| Presidential 'Adv’ilsory Cdmnii‘séion on
Holocaust Assets in the United States

Box 9 |

| Art Team-;Documents -

N Folderé.379-44(}_ | /

Documents 120119 — 1%222529’ .




7
S ofi
I[“' 5
. s,
8 i
s, of
o
]

a1,

",
22
TRRHOT
3

PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON
HOLOCAUST ASSETS IN THE UNITED STATES:

PRESIDENTIAL
ON HOLOCAUST ASSETS
IN THE UNITED STATES (i, o onfmen aeaeacivs Diresto
|
.‘
| ATTENTION NARA:
|

’
!

|

THIS IS A COPY SET OF DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC.

901 15th Street, N'W o Suite 350 « Washington, DC 20005 » 202-371~6400 » Fax 202-371~5678



2é0f?hznu
o thler

ROD!

UCED )\‘f THE NM‘iONAL ARCHNES

AT

Pictures received following
about looted plicturecs thrvdﬁ
tuken to ATt Collecting

Jacob darrol,
Still Life w;

r.J
[

i
fud

Farn., Fynas
5
LZ“UoO%pﬁ

1 0il painting oa wo@ﬁ.

b

5till life

Z. uerbLun
. Field Artil
4. Field Artl
Y. Hegiment o

7. Artilleris

8. Juzmygiansg,
#ifle Men

KURPIE o uu«;{A
(Lo HIL Ol 2 Buyd ¢ 7=

palctiing on wood, 1.20

Fregs
Lri
£ oi

and hadio GHHUUHLG&bRt
mwinel Folice, Hunich,
nt 1 ¥ar 46

1 ¢1il puinting on canvas, 1.%0C x 1.10 m, unfraaed, signe

Francofort 1652 (%),
th parrot

Y
X e

1614,

hugler

rosar-

oy .
Liery
liery

physici

6. Mombardomvcreti‘n and brvhwar
wmhardier, Jurxhuk

1 3 jate)

Husn
1@59

.

crs and voiunteeor

4

?U a, golden frame, 'aig

R R ™= . .
Dlacer frams 1 J.I‘i;x. CEe

Ne L —-alit Banony

;11a

[ N
©
-
rand)
<t

inz Museom T~ Qo vecyed fiobien Qiptiss. 7 R

Group of peopls lﬁ sorian by

d,




st

NAL ARCHIVES

o

=

RODUCED AT THE NATIO

3

J

i3

3
L

IV

bt

0120

12
o

Rriveuwed

-

s Linz Muscomn @

’

Y.

.
¥

Box U2F

IS
B

toun

-

C

frdetio thl Eore

+

Ré 200



AEPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES .

Fihrerbau - “ooting

On 29 april 194%, when'MKxAmerio;nd were about to enter
Munich, 723 items , including the SCHLCSS COLILCTICYH (262 paintings)
were still in the air raid shelters of the Fuhrerbau. :

Between the middle. of June 1945, when the Yentral Vollcctiﬁg
Point was established in the Fithrerbau and the Yerwaltungsbzu and un
adaguate mllltary guard was posted , and 15 gov 1945, 148 have hee
found in the “Yentral bol]eﬂtlnr Loint 1use1f or recovdTred i ,unlcn
and lits environs. e

ig of thﬁ latter date 575 paintings were still ml“%)Jﬁg
including all but 22 of the paintings acquired by 1LINZ from the oCHLOSS
coilectlon. '
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V o Musewn  Synagog 81lver ~ Othier mentos Unfit (‘:dmmuul‘ul | - ¥Yreg- ”“““f* Jotal
- Country . Pleces  Pleces Borap Metal Scrap Metal for Use Ob jects Borolls -ments Scrolls -gsurol
. Terael = 2,285 916 - 3,261 8ok (87)  (x27) 2,008
. United States 1,326 1,824 - (apprx. 100) 3,250  110% - 11¢
. Great Britaln 285 . 66 (3,713 for (495 for o3 12 &
C : ' A melting) melting) ‘ (4,208 for « (see .
| ' i : _ welting) Yelow)
; I‘rance 125 - 219 - , 3kL (see
., Trenee ‘ . below)

Germany | 31. 89 A o - 120
' Western Burope = - -
. (excl. France . . = ) : , - :
| &Germany) o 129 B BT 129
. Wegtern Bwrope L | |
. (incl. France & o o | ~ :
Great Britain) e - 98 o 9
South Africa 150 66 o | 26 B
Cenada - 151 | S » ' 151
Avgentina 150 ' 150

