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Pictures received followioa S~} dnd ,Badia anno'Uncecuon't 
about looted 

.. 
pictures thr Qriminal Police, Munich, 

taken to Art Poin t 1 i:iar IJ. 6 

1 oil Pbintlng 	on canvas, 1. x 1.10 w, unfrHmed, s 
l~!'~?? i!l~rrol~ ancofort 1652 (1), 
;:; t l 	 .L 1 ,:,' '1 ':;V l ,::'l[:;.rrot 

1 oil ptllntj, 	 un vfGOd, 1. x .90;ll, golden frfl~:le,'s rlt:;(f 

FOri. F'ym:s j, 1614 I (r,roup of peopl!:J in ;llDiJrlt 1'r;' 
1 tjn d:3 t},'j .P(;! 

1 oil'pc:.llrttin!:'s 	 on 'Neod. )~ 6(; ern) -:)laCi-( f~r:;~!·.:-18 J u.rl~)i; r1.~::d:: 

:jtill LL v;i bo ()}~ ~i 

8 colored litLoC:t":I!t'E) If:) x 3'5 em, sllver i f.";:~:J(!~ S 
Cit. \' .,~~)tt e d : 

1. • r:i rt~,; t:!d1 d bl1.fj ]J~~ :r 1 ~:3 ::) 6 
2. 	 -S e :t b i f~ n :.:Y u:r ;11 E'. (~ T .- ~J!j 0 r1 e I ..-;:';l. t'1 d i':!~!) r'J (; rl ~r .F'}:"" t::; e <,,~) .r r: t'::. 

3. 	 ~ield rtillary 1$52-1860 
4. 	 ~ie16 rtlllery 1863-1867 
5. 	 ~egiment physician end invdlida 
6. 1.ombardo-Venetlt1fl ,::mc: ;"rchier, 
"(. Artil rint, i3o;I;bor[;ier, Carr 

8. 	Jazygians, ~ussors ~nd vol~n 
i,~i.fle n 1859 

<, , 
" 

. ~ '" " ,t:.. .' l. \. .*... .' '. ~ 	 ~L-.J,. • 

t{Po:' P«~~~M:'fIx}Y l/J) ?­ . ,
~'J11.: -H\+tw'llint- ~StA)lY\JZ, ~'fk~~J~ .~s·, .' , 

l' 

'.< 



.~·,:L (~t·i):.r (;N:J :r~3 e~J ,1 '\1 f: cl :f0 1-1 OiN.1. r~ I'e ~.~ -G ~) n'~J n i:~~d 1 Ct ~3.1:~irj OU11(;e? l';'~.~ 1'! t~ 
vboui~ looti;l:Ci cto. e t.b£0, ~;:r.J. n:~l 1-01100 

1
, \!iju.(lta~l, 

r'l !. () 1\1' 'i'.(>-' _'I I:!' t, ".' :,' ~ ," t: >c, '\;1 '0 ',,, Of' 1(;"4 6~; .. l..t v _v. v-' .....~Jr~ .,~v~.".., \;,,r lIi. .;.::;.J",.. _.,{, "-) 

1 011 painti~8onc8nv8singoldanfr8me, 4C' x 60 C8, 
1);/ ,':,~:~ 1.; t e a.u, ~l r,'~ (: SG II '1. n,f~ (i'tl!} 

I 0:1.. 1. c.n (~~}n\ff:1.~1 ;V.1. old~n ,frnme, G x IJ :ll ; 
":', () C He;:? !';,e ~1t} :Lt fl ople 

an v;,'ao~j 
'.y" .... • • j .. 

pT 0 b «o~y ch me ter: ti~ Ibo~t8 

',..... 
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, I T ~E '~ATIONA\.. ARCHIVES " 
REP!:,ODUCED A .... ," 

PUhrerbau J'ooting 

i On 29 "april 1945, when the lime cans 'Ivere out to enter 
Munich, 723 items , including the scHLOSS COLLECTI (262 peinti s) 
wer~ sti iri the I' raid shelters of the FUhrerbau. ' 

I ~etween the middle of June 1945, when the Central ~ollecting
Point was established in the F~hrerbau und t~e -~cwaltungsbau and an 
adaC3iuate military gU<':l.1;d v'/as, posted , and 15 l\ov 191\.5, 148 have 'been 
found in the ~entral Co ecting loint itself or recoverecl~rnrtUrircr7" 
and I ts environs. r-- • -~~",.~-----

hs 6f the latter date 575 paintings were i miss.:;ing, 
ing ,all but 22 of the pL1.intings accluired by NZ from tlle SCHLOSSinc 

etion.col 
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/b i 1$ 1ltJ"1J irS' /1.v" 2. '- \
;r;."..(~ (1'V'VI' W3 ,?w­ ~ r P 
) 

In w.-'l.I1 	
/' 14-t.... t,.#Ill". ~ Ik 0f ~ '8,#if"'C ~ 

1~ 

~Jc : .JC.I. ~6 (3 ...J~~) i)).,' .2tf2 j1-i,.j.·..r r )/I..c 7'l 


~fe"", Cudt,;t,·- ,.),'U /.,. >... 4. ~ 

,,/__'>,..... -1-1>'" 	 ,c..(IV .,..e,~· ".' ~ . . . '... ,,_.'" _.

FrGllch 	 /"uthoI' ect ?ru(:iUl'(!8 C;;TYlGT / rL:~ s L. 01":)' c.! 
run.Nr~ Arr.Nr. 	 ::::::-.:.:::.=:.::,~:~.".,.! 'I'""""i ,~ 

~ 513 rsdorf 16 Jord20ns Giyls '}le3~(I ~}Cb.l.OBS Col1ectiol1 bou[:;ht or Linz, 

1913 
.~ 

l! 	 il514 13942/nuchartre 1 '1 c~r 	 - 'it of N·o. 5~73 

f 
~ 

It 	 !IG15 8436!LandDrsdorf 17 Di e:pri:;"a:m The drinks r 	 Eo. 137 

~loC 2~~~/wol'lec~ a 	 !l 

.~ 
t.J ~~I..)v .....l/ :,.... J'i.. v it 11 ~:tL~~e - 1"'0 ~;~ d. No. 1'70 b for L 

sto1.'ed t the 
Ftihrerbuu, stolen, 

'j 
~', then ~;ith 

lill" s. .~.) 811Gc}r 

8~-n/~' r Ii51? (~~O ~r ~ L.v.Leydol1 1.1.~:i.do:n,11c~ t:;.nd Cllild No. l<i:l bought for Linz, 

c;.. 1943 


$ II518 8421/Landersdorf 5 Oudenrogge vor-l£lnds C;ill e 	 No. 196" 
11·s 519 8427/Landersdorf 8 Cuyp, J.G. 	 hIan's :[:,ort r,)_i t " No. 03 

11520 2651/Weneck 4 Hackert I J;'>.TI Evening-landscape 91 	 bout;;ht for Linz, 
s t or ed (1 t th e1., Flih~erbau,stojen,

' ~ 
then fou:nd'Hitb 
g:.:r.s .;/on eel;: 

~ ~ ~ 
o 

5.81 rS d.orf <1 ;](;11001 of l-ltlbollS }3' jJH1 on tllO C:~,~; 110. :315 Dou~ht for Linz,
~, II 

1943 

~ ~ 

II 
.~:csdorf 1 9 II~~"n.s sons, P. t:n'i or 	 No. l;~/~,~ 3 " 

~ , " (: 	 ii523 <J12f.;/LD.:nrlsrs (to 7 ll:r OVi;'] y' , 	 1 :fe s t i. v::,1 l"J 0 • 0,-,i-I 
o 

. '~
58/~ v Di :tclrH:~,11s Lune ~i1e 011 };UT 1"' No. 9<1 II 
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~.,French Munich ;3ubJ?Q,~' f ··Presl1-hed G~Yner' iIi ,st ory··Auth9:;' " ~;'";."" , .' =-.::: ; ~':" • .: ... -- . o .... " 

", 'c' •.ru....'1.Nr. Arr.N:r. . ..:- .. ',. C\.l~ ... • ... 1 

.525 

526 

527 

528 

'5.29 

530 

531 .. 

532 

533' 

534 

84:30/18;p.derSdorf 11 

. 2653/l'Yenec~ 6 

'2654jWen'eck 7. .' 

8432/I.~ndersdorf 13 

8433/Landersdprf 14' 
. . . 

'i3892/F~hrerbaji 341 
'. . : 

26l:j5/Wel').eck 8' . 

2657/Weneqk 10 

8434/~andersdorf 15 

2652/Wen~ck 5 

.'. //~:: _:t:~::~_-:· ..:.. _,-,:;?:~~...~. ,.~-;... ~:~:._. ~_.~_,'~-i~_'~'.~~": .. ~ _ J:: ..:.~.:: '~~ ~,-::":_ ~ • ,...-j . 

M;~ v~Mtissch~:f. TlJe :f:i,:i,~t~pip:,e.,~. ',:,. <SchlOss·-Coll?ct':io~ .• .bQ~h~1~4~;r·in~} 
..•• j 

. ,,' ..' -~ -, ", . .""'...... - ':".,:. ',;' 

C~rn'~ Kick' i;~l~~i~filtS:/~-~f;c;,;;:::,::i,~,.·'~::;;~~;~~~. '~b. 6~ght : fo r.i.l~z , . 
'stor'ed·· at't'he . ',' 
,. ,Flih,re.rQ<t~ ,:§·t Q1ell:iL 

/' -,'.,~, ~~ then 'f6U:iid witfJ> , .' 
Mf..s:.:: '.1f(e·Poe6k·. . 

'" .. / ~~~.: 'it';1\:~:. :,;?:\,~~i,':?8P::, . .~. , .:::::::i:;;~::uw.~ ...""':f::;~~1~~t[{~~~!~:~~~~ ,,: :, 

.. 

:Nb~·/45·· .poti.gp.t foi..Li1.lz ;
.<>;" ~ - - '. ,(' . ". ·194:? ' ',{ 

r 

. _,.," ~~~:~:.~":. ~~~:~ .~:;<-l~~'tr~~ ":~ ~~_'~:'., -'< ·~~.v 

·G'~,v.• d. BOS9h .' Interi"or:ofd"l;tchen '" 

-.J
. .-.- .... " 
"r . ­

.~! ,,~ .,' .., ~. : ~ \, <.The ~'idllif~~;:x~1'i~:~:i~F~<' . •··.. ¥rt~\f~·
Nets'crier . C,~ '. ,.' "<'. ·No. 18'7 

, ',' . ' .. ~. - "" -.,.,­ " 
.,-'. ~ ~r··. ..- .~.' ~~.!::. -'­
(j ~:~.: ~~1'·:~~8.Pot t~r; b6'ligiif fdr·'ti~z, 
b , ..c.,,-. stored::'at" ih'e~" ..--:--{'-;.-'.:-. ~--' .. ~-->.~--
::-; 
;::.-., 

~{.~ 
"i ,f=.' 

~~f,' ..•.•. >S!~~'~;~f~*u~n,
"':"< 

c/' 
;':,;~,rr::;~,~;-'\~\ ....

'~'.. , 
',' .~ 

~\lesen;, .~.an 3' 
., 

.' ...- ;. '!..~,~~9i:::,:~~, . 
..~-

¥{ouwerman .Ph. :"',i '... NC>·:;.' 287 . pought .:for·Lin'z . 
'. " .. "'",,' Two ':r(,,~~~;:bt'~~~#';: .. 

I.", 

J;.~"~ _ '~'~'~"<".~ .~~. \:.-~ 
--:".'

Ykens . Thi-eE3·. pa':r~'~t'~;<" -:: H< 'wi{h6tit No' bo~~ht ,i~r'Lf~z~-. .': '.- -:, ~. '-' - - -..'~ . , '.~~ -', - . -; "r--~' 

.s£ ore d at the . 
Flihrer:pq.~,~t 01 ~n, 

.-.:' " then' foUnd with 
• '. < 

'~.' . :.:~~ 
.'. 

'," Mrs. Wenec~ 
,~ 

.~• .,4 ." .~ • , ',.,' 
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Mu.oeUlll 8y0080ij S1lver 
CounJ;r;r Pleoes Pieoes Sorap Metal 

'Ismel 2,,285 916 

Un1ted States 1,326 1,824 


Grea.t Br1ta1n 245 66 (3,'11.3 tor 
mel.t1ng) 

France 125 219 

'" , 'Cexma,ny 31, 89 
: ,r::, 

Western 'Europe
(exCl..Fre.nc.e " 
'&·ce~) 129 
Weqte~'~pe , 

(lncl.~ce .&

Great :Britain) 


South Atrica ~,o 66 
~ Canada", ' 151 

Argent1I:lA 150 

Peru 35 ' 


TOTAl" ' • ·4,162 336 3,369 31 113 

TarAL CEREMotm\'L OBJECTS DISl'RIBUTED: 

* An Unknown number will require burial. 
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.li1~ I • f.· ... . 

, ~.:,.:~.~.~:.~ .. 
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Otlu:r manto Unt! t Cul"UIDuulul. lI'rug· l.hU.'l\;u 'ru Ul.t 

Sorap Metal for Use 9bJeots , Sorolls . ments 8or.o1 t& -~ 

3,26l 804- (81) (121) :).,018 

(appr:x. 100) 3.r~0 110* lle 

(495 for 3ll 12, ~ 
melt1ns) (4,208 tor • (see

melt1Ds) belov) 

344 (8ee 
belov) 

120 

129 

98 98 

216 

151 
150 

35 

495 apprx.100 ,12,115 ~ ,87. 121 1,238 

71 867 TarAL T<mAll SCROLLS DISTRIB : 1.. 024 
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. OFFICE OF ::MI\:.i'i'ARY .:GOVERNMEN1'.· F.()R·'(3ERI'1AN:'f(U.S.).· :.'. • 
',. .Apo..:742 '. . . 1 

.... loan of.BookS ' 
. 	 . 

< .":" 

. TO . FROM .' . l')AT£ (H.5ihlsbe,neQcrdin.te~ ~ith.n eon_rned?) . . . 

. ·Oomman-' c/MEAA .' 21 NE'1rE FOR BEC0Eb1 
der in Seat July 
Chief ~ Bes.t '1947 . 1. '!be' enclosea'me~rSlJd~ tothe~~derinehi~f.:. 

".EO· . Br . ..EOC6M:troIn. Rabbi fui:j.;p$. ·Bernate.i·n~MV;iBe~;on ..r~WiSh 
. Dir. ED 4ffaiia dated 17 July 1947. TAB·tI;A;·;wa.e;rece:ived.jUst ". 
'2150 Ilfte~thelette.r ·of .REll TAB. was ..pr,ep·!ire.et. pill. the15~h' 

.of JulY .to .,the .·American .·J"0ii1tI}istr:tbri.t1o~CQlmiit~ee:: 
' .. ' Thi:s.lett~ ··haS··nbtye:tb!!~ndis~tch~a;•• ·> . . 

, . " ,.,-	 .: -. ,'.. 

, .' 2. The ietter ';:0 theA:n:lq '~eF\!Ssents'theMFA&A> ' ... ' 
position. . In spite C)t:. re:pe~t.edr.equests.·tb8 AJDQ'ha.$~±SMaiail:.:acc¢ul:itii:ig 
for less thanone-ql.l,ar:tl!r of tbebooks lentto·tliem,..· 'OO:D:tJ:~y:to.t:Q.est.a:teme:i:it . 
made by ~b,eir r~pr~sent~tive· onthe1Ztho:f'.:TUly·1946,..'there15no.hidi(}ation· . 
that theybave any r.ecelptsorany·other recordae:."to what;happ.enedtotbeae·· 

. 	 books •. This wou;ldnotb~a me.tterof· a e' '. ' " " ...... '. 

and repe,a rumor t at, oks. were remov:eii ilnproper:LywXIerthe .cloak 91' tpis 

A.JDC lOan. This suspicion is.. m ado.it.1onto the,kIiown fDlProperremavaJ.:of . 

five boxes of the IDOEitvaJ.uable book$. and.ma.n.uscrip~s·· .int~d~iP6'tw1ththe 

connivance of a member of Ra'bp1Berll8teiiI?-'sstatf ~a. ..tbeU5e·of. the· ·namea.:od 

equipment of the.AJDO.· 


". 	 "" "~' 

.'. '. . ....... 3~.The stat_lit in Ra$bi BerDtJtew,;t,a,let.tar that ,'. 
there areinore ilhan2.5.000remamiDg 'C9Ok:s . :which' would .~~:ppr.opr~at~~9rsUo~ . 
a .loan ,is not e.ecura;te.· .Anyco:tLSiderat1011 at the:6equiest. ·:ror.fiU-.thi!¢';!jpok.{ .. " . 
should not BpeiifY,theiltmiber·Slldthe.i:n.ullb~t~at~htbe~i,entsh~:eo.d;·be :' 
entirely at the' disCrettbll· of.the,d'lrector.ofthe,·e:r.1'enbach.;Ar:chd.:Y.al!]:)epot•. 
Moreover, it is beiievedHtbat'he shQuld be .1hclud~d· in:any·;pQg.Sd;,ble:·Q~ttee: .' . 
which wOt1l.dseleot s.l:lQhb09ks~ .. The>inoBt. recen:l;,~tJinat.(lby:,th~.diil~c;t6r;(ji' t.~ 
depot C9f' the. IlUmber of·hoOks,su~tab1e .. ~.9l'su,Ol:i e.·loan is be:twee:a:t±y~ 13nds#: 
thousand. 	 • .. ,".. ~ ..... . .. 

...4.• ' . MFA&A~ Re~tHutiOll'BrBll@ fe~1sthat$t~ >a," 
g:t"ave reSponsibility. to .ttiepos$iple. survivilJ8.ortginal,oWl;L1!irf!int;be._terial . 
involved. Thes~e or,igiilalo\vners .i.:c.ciude liati6Ilalso:t'tor.raer~y.ocou'piedcotUi"'" 
tries ~ wella.3ref1Jgees .now· reSidents in the . United ~tates Snd·. crt:her.'iJilited .' 

. Nations.' . . '. ". ..... . .' ..... , 

' . .5•. J:tis. ~hereiOret>reCO~Med.·~bat·thelei;terat 
the RED TAB be .approved,.signed and.diEfpatc~d~/~·tbat, iriforriiat,ion: ~o.:W be'·' 
sent to i;hCOffice ar.: tlie Mviseroli Jewi:6h::A.f'fa.:tJ:.8~ . . , . ... . 

, ,'" . . . , 7', . 

, 1 '2'0" .) i-r........... .' '. ··l..,···..)··

. 	 ~'-', ." "" .. rI."- . 

-<PQNoJ' . / 

" -_......_ ... _-,-'-',- .. ----.- ...---....--~....--~------' ···---,.1'.1 

16;:9 ClL 10C XVd LC: n NOW 000;:;;:1190VHVN 1'8 VH:Jd00 . 
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, OAD 
, " " .":~' . 

B.. Sumni~~: of 
• ",;' • ~~. :.:~;, > , 

1.. Inyentory of 

25 March 1946" 
1<;' • 

", ,:, I 
., ~ .,,' ,~;' ,.,.... ~' 

,il' 

:': . '. " /.', ' , , 
'::1 • ' •• ~:~." 

