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“ALLIED STAFF MEMBERS
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

Name .
ABRAHAM, Tina, Miss
BARRY, Dr. Arthur
BASKIN, Sylvia, Miss
BAUMBLATT, "Dr. Stephan
BEMN-HORIN, Meir ’
BESSER, Dr. Alexander
BLOCK, Dr. Paul
*BONDY, Dr. Stefon
BRUCK, Dr. Kurt |
CAHN, Dr. Arthur -
DALLOB, Samuel
ELKAN, Dr. Frederick W, ..
ELKAN, Lilith, Miss
FERENCZ, Benjomin B.
GALEWSKI, Dr. Walter
GRYNBLAT, Mourice |
HEINEMANM, Dr. Alfons
HELLER, Bernhord
HERZFELD, Dr. Manfred
KAGAN, Soul

KATZENSTEIN, Dr. Ernst

KLEIN, Evgene
KLEIN, Dr. Ruth A,
KREUTZBERGER, Dr. Mox

LOEBENSTEIN, Dr. Siegmund
LOWENTHAL, Dr. E. G.
MASCHKE, Dr. Hermaonn
MAY,Dr. Kurt

MEZGER, Dr. Ernest
NARKISS, Mordechai
NEIGER, Toni

NUSSBAUM, Dr. Meinhold

SCHOENFELDT, Dr. Herbert S.
SHUNAMI, Shiomo

SIMON, Dr. Otto

SPEYER, Dr. Wolter

*STARR, Joshua

STEINER, Edith, L. Miss
STRAUSS, Dr. Rophoel

- TROLL, Stephon V.

TUCH, Dr. Haons
WEINER, Dr. Siegfried
WEIS, Dr. George

WRONKER, Dr. Kurt

*) Deceased
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Title

Attorney

Reg. Off. Director
Secretory
Attorney
Historion (JCR)
Attorney

Alorney (LAD)
Reg. Off. Director
Attorney (LAD)
Reg. O#. Director
Executive Officer
Comptraller
Secretary
Director General
Reg. Off. Director
Legol Consultant
Legal Consvltant
Director {JCR)
Attorney

Director, Plans and
Qperations Boord

Director, Plans and
Operotions. Board

Administrative Officer
Legal Consultont
Director, Plans and
Operations Board
Reg. Off. Director
Office Chief {JCR)
Reg. Off. Directar
Director {LAD) )
Reg. Off. Director
Director (JCR)
Secretory, New York

Director, Plans and
Operations Boord

Reg. Off. Director

Deputy Field Director (JCR)
Attarney . ’
Reg. Off. Director
Director {JCR)

Secretary

Attorney (LAD)
Comptralier

Reg. Off. Director

- Reg. OF. Director

Director, Plans and
Operations Boord

Legal Consultant

Employed

Mar 49 -~ Oct 50
June 50 ~ Nov 53
Oct 50 — Mar 52
Aug 50

July 50 ~ Sep 50
Aug 50 = May 52
Oct 49 ~ June 52

“Sep 49 - Feb 51

Aug 49 - Feb 50
Nov 48 ~ June 50
Sep 51 -
May 51 -
Feb 52 -

< Aug 48 -

May 49 -

Aug 48 -

Aug 50 -

Mar 49 — Oct 50
Jan 50 -

Aug 48 — Mov 51

Sep 49 -,

Aug 48 ~ Apr §1
Aug 48 - Qct 49
Apr 49 - Mov 49

Oct 48 —
Apr 49 - .

Sep 50 - Nov 52
Apr 49 "

 Oct 49 ~ July 52

Apr 49 - Sep 49
Aug 48 -
Sep 48 - Apr 49

Nov 48 -
Mor 49 - Jon 50
Jan 50 - Sep 50

* Nov 48 - Nov 49

Apr 49 = June 49
Nov 48 ~ Aug 49
Oct 49 -

* June 49 —~ July 51

Sep 49 - .
Aug 50 ~
Sep 48 -

Mar 51 -




1137000

REPORT N O, 1
OF THE

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
OF THE
Restitution of Jewish
Property

in the U.S, Zone of Gefmany

WICc 294



HEADQUARTERS
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCnSSOR ORGANIZATION
APO 696A U, S. ARMY

1. _sco'e'of the Report

This initial report is intended to present a comprehensive picture
of the present status of operations and problens affectlng the
restitution of heirless and unclaimed Jewish property in the U.S,
>Zone of Germany. It has bcen compiled in consultation with Dr,
Meinhold Nussbaum, Dr. George Weis and Mr, Saul Kagan, and the
progress indicated herein repregents the results of their combined
efforts, :

II, The ogeratiog of Military Government law No, 59

On Noverbor 10, 1947 the Office of Military Government for Gernany
(U.S.) (OMGUS) promulgqted Law No, 59 providing for the restltutlon
of identifiasble property acquired after January 30th, 1933 in .
transactions where the owner was under duress because of his race,
religion, mtionality or opposition to National Sccialism, Clains
for such property nust be filed before December 31, 1948 in
nccordance with o prescribed petition setting forth in detail all
of the circumstances of the transfer, /ipproximately 15,000 such
claims have been filed to date. Persons in possession of property
wrongfully acquired were ordered to submit a detailed report before
May 15, (later extended to August 15) 1948, describing the
circumstances surrounding such acquisitlon. Over 50,000 such reports
have been filed w1th the Central Filing igency.

The actunl carrying out of the law has bcen deleguted to the
German Minister Presidents of each of the 4 states {or Laender)
of the U.S. Zone, under the supervision of the Property Division
of OMGUS. The laender have accordingly established 20°
Restitution Agencies throughout the zone whose mnin function is
to effect amicable settlements, Such settlements have already
been mde in a small numbér of cases. The organization of these
Restitution Agencies varies in eaeh Land, and if they cannot bring
about a settlement they are required to submit each case to a
Restitution Chamber of the local district.court for

" adjudieation, If there has been any violation of the law appeals

. may be taken to 2 higher German court and fimally to an imerican
Board of Review which will be established in Nuernberg,

At the end of June 1948 the JRSO wes appointed as the Successor
Orgonization authorized under the law to claim heirless or
unclaimed property which formerly belonged to Jewish individuals
or organlzatlons; At the beginning of august the actual operations
of the JRSO in Germany were begun.

111, Qperation of the JRSO in Germany

It should be noted at the outset that a very speeial vote of
thanks is owed to Mr, Joel H, Fisher, General Counsel of the
4JDC, for his outstanding contribution in actuzlly getting the
J"RSO operations established and started in Germany, Reference

should be made to his reports dated August 22 and 29 to Dr, Joseph
Jd .+ Schuartz 01v1ng detal s of hzs act1v1t1es. .
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(A) Organization:

Responsibility for JRSO operations is vested in the Director General
and two Deputies; one designated by the Jewish Agency for Palestine
and one designated by the AJDC,

(B) Administrat}ve:

There are at present 6 Allied (1.S., British, and Palestinian) and

3% indigenous (German, Stateless and Displaced) persons employed by

the JRSO. The full-time staff will probably include 10 Allied and

60 indigenous employees when it is completely organized, Mr. Eugene
Klein, Administrative Officer, has been put in charge of the administra-
tion of ‘all offices,

Allied personnel receive the same pr1v1leges concerning housing, PX,

- Commissary, etc., as similar employees of Military Government, Travel

. by rail or plane inside Germany is at Government expense, All indigen-
ous personnel receive the privileges of similar Military Government
employees and are paid from a grant of DM 50,000 made to the JRSO from
German funds by MYilitary Government, Although it will be increasingly
difficult, efforts will be made to have additional sums allocated from
the German economy to help cover JRSO!'s German payroll as soon as the
initial DM 50,000 have been expended. :

JRSO in Germany vwill consist of a Headquarters and 5 Regional Offices.,
In Nuernberg a small building has been furnished and assigned by the
Commanding General of the area as headquarters for the JRSO, Eight
telephones and thirty typewriters have been installed., All furniture,
building maintenance and office space will be provided to the JRSO '
without cost, Similarly satisfactory arrangements have been made for
our regional offices in Frankfurt, Munich Stuttgart and Mannheim., It
is anticipated that an office will also be opened in Kassel by the
middle of October, These offices will cover the entire U.S. Zome.

Two vehieles and drivers have been assigned by the army for our Nuern~-
berg Headquarters, two for the Frankfurt Regional Office, and one for
the Stuttzart office, Efforts are being made to increase this allot-
ment and to obtain similar allocations everyvwhere, These vehicles

and drivers are provided at no expense to the JRSO,

Rather than requiring the JRSO to buy Marks at the U,S. Finance Offioce

- for 30¢ per Mark a license was procured by Mr, Fisher for the JRSO to--
borrow DM 300,000 from a German bank and to use these Marks to pay for
essential goods and services in Germany. This loan would have to be
repaid before Jure 30,1949 from Marks acquired through restitution.

A recent amendment extended the repayment date to October 31,1949,
Purguant to this license DM 50,000 were borrowed from a German bank

at the most favorable rate of interest prevailing. Further loans will
be made as the need arises and when the proper authorizatlons are re-
celved from the Board of Directors in New York

Mr, Henry Joel, Head Acecountant in Germany for the firm of Loeb and-
Troper has, while en temporary loan from the AJDC, supervised the es-
tablishment of an aceounting system for the JRSO and its regional
offices. Initial expenditures have been kept to a minimum and a budget
based on actual operating cost will be prepared in the mear future,
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The technical and administrative problems involved. in getting a new -
organization with many branched operating smoothly in Germany can
hardly be overemphasized. The JRSO has been exceedlngly suceess-

ful thus far, but the day to day problems of recciving adequate recog-
nition and support everywhere are still persistent, haragsing and

time consuming, .

(C) Functional:

The functional operations of the JRSO are guided by a three man Plans-
and Operations Board, Dr, Nussbaum, a director, is primarily con-
cerned with JRSO relations with the Jewish communities and problems -
of German law; Dr. Yeis primarily supervises the field operations of
the regional offices; whereas Mr, Kagan is primarily concerned with
problems of finance and the relationship of the regional offices to
Military Government agencles.~ A

The present functﬂonal opverations of the JRSO con51st of the lelng
of claims on the basis of information already accumulated, and the .
- procurement of additional information on which to base further claims,

1. The Filing of Claims

The Property Division of OMGUS has arranged to release to JRSO copies
-of more than 50,000 reports which persons in possession of "duress
property" were reqiired to file with the Central Filing Agency. Up-
fortunately, no crosas-index has been prepared by the Filing Agency to
show which of the prOpertles reported as acquired under duress has -
‘actually been claimed, The only certain way to proteet the rights of
‘the JRSO, therefore, is to claim all the properties roported except
‘those whlch are obviously not of Jewlsh 1nterest And that is precisely
- what 'is being done. S ’

If we are to meet the December 31 filing deadlinc this involves the
.processing of 1000 reports daily and the preparation of almost an equal
number of elaims, In spite of innumerable technical difficulties we
are making every effort to meet this deadline. To submit 50,000 clainms
giving all of the details prescribed by the law would be utterly im-
fposaible, and we are therefore preparing. simpllfied claims giving only
such minimum information as is required to preserve our rights. To

- prevent a bottleneck in processing we have been asked to withhold tre .
actual submission of our claims until they are called for by the Central
Filing Agency. The simplified forms are being assembled and will be-
submitted upon demand. before December 31, 1948.

2e The Procurement of Clalms Informatlong

An authorization was obtaxned by Mr, Fisher for the JRSO to~ examlne‘
official German records. Each regional office has been engaged in
systematically studying these records concerning real estate, taxa-
tion, notarization of sales, transfer of business, mortgages etc,
Liason has also becen effected with the Jewish communitiés now in
Germany to obtain additional information which will reveal assets
which have not been reported under the law ard which have never been
taken under control by Military Government, Substantial progress in
this phase of the work has been made in a few cities, Here, too, the
difficulties are enormous, and it is still too early to determine how

187003 . , -
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effective these investigations will be. Military Government is presently
considering whether German banks are also required to report any infor-
mation soncerning assets which were acquired under duress. The JRSO is
pursuing this objective, and this should disclose bank accounts, stocks,
bonds and other liquid assets which may be claimed by the JRSC.

Military Government has taken under control over 29.000 units of "duress®
property, the bulk of which will be subject to restitution. They have
estimated the value of this property at well over 1 Billion Marks. No
accurate appraisal can be made at this time concerning how much of this
and other assets will finally accrue to the JRSO. Such estimate will only
be possible after the deadline for the filing of individual claims has
passed, As soon as this can be done with any degree of accuracy a full
statistical report will be made to the Board in New York.

Special Problems

1. Cultural Property,

Military Government has aceumulated considerable amounts of cultural,

_artistié and religious property in depots in Germany. It may be possible

for a Jewish erganization preperly authorized to receive such property
without requiring the complex formalities of claiming under Law No. 59.

The JRSC has, therefore, advised Mr. Joshua Starr ef the Jewish Cultural
Reconstruction that it would be best for all ccnéerned if he would make
independent efforts to obtain these preperties. A Cultural Froperty -
Division of the JRSU has been established with Mr. Starr as Director for
the handling of such cultural objects as may be aequired under Law No. 59.
He will receive full administrative support, including the employment of
necessary personnel in order to facilitate the acquisition of Jewish-

‘cultural properties., Whercver properties must be  claimed under the -

restitution law, this will be done by thé JRSO, and Mr. Starr will assume
responsibility for technical advice and custody of sush cbjects as may be
acquired., Special expenses lncurred by ir. Starr in the acqyuisition of

cultural objects directly from Military Gevermment without claiming under
Law No. 59, will be kept on our bodks as accounts reeeivable from the JCR.

2e Jew;sh Communities in Gorma ny.

About 25 Jewish communities have been reestablished in the U.S, Zone of
Germany. Representatives of these communitics at a cenference with the
JRSO expressad their strong epinion that they were legally and morally
entitled to all of the property of the formor Jewish communities. They
had begun filing claims for this property and were resolved to continue
doing so. They agreed that all propertics surplus to their needs and
properties in areas wherd no new Jewish communlty has bcen established
should go to the JRSO

Their legal position does»not appear to be a valid one, for thes. communities
which priginally owned the properties were dissolved by Nazi law and the

_present communities are new organizations. There ean be no sertain answer

to this legal problem of the right to title unless an advisory opinion is
obtained from the Board of Rev1cw. : :

Thé communitics wanted the JRSO to agree that title te former community

property as indicated above should vest in the new communities. We agreed

with the principle that the present communities should have the mecans for

cxistence and for the preoservation of their Jewish traditions, but pointed
-4 -
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out that the final disposition of any property could only be decided by
the JRSO in New York, which, according to a letter received from Dr,
Joseph Schwartz, would consider the recommendations of o committee
representing the German Jewish communlties, the Council of German Jews

. outside of Germany, the JAFF and the AJDG., In splte of this we joined:

them in a resolution rccommending to the Board in New York that whenever
4 new community has been established.they be permitted to. toke title to
such properties and endowments of the former community in that area as -
they considered necessary for their purposes, providing this does not
contravene Law No. 59 and the regulatlon -designating the JRSO as the
Successor Orgqnlzatlon.

It is not belicved that any definite action can or should be tnken in
New York until sufficient facts are accumulated to constitute the basis.
for a sound judgment, and the communities have b:en advised to gather full
information for the Board in New York, showing the amount of property and
the communitics concerned. In the mcanuhlle both the communitics and the
JRSO are procecding to file claims for all of the property involved,

3. Establishment of o German entity.

The regulation appointing the JRSO provides that beforc December 31, 1948,
the JRSO shall establish one or more German lcgal cntities having the
status of charitable organizations to receive title to real property
acquired by the JRSO or such other property as. may not be licensed for
export by the JRSO. ifter a careful study of this problem by Dr. Nussbaum
it is considercd advisable to establish a GmbH, or limited linbility
corporation, as the entity required under the la:. This can be done
quickly with the minimum of expensc and be a wholly owned subsidiary. of
the JRSO, with tho representatives of the JRSO in Germany serving as .

. directors and sharcholders, Detailced plans arc now belng made for the
: establlshmbnt of this proposed organization.

4. &xtension of the flllng decdlinc.

It appears to be qlmost a certainty that unless ‘the filing deadline of -

December 31 is oxtended, substantial injustices for both individuals
claimants and the JRSO w111 result, It is however, inadvisable at this
point for the JRSO in Germany to request an cxtension, for we are just
boginning our operations and such aetion at this time would be prematurc,
It is suggested that the Board in New York pass a resolution statings

‘That the JRSO in Germany is directed to make every effort to file all
" c¢laims before December 31; however, ‘should it appear at a reasonable time

beforo December 31 that the achicvement of this objective is impossiblec. and
that substantial injustices and hardships would otherwise result, the JRSO
in Germany is directed to moke every offort to have the deadline extended

by the appropriate Military Government authorities, and that the last

filing date for successor organization be at least six months later than
the deadline sstablished for individual claimants. This last provision
is necessary because of the fact that the JRSO connot know until after
the deandline for individual claimants which properties remain unclaimed
and subject to restitution by a successer orgznization. It tnkes several
months for this information to be assembled, and only thén can the JRSO
know with any degree of certainty that they are preparing a valid claim,
It'is the only way to eliminate a completc duplication of claims filed.

-5 -
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5. General

Thero are many other probloms which will be or arc of importqnce to the
JRSO, Somec of these are: The cxtension of the restitution law to
cover the U.S. Scctor of Berlin; the cstablishmont of the Successor
Organization in the French and British Zones of the Wsstern German state
which is now being plannod; the effecet of currency conversion on assets
to bc acquired by the JRSO; the possible rights of JRSO under the law
presently being proposcd for tho personal indemnification of victims of
persecution; the status of JRSO propurty under the proposcd legislation
to equalizc the burden of German govermmont expenses; cooperation or .
control of the German officials responsible for the carrying out of the
restitution law; preparations for the trial or amicable settlement of
thousands of restitution cases and similar matters. Therec are still too
many currcnt problems to allow extensive handling of these important
questions. Swuch problems arec being given careful consideration and will
be dealt with as thc occasion permits.

Summary and conclusion

Military Government by the promulgation of a suitable law has dbmonstratcd
its intention and policy to effect the speedy restitution of property taken -
from the victims of Nazi persecution. With a minimum of expenditure the
JR50 has been cffectively established in the U.S. zonc of Germany, and

will operate on an ever-increasing scale to carry out this policy as
concerns heirless and unclaimed Jewish property. .

Almost 50,000 claims will be filed by the JRSO beforc the ond of the
year. No accurate cstimate of the valuc of this property can be made,
but it is safe to say that it oxceeds one billion marks; until the
claiming deadline of December 31 has passcd there is no way of knowing
how much property will remain unclaimed by rightful heirs, nor can any
accurate appraisal be made at this time concerning what amounts will

have to be repaid to the present owners. In spite of these uncertainties
‘and innumerable technical difficultics the operations of the JRSO in
Germany hold every promise for successe ~

{signcd) Benjamin B. Ferencz

‘ ' BENJ:MIN B, FERENCZ -
Nurnberg, Germany . Director General
October 1, 1948, :




. PROF, WILLIAM HABER'S FINAL REPORT - December 20, 1948

estes eratio of Je R tit t1 ccesgor Orgenizati

It 19 stlll too early to Judge the success of the restit;ution
law in Germany, The restitution laws in Austria have been in effect for
a much longer perlod of time; however, I confess that because of our pre~
occupatlon with Germany, 1t has been difficult to keep our fingers on the
situation in Austria to the extent that I shonld have preferred. During
my recent visit to that country I learned from meetings with representa-
tives of the Vienne community that they are greaty dlssatisfied with the
way restltution is working in Austrias, It ig my plen to send Major Hpman
into Austria for a week, for the purposs of studylng the matter; I shall
nake my recommendations on the basis of hiz analysis. I am not particular-
1y sanguine ebout my ability to Influence the situetion in Austria to eny
eppreciable degree, especially in matters relating to laws passed and 1m-
plemented by the Austrian government. As a liberated state, headed by her
own government and parliament, Austria is free to do pretty much as she
pleases and the Unlted States suthorities are very reluctant to suggest
anything that might elther offend the Austrians or that might suggest
that Austria's sovereignty 1s not complete.

'As for Germany, I believe that the interested organizations in -

_ the States are sufficiently posted on restitution through the reports
gubmitted by ¥enjemin Ferencz, Director General of the Jewlsh Restitution
Successor Organization. I merely wish to assure you that the interest of-
the Jewlsh community in the heirless and unclaimed property is in excellent
hends, Mr. Ferencz is a very wise choice for the position he holds. Already
he has demonstrated his fine edministrative talent in addition to his legel -

~abilities. In 2 very limited time he asgembled a staff and geared the work
of hig orgenization to a tempo that will enable the organizations to meet .
the deadline of December 31, 1948 for the filing of some 100,000 claims.

Mr. Ferencz has reviewed with me his ideas for the rapid liquida-
tion of these claims. He 1s of the opinlon that an endless and costly
process. df litigation will face the restitution organization if these
" clalms must be adjudicated on en individusl basis in German courts. The
~ political atmogphere wlll become less friendly to the liquidation of those
cleims with every pessing month. There is already an organization of Ger-
mens, organiged to fight these claims publicly in the courts. As the in-
fluence of the occupation wanes, the prospect of generaus settlements snd
favorazble decisions 1s bound to decline. Mr. Ferencz is therefore explor—
Ing the possibllity of & collective settlement of these claims by the Ger-
man Laender. He has asked me to review it in a most tentative form with
General Clay which I shall do at the' earliest oﬁportunity'.

Mr. Ferencz will undoubtedly outline h:is plen for the considera~
tion of the pa.rent oroanization in the States at an early moment,
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German Indemificatiog Law

By this time you have received my memorandum on the proposed
German indemnification law. The views expressed there were not only
mine but represented the combined judgment of the local German communi-
ties, of the Jewish Agency, the AJDC and of the Jewlish Restitution Suc-
cessor Organlzation. IRO also filed a memorandum interposing major ob-
i jections ‘but, at least for the time being, 1s not prepared to ask the
iiauthorities to veto the law in the event the German Laenderrat is unwil-
"'1ing to remove: the objections. We succeeded in having the Civil Affairs
Division of TUGOM go along with us in their recommendations to General
+:Claye. At the pregent time the law is pending before the Legidative Re-
view Board of Military Government. Because the proposed law represents
the final word on restitution of non-identifia’ble property, I conslder
it as one of great importance. I propose to mest with the Review Board
*in Berlin, and, if necessaryiy follow it up with General Clg. I shell be
" interested in the views of the organizations in New York as to the course
.+ that should be followed and I strongly urge all of you to write to us

- about this at the earliest opportunity. The basic question on which I
went to be reinforced by your opinion is whether I am on solid ground
when I recommended that Gensral Clay veto the proposed law if the major
objections are not removed, You may wish to refer to my memorandum ad-
dregsed to Dr. Bdward A. Litchfleld, Diresctor of Cilvilian Administration
Division, dated December 10, a copy of which was sent to you, in vhich the
major objections to thls proposed law are outlined.

Gu;turg. J ey{l_ gh gr@ertz

Very 1ittle progress has been made ia the disposition of tha
hemess cultural property in the U,S. Zone, Germany. As you know, moat
of this conglsts of the Judalca at the Offenbach Archivael Depot. Dr.
Joshua Starr of the Cultural Reconstruction Corporation did what is re- .
- ported to me to have been a gplendid jJob in assisting in the direction
. of the catalogulng and classifying of the books. General Clay was pre-
pared to turn over the entire library to the fultural Reconstruction
Corporation; he so advised the Department of the Army 1n Washington,
v which was directed by the Department of State, to advise him to delsy

' teking such action until authorized to do s0e fhis was in Septem'ber.

It was not until last week that OMGUS received a replyto

: this request.. Washington advlsed that the cultural property definitely
" 1dentified as originating in Germeny, may be turned over outkight to the
Cultural Reconstruction Cor oration. As to property coming from outslde
of Germany, the lnstructions were that this property should be turmed-
over to the Cultural Reconstruction Corporation against a custodian's
“receipt, Washington has requested OMGUS to submit its recommendations
'on the terms of the custodianship. I understand that in the absence of
" Dr. Starr, the Jewish Restifution Successor Organization has taken hold
" of this problem and has presented its views on the terms of such custo-
"‘dlenships I am also informed that Mr. Ferencs has submitted his views on
ths matter to the American Joint Distribution Committee.



The terms of the custodianship are to be submitted by OMGUS
for the approval of the Department of State. It would be most un-
fortunate if the Department took as much time %o pass on this for-
mla as it took to respond to General Clay's September inquiry. I
therefore urge that every effort be made in the States to bring this
matter to an early conclusion and thus prevent the dissipation of
the valusble items in the Offenbach collection, sesacns

1009 | |
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' I. GERMANY
A. United States Zone

1. Progress in processing restitution claims-

Until the deadline for filing claims, i.e., until Dec. 31, 1948,
a total of 52,866 petitions were filed by individuals and 163,218 by
the Jewish Restitutlon Successor Organization (JRSO). About 3,000
additishal claims were filed for the JRSO by Public Prosecutors. 1In
view of the circumstance that the JRSO had to file 1its claims before
1t became known whether an individual claimant had submitted an appli-
cation, a large number of its clalms are duplicatlions. It 1s esti-.
mated that the total of active clalms (individual and JRSO) amounts

to about 100,000.

- According to the law, all clalms were to be filed with the
Central Flling Agensy in Bad Nauheim., By the middle of August, 1949,
the Central Filing Agency had processed 213,000 petitions and trans-
mitted them to the Land Central Offices for Restltution, which are the
central German offices established in each of the Laender. These
central offices supervise the activities of the Restitutlion Agencles,
the lower restitution authoritles establlished by the law, There are
5 such Agencles 1n Bavaris, 10 in Hesse, 4 in Wuerttemberg-Baden,
and 1 in Bremen. o - S : '

By Aug. 31, 1949, the Central Offices for Restitution had trans-
mitted to the Restitution Agencles a total of 46,135 petitlions cover—

ing 50,767 restitution cases, 1.e., somewhat over 20 per cent of those. -

recelved from the Central Filing Agency. The Restitution Agencles

on thelr part were able to dlspose of a very small number of the
petltions recelvedi® up to the end of August, 1949, all Restitutlon
Agenclies finally disposed of 3,417 cases by dismissal, withdrawal, or
amicable settlement, and forwarded 1,827 cases to the Restltution

. Chambers for adjudication. Thus from November, 1947 through August, .
1949, the Restitutlon Agencies processed only 5,244 cases, 1.e.,
somewhat over 5 per cent of all active claims, In August, 1949, the
Agencles processed 927 cases, = ‘ » '

‘There are 5 Restitutlion Chambers in Bavaria, 4 in Hesse, 4 1n
Wuerttemberg-Baden, and 1 in Bremen, From November, 1947 through
August, 1949, all these Chambers disposed of a total of 406 cases of
which only 272 were finally decided. During the month of August all
Restitution Chambers dispesed finally of 49 cases, and forwarded 31
cases to the Courts of Appeals and two to the Board of Review. Thus
~the total output of the Restitution Chambers for August, 1949, amount--
ed to 82 cases. ' ; R - '

There 1s one Court of Appeals each in Hesse, Bavaria and Brenmen,
and two in Wuerttemberg-Baden. By the end of August, 1949, they had
disposed of 49 cases, of which 13 were final (the others being subjeot
to decision by the Board of Review). ‘During August, 1949, the Courts
of Appeals dlsposed of 13 cases, of which 3 were finally settled.

As of August 31, 1949, the Board of Review had recelved 24 cases.
S81x were rejected and 1 withdrawn, Not a single decision was rendered
by the Board of Revlew up to that date, ‘ ‘
Ll R ~ 118937
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The last available figures are for Nov. 30, 1949, The number
of cases finally settled, adjudicated, or otherwise disposed of
are: ‘

a. Restltution Agencies....... ....6,087

b. Restitution Chambers.....,..... 540
¢, Oberlandesgerichte............ . 34
dQ . Board Of ReVlleW. . :t P S S ) 14’

Recently a speed-up pfocedure was lntroduced which is expected
to expedite the processing cf the clalms.

o  Amendment of Art. 69 of the Restitution Law (Board of Review),
Dec, 26, 1949, effective Jan. 1, 1950

Unlted States High Commissioner for Germany Law No. 3, Amend-
ment No. 3 to Law No., 59, changed Art. 69 of the restltutlion law
by providing that Ehe United States Courts of the Allled High Commis-
sion for Germany 1) shall have jurisdiction to review any declsion
~ on any clailm for restitution under the law and to take any action
which they shall deem to be necessary or proper in respect thereof.

Regulation No, 7 under M. G. Law No., 59 amended regulation No.
4 which established the Board of Review. Under this regulation, the
powers of the Board of Review were transferred to the "Court of
Restitutlion Appeals of the Unlted States Courts of the Allied High
Commission for Germany." The court is to consist of no less than
three members designated by the Judiclal Council of the Unilted
States Courts of the Allied High Commleslon for Germany.

 The jurisdiction of the Court of Restltution Appeals is given:

(a) to a party aggrieved by a decision of the Civil Divi-
slon of the Oberlandesgericht. The petition may be based on viola—
tion of the law only. ; C ,

!
{

(b) to a party aggrieved by a decision of the Restitution
Chambers. The petltion may be based only upon these grounds: that
the findings of facts upon which the decisions are based are not
supported by substantial evidence; that there was an abuse of
discretion, or that there‘pas prejudice on the part of the Chamber.

. § .

The Court of Appeals may refuse reviews at its discretion. It
may stay execution of declislons of German courts and reverse or mo-—
dify, in whole or in part, thelr Judgments or remand the case or any
part of 1t to the German courts whose decision was appealed from.

i
H

1) : ; o .

The former Military Government Courts are now known as "United

States Courts of the Allled High Commission for Germany" (see Law

No.l of the United States High Commissioner for Germany,Dec.28,1949).
A , 4
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The decisions of .the Court of Appeals are published in English

and German. They are binding upon all German courts insofar as they
involve an interpretation of the law.

Petitions for review of declislons made by an Oberlanaesgericht
"are to be filed within one month (or three months if the party re-
sldes abroad) from the date of service of the decislon, Petitions
concerning decisions of Restitution Chambers cannot be filed before
the expiration of the time limit for appeals to the Oberlandesgericht;
-1f such an appeal has been taken, the petitlon for review cannot be.
filed until a decision by the Oberlandesgericht is rendered.

" The High Commissioner may request advisory opiniona from the
Court of Restitutlon Appeals,

3. Implementation of the General Claims Law

(a) Second Bavarian Regulation concerning the Organization
Reparatiogp Noy. 22, 1949 (Gesefz-und Verordnungsblatt
19497

By thls regulation the Bayerisches Landesamt fuer Wiedergutma—<
¢h (which was established under the restifution Taw) became the ,
§§yerisches Landesentschaedi%gggsamt The Landesentschaedigungsamt wae
proclaimed as the general filing agency (allgemelne Anmeldungabehoer—
de) under the law; it is charged with the implementation of the .
law, except where competence 18 vested 1n the courts and other autho—
rities, . : :

A special board (Beirat) 18 attached to the Landesentsohaedi-
gungsamt; 1t must be ¢onsulted on. guestions of principle 1nvolved
in the implementation of the law,

S A representative of the liinlstry of Finance 1s attached to the
Landesentschaedigungsamt, he represents the interests of the Land..

(b) Statement of the Bavarian Landesentschaedigungsamt Dec.
28, 1949 v

- All applications from abroad are to be sent to the Auslandskartej
IﬁgLBayeriachen Landeaentschaedigungsaemfers Muenchen, Ariigstrasse

In accordance with g decision Of ail fcur Laender of the U.S. Zone
petitions from abroad destined for Hesse, Wuerttemberg-Baden, .and
Bremen are to be registered in Munich; they will thereupon be trans—
mitted to the various Laender for decision. This regulation was adop-
ted in order to achleve uniform action on petitions emanating from
abroad, :

(c). Meeting of the 1nter~m1nister1a1 wnrking group of offlcials

e charged with tThe implementation of restituiion and compen—
saticn (Interministerieile Arbeitsgemelnschaft der Sachbe-
arbeiter fuer Wiedergutmachungs- und Entschaedigungsfragen)
in the U.S., Brltish and French Zones, Dec. 29, 1949 ,

The group dealt with a number of quéstions involvéd'in the

. ..
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* 1mplementatlon of exlsting compensation legislation, 1,a., the date
- of resldence required for eligibility (Stichtag) under the laws in
the various countrles, the applicabllity of these laws to the Shan-
ghal ghetto and internment in Hungary, Rumania, and Yugoslavla, cont-
rol of affidavits, deductable payments. .