—————

TOPAL - '.4,162 336 3,369 3,73 495 ~ apprx. 100 12,175 1,024 ) 87 127 - 1,23

- TOTAL CEREMONIAL OBJECTS DISTRIBUTED: 7,867 TOTAL TORAH SCROLLS DISTRIBUTED: 1,02k
* An unknown number will require burial,, ' ' V ‘
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HED m?snsf ' USE F.r.iﬂné wncﬁé\o's SHEET —~"NUMBER' EMS consaqmvew — DRAW-LINE UNDER EACH 1TEM -

OFF!CE OF MILITARY . GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY {U S) '

o APOT2 T
NO: v . . DI
ECT: - Ioan of Books - g
L TO FROM . . ‘DATE (Has this becn coordmﬂed wuth il cmmrned?) E R
-Comman- - C/MFAA 21 '-,’,,.Nom FOR REGORD: - - " BN
der in Sect  July : C R
7 'Chief Rest 1947 ° 1, The encloaed memoranaum tc ‘the. Ccnmamier in Chlef. ol
-BC° . Br - .. .'FUCOM from Rebbi Philip-S. Berna-l:ein, Adviser on’ J'ewlsh '
~ Dir ED - - Effairs deted 17 July 1947, TAB "A% wag weceived Just
2150 - ¢ S " after the letter of RED TAB.was prepared’ oh the 15th

. of Tuly to the American Joint: Distrlhution Gomnittee.
. .j'I‘hls le‘bter has 1101: ya‘h baen ﬂlspa:behe&. Lo '

. L The 1e1:ter to. the AIDC raptpSents the ,MFA&A
positions - In. spite of repaa‘ted requesta, ‘ths AJDC hag Pirpistiad ; acoountmg
* for less than one-quartsr of the ‘bodks. lent to- CH e, Genma'y to-the statemsnt - !
. made by their representative: on ‘the 12th of -'Tuly 191;6 “there i8 no- indma‘blon ‘ }
that they have any reeelpts or any other recor& as to what h&ppened to thesa R
: bookse  This would not be z matter of : e =3 : ool
|
}

" and repeafted rumor Lhat DOCke were removed: improparly unﬂer the cloak of th.w

" AJDC loém, This suspicion is in ad@ition o the kuown- improper Temoval of .
five boxes of the most valuable books and mamuserzp:ts in ‘the -depot’ with the' - .
connivance of a nembet of Ra’bbi Bernstem's atafr and tha use of the mme aml

' equlpment of the AJ‘DG S PR A SRS

3. ‘I’he statmm: in Rabb1 Bernstcin's lc’cten that ;
there are more 's.han 25,000 remaz.mng Yooks which would be: appropriatet'ffor such,
. a loem ia :not accurate. Aay cons:.daratiou cf the request for ﬁu‘t’h

- enbirely at the d:.scretxon of the d:r.rector -of . the Ofi‘enbaoh Archa,v
_ Moreover, it is bela.cvcd that "he should be included in any: possi'
which would seleot such’.books, . The most recent estimate by’ the & -
¢ depot of” the. number of books sui'bahlc for suoh a 1oan is bei:wecn five: ana a:.x
thousand.

. la.. WA&A, Rest:xtution Branéh foels tha‘b Bty 8 has e ,
| grave respons:.b:.li‘by to the posgible: surv:wing origznal cvmers in-the’ m&ter:.al
* involved., These original owners.: include natmnals of fomex:ly acou_‘pmd coun-,"

., tries 28 well as refugeas now remdents in the Umted Sﬁatea and othcr Um.ted
' Natlcns. o ‘

o e Td isy. ‘sharcfore. ‘recomnended ‘that ‘the- ;wcmr at ool
. the RED TAB be approved, mgned’ and. c‘iz.spatched, -and “thet: mfomamon copy be NI |
sent to the Offica af- the Adv:.eer on -Teva.ah AffalrS. ) L e

v

~~Incls,."2 L
.. Tab nan
N Tab -Bea-

fﬁ-.?Telephone BERLZ:N 43255 T oy
o FeemBemwloss T U ’2‘3 b

Paoroctl g i 'd e
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B Summary of uperationM.

1 Inventory of Books dnd ﬂthc lerary Mate-‘ff
ridls in Dépot (Estimate, ccnpervative) :

25 March 10 6.

L Totals by Flocrbﬂ Jases Piles, Stocks,
‘f» and Packaaebo »x» ‘<‘ St ;
, ‘Piles o Stacks - ;:‘ 
-(in cubic moters) and Packaves T
L ;hu,,lt~h_ ‘
3 el 45,000
g - N s 20’ O0.0 .
o 282 10,000
— h”'“' 500,000
405 575,000
bl “Tobals in iteme (books Damphlets, !
" newspapers etca)
'2551 cases at 220 1tems per caqe o ,
. eqlhal e ¢ G e - ¢ 51‘?, 220 ’
+OS cu.meters at 17,0 ¢*ems o
' per cu meters equal ., , . . 506,250

