. There was also little understanding., 
for the fact that the law prohibited assignments by the JRSO and that special 
licenses and amendments would be required before anything could ·be done. 

After overcoming the legal proscriptions it was finally decided that the. JRSO, 
would surrender its claims to 011 heirs, no matter"how remote their relatiorish 
provided they made themselves known before 1 January 1951. This equitable 
conclusion would give Jewish claimants two years more than was provided by 
the official deadline" Non-Jewish persecutees, whose property the JRSO,," 
could not claim, had no such possibilities. A service charge was to be imposed 
which varied with the value of the property and the claimant's relationship 
to the original owner. The more valuable the property and the more remote" 
the kinship the higher would be the cost. The highest possible assessment for";; 
the assignment of a claim was 40%. If the case had already been completed"" 
10% more was added, but all charges could be reduced to as low as 5% 
where there was evidence of hardship. ' 

As might have been expected, considerable numbers of claimants. totally 
ignored the new deadline and only appeared after it, too, had expired; 
Whether their failure was due to skepticism, apathy, ignorance or factors 
beyond their control was difficult to determine. Their lateness did not diminish 
the ardour of their criticism. Again the JRSO agreed to meet their demands; 
at a slightly increased service charge for the new latecomers. By public an­~ nouncements the second deadline was fixed for 31 December 1951. Never­c..; theless, during 1952 the claims continued to come in. There appeared to be a 

('I never-ending stream of persons whose interest in their assets seemed to arise 
only after the JRSO had successfully concluded the case. With consummate 

oJ - patience the deadline was again extended, this time to 1 January 1953, a date 
more than five years after the law's enactment. The notifications in the press 

~ served as only a slight deterrent to the influx of new claimants. Even duringr 1953, hundreds appeared to demand that assets worth about two million OM 
~,- .. ($576,200) be withheld from general Jewish relief in order to meet their. very 
!-.!. much belated requests. ' 
G) 

Without the timely intervention of the JRSO all of these late claims wouJc;Ic.'1 

have been lost to the former owners forever. The total value of the, ass~.ts 
which JRSO gave to some three thousand late claimants reached fourteen,and ...~ 
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a half million OM ($3,452,450) of which five million ($l,l90,SOO) was in cash. 
It was estimated that an additional three and a half million OM ($833,350) 
more would be surrendered to applicants whose proof of the right of in­
heritance or share in the property was still pending. The Talmud advises: 
"Into the well which supplies thee with water cast no ,stones". This admonition 
went unheeded as far as the equity claimants were concerned..The JRSO 
action was viewed as expropriation "rather than salvation. Tne service ch"arges 
were viewed as discriminatory levies. Vilification took the pla<;e of gratitude. 

Property of the German-Jewish Communities 

In 1933, Germany boasted a Jewish population of six hundred thousand. 
Twenty years later, some twenty thousand remained. Most of those who chose 
to remain in the country of their birth had spent time in a Nazi concentration' 
camp or had been forced to live in terror. The Jives of many had been saved 
by a non-Jewish spouse whose only home was Germany. Just as it was under­
standable that the more hardy souls would refuse to stay in a country haunted 
by nightmares, so it was understandable that many who were old, ill or tired 
of wandering, would decide to finish their lives where they could speak their 
native tongue and not be viewed as foreign refugees. Many of these forlorn 
people lived in the hope that their burden might be eased by restitution or 
indemnification payments. Others re-established themselves in such trades or 
professions os they could. They constituted an over-aged group with unusual 
psychological and social difficulties. They bore the indelible scars of per­
secution. 

In the American Zone the cities of Munich and Frankfurt, with a combined 
post-war Jewish population of about three and a half thousand, contained 
the largest congregations. Berlin, which once housed two hundred thousand 
Jews, now had only seven thousand. The remaining Jews of Germany were 
huddled in small communities with little, if any, communal life. Spiritual and 
moral shepherds to tend this desolate flock were scarce. It was a far cry from 
the proud and wealthy German-Jewish community which had earned the 
respect of the world in the days before Hitler. 

The restitution law envisaged that the property of all Jewish communities and 
organizations, which Nati law had dissolved, would be entrusted to the JRSO 
for distribution. Before the JRSO could be designated as the Jewish successor 
organization it had to establish that its membership was truly representative 
of the Jews, and that it therefore qualified to serve as impartial trustee. The 
newly formed Jewish communities in Germany challenged the scope of JRSO's 
dominion. They identified themselves with their predecessors and felt that 
legally and equitably they were the natural recipients of the former communal 
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property. The JRSO, concerned not merely with the requirements of these 
3% still remaining in Germany, but also with the other 97% which were in­
cluded among the potential JRSO beneficiaries, could not share the. Ge­
meinde view. It felt that it could not surrender the communal property to 
small and often irresponsible groups without consideration for their actual 
social and welfare needs: 

In its attempt to negotiate' this 'problem withtlienew communities thEiJRSO 
began with the premise that wherever there were Jews who wanted a place 
to pray a suitable synagogue should be available to them; wherever a house 
was required in which community members might meet it should be provided; 
and wherever an old-age home was needed it should be established. The 
communities were already receiving welfare aid from the Joint Distribution 
Committee which distributed a share of JRSO funds. Yet, in addition, the JRSO 
felt that cash or income-bearing .property should be made available to the 
communities if it seemed reasonable under the circumstances. 

