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The battle about these points, actually continued until the 


end of the action. w~· insisted that the 1684000 Dollars, had 

already been handed over ~or a long time. Becher denied it, but 


he proposed a compro~ise." he would not be satisfied o~ly with 


money, the original Gierman demand, was for materials, and namely 


for materials for the: War Effort. He would be satisfied with harm­


less materials, but to honor the principle of the agreement, it 


had to be in merchandise. 

, 

After that, he would be ready to co'nsider the Bergen-Belsen 
group as paid. 

We now made every effort, to fulfill Becher's wish. To start 
with, we used a Swiss, bluff. We showed Becher documents, in which 
Switzerland had given 

, 
us 

I 
a letter of credit, equivalent in value 

for 30 tractors. In o~r accounting, we entered these tractors as 
"already delivered." Symbolically they are to replace the trucks 

discussed in Istanbul~ ( they never left Switzerland.) 
Business friends:of von Freudiger, offered two railroad cars 

of sheepskins from Bratislava. They also figured in our statement 

(when an agent from Berlin, came to Bratislava several months 
later, to receive this merchandise, it was discovered, that the 
assignment was never tilled. 

Facts are, that ~e delivered 15000 Kilo of coffee to Becher. 
It was important. it had a symbolic meaning. The coffee figured 

in the wish-list origfnally sent to Istanbul. The coffee had been 

at Budapest's free por~ for several month,.it was a little stale. 
Becher had it washed irt Vienna, 20% of the price was deducted 
from our account. (The: money to buy the coffee, had been given to 

us by the Joint.). , 
Now the 1684 Humap Beings could finally be considered bought 

,by us. The order for t~eir departure was not issued yet. Eichmann 
, 

too, had hesitations. He saw in the group a valuable pawn. He 

thought, that it concerned Jews, who were of special interest 

abroad, and with whom more pressure could be applied, on the 

Jewish Organizations. ~esides that, he was very worried about the 

life of the 1684 persons. Originally, they were supposed to tra­
vel through occupied France to Spain. But by this time, the Allie 

were getting closer to Paris. The German railroad lines behind 

the front, were bombed continuously. Eichmann now asked us: 

"What will happen; if the train is hit by an Engli~h or 
I 
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American bomb, or if it gets stuck on the way? Or do you think, 

Germany has nothing better to do right now, than to protect the 

Jews?" 

I told him, to let the group go, and ,that we would take the 
responsibility for any:risk involved. I asked myself,if Eichmann 
is not playing with th~ idea, to blow the train up, and then put

I 
the blame on an Allied Air Attack. Anyway, I threw out an idea, 
that the group should p'erhaps take the safer route to Switzerland # 

Eichmann was going to think abou~t. 

An episode, which sounds like a detective story, temporarily 

interrupted the struggle, of'when the departure from Bergen-Belsen 

should occur. It will be briefly reported here. 
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Ii Convinced Nazis had no doubt whatever that in exchange 
I for the lives of thousands of Hungarian Jews, 'International ,} 

Jewry' would be prepared to make sacrifices amounting to 
jill 
" far more than the sums paid by merely forty members of the 
! Weiss family. Becher himself counted on the determination 

.j of foreign Jewish communities to come to the aid of their
'j coreligionists still in Hungary. However, as Dr. Billitz had O"! _ 
! repeatedly told us, Becher was nj)~ delli_to hwnan arguments. 
! 

o 
0 

Kastner had noticed this at the first long intervi.e-wheliaa had' 'jiI: with him and I myself realized this when I got to know him 
better. 

Immediately after his discussion with Kastner, Becher went 
to Berlin to see Himmler and came back with instructions to 
take the place of Eichmann in the negotiations. As soon as he 
returned there was a decisive meeting between Becher and 
his aide-de-camp Hauptsturmfohrer of the 55 Griison on the 
one side and Kastner, Dr. Billitz and myself on the other. For 
the first time we were able to discuss facts about the despatch 
of the test-convoy that had already been formed. Becher said 
he was ready to suggest to the SS Reichsfohrer that the convoy 
should be sent abroad as soon as a certain sum, representing a 
minimum guarantee, had been handed over in Hungary, The 
payment of the remainder of the whole sum agreed upon 
was to be made in 'free' currency when the train reached its 
destination in a neutral country. In this way the sum put up 
as a guarantee could be re-employed for the following train 
and so on. This provisional agreement was reached after0 

discussions during which we had explained to Becher that our 


I,~ friends abroad would certainly never accept paying an advance 

F in a free country for a first train before its arrival abroad, while, 


;~ f-& on his side, Becher maintained that Himmler would neveri ~ J-4I
Ii: consent to let a whole convoy of Jews depart without the 
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exchange sum having been paid previously. We had proposed 
a tariff of 100 dollars a person, but we were obliged to pay 
$1000. Becher moreover did not hide from us that the 
Reichsfiihrer was counting on doubling this figure. 

With regard to the question as to how the payment of the 
guarantee should be effected, Becher declared that not only 
at his first interview with Kastner on June 20 but also at the 
second quite recently he had certainly heard mentioned a sum 
of several million dollars which had already been paid over. 
But neither he nor his staff had seen this money. Kastner was 
a Bohemian at heart - he paid little attention to financial 
matters and did not realize the value of money. He simply told 
Becher that a committee set up by Otto Komoly and Szulem 
Offenbach must have already handed over a considerable 
part of the. sums to be paid by the passengers of the special 
train about a week before; budiedia-not know to whom~ 

When Kastner referred to the 6,500,000 pengoes the 
Waada Jewish Council had collected which, at the beginning 
of the German occupation, he had handed over to Eichmann's 
office in Brand's presence, Becher answered that payments 
made to the Bureau of Jewish Affairs, did not concern him 
and therefore could not be taken into account. With this 
statement the interview came to an end. 

There was no question of our quickly gathering the objects 
of value which had been supposedly paid to the Germans on 
June 20. Qyite by chance I managed to discover where these 
objects were - during an interview with Clages on the subject 
I learned to my great astonishment that they had been 
deposited with him. He had even put an office at the disposal 
of the Waada's treasurer, 5zulem Offenbach, and the precious 
boxes were still locked up in the drawers of the office desk. 

When my friends were arrested by the Hungarian police 
at the end ofMay, large sums in dollars and securities had been 
taken from them and deposited, in accordance with the decrees 
in force by that time, in the Hungarian National Bank; we 
could not obtain their restitution. Luckily Offenbach had 
taken his time before paying Eichmann's Bureau of Jewish 
Affairs the cash and jewellery collected afterwards for the 
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test-convoy operation. He suspected that the promises would 
not be kept. To be certain that all this money would remain 
at the disposal of the Waada, Offenbach had applied to CIages's 
orderly officer, Hauptsturmfuhrer Neugeboren (although 
Eichmann was still at that time entrusted with the negotia­
tions). Neugeboren had taken part in the liberation of my 
friends who had been arrested by the Hungarians, and this was 
how Offenbach made his acquaintance and obtained his per­
mission to place the boxes in CIages's offices. In the confusion 
of events, Offenbach had not had the opportunity to inform 
Kastner and me of these arrangements. 

Now we had to officially hand over to the SS equipment 
service the valuables collected as an advance and as a guarantee 
for the first test-train. At a later conversation Becher told us 
that he could take delivery of nothing without an exact inven­
tory and estimation of the worth of these valuables, since in 
addition to cash in various currencies there were jewels, gold 
coins and ingots. Such an estimation would demand a con­
siderable amount of work, so to gain as much time as possible. 
it was decided that the Hauptsturmfohrer and I should agree 
on the value of each object and base our appreciation on 
de\ailed lists drawn up by a committee of four expert valuers. 

Each day the four men removed a certain quantity of gold, 
diamonds, foreign currency and jewellery from the boxes and 
the same evening gave us a complete list of the objects with 
the weight-of·the·gold, ..the number .ofcarats 9f ~~. Rt:.ecious 
stones etc. Griison and I had then to agree on the valu~ f~ 
dollars of each object. After I had perceived that my partner 
was not to be counted among the more dangerous fanatics of 
the SS, I tried to convince him gradually that it was doubly 
advantageous to us to be liberal in our estimates. On the one 
hand each $ 1000 represented a human life saved, and on the 
other hand the test-convoy with about 1300 people could not 
leave Budapest until the sum of $1,300,000 had been ob­
tained; the negotiations now going on - to which the ..... Reichsfiihrer attached great importance - depended to a great 

~ extent on the early arrival of this train abroad. Griison let 
~ himself be convinced and showed himself very liberal in his 
~ 
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estimations. When, after that, I spoke to him of gas chambers 
in the camps, he first of all refused to believe me. But while 
he was on leave he heard my stories confirmed by one of his 
friends who worked at the Reichssicherheitshauptamt and was 
so overcome that he promised all the help he could give. He 
also rendered us other precious services and exposed himself 
personally to a good deal of danger (see p. 136). 

While the negotiations with Becher went on I persisted in 
asking CIages to see that Eichmann got orders from Berlin to 
send off the special train from Budapest, for although Becher 
had taken his place in the negotiations, Eichmann and his 
staff remained the only· people with authority to get the 
convoy gomg. 

Mter all the patience and obstinacy required by our task, 
the object of our efforts was attained suddenly and in a most 
surprising way. On June 30 the test-convoy left Budapest for 
Lisbon - or at least that was' what we thought. 



---~---c 

The day after our return to Budapest, Griison's driver 
turned up unexpectedly at our house in the early morning 
and informed me that 'they· had come to fetch' his chief, 
to take him to the Gestapo HQin Berlin. Griison had been 
able to say a few words to his chauffeur and ask him to tell 
me at once what had happened. He asked me if I were 
questioned about him not to say anything about circum­
stances where he had too obviously favoured us. Brunner, 
after his interview with Griison at Bratislava had immediately 
telephoned a report to the main office of the Reich Central 
Security. Hence Grtison's arrest only a few hours after we got 
back from Bratislava. 

I then thought my own arrest was only hours away and 
began to wonder if the time had not come for me to go into 
hiding. However, together with Kastner I had by words and 
deeds so thoroughly entered into my role as official delegate 
Qf the great Jewish Power that my disappearance would cause 
the collapse of all the credit we had with the SS services 
opposesl to Eichmann and therefore with Himmler himself. 

During the afternoon I had a" telephone call-from the .SS 
equipment section. Would I please go at once to see Becher? 
He received me alone. He was visibly ill at ease and more 
anxious than usual. But he did no't say a word about our 
clandestine excursion to Bratislava. He just told me that 
Grtison had suddenly been appointed to another post; then 
he added he could not accept the programme he had before 
him - that which Griison and I had drawn up together a few 
days previously. It contained an absolutely grotesque balance 
or estimation of the sum in valuables put at our disposal by 

..... the Waada to guarantee the departure of the 1700 members of 
~ 
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the test-convoy. These valuables came very largely from the 
300 persons of the test-train who had been able voluntarily to 
pay sums, in certain cases quite considerable, to which were 
added my own more modest deliveries of goods. Griison and 
I, it will be remembered, had estimated the value of this 
account with a generosity that would have appeared suspect 
to the least unwary. 

Certainly Becher had no intention of accepting these figures, 
but I managed, without too much difficulty, to overcome the 
loss of Griison and maintain my 'diplomatic immunity' as 
delegate of 'world Jewry'. 

Griison's tasks were assigned to Obersturmfuhrer Grabau 
who looh \1 after the coffers of the SS equipment section and 
was to take official charge of our account. Grabau evidently 
did not have the same attitude towards us as Griison, especially 
as he knew the real reason for the disappearance of his 
predecessor, and was aware of his sympathies for our 
activities. It was impossible to find out what had happened 
to Griison, though we had every reason to suppose, at the 
time, that the Gestapo had liquidated him 'in the greatest 
secrecy' which would hardly encourage his successor to follow 

- his example. 
If we had proceeded to make a new estimate - taking into 

account this time the real values - the total would not have 
amounted to more than 400,000 to 500,000 dollars in all, and 
would probably even have come to less than that. At best the 
sum would hardly have sufficed to secure the liberation of 
500perso!ls.__What I wanted to do most of all was to collect 
an amount suffi~ierit to secuidnat the rest of test-convoy,-still 
at Bergen-Belsen, should be sent abroad. We did not know 
then the great importance Himmler attached to payments in 
kind and we were not sure that political and personal motives 
alone dictated his conduct. . 

To get the Bergen-Reisen train abroad complete we had to 
produce a sum of $1,700,000 - on condition that Grabau 
accepted. I managed, however, not without some difficulty, 
to induce him to admit this assessment and then to get him to 
sign another protocol. The estimates Griison and I had made 
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gave at first a total sum of $3,500,000 which would have been 
enough to ransom 3500 persons. As Grabau had no initiative 
and did not seem inclined to take personal responsibility, I 
did not think I was mistaken in supposing that Becher had at 
least encouraged him to be conciliatory. It was important for 
him also that the train should reach its destination, since he 
hoped that there would thereby be a radical change in and a 
softening of the attitude of our foreign friends. 

After these events we thought that our efforts to save the 
Slovakian Jews and to prevent a new wave of deportations 
from Slovakia had become almost hopeless. Kastner, however, 
continued to press Becher to intervene in favour of Gizi 
Fleischmann and her companions in distress though without 
any success for Becher was still not disposed to get mixed up in 
an affair which seemed to him very obscure indeed, and even 
to transcend Himmler's sphere of influence. 

Clages also refused to do anything at all and added that if a 
definite reply was not received soon from Saly Mayer, the 
stoppage of the Hungarian deportations might be reconsidered. 

We know that on September I, 1944, Kastner and Griison 
had. decided in agreement with Wyler and Saly Mayer that 
the latter would telegraph his 'yes' as soon as he obtained the 
authorization of his principals. This telegram reached.us on 
September 26, 1944. Kastner showed it the same day to 

. Becher and I to_Cl:lg(!~. It was a 'yes' on certain conditions 
that were not absolutely cleai:1t was, however, astonishing 
to see with what relief, with what joy, even, Clages and 
Becher welcomed this telegram. They promised to communi­
cate its contents to Himmler immediately. Thereupon it was 
decided there should be a third meeting on the Swiss frontier. 
Forty-eight hours later Kastner left Budapest in company 
with Kettliz, a member of the SS equipment section. Although 
Kettliz belonged to the moderate group of the economists, 
we could hardly expect him to take risks for us or be ready to 

..... 
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bluff with us. But the mere fact that this journey had been 
decided on SO rapidly induced Kettliz to take his mission 
seriously. 

..c:.: On September 26, 1944, Clages had confidentially proposed 
co 
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to me that I should go to the Swiss frontier in the place of 
Kastner. He was aware of the open disagreement between , 
Kastner and Mayer, and that made him uneasy. According to 
Clages the reason for this mutual antipathy was that Kastner 
had not inspired enough confidence in Saly Mayer, who had 
not known how to handle him properly. It was clear that 
Clages was saddling Mayer with his own doubts. Naturally I 
refused the suggestion. It is easy to understand that I could 
say nothing about the real cause of the divergencies between 
Kastner and Mayer. However, I assured Clages that Kastner, 
the vice-chairman of the Hungarian Zionist Union, was a 
personality internationally known, and that for this reason, 
even if he behaved tactlessly with Saly Mayer, he would 
have more weight than myself - a Zionist of recent date. If I 

. were to go to Switzerland instead of Kastner, and maybe 
against his will, Jewish communities would be prepared to 
think I was a docile tool of Himmler. Kastner, an elected 
representative, ran no risk of such suspicions. Clages accepted 
my arguments and Becher knew nothing of the proposal· 
made to me. And I refrained from informing Kastner, since 
he was very jealous of the good relations I maintained with 
Clages, our most important link with Himmler. 

The third meeting on thf': ~WhlQ (Tnn..;",. ..",,,..nl,,,ri +: __• _I: 
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NOTE: words in square brackets [ ... ] are inferred or 
,i 

reconstructed on the basis of the context; words in braces { ... }, 
! 

are remarks of the translator. 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Russel Slater 8511/74 I' 851931 
I 
I 
I 

Geneva, 21 October 1945 

[You] will certainly excuse us if this letter is written, not in 

Hebrew, but in •• Swiss • 'i • 

I 
I 
I 

[You] will still remember the history of the operation of the 
I 

Budapest [.... ]adat Hasa1a. When the Allies on the London radio 
i 

announced the [???] of 	the German proposal forwarded by Joel 
I 
I 
I 

Brand, an interim{?} agreement between us and Aichmann was 
I 

concluded in Budapest. Pursuant to that: 
I 

i 

I
200 persons designated by us were to be transported after a 

! 
I,

short period in Ge~many to Palestine via Spain. 

I .
900 persons were brought to Budapest from various ghettos in 

! 

the province (with:the help of the German side) in order to 
, 

be organized irito this transport.
: 
I 
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15,000 Hungarian J~ws were gathered together by means of our 
I

instructions, circ~venting Auschwitz, and brought to 
I 

Austria, where theiy were relatively well treated and for the 

most part saved. 

An additional 15,OPO Jews selected by us were supposed to be 
I 
: 

brought from Budapest to Austria. The refusal of Horthy to 

allow the deportation of the Budapest Jews made the 

execution of this provision illusory. 
, 
'. 

In return, we committed ourselves on our part to pay a certain 

head tax for each Jew srnt to a foreign country or brought to 
I

Austria. On the German side, 1,000 Schilling per person were 
I 

demanded, for transport to a foreign country, and $100 in 
I , 

connection with the transports to Austria. 

I 

IInstead of 1200, there ~ere 1685 who reached Switzerland via 
I 
I

Bergen-Belsen. Among th~se there were about 120 for whom we 
, 

arranged the trip in return for higher amounts and for valuables, 

gold cigarette boxes, w~tches, jewels, as well as Napoleons 
! 
I

{coins}, gold, and platinum. These valuables and money in pengo 
, ' , 

{Hungarian monetary unit} constituted the financial basis of our 
I, 

interim agreement. We stipplemented the sums accumulated in this 

way with the dollars and gold cOins which were sent to us by the 

Waad in Istanbul. 
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The total amount demanded by the Germans was never paid in full. 

We estimated the valuables collected at 8 million 700 thousand 

Swiss francs; the Germans claimed that they were worth only 3.8 

million. This controver~y was never settled. 

The valuables were accepted by the Flag Leader of the Armed SS, 

Kurt Becher, manager of:· the Economics Staff of the Armed SS. 

You are aware that this' was the only language which one could use 

at the time with the Germans. You are also aware that, with the 

help of this same Kurt Becher, the Budapest ghetto was saved, two 

additional transports were guided into Switzerland, and that the 

concentration camps of ~ergen-Belsen, Mauthausen, Neuengamme, and 
,

Theresienstadt were handed over to the Allies without a·struggle. 


The surrender of the Jews who were in Austria took place the same 

I 

way. 
( 

It is the cause of great joy and satisfaction to us to be able to 

tell you that the valuables handed over from the Budapest Waada 

.were never used by the Germans, i.e., they were never used to 

support the German war effort. 

Mosche Schweiger will give you a report in what follows about the 

later developments. 

From 14 July 1944 on, I:was in the Mauthausen concentration camp. 

On 20 April of this yea"
I 

the above-mentioned Flag Leader Kurt 
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Becher appeared in Mauthausert and moved me first into the sick 
· I 
· Ibay (something like a s~natoGium for prominent persons in the 
: I

camp), and then into a separate room with SS food. On 4 May, 
I II 

i.e., 2 days before the 
I 

surrender of the camp to the Americans, 
i 

he had me brought from ~he camp to the headquarters of General 
! 
I

Winkelmann, and from there we drove in his car as far as 
: IWeissenbach in the vicinity of Bad Ischl. On the same day, the 
: 
• I 

I
Americans, too, arrived' there. Since I was physically completely 

I 
run down (despite the b~tter ifoOd in the immediate past), he had 

i 
· I\ reserved a room in a hunting IIOdge in which he also lived. We 

were there together fori seveial days, even after the armistice, 

up to his arrest by the Austr.ian Freedom Movement. He was
.: I , 

arrested on 23 May of this year and on the same {page 2} day 

handed over to the Amerlcans in Bad Ischl. One day before his 

arrest, when it was already clear that he would be arrested in 
•• II 
· Iseveral hours or days, pe in~ited me and another Jew whom he had 

I 

brought to the hunting ~odge in order to help me into his room, 

and addressed me somewhat as follows: I have a large number of 

various valuables, and I ask !YOU to hand these over to Dr. 

Kasztner and Saly Meyer' for the Jewish Agency and Joint. To my 
l 

question why he had not handJd these over to the headquarters of 
I

the Reich leader, he answered that he had already indicated to 
, I 

· I
Kasztner that he would like to preserve this wealth for the 

, I 
Jewish people, and would like to carry this out now. He had 

I, 

opened some boxes, emptied tHem, 
i I 

and then hidden them, but handed 

over the content to me again Ipacked., He promised, too, to give me 
! copy of the inventory. He ~as not able to do this, since hea was 
I 
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arrested. Incidentally,l he a~so gave his personal valuables to 

me,.and asked me to keep
: 

the~ 
J 

for him. I have been hoping that 
I 

· I someone would come to Austria from the Jewish world outside, and 
: I

that I could discuss th~ mat~er with him, or give him the 
I i

valuables. Since this was not the case, and since, too, in the 
: I

l·i ttle village where I 	 was there were constant house searches by
: I 	 . 

the Austrians, and sinc~ the loccupation authorities imposed the 

death penalty for not r~porti!ng property formerly owned by the 

National Socialist part¥. or Iss officers from the rank of Flag 

Leader on, I found mYSe~f in ja rather uncomfortable position, 
! I

both for the cause and 	for my,self. Throughout the Salzkammergut, 
! I

there was talk that a Flag Leader had brought a lot of gold 

there, and that it had ~o be there somewhere. In this situation, 

I was forced to turn to the American authorities. In Bad Ischl,
I 

there was a team of the l CIC (iCounter-Intelligence Corps), to whom 
I 

I reported the entire m~tter.! Working in this team, there was a 
: I

Jew (Chawer from Poale 	Zion ~rom Poland), and the gentlemen of 
. ; I 

this team of the CIC took these objects from me summarily (again 

without inventory, from: lack IOf understanding of what they were, 
I I 

and because of the larg~ number). A list was compiled by the 
I 

aforementioned Chawer of poalie Zion, that the objects were being 
: I

taken for safe keeping 	for the institutions or persons mentioned. 
: I 

Again, incidentally, I ~ddedlthe things from Becher to the 

others, since I really could !not explain how and why I had a 
· I 

fortune in my possession which belonged to a Flag Leader. This 
· I 
I 

was not included in the;depos'i tion. Later the objects were 
· I 

inventoried by the American t·hemselves, and a {copy of the}
I 
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I 
I 

I 
, I

inventory is part of the documents of the investigation in the 
; ) 

Causa [ ... ]her. Only se~eral reeks later could I get a message to 

Italy, that I would like to discuss a highly important matter 
i ,I, 

with a responsible person, but since I was not able to travel to 
: I

Italy, I asked that someone c10me to visit me. The Chawer informed 
, I ' 

me later that he passed'my communication on, but no one came to 

see me. Approximately i~ the ~iddle of July, I finally had the 
, I 

opportuni ty in Salzburg to teill the story to the captain of the 
, I 

brigade, Choter Jischaj. Howe;ver, since shortly thereafter the 
I 

brigade was transferred' to HO;lland, I don' t know if Mr. Choter 
! ' I 

Jischaj was able to accomplis:h anything in the matter. In August,
': I 

I 

the director of the JOi?t, R~lsznik Reuben, arrived in Salzburg. 

Of course, I told him the story, too, and asked him to take the , I 
necessary further steps. By chance, I succeeded in bringing him 

together wi th the comma~dant' IOf the camp in which Becher was 

being held and who was leadiJg the investigation of the Becher 
: Imatter, and on this occasion ,Captain Kittstein showed Director 

ReS2nik the inventory and to+ him where the objects now were. 

Director Resznik told me nothiing more about it, since he probably 
, I 

did not trust me. The addres, of Mr. Resznik is: Reuben Resznik, 

Director of the American Joidt Distribution Committee, Salzburg, 
: I 

Kapi telplatz 2, and- the, addre1ss of Captain Ki ttstein is: 
: I 

Intelligence Center of the US Third Army, Germany. The latter was,I ' 
also in Switzerland with Mr. ~allY Meyer in order to check on 

Becher's statement about the Itransports of the Jews. Captain 

Kittstein wanted to speak to 'Dr. Kasztner, too, but Mr. Meyer 
; I 

strongly rejected thiS.: Afte1hiS visit with Mr. Meyer, the 
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I 
,I 
I 
I 

captain came to me agairi and raid that Mr. Mayer had confirmed 

the statement by Becher, and he remarked by the way that Mr. 

Meyer's greatest concern is hlow he could get out of the entire 
I 

matter. Since the captain was on the point of going to New York 

on vacation to ( ... ] {last llne(s) on page 2 missing; page 3} , I 
( ... ] discuss. I have not had any further opportunity to speak to 

I 
the captain, since he h~S gode in the meantime to New York on 

vacation. Despite all the effiortB of the Chawerim in Switzerland, 

it could not be arranged for me to be able to come sooner, and 
; 

hence I am only now in a position to transmit this report to you. 

I 
Since we do not have the inv~ntory, it is not possible for us to 

: I _ 
determine whether, besides tHose handed over by the Waada, there 

were other valuables in'thes~ boxes which alBa came from Jews. In 

any case, we believe that we 
'1
must raise the following questions 

in this connection: 

1) Since the valua~les ~ere not treated as war booty, but as 

a deposit, the Age~Cy bJlieves that is would be possible and 
:1 

necessary to get possession of them by appropriate
i I 

intervention and t9 tak~ possession of them. (A Jewish 
1 -I
I , 

lawyer from Zurich, has dffered 'to approach the American 

authorities involv~d in this vein, and believes that he, if 

given the necessary authorization, could carry this out. On 
: I 

this assumption, would you be ready to grant such a power of 

attorney to one of' your Schlichim? On the basis of the 
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I 

transfer of the list, the agency with Dr. Kasztner already 
I, 

has over half of the valuables which were deposited.) 

2) Do you think it, is necessary to involve the Joint? 
:' 

3) Would a simple procedure not lead to the goal, or would 
i I:

political intervention en a higher level be unavoidable? Is 
i 

there not the danger thAt the deposited valuables could be 
I

transformed into G~rman I: war booty, and as such be lost to 


the Jewish community? 
 ' 

I
4) The problem of the u~e of these valuables should also be 

considered by you.: I 
I 

I 
 [' 

I'
5) It would be absolutely necessary to send out a Schalich 

. i· 
of the Agency (with the rappropriate authorization), and to 

arrange a trip for' him ~o the responsible American 

authority. 

6) We do not believe it.necessary to stress the absolute 

urgency of the matter. Choter Jischaj may also have given a 
I I: 

report to you in this v~in. 

Dr. Jisrael Kasztner 

Dr. Mosche Schweiger 
r 
I, 

t< 
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Translation from German original 

IFrom: D Arian (Genev~, March 13th, 1947) 

To: Mr E Kaplan 

Concerning: Return of the Becher deposit from the military, 
govern~ent in Austria. 

1. On 4 January of this yeat~ you assigned me the task, by giving 
me the telegram from Oskar ~ass of Washington, a copy of which i~ 

, I
attached, of taking al1 nec~ssary steps to recover the so-called I· 

Becher deposit from the military administration of the army of 
occupation in Austria,' to d~cide, on the basis of the contents on 
the deposit, where it shoulS be taken to, and store it in a 
manner consistent wit~ this~decision. In a conversation on the 
following day, 5 Janua~y 19~7, you raised the possibility that 
the steps described above were to be taken together with Mr D 
Bahral or Mr Benzion Meiry'~Or by one of the two of them. 

, I 
You emphasized that the steps described above should be 

, . I 

taken in the closest consultation with the Joint. 

An inventory' or :otherl!;dOCuments related to the Becher 
deposit were not available ~t that time. 

2. In the above conver,satioh, I emphasized that I was in Europe
, I 

as a representative of the Keren Kayemeth, and you took the 
I

responsibility of secVring the agreement of Dr Granowsky to the 
action above. 'f 

3. On 6 January, I arr'i ved In Paris, and immediately ini tia ted 
the necessary steps throughtthe office of the Jewish Agency (Mr 
Goldberg) in order to 6btaip the authorization of the military 
government in Aus a for the trip to Austria. To this end, I 
handed over a copy of :the t~legram from Gass. In our appl ica tion 
document, we asked fo~ authbrizationfor Mr Bahral, Meiry, and 
Arian.After about 14 tlays,la decision came from Vienna that they 
were, in the rst sta'ge, ready to give authorization to enter 
the country to only o~e mant It was decided among the Mr Bahra1,

• I

Mr Melry and me that I shouid be the first one to go there. Fina] 
approval was granted o,nly o~, 8 February. On the same evening, I 
went to Salzburg. :, 

4. After I had gather~d all the facts known to us about the I 
Becher deposit from M~ Jehuda Golan and Mr Arthur Pier, I arrived 
on Thursday, 14 Februa~Yf ih Vienna. I first presented myself to 
Mr James Barr, the Deputy Chief of the Reparation, Delivery, and 
Restitution vision. Mr Batr introduced me {page 2} to Captain 
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Walter M Treese, Manager of :the sub-department .of the Property 
Control Branch. We schedulecl on a conversation of the three of us 
on the next day to clarify the actual matter in question. 
5. In connection with the visit mentioned in the previous 
paragraphs, Mr Barr showed himself to be extremely interested in 
questions about Palestine, ~nd involved me into a rather long 
conversation. After an,hour): we agreed to have lunch together on 
the following Sunday, and Mt Barr asked if he might invi a 
number of upper-level officials of the military government, with 
the intention of discu~Sing~questions about Palestine in their 
presence. This lunch together and the discussion took place on 
the coming Sunday, and last~d from 1:45 to 4:30 {?}. One group of 
the men showed itself to be Lvery w.ell oriented. Among the others, 
there was a strong attitudelaga t England. 

In the main discussioJ on 15 February, I presented the 

following points for dlscus~ion: 


I 
I

I) my credentials; I succee~ed in convincing Mr Barr atid Mr 
Treese that an oral authori~ation by the Jewish Agency in the 
American consulate in Jerusalem and a corresponding state 
telegram of the American coAsul in Jerusalem to the military 
administration would sufficJ. The text of the authorization was 
worked out between ourselve~; I had it confirmed for me by means 
of a separate memorandum in!order to avoid any discussions later. 
By so doing, we were able to save ourselves weeks of waiting. I 
regard this unbureaucratic ~anner on the part of Mr Barr and Mr 
Treese with high appreciati6n. . , 

II) I carefully established ~hat, for the above-named 
authorities, only the Jewish Agency for Palestine existed as a 
negotiating partner, and thAt they did not wish to negotiate with 
the Joint in this matt~r, b~t rather considered it important to 
deal only with the J. A. (On the previous day, I had called Mr S 
S Silver, Joint Director fot Austria, on the telephone, and 
received confirmation of hi~ arrival, and intentionally arranged 
a meeting with him for the Jvening only after my conversation in 
USFHQ. i II 

I I'
III) It was made known I to me that the items themselves were in 
salzburg under guard by thelproperty Control Branch there, that 
up to now no official inventory exists, and likewise no 
appraisal. 

IV) The Americans explained that, according to instructions from 
the deputy commanding genera'l, the Becher deposit had to be 
appraised after being inventioried and before being handed over to 
us, and they wanted for thi~ purpose to appoint an upper-level 
official of the Austrian pavlning institution, the "Dorotheum." I 
resisted the {page 3} inclu~ion of an Austrian official in this 



matter of restitution with aQI my strength. Apart from the 
undesirable political ~ffect~ this would also have cost a 
considerable sum of money. I succeeded in getting Mr Meiry 
acknowledged as an exp~rt. 

V) For the future restitutiop, I explained that I was not ready 
to transport the che~ deposit, the value of which was still 
unknown at that time, into ah occupied and insecure country. It 
was agreed in principle thatt,the Americans would hand over the 
deposit to me a r completi9n of the formalities on the border 
of the area under control by~the occupation army. 

