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less colleclion,of Jewish books and ceremonial 

objects, seized in hall a dozen countries· by' , 

Jew-bailing Nazis, has been recovered il1' tile 

American-occupied zone. It is being inspected 
 I 
und catalogued by ex,perts In frankfurt. In-, i, 

c1uded in the huge deposits of religious and 

artistic articles are 1,250,000 books. , 
 tfrom damp, rnt-infested cellars and ~aD1 

other hiding places hnve been brought 130,000 

volumes of lIehrew literature. Torah scrolls. 

ancient, illuminated manuscripts dating back ,! 

to the 14th century, richly embroidered cere· 

monial robes, goblets and hranched candle

, sticks. ' 

. The loot had heen taken frol11 syna~ogues, 
 Iprivate collections and lIehrew mshhltions ,

duriJig the Nllzi rule and held hy the "Rosen
 Ii
herg Institute lor the Investigation of IheJewish i
Questiou" iu its ..3Jeadquarters in ··Frankfurt. i 
Sea rdlers are still uncovering more of the treas

lire in the widely scattered places where it had 

heen hidden during the panicky last days of 

NazidoJII. 


As these objects are discovered, immediate 

arrangellfent, are made for their protection 

and ,preservation and they are transported to 

the central collecting point. the former, noth· 

fichild lihrary in frankfurt., ' 


Among loot yet to be uncovered are the miss.' 

ing Jewish communal records of Frankfurt 

and Mainz, dating hack to the ninth century. 


The ,nooks and objeCts so. far iitspected rep- . 

. resent the, stripping 0,' 64·, diHerent 'Jewish 


co munaL and private collections in Russia 

'F . ~-Belgnnn, ··HolJand"and·OmnanY-'-':~"",····'-"-:"·c·'''W:i 

, . I • 

ri'.Treasures ToArchiv~s·B~'n·· 9. 
:: MARBURO, Aug. 15. (ONS).-':'Roofirig· and 


/window repairs at tlie Marburg· State' Ar

, chives building have been completed to a point 

where art treasures are being, moved .from the 

mine at Siegen, for .c1assification and storage. 

Permanent racks have been prepared in the 

archives building and paintings. are being 

racked and inspected for damage. 


Several cases of church. treasure, inchiding 

vestments and ecclesiastical art removed by 

Nazis from the cathedral 01 Metz"have ,be 


. removed from the Siegen mine.' ' 

Trade Lumber For Coal 
KARLSRurIE~ AUI;. 15. (ONS). ,. "mills 


in Daden are supplytng lumber 10 'shoring 

the mines in the Saar and in exchange will 

receive coal. 
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Published on Tuesday; Thursday and Satur
day mornings by the Press Section, Information 
Control Division, USFJlJT. . 

Nt.,! 'of (ltrman,. Is produced as a service 
for USFElT personnel whose duties demand 

, familiarity with the spot. news developments . 
within Germany, especially tholle workin. In 
the field of Information... " ',":," -:- ," ,,;,;.';~ 
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and de~onated,. it would have. wrecked. antiquity. It is known that they were' 
. the seven huge 'works (in' which, re active a thousand years ago, though 

posed, among other things, some 10,000 . legend claims that they • are ttiree 
paintings)' by tendering . them' com· thqusand' years old. For the last five 
pletely .inacessible 'and' flooding them hundred years they iIllay have been wOl"'k· 
with water. ed by t~s'amefainl1ies in which in· 

Fortunately for the. countries to breeding has produced a curious kind 
· which the massive treasure belongs, an of salt-mine clan; apparently generally 
'art expert working at the mine, in smaller than average and speaking a' 

connivance with a few others who pronounced dialect unique Ito the tribe. 
~. . 

knew the salt works well,was able' to The chambers of. the mine; which are 
place the charges in such ,a' way . th~t . a1l . electrically illuminated, were prac. , 
the tunnels.. which were destroyed did tically perfect reposilf:ories .for paint. 
not.' aCtually render" the repositories ings~,The summer temperature is a steady, 

'. inaccessible, since . the . interior . ap 40 degrees "'fahrenheit (rising. oddly 
· pro aches are a honeycomb of passage-, enoti'gh, to 47 in winter).', Constant 

'. wllYs. The Gauleiter had to flee before '.' . temperature and practirally ideal :hu.· 
his order to have the art technkian shot ,. midity meant that the pict~ressuffered 
could ·be carried out.. little, :wh'ereas-the fine collection'" of 
.... ': ,. :.THE ALT AUSSEE MINE' renaissance armor, including gold' and 

--:--'>-"-:--:·'::Asider~omthea.rt. which, the. reo silver~inlay dress .armor. (whiCh had 
· pository' -contained, the mine itse1f was. belonged to Franz ·p.er1:iinand . of' Sara~--~ . H. , • 

>':.>,';,' 
',., 

M.l$'- 3 A/o(/- ~~S 
. . /"16-WGG-r..r ",liFO· (./p,,(. 

"'''O'.h;.''<JS'·'i'';:J'.G' ' , ,L ' .•,-, , 

Rrf'l~ff"/""'.tt.' 
aJi>AiVC,>t BACK 

from the Salt MINES 

in May, Third Army 
hed the small town of AU 

, THe' Rislllillionof Fine Artis'a Weird 
Odyssey 

'.' .. 


,:,.., ' " 


Aussee, high in the spectacularly moun· 
taindus country about 75 miles north

. east of Salzburg,they found a salt mine 
above the' town ,where, deep .in a 
mountainside. was located one of the 
greatest collections of fine art in the 
world. The nrt, "collected" in the main 
from every country occupied by Ger. 
many during the war yean, had been 
scheduled for destruction' by the nazis 
in o'rder to prevent its "desecration;' by 
the American' forces. 'On orders from 
the Gauleiter of Oberdonau, SS troops 
had transported to the mine eight big 
cases, marked: "Marble - Don't Drop;" 
Had their contents been properly placed 

found to be an extraordinary place. Its 
one entrance givesac-cess to a hori· 
zontal tunnel burrowed for at least . a, 
mile inside the mountain. '(Theother 
salt mines lIsedas repositories in Ger· 
many nnd Austria nre accessible by ver·. 
tical schafts, one of which is 3,000 feet 
deep.) 

The art repositories could be reached 
by a small eighteen·inch·wide track, 
mouilt'iilg 'a ('tiny engine .. capable of 
dragging six or eight dollies. It ccmsists. 
of seven "Werke", each of' which is. a 
series of vast vaulted chambers. the 
origin of these salt works is lost in 



'., "Je'vo~:,tarrie);~.. h~(Ct(Jbe'" kept ,'heavily, :dlsplaced ,'works of "art can be' appro· , ' 

'.' coafea'with' grease' oec3use' of' the '.' ten. priately'redistributed, .. 


:, . '". • . . !" ",~enc'Y.iot;the:;':ritetal to' oxidiie..The 
Munich IS the largest of the fou'r col ... chiilitbets: weie.::alsoequipped, with fa" 

lecting points, and its establishment and dIities ;for:'restoratiOn;racksjor 14;000 
c)Re~11 tiQn.~J~".; tpe" Jll'Qst :', CQro plt:x.;,~, J3y,:,;,.-; -~"';"~;,::-,':;:.>:"~'. '. """',' piiintingi'~and"adeqljiite:: f1ooring:- Plans' 
reason of the vast amount of looted art were completed f(Jr reception of still 
objects in the TJ{irdArmy area, the ur· . more tre'aStire. In' addifionto the' ]0;000: . 
gent need . for 3 large, central collec-,paintings' brought ,to'Alt AU5see in Ule' 
Hng center was felt early in the .occu· two last. years' of the war, the nazis 
patic" of Germaily. The two enormous·had. assembled' masses of sculpture in' 
nazi buildings in' Munich were chosen'. the form of altarpieces, Te.Jigious statues as', the: Site :(In 'one of' these! landmarks

and· htiridTedsof 18th.century French. 
the MlIniCh_ Pact "was_sig'ned)'and_tir~' ...."' ___ _-,-------, -~and Ataliari"furniture;'~rugs;-tapestrles; -
gent' repairs' and construction, 'inclUding' .

etc: There was so much: in the mine the bloc1drig off of' a network of uri~'
thllt it took two and a half months to dcrgrollnd passageways, were completed 
clear it ()tit through Ithe single tunilel 

by the end of.Tune, Be-callse the MuniCh ava iJable.. 
collecting point 'employs'a largenum, 
ber of Germans (who have been' care· 

ART COLLECTING POINTS fully screened) lind its treasures areo! . 
.ESTABLISHED inestimable value to toal1 of Europe, 

extraordinary securitiy 'measures' were 'The Armed ,Forces, anticipating the 
instituted:problem ',of restitution "of these vast" 


collections and restora('ion, of tll~ Ger· TheJ>.I:9cessing of sllch vast amo~nts 


man national treasure ,which had been of arf;,stW growing as apparently end· 

,So protected from bombardment, were less convoys reach the Collecting Point J. 

prepared, to establish rollecting points daily,'involves complicated clerical and 

fofart and other cultural material as s't3tistical procedures. 'An Art~ Doctl~' 

soon, as suitable 'and strategkally locat'ed mepts Center has, been established' in 
 , '{ , .. " 

'!'buildings could 'be found. . Thus there Munich to record information onsus~ 
" 

.; " 

'" , 

" .... 

are' now in the U. S. Z.;me collecting 
points ·at MuniCh, MaI!1burg, Wiesbaden, . 
and ,Orfenbach~ which are· currently 
process'jng arts and documents , being 

, evacuated,from six main underground 
.repositodes, of, which Alt A ussee. is the 
largest: These points, now housing both· 

. cultural: material requiring .' eV8culltion 
as a' proteCtive 'me'asure, . 'or mater:ial 
siispec,ted 'of being loot; will ultimately 
oecortte deadng houses' through. which 

,.' • 1, 
, .. ,,. 

peCtedloot. Suchdo~tI~ents as the. reo 
cords - photographic and otherwise 
- ,of the notorious Einsatzstab R~osen~ 

I . . 

berg, which handled works of art 
t~ken froin Jewish private 'collectioris; 
form a: large portion of'· the doco~' 
rnentary material. Likewise,: detai1j!d in·' 
ft;lrmation on.' the'far.r'eaC'hlngactj~i. 
ties of G5ring's agents in their :comb. 
ing of Europe. for'the' purpose of buil.: 
ding"the, Reichsmarschan's coJlection, is 

n;e'CrIlCO~ ~It~~plece, On6 of PollI~d'i 'grellt nlitr~nlll tr~~s~r'es, ~~~ ;dlimllntl~d:by'ih~ PoltlSellrlyln:the ' . 
. . wanndsubsequently,remoyttd to Ge;mllnyi It WIIS discoVered In lin underground repository in Nilr'nb~'r9; .. 

where,lt hl!d been stored together ,with other rellglousllrt; Done by II Gennlln"VeltStoSsi who had' &'een 
. clllled by: the King'. of' Pollind In 1477 to'exec'ufe, the work," required teri yellr, .1,0 complete'U, cenlrlll 

pliinelllnd elghteeri'seCtlons,tWelve of~hldl'lIre'shown here. Whenassembled;iht- 'eitii~plecei~lI~ds 25 
'IF' . fiSet higH ilMd15 felt.wldo. Th. flguro~',.;YhiCh .'ra 'enfeot IllgH;· ~re c'~,;j~d'in linden~odi The .G'erln'ans ;' 

'. . '.' 'C'ori'sldered thalilnce', iii 'Germanartls' had Crelltfid' thl •.work' It rightly belonged./) t/it.country .of 'hIS dr'lgln. ." 
. . . • " ;. . ;',' t' ~. ". ' . 

8 
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MRS••JAMES J. RORIMER 

lorJO PARK ;'VENUE .. 
NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10020 

October 29, 1982 

rAr. Paul J.Knrlstrom,West Coast Aroa. Director 
-ARCIlIVfS OF AiJErrrCAH ART _..L. 
-41 Es.:Jt 6!Jth Street, N.Y.C., ~l 

:Doar Mr. Knrlotrom: 

As a. small donor to the Archives of A.mcriClln-Art I hnve recoived volu:te 
·22 no.2 of tho Journnl. w:lth your nrticle, "10 Ju}y 1()<15; loadod Drugea 
:Hndonl'ln." Tom Howe's reforence p. 16 to My lnte hu::;bnnd'D book is intcrostir.; . 
.Tou'!! book Cru:10 out in 19t16, ill'l:lcdinto~' that ho'rcitarned from reotituUon 
work. Jim's npponrod in 19!.iO. SnH ?iinon Dnd Cuotlci:: Vlero noii the focus of 
-tho book and I nevor rCC~.LU Jim consilierillG that titlc. 

It' 5 n lone time llgO, but I rotnin cortrdn clear recolloctions. I worked 
Tlith· J1IDon tha boole (that is, I did the typing) mid helped boil down tho 
·thouc.:mds of p:lGcs of wartil.'lo horror::! g::orncrod from his daily reports to· th9 
'War Do~t'.rtrJont. in \7ashinGt,on. At th:lt time l:luch of the dl)cm!lent~tion Hns stil.: 
clD~l&ified TOP SEC!,J:;T I1Jld it was difficult to determ:lne v:he. t to :Ja~r and ',';1'.£1.t to:· 

.omit. Tha DubjcctLln.tter vms all ,::rim. It bo~in:J with Jim',<J 101ldine on t?le 

.110nnll:ndy eo.c.it \'Ii toh the.U.S. ~jlvnsion and progresses through t:10. fJlJlbii. ttled 
countrjsido to Paris IUld from there moves into Gormru1Y and Austrin with ,the 
.Seventh Arr:I:f u.."1t 11 \'lUI" S or.'c.. . , '. 

'.'hat did bothor Jim, I think, was that he was fearful that Tom' s lK)o~~ 
'Would not eet the messngo acro~:(s. Ono of the nUl'lerOl.l3 pf?ssages which ho u..'1der-
fleored Md eOlDTnentcd upon, for exa.:nple, ie ,IIV!O \'Jorodesperately ruu:ious to ,:;.::: 
into Germany' where we could be part of all theso unbelievablo t.>.dventllres in
staad o'f hearing about thom secondhand. II 

Yihat Jim ,','as trying to convey is. implicit in tho title: II Survival; the 
snlvllce IlJ'ld protection of art in war. 1I He v,THes' about what Man must do to 
Gnva tho testimonies of civilization - as tho -Viar rag('m; before it begius. 
The scull band of enlisted mon (10%- of vihom 'o':ere ldlled lli action) were 
.acloetod from .cnlisted tlen by tho War Dep::::.rt;;1.ent on thepcrSOlmel advice of t:.s 
Robert's Commission. It ":as not true, as' 'rom r,Tites at tho' conclusion of his 
book, thut IITh~lre Vias no arbitrarj' drafting of personnel; p8.rticip~tion \~.?s 
voluntnry. 'fhe rosulting s?ontpnoity and its value t.) tho spirit of the v;or:.:: 
c,:mnot be e;ca;r;erated. II He 'I":as speaking, of courDe, of the 'people who nrrivad 
nftor ,the War l s end for the. restitution ':Iork, but is ali exnmple of many pa.5S':"~2; 
und l:l:l..,y PQints of ViOVI which in Jim's opinion turn~d a horrendous and ancie:.t 
problc:n into an art historian's pic-nic. 

_ M~~ I s\li:;gest thnt you readJim'sbook,publish,~d N.Y.,Abelard Press,1950.' 
r~dlne a. copy isn't easy. It wont out of pr~ltquickly l~d the publisher's 
'prO:l3C~ ';'iero destroyed 'by fire shortl;? ttoroaftor.H.:ll'per &. Rowe ovm it curre!l~:-:
(l!lU tho chilQ.rEln und I are planninG to rcislJUe it.Dut lifo 1s vnry bu:r,r. 

http:nUl'lerOl.l3


- • - ',11; , 

" r " 

, ... , \' , .;. . , ' . 


. ..~ .._.. ""'_:"~~~'''''4.....\~..;·:,;~.:,·,~.:..i.~~,. .. ,', " .f•.,'~''''''''·'''''.i'';:': ~~,.~_~ ..~~.""'._ .......... ,':-J. .... _'..... ,,~~ .'-~~~·"';"";' ... _:':"'I'''-'_ ':"':'-~~'...J.J..;~::";': ~~.:..... 

.. , 

I"" 

! ".. 
\1edncsd~ Jll13' 21st, 1902 

j 
! '1,:-,, 

!lr.Charles Pnrkhurnt,'\Gsistnnt Directorj . , ,National Gn11ery of .\rt 
, 

, 
1"/Llshin[.ton ~ D~ C., 20565 ,

i • r 
,~,I Doar Chuck: 

I 
Your letter of tho 14th renched L1:,,' ,:~ 1',.)\11 dnya ago and Ij 

! 

Jhavo civen thought to tho disposition vi' J:Lm'st!onurucnts, 
Fino Arts &'Archivcs papers of V/orldWv..L' II., as vlell as I
p::ipcrs relntinG to other aspocts of his life. \ 

.. L~ 
" 

'I.. , I \"londer if "~he Ha.tioI;lal Gallery is the archive in 't/hich 
to deposit the MFA & A,papers •. They aro' not numerous nnd 
relnto'lnostly to his book, "S1l.rvivd.l; theo::Llvage and protection 
of nrtin ",nr, n which i:3, a better source ,for infortlation then 
tho scrib111cd text nod revisions. All the other correspondence 
was confidential and, \7ent directly fro!!! the field' to VJ:lsilington 
regul.!1rJ.y, . wb.ere it is on file in the national archives, nO'll 
declassified....and easily available. 

, Metropolitan Museum matters are availnble from its Archives, 
and one of/ these d~s I "d.ll get ,around to thin:dng about the 
few items here at hOJ;lC r.hich once 'were personal but can event
ually go to the Huseur...They will, I guess, dispell some of • 
the nastiness certain ex-directors get pledsure in dissemin;::tt 
ing and tlrulY people dolight in reading. Othel' papers. seem ap
propriate tor Clovel~d or Harvard. 

and , Thanking y?U very m~ch. for thbl{,i.'1g of it, 
Best gro~t~Gs,anu nop~g to see you, , , Yours 

\ . 

., 
",' 

" 
\ 

, . 

, 
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Nation.~Gallery of Art 

II, 

W(J.$hington. D. C. 20565 


,Office o/the :Aui$lQnt Director 


14 July 1982 

Dear Kay, 

I seem to miss you pretty regularly at the CRWU meetings. 
I get there when you're not, and vice versa., It'wou1d be nice' 
to see you. 

\. 
I am writing also to ask if Jimmy or you ever d~d anything 

with his MFA & A papers or books ,from the days of looted art 
operations in Germany. We have at the National Gallery quite 
an archive of records donated l1y E. Parker Lesley, Fred Hartt. 
Edith Standen and myself, and if Jimmy I s records have been assem-' 
bled but not deposited elsewhere, it might be worth your conside
ration putting them in with the others here. 

I am going to be here another six or seven months before 
retirement (see enclosed "press release"), but I will, by copy 
of this letter, ,inform our ,chief libraria~, J .M.Edelstein, 
that I have ,written to you about this. 

I hope your summer is pleasant, not too hot,' and that life 
is otherwise treating you well. 

As ever, 

(D J f:..-'--.. 
~ie';~;khurst 
, , Assistant Director 

Mrs. James J. Rorimer 

1000 Park Avenue , 

New York City, New'York '10028 


Enclosure 

" 
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Dear Kay: 

TIIOMAS CAHH Howg 

~U'1,(l I..AHICIN STIH!WI' 

SAN FnANCISCO, CAI.II'OIlNIA 0<1,100 

Thanksgiving._Day - November 25th, 1982 

Paul Karlstrom has kindly sent me a copy of your 29 October 
letter - thtis giving me welcome, if mildly controversia~reason. 
for getting in touch with you ufter far too long a period bf si
lence. You are quite right in pointing out that the aim of Jim's 
book and mine differed radically. When my publisher (Bobbs Merrill) 
wrote to me in Germany to inquire if I could and would do a chron

the fact- icle of my doings "over there", great stress was placed on 
'tha,t such a saga, due to prevailing tastes, wo.uld have to be con

, cerned entirely with post-war activities. That was simple enough: 
I had ~ experiences except those of post-war days.' In mid..;.;t-Iay 1945 
Craig Smyth and I flew pver together - both o( us being in th~ USNR. 
(Incidentally, it was Craig who later made the. remark about my being 
"in Jim's bad graces." I am sure you know Craig well enough to know 

never has been a trouble-maker. Not that son of a pious Presthat he 

no, 

of 
ter 

of 
the 
agree 

whe'n 
year at most, 
in Washington 
maybe 
to them 

en 
Once again there 
Last year 
ago NBC News 
which 

other when 
Archives. 

Mrs .• 
1000 Park Avenue 
New 

byterian clergyman. God bless himl I often felt positively immoral 
make that !,mor:al ~ in his chaste company.) 

But I must make the point that time and' time again the sponianeity 
the .work done by those of us who appeared on the European scene af
the war was over was emphatically stressed by a triumvirate of ste

ling characters active in those extraordinary days: Huntington Cairns 
the N.G. in Washington, ,our able section head - ,Bancel LaFarge, and 
uni~ersally admired and beloved George Stoot. So I think you will 

that my comments were based on very solid fQundations. 
Leaving all of this aside - isn't it sad that it's already rather 

venerable history? - let me say that I hope you'll take lunch with me 
I am again in New York. My visits are not' too frequent - twice a 

ias a rule (when I !l';O east for me~tings in Princeton and Iat the Smithsonian). I promise an advance "signal"; and 
we can round up Jodie and Lane Faison. I know you are as devoted 

as I am. You may remember that the Faisons and I ,were back in 
Germany in 1950 and 51 (as minions of the State Dept.). I've often Siv \ 

thought to re-issuing my book, with a postscript devoted to that year. 
is marked interest in the days of Hitlerian looting. 

I helped BBC do a fascinating dooumentary; and only two weeks 
begged to borrow a copy of "Salt Mines & Castles," a tome 

never "had a mission" - being merely a daily chronicle of some of 
the most memorable days of my professional life. 

Promise me that you will brel\k bread with me ,on one coast or .the 
tbe ~ccasion presents itself. I am glad th.t you helptbe 

I think that they are doing a great job. 

With warm regards, 
James .), Rorimer 

.Jtf'-in. ,/'ntl7 -r.:.,
York, N. Y. - 10028 Thomas C. Howe 

.. 
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PLOUGASTEL CALVAIRE RESTORATION FUND. INC. 

119847ROOM 2500 - 63 WALL STREET 
4.l 

NEW YORK 5, N. Y. 

April, 1949 
CHAIRMAN 

I.. BANCf!L LAP'ARG£ 

In August 1944 the American Army was advancing toward the tip 
SPONSORS of the Brittany peninsula. The German-held submarine port of 

JOHN TAVLOR ARMS 

MR. AND MRa,. ROBERT WOOD. BLfS!', 
 Brest, which was. expected to fall after a week's sieee, remained 
EvA DREXEL DAHLCR«N in enemy hands for six weeks. During that siege the little. town 
WU.. l.tAM BIU." DINSMOOR 

of Plougastel-Daoulas on the peninsula opposite to Brest wasMRS, MART1'" E:OAN 

THKODORE HAvtLAND 2Nn severely damaged. . 
I!RNIUIT HtLLMAN, JR. 

CAML' .. tLLEB 

tlffNRf P«yRE Near the church of the town stood a partly destroyed Calvaire, 
LAURAHCIil P. Ro.urRTe 

PAUL J. BACH. 
 a characteristic Breton monument of wayside worship and focal 
COLONEL TRUMAH .,.UTH point of pilgrimages. The first Americans to enter Plougastel
prRAHC •• HI:NRY TAYLOR upon its liberation were two officers and a private who acted 

as their interpreter. The American enlisted-man was immediately 
FORSyTH W'CKI:. 

.ItCRftAIIY 

CONBTAIlLIt ....c:CRACICBN struck by the artistic excellence of the Calvaire and alarmed 
for its preservation. Through' the mayor he arranged to station a French Resistance 
soldier on gu~d before the Calvaire to protect it from vandalism. Later with the aid of 
the French sentry he gathered up in a wheelbarrovi the fragmfmts of sculpture scattered 
about the ground and removed them to a place of safety on the second floor of a granary 

(near the presbytery. 

In the course of later assignments in various parts of France from Brittany to 

the Loire valley, to Paris, Vittel, Puy-de-Dome, and north-eastward again to Lorraine, 

the American private encountered everywhere French citfzens whose first question, on 

hearing that he had been at Plougastel, was the fate of the Calvaire. This attachment 

of the French people for their celebrated Calvaire inspired the American soldier to re

solVe that if he survived the war he '({ould do everything in his power to restore the. 

Calvaire of Plougastel-Daoulas. 


To that end Private John D. Skilton, Jr., who later in the war and at the be
ginning of the occupation of Germany became a Monuments 'Specialist Officer with the section 
called Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives of the U. S. Army, set down in wri ting an account 
of his war and occupation experiences in 1944 and 1945. His book was translated into 
French and published at Paris in December 1948 as "Defense de l'Art Europeen". All 
royalties of the author and of the translator, Mlle. Jacqueline de Gromard, member ,of the 
Croix Rouge Francaise serving in th~ same area of Germany where Lieutenant Skilton was 
assigned by MF.A&A, are pledged to the restoration of the Calvaire at Plougastel-naoulas. 

PlougastelCalvaire Restoration Fund, Inc. has been'established to sell in the 
United States a limited number of the first French edition of "Defense de 11 Art Europeen". 
Proceeds of the sale will produce' a small sum toward the restoration of the Calvaire. 
Much more, however, will be needed if the work of restoration. is to be completed. The 
Miriistere de 1 'Education Nationa;le (Section des l{onuments Historiques) of the French 
Government, which has the Calva:i,re under its jurisdiction as a monument of national 
importance, has estimated the total cost of restoration at 3,000,000 francs. 

Plougastel Calvaire Restoration Fund, Inc. invites you, therefore, in addition 
to ordering a copy of ~Defense de llArt European", to send a contribution for the restora
tion. Your gift will mean the re-creation' of an historic monument which plays a vital 
part in the religious life of France. It is a gift that will go on giving, as the Calvaire 
itself has given for nearly 3SO years a spiritual steadfastness to generations of devout 
Bretons. 
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Publio nolo.tiona 'Office ~ 
APO 750 US Army .'Ii; 

SPECIAL REIEASE No. 549 11 rlAY 1945 11984~' 
.... " 

For lmmadinte Release: 

I 
TIITH TllE' M,';ERI CA~, flE'V:r.:llTII .illi"tY la, GERMI.NY-- ' ,',o. t is rO'0orted to he the 

Inr2,:ost onohe of works of nrt ovor Msemhled in onG place is Jocated in a 
tunnol 'chreo-,quartors of a mile lone deep in the 1TIountuins of }"ustrio." 
<>,coordinr: to First Lt. Jrunes J. TIorimer, G-5 l"onuments Fine ;,rts and i\.rchive~ 
,ffioor for the SO'lEmth f.rmy, \'/ho expoots that the Gventual' openinr; of this 
roposi tory of ..e.7· ,,' ar VIiI' roveal l1umerOllS pril!:os from tho culturalff

r: centers of the w(\1"~,d. 
" 

I Little of grent art vel.! U0 110,::: boon found remaining in thE) undorground 
tu.nnels of Berchtosf,i:.den, aco~rdinr; to Lieutenant Rorimar. 

'.cho off1ci0.1 expropriation, or looting, by tm t:azis of ",orb of art 
from occppicd countries as well as from individuals and museums in Germany 
itself Houitd reaoh stae;goring fiGures if a mone'to.ryestimnte oOtl1d be plaoed 
on 'objects of cultural valuo, the offi oar said. It has been reliCcbly 

·ct::\tod that one-third of tho '~Jriv(\.te Ilrt troasures,of Franoo were sent to 
Germany, he said. Pross· ""cinmtes 0';:' tho value of the looted o.rt range 
up to several billions of~ollo.rs, he reported. 

Goerlng:Vi:!!ited the Jeu de Paume, PariS, 1'6 times to.make ~is persona 
selections of works of art froin the co~,yt;inuous, changing exhihitions .of 
looted masterpieoes., Lieutenant norimer learned from Mlle. Rose V~lland.' 
assistant .o.t the Jeu de Paume. Duri~ the entire period of thG German 
oooupa.tion sheho.d reme.ined at her post with too Nationa 1 t:useums of France, 
and worked with the Fronch Resistance. 

Ditector of this typo of looting was Alfred Rosenberg, I.ieutenl1'.nt 
Rorimer explained. Rosenberg Fas in' oharge of the Spi:';" tlial r.M Ide
olo~ice.l Education of the J!azi Party. To acoomplish ::is «.rt grabs, he 
organized ·the Rosenberg serviae , whiah Wo.8 known h",."stcrn Zurope as tte 
II!Hnso.tzstab'R'osenbergll (Tn15k f.'orceRosonberg), cf'; '}ially supported by 
both ITitIer and· Goering, and cesignt'.ted by the letters 13RR, for. llIi:insc.t ... 
zstab nosenberg: Regierung ll (Task ii'oroe Rosenberg Authority). The oomplex 
or",anization of this administro.tion 118.8 been activa for more than five 
years e.nd 'WaS set up so as to o.ttraot o.s little o.ttention as possible. 

~he Hosenberg ':: ... ldings in Paris were visited by },ale. Valland am the 
lieutenant foll~Ying the liberation of Paris as part of the program for the 
oare and preservation of '\lorkB 'Of o.rt sot up unaerthe planpin~ by the 
SI!t\.:3F i:onuments, Fino Arts and 1.1'0: ives Seotion. 

All thB reoords, inoludinr~ photographs, of the confiscated works of 
art. whioh passed through tlD olutohesof' tho methodioal ERR 'were disoO'Vered, 
as had been antioipated, when the ('-.5 : ,onumants GUi oer arrived at ~/ou.. 
achwe.netein Castle. Hajor General Dean" oamnanding general of the 44th 

.... 	 DiviSion" personally supervi'sed the oo.ptura of the oastle and in1!111!diately 
plaoed it otf limits as a ~reonution against sabotage, looting or oareless 
destruotion. 

A colleotion of worl:s of art suoh as had ne'YOl" ·beforebean gathered 
under a 'single roof ,:,a3' found at Neuschl'lanstein :castle. It inoluded 'war 10 M 

famous paintings from the 'Munioh llluseums inoluding the R~sident. and tm 
private oolleotions. ot the royal Davarian' Wi ttelebach family. These were 
s'tored ;;,n specially prapal"ed rooms together 'Il'Jith untold qual)t1ties. of. .looted Ii 

art frcim various ciountries. Thera Tlore paintings" rare:ful"iliturei ta.pes
'tries ~nd illuminated manusoripts' from t~e Rothsohild oolleotions .1n and 
. 11ear Pn.rir ,=' too, extraOl;"dinary ailver oollection.of David-:Uoill,;II};:lo ;was 

http:oollection.of
http:I.ieutenl1'.nt
http:of~ollo.rs
http:Jriv(\.te
http:GERMI.NY


, 

,At thG C!L'Ghusiau ~jonllr.,t0ry of Buxh0im near. h':onUnlngen, 72 cases 

'ofworlcs ,of a.rt were found to oonta.in tho Do.vid.;Jivei 11 brom:es, miniatur~ 


objeotsnnd other v.'orltl-knClWn things from Pnris. ThGro' o.re articles from 

the Kiev HlIseum in Russia.; a Remhro.ndt from a.n as yot unidentified 

l;'unich safo sent to ;'::::he::''1 for restoro.tion following the J,unich fire} 

po.inti!1[:;s ,)~,r L[.r~illiere l (l';:;hor;;i~;I,t0enth C~ntury paintors. Rare 

,lodes of ::trt from Fr['luce ",0. other cOll,n"triosfi 11 somo 15 roo;,lS. 1'apes

'(;603 emel rugsfl'C!ni;l'!o !,o~hschilds ;,c:,}(: othor familios aro pUed 0. foot 

;,',i gh ovor tho anti ro '~100r of ono roon c1hout 80 foet lone;. Coptic 

'boxtiles arenmonr; tl]0 loot. 


(::1 thu Island of Horr0nchi.olnsoo in thl:') Vorsa.illos Pnl::~nco ot tho.rnnd 
Ludwi;; of Davo.rie.nre som0 300 ;:os(mbo1'g cases from Russia I:IIld Pr0.nco. 

This is ds 0 U repository for works of art from j':uni ch. 


!,;onum;mts Officers l.i0utol1nnt !~orimor and Huthc.\;!0,~ !'"rrivod ut tho 
island Tlith n tnsk for'ce from too 3-12nd 1;rmorod Field, ~"tnlQry of tho 
x::r Corps and found that Lt. Smnuol f,. :~orso, of tL ()~':',n(l ~i'Clnk Dostroyer 
i:1::tttnlion of th;.;) 42nd Division, had arrived three d;,:,'s ,~nrlier und placed 
the lund tinder his supervision. Just previouslY, Li(;utennnt Goneral 
':'0 in::;a,rd , had committed fluicido thoro prior to tre capturo J 1':itl.~ou'l; resis
te,)100 J 0:1 five Gorman colonols and e, l~:,jor by a sergeant of tho 101st 
irborno :l)i vision. 

Also suicid,,,,:' Obors't::;'!chrer von Bohr, Rosenberg's chief of stnfr 
and chicf lootor ;'01' iL,l in the,;ost. c..nd his co-worker, Bnronn0ss von Bohr. 
Thoy both com..'1Iitt0d suicido on 19 t,pril 1945., Dr. Bruno Lohse. tho 
assistE'.nt chiof of stuff for mm, was arrested a. fow days nco, and 
varict1s ot:ler key me,,:,bers of the rinG have beon taken "int 0 protocti vo 
custody. Photogro.phcrs, rostorGTS L'.nd art exports have worked until 
recent dc.ys and want to continuo co.rins for tho vas t treasures which rovo 
beon l;ncovored. 

'1'ho ,;orks of art selocted by X!Hler and Goering and t heir henchmen 
arc gradually hdng 1.':1covc:rod. Thoy' includo pi\')ces from tho Fuehror"s 
house ill i"unich. The fe:~ or such \[o1'::s is still a matter of doubt • 

. H:: ff: '"; 
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Lt. J.J. Rar1mer 
!rFMA C ff1c~r 
0-5 Dlv1s10n 
EO'. 7 U S Army. 

"~'" 

,,-
'('.. 

XoC~Obe r. 1945. 

\, 


This eiven me a~ op!ort~nlty ~o do dlrectly whst I 
eskAd ~alter ~J~~ to do for me, to hiss you, at lE~st rE~otcly, 
00 boL, cherks fo!' y)ur l,.;roix de UUErre - cert lnL no one 
h?.s {~ESerVGC recoE::ni.tton of his w'Jr'c< ~J10rf thun ,You 

v

, ~nd 
D3rti(;uL"-1y from the E'reoch for WhOSE ioter,.'~:'t.3 'yOU 1 abor€d 
80 "1iC'h~ ily both 1n Parls ana in ,Jer,I1srlY. r £t:TI surE' :'~I:; 
Ve.lb,nd 1:=l rleaspd anD if this fines her still d1 'your 
!}rf'a, co etve her 8.11 my gr-€f'tinc' and beet wlshf ~~ ':'t'(i UH.H~;{ 
hFr' 'or her-'vers :,weet note to me. J~JS ths.t I ','·'ill write 10 
t rF' 1Ai i tl r::' t hatIe x;;r c t 3 to r t 1.1 to I.': '.' V e • 

ForI a'fl s.PP3,r('ntLy de;'ini.t:.ely l"';3.vinc; :.hi: fliel of 
thi.3 week, for ft repo deop upar ..L')ar:i8 9.t fir'st - b.l~d pvery 
evi(:f'ncp. 1:'1 t!lat one rot3 1.n N'~:O d~po~} ;'or some W€(l\:t3 :'H'forE 
~;hir-:n·:nt. 1 Expect to CAtch up OCllY re:::·d1n~ anG ',"rltiD€:" I 
leave ~~Ii.th f","i r~5!"r·t;., Excprterson91 onrs for I Tefl that 

n t.ri-blltior) to o"ll:.:·,r'Jrk has bf(j :n1rllffial .::t!ld t:';J.t jLju all, 
who 5.r'<; C!3.r'"'yV1f on. havp. i.b ne tl'l'" Job a:H'! ceo Cet on if 9;;ythin8 
-better 'l1ithout 'his I"ch·clon. i,!y 'iert<rtt.tr'f: 1s, al?o, :~o:!lcwhat 
f:'!1bittere'J by) ..p' lOfl:1 of thl" fight on a subJect on 'N'1ich I 
wa- toll] to ~~=-,~" 'ny' 'f.OJth 3hut but which you cl..'n·6u€'::1s. It :-:3.3 

bt"f'll f;]:'1 to lm'~)'!' all of .y!)Ll an(~ I hopo. th5.t 'WP '~;lll for€'E9~hE"r 
ag9in - in thl:" 11~ElntJ.mf' 1::::;) or. '!>l.th thF 1::00(1 -'ork. aoc thlnk 
kindly () f U.3 who wEre me rF' Pb['er wal '~.!:I.hs - ' 

" . ,/ / -
JOlJrs, ~.~.,"'. 

, -~~..\/ -:- ' 
4 • • ' • f ~ '. Ma~on hammond.. ~ . 

; 
---:-.y.-'------~.--------~---. 
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COP Y 1198 

To: Mr. FrHncis Henry Taylor }t'rom: 0-537223 
c/o The Metropolitan Museum of Art Lt. James,J. Horimer 
New York City Hq U~5 ~eventh Ar~ 

APO 758 c/o PM NY NY 

20 August 1945 

Dear Fran: 

The end of the war is the most cheerful event in a generation. 

It's seriousness from the Monuments, Fine Arts and Itrchives point 

of view in Germany is alarming - ,from the point of view of the 

high points Of'illost of the ,monuments officers. I met with seven 

of the crowd in Marburg Saturday and again with Masori and Bancel 

clOd Charles Kuhn in Frankfurt yesterday. In a very short time 

many of us will be forced to sign up for approximately a year 
"[ 

or go home. Civilian personnel willh:,we to be made availlible at 

• once if our work is to be of continuing value. The Ghent altar-piece and the 

Strasbourg glass a.re only a few of the things to be roturned as 

soon as possible. There must be continuity in the change over from 

ar~' to civilian personnel in our field. John Brown may talk to 

you about all this before you receive this letter. You';no doubt 

have been giving, the matter considerable thought already.. 

My own plans depend on circumstances. As the chief of the 

section in Western Military District I have some obliga tions to the 

other officers in. the field - Qut you know how anxious I am to return 

to Kay and civilian status. 

Wi thregards to all my colleagues, •••r have written 

nary a word since crossir~ the Hhine. 
(signed:Jim) 

Received Mediaevlll Department oeptember 4" 1945 
Heceived Director's Office August 30, ..,4" 
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,~UAR.f.S Slvm!.AIMT 
Oltioe ot 'he Headquarterlll OOlllJ!lanclan' 

APO 758 U.S. Arq 
\ 

22 .AugI1s' 1946 

SUBJECT. austodian Receipt 

TO t Mornua.en'.; 'ine .Arh~' and Arohiv.. Otticer. 

1. !he OommandiDg General, acknowledges the reoeipt ot one large 
Taputl7 (approximately 18' x 10') ,valued at $6,000.00. 

2. The Headquart.rs OOllIJ8.Ddan\ 8.ocepta responsibil1 '1 for abo .... 
Tapestl7 until such time ,hat it beoome. neoessary to return it tc? 
propert7 oontrol.' , 

3. fhe fape8~1'7 .will be placed in the General'. Oonterenoe Room 
at the S .... enth Arm)" Headquarters ill Beldelberg, OermaDl'. ' 

/ 

..' 

.' 

\ 

APrft /~~ 1'Met'6S . 

http:Headquart.rs
http:6,000.00
http:Mornua.en
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COLLECTING POINTS .119853 


At the present time, Collecting Points for art objects and other 

cultural material have been established in the United States Zone of 
,,' . 

Occ'upation, - at Munich, Marburg, .lfJiasbaden and Offenbaoh. These Col
-

leoting Foint s are used to house -the holdings of emergen~y reposi tor

ies of two types: first, cultural material requiring e,v~6,\le.tion as a 

proteotive measure because of inadequate storage' oonditions 'or'~in auf
. , 

fioient security; 
,/ 

second, 
. 

cultural material sus~ect~d of having been 
I 

looted by the Germans from oooupied countries. Ultimately, they will 
and 

be the clearing-houses through·wh.ich displaoedworks of artTcUltural 

material can be appropriately redistributed. 

Of these four Colleoting Foints, the one at Munich is the largest 

and its establishment and operation the most oomplex. By re.ason of 

the vast amount of looted art objects in the Third United States Army 

area, the urgent need for a large J ,central' collecting oenter was felt 

early in the oocupation of Germany. A oareful preliminary survey re-, 

vealed that the ,two enormous Nazi Party bUildings in Munioh - the 

"Verwaltungsbau'· and the"P'Uhrerbau"- were admirably suited to this 
. \~ 

purpose. It 1s of Intere st to mentiori here that the "Fuhrer'iiah t 
! is . '~,' 

the building in whIch the famous Munich Paot) -, "Peaoe in our time" 

was signed in 1938. Negotiations for the re~uisltioning of these two 

landmarks of the Nazi regirre were oompleted and they are noVi held and 

administered by the Bavarian Regional Mi,litary Government Detaohment, 

'E-201, under supervision of the Third ArUq. 

The administration of the MunIoh· Collecting Point .re solves i t"self 

into two main aivisionsxxt:}[1l J eaoh dire ()te d by a "Monuments Specialist 

Officer: the cUl"atorial department under whioh are all sections having 

-1
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to do directly with art;, and, the dep~rtm.:E3nt r~,,~:ponsible for the, 

repair and maintenance of the buildings. In addition, there are 
, , 

subsid le.ry departments whioh are m aded: by German civilians. 

the d isbur ~11ng department and the personnel department. 

All civilian employees are paid directly by the Kultur Minis

terium of the German Bavarian Government. They oonsist of two 

type B: on the one hand, those who comprise the pe rmanent staff; 

and, ,on the other, contractors 
\ 
and laborers hi~d on a short-term 

basis a,s the needs arrse. The members of t he permanent staff were 

selected with great care, a~ to their politiolll bias as well as to 

their art-historioal qualifioations. Considerable diffioulty was' 

experience d in meet Ing both of the se re 
, \

qu ireme nt 8; but, with th'8 
\ 

aid of' personnel, informa tion compile d at Supreme Headquarte rs, Al

lied Expeditionary Forces and \',/i th the advice of certain reliable 

art experts, a suitable staff numbeT'ing 'eighteen persons was obtained. 

The Oberburgermeister of Munich supplied the names of reliable arohi

tects and personnel for repair and maintenanoe. 
'1 

In order to make it possible for the German employees of the Col

lecting Point to work e. full day, a oanteen was set up in an adjoin

ing building - the "Fostbau." These faoilities were established by 

the German, Bavlltian Gove rnment, whioh provide s the food at 00 st. Sim

ilarly, oomfortable billets and me ssing taoili tie B have been e at ab

lished in this same building for the mili:bary personnel oharged 1/:ith 

the responsibility fo guarding the Colleoting Point day and night. 

Here also the truok drivers andesoort guards attending the regular 

convoys for the evacuation of works of art to Munioh are fed and bll

leted. Rations for this purpose are supplied by the Third ArrJ¥ • 

-2
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The required repairs to the "Verwaltungsbau"·· and the nFiihrer

bau" have been conducted in the face of almost insurmountable dif 

f1culties. The shortage of building materia.ls, together with the 

high priority· given oivilian housing, made it neoessary to exercise 

the greatest ingenuity in properly weatherproofing the Collecting 

I'oint. These difficultie s v!ere further· increaseo by the fact that 

repairs hnd to be effecte d after the buildings hed comr'1enc.ed to 

functi on as a centralcollecti ng depot. Glaas and roofing mater

ial were procured; barbed wire fenet) S . and barriers were erected i 

the net,vork of underground passageways Vlas blooked i and all the 

most pressing erney-gency Il'E asures were made by the end of June. 

Shortly there E:.fte r, a permanent security guard consisting of 

twenty-th1'8e posts was obtained and the personnel therefor provid

ed by tho T1lird Army. The guard) original.ly billeted in the ItFuhr

erbau", later moved into the "Postbau" ment.i.oned above. Subsequent

ly, properly-screened civilian replacerJ military personnel as ·intern

81 guards, thereby reducing to some extent the original demands made 

upon Third. Army resource s. 

In add lUau to the guard, other securIty ITlf:H:1[;Ur':' S \','ere adopted. 

All persons entering the buildings are required to carry special 

p3sses and .MUst sien a register as they enter and leave. 1\..11 pe.ck

ages ond handbags ere carefully eX8.Jnlneid. An engineering detail was 

obtaine d to examine both buildings for explosives and booby-traps and 

D cons iderable tlrr..ount of German urr:m.uni tion wes discovere d and ret1oved. 

A fire-bill. \vas insti tu te d and rew carbon-dioxide fire ext inguishers 

procure d. Doors throughout were provided v'lith locks and a strict 

c}!..eck is reade of all personnel seeldng access to the keys. 

. ' , . 
, :., <.:;, " 

0'. .'~ 
"~' ,r· ~. 
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at"'l 19 8 5 G By the time the first truokloads of art objeots' began arriving Q 

the Colle'cting' Point, an effective system for unloading, 'cataloguing 

and storing the items had beenworka d out in detail - thanks t:) the 

intelligent efforts of the Colleoting .Point Direotor working in 001

laboration with trained members of his staff of scholars and museUIIl 

offioials experienced in such procedures. 

As etlch object leaves the truck, it is checked against a bill of 

le.aing and given e.n "arrival number.'" The, item, together with its 

card, is then moved into its storage room, where the room number is 

entered 
'. 

on the card. The card itself. is thereafter talt:en to the reg

istrar's office for filing. 

Not only is an object thus stored easily looatea when the oocasion 

to examine it arises, but its physical condition is safeguarded by 

means of a daily inspection on the part of a member of the curatorial 

staff whose specia.l responsibility it is to take a:nd record·tempera

ture and humidity readings. 
, ' 

The mE.intenance of oomplete re cords of' the holdings of the Colleot

ing Point constitute s 'one of the principal functions of the curatorial 

staff. To achieve th is t an. elaborat~ filing sy stem has been Inaugurl1t ed. 

fi system vlhich, in many respects J parallels that foll()v;ed in any large 

art museum. 'rhe system involves the maintenance of five separate flles, 

as follows: an arrival file, for cataloguing items upon receipt and be

fore any detailed information has been assembled; an- object flle in 

v:hich is entered all d.ata at hand concerning the identity, history and 

ov-mershi.p at' tn e object j und artist file \ilhich provides a cross-refer

ence to tl~e object file and contains inform.ation r'egardlng artist, 

country, date of the"object, end such other brief .information 'as n:ay 

-4



be deemed pertinent; an o,mer file whichll["aff'ords a second cross-

reference to the object file and contains information as to the 

presun:e d o\'..-n.er of the object; and, lastly, 8. locator file of 

items e.s to at or" ag e room numbe r. 

In order to ensure the completeness and accura.cy 01" these. 

files, an Art Doouments Center has recently been established 
.. 

At .the Munich Collecting Point. The recorda assembled there ave 

those dealing 'with suspe cted loot. Such documents as the records 

- photographic and othenvis9 - of the notorious Einsatzstab Ros

enberg, which handled works of art taken from Jewish private 

ochlleotions, form a large portion of the documentary materiall: 

ourrently. on hand for re ady reference. LIkewise, det ailed in"; 
, 

formation regarding the complex and far-reaching aotivities of 

G~ring's agents in th"r greedy combing of Europe for the pur

pose of building up the former Reichsmarsohall's enormous art 

collection is available at the Collecting Point. And it is al. . 

so intended to obtain for the Documents Center further data pilr

taining to Hitler's purohases far his proposed great museum at 

Linz. Inasmuch as SUbstantial portions of these oolle otions a~ 

actually stored at the Colleoting Point, the desirability of 

full dooumentation is obvious. 

From the foregoing, it beoomes readily apparent that an 

est ablishment such as .the Munioh Colle oting Point - save for 

tbe important fact that it is not "open to the publio" - bears 

close resemblance to a highly-organized and important museum. 

Its essential purpose) as already Inenti oned, is to afford a 
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scientifio'ally-safe haven for works of art until the time comes 

when an ap1)ropriate disposition can be made dtf them. When it 1s 

considered that the holdings of this vast depot inolude some of 

. the ,vorld' s gre atest art treasure s, it is easy to understand why 

suoh care is· be ing lavished upon them· and to ap'preoiete the need 

for the elabora.te"maohinery"whioh has been set up for that purpose. 

