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'”Filing of Patitiona by Jewish Rastitution Suocessor 0r ation (JRSU)

59

whioh contaln more tha 60, o individual claims, informat

éontained in Article 73i reporta, on.the. ground that. 3 formation on -

‘which the petitions aralbased was not. availabls fo JR30 he ‘

general filing period, ‘and-that. ‘therafore. the’ claims aie of an ‘

ardinary and maritorious nature. Their argument ia that they have been
; nh :

. 5, JRSO admits that 1t has not axamined the marits

¢laims contained An the' 60,000 ﬂ .above=mentioned; nor. has . be '

mined that the former. ownars af ‘the claimed property arxqin dach Wase,,

Jewish. The AG lett’r $t TAB‘ 5, as well as the uppos.ntm"' - IR
..GF .

fTaB G, to be presantedfto the*Public Hrosecutors Aan
recommsnded, pagsed on after signature to the Props
ternal Asséts Branch; »Propert.y Uivision, OM@JS. Alt
known what ‘examinati Wi Publie-

 resentat1ons of JRSO;
‘believed. that the ‘P
and. not examine- them
information furnlshe
~shcrtage of time be.fo”

g ~ 61 hard
is, hamever, believed that the proposad broad plan of
amounts to an axtension“cf th? filing pericd for JRS'

o not requeat an. axtensio'
. denial- of the right to : A
: contemplated ‘thab thers would]naceasaril
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Be. each claim submitted shows evidence ef inéividual analyais
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' The Office 6f MilitarszQVanm@nt for =é§m&ﬂy-€ﬂ ) having in

0

"its nossasﬁian er centrel c@rtainsJawiqh eulfural materiqi“'
which were loeteﬂ by the %uzin and d@siring to reotore thesé

.mat@rialw t@ an internatienal Jawi h arﬂmnzzaﬁisn o trustee -

with the J@leh Cultural Re“oanructimn Inc., an agent af tne

J@wish Re«titution uecassmr @rgmnizatien:

\ .
l

BMGUS agr«e@ to turn over ta JCR Ine. 88 agent for the JR 0,
all looted. Jewiah cultura] materiuls in it" 1O seqmi&n or

~contr®l. Tne term 19@?@& sultural mat@rials " is defxned in
: HGR 18*&9&; : " f' 'f ' | o o

. Coh B
R S

. X‘ l

Tha JER Ine. agreed‘ to.&ign rec@ipts as preseribed 1n HGR.

s
rmless tha United 8tat os and all its agenﬁq mnﬁ represen~
: .l
tativaw from any claim fer loss ﬁamage, or deteri@raticn

'uuffer@é by any item a8t any tima whatsaever and agreeing 16

r@tuvn wi%hin 1 year any 1t@m% which were. miutakenlyﬂ»deliverod.~
Jewlsh eultural materimls definitaly idenﬁlfyable a;'h@ving
1

‘com@ from any natioa eligible und@r thﬂ termv of %GR 19*1@@33

to recelve rewtitutiam shall not bs rel@&seé t6 thg JCR Lnuii |

- all o]&imq for such mat '*als are finally d@termined by OMGUQQ.A

Jawiqh aulturpi m, ateriaﬂ
1nd1vi@uals B ewner% qf“ eire %h&ll not be r&leased until

“such rlaimq are finally aéjndiCab@éu

" .Y“

Th@ JER. w111 rea&iv& th@ same coap@rati@n for 1@% duiy

‘au%harized perqonnelland the same faﬁilities zer the removal

of th@ cultur 1 maﬁ rials.as e usuggly acaardad visiuwfg

missions undev the terms 5;‘Qﬂa&9$
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MEMCRANDUM

TO t Office of the :msPector General, MGUS
Attny Colonel Pinther;
i

\
SUBJECT: Report. and Request for} Investigation:

The Offenbach Archival Depo}‘t has been eatablished for the primary
purpose of handling the restitution of books and archives, especially
those of Jewish origin. More than 23 million books have been success-
fully handled in this depot of which nearly 2 million have been resti.
tuted to their proper owners, The depot hes had a succession of directors
of varying degrees of competence and relisbility. From 15 April 1946 to
approximately the 10th of Jamary the assigned director was Captain Isasec
Bencowitz, 0527425. At that date Captain Bencowitz was redeployed to the
Zone of the Interior and seperat

W, Bencowitz and his address is c

. Upon the assignment of a new acting director, Mr. Joseph A. Horne, on TDY
from this office, it became 1nmedia1:ely apparent thet certain serious ire
regularities had developed,
disappearasnce of 5 banded boxes
great historical importance and 'sconsiderable walue, An imperfect list of
the contents of these boxes 1s attachad to this report. These 5 boxes were
placed in the so-called "Torah® Room of the depot, a locked room where the :
most valuable items were kept and to which only the director and one other.
employee had keys or access, .
of books was signed by Ceptain (Ghaplain) Friedman, Personal Aid to Rabbi
Bernstein Advisor on Jewish Affairs to General Clay., Captein Friedmen:
signed to this receipt the neme |of Koppel S. Pinson and his own initials
far the American Joint Distribution Coamnitiee,

The A.J.D.Ce. mede a reques1|: on the 28th of November 1945 for the loan:
of 25,000 books for distribution to Jewish DP camps, This request was re-
fused on the 15th December 1945]in a cable, GC 20451. The refusal was con-
firmed by a letter on the 27th December 1945 signed by Major Dougles Patter- -
son, Executive to the Director of Economics Division, On the 7th January
Judge Rifkind addressed a new request to General Clay personally amnd in it
he outlined certain conditions which the A.J,DeCe Was willing to abide by
if the request could be grentedy These conditions: included that mo book be
borrowed that is in any way unuaual, irreplaceable, very valuable, or very
difficult to procure and that no book be withdrawn that has been eatablished
a3 the property of any known institution or individual. The integrity of
the organization was pledged to  these conditions. In view of this General

Entry {“qp( ! ‘LU i

OFFICE OF mILITARY GOVERNM&I‘I‘ FOR GERMY (U S.)
Economics Division
Restitution Branch:
Monuments Fine Arts and Archives Seot ion:

| &P0 742
! ' b

20 Pebruery 1947
| V

v

Pd from the service, He is now Dr, Isaac
/o Texas Gulf Sulphur Co., New Gulf, Texas.,

The most important of these consists of the -

’containing Hebrew books end mamscripts of

On the 30th of December a receipt for 5 boxes
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Cley approved the losn under the Qconditions stated in a letter dated

12 Jenuery 1946 and signed by General Milburn, Chief of Staff. This
program was carried out to the: extent of about 20,000 books during the
following 6 months with no apparent irregularities. In June the
A.J.D.Ce requested more books and| this office in turn requested a re-
port which was furnished on the 12th of July, together with reassurance
that: canplete lists have been k:ept and that the conditions had Heen and
would be followed, .