There was deep resentment among the Gemeinden at the idea of their not 
being allowed to decide for themselves concerning their own needs and what 
could be made available to the general Jewish interest. They were angered 
at the idea of being treated as wards by their brethren from abroad. Lively 
debates ensued and it was not uncommon throughout the Zone to find JRSO 
and Gemeinde representatives .engaged in avid meum et tuum discourse .. 

Gradually settlements began to emerge with most, of the communities. 
Thirteen out of the seventeen larger congregations in the American Zone 
signed binding agreements concerning the division of the property. In some 
cases the new community received all of the former communal property and, 
in addition, as much as 50% of the property which had formerly been owned 
by private foundations or trusts. The value of the assets turned over to the 
communities with which settlement was reached amounted to over three and 
a half million DM ($833,350) as compared with the approximately five mile 
lion DM ($1,190,500) retained by the JRSO for destribution elsewhere. The four 
remaining communities, with a membership of less than 1 % of the pre-war 
German-Jewish population, continued adamant. Although at their request 
mutually acceptable agreements had been drafted, the Gemeinden of Frank­

-
~ furt, Nuernberg and Fuerth failed to sign. Their reluctance was stimulated by 

the fourth community, Augsburg, which led the opposition. 

~' 

oJ In the Bavarian town of Augsburg there now reside less than three dozen
V German Jews. Until recently they excluded from their congregation about 
(I fifty Jews from Poland who had migrated into the Augsburg vicinity. Forty 

1-',_1. Jews live in the surrounding villages. By presenting a statement to the. German 
authorities falsely representing that the JRSO' had agreed, the Augsburg1-:­

(5) 	 community contrived to secure for itself the return of 800,000 DM ($190,480) 

(::..-	 worth of prope~ty which the pre-war Gemeinde of over one thousand, had 
once owned. German courts supported their action. JRSO's attempts to-..~ 
negotiate or arbitrate the problem were completely unavailing. The Augsburg 01 
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communitY obstinately rejected all compromise. In order to discharge its trust, 
the JRSO w~s impelled to challenge the German decisions which served to 
place in jeopardy all previous agreements reached with the Gemeinden. For 
the first time in the five years of its existence, the JRSO was forced to turn to 
the courts to decide an issue between two Jewish groups. The case is now 
pending before the American Court of Restitution Appeals where the final 

,decision lies. 

The irate voice of Augsburg was not alone in Germany. The State Association 
of the Bavarian Jewish Communities joined in full chorus in berating the JRSO. 
The Central Organization of the Jews in Germany challenged the validity of 
the agreements which the JRSO had already amicably concluded with almost 
all of the communities. Small groups of Jews appeared, proclaimed them­
selves a recreated community and demanded their share. Each demanded 
justice for the others, and last but not least, for itself. Justice was synonymous 
with property. As the Jews in Germany 'sought to cut the ground from under 
the successor organization, the JRSO was reminded of Voltaire's dictum 
"Defend me from my friends, I can defend myself from my enemies". 

B'nai B'rith 

Other groups outside of Germany also came forward with claims concerning 
the former' communal or organizational property. One of these was the 
Supreme Lodge of the B'nai B'rith in Washington D. C. which had assisted in 
the early formation of a Jewish successor organization. 

The Supreme Lodge argued that although a successor organization was a 
good idea for other properties the Washington Order rather than the JRSO 
should receive the property of the B'nai B'rith lodges in Germa'ny. The idea 
of a special successor organization for B'nai B'rith properties was rejected 
by the U.S. Government. An internal agreement was reached, however, ac­
cording to which the JRSO would recover the properties, but the proceeds 
would be turned over to the Supreme Lodge. The Lodge, in turn, promised 
to distribute the funds in much the same manner as would be done by the 
JRSO itself, with the greater part being spent for relief work in Israel. 

Pensions 

Former community officials, teachers, rabbis and cantors, who would have 
been entitled to a pension if their Gemeinde had not been destroyed, turned 
to the JRSO for payment. Although it was the Nazi State which had caused 

13 



the loss by destroying .the living community from which pensions could be 

paid, the aged and often desperate claimants sought redress from the suc­

. cessor organization. Despite the strong temptation to yield, the JRSO could 

not consent to using the fragments of Gemeinde property for this purpose. 


It refused to spend Jewish relief funds in order to free the German Government 
of some of its obligations. Instead, the JRSO joined invigorously pressing the 
Federai Republic for-satisfaction. fheBun-d finally agreed to pay. Appropri~te­
pension payments were begun and the JRSO joined a "Claims Conference" 
committee helping to accelerate the pensions program. JRSO's determination,' 
often in the face of harsh criticism, to toke the right path rather than the easy 
path, resulted in a very substantial saving for Jewish charity. 

RESTITUTION TO PRIVATE CLAIMANTS 

The restitution program dealt primarily with the restoration of property to 
the former owners or their heirs. Heirless and unclaimed property constituted 
only a residue. From over sixty countries throughout the world over fifty 
thousand claimants submitted petitions under the U.S. Zonal law for the return 
of their houses and businesses. Although buttressed with personal knowledge 
of the facts', the private claimants, too, encountered the type' of opposition. 
faced by the JRSO. 

The basic postulates on which the law was founded were constantly attacked 
by organized German opposition." The only Jewish organizational voice 
inside Germany to speak for the defense was the JRSO. It served as a con~ 
stant guardian and champion. As amicus curiae it stood by the side of the 
claimant when key principles were decided ,in the Court of Restitution Appeal~.

