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The battle aboué theée points, actually continued until the
end of the action. Wé'insisted that the 1684000 Dollars, had
already been handed over for a long time. Becher denied it, but
he proposed a coﬁproﬁise." he would not be satisfied only with
money, the original Qerman demand. was for materials, and namely
for materials for the War Effort. He would be satisfied with harm=
less materials, but tb honor the principle of the agreement, it
had to be in merchandise.

After that, he would be ready to consider the Bergen-Belsen
group as‘paid. :

We now made ever§ effort, to fulfill Becher's wish. To start
with, we used a Swiss bluff. We showed Becher documents, in which
Switzerland had givenfué a letter of credit, equivalent in value
for 30 tractors. In our accounting, we entered these tractors as
"already delivered." Symbolically they are to replace the trucks
discussed in Istanbul{ ( they never left Switzerland.)

Business friends of von Freudiger, offered two railroad cars
of sheepskins from Brétislava. They also figured in our statement
(when an agent from Bérlin, came to Bratislava several months
later, to receive thié merchandise, it was discovered, that the
assignment was never filled.

Facts are, that we delivered 15000 Kilo of coffee to Becher.
It was important. it Rad a symbolic meaning. The coffee figured
in the wish-list(origipally sent to Istanbul. The coffee had been
at Budapest's free por% fo: several monthg.it was a little stale.
Becher had it washed ih Vienna, 20% of the price\was deducted
from our account. (Theimoney to buy the coffee, had been given to
us by the Joint.). ; |

Now the 1684 Humab Beings could finally be considered’bought
.by us. The order for their departure was not issued yet. Eichmann
too, had hesitations. ﬁe saw in the group a valuable pawn. He
thought, that it conceined Jews, who were of special interest
abroad, and with whom ﬁore pressure could be applied, 6n the
Jewish Organizations. Eesides that, he was very worried about the
life of the 1684 persons. Originally, they were supposed to tra-
vel through occupied France to Spain. But by this time, the Allie
were getting closer toiéaris. The German railroad lines behind
the front, were bombed continuously. Eichmann now asked us:

“What will happen, if the train is hit by an English or

- 117491


http:month,.it

IV-16
American bomb, or if it gets stuck on the way? Or do ydu think,
Germany has nothing beﬁter to do right now, than to protect the
Jews?" o

I told him, to let the group go, and that we would take the
responsibility for any:risk involved. I asked myself,if Eichmann
is not playing with th% idea, to blow the train up, and then put
the blame on an Allied Air Attack. Anyway, I threw out an idea,
that the group should pérhaps take the safer route to Switzerland.
Eichmann was going to think aboutfit.

An episode, which §ounds like a detective story, temporarily

3interrﬁpted the strugglé, of-when.the departure from Bergen-Belsen
should occur. It will be briefly reported here.

117492.'
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Convinced Nazis had no doubt whatever that in exchange
for the lives of thousands of Hungarian Jews, ‘International
Jewry’ would be prepared to make sacrifices amounting to
far more than the sums paid by merely forty members of the
Weiss family. Becher himself counted on the determination
of foreign Jewish communities to come to the aid of their
coreligionists still in Hungary. However, as Dr. Billitz had

~repeatedly told us, Becher was not deaf to human arguments.
Kastner had noticed this at the first long interview he had had™ -

with him and I myself realized this when I got to know him
better.

Immediately after his discussion with Kastner, Becher went

to Berlin to see Himmler and came back with instructions to
take the place of Eichmann in the negotiations. As soon as he
returned there was a decisive meeting between Becher and
his aide-de-camp Hauptsturmfiihrer of the SS Griison on the
one side and Kastner, Dr. Billitz and myself on the other. For
the first time we were able to discuss facts about the despatch
of the test-convoy that had already been formed. Becher said
he was ready to suggest to the SS Reichsfiihrer that the convoy
should be sent abroad as soon as a-certain sum, representing a
minimum guarantee, had been handed over in Hungary. The
payment of the remainder of the whole sum agreed upon
was to be made in ‘free’ currency when the train reached its
destination in a neutral country. In this way the sum put up
as a guarantee could be re-employed for the following train
and so on. This provisional agreement was reached after
discussions during which we had explained to Becher that our
friends abroad would certainly never accept paying an advance
in a free country for a first train before its arrival abroad, while,
on his side, Becher maintained that Himmler would never
consent to let a whole convoy of Jews depart without the

88

g

1

exchange sum having been paid previously. We had proposed
a tariff of 100 dollars a person, but we were obliged to pay
$1000. Becher moreover did not hide from us that the
Reschsfiihrer was counting on doubling this figure.

With regard to the question as to how the payment of the
guarantee should be effected, Becher declared that not only
at his first interview with Kastmer on June 20 but also at the
second quite recently he had certainly heard mentioned a sum
of several million dollars which had already been paid over.
But neither he nor his staff had seen this money. Kastner was
a Bohemian at heart - he paid little attention to financial
matters and did not realize the value of money. He simply told
Becher that a committee set up by Otto Komeoly and Szulem
Offenbach must have already handed over a considerable

part of the sums to be paid by the passengers of the special
train about a week before; but he did not know to whom. -~ -

When Kastner referred to the 6,500,000 pengoes the
Waada Jewish Council had collected which, at the beginning
of the German occupation, he had handed over to Eichmann’s
office in Brand’s presence, Becher answered that payments
made to the Bureau of Jewish Affairs, did not concern him
and therefore could not be taken into account. With this
statement the interview came to an end.

There was no question of our quickly gathering the objects
of value which had been supposedly paid to the Germans on
June 20. Quite by chance I managed to discover where these
objects were — during an interview with Clages on the subject
I learned to my great astonishment that they had been
deposited with him. He had even put an office at the disposal
of the Waada’s treasurer, Szulem Offenbach, and the precious
boxes were still locked up in the drawers of the office desk.

When my friends were arrested by the Hungarian police
at the end of May, large sums in dollars and securities had been
taken from them and deposited, in accordance with the decrees
in force by that time, in the Hungarian National Bank; we
could not obtain their restitution. Luckily Offenbach had
taken his time before paying Eichmann’s Bureau of Jewish
Affairs the cash and jewellery collected afterwards for the
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test-convoy operation. He suspected that the promises would
not be kept. To be certain that all this money would remain
at the disposal of the Waada, Offenbach had applied to Clages’s
orderly officer, Hauptsturmfiihrer Neugeboren (although
Eichmann was still at that time entrusted with the negotia-
tions). Neugeboren had taken part in the liberation of my
friends who had been arrested by the Hungarians, and this was
how Offenbach made his acquaintance and obtained his per-
mission to place the boxes in Clages’s offices. In the confusion
of events, Offenbach had not had the opportunity to inform
Kastner and me of these arrangements.

Now we had to officially hand over to the SS equipment
service the valuables collected as an advance and as a guarantee
for the first test-train. At a later conversation Becher told us
that he could take delivery of nothing without an exact inven-
tory and estimation of the worth of these valuables, since in
addition to cash in various currencies there were jewels, gold
coins and ingots. Such an estimation would demand a con-

siderable amount of work, so to gain as much ttme as possible
it was decided that the Hauptsturmfiihrer and 1 should agree -

on the value of each object and base our appreciation on
detailed lists drawn up by a committee of four expert valuers.

Each day the four men removed a certain quantity of gold,
diamonds, foreign currency and jewellery from the boxes and
the same evening gave us a complete list of the objects with
the weight-of -the-gold,-the number of carats of the precious
stones etc. Griison and I had then to agree on the value in

dollars of each object. After 1 had perceived that my partner -
. was not to be counted among the more dangerous fanatics of

the SS, 1 tried to convince him gradually that it was doubly
advantageous to us to be liberal in our estimates. On the one
hand each $1000 represented a human life saved, and on the
other hand the test-convoy with about 1300 people could not
leave Budapest until the sum of $1,300,000 had been ob-
tained; the negotiations now going on - to which the
Reichsfiihrer attached great importance — depended to a great
extent on the early arrival of this train abroad. Griison let
himself be convinced and showed himself very liberal in his

go

estimations. When, after that, I spoke to him of gas chambers
in the camps, he first of all refused to believe me. But while
he was on leave he heard my stories confirmed by one of his
friends who worked at the Rechssicherhestshauptamt and was
so overcome that he promised all the help he could give. He
also rendered us other precious services and exposed himself
personally to a good deal of danger (see p. 136).

While the negotiations with Becher went on I persisted in
asking Clages to see that Eichmann got orders from Berlin to
send off the special train from Budapest for although Becher
had taken his place in the negotiations, Eichmann and his
staff remained the only people with authority to get the
convoy going.

After all the patience and obstinacy required by our task,
the object of our efforts was attained suddenly and in a most
surprising way. On June 30 the test-convoy left Budapest for
Lisbon — or at least that was what we thought.




———— ey

The day after our return to Budapest Griison’s driver
turned up unexpectedly at our house in the early morning
and informed me that ‘they-had come to fetch’ his chief,
to take him to the Gestapo HQ in Berlin. Griison had been
able to say a few words to his chauffeur and ask him to tell
me at once what had happened. He asked me if 1 were
questioned about him not to say anything about circum-
stances where he had too obviously favoured us. Brunner,
after his interview with Griison at Bratislava had immediately
telephoned a report to the main office of the Reich Central
Security. Hence Griison’s arrest only a few hours after we got
back from Bratislava.

I then thought my own arrest was only hours away and
began to wonder if the time had not come for me to go into
hiding. However, together with Kastner I had by words and
deeds so thoroughly entered into my role as official delegate
of the great Jewish Power that my disappearance would cause
the collapse of all the credit we had with the SS services
_opposed to Eichmann and therefore with Himmler himself.

Durmg the afternoon T had a telephone call-from the .SS
equipment section. Would I please go at once to see Becher?
He received me alone. He was visibly ill at ease and more
anxious than usual. But he did not say a word about our
clandestine excursion to Bratislava. He just told me that
Griison had suddenly been appointed to another post; then
he added he could not accept the programme he had before
him - that which Griison and I had drawn up together a few
days previously. It contained an absolutely grotesque balance
or estimation of the sum in valuables put at our disposal by
the Waada to guarantee the departure of the 1700 members of
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the test-convoy. These valuables came very largely from the
300 persons of the test-train who had been able voluntarily to
pay sums, in certain cases quite considerable, to which were
added my own more modest deliveries of goods. Griison and
I, it will be remembered, had estimated the value of this
account with a generosity that would have appeared suspect
to the least unwary.

Certainly Becher had no intention of accepting these figures,
but I managed, without too much difficulty, to overcome the
loss of Griison and maintain my ‘diplomatic immunity’
delegate of ‘world Jewry’.

Griison’s tasks were assigned to Obersturmfiihrer Grabau
who looker' after the coffers of the SS equipment section and
was to take official charge of our account. Grabau evidently
did not have the same attitude towards us as Grison, especially
as he knew the real reason for the disappearance of his
predecessor, and was aware of his sympathies for our
activities. It was impossible to find out what had happened
to Griison, though we had every reason to suppose, at the
time, that the Gestapo had liquidated him ‘in the greatest
secrecy’ which would hardly encourage his successor to follow
his example.

If we had proceeded to make a new estamate — taking into
account this time the real values — the total would not have
amounted to more than 400,000 to 500,000 dollars in all, and
would probably even have come to less than that. At best the
sum would hardly have sufficed to secure the liberation of

. 500 persons. What 1 wanted to do most of all was to collect

an amount sufficient to secure that the rest of test-convoy, still
at Bergen-Belsen, should be sent abroad. We did not know.
then the great importance Himmler attached to payments in
kind and we were not sure that political and personal motives
alone dictated his conduct.

To get the Bergen-Belsen train abroad complete we had to
produce a sum of $1,700,000 - on condition that Grabau
accepted. I managed, however, not without some difficulty,
to induce him to admit this assessment and then to get him to
sign another protocol. The estimates Grison and I had made
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gave at first a total sum of $3,500,000 which would have been
enough to ransom 3500 persons. As Grabau had no initiative
and did not seem inclined to take personal responsibility, I
did not think I was mistaken in supposing that Becher had at
least encouraged him to be conciliatory. It was important for
him also that the train should reach its destination, since he
hoped that there would thereby be a radical change in and 2
softening of the attitude of our foreign friends.

After these events we thought that our efforts to save the
Slovakian Jews and to prevent a new wave of deportations
from Slovakia had become almost hopeless. Kastner, however,
continued to press Becher to intervene in favour of Gizi
Fleischmann and her companions in distress though without
any success for Becher was still not disposed to get mixed up in
an affair which seemed to him very obscure indeed, and even
to transcend Himmler’s sphere of influence.

Clages also refused to do anything at all and added that if a
definite reply was not received soon from Saly Mayer, the
stoppage of the Hungarian deportations might be reconsidered.

We know that on September 1, 1944, Kastner and Griison
had decided in agreement with Wyler and Saly Mayer that
the latter would telegraph his ‘yes’ as soon as he obtained the
authorization of his principals. This telegram reached us on
September 26, 1944. Kastner showed it the same day to

“Becher and I to Clages. It was a ‘yes’ on certain conditions
that were not absolutely clear. Tt was, however, astonishing

to see with what relief, with what joy, even, Clages and
Becher welcomed this telegram. They promised to communi-
cate its contents to Himmler immediately. Thereupon it was
decided there should be a third meeting on the Swiss frontier.
Forty-eight hours later Kastner left Budapest in company
with Kettliz, a member of the SS equipment section. Although
Kettliz belonged to the moderate group of the economusts,
we could hardly expect him to take risks for us or be ready to
bluff with us. But the mere fact that this journey had been
decided on so rapidly induced Kettliz to take his mission
seriously.

On September 26, 1944, Clages had confidentially proposed
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to me that I should go to the Swiss frontier in the place of
Kastner. He was aware of the open disagreement between .
Kastner and Mayer, and that made him uneasy. According to
Clages the reason for this mutual antipathy was that Kastner
had not inspired enough confidence in Saly Mayer, who had
not known how to handle him properly. It was clear that
Clages was saddling Mayer with his own doubts. Naturally I
refused the suggestion. It is easy to understand that I could
say nothing about the real cause of the divergencies between
Kastner and Mayer. However, I assured Clages that Kastner,
the vice-chairman of the Hungarian Zionist Union, was a
personality internationally known, and that for this reason,
even if he behaved tactlessly with Saly Mayer, he would
have more weight than myself — a Zionist of recent date. If 1

-were to go to Switzerland instead of Kastner, and maybe

agamnst his will, Jewish communities would be prepared to
think I was a docile tool of Himmler. Kastner, an elected
representative, ran no risk of such suspicions. Clages accepted
my arguments and Becher knew nothing of the proposal”
made to me. And I refrained from informing Kastner, since
he was very jealous of the good relations I maintained with
Clages, our most important link with Himmler.

The third meeting on the Swise frantiar ravaclad foce €
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Russel Slater 8511/74 /' 851931

|
|
{
i
i
|
i
!

é Geneva, 21 October 1945
[You] will certainly exéuse us 1f this letter is written, not in
t .

Hebrew, but in ”Swiss'ﬁ.

i
|
!

[You] will still rememb?r the history of the operation of the
Budapest [... ladat Hasaia. When the Allies on the London radio
announced the [??7?] of %he German propogal forwarded by Joel
Brand, an interim{?} ag%eement between us and Alchmann was
concluded in Budapest. éursuént to that:

!

|
200 persons design@ted by us were to be transported after a

!

short period 1n Geﬁmanyfto Palegtine via Spain.

j .
800 persons were bgought to Budapest from various ghettos in
the province (withéthe help of the German side) 1n order to

be organized into ﬁhis transport.

. 117501
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i
15,000 Hungarian Jéws were gathered together by means of our

} ,
instructions, clrcumventing Auschwitz, and brought to

1
t

Austria, where thetheré relatively well treated and for the

mogst part saved.

i

t

An additional 15,000 Jews selected by us were supposed to be
brought from Budapést to Austria. The refusal of Horthy to
allow the deportation of the Budapest Jews made the

execution of this brovi?ion illusory.

[
i

In return, we committed%ourselves on our part to pay a certailn

i

head tax for each Jew sént tp a forelign country or brought to
Austria. On the German éide,kl,ooo Schilling per person were
demanded for transport to a foreign country, and $100 in

H

connection with the traﬁsports to Austria.
i
, o
Instead of 1200, there &ere 1685 who reached Switzerland via

Bergen-Belgsen. Among thése there were about 120 for whom we
arranged the trip in reﬁurn for higher amounts and for valuables,

gold clgarette boxes, wétches, jewels, asa well as Napoleons

!

{colins}, gold, and platinum.‘These valuables and money in pengé

H

{Hungarian monetary uniﬁ} constituted the financial basis of our

interim agreement. We sﬁpplemented the sums accumulated in this

i :
way with the dollars and gold coins which were sent to us by the
{

Waad in Istanbul. :
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The total amount demanded by the Germans was never pald in full.
We estimated the valuables collected at 8 million 700 thousand
Swiss francs; the Germahs claimed that they were worth only 3.8

million. This controversy was never settled.

The valuables were accepted by the Flag Leader of the Armed S§S,

Kurt Becher, manager of[the Economics Staff of the Armed SS.

You are aware that this was the only language whiqh one could use
at the time with the Gefmans. You are also aware that, with the
help of thig same Kurt Becher, the Budapest ghetto was saved, two

additional transports were Quided into Switzerland, and that the

concentration camps of éergen-Belsen, Mauthausen, Neuengamme, and

Theresiengstadt were han@ed over to the Allies without a struggle.

{

The surrender of the Jeﬁs who were in Austria took place the same
way.
{

i
1
t

i
It 18 the cause of great joy and satisfaction to us to be able to
tell you that the valuables handed over from the Budapest Waada

i

were never used by the Germans, l.e., they were never used to

support the German war éffort.
’ b
|
Mosche Schwelger will give you a report in what follows about the

later developments. f

From 14 July 1944 on, Iiwas in the Mauthausen concentration camp.

On 20 April of this yea%, the above-mentioned Flag Leader Kurt
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Becher appeared 1n Mauthausem

bay (something like a sanator

i

camp), and then into a éepara
i.e., 2 days before the‘surrq
: |

he had me brought from the c
‘ | |
Winkelmann, and from there we

Weissenbach in the vicinity o

Americans, too, arrivedfther(
run down (despite the bétter
réserved a room in a huﬁting
were there together forfsevef
up to his arrest by theiAustr
arrested on 23 May of this ye
handed over to the Americans

t
arrest, when 1t was already %

e.

and moved me first into the sick
ium for prominent persons in the
te room with 88 food. On 4 May,

nder of the éamp to the Americans,

*

émp to the headquarters of General

drove in his car as far as

f Bad Ischl. On the same day, the
SinceAI wasAéhysically completely
food in the immediate past), he had
lodge in which he also lived. We

al days, even after the armistice,
ian Freedom Movement. He was

ar and on the same {page 2} day

in Bad Ischl. One day before his

lear that he would be arrested in

several hours or days, be 1n¢1ted me and another Jew whom he had

brought to the hunting lodge
and addressed me somewh&t as

various valuablesgs, and l ask

in order to help me into his room,
follows: I have a large number of

you to hand these over to Dr.

Kasztner and Saly Meyerifor t
j

question why he had not§handﬁ

the Relch leader, he answered

Kasztner that he would iike t

he Jewish Agency and Joint. To my
d these over to the headguarters of
that he had already indicated to

0 preserve this wealth for the

Jewish people, and would lik% to carry this out now. He had

opened some boxes, emptied tn
1

over the content to me anin

em, and then hidden them, but handed

ipacked. He promised, too, to give me

a copy of the inventory. He Jaa not able to do this, since he was

117504



arrested. Incidentally,éhe aﬂso gave his personal valuables to
me, and asked me to keep theg for him. I have been hoping that
someone would come to Auetria from the Jewish world outside, and
that I could discuss the matter with him, or give him the
valuables. Since this was not the case, and since, too, in the
little village where 1 yas tqere were constant house searches by
the Austrians, and sincé theioccupation authorities imposed thé
death penalty for not réportﬂng property formerly owned by the
National Socialist Part;, ortSS officers from the rank of Flag

Leader on, I found myseif 1n]a rather uncomfortable position,

both for the cause and %or mﬁself. Throughout the Salzkammergut,
there was talk that a Fiag Leader had brought a lot of gold
there, and that it had ﬁo be’there gsomewhere. In this situation,
I was forced to turn to the American authorities In Bad Ischl,
there wags a team of the\CIC (Counter-Intelligence Corps), to whom

I reported the entire matter. Working in this team, there was a

Jew (Chawer from Poale %ion Qrom Poland), and the gentlemen of
this team of the CIC togk thése objects from me summarily (again
without inventory, fromglackiof understanding of what they were,
and because of the larg; numder). A list was compiled by the
aforementioned Chawer‘of Poale Zion, that the objects were being
taken for safe keeping for the institutions or persons mentioned.
Again, incidentally, I gdded-the things from Becher to the

others, since I really could not explain how and why I had a

fortune in my possession whiqh belonged to a Flag Leader. This
§ !
was not included in thejdepoéition. Later the obijects were
inventoried by the American themselves, and a {copy of the}
; 117505
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inventory is part of thé documents of the investigation in the

'

Causa [...]lher. Only seVeral weeks later could I get a message to

Italy, that I would like to discuss a highly important matter
with a responsible pers&n, bﬁt éince I was not able to travel to
Italy, 1 asked that som;one qome to visit me. The Chawer informed
me later that he passedfmy chmunication on, but no one came to
see me. Approximately 1ﬁ the kiddle of July, I finally had the

opportunity in Salzburg to tﬁll the story to the captain of the

brigade, Choter Jischaj;‘Howe&er, gince shortly thereafter the

|

brigade was transferred. to Holland, I don't know 1f Mr. Choter
{

!
!
Jischalj was able to‘accémplis%anything in the matter. In August,
the director of the Joint, Részhik Reuben, arrived in Sélzburg.
Of courge, I told him the stSry, too, and asked him to take the
necegsary further steps} By chance, I succeeded 1in bringing him
together with the commagdant’of the camp in which Becher was
being held and who was ieading the investigation of the Becher

i
matter, and on this occasion Captain Kittstein showed Director
Resznlik the inventory and told him where the oblects now were.
Director Resznik told mé nothing more about it, since he probably
did not trust me. The aﬁdress of Mr. Resznik 1s: Reuben Resznik,

Director of the American Joint Distribution Committee, Salzburg,

Kapitelplatz 2, and the address of Captain Kittstein 1s:
Intelligence Center of the US Third Army, Germany. The latter was
also in Switzerland with Mr. Sally Meyer in order to check on

Becher's.statement abou% the transports of the Jews. Captain

Kittgstelin wanted to apeék to Dr. Kasztner, too, but Mr. Meyer

strongly rejected this. After his visit with Mr. Meyer, the

!
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captain came to me agaiﬁ and sald that Mr. Mayer had confirmed
the statement by Becher; and he remarked by the way that Mr.
Meyer'’'s greatest concerﬁ is how he could get out of the entire
matter. Since the captainvwas on the point of Qoing to New York
on vacation to [...] {lést line(s) on page 2 missing; page 3}
‘{...] discuss. 1 have nét ha% any further opportunity to speak to‘
the captain, since he hés gon% in the meantime to New York on
vacation. Degpite all the efforts 0of the Chawerim in Switzerland,
it could not be arrangeﬁ for me to be able to come sconer, and

hence I am only now in a position to transmit this report to you.

t

Since we do not have thé inventory, it 1s not possible for us to
determine whether, besiées those handed over by'the Waada, there
were other valuables in' these boxes which also came from Jews. In
any case, we belleve thgt weimust ralse the following questions
in this connection:

' |
1) Since the valuables were not treated as war booty, but as

S

a deposit, the Agency believes that is would be possible and

necegsary to get pésses%ion of them by appropriate
intervention and tp také possession of them. (A Jewlsh
lawyer from Zﬂrichfhas dffered'to approach the Amerilcan
authorities involved in |this vein, and believes that he, if
given the'necessary authorization, could carry this out. On
thig assumption, wguld you be ready to grant such a power of

i

attorney to one ofiyour‘Schlichim? On the bagis of the

. e




Dr.