In the late sunmer or early fall Professor G, Scholem, the Hebrew
University, Jerusalem, & well-known and distinguished scholer in the
field of Hebrew manuscripts viaited the depot and segregated and marked
all the most veluable mamscripts then stored in the depot, He marked
each menuscript with a Raman mmeral fram I to ¥V, and the mumbers marked
I end II were placed in wooden boxes, banded, end appearently stencilled.
with Scholem's name, The boxes were then secured in the *Torah® room.
Prior to his redeployment Gaptain{ Bencowitz was granted lsave in November

. and on his leave visited Palestine, In the meantime, efforts had been

made to secure a new director and eventually it was decided to send Mr,
Horne beceuse of his qualifications as an erchivist, scholar and adminis.
trator in spite of the fact that he was not familiar with the Hehrew lan-
guage, Captein Bencowitz returne@ shortly after Christmes and had about
2 weeks before leaving far Bremerheven and the ZI. During that time he
volunteered to contimue his ac’civity es director until Mr. Horne could be
sent down to take his Plece, 413

When Mr. Horne arrived on. ab!out the 20th Jenuary he found that Agent
Myler of CID Detachment 52, Frankmrt was investigating activities of Cap-
tain Bencowitz: before he becems director* of the 0ffenbach Archival Depot
involving the disappearance of conaiderable emounts of food supplies under
the custody of the United States Governmen‘c end exploring the possibilities
of irregularities at the Offenbach Archivel Depot. There gradually developed
a suspicion that Ceptain Bencowitz had sold books from the Archival Depot
and hed been involved in other black market activities, When Mr. Horne be-
gan to hunt for the wvaluable mamwcripts in the *"Toreh® room he found they
were missing snd to all appearaneas the 5 boxes receipted for in the neme of
Pinson by Ceptain Friedman were the boxes concerned although the receipt
was supposed to cover the non-valuabla books to be distributed to DP camps.
Agent Myler has continued his 1nv?astigations to the best of our knowledge
up to the present, but has expressed the fear that he would be called off -
the case because of the personalitles who may be involveds On the afternmoon
of the 19th of February Miss Lucyg Schildkret, present secretary of the
4,7.D.C., ceme to Mr, Horne and made approximately the following statement:
first, thet she wished to kesep ’ohe neme of the A.J.D.Ca. clear; second, that
it wes common knowledge in her office that the 5 boxes of valuable materials
had with the full knowledge and coment of Captain Friedman and Rabbl Bern-
stein been shipped by air to Paris for reshipment again by air to Palestine,
She further said that it was well%-known that Professor Pinson had 4- or 5000
books in his library in New York which could be identified as coming from
the Offenbach Archival Depot. Mr. Horne promptly reported this to this of-
fice and attempted to report it to the CID but up to the morning of the 20th

had not been able to reach Ageny B'dyler or his chief,

e,
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It is recognized that the above statements imply very grave charges

against responsible people but it

is believed that the sccumlation of

evidencs end rumor is of such weight as to werrant a thorough investiga-
tion at the highest level, Such an investigation if properly conducted
would serve either to secure the evidence of such wrong-doing or to cleer
the persons mentioned, It is therefom respectfully requested that this

investigation be initiated,

1 Incl.
list of contents
of 5 boxss

Telephone 43255
Rm 1057 Econ Bldg

|

RICHARD F, HOWARD
Chief, MFAZA Section:




§

3 REPRODU"‘:D AT ™E NATTO" \\. A

S A -
e -.. e

T 'T"_"T“'-“W e anas

|bdx* TR e et -wwzl

,“-w and - wmami. |

A
A

iE”tW Orous
| Flle JW | |
| - 223 |

swmary prcpased rem by Sma o theae m i‘enwm
: ]x :
1. swta ‘QEFSes ZOnaTa. mmagm ﬁmﬁrib bnt prefers mmmﬂ Bra
. not retain mpm&bnttr for ampasiuon ard ‘of ‘edvisers
~ ghould e mﬂtu&eﬁ uutetaad a8 wm ! "5“*_)'0913- reyreaemim a1l
: intareataﬂ oma m mamm . '

_éi. If suoh body x§ areatad, :m_wm mam*‘*w tm ~propm;r




o o o

‘ faswo,augd AT THE NATIONAL

-Box._‘_;z;gs‘

00-6925, 1 TUNE 46, RCON -

©0-7121; 1B yumE 1;6, EGoN

m‘am.m,

. cow T
OTRANSP

ECON

ofss .
PN
. mx..m? L

mAL

CIV aDMIN

180 IV 32302

[
i

15 JULY 46,

Ins | owhe  REPNO, WKSGI3



http:QO"7U.ll
http:i~.sta:A:~.e8

' . Y

RG %ﬂzg

+ e e B

s oML ATCHIVED
REPROOUGED AT THE NATIOMAL A ‘;...* \

Flle ‘wi@qu d.{/};(

\ TENtry Ayl ot

H
i
*"‘-E Vit :‘\P*rv";é -;w? el \n?ﬁ‘m
&3 Lﬁ.“ El
%h’ﬁuﬁ & Elaw u L7 x{izu

!

t
i
)

e

OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (U.S.)
Economies Division
Restitution Branch
Mommnts Fine Arts and Archives Seotion
APO 7&2

12 Pebruary 1947

!
\
!
i

TO:s Mr. Horoe

;n ie}(
Pass on to Agant

1., Suggest he requast British suthoritias to intercept
5 boxes possibly on the way to Scholem, Hebrew University, Palestine
- give them 118t of contents as far as we know, and suggest we do
not know the posaible politiaal implications of the eorrtents of the
boxes. in view of the present aituation thera. . ‘

24 Suggast he have EBI interview Benoowitz with follovring
questions espescially; (in addition to.any he thinks of)

8, Does he remember 5 boxes in: "porzy E‘tu*“
b. To whom did he mctually deliver them?

