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Stolen By Nazis

FRANKFURT Aug 157 (ONS) =A™ prlct-
Tless collection of Jewish books and ceremonial
objects, seized in hall ‘a dozen countries” by X
Jew-baiting Nazis, has been recovered i the -~
American-occupied zone. It is being inspected
and catalogued by experis in Franklurt. In- .
- cluded in the huge deposits of religious and
artistic articles are 1,250,000 books.

From damp, rat-infested cellars and many
other hiding rlaces have been brought 130,000
volumes of Iebrew literature, Torah scrotls,
ancient, illuminated manuscripts dating back
o the 14th century, richly embroidered cere-
monial robes, poblets and hranched candle-
thks

The loot had been taken from synagogues,
private collections and IHebrew insiitutions
during the Nazi rnle and held by the “Rosen-
herg Institute for thelnvestigation of {hejewish .
Question” in it headquarfers in--Frankfurt. ~
Searchers are sfilluncovering more of thetreas-
ure in the widely scattered places where it had .
been hidden during the panicky last days of
Nazidom,

As fltese objects are discovered, immiediate
arrangenients are made for their protection
and preservation and they are {ransported to
the central collecting point, the former Roth-
schifd library in Frankfurt. . -

Among loot yet to be uncovered are the miss-
ing Jewish communal records of Frankfurt
and Mainz, dating back fo the ninth century. = .

The books and objects so.far mspected rep- .
resent the stripping of- 64" different « ew:sh
cogmunal. “and private coltections in Russia
Fy -“Betgnrm, Holland'and Oermany’ ey
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7 MARBURG Aug. 15. (GNS).—Roofing and
" window repairs af the Marburg State "Ar-
j{ . chives building have been completed to a point

" Treasures To- Archivés Build

where art treasures are being, moved from the !
mine at Siegen for classificalion and storage. &
Permanent racks have been prepared in the - ﬁrg

archives. building and painfings - are being Y
racked and inspected for damage. R

Several cases of church ftreasure, inchiding
vestments and ecclesiastical art removed by
Nazis from the cathedral of Metz, have be
3 removed from the Siegen mine."

Trade Lumber For Coal

) KARLSRUHE, Aug. 15 (GNS) &y
in Baden are supplying lumber for -shoring
the mines in the g aar and in exch:mge will
receive coal.

- NEWS OF‘GERMANY. ]
T _THURSDAY, August 16, 1945 .._..._ - 3

" Published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- i
dny mornings by the Press Sectlon, Information
Control Division, USFET.

News of Germany is produced aa a service
for USFHT personnel whose duties demand

+ familiarity with the spot news developments - -
within Germany,- especially those worl ing in
‘the field of information, - . 4

News of -Qerman recejv dz an
News Service (GNS)~an exc[ﬁ
supplied by the Press Sectioni to overt and

* llconsee news% pers and radio etations. Jt elso
receiven ficationa Operatlona Soct on
FO8) news which is-so0 eredited.

/ " Publication'wnd cxrcu’tat!on'Oﬂ'!ce
Telephoue Beacon Tac L R
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WHEN,

: ‘in May, Third Army
-k officers feached the small town of Alt
8 Aussee, high in the spectacularly moun-
. : tainous country about 75 miles north-

- east of Salzburg, they found a salt mine
above the town where, deep in a

greatest collections of fine art. in the
world. The art, "collected” in the main
from every country occupied by Ger.
many during the war years, had been
scheduled for destruction by the nazis
in order to prevent its "desecratlon" by
the American forces. ‘On orders from
" the Gauleiter of ’Oberdanau, SS troops
had transported to the mine eight big
cases, marked: "Marble — Don’t Drop.”
Had their contents been properly placed
‘and detonated, it would have wrecked
_the seven huge ‘works (in - which re-
posed, among other things, some 10,000
paintings) by rendermg them  com-
pletely macess:ble and - floodmg them
‘with water.
Fortunately for _the.countries to
. which the massive treasure belongs, an
" cart expert: working' at the mine, in
connivance with a few _others 'who
knew the salt works well was able to
p!ace the charges in such a way that
the tunnels which were destroyed dzd
not. actually render the repos:tgxyes
" inaccessible, since the interior ap-
_proaches -are a honeycomb of passage-

it

AL T

o

AT R I g

T
S
¥
£
4
%
3
P
P
o
Rl
0
%
.

~could -be carried out.

- ''THE ALT AUSSEE MINE
.\Asxde from -the art

BACK
from the Salt M l N ES

RO ot gopory i)

mountainside. was-located one of the

_origin of these salt works
antiquity. It is known that they were "

legend claims that they ‘are

.. ways. The Gauleiter had to flee before . .

: -+ . temperature and practi
“His-order to have the art techmcnan shot

% -which... the _ re-
POSItOTy cnﬁtamed, the mine itself was -

w7

" The Restituiion of Flne ﬂrt Is a Wclrd
Odyssey ‘

: found to be an extraordmary place. Its

one- entrance g:ves -access to a hori-

zontal tunnel burrowed for- at least a.

mile ‘inside the mountain. (The other
salt mines used as repositories in Ger-
many and Austria are accessible by ver.
tical schafts, one of wh:ch is 3,000 feet
deep.) Y

The art repositories could be reached
by a small eighteen-inch-wide track,
mountang ‘a~tiny engine .

of seven ”Wer_ke", each ‘of which ls.
series of vast vaulted chambers. The
is lost in

though

three
thousand" years old. For the last five
hundred years they may have been work-
ed by the same famil:es in which in-
breeding has produced a curious kind
of salt-mine clan, 3pparently generally

active a thousand years ago,

" smaller than average and speaking a

pronounced dialect umque to the tribe.‘
~The chambers of .the mine, which are

-all electrically illuminated, were prac-
 tically. perfect repositories for paint-
ings. The summer temperature is a steady .
40 dégrees “fahrepheit (rising, oddly

enough, to 47 in winter).” Constant

midity meant-that the pictures suffered

litt1é, ‘Whereas the fine collection*~of: -

renaissance armor, inclnding gol‘d” ‘and

-capable of
draggmg six or eight dollies. It cons;sts‘

lly ideal : hu--

{whlch had -
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:"uevo fame), had to be kept

9 .e,of“'the -metal
. chambers:: were :also. equipped, with fa-

c:ht:es for restoration; racks for 14,000

pamtmgs ~andadéqriaté flodring. Plans -

were comp]eted for reception of still

"more treasure. In addition to the 10,000: .
* paintings brought to:Alt Aussee in the’

two - last years of the war, the nazis

‘had . assembled - masses of sculpture in-

. the form of altarpieces, religious statues

: and- hindreds--of 18th-century French
e —~zmd-*ltahan furmture'“rugs tapestries;

etc. There was so much’ in ‘the mine
that it took two 'and a hall months to
clear it out through thé single tuniel
available,

~  ART COLLECTING POINTS.
" ESTABLISHED

The -Armed . Forces, anticipating the
problem of rest:tutton of these vast
collectlom and restoration of the Ger-
man national treasure whiclh had been
-so protected from bombardment, were
prepared to establish oo]lectmg points
" for”art and other cultural material as
soon. as suitable-and strategxcally located
buxldmgs could be found. Thus there
are now in the U.S. Zone collecting

points .at Munich, Marburg, Wiesbadén, .

and . Offenbach which are . carrently
processmg arts and documents
"evacuated. from' six main underground
repos:torxes of which Alt Aussee is the
largest These pomts now housmg both.
cultura atenal requmng evacuatnoo
as a’ protect:ve ‘measure, . ‘or material
suspected of ‘being loot; will’ ultxmately
become clearmg houses through wh:ch

, heavxly-;f' '
coated with’ grease ‘because of -the ‘ten- .
‘ to  oxidize. . The -

- ogperation.is. the,.

being

" form a’large portion of

: ~’displaced works of art can be appm«

priately redlstrzbuted

Mumch is the largest of the four col
,lectmg pomts and its establishment and
~most.. complgx
reason of the vast amotmt of looted art

- objects in the Third Army area, the ur-

gent need for a large, central colle¢-
ting center was feit early in the occu-
patxon of ‘Germany. The two enormous
nazi buildings in Munich were chosen

’

as' the' site (in one of these’ landmarks.

gent’ repa:rs ‘and construction, mcluding ,

the b!ocking off of a network of un:
derground paSS'\geW‘lys, were completed
by the end of June. Because the Munich
collecting point employs a large num-
ber of Germans (who have been ' care-

fully screcned) and its treasures are of -

inestimable value to to all of Europe

extraordinary securitiy -measures were

instituted,

The ocessmg of such vast amounts
of art; stdl growing as apparently end-
less convoys reach the Collectmg Point
daily, ‘involves comphcated clerjcal and
statistical procedures ‘An Arts Docu-
ments Center has,been estab!nshed in
Munich to. record’ mformatlon on sus:

_pected Ioot Such documents as the re-

cords — photographic and otherw1se
~— .of the notorious Emsatzstab Rosen-
berg, which' handied works of -

taken from Jewlsh private collectlons,
the docu-
mentary material. leewase detailed in-
formation on 'the’ far-reaching actm-
t:es of Gtmngs 3gents in their ‘comb-
mg of Europe. for the purpose of buﬂ.

dmg the Renchsmarschalls collectaon is

‘01

The Cracow aﬂarpleca, ohe of Poland’s greu! natl Onal freasures, was dismanﬂed by the Poles early ln !he .
. warand subsequently removed fo’ Germany: it was discovered in an underground reposiory in Nﬂmberg. -
where if had been siored together with: other religious art. Done by a German, Veit Stoss; who had' Been .

" called by the King. of Poland in 1477 to execuie the work, it required ten years o complete’ s ceniral
panel and elghiean sec{ions. twelve of which are’ shown here. Whon ‘assembled, ihe alfarplece’stands 25°
' faet high akd 15 feet wide. The figurei, which are fen feet high; are carved'in lindervdod. The Gerians - -

s BYeran

_the' Munich_‘Pact was._ signed) 'and_ur: .. |

cons‘iderad that sinco a German artist had created this work |t rightly belonged to fl‘wcouniry of hls drigin. .

-
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MRS, JAMES J. RORIMER
1000 PARK AVENLE K]

: NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10028
. October 29, 1982

Ur. Paul J. Karlatrom,hest Coast Area Director

ARCHIVES OF AWERICAH ART
41 East 65th Streot, N.Y.C. , W1

Dear Mr. Karlstrom:

’ As a small donor to the Archives of Amcrican Art I have received volure
22,n0.2 of the Journal with your article, "10 July 1945; loaded Bruges
‘Hadonna.® Tom lowe's Howe's roforence p. 16 to wy late huvband‘s book i3 interestin:.
Tou's book canme out in 1945, immediately thdt he! réturned from reatitution
‘work. Jimts appeared in 1950. Salt Hinos end Castles were not the focus of
‘tho book and I nevor recall Jim considering that title.

Itts a lonr time ago, but I retain cortain clear recolloctions. I worked
‘with Jim on the book {that is, I did the typing) ~and helped boil down the
‘thousands of pages of wartlme horrors gornerad from his daily reports to the
Taxr Dorpartmont in Vashinghon. AL that time much of the documentation was =till
classified TOP SECRET and it was difficult to'determine what to say end what o
comit. The subjectuatter was all grim. It beging with Jim's landing on ths
Horuwandy coest with the U.S. invasion and progresses through the cmbaitled
countryside to Paris and from there moves into ucrnany and Austrln with-vhe

B

Seventh Army uatil Var's ond. - e

Yhat did bother Jim, 1 th¢nh, vas that he was fearful that Tom's boox
would not get the nmessage across. One of the numerous passages which ho under-

scored and comnented upon, for etample, iz,"Ve were desperately ancious to rz=
Anto Germany where we could be part of all these unbelievable adventures in-
stoad of hearing about thom secondhand."
¥hat Jim was trying to convey is.implicit in the title: "Survival; the
selvage and protection of art in war.® He rrites apbout what Man must do to
aave the testimonies of civilization -~ as the-war rages; before it begins.
The small band of enlisted men (10 ¢ of whom were killed in action) were
solected from onllsted pen by the War Dep“rt:ent on the persounel advice of tre
Pobert's Commission. It was not true, as Tom vrites at the conclusion of his
book, that "There vias no arbitrary drafting of persomnsl; particlpation wes
voluntary. The resulting sponteneity and its value to tho spirit of the work
cannot be exaprerated." He was speakingz,of course,of the people who arrivad
efter the Warts end for the restitution work, but is an example of many passasz:
und nany points of view which in Jim*s opinion turnnd a norrendous and anciant

Problem into an art historiants pic-nic.

Moy T suggest that you read Jim's book publiahpd N Y.,Abelard Press,1950.
Finding a copy isn't easy. It went out of print ‘quickly and the nubllshcr'f
proases were dostroyed ‘by fire shortly thereaftor.florper & Rowe ovm Lt currentl-
and the chlldren and I are plann;mu to rcigsue it.But lifo 1s very busy,

uincsraly yours . . o ‘
. p'
/J T vfwt,buv ’\/ "'7{' 0"““3‘“ e

Ml Logivee paroes -
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' ¥r.Charles Parkhurst,Assistant Director . . _ - : .
o i Natienal Gallery of Art . - '
’ ! Washington, D. C., 20565 _ , S :

H -
.

A e i -

ey

Doar Chuck:

T

e

have given thought to the disposition of Jim's Lionuments, . S

P o
|

! : Your letter of the l4th reached nv = fow days ago and I
| as well as

‘Fine Arts & Archives papers of Vorld VWer II,
papers relating to other aspocts of his life.

I wonder if the National Gallery is the archive in which
to deposit the MFA & A:papers. - They are not numerous and
relate mostly to his book, "Sirvivdl: the salvage and protection
of art in war," which is a better source for information then
the scribbled text and revisions. All tle other correspondence
was confidential and.vent directly from the field to Viashington
. regularly, - where it is on file in the national archives, now

' ' declassified’and easily available. o
. Metropolitan Huseum matters.are available from its Archives,
and one of these days I will get around to thinlking about the
few items here at home which once were personal but can event-
ually go to the Musewn. They will, I. guess, dispell some of
. the nastiness certain ex-directors -get pledsurs in disseminat-
- ing and many people delight in reading. Other papers. seem ap-
propriate for Cleveland or Harvard. ‘

Thanking you very mich for thinking of it, °nd

Best’greetings,and hoping to see you, " Yours ,42&17
. [ . "

ey o . . .
- '

e
PAPERS .




Washington, D. C. 20565 - | .

< Qffice of the Assistarit Director
, 14 July 1982 :
Dear Kay, -
. I seem to miss you pretty regularly at the CRWU éeetings.,

I get there when you're not, and vice versa.. It would be nice
to see you. ’ ‘ ’

I am writing also to ask 1if Jimmy or you ever did anything
with his MFA & A papers or books from the days of looted art - ' ’
operations in Cermany. We have at the National Gallery quite
an archive of records donated by E. Parker Lesley, Fred llartt,
Edith Standen and myself, and 1f Jimmy's records have been assem-
i ' bled but not deposited elsevwhere, 1t might be worth your conside-
| : ration putting them in with the others here.

I am going to be here another six or seven months before
retirement (see enclosed "press release"), but I will, by copy
of ‘this letter, inform our chief 1ibraria?, J.M. Edelstein,
that I have written to you about this.

I hope your summer is pleasant, not too hot, and that 1ife
is otherwise treating you well.

.

As ever,

L&./t//; ~~
arles Parkhurst
. Assistant Director

B

Mrs. James J. Rorimer , A —_— - .
1000 Park Avenue N ‘
New York City, New York 10028

Enclosure

o -
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Tuomas Cann Howe
P 2640 LARKIN STRERT
SaN IraNcisco, CALIFGRNIA 4100

Thanksgiving Day - November‘zsth, 1982

Dear Kay:

Paul Karlstrom has kindly sent me a copy of your 29 October
letter -~ thus giving me welcome, if mildly controveréial reason
Tor getting in touch with you after far too long a perxod of si~
lence. You are quite right in pointing out that the aim of Jim's
book and mine differed radically. When my publisher (Dobbs Merrill)
wrote to me in Germany lo inquire if I could and would do a chron-

“icle of my doings 'over there', great stress was placed on the fact
"that such a saga, due to prevailing tastes, would have to be con-
"cerned entirely with post-war activities. That was simple enough:

I had no experiences except those of post-war days. In mid-May 1945
Craig Smyth and I flew over together - both of us being in the USNR.
(Incidentally, it was Craig who later made the remark about my being
in Jim's bad graces." I am sure you know Craig well enough to know
that he never has been a trouble-maker. Not that son of a pious Pres-
byterian clergyman. God bless him! I often felt positively immoral =-
no, make that amoral - in his chaste company.)

. But I must make the point that time and time again the spontaneity
of the work done by those of us who appeared on the European scene af-
ter the war was over was emphatically stressed by a triumvirate of ste-
ling characters active in those extraordinary days: Huntington Cairns
of the N.G. in Washington, our able section head - Bancel LaFarge, and
the universally admired and beloved George Stout. 50 I think you will
agree that my comments were based on very solid foundations,

"~ Leaving all of this aside - isn't it sad that it's already rather
venerable history? -~ let me say that I hope you'll take lunch with me
when I am again in New York. My visits are not too frequent - twice a
year at most, as a rule (when I go east for meetings in Princeton and
in Washington at the Smithsonian). 1 promise an advance "signal'‘; and
maybe we can round up Jodie and Lane Faison. I know you are as devoted
to them as I am. You may remember that the Faisons and I .were back in
Germany in 1950 and 51 (as minions of the State Dept.). I've often giv-
en thought to re-issuing my book, with a postscript devoted to that year.
Once again there is mérked interest in the days of Hitlerian looting.
Last year I helped BBC do a fascinating dooumentary; and only two weeks
ago NBC News begged to borrow a copy of "Salt Mines & Castles,'" a tome
which never "had a mission" - being merely a daily chronicle of some of
the most memorable days of my professional life.

Promise me that you will break bread with me on one coast or .the
other when the occasion presents itself. I am glad that you help the
Archives. I think that they are doing a great job.

With warm regards,

Mrs. James J. Rorimer : 47 A ‘ »
1000 Park Avenue : ) AL \)/’mp(:.,,

‘New York, N. Y. - 10028 Thomas C. Howe
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L. BANCEL LAFARGE

BRONSORS
JOMM TAYLOR ARMS
MR, AND MAS. ROBERY WOODS BLISS
EVA OREXEL DAHLGRER
WILLIAM BELL DINSMOOR
MRS, MARTIN EOAN
THEQODORE HAVILAND 2ND
ERNEST HILLMAN, JR,
CARL: MILLES

| MENRI PEYRE

LAURANCK P, ROBDERTS
PAUL J. BACHS
COLONEL TRUMAR SMITH
FRANCIS HENRY TAYLOR
FORBYTH WICKKS

SECRETARY

" CONBTABLE MACCRACKEN
for its preservation.
soldier on guard before the Calvaire to protect it from vandalism.

PLOUGASTEL CALVAIRE RESTOR/ATION FUND, INC.

point of pilgrimages.

T P

Les ; Poir {,/, . ni’ I e ;‘;?‘;,“%ﬁ. . - )
11%847‘

ROOM 2500 — 63 WALL STREET
NEW YORK 5, N. Y.

.~ ' . April, 1949

In August 19LL the American Army was advancing toward the tip
of the Brittany peninsula. The German-held submarine port of
Brest, which was expected to fall after a week's siege, remained
in onemy hands for six weeks. During that siege the little town
of Plougastel-Daoulas on the peninsula opposite to Brest was
severely damaged. '

Near the church of the town stood a partly destroyed Calvaire,
a characteristic Breton monument of wayside worship and focal
The first Americans to enter Plougastel
upon its liberation were two officers and a private who. acted
as their interpreter. The American enlisted.man was immediately
struck by the artistic excellence of the Calvaire and alarmed

Through' the mayor he arranged to station a French Resistance

Iater with the aid of

the French sentry he gathered up in a wheelbarrow the fragments of sculpture scattered
about the ground and removed them to a place of safety on the second floor of a granary

< near the presbytery.

: In the course of later assignments in various parts of France from Brittany to .
the loire valley, to Paris, Vittel, Puy-de-Dome, and north-eastward again to Lorraine,
the American private encountered everywhere French citizens whose first question, on

hearing that he had been at Plougastel, was the fate of the Calvaire.

This attachment

of the French people for their celebrated Calvaire inspired the American soldier to re-
solve that if he survived the war he would do everythlng in his power to .restore the
Calvaire of Plougastel-Daoulas.

To that end Private John D. Skilton, Jre., who later in the war and at the be- -
ginning of the occupation of Germany became a Monuments Specialist Officer with the section
‘called Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives of the U. 8. Army, set down in writing an account

of his war and occupation experiences in 19LL and 19LS5.

His book was translated into

French and published at Paris in December 1948 as "Defense de ltArt Europeen". All
royalties of the author and of the translator, Mlle. Jacqueline de Gromard, member of the
Croix Rouge Francaise serving in the same area of Germany where Lieutenant Skilton was
assigned by MFA%A, are pledged to the restoration of the Calvaire at Plougastel-Daoulas.

Plougastel Calvaire Restoration Fund, Inc. has been estdblished to sell in the
United States a limited number of the first French edition of "Defense de 1'Art Buropeen®,
Proceeds of the sale will produce a small sum toward the restoration of the Calvaire.
Much more, however, will be needed if the work of reéstoration is to be completed. The
- Ministere de lt'Education Nationale (Section des Monuments Historiques) of the French
Government; which has the Calvaire under its jurisdiction as a monument of national °
importance, has estimated the total cost of restoration at 3,000,000 francs.

Plougastel Calvaire Restoration Fund, Inc. invites you, therefore, in addition
to ordering a copy of "Defense de 1'Art Europeen®, to send a contribution for the restora-

tion.

part in the religious life of France.

Your gift will mean the re-creation-of an historic monument which plays a vital

It is a gift that will go on giving, as the Calvaire

itself has given for nearly 350 years a spiritual steadfastness to generations of devout

Bretons.
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larcost cache of works of art over assembled in one placo is located ina
tunnol thres-Quarters of a mile lony deep in the mountains of fustria,

“fficor for the Soventh frmy, who oxpoects that the oventual opening of this
repository of .er’ " sr wil' roveal numerows prizes from the cultural
centers of the wor.d.

Little of great art value has boen found remaining in the underground
tunnels of Berchbtesgaden, according to Lieutenant Rorimer,

The official expropristion, or looting, by the azis of works of art
from ocevpied countries as well as from individuals and mudoums in Cermany
itself wroudd reach stagrering figures if a monetary estimate could be placed
oh ‘objects of cultural value, the officer said. It hes been reliably

~stated that one-third of tho »rivate art treasures.of France wore sent to
Germany, he said. Pross - ~“timotes of the value of the looted art range
up to several billions of .ollars, hc reported.

f " Coering visited the Jou do Paume, Paris, 16 times to meke his persona’

' gelections of works of art from the coatinuous, changing exhibitions of
looted masterpieces, Lieutenant Rorimer learned frem Mlle, Rose Valland;

.. assistent at the Jeu de Paumoe. During the entire perioed of the Cerman

and worked with the Fronch Resistence,

_ Director of this type of looting wes Alfred Rosenberg, Iieutenent
Rorimer explained. Rosenberg ias in'charge of the Spivitual and Ide-
ological Bducation of the Mezi Party. To acoomplish iz art grebs, le
organized-the Rosenberg service, which was known ir “»stern Rurope as tle
"Einsatzstab Rosenberg" (Task Force Rosenberg), c¢f'i:iclly suppsrted by
both Hitler and Goering, and<bsignated by the letters DRR, for YZinsete
zstab llosenbérg’ Regierung' (Task Force Rosenberg Authorlty). The complex
or:anization of this administration has beon active for more than five
years ond was sot up so as to attract as little attention as possible,

The Rosenberg *.. 'dinga in Peris were visited by kElle. Valland and the
lieutenant following the liberation of Paris as part of the program for the
oare and preservation of works of art set up under the planning by the
SEAIT i:onuments, Fine Arts gnd Lircl ives Section.

All ¢l records, including photographs, of the confiscated works of
art which passed through thm olutches of the methodical ERR were discovered,
as had been antieipated, whon the (=5 !.onuments Gfficer arrived at ifou=
schwanstein Castle. Major Gensral Dean, cammanding general of the 44th
. Divisiodn, personally supervised the capture of the ocastle and immadietely
placed it off limits as & »rocaution against eabotage looting or oareless
destruction. c A :

AAeollection of works of art such as had never bhefore beon gathered
under a’'single roof vias: found at Heusclwanstein Castle. It included world-
famous paintings from the Munioh museums ineluding the Rg¢sidensz, and tle
private collections. of the royal Davarian Wittelsbach family. These were
stored in specially prapared rooms togethsr with untold quantities of looted
art from various countries., Thers were paintings, rare furniture, tapes-
“tries end illuminated manusoripts from the Rothachild sollections in and

. - vear Pnrlr- the, extraordlnary silver oollection of David4?eill,,wﬁo W8S

WITIHH THE A}IRICA SEVENTH (MY 1§ CERMANY -~ ' &t is ronorted to bo the

acoording to First Lt. Jomes J, Rorimer, G~5 l'onuments Fine .irts end irchiver

occupatlon she had remzined at her post with the National lluseums of France,

; .”'the Netional Mus eums of': Franoe until &he war' apd Renaissanoe Bl

Public Roeletions Office f
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SPECIAL RELEASE No. 549 * | 11 MY 1946 1198 48
Tor Immediate Relense: » EXC. “u]V“ 70 FRELZ CANP



http:oollection.of
http:I.ieutenl1'.nt
http:of~ollo.rs
http:Jriv(\.te
http:GERMI.NY

#

At the Co.chusian Monastory of Buxhoim near Mommingon, 72 casos
‘of works of art were found to oontain tho Dgvid<Veill bronzes, miniaturo
" objeots and other world-known things from Poris. Thero are articles from
the Kiev Mussum in Russia; a Rembrandt from an as yet unidentified
*unich safo sent to I-xhedw for restoration following the T.unich firog
paintings by Lergilliere ¢ ° other liinhteenth Century paintors, Rare
works of art from France .:.& other countries fill séme 15 rooms. Tapes-
trios end rugs from tho ovhschilds wnd other families are piled a foot .
nigh over the entire Tloor of one room ahout 80 foet longe Coptic :
toxtiles are among tiie loot, .

11 tho Island of Herronchiomsco in the Versailles Palance of the.mad
Ludwig of Daverie arc some 300 'losonbeng casss from Russia snd Franco.
This is £lso u repository {or works of art from Lunich.

tiontmants Oifficers Lieutenant lorimor and Hothewor arrived at tho

island with a task force from the 342nd frmored Field . rtillery of the
13 Corps and found that Lit. Samuwol 5, llorse, of th: &¥ind Tank Dostiroyer
Bottalion of the 42nd Division, had arrived three dors warlier and placed

tho Island under his supervision. Just previously, Licutemnnt Coneral
Woinmard had committed suieide there prior to the ecapture, without resise-
tenes, oif five Gorman colonols and o major by a sergeant of the 10lst

irborne Tiivision. -

: Also suieid.. - Obors'ti :chrer von Bohr, Rosenberg's chiof of staff
g - and chief looter Hr it in the jost, ond his co~worker, Daronnoss von Behr.,

o

They both committed suicido on 19 /fpril 1845.. Dr, Bruno Lohse, tho

assistent chiof of staff for BRR, was arrested a fow days spo, and

varlcus othoer key menbors of tho ring have been taken into protoctive

custody. Photographsrs, rostorers end art experts heve worked until ;
recont deys end want to continue coring for the vast treasurcs which havo a

heon uvncoveroed. i

7he vorks of art selocted by Hitler and Goering end thoir henchmen
are gradually being uvncovaered. They include pieces from the Tushror's
house in :unich. The fat of such works is still a matiter of doubt,

RICRR
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p’iﬁgctober 1945 .

Lt. J.J. Rorimer
YES&A Cfficer
G-% Division

H0 7 U 3 Army.

Dear Jim,

: s ,
This note wlll explagn to you why sergeznt HART,

S of thls Divislon, ‘is’ comlng

may be in your area. He has rscalved peérmlssion to go down
to look for her and in order to pet orders, he was told
to dlscuss restltutlon matters with you. -

[ ] . : .

i Zoth Colnrl Jefferson and I would much apnrecl:ste
& anythlas thst you,con 8o to nelp Jgt. “art in his mlsslon,
b8 ‘ ~zrticulsrly a3 regurds tranaportatlion. His work for the
3 Dlyision fully-juatxfiei azny stretchlog of Mo flctzl" ehrundls
i3 which you cmn bring yourself to work.
B . This gilves me an opvortunity “o0 do directly whst I

7 askad Falter HOTN to 4o for me, to xlss you, at lezst remotely,
; on totn cheerks for your Lrolx de Uuerre - cert=inl; uo oue

hes deserved recognitlon of his work more tnan you, zud
nerticuls~ly from the French for whnse lntersots youlabored
go mirhtily both in Parls sad in Germsany. L am sure Ude
Vellzand 13 rleased anﬂ 1f this finfs her still in your

area, 80 glve her egll my gresting. and best wlshnéas na thunk
her “or her very sweet note to me. Yay that I =11l write ia
the leliars that I expret asbortly to huve.

For I am anparcatily de: lﬂLtFly l= avlﬂ& the fug of
this week, for & repo deop unear faris sl first - znd svery
evidence 13 thet one rots in re o GEpos Or 30mé weeky sefore

\ shinment. I éxpect to catch up on iy resding and writing. I
R legyve with few regerts except -‘ersonzl oncs for 1 feel that
e emy--con b Fbut Lon to our work has besa mlalmal and that you all,

who asre carrylng on, have @ ne the Job aud cen get on if asythlng
tetter without ‘his echslon. My denarture ls, dl=o0, somcwhzat
embitteyed by sur loas of the flght on a subject on wnich I

was told to ksen my mouth shut but walceh you cen-gueas. It rasg
heen fun to know all of you and I hog:s that we w1lll forersther
ggeln - 1a tne meantime p0 on wlith the good work sad think
®indly of us who were mere pzcer wal.ahs - ° ‘

Tours, el

Mason hammond.

S o ‘ o -. .

. AAﬁf@@-M@J?A?%

) this Hgs. =lith orders to
A repart to you. Hesis one of t e nen with long#gst service v
B e theeBdebedemrdias - ré e a~sister. F-think, who- -~ - eee
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' To: Mr. Francis llenry Taylor . From: 0-537223
¢/o The Metropolitan Museum of Art  Lt. James.J. Horimer
New York City ~Hg G-5 Seventh Army

APO 758 c¢/o PM NY NY

20 August 1945

1

Dear Fran:
| The end of the war is the most cheerful evenﬁ in-a generation.
It’é seriousness from the Monuments, Fine grts and Archives point
of view in Germany is alarming - from the point of vieﬁﬁof the
high.points offmgst of thézmonuments officers. I met with seVeh
of the crowd in Marburg Saturday and agaln with Mason and Bancel
and Charles Kuhn in Frankfurt yesterday. In a very short time
many of us will be forced to sign up for approx1mately & year
or go home. Civilian personnel will hive to be made available at
once if our work is to be of continuing velue. The Ghent altar-piece and the
Strasbourg glass are only a few of the things to be roturned.as
-soon as possible. There must be continuity in the change over from
army to civilian personnel in our fieid. John Brown may talk to
you about all this before you receive this letter. Youéno doubt
have been giving\the matter considerable thought‘al}ead&.‘
My own plans depend on circumstances. As the chief of the
section in Westefn Military District I have(some obligatiéns to the
other officers in. the fieid - but ydu know how anxicus. I am to return
to hay and civilian stuatus,
Wlth regards to all my colleaguea,...I have written

o nary a word since crossing the Rhine. .
I (signed:Jim)

(V... MATL)

Received Mediaeval"Defartment Se embe{ 2 1945
Heceiveq Director's Office Auguo 30, 3
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'HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY
Office of the Headquarters Uommandant
APO 758 U.3, Army

22 Agus8 1948

SUBJECT: OCustodian Receipt

70 ] Monumonis,'rino Arts, and Archives Officer.

1. The Oommanding General acknowledges the rcooip{ of one large
Tapestry (approximately 18' x 10!') valued at $5,000.00.

2. The Headquarters Comnandant accepts responsidility for above
Tapestry until such time that it becomes necessary to return 1t to
property control. " ‘

3. The Tapestry will be placed in the General's Oonfersnce Room
at the Seventh Army Headquarters in Heldelberg, Germany.
. v | :i:)
2

S V. GALLOWAT, .
mor. In{mtryl

vﬁ% /((W(ﬂ/ TPAOEKS . o f | | |
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COLLTCTING POINTS o - 119853

At the preseﬁt tine, Collécting Points for art objects and other
cultural materlal have been established in the United Stétgs Zone of
Occupation, - at Munich, Marburg, Wiasbaden and Offenbadﬁl These Col-
leoting’FointsAare used to houée-ﬁhe holdings of eﬁergency reéositor-
les of two types: fifst, cultural m&tériél requiring a%é%@ation as a
.proteétive measure hecause of’inadeQuate stofage'cohditidnslbffin suf-
fioienf seourity° Eecond; culﬁural material suSpect?d of having been
looted by the Germﬂns from oooupied countries. Ultimately, they will
be the clearing-houses througb which diSplaoed ‘works of art%%%ltural
material can be appropriately redistributed.

or thase four Collecting Points, the one at Munlch is the largest
and 1its establishment and operation the moat complex. By reason of
‘the vast amount of looted art objects in the Third United Stetes Army
‘area, the urgent need for»a large, central»collecting center mas.relt
early in thé oocupation of Germany. & carsful preliminary su:vey‘re-
vealed that the. two enormous Nazi Party‘buildings in Munioh - the .

"Verwalbungsbau" end the"Fihrerbau"- were admirebly auited to this

purpose. It is of interest to mention here that the “Fuhrerbau” is

the bullding in which the famous Munich Pact, - -"Yeace in our timeA -

was signed in 1938. Negétiations\fof the requisitionipg of these two

landmarks of the Nazi régime waiq completed and they are'now held and
~ administered by the Bavarian Reglonal M;lita:y Governmenﬁ Detaohment,

E-201, undzr supervision of the Third‘Army |

The administration of the Munieh. Collecting Point resolves itself

into two main divisionsxxth, each directed by 8 Monuments upecialist

Officer: the curatorial department under which ere all sections having
: L
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to do directly with art;,and,the departmsent fggponsible for the .
repair end maintenance of the buildihgs. ‘In addition, therelare
subsidliary departménts‘which are headed by German civilians, -
the disbursing'départment andAthe'persbhnel department.
411 civiliaen employees are paid.diredtly'by the Kultur Minis-
terium of the German Bavarian Government. They dopsist of two
types: on the one hand; those who comprise the rermanent Stéff;
and, on the other, éqntractors ;nd 1abqrers.hired on a short-termA
~besis as the neéds arfgé;. The members of the permanent staff were
selected with great cars as to thelr political bias as well as to
their art-hiétorioal qualiinations. Considereble difficulty was
experiencéd 1nlmeeting both of these reguiremenfs; but,'with the
ald of personnel information éompiléd a; Supreme Headquarters, Al-
lied'Expeditionary Forces and with the advice of certain reliable
art expgrts, g sultable staff numbering'eighteen persons was oﬁtained.
The.Obefbﬁrgermeister of Mﬁnich aﬁfﬁlied the neames of reliable archi-
tects and personnél for répaif and maihtenahoe.} _
In order to meke it possible for the Germaﬁ emﬁloyees of the Coi-
lecting FPolint to work & full day, a ocanteen was set up in an adjoin-
ing building - the "Fostbau.” These facilities were established by
the German Bavatien Government, which provides the food at cost. Sim-
" ilarly, comforteble billets end messing facilities have been e st ab-
‘lished in this samefbuilding for the military peréonnel chérged vith
the responsibility fo guarding the Collectling Foint day and night.
Here alsd the truck dfivers ahd,esoort guerds attending the regular
convéys for the evacuatioﬁ of‘works of artlto'Munioh are fed and bil-

leted. Rations for this purpose are supplied by the Third Army .

-2-
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The recuired repairs to the'"Verwaltungsbau"~&nd the "Fihrer-
beu" heve been conducted in the face of almost insurmountable dif-
Vfioulties. The shortage of bullding materlals, together with the
high priority given civilian housing, made it necessary to exercisa'.
the greatest ingenuity in properly wesitherproofing the Collecting
Foint. These difficulties were further increased by the fact that
repa;rs had to be effected after the bulldings hed commenced to
function as a central collecting depot. Glass and roofing mater-
1al were procuréd; barbed wire fences end barriers Wefe erscted;
the network of underground passageways was blocked; and all tﬁe
most pressing emergency FEasures were méde by the end of June.

chortly thereefter, a permanent’security guard consisting of
twenty-three posts was obtained end the personnel therefor provid-
ed by the Third Army.. The gua}d, orizinally billleted in the "Fuhr-
erbau”, iater moved Into the "Postbau” mentioned above. Subsequent-
ly, properly-screaned civilian replaced military personnel as intern=-
al guards, theredy reduoing to some extent the eriginal demands made
upon Third army resources:

In addition to the guard, dthervsecurity‘nmasur@s were adopted.
i1l persons entering the buildingS‘ére required to carry speclal
nesses and must sign a reglster as they enter and leave. All pecke
eges ené handbags ere carefully examined. Ain engineering detail was
obtained to examine bvoth buildings‘for explosives and booby-traps and
& considerable amount of German &mmﬁnition wes discovered snd removed.,
L fire-bill was instituted énd rew carbon-dioxide fire extingulshers
procured. Doors throughouﬁ were prbvidéd with locks and‘a striect
check 1s made of all’pe;sonnel seelking access to the keys.
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By the time the first truckloads of art object° began arriving at 11}38‘56
the Collecting Point, an effective system for unloeding, catalcguing
and‘storing the 1tems had been worked out in detall - thanks to the '
intelligent efforts of the Qollectingi?oint Director working in coi-
laboration with tr“iﬂeé members of his staff of'scholars and museun
offioclals eXﬁerienoed in such procedures.

As euch object leaves the truck it is checked against a bill of
leding and 5iven an "arrivel number." The. ltem, tor?ther Vlth ita
card, is then moved into its storage room, where the roaom number is
entered on the card. The card 1itself is thereafter taken to the reg-
isﬁrar's office for fillng. \

Not only is &n object thus stored éasily located when the occasion
to examine it arises,\but its~physicalvcondition~is safeguarded by
means of a daily inépection on the part of a member of the curatorial.
staeff vhose special responsibility it is to take &ﬁd recordAtémpera-
ture and hdmidity readings.