Dr.

L

transfer of the list, the agency with Dr. Kasztner already

has over half of the vaiuables whichvwere deposited.)

2) Do you think 1t is nécessary to involve the Joint?

3) Would a simple procedure not lead to the goal, or would

political 1ntervention on a higher level be unavoidable? Is
{

there not the danger thét the deposited valuables could be

transformed into German|war booty, and as such be lost to

the Jewish community?

i
i

4) The problem of %he u?e of these valuables should also be

considered by you.' g

|
{

5) It would be absblutely necegsary to send out a Schalich
]

of the Agency (with the appropriate authorization), and to

arrange a trip for him to the responsible American

authority.

6) We do not believe 1it|necessary to stress the absolute
urgency of the matter. Choter Jischal may also have given a
report to you in this véin.

g .

Jisrael Kasztner

Mosche Schwelger
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Translation from German original
From: D Arian (Geneva, March 13th, 1947)
H i

To: Mr E Kaplan

Concerning: Return of tﬁe Becher deposit from the military
government in Austria.

1. On 4 January of this year, you assigned me the task, by givinc
me the telegram from Oskar Gass of Washington, a copy of which 1is
attached, of taking all necessary steps to recover the so-called
Becher deposit from the mllltary administration of the army of
occupation in Austria, to deCLde, on the basis of the contents of
the deposit, where it should be taken to, and store it in a
manner consistent with this|decision. In a conversation on the
following day, 5 January 1947, you raised the possibility that
the steps described above were to be taken together with Mr D
Bahral or Mr Benzion Meiry, or by one of the two cf then.

You emphasized that the steps described above should be
taken in the closest consultatlon with the Joint.

An inventory or bther,documents related to the Becher
deposit were not available at that time.

2. In the above conversation, I emphasized that I was in Europe
as a representative of the Keren Kayemeth, and you took the
responsibility of securing the agreement of Dr Granowsky to the
action above. ‘ ‘

3. On 6 January, I arrived in Paris, and immediately initiated
the necessary steps throughlthe office of the Jewish Agency (Mr
Goldberg) in order to obtain the authorization of the military
government in Austria for the trip to Austria. To this end, I
handed over a copy of ‘the t=legram from Gass. In our application
document, we asked for authorization for Mr Bahral, Meiry, and
Arian. After about 14 days,|a decision came from Vienna that they
were, in the first stage, ready to give authorization to enter
the country to only one man. It was decided among the Mr Bahral,
Mr Meiry and me that I should be the first one to go there. Final
approval was granted only on 8 February. On the same evening, I
went to Salzburg. ‘ 2

4. After I had gatheréd allythe facts known to us about the
Becher deposit from Mr Jehuda Golan and Mr Arthur Pier, I arrivec
on Thursday, 14 February, 1n Vienna. I first presented myself to
Mr James Barr, the Deputy Chief of the Reparation, Delivery, and
Restitution Division. Mr Barr introduced me {page 2} to Captain

|
i
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Walter M Treese, Manager of |the sub-department of the Property
Control Branch. We scheduled on a conversation of the three of us
on the next day to clarify the actual matter in question.

5. In connection with the VlSlt mentioned in the previous
paragraphs, Mr Barr showed himself to be extremely interested in
questions about Palestine, énd involved me into a rather long
conversation. After an;hourllwe agreed to have lunch together on
the following Sunday, and Mr Barr asked if he might invite a
number of upper-level officials of the military government, with
the intention of dlSCUSSlng'questlons about Palestine in their
presence. This lunch together and the discussion took place on
the coming Sunday, and’ lastéd from 1:45 to 4:30 {?}. One group of
the men showed itself to be|very well oriented. Among the others,
there was a strong attitude|against England.

In the main discussion on 15 February, I presented the
following points for discussion:

I) my credentials; I succeeded in convincing Mr Barr and Mr
Treese that an oral authorlzatlon by the Jewish Agency in the
American consulate in Jerusalem and a corresponding state
telegram of the Amerlcan consul in Jerusalem to the military
administration would sufflce The text of the authorization was
‘worked out between ourSelves; I had it confirmed for me by means
of a separate memorandum in |order to avoid any discussions later.
By so doing, we were able to save ourselves weeks of waiting. I
regard this unbureaucratic manner on the part of Mr Barr and Mr
Treese with high appreciatién.

I} I carefully established!that, for the above-named
authorities, only the Jewlsh Bgency for Palestine existed as a
negotiating partner, and that they did not wish to negotiate with
the Joint in this matter, but rather considered it important to
deal only with the J. A. (On the previous day, I had called Mr S
$ Silver, Joint Director for Austria, on the telephone, and
received confirmation of hlS arrival, and intentionally arranged
a meetlng with him for the evenlng only after my conversation in
USFHQ. ) :
\ :
III) It was made known,to me that the items themselves were in
Salzburg under guard by the |Property Control Branch there, that
up to now no official lnventory exists, and likewise no
appraisal.

IV) The Americans explained |that, according to instructions from
the deputy commanding gener%l the Becher deposit had to be
appraised after being lnventorled and before being handed over to
us, and they wanted for this purpose to appoint an upper-level
official of the Austrian pawning institution, the "Dorotheum." I
resisted the {page 3} ;nclu§1on of an Austrian official in this

17
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matter of restitution with all my strength. Apart from the
undesirable political éffecth this would alsc have cost a

considerable sum of money. I| succeeded in getting Mr Meiry
acknowledged as an expert. |

V) For the future restitution, I explained that I was not ready
to transport the Becher depoélt, the value of which was still
unknown at that time, into an occupied and insecure country. It
was agreed in principle that; the Americans would hand over the
deposit to me after completion of the formalities on the border
of the area under control by the occupation army.

6. following the conversation above, I sent
I) the telegram to you[ a copy of which is enclosed, and

II) 22?2?22 the United States| Forces Headquarters in Vienna

instructed the Mllltary Permlt Office in Paris to grant Mr Meiry
the authorization to travel Fo Austria immediately. Nevertheless,
the issuing of this authorization to enter the country only took
place on 24. February. ‘

7. On the afternoon of the same day, I had a very friendly
conversation with Mr s § Silver, the director of the Joint for
Austria, in which I informedlhlm of all the steps which had been
taken and was given a complqtely free hand by him, with only the
two following requests from him: a) to allow his representative
to take part in the inVentoﬁy in Salzburg and to then give him a
copy of it, b) to get in touch with him before the final decision
about where I was to take thh Becher deposit. I agreed to both. I
took Arthur Pier along to tﬂis conversation.

8. On 18 February, I had a further discussion with Capt. Treese
about the technical procedure on the inventory, the appraisal,
etc., as well as about the determination of Mr Meiry's and my
status during our stay in Austria. As to the last point, I was
very firm, and aimed at having the same status as the official
delegates of the Internatiocnal Government Committee. This
included food and lodging 1d the Bmerican officers' quarters, use
of the military trains, etc., I enclose a copy of the relevant
"accrediting order" and empha51ze that what was decisive for me
was not being awarded persodal privileges or generating savings
for the Jewish Agency, but 4ather to take care that the
representatives of the JeW1sh Agency had the status virtually of
a government. !

{page 4}

9.)After the considerations ébove, it was now my task to await Mr
Meiry's arrival. I used the |intervening time in order to make

17
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‘A | .
contact with the manager of|the Military Property Control Branch
in Salzburg, Capt McKenzie {?}, and with the representative of
the Joint in Salzburg, Mr Friedmann; I made both visits after
consultation with Mr Golan.

10. As explained above, Mr Meiry arrived in Salzburg only on 25
February. Immediately afterhhis arrival, we examined the Becher
ceposit. The deposit consisted of two parts:

I, Nos 1 - 15 of the lnventary which we made later was 1in the
security deposit facility of the Osterreichische Nationalbank
{Austrian National Bank}. These items consisted of gold bars and
gold coins.

II. The parts 16 - 25 {°} of the inventory which we later made
were in a safe of the Bank fur Oberdsterreich und Salzburg (Bank
for Upper Austria and Salzburg}, the keys for which were still in
the hands of the military g@vernment Mr Meiry estimated the
entire Becher deposit at $55 000.00, to which another $10,000.00
was later added. (Our first%telegram in this matter, which states
$55,000.00, is to be corrected appropriately.)

As stated above,,no off1c1al American inventory existed. We
had in our hands only a klnd of list which had been made at an
unknown point in tlme,‘but apparently relatively shortly after
the transfer of the dep031t by Becher had been made,
specifically, apparently by|Dr Mosche Schweiger in the presence
of the American officer Mason, who is now in Berlin. Mr Meiry
fixed the sum of $65,000 low at my request. It can rise with
favorable valuation, but not very considerably.

A comparison with the|above-mentioned list, as well as
conversations which I had ig Austria and later in Geneva with all
the persons who were lnvolved -- Joel Nussbacher, Dr Mosche

Schweiger, Dr R Kastner, and others -- provide no basis for the
assertion that Becher had handed over more objects to the
American military authorltles than were present in the deposit at
the time of our inventory, 1 e., that there were objects that had
disappeared after the Amerlcans had taken possession of the
deposit. It is clear that Becher had handed over to Mr Mosche
Schweiger only an extraordlnarlly small part of those valuables,
which had been handed over Jn Hungary by Jews in order to be
allowed to emigrate. )

When, in conversatlonsfamong us there was talk of much
larger sums (several mllllon dollars), this sum was not a result
of an examination of the Becher dep051t but rather a calculated
value which was achieved by |multiplying the number of Jews who
took part in the selection program {?} with the amount of the
ransom money demanded.

7
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11. On 28 February, adain in Vienna, I informed Mr Silver a)
about {page 5} our appraisal, b) about our decision to bring the
Becher deposit to Geneva.
12. On 1 March, Mr Treese 1nformed us that my authorization had
arrived from Jerusalem. On the same day, we asked

a) the Palestine Offlce, Geneva, to undertake the necessary steps
with the Swiss authorltles For bringing the deposit into that
country;

b) Linton or Lichtigeﬂ; London, to insure the transport to
Geneva;

c) we informed you abont the arrival of the authorization.

13. In a final meeting‘with‘Mr Barr and Mr Treese, we worked out
the entire procedure of the|USFHG for Salzburg, as well as the
text of the receipt. . f

At the same tlme, we asked for a letter from the USFHG
which would confirm the fact of the transfer of the Becher
deposit to the Jewish Agency, and above and beyond this, which
was to characterize the posatlon of the Jewish Agency in this
connection. I received the enclosed letter, the wording of which
in my opinion goes very farki On the assumption that it is a
matter of an important declaration of principle, I enclose three
additional photographs.

14. On the same day, Mr Melry and I paid a courtesy call on Mr
James A Garrison, Chief of the Reparation, delivery, and
Restitution Division, who had returned only that day from the
London negotiations about the Austrian peace treaty and who
himself had had no part in the Becher affair. '

15. On the same day, we paid a farewell visit to Mr Silver, who
expressed his extraordinary satisfaction at the degree of
cooperation, but on the other had given us a completely free
hand. ‘

16. From 6 to 10 March we were again in Salzburg. During these
days, we made a) the 1nventory, a copy of which is enclosed as
part of the confirmed receipt, b) we packed the objects for
export, c) we telephoned repeatedly with Geneva about the mode of
transport into Sw1tzerland,id) we received the transport
insurance through our London office, e) we obtained the necessary
military exit documents, f)|we arranged with the military
government for a guard to be supplied, consisting of a first
lieutenant and a private. :

s
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During the inventory process, Mr Friedmann of the Joint in
Salzburg was present for a few minutes, then, however, excused
himself immediately after I had promised to give him a copy of
the inventory. ! ‘F

{page 6}

17. On 11 March, we traveled with the above-mentioned object to
Switzerland, which we entered in Buchs. There Miss Bertha
Erlanger of the Palestine Offlce in Geneva was waiting for us.
According to the arrangements which had been made by Dr Posner
and Dr Schops, we placed SFR 5000.00 as a deposit in Zell, and
had the two suitcases sealed, in which we had the Becher deposit.
On 12 March, after a conversation with Dr Posner and Mr Meiry,
and after those above had already left Geneva, as well as after a
telephone conversation with |[Mr Saly Mayer, Joint representative
for Switzerland, I brought the two suitcases, after another
sealing by us, to the bonded customs warehouse in Geneva in
return for the release of the above-mentioned SFR 5000.00 customs
guarantee. The two suitcases will remain stored in the customs
office until I) a complete release from customs is obtained from
the government, II) perm1531on is obtained to again export
articles for which a general export prohibition exists. In view
of the necessity for me to return to my EEL {?)} work, and in view
of the fact that Dr Posner and Mr Meiry had left Geneva, I took
care of the perm1551on for release from the bonded customs
warehouse in the following way: the release can take place
through two of the follow1ng three men: D Arian, Saly Mayer,
Samuel Schops. A copy of the receipt for the security deposit 1is
enclosed. I have left the orlglnal receipt as well as the keys to
the two suitcases with Miss |Bertha Erlanger for Dr Posner.

Furthermcre, I left the enclosed copy of a memorandum for
Dr Posner. 7

i

18. In accordance with the request of Dr Posner, I will go
tomorrow to St Gallen 1n order to discuss there with Mr Saly
Mayer the points which are Stlll to be undertaken. I enclose a
copy of my letter of yesterday to Mr Mayer.

19. I would not like to cloée this report without thanking you,
my respected Mr Kaplan, for|the confidence which you showed me in
connection with the transfer of this task, at a time when the
scope of this task seemed con51derably greater than it later
turned out to be.

On the other hand, I reqret, of course, the smallness of
the final outcome; if the overall dimensions of the Becher
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deposit had been much @reat?&, it would not have required that
much more time and effort, either.

20. I ask, too, for permission to thank Mr Meiry for his friendly
cooperation, as well as Mr J Golan and Mr Arthur Pier for their

help. As already emphasized

manifested into the last details the wish to be of help. For many

of the men, it was only the

expression to their sympathy for the cause of Zionism. I am
convinced that the atmosphere which has arisen in conjunction

with the Becher deposit can
projects. If, nevertheless,

for only 5 short weeks; that lay in the unavoidable formalities

of a military machine.

1

-
g

above, the American authorities

possibility of {page 7} of giving

be used for other restitution
the resolution of the matter lasted

I3
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{document 1}
Geneva,

To Dr.

From Dr.

13 March ;947

Ch. Pozner

D. Arian

I brought the two

1. Consistent with our conversation yesterday,
suitcases which contained the Becher deposit to the duty-free
customs office of Cornavin. Today I sealed the two suitcases once
again, using the Erlanger famlly seal, so that they are now under
double seal:
I. the lead seal which was applied in Buchs
ITI. the seal.
In the customs office, I was| confronted by the n303551ty of
having to arrange the authorlzatlon to take possession of the
suitcases. Since the formalltles lasted for a very long tlme, you
had already left, and we determlned the right of repossession as
follows: 2 of the following 3 gentlemen, Dr. D. Arian, Saly
Mayer, Dr. Scheps. The de01d1ng factor for me in this arrangement
was what you told me about the need to show regard for Saly
Mayer. In this was, it can be represented to him that the
authorization to take this step lay jointly with the Palestine
Office and the Joint, apart from myself, as I received the
objects, as you know, on ny own authority from the Americans.

2. I transmit to you herew1th through Miss Berta Erlanger the
storage receipt as well as albill for SFR 170, with the
stipulation that, in connectlon with the second copy of the
storage receipt, Saly Mayer would have to provide an additional
copy of his signature. I will get this from him and then send it
to you with the request that?you submit it in the Free Port of-
Geneva. I will then provide you with an additional copy for your
files. . ,

3. Also at this time I am passing on to you through Miss Erlanger
2 Keys to each of the two suitcases; there are no other keys
available.

4. Also at this time I leaving to you for your eventual use a
photocopy of the document of[the United States Forces in Austria
(Headquarters) referring to the Becher deposit.

5. As you can see from the certlflcate of receipt, the dep051t
incurs storage charges of SFR 50 a month and SFR 100 a month for .
fire insurance. A further reason to remove the suitcases as
quickly as possible from the duty-free customs storage facility.
6. The suitcases are, as you|see, insured against fire, and are
there under the respon51b111ty of the duty-free customs storage
facility. Nevertheless, 1 would consider it correct to insure
them additionally agalnst all forms of theft; however, I would
like to leave that decision to you.

1
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7. As far as I can see, the two following steps must now be
undertaken:

a) complete exemptlon ;rom import duties, so that the
contents of the two sultcases can be withdrawn from the duty-free
storage facility without payment of duties;

b) certainty that, if you should so decide, all parts of
the dep051t can be taken out51de of Switzerland, even if, e.g.,
there is a Swiss export prohlbltlon for the category of
merchandise in questlon.

8. Since I do not know exactly whether you removed a copy of the
inventory yesterday, to be on the safe side I enclose another
one. In addition, the Mllltary Property Control Branch promised
me that they would issue 4 certified copies of the inventory. I
hope to get them in the next}few days. If you absolutely need
one, I will send it to you, but T would ask you to request a
certified copy only 1f,you absolutely need it.

9. May I remind you that, acLordlng to the arrangement made with
Mr. Meiry, a suitcase (which| contains the packets 1-15 and which
is equipped with toilet articles) belongs to me. I would be very
grateful to you if you would|{do your best to see that it is
returned to me as quickly as|possible.
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{document 2}

H

Dr. D. Arian giirich, 14 March 1947
Palestine Office V
Geneva

Dear Dr. Posner:

This morning I called Mr. Saly Mayer from Ziirich, and agreed that
I would send him the storage |declaration for the "Becher deposit"
for the purpose of obtaining|a signature by mail, and that after
giving his signature heiwould send the declaration to you
immediately (see the enclosed copy of the letter).

In other respects, a certain|disagreement seems to have arisen
between Mr. Saly Mayer and the Joint office in Paris about the
handling of the "Becher dep051t " and I have the impression that

Mr. Mayer will stand aside somewhat from the later evaluation; he

told me that the matter now lies in Paris in the hands of Mr.
Katzkes, whom I once brieflymet and whom I will now look up at
the request of Mr. Mayer.

Mr. Mayer, however, is readyito be of assistance in connection
with the release from customs and the export authorization, and

asks that you or Dr. Scheps get in touch with him as soon as
possible in this regard.

Sincere greetings, to your wife and sister-in-law as well,
. )

illegible

Yours truly,

D Arian | ;

Enclosure:

1 copy of letter

17
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{document 3}

Dr. D. Arian  gziirich, 14 M
Palestine Office

Geneva

Mr. Saly Mayer
st. Gallen

Dear Mr. Mayer:

Following up on our telephon
liberty of sending to you he
the "Becher deposit" in the
Geneva, with the request tha
and then return the declarat
as soon as possible.

|

Yours respectfully :

and with a Zionist greeting |

Yours truly,

Dr. Arian

Enclosure:

1 storage declaration

arch 1947

t

e conversation today, I take the
rew1th the storage declaration for
‘duty-free customs storage facility in
t you sign it in the space prov1ded
ion to the Palestine Office in Geneva

i
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CoPY

HEADQUARTERS

MILITARY GOVERNMENE

LAND SALZBRUG
DETACHMENT 7,

APQ 541 1

SUBJECE: Receipt for Kurt Becheq
Property, Serial Nos. S
S 3.8002 Sa.