. i " .
6. When were they actually shipvoed?

I

d. How? (By truek. rail. atc.)
-1 m?
. £. Why d41d Friedman sign for them?

wﬂ’ |
3. '1‘811 it heJ wants any baoking, that this headquarters
will assist in pushing - with the Theatre Provost Marshall or anybody

else he wanta.

] .
| o

n‘

;.

L ‘ RICHARD F, HOWARD
P o Chief, MPA&A Seetion:
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B0 22 pebruary 1947

g

m&r Gensral Huehner:

Att.ached is & 19‘&1.%, "Report and Request for lmvestiga-
ti{m*‘ 20 February 1947, from the Chiel of the Momusents, Fine arts
. and mchivea section of this iia&dqnatt.era s aontaining sllegatione
~ made by Y¥r. Joseph Ao Ham, .ae‘bing iireetor of the Cffenbaeh srechival
' tepet, relative to the misume of certain w.luabl@ items which were
‘stored at the Cffenbach Bapot. g&r. Horn has full knowledge of 211 .
circumstances invelved and: i 13 suggasted trmt he ba Mntaet.ed fcr
any thmuon mmw. ‘

; It i furt.her auggwwd th&t Eritish Intelligmca be m—
‘distely contacted with a view temm! regaining poscsession of the
. subject materisl previous to thm time it may be dispersed within
Palestine. Also, since Dr,’ xaaac #, Pencowits; one of tho persons
. agsinst whom allegations are méa, departed from thig theater on or
.about 1G January 1947, it is puasibh he is mu on tersdnel leave
and sub,}aet t.o oilitary l&w. ' I{ ,
, - General Clay req&ms that SMa mtwr be ttimeé wer te
. your Inspactor fleneral in order that the enura mitu&tion may be
' clariﬂed a8 soon as pmaihia. ' o

.% N A
: e‘ ,' , Sineerely, ,
| R S
1 Inel - C i : “ Cﬂaﬁhm K., OAIL5Y
&/@ in dup © 4 | Brigadier General, C:8.Cs
- i ¥ . Chief of Staff
’ {f:f ; W K 9 ﬁ?’/f Y7
Le.jer f;emral Co h. fmabmr , i |

- Chief of staff = i o
United states ?orces, Ewogwan Thaater :
HFQ 757, U‘. Se APRY }; ’

t T e
»Qj; ‘\w o Liviad
&
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e
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UFFENNBACHl ARCHIVAL DEPOT

OFFICE @F MILITARY GOVERNMENT
EATER HESSE

: E@Bﬁﬁ&% DIVISIOR m & Security G:E:Eica,

fn Ol Dosiin, 2. 4|
| | !

. . B i

| !

Wm S«W%«Iwb»l-wm

Gerhard Depireux ; worked with Dr. Soholem thrwahnm the sorting

Ilse Foesper . process. Depireux was more closely asmmaiatad
with the work than Mrs. Poossor.

After the sorting was aamglme&. Depireux packed the materials m
cardboard containers. Thoy were then sent out of the Depot momewhere.
It is not entirely olear where they went, and it is not clear just
when! Neither ir, Depirenx m:r ir. Veiss were precsent when the maw
tavials were mmwd the £irst time. IMr. Wedss (aea beleow) the Chief
of Operational Branoh at the Sﬁegaﬁ did not m hey had gone, and
bolieves thia ﬁ.rat Roviy va taken p m‘ssms of office
hours, The mmpmeked mahmgmwlyafm&aymwhw
they were wtumsﬁ to 'lzi'm Depot, \m,wka& from the ocardboard ocone
tainers, and placed on the shelvesn the Torah Room. Depireux checked
the materisls in, and nothing was missing. Weiss Mmows of the ma-
als having retwned. In October Depireux was again ordered by
Cept. Benocowits to paok tha materia&a, thiz time in wooden boxes,

itps Poecner is now emple; ed by the Stadteund Universititsbibliothek
B‘rwkmw B@pirm is u‘t m&ayeé at the lepot.

carried m 5 boxes from the Torah Rmm Sat the
oo wmmm truck on 3? December .

Josef Ragati banted the bma. They were not remved from the ‘rwah
Reom for .

.mm Gu&rm Hirschfdd, mmtu% 40 Capt. Bencowits wrete out the
receipt form en Capt.Bencowitz's orders,
gshe was t0ld to wse the AJDC form, which
requires stating the number of items ine
volved. Capt. Benocowitz told heor to £111
‘in this gpace with 1100 items®,

| Ludwig Weise has bm erattma Chief since the Depot opensed.
ers from ﬂapta:m Bamwits would normslly
hm been mlmd through him,

Emaa Bﬂxmhfam spaaka English. Mr, Weiss nnéaratmﬂs ¥nglish and
cen speak a little. Mr, Heimroth can understand a little English,
ut not anough to be of m waat value in such a matiter.

.
o

|
|
|
|
|
i
‘
!

Phone : Frankfurt Switch 24532

. . e
! 121;3
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OFFENBACH ARCHIVAL DEPOT
OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT
.GREATER HESSE

EQONCMICS DIVISION

Viﬂit @f Br. (e iumm ‘r.ﬁ's

Ezxamination of the Emncm unidentified Books resulted in the
following findings, ;

1. A mumber nf books were identified as originating from the
Libr of Andre Houreis, :

o A larger number w@m identified am the proparty of Anton

Rubeaswin.

3+ A large lot were msnﬁfiaﬁ as having belonged % the Roth~
sohild Iibrerye

4¢ Some nmaterial bﬁlongmg %6 & Catholie Inwimtim in Prance
wes also ldentified,

The m of manm&aa%im is etill going on, tmmg the eriterima
which 1 t U wstabuahaﬁ. These weres
» m 0 mmﬁ

2. Spocial leaf papar uged in the Rubenstoin books.

3. Ba of rebinding, and name of the bookebinder stsmped on
the spine, For ezemples The bookbinder Petit 4s bolieved $o have
bound for the Rethachild Collection),

4+ Coertain 1lled notations 4in cortmin of the books, idenw~
tified as being % hanaMting of-one or the other of the former
OGRS ..

o Orummach's wark will rosult in identificotion of about
1/ 4th af “the French lenguage mﬁentifmmm.