The majority did not agree to recognize the Shanghal ghetto as
political arrest within the meaning of the law. Internment in Hun-
gary posterior to larch 23; 1944, 1s considered as Gestapoarrest;
in other cases, proof must be furnished that the arrest was due to
German action. In regard of Rumania a distinction 1s to be made

' between "old" Rumania (where no ghettos or concentration camps on

the Garman model exlsted) and Transylvania. In Yugoslavlia, only
persons arrested on racial, religious, or political grounds are ell-
gible under the law; .those arrested for mllitary reasons are exclud-
ed. e '

Jews who had to wear the Jewlsh Star and were sublect to forced
labor by the Gestapo or 1ts subsidlary bodles are considered eligible.
for compensation for deprivation of liberty.

: All children, regardless of age, who were under "polltical
' arrest" within the meaning of the General Claims Law of the U.S5,Zone,
are eligible for compensation.

- The meeting declared that no extension of the cut-off period
for the U.3. Zone 1s contemplated. However, absentees (i.e., persons
reslding abroad) are to be given an opportunity to register their
claims in Munich by submission of lists; thereafter the llsts are
to be dlstributed among the Laendeir; applications on the prescribed
forms are to be submitted at the earliest possible time.

Payment of the first part of compensation 1s tg be made to the
persecutees themselves; each of the Laender may declide whether they
would establish an obligatlon to pay into accounts at banks and
savings institutions, In Bavarla powers of attorney to receive the
flrst installment of DM 500 are recognized only 1f given to relatives
of the first degree of the persecutee and authenticated by police,

a notary or the IRO.

(d). Circular letter No. 400/50 of the Bavarlan Land Reparatlon
Office, Feb, 2, 1950
|
A meeting took place on Feb, 2, 1960, under the chalrmanship
of Dr. Ringelman, hinlsterial Director of the Ministry of Flnance,
The decisions reached were as follows:

(aa) Global applications from abroad, filed without compllance
wlth the requlred formalitles, are to be considered as made 1in time
if they arrive before March 31, 1950.

"Global applications! are those filed by organizations, lawyers,
and private individuals, The first and second name of the applicant,
his present residence, and place of injury must be glven. Applica-
tions on the forms required and all necossary proofs are to be sub-
mitted by Sept 30, 1950,

SRR
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(bb) As far as the application of the law to persecutees who

" emigrated or dled before Jan. 1, 1947 1s concerned, i1t was agreed
either to 1ssue a correction (Druckfehlerberichtigung) or to include
these persons within the law oh the basls of Art. 50 by a Land ordine
ance. .

(ce) ALl applications from abroad should be registered 1n Munick
However, it suffices if the application was recelved before the cut~
off period at the filing ‘agency of the competent Landg3- :

‘ (dad) Pensions of applicants residing abroad cannot be paid
"~ until the questlon of transfer 1is settled

(e) Implementary provisions in Wuerttemberg~Baden

(1) The government of the Land has appropriated DM 300,000
to pay compensatlon to persons not falling under the General Clalms
Law, among them to orphans under 16 years of age, aged Jews who have
already consumed their claims, etc, (Circular E 18), :

(2) Internment in a number of French concentration camps,
such as Drancy, Gurs, and 18 others is recognized as polltical arrest
within the meanlng of the law (Circular E 11). :

(3) Payment of indemnnity under the General Claims Law to -
persons residing outside Germany 1s lmpossible. However, in certain ‘
cases payment to absentees. ls permlssible within the Land, viz:

Payments in favor of children and relatives studying in
Germany, .

Payments to indigent relativea residing in Germany, old serv-
ants,»etc. .

Payments to effect repair of buildings sltuated in Germany.

The first two kinds of payments may be made, without license,
in the amount of DM 200 monthly to one and of DM 300 to several
persons; higher amounts require a license. A license 1s required
in all instances of repalrs. Licenses are granted by the Landes~
zentralbank in Stuttgart, whlch announced that they would ordinarily

- be granted.

It 1s specifically pointed out that persons entitled to com~
pensation for deprivavion of liverty, who were in process of emligra~
tion on .the effective date of the law, may recelve such indemnity
regardless of the genersl provision which would defer such payments
to 1961/52 (Circular E/10Y, ,

1)
. The Laender of Hesse and Wuerttemberg~8aden have not yet
consented thereto. . .
B -: o
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B. British Zone

Implementary regulation under the Restitution Law

General License No. 15 1ssued pursuant to Military Government Law
No. 52, also known as General Ljcense No. O i1ssued pursuant to
,Military Government Law Noq 53, August 20, 1949

’ This license authorizes all transactlons relative to clalms
,for restitution, within the scope of Law No. 59. The condlitions are
;that the transactions be necessary and incidental to the filing,pro-
’secution renunclation, settlement, or final adjudication of or de-
fense against the clalm, and that the clalm be filed by a persecutee,
his heirs or other successors in right (except assignees).

i The license does not authorize the debiting of accounts
xblocked under Law No. 52, except 1f the account 1s owned by a party
:to restitution proceedinge, nor does 1t permlt the transfer or
gssignment of title to property situated outside Germany or the re-
moval ef property from the British Zone without authorization.

C,: French Zone

The Loyal Restitution Orﬂanizatlon (Vereinigung fuer Layale
Restitution).

" On Sept. 3, 1949, an organlzation was created at Baden-Baden
funder the name of Ve“einigung fuer Loyale Restitution., On Oct. 17.
fhe final Constituent Assembly took place, The avewed gim cf -the.
iorganlzation is to achleve "just and loyal restitution" by influen-
jging the leglslative and administrative authorities and assisting
'ts members 1in 1nd1v1dua1 cases,

Dr. Wirth has agreed to head the organization.

. RBRecords of the Deutsche Golddiskontbank {DEGO)

“ The Office of the U.S. Commissioner for Germany has transfer-
Ered the custody of certain records of this bank to the Berliner
QZentralbank The transfer wus made under the express condition that
ﬁthe Berliner Zentralbank would undertake to reply to correspondence
‘recelved from parties having a legltimate interest 1n these records.
‘Among those covered are persons and orgnalzations having accounts

at the DEGO, and persecutees seeking information in support of resti-
-”tution claims. ;

: The custodian of the DEGO reports that the records transmitted
ontain information on the following subjects only:

a. Relchsmark amounts receilved by the bank for the permission
to remove household goods. ‘

b. Conversion of such Reichsmark amounts into forelgn currency
- abroad., »

b e
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The address of the Berliner Zentralbank 1s
Blsmarkstrasse 48-52
Berlin-Charlottenburg

k

Ii. AHSTRIA

A. Progress in processing restitution clalms

Up to 31 Dec. 1949, a total of 10,128 applications were filed
under the Flrst Restitution Law, OF this number, 429 were withdrawn
or transferred, 5929 were granted, 805 were denied, 2 275 were pend-
"ing, and 690 had not yet been consldered.

Up to the same date, & total of 1,019 applications were flled
under the Second Restitutlon Law. Of this number, 46 were withdrawn
or transferred, 352 were granted, 160 were denied, 355 were pending
and 106 had not yet been acted upon,

On 31 Dec, 1949, theltotal of appeals to the Minlistry of Pro-
perty Control and Economic Planning under the two flrst restltutlon
laws amounted to 506. Of this number, 127 were granted and 252
were denled. A ; ,

© The total of clalms un&er the Third Restitution Law flled up :
to 31 Dec. 1949 amounted to 29,343, ~Of this number, 2,846 were with-
drawn, 1,065 were transferred, 6,877 were granted, 5, 109 were settled
2,739 were denled, and 10,707 were pending. At the same time,
4,256,0ases of eompromlses; renouncements, and acknowledgments were
filed under. the law with the district administration, -

B. Extenaion of cut-off periods

(a) Order of the Ministry of Justice, Nov. 17, 1949,‘concefn1ng
‘The extenslon o0f the deadline under the Fcurth Restitution
Law (BGBl, Dec. 31 1949 ).

105 The cut-off period under this law was extended until Dec. 51

0.

(b) Order of the Ministry of Property Control and Economic
Planning, Nov, 24, 1949, concerning the extension of the
deadlline under the First, Second and Third Restitutlion
Lawg {BGBI, Dec. 31 1949)

The cut-off perlod under these three laws was extended until
March 31, 1950, ; i

it
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III. FRANCE

According to flgures published by bfficial French sources, there
are 1n the Department of the Selne alone about 3,000 helrless Jew-

- 1sh properties. They belonged to deported and totally extingulshed
Jewlsh familles, | .

A bill is in preparation concerning the disposal of these assets.,

H
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JEWI&H REaTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
bulte 800
2?0»Madlson Avenue
New York 16, N.Y.

L
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To:  Directors of the JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

* From:  Lester Gu;tarman,(Seg%etary

i
i

We are sending to you attached the following documents, which were
.distributed at the recent meeting, on October 20th, of the member— .
ship and of the Board of D1rectors of the Jew1sh Restltutlon Suc~

cessor Organization, .
! .
a) 'Annual report by the reﬁiring President, Mr. Edward M. M. Warburg,.

b) Report by Mr. Bengamln B Ferencz, Director General of the Jew1sh
Restitution Successor Organlzatlon. :

4
$

~ We trust that yau W111 find ithese documents both interesting and in-
- formative of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organlzation's activ1t1es
durlng the past year. : .

F .
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 JEYISH RESTIWUTION SUCGESSOR ORGANIZATION

i

'ANNUAL REPORT

b 1947-1948
o

{
Introduction ' :

K o ‘ : o
Alth~ugh the present annual report deals with the perind 1947-1548, it will
be recognized by the members of the corpnratinn that the significant occurrences
and develonrments are thonse »f the. lagt 31 months, marking the perind since the
d631gnat10n .of the JR30 as successor body for heirless and unclaimed Jewish property
in the U.S. Zone of Germany. The 1atter area alone, of all the occupied zones of
Garmany, today has a workable restitutinn law, and in spite of early numernus and
discouraging obstacles and delays, it may be reprorted that the Jewish Restitution
Successor Organization is nursulng an ensrgetic and extensive program ‘of restitu-
tinn which shows every sign nf success. This single fact represents at once the
+ 'most enc-uraging and the most significant development in the year 1947-1948,
. i

Negntiations leading 2 recnsnition of JR3O
' Following the issuance in November 1947 of Military Government Law No. 59,

otherwise known as the rectitutlonllaw for the American Zone of Germany, the of-
ficers of J230 submitted at once its application for designation under Article 13
of the law as the successor orﬂanlzation to helrless and unclaimed Jewish property.
Unfortunately, however, a series of technical ﬂueqtlons reaardlnF the structure
and form of the JKS0 organization in Germany were raised at this point by govern-
mental authnrities in Washington; and despite the strenunus attempts of the JESO
"officers and the member organizations in the United States to point out that these’
and other questions had long ago been resolved in discussions with the representa-
" tives of Military Government, the subject was completely reopened at the Washing-
ton level. After a long series oficonferences and discussinons including many visits
by representatives of the J-wish organizations t» Washingt-n and considerable cor-
‘respondénce btetween Germany and thé United States, these questions were once again
" resnlved, and nn June 23, 1948 the necessary desiesnating decree (See Regulation
No, 3 ~~ CORy attached) wag 1asued*wh1ch enabled JESO to commence its operat1ons
in Germany. o A
i

Organizatian'of prozram in Gerrany
A i {

It will-be recalled that under agreements dated April and Auzust 1947, JRSY
very early designated as its operating-agents in Germany the Jewish Agency for
Palestine and the American Jawish Joint Distribution Committee, for purposes of
non-cultural property, and the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. as operating
agent for purposes of cultural property. Althnugh handi capred in commencing their
nperations by the above Aelay attendant on the i=suance of the designating decree
the operatlnv agents in the pwrlod‘befnre the decree was issued nevertkeless

t
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assigned a number of workers in Germpany to carry on a preliminary program involv-

ing the discovery and compilation of property records, the planning of field of-

fices, and vari~us nther matters which wnuld be of subsequent usefulness to the

work of JR3D. TFollowing the issuance of the design»ting decree, Mr, Joel Fisher,

who is counsel tn the JDC in Eurore prnceeded to begin to set up the JRS0 opera-

tions. Mr. Benjamin B. Ferencz, formerly Executive Counsel with the War Crimes

Commission in Nurnberg, was appoint%d by the operating agents as the Director
Gen=ral of the JR30's program in Germany. In addition to Mr, Ferencz, the JRSO

* staff includes Dr, Meinhold Nus§baub and Dr. George Weis, both men of distinguished

Buropean legal backgrounds, who are, serving as Deputy Directors; Mr, Saul Kagan,

a former high official of the Finance Divisinn of Military Government in Berlin

has also been designated as a Devuty Director; and Dr. Joshua Starr, an officer of

Jewish Cultural Recnnstruction and a recognized authnrity on Jewish cultural affairs,

is serving with JR30 with particular specializatinn in cultural property. Together

with all of these gentlemen and other allied personnel, a substantial number of

locéal individuals from the German J{wish and the D.P. population have been recruited,

FOr a2 full repnrt of thes nrcsent thase of JR3s oPLrations in Germany and
the” extent of the work which has thus far been achieved, attention is called to the
at tached report which was reeeived in New Ynrk from. Mr, Fercncz nnly a few days-
.before the date of the Annual Mret1ng.

Although cnmrlete 1nformat10n is not yet available from Germany re 7ardlng
the total amount of dollar ﬁxn‘ndlturrs which will be required during the entire
first year for the carrying out of thc program, the two operating agents, JAFP and
JDC have made an allocation to the oreanlzatinn of the sum of $110,000. (To this
mist also be added the sum of $25,000 which the two nperating agents appropriated
in 19&? ) Under the terms of the agreements of April 1947, between JES0 and the
operating agents, these funds ‘and any other funds required for purposes of the pro-

gram in Germany will be regarded as advances reimbursable from the proceeds of the
property recovored by JR30. o

Special membership mee ting - July 29, 1948

It will be recalled that at thv time of its incorporation, the name decided
“upon for. the suecessor nreanigation! jwas "Jowish Restitution Commission.," Shortly
before the isgsuance of the d@slynatlng decree, the officers received wnord that
Military Government in Germany was concerned 1= st this title give to the organization
a sound of officialness which it did not possesg, and it was suggested by Military
Government that the name be changed, Accordingly, a special meeting of the member-
ship -of the arganization was called for July 29, 1948, for the primary purpose of
changing the name of the organization to that of "Jewish Restitution Successor Or-
ganization®, and following that meeting necessary legal documents were filed with

the Seeretary of State of New York, 'effectuating this decision.
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In addition, the speclal m@otlng passed on the applicatin~ns of new member
organizatinns and alsn d931nnatﬂd several additinnal directors. Trke present full
membership of the JRS0, together with names of directors representing each member
organization, is as follows: = | '

13

Agudas Israsl World Jrzanization: ~Jacnb Rasenheim
b - Isaac lewin
i Harry Gondman

Jewish Azency for Palestine: . EliézerAKaplan
; Emanuel Neumann
N .- Maurice Boukstein

World Jewish Conercss | A Stephen 5. Wise:
: ‘ A, Lenn Kubawitzki

American_Jewish Committee: ' A Jaconb Blaustein
i Herman Gray
Philip Forman

. : ) 3 .
" American Jawish Conference: ' Louis Lipsky
b . Robert 3zold
' Bernard Bernstein

v f
American Joint Distribution . .
Committee: ¢ - - Edward M. M, Varburg

R " Mrnroe Goldwater

b Moses A. Leavitt

Board of Dquties of Brltish J ws:  delig Brodetsky -
: A, G, Brotman
' Leo Istarik
Central Cowm1ttee of leeraLed Jews
in Germany::. Abram Blumowicsz
L Samuel Szlamowicz
I © Jechaskiel Eife

¥

Council for the Protection of the
Rights and Interests of Jews. from
Germany: oo Kurt Alexander
L Nathan Stein
v Max Kreutzberger

Jz2wish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc.: Jerome Michael
' | ‘ .. 3al1ln Barnn
Simon Fedarbush

I
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Central British Pund g

Conseil Borruseqtatlf des Juifs de
France' Robert Kiefe
! ' Henri Monneray
; Bugene Weill

Interessenver tretung Israelgtischer
Kultusgemeinien in the U.3. Zone
~f Germany: , %‘ Philipp Auerbach
. " Berino Ostertag

Kurt Epstein

Conclusion ‘ ,

o In summany, it may be szen that JE33 in only now beginning to enter the

" active phase nf its career as a successor orzanization. -Happily, the unavoidable
5 lelays and nezotiations which ncecupied a major part of JRsSO's life up to the pres-
- ent time and which had led t» its Actual designatinn as 2 successor bhdy in tre
‘american Zone are behind us; and the organization is at long last enabled t> com-
mence the discharge of its heavy r¢spomsibilitics towards reclaiming the stolen and

fﬂ»plundered property of the countless Jew1sh families and communities wiped out by,

Hitler. . %

- Clearly, the present phase is and must remain one in which every effort and

. resource of the JHESO will be bent towards finding and gaining possession of the

" heirless and unclaimed Jowish property--with consideratisn of other problems recessa-
. rily postponed until such time as Lneroies'of the nrganization may be safely di- ’
~ verted from this first rhase, To the vast tasks thus involved =2nd to the added new
complications and burdens which will pregent themse1Vcs as the program ‘unfolds, we.
- are confident that the JESO, its onerqtlng agents and  staffs and its of ficers and

[a.directors will devote themselves unstintlngly and in a2 manner completely worthy of
© . their high responsibility.,

Thrmgh this successful discharge of the nrzanization's tasks lies the way
. to a measure of correctinn, hnweveri sm=11l and material, of the great injustices
. visited upon the Jewish victimg of the Nazi scourge.

| Submitted by

i Edvward M. M. Warburg, President
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baer. Biﬂ‘ A
 'Returned to New' Yaxt 1 found your letter of June 28 writm in
repxy to uy 1nquiry *of Hay 7.

1 appreciate your Nremee to your linit&d yermal, mm
circumstance does not perait your to compile the data requested

- in my afemmti&ad lettor., I would like to indicate however,
that the momeys recéived from the sale of the goods in question
mgt be booked as ntmarnte item, as the owners are entitled

to the net proceeds of the gales. X assume, therefore, that
thoge gales must be | eelleete& together in your office. As

your office could mt compile the data, it might be possible

for us to ehargc m«mm one of our aaployeaa, if he 1; given
an eppertanity to do this job.

A very momt mrt&amont of a printe muanur maanaing

the sale of the conteats of 2 vans and 52 cases of removal goods
from Burope was caue& to my attention. It indicatep the contimu-
ence of the sale of goods refemﬁ to in ny letter of May 2?.

Your letter of June {% does not give any reply to the quas’aiens
mtained in the last paragraph of my letter, v:l.al ‘

i the time limit ﬁuring mich the money may be claz.md;
b) the fate of meys not claimed within this tiae.

Hoping to hw frea m 8oon,
I am, ‘
;  Very ‘“‘fwarﬁly youra,

) Hehemiah Robingon
y Chief, Office of indmiﬂeatian

s | 107610

wic CH3



http:1a4i.ce.te
http:th~md.th
http:eal.ill1lcrt.be

. September 8, 1948

¥r, 5. Cahn-Debre

- Congress Juif Mondial
~ Paris, France ;
Dear Hr. 6ahn-Be‘bra:

l, Upon my retumn to NHew York 1 found & very ‘emall mbar of tha
1ssues of the Gasette du Palais. I established that the following
1ssues are misalngs
(a) Hos. 168 - 188

(bg Ros, 196 - 202
(c) Boe. 206 - 212

" Yurthermore, not a- aimle issue posterior to August 3rd. (Bos. 13-
216) reached my ot‘ﬁco. ‘

Kiadly uvestigaw ‘this mat.tar and aak your office to provide me with
the nisaing issues,

2, 1 hope you have not forgotten to send me the emcerpt from the -
finanelal law desling with the repayment of tho one billion franec
levy. : ’
Fith kindest regardi',a,‘ Iam

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Kehemiah Robinson
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@otober 26, 1948

Mr.;F. Brassloff e
World Jewish Congreas

66, New Cavendish Btreet
Landen‘ﬁ.l Great Britain

o Dear- Mr, Brassloff,

1 am referr&ng to my letter of Sept. 14 re’ Kelnrteh~:
akalla "3 communicated with the Langen-Naeve Corporation = -
and was informed that the seven pieces of removal goods in
question were sold at’ publie auotion by the New York Foreign
fradé Zone operatore, Apparently they were sold. either : -
begause ‘a year had elapsed without the entry to this country
of the persons who had sent them or beesuae storage aharges
were net paid on the geods.» ‘ SR

ﬁnaording t0 the 1nformation I haﬁ recelved 1a
. analegous ‘cases, the money, 1f no rights have. ‘been establiehea
.- thereto, must have been deposited with the Treasury Depar%ment.
~Gtherw19e 1t may be 1n the Hew IOrk Gustom chae.,y,,

The Lanae—ﬂaeve Corp. lnrermeé me they had glven

'iﬁff a11 the i ormation mecessary to Mr, Skalla's attorneys in
- Jondon, -*£ this'is correct, there is probably nothing we

. 'oould do more about 1%, as these attorneys must have take
yafall neceaSarw steps to reweive payment. “ N

?erg sineerely youra, .

ﬁehégiﬁh_nébiﬁébn .
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October 27, 1948

Br. J. Starr |
o/o Jewish Hestitution Suocesaor Organization

301 Fuehrter Str.
Nuernberg, Germany

VDear Dr. Starr.~

The former Secretary General of the %orld Jewish Congress,
Dy, Kubowitzki, lived before the wer in Brussels. He had teo
flee Belgium in 1940 and to leave behind i.s. hls extensive
1library. When he came to Brussels upon the end of the war,
he was zble to locate a portion of his library, but the most
valusble part, awong .them & number of Jewligh enaoyclopediae,
was gone, It is assumed the books wera carried off to

- Germany.

. Bome tlme ago I wrote about 1t to OHGUS attaching samplas
‘of Dr. Kubowltzki's ex-libris. ‘I was informed that the ar -
- chives were instructed to 1aok af*er the books, but have not
':heard anything slnce. ' . ,

1 know that you went to &ermany far the purposes of tho

. Jewieh Cultural Redonstruction Commission., I assume you were

~able to look inte this matter and have access to the books stored

in the Offenbash depot. I would gppreclate it very much Af :

- you eould scheok the books there with a view of locating Pr,

- Kubowitzki's misaing library, among them prominently the

eneyclopediae (which'are very difficult to get now),

 As his books must have had his sigaature as attached but the .
f~ex—11bria might have been out out. .

Hoplng to hear from you aoon,
I an, _

 Yours very sincerely;:

Nehmiah Robinson
NR:ls | -
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i - ¥ovember 26, 1548

;nt&rvglliéa‘aegaratien Ageney

Braxelles, Belgium : j

Geaﬁlemon.

} I nave bﬁan dealingz with t“@ problem of Carmau reparstions for a
Very long time., A study thereon wss first mude in my book on "Indsmnl-
fiecation and Pacaﬂabiona,-wnw Xork, 1944, 1 denlt with i1t supsequently
in my artiole *Froblsme of Zuropean Feoonstruction® published in Tae

Quarterly Journal oY jconoculce, November 1948, pp. 1—53, “nd in ths
seconda sypplemen$ to my afora-mentionsd book imiﬁeaﬁraphsd, Hew York,
1946). I alao made a numher of amaller studies on this yroblem. '

0 1 am yreparing at present & study ofLthe oversll. results of the
reparations program and its impact upon the Allisd nations. I under-
stand that, in aﬂditiun tc the twe yearly reports, you issued ilnter—
mediary statistics (for 1nstanea, ceneerning shipmente of reparations
ae of June 30, 194E) and made officisl etstements conocerning the
deliveries (for inetancs, the etatement of Sept. 14, 1948). 1 alse
agsume that you possees date relating to Cerman assets in- Allled o
countries and neutral naticne which were or are tc be used a8 repara-
31038. ) . I’ .

ﬁ I would apprealate 1t very muﬁh 1f you ocould send me at your
‘earlier conveniencs eoples 6f all not olacgified material in your
possesaion, dealing with dsliveries of plunts and machinery under 3he
Paris Agreement; monetary gold;. German forelgn ssseta} labor repara-
tions patsents, deliverise of seal and similar productes to the Allles, as
well ag date relating to réparations sxacted by the USBR from the
‘Raasian Zone of Germany. I will be only teo glad to soknowlsdge the
prﬁvenance ef ﬂha matarial in my study if you 8¢ desire.

Very truly yours,

. o - Nehenlah Robinsoa
FR:ls | -
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. Hr. Ernest Stiasgeny -

- ¢/fo- Cliv, Suggly v,

 USACA , ‘* |
A?G 7??’ G/GPEN, H, X‘, R!. .

‘fﬂear Mr. Stiassny, .

1.7 Just raceivea your cable of Nov. 20 and ycur letter of

' On the basls ©f your request Mr. Eaeterman cabled you

 that we were advised %o walt. All this leads to confusion,
1 would therefore advise you to discuss the matter with Dp,

2. ?hs groblem of ‘the 1oan is a very 1mportant 1nem._;1 am¢
. ¢omplete
“seeret from you. It seems to me that the Joint is werking

T

u}vregardlng the assignment of masterless properties to Jews,

-1 It 13 oorreet that Frof. Haber promised to go ka Vienaa'

‘the request for the extension of the Third Reskitution law
- was refused, Dr. Loewy wrote me on Nov., 14 that a spscial
;- oommittee was appointad to study the question and to decida
within a few (I do noti know as yet whether such a.
dedision wae ta n) The same holds true of actlon: you' -
- c¢lamor for action on the part of the WJU; however, Dr. Loawy

- -geems that the Austrian Governmment is not taking very seriol
-1y promises made by various minieters and that - what we
-~ Enew earller - . thers is no reliance on assurancas gzven hy i

. visltor in Austria, but do not know the reason. It is not i
- posaibls that he 18 relustant to go for the reasons given hw
- you. It mighz, howevsr, be due to his preaceupatien m&%h

Novenber 23, 1948 -

World Jewieh Congreaslf

Nov., 17, I must say that there must be something wrong with'5
the limison between you and Dr. Loewy. While you oclaim %hat

wrote Wwe¢ should take no action unlesa he tells us to do o
(he ‘even promised to send a cable if action appears ur?ent).
you indicate) =nd asked us to do the saie. We had %o repoys

,Loewy nnd 1nfarm us ay once what we are . suppnaed to do,

y at a loss %o understand why this matter wae Kept
under false asaumptfnna: since the decision has been taken
there,is no legal baels to grant a loan to the Iskult, X6

them .

or to aend Maj, Hyman there, ‘1 know that he is a seldom !
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A situation in Germany. The Zeilahexm story" 13 nct 1nd1eative
g T - of his influence because the evacuation of this camp was
‘ agreed uFon by all persona 1nve1vsd long ago. - -

~ Hoping S0 hear from you vary acon, I am, 'fw‘
With kindest regards o your family an& yourself, -

Xaura slncerely,

Vnegémiah‘ﬂabinson
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Novenber 10, 1948 -

My, Ernest Stiassny

Worla Jewiah buagresa{
3eltenstettenganse 4 g
Viien, 1., Austria

 Dear Mr. Stlaseny, .

Nany thankse fér your letter of Oot. 27.

1. 1 agree with ybu fully on the neceesity to take action on |
restitution in Austria, There are, however, a few pointe |
which I want you %o eaneider:A 2 ‘

(a) Some time ago the ocooperating Jewiah organlzatlona §
had a discussion on the gituation in Austria, BNr., Jeel |
Fiseher, the Legal Counsel for the Joint in Europe, was very §
aggroeesive and suggested prompt action. Unfortunately, he ' !
could not tell ws what action could dbe effective. It is o
obvious that his propesal to inatruct the Jjudges by a cirou- !
laire of the Minlatry of Justice would provoke an undesirable
reasstion, especially now with the eleetions oeming soon., . Dr.
Klang, ae chalrman of the Supreme Commission, could 4o a lot
but he A apparently not very eager to act. ,

I tho§§h the best way out of this situation would be %o
istries issue an implementary decree as was envie

saged An the begimning of 1947. As you probably know, kal.

Hyman sutmitted at that time a memorandum to Gen., Heyes

(whioh I had prepared) end the Americans and British recommend-

ed such a decree when the law osme up in the Allied Couneil.

‘1 do not know whether the UBA Element would stlll support &%,

but such a decree oould help very oonsiderably also in avold= {
ing dalaya. :

8% (b) You know that Dr. Loewy was coneernea about the faot

that he had no support from Frof, Haber's office. Although
Kaj. Hyman promigsed me several times to take an interest in
Austria, he mever came to implement it. I realize that he 1is
terribly busy, but he surely could apare a few days for this
important natter.

I suggested to our organizations to put pressure on Frof.

s
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~ Raber in this respect. Ve met with him Just a few dayes ago and 1
took advantage of suggesting a trip to Vienna for this purpcse. He
promised to do so. I hope he will keep the promise. If he (or ¥alj.
Hyman) comes down, it will be Dr, lLoewy's and your business to
indoctrinate him and to see to it that an sffective memorandum

be submitted. You could also try to see Msssrs. Figl and Krauland,
especiaaly Af Prof. Haber goes down himself, ,

{(c) Under the described conditions 1 believe 1% 48 a ilttle
premature %o write the requested officlal letter by the Headquarters,
wnlees you feel, after a dieousaian with or, Loewy. that 1t should

be done .

1 assume the Iskult has meanvhile taken eertaln steps %o lmpr@us -
jupan the auzhorlties the neoessity of appropriate action., =

: Many %h&nka for the list of periodieala and organlzatxens. as
,well as for the subsoription to the ®Neues Oesterrelch,® the “Wiener
cKEurier® and the fHonetsberichte.® The question of the 1946 and 1947

- wk¥ igsue will have %o be deferred somewhat,

3. 1 appreeiata the adareaa 9f the Jewlsh real estate agent. ma you
suceeed 1n getting Anformation about Dr. Kookels?

Best regarda to your wife, daughter
~ané yourself,

Yours very slncereiy.V

| Hebemieh Robinson
NR1ls |
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) . December 1, 1948

Mids Myra Becker
Congrés Julf Mondial
37, Qual Wilson
Genbve, Switzerland

Dear Mlsn Beocker,

I have your twe letters dated Nov. 25, one addressed
to me personally (re restitution law in the U.8. Zone of Gerw
many) and the other to the Inatltuta (re ”UJelet“:.

1, Kindly inform Mr, Bchitzer that the question of extending
 the deadline under the restitution law in the U,8., Zone of
Germany has been under consideration here, It appears, how-
ever, that the authorities are strongly oppeaed to the extension,
On the basis thereof some organizations appear to be willing %o
" renounce on a formal request, but I do not agree with them,

I am trying to oconvince the organizations that a requzst for
extenslon hae to be submitted at any rate; there were enough
arguments for this request in addition to those mentlioned in
Dr, Schnitzeis communication, As soon as the situation 18
clarified I shall communlsate wlth you agaln.

2. I agree with you that one copy of "Ujlelet® guffices for
our Institute., However, I would still prefer to receive both
copies to be in & poeition of malling one of them to Rabbl

- Flsher, He 1s our expert on Hungarian affairs and 1s moving
out of town, )

With kindesgt regards,

Sincerely yours,

Nehemlah Robinson
NR:ls |
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December 2, 1948

Dr. Paul Wels
66/I1 Route de Frontenex
Geneéve, Switzerland

Dear Dr %eis, |
I received in due time your letter of ﬂov. 6.