TO: Jewish A gency for Pale
S&leWgo .
ATTN: Mr. Gaulan. :

Five /5/ truec coples ofj

AUSTRIA
753

RJC/bes
19 March 1947

eand Willy Antetmann
3.300) Ba, S 3.3002 Sa,

§tine, Getreldegasss 24,

the recelpt for the

above subject property are forwarded hevewlith as

requested,

Incls:
5 coples, Becher-Antetmann Recel]

BY ORDER OF THE CO#MANDING OFFICER:

Howard A Mackenzie
Captaln - Spec Bes
Property Control Officer

t,

11
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COrY/8

ADQ UARTERS
UNID&D STATES FORCES IN AUSTRIA
UsaCA BECTLON :

Reparations, Deliveries and Restitution Diviaion
A¥O ?77' Uuu AIRY
March 22, 1947,

Dear Ariani
Thanks foXr your very n&oo noto of the l1l2th of kerch, Am
to know you reached Geneva all righte You should have no difficulvy
from there &n I imagine. I deep l{ roﬁrat that your stay here wus not
made more pleasant and ondeyable ut sure you undersatand the militany
Army is equipped to!

attitude in these matters. I dant ‘belleve the
of an operation sugessfully but as long as they have

hapdle this type
been given the responsidility thaxe ia 1ittle we gan do about it buv]aaxa

the bast of ite
There is a ohagtar or the story regarding the transfer of this
not yet |famlliaxe It 18 now on its way to Jour

loot wivh which {2u are
agency ia an offleial letber. ouxfice for the pressent to tell ou that

you were glven mores than was 1nt¢ndnd but that you are goin§
UoRes ag Lt 1is n

permitted to keeép it -~2%t
sama TategCTy. ”Tﬁﬁ??ﬁf“anuﬂ g a3petts. Vnrycns here wss very | muoh

'upset and they tried %o haye .. 9& Bhopped at the bordexr but iurtunatoly
for your ageacy they could not locate you. IV amused me Do end and

' ut once recommeddsd - that we forget the whole matter end let you kae

it, which recommondation was finally followed for the slupls reusaon tGhere

was nothipng else to do as the eoulﬂ not reach you in time,
Neadless Go say i enJayad,yaur visit here very much axfepb

"that I was coutinually emburrassed because we gould nob maks 1t more
confortable. I learpsd more abqut Halegtine tnan in all my previous lt
and 1t was very interesting.apd ll&uminahing _All power to tho kalestine
movenddnt. 1 have alwa{a been for it but am now more 80 than ever LOLore

thanks to your explanutlon of vna whole projects %'o
Am enslosing two copics of the pictures we tooke. These

came out the best. rnnnking fer your good wishes and sssuring you of my
warm Tegarda, ‘
- -Yours ver y sincerely,

Sgds Jomes Barr
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o

_Mr, Ellezer Kaplan
Jewlsh Agency for
¥,0,B, 92 !
Jex'usa.lem, Pa.lestine [

Traa.aurait‘, :
ﬁalestine :

Dear Bire

As you .are aware Dr Dagobemz A:'J.an and I}r Meir Benzion
Meiry, representing your agenoy, recently lef? Salzburg, Austrise,
after receiving the looted property known as the Kurt Becher
deposit, This transfer was made to your agenoy in accordance -

with directives from the W&ﬂ‘Departmant ‘

In turning this gowonlled Kurt Becher loot over.to these

reﬁresentatives there was inoludad addlt looted material,
also origlnally taken from Hungaf?"an gubsequently confiscated’//

from one W;;;g¥”§§§g§yggg, an alleged German Party leader,
The reveipts signed by your rapresentatives covered all this

property and as the eo~oalled Anxetmann loot 18 in the same
oategor{ a8 the Kurt Beoher loot 4t 18 of course assumnsd that
you will use the proceeds for reiief ‘and rehablilitation purposee

in aooordance with your basio directives.
' Very. truly yours,

T (ai ed) '
.. v DJd w1ckland
|- Oaptain AGD

- Aset AdJ General
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{document 4}
Dr. RESZO KASZINER Geneva,

Mr. Chaim Posner

Director of the Palestine Off

Geneva

Dear Chaim:

11 April 1947

ice

Pursuant to our last conversatlon in regard to resolving those
positions (Vaadath Ezra-Hazalah Budapest; Haavaroth), which
appear most urgent, I have rev1ewed the final report presented to
our chawer Eliezer Kaplan and take the liberty of directing your
attention to the follow1ng p?51tlons'

1) The Weiner matter.,(seetflnal report enclosure 2). Our
chawer Offenbach was sentenced in-arbitration to a payment
of 2300 dollars, his apartment furnlture was sequestered,

etc.

1

A copy of the sentence 1n the Hungarlan language is
available. The payment of this debt is to be regarded as

absolutely urgent.

2) The case of Julie Deék'

‘According to her letter of 30 May

1946, Ms. Dedk has recelved only SFR 6,100.~- from the SFR
21, 100.-~ originally transferred A further SFR 2,000.~~
were supposed to have béen paid to her by you. If that is
correct, there would be|SFR 13,000.-- still due to Ms. Deéak.
Since it is a question of a Haavara which has been confirmed

by all respons1ble partles, this amount,

.except for the SFR

2,000.-- in dispute, should be paid to Ms. Deédk.

3) Five haavara positions w1th a total value of SFR 2,000.--
- which were originally advanced by Eng. Biss and whlch are

now owed to the vaada.

The original recelpts are available.

4) The haavaroth of the Bergen -Belsen people who are now in

Switzerland.
I would prefer not to make ar
but leave it to you Whlch of
urgent ;
With sincere Shalom,

Yours,

Rezsb

these,

if any,

ny suggestions or recommendations,

should be regarded as

i1

7
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{document 5}

DA/B-n Stockholm, 23 Aprill 1947

PALESTINE OFFICE
8 Rue Petitot
GENEVA

RE: The Becher deposit

Dear Dr. Posner:

The Becher deposit has still [not left me in peace, since I have,
as you know, no documentary proof that the American military
government has handed. over everything that they previously took
from Becher. For this reason, I have gotten in touch with Mr.
Mason in Berlin, who at.a very early stage had seen the Becher
deposit. Mr. Mason told me that shortly after taking possession
of the deposit, on his own and Dr. Kastner's initiative, a Jewish
jeweler (a Viennese?) had v1ewed the deposit and had made a list
and an appralsal Can you, w1th Dr. Kastner's help, find out who
that was, and in that case get a copy of this list and appraisal?
If so, I would be very grateful to you if you could send me
these. In addltlon, I would llke to observe that even Mr. Mason
was of the opinion that the Becher deposit amounted to 100,000
dollars at the most, and it was incomprehensible to him what the
other much higher sums named were based on.

I think that I will be in Parls in the middle of May, and will
telephone you as soon as pQSSlble, if I do not meet you there.

Any mail that you send to me (in Paris I will look for at Mr.
L??tvack's or Miss Schiff's. |

On the Seder evening, I thought about you a great deal, and very
much regretted not being able to spend the evening w1th you, your
wife, and your circle of friénds. I hope that these lines will
reach you in the best of health, and remain, with many greetings
to you all and Miss Bertel, ' :

Yours very truly,

{illegible notation} ;

11




{document 6}
28 April 1947
P/S
Dr. R. Kastner,
1, rue Marignac
Geneva
Dear Rezsd:
I am sending to you herewith
of the 23rd {?} of this mont
With a cordial Shalom,l

Dr. Ch. Pozner

g

‘the copy of a letter of chawer Arian

h, which has just arrived, with the
request for a response soon.

17
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{document 7}

Dr. REZSO KASZTNER |
Geneva

1, rue Marignac Geneva, 30 Aﬁril 1947

Mr Chaim Posner

Director of the Palestine Off

Geneva

Dear Chaim:

ice

For the sake of form, I‘conf

irm receipt of your valuable letter

of the 28th of this month, ayd the copy of the letter from Dr.
Arian which was directed to you.

In this connection, I take the llberty of making the following

observations:

1) At that time, in the presence of Dr. M. Schweiger, I
suggested to Mr. Mason Fhat he should have the deposit
examined by Mr. Offenbach and the Budapest jeweler who had

originally made out the|

appraisal. Only in this way would a

realistic comparison between what was formerly handed over

and the present depositf

be possible.

2) The general disappbintmént about the value of the deposit

seems a bit puzzling tol

me. It seems to me that none of our

chawerim had taken the trouble to ask whether the deposit
handed over by Becher was identical to the valuables handed

over to him in Budapest/
was under no obligation

by our vaada? In other words: Becher
at all to return even a part of

those objects. What he handed over to us was pure profit.
What happened to the rest could be the subject of an
investigation -- for hlstory

With a cordial Shalom, !
Yours,

Rezsb

{illegible notations at bottom right}
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

MAIL

Telograms :

“JEVAGENCY" JERUSALEM |

Treasury bepartment

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

! 1 ¢

Teiephone : 4871 (b LINES) T o b

(odes : BENTLEY'S

Ref. No.

Jerusalem

November 23rd, 1947.

Dr. Walter Butler,
Legal Department, : .
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
Head Quarters Zone Command,
Austria. K :

Re,: DBecher Deposit, o
Dear Sir, Your letter @ated 23,7.47.

- I very much regret the delay in answering your above mentioned
letter, which, however, was brought to my attention only after my
return from abroad. 5 S

I
2. While in Austria and Switzerland, Dr, Arian devoted his
greatest attention to the discrepancy existing between the value
of articles altusily ramded—over to. him as the—Becher-deposit"
and previous indications made by various Jewish pariies. I am
enclosing a copy of the relative paragraph from Dr, Arian's report
on his mission, : ‘

I would further add that Dr,.Arian has worked in full accord
with Mr, 8.8, Silver, at that §ime Joint Dirsctor for Austria and
your office at Salzburg, and tha _t at the actual taking of the in-
ventory between the 7th and 1oqh March, 1947, Mr, Friedman from

your Salzburg office was present.

3. I am very glad to learn that yoﬁr Legal Department now intends

to revert to this matter, und that there are Ffacts indicating that

the value of the originelly seilzed treasure probably exceeded the
er . '

any data or o in this connection,

4. Since I do not know what i3 the source of your inventory of
tne valuables taken over b¥ Dr."Arian_and Mr. Mei¥y;,- which you

wmentioned In-your—Tetder, I am enclosing a copy of the inventory
which DiéUgié%Egg3gEig;EgiE9,xng;gggﬁgizzjggﬁygnggiﬁﬁEHias part
of the - n m, Ijyam, however, not in & position to
indicate from this end the exac} weight of the various gold items

and the fine content of the gold, as well as the carat size of the
diamonds, I am, therefore, sending a copy of your above mentioned

letter and of this letter to Dr! Ch. Posner, representative of the

Jewish'Agenc‘ for Palestine at Geneva, requesting him to put at-
your disposal the required details, as far as he is in a position

3/66-3000~00302/43 wOW
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Page 2 1!1':»
to do so, .Furtnermofe, I
by Dr. Arian from the files of the
Vierma and Salzburg respectively,

am attaching copies of two pages copied

YRI9° PR PTIPR punon

THE JEWISH AQGENCY FOR PALESTINK

Property Control Branch in
Dr, Arian tried without success

to find out to whom refer[the words "by me' in the final paragraph

When

of list "B, Becher Deposit",
in Geneva,.£§i§#§§£?1emaﬁj%hought they might refer to him, but he

was not certain on this point,

Dr. Arian was alreadyj on the occasion of his first visit
told by Mr, James Barr, Deputy Chief Reparation Delivery and
Retribution Division, and ?pt. Walter M. Treece, Property Control
Branch in U,S,A. Forces Austria H.Q., that they estimated the
Becher-Deposit at a valus of approximately $60,000 - $80,000 and
they did not understand the higher expectations,

5.
visable to contact Xurt Becher and
6.
gations, Needless to say,|I am at

any further queries you may have,

4 enclas,

¢/c Dr, Ch, Posner, Jewish

5

i

3/44--3¢00-03031/3

I should like to have|your opinion whether you think it ad-

_ .Agency for Palestine, Geneva.
Mr, B. Jaf?e,, Jewish Agency for Palestine, Salzburg.

he showed 1%t t0 Dr. Senweiger

to inquire as to his evaluati

oI,

T shall be very glad to hear about the outcome of your investi-

your disposal in comnection with

Very. sincerely yours,

¢ /47%7
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{document 8} f 3
4 March 1948

To the . ’
General Customs Authority of |[Switzerland

Bundesgasse 3
Bern

RE: Duty-free import of a sthment of gold coins and broken gold
(objects) '

Dear Sirs:

We refer to our visit at your office on 25 February and to our
discussion with your Mr. Muller.

On the occasion of this discussion, we explained to you that the
Headquarters, United States Forces in Austria, Usaca Section,
Reparations, Deliveries and Restitution Division APO 777, U.S.
Army had at the beginning of |March 1947 released a number of gold
coins and gold objects which|were no longer usable to the Jewish
Agency for Palestine. These had been taken by the National
Socialist regime in Germany from the Hungarian Jews, and were to
be used for refugee relief. In the same month, the shlpment was
brought to Switzerland, and 51nce that time has been in the Port-
Franc de Cornavin in Geneva under dossier no. 8445.

The transfer to Switzerland took place because the Jewish Agency
for Palestine had decided to|use the proceeds from the sale of
these valuables for financing the departure to Palestine of
emigrants, who were in Switzerland.

We enclose now for your 1nformat10n a copy of the communication
of Headquarters, Unlted‘states Forces in Austria, Usaca Section,
Reparations, Deliveries and Restltutlon Division APO 777, U.S.
Army, as well as a copy of the list of the valuables whlch are
involved, and most humbly request that, in view of their origin
as well as of the benevolent@purpose to which they are to be
used, you grant permission for their export free of duties.
Anticipating your positive decision with great interest, we thank
you in advance for your consideration, and remain,

t

-With great respect,
Dr. Ch. Posner " prl s. Scheps

Enclosures: 1 copy of a letter
o of a list

t
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{document 9}
]
GENERAL CUSTOMS AUTHORITY OF

Postal Checking Abcounﬁ

III 704

Telephone Gy

Office Palestinien de Sulsse‘

8, rue Petitot

Geneve

Your Your :
ref. message of

4 March 1948

i
You request permission
gold coins and unusable gold

from the Hungarian Jews and W
the emigration to Palestine.|

We wish to draw your a°
legal or procedural provisio
of admitting the shipment wh
warehouse of Geneva-Cornavin

SWITZERLAND

Our BERN
- ref. 3 April 1948
57/90

to allow the admission duty-free of
objects, which were previously taken
which were then released to finance

ttention to the fact that there is no
n which would offer the opportunity
ich is stored in the duty-free
'duty-free. Hence, the import duties

which apply to the referenced coins and precious metal objects
basically must be paid accordlng to tariff. Insofar as the
objects of precious metal had become unusable before the

imposition of duties,
metals, whereas the jewels w
Under these preconditions, t
paid: |

Rate
Gold coins duty-free
Broken gold SFR 1 per q

Jewels SFR 60 per g

As to the jewels, they
tax of 10% of their value. I

they can be admitted as unfinished precious

ould have to be taxed separately.
he following import duties are to be
Sales tax

:4% of the value stated on the
. import authorization

6% of the value of the object
6% of the value of the object

are subject to an additional luxury

n connection with the imposition of

duties on broken gold and go&d coins, an import authorization

from the Swiss National Bank

The customs office in

' is to be presented.

the duty-free warehouse of Geneva-

Cornavin has been notified by us of these matters.

Respectfully,

Federal General Customs Authority

i1
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Head of the Operations Division
/illegible/
N3 _enclosures
;
!
i
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{document 10}
Dr. Ch. Posner 13 March 1948
Geneva ; i

Dear Dr. Posner:

I am especially happy to be 1n a position to assume that, with
our discussion yesterday, the matter of the "haavarot" of our
vaada has, after an unfortunate delay of almost three years, come
to an end.

In consultation with chawer Offenbach, we state herewith that we
regard the list compiled yesterday with you as final, and that as
far as we know there is no further claim which, on our part,
would be regarded as justlfled and for which we would be ready
to assume any respon51b111ty! (To the demand "Sipos" and "Szanto"
made recently, we have responded in separate letters.)

|
While asking you to pay these debts as quickly as possible, we
also thank you for yourwchawer ish efforts

With cordial Zionist greetings,

Dr. Kasztner
S. Offenbach

117
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P/N

Mr. Bahral,

Ihe Jewish Agency for Palestine,
P.C.B. 92

Jerusalem : :

i
i

D

Concerne:Hecher-deposit.

Dear Mr. Bahral,

With reference to your letter of
the decgired photo-copy of the Be?

ur ref,: 289/4/6

March 24th. 48

»
R

}

“

ikavrch 3rd., please find enclosed

her - deposit document,

T —— e

W
It 1s perfectly true that vis~ﬁ~vis the custows and other au-
thorities here, we avre the sole disposers of the two gold
coins and gold objects trunks in|gquestion. Some time ago,
I examined the depusit and ust tell you, that in my opinion

the gold objects arvre pravailingly

their sale will not bring in wuch. furtheremore,
|b, competent specialists.

have estimated the whole du}osit
shortly.. } : i

vou certalaly know, it has bee
Apuary to hand the uepusit Lu

As
of

in such a condition that
i intend to

n decided at the beginnlng
the I.R.U Cfrice Levre.

‘'his in order that they might forward 1t frouw the tPh%oit depot
5 there. The sale should be

at cur ena to U,S5.4. end scll 1t
effected together with the other

Drcat quantitices og gold and

objects of value the liguluationjof whican they have been charged
of. Mr. A. Schwarz, head of ths l.R.U. Ufiice of deneva, who

at the beglnning agreed in prlncl

refused later on to carry it out, e

ple tu the said arrangesent,
s the watter seemed nim

to be too imsignificant. Thereupdn I applied once mure to the

Swiss competent custoss autnoritieb asalay

free duwportsation of the gold coin
By reasoning was that if we were |
tien, 1t would be thowo
in Switzerland. Forwervrly, as you

theys for tne duty-
8 and gald objJects in question.
grantecd the Jduty-free ilsporta-

the wost slwplie tu realise the deposit

certalonly know, &r, Sally Neler

was very much agalnst the realisation of the sald objects

in our country. As 00N as the hg
will let we ‘heve thelr answer to

you thereof, -

ad-customws-house ir, Berne
iy eppileution, I will iuform

Dr. Joseph Schwarz,linaeed, qeclareu himselt wil‘lng to pay

$30.000.-. But this omly on condf
Joint that after this remittance

tivn if we confirs to the |
no Vad H:zzal=s cl jws will be

put to him, As I do not want to give stch a coulflramtion on
our b=half, I handed a similar daclaration to the Joint in

Paris signed by Dr. A. Kastner an
name of the Vad Hazala in Budapes
who 1s returning thsse

¢ Mr, Exz. Offenbach in the
t. Dr. Joseph Schwarz,

4
1

p.t.O.
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H 1
3

s, stiould decide whether the said
1n any case, the voint
transfer the $30.000.= in questlo

era to reduce the rempa

days to Parl
do for him.

by letter to
time I am endeavouring
against the Vad Hazala ]
so that we may -IIquidate” the
Joint amount. We nave' already done our share 1in
debts ot Vad ¥azala. From the beginning of 1944
spent about moTe than $40.000.~

Noe

tatement of

send you shortly & 3
in Palestine.

I do hope to :
reditors residing

to Vad Hazala C
1 vring this to your;notice and réma;n

R

“yours very.ﬁruly,

Dr. Ch. Pozner

confirmation will
did not yet mese

] maining cla
about $65.000.-i,by Way—
whole affair by mean
c

for thls purpose.

R

t my request
In the mean-
ins
ef-negotiation,
§ of the sald
learing the
nhitherto I

the amdunts payable
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{document 11}
23 April 1948

To the

Swiss National Bank

in Bern

Gentlemen:

1

We transmit to you by enclosure the copy of our letter of 3 March
of this year to the Federal General Custons authority, as well as
that of their reply of 3 Aprll 1948 concerning the duty- and tax-
free admission of gold colns and bars accordlng to the enclosed
inventory. In view of the fact that it is a question of valuables
which were released by the hdadquarters of the American army in
Austria to the Jewish Agency {for Palestine for the purpose of
helping Jewish refugees, we take the liberty of most humbly
requesting the granting of perm1ss1on for the duty- and tax-free
import of these valuables

In thanklng you cordlally in advance for your consideration, we
remain, _ :

With deep respect, ; .

Dr. Ch. Pozner D. S. Scheps

Enclosures: ‘

1. Letter to the General Customs Authority of 4 March 1948

2. Reply of the General: Customs Authority of 3 April 1948

3. List of the gold coins and bars

4. Communication of the headquarters of the American Army in
Austria, stating that the valuables were released to the Jewish
Agency for Palestine. |
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{document 12}

~ WEIDEN-Upper Palatinate
" Bavaria US Occupation Zone
Bismarckstrasse 9

Dr. C. H. Posner
Director of the Palestlne Of{ice
Geneva ’
Rue Petitot

currently Hamburg, 30 May 1948

Dear Dr. Posner:

Dr. Kasztner had a telegram eent to me, saying that he would
already be flying on to Palestlne on 8 May, and that I should get
in touch with you 1mmed1ately, since you would be handling
everything in the future. 1

I presume that Dr. Kasztner has informed you in detail about our
discussions, and that you are also in possession of the
statements and notes.

On the occasion of my current stay in Hamburg, I had the
opportunity to speak with MrJ~Kettlltz, my former colleague, and
discovered that he had dep051ted the amount not, as I had
erronecusly written to you, w1th the German Embassy in Bern, but
rather with the German Consulate or German Consulate General in
Ziirich. I have asked Mr. Kettlltz to make a memorandum about it
in the form of a sworn statement, which I hope I will be able to
send to you in the near future.