From the first moment that the Colleoting I'oint was properly 

equipped to funotion as indioated above, truokloads of artworks 

began arT i ving at its p:()rta.ls. Convoys in endless succession have 

continued to disgorge their preoious oontents at this depot • .Ii. 

group of Monument s Speoialist Offioers, ·organized into a Special 

Evacuation Team, have serve d as the conneoting_link bet';:een out

lying repositories and the central Colleoting roint t sustaining 

the uninterrupted rlov! of looted art into Munich. 

;',rhile this. work oontinues, the seoond and final step in the 
the 

prooe S8 of bringing order out ar7O'haos oreated by the Germal13 he s 

been taken - namely the return to their rightful ovmers of oertain 

outstanding masterpieces. The first instance of suoh restitution 

was the return of the famous A.ltarpieoe _tfThe Adoration of the Lamb" 

by the br:)thers van Eyck - whioh wa.s flown by speoitil plane from 

Munich to Brussels some weeks ago on orders from the Corr.unandlng Gen

eral, United States Foroes, I~uropean Theater. There it waB delivered 

to representatives of the Belgian Government as a token restitution 

from General ",Eisenhower on behalf 01' the United States Gove'rnment. 

This renowned v.'ork "hiS stolen by the (~ermans from J"rance v;here it 


had been placed by the Belgian Government for safekeeping. 


l 
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The Germans had intended 1t to be one of the ohlef adcirnmentsot 

Fo.hrer Museum at) Linz. Three of the aooompanying l)hotob'Taphs il 

lustrate the boxed panels of ~ltarpiece being :made ready for ship

. ment to Brussels, while a fourth shoy;s the specially-chartered 

plane - loaded wi th thE panels and ready for the last la1) of the 

journey home, - a journey wh io};1 began earlier this past S\lJ.1l!ler a.t 

a salt mine deep in the Austrian alps. 

Another noted masterpieoe - Miohelangelo's "Madonna and Child" 

is also slated for ear'ly return from Munioh to the church in Brl,lges 

from which it was st olen by the Germans. L.U:e the. van Eyok .altar piece, 

this celebrated statue had been hldden ill the salt mine at Alt Aus

see " Austria. The accompanying photograph shows the marble in the 

mine where, just at the. close ·of hostilities, it was discovered by 

Monuments Officers and from which it was later removed by the Speo

ial Evacuation Team to the Munioh Collecting loint. 

Similar token restitutions by the United States GOV9rDDB!lnt have 
\ 

been made to France,Holland and Czechoslovakia, and others are con
, . ( 

templated. Thereafter it 'will, of course be the responsibility of 

the ovmer-natlons to bear the burden of the eventual' return of their 

looted 'Norks of a.rt. To that end, properly accredited representa

tives of those governments have been invited to the United States 

Zone and a number BUll Eire presently engaged in this complicated 

task -both in the Eastern end the Western Milltary District s. . For 

example, officers 9,ualif1ed' art experts in c1v1lian 11 fe- from 
''..~ 

France, Holland and Belgium are now attache.d to the Munich Colle ct 

in6 :toint for the express purpose of expediting the tremendous job 
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of returning Suok works of art as ~Ktgk rightfully belong to their 

oountries. By the same token ',F,renoh end Dutch' representat i ves a.re 

assisting in this work in the Western M'ilitary· District. 
. . 

In contrast to the Munioh Colleoting Foint j those at Wiesbaden' 

(loaated in ~he Landesmuseum) and Marourg (established in a museum 

building oalled the nJt1bilaumsbau fT 
) oontain relatively little loot. 

Their 'holdings, in the main, oonsiat of displaoed national treas~ 

ures J prinoipally of German provenance. 1m e~oeption was ttB oele

brate d treasure, of the Oathedral of Metz, which has now be en re

turned to Franoe from the' Marburt; Colleoting foint. However, all 

of the Colleotln[.,· Points. have been organized along the same general'
, .. I 

lines and their methods of operation are essentially the same. The 

newest of these oentral depots- too one at Offenbach -is intended 

as a Colleoting Point for ,llbrarie s that were looted by the Germans 

from countries in both eastern and weste rn Europe. From this central 

depot it will, be possible to re distribute these valuable collections 

to those institut.1ons from which they were plundered. 

Thus, the Collecting Foints provide xx focal ce~ters at whioh 

operati ons vital to the world t s cultural heritage can be success

fully effects d. 

\ 
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:;;:~~d 7i.s'- ~t:if. ~~Q~,~ ~ ) 

~ M ~~.-~L11 _Qf. ,I August 8, 1946 
"~ /. - --,J 	 I '-'rr. "t//'/'f1J ' , 

Dear Tom: 

I was delighted to get your good long letter, and I'm 
enormously interested i!}tall you have to say about your book. 
(By ,the way, Jim Rorimer tells me that he is writing one, too 
so speed your publishers 1) , . ' 

As to the business of the shipment of the pictures, I 
can imagine that that is 4 difficult to deal with on many counts 
especially now that the developments of a year have made extreme 
tact and caution in the matter more than ever importnnt. Thank 
Heaven that you are ~he one to deal with it ~ Your quota.tion, 'of 
my exclamation at Hoechst is -, as far as it goes -correct, though 
at this distance it may sound a bit silly, asI ,did go hack· to 
Marburg, if only to 'close up my work there. I remember well adding 
to the first sentence that you quote,"Everythipg that we were able 
to accomplish was possible. because· I had the'c'onfidence· of' certain· 
people. I can'.t go back and tell them that I have betrayed the,Il!':" 
Actually I·didundertaketo t~ll·Hamann!~out it myself, feelirig 
that it was my duty to do what I coUld'to keep the matter from 
clouding our unfinished 'work. His reply to me was extremely inter
esting. I quoted the official ,statement· about the paintings being., 
held in trust for the German people~ .and added that ,there was no: ",\',::-;, 
reason to doubt it • Very s10wlyhe said,."If they take our old aft::~~"~;;.", 
we must try to create a 'fine new, art. "Then, after a long pause, he 
added, "I never thought they would take them.'" . 

To me this conviction that we were bli.l.ffing, shared'by 
other Europeans inClUdin~the British,was the crux of the whole 
thing. As a blunder in litary government it did its damage no 
matter what our government's real motives were, or what the even
tual outcome. 

However, in writing of the subject at this date, the 
following points'should, to my way of thinking, be taken into 
account: 
1. With the Sistine Madonna tLn Moscow, the Russians screaming for 
the return of the Kaiser Friedrich pictures to Berlin, and refusing 
to let the KF staff go to Wiesbaden, some validity is lent t,o the 
(secret) excuse that tge real motive was to keep the pictures from 
the Russians.,· . 
2. There has,lg~r and, I belitVe, sufficient-pub~ic disapproval of 

b-	 of the shipment expressed, and this. has happily and miraculously 
not yet aroused a controversy. 
3. There have been repeated reiterations of the pledge to return 
the pictures. 
4. According to SheLdon Keck and others, the Germans now feel 
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more nearly convinced of an eventual restitutmon. 
5. The question of face-saving is now of prime importance. I 
believe that those fesponsible for the mistake should not be 
goaded into supporting same other disposition of the pictures 
or arousing an opposition in order to be able to say toldIII 

you so'! You can be sure that, there will be no adiaission of 
error by anyone responsible, and that the sooner the excitement 
subsides the sooner we may hope for a restitution of the pictures. 

, ,;"" '~~ 
It occurs to me that an opinion from Lamont.......on how 

,much might be safely said on the subject, would be worth haVing. 
He could probably sense if and where there would' be irritations 
dangerous to "the cause" '" 

But to come back to you;t:' quotation of me, do as you
think best . .However, I would, suggest that the explanatory sen
tence be included, as that, gives the point ,of the "betrayal", 
and the words are burned into '!T.f3 me'mory\ ,: I expect to be eternally 
despised in certain quarters as 'a result. 1; 

Thank you for the kind, words about the ~I·tlcle in the 
Art Journal. I'm glad steve was pleased. I had: had same qualms 
fearing that he.might be offended ~y'some ,of the;'quotations.'
Those things can be embarrassing. ' ' 

George is on his way home, and I'm eager to see him. 

There is much more that I want to say, but this haa 
turned into a long letter, and I fear that I have mussed you up
considerably. f>leaseforgive''1!I1 observa:blons about the story
of the shipment. I just pass them along for what, they are worth 
as we might discuss them if you were here -- which I wish you 
werel 

'\ ' 

As ever, 

Mr. Thomas C. Howe, . Jr.' 

California Palace of the Legion of Honor 

San Francisco 21, California. 
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23 February 1949 
5370 Pershing Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

Dear Mr. Howe: 

Edi th Standen suggested that I write you a short 'brief 
on some of the recent events in MFA&A in Gernl8.ny~ May 
I introduce myself by saying that I was with ,M,FA&A in 
Berlin from 1 April. 1946 until May 1947 when I'succeeded 
Edwin Rae as the MFA&A officer in Bavaria and took over 
t Central Collecting Point in Munich. ]: lasted until 
November of 1948 when I resigned under strong protest and 
returned to the States. 

The State Department,in the person of Ardelia Hall" issued 

a direc tive called lIrrhe Exceptional Return of, Works of' Art 

to Italy" and on the basis 'of that I received a comrl1and, , 

le t tt~r signed by the' Adjutant General· At OMGUS toche .B.:flu! 

effect that thirty-five works of art listed therein were 

to be shipped back to Italy. Since the first item on'-the 

list was the Discobolus from the cpllection of Prince 

Lancelotti in Rome I raised both eyebrows. That had been 

acquired in May of 1938. Obviously the question of resti 

tu. tion was not involved, a fact clea:f'ly recognized in' the 

direcGive which called for the "exceptional return". The' 

full purchase price had been paid, the export license ,had 

been ,given and the export tax paid. The transfer was 

commented upon'b1J!. the New York Herald Tribune which merely 

mentioned it as a newsworthy item. Only the Arts Digest 

mentioned it in the states and, 'as u'sual, they had most 

of the facts wrong. Be tha~ as it.may, I took the positio 

'Ghat the return this violated Article 56 of the Hague Con- ' 

vention and that tnis matter was not, in any sense, within 

the scope or jurisdiction of Mil'i tary Government. The last 

is a debatable point, the first is not. 


l~;any of the ,others works of art listed were so vaguely 
defined that they could not'be identified,e.g., "Venetian 
Master, XVIth century, Venus". However seventeen other 
paintings were found. Arnongchem were the Memling,'. "Portra 
of a Man" from the Corsini collection which had been pur
chased by Philip, Prince of Hesse, for Hitler and was the 
higi1sst priced paInting in tile Hitler collection; the' 
Rubens "Equestrian Portrait of a member of the Doria family I 

wr-1icb came from that family in Genoa; the Leonardo "Leda 
and the' Swan II from the Spiridol\ collec tion in Home. 'rhis 
last had left t.he counery once before when it was to have 

been auctioned in Amsterdam in 1928 but the family had 
set such a high reserve price that no sale was mad~ and the 

'paintini-; was brought back. And there were Gthers. In 
every case the export license had been granted and the 
export tax paid. 

The Italians claimed that the laws had been abrogated by 
the Fascists, that Hitler and Goering 'had exercised undue 
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":,pressure, etc. It is curious to note in thi.s respect that 
Goering had had the Memling for gwo months but the price 
of 9,000,000 L. was too much for him and he returned the 
pain.ting. All of these were acquired between MaP. of'1938 
and 23 July 1943 or the beginning oi' the occupation in Italy. 

This was singularly embarrassing tome. Of the eighteen 
pieces shipped back, three or four ha,d be~n purchased by 
the Prince of Hesse. But we had the lists showing 'that he 
had purchased some 124 paintings, and all under the same 
circumstances. The Italians always referred to 'those 
worKS of art, "illegally "removed or "clandes tinely" re,moved 
Wi~:lout furtner definition of titose terms. At the S1:iwe 
time Walter Andreas Hofer had given me a sworn statement 
listing those works of art which had been smuggled out of 
Italy Viiti'lout benefit of license or ,tax. None of those 
was claimed. . 

I left Munich 11 November and on 16 November they were 
shipped. Since then the Italians, especially Ridolfo 
Si viero who '.vas and is chief of the miss ion, have inciulged 
in a campaign of vilification against me -'whicp. does not 
bother me 'except taat tney have purposely distorted all of 
the facts and as a res1j.lt the tone of the newspaper stories 
is anti- ..:un8rican and anti-German while they thunp their 
chests like Renaissance bravos. 

Then tilere is another matter to which YGU gave a light ' 
and humorous touch in your book,' but which has noyv degenerated 
into something serious. T.i1at concerns the German reposi tories 
in Austria. In October 1945 there" was an a~reement signed 

by Harry Grier (OMGUSO, Ed Rae (OMGB and the lICP), and Lt. 
Col. McKee (USFA) by which the stuff from those repositories 
would be under, the jurisdi·ction of USFA and under the te,.;lmical 
castody of the' CCP. So~hen Ritchie worked in the CCP a~ the 
USFA representative. Now USFA claims all of the material from 
c1108'e repositories which can not be identified as restitutab1e 
o~ as of pre-war German ownership. This they will turn Qver 
to the Aus 'Grian government and the governiaent has been so 
informed. 

As you will recall tho se reposi tories were, filled with 
collections formed in Germany and so were constituted of 
German owned material or material that was restitutable 
either externally or internally. Unilaterally to dispose 
01' chis by giving it to Austria would be prejudicial to "Che 
other occupied countries and to those eligible for relief 
under Law. No. 59. Actually the AU:3trians want to fulfill 
riitler's alrlbition and realize the "Linz museum". In the 
summer of 1946 Salter Horn borrowed from the Russians in 

rlin all of the correspondence about the Hitler co11ection 
and I had i'~ filmed. We were never able to get around to the 
long job of studying the more than 100,000 docuements 
involved, bUL that job is now going on slowly as it ha~ been 
fol' the past six months. But the hotheads in OMGUS want 
to close ~he CCP by tl1t.: end of March a~d they probably think 
t~hey can "end" restitution by getting ri.d of the stuff •. 
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~i~~r add that my position was upheld by the Legal Division 119805 
of OMGB and that the American Consul in Munich sent in a 
strong protest. But' OMGUS hadLto'therwise. 

It is no trick to recognize the Titian "Danae" and ship,it 
bacK to Italy, but it is a, terrible chore to work with 
1800 drawings by Hl1do1f von A1t which Posse had all rematted 
and remounted so that all marks are gone. And there are 
lots of claiins for some of t:r,at stuff but who gets which one 
of th6 eight or ten "Grand Canals" or the St. Stefans Dcm. 
one 01 ..lliC(l he must have done a.very other day during his whole 
long life? So the Austrians want to claim them all saying 
tnat he and the drawings are Austrian, that they were probably 
illegally srnug::<;Ied out by the Germans who waived the laws 
protecting Austrian work:? For ti1.at matter they want to have 
a blanket cl;:dm for all Wa1dmue.11ers, Amer1ings, etc. 

It is a sorry state of af'fairs~, but there is one ,ray, ,of ,hope. 
IN. G. Cons ta:b1'e'wri tes rae' tiia·t,"he" .. t§~#:·going'#'over '~s'a "iivis i ting 
expert tl and I hav written him about it at great"length. 
;-ianns Swarzenski, who is now working, in ,the 11ostop. Museum of 
Fine Arts, knows all about this cihd'has ,talked to Constable. 
In the meantime I have'informed, such old friends as Calvin 
IJIl t:;haway, Edith Standen, HarryGI'ier~ 'ban,: R~ch, Bance1' La 
Farge, Frederick Clapp, Craig Smyth and others. Anq. Hutchins 
of the university of Chicago asked for :an article about the 
Itali.-::in deal wnich I have written and whic,h he will pu:blish 
in a ne~l l(la.:;azine of which he is '·the edi'tor. ' 

, ~;," . 

'rhis brief is not as short as i:t :'shOU'l,dbe' and t apolo'gize 
for intruding on your time. I 'can: 0 I11y hope, that ' you are 
still inter.ested in the~,e problems. ' 

:v~:rC;J i 

1. s. 'rhe :italians also claimed -~ni'. "Veritas",a ! 

s ta tUB one and a half life size,:';Vhich their" own. documents II 

proved til;:; tit {Lad never left Rom~ where I saw it re.'cent1y 

;~c~~~e~~r~~:e19~~l:~!~S~~ri,~,;~g'~'i~~~h~~'~'~:~Sb~-t·~~;,::~:~;:~,~",':, ww:1 
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HUNTINGTON' LIBRAR y' AND ART GAiLER Y' 

SAN MARINO 9. CALIFORNIA 

THEODORE ALLEN HEINRICH 

CUMTOP. O' AU COLU(;rrON$ 
 Februar.y 13, 1951 

.; , .w"io lC,'II,Mr. S.L. Faiso~, Jr. 

. Munich Central Collecting Point 
 . L )~.(,.,( •• ("f'

OLOB :... APO 407 A (J.•. ~c"~ ,t:,
c/o Postmaster, New York City. 
New York . .~, fln.t~ ·lt~' s Iv 

. ;r::Fh~''''t"· '?~~I..~ /1.:"Dear Lane, . ' 	 i fAt..!.ll '.t..I.h.,J .l..~ t' c...~'I;'"l" #1 

1 am shocked beyond measure.b.Y the death of Jules Wangler. ~I Q 
1 could not possibly have managed at Munich without him ~d 1 know 
that what' he succeeded in doing'there will greatly have ea'sed y-our e.r...J:V(ftt 
problemson taking ove!.. I ~.J ' !"') 

• 	 ~~~~J 
He was the most seltlessmanl ever knew:, 'the most· willing to 

do the least rewarding and most tiresome things without ever a 
complaint and nt thE{ same time he had a delightful sense of humour 
which let one know, sometimes directly, sometimes only- obliquely-, 
that he had no illusions about the stupidity of 'some of the things 
he was required to do. ' He was a delightful companion and 1 know ' 
that y-ou will miss him great~. 1 am so glad, since it had to 'be, 
that ,it>was so swift'. and ,that he was not- alone.' , 

The last time I talked,to'Haas, 1 was rather'inclined to sym
pathize with Graupe, largely because the.Bavarians were vitiating' 
their rather good defence with entirely the wrong reasons. 1 did 
not know at that time that two of the paintings iIi question were the . 
property of··the Wittelsbach' Trust. Speaking as a private person, 1 
w,ould be inclined to agree with wbatev(!rHamfstaengl1 s opinion of , 

',' the justice of the case may be. I now think it quite clear that 
Buchner had no authority whatsoever to offer in trade 'the Wlttelsbach 

,Oanalettos. ' 1 think even the status of the Credi (a copy or School 
piece, in any case) is not entirely clear. - . 

On the other hand the Munsing argument, although.l now think its 

conclusion sound, is based on false' premises. and inadequate inrorma~ 


tion. One ri:Js.y deplore Graupe l s behav!o\l.r, paHicularly- as a refugee" I 

for dealing with the NaziS and catering to their peculiar aesthetic 

tastes, but he was clearly within his legal rights. to do so at,the.t 


'. 	time. The objects .involved on the Bavarian side. were not, and still 
are not, proscribed a.s national treasUI:'es. ,Therefore t~e national 
cultural heritage,~s mentioned'in that unfortunate,letter of Steve's, 
would not be damaged were the transaction completed~ Under the . 
circumstances existing in 1939 it' would have been--equally profitable.. ... 	 . 
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transaction to both sides. , The fact that the final governmental 
authorization 'was granted a week a!'terthe declaration of War does 
not, in ~,opinion, vitiate the apparent legality of the trade, 
which was clearly undertaken at a time when both parties were free 
to aC,t as they ~chose ,with no, compulsion of duress either in fact or 
in prospect. The date of the final ratification shows conclusively 

',:: 	 that the matter 'was handled iD an entirely normal way and was' 
uninf'luenced b.Y.the intervening 'declaration of war. ' 

The early post-war history of this case was unnecessarily 
confused under the misapprehension that this was ~ restitutions 
matter. T14s has since been shown to be irrelevant and inapplicable. 
Haas unfortunately bas one very strong point in his conte~tion that 
the history of our handling of the case tends to show that we 
condoned a German effort to thwart the intention ,of Law 59, through 
the long delays and frequent changes of position in Munich, and most 
especially in view of Steve's le~terwhichgives an impression on 
hasty reading that Bavaria should keep all the pictures. This also ' 
appears ~o me to be, if not irreleVant, at least a misrepresentation. ' 
The caSe really hangs on the question of whether or not Buchner had 
any legal right to offer those particular paintings for trade. In at 
least two out of three instances b,e clearly did not, and there is ' 
some doubt about the third. 

Were I still responsible, I think that I would try to persuade 
the lawyer to accept return of the Kobells. If the Bavarians still 

./w"ant.J;b,e Kobe1ls...... then some, deal 1'1'0,uld have ,to be arrang, ad on the 
..,/" Oasis of the one paintiilg which seems probably to be unencumbered(tl property of the Bavarian st~te. " 19npre ~ quotation of ~ position 

.......-t I which m.!J:. he made tv Haas, since J;1o~'Lall ac s were 
1:on ~ the time af oUL.l.as.Lmeetin.,g_8.p.9J.,!.nce h~...ta red:--:~'i:-""""'_ 
certain documents, which he promis~d at that time. --rne most impor
tant of these "Were alleged to prove conclusively that the ltobells bed 
been,entered in the official inventory 'of the Bavarian state 
collections. ' 

j 

It is good news that Auerbach's activities have 'finally precip
itated an investigation so far as his designs on undistributed 
holdings of the Collecting Point are concerned., For your very private, 
information, never forget that his ambitions in this. direction are 
based on a top secret agreement with Wi1denstein and that our dear , 
friend, K. Baberstock,noTl in the c;:ourse of installing himself in new 

,quarters ~earlY'opposite the Haus der Kunst, is sub rosa a nilden
stein partner and that their secret go-between is Grace Mor1ey's former 
protege, Heinz Berggruen. With the exception of Grace, any of the ' I~)persons mentioned in this paragraph and any other persons who appear 
to be connected with them in anyway shoUld be regarded with acute J 

IT~(,.~),~ 
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s~sPic.16n. Berggruen is apt to use Grace's naine by way of ~ntro- . 

duction,' but she certainly knows nothing of his rather shady . , 

subseque~t opera,tions. . . 


, '.' 	 . . . \ 

Nothing you may discover concerning the period of the enforced 
transfer would surprise me at all and tnere are doubtless many details 
I still don't know, although the outline was pretty clear. I.hope I 

.	may have a' copy of your final report. I know that the Austrian and· 
French representatives enjoyed special privileges with respect to the 
property cards~ I doubt that they profited unduly, in fact the 
Austrians were trapped by this privilege into making .some demonstrably 
false claims, a point of which Ardelia and I made good use in refuting 
certain Austrian representations. This is useful to remember because 
the Austrians will no doubt continue to maintain at government level 
that.their representatives were totally denied access to both cards 
and objects." I think it a very healtbJr move that you have finally 

. succeeded.in winkling Doubinsk,y out of Munich. 

Bless Rose and live' her my love. I am' very glad, you have made 
I friends ,with Franzl Wittgenstein. He is very good value. and I know 

. ~ you will enjoy hiin. I have been dreaming about Fa~ching and miss ~. . Munich very much. 

The work here is most pleasant and I am gradually getting 
settled. No revolutions yet but a number of most interesting changes 

. seem to be really possible. 

I trust you have found a house and are comfortably settled by 
now. Do write wh~n you have time and you know I will always be glad 

, to dredge my memory whenever I can be of assistance • 

. . All the pest, 

,~ 
\ l..'(i 

Theodore A. Heinrich 

TAB:mth 
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VEHNlSS1\GE 

ALFRED STIEGLITZ 

Alfred Stieglitz, who died on July 14 at the age of eighty. 
two, is sure to be remembered as both man and myth. 

As a student in Berlin in the 1880s the young American, 
who was later to become a courageous champion of modern 
art, bought his first camera and began the pioneering experi. 

ments which marked a milestone in the history of photog· 
raphy. In 1890 he returned to the United States and contino 

ued his investigations. Ultimately his direct, un retouched 
prints found their way in~o every major museum exhibition. 

With other adventurous photographers Stieglitz formed the 
Camera Club and, a few years later, the Photo·Secession 

group for whom he opened the galleries at 291 Fifth Avenue 
in .1903. ' 

Stieglitz' interest in painting began, during the next three 
years, to overshadow his photographic experiments. The 


, prints on the walls of "291" yielded to paintings by the 

twentieth century pioneers~such Europeans as Cezanne and 

Matisse, Americans such as Weber and Marin. Stieglitz val· 

iantly supported their then unpopular cause and battled for 
a public which would buy their work (although throughout 

his life he reputedly gave all money from sales to the art· 
ists and relied on the financial devotion of his friends to pay 
ganery expenses). When the "291" building w~s torn down 
in 1917, Stieglitz opened "The Intimate Gallery" on New 
York's Park Avenue and 59th Street and twel.ve years later 
moved to "An American Place"-'the stark, white·walled 
galler~' in the skyscraper at 509 Madison where, confined 
by a heart ailment, he spent most of his last years. 

Among many Americans whose paintings Stieglitz exhib· 
ited in their early careers are Demuth, Weber, Walkowitz, 
Maurer, Hartley, and the carefully guarded trio to whose 
work he exclusively devoted his gallery in recent years
Marin, Dove, and O'Keeffe, who was his second, wife. Thus 
Stieglitz belongs with those who are directly responsible 
for fostering modern art in America-with Newman Mont· 
ross, who also sold avant.garde paintings at that time, and 
with Frank Crowninshield, who introduced them to the pub. 
lie in the pages of VANITY FAIR. 

Stieglitz had his picturesque side, too, and it was one he 
ne,'er minimized. He aff~cted always the garb of his German 
student days, its black tie, flowing black cape, and the black 
pancake hat which in recent years set off his long, silvery 
hair. Frail .in stature, he had a fiery energy and a rather 

hypnotic charm, He gathered around him a group of aco· 
lyles for whom he was seer and prophet, responding easily 
to their almost cult·likedevotion. 

These disci pies were so much beneath the mystic spell , 
that they spoke and wrote of the master with completely 
subjective bias-going so far as to 'title their book about 
him AMERICA AND ALFRED STIEGLITZ. In view of such devo· 

tion, it is more difficulnhan usual to appraise dispassionate· 
ly the very real achievements of the man. 

BRITISH ACCENT 

The King and Queen lent their illustrious presence and ap· 
parently e~joyed the current exhi~ition of American art at 
London's Tate Gallery.' The Queen was tactful in her com· 

ments, and the King, according to TIME' magazine, 'guffawed 
when told that the title of an O'Keeffe he admired was PEL· 

VIS WITH THE MOON. The English critics in their newspaper 
columns received the show favorably, in contrast to the 
rather guarded reception which greeted the last large Amer· 
ican show abroad-the 1938' Jeu de Paume exhibition in 

'Paris. But surely this show gives a more just picture of 

American art than the all·inclusive, complex predecessor. 
The first full.length review by an English critic to be 

published in America is R. H. Wilenski's article Oll page 23 
of. this 'issue. AUhough he has never been to America (and 

, is convinced American telephones would bewilder him) and 
although, to date, he has known American art primarily. 
through reproductions, Mr. Wilenski is a distinguished 
sch~lar in the fields of English and French art from which 
so much of our own painting derives. Thus, he saw the show 
with a fresh but tutored eye. He was neither hampered br 

, our cliche categories nor inhibited by the historic reverence 

in which we hold certain names of the past. As a conse· 
'quence his article contains what may be surprises to many 
and shocking heresies to Ii few. But his comments may jolt 
us out of accustomed patterns of thought. Certainly it ii' 

healthy, for a change, "To see oursels as others see us." 

ARTIST'S FUNNY BONE 

Since a sense of humo'r implies a sense of proportion, it is 

presumably a quality with which artists should be generous· 
Iy endowed. But the test of a sense of humor is the ability to 

laugh at oneself, and artists, like other creators, notori· 
ously take themselves very seriously. Curiously, despite their 
violent wrangling'; and upturned tables in cafes, nineteenth 

century artists seem to have been more inclined to' kid them. 
. selves than have their twentieth century brethren-at least 

to date. A case in point is Daumier. Generally occupied with 
an uncompromising cru~ade against social injustice, he fre· 
quently found time to poke good.humored gibes at his pro· 
fession. Such is the bantering comment on his landscaping 
contemporaries in the lithograph reproduced on page, 33 

of this issue. 
Artists have quite' naturally found it easie! to make fun 

of the other citizens of the curious planet known as the art 
world. The connoisseur with his magnifying glass, the 
critic with his inevitable walking stick and carnation (at· 

tributes accepted by Hollywood's casting office, viz. sc.~R1.F:T 
STREET), the smug money· bags collector, the intense gal. 

lery.goer, and the acquisitive dealer have all been common 
targets for the artist's wit. Fortunate, indeed, for the per· 
sons in question: in such instances the artist's humor and 
satire may well be escape valves for antagonisms which 
otherwise might explode. 

Because we hope to encourage contemporary artists to kid 
themselves (and their associates), we inaugurate a new de· 
partment in this i?sue. Daumier and ~ few other masters of 
the past will get first billing. They are the come·on. Subse· 
quently, we ,will reproduce drawings and prints of the pres· 

ent. We 'urge our readers and artists to send them ,to us and 
to join THE SIDE SHOW. 
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Even the best informed American art circles have come to 
learn only piecemeal and only in its broad surface outlines' 
the story of German looting in World War II. The operations 
of the Art Looting Investigation Unit of the Office of Sil-a; 
tegic Services were directed, from January 1945 through 
February 1946, at the unraveling of tb~ cOrriplicat~d skein 
of the Nazi venture. The results of its investigations figure 
largely, to date, in confidential reports held by Allied Gov· 
ernments. Yet evidence presented by the prosecution at the 
Nuremberg trials" experts' anecdotes, and hea~say from the 
returned G.!. have filled in many of the gaps left by a welter 
of unsifted publicity ·devoted to the more sensational aspects 
of the undertaking. ' 

The nature and the scope of the German ~ffort have been' 
less publicized and are less understood, The do~trine which 
impelled German officials to pay astronomical prices, and 
which prompted ruthl~ss large-scale confiscati~ns across the 
breadth of the Continent, was inten'ded to contribute not only 
to the material' enrichment of Greater Ge!'many, but to ·the 
systematic disruption of the cultural and e~onoinic forces of 
the occupied countries. In 'short, there was nothing casual or 
haphazard about German looting. Each purchase, each 
seizure was fitted into the intricate pattern of what amounted 
to a major political operation, conceived with characteristic 
Ge~man thoroughness. Goering's avarice was simply a gross 
magnification of the spoils-of-victory axiom, and the tradi
tional depredations of a conquering army were significantly 
minimized il) the case of the German soldier by a rigid dis
cipline. Thus, apart from Goering's plunder, there was little 
in the German method to suggest mere military opportunism. 
The operations of the notorious Einsatzstab Rosenberg; a 
special .task force organized by the Berlin office of Hitler's 
deputy Alfred'Roseriberg for the plunder or' France, Hoi. 
land, and the East, were devised to fill 'the walls of the new 
Fiihrermuseum 'at Linz while striking at the holdings of 
"Jews and' other enemies of the Reich," The major "legiti. 
mate" acquisitions of' Hitler's agents in Italy" France, and 
Holland were paid for in German paper to the inevitable 
deterioration of the national economy of the occupied and 
satellite countries. The 'rape of Poland was systematic an:d 
compr'ehensive, embracing public collections, libraries, and 
churches-which were spared meticulously in F,rance, con· 
sistent with the Nazi Politik of velvet glove in the West, 
mailed fist 'in the East. 

\ 
The "MH, action, a swift, wanton, ransacking operation 

coming hard on the heels of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg in 
France, secured untabulated thousands of householdceffects 
-again the source was "ownerless Jewish and' alien posses· 
sions"-to furnish the bombed out areas of the East and 
government buildings damaged by the Allied, air offensive 
on the Reich. The magnitude of these ventures and their im· 

GREEK, V CENTURY B.C.: HERMES' 

Bronze HERMES (Roman copy) was among seventeen paintings and four bronzes, 
belonging 10 Ihe Naples Museum, which were seized by the Goering division from 
a road' convoy en route from Monte Cassino (where they had been stored) 10 Ihe 
Valican, The ~talu~ reU;;ained in the case in which it was packed at Monte Cassino. 

BY JAMES S. PLAUT 

Rtttitlling 
tbt 
100t 
THE STORY OF THE NAZI 

ART. 'THIEVING MACHINE 

Like the statue on the opposite page these figures were 
among those collected in Munich by the Allies prior to resti. 
tution to their owners. They comprise certain items confis
cated by the' Einsatzstab Rosenberg, and others purchased by 
Goering's agents in France. Each figure has an identifying tag. 
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RETRIEVING THE LOOT 

portance in the official German reckoning is supported by 
the record. Captured documents contain. the vital statistics 
-21,000 objects seized and inventoried by the Einsatzstab 
Rosenberg, 5,000 paintings held in the chief depository for 
Linz, 600 paintings acquired by Goering from a single col· 
lection. The record is also explicit in the large number of 
persons concerned, the high level directives issued, the elabo· 
rate legal pretexts for seizure. 

The roster of national treasures removed to Germany has 
received frequent and adequate attention. The Ghent altar· 
piece and the Michelangelo MADONNA from Bruges, which 
were spirited off to the south of France and on to Germany; 
the seventeen paintings and four priceless bronzes from the 
Naples Museum, which were· seized by the Hermann Goering 
division from a road convoy en route from Monte Cassino to 
Rome; the great Veit Stoss altarpiece brought out of Poland 
to satisfy a whim of the Biirgermeister of Nuremberg; these, 
with the Hohenfurth altar, the Lobkowicz Brueghel from 
Prague, the Cracow Leonardo., and a few other celebrated 
companions made up the public loot of conspicuous impor· 
tance. Providentially, most of these famous works have al· 
ready been restored to their eager public. 

It is in the great private collections, however, that the 
most serious losses are encountered, for here the Nazis could 
frequently- apply "necessary" pressure~ without attracting 
attention at the government level. The toll is imposing. In 
France, the holdings of Maurice, Armand; and Edouard de 
Rothschild, and other members of the family, yielded over 

lIIemling's POllTllAIT OF A MAN was purchased 
by Prince Phillip von Hessen for. the Fuhrer. 
museum at Linz from Prince Corsini of 
Florence-reputedly for about 6.000.000 lira. 

5,000 objects !O the Einsatzstab Rosenberg. In 1941, Goering 
personally selected a small number Of exceptional items 
from this group for definite allocation to Hitler and Linz. 
These included the Vermeer ASTRONOMER, Rubens' FAMILY 

PORTRAIT and HELENE FOURMENT, the Boucher MADAME 

POMPADOUR, four signed eighteenth century commodes, one 
by Riesener, and eight Gobelin chinoiseries. 

The David·Weill family lost 2,687 items, including a por
tion of their celebrated collection of French paintings of the 
eighteenth century. Those who were also heavily hit-not
ably in the field of French Impressionist and Post.Impres. 
sionist painting-are Alfonse Kann, who lost 1,202 items; 
the Seligmanns, 558; Wildensteins, 302; and Paul Rosen· 

. berg. 
Paradoxically, most of this treasure never left France. It 

was, in· the Nazi view, "degene~ate" and was played across 
the collaborationist Paris market in exchange for material 
deemed more suitable to Carinhall and Linz.· 

What France did not lose by formal confiscation seeped 
out through rigged .. and forced sales and by treachery. M. 
Etienne Nicolas, the wine merchant, received 60,000,000 
paper reichsmarks for his. two Rembrandts, the landscape 
and the PORTRAIT OF TITUS, from Karl Haberstock, Hitler's 
number one dealer·agent, with three Frenchmen as inter
mediaries. Other nationals undertook buying trips in the 
Unoccupied Zone, volunteering their services to the Nazis. 
The Schloss Collection, which the Nazis tried unsuccess
fully to confiscate, nevertheless fell victim to the machina

Rembrandt's TtTOS (and a landscape) were sold by 
Etienne Nicolas, French wine merchant, to Hitler'. 
number one dealer-allent for 60,000,000 francs. This 
cash deal thus helped to deflate the currency. 
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tions of L8\'al and Abel Bannard, who ordered it "sold" to· 

the Germans for 50,000,000 francs, no part of which ever 

reached the Schloss family. 

III Holland mali), collections of pre-war eminence were 

absorbed by the Nazi machine. Direct confiscation was not 

utili~ed, but occult pressure has been proved or implied in 

the case of every prominent transaction. The Mannheimer 

Collection was purchased in its entirety for 6,000,000 gul

den; the sale is known to have been forced by Hitler's 

agents. The enormous Goudstikker deal, involving Goering, 

his agent Miedl, and Hitler, was negotiated at Goering's in

sistence in 1940 and produced over 600 works of art, includ

ing the Rembrandt TWO PHILOSOPHERS, a F~anz Hals por

trait, and Terborch's COSIMO DE' MEDICI. Distinguished paint

ings and drawings from the Koenigs Collection were ac

qui;ed by Miedl for Goering at the same time in the same 

lot. 

In Belgium, the most important collection of primitives in 

private hands, belonging to Emile Henders, went to Goering 

under questionable circumstances; there is conclusive docu

mentary evidence, however, of elaborate pressure on Henders 

ill the course of the negotiations. 

To claim that the Germans were consistently opposed in 

these efforts would neither reflect the truth nor serve any 

useful purpose. In efTect, they were more than welcome in 

the art markets of France, Holland, and Italy. It was known 

that their resources were unlimited and ·their judgment 

fault)'; but, unfortunately, for [CONTINUED ON PAGE 48] 

Leonardo's LADY WITII WEASEL from the Czarlory. 
ski collection is ph~tographed al the Munich col. 
lecling point. A Raphael from Ihis Polish collec
tion was also earmarked for the Fiihrermuseum. 

Goering look Impressionist piclures 'from France. 
in 1941 primarily for exchange purposes. The Iwo 
Renoirs here are from a Rothschild colleclion; 
the Toulouse-Lautrec from Ihe Lindon Collection. 

Boucher's MME. POMPADOlJR was among 5,000 ob
jecls tuken from the Rothschild family collections 
by the Einsalzstah Rosenberg in 1941 and one per
sonally selected hy Goering 10 he given 10 Hitler, 

Allied omcers inspect Van Eyck's renowned Ghent altar
piec~, discovered shortly before V·E Day in a salt mine at 
Alt Aussee. With olher important objects from Ghent 
and Bruges it h~d been taken first to southern France. 
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EDrrOR~S LE1'1'ERS 

i < 

SIR: 
My my, how you showed up my ig· 
norance! I had to get a dictionary to 

find out what "hydrocephalic" chil· 
dren were, and I do believe in using 
it in your reference to my print 
(ARTNEWS, July 1946) you were giv. 
ing me a nasty crack. However, I'm 
not cast down. I'm not insulted. I'm 
still friendly, so that's why I write 

this letter. 
As • matter of fact, I don't do chilo 

dren at all. I do, however, try to sym· 
bolize "Childhood" as a state of be· 
ing. One' of the things that distin. 
guishes • child from an adult is that 
its head is greatly oversize for its 
body. Therefore I utilize this charac· 
teristic insofar as it fulfills its mis. 
sio~ in the design of the picture, for 
it is the design and quality that in. 
terest me and not the bone structure 
of children. 

Furthermore, I might let you in on 
a secret. My Own head is big for my . 

body. My children therefore look like 

Mama, and any aspersions cast at 

them hit me right 'between the eyes. 


. We are still friends, but 'please have 

a heart and take the rocks .out of 

your gloves when you hit.' I don't 

like 'em! 

Yours, etc. 
NURA 

New York, N. Y. 

SIR: 

In ARTNEWS, June 1946, Virginia 
Stewart in her article on art in South. 
ern California states: "To Laguna 
Beach in those dBYs of realism came 
also the easterners William .Wendt: 
Hanson Puthuff, who glorified the :::j. 
• rrns; Frank Tenny Johnson 
Jack Wilkinson Smith, who alone of 
this group is still alive and painting." 

William Wendt is still very mnch 
alive at eighty and still paint. 
ing in his s.tudio in Laguna Beach. 
Hanson Puthuff is also very much 
alive and a frequent exhibitor in the 
Laguna Gallery. I am sure these two 
excellent artists don't want to be 
classed among the dead ones as yet. 

Your, etc. 
OSWALD L. JACKSON, President 
Laguna Beach Art Assoc. 

Laguna Beach, Calif. 

Sill; 

'Mny I add this one small vote of pro· 
test to your constant emphasis on 
French. art? The June issue is salll· 
rated with it. Not that it is bad art 
but rather why the constant regulars 
of Van Gogh, Gauguin, Picasso, ROil' 

ault, Matisse, cezanne, Corot, et al? 

We artists of the real west Want or 
art more down to earth in its hOj· 

esty. French art is rarely complete! 
honest to man or to his soul. 

The nl'tide b)' Virginia Stewan u 

California artists should never !la' 
failed to include ·Rico Lebrun of Sm 
tn Burbara or the greatest archite, 
of all out there, Myron Hunt. 'H, 
mention of Sheets as an architect 
most ludicrous. It would have bel' 
more· important to mention the gre; 
encouragement given to art in Cal 
fornia by the many civic art galleri" 
There'must be hundreds of smull I, 
cal gall~ries. up and down the Coas 
I think the imporlance of S. :I)a, 
Donald Wright's work to Califort.; 
was overemphasized. 

Yours, etc. 

HUTTO" W£IlSTER, .J, 
T UCSOIl, Ariz. 

SIR: 

We were very much.interested in 1'ot: 

write·up of MASKS AND MEN in AH 
NEWS, June 1946, bllt were sllrprise 
at the example shown. It seems I 

nave no connection or resemblance! 
the native work herc 1 .find we are f 

the opinion thut it lriust have be,' 
done by a child or an apprentic< 
Both Eskimos and Indians are mast. 
carvers and the outstanding featUl 
of their work lies in its design all 
symmetry. 

The mllsk illustrated below was e; 
cav.ted from the Point Hope excav, 
tions conducted by the Smithsoni" 
Institution severnl years ago. It 
apparently a death musk, and e\'" 
though so old that it is crumbling. 
shows great skill and craftsmanshi, 

We are trying to fmd out the origi 
of the BiJikin [smun ivory figure] n 
carved by the Eskimos. If you hay 
any information on this suhject " 
would greatly appreciate having yo 
communicnte with liS at Ad·Art St, 
dio, Box 727. 

Yours, etc . 
1-1.~1l\·EY n. GOOCAL 

Anchorage, Aluska 
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THIS MONTH'S AUTHOIlS 

JAMES S. I'LAUT has just resullled his job as Director of BOSIOIl'S Insti· 
tute of Modern Art after [our years in tbe Navy. During part of bis 
military service he was Director o[ the 0.5.5. Art Looting Investigation 
Unit •.. H. II. WIUNSKf, who needs no introduction as a top·ranking 
English art writer, is both an historical critic and a critical historian. 
He is widely known in America as author of, umong many other books, 
AN INTROIlIJCTION TO DUTCH AI!T and MODEI\N FRENCH PAINTERS ... 
FISKE KIMBALL, an authority on art of the Rococo, is qualified to speak 
on the public's tastc, for since 1925 he has been Director o[ the Phila· 
delphia J'vIuscum of Art ... ALAN l'HiEST, Curator of'Far Eastern Art at 
the Metropolitan, is almost ·unique as II scholar of Oriental art who 
also enjoys Western art-especially in its lighter vein ... Flll.;D 

DAHTLETT sees art from the' point of view of a native Far Westerner. 
He spent twelve years in the Denver Museum before taking his present 
post as Curator of Painting, Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center. 

NEXT MONTH 

So thill rC"l(lers IUUY lwvc up.. to"the..nliulilc reviews of the o)lcning. 
exhibition> in New York gnlleries, the Septemher i._slIe of ART NEWS, 
will he puhlished on Septemher 15. The Oclt)her issue and all sub. 
sCtlucut nlltnbcrs will nppenr on the first of the lHOIUh'" BS IIslm!. 

Premiere of Los Angeles Museum's important new purchases made 
from the recent George de SylVa gift-with colorplates of a Degas, a 
Redo·n, and a PiGasso .... The story of l\h. De Sylva's own lIltpul,. 
Iished collection ... An ARTNEws CONT£MPOitARY CONTOUR of lsamu 
Noguchi ... ARTNEws convenient tabulated gllide 10 fall and 
winter art schools ... On·the·spot report of art in New England. 
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Kuomintang in the attempted,suppression of the Chinese Communists? This is the 
report of an expert newly returned from Nanking and Shanghai . 

• 

THE ATLANTIC REPORT on the WORLD TODAY 

Palestine-,'Rome-' Berlin 

Washington-The Far East 
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LOOT FOR THE MASTER' RACE 


by JAMES S. PLAUT 

1 

ON September 17, 1940, General Keitel, Com is the manifesto issued in August, 1942, by Dr. 
mander in Chief of the Wehrmaeht, directed Bunjes, director of the "Franco-German Art His
the Chief of the German High Command in torical Institute" in Paris and Hermann Goring's 

Fmnce to render all assistance to Reiehsleiter Alfred first important art purchasing agent in France. The 
Hosenberg in the confiscation of "ownerless Jewish Bunjes paper followed upon Goring's personal request 
pos!;cssions." "Reichsleiter Rosenberg," he stated, for ·an authoritative reply to the numerous official 
"has received clear instructions from the Fiihrer Vichy protests lodged with the German authorities 
personally governing the right of seizure; he is on the subject of the ruthless and illegal plundering 
entitled to transport to Germany cultural goods by the Einsatzstab Rosenberg. . 
whieh appear valuable to him and to safeguard them Entitled" French Protests against the Safeguard
there. The l~Uhrer has reserved for himself the right ing of Ownerless Jewish Art Properties in Occupied 
of decision as to their use." France," the Bunjes report explained the measures 

This decree by Keitel, published less than one taken, presented a detailed analysis of the French 
hundred days after the Germans had overrun France, protests, and offered concrete proposals for refuta
Bct in motion the most extensive and highly organized tion of the French argument. Bunjes averred that 
series of thefts devised by a nation in modern times.: the real motive for the French protests was the 
the wholesale seizure. by Rosen berg's special task desire of the government to deceive Germany and 
force (Einsatzstab), of ~03 French private collections to further the prosecution of subversive activity 
containing' some !t1,OOO works of art. This was a against the Reich; that they were intended as sys
carefully conceived operation, aimed at the cultural tematic anti-German cultural propaganda and as Ii 

debilitation of the strongest of the fallen nations, . means of clouding the issue of the legitimate German 
since Prance's purest heritage lay in the hands of claims for thc return of cultural materials destroyed 
her enlightened collectors. by French soldiers in Germany after 19181 

Supplementing Hosenberg's task force were the "These, treasures," wrote Bunjes, "if transferred 
separate Hitler and Goring commissions, activated into money values, could be made efrective to
solely to enrich the holdings of these top Nazis with morrow against Germany in the form of tanks or 
plunder from the occupied countries. planes .). . yet their return' has not even been 

It was preordained by the official Nazi conscience demanded by the Reich. The further French reqnest 
that these derredations, in common with many of . for .access by its government officials 10 thosc locatilies 
the more heinous crimes committed by the Party, in France where German personnel (l·re ta!.:illg i,we)1
should be cloaked by an elaborate, fictitious pretext tory of confiscated material w01ild, if grantcd, 8imply 
of locgality. A notable series of documents took shape intrite French espionage." [Italics mine.] 
through the war years, which afford us a broad vista "l\foreover,"he continued, "the affirmation of 
of Nazi rationalization hard at work.· the Louvre that the French people would lose valu

Perhaps the most iJiuminatingof thcse apologias able national works of art through· the aforemen
tioned safeguardings is refuted by the fact that 

After four years' service in the Navy, J.um.<; S. PL..\UT has resumed many of th'e safeguardcd works stem from great 
his duties as Director of the Iustitute of Modern Art, Boston. In masters of Germnn origin or are under the influence 
19·~3 he served as the Senior U.S. Naval InlerrogaLion Officer in of the German spiri t."
!'orthwest African waters, charged with the special interrogation 

Finally, Bunjes reverted to the classic line, withoutof German U-bont crews. From November, lO·H, to April. 1046, 
he was Director of the Art Looting lnvestigntion Unit, OSS, and which no National Socialist tract was valid:
ill this capacity he was directly responsible for recovering the "All French arguments ... arc voided by the 
works of I1rt which hadbccu loottx! by Rosenberg, Goring, and Fuhrerbefehl [Hitler decree] of September 17; 1940,
Hitler !lnd hidden in Germany. The story of the retrieving and according to which all law!:iuits regarding bcquests,CQl!cct:llg of these. Ulasterpieces he will describe in this nnd the 
following issue. Twice dec<lrut~l, he was retired to inactive duty gifts, etc., are not recognized. . -. . Only when these 
[l~ Lieutenant Commander in April, 1946. measures aro completed and when the Fiihrcr has 
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made the final decision as to 'the disposition of the 

, safeguarded art treasures can the' l?rench govern


ment receive a final answer." 
It is' of parenthetical interest that' the Vichy 

government, whatever its more significant political 
conciliations, demonstrated courage and aptitude in 
bombarding the German tligh Command with com
munications designed to preserve the ~cultllral heri
tage of France. The ultimate success of this policy 
is shown in the insignificant number of offtcially 
owned works of art which left the country in Ger
man hands. 