, ) 

, " '~ 

.., 
;, 

~. ~ 

. ,'$." ;"',,, 

.'.: .'D - ....... ­

OMG GREATER ,~~_,/y 11Iar46', Monthly. Report ",0 

Operetions • 
~ " , • 

Books and Other Library Mate-: 
ricilsin Depot (lilstimste 9 conservative). " 

: ,'" .~:'. 
, 

,;' 	 , ' ~ " 

, ," 

,,,,a~:"'T.otals by Floors '; Ca~~s,', 'I ,Piles, Stocks,·, ~ 
, ....; 4,:~'~~.' .,'r, '~'\~;,"and Packages~ 


~~~l~~~;~\~" .:' ,: ' . 

Floo;" " CaffeE! , I'iles 

, ' 

Stacks 

'.i·:f-.l';;:- .. , (in' cubi,c,meters) , ,Enid' Packages 

. "'''" . '. ,.. ~'.:\.. ~ . 

1 	 ,'::4~M " 
',' ';;, I, 


, ,,'182
2 	 '45 ,000, 

.3 326 	 '20,000 

4-
" 

'1,212 	 282 10,000 
~ \l::7::;;;:J~', 

,':21Lt 	 500:,000 '5 	 , ' ",' . ~r<4'~ . 
,1J.oc:, ,'TOTAL 	 2;'351 " ./ 575,000 

~ ,. ­

:;;b:~':Totals initeD).s ' (bo\5k,,?,: pamphlets, 
':~i;}\'i'newspapers etc )<' <'Q H',' " 

,~;/~',.", ;.:1':;;. . ' ;" • " " . 
',,/Itl,/:F// I cases a~ 2 .... 0 ltemEJ per case 
.,' , equal,~ .,,' .... ~, ••' •• ,517,220' 

: " 405 ,cu;metersat 1750 it~ms 
. ,i per cu' metiers eq~lal, ~ • c ~ 506,250 

StaCk? and, packages '.. .. •• 575,000 
'Total Items, iIi Depot l' 

,-~. 

25 March,46 ". ~ fl '~ _. .1,598,470" .. 
;,~': Items shipped out in ' 

," March, 1946 242,840
0 0 • Q • . " i 

;t:;~2y::;GrandTotal in Depot at Date 
, ,,', ,'·ofAct1vation ~ 6,' {f • ," " ",t, ,u 

" ';, . 

2.'/List of 'items shipped out as of 25 March 1946., ' 
" '", ,'," ~ , 

(No record of any items", having ,been restitilted 
,~,~:'cb.Yd>redecess0r agEmc~,e"s'/;July1945 to 1, March,'{1<j46) , .. ,,~,,'," .: ' 	 , 

" , )K:, Dutch, Restitution. ' ' ' , 
',';" '.-., . 	 . .. 

," 	 '" c 

; 

" 

'.t;, '109 cases. 	LTew1shPorttlguese Seminarium~ 
Amsterda.m' 

. j : " 
1,94 cases; 'Bibliothe6'a::' J?osent1;taliana'. 

'\', 
Amsterdam,·' .' 

, ' ,"1,'5 
", 

casesu Soc:ietas SpJ.ii~;lZana. The Hag(le ~ 
c::.. cases. Sl)inoza House',at' Rijnsburg_ ' 

near Lei.den.... " 
6 cases, Oh!3~t:;; T:"lrah Soc.iety, Leeuwar-:­

den.,,,"~" . 

6 ­

g , " ' 
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, · .. ·,t 

, (t~~", '.'" 
,...... '. ';~...

'T::r 

" 	 ',R 'NC'iS T RIC T. ,E D _.... _-------­: " :/ .): ' .' /, ,::·i~~~/f~1..~ " " 'i", 

OADOMG,~:r:mATERt(~SSE 31 'Mar 46 Monthly Report • 
;, ",~},,~~: '. 

2";eases • Neth~rlands J ewis.h}Seminarium·, • :1 ,•• " .. 

.: ~~ " ' 
 Amsterdam. ' : ,3;:; ." . 

, 7 'cases. (iottschalk CollectiRIl, The Hague i 
2,·cases.Herzberger CollEH:;tion, Amst~rdani 
t:·ease... 'Ginsberg Collection" Le~den 
il(i:p;~se .. New ~iterary Society Collection, 

,il. :f~ . The' Hague. ,': " 
7'c.as-es. Various Dutch Collections includ­;'" 

:, ," ing pic,tures ,and other objects • 
5,eases. Free Mason Collections. 
lQ,medals,. Jewish Historical Museum, Amster­

" :;;:, "i:: , ,dam ~ 

' ," 

" 
;' ,,;b.;i:.,FD$h:ahRestitution. 

',. ".~ . t . ,,'~~1' ~t: 	 ' ,, 

;."; ",5%:1~:¢9-ses,. Paris Bank, Roths.child Freres 

". ,t< 

, >8Q;'~~~ses. Lipschutz Librai;rie, Paris 
:·5~::.cc'ase:s. Va~ious French Collections, includ­

·<~;Fu,.' ing items from the "'librariea of , 
, ";f~~,,,. members of the Ro;thschild' Family, ' 

French Branch•. , '.~>:c; , 
, c. American Jo:i:nt Distribution Committee Loan. 

3 ,Maroh 1946 1400 items ,:?: ' 
25 ('March 1946 :....-: 4282 i toms;' . 

TcA~±i~ .' : 5682 items. 
" ;·~t., J~';~~'. 	 =========== 

d.Iri~r~'~ of Congress Mission. 
21;March 1946 -- 4,712 items 
22 ',,~1arch 1946 29 cartons t 1500 books;· 

, 5 c~~res;; periodical 
b 'f' WEETKAMPF' 

, ., 	 ".'. " ",,'. ,
27 	cartons, misc.German 

newspapers and maga-,' 
zines~ '" . 

-- 17 car1;ons't. 770 books; 
22 cart,,,q~t German news­

.papers,;, 
8 cases(~G,erman newspapers

14 cases,;·'o~:,955 books; 
6 cases~erman and French 

newspapers.
' 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

draft 

/' I 
\, 

American Consul General 

Jerusalem, Palestine 

\ . 

~-1,}.i·"'''';· 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to our cfiple of 6 May 1947 regarding the 


custody of five cases of books removed from the Offenbach Depot 


and shipped to Jerusalem. Reference is also made to your cable \ of 


26 June 19~7 advising that inventory had been completed '.and to your 

subsequent transmittal of custody receipt for ~~e manuscripts contained 

,in these five cases executed by Dr. I. Joel, the librarian of Jebrz 

University, Palestine on 22 June 1947. 

An agreement, (copy enclosed) has been entered into by U.S. 


Mili t8.C'y Government, Berlin, Germany,.. and authod zed, representatives of 


JCR, Inc., with the concurrence of a representative of JRSO, Inc.,' for the 


transfer of these books and manuscripts to JCR, Inc. For the purposes 


of this transfer these workS may be identified as follows: 


a. Unidentified manuscripts - As you will note from the agreement 

these ffianuscripts and books are to be transferred to JCR, Inc., by Memorandum 

Receipt with the sole p~viso that these properties are to be utilized for 

the maintenance of the cultu['al hed tage of the Jewish people. 

b. Identifiable books and manuscripts - As you will note from the 

agreement, these are to be transferred to JCR, Inc., subject to the proviso 

120132 




Box 


- 2 ­

that they will endeavor- to locate the rightful owners of the property 

. and restitute the properties to the rightful owners. 

It will be appreciated if you will designate a representative of 

your staff to screen all of the documents and manuscripts. which Vlere 

placed in custody of J ebrz aniversi ty library endeavot'ing to identify 

these manuscripts from the book plates .ot' other markings •. Enclosed 

for yout' information and use in this .::sct'eening is an inventory prepared 

at the Offenbach Depot indicating owners, insofar as that information is 

known to the Dir-ector of the Offenbach Depot. 

It will also be appreciated if your designated representative will 

execute on behalf of U.8. Mili tar-y Gov ernment the necessary Custody Receipts 

in accordance with the terms of tile enclosed agreement for the transfer 

vf both the identified and unidentrfied properties to JCR, Inc; and will 

make arrangements ~i th Mr. who is the designated representative of 

JCR., Inc., for this transfer .to have forwarded to us copies of letters of 

notice and ~eports of efforts to a~complish restitution as provided in 

paragraph 3 of the agreement. 

1 ....,n-!3·3
..4.. ~. U . .L 



"Entry t\\lO? \) ()u ~Iq t( 
File ~{~5bqcL(A( 
Box CeG 

," 

OFFICE OF MILITARY 'GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (US) 

Properly Division 


APO 742 

Berlin, Germany 


30 March .1949 

,t:IEivIORAl\i'D UM 

: GEIilffiAL CLAY 

S1.J.i3JECT Jewish Cultural Properties Re:noved to Palestine 

1. Asinstruct€)d by you, we are negotiating ';'lith JCR 
concerning their signing a receipt fOr the Jeviish properties for­
merly at Offenbach Archival Depot, and now'loeated in Palestine, 
such receipt to be executed under' the aGreement recently entered 
into with JCR covering transfer of unidentifiable Jevlisll' cultu~a.l 
properties presently located at Offenbach. 

. 2. A study of the inventories of' the properties trans-, 
ferred to Falestine reveals th2.t not all of these properties are 
uI'lidcDtifiable. Thus) .we 'could not' transfer title free and clear 
to JeR. as we can in the case of properties wbose rightful owner 
cannot possibly be determined. In view of this, we reco!~l.mend 

. that the agreeiilent to ,transfer these properties include a ..1 addi­
tionai provision that such of th§:se prof.C rUes as can be identi ­
fied as to mmership hill he notified to t.1Je owners by JCR and 
'Hill be returned to the o"!mers by JCR' subj cct to pa;{ment of 
shi:pping costs by the' owners. 

, 

3. I"f yOu appr9Ve of.tl1is provision, \'.fe VJill mal<:e an 
offer along these lines to JeR. 

Tel: 43773 

Rm 2036 geon BIde. 
 ···U,··' 

/

\fvJ../ 
/ 
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• 

}O Maroh 1949 

TO 

1. l:\$ instl"!lot.od bY' you, w~ are neg~~tiatlr:tg wit.h JCR 
cor.cerr,ing t.hei r s:i.gninr; e rooeipt for the ,J ewish .prop~~rtieB for­
iner).y at. Gtft'lu.lb.ao!t Archival :.:lspot and nO\\1 located tnPa.le§titil!.1, 
sllchrec.eipt to beexel:uLlltd I:mdtl:t, t.h~ liI.gr~·H~!i~~nt recently (r.tlter.w 
into '!liUh ,1 [;;.:t cov~rl"lng tranDf... Qf uni(.!$:utH'\,al:.)1.e ,J ~·;'d.$h GU1..tu.ral 
.pr~pe:rti~1l3prf)l!emtly loca,ted et orfenbach.· 

2. A study of' the 'inventorU~t'J of tbtl:! prOrH1.n"Ueg tranf. ­
r.~rr~Ki. Ui r~.l,·;;sttfle. :rli\v~al$ tJ."t;."..t, not all of UWHIi!c prtJ'(itH't..i.,fH) .Sl.re 
!mld(;!r;.tli'iahle. 1'ht.wt ~e could not t . .r'<i1.n6f~1' HUH t'rea and clear 
to JGR 8.81'ffl oan ir" tho caGG olprc~rties who$e: l"ightful Crr!Jl1f;lr 
ca.!if'lOtpossibly be d.e:t,~l'.(riined. 1r~ v lOW of this.; ';IIe r.ecolrif~l<:!lnd 
thc,t the agr(\~iJ;iEml:.. t~) tI'ansftH' t.he~ profArti()sll'lclu61fJ ,Ut a.Uo!.­
tiOllt!.l prc)vision that 8uch of ti:l.r;9$ ~tro~rtl~lti QI'J \!<1.(1 b(l l.(.hmti­
fled ",:;1 L(i ownership .11.'11 be uotified t.o t.he tmn(~l"t) by J and. 
will o6ll"'eturned t<:. the O\'llH,Il"S by JCl'i rau.'bjcet t..o fl~i\.ynlt:.'>:nt;. oj' 
ahij:lt:;j.ng costlll by trw owner a. 

FEILD p~; Hx,1r.-<} m~ 
Dirootor 

'T01; 4;773 
R.~ ;to,)6 gcon Bldg 

.. 
'.:': 

"':',r" 
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TELEGRAM SENT 

TO jE.'-tuSAID.1 Date: May 6" 1941' 

Code: CONFIDENTIAL 

mOM FR.ANKFURT 

ReferenC's your telegram regarding five c.'ases of books from 

Offenbach Depot. Military authori ties here de.s ire that Consulat:e 

G'eneral make arrangements for <.:>pening of boxes j.n your presence, 

an inventory made, and a r.ec.eipt obtained from Jebrz University, 

incorporating therein a statement that the University will be re­

sponsible for safekeeping of the materia.l and agrees to produce 

them on demand of proper s.uthori ty. If such arrangements can be 

made, mili tsry authorities here will agree to lea"1e the books and 

niaterial at the University until their final disposition has been 

determined'. 

Please reply earliest. 

HURPHY" 

• 

1 '2' .......'~ '.:1,~

~t. J ll.!. ~u 
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, , /~C;:::C!~ IZ nJ:Cc~dJ:J' utXL\ 

cOP Y 

TELEGRAM SE'NT 

Date: May 6, 19 t17 

TO JERUSALEM 

Code: COl\~FIDEnTIAL 

FROM F HANKFURT 

Reference your t~1egr,::m,1 regarding five C'1ses of.../book's from 

Offenbach Depot. Military authorities herEl desire that Cons:llate 
, . 

Ger:enll rnake, arrangements for openin'g' of boxes in your presence, 

an inventory made. 'and a. receipt obtainedfrol!l Jebrz UniYt>r'sity, 

incorporating therein a stater:lent that the University will be 

responsible for safekeeping of t,ne nateriF.\,1 and agrees to produce 

them, on demand of proper au:thori ty. If such arrangements can be 
.. 

inade. mi 1i tPcry authorities here 'Ifill, ar;:ree to le,ave the books and 

materlill at th~ Udversity m~ti1 their final disposition has been 

de:termined. 

Please reply earliest. 

MURPHY 

120137 
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...RG, 
"E:ntry f\\lr\; \) Cfu \-Iq I{ 
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"O:JiGUJ will .unconditionally. turn over to the JCR all archives, 
libraries, pamphlets, etc.-, pdncipally in Hebrevi, Yiddish and Gern::&n, 
2.nd Je"vish ritual objects in OiJlGUS custody, except for property 
defini tely identifiable as having corne from such countries outside 
Ger.m8.ny whose Gover-nment would be entitled to r-esti tution. Such 
proper-ty will be tur-ued over to the JCR against a custody receipt." 

1 
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55 Ofteaming and UbmriesH 

,.. 	 year, anti its exhibits attracted ever-larger numbers of visitors. In 
a letter drafted for circulation among Seminary-affiliated rabbis, 
.\-Iarx n:ported that 26,O()O visitors carne to the museum 
1941.1' 

In a now familiar pattern, growth meant the need tor more 
space. Felix Warburg's widow, Frieda (1876-1958); agreed to 

donate to the museum her family's former residence at 1109 
Fifth Avenue. The transfer was to take place on January 14, 
1944, the seventy-third anniversary of her late husband's 
The new museum building was opened to the public on May 7, 
)947. 

The Seminary lihrary and museum, under Marx, became 
important repositories of the European Jewish heritage. In 
was, tragically, a unique case, the Jewish community of Danzig 
shipped its ceremonial objects to ih.e Seminary for safekeeping 
until the time when the Nazi fury would pass. This collection 
was destined to become a sacred memorial to a ol.lce-flourishing 
Jewish community. 

In other cases, what was salvaged of European jewish life 
were mere pieces, picked up and put together with extraordinary 
devotion by American military personnel and civilians after the 

. war. When the Allied ar.mies entered Germany during World 
War II, they found approximately eight million foreign nation-

most ofwhol1l had heen brought in by the Germans to work 
for the Nazi war machine. One of the difficult tasks confronting 
the military was the repatriation of these displaced persons to 
their former homelands.. 

Also stranded in (3ermany were approximately 50,000 Jews, 
survivors of the camps. Repatriation was not an option for the 
surviving Jews, who did not have a homeland. They were forced 

. to remain in and around the displaced-persons camps, in Ger­
many, until havens became available in the new State of Israel 
and e1sewhere. ll 

io-.... The Allied armies also had to contend with millions of books 
;:;,;. and cultural ohjects that had survived the war. Some of these 
CJ items were identifiably German and had been placed in storage 
/- .... 

by the Nazis in order to protect them from aerial bombardment.
tfo). 
f\';~ 

The Nt:xt (,'meratillll 

But tens of thousands of these objects were treasures that the 
Nazis had looted from the Jewish communities and Jewish 
imlividuals they had destroyed . 
C~t\-:conl~i~n-{)·jl-:"Eul:(-H~~_\\~ishJ·~~..E.Er:.Jl]gcli!ls.j:r!Jjili~ 

headed by Professor Salo W. Baron ofColt:lmhia University, had 
been formed in part to deal with the reclamation of this prop­
erty. While the full fury of the Holocaust did not become known 
to the world uritil after the war, enough inforrhation had become 
available hefore 1945 to anticipa~e the wholesale destruction of 
Jewish life in Europe, ami the comn1ission's goal was to look 
ahead to the task of rebuilding the shattered communities. Its 
work would include a survey of the Jewish scene as it exist~d 
prior to the war and advising the United Nations on the n~con­
struction of tlie cultural aspects of Jewish life. H The commission 

the full support of leading Jewish organizations, sllch as the 
American Joint Distribution Cornmittee, the American Jewish 
Committee, and the' American Association for Jewish Educa­
tion, and enjoyed the expertise of many scholars ancl educators 
who had themselves escaped from Nazi Europe. Alexander 
Marx was an active member of the c·ommission. He headed the 
sulxommittee on research, which submitted a detailed survey of 
the educational institutions in Europe before the rise of the 
Nazis. 

'0. \!TI..;,.th~cfu1I~Qf-=-1~-,,+5~Professor"':lhroil'all~I'nlcn)h'ers-'::Of:the' 
commission met with General Lucius (); (:Ia), (1897-1 <)78), the 
officer responsible for civil affairs in the U.S. Zone of Germany. 
They advised him to set up a special depot to serve as a collection 
point for the millions of books and cultural objects found by the 
mili,tary. From this central point, efforts to return all captured 
materials to their legitimate owners could commence. As a result 

this meeting, the Offenbach depot was established, and 
three crucial years, fnlm 1946 to 1949, it served as the hub for 
receiving, sorting, and shipping over three million items. 

The first director of the depot was Captain Seymour J. 
.gomrenze, an experienced archivist and linguist. He had been 
serving as the archivist of Wuerttemberg-Baden, but was reas­
signed to his new post on the recommendation of Judge Simon 



5); . Of Leartlillg atlll Libraries 

. " 

In the n;lllle of the Rabbinical Organization 

Rabbi Samuel A. Snieg 
Chairman ami Chief Rabbi of the U,S. Zone l9 

/ Not all heirless Jewish material and property was properly 
routed through the Offenbach depot and Jewish Cultural Recon­
structi()n Foundation, In some cases, usc of unauthorized chan­
nels resulted in no real harm, as with the lihrary of the presti­
gious Klaus synagogue of Mannhcim, Its last rabbi was the 
learned Isaac Unna (1872-1948), whose Talmud classes were 
attended hy Dr. Jvlax Gruenewald, the. scholarly community 
rabbi. of Mannhcim. In a recent interview, Rabbi Gruenewald 
told the story of how that lihrary came to its current home in 
Cincinnati. lO The Klaus library fortunately had been removed 
from the synagogue before the Nai.is did it any dam.age, and 
spent the \var years in storage at the municipal Scblosshibliothek 
("Castle library"). After the \var, the library was turned over to 
Habbi Henry Tavel, a· U.S. Army chaplain stationed in nearby 
Heittelberg. On his own authority, he shipped it to his alma 
inater, the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati. . 

In other cases, individuals had come into· possession ofJewish 
property Illegally, and were trying to bypass regulations in order 

. to realize a personal profit. Sometimes such crimes were 
thwarted. In May 1950, a Berlin bookdealer offered Alexander 
Marx a beautifuil y illustrated manuscript for. the sum of $5,000. 

As is customary, Marx requested that the manuscript be mailed 
to him on approval. Former Seminary Librarian and Chancellor 
Gerson Cohen tells the rest of the story: 

As soon as the velvet-bound manuscripl was in his hands, he sensed 
that it was not completely unfamiliar. Immediately, Dr. Marx, 
whose knowledge of Hehrew manuscripts was legendary, recog­
nized certain pages as h,lVing heen reproduced in an 189H article,1>-.. 
where they were identified a part of Nothschild Manuscript 24.l';.) 
Teinpting as the item must have been to a librarian, Dr. Marx 

•
,~ 
f'>~ immediately notified the U.S. State Department, and the Hoths­

child family, of his disc()Very. Corrcspimdence confirmed the fact 
c..a that this was indeed a manuscript stolen fro III . the Roth-

The Next GeneratiUII 5') 

schild· collection in Paris by the Nazis. The State \)epartment 
thanked Dr. lvlarx for his help in restoring the prayer book to its 
rightful owner; the Rothschild f;lmily requested that he tiring it hack 
personally. They were understandably unwilling to trust the pre­
cious hook to any common carrier. In the summer of IV 51 , Dr. Marx· 
complied with their request and the story ended. 

Fifteen years later, a new chapter W:IS added. Baron Edmond de 
Rothschild, of the French branch of the famous family, presented 
the Seminary lihrary with a fifteenth-century illuminated manu­
script, in an almost perfect state of preservation. That manuscript 
has had a pri\;i1egcd position in our collections. First, it is extraordi­
narily beautiful. Second, it is rare, having been written in Florence 
in 1492 by the scrihe Ahraham Judah of Camerillo. /\nd tiil:1l1y, in 

. presenting it Baron de Rothschild referred graciously to Dr. Marx's 
role in restoring thc first manuscript to his family, and to the 
gratitude this act bad inspired.!' 

THE ACIIWVb\IENTS OF ALEXANDI']{ M;\RX 

When Alexander J\llarx came to the Seminary lihraryin 1902, 
he found 5,000 printed books and three manuscripts in his care. 
In 1948, when he celebrated his seventieth birthday, he \vas in 
charge of the largest collection of Hebraica and J udaica in the 
world, with 140,000 books and 8,000 manuscripts.!! In'the year 
ending March 31, 1<)47, the library served 14,892 .rcaders and 
visitors. In a year when thc Seminary had necd to borro\v books 

. from cleve!} institutions, seventy-nine libraries turncd to the 
Seminary for interlibrary loans. Ovcr the twenty ycars cnding 
in 1947, the Scminary knew of 700 books and artic~es that were 
based in part on Seminary library materials. 

The esteem which Marx had earned from collcagues every­
where was amply expr~ssed at a spccial program on January 29, 
1<)48, marking his scvcntieth birthday. All the Seminary-affili­
ated organizations parti.cipated, as did more than thirty other 
institutions, including Columbia, Harvard, Princcton, Yale, and 
universities from abroad. The occasion included the presentation 
by the Hahbinical Assembly of Marx's portrait, which still 
occupies a promincnt place in thclibrary. Professor Licberman 
address~d the assen~bly and, in honor of the occasion, edited the 
Marx Juhilee volumc, puhlished in 1<)50. 
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:It the time led to a reorganization of the top Seminary adminis­
u'ation with Finkelstein assuming the new post of chancellor and 
delegating administrative duties to two vice-chancellors and the 