The work of emamining ‘me romainday of the Prench wnidentifiable
boocks iz now being carried axz by emplmaa, according tc the criteris
establisked by Dr. Grummach,

Material im the Torah Rocm and the Lavin language books were
also oxemined., Mush material of considaerable walus was discovered,

- ond is being separately han&!.sa and catalogucd.

Ours examination wm mafe of &i@bmw and Jewish unidentifi-
able mater: %o determine how much might ponsibly be &dmmmhlm
Dr, Grummsoh 644 not fesl that any large percentage of Xnown owners .
would be found. As a result of about half a &mg'a work,; not over
5 0/0 of the books examined were tentatively identified.

4 valuable eontridution to our ex~-1ibris files was nade out of
Dr. Grummach's perscnal knowledge of the famiiiw olved, It was
aptablished that cortmin exelibris are m the families
hed vanished during the p&rtoﬁ of the T Re&an, @tGe

b
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Phone : Frankfurt Switch 24532
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|
JFFENBACH !ARCHIVAL DEPOT
OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT
LAND GREATER HESSE
bOONOMIGS DIVISIOR oy
. ngﬁ” O%?%% % o
! 2nd MG BN (Sep
‘ APO 633
Visit of Dr. Grummach, pase -2~ - A lareh-994F

A search was made fcr cerﬁas.n mmserigts wihich Dr, Grunnagh
lmows were st the Berlin repository, and should bhave been semﬁ t@
the Depot with the othar Minohen ra%msg gad Eismenachorstrasse

 Books. The menuscripts were mot found, but there is otill a posie

pild tmt they may have been: paeke& with the Yive naterisls.
*hw.{g y not be located there invegtigation inte the activie
tien af.’ am Ieaiah Rookovs, iw inéieamfi, since ho was engaged in
working over the materials qnaatiun. :
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CONFIDENTIAL ' September 3, 1946

MEMORANDUM L
o N
R ¢ I Brigadier Generai W, H. Dr&per Jr.,
ﬁirector, ?eonomioa Division '

Attn: Colonal John H, Allen, Chiefl
Rsstitutionﬂ Branoh

TROM: Office of Politioal Arfairs

i

|
The ﬁopartment Of Qtata ‘has sent to “our- Legation
{n Prague, repeated to: Berlin and -London; with- an ure
gent- request for comment, the followihg communioation
received in the’ Degartment ‘from the Commisslom on Fu-
Topesn Jewiah Cultural ﬁeconstruation, Hew Yorks

™ mie are infarmed thet, as the<allied armies
| advanced toward end into Germany from the West,
. the Germsns moved to Thereslenstadt and other
{ places in Czechoslovakie, for safekeeping, soms
! of the rarest and most valuable Jewish religious
- &and cultural treasures which they hed selzed and
. confiscated, regaurdless of their situs when taken
If by them. iWhen the Germans capitulested, these ob=-
gé jects, none or,few of which were Czechoslovak in
ff origin, were - and we are informed that they still
are - in Czechoslovakia. [Neither the Covernment
nor the Jews of that country have any legsl or
moral right to.retalp these objects., On the con-
L trary, they should be returned to the Americen
L zone of Ocoupation so that the U, S$. may perform
i~ 1ts obligetions under existing international )
b agreements with respect to the restitution of
. such of thes: objeots as are comprshended by:.
¥ those agreesents, and may dispose of the r@m&jnder
. - of suoh objeots as’ proposed 1n our ather 1atter to
you of this ﬂate. S R
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“ie tnererore urgently request that the ,
Government of the U, $, forthwith enteér into ne-
gotiations with the Czechoalovak Gnvarnmﬁnt to
"that end.” i‘ 5

If the Restitutions Branch is in a position to
shed any light upon the above matter or desires to
~comment in any way, it would be appr&oiated if this
Offioce might be infbrmad.

[ " For the Direotor:
: Loyd V. Steere,
: j Deputy Direector
: s g |
r;;,T §
R §
¢ }
- !
o
copy for Staff Secretary ‘ %ﬁg

i

(Secstate's 1808 i~ August 30, 6 p.m. - index 9267)
. . \ ! ) .

, T )
U P .
Telephone 42526 . ?
|
1~ "
' 8,
| @ :
s/rr . 3
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JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

Head Office, U. S. Zone, Germany

Telephon : 2388, 2389 A : Munich, Mghlstrafie 18
v ‘ Date : 26/8/,46 .

[#4]
Lo

wilitary Government uw.‘“
- Monunents and Fine drts-Uivision -

Berlin.

Ye beg to relev to the conversation which the undersigned
Dr.Nussbaum hed with kajor La Farge and lr.Howard.

-

major Lo Fargse, t“w,, ‘informed Dr.Nussbaum that = considerable
part of objcuts of art beingin the possession of the ¥onuments
and Yine Axrts ﬁiV'SLOQ cahnot be icentified =nd will be dis-
posed of in & manner to be decided by the competent authoritiesy
In thie CQﬂHECyLLﬂ me might observe that certainly many of thos
objects belong to JSwisn nroprielors oY nNave,LEecauUsE Of thedir
SOJTTE, T Sp8cial value snd interest 7or THe Jewish people.

