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HEADQUARTERS 
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGi..NIZATION 

b. P 0 696A 	 U. S. hRMY 

Scope of the Report 

This inithl report is intended to presentll cOrlprehensive picture 
of the present status of operntionsand problens affecting the 
restitution of heirless and unclaimed Jewish property in the U.S. 

iZone of Germany. It has boencompiled in consultation with Dr. . 

Meinhold Nussbnum, Dr. George Weis and Mr. Saul Kngan, Ilnd the 

progress indic:1ted herein represents the results of their combined 

efforts. 


The oEeration of Military Governl!lent law No. 59 

On Novenbf.'r 10, 1947 the Office of Military GoverIlJ!lent for Germny 
(U.S.) (omus) promulgated law No. 59 providing for the restitution 
of identifinble property acquired after January 30th, 1933 in ; 
transactions where the owner was under duress becn.use of his rrice, 
religion, mtionnlity or opposition to Nattonnl Socialism. Claims 
for such property nust be filodbefore December 31, 1948 in 
accordllnce with Il prescribed petition sotting forth in detail all 
of the circUI:lStnnces of the transfer. ,Approximately 15,000 such 
chims have been filed to date • Pers.ons in possession of property 
wrongfully acquired were ordered, to submit a dErt..:tiled report before 
May 15, (lnter extended to August 15) 1948, describing the 
circumstances surrounding such acquisition. Over 50;000 such reports 
ha ve been filed viith ,the Central Filing Agency. 

The act'lill cv.rrying out of the law has boendelegated to the 

German Minister Presidents of'each of the 4 states (or laender) 

of the U.S. Zone, under the supervision of the Property Division 

of OMGUS. The laender have Ilccordingly established 20 

Restitution Agencies throughout the zone whofje min function is 

to effect amicable settlenents. Such settlenents have already 

beennnde in a smnll number of casos., The orgrmization of these 

Restitution Agencies vnries in each Land, and if thoy cannot bring 

about a settlement they are required to submit each case to a 

Restitution Chamber of the local district court for 

adjudication. If there has been any violation of the lnw appellls 


, my be taken to a higher German court and finally to an l..rnerican 
Board of Review which will be est.c'1.blished in Nuernberg. 

, ' 

At the end of June 1948 the JRSO was appointed as the Successor 

Organization authorized under the law to clnir.i heirless or 

unclnimed property which formerly belonged to Jewish individuals 

or organizations. .At the beginning of J..ugust the aetu..'1.l operntions 

of the JRSO in Germany were begun. 


Qperation of the JRSOin Germany 

It should be noted at the outset thnt a very special vote of 

thanks iSo\'1ed to Mr. Joel H. Fishor, Geneml Counsel of the 

aJDC, for his outstnnding contribution in actually getting the 

JRSO operntions established and started in Germany. Reference 

should be mde to his reports dated AUGust 22 and 29 to Dr. Joseph

J. 	Schwartz eiving details, of his activities. .' 
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(A) qrganizationt 

Responsibility for JRSO operations is vested in the Director General 
and two Deputies; one designated by the Jevlish Aeency for Palestine 
a~d one designated by the .~DC. 

(B) Administ~~~i~~~ 

There are at present 6 Allied (U.S., British, and Palestinian) and 
38 indigenous (German, Stateless and Displaced) persons employed by 
the JRSO.' The full-time staff will probably include 10 Allied and 
60 indigenous employees when it is completely organized. Mr. Eugene 
Klein, Administrative Officer, has been put in charge of the administra.­
tion or all offices. . 

Allied personnel receive the same privileges concerning housing, PX, 
Commissary, etc. as similar employees of Military Government. Travel 
by rail or plane inside Germany is at Government expense. All indigen­
ous personnel receive the privileges of similar Hilitary Government 
employees and are paid from a grant ofDM 50.000 made to the JRSO from 
German funds by Hilitary Government. Although it will be increasingly 
difficult, efforts will be made to have additional sums allocated frOm 
the German economy to help cover JRSOt s German payroll as soon as the 
initial DM 50.000 have been expended. 

JRSO in Germany vlill consist of a Headquarters and 5 Regional Offices. 
In Nuernberg a small building has been furnished and assigned by the 
Commanding General of the area as headquarters for the JRSO. Eight 
telephones and thirty type'Wr1ters have been installed. All furniture, . 
building maintenance and office space will be provided to the JRSO . 
without cost. Similarly satisfactory arrangements have been made for 
our regional offices in Frankfurt, Munich,Stuttgart and Mannheim. It. 
is anticipated th~t an office \,Ii~l also be opened in Kal?sel by the 
middle of October. '~hese offices will cover the entire U.S. Zone. 
Two vehicles and drivers have been'assigned by the army for our Nuern-. 
berg Headquarters, two for the Frankfurt Regional Office, and one for 
the Stuttcrart office. Efforts are being made to' increase this allot­
ment and to obtain similar allocations everywhere. These vehicles 
and drivers are provided at no expense to the JRSO. 

Rather than requiring the JRSO to buy l-Iarks at the U.S. Finance Offioe 
for 30¢ per Mark a license was procured by Mr. Fisher for the JRSO to' . 
borrow DM 300.000 from a Ge~an bank arid to use these Marks to pay far 
essential goods and services in Germany. This loan would have to be 
repaid before June 30,,1949 from Marks acquired through restitution. 
A recent amendment extended the repayment date to October 31,1949. 
Pursuant to this license DM 50.000 were borrowed from a German bank 
at the most favorable rate of interest prevaili:ng. Further loans will 
be made as the need arises and 'When the proper authorizations are re­
ceived from the Board of Directors in New York. 

Mr, Henry Joel, Head AoClountant in Germany for the firm of Loeb and' 
Troper has, "lhile on temporary loa.n from the AJDC, supcPVised the es­
tablishment of anaceounting system for the JRSO and its regional 
offices. Initial expenditures have been kept to a minimum and a budget 
based on actual operating cost will be prepared in the near future. 
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The technical and administrative problems involved in getting a new 
organization 'With many branched operating smoothly in Germany can 
hardly be overemphasized•. The JRSO has been exceedingly success- . 
ful thus far~ but the day to day problems of receiving adequate recog­
nition and support everY'Where are still persistent, harassing and 
time consuming. 

(c) E.Rnctional: 

The. functional operations of the JRSO. are guided by a three man Plans 
and Operations Board. Dr. Nussbaum, a director, is primarily con­
cerned 'With JRSO relations with the Je'Wish communities and problems 
of German law; Dr. Heis primarily supervises the field operations of 
the regional offices; 'Whereas Mr. Kagan is primarily concerned with 
problems of finance and the relationship of the regional offices to 
Military Government agencies. . . . 

The present functional operations of the JRSO consist of the. filing 
of claims on the basis of information already accumulated, and the 

. procurement of additional information on Yhich to base further claims. 

1. The Filing of Clairru! 

The Property Division of OMGUS has arranged to release to JRSO copies 
of more than 50.000 reports which persons in possession of "duress 
property" were req';1.ired to file 'With the Central Filing Agency. Un­
fortuna tely, no cross-index has been prepared by the Filing Agency to 
show "'hich of the properties reported as acquired under. dUress ha~ 
actually Been claimed•... The only certain 'Way to proteot the rights of 
the JRSO, therefore, is to claim all the properties reported except 
those which are obviously not of Jewish interest. Am· that is preciseIY 
what· is bei ng done~ 

If 'We are to meet the December 31 filing deadline this involves the 
processing of 1000 reports daily and the preparation of almost an equal 
number of claims. In spite of innumerable technical difficulties we 
are. making every effort to meet this deadline.. To submit 50.000 claims 
giv:i,ng all of the details prescribed by the iaw 'Would b€ utterly im­
possible, and we are therefore preparing. simplified claims giving only 
such minimum informati.on as is required to· preserve oUl" rights. To 
prevent a bottleneck in processing \-Ie have been asked to 'Withhold tm . 
actual submission of our claims until they are called for by the Central. 
Filing Agency. The simplified forms are being assembled and 'Will be· 
submitted upon de~nd before December 31, 1948. 

2. . The Procurement of Claims Information, 

An authorization was obtained by Mr. Fisher for the JRSO to examine . 
official German records. Each regional office has been engaged in 
systematically studying these records concerning real estate, taxa­
tion, notarization of sales, transfer of bUSiness, mortgages etc. 
Liason has also boen effected 'With the Je",ish communities now in 
Germany to obtain additional information l.m.ich will reveal assets 
which'have not been renorted under the law and which have never been 
taken under control by Hilitary Government. Substantial progress in 
this phase of tho'work has been made in a fev cities. Here, too, the 
difficulties are enormous, and it is still too early to determine hoy 
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effective these, investigations will be. Military Government is presently 
considering whether German banks are also required to report any infor­
mation concerning assets which were acquired under duress. The JRSO is 
pursuing this objective, and this should disclose bank accounts, stocks, 
bonds and other liquid, assets \,hich may be claimed by the JRSO. 

Military Government has taken under control over 29.000 units of IIduress" 
property, the bulk of which will be subject to, restitution. fhey have 
estimated the value of this proPerty at well over 1 Billion Marks. No 
accurate appraisal can be ~ade at this time concerning how much of this 
and other assets will finally accrue to tho JRSO. Such estimate will only 
be possible after the deadline for the filing of individual claims has 
passed. As soon as this can be done with any degree of accuracy a full 
statistical report will be made to the Board in New York. 

III. ~cial Problems 

1. Cultural Property, 

Military Government has accumulated considerable amounts of cultural, 
artistic and religious property in depots in Germany. It may be possible 
for a Jewish organization preperlyauthorized to receive such property 
without requiring the complex formalities of claiming under Law No. 59. 
The JRSO has, therefore, advised Mr. Joshua Starr "f the Jewish Cultural 
Reconstl'uction that, it would be best for all ccncerned if he would make 
independent efforts to obtain these preporties. A Cultural Property , 
Division 'of the JRSO has been established with Mr. Starr as Director for 
the handling of such cultural objects as may be aequired under Law No. 59. 
He will reeeive full administrative support, inclUding' the employment of 
necessary personnel in order to facilitate the acquisition of Jewish,' 

'cultural properties. Wherever properties must be claimed under tho' 
restitution law, this will be done by tho JRSO, and Mr. Starr will assume 
responsibility for technical advice and custody of suoh objects as may be 
acquired~ Special expenses incurred by I~r. Starr in the acquisition of 
cultural objocts directly from rUntary Gever~ent· without claiming under 
Law No. 59, will eo kept on our books as accounts receivable trom the JCR. 

2. Jewish Communities in Gcrmanv. 

About 25 Jewish communities have been reestablished in the U.S. Zone of 
Germany. Representatives of these communities at a cGnference with the 
JRSO expressed their strong opinion that they were legally and ~orally 
entitled to all of the property of the former Jewish communities. They 
had begun filing claims for this property and were resolved to continue 
doing so. They agreed that all properties surplus to their needs and 
properties in areas where no new Jewish community has been established 
should go to tho JRSO. 

Their legal position does not appear to be a valid one, for theccmmunities 
which originally owned the properties were dissolved by Nazi la.w and the 
prosent communities are new organizations. There can be no sertain answer 
to this legal ~roblcm of the right to title unless an. advisory opinion is 
attained fro~ the Board of Review. 

The communitios Fanted the JRSO to agree that title te former community 
property as indicated above should vcs.t in the new communities. We agreed 
with the principle that the present communities should have the means for 
()xistence and for the proservation of their Jewish traditions, but pointed 
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out that the finnl disposition of any property could only be decided by 
the JRSO in New York, which, according to a letter received'from Dr. 
Joseph Schwartz., 1I1ould consider the recommendations of a cOlmnittee 
representing the German Jewish communities, the Council of German Jews 
outside of Germany, the JAFF and the f:..JDG. In spite of this we joined 
them in n resolution recommending to the Board in New York that whenever 
a new community has bean established. they be permitted totQko title to 
such properties and endowments of the fOrmer community in that urea as . 
they considered necessary for their purposcs, providing this docs not 
contr~\Vene Law No. 59 and thc regulation des igWlt ing theJRSO as tho 
Successor Organization. 

It is not believcd that any dcfinito action can or should be trtkcn in 

New York until sufficient facts are accumulated to constitute the brlSis. 

for a sound judgment, and the communities have b'3en advised to gather full' 

information for the Board in New York, showing the amount'of property and 

the communities concorned. In tho moanwhile both the communities and the 

JRSO ~re proceeding to file claims for all of the property involved. 


3. Establishment of a German entitz. 

The regulation a.ppointing the JRSO provides that before December 31, 1948, 
the JRSO shall estcblishone or more Gorman legal entities having the 
status of charitable organizations to receive title to real property 
acquired by the JRSO or such othor property as may not be licensed for 
export by the JRSO. l.fter a. careful study.of.this problem by Dr. Nussbaum 
it isconsiderodadvisable to establish a GmbH, or limited liQbility , 
corporation" a.s the entity required under the law. 'l'his can ,be done 
quickly with the minimum of expensQ and be a wholly ~mcd subsidiary of 
tho JRSO, with tho representatives of the JRSO in Germany serving as. 
directors and shareholders. Detailed pIn.ns nre nml being made for the 
establishment of this proposed organization•. 

4. Extension of the filing dendline., 

It appeqrs to be almost a certnintythat unless the filingdoadline of 
December 31 is extendcd,substantial injustices for both individuals 
claimants and .. the JRSO will result. It is hmvever:, inadvisable a.t this 
point for tho JRSO in Germany to request an extension, for we nrc just 
beginning our operations and such action at this time would be premature. 
It is suggestod th-'l.t the Bonrd in New' York p<":'I.SS a rGsolution stating~ 
Thnt the JRSO in Germany is directed to.make every effort to file all 

. claims before December 31; however, should it nppearat Do reasonable time 
beforo December 31 that the .achiovcmentof this objective is impossible. and 
that substantial injustices. and hardships would otherwise result, the JRSO 
in Germany is directed to mike every effort to ~~ve the deadline extended 
by the appropriate Military Govornnient authorities, and that tho last 
filingdnte forsuccassor organization be at least six months later than 
the deadline nstablished for individlk'll cl:;s.ir.m,nts. This last provision 
is necossnry becnuse of the fact that the JRSO cr!.nnot know until after 
the deadline for individu~ claimants which Properties remain unclaimed 
and subject to restitution by ~. successerorg::nizatiori. It takes several 
months for this information to be aSf)ombled, and only then can theJRSO 
know with any degree of certainty that they are preparing a vnlid claim.. 
It'is the only way to eliminate a complete duplication ofcL~ims filed. 
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5. General 

There are many other probloms which \;rill be or arc of import:mce to the 
JFSO. Some of those aro: The extension of the rostitution law to 
cover the U.S. Sector of Berlin; the establishmont of thG Successor 
Orgnnization in the French and British Zones of the Viostern German state 
which is nOli! being plannod; the (jffect of currenoy conversion on assets 
to be nc"quired by the JRSO; the possible rights of JRSO under the law 
presently being proposod for tho personal indemnification of victims of 
persecution; the status of JRSO property under the proposed legislation

..... 
to equalize the burden of German governmont expenses; cooperation or 
control of the German officials responsible for the carrying out of the 
restitution law; prepar~tions for the trial or nmicable settlement of 
thousands of restitution cases and similar matters. There are still too 
many currant problems to nllow extensive handling of these important 
questions. Such problems are being given car6ful consideration and will 
be dealt with as tho occasion permits. 

/:IV. Summary and conclusion 

Military Government by the promulgation of n suitable law has demonstrated 

its intention and policy to effoct tho speedy restitution of property takem . 

from the victims of Nazi persecution. lillth a minimum of expenditure the ' . 

JRSO has boen effectively established in the U.S. zone of Garmany, and 

will operate on an ever-increasing scale to carry out this policy as 

concerns heirless and unclaimed Jewish propGrty. 


f.lmost 50,000 claims will be filed by tho JruJO beforo the end of the 
year. No accurate estimate of the value of this property can be made, 
but it is safe'to"sny thntit oxceedsono billion marks; until the 
claiming deadline of December)l has passed thoro is no ';1ay of knowing 
how much property will romain unclaimed by rightful heirs, nor can any 
accurate appraisnl be mado at this time concerning what amounts will 
have to bo repuid to tho present owners. In spite of these Wlcertainties 
and innumerablo .technicnl difficultios the operations of tho JRSO in 
Germany hold ovary pr~iso for success. 

(signed) Bonjamin B. Ferencz 

BENJLMIN B. fr.'....RENCZ 

. Nurnberg, Germany Director General 

October 1, 1948. 
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, '.', PROF. WILLIAM HA:8ERls FINAL REPORT - December 20, 1948 

••••• Operation of JewiSh Restitutign Successor Organizatign 

It is still too early to jUdge the success of the restitution 
law. in Germany. !he restitution laws in Austria have been in effect for 
a much longer period of time; however, I confess that because of our pre­

.1 

! 

OCCUpation with Germany, it has been difficult to keep our fingers on the 
situat.ion in ~stria to the extent that I should have preferred. During 
my' recent visit to that country I learned from meetings with represent~ 
tives of the Vienna community that they are greaty dissatisfied with the 
wq restitution is working in Austria. It is my plan to send Major lJpan 
iuto Austria for a week. for the purpose of studying the matter~ I shall 
ma.k:e my' recommendations on the basis of his anal.7sis.I am. not particular­
ly sanguine about my ability to influence the aituationinAustria to 8JlY 
appreciable d.rgree, especially in matters relating to laws passed and im­
plemented by the "Austrian government. As a liberated state. headed by her 
own government and parliament, Austria is free to do pretty much asahe 
pleases and the United states aut30rities are very reluctant to suggest 
anything that might ei ther offend the Austrians or that might sug.geat 
that AUstria's sovereignty is not complete. 

As for Germ~. I believe that the interested organizations in 

the States are sufficiently posted on restitution thro~ the reports 

submitted by Benjamin Ferencz. D.irector Genera.l of the Jewish Restitution 

Su.cceasor Organization. I merely wish to assure you that the interest of 

the Jewish community in the heirless and unclaimed propertY' is in excellent 

hands. Mr. Ferencz is a very wise choice for the position he holds. Already 

he has demonstrated his fine administrative talent in addition to his legel 

abilities. In a very limited time he assembled a staff and geared the work 


. of his organization to a. tempo that will enable the organizations to meet 
the deadline of DecEJllber 31, 1948 for the filing of SQme 100.000 claims. 

Mr. Ferencz has reviewed with me his ideas for the rapidliquida­

tion of' these claims. He is of the opinion that an endless and costly 

process. iIl:t litigation will face the restitution organization if these 

claims must be adjudicated on an individual. basis in German courts. The 

political atmosphere will become lees friendly to the liquidation of tho se 

claims with every pa~sing month. .There is already an organization of Ger­

mans, organiBed to fight these claims publicly in the courts. As the in­

fluence of the occupation wanes, the prospect of generaus settlements and 

favorable decisions is bound to deCline. Mr. Ferencz is therefore explor­

ingthe possibility of a collective settlement of these claims by"the Ger­

man Laender.He has asked me to review it in a mosttentat iva form with 

GeneralCl8¥ which I shall do at the earliest opportunity~ 


Mr. Ferencz will undoubtedly outline hi s plan for the considera­

tion of the p~ent. organization ·in the States at an earl~r moment. 
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~rman Indemnification Law 
., 
:.':(/ . :By this time you have received my memorandum. on the proposed 
,\i':,German indemnification law. The views expressed there were not only 
::/mine but represented the ,combined judgment of the local German communi­
,':'\':Ues, of the Jewish Agency, the AJOO and of the Jewish Restitution Sue­
"<cessor Organization. IRO also filed a memora:a.dum interposing major ob­
.	),,'jections but, at least for the time 'being, is not prepared to ask the 
i::\authorltles to veto the law in the event the German Laenderrat is unwil­
\,:;iiilg to remove, the objections. We succeeded in having the Civil Affairs 
.;'/:':Division of EOOOM go along with us in their recommendations to General 
~·:{Cl~. At the present time the law is pending before the Legiiative Re­
'::; :view :Board of Mil !tary Government. :Because the P!oposed law represents 

. '::\:,the final word on restitution of ,non-identifiable prOperty. I considef 
';;:'::'-t as one of great importance. I propose to, :Illeet with the Review :Board 
':'/:In :Berlin, and, if necessary; follow it up with General C.. I shell be 
i\' interested in the views of the organizations in New York as to the course 
,,), that should be followed and I strongly urge all of you to write to us 
)?about thi s at the earliest opportllni ty. The 'basic quest ion on which I 

';':", 'want ,to be reinforced by your opinion is whether I am on solid ground 
Y:,; when I recommended that General Cla.Y veto the proposed law if the major . 
'\,':objections are not removed. You may wi sh to' refer ,to my melllorandum ad,­
\::'dresaed to Dr. Edward A. Litchfield, Director of Oivilian Administration 
:;;;,Division, dated December 10, a copY' of which 'ms sent to you, in ",deb the 
'::Y)(:najor objections to this proposed law are outlined. 

J,':.,' ", 

Cul turaJ. J em sh Propertz 

:.::.t .... 

i::;: 'Ver"J little progress has been made :in the disposi tion of the 

y;-,.',hetiess cro.l.tural property in the U. S. Zone. Germ~. As you know. mOst 

«"of this con8ists of the Judaica at the Offenbach Archival Depot. Dr. 

:,t :Joshua starr of the Cultural Reconstruction Ol)rporation did what is re­

'i) ported to me to have been a gplendid job in a:as1st1ng in the direction 

, . of the cataloguing and classifying of the books. Genera!!. Ol~ was pre­
,:pared to turn over the entire library to the l!uJ.tural Reconstruction 
',·Corpora.tion; he so advised the Department of ·the Arm, in Washington, 
,,: which Was directed by the Department of State\! to advise him to del~ 
: taking such action until authorized to do so. Ih1s was in September. 

It was not until last week that OMG11S received a replyto 
this request. Washington advised that thecuUu.ral property definitely 
identified as originating in Germany, m~ be '~urned over out:tight to the 
Cultural Reconstruction Cor oration. As to p:roperty coming from outside 

,of Germ8ll3, the instructions were that this property should be turned 

over to the Oultural Reconstruction Corporaticln against a CIlstodienls 

receipt. \'/ashington has requested OIviGUS to submit its recommendations 


'on the terms of the custodianship. I understlmd that in the absence of 
.Dr. starr, the Jewish Restitution Successor OJ~ganization has t~en hold 
, of this problem and has presented its viewsoll the ~erms of such custo­
"dianship•. I am also informed that Mr. Jl'erencl~ has submitted his views on 
.·tbh matter to the American Joint Distribution Committee. 

4, ~ ~·'1 ,.. , . '. ,". 

,ii. J. { lJ ,) (:1 
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~e terms of the custodianship are to be submitted by OMGUS 
for the approval of th& Departmmt of Sta.te. It would be mOst un­
fortunate if the Department took as 1II1ch time to pass. on this for­
mula as it took to respond to GeneralClql s September inquiry. I 
therefore urge that every effort be ma.de in the states to bring this 
matter to an early conclusion and thus prevent the dissipation of 
the valuable items in the Offenba.ch coll action. • •••••• 
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GERMANYI. -­
A. United states Zone 

1. Progress in processing 'restitution claims, 

Until the deadline for filing claims, i.e., until Dec. 31, 1948, 
a total of 52,866 petitions were filed by individuals and 163,218 by 

!~~i~'~~~i~"""~i-:f!!Y~~~i~"~i"r~'~~~H>'~li~gJ~~6'~'%~Dp_t~~~) pro!~~~~o~~~OOIn 
view of the circumstance that the JRSO had to file its claims before 
it, became known whether an individual claimant had submitted an appli­
cation, a large number of its claims are duplications. ' It is es~i-:-. 
mated that the total of active claims (individual and JRSO) amounts 
to about 100,000. 

According to the iaw, a;ll claims were to be filed,with the 
Central Filing Agency in Bad Nauheim. By the middle of August, 1949; 
the Central Filing Agency had processed 213,000 petitions and trans­
mitted, them to the Land Central Offices for Restitution, which are the 
central German offices established in each of the Laender. These 
central offices supervise the activities of the Restitution Agencies,
the lower restitution authorities established by the law. There are 
5 such AgenCies in Bavaria, 10 in Hesse, 4 in Wuerttemberg-Baden,
and 1,.n Bremen.: ' , , 

By Aug. 31, 1949, the C,entral Offices for Restitution had trans­
mitted to the Restitution Agencies a total of 46,135 petitions cove~ 
ing 50,767 restitution cases, L e" ,someWhat over 20 per cent of ·those, 
received from the Central Filing Agency. The Restitution Agencies 
on their part were able to dispose of a very small number of the 
petitions receivedt up to the end of August, 1949, all Restitution 
Agencies finally disposed of 3,417 oases by dismissal, withdrawal, or 
amicable settlement, and forwarded 1~827 cases to the Restitution 
Chambers for adjudication. Thus from November, 1947 through August, , 
1949, the ,Restitution Agencies processed only 5,244 cases, l~e., 
somewhat over 5 per cent ot all' aotive claims. In August" 1949, the 
Agencies processed 927 cases .. 

\'. 1 
, ; 

There are 5 Restitution Chambers in Bavaria, 4 in Hesse, 4 in 
Wuerttemberg-Baden, and 1 'in Bremen. From November, 1947 through
August, 1949, ,all these Chambers disposed of a total of 406 cases of 
which only 272 were finally decided~ During the month of August all 
Restitution Chambers disposed finally Of 49 Qases, an~ forwarded 31 
cases to the Courts of Appeals an,a two to the Board of Review.. Thus 
the total output of tb.e Restitution Chambers for August, 1949, amoun1r-> 
ed to 82 cases. ' , ' 

There is one Court of Appeals each in Hesse, Bavaria and Bremen, 
and two in Wuerttemberg-Baden o By the end of August, 1949, they had 
disposed of 49 cases, of which 13wsre final (the others being subjeot' 
to decision by the Board of ReviewL ,During August, 1949, the Courts 
of Appeals disposed of 13 cases, of Which 3 were finally settled. , 

As of August 31, 1949, the Board of Review had received 24 caSes. 
8ixwere rejected and 1 withdrawna Not asing~e decision was rendered 
by the Board of Review up to , tha.t date.. 

,... r' 
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I
The last available figures are. for Nov.. 30 , 1949. The number 

of cases finally settled, ~djudicated, or otherwise disposed of 
are: 

, 

a. 	 Restitution Agencies ..•....•..• 6,037 
b. 	 Restitution Ohambers ••• ~ •. , ..•• 640 
Co 	 Oberlandesgericht~. .•.......... 34 


Board of Revi eW, . ;'. . . . •. . . . . . . . 14
d. ' 	 , 

Recently a speed-up procedure was introduced which is expected 
to expedite the processlng:cf the claims c 

j 

2. 	 Amendment of Artn 69 of 
. 

the RestltutionLaw (Board of Review), 
Dec~ 26, 1949, effective Jan. 11 1950 

''-'-'" ; 

United states High Commissioner for Germany Law Noo 3, Amend­
ment No. :3 to Law No. 59, changed Art. '69 of the restitution law 
by providing that the Unit~d,StatesCourts of the Allied High Commis­
sion for Germany 1) shall have jurisdiction to review any decision 
on any clai~ for restitution under the law and to take any action 
which they shall deem to b~ necessary or proper in respect thereof. 

Regulation Noo ?'Under M" Go. Law No .. 59. amended regulation Noo 
4 which established the Board of Review~ Underthts regulation, the 
powers of the Board of Review were transferred to the "Oourt of 
Rest1.tution Appeals of the: Un! ted states Courts of the Allied High,
Commission for Germanyo" The court!s to consist of no less than 
three members deSignated by the JudiCial Council of the United 
States Courts of the Allle~ High Commission for Germany. 

The 	 jurisdiction of the Court of Restitution Appeals is given: 

(a) to a pa,rty aggrieved by a decision of the Civil Divi­

sion of the Oberlandesgeri:cht. The petition may be based on Viola..;. 

tion of the law only. " 


(b) to a party ag'grieved by a deciSion of the Resti tution 

Chambers.. The petition ma'y be based only upon these grounds: that 

the findings of facts upon> which the deciSions are based are not 

supported by substantial e'vidence; that there Was an abuse of 

discreti'on, or that there ?Vas prejudice on the part of the Ohamber. 


I

The Court of Appeals may refuse reviews at its discretion. It 
may stay execution of decl'sions of German courts and reverse or mo­
dify,in whole or in part, i' their judgments or remand the case or any 
part of it to the German c~urts whose decision Was appealed from. 

1) 	 , 
The former Mili tary :Government Courts are now known as "Uni ted 

States Courts of the All:1e4 High Commisslon for Germanylf (see Law 
No.1 of the United States ~lgh Commissioner for Germany,Dec.28,1949). 
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The decisions of.the Court of Appeals are publisheq. in English 

and Germano They are binding upon all German courts insofar as they 

involve an interpretation of the law. 


Petitions for review of decisions made by an Oberlandeagericht 
are to be filed within one month (or three months if the party re­
sides abroad) from the date of service of the decision. Petitions 
concerning decisions of Restitution Chambers cannot be filed before 
the expiratIon of the time limit for appeals to the Oberlandesgericht; 

. if such an appeal has been taken, the petition for review cannot be 
filed until adeoision by the Oberlandesgericht is rendered. 

The High Commissioner 'may request advisory opinions from the 

Court of Resti'tution Appeals. 


3. fmplementation ?fthe ~neral Claims Law 

(a) 	 Second Bavarian Regulation concernln~ the Organization
01 Reparafion;. Nov. 22, 1949 {Gese'ez-und' VerorCfilungsblatt,
Nov. 29, -r949y---­

By this regulation the Bayerisches Landesamt fuel' wiederguifia­
~unf£ (which was established-under-uie restItution law) became e" . 

yerlschesLandesentschaedigt!ggsamt" The Landesentachaedigungsamt Waf 
proclaImed as tfie.general fIrIng agency (allgemeine Anmeldungsbehoer­
de) 1,.l,nder the law; 1 t is charged with the implementation of the . 
law, except where competence is vested in the. courts and other autho.,..
ri ties. 	 . 

A speCial board (Beirat) is attaohed to the Landesentsohaedi­

gungsamt; it must be consulted on questions of principle involved 

in the implementation of the law. . 


A representative of the Ministry of FInance is attached to the 

Landesentschaedigungsamt, .. he represents the interests of the Land. 


(b) 	 Statement of the Bavarian Lan<l:esentschaedie;u~samtJ Deco 
2S,.1949 

All applications from abroad are to be sent to the Au slandskart ej 
~l'l\ Bayerischen LandeB~ntschaedi~ungsaemterg Muenchen, Arcisatrasse­
IT.. In accordance w1.tE --a--treciaion Of all fc'u7.' Laender ot. the U. S.Zone 
petitions from abroad destined for Hesse, Wuerttemberg-Baden, and 
Bremen are to be registered in ~runich; they will thereupon be trans­
mitted to the various Laender for decision.. This regulation was ado~· 
ted in order to achieve uniform action on petitions ernanatlng from 
abroad o 

(c), 	 Meeting of ~?e i~ter-m!~hsterial w~rking grouE of officials 
oharged witE the i~Fementii"fl.on 'jf restitution and comEen­
eatrcn (Inler-minIs erieITe- AroeItsgemeInscbaft del' Sacoe­
arbetter fuel' Wie~ergutmachungs- und Entschaedigungefragen)
in the UOS .. ~ Brltia}l_and French Zones, Dec., 29 s 1949 . 

The group dealt with a number of questions involvedln the 
\ . 

:16839 
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implementation of existing compensation legislation, i.a., the date 
, of residence required for eligibility (Stichtag) under the laws in 
the various countries, the applicability of these laws to the Shan­
ghai ghetto and internment in Hungary, Rumania, and Yugoslavia, conto:­
rol of affidavits, deducta1?le payments. ' 

The majority did not agree 'to recognize,the Shanghai ghetto as 
political arrest within the meaning of the law. Internment in Hun­
gary posterior to March 23; 19441 is considered as Gestapoarrest;
in other cases, proof must~be furnished that the arrest was due to 
German action" In regard of Rumania a distinction is to be made 
between "old ll Rumania (where no ghettos or concentration camps on 
the Garman model existed) and Transylvania" In Yugoslavia, only 
persons arrested on racial, religious, or political grounds are e1i­
gible under the law; ,those arrested for mili tary reasons are exclud­
ed .. 

Jews who had to wear the Jewish Star and were subject to forced 
labor by the Gestapo or its subsidiary bod1es are considered eligible
for compensation for deprivation of liberty. 

, ,All children, regardless of age, who were under IIpoli tical 
arrest" within the meaning of the General Claims Law of the U.S.Zone, 
are eligible for compensationo 

The meeting declared that no extension of the cut-off period
for the U.S. Zone is oontemplated. However, absentees (i.e., persons
residing abroad) are to be given an opportunity to register their 
claims in Munich by submission of' lists; thereafter the lists are 
to be distributed among the Laenderj applications on the prescribed
forms are to be submitted ~t the earliest possible timee 

Payment of the first part of compensation 1s t~ be made to the 
persecutees themselves; each of the Laender may decide whether they
wquld establish an obligation to pay into accounts at banks and 
savings institutions. In Bavaria powers of attorney to receive the 
first installment of DIvl 500 are recognized only if given to relative!3 
of the first degree of the'persecutee and authenticated by police, 
a notary or the IRO. ' 

(d), 	 Circular letter No? 400/50 of the Bavarian Land Reparation
Office, Feb~ 2, 1950 

I 
A meeting took place on Feb. 2, 1950, under the chairmanship


of Dr. Rlngelman, lviinisterial Director of the Ministry of Finance. 

The decisions reached were as follows: 


(aa) Global applications from abroad, filed without compliance 
with the required formalities, are to be considered as made in time 
if they arrive before March 31, 1950. 

"Global applications" are those filed by organizations, lawyers,
and private individuals. r:I,'he first and second name of the applicant,
his present residence~ and'place of injury must be given. Applica­
tions on the forms required and all necessary proofs are to be sub­
mitted by Sept. 30, 1950. 
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(bb) As far as the application of the law to persecutees who 
emigrat~d or died before Jano 1, 1947 is concerned, it waS agreed 
either to issue a correction (Druckfehlerberichtigung) or to include 
these persons within the law on the basis of Art. 50 by a Land ordin-­
ance. 

. I . 

(Qc) All applications ,from abroad should be registered in Municr. 
However, it suffices if the application was received before the cut­
off period at the filing agency of the competent Land.· l ) 
.. _. :.. , 

(dd) Pensions of applicants residing abroad cannot be paid 
, until the question of transfer is settled. 

(e) Implementary provisions in Wuerttemberg-Baden 

(l)rrhe government of the Land halS appropriatedDM300,OOO 
to pay compensation to persons not falling under the General Claims 
Law, among them to orphans I under 16 years of age, aged Jews who have 
already consumed their claims, etc. (Circular E 15). .' . 

(2) Internment in a number of French concentration oamps, . . 
such as Drancy, Gurs, and. 18 others 1s recognized as political arrest 
within the meaning of the law (Circular Ell). 

(3) Payment of lndemnlty under the General Claims Law to.· . 
persons residing outside Germany is lmpossibls o However, in certa1n 
cases payment to absenteee,is permissible within the Land, v1z: 

Payments in favor of children and relatives studying in 
Germany, 

Payments to indigent relatives residing in Germany, old serv­
ants,etc. 

~ayments to effect repair Qf buildings situated in Germany. 

The first two kinds of payments may be made, without license, 
in the amount of Dlvl 200 monthly tio one and of DM 300 to several 
persons; higher amounts require a license. A license is required 
in all instances of repairs. Licenses are granted by the Landes­
zentralbank in Stuttgart, wpich announced that they would ordinarily 
b~ granted. ' 

It is specifically pointed out that persons entitled to com­
pensation for deprivation of liberty, who were in process of emigra­
tion cnthe effective date of the law, may receive such indemnity
regardless of the general provision 'which would defer such payments 
to 1951/52 (Circular E/IO).:·· . 

1) 
The Laender of liesss sAd Wuerttemberg-Baden have not yet 


consented ,thereto. 


, .. 
f ';; • ~ ... 
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B.Eri tish Zone 

Implementary regulation under the Restitution Law 

G:eneral License No. 15 issued tursuant to IVlilitar~ Government Law 
:~P. 52, also known as a:ene!,a~ 1cense No" 9 issue pursuant to 
Military Government taw No~o3, August 20 4 1949 