74 Btacks and packages .+« « 575,000

* Dotal Items in Depot T
25 March. 46 . RIS
Items shi ped out in". " .
March, 19 6 o e aa e e e s e 242, 8404

Grand Total in Depot at Date .=~ L
-of Activation « s v 4 L s 1 841, 5 //‘

.. 1,598,470

=T --"" == -' -—"

2’ALlst of ﬂtemu sh¢pped out as of 25 Maroh 1946

(No record of any 1tem°”hav1ng been restltu%ed
yi:predecessor apencz; ,Uuly 1945 to 1, March
1946) . . SRR

.Dutch Restituvion, =~ .

?109'cé3ehé Jewish Portuggese Seminarium,

SR T . Amsterdam
L1 19% cases;'glblwotheca Rosenthallana,
. ; - Amsterdam -

15 cases, Sccietas 5p1nozana‘ The Hague,
£ cases, Spinoza House'at ngncburg S
ST near Leiden. ‘
“.°. 6 cases. Ohahe m*~:reh 63c1ety, ubeuwar~‘-f
‘ : den, - -

120126
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. Inels 7

6260 _
71780

","“‘ Amsterdam : ' Ten Tl

7 -cases, Gottschalk Collect n, The Hague. =
~2-cases, Herzberger Collection, Amsterdam
] case, Ginsberg Collection, Leiden o
case. New Literary Soc1ety Collectlon,

The Hague. ;

ases. Various Dutch Collectlons includ-
R - ing pictures .and other objects.
25 cases. Free Mason Collections., '
10- medals. Jewish Historlcal Museum, Amster— '
~dam, : .

”ayne I ‘Restitution,

ases, Paris. Bank, Rothschild Fréres

ases. Lipschiitz Libralrie, Paris

ases. Various French Collections, includ-
ing items from the libraries of
members of the Rothschlld Fbmlly,.
French Branch., 5.

’*chfAmerlcan Joint Dlstrlbutlonvcfmmittee Loan.“
3 March 1946 ~--1400 items ~“Q‘
25 March 1946 o= 4282 items” :

5682 items,

" " > o o o

Vd;?Li“rary of Congress Mission.,

.21 March 1946 -- 4 712 items
- 22 March 1946 -~ 29 cartons, 1500 books;:
L . : . : 5 cages,. periodical . - -
WELTKAMPF,
27 cartons, misc.German
- : ‘ , newspapers and maga-
S A S 21nes.‘e. :
.- 257"March 1946 -~ .. 17 cartons, 770 books;
e S . 22 cartons, German news-

, : “ PApETS;.
RN o 8 cases™ German newspapers
26 March 1946 —- 14 cases, 1,955 books;'
¢ . 6 cases Gérman and French
R - Newspapers.

8 Inclé0 : .
Inol. :
~Incl._4 T
InClok.
Incl,

fTénfétlve Iist of Library.andmArchlval Colle

‘tions_at Offenbach Archival Dep't: ¢

Incl~.8‘—
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OFF!CE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR GREATER HESSE
OFFENBACH ARCHIVAL' DEPOT

i

L DEPUTY DIRECTOR |

. CHIEF
Aommsmmvs emnon 1]

LIAISON BRANCH

PERSONNEL SECTION — STORAGE & WAREHOUSING SECTION ' —]  HOLLAND

SECURITY SECTION || CARE a PRESERVATION SECTION {  FRANCE

- SupPLy sgction - | — sorTing secTion | — a3be

i

. b T e
cr - A

I TrANsporTaTON sEcTioN] - | goxingacramng secton | Heomiwe .

- SHIPPING' SECTION * * - ..

1 MARCH 1946 APPROVED : Mm

K 3. KELLEHER
TC ‘g?
LAND MFA & A SPECO"

OTHERS AS
NEEDED
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- CONFIDENTIAL

imerican Consul General -
Jerusaler, Palestine

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to our cable of 6 May'1947 r;gardgﬁg the
custody of five cases of books removed from the Uffenbach Depot
and shipped to Jerusalem., Reference is also made to your cable: of
26 Jure 1947 advising 'that inventory had been completed :and to yoﬁr

subseqguent transmittal of custody receipt for the manuscripts contained

-in these five cases executed by Dr. I. Joel, the librarian of Jebrz

University, Palestine on 22 June 1947.
An agreement, (copy enclosed) has been entered into by UeS.
military Government, Berlin, Germamy, and authorized.representatives of
JCR, Inc., witn the éenburrence‘of z representative of JREQ, Inc.,‘for'tne
transfer of these books and manuscripts to JCR, Inc. For the purposes
of this transfer these worké‘may bé‘idéntified as follows:
a., Unidentified manuscriéts - As you‘will note from the agreement
these manuscri?ts and books are to be transferred to JCR, Inc., by Memorandum

fleceipt with the sole proviso that these properties are to be utilized for

. the maintepance of the cultural heritage of the Jewish pecple.

b. Identifiable books and manuscripts - As you will note from the

agreement, these are to be transferced to JCR, Inc., subject to the proviso

120132
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that they will endeavor to locate the rightful owners of the property

- and restitute thelproperties to the rightful owners.