As to the further development of matter 163, I cannot make any
report to you until I have spoken with the gentlemen in Niirnberg
-~ this will be at the end of June -- since I was not able to
travel further for that purpose because of my present trip.

As regards the machlnes, I am at the moment involved in serious
negotiations and hope that I|can soon give you precise documents
about them. The matter is in|itself very difficult, because there
are no new ones, and with used machines the questlon of obtalnlng
spare parts and the pOSSlblllty of repair must be clarified in
detail. If your position should be affected by this, I ask you to
let me know. Regarding p0551ble gquestions about the transaction,
I will speak with Mr. Levy of the Jewish Agency at the beginning
of. July in Munich.

Following up on the suggestion of Dr. Kasztner, I would consider
it helpful if we could all dlSCUSS this personally in the not too
distant future. Would it be convenlent for you or one of your
gentlemen if we could arrange a meeting for August of this year?
For me, the most suitable meetlng place would probably be Lorrach
in the vicinity of Basel
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Please give me this informatilon, so that I know that a connection
has been established for future communications.

If you write to Dr. Kasztner, please give him my best regards and
greetings. It goes without sqying that it would interest me very
much to know how he is and how the matter there is going and I
would be happy to receive any message from you regarding this.
For today, I remain, with best regards,

Yours very truly,

Kurt A. Becher
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{document 13}

Herbert Kettlitz
Hamburg
Loogeplatz 6

Sworn Statement

I, Herbert Kettlitz, born 18 |February 1908 in Lehe an der Weser,
merchant by occupation, ‘was in September of 1944 assigned by the
Armed Forces to the "Waffen-SS" {military arm of the police
organization of the National-Socialist Party}, specifically, to
the "SS-Ausrlistungsstab" {SS |supply staff} of the FHA
{"Flihrungshauptamt" = Central Admlnlstratlve Offlce} in order to
perform a purely commercial function.

In November 1944, I received |a special assignment from Mr. Kurt
A. Becher, the director:of the above-named staff, which took me
for a short time to Sw1tzerland. It involved negotlatlons which
were going on between Mr. Becher, on the one hand, and the
representatives of the Jew1sh Agency and the J01nt D.Cc., Ssally
Meyer of St. Gallen and Dr. Fudolf Kasztner of Budapest, on the
other. ‘

After my authorization fo remain in Switzerland was unexpectedly
not extended, on 29 November 1944 I deposited the sum of SFR
16,000.~- (1n writing, sixteen thousand) with the German
Consulate or General Consulate in Ziirich with instructions that
this sum was to be handed over to a person who presented one-half
of a signature executed by me.

At the beginning of December 1944, I gave the torn half of a
piece of paper which would authorlze receipt of the sum to Mr.
Paul Holzach of Ziirich and Mr. Curt Triimpi of Glarus, with the
request to take possession of the amount without delay and to
hold it in safe-keeping for Mr. Becher.

I make this sworn statement in the knowledge that the making of a
false sworn statement is pun:shable at law.

Hamburg, 3 June 1948

Herbert Kettlitz ‘
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{document 14}
P/N {illegible}, 24 June 1948

Mr. Kurt A. Becher
Bismarckstr. 9

WEIDEN-Oberpfalz
Bavaria US Occupation Zone
Dear Mr. Becher:

Your letter of 30 May reached me only after a long delay, so that
I could only get to it today

Mr. Kastner, who already returned to Palestine on 11 May,
informed me about these dlscﬁ551ons with you. It goes without
saying that I am ready within the limits of my ability to support
the efforts to effect return|of the valuables in question. I must
say, however, that I do not have enough material at my disposal
in order to be able for formla clear picture of the possibilities
and ways of realizing them. Perhaps you could send me these
documents.

As to the question of a‘meeting in the month of August, I regret
that I cannot give you a deflnltlve answer at this time. I will
get back to you regardlng your suggestlon.

In the hope of hearing }n detail from you very soon, I greet you,

Yours very truly, 1
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{document 15}

Kurt A. Becher

Dr. Ch. Pozner

Geneva

8, Rue Petitot {
Weiden, 5 July 1948

Dear Dr. Pozner: |
I have received your 11nes of
Kasztner had had the intentic
existing documents about the
on his journey.
worthwhile for me to learn

For that reason,
from you whether Mr. Kasztner conveyed

WEIDEN-Oberpfalz
Bavaria US Occupation Zone

Bismarckstr. 9

the 24th of June of this year. Dr.
on of thoroughly explaining the

4 objects to you before continuing
it would have been in any case

documents:

to you the following written
{

1 my statement of 16 April 1948 regarding 16,000.--

2 the 1nterrogat10n transcript of 16 April 1948 and my

statement of 12 Aprll 1948 regarding 163,000.--

No.

NQ.

No. :
statement of 8 April 194!
April 1948 regarding 100,

No.

As I advised in my letter of
from Mr. Kettlitz pertaining

Immediately upon receipﬁ of ypur communication,
as far as my information permits,

you in detail,
points. I suggest that we in
specific number given above.

At the same time,
machine project being worked

3 the letter from Mr. Kettlitz of 11 January 1947 and his

8, as well as my statement of 16

' 000.~-

! L‘
4 my note of 3 May 1948 regarding tractors.

30 May, I obtained another statement
to No. 1.

I will report to
about all
future make reference to the

I ask you to inform me whether the typesetting

on is still actlve, after the

currency reform has been carrled out here in the meantime.

Certainly the suppliers will

negotiations on the new basis!

Expecting your interim rgport;

Yours very truly,

Kurt A. Becher

be prepared to enter into

soon, I am, with best regards,
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{document 16} . ;
- Copy
Sworn Statement
+ I, Hans Wilhelm Eggen, born 5 June 1912, now residing at

Harnischstrasse 7, Hannover, swear, state, and declare, after

being informed of the 1nterrogation of Hans Jittner on 16 April
1948: : ‘

I remember having received the amount of SFR 163,000.-- during
the period referred to =~ although I no longer recall exactly the
specific amount as such -- w1th instructions to take this to
Switzerland and to depos1t 1t there. In light of the well-known
situation at that time, .that it was no longer possible for a
German to deposit money in Swiss banks, I deposited the amount,
for which I received a receipt, in the German Embassy in Bern
with Minister KOECHEL. As I recall, this amount was, in view of
the Anglo-American blockade restrlctlons applicable to
Switzerland, intended and prov1ded free of clearing for the
purchase of equipment which Germany needed. Part of the amount --
I can no longer remember the |exact sum, it was a question either
of the amount of SFR 83,000 or SFR 128,000 -- was, after prior
negotlatlons on this matter which had been conducted by Staff
Engineer von WRANGEL, at thag time with the Air Transport
Ministry, placed at the disposal of the Air Attache in Bern at
that time, the former Colonel KRIPP. The Reichsmark settlement
between the responsible sectilons was carried out and the amount
in Reichsmark was transferred or made available.

Niirnberg, Germany, 17 August [1948

! . (signed) Hans Wilhelm Eqgen
‘ Hans Wilhelm Eggen

Before me, Benno H. Selcke, U.S. civilian AGO identification no.
4-433012, Deputy Director, Evidence Division, Office of Chief of
Counsel for War Crimes, appeared Hans Wilhelm Eggen, to me known,
who 'in my presence signed the foregoing statement --
Eidesstattliche Erkldrung -- |consisting of one page in the German
language, and swore that the |same was true, on the 17th day of
August 1948 in Nurnberg, Germany.

(signed)} Benno H. Selcke
Benno H. Selcke

€A
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Tele: 34 66 o7 o Investigations Dranch
‘ ' Finance Division
63 HQ CCG -Bi-
B.A,O.R. 3

20th Aug 1948

FIN/ZON/HAL/""/0: /L0

To:- llerrn Kurt 4, Becker,
Weiden/Gbpf. i
Bismarckstr, 9

Subject:~  Interkommerz A,-G,, Zurich,

Herr Herbert Lﬁttlltz has refered we to you for
certain information, stating that you were his former superior
officer in the Waffen-ou - ubinuurustungsstab of the F,H.,A,~ in
connection with his commerclal functions in Switzerland in November
1944,

The Swisk bomnensation Cffice reported that
interkommerz ho=U,, held ‘frsi 100,000 in trust for lLerr Kettlitz
in a blocked acceunt. Luch aivergent information has been supplied
about the origin and use of t?ls money, Lkettlitz putting forwurd
a theory that it had some connection with an order fpr 4o tractors.

:;»@ cannot, however , enllghten us on the subject of who réally owned

the Sfrs. loo.o00, nor wno had originally made it available to iInter-
lommerz A.-G,

i
¢ ]

You are accordingly requested to forward me a statemént
uricr oath, notarially attested, giving all details which you know
regarding this Sfrs. loo.o000. You should, if possible, explain
a/ where the money came from, [b/ what connection Kettlitz had with
the sum in the first place, and ¢/ why this sum is shown in the
Interkoumerz A.-G, bocks 'in tke'name of hkettlitz,

I should also be gled if you will advise me of all

partlculars in your p0358551oq‘regarding the connection between
Interkowwerz A,-G, and Warenvertriebs CG.m.b.H., H.W. liygen, Berlin.

Please treat this matter as urgent.

zez. Unterschrift
. Halsteadf Key
WHK/Sen. .o Senior Control Officer

".Cop_‘ to - o ‘ :
Inv,Brench Dusceldorf ] . .
=,W,D,,London S
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{document 17}
Dr. Ch. Posner

Geneva Switzerland |
8 Rue Petitot :

Niirnberg, 27 August 1948
i

Dear Dr. Posner:

I do not know whether Dr. Kasztner has informed you of my
activity and existence. I worked on various problems with Dr.
Kasztner during his stay in Nurnberg, and Dr. Kasztner has
authorized me, among other thlngs to continue the inquiry into
the location of the SFR 163, 000 which were previously deposited
from the Becher trove in Sw1tzer1and I have now interrogated the
various former Nazi functlonarles who could be involved
concernlng this topic, and 1n the coming week will speak with Mr.
Eggen again. Dr. Kasztner told me that after the conclusion of
the 1nvestlgatlon I should contact you in order to inform you as
to the result. Since I am to|conclude my activity here in
Niirnberg on 3 September and am going in an unofficial capacity to
Vienna, I would like to hand|over to you the sworn statements
collected by me and the results of the investigation. At the end
of September, I will be. in Nurnberg again for a short time and
could, if you wish, visit yoq at the end of September in
Switzerland I would not want to forward the various statements
to you by mail, but hand the |things over to you personally.

I would be happy to hear from you very soon, and remain in the
meantime, ~ A

Yours truly, ;
| . Ccurt Ponger

Curt Ponger

{return address on envelope flap} CURT L. PONGER / OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF OF COUNSEL FOR WAR CRIMES / APO 696 A NUEMBERG / c/o US
ARMY x :

i1




{document 18}

Kurt A. Becher | 5 WEIDEN~Oberpfalz

' ' Bavaria US Occupation Zone
Bismarckstr. 9

4 September 1948

To the Investigation Branch
Finance Division

63 HQ CGG / BE / B.A.C. I. 3
FRANKFURT Main

RE. Your communlcatlon of 20 Auqust 1948 FIN/ZON/HAM/22609/10
Interkommerz AG, Ziirich

I have received you communlcatlon of 28 August 1948, and it goes
without saying that I am ready to provide 1nformat10n about the
above matter.

To begin with, I declare that I am giving the following
information to the best! of my information and belief, and that I
am prepared at any time to state them under oath, know1ng that
the making of a false sworn statement could incur punishment at
law.

In March of 1944, I assumed ﬁhe leadership of a staff of the
former "SS~Filhrungshauptamt" |{Central Administrative Office of
the SS} which had its seat in Budapest, Hungary, which was at
first involved with horses and the equipping of horses.
Shortly after I arrived'in Budapest, I began, at the request of
Jewish circles, negotiations |[with Himmler, the former
Reichsfiihrer of the SS, ‘on the one hand, and with Dr. R.
Kasztner, who was the dlrectcr of the Zlonlst Organization of
Hungary and at the same 'time lthe representative of the Jewish
Agency and the Joint Dlstrlbutlon Committee, on the other. These
negotiations led to the- sav1ng of life of ten thousands of Jews
and victims of political persecutlon, beginning in the autumn- of
1944, several larger and smalller transports, among others, went
to Sw1tzerland.

At the suggestion of the Jewigh group represented by Dr.
Kasztner, these negotiations were conducted on the sole basis
which offered any hope of a response from Himmler, that of
economic performance. Howeverj, it was agreed between Dr. Kasztner
and me -- soon after the beglnnlng of these negotiations -- that
I would retain the payments made by the Jewish side, if possible,
until after the end of the war, in order to convey them as soon
as possible in mutual consultatlon to the above mentioned
organizations for humanltarlan purposes. This agreement, by the
way, coincided to a very great extent with the efforts of the
representative of the Joint in Switzerland, who always made an
effort to guide the negotiations onto the track of humanitarian
reciprocity, a notion which found no consideration at all on the
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part of Himmler, apart from certain concessions which I obtained
only very late. I acted on the basis of a special authorization
which granted me practically |unlimited and exclusive right of
disposal. In addition to the |personal arrangement on my part
above, however, I managed to |[obtain -- as mentioned, at a later
point in time -- the cover which gave me the proper handle.

In the course of this rescue|operation, Dr. Kasztner asked me in
the fall of 1944 to take on an especially difficult individual
case. The Hungarlan 1ndustr1a1 magnate, Leopold Aschner, was
being held as a pr1soner in the concentration camp of Mauthausen.
Contrary to all existing regulations, I obtained from Himmler

his release and free passage |[to Switzerland, after I presented
Kasztner's offer to him, according to which the amount of SFR
100,000.-- would be made available. It was agreed at that time by
Dr. Kasztner and me that the ‘amount would be deposited in
Switzerland in trust with Mr. Paul Holzach, owner of the company
Intercommerz AG, Zurlch.

After I was held prlsoner unt11 the end of 1947 by the Americans,
and only in February of 1948 lwas brought before a court for the
first time, specifically a German tribunal, I was not able up to
this point in time to take any steps regard1ng the agreement made
at that time. I did not want|to, either, until I was again in
full and free possession of my rights of disposal and
determination, a status: whlch I gained through my being
classified as one of the group of those exonerated.

|
On 16 April 1948, I made a sworn statement before an official of
the Office of Ch1ef of Counsel for War Crimes in Niirnberg, that I
release the above-mentioned SFR 100,000.-- pursuant to the
agreement made for human1tar1an purposes. Since the amount on the
basis of its origin in my v1ew and pursuant to the agreement made
between the representative of the Jewish Agency and the A.J.D.C.
was to be used for humanitarian Jewish purposes, I was in _
agreement that, on the basis|of the suggestion of Dr. Kasztner as
representative of the Jewish |Agency and the J.D.C., it was to be
taken over by the Director of the Palestine Office in Geneva. It
is consistent with the agreement that the ultimate humanitarian
purpose of use would be*agreed upon between the Jewish
organizations and myself.

Mr. Herbert Kettlitz of ‘Hamburg was a member of my staff and was
occasionally assigned to the[executlon of economic assignments in
Switzerland. In the course of this activity, he received the
assignment from me of receiving the above-mentioned sum of SFR
100,000.-- and of handing 1t[over in trust to Mr. Paul Holzach. I
cannot imagine what you mentlon in your letter, that the amount
was posted on the books: of the company of Intercommerz AG of
Zirich in the name of Mr Kettlltz I expressly state, however,
the sum was never the properpy of Mr. Kettlltz, and also that no
instruction about the purpose of use was given by me, except that
the sum should be placed in trust.

. 11
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The military developments at that time and the freedom of

movement of me and my colleagues which was associated with them

made it impossible to arrange any further disposition.

The financing of the tractors which was mentioned was, in
accordance with the agreement made with him, a matter of the

representative of the A.J.D!

The connection between me and my colleagues, and Mr. Paul Holzach

. C. in Switzerland.

was on a purely business basis. As to the firm

?arenvertriebsgesellschaft GLBG in Berlin, aside from the fact

that I knew Mr. Eggen as an

SS~-leader personally, I had no

military-or business connections of any kind with it.

With the foregoing remarks,

I hope to have contributed to the

clarification and appropriate recovery of the amount. It goes

without saying that I am at

your disposal for any further

information which you may need.

i

Ku;t A, Becher
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{document 19}
Kurt A. Becher A WEIDEN-Oberpfalz

Bavaria US Occupation Zone
Bismarckstrasse 9

Dr. Ch. Posner

Geneva

8 Rue Petitot é
Weiden, 5 September 1948

Dear Dr. Pozner:

Following up on my letter of| 5 July of this year, I would like to
tell you today what has happened here in the meantime in
connection with the 4 points| in question. In so doing, I presume
that you have received through Dr. Kasztner the documents
mentioned in that communication.

No. 1: As I have already| informed you with my letter of 5
July, I obtained in this regard another statement from Mr.
Herbert Kettlltz, which I enclose. In my oplnlon, there should
now be an inquiry in that area, specifically in connection with
Mr. Paul Holzach, Zirich, whether he or Mr. Triimpi received the
amount. Otherw1se, those gentlemen would have to return the plece
of paper which would authorlze acceptance, which was mentioned in
Mr. Kettlitz's statement to you, so that you can then submit a
claim at the Swiss Compensation Office from the amounts impounded
from the German Ccnsulate or | General Consulate in Ziirich.

No. 2: on the basis of the statements made by Mr. Jittner --
interrogation transcript of 16 April 1948 -- Mr. Eggen was
questioned and finally, on 17 August 1948, he made a sworn
statement before the Office of Chief of Counsel for War Crimes in
Niirnberg. A copy of this statement 'is enclosed; I will have the
original sent to you. Since thls statement regardlnq the use of
the money corresponds nelther with Mr. Jiittner's interrogation
transcript of 16 April 1948 nor with the oral and written
communications which I have recelved namely, that Mr. Eggen knew
precisely and was 1nstructedlthat the amount had to go back to
me, I asked the Office of Ch%ef of Counsel for War Crimes a short
time ago to question Mr. Eggen once again about it. Thereupon Mr.
Curt L. Ponger, and offlclal}of the OCCWC wrote to me under the
date of 1 September 1948: }

Mr. Eggen reported to me in detail what had happened with
the money and will send me further sworn statements from
other people, in part from the Reich Aviation Ministry, in
part from the German EmQassy in Switzerland, who know the-
whole story. According to Mr. Eggen's account, at least part
of the money must be in |Switzerland in the confiscated

" assets of the German Embassy, likewise a receipt for the

- 117

551



remaining amount, Wthh was used for the Reich Aviation
Ministry. |

Mr. Ponger was at that time initiated by Dr. Kasztner into this
part -- i.e., into No. 2 -- and he intends on the occasion of a
trip to Switzerland, probably at the end of September, to bring
to you the statements of other persons expected from Mr. Eggen.

Insofar as Mr. Eggen produces these statements, according to
which a part of the money was paid to the German air attache in
Bern, it should be carefully |studied whether:

1/ it is in fact about money [from this amount, and

2/ by whom he was authorizedxto dispose of it in this way.

In any case, to be on the safe side, the entire amount of about
SFR 163,000.-- ought to ! be reported by you to the Swiss
Compensatlon Office as coming from the confiscated assets of the
German Embassy in Bern.

No. 3: For this reason, as is well known, Mr. Kettlitz has
been questioned several .times' by the Investigation Branch,

Finance Division, Hamburg. Heimade his last statement on 8 April
1948; a copy is in your hands. Under date of 20 August 1948, the
Investigations Branch wrote to me as indicated in the enclosed
copy, and I thereupon explalned the case to them in detail in a
letter of 4 September 1948, as indicated in the enclosed copy. It
might therefore be approprlate now to assert a claim for this
amount at the Swiss Compensat%on Office.

Mo. 4: On this, I ha&e nothing new to report and I am of the
oplnlon that the 1nvest1gat10n has to be set in motion there,
since there are probably no more starting points here.

Insofar as one can evaluate it from here, I have the 1mpre551on
that, if one wants to rescue these amounts for their intended
humanltarlan purpose, one has[to act decisively, i.e., assert a
claim for them at the respon31b1e authorities. This certain
involve a great deal of effort and I doubt that you, purely
because of your work, w1ll have the possibility to do it.

I will also get in tOUCthlth Mr. Kasztner in writing, after it
becomes possible to do so again. By the way, have you heard
anything from him recently? |

As before, I consider it indispensable that, if one wants to
bring the matter to a favorablle conclusion, the whole complex of
questions be personally discussed orally, beoause there are, of
course, nuances which cannot be dealt with in writing. Mr.
Kasztner was, by the way, abs&lutely of this opinion! It could be
that I will have a discussion with a friend from New York in
Kreuzlingen bei Konstanz yet thlS fall. Let me know as qulokly as
possible whether you or a reprbsentatlve of your could, in that
case, come there, so that I would then only have to telegraph to
you the time I would be in Kreuzlingen.
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In the hope of hearing very|soon now, and in detail, I greet you,

Very sincérely,

Kurt A. Becher ‘
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To: Dr. Chaim Pozn»r and . 2

|
-customoffice: in Switzerland and which are known under the name

‘thig 'Bécherdepositr in the neme of the Jewish Agency in

‘deposit ahouidvbc déspatched to Israel direétky.