,/; This license authorizes all transactions relative to claims 
;f,b:r' restitution, w1.thin the, ,scope of Law No .. 59. The conditions are 
:;that the transactions be necessary and incidental to the filing,pro­
~~cution, renunciation, settlement, or final adjudication of or de­
:t¢nse against the claim, and that the claim be flIed by a persecutee, 
~s heirs or other successors in right (except assignees). 
~~~': 	 ' 

/i:',:' The license does not a\lthori ze the debiting of accounts 
J;~locked under Law No" 52, except if the account is owned by a party 
;:~;o' resti tution proc,eedings; nor does it permit the transfer or 
assignment of title to prop'erty situated outside Germany or th~ re­
~oval (z)f pI'operty from the British Zone without authori zation. 


C,,: French Zone 
---.---.-.~ 

The Loyal Restitution Organization (Vereintgung fuer L~yale
Resti tutlol1).. --- . 

)(:' On Sept. 3, 1949, an organization was created at Baden-Baden 
',under the name of Vereinigung fuer Loyale Resti ttition. On Oct. 17. 
Ithe final Constituent Assembly took place. The ,&'lit.:;wet l: a1m ('f,the., 
)9,rganization is to achieve ',~ljust and loyal iE'estitution" by influen­
:,':¢'ihg the leg1slative and adrliinistrative authorities and assisting
,\,its members in ind! vidual cases. 	 ' 
".:;./'.' :, 
":' 
"i- Dr. W1rth has agreed to head the" organization.
~' , 

/~~~:"; . 

\i~?·:D. Records of the Deutsche Golddiskontbank (DEGO) 
, .' 	 --........­

';/:', The Office of the U. S~ Commissioner for G~rmany has transfer­
',.'red th~ custody of certain records of this bank to the Berliner 
}'4entralbank. The transfer was made under the express cendi tion, tha,t 
\~,he Berliner Zentralbank would undertake to reply to correspondenoe 
'.'!f.eceived from parties having a legit1mate 1nterest in these reCords. 
,',~ong those covered are persons and orgnaizations having accounts 
,:~t, the DEGO, and persecutees seeking information in support of resti ­
<:tu'tion claims;. .• ' 	 ,
.'!,,: ' 

::~",:~,:, '. . 


i~:;~(~ The custodian of the DEGO l"eports that the records transm1 tted 
:¢,ontain information on the following 8ulljects only: ' 

."1, • 

a. 	 Reichsmark amount~ received by the bank for the perm1ssion 
to remove household goods. 

b. 	 Conversion of such Reichsmark amounts into foreign currency
aqroad. 

" 
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The address of the Berllner Zentralbrulk ls 

Blsmarkstrasse 48-52 
Berlln-Charlottenburg 

[: 

II. 	 AUSTRIA 
I'Progress ln processlng restltutlon clalm~ 

Up to 31 Dec. 1949, a total of 10 1 128 applications were flIed 

under the Flrst Restitution Law o Of this number, 429 were withdrawn 

or transferred, 692g were granted, 805 were denied, 2,275 were pend­


'ing" and 690 had not yet been oonsidered. 
, ~.. 

, 	 I 

Up to the same date, :a total of 1,019 applloations were filed 

under the Second Restltution L~w. Of this number, 46 were withdrawn 

or transferred, 352 weregrante<I, 160 were denled l 355 were pendlng

and 106 had not yet been acted upon. 


On 31 Dec.. 1949 1 the !total of appeals to the Minlstry of Pro­

perty Control and Economic Planning under the two first restitution 

laws amounted to 506. ot ~hlsnumber, 127 were granted and 252 

were denled,," . 


The total of clalms ~nder the Third Resti tution Law filed ,up 
to 31 Dec. 1949 amounted tq 29,343.. Of this number, 2,846 were with- ' 
drawn, 1,065 were transferred, 6,977 were granted, 5,109 were settlec 
2,739 were denied" and 10,~07 were pendlng. At the same time, 
4,256 cases of compromises,;, renouncements, and acknowledgments were 
flIed under the law with the distrlct administratlon. 

, 
, l 

B. Extensfon of cut-off periods 
. 	 , 

(a) Order of the IVIlni·stry of Justlce Nov6 17,1 1949* concernlnr 
the extensIon or :the deaa.rrne unaer the Fourth estltutlon 
:Caw {EGg!, !5ec",3I, 194~n. 

The cut-off period under thls law was extended untll Dec. 31,' 

1950. 


I 

(b) 	 Order of the Mlnl:stry of Pro;eertl Control and Economio 
f>lanning e Novo 24', 194~l-Eoncernln:gthe 'extension of the 
deadlIne under the F'irst, secondand Third. Restitution 
Laws (BttEl, D~ 31, mm . ' 

The out-off period und~rthese three laws was extended until 

March 31, 1950. I: 


" 
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, 
III. FRANCE 

According to figures published by official French sources, there 
are in the Department of the Seine alone about 3,000 heirless Jew­
ish.properties. They belon~ed to deported and totally extinguished 
Jewish families. 

I 

A bill is in preparation concerning the disposal of these assets. 

6316-2/13/50-375-NR:ls 

IJAr9i98 . 




JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCEclSOR ORGANIZATION 
I 

;Suite 800 
270 .Madison Avenue 

New York 16, N.Y. 

To: Directors ·of the ~1IdH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
1· 
[,

From: .' Le ster Gutterman, Secretary
! 

We' are sending to you attached the following docUments, which vTere 
. distributed -at the recent me;eting~ on October 20th,' of the member­
ship and of the Board of Directors of the. Jewish Restitution Suc­
cessorOrganization. 

I 

a) Ann~l repOrt by the retiring President, Mr. Edward M. M. Warburg• 

. b) 	 Report by Mr. Benjamin B. Ferencz, Director General of the Jewish 
Restitution Successor Organization.

I, 
I 

We trust tr.at you will find ithese documents both interesting and in­
formative of the JeYTish Restitution Successor Organizationf s activities 
during the past year. 

Enc. 



, 

JEriI $t! REclTrkr'l'I,JN ;5UCSES"OR ORGAlHZATION 

I 
.ANNUAL REPORT
',' 
~ 1947-1948 

Introduction 

Alth-,ugh the preqent annual report deals "rith the p::riod 1947-1948, it Will 
be recognized by the members of the corpf)ration that the significant occun-ences 
and developnents are thf)se f)fthelaqt Jl months, marking the perind since the 
desi,f;nationof the JRSO as successor body fl)r heirless and unclaimed Jewish prOpe rty 
in the U.S. Zone of Germany. The 'latter area alone, I)f all th3 occupied'zones of 
G"'lrmany, today has a '..,orkable re'3tituti'm law, and in spite of e'lrl1 numer')us and 
diSCOUi'9.,;;in,f; obstacles and delays.' it may be reported that the J"'wish Restitution 
Successor Or!?:ani z"l.til")n is pursuing an en~.rge tiq and extensive program' of resti tu­
ti'ln ,...hich shO'liTS every sign of suc·ces'3. This single fact repre'3ents at once the 
moe;t, enc ~uraging and the mr;st sign;ificant development in: the ye ar 1947-1948. 

Neg')tiati'lns leading t') rec'lgnition of JRSO 

Fol).m'ling the issuance in november 1947 of Military Government Law no. 59. 

otherwise known as the re itutionilaw, for the American Zone of,Germany, the of­

ficers of J:~;:)O submitted at once :i,ts application for designation under Article 13 

of the law as the succes,:,; ')r or::;:ani:zati on to heirless and unclaimed Jewish property. 

Unfortunately, however, a series of technical Que<;tions ree;arding the structure 

and form of the JB.;30 oi'~anization jinGermany 'lItere raised at this' point by govern­

mental authl)ri ties in \-/'lsnington; and iespi te the' strenunus attempts of the JRSO 


, officers and the member organi zatipns in the United "ta tes to point out that the se 
and other questions had long ago been resolved in discus~ions with the representa­
tives of Military Government. the '3Ubject was completely reopened at the Washirig­
ti1n level. After a long series ofi Cl)nferences and discussions including many visits 
by representqtives of the ,Jewi sh organi Z"3. tions tl) Vlashingt"ln a.nd considerable cor­
respondence between Germany and the United States, these questions were once, again 
resolved, and !"In June 23, J948 the i necessary ct.esi~nl'\,tingdecree (See Regulation 
No. J -- copy attached) 1"139 is<3ued!t'lhichen"3.bled JP.."O to commence its operations 
in Germany. 

Organi z'l;tirln of pror.~ra.m in GerF:;any, 
I, 

It will be recalled that under "lgreements dated April and Au....:;ust 1947, JRSJ 

very eqrly designated a"l its o:perl'l~ing·a~ents in Germany the Jewish Agency for 

Palec:;tine and the American J''Owi'3h JOi.nt Distribution C')mmittee. for purposes of 

non-cuI tural property t and the Jp.",ish CuI tural Rec<)nstruct il)n, Inc. a.s operating 

a!';ent f')r purposes of cultural proPerty. Alth:mgh handi caPF€'d in cnmmencing their 

f)perations by' the above :telay attendant on the i oo;"ance of the designating decree, 


, ' k, . 

the o}:'€r"l.tin~ agents in the period.:beff)re the decree was is'.luednevertheIess 

'" ,.! 
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assigned a number of workers in Germany to carry on a prelimin~ry program involv­
ing·the discovery and C0mpil"l. ti''>n O~f prop:: rty records. the planning of field of­
fices. CI.nd vari'us ·")ther m"'1.tters wh,ich woulrl be of subsequent usefulness to tr.e 
I'fork of JR,,'J. Follo'.ring the i'5"iuan~e of the design<>ting decree, Mr. Joel Fic,;her, 
\'iho is counsel to the JDC in Europil prnceeded to begin to set .up the JRSO o}::era­
tiona. Mr. BenJamin B. Ferencz, forl'!'Jerly Executive Coun<;;e1 with the liar Crimes 
Commi"lsion in Nurnberg, was apPoint'bd by the op::::rating agents as the Director 
Genoral of the JRS~s program in Germany. In addition to Mr. Ferencz, the JRi50 
staff includes Dr. Meinhold Nus'5bau~ and Dr. George Weis, both men of distinguished 
European legal background!'], who are, gerving as Deputy Directors; Mr. Saul Kagan, 
"'1. f~rmer high official of the Finanr8 Divisi0n of Military Government in Berlin 
has, also been designated as a Deputy Director; and Dr. Joshua starr, an officer of 
Je~sh Cultural ReCl')nstruction and a recognized authority on Jewish cultural nffairs. 
is serving with JRSO with p"'1.rticular Sp:lciali7ation in cultur"'1.1 property •. Together 
'41 th all of theqe gentlemen <md otro rallied personne 1, a substantial number of 
local individuals from the German J:p.'rish and the D.P. popul"'1.tion have been recrui ted. 

FOr a full repl')rt of the pre~ent phase of JR$J1s operations in Germany and 
the .extent of the work which has thus far been achieved, attention is c"'1.11ed to the 
at tachf!d report which "ras reeeived in New Yl')rk fr0m ,Mr. Ferencz rmly a few days 

.before the date of the Annual MGeti~. 

. Al though com::;lete information is not yet available from Germany regarding' 

thetot"'1.1 amount of dollar expenditlires "'hich will be required during the entire 

fiist year for the carrying out of the progrl':'l.m. the two t')pera,ting agents, JAFP and 

JDC have made an allocation to the9rganlzatil')n of the sum of iPIIO,OOO. (To this 

mus:t. also be added the sum of $25.000 which the t"lol)pErating agents appropriated 

in 1947.) U~der the terms of the agreements of April 1947. between JRBO and the 

operating agents, these funds and any other fun(is required for purposes of the pro­

gr"'tffi in Germany will be reg~rded as.advances reimbursable from the proceeds of the 

property recovered by JRSO. 


~ecial membership meetin~ - July 29. 1948 

It "rill be recalled tr...a.t at. the time of its incl)rporation, the nalre decided 

upon for the successor orp-;-9.nizatioD. 11t/asIlJ'~wish R(3sti tution Commission. II ;:ihortly
, . 
before the i'Ssuance of the t:ll~si~mti'ng decree, the officers received word that 
Military Gov0rnment in a..--"rm3.ny was ~oncerned 1(-: at this title give to the organization 
a sound of officiB.lness which it did not possess. and it \Ola8 sUf:~ec,;ted by Mili tary 
Government that the name be ch"'1.nged~ Accordingly, a special m~eting of the member­
ship of the !1rganization 1IlaS c"'1.11ed ifor July 2!j, 1948, for the primary purpose of 
ch"'1.nging the name of thp. or,e;anizatidn tt") that of "J"'"rish Re<;titutit')n ;:iuccessor Or­
ganizati!1n", and follnwing th~t m0eting ne~~sary It''if;al documents were filed with 
theSeere~ary of State of New York, feffectuating this decision. 



I 

i' 

.!: -)"':" 

In ~ddi ti:m, the special meeting passed on the applicati ")ns of nf3'1t1 member 
ryreanizations a,nd 13.1s() designatod several I3.dn.iti"nI3.1 directnrs. The present full 
membership of the JR.;:50. together vfi th names of directors repre<>ent1ng c'3.ch member 
organizl3.tion, is as f0llows: 

, 
Agu,:'!.1'ls I')r3.i)l '~'1()rld 0r.2:~ni'lation: 

Je"rish A"':8ncy for Pa10stine: 

World Jewish Congress 

i 
I. 

AmericanJE:',lish C">mmittee:: 

Americ'3.n·J8wish C?nference: 
i. 

\; 

American Joint 	Distribution 
Committee: 

i 

Board of Deputies I')f British Jews: 

. I; 
Central Commit tee of Liberated JeYfs 

i '1. Germany::,. 

I 
\ 

Council for the ProtFJction .Jf the 
Rights 3.nd Interes-ts of Jews. frnm 
Germany: 1 

J~t1lish Cultur'3.l Recnnstructj).on, Inc.: 

! 

,.# .'. r'\ ..... • 

'jh t )':.l8
-4.. .'" ,j v '. 

J'<)'cob Rost'!nheim 

I'5l3.ac Lewin 

Hl3.rry Gondmt=tn 


Elie zer. Kapli.m 

Emanuel 1~euman.."l 


M'<)'urice Boukstein 


Stephen S. Wise' 
A. Leon Kubawitzki 

Jt=tcob .Bla.ustein 

Herman Gray 

Philip Forman 


Louis Lipsky 

Robert .:izold 

Bernl?rd Bernstein 


Ed'>Tl?rd M. 1-1. ',iarburg 
M,nroe Gold~!ater .. 
Mase sA. Leavit t 

Selig Brooetsky 
. A. G. Brotman 
Leo Ic:;torik 

Abram Blumowicz 

Samuel Szlamowicz 

Jechl3.skielEife 


Kurt Alexander 

Uqtht=tn Stein 

~x Kreutzberger 


Jerome l--Uchael 

Sal 6 Ihron 

dimon Fade rbush 
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Central British Fund 

C"'mseil Represen t9. tif des Juifs de 
Fr:.:l.nce: Robert Kiefe 

! Henri MonnerlSlY 
Eugene \veill 

I 

I 
InteressenvertI'etung Isr"l.e lit ischar 

KultusgelT'.ein:len in the U.;;). Z'me 
''If Germany;: il Philipp Auerbach 

'Berino Ostertag 
,', . I, 

I 
Kurt Epstein 

I' 

Conclusion 
I
I; 

In summar,y. it may be 80en th~t JRSO in only n0W beginning to enter the 
"l.ctive ph9.se nf its 'c"lreer as a sutcessf')r or''':9.niz!3.tion.H''l.ppily. the unavoidable 
iel::tys !3.nd ne,;;otif),tions which "lccupi0d a mnj")r part f')f J.;'.'{SO's life up to the pres­
ent time -9.nd \·rhich had led t') its Rctual design:.:!.t ion as a successor b .. dy in the 
Americ:.:!.n, Zone are behind us; and t~e f')rg:.:l.nizatif')n is at Inng l::tet enabled t ~ com­
mence the discharge I)f its he::;tvy r;;lsJ.'onsibiliti0s tnw!3.rds reclaiming the st ..len and 

':, plundered property f')f the cfmntless' Je 1/1ish f"!.Jnilies ::lnd communi ties wiped out by 
Hitler. i. 

" 

Clearly, the present phase is !3.nd ~st remain one in which ever,y effort and 
r,esource of the' .mSO will be bent t01t1l'l.rd'3 findil'lg !3.nd gaining possessil')n of the 

", heirless and unclaimed J0'11Tish prnpJrty--with c")nsider1'l.ti"ln ()f "ther problems r..ecessa­
rily pos tponed until such time as anergie s I')f the I')rg::wi z<tt i':m may be s"l.fely di­
verted fr ..m this first phase. To the V!3.st tasks thus inv"llved 9.nd tl') the added new 

, " 
c(')mplic~,ti0ns and burdens llThich wild present themselvt:'.:s ::lS the prl')gr!3.ID' unfolds, we 

',' are C"lnfident thP.t the JRSO, i ts o~r"1.ti~ !3.gent~ "l.nd. staffs '.Uld its officers nnd 
'" direct'1rs 1.<rill devote themselv(;;c; uri~tintingly ::lnd in a manner completely ,'{orthy of 

,their high responsibility. i' ' 

Thr'1Ugh this succes"3ful disch'3rge of the I')r;:;~nizl).ti"n' 'S tasks lies the way 
to a mG:.:!.sure of correcti:m. hfJwever,: e1'\p"11 and ml'ttcrial, of the greSlt injustices 
visited upon the Jewish victims of the Nazi' scourge .. 

Submit ted by 

l; Ed1rTard M. l..f. \'1arburg. President 
(' 

\ 

\ ..",': \ 

\ 
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September 8,19A8 

~ 
!I 
I: 
i: 

IetuSile4 to 'e"York X to'" ~ letter of I.e 28 written 18 
repl,.. to. 117 bquir,y;ol ....,,'Il1. . . . . 

. .' I;' '. . 
1 appreoiate ,oar ~f.l'eDo. to ;yOur 11111t" pertlOmlel, .ucb 
c1riaJa,ttuce .... ~t pel'llit. 7OU'. wooapl1e tile data nq•••W 
1a .,. U.....U.edl.ttel'. IW'OUl.4 Uk. to 1ftd1cate ho • ..,er, 
that the.....,..T••.Ii:v.. ·troIs the _1. of tile good. 11\ ••aUoa . 
mat. be booked lUll a i!aeparate :1_. a. theo.er:a are eaUtle4 
to the .et. pooee48 ::otthe _e.. ,.....,therefore, that 
•••e eal.ill1lcrt.be i:eoUecte4.·.Wcet.h... 1a your otfice.' 'AI .' 
~ oftice could ..t-.U. t.he ....,1t. aJ.cb.t '" POle1b18 
t.1l8, to .... th~md.th ... of our ..plo,...t, 1t he 1. glv.. 
• opport.1mit7to 40. thi. job. . 

. .. L 
, . r 

'.""e." "O_t ....I'\1....- .1 • pl'1••'. &Utio...r 8.mlollllc1D3 
the pl. ot tile con'_'. of 2 v•• uel 52 cue• •t resnal goo4. 
troa ....p••• ca.l.l'e4 to a, at.teaU•• · It 1a4i.ce.te. the ooaua.­"0. or tbeeale .t 1;,0048 refene4 to 18 IlJ letter of Iq r/.

I'· . 
I:' 

tou 1.tt.arotJ\U1.I~. 40ea DOt. &i.... aT repl, ioth. qUllilatiQIl• 
..\da_ 1ft the 1.lit pUaaJoaphot .,letter, '1'1.' 

. b . 

($) •• tJ.aeUa1t i:4uriDc lIbloA the ....,. U1 be olaiaH, 
(b).a fat.. of _.18 Bot ola1aed 'ritlU..thi8 t1Jle• . . r· .' 

I, 

. I' 

lopiqto hea.rt:roa :~701l aooa, 
x _, 

'ery .tacerall yoar~, 

lehcab lobi... 

.Chief, Off1ce of f.dea1fleatloa 


DUIS 

I: 
I: I' 
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September 8, 1948 

fir. S. Cahn-J)ebre 
CoDgrel. Jutf Mondial 
Pari., Fraaoe . 

»earDr. Cahn-»ebrea 

1. lJpoJl, 'U17 "tva, to If.. lork 1 fOUDd a "r'1 '.all !lUmber of the 
il.e. of the Quette .. Pal&1I.I a.tab1iahed that the fel10wiDg 
issuel ara 1li1.i1'1Ba 

i' 

(a) Boa. 168 - l.88 
(b) loa. 196 -202 
(c) ••a. 206 - 2l2,. 

, 
I"JV1ihenore, Dot a ;siDg1e i81118 posterior to .I.ugo.8t)J'd. (Boa. 2U­

21.6) ftached BY otfiee." ' , ' 

nacn7 iDyeatigate :tb.is matter tmei .* "our ,office to provide lB. with' 
the ai.li.. ia.e••!, 

2. I hope, you have not forgotten to 118114 .e the ueerpt from the 
f'1nauc1al. law dealiug with the repayaumt of the one billion franc1...,.. ' ' 

SiDcerely yours, 

Dr. BeAem1ah RobiusoD 

IRuli 



Detober 28, 1948 

"r~ .r.. :81'as81011 .. :.. 

World Jewish Congress'

06,'New; QavenQ,ishstree_ 

A,.ond...; ...,1, (II'ea1; Br\tala 


DaU,!' '.lI4r. Bras81ott, " 
, l­

...' '. . . .. 1.amrete1"r~ng.1." rqletterofSept. :L",!:!B.ln:rloh " 
--.:p.a •.. ; . Qommu.nlcated'll~.th th~ Lal'isen-;Naeve Corporat,lo~.. .'. 
Od 'was' lli:formtlcl. tha~the .... seven'· plel3es .ot·· removal good.. ill 
Q.\lestloQ . were so14 at· pub1$.o Qllot191l"P'7 the New.Iork 'orelg•. \ 
trade '~one .operato~e. . Apparentlltney we resold.elther ......... 
__ Qause ·a,ear had el,.apse.dwlthou.tthe entrJ to .this CouRtPJ 
otthepersone lIhohad 88ntthelllor beoau.se stC)rage .••ar'ges· 
were JlC)~. paid; (\il1. the lood•• · ,'. " ',/ ." '" 

. .'. . Aooordi.ng t6the information I hadrece1ved 1.: '. 
aJlalogoue:oases,: the monej,lt' no .rlg11tehav~.beeB estab11shed' 

. ",eret;o, m\i,st ·bave beendepoel ted wi ththe' T~~ft.surt Department.
OtherWise ,~t ,ma, be In the New York Oustom Holise•... , . . ..... 

'. - , c .i· , . . ,' . 

. " .t.. ,.' .,r'O. 

. . ," ", ..... -..: 
.' . " -. . <.: ."; ~ . 

leheB4ahftobln.on 

mUl.e 
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http:Aooordi.ng
http:beoau.se
http:Qommu.nlcated'll~.th


October 27, 1948 

Dr. J. Starr , 

c/o Jf;wleh RestltutlonSucceaaor Organization 

301 Fuehrter str~ 

Nllernberg, .Germany 


Dear Dr. ,starr: 

The f~rmer Secretary Ge¥lera1 of the. World Jewish Congre•• , 

Dr. Iubowi tzkl; lived before the Wf.i.!' lriBrussels. He had to 

tlee Belg1um 1n 1940 and to leave behind 1.8.. .hisextensive 

library. ·When he caine toBrusselsupont~end ()f the war, 

he wall able to loca.te aportlon ot Ms. library, but the most 

Taluable part, among :.them a nwnb.rof J.8wish enolo1oped1ae,. 

was gone. It is assumed thebooltswerecarrledoffto 

Germany. 


5.ometime ago .1 wrote about 1 t1n· OMGuSattachil'lg samplell 

of Dr. Kuhowl tzkl t sex-llbrls. .·1 Was informed that. the a:r­

chives were instructed. to look after tnehQoks,bUt have not 


. beard anlthlng s1nce. . . 

.1 know llhatl0U. went to ~m.,any forthecpurposes of the 
.lew1ehQultural ReeonstructlonC0m.m1$81~~.· ..~ ... assue 701.1 .S" . 
a})le to leok inl. this matter $nd· have aoces.B to the bOoks stored
1n 'bheOftenba,hd.pOt.· lWQuld tJPpreclatelt verI DlUoh.lt.,....\114 0....11 the iook.. 'bere wIth a v1ewof looa.lIincDr. 

'.lleJl11Jlkl'. alsillng' l1brarr,.eng ih.•a prom1,Dentl,the . 

ene7elope41ae (whloh': are verT d1ttleuli t.o get now).

Ae hi. .oolla mU8t hay. had his dpa_reas.attache4, lRtt the . 


. ex-llln'ls alghthave· bee. ell" out. . 

Hoping to hear trom. 10USOOD, 
I 811, 

Youra verJ sincerel" . 

, . Nehm1an Rob1nson 

»1\:18 

• 
1J.7013 
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,l.ter--..\llled Repa.ration .~.tlCl 

'BNxellee, 8elg1um 

I 

••aile.en: 
I: 

. ~ h~.ve' been dea.11!\g wt ttl th~ problem of G(jl'roan repar.s.tlono tor a 
'"ePI long t1mEt. A study the1'6on:: '1/1),8 first uH1Q.e in i.f4ybook. or.,; "Iudsmnl"!" 
tloat1011 and ~[~pal'BtlonB ~ New Xcrk, 1944. I (I,eal t wi th 1 t Sluoseq,uently 
'18 1111 ar't101.''}~\rOblem' ofgul"l)pf:~an Het')on:::tI'tlotlon II puhl:l.shecl in The 
$.,rt!rllJc~nlrn&l of t~eQnom1C~.t.~:.;O\i'e'll.rH:!' 1.94 . 1-65, ind in tli'B.·..,5 i pp. 
:••e$~(l ilup,le...nt to my ~toH ...trl~l1t1on6d Ix)ok \udmeographed. I~ew Yor.. , 
19461. J allo lIla.d,e 11 ftulfher of s~a.ller stud.1•• on thls problem." 

i I .am prep•.r-tftg at present a i! study o11...the overall results 01 the. 
;..epara1ilo"8 progt".m and 1 t8 1mpsot u.pon the .iU11&d "n~tlone. I Untltzo.. 
,'ud that, 1ft addition to the tYlO ,early report., lOU issued 1nt"r­
.,t\1ar1 stattatlee (tor instanoe, .ccnoernll\1 shipment. otreparat1ona 
tI' of June 30, 1945) l\nd made 011101&1 ~t~temen~s c(;,noernlf1i the 
.allveri•• (tor ln$t&noe, the et;JLtement ot5ept. 14, 1948). 1 alao 
a.88W18 that 10\1 p08IU-,eUI data relat1ng to C'errnan a8aets 1n ,Al11ea 
0811n11'188 aad,Q.~'..al nat10na whloh were Ol' are to be used as repa1"1Il­
:'1Qn8. 

, 

! 1 wou.ld app;ree!ate 1 t vitrr ~uoh 1t you. oou14 ••n4 me at 10Ul' 
."1'11.1'0011..._"1.,,•• oop1•• • t all n.ot olaNl1tled Blaterial 1n four . 
pO.$.8810n, dctallftg 91'h (\811v$1'18. Of plflilta rand machinery uder 'he 
'aplsAgr(uul.ft':~ dlofte'al'1 1.141,: Gel'll'U!U'l t0l"81tJA aseet.s labor. J'.par...... 
:tlens patents, dellveri.1! ot fJoal. s,J'la 91ml1a;p pNdtlcta tQ the .A;lUe8, aa 
".11 ae data relat111(g to repar2):t~i)l'Ul ~:x:a(lt.d b7 the USSR froll the 
.Uh,lan Zone of Gfu"m4ll1. t w111,. be 01\11 tao glaA to aolmowle4.i.e the 
,JIIOVenllnOe of the material 1n myi, study it you 10 detJl:re. 

: 

11;18 

il 
" " 

W!C 
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November 23, U48 

. Mr.· ¥.:rnest Stlaeeny 
World' Jew1 eh Congress

· c/o· elv. SupplJ Diy. 
USACA ~ U8FA . !. 


'. APO 7'17, e/oP.M•.,N.X., N.Y. 


DearNr~St1aSsfty, 

· 1.·... Jus~ re.ce1ved lOUr cable ot Nov. 20 and your letter ot· .. 

l~ov. 17. ,I must 981 that there Iq,ust be'sotftethlng wrong with .' 

the 11a1sonbetweea YOll and Dr. Loe..,'. While you '0l8111 'that 

'the request tor1ihe extens.lon. of the ThIrd Re8$ltu:t~on.La.:· 

· wasretueed., Dr. Loew1 wrOte me 011 Nov.' 14 that a speola~ , . 

.oommlttee was appa1nted tostud1.the qu~~t1oJ\ ll.'1d to decide· .... 

w1 thin a 1'91'. dqs (I dcnot)flUtow as ,., whether 'auah a 
 i 

deCision was taba). The. 'sue holds ''tru.e of aotion a loU! ... · .... 
· clamor. tor act10n on tP;e part or ,the WJO; howe.ver, Dr. Loe.",. 
wrote ...·shoul.d 'take no aotion unless' he tells us .to doaG'··'·. 
(h~eveJ\' pro.m18.ed..to aend .. acable l't action 4.pP..ears ."rsen.'.i).• 
On the baslsot.7oupreques' Mr. Eas1;erman oa'bled IOU. {a., ..... 
lO\l·lndlcatfi)an.d aslled ..'0 do .the same. . We had: to rep(),. .. ' 
that we were advised to was't. Allthia leads tocrontuslon• .:,'· 


.'.1, wou~d the.retoreadvise ,outo discuss, the matte~ nth .jbt.; 

Loewy and lntol'll ua at oDoe what we are supposed to dO., 


2. The proble81~t the 'loan 18 aV8P1 1mportant 1 'sm" "l. 

· complete17 ata loas to unders1:and wh;v this m&tt~r wa~.ep1!··

seere' trom 1qu. ·It seems: to methS.t the Jo,1nt .i.world., "., 


! under falsea.sumptlt;,ns. , sineath" deol elon has befell tall$Ii"·• 

.,1 l"egardlD1 the ~.lpment otmaeterless properties to Jfi•.';',; ..."..,.,.,'",'~"" 

'he~e, 18 no leglll basi8to grant a loan to the Ienlt. "'1' 
seems. that the Au.8t,r1anOovemmeilt is not taltlngveI7
1" promlses made' bl various minlsters and that - what 

· ·knew .earller-, there 1allo reliance on assuranoes.slvea 1)1them. . . . '. . . . . . 

3. It 1s oorrect that Prot. Haber promised to go to Vienna 
01' to send Ji4aJ.KJman there. I kno1J tbat he is a 8.1401l! ." .. ' .. 
vls1tor lnAustria. but do not·know the reason. It .18 n,.'·:~r< 
possible that he is relua'tant .to go tor the reaSons liveD .. 

· IOu.' It might, however,' be due to his preoooupation Wlt~ .'~.,--"", ...... "., 

,(,J:rGqq~ 
.\- "tY~;J~'i~~>;:;~,,~:~;~~\..~;;}...; ~,J.,.;~," 

http:pro.m18.ed
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situation in GermaAl. TheZe11she1m stor, is not lnCUoa'~~.,,',: 
ot Me lntluenoe beoause th~ eVBcuatl0,notth1s oamp ,was 
agreedUpon',b1,all persons 1nvolved long ago. ' 

, !lopins '0 hear trom 1011 ver7 800n, I am" 
. . I ~' , 

Wlth kindest re,gards to lour family a.nd you1"Sel,;~, 

Xours sincerel" 
,I 
" 

, q , 

Hei~em1ah ,Rob1nson 

NRIls' 

" 1 

, ,I 

1i7016" 

'W!:,c:,c..4~;"', ..! 
" .,.~ ,F ,,-:•• ~... ''''''''!+'~'f1I'i.4~~~':'v~,•.i~,::~~,-,:E:;j'~L-\~,::,~i'J-~:.!'·' ,:\:~,:+~~·r~( 
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NOvemDeI' la, 1948 
\ , 

ar. ilrnes' atla.s.D, 

World Jewish Congressi 

aeltenstetteng8s,. 4 :, 

Wiera, 1 III, At.l8'trla 


~earMr. atl•••.,. 

Man1 'hanks tor Four letter of Oct. 27. 

1. 1 aBre.· wi th YOll tull, Oft the Moessl " to take aotlon 011 
.. 	 ~.8t1..tloD in Austrla•. TheN are. bow.....r. a fe" points

wbloh I tlaftt lOU to oonsldert 

(8) SO.8 tlme 880 tlie ooopeNt'ag J.wlsh organizatlons 
hact a 41scussionon the situation lnAustr1a. Mr. Joel 
'laoher, the Legal OOW'llel tor the Jolftt lnIi.urope.· was "Ie.,.., 
aggNsslve and Iqpated. prompt actlon. Untortuftate17, he 
oould not tell ..S .hat actloft cou14 l»e etfeotlve. It is 
obYlo11S ,.bat his propos.lto Inatruct the Judges b, a olJ'OU­
181....f tileMln1s'J7 :ot Justice woula. provoke all undealr&\ble 
rea.tlon, 'e8pe01&111 ~" wlth the eleotions oomlng soon•. Dr. 
(laue, .a chairms. of ~e Supreme Commisslon, oould do a lot 
but 	h' I.s apparentl, aot ver.r eager to act. . 

.. - 1 tMuD' the Mill' • ., o"t ot this Eli tuatlQn would be to 
. , have. t.he idnl.trles l".s"e aD laplellental7 decree &8 waS en.,.l­

sae;e.. ln the bellanlag ot 1947. AS rou probablJ know, MaJ. 
Hlmaa suO!D1'ted at that. tll1e a raemoraB4wn to Gen. He,es 
(wM.oh lhad prepared) aDd the AmerloaD& and Sritl sh l'eoommend.­
194 8voh a decree "b..nth. la'" oame up ln the AlUed Counoll ... 

-I do not know .bether tbe USA Element.ould stl11 support It, 
but such a decree oould. help very oons14er~bl, also 1n av014­
lngdel.,a. 

IX (b) !tou know that Dr. Loew, wae concerned about the taot 
that he bad no support from Prot. Haber's offlce. Although
MaJ. Hyman prom1eed me aeYeral t1mes to tskean lnterest in 
J\ustrla, be Dever came to implement 115. ,1 reallze that he 18 
terrlbll busJ, but be surel, oould spare a tew days tor this 
lmportant matter. 

I suggested to our organlzations to put pressure on Prot. 
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, 	Haber Inth1s ,respeot. We met '11 th him Just a tew dars ago and I 
took advantage of suggestIng a trip to VlenDa tor this purpose. He 
pP01D1sedtodoso.l hope, he w111 keep the promise. If he (or Maj.
RJaan)ooaee down. 1t will be Dr. Loe.,·, and lour ~'1fteBS to 
la400trlnate him and to see to 1t ,.bat an effeot1ve memorandum 
be,8ubsaltted. lou could alao try to see Messrs.F1g1 and Krauland, 
espeo1aalJlt frot. Haber goes dowa blaself. 

(0) Under tbe desoribed oonditlons I belleve 1t i8 a 11ttle' 
p1"ema"'" 10 wnte the "Q~ested off1c1al letter b,y the Hea.dquarters,
lAoless lOU teel, attera disouss1on, w1 th Dr. Loewl, that)1t should 
be done. 	 ' 

, I, as,sWle the IslNlt ~. meaawb.11e taken certa1n steps to impress 
',upC)ft th. authoritle8 the necesslty ot appropr1ate aotion.' 

'8. Maft7 thaalta fOI'\he l1et of pel"1od1,oalsaad orian1zations, as , 

,w.ll aa tor the 8ubsor1ptlon to the eNeues Oesterreloh," the 'W1ener 

,Kvlep' aDd. the .-Monataber1ohte. - The question of the 1946 aDd 194' 

~ lelNe VIlli have to be deterred IOUWbat. 

3. 1 appreclate the address of the Jewlab real estate agent•.D14 lOU 
l\lOoeed 1n setting In.tormatlon about Dr. Kooke1s'? 

Bestregarda to Jour \tife, daughter 
antt yourself. 

Yours verr slncere1" 

Ne"mlab Rob1nson 

Klllls 

1J.7018 

/}J!C Ctf3 

.1 
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December 1, 1948 

Mie. Myra Becker 
OongresJulf liond1al 
37 1 Q4a1 'Wilson 
Geney., Sw1tzerland 

Dear Miss Becker, 

lhave10ur two lette;rs dated Nov. 25; one addressed 
to me personally (re restitution law in the U.S. Zone of Ge~ 
JlS.Il1) and the otherto the Institute (£!"Ujelet"). 

1. Kindly tntcrm Mr. Scm t zer that the que s ti on of axten d1 ng
the deadline under '\;he restitution law 1n the U.S. Zone ot 
Germany has been under oonsideration here•. It appears, how­
ever, that the authorities are strongl,. oppoaed,to the extension. 
011 the basis thereat some o'rganizatlons appear to be "tiling to 
renounce OD &\ formal reques't, but "~' de not agree with them. 
I amtrling to oonvinoe the organ1zations that a, request for 
extension has to be sul;>ml tt,ed ataflY rate; there were enough
arguIlleAts tor this request in addition to those mentioned in 
Dr. SeMitze:fs ooDUD.Wl1oatlon. As soon as the a1 tuatlon 18 
olari1'iedI shall cornmunlos.te wi thyou aga1n. 

2.. I agree wi th lOU that one aop1 ot "U jelet II suffices for 
our Institute. However, +wouldstillpreter to reoe1ve both 
copies tobe1n 8. position "of ma1ling one of them to Rabbi 
'lsher. He'18 our expert OD Hungarian arta1rs and 1s m.ov1ng
out of town.' , 

With kindest regards, 

S1noerely yours, 

Nehemiah Robinson 

NR:ls 

1J.7019 


http:cornmunlos.te


Deoember 2, 194B 

Dr. pa.ul Waie 

55/11 Houte de Frontenex . 

Geneva, Switzerland 


Dear Dr. Weis, 

Z rece1ved 1n due t1me your letter of Nov. 6. 

I wanted to answer .1t at once, but could not obtaiu 

for you the requested oopies of oarblll introduoed 1n the 

SenJlte.I asked for Sot eveJ7Where and was flnall, promised

several copies. Unfortunatel, the,hs.ve not yet arr1 ved and. 

I.d oompel~ed to tell you that 1 will m.all them to you b1 

separate mall. 


1. Conventlonon Missl.l1g iersons 

'I attach berew~~h aoopl of o~r comments on the draft. If 
10U subm1tted 1n the lieanthe your Observations on the draft' 
of theSecretariat~ ltindl7 mdl. us a cop1. 

2. Helrlefl';prQPer1!1 
.' . . 

.1 agree "ithloUf~il1 that the enactment of some klnd ot 

;:Legislation S.n :the~SA is ,8. ?ond.1tl0 s1ne gua nOD t9r aotloD 

elsewhere. 'fhi.s was the maln reason tor., proposal to deal 

tlrstwl:th vested property, withouta~altlJlg an ove:r-.a1.1 So'lu­

'. 	 tlon. . It 1s11lntortunate that the b1ll could not have reached 
the House in time, butwe';'ll "introduoe theb1ll, wi thou' 
OD,ansel, In Januarl and hope :toge,qu1ck aot10n on 1t.. 

3. Nat10na;L1tl.ot retry••! from Austr1a 

,I "alii look1J\gfor flgures relatlng to the number ot Austrian 

refugees abroad.. Idisoussed th1s problem with Dr. Karbachwho 

11 famillar wlth the matter. He told me he be:J.1eved tha Austrian 

authori1;ies.possessed all aVailable ·mater1al, s1nceall the 

Austrians 10uf refer to have been reg1stered with the onsulatea. 

We are tr11ng to obtain from oth.er souroes some figures on the 

numberslnvelved.ShGuld we succeed, I 91111 Bend you the figures. 


4. Your property In. Vienna 

D1dDr. Kieve suoceedin receiv1ng the support of the Brit1sh 
authoritles? 


. W1 t.h klndest personal regards I I am, 


Very slncerel, yours,
NB:l. Nehemia Robinson 	 "!.•* ~' •. r, '1 u~ 

.L.! j ... l.:I U p '" .•

WJC.C-'1'l.> 
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. December 3,. 1948 . 

. . 
; Mr.· A. Eaeterman . : \ . 

World Jewlsh 'Congress 

55 ,New.,Oavend1,sh street ' 


, LOndon, W!t1, Great Brlta1n 


, ,!)e,~rM~. "Eastermaa, 
, . 

'liany thanks tor 10u.r l,etters of Nov. 24; and ,28 relatlnc 
. to'. helrlee~propert7 In Gre:eoe. . ', 

.. '. . '. ;.... . ' ',' 

%Ou:r18tter of NoV. 26 oanoels ln, faotmost of the"• ,oon tents of. the ' earlie l' oC:>JDDl\lnloatlon. 'It 1t' has .been agreed
tb4tMr. 118_1' ehou1dgoto' Athens, 'there 1.noth1ng we . " 
ooulddoabout '1t. "'~wlng, Mr~··. 1i~lsoher, .·1 amposl t1 VEl that, . 
he, will not be !ii' passlve researcher Dut will actl,v8l, deal' , 
wlth all :'auth9rl~ies lnvolved.lie ls vfiJrl energetic and wlU 
not :leave '81l1'stone untouohed.Bul he wl1l .dealwlth the . ,'. 
problem on his own and lOU should Aot expecthlm to give the ' 
World Jew1sh Congress too much cred1ttor anythlng (th1s1. 
tor ,our confldential lntol'lllAtlon).· . I would therefore be- . 

· lie...e that:i t would be extremely lmportaht that tou go down' .' 
, 11', you. only can. . ,1 ' . . , 

'. . .'. '" . 1'; ,.." " " ," : 

As to the merits of the case, I think 1 wro.te 70U al­
l readJ that there, ls, torq .mlnd,no c~~e of settling thi. 
problem on our terms. . ,Th1s means that webaveto approaoh
the Greek Qovernmentwltb a comprOmlse ,proposal, leavln8 ,. 
thElma. part ot thehelrles.' properties, .11l the torm- ot- 1t • 
posslble - a grant bl the Jew1sh OOJQlUrUt1 to otherwarvlc-" 
tlms~ Such a proposal would malntal-Il 1ntact theprlriolple 

· we al'e tlghtlngtor but _. ,the Govemment more accessible 
to 'our dem8.llds.. I would s\lggest 70U d1s0\1ssth1s approaoh.
wl th . Dr. Schwarz and!- get Ms reactlon.·· .,• . . . 

. The ,two other.' problems dealt wi ~.ln Mr. Ben Rubl's 
memorandum areyer, lmpol'tant ones,,' The 'luestlonof assets' 
belonging to Je"ish oommunlt1es-could be solvedon11 on the 