As FPelestine is = cultural centre for the Jewish peocple=being
there f*or irstaznce, the Hebrew Univeruity and the Inetitut for
Arts ot Jerusualem wma ‘the Jewish duseam at Le’~&v1w ~Fh“”} .
“suggest that g ‘reasodnble part of the residue rema ining un-
(identified be put]at the 01¢ﬂ00u1 at the Jewish Agency for
Palestine Lﬁ order'taat t:OJ gshall he Jellve?cd to the 30pr0ww
prisite Ins 1tuts*o* AY% in Palestine. Especet 7511y should be
selected Tor tcut‘war“o~u the ohgects,whlv have A Q38013*7
bDes in on Jewish|history O religion of are otherwise impor-
ta or ‘Jewish people. v - :

kR

r—l

e sub it that a aewlsh expert should be =zdmitted to the Collec
ting ints of the Monuments and Fine Arts-Division, who after
havxnb surveyed them,say make proposals regarding the objects
to be put at the disposal of the Jewlsb Agency for slestine,
as mentioned a*ore

ot i3
;R Tt
S oW

«fé‘}\

We chould e ub¢¢ucd T you would inform us at your earliest
convenience of your aUtltude in thic nmatter. :
A o
'olncerely yours
! ARt RTINS el bk
i Ji‘;”I.Jll ‘%ut..;ﬂc ¥ TPATLEATINR
4
! t H i‘) G(TTC.E [}J’ZOE‘Q._“ V4
1

'

Dr /0.
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Reoursds Nov. WX~35965 AP, HCL-318L6., Reurads CC-1929, CC-21735,

: re tels POLAU to Sec State 1031 end 1004 pera SWNCC to study question &is-
posit*oﬁ Jewizh cultural r811‘10U5 ﬂronert" fouvd ucrmanJ originating else~
where, “Cormittee rcar 2 ah i

.uroes na rast17

,u%stwntia11VF

o

x_
T uy.@ L]
SWHEers” oth@rw1ue to. Jew1ah%uul*urgl lnS*ltDthDS =

oerto‘fo; enalysis and dlstrluute& o 1de£%ified 7

Proposals imply ﬂoéif‘cation ourad W{-85985 end oC dsfinition restitu-
tion chiefly rpgurdllw Palera. Reply C6-21735 nren¢r6d by 3WICC now under

o

consideration JCI states r;sb tubion vroperty originating Latvie and Lithu-

ll-J
‘anie not authorized, ROHVyuuklop to ex-enemy cowntries under ZWNCC consid-
eration pursuant Urad CC-1929. No sericus uuestion.ralseé re propriety res-
titution to France Notherlands Be

i

o

)

A
{3 )
O [33%]
o [
-
oy i

L]

Your - comgnty " desired with g

¥
{

view death_and

f"

9Aur3nurt1tv
“on aoové aroposals, - !

; Tl

icy fcrmm;atlﬁn end effect reply to inguiries full informa-
cially ”ubparail Murber, fescription and disposition by

tion desired, esp

countriss claims For TerQh3CD¢tW“dl property filed subpara 2., ¥nown Treposi-
tories Jewish Cultural property hj zones with general description. Crnly
ffenbech ¢ollestion known here |

J

3. kKessurss teken discover and safeguard.

|
L. Nessurcs teken ecatelog ¢ origin and experts employed,
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He our &CL—‘luh“ - final & lon YIVO collection suspended pending

further instructions, . '

WX-85065 is AGC I 15.‘.7%, Eeon
WOL-31846 is AGC IN 24765, 9 April, Econ.
¢C-1929, 24 March, Icon. |
Co-21735, 17 Jen., Econ,
1031 is not identified in AGT,
J004 is not identified in #GC.
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DATED 1401152 ! RECD 1414573 July 46
FROM : AGWAR FROM WDSCA o
TC :  OMBUS .
USFA
IFO  ;  USFET ‘
REF NO; W-$4368

1

l u: l&‘b

Reursds

ey

gonmi:

h Advisory-

Iuhe

fon Furom an}* o

";Cé”vcrv Tewish uultural Proper
Tof fhbrew Univ have nrouosgé to
i 1°'uultmrul tr@asu:

Board v

Jification™ nq‘asvvvt_jp’

-

O“EUL creating tribun

"
\cc“t

guteoc;kcs to Be ulutrlOUtEC
and cammrntles.

,'QenTAP1QPAe”
tlars .only to extent capablckvakwn:,full u8e fhereo“;w

e 1 OI"LL I’

vt Towner

RG &%Z}' 7
| Entry motoge U
F"e ?"\,‘_,\i ] Ay l_ [

0C-6925, Juns cc~?121.

B

c1' rJ'

7 of worlﬁ«

ki ngk actu

¢:‘oa~ u
5 ould ge

Jewish populdiiions surviving. ~0bjects not

3

-

t

-

U.8.)

'”ulturaT ReCunsurnctlon,_Cow

935/14/%s

‘nv and Austna. Plens contemplate

ntion resnon31b111tv by Ouutu or br u‘fwﬂlally aﬂﬁOLntea ‘trustee with
1 decisions and Library Jongress assist-")
ing forrer statusy Flans also contemplate
on cleims. | Proposals for distrib-provide
trproperty; Tewish comminities and 3not¢tu—!
th due regard per- .
1th1n foregoing -,
faccsrﬂln; Wurldw*ée needs Jew1 oy 1rs+itutlons_

Summary proposed reply by State to these orgns follows;

1. [Sta

1 (.’

\
\
P
(
\

2. It

3 \B(C

P
de
e

Uola 1

te agr

)

ad \T'{SG

presenting allfln

ees Neleral prineiples dlerlb but prefe PS“OHGU?'and;

LA

rs shou

“"uch“bod' is fer reated, State il ‘récament OMGUS

Awwrxcaa Zon@ orlﬂznatlnu in Ger any be turned -

orthwlth B :
!
3. With respect ﬁrone tg origineti
0 other 3 zonesgstAtq will

D" ‘(n o s

Your comnuntg 6851r~

&
urninz over “ropert
ae

lS.

to board or if shall seein’ 0:
hln“ consznt eacb clalmant uovt to such dlﬁmoﬂltlon on &l hoc

not retain rauwons1b131 by~ for ﬁlSpOSltlon and- that board
be vonstibu &l 1nsteud as trustee adeQUatplj
rtheu orgns and 1p§t1tutlons.W<

o, -

X e

over. to-it-- -

more exnedient

¢

+

+bat‘hfbﬂérty

o4ing oubs 1&@ Germany gnd” ﬂrOWerty'~
proposge- seeking. quadripartite apvl
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[ H
USFA please advise also whether any Jewish cultursal or religious
property found 4Austria involving oproblem restitution.