It will be appreciated if you will designate a representative of

your staff to screen all of the documents and manuscripts which were

pldced in custody of Jebrz Unlverulty llbrary endeavoring to. 1dent1fv
these manuycrlpts from the ‘book plates or other mgrxlngs.. Enclosed

for your information and use in this :screening is an inventory prepared

at the Offenbach Depot indicatiﬁg owners, inSofar as that information is

known to. the Director of the Offenbach Depot.
It will also be appreciated 1f your designated representatlve will
execute on behalf of U.5, Military Government the necessary Cﬁstody Receipts

in accordanée with the terms of the enclosed agreement for the trénsfer

-of both the identified and unidentified properties to JCR, Inc; and will

maice abrangements.with Mr. who is the designated representative of
JCR, Iné., for this transfer to have forwarded to us COpies of lettefs of
notice and reports of‘effqrts to aqpomplish restitutioﬁ'as provided in

paragraph 3 of the agreement.

lqu33f
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OFFICE OF MILITARY ‘GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (US) ' Wt
" Properly Division . : : :
APQO 742

Berlin, Germany

30 March 1949
HEMCRAND UM

70 . s GEERAL CLAY

SUBJECT : Jewish Cultural Properties Removed to Falestine

‘ 1. As instructed by you, we are negotiating with JCR
concerning their signing a recelpt for the Jewish properties for- :
merly ab Cffenbach Archival Depot. and now located in Falestine,

such recelpt to be executed unda% the asreement recently entered
into with JCR covering transfer of unidentifiable Jewish cultural
proaertles presently located at Offenbach.

2. A study ‘of the inventoriss of the properties trans-.

ferred to Falestine reveals that not all of these properties are

unidentifiaple. Thus, we could not transfer title free and clear

"to JCR as we can in the case of properties whose rightful owner

cannot possibly be determined. In view of this, we recommend

_that the agreement to transfer these properties include awm addi-

Rm 2036 Leon Bldg .

tional provision that such of thgse properties as can be identi-
fied as tou ownershlp will be notified to the owners by JCR and
w111 be returned to the owmners by JCR-subject to payment of
shipping costs by the owners. ' '

2. If you approve of this provision, we will make an
offer along these lines to JCR.

*
LA

Tel: L3773

120134
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SERCRAND UK
TC ¢ CENIERAL OlaY .
MR ECT 1 Jewlsh Cultural Fropertiea Hamoved Lo Falestine

1. &8 instructed by you, we are negotiatling with JCR
concerning thelr slgning 2 receipt [or the Jewlah propsrtlies for-
aerly at Gffenbach idrchival Uspol and now lscatsd In Falestine,
such recelipt to ba exscuted under the szreessent recently enterad
intoe with JUR coverlng transfer of unidentifliable Jewish suliural
properties presently located at Cffenbach.:

-

2s A study of the inventoriss of the properticg trans-
ferred Lo Falastine revealz that not all of these properties are
mnidentifiable. Thus, we could pnot transfer tltle fres apd clear
to JUR se wo can ln thoe case of properiles whose rigihtful bener
gansnot possibly be detsrmined. In view of this, we recommend
that the agressent to transfor these propertlos include an addi-
tional provision that sueh of Lhess propmerties as can be Adenti-
fied a3 Lo owpersulp Will ve potified to the cunsrs by JCR and
wiil be returned to the owners by JUR subject Lo payment of
shipping costs by the ounsra,

3. I you approve of thig provisien, we wilil make an
of far along Lhiese lines to JCR,

FETTIIFSG HAWINS
Qiraetﬁr

Tels 43773
Rm 3036 Lcon Bldg
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TEIFGRAM SENT

TO0 :+ JERUSAIEM
Codes

COFIDENTIAL

FROM FRANKFURT

Date; Mey 6, 1947

Referenge your telegram regerding five cases of books from

Offenbach Depot.

lilitery suthorities here desire that Consulate

General mske arrangements for opening of boxes in your presence,

an inventory made, ané a receipt obtained from Jebrz University,

incorporating therein & statement that the University will be re-

sponsible for safekeeping of the meterisl and sgrees to produce

them on demand of proper suthority. If such arrangements can be

made, military suthorities here will asgree to leave the books and

material at the University until their final disposition has been

Aetermined.