X wanted to answer 1t et once, but could not obtaln
for you the requested ooples of our bill Aintroduced in the
Senate. I asked for it everywhere and was finally promised
geveral oogies. Unfortunately they have not yet arrived and .
I am compelled to tell you that I will mail them to you by
geparate mall,

1, Conventlon on Missing Persons

I attach hsrewith a copy of our comments on the draft. IL
you submitted in the meantime your observations on the draft
of the Secretariat, klndly mail us a copy. : A

2. ;elrlees pro ert

I agree with you fully that the snaotment of some kind or
legislation in the USA ig a gonditio eine gqua non for action
eélaewhere. This was the malh reason for my proposal to deal
first with vestsd property, without awalting an over-all solu-
" tion. It 1 anfortunate that the bill could not have reached
the House in time, but we will feintroduce the bill, withaut '

ohanges, In January and hope to get quick aotion on it,

3. Nationality of refugeee from Austria

I was leeking for figures relating to the number of Anstrian
- refugeed abroad. I discussed this problem with Dr. Karbach who
1s familiar with the matter. He told me he belleved tha Austrian
authorities poseessed all avallable material, since all the
Austrians youf refer to have been registered with the onsulates.
We are trying to obtailn from other sources some figures on the
numbers 1nvelved. Should we succeed, I will eend you the figures.

4. Your praperty in Vienna

Did Dr. Kieve succeed in recelving the support of the British

authorities?
- With kindest personsl regards, I am,

. C _ . Very sincerely yours, ,
NR:1s Nehemla Robinson ﬁj’“
. ’ o -
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" December 3; 1948"

| Mr. A. Easterman .. -

¥orld Jewlah.congreas
56, New Cavéndish Street

‘ Londcnaw 1, Great Brltain ‘

'\Daar Hr. Easterman,“\ o ﬁ

Kany thanks for your lettersof Nov. 24 and 26 relating

"ta he&rlesa property 1n Greeee.

. Your letter of Nov. 26 cancels in fact moet or the o

',oontents ‘0f the earlier communication. ~If it has been agreed
‘that Mr. Fisher should go to Athens, ‘there 1s nothing we -
~ ¢gould do about i%. Knowing kr. Fischer, I am positive that )
~he will not be & passive researcher but willl actively deal ' R
.. with all suthorities inveolved. He,le veri energetic asnd will
‘not leave any stone untouched. he will :

desl with the
problem on his own and you. should ot expect him to give the
¥orld Jewish Congress too much credit for gnything (thie is

for your confidentlal information). I would therefore be- -
. lieve that it would be extremely 1mporcant that you go down
;1f you only can. ' ; : »

'As to the merits cf tha case, I think I wrote you ale

L ready that there is, to my mind, no chance of settling this
"~ problem on our terms, This means that we have to approach -

the Greek Government with a comprémise proposal, leaving te o

‘them a part of the heirless properties, in the form of - Af
poesible - a grant by the Jewish community to other war vige

tims. Such & proposal would maintain intact the principle

. we are fighting for but make the Government more acceaslble

to our demande. I would suggest you disousa thia approaoh

o wlth Dr..Schyarz ant get his reactlon.,

a The twe other problema dealt with 1n Mr., Ben Rubl’a
memorandum are very important ones. The question of assets -

belonging to Jewish gommunities- could be solved only on the “‘:;?
same .basis as the problem of helrless property. Different

is the third question. In this matter we should make no
concessione since this 1s a question of prinéiple in which
no compromises are possible without injuring the rights of

. Jews anywhere., USome tTime ago the Union requested my opinion o
~about the proper way to deal with such cases and I have not -
,heard any complalntg about it. ivbelieve it wquld be very

wIC cys
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useful if the Union had sritten to us in greater detall
" sbout. this problem szince I have dealt with such problems -
in many instances and we could submit to the Greek Go-
vernment or the CGreek Embassy here a well subgtantiated
document with suggestions to deal with the difficulties ‘
invclved. ' _
_thh kindest regards,

Very sincerely yours,

o . Nehemiah Robinson

P.S.. Mr. Ben Rubi estimites the Value cf the 2,500 -
. Jewish helrless prOperties at 280,000 gold potinds,
This would mean an average of 100 pounde per property
a quite small amount per uni.t, Is there any way te
verify this information?




L (')7 Lunkt Wj)ﬁb‘? o

A portien of ‘these assets was treneferred by the Dwigs banks -

- banka may he feel to be free %o divulge the name of the owner

o . December 3, 1248 -,

lo‘r\g Q}. Luih&ﬂ .
L;u::gres Juif ’*}oms.im., :

' {afen%ve ' vzitzerlsn&\‘
‘ Eesr D;. Lih&ﬁ

1. I ‘have your letter of ﬂov.'ﬁﬁ relating ta th¢ requast
for coples of ell yolitieal memorande submitted by the

- WJT, I esked our erehévos»"n“ the sseretariat of the Folie
ticel Depurtment $¢ mall you the requbsted capiar R 500N

. &g posaible. ﬁia&)y'hcknaw“, Ap e’ r»"siwt. :

' _1,2. 1 ggeume Dr, Rixgnea 1z atil? 1in P&ris.: Iem- therefere
"‘asklng you. to investigats the f@llawing'matter:

X ycu know, many Jews from V@atern Europe haa _ S
deposite and other asgets in twiss banks and truste, ﬁany -
of these Jews were killed., In eome cuses there mey be helrs
.who dc not know of the =zssets lefty Ain other instances, no-
heire are 2live and the property must be ecnsldered masterlesa;

to the USA as numbered scscunts (z-accounts), : All thsee
gceounts are at present frozel {blocked) here and withina -
‘shert -while mgy be veoted by the 0ffics of Allen Property.: It

- the owner of a vested §§Operty will Bot® sppear within the.
: préacribaa time, it will be cenfiscated af eneny prcperty.

. %e are now werking en 1&%1elatlon wh&ch would make ava&l— ,,j
. able for Jawish purposes unclalmed forelgn assets of Jews &n .-
" . this country, However, in the case of numbered sccounts we are«
' faced with the 1mposaibility of proving the Jewlsh ownarehig
unless the Swise banks sre willing stc divulge the name of the.
owner. They refuse to do so at present, although 1t is probs
eble that, under the threat of corfiscstion, the owners will
come forward with the names. In the discussions we conduoted
- with Ewles representatives they were of the opinion that the

‘ ef en sgcount, if he L8 dead - thelr obligation to secrecy dia-ﬁu
- earing with his death, This would mean that they might be .
ing to tell us whether petrsons, whose names we will Eme&t,gf
have ecoounts in their banks, identifisble either by thelr name
" or by a number. However, in crder to do ao, w® need names of §

LJ.{U
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Jews frum bsnt~a¢ OF HasLern aurope wha aouln be presumed to hava kwmf
sssets in Switzerland bnt did not clalm thew until now, or are kﬁowm i
to have disagpeared, . , , - . o
Thts ig o aarr;au;t task. 4 tnoughl iv ﬁlbub e goas;uie.
to discuss thie problem with reprssentatives of the Swiss Jewish
Communities, logal lawyers or agents (who were engaged in establishing.
ageounts Qv &cn&ﬁ a8 trustees) and recelve from ther sugyastions
Chow Lo deal wWith SscUring Such names, &bviuusly,.everytnlng sheuld -
be purely e”“lﬁratcvy and’ 1nrnrmal - § g“nw\- ' Cor

. If you rga! y@u cannot handle this matter, kindly ask Dr.
Flepner to deal with it <W0u1u you know of any auch cases r@lating
50 baenosxevak J»w“. : , ‘
Kinaly. tnﬁarm R xhﬁuflyeﬁr tf‘tune and pos flbiiﬁieﬁ as
socn ws pesaible. Ve have to act 4335, otherwise.we may ke have
to l@ave the m:t;ter ‘!:0 ct‘wm. P o T
 with ¥indest regrrds,’

. Yours very sincerely,

" Nehemiah Robinaon
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Dr. F.PE. Blenenfeld - - S : o
. %orld Jewleh Congress ‘ o o :
85, Rew Cavendish Strast =
»Lendoniz,l, Urest hritain'v

Dear 3%.A’iﬂﬁ&nfelﬁ

' L you na@, tue 1oea1 Jewish arganizatxons have been
~working on. lavislgtium to seocure helirless and unclaimed Jewish
- fundg in tulz cuatyy Yor Jewish purposes, . We introduced in
~%ay in the &onornss & BA1Y whisk vesced the Tonate; 11 was, o
hawsver, held up in thé iouge witil 4t recsdsd =nd fell under the
‘teble. Accordinz to the rules of fhe Corgreess, it nust be re= & -
introdmaed ne ¢? it hed never veen uaxare 1%.' We' wi;l do sb
1n dﬁnUmrJo, s - ' Lo

For obvi ue reasans.«uhé gi‘l cnn deal oaly with veated pj
e”ciaa, et prepertias taken over by th@ 0ffice of Alien Pro~
erty.AAﬂs yeu inow, the gross of forveipgn property was only bﬁpke
~gffdéﬁﬂ) Tng present plans are to Irea &1l bloehea proparty if
At can be proven that no gheny interect 1s Invelved, It is exnect~
ed that 511 assets not deblocked until %he end of tuls year will.

be vested by the Office of fAllen Propexty, Wut the crner will Ba-
in g ,o anwn tw regein LU by pfcvaug his nonoenemy character.-*‘

A 'mb‘4§”v s0 @ood. Ths real dliii»ultae& erise in regard to
tha numbgred Swiss accounte (co-called, x-accountel. The Swiss oy
banks heve reiuesd wuntil now to give out the names of the owners of
" numbered aoccounts, claiming thet they are bound to sscrecy by
-~ thelr elients, W assume that vhen Ghie owners. are faced with ths
‘threat of definite confiscation, wmcet of thew will cowe out in the
opsi.. “ifter that there mey remsin mostly only properties ffor
itch no clsimant is svallable, 1.e. assets which belonged to ex~' ..
'terminate& Jews, Howsever, under present regulations ithis will teke:
at best two yeers, which would mean that we would have to walt
" that long until any procedure esulﬁ be 1nitiated 1n regard to
theu‘ N hered acceuﬁts. : »

- - - . . in our dieeusslans with swiss repre%entat1V§s they suggaataﬁ;
that the banks might be willing to Xift the vell of secrecy im . ..
individual casee, l.e. they might be preparesd to indicate whether
a glven person has a numbered account in this sountry, provided .
the pereor is dead, The proolem is to find such names. It is
probable that private bankers, lawyers, trustece and agents know

‘such names. %ould yau believa that nhere ie a ch&nee of gettiﬂgar
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‘should appreash in sSwitzerlan
‘ofher suggeqtion whaveby such

organization?
iist“‘cauau L corpiieui

o would arpro@iate vcry mieh eny 1nferwaﬁisn-you,
A.may be able %o g&ve ug in the above mattgr.,.~
S | ‘2"1th kindeat. regarde,
vVery sincarely youra.wwv
" Nehenmiah Kobinson
NRije | |

1liste of pr00aole owners of assata in aeityerlana from anx :
Care Bhere nny perscns you feel we could or
or elaswhere? Have you any

- ,, ", ,.,
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December 21, 1948

bp, Paul Wels
55/I1 Route de Frontenex
 Genbve, Switzerland

Dear Dr. Vels,
Many thnnks for your letter of Dec. 1B5.

' 1. Heirless grogertz

The Congrees meets in January. VYe will reintroduce
the bill at the earliest possible mament, but 1t may take
time until it passea bath Houses.

‘ I am glad you received the bill because thera
~ sgem to be no spare copies avallable here.

It is nat wholly correct that Mr, Isenb@rgh arafted
the bill on behalf of the Department of Justice. I had
quite a difficult time in convineing him to draft it as it
ie now, Confidentially, the idea of the bill and the approach
were mine. We had, however, to depend on Mr, Isenbdrgh for
the technical drafting. The bill was not introduced by the
Department of Justice, although we would have preferred this
procedure, 7The purpose was, however, to get in a h&ll which
wauld not be disavowed by the Government.

2. Gonveution on M&snlng Pera:na

I received the obaervations of the IR0 and sent you
our ocmmants.

3. Bationalitx of refugees from Anstria

Dr. Earbach wrote to a number of persons to obtain
the requested information. As soon as the anewers are hers, .
I will communicate with you. ’
Best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Nehemiah Robinson XF/

NR:1s R | - 11702
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M. Fylvaln CAILN-LEBRE
Congree Juif Wondiad
78, ive des Chaaps Elyaées
Parie @-eme. France

o rf"?-xl‘ J‘I‘. J&m’%bré.

o : Last vaptember, in §arls, you t0ld me that the prob}em af :
“heirlsss Jewlsh property in France was investd, atad and foundf
to be of Iittle, if any, improtance, and that the Jewish orga-

nisatinna were, thwrefor@ unwllling to undertake action on th&s

I just read in the Yonds Juif of Fovpmber, 1948, an arﬁiel(
by Mn Henry ¥ouneray who c¢lsims that there are ir Prance thousandsg:
0f corporal and incorperal propertisa, real eatate, enterprises ..

_and movebinzs which hed . belonged %o deported Jawe who 1laft no kn@’fu

heirs;  there is - he contends = in- France gnd abroad thouesnds
of pereons and, es;noielly oxphans, whe any be helrs to the dspor-
..tees, but ars not aware ¢f it, The author clalms that thsse L :
- propertics are in the hands of wrongful peeaessora.

' _nccovding to this artl»l@, the Centre de Dooumentatlon Jul

of ovsr 27 GOG doesiers for Parld only.. The Centre, with the i
nasistence of the GRIF, As tzking steps.to conserve these orcparﬁiu
- untll gsuch time as the Farlliament will enact ths law provlded rnr ,
' 1n the ardinance ot ﬁpril 21 1045, . : . . .

: I would apprﬁﬂia te Vm:y much ‘your cemvenfa on this matter.?
I* tne report iz correct {and. o 1ot ses how they could have
Anvented 1t, edpeg “aince wg.were teld already in December 194ﬁ
by the Chief of the peetive section that the Centre had coples -
of all the files), ths %JC should not sit 1dle and wait until tha
C:IF has coms out vith action. I .do not propose as yet concerste
. 8teps but 1t would seem %o me thal we should approsch the Fremoh
authorlties roeseibly through the ssbassies in ®ashington and Londo! .
- - and request them to Amplemant ths deorse of April 21, 1945, If I
1ot wrong, the Parlisment adopted at that time a resolution (whleh
~ remained in the minutes) czlling for a speclal fund to deal with
‘such prepertlies. ¥e could well base our request thereon. Klnﬂly
_|ﬁnd ze a copy. of the wimutes: containing this resolutlon.-‘ '

&

Best r&garda,

' Ioura vary slnc@vely.

e

S MRils (USC (43 - Nehemtad W“"“
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Miss Sihdrley Bermsn
amsrloan Jewish Congreas

Bzl2 wilshire. Boulsvard
‘ Lnﬁ Mn%pleh 56, Lal. ’

‘_Lear mxaa Berwan,

" Mp. Grossmen passed on %o ze your. 1stter of Dec. 17
: 1n'££ Heyim «aﬁhﬁnbsrs. . ‘ 4

S vuw&iﬁ& ixon the &tt@vn?ﬂ aardﬁ. the famﬂly ﬁeahsnberg o
lived in Kieice. 1t bhas to be assuced, tharefore. that the&r Lo
'pr@pﬁrty, zf thare was ane, was %here.' .

, It aight have Peen ;ceaible o try to traes this .
pruperty,.cut the desdline for riling claime under the Pal&sh
restitubion dsw explres on Dec. 31, We reg juseted an extene;on,

- but do mot know whether 4t will be grented, There way ba.
& possiblity of clelming the property aftar the expiration of ;
“the desdline, Wt 1t would involve - as &oss the procedure under th
restitution iaw -~ gxpenseg., If Hre. Celler 18 unable %0 pay S
‘these 9X§&n898, 1t makez no sensas %o @nquirs sbout the properﬁr.'?

O XT My, ;»llar insists om trsczn? the vraperﬁy regardless ,;
of what was said, she gould write to the ssme Komite® Zydowski -
in Kielos whigh wrote. her on the previoue o@va“lans. ”heuld R
- she not auoaaea, ww may ury to do 80 through Y araaw.‘

ﬂ&naarely yourn,

| Rehﬁméiag mﬁmgm .
NRils - L |
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April 15, 1948

. Pr. Meinhold Nussbaum
" Haria Threelastr. 11
 Munich, Germany

: ﬁear Dr. Nusabaum,

- X% 48 to-day alm»et a8 year sinece I wrete yon last. It
- took almost eleven months for my letter of April 16, 1947 to
reach you. I hope our eorrespondence will from now on be :
& EOYre regnlar one. , o ,

Kany thanks tor the 1aferﬁatlen eontained in yoar 8
- letter of March 7. I would like to answer the points referred
,»-ﬁto by you as rollowa: , n :

. , (1) &as you probabtly knew already, there is. every reason
_ to believe that the Jewish Reetitution Commission will be able
. %o Begin its activitiee soon. I sssume you. are in constant

- towch with Mr. Mason and know that the deadlook was broken -
-~ .. pecently and that 3t s expected that Gen. Clay will appoint
- - %he JRC very soon as the auceeasor erganizatian for Jewish
dﬁ=pr®perﬁy. e

e f2) 1 wauld appreciate very mmch 1f you oould gave e
g;deta&ls on the number of olaims filed and actlon taken on them.
- We were told that many thousands were submitted and others are .
;,in the precaas of being filed. Can we 4o ‘hing frau here?

IR (5) As you know, the law for the Britiah Zone has not yet
. net been enacted. I was informed oconfidentially that the draft
- prepared by the military suthorities was 80 bad that the Foreign
- Qffice bhad to return it for redrafsing. I:hope we will be able
”'to see the new araft soon, o . , _

e . B very diffloult. ,
. .. We here and the Frenoh organigations in Paris made. representa- .
.-tions to the authorities conocsrned, but it seems :that the Freno
.. ocoupatlon authorities are willing to make only minor concessiol
. We are continuing to presa for amanﬁmanta &aapite the little :
“‘ho pes fer guccess, , ,

(5) 1 received fram Mr. Schoyer aomejtime age a draft ot

12UdU

;.1.:.
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" a law for the Russian Zone and sent him my remarks thereon There
1s some oconfusion as to the authority responsible for this draft:
vsome belleve At has been done by a private persen.. J‘. _ :

(6) I was Anformed that the Magistrat of the- city of Berlin
adepted a bill, but was assured that the US representatives will
not agree to 1t¢ 1 suggested last year to proceed in Berlin in the
ggme way a8 was done in France and Austria, viz. to begin-with
the least éontroversial property and it seema that lir. Mason now
~regaras thie possibllity as the only chance to aehieve some agreo-

-ment

(7) 1 had some drafts af the Indemnificatie
e but have not heard about 1t since quite a while. I would
appreciate the last. wording and, if possible, 1nformation concernlng
the anvzsaged progreas. : . "

.~ :(8) I have not seen as yet the draft of an Indemnificatian Law
-for the Prench Zone. Aa you knew, the first drafts in that Zone dealt
not only with restitution but alse general 1nﬂemnif ation. I would
anpreetate ccpy et the araft, Af peaalble.;; . . o

(9)' I doubted whethar a raatriotien on tha 1egal right of in~
¢ was advisable, bedause I felt that this weuld be a partial
edy only: 4t would refer only to confiseated. er"therwise alienaf%

perties, while in other cases (espescially in: rega d to properties
road or for some reason not. transferred) the ay relatives would
: entitled to claim 1%, Furthermore ; (and do not).
ther the suoccessor organization wili be ab | '
%y the assets which will revert to 1t.w,;wﬁa;n %
ion on inheritance 18 advlsable now because it
roactive, It seems to me that many distant. rel‘v 8w
- olaime;, especially since they will bave great ! culty in
‘the death of a mnitituds of peraons. B B

'wauld 1&ka ta have some 1&33 how the res'
$ 4 thay are reasonable, we eould try to app

rhgpa to hear from you eoen’ aga&n. A
. Very siaserel’

" Mehemiah Robinson

UJX(;<Cj%éj ; :
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April 15, 1848

«ﬂr 'A. L. Easterman RS
- Werld Jewish Congress '
. BB, New Cavendish Btreet
.;Lonﬁon W.1, Yreat Britaln

‘flnaar Mp, Eaaterman. ?

- Many thanks fer your letter of. 6th april and. the
; attaahsa cepy of year report on your visit to. Athans.~

ST | agree fully tith you that the Pelitis affair hes

ano ‘bearing whateoever on the Heirlesm Preperty Fund, but, un-
*,ferﬁunate Y, such “fiaeases“ are of no value under present day
_}'conditlons. _ , g ,

T - Bo tar as. I know the Agenoy has done everything posewa L
e s9lve the problem. - The difficulty 48 that the tenants de not 3
. want %o move unless they are granted other premises. Under ::I
yresent aeaditxaaa, ‘At means the construction of a new house fer
hich the Agenoy claims to have no tun&s. The Jo:nt was appreanhu
4 tor assistanee, but refused. i 5

dﬂunder ‘one |

'xc seoms to me that the matter could be 80
) two talloving sehemea, Lf no other way is fou

{a) The Jew&ah oammuni%x eculd buy Mr. Palitis'vvroper%y
1-Aviv and pay iR cash, obtaining the money as a loan from
r a bank or (more appropriate) from a few of its members ;
gainst seeurdty. I 4o not know the financial 8ituation of the .%
ews in Athens, assume hawever that thay sheuldf ““able to I
_rel'aa the menay. >

0 I belleve there mlghm be some. Greek Jews whg weald 11ke to
migrate to Palestine or invest thare aame maney, ana ﬁhia shaulé
agaed occaslon for them.A;» N S

woooo o (w) The Pel&tia prcpsrty gould be asquiraa by aomeone in
jh” USA or any other country whence transfer to Greece 1s.posaiblc
“know ‘that suoh transactions ars being made, although 1t may not
~Be easy An this particular case, We need for this purpose a det~
. .#1)ed desoription of the property, proof of ownership and: the .
. vriee 1nvolved. If ¥r. Politis wauld grant a power of attorney«

@ ey

R AR fiJ._':"UQu
Swse {5


http:bee,a.st
http:i'(!pioVf.4e
http:ahould<;b.fai.bl
http:dllD.4i.te
http:lasten.aa

"to someone resident in this country (member of the Greak ,
- consular or diplomatio staff) there would be no dlffieulty in
| tranaaeting thﬁ deal.

1 have in Athens aﬁ old frlenﬂ of mine who 12 a big
shot in one of the leading Greek banks and professor of
economica at the University; he was member of the Cabinet some
time ago. Perhaps he could be helpful in thise oaae, especially
if he belongs to Mr. Politis party.

: I hope Dr. Goldmen may be able to find an aoceptab&e
solution w la in Tel-aviv., :

With kindest ra;ggds,

‘Yours very 31#&?%@13,4

o ~ Nehemiah Robingson -

3 I Juet thought of & th&rﬂ possib&lity.j amnng tha propertzes
‘Vow in the adminaetratien of the Union, subject to assignment to -
‘the Fund, there should be one which Mr. Politis might be willing -
£0" dcoept elither in exchange for his Palestine property or as
compensation for the lesses he snffered beeaua :et the non-eviction
”tmtmmm.‘ ; A
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. april 14, 1948

r. Albert Loewy

}o/e HQ USFA USACA SECTION

al Division

_‘_;AP 7, o/o B. M. u. x.. N.X.

As you knaw Austrian reatitution 1e 1alation

 Antreduced a resértatien on She right ef the inheritance.
- Sueh a restriction does mot exist im the U, s.vzanal daw for
;kﬁermaay, but. is bedng requesuad by aeas reapansible peraens‘

X have my daubts about the aﬁvieability of suoh

‘wrestrietieus as they work only in regard to reetitntab&e
- properties. while others are not anbjeat ther
it ‘be that An practice this restrictic
1 would, therefore, . sppreciate very much i u oould .

. gAve wus Anformation about the way the austrxan~reatriet1ons
- work and the oxtent of eases ‘where &1ssant relative have
e bson exslunad. N - ,

3 PR However,
juaetnl.

Xe zhare any new development 1n V&ea,"‘w
‘ !1naest regarda

© Mehemish Robinson'

4y
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May 27, 1948

Hon. William R. Johnson
Commi ssloner of Customs
Bureau of Customs
Department of the Traasury
¥ashington, b.. G.

Dear SAps

af the war a 1arge nuaber of laftuvano and trunke
oont ning furniture and othor household goods was eold

at auetions in various United Btates ports, because their
ovners 434 not pay storage fees oy booause the goods were .
net reolalmed within the specified time. These. goods -
belonged mostly to German, Austrian, and other Jews who
‘sent them to the Unlted Statss An antisipation of ‘
immigration to this country. Unfortumately, their owners
never reached the Unlited 8tstes and aoulﬂ therefore L
not raolaxn than N

¥oet of the owners ef these soo&s were ktllea aurias
the war together with millions of other imnocent vic-
time of a campalgn of extermination. Soms of them
must have loft rnlativas, oehara may have died wlth-
out- leavins heire. _ A

" We are especially interested in traesag those who- Bay

-have a ¢laln to the proceede of the goods, as heirs %o

- the owners thereof. Having affiliatsd erganizationa in

. ‘every European and most of the other countries in the
‘worid, we could easily reach a large nuzber of persons

- related to the missing owners. We would therefore .
. appreelate At very much if you oould furnish us a list
7 of the names of persons whose property was 80ld a8 ins -
.. dicated above, together with any available dats oaneerning
- the ortigin of the goeaa and the addresses of the ‘senders.

We would also appreciate any informetion you may ‘wish

i?§~ to give us about the time limit during whioch such olalma
‘ may be filed and the rate of moneys not elalmea within

S this deadline.

| Fatthfully yours,

| 139035
L Hehemiah Robinson _

~ BRi1lk | - - Chief, Office of Indemniflcation

| Wi cH3 |
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Ney 0B, 1946

wr, Adolf Rosenfelder.

516 ‘82nd Ave
: ﬁe&ttle ?2, Yegh,

- Dear @r,,ﬁb&enfelder,

- Your letter of ¥ay 16 was passed on to me.

: I understan& thet you have three different cases:
one relsting to the money, etc. kept in the Bankheus ¥erk, .

‘Finek & Co, wynich; the seecnd relating to the liftvans
which were sent to Rotterdam, and the third concerning yonr

inaurance pelicy with the bueler Leuenaversicherunés A.G, .

- If you want fo ‘elaim the money. Jewelry and aharea.
you ‘have to file a olaim in rocordance with the resitution

"_law in force in the U.2. Zone of Germany. I attach herewlth
"a Sheet giving you all neeessary details., At prceent there

eéxiets ne body in the UsA whbich could meke the application fof
you, but it may be seét up soon. If you want to wait for 1%,
wrl%e to me agaln within a month, Otherwise file the alaim

The faot that the liftvans were eonflscated by tha
Germans 16 . not enough, It depends whether they sent 1%t back

50 Germany or eold 1t in Holland. In the latter case, you may

have the right %o a clalm in Hollagnd. I would suggest you
get in touch with the Dutch warehouse and. flnd out what
actually happened to your liftvans.

: ' The case of the Baaler Lebens-Versicherungs AG,
deserves speoial attention. If you would glve me mors detaila

- about 1t and prove that the Ansurance company knew that you

lived aince 1940 in Jeattle, I will try to do sometbing about

-_it. 1 eannot promise more than to try, however.

Sincersly yours,

| Nehewdah Robinson
NRI1E |

117030
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br. H. a. van Bam
~ Legal Department

101 Jewish Relief Unit ,

c.0 609 HQ ‘¥il, Gov. Det. .
 B.A 4]0 R., e/a P. M..Londou, @Great Brltain L

: *near Dr. Vaa Baaz

R !ou are undaubtedly aware of tne existence or a
" ‘special olausge in the US Trading with the Enemy Aot which

- grante the Office of Alien Property the right to return

" property vested in this Office and belonging to Jewish

. perseeutees. This clause refers, 1.a., tofJewa resident in
ﬁg@ermany ’ , o ‘ = e .

wo ?ho presont aaadliao for snbmlttl regueats ror the
_.return of such préperty is August 8, 1948.: 1 wae . told that,

. .until very reoently, She American authorities were. reluctant
%0 even Anform Jew living in Germany sbout their rights under

. 'the statute, because of. the exigting eurrenoy regulations.

' 'They have done 8o some time ago, but 1t would appear that no

- ‘publicity wae given to this aetion and the officiale belleve
.that hardly anyone knowe about 4t., ‘They suggestad that we

" ghould aselst the German Jews in this respect by providing
,}than with the text of the law and applioatlon forns (speeimen).

S X attaeh herewith copy et anch an applioation ‘eontain-
~4ng all necessary information and forms. for your information.
- 1 aepume you will be. in a pesition to give notice about it to
. . all concerned, Should you need more of these a {plieetions,
- kindly inform me about 1t and I will trg todmai you ae many
L.as possxblo. . e o

Bést : lg‘esa“rde, D

Very sinoerely yours,

" Nehemiah Robinson.

[N
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?ebrﬁary 2, 198

“Mr. A, Eastorman

World Jewish Congress

65 New Cavendish Street
London W,1, Great Britain

‘}Qear_ﬁr@,Eaeterman,”

- 1. Thank Jou for xeur lettera of January 20 and 23.

-} attach heroto ‘copy of the letter. I received from
the Btate Departmsnl. No report was attached thereto, as no-
- thing elsé was: apparently contained ‘there than was - said in: th@ >§

x 'nuld lxks to 1nforn u that the Amerioan Jevznh
:Cammittee's report for the year: a8 earried by the New.
_’!ork 'finep. Jan. 13, eonta&aa the teilemins passz.ge: o

'Greeka Promiae Progertz

“;Xr. Blanstean raported that ?romxsr whemiataoleg _
- Rpheulds of Greege had given personal assurances o thov
. -Ameriocan Jewish Committee representatives 4n Athens
‘that ‘the Greek Government soon would .implement a law
adopted in 1948, which awards heirless property of Jews
- ¥311ed by the Nagle to the OGreek Jewish commun ty for
 use 1n rehabilitation of anrvlving Greek Jewa. BEENR

Iea are, no aeubs, well 1n£ermed abeut the problem of

" g‘;;r~st1tut1en An the British’Zone. It ie the contentien of &1l
- local Jewish -organizations that the unification of the USA and .

‘British Zones should ¥ lead to uniform restitution legislatian.
Ve thsagha, therefore, that such a suggestion should be made -

‘i"f{wformally or informally = by the WJO. It would certainly be very -
‘* ¢_he1pfa1 1f you eoula dznausa th&n queat&on with Mr ﬁeNetl L

As 1 havexindicated before, the HB drart vas amended to meet

§77ithe objections :@f the British agalnst a too strong ¢lause of .
. presumption, The provision of the USlaw concerning the assign-.

ment of masterlese property gives the British the possibility of

'~.§ﬁx4a different approach from the one sdopted in the UBZone, Af this
. should be necessary. Thereis, thus, no reasen“qgg the British

“should enaot thelr own. law and not simply promu

. 11 ate the USA
- 'gona aw, i
P.S. A

Attached Mesar 7“«4 v/‘wg With kindest regards,

| NRilk »;L M. Motsads o bl 1702

WY
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January 7, 1948

M., 8ylveiln CAHN-EEBRE
Congree Julf Nondial

78 Ave des Champs Elysées
Paris 8—eme, France

Dear Mr. uann~nebré,

' "1, Some time ago yeu wrote me about the
Hungarian %Gold train®, I attach heretc sopy
of a report whioch appeared So-day in the JTA.

I eould not verify the story, but am trying to
do 80.

2. Many thanks for your detailed letter
of December 23 concernlng the affalr Moissis,
I agree with you that Mr. Moisslie did not bekavsa ‘
a8 befitted a true representative of an affiliation of
the WJC, I would appreciate any further Anformation
yen nay hava on the subJact. _ ‘ y

" Best faéarﬂﬁ.‘7'ﬂ
:?eryfﬁﬁnéérely yours,

Nehemiah Robinson
NR: 1k tah Robinac
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January 16, 1948

Pr. F.R. Blenenfeld
World Jewish Congrees
56 New Cavendish Street
London V.1, Gr. Britain

Dear Dr. Bienenfslﬁ,
Some time age we received a letter from the newly estab-

" lished Restitution Office of the Ceatral Committee in Warsavw,

br. Braaalotr sent me a cepy of a similar letter you had
received, To judge from this letter they do not intend to
engage in the kind of work we are interested im, namely to
assiet abeentees (especlally DP's) with money and counsel

in the £4ling and progsecution of their claims, I reallze that
this 48 a #ifficult task and that they may not have the ne-
cessary material, means and personnel for this kind of work.,
However, we should try to induce them to do. aemething for the
Polish Jews in Germany, Austria and Italy, and may be also
An other countries. I wrote to them in this sense. However,
the experience we all had with Poland deoes not 1ndicate

that s matter could be dealt with threugh corraapondenee.