2 

fIERMANN GORING'S lawyer at Nuremberg called 
him a Renaissance, mali, failing to mention that he 
wished to be one but never quite measured up. Be
cause the Reichsmarschall was obsessed with the 
dcsire to become a latter-day Medici, the artistic 
domain of Europe became, of necessity, his play
ground. Photographs of Carinhall, his fabled estate 
laid wHstein the Hussian advance northeast of Ber
lin, point up dramatically the aspirations of the 
N 1Il11 ber Two Nazi. 

A gigantic. rambling structure compounded of 
ponderolls stone and concrete, Carin hall was a 
strange fusion of the most flamboyan't elements of 
the storied past with the inflated sterility of official 
Nazi architecture. Set down with a fine sense of 

. isolation in the midst of a rich hunting preserve, it 
was destined, for a brief moment in history, to pro
ject with forceful grandeur the pose its master so 
studiously cultivated, of Reichsmarschall Goring, 
feudal seigneur, peerless huntsman, and enlightened 
patron of the arts.' , 

A seemingly endless series of great, rooms 
salons, dining halls,' studies, ,and libraries held. 
until the Allied bombings threatened them, the 
spectacular booty of a continent, installed always 
with more theater than taste, yet breath-tak~ng in 
its innate richness and its scope. 

Here were the Cranachs and Titians, the massive 
plate, and the Gobeli;l tapestries brought in from 
France Hnd Italy on a scale worthy of the great 
despot. Here, too, were the abominations of taste, 
the nineteenth century's overpowering, Reshy nudes, 
the "strength through joy" figures of Nazi sculp
tors, the empty furnishings of the Third Reich. And 
here wore tho rich birthday offerings, the coveted 
sixteenth-century German paintings purchased by' 
Gc)ring's agents with funds contributed by Nazi 
ind llstrialists in return for favors rendered. 

Showplace of the Reich, Carin hall was Goring, 
his sanctuary and his shrine, the perfect meeting 
ground of Rubens and the stuifed bull moose. Wear
ing the new crown of empire al1d with the spoils of 
Europe as its necklace, Carinhall would emerge after 

,the German victory as a national shrine without 
parallel. Goring had even planned, with the Fuhrer's 
consent. to build a special railway connecting the 

estate with Derlin,so that it might become the fore.
most mecca for tourists in the Reich.·' , " 

Goring was the heart of Gernian looting and its 
inspiration:' Without his strength, his zelll, and his 
formidable backing, not a single one of the German, 
organizations formed to carry out the prodigious 
task could have accomplished its mission. 

The Allied investigations of German looting, l;ro-
ceeding from diverse points of view and in many 
directions, always happened, sooner or later, upon' 
a common, denominator: the intimate relritiOilship' ,. 
of Goring to the problem. It became increasingly 
apparent that his tentacles stretched across Europe 
.--: east to Poland in the person of his agent. Muhl- , 
mann; south to Switzerland and Italy, where Hofer. 
"Curator of Carinhall," and Angerer, dealer in 
tapestries and member of the German IntelligencQ, 
were tirelessly active in his behalf; west to France 
and Holland, where these men were joined by a host 
of others working directly or indirectly to swell the 
amazing body of the Reichsmarschall's loot. 
, Goring himself was, a passiona,te and active col

lector. The evidence of his preoccupation through
out the war years with the formation of the Goring 
Collection. even at times when the very destiny 
of Germany was being shaped by his thinking, is 
astounding. . 

Whenever he visited Paris during the occupation, 
the notorious Baron Kurt von Behr, di~ector of the 
Einsatzstab ,Rosenberg Paris office, would receive 
word forty-eight hours in advance that the ReicllS
marschall intended to make a visit. Dy tho time 
Goring arrived. a special exhibition of selected works' 
of art,. recently confiscated by the Einsatzstab from 
French collections, would have been arranged at the 
Musee du Jeu de Paume by von Behr's minions. 
Between November, 1940. and January, 1943, Goring 

, visited the Jeu de Paume, for the express purpose 
of choosing new loot for Carinhall, no fewer than 
twentY70ne times; he was there a week before the 
bombing of Coventry, three days before Pearl Har
bor, and two weeks after the landings in Africa! 

Following conferences of state at the Quai d'Orsay. 
he would summon Hofer or Lohse. his younger 
purchasing agent who doubled as deputy director of 
the Einsatzstab. Then the' procession of "eligible" 
works for purchase would begin, and would oftOil 
consume most of the day, for, after looking at the 
pictures brought iii, he,'wOltid frequently go out. to 
visit the shops of dealers whom he favored. 

His luxurious special train (later discovered by 
French and American troops at Derchtesgaden arid 
used by Eisenhower) figured prominently in the 
formation of the Goring Collection: On the return 
trip to Germany following each of Goring's excur
sions to. the occupied countries, it would carry back 
his most recent acquisitions Einsatzstab loot from 
French collections, presents from collaborationist 
officials, and the Reichsmarschall's own" legitimate" 
purchases from the Paris dealers or the collectors oC 
BrussoL'J and AIllSterdam, who were paid olf hand
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somely in the UilSUpportcd paper occupation cur
rency (Reichslcassenscheine) printed in Germany. 

His vicious penny-pinching tactics cast a strange 
light on Goring's longing to attain the stature of a 
gmnd seigl\eur. Lavish in his tastes to a degree un
paralleled in our times, and 'with unlimited resources 
at his disposal, he was nonetheless disposed to 
bargain over every transaction and was slow in 
paying his bills. The practice distressed Goring's 
agents, who thought such bickering unworthy of his 
exalted position. . 

To be sure, the lleichsmarschall was scrupulously 
careful to maintain front, to be korrekt in his dealings. 
He would not permit a confiscated painting to be 
hung at Carin hall ; he would not put personal pressure 
on an owner reluctant to part with an object; he 
would not accept thanks - in the form of valuable 
gifts - from Jews whom he had helped. By his own 
admission at Nuremberg, he made determined' efforts 
to "pay" for the more than 700 looted masterpieces 
which he had received from the llosenberg organi
zation; and he was confident that his prodigious 
amassing of European treasures would be applauded 
by the -peoples of the Axis. Had he not declared 
that Carin hall, with all its contents, was to become 
a national monument on his sixtieth birthday? 

The dirty work was carried on by his agents. 
French Impressionist pictures, - splendid Renoirs 
and C6zannes and Van Goghs, - "ineligible" for 
hanging because they were" degenerate art," were 
very'useful for other purposes. Having cost Goring 
nothing, several hundred of them were exchanged in 
France alld Switzerland for second-rate Cranachs 
and Holbeins which, ·as works of unblemished origin,
could thell grace the proud walls of Carinhall. 

For Goring's account, Curator Hofer" accepted" 
cherished heirlooms from certain proud Jewish fami
lies in the Netherlands. In return, he provided funds 
far below the value of the ofl'ering, supplementing 
payment with an offieial German la'i.ssez passer or a 
Swiss passport, to be used by these benighted people 
in their Hight from the Nazis! 

Agent Lohse, writing to Goring's secretary, re
g uested that he bc "permitted to arra.nge for placing 
at my disposal by the Gestapo the two Jews, the 
Brothers 1", for further work in the lleichsmarschall's 
interests," Goring's secretary replied: "You are to 
make sure that this m,ltter is handled so as to avoid 
having the Reichsmarschall's name mentioned in 
connection with Jews. If P9ssible, handle it all under 
cover. " 

Occasionally, when hard pressed, Goring showed 
his true colors, as in the case of a prom(nent Belgian 
whose collection he coveted. Goring wrote him per
S()Ilally in 1941 as follows:-

Mr. M, reported to me on the discussions he had 
with you concerning your .colleetion of pail\tings. and 
informed me that you had again withdrawn from your 
earlier position and not yet arrived at a settlement. I 
have instl'llcted M. to communicate with you again 
concerning the final terms .... Should you this time 

again not be able to decide. then I would be compelled 
to withdraw my offer, and things would go their nonnal 
way, without my being able to do anything to impede their 
course. [Italics mine,)- ' 

With German greetings, 
H. GORING 

His proposals to "pay" the Einsatzstab Rosenberg 
were arrant subterfuge, as he was informed both 
by Alfred Rosenberg and by the Party Treasurer, 
Schwarz, that there was no machinery, no channel, 
no payee, in existence for such a transaction. 

In sum, Goring resorted to every conceivable 
device to fill the walls and the coffers of Carinhall, 
bargaining, cheating, eve'n invoking where necessary 
the prestige of German arms .or the terrible threat of 
intervention by the Gestapo: 

Whereas the basic directive of November 18, 1940, 
the potent Fiihrerbefehl, reserved for the Chief of the 
Nazi State the formal· right of disposition over all 
cultural goods confiscated from the occupied coun
tries, Goring, capitalizing on Hitler's relative apathy 
in these matters, kept the bulk of the loot for himself. 

3 

EAHLY in the occupation of France, the confiscation 
of valuable properties had become an issue of Home 
magnitude in high Nazi circles. Largely at Goring's 
instigation, the German Embassy in Paris,· the 
Foreign Currency Control Administration (Devisen
8chutzkommando), and the Alien Property Adminis
tration (Peindvermogenverwaltung) had made fruitful 
raids on the fabulous Rothschild holdings, which 
- as was the case with considerable portions of the 
country's private culturaf treasure - were stored in 
-the family's chateaux and its large Paris town houses, 
famous throughout Franc~. Simultaneously, and 
consistently with their formal mandate, a small group 
of Nazi scholars attached to the Rosenberg oflicu 
were combing the libraries and archives of the occu
pied countries in search of material for exploitation 
as propaganda in the '~ideological struggle against 
Jewry and Freemasonry." , 

The presence of the Rosenberg group in France 
appears to ha ve sug~~ested to Gorillg the means of 
formalizing the confiscation of art treasures which
the other German agencies then engaged in this 
activity considered both distasteful ancl some{vhat 
out of their line. In any. case, a Goring order of' 
November 5, 1940, issued in Paris, extended the 
authority of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg to include 
the "safeguarding of. ownerless Jewish collections" 
and, indeed, altered the emphasis of the entire Rosen
berg mission so as to make such undertakings its 
primary function. It is indicative of Goring's power 
that he could issue a directive afI'ecting vitally the 
operations of an organization over which he had no 
for~al administrative control: 

Reichsleiter Alfred Rosenberg was in no position 
to carry out the Goring directive. He lacked political 
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stature in the Party hierarchy sufficient to procure 
the trained personnel, the transportation, and the 
other clements esse\ltial to effective implementation 
of the program, in the light of the heavy concurrent 
demands of the combatant military and the forces of 
occupation. He was handicapped seriously by the 
disdain of the High Command and its unwillingness 
to cooperate with his agency in the planning and 
execution of the depredations; a bitter personal feud 
with Martin Bormann, moreover, hild precluded his 
recourse to Hitler in any crisis. Most important, 
Rosenberg himsclfwas not keen on·the confiscations. 

He regarded the Einsatzstab as a bastard offspring 
an.d its progranlas incompatible with the aims of 
the Party bureau for National Socialist political in
doctrination (the Arnt Rosenberg). In his view, the 
Rosenberg office was not simply a headquarters for 
raiding parties. Several of his deputies emphasized, 
under interrogation, that Rosenberg chafed at the 
problems attendant to the looting operations, t~at 
he had no interest in art and sought no personal 
gain from the seizures. 

Witho\1t support from Berlin, the Einsatzstab was 
virtually paralyzed. Without experts to separate the 
wheat from the chaff and without the means to ship 
the loot to Germany, the "safeguardings" .would 
ha ve become an empty, an9 politically dangerous, 
gesture. Therefore von Behr appealed "out of 
channels" to Goring, who responded handsomely in 
his capacity as eommander of the Luftwaffe, ordering 
art historians in the German Air Force transferred to 
duty in Paris, supplying shippers, photographers, 
packers, and drivers from the ranks, and putting 
Luftwaffe motor transport, freight cars, even special 
cargo planes, at von Behr's disposal. 

From top to bottom the Einsatzstab became a 
, Goring show under the Rosenberg'flag. It is not re

markable that Goring was unopposed in his selection 
of the choicest confiscated items, despite the Hitler 
order prescribing retention of all material pending 
the FUhrer's decision as to disposal. 

4 

i\.IDED by Goring's largesse, and under Baron von 
. Behr's determined leadership, the Einsatzstab Rosen

berg evolved swiftly into a well-oiled machine for 
the systematic plunder of France. The operations 
were remarkably simple. Since, under the prevailing 
code, any non-Aryan property ,vas fair game, and 
since a striking proportion of the good works of art 
privately held in Fnlnce were in the large and well
known Jewish collections, the field was fertile and 
the pickings easy. To be sure, most of the prop
erty owners had taken. flight before the Nazis 
and were hiding out in the country, or in urlOccu
pied France, or abroad. In many instances, their 
collections had gone underground with them, so 
that von Behr's hirelings had to ferret them oLit. 
Unfortunately, there was no dearth of collaboration

ist indicateurs, ever ready to sell their information, 
and themselves, to the German intelligence services. 
Von Behr had free access to the files of the French 
collaborationist police force, the Gestapo, and the 
Security Service . (Sicherheitsdienst) , and worked so 
closely with these organizations that their represen
tatives usually accompanied Einsatzstab personnel 
on house raids. 

The Musee du Jeu de Paume in the Tuileries be
came the focal point of German looting activity in 
France. Taken over by von Behr complete with its 
French stafT --:- including the Director, Mlle. Rose 
Vidland, who observed the proceedings ·closely and 
who today, as a captain in the French WAC, is a key 
figure in her government's restitution proceedings
it was turned into a collecting point for the" safe
guarded" materiaL Here, once a collection had been 
brought in by van from its place of origin, the Ein
satzstab "scholars" took over, authenticating, cata
loguing, inventorying, and photographing every 
object. All the painstaking thoroughness of the 
German method was lavished on the job, with the 
neat result that the Einsatzstab files were discovered 
intact at its headquarters in Germany after the' 
American break-through, and the vast complications 
of Allied restitution procedure were immeasurably 
siinplified. 

The German art historians att'l-,ched to the Ein
satzstab coinplained to von Behr that none of their 
group wa~ permitted to accompany the raiding 
parties, which were being conducted by "irrespon
sible non-professionals." The basis of thCirprotest 
was that the loot was coming in too swiftly to permit 
scholarly and orderly examination of the material, 
and that no "selective process" was taking place at 
the source. They were, in fact, being ovenvhelmed 
by the flow of incoming material, and the cataloguing 
was falling behind. 

One of the art historians admitted under interro
gn:tion that, by mid-November, 1940, virtually the 
entire,contents of the several Rothschild Collections, 
totaling 5009 objects; the Alfonse Kann Collection, 
comprising 1202 objects; and those of Weil-Picard, 
with 123, and Wildenstein, with 302, were already in 
hand. Dr. Robert Scholz, the Berlin director of all 
Einsatzstab administration, stated categorically that 
the great majority of works of art seized in tile 
entire course of Einsatzstab operations - which 
lasted, technically, from September, 1940, until the 
'fall of Paris in August, 1944 - were already in the 
Jeu de Paume when he arrived there early in 1941. 
This is vivid evidence of the swiftness with which 
the task force worked. 

Several great collections, and many others of real 
consequence, were cOllfiscated later, but the initial 
seizures came hard on the heels of the German mili
tary victory in France, and at the moment ,,,hen 
German prestige, largely. because of the fear and 
chaos which it inspired, was at its highest. More
over, the strategy laid down for the confiscations 
called for the early seizure of the great - and the 
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obvious - concentrations; these constituted, both 
numerically and qualitatively, the most important 
.• take" of the Einsatzstab. A summary o( the con
fiscations, presented by Dr. Scholz to Rosenberg in 
J lily, l!H4, furnishes the following analysis of "ob
jects counted and inven loded": 

Paintings,'" .... , ..... ' .............. '" 10,890 

Sculptures ....................... , ....... . 583 

Furnitul'C ...................... ; ....... . 2,477 

Textiles ........... '... , ............. , .. . 583 

Objets d'art (porcelain. glass, jewelry, coins, 
. miscellaneous small objects) . , .... 5,825 

Objects of classical antiquity, Oriental UI·t .• , 1,545 

From the Q1,903 recorded confiscations, approxi
mately 700 paintings of good quality were earmarked 
for Goring - by the Reichsmarschall personally or 
by Lohse and Hofer. Since Hitler had formal claim 
to everything seized by the Einsatzstab, there was 
no occasion to' single ou t objects for his personal 
retention. However, an outstanding group of 53 
paintings and tapestries confiscated at the very 
outset (1940) from the Rothschild and Seligmann 
Collections, and chosen by Gi.iring for the Ftihrer
museum at Linz, were placed immediately aboard 
his special train and taken to Munich for safekeeping. 
(This appears to have been the only time Goring 
helped the FUhrer.) Most of the works were still 
packed in their original Rothschild cases: Among 
them were the celebrated, Vermeer A8tronomer, the 
llubens Portrait of Helene Fourment, a series. of 
magnificent Gobelin tapestries, and some of the 
incomparable Prench paintings of the eighteenth 
century including the Boucher ~tladame Pompa
dour - for which the Rothschild Collections are 
chiefly esteemed. 

There were no further detailed selectipns made in 
the Hitler or Linz interest. Periodically, as signifi
cant new material .. became available," elaborate 
leather-bound volumes of photographs were pre
pared by the Einsatzstab staW and transmitted to the 
Heich Chancery to keep the Fiihrer informed and, 
according to Dr. Scholz, to "dramatize the scope of 
the undertaking. " Nearly one hundred such volumes 
wore prepared in the course of the operation. 

With the exception of the Goring and Hitler 
selections, the entire complex of documented Ein
satzstabloot remained intact. Whereas individuals 
attached to the organization are believed to have 
engaged in some petty traffic in the Paris art market, 
no German official buyer or museum director had 
access to the confiscated material. 

Shipments to Germany were obstru~ted, in spite of 
Goring's help, by a severe shortage of adequate rolling 
stock. For the first and most important transfer (in 
April, 1(41) 30 special baggage cars - of the heated 
type normally attached to de luxe passenger trains 
- were requisitioned from every corner of the Reich. 
The train carried the choicest items fr(jm the Roths
. child, Seligmann, Wildenstein, and David-W eill Col
lections to the principal Einsatzstab repository, set 

IIp at Schloss N euschwanstein, the castle of the mild 
King Ludwig which nestles in the foothills of the 
Bavarian Alps. A special Luftwaffe detachmcnt.rode 
the train as armed guard, and the material was three 
days in transit. 

A second major shipment, comprising £3 carloads, 
took place in October, 1941. Thereafter, partly be
cause of the inordinate difficulties of transport, 

', 1• 

partly because the most valuable pieces had already 
been transferred to Germany, the loot was brOll"ht 
• • 0 

111 plCcemeal, and placed - tl1rough the end of 
1943 - in the six special Einsatzstab depots - at 
Neuschwanstem, Nickolsburg, Chiemsee, Buxheim, 
Kogl, and Seisenegg. 

For the operations in France alone, the Rosenberg 
office marshaled a staff of sixty" imported" German 
specialists - art historians and museum workers, 
librarians, archivists, photographers - and secre
taries. Though in every sense a civilian unit, the 
Einsatzstab worked in a strict military environment, 
even wearing a. uniform which caused no little con
fusion among the terror-stricken French h,lI1gers-on 
because of its paradoxical resemblance to that of the 
SS. The parade-ground atmosphere of. the organiza
tion was inspired, according to all sources, by. von 
Behr's obsession with militaristic panoply, 

5 

THE Einsatzstab Rosenberg was but one of the 
many channels of illicit acquisition used by Goring. 
Other loot entered Carinhall from I taly and Poland, 
through the offices of the SS and the Werhmacht; 
from France, through the German Embassy and the 
Military High Command; and from llelgium and 
Holland, through the freezing of "enemy assets" by 
the Foreign Currency Control Administration. As 
nearly as can be estimated, approximately 50 pel" 
cent of the objects which macle up the Goring Col
lection were acq uired through purchase or forced 
sale. The remainder was outright loot. 

The question of Goring's personal taste becomes 
peculiarly interesting in the light of his consistently 
fervent" collector's" passion for acquisition. On the 
basis of first-hand examination of the contents of 
Carinhall- viewed, to be sure, in the unf1attering 
light of the barren, crowded schoolhouse at llerchtes
gaden which became its last resting place - it may 
be said that his taste was both positive and appall
ingly bad. 

In the first place, important extraneous factors, 
such as the Nazi cultural ideology, which placed 
the works of the old German masters at the top of the 
ladder and banned arbitrarily the "degenerate" 
products of the French Impressionist painters, fre
quently nullified aesthetic judgments which might 
otherwise have been controlling. 

The formidable scale of CarinhaII, together with 
Goring's own lusty appetites and his penchant for 
the big thing, madc the robust compositions of 
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Rubens and other inferior but lively representations 

of the ample Teutonic female nude the natural 

targets· for his agents. The nude, in fact; is the 

leitmotif of the collection. It may be seen in a 

hundred different variants, from the fragile, sym

. bolic figures of Cranach to the more vulgar and 

earthy creatures of l\lakart, a grandiose German 

mediocrity who was Goring's favorite nineteenth

(;entury master. Often suggestive, these examples 

are, curiously enough, rarely obscene. 

The Reichsmarschall's excessive enthusiasm for 
early German painting led him to acquire well over 
fifty pictures attributed to Cranach. In their almost 
universal failure to measure up to the minimum 
standards which prompt unbiased scholars to ascribe 
works to the great sixteenth-century German, these 
paintings reveal Goring's inadeq uaeies as a collector. 

Goring bought badly. Often he paid large prices 
for works of inferior quality, not infrequently for 
forgeries. His most spectacular boomerang was the 
"Vermeer" Christ and the Adulteress. After lengthy 
and arduous negotiations involving a Dutch syndi
cate which wished to retain" it in Holland, Goring" 
emerged triumphant, acquiring the picture in ex
change for 150 paintings in his possession with an 
uggrC{lute vaiue of 1,600,000 Dutch gulden. In 1945 the 
painting was exposed as one of a group of spurious 
Vermecrs, the handiwork of a Dutch forger named 
Van Meegeren, who made a full confession and was 
sent to prison. 

Hofer, Goring's chief agent and curator, stated 
under interrogation .that Goring had no artistic 
judgment and knew it, but thilt whenever his advis
ers took issue with him in public, he would override 
them. The facts that his own taste so often pre
vailed, and that he was not blessed with the most 
competent advice, gave the collec"tion its flamboyant 
character and its curiouslylow level of quality. 

6 

WfAT of the men around Goring, the satellites who 
carried out the Reiehsmarschall's bidding? In the 
months after V-E Day, their American captors came 
to know some of them well questioned them, 
talked to them, watched them. At the modest 
summer house in the mountains of the Salzkammer
gut wllere they had been rounded up for intensive 
interrogation, they were observed "at" close hand for 
weeks on end as the whole fantastic story of Nazi 
looting was gradually unfolded. A singularly diverse 
group, they had apart from a mutual interest in 
art and in Goring virtually nothing in common. 

Curator Walter Andreas Hofer, short, red-haired, 
and beady-eyed, was a product of the hard, Berlin 
school of urbanity. In the early twenties he had been 
a salesman in the art firm of his brother-in-law, a 
Jew, whom he superseded quickly in Nazi patronage 
after 1933. Initially, he merely offered pictures for 
sale to Goring, but the relationship st~engthened, 

and in 1937 he replaced a well-known expert as the 
ReichsmarschaU's adviser in art matters. . 

Hofer played his master shrewdly. He insisted on 
maintaining his independent dealer status even aftcr 
being appointed dire(;tor of the Goring Colle(;tioll. 
Refusing a salary, he worked wholly on commission 
and, as Goring's official buyer, brought to bear the 
manifold advantages of power and backing which 
his position implied. The flexibility of this arrange
ment permitted him to keep for himself anything 
which Goring did not want for the collection, a factor 
which gave him an incalculable advantage over his 
business competitors, in view of the vast scope ofhis 
"sources. He had facilities for travel, for foreign 
exchange, and for promising" ofIicial protection" to 
certain select victims of Nazi persecution, in return . 
for which he received purchase rights to their works 
.of art. Gi)ring insisted that Hofer rule on every 
painting acquired for the collection, another obvious 
discriminatory weapon which he did not hesitate to 
use against his colleagues. " 

Hofer traveled:incessantly thr()ughout the war, 
always preceding Goring on excursions to the occu
pied countries and preparing the scene for the regal 
des~ent into the art markets. Often he went alo,~e, 
reporting constantly on his" finds" to his chief by 
telephone or letter. The documentation revcals that , 
Hofer took the lead at all limes in determinin"g the 
choice of objeets, the methods o·f bargaining, and tho 
nature of "payment." Consistently with the Nazi, 

. code of ethics, Hofer even cheated Goriilg. Often 
he falsified bills and receipts, working against 
Goring's interests in collusion with other agents. 

Just after V-E Day, Walter Andreas Hofer put 
in·u jaunty aprearance at HerclitesgHden, proudly 
exhibited the Goring Colledion to ranking American 
officers, and posed for Life. Today, much chastened. 
he is behind bars at N urcmberg. 

Aloys Miedl, lon~-time friend of G;',ring and Hein
rich Hoffmann, left Germany some tinl~ bdore the 
war because his wife was a Jewess. This stocky 
Bavarian was an ardent mountain climber. His other 
ruling passion was speculation, in everything from 
Rembrandts to Canadian timber. A shrewd financier, 
he negotiated the sale of the celebrated Goudstikker 
Collection of Amsterdam for Goring, ancl is even said 
to have tricd at one time to purehase the island of 
Anticosti in the Gulf of S1. Lawrer.ee for a German 
syndicate. Miedl played a game of duplicity for 
many years, possibly to proted his family, more 
likely for personal gain. He is believed to be await
in~ repatriation from Spain to Germany, whence he 
will doubtless be taken to Holland to answer seri
ous charges by the Dutch government. 

Kurt von Behr, the autocratic chief of the Ein
satzstab Paris office, univer:;;ally regarded today as 
the person most responsible for the organized looting 
of France, gave dramatic evidence of awareness of 
his own guilt by committing suicide at Schloss Hanz 
at the instant of its investiture by the American 
forces. Wh.en the proud B?-ron was found, he was 
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seined next to his wife, an !iristocmtk: English
woman, in the library of a family estate. A few 
min utes before, the Baron and his lady had toasted 
each ot.her in poisoned champagne, delicately writing 
finis Lo an extraordinary career. 

Von l3ehr was the black sheep of an old Mecklen
burg family. l3ctween the wars he served as adjutant 
to the Duke of Saxe-Coburg and held a minor 
diplomatic post in Italy, which he was obliged to 
relinq uish when his name cropped lip in an insurance 
scandal. In H140 von l3ehr rejoiried Saxe-Coburg, 
now a distinguished old gentleman and head of the 
German Rec! Cross, and was sent to France. Through 
Goring. he was appointed director of the Eins~tzstab 
Paris offlce, a position which he held while discharg
ing certain nebulous cluties with the Red Cross. 

Intensely vain, von. Behr always wore eiaborate 
uniforms though he remained a civilian. He treated 
thc professional members of his staff patronizin~~ly 
and drove them hard. He resorted to any practice 
calculated to bring in objects of value, traded ac
tively on the side, und used the wherewithal to coutt 
the favor of Germans in high places with lavish gifts 
and entertainment. While the German High Com
mand found him pompous and rather ridiculous, von 
Behr nevertheless became a central figure in occu
pat.ion society. He is said to have had a table re
served at !VfaXilll'S every evening for two years, and 
to have entertained generals and dipl~mats; artists, 
ancl U-boat officers or fliers on triumphal leave. 

In 1942 he came to Goring's birthday party in 
l3erlin, bringing asa proud offering the original copy 

of the Versailles peace treaty and a manuscript 
letter from Richard Wagner to Napoleon III. These 
were presented to thc Rcichsmarschall appropriately 
in the name of the Einsatzstab, which had, of course, 
simply confiscated· them in France for the occasion. 

Other members of the Goring entourage were less 
venal. Young Bruno Lohse, tall, athletic, and Prus
sian, was a serious art student, a convinced Nazi, and 
a dreamer. Struck by his attractive manner and his 
siJ1(~erity, Goring had singled him out from von Behr's 
staff and made him deputy director and his personal 
agent. :f\{uch of the French wrath over the indignities 
of the Einsatzstab is visited, justifiably, on L.,hse, 
who, in his National Socialist zeal and his worship of 
Goring, organized and dominated important looting 
operations, convinced that in so doing he was serving 
his state and his chief with real nobility. 

The same kind of idolatry had alway!'> inspired 
Gisela Limberger, Goring's faithful, intelligent pri
vate secretary. So apt wus the master of Carinhall 
in concealing his true nature from his followers that 
Friiulein Limberger, Lohse, and several other>;, on 
being shown the documentary evidence Of Gijring's 
crimes, his deceits, and his inherent cheapness, actu
ally became despondent and irreconcilable in their 
personal disillusion. 

Goring left his ugly mark on European culture by 
the ruthless pursuit of foreign treasure to adorn a 
monstrous vanity. With Hitler; as we shall see, the 
motive for plunder was different -less personal, less 
selfish, yet wholly in keeping with the Fuhrer's 
peculia,rities. 

) 
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I-lITLER'S CAPIT At 
Loot for the Master Race 

by JAM_~S S. PLAUT 

1 
nOnrNG, who considered himself a man from the museum was to be a single ediflCe related to the 
q ""I Renaissance, needed rich P9sscs~ion;:; to dmm- whole, comprising a great library (with an initial 

.....Jf atize his personality. Hitler's absorption with quota 0[250,000 volumes), a theater, and a separate 
art, however, 'ccntered in his elaborate plans for the collection of armor. German painting of the nine
Austrian tOWII of Linz, in the .region where he was teenth century was to be assembled in such quantity 
horn. He invisaged Linz as the future seat of the that, should the need arise for a separate buildi.ng 
new German Kuttar, und In vlshed all hi;; limited to house the monumental collection, it could be inte
pictorial (alent and ardiitectural. training on a vast grated successfully with the master plan. 
project which would realize this ambition. Personal The l"lihrermuseum, with a colonnuded [ar;nde 
resentm~mt (oward the cosmopolitan milieu of Vi about 500 feet long, the design paralleling that of the 
enna, which symbolized the unhappy struggle of his great Haus fUr Deutsche Kunst aJre,Ldy erected in 
formati \'e years, burned as strongly within the Munich, would stand'on the site of the present Linz 
Fijlll'cr as the sentimental hankering aCter the places railroad station, which was to be moved foul' kilo
uf his boyhood. He was determined that Linz should meters to the south. Itoderich Fiek, the officiul 
supplant Vienna as the Austrian capital, a!ld that nrchitect, made his drawings entirely from Hitler'::; 
its new prominence should cement the AUCltro personal prescriptions. 
German Lond so vital to the salutary growth of A bound volume of 7.5 pages, entitled The Futvre 
National Socialism. Economic Status of the C1~ty of Linz, also found in 

entil be was caught up in the maelstrom of a Hitler's library, spells out his dream for a modern 
"'orIeI war, Hitler devotod a disproportionate arnount industrial metropolis, with a greatly increased popu
d' time [mel energy, ror a chief or state, to the plans lation and all the attributes with which lavish ex
for Linz, persona!)y creating the architectuml scheme penditure and city planning could endow the capital 
for an imposing array of publie buildings, and setting of his empire. The study was preparocl at his direc~ 
I he formula for all art: collection which was to tion by the Economic and Research Section, Ober
specialize heavily in his beloved, mawkish Gennan donau Department of the Interior. 
school of the nineteenth century. His private li Either through an early presentiment 'of guilt or 
kary, discovered by the American Army deep ill as a tactical measure, Hitler ordered the Linz proj
Austria, c·)ntaineci ;,;cores of completed archii:ectnral ect, with all its ramifications, to be treated as a 
renderings for the Linz project, of which the Fiihrer- government secret. The idea that loot. us in the 

plans for Goring's Carin hall, was fundamental in 
After four .vc'1.r~' Rcrvicc in the Navy, JAMI'.S S. PUU1.' 11ll.S resumed the formation of the Linz Collection became clear 
his dulies UR l)ircctor of tile Institute o{ lifodcrn Art, Boston. to the project's personnel us early as October, 1039. 
i 11 lIH:i he served <IS the &:nior Ll.S. Navnl Interrogation Officer when Dr. Hans Posse, Director of the Sonderauftrag
in Nortl"vc:;t African W<ltCI'~, "harr;ed with the Bpecial interroga

(Special Commission), presented to :vIlLrtin Bortion of Gcrmnll U-boot crews. 'From November, ]944, to Aptil, 

l!HG, be wus Director of the Art Looting Investigation Unit, mann, for Hitler's approval, a list of 18!C pictures 

OSS, and in tili.g capacity he wus directly responsible for un which he had selected for Linz from the confisC<'lted 

covering the works o{ art which had been looted by Rosenberg, 
 collections of the Viennese branch of the Rothschild 
Goring, and Hitler and hidden in Germany. Twice dccorated, family. In July, 1940, Posse was able to list 324 
he was\retired to innetive duty as Lieutenant Commander in 

paintings already acquired for Linz. and overy oneApril, 19·~6. 
l\'[uch of the material contained in this article and its prede of the 18!C confiscated Works previously recom

Cessor in the September Atlanlic derives from o!licial re mended figured in the list. 
poets prepared oy two of his colleague.';, Lieutenant Commander On November 25, 1939, traveling under orders 
Tlll'odore llousseau, .Jr., Associ<ltc Curator of Paintings ut the issued by Bormann, Posse arrived in Poland to exMetropolitan Museum of Art, and. Lieutenant COlluIUmdcl' S. 
Lane Paison, Jr., Chairman o{ the Fine Arts Dcpurtmcnt at amine for their interest to Linz the repositories of 
Williams College. . looted Polish art established at Warsaw and Cracow 

.119886 
73 

http:buildi.ng


74 THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY 

by Dr. Hans Frank's General Government. Three 
weeks later, he recommendod formally to the Roich 
Chancellory that the"world-famous Leonardo, Ra
phael, ,(nd llembrandt paintings from the Czar1.o
ryski Collection bo reserved for Linz. Though it was' 
oflicial doctrine that nil Polish art works, in churches, 
museums, and private hands, wore eligible for con
fiscation, the policy called also for the retention of 
the booty in Poland. Hence, few Polish-owned 
masterpieces found theil' way into Germany. (The 
great Veit Stoss nltar from Cracow, which was 
~hipped to Nuremberg in a specially constructed' 
van. and the lovely 13ellotto paintings f!'Om Warsaw 
were notable exceptions,) 

The chaotic internal situation wrought by sub
sequent military events has left undetermined the 
fate of much of the Polish treasure. The Czartory::;ki 
paintings desired by Posse never came to Linz, btlt 
they were recovered, as well as a group of 30 Dlirel' 
drawings which were at one time kept at the Puhrer
hauptquartier in Berlin. These were the only notable 
"benefice" from l)oland. ",. 

Two months after the invasion of Holland. Posse 
established an omce at The Hague, appearing there 
in the role of Referent fiir Sonderfragen (Adviser on 
"Spedal Questions") ... Belgium and Holland proved 
to be fertile ground. Posse's informers and iniddle~ 
men, supported actively by the Seyss-Inquart gov
ernment, were able to tap rich sources through 
confiscation and" purchase." The richest acquisition 
for Linz ill the Netherlands was the major portion 
of the Mannheimer Collection (purchased' in 1944 
for :2,000,000 gulden less than the Dutch authorities 
asked. following a Seyss-Inquart threat to confiscate 
the whole as enemy property). It contained such 
treasures as Rembrandt's Jewish Doctor.. The re
mainder of the collection was acquired subsequently 
in France, also by forced sale. 

In France. the Linz interest ,vas fostered carc
fully by tho special task force of Alfred Rosenberg 
(the RiIl8alzstab). On November 18. 1940, in a 
Fiihrerbefehl similar to' the edicts issued after thc 
conquest of Poland and Austria, Hitler proclaimed 
hi::; right of disposition over all works of art con
fiscated in the occupied territories. From this 
moment' on, Rosenberg worked formally in the 
'Li.n? interest, except where Goring, as we have seen 
in "Loot for the Master Hace" (September At
lanh:C) , mude his own selections in contradiction 
to the Hitler order. Goring, in fact, imposed his own 
schedule of priority on the French seizures, estab
lishing three arbitrary categories of confiscation 
(presumably for the record, since his own choices 
were never opposed): first, those works destined for 
Hitler and Linz; second, those for the Goring Collec
tion at Carinhall; third, those desired" for purposes 
of the National Socialist Party." 

The Flihrerbefehl required of all commanders of 
occupied territories that Dr. Posse be kept regularly 
informed of the progress of tho confiscations, and 
stated that Posse was empowerod to "make deci::;ions 

in the Fuhrer's behalf." On April 15, 1941, Posse 
addressed a formal request to the Reich Chancellery 
for a specific reitenition of his authority. Five days 
later, Martin Bormann directed him to review the 
"requirements" of the PUhrermusoum in terms of 
the nearly completeCl inventory of Einsatzstab Ros
enberg confiscations. A general high-level directive 
was. issued subsequontly, emphasizing the l"iihrer's 
righ t of first choice, npparen tly to allay confusion 
ill the mnks of the Einsat:lstab caused by Goring's 
insistent demands. 

Of the ~1,000 objects seized in France alone, Linz 
was to fall heir to all but the 700 fOl' which Goring 
had spoken. There is no record of Posse's choices 
since final disposition of the material was to await 
the Nazi victory in Europe - but there .were out
standing prizes in the great Prench private collec
tions to match the loot from Poland ancl Austria. 

2 

IT IS wmth emphasizing, with respect to the 
acquisitions for Linz, that the difference between 
loot and purchase was merely a technical one. 
Where works of art were hold by the downtrodden 
Poles and Czechs, or by "non-A.ryan" Dutch or 
French nationals, confiscation was the accepted 
method. This was in accordance with the Nazi 
doctrine of oppression. Where political expediency,. 
as in the case of the "Italian ally" and the "worthy 
Prench opponent," called for good will toward the 
New Order. the velvet glove approach was used. 
with an unprecedented outlay of German funds as 
lure. Purchases of important items with German 
occupation currency wher'ever possible - accO!11
paniod the wholesale seiwres, and often were con
ducted by the same oflicials. Dealers and ,;gents 
swarmed into Paris, many armed with special Linz 
certificates, which formalized their sta tus and as
sured their precedence in the art grab bag. 

A letter from Posse to Bormann, dato,d June 10, 
1940, expresses the official attitude toward pur
chases: . 

The special delegate for the safeguarding of art and 
cultural properties has just rctul'l1ed from Holhtnd, 
He notified me today that there exists at the mOlllellt 
a partieulal'ly favorable opportunity to pUl'clJase 
valuable works of art from Dutch dealers and private 
owners in German currency. Even though a large 
number of important works have doubtless been 
removed recently from Holland, I believe that the 
hade still contains many objects which are desirable 
for the FUhrer's collection, and whieh may be ac
quired without foreign exchange. 

An account of 500,000 reiehsmarks was opened 
for Posse's porsonal use at the lleichskroditbank in 
Paris in March, 1941, and a similar amount was 
d~posited in his name at the German Embassy in 
Rome in the same month. By March 15, l!HI, 
Posse was able to inform Bormann (whose connec



HITLER'S 

t ion with the Linz project was close throughout its 
h islory) tha t to cia te be had expended 8,5;22,348 
reichsmarks in the purchase of works of art for the' 
., new museum at Lillz-bn-the-Dunube." This fig
ure d iei not include many of the major purchases 
which later brought staggering prices from Hitler's 
agents, 
~ G(jring's collecting was the more passionate and 

dramatic; Hitler's, with all the advantages and 
rnmiiicariolls of an oflicinl governmcnt enterprise, 
t he more etrecl.ivc, ]-lis agcnts outnumbered Goring'S, : 
the fUllds at their disposal were inexhaustible, and 
there was no counterpart in the Goring entourage of 
the high-powered Special Linz Commission, ?I:t:ore
over, Hitler, as the N umber One man, always held 
an ace in the hole. Only in rare instances were fat 
prizes in con trovcrsy, Goring occasionally prevaiied 
by . virtue of personal interces;;ion; in the main, 
howen:r, he eon;;iderecl it the part of wisdom to 
withelraw from negoLiiltion;; if the Linz interests 
wero involved. This was evident in the elise of the" 
celebrn ted Memling Portrait of a .Man, owned by 
Prince Coriiini of Florence. Goring's agent, Walter 
Andrcas I·Iofer, bid high for the picture, but, was 
waved of}' by Prince Philipp of Hessen, who ac
quired it for Lil1Z at 11 price stated to have been 
between five and six million lire. 

Goring appears also to have wishecl to remain in 
the FUhrer's good graces by means of periodic 
"gifts" to Linz. With considerable fanfare, he made 
a persOlin I selection of 5B m~asterpieces conf1scated 
from Lhe Rothschild Collections in Paris by the 
Einsatzstab Rosenberg llnd sent them in his own 
t I'a in to Munich for addition to the holdings of the 
Fiihrermuseul11. In 19't5, he saved himself possible' 
embarrassment by turning over to the principal 
Linz deposit (rather than to his own place of safe
keeping) the group of 17 paintings and 4 priceless 
bronzes from the Naples ?I'[useum which had been 
;;cized by the Hermann Goring Panzer Division out 

\ of a con voy cn,rrying these Italian national treasures 
from ?\:Jonte Cassino to the Vatican in 1943, and 
prescnted by the Di"ision to Goring at Ca;inhall. 

3 

-1L\.UTHOHlTY for the Lillz undertaking stemmed 
from the highe;;t level of the Hcich Chancellery. 
Directly under Hitler ancl Bormann wcre Reichs-" 
f1lini~ler Lammers, President of the neich Chan
cC'llery, and Dr. Helmut von Hummel, Special As
;;i;;tant to Bormann, These officials formulated the 
directives governing confiscation and purchase, and ~ 
we~e responsible directly for the administration and, 
financing of the program, Von Hummel, a partic
ularly vieiolls N Hzi, may still be at large. His last 
ofIiciaI act was to order a case of confiscated gold 
coins brought to him at Berchtesgaden on May 1, 
1045, after which he disappeared. 

The Special Linz Commission, under Posse, 
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boasted approximately·· twenty specialists cura
tors of painting, prints, coins, and armor, a librarian, 
an architect, an administrator, photographers, ancl 
restorers. Personnel remained attached to the Com
mission, with few exceptions, until its dissolution, 
ancl several of the Cominission's experts have been 
used by the Allies in the recovery of the Hitler 
loot. 

Posse died in December, 194;2, of cancer. He is 
described as having worked fanatically to thc very 
encl. His funeral was a high state ['unction, and 
attendance was obligatory for ranking Party dig
nitaries and museum oflicials. Goebbels read the 
eulogy. Posse had brought great lmowledgeand 
energy to his task. Director of the Dresden Gallery 
since 1913, he was once removed from office for sup
posed anti-Nazi sentiments, was later restoreel, and 
became the most powerful individual in the amassing 
of art treasures for the new Germany. l1'or Linz 
alone, the records reveal that he acquired over 2500 
object~ in three years, exclusive of the. thousands of 
confiscated works which remained unregistered at 
the end of the war and were potential Linz material. 

His greatest coup, undeniably, was the "pur
chase" of the famous Vermeer, The Artist in liis 
Studio, from the Czernin family of Vienna in the 
autumn of 1940, under occult circumstances. One 
of Europe's greatest masterpieces, the Vermeer had 
been sought by collectors all over the world for many 
years, but the owners would not sell. (A Nazi art 
journal reproduced the painting on its cover in 
April, 1943, with the apocryphal information that 
Andrew Mellon had once off'ered $6,000,000 for it.) 
Posse ,and Bormann appear to have tried to attach 
the Vermeer originally for nonpayment of taxes, but 
the Finance Ministry informed the Reich Chan
cellery that the Czernin brothers were not in arrears 
and that, therefore, tho picture "could not be solei 
at anction." SllcidenlY,and inexplicably, the asking 
price droppcd from a fimtastic figure to 1,650,000 
reichsmarks, a ridiculously low amount in the in
f1atecl art mar\wt of the war. 1)08S0 was ordered to 
Vienna instantly, and what was obviously a forced 
sale of the painting was consummated with the 
Czernins through the intervention of Reichsleiter 
Balclur von Sehirach. -. 

Posse was responsible, also, for the addition of three 
Rembrandts to the Linz Collection (at a cost of 
3,900,000 marks), the Watteau La Danse from Pots
dam, the Corsini Mcmling portrait, ancl the llubens 
Ganymede, which waswanglcd away from Vienna as 
a" gift" in exchange for some confiscated porcelains. 

Posse was succeeded in April, 1943, by Hermann 
Voss, Director of the Wiesbaden Gallery, who as
sumed the Dresden portfolio as well as the Linz 
directorship, Far less energetic and capable than his 
predecessor, he was nevertheless caught squarely in 
the flow of loot. With the pattern already established 
ahd the machinery smoothly in motion, Voss, a 
weakly scholar, simply went along. 

Under interrogation, Voss boasted that he had 
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purchased over 3000 paintings for Linz in 1943 and 
1944, at a total cost of 150,000,000 marks. The figure 
was probably embroidered substantially by his vun
it \' (the official Linz records place. his numerical 
"~ontribution" much lower), but that'he \,:as fully as 
active as Posse in swelling the total is clear. Voss 
admitted that t.he majority of the objectsacCJuired 
ill his regime were nineteenth-century German paint
ings of sceondary imi)'ortance. Nevertheless, there 
are severa I beacons marking his devious course. 

One of the most involved, Hlld ugliest, swindles in 
,France was the confiscation ofthe celebrated Schloss 
Collection by the Vichy goyernmentin 194·3
in concert: with the German occupation authorities. 
Th is was the only major instance of official French 
collaboration in the traf\sfer to' the Germans of 

, valuable art properties. Formally, the negotiation 
was classified as a voluntary sale. The Vichy govern
ment was to pay the Schloss family 18,500,000 francs 
for 1,1,£) masterpieces of Du( cll pn in Ling desired-for the 
Louvre; the German government was to pay 50,
000,000 francs for 262 pictures desired for Linz; the 
remaining 21 paintings were to revert to the family. 
In essence, however, the affair was bald confiscation. 
Vichy novel' paid its debt; the German funds were 
placed at the disposal of the Vichy Commission 
for .Jewish Affairs, and the 21 paintings were sold 
for persollal gain by one Lefranc; the official ne
gotiator appointed by Vichy. Not a sou reached 
the Schloss family. 

Voss struck a second dirty blow, in forcing the 
sale of the French portion of the Mannheimer Col
lection in 1944. The two great Rembrandt can
vases, Landscape and Portrait of 'l'1:tu8, purchased 
from the French wine nlerchant Etienne Nicolas 
for 3,000,000 marks (@O,OOO,OOO francs), and the 
Mendelssohn Rembrandt, for 900,000 marks, were 
acquired through Haberstock, the Number One 
N <t'l.i dealer, in the interim between Posse's demise 
and Voss's succession. 

Ln; Linz program was n bonanza for a large group 
of favored German art dealers. Karl Haberstoek, in 
Hitler's good graces from ID36 on, was clever enough 
to accept no commission on his m,ajor acquisitions 
for LillZ. He was able to reap ,a fortune, however, 
by transacting a tremendous volume of normal busi
(Jess for Linz and the Reich Chancellery, exacting 
normal profits on n percentage basis. Haberstock not 
only had his German agents every,vhere - n Luft
"'Hfre major stationed in l'aris, a Viennese refugee in 
Lhe Somh of France, and German dealers in Holland 
and Switzerland - but an intricatenrid highly effi
cient network of collaborationists in the occupied 
countries. Haberstock's correspondence divulges the 
names of 8C'UCllty-fi1IC persons in Franc'e alone who 
dealt with him during the "'ar. 