Seminary provost. 

No longer. tied down to day-to-day duties in New York, 
Finkelstein embarked on a three-month-Iong trip to Israel in the 
spring of 1952. As a result of this trip, arrangements were set 
into ·motion for an Israd Center for Seminary students. A few 
years later, in 1<)58, ground was broken for the American 
Student Center.. and from then on each rabhinical student was 
rcquired to study there for one year. 

To all involved, and especially to Alexander Marx, the 
highlight of the trip was a special convocati(ll) on May 25, 1952, 
at which the hOllorary degree of Doctor of Hebrew Letters was 
conferred upon David Ben-Gurion (188Q-1()73), the Prime Min­

of Israel. Marx made the presentatioll, which was meant as 
a personal trihute to Ben-Gurion and also as a symbolic expres­
sioll of the Seminary's support of Israel. 

Taking pride in this official function and deriving satisfaction 
from transacting library business in Israel, Marx also experi­
enced joy on this visit to Jerusalem ashe became reacquainted 
with his family, including his brother-in-law Shmuel Yosef 
Agnon (1888-1970), the famous poet and Nobel Prize winner of 
1966. 

Upon his return to New York, Marx concentrated on his work 
manuscripts. He was particularly anxious to make progress 

on his critical edition of the complete 5,'eder OIam, part of which 
had heen his Ph. D. dissertation. In this undertaking, he was 
ably assisted by one of his favorite students and now his close· 
associate, librarian Gerson Cohen. Sadly, M,irx did not live to 

see its puhlication. He died at the age of seventy-fi"e on I)ccem­
her 26, 1953. Gerson Cohen describes the last few weeks of 
Marx's productive life inhis response to a concerned correspon­

""'.... 
~...... ... 

With reference to your inguiry concerning Doctor Marx, I can tell 
G you that the passirig of Professor Louis Ginzhcrg on November II, 
~ 

..b. 
~ 

The NO:I GO/era/ion 

1953 was a great hlow to him. His lifelong friend and colleague was 
the last of his close associates who had begun teaching with him in 
1903. On December 17, 1953, the widow of Professor Israel David­
son, died, and after Professor Marx returned from the funeral he felt 
ill and went to bed. lie \ViiS taken to the hospital on Wednesday 
Decemher 23rll, and passed away Oil Shahbos morning, Decemher 
26, 1953. lie died without suffering physical pain and in the thick of 
work, for he had lllany plalls for the I.ihrary in which he W;IS deeply 
involved to the very last. We indeed fed the loss ;IS you can 
well understand. H 

Serving as a magnificent memorial to lVlarx was the Seminary 
library,.consisting of 153,000 volumes and 8,500 manuscripts at 
the time of his death. After Marx's death, the personal libraries 
of three great friends and colleagues-Davidson, Ginzherg, and 
Marx-were combined, becoming a separatc collection in their 
names. Thus were added to the library 4,000 volumes from 
Ginzherg, whose major st~0ngth lay in the area of Talmud, 
Codes, and. ReSp()IlSa; 13,000 volumes of the Ivlarx library, 
bought for the Seminary by a number of friends, and covering 
the· fields ofJewish history, literature, and bibliography; and the 
many hooks from the Davidson collection, especially strong in 
medieval Hehrew literature, which were on pern1anent loan to . 
the Seminary from the College of the City of New York. 
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JFWISII CUlTURAL RF.CONSTIWCTION, INC. 
Lihrary of COllgn.:ss i\·tission ............... : ........ . 2o,n9 

British Zone of (kclIpation................. ; ....... . . 10,796 
 OISTRIllUTION OF BOOKS FROM NEW YORK DEPOT 

JULY I, I <J-t<J-NOV..~(), 1950III Storage....................... , . , , .............. . 161,681 

.' Read\' for Shiplllcnt .. , ............................. . 85,167 
 ;\ccordillg 10 II/.r/illlliolls

In Processing ... '..... , .............. : .............. . 26,623 


., Ilt:!l ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .., ........ . 3,205,198 
 No. No, Net 

Nallle IlllIJ/iflilioll Nec't/. Re/'l/('d Nee'd . SOUI{U-:: \lonlhh' reports of the Ollenh'lch An:hi\al Dc!,;.!. 

A. Priorily l.ibmricJ 
I. American Jewish Ilistorical SOC'I;- 43 43 

2. Baltimore llehrew College I,HH7 3 I,HH4 

3. Brandeis UllivCI'sity 2,56CJ 2,56lJ 

4. College of.lew. Studies, Chicago .~,561 3,561 

5. Dropsie College .1,475 465 3,010 

6. IIe!>rew Teachers College, Boston I,!)SH 1,95H 

7. llehrew Theol. College, Chicago 3,020 99 2,1)2\ 

H. Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati .2,3HH 07 2,321 
, (J. Jewish COllllllunity Library, L.A; <J\l7 907 

'fable 2 Jewish Institute of Religion 0,409 1,036 5,373 
OFFENHACII !\RCIIlVAL DEPOT DISPOSITION Of J',ttATERlAI.S Wl'rlllN HIE 4,H5 45 4,400I I. Jewish Theological Seminary 

UNri·w STATES ZdNE OF OCCUPATION 1,\0512. Mcsifta Chaim Berlin I, lOS 
i\')ARCH 2, 1946-!\PRIL 30",- j 949 13. Mesifta Torah Vod,wth 3,713 3,7.13 

14. Ner Israel, Baltimore 2,5H2 2,582 
No. oj 15. l{ahhinical·CoIJcge of Tclshe 150 156 

IJisposilioll Items 16. Yeshiva University (Including 5,932 

I'rfllssisc/.le S'laa/shihliolhek, Berlin ................... , ... . 700,000 . 
 of Stllerlller Collection) H,429 350 8,079 

B'likeship of Minister President of Land Ilesse . , . , ....... . 296,473 17. Yiddish Scientific Institute J, 379 89 3,290 

Bipartite Finance Board, Bad Ilomburg ................ . 190,843 
B. Smaller l.ihrarieJ

Slat/l- twd UI1;'umilaetsbibliolbek Frankfurt ............ , ... , 79,310 

I. B'nai Brith II illcl Foundation 1,0 J3 44H 565 

Grosse Naliollale MUller/oge ZII den 3 Wellkugelll ....... , ..... . 49,853 

2. Beth lvledrash Elyol1 35j) 350 

Ainerican Joint Distrihution Committee .... , .... , .. , ... . 20,923 
3. Beth lVlcdrash (;o\'oha 450 450 

Wieshaden Central Collecting Point. , .. , .. ,', ........... . 17,279 

4. Jewish Teachers Seminary 615 615 

Boanl of Education and Culture for the Liherated Jews in 
5. Jewish Welfare Board 200 200 

(;erlllany ....... , ............. , ................. . 6,(XIO 

.6. (\'Iirrer Yeshiva 400 400 

(;-2 Division OJ\'I(;US ............................... ' 5,<)57 

7.' Schneersollli i .ibrary 990 990 

Finance Division ()1\tGUS ................. , ......... . 4,361 

H. Yeshiva of Flatbush 332 332 

Ilesse Ikgional Lihrary, 1)'IrI11stadt. : . : ............•.... 3,000 

<J. Zionist t\rchi\'es <nO 970 

St. Ceorge's Seminary,Frankfurt .............. '.. , .... . 1,799 

fvtunich Central Collecting Poim ...................... . 1,6<'x) 
 C. NO/l-jewish I,ibraric.l' 

(N 69I. Columbia Universit v 


l'.') fvl iscel la!leolls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... . 1,520 

1-'" Wuerlfembergilthe f.illuleJbibliolhek, SWttg.lrt .......... , .... . 1,544 


2. City College 214 214 

o .L llarvard Univcr~ity 200 65 135
·I(ltal ..................................... . 1,380,552


j-...... . 4. Johns II()pl,in~ Univcrsity 2 2 
SO!..!!!I:!':: ,\\ollthlv reports of the Olfenhadl Archi\':IIDcpot..,'S. 
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Pbtes 53 
.- !\lcnoroth 133 

llallukah Lamps IH2 
Col/ect iIlg Boxes 20 
Rimonilll IHO 
Textiles (Torah Curt:lins, etc.) 96 Appendix C'Iilrah \Vrappers 100 

Ataroth Ornaments RR 


<) 

/,ibrary Stat iJt iCf

Candlesticks 12 
JtI~y I, 1 985-JUIle30, 1986'Ii)rah Crowns 17 


Medals and Coins 35 
 Technical :"ervicc:.r
)\'\ iscdlaneous 23 

'I ()tal NUllIher of titles acquired"., ... ,.,.""".,.1,69H Items 
Number of volullles acquired ................ . 
Numhcr of tilles cataloged ............'....... . 
N umber of volumes processed ............... . 

PuMie .'·ierviccJ 

Numher of volullles bornl\\lcd ............... . 

Number of library visitors ... " .............. . 

Interlihrary loan-Borrowed ................. . 

Interlibrary loan-Loaned ................... . 


StaJJ(asofJul1e3O, 1986) 

'Professiol1al-Full-time ...................... . 

-Part-time. .. . ................. . 


equivalent ............. . 


Otber pn!/essiol1al-Full-time .................. . 

-Part-time .......... ',' ...... . 


~FlIlI-time equivalcnt. ........ . 
) , 

Support S/(~O=-Full-tillle .................... ; . 
-Part-timc ....... ; ............. . 

-Full-time equivalent, ..... , .. , ... 

1---" 
~\,: 

C> 
j-l. 

,l\€~!.l,', I 13 ...":::.. 
~ 

2,.J..J.<) 

3,265 

3,954 

5,71-19' 


15,935 
95,613 

H3 
222 
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3 
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FTE) 
4.4 
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'I 1() Nolrs 

.7. Shlolllo Slmn'lIlli, ,'/Jolli Ubrarirs olld I.ilmlriollship (Ilehrew) (jerusalem, 1969), pp. 
53 f, 

1R, Sec Ilerlll;ll1 Dicker, Cr('[l/ivj~y, l/o/OCQus/, Recoils/rue/ion: Jewish Life hI Wuerllem­
bn;l(, "lIsl amIPres,.,,/ (New York, 1984), I), 1 J I, 

I'), '''"mud (Munich and Ilcidclberg. 1')48). Rahbi Snicg's dedication also includes 
thanks to R'lhhi Philip S, Bernstein, advisor on jewish affairs at U.S. Army.l-Ieadquar­
ter.~; Professor Samuel S'lr of the Central Orthodox Committee, and Rabbi Solomon 
Shapiro of the American Joint I)istrihution COlllmittee. 

10. Hahhi (;ruellewald was associated with the Seminary as a refugee scholar, as 
descri"~·d ill chapter .1, The presi.lent of the Leo Bueck Institute, New York, from 1<)55 
. to 1<)85, he was ilitenic'II't'd hy the amhor on jalluary ZI, 1986. The word Klaus (German 
A'jflllsd is deri"ed frolll till: medicy:!1 1~ltill ell/,W ("cloister"), 'Ill" in jewish history came to 
m('all a I louse of Stud". 

2 L (;erSIIII D. Cohen, Foreword to TlJt' Ro/bscbild Mabz(Jr, 1492 (New York, 1<)83), pp. 
7 r. 

22. ,\1:1." 0, I'J+7, .ITS ,\I;lrx Ardlin's. 
23. 
H 

U IAl'TI]{ FI\·\-'. 

I. 10 ()\'crst'crs Januar\' ZI, 1<)51, p. H (ITS Archiv<.:s, Atllllillistrative 
fik), 

Z, The." were so lIallll'd hecause a hihli,,!!raphical insl·rt was t,'pcd on th<.: rl'\'erSe side 
"I' the notorious ncwspal'l'r SI/II'}'/I/(',. ("Stormer'!), 

.1, ;\\cmorandul1l, January 5, 195/ (ITS Archives, Administrative file). 
+. Library report, January 29, 1954, to i\larch .11, 195+ (ITS Archives, !oe. <:it.), 

5. ;\Icillofandum, M'lrl'h 19)5 (jTS I\rl'ilives, loe. c~it.), 
o. Fmm inter-'ie,'" .. f(;erson J), (:ohclI by Ilcrman Dicker, Novemher 7,1985, 
7. Nahum M. Sarna to Ikrman J)icker, February 3, 19H6. 
H. Ihid, 
(). Lihrary ,\Ia.\' I;, 1959, to Septemher m, 1959, p. I (jTS t\rchi\'es, 

Adlllinistrat il'e 
10. The 'Ember report al'l'l'ared in a mimeographed editioll ellt:tlcd: Mamice F. 

Tau"er, "1\ Report of the I.ihrary of the Jewish ThL"logical Seminary" (prepared at the 
request of the t\tlministnnion of the Jewish Theological Seminary, New Yurk, 1959). 

t I. The English title of 1)1'. Schnu:ll.!.:r's I kiln:\\' diss<.:rtatioll is "'Ill(' 1'1I(:li('al Works 
of Isaac Ibll (;(l;Iy~'at." 

<:II:\I'TI-:R SEVEN 

I/ook Ali/mill 21 (1%,l-(,+): 53-59, 
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OFFICE OF MILITARY OOVE;ENJlJ.ENT FOR HESSE 
Property Division 

./l..PO 633 us Army 

'ro: Ha.,ior H. D. jl,nastasis 

Wiesba.den~ Gel'ffi.9.ny 
21 January 1949 

1. In addi tj.on t.o the 10,700 Latvian books categorized jJ"! memera.ndum 
of' 13 Ja.n11.ary 19h9 ~ t.bere 2.re 976 books of Estonian origin ano :&Q, 201"]from 
J.Ji.thuania at the Offenbach Archival Depot. All the Lithuanjan "books are 
of Jewish ownership. 

2. The Estoni9I1 hooks tOGluoe C!f6Jo.f Jei"rish ollmership (m:i.scellaneous) 
and 870 iCienti,nable a.s non-Jewish. Tfie lattar group is subdivided 
as .follows! 

a,i J. Toll1p t i nim alIla K1llbi 
R~amat,ukog\.1.J Ta,llil18 

b. rra.l1in$~ Pa.rt.ei-AktSbri.m8.ja 
Raamat.ukogu 

c. Talltna Garrd.son:i. e;'d1.'rtte Kodu 

d. Ka:i.tseliidu staabi Raamatu,kogll 

e. Kle:tnere B:i.bliotheken (ca 60) 

.f.. Ohne Kennzej,chen (non-.Jewi.sh) 

57 

3.3 

27 

155 

57 1.+ 
870 

3.. If Vilnlit :is rega.rded. as h:istorica,lly Lith1Htnian <-,J1d the two 
15.brar:i.es knovm a.s 'tlwria!" and "tT~~chiw(l-!-tl.rlJ are " as present.ly bAlieved! 
former Uthnar5an :i.nstitu.tions, t,he oreak-down of t,O€>. 19: 207 l:i.thmLni3n 

'hoo!t:s is as followl:: ~ 

Vilna, 
'Kovno 
Ma:m.l (VilnF.t,. Priy';!.t.e 

. \:r1::rary)' 
'1 Iwria 

- 1 -

3 !~7? 
5 880 
7 Ih5 

887 
1 818 

:=::z 

16 ,02 

2 705 
19 207 

== 
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4... The principal 'Lithuan"tan libraries represented in ad.d.it.ion t,o Mapu, 
])rria, and Jeschiwo-Mir above mentioned a.re ~ 

Vilna 

Bibliot.eka Giro, Hum.z jez.wykl .. 
w 'Nilniw 

polskim G. Epszj;ejna 
171 

Husm Debeit-Hamidrash Paalei ·Tzedekm Wilno 168 

Kinderbibliothek Z..P'.K. Wilna 
) 

Levdnskij Ha~kil, Wilna (private) 178 

Lejba IJibszyc, Wilno (privat.e,) 409 

~ria ,Al...Yad Ha-talmud Torah Ha-I
I:e-Zeher Hamanoah Rabbi Dovel' Yako
Kamber Z1.hrono T ..e-Veraha 

I 
Kleinere Bibliotheken (ca,. 175) 

roni Ee-Vilna. 
w Zondel HalohE'lTI 

290 

1 57u 

Prj vat BE?:s tt~er (ca.. 10,5) 

A. Gurewit,sch, KOVIlO (private)· 


Rej.+' Ea-Musar A1-YedaiHa'Mey¢,a,sed Adiner Rabbi 

. Israel Salont. (private) 

Bibioteka, "Kultu.rall , Kaune 

Ka':lna Zyd11 Laidotoju 5ajungos Mald,.'!. Nama.:! 

ur,sR Transporto Darbininku 1r Tarnauto.ju Prof. 
Sajunge ,Kalino 

I 

Moroehaj, Een R~hbi Josef Kerimer, KOVIlO (private) 


Rabinas A. Brojdas, :Ka.unas-Karmelit~,1. (private) 


Eabina.s I. R.o~ensonas, K~l1nas (private) 


Sinagogos Valdyba, Kalln.;J,S 


Vi.lijampole, ~llecherlager bej, der jtld::1..sl11hen 

Ghet,te-Gemeinde 

353 

102 

750 

187 

1119 

162 

195 

]39 

11)1)1119386..L r.;. U. .J. 'j 
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Vyr:i.ausias Rahinas B. Sap:i.ro, Kaunas (private) 102 

Kleinere BibU.otheken (ca. 215) 1 671­

Privat.Bes:i.t.zer ,(ca. 255). 1 316 
5 8Bo 

5•. There are no cultural ob,jects deriv:i.ng from ei.ther Estonia or 
1,ithuani8. among the holdings of the Wiesba,den Collecting po:i.nt. 
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I. Illtrodflction 

This report covers JRSO's activities over the twenty-five year span between 
August 1947 and December 1972. A 10llg look back Oil activiti<.:s and accom­
plishmcnts would be timely indeed after a quarter ofa century ofscrvice. 

The idea that a nation may not retain property that it gained by the mass 
spoliation ofminoritics whom it persccuted on racial or religious grounds, led to 

of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization URSO). 
Twelve Jewish organizations united to form an organization that would serve 
as successors to those r'ho had perished without heirs. The JRSO was incor­
porated in the State ofNew York 011 May 12, 1947. 

I Even beforc the Nazi surrcnder, the U.S. Government announced the 
intention to take appropriate steps that would safeguard the properties which 
the Nazi Govcrnment had seized under duress from their former owners. 
Acting on that policy, the U.S. Military Government, on November 10, 1947, 
enacted Military Government (M.G.) Law #59, on the Restitution of Iden­
tifiable Property. Potcntial heirs were authorized to submit claims, and the 

11 	 JRSO was appointed in June of 1948 to recover the unclaimed portion which 

presumably reprcsented heirless property. In August 19.48, o.PGr:atiol~s ~egan at 1\ / 
the headquarters the JRSO opened at Nuremberg iIi the 'U.S. Zonc ,oC 

) 

V 
Germany. A parallel British :law providing for a succes.';oI' organization in rh'~ 
British Zone of Germany was prolllulgated on May 28, 1949, and the Jewish 
Trust Corporation for Germany, Ltd. UTC), with headquarters in Hamburg, 
was subsequently designated. Finally, on March 18, 1952, the Jewish Trust 
Corporation, Frcnch branch, with headquarters in Mainz, was appointed as the 
successor organization in the French Zone ofOccupation. • 

In Berlin, matters took a different turn. The city was governed by tile four 
Occupation Powers through thc mediulll of the Berlin Kommandatura, 
the three Western Powers split with the Soviets in Junc 1948. Eventually, the 
three successor organizations were appointed as Trust Corporations in the three 
Sectors ofG rca ter Bcrlin, undcr the terms ofthe Berlin Restitution order ofJuly 
26,1949. On May 7,1951, the JTC and theJTC-French Branch designated the 
JRSO as their sole general agent for all western sectors ofBcrlin. 

II. Recovery and Utilization ofHeirless Property 
1) Individllal sales alld settle!lIellts 

M.G. Law #59 thrust a tremendous burden on the JRSO. [[he acl~y=iiD:hC7 
ofHti~l-designati6i16rthcJRS9 by IvfIJl'tary Govcrtllllelit Icft-th~J~SO'a-'nereJ' 

\:flvem?~t~s fotihe filiil~~YUCcelllber'31;,'1946,?f~lai~~~Jor,the,restihitioll~of'l 
rJcwishproperties froll1-Gcrmanswho' haa_h~l,cl'tI:!:C)~!.ilrthe Nazi years al1<!~_h9-=- ,-~~i 
:....-',' -' . . -. - ",- .'.1 
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requir;ifbilavi to rcp~ift:I1~~fici to the O.S~~Miliiary'Governlllel1t. MJ 
163,000 claims were submitted by the filing deadline. A great many were 

duplications ofclaims already filed by the original owner or his heirs. During 
the filing period, the main concern oftheJRSO was to omit nothing that would 
prevent the recovery of Jewish properties confiscated in the U.S. Zone since 
1933. 

In the years that followed the expiration ofthe deadline, the JRSO recovered 

thousands of pieces ofproperty or else attempted to rcach amic:lble settlements [\j
ofclaims with German aryanizers. The properties recovered had to be managed 
and sold. This task was beset with a great number oflegal problems. Significant 
savings in labor and other costs would have arisen had the JRSO been able to 
effect settlements in cash with restitutors. In many instances, restitutors 
preferred to transfer the property claimed to the JRSO, the more so if it had 
suffered war damage in whole or in part. It should be noted that the War 
Damage Claims Law (Kriegsfolgengesetz) providing war damage compensa­
tion was enacted only in November 1957. In many instances, the JRSO did 
reach amicable settlements for the transfer of real property. But in the greatest 
number, suits against incumbent owners became nccessary on the ground that 
the wrongful acquisition of cQnfiscated proP,e!'ties ~n~llified any sales contracts 
that pertained to them, and had to be restored to,t1ie or'gill:t1 owner, even ifthe 

' pprchaser was in ignorance of the wrongful taking. Purchasers in good faith of 
snch properties were protected under U.S. M.G. Law #59, in a few exceptional 
instances. 

A prodigious task confronted the JRSO in assemblin& a staff of lawyers 
qualified to cOllduct the legal proceedings required. Moreover, the anti-Jewish 
altitudes fostered by the Third Reich continued to hover'over scghlents of the 
German population. 	 . . 

Legal complications arose Oil" every hand. For example, in the case of' 
encumbrances on restituted property, the question arose: to what degree and for 
how long a time were holders or former holders ofsuch properties required to 
compensate claimants or their successors for profits derived thercfrom~ Profits 
which restitutors had willfully diminished or neglected also had to be restored 
to claimants. 011 the other hand, the incumbent owners were entitled to 
compensation for essential expenditures they had incurred over the period of 
their tenure. And above all, in exchange for the restitution of confiscated 
properties, claimants were required to refund to restitutors the consideration 
they had received. 

This example was but one ofmany legal problems the JRSO was called upon 
to grapple with over the course ofits existence. In many instances, the JRSO had 
to pursue claims through the courts, moving from the Restitution Agency to 
the Restitution Chambers of the lower court, and then through the Appellate 
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Comts. 	It deserves mention that the u.s. Court of Restitution Appeals wasIl! 
notably helpful in recognizing the rights of the JI:tSO ullder M.G. Law #59. 
These difficulties notwithstanding, in the 25-year span between 1948-1972, the 
JRSO obtained DM 17,625,000 from the SJit: of restituted properties, 
refunds ofconsiderations received by claimants reached DM 1,127,000, all told. 
Installment collections from purchasers have proceeded at a satsi£1ctory pace 
and but a small number ofdoubtful accounts have cropped up. 

Prior to the time of sale; the JRSO was compelled to maintain a large 
department for the administration of properties, and that included among its 
duties the maintenance, the collection of rests, the making of repairs, and 
finding of buy/::rs. In some regiollS, the JRSO office managed the properties, 
while in others, principally in Berlill, the management was delegated to real 
estate firms. The property management proved profitable, OIi the whole, and 
net income fr0111 it reached DM 1,200,000. In Oer! in, the JRSO also adminis­
tered properties in the British and French sectors ofthe city, Oil behalfoftheJTC 