A few weeks ago I sent you a copy of & ‘memorandum I

. suhmitted to the Polish Embassy in Washinton dealing with

roblems of court costs, taxes and lawyers' fees. As you
ow, the Association ar Polish Jews submitted such a memo-

" randum months ago (I 4id not do it because I felt that this
may jeopardige our request for the extension of the deadline)
‘and thelr demands were turned down, I suspeet that the -
Central Committee was wither against this plan (for fear of

- being accused An assisting Jews who fled Poland) or did not

support 1t. I am afrald that 1f our request mxs will not find
their suppert we will not succeed. You realize that this mat-
ter eould not be dealt with apprapriately otherwise than by
personal contact. .

We dlscussed these questions and Dr. . Kubawitskl suggested
that I should write you and agaln request you to conslder the

- possiblity of your going to Wareaw, At earlier ocoasions you

4id not react to 1t favorably because you thought there might
be a possibility of eolving these problems through a discussion
during the Third Session of the Ruropean Council, I do not

WIC <43
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© HRilk

know whether you had an opportunity . to dlscuss
thoroughly these problems with Mr. Berman and what

- the result thereof was.

I would apgyzgl;te your oplnion on the propeaal
etter, .

2. Attached please find an excerpt from yesterday's JTA
referring to Hungarian property in French ocustody. You are,

‘no doub$, famillar with this questios. You know that we were
- .trying so establish the principle that only such property

should be restored to Bungary the ownere of whieh are alive.
there., We took this position toward the Americans and ~

';as you know - the portion of the Bungarian train which was
in Ameriean cuetody was to be handed over to the IRO for

Jewieh organizatlena.

. I eontaoted Er, Gshn~Debré ln tnis natter and suggested
that he make the mecessary inquiries about ik it, Dr.

~ Kubeowltski suggests, however, that strenger representation

.should be made with the French authorities in the sense
indicated above. He feels that these representatitns should
be made by you and that you ahenla go to Paris aa soon as
,*pasaible ror this pnrpece. ‘ :

v

i . Beat ragarﬂs.

Ibura verr aineerely, o

 Nehemiah Robinson
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Jsnuary 20, 1948

br. F.R. Bienenfeld
World Jewish Congress
BS New Cavendish Street

.ALnndon W.1l, Great Britain

'Dear Dr. Blenenfeld,

Many thenks: for your detailed report on the meeting
af January 20 }

' I agree with yeu rully that the WJC must be represented
in the set-up of the "Claiments Office" and that our point of
view relating to the fate of masterless propertles should be

181 zed as strongly as poesible. I do not understand, however,
hy the other organizations do not join in this actlon. It would
seem to me that Af this were the unanimoue opinion of =sll bodies
present at the meetlng, 1t may carry greater weight with the
Brttish

: 1 racelved meanwhlle a copy of the report by the Counocil
on the same meeting. I was somewhat puzzled to find out that
© the two reports differ to a certain extent in their contente.
-I understand that thls deviation is based in part on the *
necessity for the Council to underscore its importance, For
instance, the report of the Council states that Mr, Hampshire
declared to have promieed to submit the draft to Mr. Alexander
for ite ®Stellungnahme." If this is correct, I wonder why the
other Jewish organlzations should not be granted the same
privilege. Furthermore, the Couneil's report stipulates that
the United Restitution Qfflce was agreed upon to be the nucleus
of the proposed new body and that the Counoil will work out
"tertigen Plant® thereof and submit to the other organizatien.

: The Gouncil reports furthermore about a prellminary ,
meeting of the Jewish organizations held on Jan. 19. I wonder
wvhy the question of uniform legislation in the USA and Britiah
Zone was not discussed either there or later (on Jan. 20). - Wfere
there Specific reasons for this reticence? _

: I hepe thet you will be able to secure, through Gol
Solomon or otherwise a copy of the draft before it i1s submitted
to the Laender, Obviocuely, the British would not be willing to
dmprove on a draft they transmitted to the Germans.
~ , Beet regards,

Bincerely yours,

NR:LK | ) Nehemiah Robinson
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EOTES Oil m KEE?ING OF REPBESW'I‘A!EIVES OF TEZE AMEICAH JEWIBB GOMTTEE_L

' AﬁERIGAH JEM&K 005?3&@& JEWISH mmor JOIET DISTRIBU'XION COMMIET TRE,

| womm JELSH cmmsss

July 1?, 19&6 - B&ltnoro Hebel
" ~;§mssxar: : B

T smerlcen Jawish cmitt.ee - Simm sagal '

American Jewish' cengereme w  Leuls Lipsky, Moir Groasma.n

Jewish Agenoy for Palestine = - Dr. Leo EKchn '
~ Jaint Distributia Cemmitteo « Josaph C. Hyman, . Moaes 8, Lesvitt .
. Wm'ld Jawish Cmgress S :"Er. Osoar Karbach, Dr. Hehenﬁk Bobinsan;sﬂ

o.nd Hax Lowenthal :

ot e ¢

"j’ anmmieatims frm Rahhi Bematein wers read vmé diswsﬂedo

‘Repr 'aevntatives of the wganisat.ims liatee\ abcve, egreed to‘ sp'

owonthal dealared that if he :la appranhed by tha War Depamnent ha would
L3 oansider the aooopta.nea ‘of ‘the appalntment offered bn the terms’ stipnlatea
' nstein's oable. An exeha.nge ot‘ viaws e t.he tasks end &ntiea of Mr.

Loee e . . o
SRR TR . L
-y W W mh W W

e m ‘maz empaamxm BUBINESS LAWYBR' FGRHER"# a_ocxms ‘LATB JUBGE JULIKE
‘,,,mx ROBERT SZ0LD WITH CONSIDERABLE EXFERIENCE BOCNOMIC PROBLEMS stop

o 'mmm FIRST WAR ON GOVERNMENTAL MISSIONS FOR STATE WAR OTHER DEP/RTMENTS
., stop  DURING PRESENT WAR SERVED DIVISION CHIEF FUROPEAN- LIBERATI N PROBLEMS
.. GF BOMRD ECQNGMIC WARBARE stop = NOW INFORMALLY DRAFTED BY SENATE HOUSE

' "-;comrrmza ‘ON’ PENDING LEGISLATION stop FINE BEWISH BAOKGROUND step EOPE

THAL WILL BE PERSUADED BY WAR DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT ASSIGNMENT AND
- URGE YOU REQUEST WAR DEPARTMENT OFFICIALLY APPROACH HIM stop AGENCIES
' SATISFIED LOWENTHAL BEST MAN FOR mmsx OUTLINED YOUR mes step

m.ﬁasx mm mamm STEPS Ym Tm '
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. To3 Mbm's of the Office cmmm : &mt 1z, 1*346
 Froms. ﬁe&amh Rebmm 4 . ' :

: (L@gal adviser on Je*sﬁah affairs %&»Gen; M} .

T énoke w ﬁr. mamm xmt waght mxa fm& k= to he vory mlmtaat am@ma :
‘the problems ivvolved, ¥r, Lowsnthal believes $had since he will be an ﬁfﬂm _
 of the HMilitsry Govermmend he mrt Be very ocsubtlous in desling with privete ore
R «;‘gmim%ima. s mzm we, however, %o send him « brief survey of the main
“questions’ involved, to ensble him to mske s distinction heiween the kore and

" lesa impovtant matbers. I et hir n speclally propared memorandum and attached

“therete a munber of additionel mzm, mm onr draft of o Mw, qb-

- «.3{:{._aamtivms M&m their dmm, etes

I wan smmt amm to ms&vs a eall fyom Nr. Lamtml on Saw

© neking w8 for a personnl m2eting as soon a9 possidle, I found sut that! the :
j«zm.mn far his a!ma@e of mind wa3 a seebing he had in Yashington ‘on Priday,

Be *mt in wiﬂa seweral officlals of the Bbate and War Dopertmente sad during

o ebds Hosmemdinger stated he should call on me if he wiehed o be

-ﬁmemeéﬂ in m. mitor of indempifisation, I lsarned that msn aofficial of

the Militery CGoveroment of Gemany (¥r. Reneoll) sme coming to ¥achington to

. ‘_éﬁmxa the problems end that Wy, Lowenthal woo advized not o damﬂ :ar

. Gormeny until the amm of Hr, Mw}.l. . ‘

C'In Swo meetings we disoussed the malim- pmhlm of mstmzmm, ssgweially wiﬂm
o tha v&m& af Wﬁﬁs egalinad $he theals held by the Cermane end the A onn

. officksls; I also sugplied hia s*ziﬂh a«aﬁxam mﬁmaal on hdmiﬁmﬁm
amﬁ al’l. palated MW« : ; «

" ¥p, Loventhal left for zsamm last night and axpmm Leave for %mmv
 goon. His ammt cegms t0 be official, @mﬁm&amm@a&aw

- tafuembial peapls as possible in Tashinglan,

86 far ns -1 ‘meow, ¥r, Lovenths eiiﬁ nod gwa in toush with athm- .fwiah ama»
- nications as yebs He aaaea aa mrwaly to keep all infarmation mntamaa
herein wmm :

i
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¥r, Oscar Gass

The Jewish Agency for Palestine
2210 Magsachusetis Ave., H,.¥,
Waahington 8 D G. : :

‘ Dear Sir:

Your lottsr of August ééth addmseed to ¥r, Williem Barth
was passed on to me, There is no persgon by the name of William
Barth in the services of the World Jewish Congress, I assume,
ths letter was destined for Dr. Frank Barth of the Amsrican -
Jewish Conference. Nevertheless, since the problems dealt with
in the attached memorandum fall within the field of my activity,

"I take the liberty cf submit*ing to yau the Follewing brief eb~

aermtions:

1 ragret :Lt 'm:vy mueh that the Jewish ergazximtiom con-

- cerned with internal reparation (i.ndemnificatien in the broesder

senge of tlie word) in Germany did not try to egree on s common
program to be sutmitted to. Hr. Max Lowenthal before his departure,

. Actually, he probably took with him ﬁvergent proposals which

will hi.nder rathar than facilitate his task,

1) The primary obggct;v‘e; '

Although I (slong with others) may agree with you concerning
the justice of your primary objective of the program of internel
reparation, I consider it unwigse to proclaim it at the present -
moment, You know that the main difficulty encountered in regerd
to restitution and compensation is the argument that ths realiza-.
tion of thig demsnd will ruin the CGerman economy, simee 1t will
require large transfers abroad (see point 7, par.II, point 1l etc.
but also peint 22). This attitude should net surprise enyone who
recogniges that the United States and Gr. Britein spend two killion
dollars yearly to maintsin the occupation army and to pay for imports
into Germany, and that these two nations are unwilling to spend more.

It is, theret‘ore, ny contention that there is a falr chance to effect
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restitution and compensation on the condition ounly thut we succeed

in convinecing the Amerlein suthorities that this will put no addition-

al burdsn on the precarious psying balance of Germeny, et least @0

long as the present plight prevails. HNo doubt, the situation may snd

‘®ill chinge in due courge. Your prismery objective mey, howevsr, be

" apt to delusy eny solution until such & tiwe when its realizstion becomes.
posgible, but I do nod beliave that mtema}. repamticn can wait that

. long.. - : . .

2 Ih

: By cnntact with v«ricua groupa of Gorman Jowa leaés me to assume
- thet the scheme proposed under points 8- (group settlsment of the
claims). hag certain advocates emong the Gorman Jews in Palestine, but
‘48 vigorously opposed by others. I,personally, em of the opinion that
it ip vather imposgible to exclude individual’ clamnts, eapmially
in’ Viaw of ths 1ack at‘ manimity among them,

. It is probably ef no avai}. to discuss ak length sll aspeata of

‘the problsme. I attach herewith a copy of my draft for a law on .

internal reparation (indemnification) which desls with them, You :

- will pse how the solution is enviaagad. Of course, it is unknown how
: the ﬁﬁancan wuthoritms wn.l react toward suach pmpoaala. A :

Sincemly yours,

arths . Nehemish Robinson .
ancl, o oo ‘
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. June 4$h, 1952
Mr., %14 Hathan |
Foreign Ministry of lsrael

Dear Elit '

4 reeaivad ym detailed lotter of 27 May concerning ths prodlem of claiming
1iftvans which were eonfiseated in Trimte. It would appear to me that there ig
really ns conflict between the settlement with the Itallan Government and the.
reeommendntions which wore worked out in The Hagme, I understand the Italian
Government to be prepared to compensate for loases. which regulted from acts by
Italdan anthoritics or based on Italian law, The Hague recommendations are exclu-
sivoly eorcernsd with responsibility for acte of the German Reich and Gsrman aubho-
rities. In the case of Trieste, 1t would eimply mean the confiscation of Umpugszut
by the Adriatisches Kommando. I have not gethered from your letber that the Italian
Government is ympand to mmpsnsate fer the conﬁaeatian of 1iftvane by cha Gemn
ant&zoritie . .

It veuld. ﬁeem %o us, therefore, that. all that may be neodsd at the mmnt is a
clear atatement to the Italian authord ties that the Haguo negotiations 4o mot oon~
corn wtmng ather ‘ahaa eanpanaanon for acte of the ?mm Reieh or um German .

Agy. 1

It ia eertain!.y elear that at no‘time a4d the German mlegatmn in The Hagm
agree to reecsmmend the assumption of Uity by the Bonn Government for aets com-.
mitted in aam;ais& territories by the satellite governments, There would ‘therefore
appear 0 be no ¢onfliect between the implemsntation of the Italian Peasd Tmaty and
the carrying out 6f th® rocommsndations ae phmaed in The Ha,gu.e, with mspeeh to
"the Reich acta of wnfiaeauon. - _

It 4a ‘nknly that by the time th!.a letter reaches yau, ve wuld. know about the
formal resumption of negotiations with the Germans. If there are any further points,
or ghould you conclude that our interpretation of your letter 1s mot comet, wouldn!'¢
1t be better to discuss this isme with our delegation in The Hague and then arrive
 at a joint regommendationt There 1s no doubt that ths Germans would zgree to any

language which weunld imply a lesoaning of thau reaxaonsibnieies.

L Sincerely yours,

. gaul Kagan
SK:AUN ‘ -
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E IJQOBLE& oF I A&u DONED JEISEH PROPERTIES IN GREACE

Introddctbry‘OﬁsérVatiohs

- : Accordlnrr to the off1c1al enlistment of thQ populatlon of Greec‘
of the year 1928, The total mumber of Jews living in Greece during that
year amounted to 72791. This population was oroanised in 24 communltleq
recognised by the Greek Law (basic law no.2456 of the year 4920) as. lega
persons of vublic right. . - ‘

. From these communltles, the most important one numerically and”,
from all other aspects, and especially economlcally, was the Thessaloriki
- Community numbering according tothe same statistics as the above mention
. 56120 Jews, that is the 77% of &ll the jewlsh population of the’ country..
Owing to the law vital standard and to the emigration current towards-E'
-lestine, remarkable especislly from the year 1932 and afterwards, the Jje
ish population of Greece did not' increase essentlally during the period
following the enlistment of 1928, and so the given statistical numbers may|
be considered as valid also for the year ﬂ045, date which marked the begln s
ning of the deportatlon ald extermlndtlon of the Jews of Greece by the G
mans. - ‘

‘ . . Prom the 901nt of view of PCODOWiC and professional comp081t10
. the- Jews of Greece were mostly merchants gnd handlcraftsmen.ﬁ @age~earnlr
- workmen existed in ‘important perceﬁtaae in the JGWlSh communltles of Thes
’Salonikl and Cavalla. ,

oL Exceptinﬁ the town of Thessaloniki, where of the 56000 Jews about
the half inhabited in communel, municipal and governmental quarters, the
. rest of the/ Jewish population because of its widdle class composition and -
_its traditions inhabited mostly in self-owned houses. The advice of -the

Talmud that the Jew of the Dispersion place his property 1/3 in real esta-
tes, 1/3 in merchandlse and the last third in gold, was not disdained by
‘great part of the jews. TIn the small communltles 1t was even a rule that -
: the jews who were not entlrely needy inhabit in a self-owned house. - So if
.we except the about 25000 jews (25000 jews of Thessaloniki who as we saw
above were established in communal quarters) about the 70% of the other - |
50000, that is about 35000 persons corresponding to about 7000 families had
an equal number of self-owned houses. One half from those corresponds. to R
" jews of Thessaloniki and the other half to jews of the other communities.
This number of about 3500 real estates in Thessaloniki approaches the im-:
ppovised enlistment made during German Occupation by the Jewish ProPertleaé
Administration Bureau in Thessalonlki and which only on the basis of the :j
declarations of christian holderskudve a number of jewish real estates ex—
ceedihg 2000. If this number of 2000 real estates 1s supplemented with =
the pumber of those non-declared by tiheir holders it will approach the nuw;
ber of 3500 real estates aopearinD by the in the above way made estlmqtlor‘
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versecutions

- The externinating oersecutlons of the Jews of fGreece begun on darch

- 1943, gave the following results regarding the persons and the properties.
a) Regardlng the persons. From the 73000 Jews, about 63000 were deported and
: Xterminated im Birkenau (Upper Silesia) by the known method of asphy

- .gases. The other 10000 remained alive, from which 8000 escaped arres

‘and.death by taking refuge in the mountains of Greece, or hiding themselves
in various hiding places ‘especially in Athens, -and the other EOOO arrested,
gurvived and returned from the concentratlon camps of Auschwitz, Blrmenau, nd
Bergen-Belsen.

b)) Revardlna the ﬁrogerties.. The . 15—98¢ of movable property dlsappedred and
especlally either was pillated by the Germans (as to the most luxurious and
easily transportable goods) and by the native population, or distributed af-
ficially by Hellenic Goverrmental Authorltles among the christian population,
the Hellenic FPhilanthropic Institutions and fhe Hellenic Governmmn tal Ser-,g
vices ( as in the case. especially of Janina, Arta, Preveza)

The p rcentape of 2-5% of the surviving movable deW1Qh propertles be~
longs to Jews of Athens in the first place, and to the survivors of the Com-
munltles of Larissa, Volos, Halkls, Triccala and Patras who had entrusted _
their properties to tried christian frlends who in many cases returned them»h
all or in part after the liberstion. ‘ ’

Bstimetion of the value of Jewish Prqpertles. Statistics given on the value
of Jewish Properties in ;reece, do not exist either coumpletely or nearly ac— .
curdbte, There did not exist in Gfeece a taxation on the capital, on the ba-
sis of which a relative estimation of the value of jewish prOpertleo may be
made; the ewtra tax. lHyOQ@d in 1923 on the capitsl had such & failure on -its
application that the given conclusions cannot constitute a base for any estlnv
nablon. o o ; -

The - only possible and relatlve¢y vcluabLe basis for the estimation of
the gewlch properties. in Greece 1s based on the value of the 7000 jewish real!
estates and the presumed proportion of jewish settlements in real estates and
of,settlements in movable property. With that basis we may come to the follo!
wing conclusions. The 3500 3ew1qh real estates in Thessaloniki estimsted be—
fore the wao, 'let 5008 ezch, give a total dmount o

:  500%3%500 . = 7500004

The rest of 35 OO jewish real estates of the other COll A ' - L

nunities estimated before the war {because of their much ' : g -

q&aller value) about 200 each give the total amount
200X3500 =

oaooos?

- : " If this 4mOUn+ of °4709®O£ represents, fol]ow1n5 t,e‘%bove es UOSl- |
tion, the 1/3 of the total Jewish. prOHQrty, we come to the conclusion that
before the war the value of the mOdele property amounted to about

, 5000p00 %
the real estates property to about ; - . 500000% _
. and the totul movable and real estates property sumount to. ( OO F

, The above amount; owing to the presumed basis of its estimation, wusg
for & quite serious Y\ercem:ag;,"e be far from the reality. Knowing, homever,
tiiat Oul" 45 gew1sh commercial firms of Thesssloniki disposed of real es- =
tates and movable | ronmvtles of a value of 1000000& we may pretend that the *f
amount of 7500000i posalbly "Q_}n ?gr but in no case superior to the realis)
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. ' Actuzl situation of the rescued

[jewish property'in resl estates : : - R o

The Germans dld not officially seize and confiscate the Jewish
movable and real estates properties but ertrusted their administration to
the Greek Public Treasury. ”he’Greek overnemtn of the German Ocuupation
period published two laws under the numbers of 205 of 1543, and 1180 of"
1944 by whigh they . fixed the way of that administration. In spite, however
of that regulatlon the movable property almost entirely disappeared, and
the property in real estates remained without any real admlnistratlon, and .
' attentlon. Immediately after the deportation of the Jews, Greek privates
established themselves ‘in the jewish houses and stores.either after offi-
cial concession from the Greek Authorities or by arbitrary occupation, or
even by requisition from' German Military Occupation Authorities. Excepting
the town of Janina, where after the deportation of the jews the Greek Au- =
thorities made an enlistment of the Jjewish real estates which resulted -in
449 houses and 100 stores in no other town was such an enlistment and ad-
ministration made. In Thessaloniki, sfter the deportation of the Jjews, the
holders of jewish real estates were invited by the Greek Authorities to
make relatlive declsrations.: Only 200C holders responded to this invitatior
and no control of any kind was made Tor the ascertaining of thre non-presen-
ted decl&batlons. ' . ' S

: By cheral rule, the ureev Autlorltles, durxhg the German Occu-
pation perlod and after the liberation, never cccupied themselves with the
enlistment, admlnlstratlon and care o the jewish properties in gemeral.
‘In that way, those even today remain substantially under no admlzlotratlon
and cere, even though typically and following the laws published ‘during.
the occupation-and after the liberation, the Public Treasury is in charge
of that administration. Ixcepting a few cases, the holders  of the jewish-
real estates do not pay any rent for their use and nobody annoys them for
tue regulation of their 51tuatlon.

This sufficiently'unpleasant state of things béecame even worst.
viithh the publication some weeks ago of the law no.484 on "forced shelter-
Ing" by which all requisitions ma de during the occupation period not only
by Greek but also by German Authorities are still legal and valid, regard-
less 1if those sheltered are worthy or not of that forced shelterlng— This
fact not only renders the jewish houseq substantlallJ unproductive but. has
also trazic consecuéncrs from a meral point of view, for the understanding
of which I cite the following characteristic examgle. The known layyer of
- Thessaloniki ever memorable Yomtov Yacoel arrested in Athens with all his
familv and relatives of 14 in all persons by the treacherous cooperation
of .an Armenian called Bodourian,was deported to Poland where only one ,
young relative of his escaped exterm1ndtlon and having survived and alres-
dy returned to Thessalonlki, found established by German Requ181tlon in
her house on Amalias Street the family of the traitor Bodourian. Given :
then, that accordlng to Greek rules this girl, being alaone cannot ask her
reestablishment in as big a space as is Decescary for her, that is one L
room of the apartment, Shu is obliged, unfortunately, to cohabit with th
the family of her famllv S executloner, who sheltered by the Gerwan Auth
rltle%, contlnues to be protected also by the laws of Independent Greebe.
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Restltutlon of propertleq to _SuL ~vivors or to their rerr kentatives

A As soon as dfter the liberation of Greece, the exiled SGreek Gover-
nment of Mr. Papandreou came bhack from abroad, without coming in any con-
tact or to any understanding with the intérested jewish circles, it. hurried
to publish the law no. 2 of Hovember 14, 1944 on the restitution of confis-
cated Jewish properties to thelr reappearlng surviving proprietors. Owing
however, to the haste with which this draft of law was constructed, the
abolition of the law 205/1943 by which the jewish properties of Macedonla
and Thrace had been put under the administration of the Greek Public Trea- -
sury, was omitted. A consequence of this omission was that all the Jewish .
properties of these provinces, ‘remained under the administration of the = |
.Greek Public Treasury and especially those in Thessaloniki: where they ‘cons~'
tituted the 80% of all jewish propertles and where the surviving jews could

not ask for the.restitution of their properties since the law on their con
fiscation was sti111 valid. After persisting and exhausting interferences
of the Jewish Central Board and of the especislly interested Jewish Commu-
nity of Thessaloniki the law 337/45 was published in May 1945, by which the
law 205/43 of the occupa®#fon period was abolished and the application of th
law 2/44 was extended also on the jew1sh propmrtles of Macedonla and -
Thrace. - :

' As for the rroceedlnms dnd the substantial results of the restitu-
" tion of jewish properdiis, we must make a dlstgnctlon between the real es~ .
tates and the movable property.

As for the real estates. The proceedings of the restltutlon were 51m£le .
and rapid, thls result being obtained by a communication to the Jewish Pro-
perties Admlnlstratlon Bureau, of a declaration made by the. interested own-|
er, that he has réturned and takes charge again of the adwministration of - hi
real estates, after which decluratlon, the Jewish Properties Administration
Bureau does not interfere any longer in the administration of those estates
As for the substantizl results, this restitution was almmst platonic. Be-
cause if on one part the real estute (house or store) is occupied by the
0ld tenants of the jew, owing to the valid moratorium, the returning Jjew
has no other right than to collect  especielly from Kovember 11, 1044 and
afterwards, (because the debts in drachmas anterior to that ddte were anni-
hilated owing to the monetary stabilisation) the rents which following the |
the mordtorlum are for the houses the same as before the war, and for The‘;{
stores 50% more than before the war, and which rents in most cases owing .~
to the fall of the buying power and of the new drachma do not corresoond
“even to the 1/80 of the gre-war ones. If on the other pa rt the veal estat
is occupied by new tenants established after a- requialtlop by the Greek or

German AutuO’ltleo, the rCobltutlon is again and by wajor ceuse symbollc, R
because asg already exposed; all These reﬂdloltJOLu were ieclared valid by
the law 484/45 and oonsequehtlv the reappearing. jewish owner does not have .

the right to abk the fixation of a vert which' cannet be superior to fthe one
fixed hv the morctorlum. ’ : ,

he restitution of the 3ew1sh comver01el enterprises has a relatlve;
1y more substential importance. After the @gsortation of the jews, the Gev'
mans delivered, in Phessaloniki only, 2000 commercial enterprises, under-
the type of "aduwinistration™ to- ﬂhristlan Greeks, who demonstrated that
they offered services to the German Armies of Occupqtlon. These jewish
stores were full of merchandise of zreat value in their totality. However
only for -a part of this, was the restitution mdde on the basis of orotocol ¢
- recording the merchandisé and instalments found in the store and deleered'%
- to the "asdmirnigtrator', because in most cases the stores appeared. empty
‘were delivered without drawing sny protocol. 4s for the stores for which
protocol hsd been drawn, the ”admlnlbtrator” sold the delivered goods in

i
|
4
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such a way, that at the presen nt time, substantially , the former owner of,
"the commerciszl enterprise of his jewlsh representative may hope only for |
the restitution of the store euwpty, and maintain a revendicetion for an
-indemnity against the aunlnlsfrator who is of course inslovent,

“

o About 50 such "restitutions" of cammerCWdl enterorlses had
- beén made uhtil February 1945, since then and until. October 20, 1945, 7
others. .The other about 250 jewish petitions submitted for tbe restitu-

tion of commercial. enterorlseQ, renalned still undispatched because of
the dissolution of the o0ld Jewish Properties Admivistration Bureau in The
saloniki which happened in. the meantine. This Bureau recently PPOPgaFlm
sed began to funciton more sysbematically and succeeded in ul@uatcblgg in
a- few days, &bout 20 of the for months unse+t1ed petitdons.

The restitution is mede either to the former Jew1;h owner if b

-survived, or to =z trustee of his, appointed by the Trlbunal ~given that
he isa relative tlll the fourth degree. ‘ _

‘Plans for the administration of

the abandoned jewish properties

Cy

: Beln@ aware of the weakness and 1uck of 1nte“est of the. pubklc
services to secure a diligent administration and preservation of the -
~jewish properties having remalned without legal holder as a cnnqequenoe

of the german persecutlons, and desiring to succeed in the enlistment and
grouping of these, we proposed to the areek Government almost 1mmed1ately
after the liberation, the foundation of an "Autonomous Organisation for'
the Administration of Abandoned Jewish Properties" and submltted +to the
coupetent Ministry of Filnm ce and Ministry of Cults a relative ready draft
of lzw foreseeing all about the foundation and functioning of this organi-
sation, and followed by a relative explanative memorandum. This proposi< -
. tlon was not adopted then, by the ;overnment. One of the reasons of the
failure of thak plan was the conteraction made against it by some 01rcles'
of the Jewish Community of TheSSlenikl, who, noved by selfish motives,
claimed for them only the right of interesting themselves to the fate of
the abandoned aeW1sh propertzes of Thessaloniki, fearing that those may .
come finally to the totality of the surviving jews, whereas to their opi--
mion, such a right must be recognized only for the unfortunately few hun-
~dreds of the Whessalonlki survivors. These circles maintained that in
" each jewish community, a prlvate Organisation for the Administration of .
Abandoned Jewish Properties is founded, whihc will profit of the perchance
attained congessions of those to the connunwty, by the qovernwent. This
concession, if adopted, would result in:

1) the abendoned properties of zreat value of Thessaloniki will come to
1500 jews who survived and reestablished themselves agaln in Thessaloniki.
2) the exclusiom from a happenlnv concession, of the Jews of Tgeosolonlkl
who are not today established in that town.

3) the abaudoned ppoPertles of the almost completely eytermlnﬂted 3ew1sh
communities. will come to- sone .persons’ (for example 3 in Serees, ? 1n Hanlc
140 in Janina, 130 in Corfou, 35 in Arta, 9 in Preveza)

4) to render impossible the planning and 8ypllCdthD of a single Great, )
plan of definite rehabilitation of the survivors from the persecutions. of-
the jews of Greece, having as ecouomlcal basis: tie abandoned jewish pPro-

»pertles. A 43;7 . ‘ _
| | wWic cq4
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This narrow conception of things and the consewuent oountprac—

tion, brought about the temporary fallure of the plan about the foundation

of the Autonomous Organisation for the Administration of Abindoned Jewish

'Properties, and the prolongation for unfortunately some months, of the lack

of any interest and of any care for the enlistment, grouping and diligent
administration of these progerties, adminlotratien which would be success- .
ful only with such an Organisation, governed by Jews under the control. of .

the, Government. One year already after the liberation, the jewish proper--
ties of great value and especially the real estates, remain without adminir
tration and attention, and their value diminished dailyg owing to the da-=

mages and ruins brought about by their uncontrolled a001dental and arbltraa
ry OCCupdntS. A A '

This unfortunate state of things and the need for the foundatlon:
of a Special Organisation for the Administration of thé Abandoned Jewish -
Propertles were understood already by experience, and theggompetent public
services, among which is also the Director of the Abandoned Jewish Proper—:

ties Adminlstratlon Bureau, proposed by means of a.report to the Mlnlstry ;

of Flnance, the foundatlon of such-an Orvanisatlon.

Definite fate of the abandoned jewish properties

Accordlng to the law no. 2210 of the year 1920 on the by 1ntes—
tate hereditary succession, relatives of the deceased are recognized as
legal heirs in a straight altogether line, almost ublinited; sideways un-
til even the fourth de@ree (cousins)e In the case. of the absence of such

reletives, the Greek Publlc Treasury becomes the heir.