Paris 2.2.1949,

Mr. Pilno Ginsburg

After ha&ing :éceived your'repbrt about the realization and

liguidation of the |goldobjects, which.are at present at the

of Becherdeposit, Iiherewith &ive you the suthorization to seli

‘-‘-—‘—"—m‘ X N
Switzerland 'under the most advantageoua conditions, Should

you deem it valuable in the course of your endeavours to realize
a good prize for these items, that 2 suitcaeses of coins and other

golden jewellery should be sent to USA, you can slso act according. v
to your good judgement. ' o
I 8also leave it|for you to decide whether some parts of this

- gigned: Israsel Goldstein

[
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Tele: VIENNA, DB 420
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File: 83o3001 sa. Sl 3 varen gt

. 4

o . ;w
. sUm‘sc*r: Releass of Looted Pmperty to - Sy o
Coon - Jewlsh A{?@ncy for Palestina N ' e

s r -

‘Cemmmding Officer o

Military Govemmnt. )etachnent 7753

APO 541, U. S. Anny . ’

‘ A‘PTEN‘I’ION- Capt. ﬁac&enzm » Property Gcntrol Ofi‘leer

.. -

10

1. War Departmnt cable “o. 1&-88337 provztdes tha authority for
release of the looted pmperty known as the "Kurt Becher Daposi.t"
and under our rile Nos. s3. 3001 Sa and 33 3002 Sa.

2. The following lnamad men'
: " :
Dr. Dagl;bert Aria.n
. Palsstinian Ci‘bizen
'Passport #92&018 :

Dr. Meir Benzion Melry oL o .
Palestinian Citizen o i o S b
Pasamx’t 213302 SR : o

have been dealgnated as, authorizad representatlves oi' ‘bhe Jewish !&gency
for Palestine, to whcm the Kurt Becher Deposit. is to be re]saaed.

- 3. Imiadiately upon the arr:wal of t,hs abcve na.rred gentlemen at
your oi‘f:s,ce, it is requested that a joint itemized inventory of the’
property in question be 'mads. by rapmsentatlves o:E' your section and the
above named mpresentatlves oi‘ ‘JAFP, and that amd mventory be duly

" recorded and authentlcated by }bo’ch groups. .

he Offlclal authority for the raledsa of the pmperty :‘Ln mzestlon S .
will be contained in a separa’ce 1ettex'. o . ) it

5. tf‘onns.l release of thia pmperby to the above named repmsenta.—-'
tives does not relieve. ‘*ilitary Covernment from the responsibility of
assisting the Jewish Apencv for I’alest.me in acecomplishing safe trans—:
port of the property w1thin thsa U, S. Occupiad Zones of &u..strla and
Germany. : o

6. It is therefore reqwau’ced that’ ai“ber mrking out details wit

the above named. mpmaentatives you arrange, at Zone Command: level,  for
necessary transpox'b and safegtmrdinﬂ of the prope rty in qmstloa within
‘the U S. Occupied Zones:’ of Aust.ria and Germany. o

;o
oL

t

1
D
!
i

oy
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Tooted %mx:erty to uevzi.sh Agancy dor }a.lestine, dtd 3 War !+7

P
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'H%An\wga BRS | U. S, PORCES IN AUSTRIA o Aﬁﬁ/hh

: ,?Msaﬁﬁfo%, DELIVERIES AKD RESGTITUTION DIVISION o
Prcperty CQntrol Branch . B \

AEQ 777’ }o Qt Army

+

l Wovember 1945

i
i
t
i
i
H
3
I

IR }LCE: S5 STANDAR IEuﬂﬁﬁ”?“R FURT BEC&SR, BunAPEsm,-
- PROPERTY REGI”TER, SURIAL No. § 3.3003 Sa -

T0 American Joxnt Di tribution Committee
B ‘ Lepdnuartbrm-Unlted States “oroee Austrla
Dis laccd ?eraons Division’
APO 777 rostmaster New York City
£T£§TION ;ﬁUB“k.B REaﬁIK '

',‘
198

v mhe following information is given not only as
‘a reply to you‘ letter of 27 October. .but also as a
confiruation ofi the informetlon given you &t the
recent conference with uleuﬁenant Hagues.

Ae A conqideLable amount of 1‘*cld,, jewelry ﬂad
money is under direct comirol of Property
Con tral szicer Land Salzburg, ?rapsrty
Ae gicter Serial Humbers § 3 3002 Se ana
3 3;0; ‘%ai E

B, The pr@pert§ will be held pa%&ing';inal ‘ ,
Cdetermination as to dis pog%tion.' 4t present, -
no nrobahiemde01313ﬂ can’ be off@rr@aoj

G ,Thim aivls;&n uG&lS onT“ wlbh Povsrnmerta
' or their of flbiul renreﬁcntitivps, therefore o

~ requeets mudt ultimetely be setitled through "" ;

' &overnmeﬂtal -chennels, L ' ' : ’ ‘

| f  HBODOEE e Eﬁﬂ?
E “ ‘ S 1 .. Colomel, PA . : K
‘ : S E T S uhiﬂf, i ﬁ. & R. TAV.
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Puv“wantéuo 01% recent conference concerning
sbhove naned T dW«WT7t1Q” to inform jdgwthﬁt
ATDC roauaets @naf it be 1ﬁ‘OFFP& of the deci-
ﬂ8¢035 tlhat ar”(hﬂlnﬁ contemplated in rmnﬁﬁction
- widh “h@ldetbimlﬂALluU end disposition of the ,
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AG?NCV “DR PAlESLINh do here

‘UNITED 'TATES QRCES IN AUSTR
A ) "A'
" inventory attached' knéﬁn as.

' ‘

ar151ng 1n respect thereof.
i

I, the under51gne§, a duiy‘authorized re?resénﬁative of the JEWISH

In the name of the J ﬂISH AGE ’CY FOR PALESTIﬁE, I herewith acknow-
1edge -full'respOnSibili.;ty for!
of thie KURT BECHER DEPGSIT'régerred'to above, aé’ﬁrustee for the ultimate

_— . 1 ( - A .
. beneficiaries,‘and accept full respensibility for any and-all claims

IN‘?ITNESS whERmOF I have herelnafter afflxed ny smgnature, this -

kafﬂ ﬂo[ .
( fa H"( i-,i}_f JI
) i i d

m
-3

-
<L
\

iﬁ,{(

by aéknowledge haviné necéivéd'from the
5
IA the looted property, as per the 1temlzed

the UKURT BECHER PO‘SIT" |

the administration and ultimate disposition

[T

, Witnessed by:

A D. 1947.

I EVE DRV e DTS U N 0 L A P ST
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26 June

SUMMARY ‘x

C R

- Subj

The ‘g0 ,poina a.nd paper monsy emoratud belov wag taken from ﬁver 2

persons (JULIHS ECKRR, GEORG KRAMER, ALEXABDEB MANDEL, FICOLAUS WEISS, and.
Iilien BRA of“Bad Ischl to be tmed over to the Military  Government
Propsrty .| :rol Officer in Salzhurg when it was learned that 1) the items‘f‘

in questis

*F ile  J3.3002 NS

; E ]. ; 5:2, }aggﬁa
“‘fm" i R : g
: ‘ . HEADQUARTERS :

- ", XV CORPS UNITED STATES AR
cmmter Intolligance Gorpa Botaohment 215
t ﬁ

| APO 438, U, §earay

f a+ belenged to ss standartenruhrer EURT mam of mdmst

ey B question hu ‘neen fmm& to contain the following itemsz
“Bwilsa 20 Franc coins, 1go),d ) , .

ﬂ )
Y

(&lian 20 Lire |
=Belgian 20 Pr:snc S . ,
34 ~ Hungaiian 10K - ® LI L
20 Korona a I ' i
20-Korona Hung I
<20 Pranc, Tunis ‘;.

1

HOMER K. HE

' ' _ , : . LroCoL,
Portugal. 1000 Paaota Kots : o  PROPERTY CON'Tzfi‘
B i Esc“d“ A L RLTATY CEVE

H '“ .
- R R
e © 20 w an A
.‘t““sething follews““““
. 1

N mmw H. FOSSLECK
Major, M.I., C0; CIC De

 Bank, Organization

o 11736
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Tf DS TACHIEN
’{O CO, b.el/é\._

- lo ARhY
k.
v d e e kJC/bas
{ef.uosn@mjhﬁﬁglﬁau nd 2 .30 August 1946 -
| 7855002 sa_dw Seq ; |
M‘A V ) "

\SUBJECT:fProperty of’ Kurt echer.'

feadouarters United States Forces in uustrla,«d
USACA ectlenf Reparations, Deliveries and =
Restitution Divigbn, rroperty Control Branch
APG 777, U.S.ATmy . o
ﬁTTy"uhlef, Property uontrol ;ranch;*

o oo ‘ - :

3
O
*n

o

— i

1. ?eferénce 15; wde to te lepQOﬁe ccnversatlon
w1th your olflce*an 29“&u ust 1946. R

Zs The artlcles 11ated on +he Eﬂclosad 1nventory

- .

are in the custody of the Cberbank, balzburg.
. , e , .

" i FOR THE COMMANDING OVFICER:

R Howard A mmoke”
‘ 1ﬁ4nta1n Bpec ﬂes
froperty uontrol Olflcer

1 Incl.: Invcntorg ofl. ?ropertyf"
R Kurt B echer.‘ o

| .
N
i
i
;
.
Vv ! L
1 .
I
1 .
I
| ¢
* - "“ti l.‘l";. e L L -
.
i
i i
i
2
:
i .
.
[
.-
‘
i
!
T L :
S .
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.IUV@NTuRY OF PﬁubIOUb ODJuOi
ik
" deposited by froperty Control uf 1ce, xllltary Government
Land balznurg, sustria, /Lt Yienaus:and Lt Jansson/ in
safe aep031t, Hox Lo 506, the keys of which are 1n open

deposit of tne‘oank

1,
1
¢
f
‘

’voldon bracelets

in sealed envplope.

o

30 /nrmbanoer/
21 compactS‘f - " /Puderdosen/
31 cigarette{cases /Zlgarettendosen/
152 Watch chains /Unrketten/
\ 51 bracelets‘ /srmbinder/
* 59 Dbracelets, - /Armbinder/
25 watches /Unren/ . .
_ evening oags /Avendtédschchen/
1 dlamonds " /Dlamanten/
b,of assnrted 5old pieces:. :
. gold bars | /Goldvarren/
‘gold plates /Goldplatten/
sdlver plates " /Silver 1atten/
206 rings)’ /Rlnge/P

o

ASoOTtea g@ld scrap
begs of oold coins

B pound English notes

/versch.uoldstucke/
/8 S#ackchen Goldmunzen/

A tie pins |  /Eravattennadeln/.
. pendant | /milskett@nanhunﬂer/
1 Royalinecklace ' /Ordenskette/
15 watch chains /Unrketten/-
necklaces |, /Ketteén/
bracelets | /hrmb&nder/
orooch /Broche/
27 watches /Uhnren
bag o; assorted ge\elry /Séckchen mlt versche. Juweleﬂ/‘

,._-;.J_;_-ﬂgmqgmw}—JCNOmt\JQCﬂ#er—Jmc

golden cro§s /zoldenes Areu//
oox of 811ver c01ns f denomlnqtlons Schachiel Silber-
‘ niinzen/ - o
8 we tch Chwlns . /Uhr etten/
53 rings ' ' /Ringe/ ‘
1 box contalnlnw 2 necLlaces, seéet of earrings /ochacatel
o : ~ ‘mit 2 Ketten, bhrrlagentelle/
4 bracelets it , /Armbander/ ‘
26 pleces of glﬁmona chelry 1n 1 iron- oox
44 5 1%.! notes :
1625_Portug. Peso
" .1 package of|Hungarisn money /PwCKCUen ung. uelu/
20 rolls|of coins " /Rollén Miinzen/
-1 cnvelope cant<1n1ng 14 gold coins fUmscalmg mlt 14

o alal b R IR

R B i nZa I Fa e S

4

\ﬁ«

f
:
|
1

' uoldﬂunzen
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AI
| el
Lo )
| \ ] - HAl/bes
; i o o 14 warch 1947.
» : L0 ‘ 3
SUBJDCT: Release of hooted

i roperty to Jami%W
for Pﬂlpstine.

Apency

i i
i . '

Fr operty COQ%TOlvnr nch, h?)wrntlﬂﬂug u@ilveries
snd Restitution. pivision, USACH Section,
ﬁ& Forces Mustrid, ARY 7?? ho<wrwy '

.b~A,

1. In aacor&¢nce with your latter of
anove subject, the looted property known ag
deposit, verial. mos. 5 Bebu0l Sa and & > 9
" relansed to ur.warobert Mrian and Or.4
cf the Jewlsh agency for boge!
Jy error the looted
reperty,

Lygh

E&rch 1947,
%h@ Yurt Becher
Ug. s, were

feir bzuzion Meiry
1estine on }U March 1947. .

aroperty, knovm as z%u"illy antetmann
ber.do.s 3, aub“ Ba, same time,

maq rolﬁqsca at thﬁ
A

d rnr"untetmand property was in e same safety
~deposit voult ot the Bank for:Upper sustria avd Sslzburg ,
along with the mibcellaneaus portion of the Becher properiy,
since they ealon@ed to| the same cw ﬁepory. “ihe Jechar Bold

We g qtorea in the f“ﬁtri4a Estional Bonk, Sulzbuig.

,,,...~

%,

. De AB Y '“1oud, Uu leilian, Chlef of

berty Sub-Sectlon, wms confined to his bed with influsnza,
Jozﬂt itemized 1nventory of the Dechier properiy was
6e by ¥r Freud,) JS@J§Livili ﬁ,'ﬁhlei of the Heal Sstate
“zb~ jection of this office, assisted by ¥r Clouds secretary,
flss Spohn, indigenous{civ1lian, inconjunction with the
Cabove-named representatpves of the Jewish igency fgr
ralegtine, Lt

lickKerland of the -“rﬁoﬂrty é&n%rul and
titution uectian,'

on@ Command, was pvﬂbQﬂn at the inveuntory,
bt hils resnonsibilities extendged only 4o the securiiy for
the property en route tc the Swilss Dborder 1ﬂ-ﬁceard@nceA
with paragraph 6 of yovr latter of 3 Yearch. the inveniory
wag made, duly r@cprded and suthentiented by both groups
ot ta@ bank vault.i lhnéprOPGrty was Pemoved o the gafe
at Zone Command Headruarters, and the proce sdures, inventories,
~rccvints and other aocuments were then jc weeked by Captain
Hackenzie, yroperty vonﬁrol uffic r. .

: |

the dHovable'

. y -
i e

|
|

) ‘ %}M . ] ‘ o ‘. ﬁﬁﬂ?fi;‘.“‘"..;
@, 1. z . s Lo ' -
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4. All of this tholk nlacn ﬁ;t;out anyone noticing
that the. Antetmanrlbrunk *ty, hed been. included hlong with
the Becher prarertv. thﬂ wes ‘due entirely to the fact
Ctuat Mr Yreud had o previcus aOIuaintance wlith the property
.“ﬁq ‘the pertinent files in question, thet kiag Spohn wag
L unaer the 1ﬂrrﬂsaion fb“t the._ntetmnnn properiy nad been
‘removed to erﬁ?hﬂr, place of éeposit snd that the safety
Caaposdt veult in g eridn acontained nothing but the
THeotar praperty, ﬁnd +hat the possibility of an error of
tnie nature 4id nci uccur to Capts'in ¥ackenzie &t the time
19 checked the m%yprc and procedures, Lue to the faot
st a mere *recise 1zv¢ntory in 2 different form was made
at thia xime, theh had recn the case at the time the
o pYoperties were éfyosited 4n the wveult o 27 Fobruary 1040
the fact thit the inve nJory RS larrer ithan tue one already
’i“ cur files wes not deﬁecteé. Br.érian . ree ei@ted for the
Cantire inventory which, inknown tc nim, inciuded the.
tetmann rrﬁgartv ns xell ag the EZgcher property.

)
e

: . The'transﬁmgt w&pﬁrﬁﬁa xar.:“;t weriand on the o

. worning ¢f the 1ltn and the mistake = wos nat discovered
until the afternoon of the 11th, hh&ﬂ Higs »poxn accidantally
Gizeovered thet th& m”fﬁfﬂﬁ!? property h:d heen still
en deposit in the game vnelt with the Sscher property, She
comaunicated with ¥r Cloud wso was - till on sick-lesnve
ard he snd Ceptain &acke%zie made efforts. to stop the
tLrangport before it reachad the Swiegs border. ﬁowever,
cmzwuﬂicatiﬂn mitb‘thr-fvﬂuqfa*t Wa S 1&33a31 dle

Ge Lt McFarland arriveakwith thn transport st Buchs -
o? the Bwigs bLorder sbout 1700 bours, 11 &arch Jwé?.

srian and Or.l ‘eiry then assumed full regponsibility
the @rcpﬂrty &nd grucwaed 1nto qutZPTLINUo

l

Te It 1w eatir»t@ that the ‘nnetmann propnrty
eongtltuted spproxim“tolv twenty pereent of the value -
the entire 0hipmwnt, thie Decher depoait ﬂaﬁjnv up
3 rex&intng 91ghtv perlcent.

. &, Peconmendr *hnt tLL Ropay Ltirﬂs,.ieliv&rdés and
stitution Diviaio: of duauh tection USF4 direct the’
rstituntion of the fhtetm&nr property to the Jewish %geﬂcy
Tor Pslestine, since that property definitely should

he at *hr diayosal of a rﬂlief ovganivation,,am that

[

N T

- c'ontd.yu ssenne .

o tivses
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[
the Jewish Agency fo Palestine: be notifi@d that
'the} already nave thﬁ property in their possession and
have slready. regeipted for 1t a‘though under an
e;rcneoua'name.e
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SUBJECT: )Receipts for Becher and xntetmann Property.

_ . « Serial; mumbers - 53.3001 Sa, 83.3002 8a,

{ A (B3 80@2 &a.} ,

-Prupcrty vontrol Branch, Reoargtiona, Daliveri
and neatitutiaﬁ bBivision, US:la Section, Dﬂiﬁed
Stetes IForces in nuqtri”, APQ 777, United Ltutes
ATIY. o - ‘

1. Receith for ithe above 3w3act prmoer%y from
representatives of thel Jewish Agency for

‘mlestine are
forwarded herenith uS requestad. ‘ ‘ '
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. FQR THE COMMaNDING OFFICER:
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1. BOGR Fmec. 3lar!  |a. The attached lstter to be handed to
bdv . Offiecer 1947 | the duly suthenticated representatives of the
UBACA U"&C{& | vaish Agency for Palestine, has been rropared

comiance with ¥ar Department cable; o. 5—&33’?.
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' at their request, in order to define the .
character of t.ha nmpem,f which they are ’to receive from this headquarters, in ac-

It is to be used by those .repre-

ontatives in arranging with the Sidss Gwemmnt for temporary ciuty fms. d«apesit

property ia witmrlami. 4‘-1 o
b, Pequest the attached .mmz- be transudtted tq Ae Co for és:z.gmwm and ro~
turn Lo th:x.s trlviaitm. . - o '
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4 H&rch 1947

SvBJECTs Release of Louted Jowish PrOparty ta
Jewiah§Agency for Baleatina

’Tﬁg_ Whamzver 1t May Coneern .

~ \‘ .V . I
l. &s e step toward aoeomplishing 1ta share 1n &n

avowed policy of the United Netions striving towerd maximum
relisf and rahdbilltaticn for the world's refugees,

5t 18
nerewith certified that| the United Stetes Covernment,
through the Cammanning Genaral of ths Ynited statea Forcea
“in Austris, has releaseé to the Jewlsh Agency for Palaatinn,
certaln. laated Jawiah praperty.
8.

The Jewish Ageney for Palaatine, acting o8 trustae
for the ultimate baneficiarias, whoever and wherever they
may be, has assumed the wespansibility for administration,
liguication, and ultimatle ﬁlstributidn, ef these Jewish
leated properties, |

(R K,
.i‘v :Ix:

o \  JAMES A. e.&nmsmar |
. 1 - Chief, RD&R Division
i «

: , b
Telephones VEEN&A Bméelﬁ
, 'iﬂ
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@G LD &.60LD COINS
;Kurt Becher - SS-man
‘ 83r§ﬂos.5'5.3031 Sa and -
IR § X R
B ﬁo 1 depoaited in Naticnalbank‘Salzb#?g. o

%.gold platea 3274 gr |

1000 fine S
-gald serap L

i
N
|
‘f © Boo. ®
.
l
|

50¢ ®
996.1"
IGQG o
100& @
999 »
1u00 "
P

n

: 5C0 apnrox.fine
f 999 o
Bag No,3 |
41 picces Goldla@véreiéﬁs

l piece 10 Kronen /Damaged/ 3.1.gr

!

Baéﬁ 0:5 - } ‘,,3 :
1 plece ?/a Krone Verednsmﬁnze. 5.6 gr ‘
5&@ &o.ﬁ‘ | | G

;

1 ﬁisce"Leuiédor - ;.

1 plece Gold Coin from?@eno?,- : ’f;
Bag Yo,8 _

| iA?azma;geld coin |

t

Bag EG.? S i
3 pleces 10k = - |
}

|

{

’ 1 plece - 20 ¥k
Bag §0,10.
1 piece 100 Lei

. Bag Fo,11 :
1 plece 5 g
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| Rurt Bachar Frqperty, céntmuedi

ﬁ5541 piecau 20 frg |
2 pieces 16 frs,

20 fre /Belgias
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O frg /Swiss
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338 .
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“NLETARY GOVERNMENT A@Rm
PROP#RTY REGISTER

L Descrsphcn of properfy

2.
3.
4,
5.

of bank accounts.”
Reason for control.
Condition of property. '

Value and baosis of valuaﬂon.

Recoxd here uritder appropriate numbered heading

[

[
|
0
i

and address mcludmg defcu!s s

6. Details of occupar;::y or use.

7. Particulars of claimants to propedy othgr fhan reglstered
~ owner. -

8. Insurance cover.. .

9. Details of know liabilities. .

Particulars of managers custodians etc appomfed and 10. Any other information. - .
" removed. ! : C fe ‘

No, .