same,basls as the 'problem of helrlesB'property. '.D1~teren1; 
is the third questlon~ In 'this matt.r we should make no' 
concessions slnoethls lsa questlon ot'prln61ple ln whloh . 
nocompromlses are 'posslbl~ wlthout lnJuring the rightsot
Je'lls anywhere" Some tlme ~o the Union requestedml oplnion,

· abOut the proper way to deal wl th. such cases and I' have· not 
.heard anjcompla1nts about it. I belleve It.would be verJ 

"'. ," 

',. ' 

': .. :>~ 

.. 

. '. t. ­

. ',;. 

..' 



- sa - '., 

useful it the lJJl1on. had written to us in il'$ater detail ". 
·$,bout.. th1a prOblem 'slnceI have. dealt' wl'thsuoh problems.' 

. lnmaD7 lnst~oe8 and \,eoou.ld submit. to the Greek Go~ 
vernment or the G~eek Embassy here a well substant1ated 
dooument with su.ggestions to deal with th-e diffioulties 
involved. 

. W1th 
.' 

k.lndes t re~ards • 

, . .Very. slncerel, lOurs,' 

Nehemiah Roblnson 

\:~; 
.:: 

'..;:~... 

p.a~ '. 	 Mr. Ben Rub1. est1mates the value ot the 2,,500 . ,;r 
Jew1sh heirless propertlesat 2.50,000 gold po'-de. ,::'::;}~. 
This would mean an !.3,Verage of. lOQpounds pe:rpropez..,tf:f
aqultesmall amoWlt per un! t. Is there.ani wayto':<,·oX. 
verlfJ this .information?L 



..,: '.: 

" De&~l:~ Dr. L! Dan, 
. .' . 

. 

1 •. I 'h,avtayr.;,ur letter of Nov. ·P5relatlng to the r!f'qu~st 
tor conies of all polltiolil metnOrandB, eubmltted. b1 the · 
WJC. ! 8.eked ~:)ur !?rch1ves :md. the sec:r~ltar1at 'of the' Polt­
t1ce.l Dep~},,...tment tc m~l11 rou the: rfJqt.t'8te~, copler, assoeft . 
as! pose1ble. Kindl.y· ~.cknQwle(lg'9' rect'1pt. . . 

. . \ . . 
. . .' , '. '.. . ., . 

2~ I . g,fj!;ume .Pl'. 'R1fgner lr, still, 1n Pari9.' Ie.,m· th~refore.. 
.ask1ng ;rout-c'iilvestie:~t9 tn.e fol'.low.1ng~attert 

.. Ae.loU . know t many Je"ta IromF..uJtel"nEurope b..!'!d 
depoelts and other assets in eVils,s'b,~nks !iJld. trustee Mtrlnl 
ot~be8eJ.eWfij wsrek11::ted. In. £0lil& CaE&S there me:1 be h.e:lrs . 

. . whQ de not ltnow or tM,asaete lr:;ftJ 1n other-instances. no " '. 
heirs n.re e.l:lve a.ndthe pl"'Opertl must be. (u',ms':del'ed maE,terless.' 

. A portion. Q~ .thes.l1~s~ts was...tre:nsterre.d. bl the Swi D.B banks'· . 
to the USA as ntlmbered aOcounts (x-acoounts'.. •. All these . 
nceounts are a.t present froz,eJl(blocked) here and 'rl:th1n a '., .. 
tlhort '. whIle, m,:, be vestedb,· the.Offloe QfAllen·Prop.ertl. , . It 
the ownerot. a vested property will "0' g,ppearwlth1n the.·' 
prel1c;rlbed time, it ",1Ubeoonflsoated a~enem1prop~rt1"· 

. We are now :wO,.ltlft@;onlfu,,'le.lat1on which Yro,uld 'mt\)te A:val1-.· ...•..... 
able fo:r . Jew! sh purpO'ses uqclai:medtorelgl'l. aseetsof Jews 1n" '. 
this oountr,. However, 1ft the oaseot numbered 8000u8t8 we are 

.taced 'Ill ththe . lmposs1blUt, of proving. the Jewlilh owrutrsh1p, . , 
unless the' Swiss banks. are willlng 11o tUvulge the name otth. 
owncr•. They refueeto do so at present, although it is,pro..... 
.a:ble tbat, .unde~th, threat of cOfrf'lsea~loDt the owners will 
come t.orward w1 th the name••. In tb.ed1scuss1ons we eonduo.te4 

. with $wlss representatives the,. were of the oplll1on that the .. ' 
banks' Dl8.JiDa t eel .. to' .be free to 41ruge 'the name' of .the .owneJ!' ' . 
of a.n account, .1t:he 1:s des.4 -their obUgatlQn to secreo7 41.- . 
apfr:rlng w1th hls dllHlth.i This Woulclml'all that tney might be " 

. wi '. ng totellu& whether poissone, whose Dames we wl1l8\lbmtt, 
bavfi&COounts lnthelr'Danks, ldentltle.bleelther 'bJ thelr.name· 
or by a number. However, 1n order to do' SO, we need names of 

'. 


I 

mailto:wO,.ltlft@;onlfu,,'le.lat1on


JewlJ troUl Oant::,"al ai';!!~astt.n:·n ~Ul>OPd who QuulJ be presuilJed to hEt'''''''' ~': 
aS~f!tt9in B~'ltz~rlllnd but 61·1 not ol!11m theul until now,or art.!! .Ki10n·· 
to have diaappt.!u.red. 

'l:~l1s 1.l3 u ci.1rri..c'I..ut. ta~k. 1 th,,,HAi$Uti il; llii~hli oe pO~$lb.Le 
to diseuss thie problem wi th repr~gent!1t1 ves of the Swiss. Jewish' .•. 
COIlUllQn1.tie., lOaal lal'lyers 01;' ageilts (who J.:61'e engtlged inestabl1.ah.1D8 
1l\lCoWlt6 .CfT ~1.ci;ed it;.B trustees) and reoe1Ve from tberr f':H:C5:t€,:o'E.ltlons·. " 
ho~ tc·ls':..l 'N1tils.f::;,.uI'.1..ng 3\.U:~.tl llames. i;i'uVlou,sly, eV61"yth1nf:; should" 

. be purely' eA1;;16rato:~7s.nd lR!o:rmal. . 

.:tt:rout6€11 yoou CWlnot 
, 

handl.e tb1$1 
. 

matter, kin.dly ,~.alc Dr. 

1;..J.,cb ........ t"·, \IO.~t;;~,'"'~4··.... 1't...t.o .,. • "'v, you ......... .... GI.I:a., ~ 6A. ViA. ~ '.r"..l ...... "fttp,
U \'!'"'ulr~ \W ....., ''''',·:,,''1''';'''-'.. < d"::,,~'l,:,,,~t',h it We.,- !.r"'O- '0''''' ",,,,,v',"U'C'" ";"6"'8' alftl, 

to t;acboslovak ;Jewr:? . . . . . .' 

Klndly1nl'0l1!l rL~·f""hout .rOtlr:;,ttltllde Snd.PQ~r1bl1:ties a,s 

&Qon ci:S :pOSiJiblG. 'H~ }",.;;('\1.-, to ,Slot i"sl:rc, otherwise. we may 1m ~v•. 

to leavetbo m~ttte.r to Qthe!~!'I! .. 


. .~~. ':; 

,'.- .NR:ls , . 

. . . . 
1 ": .!,,~~, r'~' ',1')' "/:
.LJ.llJ,:...,4 

http:eA1;;16rato:~7s.nd
http:3\.U:~.tl
http:pO~$lb.Le
http:ci.1rri..c'I..ut


Dr. If,, F..ltl1 enenf ela. 
v~vr.1,6. J ew1~h C\.)ilgrefl$ .. 

· 65, . ~e~ CavEl·:r.d.1sh Street 
Lc:wlon ;'!.1, G;'(;~,tUrlta11'1 

.De.~u:' Dr•. .e1enonfeld, , . , 

. J~!! you l::now, ·the local Je?l1uh orianlzat1one have. Deel) '. 
· working on.·17!g1s1~t1on to seoure ht·,:1rl~Rs <.U1(1, uncl.aimed Jew.tab. 

funds 10 t.liiB (Xi Uiltl"j' iQI' Jewls.bpu.rposes. . W'elntroduoed 1ft 
Ml in the Congres3 '.q tl!1l whlch:pf.::t~;:::t~o. the ;::'~.'n!i<t,e; .1';; 'was, '. 
haw frVf;; 1". heli.t ur- in the· House un.til it recedeclaOd fell Under-'ll.'; 

· table. :' JJH~,C!'ding tt) the rules c,f the C(.'rlll'i"~'{~St it ·luue't be l"e­
In.tl··O'~;;'H:::i· .~t2 if 1 t had never been bu!ore 1. t. ~re will do so 
in J f;:YiUe..ry" . . ". . 

. ::'.:~. 

. ..1"\:)1" obv1ou~ .rees~n~~ th'e bi1.1 enn (h~t;\l Qnly w1tll.v~~ted p~;y 
p~rl'1.a.G, i. e .. prope.t'ties tak~n over };>y the O:f.floe ot Ali.enPro- •..• ;'..:;~:; 

· l'erty . " Ad '".~''''' !r.-.ow tb'" I"'ro"'~ ,..,,"" 1"'1",,\,,,,,,4 i~"l r,·r·'on.-,>,,,,·t'V', 1;>l'.""~ 'on'-'J ·~"'';o1... d .......... ::".'.,. .... .«w .,,,,,,\.4 0: .•\It:;; •..~. Ol{it, J_ V_•• ~,.j",.::;.;~ J';' ."'~-.II)~ .L,., . ~.~~.•.•,~:<"a..a.... 
· (fr<>zenJ.·· i'ne pl'$~ant J}ltlns a.:re· to tl'eaall bloak,ed property 11; ',{; 
ltcan be. provent4~l1at no@nem;r .1nt6!'e~t is iJ1'101'Jed. It in expec~{ 
ed th.at. ;,11 Eia eets not <lebAoclted, until.the e~d of t,hls1earfilU.·',;A;; 
be veete;cipl tUe Qfficeof/;.11ep )!'rop!')~y, lJut the ov'uHrwill"· .;.1:. 
in a po:S:ttion ,t(~· .n:;f;;8.in ltpy p.r'C:v1ug his non....eru.~811 character.. · 

ao 1'&,1" 80 fi;iJCid. Til!; reald11'f1uultiee arise in rflgard tc 
thEt numottred Swiss' &\eoourits. (r:o-oal1~H:1, X"'f~.C(!OU1'!ts). !!'.he Swiss'. 
b~.mk,.s ,b,JH'e !'efU5E:<l ~mti.l now to .give out the names of the, Qwnere o"t; 
nv.mbered.QoOounte,ole2.mlng thl.t thE'1 ar. bound to secreey by '. \ .. ~.i 
th€:1 rcl.ien:ts. Wel'l9Sume that when tAla otlnersare l"&aed w1 thtihe',::< 
threat 'ut detlnite oon!lsoat'.on" most o·t them. will cO,l.Ile out 1ntJ'l4f'\: 
Opell. After that there may. remftl.n meetly only'propert1eaffo'r. ' . ~ 
;;111011 il0. cldmant 1s avallable•.1. O~ f),aBets 'which belonged to ex..... ~: 
term1nated JeWel. ..However, under present regulat10ns th1B w111. take; 
at oost, two 'ye~rB, .which "'QuId Ulf7l1n that we would have to '121.1 t· 

· th.:}.t long until .any prQc~dur•. could .be in.1tiated 1n regard to 
these num~)~:red aQcoWlte.. . 

In ollril1ec~as1onsw1 th Swiss :repre'aentat1V'BS they su.ggea~:eAi,' 
that the banke.. might be wIlling to 11ft t.beve11 of secreoy 11\ .•. :.c 
lndlvl*dual oases, 1. e.' the, Il11.gbt be prepared to l1'1dloate1Vh4if~her. >'c' 

a gl Yen parson bas a numbere'! aOQountlnth1s oou.!ltry, provided, 
the r:el'EOn is .dead. 'Fhe problem ls to t1nd such names. It 'ls 
probable tbat pr1vate' bankers .. la.fera. trustees and agent. kIlO•. 

. such n~e~. Would lOU believe that there. 19 a chance of gettl118 
.. ..~ ,. ..~ 'r,. ~);.r::; j I f ........:'.~., 
..&.. • , .. V·~".';V 

http:oon!lsoat'.on
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11s ts of pl"Ooa'ole· ow.ners otaaseta in·· Sel tzerl$,nd. froma!ll 
or.~flnil7.atlon"l .\.!'t~ thl:2':i."E! t"tny 1IerSOni:!- you. f ef:;l 'fl'e c.ou,ld or 

,'shot;lld approaohln. Swl tzerl.&n or elsewhere? H9..ve youan1 
ethel" 8ugg(1~tion' wh~rl?by suei1. list,~·· ovtll(l lie c·o1.o1p11ed.'I. 

I would app:reci:lte vfj.r;;y ll.H)oh. '3.fiy In.!'O:-1I:i';-:.t:. :)!,L . YG:\.i 
.Jaaybe ,able to give' US· 1n the above matter• 

.liU th lt1ndest regard!.' 

Ve~ slno6re17 yours. 

. .. '." , ; . . 
l :. ..... 

Nehem1ah .Robinson' 

, .~ ..' 

; , 

• 




Deoember 21, 1948 

Dr. Paul Wels 
ti6/I1 Route de Frontenex 
Gen\ve, Swltaerlaa4 

Dear Dr. We18, 

kill thanks for lour letter of Dee. 15.' 

1. .lr1e88 propenl 

The Consr••••••t. 1ft Janya,.,. We _111 relntroduoe 
the bl11 at the earUeet pos8t.ble mOlient, but lt IIlQ' take' 
tl•• untl1 lt paa••s both Jousea. 

I am glad lOU recelved the bill because there 
aeeato be no spare coples ava.11alale here• 

..It 18 not "hell¥ correot that Mr. Isellb6:rgh drafted 
the 1411 Oft bella1t .f the Department .f Justlce. thad 
quite a 41ffloult tl.e lnoODvlnolns b1m to drat'_lt a81t 
ls now. Conflden'lau." the ldea of ~. 1411 aad.the approach 
were mine. We ha4,. however, to. depeD4 Oil Mr. lsenb&:rgh for 
the tecbnloa1 drAtuas. fhe bill was not introduoed };)1 the 
Depar'ment of Justice, alU1oug.b\le ••uld bave preferred t.bis 
prooedure. the purpose waa, however, to get ln a 'b1l1 wblch 
would Dot be 418avowed b7 the Government. 

2. 00nvent10n on .8811\1 Peril) n8 

I received thaobseI'Vat1ons of the 1.RO aDd Bent 10U 
our OOlllleats • 

.3. If.tlonalltl of rety!!* trom AIIstrl~ 

Dr. (arbaoh wl'Ote to a number of persona to obtain 
the requested information. As. soon AS the ADswers are bere, 
I 1'1111 oOJBJmlnJ.oate wlth ,OU. . 

Best reg~rds, 

sinoerel, youre, 



, -;'r, 

i 

, ':,':, 
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.M. !~11Ycd 1'1 CAHN-liE.8Hi: :'\ 


Congrlts J\d.f Mondlal 

~8, .AYe ~$S C.b;~p~, E11"sEJe.$ 


, Parie S-eme, It'''rano'e 

, fie.Sir !~r. '0aM-J)$bN, 

': ,l~,:at '5eptember, in i'~l'1:s, .you told me that 'thtl p'rob16Dl q.t':',: 
he1rl'fi a~ Jewish property in ,Ii ranee Was' lnv6stlgated, 8Ild tound~, ·":,' 
to 'be'(!Jf I1ttle,lt all7,1.mt..rQtar1ce, and that the Jewleh 01'8a- ',:~ 
n1tatlonswere, ther~f.or!9 lU'iwlll11l1 to undertake,aotlon tl)ft' t.b18 ' 
matter., 

, Aoeo:rd1ngtoth1e artlcle ,the Cetltre de Dof,)Umentatlon.t:~~·; 
Contemr.;OJ'i;lire 'ln~astlgatetl these propi.n~t.1.e!! end in is possessio.'", 
Qf over 27.t 000 doeslers!or Faria only.. The, Centre, with the, '.,' 

/ f:)\sulst£iin.ce 9f the QRIF, it'! t!¥.lng !!t\t~p!l, to consel.'V~: these prop$J'tlL
/- unt1l such time .aa the-i'1t~rlltment 1!,111 enuottbe law provided' :tfl)~/ 

in 'th(e ordinance of Apr11 21, ,1946. ' 
, 	 ' 

I WOUld, appr~clil.te v(j):c1 illuchYQur oomments on th1Bma.'te~.": 
Itther€:tXlrt l~oo'Jl'reot·(l.U1d,>l'(do not sa" how, they oould have, ,. , 
lnven ted it, eGpeql~l.Ial!;l~ew,~t'HH·e, told alread7 1ft DecembeI'U4ll' 
bl t)le Chlef ot the::~~'~:p..'l¥fl;Bection trAt t.be' Centre had copi,jis, 
of all the tiles}, tb.e'wJO should not dt idle aDd walt untll\lle"­
01';.19' bas COmB out w'ltll acthm." I "dO' not propose as let' conc.rete,,' 

, 	st!fpa but it wO\11d Bap.mtome,'that w~shouldappro~ch the Fr$J'i~, 
authorit1eepG/u1bl1 througb the em\:m~BleBln W~'ieh1ngtoft ud Loa@l;. 
all,! r-eq,uest them to ,implement the decree of Apr1l £1,' 19,45~, If I.;:: 

, not IfJrong, theParllament adopted at that time aresolutlon (wh1;Ob 
remained in the minutes) "calling tor, a epec1al,tuncl to deal with . ' 

,81.lch }:.ro.p~rtl,ep. We COuld well base' otlr request thereon. KlI'idl1:; 
sen(i me !1. CO]),., of the minutes contain1ng thl, resolution. 

" " 

,Best regards, 

Yours very e1 nc~relJ. ." 

,NRtle 	 ()JJC c.l{1> " Nehem1&l1 Ro}:)1neon 
". '" ':, • , , . I' 
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}jiss f;·rl1 rl~yBe:t11VJ.n , 

l\rf\iH'1Qan' ~le~l~hCongrfisfl

5212 Wilshire Boul~.,a.r4 

Lor;; ,::,tlfs,~lGJ:) 36. l;al•. 


D,ear ~ft.1slll~I'fuan•. 

Mr. (;'rol1llMO.&tl iti!isSed on' to me )"ourl~'ter of Dec .. ! ~" 
in a f..D411m Mos.b.enb6H'i. 

'Ju:~r4g il"Olti'the iitt&.cj\ed ol';.rde,· the tawily moahenbexag .. 
lived 1n K1elce. It ·.bas '0 be 1188ul'tt.ed, tJ16reio:re, thattbelr 

. prop~:rtl, lfthere Y:&\8. one. we,s the r9. . 

'Italght h,avebeen poeelblerte try to trace this 

propel-til t . butth(t 4@!~al~ne .tor riling cl.fl.lm.e under thePol1ah 


"reut1tu.tl.on law exp11"ee 011 .Dea.31. W~req,uar;ted ·An extension, 
but do I'lOt knew wheth~r ltw111 b@ gr!'.nt(f.d. . 'I'here waf bet .' ". 
a potHBlb11tl ot ole.1m1llS t.b.t\! property&tter the; expirat.ton of,· 
the AeadUne t.'U t 1 t would. 1nVGll1l!~ -1:1.8 dt)ea tbJ!t ;p~oedul"e.Wld.,..·, 
reetjotutlon iaw ... expenses. It"M.I'S. Gell(U9 16 unabl.E'I to Pa1": .', 
the'se 6xpenege, 1 t. mak8S no sen$$ to enqu1rfJ oOout tlie prope...-,.•. '· 

.lti6~R. G~ller 1Ju1sta on trn,clngthe property regardle:e.'· . 
of -bat WEiS 9&ld, she oould..,,1"1 te to' tbe I'fQjp..t(:o~lte' ZrdC)l1ek1 .. 
111 IU.1'910'& whioh ."rote· heron th.e prevloue oQnas1ons. Should" ... · 
sn. IU?t 9uo()eed,. we .'. aJal try to do. sothrQUgh Wars.aw. 

Sinoerel), JOUl'D, 

Nehemlah Robln$cn 

! 
! '. 
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Apr1l lQ, 1948 

DI'. .M81nhold IUilSb... 

llaria. 'fhrealastr. U 

I4Wlloh, GermaDJ 


Deal' :Or. Nassbaus, 
, 

I' la'o-4aI Ill....... real" alaee I wrote ,011 la8t. it

tel.· &1sGlit .l.evea_atlas tor ..., 1,tte1" at AprU16, 1947 to 
:reaoh you•. 1 bop. our oorrespondence wUl tria now o. be 
a more regul.ar oae. . 	 . ' 

. . . . . 

¥aIq ibank.'or ,be ~nfoNatlon contained 11l 7,,111'

letter of Maroh? I would 11k. to answer the po1nts referred 


.10 \;1 ,OU as tollows I. 	 . . 
. 	 . . 

. (1)A8 lOU p:ro1>abl,. know alrea.41, there 1s.e~,.erl reason 
to lJell.eve:tbat'.. .,.wleA Reet1tution ,QOmmi••10B tll11 ,1M able 
to Ilelllllt. aotlvltles aCUUl •. Ia••wne.;yo'ti.i8.N In aonstant, 

.·to.ollwl.h 'Mr....OD .aad know that tbedea41ook'll&.S brokea· . 
··noe.tl,'and. uta,'a.t is' exPe.ted. ttuL' Ott,,- 'Q"",wUl.appolnt

tae lac ve." e.o.' a8 the l1\loo."or orgaua.t!'oll t~r Jew1s. .
proper".. . ' ' 	 . '.'',' , 

'. ,'(2), _.14 appreo1ate ve-q mach l!lOU could. give me' 
·4..talls OD ,he RUEDer of 01&1JB8.. tUed aad··sQt·loa .taken on them. 

We veN'o14 that .., tho.ul"" were 8111Blt;te4andOthers are 
.~a .the process or belagtlle4. CaD..e do .Eihtt.h1ng trell here' 

(3)Aa ,ou know, the law tOr the _lt1.8h~<?ne,.ha8 not yet
.' ,. not been ··eaaot84. 1 waslatormed contlden'''al1,''that the drat. 
': 	 pnpareci., tbeall1tar1 authorltle8 WIJI .o,:.~a4tha:"he Forelg• 

..' '.' Ott108 hat. to retlln 1t for redrafting. 1·.hope we ,,1;11 be able. 
to .•.ee the Dewdratt soon.;,... · 

",::.. ," 

(4) The 81tua'tloD in the Frenoh Zone::;ls vert d1Ifl.oult. 
··'e here and the frenoh org8.n1 sat10118 1n Parli(made··representa- . 

·.'loNl to theau:thor1tles 00neeJIll.", butlt SIEnDS "i~h~t the 'Freno~ 
.. ocollpation allihorltl•• are .1111ft! to make .onif m1nG~ oonces81o~ 

We are oont1a1J1ng to preas tor a_Ddaents desp~ts t,he11ttle .,:
hopes' tor 81100.... . . 

(6) I reoeived from 1IIlr. Beho7er 8omet1J.Be ~oa dratt of ..,," . 
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a law for the Russian zone and. senth1m. Ill, remarks thereon. There 
18 sOlie oonfuslon a8 to tbe author1t7, reeponslble tor this, dratt: ' 
1I0lle belleve lt has been done by a prlvate person. ' ' 

. "",' ,'(6) ,~was informel tbat the Mag1strat of the'91t, of 118r111l 
adopte" a blll, butwaa assured that the Vi representat1vesw111
Dot agree to 1t. X .usgested laat ,ear to pJ'Ooee4 1&, 'tarl11\ ~ the 
same wa, as was dOlle 1n 'rance and Austria, v1s. to 'besla·.1 tll 
tlie least oontroYere1a1 propert, aDd lt seems thathlr~ MaSOA now 
1'..1&1'4S th1s posalbl11t7 as 1ihe onlJ Ghana. to achieve eoa. 'agree­
lIent .' '" 

, . ", " . 

;,(I!'n ,1. had SOlie dratts of the In4em.n.S.tloat1oDX'iaw tor the US ' 
.Zone bUt bay•• not heardabo..t lt slnce 'l\l1'. a whU.~I would ' , 
I+ppreolate.the .1ast, wording an"d, 1t possible, latormatlo~ C9ncern1ng,
the envlsagedprogres.. ' ,,' ; , 

" ' 

, '., "'(8) "have not a.ea as,et the dratt otaa;tncl••ltloatloD Law 
for ,the> 'renoh ~one~ As lOU .lgl••, ,he tlJ"8" drlLf's:ln tha.~. ~.n.deal.t 

. Iio'ClQl.,wltA restltutlonbv.'· u.a."ite.;t'al ladema.~~.a.tlon.l. woua. . 
appre.~a:t. 'oOP1 oltbe .ratt; ··it possl'ble. ' .... 

. ·.'.,(},'1,,·•• ,·.· .•.. :(9)· .:it 4oubtea.·V1hether.a·res'ri.ot'o~· onthe'legal':ri~" of in~ 
)~:tlt''''••aa &41'lsaDie. ~eause. Jte1~that ti48Jr.~d:~:~:·partlal .' 
:~me""·.al'J'twould. reteronlJ~o cQnfisoate4 ol'>otherw1seallena'" 
'p·'!:·:·'e..~le.~ .A.U~ in othe.rca$ee(88peo111111 +~reg~~toproperts.es, . 
, ,.4.':C)r .f(i)l'ilomereason Mt .tl'aJl8fe~re4l.the' d.l's:t~.@;t"re.lat1ve. WG\tld 
,s; :l b,e entitled to ,ola1la 1t. J1a~theruLOre we did ll~t (and do not)
,~" ,Wi.ther ·the ~uocesaor organ1zat1on w1lt be abIe ,'to" utilize 
prope~·the $Sset. wbloh Will revert'to 1'. ,-J do ' net :feel that. a 
"s1Jrlbtlon on' inherltance 1s adv1dable now because It c'ould not be 

.:~'.<;~~roa.e~1ve.l,taeema 'to ~that map, .41et.antre~~t~Y.i!awUl 
~,Ji)~:t·Ueola.1.lae; e8peo1alqel••e· t1W.y .Ul have . great .c\lff,"oul:-c, 1n 
>:P~#J.ng;'the .death of a _l~l~Ude of persons. . . ,'.' ····,:~i>, 

y~~'~·~"·:;i.QUidl~. 1;0 have ~OJl•. 14eahe.thel'8al~sic·ttorii>·in AUs'rla
>,!i,"lt.• ;;;)lt tMJ a.re 'reasonable, we oould try to .appl'7i,~.ti~mlJ.:'J..so to . 

·)lm·~e. 'O·h••rt~·.70~ ._aaalll. ... .•!);\.•.... 
• _".\',''-',,:,::: ,1" _:.':, 

" , 

··1'1:1lt . 

'," ' 

, ,. , 

ltJ-Sc cA~:~' 
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Apr1115, 194B 

Jar. A. '.L. lasten.aa 
1VQr14 .Jewish OoDS~SS : 


.~,ti" New OavencUsh Street 

.1.ol1don W.1, ~rea t Brita1n 


i 

lIan,tbaake tor:,(;)"r letter of 6th April and,the" 

attllcb84 oop, 01,-.,,1" \ report 'on 'OU~ 'vlal t to, Athena •. " 


. '."" l' " 

...... 1 agree hll, w'th 1W.ti1a', ,the ).11~1.81td.r haa . 

..DO \learloa whateoever on the :tIelrl••• Property J'u,nd., .bat. 'tlft-. 


. fo dllD.4i.te11, such "flaes8es aJ'e atna value under present day
' 
oond1t'lon8~ .' . 

. '. io taraa. 1. know; the Ageno, has don.ever,~~,. PQS81bJt 
.tosolve the, problea. '. Tbe dlttloult,'lethat,thete,lliints 4oft.t 
flaIl'.te_v" ul.e.8 th., are pan'.dothe~preD4s"8. . Under '; . . .... 

:pre~eilt oondltlone, Itaeana t .. GOlle·tRotloAota ,new' hells. tor .,': 
\i,I,;,hl."h the Agen.,. 01d.8 'ottave &0 "\lade. •. The JOJ;nt,wa8 ~pproa.' 
<'{~,.4'tol" assistance; ''bUt retus....· ':/ . . . , 

.. '.:.}::.;::~: .:' :. ·:·',,:·>i:' ':~ . 

",;:,,:L,':; Xtaeems to lIle that '.he ma'tteroould be soi~ed.uader ODe 

,:(,'iOf~et.o tollowlns soheIDea ,Uno other way 18, touncl',i , . 


;. '. . . )_. 

'_';:;"../';',,: (a) fhS .Jewlah ,oommuni" oould bur ~. ~oi.ltl~}propertF 

~,;·;':t.n:)~~'l'!"AvlY aDd p~ la ada, o1Pta.\.D1Dg· the monelisa,lotAll troBI 

Y;i~lo'~p;..r a:'baak Ol" (aore appropr1ate)tJ'OIIl .,.,,'0:'·:1./'. Qlemllers' 

.i'):;.#,~s" ••••rlll'. .1 .40 aotknow theflaaitclalsltu$tlo'n of the 

';;.:Je"~/~n A_e., ••••• hewever that ther ahould<;b.fai.bl•. to 


::,i'(!pioVf.4e the 1I0I.e,. . . . '.,' , '.' 
:::':':: /', ;.;'....," " ', ',. 

.::.'~; : .......... 1 Dell.ve t}1ere JUgA" De a.IP•.Greek Jew. who wO\tl.d·llke to ; 
·::\Yea1g.rateto Pal'estlneor lavest there, SOBle m!ne~,~d:. th18B~Oul4 . 
<;;'~'f~;;~~.:;:~;g90d ooca81en tor them.., 

, ~' ',(If)fhe Po11t18' propert1, oould be aoqulre4>b1s0meone 11l 
·'~,he.tJSAor ant Qtheroountrl whence transfer to' ClJileece1s.posalblf 
'lkno~ 'tbat s.uGh tpansaot1oDsare b.e1ng made, al"houghl:t'Jlla1 not 

·'bee,a.st 1n thiS part1Cttlar oa8e. We~eedfor this. purpos'e adet~ 
.11'41desorlptlon ot the proper',. proof' of ownership 8l\t1:.the . ' 
~<prlce1nvolve4. It Mr.i'611tls would grant a power. 01' a1;to.rne7 

l 
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to 80meoa. res~4.ent 'ill th18coun'1'I Ca.aber of the Greek , 
consular or dlploaatl0 .tatt)tbere would"" no 41tt10\11t, 1a 
transacting ttae 4eal. 

, hav. in A..... aa 014 t:pleadot alae who 18 a 'Dtg 
ahot 1n oae ottne lea41Dg Greek 'Da:alts a1l4 professor of . , 
a.onoal". at Ihe Univers1t,. he WaS .ember of the Ca'biuet soDie 
tla. ago,. l>erhapa he Gould 'be helpful 1n tb1soase,eipeo1alq " 
1:fae b.lo~gs to .Mr. '011t18 pan,. ' 
, , ,I hope ,Dr. Go1dmaa II., be able to t1d an aoceptatile
solut10n ",bile Inf.l-Avi.... ,. , 

W1th kla4.a, 1'81&1"4.8, " 

lours ver, 81~.•rel'" 

He hemlahRobins on ' 

,,' 'N~;lk 

: "' 

l:.8;.'! 'Just ,thought of ,a; tblr4, ,posstbillt,: ,"Eunons,' ili8.propert~e. 
: n9w In th$ad~~s t ...tlonor 'the, '(JIdon,. '8v.bJ.o:t~,'8.fJ81glllDentto, ", " 
~)le..rua4, there, i1p.ould De, ollewhl,oh,.,.. '011 t~,,\,.s.gbt, be .11l~g , 
to~aetu'J)'elth8rln e~O-.nge 'tor lUI! 'alestln~(i'propert1 or as 
,'ompenaatloafor. the lossea he suffered beoaus'~i·,t. the,' non.-enott()Jl 
.(::thetenanta~' , . ' 

:', . ~." 

, . \' , 

,,117033 
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,~ 

, , Apr1114,:1948 


, " 
, , 

",.,,·>DearMr. ,Lee." "", " "" ,,'" 

"',' , '."AiI ,.u·.....)' 'the4\l8'z'~" ~.titu'loDl~818~'10D 
·tnt~4uoe4 a' i'~s.;~',t10BOD'h. righ1J ot '~l~n~....e. 
'.oaa, J'e8ti"ictlo8 '4"8' DOt '. exi.tt••.be U.S,i,zelll., ,law for 
',"fttaQJ't _t1••etJ!'l·~\tes'.4 D, ••_reSp(ulall)l'ep$reou. 

, " "I Aaft 'Qq, UUD'. '.bOll' the, a4V1e8t>111t7,ote~Ob., " • 
'., ,:res~rl'etl.DS aStu, WGrlto,1tl71n ,,",a3tO::J'~S~1~"'llQl. , 
"p~p.rtle8 wb11eothera ,ve"ao's".JefJt~e~:~o.' ".C)"eve., 

'; " : .:,1",. '''',',,' '1M,',,',tea', ',111,' PPaG,',',1,.,.,,', t,h,',~.,r,es'rl,ot,l,O,,".",Il,••',);,;,'~,,',',", .s,e",,',t\1,,~. ' " , '.1 ••14, _ere10re" apprecla'e ..rr_hlf';~',.u ...14 ' 
"',,' p ve· '., lDt,Ql'Ilatlo" apo." •• ,"&1 tile 'AuS'r~8J1' re.t~~otlOIlS, 

.. ~'. ',work and theext•.t.fease.'wMre d1etant relatlve8:uve 
, ,,',' 'b.,ee'D',,' e"'-1",A'.·',A., ' . ' .•c..<I/IttIW...... .+\' ":.,; 

..,.' :"..:..~,,~{" 

'Xeth8i'e an,.- de"elopmen'in:VleJ1Df.',~, ' 
.' ," . .<. 

. .'-,: ', ..... /.1 

)-i·/·~"/j.·,,',:r.,:. 
. - . ..' . . 

a.udall ItoblrisOn:· 
·Ia.:lk 

.. : .... , 

.," . 

, , , ..... 
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May.. 2'1, 1948 . 

Bon. *1111.. R. Jo.bnsoll 
Comaie.loner of Cuetoa. 

~l'eau of'Cue~OIDI . 

DepartDum1a .ot'~ . 'freasul7 

We.ahlaston, p~\:",O.· '. 


haD, ~he .as' a 1aP8_ aUllber of ll',,",vane and tnus . 
oon'818'81 turDlture del other boue.ho14 P048 WU. 8014 
e:' aue'loas .la, va1'10". ,nlted :$'-.". POJ"', beoause their0."" .4 ""'p.., '.'0.&1. t ••• or beo.sethegoode.e!'• 
• o'reola1f8.clwltb.~a thespeoltled 'llle. Thee. goods
belO1'18e4moltlJ' W (Ie..... Aliu.'rlaa, aa4 .tb.r Ie•• -.bo 

'a.ll.ttMm 'otlle Urd.,.a. itate._ •• aa1l101pa'loA 0' _
1....rat1oa to tbia OOUO'I7. VU.......'.l'. \bel,. owuft. 

8$1'•• rsaou4 the ''.-It.4 Stat•• and Goula theretore " .
• , HolMa ...... 

MG., .f \be 0.,.." of ""fit•• p04s .e,.. kll1.4· ...n ••tu war .p'MI' ,1th _111.. .f oth.riaaoo••t .'..,lc­
u.• •1 a __alsa of .lIt.......'toa. So_ of -ttUNa 

••t . have le" relat1v.a, other8 mar bav. 418.,,1~h- .'. 

.o~t 1eaVf.ns .belre_ " ........ 

. ,~.. 

- . -We·... eepeeiallJ "at8Nate4 1. 'rao,.. tho••••....., 
__ ve e old•. to the '"0.... ., ithe 80048. .e. helH to ,'h..OW_" thereof.J1avlDl atllUate" ol'lQiaatiolls 1ft 
evenhNpean. aA4 M.' of 'he, other oountries'I..A t.be 
1101"14, .. ..u14 ••s11, Nub a larse ft_be~ ot peHon.,..1.... '0 "he d••tAl ."De". We woutl 'he"',," '. ..... . 
.,Holate It.err auoh 1t ,OU 00\114 tllrDleb ". a 1181; 
o,fthe ftam.. of' peJ'80DII "boa. prope"', was 8014 •• 1.­
41&a11.4 above, to..~.r -lth aft, available 4at&ooneerrdo, 
the orilla of the go048 and tbe a44N8••• of 'heeeftd"n_ 

We- 'IIou14 alsoappreolate an, latorm.tloD ,ou "fwiSh 
to give ~••bo'" the tl•• llmit dUJ'lul wbloh 8ucb olalm • 
• ., be tiled and the tate of mone,s not claimed 91 thiD . 
this 4.&4118.. -' . 

'althfull, ,OUI'8, 

... -, ,'" :-, .) ,...
lllU0J 

iebemlall Rob1nson 
NIUlk CAlef, Off1ee of Indemnifioation 

(}JJe C4~ 

. ..~ 
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lIIiI'. Adolf Rosenfelder' 

511:)' .22ntlAve 

0d~t·tle ~n Wc~Ll~;,-..:c.r;'" ," :" 1..;1:,.., :"'ir.:,'.II?!. 

Delir Mr. Hosenf' €lcier • 

. 'Your letter of. May 16 was p&seedon to. me. 

t \.iDders tend. th~.t you have three dIfferent ee.se~.l 

one relating to the fi10ney J etc. kept lnthe Bankhaus Merlt, . 

FInck & Co, rlun1ch; the second relating to the l1ftvans . 

whioh were sent to HO,tterdam, and the third 'ooncerni ng1o"r 

insurance po11cfwi til th.e aasler Lebe1tsverslcherungs A. G•. 


.' It you want to' ola1m the money. Jewelry' and shares J
,en,'· have totl1e ~ olaim, 11'1 ~ocorolince w1 th. the resl tut10n 

la,w In force 1nthe U.S. Zone of, ()ermallY • I attach herewith 


. a Sheet glv1ng you all necessarl' detal1s" At present there 
exIsts flO' bedJ.ln the' U~A ,-bleb oould meke the application tor 
leu but 1 t mq. be set up eoon. It rOll "ant to wait tor 1 t. 
wr1te to me agaln w1thln amontb. Otherwise tile the cla1m .cUnoil,. ..., .' . . . . ... ' 

The fact 'that the 11ttYans were oonflscatedby.th$ 
Germansls .not enoug)\. It depends whether' they sent 1t baCk 
1;0 Germa.nJ or sold 1 t 1.n HolLaa4. In the latte,r case, 10U mar 
have tbe pight '0 a ol&.1m 1n Holland. I would s\lggest Jeu 
get in touch .1th tbeDUtcb warehfi)use and. t lnd out what . 

actuallrhappened t,o Tour Tlttvans_ " , 


The Case of the Basler Lebena .. VersioherungsA. G•. ' . 
deserves, $peolalattentioft~ It you would glve me more detalls 
abo.' it and prove that the lnsurano$ oompanl knew t1:lat ,ou 
Uyed sloo.1940 in Seattle, I .111 tP)' to do sometb1ng about 
1t. 1 cannot promlse un than to tn,howevep. .' 

Binoerol, fours, 

Nehemiah Job1nson 

NiUlk 

11~/ 0.30 

LN'!C c..'43' 
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Mareh 26,.1948, 

Dr. H.. G. Yah· 'Dam 
Legal Dctpar;ment
lOlJ,ewlabRellet Unl" , 
0.0 eo9HQ ill.. GoT. Det_, 
~~A.Q:. lI! ,0/.,.14. Loadon, Great~rl talR 

." Dear 'lh". "aa ...: 
, ' , --.'.' :. . ~." 

. ',' ... '1011 are tlnCioubtedlr awaPe 6fth. existence ~f& 
speolaJ. o1a\ls.ln :'he VIT••dine wlth the bemr Aotwhl.h 

· , ..~t8'~Qftl•• of Allen Propert7 theJ'lshttorettuaa 
· pro,ert, vested 11l tbiB ,Oftloe and ~elong1ng'to Jewlsh 
· perSeeute... Tbl,s clause refers, 1.a., to JeWs resldent 1n , .QermaiQ'.. ',",' . , ' _. ':';"':';; ,.. " . ' 

. ; '>-"'1:"'

,,' : ,." ' ," .,he ,present. 4.&4111\8 tor 8Ubml"lag~~iq\1~e'Btor. ~ht9 
.'re...'up& •.. f.' 8UOll. pJ-Open,. 1s A.UP.at. 8. 1948•.'. ,I.' was!. to.,.1.d.. tba...'. ' '.. '.
". :utl,1 VfU!l:reo",ntl,. ,the Amerlc8li .•~th.rl'le. wer'e",~.luO,'im'
'.' t. even. lDf'OJllllle.l1~as ,1n Qernian1about,.t~lrniht. Wider 

. ' tIle. statu'e,.be.""••. Of, the, existlng ,o\tr'P.noJ"·regulatlo~s~ 
, 'the, ··have4oftes•• "0"$. tj;lIle aso~Dut It),otll.d';appeartha" no 
'pu'bll~l", .ae gi,eD to 1I1'4,B8"t10n andthe<ot;:f'lcials belleve 
'.. ~t .. hardlJ ,anFone .linow•.·8.bou.' .1:t.· ·'l'he7suggestedtha~ .e '.. 
.ahGu.ld a."ls1 'he German Je•• 1n 'th1iJrespect:l'Y'Pl"Ovldlng . 
thea ,~ththe tex' .f the la.an4appl1oatloDt~:r;JI~ J.peell1e~) • 

..... '. ...~ .t'••h .bere.1th eCP1 o.f 8uohaaappl.lea,1on'eont..u­
. ,lag all neoe8sa171nformatl0il. and tona. tor!~..rlntorma1Slo11. 
'I.8....e,•• ,will .belft apoBltlon to glve.no.tlceallout'lt to. 

.. all c.oncera.e~. Sho~ld 10Ullee4... 110.re o~th.•,,:e'.iapPllo,atlons.,
..•.klndl' .1ntoN a.about it .0d'l wl11 tl'J to'.mal110u a••.., 

.a po~albl.. ...... '..'."."'". . . '. .": . ...... , .'.'.' 

: .~ . 

8est regards, . 
", ,: ',,! ' 

Ve7:7 alnoere1l1ours,. 

", ,,' 

::}t:·· ;~:.. ':. 
\':',:',1. ;...~,;;; ';.NR:lk 

http:statu'e,.be
http:o1a\ls.ln


Itr. A. kste,aaa
. World. .le.iash Congress 


f)fj New Oav8n418k Stree' . 

l.ondon'.l"GreatBrlta1n . 


Pea.r ldr,.; Eastel"JDlUl, 

:,J!lrle88erORertlG~ece 

1:. Jh.anklou' fep Jour letters otJanu&r1.20 and 23. 

. .1 at tach. hereto:coPf. of tile letter~ recal ved fJ-Om 
the .,tat, .),)epar.e..'. Jlo repo..- .... ."a"4.8"to, .a.o­
tb1ns elae' was appa:rent17 eonta1nedther. thanwassa1"- in' th. ,; 

.1"".:1'. . 

". "1'"u14Ub ·.. ltd'oN , •• tba, •• ':Aat,rloaaJ••lall . 
CoWmlt,ee's 'repor:tforthe,earU4'i'ae .aJ'rled b, theN." 
'1.$ 'Il.e" I.. 18, 0081;al•• tbeto l ....D8paesase: .' . . 	 ' '.", " -'. . .. ' . ,", . .' . -, '.": 

, 	 , .. . 'I:G;telt. fro¥8!uPn2ert,z . 
• 	 ,', .-•. ", •. , - - '. 0, ••• -. - " 

...Jbt~' Blalleteln ~por'ecJ.that,".".r·fi~i~toole8 ' 
flpheUU;aot' <J.reeqehad g1ven pCtrao'nalllssul'f,tftoe•.to the 
Alael"ioaDJewlsh Commlttee representlitl:vesln.Athens 

.'ha.ttheGreek. GOvernment soon wO.\lld~ •.lmpleDleDt'.a law
kt... dl.i:.·~c11n 19."48,"'.. hlCh a.,ward.•.bel....·t~ •.'.s..·,···.'prop.l'.1:.1.' of .,.ge

.. 	". '.0, d bl the Nade to the ~reelt Jew,lsh :.ommunlt, tor 
ll.se, 1n rehab~lltatlon ·of 8U."-lv1ng,Gz-,elt Jells." .... '. '. 

. 	 ! .,- '. "", . 

, . 	 ~. ' 

. . J. lo•. are, ~c1.~u'b., well lJltorme4 .bQ~' J,he.,.problea.ot
'. 	 ~ restltutlOD'b' 'beant1sh:Zone.lt lethe'oontentlon etall' 
, 1"&1 Je"l'!lorlaJ4latloJli that ~ u.nltlcat$,onot. the VSA sAd ­
Sr1tlahJ(i)nes Iho\lld~ 1e&4'to"n11'0$ restt.t'-tlonlegj.slatlon• 

.'. We .lu)N;_, .theretore, that s11eh' a aqgea'loa,.h.oud. ma4e ­
....•. ·formal1liu· .,\ntorinal1y .. ,blthe' WJO. ·it WQuid oEJrtalnl1. be ".%7 .: 

. ·l:t.elptv.l~t,.o. eould 41.0..8 th18"ca._.a1Jloft With Ml'~' MoNel1~ '. 
~. 	 .i 

• ". ...... AS4 have ""Dd1~at.4 beteu"., the US dratt 1Fae'amended tOile.' 
. . the· obJ ectloia8 '(It tlle Dri tlsh .aga1n8ta~oostr9ng c:);aus" of . : 

.... ...preewaptloa.. Tbe provi8ion of the Vila- ooncerning the assliD- . 
", 	 ...•. ·..·.l1len.to~; niaste·rless propertl g1ves tlleSr1tlsh:tlleposalbl11ty qt 

' ........ ' acUfferen' approach froll the one adopted ln~hel1SZone,lt th1s ..... ... ::::t~ ::a::·;::i~l~w:~:l!:tdt:::"~~:pr;a;:~ma;!"t!~~i:h . 

aanal law. LIJ ~ • •• &!,. ~ 

P. S . A ~., l( 

1 
,.--	 W1t.h klndeetreaarde, 

JR;llt 1-/',f,t.. ~;" ~ 	 1170:] 8 D 

W! c <::...43 
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January 7, 1948 

).(•. 8,1va1n CAHN-DEJ;UU;: 
.Oongr~B JUit Mond!.l 
'8 Ave des Ohamps lUY's4es 
Paris $-l!me, France 

Dear Mr. .Oahn- Debri• 

. 1.. Somet1.- ago 7C)u wrote me about the 
Hungar1an'Gold tra.in".1 .t'ull hereto' eop,
of a report which. appearec:\ 'o-daJ' in the. iTA. 
I eould not veritf the story, bu1: am t1'11111 to 
4••0. . 

2. ManY' tb.anlts to.r Jour detal1edletter 
of Deoember.23 oopoern~llS1lhe aftair Molss1s, 
I agree w1.th you that Mr. Mols8i8 did not ....""~f;') .a8 'befitted a tNe ,representative ot·ari"f.1.~atlon ot 
the WJ9..1 wou14 appreoiate aJl1. ~urther information 
lOU. mar have on the subJeot. . . 

. " Ie., regards,· 

. Ver, "ino:.re11 10ur8, 

Nehem1ah'1itoblnaon 
Nl\;lk 

http:Deoember.23


. 

'1\' 

-... l~'~ ,......r' ,.., . !!'\..,~ 

~anuaJ7 16, 1948 

Dr. r. B....••at.l4 
World le.1..' CORlns. 

iD le.Cavandlah Itret' 

Loa4011. W.l, Gr. BrlQ.111. 


Dear Dr. • e.entela, 

10_ 1:1_ ...0 .•• nO.elve4 a letter tN- the newlJ eikb­
l1s"4 ieatl'*tlea Ott1.a of the Ce.tral Committee 1.Waraaw. 
Dr. 8r.....l.tt sea' ae a GOp, ot a 8111111&1' 'le"tter lOU had 

reoelved.. to·· .ftlqe lrea We letter the, do aot· 1ntend to 

eqSie h ,be kid ot wo... weare 1llte,..sted la, DaIIlel"o 

&881a' aNent••• (espeelall,.·.) wl1Sh mone, and oOWlsel 
la the 1111. aa4 pro••o.,,10..t thelr o~a.· I real1ze that 
1h1s 18 a AttloQl' 'ask aD4 tha,tt.bel ma7 DD'~veth. ae­
oess&J'l matenal, me... aad penG••l tor this k1D4.otwork. 

However, we should '17 tola4... the.' to' cio ....C).e'Mas tor 'the 

Pol1sh J ••slll Germ8ll7, ADatrU aa4 I'al" ·dd ma7'be alao 

1. other owntrlea. Iwro'. to them .1atbls.sense. ..Bowever,

0.. experlenoe we all had wl th,olalla. doe. aotlDdlo&t. 

tba' tbla ..tteronla 'be dealt with tarolll11 _mspondeno•• 


A. t ... ••elts ap I .e.t 70u. a .op,. ota. aelloran4_ I 
subm1tte4 to the 'oU. labaal, 1. W.ah1atoD 4eallag wi '11 
pro'ble.. • t oourt ooa'., tax.l· &ad 1&"18r.·t.... AI JOu 

.ow, the A.aloolatloa .tP.l1s11 Je•• submitt" BUh a meao­
1'8JUla _nthe ago (1414 aot do 1t 'because I tel.'that this 

II8J JeopartU.se ••r request tor the exten810n of".1ih.d.adl~ne) 

..4 thalrd.maDda Were turn,4 dowa. 1 suspe.' ~ba', the ' 

.Oentral a.mal'''., .•alil wlther agalnst this plaa(torfear ot 
being aoouse4 in aa818tlal Jew. who tled Pola4) or'dld ,"0' 
8uppor, 1'.1 am afraid that It our reques, ... wl1lao' tlad 
the1r support we w1U not 8uooe,4. You reau,s, ,bat t.bi8 mat­
ter Gould aot be dealt wlth appro,rlate1f o'oerwla, thaa b,
personal oontaot. . '. . 

. We disouased theae questlons aOdDr. Kubow1tul auggested 
that I should. write you aad agala request ,OU, to oonalder the 

. poa81bllt, of four golag to Warea.. At earller oCO~S101l.8 J01l 
did .ot reaot to It favGrabl, because lOU thought there II1ght
be a posalbll1t, of ae»lv1n.g theae problema through a 4180'lla.l0. 
dllr1ng the 'fblrd .Sesaloa of the lIaropean Counoll. I do not 

.. ~~ i'"""1 /'\ ,~ ..•. 

lJ.!U'.tJ
UJe c..l\3 

http:lJ.!U'.tJ
http:4180'lla.l0
http:JeopartU.se


..~.. 

-2 ­

know whether lOU ha~an opportun1ty to disCUSI 

tborougbll' these pro,blems w1 th Mr. Beman aad what 

the relult thereof w,as. 


I

I would appreciate ,our opinieD on the proposal
contained 1n. this letter.. ..... 

2. . Attaohed please 
, 

f1nd aD exoerpt trolD ,esteNaJls ITA 
reterrlngto Bugarl,aD property ll1rrenoh oustod,. '. ¥'O\l are., 

. no doubt, tam11,.al" 'f4 th this ,uestloa. You know th.t .e were 
·tnlDi. to establlsh ,the prl.noiple that on1, Buch propertr . 

Ih01114 "erestored to BUDga17 tbe ownersot whioh are allve· 