*

Dleese reply esrliest.

,"fp" N H T B D R pheged g
CONFIDENTIA

MURPEY"

1R01386
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TELEGRAM SENT

Date: ilay 6, 1947

TO i JERUSALEM

Code: CONPIDENTIATL

‘RCM FRAerURT

Reference your telegram regarding five cases of books from

{ofenbech Depot. Military authorities here desire that Consulste
£

uene

=rieral man arrangements Tor openiﬁh'of boxes in your presence,

P

an inventory made, and a rece*ct ob+a1qci xrom‘ubbrz Univ : 1ty,
incorporating therein a stafeﬁent that the University will be
responéible for safékeeping of tﬁe.hatefial and agfees to produce
them §n demand'of proper authoriﬁy._-lf such arrangement ts can be
wade, military aﬁthofities’here will‘agrae'to legve the books and
natnrlal at the Uhhverexty until their final disposition has beenl

detérmined.

Please reply earliest.

MURPHY
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vear, and its exhibits attracted ever-larger numbers of visitors. In
a letter drafted for circulation among Seminary-affiliated rabbis,
Marx reported that 26,000 visitors came to the museum in
194117 ‘

In a now familiar pattern, growth meant the need for more
space. Felix Warburg's widow, Frieda (1876-1958); agreed to

‘donate to the museum her family’s former residence at 1109

Iifth Avenue. The transfer was to take place on January 14,
1944, the seventy-third anniversary of her late husband’s birth.
The new muséum building was opened to the public on May 7,
1947, :
The Scmiimry library and museum, under Marx, became
important repositorics of the Furopean Jewish heritage. In what
was, tragically, a unique casc, thc_](,wnh community of Danzig
shipped its ceremonial objects to the Seminary for safekeeping
until the time when the Nazi fury would pass. This collection
was destined to become a sacred memorial to a once-flourishing
Jewish community. ' :

In other cases, what was salvaged of European Jewish life
were mere pieces, picked up and put together with extraordinary
devotion by American military personnel and civilians after the
war. When the Allied armies entered Germany during World

~ War 11, they found approximately eight million fereign nation-

—e

als, most of whom had been brought in by the Germans to work
for the Nazi war machine. One of the difficult tasks confronting
the military was the repatriation of these displaced persons to
their former homelands.

Also stranded in Germany were approximately 50,000 Jews,

survivors of the camps. Repatriation was not an option for the

‘surviving Jews, who did not have a homeland. They ‘were forced
“to remain in and around the displaced-persons camps, in Ger-

many, until havens became available in the new Scate of Israel
and elsewhere.? “

The Allicd armices also had to contend with millions of books
and cultural objects that had survived the war. Some of these

“items were identifiably German and had been placed in storage

by the Nazis in order to protect them from aerial bombardment.
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But tens of thousands of these objects were treasures that the
Nazis had looted from the Jewish communities and Jewish

- individuals they had dc‘str()ycd

“AXcor ummussmw.um)Lan_l(;\fwh (;Rliur‘ll Recon: mruﬁi@
headed by Professor Salo W. Baron of Columbia University, had
been formed in part to deal with the reclamation of this prop-
erty. While the full fury of the Holocaust did not become known
to the world uritil after the war, enough information had become
available l)cforc 1945 to anticipate the wholesale destruction of
Jewish life in Europe, and the commission’s goal was to look
ahead to the task of rebuilding the shattered communities. Its
work would include a survey of the Jewish scene as it existed
prior to the war and advising the United Nations on the recon-

~struction of the cultural aspects of Jewish life. ¥ The commission

. "had the full support of lcading]ewish organizations, such as the

American Joint Distribution Committee, the American Jewish
Committee, and the American Association for Jewish Educa-
tion, and enjoyed the expertise of many scholars and educators
who had themselves cscaped from Nazi Europe. Alexander
Marx was an active member of the commission. He headed the
subcommittee on research, which submitted a detailed survey of
the educational institutions in Lumpc, b(,fom the rise of the
Nazis. ‘

s A thefall~of Z1945 " Professor- “Baroi and “members “ofthe
commission met wuh General Lucius D: C lay (1897-1978), the
officer responsible for civil affairs in the U.S. Zone of Germany.
They advised him to sct up a special depot to serve as a collection
point for the millions of books and cultural objects found by the
military. Krom this central point, efforts to return all captured
materials to their legitimate owners could commence. As a result

08 of this meeting, the Offenbach depot was established, and for-

three crucial years, from 1946 to 1949, it served as the hub for
receiving, sorting, and shipping over three million items.