The meintenance of‘compiéta racdrdé of the holdingzs of the Collect-
ing Point constltutes one of the princi?al.fdnétions of the curatorial

Vstaff. To achieve ihis; &n;eiaboraﬁe filing system has been inaugurated,
@ system which, In many respects, parallels thet followed in any large

- ert museum. The system involves the msl ntenence of flve separate flles,

as follows: an arrlval file. for cataloguing items upon recelipt and be-

fore any detailed information has been assembled; an ovject flle in

vhich is entered all data et hend concerning the idﬁntity,‘histbry and

ownership of the object; and &artist file which provides a cross-refer-

ence to the cbject fils and contalns information regarding artist,

country, date of the object, and such other brief informetion sas may

..4...
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be deemed pertinent; an owner file whichz affords a second cross-

reference to the object file and contains information as to the

presume d owner of the object; and, lastly, s locator file of

items gs to storsge room number. ,
In order to énsure the completenéss and édcuracy of these.

flles, an ATt Documénts Center has recently been established
at the Munioh'Colleotiﬁg Point. The recordé'éssaﬁblad there ape
those deéling ﬁith suSpeotéd ioot‘ éhbhAdbéﬁments as the feccrds
- photogrephle end otherwise - of the notorious Einsatzstab Ros-
enberg, which handled works of art taken from Jewish private
ocdllections, form a large po:tion of the doeumentarytméterialx

| ourrently. on hand for ready reference. Llkewlse, detailed in-
formation regarding the complex and fer-reaching activities of
G3ring's agents in th&&r~greedy combihg of Zurope for the pur-
pose of building up the formsr Relchsmarsehall's enormous art
collection is avallable at the Collecting Foint. And 'it is al-
80 intended to obtéin for the Documents denhér‘further data mr-
taining to Eitler's purchases fqr.h;s proposed great museum at
Linz. Inesmuch &s substantial portlons of these colleotions are
actuelly stored at the Collecting Point, the desirability of m
full documentation is obvious, '

‘From the foregoing, it bvecomes resadily apparent that an

establishment such'as.tha‘Muhioh Collecting Point - save for
the importent fact that it 1s‘hot "open to the publioc" - bears

" close resemblance to a»highly~org&nizéd and important‘muséum.‘
Its essentiel purpose; as already mentioned, is to afford a

)

5
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scientificelly-sefe haven for works of art until the time comes
when an.apprqpriate disposition can be made &f them, When 1t is
considered that the holdings of this vast depot include some of
“the world's greatest eart treasures, it 1s easy to>undéfstand why
such care iS'being lavished upon themfand to’appreoiate the need
fof thé elabOrate"mﬁchinery"whioh has been set up for that purrpose.

From the first'moment that the Colleoting Toint was ﬁroperly
equipped to functlon as indicated above, truckloads of art works
began arrivinz at its pn&tals. Convoys in endless sﬁccegsibn have
continued to disgorgé their precious contents at this depot. A
group of Monuments Speqlalist'Officera,'organized into a Special

“EZvacuatlon Team, have served as‘the csonnecting link betivieen out-
lying repositories and the central Collecting Poiﬁt,vsust&ining
the uninterrupted flow’of?lootéd art into Munich.

While this work continues, the second and final step in the
process of bringing order out of%%%aos created by the Germars has
been taken - namely the return tb their rightful owners of certain
outstanding masterpleces, The first instence of such restitution
was the return of the famous Altarplece -"The Adoratlon of the Lamb"
by the brotheré van Eyck - which was floWn by speelsl plane from |

Munich to Brussels some weeks ago on orders from the 06mmanding Gen~
erai, United Staﬁes Forces, “uropean Theater. There it wes delivered
to representatives of the Belglan Govermment es & token réatitution

from Ganeralcﬁisenhcwer on behalf'or thé United States Government.

‘Thils renowned work wus stolen by the Germans from France where it
haed been placed by the Belglan Government for safekeeping.

\
.
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The Germens had intended it to be one of the chief adornments of |
Fihrer Museum at'Linz. Three of the éccompanying photographs 1l-
lustrete the boxed panels of altarplece being made reedy for ship-

"ment to Bruesels, while z fourth shows the.épeciallyechartered
plane - loaded with ﬁhs panels end ready‘fof the lést lap of the
journey home, - & journey which began earlier this past summer at
a salt mine deep in the Austrien alps.

snother noted masterplece - M;ohelangeio’S‘"Hadonna end Child" -
1s also slated for early return from Munieh to the church in Bruges
from which it was stolen by the Germans. Llke the van Eyck altarplece,
thils celebrated étatue had bsen hidéen in the salt mine &t Alt Aus-
see , Austria. The zcocompanying photogreph shows the marble 1n\tne
mine where, Just at the close -of hbstilitiea, it wes discovered by
Monunents Officers and from which it was later removed by the Speo-
ial Evacuation Team to the Munioh Collecting Yrolnt.

Similar token restitutions by tge United States Govermamnt have
peen mgde to France,'ﬁolland and Czechoslovakia, and- others are cone
templated. Thereafter it will, of course be the responsibility of
the owner-nations to bear the burden of the eventual return of their
looted works of art. To that end, properly accredited representa-
tives of those governments have been invited to the Unlted States
Zone znd & number RKxEa sre presently engagad iIn this complicatsd
task -both in the Eastern end the Western Hilitery Distriots. . For
exemple, officers - gualified art experts &n civilien life - from
Frence, Hollend and Belgium are now aﬁf@ch&d to the Munich Collect-

ing folnt for the express purpose of expediting the tremendous job

7.
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5f returning suck works of art as xutﬁk rightfully belcné to their
countries, By the éaﬁe tdkéﬁ;-Erenoh end butéh“representatives are
aseleting in this work in the Western Military District.

In contrast to the MuFich Collecting Point; those at Yiesbaden
‘(loaated in the Landesmuseum) and Marburg (esteblished in & museum |
“building called the “Jﬁbilaumsbgu") conﬁain relatively little loot.

Their holdings, in the main, consist of displeced national trees-
ures, principally of German provenance. Ain exception was tie céleo
brated tréasure_of the Cathedral of Metz, which has now bean‘re4
turned to France from ihe'Marburg qulecting Foint. However, all
of the Colleotings FPoints have been orgenized élcng the same general
lines and their methqu’of oparation are essentially the saﬁa. The
newest of these central depots-'the one at Offenbach - is intended
as a Cpllecting Foint for libraries that were looted by the Germans
from countries in both eaétern and wéstein Turope. From this central
depot 1t will be possible to redistribute these véluable collectlions
to those institutions from whioch they were plundered. |

Thus,‘the Coilectihg Yoints provide xx focal cegters.gt whioch

operations vitel to the world's cultursal heritége can be éucoessn

fully effected.

)
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M M LANESVILLE

GLOUCESTER. MASSACHUSETTS

W EArre

7 WS- 7 AreNl. Wé% dzz ‘ )
e oy /G%; \ August 8, 1946
wﬁ%wy | T2 Uy

Dear Tom:

I was delighted to get your good long letter, and I'ii
enormously interested iq*all you have to say about your book.
(By the way, Jim Rorimer®™tells me that he is writing one, too -
so speed your publishersi) , ,

As to the business of the shipment of the pilctures, I
can imagine that that is & difficult to deal with on many counts - .
especlally now that the developments of a year have made extreme
tact and caution in the matter more than ever importsnt. Thank
Heaven that you are the one to deal with it} Your Quotation: .of
my exclamation at Hoechst is - as far as it goes - correct, though
at this distance- it may sound a bit silly, as 1I.did go pack to
Marburg, if only to close up my work there, I remember wikll adding
to the flrst sentence that you quote,"Everything that we were able
to accomplish was possible because I. had the ‘confidence of certain’
people, I can't go back and tell ‘them t at I have betrayed them!
Actually I did undertake to tell Ham%gn out it myself, feeling
that it was my duty to do what I Tould‘to keep the matter from
clouding our unfinished work., His reply to me was extremely inter-
esting, I quoted the official statement about the palntings being
held in trust for the German people, and added that there was no
reason to doubt 1t. Very slowly he sald,"If they take our old art :®*
we must try to create a fine new art.," Then, after a long pause, he
{;\ added,"I never theught they would take them.,"

‘Q ; . To me this conviction that we were bluffing, shared by
N /| other Buropeans including the British,was the crux of the whole
2 thing, As a blunder in military government it did its damage no
\ matter what our government's real motives were, or what the even-
: tual outcome.

However, in writing of the subject at this date, the
following points- should, to my way of thinking, be taken into
account:

a 1, With the Sistine Madonna in Moscow, the Russiang screaming for
‘ the return of the Kalser Friedrich pictures to Berlin, and refusing
to let the KF staff go to Wiesbaden, some valldity 1s lent to the
(secret) excuse that the real motive was to keep the pictures from
the Russians.
2. There has,gggdr-and, I beliws, sufficient—public disspproval of
b - of the shipment expressed, and this has happily and miraculously
not yet aroused a controversy.
3., There have been repeated reiterations of the pledge to return
the pictures.
4, According to Sheldon Keck and others, the Germans now feel

AAR /Tc.HOwWE PAPERS
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more nearly convinced of an evenﬁual restitution,
5. The gquestion of face-saving is now of prime importance, I
believe that those fesponsible for the mistake should not be

.goaded into supporting some other disposition of the pictures

or arousing an opposition in order to be able to say "I told

you so You can be sure that there will be no admission of

error by anyone responsible, and that the sooner the excitement
subsides the sooner we may hope for a restitution of the pictuﬁfs.

It occurs to me that an opinion from Lamont’bn how

much might be safely sald on the subject would be worth having.

He could probably sense if and where there would be irritations
dangerous to "the cause“kh .
But to come back to your quotation of me, do as you
think best. However, I would.suggest that the explanatory sen-
tence be included, as that gives the point of the "betrayal",

and the words are burned into my memory'l" I expect to be eternalxy

despised in certain quarters as a result.‘

Thank you for the kind. words about the axtiole in the
Art Journal. I'm glad Steve was pleased. I had had some qualms
fearing that he mlight be offended by some of the quotations.
Those things can be embarrassing - ,

George 1s on his way home, and I'm eager to see him,

There is much more that .I want to say, but this had
turned into a long letter, and I fear that I have mussed you up
considerably. Please.forgive my observabions about the story :
of the shipment, I just pass them along for what they are worth

'as we might discuss them if you were here -- which I wlsh you
werel

As ever, A
§;¢ab¢75ug.
Mr. Thomas C. Howe, . Jr.

California Palace of the Leglon of Honor
San Francisco 21, California.
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ﬁ%ﬂﬂ : -~ 5370 Pershing Avenue ,

St. Louils, #Missouri,
Dear Mr. Howe°

Editnh Standen suggested that I write you a short brief

on some of the recent events in MFA&A in. -Germany. May -

.I introduce nyself by saying that ‘I was with MFA&A in
Berlin from 1 April 1946 until May 1947 when I succeeded
Edwin Rae as the MFA&A officer In Bavaria and took over
the Central Collecting Point in Munich. I lasted until
November of 1948 when I resigned under strong protest and
returned to the States,

The State Departmsent,in the person of Ardelia Hall, issued
a directive called "The Exceptional Return of Works of Art
to Italy" and on the basis oI that I received a command.
letter signed by the Adjutant General.at OMGUS to the xfem ©
effect that thirty-five works of art listed therein were

to be snipped back to Italy. Since tne first item on: the
list was the Discobolus from the collection of Prince
Lancelotti in Rome I raised both eyebrows, That had been
acquired in HMay of 1938, Obviously the question of resti-
tution was not involved, a fact cleafly recognized in the
directive which calledvfor the "exceptional return'. The '
full purchase price had been paild, the export license had
been ziven and the export tax paid. Tae transfer was
commented upon b the New York Herald Tribune which merely
mentioned it as a newsworthy item. Only the Arts Digest
mentioned it in the States and, as usual, they had most

of the facts wrong. Be that as 1t.may, I took the positiof
that the return ihls violated Article 56 of the Hague Con- -
vention and that tils matter was not, in any sense, within
the scope or jurisdiction of Military Government. The last
is a debatable point, the first 1s not.

Many of the others works of art listed were so vaguely
defined that they could not be identified,e.g., "Venetian
Master, XVIth century, Venus'., However seventeen other
vaintings were found. Among them were the Memling,  "Portrapt
of a Man" from the Corsini collection which had been pur-
chased by Philip, Prince of Hesse, for Hitler and was the
hignest priced painting in tue Hitler collection; the:
Rubens "Equestrian Portrait of a member of the Doria family|
wiilcih came from that family in Genoa; the Lecnardo "Leda
and the:Swan" from the Spiridoncollection in Rome, This
last had left the country once before when 1t was .to have
been auctioned in Amsterdam in 1928 but the family had .
'set such a high reserve price that no sale was made and the
paintinz was brouzht back. And there were athers, In
every case the eXport 1icense nad been granted and the
exnort tax paid. : :

The Italians claimed'that the laws had been abrogated by
tne Fascists, that Hitler and Goering had exercised undue
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'fpressure, ete. It is curious to note in this respect that A o
Goering had had the Memling for §wo months but the price 1198064
of 9,000,000 L. was too much for him and he returned the :
palnbing. All of these were acquired between Maj of 1338 .
and 25 July 1945 or tne beginning of the occupation in Italy.

This was singularly embarrassing to ‘me. Of the eighteen
pleces shipped back, three or four had been purchased by
the Prince of Hesse. But we had the lists showing that he
- had purchased some 124 paintings, and all under the samse

~clircumstances. The Italians always referred to those
works of art "illegally"removed or '"clandestinely" removed
without furtner definition of tiiose terms. At the saue
time Walter Andreas Hofer had given me & sworn statement
listing those worxks of art wihich had been smuggled out of
ftaly witiiout beneflit of license or .tax. None of those
was claimed.

I left Munich 11 November and on 16 November they were
shipped. Since then the Itallans, especlally Rildolfo
Siviero who was and 1s cihief of the mission, have indulged
in a campaign of vilification against me - which does not
bother me ‘except tuabt they have purposely distorted all of
the facts and as & resylt the tone of the newspaper stories
is anti-american and anti-German while they thunp their
chests like Renaissance bravos,

Then tuere is another matter to wiiich ydu gave a light
and humorous touch 1in your book, but which has now degenerated
into something serious, Tnat concerns the German repositories
in Austria. In October 1945 there ' was an agreement signed
by Harry Grier (OMGUSO, Ed Rae (OMGB and the &CP), and Lt.
Col. NcKee (USFA) by which the stuff from those repositories
would be under . the jurisdlction of USFA and under the te:nnical
custody of the CCP., So tnen Ritchle worked in the CCP as the
USFA representative, Now USFA claims all of the material from
those repositories which can not be identified as restitutable
- or as ol pre-war German ownership, This they will turn over
to the Austrian government and the government has been so
1nlormed : .

As you will recall those repositories were fillled with
collections formed in Germany and so were constituted of
German owned materlal or material that was restitutable
either externally or internally. = Unilaterally to dispose i
of this by giving it to Austrla would be prejudicial to the
cther occupled countries and to those eligible for relief
under Law. No. 59. Actually the Austrians want to fulfill
#itler's ambition and realize the "Linz museum'. In the
summer of 1946 Walter Horn borrowed from the Russians in
Berlin all of the correspondence about the Hitler collection
and I had iv filmed. We wers never able to get around to the
long job of studying tne more: than 100,000 docuements
involved, but that job is now goingz on slowly as it nhas been
for the past six months, But the hotheads in COMGUS want

to close the CCP by the end of March and they probably thnink
‘they can "end" restitution by getting rid of the stuff.
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~ T mizht add that my positlon was upheld by the Legal Division
of OMGB and that the American Consul in Munlch sent in a
strong protest. But' OMGUS had- it otherwise.

It is no trick to recognize the Titian "Danae" and ship it
back to Italy, but 1t 1s a terrible chore to work with

1800 drawings by Rddolf von Alt which Posse had all rematted
and remounted so tnat all marks are gone. And there are

lots of clalms for some of that stuff but who gets which one
of the eight or ten "Grand Canals" or the St. Stefans Dom

ong ol wilch he must have done every other day during his whole
~long life? So the Austrians want to claim them all saying
tnat he and the drawings are Austrian, that they were probably
illegally smuggzled out by the Germans who wailved the laws
protecting Austrian works. For tnat matter they want to have
a blanket claim for all waldmuellers, Amerlinga, etc.

It 1is a sorry state of affairs, but there is oneﬁray of hOpe.‘
W.5. Constable writes we' tiat he''is going over as a "visiting
expert” and I hav. written him about it at great-length.
ranns Swarzenski, who is now working in the Boston Museum of
Fine Arts, knows all about this ahd has talked to Constable.
In the meantime I have informed. such old friends as Calvin
Hathaway, Edith Standen, Harry Grier, Dan Rich, Bancel-La

- Farge, PFrederick Clapp, Cralg Smyth and others: And Hutchins
of the Jnivpr31ty of Chicago asked for ‘an article about the
ltalian deal wnich I have written and which he will publish
in & new mazazine of which he is the editor." .

This brief 1s not as short as it should be’ and I apologize
for intruding on your time. I can only hope that you are
still interested in theﬂe problems.v :

o o Ver-y sinca elﬂj
¥.S. The itallans also clalmed. Bgézfni's ”Veritas";Va

statue one and a half life size, which their own documents
vroved tnat 1t nad never left HRome where 1. sdw it recently

in the Borghese Gallery-standing in -the-samerspotltshag- e

occunied since 1908 when 1t was given on loan by the private
O\' "'ICI’S.
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Dear Lane, . S S ‘/é\«ﬁhw ’f /
’ ' ne. ll \Lﬁl&é AM [ o (”_.2' Fve @
I am shocked beyend measure by the death of Jules Wangler. C 7{;{ £y
I could not possibly have managed at Munich without him and I know
that what he succeeded in doing’ there will greatly have eased your C;iAAYLq
problema on taking over. o , o ; ; /ﬂfbfia‘ -
) . B , fe 7 )

He was the most selfless man. I ever knew, the most’ willing to

do the least rewarding end most tiresome things without ever a g
complaint and at the same time he had & delightful sense of humour - '
which let one know, sometimes directly, sometlimes only obliquely,

~that he had no illusions about the atupidity of some of the things

" he wes required to do. He was a delightful companion and I know.

that you will miss him greatly. I am so glad, since it had to ‘be,

that it was so awift and that he ‘was not alone.

. The last time I talked to Haas, I was rather inclined to sym-—
pathize with Graupe, largely because the Bavariens were vitiating
their rather good defence with entirely the wrong reasons. I did
not know at that time that two of the paintings in question were the
property of ‘the Wittelsbach Trust. Speaking as a private person, I
would be inclined to agree with whateverpﬂamfstaengl's opinion of -
the justice of the case may be. I now think it quite clear that
Buchner had no authority whatsoever to offer in trade ‘the Wittelsbach

Canalettos. I think even the status of the Credi (a copy or School
plece, in any case) is not entirely clesr.

On the other hand the Munsing argument, although I now think -its
conclusion sound, is based on false premises and inadequate informa-
- tion, One mey deplore Graupe's behaviour, patticularly as a refugee,
for dealing with the Nazis and catering to their peculiar aesthetic
"tastes, but he was clearly within his legal rights to do so at that
. time, The objects involved on the Bavarian side were not, and still
‘are not, proscribed as national treasures. . Thérefore the national
cultural heritage, as mentioned in that unfortunate letter of Steve's, .
would not be damaged were the transaction completed. Under the
circumstances existing 1n 1939 it would have beeﬂ“%qually profitable .

“f "
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. transaction to both sides. The fact that the final governmental
authorization was granted a week after the declaration of war does
not, in my opinion, vitiate the apparent legality of the trade,
which was clearly undertaken at a time when both parties were free .
to act as they *chose with no compulsion of duress either in fact or
in progpect. The date of the final ratification shows" concluaively

o that the matter was handled in an entirely normal way and was’
: uninfluenced by, the 1ntervening declaration of war. -

The early post-war history of this case was unnecessarily ’
confused under the misapprehension that this was a restitutlons
matter. This has since been shown to be irrelevant and inapplicable.

- Heas unfortunately has one very strong point in his contention that
the history of our handling of the cage tends to show that we
condoned a German effort to thwart the intention of Law 59, through
the long delays and frequent changes of position in Munich, and most
especially in view of Steve's letter which gives an 1mpression on
hasty readlng that Bavaria should keep all the pictures. This also
appears to me to be, if not irrelevant, at least a misrepresentation.
The case really,hangs on the question of whether or not Buchner had
any legal right to offer those particular paintings for trade. In at
leagt two out of three ingtances he clearly did not, and there 18
some doubt about the third.

Were I still‘responsible, I think that I would tryvto persuade
the lawyer to accept return of the Kobells. Iﬁwths_ggzﬁgggng_%gigl
want the Kobells, then some deal would have to be arranged on the
/ / bagis of the one painting which seems probably to be unencumbered
( property of the Bavarian state. Ignore any quotation of my position |
’;Bisgggngxgneda_hxﬁﬁggp, gsince not _all the Tacts were 1M Wy posSsess—
on at. the ur. last _meeting end since he falled to produce - .
certain documents, which he promised at that time. THe most Impor-
tant of these were alleged to prove conclusively that the Kobells had

been entered in the official inventory of the Bavarian state
collections.

SU”

It is good news that Auerbach‘s activities have finally precip-
itated an investigation so far as his désigns on undistributed
holdings of the Collecting Point are concerned.. For your very private .
information, never forget that his ambitions in this direction are o
' based on a top secret egreement with Wildenstein and that our dear
friend, K. Haberstock, now in the course of installing himself in new
'quarters pearly" opposite the Baus der Kunst, is sub rosa a Wilden-
stein partner and that their secret go-between is Grace Horley's former
protegé, Heinz Berggruen. With the exception of Grace, any of the
persons mentioned in this paragraph and any other persons who appear - Ei}
to be connected with them in any way should be regarded with acute

——
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sﬁspicion. Berggruen is apt to use Grace's name by way of intro-
duction, but she certainly knows nothing of his rather shady
subsequent operations. A .

. Nothing you may discover concerning the period of the enforced
transfer would surprise me at all and there are doubtless many details
I still don't kmow, although the outline was pretty clear. I hope I

‘mey have a copy of your finasl report. I know that the Austrian and-

French representatives enjoyed speclal privileges with respect to the
property cards. I doubt that they profited unduly, in fact the ‘
Austrians were trapped by this privilege into making some demonstrably
false claims, a point of which Ardelia and I made good usé in refuting
certain Austrian representations., This is useful to remember because
the Austrians will no doubt continue to maintain at government level
that their representatives were totally denied access to both cards
and objects.” I think it a very healthy move that you have finally

- succeeded in winkling Doubinsky out of Hunich.

L

Bless Rose and give ber my love. I am very glad you have made
friends with Franzl Wittgenstein. He is very good value and I imow
you will enjoy him, I have been dreaming about Fasching and miss
Munich very much. : o

The work bere 1s most pleasant and I am gradually getting
settled. No revolutions yet but a number of most interesting changes

- seem to be really possible.

I trust you have found a house #nd are comfortably settled byv
now. Do write when you have time and you know I will always be glad

- to dredge my memony ﬁhenever I can be of assistance.

“All the best, :
v
Theodore A. Heinrich

TAH:mfh
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VERNISSAGE

ALFRED STIEGLITZ

Alfred Stieglitz, who died on July 14 at the age of eighty-
two, is sure to be remembered as both man and myth.
As a student in Berlin in the 1880s the young American,
who was later to become a courageous champion of modern
art, bought his first camera and began the pioneering experi-
ments which marked a milestone in the history of photog-
raphy. In 1890 he returned to the United States and contin-
ued his investigations. Ultimately his direct, unretouched
prints found their way into every major museum exhibition.
With other adventurous phetographers Stieglitz formed the
Camera Club and, a few years later, the Photo-Secession
group for whom he opened the galleries at 291 Fifth Avenue
in 1903. ‘
Stieglitz’ interest in painting began, during the next three
years, to overshadow his photographic experiments. The
"prints on the walls of “291” yielded to paintings by the
twentieth century pioneers—such Europeans as Cézanne and
Matisse, Americans such as Weber and Marin, Stieglitz val-
iantly supported their then unpopular cause and battled for
a public which would buy their work (although throughout
his life he reputedly gave all money from sales to the art.
ists and relied on the financial devotion of his {riends to pay
gallery expenses). When the “291” building was torn down
in 1917, Stieglitz opened “The Intimate Gallery” on New
York’s Park Avenue and 59th Street and twelve years later
moved to “An American Place”™—the stark, white-walled
" gallery in the skyscraper at 509 Madison where, confined
by a heart ailment, he spent most of his last years.

Ameng many Americans whose paintings Stieglitz exhib-
ited in their early careers are Demuth, Weber, Walkowitz,
Maurer, Hartley, and the carefully guarded trio to whose
work he exclusively devoted his gallery in recent years—
Marin, Dove, and O’Keeffe, who was his second wife. Thus
Stieglitz belongs with those who are directly responsible
for fostering modern art in America—with Newman Mont-
ross, who also sold avant-garde paintings at that time, and
with Frank Crowninshield, who introduced them to the pub-
lic in the pages of VANITY FAIR. ‘

Stieglitz had his picturesque side, too, and it was one he
never minimized. He affected always the garb of his German
student days, its black tie, flowing black cape, and-the black
pancake hat which in recent years set off his long, silvery
hair. Frail in stature, he had a fiery energy and a rather
hypnotic charm. He gathered around him a group of aco-
Iytes for whom he was seer and prophet, responding easily
to their almost cult-like devotion,

These disciples were so much beneath the mystic spell

that they spoke and wrote -of the master with completely
subjective bias—going so far as to 'title their book about
him AMERICA AND ALFRED STIEGLITZ. In view of such devo-
tion, it is more difficult-than usual to appraise dispassionate-
ly the very real achievements of the man.

BRITISH ACCENT

The King and Queen lent their illustrious presence and ap-

parently enjoyed the current exhibition of American-art at
Loudon’s Tate Gallery. The Queen was tactful in her com-

AA L Plosact Box Z-

ments, and the King, according to TIME magazine, guffawed
when told that the title of an O’Keeffe he admired was PEL-
vis wiTH THE MOON. The English critics in their newspaper
columns received the show favorably, in contrast to the
rather guarded reception which greéied the last large Amer-
ican show abroad—the 1938’ Jeu de Paume exhibition in

" Paris. But surely this show gives a more just picture of

American art than the all-inclusive, complex predecessor.

The first full-length review by an English critic to be
published in America is R. H. Wilenski’s article on page 23
of this issue. Although he has never been to America (and

" is convinced American telephones would bewilder him) and

although, to date, he has known American art primarily -
through reproductions, Mr. Wilenski is a distinguished
scholar in the fields of English and French art from which
so much of our own painting derives. Thus, he saw the show
with a fresh but tutored eye. He was neither hampered by

- our cliché categories nor inhibited by the historic reverence

in which we hold certain names of the past. As a conse-

‘quence his article contains what may be surprises to many

and shocking heresies to a few. But his comments may jolt
us out of accustomed patterns of thought. Certainly it is
healthy, for a change, “To see oursels as others see us.”

- ARTIST'S FUNNY BONE

Since a sense of humor implies a sense of proportion, it is
presumably a quality with which artists should be generous-
ly endowed. But the test of a sense of humor is the ability to
laugh at oneself, and artists, like other creators, notori
ously take themselves very seriously. Curiously, despite their
violent wranglings and upturned tables in cafés, nineteenth
century artists seem to have been more inclined to kid them.

selves than have their twentieth century brethren—at least

to date. A case in point is Daumier. Generally occupied with
an uncompromising crusade against social injustice, he fre-
quently found time to poke good-humored gibes at his pro-
fession. Such is the bantering comment on his Jandscaping
contemporaries in the lithograph reproduced on page 33
of this issue.

Artists have quite naturally found it easier to make fun
of the other citizens of the curious planet known as the art
world., The connoisseur with his magnifying glass, the
critic with his inevitable walking stick and carnation (at-
tributes accepted by Hollywood’s casting office, viz. SCARLET
STREET), the smug money-bags collector, the intense gal-
lery-goer, and the acquisitive dealer have all been common
targets for the artist’s wit. Fortunate, indeed, for the per
sons in question: in such instances the artist’s humor and
satire may well be escape valves for antagonishus which
otherwise might explode. »

Because we hope to encourage contemporary artists to kid
themselves {and their associates), we\inaugurate a new de-
partment in this issue. Daumier and a few other masters of
the past will get first billing. They are the come-on. Subse-
quently, we will reproduce drawings and prints of the pres
ent. We urge our readers and artists to send them to us and
to join THE SIDE SHOW.

13
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Even the best informed American art circles have come to-
learn only piecemeal and only in its broad surface outlines '
the story of German looting in World War I1. The operations
of the Art Looting Investigation Unit of the Office of Stra--
tegic Services were directed, from January 1945 through
February 1946, at the unraveling of the comiplicated skein
of the Nazi venture, The results of its investigations figure
largely, to date, in confidential reports held by Allied Gov-
ernments. Yet evidence presented by. the prosecution at the
Nuremberg trials, experts’ anecdotes, and hearsay from the
returned G.1. have filled in many of the gaps left by a welter
of unsxfted publicity devoted to the more sensational aspects
of the un&ertakmg ‘

The nature and the scope of the German effort have been
fess publicized and are less understood, The doctrine which
impelled German officials to pay astronomical prices, and
which prompted ruthless large-scale confiscations across the
breadth of the Continent, was intended to contribute not only
to the material enrichment of Greater Germany, but to the
systematic disruption of the cultural and e'conoi'ni'c forces of
the occupied countries, In-short, there was nothing casusl or
haphazard about German looting. Each purchase, each

- seizure was fitted into the intricate pattern of what amounted
to a major political operation, conceived with characteristic
German thoroughness. Goering’s avarice was simply a gross
magnification of the spoils-of-victory axiom, and the tradi-
tional depredations of a conquering army were significantly
mhinimized in the case of the German soldier by a rigid dis-
cipline. Thus, apart from Goering’s plunder, there was little ‘
in the German method to suggest mere military opportunism.
The operations of the notorious Einsatzstab Rosenberg; a
special task force organized by the-Berlin office of Hitler’s
deputy Alfred” Roserberg for the plunder of France, Hol-
land, and the East, were devised to ﬁlllthe walls of the new
Filhrermuseum ‘at Linz while striking at the holdings of
“Jews and other enemies of the Reich.” The major “legiti- *
mate” acquisitions of Hitler’s agents in Italy, France, and
Holland were paid for in Germdn paper to the inevitable
deterioration of the national economy of the occupied and
satellite countries. The rape of Poland was systematic and
comprehensive, embracing public collections, libraries, and

- churches—which were spared meticulously in France, con-
sistent with the Nazi Politik of velvet g]ove in the West,
mailed fist in the East. ,

The “M”. action, a swift, wanton, ransacking operation
coming hard on the heels of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg in
France, secured untabulated thousands of household:effects
—again the source was “ownerless Jewish and alien posses-
sions”—to furnish the bombed out areas of the East and
government buildings damaged by the Allied: air offensive
on the Reich. The magnitude of these ventures and their im-

GREEK, V CENTURY B.C.: HERMES

Bronze HERMES fRoman copy} was among seventeen paintings and four bronzes,
belonging ta the Naples Museum, which were seized by the Goering division from
a road convoy en route from Monte Cassino (where they had been stored) to the
Vatican. The statue remained in the case in which it was packed at Monte Cassino, \
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Like ‘the statue on the opposite page these figures were
among those collected in Munich by the Allies prior to resti.
tution to their owners. They comprise certain items confis-
cated by the Einsatzstab Rosenberg, and others purchased by
Goering's agents in France, Each figure has an identifying tag,
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RETRIEVING THE LOOT

portance in the official German reckoning is supported by
the record. Captured documents contain. the vital statistics
21,000 objects seized and inventoried by the Einsatzstab
Rosenberg, 5,000 paintings held in the chief depository fot
Linz, 600 paintings acquired by Goering from a single col-
lection. The record is also explicit in the large number of
persons concerned, the high level directives issued, the elabo-
rate legal pretexts for seizure. = -

The roster of national treasures removed to Germany has
received frequent and adequate attention. The Ghent altar-

piece and the Michelangelo MapONNA from Bruges, which

were spirited off to the south of France and on to Germany;
the seventeen paintings and four priceless bronzes from the
Naples Museum, which were seized by the Hermann Goering
division from a road convoy en route from Monte Cassino to
- Rome; the great Veit Stoss altarpiece brought out of Poland
to satisfy a whim of the Biirgermeister of Nuremberg; these,
with the Hohenfurth altar, the Lobkowicz Brueghel from
Prague, the Cracow Leonardo, and a few other celebrated
companions made up the public loot of conspicuous impor-

tance. Proviaentially, most of these famous works have al-

ready been restored to their eager public.
It is in the great private collections, however, that the

most serious losses are encountered, for here the Nazis could

frequently apply “necessary” pressures without attracting
attention at the government level, The toll is imposing. In
France, the holdings of Maurice, Armand, and Edouard-de

Rothschild, and other members of the family, yielded over -

Memling's PORTRAIT OF & MAN was purchased
by Prince Phillip von Hessen for the Fiihrer-
museum at Linz from Prince Corsini of
Florence—reputedly for about 6,000,000 lira.

@y 2.

5,000 objects to the Einsatzstab Rosenberg. In 1941, Goering
personally selected a small number 6 exceptional items
from this group for definite allocation to Hitler and Linz.
These included the Vermeer AsTRONOMER, Rubens’ ramiLy
PORTRAIT and HELENE POURMENT, the Boucher MaDAME

"POMPADOUR, four signed eighteenth century commodes, one

by Riesener, and eight Gobelin chinoiseries.

The David-Weill family lost 2,687 items, including a por-
tion of their celebrated collection of French paintings of the
eighteenth century. Those who were also heavily hit—not-
ably in the field of French Impressionist and Post-Impres-
sionist painting—are Alfonse Kann, who lost 1,202 items;
the Seligmanns, 558; Wildensteins, 302; and Paul Rosen-

. berg. .

Paradoxically, most of this treasure never left France. It
was, in the Nazi view, “degenerate” and was played across
the collaborationist Paris market in exchange for material
deemed more suitable to Carinhall and Linz.’

What France did not lose by formal confiscation seeped

out through rigged.and forced sales and by treachery. M.

Etienne Nicolas, the wine merchant, received 60,000,000
paper reichsmarks for his two Rembrandts, the landscape
and the PORTRAIT OF TITUS, from Karl Haberstock, Hitler’s
number one dealer-agent, with three Frenchmen as inter-
mediaries. Other nationals undertock buying trips in the
Unoccupied Zone, volunteering their services to the Nazis.
The Schloss .Collection, which the Nazis tried unsuccess-
fully to confiscate, nevertheless fell victim to the machina-

Rembrandt’s TiTus (and a landscape) were sold by
Etienne Nicolas, French wine merchant, to Hitler's
number one dealer-agent for 60,000,000 francs, This
cash deal thus helped to deflate the currency.
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tions of Laval and Abel Bonnard, who ordered it “sold” to.
the Germans for 50,000,000 francs, no part of which ever
reached the Schloss family.

fn Holland many collections of pre-war eminence were
absorbed by the Nazi machine. Direct confiscation was not
utilized, but occult pressure has been proved or implied in
the case of every prominent transaction. The Mannheimer
Collection was purchased in its entirety for 6,000,000 gul-
den; the sale is known to have been forced by Hitler’s
agents. The enormous Goudstikker deal, involving Goering,

his agent Miedl, and Hitler, was negotiated at Goering’s in- |
’ Leonardo's Lavy wiTH weastl from the Crartory-
; . ski collection is photographed at the Munich col-
ing the Rembrandt Two pHiLOsoPHERS, a Franz Hals por- lecting point. A Raphael from this Polish collec-

trait, and Terborch’s cosimo pE’ MEDICL Distingu_ished paint- tion was also earmarked for the Fihrermuseum.

sistence in 1940 and produced over 600 works of art, includ-

ings and drawings from the Koenigs Collection were ac-
" quired by Miedl for Goering at the same time in the same
lat.

In Belgium, the most impartant-collection of primitives in

. private hands, belonging to Emile Renders, went to Goering
under guestionable circumstances; there is conclusive docu-
mentary evidence, however, of elaborate pressure on Renders
in the course of the negotiations.

To claim that the Germans were consistently opposed in
these efforts would neither reflect the truth nor serve any
useful purpose. In eflect, they were more than welcome in
the art markets of France, Holland, and Italy. It was known
that their resources were unlimited and their judgment .
faulty; but, unfortunately, for  [CONTINUED ON PAGE 48]

Goering took Impressionist pictures from France.
in 1941 primarily for exchange purposes. The two
Renoirs here are from a Rothschild collection;
the Toulouse-Lautrec from the Lindon Collection.

Boucher’s MME, POMPADOUR was among 5,000 ob- Allied officers inspect Van Eyck's renowned Chent altar
-

jects 1aken from the Rothschild family collections : piece, discovered shortly before V.E Day in a salt mine at
by the Einsatzstab Rosenberg in 1941 and one per- © Alt Aussee. With other important objects from Chent
sonally selected hy Goering to be given to Hitler. and Bruges it had been taken first to southern France.

119874 7

AAA [ Jowwes Plausks Box Z



1.

B
—
A

UV

MASTERPIECES
OF

.

PAINTING
SCULPTURE
PORCELAIN
FURNITURE
TAPESTRIES

GOTHIC . RENAISSANCE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

DUVEEN BROTHERS INC.

720 FIFTH AVENUE
N. W. CORNER OF 5611 STREET

NEW YORK

WA [ Jhme e Plomk Boy 2

EDITOR’'S LETTERS

Sir:

My my, how you showed up my ig-
norance! I had to get a dictionary to
find out what “hydrocephalic” chil-
dren were, and I do believe in using
it in your reference lo my print
(ARTnEws, July 1946} you were giv-
ing me a nasty crack. However, I'm
not cast down, I'm not insulted. I'm

still friendly, so that's why I write

this letter. .
As a matter of {act, I don’t do chil-
dren at all. I do, however, try 1o sym.
bolize “Childhood” as a state of be.
ing. One’ of the things that distin
guishes a child from an adult is that
its head is greatly oversize for its
body. Therefore 1 utilize this charnc-
teristic insofar as it fulfills its mis-
ston in the design of the picture, for
it is the design and quality that in-
terest me and not the bone structure
of children. :
Furthermore, I might Iet you in on

a secret. My own head is big for my -

body. My children therefore look like
Mama, and any aspersions cast at
them hit me right between the eyes,

. We are still friends, but ‘please have

a heart and take the rocks .out of
your gloves when you hit. I don't
like ’em!

Yours, etc.
Nura

New York, N. Y.

Sin: .

In ARTw~ews, June 1946, Virginia
Stewart in her article on art in South.
ern California states: “To Laguna

- Beach in those days of realism came

also the easterners William Wendt:
Hanson Puthufl, who glorified the Si
erras; Frank Tenny Johnson . . .
Jack Wilkinson Smith, who alone of
this group is still alive and painting.”
William Wendt is still very much

alive at eighty and still paint
ing in his studio in Laguna Beach.
Hanson Puthufl is also very much
alive and a Irequent exhibitor in the
Laguna Gallery. I am sure these two
excellent artists dont want to be
classed among the dead ones as yet.

Your, etc. :

Oswarp L, Jackson, President

Laguna Beach Art Assoc.
Laguna Beach, Calif,

Sin:

‘May I add this one small vote of pro-

test to your constant emphasis on
French art? The June issue is satu-
rated with it. Not that it is bad art—
but rather why the constant regulars
of Yan Gogh, Gauguin, Picasso, Rou-
ault, Matisse, Cézanne, Corot, et al?
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We artists of the real west want or
art more down to earth in s how
esty. Freneh art is rarely completel
honest to man or to his soul.

The article by Virginia Stewart ¢
California artists should never han
failed to include Rico Lebrun of S
ta Barbara or the greatest archite
ol all out there, Myron Hunr. ‘He
mention of Sheets as an architect -
most ludicrous, It would have bec
more important to mention the gre:
encouragement given to art in Cal
fornia by the many civic art gallerie
There must be hundreds of small I
cal galleries.up and down the coas
1 think the importance of S, Ma
Donald Wright's work to Californ

. was overemnphasized.

Yours, etc.
Huvrox Wesster, I
Tucson, Ariz

Sin:

We were very much.interested in vou
write-up of MASKS AND MEN in AR
News, June 1946, but were surprise
at the example shown, It seems 1
have no connection or resemblance 1
the native work here, and we are «
the opinion that it must have bec
dene by a child or an apprentic
Both Eskimos and Indians are mast
carvers and the outstanding featws
of their work lies in its design an -
symmetry,

The mask illustrated below was e
cavated from the Point Hope excav:
tions conducted by the Smithsonia
Institution several years ago. It .
apparently o death mask, and eve
though so old that it is crumbling,
shows great skill and crafismanshi;

We are trying to find out the origi
of the Bilikin [small ivory figure] a
carved by the Eskimos. If you hav
any information on this subject w
would greatly appreciate having vo
communicate with us at Ad-Art S
dio, Box 727.