i

$C-6925, 1L JUNE 46, ECON ‘ %
¢C-7121, 18 JUNE 46, ECON ; :
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OFFICE OF MILI‘I‘ARY GOVERNMENT: FOR GERMANY (U:S.)
: AG CABZE CONI'ROL

- ‘OUTGOINJ ME&:SME

sagagz
TO ¢ AGWAR TO WDSCA ES
INFO 5 USFA, USFET - . |
FROM ¢ -OMGUS SIGNED CIAY |
REF NOs cc’-566h ' :  TOO: 1615504 0CT »ﬂé}éehd

t

Referenoa your V{x-81072 and our 00-9626 lWhilq_a W6 t60 agree wi

responsibilities in ns Zone of Occupation to any orga

iy

Wwith Mil Govt or with eny oth?r Govt.; ‘Therefore eny such o ak ;zatlion should
‘be pemitted to take poasession of religious and eultural objecta now in
possession of individuals or 1nstitutions only o the extent that the organ

- izetion establishes its claim as suooesaor in 1nterest under the Restitution
Lew, which, when enacted, will pmvido dYmprehensive measures’ covering Tasti-
tution of the property of peraecutees. A Mth reagectmto religious - end ol 1turalw

Mil: Govt might dispose of such ‘objects 'wnhout»readr%.!
Restitution Law but disposal to an International Agen,

J’ewish 1ntereats throughout the worié‘ with adequate prov .8i0 n-pi
for the representaticn of” J‘ewiah 1nterests How in: Gemany.-

We request that no action be taken affirning propoaals in wx-81072 at
least until you have received tand atudied our draft law which. ia being ‘fore
warded airmail. o A

Elofeo"v“é'r. it 15 felt here that‘ i;i’roposals for tx*ang;ter of cultu;jal na -

violat 1onsr of the Hague convention of 190? whioh.\together with_,the requesfad““ '
power o;‘ seizura ‘é6uld if util1zed @s “a proeedent: for. other purposas by othar W
povers. #ill lead to & cultural rape of Germeny.. - B o

~ If in feot it 18 desired that action similar to _,pngpéag«;s ‘6f WK~B1072
be taken in eny pert of Germany, recommend that the entire natter be treated
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st Lo
JCR, Inc.
:erertv for
Lic or guasi-pu

1. Pursng

i

tlﬂg 5

. dince an esrlier ownership of the@e prope ,
© sltheough the cirvcumstsnces of removal to Germa re uninown and reccgnli-

}w)
(‘1
3

_ipg the anlikelibood that aﬁg of tine esrlier owners of these various d
- wroperties ere in existence ioday, JOR, Inc. hereby agrees to
ressen E“Le “1¢L=“nce in'en:”L"J Ing to locate such ocuwners and
; te herecf providsd the
insuragce in transit,
bty JCR, Inc. cf such of these
L wt the end n? two years from the
sgme wsﬁﬂer 25 provided in the basic agreement of
| cgrees to m@?&ﬁt custody of these proserties by
L BL hugus . Custedy will be taien by recelpts exscuted jointly by
§f presentatives of the U8 Militery Governzent end JCR, Irnc. at the time
L shipment from US Militecy Government depots.
L
A . The ccots of packing and cruti unﬁ \
o German frontiev or to a JCR, Inc. C : VET
wte destl ic electsd ffR, Ioc ) cxecept “the cost of insur- :
1 1. 0CeuR at1mﬁ cost by the G“Pioﬁ Goverament of the :

stlve, JCi,

0

NG

3 on hehslf of

DatevmgézJégivéa?%;/é%??
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1 berm&n-Hebrew manuscr pt.‘Gwn‘

& Hebrew printed works (7).

S J—nleae,mééct‘ A
Box 2%z |

A e
P Copy/rt

'ﬁner unknown. Not 1is:e,lﬁygﬁitig@«

HebreW“manuscripts wit debrew stamgs.ué..<xlanower"
Habrew«manusoripts. Owi'er: Belaruski dzjerzauny Muzai

(one of ‘thew: questianablyﬂ :
Hebrew~manuscript by Partenheim. .
;Hebrew manuscripts. Owner Lemle Moses: nlaus-Stiftung, kannheim
Hebrew manugcript. -Owner: Elies Ullmenn, Frankfurt. ilde
vHebraw,manuscripts. ‘Owner: . dtbibliothek" Frankfurt doe M
'Babrew'manuscript.~0wner o ;ern; - wien ‘
-Hebrewﬁmanuscript ‘Owner: Klevsky O<va ,Ragpr. krosv. &azd.

- Bvrejaml P Bibliotheka Kiew - -
”Hebruw manuscript. Ownel iekelevic. uelokso fVeliz.
”Hebrew.manusoript. Owner., ubbat, Kurlsanskoe Gaby . -
Hebrew mafiuscript. OwneT: Ovaej~,ost €1, Libau (Latvia)
Hebrew manuseript, Latvian. ownershdip: Riga (gtamp) .
~Hab¢ewvmanuscripts. Owner Hiator.—bthnograph. Gesellschaft
. < o{Lithuanian) .

NHPHP mewww @W&mw

&[Eabrew‘manuscripts with,&uesti '&bla russian mark*of ownershln ‘
Pt Hebrew*manuscrifﬁnguastionf wWner: Hugo . B 3 t/M. -
1 Hebrew manuscript with ques Sle German,m ahip -
1 Hébrew~manuscript with ques‘ e Yerman i
vl‘Hebrew manuseript on parohm 1 Q

' o ' German mark of ownership
l,HaerWﬁ afl ‘, o Yiwo
4 Hebrew manuscripta witn queamio ble rudsian marx of ownershlp

\-b5 58, Lulov ?

{Hsbréw@
'Hebeij‘

HebrewAmanuscript thh quea ionable Polish mgrk of ownershi sWarschau?
Hsbrewimanuseript. @wner- He; pa Rubena R ‘ , :
’Hebrew’manuscri't. .