Frall Maria Dietrich was tho most prolific dealer 
of the Nazi group. She sold 270 paintings to Hitler, 

80 to Linz;il11d purchased over 300 in Paris between, 
1940 and 1944 for Party ofTlcials (20 to Bormann) 
and German mu'seums. She met Hitler through his 
photogrnpher, Heinrich Hoffman (as did Eva Braun, 
who had worked as his model), in 1938. In that ,Veal', 
Dietrich's income jumped from 47,000 to. ,t83,OOO 
m')I:];;s. During the war, she made between 300,000 
and 570,000 marks a year, and netted 616,470 nmrks 
on sales to Lin'z. She 'was close to Hi tier Ull til 1!)44., 
and is 'said to have fretted constantly over possible· 
deterioration of her position with the Fiihrel;. ' Her 
connoisseurship was notoriously falllty; and, as the 
figures imply, she went in for quantity rather than 
quality. 

Many other agents profited handsomely from their 
Linz connections, among them Prince Philipp of 
Hessen, descendant of the Emperor Frederick Til 
of Prussia and of Queen Victoria. Frankfurt und 
Oxrord educated, he took pride both in'his knowledge 
of the art.s (he had worked briefly ill the Derlin Pri;ll 
Room) and his architectural pro\vess. Hessen settled 
in Italy in 1922, became an active li'ascist, 111ld Illar
r,ied Princess Mufalda, second duughter of Kirig Vie- . 
tor EmmanueL As President of Hesse-Nassau and 
an SA Gruppenfiihrer, he campaigned strenuously 
in Italy for Nazism. When, during the war, he be
came Posse's principal agent in Italy, the Linz 
project took on a veneer of aristocratic elegance 
which facilitated important purchuses from the 
Italian nobility. . 

The end of the road for Philipp of Hessen was 
most sordid. Princess ]Hafalda, in one of the more 
vicious incidents of the Nazi debacle, was seized 
abruptly by the Gestapo and thrown, reputedly, into 
a concentration camp brothel, where she was killed 
during an Allied air raid. ,Hessen is said not to have 
lifted a finger to save his wife. He is now in Allied 
custody. . 

Kajetan MUhlmann was the most implacable Nazi 
in the group of looters held for American in tcrroga
tion during the summer of 1945. A hard man, of cold 
Prussian mien and iron nerves, he shamed his eol
leagues with a consistent exhibition of arrogant de
fiance toward his captors; well after V-E Day, he 
made two bold, ·if unsuccessful, attempts to escape. 

MUhlmann served two masters ---c Goring and the 
Linz Commission - with effective detachmellt. He 
shared with Duron Kurt von Behr, Director of the 
Einsatzstab 110senberg in Paris, the odious distinc
tion of top looter. It l;lUY be said of Mlihlmann and 
von Behr that they actually enjoyed I heir work, so 
relentless and uncompromising was their spoliation 
of the occupied cOUll tries. l\:Hihlmn:ll11 had been idell
tified prominently with the Nazi surge from the period 
of the Austrian occupation, wht'n he served as Secl'(:
tary of State for Austria under the Anschluss govern-' 

. ment. In 1939 he went into l)o\and with· Hans 
Frank's General Govenunent to take charge ofJicinlly 
of the "safeguarding'; of Polish art treasures. On 
May 15, 1940, immediately following the surrendqr 
of Holland, he arrived. in the Hague and established 
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the DienstsLelle MUhlmann, which ·became - under 
tho Seyss-Inquart occupation regime --.: the central 
agency for.nll matters concerning Dutch and Belginn 
art properties. 

~[ljhl/1lallll thus controlled Poland and the Net.h
er/ands :18 I'on Bohr did France, wit.h direct accoss 
10 a substanLial proportion of the natiollnl wealth.. 
From his Dutch conliseat:ions, 100 paintings wore 
se!.::ctcc/ for Linz. He aided Posse also by following 
the m:!rkCL and recommending collectiolls for sale
ulllkr durnss. He was r(,spoll~'iihle tor the eonfiscacion 
or three groat ,;(orehollsos of Nort.hern EllI'opean nrt, 
ihe .lafl'e, Lug!, and JVfannheinlCr Collections, and 
hi;; hnncl was in divers other afl'airs of equal igno
miny, if I('sser importance. 

Like other Linz :ind Goring agent.r;, Miihlmann 
did vcry well for himself, sending confiscated works 
surrept itiollsl.y to 1\-[un ieh and Vionna, where they 
we,re placed at auctiOIl in his interest. Linz itself 
acq uired 8 pain tings unwittingly through this charl
nel. He enjoyed one further distinction, that of 
being the only official in the Nazi looting machine 
to hold high rank in t.he SS. His future. therefore, 
will be determined largely by tho findings of the 
N llrem berg tribunal. 

Comp/t;ting the Hitler art clique was "Professor" 
Heinrich Hof]'man, early Party member (No. 58) and 
conGdaat of the FUhrer. Hoffmann'r; influence waned 
sharply after 1941 (n fact attributable to'Bormann's 
contempL for him). When taken into American cus
todv in 19-t..5 , he had beeome a shattered nonentity, 
a s;)dden alcoholic. Earlier, he had been Hitler's 
chief adviser in art ma tters and had mode a cOilsid
emble fortllile apart from his gainful position as 
the official Party photographer - in building up the 
fleich Chancellery's collection of i1ineteenth-century 
German painting. He held no official post in the Linz 
project but, for a brief poriod, was an effective mid
dleman between the Commission and certain German 
dealers, especially Frau Dietrich. A letter from 110'58e 
to Bormalln dated January, Inn, implies that Hoff
malln had adeel as intermediary in many of the early 
negotiations in Holland. To his Amorican interroga
t.ors, it seemed inconceivable that Holfmann could 
(;1'('1' ha\'e held 'so imposing a position at tho Nazi 
court; , 

5 

I.;; 1D,t3, with the war turning against Hitler, and 
with lhe exploitation of the occlipied COllntries vir
t u:dl.v complete, the temno of Nazi plunder slacken~(L 
incalculable riches had been secured and were now 
pouring inlO Germany. The mOl teria I purchased for 
Linz \"as being received and registered at Munieh, 
in the Fiihrerbau, one of the group of colossal build
ings erected by the Nazis to "dignif.Y" the Party 
capital. The more valuable loot, howe\'er, was being 
stored in safe places far remonld frolll the urban. 
centers. 

These repositorios, for the most part, were situated 

in thick forests or inaccessible moun tain fastnesses. 
Por the Einsatistab H.osenberg alono, six great estates 
were requisitioned, and the loot - brought in by t11e 
trainload·~ was deposited there from ID41 011. (A 
document of July, HH4, records Q!) separate ship
ments into the Reich during the period between 
April, 1041, and December, 194.3.) The fabulous 
castle of Neuschwh.nsteln, jutting crag-like from the 
lower reaehes of the Bavarian Alps,. held the booty 
from France. An island monastery in the middle of 
the Chiemsee, the onchanting lake which lies mid
way hetween 'Munich and Salzburg; a formCl' roynl 
Austrian summer residence in the -hills of the S,~dz
knnlmergut; the hunting lodge of the Grand Duke 
of J,uxembourg in South Bavaria, isolnted magnifi
contly in a huge game preserve - these were sec
ondary caches, illustrating the diversity of the sites 
chosen. 

Not by the widest stretch of the imagination 
would any of the repositories have been subjected 
to air attack. First, their very isolation and their 
natural camouflage enhanced their immunity. Sec
ond, they were in themselves" cultural monumen ts" 
and would have been ignored by Allied bombers. 
Yet hysteria in the Reich Chancellery had become' 
so intense by the end of 1943 that Hitler ordered a 
wholesale evacuation of the repositories in favor' of 
a r;till 8afer refuge. In February, 1944, with snow 
blanketing the country, truck convoys began to 
move r;outh with their precious cargo, in the direction 
of Linz itself. Just east of Salzburg, however, they 
turned oft' and began to climb laboriously into the 
mountainolls region of the Upper Danube. Their 
der;tination wqs a rfourteenth-century salt mine, high 
above the picturesque village of Alt Aussee. . 

Few undertakings of the war were more painstak
ing or futile. The road to AusseQ climbs over two 
high passes, virtually unassailable in the dead of. 
winter. With frantic determination to conceal the 

. loot in the vory earth of the last redoubt, tl.nk9 and 
even oxen were used where trucks failed to scale the 
slippery barrier. For thirteen months, through the 
winter and summer of 19'H and into 1I10 winter of 
10M, the convoys lii11ped over the mountains and 
left their cargo at the entrance to the mine. . 

The Steinberg mine is a . labyrinth with a single 
outlet. A tunnel little more than six feet in height 

so that n tall man negotiates it with dilliculty 
ClIts two kilometers horizontally into the mountain
side and, winding around, linl,s a series of mammoth 
caverns, from which salt has been mined through the 
centuries. A miniature gasoline engine can proceed 
through the tunnel on narrow-gauge rails at snail's 
pace, hauling a tiny flat car, There is no other access 
t.o t.he mine's interior. 

'l"or "Dora" (code name of the secret deposit) 
workmen transformed these grotesque subterranean 
vaults into model storage rooms, fitted with clean 
wooden floors alld specially constructed rucks, de
humidification equipment, and modern lighting fix:
tures. Dora was surely the most fantastic manifes
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ratioll uf the Insl-diteh ?\'azi ;;Land. Here, Hitler 
plannecl lil.eraily to go underground. 

III 1!J4 i!. and 1!H:") , Dora received 6755 old master 
paintings, of" which 5:350 wer\,; destined for Linz,' 
230 clruwillgs, lOBO prints, 95 tapestries, 68 sculp
tures, 4:) C;tses of objets d'art, a'nd innumerable 
pieces of furniture; i.n addition, lID ellScS of books 
from Hiller's library in norlin" and ,~37 cases 
of I)ool\s fur the Linz library. The last convoy ar
rived aLt.he mine less thnn a month 'before V-E Day. 

An appropriat.ely dramatic postscript to Opera
lion Dora was written by Gauleiter Eigruber, who, 
as administrator of the entire OberdonHu, region, 
was the oflicialultimulely responsible for the eontents 
of the mine. In lIN5,. with his province wedged' 
alarmingl); between t.he Hussians, advancing from 
t he soul hwest, and the' Americans, descending on 

,him 1'1'0111 the' norl h, Eigt'uber ordered demolition 
charges set throughout the mine. Not mel'e1y the 
(:viden(;e of German plunder, but the priceless ac
cumulation or Europe's trl'H8ure itself, was to bc de-, 
stroyed at Ihe momcnt: of Allied entry. Eigruber's, 
orders were cOllntermanded by the Heich Chancel
lery, but the ael vanced chaos of the sitUation per
mittee! him to ignore hcadquarters, and he persisted 
in his fiendish plan. The Gauleiter fled into the moun
tains before the American advance, taking with 
him a select: SS boclygunrd. 

But the Austrian workmen, who had been given 
specific instrllctionsfor the demolition procedure and 

,who had been threatened with a firing squad for 
noncompliance, simply riled out of the mine on hear
ing that the Americans were approaching. The de-' 
:,;nucl ion of some of Europe's greatest milsterpieces 
was thus narrowly an:)rted -:- by the fundamental 
dceel1cy of a rew simple men. 

On entering the mine, the Americans found the 
worlcl-I',II11ous van Eyck Ador(ll'hm from Ghent, 
the Dirk Bouts nli:1rpiece from LOllvuin, and the 
!\:fichelangelo Modomw from Bruges ~ among the 
grcntest natiollal treasures of Belgium; the paintings 
and sculpture from Naples via lVlollte Cas;;ino,seizecl 
by I he Hermann Goring Division; and almost the,' 
entire Hothss.,hild holdings, from Paris and Vienna, 

Everywhere,throughou t seven vast C,lverns, were 
the ominolls demolition charges, armed and in place, 
yet the loot was unharmed. 

Examination of Hitler's personal library prompted 
further speculation on a question whieh may never 
be ans,vered ~ the true state of the Fiihrer's health 
at the end. Every word of eorrespondonce read by 
Hitler in the closing ,war years came to him from a 
special oversized typewriter. The letters were an 
ineh high. This stpxtling evidence gives rise to the 
belief that the Ftihrer, with all his other ills, must 
have been almost totally blind. 

The process of restitution is going well. Alt 
Aussee, although the ,most important repository, was 
not the only one. The contents of the Goring Col
lection at Carinhall" for instance, were cI iseovered 
in a cavc at Berchtesgnden. In the work of tabula
tion, the Allies actually enumerated over four hun. 
dred pl\lces of safekeeping throllghout Germany, not 
all of them, to be sure, containing loot. Operation 
Dora' W'lIS reversed by; the Americill1 Army am! tho, 
mine 'has been emptied. From' several ""Cent;al 
Collecting Points" in the American zone, the loot is 
being returned gradually t6 the countries of origin 

a laborious'process involving painstaking research 
and careful hand ling. 

l\leanwhile, the major living culprits are in Allied 
ellstody, awaiting trial ·atthe termil1ation of the 
Nuremberg proceedings, and the liberated counlries 
are taking action against those of their own nationals 
who helped the Germans strip their lnnds. 

,The looting of Europe was not merely nn official 
and expert operation designed to enrich the Nazi 
state and increase the prestige of Hitler and Goring. 
By contributing to the impoverishment of the OCCII

pied and satellite countries, and by exitlting Germanic 
art (while banning all liberal work of the last hllll
dred years), the looting machine remained within the 
framework· of National Socialist philosophy. The 
failure of German arms must not blind liS to the 
.lasting implications of II itler's a Itempt to corrll pI 
,the culture of Europe and to reduce all art to the 
Nazi formula. 
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UN I TED STATES HIGH COMMI SS lONER FOR GERtv'ANY' 

OFFICE OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

MUNICH, 31 AUGUST 1951. 

FROM: 	 S. LANE FAISON, JR. 


DIRECTOR, CENTRAL COLLECTING POINT 


To,: 	 Ivh S S AR 0 ELI A R. HA L L 

ARTS & MoNUMENTS OFFICER 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASt;tINGTON, D.C. 


SUBMITTED'HF:~EWITH IS A STATISTICAL REPORT CONCERNING 26,933 
WO~KS OF ART TRANSFE~REO,FROM AUSTRIAN REPOSITORIES ~O THE CENTRAL 
COLLECTING POINT, I~UNICH, 'I'N"' 1945/46 AND SUBSEQUENTLY RESTITUTED AC
CORDING TO PROVI,SIONS OF TI,:rU:'18'OR·LAW 59. 

", . 

.' ,; 	 .~ 

THE 	 REPORT MAY BE SUMMARIZED. AS FOLLOWS: 

'A. 	 ITEMS RESTITUTED FROM CCP, MUNICH,' 1945 - SUMMER 1949 
(CCp CLOSED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER FROM BERLIN) . 
(SEE REPORT PP. 1-6.)---------------------~--1',916. 

B. 	 hEMS TURNED'OVER TO MINISTER PRESIDENT OF BAVARIA 
(TREUHANDSCHAFT) IN 1948j.J+9 AS PRESUMAB,LY GERMAN PROP
ERTY. OF THESE, 78 ITEM~ (PARA C.) WERE R~STITUTED BY 
THE U.S. OFFICE OF THE CCP MUNICH IN 1950/51, AND 
22 I TEMS (PARA- D.) BY THE TREUHANDSCHAFT IN 1949/51. 

(S~E REPORT PP.10-13.)------.::.-----------------4,576. 

E. 	 ITEMS LOOTED AT CCP, MUNICH, ANC STILL MISSING. 
(REPORT P.10.)------.;.---------------------------66. 

F. 	 I T EMS TRANSFERRED FROM CCP, MuNI CH, TO CCP, WI ESBADEN 

IN 1949 AND RESTITUTED THERE 1949/51. 
(SEE REPORT PP.lo-I3)-~----------------------8,339. 

G. 	 ITEMS BELONGI NG TO "AuSTR I AN COMPLEX" BUT NOT ,TRANS

FERRED TO MUNICH BECAUSE LOCATED IN RUSSIAN ZONE OF 

AUSTRAl (!H~RNTAL).----~------------------------~ 

TOTAL---------------------------------------26,933., I 

As OF DECEMBER 1950, WHEN THE UNDERSIGNED TOOK OVER AS DIRECTOR 
OF THE CENTRAL COLLECTING POINT, MUNICH, THERE REMAINED 4,609 ITEMS 
IN THE "AuSTRIAN COMPLEX" ~WAITINGDECISION AS TO WHETHER "IDENTIFIED" 
AS TO OWNERSHIP, OR "UNIDENTIFIED". THIS TOTAL WAS MADE UP CHIEFLY OF 
I TEMS I N PARA B. (TREUHADNSCHAFT) PLUS A SMAL'LER NUMBER OF J'TEMS AT THE 
CEN~RAL COLLEC+ING POIN~, WIESBADEN. AS.OFTHE END OF JULY 1951, 371 
I~EMS IN THE ~IESBADEN LOT WERE JUDGED UNIDENTIFIE6 AS TO OWNERSHIP; 
THEY WERE, THEREFORE, TRANSFERRED TO MuNICH FOR INCLUSION IN THE SHIP
MENTOF UNIDENTIFIED WORKS OF ART FROM MUNICH TO USFA AUTHORITIES IN 
SALZBURG, THE SHIPMENT PREPARED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMGUS/USFAAGREEMENTS 
OF ,1945/46. As THESE 371 I TEMS FROM WI e:SBADEN ARE NOT I NCLUCED I N THE 
ATTACHED REPORT, THEY SHOULD,BE ADDEO TO THE TOTAL OF 26,933 ITEMS, TO 

" 
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MAKE A GRANO TOTAL OF 27,304 ITEMS, IN THE "AU.STRIAN COMPLEX." 

OF THE 4,609 ITEMS AWAITING IDENTIFICATION IN DECEMBER 1950, 
A TOTAL OF 3,639 ITEMS (79'%) WERE IDE:NTIFIE 0 AS TO WONE:RSHIP PRIOR 
TO THE TERMINATION OF THE U.S. OFFICE AT CCP,Iv'uNICH, ON 31 AUGUST 1951. 
THE REMAINDSR OF 970 ITEMS REPRESENTS APPROXIMATELV )~ PERCENT OF THE: 
GRAND TOTAL OF 27,304 ITEMS IN THE: "AUSTRIAN COMPLEX. i1 

THESE 970 ITEMS WE:RE COLLECTED I N THE EAST GALLERV, GROUND FLOOR, 
OF niE CCP, MUNICH, AND WERE: IN PROCESS OF BEING PACKED WHEN THE SHIP~ 
MENT WAS CALLED OFF ev HICOG, FRANKFURT, PENDING DISCUSSION BETWEEN 
HICOG, THE LAND COMMISSIONER OF BAVARIA AND THE MINISTER PRESIDENT OF 
BAVARIA. ABOUT HALF OF THE ITEMS HAD BEEN PACKED IN 57 CASES, AND THE 
REMAI~OER. HAD BEEN ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SIZE. IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT 
50 MORE C~SES WOULD BE REQUIRED AND ~HAT THE PACKING COULD BE COMPLETED 
IN 5:WORKING DAVS, ASSUMING THAT TH~ LUMBER SHORTAGE, WHICH DEVELOPED AT 
JUST:THE MOMENT THE THE SHIPMENT WAS CALLED OFF, COULD eE TAKEN CARE OF 
BV THE U.S. ARMV ENGINEERS, WHO WERE IN CHARGE OF THE PACKING AND C~ATING. 
THE RAIL TRANSPORTATION SECTION OF MUNICH MILITARV POST HAD MADE ALL AR
RANGEMENTS FO.R SHIPMENT .BV THE MILITARY TRAIN, IIMoZARTII, FROM MUNICH TO 
SALZBURG; THE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE RENEWED ON SHORT NOTICE. MEANTIME, THE 
970 itEMS, BOTH PACKED AND UNPACKED, ARE IN THE EAST EXHIBITION GALLERY 
UNDER SPECIAL STATE DEPARTMENT LOCK. THE KEVIS MAINTAINED.BY MR. KORISKO, 
SECURITV OFFICER TO THE LAND COMMISSIONER OF BAVARJA, WHERE IT CAN SE CALLED 
FOR BY DR,. BREITENBACH OR HERR VON SCHMIDT, OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, HICOG, 
FRANKFURT. DR. BREITENBACHIS OFFICE HAS ASSUMED RESIDEUAL FUNCTIONS OF THE 
CCPS 'OF BOTH WI ESBADEN AND MUNI CH. 

(T IS GREATLV REGRETTED BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT EVENTS MADE IT IMPOSS
ISLE FOR HIM TO COMPLETE THE SHIPMENT TO SALZBURG PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1ST, 
WHEN HE HAD TO LEAVE MUNICH FOR THE U.S. DR. BREITENBACH AND HERR VON SCHMIDT 
ARE, HOWEVER, FULLV INFORMED. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

(S) S. LANE SA ISON, JR. 
S. LANE FAISON, JR. 
DIRECTOR, CCP, MUNIQH. 

http:MAINTAINED.BY


.' ..~,/ 
119939 

I 

'OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
FOR GREATER HESSE 

Economics Division 
\ Restitution Branch EPL/ls 

ED 387.6 RES 

APO 633 
30 Dec 46 

Mr. Thomas Carr Howe, Jr. 

Direetor , 

California Palace of the Legion of Honor 

San Francisco, California 


Dear Tom: 


I have read Tedts copy of "Castles, and Saltmines" with an 
interest that did not once droop or decline. a few minor irritations, 
such as the references to IIWalter" Hancock and the Essen Madonna 
belonging to Metz; an assortment of major delights, the obli~uely 
scurrilous elimination of Jimsy, for e.xample; and two obj ections., 

The first objection is, that in spite of the stimulus the 
bookm~y well give, it is one more grenade in the .arsenal of \ 

. those Vlrho, .contrary to the efforts and convictions, not only af 
all the MFA&A Officers, whilom and current, but intelligently. 
concer~ed connoisseurs ever~ywhere, remain persuaded that loot 
and restitution are the only'reasons for the existence of the 
program. No one will gainsay that the restoration of works of 
art to'their owners is important; the box-cars laden with Dirck 
Bouts ~d trucks full of'tapestries wending their way back to 
Allied capitals, where they are received with great brou-ha-ha 
and the distribution of trinkets to bystanders, have' garnered 
reams of publicity and considerable international cordialityo
But they were, are, and will not be the original a:Q.d lasting
aim. . 

! The. second objection concerns your ~uite accurate, but 
unrounded portrait of myself which, when set along side the 
others'in the gallery, does me credit and justice in many re
spects but, by implication, will also have its prejudicial effects • 

. The topic is an unbecoming one to write about, for it opens me 
to the charge of disappointed conceit. But I shall try to ex
plain what I mean, not so much as a reproof, but as a caution 
for the future if at some time you again have the occasion to 
write thumbnail sketches without a miniaturist's detail. The 



I 

1 

,'.U':• 1.0, 

better (in quanti -by as well as quality) 'part of yoU!' para
graph sums,me up as IIbrilliant and unpredictable,," The pre
cision of these epithets is moot: the tlbrilliantllmay or may not 
be true, and the "unpredictablell ,is certainly not, at least 
to anyone who knows me well,enough to/know also that I act with 
rigid consisteflcy according to unconventional rules which are 
either too demanding or' tpo a~ruse for the mentalities of Mason 
Hamrnond and Edwin Raeo Taken together, they\r~enforce a super
ficia'lbut enduring legend that, for one who wants eventually, 
to return to academic! life p is injU!'iouso The allusions to my
talents as a poetaster, to my comparatively short toU!' of duty
with ,the inactivated FifteenthAJ::rny (which repeat O'Donnell's 
contejl1ptible. phrase about thel\'paper t army", ignoring the 
supe r!ative achieveIilen t s of this unit '.in the Rhineland), ana. 
to my disreputable habit of telephoning you whenever a new 
verse; was concocted, produce the clear and unfortunate impres
sion that two and a h?J.lf years ,of,very hard work were aJoost 
entirely filled with frivol, ~ribble,·and flipp~ncy" Gracious 
words about the plans for Offenbach are hardly a cO~Ulteractive, 
since the plans were carried, out entir'ely by other people who~ 
on reading that sentence, would be understandably piqued at the 
inference that the operation of the Depot was du~ solely to me o 
In short, the 'profile is one more edition of the myth of a 
mercurial misanthrope who, were he such, would have returned 
to his role of campus characterfifte~n minutes after the 
armistice was announced. The few outstand,ing things I did: 
ramming through the~irstArmy discretionary authority for 
protection of monuments; the bomb-damage survey for .Webband 
Woolley upon which all further plans were based; the acqui
sition of materials for Bonn, Bruehl, Cologne, and Neuss; the 
original and uncensored' General Board, report; and the Frank
furt.survey, are not mentioned - and continue, gW1er~lly, to 
remain unknown" If, 'on the other hand, you were ted - as I am 
sure you Vlere - by niceness of feeling and a prudent-desir'e to 
protect, not to connect me with the Wiesbaden Manifesto, that 
is the one thing which might do me tangible harm which I am 
willing to stand behind for the rest of my life and would wel
come as an individual, responsibility. That document was not "drafted" 
.... it was written of a piece, and~ de,spite the highfaluti'n,
Jeffersonian diction, it was written by your fretful but still 
mordantly pleased 

4'/lA/Fa/son 




.' 

Flewer in,the crannied wall, 

There is so. much to. tell beginning any~here will always be in the 
the middle. ·Ne peint either in"trying to. arrange things' chrenelegically:
emphasis en the chrenes will be at the expense ef the leges, so. I· shall 
just sit here and peck away, like a biddy a~eng the cern, and hepe fer 
a general effect. We have had music such as yeu, surreunded by ivy, 
the Present Day Club, and the steam-heated behemianism ef 1,fcCarter, will 
never heilt¥': a week ef privately arrfmged cencerts in which all the Brahms, 
BeetlJeven, and. Schubert tries Vlere played - not because th ey were asked, 
but because they wanted to. - by Taschner, Heelscher, and a grumpy; eld 
rnaribeu who., even at the piano. in the dark, acted as if he were conduc
ting a Festspielercli!tter, by the name ef Wilhelm Fftrtw&ngler. Then 
Herey turned up, stumbling, feur heurs late and grey v!l.th fatigue, frem 
a flap-winged ATe transpert. He came to. arrange the shipment e'f the 
Art Histerical Insti tute and Ar,chaeelegical Insti tute libraries back to. 
Flerence and Reme, respectively. Having been frustrated fer months by 
Berlin and tLe State Department, he theughtit would enly be the first ef 
at least a dezen such frightful jeurneys. Fertunately, Hennessy the 
transpertatien man new ewes me. a faver fer having diddled the French eut 
ef seventy-five theusand sp.pre parts which eu~ht by all standards to. be 
restituted" so. he fixed up the matter ef bex-cars, bills ef lading, 
guards, and; a reute in ten r.:tinutes cenversatien. The Old Man was speech
less with sIlocprise and gratificaticn, and spent the rest cf his time 
in the CCP f cndling i vcries, leeking at Fulda mss, being me:ther~ed by 
~dith, and getting blette at Barbara vnlite's. wedding at Krenberg. I 
went eff to Amsterdam and Brussels en a privately cecked up deal, ten
dered as a reward by stewart fer a' staff study cn e. pror.::,esed reerganiza
tio.n ef the I,a,nd. It was six wild days cf exhibitiens 1tapestries at 
the Rijksmuseum, Mcndriaan at the Stedelyk, Van Gegh at the Palais de 
Beaux Arts), feed and drink (everywhere), and hilarieus cenversatien 
(at the Meredes and the Baillet-Latcurs, the latter a recent additien 
to. eur list, very rich and witty and hespitable and a widew). I shall 
be taking eff fer Reme .at the end ef the week, estensibly to. supervise 
the shipment but actually to. put befere Merey a prepcsal fer t~e return 
ef 202 via very high means, which may wcrk. Den't ycu BREA7TT 'it. !.rean
while, we have had a pretty brawl with Hajcr Winkler abcut billetting, 
with a smekinG exchangeefbuckslips in which he, needless to. say, be
tween Ted i1hd myself, came eut rather serrily. Vve stay where we are, 
alene. stewart has resigned, finally: ~ccmbinatien ef everwerk, villainy 
en the part.ef his wife, who. must be a reselute bitch,-and kniyes-in-the 
back. We are managing to. keep Edith until the stuttgart jeb comes through 
by the net very attractive expedient ef making her Directer ef the Offen
bach Archiv(.tl Depct. Berlin fumbles aleng, al ternc:i ting between herpes 
::-,ester and paralysis agitans: 'vVJ-f.AT a basket ef crayfishl In spi te cf 
all their yammer abcut being cut; tt:ey have breught ever Lehmann-Haupt 
as a successer to. The Old Neckpiece, to. reccns~titute German museum 
personnel. And the clerical help gets gaudier and gaudier. Melly Re
garfs mether;and.fatter bencred us with a visit, mama a fermidably Hekin
senian squaw in a bunkerful ef junk jewelry and a hat that enly q,ueen 
Eary Vleuld dare. Standi ng en the cerner by the Landeshe.us, wai ting fcr 
a taxi, she became the ac.mired fecus ef a number cf passers-by, who. 
haven't seen so. much flesh en the he~f since the last aurechs was slain 
in the Taunus, and she teek eff her silver fex scarf and wa'1.ved it at 

them and said "SHOOI", which, as can be imagined,cnly .made matters 
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) 'He ";re :planning to hoist . the attendance at the C.cPby putting on 
[, show of 19:th century Gerffiun rainting - everybody from AC'henbach to 
Ztllpenhaft, with h~citaresofSchnorr von Carolsfeld and everything lousy 
Vie C2.n beg, r[)orroVl or steal. The difficulty is in writing the catalogue:\ 
if we d6 it seriously, the Germans will think we are being sardonic; if 
we r:1<:;};:e a jc-ike of it, dollars to doughnuts -they will swallow every line. 
Holzinger has now become so deferential that to hE,ng an exhibition like 
tt,at mici.ht brjng out- all his atavistic kunstwissenschaftliche TendErnen 

. ').fld undo the labor of a yeccr. ']3ut it ':,ill be worth it". just to see the 

reviews.. . 


You should hcwe tee.rd 1-Torey on the HobertsComrnission. He is a 
thorou.ghly d'isillusioned man.: I do ncit mei-ln to say that tels bitter 
far from it., :Jut he no lone:,er trcinks in terr:1S of I~vallge}ist:portruits, 

" 	 a new drawer in the Index, and tte putative .sister of Charlemagne. He 
takes, I may say, a dim view of people who-gO running-back to Princetonian 
securi ty wren the~ could be 'tandlin[, tY;in~s over here •. ,Af~er '~eeir:g a 
blurb of Chuck's In a recent letter to EdIth anent a "qualltatlve lndex 
of' industrial art", I find myself wonderine:vir,at tte 'bell you pecTle 
t:: i n}~ art is. all' about. Oh, well •••••you doubtless haveyour c ompensa
t ions. . And tr~atis art, of a sor.t,· even th oU;,.lh the ffar::!e gets out of 
date in a perishinG hurry. Don't,~ind me - .I'm just soured. 

Apriapist down iri Lucerne 
'Hears a cod-piece ·made out -of an urn, 
With handles, a stand, 
tv'/O spouts, a,nd a grand 
Little alcohol lamp treat will BTJH1T1 

A scoutn:nster, DJ: in Estes Park 
88.io., "Those weren't' -fireflies c.fter clark 

, I started to jerk it; . 
'.'thich caused a stort circuit 
And made all tte boJ"s' testes spark. 1I 

IIl/lal, I swant ll said a Latter-Day J..eda, 

::nli ghtened by Bullf inch r s reader, 

"Tl;e;se donnant old Hormons ' 

OUGhtta t~ve enouch hormones 

To ellcouruge a gall ·po.ul trybree.der!" 


Love, 



CENTRAL COLLECTINO POINT 
LANDESMUSEUM - WI ESBAOEN 16. 

FR I DA V, 20 APR I L 1951. 

DEAR ARDELl A, 

As TIME MARCHES ON - WHICH IT IS DOING AT A TERRlrVING pACE-
BECbME MORE AND MORE: TOLERANT OF THE LONG LAPSES WHI CH SEPARATED 


LETTERS FROM ~EDI I HAVE ACCUMULATED A NUMBER OF THINGS· to, "TALK" 

TO YOU ABOUTr AND OF COURSE 'IRST PRIORITVBELONGS TO THE MATTER YOU 

SPEAK OF I N THE F"I RST PARAGRAPH 01" YOUR LETTER OF MARCH 29TH. 


IN JANUARY A. pAPER WAS INTRODUCED IN COMMITTEE AT BoNN (IN REPLV 

TO THt ADENAUER PROPOSAL OF APRIL 12~ 1950) REQUESTING' THE ESTABLISHMENT 

OF THE NECESSARY LEGISLATION, (ON THE PART OF THE GERMANS) IN CONNECTION 

WITH CON!\NUATIONOF RESTITUTION ETC. IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, THIS WAS THE BE

GINN,INa OF THE PROCESS OF TURNING OVER CULTURAL RESTITUTION TO THE GER

MANS - CO~NGENT~ UPON CERTAIN CLEARLV DEfI'INED CONDITIONS. I HAVE LEARNED 

THAT ROSE VALLAND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN GETTING THIS THING UNDER WAY MONTHS 

AGO. WELL, AFTER MUCH BACKIN.G AND FILLING AND WAiTING 'OR ISG REACTION 

THE PAPER WAS SHELVED - THE COMMENT or THE COMMITTEE IN BoNN (OUR REPRESEN

TATIVE WAS HERBERT SORTER OF BILL DANIELS' OFFICE: - WHO, LET ME ADD PAREN

THETlbALLY,IS AN Ex6EED~NGLY SERIOUS AND C6NS~IENTIOUS FELLOW. 1 KNOW THAT 

TED HAD A HI'QH REGARD rORHIM) BEING, THAT THE "TIMING WAS NOT VET RIOHT It 



THOSEWOROS WHICH ONE HEARS AD NAUSEAM! A WORKING PARTY CONSISTING or Ros£ 

V. FOR THE FRENCH, HoWELL-JONES rOR THE BRITISH, AND TCH rOR THE U.S. WAS 

PROPOSED IN THE SHELVED PAPER. EVER SINCE IT WAS INTRODUCED INTO COMMITTEE 

1 HAVE BEEN ENDEAVORINO - AIDED AND ABETTED BV ROSE - TO' GET THE WORKING PARTY 

ToaET~ER. UNFORTUNATELY HoWELL-JONES KNOWS NOTHING (AND CARE LESS) ABOUT CUL

TURAL RESTITUTION. HE WAS TO HAVE CALLED THE COMMITTEE TOGETHER ON APRIL 16 

(IT BEING THE MONTH FOR THE BRITISH,IN ROTATION, TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE). 


'LANE 	AND I HAD SEVERAL LENGIIIIIIYEBB SESSIONS WITH Rosr:: ABOUT THIS. WELL, WHEN 
LANE AND 1 WERE IN BERLIN A WEEK AGO (ON THE 11TH AND 12TH TO BE ~XACT) ROSE 
WAS IN A LATHERs. HoWELL-JONES HAD BLANDLY INFORMED HER THAT THERE WAS NO REAB, 
ON~ rOR HAVING A MEETING, SINCE TECHNICALLY THE PAPER HAD BEEN PIGEON-HOLED. 
LANE Am) ROSE AND I WERE TO HAVE MET WITH' HoWELL..;.JONES IN BoNN ON MoNDAY OF 
THIS WEEK. IT WAS MY HOPE THAT, SINCE HE IBONLY A RESTITUTION MAN -- AND NOT 
CULTURAL RESTITUTION --- HE WOULD HAVE THE GOOD SENSE TO CALL IN ALTHEA WEST
LAND •. (SHE IS BACK IN THE BRITISH ZONE, BUT NO LONGER WITH CULTURAL'MATTERS, 8XN 

SINCE THE BRITISH CLOSED OUT IN DECEMBER). UPON MV RETURN 'FROM BERLIN -I 'WAS 
IN AMSTERDAM ON RESTITUTION MATTERS OVER THE WEEKEND -.1 TELEPHONED HoWELL
JONES'AND IN THE COURSE OF' THE CONVERSATION SAID THAT I WOULD BE GLAD IF' HE • 
rELT THAT MRS. WESTLAND MIGHT BE CALLED IN FOR OUR MEETING (I INSISTED ON 
HOLDING IT - AND THE DATE SET IS MAv 1ST) IN WIESBADEN. HE WAS QUITE EMPHATIC 

. 	 ~~ n
IN STATING THAT THERE WAS NO POINT IN HER BEING HERE AS SHE WASil COMPETENT 

TO SPEAK - MEANING BY THAT THAT SHE WAS NOT A MEMBER OF' THE WO.RKING PARTyt 

I rOUND THIS EXASPERATING - BUT NATURALLY CAN 00 NOTHING A'SOUT IT.• FORTUNATE

LV MAy IS OUR MONTH, SO IT IS ,MY POWER TO CALL THE MEETING. THIS IS A LONG 

PREAMBLE TO WHAT I WANT TO GET AT -- NAMELY, THE LETTER WHICH HAS BEEN SENT TO 

AOENAUER, PROP8SINO THE UNILATERAL ARRANGEMENT. TH~S IS QUITE A STORY' THE 

PAPER REFERRED TO ABove TOOK NOTICE OF THE rACT THAT' IT WILL.TAKE MONTHS AND 

MONTHS TO ENACT THE NECESSARY PERMANENT LEGISLATION AT BoNN CONCERNING RESTI

T~ON;'~ IT POINTED OUT THAT THAT NEED NOT STANO IN THE WAY OF PROGRESS BEING 
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SET UP. 

MADE TOWARD THE MAIN GOA'L ,I.E. GRADUALLY GETTING THE GERMAN MACHINERY/FOR 

UNINTERRUPTED CONINU.ANCE OF" CULTURAL RESTITUTION ALONG THE WELL-ESTABLISHED 

PROCEDURES AND CONCEPTS. WHEN THAT PAPER GOT STUCK - OWING TO THE TIMING NOT 

BEING RIGHT - BILL REDRAFTED THE LETTER (~ ENCLOSE A COpy); THE FIRST DR~~T 
W:\'S DISCUSSED THOROUGHLY "itM SATTLER, HEYDENREICH" .RGlBII!:X"XNB LANE AND ME IN 

MuNICH. I DID.NOT SHOW IT TO ROSE - BUT WE TALKED OVER THE: CONTENTS AND SHE 

I NFORMED US THAT NO UN I LATERAL PLAN COULD BE CONSIDERED - THAT I T WO~LD HAVE 

TO BE TR I PARTI,TE. 1 CHECKED ON THI S WITH BI LL, EVEN THOUGH '·WJiIiB REASONABLY SURE 

THAT HE WOULD HARDLY SUBMIT A PROPOSAL FOR IvleCLOylS SIGNATUR'::: WHICH WAS NOT CON

SISTENT 'WITH NORMAL PROCEDURSSAND IN CONTRAIDITION T.oEXIST'NG AGREEMENTS. A WEEK 

AGO SAT,TI,.ER WAS' HERE (ADENAUER I N HI S APR I L 12, 19509LETTERPROPPSED SA.TTLER AS 

PRESIDENT-'OFT"HE·FUTURE·GERMAN COMMITTEE) AND I TO'OKHIM OVER TO"SEE BILL. BI:LL 

AT THAT; TIME' SHOWED ME THE FINAL DRAFT OF THE LETTER., IT HAD SUSTAINED A NUMBER OF 

CHANGES tWHIC~, LET M~ OBSERVE ,IN PASSING, HAD BEEN MADE WITHOUT CONjULTIN~' EITHER 

LANE OR ME. I BELIEVE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER I F WE HAD B'E:N CONSULTED BEFORE 

THIZ CHANGES HAD. IlEEN MADEJ BUT, DE: THAT AS IT MAY, BOTH SA'TTLER AND I POINTED OUT 

THE FACT. THAT ,THE LETTER OF APRIL.4TH DOES !iQ.!. MAKE OUFF'lCIENTLY SPECIFIC PRO

VISION ,FOR THE .BERLIN THINGS. I WISH YOU WOULD LET ME HAVE' YOUR REACTION TO THIS. 

BILL SAID THAT THE LETTER CAN BE INTERPElElTSD TO MEAN THAT WE 00 NOT WANT THE· FED

ERAL GoV' T. TO 00 ANYTHI NQ I MPR~PER ABOUT THE BERLIN' THI NOS. SATTLER AND I BOTH 

OUESTIO~ WHETH~R THIS IS SUFF"ICIENT SAFEGUARD~ BILL WENT ONTO SAY THAT IT WAS 

ADVISAB.LE TO LET ,THE LETTER .GO THROUGH IN ITS PRESENTF"ORM (FOR REASONS OF EX

PEDIENC~) AND SATTLER ADMITTED THAT THE REPL~ WHICH THIS~ft;ER WI~L PRODU~E 
CAN, I NCORPORAtE MORE SpEC I,FlC REFERENCE TO THE BERLI N THI N GS: HE PERSONALLY WOULD 

WELCOME A CLEARCUT STATEMENT FROM US WHICH WILL LEAVE NO AMBIGUiTY AS ~MJ2Ji( TO WHAT 

~ DESIRE ABOUT THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE BERLIN COLLECTIONS. '(1-.10P.E OF THAT'PR'::SENYL). 

(CONTINUED AFTER LONG INTERRUPTION) - M:lNDAY, 2~ApRIL 1951. 

ANENT THE, BERLIN THINGS - WHEN 1 SAY "WHAT WE DESIRE." I REFER T,O, THE CONTINUATION 

OF THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT WITH THE HESSIAN8 AS CUSTODIAN$ -- WHtCH IS WHAT~ THE 

PROPOSE~ GERMAN COMMITTEE ~WITH SATTLER AS PRESIDENT) ARDENTLY WISH. BUT THEY WANT 

THE STRENGTH WHICH OUR (BRITISH - FRENCH - U.S.) EXPRESSED WISHES WILL PROV,'IDE. 

SO FAR AS THE CLOSING OF THE CCP W, ESBADEN IS CONCERNED - AND THI8 18 FOR YOUR PRI
\ 

VATE EAI;! - THE IDEA OF CLOSING IT WITHIN FOUR TO SIX WEEKS IS FRANKLY RATHER A HAL

CVON NO~ION OF BILL'S THAN AN ANTICIPATED FACT. N~VERTHELESS, THE PRESENT PICTURE, 

SO FAR AS OUR 'ACTUAL HOLDINGS ARE CONCERNED,IS A FAIRLY' BRIGHT ONE. WE 00 NOT HAVE 

THE PROBLEM WHICH LANE HAS OF EXTENSIVE SCREENING. OURS IS RATHER THE PROBLEM OF 

FIGURING OUT WHAT TO 00 WITH MATERIAL WHICH APPEARS TO BE HOMECEB6 AND WILL BE HOME~ 
LESS FOR AN INDETERMINATE TIME. FORTUNATELY, ,THROUGH 1I:>lFORMATION RECEIVED !'"ROM VOU 

IN THE ~ORM 00 DEPT. CABLES, WE NOW HAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO COVER THE CATEGORIES IN

VOLVED. I IT Is ONLY THE PROBLEM OF THE ACTUAL PROCESSING OF THE RECEIPTS ETC. WHICH 

WILL TAKE THE TIME - AND "FOUR TO SIX WEEKS" IS TOO OPTIMISTIC AN ESTIMATE. BILL 

'HAS SEEN SO DISTURBED ABOUT THE MUNICH SITUATION - I.E. THE: FACT THAT LANE (IZI'UnE 

PROPERLY) INSISTS ON DOING THE SCREENING JOB DOWN THERE THOROUGHLY AND NOT JUST 'US

ING A "RULE OF THUMB" (AS BILL PROPOSED). BytlRULE OF THUMS n 'I MEAN APPLVIN'Q A GIVEN 

TEST TO SEVERAL DIFFERENT CASES (PICTURES). LANE RIGHTLY SAYS THAT YOU CAN'T SOLVE 

THE PROBLEMS SO EASILV. EACH ONE REQUIRES INDIVIDUAL INVESTIGATION. BILL AUTHORIZED 

EMP~ING SEVERAL DEALERS WHOM LANE WANTED TO INTERROGATE. FOR aXAMPLE, THERE ARE 

THREE OR FOUR (MAYBE AS MANY AS SIX) SUCH PERSONS WHO HAVE VALUABLE BACKGROUND IN

FORMATION. IT IS ONE THINO TO WRITE THEM ANDASK THEM PROVIDE DATA -- QuiTE ANOTHER 

TO SAY THAT FOR,A CERTAIN FEE WE EXPECT THEM TO COOPERATE. THAT IS NOW BE,NG DONE 

AND IT HAS SPEEDED UP THE SCREENING. BESIDES THAT HERR ,VON SCHMIDT AND 1 HAVE BEEN 

IN ~NICH AND HERR VON S. (WHAT A l'REABURE HE IS~) MADE A FEW SUSSESTION8 AS TO 
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RaJI'lNE OFf"lCE PROCEOURE WHICH HAS'SERVED TO ACCE-LERATE: THEWQl WORK BEING DONE 

BV LANE'S STAFF O~ IDENTIFIERS AND INVESTIGATORS. THUS WE PLY BACK AND FORTH BE~ 
TWe;EN HERE AND MuNICH - SO OF'TEN SOMETIMES THAT I FEEL THAT I AM MEETING MVBEL~ ON 

THE WAY BACK! HoWEVER, THE ENERGY SPENT 16 WELL SPENT AND WE ARe: PERCOLATING PROPERLY 

~ 	 -IF NOT AS ATOMICALLY AS BILL WOULD PERHAPS LIKE! PERSONALLV, I BELIEVE THAT BI,LL 

WILL NOT BE', HASTV - MY REASON F"OR SAVING THIS IS THAT ONE OR TWO REMARKS FROM HIM IN 

THE PAST ~EW DAYS INDICATES THAT HE MUST HAVE RECEIVED WN INQUIRV FROM ALEX KIEFER OR 

SOMEONE ELSE: IN WAS~INQTON AS TO WHAT THIS NEW~ PROPOSAL (ENCLOSED LETTER) I'S ALL ABOUT. 

Now THAT THE AUSTRIAN COMPLEX IB NEARINQ COMPLETION (LANE'S BABV), WOULD IT NOT 


BE DESIRABLE TO BRING UP +HE QOESTION OF THE PROPERTIES OF" KASSEL, KIEL AND L6eECK 


WHIcH ARE STILL BEING HELD IN AUSTRAl. I TALKED THIS OVER WI~H BILL AND HE MADE THE 


F"OLLOWING StJGGESTION' THAT I DRAFT A ~ABL~ TO THE DEpARTMENT (WHICH Inl:!SSUME MEANS 


ONE ARDELIA HALL) PROpOSING THAT "'UqXX~~iXXMg AUSTRIAN RESTITUTioN 1~7NEARING COM


PLETION AND;WE WI,LL HAVE MATERIAL TO SEND BACK TO THEM~ IN THE NEAR ~UTURE, WOULD IT 


NOT BE DESI RA8LE TO REQUEST THE AUSTRI ANa TO TAK,!'7 STEPS TO R~TURN THE KASSEL, L~BECK 

AND KIEL PROPERTIES. IN THIS CONNECTION, I AM SENDING HERE\VITH PHOTOCOPIES OF THE 


FI LES WE HAYE ON THI S SUBJECT. As YOU WI LL 'SEE, THER,E ApPEARS TO BE SOME g5-90 ITEMS 


F"ROM KASSEL (THIS INCLUDES 5 RUBENS,6 VAN DVCKS, AND -4 REMBRANDTS" TO MENTION THIt 


MORE NOTABLI~ ITEMS), IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF JOO FROM L8BECK, AND SOMETHING LIKE 


g5 FROM KIEL. THIS IS A MATTER VERY DEAR TO GERMAN HEARTS. HEVDENREICH IN OUR LAST 


MEETING BROUGHT UP THIS SUBJECT. WILL YOU ~ET HAVE YOUR IDEAS ON THIS? 


I HOPE THAT I HAVE TOUC'HED UPON THE MAIN POINTS - SAVE ONE' THE BERLIN pteTuRES. 