6. following the conve~sation above, I sent 

I) the telegram to you" a cO~y of which is enclosed, and 

II) ?????? the United States; Forces Headquarters in Vienna 
instructed the Military Permit Office in Paris to grant Mr Meiry 
the authorization to t~avel Ito Austria immediately. Nevertheless, 
the issuing of this authorization to enter the country only took 
place on 24. February. 

7. On the afternoon of the same day, I had a very friendly 
conversation with Mr S S siltl~er, the director of the Joint for 
Austria, in which I informed~him of all the steps which had been 
taken and was given a complejtely free hand by him, wi th only the 
two following requests from him: a) to allow his representative 
to take part in the in~entor;Y in Salzburg and to then give him a 
copy of it, b) to get in tou1ch wi th him before the final decision 
about where I was to take thle Becher deposi t. I agreed to both. I 
took Arthur Pier along to t~is conversation. . I 
8. On 18 February, I h~d a f[urther discussion with Capt. Treese 
about the technical procedu~e on the inventory, the appraisal, 
etc., as well as about the determination of Mr Meiry's and my 
status during our stay in Aulstria. As to the last point, I was 
very firm, and aimed at havibg the same status as the official 
delegates of the Interrlation!al Government Committee. This 
included food and lodging in! the American officers' quarters, use 
of the military trains, etc.~ I enclose a copy of the relevant 
"accrediting order" and emphasize that what was decisive forme 
was not being awarded ~ersonbl privileges or generating savings 
for the Jewish Agency, but riather to take care that the 
representatives of the Jewish Agency had the status virtually of 
a government. 

{page 4} 

9. After the considerations above, it was now my task to await Mr 
Meiry's arrival. I used the intervening time in order to make 
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· I 

contact with the manager of the Military Property Control Branch 
in Salzburg, Capt McKenzie {?}, and with the representative of 
the Joint in Salzburg,: Mr F~iedrnann; I made both visits after 
consul tation wi th Mr Golan. , 

10. As explained above~ Mr ~eiry arrived in Salzburg only on 25 

February. Irnrnedia tely after [:,his arrival, we examined the Becher 

Geposit. The deposit consisted of two parts: 


I. Nos 1 - 15 of the i~ventlry which we made later was in the 
security deposit facility of the Osterreichische Nationalbank 
{Austrian National Ban~}. These items consisted of gold bars and 
gold coins. t 

II. The parts 16 - 25 :{?} of 
I 

the inventory which we later made 
were in a safe of the Bank fUr Oberosterreich und Salzburg {Bank 
for Upper Austria and Salzbilirg}, the keys for which were still in 
the hands of the military gbvernment. Mr Meiry estimated the 

I

entire Becher deposit at $55,000.00, to which another $10,000.00 
was later added. (Our first Ii telegram in this matter, which states 
$55,000.00, is to be corrected appropriately.) 

, I: 
As stated above, no official American inventory existed. We 

had in our hands only a kinili of list which had been made at an 
unknown point in time,: but ~pparently relatively shortly after 
the transfer of the debositl,bY Becher had been made, 
specifically, apparently by Dr Mosche Schweiger in the presence 
of the American officer Masmn, who is now in Berlin. Mr Meiry 
fixed the sum of $65,000 loW at my request. It can rise with 
favorable valuation, bpt no~ very considerably. 

A compa~ison with the labove-mentioned list, as well as 
conversations which I had in Austria and later in Geneva with all 
the persons who were involv~d -- Joel Nussbacher, Dr Mosche 
Schweiger, Dr R Kastner, ancl others -- provide no basis for the 
assertion that Becher had h~nded over more Objects to the 
American military authoriti~s than were present in the deposit at 
the time of our invent9ry, i.e., that there were objects that had 
disappeared after the Ameri~ans had taken possession of the 
deposit. It is clear that B~cher had handed over to Mr Mosche 
Schweiger only an extraordiJarily small part of those valuables, 
which had been handed over in Hungary by Jews in order to be 
allowed t9 emigrate. 

When, in convers~tion~ among us there was talk of much 
larger sums (several million dollars), this sum was not a result 
of an examination of tbe Bedher deposit, but rather a calculated 
value which was achiev~d by I,mul tiplying the number of Jews who 
took part in the selection program {?} with the amount of the 
ransom money demanded. : I 

r 
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11. On 28 February, again in Vienna, I informed Mr Silver a) 
, 1 

about (page 5} our appraisaQ, b) about our decision to bring the 
Becher deposit to Geneva. 

12. On 1 March, Mr Tr~ese ififormed us that my authorization had 
I

arrived from Jerusale~. On the same day, we asked 

a) the Palestine Office, Geleva, to undertake the necessary steps 
with the Swiss authori~ies ~or bringing the deposit into that 

country; 'I" 

b) Linton or Lichtige~; London, to insure the transport to 
Geneva; 

c) we informed you about the arrival of the authorization. 
, " 

13. In a final meeting with Mr Barr and Mr Treese, we worked out 
the entire procedure of the,USFHG for Salzburg, as well as the 
text of the receipt. 

, 
At the same time, we asked for a letter from the USFHG 

which would confirm the
, 

fact 
1 

of the transfer of the Becher 
deposit to the Jewish ~genc~, and above and beyond this, which 
was to characterize th~ pos~tion of the Jewish ~gency in this 
connection. I received the bnclosed letter, the wording of which 
in my opinion goes very farl; On the assumption that it is a 
matter of an important declaration of principle, I enclose three 
addi tional photographs'. 

14. On the same day, Mr MeiFY and I paid a courtesy calIon Mr 
James A Garrison, Chi~f of the Reparation, delivery, and 
Restitution Division, who hkd returned only that day from the 
London negotiations abbut the Austrian peace treaty and who 

I'

himself had had no part in the Becher affair. 

15. On the same day, ~e pai1 a farewell visit to Mr Silver, who 
expressed his extraordinaryl, satisfaction at the degree of 
cooperation, but on th,e other had given us a completely free 
hand. 

16. From 6 to 10 March: we were again in Salzburg. During these 
days, we made a) the inventbry, a copy of which is enclosed as 
part of the confirmed ~eceiht, b) we packed the objects for 
export, c) we telephoned repeatedly with Geneva about the mode ODI 
~ransport into Switzer~and,~d) we received the transport 
lnsurance through our London office, e) we obtained the necessar~ 
military exit documents, f) [we arranged with the military 
government for a guar~ to be supplied, consisting of a first 
lieutenant and a private. 
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During the inventory p'rocess, Mr Friedmann of the Joint in,
Salzburg was present for a few minutes, then, however, excused 
himself immediately after I had promised to give him a copy of 

the inventory. 


{page 6} 

17. On 11 March, we traveled with the above-mentioned object to 

Switzerland, which we enter~d in Buchs. There Miss Bertha 

Erlanger of the Palestine Otfice in Geneva was waiting for us. 

According to the arrangements which had been made by Dr Posner 

and Dr Schops, we placed SF~ 5000.00 as a deposit in Zell, and 

had the two suitcases sealed, in which we had the Becher deposit. 

On 12 March, after a 

; 
Posner and Mr Meiry,
conver~ation with Dr,

and after those above had already left Geneva, as well as after a 
telephone conversation with~Mr Saly Mayer, Joint representative 
for Switzerland, I brought Bhe two suitcases, after another 
sealing by us, to the bonded customs warehouse in Geneva in 
return for the release· of tlie above-mentioned SFR 5000.00 customs 
guarantee. The two suitcaseJ will remain stored in the customs 
office until I) a complete telease from customs is obtained from,
the government, II) permiss~on is obtained to again export 
articles for which a general export prohibition exists. In view 
of the necessity for me to teturn to my EEL {?} work, and in view 
of the fact that Dr Posher ~nd Mr Meiry had Ie Geneva, I took 
care of the permission: for telease from the bonded customs 
warehouse in the following Way: the release can take place 
through'two of the followinq three men: D Arian, Saly Mayer, 
Samuel Schops. A copy of the receipt for the security deposit is 
enclosed. I have left the o*iginal receipt as well as the keys to 
the two suitcases with, MisslBertha Erlanger for Dr Posner. 

Furthermore, I left tne enclosed copy of a memorandum r 
Dr Posner. 

18. In accordance with the request of Dr Posner, I will go
I 

tomorrow to St Gallen in orcler to discuss there with Mr Saly 
Mayer the points which: are dtill to be undertaken. I enclose a, 
copy of my letter of yesterday to Mr Mayer. 

19. I would not like to clole this report without thanking you, 
my respected Mr Kaplan~ for [the confidence which you showed me in 
connection with the transfer of this task, at a time when the 
scope of this task seemed c~nsiderably greater than it later 
turned out to be. I 

On the other hand, I regret, of course, the smallness of 
the final outcome; if the o~erall dimensions of the Becher 

11 51~ 
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! 
deposit had been much ~reat~r, it would not have required that 
much more time and effort, Jither. 

, I:' 
20. I ask, too, for permission to thank Mr Meiry for his friendly 
cooperation, as well a~ Mr J 

I 

Golan and Mr Arthur Pier for their 
hel~. As al:eady emphasizedra~ove, the,American authorities 
manlfested lnto the last detalls the wlsh to be of help. For many 
of the men, it was onl~ the 'possibility of {page 7} of giving 
expression to their sympathy for the cause of Zionism. I am 
convinced that the atmosphere which has arisen in conjunction 
with the Becher deposi~ can 'be used for other res~itution 
projects. If, nevertheless, the resolution of the matter lasted 
for only 5 short weeks; that lay in the unavoidable formalities 
of a military machine. 

11 516' 
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" .... {document 1}' 

Geneva, 13 March '1947 
I 

To Dr. Ch. Pozner 

From Dr. D. Arian 

1. Consistent with our conversation yesterday, I brought the two 

suitcases which contained th~ Becher deposit to the duty-free


• I. l, •customs off1ce of CornaV1n. Today I sealed the two sU1tcases once 
again, using the Erlanger fafuily seal, so that they are now under 
double seal: . I 

I. the lead seal which was applied in Buchs 
II. the seal. /1 

In the customs office, I was confronted by the necessity of 
having to arrange the authorization to take possession of the 
suitcases. since the formalities lasted for a very long time, you 
had already left, and we det~rmined the right of repossession as . ' .follows: 2 of the follow1ng ~ gentlemen, Dr. D. Ar1an, Saly 
Mayer, Dr. Scheps. The deciding factor for me in this arrangement 
was what you told me about the need to show regard for Saly 
Mayer. In this was, it can b~ represented to him that the 
authorization to take this step lay jointly with the Palestine . .' .Off1ce and the J01nt, apart from myself, as I rece1ved the 
objects, as you know, on my bwn authority from the Americans. 

2. I transmit to you he~ewit~ through Miss Berta Erlanger the 

storage receipt as well as albill for SFR 170, with the 

stipulation that, in co'nnection with the second copy of the 

storage receipt, Saly Mayer ¥ould have to provide an additional 

copy of his signature. I will get this from him and then send it 

to you with the request' that/you submit it in the Free Port of, 

Geneva. I will then provide you with an additional copy for your 

files. )'1 

3. Also at this time I am passing on to you through Miss Erlanger 
2 keys to each of the two suitcases; there are no other keys 

available. 
 I 
4. Also at this time I leaving to you for your eventual use a 

photocopy of the document of/the united states Forces in Austria 

(Headquarters) referring to the Becher deposit. 


5. As you can see , the deposit. from the ctrtificate of receipt, 

1ncurs storage charges 'of SFR 50 a month and SFR 100 a month for 

fire insurance. A further re~son to remove the suitcases as 

quickly as possible from thel!;dutY-free customs storage facility. 


6. The suitcases are, a:s you. see, insured aga inst fire, and are 

there under the responsibility of the duty-free customs storage 

facility. Nevertheless,! I wohld consider it correct to insure 

them additionally against al~ forms of theft; however, I would 

like to leave that decision to you. 


I' 
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\, 7. As far as I can see,: the two following steps must now be 
undertaken: I 

a) complete exemption from import duties, so that the 
contents of the two surtcase~ can be withdrawn from the duty-free 
storage facility without pa~ent of duties; 

b) certainty that, if you should so decide, all parts of 
the deposit can be taken outside of switzerland, even if, e.g., 
there is a Swiss export prohibition for the category of 
merchandise in question. I 

II 

8. Since I do not know ~exactil..y whether you removed a copy of the 
inventory yesterday, to be oh the safe side I enclose another 
one. In addition, the Military Property Control Branch promised 
me that they would issue 4 c~rtified copies of the inventory. I 
hope to get them in th~ nextl few days. If you absolutely need 
one, I will send it to ,you, put I would ask you to request a 
certified copy only if ,you absolutely need it. 

. . I 

9. May I remind you that, acbording to the arrangement made with 
Mr. Meiry, a suitcase (Which!'contains the packets 1-15 and which 
is equipped with toilet articles) belongs to me. I would be very 
grateful to you if you would ,do your best to see that it is 
returned to me as quickly as possible. 

1 7521 




{document 2} 

I'Dr. D. Arian ZUrich, 14 March 1947 
Palestine Office ' 
Geneva 

Dear Dr. Posner: 

This morning I called Mr. Saly Mayer from ZUrich, and agreed that 
I would send him the storage/.declaration for the "Becher deposit" 
for the purpose of obtaining a signature by mail, and that after 
giving his signature heiwoulq send the declaration to you 
immediately (see the enclosed. copy of the letter). 

In other respects, a cet"tain l,diSagreement seems to have arisen 
between Mr. Saly Mayer and the Joint office in Paris about the 
handling of the "Becher'depo~it," and I have the impression that 
Mr. Mayer will stand aside s6mewhat from the later evaluation; he 
told me that the matter now lies in Paris in the hands of Mr. 
Katzkes, whom I once briefly:met and whom I will now look up at 
the request of Mr. Mayer. 

Mr. Mayer, however, is ready!to be of assistance in connection 
with the release from customs and the export authorization, and 
asks that you or Dr. Scheps get in touch with him as soon as 
possible in this re~ard~ r 

Sincere greetings, to your wife and sister-in-law as well, 

illegible 
it 

Yours truly, 

D Arian 

Enclosure: 

1 copy of letter 
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{document 3} 
I

Dr. D. Arian ZUrich,> 14 March 1947 
Palestine Office 
Geneva 

Mr. Saly Mayer 
st. Gallen 

Dear Mr. Mayer: 

Following up on our telephone conversation today, I take the 
liberty of sending to you he~ewith the storage declaration for 
the "Becher deposit" in the Iduty-free customs storage facility in 
Geneva, with the request tha!l~ you sign it in the space provided, 
and then return the declaration to the Palestine Office in Geneva 
as soon as possible. . 

Yours respectfully 
and with a Zionist gre~ting 

Yours truly, 

Dr. Arian 

Enclosure: 

1 storage declaration 
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COP Y r 

HEADQUARTERS
I'

MILITARY OOVSRNMINI 
LAND SALZBRUG [AUSTRIA 

DETJ\CHMENT 71753 
APO 5/tl " 

RJC/bes
19 M.a'rch 1947 

SUBJECt: 

TO: 

R~ce1pt for Kurt Bocherl' Bnd Willy Antetm!ln~ 
Prope~ty, Serial Nos. 8,'.,.3.3001 Sa, S 3.3002 Sa,
S ).8002 Sa. 

Jewish Agency for Palels tine, Oetreldegassa 24, 
Salzbwg.
ATTN: Mr. Q'8.ulan. : 

Five /5/ truo copies orfr· the receipt for the 
above subJl;ct property are forwarded herewith &s 

i,t't:quosted.. 
II 

BY ORDER OF THE COM~ANDINa OFFICER: 

Howard 1~ Mftckenz1e 
Captain - Spec B~s 

Property Control Orricer 

Incls: 

5 copies, Bechttr-Antetmann Receipt. 


i 



.... '" 

COiJ:/S 

Deu Ar1UI .. 
f.b.&DJq ~or yov.r: y • .,Jd." 801;.. ~ _. 12th ot J4arch, ~ ~ 

to know ¥OQ ~aG~d a.neya I all ~~t. lOll sJlOu.,td .baye no dif'f1ou.ltr I." 	 from tAere Ia I 1us1ntJ. I d.~lj repet'tl:ua.t 1'O\lZ" eta,y here 1WUo.U no~ 
made more pleasant and .aJo¥a'bl~ btat I 11m _Ure3OU u..nderstanJ. tile .111_8.17 
attltu.d.e in t..b.ea...ttera. .. 1 d.tJ;Jlt !Ml1ev. tbe A.:l:"IIf¥ 1a equi.pped to! . 
haDdle this t,Ype of· an o.t>el1a'.to~ au.o••.atu.UJ' by,t as looll6 aG t.bo.f haft 
been given the .naporut1b111.tl 1J~" 1a 11tUo:we ~aA do abol).~ i~ bu.1i I'" 
the boat ot it. \,. 	 . 

There 15 a oha,p1.i... of 1;. atorl ~6a..vdlD8 tJl.e trauater o1i 'lUa 
loot witb whioh .you are l10t le' j·twa.lU.8lh X15 1..8 no" on its Vlul to 'your 
agenc.t ia. an oftloial lutte~. iUt:f'1eefor the p.Nsent to ~,$ll.you. that 
:tou were given ~ !ban was 1At+Jld.e~:r:~~ t.b.at lOU. )Illl'e go:1:~~-roO:J.

l.ve rml t ted to krip iT --an-d-u.oe--:\:rttor----lrut. oQ! m~s-mr1.t -Ia in . 
!saL'le ~---n~~r u})iilis. ~i~.h.re was very I mu.oh 

l.1,PHt &DA. th<t¥ tr.j.Q(i .tQ ..M~ ..:l'~Il ....i9P.Pt!.~ ~1i ~•.bprde~ out !(.).l.~~t.~

£or yout' age.no3' they could: no't. lo~a~ you..- l1i _u.Bod me no ~nd. e..nu II 

at oooe ~coam.Ddad that we fO~$et the whole matter and let IOU k.O

1t. Which recolDmoll<1&tion wu t1naU,lJ" tollowed "tor the suple Nu.son t " 

WU IlOt.h.1..nt; .lse to do u.s the: OQuld no.t l!.oacb you in tim6, 
 r 

i ~e.dl(fas to aa;f. ~~llJfo¥ed 10U1::' nlilit hex'" v,,~~ DU.Leb O'XCO!)t; 
tbat I - .. s coutJ.nu.allJ' embar~,~d 1beOa.\1.ae .... ~Ou.ld 110 i .&kGt 1 t Jnore I 
cOIII.!o..rtlable. r learJ)flld mO.l'G It.D<t\lt ~t,d.·.8tinetL\Q iu all 1113 P". violls llt. 
and it; 'IIIa.a vert .t.ntfo..esting! aJ'..\4 .l!l~:waiD.atins.. All po_~ to tho .i'al.a~1De 
movem • .Ilt. I h4ve alW&.18 boeJl..t011 :Lt ~I.l~ • now .moge 80 than enr botore 
tba..c.k..a to lOu.r (lXplU,lU:l.t1011Qt ~)l.fJi· ~.I:L(;)le .;pro.1eot • I 

Ala _.lolling two G~P.t'8 of 'the pioture, .. took. Th•• ,.. 
came o"t the beat. fiuulk:.ing .tor lOIJ(l: good 'IIIiOO•• and udur1~ :tou. o! IiJ' 
W4U'1a r.ee.Q'da I . 

, . Xours ver 1'. a.i.Acerelj. 

BSd. James Barr 

17525 
) 
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,Mr. Ellezer Kaplan.! Treasure~, ' 
J ewieh AgenJlY for Palestine I " 
p.O ..B.92, 	 ",I 

Jerusalem, Palestine' , 

Aa you sis a.ware Dl'.. 'DaiSobe:rrfl Ar:lan and Dr. Meir Benzion 
Meiry, representing yoUr ageflOY, rEloently lett Salzburg, Auatrta, 
a1ter reoeiving the looted Ptopertyknown as the Kurt Beoher 
depoeit. This transfer was p1ad.e to your agency in acoordanoe 
with direotives from the War, Depart)1lent. ' 

In turning thia t;J()oo,Q~l~d Kurt ,Becher l~ot over, to 'these 
repreaenta1iivea there was, in;oluded,. add!t~loot~L~1)~_rlal, 
alao oris:' nally taken from Hp.:nga:i"Y-atiO:1fubaequent"ly oonfisoated 
from one w,W~ An~e~, apa.lleged German Party leader. 
The receipte s gne ylyour pepreaentativBs oovered all this 
property and as the a~alle~ Antetmannloot is in the same 
oategory as the Kurt Beoher lloot,'~1t is of oourse B.seu.med that 
you will use the proceeds for rellef 'and rehabilitation purposes
in aooordance with you:r basic direotives fO , ' , 

, J' Very, truly yo~s, 

(signed) 
'<' D J Wiokland 

Oapta:i.n AffD ' 
,ABet Adj General 
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{document 4} 

Dr. RESZQ KASZTNER Geneva, 11 April 1947 

Mr. Chaim Posner 

Director of the Palestine Office 

Geneva I 


Dear 	Chaim: 

Pursuant to our last conversation in regard to resolving those 
positions (Vaadath Ezra-Hazaiah Budapest; Haavaroth), which 
appear most urgent, I have r~viewed the final report presented to 
our chawer EliezerKaplan and take the liberty of directing your 
attention to the following pbsitions:

I 
1) 	 The Weiner matter:: (seel final report, enclosure 2). Our 

chawer Offenbach w~s sentenced in arbitration to a payment 
of 2300 dollars, his apArtment furniture was sequestered, 
etc. ,1' ' 

A copy of the sentence in the Hungarian language is ' 

available. The pa~ent Qf this debt is to be regarded as 

absolutely urgent. 'I 


2) 	 The case of Julie Deak: 'According to her'letter of 30 May 
1946, Ms. Deak has received only SFR 6,100.-- from the SFR 
21,100.-- originally tr~nsferred. A further SFR 2,000.-­
were supposed to have b~en paid to her by you. If that is 
correct, there would belSFR 13,000.-- still due to Ms. DeAk. 
Since it is a question 9f a Haavara which has been confirmed 
by all responsible parties, this amount, .except for the SFR 
2,000.-- in dispute, shbuld be paid to Ms. DeAk. 

3) 	 Five haavara positions Lith a total value of SFR 2,000.-­
t 	 • • IWh1Ch were or1gl.nally advanced by Eng. Biss and which are 


now owed to the . va,ada . I 

The original receipts lre available.

: 	 I 
4) 	 ~e~t~:~~:~~~h of ~he BTen-Belse~ people who are no~ in 

would prefer not to make any suggestl.ons or recommendatl.ons, 
but leave it to you which oflthese, if any, should be regarded as 
urgent. . ' 

with 	sincere Shalom, 

Yours, 

Rezso 

11752,7 ; 
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{document 5} l: 

DA/B-n stockhoJm, 23 Apr~J 1947 

PALESTINE OFFICE 
8 Rue Petitot 
GENEVA 

RE: The Becher deposit 

Dear Dr. Posner: 

The Becher deposit has ~tillnot left me in peace, since I have, 
as you know, no documentary proof that the American military 
government has handed over eVerything that th~y previously took 
from Becher. For this reason,! I have gotten in touch with Mr. 
Mason in Berlin, who at,a ve~y early stage had seen the Becher 
deposit. Mr. Mason told me that shortly after taking possession 
of the deposit, on his 9wn artd Dr. Kastner's initiative, a Jewish 
jeweler (a Viennese?) h~d vi~wed the deposit and had made a list 
and an appraisal. Can you, with Dr. Kastner's help, find out who 
that was, and in that case g~t a copy of this ,list and appraisal? 
If so, I would be very grateful to you if you could send me 
these. In addition, I wbuld like to observe that even Mr. Mason 

I • I. • was of the oplnl0n that' the Becher deposlt amounted to 100,000 
dollars at the most, and it ~as incomprehensible to him what the 
other much higher sums named !rwere based on. 

I think that I will be in Paris in the middle of May, and will 
telephone you as soon as pos~ible, if I do not meet you there. 

Any mail that you send to me in Paris I will look for at Mr. 
L??tvack's or Miss Schi~f's. 

On the Seder evening, I thought about you a great deal, and very 
much regretted not being able to spend the evening with you, your 
wife, and your circle of fri~nds. I hope that these lines will 
reach you in the best of health, and remain, with many greetings 
to you all and Miss Bertel, ' 

Yours very truly, 

{illegible notation} 



'" 

{document 6} 

28 April 1947 

PIS 

Dr. R. Kastner, 
1, rue Marignac 
Geneva 

Dear Rezso: 

I am sending to you he~ewithrthe copy of a letter of chawer Arian 
of the 23rd {?} of this month, which has just arrived, with the 
request for a response ,soon. 

with a cordial Shalom, 

Dr. Ch. Pozner 

117529 
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{document 7} 

Dr. REZSO KASZTNER 

Geneva 

1, rue Marignac Geneva, 30 A~ril 1947 


Mr Chaim Posner 
Director of the Palestine Office 
Geneva 

Dear 	Chaim: 

For the sake of form, I, confirm receipt of your valuable letter 
of the 28th of this mon~h, artd the copy of the letter from Dr. 
Arian which was directed to ~ou. 

In this connection, I take t~e liberty of making the following 
observations: I 
1) 	 At that time, in the pr~sence of Dr. M. schweiger, I 

suggested to Mr. Mason that he should have the deposit 
examined by Mr. Offenbabh and the Budapest jeweler who had 
originally made out the/appraisal. Only in this way would a 
realistic comparison between what was formerly handed over 
and the present de,posit!, be possible. 

2) 	 The general disappointment about the value of the deposit 
seems a bit puzzli'ng to! me. It seems to me that none of our 
chawerim had taken the trouble to ask whether the deposit 
handed over by Becher w~s identical to the valuables handed 
over to him in BUdapest/I. by our vaada? In' other words: Becher 
was under no obligation at all to return even a part of 
those objects. What he handed over to us'was pure profit. 
What happened to the re~t could be the subject of an 
investigation -- tor hi~tory. 

with 	a cordial Shalom,·1 

Yours, 

Rezso 

{illegible notations at bott,om right} 

11 	530 



T.I.gl."" : "JlVAGEHO'" JERUSALEM 
T.I.pholl. : 4671 (0 UHES) 

Cod": millEn 

Rtf No. 

Dr. Walter Butler, . 
Legal Department, 

O,,"P'IC& OP' THE EXftCUTIVE 

P. O. 101 92, 

Jerusalem 

November 23rd, 1947. , 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Oommi ttee, 

nead Quarters :6one OOIllmal1,d, 

A~s.t.~.i a • 


Re. : Decher Deposit. 

Deur Sir, t ' Your letter duted 23.7.47 • 


. I' very much regret the deiay in answering your above mentioned 

letter, which, however, was br0ught to my attention only after my 

return from abroad. I" 


2. While in Austria and Switzerland, Dr. Arian devoted his 

Gl'eatest attention to the disc*epancy exlsting betwe~~~!1e"_value 

of articles a~oVifr~rlrtnra~B_eCli,:r-_depo~i til " 

and previous indtC3:-eJ.ons ~~y v_arious ,;!..e.WJ..s11 py:t..ies. I am 

enclosing a. copy ort~re a ve paragraph from Dr. Arian's report 

on his mission. \' 

I would further add that Dr •. Arian has worked in full accord 

wi th Mr•.S.S. Silver, at that time Joint Director for Austria and 

your office at Salzburg, and ttia_t at the actual trueing of the in­

ventory between the 7th and 10th March, 1947, .Mr. Friedman from 

your ~alzburg office was present. 


3. I am very glad to le~rn tlJat your Legal :pepartment now intends 
to revert to this matter, and that there are :facts indicating that 
the value of ti1e originally eeitzad tree. ure probabl e ceuded _the 
amount of $800000, and I'sha"!! ease t a your---arBposal 
any da a r 0 er in this connection.I , : I 
4. Since I do not know what i~s the source of your invent.ory of 
tne :raluables taken over bY..Dr.!'~Mr. "Me-:rry;-which you 
llient~oned ~~ am enclo~ing a copy of the i~¥antory 
which Dr. Arian SUbmitted~ Pro:QffirCo~ancFi_as part 
of the I'sc-eipt glven by tcrm. II"a.m, however, ~ posi tion to 
indicate from this end the exac~ weight of the various gold items 
und the fine content of the gol~, as well as the carat size of the 
diamonds. I am, there.rore:, senqJ..ng" a copy of your above mentioned 
let~er and of tilis letter ,to Dri Oh. Posner, representative of the 
JeWJ.sh Agency for Palestine at Geneva, requesting .him to put at·· 
your disposal the required: details, as far as he is in a position 
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to do so. .Furthermore, Iam attaching copies of two pages copi~d
by Dr. Arian from the files of the Property Control Branch in\ 
Vienna and Salzburg respedtively. Dr. Arian tried without success 
to find out to whom. ~efer Ithe words "by _~~~,,-iJ!.~h_~.f'inal varagr4ph
of list "J!..,__j3ec~e._IL<Lf!i til. When he showed it to Dr.' Scnweigell
in Geneva, tilf8lgent1eman~hought they might refer ~o him, but he 
was not certain on this po,int. 

Dr. Arian wa.s alreadY\" on the occasion o~ hie f~rst visi t 
told by l~. James Barr,De~uty Chief Reparat10n De11very and 
Retribution Division, and ppt. WWter M. Treece, Property Contro]
Branch in U.S.A•. Forces Au~tria H.Q.lt that they eetim~ted the J 
Becher-Depoeit at a VEl.lus of approximately $60,,000 - $80,000 an~ ­
they did not "understand the higher expectations. • 

" 
5. I should like to have l: your opinion whether you think i t ad-~ . 
viaable to contact Kur, t Becher and to inquire as to his evaluati n. 
. , I 

6. I shall be very glad ,0 hear about the outcome of your investi­
gations. Needless to: say, I am at your disposal in connection \~th 
any further queries ypuhave. 

, 

Very. sincerely yours, 

4 encle. 

c/e Dr; Ch. Posner, Je\nAgency for Palestine, Geneva. 
Mr. B. Jafte~.~ Jewish y for Palestine, Salzburg. 

11753-2 



{document 8} 

4 March 1948 

To the 
General customs Authority of 'switzerland 
Bundesgasse 3 
Bern 

RE: Duty-free import of; a shfpment of gold coins and broken gold 
(objects) 

Dear Sirs: 

We refer to our visit at you~ office on 25 February and to our 

discussion with your Mr:. Muller. 


On the occasion of this: disclssion, we explained to you that the 
Headquarters, united States Forces in Austria, Usaca section, 
Reparations, Deliveries and Restitution Division APO 777, U.S. 
Army had at the beginning of I'March 1947 released a number of gold 
coins and gold objects which were no longer usable to the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine. These had been taken by the National 
Socialist regime in Germany from the Hungarian Jews, and were to 
be used for refugee rel'ief. ±n the same month, the shipment was 
brought to switzerland, and since that time has been in the Port­
Franc de Cornavin in Geneva ~nder dossier no. 8445. 

I, 
The transfer to switzerland took place because the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine had decided toluse the proceeds from the sale of 
these valuables for financing the departure to Palestine of 
emigrants, who were in switzerland. 

We enclose now for your: infoLmation a copy of the communication 
of Headquarters, united' stat~s Forces in Austria, Usaca Section, 
Reparations, Deliveries and Restitution Division APO 777, U.S. , . 	 .
Army, as well as a copy of the 11St of the valuables WhlCh are 

involved, and most humbly request that, in view of their origin 

as well as of the benev.olentlpurpose to which they are to be 

used, you grant permission for their export free of duties. 