there. We tooltth1& pOSition toward the Americans· and ­
a810U mow,.. the portton of the Ilungarlan traln yrhlch .was 
1•.Amerioaa net.", "as to be haDded. over to theIRO tor 
JeWish 0 J"laD1sat101l8. 

, . . , I . 

·1 oonta;otedMr. Cabao-De'r4 1n th1s matter and suggested 
that be mMeta aeces8at71aqll1r1es about tiIta' "" Dr. . 
JCllbew1tsJdsNge.ts, .bowevar, that .'"Dl81"representatloa 
.shoaldlJelBade wlth. the 'renoh autherltla. 1. the sease . 
lndioated above. Be· teels that thes.e representatlt•• should 
.. macle .710U and tp,at 70. shoul4 go to Paris a8 8.0a ae 

,polla1'Dle. ,tor .Wli.spllrpo8e. . 

Beat ~gard8, 
., . 

, , . 

. : Xous vePT 11n(~erel,,. 

IIU.1k 

http:JCllbew1tsJdsNge.ts
http:tam11,.al
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J e,nuary 29" 1949 

Dr. F. R. Bienenfeld 

World Jewish Congre~s 

66 New Cavend1sh Street' 

London W.I,· Great Britain 


.Dear Dr. Bienenfeld" 

Hany thanks·for your detailed report on the meetlDg 

ef January 20. 


t agree wlth 10\l~. fUlly that the WJC aU8t be represented
1n the se~up of the "Claimants Offlce lt and that our point of 
vlew. relating ;to the fate of masterleee properties should be 
e~si zed as strongly a~ poeelble..I do not understand, hewever, 
wHy the other organizations do not joln 1n this aotion. I.t "ould 
seem to me that lf this. Were theunan1mou8 opln1on of all b9dlea 
.present at the meeting,' lt may-carry grenter weight with the 
British.· . 

I recelved meanwhile B. copy ot the report by theCounol1 

.oll·· the El.anle meetlng. I. was some,what puzzled to flnd. out that 

the two reports differ to a certaln extent lhthelrcontents. 

,I 'unde rstand that. this deviation 1s basedln part on the. 

necesslty for the Council to underscore lts importance•. For 

instance, the. report' ofithe Oouncil states that Mr~ Hampshire 

declared to have promised.to submit the draft to .Mr. Alexander 

for i ts."Stellungnahme."If thls 1s correct, I wonder wh1 the 

other Jewish organlzatlons·should·not be granted the. same 

privilege. Jrurthermore, the Counol1' .. report stlpulates that 

the United Restl t\ltion Qffloe. was Bireed upon to be t.he nUQle\1s. 

of ,the proposed new bodr and that the Counol1 willwo!"k ou' 

a "te"tlgen Plan l thereof andsubm1t to the otherorganlzatlon. 


The· Council reports furthermore. about a prelim1narr
lDeetlng of the Jewish organl1at1ons held on Jan. 19... 1 wonder 
why thequ611tlon of unlform legislation in the USA and British 
ZOne was not dlscuses.elther tbere or later (on Jan. 20) • . W){ere 
t~re speciflc reason~ tor this retlcence? 

. I. hope that you ?ill be able to secure, through Col. 
Solomon or otherwlse a cOPT of the dratt before 1t 1s submitted 
to the Laender. Obvlousl" the Brltlsh would not be wl11~ng te 

. lmprove. Oil a draft the,. transmltted to the Germans. 
, . Best regards, 

Sincerely ,ours, 

IIULlt Nehemiah Jobinson 

http:promised.to
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I~~, Ol{ .m, ~E'flm OFuPItE,SEBtAl'IVESQF THE AMEjRlO AN' JOOm c"oiiWXnq" 
... ' ", ,'," ," . '··..:1 .. :··· '.' ',.'" '" .. ' " " 

. NQJlIC:Q ,zEVf1SJ1.,O<>B'J'ERF!I, JEWISR,AGEtlOY, JOIBT J)ISTRIBt1'fION OOJDmfBI. 
, . .- ,I! "," _ _ . • 

. WORLD JEWISH COHGRBSS 
, , 

" 

'_.1'~ . ,'" ,. , '~rlO'" Jem.ah cGmrilttiie- 'tmem" 8'eg61
••'Ft.oazi JeW18hQGzc.~DfJ.\'" .. 1,.0:1 a Upakr. Mlir G:rOI8m8A 
J'e,wishAgell.01 torP81,;st1ne'" Dr ~ Le0 ItohXL-. . 
J,C4.:atl)lst:r,lbut.ionCannl1tteB, Oil . JoSeph c. H1man,)4ose~A. ;Leavitt' .' 
World "Jew! ali 'Cfaag~e'8~: .... Ji)r ~OloarKarbach,.:l)r..I.b:$Idih RoblnsC:D. , 

.' 8Dd~ Lowenthal 
-.. , . ..:.w~I!I.I4\"';" _,~.",~"",-"h' , 

~GmriUl11oatlQuIl I ... RaDel Beraateln _"l'e&4 aDa diSOU8Iu~•• 
. 1,:" . • I " .: ' . " . ' 

.·ti.p~e~~Dta~lVeI ot t.lie ..g8.idtui~IQD;8 lilt,sd .ab:ove,fgreed' toSPcm.IW·,:t.he appo1D~
meJlt ,".~:!O: 'M~ li~e"'t.b.&1' to'••rie' ~8·amem.8Br "Of theSenier8t;att;.~'Oene~Bl·Gle.y, 
b.aJldll~JPish"8tltutl Qa' matters, :.~:.udde.lded; tcoOmmunloate:thelr'Viewsto ' ... 
Ra~b~ B.r118t.1~. .', . 

. ......::,. ,', " . , 

'.::';;Jr,·i.'owent-htL1.~801ared. that 1t he' l'l\lpproaohed 8y the War pepa'rtm.ent~~ he ,wOUld 

~~!~8.pl't.:oo#~'dertheaoo.ptance"ot. the flppa1ntment' otfered 1ir1th8·termsiitlpulate4 

in<a~~:·Jje"D.8telD.l. oable,. An exoh~e ot. vUiwl _the t ..aksflDd '.dutles otJlr.· . 

L"Dttlal,tol~,~cl~ " . .' " . 

:' ",~>! :.: ; ... :, ..• ,' " .. ' .' , '; , 

"::~.>." ' ,".> , ' 


.. ,' 'l'h,,~pmlo1pat~ ~rganl$atton8 .otter,d toplaoe .at.: the 41'tiJP.Sfll.;i.or;_• 
.' :L.wentb,alt'i.ii ·a'"atlta.bl.m.8tG~"" deallug wi,th thepr:C!I'h.msof r..ti~ut.10l1 aIIi1 

tiideim1n.oatl em in:Ga. ' " .' . ' 
." ',: . '" '. .. " . 'J ,'", ,1'JIt1UII.l 

"'; ", 

.' . ( !:. ;". . . ~ , '." . ' ..-... - .- .~ -.. ~ 
... 

''f~EI;.f'Cll;QI'Iiag •(Je:b~'e;~f8 cllSlHttohe,d to, lta~1I1 B~8t~i1. attert~~etllig. 
, i 

•'~DlOUSLTAG_ REOQ4VDD MAX LOWllIftBAL, rIrtiwlUGll'fJWiRlJi).ot'BD .' 
Dvr YoRICaRPQRAtIOJ'W8iNE13S~:tOmli:R' ,USOCIUELATB. 'nmE ;d1Jtu." 

.~lrRoBER', SZOL»Wz'rit 'cQNs:u)mABI.$Wiitpjfoi PiJ'ONoMlc PRoBIaiS"st:, 
, iJUlUi«I,rIRs'lWARON(JOV~~AL MISSIoNs FOR$'lATElIAil oo.'BER' DEPAR'1'!mlr1'S 
.. st.Of' .' .OOR1;lf!J· ~~T,'W.A1l,SERVEpDIVISiON', OB]iE:fJ.VRaPEAN't.1mmA1'1.ON PROBLEMS 
'Q1B~J) ECQJ~aWABlr~. atop .~OW':tHF0RJ4ALliY '1)W~J)Bl"~A7EHOUSE 

. OQWr1!'fEB$OB PEHDlJiq L.iiGlS~IOD stop nBEIlM]:sB; ~AOJ.~CUJl).tCf . liOPE 

~ WILL BE PlRSVADiiD BY WAR ~EPAi"TTO ACCEPr ASSIGNJIli}lT AID 

~GETO\lRBQ8stwAi Dai1l4EBTOFFlCIALLY APPROAOHHlM steP' .EN,OIES 

IUI8i'ID. LOW!!tf~ .BIST lIUlf FOR PURPO~ OlJ'l'LIJmDYOUR LE!rE1l~ itap 

PLJUI ADVISEFtJR1'Hill SWSYQ(JTAKEII

' , 
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'fo' ~ ot the'Ott1H e~;d,* 
.hom. . N.h~ Jobtn__ 

, . . -. .' " 

I~ ~.•• t.~lJlst_•.•4f~ blm· to M'''''' ~ttodle;C\13$ 
.~e, .,",~ i.....t_.~ItLo~bfll18W1s tls_t s1l\eeh'& un ~.notfle1&1 
ot.~be MUtk'ry -...., ~-I!tlA& ftrf··· (lautloUl 1.n dti$liagwi\hprtvate or- . 

. : ....~.tlOJ1l.~ .Be .... _. hi...,.., \0." b1aa brief $~ G:r:tcn.. 11l!l1D 
. .' .:'~"IJ' ~'fNjWenal1e.him t~ •.11:$ !\ d.1rtinQt.tma_tweee the '~".•'~ .'~.1Ia"~ _,~~ .X_tb;1'.1114 ~~~ pr~pare4~Dm.dwI aisd~ttl\ehod. 

......~ •.~ot~'Uoa&l~terilal.. 1a4l~<_r «ran td .. la.Jo~. · .. M~~8"""'" "~dfttk, etC.. .' 
, 

'!wa~ J~Gat. .~$he4t.o.~.,.'. Gall ~ f&'.. Lo-.tMl Ol'a_~t 
<~.f01"Q r>~ -t\UI as~_ "'$ po....tt,., l'~ on t~ttha 
'n:... torb1~% Obange ·Gf ld.IId __ .a' _t11liu ba,4.. 1n!aJj~ OIitPrl<l8y. 
"~t~" :tc'ldtll ~ft:l~m-.us ot:th.~te and.'ltfl'~te9JUt d..-taa 
'th$.~ ~. ~.~~t.the!~.1l.a cUl on 'moil hoD,lli1bad'tobe 
. ft<&d\t_t.t;eP int.lie. ""'- ,t~.UOD~ I. l~8.l'nGdtb3t _cft1c¢al of 
.t.belWJ;~ GG~t. .t .~ (Ir•. Jte.D$Oll.) .•tJ ~ _ '~h1D~_dl"'''' ~.Pl9'b~ .$D4 thfAt ti. Lo'wen~ _a ad~ee4 1\0' to ·~to" 
,~_W the .'l'r1~ of _~'~_1l. . . 

,-',.. . 

··Inty• ...ww•• d1.~ \he',~pnlblatS or NGt1td.t_, e&IP..n~livt.· 
...~·V1ew.t ~D8 tC.alU\\~~tM81sbSld 'tI;y. the (1.... ad thG~_ . 
:.••.•~. , I $l$)wwll~ lda .~. addlt4oa&l. _~al • 1Dcl..ut.tt. '.' 

_d, &'L1 .&1a~ ~.... " 
. . 

. ' .• _ •.'Lo~ left ··,....k~ton lIJurt,'D1aht P.d a~"!>_1._ ter Ge~ 

..... R1s a~~t '.~~ 10 beot~. tift wi8hU .. eon_at as .~ . 

bIl...Uu. peo.p.lAas poQUlle:1D ~a8!d1i~. . 


.'. ~tu all·r ~,fIr. ~d1a J·.t&~t ;f.n '~wi~ other Icrdllh ii)raa­
.. nliat40ns _. ~ .tl1il ask.. -~:fn8ly \Okee).) 0:11 ht~OJl (tOil_mad 
u~~t1i~. . '.. . . 

4 .~ !"'j u,... 14 ... J.( ... 

http:1Dcl..ut.tt
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August 29,' 1946 

Ir.Oscar kill 

The JeW1sbAgeacy for Palestine 

2~ lI4assaehuaett. '",e., .8.W. 

We.ehi,ngton S, D.C., 


Dear Sirl, 

Your letter of ,August ,~th addrelilsed to Mr. William. Barth 
1Ia8 passed on to h. There i& nopereon by the nMleof William 
Barth; in ,the ;semcea o't the World JeWish Coagrsss.. I asswa, 
the'letter was dest1Uedfor Dr" Frank Barth of the American 
.TewishCqil.f'er0tice.Nev:ertheless, $ince the, problema dealt: ,nth 
in the, attachedmemor!3lldum fall within thef1eld of'my activity, , 
I t&.ka the liberty of submitting to you the ;f'ollowing brief (lb­
8ervatioDIII ' , 	 , , 

" I 'GPERAL 'REIARltS 

Ingret it very much th&t the Jewish t'rga.'11zatio. c9n:'" 
cemed wtth'internal reparation (iademrd.fication in the 'broader 
sense ,of, the 1mr,i) 1n 'Germany did not, try to agree on, accumon . 
Pl'Qgr&m to be. eubm:1ttedto Mr. ,Max Lowenthal hefore his departure. 

, ActuallYI he',1'Obably took with him, divergent proposals which 
will hinder rather than tac111tB:te his task.. 

,II. BAS1§ 	lUB9iPW 

1) The priJ!u.u'x objective, 

Although I (along with others) 'may &gr8e with you concerning 
the justice ot your pnma.n; object,lve aithe program of internal 

, ,'. 	 repara.tiou" I consider it unwise to proclauit at the present ' 
moment. Iou know that the m.ain difficulty encountered in regar6 ' 
to resUtution and compensation i. tbeargument that therealiza-, 
t10%1 of this demand will ruin the German economy, sinee it will 
require large transfers abroad, (see point 7, par.II, point 11 etc. 
but usc point 22)., This attitude should not surprisesnyans whQ 
recognises thAt the United States and Gr. Britain spend twobilliQn 
dollars yearly to ma1ntein the ;occupation army and to pay for imports 
into Germany, and that these two nations are unwilling to spend more .. 
It 1s, therefore, my content1onthat there i8 a tail' chance to effect 



-,2. ­

J'estitution and comperuurUon on the condition only that W8 suoceed 
ill co:avinoingthe Amel"1Ctlu' author-i,tiel that this wlU put. no adcUtion­
al buJ.'rden on the preoarious paYing balance ot Gemf:lI1Y, e,t least eo 
long as the preeent pUght. prevailm.. No doubt, the s1iuati,on may and 
,WUl ,ciwnge in we course. tour 2d1.\lflZ objective may, howeve%>" be 

, apt to delllY en,. solution untU such e. time "rum its reallzt,\tion becomes 
possible, but I do not believetbat ,internal reparation can wut that. 

•,lQn~. " ' 

,2)1. fj!!p99Sw.. persoS. " 

My ~ODtact With various groups ,of Ge~ Jews leaos me to assume 
that the'sohelie proposiJdunder po1llts 8-9 (group settlement, of ,the 
olldma),' has oertain aclvoeatee among the Gorman Jelrs1n, Palestine" but 
'ls Vig01"Ouly opposed by othOrs. I,personally. d otthG op1nion that 
it ~S' rat.her.impo8flliblew exclude.tndiVidual' olai1lan los, 8apeailally 
in Vi_ of the lack ot unan1mliy among t_. " 
III Pl:flER lllmtW§ , 

, It iSprobtibly ot DO avallto ~18cussat lengtbUl.8~pect8 ,ot' 
'the Pl'O'bl;;'IA. I attaohM1'0wfth !:!. coPy at mil draft for a. laVi on ' ' ' 
tnterntll reparation (1Ddemn1t1oatton) which clee.ls With, them. ' You 
will Bee, bow •the solutton ie envisaged. Of' course, 1. t ,11$ unkno'i!iD bow ' 
the American nuthol'it1es w.Ul react toward such proposals. 

Sincerely yours, 

.. Nehemiah Robinson 



-


Mr. Eli liatban 

roMS.P Mi~;'8t1'1 of 1 sra.el, 


»ear Ills' 
.. .' 

t reClei.~d 7G1U' detailed 10'"1' of ~ Mtq- conce1'll1Dg the problem of cla.1iBf.J1c·· 

U.ftvanG wh1'~ w'I'e.ntlac=ate4 1. 'l~t..ltwould appea.r to Its tbat therel.1 

reall7 mtoontllqt 'betweell the settlemelit vUhthe Italian GoveJ"Ul8D.t aM the 

....JlUDewla.'~pasWh1. WGn -r1C84 out la 'l'he JIa,gd. .1u.dente.D4 the ItaJJ.all 

h .......'l1 • ..,e prep".'.d. to cOJIJ!8af1ate for lo.s.svh1eh relUiteA fro. aCtll\r . 

1.'.U. _~'bD~tleli er'bae.4 I)BI\allaD law. "be. Jia«o.e JIEu»mmelldaUODS are ,Xclw­
81"1,. 00.....' ·with ",l!IpDadbiU.~ foJ" act.· et the Germa;a BeUlh aDd. o.~ a.u.n.. 

dUe.. J~ ..~ caaa of fri••te.1,t 'IIfOuld. e111Pl¥ .meaD the GODtl.~t1oJl.fVm~' 

.. '- A~atl$)~.ltOlQl1aJlldo•. I have .not gathere4fJ'oll. 70'tll" 18.'8r \hat_he J~~:ltaD 

1Io.........'~. i~pe.recl to compensate ..~or'he coDfl_.tlOn ofUnYana W the Qarman 

~~ri.~·· 
 , . . 

It VOU1d~'em~ uB, there(oi!e. 'bit 811 that DIEIl'be needed at the "'''''·''11 a 

el.•u.etat....i.to· .he 1\a11aa !l\1~ri 'tel that the .Iagu.e aegotia\tou dbutQtSJlo­

~l'D aJV'tb1q· .\M1" thaa _.,...Iattaa to, aefJ. o.f tu fhlJod !fel. or the~__ .

A-M_ . . .. 

1.\ 11i1 certat~ cleartha\at .'Ume Udthe ~J'IBal\De1ep.'ioD 1Ji 'lhe~ 

agree w ~.......... a89'W1iptloilof .l1a'blllV by ,he .Bonn Govei'nUlBJit for acta CID'­
mit'." iao¢cuP1ect· ien1ttJriea.by the aAtelllte .go"~n'e. '1!he" WOUla.tlhe~~... 

..~.,tol»e1tl)¢ontl:l,ft b~t.ve~nl,the .1m:p1emenM\lo11._t _he.1 kllai.\ Pea~ T"..aif..aDA 

thecal"l'1.tagoutc.t t_recoli\lll$Ji4at1QJlea4J phrased t& The Ha&'Q.e,with respeot ~. 


. the Itei.act. oteontl.4latloa. 

I tlallkQ1u that .1>7. tM."." isM., lettel'ntacmea 70U., l!18 \rOut ltJ»w ~boU,t the 
to:rma1 :re8niltptionot _.tia.t101U1 wi t1'1 1he Gel'lli1M.. Xi there are ..' tur'be.l" points. 
or tho1l1d.Jou,.~1u.4ft that OV lJltel'p"~tloJl O"7ovlettel" i.e .t 00M'8.~:,; wouldn·. 
l t be bettlerifitUicu'8thS.. 11m.t.e 'dth our del~gaUollla ~e HagUe and. tiheJi arave.t. j01Ilti~CD.J)III!eM.atl(').1 . 'l'here 18 '1lO 4011'b\ \bat thS QermAu woUld. agfte to aI\1 
1~W'htc,h'WOul4 blpq a. lea_aiD« of thetr reepolltdblllUea.. . 

Beet "aari..~ 

S&ul.Jtaga.n 

http:ien1ttJriea.by
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;,:¥rtE ,PROBLEM 0]' 'rUE ABANDonED JE'YISH PROPEHTIES IN GREECE 

1 

Introductor,Y b~servations 

Aecordingto the official en,listrnent of the.. populat ion of, Gre~C: 
of the year 1928,. the totalmumber of Je\vs 1iv1i:J.g in Greece during thSlt" 
year amou:nted to 72791 • Thi,s population was organised in 24, communitie~< 
recognised by the Greek Law (b~s,ic law no .2456 of the year 1920) as, lega+ :,' 
p",rsons of public right. ., ," ": 

• , ' .' , . ,I 

Fromthese1 communities,' the most iimpQrtant one nume:rically and· ••• 
fr6m all other aspec?1Js, and espe:cially economically, was the Thessalo~n~ki</ 
Community numbering according tothe same statistics as the above mentIon .', " 
56120 ;rews, that is the 77% of all the jewish population of the count'ry~: 
Owing to the law vital standard and to the emigration current towa;r:-dsP$:;;;'" 
lestine t" rernarkabl e especially f:rom the year 1932 and afterWards~, the j , 
ish population of Greece did not' inc!:,ease essentially during theper:i,od' 
following the enlistment of 1928;, and so the given statistlcal numbers 
be considered as valid also for ,the year 1943, date which marked the beg 
ning of the deportation a:J. d extermination of the Jews of Greece by the 
mans. 

From the point of view of economic and, professional compos:i,t~o 
the· Jews of, Greece were mostly merchants and handicraftsmen. Wage-eaI:',ht 
workmen existed in1mportant percentage in the jewish corrimunities of The' 

'saloniki and Cavalla. ' 

Excepting the town of" ~hessalonik:t, where of the, 56000 Jews abo~t,,1 
the half inhabited .in communal; municipal and governm.ental quarters, the::'l 

rest of ,thei Jewish population because of its I1liddle class compositioncn d) 
its tradi.tions inhabited mostly in self-owned houses. The advice of the ,',' 
Talmud that the Jew of the Dispersion place his property 1/3 in real esta.:"'i;! 
:bes. 1/3 in merchandise and 'the last third in gold, was not disdained·by~a;;J 
great part of the jews. In the sinallconununities i:t w.as even a rule that;~~ 
the jews who were not entirely n~edy inhabit in a self-owned house. . Sotf·::; 
we except the about 25000 jews,(25000 jews'of Thessaloniki who qS we saw 
above were established in communal, quarters) about the 70% of the. other <' 
50000, that is about 35000 persons corresponding' to about 7000 gamilieshadi 
an equal number of self-owned houses. One half from'those correspondstoj 
jews of Thessaloniki and the other half to jews of the other communit'ies •.': 
This number of about 3500 real estates in Thessaloniki approaches the im-;·;; 
ppovised enlistment made during German Occupation by the JeiNi . Properties'; 
Administration Bureau in Thessal(;nliki, and which, only on the basis of the:;j 
de.clarations of christian holclers:gave a number of jewish real estates ex':"" ~ 
ceedihg 2000. If this nUIllberof: 2000 real estates is supplemexlted witli'\j 
the number of those nO.n-declared Iby tb.eir holders it iNil1 approach the 11uIl1il 
ber of 3500 real estates earibg by the in the above madeestirnation/l 

oil -"'! :"') 1... ·~ ~ (""j 

... J.:clLJ'::' 
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The' results of the perse.cutions 

: : 

The exterminating persecutions of the Jews of Greece begun on March' . 
1943, gave the follovving results .regarding the persons and the propertfes_, 

.lie ard·in t· e 'er.sons. From the 73000 Jews, about 63000 were deported ar~d 
errnnated :tn Birke nau (Upper 5ilesia) by the known method of asphy 

:":'3:~ .. ' .• gases. . 'rhe other 10000 remaine.d al i ve, from which 8000 escaped arres' 
arid death by ,taking refuge in the, mountains of Greece,or hiding themsE;.lves 
in various hiding places especially in Athens,and the other 2000 ar:pested, 
survived and returned from the concentration camps o.f Auschwitz, Birgenau, a:nd 
Bergen-Belsen. . . . . . , . 
15) Refiiardin5 the vroperties. The 95-9g;~ of movable property disappea::bed and 
espec:talIy either v;ras pillate'd by the Germans (as to the most luxurious and 
easily transportable goods) and by the native population, or distributed ae­
ficiallyby Hellenic Gdvernmental'Autlj.orities among the christian populatioIi, 
the Hellenic Philanthropic .Institut'ions andfhe Hellenic Gover:nmmn tal Ser..;., .... 
vices ( as in the case .especially of'Janina, Arta, Preveza). 

'I'lle percentage of 2-5% of' the survi\rin:g movable jewish properties be­
longs to Jews of Athens in the first place" EUld to the survivors of the Com- • 
munities of Larissp., Volos, Halkis, Tricce.la and Patras who had entrust , 
their pr,(perties to tried christian friends who in many cases retur ned them, ..' 
all or in part after the liberation. . ' 

imation of the value of Jewish Pro erties. Statistics given on i:fhe value' 
of JevlJ.s ropert_es in Greece, (0 no, eXL3 either completely or -nearly ac"':.: 
curate. There did not exist. in .Gf4eece a taxation on the capital, on the ba­
sis of ·which a rel ive estimation of the value. of jewish properties may be .. : 
made; the extri tax imposed 1923 on the capital had such a failure on its i 
application that the given Gonclusions cannot co itute abase for esti-i 
mation. 

only possible and. relatively v81uable· bas for the estimation 
the jewish proj,i'erties, in Greece is based on the value of the 7000 jewish 
estates and. the sumed proportion .jewish settlements ill real estatesandi 
of settlements movl3ble. property. "ifith that basis Vfe may come to foll0 
wing conclusions _ 'I'he35.oO jewish real estates in 'J:hessaloniki est ed be-:­
fore the ,:lb)ut 500& e,ach, give a total amOunt ,­

. ,500X3500 - =. 17500001I , i 

,The rest 3500 j e'Ni real estates of the other com­ 1 

munities estimated before t war (because of their'much 

mnaller value) about 2001 each give the.total amount 


200X3500 = 


If this £;1l110unt of 24500001 represents, folloviing t e fabove esposi­
tion, the 1/3 of the total j ,property, ~e come to the conclusion that 

before the V1ar va.lu.e of the movable :r;r operty amounted to about 


5POOPOO;f 

the real estates property to sbout 
 ~50§000;f
and the total movable and real estates property clmount to ,50 00l5~

i J 

The above amount; o1;ving to the :presumed basis of its esti.mation, 
for &. quite serious percentage be far from the real i ty. Knowing, ho1tvever, 
that only 4-5 gewish comrnerc ial firms of ThessC1.1oniki· disposed of real es- .' 

. tates and movable properties of a value of 1,000,000£ we may etend that the ! 

amount of 7500000°C" posf:dbly is. lLferi§r b~t in nOCc.'i.:3C tore.ali~, ... 'I:4, . .# ...f j'-". r, .- . , 
, ty • .. '1. J. I UJ 'j 
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Actual situation of the rescued 

jewish property in real estates -. 
The Germans did not officially seize and con.fiscate the jewish 

movable and real esta,tes I)rOperties but el,trusted their administrati on to 
the Greek Public Treasury. The Greek Governerntn of the .. German Ocaupation, 
period published two laws unc1erthe numbers of 205 of 1943_, and 1180 of'. , 
1944 by :\tvhil!l'~hthey fixed the way of that adin-inistration. In i te ,however. 
of that regulation the movable property almost entirely disappeared, . and 
the ,property. in real estates remained. lIvi thout any real' administration, . 811d. 
attention. Immediately after the deportation of the Jews, Greek privates 
established tllemselvesin the je\vish houses and stores. either after bffi~'i 
ciar conce$s,ionfrom the Gr.eek Authorities or by arbitrary occupation, or 
even by requisition from\ Gennan Military occupation Authorities. Excepting 
the town of Janina, where after the deportation of the jevls the Greek Au..:.. . 
thorities made an enlistment of the jewish real estates which resulted,i.ri: 
4ll-9 houses and 100 stores in no other was such an enlistment and ad..,. . 
ministration made. In Thessaloniki, after the deportation of the jews, .tr.lE 
holders of jev!i reCtI estates 'Here invited by the Greek Authoriti es. to 
make relative declarati?ns. Only.2000 holders resP?Il?-ed to s invitatio.r 
and no control of (illY klnd WB;3 r;LC',(Je rthe [';.GC€l'tcil111ng of non-:-presen­
ted. declatations. 

By g'eneral rule, the Greek Authorities, duribg the German Occu~ 
pation period and after the liberation, never.occupied themselves with th~ 
enlistment, administration and care of the jewish properties in gen-eral. ..' 
In that way, those even tod,'::ty remair.. substantially under' no administratiop 
and ce.re, even though ,typically and following the laws published during· 
the occupation·-and after the liberation, the Public Treasury is in charge_ 
of that adrnini stration .. Excepting E\' few cases" the holders of the jewish' 
real estates do not pay any rent for,their use and nobody annoys them for 
the regulation of their situation. 

This sufficiently unpleasant state of things became even vrorst, 
m.th the pubLication some weeks ago of the lavv no.484 on ltfol"ced shelter.... ' 
ing" by which all requisitions made during the occupation period not onl;1i 
by Greek but also by German Authorities are still1e~al and valid, regard­
,1es:3 if those sheltered are worthy or not of that forced sheltering"- This 
fact not only renders the jewtsh houses substantially unproductive but ha.s 
also t'ra'sic 00 nsequEHlcrs from a nwral point of view; for the understanding 
of which I .citethe.following characteristic example. The known'la,-yer .of 
Thessalonikiever memoralble Yomtov Yacoel arrested in Athens with all his 

. family and relatives of 14 in'all persons.by the treacherous cooperation, 
of ,an Armenian called Bodourian,was deported to Poland where only one 
young relative of his escaped extermination. alld having survived and alrea­
dy retu~'n~d to Thessalon1k1, found established by Germall Requisition in 
her house on Amalj.as Street thefalnily of the traitor Bo·dourian., Given 
then, that according to Greek rules this girl, being alone cannot ask her 
reestablishment in as ,big a space as is necessary for her, that is, one , 
room of the apartment , she is obliged, unfortunately, to cohabit .with the" 
the family of. her family's executioner, who sheltered by the Gerillan Autho­
rities, continues to be protected also by the laws of Independent Greebe. 

http:Amalj.as
http:persons.by
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Restitution of properties to survivors or to their representatives 

As soon as after the liberation of Greece, the exiled Greek Gover­
nment of Mr. , Papandreou came back from. abroad, without coming in any con­
tact or to any understanding v!~th the interested jewish circles, it hurried 
to publish the law no. 2 of November 14, :l944 on the restitution of coirlTs­
cated jev!iE;hproperties to their reappeari.ug surviving proprietors. Owing 
however, to the haste 1;vith which this dra~t of la w wafJ constructed, the 
abolition of the law 205/1943 by which the jewish properties of Macedonia 
and Thrace had been put under' the administration of the Greek Public Trea""; 
sury, was omi.tted. A consequence. of this omission was that all the Jewish, , 
properties of these provinces, "remained under the administration of tlf,e . 
Greek Public Treasury and especially those in '1:hessaloniki where they':cons;...' 
tituted the 80% of all jewish properties and where the surviving jews could' 
not ask for the. restitution of their properties since the law on their con 
fiscation was still valid. After persisting and exhausting interferences 
of the Jewish Gentral' Board and of the e$pecially interested Jewish Commu- . 
nity of Thessaloniki the . law 337/45 was published in May 1945, by which the 
law 205/43 of'the occupat1!on period'was abolished ED d the application of th 
law 2/44 was extended also on the jewish properties of Macedonia and ' 
Thrace. 

As for the :proceedings and the substantial results of the restitu~1 
tion of jewishproper:t7tes, we IHUSt make a distJnction between the real,· es- " 
tates and the movable property. '. . i 
As for the real estates. 'The proceedings of the restitution were si'ni:ple . i 

and rapid, thIs result being obtaine,dby a communication to the JelNish Pr6-1 
perties Adm.inistr~tion Bureau, of a declaration made by the interested. own~i 
er, that he has returned andt.akes charge again of the adlninistration o:f hilll 
real estates, after which declaration, the Jewish Properties Administration; 
Burea.u does not interfere any longer in the administration of' those estatesi 
A.s for t.he substanti..alresUlts, tl.1iS restitution was allIll1lSt platonic. Be:" ji 

cause if on one part the real·estate (house or store) is occupied by the 
old tenants o·rthe jew, owing to the valid moratorium, the ret~rning jew. _j. 

has no other right than to collect· especielly from November 11, 1944 and ".i 
afterwards, (because debts in drachmas cUlterior to that date were aillli-i 
hilated owing to the monetary. stabilisation) the rents vlhich follovdng the. I 
the tnoratorium are for the houses the same 8.S before the' war, B.nd for the. I: 
stores 50~0 more than before the, war,' and i:vhich rents in most cases owing ".: 
to the fall of the buying power and of new drachma do not correspol1dl 

. even to the1/~Oofthe f're-'Nar: ones. If on the other part, the real estati 
is occu,pied by new tenants established af·ter a.requisition by the Greek or ! 
German Authorities, the re tU,tion is again and by lllaj cc:.uae symbolic, 1 
because as already exposed, ell these requisitions were dec1e.red vi31id by 
the Lj.84/45 .and consequently the rea.ppearing ... jevvish owner does not have.; 
the ght •to ask the fixation' of a rent vrhich c8.nnotbe superior to the onel 
fixed by the moratorium. . 

i 

The rF;stitution of the je1.'dsh comme.rci9l E:llterl-)rises has a relivel 
1y more subste.ntial~ importance.' ,After the' aleportatioIl of the j e'JJs, the Ger.: 

. mans delivered, hi. §:!hess2.1oniki only J 2000 commercial ente~c'prises, under·j 
the type of "adrnintstration" to christian Gre ,\llho demonstrated that) 
th.ey offered services to the German Armies of Occupation. These jewish 
stores were full of merchandise of great value in their totality. Howeyer 
only for'a part of this, was the restitution m~de on the· basi~ of proto601 
recor:iir..g the merchandise and instalments und in the store and delivered 
to the "a l!Tllnistrator tl 

, becat'.. se in most cases the stores ap})eared empty.· 
VJere delivered without drawing· anYIJrotocol. for the stores fOT which 
l)rotocolh9dbe drawn, t.1.18 t!administrator" sold the/ delivered goods in 

I " "'''''",,,, ' VJJ:CCt{4 
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such a 1!iS,Y, that at the pre:'J ttllle, substanti ally , trle fo riller owner of 
'the commercial enterprise of his jewish representative may hope only for 
the, resti tuti.on of the store e:::pty, snd m,aintain a revendication for' an ,i' 

,indemnity against the "administrator lt who is of course ,tnslovent;. 

About 50 such "restitutiollS" of comrnercialenterprises had 
be made uhtil February 1945,. since then Blld until. October 20, 1945, 7 
others. The other about 250 jewish petitions submitted for therestitu­
tiOD of commercial enterprises, remained still undispatched because of 
the dissolution ,of the old Jewish Properties Adminlstration Bureau in Th'e 
salonil{i which happened in the meantine., Irhis Bureau recently reorgani­
sed began to :guncitonmore systematically and succeeded indispatchigg in 
a-few days, ab?ut20 of the for months unsettled petitmons. 

'rhe re itutionis made e1 ther to the former jeV'Ji~3h cH'~ner' ifh' 
survived, or to a trustee of his, appointed by the Tribunal, given,that 
he is a relative, till, tne fourth degree. ' 

, ,j 5 

'Pla.'1S :for the adm4.nistration of 

the abandonedjewish;properties 

'Being aware of the v.reakJ;)ess and lack' of interest of the, pubJtic 
services to secure a diligent administration and preservation of the ' 

'jewish'properties havingremainea without legal holder as a consequence, 
of the german persecutions, and desiring to succeed in the enlistment and' 
grouping of' these, we Ilroposed to the Greek Government almost immediately 
after the liberation, ,the ·foundation of an "Autonomous Organisation for' 
the Administration of Abandoned Je,wishProperties'1 and submitted to 'the 
competent Mini stry of Filnm ce ,and Ministry of Cults a relative ready drafi 
of la\~ foreseeing all about the foundation and :tl'unctioning of this orgeni­
sation, and followed by a relative explctnative' memorandum. Thi s proposi':' 
tion was not adopted'then, by the Government. One of the reasons of the 
failure of tha:II plan was the conteraction made against it by some circles' 
of the Jewish Commu,nity of Thessaloniki, who, moved by selfish motives~ ", 
claimed for them only the right of interesting themselves to the :fate of ,i 

the abandoned jewish properti es of, I!'hessaloniki, fearing that those may" " 

come finally to the totality of the surviving jews, whereas to their opi.... 

mion, such a rightrnust be recognized only for the unfortunately few hun­

'dreds 'of the Thes,saloniki survivors., These circles maintained that in' 

each jewish community, a private Organisation for the Adniinistretion of '. 

Abandoned Jewish Properties is founded, whihc 'Hill profit ot' the perchanCE 

attained conaes~;ions of those ·to the comrrrunity,bythe Government. Tij.is 

concession, if adopted, would rei3ult in: , 

1) the abandoned properties of great 'valu,e of Thessaloniki will come to 

1500 jews who survived and reestablIshed themselves again in Thessaioniki. 

2) the exclusiorrfrom a happening concession, of the ,jews of Tje$saloniki 

who are Ilottoday established in that to\'-rn. ' '. . 

3) the, aba.ndoned properties of the alrriost completely exterminated j:evvish 

COlliIT1Unities will come to' some persons (:forexaInple 3 in 'Serees ~ 7 in Hall:Lc 

140 in Janina, 130 ill Corfou, 35 in Arta, 9 in Preveza) 

4) to render impossible' the planning and application of a single great,.:, . 

pla,p. of definite rehabilitation of the surv.:Lvbrs from the persecutions. of' 

the jews of Gre'ece~ having as economical basis the abilndoned jewish pro­
perties. . .. A t"') '-', - 6"" 
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This ttarro\.~' conception of things and theconstquent counterac-­

tion, brought 'about the temporary failure of the plan about the .foundation· 
of the Autonomous Organisation for the Administration of Abandoned 'Jewish 
Properties, and the prolongation for unfortunately some months, of the lac} 
-of. aIJ;J iliterest and of any care for the enlistment, grouping and d;iligent 
adminit::;tration of. these properties, administration which wouldb~ success-. 
ful only with suchan Organisation, governed by Jews under the .control. of 
the. Government .. One' year already after the Iibarati on, the jewish prbper-· 
ties of great value and especially the real estates, remain withdut adminif' 
tration and attention, and their value diminished dailYl: owing to ·theg:a~ 
mages and ruins brought a.bout by their uncontrolled accidental and arbi tra~. 
ry occupants. ­

This unfortunate state of things 'andthe nee-d 'for-the foundation 
ofa Special Organisation 'for the Administration of·the Ab@doned Jewish: 
Properties were understood/ already by experience, and the:h9.gmpetent p-t(blJ'c' 
services, among lvhich is also the Director of the Abandonea..Jewish :f>roper",:"," 
ties Administration Bureau, proposed by means of a repoFt tothelVlinist:r:'Y . 
of Finance, the foundation of suchan Organisation. ". 

'6 

Definite fate of the abandoned je'Nish properties 

According to the law no. 2210 of the year 19200.0. the py intes~ 
tate hereditary succession, relatives of the dec/eased are recqgnized as 
I egaI heirs in a straight altogether line, almost uhlimited; sidei}Jays un­
til even the fourth degree (cousins), In the case. of t,he absence of such. 
're~atives, the Greek Publig .Treasury becomes_ the heir. . 

The massive extermination of vvholej ewish famiiies 1:1.11d' genera­
tions resulted naturally in. the inexistence__ of relatives as legal heirs; .' .' 
for a quite important part of.the exterminated jews' and in the call of·the! 

.Greek Public Treasury to the inheritance of those properties. - The. Greek' 
Public. Trea$ur;r aiming to the grouping and ad.ministration' of those proper-~ 
ties coming to it by heredtta_ryright, ol;'ganised a ,spec ia.l service resi- ., 
ding the IIi'linistry of Finance 'and ruled by differentiaws the last of .' 
which is .the law no. 3039 of 1939.' - .1 

The jewish properties lacking relatives as heirs and coming fo~' 
that reason to the ownership of the Greek Public Treasury were not u:q.til : 
nO'll,' under the jurisdiction of a special serv'ice of the N~inistry of Fi-. 