Yours, ete.
Harvey B, Coovar
Anchorage, Alaska :
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THIS MONTH'S AUTHORS

JAMES S, PLAUT has just resumed his job as Director of Boston's Insti-
tute of Modern Art after four years in the Navy, During part of his
military service he was Director of the 0.5.8. Art Looting Investigation
Unit . ., k. H. wiLeNsK(, who needs no introduction as a top-ranking
English art writer, is both an historical critic and a critical historian.
He is widely known in America as author of, ammong many other books,
AN INTRODUCTION TO DUTCH ART and MODEKN FRENCH PAINTERS . . .
FISKE KIMBALL, an authority on art of the Rococo, is qualified to speak
on the public’s taste, for since 1925 he has been Direetor of the Phila-
delphia Muscum of Art ... aLan priest, Curator of Far Eastern Art at
the Metropolitan, is almost unique as a scholar of Oriental art whe
also enjoys Western art——especially in ns lighter vein . . . FrED
BARTLETT sees art {rom the point of view of a native Far Westerner.
He spent twelve years in the Denver Museum before taking his present
post as Curator of Painting, Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center.

NEXT MONTH

. So that readers may have up-to-the-minute reviews of the opening,

exhibitions in New York galleries, the September issue of ART NEWS -
will be published on September 15, The Ocober issue and all sub.
sequent numbers will appear on thé first of the momb as usual,

Premiére of Los Angeles Muscum’s important new purchases made
from the recent George de Sylva gift—with colorplates of a Degas, a
Redon, and a Picasso . . .. The story of Mr. De Sylva’s own unpub-
lished collection . ., . An ARTNEWS coNTEMPORARY CONTOUR of Isamu
Noguchi ARTwrws convenient tabulated guide 1o fall and
winter art schools . . . On-the-spot report of art in New England.
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THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER . . . Governor Ellis Armall

Georgia's fighting Governor, who rescued the state university, drove through the
repeal of the poll tax, and met the Kian in the open, nails down the program
which Georgia and the deep South must hold to if they are to be sfronger
than demagogues and prejudice. :

LOOT FOR THE MASTER RACE ... Jamess. Plaot

Here is the detailed story of the 21,000 works of art which Goring, Rosenberg,
" and Hitler looted when France was prostrate and private collectors defenseless.

BRAVE NEW WORLD . . . . . Archibald Macleish

This is the first long poem written by Mr. Macdleish since his years of public
service in Washington, a burmng brand of indignation for this dark summer
of the doldrums.

OUR CHANCES IN CHINA . . . . . lohn K. Farbank

What is going on behind the scenes in China2 What are the risks if we back the
Kuomintang in the attempted,suppression of the Chinese Communists ¢ This is the
report of an expert newly returned from Nanking and Shanghai.
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'LOOT FOR THE MASTER RACE
by JAMES S. PLAUT

mander in Chicf of the Wehrmacht, directed
the Chief of the German High Command in
France to render all assistance to Reichsleiter Alfred
Rosenberg in the confiscation of “‘ownerless Jewish
possessions.”  “Reichsleiter Rosenberg,” he stated,
‘““has reccived clear instructions from the Fihrer

ON September 17, 1940, General Keitel, Com-

personally governing the right of seizure; he i

cntitled to transport to Germany cultural goods
which appear valuable to him and to safeguard them
there, The Fiihrer has reserved for himself the right
of decision as to their use.”

This decree by Keitel, published lcss than one
hundred daysafter the Germans had overrun Franee,
sct in motion the most extensive and highly organized
serics of thefts devised by a nation in modérn times;
the wholesale seizure, by Rosenberg’s special task
force (Irinsatzstab), of 203 French private collections
containing some 21,000 works of art. This was a
carefully conceived operation, aimed at the cultural

dehilitution of the strongest of the fallen nations, -

since France's purest heritage lay in the hands of
her enlightened collectors.

Supplementing Rosenberg’s task force were the
separate Hitler and Géring commissions, activated

solely to enrich the holdings of these top Vams with
plundcr from the ou:upmd countries.

1t was preordained by the official Nazi conscience

that these depred ations, in common with many of .

the more heinous crimes committed by the Party,
should be cloaked by an elaborate, fictitious pretext
of legality. A notable series of documents took shape
through the war years, which afford us a broad vista
of Nazi rationalization hard at work,
Perhaps the most illuminating of these apologias

After four years’ service in the Navy, James 8. PLaot has resumed
his duties as Director of the Institute of Modern Art, Boston. In
1943 he served as the Senior U.8. Naval luterrogation Officer in
Northwest African waters, charged with the special interrogation
of German U-boat crews. From November, 1044, to April, 1046,
he was Director of the Art Looting Investigation Unit, 088, and
in this capacity he was directly responsible for recovering the
works of art which had been looted by Rosenberg, Goring, and
Hitler and hidden in Genmnany, The story of the retrieving and
collecting of these masterpieces he will deseribe in this and the
following issue. T'wice decorated, lie was retired to inactive duty
as Lieutenant Commander in April, 1946,
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is the manifesto issued in August, 1942, by Dr.
Bunjes, director of the “Franco-German Art His-
torical Institute” in Paris and Hermann Goring’s
first important art purchasing agent in France. The
Bunjes paper followed upon Géring’s personal request
for an authoritative reply to the numerous official
Vichy protests lodged with the German authoritiés
on the subject of the ruthless and illegal plundering
by the Einsatzstab Rosenberg,

Entitled “French Protests against the Safeguard-
ing of Ownerless Jewish Art Properties in Occupied
France,” the Bunjes report explained the measures
taken, presented a detailed analysis of the French
protests, and offered concrete proposals for refuta-
tion of the French argument. Bunjes averred that
the real motive for the French protests was the
desire of the government to deceive Germany and
to further the prosecution of subversive activity
against the Reich; that they were intended as sys-
tematic anti-German cultural propaganda and as &
means of clouding the issue of the legitimate German
claims for the return of cultural materials destroyed
by French soldiers in Germany after 1918!

““These treasures,” wrote Bunjes, “if transferred
inte money values, could be made ecflective- to-
morrow against Germany in the form of tanks or
planes ;. . yet their return has not even been
demanded by the Reich. The further French request
f{)r access by its government officials to those localilies
in France where German personnel are taking trven-
tory of confiscated maiemal would, zf granted, stmpi Y
invite French espzonagc * [talies mine.]

“Morcover,” "he continued, *the affirmation of
the Louvre that the French people would lose valu-
able national works of art through the aforemen-
tioned safeguardings is refuted by the fact that
many of the safeguardcc works stem from great
masters of German ormn or are unclcr the influence
of the German spirit.”

Finally, Bunjes reverted to tke classic line, without
which no National Socialist tract was valid; —

“All French arguments . . . are voided by the
Fihrerbefehl [Hitler decree] of September 17, 1940,
according to which all lawsuits regarding bequests,
gifts, ete., are not recognized. . .. . Only when these
measures arc completed and when the Fiihrer has

37
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made the final decision as to the dlsposmon of the
» saleguarded art treasures can the French govern-
ment receive a final answer.”

It is of parcanthetical interest that “the Vichy
government, whatever its more significant political
conciliations, demonstrated courage and aptitude in
bombarding the German High Command with com-
munications desizned to preserve the cultural heri-
tage of France. The ultimate success of this policy
is shown in the insignificant number of officially

owned works of art which left the country in Ger-

man hands.

2

}IERE\:{ANN Giring's lawyer at Nuremberg called

him a Renaissance. man, failing to mention that he

wished to be one but never quite measured up. Be-
cause the Reichsmarschall was obsessed with the
desire to become a latter-day Medici; the artistic
domain of Europe became, of necessity, his play-
ground. Photographs of Carinhall, his fabled estate
laid waste in the Russian advance northeast of Ber-
lin, point up dramatically thc aspxratxons of the
Number Two Nazi.

" A gigantic, rambling structure compounded of
ponderous stone and concrete, Carinhall was a
strange fusion of the most flamboyant clements of
the storied past with the inflated sterility of official
Nazi architecture. Set down with a fine sense of
‘isolation in the midst of a rich hunting preserve, it
was destined, for a brief moment in history, to pro-
ject with forceful grandeur the pose its master so
sLudiously cultivated, of Reichsmarschall Goring,
feudul seigneur, peerless huntsman, and en]mhtcned
patron of the arts.

A seemingly endless series of great . rooms —
salons, dining halls, ‘studies, -and libraries — held,
until the Allicd bombings threatened them, the
spectacular booty of a continent, installed always
with more theater than taste, yet breath-taking in
its innate richness and its scope.

Here were the Cranachs and Titians, the massive
plate, and the Gobelin. tapestries brought in from
France and ltaly on a scale worthy of the great
despot. Here, too, were the'abominations of taste,
the nineteenth century’s overpowering, Beshy nudes,
‘the “strength through joy” figures of Nazi sculp-
tors, the empty furmshmgs of the Third Reich. And
here wére the rich birthday offerings, the coveted

sixteenth-century German paintings  purchased by~

Goring’s agents with funds contributed by Nazi
industrialists in return for favors rendered.
Showplace of the Reich, Carinhall was Goring,
his sanctuary and his shrine, the perfect meeting
ground of Rubens and the stuffed bull moose. Wear-
ing the new crown of empire and with the spoils of
Europe as its necklace, Carinhall would emerge after
the German victory as a national shrine without
parallel. Géring had even planned, with the Fithrer’s
consent, to build a special railway connecting the
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© “Curator of Carinhall,

- marschall intended to make a visit.

-officials, and the Reichsmarschall’s

estate with Berlin, so that it might become tho fore- .
most mecca for tourists in the Reich. '
Goring was the heart of German looting and its
inspiration.” Without his strength, his 7cal and his
formidable backing, not a smrrlc one of the German.
organizations formed to carry out the prodigious.
task could have accomplished its mission. o
The Allied investigations of German looting, pro-
ceeding from diverse points of view and in many

* dircctions, always happened, sooncr or later, upon

a common denominator: the intimafe relationship ~
of Goring to the problem. It became increasingly
apparent that his tentacles stretched across Europe
— east to Poland in the person of his agent, Miihl-
mann; south to Switzerland and Italy, where Hofer,
7 and Angerer, dealer in
tapestries and member of the German Intelligence, .

- were tirelessly active in his behalf; west to France

and Holland, where these men were joined by a host
of others working directly or indirectly to swell the
amazing body of the Reichsmarschall’s loot.

. Goring himself was a passionate and active col-
lector. The evidence of his preoccupation through-
out the war years with the formation of the Goring
Collection, even at times when the very destiny
of Germany was being shaped by his thinking, is
astounding. :

Whenever he visited Paris during the occupation,
the notorious Baron Kurt von Behr, director of the
Einsatzstab . Rosenberg Paris office, would receive
word forty-eight hours in advance that the Reichs-

Goring arrived, a special exhibition of selected works
of art, recently confiscated by the Einsatzstab from
French collections, would have been arranged at the
Musée du Jeu de Paume by von Behr’s minions,
Between November, 1940, and January, 1943, Géring

" visited the Jeu de Paume, for the express purpose
- of choosing new loot for Carinhall, no fewer thun

twenty-one times; he was there a week before the
bombing of Coventry, three days before Pearl Har-
bor, and two weeks after the landings in Africal
Following conferences of state at the Quai d’Orsay,
he would summon Hofer or Lohse, his younger
purchasing agent who doubled as deputy director of
the Einsatzstab. Then the procession of “eligible”
works for purchase would begin, and would often
consume most of the day, for, after looking at the
pictures brought in, he would frequently go out. to
visit the shops of dealers whom he favored. .
His luxurious special train (later discovered by

. French and American troops-at Berchtesgaden and

used by Eisenhower) figured prominently in the
formation of the G6ring Collection. On the return
tr:p to Germany following each of Goring's excur-
sions to the occupied countries, it would carry back
his most recent acquisitions — Einsatzstab loot from
French collections, presents from collaborationist
own “legitimate”
purchases from the Paris dealers or the collectors of
Brussels and Amsterdam, who were paid ofl hand-
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somely in the unsupported paper occupation “cur-

rency (Reichskassenscheine) printed in Germany.
His vicious penny-pinching tactics cast a strange

light on Géring’s longing to attain the stature of a

grand seigneur. Lavish in his tastes to a degree un-’

paralleled in our times, and with unlimited resources
at his disposal, ‘he was nonetheless disposed to
bargain over every transaction and was slow in
paying his bills. The practice distressed Goring’s
agents, who thought such blckcrmg unworthy of h.lS
exalted position.

To be sure, the Rcmhsmarschall was scrupulously
careful to maintain front, to be korrekt in his dealings.
He would not permit a confiscated painting to be
hung at Carinhall; he would not put personal pressure
on an owner reluctant to part with an object; he
would not accept thanks — in the form of valuable
gifts — from Jews whom he had helped. By his own
admission at Nuremberg, he made determined’efforts
to “pay” for the more than 700 looted masterpieces
which he had received from the Rosenberg organi-
zation; and he was confident that his prodigious
amassing of European treasurcs would be-applauded
by the peoples of the Axis. Had he not declared
that Carinhall, with all its contents, was to bécome
a national monument on his sixtieth birthday?

The dirty work was carried on by his agents.
French Iinpressionist pictures, — splendid Renoirs
and Cézannces and Van Goghs, — “ineligible” for
hanging because they were “degenerate art,” were
very ‘useful [or other purposes. Having cost Goring
nothing, several hundred of them were exchanged in
France and Switzerland for second-rate Cranachs
and Holbeins which, as works of unblemished origin,.
could then grace the proud walls of Carinhall.

- For Goring’s account, Curator Hofer “accepted”
cherished heirlooms from certain proud Jewish fami-
lies in the Netherlands. In return, he provided funds
far below the value of the offering, supplementing
payment with an official German latssez passer or a

Swiss passport, to be used by these benighted pcople_

in their flight from the Nazis!
Agent Lohse, writing to Goring’s secretary, re-
qucsted that he be ¢ pcrmlLLed to arrange [or placing

at my disposal by the Gestapo the two Jews, the

Brothers I.., for further work in the Reichsmarschall’s
interests.” Goring’s secretary replied: “You are to

make sure that this matter is handled so as to d.\’Old
having the Reichsmarschall’s name mentioned 1
con nc(,Llon with Jews. If possible, handle it all under
cover.’

Occaslonally, when hard pressed, Gorm" showed
his true colors, as in the case of a prommcnt Belgian
whose collection he coveted. Goring wrote him per-
sonally in 1941 as follows: —

Mr. M. reported to me on the discussions he had
with you concerning your.collection of paintings, and
informed me that you had again withdrawn from your
earlier position and not yet arrived at a settlement. I
have instructed M. to communicate w1t11 vou agam
concerning the final terms. . Should you this time

Ara [Jomes Plomk Box

again not be able to decide, then I would be compelled
to withdraw my offer, and things would go their normal
way, without my bemg able to do anything to 'mecde their
course. [Italics mine.}
With German greetings,
H, Géring

His proposals to “pay” the Einsatzstab Rosenberg
were arrant subterfuge, as he was informed both
by Alfred Rosenberg and by the Party Treasurer,

Schwarz, that there was no machinery, no channel,

no payee, in existence for such a transaction.

In sum, Goring resorted to every conceivable
device to fill .the walls and the coffers of Carinhall,
bargaining, cheating, even invoking where neccssary
the prestige of German arms or the terrible threat of
intervention by the Gestapo.

Whereas the basic directive of November 18, 1940,
the potent Fithrerbefehl, reserved for the Chief of the
Nazi State the formal right of disposition over all
cultural goods confiscated from the occupied coun-
tries, Goring, capitalizing on Hitler’s relative apathy
in these matters, kept the bulk of the loot for himself.

3

E N . .
ARLY In the occupation of France, the confiscation
of valuable properties had become an issue of some

. magnitude in high Naazi circles. Largely at Goring’s

instigation, the German Embassy in Paris,” the
Foreign Currency Control Administration (Devisen-
schutzkommando), and the Alien Property Adminis-
tration (Feindvermogenverwaliung) had made fruitful
raids on the fabulous Rothschild holdings, which
— as was the case with considerable portions of the
country’s private cultural treasure — were stored in

-the family’s chiteaux and its large Paris town houses,

famous throughout France. Simultancously, and
consistently with their formal mandate, a small group
of Nazi scholars attached to the Rosenberg office
were combing the libraries and archives of tliec occu-
pied countries in search of material for exploitation
as propaganda in the *ideological struggle agdmst
Jewry and Freemasonry.”

The presence of the Rosenberg group in France
appears to have sugzested to Goring the means of
formalizing the confiscation of art treasures which
the other German agencies then engaged in this
activity considered boLh distasteful and somewhat
out of their line. In any.case, a Goring order of
November 5, 1940, issued in Paris, extended the
authority of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg to include
the “safeguarding of ownerless Jewish collections”
and, indeed, altered the emphasis of the entire Rosen-
berg mission so as to make such undertakings its
primary function. It is indicative of Goring’s power
that he could issue a dircctive aflecting vitally the
operations of an organization over which he had no
formal administrative control:

Reichsleiter Alfred Rosenberg was in no position
to carry out the Goring directive. He lacked political
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stature in the Party hicrarchy sufficient to procure

the trained personnel, the transportation, and the -

other elements essential to effective implementation
of the program, in the light of the heavy concurrent
demands of the combatant military and the forces of
occupation. He was handicapped seriously by the
disdain of the High Command and its unwillingness
to codperate with his agency in the planning and
execution of the depredations; a bitter personal feud
with Martin Bormann, morcover, had precluded his
recourse to Hitler in any crisis. Most important,
Rosenberg himself was not keen on-the confiscations.

He regarded the Einsatzstab as a bastard offspring

and its program as incompatible with the aims of .

the Party bureau for. National Socialist political in-

. doctrination (the Amt Rosenberg). In his view, the

Rosenberg office was not simply a headquarters for
raiding parties. Secveral of his deputics emphasized,
under interrogation, that Rosenberg chafed at the
problems attendant to the looting operations, that
he had no interest in art and sought no personal
gain from the seizures.

Without support from Berlin, the Einsatzstab was
virtually paralyzed. Without experts to separate the
wheat from the chaff and without the means to ship
the loot to Germany, the “safeguardings’ .would
have become an empty, and politically dangerous,
eesture.  Therefore von Behr appealed “out of
channels” to Géring, who responded handsomely in
his capacity as commander of the Luftwaffe, ordering
art historians in the German Air Force transferred to,
duty in Paris, supplying shippers, photographers,
packers, and drivers from the ranks, and putting
Luftwaffe motor transport, freight cars, even special
cargo planes, at von Behr’s disposal.

From top to bottom the Einsatzstab became a
Goring show under the Rosenberg-flag. It is not re-
markable that Goring was unopposed in his selection
of the choicest confiscated items, despite the Hitler
order prescribing retention of all material pending
the Fiihrer’s decision as to disposal.

4

AIDED by Goring’s largesse, and under Baron von

. Behr's determined leadership, the Einsatzstab Rosen-

berg evolved swiftly into a well-oiled machine for
the systematic plunder of France. The operations
were remarkably simple. Since, under the prevailing
code, any non-Aryan property was fair game, and
since a striking proportion of the good works of art
privately held in France were in the large and well-

known Jewish collections, the field was fertile and

the pickings easy. To be sure, most of the prop-
erty owners had taken flizht belore the Nazis
and were hiding out in the country, or in unoccu-
pied France, or abroad. In many instances, their
collections had gone underground with them, so
that von Behr’s hirelings had to ferret them out.
Unfortunately, there was no dearth of collaboration-
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. object.

ist indicateurs, ever ready to sell their inférmation,
and themselves, to the German intelligence services.
Von Behr had free access to the files of the French
collaborationist police force, the Gestapo, and the

‘Security Service "(Stcherheitsdienst), and worked so

closely with these organizations that their represcn-
tatives usually accompanied Einsatzstab personnel
on house raids.

The Musée du Jeu de Paume in the Tuileries be-
came the focal point of German looting activity in
France. Taken over by von Behr complete with its
French staff — including the Director, Mlle. Rose
Valland, who observed the proceedings 'closely and
who today, as a captain in the French WAC, is a key
figure in her government’s restitution proceedings —
it was turned into a collecting point for the ““safe-
guarded” material. Here, oncé a collection had been
brought in by van from its place of origin, the Ein-
satzstab “scholars’’ took over, authenticating, cata-
loguing, inventorying, and photographing every
All the painstaking thoroughness of the
German method was lavished on the job, with the
neat result that the Einsatzstab files were discovered
intact at its headquarters in Germany after the -
American break-through, and the vast complications
of Allied restitution procedure were 1mmcasurab
simplified.

The German art historians attached to the Ein-
satzstab complained to von Belir that none of their
group wasg permitted to accompany the raiding
parties, which were being conducted by “irrespon-
sible non-professionals.” The basis of their protest
was that the loot was coming in too swiftly to permit
scholarly and orderly examination of the material,
and that no “selective process” was taking place at
the source. They were, in fact, being overwhelmed
by the flow of incoming material, and the cataloguing
was falling behind.

One of the art historians admitted under interro-
giation that, by mid-November, 1940, virtually the
entire contents of the several Rothschild Collections,

- totaling 5009 objects; the Alfonse Kann Collection,

comprising 1202 objects; and those of Weil-Picard,
with 128, and Wildenstein, with 302, were already in
hand. Dr. Robert, Scholz, the Berlin director of all
Einsatzstab administration, stated categorically that
the great majority of works of art seized in the
entire course of Einsatzstab operations — which
lasted, technically, from September, 1940, until the

Tall of Paris in August, 1944 — were already in the

Jeu de Paume when he arrived there carly in 1941,
This is vivid evidence of the s“'lftn(,ss with which
the task force worked.

Several great collections, and many others of real
consequence, were confiscated later, but the initial
seizures came hard on the heels of the German mili-
tary victory in France, and at the moment when
German prestige, largely because of the fear and
chaos which it inspired, was at its highest. More-
over, the strategy laid down for the confiscations
called for the early seizure of the great — and the
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obvious — concentrations; these constituted, both
numerically and qualitatively, the most important
“take” of the Einsatzstab. A summary of the con-
fiscations, presented by Dr. Scholz to Rosenberg in
July, 1944, furnishes the following analysis of “ob-
jeets counted and inventoried”; —

Paintings. . .vrrenii i inae 10,890
Seulptures. . .o e 588
Furniture. ....... N P 2,477
Textiles. . ......... R 583
Objets d’art {porcelain, glass, jewelry, coins,

- miscellaneous small objects) ... ..... ... 5,825
Objects of classical antiquity, Oriental art ... 1,545

From the 21,903 recorded confiscations, approxi-
mately 700 paintings of good quality were earmarked
for Goring — by the Reichsmarschall personally or
by Lohse and Hofer. Since Hitler had formal claim
to everything seized by the Einsatzstab, there was
no occasion. to single out objects for his personal
retention. However, an outstanding group of 53
paintings and tapestries confiscated at the very
outset {1940) from the Rothschild and Seligmann
Collections, and chosen by Goring for the Fiihrer-
museum at Linz, were placed immediately aboard
his speeial train and taken to Munich for safekeeping.:
{This appears to have been the .only time Géring
helped the Fiihrer.) Most of the works were still
packed in their original Rothschild cases. Among
them were the celebrated. Vermeer Astronomer, the
Rubens Portrait of Heléne Fourment, a series, of
magnificent Gobelin tapestries, and some of the
incomparable French paintings of the ecighteenth
century — including the Boucher Madame Pompa-
dour — for which the Rothschild Collections are

chiefly esteemed.

There were no further detailed selections made in

the Hitler or Linz interest. Periodically, as signifi-
cant new material *became available,” elaborate
leather-bound volumes of photographs were pre-
pared by the Einsatzstab stafl and transmitted to the
Reich Chancery to keep the Fithrer informed and,
according to Dr. Scholz, to *dramatize the scope of
the undertaking.” Nearly one hundred such volumes
were prepared in the course of the operation.

With the cxception of the Goring and Hitler
selections, the entire comp ex of documented Ein-
satzstab loot remained intact. Whereas individuals
attached to the organization are believed to have
engaged in some petty traflic in the Paris art market,
no German official buyer or museum director had
access to the confiscuted materinl,

Shipments to Germany were obstructed, in spite of
Goring’s help, by a severe shortage of adequate rolling
stock. For the first and most important transfer (in
April, 1941} 30 special baggage cars — of the heated
type normally attached to de luxe passenger trains
- were requisitioned from every corner of the Reich.
"The train carried the choicest items from the Roths-
“child, Seligmann, Wildenstein, and David-Weill Col-
lections to the principal Einsatzstab repository, set
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up at Schloss Neuschwanstein, the castle of the mad
King Ludwig which nestles in the foothills of the
Bavarian Alps. A special Luftwaffe detachment rode
the train as armed guard, and the material was three
days in transit,

A sccond major shipment, comprising 238 carloads,
took place in October, 1941. Thereafter, partly be-
cause of the inordinate difficulties of transport,
partly because the most valuable pieces had already
been transferred to Germany, the loot was brought
in piccemeal, and placed — through the end of
1943 — in the six special Einsatzstab depots — at
Neuschwanstein, Nickolsburg, Chiemsee, Buxheim,
Kogl, and Seisenegg.

For the operations in France alone, the Rosenberg
office marshaled a staff of sixty “imported’” German
specialists — art historians and museum workers,
librarians, archivists, -photographers — and secre-
taries. Though in every sense a civilian unit, the
Einsatzstab worked in a strict military environment,
even wearing a_uniform which caused no little con-
fusion among the terror-stricken French hangers-on
because of its paradoxical resemblance to that of the
88, The parade-ground atmosphere of the organiza-
tion was inspired, according to all sources, by von
Bcehr’s obsession with militaristic panoply.

5 B

THE Einsatzstab Rosenberg was but one of the
many channels of illicit acquisition used by Goring.
Other loot entered Carinhall from Italy and Poland,
through the offices of the SS and the Werhmacht;
from France, through the German Embassy and the’
Military High Command; and from Belgium and
Holland, through the freezing of “enemy asscts” by
the Foreign Currency Control Administration. As
nearly as can be estimated, approximately 50 per
cent of the objects which made up the Goring Col-
lection were acquired through purchase or forced
sale. The remainder was outright loot.

The question of Goring’s personal taste becomes
peculiar!y interesting in the light of his consistently
fervent “collector’s” passion for acquisition. On the
basis of first-hand examination of the contents of
Carinhall — viewed, to be sure, in the unflattering
light of the barren, crowded schoolhouse at Berchies-
gaden which became its last resting place — it may
be said that his taste was both positive and appall-
ingly bad.

In the first place, lmportant extraneous factors,
such as the Nazi cultural ideology, which placed
the works of the old German masters at the top of the
ladder .and banned arbitrarily the “degenerate”
products of the French Impressionist painters, fre-
quently nullified aesthetic judgments which might
otherwise have been controlling.

The formidable scale of Cuarinhall, together with
Géring’s own lusty appetites and his penchant for
the big thing, made the robust compositions of
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Rubens and other inferior but lively representanons
of the ample Teutonic female nude the natural
targets ‘for his agents. The nude, in fact; is the
leitmotif of the collection. It may be seen in a
hundred different variants, from the fragile, sym-
"bolic figures of Cranach to the more vulgar and
earthy creatures of Makart, a grandiose German
mediocrity who was Goring’s favorite nineteenth-
century master. Often suggestive, these examples
are, curiously enough, rarely obscene.

The Rexchsmarsahals cxcessive enthusiasm for
early German painting led him to acquu-e well over
fifty pictures attributed to Cranach. In their almost
umversal faitlure to measure up to the minimum
standards which prompt unbiased scholars to ascribe
works to the great sixteenth-century German, these
paintings reveal Goring’s inadequacies as a collector.

Goring bought badly. Often he paid large prices
for works of inferior qudhty, not infrequently for
forgeries. His most spectacular boomerang was the
“Vermeer” Christ and the Adulleress. After lengthy
and arduous negotiations involving a Dutch syndi-

cate which wished to retain it in Holland, Gormg*

emerged triumphant, acquiring the picture in ex-
change for 150 paintings in his possession with an
aggregate value of 1,600,000 Dutck gulden. In 1945 the
painting was exposed as one of a group of spurious
Yermeers, the handiwork of a Dutch forger named
Van Meegeren, who made a {ull confession and was
sent to prison.

Hofer, Goéring’s chief agent and curator, stated
under interrogation .that Gormg had no artistic
judgment and knew it, but that whenever his advis-
ers took issue with him in pub ic, he' would override
them. The facts that his own taste so often pre-
vailed, and that he was not blessed with the most
competent advice, gave the collection its flamboyant
character and its curiously low level of quality.

6

W{AT of the men around Géring, the satellites who
carricd out the Reichsmarschall’s bidding? In the
months after V-E Day, their American captors came
to know some of them well— questioned them,
taltked to them, watched them. At the modest
summer house in the mountains of the Salzkammer-
gut where they had been rounded up for intensive
interrogation, they were obsérved at close hand for
weeks on end as the whole fantastic story of Nazi
looting was gradually unfolded. A singularly diverse
group, they had — apart from a mutual interest in
art and in Géring — virtually nothing in common.
Curator Walter Andreas Hofer, short, red-haired,
and beady-eyed, was a product of the hard, Berlin
school of urbanity. In the early twenties he had been
a salesman in the art firm of his brothér-in-law, a
Jew, whom he superseded quickly in Nazi patronage
after 1933. Initially, he merely offered pictures for
sale to Goring, but the relationship strengthened,
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of art,

- code of ethics, Hofer even cheated Garing,

- and in 1937 he replaced a well- known expert as the

Reichsmarschall’s adviser in art matters,

Hofer played his master shrewdly. He insisted on
maintaining his independent dealer status even after
being appointed director of the Goring Collection.
Refusing a salary, he worked wholly on commission
and, as, Géring’s official buyer, brought to bear the
manifold advantages of power and backing which
his position implied. The flexibility of this arrange-
ment permitted him to keep for himself anythmv
which Géring did not want for the collection, a factor
which gave hlm an incaleulable advantage over hig
business competitors, in view of the vast scope of his
He had facilities for travel, for foreign
exchange, and for promising “officiul protection” to
certain select victims of Nazi persecution, in return -
for which. he received purchase rights to their works
Goring insisted that Ilofer rule on every
painting acquired for the collection, another obvious
discriminatory weapon which he did not hesitate to
use against his colleagues.

Hofer trave led “incessantly throughout the war,
always preceding Goring on excursions to the occu-
pied countries and preparing the scene for the regal
descent into the art markets. Often he went alone,
reporting constantly on his “finds” to his chiefl by
telephone or letter. The documentation reveals that
Hofer took the lead at all times in determining the
choice of objects, the methods of bargaining, and the
nature of “payment.” Consistently with the Nazi,
Often
he falsified bills and reccipts, working against
Goring’s interests in collusion with other agents,

Just after V-E Day, Walter Andreas Hofer put
in'a jaunty appearance at Berclitesgaden, proudly
exhibited the Goring Collection to runking American
officers, and posed for Life. T'oday, much chastened,
he is behind bars at Nuremberg,

Aloys Miedl, long-time fricnd of Goring and Hein-
rich Hoffmann, left Germany some time before the
war because his wife was a Jewess. This stocky
Bavarian was an ardent mountain climber. His other
ruling passion was speculation, in cverything from
Rembrandts to Canadian timber. A shrewd financier,
he negotiated the sale of the celebrated Goudstikker
Collection of Amsterdam for Géring, and is even said
to have tried at one time to purchase the island of
Anticosti in the Gull of St. Lawrence for a German
syndicate. Mied! played a game of duplicity for
many years, possibly to protect his family, more
likely for personal guin. He is believed to be await-
ing repatriation from Spain to Germany, whence he
will doubtless be taken to Holland to answer seri-
ous charges by the Dutch government. :

Kurt von Behr, the autocratic chief of the Ein-
satzstab Paris office, universally regarded today us
the person most responsible for the organized looting
of France, gave dramatic evidence of awarcness of

his own guilt by committing suicide at Schloss Banz

at the instant of its investiture by the American
forces. When the proud Baron was found, he was
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scated next lo his wife, an aristocratic English- -

womun, in the library of a family estate. A few

minutes before, the Baron and his lady had toasted -

cach other in poisoned champagne, delicately writing
finis to an extraordinary career,

Yon Behr was the black sheep of an old Mecklen-
burg family. Between the wars he served as adjutant
to the Duke of Saxe-Coburg and held a minor
diplomatic post in Italy, which he was obliged to
relinquish when his name cropped up in an insurance
scandal. In 1940 von Behr rejoined Saxe-Coburg,
now a distinguished old gentleman and héad of the
German Red Cross, and was sent to France. Through
Goring, he was appointed director of the Einsatzstab
Puris office, a position which he held while discharg-
ing certain nebulous duties with the Red Cross.

Intensely vain, von. Behr always wore elaborate
uniforms though he remained a civilian. He treated
the professional members of his stafl patronizingly
and drove them hard. He resorted to any practice
caleulated to bring in objects of value, traded ac-
tively on the side, and used the wherewithal to court
the favor of Germans in high places with lavish gifts
and cntertainment. While the German High Com-
mand found him pompous and rather ridiculous, von
Behr nevertheless became a central figure in occu-
pation socicty. He is said to have had a table re-
served at Maxim's every evening for two years, and
to have entertained generals and diplomats; artists,
and U-boat officers or flicrs on triumphal leave.

In 1942 he came to Goring’s birthday party in
Berlin, bringing as‘a proud offering the original copy

8
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of the Versailles peace treaty and a manuscript
letter from Richard Wagner to Napoleon I1I. These
were presented to the Reichsmarschall appropriately
in the name of the Einsatzstab, which had, of course,
simply confiscated them in France for the occasion.

Other members of the Gdring entourage were less
venal. Young Bruno Lohse, tall, athletic, and Prus-
sian, was a serious art student, a convinced Nazi, and
a dreamer. Struck by his attractive manner and his
sincerity, Goring had singled him out from von Behr’s
staff and made him deputy director and his personal
agent. Much of the French wrath over the indignities
of the Einsatzstab is visited, justifiably, on Lohse,
who, in his National Socialist zeal and his worship of
Géoring, organized and dominated important looting
operations, convinced that in so doing he was serving
his state and his chief with real nobility.

The same kind of idolatry had always inspired
Gisela Limberger, Goring’s faithful, intelligent pri-
vate secretary. So apt was the master of Carinhall
in concealing his true nature from his followers that
Friiulein Limberger, Lohse, and several others, on
being shown the documentary evidence 6f Goring’s
crimes, his deceits, and his inherent cheapness, actu-
ally became despondent and irreconcilable in their
personal disillusion.

Goring left his ugly mark on European culture by
the ruthless pursuit of foreign treasure to adorn a
monstrous vanity. With Hitler; as we shall see, the
motive for plunder was different — less personal, less
sellish, yet wholly in keeping with the Fihrer's

peculiarities, ,
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HITLER’S CAPITAL

3 Loot for the Master Race

by JAMES S. PLAUT

oring, who considered himself a man from the
Renaissance, necded rich poss»ssxom to dram-
\.} atize his pu‘sonahty Hitler’s absorption with

1

art, however, centered in his claborate plans for the -

Austrian town of Linz, in the region where he was
born. He invisaged Linz as the future scat of the
new German Kultur, and lavished all his limited
pictorial talent and architectiwal, training on a vast
projeet which would realize this ambition. Personal
resentment toward the cosmopolitan milicu of Vi-
enna, which symbolized the unhappy struggle of his
formative years, burned as strongly within the
Filirer us the sentimental hankering after the places
of his boyhood. He was determined that Linz should
supplant Vienna as the Austrian capital, and that
its new prominence should ccment the Austro-

German bond so vital to the salutary growth of

National Socialism.

Until he was caught up in the maelstrom of a
world war, Hitler devoted a disproportionate arount
of time and energy, for a chief of state, to the plans
for Lingz, personally ercating the architectural scheme
for an imposing array of public buildings, and setting
the formula for an art collection which was to
specialize heavily in his beloved, mawkish German
schoel of the nineteenth century. His private li-
brary, discovered by the Amcrican Army deep In
Austria, cantained scores of completed architectaral
renderings for the Ling project, of which the Fiihrer-

After four years' service in the Navy, James S, Praor has resuned
bis duties as Director of the Institute of Modern Art, Boston.
in 1943 he served us the Senior LS. Naval Interrogation Officer
in Northwest African waters, charged with the special interroga-
tion of German U-boat crews. Irom November, 1944, to April,
1946, he was Director of the Art Looting Investigation Unit,
038, and in this capacity he was directly responsible for un-
covering the works of art which had been looted by Rosenberg,
Goring, and Hitler and hidden in Germany. Twice decorated,
he was retired to inactive duty as Lieutenant Commander in
April, 1946.

Much of the material contained in this article and its prede-
cessor in the September Adaniic derives {rom official re-
ports prepared by two of his colleagues, Lieutenant Commander
Theodore Rousseau, Jr., Associate Curator of Paintings at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and, Lieutenant Commander S.

Lane Iaison, Jr., Chairman of the Fine Arts Department at

Williams College.
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museum was to be a single edifice reluted to the
whole, comprising a great library (with an initial
quota of 250,000 volumes), a theater, and a separate
collection of armor. German painting of the nine-
teenth century was to be assembled in such quantity
that, should the need arise for a separate building
to housc the monumental collection, it could be inte-
grated successfully with the master plan.

The Fihrermuseum, with a colonunaded (acade
about 500 fect long, the design paralleling that of the
great Iaus fiir Deutsche Kunst already erceted in
Munich, would stand’on the site of the present Linz
railroad station, which was to be moved four kilo-
meters to the south. Roderich Fick, the official
architect, made his drawings entirely from Hitler's
pcrsonal prescriptions.

A bound volume of 75 pages, cntitled The Future
Fconomic Status of the City of Lins, also found in
Hitler’s library, spells out his dream for a modern
industrial metropolis, with a greatly increased popu-
lation and all the attributes with which lavish ex-
penditure and city planning could endow the capital
of his empire. The study was prepared at his direc-
tion by the Economic and Rescarch Section, Ober-
donau Department of the Interior.

Either through an carly presentiment of guilt or
as a tactical measure, Hitler ordered the Linz proj-
cct, with all its ramifications, to be treated as a
government secret. The idea that loot, us in the
plans: for Géring’s Carinhall, was fundumental in
the formation of the Linz Collection became clear
to the project’s personnel us early as October, 1939,
when Dr. Hans Posse, Director of the Sonderauftrag -
(Special Commission), presented to Martin Bor-
mann, for Hitler’s approval, a list of 182 pictures
which he had selected for Linz from the confiscated
collections of the Viennese branch of the Rothschild
family. In July, 1940, Posse was able to list 824
paintings already acquired for Linz, and every one
of the 182 confiscated works previously recom-
meénded figured ‘in the list.

On November 25, 1939, traveling under orders
issued by Bormann, Posse arrived in Poland to ex-
amine for their interest to Linz the repositories of

looted Polish art established at Warsaw and Cracow
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by Dr. Hans Frank’s General Government. Three
weeks later, he recommended formally to the Reich
Chancellery that the world-famous Leonardo, Ra-
phael, und Rembrandt paintings {rom the Caarto-
ryski Collection be reserved for Linz.
ofticial doctrine that all Polish art works, in churches,
museums, and private hunds, were eligible for con-
fiscation, the policy called also for the retention of
the booty in Poland. IHence, few Polish-owned
masterpicces found their way into Germany. (The
great Veit Stoss altar from Cracow, which was

siu)pad to Nuremberg in a specially constructed’

van, and the lovely Bellotto paintings from Warsaw
were notable exceptions.)