· . t . 	 . t' . d I .. .th t' t t th kAnt lclpa lng your POSl 'lve ~clsl0n Wl grea ln eres , we an 
you in advance for your consideration, and remain, 

-With great respect, 

Dr. Ch. Posner 	 Dr~ s. Scheps 
1

Enclosures: 	 1 copy of a letter 

" " of a ~ist 


I' 



{document 9} 
I 

GENERAL CUSTOMS AUTHORITY OF SWITZERLAND 
, , 

Postal Checking A'ccount 

III 704 


Telephone 61 

Office Palestinien de S~isse' 
8, rue Petitot 
Geneve 

Your Your Our BERN 

ref. message of 
 ref. 3 April 1948 

4 March 1948 
I 

57/90 
I 

You request permission to allow the admission duty-free of 
gold coins and unusable gold objects, which were previously taken 
from the Hungarian Jews and which were then released to finance 
the emigration to palestine'l 

We wish to draw y,our attention to the fact that there is no 
legal or procedural provisioh which would offer the opportunity 
of admitting the shipmept which is stored in the duty-free 
warehouse of Geneva-cor;navin! duty-free. Hence~' the import duties 
which apply to the refe,rencea coins and precious metal objects 
basically must be paid 'accoraing to tariff. Insofar as the 
objects of precious metal haa become unusable before the 
imposition of duties, they chn be admitted as unfinished precious 
metals, whereas the jewels wpuld have to be taxed separately. 
Under these preconditions, the following import duties are to be 
paid: 

Rate Sales tax 

Gold coins duty-fr~e 4% of the value stated on the 
; import authorization 

Broken gold SFR 1 p'~r q 6% of the value of the object 

Jewels SFR 60 per q ! 6% of the value of the object 

As to the jewels" they are subject to an additional luxury 
tax of 10% of their value. In connection with the imposition of 
duties on broken gold and gOlld coins, an import authorization 
from the Swiss National Bankl: is to be presented. 

The customs offiqe in ~he duty-free warehouse of Geneva­
Cornavin has been noti~ied b¥ us of these matters. 

Respectfully, 

Federal General Customs ,Authority 

11534 



Head of the Operations Division 

lillegiblel 

N3 enclosures 
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{document 10} 

Dr. Ch. Posner 13 March 1948 

Geneva I, 
i 

Dear Dr. Posner: 

I am especiallY happy to be in a position to assume that, with 
our discussion yesterday, th~ matter of the "haavarot" of our 

I 
vaada has, after an unfortunate delay of almost three years, come 
to an end. I 
In consultation with chawer Offenbach, we state herewith that we 
regard the list compilea yesterday with you as final, and that as 
far as we know there is no fhrther claim which, on our part, 
would be regarded as ju,stifi~d, and for which we would be ready 
to assume any responsibilityL (To the demand "sipos" and "Szanto" 
made recently, we have ~espohded in separate letters.) 

While asking you to pay: thesL debts as quickly as possible, we 
also thank you for your! chaw~r-ish efforts. 

with cordial Zionist greetin~s, 
Dr. Kasztner 
S. Offenbach 

11 536 



PiN 
Mal'ch 24th. 48 

tar. Bahrs.l, 
ihe ~ewlsh Agency 
P.O.B. 92 
Jel'usalem 

for Pules'tine, 

,·Your ref',: 289/4/6 

IConcerne:~echer-deposlt~ 

Dear AIr. Bahral, 

~ith reference to your letter off~arch 3rd., plea~e find enclosed 
tho desired photo-copy of the Becher - deposit document. , I ____ ............... 


I 1 ' 

It is perfectly tt'ue that vis-~':""vis the customs ana. other au­
thori ties bere, we ci.rti the sole Jii~;I,'O:iel's of the two gold 

coins and gold objects trunks 1n Iquestion. Sorlie t1rnB ago, 

I (:xflmined the dejJusi t nnd ,Dust tell you, that. in my opinion 

the gold obj&cts Kru prevaillnglt in, such a c0nctltlon thnt 

their sale will not bt1n~ in mucfu. ~urtheremore, 1 intend to 

hRve esti~<,ted the W!l0.!.i;: d€:positlb,y COIDiJetent specialists. 

shortly. , : ' f ' , 
As ~ou certainly ~now, it ha~ be¥" dec~ded.R~ ~~u beg1nning
of J;-iCiuHry to ho.nu tl,l) ubJ.iI.J~nt to trl6 I.R.v vt'l~'CO bI,.::ire. 
'l'hls in order that they might fu+w.::.r6. it fruw tr:e trhf,Jt depot 
at Gur end tu U.S.h. ~nd 5(11 it there. The ssle shou d be 
effected togethor witll th~ 0ther e;r<:::l1t qUci.ot.iti~s og gi,)ld Etud 
objl.)cts of value tht:! lLjuiuation ,of whiCh they have been charged 
of. Mr. A. Schwst'z, ht:lad oftha ~.R.0. 0fl'ice of l.I.:;nevft, who 
at trj':: b;:{;lnning at; rt:i\jJ. ill '!Jr1rJt:i~';l& t.u th~ s~l.iJ. hrr<:tng~lLent, 
refust:::d l:d.. tH on to carry 1 tout) .. ,s the lDatt~r seeme..i him 
to be too ill:slgnlf.icC:4nt. l'h~rc:nlp~n I aJ,Jplied. (JlICd' mure tu the 
S,ll1 S 5 comp e tf:h tell.':) to!!J s au thori tt e t) . Cl ~t.i(lg the:1i for tIle du t y­
fre~ iwr·vrt,lt.icm ot' ttle 6"01<1 coins Hn'..'\. g0ld ubjects in question. 
My reasoning was that if we were (granted th~ d~ty-free,iffipo~ta-

i tion, 1 t. would be tth.',·: tb(; wo~t. shJl;l~ tv rli:;l\.l~::;c tne ut:pvSl. t 
/ in ~wi tzerland. Formerly, as you Icliu'taillly know, "1'. Sf.~lly Meier 

, was very much against t;hb r~11.11~n.tion o.f the s[.id objects 
""-in our cOl.mtry. As ;.;.;VVn a:» th~ hJ.ad-C:\..i~tows-houze ir. Berne 


will let ir.€; 'h1.-'.ve their an!.)v;er tuUly ~".pk-'1.1cf.it1011, I will ilJform 

you thereof. 


Dr. Joseph bchwar~,inaeed, aecla~eu himsulr willing to pay 

$30.000.-. But this omly on'condltlun if we co~f1r~ to the 

Joint that after this remittance Ino .vad__ti.::z_E.tl,~ cll:iJlDs Vlill be 

put to him. As I 0.0 not Wl1l1t tu g1've-~-Dcb h cOi'lflTnP'itl,.:,n on 

ou~ b~half~ I handed B similar d~claration to thu Joint in 

Paris signed by Dr. A. Kastner lH1d M.r. t:~. Offenbach in the 

name of the Vad Huzala in Budapest. Dr. Joseph Schwan, 

who is returning these 


p.t.O. 
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days to Pal"1s" sboulddec1d1e whether the said confirmation will 
do for him. In any ca~e, th!e voint did 'not yet meet my request 
by letter to transfer the ,,,30,,000.- in question. In the mean­
time I am endea,vouring 1')ere to reduce t{le remaining claims ' t
Altainst th~ Vad Hazala tabdut $65"ooo •.,:J't,bywa;ro-t:-nego

- ,1at1on, 
50 that we may~t'e- tile whole affair by means of the said 
Joint amount.' We have l alro4dy' ,lone our-srre:re-inclearing the 
debts of Vad !lazala. From 1;;he beg1~1ng of 1944 hi thf>rto I 
spent about more than:$40.joo .... ror this 'P~l"pose. ' 

I do hope to send you: shOt'~ly a sta1;;ement of tbe amounts payabl 
to Vad llazala ct'ed1tors residing in Palestine.

I . 
I 
> 

bring this to your 
: 

'notice and remain 

yOUl"S very truly, 

.r 

Dr. Ch" Pozner 

11 5:~8'
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\ {document 11} 
23 April 1948 

TO.fhe 
. 

SW1SS Natlonal Bank 
!, 

in Bern 

Gentlemen: 

We transmit to you by enclosure the copy of our letter of 3 March 
of this year to the Federal General customs authority, as well as 
that of their reply of 3 Aprib. 1948 concerning the duty- and tax­
free admission of gold 90ins land bars according to the enclosed 
inventory. In view of the fact that it is a question of valuables 
which were released by the h~adquarters of the American army in 
Austria to the Jewish Agency Ifor Palestine for the purpose of 
helping Jewish refugees; we tiake the liberty of most humbly 
requesting the granting:of p~rmission for the duty- and tax-free 
import of these valuables. 

In thanking you cordialiy in advance for your consideration, we 

remain, 


with deep respect, 

Dr. Ch. Pozner D. S. Scheps 

Enclosures: I 
1. Letter to the Genera'i CusEoms Authority of 4 March 1948 
2. Reply of the General: cust9ms Authority of 3 April 1948 
3. List of the gold coins and bars 
4. Communication of the headquarters of the American Army in 

Austria, stating that the valuables were released to the Jewish 

Agency for Palestine. ' 
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{document 12} 

WElDEN-Upper Palatinate 
Bavaria US Occupation Zone 
Bismarckstrasse 9 

Dr. C. H. Posner 
Director of the Palestine Office 
Geneva 

I 

Rue Petitot r
currently Hamburg~ 30 May 1948 

Dear Dr. Posner: 

Dr. Kasztner had a telegram sent to me, saying that he would 
already be flying on to Pale~tine on 8 May, and that I should get 
in touch with you immed~ately, since you would be handling 
everything in the future. r 

I presume that Dr. Kasztner has informed you in detail about our 
discussions, and that y6u ar~ also in possession of the 
statements and notes. I 
On the occasion of my curren~ stay in Hamburg, I had the 
opportunity to speak with Mr~ Kettlitz, my former colleague, and 
discovered that he had deposited the amount not, as I had 
erroneously written to you, ~ith the German Embassy in Bern, but 
rather with the German Consuiate or German Consulate General in 
zurich. I have asked Mr~ Kettlitz to make a memorandum about it 
in the form of a sworn state~ent, which I hope I will be able to 
send to you in the near futute.,I . .. . 
As to the further development of matter 163,I cannot make any 
report to you until I have spoken with the gentlemen in Nurnberg 
-- this will be at the end of June -- since I was not able to . I
travel further for that purpose because of my present trip. 

As regards the machines~ I al at the moment involved in serious 
negotiations and hope that Ilcan soon give you precise documents 
about them. The matter ts in !itself very difficult, because there 
are no new ones, and with us~d machines the question of obtaining 
spare parts and the possibility of repair must be clarified in 
detail. If your position shodld be affected by this, I ask you to 
let me know. Regarding possi~le questions about the transaction, 
I will speak with Mr. Levy of the Jewish Agency at the beginning 
of July in Munich. ! I.. . 

Following up on the suggestiQn of Dr. Kasztner, I would consider 
it helpful if we could all discuss this personally in the not too 
distant future. Would it be ¢onvenient for you or one of your 
gentlemen if we could arrang~ a meeting for August of this year? 
For me, the most suitable me~ting place would probably be Lorrach 
in the vicinity of Basel. 
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Please give me this information, so that I know that a connection 
\, has been established for futJre communications. 

If you write to Dr. Kasztner,1 please give him my best regards and 
greetings. It goes without saying that it would interest me very 
much to know how he is a'nd hdw the matter there is going and I 
would be happy to receive an1 message from you regarding this. 

For today, I remain, with best regards, 

Yours very truly, 

Kurt A. Becher 

117541 



{document 13} 

Herbert Kettlitz 
Hamburg 
Loogeplatz 6 

statement 

I, Herbert Kettlitz, bo~n 18 February 1908 in Lehe an der Weser, 
merchant by occupation, :was ~n September of 1944 assigned by the 

I •• "Armed Forces to the "Waffen-SS" {mJ.IJ.tary arm of the polJ.ce 
organization of the NationalJSocialist Party}, specifically, to 
the "SS-AusrUstungsstab',' {SS ISUPPlY staff} of the FHA 
{"FUhrungshauptamt" = Centra] Administrative Office} in order to 
perform a purely commercial fiunction. 

In November 1944, I received la special assignment from Mr. Kurt 
A. Becher, the director· of tHe above-named staff, which took me 
for a short time to Switzerl~nd. It involved negotiations which 
were going on between Mr. Bedher, on the one hand, and the 
representatives of the jewis~ Agency and the Joint D.C., Sally 
Meyer of st. Gallen and, Dr. Rudolf Kasztner of, Budapest, on the 
other. I I 
After my authorization to remain in switzerland was unexpectedly 
not extended, on 29 NovTmberl1944 I deposited the sum of SFR 
16,000.-- (in writing, sixteen thousand) with the German 
Consulate or General Consulafe in ZUrich with ,instructions that , ,
this sum was to be handed over to a person who presented one-half 
of a signature executed by m~. 

At the beginning of Decemberf1944, I gave the 'torn half of a 
piece of paper which would authorize receipt of the sum to Mr. 
Paul Holzach of ZUrich and M~. Curt TrUmpi of Glarus, with the 
request to take possession of the amount without delay and to 
hold it in safe-keeping for Mr. Becher. , I 
I make this sworn statement in the knowledge that the making of a 
false sworn statement is punishable at law. 

Hamburg, 3 June 1948 

Herbert Kettlitz 
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{document 14} 

PIN {illegible}, 24 June 1948 

Mr. Kurt A. Becher 
Bismarckstr. 9 
WEIDEN-Oberpfalz 
Bavaria US Occupation Z.one 

Dear Mr. Becher: 

Your letter of 30 May reached me only after a long delay, so that 
I could only get to it todayt

: I 
Mr. Kastner, who already returned to Palestine on 11 May, 
informed me about these. disc~ssions with you. It goes without 
saying that I am ready withib the limits of my ability to support 
the efforts to effect returnlof the valuables in question. I must 
say, however, that I do not nave enough material at my disposal 
in order to be able for formla clear picture of the possibilities 
and ways of realizing them. Perhaps you could send me these 
documents. • I: 

As to the question of a.meet~ng in the month of August, I regret 
that I cannot give you a definitive answer at this time. I will 
get back to you regarding yotir suggestion.

I . 
In the hope of hearing in detail from you very soon, I greet you,

I 

Yours very truly, 

J 
I 



{document lS} 

Kurt A. Becher 

Dr. Ch. Pozner 

Geneva 
8, Rue Petitot 

Weiden, S July 19~8 

Dear Dr. Pozner: 

WEIDEN-Oberpfalz 
Bavaria us Occupation Zone 
Bismarckstr. 9 

I have received your lines o~ the 24th of June of this year. Dr. 
Kasztner had had the intentibn of thoroughly explaining the 
existing documents about thel'4 objects to you before continuing 
on his journey. For that rea~on, it would have been in any case 
worthwhile for me to learn f~om you whether Mr. Kasztner conveyed 
to you the following wr~tten.ldocuments: . 

No.1 my statement of 16 Apr~l 1948 regard1ng 16,000.-­

No.2 the interrOgation:tranJcriPt of 16 April 1948 and my
• I •statement of 12 Apr11 1948 regard1ng 163,000.-­

No. 3 the letter from Mr. KeJtlitz of 11 January 1947 and his--' statement of 8 April 194:'8, as well as my statement of 16 
April 1948 regarding 100"',000.-­

I I, 

No. 4 my note of 3 May 1948 regarding tractors. 

As I advised in my letter of 30 May, I obtained another statement 
from Mr. Kettlitz pertaining fO No.1. 

Immediately upon receip~ of ypur comm~nication, I will report to 
you in detail, as far as my information permits, about all 
points. I suggest that ~e in ~uture make reference to the 
specific number given a~ove. I: 

At the same time, I ask you to inform me whether the typesetting 
machine project being worked bn is still active, after the 
currency reform has been 'carr~ed out here in the meantime. 
Certainly the suppliers ,will be prepared to enter into 

negotiations on the new :basis l' 


Expecting your interim r,eportsoon, I am, with best regards, 


Yours very truly, 


Kurt A. Becher 



{document 16} 

Sworn statement 

I, H~ns wilhelm Eggen, born 5" June 1912, now residing at 

Harnischstrasse 7 , Hannover, Iswear ,state, and declare, after 

being informed of the interrogation of Hans Jtittner on 16 April 

1948: ,r. . 
I remember having received .the amount of SFR 163,000.-- during 
the period referred to ~- albhough I no longer recall exactly the 
specific amount as such'-- wVth instructions to take this to 
switzerland and to deposit ib, there. In light of the well-known 
situation at that time, ,that lIt was no longer possible for a 
German to deposit money in swiss banks, I deposited the amount, 
for which I received a recei~t, in the German Embassy in Bern 
with Minister KOECHEL. As I ~.ecall, this amount was, in view of 
the Anglo-American blockade ~estrictions applicable to 
switzerland, intended and provided free of clearing for the 
purchase of equipment which Germany needed. Part of the amount - ­
I can no longer remember the lexact sum, it was a question either 
of the amount of SFR 83,000 or SFR 128,000 -- was, after prior ' 
negotiations on this matter ~hich had been conducted by staff 
Engineer von WRANGEL, at tha~ time with the Air Transport 
Ministry, placed at the~dispdsal of the Air Attache in Bern at 
that time, the former Colone~ KRIPP. The Reichsmark settlement 
between the responsible sect~ons was carried out and the amount 
in Reichsmark was transferred or made available. 

Ntirnberg, Germany, 17 August 1948 

(signed) Hans Wilhelm EggenI Hans wilhelm Eggen 

Before me, Benno H. Selcke, u.s. civilian AGO identification no. 
4-433012, Deputy Director, E~idence Division, Office of Chief of 
Counsel for War Crimes, ,appeared Hans Wilhelm Eggen, to me known, 
who in my presence signed th~ foregoing statement - ­
Eidesstattliche ErkUirung --Iconsisting of one page in. the German 
language, and swore that the same was true, on the 17th day of 
August 1948 in Ntirnberg~ Germany • 

. I J (signed) Benno H. Selcke.. . 
Benno H. Selcke 
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FINLzDNLHlUr/"11 /0: LLO 


To: - Herrn Kurt li. Becker, 

~eirlen/Cbpf. I 

BismD.rckstr. 9 

lnvestigations Branch 
Finance Division 

63 II Q CCG -l:I~­
B.A.O.R. 3 

20th Aug 1948 

Subject:- Interkommerz A._G•• Zurich. 

: I
Herr Herbe,rt L~t tli ~;. has refere d me to you for 

certain information, sta'ting- 'that-'you were hi s former superior 
officer 1n the Waffen-S~: - ~S+Ausrtistungestab of the F.H.A.- 1n 
connect ion with his cowrn:ercial fun ctions in Switzerland in November 
1944. " l 

The Swiss Compensation Office reported that 
Interkomruerz A. _Ii. ,h eld! Sfrs! lO2J 000 in trust for 1.err Ket tli tz 
in a blocked accaunt. LU~h di~ergent information has been supplied 
about the origin an~ use of t~is money, hettlitz putting forwurd 
a theory that it had som~ con~ection with an. order fpr__ ~~._~ractors. I 
;·e cCillnot, however , enllghten, us on the subJect 01' wTioren.l-:l..y 'owned 

'I· I
the Sfrs. 100.000, nor who had originally made it available to lnter­
lomlllerz A._G. " I 

i ~. j 

You are accord1!ngly requested to' forward me a statement 
U:,liEr oath, notarially attestJd, giving' all' det'ails which you know 
reg;o,rding this Srrs. 100 ~ 000. ,You should, if pOSS i bl e I explain 
a/ where the money came from, bl what connection Kettlitz had with 
the sum in the first plH?e, an,Ll 0/ why thi6 sum 1s shown in the 
lnterkomrnerz A.-G.' bocks I in trie 'name of h.ettli tz. 

I should also 'be glad if you will advise me of all 
particulars in your possession rega:rding the connection b€twe~n 
InterkoUllllerz A.-G. and WarenvJrtr1ebs G.m. b.H., H. W. :i!:bgen, Berlin. 

PleaEe treat tlhis mat~er as urgent. 

gez. Unterschrift 
'N. Halsteadt Key 

• 'NHK/Sch. Se)nior 'Control Officer 

Cop v tQ:­
1 nv. Br£~nch :;)Use-eldort' 

.c:.W.D.,London 
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{document 17} 

Dr. Ch. Posner 

Geneva I switzerland 
8 Rue Petitot 

Nlirnberg, 27 Au~st 19~8 

Dear Dr. Posner: 

I do not know whether D'r. Kasztper has informed you of my 
activity and existence •. I wofked on various problems with Dr. 
Kasztner during his stay in Nlirnberg, and Dr. Kasztner has 
authorized me, among otl1er things, to continue the inquiry into 
the location of the SFR 163,000 which were previously deposited 
from the Becher trove in switzerland. I have now interrogated the 
various former Nazi functionaries who could be involved 
concerning this topic, and i~ the coming week will speak with Mr. 
Eggen again. Dr. Kasztn~r told me that after the conclusion of 
the investigation I should c6ntact you in order to inform you as 
to the result. since I am tolconclude my activity here in 
Nlirnberg on 3 September and am going in an unofficial capacity to 
Vienna, I would like to:hand!over to you the sworn statements 
collected by me and the resu+ts of the investigation. At the end 
of september, I will be, in Nlirnberg again for a short time and 
could, if you wish, visit yoJ at the end of september in . 
switzerland. I would not wan~ to forward the various statements 
to you by mail, but han9 the\things over to you personally. 

I would be happy to hear from you very soon, and remain in the 
meantime, 

Yours truly, 

Curt Ponger 

Curt P 0 n g e r 
t

{return address on envelope ~lap} CURT L. PONGER / OFFICE OF THE 
CHIEF OF COUNSEL FOR WAR CRIMES / APO 696 A NUEMBERG / c/o us 
ARMY 
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{document 18} 

Kurt A. Becher 

4 September 1948 I 
• • ITo the Invest1gat10n Br,anch 

Finance Division 
63 HQ CGG I BE I B.A.C.I. 3 
FRANKFURT I Main 

WEIDEN-Oberpfalz 
Bavaria US occupation Zone 
Bismarckstr. 9 

RE: 	 Your communication of 20 August 1948 FINlZONlHAMl22609110 
Interkommerz AG, Zurich 

, I 
I have received you communication of 28 August 1948, and it goes 
without saying that I am ready to provide information about the 
above 	matter. I 
To begin with, I declare that:. I am giving the following 
information to the best: of my information and belief, and that I 
am prepared at any time to state them under oath, knowing that 
the making of a false sworn ~tatement could incur punishment at 
law. 	 • I. 

In March of 1944, I assumed ~he leadership of a staff of the 
former ftSS-Flihrungshauptamt ft 1,{Central Administrative Office of 
the SS} which had its seat in Budapest, Hungary, which was at 
first 	involved with horses artd the equipping of horses. 

; I: 
Shortly after I arrived;in Budapest, I began, at the request of 
Jewish circles, negotiations Iwith Himmler, the former 
Reichsflihrer of the SS, :on tne one hand, and with Dr. R. 
Kasztner, who was the directdr of the Zionist organization of 
Hungary and at the same!time Ithe representative of the Jewish 
Agency and the Joint Distribution Committee, on the other. These 
negotiations led to thesavirtg of life of ten thousands of Jews 
and victims of political per~ecution; beginning in the autumn of 
1944, several larger and smal!ler transports, among others, went 
to switzerland. 

At the suggestion of the Jewitsh group represented by Dr. . 
Kasztner, these negotiations fere conducted on the sole basis 
which offered any hope of a response from Himmler, that of 
economic performance. Howeverl, it was agreed between Dr. Kasztner 
and me -- soon after the beginning of these negotiations.-- that 
I would retain the payments made by the Jewish side, if possible, 
until after the end of the wa~, in order to convey them as soon 
as possible in mutual consultation to the above mentioned 
organizations for human{tariah purposes. This agreement, by the 

• • 	 ,I • 

way, c01nc1ded to a very grea~ extent w1th the efforts of the 
representative of the JQint in Switzerland, who always made an 
effort to guide the negotiatibns onto the track of humanitarian 
reciprocity, a notion wh,ich fbund no consideration at all on the 

t 
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part of Himmler, apart from certain concessions which I obtained 
only very late. I acted, on the basis of a special authorization 
which granted me practically unlimited and exclusive right of 
disposal. In addition to the personal arrange~ent on my part 
above, however, I managed to obtain -- as mentioned, at a later 
point in time -- the cover which gave me the proper handle. 

In the course of this rescuetoperation, Dr. Kasztner asked me in 
the fall of 1944 to take on an especially difficult individual 
case. The Hungarian industriJl magnate, Leopold Aschner, was 

• • I. I, •
belng held as a prlsoner ln the concentratl0n camp of Mauthausen. 
contrary to all existing regUlations, I obtained from Himmler 
his release and free pa~sagelto Switzerland, after I presented 
Kasztner's offer to him, accqrding to which the amount of SFR 
100,000.-- would be made available. It was agreed at that time by 
Dr. Kasztner and me tha~ thel:amount would be deposited in 
switzerland in trust with Mr.: Paul Holzach, owner of the company 
Intercommerz AG, Zurich. I . 
After I was held prisoner until the end of 1947 by the Americans, 
and only in February of 19481was brought before a court for the 
first time, specifically a German tribunal, I was not able up to 
this point in time to take arty steps regarding the agreement made 
at that time. I did not want/to, either, until I was again in 
full and free possession of ~y rights of disposal and 
determination, a status which I gained through my being 
classified as one of th~ groUp of those exonerated. 

I / 
On 16 April 1948, I made a sworn statement before an offlclal of 
the Office of Chief of Couns~l for War crimes in Nurnberg, that I 

• , I

release the above-mentl0ned ~FR 100,000.-- pursuant to the 
agreement made for humanitarian purposes. Since the amount on the 
basis of its origin in my vi~w and pursuant to the agreement made 
between the representative o~ the Jewish Agency and the A.J.D.C. 
was to be used for humanitarian Jewish purposes, I was in 
agreement that, on the basis]of the suggestion of Dr. Kasztner as 
representative of the Jewish 'Agency and the J.D.C., it was to be 
taken over by the Director of the Palestine Office in Geneva. It 
is consistent with the agree~ent that the ultimate humanitarian 
purpose of use would be: agre~d upon between the Jewish 
organizations and myself. I ' 
Mr. Herbert Kettlitz of: Hamburg was a member of my staff and was 
occasionally assigned t~ thet~xecution of economic assignments in 
switzerland. In the course o~ this activity, he received the 
assignment from me of receiving the above-mentioned sum of SFR 
100,000.-- and of handing it lover in trust to Mr. Paul Holzach. I 
cannot imagine what you mention in your letter, that the amount 

I 
was posted on the books; of the company of Intercommerz AG of 
Zurich in the name of Mr. Kettlitz. I expressly state, however, 
the sum was never the property of Mr. Kettlitz, and also that no 
instruction about the purpos~ of use was given by me, except that 
the sum should be placed in trust. 



The military developm~nts at that time and the freedom of 
movement of me and my colleagues which was associated with them 
made it impossible to 'arrange any further disposition. 

The financing of the tractots which was mentioned was, in 
accordance with the agreemeht made with him, a matter of the 
representative of the A.J.Die. in switzerland.

\ \ r , 
. 1 

The connection between: me and my colleagues, and ,Mr. Paul Holzach 
was on a purely busine~s ba~is. As to the firm 
?arenvertriebsgesellschaft dLBG in Berlin, aside from the fact 
that I knew Mr. Eggen as an~ss-leader personally, I had no 
military or business connectiions of any kind with it. 

With the foregoing remarks, II hope to have contributed to the 
clarification and appr6pria~e recovery of the amount. It goes 
without saying that I am at Iyour disposal for any further 
information which you may need.

iI' 
Kurt A. Becher 

117550 



I' 

{document 19} 

Kurt A. Becher WEIDEN-Oberpfalz 
Bavaria US Occupation Zone 
Bismarckstrasse 9 

Dr. Ch. Posner 

Geneva 
8 Rue Petitot , 

Weiden, 5 septem~er 1948 

Dear Dr. Pozner: 

Following up on my letter of 5 July of this year, I would like to 
tell you today what has happened here in the meantime in 
connection with the 4 pointsl in question. In so doing, I presume 
that you have received through Dr. Kasztner the documents 
mentioned in that communicataon. 

No.1: As I have alreadylinfOrmed you with my letter of 5 
July, I obtained in this regard another statement from Mr. 
Herbert Kettlitz, which I enblose. In my opinion, there should 
now be an inquiry in that ar~a, specifically in connection with 
Mr. Paul Holzach, ZUrich, wh~ther he or Mr. TrUmpi received the 
amount. Otherwise, those gentlemen would have to return the piece 
of paper which would authori~e acceptance, which was mentioned in 
Mr. Kettlitz's statemen~ to you, so that you can then submit a 
claim at the Swiss Comp~nsation Office from the amounts impounded 
from the German Consulate orlGeneral Consulate in ZUrich. 

No.2: On the basis of the statements made by Mr. JUttner 
interrogation transcript of i6 April 1948 -- Mr. Eggen was 

• • I

quest10ned and f1nally, on 17 August 1948, he made a sworn 
statement before the Office 6f Chief of Counsel for War Crimes in 
NUrnberg. A copy of this statement is enclosed; I will have the 
original sent to you. since this statement regarding the use of 
the money corresponds neither with Mr. JUttner's interrogation 
transcript of 16 April 1948 rtor with the oral and written 
communications whidh I have ~eceived, namely, that Mr. Eggen knew 
precisely and was instructed Ithat the amount had to go back to 
me, I asked the Office of Chief of Counsel for War Crimes a short 
time ago to question Mr~ Egg~n once again about it. Thereupon Mr. 
Curt L. Ponger, and officiallof the OCCWC wrote to me under the 
date of 1 September 1948: 1 ' 

Mr. Eggen reported:to me in detail what had happened with 
the money and will;send Ime further sworn statements from 
other people, in part f~om the Reich Aviation Ministry, in 
part from the German Embassy in switzerland, who know the 
whole story. Accor4ing~0 Mr. Eggen's account, at least part 
of the money must be in Iswitzerland in the confiscated 
assets of the German Embassy, likewise a receipt for the 
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remaining amount, which,was used for the Reich Aviation 

Ministry. 


Mr. Ponger was at that time initiated by Dr. Kasztner into this 
part -- i.e., into No.2 -- and he intends on the occasion of a 
trip to Switzerland, probably at the end of September, to bring 
to you the statements of other persons expected from Mr. Eggen. 

I _ I, 
Insofar as Mr. Eggen pr9duces these statements, according to 
which a part of the money wa~ paid to the German air attache in 
Bern, it should be carefully studied whether: 
1/ it is in fact about money from this amount, and 
2/ by whom he was authorized ·to dispose of it in this way. , 

I 

In any case, to be on the sa~,e side, the entire amount of about 
SFR 163,000.-- ought to:be reported by you to the Swiss 
Compensation Office aS90ming from the confiscated assets of the 
German Embassy in Bern. ' 

No.3: For this reason, as is well known, Mr. Kettlitz has 
been questioned several :times! by the Investigation Branch, 
Finance Division, Hamburg. Hell' made his last statement on 8 April 
1948; a copy is in your hands. Under date of 20 August 1948, the 
Investigations Branch wrote to me as indicated in the enclosed 
copy, and I thereupon explain~d the case tO,them in detail in a 
letter of 4 September 19,48, ab indicated in the enclosed copy. It 
might therefore be appropriat~ now to assert a claim for this 
amount at the Swiss compensation Office. 

1 ' I~ 

Mo. 4: On this, ,I have nothing new to report, and I am of the 
opinion that the investigatioh has to be set in motion there, 
since there are probably no mtre starting points here. 

Insofar as one can evaluate it from here, I have the impression 
that, if one wants to repcue these amounts for their intended 
humanitarian purpose, one has Ito act decisively, Le., assert a 
claim for them at the responsible authorities. This certain 
• ' I1nvolve a great deal of effort, and I doubt that you, purely 
because of your work, will ha~e the possibility to do it. 

I will also get in touch: with Mr. Kasztner in ~riting, after it 
becomes possible to do s9 again. By the way, have you heard 
anything from him recent+y? I ' ' 
As before, I consider it~indi~pensable that, if one wants to 
bring the matter to a favorabl1e conclusion, the whole complex of 
questions be personally discu~sed orally, because there are, of 
course, nuances which cannot ~e dealt with in writing. Mr. 
Kasztner was, by the way,i absollutelY of this opinion! It could be 
that I will have a discu~sion ~ith a friend from New York in 
Kreuzlingen bei Konstanzyet this fall. Let me know as quickly as 
possible whether you or a repr~sentative of your could, in that 

, I 
case, come there, so that I would then only have to telegraph to 
you the time I would be in Krehzlingen.