nance (Service of. the Administration of non-claimed inheriten ces) for· two;·. 
reasons: a) because the death of the owner of the. property has not been: " 
proved in a Imvfulway (that is the drawing of a registered death deed, or' 
the proclamation of the disappearance· of the supposed deceased'by judiCial 
decision) and b) because the administration of &11 jevJ"iS!l abandoned proper, 
ties in general by a special service according to the 'la'wi? 205/43,1180/44 
2/44,. and 337/45 is until .LOW for the above exposed reasons only typical 
and ilOt real.· The Central Boa;rd of the ·Jewish COIilillunities of Gree,ce, fOl1.n 
ded in October 1944 , that is· a few. days after. the Iibera.tion of ece, .. ,,~ 
gudged that reaa of· expediency .imposed the adjouriunent of the ·stirr.ing 
up of the question of the defj.nite fate of abandoned jewish properties '&e-: 
fore t::~e Gove:C'LTHe.nt the public opinion, so it limited its activtties" 
a) the inition the oceedings of the restitution of proper..., 
ties to their surviving and returning fornier ow:ners or eir leg8.1 repre..,. 
sentE1_tives (agents or judicial ~oImnissloners) and b) to the secu,ring ofa' 
diligent 8_dminis,tration and preservation of tho~;e l)rOpert s by· ,a.s ·8.-; 
bov(~ mentioned .and not yet approved propo's ion' of. th(:,fouridation of eW .. 
Autonomou-s Organi ion for the Administration of Abandoned Jewish Proper-o:: 

-rC /' I ~4 -;
J,~ ·.. _i 

http:Gove:C'LTHe.nt


" 
.n::~ t t7" 

" ties. ~-Iowever, SCiClI conferences of· the Board of the Zioni Crg[u:i"sa:
Y 

tion of Greece reest£3blisnod in .'Athens, occupied themselves from the firs 
moment \'Jith tIlls serious question, and traced political direction . 
"'IV ell wOLlld be followed in the future by the Centrel. Jewish Boan!}. ·.... ~~his 
political direction Climed to ' attB.inment of the resignation by the 
Greek Public Treasury of its he itary rights to the ab8ndoned jewish" 
'properties, and to the by lavr concession of theo~m.1ership for th.e· defi 
nite rehabilitation of the surviv jev\fs. For supporting of that· 
requ~st ought to .be used as ruoralargument, that it is not logic.al EJ.ncl 

(does not e,gree '-",Q the moral traditions of the ek Sta.te to want to 
profit, of the misfortune v.Jhich struck the jw-v:rish popUlation of thecQUll­
try', for enriching the public trea&rury with the properties of its unfor-::­
tunate citi zens, and as 1e gal argument that the Greek Publ i.c r.preasura· , 
taleing by law ~ charge' of the administrat ion of t.he jewish reel' estates,' 
and'move,ble properties, is legally responsible of the by negliger~ce and ." 
consequent omission of rofitablemeasures, occur pillage and plunder 
of st 'all jew:i, movable properties made l:?y population. For the' 
parti .at le£wt removal of that responsibility" [~nd rehabilite.tiotl. of : ': 
the injustice made, the Public Treasury must give'up its heredit,ary right 
on t.he abandoned' jevvish It opertie's and ,dispose them for the defini.te re.... 
habilitation of the surviving jews. 

For this concession to be 18SGlly (llid c':?lly possible, it 
was indispensable to de:firie from the first, the. egal person by whom the 
by law concession '.vould be made. For that reason, the foundation of an .' 
:Associe.tion for the Hehabilitation of the Jews of ece, on. the follov.!ir~ 
basis was faced: . '. .' ! 
1) All jews living in Greece before Septeinber 1, .1 can· parttcipate in.; 
this Associ·ation. . . 
2) Each jevrmember of the Association, will have a social part gr~ater· i 
for the h~ad o:f the famfly and smaller for each member of the fc3niily-· .. , j 

3)' Those villo .have cooperated with the conqueror and consequently are rich) 
and in no need of rehabili tation, c~not be members of the Assoc:Lat~on.· ·1 

4) 'Upongiven presuppositions, may be recognized members of the Assoc 1 

tiOl1, jews of Greece establIshed in Palestine before September 1, 1939,. 
having no property and being evidently in need of rehabilitation. 
5) Every social part will be reI)resented by an ON nership deed published 
in the name of ·the beneficiary and not possibly transimissible without 
the consent of the Administration of the Association. , '.' '.' 
6) By the .decision of the majority of the meI1ibersof the Associ~tion, mayl 
.be decided the voluntary massiverehabilitation in Palestine, by the 
buying of a great extent of ·land for the establishment of the mem­
bers, by the Association. . 

: 

. After the by_.law concession of the ownership of the abandoned 
jewish properties to the Associ8tion,the Administration of the- 'latter m. 
may iinraedie..tely er1ter into negociations for a loan Vii th the Grea.t. Jewish· 
Philanthropic Organisations of the extertor" (ex. "iToint Distribution)bn" 
a mortgc1ge of its la:gge property in real. estates, and begin its work on:, 
the definite rehabilitation immediately after the cOllclusion of the loan~l 

The liauidation of the real estates of the Aclsoc ori mu:it be . 
made slowly and systematically so that no crowded offers and no reductiQn 
of the prices occur, and can he prolonged for a length of time which can :'1 
last ten years. 1 

. i 
8 '1

'':l . Preparatory work and a.ttained results 

petition of the'Jewish Geptrai Board for the concessiono.!.,].:~~~~~~ .. 
I 
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the abc:indoned j ewishproperties was pre ed unofficially to the Greek 
Goverriment'last August. The res'-11t of se steps was the approval cif a 
decision, o,fthe Ministerial Council under the date of August 24, 1945, and 
corrlIDunicated to the Jewisn Central Board, by e document of the' Ministry of' ' 

,Finance. 

, By this decision" the, 
abandoned 

Government declareq. his resigna~, 
tiori of his hereditary rights on jewish profe rti e,s, and deci­
ded~tb~t all, ttesB properties.be ,sed for, phiianthropicpurpos,es})rin;... 
'ci{p~iiy je~ish. 

, , ' 

, As may be seen the'contents of,the aboved~cisionofthE 
Ministeriai Council not taking the type o'f' a law and co nsequentlynot este..,.. 
bl'ishing a definite arJrangement of the question occa'sioning no 'legal :sequeE 
tration for the Greek Public Treasury, it i s divided' in two parts~' The ' 
first ~rt refers ,to the resignation by the,Greek l~blic Treayuryof his 

'" 	 heredi,tary right,S on the abandoned jewish projjerties, The second part re­
fersto the disposal of tho'seproperties for "philanthropic purposesprih...;. , 
cipally, jewish".' ' 

The Jewish Central Board made known unofficially to the Mini!: 
i,ter of Finance who had signed the above document , that the first part refer 

ring to the resignation by the Greek Public Treasury of his hereditary, ' 
rights on the abandoned jewish properties is accepted by it" but the second 
part referring to the,d sal of the properties for, philanthropic purposeli: 
princiaally jewi,sh is repelled; it asked that, this second part be changed" 
and, ma e to,' contatn a formal declaration on the, disposal (Jf these 'propertie i 
for .therehabilitation of the w.ews wr.J.o survived. ,The agremments in:relati 
with th8.t questionha<;l alrec.tdy begun tot8ke afevourablle appearanc9Jfl but·" 
the reSignation of the Greek Gover'mmftErb Under Admiral Voulgaris a.ccurred. ': 

'Side by side withthe above' activities' and aimiIlg a) to ..the' 
enCOUr[clgeme:nt of the predecessor government to' thetaJi:ihg of the pursuited ' 
decision and b) to the moral enchaildng of the political parties for the ", 
parliamentary period following the carryin6'out of the elections, must he 
pursuit{;d the signature by the Leaders of all" political parties of a' decl 
ratton approving the resjgI1E,tion by the Greek Public Treasury cf its 
hereditar;f ghts on the a.bandoned ,jetvish properties and tb:e concession of 
those properties for the rehabilitation of the jews who survived. Such 
declarations signed separately by almost all the Ie of the politi, 
cal pill'ties e, :f:com tilG extreme right to, the. 1 ,eft , 8rllong' 
thef bet so the already President of the Goverr'.Jnent M:t. Canelopou-I 
les." 

. " . This ,was the VJ0:t;k ~,cco:q)lishe~ ti~llthe present 'time for the" 

,flxatlon of the fate of the Jev'!1,sh propertles In Greece. problem was 

,of exce,Ptionalimportance, and, for its further effeetive confronting" it is 

necessary to accelerate the foundation in Athens of a ecial bureau fOl'" , ,i 
the follmi\ring of that question, foundation vi!hichVlas decided between the 
Jewish' for Pl'destine, ,and' the l'vorld Je;Nish Congress. 

Athens, Hovember 15, 1945. ASCHER MOlSSlS 
LAViYER' 
O:F TIlE, CENTRAI,< 

,BJARD ,JEWISH COIVl1VluNITlES: 
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llAlAGES DUE TO JEWS 
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I 

' •.' 	 i Fron 19~ to the end of the war) during the peri ad of racial &113­
I3TlmedQn and perseoutions, ttl.eJewe of Roumania have ht1\l to suffer 
ire~t ~d varied damages,whi.oh nlight 'be 01ass1. fi ed under the follow... 
lng soheme: . 	 . 

1. P.@..!:fA@ ~o' TI§tSQlltl>
. ~ i~ . £. 	 . 

./"U'ilUt!llll.. d.~... g qtvi1 t;roublee/ June 1940.1 prQgomes .... 
. ·ov~er l~ Jfm. 1941( $ass...kl11~ng I June 1~41. 

, Jassv val$r~l '. 
de.atI1$ :r·e~ul."~ting. f.ro~ .displa9.eJiItentand. deportation. /Aug..... 
Oat .. 1941 J\lfl8 1942,Sept. 194,21· .' '. 

1.... 	 i tx_.,£0110.'#. iIles.· d18Plac.emant '.' 
n ·0amps., slav&'!'Y#ork In de~ . 

tacb.Iu~nls / not to men ti on the g'reat number of consump.... 
tim'; ands.yphilis ,caused by extrem(~ poVt~rty. . 

e 
ora')or9ton 

b. 

. 	 . 

l~aldu> at ....!ly ·th~ l)\at~ or author officials under 
Verr3l'l10 $, and not returns or paid. for. This means 

property.,·.""". ......... '.. rom the Jew8,ei therby 8 
$~eoial law o:rbjapp ..ce of ,R_ le,'w on. fitat ins~Q~ .to 
t..le J eli$~' In .lhis ,category are also l.ate:r evioted 'P17oper... 
tieS! ·lIl1iah have beqri retUl"D,sd bylaw, but1nfaot are 
:nrlli~d. '. Ita quot~fro.mthie catt~gor1 .~. . . ..' .. · 

. a/'1fro~rty/ cattle.end~tQ,018 /frqm,landed~oods/f1elids
'. Qrei1ar(1sJviney~as. forests, ete./aa well. as crops. " 

an.d.. ..·e.l.· p.r. 0. d.ucH;s '", als.·.<1. t~l.s?,e ..tG .. r 	 .. eJ?at.i:lere.~ ~d. tr@ns.:po:rted
to. othe:t plm]es. I lJ.ecree :;.;l&7; J.~4Q ana. a3lo/l940l'. 

hi 	ll;lduatri,al_plantra snd stookofraw .\iJ$terial and uBl"~ 
cih.•·.tm.',Ufl,.'!l·omm.Qy. fa.ot.or~8s,esp€;ej.. a.·,.11I.. those inre­
lati()nio natural .prQducts/Deoree OOlcv'lB40/ 

c):fdoa pa1>11.n ~~Qod,8 . 
. re~~isitj~me.'spo(,...tally fromJ.6ws,. as the outfit of 
m1~1 t.i~\.ry nasp! tale / S. pt. 194V i 

9.bligatio~u to give things conforming DeGree 2909 of 
vot~ 21, lV41, ~ithtt1reat. ol oonf~nement in sase of 
nOll"!'exeoutl o~hilundreds of tllous~;:l.lcis ooats t suits•.... 
shoes;.·lln~nJ blankets,sheetsi plllow~andf:1o 0., wer~:: 
~.rl van by t~a .~ fH'il.~ ) and ;"!ere VHU6d,.~,t1ellj as worn ohf::q:l
J€tots as nignas 1.800.000.000 .... J.;s61.. . ' '. • 

d/ confiscation of' goods, i)'s: motor-cnrs •. motoroyol~sl,b 
..~dcles,ETm8 ,:, .Wireless-sets, oAl11{3ras , akys' and all'&.ne 
pelonglng,~ t akanfrofndepor(;edJ ews. . . 

http:all'&.ne
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2. In,g0fI6~ aken 01er v 	s· t e J from produot i v e groperty, ex~ .. 
propr ate:, e'ventemporarly 1 

a/ from land.ed property / 
Offioial statf4c estimated these 

b/from ~ban pro'p~:rty 	 / €Soo(iI., 4it.o.()ordlng tg the .th6nr~.. 
I (lug,ed.. prioes fIxed by the 'State 
lana. whlQh were to b~laldby 
~ fl'.'ozen stock,',s " at ~ . the.1. .were 
I n:"er issued, by the way / ana.
I taking ~ntQacoounttheJews of 
IHQ.umanla .only, w1 thoutth()s~ 'a1' 

'./ . Nort~em Buoovina •. Be~H\Jerab~a '. 
1. ~dtirertlBy:lv{l1l1a .tof.suCh· ~£trG;ts.~
/	 l
I fg.:ir' y:s.r~ t~~;t~e~re~~i'l~[~

milliards. ' . 
,.,.'.. 

01 frome;xpropriated enterprises or Euch put underState
control ...' '. . ) 

. d/ from ~ecurl ties/ 'of ttH~ realeaiate -urban Credit of JaasYl 

3. !ue§ levied Qlill, QnJp'w~h 

eo/ Mili~nrI duti~fiJJ£roIn If)''16% add.ad to ordinary taxtla,onthe 
, in?oYiie or. f£lt11§}s"wIL. had one member £1 t for' m~ll tarl, sa.r~ '. 

. . vlca~ aged rom Io-50 years / Deoree 4th DecsUtiJer.19;.1/ . 
.' . . 	 ..' \. . 

b/Dfap~aa.tlondutiea ·cf'rom·21f-rv9... ~vork eet-3blf:.Bhe~ byd(&(j~~lon.
of 111e Geutral Cc~s8nry for the Jews at tIle F~te8idenc1 . 
of the Council of N!irdsters I about 3 £n1.11j erda I .' 

0/ sVecial oOJl,t.ri·bl),}~OJl o! 4,tt1i.111.ar~s·l. o.f which al!ou,t aoo' 
~111iO~H3wer.e lltlldlen.lorC'eCl by tneP'resideney 01 the 
t,-O·H,'".., "·...i; . \1'1 " Q 	 '. .. ' """V o,.c·.I.. '''''in} stn,'('~"'~ /.1. .. 

tV obllguti Oll ,t~? !JubsoribfJ to th61Qanfor~:t66rlltfon / DeoreE 
9th Awgust 1~~41.1 for ~t laastfo'llr.. times'&tle amount of 41.... 
reot taxes owed: by Jews / 2 1/4ml11ta.rdswere thus sublJor1~.·
bedl '.' .. 

81 higher~)rioe for breadpald 'by Jaws, and so 011. 

4. Lgs'lll Q~ igoQilli eremaui fold. We qUGbi ! 

a/ Th\,)se, suffored by' civi+ servants 001 prj, '(pte employees dis... 
mi s$ed o:naecuunt of t::le roumani satHm o1sts\ffs t without 
wamil1~ or retri bLi_ti on J' . . 

i 

b/thos~suffered bymos:t~awyer8, en~J;o.e$r8 arch1tects.mani. 
of tn.e aCGo~tauti:l and phatmaoeutlsts) ldlOw~re not allow" 
to follow ttwtrprofoasioh ur by the docto!s t den tists ,ac­

·to.,ro, il1uslcians. wrltere·"nawspapar..-menJ whose prac.tice W9.$ 
liridted to Jewishclrcles,. 	 .' . 

il/ those suifared. by persons di BQlaced J confined in ghat toes 
o;r camps of .::!Ollcent rt 1. Qn J or deportees. 
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d/ t~ose suffe!e~ by merchf'..n~B,industrlals, and 'ttOrkmen>'~i 
were notallo'ie~ to GXerel ~e their commeroe or were not"::,; 
given rfr,~' materlals orau,thorisatiolUl tQ ex:port~iru:porl~:~ 
transport goods or buy foreign ourrenoy.' ,{~, 

, , , "~r:~ 

81 those sUf~"ere,d, ~y YOWls,' men wllo were n,ot allowed to qon-.SL
tinue theIr stuaJes and hHv,e lost sever~31 years ofsQhool~ 
training,' '.," ',V 

5,. ~r!;:ft/affi~;~~l~r~h:ff~5:r::l:ntTo~a~led that we c,annot 

a/ Huge expenditure made bv the Jews in order to ~ev1eVl " 
, thei~', cltl.ze,',w!>f,lfp and their Ulltv,er8i t,Y" ,de~rees and, I!Z"o.. 

feaslonal tl tles, ao(wrding to the laws lb9;1938' ana. " 
401/1900 ... Goven~lllf~:nt Gog's.... Ouza/ ' 	 " 

l\he sp..me for the stab11isa.t10nof the J 
c" onf'ormi t"Y Wj,th,",JJ,Hcree,' 2650;9t,h, Augu,fil,t

" di t 'wi th oo:ntest~lti 01'1f01"" 
.~.!~totl~a law of Eutprep!ia " 

b/ ' tiLt) J ewe sent to CGel'CiV6 
ha to pse ,trial routflt andtgolsar:d 'supp()rt, t, ,,' 
selv'8s, the sums allo.$ted~. afewLai a-day, belngtotall;y
·unadeq ua ts 

0/ ,thenooesslty IOrrtlost of thes~Jawsto oloee their 
. tmdertakinge or sell thf7In in order to have what icr) live on;

:JI -Hembvin~ expenses} fr~j1)i tri~~hoDles fllld . a~d trmnendo~, $Um~ 
':' 	 forrenr.; S ,J n,N~'oclatoo at free pri oas, the losses of havit 

t9sel1 at rUlf-tOUS prices in orner.to be able to pay :for 
trJ.osa rents. ." ' .. , 

ii., QQli CEijllHi •. Wl1Qi~fJQiR~ 

I. All the damag~~,', "a.fO:r.6,,!,,"qUot~t)d,~O~e.ern, theSta~eor State Offici~lttlfiu . 
It makes noal:fr~:r@tH)6 ·U".ta.t the $tate 1s tot~llly r&aponsible / for ' 
1ust. be:tlfean 19~194.1/ or pleads to have been under German in­
fluenfi)8, tntD does~otcono@rn injlAl'sd Jews. '.. 	 , . 

. ' . , ' 	 '. ­

II. 'I£he dernage$ (.h:tllseti by pri nita persons come und.er two denominations.' 

8/ those CBllsedth,roUgh oollect i ve Of' lnd1 vid UBI acts of vi 01 $[lee 
as are htmdred of orimes, lootinge" viQlent dlo1GostiOI)sfrom ­
hOl1aes, shops, factur1esj aBsonof.houS8S" shops, temples, ei14.90 

b/ 'rhe ob1:I gation to sell at at ruinous pri cas under t:l:rreats or ,
violence J or t bemena06 .of expnopri uti 011 .or coaroiotl ,in jUl'! dicS: 
rom. 
Ai tllOU&il. the,se . f.Hot~ Gould no~ hav'Ei, Hppened if -trley had notlJaen--­

enOOUnp6(1 by ti1~ antlJewlsh fe(pme, wnich w.Bllteda total l'cUDJB1'l:lsa- ' 
tion ana ;unlshed concenlmen t or Jewish good,~ under Houmani an %lames,
still having b~e.n done by privRtepersons, tne1r authors are ~fully
responsible before the law. . 

x 

x 
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. After Rr)wnarli?ll t s, ~e!/l~ega.tl an., from the Germans racl a1 di ~J 

crlmlnatiofls ceG.~ef1 to ~e lavd~l. and,theJ ewe were aupposf;td to 
get ba.Ok.... tneir rlt,.'h.'tP. but. it,faot. the;"e reetltuti ODS. were not 
tpadegoad , and tlre leas 80 . ne [amages due to them; but o:nly
In very 6IQ.all a measure. 	 '. , . 

. 	 , 

•. Regardtag the.di6poslticons token by the State. the 1$wo£ . 
lJe..e.,ember.19.,. 1 .94.4, No. 641, ora.ere.d. t~a·.re$titution of propertt.6.S
but. an ellQeptionwf:.\S made In ftlVOUr 01 tenants like 1 civil $er~ 
vents,. p~ll;slop.ed. 01 yil ftetv£ln ts,; 'dlisB.b~e~l serv i9,e....men. \fia~.r':,'s, 9r phsrii 
worionen. ; . lI,i:10 fleld tl.lf:l hO.. U$e.l$. :fro,mtne State!.. and w..ere . a11owe.d to' '. 
h!)ld .. thdm. at.' lea~.t. un.ti~ .19+U.:.,...•..~.·.oms. ,0. ·t.. i~ers .. lk~. pha...rme.cu.,: u.tist.· s) . 

. 	",flO had to 1£1 va oack tile>"~_$to -:their,Jewlsn owners. Viare 
~7811 ted. new lloe:lC€l5~ne~t tiQor to the old ones. The Statt~paid 
n.odamage·sl 11el.t.n.er ·a!dt.hey.refun.d the inoomes they had drawn , or 
p,sy tor va"lisbles wl.d ah had beans talon. .' '. 

" ". 	 . , 

.... In oODoertl witJ:lP!!lat~penlOns;tile rawo!, 1 August 1945 .';' 
.NQ. 607 ,permlt ted 111 ·luni tedcas,:~s, the uosslb'-l.ity of canc{~liation
of trclrlsactionsooereiy~ or ruinous, b~t the i6g,81 procedure is 60 
involved th8,t very fe. 'la:w~eu1 ts have been broughtot· their right... 

,ful· end. . 
. 	 . 

. Heo8n\!~a d~ma.lld,~vae fprwarded :for the r(;~tl tution of some of 
the sumspa;l6 dU1"lngtrlOSS ye&rsof terI'9r,./ &3 taxe,ef~rexemp..· 

. t1onfrom813ve~lab0u:r orextraon'linal'vlevJes / totne rede:ratlon of 
the' 01:iol1. of Jo"t6hCOllif,(;Ull.iti~s. !tbe. aU6war of~hs F'residenc;v of . 
the JJUI;,ellofi11nisters wasthet thesfjsllil1s areconslderad .a 
0on:tribu.t1on to lhe war I the· war against the A.llies 111/ and the 
Jews io~ht to appreciate that they were nots6D,t to die, in the . 

.~ . 
war /1 Tt. . 	 . .... '. . 

. The. Ste'3tes p.Oih~ .0; vle\~ thu8e~:~resee4' cannot. be corw1.l1atad 
'iVith the faot that t~le }aop~6' s Co url ,Ju.dg~s ~d cpndem:ns ~he authors' 
~of rac1~ orimf3sagains ttneJ ew~ ~ .~l1U~ ~nowl1lg tnat the ~tate utl.... '. 
derstana.s ·to punish robberYBl1d lootintl ,or any e~ac~1orl through . 
vio1en.ce. DoeEJ it at thesf:1me, tim~ want tokeeptne nenefits of 
$uch deetlf.il. 'l Even iJ the aotual -TegiIne blame~ them1.~detde done 
by1t.$ pr,dfJC@BSOrf), tbiB is llo~ eno.ugn and aoes.notdimini$~ its 
responsabill.tY.. ". . . . .. . . 

. "If the, wTI,?n.g~ done to J.>3WS are con.'5idered as p.av ingb.e.·an an '. 
sfleet of the ~i tleri te or 'fa.soist regimes then tIle J(rwsmust· be . 
ranged wfth ,the War:-victi,ms , which J 1il f f.1ot Jheyant ;0. Qndthe' Jewish 
geo~le JUust ~e Goyunds-rcll as Hw credi tor 01 the hi t.ter.i te~fa~ci at 
uttii'tes ! as LTertlatly at,lU .ungary•. A p:f1rt a~109a~ed' for reparatlon .' 
iliUSt be allotted to tao j sws, !lot to ,the 1I,dl"Vl duals .but to the .. 
Communities, and b~ 'lJiled for reuon.struction, :reeducation, emi(:;ratio:n· 
and2oon~ . ' . . . . 

'. ';rhe J ewo are an? way ti'l~~craditors of t'::le. Rour':!Dlliun State on .. 
whose te!'T] tory the aa:?:~es ua~e been d?ue. Asking for rep~r!;ltlon '. 
tlle JfiJWS do not !.uean to narIn tue HOUl1!anlant."eop~e, ~\'hose }i!l.nc&rlty 
cannot be ptoved ot.herw,ise)han9,J putt1.11g rig!lt the aiJ.eat& of, ) .. 
the crimes suffered by tile Jerls. ltlghtfulnes~ w111 not be oetnbllS11ed 
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,'""til~ .L f.·h.tl"·"'ro¥'l.",.C~_I'fH:.rA' 1._1'~1 ~;,,~ :.:.·.""l~-Ibt~Jed\oj, c.."'$;,.A, ·r;.,,(o."ofJ,J t"t""!'i""'1'>·1·."1·,J. "'," t·h{j,·.ITy\~t';'-'f;~i.;I';} .'. .~Q " ... "'v~· ...,._ Di":-
.• ~t '~J~'. nTi,'i .. "" ~4 ,V;J.J.. ¥",;.'~. 	 \_, 

element ryfort.1 of repera ti on. for t lJt: wrongs comm1 t ted. 'Sette t;tons 
are also necEH3flary to eerve aBf;;n l'i1:{uijple in order to avoid' /the '. 
err(p's bel!i8, repet~d ,6l8pecinlly fjQ in. t:J Gountry \fih.ere ins,;1 sm at!l.' 
D"'''f'!''' Ci't·"inp. tr.. -, 1 n .,..,\ '," nt'''' "·1 n· dft 	 '.t: !;,.l";'tt,J'.l:!l ·· .... 8~1,.;. ....... IO~'. ;:....I,;~.4,~/ ..·.d .... 1 K#. . . 


. .• We w911'nl::>vtt.hH~t thaRourli\\ni~ :State. will r~18e tile (;U.~s,­
tlon of:i ts i,nC:Hlj.1acli. ty of ]Hl~eo.t. due to itf~ heavy w~r.t.d.1it1 eli and 
the ~ons~c)lt1v'} ~.. ~~Va1uatl.. 0.11.0.f 1te. CUl"r'!i;noY.I. tE.le ac.. t.tlsl.'h.Udg.,.~.,.t .. bas 

·	reaone{l ;~£.w sum 9f 6ootJ-"7,oo mill! ard$, Vlbj Ie taG pep6r (i~1 88100, 18· 
t\QQ\1t l~oo ml11u(l'da. I, 11hla p~jectl 011, may le~d to oontrov~rs1ef;i . 
qn:the.. 'w..t1..o., un't~, t::;> ..?.. ~ p. aid. a..,B ttJ.demn. i.~.e.tl~n.l.. ~ut I:; r;?r,C~~$(.. W111, 1.t . 
pr~!ent t~e .. :res,t1tut1on,~v~n Jndev~lue"A +th~, O.L i.•• {, sum"" Ullju~.t­

. ly caehe,;;t ~)'J tLV1I1 ;;~~.~t~, tiTrou~,b f!llUI-JC;m!,tlot.H~~;r~~~:lSPr. z.:fl1,:"n,. o~" .' 
'.. H!t')~e 1ili110Ut1tc)evi,e:.~thr0!;ieht.le Ce!ltr"'d9f~J>.:inl9.r I \"~fil~~},Oflic'

.' ..of j1\oum."'!!'l~~:lr lli?WS! f~ jrlsil tutiOH 0 r,rted by thlJ ~j~f:it\'~ tort.n:ilia~)oF. 
lnfG41-1~~,t~ " , 

ZI ~l~h$ dalP.&ga e.~r~~·0"'6(1 by~U.(~ROWl~iBtt ~t;8te a!ld~l ttO .' hYth:}Wa~ 
, -.it QtseJ.. ". .. 

· 3/ Pilat o~c th~:~·ai'lla!J':ea tbbarf!,1d by Jiixis;...StateB lor w:'·tr~i·®t'iR1;~tt.oua, 
'.' ·M·U"'t' 

_ 
}..~ '.">!lI·i

'. 
d· ·t· 1" w· .t:'.";#'~4,~~>"?'" ~~_""-~U.. " n""' o".!1L~""V' . :",.;t.:>: <fiI~_"'. v~~. ~'a". t h."l .. ····.':;.·..,"""- • ,\J1:.:!. 	 _ 

.i 
'IP' 

!i""'.~ .t7Lh h. r'.1'·l·'·I····'('.'~~ Qi;.~.;." t ~,;i .,;.~,. J.'··;;;,w·f.,;h· 
'! 

.". ' 
, LlJ. _,.ft.!}. _,:~;.~ It<t',J 	 -w \...~.,,"!" ti.t 

· . . j:.;omJ:l1.~:m.tliy tnT. recon~,trnct,ion. rli(;ri~mii{;~,UOn, flnef!~ig;rt1ttr'l,i.\: 
· 	 " ';(' . 

.".. .. .' tll 'i'he .Rol~l?.nj.·. f~~.\ ... St'~1 h~, .tl;~o ug.hlt~ c.0rretlt. b~dga~., R!UA;t.'. ii~ll'lo.t...'~:.~,u.,.IJ.'h·•.' 
". aumS~la.ar.e 'H'IH;efls~ry to rt):l:~ > T"0S ti ~t. tj. miLO tIl{1 Jf1IWS ,0 ftll~"r" 

. " afaOtlP tB,QI· W1il C.r:l tx~e j we:rlfllef:r~\ ude(l~ t.hroll:f,(b.autljtnfl J$hf}l@~8U!;'.tJS· 

. and, gut~tfQ~e:t\ll~hat ya,ll~eIl"e~~('lto un6rt1~(t f311 th~':;':> . 
other lQeses$\;i:'fE.1Iie~.by .Jawe~· '. . ..... '. .', . 

'. \ 

(').nl . n . .r . ;,f 

_·~~~l~"_.._/~\~,...M_~_,..-·:.:-_·',.r~ ..""' ..... ~,~ . 
:. '. , ;': . ': .'. . ' .'. . " . .,:' , "', "~'. 

It j sv"try' dlffj'cr,ilI;t0~~t~bll8.l1thff. ataoun't ofd.~Bge~t>Jt
"couldt>e' J:ian~otl,ly'\i)y '. a:'J t~lqOO$tamQung th0$Urviling J'.fJW6~' :'.........•. '. 

, . .... l'b1 B. i~iqu~!;t~fil@ciIld~'rt ~Ata)1 b:t}Je(ti)rl;~ J1~}'tllahCo~reas.
Roulllanifitl eectlpt.i" 1ntil~i, S\lM!i'Gfc:T orJ94u a ,?utmoi3.t JI~:rt oi;,hIG\ ,', 
r!J~tij.d81could ~e t. r~~1 otdy Htttl:~ b~gl?:ltU1g 0 1: 19~6,. ~J$l9'lll.s.. ,. 
ttO!iS were (.hl{~f1Ym!l.d~,the:re ~1f,htH'li'theJe'>t)l :popu13h:Jfi <~l,utd ~l.lppJ 

~ 'r~lln\'lt ~(~~"'~~ ~>w·...,I. 'I..-;.L t>}""'ti;ri n \if' 	
, \'d. _ t;;:t 

t'.\t4oe • 111\>;1""V . ""'" u. )<,.. ~=t 1 ' . ...,,, J ~"1."Y1,,; ... ,.·,·'·1~'..",,,-1•. '. ".1 ~ ;;.,>"".1 -:v _,;t, . ,..;.J.~ ~ 
• 	

. ,".1 .l.: >i,r 

.. ~. 
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laooDoll :;U'S 'oro ;jP,l'son j £$ t .mini r(lUW tob~ rr.;Q~nme . ~r9 

head. l);sp<Hlial1y ~i;/ irl rLssar; 01 ll!.ful Buuovlng wr~ole nousellOlcts 

'of thousands of J~:rNswer~~ completely destroyed. 


'. Taking as e. iai.,dle .,term for damages the alYJopnt of 1500 1 pro

pe·rooll, it resul t$tilet. for t.ne ~60 •.o()o J awswho were ip ROU!'11Rllla 

bt1for~ .tbe war, a tott~l 8::ll?u"ut 0l' 1<. roill.iar4.,; 1.sdue. fie tlt;otrv as 

exampl~s 1, Conf3tan~a 1 48o.', . HJ~aratl •.23~ ~ Vaslu19B.6. t. 

The ~atllod used t..Jr tne inquest by the iwotid' JewlshCOngrese . 
~ouIDr\:~dan~eoti OIl, h~1S bSt.5n. thorouf;:,hl \/ examdned bv aGO:amll ~lsjon of' .~tud~ es. 	 '... t) .1 . ..' . 

" Onl,X da;ii8t;re8 b~~sed ~n cOlivinoi~g argulllentlil i'ieTBtaken into '. 
aooount • .a.v~rY'fJnere tlw tln.:t:, ~,~lwhtcn those d8iEage.e were d?nB ,W,llS
8s,eartedeJ'tn they w.ere elass1 IJed acconji:ngl y_ No deola.rf.ltlon of '. 
.datna~e w1't~,out i 't~· value. wa.s -c9uf>i tlere.~;.. , Wfia~'e they-ear coula not 
~e e~tBbliBtlEid tni~WfilH oorlfd dered /£j oad pOl,.nt for the applican t. ,
'Ihe d8Ul&ges cal cula:~tild In. Lei, yearly, aceo!:ling to t.heir_ natu.re and 
ta.kl~ aeco~.t of t~.~v£:trJ,ati~8 of prices n~vfl been 8f:tablished on . 
the 1:iaal~ (if. tUd 18~..value ot the lei ~md tt1en rev~'l ued [i,ndtr2~s­
fo:.rmed.if!.dotl~rs b.l~the offioial rat.e, of tha.t time. add1ng·38%

'. b0nu8, tnls ofnng t.ne near vt::lue of tl:ledol1.aT Btthat time. 

kft~'r ~~orld\{i~r 1, to whi~.h±1ouH~¢;niajo1Iied) commissiOlis " 
,WEtI'd, formed toa~t!iiollSh and vRlue,tl:K~~unages done to t¥~ l~habl tent" 
(.)1: tne ~untry) ~,n oTd~r to ~·.:r[ill t ul t'.:'r~Gr repa:ra ti OllS;. lnE! ~tata : 
deolined any TiJEipOl:.i.sabJli ty and~ repar8t1;~ns wera to ge grantf:Hlfrom . 
enemy i'U.lldil~Jv re:pjt:rala on.~waro 6!Sr. pai d except, a few emaIl ones J . 

for elec,torfitl~t!:ur:p~ses~ ,The 0111y (jamat3e~ whi ell werep~),id to Rou~an1 a . 
were thuse sut feTed· by tlie Alli as, in. tIl;.) oil-fields and the oil"'!'in4i 
dustr}" .Whj~8h had, bean. d$stroyed wi?h a vi~~ of hlnd~ring saine to. '. 
fall Into German hands .. A oond Was Issued 11:1 pounds and dollars, " 
amortt'Mible arid paying 110l'EfVnnue. 

bpeuialcowmissi.otlS hAlv.t~ eot8.bli shed also ·the da'1l.agee

suffered o'ythe inhabitants through 8:ir-:-ra1ds~ but no~ in .orderto 
 I. 

, pay any !ep~.ra,Uons / as.th@ Germans h8(1' dOl!e. until1944/'but jWJt 
. to (lstsblisn tIle. q,ugll t y o·fiiar-da:mag.d.,',~hICh iilnUtlad to soms 
e.dvBntages aohousin~t 10anf()~' reeonetructlon. remittance of'.' ;. 
taxes, an t1. so ',on- 01 course W1 t n the eXGeptio!:. ot, th~ J e"?B who "'. 
:o;ot. nothi1lgnl but were' oblige.; .;0 ~ubscri be to t.tH3 Fund fora.sf s:tanc r 
to wracked pfwple. '. ..,. 

, , 

~;t) f\. r .~.~. :n'·D. ec! t <r'lb 1 i 0 '11'he, '1' ';;;O<,!A'" i10' ~;"::'.' 0"'16' ACl~..4.;,
1iI!Ii'\,." '.1...l,.. t ..,);.). V W ." u •. " , -1>, ,...to, .V_·J.. ,._~ <4~~ ,,-.. D C "'~ ~) J.J ~~, 

now also vrQc~ed' :08 jt:iri C(>11 f;f)ions.l fonrte/ ~y ajudc'e J a.. ' .. 
. . 	delegats ~f tlleJewi;sh Dopulattonand H 1'tlP resent 1? a ve' of. the State 

The proceClXt'G otlght to, t)6short J free of' tees., exo~ptinClt one small 
-taJ 'to ,lJS paid~2 tLle ~~I?aged ,':hose prt~ ten tj: Qns exceed Y~H 6l~n8 
gran tl?d by the vour-t. :rlll:e would priirv,en t excessive. de:nan~~la. h~"" 
perte !Jill hAve to be Bppointed 0118 .ior 011, [lpcordj,l'1g toU~~lr 
speetelit:i,es} for otilerWl se the.fees DE:id to tt.lem by. the ilpplicant 
'liquid be too uea:vy. ~"'re:~ tray.el ,for wi tnea~eB as· wel~ as free 
purvOYfUloe ()f necessnry proo:fs s,Cl0uld be gJven fInd the Commission 
81 t ting Wi," th.ttlt1 o~:'lir"Jnry ~ort, 86 Duma.rous ., a~ tEe..• nl~ber of the 
eases aernmnd. the \.iOr!l.r!JUIll tIes mm,t be gllow611' 1.0 aot for the dead 

\vIC. 'c.~q' .and the .:1.i.$3ppeared. 

http:tl:ledol1.aT


... 7 ­

1170GG 
J(iYMEN'r, OIi' ntJ4AG~S 

'.. . 'This dependaOll tbe .wnoUIlts to btl')~:id mnd lheillaanS to do 
1t .l~ 1a 6llg~je$ted t;h8tth~~ p~'1nente be, mn:i:a by a . Casb-Of:El ee . «¢it 
:QaliE1gee, J hAaVltg two ,iele&';£l'tes, one of tr!8 SbJte Bn::1 one.-)f the;" 
J.t.wl sh Comm~lty, ,unda:rtn~ aU,fH?JfVl $10rul the o~m,!, 

'" This C?stl~()ffic,e :JOuld hold in eust0~y th(~ trums nl10tted by . 
the .1'O\.UllB~l[rn ~tatr;; aUiJ tnos8f,;r1sing from tne. reparations due by
the' Axis..·..,tst8S. ·11.11 thtllse EHIIni.l wj 11 tL8V'c tob\i~ uaedonly for repa­
ratlon,Ie, reconstruotion (Jr re-orgvuh::B.ti,?u. ,~ shed,ule will be draWl:! 
8.~~ P90r Qqppl(? will have ty rf;mdyf~ caS!l • fOr. tP!~ :n~st ,DayrllWlt
v,hll' '. ~'a .::. ',I' t, r,J'to()rr'l-i r' ,':/ , f- t, 1 ,nort ;1\"'" c.~ t.,.j; t';, r.:. "If~ ")U·"'; 'l. ,~l'\ )lJ:' """ 'q 

< --" • f'4.J. '.I:.! ~ U'~ ~~ \ ...,,....... ...... t_'-.... l C'. U '-J _,·..".'~i ':'"'..,~ r,,'J. .... ~ -!_•• It ".....J.. ~ """," \.:,i , •. f~J \ ,.i."',~', i';\J.,l U, , 


th~· uJ.'B'cncy 01 tu,::!., C:tUle urw, !J' sp6cIH1. T~nt 't:111 be. GHfH,tted· ,redeem­
8bl.e...., In.. &.:....r.(js.... or~e}j)f.; !futnber of .y.9Hl'S, wniph ,G;an, 1)6,." us.ed f.pT .,1;.Z;.J~ns~·

".&atlo,ll;;', ·~Flil.~•• ~ WlUOXtiUlp t of t ~.xes J wn! cn t.ne" ~ t Ht;:~ vU 11,'". . , . 
·d:jt.~(}: Wnli7t.fev·~r li.ece~s;Bry. at the (I,ay"'vnluapn the Im~.rket.·" 

"..,:. "Of ,'course;'p~y;rl~n.t should be ;rmde' e 01 taneot'a:l v by pro­

iortlan0G, aW.l EllH:oe.8EHve a§iVgi1CtU$ to tli €l two Cf) (~¥or 8t; of DclvDte 

aal¥w.ged aG6JV(;l l~peclficd~ the Cowimmlt1es however, tJ.avl~ the· pre­
c<=>1("l"' ..... ";",, , ' """'" c;u,", v,., ' " ", ' " ' 

" . .' It,. oan~otba al'guitd thBt th0~e pfaymen~e WQuld burden 
t~H;budget.~un tue contr<71ry, 1n .pro}Jorti on to ~,iH1 import~,nc@ of 
tti~, .bu:f.i~t., they would be ·m.orain tne n1litur~ ,0 1 e~ymbo11c. repera- .' 
tlon• .But a rep~r~~l on "m~et ~b:'$Olut;gly Oil) in£Hle for thesatagu8:rding
of I!looiel internai;1.ol~tl1 Justlce . ­

'. . , 
[O{~S ~JL2..AMAGE~ to. ilOW,nl:lUif$uJ ~~fi§~ 

'. .1. 1~~81ng, aCb::nowlede8d iitl2 ~ th~ J' ewlS. haVe! th~ :rightt'o . 
be CODlpell$~te(1 ~;;)r~tle wron~s~mffe:red !U:;;J~ the damag'ttu }:nfllo~ed on '. 
po reon's. anfl IOOd&thTOught.•18 !ao t.t~Hjln lfA\t... arltls~;JJitic Jt.Hasures l.n 


. el,th6r hLdl vlduii~lly or as aC!omm\ml ty J . ' 


. 1I'. 'l'hittsa cO!llnaniiH~tl OI.iSare to be l)~ io. bI a Ctaah~OfJ1qefor :: 
Daij1~i:.eS,. . w.'.:i. th' ,'lduf.il. bOHrc....iof d.' (;:.1 aC.ntr.;.:..7S,. or .th~ st...:;~ te and. 0 I." the'· ' 

,J~w'lib. \~~m£Hunl~y).,under the "i:nrt)erv lslop o.f G~:rlj., out. of the sums ., 
allocatea."".oy t{re"Jt91~ll¥:,.tliEU1~tnlot:1nd trJ.o~awhloh Q~ruwl11 ubtfAin from 
t,h,s AXla...~tate~:r.11h,1:S 'Jf1;sh~lnatututio.n will b~ r~~,i~ogn~zed 11$ be~,ng
o!publlou..tiLlity, lf~wtully irrHwt(1d, ~m,d wt.ll :.tunotion fri;Jt ot .; .~ 
t (!I",,,,t r ......,., '" ,Zl U1:~;r' "i 1 L .., ..."'l')' r' \ I" f i "1' + Yr ~~ o· ,.1: V4J.V 14 .'t; ';.~'J ." t~· \",;1:.t u , '\.')'. ct~ v ...... ' : ,·tt ... <. 

,', III 1'\ "'l"""io.",·'·' '", . .., ~t'," ,",,;, I"· ,.... 'd(t" ", Ii·" , • .,< t .,,,;, J~ ""t""v0"J!~.;., ,",010J.. !) I..iO',j.i:){Hi>~.U ;;},V ,,~ JU f;ib, ti ....,B10t,::l e V:.., :,.;:~e 

. ~dQne of the Je~1t!lh Com;z:U:tity w~,l~ fHnDtjon~:.lo~g~the or'il:n.llry • 
a 

v I,,a. .;;I' t.'~' ,:1 ,",...!, f;., {:., .1.. ~ oJ ..t.'l.n.'l .. d, • ,1"!.".r. ond.·du,r"'."Ol"'''t.''' t1h • ""'''''''~.lU f":\"""l·';:t,.i'>~.v, ,;·,t,:"".," "·1 "'.,lu""~'" '0+ .p~\Jt"'."'~';l'",:<..""_.");",(~*~;} 1;::t~ '~O 1'\,;" ~"w mho..i. ... Jr.U' . \.JQ,~ .. W . 
will be shor: fre~ ,of "taX$i tit)~) , e~ce,pt.,~ a bl¥lall t&xp~rcel vedpro"!" • 
p~rti oually ,Qn ,', th~'. a. j, fte,t"~1nce ~',)f! tw~el1 .~,ne •am.nunt. of .t.n!.'~ demand and 
't,liat, granted. j,~xptr~sp~lid PFl :thftl 0o!n~1li(i~11~B 'will be ~.?pointe~, ' ' 
for tne Vihol ~lunrtl()n' of, tne law-sui ts alltl witlloSSS6 zusplaeeDleil'le ' 
85 ,~ell as pw'voyance of needed proofs w111l!~ :free., .. 

Onoa ~orlst;j t;uted th6 U~8h-ilJ.st\Atutlon for Da;:;mges filiI becal.~ 
led b~}tori:; t.ile (Jocarnj.Bslon. The looHl ~0)?nti.lni USB will be allowed to 
aot for people dead or dtaai)peared who leftn.o repreBen ta,tl ves. 

http:allocatea."".oy
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ifhis institution will be cOllstl!uted im:llecU~~t~~lr with th~ $mal.,.;;.
lest pos ~ib16 stta,ff <;It . i,t S C9n&rg]: Vf.t1ce· ~}:ndoe enlargedY'ltl"lm 
requlr~d ,so as to . use for itf:i expenses ss littl~ as possibleoi . 
t}1J;~ Itu'L~ls fijr th" drmlsges. . 
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OFFICE DF ~HE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GE~MNY 


Office of Genera:1 Counsel 

APO SO 


CUMULATIVE STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

10 November 1947 to )0 April 1952 


SCHEDULE A 


PE;rITIONS: 

1. 	 Peti tions received from the CFA since 110v 10, 

1947 (subsequent changes of venueinc1ude,d) 


2. 	 Petitions finally settled, adjudicated. 

~evieW'edor stherwise disposed of: 


~.by Restitution Agencies 

a.by Restitution Chambers 


. C.' by Oberlandesgerichte '. 

d. 	 by Court of Restitution Appeals 

e. 	 Total (fin~i dispositions) 

3.' 	 Petiti,ons on hand as of April 30, 1952 . '. . , . 

-. 

Total Bavaria Hesse 
Indi-
viduaf 

50,669 

26,754 
6,655 

437 
219 

34,065. 

16,604 

JRSO. Indi-
vidual 

., 

53,695 ,17,9.37 . 

'. 

31,176 8,964 
984 1,841) 

52 101 
3 89 
. 

32,.215 11,002 

21 y 48O 6,935 

JRSO Indi- JRSOvidual 
, 

19,963 

. Baden 

18,687 19,382 

7,002 10,688 17,962 
375 3,021 ,81 

5 196 29 
68 2 

'7,382 . 14,773 . 18,374 

12,581 3,914 1,008 

t 3. Nt i~ ! 

1 Wuertte~berg-
Bremen. 

Indi- JRSO I~di- ! JI@O
vidual vl.dual . '. 

-

·12,940 13,585 1,105 765 

.. 

6,330 5,784 772 428 
'902 217 84 11 
131 18 9 

62 '1 

7,425 . 6,0'20 865 4;9 

. 5,515 7,565 ~40 326 
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Total 
tion, 

-.­
. 

a. 
b. 
.c". 

3. 

t*) 

:',.. 

m. 
t"'3 
.~.... CUMULATIVE STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS. REPORT 

10 November 1941 to 30 April 1952 ";-~ 

SCHEDULE A 

'­

cases available for settlement, adjudica 
review or other final disposition, 


resul ting from the breakdown of peti t.ions 

received by all Restitution Authorities 


.2.' .	Finally settled,· adjudicated, reviewed or 
otherwise disposed of: ' 

by Rest! tu..tion. Agencies 

by Resti tution Chambers 

by Oberlandesgerichte 


d. by Court of Resti tution Ap~e;;us 

e.· T.o tal (finaldispositions) 

-" - -" -" 
On hand as of April 30, 1952 
a. at Resti t.ution Agencies 
b. ~t Res.ti tution Ch~bers 
c. atOberlandesgerichte 
d. at Cour.t of Restitution Appeals 