and theJTC-French Branch respectively. The flllancial results over the 25-year 
span from 1948 through 1972 were as follows: 

Income from individual s~l~ of recovered 
property 

Income from amicable settlements .with 
rcstitutors 

.) 

Less - MI1/1(,.~c/llc'lI Expl'l1scs: 

Administration ofrecovered properties 
Minus-rental income 

2) Bulk settlcIIlcllts 

.......... -.;;, 

DM 17,625,000 

2:5..400,000 .., " 

DM 43.025,000 

DM 3,000,000 
1,800,000 1,200,000 

DM 41,825,000 

TheJRSO recognized very swiftly that the continuation of the procedure it 
was following would prove excessively costly and time-consuming, notwith­
standing the substantial sums arising fr0111 individual sales of recovered 
properties and from individual amicable settlements. TheJRSO realized that its 
important task was to turn properties and claims into ready cash within the 
briefest possible stretch, and to make available the proceeds for the relief. 
rehabilitation, r~ttlel11ent and cultural rehabilitation of surviving victims of 

I-..l. Nazi persecution. Toachieve this goal, the JRSO assigned all of its remaining ."'"'''''' claims and unsold properties to the four German State Governments (Laendsr) •
(;:,) 

within the u.S. Zone ofOccupation. for a reasonable lump sum payment.-· 1-,.... 
-.....: 
-..,J 1 

Negotiations began in 1950 with the four Laender in the U.S. Zone: Hesse, 
Bremen. Bavaria. Baden-Wuerttemherg. and subsequently with ~crlin. To 

1 
I 

8 

accept the assignment of the JRSO claims against private persons was 
politically unpalatable to the Laender. Following extensive negotiations the 
JRSO succeeded in arriving at the following settlements: 
{I} Hessc, February 13, 1951 

Less-reductions for counter-claims 
credits 

-
and sundry 

{2} Bremen,June 28,1951 
Less-adjustmcllts 

(3}Baden-Wuerttcmberg, November 6,1951 
Less-sundry credits and adjustments 

(4) 	 Bavaria,July 29,1952 
Las-counter-claims and adjustments 

(5) 	 Berlin, IJeccmber 22, 1955. as amended ORSO 
share) 

Las-sundr), deductions 

DM 25,000,000 

7,816,550 

DM 1,500,000 
242,460 

DM 17,183,450 

DM 10,000,000 
280,000 

DM 1,257,540 

DM 20,000.000 
4,680,000 

DM 9,720,000 

DM 15,320,000 

DM 4.900,000 
4,700 

DM 4.895,300 
,..,. . 

-. i DM 48,376,290
',' 

The negotiations with Land Berlin' which can best be described as laborious,":- l.. ­

painstaking and difficult call for a more detailed description. The successor 
organizations. led by the JRSO. reached an agreement with Land Berlin, 
following prolonged negotiations that _stretched from January 1953 to 
November 1959. First. a settlement was reached on December 22, 1955 whereby 
the City ofBerlin was to pay OM 13.500,000 in rtturn for.the assignment to it of 
~ll restitutip,n claims held by the successor organizations at that date and the 
transfer to it ofall real property and ~l~rtgagcs held by the successor organiza­
tions on April 1, 1955, and ofall assets recovered after April 1. 1955. 

The distribution of the OM 13,500,000 was as follows: OM 1,000,000 was 
paid directly to the Berlin Jewish Community for assets it had assigned or 
transferred in the Nazi era; OM 9,000,000 was placed at the disposal of the Israel 

'{ . 	
Purchasing Mission in Germany (Shilumim Corporation) for the placenlent 
of orders with West Berlin industries, under the terms of the Reparations 
Agreement between West Germany and Israel, and repayable to the successor 
organizations in four semi-annual installments; the remaining OM 3,500,000 
was retained by the city as security against pending equity claims and-other 
matters that the Agreement of 1955 had declared to be subject to settlement 
only in general terms. Scarcely was the agreement reached than differences 
cropped up between the parties on the implementation ofa number ofclauses, 
To a claim for payment, in the sum of OM 3,500,000, the City of Berlin 
presented counter-claims amounting to OM 4,700,000 which the successor 
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organizations rcfuscd to :1ccept. III a supplementary agreemellt, dated May 1956, 
the successor organizations waived their claims for paymellt to the OM 
3,500,000, while the City ofBerlin waived its counter-claims ofDM 4.700,000. 
Even after this compromise was reached, new controversies developed, UI)til at 1/
last, in Novemlxr 1959, the parties concluded a fll1al agreement, whereby they 
waived all claims arising out of the earlier agreement, subject to a payment of 
OM 50,000 by the City ofBerlin. 

The share of theJRSO in the new Agreement was fixed at 49%, by the terms 
ofan understanding amollg the slIccessor organizations. That was the percent­
age ofheirless property located in the U.S. Sector of Berlin, estimates indicated. 
TheJTC share was fixed' at 43% and that of theJTC-French Branch at 7%. 

Ill. Monetary Claims Against The Reich­

Reich Claims Settlement 


The Reich Claims Settlement dealt with monetary claims against the Reich. 
They were linked to the so-called HDritte Masse" claims that arose frolll the 
confiscation by the Nazi regime of savings, bank accounts, securities, jewelry 
and other valuables - properties that were iden tifiable at the time ofconfiscation 
but which were no longer ill existence at the time the claiins wcrc'fjled;Dythe 
terms ofthe Convention between the Western Powers and th,e German Fede~al. ;;'''' .' 

Republic, signed at Donn 011 M~y26, 1952, the latter shouldered responsibilitY'lll 
up to the sum of OM 1,500,000,000, for confiscations carried out by the Third 
Reich.. Additional legislation was needed to implemellt that commitment. 
Meanwhile, the successor organizations chose to file law suits agaillst the Reich . 
in the tens of thousands, under the Restitution Laws enacted in the western 
zones ofoccupation. In fact, restitution orders issued by the courts possessed Ol~ly 
declaratory value. The successor organizations, as well as the German Federal 
Government agreed to resoive this matter through a bulk settlement. An 
aggrement was signed on March 16, 1956. It called for payment of OM 
75,000,000, in three installmellts, to the three successor organizatiolls as an 
unconditional payment, withi.n approximately one year from the date of 
signature. After payment of the third installment, on April 1 , 1957, the successor 
organizations were required to withdraw all the claims filed earlier by them 
against the Reich. 

Wherever, by the terms of the various global agreements between the 
1--10. successor organizations and the Laellder, transfers were made in settlement of 
1',) "Dritte Masse" claims, the German Federal Government undertook to refund 
o to the Laender the sum of those payments. 
/<-''''' 

The signing of the bulk settlement agreement ofMarch 16, 1956 cleared the 
....... 

~ 

! 

way for the German Federal Government to accept "Dritte Masse" claims from 
individuals. To that end, it enacted the Federal Restitution Law (Bundes­

10 

rueckerstattungsgesetz -BRUEG), in 1956, which fixed a paYlllents ceiling of 
DM 1,500,000,000. The agreement with the successor organizatiollS provided 
that claims in excess of DM 75,000,000 should become payahle only if total 
disbursements under the BRUEG fell below the ceiling ofDM 1.500,000,000. 

unknown figure gained the name "shadow quota" (Schattenquote) and 
was destined to playa signiftcant role in future negotiations with the German 
Federal Government. 

The following ratios were used in the distribution to the successor organ­
izations, of the DM 75,000,000: 

JRSO 51.17% (OM ]8.377,500) 

JTC 42.28% (OM ]1,710.000) 

JTC-French Dranch 6.55% (OM 4,912.500) 

The chances for the receipt ofadditional payments, "shadow quotas", under 
the terms ofthe Reich Claims Settlement appeared remote at the time, But then 
events took an unexpected turn. ' 

The bulk settlement of March 16, 1956 restricted the maximum commit­
ment to the successor organizatio.ns by the G~rm.an F$d.eral Government to 10% 
of all payments going to il1~i;idual clajma'~ts (jr theif sti~cessors under the 

":- 4.. BI}.UEG. However, the successor organizations had limited their claims to the 
payment of OM 75,000,000 by the Federal Government and to DM 15,000,000 
the JRSO had received from the Laender in the U.S. ZoneYllder the terms of 

" ~, the variolls global agreemellts. Consequently, the Reich Claims Settlement 
provided that, after rcceipt of OM 75,000,000, the successor 'Organizations 
waived the right to additional payments, if the overall SUnl of OM 
1,500,000,000 under the BRUEG was insufficient to mcct payments to in-. 
dividuals claimants or their successo"rs in title. It was the purpose ofthe waiver to 
secure for indi vidual claimants a greater share in the fund ofOM 1,sao,000 ,000. 
Only in the event individual claimants failed to absorb fully the DM 
1,500,000,000, would the successor organizations be entitled to "shadow quota" 
payments. 

In 1964, the German Parliament enacted an amended Federal Restitution 
Law (BRUEG) which enlarged the volume of payments, and expanded the 
scope of eligibility. Th~reupon, the Federal Government lifted the ceiling of 
OM 1,500,000,000 and agreed to settle in full all adjudicated claims. Payments 
under the BRUEG soon ranged beyond the earlier ceiling by many millions of 
Deutsche Marks. 

The new situatioh changed fundamentally the conditions under which the 
successor organizations had accepted the terms of the bulk settlement ofMarch 
16, 1956, most notably in respect to the signing of the waiver described above. 
But the German Federal Government refused to grant redress to the successor 
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organizations. When ncgotiatiollS for all allllcahle settlement broke down, 
successor organizations invoked arbitratioll proceedings under the tefms of 
Article 13 of the settlement of 1956. An Arbitration'Board was formed, and 
after several hearings, it proposed a compromise which both parties accepted,:. 
with some modificatiollS, 011 July 27, 1966. By its terms, the sliccessor organ­
izations received DM 43,120,000 and the Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland 
DM 3,250,000, The sl1ms.~~re all payable in three installments, and the last 
due on February 1, 1968. The following ratios were used in the distribution of 
the DM 43,120,000 to the successor organizations: 

JRSO • 49.76% (DM 21.456.512) 

JTC 4l.l2% (DM 17,730,944) 

JTC-French Bral1ch 9.12% (DM 3,932.544) 

The increase in the quota of the JTC- French Branch fr0111 6.55% undcr the. 
1956 Agreemellt to 9.12% was met by corresponding decreases in tbe ratios of 
the other two successor organizations. 

IV. Monetary C/aimsjor"Existil1g Se(i.(ritteS'(UldB(lII~Ac~olll1ts 
, . i'1) Illdi"idllal cOllfiscatiolls 

The JRSO clail~ls for the restitution of identifiable securities and bank 
accounts in the U.S. Zone ofGermany encollntered 110 special difficulties. But in 
Berlin the position was diflcrcnt. The recovery ofsecurities and bank aecounts 
became the major component among the responsibilities shouldered by the 
Berlin office. The results were significant. In the Third Rcic!r, confiscated 
Jewish properties were registered in the records of various insritutions with a 
precision and orderliness that bordered on the grotesque, and enabled the JRSO 
to trace individual as well as mass acts of confiscation that were perpetratcd 
under the Eleventh Decree pursuant to tbe Reich Citizenship Law. At this 
point, it is unnecessary to enter into al~y detailcd description of the machinery 
installed by the Third Reich for dcaling with individual or with mass confis­
cation orders. ~uffice it to mention that thc files of the Oberfillanzpraesidenten 
in the German provhlCes, the German Reichsbank and thePrus.,ian State Dank 
(Scehandlung) werc the main sources of information. Those files disclosed 
which securities were sold and hence could 110 longer be traced, so that thcy 
became monetary ciaiillS against the Reich under the tcrms of the scttlement of 
March 16,1955, and which bank accounts and securities remained 011 depoSit on 
May 8, 1945. In the lattcr cases, the claims had to be filed under the Berlin 
Restitution Order (REAO), isslled by the Berlin K011l1l1andatura onJuly 26, 
1949. 
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Special information 011 confiscations also came from the lists ofJcws subjcct 
to mass deportations. In thosc instances, deportees were required to furnish the 
Oberfinanzpraesidellten with a detailed list of their propcrties, including bank 

. aCCOllnts, seClirities,jewelry, household goods, and the like. Other information 
was gleaned from the lists submitted to the Oberfinanzpraesidenten by the 
debtors ofJewish creditors. 

To collect and toallalyze the wealth ofinformation abounding in the offices 
of the Oberfinanzpraesidenten, which also were ill charge of the deportation 
cards index, called for painstaking and laborious investigations on the part ofthe 
JRSO staff in llerlin. The difficulties of research were modcrated when the 
so-called Sondervermocgellsverwaltung (representative of the former Reich in 
restitution cases) ill Derlin, acting on behalfofthe Federal Finance Millistry, was 
equipped with a staff large enough to administer the files and to deal with the 
great volume of inquiries pouring in from individuals, successor organizations 
and government departments. 

The German Gencral Law on the Consequences of the War, Allgemeines 
Kriegsfolgengesetz {AKG), dated November 1957, and the Validation of 
Securities Law (Wertpapierbereilligungsgesctz) of September 1949, set up 
cumbersome proceduresaimillg,~t r<yali<tating secruities and converting them 
into monetary values at the ra~e ofDM 10 Pe1"RM 100 oftheir nominal value. 
To complete.the task was the work of many years at the llerlin office. Special 
problcms arose from the provisions of the AKG governing the conversion of 
Treasury bonds and of loans issued by the Reich, the Reich-Railways, the 
Reichspost and the former State of Prussia into a,debt of the German Federal 
Republic. To safeguard their rights before the filing dc1dline of December 31, 
1958, the slIccessor organizations filed general 'or blal1Ketclaims, until they 
could validate the individual c1aim~ ~hat qualified for restitution or conversion 
and 'could overcome other legal obstacles ofa serious character. 

Another significant legal obstacle was the refusal by the German authorities 
to recognize that former Reichbonds, confiscated from Jews and subsequently 
cancelled by the Reich Debts Administration (Reichsschuldenverwaltung), 
~ad to be treatcd in the validation .and cOllversion proceedings as if they were 
still in existence. The valicl:.tion ofall claims was prepared in the course of the 
years 1959-1963. At first, the German authorities (Sondervermoegensverwal­
tung) refused to accept the filing ofproceedings based 011 general claims, but the 
Supreme Restitution Court in Derlin (ORG) overruled the position and held 
the proceedings to be valid. In the years that followed, general claims or this 
character could be validated with the names of their former owners, their 
validation and conversion privileges, and then transformed into individual 
claims. Settlements were reached before the llerlin Restitution Courts at the 
rate of 30-40 cases at a stroke. The JRSO Berlin, acting for all the successor 
organizations, became the owner ofa sizable portfolio ofsecurities, the admin­
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istratioll of which called f()!' the collection of interest or cash alld slock 
dividends, al1<\ demanded a ("ulliliarity with investment policy and a wide range 
offinancial skills, 

2) Mass cOllfiscatiotls (bll/k self/elllctlts) 

a) Get/emf Claim # 7 (Reichsvereill~~l/tI,~) 


General Cli\im #7 ranked high among the general claims filed by the JRSO. 
They pertained to obligations of the Reich Debts Administration (Reichs­
schuldbuchtorderungen) and comprised essentially securities, real estate and 
so-called Hdmeinkauf.~-accounts seized from the Reichsvereinigullg der Judell 
ill Deutschland. These accounts were created as a piece ofGestapo deceit. On the 
pretext that they would be admitted to homes for the aged in Theresienstadt, 
deportees were persuaded to transfer their securities, mortgages an,d bank 
accounts, by "Exchange Agreement," to the Reichsvereinigung, an agency 
created and controlled by the Nazi authorities. To the Reichsvereinigung, the 
Nazis transferred assets seized from the dissolved Jewish communities and 
charitable agencies and from 'individuals prior to their deportation to the 
concentration camp at Theresienstadt (Terezin). The balance sheet of the 
Reichsvereinigung alone disclosed securities valued at;.RM 67.0Q0,OQO"~lld in 
the records of the Reich Debts Administration they wc~e entered. asa re­.., 	.' 
placement for confiscated government securities. 

, ' 

In what degree was' the JRSO able to identify this concentration of assets 
through the names of the former owners or their heirs? The investigations 
seeking to trace the origin of these assets faced exceptional difficulties. To begin 
with, the Federal Government objected that it would be called UpOIl to pay two 
indemnities for the same asset. It maintained that assets in the Reichsverein­
igung-accoullts may not necessarily be heirless in fact, but may bdoJlg in part, at 
least, to individuals or their heirs to whom it owed liability under the Federal 
Restitution Law (BRUEG). Moreover, the Federal Government sought to 
prove that the obligations of the Reich Debts Administration were derived, in 
substantial part, from confiscations levied as taxes 011 emigration (Auswander­
ungsabgaben) for which it was liable under the Federal Indemnification Law 
(BEG). 

The JRSOmustered its efforts to reach an amicable settlement with the 
German Federal Gover~ment. It was dear to all that attempts to identify each 
and every asset would stretch into the indefinite future. In consequence, the 
successor organizations alld the German Federal Government and Land Berlin, 
reached agreement on General Claim #7 (mainly Reichsvereinigungs asset~), 
011 April 12, 1963. Land Berlin had entered the controversy via Berlin K0111­

mandatura Directive #50 of 1949, which had granted jurisdiction over com­
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mercial and organizational property first to a Berlin Commission and later to 
the City of Berlin itsel£ By agreement with the German Federal Government, 
the successor organizations received the sum of DM 7,000,000: the JRSO 
50.85%, DM 3,559,500, theJTC 41.65%, DM 2,915,500, and the French Branch 
7.5%, DM 525,000. The General Trust Corporation (Allgemeine Treuhand 
Organization (ATO) in Berlin, which was empowered to deal with the rights 
d interests ofNazi victims persecuted for reasons ofrace rather than religion, 

received DM 200,000 out ofthe DM 7,000,000 as its share in the agreement. The 
JRSO's share of this payment amounted to DM 101,700. ~ 

b) Ministerial Accolmts 

The Ministerial Accounts were held at the Prussian State Bank (Scehand­
lung) and were listed in the names of individual ministries. In these accounts, 
securities confiscated from Jewish owners, in Czechoslovakia and Austria 
predominantly, were deposited and exchanged into liabilities of the Reich 
Debts Register (Schuldbuchforderungen). Moreover, these accounts included 
securities seized as enforced payment'S of anti-Jewish levies and Jewish' assets 
forfeited under the terms of tIle Elevcntll D~c;ree·t~t.he,Reich Citizenship Law. 

The JRSO in Berlin, filed restitution claims for these accounts, on its own 
behalfand for the 'other successor organizations as well. Once again, it was called 
upon to verify the identities of former owners of deposits in the ministerial 
accounts, for otherwise the German Federal Government would have treated 
the DM 75,000,000 earmarked for transfer to the succclsor otganizations under 
the Reich Claims Settlement, as satisfaction in full ofall t~e latter's claims. In 
fact, the Federal Government contested the technic~l validity ofthose claims on 
the ground that the successor.organizatibt'ts were unable to identify the original 
owners of the assets, in every instance. The possibility of a double indemnity 
loomed large in the minds of the German Federal authorities. 

On January 21, 1959, the Supreme Restitution Court in Berlin (ORG), 
found in favor of the successor organizations, holding they were entitled to 
claim heirless property if they could prove that the assets in question stemmed 
from spoliations inflicted upon Nazi victims. The decision led to the opening of 
negotiations aimed at reaching an amicable settlement. First, the parties agreed 
to authorize the Official Trustee (Haupttreuhaender) of the Sonderver­
moegensverwaltung (representative ofthe former Reich in restitution cases) to 
sell the securities in the Ministerial Accounts at the Prussian State Bank. The sale 