", .. " The JRSO was accepted in the councils of the legislators when changes in the<c:: f-.," law were being considered. Co-operation between the American authorities 
t···f;' arid the JRSO was exemplary. In major policy addresses the High Commis~ 
(1C~ sioner Mr. McCloy reaffirmed American determination to carry out the letter 

"~""l and spirit of the law. He wa~ned the Germans that failure to comply would 
-':r> be "an omen of future disaster". 

~ In the Contractual Agreement Germany was given no power to weaken the 

("') restitution law. The scheduled addition of German and neutral judges to the 
American appellate court was held in abeyance pending final ratification. of 
the accord. 

By October 1953 official High Commission records showed that over 90% of 
the claims for the return of specific property had been disposed of. This 

14 

restored to the persecutees assets evaluated at over eight hundred million DM 
($190,480,000) as the momentous undertaking neared completion. While 
awaiting the issuance of a new German law providing payments for claims 
against the Reich, nearly 60% of these monetary demands were also brought 

. to judgement. 

It will stand as a tribute to the U.S. Government, the Military Governor, the 
.HighCommissioner, and their staffs, as well as the American eourtsthat·they 
had the foresight and capaeity to adhere to an ideal under adverse cireum­
stanees. 

The intangible aid whieh the JRSO gave to the private claimants by its 
presence and vigilance in Germany has been perhaps its most valuable 
aehievement. It served, in the words of the Presiding Justiee of the Restitution 
Court, as "the mainspring of restitution" in helping to drive the program 
forward. 

The legal Aid Department 

In London the Council for the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Jews 
from Germany sponsored a United Restitution Offiee to assist private 
claimants who could not afford to retain eounsel. The neeessary funds were 
advanced by the Joint Distribution Committee, the Jewish Ageney - operating 
agents of the JRSO - and the Central British Fund, one of England's foremost 
Jewish charities. The URO efforts to establish offices in the U.S. Zone were 
unavailing, as the American authorities felt that the function envisaged could 
be performed by the JRSO. At the end of 1948 a Legal Aid Deportment was, 
therefore, established by the JRSO to wo,k in collaboration with the URO 
offices abroad in providing legal services to indigent doimants. After the 
department was organized, it was allowed almost eompletely independent' 
management in order to avoid any confliet of interest between JRSO elaims 
and the rights of the private clients. 

.By 1953 the LAD Jewish supervisors were actively servicing the claims of 
almost five thousand needy perseeutees in Israel, England, the U.S. and other 
countries. Over four thousand five hundred cases were settled bringing the 

. clients cash or property worth DM 27,300,000 ($6,500,130). Charging only a 
modest 5% fee, this department was able to eover its own DM expenditures 
and leave a slight reserve to help support legal aid in the other zones. 

Without the Legal Aid Department, thousands of persecutees might have been 
forced to abandon their elaims for laek of funds. Instead, the department 
enabled the elaimants to help themselves, provided eompetent professional 
services at a minimum cost, and served as an exeellent illustration of social 
work at its best. 

15 



CASH RECEIVED BY THE JRSO 

GLOBAL 

SETTlEMENTS 

62,1% 

24,9% 

3,3% 

CASH DISTRIBUTED BY THE JRSO 

. 26,4% 
JAFP 

56% 

IN 

2,9% 

E 
H 
(l 

VJ "~L
)J !-J. ,..... ,..,.,,J \_; 

c' 
-...1 

-.1 

16 

~ 

HOW THE JRSO MONEY WAS USED 

The Total of JRSO Recoveries 

The astvte observer will have noted that the JRSO till was fed from several 
. sources and in several forms. Cash came from conclusion of settlements, 

globa.lpayments by the States-and the sale of properties. Other assets include.d 
accounts receivable, properties on hand and claims which the JRSO ceded 
for equitable reasons to former Jewish owners, communities or associations. 
By September 19~ the amicable settlement of claims produced 16,970,000 OM 
($4,040,600). The bulk assignment to the States added 42,302,000 OM 
($10,071,600) and 6,635,000 OM ($1,578,600) was. earned from the sale of 
restituted properties. Since many of the debtors paid only in instalments, the 
cash received, including' some small miscellaneous payments, totalled 
68,102,000 OM ($16,214,610) with an additional balance of 4,929,000 OM 
($1,172,500) payable over the next few years. By adding non-liquid assets 
such as the estimated value of properties on hand and properties and claims. 
which were given away to equitable claimants, the grand total of the JRSO 

. worth from all sources after five years would amount to ninety-one million OM 
($21,667,100). This, is the monetary measure of JRSO's success thus for. 
Presumably, almost all of this would have been lost to Jewish relief had no 
successor organization been created. 

Taxation and Transfer Problems 

Before JRSO funds could be put to effective use there were two maior 
problems demanding solution. By virtue of a German law designed to 
equalize the burdens of the war, property owners were. subjected to a tax 
amounting, over a number of years, to almost half the value of the property. 
If JRSO assets were subjected to this levy, the result would be that the German 
Government and its citizens would reap the benefit of a goodly share of the 
heirless Jewish property. The injustice of taxingjhe victims to ease the burdens 
of the aggressors was not readily apparent to either the Allied or the German 
Governments. After months of persistent negotiation and persuasion by the 
JRSO, the occupying powers, led by the U.S., finally agreed that the successor 

.. organizations should be exempt from the tax. 