The chaotic internal situation wrought by sub-
sequent military events has left undetermined the
fate of much of the Polish treasure. The Czartoryski
puintings desired by Posse never came to Linz, but
they were recovered, as well as o group of 80 Diirer
drawings which were at one time kept at the Fiheeér-
haup tquartier in Berlin. Thgse were the only notable

“benefice” from Poland, ™

Two months after the invasion of Holland, Posse
established an office at The Hague, appearing there
in the role of Referent fir Sonderfragen {Adviser on
“Special Questions™). .Belgium and Holland proved
to be fertile ground. Posse's informers and middle-
men, supported actively by the Seyss-Inquart gov-
ernment, were able to tap rich sources through
confiscation and ““purchase.” The richest acquisition
for Linz in the Netherlands was the major portion
of the Mannheimer Collection (purchased in 1944
for 2,000,000 gulden less than the Dutch authorities
asked, following a Seyss-Inquart threat to confiscate
the whole as enemy property). It contained such
treasures as Rembrandt’s Jewish Doctor.. The re-
mainder of the collection was acquired subsequently
in rance, also by forced sale.

In France, the Linz interest was fostered care-
fully by thé special task force of Alfred Rosenberg
(the FEinsatzstab). On November 18, 1940, in a
Fithrerbefchl similar to:the edicts issucd after the
conquest of Poland and Austria, Hitler proclaimed
his right of disposition over all works of art con-
fiscated in the occupied territorics. From . this
moment on, Rosenberg worked formally in the
‘Linz interest, except where Goring, as we have scen
in “loot for the Master Race” (September Ai-
lantic), made his own selections in contradiction
to the Hitler order. Goring, in fact, imposed his own
schedule of priority on the Ifrench seizures, estab-
lishing three arbitrary categories of confiscation
(presumably for. the record, since his own choices
were never opposed): first, those works destined for
Hitler and Linz; sccond, those for the Goring Collec-
tion at Carinhall; third, those desired *““for purposes
of the Nutional Socialist Party.”

The Fithrerbefehl required of all commanders of
occupied territories that Dr. Posse be kept regularly
informed of the progress of the confiscations, and

stated that Posse was empowered to “make decisions

ARR Noves Plavks Ydox Z

Though it was’

in the Fihrer’s behall.”  On April 15, 1941, Posse
addressed a formal request to the Reich Chancellery
for a specific reiteration of his authority. Five days
later, Martin Bormann directed him to review the
“requirements” of the Fithrermuscum in terms of
the nearly completed inventory of Einsatzstab Ros-
enberg conﬁscations. A general high-level directive
was  issued subsequontly, emplmsmng the Iiihrer’s
right of first choice, apparently to allay confusion
in the ranks of the Einsatzstab caused by Goring's
insistent demands,

Of the 21,000 objects seized in France alone, Linz
was to fall heir to all but the 700 for which Goéring
had spoken. There is no record of Posse’s choices —
since final disposition of the material was to await
the Nazi victory in Europe — but there were out-
standing prizes in the great French private collec-
tions to match the loot from Poland and Austria, -

2

I'I’ 18 worth cmphasizing, with respect to. the
acquisitions for Linz, that the difference between
loot and purchase was merely a technical one.
Where works of ‘art were held by the downtrodden
Poles and Czechs, or by “non-Aryan” Dutch or
French nationals, confiscation was the accepted
method. This was in accordance with the Nazi
doctrine of oppression. Where political expediency, -
as in the case of the “Italian ally” and the “worthy
French opponent,” called for good will toward the
New Order, the velvet glove approach wus used,
with an unprecedented outlay of German funds as
lure. Purchases of important items — with German
occupation currency wherever possible — accom-
panied the wholesale seizures, and often were con-
ducted by the same oflicials. Dealers and agents
swurmed Into Paris, many armed with special Linz
certificates, which formalized their status and as-
sured their precedence in the art grab bag.
A letter from Posse to Bormann, dated June 10,

1940, expresses the ofﬁcxal attitude toward pur-

. chases: —

The special delegate for the safeguarding of art and
cultural properties has just rcturned from Holland.
He notified me today that there exists at the moment
a particularly favorable opportunity to purchase
valuable works of art from Dutch dealers and private
owners in Cerman currency. Even though a large
number of important works have doubtless been
removed recently from Holland, I believe that the
trade still contains many ohjects which are desirable
for the Fithrer’s collection, and which.may be ac-
quired without foreign exchange.

An account of 500,000 rcichsmarks was opencd
for Posse’s personal use at the Reichskredithank in
Paris in March, 1941, and a similar amount was
deposited in his name at the German Embassy in
Rome in the same month. By March 15, 1941,
Posse was able to inform Bormann (whose connce-
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tion with the Linz project was close throughout its
history) that to date he had expended 8,522,348

reichsmarks in the purchase of works of art for the’

23

“new museum at Linz-on-the-Danube.” This fig-
ure did not include many of the major purchases
which later brought staggering prices from Hitler’s
agents. .

Giring's collecting was the more passionate und
dramatic; Hitler’s, with all the advantages and
ramifications of an official government enterprise,
the more eflective. Flis agents outnumbered Goring’s;
the funds at their dis 30541 were inexhaustible, and
there was no counterpart in the Géring entourage of
the high-powered Special Linz Conunission. More-
over, Hitler, us the Number One man, alwuays held
an ace in the hole. Only in rare instances were fat
prizes in controversy. Goring occasionally prevailed
by -virtué of personal intcrcession; in the main,
however, he considered it the part of wisdom to
withdruw from negotiations il the Linz interests
were involved.
celebrated Memling Portrait of a Man, owned by
Prince Corsini of Florence. Géring’s agent, Walter
Andreas Hofler, bid high for the picture, but was
waved off hy Prinee Philipp of Iessen, who ac-
quired it for Linz at a price stated to have bcen
between five and six million lire.

Goring appears also to have wished to remain in
the Iihrer's good graces by means of periodic
“wifts” to Linz. With considerable fanfare, he made
a personal sclection of 33 mastorpicces confiscated

from the Rothschild Collections in Paris by the
Einsatzstab Rosenberg and sent them in his own

train to Munich for addition to the holdings ol the
Fithrermuscum. In 1945, he saved himsell possible
embarrassment by turning over to the principal
Linz deposit (rather than to his own place of safe-
keeping) the group of 17 paintings and 4 priceless
bronzes from the Naples Museum which had been
seized by the Hermann Géring Panzer Division out
of a convoy carrying these Ttalian national treasures
from Monte Cds»mo to the Vatican in 1943, and
presented by the Division to Goring at Carinhall.

3

JA.U'N{OMTY for the Linz undertaking stemumed
from the highest level of the Reich Chancellery.

HITLER’S

This was evident in the case of the™

Directly under Hitler and Bormunn were Reichs-”

minister Lammers, President of the Reich Chan-
cellery, and Dr. Helmut von Hummel, Special As-
sistant to Bormann. Thesc officials formulated the

hrecm es governing confiscation and purchase, and
were rcsponsxb ] d:rcct y for the administration and,

financing of the program. Von Hummel, a partic-
ularly vicious Nazi, may still be at large. His last
official act was to order a case ol confiscated gold
coins brought to him at Berchtesgaden on May 1,
1045, a,ftor which he disappeared.

VI\

The Specindl Linz Commission, under Posse,

Noanes Ploak Boyx 2.
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boasted approximately - twenty specialists — cura-
tors of painting, prints, coins, and armor, a librarian,
an architect, an administrator, photographers, und
restorers. Personnel remained attached to the Com-
mission, with few exceptions, until its dissolution,
and several of the Commission’s experts have been
used by the Alli ies in the recovery of the Hitler
loot.

Posse died in December, 1942, of cancer. He is
described as having worked fanatically to the very
end. His funeral was a high state [unction, and
attendance was obligatory for ranking Party dig-
nitaries and muscum oflicials. Goebbels read the
eulogy. Posse had brought great knowledge -and
energy to his task. Dircetor of the Dresden Gallery
since 1913, he was once removed [rom office for sup-
posed anti-Nazi sentiments, was later restored, and
became the most powerful individual in the amassing
of art trcasures for the new Germany. For Linz
alone, the records reveal that he acquired over 2500
objects in three years, exelusive of the. thousands of
confiscated works which remained unregistered at
the end of the war and were potential Linz material,

His greatest coup, undeniably, was the “pur-
chase” of the famous Vermeer, The Artest in Has
Studio, from the Czernin family of Vienna in the
autumn of 1940, under occult circumstances. One
of Europe’s greatest masterpieces, the Vermeer had
been sought by collectors all over the world for many
years, but the owners would not sell. (A Naazi art
journal reproduced the painting on its cover in
April, 1943, with the apocryphal information that
Andrew Mellon had once offered $6,000,000 for it.)
Posse and Bormann appear to have tried to attach
the Vermeer originally for nonpayment of taxes, but
the Finance Ministry informed the Reich Chan-
cellery that the Czernin brothers were not in arrcars
and that, therefore, the picture “could not be sold
at auction.” Suddenly and incxplicably, the asking

~price dropped from a fantastic figure to 1,650,000

reichsmarks, a ridictlously low amount in the in-
flated art market of the war, Posse was ordered to
Vienna instantly, and what was obviously a forced
sale of the painting was consummated with the
Czernins through the mtcrvcntlon of Reichsleiter
Baldur von Schlmch

Posse was responsible, also, for the addition of three
Rembrandts to the Linz Collection (at a cost of
3,900,000 marks), the Watteau La Danse from Pots-
dam, the Corsini Memling portrait, and the Rubens
Ganymede, which was wangled away from Vienna as
a “gift” in exchange for some confiscated porcelains.

Posse was succeeded in April, 1948, by Hermann
Voss, Director of the Wiesbaden Gallery, who as-
sumed the Dresden portfolio as well as the Linz
directorship. Far less energotic and capable than his
predecessor, he was nevertheless caught squarely in
the flow of loot. With the pattern already established
and the machinery smoothly in motion, Voss, a
weakly scholar, simply went along.

Under interrogation, Voss boasted that he had
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purchased over 8000 paintings for Linz in 1948 and
1944, at a total cost of 150,000,000 marks. The figure
was probably embroidered substantially by his van-
ity (the official Linz records place, his numerical
“contribution” much fower), but that'he was fully as
active as Posse in swelling the total is clear. Voss

admitted that the majority of the objects acquired

in his regime were nineteenth-century German paint-
ings of sccondary importance. Nevertheless, thers
are several beacons marking his devious course.

One of the most involved, and ugliest, swindles in
France was the confiscation of ‘the celebrated Schloss
Collection by the Vichy government in 1948 -
in concert with the German occupation authorities,
This was the only major instance of official French
collaboration in the transfer to the Germans of

- valuable art properties. Formally, the ncgotiation

was classified as a voluntary sale. The Vichy govern-
ment was to pay the Schloss family 18,500,000 francs
for 49 musterpicees of Dutch painting desired-for the
Louvre; the German government was to pay 50,-
000,000 francs for 262 pictures desired for Linz; the
remaining 21 paintings were to revert to the family.
In essence, however, the affair was bald confiscation,
Vichy never paid its debt; the German funds were
placed at the disposal of the Vichy Commission
for Jewish Affairs, and the 21 paintings were sold

- for personal gain by one Lefrane, the official ne-

gotiator appointed by Vichy. Not a sou reached
the Schloss family.

Voss struck a second dirty blow. in forcmg the
sale of the French peortion of the Mannheimer Col-
lection in 1944, The two great Rembrandt can-
vases, Landscape and Portrait of Titus, purchased

from the French wine merchant Etienne Nicolas

for 3,000,000 marks (60,000,000 francs), and the
Mendelssohn Rembrandt, for 900,000 marks, were
acquired through Haberstock, the Number One
Nazi dealer, in the interim between Posse’s demise
and Voss’s succession,

4

(rrm Linz program was a bonanza for a large group
of favored German art dealers, Karl Haberstock, in
Hitler's good graces from 1936 on, was clever enough
to accept no commission on his major acquisitions
for Linz. e was able to reap a fortune, however,
by transacting a tremendous volume of normal busi-
ness for Linz and the Reich Chancellery, exacting
normal proﬁ ts on a percentage basis. Flaberstock not
only had his German agents everywhere — a Luft-
wafle major stationed in Pdl is, a Viennese refugee in
the South of France, and German dealers in Holland
and Switzerland — but an intricate .and highly effi-
cient network of collaborationists in the occupied
countrics. Haberstock's cor rcs’pondcnce divulges the

nanics of seventy-five persons in France alone who
dealt with him during the war, -

Frau Maria Dietrich was the most prolific dealer

of the Nazi group. She sold 270 paintings to Hitler,

| Jroves Prawk Boy 20

‘ment,

80 to Linz, and purchased over 300 in Paris between .
1940 and 1944 for Party oflicials (20 to Bormann)

and German museums. She met Hitler through his

photographer, Heinrich Hoffman (as did Eva Braun,

who had worked as his model), in 1938. In that year,

Dietrich’s income jumped from 47,000 to 483,000

marks. During the war, shie made between 300,000

and 570,000 marks a year, and netted 616,470 marks

on sales to Linz. She'was close to Hitler until 1944,

and is said to have [retted constantly over possible
deterioration of her position with the Fihrer. - Her

connoisscurship was notoriously faulty; and, as the

figures imply, she went in for quantity rather than

quality. :

Many other agents profited handsomely from their
Linz connections, among them Prince Philipp of
Hessen, descendant of the Emperor Frederick il
of Prussia and of Qucen Victoria. Frankfurt and
Oxford educated, he took pride both in his knowledge
of the arts (m had worked briefly in the Berlin Prini
Room) and his architcetural prowess. Hessen scttled
in Ttaly in 1922, became an active Fascist, and mar-
ried Princess Mafalda, sccond daughter of King Vie-
tor Emmanuel, As President of Hesse-Nassau and
an SA Gruppenfiihrer, he campaigned strenuously -
in Italy for Nazism. When, during the war, he' be-
came Posse’s principal agent in Ttaly, the Linz
project took on a veneer of aristocratic elegunce
which facilitated important purchases from the
Italian nobility.

The end of the road for Phili lpp of Hessen was
most sordid. Princess Mafalda, in one of the more
vicious incidents of the Nazi debacle, was seized
abruptly by the Gestapo and thrown, reputedly, into
a concentration camp brothel, where she was killed
during an Allied air raid. ‘Hessen is said not to have

. lifted a finger to save his w:fe He is now in Allied

custody,

Kajetan Miihlmann was the most implacable e Nazi
in the group of looters held for Amcrlcan interroga-
tion during the summer of 1945. A hard man, of cold
Prussian mien and iron nerves, he shamed his col-
Jeagues with a consistent exhibition of arrogant de-
fiance toward his captors; well after V-E Day, he
made two bold, if unsuccessful, attempts to escape.

Miihlmann served two masters — Goring and the
Linz Commission — with effective detachment. He
shared with Baron Kurt von Behr, Director of the
Einsatzstab Rosenberg in Paris, the odious distine-
tion of top looter. It may be said of Mithlmann and
von Behr that they actually enjoyed their work, so
relentless and uncompromising was their spoliation
of the occupied countrics. Miithlmann had been iden-
tified prominently with the Nazisurge from the period
of the Austrian occupation, when hc served as Secrt-
tary of State for Austria under the Anschluss govern-
In 1939 he went into Poland with Hans
Frank’s General Goverament to take charge officially
of the “safeguarding” of Polish art treasures. On
May 15, 1940, immediately following the surrender
of Holland, he arrived in the Hague and established
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the Dienststelle Mihlmann, which became — under
the Seyss-Inquart occupation regime — the central
ageney for.all matters concerning Dutch and Belgian
ari properties,

Alithimann thus controlled Poland and the Neth-
criands as von Behe did Trance, with direct aceess
to a substantial proportion of the national wealth.
From his Dutch confiscations, 100 pamtm(rs were
selected for Linz. He aided Posse also by following
the market and recommending collections for sule —
under duress. He was responaible for the confiscation

of 151!‘(:(; great storchouses of Northern Ibmopcan art,
the Jaffe, Lugt, and Mannheimer Collections, and
his huml was in divers other aftairs of L,QU al igno-
miny, if lesser importance.

Lllx(} other Linz dnd Goring agents, Mihlmann
did very well for himsell, sending confiscated works
surreptitiously to Munich and Vienna, where they
were placed at auction in his interest. Linz itself
acquired 8 paintings unwittingly through this chan-
nel. He cnjoyed one lurther distinction, that of
being the only official in the Nazi looting machine
to hold high rank in the 8S. His future, thercfore,
will be determined largely by the findings of the
Nuremberg tribunal.

Completing the Hitler art clique was *“Professor”
Heinrich Holl'man, carly Party member (No. 58) and
confidant of the Fithrer. Hoffmann’s influence waned
sharply after 1941 (a fact attributable to Bormann’y

contempt for him). When taken into American cus-.

tody in 1943, he had become a shattered nonentity,
a sodden aleololic. Earlier, he had been Hitler’s

chiel adviser in art matters and had made a consid- -

crable fortune — apart {rom his gainful position as
the official Party photographer — in building up the
Reich Chance h,ry s collection of nineteenth-century
German painting. He held no official post in the Linz
project but, for a briel period, was an ¢ffective mid-
dleman between the Commission and certain German
dealers, especially Frau Dietrich. A letter from Posse
1o Bormann dated January, 1941, implies that Hoff-
mann had scted as intermediary in many of the early
negotiations in Holland. To his Amorican interroga-
tors, it .seemed inconceivable that Hoffmann could
ever have held 5o imposing a position at the Nazi
court; -

5

1&' 1943, with the war turning against Hitler, and
with the exploitation of the occupied countries vir-
tually complete, the tempo of Nazi plunder slackened.
tncaleulnble riches had been secured and were now
pouring into Germany. The material purchased for
Linz was being received and registered at Munich,
in the Fihrerbau, one of the group of colossal build-
ings erected by the Nazis to “dignify” the Party

capital, The more valuable loot, however, was being
stored i safe places fur removed from the urban .
centers. ’

"I'hese repositories, for the most part, were situated

ana-i Jove & Dinwdt Bav 7

- document. of July, 1944,

in thick forests or inaccessible mountain fastnesses.
I'or the Einsatzstab Rosenberg alone, six great estates
were requisitioned, and the loot — brought in by the
trainload — was deposited there from 1941 on. (A
records 20 separate ship-
ments into the Reich during the period between
April, 1941, and December, 1948.) The fabulous
castle of Neuschwanstein, jutting crag-like from the
lower reaches of the Bavarian Alps, he the booty
from I'rance. An island monastery in the middle of
the Chiemsee, the enchanting lake which lies mid-
way between Munich and Salzburg; a former royual

‘ Austrian summer residence in the hills of the Sale-

kammergut; the hunting lodge of the Grand Duke
of Luxembourg in South Bamrm‘ isolated magnifi-
cently in a huge game preserve — these were sec-
ondary caches, illustrating the diversity of the sites
chosen.

Not by the widest stretch of the imagination
would any of the repositories have been subjected
to air attack. First, their very isolation and their
natural camouflage enhanced their immunity. Sec-
ond, they were in themselves “ cultural monuments®
and would have been ignored by Allied bombérs,

Yet hysteria in the Reich Chancellery had become

so intense by the end of 1943 that Hitler ordered a
wholesale evacuation of the repositories in favor of
a still safer refuge. In February, 1944, with snow
blanketing the country, truck convoys began to
move south with their precious cargo, in the direction
of Linz itself. Just east of Salzburg, however, they
turnéd off and began to climb laboriously into the
mountainous region of the Upper Danube. Their
destination was a fourteenth-contury salt mine, high

above the picturesque village of Alt Aussec.

Few undertakings of the war were more painstak-
ing or futile. The road to Aussce climbs over two

Chigh passes, virtually unassailable in the dead of.
winter, With frantic determination to congeal the:
oot in the very carth of the last redoubt, tanks and
even oxen were used where trucks failed to scale the

slippery barrier. Tor thirteen months, through the

“winter and summer of 1944 and into the winter of
1945, t

the convoys limped over the mountains and
left their cargo at the entranee to the mine.

The Steinberg mine is a labyrinth with a single

outlet. A tunnel little more than six fect in height
— g0 that a tall man negotiates it with difficulty -
cuts two kilometers horizontally into the mountain-
side and, winding around, links & serics of mammoth
caverns, from which salt has been mined through the
centurics. A miniature gasoline engine can procced
through the tunnel on narrow-gauge rails at snail’s
pace, hauling a tiny flat car, There is no other access
to the mine’s interior,

“For “Dora” (code name of the sceret deposit)
workmen transformed thése grotesque subterranean
vaults into model storage rooms, fitted with clean
wooden floors and specially constructed racks, de-
humidification equipment, and modern lighting fix-
turcs. Dora was surcly the most f'dntasmc mamf’es—
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tation of the last-ditch Nazi stand. Here, Hitler
planned liweradly to go underground.

In 1944 and 1943, Dora received 6735 old master

paintings, of which 5350 werg destined {or Linz,”

230 drawings, 1039 prints, 95 tapestries, 68 sculp-
tures, 43 cases of objets dlart, and innumerahle
picces of furniture; in addition, 119 cases of books
from Hitler's library in Berlin, and 237 cases
of books for the Linz library. The last convoy ar-
rived at the mine less than a month before V-E Day.

An appropriately dramatie postscript to Opera-
tion Dom was written by Gauleiter Eigruber, who,
ag administrator of the entire Oberdonau region,
was the official ultimately responsible for the contents
of the mine. In 1943,
alarmingly between the Russians, advancing f:om
the southwest, and the Americans, descending on
Chim from the north, Eigruber ordered demolition
charges set throughout the mine. Not merely the
evidence of German plunder, but the priceless ac-

with his ‘province wedged

cumulation of Europce's treasure itself, was to be de-

stroyved at the moment of Allied entry. Eigruber’s
orders were countermanded by the Reich Chancel-
lery, but the advanced chuos of the situation per-
mitted him to ignore headquarters, and he persisted
in his fiendish plan. The Gauleiter fled into the moun-
tainsg before the American advance, taking with
him a select S5 bodyguard.

But the Austrian workmen, who had heen given

specthc instructions for the demolition procedure and

~who had been threatened with a firing. squad for
noncompliance, simply filed out of the mine on hear-

‘

ing that the Americans were approaching. The de-

struction of some ol Europe’s greatest masterpieces
was thus narrowly averted — by the fundamental
deceney of a few simple men.

On entering the mine, the Americans found the
world-famous  vun Eyck Adoretion from Ghent,
the Dirk Bouts altarpiece from Louvain, and the
Michelangelo Madonna from Bruges — among the
greatest national treasuves of Belgium; the paintings
and sculpture from Naples via Monte Cassino, scized
by
entire Rothsehild holdings, from Paris and Vienna,

the Hermann Géring Division; and almost the’
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Everywhere, throughout seven vast caverns, were
the ominous demolition charges, armed and in place,
“yet the loot was unharmed.

Examination of Iitler’s personal library prompted

further speculation on a question which may never

be answered — the true state of the Fithrer's health
at the end. Every word of correspondence read by
Hitler in the closing war years came to him from a
spccidl oversized typewriter. The letters were an
inch high. This startling evidence gives rls(, to the
belief th‘u the Iiihrer, w:th all his other itls, must
have been almost totally blind,

The process of restitution is going well.  Alt
Aussee, although the most important repository, was
not the only one. The contents of the Géring Col-
lection .at Carinhall; for instance, were discovered
in a cave at Berchtosgac en. In the work of tabula-
tion, the Allies actually enumerated over four hun-
dred places of safekeeping throughout Germany, not
all of them, to bé sure, containing loot. Opcration

Dora was reversed by the Amuman Armv and the.

mine has been empticd. From scveral ““Central
Collecting Points” -in the Americun zone, the loot is
being returncd gradually to the countries of origin
— a laborious process involving painstuking rescarch
and careful handling.

Meanwhile, the major Iwmg culprits arc in \I!tcd
custody, awaiting trial -at .the termination of the

Nuremberg proccedings, and the liberated countries
are taking action against thosc of their own nationals

who helped the Germans strip their lands.

-The looting of Furope was not merely an official
and expert operation designed to enrich the Nuzi
state and increase the prestige of Hitler and Géring.
By contributing to the impoverishment of the occu-
pied and satellite countries, and by exalting Germanic

‘art (while banning all liberal work of the last hun-

dred years), the lootmg machine remained within the
framework. of National Socialist philosophy. The
failurc of German arms must not blind us to the

lasting implications of Hitler’s attempt to corrupt
.the culture of Europe and to reduce all art to the

Nazi formula,
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UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMANY'

OFFi1ce oF EconNnoMIC AFFAIRS

MunicH, 31 Aueust 1951,
Froms S. Lane Faison, Jr. ‘
DirecTor, CeNnTRAL COLLECTING POINT

To: Miss ArRDELIA R. HarLL ,
.~ ARTs & MoNumenTs OFFICER -
U. 3. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WasmineTONn, D.C. ’

o SUBMITTEDHEREWITH 18 A STATISTICAL REPORT CONCERNING 26,933
WORKS OF ART TRANGFERRED- FROM AUSTRIAN REPOSITORIES TO THE CENTRAL
CoLLecTinGg PoINT, MunicH, TN 1945/46 aND sUBSEQUENTLY RESTITUTED Ac-
CORDING TO PROVISIONS OF TITLE I8 or Law 59 !

i

THE REPORT MAY BE SUMMAR[ZED.AS'FOLLOWES

"A, lTems RESTITUTEC FRoM CCP, MuNicH, |945 - Summer (949
(CCP cLOSED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER FROM BERLIN)

(See ReporT PP, [=6, )—=m=m=mmmmm—memee—eecam 3,016,

B. ITeEMs TURNED OvVER TO MINISTER PRESIDENT OF BAVARIA
(TrReuHANDSCHAFT) IN 1948/40 As prESUMABLY GERMAN PROP-
erTy, OF THeEse, 78 1Tems (Para C.) WERE RESTITUTED BY
THE U.S. OFFice oF THE CCP MunicH IN 1950/51, anD

JUE 22 1Tems (ParA-D) BY THE TREUHANDSCHAFT IN |949/5I
(SEE RePORT PP, 1013, )mmmmmmmm o maae ————————— 4,576,
E. ITEMS LOOTED AT CCP, MuNICH, ANC SBTILL MISSING,
(REPORT P4 l0, Jmmmmm et m e e -—==66.

F. ITEms TRANSFERRED FRom CCP, MunicH, To CCP, WiessADEN
IN 1949 AND RESTITUTED THERE I949/5I :
(SeE RePORT PP.10=13)mmmm e e 8,339,

G. Items BeLONGING To "AusTrIAN CompLEX" BUT NOT TRANS-
FERRED TC MUNICH BECAUSE LOCATED IN RussiAN ZONE OF

AUSTRATI (THURNTAL) oo mm e e e ——=36,
A TOTAL=m e mm o oo e mmmmmmeeee26,933,

As oF DecemBer 1950, WHEN THE UNDERSIGNED T0OKk OVER A8 DIRECTOR
ofF THE CeENTRAL CoLLecTING PoINT, MUNICH, THERE REMAINED 4 609 1 TEMS
IN THE "AusTRiaN CompLEX" AWAITING DECIGION AS TO WHETHER "10EnTiFIgD"
AS TO OWNERSHIP, OR "UNIDENTIFIED", THIS TOTAL WAS MADE UP CHIEFLY OF
1TeMs IN ParRA B, (TREUMHADNSCHAFT) PLUS A SMALLER NUMBER OF ITEMS AT THE
CenTRAL CoLLECTING PoiInT, WiesBaDeEN. As oF THE END oF Jury 1951, 37l
1Tems IN THE WIESBADEN LOT WERE JUDGED UNIDENTIFIED AS TO OWNERSHIP;
THEY WERE, THEREFORE, TRANSFERRED TO MUNICH FOR INCLUSION IN THE SHIP-
MENT OF UNIDENTIFIED WORKS OF ART FROM MUNICH To USFA AUTHORITIES IN
SALZBURG, THE SHIPMENT PREPARED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMGUS/USFA ‘AGREEMENTS
oF 1945/L6, As THEse 37| 1TEms FROM WIESBADEN ARE NOT INCLUCED IN THE
ATTACHED REPORT, THEY SHOULD, BE ADDED TO THE ToTaL ofF 26,933 1Tems, To

[ . Loa
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.

MAKE A GRANC TOTAL OF 27,304 17ems In THE "AusTRian Comprex."

OF THeE 4,609 1TEMs AWAITING IDENTIFiCATION IN DECEMBER 1950,
A ToTAL OF 3,639 items (79%) WERE IDENTIFIE D AS TO WONERSHIP PRIOR
TO THE TERMINATION OF THE U.S. OfFFice ATt CCP,MuNiCH, o~ 3] AueusT 1951,
THE REMAINDER OF 970 ITEMS REPRESENTS APPROXIMATELY 5@ PERCENT OF THE
GRAND TOTAL OF 27,304 i17ems IN THE "AusTRIAN COMPLEX.“

- THese 970 1T7ems wzas'couuzcreo IN THE EasT GALLERY, GROUND FLOOR,
oF THE CCP, MuNiCH, AND WERE IN PROCESS GOF BEING PACKED WHEN THE 8H{P=
MENT WAS CALLED oFF By HICOG, FRANKFURT, PENDING DISCUBEION BETWEEN
HICOG, tHe LAND ComMmissiONER OF BAVARIA AND THE MINISTER PRESIDENT OF
BAVARIA, ABOUT HALF OF THE ITEMS HAD BEEN PACKED IN 57 CASES, AND THE
AEMA | BDER. HAD BEEN ARRANGED ACCORDING TO S1ZE., IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT
50 MORE CASES WOULD BE REQUIRED AND THAT THE PACKING COULD BE COMPLETED
IN 5 WORKING DAYS, ASSUMING THAT THE LUMBER SHORTAGE, WHICH DEVELOPED AT
JUST | THE MOMENT THE THE SHIPMENT WAS CALLED OFF, COULD BE TAKEN CARE OF
By THE U.S. ARMY ENGINEERS, WHO WERE IN CHARGE OF THE PACKING AND CRATING.
THE RAIL TRANSPORTATION SECTION OF MuNicH MILITARY POBT HAD MADE ALL AR-
RANGEMENTS FOR SHIPMENT .BY THE MILITARY TRAIN, "Mozart", FrOM MuNicH TO
SALZBURG} THE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE RENEWED ON SHORT NOTICE, MeanTIME, THE
9070 iTEMS, BOTH PACKED AND UNPACKED, ARE IN THE EAST EXHIBITION GALLERY
UNDER SPECIAL STATE DEPARTMENT LOCK. THE KEY- 1858 MAINTAINED. By Mr. KoR1skKo,
SscunaTv OFrFicer To THE LanD CommiES81ONER OF BAVARIA, WHERE IT CAN BE CALLED
FOR 8y DR. BREITENBACH OR HERR VON ScHmioT, OFFICE oF PusLtc ArrFairs, HICOG,
FRAeruRT. DrR. BreiTEnBACH'S OFFICE HAS ASSUMED RESIDEUAL FUNCTIONS OF THE
CCPs oF 80TH WIESBADEN AND MUNICH,

IT 18 GREATLY REGRETTED BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT EVENTS MADE IT [MPOSS-
IBLE FOR HIM TO COMPLETE THE SHIPMENT TO SALZBURG PRIOR To SEPTEMBER IsT, '
WHEN 'HE HAD TO LEAVE MunicH fFOR THE U.S., Dr. BRelITENBACH AND HERR VON SCHMIDT
ARE, HOWEVER, FULLY INFORMED.,

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,
(s) S. LANE EAISON, JR.

S, LaNe Faison, JR,
DirecTor, CCP, MunicH.

ABA ] Coisovh
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'OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT
FOR GREATER HESSE
. ) : : Economics Division ’
e \ Restitution Branch . EPL/1s

—~—

, - | “ AP0 633
- o 3o Dec 46
ED 387.6 RES

Mr. Thomas Carr Howe, Jr.
Direetor

- California Palace of the Legion of Honor
San Prancisco, California

Dear Tom:

I have read Ted's copy of "Castles and Szaltmines" with an
interest that did not once droop or declineja few minor irritations,
such as the references to "Walter" Hancock and the Essen Madonna
belonging to Metz; an assortment of major delights, the obliguely .
scurrilous elimination of Jimsy, for example; and two objections,

The first obgectlon is, that in spite of the stimulus the
book may well give, it is one more grenade in the arsenal of |
“those who, contrary to the efforts and convictions, not only af
all the MPA&A Officers, whilom and current, but intelligently .
concerned commoisseurs evergywhere, remain persuaded that loot
and restitution are the only reasons for the existence of the
program. No one will gainsay that the restoration of works of
art to:their owners is important; the box-cars laden with Dirck
Bouts and trucks full of tapestries wending their way back to
Allied capitals, where they are received with great brou-ha-ha
and the distribution of trinkets to bystanders, have garnered
reams of publicity and considerable international cordiality,

But they were, are, and will not be the orlglnal and lasting
aim. A

- The seoond objection concerns your quite accurate, but
- unrounded portrait of myself which, when set along side the
others’'in the gallery, does me credit and justice in many re~
spects but, by implication, will also have its prejudicial effects.
" The topﬂc is an unbecoming one to write about, for it opens me
to the charge of disappointed conceit. But. I shall try to . ex-
plain what I mean, not so much as a reproof, but as a caution
for the future if a2t some time you again have the occasion to
write thumbnail sketches without a miniaturist's detail, The

ARA | Faaser



~ better (in quantlty as well as quallty) part of your para-
graph sums me up as "brilliant and unpredictable." The pre-

// cision of these epithets is moot: the "brilliant" may or may not

/ be true, and the "unpredictable" is certalnly not, at least

‘ to anyone who knows me well .enough to'know also that I act with
rigid consistency according to unconventional rules which are
either too demanding or: too aﬁ&ruse for the mentalities of Mason
Hammond and Edwin Rae., Taken together, they reenforce a super-
ficial but enduring legend that, for one who wants eventually |
to return to academic life, is in;;u:mouso The allusions to my
talents as a poetaster, to my comparatively short tour of duty
with the inactivated Fifteenth Army (which repeat O'Donnell’s
cont;&ptlble phrase about the"'paper' army", ignoring the
superative achievements of this unit -in the Rhineland), and
to my disreputable habit of telephoning you whenever a new
verse was concocted, produce the clear and unfortunate impres-
sion that two and a half years of very hard work were glost
entirely filled with frivol, fribble, and flippancy. Gracious
words about the plans for foenbach are hardly a counteractive,
gince the plans were carried out entirely by other people who,
on reading that sentence, would be understandably piqued at the
inference that the operation of the Depot was due solely to me,
In short, the proflle is one more edition of the myth of a
mercurlal misanthrope who, were he such, would have returned
to his role of campus character fifteen minutes after the
armistice was announced. The few outstanding things I did:
ramming through the Pirst. Army discretionary authority for
protection of monuments; the bomb-damage survey for Webb and
Woolley upon which all further plans were based; the acqui-
sition of materials for Bonn, Bruehl, Cologne, and Neuss; the
original and uncensored General Board report; and the Frank-
furt survey, are not mentioned - and continue, g§perally, to
remain unknown. If, ‘on the other hand, you were Ied - as I am
sure you were - by niceness of feeling and a prudent—desire +to
protect, not to comnect me with the Wiesbaden Manifesto, that
is the one thing which might do me tangible harm which I am
willing to stand behind for the rest of my life and would wele—

. come as an individual. reSpon81b111ty. That document was not "drafted"

- it was written of a piece, and, despite the highfalutin'
Jeffersonian diction, it was ertten by your fretful but still
mordantly pleased

aAA/Faison



P | Loete. A }‘rc.. Retlto
Flower in .the cranniedkwall,

There is so much to tell beginning anywhere will always be in the

- the middle. ‘No point either in_trying to arrange things chronologically:
emphasis on the chronos will be at the expense of the logos, so I shall
just sit here and peck away, like & biddy among the corn, and hope for
a general effect. We have had music such as you, surrounded by ivy,
the Present Day Club, and the steam-heated bohemianism of IMcCarter, will °
never hep¥: 2 week of privately arrenged concerts in which all the Brahms,
Beethoven, and Schubert trios were yplayed - not beczuse they were asked,
but because they wanted to - by Taschner, Hoelscher, and & grumpy old
maribou who, even at the piano in thre dark, acted as if he were conduc-
ting & Festspielorchdter, by the name of Wilhelm Ftirtwiingler. Then
Yorey turned up, stumbling, four hours late and grey with fatigue, from
a flap-winged ATC transport. He came to arrange the shipment of the
Art Historical Institute and Archaeological Institute libraries back to
Florence and Rome, respectively. Having been frustrated for months by
Berlin and the State Department, he thoughlit wcould only be the first of
at least a dozen such frightful journeys. Fortunately, Hennessy the
transportation man now owes me a favor for having diddled the French out
of seventy-five thousand spare parts which ought by all standards to be
restituted,,K soc he fixed up the matter of box=-cars, bills of lading,
guards, and: a route in ten minutes conversation. The 0ld an was speech-
less with suwprise and gratification, and spent the rest of his time
in the CCP fondling ivories, looking at Fulda mss, being mothered by
wdith, and getting blotto at Barbara White's wedding at Xronberg. I
went off te Amsterdam and Brussels on a privately cooked up deal, ten-
dered as & reward by Stewart for a staff study on & preorposed reorganiza-
tion of the Iand. It was six wild days of exhibitions Ztapestries at
tre Rijksmuseum, Mondriaan at the Stedelyk, Van Gogh at the Palais de
Beaux Arts), food and drink (everywhere), and hilarious conversation
(at the Merodes and the Baillet-Izatours, the latter a recent addition
to our list, very rich and witty and hospitable and a widow). I shall
be taking off for Rome at the end of the week, ostensibly to supervise
the shiprment but actually to put before iforey a prorosal for the return
of 202 via very high means, which may work. Don't you BRIATI it. ean-
while, we have had a pretty brawl with Major Winkler about billetting,
with a smoking exchange of buckslips in which he, needless to say, be-
tween Ted &nd myself, came out rather sorrily. We stay where we are,
alone. Stewart has resigned, finally: dcombination.of overwork, villainy
on the part of his wife, who must be a resolute bitch, -and knives-in-the
bzck. ‘We are managing to keep Edith until the Stuttgart job comes through
by the not very attractive expedient of making her Director of the Cffen-
bach Archival Depot. BRBerlin fumbles along, alternating between herpes
zcster and paralysis agitans: WHAT a basket of crayfish! 1In spite of
21l their yammer abiut being cut; they have brought over Lermann-Haupt
2s & successor to The 0ld Neckpiece, to reconsEtitute German museum
vrersonnel. And the clerical help gets gaudier and gaudier. NMNolly Re-
garls mother and father bonored us with a visit, mama a formidably Hokin-
sonian squaw in a bunkerful of junk jewelry and a hat that only Queen
Mary would dare. Standing on the corner by the Landeshzus, waiting for
a taxi, she became the acmired focus of & number of passers-by, wno
haven't seen so¢ much flesh on the hoff since the last aurochs was slain-
in the Taunus, and she took off her silver fox scarf and wadved it at
them and said "SHOO!", which, as can be imagined, only made matters
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»¥e &re planning to hoist the attendance at the CCP by putting on
& show of 19th century German painting - everybody from Acrenbnck to
Zilpenhaft, with hectares of Schrnorr von Carclsfeld and everything lousy
we can beg, borrow or steal. The difficulty is in writing thre catalogue:
if we do it seriously, the Germans will think we are being SuTGOﬂlC, if-
we make & joke of it, dellars to doughnuts .they will swzllow every line,
UYelzinger has now become so deferential that to hang an exhibition like -
that mizht brirg out-all his atavistic kunstwissensch waftliche Tendezen
~end undo the’ labor of a yeur. But 1t v’311 be worth 1t, JUSt to see the
reviews. ,
vou should heve heard 1 lorey on the Qoberts ‘Commission. ,He is a
thorougbly disillusioned man,. I do not mean to say that e is bitter -
ar from it. 3ut he no longer trinks in terms of Hvangelist portraits,
\\a new drawer in the Irdex, and tfe putative sister of Charlexagne. e
- takes, I mey say, a dim view of people who:go running back to Princetcnian
security when they cculd be hendling tﬁings over here. After seeing a
blurb of Cruck's in @ recent letter to Icdith anent a "qualitative index
of industrial art", I find myself wondering vtrat the hell you pecyple
think art 1s ell about.  Ch, well.....you doubtless have your compensa-
tions. -And that is art, of a sort, even though the frame gets out of
¢ate in a perishing hurry._ Don't mind me - I'm just soured.