The massive extermination of whole Je»lsh families and venera-A',
tlons resulted naturally in the inexistence of relatives as legal heirs, .-
for a guite important part of the exterminated Jews and in the call of the:

‘Greek Public Treasury to the inheritance of those properties. - The. Greek .~

Public Treasury aiming to the grouping and administration of those proper-
ties coming to it by hereditary right, orﬁanlsed a -special service resi-
ding in the Ministry of Finance and ruled by different laws the last of -
whlch is the law no. 5039 of 1939. ' o S 'ﬁ\

The JeWISh prOyertles ldvklnv relatives as helrs and comlng for
that reason to the owvmership of the Greek Public Treasury were not until- |
now, under the jurisdiction of a special service of the iinistry of Fi- .
nance (Serv1ce of the Admlhl°tratzon of non-claimed. 1nher1talces) for two"
reasons: a) because. the death of the owner of the. yroperty has not been :

| proved in a lawful wey (that is the drawing of a registered death deed, orf

the proclamation of the disappearance-of the supposed deceased by JJdlCqu
de0181on) and b) because the administration of zll Jewish abandoned proper

. ties ir general by a special service dCuODdlﬁ5 to the laws 205/43, 1180/44

2/4&,.and 337/45 is until rnow for't 1e ‘above exposed reasons only typical

and not real. The Central Board of the Jewish Communities of Greece, foun
ded in Cctober 1544, thet is a few days after the liberztion of Greece, . .
dudged that reasons of  expediency 1myosed the adaournment of the stirring -
up of the question of tLV defirite fate of dabandoned jewish properties be-~
fore Lhe Goverament snd the public opinilon, so it limited its activities:

a) to the definition OL the proceedlngs of the restitution of the froopr-'
tied to their surviving and returning former owners or their 1egal r@pre~r
sentatives (avgnts or judicial comnlsswonero) snd b) to the securing of 8.

diligent administration and preservation of those pronertles by - the, as .-

- bove mentioned and not yet a:§foved proposition of the foundation of ar .

Autonomous Organi@aflon for the Admlnlstrqtlan of Abandoned Jewish Pr0per~

i
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ties. However,~““631 al cogferences of the Board of the Zionist Organisa’
" tion of Greece reestablished in AtAens, occupled themselves from the fire
moment with this serious raestlon, and -traced the political direction -
. which would be followed in the future by the Centrzl Jewish Boamd. ~This
" political direction simed to 'the atteinment of the resignation by the .
Greek Public Treasury of ‘its hereditsry rights to the qupdoned Jjewish:
.properties, and to the by law concession of their owmership for tie defi -
nite rehabilitation of the uarv1vzuw jews. Tor the gupuortlnu of that -
request ought to be used as wmoral argumert that it is not logical ard
(does not agree with the moral traditions of the Greek State to want to
‘profit-of the misfortune which struck the Jewish populatlon of the coun~
try, for enriching the public treagury with the properties of its unfor—
tunate citizens and as le gal argument that the ureek Public Treasura = .
taxlng by law. barv - of th? adulnl stration of the jewish resl estates.
and movable propertles, is lezally responsible of the by negligence and =~ .
- consequent omission of profitable measures, occurlnr pillage and plunder .
of almost all Jewish movable properties made by the population. For th
partial =t least removal of that responsibility, ond rehabilitation of
the injustice made, the Public Treasury must gilve up its heredltary rlght
on the abandoned- jewlsh properties and dlSpObP them for the deflnlte re-"!
habilitation of the ourvuanO jews. :

-

For this corncess ion to be lesally and irﬂcfloallJ p0551ble, 1t
was 1ndlbren5dbLe to define from the flrst the legal pherson by whon the |
by law concession would be made. TFor thsat reqoon, the foundation of an
Agsocistion for the *&h*bllltdtlon of the Jews of Greece, on-the follow1n
basis was Taced: o

- 1) All jews living 1n Greece: before’ ueptember 1, 1“3} can Dartlclpate 1n
this Association. :
2) Bach jew member of the ASQOCldthn, w1ll have a social }¢rt *reater
for the head of the family and smaller for each member of the fam*ly-.-,w
3) Those who have cooperated with the ¢ongueror snd consequently are rich
and in no need of rehabllltatlon, cannot be members of the Association.
4) Upon,blvep grcsupsoq1ﬁlons, may be recognized members of the ASSOCl&—
tion, Jjews of Greece established in Palestlne before September 1, 1039,
hav:mO no property and being evidently in need of rehahllltatlon.

5) Every social part will be represented by an ownership deed nubllshed .
in the name of the beneficiary and not possibly tran51w1881ble w1thout |
the consent of the Administration of the Association. . o
6) By the decision of the madorlty of the members of the A33001at10n may
be decided the voluntary massive rehabilitation in Palestine, by the. - K
buying of a grest extent of land for th@ rural estdbllshment of the - mem~}
bers, by the Association. o ‘ , o 1@

After the byﬁlaw concession of the aneLShlp of the abapdoned

jewish properties to the Association, the Administration of the latter o

may immediately enter into negociaticns for a loan with the Great Jew1qh

Philanthropic Crganisations of the exterior (ex. Joint Dlotrlbutlon) on

a mortgage of its lagze property in resl estates, and begin its work on ﬂ

,the de?luzte renabllltatlon 1mmed1gtely after the conclu51on of the loen.

The llouldatlon of the real estdtes of the ads oclatlcn nust. be,
nade slowly and systeuatlcdllj o that no crowded offers end no reductiorn
of the prices occur, and can be prolonwed for a length of time which can :
laqt ten years. - ' : e

- 8 8

Preparatory work and attained results

B

' &JSC,CAF{ ~ The petition of the Jewish Central Board for the concession- of



http:defini.te
http:logic.al

N ST e S e ,4r -
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Govermment last Auzust. The result of those steps was the approval of a
decision of the Ministerial Council under the date of August 24, 1945, and .

mcommunlcated to the Jew1sh uentral Board by & document of the" hlnlstry of
J“lnance. : : . : B o

o

By this deClblOﬂ, the. :reek overrment declared hls r951gna—“

‘tlon of his hereditary rights on the abandoned jewish properties, and deci-

ded that all thess prowertles be dlsoosed foy phllanthr0p1c purposes orln—

fc1galiz JeWISh e o  «v_, - AT L g

As mav be ‘seen from the contents of the above deCLSIOM of the

:fwlnlsterlal Council not taking the type of a law and conseguently not esta-

blishing a definite armangement of the question occasioning no ‘legal ‘seques
tration for the Greek Public Treasury, it is divided in two parts. The

first mrt refers to the resignation by the. Greek Public Treagury of his.
 hereditary rights on the: aband@ned jewish proerties, = The second part re-

fers to the dlsgosal of those pcooert:es for "ghllanthroplc purposesAErln-

»_019allz Jew1sh” ' , o , : LT o

~ The Jewish Central Board made knomn unofflcwally to the Nlnié
ter of Flnance who had signed the above document, that the first part refer
ring to the. re51gnat10n by the Greek Public ;redsurv of his hereditary-

“rights on the abandoned Jewish properties is accepted by it, but the secoﬁc5
-part referring to the disposzl of the properties for phllanthroqlc purposes’

principally 3ew1sh is repelled it asked: that. this second part be changed

~and made to contain a formal declaration on the dlSpOSﬁl of these propertle

for the rehabilitation 'of the gews who survived. ' The agremments in-relatic;
with that question had already begun to tske a favourable appearanceg but-
the re81gnatlon of tne Greek Governmmah under Admlral Voulgarls aocurred

: ‘Side by 81de with the above act1v1t1eb and aiming a) to- the
encourauement of the predecessor government to the taking of the oursuited
de0181on and b) to the moral enchalplnv of the political parties for the .
parliamentary period following the carrying out of the elections, must he-
pursuited the signature by tﬂe Leaders of all yOllthQl parties of a Jecl%~]
ration approving the resigrdation by the Greek Public Treasury & all its .~

'

‘hereditary rights on the dbandoved Jewish grooortlea and the concession of

those prope f+1os for the rehabilitation of the jews who survived. Such

declarations. were sizned separately by alwmost all the leaders of the Politﬂ.
cal parties in Grecce, from the extreme right to. the extreie left, among .
the first belnb alqo tho already Praoldppt of the :overnment i o uaneIOQOueg
lss. ‘ S

This was the work - GCCJﬂfllbhed tlllthe present time for the

,flxstlon of the fate of the aew1sh properties in Greece. The problem was

of exceptional -importance and for its further effective confrontlng it is
necessary to accelerate the foundation in Athens of a special bureau for~ |
the 3‘5‘(:)].10!11'3&v of that quedtlon, foundation which was decided befweon the-
Jew1sh gercr ?or Palestine, and the ¥ Jorld Jewlsh Congress. L~

V&thens@ Hovember 15, 1945. . : o A ,ASCHER MQISSIS

PREST LT OF THE CENTRAL
BCARD OE THE JEWISH C N*UNITITQ;e
' OF. (3RW EVE

-



http:properties.be

Dﬁﬁg“wn DUB T JEWS . 1'2@fi025x

“'—“’- »

Fron 1958 to tne end of iie war, during the period of rqcial é13~
erimation and persscutions, the Jews of Rowmania have had to suffer
gggagegﬁdev§ried damages which might be classxfi@u wnder the follow-

me o«

g oivil ¢ eubles/’&une 1940/ pr ' '
194@ Jan‘ 1941, mass»killing /'JHQ;P giomea

ébsﬁg’midﬁl ing from displ t and d /i
ea res ng from 8 ac en and t ti Aug-
Oot, 1941-June T@ f a sportation us-

42 bew

wounded, 1ll-health ¢ v al; ~t3“,fallawing dxg lacemﬁnt :
or daportatian acﬁrinement n cemps, slave~work g 8- .
tauhmants / not %o mentian the graat "numbsr of consump—
tie‘ and syphiLis caused by extreea pove rhy. ‘

' lVct Q,hv tna State or autﬂor officiale under |
: ; [ 1 *Eurna or ‘paid for, This means

wpafrom the Jews,either by a
sgaeial law or by appliesnce of & law_on first instnce to
ews.»ln his ca egory are ‘als@ later evioted proper-

tlas which have been returned by law but “in faet are
ruin@d fe quote from tgis catwgery .

| a/‘*roaart / cattle wnd tools / fram landei Uco&s /TieLds

o orc&ar&&, vineyafds forests, etc./ as weli as Crops.
and tuelr preducs s,'alsa~t%o$e rathered gnd trgnspurteﬂ
to other places. / Deeree aau?/f94o and 5810/1

b/ .Iadustri%lf?lants and stock of raw mataxial and mre
chendise from memy factorics, especially tuose in re~
- lmtion 1o natnral pro&ucta/ﬁanrea 381@ 340/ ‘

13;1:'*0,n<~ ‘ W@ﬁially from Jsws, as the outfit of
%1t ry nebnitals /’S b, 1941/

obligationy to glve thaings genformin Deeres 2909 Qi
- Uot, 21 1241, with threat of confincaent in case of
ne araxecutlon. Hundreds of tnousmnds coats, sults,
shoes, linen, blankets,sheets 110ws and’so on, ware
given bv the J?as,grd wore Vaiue& then, as worn ob; g
jeocts as high as 1, 80@ 000.000,~ Lel. ~

4/ coufis cation of goods, ns : motor-cars, motorcyalesi
- cicles, srms, wireless-gets, caierss, akys- and” all the
oelanalngs tagen from &eoorﬁei Jeus.


http:all'&.ne
http:t.i~\.ry
mailto:tr@ns.:po:rted
http:damages,whi.oh

ﬁﬁ
117001

Ingomes tsken ev~3 by State f?om nroductlve operty 53 &
»ygropr'at@“ aven. tbfporarilg : gr ’

a/ from Landed property
S 02fioial statfﬁs astimated tﬂasa

goods,aocording to the then reé- -
duced’ §rices fixed by tae State
and which were to be

frozen stocks at 3%/ th were ‘
never issued by the way / and
taking into acecount the Jews of
Roumsnia orly, without thoge of

~ Northern Bugovina, Bessersbia :
and Trensylvenia, "to auch amou ts,
thet at an incote of o 56 1
four yesars, they repreaen 13~15

b/ from urban property

\\\\\\\\\\\\

milliarde.

e/’fram expregriated entarpzises, or aueh put under btate :
control.

) &/ fram securities/ of tue resl 8qtste urban Vredit of Jassy (

a/’ﬁilitar dutxea from 1&*16% added to orainary tpxes, on the
ingou® 0 f :A: aﬂwh had one member fit for militarz ser—
~viese, sped Ir u~50 years /- Baarea 4th BecamUar 19 1 T

b/’Jisgsnsation duties from slnve~mork eﬁtﬁbllﬂnﬁd by decision.
ne General Ucmmissary for the J&wa at, the }r@eidency :
of the Council of ﬁinjsters /'about 3 2illiards :

¢/ spegial contributiop of 4 1 illipr&s / of which about 8oo -
illiono were paid/ enforced by the P:@Qidency of tne
nouuai& of w@Waisters / | |

d/ obligation to subscribe te thﬁ Loan for Intsgration /'Desree
9th Avgust 1241/ for st laast four times the amount of diw
§a§} tazes awed by Jews /’g 1/4 milliards were thus subseri-

ed

e/ higher .riaa for bre&d pai% bv Jaws, and 80 on,

a/ Those sﬁifered b civil servants anﬁ priveate emplovees dis-
missed on accouwnt of the roumanibatlou of staffs, without
warning or r@trlbution ‘

b/ those suffered b{ mast lawyars eng ine@rs? Prc*itefts many
of the accountauls and pharwaceut gte, who wers not allowac
te follow thetr profession or by the doctors, dentists,ac-.
tors, musicians, writers, newspaper-men, waose pzactica was
liﬂi{@i to Jewish: uirclns,

8/ those suffered by persons dis>iaae caﬂfined in gnettoe&
or caups of Concen rtian, or éepcrteas

WIC ey
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d/'tﬁaae suffered by merchents, 1ndustria1$ and workmen ﬁg
were not allosed to exercise thelr commerce or wers not.
%ivan ray materials or authorisations to export~ import-
rensport goods ‘or buy foreign Currency, ‘.

'e/'thoae suffered by young men who were not allowed to con=
tinue tlheir StUuyé&
training,

. have lost several years Qf schoc -

ubiep, expenditure and dampres so varied that we cannot
c'aas,*y <¥&@.~T@”81 d enﬂy wention @

a/ Huge expenditure made b? the Je@s in order to rnview

- their citizenship and their wiversity iavrﬁes anﬁ ro=-
fegsional titles, according to the laws l g
4@1/1968 - uovenmw&t Goga~luza/

Phe ssme for the stabilisation of ‘the Juridical statute .
in confurmlt{ wi thDacree 2650/9th August 1940 / Government
gurty/ dito  with conteststionfor i

metto the law of eypropriati¥ily Mntonescu
b/’ﬁxpani re' 0f thé Jews sent to cesrcive abour and who
~ had to purchese their outfit and tools and support.themw
selves, the sums allaeateé* 8 few Lei a-day, eing totally
unadequﬁte ' , , :

¢/ the neeesaity iar most ef tnese Jew& to alase tmeir
o udertakings or mell them in order to have what to live om

ir
R@movina exoen@ea from the\ homes and and tresandeu& sume
for rents , negociated at free prices, the losses of havix
to sell at ruinous priea& in orc er. to be able to pay for
tnese rents, . o . : i

I 1 tne daﬁaggs afa?e-“uateé songern the Stﬁte or State foiu litiasv
- Lt makes no difference Yhat the State is Latally respcnsible '
1nst betwaen 1908-1941/ or pleads to have been under German 1n~
fluence, thlg does not coneern in;urad Jews,

II."The dwfages causad by privdta persons come under two 4enominationa.

a/ Phose caused. tarough collective or individugl acts of viglence
~as are hundred of crimes, lootings, violent diclaeations from
houses; suops, factarie&, ‘6B80D . of houses, sloﬁs, temples, aﬂd 80 ¢

b/ The obligation to sell al at ruihous rzceo under thrests or
yiolence y Or ti@ menage of exareprza ion or b@@f@iﬁﬁ In guxidica

fom.

Although tiese iHOtb could not have nop »aned it t*eg had met baen
sucouraged by the antijewish rsgime, wiic ‘wented a to al roumanisa-
- tion sud unished conceplment of Jewish goods under Roumsnian ngmes,
- still having been done by private persons, their authoru are fully
< raspoaaible beioru the law. |

X X -

WSC Sy
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A After h?Uﬁ”‘iaﬂ 5 8 ragation from the Gnrwaﬁa racigl d4is-
criminations ceased Lo be lawiul an&.the Jews were ’supposa to
get back tuelr rights, but in f c » thege restitutions. wers not
made good , and the leéss so the anbzes dus to them, but oﬂly

1n very small a neasurs, | , 4

| Re?ardinT the dispo&it40ns taken by tne State, the law of
December 19, 1944, Ho.” 641, ordered tie restitutien of properties
but an enaeftion Was maée fn favour of tenants like ¢ civil ser-
vanta, pensioned civil servents, disable! service-men, widos 19, orphans
- workmen, who neld tae houses from tae Stste, and were allowed "to .
hold them al lesst uwntil 1948, Sous. otners ii harmaceutists,
«no had to glve back tue bbesiees to their J9w1s owners, were

granted new licences , next door to the old ones, The State pald

no damages nel ther afa they refund tie iucowes tney th drawn , or
pay for valuanlea xzi@h had been stolen, : o

- In concern with privats persons, - ths law of 1 August 1948, '
Ng. 607, permitted in limited casezs, “the poss :1bility of cancellation
of transsctions coercive or ruinous, but the legsl procedure is so
fpielvad thatl very few law*%uits have been brought ot tbelr right-
ul end, '

- ﬁecantlg deaand ﬁas forwar&ed for ta@ restitution of some of
“the sums paid during those yesrs-of terror, / as taxes flor evs

Ction frsw gla V@~labour or eXxtraordinary Lmvxee / to the Federat sn of
the Yuion of Jemish Comiunitiss, Lhe answer of Lhe Presidenc af :
the Cowieil of Ministers wes that these sume are considersd !
eontribution to the war / the. war agalnst the Allies !l!/’and the
Jews ' 0u§ht to agpra clate tuat tﬁ@y were not sent to die in the

war T .

. The. wtai&s leht of view thus exsressed wannot be caﬁciliated
with-the fact that tie Paople's Court judges and condemns the authors
of raciel crimes sgainst the Jews, (hUs showing that the State un-
derstands -fo pﬂni&h robbery end loo&in% or any exaction through
vviolence‘ Does it at the same lime w to kee@ the benefits o
guch desds 7 Even if the actual regime blames he mis-deeds done
by its predecessors, tgiﬁ ie not encugn and does. not diminish its
r@spansability. ,

‘ If the wrongs iane to waa are LUhﬁld&T@” as heving bean an

efzect of the Hitlerite or fasolst rsaimea then the Jows must be

ran ed with the dar-victims, whieh, in feol they ara,~ and the Jawish
le wust be considerei as the oraditer of thn hitlerite-fascist
% , 8g w@lxaﬂy and “ungary. A part sllocated for re aration

JUﬁt be allotted to the Jews, not to-the individuals to the

Comunities, and ba used for recoustruction, rseuucg%ion, em1urdtien

an&seaa.

The Jows ars sy way the craditaxa of the. Ron-;nlin State,on

whase territory the ia a;;e8 lave been done. Asking for reparstion

tiae Jews do nol memn to harm the Rounsnisn | sople, whose sincerity
t .l

cannot be proved otherwise tian by putting rigat "the effects o
the criga IJ:suffsred by the de;s %?ggtfulﬁgsz will not be estwbllgmeé

W3 CRY
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until the wrang»aeera are punish red aod restituiion 1o thepget.
elesout:ry fora of reperntion for the WrONg s ugmmittrd ba tions

are also necesaary {0 sorve as an axauple i order to avgiﬁ“ﬁ”he
errors belvig repeted, especinlly o in 8 xsuatry where 1&8 fsm stil;
nfgaQﬁinﬁgeu in 39 ﬂ?ﬁw ia&e. . . o

He well wudw th hat *iaﬂou’aaian State aill rai&a tne ~u g~
tiaa pf its 1ncawacity of payment, due to ite heavy war=duties an?
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@ lﬁea Bollzre gro persen is the minimuz to be rackooes nro
head, Sspecially ;\ 1n 3ussarybiz gad Bucovins Wh)l? houssholds
‘of thousands oi Jews wers com letely ds&troye*

Taking as_a «1'dle term for damages the amount of 1500 Z pro
person, 1t results tist for tae 760.000 Jsws who werﬂ in Roumania
before the war, a totsl asaount 0* 1 willierd 6 is due. iie éuotw a8
exampﬁﬁl ;. Conmtenua 1,400 g, Sarat 1,233 &, Vaslui 9

e metiuod used fBr the inquest by the dorid Jewlsh Congress,
R%ngk dan Section, has been thorou&hly examnined by a ucmmibejon of
.V ul@sa )

Only daw ‘e based on uonv1neing aYEUNGN LS WeTe. takon inLo
acoout, uvaz :ﬁere the time 1n which thasa &3¢qb&s were done, was
asgerted and Lhe ware ¢lzosi Tied accordingly. No deolarstion "of
damage without ils value wes- -considersd, Whers the year could not .

- be establisined, tiis was considered a-bad point for the epplicant,
The dameges uﬁi»hlal@d in Lel, yearly, according to thelr nature and
tuking accouwnt of the veriations of prices have been estsblished on |
the basls of tus 1930-value of the leil znd tien revilued and trong-
formed in dollars af the official rate, of that time, adiing: 38ﬁ
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\ Af»@z nozla har l to which Rous cﬂ1ﬁ~JOJd8Q @cmmlasions
wer fermad to sstublish and velue the dameges dors to ths inhabi tanti .
of the countrv, in grder to srant ulterior reparations. The State
' &aclined any “H“ﬁdﬂS%J;litﬁ and reparations were to ge granted frow
“enemy funds.io 1eparatloa& wers ever pald except a few small ones, -
- for sleetorsl purposes. The wvily Gamagee which were paid to Roumania
- ware thosse suf’ 8Iﬁd by tue Allies, thig ail»fi@lds and the oil-ind
dustry, whion asd been &@atraved W1Lh g view of L;ﬂdérina same to
fall ifto Gerusn hands. A bond was issusd in zaunda and allars,
amortizable au& paylig o, zevﬁnue.v .

apeaia¢.commiaalows nave buﬁﬁdllSh@d Lao tae damag ea

auff@red by the inhabitants through air-raids; but not in order to

ay eny reperations / as the Gernans had doue. ‘until 1944/ ‘but just

to  establish tie quelity of wmrwaamageé shich sntitled to soué
adventages as aousing, losn for recon struction, remittance of
taxes and 8o =on™ of course with the cxeeptios ot the Jems who .=

cot n@thingm but wers aoAige‘; 0 @ubsuribe to the Fumd for aﬁsist 208
%o wrac{ed 0EOPLE. - ‘ : . V

. vo far ss tuoe &&?“bli HENT o8 guws eﬁe ean
now also proceed ba juridical co: obiOﬂS, forue by a judge,s

. dsie te of the Jewish nopulauien and o representaiive of fLe State

: ~regs ture ought to he short, free of fees, excepting cne smsll
'tax %e ‘ba paid ba the 3amaged nose ﬁraiﬁnifﬁﬁs pxceed ?ha Sums
sranted by the Court. Tuis would pr@v@nt excessive desands. BX-
ptrts will have to be sppolnted one for all, according to thel

specislities, for otierwzse the fees puid to them by the npplicant

would be too neavy. Fre: travel for witnesses as well a5 free |
purvoyance of necessary proofs siould be given snd the Comuission
gl tting with the ordinary lort, ﬂs numerous as the number of the
cases demand. The ueﬂwunltles must be sllowed io act for the dead
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gmenis will allecsts ths necesasry funde for all sxpenses of

LV, Fompesions slad for the cow nngstiarn olfered Lo the 5aaay®d
Bilg., Thess «u@y wi*l be used by ths uﬂSu*ﬂﬁstl tutden for Henages,
’reaag:t,bbta cad reorganization

Dansges 411 bs claseifisd according to their lsportznce, The -
steller & will be paid without delay %o ths poor in cagh, Tor. the

rest the: ‘1rte,&111 iﬁgue & reat{ rodeeuable in a reasous Jla limit,

g e of taxes at eny time to be redesu ied by th e otete at
* géaf}fb%:i u@ [ '

~ The »aymants will procaad 1mnad1wtaly simult sneouely, po&sib- |
1y through swsg paid dx sdvance to both cateories of private-lamages
«yegpla as ahovs pa iiled , the Vamkuni das naviu ‘‘‘‘‘ 0&%V3f the pre-
cedan ce. . '

V. The Judgiﬂg of dampges and the estnnlishin of uompanua*ions
aust_bsgin at once, Lo enable the stats to kﬂow wost sums have to :
‘be allott ed to the ! 1Sh~ln$‘lﬁuilah for Dsmeges, eltusr in cash or & i
rents, Tha suis dus from Azis-States will iarm 8 grgzu&l decome of
ths uash-lﬁstiiusion b Jadﬂaea. o

fhis 1nst1tutiaa will be constituted imﬁeﬁiﬁtﬂly w#ith ths amalp
lest possible staff at its centrsl Uffice md be enlarged when
required, g0 as to uge ior its expenses as little aB zaesible of
Ctha iludﬁ for tza damage
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OFFICE OF THE UWITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERNANY

S u , : - 0ffice of General Counsel «
: : - APO 80 ‘ ™
CUMULATIVE STATISTICAL IWTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT
. 10 November 1947 to .30 Aprll 1952
. SCHEDULE A
o g o . Wuertteﬁberg- . ,
S 5 : R : . . Total ~{ - Bavaria |  Hesse Baden Bremen .
PETITIONS: = = A P Indi- | oan | Indi- | Indi- - | Indi- e - | Indi- o
o | . S | vidual gm0 vidual | 7759 vidual | 50| viauar | TESO |yiquar § YESO
;AAl;: PetitiqnsvreceiVQd;from the CFA since Nov 10, | ..:*~ RS N . S » Avf | ..' ‘ o . .
. 1947 (subsequent changes of venue included) {50,669 | 53,695 {17,937 119,963 | 18,687 | 19,382 {-12,940 { 13,585 | 1,105 | 765
2. Petitions finally settled, adjudicated, — 2 N o
- reviewed or stherwise disposed of: ’ : : _ , » -4 .
. @. by Restitution Agencies o -} 26,754 31,176 8,964 { 7,002 {10,688 | 17,962 | 6,330 | 5,784 |- 772 428
- b. by Restitution Chambers : ' “ 6,655 984 ¢ 1,848 | . 3751 3,821 38r | -+ 902 217 1 84 11
“¢. . by Oberlandesgerichte - ’ 4371 . 52 101 51 196 | 29 - 131 i8 9 -
4. by Court of Restltutlon Appeals o S 219 | 3 . 891 . : 68 2f - 62+ -1 1
,5' Total (flnal d13p031ﬁlons) - i} 34,065 | 32,215 {11,002 | 7,382 {14,775 | 18,374 | 7,4251 6,020 865 | 439
} o . Mo et . ' ~ ‘ 4 . ) L 1
Petltlons on hand as of Aprll 30 1952 - 116,604 {21,480 { 6,935 {12,581} 3,914 | 1,008 | 5,515 | 7,565 4 240 | 326 |
Bage.l. .
3
, -3
— 2

44



CUMULATIVE STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT
' 10 November 1947 to 30 April 1952 '

SCHEDULE A
‘ , : : T g Wuerttemberg- , :
e o Total - | =~ Bavaria (*)} . Hesse " .- Baden (*) Bremen®
OASES > : o - | Indi~ «n | Indi- ‘ Indi- | . Indi- Indi- |- ...
. CASES: L : : : ' 3 :
) o Co : - vidual] JRS0. vidual JR50 vidual JRS0 vidual JRS0 vidual JRSO
. Total cases available for Settlement, adjudicad
~© tion, review or other final disposition, , '
.- resulting from the breakdown of petitions _ o V B . . I e - . ;
. received by all Restitution Authorities 70,074]54,126 | 26,717 | 20,398 | 26,133 | 19,520 | 15,549. | 13,448 | 1,675 760
_-:_'___h_”_*_“_‘w‘_‘.w,_._____*_.__!__ ot —4;_ == == ——= Sl e e ' —::-_—_.-:h
" -Finally settled, adjudicated, rev1ewed or B , o , ‘ - S
otherwise dlsposed of: = . : o , D o ‘ S I , i
a.’ by Restitution Agencies S 38,320{31,592 .| 14,732 7 359’,15;013 18,067 7,417} 5,746 | 1,153 | 420 -
by Restitution Chambers B o -} 8,468 1 012 3,093%: 390 | 4,265 390 - 98T 218 123 14
by Oberlandesgerichte - o - 605]. 56 238 | 10 225 27 132§ 18 10
by Court of Restitution Appeals o334 3| 163 - 105 2 62 1 4
) Total (final dispositions) . 41,727]32,662 | 18,226 | 7,759| 19,613
.‘.s.'- -~ - ...“ - - . - - ‘_'_.,__ . 2 e e = = F::—::w
On hand as of April 30, 1952 AU R R AR A B B N 1
2. at Restitution Agencies : | 13,462}20,855 | 3,198 | 12,209 | 3,4611 . 992| 6,511 | 7,329 |. 292 | 325
at Restitution Chambers = 8,040 548 | 4,940 | 393{ 2,696 ] - 38 346 116 58 | .1
at Oberlandesgerlchte : . ; _ ‘ 624 - 39 215 20 317t .. 24 631 .17 .29
- at Court of Restatutlon Aopeals L 2211 - o22fp 138 17| 46 | 2 311 . 3 6
Total on hand as of April 30, 1952 , _"22;34? 21,464 | 8,491 | 12,639 6,520-| 1,034 6,951 | 7,465 | 385 | 326
U P P ———— —= v ' fo V ’

- adjustments will be made when the actual iransfer of these cases has taken place.

' There have been bulk assignments of JRSO claims to xhe‘Laender Wuerttemberg;Baden and Ba?aria.” Appropriate statisticai‘

. Page 2.
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CUMULATIVE STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT -
10 November 1947 to 30 April 1952 S

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS:

(all Restitution Authorities)

_ Amicabinéettled
7~Graﬁted_ByAdecisi5n:» 
Dismissed

Withdrawn

Bulk settled.

Total

-

46 1  ,_  ‘7
337 |

‘454;{ S

- SCHEDULE A )
o - “Wuerfpémberg~ _
' Total Bavaria " Hesse - Baden ~ Bremen
Indi- an | Indi- o { Indi- | Indi- | __.. |Indi-~ | . ﬂ
vidual . |- 7890 Joigua1 | TB90 Puiguar | I®0 dyiqual | IR0 §Giguar | YESOY
{22,559 | 5,909 | 9,20111,976 | 7,955 | 2,277 | 5,118 | 1,616 | 265 | 40
5,438 | 236 592 70| 4,064 | 98| 309 | 62| 473 |  6
5,509 | 59} 1,680 12} 2,700 [ - 19} 936 23 1931 5
14,241 |12,890 | 6,755 5,701 | 4,894 | 2,861 | 2,235 | 4,282 | 359
13,568 | b hsen | |
47,727 |32,662 {18,226 | 7,759 | 19,613 |18,486 | 8,598 | 5,983 | 1,290
nPagé.iﬁ
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH .COMMISSIONER ¥OR GERMANY
Offlce of General Counsel
APC 80

MONTHLY STATISTICAL INTEINAL RESTITUTION PmGREss REPORT .
MONTH OF APRJL 1952

SCHEDULE B
4 o , o : : Wuerttemberg-
PETITIONS:’ S ‘ : , Total 4 Bavaria Hesse : Baden - Bremen
' - | | Indi- en | ITnai- | ___ | Indi- «nr | Indi- " Indi- '
| viaual | 980 [ oiquar| IF59 | vidua1 | TF50 tyiquar | RSO | yiquar| RSO
1; Petitions available for proce331ng - . ) : -
on April 1, 1952 . : : - | 17,242 22,2171 7,206 | 12,769 4,196 | 1,031 | 5,592 | 7,747 248 | 670
2. Petitions finally settled, adjudicated, : | : ‘
’ reviewed or otherwise disposed of: o E ) . .
a. by Restitution Agencies ‘ . 4031 7051 181 4} . 168 153 19 |- 64 175 1§ 5 343
b. by Restitution Chambers _ 210 29} 84 | 19 118 4 , 6 5 2 1
c. by Obverlandesgerichte - < : 17 31 5 1 8 . % : 2 1
d. hy Court of Restitution Appeals » 1 8 1 ' 3 , 4 '
e Total (final dlsposltlons) - 638 7311 211 18| 282 23| g7l 182 | 8 | 344
3, Petltlons on hard as of April 30, 1952 | 16,604 | 21,480 | 6,935 | 12,581 3,914 | 1,008 5,515 ] 7,565 | 240 | ‘326
SR , . b= o — :
Page 4.
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II.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERHANY
OWTHLY STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT

MONTH OF APRIL 1952

adjustments will be made when the actual transfer of these cases has taken place.