The other major problem concerned the transfer of JRSO assets. Although 
the' OM recoveries could be used for charitable purposes inside Germany 
there was no way of sending the funds abroad. In order to maintain the' 
stability of the German exchange the Allied authorities decreed that German 
marks belonging to foreign owners would have to remain frozen in Germany 
with all transfer possibilities blocked. Eventually a Schacht-like modification 
was found. These blocked marks, which included all restitution recoveries, 
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could be sold abroad at a free market rate, but the buyer could only use 
them to invest in certain industries in Germany. Such a conversion required 
the seller to accept a discount which, until recently, fluctuated between 30% 
and 50% of the official rate. The net result was that Jews abroad who were 
in need of funds, were permitted to sell their r~stitution marks, but were forced 
thereby to suffer a very substantial loss. The gain went back into the German 
economy. With one hand it was given; with the other it was taken away.. 

The JRSb refused to permit the value of its limited resources to be d~pleted 
either by German taxation or inequitable German transfer schemes. Attempts 
to have its recoveries converted into foreign exchange at the official rate 
were rejected, but a compromise solution was reached. A special license was 
issued, authorizing the JRSO to buy goods in Germany which .could be ex­
ported for relief purposes abroad. This privilege, limited to twenty mil­

. lion DM ($5162,000) per year for successor organizations in all three zones, 
was obtained only after protracted bargaining with the German and the 
Allied Governments. The rebuilding of Germany was beginning to appear 
more important than the rehabilitation of its victims. 

Recently, by a complicated transaction involving the purchase of surplus 
cruzeiros in Germany and goods in Brazil, a limited cash transfer at less than 
a 100/0 discount from the official rate of exchange has been evolved by. 
the JRSO. 

CASH RECEIVED BY JRSO ANNUAllY 
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Grants to the Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Where the number of needy beneficiaries is large and the resources for dis­
bursement limited, the dilemma for the trustee is great. The combined wisdom 
of the JRSO Board of Directors determined the use to which the limited JRSO 
recoveries would be put. No distribution could be made without their specific 
instructions, which were forthcoming only after careful· arid often impassioned 
consideration. . 

During the first five years, the Jewish Agency was authorized grants of 
36,850,000 DM ($8,774,000) plus an additional sum of three hundred thousand 
DM ($71,430) and a loan of o,ne million DM ($238,100). This total of 
38,157,190 DM ($9,083,500) was to be used for relief purposes in Israel. Where 
does charity begin ina new country, impoverished and at war, and flooded 
with the destitute? 

The advice of Maimonides set the pattern for the Jewish Agency: 
"Anticipate charity by preventing poverty; assist the reduced 
fellowman so that he may earn an honest livelihood, and not be 
forced to the dreadful alternative of holding out his hand. This 
is the highest step and the summit of charity's golden ladder". 

The first thirteen million DM ($3,095,300) which the Jewish Agency received 
from the JRSO bought German prefabricated houses which were rushed to 
provide shelter to refugees crowding the tent-camps of new immigrants in 
Israel. The rest was earmarked for the imposing project of helping to make 
Israel a better and safer home for all. Agricultural machinery and tools, 
fertilizers, insecticides, chemicals, irrigation pipes, pumps, construction equip­
ment and metals, moved in a slow stream to the hungry new settlements. 
Every crate helped ease the staggering burden of Israel's budget. 

Small minds which equate ,charity with a dole were not restrained from 
criticizing this almost invisible form of relief. Yet, after five years, there is 
the satisfaction of knowing that most of the heirless assets recovered by the 
JRSO have gone to the new Jewish State. Hidden in the soil and over the 
face of Israel JRSO funds have, in small measure, helped provide a better 
haven for the persecuted. ' 

Grants to the .American Joint Distribution 

Committee 


In the thirty-nine years of its existence theAJDC has earned the respect and 
gratitude of Jews all over the world. During the Hitler years it was the 
"Joint" which 'led the heroic operations rescuing Jews from the Nazi claws. 
In Europe, China, Japan, latin America, North Africa and the Philipines, 
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wherever Jews were forced to flee, the helping hand of the JOC wa's there 
to comfort them. In theO. P. camps of post-war Germany it was the JOC 
which led the way with relief shipments of food, clothing and medicines. From 
1933 to 1952, with funds collected by the United Jewish Appeal in the United 
States, the "Joint"spent over' thirty-six and a half million dollars on behalf 
of German Jews alone. Many millions more aided refugees from other Nazi 
occupied countries. 

It was therefore highly appropriate that this experienced, international wele 

fare agency should be entrusted with the disbursement of part of the JRSO 
funds. By October 1953, over eighteen million OM ($4,285,800) were allocated 
for distribution by the JOe. 

Part of the money was immediately applied to meeting some of the relief 
needs of the Jews still in Germany. Grants to the aged and the sick supple­
mented appropriations to the new German Jewish communities. "Hard­
core" medical cases and refugees from the Eastern Zone were given care 
and assistance. All but one of the OP camps were vacated as Jewish perse­
cutees were absorbed in the German economy or helped to find shelter in 
other lands. In the remaining camp, at Foehrenwald near Munich, JOC con­
tinued its spiritual, financial, medical and moral assistance to remind the 
unhappy inhabitants that they were not forgotten. Part of the JRSO funds 
helped the JOC meet some of these expenses. The larger part was earmarked 
for even more urgent JOC needs. 

In Israel hundreds of active tubercular patients. waited for hospital beds. The 
JOC, co-operating with the State medical authorities, erected a large hospital 
to help alleviate the critical shortage. JRSO funds in Germany contributed to 
the purchase of needed medical supplies, instruments, X-ray machines. and 
other essential equipment. 