yielded some DM 25,700,000, including interest. In May 1960, the Federal 
Government approved an advance payment ofDM 12,000,000 to the successor 
organizations, and in a final agreement, dated October 11, 1960, the Federal 
Government undertook to pay DM 6,000,000 more. The Federal Government 
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rctaincd the remaining DM 8,000,000, by cOllsent o( the slIccessor organizatiolls. 
so as to meet \vhatever claims individuals might subsequently flie to securities 
held ill the Ministerial Accounts. 

In the payments of DM18,000,000, 50.85%, DM 9,153,000, went to 
JRSO, 41.65%, OM 7,497,000, to the JTC and 7.5%, DM 1,350,000, to 
JTC-French Branch. 

The agrecmcnt ofOctobcr II, 1960 illlposed an obligationllpoll tile successor 
organizations to indelllnify the General Trust Corporation (A TO) for claims 
to heirless property that were traceable to Nazi victimli who were persecuted 
011 grounds of race rather than religion. Following prolonged negotiations. the 
ATO acceptti.l ill settlemellt the stlm ofDM 1,500,000 or H.33% of the aggregate 
payments accruing to the successor organizations frolll the Ministerial Ac­
counts. ThcJRSO share in these payments came to 50.85%, DM 877,500. 

c) HlllIl'"rclI/1l111dsfl'l/c Os/ Sell/clI/c,a (HTO) 

In September 1940, the Nazi Government isslIcd the so-called Poland Decree, 
by which the Haupttreuhandstelle Ost (HTO) was authorized to confiscate the 
property of Polish citizcns located within Greater CcrmallY. These propcrties 
belonged to Jews or to persons. ofJewish d<.."Sccnt VihCJ werf not of the Jewish 
faith, alld to non-Jewish Polish nationals. Since the Gentral Trust Coiporatioll 
(ATO) bore thc rqspollsibility of protecting the imerests of per~dctltcCs for 
reasons of race but hlOt of religion, the JRSO had to enlist its cooperation. 

JRSO Berlin, acting for all four sllccessor organizations, filed claims for 
restitution of securities and bank accollnts admillistercd for the HTO by two 
Berlin banks. From 1964 onward, the JRSO sought to reach a bulk settlement of 
these claims with the Federal Finance Ministry. Here again ,the German 
authorities were reluctant to proceed 011 the gl;ollnds of a ,Possible double 

under the BRVEe; and the BEG as well, both covering the sallle assets. 
Thereupon, the JRSO proceeded to analyze about 600 HTO £ill'S to establish 
whethcr assets claimed by individuals were ideutical with securities or bank 
accounts held in the banks for the HTO. Threc years of preparation by the 
JRSO preceded the submission to the German authorities of a t1lOroughly 
substantiated statement of account covering the sccurities claimed, together 
with a detailed analysis of the validation aud conversion of the old shares into 
the new olles expressed in Deutsche Marks plus interest, aloug with dividends, 
and, whcrever justified, compensation for the loss of old savings (Altsparer­
entschaedigllng). The JRSO established the value of the HTO assets at DM 
5,145,000. , 

Following protracted negotiations, an agreement was reached with the 

orgallizations werc released from the responsibilities imposed upon them by 
scttlements of the General Claim #7, the Ministerial Accounts and individual 
claims (Einzelfaelle) which required them to indemnify the German authori­
ties against the possibility of double compensation. For this purpose, it was 
provided that the Finance Ministry should withhold from the settlement ofDM 
4,000,000 the SlIm of OM 300,000 for a three-year span, and that theATO 
should also receive the sum ofDM 300,000 minus DM 100,000 that it owed the 
sllccessor organizations from the settlement of the so-called "Dresdner Bank 
Accounts." * 

These deductions reduced the net sum to DM 3,400,000. Ofthat amount, the 
JRSO received 49.76% (DM 1,691,840), the JTC 41.12% (DM 1,398,080), and 
theJTC-French Branch 9.12% (DM 310,080). 

In August 1972, the Federal Finance Ministry remitted to the JRSO for 
accollnt ofall Jewish successor organizations the sum ofDM 262,920, the unused 
balance of the DM 300,000 withheld by it in the settlement of1969. 

TheJRSO has now been relieved of the obligation to indelllnify the German 
authorities for individual claims for assets restituted to them under the terms of 

,'.. 
the variolls global settlqllents. Aft,er August 1972, the German authorities had 
to bear the responsibility. for 111~eting ariy c1ailllS individuals may file sub­
scquently that woul~ expose th~ Fin~llce Mil~is1:r/{o double liability. 

'\::.,.i.. . 

V. Compensation For The Loss Of 
Old Savings Accounts (Altsparerefltschaedigllng)

': 
.,>The German currcncy reform that entered into force ON June 20, 1948 created , 

sevcre hardships on persons who owned savin~ accoullts;· mortgages, govern­ r 
ment bonds of the Reich, debts registered in the Rcich Debts Book (Reichs­ l 
schuldverschrcibullgen) a11d a variety' of other accounts deposited with com­

.~ 1 

i1 ! 
U~mercial and sa vings banks.. Indeed, Rcichsmarks werc made convertible into the 

new Deutsche Marks iii the ratio ofRM 100 : DM 6.5 for savings accounts, in 
contrast with RM 100: DM 10, in th~ case ofother debts and mortgages. The 

,Ir 

Law for the Alleviation of Hardships Arising from the Currency Reform h~ 

(Gesetz zur Milderung der Waehr~ngsreform-Altsparergestz) of July 1953, 
i~ )

provided for cOlllpcnsation in some form for losses individuals had suffered i ~ 
l, • 

from thc effects of thc currency reform. 

By thc terms of the 1953 law and its amendment of 1959, old savings, 
predom.inantly funds deposited in banks and savings institutions or invested in 

• The claiming period for the three Jewish sucCC$Or organizations under the Ikrlin RL'Stitution Order had 
expired on Deeembcr 31.1950. The claiming period for the ATO expired in 1953. In the intervening period. 
the A TO filed a claim on behalf ofall successor organizatiollS for Jewish accounts seized at the DrcsdnCf Bank 
which resulted in. f.\lorablescttlcmCtlt. It w.s.greed that the valucofJewish assets in the settlcment was DM 
100,000. 
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,...... Federal Finance Ministry, onJuly 22, 1969, for the settlemellt ofall claims to the I 
assets of thc HTO in the sum of OM 4,000,000. Moreover, the successor 
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bonds issued by the Reich and the Germall Laender, as well as debts registered ill earmarked for social service purposes and which for operating funds, construc­
-.:/1 , 

the Reich Debts Book, Illust have been in C'xistence 011 Jaliuary 1,1940 in order tion funds and the like, proved immensely difficult. Finally, a special regulation , . 
f~ 

to quali fy for compensa tioll. Moreover, claimants were required to be holders of to pertuit the successor organizations to file claims for old savings (only 
the old savings 011 bothJanuary 1, 1940 and June 20,1948. The Law grail ted 10% individuals were entitled to do so ullder the existing law), was issued 011 

in compensation for investment losses arising fi-olll Reich debts, bonds and October 25, 1968. 
mortgages, and 13'12% for savings account losses. The special regulation, dated December 9, 1968, opened the way to a 

The 1953 law granted compcnsation to individuals but not to corporations compromise settlement of compensation claims for mortgages and securities 
for losses arising from the currency reform. The successor organizations wac other than Reich debts. The Federal Equalization Office recognized claims in 
non-existent on January I, 1940 and had to battle for recognition as old savers the sum of RM 3,928,088, which produced compensation payments of OM 
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with respect to tbe various assets restituted to them.. The argument they 392,800 plus DM 251,392 (4% interest frotllJanuary I, 1953 to December 31, 

".,,: 

advanced that they had succeeded the original owners retroactive to the date of 1968) coming to DM 644,192, in all. The JRSO sh:lre amotUlted to OM 

the original holdings (ex-tullc), alld hence must be considered the holders ofthe 328,538. 

assets on both January 1, 1940 and June 20, 1948, was accepted by the German Among the claims filed by the JRSO were also claims for restitution of 

Federal Equalization Authority (Dundesausglcichsalllt) in Bad Homburg. securities confiscated from the Paris branch of the Rothschild family. TheJRSO 


The JRSO and the German authorities both agreed to settle compensation assigned the claim subsequently to the law ftrlu that represented the Roth­ tit 
claims for old savings via global agreements. The first settlelllent was signed ill schilds. The successor organizations received a participation of 20% in the )~. ; 

~, ~.August 1969 and covered mortgages, securities and bank accounts restituted to proceeds arising from the sale of the Rothschild securities as well as from the 
.~ , 

. the JRSO in the U.S. ZOlie. The Federal Equalization Authority recognized compensation stemming from the Law [or the Loss ofQld Savings. The latter 
JRSO claims amounting to DM 3,607,839,;lIld producnl.cl;).Iupe,!sation for the claims were settled in part in Jiimary 1972~ The share ,qf the successor orgal1-

;1 
.. 

loss ofold savings coming to DM 575,658, including 4% interest frolll J;l11uiiyl, . izations came to OM 411,802, while the JIlSO~hare ililOUntcd to OM 216,196. 
.\>:... cI..1953 to August 31, 1966. In JUlle 1964, the Jewish Trus't (~orporation reatbled:i: • , Additional claims for the loss of old savings arc still pending . ~ 

settlement with the Fede-ral Equ:llization Authority, in the SU1ll ofDM 184,000, Petlding also arc claims on Reich bonds and Reich debts submitted under the 

for mortgages and securities restituted to the successor org:lnization ill the . Law for thc Loss of Old Savings to the Equalization ,Office in Berlin-Wil­


. ci:British Zone. Illersdorf. Claims that remain open on account ofspeciall'roblc!lls pertaining to 
The compensation claims for securities confiscated and held by the Reichs­ the evidence needed to qualify them for compensatiqn,.may yield OM 100,000 ~ 

bank and the Prussian State Balik in Berlin presented a more difficult p,roblem. in all. estimates indicate. 
';­

These claims were collected by the JRSO Derlin, acting on behalf of all the .'l. 

successor organizations. 011 claims for restituted mortgages and securities other VI. Levy On Mortgage Profits 
than Reich bonds, a settlement of DM 580,013 was reached in 1966, of which (HypotheketlgellJimwbgabc, HCA)
52.50% (DM 304,507) represented the JRSO's share. Compensation claims for 

Reich bonds had to be submitted to the Equalization Office (Ausglcichsamt) in In 1952, the German Federal Government cnacted the Equalization of 

Derlin-Wilmersdorf. In 1968, that office paid on account to the sllcces~or Burdens Law (Lastenausgleichsgesetz, LAG) to alleviate financial losses suffered 

organizations the sum ofDM 41,500 in cash, amI 11M 67,000 in Federal German as an outcome of the war. Funds to fmance the law were obtained in part by 

Bonds. syphoning off profits that rcal estate owners had gained by clearing their 


With respect to the as~ets of the Reichsvereilllgung, which were mainly in properties of encumbrances following the currency conversion in 1948, when 

the form of securities, Directive #50 had a warded them to the successor Reichsmark mortgages shrank to a mere one-tenth of their fortner value when
jo--J.. 

~ 
h' organizations. 1t became a-task of many years for the JRSO Berlin to probe the expressed in Deutsche Marks. The LAG introduced a special levy on mortgage

' .... 
o origin of those securities and to show that they qualified for cotnpensatio~} profits (Hypothekengewinnabgabe, HGA), to tax the inequitable enrichment 
t~-· under the La",,: for the Loss of Old Savings. Moreover, that Law granted of real estate 0VYl1ers who became beneficiaries of the currency conversion. The 

compensation to religious and welfare organizations only for claims concerning levy was computed on the basis of the encumbrances that had burdened the 
i''' assets oftheir social funds. To establish which portions of the assets of the fortller properties 011 June 21, 1948. The HGA levy amounted to nine-tenths. of the 

Jewish Communities and of the charitable aud welf.'lre organizations were value of the nominal mortgage on that date and represented an encumbrance on 
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the property (Gnmdsdlllld) held by the Fcder;d Governmcnt and entcred in 
the Land Registry. 

Provisionally, the Gerinan authorities exempted the successor organizations 
frolll that portion of the HGA Icvy which fell due within the period of their 
ownership. qn the other hand, the German authorities maintailled that UPOII 
the sale ofproperties by the successor organizations, it fell to the lot of tlte buyers 
to pay the tax in the installments prescribed br law from the time they 
purchased the property. . 

The SlIcccs.,or organizations immediately protested the taxation ofproperti<..'S 
that were restituted to them, whether still held ill their hands or previously sold. 
The ullcertainty of the legal position impelled the JRSO to introduce the 
following procedures: 

1. For buyers who wished to acquire property free ofencumbrance, the JRSO 

paid the HGA with the right to claim a refund, should it become clear that 

the successor organizations were not liable for payment of the tax. 

2. For buyers who acquired property encumbered by the levy on mortgage 

profits, the purchase price was reduced in relation to the possible tax liability 

that might arise during the'ir ownership. 


3. The purchaser undertook to repay to the JRSO a reduced purchase price in 

the event payment of the levy became llllnecessary:'·',':.. " 


Many years were required to clarify the legal position. The Jewi~'Trust ,"':- 'J.' 


Corporation had filed a test case in the Finance Court at Cologne which was 
won ill October 1960. The suit was grounded on the argulllent that heirless 
Jewish properties were exelllpt from special taxation under the Contractual 
Agrecment concluded between the German Federal Government and the Allied 
Occupation Powers (Ueberleitungsvertrag), Article 5, Section III, and Ilence, 
the special levy could not be imposed on properties r<..'Stituted to t)te successor 
organizations. The German Finance Ministry appealed the d<!cision to the 
Federal Finance Court. 011 January 18, 1963, the Court held the successor 
organizations to be exempt from the payment of the Levy of Mortgage Porfits. 

Accordingly, the JRSO proceeded to claim a refund of the taxes it had 
already paid, or set out to recover from buyers of its properties the sums by 
which purchase prices were reduced in relation to the contingent tax liability. 
The task was a wide-ranging one that has yet to reach completioll to date, 
because many buyers wcre granted the right of repayment by installments. 

In Berlin, a special situation arose in the case of properties trallsferred to the 
City under the Global Settlement concluded in December 1955. The properties 
transferred to the City otBerlin by the JRSO were all exempted finally from the 
HGA. Hcnce the City of Berlin was called upon to indelllllify the J RSO forihe 
considerable savings from the reduction in the purchase price that arose under 
the terms of the Global Agrecment. A solutioll was reached, in August 1964, in 
the form ofa bulk settlement agreement calling for the paymCllt ofDM 800,000 
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to the JRSO 011 behalf of the three succe.~sor organizations. The JRSO share 
came to DM 471,680, the JTC received DM 292,720 and the JTC-French 
Branch DM 35,600. Moreover, through the year 1972, the JRSO receivcd 
refunds ill the former u.s. ZOlJe and in Berlin for properties it had not 
transferred to the City ill the sum ofDM 725,460, ill all. 

Jill. Restitl/tioll OJ Former jewish COlI/wlil/(/1 Propert), 

In 1933,600,000 Jews lived in Germany. By the dose ofWorld War lI, the 
number had all but reached the vanishing point. A mere 10,000 - 12,000 Jews 
remaiued in the U.S. Zone and in Berlin. The majority were survivors of 
concentration camps and many were east European ill origin. They chose to 
remain in Germany for reasons of illness or of age predominantly. They 
reestablished Jewish comlllunities in a Ilumber ofcities and towns in post-war 
Gerll1any, and most were small and weak. In the U.S. Zone, Frankfurt and 
Munich were the Iarg<..'St, while Berlin with its 7,000 Jews was the most 
i111 po rta n t. 

In keeping with Military Goven~l11ellt Law #59, the property of all Jewish 
communities and organizations whicll !,'Vere}i;;solvcd ill thc Nazi era under the 
Tenth Decree to the Reichsbuergerges<.'tz, w~ ·Ci{trusted to the JRSO for 
distribution. From die very inc~ption, the JRSO proceeded to aid the new 
COlllll1llllities in rebuilding Jewish communal life. Over the years, the JRSO 
transferred to thelll pieces of property for the establishment ofnew synagogues, 
old-age homes or new community centers. Howc'!er, the new Jewish com­
Illunities protested. They refused to accept the fact thanhc JRSO, like the 
successor organizations in the British and French Zones ofGd-many, would have 
a decisive voice on the distribution and utilization of the former communal or 
organizational property. The JRSO supported by the Allied authorities was' 
unable to accept the claim that the newly formed Jewish commuuities were 
identical with their predecessors and hence entitled to receive the communal 
properties of the latter, ill their entirety. 

illlpasse led to a series ofvexatious law suits, and the case ofthe Augsburg 
community, with a membership of under 50, became I~otablc. The new 
community laid claim to restituted property, in thc value of DM 800,000, that 
had once belonged to the old coml11llllity, the membership ofwhich had ranged 
beyond 1,000. Ultimately, the u.s. Court of Restitutioll Appeals rejected the 
claim. In that instance, alld subsequently ill similar ones, the JRSO 'view 
prevailed that the wide-ranging disparities between the new membership'and 
the old should not be lost to view. Moreover, the JRSO owed a responsibility 
not merely to the small number ofJews who now resided in Germany, but also 
to the greater 11l11l1Ders who had migrated to other coulltri<..'S and rated COll­

sideration, in their vast majority, as beneficiaries ofJRSO funds. The decision of 
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the U.S. COllrt of Restitution impelled most of the COll1ll1l1l1ities to reach 

, agrecmcnts with the JRSO for the division of cOlllnllJllal'properties. All told, 


tho1JRSO transferred to the cOlllmllnities property valued at DM 3,500,000 


J 
;jI ($833,350 at the exchange rate prevailing at that date) alid retainedcolllmullai 

properties valued at some DM 5,000,000 ($1,190,500). 

VIII. Indemnification Claims For Destroyed Sy,wgogues, 
Commullal and O~{fallizational Property, alld Cultural O/~iects 
I) Berlill' 

In Bcrlin, by way of contrast, thc rccovery and thc division of former 
cOllllllunal properties proceeded with less friction. It should bc notcd. howcver, 
that only rubblc and ruins wcrc available for rcstitution in Berlin, in light ofthc 
uttcr destruction ofsynagogucs and commuuity centcr buildings that occurrcd 
on thc Kristallnacht, Novcmbcr 10, 1938. Hcnce thcJRSO claims for COIll ­

pcnsation against Land Berlin pertaincd to damage to property inflicted by the 
Nazi regimc. Ncgotiations with thc Bcrlin Senate on the sizc of thc co'mpensa-..I tion, and simultaneollsly with thc Jewish comm:I~.lity on thc division of it, 
cncountcrcd numcrous hurdles. Finally, on MaTch ~(.1955; taild .m:r,lin agrced 
to pay OM 10,300,000, bcforc dcducting OM 700,000 prcviollsly.atlvancc.d to·.~ l. " 

I 	 the Jcwish comn}lInity (DM 9,600,000 nct). Of that SUIll, thc Jewish COIl1­
munity rcccived DM 3,000,000, and the succ<..'ssor organizations OM 6,600,000,
.I 
At thc samc timc, Land Bcrlin waived its claims for the refund ofadvanccs madc 
to thc ncw Jewish community in thc SlllllS of DM 1,452,000 and RM 
1,792,174.81. Of thc DM 6,600,000, thc JRSO rcccivcd DM 1,507,144, the JTC 
OM 4,000,000, and the JTC-Frcnch Branch DM 1,092,856. • 

In May 1960, thc Sllccessor organizations approved a suppldnclltary paymcnt 
of DM 550,000 to the Bcrlin Jewish Community, in scttlement of indcm­
nification claims for thc destruction ofcommunal propcrty. Thc shares of thc 
JRSO in this paymcnt camc to DM 134,500, of thcJTC to DM 393,000, and of 
theJTC-Frcnch Branch to DM 22,500. Thc supplcmcntary payment placcd thc 
Berlin Jewish Community on an equal footing with thosc in thc Westcrn Zones, 
which had reccivcd 50% in scttlcmcnt ofclaims for communal propcrtics that 
suffered destructioh or damagc. 

2) U.S. ZOIl£, 

On its claims for damagc to comnmnal propcrties in thc U.S. Zonc, the JRSO 