N SCHEDULE B
} : Wuerttemberg-
, o Total Bavaria (*) Hesse Baden (*) Bremen
CASES resulting from breakdown of petitions T3 - Y Tndi : Tnai Todi
. thei ' ing. ndi- : ndi- = ' - - -
.- in the course of their processing vidual | IF50 | vigual| I®0 leiduwar | TP [viguar | IR0 | yiguay | IESO
1. On hand as of April 1, 1952 R ‘ | ,
a. at Restitution Agencies 14,421 | 20,834 | 3,804 | 12,311 | 3,741 1,016 6,588 | 7,304 288 203 -
b. at Restitution Chambers 8,157 544 {4,910 371 2,831 37 357 - 118 59 18
c. at Oberlandesgerichte 621 46 215 26 314 | 2 66 18 26
d. at Court of Restitution Appeals 222 16 139 11 AT 2 29 3 7
e. Total 23,421 | 21,440 | 9,068 | 12,719 | 6,933 | 1,057 | 7,040 | 7,443 380 | 221
. Total (net) received during April 28 . 789, -~ 43 136 35 0 16 204 ©.20 - 449
. Total cases available,fbr processing 23,449 | 22,229 | 9,025 | 12,855 | 6,968 | 1,057 7,056 | 7,647 400 670
..................... m— - — —— — F — —— —
4. PFinally settled, adjudicated, rev1ewed
. or otherwise disposed of during 4pril: ' ,
a. by Restitution Agencies 719 729 366 192 262 19 82 175 9 "343
b. by Restitution Chambers 315 32 141 22 155 4 16 5 3 1
c. by Oberlandesgerichte 47 4 17 2 26 3 2 1
~d. . by Court of Restitution Appeals 221 10 5 4 2
e. Total (final dispositions) 1,102 765 534 216 448 23 105 182 15 344
e e - e . . e e e - e . - . - . - f = e S e S w:m:wqmm:::&m:
5. On hand as of April 30, 1952 ' : : o . - ' '
~a.  at Restitution Agencies 13,462 | 20,8595 3,198 12,209 3,461 992 6,511 7,329 292 325
b. at Restitution Chambers 8,040 548 | 4,940 393 | 2,696 38 346 116 58 1
c. at Oberlandesgerichte . 624 39 { 215 20 317 | 2. 63 17 29
d. at Court of Restitution Appeals 221 22 138 17 46 2 31 3 6
e. Total cases on hand as of 4pril 30,195222,347 21,464 | 8,491.} 12,639 | 6,520 1,034 6,951 | 7,465 385 326
4(*) ‘Thefe have been bulk assignments ofVJRSG claims to the Laender Wuertfemberg—Baden and Bavaria. Appropriate statistical
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. o ) ‘ . OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMARY

MONTHLY STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT
o MONTH OF APRIL 1952

IIT. TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS:
(a1l Restitution Authorities)

Amicably settled
.Gfanted~ﬁy-decision
Y'Dismisse&
jWith&rawn

Bulk settled

Totai

SCHEDULE B
Wuerttemberg- .

Tatal . Bavaria ~ Hesse Baden .Bremen
Indi- o Indi- | __.. |Indi- . Indi- Indi- _
viaual | TR0 |vigua1 | TR0 fyiquar | IRSO | viquar| TESO {is5qua1 | RSO

553 | 153 | 275 | 109 202 15 52 28 4 1
190 9. 38 - 4 | 143 4 4 1 5
140 4 80 2 34 23 2. 3
239 | 262 141 | 101 69 4 26 151 3 6
337 337
1,02 | 765 | 534 | 216 | a48 | 25 | 105 | 182 | 15 | 344 |
= = ‘ ’ ==:===ﬁ:'
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Z5TYPES“A3D ESTIMATED VALUES OF PROPERTY RESTITUTED as of APRIL 30, 1952  ° AHNNEX TO STATISTICAL INTERTAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT = =’
' V Total Bavaria. Hesse Wuerttemberg-Baden Bremen ;j ,
7 |  Units Value DM | Units | Value DM Units Value DM Units | Value DM | Units Value DM Jomi-
SR INDIVIDUAL 337 | 86,739,084 129 30,733,350 94 | 28,219,085 104 27,686,120 | 10 100,529 |"*
. BUSINESS JRSO 2 102,700 2 | 102, 700 - , - - . - - -
ENTERPRISES : < ) ' - V ,
: - : TOTAL 339 | 86,841,784 131 30,836,050 94 28,219,085 104 27,686,120 10 100,529
S ‘ INDIVIDUAL | 14,240 | 316,861,796 5,345 1 146,858,773 | 5,768 '79,737.126 3,003} 82,333,199 124 7,932,698 -
. REAL ESTATE JRSO 1,630 7:777,184 640 2,817,008 697 2,996,811 274 1,604,746 19 358,619
o TOTAL . | 15,870 | 324,638,980 5,985 | 149,675,781 | 6,465 82,733,937 3,277 83,937,945 143 '8,291,317-
o ‘  INDIVIDUAL{ 772 |- 8,406,678 305 5,483,074 359 2,047,286 101 | 2,843,718 7 32,600
.. INTERESTS IN  JRSO 42 414,696 -8 51,298 19 27,185 14 331,029 1 5,184
. REAL ESTATE ‘ " ’ ) * —
| : - TOTAL 814 8,821,374 313 3,534,372 378 2,074,471 115 3,174,747 . 8 37,784
" SHARES INDIVIDUAL 78,542,713 32,400,885 17,421,780 26,394,548 2,325,500
| _© PARTICIPATIONS JESO - 55,482 , 50, 500 ‘ 482 4,500 -
g;-;»SEQURITI 5 TOTAL 78,598,195 32,451,385 17,422,262 ) 26,399,048 2,325,500
L. — N : " ) 1
- ART OBJECTS INDIVIDUAL} 3,151 5,899,463 1,035 4,431,330 1,794 894,795 320 572,711 2 627
|- © RELIGIOUS OBJ. JRSO 26 29, 260 4 - 25,230 -4 880 18 3,150 - -
| VALUABLES : : , 1 z -
L ' TOTAL 3,177 | - 5,928,723 1,039 4,456,560 | 1,798 | 895,675 338 575,861 2 : 627
K INDIVIDUAL 204,039,443 | 86,180,020 61,327,898 49,388,979 7,142,546
" PAYMENTS JRSO : 37,567,122 5,301,196 26,889,601 4,126,680 1,249,645
| TOTAL 241,606,565 - 91,481,216 88,217,499 53,515, 659 8,392,191
L : INDIVIDWAL - 18,881,921 13,490,700 2,970,528 2,375,263 45,430
|- *)MISCELLANEOUS JRSO 64,187 964 2,873 60,350 -
) L TOTAL 18,946,108 13,491,664 ° 2,973,401 . 2,435,613 45,430
- TOTAL - INDIVIDUAL 719,371,098 317,578,132 192,618,498 191,594,538 117,579,930 |
"TOTAL JRSO 46,010,631 -8,348,896 29,917,832 6,130,455 1,613,448 5
v GRAND TOTAL | 765,381,729 325,927,028 . 222,536,330 197,724,993 19,193,378 _j7§§?
L *) 'Hoﬁs‘ehold.goods, machinery, insurance peolicies, c’bpyrights ete, Pa‘ge"?'. o \_)
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- DISTRIBUTION OF VALUES BY NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE OF RESTITUTEES

 ANNEX TO STATISTICAL INTERVAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT

AS OF APRIL 30, 1952

AT

" NATIONATITY OR RESIDENCE

TOTAL DN

NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE

NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE.

TOTAL DN TOTAL DM
Guatemala 82,360 Portugal 192,787
Honduras 149,500 Roumania 189,463
Hungary 93,147 Saar Territory 136,732
India 157,719 South Africa 6,781,265
Iran 6,952 Spain 241, 601
Israel 33,282,365 Sweden 1,397,894
Italy 1,410,126 Switzerland 33,459,974
Jamaica 24,000 Syria 8,760
Japan 13,266 Thailand - 6,500
Liechtenstein 87,160 " Turkey - 327,897
Luxemburg 389,494 United Kingdom . 71,784,868
Mexico 2,931,438 -~ U.S.4A. 323,904,699
Honaco - 3,370 Uruguay 4,521,514
Netherlands , 17,919,645 Venezuda 5,013,730
" Netherlands Indies 13,112 Yugoslavia - 64,000 -
Norway 57,409 Stateless - 275,516
Pakistan 64,800 *) Miscellaneous 16,876,543
Panama 21,500 ‘ ‘ S
Paraguay - 30,728 Total 719,371,098
Peru 895,611 - ‘
, *¥) J RSO 46,010,631
Philippines 24,600 — —_—
Poland 59,000 . GRAND TOTAL 765,381,729
A #) Property restituted to claimants of more than one nationality where distribution of values could not ﬁe determined.
%%)  Property restituted to the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization cannot be related to any particular nationality. _
' ' | Page 8.

Argentina 12,475,411
Australia 6,833,812
_Austria . 1,861,845 -
Belgium 1,854,459
Bolivia 797,651
Brazil 7,439,898 .
Bulgaria 2,148
Canada 5,914,494
Chile 2,085,030
China 305,221
Columbia 286,414
Cuba 15,816,149
Czechoslovakia - 151,722
Denmark 262,017
" Dominican Republic 45,075 .
Ecuador 572,837
Egypt 301,849
Eire 55,973
FPinland 88,620 .
France 14,779,821
Germany 124,533,608
Greece 6,008

i)

)
1
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ORDER CONCERNING THE TREATMENT OF JEWISH PROPWRTY IN THE REICH

CCMMISSARIAT OSTLAND, CCTCOBER 13, 1941

|
Section 1. All ieal and personal property of the Jewish
inhabitants in the territories administered by the Reich
Commissioner for the QOstl~and shall be subject to sequestration,
trustee administration, nnd confisc~tion according to the terms
of the following regul?tion,
i

Section 2. Propérty is defined »s renl and personal
goods together with ﬂll appurtenﬂnces, clrims, shsres, rights,
and interests of all klnds.

|

Ssection 3. (1) . Sequestration shall be effected by the
Reich Commissioner for'the 0stland or by the officers commissioned
by him. It mry be effected by writ upon individunl persons or
by gener=l Droclﬁmﬂtlon, snd may be limited to particul-r
possessions. ! :

' ! -

i

(2)  The followiﬁg'shall be exempted from sequestration:

(a) That part!of the household furniture which is used
for ecssential personnl needs.
(b) . Cesh, bank, =2nd savings credits,; =s well =s notes,
to a totnl value of one hundred Reichsmarks.
section 4. (1) | Upon sequestrntion, the former holders
of title shall lose the right of dlsposnl over the sequestrated
property. l

. ,(2) inyone who holds sequestrnted property in his
possession or in trust !shsll ~dminister it until further notlce.
Alterntions or disposnl of the property or its proceeds shall be
permissible only w1th1n the limits of regulsr business., = A4ll
further mersures sh(lllrequ1re the cousent of the Reich
Commissioner for the ostl nd ¢r of the officers commissioned by
him., V :

Section 5. (1) . Trustee administration may be ordered
for property subject to sequestrﬂtlon, when necessary for
regulﬂr business oper"tlons.

(2)  The order for trustee administration shall be
consicdered ns equivalent to sequestration.

(3) The Reich Commissioner for the Ostland will issue
regulrticns concerning the esteblishment ~nd execution of
trustee =duinistr-ticn..

Scctien 6. (1) ' Sequestrrnted property may be
confiscrted by thz Reich Commissioner for the Ostland or by the
of ficers comrissioned by him. .

(2) The right of disposml over confiscated property shall.
lie with the offlcers cuthorlsed to confiscate it.

5y Vefkuendungsblatt,§1941, P27,

1

Con.Tloz. ?/FJ. 1&1/25 B‘SB/VJI{O 78;
Annex III.

i
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(3} Thesc officers sha1ll make final decisions concerning
the settlement c¢f mortgages upon confiscated property. The
liability shall be limited to the total market vrlue of the
confiscoted property.

Section 7. Registration of property subject to
sequestration mov be required by public proclamation,

Section 8. The competent authorities, in the execution
of their duties; may require any person to give informntion.

Section 9. (1) Imprisonment snd fine, or either of
these pennlties; =hall be imposed upon nny person:

8) Vho ~ttempts to deprive the officers of the German
Civil Administr=tion or the ruthorities appointed by
them of any portion of property sequestrated, or in
eny other manner to frustrate, evade, or influence
the operntion of the sequestration. '

b) "ho with intent or by negligence fails to fulfill
or to fulfill promptly or completely the obligntion
to register property or to give inform~tion imposed
upon him by this order, or by an implement-tion
measure or other regulntion issued for its execution.

(2) In grave crses the 1mprlsonment shall be ~t hard
labor (Zuchthaus). If the perpetrator hns acted out of
insubordin~tion or if the crse is otherwise perrticulorly grove,
the de~th pennlty shﬁll be pronounced.

Section 10. The Reich Commissioner for the Ostland will
issue the necessary. regul tlons for the implementntion of this
order.

Section 11l.  This order shall be effective on the dny of
its publication.

Riga, October 13, 1941,

LOHZSE
Reich Commissioner for the Ostlnnd,.

ot
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VMEMORANDUY REGARDING THE‘STATUS AND PURPOSES OF
THE CONFERENCE ON JEVISH MATERIAL CLAINMS AGAINST GERMANY.

During the plenary meeting of June 25, certain
- questions were asked which indicate the desirability of
clarifying the position and status of the Conference c¢n Jewish
Material Claims against. Germany. It would appear that
gufficient has been said, both at the phase of these meetings

which begen in March and at the plensry meeting of June 25, to
eliminste any question on these topics. Nevertheless, in the
interest of complete understanding, the following
recapitulation is mades

1. It must be recalled that the Conference came
into being after the speech ¢f Chancellor Adenauer of September, -
1951, 2nd that it wrs organised precisely in response toc the
expressed desire of Chancellor Adenauver, ratified by the
Bundestag, to meet with representatives of Jews of the world.
As is known to be the case, there is no one orgrnisation, or
group of org=znis~tions, which did or con cleim to represent
every single person of Jewish faith throughout the world.

Nor, it mry be smid, would there be any orgenisstion of persons
of other friths - or, for that m~tter political beliefs -

which could cl~im to represent 21l persons of thet fanith on 2any
one question, X

Nevertheless, the Conference does represent by far
the grentest aggréegrntion of Jewish orgrnis~ations, nnd through
them, of individual professing Jews, wvhich has ever been
nssembled. It hos, ~s was en~rlier pointed out, twenty-three
constituent member organis~tions. The tot~1 membership of
these orgemnisations cannot be rccur~tely estimrted here, but
it con be smid without the slightest doubt th~t the vast
mrjority of Jews in the! free vorld (other thnn Isr“el) rre
represented in these orgenisntions. So far ~s it is possible
to 8ny thrt =n orgrnis~tion represent=tive of the Jews of the
world cmn be orgrnised, the Conference performs that task.

n any case, there crn h-rdly be, ~t this stage of
these negotirtions, =~ny question with regrrd to the stotus of
the Conference. Not only vns it orgmnised in response to the
str-tement of Chﬂncellor Adensuer ~nd the subsequent action of
the Bundestzg, but it hss been actively engnged in these very
discussione since their inception. Without its zctive
porticipstion there is, in frct, much doubt a2s to whether
these discussions would be in progress. In 2ny c~se, the
negotinrtions, both formal ~nd informnl, hnove procecded to such
n stoge that the status of the Conference can at this time,
hrrdly be » mztter meriting any discussion other than the
resum€ above givens

2. Wwith resbect to the legislative progrnm for
the benefit of individurls, in the fields of restitution -nd
indemnific~tion, nc question ~ppe~rs to hrve ~risen s to the
representntive quality of the Conference. This is despite
the frct, which hss from the outset been clenr, thet the
netions ~nd representotions of the Confercnce do not, of
course, preclude any individual - or even ~ny non-affilinted
orgonis~tion - from presenting to the Germrn Government its own
iders or suggestions »s, to legislntion, in general, or for the
benefit of specific cotegories of percons. The prepondersant

Conf «Doc.8/26.6.52 /7K. 76.
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interest of the Conference nnd its member orgenisations in
this field of work, their experience and the close
asso¢iztion which they have had with it over the yenrs,
appears however; to be clearly recognised.

With respect to the monetary claim of the Conference,
some question seems to hpve arisen =s to the rel-tion of the
Conference to other orgenlsctlons with which it m2y not be
affilicted, or as to individuals who may feel, justly or
otherv1se, that they heave specinl or unfulfilled claims 1y1ng
in the field of restltutlon or 1ndemn1flcatlon.

It is quite clear thnt A portion of these questions,
at le~st; a~rise out of a certain misunderstanding as to the
role and purposes of the Conference, or a2s to the part which
it proposes to play in the utilisation of such funds =s may be
reslised. ,

3. It should be unmlstak&bly' understood thnt the
Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany does not
intend that ANy, Sums rerlised be used in any way other than to

J @id surviving® Fictims of Nazi action. These survivors will be
aided on a basis of need.  No pert of the funds will accrue to
the individuals who are members of the organisantions which
constitute the Conference, except to the limited extent that
such persons may fall into the cntegory of needy survivors of
the Nazi holocaust. This is indeed 2 very limited extent,
since the organisations which constitute the membership of
the Conference are, in general, choritsable organisstions, giving
and not receiving aid. . : ‘

Such funds as are received will be used for the
benefit of needy survivors through the medium of recognised,
well established Jewish orgrnisations with 2 history of many
years of work in the relief of, and ~581atance to, needy Jews
"the world over. These organisations =re precisely those which
have a2lready administered relief in the hundreds of millions of
dollars to victims of Waziism, nnd sre those which are
accredited to and recognised by such organlsqtlons 28 the
International Refugee Organlsﬁtlon.

Under these c;rcumstmnces, it will be clears

a) That the claim of the Conference cannot be
affected by such specirl clerims as may be advanced, on behalf
of their ovwn membership, by orgnnisations h=aving for their
purpose the brnding together of particul=ar categories of
victims. Such orgesnisations mnd such victims may heve
special merit or special rensons to appeal to the German
conscience. The Conference, for its part, purports to put
forward the general monetary claim which it hss advanced, not
for the benefit of its own membership, but for the benefit of
needy surviving victims of Nazi ~action. Insofar ns members
of specinl organisations fall into that category, whether such
orgonisnations are or are not members of the Conference, they
will, of course, recelve assistance from the oper~ting ngencies.
This is the theory upon' which the Jewish Restitution Successor
Organisaticn and similnr organisations hnve been organised,
been recognised, been given specinl status nnd have received
and distributed proceeds of heirless property. It is the only
tenable theory, both from the Jewish nnd the German point of
view, and the only nne which gusrantees thnt the payments
recelved on account of the heirless property claims which heove

COﬂfoDOﬁn 8/260 6- 52/“7}{‘ 760
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been presented vill be used 78 other heirless property funds
hrve been used,; for the: rellef andlrehabilitation of needy
victims of Naz1 cctione

b)" That theirelationship of the Conference to
individual claimants can be only on| the basis of the need of
such c¢lriments. v | ' :

{

The Conference does not regard as w1th1n the realm
of possibility any suggestion thnt ;unds received by it should
be used to s~tisfy cleims of any kind, =s claims. Its use of
funds will, as stoted, be based only on two criteria: is the
person being aided = surv1v1ng victim? is he needy9

It is, of courses pos31ble that the payments made to
individu=ls under restltutlon or 1n§emn1f1c tion laws will be
not sufficient to s“tlsfy their claims. or dlfflcultles of
proof may exist, making it 1mp0351b&e for =~ person with 2 Jjust
claim to eSthllSh its ex1stence. The Conference 1tse1f has,
in frct, drawn nttention to these p0881b111t1es, and hos
sought to ngree with the German Delegrtlon on modes and mesns
of minimising these possibilities. | But this is not to say
th~t these matters will ‘be directly| relevant to utilisation of
the funds to be received. The criterion will be that of need,
nnd the funds will be utilised in the only vay in which they
could properly be used by Ch“rlt ble organisations.

The 1mprnctlc blllty of h;v1ng the Conference itself
prss on mnatters of proof too difficult for experienced courts
needs no demonstration. | Moreover,|such a projJect would be
even more improper than /it would be| impractical. Funds
received in recognitioniof the extended concept of heirless
property vhich hns been ~dvanced =s| the basis of the Conference
clrim will be used #s other similrr|funds hove been used in the
pnrst - thot is, for the relief end |rehabilitotion of
gurviving victims of Nnzi nction.

Conf.Doc.8/26 6. 52/Wk 75
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under91gned organ1zat10ns are vreatly dlsturbed by reports that the Austrlan
ment intends to act on January 15the otthe draft of the Third Austrian

fon Law, According to information reaching us, this draft is violative
‘~Iied Declaration Jamuary 5th 1943, and because of ambl?ultles and

5, its passage would be detrimental to just demands of Jewish victims
persecution and ¥ould benefit only the illegal beneficiairies of Nazi

The presumption of draft Pawgraph 2, Sectihn 1 should include racial and
ersecution and persecuted groups as such The provision requiring

repay full nominal-amount of cnn31derat1on plus annual interest, without
ccount confiscatory deductlons 1moosed on victims of persecution,
titution illusory. The time limit of Paragraph 10 will prevent

ngio aims by heirs of deceased owners for lack of documentary evidence.

ence of pr0V1810nS governing heirless nronert;lw1ll mean continued possession by
egal possessors or escheat to stute, The composition of restitution comnissions,
2 trary procedures, the lack ¢f safegunards for claimants, the lack of
‘reference to indemnification negate the law ox May 15, 1946, which asserted
1ntent10n of the Austrlan Government to effect restitutlon. In Vlew of the
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. HEADQUARTERS \
A R U.S. FORCES, EUROPEAN THEHTER ;
Office of the Commanding General
APO 757,|a/o Postmaster
New York, New York:
|

] December 19, 1946
i -
Mr. I. L. Kenen !
American Jewish Conference !
521 Pifth Avenue ot
New York 17, K. Y. |
. - : : g
Dear Mr; Kenen: l

This is a communication for the five organisationa.

There is goad reason to believe that mattera are being discussed by top level British

and Americen officials in Washington, growing out of'the merger of the gones, which will
profoundly, &nd probably adversely, affect the status of the DPs in the U.S. Zone.

Already we have been informed of s plan to eliminate‘tha differential in food for per-
secutees and reduce the Jews to a level of: 2,000 calories, similar to the status of
non-Jewish DPs, This plan did not originate here. In gensral, the military (who should
not be quoted by you but who have made their views known throngh thelr own channels) wmuld
prefer to maintein the status quo over the winter to javoid trouble, if for no other s
‘reason., I, personally, hsve gone on record &s oppesing such changes, both in terms of the
immediate effects on the alresdy dapressed psychology and situation of the Jews, as well
as in terms of principle. ' .

1 write you now primarily for information and guidance. It seems to me - that the Washirg—
ton contacts of the five organizations 'should know what is!going on and that I should te -
kept informed and be given the necessary counsel. In this’ ‘situetion, for example, it is- @
entirely possible that our friends in ‘Washington h&ve eonsented to certain compromises Ain ©
order to maintain the basic position. I just don't know-because I have not had any woird
from you or the others about these matters, It is imperatlve that you keep me informec

~ and advised. !
In view of the sone mergser and other developmants, Waahington, not Frank{urt, seems to be 1
the hot spot. I believe that we can hold things in 1ine here, but what are you doing therd

I would lika to state, also, that, in my opinion, it is nat wise for the Jewish groups to
identify themselves with an effort to prevent an investigation of the occupation here.
There is nothing to conceal, Our exparienca has besn that. the snipers are to be found,
not among those who have visited Germaqy, but mmong thoaa who have not, This does not .
mean that all ‘types ‘of investigation are to be favored. Obviously, the suspices should! ’ﬂ"
be correct. But it is impoertant to avoid giving the [impression that Jews do not want the
DP situation here looked into. The truuble with Meader was that he did not look into it.
He made one'visit of one hour to a rseenﬁly eat&bliahed bad camp, from which the miliiary
authorities subsequently evacuated most, of the peaple.' On this basis he made his vile, .

glanderous charges against the Jews. If the ocoasion and the necessity should arise fer
me to present the truth directly to & Congraasional Gommittea, please remember that I em o
‘ready and eaber to do so. . i
In this: connsction, let me add that I have been 1nv1ted by the Council of ?ederations andij?
Welfare Funds to deliver the principal addrass at their assembly in Atlentic City on
Pebruary 2nd. I will not know for another two weeks (whether I can get away at that- tine
However, one decisive factor in my decision would be the guestion of my usefulness 1n
influencing thinking in Washington at that time. Your advice will be welcomed.

" Cordially yours,

1 : S
4 A 00 |
| - 117082 | Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Adviser to the
WIC C:Z{b _ _ * | ' Theater ommander on Jewish Affairs,
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Dr. Stephon S. w:tse, President

B‘orld Jewish Comgress .. . |

1834 Broadway . O i

- How York 23, &Y. - - P ;
I
.

Daa.r Br. Wise: '
I

‘.'(‘he Becutive Oosmittee of the American Jewiah Gonference ‘has received
with ‘Pleasure the report that- repreaentativas of Jewish argamzations
haVe been’ comideﬂ.m the establishment of a Jewish Restitution Com-
mission to act as claimant: for. hgirleﬁs Jewish praperty under the re-
etitmion law m'oposal to be enacted in Grermany and in other Bitmtiona.

‘At our 1aet meetng on Decmber 19 our committee eminad the drafts of .

incorporation papers and by-laws, as vell as the memoranium oncon

tmtual .arrangements to be made ‘between the parties, chh were drawn
w Colonel Bermtein and Mr. Sanford. Schwarz. : : o

We are pleased to state that our Gomitteo has votad 1ts approval of
“these docunents ' as formulatirg the substannal ‘basie of the Pla-w which
/48 in accordance with the auggest.tam that were mada d'arix the eon

ference w:lth Generel CIay on november alﬂt. .

We are hope:f‘ul that your crgamzation and all others vhich have been
participatig in the 1nter-organization talks on this question will
o .- vote their approval. We have acted promptly 4in this matter, and we
7. arewritirg to infom you of it because we belleve that the establish- -
e ‘ men’o of such an imstrumentality without further delay is essential in
e view of the lmimnco of the nsgotis,tiom on tha*eermn peace treaty.,

| oo s D o
‘ S Sincere[lyyom,
B . -
\ - . E
(Signed)l Hemry uosk;sr. Ohaiman
Interm Comittee '
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"Torld Jewish Congress,
. 71834 Broadway, S
' Hew York 23, N.Y.

‘ i'E"I}tsax:r Mr. Robinson; o

H

Roma, 3 December 1948
Iuangotsvers Sanzio N. 9

o ‘ o
Reference your letter of November 6, ‘1946.

[',;'“‘appli.od solely to Italian citisens.

The Italian anti-Jewish laws which ardarnd the salzurs of assete were

?

Thers oxists the case of ‘gome foreignars who aftar 1919 acqutred.

”"'Italian citizenship and were deprived of it.

Po those foreignera the

» f“"fascist expropriation laws were not applied anymora.

o After the Italian armistina, the Baﬂoglio govormant daclarad
‘war on Germany and attiis occasion German property in Italy was con-.

- figcated.

Bat in two subsequent dscrses it was raled that this seima

414 not =pply to stateless Jews, former German citiseéns and subsequently,
‘restitution wasg ordersd. even to Geman citizens considered halvaewa by

, the ¥aremberg laws,

o War has never been declared on Hmnania, Bangary and Bnlgaria
"~ and therefore, no laws againat citisens of those countries have been enacted.

|
» The restitution lawz for Jeﬂah assets .s@ized or confisca.ted during
the rule of Mussolinits Italian repub].io do not disoriminate between Itsliens

and foraigners.

[

l

» A different case 1s that of Mamnities for damages dne to hoting
}or eneny ection which are heing pald to Itanan oitizens only.

This compensation 19. hovever, meh theory. since until now only
payments on account have been made to peraonslwha suffered damage %o house-

hold implements or dwellings,

Larger damages. like to factories or tmildings

are for the moments neither pald nor liquidated, since Anthorities contrﬂm’ce
only in cages where repairs had been made to tha 'tmildinga.

Wic. Cmy

Yours x!rery aincaroly,

Raffaale Cantoni

l
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521 Fifth Avenue

! New York 17, N. Y.
I

November 27, 1946

The Hdnorable
The Secretary of State

Dear Mr. Secretmxy: . .

The undersigxed Jewim orga.niza.tions representing the vast
majority of Jews in the United States and throughout the world are -

_deeply concerned about the problems of restitution and indemnificati on
- to the Jews of Germany who suffered vast losses since Nazism came to

in 1933. These Jewish organigzati ons have been in constant touch
with the U. S. Government and with other govermnents and with Military

Government authorities in Germany in the hopa that the restitution and -

indemnification progream adopted in Germany . will deal fairly with the
claims of Jews and Jewish organizations. ; -
We are su’nnitting to y:ou- 'herewith & memorandum containing our

 comments respécting the draft of October 1_8,}] 1946, of a restitution
law for the United States Zone of Germeny. We would like to express

our appreciation for the substantial improvements that have been embodied.

- in the draft law in recent months. However. we feel it is our duty to

: law.,

call attention to the very important dofects which we believe still exist
in the draft and which defocte mosat seriously threaten the valus of the

We wish also to indicate our sincere appreciation of the sym-

. pathetic consideration given by Genera.l Gla.y' at a recent conference to

many of the points discussed in the encloaed memorandmn.

We earnestly requ.est that the U. S. Government and its represen-
tatives in Germany give careful and sympathetic study to the enclosed

'memora.ndm with the_ view to accepting the recommendations made. therein.

o
Respectfully,

can Jewlsh Joint Distribution comittee The Jewiiil'i, Agency for Palestine

Ameri
By. ‘Moses D. Leavitt - .| By: Nahum Goldmann
 American Jewish Committee World Jewish Congress American Jewish Conference
By

WIC Cap

¢ . Joseph M.Proskauer Byt 'Stephen S. Wide By: Louis Lipsky
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‘Novenber 27,,1946

The following comments and suggestions ere,reepectfully submitted with

freepect to the draft Restitution Law for the Uhited Stetes Zone of Germany
1. Military Government end not the German authorities should designate the
.eucceeeore to heirleee and unclaimed Jewieh 1ntereete in corporations and wnin-
corporated bodies end to Jewielcommunitiee and foundatione. the successors to thewu

‘claims of Jews who died leaving no heire, end the persons ‘who may claim on behalfi‘

of the aforementioned Jewe and Jewieh bodiee before the tribunals provided in ‘the :

1aw. Military Government ehouhi recognize a Jewish organization, representative

of Jewe throughout the world. includieg__ef jo& in Germeny as trustee for such
"Jewieh intereets._ The property or its proceedelacquired by such truetee should
be ueed exclueively for the . purpoee of" rehehilitetion and resettlement of Jewe..
_ Appropriate provision ehould be made for the protection of the intereete of sur-
.viving members in Germeny of pereecuted religioue communitieeo These principlee
ehould be expressed 1n the letter of approval of the draft law or in appropriate
'*‘ Military Government leg:lelation. Sectt ons 6 and 50 of the draft law should be
revieed t0 read substantially as follows. :i?f

Section 6

zgreone Ent tled to ReetitutionA

mhe claim for reetitution. and the right of avoidance as etated in
Secticn 3a, shall belong to the person whose property was confiscated or
who executed the traneactione end to hie succeesore in interest.