AFTER AN EX~ENSION FROM JANUARY 1ST TO APIlLL., 1ST, THE FEDERAL GIV'T HAS FORMALLV OE

MANSOED THE RETURN OF" THE PAINTINGS TO WIES8AOEN. No ACTION F"ROM BERLIN. MUCH REACTION 

ON THE GERMAN RADIO -- FOR EXAMPLE, REUTHER HAS BEEN QUOTED AS PRONOUNCING DRAMATICALLY 

THAT eo LONGAS HE LIVES THOSE PICTURES WILL NOT LEAVE BERLlN,~ IN CONNECTION WITH THIS 

I ENCLOSe: COPIES OF ARTICLES FROM THE WIANCHEBTER GUAROIAN AND T,HE LONDON TIMES. BoTH 

WERE F"ORVAROEO TO ME BY ALTHEA WESTLAND. WHEN J TALKED TO HER THE OTHER OAV - LAST WEEK

SHE ASKED ME IF" I HaD AlipRllII'ATE LINEIlTO WASHINGTON. WHEN I SAID I 010, SHE SAID SHE 

HOPED I'D MAKE USE OF IT ANE~T THE BERLIN THINGS. SO I DO SO. A SPECIAL FACET OF" TH~ 
BERLIN PROBLEM IS THE MATERIAL WHICH BELONGS' TO THE KAISER FRIEDRICH KUNST VEREIN-

THE: PRESENT BERLIN SHOW CONTA'NS 8 PAINTINGS QNO 5 SCULpTURES WHICH BELONG TO THE 

VEREIN (Nos.1I,Zl,22.,60,Q,2,L.Qg,l2Q"J.32.i AND Nos.15, 17,19, ~O, 21 - THESE LAST F"IVE 

BEING THe: SCULPTURES). 1 HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO GIVE AN APPOINTMENT TO THE ATTORNEV 

F"OR THE KUNST VEF'EIN (THE MAN F"ROM BERLIN ,WHO REpn",SENTS THE VERE,N WANTS TO COME 

DOWN FRO'M BERLIN) TO DISCUSS THE MATTER. I TALKED TO BILL AND TOLD HIM THAT I SAW NO 

POINT IN so DOING BINCE WE HAVE NOT CHANGED OUR ATTITUDE ABOUT THEse THINOS -- TEO 

HAVI NG WRI TTEN AT LENGTH ON THE SUBJECT' MONTHS AGO. 1 BEL,I EVE' THAT THE I SGUE INVOLVES 

A TOTAL OF 6, THINGS WHICH THE VEREIN OWNS - I.E. THINOS BOUGHT WITH VEREIN MONEY. AN~ 
AS I UNDERSTAND IT, THESETHING8 ARE THE PROPERTY OF THE VEREIN -!iQ.!. THE MuSEUMS. 

DONI, YOU AGREE THAT WE SHOULD NOT LEND AN EAR TO THE HOLLERINGS OF THE VEREIN PEOPLE? 

THAT WAS TED's 'STANO IN THE MATTER. (INcIDENTALLV, THE LOCAL VEREIN ATTORNEY - 1£. 

WIESBADEN NOT BERLIN~ - IS A VERY OBJECTIONABLE LETT WHOM I 00 NOT CARE TO TANGLE WITH! 

I 	 AM SURE THAT NOT ALL LATVIANS ARE LIKE HIM. AT ANY RATE I HOPE NOT.) 

SPRING HAS COME TO WI ESBAOEN - AT LONG LAST - AND HOW WONOERF"UL IT 18 H!;:Rd " WAS 


VESTERDAV AT WOLF6GARTEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER.' IN THE P.M. WE TOOK A DRIVE TOWARD THE 


OOENWALD TO_SEE THE SPRING BLOSSOMS - REMINDEOME OF "BLOSSOM SUNDAY" IN THE SANTA 


CLARA VALLEY IN CALI FORNIAl 1 STILL HOPE THAT SOMETHING MUTUALLVSATIS!="ACTORY BE


Gf'~,6ING ROME WILL EVOLVE - UNTIL THEN 1- SHALL REMAIN DIS'CREETLY SILENT~ 


WITH BE~T QREETINGS, 

THOMAS C. HoWE, JR. 119945 
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""~':, ""'~.,',.'j.
.Mr.~S·.'L:'·Fa150D 

::" ~:;" ' ••":'·I:"'~~~'Jr," ":' ',." ",.\ , '.·'·f... ' .... . ~: 
"~"" ;..", 

··Munf~hcen\ral ic~IIJcilng·?6itit 
019B.- }.fO 407;,A , ",'" ,,< .,.~ . 

.c/o ,poiitill<iGter.;~r~e.w ;Y6tk;rlN .Y~; . 
• ,,-,:,.," '..,: ' : •. , ". '.... :.)1; : -, '.t.. ; .... !II 

De'u.r,La... ,.,pe,. 
(. ;, 

{',': ..... '~f:.: "',J;) 'i.E ,. :~·,'l'··L~.r:.rn.": ;:"::(:":,~'f'~m i:;, ·'!';.·r.t-~.::.:( 
~t,' , ,'1" ' ~. .' , ·"I·... :::}'! i:" 1';,':':: :/..t'..~', •.,{t,:'J}' l!~~L-:,.·_/.;;,:'-:" \.:~J ?~',1',:.\':.:·5 ,. :",~ :'.':, 

". ... :I; h:.1"'l6,~your~.,'9f ..fe)i)J?~ry ~"~O~ ~q.l ,Toll!·,~·;~~glli.f:J.9~9t·,j..p'~sq.e:preqip'=':\i, 
:. tatr;d Q,y my/last. He wl11 get the "long 'letter this., tif.ile, in,_ view of. 
the nLl:iiber of new; questions he' has'raised and will probably send you a 
copy, ~o I 'r;:!.ll confine this to the quest.~()ni~of /t.l;u~ Linz film8. .. / 

I c"a't gi',e you much hal~) on this question, because I'm,v~/r 
actu<l.:~ly ,:WW f',ny ~f the famous f1lrll myself and didn't knOll until you 
mention~d 1t t!"\~: t a. 3.3t or prints ht'.d been m~4~,,:fr;o~":\,i ~ .;Utlt11()it 1i~~S 
brought to :uy .!.ltt::~ntion sn01'Uy before your arrival that the fLhs ~'.'ere 
~~le6;dl'y in the !:wfe irl Steve' 9 Amerike Hau!! office, I was ah'8.ys. under 
the . b.i)r·~ ~!Z.ion th~lt the filllls, fro(;l the time of t.lle 1949 turnover, ~ere 
ir. custody c.f' '!it~l~r Dr. Hoffmenn or Dr. !:lal!ir's.;.F'ischElr, becaus~ tH:::;s 
1\tju-'r ',","". """·1·:,~r;(,j........ f.'"'~. ~; wJ.~· .', • on.4 th~'Q for 80'lle- ..~ .... •t'" }./"ve been YlQrldng t,'n~ ;t··tr:'·'ward-..; 'I'l~ •••• ,.I ..... ~_. ~,' .1. ~ Q.~ .s. 

I be]:ieY~3 thd Edgar BreJtenb[{ch conBulted them e.t tile tine ilia w-v-.s 
advi9l:1.tr on ;Jroble;Js connect'3u, 'tilth the turnover and he filay be uble to 
reeall !.',CC~1!"1~·t.e detu113. At t~lo tim~ I dlscoveredth.e absence',bf the 
f' illits, ~~!unslng W:.:S in Americti and. Q,'i his return '>i'CS almost siUiilltanoous 
with your 3r!"i'l':l.1 r nr.tul"'1lly could donott1ing i'urther about. it. Wa 
very oft,-m from \'\1esbade:o rf,~uel3ted information based on tha fil;as right 
uf to t~le time of:ny depa.rtute, and generally got the anSWt)rtl 'He Heeded, 

. though it is pE:irhaps p033ible thtlt this infQr.1lHtion hlld prElvioLlsly been 
trs~sferred from the films to the property oards and .therefore didntt 
nacessi tate reference to the flltls themselves. nerr' von SctL'Uidt can 
undoubtedly recall very accurately tile details of the::io cor~sult~tions, 
'ihicll were mostly made by him to Dr. Hoffmann. 

You can determine locally whether there 'liouid be ar~y point in ques
tioning the girl ~ho got involved with Toric and now lives in Colo~ne. 
Tllere is a remote possibility tht.t she might in pique have concC:.lalf:td the 
films. The three people on our' side who should i".now most about taeill in 
rec~nt years are Munson, Breitenbach arid Stuart Leonard. I am certain 
they were intact when Stuart left. Edgar must be very well acqu~inted 
with the lihole history. AsI never had any-personl.ll.lmeetings with the 
Austrian contingent I can't profitably speculate on ,,-hether suspicion 
should fall in that direction, but I am inclined to think in viett of the 
wU.d lnaccurttcy of their dEUUfl.rches to V/ashington that they could not huve 
ha:dpossession or any documenta,tion· so detailed e.s the films. 

I hesitate to make unkind remarks about steYe but, unless the. 
German neighbors around the corner of the balcony are lying, they were 
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:~t\.!~~.~:c;. l.'l~ .~~l,:·~
extremely positlve in stating to me th!~t he had transferred 'the whole 
set or: negstives to hiB Amerikc. Haus <;>ffice for s,.fe...kl3sping. His. 
secretary, ~S6 Wiesmnller, is not only the most knowledgeable about 
the'lIhgle history of the Munich Colleoting Point but is I believe BCrup
u:+,ou~,lt"hon~~;t.~:, +.t:,you haven't already talked with her on this subject, 
it, .()uld'J)(j,advie~ble, ,to "liQ; "so.. ' 
".:..'~~,.<\. '~4 " .....~,,! .~, • ,I "~"" \., ,.~', ~"": ',-* '~;:;.:.) ~, 

,',I ..I,c,a,~,,66~,'~'4it,:t~;"~,, copy. 0(: this to Tom to spare you the effort of 
having 'to dti.pllc~, te ita:l:l~"'"'' 

., :,~' F'~~z'l ~iit.~~natein. who 'isa very faithful oorrespondent, writes 
that he h~8 very, much enjoyed you &nct JO,dyaltho):lgh he fears, you gO.t a. 
,b,e..;). iwpre'asion'wpetl' ,lie' 'c'aye'd 1IfaVihe' F'asch1ng'partY" when he' was"'colning 
iio~h.·ilith f'lu:. ", '!.... '.',,!,;: ':"':"" > :"',,:.}'.:,',:.;~ .:;",':,' ',:.:" 

:,,': ,:,:, '.'! .· ..l):.>~·~::, ").':::"' _:' , 
, i " I '" .' 'Yours":evier'~ 
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CENTRAL, COLLECTING POINT 


ivlUNICH 


ARCIS STRAISE, 10. 

, APRI L 1951. 

MISS ARDELIA HALL 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ITffl PENNSyuiAN I A, AVE., 
 " '" 
WASHINGTON ~, D. C. (VIA T. C. HOWE, CCP, WIESBADEN) 

DEAR ARDELIA. 

THERE WAS A GOOD MEETING HERE FRIDAY, MARCH 16tHI BILL DANIELS, SATTLER, 

~EYDE:NR,EICH, HoF'FMANN, AND I. OUT OF IT CAMe: SOME PROBLEMS. 


(I) 	AUSTRIA - THE"AuSTRIAN COMPL£X ll 'TEMS COMPRISE THE BIG MAJORITY OF 
THINGS YET TO BE PROCESSED. WE HAVE,SO F'AR IDENTIFIED NOT MORE THAN 
750 OF THEM (TH,IS "GURI!: TO Bit REVISED UPWARD SINCE THE PRESENT LETTER 
WAS ORIGINALLY DRAFTED MORE THAN TWO WItEI<S AGO), BUT I ANTICIPATE THINGS 
WILL GO MORE SW/'TLY, NOW THAT WE ARE ROLLING. IN ADDITION, WE HAVE 
CARDS FOR 500 ODD LINZ ITEMS AT W, ESBADEN - BECAUSE THE DOCUMENTATION 
IS NOW THERE. IT WiLL Be: PURELY ARTIF"lCIAL TO SAY, THE WORK IS "FiNISHe:D" 
AT ANY GIVEN TIME. I HAD TO 'OASH BILLtS HOPIi:S THAT ALL WOULD BE OVER BY 
MAY ":'5TH. We: CAN ONLY PROCe:ED PICTURE BY PICTURE, AS GROUPS OF ITEMS ARIi: 

"., 

THE EXCEPTION. (We: HAVE NO LIBRARIES TO GIVE AWAY,AS IN WIe:SBAOe:N.) 


OBVI~USLY, THE MORE WE CAN IDENTIF'Y BY "T~E END" - WHENEVe:R THAT IS 
THE ~ETTER. BUT THERE WILL BE Le:FT-OVERS, MAYBE IN SUBSTANTIAL QUAN

TlTy'.THEN I AM UNDER ORDERS TO HAND TwlS OVER TO AUST,RIA. Is THAT CORRECT? 


'AND ;10 USFET, TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, 0_ TO THE AU8TRIAN GOVERNMENT? '. 
PLEASE ,GIVE ME YOUR OPINION, AS IT WOULD ~e: AWFUL ,TO MAKE A MISTAKIi:. 

'NOTICE THE SILLINESS OF THJS, UNAVOIDABLE AS IT MAY BEI,'WE GIVE OVER THE":;:""''' 
OBJECTS, BUT THE: DOCUMENTATION IS IN WASHINGTON (U!-TIMATELY), COPIES' IN, 
MuN (CH :TREUNANDSCHAFT. A CLA I'M COMES TO AUSTR I A I';ORSOMETHI NQ THEY, HAVE; .' 

, BUT IT''i~Y CANtr POSSIBLY PROCESS IT. OR A·,CLAIM,CO,MES TO MUNICH, AND WlJ-' 
'NICHCANONLY ADVISE V,ENNA. 

(2) 	OBJECTS FREELY ACQUIRED 11\1 AUSTRIA DURING ANSCHLUSS, By A-2047 (5.1.51), 
PARA (E), I MUST HOLD UP RESTITUTION IF CONSIDERED GERMAN PROPERTY. (I .QSL 
CONSIDER SUCH THINGS GERMAN, IN ABSENCE OF ANY INDICATION OF CONFISCATION 
OR FORCED SALE.) By A-2~4 (".1.51), PARA " RESTITUTION TO AUSTRIA IS 

LEF'T TO MY DISCRETION. PROBLEM: DOES THIS FlE:SCIND RESTRICTION Of" DI.,SPOSI
TION TO GERMANY OF WHAT I CONSIDER Ge:RMAN? I THINK IT DOES, BUT I NEED 
AUTHORIZATION. IN OTHER WORDS, I CAN REF'USE TO RESTITUTE TO AUSTRIA, BUT 
MAY I REST-I TUTE SAME TO GERMANY? ' AND UNLESS" I CAN" WHAT HAPPENS TO THESE 
rHI NGS'? 

(,) 	FINAL REPORT ON RESTITUTION OF AUSTRIAN COMPLEX: (THIS I DISCUSSED WITH 
BILL DANIELS ALONE.) I SEEM TO BE THE ONE BEST QUALIFIED TO WRITE IT; 
BUT THE TIME TO DO IT WOULD BE A!'"TER THE OPERATION IS FINISHED (,N WHAT
EVER MANNER). THIS WILL TAKE SOME TI~E. I CAN DO IT WHEREVER THE DOCU

. MENTATION IS AVAILABLE. AND THAT WOULD BE EITHER MuNICH OR WIESBADEN, 

. AFTER WE GET ALL AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION BACK TOGETHER AGAIN THERE. WASH
INGTON IS A POSSIBILITY, BUT I DONIT QUITE VISUALIZE HAVING ALL THE DOCU
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MENTATION THERE TO WORK WITH. 

Mv WIL.L.IAMB BAL.ARV ONL.V BEGINS IN SEPTEMBER AND,AS YOU ,KNOW, " UNDER
TOOl< THIS JOB ON MORE NEARL.V A VEAR',S BASI S THAN A 81 X MONTHS' BAS I S. Ip-

I CANNOT 'BE TRANSFERREti TO SO~E OTHER DIVISION, HERE (AFTER PROPERTY FOL.DS) 
TO COMPL.ETE THIS WORK, WHAT CAN VOUBUGGEBT1 COUL.O BRING THE Ig,OOO "Aus_ 
TRAIN COMPL.EX II CA~DS - ANC' THe:: FOL.OERS REL.ATING TO SAME - TO WASHINGTON, AND 
PERHAPS WITH WHAT YOU HAVE MAKE OUT THERE. 

SRI,NG AL.L. THI,S UP NOW TO AvOID A TERRI SL.e: SCRAM6L.E L.ATER. 

WITH ~INOe::ST R€GARDS, ,I AM 

SINCEREL.V, 

S. ~Ne: FAISON, JR. 
DIRECTOR~ CCP, MuNICH. 

(P.s. 	 THIS L.ETTER TYPED AT WIESsAOEN BV TCHJR AT REQUEST OF LANE. 
IT BHOUL.D HAVe: BEEN SENT OVER TWO WEEkS AGO. OEL.AV WAS oC
CA~ioNED BV FACT ~HAT TCHJi MISUNDERSTOOD W~ROINQ O,:LANE1S 
"COVERING L.ETTER" WHICH ACCOMPANIED HIS ORAF'T OF THE ABOVE.) 

, 1199 ,1 (J
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,._ AOORbS OP'PICIAt. c::Q1\1:MUHrCAnOHS Yo 

THE SECRETARY OP' STATE 
WASH'i~~ON Z!. c. c. 

! DEPA:RTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

'.. \' ~", ,'. . 

, ,,:','1 

AIR MAIL;, : . , , t'."::~ I..' 

" '": 
.t,,, " 

PERSONAL February 14, 1951 . }.: - ~ 

" ,"Dear. Tom: :1, ,. 


'. :: .... ":' .., " , 


Many tbanks,:.for~ your,letter. 'of '::i!:ebrua:ny'?,,'. I' ;ha..sten t'i:FteJ;l 

you,that·:I ha,re: ,been .workingontoo"'re·cover;<,T.of,thepaiiitingof.' 

St. Katherine, attributed to Ruben~, for sometime. The present 

difficulty lies in the fact that the member of the Los ~les 


police, forcs .. who', hasthe"painting:irr,;hts 'possession Marlow refused 

to ,surrender it voluntarily.' and.a;:ne\'1"azmroacn M.B.eto' be made~ :.AJ3 

I have ~ole responsib.ili ty in the recovery of looted \-lorks of art 

in the Uni ted States and work with 'the'...cobperation of the Treasury 

])epartmEmt and the Department of Justice in these matters, 'it will 

be' preferable if all 'informa.tion or inqu~.r~i?s~~,; chann,eled throu@l 

this office. I do not mind your w:ri ting:'».to",.·J:Jr.':,;';:~irBlentiner, but I 

have dealt with lvlr. James B. Byrnes, Curf1:~.9r,ofContemporary Art, A.t 

'the Los Angeles Musewn p...nd the lvluseum is no longer necessarily in
volved in the case. This is particularly true now, 'since the:,man 
holding: the painting, a Hr. J. P. Frary, ha.'s, now retaihed',:8. la\vyer. 
In the pa.st, lltlgar Breitenbach has dealt directly with claimants 
even after he left the Hunich CCP and by and large it, is to be pre
ferred that sllch dealings only be on an official basis by Treasury or 
Justice officers. 

i.lith regard to the letter received from Heinrich Amersdorffer, I 
will fOI:wsrd it to Edwin Taggart, Chief of the His~orical Property 
Division, ,Department of the Army, for whatever information he can 
give us. I believe he ITk~y already know about this claim. ' 

\vith rOgf'lrd the Berlin oa.intings, I M.ve leFlrned froffiMrs. Irene 
Kt1hnel,who is now in VTashiugton, that a further extension' of the loan 
exhibition after the announced closing date of Harch 31 me.y be requested. 

Mr. Thomas Howe, Jr., 

CultLlral Affairs Advi sor , 


OLe Hesse, 

APO 633, c/o Postmaster, 


New York, New York. 
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~/,~pproval of the Department. when Ted Heinrich was here wa.s 
gt_"n-Y'for the loan of these paintings to Berlin only conditional upon 
the cqmpletion of the Museum in Dahlem where they could be properly 
and s~fely housed, the extension .of,the loan - should HICOG request 

/" r it;he"i~p.artment IS' approval ~ \'lould require cl~e a:ppropria~e 
divisions of GER.. , 

',:"'~l:.::.::<';~1'\~!'. e. ,. '~:'",',~">.",,,, ... ,,,,. :;>:~.. '! !,'j:',":

'. '.' As'perhaps you know from a recentletter;~hfCh' r·'sent,tb Lane, 
I have. called ~d Rousseau on the telephone and askedhilll to ship the 
:t.r.IlDk,o.fArt Looting Investigation Unit papers.to l'lashington. I have 
ruso ~ent a meniorandurrl' to Fred Shipman, Chief of the Records Division, 