1 y "DuAghw*Br of Informati 0”‘
2 & )

it g [ - N

i i

5 o »

; T " .

A, ' N 4

! X BH

. !i i . .
3 Dl C't C‘Olv trol .t{f() LJl‘ld x_}u Lz_a uu.{’{:
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¥ In tnr& [ 5

7 Uriknown

o e n o Sy v,\ !
o Urlniown

9 Unkiown

Iy ca. Yhis’ Tor,
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Inf {rnal R*utmg Slip .-

ﬁAG*g

L !"AD‘I IRTTRS -
T TED & HU"' FORCES 18 USTRIA .
Military Orders fog Dagobert Arian, Representative
‘UEJ“GT» of" Jew1sh Agencv ior Palestine. S ,

i
Number each messave C”ﬁS@CUt vely. F31l :in a‘l‘Ch’xmn autheafn-
' cate message, draw a line dcnoss the  rag e just P010w«§u1h0nt10at1f ’ Use
- entire width of jage. ,Use onlv for in*vr~offlce commvnﬂcatlcn :

i :
l

)

NC, | FROM {.TO | DATE | . , NE SAuE ‘ 7
1. RDER .1 AG ‘2d teb '& ~-a. In accordance with JCS State Department
biv " |Thru: l?h? cable, reference iio. W~88337, this headquarters
: USACA Ixec fcleare& into Vlenna, Or. Dagobert Arlan, Pales~
i S A Offlcﬁr \ tlnlan citizen, as representatlve for the Jewish
' ‘ : . USACA .Abency for Palestlne, to receive from the United ~

i : - . i sStates Forces in Austria; a deposit of gold ,
; coins,»bqllloa and assortei Jewelry held under property control as the Kurt Becher
deposit. The Jewish: Agency for PaLestlne is to take custody of this oot as
trustee for the ultlﬁate beneflclarles as a part-of the U. 3. progz ram to release
loot found ip Austrié of uqrestltuuable character, to the International Governmen-
tal Commltteh on refngees %nd,the Iew1sh Agency for Palestlne.
; !
b, In order to;acconpllsh thé oparatlonal deualls,’l e. 1nventory valuatlon,
incident to the release of’the Kurt Becher deposit to the JAFP representatlve, it
will be necelsary for Dr. grlan to proceed to Salzburg where the "deposit™ is held
-in custody b Droper}q,y Con rollofchers‘ “In preparing details of the release,
this divisiop was ad¥ised that!the oﬁly means available to Dr. Arlan for travel to
Salzburg werF Austrlan 1ndﬂgenous paﬂl fac111t1es. '

i 1 ' i
e, It Es the re;;come datlon of ithis division that the lmportance ‘of the re- -
lease of the loote& goodd, the wmrld status-of the agency which is to receive
them, and thé fact that t operatLoq is based.upon a JCS. State Department direc-
tive, and th represéntatl e of thé JﬁFP ostensibly 1nv1ted here by our government,
warrants the granting to Dr. Arlan of travel orders by this headquarters, afford-
ing him military rai ,‘bllletting Lnd‘m9531ng pr1v11ebes for the accompllshment
-of his missipn. - 4 S : :

z«z///zm«( %W“l—
E AIAMES A, BARR - ,
1 Deputy thef, RD&R 31v1smon. .

\
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Gc@ﬂter Intelllwence Oorps ﬁetaohment Nef215
* B R wmm.vfii% L
' ) ,F .}h I o f 30 “ay 1945 o
. ) " ‘ s.\’v... . L K B
; ‘x& fuﬁ" @u *M&ﬂp&ﬁ? QN ; S n;ﬂ; S ‘;“’>{” ‘
- ey ' Lo ClaT e e :
I

SUBJECT: Gold and Jewelry Feund[in‘%%issenbach;,f
, . . -k e .
‘ cons ideraole amount of geld and aewelry, anparently
!belenwlnw to one V“RP QEC BRy :wmatandartenf hrer of Budapestg.»
~wae found by ¢ ubaeotlcn Pp 215th CIC ﬂetachment, atfwelsseno“;
bach (V3428) on 24 nay 19 5. BECHER is renerted to have been -
arrested along. w1fh aeveral of his aaseclates on. 12 Way 1945 .
by the EQ0th Rivis 1ﬁﬂ vIb‘ ‘etachment under the prev131ons of tne
- SHAEF directive: Por-automatlc arrests. . Left behind were two
,'assoclates (xurt Helfer|and. Trene iesnsr) of . bachar and a A-,'.:;
Nicholas Schwelgers who allepes that he was 11berated from a8
‘concentration camp'by seoher. STl

r*est:he:r isi alleged to he conﬂected in some W%y w1th ‘an A
organization- callwd "Tha Joint Cemmlttea" in Berne, %w1tzerland.;;
whose purpose .is to buy*tke freedom.of Jews in the concentration.
canps by means of moneym gold, dlanonds and 1ewelry contr:auted*f

- by Jews throughout the worlda‘”urth@r 1nfornation on the .
'oommiuae is allered to be in the possession of ona Hire Mac:
”lelland supposed‘to be deputy in the Amerlcan, onsula?a at
Berns. ! : ‘
‘ Includeﬁ in hha ‘gold and dewelry, ﬂhlch were faund
tiidden under a beo in tne house ocougmd bv decher ln 4@¢ssen~-
i badh, wera the fol]o;:nf items: : : :
4,91a1'1‘»‘es S o
‘8 Bars: . I ,' ‘
Rar and plate g old renorted to welgh amnromimataly 8538 grama
' “1atinum‘plateq mar&ed%%GC, 160" and 198
- Platinum plates of unknﬁwn Wei”?t -2 S
. Platinum (7) wrist watch band ~ 1 . o L e
L - Flatinum (?) diamsnd rﬂnp moantlngs -2 ey
‘ ‘Platinum (?) diamind less ring = 1. R ]
Platinum (?) band jsnd dhain - 1 each ;
Platinum {?) asserted s:.eces 1n e case = 36 11’? 81

O  i[f<ij..  ' l,ﬂ'f f¥ﬁf ;f_£:-' " overﬂ;, F'
N R N S e T L

o
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, i
o & 5 35.3002
; f ,‘I’“‘ ;; §,5a,
Gold. Coin —fungllsh J 41 n&eces snd coin locket
. Gold Coin - Swiss ZO’aranc piecea = 336 e o
. Gold Coin - Prench 20 rqﬁc pleces - 541 plae 2 0 10 ¥ranc pieCes
;. .Gold.Coin - Belgiamn 20 rranc pieces - 298 oo 8 o
. .Gold Coin - Dutch pullders - 55 ’
- Gold Coin - Italian 20 Lire pieces = 106.
Gold Coin - Czech 103? ngces - 350 N
.Gold Loin - German u&TkB - 10 mark - 3 Too 29 Mark‘w 1
'Gold Coin - 100 Lei < 1
Gold Coin - Assorted. = 4 -
 Paper Money - English - 5 notes - 60 P
Gold fillings from teeth - 1.bag S
 Amserted cizarette caqes and womnacta, z01d = 51
Golden chain with order -l a
Necklaces, g6ld = 5 (tw1sted atrands)
Bands, wrist wabch, gold = 6
Bracelets, gold - 53 in w?oden box
Bracelets, gold = 31 in napkin
Bracelets, 2018 - 5| )
Watches, stem WlﬂdlﬁP, pocket - 16
fateh, wrist, 50ld = 2 .t S
‘Brooches, #0ld -5 | -~ |
Fend, wrist watch «;1* N
Necklaces, gold = 2 T :
Hecklace, white gold, set‘with &1amands ‘,1

Diamonds, total welsht mérked Te10 ¥ = 4

.....

‘ Dlamcﬁds, total wazy“t mérked Se'f 7 K - 7

L

i
]
g
I
|
-

i

 Diamond ring, man a‘marked Col0 ¥ = 1T S o
. Diemond rlng, woman s marked L *mWT;yellsw gmld,? ﬁiaman&
" i E - A\" ’ ;‘ : 1.10 -, 1 Co
"o - : ’ ‘W =1 vellew £01d, 1 dlmman<
. o F: - .+ .. dinner ring = -
" " "‘&QP 7= %~ white pold, marked
A L 25/1000 0 0 e
" "o U 1.40 - 1 - dinner ring
f welowE . - w1 = dinner ring,diamonﬁs
: [ }]" a T in one en& '
" o 'uJ o .50 -1 = - ) :
" B S R
1 " {“: ' 1" QBO - 1' ‘
: el e
" R I |
e " ”y ‘0,60 - 1 dinner ring, smell steéenes
n "o ‘ “f 2945 - g ,; . S S
5% 1 i 1 . rF ; i o
1", a ! J ' 89%0\? ! o
o w10 = 1 blue aenter stone, sur- -

"ouqued dlamonds‘”

*kx‘j&' *-'gé~‘ 117582
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L “"30__ Sehe(
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Dlamond ring, woman‘s markea 0.60 -

! oM '{ 0,40 -

) o S . ] ,‘ ’ !g:: ‘ 0 55 -
' '. B ‘ E | tl“"&’ ‘ '; 1650 =

- 2 diamonds about eq 8.

_ o Ly ' e L. . size
oo 3,800< 9 -
e - o 31.: 050 = 1 T
AL B - T 0.69 -1 diamohé'sat wedding ring:
v B LI 10'@_1 dinner ring
h " W 1,00 = 1~d1nner ring-
)

L 0470 = 1
S .59 - 1 dlnn@r ring

" " ﬂ; | _ = 1 green stone,’ aiamond on e;
. A side :
' ho oM 0,20 = 1 mountings. get W1+h 0 sm
‘ a ,N . “dismonds
" mo ﬁt T =4 mounting seb w¢th 5 smal
o SR T - xdiamcnds _w‘

Ring for diamond m'ﬂ ' i”‘ V

Bracelet, gold = 1 above«meaﬁlonad womeﬁ 8 rxng& are on. the}

brahelet ) ‘
vatch, wrist, dlamon& set* marke& 1. SO“K -1
¥ateh wrist, aiamond}aat,lwarked G.?QfK -1
‘Watch, wrist, diamond set, marked 1.‘%{ K =1
‘Necklasce, diamond, markea; 450 K - 1 S

v
‘.
©

' Brooch, diamond set“marked 9,00 K = 1 k
u B . , E ‘ u_‘ 3,00 K = 1 s
"o Con : i 1 0,90 ¥ = 1 ‘
v Lo o w.1{yellow @old 2 dlamanda<
A -~f~w . © 3-pearls «
1 . i \ 1l Qo15 V.- 1 § . 3
" o R - 1 f1ewerl1Ke arranpamsnt
o Tie Tl L BU6D K - 1 green stone aurroandad
; : © ' diemonds . -
Bracelet, " " 1 (J R -’1.conta1n1nw follow1ng it
Rar: rings " " - 1 ye8llow. goldy wearl, sma

broken

¥
l
A
1o
&
\ € - diemond.
\
.
!

B



'.Pave, mesh - 5 .

| Entry 13- lg:_d "

[
'

! § 3.7002
| | 2 L Ba
‘-Ear ringe, diamond set, éarkad 3.50 K e-?] . | o CoL
", LW . ‘ ‘ 4‘ " ‘ —1!1’1&!‘3{6(1 13{}/?9(}9 ;
it ;“: H S ‘ !fy . 1.70 K-:‘! : ' - ’
w T ;- ‘ -
-

Ear ring pieces - 4

‘Lonkets, gold - 9. 3 at;ck pina‘
'Loukats, g0ld, parts of = 7

i . -
Bracelets, aasortad,}goldgc 51 A . -
Chaing, wateh -« 1101 . i S |

! .

watenes, gdldi-AE- I

Necklaces, gold, aesprtedku 53<
Rings, g0ld « 175 |-

Wiscellandous plee@s’of rold ~.1 bag, green

= 1 merked 390/1200 .

sl

Assorted jewelry = 1, enve10pe o -

| memes nothing follow%

The 0Pfice of lthe &sazatana Dhief of Staffe, (=2 (CI)
Hegeruarters, Seventh irmys steied that the o persons picked
up ah the same time as +h*e zateriel have no CI interest and
should be disposed of! thrcygh P% channels in the case of the
man and DP channels ¢n ‘the case of the woman. The sbove listed
material wae to be- furnéd over o either Minencier the

Property Control dfficer of Military Governm@nt as abandenéa
proper?y. R

‘, THEOUORE He POSIECK
1;‘  HMajor, W.Is

{ $0, CIC Detachment 215 -
l

. ‘5‘
RECETPT
m—«:—i—‘-—w 1
i 45

“This is to certlfy that I hQVe receiveﬁ th@ abeva—listed

items °

) Mmm

[ ERNE

Date : ﬁ’ R
L Sfbd o Gt Civﬁ’\g,  Bank
Homntn b0 Y,/

‘Y O?g.

i
|
|
HOM;R K. hEL‘ER r
P“ (r COL IR . [
ROPERTY comrnu: OFFICER ] b
B GOVERNMENT, {70 sni26ug s ’
T
o
i

i

b
e
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1. Description of properfy ond address mcludmg detalls . 6. Details of occuponcy or use:
. .of bank accounts. - 1 4 7. Pcrhculdrs of clcumcmts to property ofher fhcm registered
‘ 2. Reason for control. i o i owner.
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QQFSummarfgof a Report on Activitiea
*wef Dr. Werner ?eixer R

L TO 4 ;Kr. Fmd E. . Kartxsch, Chlet T
o  APropert§ control and Extarnal Aasats Brauch ‘ .

]

B T on° ar about tna 26th of march 1948 Eilitary Govern-
. ment ‘issued” an order ‘for the removal of Dr. Werner Peiser from
o ,<f2ane cf Oceupatian becauae or unfair bnainess practices.

- ‘ 2. Br. Werner Peiser was an emplqyee of A.J. D.C., .

‘,assi “ed to the U, a, Zone of Occupation for the purpose of

stab shlng a preparatory office of the Restitution Successor

‘Orgaq fon . ‘ vl (in° Peiser'a correspondence often’
referred to aﬂ ?.G.R.S.?o) S . .

]
H

t

'7¥ 3;5 A review«or Dr. Peiser's correspondence files which

l

. “the- thaining, without ﬁilitary Gavernment g
.authorizatlon of 1nrormatian ‘concerning internal restitution
‘»matters,,in parhicular Jewish heirlesa and eammunity propertiea;

, b. atte&pta to exercise 1nr1uenpe over ‘the: hiring
,of personnal :for Restitution Asencies an %he: appointment of
yijudges for Rastitution Conrts; . oL

- N the Airing and payment withgblack market items,
;wsuch as cigarettas, food, etc. of sgeénts and other personnel
R ) @-purpose. oflaecompliahing his m&aaion outlined Ln 8

v and “b'o BbOVGQ S § . ‘ R ﬁ , :

g ,
"4,: In,support of - the afOrementicned, attached hereta,
‘(are “trenslations of some of ‘the excerpts which were made from
Dr. P cory spondence. ‘In order to facilitate thelir
examination; ;thesefexcerpts are arranged according to the
subjects. aentioned* B.a., b, and c. above as exhibits 1,

R 2 and. 3. 1 S
. s . : ’ ‘5
| : I o S
e T i e ;Z,’ '
.3 ‘IneXt &/8 Lo WERNER'M. LOEWENTHAL - .
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I ALlEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN

WASHINGTON 25

1
i
%
I
l

B~328
MEMCRANDUM 70: |  Lloyd L. smm, Secretary |
FROM: | John Ernest Boe, General Counsel '
SUBJECT Sale Ordsr No. 328-!3

DATE: ' ra*issu

!eu hava* auhnj.ttsd for my comment Sale Order No. ‘
328-B 1xm>lving the sa.la of an oil painti.ng which was the subject
of a voluntary turn—over to the Custodian., It appears that Numa S,
Trivas, decaaaed who mtade the tm—over had obtained the painting ‘

from an Mterdam bmker who prefarred nat to disclose the name of

the German owner on whoae behalf tha Dutch broker was ac'bing. The
said paint:mg wos the anbjoct of Opinion of the General Counsel

[
B~152, Septonbelr 23, 1%3, page 3 et seq.

s you knaw, I hawe comcluded that the Custodian is
authorized to. mept voluntary tum-'overs of enemy property, Qginio:i

of the Genau.-al COunsel,{H‘), July 29, 1943, and that. such property '
is to be adaml.istered undar the torms of the ‘l'rading with the enamy
Act. Section 7(d) of tLe Act, which governs volun'pary turnrovers,
ampowers any person whoghoida property for the benéfit of the enemy

|
to "convey, tra?afer, aaaign, or dellvert it to tho Custodian, It

will be obsemi that t.he burden of dntemin:lng the eneny nature

of the property ia on the person who makes the turn-over. There is

|
|
4
|
|
1
|
; 117599
|
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OFFICE CF BILITARY GOViulioN? FOR BAVARIA
_ LQONCLICS wIVISION Ef
U NMUHICH u.s,.a.lf\ui APO 407 U5 AulY LP/r

: |
AG-00T7/HGBER/B/ | | 7 april 1948 /
uﬁﬁ&ﬁL* : Theits vommirted at the Ceavral Colleoting Foint,Hunich
. : ‘ .

ﬁriminalpoLizei Manich
APTR Kzimina,wauhtmeister ualdhor
|
1. dm 5 Aprii 48 Georg MMLNL&R, uacnmauna»r 24, turned
in to {CF at the ane»tigatlon of Franz HILLYZR, Frundstergstr.9/4
and bto MAYLR, uinzecxatr.G ‘Hunich, three paintings, i.e.
Spiteweg, Der «Lannangaet Ch. Hoguet, Vezetable Murkel;,
"4 Ledy and <hild weiding on a vath above the Seashore”, by
a 19 th century &ermm? arvist whose Blgnature is '*H",

10

e

2. °f the ‘atove listed paintings the Spitaweg is definitely
stolen from the wolle »ting Foint after Jan 1948. It carries the
Hitler Linz . WNo €5 wmi ‘tie ‘LUollecting Point No 1298/2. For the
other two p&lﬂtlﬁbs the CCF No has to be estatlished. However,
Herr EiIHNER, a guard|enployed a2t UCP, nas already admitted that
ne stole all thr&e -of them. ‘ X

). ﬁi LWL and msT:R state that all thc paint ings they
were all of fered| to u&wyer von %orck, W&uerwlrcherstr.aa, who
seems t0 have bought about SevVen snile rejecting Lnrae.(cf.annex.)

4i. HILLWER etates that he received the first pasintings
from ZELLNE H around ngust 1947. This poiat is of great importance,
ince KHINNER declaree that he comuitted his first thefts sround
caristmas 1947. This fact seems to prove that ZELLNEK received
paintings stolen{irom,ubP Ifrom sources otner than KKRINNER.
ZMLLKER was employed 8t CCP until July 1947 as a packer of the
Firm of §etsch. | i

5¢ At the pre$ent gtage of investigation it auyeurs that
ZELLEFR and wetach packer JOQDAH who .was the second receiver of
KRINNER's thefts|according to XRINNER, are the chief criminals in
this case. PBoth of tnem knew that the paintings which they re-

 ceived from ERINNER were stolen from CCPe It should te investigated

with epecial care which 0of the stolen otbjects KKINNER recognices
a8 having been stolen| by him. He does not admit, for instance,

!

the sheft of ths,

two Rothschild dewels. furthersore it should te
- i -
RG 260 I
= haHaW

File R mﬂefv‘vj%:&msmf} o : "_ o .
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~established whether hs was stationed at any time in the tase-

aent in front oﬁ room U 11 from where the Spitzweg, Brunnengast
was stolen aften January 48. If not, the theft must have been
committed by an mcoomplice. It should be noted that the painting
wag in U 11 in January 48 when the check 1liet was made, btut

the number (657) wae orossed out later without any refersnce

on a transfer slip which ie customarily made out by the guards
whenever a painting is moved from one room to snother.

6. It is requested that the arreeted men be asked by

‘what means the paintiagl were smuggled out of CCF.

Por /the Chief, Reeti?nﬁion Branch:

|

: ‘

! AERBERT 8§ LEOKARD |

f Chief, Honumentas, Fine Arta

! ‘ : and Archives Jection
Reatitution Branch

|

Lelephone. dunich Militery 4-389
%nnich Civil 32404

| f
bbersetsuag; o

1. am 5, Aprgl 48}brachte Georg ZELINERY Luchaannstr.24,
auf Veranlassung| von Frang HILLYER, Frundsbergssr.9/4 und
Otto MAYER, bimrockstr.ﬁ, Biinchen, drei Bilder zum CCP und zwar:
Spitzweg: Der Brunnengast; Ch. Hoguet: Vegetable Harket;Gemiseumarkt
"A Lady and thld walking on ‘a path abave the baashore"

.....

nhaatler signzart "Be gus dem 19, Jahrhnnaert.»

2. Von den epen aufgefﬁhrten Bildern ist der Spitzweg aicher
nach dem Januar ﬁa aus dem CCP gestohlen worden. Er trigt die -
Hitler Linz Nr. 657 und CCP Nr. 1298/2. Bei den zwel anderen
Bildern muas die CCP Br, noch featgsstellt werden. Jedoch hat

der beim CCP. angaatellte Wichter XRINNER bereits zugegeben,

'‘alle drei Bilder gestohlen gu hahen.

2.