e. Total on hand as of April 30, 1952 

Total Bavaria (*) Hesse 

; 

-

Indi-· JRSO.vidual 

70,074 54,126 

}8,320 31,592·
8,468 1,0~2 

605 55 
334 3. 

41,721 32,662· 

13,462 20,'855 
8,040 548 

624 39 
221 22 

22,547 21,464 

.. 

Indi- JRSO 
·Indi-· 

JnSOvidual vidual 

26,717 20,398 26,133 19,520 

14,132 7,359 15~018 18,067 
3,093· 390 4,265 390 

238 10 225. 27 
163 .105 2 

.18,226 7,759 19,613 18,486 

-
3,198 12,209 . 3,461 992 
4,940 393 2,696 38 

215 20 317 2 
138 11 46 2 

8,491 12,63.9 6,520· 1,034 

Wuerttemberg-
Baden (*) Bremen' 

Inc!i- JRSO Indi- JRSO·vidual vidual 

15,549 13,448 . 1,675 760 

1,411 5,746 1,15} 420· 
987 218 123 14 
132 ·18 10 
. 62 1 4 

8,598 5,983 1,290· 434 

6,51i . 7,329 292 325 
346 116 58 1 

63 17 29 
31 3 , 6 

6,951 7,465 385 326 

There have been bulk assignments of JRSO claims to .:the .LB.ender Wuerttemberg-Baden and Bavaria. Appropriate statistical 

. adjustments will be made when the actual -trans'fer of .these cases has taken place. 
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I 
Indi~(all Restitution' Authori ties) 
vidual· 

..-(. 

Amicably settled 22,539 

Granted.by decision 5,438. 

Dismissed 5,509 

,Withdrawn 14,241 

Bulk settled 

Total 47,727 

\4 
~ 

CUMULATIVE STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

10 November 1947 to 30 April 1952 


. SCHEDULE A . 


'Wuertteinberg­
Total' . Bremen Bavaria BadenHesseTYPES OF DISPOSITIONS: 

ii . ---+-----,-------i-----..-----i
Indi­Indi­ Incii-'Indi- . I .JRSO . JRSO ..JRSOJRSO JRSOlvidua1 .vidual vi<l:ua1 vidual 

.1 

1,6162,2771 5,1189,20t-L1,976 I' 7,955 2655,909 40 

62 6236 :70' 4,064592 98 309 473 

12 2,700 I 191,680 193 '93b 2359 5 

4,2822,235 463594.8941 2;86112,89°\ '. 6,75315,701 

13,568 :13,231 '37 

32,6~!.2 118,22617,759 119,613 118,4861 8,598 5,98} I 1,2901 434 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HlaH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMANY c:)'
Office of General Counsel 	 :--......
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MONTHLY STATISTICAL 'INTERNAL RESTITUTION PBOGRESS REPORT, 
MONTH OF APRJL 1952 

SCHEDULE :a 

I. 	 PETITIONS: 

1. 	 Petitions available for processing 
on April l~ 1952 

2. 	 Petitions finally settled, adjudicated, 
reviewed or otherwise disposed of: 

a. by Restitution Agencies 
b.by Restitution Chamber!> 
c. 	 by Oberlandesgerichte 
d. 	 by Court or Restitution Appeals 

, ' 

e. Total (final dispositions) 

3. 	 Petitions on hand as, of' April 30, 1952 

Total Bavaria Hesse 
I Wuerttemberg­

Ba,den Bremen 

Ind.$.­
vidual 

JRSO, Indi­
vidual 

, JRSO Indi­
vidual JRSO Indi­

vidual JRSO ' Indi­
vidual JRSO 

11,242 22,211 1,206 12,769 4,196 1,031 5,592 I 1,141 248 670 

403 
210 
],1

8 

705 
29 
3 

181 
84 
5 
1 

168 
19 

1 

153' I 
118 

8 

3 I 

19 
4 

64 
6 
3 

,4 

175" 
5 
2 

, 5 
2 
1 

343 
1 

638 131 271 186 282 23 11 182 8 344 

16,604 21,480 6,935 12,581 3,914 1,008 ' 5,515 1,565 240 326 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH CO~~ISSIONER FOR GEillM~NY 1.­
MONTHLY STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT .:::J 

MONTH OF APRIL 1952 " ... ..1 . .....--,SCHEDULE B 
.. -! 

lIt., CASES 	 resulting from breakdown of petitions 

in the course of their processing. 


1. 	 On hand as of April 1, 1952 

a. 	 at Restitution Agencies 
b. at Restitution Chambers 

I'· c. at Oberlandesgerichte 
d. 	 at Court of Restituti,ol1 Appeals 

e. 	 Total 
;' 2. Total (net) received during april 

3. 	 Total cases available for processing 
; 

4. 	 Finally settled, adjudicated, reviewed 

or otherwise disposed of during April: 


i.· ' a. 	 by Restitution Agencies 
b. 	 by Restitution Chambers 
c. 	 by Oberlandesgerichte 
d. 	 'by Court of Restitution Appeals 

e. 	 Total (final dispositions) 
[:. 

5. 	 On hand as of April 30, 1952 
a. 	 at Restitution Agencies 
b. 	 at Restitution Chambers 
c. 	 at Oberlandesgerichte 
d. 	 at Court of Restitution Appeals 

e.Total cases on hand as of April 30,195 

Total Bavaria (*) 
Indi-
vidual 

,14,421 
8,151 

621 
222 

23,421 

28 

23,449 

119 
315 
41 
21 

I t l02 

13,462 
8,040 

624 
221 

;~ 2?,,347 

JRSO Indi- JRSOvidual 

20,834 3,804 12,311 
544 4,910 311 

46 215 26 
16 1,9 11 

21,440 ,9,068 ).2,119 

189, - 43 136 

22,229 9,025 12,855 

129 366 192 
32 141 22 

4 11 2 
10 

165 534 216 

20,855 3,198 12,209 
548 4,940 393 

39 215 20 
22 138 11 

21,464 8,491 12,639 

Hesse 

Indi- JRSOvidual 

;,141 1,016 
2,831 31 

314 2 
41 2 

6,933 1,051 

35 ° 
6,968 1,051 

262 19 
155 4 

26 
5 

448 23 

3,461 992 
2,696 38 

311 ,2 
46 2 

6,520 1,034 

Wuerttemberg-
Baden (*) Bremen 

Indi- JRSO Indi- JRSOvidual vidual 

6,588 1,304 288 203 
351 118 59 18 

66 18 26 
29 3 7 

1,040 1,443 380 221 

16 204 ,2O 449 

1,056 1,641 400 610 

I 
82 115 9 343 
16 5 3 1 

3 2 1 
4 2 

105 182 15 344 

6,511 7,329 292 325 
346 116 58 1 

63 11 29 
31 3 6 

6,951 1,465 385 326 

, , 

I 
I 
! 

':::S­
(*) 'There 	have been bulk assignments of JRSb claims to the Laender Wuerttemberg-Baden and Bavaria. Appropriate statistical ~ 

adjustments will be made when the actudl transfer of these cases has taken place. 
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" ~".. 	 OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GE~~NY 

~ ........ ~ 

MONTHLY STaTISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT ~.-; 

MONTH 	 OF APRIL 1952 "-1 
SCHEDULE B 

III. 	 TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS: 

(all Restitution authorities) 


~icablysettled 

Granted by decision 

! 
Dismissed 

. Withdrawn 

Bulk settled 

Total 

Total Bavaria Hesse 
Wuerttemberg-

Baden Bremen 

Indi­
v i'dua 1 JRSO· Indi­

vidual JRSO Indi­
vidual JRSO Indi­

vidual JRSO Indi­
vidual JRSO 

5}3 153 275 109 202 15 52 28 4 1 

190 9 ,8 . 4 143 4 4 1 5 
I 

140 4 80 2 34 23 2 3 

2}9 262 141 101 69 4 26 151 3 6 

337 337 

1,102 765 534 216 448 2; 105 182 15
i 
! 344 
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:. Total Bavaria, 

,~.. 
Units Value D11 Units Va.1ue Did Units 

INDIVIDUAL 331 86,739,084 129 30,133,350 94 
BUSI::'TESS JRSO 2 102,100 2 102,100 -
ENTE'RPRISES 

86,841,184 30,836,050 94TOTAL 339 131 _.. 

INDIVIDUAL 14,240 316,861,196 5,345 146,858,113 5,168 
, REAL ESTATE JRSO 1,6;0 1;111,184 640 2,811,008 691 

TOTAL 15,810 324,638,980 5,985 149,615,181 6,465 

nWIVIDUAL 112 8,406,618 305 3,483,014 359 
InTERESTS IN JRSO 42 414,696 8 51,298 19 
REAL ,ESTATE 

TOTAL 814 8,821,374 ' 313 3,534,312 318 

SHARES INDIVIDUAL 78,542,713 32,400,885 
PARTICIPATIONSJRSO 55,482 50,500 
SECURITIES 

TOTAL 78,598,195 32,451,385 

ART OBJECTS INDIVIDUAL 3,151 5,899,463 1,035 4,431,330 1.,194 
RELIGIOUS OBJ. JRSO 26 29,260 4 25,230 4 
VALUABLES 

TOTAL 3,111 5,928,723 1,039 4,45.6,560 1,798 
.. 

INDIVIDUAL 204,039,443 86,180,020 
PAYMENTS JRSO 37,561,122 5,301,196' 

TOTAL 241,606,565 91,481,216 

HTDIVIDUAL ' 18,881,921 13,490,100
" * )MISCELLANEOUS JRSO 64,181 964 

TOTAL 18,946,108 13,491,664· 

TOTAL INDIVIDUAL 119,311,098 311,578,132 
TOTAL JRSO 46~OI0,631 -8,348 .896 

.. 
GRAND, TOTAL 165,381,129 325,921,028 

-~ -, 

*:) Hpuseho1d. goods , machinery, insurance policies, copyrights etc. 

Hesse Wuerttemberg-Baden Bremen-Value DlVI Units Value DM Units Value ])M 

28,219,085 104 21,686~120 10 ' 100,529' - - - - -
28,219,085 ' 104 21,686,120 10 100,529 

19,T31,126 3,003 82,333,+99 i 124 1,932,698
'2,996,811 ,214 1,604,746 19 358,619 

82,13;,931 3,211 8;,931,945 143 8,291,;lJ, 

, 2,047,286 101 '2,843,718 1 32,600 
27,185 14 331,029 1 5,184 

2,074,411 115 3,174,747 8 37,184 i 

' 17, 421 , 180 
f 

26,394,548 2,325,500 
482 4,500 -

17,422,262 26,399,048 2,325,500 

894,195 320 572,711 2 621, 
880 18 3,150 - -. 

895,615 338 ' 515,861 2 621 

61,321,898 49,368,979 1,142,546 
26,889,601 4,126,680, 1,249,645 

88,211,499 53,515,659 8,392,191 

2,970,528 2,375,263 45,430 
2,873 60,350 -

-
2,913,401 2,435,613 45;430 

192,618,498 191,594,538 11,519,930 
29,911,832 . 6,1;0,455 1,613.448,-
222~~~~30~ 191,124,993 19,193,318, --

0--- ... ­,TYPESA.ND ESTIMATED VALUES OF PROPERTY RESTITUTED as of APRIL ;0, 1952 Ai:HTEX TO STATISTICAL INTElli'TAL RESTITUTImr P~OGRES3 REPORT "", 

r .... .;,.~ 
--:~ .. 

,- ~ , 
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In 
DISTRIBUTION OF VALUES BY NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE OF RESTITUTEES . LlIlNEX TO STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT f"­

e) 
AS OF APRIL 30, 1952 f'W 

"1--; 
'\'~,.. 

NATioNAI,ITY OR RESIDENCE TOTAL.DM ITATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE TOTAL DM NATIONALITY .OR RESIDENCE TOTAL DM 

Argentina 12,475,411 Guatemala 82,360 Portugal 192,787 
Australia 6,833,812 Honduras 149,500 Roumania 189,463
Austria 1,861,845 Hungary 93,147 Saar Territory 136,.732 
Belgium 1,854,459 India 157,719 South Africa 6,781,265 

:Bolivia 197,651 Iran 6,952 Spain 241,601 
Brazil 7,439,898. Israel 33,282,365 Sweden 1,397,894 
Bulgaria 2,148 Italy 1,410,126 Switzerland 33,459,914
Canada 5,914,494 Jamaica 24,000 Syria -8,760 

Chile 2,085,030 Japan 13,266 Tha.iland . 6;500 
China 305,221 Liechtenstein 87,160 Turkey 327,897
Columbia 286,414 Luxemburg 389,494 United Kingdom 71,784,868 
Cuba 15,,816,149 Mexico 2,931,438 U. S. A. 323,904,690 

Czechoslovakia 151,722 Monaco 3,370 Uruguay 4,521,514 
Denmark 262,011 Netherlands 17,919,645 Yenezueh 5,013,730

'. Dominican Republic 45,015 Netherlands Indies 13,112 Yugoslavia 64,000 
Ecuador 572,837 Norway 57,409 Stateless 275,516 

Egypt 301,849 Pakistan 64,800 *) Miscellaneous 16,876,54; 
Eire 55,913 Panama 21,500 
Finland. 88,620 Paraguay 30,728 Total 719,371,098 
France 14,779,821 Peru 895,611 

**) J R S 0 46,010,631 
Germany 124,533,608 Philippines 24,600 
Greece 6,008 Poland .59~000 GR.1J.lD TOTAL 765,381,729 

*) Prqperty restituted to claimants of more than one nationality where distribution of values could not be determined. 

**) Property restituted to the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization cannot be related tf> any particular nationality. :-r-
Page 8. ~ 
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: 0 S ,T 'L AND 

ORDER 	 CONCERNING THE TRE;~T.MENT OF' JEWISH PROP:reRTY IN THE REICH 
I 	 .5) 

CO!1MISSiI.RI/.T OSTLAl:-TD, OCTOBER 13, 1941 

I 
I 
I 

sec ti on 1. All retl 1 I? nd pers onal property of the Jewi sh 
inhp.bit8nts in the territories administered by the Reich 
Commissioner for the 06tl~nd sh811 be subject to sequestr~tion, 
trustee ndministrRtion~ ~nd confisc~tion according to the terms 
of the following regulftiono 

I 

Section 2. Prop~rty is defined 86 reRl Rnd personRl 
.. good s toge ther VIi th ~ l~ appurten ~nces c Ip ims, shpres, rights,p 

~nd interests 	of all kinds. 

. ! 


Section 3. (1). SequestrRtion sh~ll be effected by the ' 
Reich Commissioner for: the Osthmd or by the officers commissioned 
by him. It ~Py be eftected by writ upon individunl persons or 
by gener~l proc1~mBtio~, ~nd mny be limited to pnrtidul~r 
possessions. I 

(2) 	 The following 'shAll be exempted from sequestration: 

(a) 	 ThRt p~rt ~ of the household' furni ture 'which is used 
for ~ssen~i~l person81 needs. 

I 

(b) 	 Cp.sh, b~nk, 2nd s~vings credits, ~s well RS notes, 
to 8 totol v~lue of one hundred ReichsmRrks. 

Section 4.( 1) . Upon sequestr;:;tion, the former holders 
of title sh~ll lose 

. 
the right of disposal over the sequestrnted 

property. 1 

, 
(2) hnyone who holds sequestrpted property in his 

possession or in trust lShAll 8dminister it until further notice. 
Alter~tions or disposnl of the property or its proceeds shall be 
permissible only vl'ithiq the limits of regul!"r busi.nesa. All 
further mef'sures sh~ll jrequire the consent of the Reich 
Commissioner for the OBtl~nd cr of the officers commissioned by
him. ' 

Section 5.. (1): TruStee administrp.tion ml'W be ordered 
for property subj ec t to: sequestr~ t i on, when necessE'.ry for 
regulpr business oper8tions. . 

(2) The order fo~ trustee ~dministr~tion shell be 
considered ~s equivalen~ to sequestrp.tion8 

(3) The Reich Commissioner for the ostland will issue 
regu1r>ticns concerning ~the' estDblishment r'nd execution of 
tru s tee Rdil1i n is tr:-" tic'., : 

Scctio~6A (1) ! Sequestr~ted property may be 
confisc~ted by tr.3 Reich Commissioner for the Ostland or by the 
officers com~iesiJned by him. 

, 
(2) The riLht ofidi8pos~1 oter eonfiac~ted property shall. 

lie with the officers ppthorised to confiscAte it. 

Con .. Do::. 7/Fina1/26 ~ 6. 52;\~. 78. 
Annex 1110 
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(3) Thes,) offic'ers sh~ll make final decisions concerning 
the settlement of mortgages upon confisc~ted property. The 
liability shall be limited to the total m~,rket v:-:lueof the 
confisc~ted property. 

section 7. Registr~tion of property subject to 
sequestr~tion m~y be required by public procl~metion. 

section 8. The competent ~uthorities, in the execution 
of their duties, may require any person to give informntion. 

section 9., (1) Imprisonment ~nd fine, or either of 
these pen~lties» shall be imposed upon nny person: 

a) 	 Who ::!ttcmpts to deprive the officers of the German 
Civil Administrpti0n or the ruthorities appointed by 
them of any portion of property sequestr~ted~ or in 
any other mRnner to frustrRte, ev~de, or influence 
the operrtion of the sequestr~tion. 

b) 	 ~1i1ho with intent or by negligence f~ils to fulfill 
or to fulfill promptly or completely the ob1ig~tion 
to register property or to give informrtion imposed 
upon him by this order, or by an implement!"'tion 
me~sure or other regul~tion issued for its execution. 

(2) In grnve cp~es the imprisonment shnll be ~t h~rd 
lq~or (Zuchthaus). If the perpetr~tor hns acted out of 
insubordinption or if the cpse is otherwise prrticul~r1y gr~ve, 
the der.:>th pen~lty shDll be pronounced. 

Section 10. The: Reich Commissioner for the Ostl~nd will 
issue the necessAry regul~tions for the imp1ement~tion of this 
order. 

section 11~ 
its publication. 

This or

' 

der shn1l be effective on the dRY of 

Riga, october 13, 1941~ 

L 0 H S E 
Reich Commissioner for the Oat12nd. 
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MEIvIORA1lDmJT BEGARDH.TG THE ST,ATUS A1lD ,?URPOSES OF' 

THE COJ:TFEBE}TCE ON JEv'ISH llfA TERIAL CLAnm AGAIJ"'ST GERNANY 0 


During the plenary meeting of Jurie 25, certain 
questions were asked which indicate the desirability of 
clarifying the position, and status of the Conference cn Jewish 
Material Claims against, Germany. It would appear that 
sufficient has been said, both at the phase of these meetings 
which began in March and at the plenary meeting of June 25, to 
eliminate ~ny question on these topics. Nevertheless, in the 
interest of complete understanding, the following 
recapitulation ia made: 

1. It must be recalled that the Conference came 
into being after the spee~h cf Chancellor Adennuer of September,' 
1951, ~nd thnt it w~s org~nised precisely in response to the 
expressed desire of Chancellor Adenauer, ratified by the 
Bundesteg, to meet with representntives of Jews of the world. 
As is known to be the case, there is no one orgr:nisation, or 
group of orgenis~tions, which did or cnn cl~im to represent 
every Single person of Jewish f~ith throughout the world. 
Nor, it mpy be sqid, would there be any organis2tion of persons 
of other f~iths - or, for th~t m~tter politicAL beliefs ~ 
which could cl.!'im to represent p11 persons of thnt f2ith on A.ny 
one question. : 

Nevertheless,' the Conference does represent by fc.r 
the gre~test Rggreg~tion of Jewish orgRnis~tions, ~nd through 
them, of individual professing Jews p which h~s ever been 
assembled. It he'S, 2S v·!:=tS e~rlier pointed out, ti-','enty-three 
constituent member org~nisRtions. The tot~l membership of 
these org~nis2tions cannot be ~ccur~tely estimpted here, but 
it c~n be sRid ~ithout the slightest doubt th~t the v~st 
m2jority of Jews in the: free ~orld (other th2n Isr2el) pre 
represented in these org~nis~tions. So far ~s it is possible 
to s~y thrt Dn org2nis~tion represent~tive of the Jews of the 
1:I'orld crn be orgrnised,' the Conference performs thct tn.sk. 

In any cnse, there cpn hrrdly be, nt this stage of 
these negoti~tions, ~ny question with reg2rd to the st~tus of 
the Conference. Not only \','~S it orgr::nised in r,esponse to the 
st~tement of Ch~ncellorl Adenauer 2nd the subsequent nction of 
the Bundestng, but it h~s been nctively eng"ged in these very 
discussions since their inception. Without its nctive 
pf'.rticip<:'tion there is p ' in fr,ct, much doubt 2S to v:hether 
these discussions ~ould be in progress. In ~ny c2se, the 
negoti2tions, both form~l rnd inform21, h~ve proceeded to such 
8 stege thnt the stntus, of the Conference cnn at this time, 
h~rdl¥ be n m~tter meriting cny diSCUSSion other than the 
resume 8bov~ givene ' 

2. With resbect to the legisl~tive progrnm for 
the benefit of individu~ls, in the fields of restitution ~nd 
indemnific~tion. no question ~ppe~rs to h~ve rrisen rs to the 
represent~tive qURlity of the CJnference. This is despite 
the fr',ct, v\'hich h~s from the outset been clerr, thr:t the 
~ctions ~nd represent~tions of the Conference do not t of 
course, preclude any individUAL - or even ~ny non-affiliAted 
org~nis~tion - from presenting to the Germ~n Government its own 
ideps or suggestions ~s: to legislrtion in gener~l, or for thet 

benefit of specific cptegorios of persons. The preponderAnt 

Conf .Doc. 8/26.6. 52~lK. 76. 
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interest of the Conference ~nd its member orgAnis~tions in 

this field of wor~, their experience ~nd the close 

aSSDe i::, tion 'IJI.'hich they have h~d with it over the yenrs t 

appears however, to be cleArly recognised. 


Wi th respect ,to the monetAry claim of the Conference, 
some question seems to hAve Arisen ~s to the rel~tion of the 
Conference to other org'anise.tions with which it mp.y not be 
affili~ted, O:l' ~s to individunls who may feel, justly or 
otherwise, thet they h~~e speci~l or unfulfilled claims lying 
in the field of restitu~ion or indemnification. 

It is quite clen.r th"t q portion of these questions, 
nt le~st, arise out of R certnin misunderstanding 2S to the 
role .qnd purposes of the Conference, or 2S to the p~rt which 
it proposes to plAY in the utilisAtion of such funds as may be 
rep-lised .. 

3. It should be unmistaknbly understood thnt the 
Conference on' Jewish ].Ir~;terial Clr:lims ngainst Germany does not 
intend that "'.,.ny, sums re:alised be used in eny W8y other than to 

" 	 aid surviving~l<ttictims of Nazi Rction. These survivors will be 
aided on A basis of need. No pArt of the funds will accrue to 
the individuals .who .qre members of theorgnnisntions which 
constitute the Conference, except to the limited extent that 
such persons may fall into the cRtegory of needy survivors of 
the Nazi holocaust. This is indeed a very limited extent, 
since the organisp.tions; which consti tute the membership of 
the Conference are, in general, ch~ritAble organisetions, giving
and not receiving aid. . . 

Such funds as: are received wi 11 be used for the 
benefit of needy survivors through the medium of recognised, 
well established Jewish organisetions with n history of mnny 
yep..rs of work in the relief of, rlnd assistance to, needy Jews· 
the world over. These organisr.tions ~re precisely those which 
have nlready administered relief in the hundreds of millions of 
dollars to victims of Naziism, r:md r.re those which 2re 
accredited to and recognised by such organisations as the 
Intern~tion?l Refugee O~gRnisation~ 

, 
Under these circumstAnces, it will be clear; 

a) That the claim of the Conference CAnnot be 
affected by such speci~l claims as may be advanced, on behalf 
of their own membership, by org~nisations hAving for their 
purpose the bRnding together of p~rticul~r categories of 
victims. Such organisAtions And such victims may hpve 
special merit or special reAsons to appeal to the German 
conscience. The Conference, for its part, purports to put 
forwArd the general mon~tAry claim which it has advanced, not 
for the benefit of its bwn membership, but for the benefit of 
needy surviving victims of Nnzi ~ction. Insofar 8S members 
of special orgnnisation~ fall into that category, whether such 
org~nisations are or are ~ot members of the Conference, they 
will, of course, receive assistnnce from the oper~ting agencies. 
This is the theory upon' which the Jewish Restitution Successor 
Organisaticn 2nd simil~r orgAnisntions hnve been organised, 
been recognised, been given special stAtus nndhqve received 
and distributed proceed. of heirless property. It is the only 
tenable theory, both frbm the Jewish ~nd the Germnn point of 
view, r.;nd the o.nly ~ne which gur.rnntees th~t the pF.tyments 
received on C1.ccou.nt of the heirless property claims 'which hF!ve 
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been presented "ill be ~sed. ~. oth~r heirless property funde 
hf've been used~ for the;relief nnd ,'rebabilitr~tion of needy 
victims of Nazi ~ction. i ·1. 

b)' Th~t the 1 relntionship of the Conference' to 
individu.nl claimants' ca~ be only onl the b~sis of the need of 
such c1nimp nts. j 

The conferenc~ does not rl~gC'lrd as wi thin the realm 
of possibility any suggestion th~t ~unds received by it should 
be used to s~tisfy clf'ims of rny kibd, ~s cl~ims. Its use of 
funds will~ ~s st8ted, ~e based onlw on two criteria: is the 
person being aided ~ SurViVing victrm? is he needy? 

. It is, of course, possible th~t the p8.yments me.de to 
individuqls under restiiution or inbemnific~tion laws will be 
not sufficient to s~tisfy their clri~ms. Or difficulties of 
proof m~y exist~ m~king:itimpossib[e for ,~ person ~ith a just 
claim to estRblish its ~xistence~ IThe Conference itself has, 
in f~ct,. drl"!v1.'n f:l.ttentioq to these possibilities, nnd h!:s . 
sought to flgree with th~ GermAn Delkgation on modes and meens 
of minimising these posaibili ties. But this is not to sny·1 

th?t these matters will :be directly relev8.nt to utilis2,tion of 
the funds to be received. The cri~erion 1;Till be th.n.t of need, 
~nd the funds v::i1l be u~ilised in the only way in which they 
could properly be used by ch~rit~ble org~nis2tions. 

The imprActic:bilitYOf h~Ving the Conference itself 
p~ss on mf'tters of proo~ too diffichlt for experienced courts 
needs no demonstrf'tion.; Moreover'l such Q project 'would be 
even more improper than iit would be impractical. Funds 
received in recognitioniof the extended concept of heirless 
property vhich h~s been i"dvanced ~~ the basis of the Conference 
clAim 1;.'i1l be used PS other similrr funds hr.ve been used in the 
Pf'st - th~t Is, for the irelief pnd 
surviving victims of NRzi Rction. 

i 

rehabilitntion of ' 

---~---oOo-----~-

, 
. 	 I 

. 	 . I 
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greatly disturb~d by reports tr.l8.t the Austrian 
on January l5the o~he draft of the Third Austrian 

this draft is violative' 

rsigl!led organizations are 
Pa~l;i"a:IneIlt intends to act 

ion Law. According to information reachi~ us,• . .•.. ... .' '. . . I . 
eAUted Declaration January 5th 1943, and because of ambiguities and 
. . ..... its passage would be detrimental to ju~t demands of Jewi shvictims 

persecution and 'iould benefit only the il'fegal beneficiairies of· Nazi 
.. presumption of draft Pa~ra:ph' 2, Secttcn 1 should inclucle racial and 

. rsecution and persecuted groups as suyh. The provision requiring 
... re:pay full nominal;amo:t1~l:t;.. of consider~tion plus annual interest, without 

'.. ' ~ount confiscatory deductions imposed on vict ims of persecutidn, 
.. tution illusory. The time limit9f Paragraph 10 will prevent 

. claim's by he irs cif deceased .owners for lack of documentary evidence. 
of provisions governing heitle.ss property: will mean continued possession by 

. seS,l?(lrs or escheat to state. The composition of restitution commissions, 
",,..,n,'·'T·,,,ary procedures; the lack of safee;uards for claimant s, the lack of 

. . I 

'reference to indemnification negate the law of May 15, 1946, which asserted 
i'ntent>ion of the. Austrian Govermnentto effect restitut ion. In view of the . '..- I . . 

~.I').g fa,cts, :we urge inter,venti6n by, our gove~mnerit to halt action on this 
arici prev.ent injustice to victims of Nazi action. Detailed observations 

fOllow. 

! 
I

,! 

I 
i 
I 
I 

I 
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HEADQUARl'ERS .. 
. ' I 

u.s. FORCES', mROPEANTHEATER : 
Oflice of the: Commanding General' 

, . I 
!PO 757,: c/o Postmaster 

New York, New York'., 
I 

December 19, 1946 

Mr. I.L. Kenen 
~~1Qan J~sh Conference 
S21' fitth Avenue 
New Yark 17, N. Y. 

Dear Mr.~Kenenl 

This is a oOJallUnication tor the tiveor~anla&tion8. 
I 

there is good reason to believe that matters are being discussed b1 top level. British 
and ..Amerioanotlicials in Wamdngton, grOwing out ot Ithe merger of the zones, which w1J~ 
protOlUldly,eild probably adversely, aft~ctthestatus at the DPs in :the U.S. Zone•. 
.ureactrwe haVe been informed ot a plan toel1minate Ithe dU'rerential in rood for per­
semeeli and redUC$ the Jews to a level! ot'2,000 aal~1"1es,: eWlax- to the status ot 
non-JewishDPs. This plan did not. or1ginate here. In geJleral, the military (who should . 
not, be fiUOW by )'"0\1 but who have made :their views ~ovm through their' own channels) .wc,uld . 
prefer to iaidntain the status quo over tne "triter to iavoid trouble, it for no other. . 
reaSon. I, personall¥, have gone on record as opposing such changes, both in terms ot tlhe 
immed1ate at.tecta. on the alrea,dy depres!sed PSYChOIOlOi 

1 

and situation of the Jews, asweJ~ 
as 1n terms/of principle. ! . 

.. ,. , l'I I .. , '.

I W1"i~eYOU1l0lf primarily tor Wormati~n and guid811~e. It seems to me· that the Washing­
ton contactsot the tive organizations :should know what is! going .011 and that I should be . 

. "". .' " 1 I 

kept int01'll(tdand be given the necessary counsel. I~. this, situ!t~1on, for example, it ls '. 
ent1.req p<uJsible that our friends in. W,8.3hington havE1,'"eonsented to certain compromise a in p. 
order to maintain t.he basic position. t just donIt lti10w because I have not had fUl7 wol'd 
Inm you or the others a.bout these lUatt;ers. It· ioS intperative th.,t you keep me 'informed 
aDd advised. : '1: 

• ~ . j, . " . 

In view or the aODe merger and other developments,Washington, not Frank.r"urt, seems to be ~ 
the hot spoto I believe that we can hold things in line here, but what are you doing 1,here" 

I would Uket~ state, UBO,that, in ~ op1~ion. 1t lis not wise tor the Jewish groups to •. 
ident1t,y themselves with an effort to prevent an investigation of the occupation here. 
There is IlOthingto conceal. Our expetience has beert that the snipers are to be foundJ 
not among those who have vis1t.ed,GerllaI1j",but among ~hosewho nave not." This does not ., 
mean that all types at investigation ate to be favored. Obviously, the auspices should ...' 
be eorrect. But it is1Btporiant to an:id giving the limpression thB.t Jews do not want. the 
DP situatiQll here looked into. The trouble with Meader lias that. he did not look into It. 
He made one~vls1t olone nour. to areceritly established, bad cup, troll "hich the'mill1;ar,y .. 

. 'I '. '..
authorities subsequently evacuated most: of the people. On, this basis he made his vile., . 

. , I .. ,
alanderoulBoharges' against the Jews. If' tne occasion and the neoessit1 should arise fClr 
me to present thetru~d1reetly to a Cpngreas10nal CODlll1ittee; please remember that lUI' 

ready and eager to do ao.;·:, I'" ..' .... ' . 

In th13conneotion, let llle add that I ~ave been 1nvi~ed by, the Council otFederations end> 
Welfare hnds to deliver 'the prinoipal ~dress at their as~embly iIi Atlantic City on. ..... 
February 2nd. I will not know for anotper two weeks Iwheth~r I oan get away at that't1ai••:" 
However. <)ne decisive factor in my deci:slon ~uld be Itneq':lestion of my usef\llness in ';.~ 
intluenclng thinking in Washington at t.hat t1me. Your advice will be welcomed. 

, Oordially yours, 

117082 Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Adviser to~,~e':,
Theater Commander on Jewish Attairs/'. I . ~ 
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AMDICAB JEWISH CO~.1 

:',: I 
December Z1, 194$ 

" I i ' 
, " ­ I 

Dr., Step~e.S.1fise, President 

WOrld Jewish Co_ress 
 .1 
,'1834 Broil4w,q 
Bew York 23,lI.Y. ' ' 

Deal" Dt.'. 1f1s~: I 
.,J • ,I 

, !he EXecutive OODinittee of, the .American Jewish Conference ,hssrecelved
..' ,- , - - . . j " " . 

w:l.thpleasure the repOrt that,representa~ives 'of Jmsh argald.zatioZlS , 
have beeJlcomidetiJ8 the eBtabUshment ofa JewishlieStitlJiloD Com­
mission to ~t ,as clailnant: forhfirl~s ~ewish' pr0P8rt7 umer the 're­
,stltution law propOsed to be emeted inGerma1,V' and in other s1:tnmtloDl. 

, I:' \ 

. At ow leat meetiJ8 on Dec.bar 19,' our bammittee e:mmi_ tbe drafts of ' 
lmol!"POratlon pape1'l. &lid b1-1&WS, as. vellas the DlemOraml1ll o~iicoa-' , 
traetual. ,arra~_entSto be made be1;ween the Parties, whiehw&re drawn 
tt;p _Colonel Berllltein am Mr. SaDf'ord'SclDrarB., ',' " 

" ' "" , "', " , ' I , , ," , II, , , . "" '".. :' " , . 
We are pleased to state that our Comttee DaaVoted 1ts BPprov8lof 

"i' , , ,I ' I' ,,' . '.',

, ' thea,. ~c1l!lents as fOrmu1~tircthe .subs~aJtialb_ie qf the '~wb1ch 
',ie in,accozdaDCe with the :.~-,tio.,t~.. "e~ maded~l. the COA­

tereDeewlth General Cla;r,on lIOV8IIl'be~ 2:J.Bt. •. " ,,', , 
, <". -, '\, , . , ,-'. ! .: ' : ' - -' , 

Weare hopetal.tbat l~ur. orgaDlB&tlon.~ ~10the1'l which have been 
pa.rtlclPati !B ,In the l:nter-orgaDizatio'. ta.l.kBOD. thie ,question win : 

, vote .thelr approTal. We bave actedprofaptl.Jin this Jllattar, Ui we 

j , , a:re'wr1ti18 to lDf'o~ lOU of i:lo beca1lJe! ".'believe that the "estabUsh- • 


meat ofsvch an imtrumental1tl' wi thou1i I further delq is essent1all n' 

'Vi.. 'Of the .iDiD1D8nc8 of the 'Utgotiatlo~ on tu~;German peace tr~t7.' 


, I I'" , 

I , • ' .. _ 


Slncere17 70l11'B, ' , I ' 
\, I 

(Signed). Hearl' Moslq, Chairman 

! " 

I !Iterim Commlt tee 

I" .... 

I 
I. 
I 

..~'- ., .. ,'".,,,,-',' _ ;:;,' ~~'.,' .. ., . , .. , 
" '/''~i'Sc..c.~J 

I 



CQPY 
Ioma, '3 December 1946 
Langotev~re Sanzio N. 9 

4261/9387. B 

'World Jewish Co:n.gres8, 
,:1834:Broadh7t 

."\Ie! York 2]. I,I. 
, .,,\ ,". . .. 

. Dear LSI'. i.obln80n~ 
i 

Beference'yOUl' letter of November 6.19:46. 
I 
I 

.•... . 'f'he ltal1.an anti.....ril"rlsh l;aws whloh orderadthe seiS'll.'f'e of asset. Were 
,<~PP1~.4 8010:1.1' to;t~ cithens.· I' 

, ' I:·, ". . 
. '. fhere exlet8 theOae. of 80me foret.~8 who atterl$19· acquired 
, ~talian o1t~$leneh1p and 981'8 depriv.a'o'f' It •. rto those forelgUera the 
'fasoiat exproprlation law. w.re;DOt applled ~re. . '. . 

, 

.Afte~ the Itali81l armistice. the Ja4og1l0 goveranent decl_ed 
. 'war on'G~and atilla. oooa.tilon Gerraan property' in Italy was aon-,' 

'. 11soate4. Ba.tin tWOB'Clb.'quent decrees it Was ruledthatthls seizure 

.414 DOt apply to stateless Jews. former German oiUzenB aDd B'ClbsequantlY'. 

':restltution waS ordered even to ,Germancitlzensconsldered .half...Je.... by


, I ,

the IQ:remberg 1&918. '. I'. 

War has never b..... d.cIoWed on IumaalaJ Bnngary a.ild. 'Balgaria 
.' . 'and therefore, DO laws ap.1D..at OiUzensof tboseccm.ntrl'8 have been en.acted • 

. . ' .""e restl~tlon la"2 for 'Je1f1shassets Iseized orcorifisait.te'd dD.riDg 
the rule ofJ4u.88011n1';. Ita1i81lrepo."lia do DOt dieorlmin.atebetween Italians 

, . I 


and foreigners. . I . 

.. . " I . . 


.,' I . , . 

.A. d1fferent oasei. tbatof 1ndamn1t1ea for damages due to 100t1DC 

,01' en~ action whlohare being 'paid to Italian oitizens only.
'. . '. " . i,' .'. '. " 

. ,.' ' 'lh1s oompensation Is, ho~ever, miloh theorY', alnce until .no,' onlY' 
P8¥01ent I on account have been made to persona IWDo auf1ereddamage to 'hone .... 
~ld implementeor dwelllJJge. Larger damages :11ke to 1aotories orbuild1ngs 
are for the moment. neither paid nor 11quldat8d.slJloeAuthorities oontribute 
only in caaas where repairs had 'been made to the baJld1ng~. . . 

I 
t 

.
Yours yery sinoerely. 

Raffaeie Cantons. 

., .~ 1".1 ,-, Q 4 

...L. J. : v',,;J 
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521 Fifth Avenue 
,New York 17, N. Y. 

November 27, 1946 

The· Honorable 
The Secretary of State 

Dear Mr. Secretar.y: 

The undersigned Jewiab. organizations: representing the vast 
majori tJof Jews in the Uni ted States .and throU(jlo'lit the world are '. 
~deepl¥ concerned about the' pro~lems of restiltution and i.ndemnificati on 

- to the Jews of GermaIlY who suffered vastl08,ses since Nazism came to 
';power in 1933. These Jewiaborganizati onl ~ve been in constant touch 
with the U. So Government and with other gov:ernments and with Mllitary 
Government authori t,ies in Germ~ in the hO*, that the restitution and 
indemnificaUon.progrmn adopte~in Ge~~lll deaJ.fairly witp.the 
claim~ of Jews and Jewish organizations. i 
.. ' ' . . . . ;.' .'; ...... ",: 'I . . '. 

. . We are subm1ttingto y,ou'herewi t.h. a :memorandum containing our 
· comments respecting the draft :otOctober 18,11946, of a. resUtution 

law for the Uni ted States Zone of Germany. IWe would like to express 
our, appreciation for the aubstanUal impr0vt¥nents, tha.t have been emb'odied 
in the draft law inrecentmonths~ However 'I we f~el it is our duty to. 
call attention to the ver;y important defects which we believe sUll eX18t 
in the draft and which defects' most seriouslyl threaten the value of thelaw.' . . i. . 

! 

. 
. 

We wish also to 
. 

. I 

indicate, our Sincere appreCiation of the sym­
. . .' I 

· pathetic considera.tion given by Gen,eralCl~ at a recent conference to 
many of the pOints discussed l'ntheenclosed memorandum. . 