Both .the JOC and the Jewish Agency advanced JRSO funds to help finance 
the successor organizations in the British and French Zones. They contributed 
JRSO marks to the United Restitution Offices and the Claims Conference 
in support of efforts to procure enhanced restitution and indemnification 
benefits for all of Hitler's victims. . 

The JRSO's grants constituted but a small fraction of a large AJOC budget, 

~ 
E sufficient to satisfy only the most critical Jewish. needs. The modest JRSO 

contribution, like all true charity, unmarked and unheralded, helped to ease 
the burden. 

!-- •.--VI Grants to Equity Claimants
:-,.0..tJ ::) It has already been seen that some three thousand private claimants who (1 .'" ...~\ 

missed the deadline for filing restitution petitions received funds and the assign­
ment of rights from the JRSO. These assets, which included cash, property and 

Uii claims, were valued at fourteen and a half million OM ($3,452,400) and con­
stituted 16% of the total JRSO recoveries. 
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The German-Jewish Communities ~ 

I 
~ 

The thirteen Gemeinden which reached agreements with the JRSO received 

. assets worth 3,760,000 OM ($895,300), of which 410,000 OM ($97,620) was in' 

cash. This did not include cidditionol amounts which were provided from 

JRSO funds by the AJOe. The amount these Gemeinden received was 44% of
~•. ':,. 

the value of property form!'!r1y: owned not merely by their predecessor com­I• 

I 
i%: munitles, but by local foundations and trusts as well. It constituted 4% of the 


. total which the JRSO recovered from all sources including the heirless property 

formerly owned by private persons throughout the zone. These funds and 

buildings allocated to the new Jewish communities served as the foundation 


~ for the carrying out of their Jewish community life. 

I 
i Other Organizations 
~ 
~ 

Reference has also been made to a settlement with the B'nai B'rith according 

I
m 

to which JRSO recoveries from B'nai B'rith lodges in Germany would go to 

}: the Washington Supreme lodge. To date 441,000 OM ($105,000) has been 


transferred to the Supreme lodge, to be used for welfare purposes. About
~ 
eight hundred thousand OM ($190,500) more is held in trust in the form of cashi 
or the estimated value of properties pending sale. 

~ 
I 
~. A small grant was made to the Jewish Blind Society of london for the care 

of blind refugees in England. An allocation· recently approved by' the 

Wi Executive Committee would grant two hundred thousand dollars to "Help & 
1 Reconstruction", a philanthropic organization aiding refugees in the U.S.; These funds, which have not yet been paid out, would go toward the can. 
'w struction and maintenance of a Jewish old-age home for indigent victims of~ 

Nazi persecution. . 

~ 
I 
'Ii 

i The Cost of JRSO's Administration 

i There is an ancient adage that a lawyer is a learned gentleman who rescues 
your estate from your enemies and keeps it for himself. The JRSO was 

~ 

I 
" it . essentially a law firm; albeit on a rather extensive scale. To what extent were 

heirless Jewish assets consumed in the complicated and difficult process of 
acquiring them? f 

l
li' 

At its peak, the JRSO required a staff of about three hundred and thirty 
persons, several of whom were brought from Israel, England, France and the 
U.S. Today its staff, not counting the Berlin office, which will be treated as a


! separate subject, number 68. The eleven regional offices throughout the Zone 

have now been reduced to four, including a small liaison office in Bonn.~ 

~ 
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Despite the magnitude and complexify of its operations, and its insistence on 
high caliber personnel, the JRSO has cost surprisingly little. Office space in 
requisitioned premises, furnishings and office equipment were, after negotia­
tion, provided without charge by the U.S. Army. There were times when the 
withdrawal of this logistic support seemed imminent. Army authorities were 
not always quick to grasp the relationship between the Military Forces and the 
Jewish successor organization. There were times when eviction notices were 

'posted, telephones were removed' and the JRSO firmly cavilled that support 
would be promptly terminated. Nevertheless, through the good offices of 
the State Department and the High Commission, this important aid in 
furtherance of a Military Government objective was continued, thereby result­
ing in substantial savings to the JRSO. 

While it had its largest staff, almost all JRSO expenses were covered by 
occupation funds advanced by Military Government. In 1952 the High Com­
missioner was persuaded that the expenses incurred in locating and retrieving 
looted property were legitimate charges which Germany, rather than its 
victims, should bear. The "Ioan", which by that time amounted to over three 
million DM ($714,300), was cancelled. 

After five years of intensive work the total amount that the JRSO spent 
from heirless Jewish assets for its administration was 3,328,000 DM 
($791 ,500) or 3.7% of the total assets recovered. It should be noted that for 

. administrative expenses incurred on behalf of private equity claimants and 
others, the JRSO received reimbursement of 2,079,000 DM ($592,900) which, 
if deducted from the administrative expenses, would result in a net expenditure 
from JRSO assets of only 1.30/0. Even if all dollar expenditures were added to 
the administrative costs, the amount spent by the JRSO after five years would 
be less than 40/0, of its total recoveries. 

PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE 

<t BerlinH 
() The wrath of Allied devastation fell on the City of Berl.in. What was not 

destroyed was dismantled, as the former German capital was quartered and 
,.~," 

(\J 
\}J- divided among the four conquering armies. In the subsequent tension between 

t-.~ East and West, Berlin was trapped in the middle. She was again torn apart, 
en and the two pieces welded to the opposing sides. Different city govern­
c..:::' ments, different economic systems, different currencies and different alliances 
co faced each other across the Brandenburger Tor. Surrounded on all sides by 
~ Soviet-dominated territory, West Berlin's two million inhabitants were 

squeezed inan economic vise. A hundred-mile-Iong ribbon of concrete· served 

!( 	 as Berlin's lifeline from the West. When this artery was severed by the 

I 
! 
~ Russians in 1948, only an emergency bridge of Allied planes could keep Berlin 

economically alive. Without help from the West, Berlin could not survive. 
This was not a setting particularly conducive to the restitution of heirless 
property. 

• 
~. Despite its internal problems, almost two years after the U.S. Zonal law was 
~ .passed, a restitution low for ·011 of West Berlin was also enacted. Eventually
i the JRSO was designated as the Jewish successor organization for all three 

I sectors. In the British and French sectors, it acted as agent for the successor 

i .organizations of the other zones, 

l In the days before Hitler"one-third of Germany's Jews called Berlin their home. 
l During the Nazi terror thousands more sought refuge or hiding places in the 
~ capital city. The long lists of Jewish families deported to the gas chambers 
f and crematoria of the East gave clues that much of the Jewish property could 

I 
~ 

never be claimed because the owners could never be found. 

I 
~ 
~. After JRSO petitions were sorted and sifted it appeared that fifteen thousand' 

pieces of real estate and an equal number of businesses in West Berlin were 
heirless or unclaimed by former owners. It soon became apparent, however, t that these claims could not be quickly settled.· The economic and political 

~ 
~. 	 uncertainties destroyed almost all willingness or ability on the port of the 

restitutor to make any substantia.1 financial payments. No one was preparedi 
to invest large sums in buying Berlin's real estate. i 

£ 
Th 	 The JRSO designed a two-pronged attack to overcome these obstacles. Some 

of the most experienced and capable members of the JRSO stoff in the 
American Zone were sent to Berlin to give impetus to the Berlin effort, Two 
.offices with a staff which reached 84 persons pressed the claims forward with 
vigor and every possible speed, Despite strenuous efforts there was no hope, 

, however, of an early conclusion of restitution in Berlin by such means. 
i 

I 
~ The JRSO, therefore; initiated bulk settlement negotiations along the lines of 

the settlements proposed and concluded with three of the four States 'in the 
U.S. Zone, These negotiations found the sympathetic ear of Berlin's Socialist 
Mayor, Ernst Reuter, They encountered, however, the jaundiced eye of the 
Finance Senator whose empty purse served' to dampen whatever enthusiasm 
might otherwise have existed. For over half a year the JRSO diligently pursued 

I 
f its objective. The U.S. Government was persuaded to support the bulk settle-, 

ment proposal, according to the terms of which Berlin was to pay almost 
seventy-five million DM ($17,857,500) which the JRSO would reinvest by buying 
Berlin's exportable goods. At the end of September 1953 the discussions 
seemed to be reaching a peak. They were, however, interrupted by the uno, 

~ timely and tragic death of the Berlin Mayor who hod been JRSO's strongest 
supporter. Negotiations have not Yet been resumed with the newly appointed 
Buergermeister,I

I
I 
~ 
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The individual settlements made' by the JRSO in Berlin thus far brought total 
recoveries of 6,358,000 DM ($1,512,900), of which 1,720,000 DM ($410,500) was 

,in cash and 4,638,000 DM ($1,102,400) in accounts receivable or the value of 
restituted properties. About half of these recoveries are earmarked for the 
partner successor organizations in the French and British Zones. 

The indications were that, barring a maior political change, the rate of 
recovery in Berlin c;ould not be accelerated and, on the contrary, would in all 
probability substantially decrease. ' 

Despite the democratic attitude of Berlin's papulation, little affection appears 
for the restitution program. Berlin's German courts have shawn a tendency 
to follow the precedents least favorable to the claimants. These courts are 
subject only to the judicial review of ,a newly created international tribunal 
where a neutral judge presides, and German judges vate in equal number 
with the cambined representatives of the three occupation Governments. The 
major legal issues have not yet been finally decided in Berlin and the future 
af restitution depends, to a large extent, upon the judgements of the. new 
High Court. 

Bulk settlement hapes have not been abandoned but the prospects at the end 
of 1.953 do not appear particularly promising. Should a bulk settlement in 
Berlin prove impossible ,the restitution af heirless property in that city will 
continue far many years to come. 

Claims Against the Reich 

By discriminatory taxes, levies and edicts, the Nazi Reich systematically 
divested its Jewish citizens of their funds and movable possessions. One' 
decree alone imposed a collective fine of one billion marks on the German 
Jews. Bank accounts were, under guise of law, seized by the Reich, and 
Jewish-owned stocks and bonds were confiscated and sold to enrich the Nazi 
treasury. Government pawnshops were directed ta collect all jewels and, 

, precious metals held by Jews. Under fear of imprisonment the Jewish subjects 
come, carrying their table silver, their candlesticks and their family heirlooms E ta drop them inta a scale where they were weighed and traded against a 

<..-1 worthless receipt. 
(i 

For all of these losses the German Government has so fa~ paid nothing. The' 
...... ~ 

stolen property can no longer be found. Most claimants and their lawyers 
L, ........ 


therefore assumed that this was not the type of identifiable property which \)J 'en 
could be restared under the Military Government restitution laws, and, they ~~ therefore did not bother to submit a claim. Instead, they submitted petitions ('l~ under the German indemnification laws. The Am'erican appellate tribunal, 

~ decided, however, that such assets were identifiable at the time of taking, 
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a~d therefore. a restitution judgement could be issued' against the Reich 
directing it to'replace the property or to provide the monetary equivalent. The 
indemnification authorities accordingly declared thot claims submitted under 
their laws were invalid. The vast majority of Jewish claimants found fhem­
selves sitting between two chaiis. " 

The JRSO had cautiously filed monetary claims against the Reich und.J!r the 
restitution law. About sixty thousand valid JRSO petitions having a nominal 
value of about one hundred and seventy-five million OM ($4.1,668,000) were 
submitted., Many of these demands, however, covered the claims of those 
Jews who had simply not known under which law to apply. The JRSO 
regarded such claims as properly belonging to the private claimants. 