.·~~~'~'··~~~~~,~~~~~!1~~:~h~~~f~~~?;~~;.~~~j@?~~6~~i~~~n in 
,r;~ ~,~tX:L;::::U.~:. !"':; y.. ' ,..., ·t.,';: .. ,., . .... .1....;;: :~';;l ,; :: 5, m;' ','" .:;:£;,;~ i : ';i:::~: ,;,:::j 

~~~~~~~:~~i~;l~~~~~~t~~;~~i:!(#~t~~;;:l~~.~~,; 
.' . 

!':'~':.~.,,'r":' 

I\~~t~~') "'::;;:'t:~.;, ;, 
j.;; nr:: :lJ;'Arclef:I;13!R'.':"I:IBiI! 

:'Ar'ts:!W'\MonlUtie-nt'si~Officer 
/\'{.:: ' :,', ::'~"~;~ :,'.:' ~j :., 

. "I' "::' ,;., 

ARH:mros 
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THOMAS' C. HOWE, JR. 
\ o lC HESSE 

, A. P.O. 633,- U.S. Air Force 
CENTRAL COLLECTING. POINT clo Postmaster, N. Y. C. 
LANDE!:.iMJSEUM, wi ESBAOEN, 16. 

15FEBRUARV 1951. 

DEAR ARDELIA' 

As I AM LEAVING FOR, A QUICK TRIP TO FRANKFURT 'N A LITTLE WHILE (TO 

SEE EDGAR BREITENBACH), THIS WON'T BE THE LENGTHV AND DELIBERATE LETTER 

WHICH I WOULD LII<E TO WRITE.INANSWI!:R TO'THC TWO GOOD ONES I HAD FROM 

YOU VESTERDAY - GIVEN MF: AT THE STAP',rMEETING BV KEN DREMAN. THANKS SO MUCH 

F'OR LETTING ME I<NOW THE STATUS' OF" TH'E"BERMANN F'SCHER P'SSABSO "QuAI MALA

QUAIS,?RINTEMPS".IN THIS CONNECfioN;':I'ENCLOBE A PHOTO WHicH I OBTAINEO 

P'ROM THE OFF"lCES OF FI SCHER VERLAQ'{T'HEY' ARE A BI G AND WELLKNOWN PUBL'I SHINC3 

FIRM, AS YOU DOUBTLESS kNOW) WH.L£'l'WAS" IN FRANKF-URTVESTERDAV. F,SCHER HAD 

THI a LEAF'LET (ENCLO'SED) PREPARED AND 'CIRCULATED AMONG VARious EUROPEAN MU

SEUMS F'ORTHE: PURPOSE OF" "ALERTINQII"THri1' IN' CASE IT TURNED UP. As YOU CAN. 

SEE, THE Ao'DREsste 24 fALK&NSTE,NERST'ji'ASSe:.'fRANKFURT AM MAIN. THE PAINTING 

IS LISTED IN VENTURI'SeOOI<ON PISSA'RRO'\;"; No., 1290. IT "~A6 TAKEN F"ROM THE 

BERMANN F,SCHER'S HOUSE IN V,ENNA IN 19~ BV THE 'GESTAPO 'AND"SO'LD (AUCTIONED) 

AT THE'OoROTHEUM THERE IN MAY 1$140., THEPAtNTING MEASURES'52 X 6, CM., fS AN 

OIL ON: CANVAS, AND'S S'GNED 190;. AcCOROING TO MRS.8ERMANN FISCHER, THE F"RST 

WORD SHE HAD OF THE PAINTING WAS AN 'iNQuiRY F'ROM HUGO PERLS ASKING IF THEV 

WERE WILLING TO SE;LL'THE PAINTING.'THEBE:RMANN F',SCHE~S, AS I GATHER, JUMPED 

TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THIS MEANT IT wAS IN NEW YO'RK. Now IT ae:e:MS MORE THAN 

LIKELY THAT' PERLS M~RELV KNOW WH~RE T~i: PI~TURE 18 - BUT THAT THE LOCATION MAV 

NOT BE NEW YORK, BUT PERHAPS MAV BEPARlth ,So, I THINK THE ONLY THING WE CAN 

DO I S TO HAVE THE. CUSTOMS PEOPLE ON"'iH£:tOOI<OUTFOR IT. I AM' I N SEARCH OF AN

OTHER PISSAARO -"THE RIVER SEINE P'ROMTH'E PONT NE.UF'"- LIKE THE B-F PAINTING 

IT IS 'A LATE WORK, DONE IN 1902; ITH'N'K!~ IT '8 CLAIMED BV A MR. WERTHHEIMER oF' 

PAR'IS 'AND THE FRENCH ARE ON OUR NECks ABOUT IT. IT I e SA I D TO HAVE SEEN SMUGGLED 

OUT OF" BAVARIA - WHERE IT WAS LABTBUMMEA -AND TAKEN TO HAMBURG, WHERE: IT 'S 

SUPPOSED TO BE IN THE HANDS OI"THE· GALE'fiIE RUDOLf' AT THE: HoTEL ATLANTIQUE THERE. 

I AM WORKING ON THIS FOR ROSE VAl:LAND.Howe:VER, THEa. TUATI ON IS DELICATE IN THAT 

THE DEALER IN HAMBURG (REPORTED TO HAVE 'POSSESSION OF' THE: PAINTING) IS KNOWN TO 

BE AWARE OF' THE F'ACTTHAT HE HA6 "HOt" GOOOS: AND IS 'NOTLIKELV TO aE CAUGHT UP 

W'TH UNLESS TA/<EN COMPLETELV U'NAWARES. I AM ENLI STI NG THE HELP OF' EOGAR 8REI TEN~ 
BACH AND HAVe: ALSO BRIEFED. MRS. WES'lLANO AT HANNOVER. IF' IT SLips THROUGH OUR 

HANDS, IT WOULD HAVE TO BE GRABBED IN Niw YOR~. HENCE· "LL GET A PHOTO AND OTHER 

DATA (IF' , CAN), SHOULD WE NOT BE A9LETORAID THEGALERIE RUDOLF' W'TH SUCCESS. 

PERHAPS , SHALL HAVE T I ME TO WR I Tlf A l:.QNGER LETTER AF"TE'R ALL' I AM GLAD 

TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SENT THE THREE:, F'Ol.J.':lERS. I SHALL BE LOOKI NQ F'ORWARD TO THE'R 

ARRII'lAL-. ANENT THE SIVIERO MATTER'- IstNT YOU A COpy OF' THE CATALOGUE FROM 

ROME, aUT SINCE YOU HAVE NOTRECEI~ED IT - I DoueT IF' IT WILL REACH YOU AT THIS, 

LATE DATE. THel:FORE, I SHALL SEND vo'v UNDER SEPARATE: COVER A TRUE, COpy OF HIS 

SCURRI LOUS FOREWORD. , I<NOW THAT TEO' F'E{,. STRONGLY THAT THE DEPARTraelll1ll SHOULD MAKIi: 

A FORMAL RE:PLY - PROTEST, OR aOMETH!NQ'O'f" THE SORT. RE HoWARD'S FILES, "LL ABI< 

BREITENBACH WHEN I SEE HIM LATER TODAV. 1 A"AD WITH VERY SPe:CIAL INTEREST THE 

ACCOUNT OF' YOUR MORNING. WiTH HOLZINGER. ,You ARE RIGHT IN THINKING THAT HE WIELDS 

CONS,tiERABLE INF'LUENCE. AND I 00 NOT THINK HEVDENREICH(WHOM LANE AND I BOTH LII<E 

VERY 
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VERY~MUCH) WOUL.D HAVE GIVEN THE IMPRESSION THAT HE SHOULD BE: PL.ACATED 


UNLESS ,HE FELT IT NECESSARY. LANE AND1As 1 SAY, CONSIDER HEYDENAEICH 


VERY MUCH A "WHITE MAN. n I AM GOING DdwN TO MJNICH TOMORr-OW AND WIL.L STAY 


'OVER:TILL WONDAY EVENING IN ORDER TO HAVE A REAL.-FOR-SURE 'NORK DAV (I.E. 

WITH :THE STAF"FA60UT) THERE. LANE AND I MANAGE TO' 00 EACH OTHER A LOT OF GOOD 

ON THESE OCCASIONAL WEEK-END CONFERENCES (WHI'eH ARE !!2.!. F'lNANCED BY THE U.S. 

Gov' T.) 'NE HOPE THAT THEY ALSOSERVt A:' UO£FUL PURPOSE SO FAR AS THE WORK GOES 

- AND I THINK THAT THEY, DO. INCIOENT'ALLY,IWAS IN PARle THIS LAST WEEKENO FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF' COLLECTING FROM ROSE'VALLAND THE TEO RouesEAu FILES WHICH LANE 

(ON THE PHONE YESTERDA~TELLS ME VOUHAVE PUT ,IN A FORMAL REQUEST "OR~. ,t LL 

TELL"ROSE THAT WE HAVE THEM ALREADV.OFCOURSE WHEN I TOOK THEM IT WAS INDI

CATED T.HAT THE FRENCH WANTECTHEM BACK, WHEN we: HAD FI NI SHED WITH THEM; aUT OF 

COUR~E THEV ARE CERTAINLY U.S. PRO~ERTY AND WERE ONL.Y ON CEPOS]T WITH HENRAUX. 

--AT' ,THIGPOINT I HAO A LONGCONvtR6ATiON WITH LANe:. WE ARE BOTH EXTREMfiLY 

GRATEFUL F"ORTHE CABLE ON THE AUSTAAIN- fH,'NGS. DR'EMAN WAS QU.lTE FUNNY ABOUT THAT 

CABLE. WHEN HE: HANDED IT TOME;;, HE,SAID,WELL 'AM AF'RAID THAT THIS ONE DOESN'T. 

DO US ANY GOOD. AnER , READ IT MV"FAct 'WAS. WREATHED IN SMIL!::S AND 1 TOLD HIM 

THAT IT COULDN'T HAVE BEEN MORE WELCOME.-' REGARDING THE BALTIC' MATERIAL - we: 
WILL EXPLORE THE POSBIIJILlTeESOF',A'"aUITABLE MUSEUM" AS SUGGESTED. IT IS MOST 

HELPFUL TO HAVE; SUCH OOCUMENTS AS' TH'OSE"CABLES G.-VI NG USA CLEAR GO-AHEAO. 

WE ARE: COMING ALONG ALL 'RIGHT WITH.OUR I'E:STITUTION' FOR EXAMPLE, WE DROPPED FRO", 

'SOME 97,000 OBJECTS TO ~,OOO,AT THE:E:NOOF" DECEMBER. Now WE ARE ON, THE Ve:ROE OF 

QETTING RID OF' A COLLECTION OF CLO.SETO',6,oOOSHEETS OF MUSIC (AND THAT IS THE, 

WAY THEY ARELI8TED - I~i. AS 5,~6b'~eJE~Te' to THE MUSIO DEPT. OF" THE'LIBRARY 

OF" THE UNIVERSITY OF" FRANKF"URT - ON-,A C0:STODIANSHIP ARRANGEMENT - SO THAT THE 

MATER'tAL CAN BE USED BY SCHOLARS AN'ci·ATTHE SAME'THEUNIVERSITV AUTHORITIES A

GREE TO RESTITUTE THEM IN CASE OF,A'L,E:G'tIMATE CLAIM (IN THIS CASE A MOST UN

LIKEL~ DEVELOPMENT). THEN WE HA~E A ~O(lECTION OF' ABOUT 7,000 BOOKS WHICH WILL 

BE GOI:NGOUT EITHER LATER THIS MONTH OR"EARLY IN MARCH. THEse: F"lGURES NOT ONLY, 

PLCASEUS - BUT THEV KEEP BILL DANIELS .~ A GOOD ~OOD~ 

A.wORI<ING PARTY ,COMPRISING HOWE:L:L-JONES FOR THE BRITISH, VALLANO FOR 

FRANCE, AND ME FOR U.S. WILL ~E MEE~ING ~ERY SHORTLY TO GO DEEPER tNTO THE 

PROPOSAo.,TO TRANSFER TO GERMAN AUSPICES~ WHEN TH,e: 'T,IME COMt!s.lN THIS CON~ , 

NECTION,'DIETER SATTLER WAS IN MYOF:F"lC£ FOR TWO HOURS LAST WEEK. HE IS TO" B.E 

THE PR'ESIDENT' OF" THE' PROPOSED GERMAN C'OMJ;.IITTEE - 'F'THR,ADENAUER PROPOSAL'S 

ACCEPTED. SATTLER IS A FINE FELLOW - A MAN I ,HAVE KNOWN SINCE 45 AND ONE WHO 

W~KED; CLOSELY WITH HAM COULTER (AND SM'VTH) IN THE ORIGINAL REPAIR OF' THE CCP 

AT MUNICH. SATTLER IS AN ARCHITE:CTWNO WAS,UNTIL HE LOST IN THE RECENT ELECTION, 

STATE SEeTY TO THE KULTUS MINIBTERIUMIN BAVARIA. ,HE WILL HAVE MORE TIME FOR 

THE: IMPORTANT DUTIES ON THO:: COMMITTEE IF' HE IS NOT ACTI'YELV IN pot.TlCS. HE, 

BV THE:WAV, IS WELL AWARE OF' CERTA'IN PECULIARITIES OF CERTAIN,PEoPL.E (HOLZINGER 

FOR EX~MPLE) ANDIS A MAN ONE CAN TALK TO AS A FRIEND AS,. WELL AS A COLLEAGUE:. 

I SHALL BE SE ING HIM THIS WEEI<E:NO'N MUNICH, 'HOPE:. LANE WILL MAkE A PATE. 

HAVE RECEIVED A LENQIIIJIV COMMUNIQUE FROM ONE RUDOLF' SALAT OF' THE BoNN J 

GOV'T ANENT F'UTURE ~ESTITUTioN PRO~EOUR~S AND THE MATERiAL THE GERMANS WILL 


NEED. BuT SINCE IT IS A QUESTION OF "PROPEF'lTY CARDS" - OF WHICH WE HAVE DUPLI


CATES A'LREADV - I THINK IT "6 NOT TOO PRESSING. I MUST .CLIP ALONQ NOW. WILL 


CONTI NUEIN MY NEXT. BEST, QREE:TtNGS - HOPE TO SEE YOU OVER HERE eOON 
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20 FEBRUARV 1951. 

DEAR AROELIA: 

I COULDN'T F"tEL SORRIE:R AT HAVING INTERVENED IN THE 


R.USENS PI CTUn.. ANO I 81 NCERE:LV HOPE THAT I HAVE NOT MUDol EO 


T'HE WATERS BY HAVING AOORESSED MY .'NQIJJ.RV TO. OR. V~ IN,'Los 


A'NOELE:S~' As YOU PROBABLV KNOW; J'MMV BYRNES 'SHARES ('OR 010 

OHARE) tiN O'F"F"lCE WI1H HIM - SO I DOUBT IF" MY LETT!':'R F"ELL INTO 


"F"ORE:IGN" HANDS •. I WROT'E AS THE"RESuLT OF" MRS. WESTLANO'S VIS

fT. IT Se:e:MS F"ANTASTIC THAT THE-PRESENT HOLOER OF" THE PAINTING 


SHOULO HAVE: RE:TAI NED A LAWVER -'aUT OF" COURSE I Db NOT 'KNOW ALL 


THe: 'F"ACE:TS, OF" THF: ·CASE:•. SO FAR AS I' AM CONCERNE:O, I AM CONTE:NT 


TO LE:T MATTERS LAY"'; KNOWING NOW THAT THE: SiTUATION IS ALTOGE:THe:R 


WITHIN YOUR CAPABLE JURISDICTION'. 'TH';I<S so MUCH F"OR pASSINO ONTO 


MR. TAGGART (PLE:ASE' RE:MEMeE~ ME' 'TO ttlM) THEINQU'RV P'ROM MR, AMEn&
OORF"F"ER. '., '" '" . 


I RETURNEO VESTER DAV EVI::N t N~'fROI'~" MuN I CH WHERE 1 SPEN T THREE 


PTOF"lTABLE: DAYS. , .OECIDEO - AS 'THE aN.OW WAS MOMENTARI LV QoNE P'ROM 


THE ~UTOBAHN - TO ORIVE: DOWN FAIDAY AtrERNOON AND A81<E:0' HEM VON 


SCHMIDT TO ao ALONG, WE LEn HERIt sHORTl.Y AnE" NOON ANO STOPPEO 


FOR l.UNCH WI TH THE HlteSItNS AT WoL~8·GA-RTEN. IT WAS A VltRV SPR I NG-LlI<E 


.. OA~, SO IT WAS A PL~AeANT TR I P .SATiiR6AY, SUNDAY AND YESTERDAY PRO

VIDE:O AN OPPORTUN$,TY TO GO OVERA"NUMSe:R OF TH'NGO 'WITH LANE" VON S. 

AND IDROVE BACK LATE VESTERDAV P .. ! • .f~ WHtL£ IN M..iN I CH LANE SHOWED Mf: 

HIS LAST LETTER TO YOU' - ,N WHICH HI\: 'AItF'ltRS TO TH'tFACT THAT I QOT 

rROM Rose VALLAf,1O THE THREE F'1l:ltS WHIOH TED RousseAU HAD TURNltO OVER 

TO~HENRAUX. As LANE MENTIONEO, R~V;"QAVE THESE TOME ~N A "LOAN" BASIS, 

ElUT IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THeV ARE A' 'PART OF' OURSA'S I C DOCVMItN'!'AT I ON AND 

THAT THE:V BELON G. wi TH us. "LL S'T~AljQHTENTHr's OUT WI TH Rose: THE NEXT 

TIME 1 SIi:E HltR •. THAT SHouLos!\: BIi",'~i"L'ONci AS I THINK.THE SOONER WE HAVE 
P 

A CONF"ERENCE '(VALLAND F"ORF'RANCE.H6WELL-JONES F"6R THE: BRITI'8H} AND . 

TCH FOR THE U.s.) 'N ANTi(n~ATION' OF' THE EGTASLiSHMENlIOF' PLANS PREPARA

TORY TO TURNING THE THINGS OVER to THE GERM~NS, tHE BETTE:R. ROSE VALLANO 
I SANXIOUa TO- ....;,.VE· A GET-TOGEr'HER AND·,IWoULD L I KE:I T FAI'SONANO I CAN 

GO IlIp" TO &RL.IN· F'ORTI:'I16 PaBP9SE'N' THE NEAR ,F"uTliRe. . 
! ",.. ',' ." ". 

, , 

'How ARE:'VOUR PI.ANa FOR A T.Rf? to ITALV PRO!1RI::SSING.I ASSUME- AND 

HOPE CORR~CTL'f.:", THAT YOU WILL'INCLUDE: MJNICH AND WI ESSAOEN ON YOUR 

CIRqU'T. 1 CiONI,T BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ANVTHING ELSE OF' TERRlrlC VR":' 

OENCY AT THE MOMENT -'so I'LL rAiL TO WORK ON THE PReLlMI ARle::S THAT A~
WAYS PRE:CEOe: TH~':, WIi!D~e:SOAY M9RNING. STAr:'F' MI!ETtNGiN FRANKF"UAT • 

. Be:ST ,QRli!eT IN QS, 


MlssAAOELIA R. HAl.l,: 


DEPT. O'F" STATE, WASHINGTON 

',1 
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Wlssbaden, GerrJll.ny
3 	Gutanoergplats 

Lateat developments l'~g$\rding COP matteps after Mr. S.L.Fl'tieon lott 
. Muniob: 

Filea: 	Mr. ]htJink }H ller in OIlQ of the first oonVlul>sl\tlo!le,'llhgn I <sume 

btlck ~m Munioh requested.& ahori PQPO~ Oil !D.l1 tiles, 'r\'hioh 

I oubmitt~d th~ next day. Mr. M. 1s aware th&t ~ll au~rent tiles 

wItb t}, tew exceptions &PIlJ now in my office available• 


. IHlf)s froUl Mr. HOVlll' f.l ottice ( 2ftIs ca.blnats) are paoked in 
eo bl').nded 'box Itnd:put in ~&tQ in the "t.re!l.sllr'ei-oom" W1,;.)abf.l(1an 
L~.ndesruUtHiumt whioh Is atlll under our oontrol. Thi6 ct-sa will 
be ~hipped to Mr. BNitenb·~oh· f) Offloe as .900n 6.0 Mr. B. 16 b:1.ck.· 

The tl1es on current In!4.ttera a:lvell me by Mr. Faison In Munich 
h~v~ b~en h&ndc&rriod by me ~nd locked in ~r. B~eItanbaoh'a 
111e cabinet. 
The tl1el) whioh were sent fro1%l Munioh ( Lt.Pioo1nl) have arrived 
a.t Fra.nkfurt( lire Ba.key t oftlee). !hey 11.1'9 paoked in 13 C~Ge9 
whiob f3.X"e now stol'ed In the b~sementot the IG Building. I ha.Te 
S9an tham. ArJ. r:loon (l.S Mr.S. ls b6.ok, wo must eta.rt with the 
unp P.cklng. In Munioh two file-shipments were prep3N:1, one for 
MiSS B~ll and ona for Hr-Br.-!s our lists indioate th~ destination 
and d'.uJo1'1ptlon at thQ tlles"lfnd not the Oa.maNo. a 1t W~.S not. 
!Jon~iblf) tor 139 to ascertn.1n wetber the;) ehil'ment ·to Mi Sa Hall 
bas a.1l'8!'.dy s911flr.-l.ted ft'OlD the Ol\aes now stored 1n th~ BIeOa
ba.S!)nt9nt or not. An un:p1\t:k1ng befol"ft tho .,.etu1"!l 01' Mr. Br. WilS 
un'I.~dv1s,.tb19 ,,1 th l"egard to th >a ~rtorR.ge-r;'P9.09. 

Mlorotl1mat.I saw Mr. Bakeyon ihl$ Bubjeot. they apg not yet readY. 

I MQU9sted MrCl Bekey urgently to dellVIi)l' the tI1ms to lir. 

Br. a.s Goon 0.3 thay 1l.1'Q l'eadJ ,\.a.nd not liH,nding tham to 

Munioh as the Munioh ott1o~ 13 deaert9d ~\ ~reSQAt. 


Miorofilmlng ot the proPlIl'ty o'arda tor S~lzburs at Fm:.nkfurt 

I Bhould not peoo~mend~o ~void further comr-lio~tlons. 

Munioh files 209 &210 4190 mtlll 1n our hands ( 1n one ot 

the 15 o~ae& at HICOG) but will stlll not be forgotten. 


German 	·CorumltteQ: A r91,ly tx-om JUlenl"u,OJD dld.3uly 27 to li1r.MoCloy· Blatter
1\ 	 of AJ,:trl1 16 W!l.S t'ooo1vQd by Hr. MillQr t B oftice on 

ona 01' tho first d~lG of thiS month.- On SaturdaYISapt;)mber 8, I ".!I.8 oall ad to Frankfurt by lb·. D!lR els 
who dr~ttQd a ra8~on3e top Hr.UcCloy's BIgn~tul'a to 
Adanl\U9P. By ol"aer ot Mr. D. I oalled Munich in order 
to IntoI'll D~. Sattler 5.bout the doviJlopmsnts '.l.nd the 
proposed -pSIIly of Mr.MoC10y.Dl'.S8.ttltut ',," was not 111. 
KOllda.Yt Se'Pt. 10 I Wl\S cl\lled 8.gain. MEt. Di\n101s baa 
dtaatt9d, n.nothel" 19tt91'. Than I oR-lled A.ga.in Hunlch 
and got hold ot Dr. Sl!l.t tIer 111tom1ng hlm,~bQut the 
appiv~l of tba AdGn~uer letter ~nd ~adlng him the 
main ~&~tB Of th~ dr~ttad ~gply of' Yr. MaCloy. ( The 
oonn>9otion w~s v,;<)ry bad) I 'kaow that Mr. Do &lso ~ttGd 
two lettel's to )/1'Of'. Shuster ud Dr. HaDaD to inform 
thtm ot the. proposed t1l..~-over of \h€b !r~ulla9ndars()~{\tt.1I 

119957 

http:r~ulla9ndars()~{\tt.1I
http:KOllda.Yt
http:rtorR.ge-r;'P9.09
http:a.1l'8!'.dy
http:ascertn.1n
http:GerrJll.ny


,- 2

Of BI1V1l.!Jia ~nt't Hease to the Pedel';'.l Republio. Mr. D. pr-omlaad me tbat 

I should get cop1es of 'th0 lottez.- olD!'. 'AdenauelO r~nd the draft ot I.fu 

latteF Of Mro.HeOloY' fop Bubrdttt\l.. to Dx-. satt19P. ( I bn.d promised 

p:r. s. to l1~nd him thaeol;t'JB hOW9V9l' I stressed the ,!"oint ,that tho 
rQply of MIt.McCloy W8.9 only». dx-nit Which might tiu'LllV :lD'artmedagaJ.n, 
he did' undeJttf3tlllftB me on tbllt l~ot ~otnt). Until Fp1daYt S~. 14 , 
I did Dot rece1vQ thG eopieq Mld being thll.t day a.gain in Fztankfurt,' 
I asked tho seol'El't,o,X'y ot Mr. 14.', untol'tun~tely Hr. M. had II. contll!»enoa 
and th(;J Iftttel'G weN on hlm desk. I &gain ~llCU)Bt~dto Band me the 
COI)iel3. Until iodfi.y I b1;\..,9 riot Nee1ved them."In I'J.ny case the I~oJ;lly will 
be not 'going out batorl9 Hr. McCloy 1s ralurned tromtha Sta.t,oe.(~qt. 
HaidsJl!'9ich to whom I spoke &lso oval' ~h(J ~hone mlirdo midaolt a.,ttWli, ' 
of tho t&ot tb&t ~~. UoClo1 is aot in Garmany.) . l 
The .1JlSW l·r of Adena.uif ;fJ."om July. 27 oQrx-eaponda ngn.rl] Gxaotly wi t.h the 
dr~:t reply made for 11m, 4d'n~uer, ~~. HICOG, Prop.Div. My oOPY ot this 
draft I h~VQ given to Mv. D. who put 1t in the f11$8 ~h1ch arc now in 
Uro ii 9 ' e ottica.. Menauer' 8· let..te~ ( 27.7.51) alao "alsoe (it the end 
the questions o;f the Ka.~sel, J.,uel:Hiok aad Klel musi\J:D .mil.tarlal stIll 
in Austria. Asked on thiS) ,,01nt by hir. Dill I told h1m thfl.t I recall 
tht~t Mr. Howe mu.4e L\otl0D. of this mff.ttere but I-a not a;wara wat.hall 
the matter 1s f1nl$hed or tlot., I did not. know ot )\ny oorrespondenoe 
on this 8nbjGct. tln&lly I 'told. hl~ that 1 recalled very v!gualy that, 
the mn.t,erit!.l ara~ot looated at the 'Placos in AUlJtril:t Bupr;osed to baa 
1 do not know '/1)11\:01' I p..m right or not i-In anY' O~1sa this m~~tta1" 

·wl11bo ratel'ed to fUeB Hall. The replY, ( draft) of Mr.HcOloy,1n"bis
ma.iu lJoints S&;1fU (copiem will be, send) ", ' 

" 	 Thone tl~u~s1onll h3VQ 1199111te4 In, 'the arr&ngomenttil provided :rOl.~ in 
th€labova.-m"n,tionod lettel'B an(l I &gree tb!\t they mill' be 1'9g11!'dGd 
as embodying a toft)A.l, agreement betwQon the 'FoderA.l Rerpublie e.ntt the 
ot:uoa.ot tht:> Unit.ed Stm.tes, H1gh QOm.miBGiouar ,tOl! Ga.x-Liany governing
t.he lIesvectlve funotioDS 8Jld l's8110ne1bl11tle13 of' the J::f.trtl~H1. .. ::.:8 

, 	 , . = 

!he next lltJ.l-;;'. 18 4Iliin'tioning tha transfer otthe ma terl,!1,l looked, 
in the tl"88.8UI"O room of W1aaba.den Lu.ndlsmusaum totha Bitnd. (' 7he 
mfi tai·ial W~~G xoQtused b.Y thS)BIi:sa1nn !V6u.hapdvarw Il.l tungr ~d. the 
trtl.nsfer ~t thtZl II1fl.terlnJ. locked in Room 28 ~l.t A!'Cisat~{).aset Munich. 
From thls1u.tter objects only the lndivldultlly cla1med ItetlfJ will 
be tr t1oD.sferrad to the Bunt lot 1lioluded6tthareforo t.he 'roliv:.indlJPsoi' 
tho Ua.ziat10 !ia\er!;i.l (j.~d t e unolu.1mad Jewish ,objects. ( !he latter 
ones will blj tra.nstarrad to th!1JRSC6.~ Boon !loS la.m cord.ng i},gain 
to Munich, I aJll in oontu.ot u~Qnth166u'b.1{~ei with Mro. Kfl.ga.n, reteil'ts 
tor turn~VQr aro ~lrea4y pr,p&red.by me with '~xoeption of 3 tow 
minor C1t8G8 which b~!e st111 to be' olefiN d by th~ ltu.ndasnut fuor· 
Wiadex-gu\macbung webVr :lndlvHl11al, clft.l1!S9a."f~led fovtbem or not.) 
FUl'thwon th1B pa.ra, et(Lto,S tbat Hr. Blle, or 1nh1'8 abscance I; elpa 
auth01.'lsGd to enter into .all lleOesa~l"Y .n.D(l llI:pPro'Prlate o.wan(Jaments 
Inplfi,oa Of UxaOG "~resontatlve8deilisnated in' Hl'.UcCloye letter 
ot Al'Pl1 16. " . ' 
fhe following 'P~1"1\ er0o..k~ nboll't the U'lII.natal' of the H08s'1all ,n,nd Ba.v. 
!i.zJun.ntlGPoab lilt to .ll" Bl.UJtI." fbo'l8Bupt1on by 1'11 9 'e(Jgpfll 1?9Publfa 
of the cust.ody of the cultutt~l objects 'Pxt9sfJntly leld ill ·t"lit by the 
L~nd.,BeVl1r1a flJ1rl Of thosa ;;11'd1ar11 bltld by ,thI)LflndHegsgt,~atltl the 
t.1ma or tb\;l t;tll$!l.n6te~ of responsibility theretore shaull slmila.r1.1 
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fixed by some mOlte, Qr lass to,rma.l method of dellve!'y ,to be worked Ofk.~ 
between the Fedeltal,Rapllbll0 oommlttee ' a.nd the ~epresenta.t1va9 of thot 
Laender. Ihave~9ka,d the, Land Co~1ssion~t,-s of Hesse a.nd, Ba.varia. to 
notify ,the ,lIBIUlllllUll1s&tiJ:8raspect1vaM1nlsters,Pres1dent Inwrit1ng of th 
termination offllI'ther trusteeship functlons and responslbl1l tl,eE?of the 
respective ,La-ender a.~ oftha time ofd311var. in. ea.ch oase," to '~he FederaJ. 
Republic •• ', ' , ' 
1!he last, para. gives an,non-eommittfl.l a.nsWer on the subject oftha Kiel, 
'Ka.ssel and Luebeck museums mataltla.l., , 
Since this I ha.ve not hear~d any more o~ this sub~eot. I alll' pr~paring 
myself for 'the :respeotive turn-overs. Reoeipts, for ilasba'den and Munioh 

material ax'e pra.ctioD.llyrea.dy exoept theoovering sheet, tbus it 

neoessary QUI' side could start immediately. 

I was call~dby t~e Otfl~.e of the GeneralCounsil. General :Law Branoh 

(.'Mr. Yfeyml1,r "1) requesting the He~slan,and Bavarian Trus~eeship agree

ments. I referred Mr. W. to Mtt.Ml1lerwhohas these tiles when 141'. D. 

dttafdled the reply of M~. McCloy., Rea.son, for this' request is unknown ,to 

me, Mtt. i. :made 110 f'ul"theu.- oom ent., . 

(BY the wayt Wiesb8.den:hold1ngBI !he.sf):oalled Sahwarz'Haeuptett treasure 

was released in the' first da.ys of th1smonth to the Deuteoh~Balt1soha, 

Landsmannschaft a,tter' they had prov:1ded us with the necassarydocuments). 


Shipment to Austl'ial No further developmetl'taunt i1 noVl .. ,I am,wa.1ting 

for furtlier 1nstruct1o\1s by. Mr. M111er.' '. 

I had a call from,the ~galQl.v. ,in Vienna. asking abOut fUttther develop-' 

ments. I ttefered them tOMr.M.il1er.( lIntil last Frida.y,MF. Miller has 

not received a call trom V18nna.):, 
p' "".' '," " ' , , ' 

Mr. feymar:(?) who oalled ma in this other Dlat~er oalled me also onoe 
with respect to this shipmeat.As tara.a'I'un4erstoodh1m a. c~rtainMr. 
Halste1n(?) from Bonn was in b1s offioe to see 'him on this matter. 
He a.Sked m,e also about the va.lue~~:,., thIs shipment I av:olded to give a 
definite answer and refered hlm USO to' 11II.M111'er. '. " " 
I received' a lot o~ news'o11ppingeinthis matter whioh wera adresset 
to Mr. Br., I will show him; tha clipp1ngs, and I PJJIl shure' hew111 sent 
them you wi th tha next mail. Mos,t of' 'the Clipplngs are: of the same kind 
One little note sa.ys: tha.t the. ~a.y bef9,reMr~.·FaBlon left Munioh, Dr. 
Hoffmann went to the ,Bav. MinisterPras1denttosethlm ·in matters of the 
Collecting P,oint.' Intel'estlng are' also two;ol'lripi'ngsWh1eh refer to' 
the Czern1n Vermeer', bo:t~ ,sta,tl,ng. ,that,' Sll.ri,,',I SO~.d,': ,,~, h~; llfctur,e volunt8,1tyl r 
Two ollppings ttaferlng' also ,to' tlle 'co1'17l,eonal'do :4e;:' V1nc)i.I bave, raceival 
a letter from a. l~yWeI-, Dl'.' Gro!H~atMU111(Jh;'WhO:',ppot9sted' &.g&lnst the 
transfer of this' drawing toAus:trla"onbeb~lf '9f :b1s ~ 'ollen t llelnemund., 
I send tbis latter to Dr. 'Hoffmann: !8.lld !requ'ested"h~m ..to:'furn1sh me the 
detalls on thls ma ttel' - when, I ,spoke' 'oVerith e 1'h'n9: wi th Hoffmann, he 
gave no conclusiva answer butmadea.reme.rk.:thia,\i ,th.ls, man Rat nemund " 
apparantly is trying soma funny tb.1ngs(I' am very'anxious to get the 
reply of Hoffma.nn. - " , ' ,! , ,', '.,' ,'." 'i',' 

!bres lettel's regarding intormation~ of, MunlQh' b.,a.tei De~n reoeived• ., 
a. 1I\l!*i.~,ier!Bl&;~8IIIt glva's thf:l','.'nam,e{ot ;~~,~;'pt'e'sentowner qt 
~.- ~,' Schl'o,ss,a~:t-a.t~.ld:',; ~ei0r.g·'lmptfea, now 

, rS$ld'irdr a:t!St'~i) ;l1~tie\~und"ne~r: GI'az" ",' 
- . ;" . ,- .' 
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b. 	Bunn0sd,l:mkmalamt, sends ti. statement of Hofmann-AI tQnheim 
regard1ng the painting by Lenbaoh u. Kunz 
It Frau v. Lanbfloh &nd nllughter" 
He states that he never was the owner 

,of the piature. Dealer R. Klein, Vienna 
( Jaw) was probably the owner, he,H-A. 
brought this p. on the auction ~t the 
DOl"othemn tor Klein( K.· could \do that 

/ 	 being rt Jew.,) Klein died 1945. \,..Gk 

c. otto ach.~tzk9r, 	 information about: 
Vienna 	 Chr1s~.Pa.udiss He9,d of an old !!.Ml 

Upper..t<l.lian lAthcent. Annunci 1~. tion 
originating from the col~ etion 
o!Erini Adltal' at Asoh exoha.nged by hi, 
lin 19~4 or 1935. 
Mathias v.Hallmont" The Alchemist" 
&.oquil'ed through his agent Breuer from 
a. baroness .in Vienna•.No address68 of 

'Breuer or the Df.l.ronass a.v~ili::.bIe. 
IIportr'ait of a Di:ploma.t U he acquired this 
picture from Em.il Sahli,after, Sopron 
( Hungary) to whom be sold this ptg
he has forgot tan. 

I assume th(~t these a.ddional inform?t1on does not change anything 
at a.ll. 

lit;soallaneous: . EttIe Oas9: The Lp,.,naesamt fuel" Wiedergutm;\chling reque8ted 
release of ~!1 not claimed objects to EttIe. This was refused re~sonlng 
thn,t the bulk of this lllateria.l w'as, suspected to be of Jewish origin. 
The linswer of the tl".ndlJsamt sta. tad thl!. t we GB,n' t w1 thhol(J tb1 s mater1aI 
199~11y on basis tha.t it is susl'acted to be of Jewish o!"ig1n if We should 
w! thl'lOld thQ ;mataria.l ~d:ter ;;.Ir, "'·s '!!'ius t have (t.n ex:plici t st atement from 
EICOG. 1 saw. the referent in chllrga of the gt tIe c!l.se at the Lanclasamt 
B.nd expl f!.ined thr;; IlHl t t9rB to him ',l.rid alno that I would not like to anSwall 
this latter betore I had not talked oval" the whole matter with Mr. Br. 
Also a latter from the laywGr of 3ttle, i?rot.Dl'.Trost hns bean reoeived. 
Ganarfl.l1~' hets requesting the sama~s the Landesa.m:t. Specially he is . 

~ 	 protesting against the delivery of the Renoir to the Frenoh and two 
pictures whioh were restituted to Holl&nd in 1946 Besp. 1947. 
III tha matter of tho RtlnolI' he is Ci,u1te wrong, this picture is still 
in our IiOSs6ssion ~lth(i.ugh the .Fraahh. Vihom he a.pprOached in this matter 
wrote EttIe a, fine latter in this matter~ !p.e Dutoh'restitutions were 
Idi.l.de under Capt. Standen ttesp. Mr~' Bilodeau. !han he statas further that 
he will ma.ke responsible for the dalllE'.ge donethroush this restitutions 
the Collecting Point and the officers thsit"e' including Herr. v. Sohmidt 
{ nn.ma espacif:.lly mentioned) and tul't1:leron he 1s~ thl'e».tening that he will 
made a aompl<iint at the Lega.l Div.•. BICOG if no slit1sfp.ctory lJ.nswer ha.s 
been receivad . un til Sept. 20. ! 1!.nswered his' latter 1mm6die.t!:lly arts!' 
receipt a.cknowlecting the reoeipt of hlo letter only ant! telling him that 
Mr. Dr. is at'prdsent sbRent trom his offioe until sept. ?4 and that I 
would brIng hi f'l 1at tell to th~ fI, t tel,tlon of 'Yr. Br. 
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':.~, .;, !.!:, ",t,; ,; ;', ':< .OPftOlil,0f:'1I00Iotao.i·jlf'JA'IR3:; ':"'<'" 
0: 	 ',', :'j'" , ,.,·'iOUL!tJRAl'I,; RBOPfitf> lYtAHUH ,. 

'. 	 ,,/. "'.,,:!,,,' ,. \OOLLDO'l!'IN&~::P'OXft ,;MOJ'fI<.tH, , 

".' ' 10 Aroi8s"trass8 


,', , ' ;•." ':/," .':, Ot ..' " , Mtm1oh, Germany 
~!,':I\ . .,: .'<.. ':~ .::: " 'i " ': ..... " ,. Augut: '30', 1951 

:',::,,: '.:,:' i', :\: .. ;".!.:.~:~ ,. t:\~ ',,:i :J,.;~;~:·';'·\:~"·'l'·).: ......,' ,to ".,,0, .""~,.o{ 


,Dr:_:t Edgar:::':'1ireitenbaoh:: '\ V';: .f~: ; ':;, :~,\'.:' 

'J , ".]1' ct' .ORDivision,:" Offioe',ot':,,: ",':". '" ,', 

. ,.' ,: " .',; :;":.';" Ptlbi1:o. ·Affa.i~a,',:'1I1000,.:' \:"" 

:"(::'>; ".; iTankftU't, APO 757...1+. 
 Oi' 

,.: " 	 : ,'t" ',:.:. ':;; ':, /~r:' . t'-~) '~,I ":;;" . 

.. ..' ',' .:. "'. ':,' l' ,,'. • ., 	 " ,...:' 

Dear lIkigarl . : , .. 
;.. ~ '" . "\ ... '.,',\ ~,: ';", '~,;::J ,:;; ". ....; "'~ ~:y.,~ ,~:j .~" ~ "1 ;', ~ :" ,I ".~T .,1,:','" .', :-r~,; .: ..,\;jj~;' ~.: 

.' ,'·,Arn0ll« the'Nsidual, ,dati'e. that '1Gtl w111,,:'1nher11J from 

.this ,of:f1oe',fJB',:o,f,i·ts; ~,.rm1Jla:t1on"August:'t,'·yoll.~ will:' ph'!"" 

'8Wll8bly Z'Gprestlnt; the1nter~81f of ,the U. 8. guvCrl'l1l1ant in 

conversations oonoorning the seleotion and approval of a 

German Oomm11rt;••. · :tG~, Oa:ltural, .Hest1tlds1on.·whtch.,\1ou.14:ba

empower" to ,take '"over'. external', ;rest1·tat'1on::.of works. ',of, '., 

art i whenever the,peaoe~tl"e.ty ,1.' signed.. : '. 


, I tl1I4. Su.reY(Uli are: i:llfor.tlec!of the statu.. qu.o,8J1d·./'· 
, I" know that yO" have, taken ,pa~t t,n, OA.,~;or: more'!. 'e<tn••r$a
tiona on th1a 8ub.~,eoti In.,hsnkturt., I,';' : ;:'~ .. T"· "",; ,: ,.. 

" - I , ; : i., ' !:,., " " . ": ~::l .. ,!. 

, ,Tho' pu.rposeof th1.& memorandwn 1·g.'to":&,dv1se: you 'in 

the; atron,seet tel1nS to diaapproye the mem'berebip of ":' ' 

~t:l}!r~ra ig"l'!iIR Qn·'"thia com.ra1t1;.e.:,wb.eth~r:" as a, :.:
'u>:t memer· or., as: nn' 61!1,ploy•• , ".bo,,: wO\lld. d1,reot.:"s ,working'" 
agen,cynBpone1bl:e.,1;o~" lJ.tloh ,a:,.oo_i't1;e.•~ ·fhe' ,,~ol08ed . 
olipping; ;from the '~lwaohen.J'~ M.erkar"·;'.[Q:i<",o.e,.(51:.1I1dicates',·':,
that, Dr. Hotfmann has,opi:,n1ohe:~ a'bPllt: thepelld1ng transport
to/Au.etl'1a whioh he. 18 willing to'gtve to the press. Theas 
opinions, ahsuv1.rl18Uoally Garman, are exaotly 'in line '.vi th 
his, ,80ttoIlS: as .~.; 'l!homolll'lowe'. and' :1' have Qbeerved ,them 

for the pas", e.. :;i,tt gOJl1iha.,lnsteed;of acting asan·nrb1ter 

tOI"Ulterl18t1onal'1ht~r88t8,;and thereby helping to olear 

tile 'German name in the postwar aftermath of Nazi looting 

aotivitio8, hu haa prewled, tIl0 (ferman..:·1ntereat in the 

narrowest Banse of tho term. Thereby the spirit of cooper
~,t~OJl wl?J..cb. p~eva11ed intlteOOP~,u.nloh ever sinoe its 

establishment 1n194,has been Gar1otloly m.arrfld. Toci to 

an example t .Dr,'Hoffr'101lJlOaUl6 to met· porsonal13 to cas t 

sllspio1pn on'tUss Val1lUld tor tIle los~ of the JJiM' Fil!1'l, 


", ' ", 

- 1 
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:, .,'; :. ',' \ ': ~'./ ,/'; <]-,. ~\ :~~" .' . '~" ~,~ ,,~" • 

whla~ "'IU!I later\'d~,$oOv."4:,jol1.,.,:'be.n threwD ill the 

t:rae:~ beap of thfi(;''O~f+~~; ~i,:,:~",.or'.y, 'G$r'l-IlaAGmployeee

of Mr. Muns1nlJ t a ~'()'!'f1ce ;,wbe. h,,;,waethe Direotol' of the

Oolleoting ]:='o1rtt. " ,"', ,p, ," 

'Dl'.Hoftlaonn ba~ehown no o()u.aid.ratiQrt.~~t"4I'" ') 
tor ~he following fao:te. (l)1'he Germans are extremelY 

. fC?rta.nate tqa~, ~ll" ,q:qp.:tents ot the All8ulan ropo8i torlea 
were • 'b~ugh:t:,,~'q~:.f~,,;,'\,.o1J~~~ t~P ,$!lui_ in 1945-1946. 
(2), The Austrians' 'have! a"'Ol&1ifl. to some of tho Hsidlle of 

!~t~~1;~~h~~;;Q~!~:~J{;ii*tt~!:"'~Ii::ti:~d (:~~:~::eof 

l?a1d iby the Re1chstanmlei Ovor Lallulloro I signatUre). 
C~) Dr•. UOf,trJU.UUl wlla ,SIon;t1dm:t11llL 1Aformed: of the aiJ'tle
"/,tent'to', ""iurn the wU48.niIile4 wom. 'to. AI1.t~8 by rq 
rnemoto Dx'.Ha,af.~,~;, ~:f: Ja,tl, ~_:'! (4) J;n:,iQ' d.ol81oll8,' aa 
to what wQtf·. ident,.f1:;4 a~4 w~':: wa~ aoi, I have «1ven" the.' 
Ge:rman.s','6v,r;r, re.$~n.a~le:~ou.b~,t· and ~d.'1'lt~f1e478'~ 01 ~he 
reBidu.e "inet'8ci qt,' 20,,~, a.Pred~ote4.,:, .",: "'". 

'.: ", . ,I, ,>:':~ , .",,'" ..'. ~~; , '- '". :~."~'." .,1 ,_: •.:,-' '"~:'::''~~'';'::;:'{'~''' '.:~ ~w, " • ":"~ ~, ;.i':,~, .. :" 


Byer "lnee :4llC\18t 1',,' I,~.b.v. ",'b~~.. "foD4el'1n,' where''

the q;erroell' '~wsp,pe~e ': were :',S.'~lq' ."'O~ ,aQouatG 1Aforma

t10n ,about affaire of the 'OollGot1ng Po1nt. 

, , ' "" . . ",' ' .':: ,:$ :' t \ ,,", ",; '. ~ ,...,'.; , ," ....,t :., , ' '. :. '. .'. " ~: _ J". !. J 

, Dr. IJOftm~t,3, ,jtaieul).i,,<lo':lh. "~J'.rka:r,,;,,t.IUlt':tt••,' 
aio.b'w!! . eimvand.f"i"tj",cle\t5QhQ.',"{i~~S~R.1;Qm ha.l14ele" 18 ~ ,
abaold.t. ,falsehood. ,'All' propert7 'Garda, r.18l'ked "QIl1dellt1t1e,4" 
by ue W(lr& ta.rf!,e4"over .,to .Dr- . R~~~~n ,:~or .aAeoJd.:Jlg ,':be:tON 
the fi.n~l" lin:t,wnu, m.ad~~"'n~;;,qla11li)(Or ":those .p1o'ttu'os waD 
ever ;r(Jc.~v.~ :)Y"me rr~.)l? D.l".,,)lof':t~or ~. :lI.nl~nQr, d 

Dr. J{ap.1'lJta~l1&l.';./~P\lPll:t-:J~~;a ,.~~, ;!ll1$olt,UaUtiowr;1to(!Uh .One 
ola1:r.J:, a1.,~n: 'tIU', ::.":,~~(r,;;L~,~;;~1J. tOJ''&l Carin.",oll' !~loh, , 
thel"~1 was nQ;:1llfo:~tlon.,wh8~ver.:1ul"'eeA 1952.. an4 '1". i,:,';, ;.:: l' 

a.ociUi~1t1t)n ln19~'/44,:;'I '~j\~~~.,4•.'lh.N".wo,"',' .. e".erel,'othe~ 
i te'me in' the 'sault, :c~~,gQn ,: '6t1;~ ,Dr. ,HoffmaJUl m.a4el'lo '01a1la', 
for' thom~. "',,' ..' , ,. ",' '''" ..'',:, ' . ',". .i . 

, ·.?~~'2· '~_, ~\ "::.'~ ·k,-~" '.fo" " '" ..... -.. 
I . ': ~ " " • " , .,,'. '" t. " ". ': ,':'!. ' i',' \' " , ., ' , 

: '1"('8,~,'a~s:\l.r1irl!Jii:~~:'tj~t~._ ,Vallan(l. w111 oppose;" . /' 
Dr.' UO:t'ffXlani\' "f~G~l>~i",l:)1'p:, ~a ,tna,;:pJ;'opoa.o.!1, Oorom1tte,O and,: 
I t~U.81t 'tha·t":!lQ~,:,a.ll'.Q.Pppi't~"fu)r.". . , . '; , . ~ ~ '. '~?;: 

.' , ~;, . ,.~ -;',,: . ~ \- ':;' -' ,., ., " " 

" ;, ~ i ,~,' . 

; '::', ,:"<,,k,';v, ,,;"':.~a..reiJ.,. ",' .~:, 
.'.: ' 

'-. ' ' 

.-~ " "'. t , 

.. :" 

.', ,:, .'-
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HENRY' 'E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND I ART GALLERY 

SAN MARINO 9. CALIFORNIA 

) 

THEODORE ALLEN HEINRICH 
cuaATOR ?' AaT COLLECTIONS February 13, 1951 

Mr. S.1. Faison, Jr. )"",".. ' t.~~ 10 III 11,', Munich Central Collectirig Point t) / 

, 01CB - APO 407 A . (L. ~~ ..I/liJ)..Ar~( 


c/o Postmaster, New York city .,t, /.:;
New York V-rf..,Yv,,! fit'lJ,,.;., 'i .s 
Dear Lane; ~ft:.,~.~c~ ,. ,'?.4~1.·~~1~<~ 

I ~am slwckedbeyondmeasure by the death dt'tl;;;;,:~~~.i...-:., Pd" 
. I could not. possibly have managed at Munich without him and I know 
that what he succeeded ~ doing there will greatly have eased your (!rl.JI...4L~. 
problems on taking over. it .... .i.," ~ 

r~"" 
Be was the most selfless man I ever knew, the most willing to 


do the least rewarding and most tiresome things without ever a 

complaint and at the same time he had a delightful sense of humour 

which let one know, sometimes directly, sometimes only obliquely, 

that he had no illusions about· the stupidity of some of the things 

he was required to do. He was a delightful companion' and I know 

that you will miss him greatly. I am so glad, .since it had to be, 

that it was so swift and that he was not alone. 


The last time I talked to Haas~ I was rather inclined to sym
:pathize with Graupe, largely because the Bavarians were vitiating 

their rather good 'defence with entirely the wrong reasons. / I did 

not know at, that time that two of the paintings in question were the 


JJ property of the.Wittelsbach Trust. Speaking as a private person, I 
'would be inclined to agree with whatever Hamfstaengl'sit.pinion of 
,the justice of the case may be. I 'now think it quite clear that 
Buchner had no authority whatsoever to offer in trade the Wittelsbach 
Canalettos. I think even the'status of the Credi (a copy or School 
piece, in any case) is not entirely,clear.' 

On tlie other hand the Munsing argument, although I now think its 

tconclusion sound, is based on false premises and inadequate informa

,tion. One may deplore Graupe's behaviour, particularly as a refugee, 

for dealing with the Nazis and catering to their peculiar aesthetic 

tastes, but he was clearly within his legal.rights to do so at that 

time.' The objects ~volved on the Bavarian side were not, and still 

are not, proscribed as national treasures. Therefore the national 

cultural heritage, as mentioned ,in that unfortunate' letter of Steve's, 

would not be damaged were the transaction completed. Under the 

circumstances existing in 1939 it would havebeen~qually profitable 
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transaction to both sides •. The fact that .the final governmental 
authorization was granted a week after the declaration of war does 
not, in ~ opinion, vitiate the apparent legality of the trade, 

,which was clearly undertaken at a time when both parties were free 
to act as they chose with no compulsion of duress either in fact or 
in prospect. The date of the final ratification shows conclusively 
that the ,matter was handled in an entirely normal way and was 
uninfluenced by the ,intervening declaration of war. 

The early post-war history of this case was unnecessarily 
confused under· the misapprehension that this was a restitutions 
matter. This has since been shown to be irrelevant and inapplicable. 
Haas unfortunately has one very i strong point,in his contention'that 
the history of our handling of the case tends to show that we 
condoned a German effort to thwart the intention of Law 59, through 
the long delays and frequept changes of position in Munich, and most 
.especially in view of Steve's, letter which gives an impression on 
hasty reading that Bavaria should keep all the pictures. This also 
appears to me to be, if not irrelevant, at least a misrepresentation. 
The case really hangs on the question of whether or not Buchner had 
any legal right to offer those particular paintings for trade. In at 
least two out of three instances he clearly did not, and there is. 
some doubt about the third. 

Were I still responsible, I think that I would try to persuade 
the lawyer to accept return of the Kobells. If the BavarianS sti}l 
want the KQbells~.then some deal would have to be arranged on the 

((1/~of the one' painting which seems probably to be unencumbered 
property of the Bavarian state. quotation of my position 

"",-t) which ~ made b.i: Ba.a§ ~~..J.~.Q<_ c 8 were 0 sess
/'·'O/ty· / ri"on. a£ the time of~m; la~t maeMng_lm9-, §!nC.~ hef~ ed 0 produce 

b'/ certain documents, which he promised at that time. The most ifiipor
~---~ 	 tant of these 17ere alleged to prove conclusively that the KObells had 

be~n entered in the official inventory of the Bavarian state 
collections. 

It is goodnews that Auerbach's activities have finally precip
itated an investigation so far as his designs on undistributed 
holdings of the Collecting Point are concerned. For your very private 
inf~rmation, never forget that his ambitions in this direction are 
based on a top sec~et agreement with Wildenstein and that our dear 
fri~nd, K. Haberstock, now in the course of installing himself in new 
quarters nearly opposite the Haus der Kunst, is sub rosa a Wilden
stein partner and that their secret go-between is Grace Morley's former 
proteg~, Heinz Berggruen. With the exception of Grace, any of the 
persons mentioned in this paragraph and any other persons who appear, 
to be connected with them in an~ way should be regarded with acute 

I 

I 

I 
! 
I 
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! 
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I 
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suspicion. . Berggruen is apt to use Grace t s name by way of intro
duction, but she certainly knows nothing of his rather shady 
s~bsequent operations. . 

Nothing you may discover concerning the period of the enforced 
transfer would surprise me at all and there are doubtless many details 
I ,still don't know, although the outline was pretty cl~ar.: I hope I 
may have a'Copy of your final report. I know that the Austrian and 
French representatives enjoyed special privileges with respect to the 
property cards. t doubt that they profited unduly, in fact the 
Austrians were trapped by this privilege into making. some-demonstrably 

,false claimS, a point of which Ardelia and I made good use .in refuting 
certain Austrian representations. This is useful to remember because 
the Austrians will no doubt continue to maintain at government level 
that their representatives;, were totally denied access to both cards 
and objects•. I think it avery hea:lt~ move that you have finally 
sUyceeded in winkling Doubinsky out of Munich. 

Bless Rose andlfiveher my love. lam very glad you have made 
fr.iends with Franzl Wittgenatein. Be is. very 'good value and I know 

P ,'~ you. will enjoy him. I have been dreaming about Fasching and miss 
;iP- Munich very much. 

The work here is most pleasant and I am gradualiy getting , 
settled. No revolutions yet but a number of most interesting changes 
seem to be really possible. 

I trust you have found a house and are comfortably settled by 
now. Do write when you have time .and you know I will always be glad 
to. dredge my memory whenever I . can ,be of assistance. 

All the best, 

~' 

Theodore A. Heinrich 

TAH:mth·· 
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O£NTRA~ COLLECT,NO POINT 

LANDESMU9£UM, WI£8BADEN 16. 

2 MARCH I~ I.' , 

D&:AR B.8•• 

FOLLOWING TEN DAya OF WEATHER 'THAT WAS TEMPTINOLY - AND 


DEc:JItPTlV£LV - SPRINGLIKIt, WE ARE TODAY IN THE PRoens OF aEING 


BLANKer,ItD'IN SNow1 I HAVE NOT VORGOTTEN MY PFIOMISE TO WRITE 


YOU FROM TIME TO TiM&: ON THE I!STATE OF ART' 'NGERMANY" - AS oe


SERVED, LET ME ADD QUICKLv,BV A PRETTY RANI( OUYS.DEAl I REMEM


BER WITH SUCH OREAT PLEASUREMV VISIT WITH YOU WHEN THE ROSERTS 


WERE BTOPPiNQ AT I TAn I JUST AnitR CHRISTMAS AND I HOPE THAT I 

MAV BE ALLOWED TO COUNT MVSELF A PROVISIONAL Me::MSER OF" THAT GROUP 


OF" MUTUAL. FR,e:ND8- AQN£S, LAURANCE'AND ISABEL, AND PAUL SACHa, 

WHOM I' HOLD V£RV DEAR. 'PERHAPS , COULD RANK AS ·CORRESPONDENCE 


SCHOol. II :MEMBERl TH£ DAY' FOLLOWING MY VISIT WITH VOU~" JOINED 


AGNES ON THE TRAIN WHICH 8H£HAD BOARDED' EARLtER IN ROMe AND WE 


TALKED 'EACH OTHER' e EARS OFF' ALL. TH£ WAV TO tAl LAN. WE SPENT THE 


NIGHT THERE AND THE NEXT MORNINO' ARTHUR SACHS' CHAUFFEUR PICKED 


ua UP ANDOROVE 'us TO ST. t-.1oRI T1: WHERE WE SPENT A FEW DAva.THEN , 


AGNES SPED 'ON T 'PARI8 ..; TH£NCE TO CAM8RIOGE. I HAVEHAD8EVltRAL 


LETTE:AS 'trROM HE ~ HICH IN,?I OAT£T'HAT SHE IS AGAIN I N,H,ARNI!;S6 AT THE
tFOQG, HEA LI FE RTHER COM,"'LI CAT£O ey THE: GRAVE CONDITION OF HER 


FATI:iER.'O'rH,£RWtBt: SHttSItEMB, TO BE' FLOUA'IBHfNQ', BUT IAMeuRE THAT 


YOU ,'HAVE HAD EQUALLY RECENT NI'W1 OF H£R~ 


,DURING THE PAST TWO MONTHIlI",W1!: HAVE MADE IJOOD PROGRESS WI TH 


OUR PRIMARV WORI< OF RESTITUTION ,.'BENDIN'QTHINOS BACK TO HoLLAND, 


,FRANCE AND AUSTRIA MAINLY, WITH OCOASIONAL SHIPMENTS TO NORWAY AND 

EVEN: TO SPAIN. LUCKILY, A GREATLY REDUCED RESIDUE NOW REMAINS TO 

BE " pROC£8SEO" - SO I FEEL THAT we: ARE aEOINNING T08EE: DAYLIGHT 

ON T~I S E:NDLESS BUSINESS. IN ADDtTlON TO THESE ExTERNAL SHI PMe:NT8, 

WE AAE DAILV PROCESSING INTERNAL CLAIMS - MOST OF THEM WHAT WE CALL 

"LAW 59 CLAIMS" - PROPERTY BELONGING TO FORME:RJew,sH o'WHERe. I AM 

BLE:SSED WITH HAVING loB AN INOI'SPEN8ABLE M£MBER OF' MY STAFF HERE A 

WONDERFUL DuTCHMAN WHO ILORln IN TH£ NAME OF JKHR.VON SOHMIDT AUF 

ALTENSTADT - A FORMER TEA PLANTER VROMJAVA WHO HABTAKEN TO KUNST 

LII<e::A DUCt< TO WATEAt WITHOUT Hie DEVOTED ee:RVICEa I WOULD INDEED BE 
, l 


SORELY HANDtCAPPED. As IT IB,I AM ABLE TO FIND T'METO FAMILIARIZE 


MYSELF' WITH THE RICHI8 OF THIS AND EV£N MORE DISTANT AREAS. 

Two WEEKS AGO I WAS IN PARIS FOR A FE;W DAYS AND ,HAD AN OPPORTUNITV 

TO SEE THE PREOe:NT eXHIBITION OFA8ELECTiC)N OF' THE Be:RLIN MuSEUMS' PIC

TURES. I SE:NT VOU A COpy OF' THE CATALOGUE. ALTHOUGH I DARE BAV YOU AL

READV HAVE ONE. CHAMSON, DIRECTOR OF THE PETIT PALAI'e, HAS DONE A 8UPE~8 
JOB OF INSTALLATION. THE HitSSI6CHE TREUHANDV£RWALTYNO IS ANYTHING BUT, 

ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE: PERE<lIPlINATION8I OF THE BeRLIN THINGS - A GROUP ta 

BitiNG SHOWN IN &:RLlN AT THE MOMENT, AND THE fRENOH EXHIBITION COMPRISes 

THE P,ICTURES WHICH WERE SHOWN A SHORT TIME AGO IN BRU8SE'LI!I. PENDINO UL

TIMATE DISPOSITION OF THE BERLIN COLLECTIONS, OUR GoV£RNMENT HAS PLACED 
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THEM IN TH£ CUSTODY OFTHEHEsilAN, MINISTER PRESIDENT. tbLZINGEA OF 


TH£STAED£L AND DR. NOT'HNAGELARI!: THE 'PRINCIPAL L\iMiNARIIUI, IN THE TAEU


HANDV!:AWALTUNG. THE OBJEOT8 THEMa£LVES AAC PR/tSENTLY UND!:R THE AOOF' OF' 


'THE, LANDESMU8EUM HERE. AN AMUSINO THING, HAPPENED IN OONN£CTION WI TH THE 


PRE8EN'T PARI a SHOWS AT THe: OLOBE OF"HE BRU8SEL'S' EXHI BIT'ION, I TWAS NE


CES8ARY TO WI THORAW '2 OF' THE 119 PAl NT:INOS~ BO' THEF',IENCH WERE 'AOEO WITH 


THE INTOLERABLE PROSPECT'OF HAVING A 'sHow 0' BUT III pAINTINOS - UN

"nIlNt<A'SLd " WAS WAIT£OUPON SY M.M,UOIN, MV' oPPosl"i~E NUM8ER IN MAINI, 

, ,WHO: E:Af"IN£$TL." '£)(PLA I NED 'HI 601 '''1 CULT 191 TUATI ON. 'COULD' ,1:"USe::.,MY I NP'LUENCE 


(A VERY n:NUOUS COMMODITY IN THEse DAYS WHEN THE' GERMANS ARE ONCE AQAIN FCEL