I ' 

1.17052 



In the hope of hearing, very soon now, and in detail, I greet you, 

Very sincerely, 

Kurt A. Becher 

117553 



___ 

I' 

. '~1tl]'1 ri~' rr'1m"ll"i Tl1:J:l10n 

AOENCE JUIVE POUR I A PALESTINE• ..J. 

,BUREAU DE P.A:RIS 

PA~IS. Le~ p(....£X..n ..., {D'"\t('f6.3, AYENUE DE LA GRANDE ARMEE 

PAR IS (XVI~) 
Tlh•. PASSY 62·51 

ADA reCEGAA"H'OUe: 

.JEYAGENCY·PA~IS 

. -' 

11 554 



Paris 2.2.1949. 

1'oz 	 Dr. Chaim Pozn@rand 

Mr. P!n6 Ginsburg, 


i 

After ha;vIng receIved your report about the realization and 


liquidation of the goldobjects, .whichare at present at the 

, I ' . 

. customofftce' in SW~tzer1and and which are known under the name 
. t 

of Becherdeposlt, ] herewith give you. the authorization to sell 

. this "Becher~eposltl~ in ,the name of the Jewish Agency in 
'. I -r " . 	 . 

SWitzerland ,under'lthe most ad~antageous conditions. Should 


you deem it valuable in the course of your endeavours to realIze 

I I 

a good prIze!for these items, that 2 suitcases of coins and other
I

golden jewellery should be sent to USA, you can also act according:'" 
I I 

to your good 'judgement. 

I also leave itlfor you to decide whether Some parts of this 

'deposit should be d!spatched to Israel directly• 

I • . e1gnedl Israel Goldstein 

: " 

• 
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7753 l\[IIITARY 
iAPO 
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TO: 

" ~ 

. -:;leveb :Box Silver ando·th'§ir 
of) . 9 • 8804- S ~ 
,~'?Cf':JooS"i . ... ... " 
Property C,ptrol and Restlt~tlon Sec 
IIe8.dq1.1~rtes 20::1e Comr.l8.nd A.ustria 

, ' 

I' 

:Pro petty C 
R"p",,,, r':' tl' on

c..,; IJC;' (jA ,~ 

Division, 
1:.TS. 1'0 tee s 

Brsn,ch 
, ~L~eli"'\reri,es' 211d; 

CA Section 
.u~t 8, APO 777, 

sti tution· 

Army 

(' . 
Thi:~3 i~ to 

presence of r!l 
, but Wi:;:. S ';no t 

.~,...,_,_.;"i t 

Telephone: 
SALZFURG 4570 

Distribution:.; 
2 '­ PC 3r., \lSl: 

. l' ..>·.co, 7753 
~'ile Werfen 

1 - Fi leN0 S 9. 

I' 

1 • 

you thAt ness ~iss 
8 Tucker he 8 inspected the. 
Ie ,tb identify ely a 

~-.-- -~-~''''''~.---,-~ 

onfirmed this fact vcrbelly 
. i th requested to 'vvQ::t~k-m:f:t;hs", 

I 
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1 1, 

,.SUBJECT: Release of Ji.ooted 

,: , 

'- ...... 

l,t' • 

I. 

: , f7M1'/er.t 

. . ':3 .lJarch1947 
"l. 
.~ 

ProPJi'ty to 
JOw:L:Jh Agency for Il'alestine . 

, I ••. .' I,'1'0 J:. 
: Conm::md~ otticelj. " 


. Military Gov;emne~' Detachinent 7153." 

APO 541,U., S. Al"n'W' " . . 
A'l"l'l-T: Capt..' MacKenzie,' r'i'o~rty r.ontroi 0:f£1oo1' . . 

In aCCOrdance Wlt~ ~h~rit.y eozit.nn~ in War C<!~ cable, 
. reference W~8.331.. and; upon ".xeoutian ot. the recelpirtarm attached 
rn,:treto, yo~ are authorized ·t~ rel~se to the dul,y authe~ticated agent'
o£ i;.he JeWl.8h :Agency f~ PaJ.estin,e" Dr. Dagobert Ar.1an, the 1tem.sot 
looted property known as the "nKurt~cher ~posit,~'" held under filesS3 • .3001 .Sa and S3.,3002.1.Sa. ' 

., 
1-·FOR THE DlVISION CHL;;P:' 

i 
"i . ; I 

., , 
i 

, 
~. 

WA.1.KERtto' 'TR~-:Ean: 
'ii, , '. Chief.. Property' Co.ntl'Ol, Br,anch1 Incl: As abov'e • , "II 

, I 

, I: 
, i ' 

, . 

, 
i-, I, 

,,' .. ! 

, ! 

" , 
I . 

·i 

• F :" 
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. r 

i 
i 
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.. " , 
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&llthnt-izod rePNasrit&tl~6£':~ .y~~!$H,r,', thaUn<,..eralgneLi" 

"'!:$:'~~~f{!Y '1"00 P~L3STINI~, :~ 
1 

h""...tli.'ft .. · ..... 3"","",¥d!ie ~r~Vedt&,~~ , 
;,thelo~~d.'pro~~Y,as .~r" ~h19~it~d, 'lI-rn:mtl ~}TAms FORCES IN 

. . . I 

':, <,1' 
,I , ';> .;; 

lqmRT ,BE.G1iliR rol?QSIT'J,. 
. . - .' ' 

"i!lv~ntQ:Py a.ttached; 
, ' 

Tit ,the nane of, thO 
. " . \ 

tul1 respmlcibilit:r fo·l t~ 
,·',:r .. 

Ruwr 'B3CID~R !J2:;POSITreter:red'
:1" ' 

as t.rustee, t~r ''the Ult;:!ti1ate bane­, ' 

. fi,ci,a,riras, and, accept tUD.' r'''\t:G)pOrt81h1.Ut.:/ irfi., any 0.n4 'aU cJ.ai.'tlS' Uioing , 
. .• 'i ".'.,' < " '. .." ,./ . >, " 

inl-esraetth~r..,or~ . 

'T'~,; "'I,j,,1".';"c '~ "~r.""ri'".;l;,r~ t'i Li\i~~" rfn~~.~t!"A,·:r 

-_.day 
," 

" 

"I ' 

(, , 

\, 

1 
, " 
,\., '" 

" ' 

I, 
I, 
I 

I, 

" . "'t: t.i 

',I" ... 

,I 

I' 
" 

I,' 

.~.. " 

:, ' 

". , " 

, ,, 
.~. ,,' ,,~.. 

a.ttlXSd;'~' ~gn.9.t~,' tilliS'" 
, ", ,,'~ , , ' " , 

'.:'. 

:. ", 

" I 

< ,'.,1'" 

'1; ",' 
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3 March,1947 

, 1 

, ,SUBJI!:CT: 	 Release of ~oted Iiro~rty to' , 
Jewish Agency for ~alestine , " 

TO :Comroandmg okficer\:;',' " " " 

Military GoveI'l'lrient··· Detaohment 7'753 
, , ' " ~ , , 

APO 541, U. S.A~., ',,:, ' 

A'fTH'.liT,ION:C~pt ~ I\~"CKerlZie, Propn1.y ,~ontrol Officer , 


1. War Depart.D'en~ cabl~, No. W-8S337 prOvide~the ,a.uthority, :for , 

release of the looted property known as tho, "I{urt Becher Deposit" 

and under our tile Nos" S3.3OOlS& and 53.,3002 Sa~ 


, ,', "j' I '" , " '; 
2,., The following "I~d ~~: . , " ,', 

"I,', I 
' " " " 

,Dr. Dag~bert Al:ian 
Palestinian Citizen 
·Passport. ,#94018 ' , 

" ;1[< , 1 • 

, ~'. Meir BenziOn,Meiry 
P9.1astiA:tan Citizen ' 

, " ' ' Passport· )~2Jj302' ',' ' ' , " ,', ' 
, , , , ' \ . ~,:" " , , " ,"" :', ' ",', 

have been designated, as: authol(!ized representatives' of the J,ellish .I!gency 

for Palestine, to whom the Kurt Becher lJeposit .is ,tobo, released'. 


, 3. Immediatel.y u~n the \~iVa1 oftl~ ~bove na.lled gentlemen a.t 

your' office, it ,is requ~sted t,hat a join~, itemized: Inventory. of the' 

property in question ,be: made ~y representatives' of:, yoursectiorj. and the 

above ,named representat~vesot:JAFP, and that said inventorY be duly 

recorded and aut~e~~icay3ldbY,\both groups.',~ ,,:', ',', ',.'" ~', 

, 4. ,OfficiaJ. authority '~or therelaase of the proPerty in question' , 
will be. c~e.ined in a,~epa.ratr letter." ;' . ' .' " '. .' 

.5. l<'ormal release;ofthie 'property to the abOve named representa. ­

t.ives does not relieve MilitarY Govern.mant from the responsibility of 

assisting the Jewish' A~rtcy for :Palestine inaccompliahiilg safe trans-' 

port of the PI'O}:erty withinthh D., s.' Occupied Zor:le,s of AustriaHmd· 

Germany. " ' " ,"'I': '" '," " "",' ' 


" '. I 1 '.'. . ",' ',: 

6. It is therefore' reque~teij that· ai'ter, YlDrking 'out details, With: 

the above nam.ed :representative~ YOll arrange, at Zone Commaitd:lev~l ,. tor 

necessary transport arid ,aa1'e~rding/bf the prop!lrty' in ,Q.lElstion within 

the U. 5.0cclip.ied Zonesrdr AuJtria ~and Germany.' :' " " 


, ", 	 "";' \' 
" .' ! 

",l1755H" 



•,I 
P111 - '1') n'On " cu",?·r,.I.1", DO' ""'ubj'. u;:>::.:)"" ... ""'" -~l,tr USFA; USACA Sl~(''TION,' .:} ~., ~lot.l () n.' q..,.o c." &~ ~~ \.I.L 

l"ootGd, Prop3rty I, Age ncy ifer Palest:me, dt,d. 3 Mar 4'7 
, ' '. . \ '. ' '~.". .....I" 

7 • Keep tn1s drfice 
rrade· ,in "thla regard.: 

, L" 
FOR 'rm~DIViSION' 
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Tale: VIEr-INA, B-4842q 
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WALK.~Mo!rrmSCB 
'. Ch.taf,' Prora ro/ Cont,J."Ol Branch 
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, t, 
FonCES" IN, 'AUSTRIA 

8 AJr.D RImTITUTIOU DIVI5IOl~ 
Oontrol Branch 

, AJ?H/hh / ~"':) 

, U. S.,'Army 

1 November 1945 ' 
I 

" t 

1~:tr'm~}:IRER KURT BECX$R, BUDAPEST, 
o-IST}~R; S:c1RIAL N:o. S' ,.3003 Sa ' 

. "', :' 

TO: t Distribution Committee 
's"'!UnitedStates"]"oroes' Austria 

rSOl1S Divtsion" ' ,- ,. , 
APO 777 stmaster Uew York City
ATTE'NTI01t:,: ' REUBEN B RES!~IK,' 

!J, 

g:,he following orma.tion is g'iv.en. not only as 
of ' 27 ',Ootober,: ;;mt also as a 
ormp'"tion given YOli.a.t· the 

a reply toyo'tU',: le'ct 
c01ri'ir!il~\tion' ofi the 
recent conference ,INi Lieutenant Ha.gue.. ' 

, .' 

- A., 

B. 

c. 

amount oi'liold.-, je\"leIJ:y and 
money ~s' r (lirect· Q-ontral Of Property 
Control Off eel' Land. Salzl:)Urg, J..>ropel~ty 
Regist~r,ial WUlllbers g 3" 3002 ,Sa and 
S 3.3(j03 Sa ' 

, I ' 

I, , ,. 

The prQperty will be held, paurling ,i'il'lal 
dcter.minHtio-n as to disponition. At, :presexrt, 
no pr09Qble tdeolSionn can' r..'e bfforred.; ) . _ 

, ~ 1 '0\ • l .., ...., .., /I' •

This a.iVis~q.n (louIs only 'r"f~'fuh G·overnmenta' 
or their off;icial renreae}::lti t1ves; therefol'0 

'I ~ 

requests must' u.1tim~i!tely be settled through, 
govern~,?n·t '·chr.1l'mels.' ' 

, , ' 

!' 
~.. 

,a~lrl!;Cn)OH1~ S. FAUL 
CQ,lonel, FA ' 
Ohf.e~, R. J).&'R. Div.: 

I 

, ...: r " 
,i,' ' 
" 
'.' 

,/' 

'j 

/
I' 

"i 
, , 
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AMER:(~~JOINT 
_H~ADQUARTERsl UNITE 

DISPlA,tED PE 

FROM: REUBEN, ,B, ,RESNIK 

APO 77-7 

"I 

'C ' 
uB. 

:1', 

,I, 
11'. 

.) , 

,,-I 

, RIBUnoN(oM~EE 
AUSTRIA 

~N S DIVISION 
R NEW'YORK CITY" 

.. , ...,', 

SECTioN, USRA. APO 777 

,"
", 

-""'cen"" ' con''''el'- '- ce conc"" 'V'n~ "Q'}- ,_ _ v ~ >, J, (;;(j ,~~,',,- --he> 

, &:Oove '\~Tj,tinQ: to inform you 
A..TDC reauest-s t', J.to; i'ni~or;Jied a/,the c1ect­

'siOl'is tll1:1,.t a:r.~e I,beimr COll'Cej"lGlaJced in connection 
'vrlt11 thel deteDilin3.tion 9nd'· 'tim'l 'oJ: the 
abov(:! n;:;h,lued. "',j:'!'r::w)""·,rJ:'r -,' V

J 
,., t·' 

i' 

, 

,.­
i 

r 
,,/., 

r 
I

i, ,I' I' 

" ,', ' 1", ' 

'~'O'p'r '1"0' IS,\ .J-O} r, 'J" 1':0;, ","7v _.l ~ ..; _ L I.f ....... .... 1.. _ ~ _ LJ 

------:­ "I 
'!' • 

RF,m/I-ID:p 
, 

. I 

"!, ! 

l. 
l' 

" 

j 

< I .,'" 
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'j 

I. 

, , 

I 

" 
,. '\'::.. ' 

" , , 
" ' 

• 
.'l '...... '. ' " 

a dU1~ authorized representative of the J~'rrSH. l .. I, the undersigned;
I . I 

AGENCY FOR PALESTINE, 9.0 her:~y acknowledge having r!3ceiv?d' from the 
. ..;,I, . ~, 

, UNIT.ED STATES FORCES n, AUS1'RIA, the looted property, <: as per the, itemized 

. inventory attached, lm~Wn askhe IIKURT BECl1EJ.'=t DEPOSITII. , ,.... ! 
In the nalne or' thJ· JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE, I' 'herewith acknow­, ';'. I . . \ 

ledge 'fullresPbnsibil~ty forl:the actininistration and' ultimate disposition 

of the KURT BECl-'ER DEPOs;rTreferred to above, as trustee for the ultimate 
, t 

beneficiaries,and accept full resporis~bility for any and all claims 

a~;i.Sing in res~ect .ther~of .;' t· ..'... ' . 
IN WITNESS WfdEREOF: ~ havl hereinafter affixed my signature, this 

, I f' 

__ .,...-_·:'·_,·,'.day of ___--:­__+,\',___, A. D. 1947 • .~ , -;­ ., ..:.>:; l"'·C ·~l 

l 

TNitnesse'd by: 

, 
'I' 

I: 

! 

I· 

i_I 

I­

..-, 

xt· 
f' 

, . 
• ,.1, 

, . 
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H,o fI, ErR CbL,\~,~c~;,5:~~l' 
PPOPERTY CONTJ;;:('!. Or:FICEI'{.· 

~l:LiT t; '1'( ccv;::im~1;~l:::.,\'~.(::~;.",~~:,~~:~g~~ 

TH:roOOlU1Ro FOS.SIICK ' .;,.. :,:";,,,;,';';':i:(,,~;:;t'i! 
."','

MaJor .:14.1 Of 'co: CIC'~,t~::~~~;:;:t;;~~:i,~t~ 
'. -." :i(;.~~,,::::i:.':~;~:: ~~:~;\·i:~i!.·i!':<:.:~ 

: -
---~-~----'-'::\/.~.:;::~~:~~;:;~i(~::::·~;;~ 

.. " 
~t 'Organization1 


l-. 

. .I 

! 

,'" 
!. ·1· 
I I. 
i" 

I 
': " , \, " 

: , 

:, 
I t 


r . 1 . '. 
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. ./ -I 
;, ~ . 

RJC/bes 
i, 30 August i9~6 

TO: 

',:-. 

, 1 
" ;J. I... 

' R ~' , i.I' 'd ' t' 1 ' ' , t·1 • elerenqe 16' li'l}:::l e to '8 eptlone; conversa lonJ. 

wi th yo~.:tr office,;,oD' 2lAUgust" 1946.. 

2i The articles listed on the ericlosed inventory 
are in the custody of the Oberbank, Sal;zburg. 

! 
I 

II 
' 

; r 
,'(, FOR '.D]Jii CO};.a:lJiAIWING O]']'ICER! 

'. I·· ~u 

, j'.. 

! ' IIOIvard A.M8.cken ie'1
\,' C~utain -,Spec ResI , , 

;., Pfop~rt~ControlOfficer 

1 Incl'.: 

i 
I 
i 
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i ' 
, : 

,rmr.BilT'l'ORY OF PMCIOUS O:BJ]!:C'l'S ' 
t I ' 

del)Osited byP;roperty Control. Office"Mili tary GOY,ernment 
Land Salzburg,; Austtia, /Lt };iehaus,' and Lt Jansson/: in' 
safe deposit,~ox Nb~306, the 'keys of which are in open 
deposi t 0,1' the! bank', in sealed e'rlveloJ?e. 

I 	 ~ ." 

'30 'gold:en bracelets ,/Armbander/, 

21 COi:p.p~cts ,r ' '/Puderdosen/ ' 

3Y ciga~ette~cases /Zigar~ttendosen/' 


1~2 watch chains /Uhrketten! ' 

51 bracblets I: !Armbiinder!, ' 

5,9 'brac;eletsJ", , /Armbander/ ' 

23 ,wa tches :, jUhren! ' ,


1 
, 5' ~ven;ing b~,g~ /Abendtaschchen/ 

11 ~J.amo;nds, I.. .. '/Diarrian ten/ 


1 Dag, 0 f ass0rted gold, pieces;" ,', 

5. gold ~a'rs' t '/Goldbarren/ 

4 ,gold pla te~ IGo ldplat ten/ " 

3 sci,lver plates ' . /Silber;>la ttenj .' 


206 	rings:', r, '!Ringe/·· , 

2 assorted 

C 
~2~0ld. scran ;'versc.h;.Goldstticke/
',I ,f , .. 	 /

8 	 'bfags pf gold coins /8 Siiickchen GoldmUnzen 
60' 5 ...pound Jilnglish notes 

3 tie pIns I /l<;::~avattennaQeln/, ,', 
1 PE'tndapt I:' /Ht:,lsl{ettenanh?-nger/ 
1 Royal; necklac.e /Ordenskette! 

'15 watch;cha~~s /Uhrketten/ 
9 necklaces I:' /Kettenl, 

, 6 ?r8.ce~'ets ' ' /l:~rmba.nder/ 
,loroocp, 'I ./Broche/, 

27 wa tch~s I",. ,/Uh~~n/ '; '. 
1 bag of: asserted J ey::elry /:sackchenmJ. t versch.Juwe len/" 

1 goJ,:den croes' "/goldenes Kreuz/ ' 

1 box, of sil~e,r .boins :- denominations /Scl1a.chlelSiH)er­

" .<,1, ' mu.nzen/' 
8 :Illatch chcuns /Uhr'ketten/' 

53 rings: ' I;'" , /Ririge/' 
1 box cbntiining 2,necklaces, 's~t of earrings /Sc~achtel 

", i r ' mit:2 Ketten, Ohrringenteile/<'. 

,4 bracel'ets 'Ii ',' /Armbander/',' 
26 piece~ of diamond jewelry in 1 iron'box 
44 5 lb~! note~ 

1025 Portug. Peeo 
b' ,I 	 .3060 Span.res.t' " ' 

1 package ofl HungariEm rilOney /Itl.clwhen ung.Geld/ 
20 rollsl'of' chins ' , 'jRoll €lD JElinzen/ . , 

'. 1 erivelppe c?,nt8.ining l4~01d ~oinsl/umschl'ig mit 14 
, \ i ' 110ldmunzen:,,' , l 

: ' 

" I, 

.j, 
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, I ' r-nz:AQUA'R'l'JERS


11 .'\,<1 

\MI1.ITd'·,H~ C·OV:T:f:l:a:n\@~NT " 
1 7,"/""0" r"'\r'I'\;ilTuG ,,'U' ':;"""'Itl, " ..:-1;,'1 	 i:lJ'>.lL..".(;ju'&:1. J:'~ vIr>',n,' 

i 	 Il;,il'U!,CH1\Kl:'.il'rT 7753 
, t!A1?O '541' , 

'\ .\1,1",... ',' 
I' 

"T:rJljll'/'b'e'....l'W:.1. • S 
j' 	 " , .' 14; :~.t;;a,rch 1947

I,
" , I 

:3UJ~J]lC'l': 	 Re1eaa~ 9f I{,ooted :Property :to J~ifisl:1 2:\.gency

for :P1;;l.le s tirie. '~ , 


, :! • I' 
Property Contro lr::rEtTIch, ,Heparat ions, nel iverles 
tmd Heati tutlion 1)1vis ion" USACA Sr,~c:tion, 
.us Foroes .f.:.dstrhi, ;'~PO 777, 'US;!\.l'r~w. 

! I", 

" , 'I , ' ' \: 


, i" 

1.In aQo~'jrdance with. yorir' If:ltt{':.ll' of ~1 ))Ia,reh 1947., 

above sulJject, tpe lo~ted property }mot'ID as ·thw J{urt :i3fJ(!her 

denoeit, ~;erfal:Noa. S 3.~~OOl Sa and'S 3~3Q;Q2. .~tl yrere


- , ~_ r,l -" I) ,_ ' _.' _,~-	 ""j 

. released to tlr.uagobert AriBn and Dr.~eir ~enzion kelry 

of th,eJewish t"'L~9ncy ~or }:a.lestine on lO .:iVLs~.rch 1947. , 

,jy EJ'rror the looted pr9perty, knm'Jn as the 'f.l1y tetrnann 


, t ,"', '1.~" 'I~ ~ '/,'1. " '''''I' 1 .." . . ,propel' y, ;.)er.,~'H) • .;;! t'.8~Aj2:::'a., W9"Srf} eO;SEH..l <:It thc:) some time.
.! '. \' ; . ','. - , 


, ,2 ." '1'h~; ~[\!1 t~tmann\·: property \"1.16 it,. ,t k,<;'il !Sl~1.m<3 stii!:;fety, " 

d£~)?osi t vnul tat ithe ,Bbnk for :Opper i:,lH;'tri~:l and 5alz11ur@.: 
, " ,1' .. , .. , 	 ,- ­
a,l'Jng VIi th the l'l'11S0elhine6us porti,ol'lof' the:;') _e(;ic~'!e;r ,pro pe:r ty ? 

sincE'" . tl".ey" ~;, ~t." l.\...:; "'" "" c",-t'",&.,0e ' r" ...1.. '.""--t_l:~ ':"l' !'I"'" t.i• .- _ l'Plon"~ed'~ tal.: t' C" f3<:;"n1", C', y. .p?C ",1;"•• .,. boo'ld 

'\)'''''8 stor""d 'iv. t')e' ',-H .... tri""'C ,ti""'''l &\.o.""k "·"\,l~b"I·t'., .'
\I;::,,,, t~. • ~ :z.,~. L, I :"'1Al~ __ c.(.... \.~:l1..c.;:.. d~"'.J.J._.. , Vf.-;~_ I;,::.,), t.Il "t:-,;.'· . ' 

.,' . ~".' rI.' :...' ! " 


, I.. 

0. 1::'s 111' Clpud, USWD Civili.an p- wb,i(d' cd' the ,,\!iovi2~ble' 

iroperty 6ub-0eot~on, -J,as confined to his 'bed with'influenza, 
t joint .itemized inv~:ntory of the Becher prop~Jrty w'as 
ml'i!,de by ,~'i;r 1'reud,IHS'ND It;!vl1iEln, Chh?f iJ.~:' t fteal Ji;state , 
~3iib-Se9tion' of' this office.' a.ssisted ,"bJ' iiIr Clouds· secret8.ry~ 
L:dss bl)ohn, indig~nous 'leiv~'lian" in 'c'op.,junction .v.r1 th the 
'~ll'()Ve~named :ep~esentC1.t.\'lvee: of t!;lE) Jewi$,h,/"@~lSmcy f'o~ . 

.b!:tl~s tine.t, t t!lc1!~rC:Lrla.nld 0 ~. t he-l- roperty"o-X1 tl'ol fU1d , 
s'citution l,)(~c'tidnll 201)e ConL11t;:;.nd, W~Ja present ~:lt_ the invc:mtory, 

4bu.this ,responsi'bi'litie$ extey)dea onl'v ·to' 'l;he sec'IJ.1 ity f''Jr 
the propert~· en rQ~lte tb the iJwiss hOI'der ib;:,~ccoX'de,nce 
VJith p~rngraph 6, o:f, your 1~:) tter of 3.:Jlta.!'ch. 'l'he inventory 
i,\Tt'l9· n1::,tde, duly recOrde{:l~~ <':·l.'nd <'mthent~'(:!e,ted 'by both groups 
Ei t tb£! bank vau1t.1 'fhe 'I,'pr~perty was>rennove'd, to the s~_fe . 
(~, t Zo,ne Gommand Hehdnu:1.r,ters" E:1.:n.'d, the proced,ursa p inventories, 

,I'E':c(dpts :and other: docu~ents w-ere thmn,ch.eck~d by Gaptain, 

]:i:Bckenzie, Proper-ty Gontrol~) ff.icer. 


. D JI:,t 
contd; ••'••••• 

lJiJ\O It ~ Kt r' 1\' 

,;, ',1,'
, 	, 

1 \ ~! . 

"I' 
I 

1· L 
I 
i 
I 
i 
I 
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i 
'~--"-'__ ",,_~_'__~.i!,~";J.::L.::·"""~'·-~+--~IK\.j;(LOVarAti!\ frD ' 

REPRODUCEOATTHENATi'O;:'L~.,,~::I:'e('; ',OECLi\Sf,\FIEO!:', ~-;Entry 113 '" c~ ir~/' nnecl\ 
, ;, AfN~" ;,afnw.; \ 

,Au:;hor-ti .l.:'!.!.". , T- 'l~FHe \.J3 .3()02.Jo - . 
r:;. ,....." J\I~PA p;;~ ~~ ~v , i eche(D" ~ p.f\ ,. J ,,,+::,,-1'-:-- \ B J 

.. """ • 1 • ..,.....--~~~'" ox It, , , __,' ,":""!<'~4--"""T " " -!!.J.-~--
l' ; 
! '.\.,
! ' " 

... 2,­

l: 
" , l I. 

, ',. f " ' ,\,' '. . 

,4. All of this !tool( j1)laoe without anyone noticing 
that the Antetme.nn. i proJH1,rty, he.d been. ,included along wi th 
the J5,!.lch;:r :p:o'pert~. Tl}:t5 wr-s 'due entirely to th~) faot : 

, ttlat ,~lr J.'r~u.o had. no previous e.o(,;ua,intanoe. wi1~h theprope:,rty 
. i'J.,:idth,e, pertinent fil.es:l1,!:?- ':juestlon, thathLh)~ ,:5:P?hf;l waG' . 
\lndel' tltl.e i!!1:preseion. tt;',a t the}\.ntet:m~rm u:rop\J;l':'"cy aad been 

. ',·1. I!' '. .,'
:re111oved .to 8.noth.el"iplace of de.pos1.t ::.;nd that theeai'ety 

s.:1t vp,1.tl t t~':\1,~t~st1~n,(!-ont~dned no'thint; but the . 
, 1" property. and that ,the possiP11ity' of an (:;rror of 

thiEl" na, tu:re 1td. nc1;" 6ccrtr to' Captr::~in1"aokenzie· Ett the t1m~ 
(1e ob.eoli:e~th~; P~'l"B <,.dd' procedures. Due to the fRot 
th~.l. t 13. ro,cre1 r:reci'se' hlvJntory in a differ.ent form V'U!l.S mad.e 

., . I .1.·.' 
:::.1: .this time, tb.e.h1had heen the ca~e at the time tbe 

. I ' 
./'. rt1.~H~ WElre dep'oatted1n.the vs.ult'on , 

ti:'.f!: ,f~.ct th:,t the tYl'Vf:nt!ory w!?;:;; . larger than, tho. one· already 
, ir.: UV.T. til e~5 ',T.;T:'.!'l not d.et1ec te6. Dr. f' ria.n·T!;cei pted for the 
• :;n,tir&:trrr(:r;to!jt.w:h·tCh, Illl~lfnoV!n to' h1n!J incl'tlded the .' 
.Ar:t:etmann prl";p€!rty [9.8 wel,ll ae tb.e!):I'~'CheT.:pr(~perty. 

...l. t .... r.:I"""'-l ..j-·;t \..t~:. C;:"'-" ;,; ....'(·r """'t':t("'l'-n"i'r'Y' ,j,he 

ri1ing of. the 11 til :ur;(t :tbe 1'1iata,ke w&..a not diiHJovered . 
until tne aft~rnoo~ of tfe 11th, vihen ~He:s brloLlIJ.a.cc1de~ltal;y 

8,,?o-vered tha'!; th,~ r\,utt~ltma.t:ln propertyl"I-Hd' . .~till . . 
f;)\1(tf3poeit in the E,~,nV'i v.pultlfi th tbli;t>f;cb.er JH'Operty,. She' 
CQlru:c1unicated 'lid t!"iM-r Cloud ';\7b.O was· still onsick.,.leave ' 
ff~,r'·d. hp.. f'~.nd. (1~t.ptal!1 :_~LQCk~~lr'~ie m.~(le:· effoT.tS. to t~top t-he 

s:pol"t before l,t reQ,.cned. theSwl,es,bClr~er. ;;~:owever, 
nicatit;;\n with ;t'b.e.t.bulsport was L'!ipossn~le.' , 

. I';. 'J\b'-~,,,,-,'.J !:'., ~,) i: '''' J.;' ·>,··;I)·lOr·......'t: c~ .1.(. ,;&. .... ~If 1, , i~ ~.;. _ :!~ '"" ...;~,t ...., ...:. 

. 6. 

i 

f.tr,r1~Sd~1th th.01 , t:ra~6Port~t Buohe';LtMcliElrlanCi 
01~~ 'ttie Swifjs~'),or~elj a:,lH'yi;,~ 1700 flOurs, 11 .i;:,e.rch ~,947,. 

'?~;,I ~;~.:1.lTI~~dpe~~Z,t'u:~:7 ~)~~b~d:~.8~~~~·,. ~~~~~z~;i~.~~: J.hil i ty 
..~ "1.1:" '1 . . . . 

7,! It i~ !:!l':,tim;1..\tl:'!~: ·tp?t the /,r.it€!tillarln in-operty 
titt1:ted r:'J)pro::li:.i:mf~t01;v tw-cnty p€!rcont of the vf;l,lue 

. th.l:~ent}.. reSh\1pm;l!!nt, the. :pecr.,f.,)T depo;Ji~ ~aidng up 
.l'e:a.m.ining e1ght:yperl:cent~ ..' , . " '. 
", '. .'; ..... I': ~_ ' . . .:' ~ . ' .. 
. d. Pecclln:rr:,.end', thf;t t the ;;\0'f~al'[!' tions, Le11verITe,S and 

:'; i 1:.U tion .:Dlvlaior. of T!JS,;~C'A Section, USlrA direct t.he.· 
'!'c;~t,itution .of thf~' !hntet~ann property to the Jew'is.h .t"gency· 

r P;).1~et1n,ep. sino,«' that property definitely ,~'houll} . 
be .at th~ dlapo f3s1 Rf a relief organizf.ltion, .and that 

, ! 

c·ontd ............' 


p , 

'. f 

I, 

T: 

.. \ 11'756,8 
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. 