Where the cleim to: reetitution reete on ‘the dieeolution or forced

- dissolution of a corporation or unincorporeted assocliati on for any of
“the reasons set forth in Section 1, the claim to restitution may be
prosecuted by such corporation, eseociation or agency es may be deaignated-
by the appropriate authority to be the succeeeor by virtue of its member-

~ ship, aims, and organization, or by any interested _persecuted shareholder
or partner, his heirs or assigns, provided that the interests of other
intereeted persecuted shareholdere or pertnere are ed,equately safeguarded.

Any liquidator, officer. or other pegeon ‘representing an incorporated‘
“or unincorporated entity in reepect ‘of whi%h a clagim for restitution is
made, may be removed and replaced on appli%etion to an appropriate suthor-
ity showing that the 1ntereete of" pereeouted pereone -are not adequately

'repreeented.

e r';f ~ ' l «
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.Where the claim rests on confiscation of lproperties belonging to reli-
_glous communities persecuted within the mesning of Section 1, or on.the ex-
tinction in whole or in part, or the diversio%t -to other uses of property
velonging to foundations, endowments, 0 other institutions as a result of
such persecution, the clalm may be proseguted by en appropriate successor
- designated in accordance. with th@ Q?i’bm‘ia atated in paragraph 2 of thig

Section. BT l

. In no -case arising under this law shall th.e state treasury be decmed
an sppropriate successor and no propErty subject to restitution under this
. ‘law ehall escheat. The claim to restitution of heirless property shall be
“ prosecuted by an eppropriate successor designated in accomgnea with the
.criteria Of pa.mgra@h a8 Qf ‘Dnls‘nuuta.uau [ _ ‘ o

: Failure of a persecutee, his heirs. or asl;sig;ns. to file wi’chin aix
- months of the effestive date of this law & claim for.restitution of confis-
- cated property falling in any of the categarieo described in the foregoing
"parsgraphs shall :constitute a prima facie showing that the preperty subject
to restitution is heirless and in such case the claim may bYe prosecuted by .
‘ an appropriate successor, subject to propor aafaguards. ' N

The foregoing is su’bject to any fntm-e lelgislation which may be’ a.d.opted,
regarding the exclusion of the rights of successorship of ‘heirs of the third
or more distant classes in favor of such assoclations or agencies, where the

‘ decadent belonged toa group Pf pera&ni dascri{.bed in Section 3a. . .

The determination of the succeaeorship tc politice.l -parties ahall be
: left to spacia.l regulations. ! )
Section 50 L

l

Power ‘of I-‘u.‘ulic Proseeutor

o Where a restitution claim for conﬁscatetli proparty 19 not filed within
the- period of six months from the effective date of this law the appropriate
. ‘agency designated in-accordance with Section 6 may prosecute the claim. If a-
- rightful' claimant should assert his claim’ %tithin the period of limitations
provided under this law, he shall be: su‘bstituted for such agency or roceive
the restituted proparty or its procaed.s from it. In the absence of an appro-
priate agency the ‘public prosecutor at the seat» of the restitution chamber
- of the district may, beginning six months after the effective date of thie
_law, file the claim for the benefit of the- person entitled thereto or of the.
agency when. designated. This provision shall not be, applicable 1if restitution
would be contrary to the expressed or. presumed 1ntention of the person en- '
‘titled to restitution. .The appl:lcation of ‘the public prosecutor nay he filed
] only until Jnly 31, 1949, ; | ,

2. Section 11 should rosd as  #b1lows:

B
Section 11 I
o Money shall not be subject: to reetitution if-it has been acquired with-— '

out knowledge or presumptive knowledge of thelconfiscati on._ :

Bearer instruments, title to which t;he claimant can specifically estab-
"lish, shall be subject to restitution, unless|the holder shows that he neither.
: knewnor could‘ have known of the conf-:lscati on <|uf~ such bearer‘ins‘truments. :

. . ¥here the bearer instruments. title to uhich was vested in ‘the! claim-
MC_ C35 ant, were sha.res 1n a closely held corporat:l. <I>n, ‘such as a family enterprise,
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or in an enterprise generally knoun to be controlled by persons belonging
- to a group of persecutess, such as. an enterprise affected by the Nazl law
" for the exclusion of Jews from ths economic life of Germany, 1t shall be
- presuned that the shares were acquired in ba.df faith., Where because of
transfer of assets or captial stocl-; by merger consolidation, or other
transaction, an enterprise of the kind deecribed in the previous sentence
no longer exists in name or in kv, the claimant shall be entitled. to
- restituion from any or all successor enterprieee through or to which the
enterprise can be traced. Resti’sution shall be in such.form, such as issue -
of new shares or of shares in a successor enterprise. as shall most nearly
. . restore the claimant's interest. Where the present holder of the bearer .
" . instruments in an enterprise defined in the: tpird gentence of this Section
or a successor enterprise is unknown, the claimant ‘mey name as respondent
the enterprise or successor enter;riee o an mterest in which he is en-
titled and apply to the court for the appointment of ‘an administrator to .
administer the enterpriseé or successor enterprise in the interest of the
claimant and the umknown ehareholders pending a final determination by the
-court of the claim for restitution. If the preeen'b holder of such eheres
does not appear in the proceédings’: -within- eix months the- court shall render
‘final Judgment requiring the enterprise or: eucceeeor enterprise to cancel
.' the outstanding sha.rea and’ 1eeu.e new ones to the claimanto :

In view of the foregoing the 1ast parmaph of Section 10 dealing with

i

, inta.ngi‘nle intereets dzould be elimine.ted, o
..... e )

Section 18 reletee to -the reetitution of property whic.h ‘has been &eetroye&

his

'e.ltogether or in greater parta Holdere in ba.d fai;th of such property are to be

'lia.ble under thie prov'ieion only for failure to ex;erc:l.se ordine.ry care. The effect
: |

of thie proviezon ie, therefore. to impoee on the claime.nt the loss resulting from '

theidee’cruction of the propertm This result 1s entirely unfa.iro. As ‘oetween the ‘

|

poeseseor in ‘bad fe.ith and ‘che cle.:lmant. the 1e.1;ter has a better right and should ‘

prevail It ie euggeeted, therefore, that ‘the. qualifying clause at the end of the -

{A

first paragraph of the Section be deletedo :
4; Military Government should provid.e a procedure for eppeel 1n all’ caees

from German courts to Military Government Appeale Boarde which ehonld have diecre-'

l :
tionary power as to when an e.ppee,l should 1ie. Such Appeals ‘Boards ehould he.ve

Juriediction to review the case. in :lt.e entiret-y on- the facts as well as the law,

|
In addition. and as part of the control machinery by Hilitary Government.

ilita.ry Government pereonnel ehould be selected as proctore to the German district ‘

‘courte and. appellate courts hearing reetitution cleims, for the: purpoee of report~
ing to Hilitary Government on the administration of the reetitution law, so. the,t

the true 1ntenti ons of this law nay be Justly and ’fairly carried out.

|
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g /-/ . 8. The le.w ehould provide th.at nothing therein will in any vay prejudice ‘
7 ’

/ any claims for danages egainet the German authorities uhich may be p'ovided for

in any future indemnifioetion lew, includ.ing

'clains for d.amages in situations

: where under th.e present law aanagee e.re not allotfed. or if allowed. are in faot

not recovered ‘oy the cle.imant. At -the time Militiezy Government approves the law

‘e. reservation to this effect ehould be made‘ Fu.rthermore. Section 30a ehould be.

'ad.ded to the law reading as follwe.,‘f.;;

"No provision herein dieallowing claims for damagea in any pa.rti-
‘cular situation or allowing claims: for‘damage vthat in fact .are not
. recovered, in whole or in part,- ohal eemed to pre,judice any claims
- for dsmages against the appropriate govermnental authorities
‘vhich may be provided for in" ezw ture law ealing with the problem :
of deme,gee and indemnification. \ . . . N

‘6. The draft law does not deal ‘nsi_etent\ly ’:'w‘ith ﬂthe“concepts of”homere in

good. faith. holaere who' he.ve actunl or_i{ knowledge that the property was

- confiecated :Erom peraecuted pereone. and p‘ reone who participated in the m'ongful

: .appropriation. Thus Sectione 10 e.nd 11 ahould epply only wh.ere the person ‘who |

' a,cquired the property can show tb.at he' di’L eo without lmowledge or inputed. know-n

|
“ledge that it was confiscated property. In Sections 18 end 20 the word ”Imow-

, ledge” ehould be expanded to include person f‘o should have known of” the fa.cte

R I
'*A

conatituting the confiscation.

In connection with -the. approval oi’ f«this law, Milita.ry Government sb.ould

~announce ite purpose to seek qnadripe.rtite te.;:c;:crotrlal to the use .of Reich. Nazi
1
i and. other properties sequestrated, confisce.ted.'e_. c.f».j pursuant to the authority
. i
‘of Kilitary Government. to make restitution to persons who have eu.ffered 1oeees

’_recoglized by this 1aw and whoae propert_ has' :ot !been found or, if fonnd. hae

been suhetantially damaged or destroyed.
Be Section 83 should read as followe.;

“Intereete in the confiecated. property. .and liabilities connected with
the confiscated aggregate of propertiee. which existed at the time of the
confiscation, shall continue to exist ‘so-far as they have: not.since been

- extinguished or discharged. Interests ‘and 1iabilities created after the
confiscation in favor of persans who: neither knew nor -could have known of
the conﬁecation shall be valid up to the aggregate of charges existing at
‘the date of confiscation, and ‘to ‘such. additiona.l amount as represents an
enhancement of the value of the. property ‘through the creation of such in-
terests and lisbilities. When therea was.,bad faith on the part- of such

el C?)?)
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7 ' persons in. the meaning of Sectlon 18, paragraph 2, after-created liabili-
A ' ties shall-be valid only in the amount by which the value of the property
! was increased by the creation of such 1nterests and liabilities. Interests
and lisbilities created after MaJ 8, 1945,5 shall be preaumed to. have been
created in bad faith. . :
I
9% Section 5 exempts tranaactions 1n the nature of gratuitous bailments
jfrém‘the application of the-law. These arrangemgnts were fictitiona and it would
seem to accord better with the purposes of the law to declare them at an end and |
,allow the claimant to demand an accounting on three montha notice. B
10 In the most 0ptimistic view Jews end JeLiah bodies may hope to regain
under reshitution and 1ndemnification laua 1n Gefmany only a small fraction of
”the vast property lossas which they have suffered since the advent of the ‘Nazi

|
regime. In these circumstances, it would be . unnst and 1nequitable to deprive

Jews and Jew:sh erganizations of a substantial pﬁrt of thishsmall recovary. by
subjecting the property and claims to capital 1avies ana other forms of taxes
and chargea that Germany is likely,to 1mpose forithe purpose of equalizing the'
Vwax damage suffered and for making reparations. 1Accordingly. we urgently
Trecommend that adequate prnvislon be made to exegpt the claima of Jews and
Jewish bodies and property if restituted from suLh taxea and charges. i

I ~
!
1
I
1
!
1

kKAgeiican}Jewiéh Joint Distribhk}onidémmittee ' The Jewish Agency for Palestina '

|
i
:
| | 5
Ameérican Jewisgh Committee i~7W6rld}Jéwish Congress American Jewish conferenge
L : i g
I
|
l
|
|
|
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Br,. mmax Robingon . ..
0/o Gongres Julf Hondial
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‘Tb keep ycu 1nformedl The top peaple in the five organiaationa have

.- Beem v
' Bernstein dictated after the meeting, with the dfaft of the letter

‘ whieh was: 1n the handa of 'the delegetion ba& ﬁxich wag not submitted.

al Clay. I enolose coples of & memorandum whieh Colonel

'<9n the baais of the antcome of this meeting, Bernstain, Senford
" 8ghwarts and T went to Washington and in two day and night sessions

the letter to Byrmes and the attached. alde memoire were worked out,

‘X anclnse three copies of’ this memerandum for your 1nformation.

5*lha Departmant of Btate has virtually agreed to the memoranﬁum with
very -few qualifisations, . $inee this information was given to us im

an jnformal and nnorfieial way, 4% should be treated in strict con-

- Pldengs: As to the qnalifiaations, it 43 believed that the actual

wording of our amendments &s to be ambedied 4in the lew, should be

: redone,er rather worked. out by the aompotont authorities in Germany

With respect to. yaragraph 7 of the memnrandum concarning Nagi proper-. .

»%ies, ‘the opinion of the Bapartment is to meke 8 general reservation

on this point, rather than to express 8ueh epecifie intention today,
In the view of the Department of gtate, the use of ‘pequestrated ‘and
confiscated Reich and Nazi properties will have %o be znaaidered in.

relation to a. general indemnifieation program.

‘With reapect %a Section 10 of the mamorandum, there is general con-
gensus of opinion that the restitution and indemnification progrem
ghould not be mullified by finarcial and other meagures, but it is
felt that further aonaideration ahould be given to the problema
involved in 3ection 10. j

Iem working on commanta to the Austrien 5rd restitution law whieh,
as you know from Miss Kats, was received the day before yesterday,
I shall msend you a draft of the comments for yonr etudy, suggaations

~or corrections. : - L I

Y undarstand you ha§e~your'penn1£ to g6 to Austria, I hope you will
keep me informed about your and other people's doings. '

i

i
i
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Dr. Nehemiah Robinson T | ' December 4, 1946

Profesaors !ﬂiehaaln, ‘Baren and Pr. Blattbarz saw Clay on Sunday, In
pursuance of this meeting we hed a meeting jon Tuesday betwsen the five
cooperating groups and the three gentlemen ‘repregenting the Commission
on Buropean Jewish Cultural Reconstruction. You will probably receive
& report on this meeting from Dr. Blattberg., I just want to inform you
that it was found necessary to postpone the meeting to be held concerning
the get up under whioh the Oultural Commission will work - poseidly within
the framework of the over-all trustseship. The main stumbling block is
8till the Joint, We tried to arrangs a maating vhich Mr, Mopmes Leavitt
will be able to attend., We have made guod]progrosa 8o fax; a5 the mesting
with Clay seems to have shaken the gentlemen of the Joint out of their
previous desire to have QMGUS handle the whole thing. But we do mot
know if they are sonvinced. We hope they are, end if so, this will be :
a big step forward in cur diecusaiona at the next meeting.

I gent & eopy of this letter to Mias Knta who has asked me to 1nform yon
on the duveloymanta of the 1aat two wo@ks.

" From rspor%u, I gather that your maeting waa very suacessful, I hear

whieh is oampletoly 1n 1ina with

from Miss Kats that you are freesir

prosent American atnospheria conditiona.

* Greetings and best wighes, |

I hope to hear from you soon, I o
[

hmmnmﬂhnhwmr
Regearch Department

FBita


http:meeu.,�~8'v.17

W3C €33 : o

APO 757, c/o Postmaster
New York, New |York

| |
' z

i
| |
i !

| ‘ Hovembef 20,. 1948

cantral Committes of Liberatsd Jewa

8iebertatrasse 3
Nunic#, Germany

Dear ffiends:

Thig: 1a to acknowledge your commnnicaxlon of HbLamber 3rd, conceraning the registration
and safeguarding of Jewish property left in the east Huropean countries, As I told you
in per”fn. I am very mugh 1n£erestad in this subject. ‘

1 vtew ef the fact that Mr, Max Lowenthal 1s the racegnized expert on gach
matters, I would like, as the firast step, to refar this to him for consideration
and ‘exploration., I am, therefore, sending a copy of your commnication to him .
. 4n New York via Mr, Kenen of the American Jewish conferanse. 1 anticipate
that Mr. Lowenthal will return to Barmany ahortly, at ﬁhich time T will diacuss
th&s*with him in person. | «|
‘ o

1 e’ in hopes that something definite can be done in this matter, both for the
practical congaquences and to establish the principle that Jews fleaing from
'pogroms do mot thereby forfeit their property rights.

With kind ragarda.’ ! 1

o ! Sincerely yours,

| |
Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein

&ser to the Themter Commandar
'i on Jeyish Affaira

i

[
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" Headauarters
U.S Forces, European Theater
Office of the Commending General
APO 757, ¢/ o Postmaster
‘ Naw;York. ¥.Y. |

 November 20, 1946

|

|

|

|

|

¥r. 1. L. Kenen ' t
American‘JewiahACon@granee |
521 Fifth Avenue ? i
Yew York*,Haw York E
|

|

Dear Mr; Kenan:

"‘closing herewith coples of self-explanatgry correspondence with. .
ral Committee of Liberated Jews. 1 will be grateful if you .
: crward these to Max Lowenthal and, also, send coplies to the fivei
organ,zations. so that they may be knpt 1nformed. o

.With kind regards,

i
} Sincerely yours 3
|

! Rahbi Phil S Bernetein
Advisar to the Theatsr Commander:
on Jewish #ffairs

|
y
|
I

l

|

|

5

|

|

| f
. |
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‘Hoadguarters
U.8 .Forces, European Theater
Office of the Commandmg Genersal
APO 757, ofo Postmaster
New York, Few York

|
| |
! Kovember 20, 1946

Mr. I. L. Kenen ' l
American Jewish Conference ;
521 Fifth Averue !
New York, New York |
. L0 {
oo ) - N
Dear Mr. Kenen: | ]
‘ | |
1 have recommended to Gensral Mark Clark that he invite Max Lowanthal
to come into Austria to make an analysls of the problems on property regtitutior. and to
‘offer recommendations. I do not know yet whather Ganeral Clark will approve of

my recormnandation, but thought T ought to inform you and tha Jewish organiza.tions,
as w«all as Mr. Lowenthal, of what is transpiring.

I dcm't bave Max Lownthalls addresa. ’l‘harefora, 1 would appreciate your nf o 1ng .
him of this development and asking him to af‘ivisa me of the date of his return to
Garmany. If there is to be any delay in his return, please ask him to inform

me of recent devalopments. I ngt to bs in a position to give mpport here to

his eurrant thinking and raoommendaﬁions. 1

I wi.],l "be grateful if you and the ethar organizations will 1ot me have . _
your: cgrrent reactions to the matter of property restitution and claims 1n

With bost wishes,

Rabbi Phillp 8. Bern: tein
Adviser to ths Themter Commander
on Jewish Affalrs

i
' |
|
| ]A

|
. .
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CKHTRAL COMHITTUE oF LIBERATED JEVWS
In ths Amarican Ocnupled Zene in
\C}ermany o
Tel. 480878, 480879 ¥o., 0908
| | Novambor 3, 1948

|
%
!
E Munich, Siebertstrasse 3
: Ref. Pr/357/46/0908
|
1
To: ‘Qabbi Philip Bernstein |
 Adviser for Jewish Affairs BQ USFET
Framfurt/}ﬂain ?
Subjectx ‘Registration and safeguarding of Jewish property
' left in the Bast European'countrian A S
Many Jews who have been liberated b§ the Alliéﬁ Forces from concentration csmps in
Germany dnd those who have flsd their coxmtriss because of persacution and pogroms
and found shelter in the US Zone, left their proparty in their last place of abode.
mainly in Poland. . ‘

, i‘ ) . ,
In spite of the fact that the saving of 1ives and hamporary relative agsurance from
‘ peraaeution have bgnefited the Jewiah population conqidarably, there ramaina. howevar,

the fact of Jewish property left over which in many 1ns¢ances is an accumnlation of
( labour and thrift by many genara.t:ona.

Tha proparty of Jewigh DP's left in‘thesa countrias is to be divided 1n two groupss

1) Property of physical persons ’
2) Property of Jewish commanities and other corporations of public law,
l

The property of physical persons 13 mainly put undar Governmenx care or is under
no control and is being destroyed. A small mmber of survivors who had lawful righia
'to these properties which after the‘conclusion of}hostilitiea returnaed to their old
living placeg did not have the possidility to 1ns§itute legal procaedings in order
to take possession of their former holdings, becguse the internal situation d41d not
afford “them the cpportunity to stay lany longer and they. were forced to leave and
sack eafety somewhere slse., In this way the mainlbu,';'f properties of thess Jewlish
physical persons under the exiating\laws of the Eastern‘Enropean countrias will aftor
a certain period pasgﬁndar g@vernment ownerahip. S

Apart from the dsnial to the lawful.owners to take noqsession of their property thia
problem will be followsd by grave political consaquencas becausa the. governments which’
are interested in expropriation of Jewish property will not undertaks any measures lo
fight antisemitio 1nflusnoas and ‘in this way forca the Jewlsh ponnlation to leave the
boundariae of these cduntries and eﬁantually takelpossesaion of their property.

Apart from the above problems there lare many instances when this property arouses
disputes as there appear persons who make bona fide or mala fide claim to be t only

living inheritors of the above saidepropartiea and nometimes take unlawful poeé@asion ‘
of same :
- , \ ' i ,

: -
conditions described above are harming the cause ﬁf European Jeury ae the fundg and

WYC @3 o 1 |
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~ money which could be realized by disposing of the above sald property would have
nelped them financially to relsbilitate themselves il their new places of abods.
i
Analogical conditions pertaining to property of Jewgsh communities and other legal
corporations exist in the Baster Buropsan countriea. These properties have beaen
nearly all taken over by the governments of thosse countries. The problem of this
property, under the existing internstional law requiras golving the future claims
by way af 1nternationalﬁggraement or by the decision of Uhitaa Nations, '
|
It 13 propossd that the first ateps tc be. taken by the Gentral Jewish Committes
is to”make a complete census of the property left by the Jewish DP's in the East-
ern Zuropean countries (mainly in Poland) who are now 1iving in the US Rone. The
rasults of such a census woudd give us all the necesaary data and enable us to raise
this cuestion end resch a principle solﬁzion. Seoondlv. 1% wonld bs posgible to
return realize this property for its lawful ownere. Thirdly, it would be
g _to safeguard this property from destruction and expropriation until such
3 it would be returnsd or disposed of by 1ts lawful ownersa,

We kindly. request Rabbi Bernctain to t&ka up the ahgve raiged problems and will
appreciate if he will c¢mmnnicate his attibuda on thla subgact .

Presidency
! of the
Gentralrcommittee

!

|
|
1

W3C <33 S
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RETURNED TO:

Box of 9158 coins Germany

MS- af a Pgalter, lzth Ca} Germany
six daggers with sheaths;
iron<bound leather box(very early);
leather box containing documents;
red depatch case of Napolam I3
Chinese puppets (6).
From Amorbach museum or Ofsanhaoh
Leathor Museum; Tom Hows returnsd
tha items. .

Droochsloot Painting rrom Breman Gemany
* Kunsthalle : :

Cranach, Port.rait of Melauathcn Germany
from. MGCP '

Ebh,iopmnf ES. and uﬁéé and 15 =
Indian miniaturas md,ggrints
a.‘t‘ter Raphael from Barlin Library Gemany

Ivory diptych of l&th c. of the Passion
from the Kassal- Hmum . Germany '

Jewsled Renalhsance figurinen
of man an monkay from- German

Four tapestries c. 1580,
Ovid series from Bavarian

 collection . - - Garmany
Ditver engraving £rom ‘;’ » | |
Nurnberg Jugeum o , Gamm:y
F!'Bnch,Boek of Hours - ' Germany

Kationa.l Museum . ' : Garma.py' i

Tapastryx Landseape with ﬂ'guras,‘,. -
Ca 1760 from Kunathiatorishhes :

Geramics and bronses (51) ‘ China

Panels of tha Bronge Boarc of
Benevento Cythedral early 13th c. ; :
(2) T - Italy

Mussum, Vienna e | ‘ | Austx-ia'

948

SUMBER OF PIECES e

16

\

6+6

51 1946-7

2 1946~-7
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- ' RETURNED TO:  NUMBER OF PIECES
ptian gold ring froﬁi"ﬁeroe » part
rlini Treapure of Berlin Museum Germany 1
~ Two paintings by Poelanburg and
Brekelenkam from Lasienki Palace ‘
- Mugeum, Warsaw. o Poland 2
,,16/. MS of Political Testament of
’ Fredsrick the Great of 1752 :
German State A.r‘chivea Germany 1l
f. Monet Painting looted fram
' Mme Halphen, Paris. France 1
P
A8, Leopard Skin Rug from Lsa
- Household Korea 1
«19. Books from Syracuse Uﬁiv.i Lib, Gemany | 12 vels.
»“20. Books from Lawrence College, o
Appleton Wisconain to Marburg Lib. Gsroany 8 vols.
: Univ, i '
v21, Books from Prineeton/ld.brary Germany 2 vols.
22, Books from Univ. of Penn. Lib, Germany 5 vols.
23, M3 and books; tablets, beads 50 vols.
and headdress. from Royal ' 65 objectn
Housshold of Ok:l.nawa A Okinawa Aathooiey
. Haing Pealter from Brenden Library Germany 1 vol
‘/2?. Rubens painting frcm Bﬁasolderf |
Museum ‘ 3 ' Germany 1
o 2. mngnahnsonvmm,épwo:m o
' indenture fram Columbus (Ohio) . |
. Public Library W:Lll collins Libru'ian Enpland 1
e
. Mishl@ofmrtgags da&edléw fram
A Duluth (Miunmta) Public Library . Bngland 1
. "old lsdy ﬁseatied b‘y'ths .'E;Lra" £from ’
Busaeldor . Kmtmmlungea thru
‘/29.- wﬁeimargaldmmanﬁmdsla T
From dealer thru cusbm Garmnny 50
\f 30. Bavarien Munzsammlung
Ancient seals gems and caina{mprodnﬁiens) L 250
| | :
| RN AR
Wg“ea s Y
2. . [iunsm ! :
. ACIYTIIN C eSO NNGLYN S OII0 O e
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Archival records of Grebanatam
Becord of debt MS. 15th c.
léth [ S 17th c.

Hildahran&sliad Kasssl Library
NY and Phil, dealer’

o e mem-a

&3 bound repoyt.s of NEI

1767-1939
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OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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-

Case Noo MNue of .. . Description of 0bj. Raborted by: Investigated‘and

Objects. ‘ ; Recovered byvs:
L .. 948 Coins ' Collector Bureau of Customs,
- o ' : of Customs, Washington,
Chicago Collector of
: Customs, Chicago
2 16 13th c. Manusceript Collector 5Bureau of Customs,
: Six daggers with of Customs - Washington
sheaths New York - Collector of
Iron-bound leather City .;Customs, New York
box (very early) Clty o :
Red despatchicase of ' s
Napoleon I

Teather box contain-
ing documents

Chinese puppets | iagmH‘
3 1 Painting: Droochs- New York ~  Bureau of Customs,
loot (1631) Hlst. Soce Washington
; - Collector of Customs,
;. g New York City
4 1 Cranach Ptg. of Brooklyn Bureau of Customs,
Melancthon College Washington
' S - Collector of Custous
| New York City
5 22 Indian Ptgs. & Detroit Bureau of Customs,
Drawings ’ Inst. of Washington
Ethiople MS. & Arts Collector of Custonms,
Case. Drawings. ‘ Detroit, Michigan :
after Raphael‘ . |
6 1 14th ¢, Ivcry Los Angeles Bureau of Customs,
diptyech of the County Museum Washington ;
Passion Collector of Customs,
' ' Los #angeles, Calif,
‘7 1 - Jewelled Renais- 108 Angeles Bureau of Customs,
sance flgurine of County Museum Washington
man and monkey Collector of Custom:s,
, ‘ . " Los Angeles, Calif.
8 1 Dlirer Engraving E.R. Schwabach Voluntary return
9 1 French 15th, de Young Memor-~ Bureau of Customs,

Book of Hours . ial Museum Washington
. o : . Collector of Cusiom:

San Francisco,Ca]ifa

[

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

i
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é§e No. Recelved from: Status Owner Returned to Date of Return
1 F. Cooper, : 1
Cont.) Edna, Kansaa Army  Unknown OMGUS 1949
2 J. Bodnar, Jr. Army  Amorbach
(cont. )} N. Y. C. © Museum oMGUS 1949
" 1 1
Offenbach .
Leather "
Mus eum "
i i i . . .
" fi 1 w o n n’ : ’ 1949
'3 J. R. Hutchinson Lt. Bremen OMGUS «
(cont.) (USNR) Kunsthalle : : 1949
"4 7 R, Hilberg  Army Hitler Collection OMGUS 1949
(cont.) Brooklyn, N.Y. Fiihrerbau :
Munich
5 D, Whitney  Army Berlin State OMGUS 1949
cont.) Detroit, Mich. Library ’
!
- ; e S o
cont.} H. F. Travis Army Kassel Museum OMGUS 1949
7“' | H. P.‘Jéﬁﬁédh‘"Arﬁy w“"Mannheimer | OMGUS 1949
sont. ) A Collection :
i
g 7 E. R. Schwabach (Capt.) Germsnisches " Ger. Govt. 1949
onta ) : National Museum,
e . .. Nlrnberg. .. _ L
9 N. Yeatrakas Army  Remagen, Ger. OMGUS 1949
ont.) '
OFFICIAL USE ONLY
T
& 59 # 12
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" case No., No. of R Description of Obj. Reported by: Investigated and
Objects, ‘ Recovered by:
’%lQ me 4 Tapestries, c.1580 MFA&A,OMGB Bureau of Customs,
' : . Bvid Series: Washington
. ' Collector of
Customs, New York
City .
11 1 '~ Tapestry, Brussels MFA&A , OMGB Bureau of Customs,
: about 1700 . Washlngton
: ' : Collector of
| Customs, New York b
( City -
12 51 Ceramics and Chinese Bureau of Customs, ‘
3 paintings Government Washington |
‘ ’ ﬂ Collector of
Customs, New York
‘ City
13 .2 Two panels of
Bronze Doors, of
Benevento Cathedral,
early 13th ¢,
14 12 Foreign Documeﬁts,
: French,
1 Folder, 12 dosslers
15 1 Italian Documents
186 ' 6 Woodcuts
17 3 Two paintings and Norfolk Museun Voluntarily
one pastel. . of Arts and surrendered
Sciences
Norfolk, Va.
18 28 Japanese sword Philadelphisa
furniture Museum of Art
(11 tsuba and ’
17 Kozuka )
19 1 Painting: Monet - Detroit Iﬁstitute Department
"péniches sur la  of Arts, Detroit, of State.
Seine®™ 1874 Michigan Returned with
. approval of the
Common Councll
; : of the City of
OFFICIAL USE ONLY Detroit,

< i
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Redeived from: Status Oﬁner Returned to Date of Return

10 A, M., Adler and-Dealers Bavarian OMGUS 1949
(cont.) George F, National
.Y Sehimenn . Museum,

Munich

11 A. M, Adler Dealers Xunsthistorisches OMGUS 1949
(Cont.) and George F. Museum, Vlenna

Schimenn ' ! !