A prlavlat down in Lucerne

Years a cod-piece made out of an urn,
“With hendles, a stand,

fwo spouts, and & grand '
Little alcohol lamp trat will BURN!

A scoutmaster; up in Tstes DPark

S&id, "Those weren't fl”@fllPS after dark -
"I started to Jerk it,

Wrieh caused a short circuit

And made all the boys' festeq spark

"wWal, I swanl' said a Latter Lay Leda,
unllﬁhtenea by Bullflnch's reaaer,
"These dormant old lMormons

Oug%*fa rave enough. hormones

To. encourage a gall poultry breeder‘"

¥
]

R : . ) Love,

R ErL.
02./ | W /m) |
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CenTrAL CoLLECTING PoiINT . .
Lanoesmuseum - Wicssapen |6,

FrRioay, 20 ApriL 1951,

Dear AmrpELIAS

As TiMe MARCHES ON ~ WHICH IT I8 DOING AT A TERRIFYING pACE =
( | BECOME MORE AND MORE TOLERANT OF THE LONG LAPEES WHICH SEPARATED
: Levreras FRom Teol | MAVE ACCUMULATED A NUMBER OF THINGS TO. "vaLk"
TO YOU ABOUT} AND.OF COURSE FIRST PRIORITY BELONGS TO THE MATTER YOU
BPEAK OF IN THE FIRST PARAGRAPH OF YOUR LETTER OF MARCH 20TH,

IN JANUARY A PAPER WAB INTRODUCED IN COMMITTEE AT BonN (IN RzPLY

TO THE ADENAUER PROPOSBAL OF APRIL 12, 1950) REQUESTING THE ESTABLIBHMENT

OF THE NECEBSARY LEGISLATION (ON THE PART OF THE GERMANS) (N CONNECTION

WITH CONMNUATIONOF RESTITUTION - ‘ETC. IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, THIS WAS THE BE-.

GINNING OF THE PROCESS OF TURNING OVER CULTURAL RESTITUTION TO THE GER-

MANE - CONTNGENT¥ UPON CERTAIN CLEARLY DEFINED CONDITIONS. | HAVE LEARNED

THAT RoSE VALLAND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN GETTING THIS THING UNDER WAY MONTHS

AGD, WeLL, AFTER MUCH BACKING AND FILLING AND wAiT|Ne ror ISG reacTiON

THE PAPER WAS BHELVED — THE COMMENT OF THE COMMITTEE IN BonN (OUR REPRESEN-
TATIVE WAS HerBerT SoRrTER oF BiLL DaniELs' OFFICE - WHO, LET ME ADD PAREN-
YHETICALLY,!S AN EXCEEDINGLY BERIOUS AND co~scts~rtous FELLOW. | xnow THAT

Tep HMAD A HI'GH REGARD FOR: HlM) BEING THAT THE "TIMING WAS NOT YET RIGHT" -

THOSE WORDB WHICH ONE HEARB AD NAUBEAM! A WORKING PARTY CONBISTING OF RosE

V. For THE FRENnCH, HowELL-JONES FOR THE BriTISH, AND TCH FOrR THE U.S. was
PROPOBED IN THE SHELVED PAPER, EVER SINCE IT WAS INTRODUCED INTO COMMITTEE

| HAVE BEEN ENDEAVORING — AIDED AND ABETTED BY Rose - TO GET THE WORKING PARTY
TOGETHER, UNFORTUNATELY HoweLL~JONES kNOWS NOTHING (AND CARE LESS) ABOUT cuL—
TURAL RESTITUTION, HE WAS TO HAVE CALLED THE COMMITTEE TOGETHER on ApriL 16

(1T BEING THE MONTH FOR THE BRITISH,IN ROTATION, TO TAKE THE lNlTIATlVE) i
"LANE AND | HAD SEVERAL LENGRRYEBE S8ESBSIONS WITH RosE ABouT THig., WELL, wWHEN

LANe ane | were 1N BerLin A week AGo (oN ThE llvw AnND 12TH To BE ExAcT) Rose
‘WAS IN A LATHERS$ HOWELL-JONES HAD BLANDLY INFORMED HER THAT THERE WAS NO REAS-
ONK FOR HAVING A MEETING, SINCE TECHNICALLY THE PAPER HAD BEEN P|GEON=HOLED.
LANE AND Rose AND | were Yo HAVE MET wiTH Howetit<JoneEs IN BonNn oN MONDAY OF

THIS WEEK, |T WAS MY HOPE THAT, BINCE HE I8 ONLY A RESTITUTION MAN =~ AND NOT
CULTURAL RESTITUTION =—— HE WOULD HAVE THE GOOD BENBE TO CALL IN ALTHEA WEST-
LAND. (SHE IS BACK IN THE BRITIBH ZOoNE, BUT NO LONGER WiTH CULTURAL MATTERS, BKX
SINCE' THE BRITI8H CLOBED ouT IN Decemser). UPON MY RETURN ‘FROM BERLIN =1 was
IN AMSTERDAM ON RESTITUTION MATTERS OVER THE WEEKEND - | TeLepHoneD HoweLL-
JONES AND IN THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION SAID THAT | wouLD BE GLAD 1F HE .
FELT THAT MRS, WESTLAND MIGHT BE CALLED IN FOR OUR MEETING (| INBISTED ON
HOLDING IT = AND THE DATE BET 18 May |ar) In WiespabeEN, He wﬁgrgutrs EMPHATIC
IN STATING THAT THERE WAS NO POINT IN HER BEING HERE AS 8HE WABA'COMPETENT'
TO 8PEAK = MEANING BY THAT THAT BHE WAS NOT A MEMBER OF THE WORKING PARTY! .
| FOUND THIS EXASPERATING =~ BUT NATURALLY CAN DO NOTHING ABOUT IT., FORTUNATE- i
LY MAY 18 OUR MONTH, 80 IT 1S MY POWER TO CALL THE MEETING, THIS IS A LONG
PREAMBLE TO WHAT | WANT TO GET AT -~ NAMELY, THE LETTER WHICH HAS BEEN 8ENT TO
ADENAUER, PROPBSING THE UNILATERAL ARRANGEMENT, THIS IS QUITE A 8TORYS$ THE

PAPER REFERRED TO ABOVE TOOK NOTICE OF THE FACT THAT IT WILL TAKE MONTHS AND
MONTHS TO ENACT THE NECESSARY PERMANENT LEGISLATION AT BONN CONCERNING REST|=
TUON} ' BUT 1T POINTED OUT THAT THAT NEED NOT STAND IN THE WAY OF PROGREBS BEING
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E - y - 8ET UP
MADE TOWARD THE MAIN GOAL d l.E. QRADUALLY GETTING THE GERMAN MACHINERY/FOR

" UNINTERRUPTED CONINUANCE OF CULTURAL RESBTITUTION ALONG THE WELL~ESTABLIBSHED

PROCEDURES AND CONCEPT8., WHEN THAT PAPER QOT STUCK - OWING TO THE TIMING NOT

BEING RIGHT = BiLL REDRAFTED THE LETTER (| ENcLOBE A corY). THE FIRST DRART

WAS DIBCUSBSED THOROUGHLY WKXW SATTLER, HEYDENREICH, ReBExXKXWME LANE AND ME IN
MuNicHe | DiD .NoT 8HOW 1T To ROSBE - BUT WE TALKED OVER THE CONTENTS AND 8HE

- INFORMED UB THAT NO UNILATERAL PLAN COULD BE CONBIDERED - THAT (T WOULD HAVE

TO BE TRIPARTITE, | CHECKED ON THIS wWiTH BiLL, EVEN THOUGH | WMB REASONABLY BURE
THAT HE WOULD HARDLY BUBMIT A PROPOSAL FOR McCLOY'S SIGNATUR: WHICH WAS NOT CON=
BIBSTENT WITH NORMAL PROCEDURES AND IN CONTRADITION TO EXISTING AGREEMENTS. A WEEK
AGo SATTher wAS. HERE (ADENAUER IN His APRIL 2, 195Q8LETTER (PROPOBED SATTLER AS
PRESiDENT*OF THE FUTURE -GERMAN cOMMITTEE) AND I TOOK ‘HIM OVER To~8EE Brii. BriLi
AT THAT TIME SHOWED ME THE FINAL DRAFT OF THE LETTER, |T HAD. SUSTAINED A NUMBER OF
CHANGES {WHICH, LET ME OBSERVE .IN PABSING, HAD BEEN MADE WiTHOUT CONBULTING EITHER
LAng oR ME. | BELIEVE IT WOULD WAVE BEEN BETTER |F WE HAD BEIN CONBULTED BEFORE

‘THE CHANGES HMAD BEEN MADE} BUT, DE THAT AS IT MAY, BOTH SATTLER AND | POINTED oOUT

THE FACT. THAT THE LETTER OF APRIL brn DOES NOT MAKE SUFFICIENTLY SPEClFlC PRQw
VISION FOR THE BerLiN THINGE, | WISH YOU WOULD LET ME HAVE  YOUR REACTION TO THIS,
BiLL 8A1D THAT THE LETTER CAN BE INTERPBBTBD TO MEAN THAT WE DO NOT WANT THE. Fepw—
ERAL GOV T. TO DO ANYTHINQ |MPROPER ABOUT THE Beruin THINGS. SATTLER AND | BoTH
OUESTION WHETHER THIS 18 BUFFICIENT BAFEGUARD, BILL WENT ON TO BAY THAT (T WASB
ADVIBABLE TO LET THE LETTER GO THROUGH IN ITS PRESENT FORM (FOR REABONE OF £ X
PEDIENCY) AND SATTLER ADMITTED THAT THE REPLY WHICH THIS ;ETTER Wi Ll PRODUCE

CAN . INCORPORATE MORE BPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE BERLIN THINGE, HE PERSONALLY WOULD
WELCOME A CLEARCUT STATEMENT FROM UB WHICH WILL LEAVE NO AMBIGUITY AGE XNWR TO WHAT

WE DESIRE ABOUT THE BAFEGUARDING OF THE BERLIN coLLECTIONS. (MORE OF THAT PRiBENYL),

(CONTINUED AFTER LONG INTERRUPTION) ~ MonDAY, 2B ApriL (951,

ANENT THE BERLIN THINGS = wHEN | 8AY "wHAT we DESIRE" | REFER TO.THE CONTINUATION
OF THE PREBENT ARRANGEMENT WITH THE HESSIANB AS CUBTODIANS =- WHICH IS WHATK THE
PROPOSED GERMAN COMMITTEE (wxra SATTLER AB PRESIDENT ) ARDENTLY WigH, BUT THEY WANT

THE BTRENGTH WHICH OUR (BRlT!SH - Frencw - U,3.) exeressed WIBHES WILL PROVIDE.

So FAR AS THE CLOBING OF THE CCP WIESBADEN 15 CONCERNED — AND THIS 18 FOR YOUR PRI~
VATE EAR = THE IDEA OF CLOGSING IT WITHIN FOUR TO 61X WEEKS 18 FRANKLY RATHER A HAL~-
CYON NOTION OF BiLL'8 THAN AN ANTICIPATED FACT. NEVERTHELESS, THE PRESENT PICTURE,
80 FAR A8 OUR ACTUAL HOLDINGS ARE CONCERNED,I8 A FAIRLY BRIGHT ONE. WE DO NOT HAVE

" THE PROBLEM WHICH LANE HAB OF EXTENSIVE BCREENING, QURS 18 RATHER THE PROBLEM OF

FIGURING OUT WHAT TO DO WITH MATERIAL WHICH APPEARS TO 8E HOMELEBS AND WILL BE HOMEK:
LEBS FOR AN INDETERMINATE TIME, FORTUNATELY, THROUGH INFORMAT!ON RECEIVED FROM YOU
IN THE FORM 0D Deer . CABLES, WE NOW HAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO COVER THE CATEGOR|EE }N—
voLveED, 'IT 18 ONLY THE PROBLEM OF THE ACTUAL.PROCESSING OF THE RECE|IPTSB ETC., WHICH
WILL TAKE THE TIME -~ AND FOUR TO 81X’ WEEKB I8 TOO oPTIMISTIC AN ESTIMATE, BILL

WAS BEEN 80 DIBTURBED ABOUT THE MUNICH SITUATION = 1.E. THE FACT THAT LANE (qurTe

PROPERLY) INSIBTS ON [DOING THE SCREENING JOB DOWN THERE THOROUGHLY AND NOT JUST 'US-
ING A "RuLe oF THums" (as BiLL proPosep). By"ruLe oF Trums" | mean APPLYING A GIVEN

TEBT TO BEVERAL DIFFERENT CABES (PICTURES) LANE RIGHTLY 8AYS THAT vou can'T goLve

THE PROBLEMS 80 EASILY, EACH ONE REQUIRES INDIVIDUAL INVESTIGATION, BILL AUTHORIZED
EMPLOYING SEVERAL DEALERS WHOM LANE WANTED TO INTERROGATE, FOR BXAMPLE, THERE ARE
THREE OR FOUR (MAYBE AS MANY A8 8IX) SUCH PERSONS WHO MAVE VALUABLE BACKGROUND IN-
FORMATION, |T 1S ONE THING TO WRITE THEM AND ASK THEM PROVIDE DATA == QUITE ANOTHER
TO BAY THAT FOR A CERTAIN FEE WE EXPECT THEM TO COOPERATE. THAT 15 NOW BE|NG DONE
AND |IT HAS BPEEDED UP THE BCREENING, BESIDES THAT HERR VoN ScHMIDT AND | HAVE BEEN
IN MUNICH AND HeERr von S, (WHAT A PREASURE HE Is!) MADE A FEW SUSBESTIONS AB TO

©
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ROX INE OFFICE PROCEDURE WHICH HAS .BERVED TO ACCELERATE THEWX WORK BEING DONE
BY LANE'S STAFF OF IDENTIFIERS AND INVESTIGATORS, THUS WE PLY BACK AND FORTH BE~
TWEEN HERE AND MUNICH = 80 OFTEN SOMETIMES THAT | FEEL THAT | AM MEETING MYBELF ON
| THE WAy Back! HOWEVER, THE ENERGY SPENT 18 WELL SPENT AND WE ARE PERCOLATING PROPERLY
Y =1F NOT A8 ATOMICALLY As BILL WOULD PERHAPS LIKE! PersonaLLY, | Berieve THAT Bioo
"NILL NOT BE HABTY -~ MY REASON FOR SAYING THIS 16 THAT ONE OR TWO REMARKS FROM HIM IN
THE PAST FEW DAYS INDICATEE THAT HE MUST HAVE RECEIVED WN INQUIRY FROM ALEX KIEFER .OR
SOMEONE ELBE IN WASHlNGTON AS TO WHAT THIS NEW PROPOSAL (ENCLOSED LETTER) IS ALL ABOUT,

Now THAT. THE AUSTRIAN COMPLEX I8 NEARING cOoMPLETION (LANE's BABY), WouLD IT NOT

BE DEBIRABLE TO BRING UP THE QUESTION OF THE PROPERTIES OF KASSEL, KieL AnpD Liseck
WHICH ARE BTILL BEING HELD IN AUBTRAI, | TALKED THIS OVER WiITH BILL AND KE MADE THE .
FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS THAT | DRAFT A GABLE TO THE DeparRTMENT (WHICH | ABBUME MEANS
ONE ARCELIA HALL) PROPOSING THAT nanxxnxxgxnx AUBTRIAN RESTITUTION l§9£EARING cCoM~
PLETION AND;WE WiLL HAVE MATERIAL TO S8END BACK TO THEM¥ IN THE NEAR FUTURE, WOULD IT
NOT BE DESIRABLE TO REQUEST THE AUSTRIANS TO TAKE STEPS TO RETURN THE KasseL, LUseck
AND KIEL PROPERTIES. IN THIS CONNECTION, | AM SENDING HEREWITH PHOTOCOPIES OF THE
FILES WE HAVE ON THIS BUBJECT. AS YOU WILL SEE, THERE APPEARS TO BE B8OME 85-00 I1TeEMS
From KasseEL (THIs INcLUDES 5 Rusens,§ Van Dvcks, AND 4 ReMBRANDTS © TO MENTION THE
MORE NOTABLE ITEMS), IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF 300 FroM LUBEck, AND SOMETHING LIKE

- 85 FroM KIEL. THIS I8 A MATTER VERY DEAR TO GERMAN HEARTS, HEYDENREICH IN OUR LAST
MEETING BROUGHT UP THIS SUBJECT. WILL YOU LET HAVE YOUR IDEA8 ON THIS?

‘ | HoPE THAT | HAVE TOUCHED UPON THE MAIN POINTS = SAVE ONE$ THE BERLIN PECTURES,
AFTER AN EXTENSION FROM JANUARY [sT To ApreL, IsT, THE FeEperaL Giv'T HAS FORMALLY DE=-
MANEDED THE RETURN OF THE PAINTINGS To WiessaDeEN. No AcTion FRom BERLIN. MUCH REACTION
on THE GErMAN RADIO — FOR EXAMPLE, REUTHER HAS BEEN QUOTED AE PRONOUNCING DRAMATICALLY
THAT 80 LONGAS HE LIVES THOSE PICTURES WILL NOT LEAVE BerLINL IN CONNECTION wWITH THIS

| ENCLOSE COPIES OF ARTICLES FROM THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN AND THE Lonoon Times. Borw
WERE FORVARDED TO ME BY ALTHEA WeEsTLAND., WHEN | TALKED TO HER THE OTHER DAY — LAST WEEK=
SHE ASKED ME IF | n#&D A"prigate LINgE"To WAsHINGTON, WHEN | sAID | DID, BHE 8AID SHE
HorPED |'D MAKE USE OF IT ANENT THE BERLIN THINGS. SO | DO 80, A SPECIAL FACET OF THE
BERLIN PROBLEM 18 THE MATERIAL WHICH BELONGS TO THE Kataer FRIEDRICH KunsY VEREIN —-
THE PRESENT BERLIN SHOW CONTAINS 8 PAINTINGS GND 5 BCULPTURES WHICH BELONG TO THE
Verein (Nos.17,27,55,60,62102430,1%2; anp Nos.15, 17, 19, 20, 2| - THESE LAST FIVE
BEING THE BCULPTURES), | MAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO GIVE AN APPOINTMENT TO THE ATTORNEY

FOR THE KunsT VeErein (THE MAN FROM BERLIN WHO REPRZBENTS THE VEREIN WANTS TO COME

powN FrROM BERLIN) To DiIscuss THE MATTER, | TALKED To BILL AND TOLD HIM THAT | sAw NO
POINT IN SO DOING SINCE WE HAVE NOT CHANGED OUR ATTITUDE ABOUY THESE THINGS -~ TED
HAVING WRITTEN AT LENGTH ON THE SUBJECT MONTHS AGO, | BELIEVE THAT THE 1BSUE INVOLVES
A TOTAL OF 63 THINGS WHICH THE VEREIN OWNE = |.E. THINGS BOUGHT wiTH VEREIN MONEY. AND
Ag | UNCERBTAND 1T, THESE THINGS ARE THE PROPERTY OF THE VEREIN — NOY THE Museums.
Don'y You AGREE THAT WE BHOULD NOT LEND AN EAR TO THE HOLLERINGS OF THE VEREIN PEOPLET
TuaT was Tep's STAND IN THE MATTER, (l CIDENTALLY, THE LOCAL VEREIN ATTORNEY - IE&.
WiESBADEN NOT BERLINY = 18 A VERY OBJECTlONABLE LeTr wHom | Do NOT cARE TO TANGLE wiTH!

I AM SURE THAT NOT ALL LATVIANS ARE LIKE HIM. AT ANY RATE | HoOPE NOT, )

SPRING HAS COME To WIESBADEN = AT LONG LABT — AND HOW WONDERFUL IT 18 HEREL 1 was
YESTERDAY AT WOLFSGARTEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER. IN THE P.M. WE TOOK A DRIVE‘TOWARD THE
ODENWALD TO.8EE THE SPRING BLOSSOMS — REMINDED ME OF "BLOSSOM SUNDAY" IN THE SANTA
CLARA VAULEY IN CALIFORNIAL | STILL HOPE THAT BOMETHING MUTUALLY.SAT|SFACTORY RE-
cfgpjmc RoME WILL EVOLVE - UNTIL THEN | BHALL REMAIN DISCREETLY SJLENTS

WITH BEXT GREETINGS,

Tromas C., Howe, Jr, . 119945
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Q“tﬂarch 10,‘1951

Mr’;S.u. Faison T o
‘Munich Central Collecting‘?oint
\. OLCB .- AFQ 407 a

c/o Postwastar,

Debz Lane,

o I L¢V5 vours of February 20 and\TomAg pggnizioent;ayiatla precip-ng
itatﬁa by my 1aﬂt. He will : get the.long :letter this.tice, in,view of
the nuaber of new guestions he nas.raised end will probably send you a
copy, 8o [ will confine this to the question.of .the Linz films.

I enn't glve you much help on this question, pecause I never
actus’ly saw eny of the famous film myself and didn't know until you
mentionsd 1% thet = 32t of »rints had been made..from.it., . Untfl.it wes
brought to wy uttﬂ"tion qqfrt43 bafore your errival that tne filus were
alléguedly in the ssfe in Steve's Amerike Haus oftice, I was always.under
the ispreacion that the films, froa the time of the 1349 turnover, were
in cuetody of sither Dr. Hoffmenn or Dr. Hasrg<Fischar, because iiiss
fober was supoosed to heve bgen working on thea for some tise alterwerd.

I belleve that Edger Breiténb&ch consulted them et the time he was
advlsing on 3robLens »onnﬂctﬂﬂ wlth the turnover and he may Ls uble to
recail ecournte details. At tho time I discovered tae absence'.of the
fiims, Huns lng wes in America and aj his return wes alwmosi sluaitancous
with your arrivsl I naturally could do npthing further about it. ¥ae
very oftsn from “iesbaden ra&peetad information based on the [ilus right
ugp to the tlme of my departure, and ueneraLly got the answary we nesded,
'though it 18 perhaps posaible that this inforsation had previously been
transierred from the filme to the property cards and therefore didu't
necesait&te reference to the fllms themselves. fHerr voun Schmidi cen
undoubtedly recall very accurately the details of theéss consultations,
whicx wore mostly made by him to Dr. Hoffmann.

(

- You can determine locally whether there would Ve any point in ques--
tioning the girl who got involved with Topic and now lives in Cologne.
There is a remote posalbility that she might in pique. have concealed the
films. The three people on our side who should ¥now most about tiaem in
recent yesrs are Munson, Breltenbach and Stuart Leonard. I aa certein
they were intact when Stuart left. Edgur must be very well acquainted
with the whole history. 4s I never had any personal meetings with the
Austrian contingent I can't profitably speculate on whether suspicion
should fall in that direction, but I am inclined to think in view of the

%1ld inaccuracy of thelr démerches to Washington that they could not have
haa poasesgsion of any documentetion 80 detailed es the {ilms.

I hepiteste to make unxind remarks sbout SteVe but, unle 8 thew,>
Germen neighbors around the corner of the balcony are lying, they were

l
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extremsly positive in stating to me thut he had transterrsd the whole
set of ‘negatives to his Amerika Haus office for safe-kesping. iis.
secretary, Miss Wiesmllller, is not only the most knowledgeable about
the whole history of the Munich Collecting Point but is I believe scrup-
ulously honest, If you haven't elready talked with har on this subject,

it uou;d‘ba’adviaabla *o dq 89 ..

. “IL am senaxné & copy of; this to Tom to spare you the effort of
havin& ‘to dupilcate it ali.

e }ranal vigwgenstein, who- is a very faithful correspondent writes
that he has very much enjoyed you and Jody although he fesrs you got s
bed impreasion when he caved in at’ the Pasching ‘rty“when he was coning

mmnumnfm.;ﬁ
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CENTRAL, COLLECTING POINT o
NUN ICH ’ , ,

Arcis Stragsg, 10,

, : '5 ApriL 195}.

Migss AroeLi1A HaLL ‘

DePARTMENT OF STATE ‘

I77% PenNnNsYLVaNtA Ave,,

WasHineTOon 28, D, C. (via T, C, Howe, CCP, WicsBaDEN)

Dear ARDELIAS

THERE WAS A Q00D MEETING HERE FRIDAY, MarcH |67Hs BiLL DanieLs, SATTLER,
HevoENREICH, HoFFmann, AND |. OQuT OF IT CAME BOME PROBLEMS.

(1) AUSTRIA - THe"AusTRiIAN comPLEX"|TEMS COMPRIBE THE BIG MAJORITY OF

THINGS YET TO BE PROCESSED, WE HAVE 80 FAR IDENTIFIED NOT MORE THAN

750 oF THEM (THIS FIGURE TO BE REVIBED UPWARD SINCE THE PREBENT LETTER
WAS OR|GINALLY DRAFTED MORE THAN TWO WEEKS AGO ), BUT | ANTICIPATE THINGS

. WILL GO MORE BWIFTLY, NOW THAT WE ARE ROLLING, IN ADDITION, WE HAVE
cArRDs FOR 500 oop LiNz ITEMS AT WIESBADEN - BECAUSE THE DOCUMENTATION
I8 NOW THERE, |T wiLL BE PURELY ARTIFICIAL TO BAY. THE WORK 18 "FINISHED"
AT ANY GIVEN TiIME, | HAD To DASH BiLL'S8 HOPES THAT ALL WOULD BE OVER BY
Mav |5TH. WE CAN ONLY PROCEED PICTURE BY PICTURE, AS GROUPS OF ITEMS ARE
THE exczPrlon. (We nave NO LIBRARIES TO GIVE AWAY, A8 IN WIESBADEN, )

OBVIOUSLY, THE MORE WE CAN IDENTIFY BY "THE END" - WHENEVER THAT I8 =
. THE BETTER, BUT THERE WILL BE LEFY-OVERS, MAYBE IN SUBBTANTIAL QUAN=-
TlTY. THen | AM UNDER ORDERS TO MAND THIS OVER To AUSBTRIA, [B THAT cORRECT?

"AND ;To USFET, To THE H1GH COMMISSIONER, OR TO THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT?
PLEASE GIVE ME YOUR OPINION, AS |IT WOULD BE AWFUL TO MAKE A M|BTAKE.

"NOTICE THE BILLINESS OF THIS, UNAVOIDABLE AS |IT ‘MAY assﬁws @1 VE OVER THE
OBJECTS, BUT THE DOCUMENTATION 18 IN WABHINGTON (uLTlMATELv), COPIES IN .
Munréa;TasuNAnoscHArr. A CLAI'M COMES TO AUBTRIA FOR BOMETHING THEY: HAVES ;-

',BUT:#ﬂ;Y can'T PoBsIBLY PROCESS IT. Or A CLAIM COMES TO MUNICH, AND Mu-—

“NICH CAN ONLY ADVISE VIENNA, e : ’

(2) OBJECTS FREELY ACQUIRED IN AUSTRIA DURING ANSCHLUSSS By A-2047 (5.1.51),
Para (E), | MUST HOLD UP RESTITUTION IF CONSIDERED GERMAN PROPERTY. (| DO
CONSIDER BUCH THINGS GERMAN, IN ABSBENCE OF ANY INDICATION OF CONFIBCATION
OR FORCED BALE.) Bv A-2384 (3|,1.51), Para 3, RESTITUTION TO AUSTRIA I8

LEFT TO MY DISCRETION, ProBLEM: DoES THIB RE8CIND RESTRICTION OF DISPOSI-
TIOoN To GErMANY ofF wHAT | consiIber German? | THINK 1T DOEB, BUT | NEED

AUTHORIZATION. |IN OTHER WORDS, | CAN REFUSE TO RESTITUTE TO AuSTRIA, BUT

May | RESTITUTE samE To GermANY? © AnD unLESS | CAN, WHAT HAPPENS TO THESE

THINGB?

(3) FINAL REPORT ON RESTITUTION OF AUSTRIAN COMPLEX: (THis | D18CUSSED WITH
BiLL DaniELS ALONE.) | SEEM TO BE THE ONE BEST QUALIFIED TO WRITE IT}
BUT THE TIME TO DO IT WOULD BE AFTER THE OPERATION I8 FINIBHED (IN WHAT-
EVER MANNER). THIS WILL TAKE SOME TIME, | CAN 00 IT WHEREVER THE DOCU=
"MENTATION 15 AVAILABLE. AND THAT WOuLD BE EITHER MuNICH OR WIESBADEN,
“AFTER WE GET ALL AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION BACK TOGETHER AGAIN THERE, WASH-
" INGTON 18 A POBSIBILITY, BUT | DON'T QUITE VISUALIZE HAVING ALL THE DOCU-
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MENTATION THERE TO WORK WITH,

My WzLLsAma BALARY ONLY sec|ns IN SEPTEMBER AND, AS YOU -KNOW, -| UNDERw
TOOK THIS JOB ON MORE NEARLY A YEAR'S BABIG THAN A 81x MONTHS' BAsIS, IF
| CANNOT BE TRANSFERRED TO SOME OTHMER D{V|8|ON HERE (AFTER PROPERTY FOLDB)
TO COMPLETE THIS WORK, WHAT CAN You 5UGGEsT? | couLD 8rRING THE {8,000 "Aus-~
TRAIN COMPLEX" CARDS - ANC THE FOLDERS RELATING TO SAME - TO WASHlNGTON, AND
PERHAPS WITH WHAT YOU HAVE MAKE OUT THERE, -

| BRING ALL THIS UP NOW TO AVOID A TERRIBLE BCRAMBLE LATER,
WITH KINDEST REGARDS, .| Am
SINCERELY,

S+ LAnE FAalsoN, Jre
DirecToR, CCP, MUNiCH.'

»

(P.5. THis LETTER TYPED AT Wicssapen By TCHYrR AT REQUEST ofF LANE,
Ir BHOULD HAVE BEEN BENT OVER TWO WEEKS AGOJ DELAY WAS oCm
CAleNED BY FACT THAT TCHJR M1 SUNDERBTOOD WORDING OF LANE'S

GVER!NG LETTER WHICH AGCOMPANIED H18 DRAFT OF THE ABOVE.)

OOt | Bl QoY
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.»  ADDREES OPFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

H.'ASHIN&!TON 8 ] ’ DEPA‘RTMENT OF STATE
; . WASHINGTON

AIR MAIL

DHDS\,\IAL

Dear Tom. ;

. viany thanks IOI‘ your letter of rebruary '?. I hasten to tell
you that-I have: been working ‘on the'recovery of ‘the painting of
St. Katherine, attributed to Rubeng, for sometime. The present
difficulty lies in the fact that the member of the Los Angeles
police force.who hat ‘the painting in'his pocsession hag now refused
to surrender it voluntarily'and.a new approach has'*to be made. "As
I have sole responsibility in the recovery of looted works of art
in the Unlted States and work with' the: cooperatlon of the Treasury
Denartment and the Department of Justice in these matters, it will
oe prefer@ble if all information or 1nou1rles are:channeled through
this orfice. I do not mind your writing’ to Ir-iTalentiner, but I
have dealt with Mr. James B. Byrnes, Curator of Contemporary Art, at
‘the Los Angeles Museum and the Museum is no long;ev necessarily in-
volved in the case. This is particularly true row- since the-man
holding the painting, a Mr. J. P. Frary, has now'retained a lawyer.
In the past, lidgar Breitenbach has dealt directly with claimants
even after he left the Munich CCP and by and large it is to be pre-
ferred that such dealings only be on an official basis by Treasury or
Justice cfflcers .

Wlth regard. to the letter recelved from Heinrich Amersdorffer, I
will forward it to Edwin Taggert, Chief of the Historical Property
Division, Department of the Army, for whatever information he can
give us. I believe he may already know about this claim.

With rﬂgard the Berlin paintings, I have learned from Mrs. Irene
KHhnel, who is now in Washington, that a further extension’ of the loan
exhibition after the announced closing date of March 3l mey be requested.

Mr. Thomas Howe, Jr.,
Cultural Affairs Advisor,
QLC Hesse,
" APO 633, c/o Postmaster,
New York, New York.
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S the
givénffor the loan of these palntmgs ‘co Berlln only condltlona.l upon
the completion of the Museum in Dahlem where they could be mproperly

and safely housed, the extension of the loan - should HICOG request
&+ the Pepartment 's approval - would requ.lre clM“che appropriate
dlvls:.onq of GER. T
R As perhaps you know from a recent letter which' I-sent” tb Lane,
I have called Ted Roussean on the telephone and asked him to ship the
I have . |

trunk . of Art Looting Investigation Unit papers to Washington.
also gent a. memorandum’ to Fred Shlpman Chief of the Records Dlvzsn.on.

~asking him to,

aAB® [ Eaison.
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| . - THOMAS C. HOWE, JR.
L . OLC HESSE
. S 'AP0633 U.S. Air Force
CENTRAL COLLECTING POINT . cfo Postmaster, N. Y. C.
LANDESMUSEUM, WIESBADEN, 16, :

5 Fesruary 1951,
Dear ARDELIAS

As | AM LEAVING FOR A QUICK TRlP TOo FRANKFURT IN A LITTLE wHILE {ToO

sce Epear BreiTensacH), THis won'T ee THE LENOGTHY AND DEL{BERATE LETTER

WHICH | WOULD LIKE TO WRITE IN ANBWER TO THE TWO GOOD ONES | HAD FROM

YOU YESBTERDAY = GIVEN ME AT THE BTAFF MEETING BY Ken Dreman, THANKS 80 MucH

FOR LETTING ME KNOW YHE STATUS OF THE BerMANN FiscHer PiasABBO "Quat MaLa~
quais, PRINTEMPE", IN THIS cONNECTiON, | ENCLOBE A PHOTO WHICH | OBTAINED

FROM. THE OFFICES or FiascHEr VERLAG™ (THEY ARE A BIG AND WELLKNOWN PUBLISHING
FIRM, AB You DOUBTLESS xNow) wHILE I wad” IN FRANKFURT 'YESTERDAY, FIBCHER HAD
THIS LEAFLET (ENCLOSED) PREPARED AND CIRCULATED AMONG VAR{OUS EUROPEAN MU—~

S8EUMS FOR THE PURPOBE OF "ALERTING" THEM IN GASE IT YURNED UP, AS YOU CAN .

8EE, THE ACDRESS 18 24 FALKENSTEINER ETRABSEL,FRA~KFURT am MaiN . THE PAINTING
18 LISTED IN VENTURI'S BOOK ON PI88ARRG = No, 1290, It was TAKEN FROM THE
BerMANN FiecHER's House 1N Vienna In 193¢ By THE GesTaPo AND .soLd (auctionep)

AT THE DOoROTHEUM THERE IN May 1940, The' PAINTING MEASURES 52 X 6% cM., 18 AN

OlL ON' CANVAS, AND 18 81GNED 1903, 'ACCORDING T0 Mrs. -BermANN F{8CHER, THE FIRST
WORD SHE HAD OF THE PAINTING WAS AN INQU|RY FROM HUGO PERLS ABKING IF THEY

WERE WILLING TO SELL THE PAINTING, THE Bermann F)sScHERs, As | ‘@ATHER, JUMPED

TO THE CONCLUBION THAT THIS MEANT lT‘wﬁS”IN New YoRrk, Now IT S8EEMS MORE THAN
LIKELY' THAY PERLS MERELY KNOW WHERE THE PICTURE 18 - BUT THAT THE LOCATION MAY
noT BE New YoRK, BUT PERHAPS MAY. BE PARI&. 8o, | THINK THE ONLY THING WE CAN

DO 18 To HAVE THE CuBTOMS PEOPLE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR 1T, | AM IN BEARCH OF AN=—
oTHER Pi1ssarro -"THE RiveER SEINE FROM. THE PonT Neur" - Like THE B-F paINTING

IT I8 A LATE WORK, DONE IN 1902, | THINK, IT 18 cLAIMED. BY A MR, WERTHHEIMER OF
PARY8 AND THE FRENCH ARE ON OUR NECKS ABOUT IT, IT 18 8AID TO HAVE BEEN BMUGGLED
OUT OF BAVARIA ~ WHERE IT WAS LABT BUMMER — AND TAKEN TO HAMBURG, WHERE IT 18
SUPPOBED TO BE IN THE HANDS OF THE BALERie RupoLF AT THE HOTEL ATLANTIGQUE. THERE,
] AM WORKING ON THU8 FOR RoBE VALLAND, HOWEVER, THE S81TUATION I8 DELICATE IN THAT
THE DEALER |N HAMBURG (REPORTED TO HAVE POBSEBSBION OF THE PAINTING) 18 KNOWN TO
BE AWARE OF THE FACT THAT HE HAS "MOT" GO0OB AND 15 NOT LIKELY TO BE CAUGHT UP
WITH UNLESS TAKEN COMPLETELY UNAWARES, | AM ENLISTING THE HELP OF EDGAR BRE|TEN-
BACH AND HAVZI ALBO BRIEFED Mrs, WEaTLAND AT HANNOVER, |F JT BLIPS THROUGH OUR
HANDS, IT WOULD HAVE TO BE GRABBED IN NEw York, Hence 'Ll GET A PHOTO AND OTHER
pata (1F | canN), sHOULD WE NOT BE ABLE TO RAID THE GaLerie RupoLF wiTH BuccESS,

Perraps | SHALL HAVE TIME TO WRITE A LONGER LETTER AFTER ALLS | AM GLAD
TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SBENT THE. THREE FoOLDERES, | SHALL BE LOOKING FORWARD TO THEIR
* ARRIGAL, ANENT THE SIVIERO MATTER = | SENT YOU A COPY OF THE CATALOQUE FROM
RoME, BUT GINCE YOU HAVE NOT REGEJVED (T = | DOUBT |F IT WILL REACH YOU AT THIS
LATE DATE, THEEFORE, | SHALL SEND YOU UNDER BEPARATE COVER A TRUE COPY OF HIB
HBCURR)LOUS FOREWORD, | KNOW THAT Teb”?ét? STRONGLY THAT THE DEPARTRRER SBHOULD MAKE
A FORMAL REPLY ~ PROTEST, OR SOMETHING or THE 60RT, RE Howarp's FiLes, |'LL ask
BREITENBACH WHEN | BEE HIM LATER TODAY, - | R"AD WITH VERY BPECIAL INTEREST THE
ACCOUNT OF YOUR MORNING WITH HOLZINGER; YOU ARE RIGHT IN THINKING THAT HE WIELDS
GONBIDERABLE INFLUENGE., AND | DO NOT THINK HEYDENRKICH ‘(wHom LANE AND | BOTH LIKE
VERY

AR Fouson,
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p . ' : THOMAS .C. HOWE, JR.
: " OLC HESSE
A.P.O. 633 - US. Air Force
cfo Postmaster, N. Y. C,

VERY' MUCH) WOULD HAVE GIVEN THE I{MPREBSION THAT HE SHOULD BE PLACATED

UNLESS HE FEL? T Nzcessanv. Lane anod As | 8AY, CONSIDER HEYDENRE)CH

VERY MUCH A "wHite man." | am GO ING P thuCH TOMORROW AND WILL BTAY
"OVER ' TILL anoav 'EVENING (N ORDER TO HAVE A REAL-FOR-SURE WoRK DAY (i.E,

WITH . THE BTAFF ABOUT) THERE « LANE AND - ' MANAGE TO’ DO EACH.OTHER A LOT OF GOOD
ON THESE OCCAS|ONAL WEEK-END CONFERENCES (viricH ARE NOT FINANCED BY THE U.S,
Gov't.,) WE HOPE THAT THEY ALSO BERVE A USEFUL PURPOSE S0 FAR AS THE WORK GOES

= AND | THENK. THAT THEY 00. INCIDENTALLY, [ WAS IN PARIS THIS LABT WEEKEND FOR
THE PURFOBE OF COLLECTING FROM Rose VALLAND THE Tep Rousseau FiLES wHiCH LANE
(on THE PHONE YESTERDAY TELLS ME YOU ‘HAVE PUT N A FORMAL REQUEST FORY, |'LL
TeLL. ROSE THAT WE HAVE THEM ALREADY. OF ‘COURSE WHEN | TOOK THEM IT WAS INDi~
CATED THAT THE FRENCH WANTED THEM BACK. WHEN 'WE HAD FIN!SHED WITH THEM; BUT OF
COURSE THEY ARE CERTAINLY U,8, PROPERTY AND WERE ONLY ON DEPOSIT WITH HENRAUX.
<~=AT THI 8 POINT | HAD A LONG CONVERSATION WITH LANE. WE ARE BOTH EXTREMGLY
GRATEFUL . FOR THE CABLE ON THE AUSTRAIN THINGS. DREMAN WAS QUITE FUNNY ABOUT THAT
CABLE, WHEN HE HANDED IT TO ME HE SAIQ, ‘WeLL |- Am AFRAID THAT THIB ONE DOEBN'T
DO US ANY eooo. AFTER | READ IT MY FACE WAS WREATHED IN BMILES AND | TOLD HIM
THAT IT COULDN'T HAVE BEEN MORE WELCOME, REGARDING THE BALTIC MATERIAL - WE
WILL EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES OF. A“”aui?AaLE Musgum" As sueGesTED, IT I8 MOBT
HELPFUL TO HAVE SUCH DOCUMENTS A8 THOSE' CABLES GIVING US ‘A CLEAR QO-AHEAD,

We ARE ‘COMING ALONG ALL RIGHT WITH OUR RESTITUTIONS FOR EXAMPLE, WE DROPPED FRON
'SOME 97,000 oedecTs To B%,000 AT THE END OF DEcEMBER, NOW WE. ARE ON THE VERGE OF
GETTING RID OF A COLLECTION OF CLOSE TO 6,000 BHEETS OF MuSIC (AND THAT |5 THE
WAY THEY ARE LISTED = 1.E, A8 ,,860 oaaacrs) Yo THE Music Depr, oF tHE LiIBRARY
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF FRANKFURT - ON A CUSTODIANBHIP ARRANGEMENT = 80 THAT THE
MATERTAL CAN BE USED BY BCHOLARS AND AT ‘THE SAME ‘THe UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES A=
GREE TO RESTITUTE THEM IN CASE OF ‘A LEGITIMATE CLAIM (1N THIB CASE A MOST UN-
LIKELY DEVELOPMENT }o THEN WE HAVE A COLLECTION OF ABOUT 7,000 BOOKS WHICH WitL
BE GO IENG OUT EITHER LATER THIS MONTH COR: EARLY IN MARCH. THESE‘ FIGURES NOT ONLY,
PLEASE US ~ BUT THEY KEEP BiLt DANlaLs :N A GQOD Mooo.