I 

• I 

the Jewish Agerl'cy for I'l:lleatine' benot1:f'1ed' that 
th~y alread.y ht:tve' th{~ .:property in theJrpo seese ion and 
ha:IiE, &J.reaq.y re;cE! ipt~dfor . 1 t a1 thouKh under an 
er;roneouename_ I. 

1 
I 

,. Ji'()l~ TID~ q(1:M,MA1~DING ~Fl)lCIlH: 
~ 

i 
I . 

,'- .. 
. j 

Howard A, lS:!iA,ckanz1e 
. Capta'tn - Spec Res, 
~7'rO:pf:,rty' Contr,cl Offioer. 

,. 

i I I , 
I: 


I 

, 

I 
!, 

I 

,I. ,I' 
L I'I 

1 
I I-' 
I j-

I' i' 
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.j, I 
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'-". :. 1':...:.____ .K\.j ""LOU" t9' 
.:.--""'......--..-l· .~. - - . IIF j(cA /1Dp

-': OECLi.?,SSlrl tp ~'Entry 113./ t~itY-L(". ?I/({wd\ 
,. A\}'N~\" , .tfi:?:)HJ\ 

.Au,'ihootjL~-.. I" -~. ~"" l''',F i \ e d~ .J0.0'/.,JO". 
_ . J'\\.~D.'~ p ... 1~~ ~" ., d I?rhe( 

1 

&'f~~I':'''''''''' .Ir.::t::..:-~ ·Box )1 ' . 
""",,__~.'u-<!,!:-~~:',!!~_0·t~""''' '""~.- '. . ....!!-l--- ­"...... r~·--··;-··r ~. 

!I .. \ 

I; f." 

,.-: .I~JD":.~.' 'r ;\ RriiT-i'D (~
. I j 1..J!,!i",,-J;; ';.I' U::',110 J..h;J.L'\ ,) 

lULIT!\aly"GOVER1\iurili~T
" I ' 

LP.!:U) . SLd ..ZUJUHG~· AU 3 'rRIf." 
. ,1]:>J.ilT.i\.CIDlm:1!TT 7753 

" APO 541, 

.:.: 'I ~~JC/bC 
, 14 ]1[arch 1947 

. . . I·'," 

SUBSECT: .ReceJ.p'1;s rof, Becher and .Antetmann :Property. 
St?lrial ;1q-umb~lr5 - 83.3001 Sa., '83 .:5002 $~, 

: -83 ~8002 Sa. I ' 
I j 

': ':P~(l}~erty Coltrol Branch, Repara tiona, Deliveries 
aild Hediti tu,~ion Division, US.;:;..CA Seotion, Uni ted 
St!!ltels ilJ:orce:s in Austri::~, AJ,lo., '777, United 8tli.?tes 
J?rfCJ::/ • \', .1' , ' ' . 

1., Red~iptslfor the ,above suject property fr.Ol'n 
representatives dt 'the \ Jewish ii..gency 107' :f'alestlne €l,re 
for-IiJarded herewith as' requested. 

, ,. 'il .'OR CO!:Jff1!f/i.):1DH/Q. 
, , 

,I 
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'GO LID &: I, G 0 L D CO IN S 

. iKurtlB8Ch~r - SS-man 

8e1'.1108.S' 3.3001 8a and 
" , 

I ' S. 3.3002 SA , , t' ' 
, " ! 'I' " 

BIB ltoa .dep081tel1n N~tiOnalbank Salzbu,rg • 

J>goi~· pia'~e.g74 gr' i '1000 fine : ~ . 
gz"ld. 'BCrI\j)" ,,371 S1' I '500. It 

"" ' .' ,'['268 Gr: 500'­
1 ba2:'l"....;' , " 'i., 9,'g," 6. 1" ' 
1 it 'l:"lg 2 sri, lqoo' ft 

---..........­ 1" l/aq. ' 1001.1" 
1" 1.':';ltC9,99 It 

1 ,It l/2"Fg' 1000 • ", 
2bara2'g'S6S1/::2 gr5PO apprp:x:.11ne ' , 
1 bar, 1 "kg' i' 9'99" 

" 

" 

41 pieces Gold 'B(,.verel~S j, 

J~ag 1if1t. j l:: 
, ,', , ,I 

Ip:lece' 10 Kronen / Damase4(I,:5 .1.g1' 
, . , i . i' 

BaS No.5 ,"(,, 
, 	 ,I, /. 

1 'piece 1/2 Krone Vere1insmnhze ,,5.6 po} 	 ':, r 
1 ' 
! 
I 

1 pieoe' Loui8d~r , , 

,I 
'! 

l
fBaiNo.' 

1 piece dOld Coin from" tenoa," ' 
I !. 

l. ' ' Bag NOeS 	 , I ' 
, ' i ' L 

I· 

I 
1 Parma; ,,014 ooin, I 

I I,'Bas 1$0,.9 	 I 

3 pleO'ea 10 '11k 	 I
1 piece ,., 2.0 Jitk 	 I'I: ' 

I,. 
j 	 " ,

Bag No.1S!. , i 
1 ,1 ptece 


Bag :No ,11 I, " 


I,1 piece , 5 ~'~,. 	
I ' 
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; 
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I 

! , ' 

I . 
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I 
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/ '. . N t' l·t .GIHlV.tl;':N Y .' J. 
•.. ..... < . a lOna 1 y ..... 

. 36t'/ . 
. 194?..... Serial No..~...3.~~:C·Z·. 

Sa 

I':' 

Owner.- Name. 

..,. 

. i 

.ILrrARY MENT-A.RIA· 
I . I, . . , 
I ,I, . , I 

PROPERTY REGISTER 

, ",' 

1 l 
ET~: C}IIl;}i I~ 

. Date control taken ... '30 l:Ictv 
. .. ,., .... " ..."':'" .. ,,:1/., .... 

. '. Reco~d here u~d~r qppropriate numbered heading 

. 1. Descriptio~ of property and address inc;ludingdJiails . 6. Details 'ofoccupa~y or use. ­
. of bank accounts. '. .' . . ! .'. I' 7. Particulars of. claimants to properjy, oth~ than registered 

2. Reason .for control. ,owner. ~'. . 
3. Condition of property. . . ,·S. Insurance cover. . 
4. Value and basis of v,aluation. ' ; . 9. Details of know liabilities .. 
5. Particulars of managers custodians etc a'ppointed and 10. Any other info·rmation . 

. removed. . I 

No. 

1 

2 

::5 

4­

'"' J 

f-' 

7 
r; 
c~ 

9 

::w 

Go19 
c1 eo 
stor 

Good' 

I, . 

• I" I.... . .:. 
'I • " 

gild jI8v;.le1rjy 
1946 Lcohi xv 

• I I' 
j',1G V{aX:(;hOU~r .,Sie;:3 

.Le 
1:' 

I 1 
I ,, 
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, ·1 

ET;.:; 

Direct cdntrol pta
i· . Ld1llc'. S 

I'· 

Unlt:novm 
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COI'PS 
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control Of'ficer 
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T e, 1 - .!-i.. v i v 

fvl.r ,. , 
United 
Prc:.iperty 

ir~,nce 

Vie n :1 a. 
--:...;-- ..-------..---..:.. " 

" 

Treece, 

vr-::ry much 

I 

t 
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I

I,' ' 

r'Jr. 

,;,1 

i I' 
I" , 

,ce,I.1
~Irt-J"'" I.." , L , ' 

c:h, , l'­
I, 1 

I· 
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Havin~ reRbhed Geneva 

, ' ' , ( 
;(-'0 ',I'['+"YI',,;­ \,':"';u -,'n"'" 

.'.... ' 
':'", ',,! 

.; 

, , 

v l; :.~~L. .. ...I,_ ..; I ·l,">-f ~ 

fL,S' tdSK ;cnd for, t,tj;:; 'CCnjflrel'letJs~,ve unclGt'standing 
1 " I "~l!e i 

cu h,;:;.V8 1'or 

, , 

the :rest",O!lS inv91vea. 
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j,­
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•, 
i, ,;1 ' 

1\.G-4 ;' I nf 'f,rmal R ':"'Utine; E:li r 

i br,ADCT!I\.I.'lT:\RS 
P''''~I'!TC'D c;:1 h 'n~': 'T.'OR(~FC ., t,],tl'TR' 11-\.',,.It,J.J..i... ..J_'.!:").~• . 1'~'IJ~ ,'.~ _ .," ! .J.'J 

~lilit,ary Or~rs foJ.Dagobert Ai-ian, Hepresentative 
EUEJ~CT: of Jewis!1.. Ag+~cZ...JJrpaW..tJ,na..___·__' ______ 

. . . t 
I ' 1'1 . 
Numl:-er each message c rmfj6C'Lltively. ,F~nl in a1~ cc1xmns, au.thent.i ­

cate message' draw a,lim~ acr;oss the lage jl's+,rr-:low'iluthr:mt5cat5 en. Use 
entire width' of Jage. ;.1J.§.§._.2!.tlY for Intor.::.2ffi~mm\'p.::i_caticn. 

, I' - - 1-, , 

I, ; \" 
, I' 

~l~,______________~__~__~__~~~~----
----------'"':'I.,..;....·~' I,: 

,~f--........,..-.....,-_:____.-,..'~~-r-::-- ------'"~-.--'.-................-- ­
....,..:l\l:.:..;:O;..:..-..1-..;.F,;.;;.R;;,;:;OL ~,' :~~TEI:" _.- '-' _~~I1E:..:fi!:)S~'A:;:!GE:!:!.,-________.;... 

1. b'.D&R, 'AG 20: l"eb ~'I ·a. In accordanqe with JCS state Department 
Div Thru: 1947 1 cable, reference No. W-88337, this headquarters 
USACA Exec,: i?leared into Vienna, Dr. Dagobert Arian, Pales-,. 1 ' ' !~ffic1~ I l1j.inian citizen, a7 re?resenta~ive for the Je~sh 

" ; USACA iii 4,gency lor Palestllle, ,to rece1ve from t.he Un~ted 
. ' . '. ! !.I . , ! states Forces in Austria; a depqsit of gold . 

coms, b~l n and a~sorte4 J~welrt;J;l~ld under property control as the lfurt Becher 
deposit. '£$ Jewish; Agenc~ fqr paiestine is .to take custody of this "lootl! as. ' 
trustee for the ult1bate b~neficiaties as a part of the U. S. program to release 
loot found iP Austri~ ofu4re~titu ~ble character, to the International Governmen­
tal Committe~ onb'.efllgees cpd \the .e\;ri.sh Agel'!-cy for Palestine .• 

b." In 6rder tol accomJl~~h th~ ~peratiOnal ,details,i.e. ~V9J.'1tOry v~nuation,
~cident to ~he relefse. of !t~ei' Kur} ~.e.cher. deposit. to the.,. JAl'lJ repre.sen~ati,:,e, it. 
w~ll be nece6sary for Dr. flr1an tot proceed to Salzburg where the fldeposl.t" 15 held 

. in custody b~Proper~y con~roli OfftC~rS.ln preplring de,tails of the ,release, . 
this divisiop was a~tis~d ~at,l.itq.e o*lY me~~ ?-vailable ~o Dr. Arian for travel to 
Salzburg wer~ Austri¥ md~enRus a:tl facil1t1es. , . . ' , . 

c. It L ther~comrreddat~on if \this division that tbe importance' 'of the' re­
lease ofthet: lootedt goodd, thew rl<;l status'of the agen'cy which is to receive 
them, and th~ fact taat tS operat o~, is .based upon a JCS: state Department direc-: 
tive, and thf represJntati e o.fth$ JrAFP ostensibly invit~d hereby our governnent, 
warrants the. grantin't to D'. Arian!oft travel orders by this headquarters, afford­
ing him ,raii, bil:iletting , d: messing privileges ,for the accomplishment .. , 

of his I· \.1 . 1\ . . ', , .' " ,.' . :' .h 

I I :' (~~ . , ..---., :~. , 
! I "\·fft-c . / /'j' .. 

:·1 !/.,V1/~ ~(. •.I -- ­

'·1 /1"'JJAMES--1LBAR..'R: --'-_.,. ... ,-'. .... 
, / I ...,
j I : Deputy Chief~ RD&"TtDivision/~ . 

Tele: VIF.~NNA B-4842q ! " I,
,1.! ,. 
 ,"
I 

" , I 
. I 

, I ! , ' 

II' , 
I 
I 117579 
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,(XV 
Counter 	 No 215 

I 

I,,' I. 
Avo· 4~1 '~,~. ~ '.,'

·)1:; 	 , 'I ..... . o.,;J P U, ..... "1rmY,. 
, , 30 May 1945:, ,,,,,

I·l~ 	 , ' 

I .y 	 i 

, 'I" I 	 "l< 
I .1' . ~ 	 ',,' , .

TN [ilORWiAf.roN I' 
, i 	 , , ,'. ,:1 	

,.. ' 
I !. 

" ' 
",' ,! I ' 

Ei'qH,Jl:;CT: Gold and Jewelry Foundin\:v'elssenbach~ " 
! , j 	 , " ' ' 

". t 

" I, 1., ,"", ': ' ,), " ',' , ""'" 
AconsidEtrabl'a !amount of gel,d ;a.nd jewelry, a.pp~rently . ' 

,belenging to one KURT n:!~GHBRp ~~;::'-Stand't~.rtehfuhrer ofJ3ud~Pfi9t,' 

, wae ~ound by ,subseptio~i,B.; 215th Cle D~~pChment.1I at t1 E7i.sen-', 
bach (V3429) on 24·1 May 19450 BT~OI"U!!n ie, r~pert!d: to h.ave, been 
arrested alon;7, wi t~ sev~ral,of his asseciates 'on",12, 'May" :1,~~5 ," 
by the, 80th 1)1vision Ole Detacrunenturtderthe p:revisionsof the," 

':SHAEF directive fori 5utotnatio arreete,otleftbehind were, two,' " ' 
associates (Kurt Helfer ,and Ir.ene ~'~lie6ner ) of Escher B.n!1a 
Nicholas' SChweiger;, '~ho :all~g~s that he was libera,ted' fr.,oJn 8: 

, concentr,at ion campi 'by Hecher. 	 ' 
, '. /" ,'p, ", 	 "d"" 

Becher 1~1 alleged to be connect ad ,in some, way' with,an , " 
orgl;1nization'ce.l1etl !'The Joint', OOU1.~itteelt in Berne', switzerland',' 
VI1h~se purpose ,is, t:o buyl;the freedom, of Jew9 in'the concentration, ' 
c,ampe by means of ~~oney!p gold, diSmona,$,and jewelry cont'ributed 

, . ! -. q 1" " - ,.' .' .' -', '., 

, by,TawB throughqut: the lNorld Q Further informatioti, on the ' 
'committee is all~.~e'd' io',be in the possession of one MI-. 'Mac ,;, 
Clelland, supposed! to b~ d~puty in the,:~mericanCOn6,lA;late at,' 

,Berne. . 'i 'i: '. ' 
, Included, lin ·th:e 'gold and' jewelry, ' which' ;''Vera fm..md: 

hidden undere. bed in the house oc,cu.piedby Becher', in ''i/eissen- ' 
baah"werefhe fOlb.o,;rd.nl~:, items: , , I' 	

, '. 
4 nlates 1 . I 
8 Ears 	 ' I r . . 
Ha~, and plate gOI~~epefted to we1gh ar,'rfrol\t1~ately 8.538gr~a 
Plat,imunplates mar.l{.ed j96Q,,160and .198; . . , 

" Pleti'nUl:l Dlates of unkncw'n ~~Ed.gl1t ... 2 

PI6i::tinum .(',:') , wrist' watdh 'band ~ \', 

r;lat1num (?) diama,nd r~ng, mounti·ngs.,2 


. :Pla:tinum ,(?) d'famr."}nd l~~SSring..;. l' . f 

Pl&t1num(?) band land chain - 1 each 
rlatinu..~l (?). asserted 6ieOGs in a case ... 3fj " ,11758:1,'· 

" I -r 	 . '! " 

I: 	 . I, ' 

I 
, " 

I 

http:mar.l{.ed
http:fOlb.o,;rd.nl
http:D~~pChment.1I


83.3.002.'. ! . 	 'l:)a
• 	 ",I 

,.... Go14 CQin -' English ~.' 41 . cae .r;md coin locket 
· Gold Coin - Swiss 20 firan pieces ... 336 

, 1 	 . 

Gqld G()in French 20: .,' piecas - 541 plus 2 • G 10 I;'ranc 
, .Gold ..Coin Belgian ~o' I!'r~nC pieces"!" 298 . 


Gold Coin - Dutch gUildere,- 55. 

Gold Coin Italian· 20 I.1~~ pieces ~ 106. 


. . . I' . I" . 

Gold Coin - Czech 10!K plebes ~ 350
-" . . ,. I'· \ . 

.' GQld Goin German Marks -+' 10' Mark 3 '\,...: '~O Mark «0> , 1. 
· Gold' Gpin - 100 Iie1'+,1 i: 	 . .~ 

, , I
Gold Coin- ttssorted:'- 4 ,! ' 


,Paper Money ,'" :~ngl is~ - 5lnotes 60 

. Gold fi~lings ~rom tretht, 1 . bag 

, Assertea Cigarette cflses !f:nd Gompacts o g61~'''' 51 

Golden chain with oider·~tl 
Necklaces,g61d -.5~twis~ed'etrRnds) , , , ...'~ d • . ~ ... h ' 1 d I hJ;lSn s II W1:'1;9 II we.!.oC II go ~ ,0 

, , I' II . 

Bracelets, gold -~3iin wpoden box 

J1racelet,s, gold ... 31 in naf1kir.t 

Bracelets, gold - 5) I 

"~~atche~fI~:tem windin~, P01cket -16, 

',·,atch. ,wrl.st p gold,2 ',~ . 


·Brooches, gold - 5:./ 

I-and, wrist watch- ;1 ,I 

Necklaces, gold- 2 ~ I 

N:ck;Lace" white. gol~,. set, wi~h diamend.s- i1 

Dl.smon.ds, total weig.t;t marked..,1o 10 K - 4 

Diamonds, total weight ma1rked 5.77 K - 7 ; 

JHamond ring 9 Olan 's Imark~d' CoGO K - f . 


. Diamond ring, wOrnB.h'S ma~ked .-,' ! yellow gold, 1 q.iamond 
II ., .f! " I. 1·.:101 ,I, ' Il! 	 ., , ' " . , -	 1. - yellow gold,i dimson 

f· --- ­ din~er ~ingI, ., 'r.II __......._ .. " - 1:- white 'gold, marked 
/' . '.: 25/1000 ' .. 

II I." 	 ." 1 1.40 - 1 "!,,, dinrierring 
If ,.II 	 !! ;....1 - dinner ring ,diamonds
1. ------ 'in one end . 

" 	 II 
I 

1.50 1 ""!' ' . "I' 
tt 	 . fl' I, . n i' 

1 
0,,40 -1 


fI " I "I: 1 .]0 - 1 
1 


,." I ,,/ , 0 ~ 30 1 

'I 	 II 
" 	 , "I:.I, 0,50 - 1 
II 	 II. I n, . '0,60 - 1 din!ler ringl! small' aterie~ 
II II i ul 1 

1 , 2,45- 1I 
If 	 ·n 0 9 70 ... 1 
'I. ., 	 , 0,70 - 1 blue center stone, s~r­

!, 
I r'ound edd,1amonds 

:o~er' 
r '; 1175'82; ."" 
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I,. 

, Diamond ring,' woman;'s 
.>1 If ' 

' .. l'I, 
\I 

" ,.. 

.n 

!I 

n. 

II ' 

11. 1 

fl. , l 

" 
\I 

II 

., 

f 
\ 

'Entry ~...-w4~~ 
~1,)~~~'2I He , 

\ 
" 

. "\.' 

"I"
mar.ked 

f· 
II 

f' 
II: 
I 
1 
II 
\' . \' 

, I 
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\ ' 11 ' 

1 
!.~! 

,­
H 
l 

1/, 
! 
I", ,

l 
."1' 

, "f: 
Ii' 
,,I: 

Box 

0.60 1 
0.40 1 
0.55- 1 

.1 0 5~) 1 

,.. 

'S .3.3002' 
Sa 

-.2'die.monde 
"I . size 

3.~O,~ 1 
0.50. - 1 
0050 -' , 'diamo~ eat 
o!l50 1 ,,' " 
1.• 10.- t dinner ring' 
1.00 .1 ,dinner 'ring· 
O~70 ~ 1 , ' 

1 '.50 1 dinner ring ,',' 
, ____ ..1 green .storie, ' diamond 

midi . ..' 
n' 

. ", 
I ' 

1 
II 
I 1 ffiC}l:i!,t ing, s'st'w1 th '6 smali:l:~l~0..20 

i , diamonds' . 
I 

.11 I If 
. I "j,'!. 

, 1 1: 

",:,'1, mOlmting set VIIi ~h 5, .................. 
, d i amo!'?Q e 

Ring for diamond 1\ r 
Bracelet ,gold- 1 ...}' .abov~-mant ioned wome~" srl.ngs are.' on 

. I 

bracelet , . 'I" . I, 
Hatch, \vrist, diamon~' .set ~ mafl~Gd.1 ~ 50K -'1 
Watch wr~s·t, diarnond!set. [.marked. 0.1:0 It -' , 

'Watch. wri~t, diamon(j, eet ~'marke~ 1.00 K. -:1 
Necklace, dtamond,msrked'\ 4.50 K .;.. 1 

. Brooch,diamond set;,imark?4' 9.00 K 1 
I' II" I II " \. 3~ 00 K - 1 ' 
II . !l 11 , ,\" 0 • 90 K .;.. 1 
" '1 ;'. 'I • ....','"yeliow gold, :2 

I,' I .. 3pearlef 

" I 

f'· , 

" 
!r' 

H ,II: Q~15.K- 1,'1 
" ' " . , ­ 1 fle\~erlike a,rran{tsment 

. 11., .\5
0 
60 1(- 1 'Grreen 6tone'Burr~Unded':,.., : !1 

nra.celet, H 

Ear:ring~ " 

" 
" II 

II " 
" .~ 

" 
11 

" .. ·tI 

" \I 

!I II 

I L di8mond~' ."., 
I· II I 1 • CO K 1. 90n~aining following 
I ,II \ 1 yell.ow .(!'old ':>e81'1" ,, I I . . . " ' " " ~. , 

,\,' ' diBmond ' 
. i If 0 t 40 'l( 1 brolteri 

.\' " \ 3020, K:<­ 1..1, 
I II ' 1.90 K,·~".1
i 
\ II 2.4:0 k 1 

. I 

. I '" '(' 2.PC K -1 
i " . I" ... 2 0 60 .If ...,1 
I. 10 . 1:. 2 •00 ,iI( .1 .,' : ' .,.... 

'I It· ' 1 four; d .iaIDond s, 

~. . line 
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• - .--	 I ' Ah J\O;_~qJ7 ~\ ' c.! :>!-Jl-{I

".~' AUthc:rti4w~\'Ei\e d3.JOO1JQ~ , 
: . 	 ~"'''PA r,.,L i-:2..3C> I' . ' 1 ether, c-" l~ ,)~.+?--- B ,}

~ ". - , .J.:-~~~.' ox If1" I ""-'!!'~T-!":!'~'l- _ ..-!!.....!.-,--:- ­• 

• '.' _. "t(.. t '1 ttl ....,,'c:., t 	 . d 

\ I, 
I,· 'r' I .. s ;5 ~ 3ciJ) 2< 

;,i,' 	 I'" , ,:0& 
f '. , 

.,.(!tEar ringe ~ di$Dlond eet,marked 3 III 50 K ", 
" .;' , , ,', t,,:: 1.70 K' _ ~'marked 130/7000_, 

II , 1 /I 	 1, marked 390/1 ZOO" 
E~r~ing pieces 4 i , 
t6ckets, gold - 9 Satio~:pina 

. '. ' I' I , 
Tlock~ts, gold" parts, of _I 7 .' 
Rra~e~ets. assortedjl gOld\ -,5\ 
C.haine, wat.ch- 110 \ \' IBags,· mesh -', I . 

, ., 5 '1' 

- Watches, gold,- 2' 1 ' I, 


Neriklaces, go~~p aeB~r.ted 1\;-. 53 

Rings, gold' .... 175 . !. , . 

M1scellal:'l~?US pieces :of, g~id -,1 beg, green 

Assorted Jewelry - tlenvs40pe , 


-- nothing follows, ­
i I·' 

, . The Office Qf :l'the ~~sietand Dhlef of Staffa, 0-2 (OT) 
Headquarters, ~)evant,ti, t::rmy\, a-ce.i;ed that thell.~o persons picked 
un Ibt the same time a:s this rcaterial he,ve noClinterest and. 
-. ' . . 	 I. ' . " 

should be d1epoBecl~ of! t~rOlr.gh P.W ~tJ.annel [l in t~e caee of the 
.. man a~d D~ channels ipthsl,case... of t~e WO~~. ~. he above .listed 

mater-J.al was to be turnf7d over· yO e1 IIher F~nanc1er .the . 
, " . II :"" 	 ' • 

property OontrolOffi9srof, Military Government as abandened 
property. . 	 1 · ''\ 

. i ' \; \" 
-:~ H-,E-O-IJ 0 IlJ:~ H. F 0 fj t':; It:OK 

\ ,Major" M~I ..\. . 

GO. CIe l)etachment 215 . 
r. . . 
I' 

, 1, 
, IRECI~IrT ' 

';~"'r-

'; . r ' 

,~~hie is to certify that' I have received 'the above-listed' 
i terns. \1 

l ' ·Date 
I 	 Bankrp.-fjj~(}jJ . 4~\' 

r\. 	
I' 

v-v-~rrv-uc ~ ~., C-1V ·d-r"·-~ 1. 

/(~~l'(~ \ t 
(·1: 
1,HOMERI'{. liELLER 

, 1 . ,I:

Lf: COL :'-:: .
PC( ., , I. 	 I , I, 

I 	 , IOPERTY CONTRC~. OFFIC"'R i' 	 , .' 
MIUT~!"'Y (j11l''''''~'ii'E~ _'. 	 I'L.. I ",..• ~,'-" • , .1:. L",;~D SIll. IBURG. 

, I' 
" 

1 
. " '., 	 ,­\. 

! 
, , 

117584 
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~, '1 '\ 

f . .r. ~ ~ 

I, , 
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:'. 
, 

, , 
Serial No: 

, 
" 

,\ ."t 

S 3 /3 0 ().;9·-£.,~) 
53' .~ DC ",-S.oJ, 

;1 

n 
'\ 

"\. j. ,'C .,:~, ? 11.· ...,,·i • 

, , 
1 

, I , . 

! . , 
: i 

., 
/, ,.L11/:

f :' ) ,'. '1'.1 ;:/Lt (.f~);t ,1'./ ..... //. j',I I' I I 

i 

I !' , 

I I 
I 

I, 

'\I, 
\'I,r I 

I ""'" ,,_., -". '''--'---r--
I::., 

i , 
J. 
I'; 

I I ,. 
, t· . 
I I. 
I' t' 
! . I! I 
I 
I' I 
; I 

, I.I, , 
1 i 

\: , ' 
, 

I 
i, 
" 

117585·' 




, ' 
\ 

MG/APC2.. 

.'. 

Owner- Na~e 
I 

~SI!;.C::.~i.lLR.;. 
j 

Address .... ...~:'Ld.......,:.,.r~Utl 

, /" 
~... 

; NatiorialitY. 
" " 

·····.·5.. 3·3bo·~I" 
.','-''''"2;~,Date control ;taken.25...J.1UJ.e.·.·j· 194.5 Serlal.N W .. ::-7::."::'::.......:./ -_•. 

1 Sa 
\' . " 	 • t;: 

. Record here unaer,appropriate numbered' heading . 
. '. . I." I .' 	 j' . 

1. 	 Description. of property and address including details 6. Details of occupancy or use; . , 
.' of bank accounts...· ...... -I, 7. Particular~ qf claimants to property 'other than' registered 

2. Reason for control. 	 owner..II 

" .3. Condition of property. 	 ' .1 8. Insurance cover. 
4. Value and basis of valuation. ' ,'. i: 9. Details of know liobilities. 

'5" Particulars of managers custodians etc appointed "and 10. ~ny .?ther information: 

" removed. . ' , . ii, .I . 


\ 

,j 

! . 
. I, 

1,, . 
No. 

., 	
of \1 Gold co2.ns Jpe.per Irnoney· as r ach8d 

-:... " 

. O~Ci.;·wt j ..on: atea '25 iJune 1 5 
OID. ,Yil'Q XVICbrl;s

•. -, II ­
I" S e 'De C',jlt Box' ,B Ober-OsteT'T(? ·Ulldstored . \" I,' ... 

. r Sal 

,i ,'::'_ . }JJ.'e:" ~. r s . {2 and.' :: ~ 

I· , 


GOOd... .\ I 


3 ­

. Un}'.novm. i !
1 

I'
,I 

OffjiCer ,V:Ccnd S ",6:Direct '?'ontrol'5. 

deppsi t· 
I 

I

I' 
I, 	 ''',' ,'7 

i 

1 , , I· 
1, 'j, 
I· . I 

s 
"or"v! '"'0< ll- en. i'r,om. fiVE 7..1,eT.sons,Viz.j-.uliusi..--''->-- i..; :V"', 11 L,,,j..) 	 _10 

L'l'l 'i',-,··,\.....;...J...-:.:.c"IJ. 

"~-T• 

,G'60:r'g ~"raEle'~\ ,AI 	 61 ,Nico Weiss 
·'!·rl,..,., ...•, t.l·l ° 	 .;:; ,:0 r., ;.:;ttlJ- c"u.J..... ,. o. .. ..,.,.. - - ..... ~ 

0'" T~l··f.. n-·rm~tl· "'Y\ 'Il .1i..c!.lCf:Qc. ?_.r:-,..... ',T1;~11::"\. ..L _" .... "" ,L;, d' IJ :._ ~ _. - ,_ " 19 5 
Gr, 0b. Kurt" . r 'W;:1883.\'. " 

"'.H~mgary " .!." 	
S + 

/)... 

•(~ «~ /--1 ~ 
f.,.,,, '••• ~ .• ',,' • ' •••.••.• ~.•• 

HOEiG;R .H'8L:U"illR 
1t.c6 .InfantT-y 

.Pr.Oj;; Corit'rol Offlcer 
" 

I' 
\ I" t 

http:taken.25
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" ~.~';:<'. 

I 

l 
 " .) 
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, 

II· 
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I ,'. 

1/ 'l 
I I:,t 

. j' .. 

"i· 
j 

I' 
1 
I . 

'T 
1 
.{ 	 i.. 

. , 
,;1I'I 	 .' . 28 Apr1;t 1949 

., ..... ,... '; ;, .i. ' . '1: . . .' :' ,", ' I 

.. ":;~,~9"~T'f '~~~1"J !o~a"!~.port ()D Activ1t!es' 
'of ;.Dr..1em:er" Peiser: .. I, •. 

", <II' . . i . ,' ....... '. .' 

. 'TO·' .t '11"., ,:~".4,E,.~Jttz$Ch, Chief". :" '.' '., ".. " ' . 


prqpert~ :Cc:mt~Ol anc1~tern8.l As••t •.Brap;~b , 


" . ..', I· '. I· '.' " . 
, '. ,) •... ,QD':or .~Otlt t114t '26tbO'fMarch, 1948 1I111iarr,IGovern;'" 

.~~Q.;~:';,l_s\le4:/~ O,li,4,er ·'io.r ~he rem()v .. lorDr~ ·,Wern.r,,~Et1ser· ·from 
.: ·tA"~[UJ~.··Z~l"I.~ ..~f"Ot;pafl~· because'ot ,~t'lr ~lnl81l1ess··,ract1ce,s • 

. , ",'i2•. ·J)r:.we~,el"Pel_er.waB· BDe,mpl07ee' otA.J.D.C.,: 
'. :a'.s:~~,~ t() ~h.· U.~." z~~. of, Oeoupatlontor. the ,p,,~po8e.. :of . 

es,ta:l~l1$b,1D.I·;a pr.pa~toJ;Y .otflce or the ,a•• it tutlon Successor 


'. O't'~~~~t,1~ :'1nGe;~L(1D ·"·eiSer' 8 ,cor.,re.,pon4ence ort,en.· '. 