Hebrew o
-Hebréw. i
-Bebrew»'

AFolder:

;Javia ﬁinzourg ?
fintz - : :
] ble Italian

«aiian meTK of own%rshiy
Latin-ltalian manuscript qith queationable Itald nfwark of" awnership

l; - c'
e S

- J§50~géggﬂo;§ e

*7Israelitische borporation in

1 German n“ﬁd‘“ tte f;&q&@@ggcu dresse. -Owner: Oberreb. Dr;,a,‘ﬁrankel

1 Arabian prunted work () % ;gth'

"Q‘I-
I

B‘O XN a

110 Hebrew manusoripts, owner unknown. Not lxsted by title.,(g)
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SUBTECT: 'n-.ansmi-tm ot cables

LT0 s Reatitnt:{on Bnamh
. conomica ‘Division
Office, of *fiutary umarmmnt for Hesse
CABD 633. An:zy*'

&.ttm MF‘I&& Section for .
f:? Dimetor. Offanbach Archival Depc's

_ feturned hefewith ere Offembach Lepot file ucpies
of cables conoerﬁiing five cases of books fram the Offen-
bach ArehiVal Bepot.

FOR THE cmw. RESTITURION mm&,

: i
ot .

c . RICBAID F. LORARD
2 Incls. , : Chief, L¥iks Jection
Inel 1 - geble dtd 21 &m‘ 47
~ fr Amer Cons Gen JSM %o

ORGTS b ’ -
Imel 2 - telegr atd May o 47 \ Y

fr Frankfurt to Ysrusalem :

Telephone BERLIN a3255
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STIRINCT: ¥aterial from Offenbach Archi
]

111w
-

1, At Taeb £ is telegram To Jerusalem, 2 regarding five

of Jewis Jdocuments from offerbach T’Pmt .fiwl had been sent

without authorization, irdisating that they oonl(% be left in Jerusalem
inventory and devosit. (As

"R
fs: of this date no ranly has been received o

3 ’ i .
cahle ). :
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+he

e

req Teb o

1 e oy
Gt 3Iated
1

Rellts the Shaff o u“dv noints out that
boxes contain 1den restituta naterial of ssian, Ttalien, and
Auvstrian cwnershi :

sl e

Paragraph le of ses that the
and reference m i are aveilahle Tor a
frohival De;mt. The Heafl -"<~‘~‘V‘\-'

E B khe ) :

concludes 1‘} L He ahnve i’ac’ts sl

+hat the cabhle

wpeotor Teneral

&

ary Govarncr

nrunend Od +} *a*” the vhole matter
recormmendstion that th

he OPF I o]
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o, COL WILKmSON
N I do not w1af to" tranaport these ;'?J‘f -
beoks unneoessarlly. - R
* Qur. pl&ns callhfor a trustee'repre- N .
sentlng World Jewry to, determlne disp081-i -
tion of- Jéw sh archivq V is .- L o o
'Aapp01nted we will.turn ‘over- these ‘books: to. | '
“him and’ he can detenmln ’"here they :should . ’ . !
* theu go. Meanwhile 2 ' ' ‘; :
safe hands untll flnal dlsposltxon' "
, /s/ LDC 4
, e May - Wllklnson Material frmnﬁ;‘v' : o ‘
SUBJECT:  Offenbach Archlval Depot at S '
Jerusalem. . LT
“ Return this to OfHice ou‘ C-m-C‘ with completed acfion : ) ;‘1108
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From: | Date:  .June 26, 1947, noon

‘No.:

g Code: ;Becgived:; “ﬁaﬂ'$7}‘l¥#5‘§m

[

F b e B e (T Y L
‘ - IR

.::Action: g @ﬁﬁarﬁh
.- Info:

e

&%9] e Department *;s m}.ay from Berlin Mune 24, 2 i
L7716/ ~ Inventory m'squmsts& in cable signed Harphy &m&& :
- I&ay &, 1947 has bwn uml@w&, Have recelpt signed by |
- fiebrew Univeraity Wiﬂ& o o mt;mf r»wm o Gﬂnmw&ﬁ
Gunersl when re:meﬁ?&eﬂ. Ema‘kss in custody of Hebraw
niversisy as of wéay.y ”“’u have no mp@&t no faollitivs .'
for " HIrODOT mﬁfa;ﬁé

g:

rds” oontem mgg

w—m -of identifyving :
marka. To who ahould inwﬁtm‘y be fm%w&aé?

E
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N M . Mmiﬁw‘z;
éﬁﬁﬁ&@@i& % éﬁ Vngji}ﬁﬁg

. !’"“’"



e mr— S A ‘w!

e e e e 8

e v

[ oecossiED | E.ntry Ao [ U

| phory JND T TEOEZ. | File . wWieshad Cegmee
LBY‘M_};AQAD‘J -/ 00" | Box GG |

)

OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (U. 8.)
- OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS

APO 742

) o November 6, 1947

SRS

MEMORANDTM

'

To t Mr, Richerd Howerd, Chief,
Monuments, Fine Arts end Archives Section,
Economies Division.

From s Office of Politicel Affairs

Enclosed herewith is an inventory end receipt for the five
cases of books and manuseripts from the Offenbach Archivael ‘
Department, signed by Dr. I, Joel, Acting Librerian of the Jewish
Nationael end University librery, Jeruselem, Palestine. These
cases were removed and shipped illegelly to Pelestine, as described
in your memorendum of Mey 27, . -

This Office will bs glad to forwaerd your request for the
disposition of these books to the Consulate General in Jeruselem.

[

, Roy I, Kimmel, ‘
 Acting Chief, Economics Brench. .

Enelosures f
1. Inventory end receipt for five

cases of book &nd menuseripts. \
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Box 9

; Gavannmenﬁ, the H&gh menanﬁ, and gay 6taﬁe, municiﬁal or logal
government or authority. The &ssumptl@ﬂ, for the purpotes ptdted -
above, of the seld &uthmri ¥ g povers ﬁw@’ nbt. wff oct the I

= annemﬁirm uf Garrfumy. : : T )

: “’I‘h\e L:G%mmmtw‘ P the nited u%,,,tw of @mamea, t,he Unmra ai’
Boviet Soclalist h@Quoﬂiaa' nd the United ﬁingdam, and the pro-

C vislomad Gavum&aent of the Freach § cuubixc, will hereafter deter-
aine the hﬁhﬂdwziﬁ of Gerfieny or 23y part thereof md the status
ef Germaay or of gn@ wrea_ ju“e«anﬁ *@in uart af &erman Territa:yﬁ-