: ;

| ,

N ?

| | ’
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‘ 3. HILLHER hnd mafun zobten an, dase alle Rilder, die sie
kauften, von $1Lauuﬁ apammten. %1t Ausuahme eines einzigen wardem
'sie alle Rechtsanwalt von Borek, Mauerkiroherstr.22 zum Kauf an~
geboten, der, wie| es achexnt, uugefahr 5 davon gekauft hat, wihirend
er & skleunte. (v51. ﬁnlage;

4. HILLMER Ilht an, dese er die arstan Bilder ungeféhr 1m
huzust 47 von ZTLLW?R erhsloen hat. [Cieser Punkt ist von grosser
ﬁeaeuoung, da an%RFR erﬁlart dass er seline srsten Diebstdble
ungefihr an &eianacnten 47 begann. vieser Umstsnd scheint 2u be- .
welsen, dass ZELLH®R nicht nur von KXINNER aus dem (CP.gestohlene
Bilder erhielt. ’ELM&&E war im CCP. b*s Juli 1947 als Packer der
Firma Jetsch eusascel&t.

5 Die H&aptsoquldigen gchelnen nacn der augenblicklichen
achlage ZELLNHER uni der Wetsch-Packer JOKDAN zu sein, der navh
aﬁlndlw 8 Auaaaéolaer 4&@1%@ mmpfdnger der gestohlenen Sachen war.
Beide wussten, dass aie Bilder, dle sie von KRINHIR ernielten,
- aus dem CCP. geatchlenlwaren. E8 wHdre besonders wichtig, festzu-
atellen, welche der ge&tahlenen Objekte LRINNER als von iha selbst
gestohlen hezeiunnet. ,r 2itt zum Belspiel nicht zu, die zwel
Hothechild Juwelen gestohlen zu habten. dusserdem soilte festge-
stellt werdesa, ob]er zu irgendeinem Zeitpunkt im Psrtérre vor
Reum U 11 Dienst tat, zus den der Spitzweg Brunnengast nach Januar
1948 gestohlen wurde. Nern nicht, muss der Piebstahl von einem
Helfershelfer ausgefuhqt worden seln, =3 wire zu bemegrken, dass
das Bild 1m Jarusr 48, als dle Koniroll-liste gemucht wurde, inm
kaum ¥ 11 war, aoﬁr dass die Nwamer (657) spiter durcngestrichen
wurde onne irgendeinen Hinweis auf einen Uterweisungsschein wie
er gpeddhnlick vongueﬂ ﬁanhtern ausbeauellt wird tel Verlegung
eines Bildes von.einem Raum in einen anderen.

6. Es wird éubeten, dle in Haft befindlichen MNiénner gu
fragen, auf welche weise die Bilder aus dem <(CFe. geschmuggelt
warden. - » '

/wngUJSSHHE}
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MI‘. EO'S. Leon&rd 1

oMG /B

R.F.

HOWARD

ILITARY GOVERNVENT FOR GIRMANY (U.S.)

18 Map 1948

Leibl's

‘?‘-Iith fespe'ct to your letter ofEQOth of April, we

a 1ega'l opinion as to the Swiss law and the

desirabilitv of getting, thi.s inf armation.
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Mr.d.5.

10 - |

1. oubgect
‘Kdrl Blulak Gut

2. leian
estate, has been
war he. tought ext
He. gleo bought a
torplatz, Munich,
undersigned calle
Munich, hé&s beeng
p@cltlon. Unlucki
to Billand, i.e.

| two cpltzwegs and

Lt

N
|
!

%ILI7ARY GOVERHN}

CR 3 BHT FOR 24V4RIE
COUCHITS DIVISION o ,
agHMIEY A4PC 407 US &RMY LEB/el

25 May 1948

.

i

gneCOVcrg of h Burkel, ‘The overtirned hall- Joach

Run.oo. 9435)
Chief P4 &4 Section

colll.142;
heanard,

H
i
1

pdlntln was confiscated at the home of
Schwaighof teil Uordenaorf LK.Donsuwdrth.

y &n 1ndustrlallst dnd owner of a large

an art-collector for many years. During the
enﬁlgely at the auctions of Ittle,Frankiurt aiM.
great deal from Hartin Schneider, © Sendlinger-
who happened to be in Nordendorf when theé

d. Lately Georg dof:mann, 1% Mauerkircherst.,
trylné to push himself into Schneiders'

ly Ior him the three “alntlngb which he sold
the above mentioned Bilrkel,

were dll stclen from “CP. , ‘

at the at an

% . Hoffnann suataa that he toug painting
antigue shop. on|the qOuuh gide of Ka 1qerst., Wranxfurtt&m Main.
4. IuVesélgz 1ﬁa in Frankfurt wiil be made by Mr.dever,
B gnkfurt. It is very lch;J that the plcture was stolen by Krinner,
W !
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dLJ&IfUTlsh BnAN mFA&A SECTION ‘
MUFICH Gj%ﬁﬂNY‘ 310‘4ﬁ1-a . US ARMY - ¥B/pb .
AG-OO7~MGBPH/B ’i' ~§ 1 Séptember 1948

bUB ““T' 'Reesvery of two Rothschlld gewela and a palntlng
from the Hltler collection.

T - : Hr. ﬁ.arpeonard. Chief, #Faga Sectlon.
. ! t’,
. . |*

1. One day lastsweek an old wom&n limpec into the office
of frlpo.pachum“i ster Yaldngr and 2;013 ed that she was a distant
relative -of ¥Frau Erinner. She had ou%évw‘rau Krinner's sister
that the 1r1nner faﬂlly was hiding what was described as " & dla-
mond necklece".She hadaalea heard. that one of the Erinner. boys
had sold a si 1ver|g¢a+te: and that the family had received Care
packages from an amerioun llag°dlg f“r ”ODﬂq received,

. |

2. /0On 83 Auguatithe undersigned toéetner with Herr Wald-
hir juestioned frau frinner's sister ,who i& at odds with frau
Erinner. The woman aueceeaed adairatly well in confirsiing the
gtory while at the samel tiuae refueing to testify against her sister.

" It was revealed that tne above facts beceme known to her through

indiscret remarke lon the part of uerta nrxnaer, one ef the elder
daughtera.« \

3. The underslgned together with Herr #aldhor interrogated
the Krinner co uple\on 25 Auguet. It was found,that Frau Krinner,
who is hy far the more inuelligent of the two and who has an
excellent memory for yictur '8, had known all along aboutl her hus-
tands theita.éfterlconfrontatlon with the new facts described
arove &rinneﬂadmitﬁed the theft of the two 16 th century jewels
belcnging to the Auatrian Rothschilds. He furiher admitted to

have s8tolen from the box containing Christian heberngpurty one

silver platter (sold tula hungaridn cook, named Lola or Lukea,
employeéd at the Siemern ISchool), Chins- ware( 6 soup ‘plates,

6 dinner- plates, Skbread ylates, 4 cups and saucers and & ‘sugar-
bowl, 811 sold to an ‘American captain at the 93 th Generel ‘Hospital)

and 4 figurines ( a rider, a fencer, two devea,aold to the game
ca§ﬁain) w : ,

4. The 1nterragation produoed SOme intaresting sxde
lighte, Frau hrinner stated,that her husband while stealing the
vgewela had pilcked s%x, tut diecarded four becauwse he did not like

I
\ |




i
|
|
i

tham and qid not- consider them to be valusble. Even after he had -
breught the two recovered pieces home he doubted thet he could
dispose of them and suggested that hie smaller ohildren might
. like to play with them. He never recognised the pieces us:pen-
dants but thought tney were fome lemp attachment. With regard
to the china a remarkable explandation was given for fect that
only four instead oq six | Cup: Were gold.¥rinner hadg put six cups-
as%de,but when he wanted}to take them out thLere were. only four
left. ( : :

-5, On 28 August rf‘:c'an:x Krinner returned the bwo Rothschiid.
ewels togeer withastolen painting: Joh.Mash.Ranfsl, Woman and .
ghxid drossing a ereek (Hitler Coll. 435) .4 renawmginvestiaation
disclased Bome important factss

a) 5611ner while briefing grlnner about what to reveal and what not,
vallegediy showed ja list to Krinner enumerating about owelve ~
paintlnga which Zellner ad Qut aside,

t) Krinner got togetner his, ?N 5000, ~ (which Was seemlngly borrowe
from a friend of the fanxly,ﬁrau Doering, Zinnienstr.Klein-He-
dern)by ‘the simple device of stealing between 2 and. % kg 811~

C ver from the White duss;an treadure ¢heat. He nas assisted by
s»et&an packer qzuuerarw uno ‘helped nimself to seVer&l tilogramms
Cof silver (maﬁgtky spoous).%he silvar was €0ld by ditterar 412
BP's on Zweibrickenstrasse. : \

c) Tﬁe packers d aﬁleged;y a sacret hidlng plaua ia tue roam

Ein the center of the room.

d} 9c“ne Wetach pagkar aas.'miaenneﬁr,.*/ o Bolivar5tr. is said
to h&ve etolen s gmall1gobp*sn repressn*ix» A Glrl ana a Boy;
the frame is saidigo be covered with Lrown velvet.

§) The jewelry wWEE up for sale with one vakasch, & Eumanian, who
. flives in Belgradegr, near K62 nprnlwfv His 1analady’a name is
‘;?rau Diesl. ' : g

f)”Rrinnar gave at least six peintings to - wetsoh packer, T
{thus far only twa hed | been admitted. It seems tiwi even more
%hen six went thak aay) Jordan ie seid to have ‘tossted that
“he once stole a nl»ce of jewelry (er golid) right. under .the
..nose. of. Dr.ﬁanfataengl. Jordasn mentioned to Krinner,that he
.might get him | Swiss francs. He ia gaid to have reweived
;Lefreggar sleeplng BOJ, which Krinner tcok from the. racka.

&) zélneér allegedly po;nted out %o Erinser the amall~%reneh
1"Ba'ock fi&ures be%onbing to Almaa Dietrich. ‘

EDGAR Bnmlﬁ&ﬁBACh
| US CIVILIaN
| NFA&A OFFICER
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- Monumonts, Flne Arts, and Archlves Secticn
Cenfral OollGCtlng P01nt ' N
' i
! Date_ 10 September 1948 .
- i . ‘ e
, - | ,
SUBJECT: Wor ks of art'.t@lon from qu recovered,
g - TO ¢ - M. Herbert vaéonarQJjChiEf; KSA&A oectlon
| I R .
1. On 9 uegt. rdarﬁrinner asked the un aeralxned trat 3
- he visit her at ner}“01s$. There he was given two paaha €3 with
silve rtﬂnd two }aluﬁ njsé o

2. It was swon notviced that T‘:c*au. nrl“ner had more o1 ‘Her.
nind than thege, 1tems. After persistent prodding for more than
an hour she flnally presented the undersigned with- QVVeu more
paintings. She furthor adnitted a hiding place of at 1cast thrge -
mcro*“‘lntln S wnlch uhefprom| gced to hand over the iollow1ng

day. She £
sold silve
man who ac
stolen goo
knives, a
teapot and a

‘:_/
.

urther &av
r, i.e
cording tlo
ds, recc1¢c4 61
soup scoop, a 1drbe
few cther 1pem

name and
. mav ﬁeAlevm:nn,
«rau Krmznur knew

sl Arae

address of & man through whom she
T Gelgerst. iﬁncuen-Lalm. mhlS
ihat he was dealing with

srze zad 6 small spoons, forks and

vegetable spoon, a fish sllce, a’
alto thef aroand 48 bl@C@c. '
Jte*'. ¢ ‘

izt of Fecov
A

o

i
@r ed
|

Paint&ngs

2

‘s

& L

1tzwe im

a) C. Sp MiEnchner Tandel parkt”
‘ ‘ ‘ No - 047
3011,2569&
1 o - 9527
0011.1438
},Muniﬂh To 9506
peCuab&on"“fadt. ral . Mch ”o«’6®7
dewish property —ol@&chmltt

evac. by Piz akothek to

1]

-
L

b) 3
c)
a)

CA)"

r

@rﬁbnerﬂ"

i
1

i
V.Makarf

o " i e o e
LSEEBHILT

o

”Vor*ralt,of 2 Lady"

o
%

vJiiezky "n
z |"Plower piece" .
‘ ﬂ&XWWIIl)nbt
Ralt@n lach.
van @r Neer "landscape in Woomshine"
(ilte Pinakothek Mo 6445 (3179) “
chnoavvn "Sheep in a Stable" Munich

‘belonging to Almds—Dﬂchlch)
Rottmann lohe GO11l" Mountain
at Sunset (ownership wnkn cwn)
| (Alte Pinkaothek No 10 816) ° ,
.V.U“lauw "“avalry Attack" (Beuerberg,‘
Jewﬂsh prop. 3.Rosenthal Vi ch' Vo z6 l;
. S Tav.No 49/22\
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B, Silver !

a) thréevlaﬁge spoons

b) two|fish slices

c) two | cake islices

dg two|tea sieves

e) six!salt!cellars L

All silver ﬁieces belong to the White Russian
Silver|Treasure.

C. Pans i |
a) two 1argé ostrich fans
b) one|small lace fan of Venetian make

both items said to have been taken from a Belgian trunk.

5 b oiTlot

i
1
i
| ! EDGAR BRUITENBACH
|

MFAZA Officer
|
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} |
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vore recovered worke of art stolen from CCF.

|
|
1
|
1
\
|
|
!

Mr. H.S.Lleonard,ilFaka Section

o

i s k : K " . L o
1. ©On lo sept.|in the late everning the unaersigned called on

: ) ~ 3 3 W W I op Ve

the Kriasnerg in order 1o fntch three pulntingd vﬁlChﬂﬁifu h:1§ue;’m
wsad spomiced Lo deliver. 4s 1t leg customery T;J now after an hour'e
PR3 S b L (™ b ) : - ~ ST
talk he wes given four|instesd OF three paintings wfish ta0 Tens
tarowng in for good mezsure.

2.0n 12 sept. *rsu ~riuuar appeared in the office of the

undersigned and delivered one Finakothek painging ( D.Gysels) and
one fau both of which| she had forgostten to deliver. This secms un-

derutandabtle in view of tbexgreat nuaber of obgects which bad passed
through her haads, in tne ﬁsurse pf the coaversaticn which followed

it be&ame avident that|¥reu|Krinner had more ia her wind than the two
objects. Tialy something tarnea cut 0 be a miniamture which sfter much

prodding she pulled out of Ler uandbag. Her wasband ssolé it,when

it wae. aba;t 50 be pho ogrjphad or else took it from 8 safe in room
16} 10. L

- 3. ¥rau frinper further réturned 4wo emall oval sh&ped green
semi-;reciaua stones whieh ghe says her husbkand received froam Zellner
ag a pay off for le*tlng Zelbner enter room ¥ 10 at the- ‘$ime when one
of the safes. happened ta beeogea. The two stones were sct nto 8 piece
of jewelry repressnting & brench.¥rau Erinner declared thul she aie -

placed ‘the. m&twl part Whiaulia Baid to hsve been gold glated ailver.

*igt of recovered 1tem8.

: | ~ e
2. Guardi (*) #ialto Brigga (Bun.Nr. 42 628)
-2 aillroider ,landscape with. Peasent plowing;~”ﬁher:$tﬁdﬁ.

o gallerie Niunchen,inv.Ho. 4492

3. #.le v.4.|NHeer; lLandescppe with Toblag and_thﬂ~&ngel;
. ‘ owner: Bayr.Steestesgemilde Jamalun fn, Sehldsg- -
I heim Gallerie,ggajﬁﬁe. ? '
B 4. U.Gysels, yutch Village/ on & River baak»

Staatageny ldeeamm;uagan,wenlaiae
(inv.®o 2761

o i .
5. Otto Fedder, B&varian #ailcoach in a mgptain lundscape;
, Jewiah property:u avidaonn,mun'ﬁo»36171

REE i
£ i

117621


http:Villa.ge
http:r.StaatsgemladeSaDHJ.,l~~,n,S:chJf.ll.ss
http:mi,n01i,hh.fl

-SUBJECT& &awl uylba@xg, Lfhe Ta \rltfpf COlL.VhO 7384)
: . 1 T ¢ ] ) \man. wD. .L,JOJ/ .1.}
~ TO b Late 1lige Departue it Pilés. N
1. St len b L&lln&r so0ld through the chain Zellner
‘ ‘ z ) ! g hin : -2
Hilmer, %agtr von OFC ,'”:}."2 MErL . ‘
: : 2. vold b qlllmanato Dr. E.Decani, 28 Widenmayerstr., for’
ir A J bt ? o J )
A 80.000. =, 'with Frap IGsgrcauer, 21 Hohenstaufeastr. , a»blaogar
market ueduler, acting as gn ilntermedisry. ' ;-
. T, ‘Sold by Deaanl to Dr. Rencld, Swiss. lawyer in Singe enc and
a *chafihausen, who re@old it for sfres 60 00&.- to Dr. ¥ ﬁdtnan,
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OPFICE OF w&waaaz GOVERKMENT POR BAVARIA

| PROPERTY DIVISION M
i RESTITUTION BRANOH MPARA SECTION - . EB/ap
NUNIOH GERMANT TAPO 407-4A US ARMY

Aﬁ~ﬂ67~ﬁ@3?g/3 4 November 1348

\
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~ Dr. I.P.Benwett | ! »
Harrisburg State Haapi§a1
Harrigburg, Pa b
|

N Dear Dr. Eanwett,

Last apring we diaaoverad that a great number of
paintings, poreellaln, silverware and other valuables had been
atolen from the central Colleoting Foint Munich by one of our
guards who recently received a jail sentence of several yeara‘
‘Hig name is Albert Krinner.

In the aourse of meny interragatiana it was revealed

that Krinner sold | to you a considerable amount of the atolen
itemc -; ‘

Krinner gtates that he made you believe that h@ wagn
aelli the objects on behalf of a famiiy in digtrese. At the
game time he insists thaet you knew where he wag employed, a
faet which might have aroused your suspivion. It is our earnest
desire to settle thﬂ affair privatali. de zmust insist, however,
that you return to us immediate the objects you asquired
from krianer. They shnuld be wel packsd and adaquately 1naurad.

SIKCEHELY YOURSE

EDOAR BREITENBACH
US CIVILIAH
¥PARA  OFPICER

Telephone: Munich Wilitdry ¢-388
Munich Civil
|

éﬁﬂLASSW

22750577

T 117624
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| Harrisburg State Hospital
i Harrisburg, Penna,

’ November 22, 1948

|

Bdear Breltenbach MFA&A Officer

office of MG‘for'Bavarla

Property Division, Restitution Branch, MFA&A Section
ianich, Germmny; NY APO 407 =4 4

i
i
i

Dear Nr. Breitenbach: |

1
|
1
'l
|

My, Wlfe and T were distressed to receive your
communication of November 4, 1948 stating that an Albert Krinner
had been found guilty, of steallng property entrusted to his cars
and that we, un w1ngly and on good faith,might have received
such stolen propfrty.i
i

Mr. Krinner couli speak no English but from my
scant German I gathered this information: He represented himself
to us as a clerk in an office in Munich's City Hall., He never
men tioned haV1ng been employed as a guard at Munich's Central
Collecting Point; and;we never considered the possibility of his
having daily contact with Americans because this was not mentioned
by him and becadse he: appeared to neither understand nor speak
English, He explalned to us that the items were mostly from the
members of his own famlly and were family heir-looms, inasmuchas
mny had a story attached to them, this seemed reasonable to us,
He stated he had two brothers who at one time had been fairly well
off: one a professor in Nurmberg and the other a former SS Colonel
in the German Aﬂr Foree. His second wifet's family also was well~to
do and had 3ived in France. This fitted in, too, as me t of the
items were. Frenoh and'not GCerman. Mr Krinner's genergal appearance
was that of a well—mannered German who spoke French and who. had
had evident good breeding and education. A Pew of the items he
stated had been‘glvenlto him by friends to be sold for them,

Because\of his apparent inability to support his
large family ofllo-lﬁ children adeguately due to his poor finan-
clial clrcumstances and poor physical health, my wife and I on .
our return to the Stattes, have "adoptedmhis famlly, with others,
by sending them packages of old clothes and food, ,

We naturally are interested in returnlng to you

all objects Krinner did not receive honestly. AS you can appreci-

ate, however, it is difficult differentiating these from property

belonging tc hlS own family or loaned him by friends for sale, AS

an example: we ﬂlrst met him December, 1946; 1t hardly seems

reasonable to assume that he could have begun stealing at that

time and not discovered before the Spring of t48 and so the items

bought from him |then were probably his own., Other items are of
'no value, such as postals of Italy and travel-books, which are

no doubt also his, If! you could send a list of 1tems stolen by

him, it would be a simple matter for us to identify them and thus

speed thelr retum to‘your office.

will these items be sent to you collect or how? In
the case of 1tems, as.figurines moderately or markedly destroyed
: | |

|

|
i
I
i
i
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i
en route so as to have no monetary value--do you wish these to be
re turned regardlessiof the.Lr condition? How am I to determine the
nadequa te msurance" u.nless you send a list of objects with their
assessed values? Who 1s to pay for such insurance?It would appear
that a representatlve in 'the States to inventory and remove these
items mlght be preferable, Is this possible?

|

Sincerely yours,

[ vy F- /B4 tpp, 4. P
Ivan ® Bennett ND
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Die von meinem Mann' Albert KRINNER an Dr.Ivan F.BENNETT
verkauften Geggnstﬁ?de sind ohne Ausnahme aus dqm'Central
Ccllecting Point von meinem Manne entwendet worden.,

|
|
14 Dezember 1948

‘\
|

S t atement

The obgecta whifh my‘husband Albert KRINNER 8old to

Dr.Ivan F.BENNETT were stolen without exception by my hustand

from the Central Collecting Point.

o
‘ o g
14 December 48 i %
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Bie von meinem Mann Albert KRINH&R an Dr.Ivan F»BENNETT
verkauften Gegensténde sind ohne Ausnahme aus dem Central
Gollecting Point von meinem Manne entwendet worden.

ek A,

14. Dezember 194%
' l

|

|

|

z

i

i

2

|

l

|

4

I

I

1

1

i .