A WORKING PARTY .COMPRIGING HOWELL-JONEb FOR THE BRITISH, VALLAND FOR
FrancE, AND ME FOR UsSe WiLL BE MEETING venv SHORTLY.TO GO DEEPER ILNTO THE
PROPOG&R, TO TRANSFER TO GERMAN AUSPICES = WHEN THE TIME COMES, IN THIS CON-
NECTION, DIETER SATTLER WAS IN My OFFIGE FOR TWO HOURS LAST WEEK. HE 1S To. BE
THE PRESIDENT OF THE PROPOSED GERMAN COMmsTTEE = {F THR ADENAUER PROPOSBAL I8
ACCEPTED, SATTLER I8 A FINE FELLOW — A MAN | HAVE KNOWN SINCE 45 anD ONE wHO
WEBKED CLOSELY WiTH HAM CoulTeERr (AND SMYTH) IN THE ORICGINAL REPAIR OF THE CCP
AT MuNiCH, SATTLER IS AN ARCHITECT WND WAB,UNTIL HE LOST IN THE RECENT ELECTION,
STATE SzcTY To THE KuLTus MINISTERIUM IN BavARIA, HE WILL HAVE MORE TIME FOR
THE IMPORTANT DUTIES ON THE COMMITTEE IF HE 1S NOT ACTIVELY IN POLITICS, HE,

BY THE'WAY, |8 WELL AWARE OF CERTAIN PEGULIARITIES OF CERTAIN PEoPLE (HoLziNGER
FOR EXAMPLE) AND 15 A MAN ONE CAN TALK TO AB A FRIEND AS WELL AS A COLLEAGUE,
| SHALL BE BEZING HIM THIS WEEKEND IN MUNICH, | HOPE, LANE WILL MAKE A DATE,

| HAYE RECEIVED A LENGREY COMMUNIQUE FROM ONE RUDOLF SALAT oF THE Bonn '
@Gov'T ANENT FUTURE RESTITUTION PROGEQURES AND THE MATERIAL THE GERMANS WILL
NEED, BUT SINCE IT 15 A.QUESTION OF "PropErRTY CARDS" = OF WHICH WE WAVE DUPLI-
CATES ALRCADY - | THINK IT Is NOT ToO -PREBSING. | MUBT CLIP ALONG NOW, WiLL
CONTINUE IN MY NEXT, BEST GREETINGE = HOPE TO S8EE YOU OVER HERE BOON

\

N WA
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CentraL CorLecTiIng Podny
Lanbesmuseum - Wiessaoben 16.

20 Fesruary 1951,

Dear ARDELIA:

I couton!t FEEL SORRIZR AT HAVING INTERVENED IN THE .
Rusens PICTURE AND ! BINCERELY HOPE THAT | HAVE NOT MUDDE£D '
. THE WATERS BY HAVING ADDRESSBED MY INQUIRY To Dr, V. In'Los
ANGELES, AS YOU PROBABLY KNow; Jimmy ByrRnEs sHARes (OR DID
BHARE) AN OFFICE WITH WIM = 80 | 'DOUBT IF MY LETTZR FELL INTO
"ForeroN" HANDS, | WROTE A8 THE RESULT OF Mrs, WesTLanp's vis-
tT. IT sEems FANTASTIC THAT THE PREGENT HOLDER OF THE PAINTING
SHOULD HAVE RETAINED A LAWYER ~ BUT OF COuRsE | DO NOT KNOW ALL
THE FACETS OF THE 'CASE, S0 FAR A8 | AM conceERNED, | Am CONTENT
TO LET MATTERS LAY = KNOWING NOW THAT THE BITUATION 18 ALTOGETHER
WITHIN YOUR CAPABLE JURISDICTION, THAKS 80 MUCH FOR pABGING ON’ To
Mr. TaGaarT (PLEABE REMEMBER ME To' ch) THE . cunutnv FROM Mr, Amzns-
oonrren. s R
| RETURNED YESTERDAY EVENING EROM MUNICH wHERE | BRENT THREE
PTOFITABLE DAYS. | DEGIDED = AB THE BNOW WAS MOMENTARILY GONE FROM
THE AUTOBAHN ~ TO ORIVE Down FRIDAY AFTERNOON AND ABKED HERR VON
S8cHMIDT TO GO ALONG, WE LEFT HERE BHORTLY AFTER NOON AND BTOPPED
FOR LUNGH WITH THE. Hessens AT WoLFB8GARTEN, |T WwAS A VERY SPRING-LIKE
" DAY, 80 1T WAS A PLEASANT TRIP, 8ATURDAY, SUNDAY AND YESTERDAY PRO-
VIDED AN OPFORTUN{TY TO GO OVER A NUMBER OF THINGS WITH LANE, VoN S,
AND |DROVE BACK LATE YESTERDAY P.N. WHCLK N MuNICH LANs 8MOWED ME
HIS LAST LETTER TO YOU = IN WHICH WE REFERS TO THE FACT THAT | GoT
From Rose VALLAND THE THREE FILES WHICH TED Rougsrau HAD TURNED OVER
To HMEnmAux. As LANE MENTIONED, R. V.‘eAve THESE TO ME ON A "Loan" BAsisj
BUT JT SEEMS TO ME THAT THEY ARE A PART OF OUR BAS|C DOCUMENTAT|ON AND
THAT THEY BELONG WITH us. ['uL sTkAlGHTEN THI'S ouT wiTH Rose THE NexT
TiME | SEE HER, THAT SBHOULD BE BEFORE LONG AS | THINK . THE BOONER WE HAVE
A cONFERENCE {VALLAND FOR France; HowgLL=JONES FOR THE BRITISH} AND
TCH ror THe U,S.) N ANTOQRPAT!ON OF THE EBTABLISHMENR OF PLANS PREPARA=-
TORY TO TURN!NG THE THINGS OVER TO THE GERMANS, TME BETTER, Rost VALLAND
I8 ANXIOUS TO- HAVE A GET—TOOQETHER' AND 't ‘wouLd LikE it Farson Aanp | can
80 UP' TO BERLIN FOR . rnus PBBPQEE w rue NEAR\FUTURE.

How ARE'YOUR P!AN& roa A Tnfb To Irany PROGRESS!NO." ABSUME —~ AND
! HoPe coRmECTLY - THAT You WiLL INCLUDE MUNICH AND W1E9BADEN ON YOUR
CIRCUIT, | pontr BELIEVE THAT YHERE {8 ANYTH!NG ELBE OF TERRIFIC UR=
' GENCY AT THE MOMENY — 80 Mo FALL TO WORK ON THE PRELIM| ARIES. THAT AL—
WAYS PRECEDE THE WEDNESDAY MORN‘NG BTAFF Mzevtuc IN FRANKFURT.

o . J‘Besr‘akzzrlues,

Mias ARDELIA R, HALL
Dept. OF STATE; WASH!NGTON Tromas C,. Howeg, Jr, - ‘
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Wiasbéﬁen, Gernany
3 Gut@nborgplats

Latost dovelopments ragarding CCP mattera after ¥r. S.L.Faison loft
. Munioch:

Files- hr. Prank ¥{llsepr in one of th@ first convarsations,vhsn 1 same
brek from Hunieh renqueatsd a short report on all filas vhich
T submittad the next day. Hr. M. is awars that all curvent £1les
- with & few exceptions are now in my office available.
" Piles frow Hr. Howa's office ( © file cabinets) a2prs packed in
& banded box :nd put in akafe in the "treasurepoon™ Wisshaden
~ Landosnmuseum, whiech is still under our control., This case will
- be ghiyped to Mr., Breitenb:sch's Orfice as soon as Kr,B, 1 bnck,:

The filas on current matters given me by Kr, Faleona in Munieh
hevoe bean handearried by me and locked in Kr. Brelitoenbach's

! £ile cabinet.
The tiles which were seat from Munieh ( Lt.Piccini) bave arrived
at Frankfurt( Mr. Bakey'office). They are packed in 13 cuses
which are now stored in the basement of the IG Building. I have
sesn thom., As zo0n 48 Mr.B. 18 back, we must start with the
unp»cking. In Hupich two file-ahipmants wore prepsred, one for

Miss Ball and ona for MreBr. As our lists indicate th@ dentination

and description of ¢he files dnd not the CsseNo.z it w25 not
posaible for ne to aszeertain wathar the shipment to Miss Hall
has alrendy separated from the oases now storsd in tha HICOG-
bagoment or not. An unpacking befors the wstura of Mr.Br, was
unndvisable with repard to ths storage-spacs,

Miprofilms: I saw lir. Bakey orn this subjsct, Thoy are not yet ready.

- I requasted Mr.Bakey urgently to delivar the films to Nr.
Br. as soon a3 thay are read;..anf not sending tham to
Yanich 28 the kunich offlios is deservad st proesent.
Microfilming of the propertiy doards for Sulsburg st Frunkfurt
I should not reconmnsndwto avoid further comprlications,
Munich files 209 &210 also still in our pands { in one of
the 15 osses at HICOG) but will still not ba forgoiten.

Gernan COmmittae: A rorly from adeniuor dtd.duly 27 to ¥r.MoCloy's latter
‘ of arril 16 was paccived by Mr. M{ller's offies on

ong of the first dsys of ¢his month.~ On Saturday

Saeptzmber B8, I was g2lled to Frankfurt by Mp, Duniels

vho drafted s response for MNr.MeCloy's signaturs 10

Adenzusy. By order of Mr.D. I 08llsd Nunich in order

to inform Dr. Szttlar sbout ¢he developmonts and the

propossed parly of Mr.MeCloy. Dr. 3attlers was not in.

¥onday, Septe 10 I was ealled again. N», Danisls had

vﬁrafta&a%nother latter. Than Y ealled again Hunich

and got nold of Dr. Sattler {aforming him »bout the

erpival ef the Adonauar letter and reading nim the

pain parts of the dArafiasd peply of ¥r., MoCloy. ( The ,

connaction was vary bad) I know that My, D. also drafted

tvo lettars to Prof, 3huster znd Dr, Newman to inform

then of the proyosed turn—over of the Trsuhasndorschaften

119957
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ot Bavaria snd Resse to the Federal Republie. Mr, D. promised me that
¥ ghould gat copies of the lotter of Dr. Adenauer tnd the drafd of #us
letter of Mr.Y¥oCloy for submittalee to Dr. Sattlar. ( T had promised
Dr.Se tO sond him ¢tho copies however I stressed the nolnt thaet the
raply of Nr.MoCloy was only a dpaft which might finally vevisad again,
ha did understand me on that last woint). Until Feiday, Sopt. 14
I did not rseeive ¢ho copies and being ¢hat day agnin In Fnankfnrﬁ,
I asked tho sgorstary of Mr, H.,, unfortunstely Hr., M. had » conforence
and the letters vwere on his desk. I again pef@qested to asnd me tho
- coriess Until today I have not recaived tham n any ca2s8e the replg will
ha not going out bafors Mr. MeCloy 42 roturnsd from the States. ?Q{f. ‘
Hoidenreich to whom I spoke aleo Over the phone made mifselfl ait
of ¢he fact that Kr. Holloy is not ia Germany.)
The sasw.r of Adenzuspy from July 27 eorrgsponds naonrly axactly with the
drafd roply made for Him, adsnsauew, at HICOG, Prop.Dive Ny copy of this
dr:ft I have given to &r¢ D. who put 1t 4in the £ilss which sre nov in
Ero i.'s office. adonsuer's letter { 27.7.51) elso ralses at the ond
the guastioms of the Kassel, Lueback end Kiel museun miterisl 1111
in austris. Asked on ghis oint by ¥r. Do I told hiz that I reczll
. thit Mre Howe mude setion ot this matters but I-m not zwire wether
‘the patter is finished or not. I 414 not know of any correspondenes
‘on this subject, finally I told him thet I peczlled very viguely that.
ths naterial are not locsted st sho places in Austria suprosed to de.
I 4o not know waher I em right or not ¢ — In any ease this mutter
%11l bao refered tO Miss Hell. Phe reply ( draft) of lr.MeCloy in his
main points saym: ( coples will be send)
¢ Those dituzsions have resulted ia the a2rrengoments proviﬂad for 4n
tho abovermsntioned letters and I sgree thrt they may be rogorded
a8 cmboiying n formal agrescment betwaeen ths Federal Republic euna the
. 0ffico of aho United Btates High Commissionar for Gerzany goveraning
the raapacgive functions and rasponeibilities of the partios, w==*¢

The next para. is uuntioning tha trunsfer of ths materisl 10&&6& »

in the tressurs room of ¥issbadsn Luindessussum to the Btmd. ( The

nitordal ves refused by the Bessian Teeuhandverwaltung) and the

trensfer of the material locked in Room 28 &t Arcisatrnsse, Yunich.

From this lutter objects only the individually clsimed ftems will

be trznsferred to the Bund pot imcluded*fherefore the rencinders of

the N:glstic material snd the ynolainmed Jewish objects.( Phe latter

ones will ba gransforred to ths JRSQ &8 soon 45 I am coming again

to Munich, I an in contuct upon this subject with v, Kegan, re@eipts

for turn—-over ars already prppared by me with exception of & few

ninor sases which have still to bo clesred by the Landesant fuop

Yiodergutnachung woehter individual claims sre f£iled for them Or not.)

Furthoron $his pars statos that Mr. Br. or in his sbscence I, ere

authoriged to enter into all gecesssry =and appropriate arrangaments

in plses of HINOG repraaantatives dasignated in ¥r.¥eCloye 1@tt@r

of April 16,

tThe following p%r& gposks ahout the tranafer of tha Hocaidn -ond Bav,

fagnhanaarscbaft to tho Bund.? ?he assuwption by ths Paderal Rapublic
ghe custody of the oultural objocts presently held yn trust by the

Bevaria and of those similarly X 14 by the Land Hessny and the
tima of the transfer of reaponaibility therefore should similarly

119958
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fixed Dy some more or less rormal method of delivery 1o be worked ogd
batween the Fedsral Republic commities and g¢he representatives of thot
Lasnder, I have &sked the Land Commissioners of Hesse and Bavaria to
notify the 5nxnaxnnxxxixa rospective Ministers Pressident in writing of th
termination of further trusteeship functions and responsibilities 0f the
raspectiva Laander &8 of the tima f delivar, in each cise, 1o the Federal
Republic, ® :

The last. para gives an. non—commzttal answer on the subjact of the Kiel
Kassel and Luebeck museums material, :

8ince this I have not. heared any more on this subJeet. T an praparing
myself for the respective turn-overs. Receipts for ¥iesbaden and Munich
material are practically rendy exeept the covering sheet, thus if
necessary our side could start immediately. y

1 vas ocalled by the Office of ¢he General Counsil, General Law Branch

( ‘¥r. Weymar ?) requesting the Hessian and Bavarian Trusteeship agree-
ments., I referred Mr, ¥. to Mr. Miller who has these flles when Mr. D.
draféed the reply of Mr., McCloy. Reason. for this raquest is nnknown to
me, Mr, ¥. made no further comment. .

( By the way: Wiesbaden. holdingaz fhe 80 callad Schwarz Haeupter treﬂsure
vas released in the first days ¢of this month to the Desutsch-Baltische )
Landsm&nnschaft after they hadAprevided us with the necessary documsnts).

Shipment to Austria: No further davelopments until. nOW. I an. waiting
for further instructiops by Mr. Miller.
I had a call from the iagal v, in Vienna asking about further develop-
ments. I refered them to Mr. Miller.( Until last Friday. Mr. Miller has
not received a call from Vienna) . .
Mr. Weymar(?) who called ma in this ather matten called nme- also once
with respect to this shipmemt.As far. as I unaera{ood him a certain Mr.
Halstein{ ?) from Bonn was in nls office 10 see him on this matter.
He asked me also about the value_ of this shipment I avoided to give a
definite answer and refered him 30 to Mr. Miller.
I received a 10t of news olippings in this natter which were adre seﬁ
to Mr., Br. I will shovw him the elippings and I am shure he vwill sent
them you with the next meil., Most of the elippings are ' of the same kind
One little note says: that the day beforas Mr. Fesion left Munich, Dr.
‘Hoffmann went to the Bav. ﬁinister Preogident to sa¢him in matters of the
Collecting Point., Interesting are also two clippings vhieh refer to
the Czernin Vermesr, both stating that 0, sold the pieture voluntaryl!
Tfwo clippings referlng also to the ‘cop *gonarao G2 Vinei. T have receive
a letter from a laywer, Dr. Gposs at Munloh' who' pratastad against the
transfer of this drawing to Austria-on behalf ©of his:elient Reinemund,.
I send this jetter to Dr, Hoffmann ‘and requestoa him {0 furnish me the
details on this matter ~ when I spoke oVer the phons. vith Hoffmann, he
gave no conclusive answer but made s pemayk. tha¥ ‘this man Rel nemund .
aprarantly is trying somse funny things, I &m very anxious to get the
reply of Hoffmann.-—
Inree letters regarding inrerm&tion of Munich h&ve baen reeeivad.

a. ‘gives the mame of the: present owner of

0ﬂ4«£@& Schloss Fahrafala,.»aorg Wimpften, now

residing at; St.fnaéégund near Graz'
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b Bunawadenkn&lamt, sends & statement ot Hofm&nn—&lt@nheim
regarding the painting by Lenbach u. Kunsz
¥ Frau v, Lenbsoh snd Daughtepr®
He stuates that he never was the owner’

-of the picture. Deasler R. Klein, Vionna
( Jew) was probably the owner, he,H-A,
brought this p. on the 2uction at th
, Dorotheum for Klein{ K. could«@o that
J v i being a Jow.) Kloin died 1945, |

¢, 0tto Schwntzksr, Iinformation about:

Vienna " Christ.Paudiss,Hesd of an 01d Man
Upperstalian 1éthceni. Annuneintion
originating from the colk ction
of Ep Adler at Asch exchanged by hip
1in 1954 or 1935,
¥athias v.H3llmont” The Alchemist®
sosuired through his agent Breuer fron
& baroness in Vienna. No addresses of
‘Breuer or the Buroness availliable,
Mportralt of & Diplomat? he acquired this
plcture from Emil Sch-effer, Sopron
( Hungary) to whom he s0ld this ptg
he has forgotitmn.

I agsume that thsse addional information does not change anything
at all.

M,scellansous: BEttle Casa: The Lendesamt fuer Wie&ergutmachung requegted
rélease of mil not claimed objeets to Ettle. This was refused reasoning
that the bulk of this materinl was. suspected to be of Jowish origin.

The answer of the Landesant stated that we ean't withhold this material
legally on basils that it {3 suspacted t0 p2 of Jevish origin if wo should
vithhold the material sfter = 8 wust havs an explioeit statement from
KIC0G. I saw.the refsrent in chnrge of the EZttle case at the Lardesant
snd expleined the mattsres to him and also that I would not like t0 znswer
thls latter before I had not telked over the whole patter with Mr. Br.
Also = latter from ithe laywar of Ettle, Prof.Dr. Irost has bean received.
Generally he is regussting the same as the Landesamt. Spacizlly he is
,rotesting against the delivery of the Rsnoir to tha Fprench and two
victures which vwere restituted to Holland in 1946 pesp. 1547,

In the matter of the Renoir he is cuite wrong, this pleture is still

in our possession z=lthaugh the Frembh, whom he approached in this matter
wrote Ettle & fine letter in this matter. The Dutch restitutions were
nade under Cupt. Stunden resp. Mr. Bilodesu. Than he statss further that
he will make responsible for the damege dome through this restitutions
the Collecting Point and the officera there ineluding Herr.v,S3chmidt

{ name espacinlly mentionsd) and furtheron he is threatening that he will
made g complaint at she Legal Div.,HIGOG if no satist?ctory inswer has
baon recaived until gept. 20, T answered his latter inmédiatoly after
racoipt achnowle&ing the rmceivt of his letitsr only and telling him that
¥r., Br, is at prdsent sbsent from his offioa until Sept. 24 and ghet I
would bring his jetter to the attention of ‘M»r.Br. -
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GFFIGE OF - -BOOHDMEC: ﬁ?PAIRSQumMﬁi
’ chL%URAL PROPERTY. BRANOR ~ .. - .
- COLLEOTING, POINT ¢ MUNICH . . - . .
10 Arcisstrasse

oo s Huniohy  Germa
|, hugust: 30, 195

“”Bagarfﬁreitanbach By s
E & GR Tivision,: Office of
S Pablio Affairs, HIQ0G, v . oo
L -’:afﬁ‘—f o ankfurt. AP(J 757-@ PO

D@ar Mgars k V il

; Among tha r@sidual dutius that yen will 1nharit from
,tnia ©wffice as of-ite termination: Augnat Sl. you:will prew~
‘sumably represent the interest’ of the U.S. government in
conversations concerning the selection and approval of a
Gorman Committee- for Cnltiural Restituticon; whiech would: ba
empowarad to take over external restitutisn: of works.of: -
artiwhenever the pomceo~treaty ie cigned.

1 am sure you:are:informed of the statug quo and .
‘I know that you have. teken part in. ona OF. morwseenvarsa~
‘ tions on this enbjaat in. Frankfurt. a,ds : ‘H“:J

A - The' QQIPQS@ af thia memoran&am is ta advise you in |
tha strangeat torus %o digapprove the membership of ..
Dra. Bernhard Hoffugnan on this cowmittee, ' whother: as a2

full memoer or a® an eupleyee who-would direct.a working-
agengy . responsibls to, suoh a committse, The enolosad -
olipping from the "Minohoner Merkar"+of. 30.8s5L. 1ndieatea
thet Dr. Hoffmann has- opinions:about: the pending: traneport
to-Austria whioh he is willing %o give to the press. Theus
opininna.ahauvini&tically Ggrwan, are exactly in lins with
his sactions . as Mys Thomas Howe and I have observed theax
for the past efsht months. Ingtend of acting as an arbiter
for iaternationsl interests, and thereby helping to olaar
the 'German name in the postwar aftermath of Wazi looting
activities, he has pressed. the (erzan:-interest in the
narrowsat sense of the term. Thereby the spirit of cooper-
ation which prevailed in the CCP Munich ever sinoez its
establishuent in 1945 has been seriously marred. To clte
an exanple, Dr. Hoffrnaonn cawe to mef.persomally to cast
suspieion on misa Valland for the loss of the ninz P4lm,

)

-] -
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which wes later' atseovarad ta have bean threwn in the
trash heap of thisybuilding by -error by German employees
of Mr. Hunsing's" ofyiae when 19 wag the Director of the
colleoting Polnt,.

- Drx. Boffmann hags shown no ouu&idaratien whate?er
for the following faots. (1) The Germans are extreus
fortunate that the gohtents of the Austrian repositories
. were brought Wy 1, 8. aotion to kunich in 1945~1946,

2). The Audtrians have a olalm to some of the yesidue of
the Hitler collection by right of -having pdid taxes cut of
which purchapes were made for the collsotion (bills were

ald by the Reichskanzlei over Lammers' signature).

(3) Dr. Hoffuann wus gonfid 1 lly informed of the agresw~
went to return the en works to Austria by uy
mezo to Dy. Hanfstamngl of. July 12.. (4) Inwy decisions as.
to what wae identified and what.was no%, I have given the.

Germans every. reasen&ble ‘doubt,- and iﬁentifiea 78 % of the
reaidue>in$tead of 20 aa preaicted. S A

C Evex ‘ginge &ugust 13. 1. hsve been weaderi where:
the Geormen newsfapers were getting sugh acourate informa-
tion about ‘affaire of the Colleating Point. ; ‘

. Dr. Hoffinann's. atatamanx to tha “.arknr“ that "as
oigh un einwandfreids deutsches.sigesntun handele® is an
-~ abgolute falsshood. All property oards narked “ynidentifiedn®
- by ue were turned over to Dr. Roffmasn for cheoking before
the final list wan made. Mo ;olain for these pietures wae
ever roceived by me frum Dr. Hoffmann or his superior, -
Dr. %anfataengl, ‘expept’ for a few wisoslleneouns itenss. One
olaim, glven me 2t -the lagt minute for a Corinth.on which
thaere was no {nform tion,whatevex batween 1932 and 1te -
acquisition in 1943/44,. 1 rejeotad. There wore several other
étemahin the sans. category, ut Drg Hofx&ann mane nu olaim
oy & am. ‘y e A

" T ean a«sura yau that Wiaa Valland will opposa e
De. Hoffugnn's aamberahip on the. prspoaad committae ana
I trust that you will sapport har. e :

T"";i—f“c.? simerel"
oc to Mias Hall @0;i“;,;"if*‘t .
Mias Valland ) E‘d‘ﬁw o " o ..\ /\m; Ty
Dr.. Sattler L \ RER i ,&,_ O SR
lir, Howe - ’ HI\A}U, FROw 23, O A

ér. illex COLLLCTHMJIWHVFRHPHCH
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) SAN MARINO 9, CALIFORNIA
“

THEODORE ALLEN HEINRICH - :
CURATOR OF ART COLLECTIONS : February ]_3 ’ 1951

t

Va1 Erie vy

‘Munich Central Collectlng Point
" OLCB - APO 407 A

Dear Lane;

Mr. S.L. Faison, Jr.

¢/o Postmaster, New York City
New York :

I am shocked beyond measure by the death of“Jules Wangler.

I could not possibly have managed at Munich without him and I know

that what he succeeded in doing there will greatly have eased your
problems on taking over.

He was the most selfless man I ever Enew, the most willing to
do the least rewarding and most tiresome things without ever a
complaint dnd at the same time he had a delightful sense of humour

‘which let one know, sometimes directly, sometimes only obliquely,

that he had no illusions about the stuplidity of some of the things
he was required to do. He was a delightful companion and I know
that you will miss him greatly. I am so glad, since it had to be,

‘that it was so swift and that he was not alone.

‘ The last time I talked toAHaaé; I'was-rather inclined to sym- -
pathize with Graupe, largely because the Bavarians were vitiating

their rather good defence with entirely the wrong reasons. I did

not know at that time that two of the paintings in question were . the
property of the Wittelsbach Trust. Spesking as a private person, I

‘would be inclined to agree with whatever Hamfstaengl's opinion of

the justice of the case may be. I now think it quite clear that
- Buchner had no authority whatsoever to offer in trade the Wittelsbach

‘Canalettos. I think even the status of the Credi (a copy or School
‘pilece, in any case) is not entirely clear. X

On the other hand the Munsing argument, although I now think its
iconclusion sound, is based on false premises and ilnadequate informa-
‘tion. One may deplore Graupe's behaviour, particularly as a refugee,

for dealing with the Nazis and catering to thelr peculiar aesthetic
tastes, but he was clearly within his legal rights to do so at that

time. The objects involved on the Bavarian side were not, and still

are not, proscribed as national treasures. Therefore the national

HENRY‘{E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND »ART GALLERY

7 C.H
Moee

P s&%&» i
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cultural heritage, as mentioned in that unfortunate letter of Steve's,
would not be damaged were the transaction completed. Under the

circumstances existlng in 1939 it would have beed"%qually profitable
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transaction to both sides. The.fact that the final governmental
authorigation was granted a week after the declaration of war does
not, in my opinion, vitiate the apparent legality of the trade,
 Which was clesarly undertaken at a time when both parties were free
to act as they chose with no compulsion of duress either in fact or
in prospect. The date of the final ratification shows conclusively
that the matter was handled in an entirely normal way and was
uninfluenced by the intervening declaration of war..

The early post-war history of this case was unnecessarily
confused under the misapprehension that this was a restitutions
matter. This has since been shown to be irrelevant and inapplicable.
Haas unfortunately has one very strong point in his contention'that
the history of our handling of the case tends to show that we
condoned a German effort to thwart the intention of Law 58, through
the long delays and frequent changes of position in Munich and most
.especially in view of Steve's letter which gives an impression on
hasty reading that Bavaria should keep all the pictures. This also
appears to me to be, if not irrelevant, at least a misrepresentation.

. The case really hangs on the question of whether or not Buchner had

any legal right to offer those particular paintings for trade. In at
least two out of three instances he clearly did not, and there is.

. some doubt about the third.

Were I still responsible, I think that I would try'to persuade

bagis of the one painting which seems probably to be unencumbered

the lawyer to accept return of the Kobells. Bavari still
/ fr//”wggﬁwﬁhamgggggig*,then some deal would have to be arrsnged on the

Lt \

o ’ g/
~

/,
w’/

-
”~

property of the Bavarian state. quotation of my position
rzfEEEfggx,hammada_hxuﬁmm§¢h81nce nok acts were c98egs—
on.at the

r_Eqr_d_”d,xima.gﬂﬁamn;huu;nwﬁiingﬂ and since he failed to produce
Certain documents, which he promised at that time, THe most impor-

taft of these were alleged to prove conclusively that the Kobells had
been entered in the official inventory of the Bavarian state
collections.

It is good news. that Auerbach's activities have finally precip-
itated an investigation so far as his designs on undistributed
holdings of the Collecting Point are concernmed. For your very private
information, never forget that his ambitions in this direetion are
based on a top secwet agreement with Wildenstein and that our dear
friend, K. Haberstock, now in the course of installing himself in new
quarters nearly opposite the Haus der Kunst, is sub rosa a Wilden-
stein partner and that their secret. go-between is Grace Morley's former
protage, Heinz Berggruen. With the exception of Grace, any of the
persons mentioned in this paragraph and any other persons who appear
to be connected with them in any way should be regarded with acute
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suspicion. Berggruen is apt to use Grace's name by way of intro- %
duction, but she certainly knows ncthing of his rather shady '
subsequent operations.

, Nothing you may discover concerning the period of the enforced : i
transfer would surprise me at all and there are doubtless many details i
I still don't know, although the outline was pretty clear. I hope I 1
may have a copy of your final report. 1 know that the Austrian and
French representatives enjoyed special privileges with respect to the _
property cards. I doubt that they profited unduly, in fact the : o
Austrians were trapped by this privilege into meking some -demonstrably |
' false claims, a point of which Ardelia and I made good use in refuting ;
certain Austrian representations. This is useful to remember because
the Austrians will no doubt continue to maintain at government level
that their‘repreaentatives were totally denied access to both cards
and objects. ‘I think it a very healthy move that you have finally
. aucceeded in winkling Doubinsky out of Munich.

. Bless RoSe andfgive«her my love. I am very glad you have made
j " friends with Franzl Wittgenstein. He 1s very good value and I know
/ﬁjh ! _~" you will enjoy him. I have been dreaming about Fasching and miss
' Munich very much. .

" The work here 1s most pleasant and I am graduslly getting
gettled. No revolutions yet but a number of most interesting changes
seem to be really possible.

. I trust you have found a house and are comfortably settled By
now. Do write when you have time and you know I will always be glad
to dredge my memory whenever I can be of assistance.