The first director of the depot wis Captain Seymour J.
Pomrenze, an experienced archivist and linguist. FHe had been
serving as the archivist of Wuerttemberg-Baden, but was reas-
signed to his new post on the recommendation of Judge Simon

!
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In the name of the Rabbinical Organization

Rabbi Samuel A. Snieg
Chairman and Chicf Rabbi of the U.S. Zonce?

Not all heirless Jewish material and property was properly
routed through the Offenbach depot and Jewish Cultural Recon-
struction Foundation. In some cases, use of unauthorized chan-
nels resulted in no real harm, as with the library of the presti-
gious Klaus synagogue of Mannheim. Its last rabbi was the
learned Isaac Unna (1872-1948), whose Talmud classes were
attended by Dr. Max Gruenewald, the: scholarly community
rabbi of Mannhcim. In a recent interview, Rabbi Gruenewald
told the story of how that library came to its current home in
Cincinnati.?® 'The Klaus library fortunately had been removed
from the synagogue before the Najis did it any damage, and
spent the war years in storage at the municipal Schlossbibliothek
(“Castle library”). After the war, the library was turned over to
Rabbi Henry Tavel, a.U.S. Army chaplain stationed in nearby

A‘l~!eidclb<‘:rg On his own authority, he shipped it to his alma

mater, the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati.
In other cases, individuals had come into possession ofjcwmh

property |Hegally, and were trying to bypass regulations in order

to realize. d personal profit.--Sometimes  such crimes were

~thwarted. In May 1950, a Berlin bookdealer offered Alexander

Marx a beautifully illustrated manuscript for the sum of $5,000.
As is customary, Marx requested that the manuscript be mailed
to him on approval. Former Seminary Librarian and Chanccllur

Gerson Cohen tells the rest of the story:

As soon as the velvet-bound manuscript was in his hands, he sensed
that it was not completely unfamiliar. lmmediately, Dr. Marx,
whose knnwlulgc of Ichrew manuscripts was legendary, recog-
nized certain pages as having been reproduced in an 1898 article,
where they were identified a part of Rothschild Manuscript 24.

Tempting as the item must have been to a hibrarian, Dr. Marx
immediately notified the U.S. State Department, and the Roths-
child family, of his discovery. (,orrcsp(mdcm.c confirmed the fact
that this was indeed a manuscript stolen fmm the Roth-
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schild - coliection in Paris. by the Nazis. The State Deparement
thanked Dr. Marx for his help in restoring the praver book to its
rightful owner; the Rothschild family requested that he bring it back
pcrson'l!ly They were understandably unwilling to trust the pre-
cious hook to any common carrier. In the summer of 1951, Dr. Marx-
complied with their request and the story ended.

Fifteen years later, a new chapter was added. Baron Edmond de
Rothschild, of the French branch of the famous family, presented
the Seminary library with a fifteenth-century illuminated manu-
script, in an almost perfect state of preservation. That manuscript
has-had a privileged position in our collections. First, it is extraordi-
narily beautiful. Sccond, it is rare, having been written in Florence
in 1492 by the scribe Abraham Judah of Camerino. And finally, in
“presenting it Baron de Rothschild referred graciously to Dr. Marx’s
role in restoring the first manuscript to his family, and to the
gratitude this act had inspired.?!

THE ACLHEVEMENTS OF ALEX ANDER MARX
When Alexander Marx came to the S(,mumry libraryin 1902,

he found 5,000 printed books and three¢ manuscripts in his care.
In 1948, when he celebrated his seventieth birthday, he was in
charge of the largest collection of. Hebraica and Judaica in the
world, with 140,000 books and 8,000 manuscripts.” In"the year
ending March 31, 1947, the library served 14,892 readers and
visitors, In a year when the Seminary had need to borrow books

from cleven institutions, seventy-nine libraries turned to the

Seminary for interlibrary loans. Over the twenty years ending
in 1947, the Seminary knew of 700 books and articles that were
based in part on Seminary library materials. N

The esteem which Marx had carned from colleagues every-
where was amply expressed at a special program ()x]Jalxuary 29,
1948, marking his seventieth birthday. All the Seminary-affili-
ated organizations participated, as did more than thirty other

- institutions, including Columbia, Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and

universitics from abroad. The occasion included the presentation
by the Rabbinical Assembly of Marx’s portrait, which still
occupies a prominent place in the library. Professor Licberman
addressed the assenibly and, in honor of the occasion, edited the
Marx Jubilee volume, published in 1950.
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at the time led to a reorganization of the top Seminary adminis-

trati(m with Iinkelstein assuming the new post of chancellor and
lelegating administrative duties to two v1ce-chancel!ors and the
‘Scmmary provost.