When Germany agreed to make payments on these judgements against the 
Reich, it limited its liability to 1.5 billion DM ($357,150,000), payable over a ten 
year period. Whether this would satisfy all the claims filed or whether there 
would have to be apportionment among the claimants, including the JRSO, 
was not known. These were some of the major legal. and equitable problems, 
which would have t9 bede!Jlt within trying to provide a measure of iustice to 
some of those whom the Reich had plundered. ' 

The 'JRSO, acting in close co-operation with the other successor organizations 
tis well as representatives of the private claimants, has just begun to deal with 
this difficult complex. It constitutes an untapped well, requiring careful ex­
ploration; patience and d'iligence. To make this source produCtive, remains 
one of JRSO'smain problems for the immediate future. 

Indemnificatian Claims 

In November 1938 ,the Gestapo carefully planned violent pogroms againSt 
the Jews of Germany. In the City of Nuernberg Gauleiter Streiche'r led a 
mab to the' Jewish synagogue and personally supervised its demolition. As 
the tremendous Star of David came off the cupola Nazi hoodlums ignited the 
structure which burned to the cheers of the German crowd. ,Throughout Ger­
many, Jewish houses of prayer were put to the torch, Jewish shops were 
smashed and plundered and aged Jews were dragged into the streets by their 
beards for ridicule and abuse. 

. By virtue of the newly-enacted Federal Indemnification law and its American 
Zonal precursor, the JRSO was entitled to receive compensation for this' 
deliberate Nazi destruction of the Jewish synagogues: By an exchange of 
letters the Federal Government limited its liability to ,all successor organiza­
tions to·.an amount not exceeding forty miliionDM ($9,524;000). It is highly 
probable that before offering any payment the German Government will 
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demand minufeproof of the losses sustained.-.The evidence lies among the 
cinders. The -JRSO' has been slowly gathering appraisals of the value of the 
furnishings which the Jewish synagogues contained. iii also has claimed indem­
nity for a limited number of destroyed .shops whose Jewish owners have dis­
.appeared. 

Payment of such claim~~ has last priority under the Indemnification Law. 
Negotiations witli the Fi:ideral and State Governments on the settlement of aU 
these claims have been initiated but more vigorous efforts will be required 
before results can be anticipated. The authorities of Berlin were prepared to 
offer the successor organizations eight million OM ($1,904;800) for such claims, 
but so many conditions and strings were attached that the offer in its terms 
and in its amount was not acceptable. After five years, JRSO's indemnification 
claims still remain as unsolved problems for the future. 

The Problem of Jewish Cemeteries in Germany 

One of the most perplexing and disheartening of the JRSO's unsolved 
problems concerns the Jewish cemeteries in Germany. Even the burial grounds 
were confiscated by the German Government. . Nazi vandals smashed the 
tombstones and viciously desecrated the graves. Not satisfied to torture and 
destroy the living, even the dead were given no rest. 

After the war, Military Government enforced the restoration of almost all 
of the desecrated Jewish burial grounds. With the Jews gone and no Jewish 
communities nearby, most of the cemeteries soon fell into disrepair. Weeds 
were uncut, fences went unmended, arid the untended plots soon became the 
playgrounds of German children. New desecrations were not uncommon. 

The JRSO viewed the problemas a threefold one:. restoration to respectable 
condition was the first objective, followed by perpetual maintenance and 
permanent Jewish supervision. A committee, representing the JRSO, the Jewish 
Trust. Corporation, and the Jewish communities. took up the matter with the 

1--'''"~ Federal Government which was asked to appropriate the necessary funds. 
1-.... Long investigations were made concerning the condition of the nearly two ~ en thousand Jewish cemeteries in West Germany. By 1952 the Bund was pre­
c.:....~r pared 	to provide one hundred thousand OM ($23;800) for restoration pur­
CO- poses. In 1953 this was increased to th~ still inadequate sum of two hundred 

\J.:l tv thousand OM ($57,600). The larger problem of permanent care was unresolved. 
The Federal Government insisted that it was a liability of the States, and the ~ States replied with equal fervor that it was a liability of the Bund. This debate 
between the two German groups has been going on for over a year and has, 
thus far, enabled them both to evade their obligations. In the meanwhile, 
the JRSO has been providing essential minimum services on a temporary basis. 
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I The newly-formed Jewish commuriities in Germany constitute the only available' 

I 

group which can be entrusted with the. permanent supervision of Jewish 
cemeteries. The German Government, which was responsible .for destroying 
the living communities which maintained these hallowed resting places, should 
pear whatever financial burden may be involved. The internal squabble con­
cerning division of cost ~etween Bund and Laender should not be allowed to 
perpetuate the current shameless state of affairs.', The. JRSO is vigorously 
pfessingthe Federal and Stote 'Governmenfsfor a solution which will eliminate 

t 
these reminders of Nazi degradation. Despite German exp~essions of sym­
pathy' and concern, a satisfactory solution to. the cemeteries problem is not 
yet in sight. 