:rererre,~,to ~"~.~:.R.8.?). . ... '. :: ' . . . 


" .. ' -' :·,.~'.rev~·~"lOf,Ilf."pelser'" cor~~spondence rtles '~1ch 
'!'!t;~::':••~IEMl,~~pl.Qf'l,e. re;ye~18' that .in ceneral ,Peiser' 8 

. 	'~~p.~1,lor.,lBed \QPeratlons li;tall1nto the rO~low1~1 t!;lrse cate-: ' 

·gort••. '", '. .',l " .' 


. ~\'·a'. tl;1~' bb~J1nI' w1thOl1tl4:tlltar)rGt.>vemm~t
. , ' a\l,thG.~~a,~,"~';~:~i1Jl:roril!~t~Oncon.~e~ :~t.rn~l. restl~~tlon., '. 

,matt.,rlJ~. :~,1n"'i!&'~'~f.crr .. iew1~li, h~1r.leSSan4 .c~~.·l ty .':t"opertles J 

,b.' . ,attempts to exercise tnfluen'ce,' over thehirihg' '., . 
/ ~f PfJ#~C:;pr1.l;· .:to',r .~~s~~t"t1i~~;:~,enclel:. an~~~e·'IlP~·1n~11tentor·. . 
'J:t1dges' tor·'R~8tl~u~10.,Co\lr.'t8J.. .. '. ...,;;; . . . . . . 

"', .' , ".' >' 1~ '.!.... ...... . ".' .:' '.. .~.,.' 
., ..," , ,.C);.:' ,~e, ~1r1n'.' ~d '..,a1m:~t::,.Vl1>,th';:"b+a,~:markc9t 1tems, 


, . !J~ch;,;'~~. C:llaJ:!et·t88t .f',oo4"etf?'~ of' .al~t:af 'aIl4oth~r j)er,~qnnel

.ftI!l".." ... ,.·:..p.u:,r.'.,.o...t9 ,or laeco!lllP.ll,~~~g hf,.~"mtss,1~a.,ollt11ne~1n .••
.··~li.,.'e .. · 
·~d'·'b~·a:bov~:~ I' ;:' '.1." ': '" '..', ".". 

, .' I,' _ , ' I . 	 '., 
4!t I~.. ~.u.ppor,t o.t ,ithe;a~~.i;rementlon.,4, a.ttachec1 '1l("r,~~911 

ar~\1;!,an.jJ.~~;ttpn! 9t; ... omei.'0t.,,~e' excerp:ts,.~l.Q~·:~e:r.(~a<!e trom 
,'Dr,.P~·l ..!~:t. ~corri~~PQJl4ep:e.~ 'I~ ~rc1.er to' ,r.ci;l.1..tate, >tlie.1r 

examlJlll'tlcp,', ',;th"".tl: l.:xc,rpts .are'&.rranle4 ;accorC.\~1 .~Q . the .. 

,~ul;>;J~.:C.'.t.. '8.. :.e~.t:j;o.l.l.~.II~' '.a.., .b. an~ :0. abOve as .,eahlb.lts 1,
"'A. • .:....... ,". ':': . 	 .....,. .
2 anU 'iI: .,' <.' ~ ..... 
.... . ' .. " 	 I" . 

,. 'L 
. . " ~ 	 .T, , 1 ... ( . 

i 
I J.

. ,,I .WERNER:; :II~: r..OEWDTBAL 
Chtef, ' , ~e~4;,·~·:~pera,~tqaJl: .I 

I 
.. ,,' 

...,'
I 

i. ,'j 

, I, 

!' .' 

" • • \ ~ I 

/11' r~""} 
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REPRODUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVESi RG dl,()~n 
Entry ~~iJ~;r,y r ' 
File frJ/?,J;(rll' ~h'!b4.n 
Box 15'1'9 I 

. -......-......-........ 

! 
DECLASSJFIEO 

iA~u'lCritydtW.175tJ2':Z 
I ~- ' q/.,I:,
lEy-e-NARA Da~e ~ 
; ..~~-
I 

':.' " 

'I 





\' 

"'RG ---;I)" i;"dC,d ,,1\REPRODUCED AT }HE NAriONAL ARCHIVES~ I DECLASSIFIED
EntrY A,.t9P,1/ ·:'1 A~U1CrltjLina1?5tJ~, , ,',I 

I. ---' q/.,j ~4Fil~ .Z;::}I?f,i(fJP'" 4~1.ij "By: L-lL .NAPA Date ~ 
,....-'----,-~--,,Box' 6 '7'9 J 

,I, I ' 'T6£?1T I 
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.." 

RE·S'IRl.CT£0 . ' 
. l ~Ff'ICE,OF ' 

/ ALIEN' PROPERTY. CUSTODIAN , .' i' W~HI~~T~N 25 ' 

1 
RB:lIlIIIIII 

i 
IJ.o;rd L. Sb .... lis, seeret.ar.r 


FROM: 
 John beat ~e, atmeral Counsel.
I .,'. 

SUBJECT: Sale brder No• .328-B 
I 

DATE: ' ~Ti;S- , ,.( i ' 
'Iou han:subuitted for 'IllY' comment Sale Order No. 

·1 ' : ' 
328-B involving the sale of an oll painting which was the subject , ' I: ,,' 
of a volunt.ar,y turn-over to the cuatodian.It appears that Numa S. 
Ii'• I ' \ ' 


Trivaa, deceased, who mil.d8 the tl.'!l'D-over bad obtained the painting
, , I 

, ,I I ' " . 


from all Amsterdam bl'Oker who preferred not to disclose the name of 


the Geman owne1r onwh01e behalf' t.rui Dutch broker Was acting., The 

It" , " said. paintiJIg was the sllbject of Opinion ot the General Counsel, 
,,' 1 t, ' , 

R-152, September 2), 1943, page .3 et seq., I . t 
Ii, . 

, 1s ;you kDow, I b&w 'eoncluded that the Custodian is , . I j, ' , .' ' 

authorised 1;,0, acCept votunt.ar,y turn-overs ot enem;y, propert;Y,Opinion
I. , I ' , . 

of the Gen7altunsel,!M-79, Jul;y 29, 194.3, and. that such property 

is to be adl!lta:l stered UDder the terms of the Tradiilg witb the enem;y
I I' •. 

Act. section 7f~) ot tfe Act, which governs volun:t-ary tllrD!'Overs,. 

empowers a::t:I' person who' holds Pl'Operty tor the benefit ot the .eDEllll;1 
, i'" I " . ' 


to "convey, ~~er, arSigD, or deliver" it to th~ Custodian. It 


will be obs.ned tbat the burden ot d.eterm1D:1.ng the ellS1117 natu.re 
, "L ' 

-­

I 
ot the pl'Operi.y is OIl the persoll who makes the turn-over. There is 

'I ' . . :, . 
I 
I 
I· 
I 
I 

".' " 

" . 

http:d.eterm1D:1.ng
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A~ 
IChain caB 
I 

Ii. 
carl Spltzw.e& n,Land$:chaf t" .Mll.lto. 9'95 ti1.No.• 240'j' I 

: I 
, . 601tt ,. It rf"I.oel" 1remit" 9919 

I . 
ttLandsohaft bel It tt N n 2404 . 1051'i' I . 

'Sonlltlnunte:l~ga:n&.' \ut Rtltte" . 
. . I . ! 

,~""-, $ ·:it· .' . ,*1\'4 Z'll l' It" '~-..--1~---21 92/1 -·lIoffmm A­.~. P is''-! -·-....,..·-·----T......8-· P1oaolU"IJI'J..." 

fIOarl Spitzweg ~ Il1Jer ~utut.,a8t. *', 1296/2 lii.lc. 657 

>Jar1 Sp1tswec: tY.ierAI118ru.terft " " 278'1 HoffauulIl 68 

It tiearl SpItz•.e.g ~Dre1GAomeh in 9505 H1.N;0. 66a 
del" ff~Uue I'f . 

I' 
It.tt;age lilt 01... ft 9296 n 56'I " , .. It If{!arl Spitzweg 1'86/2 Q 719 

It .- »on.• G. Sc.hu:t.ll " 9490 944 
Cleraltere 

Van Dyck. 

Va~ D)'ak : " 
9556 

.,, 
',j 

iF • Def.regger ~ 92f!j; 


F.:oefresger .. 10;57. }llS 


.. 9890 

.. It 9519 n .. 2)61 

It n . ij .. ­
..........
t!It,' 41886 " 

!-Qu~1n 19979/' II H", 

W1lh.BaCH)h ; It: 449' " tt 2612 

It ,.. IiH]Hlu.ecller Mei­ 46620 .., 
.ter,19.J'ahrb.; 

".. . . 

...... '. --117601 
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""", '~. ..~ . - "!'-'j;;iJ.: ;t:u+~ (S"iII01'i: a~", 'Q 4 ~_ 
..:t} , 

·14~:'··t;!:i,\' .,t~·~r '" 
\:" ': I I" 
)1 t ~ : 

i" ' i: 
r>~':j ".1, .'" I.,. " .~.r,',).~,...!..~,,~;1,:~,;~. "/;."~~~ ~·,;r,~.. ~~·--~.:;',;~t',t;.;t:.~ ~.·:~~·;·:i~~~L.~;;(~,:2 ,~.,\ l::"f~ .... ~.' ~:~.},' :~ (;1,': I" 
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AG-OO'l/f~IGB,£H/B/1 7 ,April 1948 ll ' II 
TheftS). C~~!hted at t.ne Cen"ral Colleoting Point ,ll1urlich 

TO 	 Krlm1nal'po~izeit Munl~h 

A'TlrN: i{r'ilninalwaohtmeister Waldnor 


I 

,i 	 ' 
" ,

1. Un 5 f\prl1l48 Gt:: org ZBLLNt:l{,:iAl.chrnannetr. 24, tu,r ned 
in to ceE' at thel irlV'le~tigation of Franz HII:LrEl;;R, 141 rundsbergstr.9/4 
andlDt,to i'tlAY':::H, g·Lnrockstr.6,Mv.ni-.::h, three padnti:.i. €,s, i.e. 
Spitzweg, De.r Bl:'~rirlengaa't; Gh. Hoguet" Vegetable MaI'Ket; 
till. Lady and ,...:rll.ld "ifillLLng on a oath above the Seashore", by 
a 19th centu.ry G-er.llJ.H:l artist wllOse signature is "B". 

I I 	 , 
2. Of th~ ato~e listed pB1ntin~a tlw Spitzweg is definitely 

Btolen from the boll.e2tini6 Point efter Jan, 1948. It carries the 
Hitler ,Linz\No 657 (mdthe' Collecting Point No 1298/2. Ji'or the 
other two psintihBs tAe CCP No has to be e6t~bliahed. Ho~ever, 
Herr K:UNrrEH,a guard [e::nf'lo~ed at .has already admit ted t.he.tI 

he stole all thr~eof!th_m. 
i·' ~I . 

;,. H11LJ~iER anC:i MA-'{SR a,tate that all the paintings they 
sold w~re received :t'r~1D ZELLNER. With the exception of one they 
were all offered I to Ll\1w,yer v,on }~orck, Mallerkircheratr. 22 t who . 
s~emeto .ha.ve borght fbout'f;.~y"e.,nfHlile rejecting thr t'1e.(cf.annex.) 

. 41 HILLMER stlites that he' re(~ei"odthe :iirst paintings 
from ZELLNRR aro~nd A~gllst 1947. I'h1s point is of.' great importance t 
~noe KHnnfER declares that be cOfllll.ii t ted hie fil'st 'thefts arou.nd 

0nristmas' 1947. This tact seems to J;irove that ZELLNER I'eceived 
~e~:,-~~ngs stolenl fI'Om[ CCP from aou.~cel3l O~her 'chan KHINlfBH. 
i.E..l..i.Ll~bl~ was employed at GeE until .Ju.ly ,1~47 as a packa.r Of the 
Firm of Wett3ch.! !

I I, 	 .
5. ,At the present stage of investigation ~t aypears that 

ZI1LLNER and wetach pa~k.r JORD,AN who ,was the second receiver of 
K~IBNBR's theftslBQCo~d1ng to KRINNEB,: are the ohief criminals in 
this case. Both pf th~m knew that the paintings which they ra­
ceived from KRIN~8R were stolen fr om CCP. It ShOllld be inveet~gate,d 
with special car~ whiohof the stolen objects KEtINNBR recogn1oes 
as having been stolenjby .tJ.1m. He does tlot admit, for instance, 
theiheft of thertwo ~othachild jewels. Furthermore 1t should be 
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I I . . 
_established whet;her llCiwae stat1oneo, at any t1me in ·the .base­

ment in front ofi rODia: U 11 from where theS'pltzweg, Brl1ll1lengEls't 
was stolen after. Janl1~ry 48. If not, the theft must have been 
cornmi tted by an !aooomplloe. It should be noted that the painting 
was in U llln January 4·8 wh~til the oheck list was made, but' 
the .number (657)/ was proased au t 1atar without. any referenoe 

. on a transfer 811p wh;1oh is cua tomar11y m9d.e out by the gu.ards
1

when.ever. a paint1ing i~ lDovedfrom one room to another. 
6. It 1s Ijeques~ed that the arr~stod men be aaked by' 

. "hat meane tile 1ainU/lSO "ere eillUggl..." out of CCP. 

For i'the Chief. Restitution Branch: 

HERBERT S LEONARD 

I 
i 
I' 

Chief', Monuments, Fine 
~nd Archives Section 
Restitution Branch 

Art. 

! I 
Telephone: Munic.p. M11'ftary 4-389 

Munich Oivil,2404 

;1 

tlbersetzull'S; I I 
! 

. . 1.' Am. 5. Apr~l 48 ibracnte Georg ZE:1LNER'j' Lachmanna tr. 24, 
auf Veran.lasaung! von:rranz HI,lLMBR, ll'rUllciabe.r&etr. 9/4 11114 
Otto MAYER, Simroaltstr.6, M1.1.n.chel1, drei Bild.er alum COP unci zwer, 
Sp1 ts,waS' Del' Br~Wlen&ast ; ell. Bo&u.et:' Vegetable .Market aGemUsemart,1 
nil Lady and Chil~ wa1lting ona path above the Seaehore tt 

·'E1rau. mit Kind a6.f e1hetll l?!a4, an der KUste" von einem weuteahen 
KUnmtler signierit IIDni au.e clem 19. Jl1hrhUlld,~rt. 

2. Von den 0iben aiU'ge.fU~tell B11de.rn 1S1 der Spi tz.weg sichel' 
nachdem JanuQ ~a aue dell COP gestohlen' word.'n. Er t-rlligt die 
Hitler 11nj2; Nr. j657 u.pd COP Hr. 1298/2. Be! den zwe1 anderen 
Bilciernmuss d1e! O'OP Hr. noah teltgeet,eUt werden. Jedooh hat 
del' balm OCP. ll1'1&estelllte WloAter KRINNER ·bere1to zugegeben,
'a118dre1 Bilder gestohlen zu naben. .I . 

I 
I - 2 ­
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,. HILI.t;mR~nd M~"llm goben an, tlase a1le Bilder, die sle 

k~t:tfte,nf vonZEL1.Jt~SH s~ .. mmllen. lUt Auen:ahm9 € l inea einz18en warden 


.S1.8 alleRechtsanwalt von Bo.rclt, .Mauerk.iroheretr.22 zum Kauf an­
geb~ten., del', wiej es S~heint,. lingefibr;5 dsvon gekau.ft hat, wtlhtend 
ex ) ablennte. (vgl. Aniale) . ' 

. 4. lUL.LS[EH kibt ~ht deae fa!' die e~st~n Bilder l.l.ngefiibr 1m 

tWI::tUst 47 von ZH~LL~mR ~..rhr.llten ha t • DieserPunkt is t von grosser 

Bedeutung, daKIUfmE:R ~H'kl9.rtt dass er Bei ~e ersten Dieb,tahl. 

ungefahr an ~ei}m~c.h:te* 4'1 begli.nn. 'j,iieeer UJ1st~nd scheini .u be­

weise.n, daSH ZELLNt'.iR n~cht nur' von .KllINNER ails detn C02. gestohlene 

Bildererhielt. ZE.Ll.Nr~R Viur im CO? bis J'uli 1947 als Paoker der 

Firma 'ivetsc.tl 2'll5f;.ls·tellt. ' 


5. Die Ha~ptschutdigen solleinen nach der augenbllck11cne;.t 
Sachlf.ig(t ZEL}..l'JEB. ~d dar Wetsch-Packer JORDAN au. sein, d.ar J:lau1l. 
KRINNEH's AUSSF.tgo\der ~·(te~:e Empfangerder g~~to~~!nen $achen war. 
Beide wussten, dass di~ Bl.J.der,. die sle von KiiI1{l'lt;l.t erhielte,f\, 
aus dem CCP. gest0hlen Iwaren. Es wl:ire besonders wiahti" fe.Btz.~ 
atellen, welchs der ge~toh1enen Objekte )LR:HTl;ji!Ji als von lhmsel'bat 
gestohlen bezeiclulet • .I::r gibt ZUlll. Beispiel nicht zu, die zwe1 
Rothschild Juwelen gestohlen zu. haben.iuGserd,em so11ts festge­
etallt werdeO" ob \er zd irgendeinliill Z6itpunkt illl l?l.u~tErre vor . 
Re.u.ro U 11 Dienst tat t l.;i~\la de:n der $pi tzwag Bru.nn.enaast nach Jaau.ar 
1948 gestonlen wu:tide. Wenn nicht, muss dar Diebstahl von einem 
He Ifersnelter ausgefuh~t word,ea. se in. Es ware zu bcmerken" dase 
das Sild 1m J(in1:.ls.:;. 48, ,als .die Aontroll-Li~te gemacht wurde, 1n 
Raum U 11 war, a:oer daSH die NUi.omer (657) spiiiter uurc.c.gestriohen 
wurde.,?hn~ .iI·&IiHld,ln.en. ~lill>~eia au;!' eine~ube::welsu~g~,so4e1n wie 
er gelSohnll.ch von Iden,Nachte rn 8"..;.sgen.Hiellt wl.rd bel Verlegl1.tL6 
e:ine~ Bildes von .elne:n R8um. in einen anderen. .I. '1" .. '. . 

6. Es wi I'd ge betep, d1e in Huft befindlichen l\\iinne;rzu 
fragen, auf welolle: we1s~ di'~ Bilder au.s ~dem COP. geschmllggel.t 
orhL. \ . 
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;-3~) . C'f' :'l'hef~f..~ C6)~'I'r.it~ed at{ the U~ntral Col1<')ct.ing ,Point, ,':hJ.n.ioll, , 


.'" "'. '," ,~ J'.: i"j , :.f i ',:,' ;: 
t., 
.)\, '
,• Y~llm,l.,.;;.~~ol L~6\1, d~trU '~n" v,~a'tr. 

a tt. F,r-im J\"I<Gx,timetst.rwaidhux; '. ' 
, "I 

1. Hafer''::ncf:':1 :!,{! m:ade t{) ~)reviou.a r.,:eports Si:Hrie E;llbjecte, 
dated 7 Acril 1948 snd 14 ~pr.48. '" 

.i: 1 I . ; \ 

(;.<1. In, c, 	 .......' ''i''l"I",!"'1.).1 "'01' Vi..l..:..; ":""""J'V\, t·" •.•• .0",'''i........"'+'.'"'" .... '\~ .....,~,"'8 ~n'''n{''''l' "\n""'" »,.......
'''''.L'l.'"'" \J ."','" J. 	 ~ \I f"., t:.. l.' '" Llwy ....1. 	 c 

<lpove I·epo:.~tf:l Jfi)}.lot~l{lg flliiJi'fing" iti;:nit:, o,an o9truce.;S· Ci:i!:k 
to ii i" ';'" , d ., "11 I" 	 , ",' 

,.r nn~: •.~ .~ou~: ~'\,n~i:.;.ll:e, ,,,;.luntch,, n'a. ~ ,)9?'~/~,~ ,~~eCGv ~l:'e d fl:',~)~'- . 

vOnllmrQ!:,: ~ho toagJ.i't.i "l.tl IIHl t:fle,MflJer-Hl,,;.,l[U~r-
, :." ,,\ ;':8~,~n~J' .... K~·iri!1f: 1:' c"bLiln~. " . ".' ' ,',' 

t;." iJr:lt~n'i.~r,. ::lGnK (il'lI1Hin,':.' \.:tJn t:;e" tl'(if)Q(l lro~u (,r1.llner 
,;:lohg: ;;he LA~!.Hii ct;.:l::Iin tp V():·.·~(;['ckt 'thance to 
~;; 	 "'.'!f··' ..',- '··U *' ".~~l. I"i"}"::l:~~~' :,,'~'.",.,:" .. ,.~:~.,: ':t ~ll:{"\ \"l~'\."Q\ 	 .:. • J:.. ",.,,,':;;":,I , !:II" ,... t,;;",., 0.::.L .,I.,U..,L_.I"J,J.f.., .. ,.I. ,. 4" '" ().i.llOn­
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.' I rec~~11;;he' lcture. L~8t. price Cti~';;d'il 3(: C00. 
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'~ '" , ...." ".", " • "'!' ," q ., "1 n'" ">'J' ~ r1 u -, c)·· f' Cl 0') ,,' a l l<:i , '"t.... .,: t,l ..1. ;.; Lt .. ~ to, ~~ , ~~', j lJ ...::... L::.. y"::. ~,I l;,1.2 ..L. ~.;., ,\ i.::,.i ... • .,.\ ... c "" 

I 	""'i'\,1'1(' I"'i'"; ; l\t~l,; \'0 ce re'l 'Vered, . . , . I 1:' -..,. '. (,'\.- £. ........ ~...,./ :.•' ",.: ~",J. r v, ~ ~ '"\ ',~",. ~." 
I", • ,"". 1 ,t 'C'·. ",. '" ; ,,;. "", 'I' r.; C·j.' t'li·' ;:. t "', '1 :'1'8' ·,,·t (." 1 ~ , .:, 

J,' 

'r' "', r. '.' ";"t1 'no .... 1;;-' -, .~.f ..... t .." ... ,c... """. .... ""... ::.II ~ _..... -. ," - 1 , ~ J, ..... to.. +t ....., : ;'\"..,.. • '''''''''1'''''' 

. -"" I ,', ,r.,'1'j' "f' lC?1·3)k·'·"" . '/ 
!H1t~Olve:C(~d rrOill..... t.::; v~a l,!'~('H;er-V.Horc 
(~h~lln " ... !,. 

tr,e CL1ief, Rtet.i tutioQ branch:, 
I I' .'~:~,. 

\'..... 

t~~~~! 
1".;.\ 	 . 
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I 

''', e, n ,,'or t, rL, ~j ". 1" l' ,.;:, -1' ,t Z il<'" .', ,::t ,.i, r(;" -. (:., ,', ,"" "',';, 1.' rl <10n t; ..; l" v:; I:; ",I.. ,v~!," ,; ,;S , ,~ ,...., < 'C ".1 ..... '"~'" "" " .... 
(~itle~ 6 i ~un.no 9505) , 

roilr. H.. _I Or.lFI'd, ,Uili~;i , 
" 'I ' 

l.'.i:'l'le Picltu,:L'~~ "be.longeu 'to DI' .. a!..~'.d.Picard, ;::1unicil 
who comwitted suiici,de whet.\. h<;; was abou\ to be depcr·ted. 
I't is,cl~i!ried b,y b,is epn.· 

2. Evideni;IIY sd)len b,;yguard Kr'!'!1tH~I' in 1947 ..
• I ! . 

3., ;:iold b;;l Georg Zellner, 24', L:J,ctlma:n.'.lst., via 
J::'ran~ Hilmf.'!r, I] }'(f'unds:berget; i"rau Antlel1l'8.ri~ ~:ict:.mid t t 

7 ,ha 5,;pe nhe im~J t. 1~~~1',L~ fit, ,~31l:i {:;r .Ge me i rid ebanK, ,ar- i. encerst;. ;, 
to ·:~ieOl'fJ f:u:Hln, ' \\iibil,l,erk:l.I'ci1era r,;.. ' 

"-> I', I ' "­

4. J~es()ld Ibs ori:'f nn toDr~Sieger, 9801gast, 
::~ ttl i~ tg;~,,:t,t, for c~~1 H&J 55 t)(X frGm whom l't ,was, reeov er'ed 
ty th~ undersign~d en ~8 Apr.4B.

I I 

I 
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OFFICE OF !)iIl,ITARY GOVERN'tv!ENT .FOR G~:Rl\i1AN,[ (U.S.) 
, 'I Pr6perty Division :, 

Ii Restitution BranohI . 


I i APO 403 


18 MalI 1948 


1 I 


SUBJECT:. . Theftl and Reappearance of vi. ~iQl' 6 


"Head of a '. Bo~r
Ii' , 
• ! 
I 1 


J TO Mr. B. s. Leonard 
OMG/J3 I 


! I 


FROM R.F.I HOWARD 


, Ii. , 'V!ith respect to your letter of ;-20th of April, we 
. ! :,'1 


have requested la l~g~l opiriion as to the swiss law and the 
, ~ , i


desirability of getting this information. 
I 


I 

i 

I 


I

I 


I R. F. Howard , 
I 

I, 

i 

I
,I 
I 
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. . .. ?~ Strr(j'~ U~fi~e h)'~.1;! .rt()~e.nd.!.~rl$'na'jrl.e .9tr#.N1 the pa~j;rt.i:ng 
r~as (j~l. fO#f'l!Jd to t'~/il,'o.2;:~ Gmd' j10und o,r.ttq'e. TJJ.'tr;J' !;;;h t&;/ o! .. '. '.. 

' ..t.f~~(;~ .,()/.,It.r-;,.8,. 'A~]Pf"~:'~1 ~lr.i!:rl';'f~~ con.':i..': tdert:U1 . .t t .. as trqSh .(OJ ~':1]l.,p) ". '.
·an{~,,~;.l(l !'left eoer! lioth~r Ito~nt(~y. !t tntoht~; b~1Glf•.In..st:r;,(u! 

• , 
: ...?~.{J.' IJ.Stf.'(.l.. .tt ".for .deCOrr!i.. :t~t.~::h ·.!~~l ht&.·O.J.oomy f;};tJ'.ituf by. the t,;I.~l.tjf1ple . 
··me th(;uf of cr'tl.1 tng a rtG"tl! tnr'oU{)h the cardboard. li:ne1'1 the" 


;;l);:\{· 'room ~~'GS rec'cnt1 V zv.;i; Zte,tclt3hed there ?iYJ.sa: d t8G'U~;~~ ton (lfMJng

';~('(: .....".;.,.:....:,.,:.. , .~t!~ +~m~al.~Y:8t.·S ~~t~ t~:~~'~~r 1, ~i¥/ ~{;' 'to ''''athz ~~~~C) t~~!J..~~ t~: tnc£~!!!",!~.~ , . 
" ;.;. ;'.'" '1 w(~~ i< Q<IO' to( .::; &"<1;;. • S;;w, "," "r~... c=' ..,~ .... t,,;,...,.< ~'/j Vr;;; I w' Fcv VL '" ."",' \IH i"-.'~'';\ j;", :u, 
...:.:•• an,:.:",;'.;.:.'.;.,.?,>.',',.~'.",:.•'.. . apd f;,.f t~(J". ther'(! hat~';:p£!~g,d ito b~~ grfcl d fill'f.r<rpr r"'a:1J!.e .~and:' 
·j;·~A\·\" 

"~!l'tl';F" 

.' .. /. h$ tOOn tntfpat Ntl'~kY !'i.(Hll.t~ )'or J't t'tin.g.:'h.!8re l twas' s·t £1.1 
.' when t!~e~ .ta~ide,·e::t"n.ei1l foUrt,a, Lt. 

' ' a. 'Mil< PllltltH1l!ll Wi NtU"tl/$,q to CaP; 

.: .,.... <;fi.;;,;:~o.' ',.: I 

c:'. <t"", , I 

I· 

-'." ~"l, 

. .' 
:, .~ 
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I 
O,E' )I/DILLI:' ARY G,OVER1\Ilill~h:: ,3AVAHIA 

i 'SOOUOMIOS DIVISJ;:Ot~ 
G~m,!r:ANY ,iI.PO 407 uS ~IWIY EBIei 

i 

I 25 May 1948 

i "I.. 'w" k ~ 'm~ t dSUBJEOT , cover;y OI Ili • .I..)\.lr e1., 'llie ove!,'urne Mail-Coach 
( tIer col~.142; Mun.no.9335) 

TO : lVIr.H.S.! Leo~ard, Ohiei' IvTln~ &:A etion 
, 'I 

I 
1 

1. Subject pain;ting was confiscated at the horne of 
KarlBILLliND, Gut Schw'aighof bei Nordetidorf, LK.Donauworth.

I ~ .' , " . 
, 2. Billand, an l1nd llstr;ialist and owner of a, large 

estate, has been ian a~,t-col1ector for many years. During the 
war he, bough~ extensiviely at ~ the _~uct~ on~ of ~,t t Ie ,!r~nldu::'t aJM. 
He. also bougnt algreat deal trom I'ila:CGl.fl vchnel.der, c uendll.nger­
torplatz, Munich, whojhappened t6 bei~ Nordendorf when th~ 
un~ersigned c~ll~d. Lrit~ly GeorgHoffman~, 13 Mauerkircherst., 
Munich, has been itryidg to, push himsel+ int 0 SCfmeiders I 

position. Uqluckilyf~r him the three paintings which he sold 
to Billand, i.e.ltwo qpitzwegs and the:above men-tioned Biirkel, 
were all stolen from COP. ," , 

, 'I 1 " .,' l' t'" , , ' . t ' 
, , j. Boffru~nn states t cougin ne palrnl.ng a' an 

antique shop OIl Ithe ~Ioll.th side of Kaiserst '.' Pl'8.nkfurt· am Main,
I . . 

4, Investi t:ilons in 1!'r-anldlHt 1 be::nade by i,'ir.'IVeber, 
B'rankfur-t .It iS~ery :llike'l.;,/ tllat the p~cture was· stolen by inner. 

j 
I 
I I 

! 

I 
I 
i 
i' us Civiliarti 

MF{~ AOf"ficer 
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CllFICE O~ MILtTARY GoV':rmNIv1.t:NT 
I priOPEHT"It' DIVISION 

llliS'fI'rUT rdN BRANCH MltA&A 
MUNICH ctlJrw,l ANY! .1\1:;0 40·7 -A 
'. I ! 

·4G-O.07.,1iIGllI'illB ' 1II 

.SUBJ:EOT :Recov e.ry' of. ~w.o Hoths child jewels and 

from the Hitler collection. . I . 
TO : Mr. H. SI. Leo nbrd. Chis f, 1!t A&I\ Se crti on.Ii' ~ , . , 

1. One day \ 1,•• t !'wee k ano1 d "oman limpedint 0 the of{i c. 
of Kri.po.\~achtroeil,ter W.aldhPr an.d. geo1a;:ed t'hat she wa,s a distant 
relative ,of fl'rau Krinner. ahe had ~~li'rau Krinner'saister 
·that theKri.nnert~\1nil~l was hiding what was dasoribedas "e dia­
mond necklace" .She had la180 heard. that one ot the:rJinner, boys 
had sol~l a silver\pl~t~er and that the, family had received Care 
~ackag~s from an Ameriosn allegedly for goods received. , 

.: I . 

2. IOn 23 Aq,gust Itheundersigned together with Herr Wald­
h(jr questioned l."r!:iu: Kriinner'e siater ,w.ho is a't odds with ~'l'au 
Krlnner. rrhe w.oma'd suoc:eeded ad: :nlrably well in corifirmingthe 
story while at tndsarne l tLue refusin~;totestifyagaillst her sister. 
It w~a revealed t~at th¢ sbove fact8bepame known to her through 
~nd.i.acFet remarks I\on the., part of Gerta Kr.lnner, one Of.' t.l:1e older 
daug.}:.ltera. . \ " , . 