‘.;, A

Qn the same day, the ua?ﬂfﬂﬁ@ﬁtﬁ of the Faar Paﬁ@re guﬁliahe& & m%atement
‘wonatituting the four Zone Commenders the Control Council for the exercise. of
sugreme antherity within aarmany. Tnis wtatement proviﬁaﬁ in nart: .
"n &he period wban Garwany i& Oarnyina out tue . b&sic r&quirementa
of uneonditional" surrander, supreme asuthority ian Gormany ‘will be -
exercised, oa instructions from thelr Governments, by the Britieh,

o

' United Btates, Soviet, end Fremch Commsnders-in-Chief, each in his.

own Zone of Occupation, and elzo jointly, in mstters affecting
- Germeny as & whole. The four Communders-in-Chief will together .
' constitute the Control Council. Bach Cemmandaruin-chiaf will b@
"aaslated by & Paliticul £dvisor. S

”2. The Contxel Gouncil, whose ﬁeciaiona ah&ll be unanimaue, will

. engure appropriate wniformity of action by the Comm&nder&—in~&hiﬁf'
" in their rasoaative Zoneg of - Gccunatiou and will “each agreed de-
cisions on the chiwf aua&tiana mffacting Germeny as & whole.? -

" Om tha &nd dey of éugust 1E4a, thrae of the f@ur eccuayzng pswera,‘

" the- Gnit@d Btates, Great Brltain, gnd the Soviet Union, entered into & trie-
partite sgreement et Potsdas’ covering the politicel and economical srincipgles
- of & coordinated Allicd policy toward defeated Germeny during the period af
' #1lied control. Although’ Prance did not adhere formully to thip sgreamént, .
. - Pranoe has for the most partindhereé in feet to the: prlaciales therein set
* forths The Potadanm &greement is in any event’ binding upon the three signatsriea,'

and mey &lso be binding upon’ Franee 1o the extent that her r@gresent&tiVQ on
the Control Counedl, or the French Government itself, hes accepted and acﬁeﬂ

' unﬁer snd ia accorﬁance with 1%3 pravisiana mithout reaarvation.

. In adﬂition to th&ée baaic agreem&nts relating to: the pwement oecuea~'

tion of Germeny in this 1nﬁerim serimd before the reconstitution of u mew

_soverelga State by treaty or agreod declaration of the victors in this wer.

: ’tien of Germeny, the oacu@ying powers have, in the past, entered lnte or &dh@med,' i
to certsin international conventions which may be' applicabla t6 the administra-

Among these ure the Hague Coaventiena of 1907. Particularly pwrtinant to this

discussion i Convention IV, Rasg@ctiag the Lawe and Customs of Wer tn Lénd, '

“snd the rsgulations sonexed therete. Thig Convention wES signed and ratified

without resarvations, by theeﬁnitea St@tes, Gre&t Pritain, and Erance. It was
P : .
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Co
o

- aigna& end ratifia& by Russia, aubjeet to: rsservationﬁ not cnnssquantial to this
discussion.t The Zone Gomman&ars,'as rwgres@nt&tives of eignetories to Hague
Convention 1¢, are required to recognige end comply with the provisions of that
Convention ‘and the Regulaﬁlaus ennexed thersto 1n§o£ar a8 thay are &pplicable
to tha interim o;cupation af Germany. o ' o

. - ,"" wa‘?wn 10 Couni epiglation © o IT R o
e e . , : : N
~ 7. Cantrol Lsuneil ?rncl&mation Ho. 2, oaction XXI, pravides thaﬁ %the
German suthorities end any other person in a position to do @0 will furnish or
ceuse to be furnished all guch information end ‘documents of every kia&, publie
. end privste, as the Alliasd’ Repraaentutivéa Bay require", snd. further: provides
that "the Gerwman autharitiea #ill give all necessery facilities end assistance
for this pyrpose ...". This proclamation is sufficlent autharity for the 4Allied
. Representatives, acting together as the Control Council, and possibly elgo acting
individually as Zone Commanders, to demend archives reguired by them from the
Gerpan autharities and to. compel uomnliance with such orders by the German . -
_ authorities. But the prcelam&tion doss not define tha type of archivas which the ;
: ”Ailied Repra&aﬂtativaa may prcperly require” ‘ :

8. By Order Bo. 4, cf 13 May . L@ﬂé, the Gcntral Cguncil arﬁ@rad &ll works - °
- of litarature, the contents of which include ﬁazi propagsnda, Hesi “raeial“ theories,
 incitemenis to aggresslon,. end- ‘propagands. agaiust the United Nutions, or which .
 contribute to militery training end educaetion or to the maintesance and: develop—-
' ment of war potential, to be surrendered to the Allied authorities by (a) owmers
‘of circuleting libraries, bookshops, bookstores, sud publishing housés, and’(b)
former state and municipal libraries, directors 'of universities snd heads or
directors of other higher educdtional establishments and secondary échools, sil
institutione for’ acient&fic research, praeidenﬁm of ac&damies, sll selentific
and technical societies end aspociations, and. éir@ctars of alamant&ry &nd gartial _
' '“acenéany acheols ‘end gyanaaia. ‘

' %s The spec&fia dmcuments, mubject of the gresant inquiny, ralate o

" historical perieéa long antedeting current history end could not comtaln pro- -

paganda for National Socisliam or propségands against the United Nations, From
* the brief daacrigtiona given, such documents could scarcely contribute to milit&xy
“training or education or to. the maintensace of -development of war p@tenti&L.;

It would sppesar, therefare, ‘that the documents are not subjmct to- confiscation

~ ‘under Control Council Order Ho. 4. On the other bshd no lagial&tinn of" the Control

- Gouncil ezxpressly prohibits the ramoval of 5uch ﬂocnm@nta &y uai&aﬁeral action

of sny ZQna Cammsndar. ‘ ‘ _ :

B .

»ﬁ

1 e Uaton of Soviet Soctallbt ﬁepublics hes- recognized Hague Conventic :v y
‘a3 binding internastionsl law by its relisnce upon thet Convention in the.
trial of major German war criminala before the Intarnational %ilitaqyf?ribunul
at ﬁurnberg.;\¢ o ‘ .
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