U PR

411 the best,

vd . S
Theodore A. Heinrich i

. TAH:mth.
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CentrAL CoLLECTING POINT
LanoEsmuseum, Wieseapen 16,

2 MARCH>l95|.'

Degan B.B.:

FOLLOWING TEN DAYS OF WEATHER THAT WAB TEMPTINGLY ~ AND
DECEPTIVELY ~ 3PR|NGL!KR, WE ARE YODAY IN THE PROCESBS OF BEING
BLANKETED. IN sNowl | HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN MY PROMISBE TO WRITE -

YOU FROM TIME TO TIME ON THE "BTATEZ OF ARY In GErMANY" ~ A8 0B
SERVED, LET ME ADD QUICKLY, BY A PRETTY RANK OoUT8I1DER) | REMEM-

. BER WITH BUCH GREAY PLEASURE MY VISIT WITH YOU WHEN THE ROBERTS
weRE 8TOPPING AT | TATTI JusT APYER CHRIBTMAG AND | HoPE THAT |
MAY. BE ALLOWED TO GOUNT MYBELF A PROVISIONAL MEMBER OF THAT GROUP
OF MUTUAL FRIENDS = AoNEs, LAURANGE AND |saBeL, AND Paul Sacws,
wHon | HOLD vzav DEAR, PerHAPS | cOULD RANK AB ”Coanzspouoauox
8cn¢0L meMBER) THE DAY FOLLOWING My visIT WiTH vou, | JoIngZD
AGNES ON THE TRAIN WHICH BHE HAD BOARDED EARLIER I{N ROME AND WE
TALKED EACH OTHER'S8 EARB OFF ALL THE WAY TO MiLAN, WE SPENT THE
N{GHT THERE AND THE NEXT MORNING ARTHUR SACHS! CHAUFFEUR PICKED

s UB UP AND DROVE u8 TO 8Y. MoRITZ WHERE WE BPENT A FEW pAve, Twen

. Aangs speo ON TOg PARIS = THENCE YO CAuentoee. | HAVE MAD BEVERAL
LETTERS raow nsj%ntcu INDICATE 7HAT 8HE 18 AGAIN IN HARNEBS AT THE
Foea, MER LIFE FURTHER COM>LIGATED BY THE GRAVE CONDITION OF MER
FATHER, OTHERWISE BHE BEEMB. TO BE rLQUleﬂtNG, aur i AM "BURE THAY
You ' HAVE HAD EQUALLY RECENT NEWS OF HER,

DURING THE PABT TWO MONTHB, WE MAVE MADE G0OD PROGRESS Wi TH
‘OUR PRIMARY WORK OF RESTITUTION = BENDING THINGS BACK TO HOoLLAND,
-FRANGE AND AUSTRIA MAINLY, WETH OGGABIQNAL &MIPMENTS TO NORWAY AND
EVEN TO SPAIN, LuckiLy, A GREATLY REDUGCED RESIDUE NOW REMAINS TO
e "processen® ~ 50 | FEEL THAT WE ARE BEGINNING TO BEE DAYL|GHT
ON THIS ENDLEBSS BUSINEBS. IN ADDITION TO THESE EXTERNAL BHI PMENTS,
WE ARE DAILY PROCESSEING INTERNAL CLAIME « MOBT OF THEM WHAT WE CALL
"Law 59 CLAtM8" = PROPERTY BELONGING TO FORMER ‘Jewr'sn owngrs. | AM
BLESSED WITH HAVING A8 AN INDISPENSABLE MEMBER OF MY BTAFF HERE A
woNDERFUL DUTGHMAN WHO GLORIES IN THE NAME OF JKMR, VON SCHMIDY Auf
ALTENSTADT <~ A FORMER TEA PLANTER FROM JAVA WHO HAB TAKEN TO KUNST
LIKE A DUCK TO wATER) WITHOUT Hi8 DEVOTED BEZRVICES | WOULD INDEED BE
SORELY MANDICAPPED. AB 1Y 18, | AM ABLE TO FIND TIME TO FAMILIARIZE
MYSELF WITH THE RICHES OF THI3 AND EVEN MORE DISTANT AREAS,

Two weeks Ao | was IN PAnea'woa A FEW DAYS AND HAD AN OPPORTUNITY
TO 8EE THE PRESENT EXHIBITION OF A BELECTION OF THE BerLIN MusEuMa' Plc-
TURES, | BENT YOU A COPY GF THE CATALOQUE, ALTHOUGH | DARE BAY YOU AL~
READY HAVE ONE, CHAMBON, DIRECTOR OF THE PETIT PALAIS, HAS DONE A SUPERB
JOB OF INSBTALLATION, THE HzB8815CHE TREUHANDVERWALTUNG 18 ANYTHING BUT -
ENTHUBIABY|C ABOUT THE PEREGRINATIONS OF THE BERLIN THINGS = A QGROUP |8
BEING 8HOWN IN BERLIN AT THE MOMENT} AND THE FRENGH EXHIBITION COMPR|BES
THE PICTURES WHICH WERE BHOWN A 8HORT TIME AGO IN BRUBSELS, PENDING UL~
TIMATE DISPOSITION OF THE BERLIN COLLECTIONS, OUR GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED

L
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THEM IN THE CUBTODY OF ?ut stslan Mtnlaren PRESI DENT & HDLZINQEE oF
THE BTAEDEL AND ‘DR, NOTHNAGEL ARE THE PRING | PAL LUMINARIES. IN THE TREU~
uAnnvznwALruua. THE OBJECTS THEMBELVES ARE PREBENTLY UNDER THE ROOF OF
- THE, LANDESMUBEUM HERE. AN AMUSING THING HAPPENED IN GONNECTION WITH THE
s PRESENT PARIS BHOWS AT THE CLOBE OF THE BnussaLa EXHIBITION, IT WA NE=
. '~ ° CESBARY TO WITHDRAW 2 OF THe |19 PAINTINGS, 80 THE FRENCH WERE PACED WITH
~ THE INTOLERABLE PROBPEGT OF HAVING A gHOW OF BUT [I] PAINTINGS = UN-
" rHinkasLe! Ul WAB WALTED UPON.BY M, Mououn, MY OPPOSITE NUMBER IN MAINZ,
" WHO  EARNESTLY EXPLAINED THIS DIFFICULT 81 TUATION, CouLp {UBE MY INFLUENCE
{A veErRY TENUOUS COMMODITY IN ‘THESE DAYS WHEN THE Gznmaus ARE ONCE AGAIN FEEL~
ING THEIR OATS IN NO MEAN wav) TO  INDUCE THE HEBS | ANS' TO- LEND THE WATTEAU
"_VENSEIGNE O GERSAINT" = AB 80987!7075 FOR THE 2 wn?aaaawn PrcTurgs? To
MY GREAT AquzMENT, THEY FINALLY AGREED = BUT IT WOULD BE AN EXAQGERATION
TO BAY THAT THEY 1D T IMPETUOUSLY‘ Nxenuzas TO 8AY, INCLUSBION OF THIB
mAaTznPnacs WAB A KEY MATTERS IT I8 ONE OF THE = W NOT IHE CROWNING GLORY
OF THE ExH!BlTION, AT LEABT rnow rnz FnzNOH VIEWPOINYe »

SoME WEEKS BACK I BPENT A WEEKEND AT BCHLOBS MAn;znsuae, THE PICTURESQUE
"RHINELAND GoTHicR" MONBTROBITY OF THE BRunswicks, NEAR HiLoEsHEiM. My wosT
was THE Duxe'e gLoesr seu, ERNBY ‘AUGUST = AN EXTREMELY PERBONABLE YOUNG MAN
oF 37 wHi BEARS A BTRIKINGEX naesmaLancs TO HIB rosszAds BROTHER, GeoRGE IV,
MAR|ENBURG ‘NOW CONTAINS THE CONTENTS OF THE orusn BRUNSWIOK CASTLE -~ BLANKEN~
BERG = IN THAT AREA, A CABTLE wnlcn, ous T0 AN UNFORTUNATE LasT minute (IN
l9k5) RE=-BHAPING OF THE SOVIET Zonc, rzLL WITHIN THAT ZONE INSTEAD OF THE

"BRITISH AREA OF CONTROL. |T 18 SBAID THAT FOR A PERIODOF TEN DAVS,A FLRET OF
TRUCKS WAS ‘ABSIGNED BY HIGHEBT BriTIBH AUTHORITY = | surPoBE ON ORDERS FROM
THE KING HIMBELF « TO PLY BARK AND FORTH BETWEEN MARIENBURG AND BLANKENBERG
~EMPTYING THE LATTER AND FILLING THE FORMER WITH PIcTURes (over 3,000!), Furn=
ITURE, PORCELAIN ETC{ THIs LABT SPRING, THE DUKE HELD AN AUCTION OF BOME OF
THE LEBSER THINGS, LIKE 80 MANY GERMAN FAMILIES, THE BRUNBWICKS ARE FACED WiITH
THE PROBLEM OF MA{NTAINING THEIR REVENUES (RAPIDLY DIMINISBHING) IN ORDER TO
PAY THE FLOCK OF OLD RETAINERS WHOM ruzv NATURALLY FEEL AN IRREVOCABLE
nzsponstanLlrv. ForR EXAMPLE, THI8 "FLOCK" AT MARIENBURG ALONE NuMBERS |50}
SiMILARLY, Luowi G AND Pga Hessen (8HE 15 A DAUGHTER OF "AUCKLAND GebpEs) wHo
LIVE IN AN &NGAGING BMALL SCHLOSS - WOLFSGARTEN = NEAR DAnmserr, GIVE REUGE
TO MOBE THAN A HUNDRED QLD PEOPLE, MIDDLE~AGED, AND CH!LDRENS- EVERYWHERE THERE
1S GRAVE APPREHENSION ABOUT THE RUBBIANE = MORE {NTENSE AS ONE NEARS THE BOR=
DERS. OF THE SoVIET GERMANX Zone; AND ONEVFINDS THAT THE PEOPLE OF THESE DIG=
TRICTE HAVE ALREADY MOVED BOME OF THEIR BELONGINGS TO REGIONS FERTHER WEST,
THE TENSBION 1S NOT 80 GREAT A8 |T WAB TWO MONTHS AGO, THANKS TO RECENT INDICA=
TIONS OF CONFERENGES WITH THE Russians,

SP:AKlNO OF‘THE,HQSBﬁnﬁg | FIND THAT THERE HAS BEEN BOMETHING OF AN ABOUT=FAGEK

REGARDING Luowic's cousIN - PHILIP OF HEBSE, WHOBE ACTIVITIEE IN ITALY DURING

THE WAR ARE PROBABLY BETTER KNOWN TO YOU THAN TO ME, HE HAB ALWAYS BEEN REPRE=
BENTED AS A RATHER SINISTER CHARAOTER, NOw THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY 8TORY (8

BEING TOLD ABOUT HIM AND HIB UNFORTUNATE WIFE, MAFALDA., ORJGINALLY ONE HEARD
THAT | HE HAD NOT STOOD IN THE WAY OF HER BEING CARTED OFF To BUuCHENWALD, wHERE

BHE FINALLY DIED. NOW THE FAGTS AREZ GIVEN ROUGHLY A8 FOLLOWSS THAT MAFALDA HAD .
BEZEN APPRISED OF THE TRUE FACTS CONGERNING THE DEATH OF Boris oF BuLGARIS »

"THAT 'ME HAD BEEN POIGONED BY THE GERMANSB. THE 18 WAS DANGEROUB INFORMATION FOR

_ HER TO POSSESB. . SUPPOSEDLY, SHE AND PHILIP HAD ARRANGED A CODE MEGSBAGE TO BE
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sxanneza BETWEEN THEM [F THT GOING GOT ROUGH, 'IT 18 s&so THAT, IN AGCORD=~

ANCE WITH THIS AGREEMENT, PHILIP WIRED MAFALDA TO MEET MIM AT THE TEMPELHOF
AIRPORT tN BERLIN ON A GCERTAIN DATE, BHE WAS TO COME WITH ALL MER JEWELB,

SHE DID 80 = BUT INBTEAD OF BEING MET BY PHRILIP, SHE WAB MET B8Y HIMMLER wHO
GRACIOUSBLY RELIEVED HER OF HER PRECIOUS MAND LUGGAGE AND LED HER OFF (unrnn&reuv)
To BucHenwALD, Isn'T THAT A G000 BALKAN YARNT  WHAREVER THE TRUTH MAY BE, PHILIP
NOW Lives N BECLUSION NEAR HERE AT THE OLD SCHLOBS KRONBERG, HIS& MOTHER, TO WMOM
'HAS BEEN RETURNED BUT A BMALL PORTION OF THE JEWELS PILFERED, | resreT TO BAY,

BY AN AMERICAN WAC CAPTAIN AND HER HUSBAND, A COLONEL -IN 19&6, - THE 0LD LAND~
GrAFIN, SIETER OF THE KAISER, LIVES IN A BMALL COTTAGE CLosz TO THE NEW KRON-
BERG CAarLE.

, lﬁ ALL GOES WELL, | MAY BE RETURNING TO ITALY AY EASTER = TO MOTOR FROM

Rome To Cap D'ANTIBES BY WAY OF THE HILL TOWN8 AND FLORENGCE. | BELIEVE THAT
Laurance AnND IsABEL wiLL BE IN-GREECE FOR A WEEK AT THAT TIME, 80 DON'T THINK

| sMALL 8EE THEM, |8ABEL S8POKE OF THESBE PLANS WHEN | SAW THEM BRIEFLY IN AMBTER=
DAM BEFORE THEIR FLIGHT To THE. STATES, | IMAQGINE THEY ARE ONCE AGAIN IN ROME,

AS BHE BAID THEY EXPECTED TO BE IN LONDON THE 3RO WEEK OF: FEBRUARY ON THE Rge
TURN Joun~zv. SHOULD IT BE MY GOOD FORTUNE TO BE IN FLoneucs, May | comg oNgE
AGAIN roa A CUP or Teat .

IR WITH ALL 000D W|BHES — AND PROM|SES OF ANO THER
"suLLeTIN® 1F THIS ONE MEETE YOUR 8TANDARDS!

SINCERRLY YOURS, '’
THomas C, Howe, Jwr,

Mr, BernHARD BerRcnBON
i Tarr
Sgrriananc, ITALY,.
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¢/o Beer ' ' ‘ ~ Novenber 20, ,1051
60 ¥oritzstrasse .
C¥Wieshaden, Germany - 0 Luaieocgine Dodola L Lean Crdlnar o

‘ Dear ﬂr.‘howe,;s

Tbank zou ioL ,our nlce dnﬂ 1ntmrest1ng letter of Nov lo 51.V,;¢'i= f o
I rmmembur a talk e ﬂud toaetner when -driving once from JRhein-}ain
to, ¥iesbaden about tfuvelling &ng. mllﬂage 01 .your . Car, sou -told me than
thut you, did not truvel around s much .at. home 4s ,you. 41d here.~But 5
fron uour 1etter T lemrned that your. Capacities in thls fleld even. en-
cromsed since you laft us in ﬁugust 3000 mlles a daJ! hcw ccould you ,
Stund this? T a& very. Dlea.sed ghal. Jou found .such''a nice pooale for',
your sister. For & long time now I, have not. heard fromBlackball but I,
hope . that he. i's reccverlng. Only«this arrxogantgman, von- Glelchem, I
sam a. few days befove3 but - -he, dldn't greetl meJr Re- the Metternlch affalr
I can tell you, that- T had smst OV, Y tabaphone call from Herr Erey Who
1ncu1red for the Fuerstln about the address of: this man gGusoner in. Bonn.
She will contact him also and push the matter fron ‘this:. end : She.will:,
also. use the argument of the X-nas, Exhibition. which. you prntended 1o
have planned., - I am sti1l.in my office in. Wiesbaden but.expect  thet:I.:
nust move. nov to Frankfurt within the mext: L4.daysi. The: blg mowe: 1o,
Bonn was started in,the. baginning of- this month, Than-of course they
will have plenty space in the IG Hochhaus, however..I learned.that one
helf of,that building will be.-occupied:in’ the future by. the. Army, =)
¥ith respect to our. big: problemo, nothing has: nappened,. For: your 1nfor~
mation I' m. enclosing & copy of my. wreport to liiss; Hall., It was difficult:
to get éven this small. report. together. The last para has been: jcut:off
Mr.Br.. didn't W1sh that I.should: wpite thls bacause of, " classified!
nztters: I expect to go- galn 10,1 Yunich, in :the next week.Brgitenbach--
2ven thaubht yhat o\ tnat pime we, mlght bwva pecelved the graee to, con~ .
tinue the pucklng of, the sustrian, stuif. Before we are doing it: I: h&ve"
to cheek again azbout’ 12 alntlngg ded 1ned for iustria.on h“na of French
cleins submitted by Rose Velland. Theru is a big Ch@nCv that part. of 41 .-
is included in. thls &hlpment.;MV gwn 1mppe5810n howavef is. that we Wlll’
not have received flnal instructlon“ by that time.. Al1. the: @xalces are.
vofklnﬁ very slow, much s0 better for me.:I'm peepared for: ¢he gcnerél
turn-ovpr to the Gern@n Cormlttee all receipts are. re&dv Munich- as-well
as for ¥Wiessbaden materlal. sfter a: cenversation which« I had. ¥ th- Breiten-
bzeh, . I, expect that our ofilce and. also my-, “1ife" “111 1ust until Febru=)
oy Mfrch next year. Here @ther%1se all- is- going. &ell A twoe: meeks BE0
T hed my- son Wolff.here for t¥d da;s.uIt was,really., wonderful.. M"zceuqin
Dr. Fotratz held a lecture for the students: of Frankfurt Univer51ty‘ut
Lorsch and. we both. went,with him. I .thaught; 1t. 2+ good idea to: show: my
son this.znd. I- hopQ he- 1earned. %omethlng out of.ite..:You.remeber our: trip
to ¥orms, Lorsch. ¢ -Wolff is now: since. August in pis new:borrding-school::

. 2t Kronberg. Le ﬁs now. very .happy.there:but-in, the .beginning agwarmntly

- he didn't like it very much. and .was,homesigk., I 1o arned-something: in-:.
teresting from. hlb teacher, Dr. MlChPlS. Wolff ‘run away.the very fir t
day he came.to hronoerg.fNobody knew Ahere he; went to. So.the. pollc&
and his moth@r wWere., w&rned.,Flnallj th=J iound him- in:. prnhiurt alttlng
on & street hear {he hou5° _where his mother-lis: 11v1ng. He.told. thefpeople

who! Iouna him. there, thwt he 1ntend zd Lo - tfhnp to ;unloh to hl% f$thcr
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aho is there in the collectlng Foint. I had written him tqat I should
be ‘there during August. When I learned this story I had 2 rather ]
curiodus fev llng, ¥hy he alan't vant o .go to his mother and why to me?
In Hettsnhelm all is going well. Ve are 42lking very often ?bout you
all. Also Christian is asking: Kommt.Mr, Howe nie wisder her % .
Last aveﬁena I. stayou.ut hmttonhelm Oﬁowuse Gerda S. f%ther Was “way.
sunday. evening Gerda and .went 1o llpsowd en - to.- ‘g0 £0 the opera (Carmen)
All the p¢heﬁs here, are. full of notices about the .opera-how-bad it is
going and ths pnople showed not enough interest in-it ete. So ve
thaught it musi be easy to get soats.fwben ve came thﬂre, not a single
seat was %tlll .available, and we went pome,.very disappointed.as you can
imegins,. Tpat is how f@r you ean trust-articles in the papers. Gorda'c
youngest 81star, Ullii, I believe.you have seen.her once, is: nov tmklng
/ riding lessons: in- Wiesbaden at, the Weiss:.Tattersal. She iS'vdry'hdp
and enjeis.it, but her teacher is ealling off:ihe leqeons very often- in
the very lnsi: mlnute, s0 I cu??aeted that she. should change from Weiss
to Frl..M9rianne,....@.(,mhat is-her: hame,:Ivhaive.forgotten it ). How-
ever I have nothing to say zbout this, the"CGre=t Man" in -Hattenheim has
to:decide..it. Funny, but it.is.now more:.¢han'a year that I have seen
end spoxen to Gerda's Eather -for the last time, although-he-knew very
well -thzt I am often:at Hattenheim..iI'm-quite shure that I could get
along. with him yery well but.we avoid each other.as. long as our, “Pffair"
is not yet settled. - About .two weeks ago-I-.had.a call irom & man who
didnt't give his name, He SyOke flu@ntlj english but not Amerlc n..and . -
inguired wether you-were in. or net. Tpan.I told . pim-. th@t you: hwd already
left Germany enml gave him your address. I wonder if.¢his. was m®x this
fat man from the iuto =8 lon ? Never-an invoice-from the nuto—eulon was
rnc;lvmd. .Bow is the.v Rovbr" u01ng it, o you, still like. hlm as:much as
you did. . ?-.I-m also yery. happy. “that Mrs Nipper ald send .you these
4oo-day clocke. ‘At the moment it is & real " ragel with this clocks
and you can see them in avery shop or A la ole saying- that they are sold
oud =and hlll be expsctied again in so: and so many days.- For Mr. - .Cunning-
ham I have still nothdons anything: It 1s psglly hard to find things
in which he might be ynterested. The:.only .painting ( pznel, 52:x38-cn)
which 1s offered here ie a Floris" Portrazit of a voman" ( Meeresgoattin)
of which thz2 counterpsrt is in the possession of the'Kalser Friedrich
Museum en " exvertise! by Toersier is aveilable, Priee not glven. I will
wvrite 4im this, but E¥Zznl do not expect. that he is.intersested in it.-
I alzo got 2 12ttsr from Thv Roell asking fort hoto from a Honthorst
epinting 40 the s2llery of Schloss Reinhartshausen at Erbach. Tt was
not very essy to get it, b?Cause +he Hohenzollern rssp. .Preussens have
notiing. to say about Schloss Reinhartshausen now. The administration:

-1s now undeér-s csrtain man Gérmersheimer who i3 4dcting for all kiex
heirs together. But finrlly I got the photo. Roell gavVe me also the
address oY the owner ol 2 wellknown Duteh firm to whom he had spoken
zbout me. I wrote this man and apprlied for a job but nothing cuame out
ot it pecunse this firm dropped there plans to establishe big plantatio
in French Vest Africe ( Ivorycoast) because of lack of workmun in this
térea. - Tpank you very much for the letter of Mr. Firestone. I followed
vour suggestion und copied the letter and send it together with a letter
cfrom myself to Mr. Gledhill, using your draft for the Firestone Comp.
as & sumplv. I 2lso did send my forms off 40 the US Consulate now, -

I aw enclosing s memo of the Consulate ragsnrding the sponsorship for

A . . .
7our information. From some pecple here I learnad that one has now 4o

.
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wzit until the registration number is called up. No exceptions will be
nzdes -, but there is xzXX 2 rossibility to spesd up the matter if one
has rezlly good connections. It hapmnens that psople who has arplied _
rrlier for immigration to ¢he States and {zs 2 ,ather low quota number
nve changed thair mind, than suproqen the connaﬁtlon% it happens that
onz can be switched over to this loer quota number, but it is not

oulte legally. — With: ragard to 4he exchange. program’ you. wrote that

000031n€ to vour informant employment by BICOG #msm doesnlt-make &
person ireligible: . I was told hereithat-it is.penlly so,.but the main
r01nt is that =ll rorsons‘who have 3lready. fllmd 2, request for. immigra-

tion o thﬂ States are ineligible-for- exchange, th"t.I have.saen mgself
on a nrlnted form, which I saw gquitz accidentally in the -office of -

Breite nD&Ch.;uhwt you wrote, nmwabout your visit-in ¥Washington.and.the
pO)qlbllltl‘“ re the new set-up.in Bonn was not only .insteresting but

als0 gave us here. very dollghtfui gspacts, to see-you all here again . .

I vauld pe wanderful, if. it,works out and-1f.1it%t is &ccaptable to vour
Don't you ':ed than an indggenous a551stunt ?. I know-onel - .

Tcur r” ik re ¥iss h.‘WuS 1nttrast1ng DQCQuae I get- hera & 51m11ar .

1mpres€1on in connection \1tn our office. I thaught. that she woula be

in & very close contact . with here end. exchange. letters etec. - semi

officinl and Qf;lClul out until today Mr. Be -h&s not racelved one .

letter from her. I don‘t know wether jt.is the feult of her of:of hinm.

Also we naver he=rd again: dbout the raffir of the stolen ‘gens of the’

Startliche Nus anwmmlung, M Anchen whlch vas peported: hy Prof .anhard

You did send ths jetter'to her, I rmmembwr it and we forget to enclos

the photostatic copies.of -thy C&twlo Tue, vhlch.you took with You for
personal:delivery to her. Now Pﬂof. Shusta*'s office is constantly. .=
rressing.us ve the: ansver and tho iaken steps .in this matter. I told"

Br, that the- matter is-antively in tha hznds of the department and :tha 11
you mentlonad to ma +h t vou would talk about this during your visit
in ﬁ»ahln%ton. Te qmvnr hmardvmcaln from Miss H.'é office what+steps-
nave besn taken, What Mwr.B3re, iz doing mow in.this .ease T .don't knov but

I presume fhat he w1ll »*kﬂd the Devartment for informations— '
Garda and ner mother joins me in sending lirs. Howe, Primrose and you
our very bﬂst zreetings. ' S N o

‘(D

‘ﬁ

. . . . -1 am always .
e Lyours .. . - pp—

'

P.3. Faisons had 2 lot ot trouble With “their &ae- frnlgm and aloc uth >
) the voucher, ¥ou crpowbld, zard ‘21l about this. We. .did what we o
coulq from our and »nd I hoIe that wll 19 stnwlanbnOd out DI NoW,
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. QFFICE GF ﬁILITAdY GUVERNME ND rQR BERHARY (U3)
) office of the Militapy - -
\ : Govarnor ‘

) ~*¢fx’
&

SUBIECTs  Material from Austrid Repositories dt Munich
;:~uantrll ollecting roint

70 . Director of .iunlch Central ollecti o;nt.‘
. . Restitution Branch . . '
'Proparsj Division. ‘ o :
. Uffice of 1111Lary Governdent: for Bavaria
- AFO !';‘..47’ ) o:)oA.rmy :

. Attn: APA% ‘“ecﬁfon

lo 1 -aceerdance with the conierenca uftween CGlQﬁel
Kckie, RDAR Division, USACA, .and ¥r, ?oward, Regtitution &%

- Reparations: Branch, OMGU3, thé Iollowing diaposxtion wlll be

aade of cultural 1ataxlale remomgd from Austrian.reposltcrles
to thie Munich uﬂﬂ ral Collecting Point -under.ihs sToBMmaNts of
August 1945 and July 1946, between USFA and 5. It shoudd
be nouted. that dyffOle&UGly two thousand items have already;
beern raostitutéd to countriss formerly. oceupiad, By the Germans,

s

“and Lhat the ml”elel concernad consists largely oft MdbulLdl

collectad for Lhe sd=called "Hitler-Ling-iussws'' which . N
intended tc e outh in Linz, Austria. It should also be noted
that Lh;» is in accord with the principlas of = x~88562, 28 '
llu.u\ls-)t 1)48 and thLLL"\L 8800 l’ ﬂlgust 1948.

2. The iabterial will be svreennd w1th the aid of the

micreclilm of inv»xbas and correspondence of the Linz iuseun,
iato five categuries, as followss -

‘Caz,ahory I, aterial clearly proven to ba of German
orizin (1.€., acquired in Germany, originating there
befure 12 march 1938)

, Catepory II, Materlal clearly provenl to be of Austrian
origin (Acquired in Austria, and olther removed from
therse subsequent to 12 March 1938 or ear-marked for

i, 7, ' the Hitler-Linz-iuseum).

W . Category III.- Material removed from countries occupied

by the Germans (other than Austri&) and bubject to
xa;bl*utlon . '

. Catosory IV, Paintings by AuStrian’artistss‘with no
k Austriun export stamp, and no othor evidence of origine

-1 -
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- Material from Austria Hepositories at dunich Central bollectlng
‘Pointg. gG G077 (FD)

bategogyvv. ﬁa&erial~whose.0rigin can not be traced.

5« 4, The material 1ound to belong in Category I, will
‘ be retained at tho Mdunich Central Co]lectinb Peint and releasad
Lo the dinistsy Tresident of Bavaria as Germw:. ért in accordance
with existing directives. ‘ '

be The
be returnad Lo tr
transportation re

material found to belong in Category II, will
3 custody of USFA, which will provide ik
c23sary.

C. Tho Hatorial found tO“b&lOanin Categ orv 11D, will
be retvainsd at the Xunich Central Collecting JaLnt and r=sti-
tuted to the uagropriate CO&UﬁTi@S 1mmdldtelye :

d. The material found to belong in Category IV, will
ba releused to UoXA as havipg been presumptively ramoved from
gustrias dnd,U"‘ will provids the necessary transportatlon.

‘6. fhe matsrial sound to belong in Cotesory V, will
not bc releassd or digposed of without agreement between USFA
and CHGUS. It 1s noped that the thorough screcning of this
maugwl*T uil‘ reuce this category to @ very small number of

itais.

BY DIRICTION OF PHE QILITARY GOVERNUD:

GoH. GARDE
Lieutenant Colonel, AGD
AdJutant Genera

Tel: Karlsruhe 517 &
isxt. 251
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'Mn T C. Howe';dé,,: LTURAL FRoPaarv’Ofr;csa H!COG .

MRS D S U

~8UMMARY OF DECEMBER 1950 NDNTHLY REPORT"QF “THE CENTRAE COLLECT!NG POINT;
ILANDE NUoEUM WIES BADEN,

sy

':‘_«gu o ‘.\ e

lec Tunee MAUN'BGC?IONaz

BITOGH e Tne

LS

I "\“ '! ,: 4’ K L
2)*MAJOR PaoaLsms &

tr.

LT

3) OpcaArloms, COMPRISING A "PLAY BY PLAY" ACCOUNT OF CURRENT SHIPMENTS -
MAINLY OUTGOING, BUT OCCABIONALLY INCOMING (AS WILL BE NOTED
BELOW IN THIB BUMMARY OF THE REPORT FOR chemacn 1950, wHicH
MAS DEEN SELECTED A8 TYPICAL. ).

THus tT 16 THE OPERATIONS SECTION WHICH WILL PROVIDE THE INTERESTED LAYMAN
WITH THE CLEAREST PICTURE OF THE REGULAR AcrtVnTLés ofF tHe CCP, VicamaDEN,

Duesme THE REPORTING PERIOD REFERRED, T0 ABOVE THE FOLLOWING OUT—8HIPMENTS,
g ALTOGETHER (Nos, 240-2A7 incL.),weRe | OOMPLETEDt
- Dec.l = 2 PAINTINGS RETURNED TO LOCAL OWNERS,
- Dec.7 = 4 PAINTINGS REBTITUTED IN ACCORDANCE WiTH Law 59 (JewisH owneRs)
- = Dec.l4 - 1 case conTAINTING 215 PERBONNEL FILES RESTITUTED To N.Y. OwNeER,
= Decol5 = 115 painTings; 19 ORAWINGSS AND T2 MIBCELLANEOUS OBJECTS RELEASED
v : : Tto ovmner (An ARt DEALER), HIS CLAIM TO OWNERSHIP HAVING .BEEN ES—
' TABLISHED AFTER LENGTHY RESCARCH,
- Dec.l® = 135 cases conTaining 14,822 Jewisu sooxse, sHiPPED Yo AJDC, ANTWERP.
- Dec. 1% = | case conTAInING 139 Jewi sH Books (LAaw 59 cASE) RESTITUTED YO
: owneER IN TeL-Aviv, lsragL,
= OECc,19 = I8 PAINTINGS AND 10 CARPETS RESTITUTED TO OWNER (LAw 59 cAsE ),
- Dec.?20 - 6 RARE BOOKS RETURNED TO LOCAL owwza, WHO HAD ESTADLISHED HIS
R1GHTFUL CLAIM TO THEM.
TuerrwAS | INCOMING 8HIPMENT DURING THE REPORT!NG PERIOD 73 YOLUMED OF
THE hbm;rzvk UNIVERSELLE, ERRONEOUSLY TRANSFERRED TO CUBTODY OF THE HesgIAN
HINISTER PRESIDENT . Tueee VOLUMES WILL NOW BE REoTlTUTED YO THE Faznca Gov'r,
WHICH HAS FILED A RIGHTFUL CLAIM TO THEM. ‘

RecapLTULATION OF OPERATIONB REVEALS THAT A ToTAL oF 15,%54 (rems weme RESTITUTED
DURING THe MOnNTH OF Decemser 1950, LEAVING A TOTAL OF o7, 450 ITEMS AND 53 BOXES
YET TO BE LIQUIDATED,
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SummaRy of Decemacr 1950 MoNTHLY Rspoar OF THE CEN?RAL CorLtecTINGg POINT,
Lanoesmugeum, Wiessaben., (cont! o)

OUR RECORDS REVEAL THAT A TOTAL OF 380,346 1TEMs WAVE BEEN RESTITUTED

DURING THE OPERATIONS OF THE CCP, WESBADEN, SINCE 176 ESTABLISHMENT,. IT
BHOULD BE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THIB rnauaz GIVES A' VERY MODEST IMPRESSION

OF THE VYOLUME OF MATERIAL WHICH HAS BEEN pROCESBEDY, INASMUCH A8 THE FiG~
'URE GIVEN INCLUDES, E.G., | LOT NUMBERING 979 CABEB CONTAINING IN EXCESE OF
1,200,00 INDIVIDUAL ITEMS, AND ANOTHER LOT OF l ?64 BOXES CONTAINING 3,000,000
INDEVIDUAL ITEMS, :

The DecemBer REPORT ALSO CARRIED MENTION OF EthBsrlom ACTIVITIES AT THE GALLER=-
1ES OF THE WIESBADEN LANDES MUSEUM, WHICH HAVE BETN UNDCER THE JUR!SDICT!ON OF THE
DirecTor ofF THE CCP,. DURING DECEMBER THESE COMPRISED -THE FOLLOWINGS AN EXHIBI~
TioNn OF WATERCOLORS BY J.M.W, TURNER; AmoEleatrlom of EuropPean LANDBCAPE PAINTING
FROM I5OO 10 19D0 (CHOSEN MAINLY FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE BERLIN Museums) AND
AnNCExHIBITION OF HisTorRIC WALLPAPERS, ‘Tnese EXHIBITIONS WERE ARRANGED WHOLLY OR
IN PART, BY THE DiIREcTOR qg@Jus GCP. HENcaFonTw, EXHIBITIONS = EXCEPT AS A TERMIN=
ATING ACTIVITY — WiLL NOT FIGURE IN THE MONTHLY REPORT, s:wcs THESE ACTIVITIES
WILL BE MANDLED BY THE APPROPRIATE GERMAN AUYHORIT!EB.’
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- Subjeoty - Baseswof Daoiaians ao oarning "Iaentified"

;‘tufabla itenpg ware. conaidered "id tified” for the reas

~tifiad” I nsed

" OORPIDENTIAL

o _,owms OF BCONOKIC AFTAIRS
» emwmmmomnmr B,RANOH,

Da xtment of’ stat@,‘
Waahingtankzs,'

a\ffairs,""HmOG“,“ APO 757-A, -
1 eadquarters Bldgﬁ Frankfurt

a*PUniaentitied" in"Austrian: omplex

A Thevfollowing oatagories of residual unrest

cited belaw.’“Identified" does not necessarily mean "German
property", but. werely -that .the obJjects wae not, unidentified
and -therefore. that it remainb heregﬂha @ aymbei for “4 dan-

(1) Pr&vate Garman ownership at source,. no‘evi-
%enﬁo of durese, ‘gontinuous history in Germany till aoquired
y azie. .

' (g)yﬂﬂrliest available fvidéﬁ
wartime history ‘a_private ‘German owner. in Waat Zone,

“,Ho
further 1nformation availabla from or about‘this ownar.

evidenaa is no fault of tha German e
(4) Acquired from private “Austrian sourge, noi:

' ovidenss of duress. (If an Austrian dealer, end above Linz TS

No. 1000, then considersd “unidenﬁif 8

ARB JFAMSON
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(5) Ling numbera prior to 380, Reger's first
registration wag 'in sunmer.: 1938, Virtually everything had
been in the Fihrerbau for months. The.chance of anything
with Linz No. balow 380 .being .acquirsd after the Austrisn -
Anschluss isg negligible. «

(6) Linz numbers 380 - 1000, acguired between 1938

‘and 1940 before occupation of Fpance, Holland,- Bglgium.-«
Such iters could only have baen acquired in Germany, or
Austria,. or Poland, or Czechoslovakia (otherwise in non-

. oceupied oountrieeS» Wae.do not restitute to the last two,

. If Austrian private’ aoaroe, there is no evidence of duress,
tharefore Caerman, property. I€ Austrian dealer, should pre- .
‘sunnably be called “unidentified™, but nevertheless thers is
no evidence of dur&aa. Rensone to coneider "identified"
cutnunmber and outwaigh pcssib;e reasona to consider "N
identified" A

(7) Bruno Tuifal Gollaction; BRE- aeparate memno.

(8) Purchased in Italy between 1940 and break of
Italo-Ggrman axis in.-1943. These: itens are olaimed by
Italiane. If Italians are correct, the. items .are restitu- .
table to Italy (I do not believe thay should ba restituted
to Italy). If Itallians are Aincorrect, then freely purohaaed
in Italy, therefor, Q S A

(3) Not a work of art (em framaa, reproductiona
Jmodern furnishings Lox" Oberaalzherg, etc.).,ﬁy instruoticna
referrad only o works of ‘art.” A

(10) Probably reatitutablo to Franca, Holland (vary

Tow 1tema involved).fnmtn e et . e
_Note 1: Letter to e from T C. Howe, 9 Auguet 1951, atates
‘ "1 agree in all gqases with your reassuning about
(1) Linz Numbera before 380; (2) 381 =1000."

Note 213 Excerpt of letter to ue from Mise Hall (Infcrmal-
. 0fficial), dated:22-ipy-195ls "1 .gertainly ngree
that if an item was. freely parohpsed in Austria
: by uermans, it 18 German- property and not Austrian.®
. To this’ point I ‘have added that if’‘no*evidenée then
E: free purchuse ie preaumed. Howa agraed with that,

. -
o AT ,.x,:

h L VA T
: IR 3
e
P
. Con

S. LANE I"AISON, JR.

H;b()(;, FROP ]./ V. OLA
COLLECTING POINT MUNICH
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GONRIDENTIAL

OPTICE OF BCOROFIC AFTAIRS
QULTURAL PROPERTY BRANCH .
COLLECTING POINT, MUNICH
- 10 Arcisstrasse

Munich, Germa
August 31, 1951

Toy ' o
Mige Ardelia R. Hall, S -
Arts and Monuments. Offioer, ~
‘ Department of.state, s
Waahingten 25, D.0C.
- and A o
Dr. Edgar Breitenbach, , :
E & OR Division, Office of Puhlio
Affeirs, HICOG, APO.T75T7=A,
" Headquarters Bldg., Frankfurt

gt

-Subjeétx Bases of Dgoipions oonoerning "Identiried”
and  "Unidentified" in Austrian Conmplex.

The following eategories of reaiﬂual unreati- _
tutable iteme were considered "identified" for the reasons
cited below, "Identified" does not necessarily nmean “German -
property", but merely that the objects was not unidentified
and therefore that 1t remains here. Aa a symbol for “iden-
tified" I used ‘ : '

(1) Private German ownarehip at source, no evi-
denﬁe of duress, continuous hiatory in Germany till acquired
by Nazis,

‘ (2) Barliest available evidance of continuous
wartime history a private German owner in Wget Zone. No
further information available from or about this owner.
(If a dealer in Wemt Zone, then declared "unidentified").

- (3) Earliest available evidence in continuous
wartine history a source in East 40ne. Lack of available
evidaence is no fault of the Germans. .

, (4) Acquired frou private Austrian souroce, no .
ovidenes of dursese. (If an Austrian dealer, and above Linz -
‘No. 1000, then considered "unidentifie

119978
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(5) Linz nurbers prior to 380, Reger's first
registration wag in surmer 1938, Virtually everything had
been in the Pihrerbau for wmonths., The chance of anything
with Linz No. below 380 being acquired after the Austrian
Anschluaa is negligible.

(6) Linz nunbers 380 - 1000, acquired between 1938
and 1940 before occupation of Pyance, Holland, Balgiunm.
Such items could only have baen mcquired in Germany, or
Austria, or Poland, or Czechoslovakia (otherwise in non-
oceupled countries). We do not restitute to the last™ two,

~ If Austrian private source, thers is no evidence of duress,
therefors German property‘ If Austrian dealsr, should pre-
sunably be callaed ‘funidentified®, but nevertheless thore is
" no evidence of dureas. Reasone to consider "identified"
cutnunber and ocutweigh posaidble reasons to consider "un-
identified“

(7) Bruno Teifel Collectiony mee separate menmo,

: (8) Purchased in Italy between 1340 and bresk of
Itelo-Ggrman axis in 1943. These items are claimed by
Italians. If Italians are correct, the items are restitu-

table to Italy (I do not believe they should be rastituted
to Italy). If Italians are incorrcct, then freely purchased
in Italy, therefora Geraqn proporty.

(9) Yot a work of art (enpty framos, reproductions,
nodern furnishings for Obversalzberg, ete.). Hy instructions
referraed only to works of art,

(10) Probably restitutable to Prance, Holland (very
fow itenms involved).

Hote 1: TLetter te e from 'T.C, Hawe, 9 Auguet 1951, states
‘"] agree in all cases with your reassuning about
(1) Linz Nucbers before 380; (2) 381 - 1000."

Notg 231 [Excerpt of letter to e from iliss Hell (Inforzal-
Officinl), dated 22 Hay 1951: "I certainly agree
that if an iter waae freely purohaaed in Austris.
by Germans, it is German property and not Austrian.”
To this point I have added thaet if no evidence then
a free purchase is presumed. Howe agreed with that.

S. LANE FAISON, JR.

HIiCOG 1'1\\,, DY . OL[\
COLLLCTIN G POINT MUNICH -

1119979
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OPFICE OF RECONOMIC AFFAIRS
CULTURAL PROPEZRTY BRANCH
COLLECTING POIND, WUNICH

10 Arcisstrasse

Zunich, Germa
August 30, 195

Dr. SZ4gar Breitenbach o
- E & CR Division, Office of
Public Affairas, HICOKG,
Frankfurt, APO 757-A

Dear kdgar:

Anmong the residual duties that you will inherit fron
this office as of ite teruination August 31, ysu will pre-
sunably represent the interest of the U.8. government in
conversations oconcerning the selection and approval of a
German Committee for Cyltural Restitution, which would be
enpowerad to take over external restitution of works of
art whenever the pesce~treaty is signed.

1 am pure you are inforaed of the status quo. and
I know that you have taken part in one or wore conversa-
tions on this subject in Prankfurt. . '

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise you in
the gtrongest terms to dismpprove the membership of
Dy« Bernhar i1 on thie cormittee, whether as a’
‘full member or as an euployes who would direct a working
agency responsible to such a committee. The enocloased
olipping from the "iHiinochener Herkur" of 30.8.51 indlcates
that Dr. Hoffrann has opinions about the pending tranesport
- %0. Austrir which he ip willing te give to the press. Thesc
opinions, chauvintstically German, are exactly in line with-
- his actions &s ip. Thouas Howe and I have obaserved then
for the papt eizht zonths. Ingtead of acting as an arbiter
for international interests, and thereby helping to clear
the (ernan nane in the postwar aftermath of Nazi looting
activities, he hgs prewged the Cerman intereat in the S
narroweat sense of the term. Thereby the spirit of cooper-
ation which prevalled in the CCP *unich aver gince its
establishient in 1945 has been seriounsly marred. To cite
an exauple, Dr. Hoffuann cauwe to uer personally to cast
. suspleion on #iss Valland for the loss of the Ling P{lm,

-]l -
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which weg later discovered to have baoon thrawn in the

trash heap of this bailding by error by German employees

of Mr. Haneing's: sf?ica when he wasg the Direotor of the
" gollecting Point, :

Dr. Hoffmann has shown no cansidaratien whatevsr
for the following faote. (1) The Geruans are extreue
- fortunate that the cohtents of the Austrian ropositories
were brought by U,8. aotion to Lunich in 1545-1946.,
(2) The Austrians have a olsim to some of the residue of
the Hitler colleotion by right of having peid taxes cut of
wshich purchapges were made for the sollsotion (bills were
ald by the Reichskanzlei over Lamaers' signatuxe).
3) Dr. Hoffuann wos gonfidentiglly informed of the agres-
. went to return the unidentified works to Austria by ny
nemo t¢ Dy. Hanfstanagl of July 12. 4) In wy decisions as
to what wae identified and what was not, I have given the
Germang every reascnable doubt, and identified T8 % of the
reaidus instead of 20 % ae predicted.