. . : " 

. . We earnestl¥ request t.hat the U. So IGovernment and its represen­
tatives in Germ~ give careful and sympathetic study to the enclosed 

· memorandum with the view to accepting the ~collU!lenda.tions made therein. 
I 

Respect:fUlly, 
/" . 

I 

Am.erican .Jewish Joint D1stributl()nCoDDli1:~tt'ee ThB JewiSh Agency for Palestine 
:D:r:.HOS8S D. Leavitt I By: Nahum Goldmann 

, 
I . . .. 
I

. American Jewish Committee World :Jewish Congre~s American Jewish Conference 
By: . Joseph M.ProSkauer By: !St~pb.en S~ Wise By: Louis Lipsk;y

, , .. i 

I 

http:St~pb.en
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November 27, 1946 
j 

The:rollowing comments and suggestions areirespectfully submitted with 
. ,,' . 

resx:ect to the draft Restitution Law for the'Unilted"States Zone of Germany. 

1. Military Government and not the(J-eX'Dllllauthori ties should designate the'. .' .. . . 


. ,­
successors to heirless and unclaimed Jewis.h int~reBts incorporations and unin­

. , . i 

. . .. . I . '.'
corporated bodies and: to Jewi81 communities and foundatl ons; the successors to the· 

. . '. . '. ····1 . ." . 
· claims of Jewawho died leaving no hei1~s, and the persons' who mq claim on behalf' . :" ..' '.' I' . 
of the aforementioned Jews and Je~ab. bodies... before the tribunals provided in the 

law. Military Government should' ;'~COgniZ~ ~Jel:1shorgan1zat1ont representative . 
. ..; ",·1·.' .... . . 

of JeWs' th,roudJ,out the world, including,J.e:W.•.~~o~;;n Ge~, as trustee for· such 

,,' . ..' -'. '.' .' . ,':' .'>;"".~:"" .' -: ;' . " . ,. . 


Jewish interests. T~e property or it spro.ceeds,1 acquired by such trustee should 

. .;, I 


. '. . . .'. I . . 


be used exclusively for the purpose ot rehabilitation and resettlement of Jews. 
. . . . . I· . 

Appropriate provision .should be made·. forthf)pr~tecuon of the interesteof sur":" 

· viving members in Germemi of persecuted religious com!munities. These principles
. ", . "", ,,".; 

. . ." . ....... ! . ' .. 

should be expressed in the letter ,of app~oval 'of the.draft law or in appropriate 
. . . .' . I' 

Military Government legislation. 'Sections 6a.n~ 50 of the draft law. should be 

reVised to read substantially as follows: 

'.' . fection6 .•........ I' .' 
.. Persons inti tled to Resti tutton; .... 

. '. ....... ' . I .' 
The. claim for resti tutton, and th~right of avoidance as stated in 

Section 3a•.shall belong to the persoR·whose property was confiscated or 
who executed the transactions and to his shccessorl in interest. . '. ." . '. .... ':' .. :. i' ./', . 

Where the claim ·to· rest! tution rests on the dl·ssolution or forced 
dissolut.ion of a corporation. or unincorpor~ted, associati.o.n . for any of . 

"the reaso;nsset forth in Section f.the ..cl~m to restitution '/Jl8:3' be . 
prosecuted by sUCh corporati()n, associatlop. or agency.~s ma,y be designated, 
by the appropriate authority to be the sUccessor by virtue of its member­
ship, aims. and organizati on, or by: a:tJ.,Y in'terested,.,persecuted shareholder 
or partner. his heirs or assign••.' proy1d.edl thatth~ interests of other 
interested persecuted shareholders, or .partners are adequately safeguarded•. 

. ., 

Arrs liquidator, officer', or ather pe~soll'·:z:epresenting "an incorporated 
or unincorporated .enti ty in respect of wh~ICh a claim for restitution is 
made, m~ be removed and replaced on appli'cation to an appropriate author­
ity showing that the intereB~s ofperBecuted'personsare not adequately' 
repre&:ented• '. i .. ·. . . .' I .' .' 

~ J.? 0 8 6 ~.'> . I . . - ..' lJJrGC~: . . 
. . . I 



',I-"'-~-

"('' , '- Where the claim reata, on c~n:1:c..t1 on o'£! prbpertie. be~O~~~gat; reli ­
gious communi ties persecutEtd wi thin the mea.n1~ of ~ect1on 1 t or on -the ex­
tinction in who1~ or in part. or the d1vers10~to other uses of property

I ;' belonging tQfoundat10ns. endowments,. 0: otller 1n8~ltu~1ons as a result of 
such persecution. ~he cla1m~ Qe ~o'o~tt4i~~ appropriate s~cessor 
designated in accordance. w.1th .tbo, o'ti@Jp~an{\'M. in paragraph 2 of this 
Section,.. . .1. ' 

" 1,.1 	 . , . 

In no case arising tinder thia .lawshaq the state tr.easur;y be deomed 
an appropriate 8uCcess,or GAd. AO:Itfijle,\,aubJect to restitution underth1a 
'law shP.ll .escheat. The claim to reaUtutioDof heirless property ahilll be. 
prosecuted 'OyM a~ropri,:t~,. ~~~~~!~r !d&sign~ted in aC(:QrdMoe with the. 
criteria of paraga.p jj 0: 1;1118; li,JIuvv...Oil. ! 

'"'''' \ 

............ 	 . ! '·1 .. ' . . . 

,Faii-ure 'of a persecutee. hi8 heirs. or a,s!gns. to file __~.tth~;Qj1x 

months of the. ef'f".aUve IlAto. of' this law acl8.im ;f'orroet1tution of contis­
I ." catedpropertyfa1Hncln ~ ()~ th8 cateso:r1~i described in the foregoing" 

"pa.:ragraphs shall ,';'Constitutea pri~a f,..cia 8h~w1ngthat the pr&per.tY'".8ubJect 
to resti tutiQn is heirless and in suell case.the claim mav be' prosecuted by , 
an appropriate successor. &ubJect~to prope.r a&feguards. . .'~ .... " 

.. 	 . . I 

, . 1 ' , . 

The foregoing is subject to. any future legisla.tion which may be adopted 
regarding the exclusionot the~ights of succ~seorsh1pofheirs of the third 
or more d;htant classes in favot 9f such assocr1ati ons or agencies. where the 
decedent bel?ngedto a gro1.W pf ,perl\n,&descrtbed in Section 3a.. '. . 

The determination of the successorShip t~ political par"Uea shall be 
lett to special re~tions:; . 

. . . ..' ,..,. •.......... 1 ". . . 


'. ..··Power.·of PUbllc~~osecutor '. . ." 
. .' . . ..... '1' . . '. 

Where a rest1tution claim ~orconti8Ca.te~ prop~rty is not filed within . 
the period of six months from-the effective date of· this .law the appropriate 
agency designated· in "accordance w1th Section $mw prosecute the. claim. If a' 
rigJitful' cl~t· should assert J:;l.i8 Claim with~n· the' period. of. limitations·".· 

.	provided under t11,18 law, he shall be substituted for such agency or receive" .. 
the restituted property' or its proceeds b0m. ~t. In the. a~se~ce of' an appro­
pria.teagenc;y the 'public p:;,osecutorattb.e.. se,t of the restituti"on cha:lliber 
of the district ma;r, .beginning sixmontha aft,r the effective ~te of this 
law, file the claim for the benefit of' the person entitled thereto or of the 
agency when deSignated. This provision shall *ot be, applicable if resUtution 
would be contrary .to. the expressed orprefiumed inten.tion. of the person en­
titled to restitution. Theapp1icat10n ofth~ public prosecutor mayb.~t1led 
only until ~y31. 1949~ I" .... 

. I . 
12. Section 11 should read aatollowa: 
I 
LSection 11 
! 

. -	 I " 
Money shall not be subJect' to rest1tutio~ if it has been acquired with- . 

outknowledge or presu.nlptive knqwledge Qf the Iconfiscation. 
. . . j . . . 

:Bearer instrumente •. title .. towhiohthe c~a1mant can specifically estab'" 
. Hsb. shall be subject to restitut10n,. unless Ithe holder show that .he neither . 

. knew not could have known of the confiscati on of such bearer instruments •. 
. , 	 '. I I' 

Where the bearer instruments, title to ~ich was vestedin?the:claim';',Wl"C C~.., .Jant," were sliarea,"1n a clostJly held corporati6n.such as a family enterprise. 
. '" .. ' . 1 . 

http:orconti8Ca.te
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or in an enterprise generally lmown to be con~rolled by persons belonging 
to a group of persecutess, such as· an enterprise affected by the Nazi ],aw 

, for the exclusion of.J"ews from the economic l~fe of Germany,i t shall be 
presumed that the sharEJs were acquired in bad! faith. Where because of 
transfer of. assets or capUal s~oc!r by merger" consolidation, or other 
transaction. an ent.erprise of the 1t1nd described in the previous. sentence 
no' longer exists in name or in law; the c1a1~ t shall .beentitl~d to 
rest1~uion from any or all sUe~s,8or enterpri~es through or to which. the 
enterprise can be traced~ RestituUon sh811be in such, form, such as isst1e .' .... 

. ' 	 I' .
of new shares Or of share, in a successor enterprise. as shall mostnear~ 
restore the claimant I S interest~· Where the. present holder of the bearer , 
instrumen.ts in an enterprise defined intlie·:~p.1rd sentence of this Section. 
or a' successor enterprise is ~own, tile e~mantm~ name as respo:g.dent . 
the enterprise or successor enterprise :to an :interest in which he 1s en­ ".. 
titled and apply to the court for the ap:poin~ent of an administrator ,to. 
administer the ente~ise or s~ee88orenterW1se in .the interest of the 
claimant and the :uuk:no,wn shareholderspendlI18: a . final dete:rminati on W' the 

,court of ,the claim for restitution. lithe presen:t holder of such shB.rea 
.' 	 does .notappear in the proceedings'·~th1nsi2i monthatb.8ceurt~shal1 render· 

final. judgment requiring.the enterprise or successor enterprise to cancel 
the outstanding shares am' issue :Dew.ones to !the claimanto . '. .' 

. . . ·1.. 
In view 'of the foregoing th8 l~t paragraph 01 Section 10 dealing with 

" . i . 

intangible lnterestsshouldbe eliminated~ I 
'. . "..... " 	 '. i 

.' 	 '...... I '. . . 
3. Sectlonl8 rela. tes to ·the rest1t:u.t:t911":ot prope:r,:ty vhichhas been.destroy!ild
". .' .. ~ .. ' ..... . ' .. I':- . .... .,'. . 

altoget.l;1er or ~ln ·greater part~' H9lders in bad falith of such property, are· to be 

. l:table under this provision only for' failure toeJercise ordinary careo The effect'. " 	 . : . '.' i . .,., 
of .th1:~provi8ion '1s, therefore. to ~mpose on the ;clB.1mant the ioss resulting from 

the destruction of the property. This result fs e~tirely unfairo As between the . '.' , '. . . ' I .' . '. . . '. , 
possessor in bad faith and the clai~t. the latter has a better right an4 should 

'. . . . . , . . " ~ . '. . 	 ; . 

prevail. ,It 1s suggested. therefore:, that the quailifying clause at the end of the 

I.first paragraph of the Section be deleted~ ,I 
4. 14ili tary' Government should provide a proc.dure i,or appeal ln all .cases, 

. . I . 
I 	 . 

from German courts to Mill ta17 Goveriunent Appeals Boards which should havediscre­.' , 	 . . . I . . 

tionary power as to when an appeal 8houldlie~ SuCh Appeals Boards should have 
! 	 . i . 

. ' 	 ". . . . i . 
jurisdiction to review the. case, initlil.entirety o~· the facts as well as the law. 

': 	 I 
In addition. and as part of; the control ~achiner;y by Mi1~ta.ry Government. 

. 	 "'1' 

. Millt~ Government personnel should; be selected S:s proctors to the GermandUtrict 
. '. '. . '. I" " I. .. . . . . . 

. courts and. appellate coUrts hearing ;restitution cl8.1ms" for the: purpose of report­. 	 . ;'. .'. I 
lng 'to Mi'litarY Government on theadminlstratlon ~'f the restitution' law~ so that. 
. ", ,- . ~ 


I .... I .

the true intentions of this law m~ be,j:1istl.-Y ..and ;fair1y carried out. 

W!C G?>~ 

http:Mi1~ta.ry
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/ 
! s. 	,The law should provide,thit n0t.4~~ ~he~e1ll will in any' way llrejud1ce 

,; '., I' ..... 
81J:3' claims for damages aga:lJ:l."~ ~.lb.e Ge~,au.:~llor~tie s which JlUWbe pi." Qrtded for 

/ ,. . . "', " I,' "" \ 
in any. future indemnification law.'includlDg claims for damages in situations 
'. ' , ',Y , " " "".' ;; 'I '. . '. 	 , 

, > • 	 : ,".::_ 1 • 

where undert.t1~ present law damageSaren9taJ..l~~ed, or if allowed•. are .in fact 

not recover~<l'by the claimant.: At :the 'tiD;e M~litm"T Government approv8sthe law 
'. ' ".',' ., . , ':, " , n' <.' i! '" . , '. '.",'. 

a reservation to this effect should bema4e.,Fu.rthermore, Section 30a ShoUld be - . . , 	 ' .' '" ":ji"'.:;(!."";'" . ' I . - . • ," . 

added to the law reading as 	follOW's: .. "" ',~.. .:!,~, . 
I 

. I 

, 	 •• 1 ·;., ••l ",,' ,.'
"No provis1on herein d1sallo)ling ,cl~.';:::f'or,~e8 in any parti ­

culArsltuat10n or allowing cl~i~s;ior'~esf~tin tactar.~not , 
, recovered, in whole or. inp~t:, ,sh&.lJ'b~·)iie~med topreJU,d1cee:q claims 

',. for ~ages against the app.ropl'!1'a~.(}~tre~,~(rv:~i1lln~ntal authorities 
, " 

" ' 	
whic:h ~ be provided' for~;I};'~'~~W';:',~a,"Ic1etil.~ll.g·.'''1ththe problem 

ota~s and in(l8mnifiCat10n.II~;r::~;;,t·r?;, I:'.' .. 

6. 'The draft ·law.doesnot deal q9nifst~'!lt171 with the'concepts ofholdera ln 

, . . .... ...... .' ,..';'.; ,,,,:.,':',.'.,,.,..... :' ..I., ,: .'. '. 
good fait~,' hola~rs who have actual, orlJirl>Ute4:lal,owledge that the property was " 
-' 	 " 

con!iacatedjfrom peraecUted'persons,'and'per8()nS ~ho :p!1z,t1cipated in the wrOngful'
.' 	 :, '.~:~ "... ·i·.·~>,·:·<I" . \ :"(" ',; , 

appropriatlon. Th~ Sections lOan,d l+.ailioU1~applyo:ril1.where the Person who, 
..' 	 .'. .' .' ..'. ......... '" .....•.' . I . 

o.cquired the property-can s.!low· .that he, 9,:t(. .so:1(1t.p.out knowledge or, imputed know­
'. .' ", I . ' . .' . , 

ledge 	that it was confiscated property. In Sectioils 18 and 20. the' .wordQkiiow­
, .. ..1. '. 

.. 	 • " ......: ,:." J'.." ;
ledge" should.. "e·expa.n4~dtQ includepersons1iho:fJb,ould have known of 'the facta 

.. , .... .' . I "..,:, i 	 . 

Constituting the ·confiscation. 
" . .. '.. t 

7... In connection with::the.:approvalo{~.thlS taW~ Mil1 taryGovernment should 

. announce ~ts purpose to see~ quadrlpartl~~approvL:, to the use of Reich. Bazl 
. .': '.. ' "01,.· . 

~d.otb.er propertiessequestra~ed. 'confts.c~~~~.,el~:~pursuant to theauthorlty 
. 	 , '1 

ot M1litary Govern:nient, to mflke resti t~ti6il.,t9pe1son:swho ha;ye, suffered loases 
. 	 : • I . 

recognized by this law and whose property' has, notibeen found or, if found, h&~ 
. .., I 

been 	substantially damaged or destroYed~1 

8. 	 Sectlon 23 should read asfoUo1!!B{ I 
'. . : '. '" ' :' .. ':. ," '." ... ::'" ;'i' ..' , . 

"Interests 1:11 the conflscatect property, :and l1abili ties connected W:lth 
theconf1scatedaggr~gate' of pr.ope'1~t1es, 'which exlsted at the. time of the 
confiscation. sb.ail'coritinuetoe#.t 's(»'far Jas they h&v8;not.. s1nce been 
extinguished or discharged. In:ttlrtlst~arl(ll:1!ab1lit1es created after the' 
confls~ation1n ,favor of per8Q~s'who;:'rieit.l1er Ikllew nor could have' known of 
t.b,e ~()n,1"iBcatl.9n shall be valid up to the aggregate of charges' exlsting at 

.the. date of ·co:cfiscati on, and ·tOBuqh ,t;l.ddlt1o'nal amount as represents an 
enhancement of the value of the'pro:Pertytbrougb. the creation of such in.;. 
terestsand liab1lities.. When ;there:·~s bad.i:rait.tl on the,p~,t9.t such· . 

. "; :.~ , 

http:bad.i:rait.tl
http:n,1"iBcatl.9n
http:d.otb.er
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- 5 ~ I 
. .! . 

persons j,n. th.e meMing of Sec~ion la, paraQ'aph 2. after-created liabili­
ties sha.ll-bevaUd only in. the amount by which the value of the property. , . . I 
was increased by the creation of such interesto and liabilities. Interests 

I . I .'
and liabilities created after May a, 1945~,! Shall be presumed to. have been 
created in bad faith. tt I 

1 

9. Section 5 exempts transactions in the n~tureof gratuitous bailJrlents 

frontheapplication of the law. T.b.ese a.rrangem~nts ~re fictitious and it would 

seem to 'accord petter -with the purPoses of the lhwto declare them at. an end and .. . .. I' 
. , 

,allow the claimant' to demand an accounting on three months notice. 
. . '. I' . . ." ." , I . . 

l'O...._Inth.e most Op~1~i8tiC view Jews end Jerish bodies mSi hope, 'b().·:re~1n 
. . - I' 

under'restl'tution' and indemnif1qat'i on laws in Ge!rmtmY only a small fraction of 
. '. . '..... '.1' . '. " . 

.. ' the vast property losses which the:V'have~u:t:rerea since the advent ot the Nazi 
. . .' .'! . . 

regime. In these cirCUJ:lStances fit would be. un~ t. and inequitable todeprive 
. . , .. 1 

Jews andJewishorgenizations of a substantial prrt ·of this 'small recove17t by 

. - . 'I 
subjecting .theproperty and claimi1! to capital'levies end other forms of.tues 

I 
and pharges that Germ.any is .likelYi to imPose fori the Ptll"pOse of equalizing. the

,I ' 
war 'damage suffered and for making reparations. i Accordingly. we urgently' 

. .., 1 

recommend ~t adequate provision be. made to exeppt the .claims of J.ews and 
. . 1 

JewlSh:bodies and property if restituted from BUC:h taxes and charges. ~ 

I. 

I 
. . ! 1 

~ericnn:Jew:lsh Joint Distribution Committee Tpe Jewish. Agency for Palestine' 

I . 
, 
I 

i 
.. . . I . 

American Jewish Committee Worldr3ewish Congre13s American Jewish Conference 
. i 

I 

I 
i 
I . 

I .i 
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lee_ber 4. 1948. I . . . '. 
ir.Nabem1ab'Roblnson 
0/0 .CQ!lgresluif .Mondia1 . 
18'~A"eUe,de8.liIIlPa Bly..... : 
~i. .; 

,', ,'.' , .... j. ", . ' . 
. fo ke~i'roulntormed'Th~top PEtQ,1.1~ thetlYe Ol'gan~lat1ons have 
se.. '___at 'Ilq.l .aolose .copiee ot fa 1I8Il.~dla ~ieh 00lonel 

. . ,Bernstein dictated aft.~ the meetiAg, ~_,:tb~ dfaf't of t.heletter . 
. lIhlctt was 1B thehaJl4.. ot :the4elege,tionbat ltlloh .... not submitted. 

, , . .' '. ' . ' . '. I·' ,'. 
, .Qn.1ibe,bae18 of the O1Itcomeotthis meet1ll8. BereStelll, . Sanford 
'Soh_JOt. and I. weat ,to, ~~~na!S4 In t.wo, da7 ,and night sessions 
the letter to· ~s aDdttla ,a.~etla.t4e memoire nre .,rke4 O1lti 

. I .aolosethl-ee coples,otti¢.~ra~ ,tor, yOUl" information•. 

"lb." Departmen" ot.State'has'v1.tual~Ped ',to 'the rrieJIoran4ta with 
1V8:l7,"quallfleations. ", altnee ~1. 1atorma"- wassi't'eD. toua in 
an ~ntormal a:ad Ulloftieial~,~\, .~ould ,~,treated in strict con-.tid._. As to, the q\laU~ioation."it ,t,. ...11.ft4 that tbeact-.1, , 
word1Dg oro... amendizaents: aato ,befllbo41ed'tn the' law, tIIhouuf be ' 
redone, or rather worked. out:b7. the ..p.teatauthorlt.lel ia Qerm8.Jq'. . 

, I. . I·, . ',.,. .
11'1til ,respeot to, ~ph. 7. of the JQe1I1Orandu. .oclIlc.miDg Naal· .proper-. 

ticUI. :th80p:lnio~ ot the.. lcrpartment 1s. ~ make 0 a general rese~tioJl 

on this polDt,ratb~ thaa to expNS8.aUoh,E!'P,eo1f1obteDt~on~. 

In the visw Qf the Department ot state,! the use otsequestrated;&D4 

contlacatedRelch 'EUldNaalpropertiesw:lll have ~be JIOD8idered ill 

relatlonto a. general indemnification ProgNm•. ' . 


,With ~speot. to Section 10 ot the. m_o~and~1I there is' general oon~ 

sen~• .,t opinlontbat, the restitution aDd indeumifloation prosraa 

should not be nullitied by financial anet other m~8Ure8,butlt is 

felt that further consIderation should be given to the problems 

involved In Seotion 10. : i .' 


I' am worldDg on commen:t.s:to the Austri~.aN. restitution. law which, 

AI!! you know from Mias Katll, was reoeived the day beforeyesterdq. 

I shall aend you a draft of the eommeB~S foryourltuqy, suggestions 

or corrections.. . . I . ...., 


. , .... • i,· 
I understand you h~ve your perm!t to go to Austria. I hODe you will 
keep me. i,nformedabout. your and other people,'e doiDgs. 

http:Austri~.aN
http:Qerm8.Jq
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.Dr. Jlehemlah Ro'b111S011 , Deoember 4, 1946 

i 
".: I .' . 

Prots88orl Miohael., Baroll aDd Dr. Blattbeq saw Clq 011 Sundq. III 
pUr&NaJlc', of this meatiq ... hed a. meet1DC ion' fueadq between the ti.... 
coopent!nl group. and the tbi-ae plltleman :repreaenUq the CQJIDII18s1011 
on Iuropean lew18hCultural JteOOJlstru.otion. Iou will probab17 receive' 
a repon Oil, ~8 ••tlag' from Dr. Blattbel'g. I Jut waat to lntOJ'll 70U 
that 1.t wall foun4 neolu,aarT to· poet.pone the m••tiDa to be held oolloarn1ng 
tha 8at 1Ip 1Il'IQr wb.1oJatheCha1.tUl'8lComm1saloJl will work :;.. posdblJ wt.thl11 
tbe tnauiwoN.otthe ovv-all tftsteesldp. I The mala at._bUIII ,block 1. . 
still the lol..·.. trle4to ~•• a ...tiDa wbio1l 1Ir••olea Leantt 

. ~. will be abletOattell4. we .have_de good 1prol"18 80' tq 1.1 the meeti. 
wittl 0laJ ',.ems to have ~en·. the geDUem~ of the Jolnt out. ot their 
prev10Ul de,ire·to· 1'1&,. OlIOVS haad.14t the whole thlq. '. But we do !lOt. 
kilo" 1t tb.ef &:reoonY1nced. 'We hope thq'&re, 8Ild 1t 80, this w111be 
a. big 8tap tOrftrd. .in our cl1so\1Ss1oDS at tile' next me.t1... '... ' , 'I. i '. . . 

I 8eDt a COW ott.h18 letter to Mia8 lata ~o haa asked me to Worm 7011 
OD the 44rielopment. ot the If:'st two .eu_, . 

, J'rom repoJ"ta, .. I ptherthat ,OV meeu.,·~8'v.17 auooel8M.1 hear 
frrom 'P1188lata'that 7011are . ~~"Wh1~~ 18 QOIIpletely 1D 'liDe with 
present .Amer:1ca:a. ataosphene eOl'ldltloJl8:~ , 

I hope to hear trum you aOOD. 

Oreefuga and best wishe8, 

Fr&Bk Barth, Director 
1e8MrOh J)epa.rt.men\ 

!FBlta I. 

I , 

http:meeu.,�~8'v.17


COP Y 


IAPe 75'7, c/o Po stmastar 
New York, New IYork 

, 

November 20, 1946 

Central Committee of Liberated Jews 

Slebertstrasse 3 i 


~lcb, Germany 


Dear. "rlendSl 
. : I 

'1'hls,;isto acknowle~ your oornm.a.nlcation of November 3rd t conoernill8 tbe registra.tion 
andsa.t!gu.ardiug of Jewish property left in the least iuropean. oountr.18s.. As I told you 
in p~t~6n,. t am very much Interested. In thl. sU.~ject. . . . 

:, ....._. :""." " , i . " 
I vieW of the tact that Ilr. Max ~wenthal 1& t~ reoognised. expert .on 8I1ob 

mat.te,rll. t would llke, as the first step, to rarer this to him forcons1deration 

and..exPloration~ t am, therefort.. sendiDg sOOpy of youreODimunlcatia to him . 


. in ie" '(ork via Mr.Jtenan of the Amer.icanJe1l'1s~ Conferenc•• · I antlcipate 
th8tM,r. Lowenthal will return to "nnanyshortly, at, which timetwl]'l dismtss 
thll·;~th him in person. . i .' 

. ;; " . .'. \ . . .' 

1 aiB'ln:A()pes that something definite can. be dO~8 in thie matter,bothfor the 
praotica.l consequences and to eS.t.abl1sh theprino1ple that Jews fleeing from 

. pogroms do not thereby forfeit the'ir property ri:ghts. .. .' 
. i 

With k~Dd regards, 

Sincerely Y()UTS •. 

I 
I 

I' Rabbi Philip S.· :Bernstein 
Adviser to the Theater Conmander 

on JeWish Affairs 

I,. 



, 	 117094 
CO PI 'I 

i, 
I 

Be~qus.rters i 
u. S Forees. European fheater 

Offioe 	of the Commanding General 
.APO 757, .ef 0 Po stmast$r ., 	 INew York•••Y. ; , 	 i 

I 
November 20. 1946 

Kr.I.L. Kenan " 
Amertc;~ Jewish Coniitrenoe . -- . '. ,,,', ;~ -", - '~:f 

521 l!'1ftll Avenue' 	
. \ 

I 
Wew Yo~~.NEr" York 	 I 

Dear Mr.. Kenan: 
i 

. . .. . 	 I 
lam.:en~loe1ng, herewith copies of self-axplanatpry oorrespondence with, 
theC8'ntralCommittee of Liberatod Jews. 1 will. be grateful if you 
.11,'::~;f9r~ard these to Max Lowenthal aDd.alio, ;send copies to the five 
orgl¥.'llzations, so that they may b,~ kept 1nformej_ . 

W1th.klndl'sgards, 	 . i 

Sincerely yoursI . 

,
" ",­.. ".;-",.:.' .. 

I ' 	 , 
, 	 '~', ." _ :''';'~t'''''' 

" I ,Rabbi Phl,~" S •. Bernstein 
Adviser to the Theater Commander 
. I on Jew1sh'/lUa1rs . 

,I 

I 
I 

i 
i 

i 
I 

1 

.! 

! . 
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Headquarte~e 
u.s .Forces. European Theater 

Office of the Commandi~ Generea1 
.APO 	 757:, 0/ 0 Postmast~er 

New York. New York 
I 

!tovember 20. 1946 

Mr. 1. L. Kenen 

American Jewish Conf~rence 

521Flfth Avenue 

NewY~rkt New York 


I 

Dear Mr~ Kenenl 'I 

, i 


1 havereoommended to General Mark Clark t.hat he invite Max LOwenthal 
to' oome into Austria to make an ~nalys1B of th~ problems on property resti tutioI:, and to 
offerrecommendat icn~. I, do not know yetwhet~er General" Ola.rk will approve of 
my recommendation. but thought I: ought to inform you and the Jewish organization.s, 
as welt. as Mr. Lowenthal, of wha~ is transpiri~. ' 

, . . .' 	 . I . , , . ,~~. . 

'1 don't have Mas Lownthal's a.ddress.Therefor~. 1 would apprecia,te your info1!aiag 
himo:! ,this development and asking him to a.dvl~e me of the date of his return l"~o 
Germ.a.ni~ If there 1s to be any ~da.y in his r~turno please ask him to inform 
me of re,cent dev4lopments. ,1 waJ1t to be in a. position to give support here to 
hie our~ent thlDk1ng and reoommendations. ! ' 

1 w11i"'be grateful. if you and the' other organita.tioD.8 will let me have '. 
your~rent reactions to the matter of proper~y restitution and claims ,in 
Austr~a,~ My ~r.sllion i.8 that there has been: di.seat1afactlon with,the, 
devE!llCSI)tn:ents up to this point. In any event, please inform me as to the aurrent 
rea.o'~~'()~.. I· 

: ;:.. ,';:.:.::' 

With best wishes, 

As 	 ever. 

i
I '" 

Rabbi Philip S. Bern:.,tetn, 
AdvisJr to the '!'heater Commander 

on Jewish Affa1rs 
I 

I 

I 
I 

i " 

{}Jrc C6b 	
,I 

http:Germ.a.ni
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CKNTRAL COMl~ITTEE OF LIBERATED JEWS 
In theAme~ical1 OC!l'J.phd '\ Zone in 

Germany 
I 

No. 0908Tel. 480878. 480879 	 1 

: Jovemb er 3. 1946 

Munich. SiebertatrasS8 3 
Ref. P1:'/357/46/0908 

To: Rabbi Philip Bernstein 

AdViser for Jewish Affairs IR USFI! : 

J'rallkfurt/Main i i. 

Su.bjectl Registration and safeso.ar~ing of Jewi sh Iprope~ty 


... left in the last European icollntr1e1l . . 


Ma.nyJew8 who ha.ve been liberatedbj the Alll~ )'9rc8a ~om concentration camps. in 
GertrJanyand those who have flad the~r countries b,Ca1l.lIe of perseC'U.tion and pogroms 
and foUlid shelter in the 118 Zone. ~eft their property ,in their last place of abode. 
mainlY-in Poland.', 1..1. . . . 

. In spi~e of the fact that the savi~ of lives and I*emporary relat1veassuranoe from . 
. perseqdtlon have benefited the Jew1~hpopulat1on c,onstderably, therereDUline. howev'Jr, . 

the fact of Jewish property leftover which. in Jllally Insitances is an aceumalation of '. 
Iabov', anti thrift by many generati,01a• . .' . 'I .. , . . .' .'. . . .. '. , 
The property of Jewish UP's bIt illithese countries is to be divided in two groups:

• .' 	 .... I' '. I . . 
. 	.' .' .',' .... '1)' Property of phys1c~' personsi· . .' '. 

2) Property of Jewish commi1n1.t1es and other corporations of public law.
• :. I·' 

The property of physical persons is :malnly put under Government Care or is under 
J1Oao~trol and is being destroyed. ;4 smfl,ll number of survIvors who. hS.d lawful rlghl~a 

. toth!:t$e. properties which after the !eonclusion of Ihostflitles returned to theIr old 

living place., dld not have the posstbllity to institute legal proceeding. in order 

tot.ak8. possession of their former holding., bec~s. the inte!'nal 8ituation did not 

attord'them the opportunity to sta;y iaDY' longer ana they .ere forced to leave and 

seek s&.fet;y somewhere else. In thiS way t.M main lbu~t properties of the Sf!. Jewish 

phy'eical persons under the existing Ila.8 ot .the I&stern' .lIQropean countries Will attu!' 

acerta,in period pas;mder €lOvernmeit ownersllip. I .... .' 

Aparti:rom the denia.l to the lawful iownere to tak~ 'Po~3esB1on of their property thin 
problem will be followed by grave p<tJ,ltical oonsequenoe. beoaq.s8 the governments "hj;.ch 
a.reln,tet ested in expropriation ~f~ewiSh propert~ w11L not uDdertak19 .a.JrS' measures 1;0 
fight.antisemitio Inf~uence8 and ill ithis way foro~ the Jewish por)'11ation to leave the 
bOUlldaries of these countries and entuallY takelPOlUle~Slon of th~ir property.•81
Apart from the above problems there :a.re many instances when this property arouse. 
disputes as there appear persons whd UI8lte bo~ fi4e or r;na.la fide cla.im to be t~ only 
living inheritors. of the al>0ve said :properties and sometimes take unlawful posselsion 
of same" 'II 

I . .' i I . 

I '. I' 
Conditions described above are harmillg the oaa.ae ,t luropean Jewry &s the fund. and 

l

I 
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money which could be realhed by diSJ)osiXlg of the above said property would have 
helped them financially to re4bllitat'e thamselves tin their new pla.ces of a.bode. 

... ...•. . . . . i. I . 
ADal()gical conditions pertaining to pr'oparty of Jew~l:Ih commnn1t1es and other legal 
corpoT.atione exist in the laaterEu.ropean countr.ies. Thue properties have b.een 
nearl'yall taken over by the gOverDmsnte of those countries. Thaproblem of thia 
proi>ert)'" under the. existing international law requ~res solving the future claims 
by wa.yofinterna.t1onal:~efllment or ~Y the decis10lf of United Nations • 

.,:" I I: 
. 'I 

It ispropoaed that the first steps to. be taken by ~he OentralJewl'sh OOImnltt.e 
lato ·IIlake a complete census of the property left by the JewishDP' s in the East­
ern Eil:topean ~ountr1e. (mainly in Pol~) who are nqw living in the US 'lone. fb.e 
rssult.aof such a.cellSUS would g1va us all the aeceseary data a.nd enable us to raise 
thl:squ.astioTland. reach a principle s«Slation. Seoorldly, 1t w0111d be possible to 
retUr#·,.p,r realize this property for its lawful ownefa. Thirdly, it would be 
pos81:~tet('j safegnard this property from destrllction and expropriationuntll such· 
d.ate'~tiv.\t·it would be returned or disposed of by its lawful. owners. 

.:,,,,,,'0;; .... . . . . . . I . I . ,. 
We kindly request Rabbi Bern.teln to take up the ab~ve raised probl~s and will 

appreciate if he will c()mnm.nicate' hiS :attitude on thh wbject. . 
. : ! ' 

I 
Presidency 


""of the 

Central IOouunittee 


I 
I 

\ 
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jBxJECTI' RECOVBR.D IN THE UNITU J1'ADa. 
r 

• 
948 

HS' at. a Psalter_ 12t.h C.J Ge~ 16 

six, daggers with sheaths} . 

ir~ound leather box(very aarlT) J 

leather box cont.~ng'· docWl'l.Gnt8; 

red d.4jpat.ch c,aBe at Napoleo-1l I J 

Chine.a puppets (6). i ••<, : 


From Amol"bach muse:um Qr Of'enba.'Oh 

katBel" MuewnJ Tam. Howe ret.urned 

the items. ' . 

Drooehs100t Ps4.nting trOm' Bremen Gel"lD&l'll' .1 
KunsthalJ.e .: 

. 
Cl"aDacli,Portrait ot Helanothon IletmanT 1 

trom NGCP , 

Ethi.opi~' ~,andca.ei an~ 1; , 

Indianm.uuatures and;' prints 


aft;erRaph8el fram. ~rl1n Librar,. Germany 
 16+ " 

Ivory dipt7Ch of 14th;..~. tit t~ P."on 
tram ·the ·Kaasel.,Kuaeum Ge~ 1 

Jeweled. RenaiUaneetigi1rinea 

ot man ali monkei"~ German 

collection 
 1 

".... S.· DUrer -e••ring. from 
1NurBbargMaeum 

, , ~::" / 
• "'V'" 9. 	 French.,Book at Hevs 1 

.,10. 	 Four, tape.:tries c. 1;80" 
.1" Ovid 8arias from. BavaJ"i;an 

Natiorui.l HtlseUDl ' 4 

11. 	 Tape8t17i Land.Seap8 with figures" 

c.. 1700 tram' Kunath:i:ator~sbhe. 

Mussum, Vienna. AWitria 


, 

12. Ceramics and bronses (;1) 	 China ;1 19~6-7 

13. 	 Panels of the Bronze lJOOrs ;ot 

Benevento C.thedrale&1;lT 13t.h c. 

(2) , .: Italy 	 2 

.. 

,# ~,...1 r, 0 Q
•..1. i V.) ..) 

http:andca.ei
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' ;-- ... 

.,.~ / J ' . 

'" !(;;;:;',' , 	
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M/ 	 ': 
if, , 	 ?' I 

NtOOlBR OF PIECES ~~. ,j.I('JUptlan gol.d ring trom'" ~ro8, part 
.'~ oIPerlini Treasure ot Be~l1n Museum. 1 

~;' Two paintings by' Poalenbvg and 
,C Brekel.eDkam fro01ll Lu1enld Palace 


.Museum" 'Warsaw. Poland 
 2 

MS, of polltieal testament ot 

Frederick the Great of 17;2 


German $tat.e. .A:tchiv•• 
 1 

Hemet Painting loote~ trqm 
Mme Halphen, Pari8~ , France 1 

/' 
/IS. 	 Leopard. Skin Rug from, Lee 


Household Korea 1 


12 vols.49. 	 Books from Syracue U¢v.: Lib. 

Books from Lawrence College, ' 

.A.pplet.cmWisconain t.o:i.Jiarburg Lib. 
 S vola. 

Univ. i 


Books tram Princeton,/Libra.r:r 
 2 vola. 
J -­

v 22• 	 Books frQDl Univ. ot Penn.: Lib. 5 vola. 

MIl and books.. t,a.bl.eta, beads ;0 vola. 
and headdress" from, Royal : 6; objects 
Household of Okinawa,:: Ok1na.wa t.iiJo«ai·, 

~~ '~ Psalter-tram'Dresden Library 1 vol 
/'..,As. 	 .Rubeupainting' from" Dtleaeldorf 


Museum' ~. , 
 1 

ItQld lilctyaeated b7' the .(ire" frg 

.D1:ls8eldorf. Kunstsamm1'Ullpll thru 


1~. ':".' 

A6. 

l3rek pa1Dting ,~' 

1 

1 

so a'mar pldcoUia'and medalS 
li'rara. dealer thrU CUtcms , 

" 2SO 

. f 

;;: 1'.': :." • 
• ",-,-1 ~'"7' 

...~ t"} ,~"\ (\ , 
, j ,U ,') ") 

.,.1... oJ.. ' 

:::,'~" 
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BUMBER or PDCBS 

.' . 
, fV." 1 
,If" 
)/32. Az'61T&1. "cords ot ~ben.t.iD 9

Becord of debt MI. Uth c. 
~6th c., - 17th c. "' ", 

'~l ~,' 

17'>"- Hil.debl"aldslied -Kadel L1'br8l"T

han &1ld Phil. dea.lei-' 
 1 

v',1t. I!isaaJ. trcau \ftlrSbur,' 
tram Chica&:o Deals!" 1 

If3 hound. rePorts ot NEI ' 

1767-1939 Netherlands ' 


'Poland? 
, ) 

~, " \,' 

,,\' , 

...'J~ p.o" ~ ,I') 0 
..i. .. l ..M... \. ' 
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WORKS OF ART RECOVERED IN THE UNITED 
LIST 'OF CASES. 


OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

case Noo No. of Descript1onofObj. Reported bZ: 	Investigated and 
Recovered by:Objects. 

1 948 Coins Collector Bureau of Customs:,... ..... ,fIA:~ ..' !>t of Customs, Washington,
Chicago' Collector. of 

C~~toms, Chicago 

2 16 	 13th c. Manuscript Collector .,Bureau of customs, 
Six daggers ~ith of Customs .' Washington 
sheaths , New York Collector of 
Iron-bound leather City '; ;lCustoms, New York 
box (very early) ,;':'Qity
Red aespatch:case of 
Napoleon I' , 
~Leather box contain­
ing documents ; . 

" l' < 

Chinese puppets 

1 Painting: Droochs­ New York" Bureau of Customs, 
loot (1631) Hist. Soc. 	 Washington' 

Collector of Customs, 
New York City 

4 1 Cranach Ptg. of BrooklYn Bureau of Customs, 
Melanct-hon College 	 Washington

Collector, of Customs 
New York City 

5 22 	 Indian Ptgs. & Detroit Bureau of Customs, 
Drawings Inst. of Washington
EthiopicMS. & Arts Collector of Customs, 
Cas e. Drawings, Detroit, Michigan
after Raphael;' 

6 1 	 14th c.' Ivory, Los Angeles Bureau of' Customs, 
diptych of the County Museum Washington 
Passion Collector of Customs, 

Los .Angeles, Calif. 

7 	 1 . Jewelled Renais­ Los Angeles Bureau of Customs, 
sance figurine of' County Museum Washington 
man and monkey Collector of Customa, 

Los Angeles, calif'. 

8 1 	 Dfirer Engraving E.R. Schwabach Voluntary return 

9 1 	 French 15th, de Young I~emor­ Bureau of' Customfl I 

Book of Hours ial Museum WashingtonI 

Collector of CuS1;olnf: 
, san Francisco"calif. 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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aBe No. Received from: status 	 OWner Returned to Date of Return. 

1 F. Cooper,
:lent.) Edna, Kansas Army Ur,tknown OMGUS 1949 

_,.,.....:1JIt'It.. ~. 
~. 