H
S tatement
= - s

I

t

The obtjects which my | hustand Albert KRINNER s0ld to

Dri.lIvan ¥, BENNETT were stolen without exce tion bty m
from the cen'tral collecting Point. p y y hquand
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Dr.Ivan F.Benaett, .
Harrisburg otateiﬂoapital,

Harriahurg.?ennaﬂ l
~Dear 3r.Bennett s E

t

E

"We a pracia (:] yaur Speady responae in the matter of
Albert Krinner, .

!

A statement by Frau “rinner is on file in this office
aecerding to whieh alli objects sold to you by her huébsnd
were stolen atf thg Ceutral Collecting Point. The china
figurines and gtoneware were all pilfered ¥y Krinner from
boxes containing ﬁhe cenfiaoated property of a hig Kazi
who in turn looted in vrance.

Ye have no’ rgpreseutative in the United ‘3tates and

would therefore have to appeal to the Department of Juetice
for assistence. 1n ag much a@s the objects were ascquired by
you in a quite’ unauthorized manner, Such stéps would herdly
be’ in ycur intereat. Thuﬂ in order to gave your embarsssment
' 'we request that Jau recurn at once to us all objects, including
the broken ones. ‘The cest for packing and shipping has
obviously to be borne by you. The inesurence value should be
Bet at, 5 1. 0@@ ( one thouaaadﬂ)., B n ‘

. 'Stacerely yours,

STEFAN P MUNGIWG
‘ P Chief, Monuments,Fine iris.
IPCEEC ! and 4rchives Section ~

; ‘; o Restitution Branch

’“Qelephone:Manich ﬁilitary 4-398
ﬁunlch Oivil 32404
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Wnrmen%gﬁtecmﬁ w"a?ﬂ!t!mfnrm Dnmssticstrazamﬂallquadmg,adoniedhy Carréers mOﬁcmi Scaﬁuam,wmem and llimms(:lasssﬁcntmntemtona. lareh 15, 1922 asa&gb‘mau I%Of:.ameis,
rd Sh

Tms MEMOR AND‘UM is an acknowledgment_ that a Bill of Lading: fras- been issued and s not the Orxgmal 3

Bill-of Lading nor a copy o duplicate covermg the property mamed herein, and is. . . o
intended |solely far mm o record. . ! Shipper’s No -

READING COMPANY ™"

BELEVED, sub!ect to the c!assufcatnons and tarilts in.effect on the data at? the recelpt hy the carrier of the property destribed in the Original Bill of Ladmg.

Ciil MR SLIE I e ¥ PRI Y 94' _F ALARY e v%;«‘t“wﬂ*
At LR S g O g [ABUNNE Tant o §.f‘~r R lan‘vn.a RN T v See ey RN
. the property deseribed bolow, in apparent good order, except as noted {contents and condition of cont of X k rhed i

N 4, snd destmcd ag lndicated below. which said eom‘pnn,
{the word company being understpod throughout this contract as meaning any’ person or corporation in possession.of the pmperty under the eontract) agrees to carry to its asual place of w‘nﬂ’ st saig’
destination, if on its own road or its own water line, otherwise to deliverito snother carvier on the route to said destination. It is mutuslly sgreed, us to cach.carrier of all or any- of said property over al.
or any portion of said route to destination, and as to each party at any time interested in oll or any of sald property, that every service to be performéd hereunder shall he subject to all the wnditim
mot pn‘oh)bxted by law, whcther ‘printed or wrizren. heremn contained, inc!udmg the condatim on back horeof, which nre hereby agreed to by the shipper and d for ¢ it and tm

t

| o v (Maul or street address u& eonsmnee—Fa; purposes of mtjﬂcatwn m} :
. Conslgnedgqr ST : 5” VT OE Beuandalane ;

' » I P&y ' l u— w3
Destinatibt¥ __AF

T AAM’ bl

L7 5 S T
‘Route. g !
B - R P 3P 1
g A Z - I :
: slivering Carrier. - . : : Car Initial - Car Mo
. L wn “Xps. DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES, SPECIAL MARKS, AND -EXCEPTIONS . ] *Weight (Subject fo Gonmction) | Class or Rate ‘Che& Col. 1 .(hsuh]Er.t to Sectlu& Zel“ mtgitg:‘. l
S ) ) ’ Co ) i | signee without recourss on thi Gomlgme,
i H pRIer it FErge o s y . s b ua | the. censigmr shall s‘un t!wfoﬂaw ng’ xtxb
PR CRopiag EFFECTS oA o e
. R P 8 ml’he carrler shatt}: 32“ ke, d:;lt
L L - %&4‘ S = hipment without payment
LA PR T P did ~ | and ali other lawful charges. :
. . . . B il \M" o
Lo S (St of Conslgnory” e =
T [ ~ g K If ch arges are to be ’nwald. wrlh !'L
n ! . s | stamp hm. “To. by Prepald.

ALUE DECLARED BY SHIPPER TO BE $5.00 PER POUND | PuEpath

’ : ‘ [ 4 ‘ £ - . . :‘:Eea:;?v‘en nrercfa;fnent of the charges o ’

g - 0| the property de 31 heresn. . )

— ""nwg eid .
. %y ﬁr Cath) R

(The signaturs “here- amnwledaes only. ﬁf -
] ) amount preoald.) v
- a— T - - Chargis Advanced:
i 1 ’ . 1 b '

i the shipment moves between two ports by a carrier by water, the law requires that the bill. of lading. shall state whether it is “carvier’s” o?;shmm:k' iaeightrk ,
. NOTE~Where the rate is. dependent on. value, shippers are reqmre.d gu state suem!hlly in writing the agreed or detlared value nf e”y rjv

The areed or declared -vatue of the woperty is herehy specifically stated by lthe shipper h be not di

- — —— ' _Shipper. ol
b ' SRR T R

1.

P went Post-Office Address of Shipper

T
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Harrlsburg otate Hoénltal;
Harrisburg, Penna
- January 4, 1949
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0ffice of KMilitary [Govt Bavaria
Property Div., Reuiituthﬂ Br.,
NFA&A Section YY'APO 407 -A, US Ammy

Attn: Stefen P lMunsing |
Dear Mr, Munsing: ! Z

| ; ' |

The material obtained from Mr. Albert Krinner

has been forwarded [to your offlice via freight from College-
ville, Penna on the Reading Railrosd. This will go to the
Brmoklyn, NY POE tq be shipped overseas by the Army Transport-
ation Division, T assumey The objects are well-packed in two
regulation government crates (3X3X3 feet) and have been insured
by me for #500. I am enclosing the memorandum for my blll of
lading relative to [this transaction.

o
i Sincersly yours,
vy, - 08, be: D,
Ivan Fe. Bennett ¥Db
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‘Reading

1.
btelonging to Ivan
on 3 January 1949

Property

o gn
3

o :i.“"{’i"'
TR

!
i
f
s

OFFICE Q} MILITARY GGVhRK%QﬂT FOR BAV&R*A ;

PRCPERTY DIV4QIQH
TAFO 407-A  US ARMY  DE/bk

28 april 1949

i
t
!
i
l

of Ivan F. Bennet, D

BT R v

Railroad'COm'anv, Collegeville, Pa. USA.

l

Reference 1is made to the ahipment of 2 boxas,

P. Bennet, which were sent from Collegeville
to the following address; dMilitery dovernment

of Bsvaria ﬁestitution Eranch Property Division ¥Fa&A Section,

APO d@?—& us Army s Port ;of embarkation. Brooklyn, K

Yo

2¢ Inasmuch ae the two boxes did not yet arrive, it 13

reguested that an

Teleghone. Munich
Munich

inveatigatlon ke made.
«
THE LAKD DIRECTOR:

|
?08

»

STEFAN P MUNSING |
Chief, Monuments, Fine
~Arts and Archives Section
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Military 4-389
Civil 30 058
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List of photoe of original paintinge used as evidence in case
LG vs KRINNER, ZELLNLR JORDAN, Said photoe have been returned
to the Collecting Point‘ ,

i.
o
{
i

Lady and child walking along &

P2 German Master
: , ! ! path above seashore.
P3 Boudin - v Sailing vessels in a harbor
P4 Busch | 01d man sketch
. o !
© PS5 Defregger, - } Peasant girl with rake readlng
'E | letter
Pb Defregger i Tyrolean girl
P7 1‘ Defregger 1§" Tyrolean gifl,'head of a girl.
P8 Defregger ‘ P Family scerie before 4 farm house-
P9 Defregger I Portrait of an old peasant

P10 Defregger ; Young girl reading a book
P11 Dietz o Napoleonic soldier at a Camp fire

P12 Friedlaender Peasant‘andvyoung‘woman‘

|
‘ ‘ ! .
F13 Gruetener| | Nonk testing wine
PL,  Grutaner %  Falstaff
FI5  Hoguet . Market

Young boy and a girl"
Landscape -

P16 Kaulbach
P17 Schuets

P18 Spiteweg The town erier

P19 = Spitgweg N Der Hagestolu -
P20 Spitzweg | | The Hermit
P21 Spitzweg : " Der Brunnegast

p22 Spitzweg
P23 Spiteveg
P24 Spiteweg

Three gnomes in a cave.

Der Tatzelwurm

Mountain landecapa with crueifix
’ : ’ and 2 figures
P25 . Spitzweg 1 Landsocaps

P26 Spitasweg Landscape at sunset with hut

&ﬁfm""w | '
i Ha fl \ gecmss
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P27
P28
P29
P30
P31
P32
P33
P34
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RORSCHACHERSTR. 25
TELEFON 22724

‘DR FRITZ NATHAN

Sehr verehrte,liebe Frau Dr.Hanfstaengl,

Da ich die Erfahrung mache,dass Post an Amer i-
kaner nach Minchen noch viel langsamer geht als die
andere,so. erlaube ich mir heute Ihnen zu schreiben.

Gestern war Herr Dr.Breitenbach hier,traf
mich aber nichtvan,da,ich in Fillanden war.Wir haben
uns aber telefonisch gesprochen.Bitte seien Sie so

-gut und geben Sie ihm.die beiliegende Photo meines

eibl.Zup Sache selbst kann ich nur wiederhden ,was
ich ihm schon sagte:Sicher ist es das Bild,das friiher
Heinemann gehorte und das hier bis mindestens 1944

mehrfach ,teils von feinemann,teils von Schmidlin,

einmal auch von anderer Seite angeboten war. Sicher
ist ferner, daSs das.Bild ®wei alte Schweizer Einfuhr-

stempel aus den ‘dreissiger’ Jahren hatfisodass keine’ R
Seele vermuten konnte,dass das Bild,das hochstwahr-

 schelnlich illegal ausgefihrt war,nicht mehr in der

chwelz,sondern. dort war, Dr.Breitenbach mdge an

Merrn Direktor A.Widmer Schweizer .Bank Gesellschaft
Bahnhofstr.Ziirich schreiben,der ihm genau mitteilen
wird von wem.er das. Bild hatte. Wir wollen Alles tun,
um dazu behilflichwzu,séin*dem Dieb auf die Spur zu
kommen.Dagegen lehnt sowohl die Bank wie auch ich per-
sonlich eine Riickgabe ab,selbst wenn mir kein Schaden
entstiinde .,“s handelt sich da um eine prinzipielle Fra-
ge,die‘damit zusammenhingt,dass das Bild so lange in
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der ‘Sclmeiz.? war und .,was mich betrifft, -
' so habe.ich am wenigsten Lust ausgerech- ZEAM
net Herrn Hofer in irgend einer Welse ent- — /o &
gegen zu kommen.,. : ' ' /\J/c ey ({/pw‘:f T, fee = '«
Wollen Sie ferner bitte Herrn Dr.Breiten - “
bach sagen,dass:Herr Dr.Renold neuerlich l AT
operiert werden.musste,dass er aber hofit /5 /[/ ‘ 4
im Laufe. der nichsten Woche aus dem Spital / :
antlassen zu werden, = . J /{?/vafmr*f

Weiterhin bitte ich Herrn Dr.Breiten- &; g
bach zu sagen,dass ich gestern noch Schrit- : ' ' / ‘
te unternommen habe,dass ihm.iiber ‘Mr.Leonard i /
an den vermutlich das.Schreiben gehen wird, o : Ly ,»‘/ﬁ'/g/ Lo o f / {; ‘3 £
eine Einladung des. Eldg.Polit.Departements.

,_-T:__&:.,. Chee e

" ‘zugehen wird,dass -er auf éinige Tage hieher- T =
- kommen mdge . : ‘ . : #% '
Ich hoffe,es geht Innen und Ihrem Herrn o e o N o h %ﬁ‘
Vater gut.Griissen.Sie.bitte auch Ihre Fu | S
Mutter vén uns:.und seien Sie selbst besfans g
gegriisst und.im Voraus bedankt von g
Ihrem sehr ergebenen - — ___w__ww,__,,‘--_a__.f\ i : g‘
mymm | | - R
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Herrn airﬁktor 4y T dmer
cohyelgerische Ea”ﬁ(ﬁSﬁliSGhaft
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Zirich, /ewitzzrignd v e
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pear ¥ r. #idmer, i 1
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nr Notlhen ﬁf Stotallen has informed us thet he bought from
polr bank ¢ Luzrvznw by 5. u”lbl representing o young man with
a Jur eep. AL you ﬁau*ﬁa&e hegrd this peinting wes stulen
in the Hunick fertrel \0n: leeting raant arid we cre of ”u%?ae
mmkmutofimfﬁethw :

It vxjﬂ te w@rq siich apprecialec yf pou yould gloe us
thn nome ant aidrgss x’ the percon from whom Louw cequired *hz‘

/: : h é ) 1 uysfp E
' ' E
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| E
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BANKGESELLSCHAFT

i ! .
Unlon de Banques Suisses - TUnione dl Banche Svizzere - Union Bank of Switzerland

Aadorf, Aarau, Ascona, Baden, Baseﬁl Bern, La Cl'iaux de-Fonds, Chiasan, Couvet, Flawll, Fleurier, Fr feld, Gonf, L Lichtanstelg, Liestal
Locarno, Lugano, Luzern, Montreux, Rapparawil Rorschach Rémerhof-Z0rich 7, Ratl (Zdrich), St Gellen, Vevey, Wil, Winterthur, Wohlen, Zorich

!
i ~

Postcheck-Konto VIli 2 ‘ Office of Military Government

!

Telegrammsa: Bankunion }
(061) 253760 ‘l

1

Telsphon : (051) 25 36 60 ; ‘ for Bavaria

' ' Economies Division
zORICH, 2. Julill948! .
Bahnhofstrases '45 l Lf* ! M unic h Germany

, ; APO 07, U.S. Army
Vermidgensverwaltung | !
! L

Rel.:

A. Widmer, Vizedirektor

!
;
i

! 1

iAuf fhr Schreiben vom 15. Juni 1948
AG - 007 % MGBER/B teile ich Ihnen mit, dass ich
das Gemé&lde von E. Leibl, das ich an Herrn

Dr. Nathaé St.. Gallen verkauft habe, im

' Dezember 19b7 Von Frau Hanna Maritsch, Kunst-
handlerin, Plat&enétrasse 78, Ziirich, erworben

|

habe. §

i g@:%‘;;,gr;w | Hoch chtungsvoll
| &avaﬁa ;(7 /{,
s, AALAAA:
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OFPICHE OF HILLT

ARY

#

GOVIRNAEST FOR SAVARIA . -

| BACPERTY DIVIS | L
RESTITUTICH BRANCH MPakd sECTION
SUNICH Gbnm ai . APC 407" - UA ARMY 2B/ pl
A , ~ i A o
AG-00T-8GBFI/B ; 12 July 1948
Prau Hanna Karitsch | ]
Platsenstr. 73 | :
“Zirich /Bwitzerland g
: i
!
| |
Dear ¥rs. Maritsch, 5
Ulrektor a.aluuer of ?chwelaarzscne ankgeaellccnaft,

Zurich has informed us that he Yoaghi freom you in Deéceamber 1347
& painting by @.Leirl repreaeuﬁlag a young man with a fur cap.

A8 you may have nﬁara this,

fing tne tnief.

it wouia e
at the earlizst conve
. whom ‘youw acquired tni

{
I

|
|

i

péinting was 8tolen 1in the Eunich
rentral Collecting Foint anﬁ we are of course very anxxoas to

very much sygreoiated if you would give us

‘
v
'
i

1

“elepnone. ﬁuniuh ﬁillsarJ 4-389
wunich Civil jJUb4

|
1
|
!
;
i
g
3
!
|

|
%
i
1
i
|
i
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nience neme and address of the person from
8 pletu*@.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁunB“nf LECNARD

Chief, ¥onuments,¥ine Arts
and Archive Section
destitution HBracch
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23 July 1948

pr. e gl er | P
Yelrergen b/Lchtru Gpp _
i/ﬁasufalwn. ‘ o

fiesr Lr. Segler, .
. 1 . . " .

e refer tp your letter 16 kay 1948 in which you ask
ug opt Lo embars a&;gdcu G0 reveald tue paag of the pevraon who
gave you Spltaveg’ &‘“Zgauo>& Zgrrier®. We did npt pursue the
cuge any lurtiher, B onuBse goda ai*urw@;ua we Tound out our~.
selves thaty itne xPumV&@QJ& wes derr Uvbo dayer, & dimroel
Sdanieh. ! 1 : :

|
|
|
K
N

G ey
| b
today wehsye & similer problem. Would you tell us &%
the »ariluvf convy uiﬁﬂuﬁ*ﬁnsther you received from Fayer @
Cpiinting by FoLeibl) represanting &8 boy witn & fur L“p gnd

<NﬁUuhQr Jou pagsed Fhia painsina on ta derr von heldebr*cn
Berlin~-{lelnmachnos: |

: #arthersore we) would line to kaow whether you recelvea
other yaenninﬁw 1ram ftta Sayer. e trustg that you wilil agive us
an answer without reéservdiious. Both paintings as w:ell as sny
others coming from thi@ gource were stolen from the Centrel -
Colleeting Point. ¥eyer himself is not direcily involived tut
ia rather one ling in @ long chain ang 1t can be assumed thet
he acted in good falth. #ut even thpugh the thief is hnown),there
“in ow skuaablv number of paintings 8till uasccounted fer. Anere-‘
‘fore auy lazgrﬂatxon whlch might lesd %o the rdvover) of the
resy is oi gxﬁ&ﬁ&“ﬁllﬂydﬁtéﬁﬂb Lo us. : :
1 A

1

i
, o
Siocerely yours,

it
:

! . HExBERT 8 LEONaRD
Chief,donumente,Fine Aris
and Archives Seciion

é', Reatitution Branch
" . : ' ‘ . .
Telephon@: mincﬁen S , ‘ i : - G2
. . . L . . “}U::»
Military 4- 589, : : ~ _ Py
ﬁunich uivil 300)4 ‘ - . , _ Dy

e
A
\>
AN o L . D . : ’ B sk LY s dud

BEHﬁSSHE@

x 77505

117047
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Plattenstrasse 78

H

2

, i ‘

Hanna Maritsch, ; ‘i
|

Zirich 7 y

I
l 1
k i

OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR BAVARIA

RESTITUTION BRANCH MFA&A SECTION
MUNICH APO 407, U.S.ARMY EB/pb

AG-007 MGBPR/B % | ‘
‘ ? ‘1
HERBERT S LEONARD Esq.
Chief, Monuments) Finé Arts,
and Archive Section |
|

Sehr geehrter Herr, |

L | |
i Ich habe Ihr w,Schreiben vom 12.Juli a,c.
erhalten und an einen Rechtsanwalt, von dem ich den an Herrn

A,Widmer verkauften Leibl erhalten habé, weitergeschickt,

| |
Derselbe scheint ﬁéngerb Zeit in die Ferien verreist zu sein,
oder auf Ferienreﬂse, d?nn ich habe noch keine Antwort darauf

erhalten. :

leld tun, wenn es sich wirklich um ein gestoh-

Es wiirde mir sehr

lenes Bild handeln wurde. Es ist wohl ein Bildnis eines jungen

Burschen von W Lelbl, Jedoch mit einer Reitermiitze und nicht,
wie Sie schrelben,a fur;cap. Es war auf Holz gemalt ca 18/20 cue

hoch, Sobald Dr.N. zuruck ist, will ich niheres iiber den Auftrag-
;

geber erfahren suc%en. |

' Mit vorziiglicher Hochachtung,

| ihre . o '
Ny | |
§ ‘/%ﬁi;agda, ‘jg;;2¢af¢ﬁ;uéf?

o |

i
{
i
!
|
|
|
i
i
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T At

,painting was stolen ffom the Munich Central Collecting Yoint.

xis now in possession of Mr. Nathan, St. Gallen.

g .
OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVEHNMENT FOR BAVARIA
PROPFRTY DIVISTO%

RESTITUTION BRANCH MFA A SECTION |
MUNICH GERMANY @ AP0 407 CUS ARMY Te/pd

......

|
| 19 August 1948

i
|
Mr. Eduard Probst ]
32 Scheideggstr. i
Zirich, Switzerland
|

1

l

i L

We habe been informed ‘that you bought from Mr, Gillmann, SR

28 Peinzenauerstr, Munich late in 1947 =2 painting by W.Leibl,

representing a doy with a fur csp. As you may have hesard, this

é
It would be very much sppreciated if you would give us
at the earliest convenience name and address of the lawyer,
to whom you so0ld the painting, as well =38 the date of-the sale :
and the vrice paid for it. 'The palnting leter passed through Y
16 nands of Mrs. Maritschgand ir.Widmer both of Zirich and ;

| g Sincerely yours,

HERBERT S LwON D

Chief ,Monumwente ,Tine Arts
end fArchiveg Seétion
Restitution Brench
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