:5. The undersigned tog.etha r with Herr (Naldho.r int erroga ted 
the, Krinner couple\ on' 25 .August. It was. found, that :/!"'ra,u K.rlnner, 
who~s by far the more intelligent of the two and who ha.s an 
excellentweznoIY .fbr p.ictures, had known all along abou.ther hus­
bands thefts .After Iconfrontation with the new faO"tiS described , 
aboveKrl,nne~adml.ttred tIte theft of the two 16 th century jewels 
bel0.n~lng totheA.~utr1Brn Rothschi Ids. He furt.her ad~it,ted to 
have~tolen: from ~he box c0r:ttaining ChriBt,~anti:berpro:p~rty .Olle 
silv~:l'.platt~r (so~d to \~ Hungarien cook, named' Lola or Lu·k.a, 
empl·oyedat the Siemern i~chool), China- wDre.( 6 soup pJ;.ates, ' 

dinne:,r: pl'a tee, 6\breadi pIa tea, 4 cup, and sauoers8nda ·sugar­
bowl,~l:t sold to aln 'American captain at the 99 th General Hospital) 
an.d·4fj,gurines ( a; rider, a fenoer; two doves ,sold. to' ·the· same 
cap.ta1.n:).·•. ' . \ i.. ' ' . ,',' • '. .... . I '. . . 

.4. The interroga~1on produoedsome intereetli,lg s.ide 
lig-4ts,9t.'rau Krinlle,r sta~edfi;h8t her ..husband wh1le stealing the 
jewels had picked uix, bilt diecardt;d fo·uI' because he did not like..' I \ 

I 

I 

\ 

\ 

\ 

, \ 
I 

RG 

~ """.;> ""I' 
t-·~·-·- . , 

, PRODUCED AT THE NAnONAI::AF~:.~::::l ii, 
RE "'~'~f' . 

I 

. 117617 

.• I .. ,_ 

FOR BAV;.\1U A 

SECTION 
',:,i"BI •.US .AltJ.vW pof •• / 

Septemper 1948 

a p~inting 



, \".. i 
I 
j 
. i 

I 

I 
• '1' I 	 , 

thetA aad did noioo.ns1derthem to 'be valuable. Even after he had" 
brough:t the two ·recovered pieoes home. he doubted that he conld . 
dispose at them and ISu.gg~sted tha t h1's smaller ohildren. 1I!1ght . 
l.ike to pla.y. with tJ'j.sm. He nev·er ru,cognieed the pieoell a~·'pen­
dants but. thought t4ey we;re some lam.p attachment .. With regard 
to the Chl.fUi a;remaz:okable explanation was given for fact t.Mt 
onlY four .1nstead 0~'B1x ~uvwer~ aeld.Krinner bad put six cups· 
a.side, \)ut when he w~nted' lito take them ont there were,on.ly fo.ur 
Ie it. .' \·.r·. ;' 

. 5. On 28 Augast Fra11 Krinner returned the ·two Rothsohild. 
j.ee;vele together with~stole'n .P4'U.' nt1ng; Joh.Math.RaQfiil t \fJoma.·n and 
8thild ,drosSing a ~reek (H:itler Goll. 435).it renevfilllnvest1gation
diael Dsed SOLnil' lmpot,tant facts,. '." 

s ) 	Zellner, while br1Jfins Fr1lll'ler abou" wnat to, reveal ani):"ha~ not, 
a:.Llegedly a·hewed, 1Ja lis.t.to Krinner> enwner~tlng about ~welve '. 
psi.n:tings; which Zellner had gu. ii aside. .' , . 
, '. I I ~'(4·· 	 " 

'0) 	 J;{rinner got togather hd.s .... ?tM 5.000. - (which waBseemi~:tY borr.o,w.e 
f'roms t'rienC1 of I~he f~mily, i'r·sll. Doering, Z1~1:lanat r~Klein~a&-. 
dernJbythe simp~e d~v~ce of at ealing between '2 gnd·) ·kg:i!l ... 
vel' f.i'um. the Whit's rtlls!!,ian tl."aasu.re c.il\\."llt .. He wa:~ass~~t.ed 'by' . 
wetseh packer !-iii t1terarj, .who. helped. 'himself to Bev'~r~~J.:. }tilogramms 

. ott Qilv\-!.'X' (mo;;rst1Is sgoons) .Th~silver wiH3so1d b$Mitterer~o 
'. .. •.• \. I· 	 .'
flP's on ZW81brUCKenatrasse. 

c ):Ene'pacltera he.d . ahla~~e~lY Ii seore~ h.idih8 pIa.co 1ntl1e,;oom.. . 
'0: lO'b:€ftweell tw 0 ;OOl\lt:1PS. Tld~ s e';;{hl;l . to b~th e t·w6.,.all;:olo.$;e:.~1$~' 

i.:n·'the o~nter of rthe .rpom~ . . ... '. , 
ol, ·Fc:cmer-.:ifetsc.hpl3.o~ar .Jb.~l. :iia~anbeer,l( ~ .Bolivar£t:rl~~is ~a,1d 

t,o have stolen s small! gobel:l.rl repl?OSl?ntlng hGirlanll"a Bo~ J 
th~:frameis saidl &0 b~COVt;red\ wi·Vb. l.:rovm velve-t; . ...• .' 

.~ }.rl:h~j·ewell'Y wa~ up for i sale. ~1 th' ,one ;b'8lias c 11,. a· Ii:u.at~J1i~;.Q" _ho 
.. ·...l..J.V.·.~. e.';.>. ,tLl. .. ~:Belgradelitr·. o,ror Kolnecrp18t~.His Illn~la,d3tsnaDle '1e ' 
FrauDi~11. • 

f )](1'1rtne~'gave at least ~1x paintings to Wetsoh paiQkEir:.~.Q1"dan
Cthus f'sr only twp hs.d\ been admitted .<I:t seems tluat~ve:nmore 
:t'hall,six went ~ha~ ftay) .Jordan is said to hav0·b.oe;~~;~~J.hat 

. he encesto.le "1 :p~p.ce 6f jewelry (o~ t.;l,ofd) righ",;u.nqer:the 
·fiQse,ot,Dr.Uanfsttlenglf Jordan ment1~)t4e4 to Kl'1nner!~~f1t he 

,>JI9.gnt :ge;thlm 8wiss f·rance ~ He .1s said. to have rev~l'Yed. " 
:Defre.g~.er, Bleepin~, Boy ~ which Krinner took from the, l'.ac·k.s. 

g} 	 zeiner allegedly pointJd O\1~ to Kl'itU'l~r the small i'!:ei1~p.
~r6ck:figUreB'betollg1~~ to Almas Dietrich~ 
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SUBJECT: 

TO 

'OFJ!'IGE OF ....,.,;.0. ..... ' .......... , . ..,.,... 'GOVERNIVlENT ,FOR 

I 

I 

AP04fJ7 ',', ,'.; .' 
. ts,and .Archives"Section 
o11e'ct1rig .Point! ..' . 

· I' 

· !I 

l DatG 10 September 1948 
" i 

iorks ofa1t st61en from CCF recovered. 
• II 

. TIlr. Herbert ;3 Leonard, . Chief.; MFA&A. ', 
I ..' 

Section 

. " i . 

',., ' '" 
:'. , 

..,,,". 

. .. . .. . 
i ' ., I

I 

T~' On 9 i3ept • Frau. Krinn8r asked the undersigned tllat 
. he ~isi~ her at her!hOQs$. The~e he was gi~en two ~ackages with 
5ilvel' and two Y'ainit s ~ . . ~, . I 

2. It was S~Oh;lbtiCed. that Frau Krilmer had more' ou'her. 

mind' than these.i teins • After . persistent. proddil).g. for more than 

an hour she finallYipres~nted the. uhdersignedwi thsev'eYi more' 


ntings. She further. a.dmitted a hiding place of ,at least M"u:.~e··· 
morepaintings'which s~~fprbmised tonahd over the following -c. 

day • She 'further ga)ve naoie and address cf a .r;18.11 CJLLgh ilihom she ":\.: 
....sold silver , i.e. lvrax Keilerms.l1n, 7 Geigerst. Iv1lincl'ien-:Laim.TJ,1is 

. mall 'iNho according t:o Frau Krirmer knew that he 'vVas dealing vJit.h:: 
stolen goods ,receijved 6 1 1 and 6' small spoons, forks .and 
.knives, a soup scoo~, a.large vegetable spbon, a fish slice, a" 
teapot and a fevv otiher i~ems , 'altogether arcund 48 nieces.

" .. . . Ii" '. ' . . 
3. I,ist of irecovrred en~s. . . 

" -p_C!.-:' l' I" +11' ·n·pi:>0 ' "" Ir •• .Lv ~ . ,. I . .". '.. ; '. 
a) C. SPiitzweg H Mlinclll1er Tand'elmarktl! tl~:r C611.-680",~·:,. 

,.:':! :nJ..rIIU'~'W"!i:>r"i'.',... " .,..1 Ii J'Ecm,ich NO. ,940,4':'.b). Ii •. _".,... ... <:: 'a:32u::"t ......L ".~Hitler Coll.2569:· 
Munich Ho 9527.'.; 

c) H. v.!}:vrakar:t"Portrait of a L?..dyll tler (;011.14:38.';
.:. .' . '. . . MunichN 0 ,95.0.Q •.J" 

d) E. v ~Niezky "In'Expectation" Stadt .Gal.][ch i:[o660'7Y"\~':~I 
. e}' D18./3 /I1F.16wter piece"Jewish prQP.erty GoTdschm.i'tt".',' . 

. . Iiiaxi
j
mi1iahst. eyac. by Pinakothek to .' ." : ' .' .. 

. Rai tlsnhaslach . 
f) Aert Ivan d:er er aD.clscapein M00l1shine l1 

'­

RG 

Box 

'1 (:';.1t,8 Pin~kothe~Ho ~44? (3t17~) ... 
g) V~:rback!loev.en "dt,e 1n a ;jtable" lYlUTnch No. 199.71:): 

'belo~ging to AlmaS-Dietrich) 
.11) Karl Hottm.'ann HTl:~e IIohe Ilt! I\Iountain' 

at'S:unset (ovvnersfIip unknown.) 
r (AIt!e Pinkaothek No' 10 81e)·· '., 

i)G. C.U:rlau~ "Cava;lry Attac1i~1 (B~uerberg" . 
" I Jevdlsl1pl"op. G.Rosenthal . Mt.U~ich: No'39 

i '. i . Ill'v.No 49/22 

I . I 

'.,,' 

.--1..;.. 

..·_..'.."u·..,...... .".:Y .... :,_ '>,. 
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13. silJer 
I :a) three la~ge spoons 

b) twojfiShislices
c) two cake !slices 
d) two/tea sieves 
e) six salt icellars 
All siiver pieces belong to the Vfhi te Russian 
SilverITrea~ure. 

C. J!'ans ' 
I ' 

a) twollargJ ostrich fans ' 

b) one small lace fan of Venetian make 

both irms iaid to have been taken from a 13elgian trunk. 


f:h~~ 
EDGAR BHEITENBACH 
11FA&A Officer 
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thrown, in for good me1sure1 

\ \ 1m 
I. I 

I . 

"',li1' 0"ll

1. On 10 
aners inc 

,.' Y'" "r"; "''-' ,1 I~!)
/.) L ....... l , ...... ,...,. .,,' u. .. "
•
h.;'" \/,88 C,;,:iven 

I i 
recbvcred work::: 

". :'" i\ .. :~·<'I1 • .::; • .J..;~"'"tQ "n" rid '"i:J', 

oef;t. i in tl~e late 
I' her t.oe~cf 

Ii.:::, J :i Ii er. i'; .3 i t i 2 
'..A....... I
I . . .four 1rlJte,eat 

"l 

I ; 

I I 

• 

15 ~e.pt. 1933 . .sB/1' 0 

of C;.lrt stolen ~rom Cei. 

Ge cti on 

2verrli the unders ned called on 
e e r; '" l' ,,!~ '_i d i. hieh u L r in tl e r: r~ L"_ 

IC U:;; t 0 r:i e r J no VIi cd t e r 8. n i2I" It··, l'~.t.; 'I'P £~ l' tl '.', .\. nr· ::;,.\ ·1 t.1 1. i:.i L::;VIV:J-" -'-' " ­

2. On 12 $ept. b'~su K~inner appeared in \he oftice ot the 
unde;"!.1 ig.ried and. delive'red o~e l:in~ko1iliQk palrrl.linB (D. uysels) and 
one ::t"an both of 'r;hich\ she [led fOl'got;ten t·o dcli·ver .. This 6HH1m.e an­
derstandia'bl.e in v1~w ofth.6 i·great Iluw.ber of objectswh1ch had passed 
thrGugh he.rl~,l(h:t. 1Q. the cou.rse ottne COftvtt;c·$£lti1.CIl 
1 t be(~ame,e~ iae!:.t thatl Fr&11 \'K~:inller had 
objeots.' ;;]1:1<1$ so.lIuft.hlngt~rnea c,utito be 
proddi!+g:sha pulled ou~ ':Jf ~er ~aH.tdbag" 
i t WS~ ..a'b.O,ut. to be.pr..otographed or elSE! 
11 10. ' .' \: 

, ", , 1 1 " 

zore ia. tv,U' 
a m1nla;~ure 

1:lar.llu.shan~ 
took it f'r'om 

WlUcn. followed 
mi,n01i,hh.fl. thtlt)l;O , 

\i\h1ch after ID,UCJl 
aiale1t,when 

a. 'safe in. room 

.. 


" 

. J. ~riiu lb·inner ~u.rtllfj:r returneli two sUlall (lval$ba,ped green 
seat1-.prec·1cu18 stoa8S wf?iCh ~he so.vs her lluscand reQ~1v~4.. tr.om Zelln.e;r 
as a pay, off fal' lettilfg Ze~hller enter room 0' 10 at~h~'),1:mewhen one 
of ~he· ,safetrs. ~~ppentt~ ~o be lope a. , :rhe~wo (3 toneawere ~t::.t:::~~to 8 piee.e
of Jewelry reprt:HHHlti1ne;. & lH~anC.tl.trall Kr1.nner declar(fdthfii.:t she il:Ji~­
pli!ced.theIDet~,l 'part whiou. lila; said to have been t&0ldylated' silver• .'. .' ". . \ i 	 . .'. 

··4.!,~:·Llet o.t reoovered1;tems: 
.... "~~v~dra1nt inas. \ I 
.... ;. .~:',"J....Gi.lardl (?) iftia1to Brlise., (A1u.n. t4r. 42 626) 

. .... ." r;' 	 .... 
.. 2.•, W111roider,Landscape with Peasant pl,owln'iSl,pwner.Stadt.

galter!e MUncllea, 1av. No .499~ ....,. '. 

:;. Ii .. 11. v It d. Neer, Land Ill<l,p. wi til Tob1." and:t"h~\ Angel .• 
owneJt: &l.Y r.StaatsgemladeSaDHJ.,l~~,n,S:chJf.ll.ss­
helm. iGallerie, 1nv.50. ~~2" .........<.;;<.,e weet ..... " .. 

4. D.Gysels, DQto~ Villa.ge/ on a IU..ver baok;.:~~,,!ner r Bayr. 
Staa tagem~UdeEuimmlurlg;en, So1l1e1~8.~e~m Gallerie; 

,in" .. No 276l .' ': ';'. ". 
\ ,:., 	 ().. ....... ' 


5. 	Otto Fedder, ~var1an t4ailcoaoh in a m~Qtaln.·;~andscapei 
Jew1:sh property: Dav:1daohn .:M\ln~:~()! 3.6l71 

I 
I 	 .1•.I 

I 

I 
i 

, ) 

-' 

. , 

":-,, 

117621 
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.SUBJECT: 
" : 

'--. .! TO : 

1. 
Hilmer, 

. 2. 

1 

I,,. 
. . ..[ .' ·ii . . 

OFFICJ:''O'F'j~f[L1T~1~Y.GOVEm.Nl~rn;NT FOR BAVARIA 
. .'1 . .. ... I APO 407 ' t .' . . 

Monuments; IFinelArts,andArchives Section 
. ..' . Ce~tral .jCollecting 'Foint 

.1 

I i 
, I
I .1 
. I Dat8 

carl 3~itz~?dbhe PavoTiteSpot
.t:: ,P '", 'J; " .. 

.22 ~$ p.t:.,; 49.. 

(£itler coIl. No Ij8~)'
(iuetri'. ~~o.' 1,8G/l)'" ,.I . t ' 

IntelliQ~npe De~art~e~t 7iles. 
';1' ... 'I ! -. 

, i • 
Sta n by Krifiner, sold through the chain Zellner, 
er, von BOrCk, fillmann. 

'! " I .' " 
Sold, b;y .G,illLmarn to Dr'.• ,E.Decani, 28Widenmayerst-r. for" 

·Iil\JI gO~OOO.-:,,'with Frau asbauer, ·31 Hohenstaufe· r., a black-, 
mark.et. peddler, actihg as1aninterrnediary. 

3. Sold by DecLni tb Dr" nold, 8,wiss lawyer in Singenc and 
Scha:ffhausen, who resbld iit for l:/frcs 60 aoe.-·to Dr. F.~Tathan:, 
Ga,llen in hr. 48.Narhan.30 it again for S cs,800,o.­

. ", I ' .. 
4. Th~ painting Wa~ slightly r~stored by Eugen Zdller,31 

zollernstr. arou,nd Ci:l!cistmas 1947 at the expense of Gillmann. 
time it was offeredfbraale by Ernst iedrich B. Heube 

. 'str. 'Gau~ing. .. ',' I .' I. .", ," 
5 • It has a ccidenta)_ly shown byr:'athan.t 0 Dr .l:';;'b.erhard

enl in Wer.::r. 43. ' 
. I 16.aeturned to Cent:tal Collect }Yoint. bJ' ani. 
'. 1 

I 
I 

I 

I 

! 
! 
I 

EDGiill BE'E}I'.l:BNJ3~CH 
U~ Civilian 
!il!1A&-ii Officer 

stae in St. 

Sept. 194;3 ~ 

.,' : 

\ . 

..,,;. >,1 

, ., 

. '.
'./ ' 

REPRODUCED AT THE NAnONAcAF:C'~~':!::~: 
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.... -­

;1 
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I
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I: '., . " 

! 

I I 	 22 "to-"" 48 

}i, ;;v·.n.!.'", 'f 1:., r' " '.:> t'j'''' A L ,,,, ,;;, ",~;, !4 ," (:, l' ,,"'j 1""'0' WI •M',. '"~' ';,......... ,,~, f .. ,' ""I> - ~ If '\J '. 	 'til,.. ... -"",' _ -"JO .... ,. - '-#" . '. - .,. 


w'f;r.n.:::;.~.tJl)r,!?l"d,:';hlt'f, O~l\;.t::ri-e:"'.lti!!..fTlflE.i 	 l·;(..<tdv~·>i:tArts iHi.a 

I ! 
I I 

1 . !'i J, ~ r','~" " bt'in "'H" ,: ri"n~.l' N­or.. 	 V,',ll" 
",.~.. '.; ,',.', ,. "'1'''~' "",.'" h A "'I" l' . "".,n,'. I' >."-'ill,.,."" "i··i··';" ~'.k;::;r .1"'." .."I'.',··o•• l'c,.,.,i' n'{At ~·t::·1-1~ t'v'\"' ..,\l:,.".,., ....... .".,. ~I'"" [;..,ltI \ •• I:..~ ,.1.\.~. v~ .11"'<,. '( ..f~....l.:~~< "~_'.' ~~'" ~___ l ... """ .. t \.;l c:;.I,~"', _ -...- .... 


·"·r·'t;, ..,,,+,j·\VP, ""I·:,Oi1t:;' 1:"'~~<"'1>"~"·"'1 al'lv-etl.""""''''·ii!i'l!';;' 1f "C\"~BI' 'ra ~. ithi); .am.";!~.nt·.1..,.'v't;;J, \Io.~ .. " 'i""'".'"'~''' iitf,4I!I;.\i:.I '"i..t,. ,. __ f u ...·~·"* ~ '"" ..... \W_ " \J .......~ _,.;1; 


H€ e ,1 r.H1 to b·::li1 tl t: r 	 E:i\~,i'; 'I'; ii nd qI,.lt • 
, j , ," 

2. ;,;,il"v'er \,lif,H.l; ~old throll8h one 01;' l';.er nei8l'lboxs, O£HII 
?F.'."".\ l'l';.'r"",.~n·i 'i'''~I:1''''''I'···",~, '7' }',O" ''''',''\\''''''''r ·I·h'~ _", •.:r ';,;@l'l· ':~·"'.j';o·r'" :'.4' ",\.,,~Q;ol .. 10. ~ .1.. "-, .... I~~'\o"" '" ...... 110 , ..., ..... l. ,,_, ,I. ,,~.. , ~"v ."- tr, 'la _ tot' t.I • 1 .....,&; \.,:1 t'" r,; ~ ... :.,< fC,l ",~ 'iW .... .Il. \111'&'."" 

0,d,i:,:1 n o'ftll.e s 11v e:r. I I 
. . I . 

. ... ,. .... I.. t.. 1'1 ~....".i. h ..." " . t;.," ....:;. i:\ll. I'!cl;;HUl p;r't:ttfHl{HH~ f:i.'; :.t. :r-211 \Ina" ,.f] Iiao. fi O.l.e! o'\ler'yu.l.Hi~ 
'{'··o'· ......"'''0''"'f1 l"",,,,,. r:n ;·,:2·!-'\'v.,n ""·'1' ';il":""'l l""" .."':I!", ·ff')·i·''':; hO~""'''';'';' 1~ .. t·h .."t· '" Ii \4,f,.\I.~I."\. n~, c.r ,.. ,viW W, 	 '>"'~\"" Ji.JIo.;-. i,iii Y .: .. , ~.\'~"4. ,L'i.:,ii ~t ~:.J ..! ...... ~j .1 v,...- '# __ .... , 1"1",,,,,",,;0 _ 

f·("'~l';t·""ll.' t'" "'.""i:'·",~'':-'·P 	 t~j:lliil' H""'!:;"!l ,··,···· ..··,."''''t'i:.. ","~it,· ..!l"l if'C,'i.".1.r,,· ).,.;if.i 1""', t'~,~'"~.4 ,.....~ 't,J \of' .... ·v .".':...t "'~' .•< ""',....'-ti _ 14'",.;,' ...... " JI,:';" ;V7'L~ ..... · .... J 0'1'''' ,:.t. .. ,.,... '" ..... ~A.lI.iO ...... ~""MIfo ,,., .I. ..... \<ii 

oOir.d..n~~ t;r ir] 1. \.~hiltl in ;j",~;j;;B rti' (J ~)~ ,d"'j;.+ :l:():~'l J L·) (,dt' 1'1 t., bli1 

(~hOI1! e the '\'~i:ii f:u.rt c; bn~' i. ·,:,;1.~t.r:1e W.tl ;):';'1$ aGe ~nd ·l1~.2· 
$;lC t ~,J Et J-·.ll" t~ t i'1 'i. J~ f~ t;.Lltl:: 1·~.i~. n ail ~~,1::: q ti~j. !'"it t5..tiC d o.f (:;1 u • 

I i 
4. r0tr10ve~ 3' items are: 

" .) . I.' 
!;; ••:mt'tN cJ.l~cona 

i.·~.; q '" '. ,'~ i '.'l< 7. ". ," I., " 
,~ ..... ~'llw. ~""'"- t.~ V ".' ~ "- ........ 

fjt t~·Ul.~~ 11 oj? CJx'li~s 

6 .1 a:i;~ Cie \it "til! h. ':.0 


6 small 'k~lft; 

~ I

1 ~arga &~rv1c~ S ono 
....,i· ..I.'" V"'T'j" ,.;. (f) 1" ,i. I- . 
Ii;.1 ~ '... \t.1~·1 f.;;.I f,'", (1' "\:11 

1 silver tea pet. 
I rd tii:!ls ana CI":':li"~lS t'~Vt~ b",kJf.i··o:a:riil.fu,11y :polished oft on 

all pitH)I::"$ but .one. 'i:(r~r1lHH'!d€cl~rEH5, hO'itl!lver,tha'" 13 .. (~ril ccje;~~ ;jl~ 
8baJ\l~ li~t .has been tak'lHi fe'om the '>'ihite ;;:;1<;'.(1 silveri;I'0e~W~ e. 

. 	 ':. 

r Y;j n~:JH 
05 Uivi11an 
A&~Oft1cer 

RG 

Box 

>I; ""'. 

http:o'\ler'yu.l.Hi
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OFPIOE 01 M'ILlf.ARI GOVERNMENT FOR BAVAiIA 
. IPROPE.RfY DIYISIOI H/ .RESTI!llfION BRIIOH BaA SBCfIOB ED ap 

MUNICH ~BRMI.ANY \ APO 407-4 US ARMY 

Ae-007-MGB~/B I 	 4 November 1948 
. ! 
i 
i 

Dr.I.P.Be.nwett! I 

H~l"isbur& State Hospital
Harr1eburs, Pa I . : . 

near 1)r. Benwett.\ 
. I . . . 

, Last spring! Yla discovered that 8. great ftWlber 01 
paintings, poroel+ain,i silverware and other valu.sblee· had been 
stolen from the Csntra+ Oolleot1ns POint Munich by one of Ollr 
guards who reoent+yr,oeived a Jail sen-tanoo of several years.
Hls name 18 lU'bert ltnnner.

I 
. 

. 
I 	 . 

. '. In the oour~. of .tnQl 1nterrogat10J18 i.t was reveale,d 
thatKr1nner~Qld to yqu a considerable ~OUAt ot the etolen 
items. .) 

. I ; 	 .' . 

Kri.tUler states that he made lOU believe that he was 
selling the ob~eo~e oa':behalf of. a fwnilJ ill d18treS8.•. At' the 
same time M 1ns;L~ts that youkAswwhere he .w&eeraploy.e4, a 
faot wniah might ~ave aroused your suspicion. It 18 our earnest 
dosire to settle the affair pr1vat:il. We mu.st 1nsist. however. 
that ~OU. retl.1r.n t~ us 1IlIlf:llod1a.toJ.y '. . the obJeots you acquired.
from Xrinner. The~ 8ho~ld be ",ell packed and adequatelJ insured. 

\ . 

I 

I 


EJ)()All BUI1'ENBAOH 

US OIVILI. 


DAtA. O"IOER 

I 

I 
I 

I 

\ 

I 
. . I ' Q

Telephone; 	MQnioh M1l1tar,r 4-3,8 
M~ich P1Vl1i32404 

I I 
I ! 

I 
I 

I 
\ 

I 
I 

I 
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I H9.rrisburg state Hospi tal 
I 

Harrisburg, Penna.iI , November 22, 1948 

"t b 111 ! ffi 
Office of MG for iBavar~a 
Property DivisioIl;, Res;titution Branch, IvIFA&.A section 
Munich, Gennany; NY A"PO &-07-11. 

Edgar BraJ. enac·, lYlFA&A 0 cer 

I : 

. bl :
Dear Mr. BreJ. ten ach: i

,I i 
M~ wife: and I were distressed to receive your 


communication 01'1 Nove~ber 4, 1948 stating that an Albert Krinner 

had been found ~ui~ty: of stealing prop~rty ~ntrusted to his care 

and that we, un~wJ.ngiy and on good faJ.th,mJ.ght have received . 

such stolen property. I . 


I I 
Mr;. Kri~er couli speak no English bu t from my 


scant German I gather~d this information: He represented himself 

to us as a cle rk: in an office in Munich's City Hall. He never 

mentioned having been! employed as a guard at IIfIunich' s Central 

Collecting Point'; and: we never considered the possibility of his 

having daily codtactWith Americans because this was not mentioned 
by him. and because he; appeared to neither understand nor speak 
English. He exp]ainedi to us that the items were mostly from the 
members of his o:wn fa+nily and were family he ir-looms, inasmuchas 
nany h9.d a story; atta~hed to them, this seemed reasonable to us. 
He sta ted he ha~ two brothers who a t one time had been fairly well 
off: one a profe1ssor in Nurnberg and the other a former Colonel 
in the German A~r Force. 'His second wife's family also was well-to 
do and' bad Siived! in F;rance. This fitted in, too, as mes t of the 
items were Frenc:h and! not German. Mr Krinner's gener¢al appearance 
was that of a weill-mannered German who spoke French and who . .bad 
had e~ident good breeding and education. A few of the items he 
stated had been igivenl to him by friends to be sold for them. 

, BJcause:Of his appare~t inability to support his 
large family of !10-13i children adequa tely due to his poor finan­
cial circumstances and poor physical health, my ~wife and I on 
our return to the st~ltes, have nadopted"his family, with others, 
by sending them Ipacka~ges of old clothes and food. 

We natur.ally are interested in returning to you 
all objects Kr1r1ner did not receive honestly•.AS you canappreci­
ate, however, it is da.fficult differentiating these from property 
belonging to hi~ own family or loaned him by friends for sale. AS 
an examplel we ~irst met him December, 1946; it hardly seems 
rea sonable to assume :tha t he could bave begun stealing at that 
time and not discover~d before the spring of '48 and so the items 
bought from him ithen were probably his own. Other items are of 
no value such as pos:tals of Italy and travel-books, which are 
no doubt'also h~s. If! you could send a list of items stolen by
ha, it would b~ a simple matter for us to identify them and thus 
speed their return to: your office. 

wJll t~ese items be sent to you collect or how? In 
the case of itenis, as figurines, moderately or rnarkedlydestroyed 

I I 

117625 
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,"~~"... 

I 


en route so as to haJe no' !monetary value--do you wish these to be 
returned regardless lof their condition? How am I to determine the 
ttadequa te insurance'r :ml~SS you send a l~st of objects with their 
assess,ed values'! WhO ~s to pay for suc~ msuranoe?I t wouJd appear 
that a representative in Ithe states to inventory and remove these 
items might be preferable, Is this possible?

I I 
1 ! 

I 

! Sincerely yours, 


f vftc., 'f:- ;ae."kH, ",. 'P, 
Ivan F Bennett, WID 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
. 	I­

I 


REPRODUCED AT THE NAT;ONA~AF:Cl-liVE~';:.: .. 
,•.• ""\"-~"'~f""-"""::t'~'''''' ~ 
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,>"",',,>,", ,l" ""'I'>!"., "If 1 11" r'""11 It 'If""""'~'.. " ,,' ",',','",'~'" ,,',' ,,-, 

,I 

Die von meine~ Mann: Albert KRINNERan Dr. Ivan ,F.BENN15TT 

verkauften Geg1enstahde sind ohne Ausnahme sus dem Central 
'\ ! " , ' 

Ccllecting Point von mel.nem. Manne entwendet worden. 
\ ' : 

I 

\ 
14.Dezember 1948 

\ 

\ 

S 
, 

:t a Le men tI 
\ 

The obJ"ects whi'ch mv\ husband Albert KRINNER sold toI " ; , 
Dr. Ivan F.BENNETT were stolen without exception by my husband 
from theCentrai Colie cting Point. 

\ \ 
• I I 

I 

14 December 48 
I
\ 

'" 
, j 

'I 

i 
I 

! /, 
1,11 

J~ 
i~i 
./ 

, "
.,' 

I, 

i 

"I 
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~ ~tk 1 I run.! 

. I . . 
Die von meinem Mann Albert KRINNER an Dr. Ivan F.BENNETT 
~erkauften Gege!nstl:ln~e sind ohne' Ausnahme .aus dem Ce~tral . 
Collecting Point von:meinem Manne entwendetworden. 

i*,~A(/rVr ~< 
I , I . 

14.Dezember 194i 

I 
I 1 

I ,. ,
. S tate men t· 

I 'i . 
~he objects, Whi?h my!hUSband A.lbert KRINNER sold to 
Dr. Ivan F.BENNETT were stolen without exception by my husband 
from the- Centra+. Colle cting Point.• 

I 
I 

114 December 48 i 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

,,' 

.} . 

I 
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",. ' ~. ': , , I " "1 " , ,,",' ' ",'," ,
OFFloE OF MliJ~"XA.ay 'GOVERN~.E1fT.," pca 'BAVARIA 

,~' I ,'~a'OPJ~R~YDIVISle~ , 
RE3,TITUTIGN B'RAKCHMF'A:&A5EOTIOlf ' 

-MUNICH abRMKNY" Ai'O ,407";'A 'USAR:MY"BBiblt
! "I 

'j 

" , , 'I ' 

AG...O(i'l7-MG$P/B, ' \ ! 