had attcmpted for ycars to rcach agrccmcnts with thc Lacndcr and with the 
Jewish communities, in an effort to provide funds for futurc necds of thc 
reconstituted Jewish communities. The JRSO and the Jcwish communities 
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agreed that thc sharc that would accruc to thc Je~ish cOllllllunities from the 
global settlcmcnt with the Lacnder should not be illstantly distributed. Instcad, 
a trust fund should be cstablished undcr thc provisiollS ofGerman Law (rcgis­
tered association) to bc uscd for thc coml11unal and welfarc nccds of thc Jewish 
cOllllllunitiL'S in thc U.S. Zonc. These communities wcrc united in Fedcrations 
(Landcsvcrbacndc) in their respectivc Lacl1dcr: Bavaria, Hessc, Badcn­
Wucrttcmberg and Brcmen. Evcntually, thc Fcdcrations bccame mcmbcrs of 
thc Trust Fund, togcthcr with thc Zcntralrat dcr Judcn in Dcutschland (Ccn­
tral Board ofJcws in Gcrmany). Thc Zcntralrat actcd as a modcrator in thc 
ncgotiations bctwccn thc JRSO and thc Landc..'Svcrbacndc. It also aidcd in 
rcconciling conflicting claims among thc parties and conflicted opinions among 
the Landcsverbacndc. ' 

Thc Fcdcrallndcl11l1ificatiol1 Law (BEG) that was cnactcd in 1953 author­
izcd thc successor organizations to claim compensation for damagc to syn­
agogues and othcr communal properties. Thc preparation of these claims callcd 
for painstaking rcsearch on thc blucprints of dcstroycd buildings - thcir plans, 
measurcmcnts, furnishings and cquipmcnt. Eycwitness accounts givcn by sur­
vivors or by non-Jcws provcd, ofvaluc in thc prcparation ofglobal scttlcmcnts 
with thc Lacndcr.. ' ~:. ' . ' 

In 1956, an amcndcd BE.G was cnactcd -and 'it cxcrtcd a widc-ranging cffcct 
011 thc prcparat~ry work tllc JRSO was callcd upon to perform. Thc right to 
compensation on thc part of thc successor organizations was limited to a 
maximum ofDM 75,000 per object for destruction or damage. Thc ncw Jcwish 
communi tics, howevcr, wcrc cmpowercd to s~bmit indclllnification claims in 
thcir own right for paymcnts in cxccs.~ of DM 75;000, upon proof that the 
damagc suffcrcd cxccedcd thc cciling ofDNl15,000-alid it was rcquircd for thcir 
communal purposes. This provi~i9n for paymcnt of thc "surplus" (thc so-called 
Ucberhang) of Section 148-3 of thc BEG, callcd for a ncw calculation of the 
JRSO claims. Simultancously, it stirred ncw conflicts with the Landc..'Svcrbacndc 
which wcrc authorizcd to filc compensation claims concurrcntly with thc 
JRSO. 

In Dccembcr 1957, thc J RSO, thc Landcsverbacndc alld thc Zcntralrat 
rcached a final agrccmcnt. It providcd that thc procccds of claims for thc 
destruction of synagogucs and othcr cultural, communal and organizational 
propertics should be shared cqually by thc JRSO and thc Jewish cOlllmunities in 
thc formcr U.S. Zonc. Thc sharc of thc Iattcr was rcduced by whatcver 
payments thc JRSO had already made to communities with whom it had 
rcached settlcmcnt in earlicr years. Thc rest was carmarked for payment to a 
Trust Fund (Trctlhandvercin) that would cope with requests for meeting the 
lIeeds of thc Jcwish communities in the formcr U.5. Zonc. The mcmbership of 
the Trust Fund included three JRSO rcprescntatives. Thc agreemellt also stated 
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that the Trust Fund would have at its disposal no less than DM 4,000,000, of 
which the JRSO was to provide an advance payment of DM 1,000.000. 
Moreover, the JRSO agreed to pay I)M 500,000 out ofthe proceeds ofthe Reieh 
Claims Settlement with the German Federal Government. Of that q;III,;nM 
75,000 was earmarked for the Zelltralrat der Judell ill Delltschland. And filially, 
the Jewish commt111ities ill the former U.S. Zone agreed to shoulder n:spoll­
sibility for the maintenance ofcemeteries that remained ill active lise. Inactive 
cemeteries were to be transferred to the Landcsvcrband ofjurisdiction, which 

.:1 

would bear responsibility for maintenance. 
This Trust Fund, the Juedischer Treuhalllifonds Sucddeutschland, was es­

tablished in 1960. It paved the way for il1lplelllellting the Overall Agreement, 

., 

and for reaching settlements with the Laender of Bavaria and Hesse. 

The shtlelllent with Land Bavaria, dated October 24, 1960, recognized 
claims amollnting to DM 38,000,000. Of that StUll, DM 26,000,000 was payable . 
to the JRSO, aud DM 12,000,000 as "Ueberhang" to the Trust Fum\, the 
Landesverband, and to various Jewish conl111unities ill l~avaria. The DM 

. I 

26,000,000 was to be divided in equal shares between the JRSO and the Jewish 
cOlllmunities in Bavaria. 

II j 

i The settlement with Land Hesse; dated r;.J.o."embc;r 29.1961, recognized 
claims amounting to DM 62,153,873. Ofthat SUIll;DM29,695,OOO:was payable 
to the JRSO, DM 13,824,000 to the Trust Fuild, and DM 18:i.34,87J to tIle I... 
Landesverband, and to various Jewish cOllllllunities ill Hesse, notably Frank­
furt/Main, which had ranked among the wealthiest ill pre-Nazi Germany. 
Claims reaching DM 13,153,376 were recognized as "Ueberhang."· 

oj; In the case of Land Baden-Wuememberg, the JRSO had already settled its 

, , 	 claims for Idamage to synagogues, cemeteries and other cOll~mtlnal or org::lII­;J' . 
izational properties on November 6,1951. A settlement pa'ynlent to theJRSO,!I ' 	 ill the sum of DM to,000,000 , included DM 1,500,000 for the assiglllllent of 
pending restitution claims and the sale of restituted, but ulISoid property. In 
1956, the Israelitische Kultusvereiniguilg Wuerttcllllx:rg-HohCllzollern (for 
Land W uerttemberg) and the Oberrat der Israeliten BadellS (for Land Baden), 

-thc central Jewish communal organizations, demanded payment oftheJRSO of 
onc-half the sum of the DM 1,500,000 which Land Baden-Wuerttelllberg had 
undertaken to pay in discharge ofall indemnification claims for the destruction 
or damage of synagogues, cemeteries, and other real property. Protracted 

;"-.1. negotiations produced an agreement in August 1957, whereby the JRSO paid 
r<~ OM 284,179 to the Israelitische Kultusvereinigung Wtlerttemberg-Hohenzol­o 

lern and OM 283,983 to the Oberrat der Israelitell Bad ells. .i----" 
In Land Bremell, the smallest bnd iii the U.S. Zone, the JRSO,-in March 

(;1 1955, had filed claims for damage to conJIIltlllal and organizational property of 
the Jewish COI11I11 unities ill Bremen and Brell1erhaven. hI September 19.59, the 
JRSO assigned these claims to the Jewish Coml1lunity of Land Bremen, against 
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paylllcllt lIf DM 100,000, and the latter settled them directly with the 'I' 

Government of Land Brelllell. On December 1, 1959, the Brel11ell Senate paid 
DM 1,500,000 for the constructioll ofa new synagogue and a home for the aged. ;1 i 

,.. , 

3) Britisb awl Frellch ZOI/CS 
o"f 

III the British Zone, the Jewish Trust Corporation and the Laender 
Governlllents reached the global settlements outlined below, that covered 
indelllnification claims for damage to synagogues and for the destruction of 
COlllllHlIlal and organizational properties. 

1. Land Halllburg, DM 5,000,000. TheJTC received DM 2,400,000, which it 
shared with thl' Jewish COllllllullal Fund for North-West Germany, and 

.Ii 
DM 2,600,000, as "Ueberhang" went to the Jewish Community of 
Hamburg. 1! 
2. Lower Saxony. DM 9,450,000. The JTC received DM 5,700,000 which it .1 

shared with the Jewish Coml11unal FUlld, and DM 3,750,000 went to thc 
Jewish cOllllllunities of Lower Saxony. 
3. North-Rhine Westphalia, DM 21,000,000, to be shared with the Jewish ;, r 
Communal fmid.· .,' '. ~.. 
4. Schlcswig":Holstein, DM 1,.33,047, ThtjTC received DM 600,071 which 
it shared widl the Jewish Comtl1tm'al Fund, and DM 532,976 as "Ueberhang" 

~j ! 

went to the Jewish Comlllunal Fund, in trust for the Jewish c011lmunities of 
Sehkswig-Holstein. 
In the French Zone, the JTC-French Branch and the Laender Governments , 

" i 
reached the global settlemellts outlined below that covered indemnification 
claims for damage to sYlJagogll<."S and for the dl"Struction of cOllllllunal and . r 
organizational properties. 

1. MaillZ, DM 1;740,950. 
2. W orlllS, DM 435,000. 
3. Trier, DM 1,080,000. 
4. South Baden, DM 2,400,000. 
5. Bad Krellzllach, DM 75q,000. 

6. South W uerttcmberg and Hohenzolleni, DM 1,250,000. 
7. Koblenz, DM 3,350,000. 

4) 11'I/(/i B'ritlr 

Among the organiza tiolls that considered themselves to be SUCCL"Ssors in 
illtercst of COl IlIlltmaI organizations dissolved under the Tenth Decree to the 
Reichsbuergergesctz (Reich Citizenship Law), was the SuprellJe Lodge .of the 
Order of B'nai 13'rith, Washington, D.C. The B'nai B'rith asserted a claim to 
the restittltion of properties seized by the Nazi regime from its Lodges .in the 
former u.s. and British Zones. The B'nai B'rith maintained that their claims for 
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restitution took precedence over those fIled by the JRSO for the properties ofits 
"former Lodges. 

The D'nai D'rith asserted its claim on the ground that its former Lodg~.i.1I 
Germany had held their assets as trustees of the Order. When the Lodges were 
dissolved by Nazi administrative action, their assets passed automatIcally to the 
Supreme Lodge in Washington, D.C. The JRSO and the JTC rejected the 
argument, on the grouild that several court decisions had held that the Lodges in 
Germany were formed as separate legal bodies. Hence, the successor organiza­

.',tions maintained, they alone must be considered the sole legitimate claimants, 
while the claim of the Supreme Lodge to act as the legal successor ofthe former 
Lodges in Germany lacked foundation in law. 

The JRSO expressed the wish to facilitate the recovery of the properties in 
question, but without yielding gro\Jnd on the legal aspects. Finally, agreement 
was reached on March 30, 1951, whereby the JRSO agreed to assign to the 

. ;Supreme Lodge all of its claims to former Lodge properties in Germany, while 
the Supreme Lodge agreed to use all the assets recovered u!lder the ,<!rms of the 
Agreement for the relief, rehabilitation and resettlement ofJewish victims.of 
Nazi persecution, and predominantly for those in Israel. Thereafter, the jRSO 
segregated in a separate trust account, for the benefit ofthe Supreme Lodge, the 
income and assets that accrued from those properti~~. In its turti',..iJieJR~O w~s; l.. 

compensated for the expenditures it had incurred in those cases. 
Net recoverit:s in the former U.S. Zone that were credited to the D'nai D'rith 

ranged beyond OM 450,000. The greater part went into the purchase and 
maintenance ofa unit in the Hillel Foundation of the D'nai D'rith in IsraeL 

IX. Pensions For Fon1ler ConlmElt/ity Offitials ,I 
;1 Former Jewish community officials in Germany, among them rabbis, 
I 	 teachers, cantors, librarians, social workers, or their widows, who would have 

been eligible for pensions had the Nazis not destroyed their communities, 
petitioned the JRSO to set aside a portion of its assets to meet those pension 
claims. The petitions were grounded on the argument that the JRSO, as the 
successor to the former Jewish communities in Germany, was liable for the 

il·1 
pension obligations. The JRSO maintained that whatever obligations the 

p..-" former communities might have had to these pensioners, the obligations did not 
1".J accrue to it as the successor organization. 
0 

At the same time, in light of the importance and the pressing urgency ofthese
i-'" 

pension claims, the JRSO referred claimants to indemnifleation Icgi~lation in00 
0) Germany that was scheduled for enactment. The JRSO joined hands with the 

I Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Gennany (Claims Conference) I to devise procedures with the German Federal Government for the payment of 
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pt'llsion claims of officials and eillployees of the former Jewish communities ill 
Germany. In fact, by Protocol #1, signed on September 10, 1952, between the 
German Federal Republic and the Claims Conference, the former undertook to 
pay compensation to persons who had suffered losses as offIcials or employees of 
Jewish communities or of public institutions within the territories of the 
German Reich as ofOecember 31,1937. On April 9, 1953, the Federal Interior 
Ministry issued guidelines for the implclilentation of that obligation. To set the 
program in motion with the greatest possible speed, a fund was created for the 
making of pension payments, and the Claims Conference was authorized to 
appoint a Pensions Advisory Doard. Acting in a strictly advisory capacity, the 
Board weighed the claims submittcd and presented its views of them to the 
German authorities. Over the years, the Pensions Advisory Doard has evaluated 
over 3,500 claims, and pension payments to beneficiaries exceeded $23,000,000, 

all told. 

X. Maintenance OJAbandonedJewish Cemeteries 

Dy the close ofWorld War II, some 1,700 abandoned Jewish cemeteries in the 
Western.Zones of Germany were in disrepair and withollt carc. All were 
confiscated by the R~ich, al;d Iiao ~<cn'v~lldaJized in the absCllce of the former 
owners, ,the Jewish communities. The Military Governments in Germany 
enforced the restoration of the desecrated burial grounds, but the care of them 
lay beyond the capabilities of the newly formed Jewish communities seattered 
throughout the Western Zones. 

The three successor organizations and the Jewish communities formed a 
committee to negotiate with the German Federal Government on the matter. In 
1953, a settlement was reachcd whereby the latter agreed to pay OM 200,000 for 
the restoration ofcemeteries wl1ich had gone without mailltenance after 1945. 
Subsequently, on Rosh Hashanah Eve, 5717 (1956), the German Federal 
Government and the Laender agreed to provide care and maintenance. In June 
1957, a Protocol agreement was' signed between the Federal and the Laender 
Governments on the one hand and the three successor organizations, the 
Landesverbaende and the Zcntralrat der Juden in Deutschland on the other. 
The Protocol called for the grant of permanent care to abandoned Jewish 
cemeteries in the German Federal Republic, upkeep in harmony with the 
surrounding landseape, maintenance of a surrounding wall equipped with a 
gate and lock, and grass cutting at regular intervals. The care of individual 
graves and tombstones was left to the next of kin. The agreement did not cover 
West Derlin since no Jewish cemeteries were located in that city. 

On February 20, 1958, implementation of the Protocol was assured by an 
agreement between the German Federal Government and the Laender to share 
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ctlually in thc costs of upkeep, which would rcach i)M 0.25 per square meter, 	 XII. Board OJ Equity Procedures A"d Equity Hardship Futld 

I 
~ , estimates indicatcd. In all, the JRSO paid individual claimants ofproperties that the organization 


Under the overall agreemeut betwccn the JRSO, the Landesvcrbaendc, and 
 had already recovered a SlIm bordering on DM 12,500,000. Predominantly, the 

thc Jewish COl1lllllllfities in thc U.S. Zonc, titlc to abandoned cemcteries was 
 .0·claimants were heirs to properties who had forfeited thcir legal rights to !~. 

I -! 'transfcrred to tbc particular Landesverband charged with jurisdiction. Where restitution by the failure to file their claims by December 31,1948, the filing ! ffi~ t 
I:z.. Imaintenancc costs ranged beyond those shouldered by the Federal and bender deadline sct forth in M.G. Law #59. ! ~ i 

Govcrnments, the exc<-'Ss. ~~s to be covered by a special fund tbat the The JRSO had withdrawn its claims to private properties whe.rever former it \Trcuhandfonds in thc U.S. ZOllC were scheduled to establish. 2""lowners or their hcirs had submitted claims before the filing deadlinc had 
:~Open cemeteries, those in a~tive usc as burial grounds, are currcntly under L,,\. I..." cxpired. But now, claimants who had failed to submit timely claims, challenged \ <': ~" 

. ~_J'~maintellance by the Jewish communities in the territories in question. the validity of theJRSO claims to the properties in question, and demanded tht' I 
'..transfer to them of the claims or the procecds. Their protests were never 

XI. The Legal Aid Department weakened by any realization that the swift action taken by the JRSO had madc It 
recoveries possible to begin with, and hence that the JSRO alone was legally U.S. Military 	Government Law '#59, promulgated in 1947, authorized . 

entitled to the proceeds. By April 1950, some 300 persons had petitioned the 
former owners and their heirs to claim the restitution of identifIable property. 


; JRSO for' the assignment of such claims or the proceeds of thcm, and appear­
Similar laws were enacted for the British Zone in 1949, for the French Zone in 

ances suggested that these petitions werc but the first foret:unners ofmany.
1952, and for the three western sectors ofBerlin in 1949. 


The' moral predicamcllt underlying the JRSO position was clear: should it 
The restitution laws were very complex. Private claimants needed the aid of 

proceed with the recovery of properties tgwhich it was legally entitled or
lawyers, but many lacked the means to pay for the cost of their services. The 

should it reduce the fupds"available ·f9r the relic(~nd rehabilitation of Nazi
lIced strengthcned the notion offorming a legal aid sO€icty, cOl~lposcd.(;{forl11er 

victims by accepting ~he claims ofheirs who reta'itied at least equitab'le rights? It
German lawycrs, in the main, who were ready to' represent privafe-datm.ults 


. "I • '\',,'l.. also was true that negligence in meeting the fIling deadline was not the only 
scattered the world over, and led to the founding of the United RestitutiOll 

ground for the forfeiture of claims. In many instances, claimants had never 
Organization (U.R.O.) in 1948. It was formed in London as an English 

Icarned of the existence of the filing deadline or 9f the existence of the very 
company and opened offices ill Israel, thc U.S., France, Great Britain, in the 

property they·were now claiming, or they were informed, incorrectly, that the
British and French Zones of Germany and in the corresponding sectors of 

filing of a claim. was unnecessary to protect !heir rights,. The need for an
Berlin. But in the u.s: Zone and in the U.S. Sector of Berlin, it ran into 

equitable procedure to handle the petitions of daii11ants impressed itself upon 


'7difficulties. The U.S. Military Governmcnt was unwilling to authorizc an 
.',aILunknown legal aid society to submit the claims of clients based Pll M.G. Law 


Accordingly, theJRSO obtained amendments and spcciallicenses undet: thc 
#59, the Berlin Restitution Law ofJuly 1949, and the General Claims Law for 

terms of M.G. Law #59, so as to legalize the assignment of its rights to Jatc 
the u.s. Zone of August 1949. The U.S. Military Government, in ignorance of 

claimants in equity cascs. An Equity Board was created to deal with these claims 
the notable caliber of the personalities who supported the URO, voiced the fear 

and they swiftly gained the label "equity claims." The JRSO,. by public 
that clailllants ofsmall means might fall into the hands ofirresponsible 'persons 

announcements, invited late claimants to submit petitions to it before
who would hold back for their own pockets a great share of the sUll1srecovered. 
December 31, 1950, and expressed its readiness to assign its legal rights to all ~ The U.S. authorities believed that the JRSO was ill a position to carry out the I
heirs, however remote the relationship, who could provc their rights to the title, legal aid program sinplehanded. Accordingly, the JRSO opened Legal Aid 
subject to a service charge to be paid by them, The service charge varied in si~.c in I ,..... Departments, by the end of 1948, to collaborate with the URO in providing Ikceping with the value of the property and the claimant's relationship to theclaimants of small means with scrvices they needed. Such departments were 	 t

N original owner. In hardship cases, only a nominal service charge was levicd. ropcned in Nuremberg; Frankfurt, Munich and Berlin. Although subject to o 
Some 2,500 equity claims were submitted by December 31, 1950, the expir­I--'" administrative supervision by theJRSO, those departmcnts functioncd autpn­ t 

ation date of thc filing deadline, and considerably more camc ill aftcrwards. A 00 ol11ously, acting more as branch offices of thc URO than as departments of thc 
-.l second filing deadline was publicly announced for Decembn 31, 1951, and it JRSO. Great stress was laid upon avoiding conflicts of interest betwecn the 


claims handlcd by thc Legal Aid Dcpartments and thosc of thcJRSO itself. 
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called for a slightly higher service charge for late petitioners. A third one was 