No longer tied down to day-to-day duties in New York,
Finkelstein embarked on a three-month-long trip to Israel in the
spring of 1952. As a result of this trip, arrangements were set
into motion for an Israel Center for Seminary students. A few
vears later, in 1958, ground was broken for the American
Student Center, and from then on each rabbinical student was
required to study there for one year.

To all mvolved, and especially to Alexander Marx, the
highlight of the trip was a special convocation on May 25, 1952,
at which the honorary degree of Doctor of Hebrew Letters was
conferred upon David Ben-Gurion (1886-1973), the Prime Min-
ister of Isracl. Marx made the presentation, which was meant as
a personal tribute to Ben-Gurion and also as a symbolic expres-

- sion of the Seminary’s support of Israel.
b PI

"laking pride in this official function and deriving satisfaction

from transacting library business in Isracl, Marx also experi-

enced joy on this visit to Jerusalem as he became reacquainted

with his family, including his brother-in-law Shmuel Yosef
Agnon (1888-1970), the famuu‘; poet and Nobel Prize winner of

1966.

Upon his return to New York, Marx concentrated on his work
with manuscripts. He was particularly anxious to make progress
on his critical edition of the complete Seder Olam, part of which

‘had Dbeen his Ph.D. dissertation. In this undertaking, he was
ably assisted by one of his favorite students and now his close -

associate, librarian Gerson Cohen. Sadly, Marx did not live to
see its publication. He died at the age of seventy-five on Decem-
ber 26, 1953. Gerson Cohen describes the last few weeks of
Marx’s productive life in his response to a concerned correspon-
dent:

With reference o your inquiry concerning Doctor Marx, 1 can tell
you that the passing of Professor Louis Ginzberg on November 11,
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1953 was a great blow to him. His lifelong fricad and collcague was
the last of his close associates who had begun teaching with him in
1903. On December 17, 1953, the widow of Professor Israel David-
son, died, and after Professor Marx returned from the funcral he felt
ill'and went to bed. Fle was taken to the hospital on Wednesday
December 23rd, and passed aw ay on Shabbos mor mng December
26, 1953. He died without sufﬁ,rmg pln sical pam and in the thick of
work, for he had many plans for the Library in which he was deeply .
involved to the very last. We indeed fecl th(, I(m keenly as you can
well understand.

Serving as a magnificent memorial to Marx was the Seminary
library, consisting of 153,000 volumes and 8,500 MAanuscripts at
the time of his death. After Marx’s death, the pcrs‘uh;ll librarics
of three great friends and wllcaguu-——i)a\uison (.m/l)ug and
Marx—were combined, becoming a separate collection in. their
names. Thus were added to the library 4,000 volumes from
Ginzberg, whose major stréngth lay in the arca of Talmud,
Codes, and Responsa; 13,000 volumes of the Marx library,
bought for the Seminary by a number of friends, and covering
the'fields of Jewish history, literature, and bibliography; and the
many books from the Davidson collection, especially strong in
medieval Hebrew literature, which were on permanent loan to -
the Seminary from the College of the City of New York.
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Fibrary of Congress Mission. ... o i 0oL 20,329
British Zoncof Oceupation. ... o oo 10,796
lnStorage. . .o 161,68l
Ready for Shipment ..o oo 85,167
InProcessing ..o oo 26,623
Towl. .. ... SR . 3,205,198
- SouRcE: Alonthly reports of the Offenbach Archival Depot.

.. Iaizz’e
()H enBact Arcinvar Deror l)lsmsm(m OF MA!FRJMS WrITHIN THE
UNrtED STATES ZONE 0F OCCUPATION
MarcH 2, 1946-ApriL 30, 1949

, No. of

Disposition ltems

Prewssische Staarshiblionhek, Bedin ... .. . . ... L. 700,000
Baileeship of Minister President of Land Vlesse ... .. 296,473
Bipartite Finance Board, Bad Homburg ............. ... 190,843
Stadt- und Umversitaetsbibliothek Frankfurt, .. .. e 79,310
(irasse Nationale Mutterloge zi den 3 Welthugeln .. ... ... ... .. 49,853

" American Joint Distribution Committee . ......oo oL - 20,923
Wieshaden Central Colleeting Poine. ..o L 17,279

Board of Fducation and Cuhure for the 1 ll)cratcdjcws in .

Germany ... e 6,000
G-2 Division OMGUS ... o oo e S 5,957
Finance Division OMGUS . ... ... T, e 4,361
Hesse Regional Library, Darmstade. ..o 00000 e 3,000
St. George’s Seminary, Frankfure ..o e 1,799
Munich Ceneral Colleeting Poine ... ... U 1,690
Wauerttembergische Landesbibliothek, Stuttgare. ... ... ... ... 1,544
Miscellancous, ..o e e 1,520
ot o 1,380,552

Source: Monthly reports of the Offenbach Archival Depot,
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JEWIST CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INCL

"DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS FROM NEW YORK DEPOT
Jury 1, 1949-nov. 30, 1950

According 1o Institutions

No. No. Net

Name of Institution . Ree'd . Ret'ned  Rec'd

A. 1’1 iority Librarics

.