‘ 1 IS

' ;? f

e e e e . e i

P.J.R. Desjardins (Lt. Chin.Gov't. Chinese Govt. 1947 ] g
U.S5.N.R.) (from Tientsin) . é

. f F

|

e e s e S et e e i

13 ~ ' Army B%nevento Italian Embassy,#* 1946
(Conte) ) - Cathedral Washington

14 Name unknown French Govt. 'OMGUS # 1946
(Cont.) Found at Fort

Diz, New Jersey

7185 "Name Unknown Italian Govt. Italian # 1946
(Cont,) . : . Bmbassy
- 16 Capt.M.R.Tsouros Army Heidelber% . OMGUS #* 19486
{Conta)- . e Undiversdty 0 , V .
17 Brother of Bologna area ' Italian % 1946
(Conto) Mrs. E. Shamp Brnbassy
NOrfOlk, Va, '

18 Soldier, neme Army 'SCAP, Tokyo # 1946
(Conte) unknown

»
i

19 Detroit Tnstitute Mme. Pernand French Brbassy 1950
(Conte) of Art . Halphen, Paris Washington,D.C.

# Not recelved and not returned hy the Department of State.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY , R
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Description of 051. Reported by: Investigated and
Recovered by:

1l - Mainz Psalter Wme Ae Jackson Bursau of Custonms,
i Harvard Univ. Washington
: ' Collector of
Customs, New Yorl

Rl ket et

City
21 2 Paintings: | Bureau of Bureau of Customs,
Poelenburgh and Customs,. Washington; Customs
Brekelenkamp Washington Agent, Laredo, i

(framed) ' . Texas; Department
, : of Justice, Washing- N
ton and U 3 Attorney,

Fort Smith,
Arkansas
22 1 ILeopard Skin Rug Dept. of State Bureau of Customs,
: A from news Washington i
report Collector of ke
Cusatoms, Denver, ;
Colorado :
23 ' 1 Egyptian gola ring Museum of Bureau of‘Customa; 4
from Meroe, from  Fine Arts Washington B

Ferlinl Treasure Collector of
; _ Customs, Boston, Mass

24 1 MS of Politiéal T.A.Heinrich, Bureau of Customs,

Testament of Huntington Washington
Frederic the Museum - Supervising Customs
Great, 1752. : Agent, New Orleans
25 12 Volumes | Syracuse: Univ. Returned by request
‘ Library ' ‘
26 8  Volumes | . Iewrence Col- |
lege, Wisconsin . " " " |
27 2 Volumes ' Princeton Univ. ;
: Library 5 f ] n
28 “5; Volumes ‘ Uniﬁersity of

Perm. Library

OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Received from: Status ' Owner Returned to Date of Return ifili
20 Dealer Dresden  OMGUS & Fed. March 13, 1950  [ikd
(6ont.) . Staats . Rep. of Ger. ;
C N.Y.C, Bibllothek s
21 Mr. Robert Emrlck Army Lazienki Palace Polish Embassy, Jan. 10, £ :
(Cont.) Rogers Arkansas . Polish State  Washington, 1951
Museum ‘ D, C.
" 22 Elverne H. Army Changdok . Korean Hmbassy Feb, 14, 1952 f&°
(Cont.) Giltner, i Palace, - Washington, R
923 Lake Ave., . Seoul, . D. C. b
Pueblo, Colorado ' Korea ‘, ' :
. ‘ H : ,
23 Rabbi Joseph S. Army . Berlin Federal Republic May 16,1952
(Cont.)  Shubow, Chaplain MNuseum of Germeny, Bomn.
125 Holland: R4,, . Inve Nre $
Brookline 46, 22781 . &
e Masg, S o .
24 John H. Murphy USAF  Koenlgliche Haus s
(Conto) 124 Hobbie Drive " Archives of the i
Montgomery, German State u " goow 4
Alabama ‘
TTTTRETTTT T "Syracuse Univers- : Koenigliche Preussiche " wem e
(Conte) 1ty Library . Meteorologisches In- fi
T stitut, Berlin .
TeE ‘Lawrence College . University of " wo®
(Cont.) Merburg :
T3 brinceton Univ. Bibliothek Sohloss non B
(Cont.) Library ~ Plathe Pommern ;
25 Univ. of Penn.  Germen Librartes . » n B
(Cont.,) ILibrary ! ‘ ;
OFFICIAL USE ONLY E
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No. of " . Description of Obj. Reported by: Investigated ard
Objects. ! ' , Recovered by:
v 29 .. 1 Painting: Rubens Los Angeles Bureau of Custcoms
RO "Saint Katherine" County Museum  Washington, D.C. ¥
' and Department of p
: ' 1 Justice i
\ ‘ Collector of : i

Customs, Los Angeles

' ‘ California.
30 o Painting: Breklenkam, Bureau of "
"0ld Lady by Fire" Customs
31 115 Okinawa Royal MSS Army Bureau of Customs, ;[
(50 vola,); : ' Washington, D. C.
tablet and beads , Supervising Customs
65 other dbjects : : Agent, Boston, Massww
32 1 Woodcut by Bodo ,
Zimmermann. j ’ Returned by request
33 o . English document: o B
Indenture, dated 1671 ‘ ®oom " b
34 1 English document:

o

Indenture, dated 1680 ; ' ‘ 1 "

35 1 Banner fror'n Aachen |
{‘t 3
36 50 Gold medals and colns Museum of Art Bureau of Cusboms,‘;f; ;
' + Rhode Island Washington, D.C.; ::
. School of Supervising Cas~- |
Design toms Agent: i
Chicago, Bl Paso,
) ‘ New Orleans a:ad i
, New York City. !
37 250 Antique seals and - Bureau of Customs,
gems Washington, D. C.
' ‘ Supervising Cus-
; ' ‘ toms Agent, Now
i § : - York City.
38 43 Bound reports of Amherst College Returned by
' NEI 1767-1939 Library request -
OFFICIAL USE ONLY ;
‘i
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Received from: Status' Owner Returned to Date of Return
29 Mr. J. P. Frary Army DHsseldorf Fed. Republic May 16, 1952
< (ContY” 18010 Valley Museum: of Germany,
Vlsta, Encino, Xunstsamm- Bonn :
Cale - ' lungen
___.,,. SOW : 5 "" ) ‘N l 11 !, 1} 1]
. ( Cbnt ° ) '
31 Carl Sternfelt USNR 'Royal House- Government of May 29, 1953
(Conts) 87 Grove Street, ‘hold of . Ryukyu
Scltuate, Mass,. Okinawa - Islands

Office of His-
torical Properties

Columbus Public Llbrary

Mrs. Eva Zimmer-  owner
mamm, 2401 N. Fratney

Milltary History,Dept.Army St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin

. Record Officé Britlsh Embassy Sept. 7,

Columbus, Chio Weshington, D.C. 1954
e S o : . - — :
Duluth Public Library " ‘ " " " m
Duluth, Minnesota |
. “WMUﬁiﬁgﬁéity of fibrida lCity of Aachen German Eﬁbassy, Sept. 8,
(Cont.) S e Washington,D.C. 1954
T3 ‘Griinthal New York Weimar, German Embassy woon
(Cont,.) Dealer = Schlossmuseum Washington, D.C,.
‘ ‘ ‘ & Trusteeship of
F.RoGa
37 Stacks New York  Munich, ' German Bmbassy L
(Cont.) Dealer Staatliche Washington,D.C.
' Minzsemmlung
38 Library of Congress ‘Netherlands: Netherlands
Government Embassy,
Washington,
; D' CQ

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Jenuary 9,1954
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case No. No. of ' ', Description of Obj. Reported by: Investigated and

Objects. ’ . Recovered bys:
" Tzg 2 "ILiber Sapientiae" Published in Bureau of Customs,
: 10th century bound The New Colo- Washington, D. C.
MS, with one page phon, 1950, Collector of
of A.,D. B00 MS of p. 233, Customs, New York
"Hildebrandslied" Cltye.
(in blue léather ‘ : ,
bOX)o : ] .
40 1. Wurzburg Missal
of 1495 (Missale
Herbipolense)
41 9 Records of Grebensteln Returned by ;
Hesse-Kassel 17th - . request : B
_ 18th c¢. and other docu- . - 1.
' ments i
42 1 Petrarch MS, "De Africa", New York Bureau of Customs, |
l4th century , Times Washlington, D. 3. ;
‘ ‘ report Department of |
Justice and U.S. !
" Attorney for N.J. i
Collector of
Customs, New York
City
43 7 Forgerles of antique Metropolltan Bureau of Customs,
' ' gold jewelry Museum of Washington, D. .
’ Art Supervising Cusioms
~ Agent, New York and
Los Angeles, Callf.
44 1 Korean sword, Los Angeles Bureau of Custous,
Yi Dyn. 14th County Museum Washington, D. C.
and 15th century Supervising Cusiioms
; ‘ : Agents, Los
Angeles and San
| Francisco, Callf'.
45 .2 Record Books of . Return requestec.
Military Academy, ‘
' Pilsen, Czechoslovakia
46 3 Papyri Jandanse, German Govt. Bureau of Custons,
Nos. 246,323 and . Washlington, D.C.
324, 3rd century A.D. Supegvising Customs
« Agen

, | 4 granc 80 and Collec
OFFICIAL USE ONLY ‘ | Dgefhs [ UREoRss Los
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Recelved from: Status Owner  Returned to Date of Return

Case No.

39 .. The Estelle Sold by Kassel, German Embassy, Sept. 10, 1954
-+ *(Cont.) Doheny Rosenbach, Landes~ Wash., D.C,
Collection, NoYeCou bibliothek.

- Camarillo, Cale Dea;er

B noo % T

T Meinfranklsches
(Cont.) Museum, Wirzburg
U417 Idbrary of 1 Land Hesse Twoow T "

(Cont.) Congress

48 7 Wmlter Rechstelner, Army Trieste US Political Sept. 17, 1954

(Cont.) 728 Twenty-fourth St. Biblioteca  Adviser, E
Unlion City, N. Je ! Civica Trieste ]

- 743 " “li¥s, Glare Elizabeth ' Importer Mr. Marwitz Transferred Sept. 21, |
(Cont.) Hertling, Los Angeles, and who was sen- to National 1964
California . dealer tenced in Collection , }

Munich for  of Fine Arts,
puttling forgeries Smithsonian Inst”

, on market on permanent derposit.

7" 44  Tom C. Harrison, Army GI. Yi Household Minister of Nov. 5,
(Conte.) 2658 Juliet St., Changduk Education, 1954 .
Los Angeles 7, Cal., Palace, ROK, Seoul =
' Seoul |

45 Library of Congress = Transferred to Sept. 21,
(Conte) Office of 1955 :
Militery History, f
O S Depte . of t he ,
TTTU a6 Mr. Salem Menfred Flaum, University of = German ﬁ%basay J;ég69,~

124 Pico Boulevard, Glessen Library Wash., D.C.
Santa Monica, Cal. i ‘

OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Case No.

o ®

Noe of
Objects.

47“hw 1

48 33

49 289

50 11

51 4

52 1228

53 88

54 22,664

55 1

2

- 58 -

OFFICTIAL USE

{‘ 7

R

ONLY

Description of Obje

Reported by:

o ’"'D'Ei LA
- Auhﬂng

72T rawa Uale%, '

o e R e i 2

FIED

76?07 ’

=

- =

Investigated and

i
1

Jepanese sword and
scabbard

Icons-(si} and
Sillverframes (2)

Silvefware & Rugs

Nine artifacts, 6.‘
A.D. 1300 and two

'Museum'Of
Flne Arts,
‘Houston, Texas

Rochéster
Museum of

books from Eichstédtt. Arts and

Objeéts (4) from
Herrenchigmsee

Coins

Stamps

Miniature soldlers
(lead)

Dachau Buri?l Urn

Sclences,
:chhester N.Y.

Herwin
Scheefer,
Berkeley,
Californlia.

Department
of the Army

. 4 1

City of Hers-
bruck, Germany.

Wm. P. Stube,
Jr., Houston
Texas

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Washlngton, D.

b1 i 1t

Recovered by:

Return requesi:ed

Bureau of Cusiioms,
C. :
Supervising {
Customs Agent, ‘
New Orleans, (‘ustoms1
Agents in Browns-
ville, ILaredo and
Galveston, Tezas

Return requested

Return requested

Office of the Pro- |
vost Marshal General;
Department of the j
Army, Bureau of f
Customs, Washington,
D. C.

Office of the Provos%
Marshal General,
Bureau of Customs,
Washington, D. C.
Supervising Customs
Agent, Chilcago. :

L i

Office of the Pro-~
vost Marshal
General, Department
of the Army,

- Bureau of Customs,
Washington, D. C.

Customs Agent,
Houston, Texas

b 375

s v
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Case Noe Recelved from: Status Owner Returned to Date of Return
47 Cole. Fred C. Army Japanese Forelgn Office August 6, 1956
. { Contwg , Dyer, 3653 Win- :  Government Jap. Gov'te.
throp Ave., ' Tokyo
S Indianapolis,lnd. e e e e
48 Mr. Dana B. Army USSR USSR Embassy, April 10, 1957
(Cont.)  Mac Inerney . Washington,
' ‘ L. C.
49" T Quartermaster Corps = Nazl loot  Bundesdenkmalamt, July uO, 57
(Cont.) - Department of the &rmy,wfound in’ Austria‘ Austria Govt Vienna
50 Anonymous Historical German Embassy January 29,
(Cont.) SOcietg,;' Washington, D.C. 1958
Eichstltt,
: Bavaria
51 Col. Samuel S. Army Castles of German Embassy w =
(Conte) Morse Herrenchlemsee, Washington,
' : Bavaris D. C.
:
52 Mr, John Ohringer Army Mre Anton German Embassy I
(Conte) Chicago, Illinois Johannes Wiede, . Washington,
Hoerwarthstrasse D. C.
‘ 43/3, Munich 23,
’ Germany ' ‘
53 Dr. Chas. A Owen,Jr. Army TR " b n 1
(Cont.) - Rochester, Minn. ‘ : = S ]
54 Col. ILarter Heimat Museum, Shipped by Army May 29,
(Conte.) 124 Evans Avenue Hersbruck, to Germanyyto Ba- 1958
Sen Antonlo, Texas Germany . varisn Iand Office
« for the Care and
Preservation of C
S UgPUBgRERaTY HRSEgn Oom
85 °~ R. R. Cocke, Army Munich, Germany Germen Hmbassy, Ma7 6,
(Conto) P.0, Box 1052, ; Washington,D.C. 1959

Corsicana, Texas

OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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"case Nos No. of t.i. Description of Obj. Reported by: Investigated and
Objects. | , J Recovered by:
L. 86 . 31 _ Prehistoric artifacts Amer, Museum Return requested
- from Russian excava- ' of Natural '
tlon | ' Hlstory, N.Y.C.
s7 . 14 Books and| Objects , Mejor Robert E.
! . Brizee " v
| s
58 | 1 Luther, 840 Lieder... Princeton Univ.
: . Library " W
. | |
59 : 1 Letter from Joseph e i
Haydn, damed 16 August
60 | 2 Paintings: Kc'sekkoek., Bureau of Cus. Bureau of Customs
Landscape, & Maes, ?toms‘(dee case Washington D.C.
Portrait lof man,from’ . #29: Rubens) &nd Supervisor of
Bad Wildungen Repository Customs, Lo«
. 5 | ‘Angeles & Detroilt
61 . 350 4 German State Archives: Gprman Gov't. Bureau of Cus-~
Royal papers and ! ‘ toms, Washing-
correspondence° state ; : ton, D. C.
treatles! ; ‘ Collector of
| ' : Customs, New
; j | York and Buffal
: : , Dept. of Jus~
! ' ' : tice.
|| 1
f % !
! -
,' ' | ;
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Recelved from: Status Owner Returned to Date of Rebturn

56  Mr. James ILarwood, Army USSR USSR Embassy, August 18, 1959
2 (Conti Atlanta, Georgila . Washington,D.C,

Army Korea Univ, Korean Embassy Dec. 23, b

(Cont.) 2809 Farm Road, ; Library & Im- Wash., D.Cs" 1959 Mus . (a3
v ... . Alexandria, Va. | perilal Yl Household Collection Toksu Palac:fns
~ 58 Princeton Univ. . 'Danziger Stadt Privately to August 23,
(Contae) Library , Bibliothek ﬁ%ggargfocholish 1960

57“ ' ‘Major Bfizee;

59 Library of Congress ' Deutsche Staats- German Embassy Dec. 21,
(Cont.) » bibliothek, Washington, 1960
© Berlin ‘ De Co

—mmfgéwamh 4mr. Valentine ILavin Army Not known
(Cont.) 4806 Cleveland Ave., Deposited in :
N. W., Canton, Ohilo. Bad Wildungen

T8 Mr, Pritz Otto  East German German Govt. ‘
(Conte.) Welnert immigrant | B

to US. ‘ %HNQ

‘ ":ﬁ
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Entry ‘x’\(o D et
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L BOX ’l L TDarechn
! .
- o ;‘»‘QV\ (/x ﬁrq,‘ij’:f! up
f Berlin, Germany
T | 1 July 1949
: _ L ’ R a0 Lo
er.' Ee Je. _COhn;‘, . - '7 ' o ] ‘ . . ) ?

‘5 New Squavre

Lincoln's Inm S

London. W.Ce 2, England o
: Dear Mr. Cohns ‘ .
I have received your letter of 7 June IQ49 oconcerning the restitu-

tion claim filed pursuant to Military Govermment Law No. 59 on hehalf
“of Dr. 0, Loelmann.

Vilitarv Government hasg in its custody at the present time several
hundred thousgand books which‘wore recently moved from several collecting
points in the U.8. Zone to a single .depository at Wiesbaden. Due to .
their. number and the inability to allocate sufficient personnel for the
purpose, it hag not been posaiblo to sort and cetalogue them by title
and author. It is expected. however, thet at a later date those which.’
bear an individual's name or other mark of identificatién indicating
prebable ownership will have been segregated and be. available for de-
livery to the psrson entitled to receivo them. :

¥here & petition hns been filed pursuant to Military Gove rnment
Taw No. 59, the\Rbstitution Agency having Jurisdiction may, under the .
Taw, request additional particulars as to the claimed property, and
may algo, in the event there;is no counter' claim or objection by the
present holder, issue an order granting the petition. It 1s also
within the competence of that Agency to. oonsidor, in support of the
specific claim under -reference, such facts as to. desoription of the

property as the petition could reasonsbly be expected to prévide under
tha circumstanoea.

: i _ . Cee
Ag it ia physically impossible for the Arohival Depot to provide the
- claimant with a list of titles and authors, I can only suggest you fur-

nish such information as is possible as to titles, authors, such addi~ -~

tional descriptive matter concerning the books as is known, and pointing
out further, as you have stated, that the pa rtioula r books being claimed
ere all inscribed with the name of the petitioner or his brother. You

may possibly obtain assistnnco by writing The Jewish Restitution Sucooa-

sor Organization, APO 696-A.'attention Mr.' Ferenoz._

I sincerely regret I am unable to be of ‘more; immediate assistanoe.

.i | ¥_ :{‘; Sinooroly.

. ¥ILTON L. OGDEN
f . I.Atc COlo GSC
:Secretary General
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OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (US}
Property Division

APO 742
Berlin, Germany

l; Xovember 19,8
YBHORANDUE TO GEVERAL CLAY

SURJEGT : Considerabion of Cuit=off Dabe for Piling Claims wnder the
Restitubtion Law

%

l. We have continually, during the last six months, received

1 thers asking that the time for filing claims under the Restitution

aw be extended, giving, in many cases, very compelling reasons. The
tempo of these leuters has stepped up recently, and it is fully ex=
pected that very shortly'pressure from all sides will commence, because
of the fact that only two months remain. JR3Q has alrsady indicated
orally that they feel that it is impossible for them to do a satis-
factory job in such a short time.

2. In order vhat a final decision wmay be made now, thus
saving a great deal of wasted last-minute effort in the week or so be~-
fore 31 December 1948, Legal Division end Froperty Division feel that
all reasons for and against the extension of the {iling date should be
considered by you at this %ime, that a final decision be made, and that
Washing ton be advised so that it can do whatever poss:ble to deal wmth
the question,

f -

Z. Reasons against extension of the date:
a. Claimants have had thirteen months to file.

be The German property owners and. the German Econony
have elready had three and & half yewrs of uncerbainty as to Htitles of
property which may be claimed for restitution.

. "c. Hodification as bo time of filing will lead to other
pressures being exerted for other changes in the law, leading to some
of thy resulss encounbered in denaz ification,

de kilitary aover nment desires Lo have terminated, insofar
as possible, before the Cccupavlon Statute becomes effechive, those un=-
certainties anpd burdens imposed by Military Government on the German
people and the German EConomy. :

e, The eliminavion of the Froperty Division and the cut-
ting down of Lilitary Government perticipstion in certain phases of the
Ocoupation would be delayed at least for the bime of the extension.
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4o Reasons in favor of the extension of the filing date:

a, On 1 November 1948, only 11,335 petitions, both
complete and incomplete had been filed with the Central Filing Agency.
This number is far less -Ghan the number which we had expecued, alshough
of course two months remain in the filing period,

bs Complaints have been received concerning inadequate

publicity in various countries of the world, but there has been uothing
to bear this out, other than the remark at "a." above, There is nothing
further that ONMGUS can do about this, since we have issued press rae-
leeses, contacted known claimants by mail, and given full information
to all military and diplomatic missions in Germeny several times, The
State Department was likewise requested to circularize all embassies and
legations and bring the informakion o the attention of the governments
50 which they were accredited, although we understand this was not ac-
complished in some countries in a way %o publlclze fully the provisions
of the law,

¢ce The war in Palestine has for some time stopped mall
service, bubt it has now been resumed.

de Individual lawyers and the JRSO find themselves in +the
-position of btrying to get sufficient information concerning the many
~¢ laims which they are handling within a period which makes it almost
physically impossible, Part of this-can, of course, be abttributed to
the late start that JRSO had and the faci that some individual attorneys
have only recently received the claims,

e« -Under the provisions of the law, the JRSO may c¢laim
2ll unc laimed Jewish property, unless a written waiver of a claim is
delivered before 31 December 1948, ,in informal opinion of a recent
visitor from the War Department was that JRSO would profit at the ex-
pense of individual claimants who had not yet even heard of the law
and that the extension would, therefore, be advisable, as a matter of
Justice to the brue claimant.

fo. An extension of time would bring us more nearly in
line with the other occupabtion powers, since the French havs .extended
their deadline until some time in May 1949, and the British, still
withou$ a restitution law, have extended the time for filing claims
wnder General Order Mo, 10 until December. 1949, bub bhere zppears to be
no possibility of wiformity on other points,

5« The granting of an extension would relieve liilitary Covern-
ment and the Restitution Agercies of certain criticism which results from
refusals to administratively waive certain matbters presently required. -
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These refusals are interpreted as non-cooperation by Military Govern-
ment or the Restitution Agenciss in solving the problems involved in
the waiver. Examples.: :

2. JRSO has indicated that they feel that additional
¥ilitary Government legislabion must be promulgated which would allow
it to file a claim at a later time, in the event thal a report by the
"holder of confisceted propel sy ynder Article 77 of the law had not
been fileds

be JRSO has already indicated that it expects exiraor-
dinery consideration from szilitary Government and the Restitution
Agencies in supplementing the information contained in the minimum
¢ laim forms which they are i ling to meet the 31 December 1%,8 deadline.

Any refusals by OWGUS or the Restitution Au thorities o grant
thess or similar regquests will probably be Sermed a sabobage of the
purposes of %he Restitution Law.

6. RECCUMENDATION: Both the Property Division and bthe Legal
‘Division recommend that no extension of the deadline be made, hich=
ever way Lhe decision is made, scmeone will suffer, and in the carry-
ing out of sound Military Government administration, as well as streng-
thening our position vis-a-vis the new German provisional government,
it is fel: that we should not extend the filing periocd. Upon the prem-
ise that this recommendation is accepted, we have prepared the attached
cable Lo Washington, outlining the reasons both for and against such a
decision and stating that this is the final decision and they may se
inform persons who inguire, giving &the reasons therefor. 1In addition,
we have asked in the cable that the State Department again immediately
contact all embassies and legations, reguesting them %o point oubt to
the respective governments to which they are accredited the urgency
that their residents and nationals f£ile claims before 31 December 1948,
We will take ex@mctly the same steps with respect to the military and
diplomatic missions accredited here in Germany. :

o/ | A

el (4

o Bo JJ CASSODAY

1 mel: afs : ' ' Deputy:Direc tor
) . s ‘ . [/4’
Te lephone L3684 _ . J Y SO

CORCURRENCE : Leg;,a.l Division

/fUEM*C

117122



vaniaa \-ULLUMLJ FEUUNSLHUCTL O

— m;smmcm OF BOOKS IN THE U.S. FROM JULY 1, 19&9 TO JAN. 31, 1952

4 ‘ Nb; of - | Rare

‘ Itema No. Re- Net. Bookn
Name of Institution - Raceived® turmed  Received Tnclided
< A.__ Priority Libraries . - | -
'Americem Jevish Hietorical Society, N.Y. : 358 -’ 358
. ‘Baltimore Hebrew College, Baltimore L5540 2 4,552 132
Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass. 1, ‘o8B _ n,288 28
* College of Jewieh Studies, Chicags| 7,521, ' 7,521 117
Dropsie College, Philadelphia - 6, 'rood 1,151 5,549 255
Hebrew Teachere College, Boston ?,275 ' 7,275 o8
Hebrew Theological College, Chicago 5,946 99 5,847 99
Eebrev Union College, Cincinnati . - 9,820 67 9,753 - 268
" Jewigh Commmunity Lidrary, Loe Angeles 1,061 1,061 S
Jewish Inatitute of Religleon, F.Y. - 10, ' 661 © 1,281 9,380 305
. Jevieh Thealogical Seminary, N.Y. 13,320 L5 13,275 326
.. Mesifts Rabbl Chaim Berlin, Brooklyn - 1,282 ' 1,282 .
"  Mesifta Torah Vodaath, Brooklyn | 3 73 3,743
- ‘Ner Isreel, Baltimore L 68 P . L,689 . 101
Rabbinical College of Telshs, cmeum 4 "156 . 15 - —
Yeshive University, E.Y. 10,5688 © | 1,157 9,407 218
Tiddiah Scientific Institute, N.Y.. 12 3604 S 619 1,68 . 6.
| , :
B, Smller Litnmrlen i
B'oal Brith Eillel Foundaticn 1,07 L48 625 10
Beth Medrash Elyon, Spring Valley, N.Y. 350F 350
Beth Medrash Govoha, Lakevwood, N.J: ‘536 R - 53 . . 18
. Herrlimh, K.Y, - . 1,014 ‘ 1,00% 9
o Jewish Education Coammittee, N.Y. : 37 AT S
.. ‘Jewish Teachers Semipary, N.Y. - 1,062 35 1,027 ‘
" "“Jewish Welfare Board, N.Y. 236 236 36
- -~-Mirrer Yeshiva, N.Y. L ko ko' 10
Raddbi Schneerschn Library, Brookm ~ 3,294 , 3,29 . 19
Yeshive of Flatbush, Brooklyn U5 ' 465
Zionist Archives, K.Y. , - 2,587 S 2,587
G Cne Time Allecationa . ; : v -
Hebrev Convelescent Ecme R N.Y. ‘ ' 182 ‘ 182
Hebrev Institute of Long Island 63t 63
Jevish Sanitarium & Hospital for : . 3 v
-7 ::; Chronic Dieeases, Brooklyn | . w00 - - 100
Jevieh Settlement House, N.Y. L k7 , ¥
Fev York Board of FRabbis - S 22 o 2
Wall Street Synagogue, N.Y. 52 . 52 .
Yeshivoth (through Torah Umaorab) 12,013 .. 12,013

Scholarly Organiations - ‘ 5,318 - 5,318
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N DISTRIBUTION. OF BOGKS IN TEE U.S. (CONTINUED)

‘ Rare
' ' Ttems Ro. Re- Net Tiooks
Rame of Inatitution ‘- Received® turned  Received ]ncludg
- D. Non-Jewigh Libraries ' E
Columbia University ’ : 2,183 2,183 211 |
" College of the City of New York ° 214 : 21k :
Harvard University 2,166 - 246 1,920 51
Iowa University C 185 ‘ 185 S
Johns Hopkina University i - h5 k5
Jcint University Religlous Section, = : ~
o Bashville, Tenn. , k23 A k23
el Libmry of Congress . 5,708 , 5,708 163
_ Nev York Public Lidrery o 2,586 %62 1,624 167
Nev York University 2,302 L 2,298 6 .
~ University of Pennsylvania 26 26
University of Texas : 635 635 .
Yale University - 1,509 1,509 _€9 -
TOTAL ; ' 158,111 6,176 151,935 2,805

a.""f Includes periodicals and mapapcn, individml issues, sheets, etc.

b «‘ Includes one photostat capy of Mumich Talnm.d Also received ho..Lf a

case with rabdinic mgmenta.

¢ Includes more than 5,000 non-Jewish books.

.
i

d Includes 3 mcmblaa.

e Includes callection of Terein die umntumr Ihligicnslehrer,

. Frenkfurt/M.

£ Also received same mhm.i mterial m Naz{ archives and the
“ microfilms of the Worms Coammmity apd nuniciyal &rchiveu.

‘Recehed an aédi‘ciom.l u.llocsticn of 535 books through Torsah Uhnasorah

I_ncludes Stuermer Collzction.

3 Received mony Yiddish newopu-pcrs vbich vere unbound, The ﬁ,gure is

therefore misleading as to actual titles.
 mmterial fram the European Kias orﬁoes. \

x Plus k31 valumes through Tamh mesmh
= ‘<Plnl,129 valumes w Tmh muorah '

Also received same archival
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' wom.n stmmmon OF cemmm oa.mc'rs AND TORAH acnom.s Lo -
1, 1 1 : ,
 CERENONIAL OBJECTS 'zons'n SCROLLS
| 7 Natal Frag- Total  Soroll |
) Museum Synagog Bilver ‘Other menta Unfit Ceoremonial Freg- Buried Tot
Country. - ‘Pieces - Pleces Bcrap Metal Scrap Metal for Use Cb jects Sorolls ments Sorclls Son
Isrsel 2,285 976 3,261 Bt (87) (127} 1,0
United States 1,326 1,824 ~ {apprz. 100) 3,250 110% X
Great Britain 2% . 66 (3,73 far (495 for | mm 12
- mlting) melting) (k,208 for (ece
mlung)  below)
“France- - S V>3 B ‘-219 : ST - o 3);15 T (eee T T T
. : | . belov)
Ge rmany 3. 89 - 120
Heatcrn Empe ‘ ! .
(excl. France : A ,
& Germazy) 129 : R :
Western Europe -
(incl. France & o
~ Creat Britain} = | 98
South Africa. 150 66 ’ 216 |
SN ‘ -
Canada 151 151
. Argentina 150 150
b Feru ) 35 - 35
b : ’
TJ . . TOZAL 1*,J.eSa 336 3,369 3,713 k95 apprx. 100 12,175 1,024 87 127 ! 1,2

g

TOTAL CEREMONIAL (BJECTS DISI'RIEVI‘ED 7,867

"a‘= An ummovn number vill require burial.

TOTAL TORAH SCROLLS DISTRIBUTED: - 1,02k

note zez 7az YVA 9G:R0 AAL. L84S
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Distribution of Ceremoniel Objects from New York Depot .

JZ1Sil CULTURAL: RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
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L  APPENDIX VII

1950
'According to Institutions
" I, United States: Grand Total 2,829
A. Jewish Museums 0 |
l. Hebrew Taache&s ‘College, Boston 53
2. Btnai Brith Hillel. Foundations ‘ 65
3. Hebrew Theological College, Chicago 55
4. College of Jewish Studies, Ghicago - 56
5. Jewlsh Museum, New York - 212
6. Hebrew Union Cullaga Cincinnsbi - 99
7. The Temple, Cloveland . 70
8. Yeshiva Univarsity . 245
9, National Jewish Welfare Board ' 147
10. Buroau of Jewlsh Edqcation, Buffalo _29 1,028
B, Non-Jewish Museums
11. Brookiyn Museun f L 19
12, New York University @ - - 55
C. Symapogues. . | ;
Trmigrant Cdngroéationé o - 637 R
All Others via Synagogue Council 1,109 1,746
TI, latin Arerica and Canada: Grand Total 466
1., Canada ~\? | R . 1m1
\ .2, Argentina: ' 150
' 3. Curacaos : o . 30
4, Chiles . . L 50
- §s Perui ] S ‘ 35
: ‘6, Mexlcos : 50 466
‘fiII. Furopesan Museums; Grand Total 370
| Great Briéain o : - 245
x France- ‘ S i85 370
IV. South Arrican5Museumay Grand Total l5O " ,
So. Africa I 150 150
TOTAL NUMBER OF OBJECTS 3,815

)
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‘Hanukka Lampa

7

|
o 339 %f

| 'Pointars  ﬂ:jV:‘? '_'  ;i? 391 ;
- Torah Shiolda}' | | : ,('é34 N ,l
| Spico Boxea N EE RIS ﬁ  .ssg o

414 (388 Paira*i'
| o 28 Singles)
anoroth 4 S

S e
. 52
Torah Croms  « = o a

|
|
: Gandleatickn
t
|
|
- |
Megilloth e % o 1e o
|
|
]
|
|

Qlatea

i‘Collection Boxes . . 19
| . Cupa v ,‘ , ;“ f, “~ ,é | $7.”‘
s o ) Etarnnl Ldghtn "é - i  9:_
o Msdals, Coins, Amnleta 42
. Textiles »iy . 830 o
.Torlh.Wrappora ; : \ :5-1254 v‘ |
Atnroth o ; } ! |

| | g2z
- Miacallaneoua Y )
. e
TOTAL nnnBER OF O%JECTS - . 5,815
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