, I 
,Dr.l'Vlln F .:senn"tt,t , '\ 
B.~r~l~l)i1r& ,StateIEioep~t61" 
Har~isburg. Petl'na -\ i 

,,- I 

-- I ' 
- DearD~~Bennett. ! 

, "" h 
A,i ' :1..1.. t ' f , "we ,.appt.:eciatl. youp speew.y res pense n vue mater C), 

IAlbert Krlnner. , · !, , " I 

Astaternent ~yFr~u. Krtuner' 1~ on fllein this,office 

aooo;rd1ngt,Qwhieh alli obje~t8 sold to ~ou b;y her husb6:nd 

were stol;enat t~'e Cen~ral Co'llectingpoint. The ohina 

figu.rines and eto:newarf! were allpllf9red by Kr1nnerfro~ 

boxe.s conta!nlng, ~heconf:lsoated property ota cis. Nazi 

who in turn loote,l In'l!'rance., 

" We have no:'r~pres~ntative lnthe· Uni ted States ,and 

wOYlld. therefore have to appeal to the Department o;f Juet10e 

,fQr' $:~s1Btenoe.i I~ as ~uch as the objects were acqul:l'edby
yoloi ~n ,8 qu1.te .,,1Ut~utho:t;'1ze4 manner, such ate,pa would hardly 
)l8 in your i.nt~!re~ t,. Xh,l;1iJ i~ order to sa.ve yo\irem'baratJ smslit " 
we :r:Etqu.f!stt,h&,tyou re~urn at once tou,a all ob'Jects, including 
the brokenon~IIS.Theo0at,for pac.kingsnd s4ipping 'has 
Ob'V1o\ls1yt,o~eb9rne ~y yeuo The insuranoe valu.e should be' 

.set at. ~ 1.OcY9\ ( onet~ouBand ). 

'Sincerely yours, 

I 
" 

STEFAN P MONSIWGI, 
,, Chi et, Monuments,ltip.e Arts, 

and A,rch1vea Section 
Restitution Branoh' 

I 

i 

'~elepl;lorie;Mu~1ch M~lita.rl 4-398 
M~nichOiv1132404

I " 
I 

Box . "--::::r 
.1 
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F~~~~lei~.ftii1e~Hatl~nif!lfm DORies lie Stral9llt Bill ofLadino. adoptedb1'Carriers in ODi~iaUoatherl1. Wedern andIIlinoi.Classification territorie•• Mal'cll 15.1922. asa~e~Au~~:193:, ~!iIIe' 


THIS MEMOR·A·NDUM is an acknowledgment lbal a Bill iii Lading·ltas· been iSSIIed and is not theOrigil1al 3rd Sheet 

Billiel Lading nor a C\!Jry or duplicate coYering the !I!'(lIIer\,y named herein, and is Shipper's No.~----;-______ 
intended ISOlelY lor 61, Il:t record. . 

Agent's No._______ 

READ INGCOMPANY 
", .\" . I . i, 

M:CElVED. sublect to the cla,sifications i!nd ta"iffs in. ,lIect on tile date of the rereipt ,1IJ the !:arrier af the proplrly destribed in the Ori~.inal Bill ot ~at!inl!.\ . 

At . ,';i; br'CC""! '. ,~.. ,,, ,,' ~I ~c'Adi94_'_.F.-nm"'N ... ·'.f.. ··"·f'·r~· . ./.!)A 
. .. . .." ... 4;...... \,_0 t _"'.. \.- l (i. VP!:,\i-',./1 f;~'1'''',; ---lf1iI~,;l , ,L"wl,<;·~.l"·· .. ,' .. i "..;:',(_:;;:......~~. 

the property deseribed below, in Apparent goe<d OrdGT, except a$ noted ~eont~nts and ~orunttl)n of contents of paCkages UnkntJl;¥n), mtu:1redt ~nsigned. And d~!1ttned as Indic~.ted below. {if. add comluUl,. ~ 
(the word wllipany being undc~stood thrnughout thiS contract as meaning any peT~ or e»rpr.ration in p05i!f:S1Iion.of the property under the cnntract) agrt!es t.6 car~t to its usual ptACO of ~l'1 ..t ~", 
desUnatlon. if on its own rood or its {!wn watel line. othcrwise to delivElI'!t.o another carrier {)n the route to said destinabon. It IS mutually agreed, as to each,carrier of all or s,ny'ot eald proport1 over aD 
or any portion of said rou~ to destinutll)n. arid as to euth party o.t any Ume intereste.d,in ttU or any of Mid property~ that every service to be performed hereunder shall be &ubject'to aU .. condltloDt . 
!not p~'ohibited by law, whctheT'prlnt~d or writte,n. herem cont8ine~ incl~d'ng the condi,tilm3 on back h~:re,f.·which are hereby $1g~t;!'od to by tne'shippcr and ~ccepted for himsolf o.nd ~~ "~.,,

I I (Mail or street address at C!mSion~e-fll!' purPOSI!f of notlflcatiOll.~r· --._, 

Consigneifttir: .,,::ij j",-."",,;¥ :"'nc'IT "I; ·P"\I;":).t'I\~ tJr;·"·... ""I.'I;;I,~,," 'T'J,". ""'nl") ntO :_.l!tM1!.t ~·GFIl.o..1l t::.ee·2;
'. • f'fr.::-'" '-' " ••. I.".· .,' , .., '" ~., c r .,..1, 'j" • '.,. , .~ ,,·n;;:'·,J r. r: ;·.iiI..,...a: uKi : .tlor. PI y:nl'litt/l\lAK. ,,7 NtU:\t ';j .;0:;" 

~' ,Destinati&.hV Af.;<O 4C7-A I.JS·M4'5Y 'p6r~T'eFEM~\at\~fntON 6r,QOI<L't'f,rU\\!YY: . '1:' 

~::ringc".2~J .: CodniU,1 c.rNO'<:~ 
... ~:kg$.' DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES, SPECIAL MARK~. ANDEXcEPrIONS. 

',,~ ". 

·f 

! 

p 

I 

> ....... 

. Subject to SectlOll 7 01'. cOndIUOiii,··1 
., this shipment is to ht de/lftrttI. tO~ the..-,

signee without recoum 01\ the com""'.,
the.. CO!1$lgnOl' mall slgn .tIlIlAollowlilg·' ....· 
..ent:· ..... .,'. 

The clIITler shall not taaktt, dell,fIl' fit.. 
. this shipment without IIQIImIt of. treIi1It 
and all othu lawful chai'ges. ". 
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Harrisburg state Hospi~ta~l~·~~~~a 
Harrisburg, Penna 
January 4, 1949r : 

.	Office of Military Ioovt kaVdria 
Property Div. '. Rest:i:.tutipn Br., 
1JlFA&:.t\ Section' Nr APo 4Q?-A, US Army 

I ' 

Attn: stefan P MUllEiing 

IDear Mr. IvIun sing % i 
I 

I 

The !l1l!..1.ter~al obtained from Mr. Albert Krinner 
has been fOl'Viarded Ito YO}lr office via freight from College­
ville, Penna on the Readilng naill'cad. This will go to the 
BrlDoklyn, NY POE tol be s;hipped overseas by the Arrn;v Transport­
ation DiviSion, I ~ssumei. The ob.jects are well-packed in two 
regulation governm~nt cre.tes (3X3X3 feet) and h'3.ve been insured 
by me for ~~500. I a:m encl'losing the memorandum for my bill of 
lading relative to Ithis transaction. 

I 

I ' SincerelJr yours,
I v~ r-. ?;7Cult.Pt;, It", 7).
Ivan F. Bennett, MD 

1., 

.Ji . 
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ARMY DP/bk 
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I 

O~\J:tlIC~ Ol'MILI1TARY GCVERNME'tll: 

i .PR!CPERTY DIVISION 


RESTl1TUT.ION BRCt.BCH mFA&,A .SliCTION 

MUNICH GERm~\.NY: APO 407-A US 


AG-OO7-MG13PR/13 	 I 28 April 194~ 
I 

I 

SUBJECT : Property of IVjan F. Bennet. MD 
. ; ...,..~i~":~~~~~~w_. , 

T.O ; Reading Railroad Company. Collegeville, PA. USA. 
'. I'	! .' . 

1. Referenc~ i.6 made to the shipment of .2 'boxes, 
belong;i.ng to Ivan F:. Bennet, whiohwere sent froll Collegeville 
on '3 J,anua.ry 1949 to the: following address, Military Government 
of Bavaria Best! tution Branch Property Division· MFA&A. Section, 
APO 407~A US Army .IPort !o! embarkation: Brooklyn.N. Y,. 

2. lna,smuchlae the two boxes did not yet arrive, it is 
requeste.d 	 that an 1nves~igation be made. 

I I ' -' 
I ' . 

FOR THE LAND DIRZCTORa' 	
.( 

I ,.

I ! 


I 
I 
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,I ST:r~~' AN P IdUNSING 
, 
I 

Chief, Monuments, Fine 
" Arts and Arohives Section 

. I : 
Telephone: 	Mu.n1ch .i.llt~ry 4-389 

Mu.nich 01v1l :30 056 .
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evidence in case 

I 

I 
i 

List ~f photos of. origihal pairlt,ingB used. as 
MG ,V6 KRINNER, ZELLNER,! JORDAN. Said photos have been returned 
to the Collectmg Point l• .• . :.' !

' 

P2 

P4 
P5 

p6 

P7 

PS 

P9 

PIO 

Pll 

Pl2 

Pl:? 

P14 

P1S 

Pl6 

Pl7 

Pl8 

Pl9 

P20 

P2l 

P22 

P2:3 

P24 

P25 

P26 

.I .. 

'. . \ i , 

. German M~ster '! .r..ady and child walking along a 

Boudin . \ 

Busch I 
Defregge,r.\' . 

Defregger,
I 

Defreggerl 

Defregger\ 

Defreggeri 
. 

Defreggerl 

Dietz 

F'riedlaenaer 

Gruetznerl. 

GrutZrier 1 

Hoguet 

Jaulbach 


Schuetz 


Spitzweg 


Spitzweg 


Spitneg 


Spltzwe~ 

. Spitzweg 

Spitzweg 


SpitzwE!g 


Spitzweg 


Spitzweg' 

I ~th above·' 8e~shore. 
I 'saUing vessels in a harbor 

Old man ske~oh 

Peasant girl with rake readiOg
letter . 

~yrolean girl 


Tyrolean girl~head of a girl 

Fa.mi1~ scene;before ai'arm house' 

. Por.traitof an old peasant 

Young glrl reading a book 

Napoleonic soldier at a Camp fire 

Peasant'andyoung woman 

Monk testing wine 


Falstaff 


Market 

Young boy and a girl 

Landscape 

The town crier' 
,Der Hagestolz 

The Hermit 

Der Brunnegast 

.Three gnomes in a cave; 

DerTatzelwurm 

Mountain landscape with crucifix 
and 2 figures 

Landsoape. 

Landscape at lI\Ulset with hut 

i 
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P27 

P28 

P29 

P)O 

P3l 

P.32 

P33 

P34 

I 

I 


ISpitzweg 
~ 

. 
. 

! 
I 

Spltzweg
I

Spitsweg 
I 

Spitsweg 

Spitzwe~ 
I 
I 

Van D;yek. I 

I 
Van D:rck 

I 
Van Dyck 

, f 

I The butterfly oatoh.er 
1 , 

Girl playing before a wayside chapel. 
" 

Landscape withe. town on a r1ve~ 
" 

The angler 


The portrait painter 

I 

Marie de Medici 


Portrait or Wallenstein . 


Portrait of Tilly 
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DatB 22 48 

Dragon ehaI'fileI' (Hitler Ooilil.No. 6DQ{ 
,I: . ,.- ' .. 

! . , . l:iiun. No. 9542} ".,.,..... Inte'! li;:};;nq'e De .:is r t ~m '': ~l. .~ <,.,-, 

. ".' : -

I ! ' .. ' 

- , . , J It·... -,- t ., .' 
'J. .,~c c oro 1 nt!. Ii 0 ,re 13, 0 :;::.~ r l-..Ctr:'l r, 1 i"ii neTpld:tz the 

;":' 

.' - 1 ., , 

-i..L '(,·.1..6n .•. ~.... oci'f' ",'." ed,';,, ;-1..1.,.'.,(. "r i'('1-':6";")L 7 'l' 'rl ;:; 

__ 
Y' +:

U

..- \;~l"" '", ..L .~l.)Q . _ I deslerRich~rdbaen~~''-'"..L 

\"", ~ _ '" 1'1 "", "J.. . ,-,.t. ,..,.,'.-:;; '4' '11i1r',Co,~,,', "e1J..t.'-.Jh" r • '0 " J a 'dno..¥J. ... l_~,,,i; :""" . .... ..:, ri; [Hi tu.::c.ned out .:to 'Le.· ori,~,':' 
. ,12 T{"lii~Gteleb2:cr\erstr. 

'- 2... . rm~rl!l: deqlared; 'that he received it froi11 ICarl ~8ir, .. 
",f 

:;''{Ilo d,frecei:ved ·i·t from thf; ls.'te KUrikele, li_uss.ere 
.",'-. • Jl1-" tr' tl""~"'l'" ~:;''i '1'1"1' rn'-Il 4' ,,;,q(.:l~..t,:P!·11'1· ~{~l.7:l'I···;:;~:~r.· !-.··.·;·j·'nJ:··,_·,,~:1.=.",·· '1· ..,1"'''1'''''' ~(;'~),,..:~11~:l..i::;tY:;'." .·, .. ~".L·'..!~t6~" .'"1 •.>:> .... , .~_ __ ,__ ,-,_ ~ ...,__ .J:: ct-<:;b~.\.·o:~ 

received . 2C:; (:i,i",!_ T'Ti~;"'l 1.C,.. ..I,. -....'.............. ", ./' " ..'..... i ­
"1'" 

'3. 3i l~esQld i;t to .;u't-(,e:.: I' ';:,;rwin NUcser in l:erach. 
~ !'.'. \ . ". f' ' ";.'-I 

, ,.~. In 8ho:ctoA~e'rt)1~ inti v"as. handled. by Willi,,::£'tichS,~ 
'47.Bd8'd 2,l'str, 'art deFiJ!er'·W~ld;'iarlU ,'£."J.:-8 ur....lloiers tr. , art deale.r ll:Iill,;?:r,.

se·'ac..,.li'rl;.;:e.1".31; r .~ nd ,;,;,)1; decrs (}e 0'12 Eie del and T:fi chels. ,0" 

'. , ~ ~ """''''j' ­
ficL-illY:'3fold it for a bOi.1't' EJ: 7:5. -to 
pes·tal ozz:istr.I . .... ).: 

6. Z.lein~r 'tocethe::.' ">i.ith another Je'N, ):1:01'1'i8 31.lCrJlalter,. 3'2. 
c 

,,:,(.'t;, 
l\feu:reut.b.~rstr., shi},)pddthe' :;;;icttlre to or.:.e Szatarl, 21, 'Eue Pierre ,', 
Sennb.rd,,·)?ar::Ls, I~', .V(hq·sOld\ itf~~ ~n ~lle'f?ed sum of t,frcs70ooo~":' 

2; ViennE;,seJ,€;Vi, at'Ger tl1e Incture VJ~S .declare.d· a 'copy by' 
.... ·'a'i1 llndiscl o8edl.1exQc-:,i,",~;n,~, 'Tuahmer is said 'to h~ve taken the pictUre ,t? .'"

I..'" ' , ;, 

. . :" . ' 

,,7.' !~cc'~1:'dh}g"~6' uhdle ',Berna;::s the painting wasoWr}:e d in '1~:13 
by 'T;"""T1PF'>"""i"""T"'t 1:/e'.;...", ·JiriStr.;i"n~'erJ 
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K~<J fwfiJ ~~ -( t_E I i,!.L j 
ST. GALLEN 8 ;J"Uiii"'zs.·: 
RORSCHACH ERSTR. 25DE 'FRlTZ NATHAN 

TELEFON 22724 

Behr verehrte,11ebe Frau Dr .Hanf.staengl, 

Da iohdie Ei-fahrung mache,dass Post an AmEl'i­

kaner nach MUnchen.noch viel langsamer geht als die 

andere, so er.laube ich mir.heute Ihnen zu schreiben. 

Gestern:war Herr Dr.Breitenbach hier,traf 

mich aber nicht an,daich in Fallandenwar.Wir haben 

uns abertelefonlschgesprochen.Bitte seienSie so 

:-5Ut und geben Sie.ihm .. die beiliegende Photo meines 

eibl.Zu Sache.. selbs.t· kann. icli nur wiederhcien .,was 

lch Ihm schon sagte:Slcher ist es das Blld,das friiher 

Heinemann gehorteund das.hier. bls mindestens 1944 

mehrfach , tells von Ateinemann, teilsvon Schmidlln,., 
elnmal auch von anderer Sei.teangeboten war. Slcher 

1st ferner,dass das.Blld nei alte Schwelzer Elnfuhr­
---stempel aus. den-dre1s-s1ger-Ja'-hl'enfuit~sodas-s-·.kelne·"·:-"" 

Seele vermuten konnte,dass das'Blld,das hochstwahr­
----schelnilch lllegal. ausgefiihi-t-war ,nlcht meli:rTn-der~--~"-

chwelz,sonderndort war. Dr.Breltenbach mage an 

11:errn DlrektorA.Wldmer Schweizer.Bank Gesellschaft· 

fSahnhofstr.•Ztiri.ch.schrelben,der .ihm genau mlttellen 

wird von wem. er. das. Bild hatte •. Wir wollen Alles tun, 

um dazu behilflich...zu seindem Dieb auf die' Spur zu 

kOIlL"T18l.Dagegen lehnt sowohl die Bank wle auch ich per­

sanlich"eine Rtickgabe ab,selbst wenn mir kein Schaden 

entsttinde.~s handelt.sichda um eine prinzipielle Fra­

ge,diedamit zusammenhi:ngt,dassdas Bild so lange in 

V) 

~li. 

x 
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--------------
del" .SchYleiz .. war. und,wasmlch .betrifft,· 

so habe, ich.am.,wentgs,ten .. Lust ausgerech~ 

net.. Herrn. Hofer. inlrgend.einer .Weise ent­

gegen .zu .kommen •. 

Wollen Sie ..ferner· bitte :Herrn Dr .Breitm­

. bach sagen,dassHerr.Dr.Renold neuerlich 

operiert ,werdenmusste'idass er aber hofft 

imLaufe.der DachstenWoche aus dem Spi'La.l 
, 

antlassen zuwerden. 

Weiterhln_b1tte_ichHe~Tn Dr.Breiten­

bach zu .. sagen.,da.ss lch. gestern 'noch Schrlt ­

te . unternommen. habe,dass ·ihm.· U·berMr .Leonard j 

an den _ver,mh.tlich .das ...Schretben .gehen wird, 

eineEinladung.des.Eldg.Polit.Departements. 
---.. ---- - - ..- zugehen ..wird;das.s er:alif-e-:ihige-Tag'e-nieher--

Kammen mcgee 
------ '--" ·-..'---~-Ich hoffe:,esgent-lfinen -una-InreIilHerrn------

Veter gut.•Griissen ..Sie"bitte auch .. Ihre F, u . 
Mut.ter vdm uns.. und .. seien.Sle selbst best-ens 

gegriisst und.im .. Voraus bedankt von 

.Ihrem sehr'ergebenen.,..4 ___ 
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15~ June 1948 
I . 

He rrn .of. re "kto r A.I Wi arne r 
S(;fw)e t ze rtS2,11.& Bankgese 11schaj't 
Eahnho/8 tr. Ii' 
zarioh, /Swi tzcrl q;nci 	

I
I 

I 

i 

1'\ I.,:, -f 'h" I f I~' t i (-' 11 ' ,-,. .;:' .' .J" '" .. ..", '" t)" t 1. b ' ,,'1'" t· .('vr.•ra/,crrO.; '-' .:,:rQ en HZ" Ln;/OT711t·.,(. u.s Ha tI,e Oi~l:!{L' •.'rotll 
pour' bank a,~\atr:·tin&: bv E. Letbl~ r-epre~;'f.mtinga. you~Q man. with 
a fu.r cap_ li::'-: yeu may:nar;e hearc til ts pc~tn.t tn[l was 3tcl en 
'I,· 'thi; V'm'! 	,·;10 (·f;;,;,'1· .. ·/,1 1('0·'1 ':> ',Tin,'·' D:n}>-'t' Qri,r 'I'e a"l"'" "'f (>'--·iJ.rr.'e ' .. /. " .. r. '" 1..."., ~ cr.' '.,~. 'i' "'. ",. 1'." " ;;, C ~." "!:I *_ If ).,. ";,.,, 1,/ r.;; V,., ,.). ,,~ 

anX.tOI.lB to ,tt ne! the th 1.el. 
1·t '1" 1>- I ::t. -t t I ~ 1 ~ .'<' 

~ u;ou (fel £? I:Hi'rlj'iW.Cd appreo"o'eO i.J you !1DU 0: gtve us 
the name aru}' a(iCi'r6'~';{j !':;f the pe rt:on j'r-OlTl whom l/OU aCQui red trt is 

:';,nti'>1'u?"e,......... " .". !I' 

I
i 

liSt !fee rei!/ ye ur's, 

I i 

I 

I 


i:{lrj:'~}jp~:ifll .s' LE\)l~(/~lil)I 
(Jhie.1, Moht;,fil6 nts ~ Pi ne Ju'ts 

'an(i Archto,t:;'s Section 
, Re[~·tttut't(]n Br'anch 

. , I 
Telephone: 	Muntch Mtl ttary 4 -;89 

Mu,' i eh Ci lJ,tl;0054 
I I 
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304 V 

~~-~~tl
I ! SCHWEIZERISCHE ­

BANKGESELLSCHAFT 
I I ­

Union de Banques Sulsses - !Unione dl Banche Svizzere - Union Bank of Switzerland 
IIAador!. Aarau •. Ascona, Baden, Basel, Bern, La Cti.ux·da-Fonds, Chlasso, Couvet, Flawll. Flaurler, Frauenfeld, Genf, Lausanne, lIchtenstelg, lIesl.1 

Locama. Lugana, Luzern, Montreux. Rapperewll. Rorschach, R6merhof.ZOrich 7. ROtl (ZOrich), St. Gallen, Vevey. WII, Winterthur, Wahlen, ZOrich 
I : . I 


r 

Telegramme: BankunlDn 

Poetcheck·KDnto VIII 2 
 Office of Military Government 

(061) 25 37 60 

TeJephDn: (061) 253660 
 for Bavaria 

Economies Division
ZORICH, 2. Juli 1948: M u n i c h GermanyBahnhofatresse 45 

APO 407, U.s. Army 
- . It IVermogensverwa ung I 

L .J 
Ref.: 

I ' 
W-dm V' d'- klA• ~ er, ~ze'1re tor

I ' 
I 
I 
I 


I I 


IAuf Ihr Schreiben vom15. Juni 1948 
I I 

AG - 007 t MGB~R/B teile ich Ihnen mit, dassich 
das Gemalde von E. Leibl, das ich an Herrn 

-I : 
Dr. Nat ha If. , St. 1 Gallen, verkauft habe, im 


I ' 

. Dezember 1947 von Frau Hanna Maritsch, Kunst-

I , 

handlerin,: Plat:tenstrasse 78, Ziirich, erworben 
I


habe. 
I

! I 

I • 
l 1.I ..._.--- _.i------~'---""--" --,----' ­

~i<rl,!l ~.~I\R(tv'l tmy.~lIPtIit 
i . I It; rt
i ~f. "sn. I 

I ;JlJ U fQ4~J) 

i'~ ,~nt~G~~__ ,
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RB3TITUTION BH..aNCH 14.fr'.A&i\ o';:;C'fION 
MUNICHG£a~A~Y , APO 401~ OA ~aMY 

I 

I 

I 

12 July 1948 

Frau Hanna Marltsch 

Plattenatr. 19 

ZUrich /Swltz~rland 


Dear Mrs. Mari tach, I 

: ' Dil'ek:tor A.\{Hd:.ae~r ofScAweiztl!rische Bank~eBel16chaft,
ZUrich has inforliled uS that he ~ollgh~ trom ,you. in December 1~47 

a painting by H.Leib~ represetlii-ng 8Y0l.111g man with a fur cap. 

As '3ou. may .have heard this; painting was stolen in the MUf!,ich 

Central Collecting l~~int tl;nd ~e are of cOllrse very anxious t (;) 


find the tilief., .. I ; , '. _, 
. It woula be very! mucn appreciated if you. wou~Ggive uS 

at theearli.(tst convelnienc:e lllHrle and addre;;ti of the person :trom 
. WhQm~Ou acquired ti1.i6 picture ~ 

l 
l 
! 	 S1ncere13 yours, 

I 
I fiEiiBBi:r S LEONAi:D 

Chief',' Monur.nentstt'ine Arts 
\ and Arobive SectLon 
I aest1tution UrsncbI 
I . 

Telephone~ 	 Munioh Milita.rv:4-'389 
f - ,II 1 


Munich Civil 30054 


I 
I 

,-.~",---

,,\.. _,:j 

" 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

) , 

' ...". 

. -;,,,,,~,t-. , 

117646 



r . / 

Dr • t~ e g 1e l' 

'Jiel bergen. b/{)Ch'Cr'l:lp,p 

i/We'stf'x,i,lBtl. i 


i I, 
I' 

I, 

\~'e refer t!r) your li1'~t(;,lr 16 tMJi 1948 ir. 1i.h1ch j'011 €iS.x.' 
us not to fiHflbal'l"~L!E,a! jOU~O ,c~,,'ei$ll tfie Oiimt: of tLe NlorlJ1itio 
gavE).;)!;,':I.t Spir..;l.v\,eg'sj "Ctlst()me)~arrll$:rt! •. ~¥<8 old not 1:'l.<)ri;!u.etjH~ 
C!25e any furth..::r, brc;;:~<Atl6 soon lif';GrWard;;l','ie fO'.l.nd out Di.lr-. 
s~lv(~a tl1iat ti.'!;e ind ilvldllal 'iHHi:lel'I' (/t. to ):,<lSt:it', 6::liuil"(.lC '~'X'., 

'~U~lC'~l II/.1.'. I.,A ,'J.. ,,-' , . I. I 

1'oday vH~1~aye a ljiim.ilsr probl;':tm. ','lould YOlltf:';ll u.s s't 
t11e .;surlius tc.onv"dlH:nce! whethe.r you. received f.rom 'ti~:.a~ier a 

. p&tirrtlngbyr>.'Lei't;l~ r~)pre$.HHlting a boywitn a .:ful' c':;;'il anC! 
wh~i,;heryou passed ~his paiU'!:;ing onto Herr :'1011 fi~ideb:f'e~ilt, 

, Barl in-Kle'inmao!:H'lQW l \
I : . 

Yw'thermore 'We \...vould like to knowwhilithfJr J"o'U rt*ceived 
oth~v~ l)ai'/in;int;S from('ttd~;,a'yijH".~'e trust that you wil.le,ive us 
(an f;ln!liw,~rwith,Ol.ltres~r·'y.atioC1S'. ,Both palntings as w,:;11 aa cHly' 
ot.nerscoruingf:NHn tIliES eou.rce wera stolen from the Centrel . 
C0 l1ec't.ini~, ,Po;~ n-t. M~4y~~ r 1111nlS elf is no t d lrG(; t; l~\' i!l'vO Ivc;:,d bIll; 
Ie t'sth.erone. linK ~n a 100ls oflaill 8f.l!1 it cari be aSlJu.illtH.l t,1.1fAt 
:,h:~ actee. in good fQ~th.$ut even ti.l,Qugh to,he thiwfis knc·wn,there 

"is r; HL~oa:bli~:I'lUrrlbe~ of palntings sttllurulocou.ntedfor.· l'h€re-. 
'fore li.1ny ir1'forma'tiori whtLoh might; lQ~d t,oth;; l'd(;;Ov~o:fthe . 
res't1s' of' g.re~tee t !L1iPOr~t8lr.i(H:: t Gi ua. 

I !, 
I 

""1 I 1 .' .:::.r . [lcer;ey j'OIlTS, 

EWh,B1EIlT S L}i;ONARD 
Ohle f "MOllUUlQ ate t {i'1ne . Ar~s 

'I and '~roh1vea '$ect-1on 
I Hestitut'ioll Branch . 

\ 

'relephene l' ihlnohen' i ' 

Mili tary 4-389; 

Munich Civil 30054 

I ' 
I i
! ' 
i 
! 

\. >(
I ' ­

I 
-, 

~~t..~~·,~;h~.,,....~,.,,,,.,:...._.- ..r.,~. 
,, 

_ 

------====T~..-i! 

23 Jul;y 1948 
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I 

RG -­
, " 

'",-__ ,_~ , .." J.___ .~:A.::u.:::,;",,·.;'I~';·, 
..,-.......~" l~ REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONtJ;Ar.C~:I::::~;,.", . 
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Hanna Mari tsch, I : 
, 
i ZUrich 


Plattenstrasse 7~ 

ZUrich 7, 
 I 

I 1
I ' 
I . : 

I ' 


OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR BAVARIA 
j ; 

RESTITUTION BRANCH MFA&A SECTION 
I , 

MUNICH APO 407; u. s.ARMY EB/po
I ' 

AG-007 MGBPR/B II 1 


I 1 
HERBERT S LEONARD Esq~ 


Chief, Monume~tsl Fin~ Arts, 

and Archive Section 


I 
I 

Sehr geehrterHer4
I , 

,\ 

Ich.habe Ihr w.Schreiben vom 12.Juli a.c. 
I

erhalten und an e~nen Rechtsanwalt, von dem ich den an Herrn
I: ' ,

A.Widmer verkauften Leibl erhalten habe, weitergeschickt. 
I
, 

; 
I 

Derselbe scheint ~anger;e Zeit in die Ferien verreist zu sein, 

oder auf Ferienre~se, d:enn ich habe' noch keine Antwort darauf 
I i 

erhalten. I, 

Es wtirde mir sehr 

I
\leid ;tun, wenn es sich wirklich um ein gestoh­

lenes Bild handel~ wtird~. Es ist wohl ein Bildnis eines jungen 
I 

Burschen von W.Lei~l, jadoch mit einer ReitermUtze und nicht. 
I I' , 

wie Sie schreiben, a furl cap. Es war auf Holz gemal t ca 18/20 (...&.....v
! --, " 

hocho Sobald Dr.N.zurUck ist, will ich naheres tiber den Auftr~.. g-
I I 

I I
geber erfahren suchen. ' 

, I ,
Mit vorzUglicher Hochachtung, 

I 

,, " 

i 

RG 

\ {~
i 

.," 117648 
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19 August 1948 

Mr~ Eduard .Probst 

32;3che.1,d.egsetr. 

Zlirich, Switzerland 


! 

Des·r Mr. :Probst, I 


I I 

We hebe been inf6rmed;th~t you bought from Mr, G111mann, 
'28 Peinzenauerstrj Mu*ich late in 1947 a painting by W.Leibl, 
representing a boy w1-rh a. fur cap. As you lDay have heard, this 
painting was stolen from the Mun1ch Central Collecting Point. , ;' I ' 

, ,I 

It would be veril, much appreciated if you would' give us 
at the ea.;ltes,t conve~ienc~ na.me and address of the lawyer t 
to whom you sold the painting, as well 29 the date of-the sale 
~:Q the price p,gid fOJ; it. :The painting later passed through 
;:th~ hands of Mrs ~ Mar1tsch ;and air. Widmer both of ZUrich and 
is :nQw in pOE;sesslon of Dr.! Nathan, St. Gallen. 

'~~. . . 
j 

,,!'~ 
" 

,/ 

, I Sincerely yours, 

HtdtBI1HT S LBON..t.1tD 
Chief,Monument s ,Fine Arts 
and i:.rchives Section 
Restitution' Brencm 

T'$lephone: Munich CiV~l 30054 
t'> • ' I 

'..,.' 

, " 

I,I 
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