C.

I. Amcrican Jewish istorical Soc'ty +3 43
2. Baltimore Hebrew College " 1,887 3 1,884
3. Brandeis University . 2,569 . 2,569
4. College of Jew, Studics, Chicago 3,561 3,561
5. Dropsic College 3,475 465 3,010
6. Hebrew Teachers College, Boston 1,958 1,958
7. Hebrew Theol. College, Chicago 3,020 99 2,921
8. Flebrew Union College, Cincinnati - 2,388 67 2,321
9. Jewish Community Library, 1A o7 907
10. Jewish Institute of Religion 6,409 1,036 5,373
11, Jewish Theological Seminary 4,445 45 4,400
12. Mesifta Chaim Berlin 1,103 1,105
13. Mesifta Torah Vodaath ‘ 3,713 . - 3,713
14. Ner Isruael, Baltumore T2,382 2,582
15. Rabbinical College of Telshe 156 156
16. Yeshiva University (Including 5,932 :
of Stuermer Collection) 8,429 350 8,079
17. Yiddish Scientific Institute S 03,379 . 89 3,290
Swmaller Libraries
1. Bnai Brich Hillel Foundation 1,013 448 565
2. Beth Medrash Elyon ©350 350
3. Beth Medrash Govoha - 450 450
4. Jewish Teachers Seminary 615 o 615
5. Jewish Welfare Board . 200 200
6. Mirrer Yeshiva ' . 400 400
7. Schneersoln mery S9u0 ~ 99
8. Yeshiva of Flatbush 332 332
9. Zionist Archives 970 970
Nou-Jewish | dbraries _
1. Columbia University o9 6V
2. City College o 214 214
3. Tarvard University ) 200 65 133
4

. Johns Hopkins University ' 2 , 2
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Plates
Menoroth
Hanukah Lamips
Collecting Boxes
Rimonim
Textiles (Forah Curtains, cte.)
Torah Wrappers ‘
Ataroth Ornaments
Megiloth
Candlesticks
Torah Crowns
Medals and Coins
Miscellancous

Total

53
133
182

20
180

96

100

88

9
12
17

35

23
1,698

ltems

Appendix C

Library Statistics
July 1, 1985—fune 30, 1986

Technical Services

Number of utdes acquired L. oL R,
Number of volumes acquired ......... ... e
Number of titles cataloged. . . .. e e
Number of volumes processed .~ ... .. e .

Public Services

Number of volumes borrowed ........ .. e
Number of library visitors. .. .. R e
Interlibrary loan—Borrowed. ... .. L. e
Interlibrary foan—Loaned . . ... ... L. R .

Staff (as of June 30, 1986)

Professional—Full-time ... ..., e e
—Parttime ... e
—Full-time equivalent ... ..o L .

Otber professional—Full-time .. ... ... .0 L
—Part-time. ... oL

—Full-time equivalent. . .. .. e

‘ g . « . A
Support Staff—lulltime ..o oL
—Part-time. ...

—Hull-time equivalent. ... 0oL

iy

2,449
3,265
3,954
5,789

15,935
95,613

83
222

fad

3

4.4
9
2V

10

(1.4
I'TE)

(1.0
FTE)
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OFFICE OF ¥ILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR

Property Division
APO 633 '

MIEMORANDUN

1. TIn addition to the 1
of 13 January 19L9. there
ILithuania at the Offenbach Archival Depot.
Jewisgh ownershin. ‘

Al

nf

The Estonian hooks include
identifiabhle as non-Jewish.

)
e

\Qq

s

118 Army

1 tr

Wiesbaden,

‘Garmany

21 Janvary 19L9

10,700 latvian books categorized in memerandum

are 976 books of Tstonian origin and 0,207 from
Iithuanian bcoks are

T Jof Jewish ownership (miscellaneous)

The latter group is subdivided

as follows:
af J. Tomp'i nim am, ¥lubi 57
Raamatukogw, Tallina
Tallina Partei-Aktiivimaja 2h
Raamatukogu ’
c. Tallina Garnisoni Sndurite ¥odv 33
Kaitseliidu staabi Raamatvkogu 27
@. Vleinere Bibliotheken (ca 60) 155
-G» Ohne ¥ennzeic chen (non--ewmqh3 571
870
3, Tf Vilna is regarded as historically Lithnanian end the two
libraries known as "Twria