2 J. Bodnar, Jr. Army Amorba.ch 

(cont. ) N. Y. C. 	 Museum OMGUS 1949 

II II It 

Offenbach 
Le~ther " Museum II 

:tr IF II. 

IF Ii II \fI III !l 11 1949 

.. '. 

3 J. R. Hutchinson Lt. Bremen OMGUS 
(cont. ) (USNR) Kunsthalle 1949 

-'" . ,,", ., 

4 R. Hilberg Army Hitle~ Collection OMGUS 1949 
(cont. ) Brooklyn, N. Y. 	 Ff.U:1.i.erbau ' 

Munich 

5 D. Whitney Army Berlin state OMGUS 1949 
:cont.) Detroit, Mich. Library 

I 

6 

cont.) H. F. Travis Army Kassel Museum OMGUS 1949 


.. 

7 H. P. Johnson Army Mannheimer OMGUS 1949 

~ont. ) Collection 


I 

8 E. R. Schwabach(Capt~') Germa.n:tschesGer. Govt. 1949 

,ont. ) National Museum" 


Nfirnber.g. 

9 N. Yeatrakas Army Rema&en, Ger. OMGUS 1949 

ont. ) 


OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


rZ;. 5~ f V­
LOt- (0 l-t-J-l 

.')1' 't";- -> '~'':; ~~• 

..i;.".l. ::i.i 'J; .. :.. 

http:Amorba.ch


-2fl.­

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

. Description of Obj. Reported by: Investigated and 

'. 

Case No. 

10 
_':~.'fI'I"(~# t.o 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


16 


17 


18 

19 

No. of 
Objects. 

4 

1 

51 

2 

12 

1 

6 

3 

,28 

1 

Tapestries,' c.1580 MFA&A,OMGB 
6vid Series! 

Tapestry, Brussels MFA&A,OMGB
about 1700 ' 

Ceramics and Chinese 
3 paintings Government 

TWo panels of 
Bronze Doors, of 
Benevento Cathedral, 
early 13th c l• 

Foreign Documents, 
French, ' 
1 Folder, 12, dossiers 

Italian Documents 

Woodcuts 

TWo paintings and 
one pastel. ' 

Japanese swo*d 
furniture, 
(11 tsuba and 
17 Kozuka) 

Painting: Monet, 
uP6niches sur 1a 
Seineu 1874 

Norfolk Museum 
of Arts and 
Sciences 
Norf'olk, Va. 

Philadelphia 
Mus eum of Art 

Detroit Instltute 
of Arts, Detroit,
Michigan 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Recovered by: 

Bureau of Customs, 
Washington
Collector of 
Customs, New York 
City 

Bureau of Customs, 
Washington 
Collector of 
Customs, New York 
City 

Bureau of Customs, 
Washington
Collector of' 
Customs, New York 
City 

Voluntarily
surrendered 

Department 
of State. 
Returned with 
approval of tho 
Common Council 
of' the City of 
Detroit. 

------------,--~---------------------,-----,,-.., ..,-,---.-" 
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Received from: status Owner Returned to Date of Return 

A. M. Adler and.-- Dealers 
George F. 

Bavarian 
National 
Museum,
Munich 

omus 1949 

..~ tr. Schimann 

11 A. M. Adler 
(Cont.) and George F. 

Dealers Kunsthistorisches omus 1949 
Museum, Vieqna 

Schirnann 

12 P.J.R. Desjardins (Lt. Chin.Gov't. Chinese Govt. 1947 
(Conto) U.S.N.R.) (from Tientsin) 

13 
(Cont. ) 

14 Name unknown 
(Cont.) Found at Fort 

Di%, New Jersey
--"1'0·'-"""" ""Name""UiiknoWii""'" .,.." 
(Cont.) 

16 Capt.M.R.Tsouros
_fCoht..,.)..."."",,_..- ,- -''''-, .• ,.'",,,,, 

17 Brother of 
(Conto) Mrs. E. Shamp

Norfolk, Va. 

Army Benevento 
Cathedral 

Italian Embassy,* 1946 
WashiJ.1.gton 

French Govt. omus * 1946 

""'ftaLfanGovt • 'ItalIan il­ 1946 
, : Embassy 

Arm~_,,~~~i~,~~:i~y, :'OMGUS i" 1946 

Bologna area , Italian 
&nba'ssy 

olio 1946 

18 Soldier, name Army
(Cont.) unknown 

SCAP, 'Foqo -4" 1946 

,
':. ........ ., .... ~... . 

19 Detroit Institute Mme:. Fernand 'French Embassy 1950 
(COllt. ) of Art, Halphen, Paris' Washington,D.C. 

* Not received and not returned by the Department of state. 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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ONLY 

Reported by: Investigated and 
Recovered by: 

Wm., A.. Jackson Bureau of Customn, 

No. of ,. 
Objects. 

1 

21 2 

22 1 

23 1 

24 1 

25 12 

26 8 

27 2 

28 5 

-3a­

OFFICIAL USE 

Description of Obj. 

Mainz Psalter 

Paintings: 
Poelenburgh and 
Brekelenkamp 
(framed) 

Leopard Ski~ Rug 

Egyptian gold ring 
from Meroe, from 
Ferlini Treasure 

MS of Political 
Testament of 
Frederic the 
Great, 1752.: 

, 

Volumes 

Volumes 

Volumes 

Volumes 

Harvard Univ. 

Bureau of' 
Customs, . 
Washington 

Dept. of state 
from· news 
report 

Museum of 
Fine Arts 

T.A~Heinrich" 
Huntington 
Museum 

Syracuse Univ. 
Library 

Lawrence' Col­
ulege, Wisconsin " 

Princeton Univ. 
nLibrary..? It 

University of 
II rr IIPenno Library 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Washington 

Collector of 

Customs, New Yor]c 

City 


Bureau of Customu, 

Washington; Customs 

Agent, Laredo, 

Texas ; Departmen1; 

of JUstice, Wash:i.ng­

ton and U S AttoJ.'ney" 

Fort Smith, 

Arkansas. 


Bureau of Custonls, 
Washington 
Collector·of 
Cus t o~, Denver:, 
Colorado 

Bureau of· CuStODlfI, 
Washington 
Collector of 
Customs, Boston, Mass 

Bureau 6f Customfl" 
Washington 
Supervising Customs 
Agent" New Orleans 

Returned by requEtst 

http:Wash:i.ng
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Received from: status 

Dealer 
in 

Owner 

Dresden 
staats 
Bibliothek 

Returned to 

OMGUS & Fed. 
Rep~ of Ger. 

Date of Retw:g 

March 13, 19f;O 

21 
{Conto} 

22 
(Cont. ) 

N. Y. C. 

Mr. Robert Emrick Army Lazienki Palace Polish :Embassy,
Washingt on, 

Jan. 
1951Rogers Arkansas Polish State 

Museum 

Eiverne H. Army
Giltner, 
923 Lake Ave., 
Pueblo, Colorado 

. I 

Changdok
Palace, 
Seoul, 
Korea 

D. C. 

Korean Embassy Feb. 14, 
Washington,
D. C. 

23 
(Cont.) 

Rabbi Joseph S. 
Shubow, 

Army , Berlin 
Chaplain Museum 

Invo !<Tr. ' 
22781 . 

Federal Republic May 16,1952
of Germany, Bonn. 

125 Holland· Rd" 
Brookline 46, 
Mass. 

24······· J6hriH•. Murphy 
tconto) 124 Hobbie Drive 

Montgomery,
Alabama 

...·····-g'fr·· ....· · .. ·Syracus e"Uni vers­
(Conto) ity Library 

- ....26-·· 
(Cont. ) 

27 
(Cent. ) 

28 
(Cant. ) 

··Ltiwreiice··coiiege 

Princeton Univo 
Library 

Univ. of Penn. 
Library 

USAF 

. I 

Koenigliche Haus 
Archives of the 
German state 

Koenigliche Preussiche 
Meteorologisches In­
stitut, Berlin 
University at 
Marburg 

Bibliothek Schloss 
Plathe Pommern 

German Libraries: 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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30 

31 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

No. of " 
Objects. 

1 

1 

115 

1 

1 

1 

1 

50 

250 

43 , 

-4a­
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.-....-..­ .....-.... ,~,.-.. --.. , ........ --".,-----_....'" 

, DEGLASSiFlED 
; AULiOri~tJ'16~tJ7/ , 
!By '/ ZNARA ()2te~': 

Description of Obj. Reported by: Investigated and 
Recovered by:I 

Painting: Rubens Los, Angeles
"Saint Katherine fl County Museum . 

Bureau of Customs 
Washington, D.C. 
and Department of 
Justice 
Collector of 
Customs, Los 
California. 

Painting: Breklenkam, Bureau of 
uOld lady by Fire" CustQms 

Okinawa Royal MSS 
(50 vols 0); 
tablet and:beads 
65 other objects 

Woodcut by. Bodo 
Zimmermann . 

i 

English document: 
. Indenture , dated 1671 

English document: 
Indenture# ,dated 1680 

Banner from Aachen 

Gold medals and coins 
, 

Antique seals and 
gems 

Army Bureau of Customs, 
Washington, D. C. 
Supervising Customs 
Agent# Boston, Mass 

Returned by request 

H D " 
r.I " 

" 
Museum of Art 

, Rhode Island 
: School. of 
.Design 

Bureau of Cus'boms 
Washington, D.C.; 
Supervising Cus­
toms Agent:: 
Chicago#& PllS 0, 
New Orleans and 
New York City. 

Bureau of Customs 
Washington, D" C. 
Supervising Cus­
toms Agent, N4~W. 
York City. 

Bound repo~ts of 
NEI 1767-1939 

Amhers:t College
Library 

Returned by 
request 

OFFICIaL USE ONLY 

" .~ n Ji ':'7i J. ! 11..1 



29 
• t.n;......t~,"':r'.. rvvJ.J. • I 

30 
(Cont.) 

31 
(Cont.) 

; -4b­

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

--....-.~- ......­ -...- -.... ., ... ~, ~'-'------ .. 
, DECLASSlfIED . 
. AULiorlt'() 16~tJ7/ . 
t By "F !NAAA u21e~1~ . 

Received from: Status; Owner, Returned to Date of Return 

Mr. J. P.Frary
18010 Valley'
Vista, Encino, 
Gal. 

II 

Army 

" 

Carl Sternfelt USNR 
87 Grove Street, 
SCituate, Masso 

Dtisseldorf 
Musetun: 
Kunstsamm-. 
lungen ' 

11 

I Royal Hous e:­
•hold of 
, Okinawa 

Fed. Republic
of Germany,
Bonn 

n 

Government of 
Ryukyu
Islands 

May 16, 195:~ 

n 

May 29, 1953 

"''', '.3,2 Office of His­ • Mrs. Eva Zimmer­ owner 
(Cont.) torica1 Properties mann, 2401 N. Fratney 

January 9,1954 

Military History,Dept.Army st OI Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
..~--~.~-' ., .... COltini6tisPiiblic Llbrary< . Reoord Offioe ' BritishEfubassy 

(Cont. ) Columbus, Ohio I Washington, D. C. 
Sept. 7, 

1954 

34 
(Cont.) 

35 
(Cont.) 

~ ~-'-36' 

(Cont. ) 

37 
.(Cont. ) 

3.8 

DuluthPu.blio iibrary
Duluth, Minnesota 

"" .. , .•..•,,-_.,... I 

,i" . n It n ... '" 

University of Florida City of AaohenGerman .Ein.bassYJ Sept. 8:. 
._..... '.......w.~~hington,D.C. 19~4

'Grfhitha1 

stacks 

'''New York Weimar, German Embassy . 
Dealer Schlossmusetun Washington, D.C. 

New York ,Munich, 
Dealer 'Staatliche 

: & Trusteeship of 
F.R.G. 

! Mtmzsa.mmlung 

German mtlbassy 
Washington,D.C • 

In 

111 

Libr~ry of Congress 'Netherlands' 
Government 

Netherlands 
Emba.ssy,
Washington, 
D. C. 

sept. 10,1954 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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Case,< Noo No. of 
Objects. 

2 

40 

41 

42 

1. 

9 

1 

43 7 

44 1 

45 

46 

2 

3 

~ Description of Obj~ Report ed by: 	 Investigated and 
Recovered by: 

ItLiber Sap~entiae" Published in Bureau of Customs, 
10th century bound 'lhe New Colo­ Washington, D. C. 
MS, with one page phon,' 1950, Collector of 
of A.D. 800 MS of p.' 233. Customs, New Yo:rk 
tlHildebrandslied tf 	 City.
(in blue leather 
box) • 

Wurzburg Missal 

of 1495 (M~ssale

Herbipolense) . 


Records of:Grebenstein Returned by

Hesse-Kassel 17th request 

18th c. and other docu­

ments 


Petrarch MS, .IDe AfricaIt, New York Bureau of Customs, 
14th century Times Washington, D. Go 

report 	 Department of' 
Justice and U. S.• 
Attorney for N. ,J. 
Collector of 

Customs, 	New Yox'k 
City 

Forgeries of antique Metropolitan Bureau of Customs, 
gold jewelry Mus eum of Washington, D. G. 

Art 	 Supervising Cus';::;oms 
Agent, New York and 
Los Angeles, Califo 

Korean sword, Los Angeles Bureau of Customs, 
Yi Dyn. 14th County Museum Washington, D. G. 

and 15th century 	 Supervising Customs 
Agents, Los 
Angeles and san 
.'Francisco, cal ii.' • 

Record Books of Return requesteel..

Military Academy, 

Pilsen, Czec~oslovakia 


PapYri Jandanae, G.erman Govt. Bureau of Custon~, 


Nos. 246,323 and Washington, D.C. 

324, 3rd century A.D. Supervising Customs 


Ment San 
Franc!s80 and Collec 
tor Of ustoma I LosOFFICIAL 	USE ONLY Ange~es, 	 calif 0 .. 
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39 
> (Cont:) 

Received from: 

The Estelle 
Doheny 

. DECLASS1FlEO 
; AULiori(f"J6~()7/ i 
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status 	 OWner Returned to Date of Return 

SO.ld py Kassel, German Embassy , Sept. 10" 1954 
Rosenbach" Landes- Wash." D.C. 

Collection, N. Y. C. bibliothek 

. Camarillo" Cal. lJea:ler 


.....-"..-~-.. "- .... .' ~"-. ".,., 

II lti . .\II III40 Mainfrankisches 

(Cont. ) Museum, Wflrzburg 


It u lW III'41'" tfhraI7 of Land Hesse 

(Cont. ) Congress 


._, .... , ....... " ,"" 


42 Walter Rechsteiner, Army Trieste US Political sept. 17, 1954 
(Cont. ) 728 Twenty-fourth St •. Bib110teca Adviser, 

Uni on Oity" N0 J. ' Civicia Trieste 

- .... ····43'··· .... '·M'r's.-Ciara Eliz~b~th Importer Mr. Marwitz Transi'erred Sept. 21, 
(Cont.) Hertling, Los Angeles, and who was sen- to National 1954 

. California . dealer tenced in Collection 
Munich i'or of Fine Arts" 
putting forgeries Smithsonian Ins 
on market on permanent deposit. 

44 .Tom Co Harrison" .I\rmy GI. Yi Household Minister of Novo 5, 
(Cont.) 2658 Juliet st." Changduk Education" 1954 

Los 	 Angeles 7" Calo Palace" R.OK, Seoul 
Seoul 

I" • 

Transferred to Sept. :21, 
(Cont.) Office of 1955 

Military History, 

univarsitrJ}t·GolI'~~e,~~~sy·· Jtl.ly 9;'4;6" Mr. saiem Manfred Flaum" 
(Cont. ) 	 124 Pico Boulevard, Giessen Library Wash." Do C. 1956 

Santa Monica, Cal. 
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No. No. of 
..;;....~.-;;;.;..;.. 

Objects. 
47 1 Japanese sword and ,..#" ,.. ... :",,:.~ scabbard 

33, 	 Icons (31:) and 
Silverframes (2) 

48 

49 289 Silverwar~ & Rugs 

50 11 Nine artifacts., c. 
A.D. 1300 and two 

-6a­

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Description of Obj. Reported by: 

books from EichstHtt. Arts and 
SCiences, 

,Rochester,N.Y. 

51 4 Objects (4) from 
Herrenchiemsee 

52 1228 Coins 

53 88 stamps 

54 22,664 Miniature soldiers 
(lead) 

55 1 Dachau Burial Urn 

Herwin 
Schaefer, 
Berkeley, 
California • 

Department
of the Army 

tt II II 

City of Hers-

Museum of 
Fine arts, 
Houston, Texas 

I

Rochester 
Museum of 

,,- - '-.,--­

Investigated and 
Rec overed by: 

Return requested 

Bureau of CUS1iOmS, 
Washington,' D., C. 

Supervising
Customs Agent) 
New Orleans, C:ustoms i 
Agents in Browns­
ville, Laredo and 
Galveston, Te,:,::as 

Return requested 

Return requested 

Office of the Pro­
vost Marshal General 
Department of '~he 
Army, Bur ea u o:E' 
Customs, Washi:ngton, 
D. C. ' 

Office of the ,Provos 
Marshal General, 
Bureau or Cust.::>ms, 
Washington, D. C. 
SuperVising CU:3toms 
Agent, , Chicago" 

II it 

Office of the Pro­
bruck, Germany.vost Marshal 

General, Depal·tment
of the Army, 

. Bureau of Customs, 
Washington, D. C. 

Wm. P. Stube, 
Jr., Houston 
Texas 

customs Agent,
Houston, Texa;:. 
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47 Col. Fred C. Army Japanese Foreign Office August 6" Ie56 

# '" C()n.t~ , Dyer, 3653 Win- Government Jap. Gov't. 

. . fh'r:top Ave., Tokyo 

.._....,........... ___ lpg ;t~.:r:1B,polJfJ ,.Ind..•... 
48 Mr. Dana B. Army USSR USSR Embassy" April 10" IH57 

(Cont.) Mac Inerney 	 Washington, 
D. C. 

" . ~ ,', 	 ..... "'." .. 

49 Quartermaster Corps . Nazi loot Bundesden.km.alamt, July ~)O, '57 
(Cont.) Department of the Arm:y found in Austria Austria Govt. Vienna 

_"___~""",.,."v" ........__,..._..".,.~ ••••"._~'"''''''''""'_., ,." •. ,1 


50 Anonymous 	 Historical German Embassy Januar:l 29" 
(Cont. ) 	 Society" .. Washington" D.C. 195B 


Eichstlitt" 

Bavaria 


.n51 Col. Samuel S. Army Castles of German Embassy 
(Cont.) Morse 	 Herrenchiems ee, Vvashington,


Bavaria D. Co 


Mr. A.nton German Embas sy II 


(Cont. ) Chicago, Illinois Joharmes Wiede" Washington" 

52 Mr. John Obringer 

Hoerwarthstrasse D. C. 

43/3" Munich 23, 

Germany 


n. 	 tJ tI53 Dr. Chas. A. Owen,Jr. :Army 
_-.lqQI!~.!'l..... __~g.gJ:1.~~.t.~r, .Minn. It 

54 Col. Larter 
I 

Heimat Museum" Shipped by Army May 29,· 
(Cont.) 124 Evans Avenue Hersbruck, to GermanYl to Ba- 1958 

. San Antonio, Texas Germany, 	 varian Land Office 
for the Care and 
Preservation of 
Monuments. by Ameri.cn.n Con 
Su..L u-eneral" MUnlcn.. 

55 R. R. Cocke, Munich, ,Germany German Embassy, Ma:l 6" 
(Cont.) P.O. Box 1052, I Washington"D.C. 1959 

Corsicana" Texas 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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.Objects. 

31 

57 14 

58 1 

59 1 

60 2 

61 350 ~, 

, 
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OFFICUL USE ONLY 

Descripti?n of Obj. 'Reported by: Investigated and 

I 
Prehistoric artifacts' 
from Russian excava­
tion ! 

, 

Books and! Objects 

I 
Luther, 8~0 Lieder •••I 

Lette~ 
Haydn, 
1782. 

i 
, 

I 

fr;om Joseph 
da,ted 16 Augu~t 

I 

Rec overed by: 

ADler. Museum Return requested
of. Natural 
History, N.Y.C. 

Maa or Robert E. 
Brizee u 

Princeton Univ. 
Library 

paintings!: KOekkoek, ;Bure~u of Cus­
Landscap~, & Maes, :toms. (See Case' 
Portrait !of man,from i ~#29: Rubens)
Bad Wi1d~ngen Reposi~ory , 

, ' 

German state Archives:
I . 

Royal pa~ers and ~ 
correspo~dence; state 
treaties I, 

i 
11/27/6]

I 

i 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Gierman Gov'to 

tv 

II 

Bureau of Customs 
Washington D.C. 
and Supervif10r of 
Customs, LO~I' 
Angeles & Dotroit 

Bureau of Cus­
toms, Was)::ting­
ton, D. C" 
Collector of 
Customs, :New 
York and Buffa1 
Dept. of Jus­
tice. 

." 11"'}'; ..~ 31. •._ : _'l...L. 
~, '-1 ..-( 
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Received from: status Owner Returned to Date of Return 

Mr. James Larwood,Army USSR USSR Embassy, August 18, 19n9 
Atlanta, Georgia Washington,D.C. 

57 Major Brizee, Army, Korea Univo Korean Embassy Dec. 23 1
(Cont.) 2809 Farm Road, Library & Im- Wash., Do C. ' 1959 Mus 4>' 

Alexandria, Va. . 'I 
perial Yi ,Household Collection Toks.u,Palac:t

---58-' '" _.., . "1'rlnceton Univ. 'Danziger ~tadt Privately to August 23,I 

'(Conto) Library Bibliothek f~~a!r~fo~C~olish ... 1960". 

59 Library of Congress, Deutsche Staats- German Embassy DeB. 21,: 
(Cont 0) bibliothek, Washington, 19GO 

Berlin D. Co 

·60 Mr. Valentine Lavin Army Not known 

(Cont.) 4806 Cleveland Ave., Deposited in 


N. W., Canton, Ohio. Bad Wildungen 

" .. ," ., .. ' 

61 Mr. Fritz Otto East German German Govt. 

(Cont o ) Weinert inunigrant 


to UQ. 


CU/AM:ARHall:lqf 11/27/61 . 
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I, Berlin. d~rmany
I l' July 1949 ' 

Mr.' E. J .COhD:' 
"5 Wew Square 
Lincoln' 8 Inn 

Lond'on. W.C. 2, England 


,,', 

Dear lIr. COhD' , i 

I have ,received your le~ter, of ., June ,1949 conoerning the resti tu";' 
tion claim filed pursuant to, Military Governmen1: Law No. 59 on behalf 

,of Dr. O. l.ehmaDD. " i ' ,.' :' . , 

Military.GoVernment has 'in l~s oustody at the present time ,several 
hundred thousand books whfeh' were reoently moved frcmi several colleoting 
points in the IT.S.' Zone to a: single.depoe1:tory at,.Wi.sbaden. Due t~ 
their, number and the inabiHtyto allocate sufficient ppl'lonnel for'the 
purpose. ~.t has not been posslbleto sort and oat.alogue them by title 
and author. It is ex,pected.,: however. that, at 8 le. tar date 'those whioh· ' 
bear an individual's name or' other mark of identif1oat1nn i~dica~ing 
pro'b~ble ownership w111have~been' segregated and be, available for de­
livery to the pierson entitle~t()' reoeive them. 

I 

When a petition has been filed pursuant toN,l1itary Goven,ment 

T.aw No. 59. 't;he, Restitut~on Agency havin~ 'jurisd,iction may, under the. 

taw. reqUest additi,onal .particulars:as to the claImed property. and 

may also, iii the event there! is no counter' olehi. or objeotion by the 

present holder, issue an ord~r grenting ,th~ petition. ' It h als~ 


w~,thin the ,oompetence of that Agenoy to.oonsider, in supportcif the 

specific claim under'referenoe. such' facts':8S to description of the 

property as the petition could reasonably ~e ex~cted to pr~vide under 

the: circumstanoes. . I , ' " , 

, .' I ' ,,', 
As it is physically impoea1blefor the Arch!:val Depot to provide the 

, claimant with 8 list of titles and author,s~ I can only suggest you fur­
nish suoh information as is possible as ,to titles. autr,ore, such addi­
tional descriptive matter ooncerning, the books 88 is knowtl, and pointing: 
out further. 88 you have stated~ that the IS rlioula r books being claimed 
are all inscribed with the name of the petiUoner or his brother. You 
may possibly obtlilin aSB,1etance by wr~ting The Jew1shRestitution Sucoes­
sor Organization, APO 696-A. 'attention Mr,. 'Ferenoz. ' " 

I 
I sincerely regret I am unable to be of' more; immec:'liate assistance. 

Sino~r81y• 

•!. 

lI.nTON L. OGDEN 
';. ',Lt. Col. GSC. 

;Secretary General 
I I. , 

, ' 

'" ., ,..',.-': .-lj r­
1, J. :' 11.:J 
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OFFICE OF MILITARyqOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (US) 

Pwperty Division 


APO 742 

Berlin, Germany 


4 November 1948 

!:JEHORANDDi'l TO GE!IER-,U, CLAY 

SUBJECT: 	 Consi deration of' Cut-off Date for F'iling Claims uncleI' the 
Res-l;i tution Law 

1. We have con-Unually. during the last six mOll't;hs, received 
letters asldne; that thel:;iJrte for filing claims under bhe llestil;ution 
Law be extended, giving;. in many cases, very compe 211.n£; reasons. The 
tempo ofbhese 1e:.;-1;;6rs has stepped up recenl:;ly, and it is fully ex­
pected L;hat very shortly'pressure from all sides wi 11 commence, because 
of the f'ac~~ that only two :;:nonths remain.. JR30 has already-indicated 
orally that;t;heyf'eel Ghat H; is impossible for them -Go do a satis~ 
factory job in such. a. short time. 

2. In orderi;hat a, final dec isioD_ L'ts..y be made nO,'I, thus 
saving a grea!; deal of 'Wasted last-ll1-i.llute effort; in the week or so be­
fore 31 December 1948. Legal DiviSion and Property Divisiou feel that 
all reasons for and against the extension of the filing; date st..ould be' 
considered by you at this l~irne,chat; a final deciSion be made, and that 
Washing can be advised so that it can do wha·tever poss ible to deal with 
the ques tion. 

3. Reasons agains t extens ion of' l:ihe date: 

a. C 1aunant;s have he,dthir teen mont;hsGo f' i le. 

b. The German property o'\mars and i:;he Gerraan Economy 
have e.lready had lihr6e and a half ye'W"s of uncertaintyasto:;itlesof 
propert:;y which may be claimed for restitution. 

'0. I\JlodificaGion as to time of filing will lead to other 
pressures being exerted for other changes ini:ihe law J leading to som.e 
of the resulvs encountered in denazification. 

d. lIilitaryGoverr::rr:ent desires to have terminated, insofar 
as poss io 1e, beforelihe Ccoupa';;ion Sl:;e,tutiebecomes eff ec i:;ivo. those un­
certainties and burde~'1s imposed by litary Government on '~he German 
peop Ie and t;he German Ee onomy. 

I 

e. The elimination of the ProperGY Div:tsion and the cut­
i~ing down of IdUtaryGoverlllllent pruoliicipation tn certain phases of the 
Occupation wouldbedelay<ldat leaat for the Gine of the extension. 
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4. ,Reasons in favor of thEl 6xcension of the filing 
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a. On 1 November 191+8, only 11,335 pei.;:,tions, both, 

complete and incomplete ha.d been filed with the ,Central Filing Agency. 

This number is far less, than the number which we had expec 'ced, although 

of course two months remain in the fi ling period. 


b. Complaints have been received concerning inadequate 
public ity in various coun'l;r i~s of the wor ld, but theEe has been :uo t;hing 
'1;0 bear this out, other t;ban the reI!'l.9.rk at "a.1t aboveo There is nothing 
further that OMGUS can do about this, since we have issued press ra­
lee.ses, contacted knOilvn claimants by mai 1, and given full information 
1.:;0 all military and diplomatic missions in Germany several times. The 
State Depar-t;ment 'was likewise requested to circularize all embassies and 
legations and bring the information GO the attention of t"he governments 
to which they were accredited, aHhough we understand this was not ac­
complished in some countries in a 'way to publicize fully the provisions 
of the law. ' 

c. The war in Pales,tine has for some time stopped mai 1 

sElrvice, bu t; it has now been resumed. 


d. Individual lawyers and the JRSO find themselves in the 
-position of Gr"ying; to get sufficient; information concerning the many 

'-c la.bus 	which they are handling within a period which makes it aJmos't; 
physically impossible. Pert of th'is-can, of course, be attributed to 
the late start that; JRSO had and the fact tha·t some individual attorneys 
have only recently rece ivedl.-he c labus. . 

e. ·,Under the provisions of the law, the JRSO may claim 

all unc 1aimed Jewish proper~y, unless a writt~n waiver of a c laint is 

delivered before 31 December 1948••An informal opinion of a recent 

visitor from the War Departuient was that JRSO would profit at the ex­

pense of' individual claimants who had nOG yet; even heard of the law 

and that the extension would, l:;herefore, be advisable, as a mat;ter of 

justice ~o the true c laimaul.:;. 


f. An extenslon of \',ime would bring; us more near ly in 

line with~he other occupation powers, since the FrenCh have .extended 

their deadline until some t,ime in I,iay 1949, and the British, still 

withoU'\; a restitution law, h9.ve extended the time for filing c la:iJlls 

under General Order No. 10 until J)ecember 1949, but; there appears to be 

no possibili,ty of uniformity 011 other points. 


5. 'rhe granting of an ,ext;enston would re lieve Mi 1itary Govern­
ment and ,the Restitution AgenCies of certain criticism which results from 
refusals to adrninistratively waive certain matters presently required. 
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These refusals are interpreted as non-cooperat:;1on by Military Govern­
ment or the Restitution .AgaAc ies in, solving the problems invo lved in 
the waiver. Examples: 

a. JRSO has indioated ,that; they fee 1 that addhiional 

l'~il itary Government legis laliion mus t; be promulgated which would allow 

iGi:;o file a olaim at a later time, in :~he evenl; that; a. report by the 


'ho lder of confiscated property Ip1.der Artie Ie 73 of i~he law had not 
been filed. 

b. JRSO has already indicaced that it expeots axtraor­
dtns.ry consideral-;ion f:com 11ilitary Government and the Rest;itution 
Agencies in supplement:ing t,heinformat;ion contained inche minimun 
e laim forms' whioh t:;hey are fi ling to meetbhe 31 Deoember 1948 deadline. 

Any refusals by OI\~US or the Restitution Au I;;horii:;iesGO grant 
'lihese or similar requests will probably be \jermed a sabotage of the 
purposes of "bhe Resi:;itution Law. ' 

6. :iECOM~END,AT rm:: Both the Proper:\;y DiVis ion and the Lega 1 
'Division 	reoommend that no Gxtension of \:;he deadline be made. "~fhich­
ever way I.;he decision is made, someone ',vi 11 suffer, Sl1d in (,he carry­
ing; out of sound Mili\:;ary Gover:nment aclrnillistration, as well a.s'st.rEmg­
thening, our position vis-a-visGhe new German provisional government, 
it is feU; that we should not extend,:;he .filin€; period. Upon the prem­
ise thatl:;his recommendation is aocepl:ied, we have prepared I.;he atta.ched 
cable GO Vl'ashington, ou{~l:inmg <i:;he reasons both for and against such a 
ciecision and stating 'thai;; this is the final decis.ion and they may so 
inform persons who inquire, givingt;he reasons therefor. In addil:iion .. 
we have asked in the cable that the state Department again immediately 
contact; all embassies and legations, requesting them to point out '\:;0 

the respeo!;ive governments to whicht;hey are accredii:;edthe urgency 
thatt.heir residents and nationals 'fi 16 Claims before 31 December 194t~. 
We will take e~C tlythe s~e seeps with respect to the mi litary and 
diploma tic missions accredi-ted here in Germany. ,. 

1 Inc 1: a/s 

Te lephene 436~ 

CQKCUH.HEHCE: Legal Division 
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PISTRI.BllI'ION OF Boom IN '.mE U.6. rRCM JULy 1, 191:9 TO JAN-. 31, 1952 

No. or Rare 
Items No. Be- Bet BoolaI 

NaD:l! of' Ineti tutlon .Rece l'vcd a tUl:"!'1e'd ':ReceiTed includec". - ­
,/ A. Priority Libraries 

3,s . "'., 

• >, ,Alnericai:i. Je1l1ah Hlstor1cal SOciety, If.Y • 

,'::'i~ l}al.tlmore Hebrew Collese, Ba.lt1more 
 2 ·4,552 132 
:{":,Bl'8llde1e Unlvcrsit,., Waltham, Ma8S. 11,288 2B 

Collese ot Jewish StudIes, Chicagoi . 7,521 117 
Dropa1e Collese, Philadelphia 1,151 5,549 255., , Be brew Teachers College I SOlton . . 7,275 98 
Hebrew ~olOslcal CoUese, Chicaso 5~847 99 
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati 9,753 268 

. JewIsh CammlD1ty L1bra17, Loa .A.Dselea 1,061 
Jevll!1h Inst1tute ot :RellS1cn, I.Y. 9,380 305 
Jevish Theolog1c8l. Sem1nal"J", N.Y. 13,275 326 
Me811'ta }tabb1 Cha11l :Berlin, Broo~ 1.,282 


',' _sU'ta ~rah VodaAth, :Broo~ 
 3.713
4,689 _.. 101··lrer I.~l, 1~.J:t1more 


·,'·&bb1n1CaJ. Callese ot 1'el.8:be, Cl.eYelaD4 
 156 
,1'••hi"f1L 'IlIl1vel'tlit.7, lI.Y • . 1,1'7 9,-07 
YIddish Scient1fic Institute, li.Y.. : 679 .11.,68l. .. 

. . I 

B. BIfa]1er L1brar1e. 
!
' 

10.B 'na1 :Br1th Rillel Fcn.mdAtll.X1 1,07~1r.
:Beth Jledrash El7cm, Spr1ng ValleT, > N • Y. . 3,0­
:Beth Me4r&1Ih G<:IToba... LalI:l!rvood.. N.Jfa 536 18 
llerr.ltah" B.Y. . : 1,014 9 

.JewI8h Educ&tI011 Ccmm1ttee, B.Y. 37 
·J~illh!reAchera 8endZJCl.l"i, N.Y. 1,062 35 

. Jevish Veltare Board, H.Y. 236 36 . 
--·,·M1rrer reah1V8., B.Y.· "':.410I 10 

,Rabb1 SebDeeraohr1 Librar,r, Brooklln 3,294­ 19 
l'C8h1T& or l'latbuah, Broolcl,yn 465 
Zloni.t ArchIve., N.Y. , 2,587 

C. One Time Allocationa 

Be'brev Con:vale IJcent llcae, Jr. Y • 182 182 
Hebrew lnat1tute of Long 18land 631 63 ''' .. 
JcvIl1h Sl!l.:D.itarlum &: EOIIJpItal tor 

.,: Chl.-onic D1seuc8, ~roo~ 100 100\ 
· .. ···47·\.J~'WIBhsettlement Rowse~lf.Y • 47 

Nev York B<J6.rd o~ Babb1. 22 22: 
'Wall Street B1Da8osue, B.T. ;. 52 ,2 
YellhlYot;h (throUSh Torah ~80rah) : 12,013 12,013 ;' 
Seholarl.l' 0rssn11&t1~ 5,,318 5,318 

, '.. 
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.No. ot Hare 
"". Items No. Be - Net ]'ooQ
Name or Instltut1an Beoe1"f'edA turned Recel,.-ed lnclfudt 

D. Non-Jewish L1brar1ee 

Columbia Unlver81t~ 	 2,183 2,183 211 ....Collese ot the City of New lork 214 . 214 
Xarve.i'd Un! vera1t~ 2,166 246 1,920 :51 
IOlia University 18, 185 5. 
Johns Hopk1na UniTeralty . 45 4.5 
Jo1t\t tl'n1verslt7 Re118io\l8 ~ctlon, , 

" :, laahvtlle I 'lenni. 423 423 
Llbrar;r ot Canere88 ' 5,708 5,708 It,3 
Hev York Publio L1bl'lL1"7 ' 2,586 l.,624 U.7. 

'...--

Hev York Umvere1t7 2,302 2,,298 -'':'6 
' 

Un1Teral't7 o:r' Pemwl1T&1l1a 26 26 ... ~ Umven1ty or TeX&8 ·'635 635 
YaJ..e tJnivera1t,. 1'i~09 l.a:!Q2 ' .J'2 

1,e,lll 6,176 l.~,93' 2,805 
.. 
a 	 IJ:JCl\1dea ;pertod1C&l11 aD4 2leVape.pen I 1n41:r14ual .1alJtle., .beet., etc .. 

." 

b 	 Includes CIle lIhOtoetat copy or MIm1ch hlmwi. Alao received bal.:t' • 
cue vith rabb1n1c 1'raf3me~t8. 

c 	 Include.. more tha.n ',,000 non-Jev1.h boob •. 
I 

d Includes 3 1.ncuaable8. 	 \. . 

e 

, 	 ' 

·f" . Alao received aCDe arch1'Yal mater1&l trc:m Hut archhea &Ad the 
,.::, microfilms or the 'W'Ol"ml! Ccmmrm1t7 a:a4 Hun1clpal .ArchiTca. 

a 	 Bece1Ted. an. a4cl1t1ODDJ. allocation ot 535 boob' t.J:1.roosh Torah Ume.ont,h 
.' 	 I, . , 

, 
h Include. stuermer Collictlon. 

J 	 Beoe1ved JII'!I.Ily T1441ah nevspapers whlch vere unbound. The figure 1. 
tbe:rerore Ja1alaadiDe as to actual t1.tl.es. Alao recelTed IICDe a.rohiT&l 
ater1al traa. the EUt-opee.D :11&8 ott1oes. : 

It, Plua, 431 vo.l..ullle. throUSh Tcfth u..-cn.h. : 

______---------19 
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~t Ho. 3 JE'rlIB!'CUL'l'URAL ~c:iI,nc. 
. '.. . 

,WORLD merrRIB1.ci:o. ,or ~ '<mJEoTS "AM) 'rOBAB SCROLLS 
JUij 1; 12t9 .. J&lii1Art 3.1:, 19;2 

,C ERE M 0 lf I A L o J J I C '1' S 'lOB A B 8 C R 0 L'L S c 
ti 

~~ . . -,.'. c: 
, Natal rras- lOtal "'8al'Oll u: 

criM.r.aeum S;Jm6OS Bllver Other ..ta 1httt Ce'I"aCID1a1 has- Buried Totl a: 

Country 'Pieces Pieces ~crap Metal Scrap Metal tor Us. Ob.1eote ' 8crol.la !!!!!:! Soroll.a ScJ'l' 
~ ~ 

I>­

IS%"'9.el 2,285 976 3,261, ~ (81) (127) 10:I '" c: 
'" 

Unl ted States IJ32,6 1,82la. (a~prz. 100) 3J'~0 11()4t 1: '"CI 

" Great Brl ta111 245 66,. (3,713 tor (495 tOr 3U 12 to 

meltlna) aelt1ns) (4,208 tor, <see ! ­
o 

Dt1t1ns) below) 
C, 

'l'nLnce~ '125 -219 ~ (iiea'

below) 


Ce rtlIBIl3" 31 ' 89 120 ~ , 
;l 

\lesurn Europe , .. S 
(u:cl. France t 

.\ 

'" GenzIl7) 129 .129 

Vestern Europe 

(incl. France & 

Great Bntaln) 9B 

South Africa., 150 66 216 

~ 
Caned,.. 151 151 
Argentina 150 150 

t--,. Peru 35 ' 3' 
I !-'" 

' ­.--.J'I 
i- ,'~ --

TCIlALt'·'): 4,162 336 3/369 3,713 495 apprx. 100 12,1~ 1,02r,.. 87 127 1,~
\ c..ni 
j TarAt CE.REMctfIAL OBJECTS mmmm.mm: 7,~7 TarAt TcmAR SCROLLS msrRIBl1l'ED:' ~,ce4 
i, <0 An urunO'WU number Vill require' burIal. 
•j' T 

L. 
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J;:::\'.'lSH CUr.:r UP,,\L: n:::CON:;TnUCT IOU IJJC.
'" " . 

APPENJIX VIr 

Distribution of :Ceromon1e.l' Objec:ta from New York Depot •.1950 

According to Institutions 

I. '-tJn1ted State~: Gram Total 2:.829 

A. Jew! Bh MuseUtl:13 

1. Hebrew Teachers'College, Boston 53 
2. Btna~; Brith H1l1el FoUndations , 65 
3. Hebrew TheoloG1cal College, Chicago 53 
4. College of Jewish Stud1e s J Cblco.go 56 
5. Jew1 sh Museum, New York 	 21l. 
6. Hebrew, Union College, ),Cincinnat1 99 
7. The 'l'~mple, Clevelam" 70 
8~ Yesh1ya Un1versity - 245 
9. Nat1onal, Jewish ~e~rare Board 147 

10. Bureau or Jen th Ed-q.catlon, Buffalo 29 1,028 
, 	 ' I -

B. Non-Jewish Muleuma' 

11. Brooklyn Huse,. 	 19 
12. New York Un1veral:ty 	 -36 S5 

C. SynaGogues, 

Immigrant Congrec;'a ti ons • 6~7 
All OthtJ,rs via Synagogue Council 1,109 1,746 

II. latIn Ar.crlca and Canada: Grand Total 466' , 

1. Canada 'I 	 151 
,2. 	 Argentina: 150 

:5. Curacao ;; ~O 
4. Ch11e·~ 50 
5'. Peru". :55 
6.. I.!exlco* 50 466 

,III. European Muse'W!:l$ f Gram Total 370 

Great Britain ~45 

France-;:' 125 


, 	 - ': 

IV. South African :Mwsemn:n Grand .Total 150 

So. Africa 	 1'50 150-
1 

TOTALN'trMl3£n ,OF OBJECTS 	 ~), 815 

\ ... Ready for Shipment 

::i.7126 
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J.JUJr.r~OUlaon !O~ Cer9100nlal Ob,lec~1I (2) : 
I 

I 


I' 
e \ 

,I! 
'Ac'corct:ln[) to'Catogor1es 

'>," 'fI' 

Han~ lamps 

POinters 

Torah Shields' 

Spice Boxes 

, R1monim' 

Kenoroth 

j. 

t 

I 


! 
1 

I 
, 

i,. 
I 


1 


00110ct1on Boua . 

':.,. Cups 

/ :&:textnal Lights., . 

. 

:S39 

.'391 
'I '. , 

284 

., 

586 


414 


. 

413 
. 
.64 


52 

-

21 


19 


i9 

i 67 


,i 
g. 

,I 

l4ec1als, Coina', ~let8 42 


'l'.x~11e. 

Torah Wrapper. 

Ataroth 

ll1scallaneoWi 

TOl'AL IfUMBER OF" 

. '. 


, . 330 

f 

2~ 

422 

, 


49,

I 

I 
 -
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i. 
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I 
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I .
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I • .

(386 Pairs: 

28 Singles) 
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