INQ THEI" OATS iN NO MEAN WAY) TO'INOUCE THE HESSIANS' TO: LEND THE WATTEAU 


"L I ENsE:1 ONE DE GERSAI NT n' - A'S SUBSTITUTE F"OR THE 2' WI Ti·II:)RAWN 'PI CTURCS? To 


MV QREAT W'ZEMItNT,' THEV ,.. NALLv' AGRUD ~ BUT IT WOULD BE AN EXAQGERATI ON 


TO BAY THATnie:v OIO'IT IMPETUOUSLY! NEEDU:S8 TO SAY, IN'CLl.ISION OF THIS 


MA8TERPIECE WAS A KEV MATTItRS UIB,ONE OF THE - IF" NO'T lJ:1&. CROWNINO GLORY 

OF' THE EXHIBITION, AT LEAST:.FAOM THE' fRENOH' VIEWPOINT. ' ' 


SOME Wlit"lS BACI< I BPItNT AWEEkl:NOAT ScHLOSS MAFlIENBURG, THE PICTURESQUE 


"RHINELAND GoTHI e,." MONaTIilOBI TV OF THE BRUNswlcka, NEAR HI LDItSHE, "".My HOaT 


WAa THE: DuKE'S ItLDItST SON', ERN8TAuGUaT - AN EXTREMELY PERSONABLE VOUN'G MAN 


OF '1 WHI BEtARSA 8TRI,qNC"'M Ae:BItMBLANCIt TO Hla F'OREBE'AFfs BROTHER, GEORGE IV. 

MARIENBURGNOW 'CONTAINS THECONTENTB OF' fHE,OTHItR BRUNSWICK CASTLE - BLANKEN

, 	 BERG"; IN THATAR£A, A CASTLf: WHIOH, DUE TO AN UNFORTUNATE: LAST MINUTE (I N 

1945) litE-SHAPING Otr'THE: SOVIET 'ZoNE, 'F'ELL WITHI~ THAT;ZONE INSTEAD OF THE 

, BAITI8" AREA OF' cowrAOL. IT IS SAID THAT FORA PERIOO'O;- ,TEN DAVS,A trLCET OF' 


TRUCkS WAS :ASS'GNEDBV HIOH£8rBRITISH AUTHORITV - Isupposlt ON ORDE". ""oM 


THE KING! HIMSELF -TO PLY 8AOl< AND FORTH BETWEEN MARIENSURO AND BLANK!!:N8ItFlG 


-EMPTYINO THE: LATTER AND triLLING THE trORMEFl WITH PIOT'URES (OVER "OOOn, FURN

ITURE, PORckLAINETC! T~,s LAST SPRtNO, THE'DuKE HELD AN AUCTION OF' SOME otr 


THE LE86,E:R THINGS. Llt<£ SO MANY GERMAN trAMILIE:8, ,THE BRUNSWIOKS ARE FACED WITH 


TH!;: PROBLE:M 0,. MAINTAINING TH/tIR REVENUES (RAP',DLV DIMINISHINIl) IN ORD!!:R TO 


PAY THE FLOCI< OF' OLD FlETA'NItRe ~WHOM, THEY NATURALLY FEEL AN ", UIAEVOCABLIt 


R!!:SPONSI SI LI TV. FOR EXAMPLE, TH16 FLOCK" AT MARl ENBURQ ALONE NUMBERS 150\ 

SIMllARLV, LUDWIG AND PEQ H£'BSEN (SHE IS A DAUGHTER OF'AUCKLANO GEDDES) WHO 


Live:' ,N AN eNGAGING SMALL SCHLOSS - WOLFSGARTEN ~'NEAR DAFlMBTAOT, GIVE ASitlU 


TO MOBE THAN A HUNOAED OLD PEOPLE, MI!!IDLE-AGED" AND CHI LOREN!' ' EVERYWHItRE THERE 


16 GRAVE APPREHENSION ABOUT THE RusSI ioNS - MORE INTENSE AS ONE NEARs THE BOR


DERS OF' THE SoVI ET Ge:FlMANX ZoNE, AND ON!!:;,,.INDS THAT THE 'PEOPLE 0,. THESE 01 S


TRICTS' HAVE ALREADV MeV'ED'SOME 0" THEIR BELONGINOS TO REGIONS PlIRTHe:1It weST. 


THE TENSION'S NOT SO GREAT A6 I T WAS TWO MONTHS AGO, THANKS TO RECE:NT I NDI CA


TIONS OF CONFEFlENCES,WITH THE RUSSIANS. 


SPEAKING OFTHEH!!:SGEN8, I FINO THAT THItRE HA8 SEItN BOMe:THINO OF AN ASOUT-F'AOE 

RCGARDING LUDWIG's COUSIN - PHILIP OF HESSE, WHOSE ACTIVITIES INITALV DURING 

THE: WAR ARE PROBABLV BETTItR KNOWN TO YOU THAN TO ME. He: HAS ALWAYS BEEN RItPRE

SE:NTED AS A RATHER SINISTER CHAAAOTER. Now THE: M08T EXTRAORDINARY STORY t8 

BEING TOLD ABOUT HIM AND HIS UNFOATUNAn: WIVE, MArALDA. ORIGINALLY ONE HEARD 

THAT HE HAD NOT STOOD IN THE: WAY OF HER BitiNG CARTED OFF TO BuCHItNWALD, WHERE 

8HE F'INALLY DIED. Now THE F'ACTS ARE GIVEN ROUQH~V AS FOLLOWS' THATMAFALDA HAD 

BEEN 'APPRISED OF' THE: TRUE 'loOTS CONCERNING THE D!!:ATHOF 8oFlI' OF BuLGARI. 

THAT'HE HAD BEEN POISONED BY THe: GERMANS. THE 18 WAS OANGItFlOUS IN'ORMATION FOR 

HER TO POSSESS.' SUPPOSEDLY, SHE AND PHILIP HAD ARRANGED A CODE MEaaAGE TO aE 
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EXCHANGED BETWEEN THEM if" THC (iOING GOTROUQH.'hta SAlO THAT,IN ACCORD

ANCE WITH THI S AOREEMENT, PHILI P W, RltD MAf"ALOA TO MEET HIM AT THIt TEMPELHOY 

A'RPORT IN BeRLIN ON A CERTAIN DATE:. SHE WAS TO COME wiTH ALL HEA JItWEL8. 

SHE 010 SO - BUT IN8TEAOOP' BEiNG MET BV PHILrp,SHIt WAS MET 8V HIMMLEA WHO 
QAACrOUSLV AEU ~VED HER OF' HI!:APRECIOU8 HAND LUQGAGEANO LEO HER 0"''' (ULTIMATELV)' 

TO BuCHENWALD. ISNIT THAT A 0000 BALKAN VARN? WHAI!EV£R THE TRUTH MAY BE, PHILIP 

NOW LI'VE:SI'N SEOLUSION NEAR HERIt AT TH&: OLD SCHLOSS KRONBEFlIl. HIS MOTHER, TO WHOM 

! HAS BEEN RETURNED BUT A 8MALLPORT I ON 0 F' THE ~£WELS P' LFEREO, I REGRET TO SAY, 

8Y ANAMEA',CAN WAC CAPTA,'N' AND HER HUSBAND, A 'COLONItLINI946,- THe: OLD LAND

GRb·'N,S.STER OF THE KAISER,LIVIi:S IN A SMALL COTTAGE CLOSe: TO THE NEW KAO..... 

SERG CASTLE. 

IF': ALLaOES WltLL, I MAV BE RETURNING TO ITALY A1' EASTER - TO MOTOR YROM 


ROME TO CAP 0' ANT I BES BY WAY OF THE HILL TOWNS AND FLORII:NCE,. I DELI EVE THAT 


LAURANCE AND ISABEL WILL BE 'N"Q'U:e:CE F'OA A WEEk AT THAT TIME, eo DON'T THINK 


I SHAL;L In:": THEM. ISAseL SPOKe OF' THESa: PLANS WHEN I SAW 'THEM OR' EFLY IN AMBTER


CAM BE,F'ORE THE,R F'L'OHT TO THESTATE8~ I 'MAGlINE: THEY ARE 'ONCE ,A'taAIN IN ROMEt 


AS SHE BAlD THEY EXPECTEO TO ae: IN loNDON THE "'0 WEE:I< OF FEBRUARY ON THE RC.. 


TURN JOURNEY. SHOULD I T Be: MY GlOOD FORTUNE TO BE" N FLORtNCE, "MAY I OOME ONOC 


AQAIN rOR A cuP OF' TEA? 


WITH ALLGOOD WISHED - AND PROMISES or ANOTHER 

IISULLETJN" ., THI8 ONE: MEETS YOUR STANDAfIIDst 

SI NOERELY VOURB,'" 

THOMAS C. HoWE, JA. 

MR .BItRNHAROB£REN80N 


I TATTI 


SETT.GNANO, ITALY. 


frAA / fa/son 
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'0/0 Beer 	 November 20;,t951
60 1':;0):,i tzstrasse 

: ..Wie d~n,Germ~ny 	 f ", 

"j •. , '" '. 	 .h . 
, • ~ ~ " j " . 1:~ l, " ',~: I . . '" '., '".. .... , .... 

..1. .:' ".; "'~; '.;' k 	 .~ :.,i " ,I I.' , ... ' , . , 
~. '1 " . ': .':..L.;·'· .:. i....	") r ,',. 

. , . " , . ~, ..' 

.•••• .'!. l" 	 .J. 

,,'" '!,"Dear l,lr •.. Ji~we, , ' ,~ .,::. ,'. . , .,,- .: > . ,"'..;, '.'" ,~ ',' ( '. . 

T,hank :IOU i'Q:c' youP ~ice an~,'~\n~,;~r:}3,s'.~ing l~tt~]: 0~f."N~V.:Io;51'~ , " . I 

I r.enlen',ber a tf"l~ ",Vie h,E1~ tp t)ler, wl1en ·.,driy.iAg, once: ;fr9ffi' ,!l.h..ein:-Mltin 
to, Wi~sbaden ab.out'.. tr\1.y.e l)ing, ,and.. ,m~l,eagE!,:of .your ,. c~:r,,.:. vO,u,~o.:ld,. m~;. ~~:an 
that; 'yo,ll; di.d,not, .'~tra:vel a.roll;!).,d .,:=iO ,lIlllc,h \,ftt, hpmeas ,;f,ou ..cij,_d }.er:~ •. BU.t,'::. 
f.roJ:', your1etter .. I lea.rned ,tha.t ::,roul'cap.a01ties in. t.hlS ·fleld. eV.e:n."en-

., . • • • • • j , ~' , • ' ',' ,," i" '..'... ' 1 t ',:.... \. I": ,,;. .'" '.".' 

~re~ied 'since 	you 'laft us in August. 3000 miles a A&yl,Ho~:could .you; 
stand 'this?: I' ,e-ill ver'Y' pleased., .thb;'~' y:o:u, .foupd: such::,Q., nioe" poOcil~. for: ' 
your ·sist.er. For ,11 10Ilg t,in~~ now: ,-r ,.ha:v:e"no~ .heard. fpomBlacktH1.11 "put,: ,I \" 
hope .t 118. th.e ..r's ,ne·~,o:ver~ng:.· :On~Y~ ;;tJ~fs ';~rri,~c)'gan (~!»~tui-', 'v',on ;~l~,~:ChJ,ti ;:1;:.1;.' ' ~, " 
s'~yr ~'. tew d.ay,~,; ,b~l.~.re\ bu t;h..§l.: d:idn,',t:', &pe.13t, m@.-,;-:··;R,e.:thE! '·~l:e:tt.~rn:~c·h. attair 
I .'can t"ell .Y01.t,:thF~~' I: .pad .1J1i~~",p:ow<a: ,t,e l:~ph0I'!e::ciall ;froTIt H('jrr .. E:reY:Jlho :i' 

inqu'i,re,?- ,for,:~the.. FueFs~J:nabo.ut ,theacldpe;ss .of.. this, m;~n;UU'sone)" in,BQnn. 
She will ~ontact him a~so a,nd p:u.sh i:t.lle In(l~trter .fr.omthi$):md.: She.;,will.',:. 
a(~9: l1se the argument o·f :th~X-::I!l~Si.Exll'~bi tion, which" yqu Jl:r~tended :to. 
,haye, nl(l,nned,.,"" ,I.fLm .st.lll::i,n .my .of,f.ice .in Wi:\3.sb?",den .;but~expe,ct.' tha.t;:;:I,.',;( 
must, move: .now ,to~ Fr,~,rikturLt". 'I!J.thin t.h.e ·ne:x:t i. l:4.days:.i..The~· ,big :mOYe, to'.:'.: 
B'onn wP"s .stl.l,r,t,ed.in: t.he be.ginning,.of, th,is.JI)onth'. :Than',o.f ,'cour:se ithey:, 
Vi~ill, .h ave p18nty spaoe,.in ith 8;IGHo..ch.haus, hbw:ever::I learI\,ed.t,h fLt one.:::;, ,., ,\1 
h,a.lf, of: thtlt build,ing. '\'.~ill be.occupi'ed:.,in: th,e,'fu<t.ure by,. the. Army,. '.;.;:"1.:.; 
WJ tprepp,ect to ou:r. :big'llrobl ems:,":' nOlth1ng :h·as~. happened., For::Fourinfor-". 
mation. r' m· enclosing acop.y,of', mM~::report to tass:; Hull. ,It 'w.as ·diff,ioult! 
to get, even this ,pffi(J,ll pep.9+',t tog?the.r. "The l,e.;:;:.t para.has :,be.eWiout.; off 
i:1r.Br. midn't wish, that "I·"sho.uld writethi.s ·becal,l$eo~\~1 :cla$sified~r 
mit ters.~ t expe'cttq'goagain tp';,M,unlch; J.!1.tl1.e n\~xt :w a.~.k:. ·~ri~i.t.)enbach'. :,r.., 
IJven thaught that .b~r .t;l.a~ t.im.e we,,·migh~. havec?iy.e'd ,~he: ordeF: t.o,;)YPIl-::-;:· . 
tinue the l')acking .0,1', the. Austri,an, ,$tuff., Before '!oNe ('l,re d,oing.i t, I, haYI:! .. 
to che~k 'ag~ih ,ab?u.:i:' i?'painti~is'A~a' ~~,~,d .,:fo<~ustr:frl.:,on,;'h,~1n~-, of, tr,t?nph 
01 .subln.tt ed DYB,OS~ Vo,ll,aIl9.:•., ·There .is ?J. blg chance that part. of, :i;t\ 
is nclud!tHi in thisshipIi,ent.i1fy~oi'tn' impr>ession how.e,ye'r is·,the.t, .~lE~ wltll 
not hn, va received final" ins tru·cti.ons',: by that time. "'All'. the,. of' 'o.es are: : 
v,ol~}:ine;'v . SloW,' inuph. so b:.3i,t~rJ ~or.., m~·.: 1.' In peep'<tred fo.r(' the .g,en?:r.ai''- 1, 
t urn-over to the German, CO,mmi,t t,ee,,;~11:, receipt s 'ar,e~ ::r~.ady"lJunich 9-:;;" .VI.ell 
as for Wi i:'"d.en 'IDa tJ3rial. Af·ter ii-., conv,ers?.tion .which' I' had ,'%1 th" Bret ten
b:'.ch, . r'. expect ,t~f~ t oUF~ 9ff'ice fU;'ci, :ais:o:'ll1y":II~i~.?,t,t~;i!ili ia;s,t1'~'ntil F,e.brual 
or March !text year..'":'"l Her.e. othe.1i'.vri?,e.a·~ 1, i..s, gQing yie ll. A,:t.Wo.,~ we,ek!3!.,,I1go 
I hfvd my son Wol.ff~ her~ .forunD· CiaYE?'.' It" 't.,Tas;;.relilly,'" 'Wonderful., M:r"lc.<Dusin
Dr. PQtr?~ t z h81~,' ~"il, e~~ur~.:fo~ th·~s,tuai.entf3' 9f, ¥r_?Y,Dk~.urt ,UniV,er.si ty". at' 
Lorsoh and. 'Ire both,. wen t". wi th .. ,h~Jll'~. 1:--, tl1 allght/ i:k at .goo(i,~idea to: show m,y 
son. thi s . f·nd. I,pope .h.~' lea,rnetJ.. s9~~lb ing.. ,out o.L i t'e, You; rem.f?ber our ;,trip 
to W9r'ms, Lorseh: "?·~1o~ff ~snow:~sl.nceAugust in his new,b.0?r'di,np;;-school".l 
~:. t Kronberg. He Ils now ve"{.'y p~appy: .. there'·; bllt: i n,\ ttl e.,J)eginning [,,,,'.P'P.e"I'e'u:tly 
he .dl dn' tl ik,e it'· v~.r:y mit 9h: 'i.·:Il,~1 .. WfJ',9,'~ hgr,n ~ 9!i~k~: 1,; ;l~. '1,rn,e,d:·.pQ~ ?~hin,g,i D-.7: ., \ 
teresting from .hi.s; teache;-, Dr. ~iiyh~~ s:., ...Wo~fL run aW.l;Ly",:tl:1.e Vf::ry fir~~~,,", 
day he c,q.roe to. Krop b,eFg~ i. ~9b9dy ~~~w~vll~r~,h~,i w~n t to~ ,S£k th pql;.ge.; .. < 

and hi S .mothep Vi' ere·. warned. "Finall Y,Ah ey: t'ollnd; him, in:: Frankfurt,. sit t'ing 
on 1'1 str'e\9t hearth:~ house .. wher·e.his'mo'th;2r"'~.!?: iivlng:'!IE!: 'tol~he;' J),eople 

v,'ho : found, him 	 there, thi1 t.]he inten~ed ..to ." t:::(~.mP;: to 1,Lun.i eh, to, h ..i s,'; J:~tpl~r 
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~ho. is. there.in the ~ollecting-Point. I had written h~m that I should 
be there duri Aue;ust. When I learned this story. I had E'_ re.ther . 
curiOub feeling, Why he dn't ~ant ~ogo to his mother and why. tome? 
In Huttanheim all is going well. We are talking very often about you 
all. Also.Christian· is u'sktng: KQmmt :.Mr.; Howe. nie wieder' he·r. ? 
Lc;.st w8'2k' . Ls;taye(i,..4-t i·I:;' t te~heiIfjbeci~use,,:'Ger.da·;'!13,. f f:t:ther Vias [~V1ay. 
Sunday', ev ning .Gerda· ;:~n.d" ~7en t to Wie sb aden: togo',' to the opera (CE~·men) 
All the FL~,ers here, Cl.:r:e ~ fu~l':Qf '. notic?s' abquti:.thE;i,Qpera. how. b.ad. it· is 
going and :th8 people showed not enough interest in·!t et9. So we 
thaught it m~s~be easy to eet seats~.When ~e6ame there 1 ,not a single 
sep" t Vf.f!.s still. aVfJ.ilfl,bl~" [;,nd we 'I.'en t home ,very disappointed' a$ you can 
imagine. 'J1hat is how far you Cf~n trust·'ll..rticles in the papers. Gerda' ~ 
youngest ~ister,. V1Ii, I believe ,you have seen. her once, is now' ti1king 

I 	 riding Ie s sons: in Wie sbarten at" the Wei ss: Tftttersal. She is' very' h P"ppy 
and enj0is.it, 'but her teacper is calling off.,the lessons'ver:y·oft'en .. in 
th8 very ]p,st:. rilinute, so I '. suggested th fL t she sh aUld: change' from Vrei as 
to Frl. ,Mq,rianne·••••• L( .wbat -is,'ller~ baroe,::I;·have.,forgotten it ). Hqw
ever I h~ve n6thing to say about.this, the~Gre~t Man" in·Hattenheiro has 
to, decide. it. FunnY"but it.is"nowmore,·thana year;) that Lhave,seen' 
and spoken. to Gerda I s fil ther' for the last time, although, h e--knew very 
well ·th?-t I am oft~n; ',it. H::-,ttGnh~im •. iI'mq\li'te shure, that,'I ,could get 
aloijg:wlth him, very. w~ll b~t.w~ avoideaGh Qther·~$,longas our ,"aff'~r" 
is not yet settled.- ~Q9ut:two ,wf?8ks ago·I.had:a caLl: i'roma Illan who 
didn't giv(:) his nf1me~.He spoke ,flul:mt'ly.engli.~h butnot Amep.~9an"an,.q ': 
inauirea wettie~ you·we~~·iri, or ri0t., Than I toid'himthit: YOU'had, already 
left GernF:.:ny .c:nl gavehim yOUl,', address. ,1. w()n9,er if" this yt as xlSlt this 
fat man from the Auto ~salo~ ?Never, ~n invoica~from the ~ut9-Salon was 
re6eived • .Ho~ is the" R6ver~ aoing it, ~o.you:st~~l .like,him as,much as 
yori di~?~.I-m also yery.happy~that Mr8~ ~iprer·di~'sendyOU t~ese. 
460-day clocks. At the mome~t,.1t is at~eal"!r~ge" with this.clocks 
and you can .see them in ,::very shop,~ or "a: 18-1:)le s§.ying . that they aI.'e sold 
6ud and wili be eXpected ~ iij in so and so many days.- For Mr. ;Cunning
h:1m I ,hCl,V8' st ill not;done anything.; It, is l::j ly . 11 g,rd to find things 
in which he might be intere$ted~ The~only _painting,(p~nel,5~~x38-cm) 
which is offered.here is a Floris" Portrait of a ~omBn" ( MGe~esgo8ttin) 
of ~hich th1 countn ~rt is in the possession of the~KaiserF~iedrich 
;;luseum F~n II experti2e ll bv Foerc:.ter is p,vail(~ble.~ Pri'ce not given. I will 
writ;::; him this, but fx~nI do not eX'PGct th8.t.:'he.;: i,s.,'i,nterest,ed·in it. 
I al:?o got~. l'~tt:;r from Jhl'. Roell :.tsking .,fdr,:·~.,:ph·olofr6m i1 Honthorst 
apinting ifi the ~1~lery of .Schloss R8inh~rt~hau~en ~t Erbach. It was 
not very e~sy to get it, b8c~use the Hohenzoll~rn. r3 •. Preussens have 
nothirtg.tosay about Schloss Reinbarthhausen. now. The administratioh 

. is now und~r·a cart n m~n Garmersheimer who ia acting for all ~t~s 
heirs together. But fin~lly I ~ot the photo. 'Roell gave me also' the 
~ddress of the owner of a wellknown Dutch fil'm to whom he·had spoken 
abQut me. I wrote this man and applied for a job but nothing ca~e out 
of it becuase this firm dropped there plans to establish~ big plantatio 
in French ',ij es t Afric;;t ( Ivorycoi:'"st r bee/luse of 1 ack of workmen in tili s 
area. - Thank you very much for the letter of Mr. Firestoneo I followed 
your stion and cbpied the letter and send it together with .a'letier 

. from myself to • Gledhill, usihg your draft for the Firestone Cornu. 
as a s le. I also did send my forms off to the US Consulate now, : 
I am enclosing a memo of the Consulate r8garding the sponsorship for 
your inform~tion. From some pe 

AA A ftl\1~on 

Ie here I learned that one h~s now to 
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wait until the raEistration nu~ber is called up. No exceptions will be 
rn~de -, but there i~ x9il a possibility to speod up the m~tter if one 
flP"S r'3(J,1Iy good connections. It harpcns thrvt peopl8 \','ho h2.8 '1::;rlied 
e~rlier for immicration to the states ana bis a rath8r low quota number 
f:';,v9ch'1.ng,::;cl th,~.irli1ind, thAn sup.posed the connections, it h'lI'pens that 
one can beswi tched over .,to this 10"(;r quot? number, but it is not 
Qui.te legally. -:-. Wi th.: regF,l,;pd to _th.e exchange. pr.ogrf),ro you .. wrote that 
accorcUng tq yom:' inforroll..n t employment· by: nrCOG 'tlllllBll doesn'.t '<inake p: 
person iri81~Gibl e' •. J WP".S told. her.e; that· it i:~," p8 ~,lly so,. but the main 
point is :tIli3.t t'ell :p8rsons..yvpp h~ve 11vead;!. ftled a,request for immigra
tion to tIls Stat9$ are~n8IiGiblefor·exch8..nge, th'<.LI have .. seen myself 
o~a print~d'form, whic4. I saw~quite ac6idefitally i~ the ·office of' 
Breitenb~ch. What·Y9uwr9te.me,~boutyour visit'in Washington:and.,the 
pO;3si bili:tiiJ:3' r'e the' new: set-up. in Bonn was not. onlyin'3teresting but 
al~o gave ~s here very del~Bb~ful ~Sp9ctS~to G~e,you all here again 0 

I \'iould be,v:onderful, irit\,work.s;.~\lt i1nd'.if,.~.t is acce:ptableto you•. 
Donlt you: need than an ind:i:ge~olls assistan~ ,{,I· know'oneI.-· 
Yeur l:$l!j~:"rl'. re Mi;.E.i E.· was in:terestiIl8 because I get h!3re· a. simLl,ar .. 
impres~i~n in connecti~n with~ollr office. I th~ught that she' would!be 
in a ver~:, close con tact·~[i th ~Gre .'i~nd eX~h.h'I1ge lett ers etc. - semi 
off feLl and official', but until tod~~ Mr. B.has not r>8cei ved 'one 
letter frpm' her. I don't' kno~_w~tb~r it. is the fault Of her q~~Of,.him. 
Also ~'·:e hayeI' hGo.,rd r... gainf!-bout.:the ;'rdrir of:th,~ stolen 'gems of t.he 
st s,;:~t:.i ehe Mu;imz s(~ri,miung, MU3~nchel1,whiCi!'h'Vjas .. 'Wepol.,ted; by Prof .\.Gebhard o 

You cUd send th,~ 1at ter'tq her, .:L ,r.ememtler it" a.nd. we forgot to enclose 
the photostr,.,tic cOJiies ,.of ·,th"\ ·cata~Qgue, which. ;TOU took with !rou for 
personal:deliver'y to h9r~. :Nqw Prof.'Shusta:>''''s office'is constantly.:.··· ,'. 
Pr8ssing,u~ re ·the an s.v: er' ?',n·d the ',p\ken steps -in this IDfttter.Itold· 
Br~ 'thntth9:matter is~enti~~ly jnthe hands'~f, the dep~rtctent and ~thit 
you men ti<;Jned. to me tb,;i,tyOU ;wqul d ,:t.alk rtbou t this Lduri-hgyourvi sit 
in ~~shington. We n8v~r h~ard agai~'frorn Miss H.·'~~offica what~st9pS. 
'~qve be;~m,t('J.ken. Wlnt }{::r?·.D:r•. i$ doing :'nO'N in .. this .cas'3 I .don't.know but 
I presume: that he ,will asked tho Del~ar,tment for info!'ill2.tion .. 
G·::;rde. r.,nd her nlother joins me in. ~;9ndingMrs •. 'Howe, p'rimrosG &.nd you 
ourvo~y best tings. . _ 

·,.·1 am 111ways . 
yours:~~~___-. . 

. J 

'- . .' ~ " ....- - "', ' "" .'~ : . 
P.• ~3. Fe,.isons, had ,ci.lq~., o!::trquble .Iy1 thl.hair '0' ;r-f.reightancl alos wi til ';:' 

th~ v:ouchar, youprobp"bl;;hen,rd ';,2.11 about th'is. 'W'e, ,did .wnf~:t we 
could froni oUP Gnd aTl;q:I ,~or::e :that,ci~l is· st:r:;a,fghtned 'out .b7! nowo 

. t;. ': 
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OFFICE OF MILITAHY GOVERNMEN'l' FOR llEHltJ\NY (us) 
,'Office of the Milit3.J'7 

Governor 
J\.PO ·7421:, :,': 

AG 007 (,FD) 

, . 
'1'0 &: 	 Direct,or vf j;Iunich CentralOolloctj~ J?oiI:J.t, ' 

Restitution Branch ". .. ,,!. ," .. ,'i'" 

Prop'arty Divisi'on;: , , 
Office' or 	Mi1i ti.ry' G6ver'nffieiit' for B:lvt:l.ria 
AJ;'-l'J i{.U7, U.,ti./i.rmy 

Attn: I~iFAib\" Sec tion, 

1. . In accordance with t,ho come,renee ,:betwa'en Colonel 
hlCAi]e, RD&R ,Divi~lont U;1AQA,:,.u:nd,:Mr~:'Ro\iJaJ;'p.. Restitution &. 
Rcpar;.ltIons',Br:i:acb..OMGUS,;' 'the ,foll'6W.i'ngdispo~.1tion"will ,be 
made of cultural luateriaIs"'remQV...9:Q, ,,:t:;-om AU3triari repositories 
1:;0 thei':i:urdqll Co.ntr'al Collecting .Pofrit;"wi(br.>,t.;~\,:::,,~J.j~;r~)emt:)nts of 
t,UgW1t 1945 and July 1946, between Uf:H+'A and ,O:"!iGWJ. 'ft' ahou,l9, 
be notnd: that ,~.lpprOxiIil.ately .two : thousa..'1d ~tems' have already: 
bi:H~L r',)stituted to cowltries formerly".o¢cupi'.~d"by tho (Jar'mal,lS, 

, and ,tha.t the lllacer'ial concerned consists Ti.1i"[~ely of, mat;.:;rial 
col18ci:;ed for tit;,} ~;)()-called "Hitlor-Linz-lilu30WU" 'which WI.:l.S , 
iniiended ,to be buIlt in Linz, Austria. It f3b.ouldalso be noted' 
that t:his is in,lCC(}rd with the principles of i,:X-88362 , 28 
AUGust 1948 and W/I.H-X BBOOI, August 194.8. 

2.'111'10 IL1L'erial will be soreened ,with ,;,;:,'1 aid of the 
micrcl'.ilm of' il1voicl':s and corresp'dhdance of 'the Linz !.\';usewn, 
into £iva catcgoI'ies, as follows t 

, 	 . 
Ca.ta~~o I. :,iaterial clearly proven to be of German 
orl.tI~ n 1..e • ., acquired in Germany p originati.ng there 
before 12 ;v!arch 1938) _, ' ' 

oatu;;;;ort II. ;ldaterial clearly provon' to bo of AUS, trian 
'\ i It - i " . .. h ' ,I"or g~n Acqu red In AustrJ.a, ana 01. t leI' I'UmOV0c. ...:rom , 
i ther(j subsequent to 12 ;~;arcll 1938 or ear-I:lflI'lwd for 

, , 
'( 

" the Hitler-Linz-l'liuseum).i 

,". . " 
.,," '. t' Cllt0i'a0i7 III. ~ Material removed from countries occupied\' /11'
,/,\", 	 by t 1e ~Jermans (other than Austria) and subject to 


r-f:~ s t; i!~ ut icr.J. . 


GatGgory IV. Palntine:s by Austri·:.m artists i with no 
, " , 

, , ; \ Austrian export stamp, and nO oth:;;r evidence of origin. 
',I 

!' 

- 1 
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Material from Auutria Heposit'or,ies at Munich Central Collecting 
Point. AG 007 (PD) 

(]atet~orl V. il;laterial whose, origin can 1J.ot be tx·aced. 

3. a.. rPhe material found to belong in Category I, will 
be retained (i,t tho Munich Central Collecti!lg Point and released 
\:iottl£t tLinhrcE:l'" l'r~~sident of f3avclria as Germ::.l.r:. art in acccrdr.iUce 
""1' 1-: 1-, """'1' (,,<,/-;' 'n':", c:~; ..~oct';V':::'QyJ 'oJJ", ....,.,., .. , ')V,..4..,l,..Lo ~"I,.,..L.v- ....L. -,$oJ. 

b. 11:1113 material found to belong in Catagory II» will 
be rrJturned to tr:u cust.ody' of 'USFA, which will provide the 
tI"a'I'O' '("ort <"t I' 0.... .,'H,.,.. ,~~s,~ ...y " 

l......,.) ;".,1' !:.l., '''' ...~~ 'or,.; ~..r 0 o.J.. • 

c" T~.c Ei'!:3.t::irial found tobolong in Category III t will 
be I'ct::.tinad at the, j\':un;Lc.h 'Central Colh:ctinf';, Point and. r'?sti:
tuted to, the :,:,.pI)ropriatecountri~s, l,IIWldiately .. 

. . " ~. 

d. t~hel1la.terial found to belong in Cat~~goI';Y IV, will 
b,;, I,;.:::leasi::d to L.:';:::A as. ha.ving been preSuIllpti'\n~:ly remov0d fI'om 
,lUstl'iu, ,and O:',F'\ willprovlda the necessary traEsportat ion. 

;e. '1'1:0 mateI'iaifound to 'belong tn, C1?~tee;ory V, will 
not b<:: reL~aS'3c. or disposed of without agraerneJ:]t between U:'3F/\ 
and o:JGrs. It 1s hoped that the t,ho:rough screcnlrig of this 
ma.tor:L::.ll \'vill rrduce this ca~e30ry to a very, small number of 
itam,s. 

G. H.. !·G.AH DF.i 
Lieutenaut Colonel, AGD 

,Adjutant Ger...eral 

Tel: K.:-lrlsr1.lho 617 ., 
JDxt. 251 
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" ~;f:: ·.;:;,:c~:>t!r.t:~.~,:,,~ ,>::., /:, ,:=.(! ~~~'.",;:'Le~:i l::~'~:\ ~":;_"',~,:.'':';' ,,,":'", ~Jt>, ~~:':."' ,_" "1"':" "',' 1\_. : 

THE:, M:>~'ffMLY'REi:f>:P~,T" J:lf" : Tt:fE,CE;i'J,TI'ti\L ' CO';L~C:r t NQ 'P6tNT',. WI EGBADEtN i :'SU'SMf'Tl"!:D ': ",;, ',te n _, 
• . .. "'M \, ~ ,_,I " ' •. ' ,'." -... \' I'. 'I ".'" ~ • '" :,) I'. \r." ,,'"... " r' ,.,." ". 

R£CNLARLY CITOrTti,t~PERT.V" ,01 y, StON.•. ',Hfq,O~.' '~6'NtAi~ls II.; DETAi L£rjt"Evlew iOv", ,:/' "",,: 

THE' MONTH'S 'AQ.T:tV'T.i·E~;'.:; ,"'~i' ,R~~,~;i'~rs Jf:¥i:,~f~"'(~O~"THR'~€ MAliN "SIlCTI'ONSI :..;! 1;'j .., 

~ .,"; , I ,'l.:· ":f: f ,~'{f, . "" j', '" .... ~' ,.; ,"".,. ·,·.,· .... ')1 r:.:'! I \.t.I~.: '~::,:' ,'~"L~r':'-' ~·~C'.\.·, '.,.:~ '. ;<'." J,,:- .~"":'!" ~ .'t;. 

". ) cAor:n1 N' stRAT 'ON; ::~~~li:R. w.~, O~t t~ ,:'¥r'vt~l~:;~~T~tii4~NTio;r"pe:R80NNEL; ENPl;;OY£D. :I;:...',:.! 
";" "',~:~ \' t;y ';"t~ i; i g ~:, ,: '; ~: n ' ",il)71,'n:J~:' (:;,:~~:',"" "." ,~'~:'~,:,~",',:,:;,'~''': i ,'. i 'i' '(.'i'in ,""cJ":: ,""':":, ,\ ;','!.. ,:"7~!,:;:::':, i. ~ (1,;:; 

".2)iJtfAdOR' PROBLEMS, &, EVgNTS;,:PE:YOTtO"T9' BA'~F' NOTATiioNS '(eONC£RN"NQ'NrwAAND:'i~' ',;,:.. 
( 1,', ", "":'~ .. :::: ,,;v '::!!,:- "","::(:r;:?r~r~;N~,~~~:,;~A~,~¥~~r!;~:'7;, :;; r;,!~~::;: ",,:1!'.','r,':r l 

~) OPERATIONS, COMPRISING A "PLAV BV PLAY" ACCOUNT OF. CUFIRENT SHIPMeNTS

MAINLY OUTGOING, BUT OCCASIONALLY INCOMING (AS WILL BE NOTEO 

BE:LOW IN THIS SUMMARY OF THE REPOAT FOR ,DECEMBER 1950, WHICH 

HAS I3EEN SF:LECTED ,AS TYPICAL.)'., 

THUG IT 113 THE OPERATIONS SECTION WHICH WILL PROVIOC' THE. INTERESTED LAYMAN 

WITH THE CLEAREST PICTURE OF' THE REGULAR ACT,VITIe-S (>F THE CCP, WIE9SADEN. 

DUR:.NG THE REPORTINO PE:RIOD REF'£'RFlED, TO A80V£ THE FOLLOWING OUT-SHI,PMENT8, 

~ ALTOGETHER, (Nos. 2ll0-247 INCL. ),WERE COMPLETED. 

DEC. 1 2 PAINTI NGS RETURNED TO LOCAL O~VNERS. 
- DEC.7 - l.j PAINTINGS RESTITUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH LAW 59 '(JEwl SH OWNERS) 

- DEC. 11, - I CASE CONTA I NTI NO, 21 ~ PERSONNEL ".. LEe REST I TUTEO TO N.Y. OWNER. 

DEC.15 ,'115 PA I NT I NGS; 19 OftAWI NOS} AND 7?. MI aCF:LLANEOUB OBJECTS RELEASro 

TO ovmER (AN ART DEALER), HIS CLAIM TO OWNERSHIP HAVING.BEEN Ea-

TABLI SHED AF'TER LENGTHY RESEARCH.' , 

- DEC. 15 1;5 CASE!) CONTAINING 14,g2~ ,JE\'IIISH 8001<6, SHIPPl!O TO AJDC, ANTWERP • 

...; DEc.lg I CASE CONTI\INING I~ JEWISH BOOKS (LAW 59 CASE) RESTITUTED TO 

OWNER IN TEL-f\VIV, IGRAEL. 

DEC.19 H~ PAINTINGS ANO 10 CARPETS RCS'TITUTED TOO\'/NE" (LAW 59 CASE). 

DEC .20 - 6 RARE 8001<S RETURNED TO LOCAL OlrINER, WHO HAOE:STADLI SHED HIS 

RIGHTf"UL CLAIM TO THEM. 

THEnWAS 1 INCOMING SHIPMENT OURING THE REPOnTING PE~IOOI n VOLUMES 0" 
THE ~"ONITEUR UtIilVERSELLE, ERRONEOUSLV TRANSF'E'RRr;:D TO, CUSTODY or: THE HESGIAN 

i/:INISTER ?RESIDENT. THESE VOLUMES WILL NOW BE RESTITUTED TO THE FRENCH GoV'T, 

\"lHICH HAS F'ILE:D A RIGHTF'uL CI.AIM TO THEM. 

RECAPITULATlmJ OF' OPERATIONS REVEALS THAT A TOTAL OF' 15,,54 ITEMS WERE RESTITUTED 

DURING THE MONTH OF' DECEMBER 1950, LEAVING A TOTAL OF' 97,4':)0 ITEMS ANO ;51 BOXES 

YET TO BE LIQUIDATED. 
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SUMMARY OF DECEMBER 1950 f.JbNTHLY REPORT OF THE CENTRAL COLLECTING POINT, 

LANCESMUSEUM, WU::SBADEN. (CONT'O). 

OUR RECOROS REVEAL THAT A TOTAL OF ;40,~46 ITEMS HAVE BEEN RESTITUTEO 

DunlNG THE OPERATIONS OF THE CCP, \o'£SBAOEN, SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT. IT 

SHOULO BE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THI8 FlGU.RE GIVES A'VERY MODEST IMPRESSION 

OF THE VOLUME OF ~ATERI AL WHICH HAS BEEN II!PROCe:SSEOtl~ 'NASMUCH AS THe:::' FlO-

URE GIVEN INCLUDES, 'E.G., , LOT NUMBt::fHNG 979 CASES CONTAINING IN EXCESS OF' 

1,200,00 INDIVIOUAL ITEMS, ANO ANOTHER ~OF' 1,264 BOXES CONTAINING ,,000,000 
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS. 

THE DECEMBER REPORT ALSO CARRIEO MENTION OF ExHIBITION ACTIVITIES AT THE,GALLER

IES OF,THE W,E6BADEN L~NQESMUSEUM, WHICH HAV~ SEEN UND~RTHEJURISOICTI6N OF THE 

DI,RECTOR OF THE CCP. DURI NG DECEMBER Tt-fESE COMPR'ISEO, ,THE FOLLOWI NO I AN EXHI SI-

TiON OF WATERCOLORsav J.M.W. TURNER; ANOExHIBlTlON OF EUROPEAN LANDBCAPE PAINTING 

f"ROM 1560 TO 191)0 (CHOSEN MAINLY FROMT"'E COL.LECTI ONS OFTHEBERLI N MuSEUMS); ANC 
, " I' , 

ANCExHI BI T ION OF, HI STORI C WALLPAPER'S. THESE "EXHI BI'TtONS WERE ARRANGED WHOLLV OR 

IN PART, BY nlE DIRECTOR-'\liTHE CCP. HENCtYC)"RTH, ,EXHIBIT,IONS - r;;XCEPT AS A T£RMI,N

ATING ACTIVITY. -:- WILL NOT F'IGUREIN T,HE:: MONTHLY REPORT, SINCE THESE ACTIVITIES 

WILL BE HANDLEO BY THE APPROPRI~TE GERMAN AuTHORITIE8.' 
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, 	 - . 

..' , "~L{ll: :p~.•ate, :perman: 'own.,rsh1p' :a:t;<8c)llroe·,i.;nO):e~1~:·.',; 
denos' ''Of' 'dii~BeV;':'o'OntinuoIl9 history in Germany till aoqllired
by Nazie. t . . , ' .,", " 

, }: ~:':"';"(": , :C,,~: . " ... ~~,: ';' ~~.~,.v' \ '" \ :: .'-,,;,.,~._: . ','_ ," ;'1: ,\·,',:.;:/1 i.:: ." _. 'r., :(.1." _\~,,~-, ";: ,';~':'.:; ~~, 
. ." .. 'j' "'(2 )i'EaJ;a11est !.aV&1,18bli(;,ev~:de::nd'e\t~'pt"bo,n~1.Au.qUB ,,:.J.,.. 
wartime history: ':'it ;P1;iva,te::'C~aiman ,:ow~ef:.' tn,WeBt::'~o~~J.~~:lVQ'j" '}:c it 

furtherin:f'orma'tion available ':t'romor'·sbout-thi.s· owri.$r'~' . 
(If,a<.dealer:i:n::·Wee't :'Z'C)lief~' !then:deolared', 1t,Un.1denti:fi'e'd!':):.t·.::';i : .... 

:, ,"'1":. ;', ''.,'. ~":_' ~.:,\ <',~i'.f-~'..' '~'-':"!~':i"."~ :il ',::: ,r,.":;:~·.·".f:.:.. ·':..•._~· •. " 

! (3 )'-Earlies~. avaIlable ;:.vj,.~el'loe,1li.oonttntiQtie! ,~.i,;i 

warti:ne history 'El ~sou.roe' 'in Easl,:;Z,QAEf.( .L:aOk ~"ot' ::.aY.ail8D·re:·~·'··;:
evidenoe is no, fli'ill..t' :..o~.,tl;i~(J.~ii'iis~: 'co;;" .! .... ,', ,..' '\) .,: ;.,", :, '., ;': 

j , ,', '" ,••. ,I..~,,' :.' -,',':11.',,'; ". ~.l_:.':, ...... ;' .'.\·.;N'<·.:!....·.r'~" ~~,)'::..f t,':: . 

9v1dene~ o~4l'u~~~::,~'~ff:d~~:;;~'!~'":~~:i;;~a~~~::~eD~1:Z' :c t ,;" 
No. 1.00.0, then cOllei,dared ltu.n1den'tiflediih' . '~'. . \ . 

,,<-,\ 

.', 

~, 

'. t.! 
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(5) L1nz·:l1Wtb$re:;·. pr1orto.: :;so./ Jf.eger' s first 
registration WQO.'ill·Bllrnmer,·19,e. 'iViril18ll1 everything had 
boen in the F:lhl"erbau.~ for·con'tbs ..··Xhe,ohanoe of anything
'Nith Linz No.' b~low :;eO;bein8·,aoquired after the AUstrian 
Ansohluss is negligible. , 

(6) Linz n~bQr9 JeO - 1000, aoqu.lred betwe~n.19'~ ".:;! 

. and 1940 bef0X:G~coup,at1on of Franoe, Hollandi"B.,1g1wn." j 

Sl.lch items oOllId only, have been aoql11red in Germany, or . 
.ALtstr~a,.,: .0. r, .l?Ol,a,n.'d. t 0,r .ozeD.hO. slovakia (o:therwise in non
ooou.p1~d ooun'tr~:~e)'•.;'.ve, dp na:t rest1 tl1te 'to the last-,;wo. 
If ALt'Btr1'fln:pr1v.a~~·t .• QU:l"O.,,:.,·there iano evidenoe of (j.u.resst 
therefore' 'G'erm~n;.. :pr.o·~'rtt~,·/ It" AQ.strtan de,alar, ahol1ld pre- '. 

. Slt!11ably be oall'e:d:}~Jmfd'en:tlf1edll". bllt n~:v(irthele8B there 18 
no .fJv,id..nC.e. of,Clu.~$:aa. ReB8011S to coneld-eX" N1dent1fie d It 

'outiiWliber, ana.,·.ol1tw,e1'gb.,."p;o,.1p),e, , ~el.\8onS to oonsider nun._ 
idel1t1f1$d.~;· ",'. '.:. .... . .'" .. \. ":':: .. ";~ \. ,,:: '.' 

(7 )'Br~~':i8if~i :~'o~l:i~ct~:O~.I'; 7stte',;$~p,~:rate memo. 

(8) Purohased in Italy between 1940 tllld br~~ak ot 
Itelo-German axis1n,·194'.:: 2!hea.• : :1~~8 !1~G9.~1p'",9 ,by
Italians. It Its,l1ana.lU'8: con~9~;,.~tI:i." 1;t~m8,@~,e rest1 tu.- . 
tabla to Italy (I do not believe they Dh~uld be restltllted 
to Italy) •..If ):ta:lJ,tlllO al;~ll1oorraot,then freely purohased
in. ,Italy.: the:rElfOX-a~'CJ:8tman 'pr~'P8r:ti•. : :; :::.. ,:',~ '.' :<:: i:: :,';. ". 

:? '.: .'. '(~.) ~o.~a'cYriA)~k·:~·~;;·~· ';'(~~~.;':' '~~~~i"~~~:Prd'dllc't'~~~r':: 

,modQrn; f~li1shings :fc*'Qb.*s·a~.~erg'{ e~to~ l~. "Mi!),nSt~tiot1'ons
referred a'rily' to' wor}cs" of' art~·";,,", ". . "", '.:'" to .,.1.. , :: . ;;:~ '.:;'., 

~. , . 

(lO) PrDbably rastitutable to France, Holland (vary 

faw 1tems:1'nvolved). ;' ';i'>, .' ~:""i.':' :,"! !~:': (';;. '~, ,:;"1. ." 


. ~ '. . . , 
'. ',"", • : ',,~, "',:" ,':<.:" :: :,,~, "\':,:' '.' (, ,:,">, ::r '.~:'~: .. ", .;,,1. ;:'i,: _, "",'. _.,{ ':, '< :.~. .,~ 

.Notala 	 Letter to J:lEJ from T. C. Howe, 9 Au.gliat 1'951, sti,;it's"s 
ttl ag~~e i,n aJ.1 (la,ses, with, you.r l'eaB~1llg' abollt 
(I). LinzNlltnbe'ra 1)efore' '3aO'r(2) 381 ,"';"'1000." 

NotE! ·2 s '. ~oerPt of;lette;:?t'~";fJle':'t~m ':~:Mi~e','Iiai.ll,:(tAf.~rmal
,9tttcial) J dated '.22 rl:1BY.·::1951.: IlI.·.·.c;te~,ta.i..~ly:.a.~e6 

thAt if an item wae.:t'reely purohased in All.strfa 
by, GerrtlallB" ,lt1s '·g:~J;Illan>:-gr'o;pe.,rtt AiJ.~ ..'notA'tIs tr1an. ft 
To' this. ''"p'o1nt .I. ,h8v.~. "~d:q,'e'd ... that: if i no' "ev1dence then 
a' fr&o"purohuse ·li:.f"pr88Umed. Howe agreed Vii th that~ 

• y .. 

", . 

I
S. LANE FAISON, JR. 

J ""("'(" '-'~.' ('\ n l~' !" .orcA110 ) J, l.-ll .-''c. j \'" c 
COLLECTING POINT M\1NlCH ' 
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qONJIIDENfI4L. 

,OFFIOE OF EOONor~~,IC AFFAIRS 
OULTURAL PROPERTY BRANOH 
O,OLLEOTING POINT, MmHOH 
. 10 Aroisstrasse 

'.':'./ 

Mu.n1oh, Germany, 
Allgl1st ,1, 1951 

To. 

Miss Ardelia R.Hall. 


Arts and Mcinwnente,' Offioer, ... : 

, 'Department of 'state" , 


~aeh1ngtQn 25, D.O. 

Dnd 

Dr. Edgar Brei te:nbaoh, 


E &:' OR D1v1:,aion, Offioe at, f.l1b11c 
Affaire, HIOQG, APO, 757~A, 

. Headquarters Bldg'~;, Frankfu.rt , 

Subjeot. 	 Bases ,of DeOi,,,iol18 oono8J'DiDg "Identified" 
and' "Unident1.t1ed" in Al18trian Oomplex. 

, The following oategories of residual WlreBt1~ 
tutab1e items were oonsidered "identified" for the reasons 
oi t$d below. ItIdentified lt doe8 not neoessarily mean ~Gerr!1an . 
property", bllt merely that the objects was not unidentified 
and therefore that ,it remains hare. As 8 symbol for "iden
tified" I 	 used ' . , ' 

, (1), Private German ownership ,at sOl1roe, noevi
deno(J of duress, continuous history in Germany t111 aoql11red
by Nazis. ; 	 , 

(2) E!\ir11est aV&ilableevidenoe of continuou.s 
wartime history 8 privata German owner in west Zone. No . 
further information available from or about this owner. 
(If a dealer in Wast Zone, then deolared "unidentified").

~'-l;:. 

, (3) Earliest available evidenoe in oontinU0118 
wartime hietorya source in East Zone. L8Qk of availa,bla
evidan()e is no fault of the Germans,,; '. ' 

(4) Aoqu.ired fraIl pr1vateAustrian souroe, no ,
ovidenoe, of du.resa. (If an Austrian dealer, and above L1nz ' 

,No. 'LOOO, then conet.dered "u.nide~tifiaaRr.' ' 

..;. 1 
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(5) Linz n~bera prior to '80. Reger's first 

registration waG 'i'n BtI:nmer 1938. Virtually everything had 

boen in the ~Ll:lrerbau for l:lonthe. The chance of anything 

'lf1th Linz No. b~low380 be ins acqllired after the Aaetrian 

Ansphluss is neglig1ble. 


(6)L1nz nlltlbaro 380 - 1000, aoqaired between 1938 
and 1940 before occap,atlon of France, Holland, Bt)lgiwn. 
Such i tetr;s cOtlId only havabaen aoqLl1red in Germany, or 
.ALuEltria t or Poland ,or Czeohoslovakia (otherwise in non
ocollp1ad c'olmtriee). 'lIe do not resti tuts to the lastTw'o. 
If Auatrian private a Ot:l.rC a , there i300 evidenoe otduress, 
therefore a'ertila~ property_ If Allstnan dealer, ahollld pre-. 
sllruabl,. be oallQ.d'~Wl1denti tied", bllt 11&v9rtheles8 there is 
no 'evidence of dLlre-ee. Reason. to consider "identified" 
oLlt'nWl1ber and. aaneigh possible reasons to consider "lln
identified" .. 

(7) Bruno Teii'el Colleotion, see sep,:xrate mama. 

(8) Pllrohased in Italy between 1940 nnd break of 
\ 	Italo-Garroan axis in 1943_ These 1 tems ara claimed, ,by 

Italians. If ItalIans are correot, the items are rest1tLl
table to Itoly (I do not believe they ohould be rastltllted 
to :Italy). !f Italiano are inoorrcwt, then treely purohased 
in :Italy, therofr)re German proporty. ( 

(9) Not a ftork of art (eLllpty frames, reproduoti(HlS, 
::Iodarn furnishings for Obersalzberg, (eta. ). "!!:3 instru.otions 
referred only to Vlorks of art. 

(10) PrDbably reat1tutabla to Franco, Ho~land (very 

few items involved). 


Not!! 1, 	 'Letter to Ift8 from T.C. Howe, 9 August 1951, states 
'"I agree in all oases with your reaB~1ng abollt 
(1) tinz Nurnbers before 380 ; (2) 38l--=- 1000. " 
Exoerpt of letter to me from rJiss &11 (Informal
Offioial), dated 22 May 1951: "I ,certainly agree 
that if an item was freely purohased in Austria 
by GerrflllnS, it 1s German property and not Austrian." 
To this point I have added that if no eV1denoe then 
a free pu.rchnse is presumed. Howe agraedvJi th that. 

S. LAr,IE F'j\ISON, JH. 
IJj('(-j(' ,):Ci"U l"',r'r '0'''.'1\ ' 
,b~, ~\.", 1, il\,.J, J.l \-. Lr 

COLLECTING, POINT MUNICH' 

. 11~1979 
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OFFIOE OF BOOliOtaO AFFAIRS 
OI1L~URA.Ti PROPER7:t' BRAUCH 
COLLEOT ING POIN!, 'waIN! ell 

10 Aroiss'trasae 

nr.·Edgar· l3re1tenbaoh 

E &' OR DiVision, Offioe of ' 


Pab110 Affairs, HIOOG, 

"l"ankf'tU"", APO 757-.\ 

Dear Sdgal' I 

Among the residual duties that you will inherit from 
this office as of its terminnt1QQ Aucust '1, you will pre
sumably npresent the interest of the U.S. gnvcrn.!llant in 
oonversstions oonoerni.ng the seleotion and approval of 8 
German Oomm11rtee for Oa1tural Resti tut1on, wMoh wOllld, bo 
empowerod to take over external rest1 tut'ion of works of 
art'whenever tho peace--treaty 18 s1g.n.ed. 

, I nm I!1tlro YOll are' infor:aQd~ of the statl1s qu.o and 

I know tbat YOLl have taken pert i.n one or more oonversa

tions on this flJl1.bjoct in. FrsnktLU't. . 


'l'be ptU'pose of this memorandam 10 to adv113$ you in 

the "strongest te:twe to disapprove the membership of 

~t; Bej£~ard HQt,UlI!!a on tbie coM!ttee, whather aa a' 


.	Ii ~r melirer or as an e:mployee who wou.ld direot a "orking 
agen~y responsible to 8~oh a oommitt6e~ The enolosed . 
oli pping ,from the "Mf1l1Ohener Merkn.r" of 30.8.51 indioa tea 
that Dr. Hoffmann hae opinions about the pending traneport 
to ~uBtr1a whioh he io willing 'Co'give to the pres8. ThonG 
opinions, ohou.v1!Ii.aUcallyGerf6sn, are exaotly in line with' 
his Botions as ih... ~o~.\las Howe and I have obaervod them 
for' the paut ~ .. ~~t t:i:.onthe. Instead of acting am; an arb1ter 
for international interests, and thereby helping to "lear 
the· Ge:naBA name in the postwar aft9rmath of Jfaziloot1ns 
aotiv1t1oe,'hu hos pre••ed the (}errean interest 1n the 
narrOw9st Bonae of the term. Thoreby the spirit of COOl'er
etlen which prevailsti in the OC"?:,~w11oh aver einoe 1 ts 
establishment 1n 1945 has been 8erio~oly marred. Ta cite 
an example, Dr. HO l'f!~u.llJ'l a81116 to 'f!.lf~t personally to cast 
sllspicion on'Mise Val1and for the lOEJ~ o,f the TJins Filll'l, 

- 1 
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wh1ch W8!lJ later d1.$QGvered to .hav. been 'tbravIa 11l the 
t:rash .heap of thi e l:niild1.QtJ by enol' by Germutlm,l.oy••• 
of Mr. Mun.lug' ,r o:.ffice whea he Vla8 the Dino'tor of tlbG 
Oolleot1ng 1'o1.n't.' '. 

Dr.. tioff1llonn bas shown no oonsideration whatever 
for the t!31low1ng taote.' (l)~. OeJ'!'li18A8 are' .xtr.me1.r 
fort~te that tha oahtente of the A~8tr1all ropositories 
were brOllght by U. S, aotion to !~W11oh in 1945,-1946. 
(2) The Austrians have> a olaiJu to 80me of tho H81du.e of 
the Hitler colleotion by Joight ofhav1Dg paid taxes out of' 
"",,hiell 'Ptu'chaeee wore made for the .oolleotion (b1lls wore " 
~ald b1 the Re1ohdansle1 oyer LallPJleJ-e' a1gnatUe).en ~. Hottmnnn was io;:n!ff'iA~t.L 1nforme4, of the aire.
(Rent to return the UlU(1$11 .. \10m to Au.tn. D7 rq 
melllO to Dr. Han.f.t,~D.Nl qf July 12. (4) In 1DJ de01810M ,a8 
to what waa identified and w.bat was Bot, I have given the 
Ge~ evel7 reas(}D.sble dO'lbt, and identified 78 " of the 
rea1d~. instead ot 20 ~ a8 predioted. ' 

Byer . sino. AI1gus1 13, I have 'beea wo1l4ering where 
the GerrlOl1 D8wspapere were s~ttlq au.oh Goot1l"8te informa
tion abol1t affnire Of the Oolluot1ng POint. 

. ~ 

Dr. BofbteM' e statement'. to the fti:lerkut'tba i "e. 
sio.h U(~~ einwandfreiOQ dUl1tsche$ ;;~1gt1ntu.m handele" 18 t;Ul , 
abeolQte falsehood.• All proper",. oarda. marked "QI11dent1t1e.ci" 
by tie were tll.1'D.e4 OVal' to Dr. Rotfmann tor oheoldng be:fon 
the final liot wae msdG. lie olaim for these p1otl1res wae 
eV~lrrooe1v.d by me fr')w Dr., Hoftt.ll&JUl. or hie 8tlper1or, 
Dr•. nrlulfrataengl, exoept for til· few m18o,,11aneoWi 1 taHuh One 
01011'3., Corinth on whichlI1veDme :.It the last milUl'. tor a 
there waa no 1nfor~t1on whatever between 19'2 and its . 
aoqu.1altion til 194'/44, I rejeotG4. fh.e" WGJ'e aevel'81·o'the~ 
lte~8'in th$ Bame c3tegor.y, but Dr. HoffmaDD made no olaim 
for theffi. " , 

I can aseu.ro y!:>ll that ~r198 Vailand \.111 oppose 
Dr. HofflIi.8nn' B @.Gm.bttrehip on the propoeed. OoJ-tiiili tteo and 
I 'trl19t that you. will IJtlpport her. 

sinoereq. 

HIC'()f~~, ,r\;::, \'':l:J Cij?A
\.. '-"" "'\.. ..... ,_ , . ~ .. ,. _J. 

COLLECTING POJN'l' MUNICH 

- 2 - 119981 

http:tll.1'D.e4
http:QI11dent1t1e.ci
http:Han.f.t,~D.Nl
http:Germutlm,l.oy


., .. , . 
COP Y 

OFF'I en; OF MILI'.rAHY GOV,ERNM..q;lir FOR Gm:,U,IANY (UG) 
Office uf the Mi1i tan 
, 	 Governor 

APO 742 

AG JO? (FD) :.-:: '. 

J fi',', 3'C 
c: ?) 

Material from Austria Repositorlas at Munich 
Centr£l1 Collecting Point ' 

'1'0 I 	 Director e)f ;"lunich Central CollectL:lg Point, 
Restitution Branch 
Property Division 
Offica of Military Government for ,.auva.ria 
Am '+Vl, U.S.Army 

1. In accordance with tbe conference b~ltween Colonel 
i:i:cKi39 ,j-:m?t.R Division, U~)ACA, and ::}r-. Howard, S:{:ati cut; ion &. 
Roparat;Lo"C'.s Br::i11Ch, OMGUS, the foll.:>wing dispos1.tion will be 
l!lfide of cultw.";:;tl. w.aterials remov!Jd from Austri,nJl reposltc.ries 
to the i\~tl.niell Cunt'::',ll Collecting Point un(i-::l' 1:; agrW;.11ilEmtsof 
/\.ugust 1345 and. july 1946, between UBFA and (),:\GU;:J. It ahould 
be notcid that a.PPl'"oximately two thousa...'1.d items have a.1ready 
btleL l",::stitutou to cowltries formerly occupir;:)d by tho Germans, 
and that the m:::l.ca:cial concerned consists larGely vf ma.terial 
coll8ct;'fld for t:'i',:' Go-called "Hi tler-1inz-;~lusGl.uu." wt'lich was 
intended '(;0 be~.:)U,L1·~ in Linz, Austria. It rmould also be noted 
that this is in (i.ccord with the principles of' NX-88362 , 28 
II.ut:;Wlt 1948 il.wl \1A.H-X B8001, August 1948. 

2. The i'/aterial will be screened \</i th taw aid of the 
microfilm ot: invoices and correspondence of the Linz !,':useum, 
into Iiva cattJgoI'ies, as follows s 

oate~o~ I. ~aterial clearly proven to be of Garman 
orig n i.e., acquired in Germany, orig;inat;ing there 
befol.'O 12 ;'ilarch 1938). " 

cat(:}~jort II. ;~1aterial clear'ly pruvolj, to bo of Austrian 
origl.n Acquired in .Austria, and oi thoI' l'otllUvod from 

\I there sub,Gequent to 12 ;~;arch 1938 o:r ear-uuu::'ked for 
',/, i the Hitlar-Linz-Musewn). " 

; ..... " , 

CIlt0forl III.' M.aterial remov:)d .froTl: countrit'1s occupied
by t le ~.rermans (other than Austria) and subjoct to 
l"ost;l\; uticD. . ' 

, '.," 

\ j" 

\ ", . Cat{;)gary IV. Paintings by Austril:iIl artists, with no 
.." '. ,,': ~\ '\' A,us€rian export stamp, and no other evidence of origin. 

'/" 

1 
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fflate.r1al from Austria Hepositol'ies at Munich Central Collecting'
Point. AG 007 (PD) . ' 

Categog V. Material whose origin can not. be traced. 

3. a. The material found to belong in category I, will 
be retalne~ at the Munich Central Collecting Point and released 
to the Minii'iterPresident of Bawu'ia as Garma.n art ill accordance 
with existing directives • 

.b. 'rha material found to belong in Category II, will 
be returned to the custody of 'USFA, which will provide the 
transportatiorinec0ssary. 

c. Th,Z' Material fOUIld to belong in Category III. will 
be retained at the lli:unich Central Collecting Point and rest4:
tuted to the :.;:.pproprla.te countries immdiately• 

.d. ~rb.e material found to belong in Ca'ceg0r:Y IV, will 
be I'81ea~ed to U:3}'A as having been preswr.rptivGly removod from 
,'iustria. and U:;)'i will provide the necessary 'trar.sportation. 

e.,i!Ue material found to belong in Oa.tegory V, will 
not be released or disposed of without agree:Illent between USFi~ 
and Ot/iGUS. It is hoped that the thorough screening of th.is 
m.i;it~)rial will reduce this ca.tegory to a very SlIH11l number of 
i tarus. 

HI DIR.:'.:C'I'ION OFl'HE MILll'AHY GOVgHNOH:· 

G.H. GAHDE 
Lieutenant Colonel, 

Adjutant Gene
AGD 

ral 

'reI t Karlsruhe 61? 
l::xt'. 251 
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_t:sS OPV1CIAL'COMMtmICATlOHll 'fO 

THE SECRETARY 01" STATE 
WASH'iNGrON .., D. e. OEPA'RTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

AIR MAIL 

PERSONAL February 14, 1951 

Dear Tom: 

Many thanks for your letter of February 7. I hasten to tell 
you that I ha~Te been working on the recover;! of the painting of 
St. Katherine, attributed to Ruben~, for sometime. The present 
difficulty lies in the fact that the member of the Los ~les 
police force who has the painting in his possession has now refused 