dated December 31,1952, more than five years beyond the enactment of M.G. 
Law #59. Uy the end ofJuly 1955, over 4,800 equity claims were submitted to 
theJRSO. 	 .' 

The same pattern was followed in the Uritish Zone at the Jewish Trust 
Corporation and at its branch for the French Zone. Finally, the three successor 
organizatiOlls agreed that the equity procedures should be closed by December 
31, 1955, and that claims should not be accepted thereafter. Payments on these 
equity c1aillls reached nearly DM 12,500,000. At the same time, to deal with the 
claims of needy persons who might file at a still later date, a trust fund, the 
Equity H~rdship Fund, was created ill London ill July 1956. 

The three successor organizations endowed the Fund with a capital of DM 
2,000,000 and with a management expense account of DM 250,000. The 

11 	
contributions ranged as follows:II 

'11 
,:';. 
i: 	 JRSO 

1 

'I 
r 	

JTC 
JTC-french Branch 

'! 

Mllllfl.l1clllem 

Tmst FIIIIII E\·I,clIs(.. 

DM 925,000 DM 115.625 

DM 925.000 DM 115,625 
DM 150;iiQo PM··18.750 

. i' "',-,1. 

J,I The filing de~dlille (or the Equity Hardship Fund expired 011 June 30, 1957,
'!! but the succes.~or organizations agreed to transfer to it all claims that had , I 

I, 
! 	

reached them after Jalluary I, 1956. The Fund stated in its by-laws that only the 

originalowller or his heirs who qualified as ncar relatives, and who were in 

need, were eligible to file claims. Claims adjudicated by the Fund were paid at a 

reduced rate - 70% of the award or DM 50,000, whichever w~ less. 


I 

Once again, claimants ill considerable numbers filed petitions after June 3D, 
iii t957, and once again, the successor organizations extended the deadline, this 
.,; 

time to December 31, 1958. It is notable that the latter date fell a full tell years 
after the original deadline fixed by M.G. Law #59. In all, 490 cases were

I· adjudicated and payments reached some OM 1,250,000. The surplus was repaid I 

I to the successor organizations in keeping with the size of their share in the 
. 

"\ original capital. The JRSO share came to 46.25% (DM 235,000) . I 

\~!!frl-he-R:~cov~ofriiltilr(ll~ProperiY' 
In its claims to heirless property, the JRSO did not restrict itself to the 

recovery of real estate, bank accounts, securities and the like. From the incep­
tion, its Cultural Property Division sought to trace and to recover Jewish 
cultural, artistic and religious objects the Nazis had plundered within Germany, j / 
or had transported to German territory from occupied eastern countries. The V 
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U.S. Military Goverument had taken custody of these objects and had listed 
them specificaliy in inventories. , 
(I~l 1947;-the Jcwish-Cultural-ReconstructioiIC()rpiil:at,ollUGR) was 6;=,(/

I 

ri~;~;o;r,!~:~~~1~;i~;[~;~~~;I~~~1ie~~:~~~~~;~;~;~~W 
ol5Jcctstnat the NaZIS had plunoereo. Tne JCR carfle to act as a Virtual arnl of 

ct~CJltS6~for.tn/i:cco\;~ry .of silth~ol5je:ctsjlil=~eJj~u;u.Y-1949;-if wOi{off!ci@ 
fcf9glii-tion~a:s-Hie-trUstce ofalh:ultural Jewish-objects that werestorc.:<[i(thC], 

1 .. - -~-'~~-- ."", ~.-- -~.:-- - _.• -.. - - - -- ,­

,-Olfenbach depot in Germally.~Over 10,000 ceremonial objects were recovered I...• 
and distributed to synagogues and museums in Israel, Western Europe, South j
Africa and the United States. Many casesofobjects containing, in all, over 1,000 
Torah scrolls that were burnt, torn, or reduced to fragments, were shipped to 
theJDC offices in Paris for examination and rcpair at the hands ofscribes, and 
for subsequent distribution in Israel and Europe. Some scrolls were 200 years old 
and more. Over 250,000 books, pamphlets and other writings were also dis­

" 

tributed in Israel, Western Europe and the United States. Entire libraries and 
collections, e.g. the Hermann Cohen Library, were transferred in toto to the 
Hebrew University ihJerusalenl. Other volumes, over 2,500. in all, many of 
them rare and centuries old, 'wehf H:J ih-e Je.w.ish Theological seminary, the 
Institute ofJewish Religion and the Yiddish Scientific Institute (YIVO), all in 
New York.' I 

Scarcely a major Jewish community in the world failed to benefit from the 
redistribution of these treasures. A substantial share went to Jewish communi­
ties in Western Europe and aided in their stru~gle for cultural and spiritual 

reconstruction. \~il11i!~r1f,~th~Hcl5rew -tJj}iVCJ'Sity.Lin~ary.~if~(hhe_BCZ~lCrIJj 
CMi:ls-CIll!Liil Jirus-ilell1.)ilolJg·wiiJi.other J!h~~ri~;.>'-Cshivonnd~cliJ~i~us-insti:-- J 
ltUt~olis~iilJ~rafl;Yc{civciLalloililclits' in-codpcra~ion~'Wi~h thelsraeli-Ministry·for 1 ' 
\B;'~!lglousAlfairsJlnmaking the distributions, an advisory committee ofleading 
Jewish librarians, art curators and other experts assisted the JCR. In cases where 
the original Jewish owners could he traced, recovered objects were returned to 
them. 

In addition to Jewish cultural 'and religious objects, the jCR acting as an 
.' agent of theJRSO probed for art objects that were secular in character, notably 

paintings from Jewish ll1useumsor Jewish private homes that the Nazis had 
f 	 seized. In greatest part, these objects were cached near Munich, in the U.S. Zone. 

In February 1949, the Munich Collecting Point of the U.S. Military Govern­
ment transferred to ~he JRSO eleven crates containing nearly 700 art objects. 
These were shipped to New York, in November 1949, and were transferred to 
the storage rooms of the Jewish Museum in that city for examination al}d 
appraisal by experts and art dealers. Thirty-five old paintings that had under­
gone restoration were shipped to the Bezalcl Museum in Israel, as rcpresentative 
examples. 
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,Ii
i -c'thc r.emaini ug objec~~, =l1l1.,?llg-thennOlilCf~O ,p-a}iJti~lg~,,)5~_d ra""iiig!i2.;1IJd 

:i -p'rin~~;:-200·miniatlifC~~~. i:u\11~~E:-0f~~r:v$d-al_lg_~~s 511 w~d,a;i~1 rl~'~!?G~figlireJof 
,~ l ~S,t;-Ambrosiusvaluc9,at.~llle.$4,500, were'offered"at'publiccsalc:;::::rli£;cxistcike 
lit.i" 'Cottl1e:-collccti()\lw!.s'p.l~~EclY3d~~dis..gl:.S<>~~~!iliYl[~~1~n'ftscet\
i 
: ~th~iLheirS-tc)-Eoll~~:f~r~~~L<;,sult,sCv~~al.pai~l~~!rgs~wcrcc,cl~irfl:cd~this-';; 

\polllt-and~were wIth~r~WILfronnhe S:iJc. J.!~_0~w.:.mHallces, pallltlllgs were ;q 
i~.. \r~p'UichascaJiolll-~~tde~l~rsaFa latc~poillt. 

.' 
~ ~" 

In 1952, the JRSO uncovered a collection ofnearly 400 pictures in the OffICe
\lof the Administration of Properties of the City of Berlin that originally were 
\ iplundered by the Nazis from the Reichsvercinigllng der Juden in Deutschland. 

I !'Most of the paintings had been the property of the Berlin Jewish Museum. The 
i distribution of this collection was agreed upon as follows, after discu~ions held 
I, . with the JTC and the JTC-French Branch: fIfteen paintings to the Jewish 
I! I Museum of the Hebrew Unioll College at Cincinnati, Ohio; five paintings to 
;.1 the United Kingdom, for display in London primarily, at homes for the aged 
h for refugees from Central Europe; three or four paintings were earmarked for 
Ii the same purpose to the JTC, French Branch. The rest were scheduled to go to 
Hthe Bezalel Museum,Jerusalem, with the proviso that 25-30 paintings should be I 

j I \ hung in homes for the aged conducted by the lrgu~l 9lej Merkaz Europa, the 
I: Israel branch of the Council' of Jews from Gerlll'any.I>aint:itlgs'yvere also 
! 

I returned to individual claimants or their heirs who were able to pr~~prcvipus 
ownership.I, "' 

'I 

XIV. Heirless Property In The United States 
, (U.S. Public Law #626) " 

)., 

When World War II began, tide to assets in the United States belonging to 
encmy countries and their nationals, was vested in the Alien Property Cus­

I: todian, pursuant to Executive Order #9095 ofMarch 11,1942. German ownedI 
assets, running to some $541,000,000 in value, were subsequently seized. The 

1 Trading with the Encmy Act prOVIded that after the war ended, those proper­
ties should be disposed of"as Congress shall direct." 

....... 
 I., TheJRSO as the American successor organization for heirless and unclaimed 
4',) property ofJewish victims of Nazi persecution sought recognition ofits role byo thc Office of Alien Property. After many years of intensive efforts with the,..... 

executive and legislative branches President Eisenhower designated, on January00 
13,1955, the JRSO as the successor organization, under U.S. Public Law #626. 
As the successor in interest, it was authorized to recei:ve unclaimed properties 0 

dcceased persons that were seized in 1942, under the terms of an Executive 
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Order issued under the Trading with the Enemy Act, ha \'i IIg a ceiling of 
I); 

i$3,000,000. , I ~i!Under the Executive Order, the JRSO filed claims at the Office of Alien 
Property (OAP), although in many instanccs it lacked specific'information in 
support of thosc claims. TheJRSO probed for information in the records of the 
OAP. In every instance, the JRSO had to establish whether an individual claim 
was filed and, ifnot, to submit evidence that the formcr owner had been a Nazi 
victim., The task was tremendous in scope, stretching over a span of ten years, 

and was beset with many difficulties. After thousands ofclaims were filed at the ~ , 
OAP, it became clear to all that a bulk settlement and not all adjudication 011 a ' I 
case-by-case basis was in the mutual interest of all parties. The U.S. Govern- I 

ment would otherwise be confronted with enormous administrative costs in I 
proportion to the size of the claims. , I 

In 1960, Senator Keating, together with Senators Javits and Kefauver, in­
troduced in the 86th Congress an Amendment to Section 32(h} of the Trading 
with the Enemy Act that called for a bulk settlement in the amount of$500,OOO 
ofall the claims submitted by the JRSO. Payments were to stem from the fund 
set aside for unclaimed properties of deceased persons. The House of Repre­
sentatives passed th~ bill. whil~' t~e. Sen~t~ J udiciary' COll1mi~tee reported it 
favorably to the Sena"tc. Unhappily, the Senate 'adjourned before the measure 

could rca.ch the floor. In the next Congr,ess, Senator Keating offered an identical} 1 
bill, co-sponsored this time by Senators Hart of Michigan and Seott of Penn- I 
sylvania. The bill, E"ublic Law 87-846 • .gassed both houses and was enacted on " 
q~22 1962 ',!, 

....",..., nFebruary 26,1963, President Kenlledy issued Executive Order 11,086 that 
amended the Executive Order President Eisenhower had, issued in 1955. It 
invited the filing ofapplications for the designation ofsuccessor in, interest, and 
also delegated to the Foreign Clairris Settlement COlllmission all the powers 
conferred UpOJl the President by Section 32(h} of the Trading with the Encmy 
Act as amended by Public Law 87-~6. The JRSO was then designated as the 
sule successor organization, and on June 18, 1963, it requested the Foreign 

Claims Settlement COlllmission in ..Washington, D.C. for the full payment ofII 
$?OO!O~ The JRSO certified that the entire sum would be used in the United 
States or the rehabilitation and resettlement of persons in nccd who had 
suffered the loss of liberty at Nazi hands. No portion of the funds were to be 
used for the paymellt of legal fees, salaries, or other administrative expenses 
conllected with the filing ofclaims or the recovery ofproperty under Section 32 
ofthe Trading with the Enemy Act. TheJRSO agreed to submit a full report Otl 

" 

the usc of the funds to the President of the Foreign Claims Settlement 
Commission. 

On JUlle 28, 1963, the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission awarded the 
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advanced by the U.S. Military Go'vernment. Subsequently, the advance of 
occupation costs was cal1celled by the U.S. High Commissioner. 

Th~ .qu~stion arose whether. the J~SO should conduct ~ ~rogram of relief, 
rehabllltatlOll and reconstructIon WIth all apparatlls of Its own or should 
channel welfare funds via organizations with experience in conducting aid 

programs for Nazi victims in need. From the outset, all hands agreed that the II /
two major constituent bodies of theJRSO-theJewish Agency for Israel and the V 
JDC-should conduct the relief activities of theJRSO as its operating agents. 

jewish A,(,Cllcy for Israel UAFI) . 
Up to Decem ber 31, 1972, J RSO grants to the Jewish Agency amounted to 

DM 114,044,273, in all. The Jewish Agency used the fIrSt OM 13,000,000 in 
JRSO funds for the purchase ofpre-fabricated homes for new immigrants in the 
Ma'abaroth, the transit camps. Additional funds went for the purchase of 
agricultural machinery, construction equipment, tools, irrigation pipes and 
other materials for the usc ofnew settlements inhabited by Nazi victims. In the 
past fiftecn years, JRSO funds aided the Jewish Agency in meeting its respon- . 
sibilities in the fields of immigration and absorption, agricultural settlements 
and youth aliyah. In immigration and absorption, aid to new immigrants 
consisted predominantly in piovidilm lrousi!l,S•. b.calth serviceS, and education in 
Ulpanim and ill institutions of higher learning. In the field of agricultural 
settlements, JRSO funds were channelled to existing settlements as well as to 
new ones, and also helped to provide water for farm use. The funds also aided in 
the maintenance and care of children and teenagers in Youth Aliyah 
institutions. ' 

AmericlllI jel/lish joillt Distributioll COli/willet.' UDe)' 
In the 25-ycar span betweell.1947-1972, payments to the JOC came to OM 

56,171,060, in all. In the first yea'r,' the funds helped to meet general relief needs 
of displaced persons at Camp Foehrenwald, the last of the OP camps in 
Germany to close its gates. The JOC bore responsibility for the maintenance 
costs, which were large, but the JRSO contribution helped to mcct them in part. 
After Camp Fochrcnwald close~l, the JRSO allocations aided mainly in the 
operation of Malben, a JDC network in israel for the aid of aged and han­
dicapped immigrants. They were Nazi victims, in the greatest part. JRSO funds 
helped to provide needy persons with institutional care in hospitals and homes 
for the aged, and aided programs for handicapped children, sheltered workhops, 
and those aimed at completing the integration ofimmigrants into the State of 
Israel. 

Collllcil ofjews fro", Genlllluy 
From the very start, the Council ofJews from Gcrnlany. a co-founder of the 

JRSO, requested a share of the recoveries from heirless properties for the aid of 
German-Jewish emigrees in need who were scattered the world ovcr. Those 
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$500,000 to the JRSO. To put the funds to the most effective IISC, the JRSO1;1 
granted the first priorities to organizations that aided the handicapped and the 
aged and the economic rehabilitation of the young. 

The funds were allocated as follows: 

A,(,I/(Illth Israel World O~('tIIlizllfioll, Ne", York $50,000 
To aid in establishing a housing project in New York City for aged Nazi 

victims. The' Agudat-h-Israel shouldered responsibility for completing the 
project and maintaining it. 

ClItho/ic RelhfSerflice - NlIthllllll Ot/'(I/ic 
Welfnre COIiferel/[(', Neill York $50,000 

To proVide handicapped Nazi victims in need with one-time rehabilitation' 
grants ranging in size up to $1,500 per family 

Ne/'emillh Robil/soll A:Iemorial Scholllrship Flllld $100,000 
To establish a scholarship fund in l1lell1o~y of Dr. Nehemiah Robinson, 

administered by the United Help, Inc. in New York. Nazi victims who had 
completed their secondary education were eligible to apply for scholarships 
providing vocational and professional training. The JRSO did not seck to 
administer the program, separately, since ,the !JIJitedfIclp has conducted a 
scholarship, program of its own for a number ofyears. . .. 

.• 11,' .,', ~ 

Ullited HillS Se'rl'ice" Nell} York ., $100,000' 
To resettle pr6bleni families in cOlllmunities outside ofNew York City, with 

the aid of one-time integration grants. in cooperation with the local Jewish 
resettlement agencies. These agencies had to shoulder responsibility for 
providing benefIciaries with continuing cafe. Individual grants ranged in size up 
to $1,500 per family. 

UI/ited Help, IIIC., Nell' York $200,000 
To aid in establishing a housing project for Nazi victims in the vicinity of 

New York City (Flushing). The United Help was required to provide the 
funds nccded to complete the project and to maintain it. 

x v. Aliocatiol1S 

From its early bcgillnings, the JRSO channelled the funds that arose form the 
restitution of heirless property to the aid of Nazi victims in need. Beneficiaries 
were many, but the funds were limited. Allocations were granted virtually from 
the start because JRSO administrative costs were low in the first sevei~ years of 
its existence. Office space at JRSO headquarters in NUlcmberg. and at its cleven 
regional offices were provided by the U.S. Army. Salaries for the large staff, 
which numbered 330 persons at the peak, were Illet out of occupation costs 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

<' 

, F;,1 
"\ Ul \ 

f"\ ~\",.,: \ 
' ':~\ 

r" ,g \ 

L!\

f i!', 

oj emigrees. the Council contended, had a legitimate claim to a share of the funds 
I'il which had accrued from propertiL"S that had ollce belonged to Germ:m Jews. 
'I ~ll1lost in their entirety. In 1953. the JRSO grallted an allocation of$200,000 to 
;1 "Help aud Reconstruction", an aftiliate of the Council, that aided Gerlllan­
:1 Jewish refugees in the United States. The funds Were used for the construction I 

and maintenance of a home for the aged in New York City for Jewish Nazi 
victims in need. 

On November 3, 1954 an agreement Was rcached in Paris between the 
Council aud the JRSO. It provided that 11% of all future SlIlllS availahle for 
distribution by the JRSO should be channelled to the COllncil ofJews from ,.~! 

Germany. 
JRSO allocations to the Council from November 3, 1954 to December 31, 

1972 reached DM 14,910,219, and the distribution tooK the following pattern: 

United Help, Inc. . ......... DM 7.131,350
0 • : ••• , •••••••••••• 0 •• , 

Leo Bacck Institmcs .. 0 5,S18..1}O•••••••• 0 0 ••• 0 ••• , •• 0 •••••• '. 

Irgun Olcj Merkaz Europa ......... 2,018,739
0 •••••••• 0 0 0 0 •••• 

OUT Parents Home,Johanncsburg ... '... 0 110,000• ,. : .... 0 " •••• 0 

American Federation ofJews from (;cntral Europe ... 0 132.000•• 0 • 

The Council designated United Help, Inc. as its operating agellt for the funds 
from the JRSO available to it for distribution in the United States. United 
Help, Inc. is the coordinator of the activities of Help aud. ReconstructiOl" Inc.; 
The Blue Card, Inc., and Sclfhelp ofEll1i&~ecs,frollloC;;entral Europe, h]c., three 
agencies created in the United States by Jewish Nazi victims from Genitany to 
cope with the social needs ofrefugees who stemmed from Central Europe. 

Allocations to the Leo Baeck Institutes in New York, London and Jerusalem 
enabled the Council to promote cultural projects and programs which it is 
hoped will preserve for the coming generations the spiritual heritage ofGerman 
speakingJewry. . 

The Irgun Olej Merkaz Europa, Tel-Aviv, attends to the interests ofJewish 
Nazi victims in need who are dwelling in Israel. The JRSO allocations went 
mainly for cash relief, to complemellt social welfare aid provided by the State of 
~e1. 0 

o~ 

Smaller O~'tallizatioIlS ill Israel 
III 1951, the Congregation K'hall AdathJeshurun, New York, requested the 

JRSO to return nine restituted properties in Frankfurt/Main (Germany) 1--"'" 
which had formerly belonged to the Franfurter lsraelitische RcligionsgeseH­t..) 


C> schaft, an Orthodox body. Agreement was reached ilJ May 1954, followilJg three 

, {~~>I> years of negotiatiolls. By its tefms, the Jewish Agency and the JOC agreed to 


(:) 
 yield a part of their shares ill the JRSO recoveries, to permit the grant of OM 
(._a" 
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200,000 towards the construction costs of a convalescent home in Israel for 
Torah students who attended religious schools affiliated with the Vaad Haye­
shivoth in that c~untry. The home would bear the name of the Frankfurter 
Israelitische Religionsgesellschaft. The arrangement met the wishes of the 
representatives of the fornler Religionsgesellschaft. that a part ofthe proceeds of 
its former properties in Frailkfurt should memorialize in Israel the name and 
spirit of its community. and they waived all further claims on the JRSO. The' 
agreement paved the way for a shift in policy in the distribution ofJRSO funds. 
It was decided that a certain percentage of the funds accumulated for distribu­
tion 'would be made available for specific projects submitted by claimant 
agencies other than the JOC, the Jewish Agency and the Council ofJews from 