f 

Residual Problems 

The most weighty matters sink as sediment to the bottom of the barrel. In 
disposing of many thousands of legal claims it is unavoidable that a substantial 
number will require some leg'al action befor~ the file can be closed. Investiga­l tions, clarification of ambiguities, procurement of legal documents, probate

£ of wills, certificates of inheritance and time-consuming litigation of all sorts i 	 continue to require the service' of the JRSO staff. In the State of Wuerttem­
berg-Bade'';; where no bulk settlement was possible, many claims against 
restitutors have not yet been settled. Collection of ·instalment payments and 
final accounting problems with the State Governments may take years. The 
JRSO restitution house cannot be tidied by a quick sweep ofa vigorous broom. 
Much tedious and technical work remains which only time and patience con 
eliminate. 

The differences between the JRSO and the existing and arising new Jewish 
communities in Germany is a vexatious problem the settlement of which may 

I 
. depend upon the outcome of pending court decisions. Complicated German 
laws governing compensation for war-caused damage may provide' a new 
source of recoVery for the JRSO. Whether the' successor organizations 
manage to have themselves included among the eligible beneficiaries is not 
yet dear. 

Administrative problems of retrenchment are other matters of concern in an 
organization which has already lasted longer thon anticipated. Major reduc­

J: 	 tions have already taken. place, but residual staff will be requ ired for a con­

I 
I siderable time before the JRSO can completely disappear from the German 

scene. 

i 
~ 

I
l 	
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

It is riot the going out of port but the coming-in that determines the success· 
of a voyage..We have seen that after five years the restitution program in the 
U.S. Zone of Germany borders on completion. The aspirations of its sponsors 
have been satisfied. The JRSO served as a bulwark against the almost con­
stant attempts to undermine the restitution· objectives, but the laurels go to 

· the U:S. G6vEminienf whic:nenacted the law and'to the Jewish organizations 
which joined in insisting upon its fulfilment. It is a tragic commentary that the 
individual Germans concerned failed to grasp the moral urgency of voluntarily 
re.instating the dispossessed. 

Assets valued at over eight hundred million DM ($190,480,000) have been 
restored to about fifty thousand persecutees, and ninety-one million DM 

· ($21,667,700) more, including 68,102,000 DM ($16,214,600) in cash, have been 
retrieved by the JRSO as heirless or unclaimed. Plundered Jewish books, 
pointings and ritual objects, remnants of a decimated Jewish culture, were 
salvaged. 

We have scanned some of the difficulties in discovering and claiming the 
heirless property and have witnessed the disillusionment in attempts to reach 
amicable settlements with the restitutors. The bulk agreements with the States 
spurred the rate of recovery and spared the JRSO the tedious and unhappy 
process of piecemeal litigation. Jews who had forfeited their rights to restitu­
tion found themselves reinstated to assets worth fourteen and a half million DM 
($3,452,500). As a result of JRSO vigilance thousands of indigent claimants 
received legal aid helping them recover cash or properties totalling twenty­
seven million DM ($7,428,700). 

JRSO grants of thirty-eight million DM ($9,047,800) to the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine bought prefabricated houses to.shelter homeless refugees and aided 
Israel's reconstruction. Eighteen million DM ($4,285,800) given to the American 
Joint Distribution Committee, provided funds for relief work in Germany and 
for the purchase of essential medical equipment. Other grants were made on 
behalf of the needy, the blind and the aged. 

· Although the restitution journey nears its end, a number of perplexing problems 
still remain. The recovery of property in Berlin has been retarded by political S 
and economic circumstances. Sizeable claims against the Reich still await ad­. rA • 

(I 
t1 judication and legislation by the Federal Republic; . Indemnification for the 

t--,.~ burning of Jewish synagogues has not yet been made and no satisfactory(,-., arrangement has been found for the perpetual care and maintenance of - <.:.:. abandoned Jewish cemeteries in Germany. The growth, needs and demands Ui 
V) of the new Jewish communities in Germany pose difficult questions to which ~ (;) no clear answers are in sight. 

All of these problems may find their solution as the German Gov.ernment 
moves further along the road of recompense for past German injustices. As 
for as the restitution of identifiable property was concerned, there was un­
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fortunately no. evidence of general German eagerness, or even willingnes;, to 
divest itself of thli! ill-gotten spoils which it possessed. Perhaps this test was too 
severe or came too soon. Perhaps other parts of the restitution panorama will, 
in the future, be completed with less reluctance and more· enthusiasm. The· 
German promise to Israel and the improved legislation forpersecutees were­
encouraging steps in the right direction. These obligations will toke years to 
fulfill, and for the Jewish side itwill be a time of a~xious waiting. 

A reconstructed Germany has been accepted as a necessary ally by freedom­
loving notions. Those who were conquerors have now become defenders of 
German soil. German armies may soon be marching again as the Western 
Powers are prepared to gamble that a morally and politically reborn Deutsch­
land will make a faithful partner. What the new Germany does in the field 
of redress for Nazi wrongs may give the due to the workings of the German· 
mind and heart. In the months and years to come it will bear dose watching, 

"Bow, stubborn knees; and heart with strings of steel, 

Be soft as sinews of the new-born babe! 
All moy be well 

The King kneels". 

* * 
* 
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