to surrender it voluntarily and a new approach has to' be made. .AJ:" 
I have sole responsibility in the recovery of looted works of art 
in the United States rold work with the cooperation of the Treasury 
Department and the Department of Justice in these matters, it will 
be· preferable if all information or inquiries are channeled through 
this office. I do not mind your writing to Dr. 'TTalentiner, but I 
have dealt with !vlr.J.:ames B. Byrnes, Curator of Contemporary Art, at 
the Los Angeles Museum ?41d the Museum is no longer necessarily in
volved in the case. This is particularly true now since the man 
holding the painting, a Hr. J. P. Frary, has now retained a lawyer. 
In the past, mgar Breitenbach has dealt directly with claimants 
even after be left the Hllilich CCP and by and large it is to be pre
ferred that such dealings only be on an official basis by Treasury or 
Justice officers. 

iiith regard to the letter received from Heinrich Amersdorffer, I 
will 'forward it to Edwin Taggart, Chief of the Historical Property 
Division, Department of the Army, for whatever information he can 
give us. I believe he may already know about this claim. 

With rogardthe Berlin uaintings, I have leArned from Hrs. Irene 
Ktlhnei, who is now in i'lashington, that a further extension of the loan 
exhibition after the announced closing date of March 31me.y be requested. 

Mi: Thomas Howe, Jr., 

Cultwal Affairs Advi SOl" , 


OLC Hesse, 

.APO 633; c/o Postmaster, 


New York, New York. 


AAA/Howe,...1,C
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AP the approval of the Department when Ted Heinrich was here was 
given for the loan of these paintings to Berlin only conditional upon 
the completion of the Museum in Dahlem where they could be properly 
and safely housed, the extension of the loan - should HICOG request 
the Department's approval - would require cl~e appropriate 
divisions of GER. 

As perhaps you know from a recent letter which t sent to Lane, 
I have called Ted Rousseau on the telephone and asked him to ship the 
trunk of Art Looting Investigation Unit papers to Washington. I have 
also sent a memorandum to Fred Shipman, Chief of the Records Division, 
asking him to take the appropriate steps through channels for the . 
return qf the documE:nts' which Ted Rousseau loaned the R~cuperation in 
Paris. . 

\ . . . 

I am deli €llted to bear that Althea Westland Iis still in'the 
British 'Zone. Give,' her my kindest re~ds when next you see her. 

, , 

Sincerely yours, 

,~~ 

.~ 

Ardelia R. Hall 

Arts and MOntUDents Officer 


ARH:mms 

o 1', C . 
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MIt,I'fARY GOVERNMENT ANTI VISUAL ARTS
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• 

Bad Nauheim~ June .1949 
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I have the honor to present herewith a 1"8port on MU.1tu,. GoW:r'WIl8Dt 
,and Vi.sual Arts 0 . 

Recent changes in the constitution and pollC7 ot Military Govern
ment are likely to make sOIDa of the ftcOJlUllBlldations therein superfiuousJ . 
OOt I bave :retained the 8~ction8 in which they appear., since the;,. help 
to .l:W.1d up the pattern ot a progruo 

I. should lib to pay warm tribute to the oourtesy and cooperation 
I have in'Yarle.bly received troll the officials or Mllitary Government I 
have been privileged to regard as colleagueso Bu.s,' people~ otten OV81"o> 

wheliDed with admir:datn:tive details, h8.'f'8 al~B found time to advise 
eM to belpg ha-ve been lavish in hoallp1talitYll e.nd most re8ponsi~e to 
wgg8sitiono SoIB kind ot of'fice apsee (it only a Ghair) has l.1l'ftl"1a'bly 
been found; and secretaries haw oheertull.y undertaken the typing of 
memoranda and letters, ot shepherdug a stranger through the mazes of 
milita:.ry governmeIl.t routine ll and giving him all possible aid in carry
ing on his work~ 

The abbre...iation XCR used continuously throughout thi8 report, 
symbolizes the Education and Cultural Relations Division ot U. So 
lIllitary Government. 
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I 

lollowwg conwreations with General Lucia Do Clq and Ralph Ac;. 
8'arrul9 Chiet, Cult.u:ral Affairs Branchg IIf' work in Ger1lll!l.DY baa been 
directed towards im'eatigat1ng the present positioD ot the. visual 
arts there" both in their historical a:od o1"'8ati:ve aspectSg with the 
purpoae ot advising Military Gowrnmsnt on aotion concerning them.., 
Especl~9 m:r enquiries haft aimed at helping to draw up a program 
tor the .wly eonatituted Museums and Fine Arts sections of the 
Education aDd Cultural Relations Division of Military Government~ and 
to wggest means to put such a program into effect", . 

In i1'1 enqu1ries~ and in the follo'riBg reportg the term "visual 
arts" covers not only the 80 oalled fine arts of architeoture, ~ 
1ng and sculptUNIl but includes the graphic art811 the crafts, and 
the use of the arts in indu8't:r7 8Ild COll!DerC8" 

The maiD fields investigated ha'Ye been the mueuJDS concerned to 
any extent with the arts, historic monuments of all typeS9 the teac~ 
iDg of the arts in universities and schools, and institutions for the 
training of artists. For thils purpose, all the major centres in the 
three Western zones have beeD visited, and a number of smaller centres; 
and conferences have been held not only with military governroont 
of'f'ioial15a but with 1B8.DY Gertll8.DS" . . 
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In everytbing that tollows, and especially in aJ:tY recommendations that 
are made p certain definite assuinptions have been 'made 0 ' 

(1) , In general., the control and, direction phase of Mll1ta:r:y Guve:n:.unent. 
especially 88 regards crultural aftairsg 1s,treated as having been replaced by 
one of advice, assistance and supervision.. 

(2) The main purpose of Military Govel'1llD8nt action is regarded WI that 
ot rea-orienting the German people towards the more democl'8tic, liberal aDd 
peaceloving way of 11fe i with a greater sense of international responsiblli... 
ties G WhUe the rQVival of German 1b'lrale and selt-contideooe is iJIlportantp 
it is equally important to guard aga1.nat it taldng ,an ultra-nationalist. and 
egotistic form$ , 

( 

(3) The German people have a long and vigorous cultural tradition of 
their own" To attempt to substitute tor it an American or a:rt:I other tradition 
is impossible, and will only stimulate refusal to learnt) and lead to u1ti 
mate rejection.. The approach that seems likely to be successful appears to 
be: . 

(a) To select and emphasise those elements ill the German tra= 
dition which are most in consonance with M1lita.r,y Government aims., 1 
have found g for example, in try1.Dg to drive a point home~ that to quote 
the example ot (say) Durer" Bach or Goethes or even the Bauhaus, changes 
the whole atmosphere of diseusslon~ 

(b) To sugg':lst that German Imperialism and Nazism have killed or 
checked the grc·wth of these liberal and nDn-nat1onalist elements in 
Germanc'IJlture • 

(c) To demonstrate that in other countr'ieeg and especially in the 
United States lI democratic and liberal ideas have increas1.ngl.y inspired 
cultural activities; and that they can be profitabl;y grafted on to the 
German tradition, as 8 logical means of strengthening ita best elementsQ 

(4) The temptation to propose using Germany as a guinea-pig tor experi
ments in cultural affairs has been resisted as far as possible; and suggesco 
tiona in this report are based on proved experience outside Germany - on what 
has.:been done successfully rather than what may be desirable to do" 

Bo Bas1c..Q..ifri£YJ,ties 0 

, The diff'iculties listed below are not peculiar to the arts,9 but all 
have: a bearing upon themo Further reference 1s made to them under specific 
headings, whara they particularly app~J.but it ~s convenient to stImJIIUize 
them'hereo 

(1) As a result of Nazi policy9 of the war, and of emigratlonp . 
Germany is nOYJ largely a: country of the elderly and ineffective!' and of 
.the young and ignorant. The number of capableg vigorous and well 1n= 

. formed men of. middle age is limited; and of theseg 1IIB.DY 'Wen Wmpathetlc 
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to the Nazi,e ., A;'. i',. 5\.' Y ~ '~., ri.ny (':u1turt-2. policy that looks for lll.trn:>diate 

rOStutB :!n the ::102:1" f';~t:ijn' is llkl'31y to raUQ. Enough time must be allt)1!r'SQ 

i'O:!'." th6 ym::.ngcJ.'· gdne.l·c1.t:'UB» who c'm ba eftectivtaly inf1uencads ti..) ge·t in'tv 

the sAddle ~ }1y perso:nal opinion ..s that unless the occupying povrers ~ 

prepared to enviaage a cultural pl"Cgre.mme extending over ll.i k.,amt. K.ti:!&f!ll 

~~ ~6J they had better not become too deeply angagad~ MQre~ve~» 


a policy of advice, 8.8sistanee and l3uperrlslcm involveti 'Il:I01"8 work and more 

. staff than one of oontrolo If 1.t is to be effeet1:ve9 it meatlS clost) and 

continuous contact with the German authorities OOnC9l"nea9 to l"elTindp ' 8nqul~ 
and ~rit.icbe<J To give an order and to enforee it, is much a.1lI:plel" .• 

(2) The conclusion reached undar (1) 10 reinforced by the lmpress.ion 
that German conserw.ti~ respect for ·authorit,y.9 a..'ld feeling that a German 
can not be wrong~ 1s largely unchanged" For tlxanrple,!l some fo:t"tlli1:t" colleaguaii 
still. adopt the eoc1:su.re~ slightly hector'lug a.ttitude of pra-wu daYi:i:; 
despitv eomplet.e ignorance of ;w-hat hwI been b.appening in the outside '1UJ:t"ld" 
AgaiJi Sl the best hope ia in trying to innttenI.J6 the younger men until. they 
eM take over the cOfJtrol" . ' I . 

(3) There are positive int'1uences in the Germm culture1 field work"" 

ing jJ3 an 8:11thori.tal:ian and nationalist directione Specific instance\;. a.N 

quoted in Sections II (1), IV and V below", 


(4). A wmber of military gOV8ri:unant laws relating to PropertY9 ·tl'ade, 
foreign exehange and so on9 properly and inevitably eover works of art .. 
They 'bave not always, howeve:!" beel1 drafted with duerega:rd to tr...e factthB.t 
a work ot art is a speoial ld1id of property, and not like (say) ·iftac...~lne 
part.se in that (a) it is uniqu~~ and c'annot be duplicated (b) trUit 1:0. U'laIlY 
cases 11 though technica.l and legally private property" it is also a mat'ter of 
interest and concern to a much wider o1rele i ~o that the owner bacomes in 
some measure 8. trustee e Legally.. the trustees of the Boston !-thenaslJln eould 
'OOrn the Gll'bert Stuart pol"t'\"alt of Washington; pra~ically1 it belrtjllg~to 
the p(fople of the United Statel. Specific example& of thla faUUl"'e to 
recognh':e fully the spacial character of work9 of art occmt" in the operat.i.ons 
of Property Control :and Reatltutiong in the works of JElA9 and in law #t)3 
dealing 'rl.th f'ore::tgn exchange control" Concern:hig thesa,9 details are given 
in Section II and VII of' this report" I suggest, the:n:sf'oreg that th~ &.ppr~ 
priate experts in the EaR Division complete a list of desirable modif.ications 
in various laws and regulations and that discussions be held with t,he Legsl 
Division and other Divisions concerneds to havathase modlf'icationlil madA" 
This is all the more important in view of par", 7 of the Oceupation stat.:uw 
1949» relatilig to the repeal and codification o1~ legislation of the occupaoa 
tion anthoritisso 

Seetion I 0 ~m:rrION1:BQ.~1§. 

Responsibility in connection with this .has been accepted by M11ita:r:1 
Gow:rinnent {ofo Titla 18 - 110 to '112, Feb" 12th, 1947)11 and much ha!l been 
aecomplished~ It is also one of the fie1d& 8pecifica~ rese~d to the 
oecrupation ~.uthorit1ea under See'tion 2 ('If the Occupation Statut.e 19490 What 

. has yet 't;,o be done and the appropriate agency for doing itp needs ecruddera= 
tion. 
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Property Control Divlslon havtla.mtounced that their work itifin...Uhed~ 
and that the DivisIon is in proc;ess of liquIdation" Thare ~t,in Y'el'll8.lhy 

however~ several unsettled matters oonc~rning th~ :r&lItitution of WOl"U of 
art" These need discussion and deeislon un a Mgh level'!1 if grf~at ()ffartse 
bnot to be given to allied Gountriesso d:1tfieultitls created In Germaf1Y~, an,J 
t~ high reputation acquired by U"So M:lIUary Government in handling rewti." 
tutlon is not to be dliIflRged" . 

(1) Loot&t1 worD of art whose present whares:bouts b unknown, 

The nwnber of these is con8iderable~ as isindiofiil't;ed by the list dnnm 
up by i'rano6 il Belgium!! Holland and Poland,., AdmittedlyJ i'lI&l,1 of .t.hese workl':l 
or art, are of smal1imports:nc,e judged by present day standards of mark.et. 
valUe to tho countries concerned; admittedly" too!i/ ma,ny of th-e clam ar~ 
too vague "to allow sett.lement, But the faClt remains ithat thl': operations or 
the market9 and the ill'll'Ostigations of acholars lt will certainly bring some 
of theM things to light" Are the holders at the time!) Germv..Jl. ,,)); () ttw n!ise 1 

to be allowed to retain them? If not~ there must be some agency 'to reC(lh~ 
the .woruv investigat.ethe val.id:ltl of the elaw", and .if' satlsfied~ band 
the 'works over and takle a recelpto Various sugge.tions rAve ooenmadaa,"" 

; (a) That the consuls of the courrtriea concerne,l should a.etc Quj,tA 
a.part from whether oonenUar oUieius have the necessary kno"loa.ge and sta.fr) 
they would ~.Dl&Yltabl.y be partisan, and a ~r,..es ot more 01" leBa!! uruti;emly 
disputes would be likely t.o arbe, with llUitary GoT8~ playing tM 
pert of Pontius P1latec It seems therefore that so long aa MilitarY Gover~ 
.nt,. is in Germ.an;y, it l'IIUSt take a hand in the mattitro When Mlli.tery Gov"" 
~Dt goas.ll ordina:ry diplomatic channels ndght operate" 

. (b) Tha.t, the countr1es concerned should be persua.ied to· a'be.nrlon their 
~J.aifilB by being given l"ffp8.l'a.:tloDS ill ldndo . . 

. This in iIW opinion would be disast:f'OU and should be eyoided at 
all costao There is no satisfactory means ot equating values of exchs.nge (If 
workS of art emept by !'ree berga:1n1ng in a· f';N/II) mar1a;tl!> wh.ieh could not 
_:xi.to Tribunals would h.e:ve to be set up to se·t.tleexcM.ngesg and wauld 
often be faeed. wIth S.nBoluble p:robleJU; claimants wou.ld re.ra11 bB satildled t 
wbila the Gel'1ll8.lUS would allege they weN a.etin.g under dareS. l1 and wre being 

-'. despoiled ot their national heritage" 

:( (') That the system hitherto operated by IF' and A ot1'1081'& be OO~ 
tim~ in some form!:, Then ~8eDl to be two alt.e1"natl"fes~ (1) The:t. some 
otticQ:r' or ol~ficerl!J :in MUitary Government outside ECR IU.vidon. '00 detailed 
to dealw:tth CastlS sa they art.Cit, (H.) That· the expcrta of the, D1'118.1.on act . 
when necessary. . 

TheN are obJenioll...l to both plans" The fint 1IJO'\ud lliBrltably 
mean constan't, reterenctt to the EC.R experts, in what is a highl.J' techn1ct\1 
matter» though tho8o e~rts would be saved a gpod deal of' routi.J::lB work, 
Thus, .two sata of ofticers would be involved9 with the U8wU wasw of money~ 
time and energy 0 Under the 86COnd plan; t.':le ECF. exper"bt would be completely 
involved; and might be aeriCJUsly diverted from the fftOl"e potdtive and 
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const:ruc:tive program of' t.he Divide,!.!" In c-)lth6t' c:JSEl y :r..o;;;nej~i!l I ~mgge5t 
that the wor-k of allY officers employed ahould bt~ lJ.mltBd tv identlfylng 
and restituting any works reported, to tnt)Jll., 8':i:1d thRt they ahould not be ex= 
pected to go out :1n searuh of restl:tutable p:rl)pa:rty Q 1I1deh hthe loast 
objectionable method.. "'th~Jrg ];rust dec::lda ~ But t~,.at e;oCl!tl oneil .in 60lOO way, 
must be pl"epared to Q13a1 wUh this pha."Ie ,:;f restitut:hirl~ [.seems 1ncvtt.at~leo 

(2) Worka of art in the oolleClting p,:ints at, Munieh or VJie~bad~n~ 
formerly owned by Nazis" 

These include works of art Required b"J Hli::.l<9~ for. the Lin~ Muswm, 
and ,works owood pri'vat.el,y by hl:m~ GOE'lrtngr.1 and !.It.h&TEL.; The majvt'.1ty of' 
worb of' t.his type have. ooeli restituted" Tho~e tbat remrd.n are the:re owing 
to uncertainty as t(') their f'o:rnu:rr O'WIl!l;ts and/aT u.n~ertainty a~ to theil' 
JtOde of acqui31tii:JD" Two major problemlS COnn1.1.::tea with these eQncer[u,~ 

('~'..) WOTks of tU':'t acquired 'lu Italy by Hi:t,l~r and GiJeringv 
These fall into two groups £ 

(1) Those looted 01" smuggled out~ Of the'~e!1 a:U that 
came :ltito United State;s hands have be&n h1.llldad back to Italy" 

(2) Those a~qu.ired in Italy hafors the Ge:r-me..n .:::>ccupatio~ 
or acquired legally during the perIod when Ge:r-IJll!l.llY and It..Aly 
were allies" ' 

FolloW'lng a· demand f:rom the ItaH.an Gover'Illllitlnt the State Dap!'U"tment :1$.?roed 
ill directive entitled "'The Exceptional Ratu:.MI of Works of A:r-t t() Italy!1:t r()llc~ 
ing which a Command 1;etter of July 25\l 1949,~ OrdaT'9d th& retur.n {)f forty=t.w-o 
(42) works listed by the Italian::i" Only tWiiiuty (20) oft.hesf' eould bi; iden't.J.
flail f'romthe list" and two of thtese r.sd ti€rll'er left ItaJ.)o The remaining . 
eighteen (18) were duly handed backo Of thesei/ the purchase pr'iee of S61rell fa 
known, and for six of the seven~ export licenses from Italy still exi3't~l while 
the seventh had left Italy ro~(' sate 1.n 19~8 with othe:t">lS :in tht; aal'M eollect:lo119 
but had been brought baok onoot be:ing sold" 

The basis of tha ItRl:tw claim was that the works had heer, gold 'Und~n' dtU"e8~ 
applied by Muasolini und~r press1..tra from Hitler" On the othe:r side~ Jt may be 
pointed out tha.t all the works were in t.he r~nda c.l' prj:~~ste OVir.let't~ o:r de,aleTs$ 
tha:t some pI' the works claimed c?Quld only: with diffil'mlt:y be :t"ag'at'd~d n~ of ii1.r,., 
portance t.o Italy fJ especially as 0 tharil of fllm:11ar e:hal'acstel" had 008.0 c',xpcri:.ed 
in the past without h:1ndrance'jI that soma of' the works had been offQ:ri3d' in thif! 
open market bafora being purehMed by H::t.tleris l:I.gel1'tti~ and that t;he knoym price8 
paid were reasonable market. prices 0 '. 

This particular transact:lonmay be regarded as cl()!'ledo Itl'i impo:r-tnnce iSiI 

however~ ti;lst 't;,her($ 8tUl roma:ln iii c'Jneiderablo rrt),nibe,l" of' 'WOrk~ o.f cl in th~ 
same category W!I. the eighteen alrwlay sent back,. It is offic:Lally irtated that 
Italy propOsed to P"Llt l.fi dall'll:! fol' some or !l~l of t,he:~6" 

It is i)nportant therefore to deoide what ~,a to be di)ne ';,;'~u:" .s(wh a. ela1m 
~s made" Is the directive and ~ommand lett~,l." t:lf 1948 to be :r'f.1gsrclad a~ binding1 
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: Tbe tn.Dti&otiol1 bu4;d thereon has bad UDfortunate etfects m~, and bu 
to'Lmd SOll,vct Its moat 88ft" nitic. UlODg MFA &md A otfiG8l"8~ 0_ ot .whom 1'9

&iipd in oonaequenee co 

kcommend.!tiJml 

lUthoU't go1Dg into the merits ot the matterf} it 8ee1lll trriden\ t.hat the c~ 

C'UJlliltancesd1tf'ered 1u each @alief) and that blanket treatment W8.iI unsuitable.. 

1"h1s wgpsta that 1D fUture claims iI the ease ot each work of art should be COD=:> 


~id.red ~17 in the light of all. nallable evidenoeg and separate de~i8i@D8 


JUde" IJl doubtful cuess> a series of comprolll18ea might be 8l'I'8.Dged9 to pHJVell~ 

the bwd.Il&88 hanging on indefinitely.. 


I . , 

()' Works of u1; found 1D. ku"triaa repositories and broucht w the 
MlInSoh Coll.eetJ.Dg Po$.ato eoJlO9!'I:d.Dg t.wo 4Jategor1e6 of the.. then is J'l@ 

nbstaD.t1al. dittieulV" ' • 

: era.) , ..,,1m that beloage4 to Gerimm:y befOft 'Ma,y 1938 (tht 
Awohl.lI) II.IlI,i lien deposited in AlUft.'ria for aateVg ft1D8tning 'CIIldw ' 
GermD GODWol~ !beae' fol'1D8d the subject of a l.ttel' from 001.. JOD' IL 
~ 10'1'., 7thg 194'9 which 'tNated them u Ge:f1Dall propu1i.J ad _t 
NBtltutablee' , 

, (b) 1io!'b _!sed bT Gel"lll2i1DlJ in ecnmtrl.e. 0:theJ' than ~ ami 
deposited in A_tria" I understand that the.. haw been tor the moat pari', , 
reta.rned. to the coun\r1es 'Irhel'loe they --9 when theM aNImo'WD" Sa. 
attemp't bae 'beea III&de q, Au8t:riau to elaili thftae9 on the pounc1 that, t.h&1' 
wre tGUlld in Au8t:riao C18&1"179 ~J", the,. 1I!Il'.N deposited theN wmp-a 
~ b,y the Germesg aDd. have IW other COllD8eUon with ~., 

A oatepl7 «tV which' theA 1.IIl 1It,111 'di8pute 1. that. of wru acq~ .. 
tI» GermanS 18 Autria atter MI.reh 19,8j1 by pu:rebaae or other "8M" '!'he ~ 
01&111 that: AUllt.r1a bad the status of an oecup1ed OJ" controlled 00UIlU:J9 UId that 
the~ W01"O should all go back to AuVia" !he GermamB U'gue that.Auatria wu 
put. ot the ialohp aad .. 80 regarded and treated b7 the All1e. up to the co],c..
1..,. of Ge~J aJ!4 \hat 1II&!J7 of the 1IOl"~ ..re pt;Il'1'hued w:i:tIl lepl GUr1"t:tDlJ' 
at fa1J" ,p:rice8 o " rue latter argument 1IU apprmtlltl:t aocepted, GB J\uJ8 198 1947 

lJ,y Ce1onal, Allan au4 ot.hera, ill boldiJl,g that. WiD vi.... ot the fact. that Austriaa 

~ .. DOt de'b!uled9 objeets 1Ihloh wel"e IIOt a.cqu.ired ~ force or d't:1r8a " 

wul.I1 :001'. tall withiD tbe ambit. of ftJ.titut.101l··.. '" If thbl ftasoniBg 18 acoeptedg 


worD other thaD thoM looted or a.cqu.ired UDder ctur... waDld be allott.e4 to 

GeI'lDBiV'" ' ' 


. ' (4) Works of art who_ orig1Dal 0.... am method of a.cqu1.&d.t1oa haft DOt 
been tra~ede '," 

i'heH include worD ,lmD1m to haw been aCqUired bf H1Uerp eithlitr t .. 
h1uell' or tor the LiD ....9 and. 1:17 other leadUrl lula II Amoug them are a' 
large number ot n1Deteenth century Austrian and German works admired ty Hitler" 
... or these un1oraoed works are at the MUD1ch ,Colleoting Point.. Of thueg the 
AuetriaJut ela1m aU paiJIt1Jap by AWJvian U'tisu whioh haw DO Austrian export 
ltallpot Ii date betON Aprll 19389 aDd DO evidence of o~o (anual.l79 it' U 

1'1('l9n-~ -LJ ,. ~6 
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: known the.,t some of the paintings by ,Austrian a:.rt.ists wre ptlJ"Chased and in ;:iEyr" 

ta"tn cue,. eyan painted outside Austria and 80 natura.lly bear no An[3t,ria.n s:t};ort 
stamp) 0 Another olaim 18 that or one 'Jf the Min:i.et,'BI'3 of the Bavarian Govertl!ll&1J~R 
who proposes to 13011 6verything fo,r 'the bene,fit of dist:.reS8Eld Jew!!! in &v8.ria,o 
Be h.8..8 apparently guggested Nn York 88 a suitable plaee for the ,Balan 

O'"~ and above all this" and more Impol"tarrt than thea. 118Jl1i.=.dOMifj't16 fl1W<.'" 
,:rela; 18 the attitude of' the French" ,They hold that to hand the works ill que~L;,:lU. 
over :to tM Germans or Au~tr1BnI3!l would rouse great .fsel.1Dg in tho al.U.ed C01.l1l'W,·1thll 
whi@ 'were loc1ted by thEt Nazis In partieml8l" they dislike the idea or sa.1.e for0 

tho' Jews p as putting raoial above national consideration Q A French representaP 

t.i.,. therefore suggeB~ that the works should be band$d over to the looted 

eountriesf) sa compensation for unsatififlad olaims regarding worb of art~ and 

@j"nm hiuted that suoh action mlght be taken as satlsfying all web c1a1Js/lj ~ Tid I 


. wouldg it is tr:ue~ be a form of reparatIons in kind, to 'lJhich the U"Su and U"K" • 
G(1;}'erJlln8n;tai are' oppo".do But.it might. avoid more awk:w8:rd foI"IU of such ·r.epal"8.r'" 
tlone" ' . 

The above are only some of the more ~.mporte.nt reat1.tuticm problemti wh1.ch 

iltill have tR be clEJareO. up" They .inuicatef) h0W9ver9 that closing down in tbf, 

near ruttl.t'e is difficult if ns.>t impossible" villose business it is to do the 'Wol'k 

is another questlon~ bat ECR D1viaion is likely to be involved5 since the pl'ohlelllf' 

affect Germ.anyqs cultural rel&tionas with other countries, which appe8l"S to be 

an RCa Division concern, and can be improvad or marred according to the &t~t,jon 

taken on l"6paratioos(; 


I suggest tha~ it 18 higbly desirable t.o settle the whole matter ail quickl.y 

aa possl~e~ In· order to clear the way for the more con8t:rueti~ work of the 

Division" I sUggest also that the natter .boot one that can be settled on a. 


'purely legal wist) the-USh legal opinion 1I1U8t obtfio'i.1Sly be talceno In many cMes,\/ 

o8peeially those of works of' unknown orig1n~ the" is not enough evidence for a 

legal decision; and throughout, political questions are likel1 to &rise" 


This: illdlca:teB that the matter l.S one eSllent:1ally .for a conterence em a 

high leve11' to reach a compromise" Th" l<'renchsuggestion point. the flay to 8. 


possible basis for this. !t;Jnover» the Fl"811Ch and other allied natiemt aN not 

likely to· be 'MI")" Interested in the nineteenth century German and Auetrian pic

tures, oDrloern1ng which informal conversations luggest that. division on a flfty,,,, 

fi.ftJ" buill between Austria and GerlTl8J1Y Bdght satisfy both the tntere~ted partirttfL 
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Seotion II" CONSERVATION OF WORKS OF AR.-!. 

This, like Restitutlon9 is one of the responsibilities accepted by Mlli"", 
tary GoVernment snd eovers the protection and preservation ot German=owned 
cultural materials and works of art li and of cultural structures (of" Title 18 ~ 
111 and' ill)" The conservation of moveable works of' art is a basic interest 
of museums, whether the works are owned by the l1IWJeum or noti and the coneen&:=> 
tion of cultural structures is simply an extension or museum 'f'onctions into 
the fieid or immovable objects" The importance ot conservation lies in its 
provIding matel"ittl for the study of men 9s culturd hiStory and in ineorpol"8:tF> 
ing artistic tradition» and so is likely to involve questions of rea-orienta
tiono Qnboth grounds9 theretore p oonservation directly concerns ECR D1v1sion~ 
Also 9 in many cases it is of' direct interest ,and concern to people outside 
Germany, and so affects German foreign relations o 

Among problems for consideration are8 

(1) The restoration of historic struc'tures and roonu:ments" 

'l'h~re is a, marked inclination in Ge1"Ul8J'l1 towards brick by brick reCOll= 


atructiony not only in historic struotures, but in buUdings such a8 Jl%Wjeums.., 

There ia~ tor examp1e~ a movement on foot to rebuild the badly damaged Alta 

Pinakotbek at Munich exactly 88 it was.. Quite apart from the moral and 

usthetic objections to producing in the case of historic buildings what are 

virtually fakes (hardly a concern of Mllitar,.- Government)gother issues are 

involved 0 ' 


,(8) There is a tendency to select. for restoration st~:tures around 
which German nationalist feeling can centre.. Such are the casUe at N'uremberg.. 
and the 'Goethe house at Frankf'urt.. whose destruction has been darkly hinted'to 
me qy Germans as a planned blow at the heart of German nationalism2 

(b) Elsewhere.. concentration on ecolesi&~tical structures has used 

labour and materiB~S whieh 'NOUld better have' been devoted to other parpoa8sf) 

notabl;y to housing.. Cases in point are Munich.. Mainz and Cologne; oitie~ pree-> 

dOminantly Prot.estant!) such 88 Stuttgert9 seem to have been more pJ'li~nt" . 


(c) Another aspectot the same waste ot resources is, rebuilding or 
planning to rebuUd structures merely ,for the sake of rebuUdingp without ' 
reterence to their ultimate usee In Mtlnich, for exampleg there is a movement 
to rebuild the gutted Residenz on aeostly scale~ without knowing whether it 
is to be used as a mnseum9 as pUblic offices, or as seat of a legislatures etc o i/ 

each of which would require different interior planningo Sim.1l.arl)"tl labour 
and materia.! 1s apt to be used. to repair some structure merely because it is 

,old i without aI\Y thought as to the desirab:Uity etits preservationo 

(d) In the case ot museums, brick by brick reconstruction is throW'>' 
, ing,away the chance of rebuilding on lines to suit modern needs and democratic 
policies. Not onl.y are out of date types of gallery and lighting systems being 
perpetuateda but provision is rarely being made for such things as an' audi"" 
tori~ :speeial exhibition galleries, and educational facilities g all of which 
are indispensable for human' zing and liberalizing l/IU.Seum work~' A typical 

....'1 
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le:-cI:',lT'ple f;~)r 3uchoonsemtism 1~: i~ c~:~n'(\¢t:r()n' ,V{th\·the 
!::...t l,' ;\?i(;h, tGn~porarUy hous~di'n"'th~,' P!':tl'(;(:; )~'ar'l,P81iu:!:8 0 , ,'oe ex- ' 
hHH,(),l in t.hc1.1te Pinakothek~ 'wlth :,tlif\ ..!;~ay oJ'W!,J':;S0,' cohtents, "Lhi;:~r')";~;,d.n0 
ol"g::.r:<1.c ~D~Jn(':Gt i nn~A sugges,tion.· fije,t,.:'mi t:>.:<'P':tr:(tothekwt~~ ':l"(:,}}(l'~ , ~':.:.ooms , 

, should be t=...~l~.e~l' fG.~ the va_Gs' ~ an'd , bro~zc·>~: ,-., t~,~~t ..t:;!\t :, :t::~: ,S,1 m.~ bc..;,i;(i~'/, 
ing as la.reer Greek 'and Roman'sculpture" w!?sgrBe:tJe" '1h~J h;;.-i 
always beenlir! the Alte Pinak:othek and nn.'Bt r;obtlck 

Lack <r money hJ no. e:x:oul3o ..f'ol' ,th:h1' ki~,d ". i;f .tbing.,· rlil.triy'dG cht:!.nges 
would cost· ~')C: more than Y,-h~d/' 1s' 1:J(;;in[ Qone :::lhll~; ':;hefa(~t thisi:t such ch.:J.nE0s are 

being made. ::..!, SOiJe , :':.7:' ~-3.::";!L:'~"7!,ci' :-:t:nttgar·t tandl.'Jl:5milseum, which' 

have no spe,:it;l fi 
 ,.~, __ ~.~.'+':'"';' p;,'at'tlcnbillty:" , : 

It should 00 noted thf.'l.t ti::: com:.c'(;l:"ll." c. ~;l:1 with political, and 

semi-politipal motives is. all effect~'\fe bill' :to ,any help being receivodfrom the .' 

United States or elsewhere to rebuUd,hiatoricool1c1ingso If' the: Germans would ;:' 

follow Ita1~anexS.mple and in !'cooparatif,'ln 'wUh foreigners seleot a. tew bullding~ 

which are c~rpable of restorlltion a.nd'have,an international slgnificancEl , an; -, ; 

appeal for ~xternal help would probably be- auccessl\ufl As it is, such an' appeal>.' 

would be hopeless ~ ,. ' . 


. .... ,'., 

'. 
ThiG is another stormy que,stion" On the one. hand there is a, movement to . 

disregard and even to imperil such 'QUlldings 111 pursuit o:£',other aims,' manifested 
in such measures as the Land Reform Law of 1946 in_ \~".l~rtt(,Jmberg...Ba.del:io It is 
sugges~d ;that this will BO ar:£'c)ct :landowners, -:thnt, ':"".{'.1.ntennnce of their'castles, 
collections:, parks, libraries:, atc. may: be.come impos6 th(~" ,")thf.:~rhand,_ 

\. the c.onservntors of [meier-Jt. rr~o~.',ul,\cnts are apt to ~,ir.ntto eii'8rything; 
with little; thought as t(;; Jts nj,iin:l.f~m\t<,:,.,~,to. , :~.t· is .::d~i' :;nB e;i' many , 
structures of the Sf.1 me ~r,., t. '~"I" ,~ .. "arva~., and +;)" s~\.I of , main-

I 
t·p ',',,",> '''.~: ~~",~_.,~"".J..,;Il"!'1'(':\{" ~e ·'t (",1'" .J'~,}t"-', " ....... ..1 


tenance; and they £1:;"\:: no':: l'l);,~iJ.,'/ o~-.{nr(~(l in.d:r!;;,'i/~.l':JC up 'li~rt.H~;f s(}heduled DlOIltP '; 


ments, and IHying dc:vm rir}.J.(,s .'.n~1, J.jabEitJ,es or ()1'fTIers ~mdof the 'government, , 

discussions' which i,::,; (:){Hl in planning ,to plaqe fill lli'"ldue ~en on one of, thl:'. 

partners, according to the amOu~1t of pblitica1~ pull. the owner haa. 'The, problem' 

is, of course, not peculiar to Germnny, and 1.8 equally pressing' in. for instance, 

England. hhat is Feculiar t9 Gt..rir:any,however, is the a.bsence OfatlY serious 


. movement ori intention -to deal with the prob+em on av:01untarybasise Such or

ganizations as the Society for the: }.'reservati'..H1· of' NeVI Erigland Antiquities in -' 

the Unit~dStates, or the National"Trust'andthe Society for the Protection of 

Ancient Bui:ldings in England, seem undreamed of';, , Hcre, howev.er, is 11 practioal 

means of. sotution, which enrorc~s 'selec';/:h'!l9 raf'aretlc.e t.: prD,cticaJ,'naeds l1 and 

econcnw. l'iioreover it has the gJ?:"~at advant.age stimulating comnnlnity interest, 

and comrmm~ty re~;ponsibility~ '';::T!d of encourag:tng indivldualentsrprise a."1d 

act:1.on., '. Another posfdbility r;cl~'.1J l.?-,; to Ellvinurage the o}rners "If grElat hC'llses 

to open the:m to the p:ub1ic on stated, days, and to(;ha:r(~e f~v.'sl' 'h.:tc;~:r·_fter (~e

duct ion for expenses could,. be 

fective in England in creating 


. communi ty ~ :'. . 

, . ,~ :, 
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(:3) Safeguarding of moveable works of art.., 

(8.) Wo:r1llt of art belonging to the ful"mft%' PrwIsla:n State., A 
considerable number of the more li!pCrtant o.f these ~ in the· CollectIng Po1Dt 
at We1Bbeden (also at Cel1e in the British Zelie)" There has been Bome doubt a8 
to their statue.. It has been at"gued that Under Law 46, par Ill" they paaaed to 
the Laender in which they were sit.uated" On the other hand~ Military Gove~nt 
1A Hesse (letter from the D:1:f'9ctor to the Mi.'l1ster President!) June 289 194.8) 
laid dqwn that 'the HelilSlian State shcruld hold them u trustee for the German 
people :untU a :reiiponsible central goverrunen-t tor Genua.ny hdtd been lilIitablhhedi 
and ill a later letter (Sept~ 101) 1948) too Mirdster President is f'ef'6l'Tad to M 

balleefor Berlin 1IlUa8W118 PropeTtlo Yet agal~ a letter of It'Brch 9i1 1949,9 writ= 
ten by !a very high authority.9 &§tated that the works of art "balo~to B6rllD"9 
giving :oolor to a clda app8l"8ntlJ'p1it forward by that e:tty., However? Law 19 
seems to settle this mattel'9 1::tr saying that o1lJlel'ship of certain works of U't 
and cultural objetlts 80 defiilad M to inolude tbt. Berlin Obje'6t8~ is wat8d in 
the Lmid whl!1"8 they are looattid as trustee tor a G~rman Stat.e :reoognized bytm, 
UoS",~ UeK~~ and French Ml1itary Gove~T1tBo 

Whether this is a final deci8ion rematos to be seeno If 'tha questlo~ arise~ 
again9it .shoul.d be nmembered (1) that th8 Prussian state collee'tions haT'8 81= 
~s bien regarded by the outside .ot'ld u the National Ge1."1rl8.ti eollectiotlBf) 
thoughnDt teehnlcalJ.y sOp (2) Even without tha paTtlS now in tho Rus8ian ZVl1e9 
they tOt'll!. an 11IIpressive and well round"d whtlla" whose .ro1t.'Ul"iU ru.ue would be 
conslderab17 diminished b.r d1't'id:1ng tb~:m~ (3) The, have formed th" centre l'O'Wld 

which a notable group of 8~holar8 have gatherede To break up the eolleetions~ 
would break this tr8dit:hm~ (4) It ia dcrllbtful wh6thtn' the IMnder oonc."ernflid ~}r 
the City of Berlin could ad6qua.tely pro'W:ld~ for' the lI!IIl1Dtan~ and d.i8pl~ of 
the QollectioWJ and for an a.d~qUN,te ltl81'11&d ~W:f to> handle th..,B., 

(b) Control of' sale and -oxport of: worQ of art", This has thl"'etit 
aa~tsll which appear never to have ooen ru.sarly distingubheds (1) ad part vi 
control of Germa.ny ~xporl. trade a.nd foreign exehanga~ (2) as an adjunett,o resM."" 
tut1on~ 0) as a means of eOl'11!18Nlng VfO)":its of art owned In Germany ~ .. 

(I) ~nt1"01 ot e~}:Iort tirade needs ex.aminntlol! in the light of the 
iJp8cial character or 'iftY(')as o.f a.rt~ 8.8 suggested in the Intl"Uduction to this ~ 
perl" ,As an example~ law 53, par 0 5Q (d) de8.lblg with foreign exchange d:l~et.a 
that gold and silver con is to 00 handed over to the Reichsbank or as otheniae 
direoted0 Title 1s,.?401. 5, expands th:11i b,ydireot!ng that collections of ooirus 
and medals in which the numismatic walue exceeds the ra~e or intrlnai@ value 
rlll be eons1de~d a5 cultural objectB~ find sUch t..'Ollecttona wiU be deposlted 
in the Land Central Bank or held in museums. This does nott! however, seem to 
cover the eue ot single ooins or of small groups of coins of numismatic va1ue~ 
Consequently, collectors will not buy tham1 mtltileums get no chanee t.o aequin; 
them) M.d either they are smuggled out of the country 01' melt,ad dOlino 

(II) Law 52, which requires the licensing of dealers in. W{)rks 
of art, and the recording of vari~~8 detail$ or trana&6tiona into whieh they 
enter9 such record to be shown to 8If1 autborized person~ is obviously a. neceB~ 
sar.r part ot the maohinery for d18e~ering restitutable obje~ta whieh have di~ 
appe~ea." It 1s known that there is a cODsldarable underground traffi~ in the 
export ·of work" of art~ but the licensing of dealers is at lea.st a partial check 
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and should be retained so long. as rest1.tuticn remains a problem" The 
recent :p:lrmissi::m for unreeistered tr.ansactions in \vorks of low value does 
not affect, this gelleral· principle 0 

(III) Control of export to prevent. Germany losjJ1G works of art raises 
far more difficult questior~o German museum authoritias favour it; and appear 
to be trying to put into effect Reich ordinances and laws of 1919 i 1929 and 
1932 dealing with the subject>J on the basis of a list of national. treasures 
whose contents are not kno~TI to military government officials and. appear·to 
vary according to the taste of certain German officialso A Pisgah=like view of 
one of these~lists revealed it: as containing entries 80 imprecise g as to put 
almos t uncontrolled discretion in·official [.Lands, Cases have occured in which 
restituta.ble objects whose Olmer no" lives abroad were ydthheld on the ground of 
being on this listo J\.pa:rt from the fact that such action discriminates aBainst 
one t.Jrp9 of property in private ha..'1ds and would sometbnes amount to confiscation~ 
it is objectionable as putting too :much power in official hanCj.s without publicity 
or resort to the Courts, MUGh bette:r would be action on the lines now taken in 
England~ the· general principle of ~lich is that if tho nation wants to preserve. 
national treaflures it should pay for doing so)) while making it to the advantaBe 
of the miner. to offer them first to a II1\.·,eum or public body" This is more 
demOcratic .. in that the cost of acquisition is thrmm onto the public purse, 
in some form or another and not on to a private ownerq The ltal:ta.n system is 
also preferable to the German one,9 in that save in exceptional and known cases, 
there is no prohibiti.on on export though a lice:lse is required; but the govern
ment has the :right to purchase at the price already paid or offered by the 
potential buyer of the Ylrork~ 

In fact g the situation is less seriouathan the Germans make out" There 
Beem only .i very limited number of ITorks in private hands whose export from 
Germany would·seriously affect nationaJ. interests and the money gained from the 
remainder would probably be better worth ha.ving than. t.he works themselveso 

More i ....nportant f:;-om .the point 01' view of conservation 1a a proposal that 
Borne museums e',E:> the Alte Pinakothek at Mu..."1.ic:h~ should sell some of their 
-possessions abroad, notably to the United St,ateso This has been put forward as 
a mat.ter of purely Gerrn.a.n decision~' and compared to the sales from the Hermitage 
by the Soviet, Government after the first World War~ It must b8 remembered» how
ever~ t.ha.t the Soviet Governrnenl:, a.t that ti.me was quite independent; and if 3uch 
a sale were 1ll.3.defrom Germany during any period of the occupation it would cer
tainly be alleged that Military Government. had brought pressure,ll and would be 
accused of assistance to despoil Germanyo . Especially would this be the caSe if' 
the sale were made from the Ainerican Zone to the United States" 

(c) Physical Gonservation of works of art.? German theory and 
practice i!1 this re::J!Ject. ts conSiderably behind that in the Western world today, 
.At its best it follows that of a eeneration ago; at ita worst, it is positively 
dangerous., (-0. The:modern idea of keeping a work of art in good condition,j 
rather thar: l.lUtJting Lt right after something has '1appened to it~ is not develop
ed, For example) the idea of air-.cond:Ltioning in museums seerMI scarcely to 
exist" Admittedly, this could not· be done at presentjl on the Ground of expense; 
but in the COlU'se of museum reconst,ruction, preliminary arrangenimts f(lr later 
installatlon cpu.ld. be made.. . 
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(II) D1nj;gnosis by- scientific meana of the condition of l10rlat of &rt, and ot 
c&usea of trouble. is little devel.opedo Only a.t the Doerner Institute in Munich 
18 thm completea.ppa.ratus for examination by X...ray, ultra. violet light, 1nf'ra
red. ray» and spectroscopic anaJ.ysia, with a 8cientiat in charge; and. there, the 
organ.1za.ticm is not integra.ted. f1rml.y with museum work» and is only caauaJ.ly 
used... El.ae1Ihera there may be 80me particular piece of apparatuss such. all tbat 
tor Ultra Yi.olet rayBJ but the use even o.t thia does not seem to be regarded as 
an i.nd.18pen.sa.ble preliminary to t1"eatmento In present conditional) an adequate
ly equipped laboratory is probably beyond the means of most lDU8eumsJ but this 
excuse does not cover the lack of interest. in diagnosiso (III) As I have seen 
them, some of the methods ot restoration used are not too re-a.ssuring,9 mainly 
due to the old fashioned practice.ot concentrating on appearance rather than on 
structu.re 0 

It Iwould certainly be an advantage if the directors of two or three large 
museums, and their restorers, could be sent to the United States to stUdy the 
~pproach and methods llBed there, nota:'6l.y at tneTogg lIuseumj catiibridge, and the 
JllUJeum or Fine Arts, Boston" This might form the ba.aill for establishing a 
laboratory- connected with one ot the museums j which coUld serve. &8 a centre· far 
1nBtruct.ion, and. alao do work for smaller 1nstitut.ioDSo For such a purpose, a 
large lan~ has indicated w1111ngness to .provide quarterS and perhaps some 
finaD.ci&l. helpo At the same time, SODll!J reorganization of the Doerner Institute, 
Mun.1.ch,p and establ1sh.J:aent of close relations with the Alte P1Dakothek,. might 
serve the same endo· In the meantime, ex1stingmethods ndght be improved' some
what, by giving help to museums in obtaining necessary mater1al.s from abroado 

Recommendations 

10 That Military Government should eo advise and guide the repair of 
historic structures and monuments as to prevent, it possible_ 

. ' (a) such repair being used primarily as a· means to stimulate national
ist feeling 

(b) money and mater1.alB being used. to repair chUrohes and simD ar 
structures to serve particular political purpOses, which could better be a.pplied 
for the benefit of the people as a whole . 

, (c) such buildings aamusetims being reconstructed without pt"Ovision 
being made for changes which are necessary if they are to 8erTe the community 
as a wholeo 

(2:) That Military Government shoUld encourage the retention and use ot 
historic struCtures on a selective and econcmrl.cal basiSJ and in particular 
encourage tAe ownership and management of such. structures by private &asoc:i.8P 
tiona, acting voluntarily<> 

(.3) In the case of moveable works of art 

(a) The collections at the former Prusaian State should be regarded as 
the property of a central German goverru:aent for vmich they are held in trust by 
the Laender or other bodieso 
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