' Ever ‘sinee Angust 13, I heve been wondering where
the Germgn newspapers were getting such scourate informa~
tion about affairs ¢of the Colleoting Yoint, ‘

- Dre Hoffmeann's atatenent to the "Herkar® that "as
gich un einwandfrelgs deutsches iigentum handele™ is an
absolute falsehood. All property cards narked "ynidentified"
by uze wers turned over to Dr. Hoffmann for cheoking before
the fiaal list wae padg. Wo oleim for thene piotures was
ever received by mwe fron Dr. Hoffmann oy his superior,

Dr. Janfetasngl, sxcept for a few miscellansous itewssm. One

clain, given me at the last minute for 2 Corinth on which

there was no information whatever bYetween 1932 and ite ,

acquisition in 1943/44, I rejsotad. There were several other

%tamshin the sane catego:y, but Dr. Hoffrnann made no olain
0oy tham.

1 ecan assure you that ¥isa Valland will oppose
br. Boffisann's neuhsrship on the proposed Conwittee and
I trust that you will saprort her. ,

Sinoerely,

oc to Miss Hall b
Mia® Vallan%:> 53fé&# . T T
Dr. Sattler S L."/:\_l’ AR A ‘;’ o E

T CEA
' COLLECTING POINT MUNICH

}"r. fhiller HJ:(J'L) ;. Aot
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OFFJ CB OF MILITARY GOVHERNMENDP FOR G3RMARY (U )
Office of the m111t4yy :
Governor -
PO 742

J')
Yia s e

AG 07 (:-D) | | rs ,_»s_‘", it f’ ) S

s

SUBJIECY MaberLAl from Austria Repositories at Munich
Central Collecting Foint .
70 3+ Director of iunich Central Collecting Point,
' Restitution Branch
Property Division
Office of #ilitary Government for Havaria
APD 407, U.S.Arny :

Attn: MPA%A Bection

l. Ip accerdance with the conference batween Colonel
NCRBe, RiZR Division, UsACA, und X¥r, Howard, Hestitubtion &
Reparations Branch, umGUo, the fellowing disposition will be

made of cultural materials removed from Austrian repositcries

bo the Vunici Contral Collecting Point undsr f'a &EPGquntS of
Auzust 1945 and July 1946, between USFA and £.GUS. It should
be noted that apyproximately two thousand items have already
been raatituted to countriss formerly occupisd by the Germans,
and that the material concerned consists largely of material
collectad for thw soecalled "Hitler-Linz-iussws' which was

v intended tce be bullt in Linz, Austria. It should also be noted
that tils is in waccerd with the principles of 1X-88362, 28
August 1948 and §aR-X 88001, August 1948,

2. The iaterial will be screened with the aid of the
,mic:cfllm of invoices and correspondence of the Lipz Museun,
into {ive cateogories, as followss

Category I. daterial clearly proven to be of German
origin (l.e., acquired in Germany, originating there
befure 12 iarch 1938). '

Caterory II, materlal clearly provern to be of Austrian
origzin (Acquired in aAustria, and either removed from
there subsequent to 12 iarch 1958 or ear-maried for

. i, 7 ' the Hitler-linz-iuseum).
'i‘iy’_ﬂ “V/\wv Catggory III.  Material removed from countries occupiéd
2 EA by Uhe uermans (other than Austria) and subject to

rw'“¢uut10n .

Tl Cat@gory 1¥. Paintings by Austrian artists, with no
LA (O austrian export stamp, and no other evidence of origin. -

-] -
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iaterial from Austria Reposxtories at #unich Central Ccllectxng -~

‘Point. AG 007 (#D)

Categord V. material whose origin can hot.be traced.

3. &. The material found to belong in Category I, will
be retained at the Munich Central Collecting Point and released
to the \lnl)t“r resident of RBavaria as Germwn art in accoerdance
with thbtln& directives.

‘b, The material found to belong in Category Il, will
ba returned tc the custody of UBFA, which will provide the
trangportation necessary.

Co  Tho Haterial found to belong in Category 11I, will
be retained at the ¥unich Central Collsecting Point and resti-
tuted to the appropriate countries immdiately.

d. The material found to belong in Category IV, will
bs releused to V),A a8 having been presumptively removed from
suutLia, and U4t will provide the necessary transportation.

. @. e matsrial found to belong fin Category V, will
not be released or disposed of without agreement between UsFA
and CHGUS. It 1s hoped that the thorough sereening of this
matsrial &ill reduce this categoery to a very small number of
items. ‘

| BY DIR:ICTION OF THE MILITARY GOVERNCU:

GoHe GARDE
. Lieutepnant Colonel, AGD
‘ Adjutant General

Tel: Warlsruhe 617
‘ ixt. 251

wa fhowe. 7. C.
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DPPICIAL. TIONS TO

~

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

wwisec . DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

AIR MAIL

PIRSONAL | February 14, 1951

Dear Tom:

Many thanks for your letter of February 7. I hasten to tell
you that I have been working on the recovery of the painting of
St. Katherine, attributed to Rubeng, for sometime. The present
difficulty lies in the fact that the member of the Los Angeles
police force who has the painting in his possession has now refused
to surrender it voluntarily and a new aporoach has to be made. As,

- I have sole responsibility in the recovery of looted works of art

in the United States and work with the c00perat10n of the Treasury
Departument and the Department of Justice in these matters, it will
ve preferable if all information or inquiries are channeled through
this office. I do not mind your writing to Ir. Valentiner, but I
have dealt with Mr. James B. Byrnes, Curator of Contemporary Art, at
the Los Angeles Museum and the Museum is no longer necessarily in-
volved in the case. This is particularly true now since the man
holding the painting, a Mr. J. P. Frary, has now retained a lawyer.
In the past, Edgar Breitenbach has dealt directly with claimants
even after he left the Munich CCP and by and large it is to be pre-
ferred that such dealings only be on an OfflClal basis by Treasury or
Justice officers.

With regard to the letter received from Heinrich Amersdorffer, I
will forwerd it to Edwin Taggert, Chief of the Historical Property
Division, Department of the Army, for whatever information he. can
give us. I believe he may already know about this claim.

Wlth regm‘d the Berlin paintings, I have learned from Mrs. Irene

'hﬂlmel who 1is now in Washington, that a further extension of the loan

exhibition after the announced closing date of March 31 mey be requested.

Mr. Thomas Howe, Jr.,
Cultural Affairs Advisor,
OLC Hesse,
APO 633, c/o Postmaster,
New York, New York.

AAATHowe. . T.C.
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As the approval of the Department when Ted Heinrich was here was:
given for the loan of these palntings to Berlin only conditional upon
the completion of the Museum in Dahlem where they could be properly
and safely housed, the extension of the loan - ahould HICOG request
the Department's’ approval would require cl e appropriate
divisions of GER. ‘

As perhaps you know from a recent letter which I sent to Lane,
I have called Ted Roussean on the telephone and asked him to ship the
trunk of Art Looting Investigation Unit pepers to Washington. I have
also sent a memorandum to Fred Shipman, Chief of the Records Division,
asking him to take the appropriate steps through channels for the
return of the documents whlch Ted Rousseau loaned the Recuperaﬁon in
Paris. >
| ' . .
I am delighted to hear that Althea Westland|is still in the
British-Zone. Give - her my kindest regards when next you see her.

- Sincerely yours, -
m

Ardelia R. Hall
Arts and Monuments Officer

ARH:mms
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THE CONSTABLE REPORT
0K -
J; MTLITARY GOVERNMENT AND VISUAL ARTS

S —

Bad Naunhelm, June 15489
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I have the honor to preszent herewith a report on Military Govarnmnt
and Visual Arts, .

Recent changes in the constitution and poliey of Military Govern-
‘ ment are likely to make some of the recommsndations therein superfluous;
» but I have retained the sections in which they ap;:uear9 since they help
to build up the pattern of a program,

_ I should like to pay warm tribute to the courtesy and cooperation
I have invarisbly reseived from the officials of Militery Government I
have been privileged to regard as colleagues. Busy people;, often over-
whelmed with administrative detalls, have always found time to advise
and to help, have bsen lavish in hospitality, end most responsive to
suggestion, Some kind of office space (if only a chair) has invariably
been found; and secretaries hawve cheerfully undertaken the typing of
memoranda and letters, of shepherding a stranger through the mazes of
military government routineg and giving him all posasible ald in cerry-
ing on his work.

W aD OP SR D Cwm OR OO &0 o

The abbreviation ECR used contimcusly throughout this report, .
symbolizes the Education and Cultural Relations Division of U. S.
Military Government. _

ES

AR (KW, T.C
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Introduction

Scope of Enqﬁirykandbﬂéport
A. Basic Assumptions
B. Basie Difficulties

Section I
(1)

(2)

Restitution Problems '

Looted works of art whose present whereabouts
is unknown

Works of art in the Colleoting Points formerly
owned bty Nazis

Boeaannndatioms

(3)

(4)

Works of art from Austrian repositories brought
to the Munich Collecting Point

Hbrka of art whose original owner and method of
acquisition have not been traced

" Recommendations

Section II Conservation of Works of Art

(1)
(2)
- (3)

The restoration of hiatoric;structures and monumente
The use and mainxenanga'of historic atrustures -
Safeguarding moveable works of art

(a) Works of art boloaging %o the fbrner

Prussian State 7
(b) Control of Sale and Export of Works
of Art

(e¢) Physical conservation of works of art '

’ Recommendations
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Section III Art;Exhibiticns
A, Exhibitions in Germany
(1) Of material within Germany
22; From the British and French Zones
3) From the United States
B, Exhibitions sent from Germany
C. Organization‘of Exhibitions
" D. Finance ’
E. Amerika Heus and the Exhibitions Program
Recommendations
Section IV Museums and Museums Policy
A, General Policy
B, Points in Practice
" Recommendations
Section V The Arts in Education
él) Universities
(2) Primary and Secondary Schools
(3) Adglt Education '
Recommendations

Section VI The Artist and his Training

(1) The Artist at work
(2) Art Schools and the training of Artists

Recommendations
Section VII German Foreign Cultural Relations

(1) Restitution problems
- {2) Exchange of cultural materials
(3) Exchange of persons
(4) ECR as & bureau of information ,
{5) Re-admission of Germans to International
" cultural organizations ‘
(6) The former German institutes in Italy

Recomrendations



Section VIII Staff and Organisation

A, Internsl Organization -
. B, Collaboration among the three Western Zones

Reéommendations '

Subject Analysis of Recommendations
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INIRODUCTION Page 1

Pollowiag conversations with General Lucius D. Clay and Ralphk A.

Burns, Chief, Cultural Affairs Branch, my work in Germany has been

~ directed towards investigating the presont position of the visual
arts there, both in their historical and ereative aspects, with the
purpose of advising Military Government on action conserning them.
Especially, my enquiries have aimed at helping to draw up a program
for the newly constituted Museums and Fine Arts sections of the
Edueation and Cultural Relations Division of Military Government, and
to suggest means to put such a program into effect.

In my enquiries, and in the following report, the term "visual
arts® covers not only the so called fine arte of architecture, painmt-
ing and sculpture, but includes the grephic arts, the crafts, and
the use of the arts in industry and commerce.

The maih fields investigated have been the maseums concerned to
any extent with the arts, historic monuments of all types, the teach—
ing of the arts in universities and schools, and institutions for the
training of artists. For this purpose, all the major centres in the

. three Western zones have beem visited, and a nmumber of smaller centres;
and conferences have been held not only with milita:y government
officials, but with many Germans.

1135981
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- Basic Asaugptgogs. : ’ Page 2

In everything that follows, and especially in any recommendations that
ars made, certain definite assumpticns have been made.

(1) In general, the control and direction phase of Mflitary Government,
especlally ss regards cultural affairs, is treated a8 having been replaced by
one of advice, assistanca and supervision,

. (2) The mein purpose of Military Government action is regarded as that
of re~orienting the Germsn people towards the more democratic, liberal and
peaceloving way of life, with a greater sense of international respensibili-
tles., VWhile the revival of German morale and self-confidence is important,

it is equally important to guard against it taking an ultrawnationalis and
egotistie form,

. (
(3) The German pe°ple have a long and vigorous cultural tradition of
their own. To attempt to substitute for it an Americen or amy other tradition
- is impossible, and will only stimulete refusal to learn, and lead to ulti-

mate rejection, The approach that seems likely to be successful appears to
bes : ‘ | ’

. (a8) To select and emphasize those elements in the German tra-
dition which are most in consonsance with Military Government aims, I
have found, for example, in trying to drive a point home, that to quote
the example of (say) Durer, Bach or Goeths, or even the Bauhaus, changes
the whole atmosphere of discussion. '

(b) To suggsst thet Gernan Imperialism and Nazism have kilied or
checked the grewth: of these liberal and non-nationalist slements in
German culture. ‘

« (e) To demonstrate that in other countries, and especially in the
United States, democratic and liberal ideas have ineressingly inspired

- cultural activities; and that they can be profitably grafted on to the
German tradition, as a logical means of strengthening its best elements.

" (4) The temptation to propose using Germany as a guinea-pig for experi-
ments in culturel affairs has been resisted as far as possible; and sugges-~ -
tions in this report are based on proved experience outside Germauy - on what
has ‘been done successfully rather than what may be desirable to doo

" B Difficultieg.

. The difficulties listed below are not peculiar to the arts, but all
have & bearing upon them, Further reference is made to them under specifie
heedings, where they par*icularly apply; but it is eonvanient to summarize
them here.

: (1) 28 a result of Nazi policyg of the war, and of emigration,
Germeny is now largely & country of the elderly and ineffective, and of

_the young and ignorant. The number of capable, vigorous and well in-
formed men of middle age is limited; end of these, many were prupathstic
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iy ouitursl poliey that locks for fumsdiste
veswlis fa ihe @ "Pnl@ s fail, Enough time rmst be allewsd
foy the youngor _ene‘ﬁi;u i wha e ba efxaetively $nfivenced, to get into
ihe saddle., My persomal opinion .s that unlesa the occupying powers sre
prepared 1o enviaage a cultural programme extending over at lesst fLiftean
fo twenty years, they had better not bescome too deeply engaged. Mirecvex,
a poliey of advice, assaistance and supervision invelves more work and more

to the Nazis.

" steff than one of control. If it is to be effective, i{ means close and

continuous contact with the German euthorities concernsd, to remind, snquire
and eriticise. To give an order and to enforce it, is much simyler

(2) The conclusion reached under (1) is reinforced by the impression
that German conservatlsm, respect for authority, and faeling that a Gerscan
ean not be wrong, is largely unchanged. For axemple, soms former colleagues
still adopt the cocksure, slightly hectoring sttituds of pre-war days,
dezpite complete dgnorance of what has besen bappening in the outside world.
Again, the best hope is in Trying to influencs the younger men uatil they
ean take over the comtrol, ,

{3) There are positive influences in the Cerman cultural field worke
ing in an authoritarisn and nationalist direction. Specifie instances are
quoted in Sections II {1}, IV and V below.

(4). A mumbsr of military governmsnt laws relating to prcperiyg trade,
fereign exchange and so on, properly and inevitably ecover works of ar%.
They have nct always, however been drafted with due regard to the fact that
a work of art is a spesial kind of property, and not 1liks {say) machine
parts, in that (a) it is undque, and canmot be duplicated {b) that in many
casey, though technieal and legaily privete property, it is also & matter of
interest and concern to a much wider ecircle, 3o that the owper becomes in
some measure a trustee. Legally, the trustess of the Boaston Athenaeum could
burn the Gilbert Stuart portralt of Washington; praectically, it belongs to
the people of the United States. Speeific examples of this failure to
recognize fully the speeial character of works of art vccur in the operstions
of Proparty Control and Regtitution, in the workas of JEIA, and in Law #43
dexiing with foreign exchange control. Concerning these, deteils are given
in Section II and VII of this report., I suggest, therefcre, that the appro-
priate experts in the ECR Division complete a list of desirable modifications
in various laws and regulations and that discussions be held with the Legsl
Division and other Divisions concerned; to have these modifications made.
This is all the more important in view of par. 7 of the Occupation Statute
1949, relating to the repeal and codification of 1egislation of the occupas
tion aunthoritiss. :

Section I, FESTITUTION PROBLEMS.

. Responsibility in cormection with this has been accepted by Mi}itaxy
Government {ef, Titls 18 - 110 to 112, Feb. 12th, 1947), and much has been
accomplished. It is also ome of the fields speclfically reserved to the
cecupation suthorities under Seetion 2 of the Occupation Statute 1949. What

‘has yet to be done and the appropriate agency for doing 1t, needs zconsiderae
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Property Control Division havs aonounced that their work is finished,
and that the Division is in process of liquidation. There shill remsin,
however, several unsettled matters concerning the restitution of works of
srt. These nsed discussion and decision on a high level, il great offense
is ‘mot to be given to allled countries, diffieulties ocreated in Germany, and

the high reputation acquired by U.S. WMilitary Gevernment in handling resti-
tution is not to be damaged, ' .

(1) Leocted works of art whose present whereabouts iz unknown.

. The number of these is considsrable, us is indiested by the list drasn

up by France, Belgium, Holland and Poland. Admittediy, many of .these works
af art are of smell importance judged by present day standards of market
value to the countries concerned; admittedly, too, menmy of the elaims are
Yoo vague to allow settlement. DBut the fact remains that the operations of
the market, and the investigations of scholars, will certainly tring some
of these thimgs to light, Are the holders at the time, German or )Lh‘rsLSQ
te bs allowed tn retain them? If not, there must be some agency to recoive
the works, lnvestigate the validity of the elaims, and if satisfied, hand
the 'works over and takes a receipt. Varlous suggestions have been made:~

. (a) That the consule of the countriss concerned should ach. Quite
epart from whether oconsular offieials have the neceusary kmowleage arnd staff,
they would inesvitably be partisan; and & series of more or lese upseemly
disputes would be likely to arise, with Military Government playing the
part of Pontius Pilate. It seems therefors that so long as Military Gowern—
ment is in Germany, it must take a hand in the matter. When Milizary Gov-
ernment goes, ordinary diplomatis channels might operate.

{b) That the countries concerned should be persuadad to-abandon their
c‘aims by being given reparvationms in kind,

‘ This in iy opinien would be disastrous amd should be svoided at
all costs, There is no satisfactory means of squating values of exchange of
works of art excepl ty free bargaining in & free market, which could not
exist, Tribunals would hsve to b8 zel up to settle sxchanges, amd would
often be faced with inscluble problems; claimanis would rarsly bw satinflied;

- while the Germans would allege they were acting under duress, and were belng

despoiled of thejr national heritage.

{o) That the system hitherto opsrated by MFA and A cfficers bLe con-
timued in soms form, Thers seem to be two altermativess (i) That some
officer or officers in Military Government outside ECR Bivisiovn. be detailed
to deal with cases ss they ariaa, (14) That the experts of the Division act -

‘when ‘necessary.

There are cbjestions to both plans, The firat would iLnavitably
mean constant reference to the ECR experts, in what is a highily technical
matter, though these experis would be saved a geod deal of routins work.
Thus, two sets of offlcers would be involved, with the usual waste of money,

time and erergy. Under the second plan; tue ECR experte would be eompletely
involved; and might be seriocusly diverted from the more positive and
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congtructive program of the Divisicn, Im olther nase, however, I suggest
that the work of sny offilcers empleved should be limited to Ldvntlfvﬁng
end restituting eny works repoxbed to then, and that they should rol be ex-
pected to go cut in search of restitutable property., which is the loast
objectionatle method, others must decida. Bubl ihat soms one, in some way,
must be prepared to daal with this phese of restitution, seems inevitsbl

(2) vVorks of art in the cellecting poindts at Munieh or Wiesbaden,
formerly owned by Nazis. ‘

These include werks of art acquirsd by Hitler for the Linz Museunm,
and ‘works ownsd privately by him, Goering, and vthers. The majerity of
works of thie type have been regtituted. Those thut remain sre there owing
to uncertainty as to thelr former cwrners and/or vncertainty as to thele
mode of acquisition, Two major problems conmscled with these eoncerns.-

(=) Works of art scquired $u Ttely by Hitlar and Goering,
These fall into tws growpe: '

{1} Those locted or smgglsd out. OFf theve, all that
came into United States hands have besen handed back to Italy.

(2) Those mequired in Italy before the German oseupatiom,
or acquired legally during the pericd when Germany ard Itely -
were allies,

Following a demand from the Italiun Government the State Department lssuved
a directive entitled "The Exceplional Return of Works of Art to Italy®™, follow
ing which a Command letter of July 25, 1948, order=d the return of forty=two
(42) works listed by ths Italianz, Only twenty {20) of these could be identi~
fied from the 1list, and two of these had never left Italy, The remaining
eighteen (18) were duly handed back. Of these, the purchase price of seven is
known, and for six of the sewen, expori licenses from Italy still exiszt, whiie
the seventh had left Italy for sale in 1928 with others in uh& same collection,
but had been brought back on not being sold.

The basia of the Italiax claim was thai the works had heen sold under duress
applied by Mussolini under pressure from Hitler. On the other side, It may be
pointed out that ail the werks were in the hands of privete owuers or deaiers;
that some of the works e¢laimed could only with difficulty be regarded as of im
portance o Italy, especially as others of slmilar character had baen exporied
in the past without hindrance; that some of the works had been offarad in the
oper markst before being purchased by Hitler's agents; end that the known prices
peid were reasonabie murkel prices. '

Thils particular transaction may be regerded as closed, Ils impor%anca is,
however, that there still remain a considerable number of works of art in the
same category cs the eighteen alroady sent back, It is offiecisily stated that
Italy proposed to put in elaims fer some or sll of these.

It is important therefore to descide what is to be done i such a elajw
is made. Is the directive and command letter of 1948 to be regerded as binding?

o T
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‘ The mmicn baged thsreon haz had unfortunate affccte in Germamy, and hus
found some-of its most severe critiss amonmg MFA and A ofﬁuarag ons of whom rw-

signed in eomquenceo

Without going intc the merits of the matiter, it seemsg evident that the cir-
cunstances differed in eash case, and that tlanket treatment was unsuiteble,
This suggeste that in fature claims, the ease of each work of art should bs eon-
sidered separgtely in the light of all awvsilable evidence, and separate decisions
made, In doubtful cases, a series of compromises might be arramged, %o pm%
the basiness hanging on indefini‘beiyo

(3) Works of ext found in Austrian repositoriss and brought to the
Manich Colleeting Point. GComeerning two sategories of these there is ne
subamtial diffieultyo ' ‘

, () - Werks that m&gnged to Germany before an 1938 {tha
Anschluss) and were deposited in Austris for safety, remainimg under
Gormen control. These formed the subject of 2 letter from Col. Johm H.
Allen, Nev. Tth, 19&’7, whiek mwbed them as German property and mﬁ
mutitntahlea : , ‘

s {b) mmmmw&mumsommmm
deposited in Austria. I understand that these have beem for the most part
returned to the countries whense they eame, when these were kmown. Sams
attempt has been mads ty Austrians to claim these, on ths ground thet they
wore found in Austria, Clearly, howsver, they were deposited thers temp-
m‘*arily by the Germans, and have ne other connsetion with Austﬁa

Am&go:yomvhiehthem is&tilldiepﬁte is that of works acquivred by
the Germans im Augtria after Varsh 1938, by purehase or other meams. The Austrians
8laim that Austria had the status of an oecupied or controlied sountey, anmd that
these works should all go back o Austris. The Germens srgue that Auvstvia was
part of the Baich, and was so regarded and treated by the Allies up to the cole
Japse of Germany; and thet meny of the works were purshased with legsl surremsy
at falr prices, This latter argument was appsrently accepted om Jume 19, 1947
by Celeral Allen and others, in holdinmg that "im view of the fast that Auptrian
surrengy was not debssed, ohjwts whieh were not acquired under force or duress -
would not fall within m axbit of restitution®,. If this reasonimg is awept&d,
works other than those 1ootedaracquiradund¢rdnreea would be allotted to

Germany. _ .
- (4) Works of art whese origiml owner and mthod of wquigiticn hava w‘&
been tra@edo

Thoso include works kmown to have been asquired by Hitler, either for
himpelf or for the Lins Museum, and by other leading Nasis. Among them are a
large mumber of nineteenth cerntury Austrian and German works admired by Hitler.
Hany of these untraged works are at the Munich Collecting Point. Of these, the
Austrians claim all paintings by Austrian artists which have no Austrian expert
stamp of & date before April 1938, and ne evidence of origin. (astually, it is

o L ow
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' known that some of the pajintings by Austriam artists were purehased and in cer-
tain onses even painted outside Austria and so naturally bear no Avstrian swport
gtamp). Another claim is that of one of the Ministers of the Bavarian Goverumend,
who propoges to sell everything for the benefit of distressed Jews im Bavaria.

He has appurently suggested New York as a sultable plass for the sale.

Ovex and above all this, and more fwmportant than thess semi-domestis quax-
rels, is the attitude of the French, .Thay hold that tc hend the works im quertiion
over to the Germans or Austrisos, would rouse great feelimg in the allied eouniries
whigh were locted by the Nazis. In partiéuiar they dislike the idea of sals for
the Jews, as puttlug racial above national consideration., A French represente-
tive therefore suggested that the works should be handed over to the looted
eountries, as compensation for unsatisfied claims regerding works of artj end

gven hinmted that such action might be taken as satisfying all such claims. Thie
~would, it is true, b8 a form of reparations in kind, to which the U.S. and U.K.
Gavarnment@ aru opp@sedo But it might avoid more awkward forme of such repare-
tions, ‘ ' ‘

Tha above ars only some of the more Jmporteant restitution problems which
#t11]1 have to @ cleared up, They indicate, however, that closing down in the
near future is difficult if not impessibie Whose business it is to do the work
is another questiong but ECR Division is likely to be involved, since the problems
affeet Germany's cultural relstions with other countries, which appears to be
an ECR Division concern, and can be improved or marred according to the astion
taken on reparations. -

ﬁ@ggn‘z-mﬂt;qg s

I suggest thai it is highly desirable to setile the whole matter as quickly
as possible, In order to clear the way for the more construetive work of the
Division, I suggest a&iso that the mtter is mot ome that can be settled on a2
‘purely legal basis, thcugh legal opinion must obviously be taken., In many cases,
especially those of works of unknown origin, there is not enough evidence for a
' lsgal deeision; and throughout, political questions are likely to arise.

This; indicates that the matier is one essentially for a eonference oo a
high lewel, t¢ reach a compromise. The French suggestion points the way to a
possible basis for this. Horeover, the Fronch and other alljed natiens are not
likely te be very interested in the nineteenth century German and Austrian pic-
tures, concerning which informal conversations suggest that division on a fi1tyv
fifYy basis between Austria and Germany might satisfy both the interested parties.
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Section 1I, CONSERVATION OF WORKS OF ART.

This, 1like Restitution, is one of the responsibilities aceepted by Mili-
tary Government and eovers the protection and preservation of German-owned
cultural materials and works of art, and of cultural structures {ef. Title 18 -
111 and '112). The conservation of moveable works of art is a basic interest
of museums, whether the works are owned by the museum or not; and the conserva-
tion of cultural structures is simply an extension of museum functions into
the field of immovable objects. The importance of conservation lies in its
providing material for the study of men’s cultural history and in incorporat-
ing artistic tradition; and so is 1ikely to involve questions of re-orisnta-
tion. On both grounds, therefore, conservetion directly concerns ECR Division,
Also, in many cases it is cf direct interest and concern to pecple outside
Geruwany, and so affects German foreign relatiens.

Among problems for consideration ares
(1) The restoration of hiatcric structures and monmuents

There ia a marked inclination in Germany towards brick by brick recon-
structiong not only in historie structures, but in buildings such as museums.
There is, for example, a movement on foot to rebuild the badly damaged Alta
Pinakothek at Munich exactly as it was. -Quite apart from the moral and
assthetic objections to producing in the case of historic buildings what are
virtually fekes (hardly a concern of Military Governmant)g ‘other issuas are
involved,

{a) There is a tendency to select for restoration atru(tures around
which German nationalist feeling can centre, Such are the castle at Furemberg,
and the Goethe house at Frankfurt, whose destruction has been darkly hinted to
me by Germans as a planned blow at the heart of German nationalism!

(b) Elsewhere, concentration on ecclesiastical structures has used
lebour and materisls which would better have bsen devoted to other purposes,
notably to housing. Cases in point are Munich;, Mainz and Cologne; citiss pre-
dominsntly Protestant, such as Stutigart; seem to have been more prigdent,

(e) Another aspect of the same waste of resources is rebuilding or
planning to rebuild structures merely .for the sake of rebuilding, without
reference to their ultimate use. In Munich, for exemple, there is a movement
to rebuild the gutted Residenz on & costly scale, without knowing whether it
is to be used as a mnseum; as public offlees, or as seat of a legislature, ete.,
each of which would require different interior planning, Similarly, labour
end materisl is apt to be used to repair some structure merely because it is

. old, without any thought as to the desirability of its preservation,

(d) In the case of museums, brick by brick reconstruction is throwm

_ing .away the chance of rebuilding on lines tc suit modern needs and demoeratie

policies. Not only are out of date types of gallery and lighting systems being
perpetuated, but provision is rarely being made for such things es an audi-
torium, 'speeial exhibition galleries, and educational facilities, all of which
are indispensable for humanizing and liberalizing museum work. A4 typieal

A QR [ TC Rowe.
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' partners, according t& the amount of political pull. the owner has. The problem

" the United States, or the National\Trust ‘and the Scciety for ‘the Protection of

Ccommumnity. - o 7 :

follow Italian example and in cooperation with foreigners selsct a few buildings;

_in such measures as the Land Reform Law of 1946 in 'merttemberg=Baden. It is

‘movement or intention to deal with the problem on a voluntary basis. Such or-'

.econeny. moreover it has the gr=at advant tage ¢f stimulating community interest

?_r suoh consarvatiam 1._ eon
. -h, tﬁw“orarily housed in the. r”inr
hl?LL‘; in the Alte Pinakothek, ‘with-
orgeric n\wne~t1nn, A suggestion: that.
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ing as larger Groek end Roman sculpture wﬁs greete
always been| in the ﬁlte Pinakothsk and mv&t fo- bnck

.

Lack f& monsy 55 10 excuae for thix ki,",g Ehinuu Yary desiz ole ‘changes
55023 “he Tact that such changes are
ir. gone musenﬁs, Gatia argd’ Stubtgart: Landmbmuspum, which
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being made
have no spe\

It should be noted that b i eomt .ﬂﬂ 3o”vww7»m hith political and
semi~political motlves is. an effectivo bar to any holp being received from the .
United States or elsewhere to rebuild historic buildings, If the: Germans would .

which are capable of restoration and “héve.an internationsl significance, an.: .
appeal for external ‘help would probably be successfula As it is, such an appeali:

(2) The use and maintenance of historic structureea»”

Thi“ is another stormy quastion. 0n the one han& there is & movement to .
disregard and even to imperil such buildings in pursuit of 'other aims,: manifested -

suggested that this will so affeot !andowners, that rodntenance of thelr castles,
collections, parks, libraries; etc. mey become imros”iugv@ On the other hand, .
the conservators of sncient mo ‘ ; > everything, . -
with little thought as to ite sne of many .
structures of the same type, ! IO 3@rve, and 0 cost of madpe
tenance; and they are now hus iog up dists of scheduled monme .
ments, and 1&Jinr'“ v pight bl T owners and of the ‘government,
discussionsg which ¢ to.end in plaxmmg to place an undue burden on one of. the
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is, of course, not peculiar to Germany, and is squally pressing in, for instance,
England. Vhat 1s precullar to Germany, however, i1s the absence of any serious

ganizations as the Society for the: rreservetion of Nev England Antiquities in.

Ancient Buildings in England, seem undreamed of, Here; however; is & pract10a1
means of .solution, which enforces selechion, raference to }Td”tiﬂal nseds, and

and community responsibility; znd of en wovraging individusl enterprice “and
action, - Another possibility vovrld e 1o encourage the oymers of great houses
to open them to the public on stated days; end to wharge fuss, b onfter do=
duetion for expenses could be pgiven to charity, Such procehw ;
fective in England in creating a sense of 1ntnresb and regpor:

L
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(3 Safsguarding of moveable works of art,

 (a) Workse of art belongisg to the former Prussiaa State. A
eenaiderable number of the mors Important of these are in the Collesting Polint
at Weisbaden {also at Celle is the Britishk Zous). Thers has been some doubt as
to their statue, It has been argusd that under Law 46, par III, they passed to
the Lesnder ip which they were situated. Om the other hand, Military Govermment
in Hesse (letter from the Dirsector to the Minister President, June 28, 1948;
‘1aid down that the Hessian State should hold them as trustee for the Garman
people until a responsihble eentral government for Gerwany had been estatlished;
and in a later letter {Sept, 10, 1948) the Minister Presidewmt is referred tc as
bailes for Berlin museums property. Yet again, a letter of Mareh 9, 1949, writ-
ten by 'a very high authority, stated that the works of art ¥belomg to Berlin®,
giving color to a claim apparently put forward by that eity. However, Law 19
~seems to settle this matier, by saying that ownership of sertain works of art
and cultural ebjeais se defined as t¢ ifnclude the Berlin objesis, ie vested in
the Land whers they are locatsd as trustes for a German State resognized by the
U.S., U.K., and French M{ flitery Governmertis,

Whether this is a final decision remains to be seen, If the question arises
again, it should be remembered (1) thst the Prussian State eollections have al-
ways been regarded by the outside world as the National German collections,
though not tschnically sos (2) Even without the parts now in the Russian Zone,
they form an impressive and well rounded whole, whose cultural walus would be
considerably diminished by dividing themg (3) They have formed the centre round
which a notable group of scholars havs gathered. To break up the cellestions,
would breek this traditien; (4) It iz doubtfal whether the Lasnder soncerned or
the City of Bsrlin could adequately prowids for the maintenunce and display of
the collections and for an adequate learnsd staff tc handls them,

(b) Countrol of sale and oxport of works of art. This has three
sspests, which appear never to have boen alearly distingnisheds (1) as part of
control of Germany export trade snd foreign exchange; (2) as an adjunet to resti=
tution: (3) as a means of conserving works of art owned in Germany.

(1) Contwol of export irade needs sxamination in the 1ight of the
special character of works of art, as suggested im the Intreduction to thiz re=
port., As an example, law 53, par. 5.(d) deeling with foreign exchange directs
that gold and silver coil iz to be handed over to the Reichsbank or as otherwise
directed. Title 18-401.5, expands this by direeting that collections of suins
and medals in which the rmumismatiec walue axceeds the face or intrinsiec walue
will be considered as cultural objects; and such collections will be deposited .
in the Land Central Bank or held in museums., This does not, however, seem to
eover the case of single coing or of small groups of coins of mumismatie wvalue.
Consequently, colleetors will not buy them; museums get no chanés to acquirs
themg and either they are smuggled out of the country or melted down.

(II) Law 52, which requires the licensing of dealers im works
of art, and the racording of variocus details of tramsactions into which they
enter, such record to be shown to any authorized persen, 18 obviously a neces-
sary part of the machinery for disecovering restitutable objects which have dis-
appeareda It is known that there is e considerable underground traffic ic the
axport of works of ext, tut the licensing of dealseras is &zt leust a partial check
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and should be retained so long as restituticn rem&xns a nrohlemv The
recent permission for unregistered transactions in works of low value does
not affect this general principle.

(III) Control of export to prevent Germany losing works of art raises

far more difficult questions. German museum authorities favour it; and appear
to be trying to put into effect Reich ordinances and laws of 1919; 1929 and
1932 dealing with the subject; on the basisz of a 1list of natlonal treasures
whose contents are not kmown to military government officials and appear to
vary according to the taste of certain German officials. A Pisgah-like view of
one of these:lists revealed it as containing entries so impreclse; as to put
almost uncontrclled discretion in-official hands. Cases have occured in which
restitutable objects whose owner now lives abroad were withheld on the ground of
being on this list. Apart from the fact that such action discriminates againsi
one type of property in private hands and would sometimes amount to confiscation,
it is obJecticnable as putting too imuch power in official hands without publicity
or resort to the Courts, Much better would be action on the lines now taken in
England; the general principle of which 1s that if the nation wants to preserve
national treasures it should pay for doing so, while making it to the advantage
of the owner to offer them first %o a m seum or public body. This is more
demccratic, in thal the cost of aequisition is thrown onto the public purse,
in some form or another and not on to a private owner. The Italian system is

- also preferaolc to the Cerman one; in that save in exceptional and known cases,
there is neo prohibition on export though a license is required; but the govern-—
mant has the Tight to purchase at the price already paid or offered by the
potential buyer of the work. V

In fact, the situation is less serious than the Germans make out. There
seem only a very limited number of works in private hands whose export from
Germany would seriocusly affect national interests and the money gained from the
remainder would probably be better worth having than the works themselves.

" More important from the point of view of conservation is a propesal that
gome museums e.g. the Alte Pinakothek at Munich, should sell some of their
-possessions abroad, notably to the United States., This has been put forward as
a matter of purely German decision,”and compared to the sales from the Hermitage
by the Soviet Government atter the first World War. It must be remembered; how-
ever; that the Soviet Government at that time was quite independents and if such
a sale were made from Germany during any period of the occupation it would cer-
tainly be alleged that Military Government had brought pressure, and would be
accused of assistance to despoil Germany. ﬁapecially would this be the case if
the sale were mace from the American Zone to the United States.

(c), Physiéal conservation of works of art., German theory and
praclice in this resoect is considerably behind that in the Western world today.
At its best it follows that of a generation ago; at its worst, it is positively
dangerous. (T) The.modern idea of keeping a work of art in good condition,
ratiher than putting it right after something has happened to it, is not develop-
ed. For example, the idea of air-conditioning in museums seems scarcely to
exist, Admittedily, this could nol be done at present; on the ground of expsense;

put in the cowrse of museunm rpconstructlon, prelimxnary arrangements for later
installation could be mads.
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(II) Disgnosis by scientific means of the condition of works of art, and of
cauges of trouble, i little developed. Only at the Doerner Institute in Hunich
‘18 thure complste apparatus for examination by X-ray, ultra violet light, infra-
red ray, and spectroscopic analysis, with a scientist in charge; and there; the
organisation is not integrated firmly with museum work, and is only casually
used. Elsewhers there may be soms particular piece of apparatus, such as that
for ultra violet rays; but the use even of this doss not seem to be regardad as
an indispensable preliminary to treatmant. In present conditions; an adequate-
ly equipped laboratory is probably beyond the means of most museums; but this
excuse does not cover the lack of interest in diagnosis. (III) As I have seen
them; some of the methods of restoration used are not too rs-assuring, mainly
due to the old fashioned practice of concentrating on appearance rather than on
structure.

It, ~would certainly be an advantage if the directors of two or three large
museums, and their restorers, could be sent to the United States to study the
approach and methods used thers, notably at the Fogg Mussum, Cambridge, and the
Museum of Fine Arts; Boston. This might form the basis for establishing a
laboratory connscted with one of the museums, which could serve as a centre for
instruction; and also do work for smaller institutions, For such a purpose; a
largs landowner has indicated willingness to provide quarteras and perhaps soms
financial help. At the same time, some reorganization of the Doerner Institute;
Munich, and establishment of close relations with the Alte Pinakothek, might
serve the same end. In the msantime, existing methods might bs improved some-
what, by giving help to museuns in obtaining necessary materials from abroad.

Reeomndations

3.9 'I’hat Military Government should go advise and guide the repair of
historic structures and monuments as to prevent, if possible.

, (a) such repair being used primarily as a means to stimulate nationale
ist feeling

- {b) money and materials being used to repair churches and similar
structures to serve particular political purposes, which could better be applied
for the benefit of the people as a whole s

(e) such buildings as museums heing reconst.ructed without provision
baing made for changes which are mcessary if they are to serve the community
as a whole,

(2) That Military Goverrment should encourage the retention and use of
historic structures on a selective and economical basis; and in particular
encourage the ownership and management of such structures by private associap
tions, a,ctin,g voluntarily.

(3) In the case of moveable works of art

(a) The collections of the former Prussian State should be regarded as

‘the property of a central German government for which they are held in trust by
the Laender or other bodiese
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