Germany. Proposals for the use in Israel offunds in aid ofschools, synagogues 
and for other religious purposes were submitted by the Vaad Hayeshivot and 
the ChiefRabbi ofIsrael. Gr~nts were also requested for a special Building Loan 
Fund in Israel to assist in tpe improvement and expansion ofYeshiva premises, 
and for the building of a convalescent home to service the teaching staff~nd • 
seminary students of the Beth Jacob School system in Israel. The Ministry of 
Religion in Israel proposed a special fund for the constrqction and repair of 
synagogues in Israel, focusing especially on those serving Nazi victims pri11)arily. 
Allocations were granted in the following sums initially: Building Loan. Fund, 
OM 231,000, BtthJaccK;'School system, OM 150,000, and towards the special 
fund for synagogue coru(rtictiol1,in IS'r~~I.! OM 219,000. 

On June 27,1956, theJRSO Executive Committee formulated a definitive 
key for the distribution of its funds among the Jewish Agency, the JOC. the 
COllncil of Jews from Germany and for religious projects in' Israel, in the 
following percentages: 

Jewish Agency for Israel ........................•........... 56.95% 
American Joilll' Distribution Committee ...................•.... 28.05% 

Council ofJews from Germany : ..... , . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .. 1UJO% 
Religious Projects ill Israel .......... , ..• 0 4.00% 

Over the years, JRSO allocations for Israel fell into four main categories: 
yeshivoth, religious teachers' seminaries, synagogues and religi?~s research 

projects. 
Allocations to Israel were granted in aid of the organizations and programs 

listed in the table below: 
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Il 	500,000 
115,000 

100)14 
140,000 
100,000 

95,000 
405,000 

170,000 
40,000 
50,000 
90,000 

425,157 

50,000 

lQ,OOO 
30,000 
45,000 
20,000 

" 55,00<Jl- ' 
10,000 
50,000 
75,000 
30,000 

100,000 
80,000 

65,000 
50,000 

IL 2,900,871 

XVI. Summary And Conclusions 

The foregoing chapters should amply demonstrate that the JRSO has sat· 
isfied the aspirations of its sponsors. It has met the restitution objectives against 
formidable difficulties and has used 82.5% of its receipts for the social work' 
carried on by its sponsoring agents, the Jewish Agency for Israel, the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and the CouncilofJews from Germany. 
The JRSO has discovered and claimed heirless Jewish property wherever it 
could dig it out, to quote only restitution claims against individuals, restitution 

/", claims against the German States, monetary claims against the former Reich, 
claims for securities and hank accounts and claims for Jewish communal 
property. Moreover. plundered Jewish books, paintings and ritual objects have 
been salvaged. and care and maintenance ofJewish cemeteries has been assured. 

The following is a summary ofJRSO's achievements: 

Bulk settlements with the German States OM 48,3n.290 

Individual settlements with restitutors ofconfiscated properties 41,825.000 

Monetary claims against the former Reich 59,834,012 

Reichsvereinigung settlement 3,559.soo 

Ministerial account settlement 9,153,000 


.. HiO settlement.-(assats owneq .~y Polish citizens) 1.691.840 . 

. 	 Individu",l settlements regafding confIScated securities 1,940,500 

Jewish ~mm~nal Property settlements 54,202,144 
Settlements regarding claims for losses from q,mency reform 1,737,346 

Total 	 OM 222,320.632 
t 

Out of this total the JRSOgranted. DM 189,330,349 or 82.5% to its spon­
soring agents and for sy,nagogues and religious research projects in Israel. 
Another DM 13,200,000 went as equity paymenisto late claimants. Adminis­
tration·of recovered property and payments in consideration of restituted 
property required an outlay of DM 4,125,000 and payments covering the 
administration ex~nses ofthe German offices and of theJRSO headquarters in 
New York came to approximately DM 14,000,000 (6.490 of the total receipts) 
over the 25 year ~riod from 1947 to 1972. ., The JRSO is grateful to the U.S. Governm~t which enacted the laws that 
recognized the JRSO and to the U.S. Military Governor Gen. Lucius D.Clay 
and U.S. High Commissioner John J. McCloy whose understanding and 
support were vital to JRSO's operations in Germany. 

Deep appreciation is due to the offieers and the staff of the Jewish Trust 
Corporation and its French Branch. The results detailed in this report could not 
have been achieved without the close cooperation of the managements of the 
three sister organizations. Special thanks go to those who directed the JRSO 
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I. Y1:$I,i'lo(11 
~ Building Loan Fund ........... , ......•...... , .. . 

Medical Aid Fund (Mifal Hatorah) ................ . 
Vnntl Hnyrs/iill(l(/, 
Convalescent Home. Nat:mya ... , ................ . 
Funds to provide Gemaroth ....................... . 

Loan Fund for Educational Furnishings ............. . 
2. Tenc[,I.'Ts'.semil/nries (filii 

Religious Yoml, EJ"cn(ioll 
Beth Pinchas Teachers' Seminary ................. ,. 
Central Beth Jacob Teachers' Seminary . . ........... . 
Central Committee for Rest Centers for Religious Youth, 

sde Chemed ............. , ..... , .. , .. ,., .. . 
Meon Yeladim ............. , ................... . 
Mifal"Or Hachaim" ........................... . 
Council ofthe Sepharadic Community in Jerusalem .... . 

3. Sptcinl Sy"ngoglle Fu"d .•..••.....••.. " ...•.•.•.. 
4. 	 Religious Research Projects 

Ernest Manon Cultural Centre and Archives ......... . 
lnstitut~ ,for Publication of Religious &oks for 

. Newcomers .......................•....... 

Lithuanian Jewry Archives ...............•........ 

Megilat Polen .••. : ......• : ....~. ;.,;: ',' .. i'.; .. ; .• ", 


Moreshet Sofrim ...... '.' ... : ... ' .. ' ..: .......•...;' ," 

Mosad Harav Kook .•... , ......... , .. , ........ :..:' 

Nettah, B'na B'rak ....................•..... , .. 

Neva Hayeled ................................ . 

Otzar Haposkim ................. ~ ~ ........... . 

Supreme Religious Centre "Hechal Shlol1lo" •......... 

Institute for the Talmudic Encyclopedia ............. . 

Torah Shelemah Research Institute, Jerusalem ······r·· 


School and plant ill Kfar chabad 
......................... ~ .... . 
............................. . 
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poliCies, especially in its early stages - Monroe Goldwater, Joseph J. Schwanz, 
~:10ses A. Leavitt, Moses Beckelmanll, Charles Jordan and JeromeJ. Jacobson of 
the American Joint Distribution Committee, and Manrice M. Boukstein, 
,George Landauer, Max Kreutzberger and Eran Laor of the Jewish Agency for 
Israel, to Benjamin n. Ferencz and Ernst Katzenstein, Directors General, and to 
Eli Rock and Saul Kagan, the Corporation secretaries. Sincere expression of 
a pprecia ti on also goes to George W cis, Director, Plans and Opera dOlls Boa rd, to 
Hans Tuch, Regional Office Director in Balin, to Ernest H. Weismann. 
Comptroller of the JRS() in New York and to all colleagues of the JRSO 
without wh~se devotion to duty, loyalty and professional skill alid perspicacity 
JRSO's achievemcnts would not I~avc becn possiblc. . 

The officers and dircctors of thc JRSO rcpresenting major Jewish organiza­
tions can take justified pride in their collective achieveI11~nt., 
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August 26, 1946 

General J. .!:I.' 'Hilldririz 

.I1.ssistant !Jecretary of. 3tate 

Depart.~ent 'of ,'state 

'Jashin~ton 25" D. C • 


. Dear . Gene~al.;'Hl1idri~g: 

In the il&;1t', o(lnt-ornia:l ~o~versat'icin's 'with members' of" your staff . 

'" and of more precise information regarding the contents of ,the . ,'~ . 


,Offenbach ..rchiy~! D~p.o_t",_Jvo·ij~J;sh: to modifY; ,the', propo~iQ.1.s~,.cglifD.]':J}9,9. 

. i'i'l-the Tetter to,:r.o,u,_of~the .C:ommiss.ion on Europeah Jewish Cultural 

~'e'c()niftruCti~n,>~(Hited> 'JlirtEr' 5',~~ '~9~~::,;relu~ive :to. t..r,.e:-cus~od:r ,~n.dl· . ­
ul tima te ,·d1·spostion~of~·the-books 'and' other Jewish relicil.Ou~ a;n,d.1 

.. 

,-. , 
.", , 

9::t1turlll 'ooje,c.ts .in.theA:~:r.~c€4n.Zone: of ,Occupation,in.~rrilE!-hYJ
!O""'1d.S\ustria /• ,,'. . ': . ... ,'. . 

-' . ~'-.r::: ~ r;'~' ..I··'~ '. 	 • '., " """ 

1. 	 ,..ve areformiilga ciembersl~ip 'corpo~atlon under thelaVls "~'f tho 
Stilte' of1':Iew'York,="of which i'vO intend. to 'invite represehtC.tD-i)8/ 
',of' the . followint; orgo.nizuti ons ·to acrvcas initial rnocrpc rs: . 
'The,,,\'mc~icCl.~ Je.wiSh,' C9!1.f._crcnce~~'~ Tfie~Alncll:'i9an,:Je\'1i,sh .Joint)'! 

. Di$tribution CO!';'l!!'lit·tce, "Thc ·.n.r.1erican . Jcnish COl11:.ui tteo'; , '!hel 
.Synugogue . Gqunc 11 o.f_':1.r:wrica·., Th,e Ii'cdcra tion of Jcws frQJ.!l1 
!Pcl1t~~o.l ~urope., 'jJhc :.,.orld JewJ.sh CQngr.esl3 . and t~eHebrew 
'Univers.ftyJ .·Prom '1 ts very, incoption,-"thoroforc,: this corpora­
tion, .heroinar,tor referred' to as '''tho' Corpora tion, If will bo' 

. sonuinoly and 'broadlyrcprcsontati'w of JcW'isJ;1 rot:ugoes from 
CcntralEuropc, tIle rincr.1c~n Jcb1sh COI:1.":1unit'J, .and tho entire 
J€misn ppoplc" i:md hcnc c·, 'of." all'· Jcmis:l cu.l tUl"ul intcro st:)." 
~{owovorJ provision, Sllould und will be l:l'ido in, its .ccrtificilto 
of inc6rporatfon .;mdby';'luw·s for thc cnl.:lrgcr.,1cnt of its ·m0Y:1.b.:.;r-. 
ship frol:1.tit:..c· to.t1r:.1C inordGr',to insurc' that spcci;;l'und,:, 

.·p ...rticulf..:rihtcro3 ts,,~. such,: for'; cxample, as' thoso '. of thcJows'.. 
. . 'who,rci.mi.n: In,. Ccn'.trc.1', Ellrope ~~' w~ll. be rcprescntcid '. therein.', . 
·.,Tb.o~'.,rcprcscnt5. tivo·cl'laro.c tLir'of:" tho" Corpore-ti ont:s ':Clombcrship' '" 
·.in'turn .g'uarb.n.t'ocs.;·tl1u t:lt'wil'l' 'possess tho:' mor~lil.S vwll as:·: 
.tho:-j~gu1; attthorlty:·i und, tho': hUii~n' and :o~tcriul. r'os'bur'c'c's:-:"':;' , 

' .. . peccssar,y: 't·o,··cna!ilo.·ft:·,to ·~ ..rform·:thc .!'unctlons.\vhieh wc::urc~i'l.. :;. 
:ubout to· propose: thil.t, It,'·slw:ll.', have. .... ',' '. ,.: '.' ....: . .'.i. ;.~.>.,

: . .. '.~ .. :0 . ,'. . ,. .'. ~. d. . ,: ~.i -... '~' ",'. . : ' .;\ .;. ..... ' ._ '~f 

2.. 	 ~fu~~ .. -:th(/: 6·~;~'o~.i:tio~ ~11l:1il- ttvc: ,been org.::.nizcd and' its' ini.tiill,· .' .. 
··nci.t;~ber.ship. shUli 'h;"ve: .been"cpnstttuted ·substanti.o.lly osabovQ . 

.,s!Jt f.9,r,th, ·the90L1r.lunding ,o-oncral._qf .thQ 'United' Stutes: .Forces' 
"for- .~~ro.::'hy·'un':lth~ 'Co~anafn::CGoncr:il·-d:t'.thi:( Unl'tctl '3to.tcs· ~~:\.J.:. 
_F.orc,e~,for.~~ua.t~ii,l :·o;r'i·otllsr,.,.:tippropri,:;;,te Ilgcricics of' thC' 'Unltecf 
.Stutes· ·sreI!: ~tr.uris:f'cr:, to·t iic-:.-Corpol'o. ti()If,:~,~:s trusteo'fori'their, 
:.1'b,ro,o~' Jcwla~ ·.!:ivm~Z;~f·hnd:'·~~:rr,::;tl1e~ ·J.ewlsh:"p'cp?·~.c·;,_ all.-Habroicci .... 
anJ.., Juilaicu .,:md aI.l pthcr,' J'owish religious' and cultural'objects 

. :~iri~.thc Alnoricllh' Zone' ::of Occupa t;16n,'of' Ylhu·tsocvor· n£;;'t1.tro '·an.l, . 
";\1n: Vlb.O.sc~o~ver, ,pos~oss:~~~·;~~·~!hi:.c.h:'1...ir~; .~nclU'19·~l. ~n .D.:rlY'.~: o,f ithe :,'.,

following cu tegoric s: . 	 J -', • '- -, .. , 1. 

. ~ ',: .",' 

". ;/., .. :., ­
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U •. :' Th0SCV1:'1ich ViC rOfOrr.lOr ly o.wnc d.. by...;..in'.1ivi du.:..l Gerno.n or.. 
AustrLn JC'.1S,. or by Ger:·.1<i..m or.. AustrLm Jm1ish cor.1r.1uni ... 

. tic's, ur by Gcr!::::.;.n or ......ustri.::.:.n Jovlish phiLmthropic 'Jr 
culturul inatituticns. 

b. 	 . Tl10(JC '\1hieh tho,. Jor~·:,.;m, <::.r.::'110C or' other .o.goncics of tho 
'""-'r""''''i,J...., nc~cl";.. __ --.,.. the- 1T"zi p'~ rt~T' ro....... ,1. ove 1 (1) V.l..'-*.:. 	 I...;.L J , fr-"l' countries,;.,.:..:..4~,~ ,:,. ... .i.~_ 	 •• ..4, 

to. ,l~ieh t:10 Uni tc.:1 ..Jtutcs is not roquire] to return than 
. by vir tucof (J.n] o;·:i ::iting intorn~ tion;:;.l <.:.rr;:.lnger.lcn ts to 

which ·t:-UJ Unite,} ut;,.; tooS is' .:.. p.::.:.rty or (2)fro'n countries 
to which the Uni tel .;;.tctGs:i::; r,oq11iro'1' '~;.). return: them by" 
yirtilc'.o:C. ~U<':~l ;irr'..:.ngoi:lents. if clc..i)':101 by such countries 
f;1.\t;i'l:lic:";,,\rG n;)1; c ir.1<;,.1 'LYJ thor... within;:.:. ro.::.s .)ilablo tir.l';;, 

c. 	 T.l'.lSe. ':1hich eunn0t be i·1cntifioJ c..s f.:...l1inS wi thin·2.ny of 
. th.o. ~bcvo. Cc,;. tctpl'ies, '.. . 

: •. ,', ., ",t' -:: ." 

·:1. 	 Thc'DO which ura ·nc.w ownel. by or in. t..l1.c· possessi\)n of 
Ger-:.un. "nt Austri;.;.n st.... te:,t1unic·ip:.Ll ~:1( 0thor publicly,.····· 
v1f~noJ (ll' ~:wint·i.lil1c·l Iibr;:.rfcs ,.:,.rchivos" I!lu~:e.u:1s .. ru:i:1,·.· "':':\ .. s1l:rll..;r instItutions, whenever ..:.nl however they wore 

. 1, ~cquirel by s~ch institutions) except such as the Unite~ 
St.:. toa is roquiro! by cxil3ting intern;.:, tion:::.l urr:.:ngc;,".ic~tsi 

;I 	
to. 1.'1hiell ~t is. :<p~r,t:r t~) ;lisposo. uf 0tl1cr'iJise. " '. 

I 	 . . 

I '(E:x:pi':'!lu.t~:ri Note:: It is' the intent ~f' this propos;;,:l to ox­
.1 

! cTU70'-TF:;;,.ll1\.i trustee.ship t~'lOCC JC.wish rcliJious: w.nl culturc..l 
t ':;ojccts in tho ...::1cric:.:.n Zone.uf Occup~tL.:;n';/hich,u.'l1cr· exist ­

. I inSintornJ.tLm;;.l ... rrJ.nGc::.:c:nt,s, .the UnLc~. ~t.:.l.tcs 'is require 1 
. tu ro turn to. the cvuntrico in whic~l ·thoy hc..l their :3i tUB when 
confisc ... to·[ by the Gcrr;t:.l1s, it such cou.'ltrioo 811... 11 cl:.iu.th(:H:.1. 
At tho sc.:JC tine.,. ,[G V(,l'J strongly fecI, for t~c. re.:...sonsset· 
fi.irtl:l in ·.J\.:i,r letter of June 5, 1946, ::.n·1 uGc..GJ.in urgo._upon 
·_··u th···t ;'1 t'lG C"SO' .' f countrlc ... · ··sue'... · 's ,P"l"n"" '"'ho"'e' 

? :J v 	 ,"' .I.J.4....., ..L.... .. ~ ~ 'J. _ ,~'Ih :"_",,:-..;J .. "\'''': tIl v.', 

. Jewish p0pul:..ticns h..;,vc boon .JI'o..;.tly· ;1ir.linishe.l;.·thc Unite-l 
':;;t;.itcs ,shoul!. cn18"'~',:Jrt,)h.:..vo .thosc"\'rr<:.i.ngo~:lcnt3 !l<J Ufio'~ so. 
t:~ t.':thCl'C .nucl b';';...re turnc·l,. to;' .tho::w: cLJuntrie;3:)nly such pro- ..... 
portLm of t:l.O Qb,jo c ts t..:..ken.' froo .tllt:;r.l o..:.S.':' re·roquirc.l· in orler 
tv !:~Qe~.. th9 pc11;;iou::. ...n.l. cultur:.\;l !no t:ds .:;)f. the ir: survtving' ',-.0 • 

JC\,li~h;.pcpu:;L t 10ns... .If ;:"n t Vlhon ... 3uch .c,;.rruU"c;cr.1Cnt 3'.. 0 ~ bO·l".!:;.lb.~,,:: 
,t~c Cic"c'flS; ;)f: $uch .jbj,C9·tsshoulJ be,' tr...;n!Jfcrr(;:~:\ 'tv/tho" COrp0r£.l.';'· . 
ti,Jn~" .... 5 trustec., .. I,!;,.;rCiovcr,> .if . the 'Offie 0 Qi'. Mili t..:.ry G.:;)vorn-:-· 
!',lcn t is not rGcl'lir(;.l t j return JC,ilish rcligLms an~cul turc..l . 
JbJcc1:;s ~..to cvymtrie:;;. fr0r.l which .;thc~Gcrr.l:..ms'ror.lovO It:'lo·r.l;.by.. ,::· 

.rc"\'scn·.:of·.fntcrn.::.tivn;:.;.~ ;..:.rr;.i.nt;cm.cnt3 tv 'ii~ich the Unitel St.:.J.tes 
. :: is, u p-rty but onl;:x by rC£.l.scn of.1irectivc;s. Gr' 0t.."lcr uniL.. tcr:..l 
':~cti .:n.:·jf t:1C Govcrm:l\Jut. ;,)f .the ,.:Uni te,.}; St.:.tes,,·'such <1iroctives 

0r 0t~G·r,!"l.~.t:L;nshoul,1:,rorthwi.th b.c, cc.::.ncollo ,1", or ,.).at~, lc.::.st ,.;.:.~ . 
'... ' !:1:::; !ifio.~,:..so·tn:.t' in n.;:;' inst;lnco',wilL tho·Offfcc .of il111i t ...ry··· 

.... '.. ; Govorn:.li;Jnt . bo 'requirC',~\t0:! r03tore.to.,i..ny 'countr:1"~;:X::'grc:::.tcr pro-::~:, . 
. ... ' : .partL:m. of.. JcwisI1roligious.i1I).l. cuIturaLbbjec ts. '/hich.wero.:,::. :'., 


... :" ," t_kcn froo th...t cuuntrY', ·th...n c.ro nccess~ry' to· r:loet 'the' rc11gic' ~ 


,.. " . ';;'.1': c'Illtur ...l nce :s" of ·i ts surviving Jewish popuL... ti::m.. ) \' .. ;.,:; .. ."';',': , 

',''. ';L::~: ': ,;... '. ,:. ~ ~ - . " ,,-: "' ••• '~ f. '.. • '., :,":- .' 

, " . ~-, 	 . ', .. ': .,'.... 

• ,~... < t" 

'. 

. ; 

http:lc.::.st
http:0t~G�r,!"l.~.t:L;nshoul,1:,rorthwi.th
http:It:'lo�r.l;.by
http:bO�l".!:;.lb
http:te:,t1unic�ip:.Ll
http:Ger-:.un
http:thin�2.ny


" "II 

'. ,,-,,..,-,, 

"'W'., " -,3: 

';;:'10n 
6...:.i:, it sl1..... 11. 60n1' .... tcchnlc~l' ni:3sion .Jf 
the ;'.J.'!cric..:.n. ~0nc of Occup;j,ti on \';hich sl1_11:. 

..... 'JEx....::tino. ;,.;,n·l cl':"!J:';!fy Jewish roli::;ii.,ius .:.:.01 
,.:.' 	 vlhich . ..:;ro ',n0W in ,or lJD.Y hcr•.; .... ftor c..);:'10 

vf thC'U!11to1 ;;;itatcsF..)rcos f·)r 
in6,t.; the. followin,j, :::ChO::l0: . 

, "';ur .l.\i8 tri....n. Jo.\1S ,0r bT ucr:':l;in 

'. :, ties, 0r by Gcr:..:un ·,n' 


. ,cuItur..:;l ins tl ti.ltions. . ,., 


(2) Objects ~·lfl1i.ch wore 
Unito 1. 8t;.;.tos 


: urrungci:lOntat0 return, tilOi::l.,: . 

" ; " • ',' ......'. : .' " • I " - _ • ': .' 

· : (3)' . ·Objcc.tfJ· whic:1 wore 

... , Unlte1 ..:.it ... tc3 


:.~cnt:3 t.::; r.c. tur n thor.... 
, 
" 

! (4) Objocts' w::lic:i ,c~~nnot be i '!.ontifie ~ 
:; unJ ,_,f thofi rs t t:trco cu tC2,;0I'ios. 

b. En.lo._vvr to. fin: o.n~· to ;:;;.ssist' the. Office, of 

· 'of. tIl", clQ •..:VC s:rts w:lic h ~1':';'VC nut JutC'J::1O 
· ~ boen il:lprvPQrl;/. t.:.lkcn frvr.l, t!lC 

t Jt.:.J.tcs, F,:.rccs. f:::r Gorl:l;,.ny ;.:..n: ".us tri"" •. , 
;'i' .:,', , ..... ', ,", , ' " ... .. ,,; ,.' 

c... · ••occrt... iil. w::l;.;,t ~lobr .... ic.:. ...n ~ J'u!~ic::.: 
: rc ligious ur cultur.:.l vbjoc ts ....rc cuno 1 by 
·pos:.lcssi.;m ·.;,f Q0r::li..n .:.:.n: 
:publicl~; ,:o\'lno: 

· .~;:..n L :.>L:1l1_r. 1m: tl tutions In', the '.l;1oric.':':'1l Zona 
. ,:\"Illo.nov ..,;;r.. 	 '.,'. . 

':":'~'Fr;~~:~~l;"~'"t'o: tL~ll.; rCPv~~',t;(;;"'rosult!] ~;:;f 
~t~lel.porft.:Jrr,w.ncoof 
iG·ancro:..ls,,':;,f< ·tho ;.Unit Q, ~:;' -.It:-'- tos F\.irco.s 

':0r t ... tl1oir ro.spcctiv.c~,:ugonts.>,: ',' ...:., ,:,~,>, 
. ~ : ' I'~ I "' ',' • , . ," . • {' ~ .' 

, '!he ,:cu~~:t:.i.n::rlng,JOnol, .... ls':,.0f;:thc·: . .un:i,to 

, . 'un l' ....~~~ trl<i. :3~1;.;,1+ ..:;n ,th~l r. p_rt.::~ ;". .,.:.'" 


I 

l 	 ,':~"':li:~1it',thC: C~rp'0r~ t1..m' 3 
i 	 '·,iOccup..l..ticm,"~31Vo .1ts~r:l('::lb\.,;rs, free::
I 

.. , '.~... . 
r 
j , ...... ( ..' ,:.;,r.lcrlc...n. :lone·:;;f 
! . , ". 'foc 1,...... n.T such cloric;,,;.l .....n: 
! •.... 

" , 	 ' .. ,,', .,::' ..' :.: "", ,: ";;:'~ :;: ,'''' ':.,'" :' ..'''. ' '. '~, .: 
,~ '. 1 •• 

' '.. 

tho ,Corpor.:::.tiun s11,;,;:.ll h;..V0· bccn·c.on~titu·c! trustoe ;£.i.S ·.:;.f:·rc-. 
li!:li,tc 1 sizclnto 

culturul obJocts 
int0 .thc·posscssi~n 

Gcr~.'l.:.ny .In 1 ..:i.ustri.:. ::..cc()r.l­

«I)' ;'~Ljc c t;J' wi1i~~~" ~/crc "'f'::;~::~orl:T' Civme', 1· by i~':1i vi :u~L~Gcr:~t~~; 
or ...·u:;J tri':'n Jewish cooLluni-·· 

....ustri_nJ0\../l:;:h'phil_ntr..:ropic or, 

rO·l:i.vv~"l·fr.0!n countries to,) which tho 
is n:.:,t rcqi.lirc·!by Qxi:;;tin ..>.intorn_tL,n... l , ' 

. '. 

rcr.:l()v~ 1 frvucountrlos. ·.to .whlch tho 
is reqUire: by cxi.. tip6intorn;..t1..;n.:..l .... rr.:.J.ngo:­

. 

,Jr inclu,:c.1 within 

MilitrJ.r:r· 
,GC)v~rn:,~.:mt .in fin :ing JcvlislirclL...J :)'X3 ..... n ~I culturcll, objects 

Intc:, Qrll:4vc 
pos:;cssL.m .vf.t:To, un,i to. 1 

.' ... '.. ," .. : 
..:.n·! i/!~t vtl1cr JOWiS:1 

or in the. 
"~ustri~n, st..l.to",;,:::.unicip_l . .:..n: .:.th\." 

or, ~~1.:..int.:.:.inc l; Iibr~rics, ::lrc:11vos,·::,lUS01.lrlS: .. 
of OCCUR;", tLm, 

~n 1;" !l'::'\7ev(.,rthoJ~ 'wore.. ,4i.cquiro.,! .bJ~:such. Instl tution5.·. 
, '.', 

its ;lc,tiVltl~,s, ~.n;,!~ .. 
t!10. f..;;rcgolng:i'unc1;;.luns.:t0; 1;;M .Gon:.J;,;;n'.~+ng 

f 0r.~;,9-c;r~1.:.nj.un.l A1.l.s,trla,' 
,::,,~, .... ' ", 

.", . t ' }' J. ' . 

3t:... toa, F0r.ccsf<.J.r Gcrn..ny'·: " 

uis s'i.:m;·in't~.thc·:~r.lcr~c.:.r( ,Zone/:of' . " ..~"':. 
:-,ccc.ss .t~:','~11,pl:~90si,.1n', 

.·.·.w~ichJowish.rell;LJu's· or' "pultur;:..l'ubJccts·,.lrc: kept. or,'·:·. " 
: .'.st0rc.:'~:;..n;1:,in. goner:...:l,.' f~ccl..)l:l';0f,'r:lvvc::icn~t.,:throuo.~.::>ut. c~he', " : 

OCCUp.:.i.ti,0n,>~ .:,m.f pr'::vl.1c,thCl:t \7fth huusin;;;·. '. ' 
0thor, ;..ssis·t:.:.nco u.n!;' such, tr.:.J.ns­

..··.,,~~~,~~~~El~:1~;0Fc~":,~,~~~:;;~~~r;~;~~~,~~;:~;~cbalily .nc.c.css:ry._ 
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fu 	 deIzc:.:.n! t:;.ko 'Int..:,t:.1<.;lr possossI0n Jey/ish relisious .:on! '. 
qultur:.-.l·.)bjccts inclu lc 1·'.1Ithln ....ny of the :::b'JVC c;:,;.to­
G.)rics w::lich .1rc,fr'Jr.l tL1C t::: tL1c ~lsGovoreTb:r tho C0rpo­

'rc.:tion's r:'liss Lm. " .. ' 

0::., S~'izc ~ri r ,t.:ikc, Int;) theIr l?vs~Qssion :.:11 Hobr·,:.:.ic ... ,,' J:ul;..ic,;;. , 
...n.1 '''>,th(;r.JO'i/Lsll r,~li..:..iuulJ ;;;,.n1 cultur.:.:.l objects whIch'.:l ro : 

, uHnc~,bJ0r in the. puQscssi,,:;n' of,.(}qrl.l ...n ..:..n,1,l',:ustrLn ,.st:ito,.· 
r.lunicip::l ,:::.n ~,'otllor, publicly ow-nc:' ,)r n.::.int::.:.inol libr:-,-r.ios, ," 
'rc''livos "'luscuns ·n.,1:si",ulJ.r instittiti·::ms.""c ' "-,.,:',,..;.; ,.. ,"....... ... - - "",'.~., ", ....... ,. ~', ..~ .... ,- ,'" ~. ~',.. ..... .:~"'~ 


.' ". . _ .' 'Lt ,;.:." • ~' " ~.'.1 ~ .\~.",. • .. 

4., ,'rho C . .;rp..:'r...:. tLm, '.:lS trusteo 'of ·t~'lO JOWiS:'1 roli.;ivUD ....n: cultur­
, ,..;.1 ..;.bjocts rhich,sh_ll be tr;.lnsferrc.:. t • .;; it,- s!1i.i.ll h ....vo: tho . 

f:.;:llCl';ling pr.;ners,:utics ...n: functivns: ., 
. , 	 , , .,' ,4. 

'l'll~ 'Corp,x :..,·tivri,r:lJ.lY· t.:..l{C pus;;c8sivn cif, .:..n.f .TC1'1.;VQ to .:i-iy' 
l.;l...cc ,in '""r ,)utsLle0f Gcr,::.'l,;\ny,. the Jc.wishr<.iligious~n:~ . 
cultur ....I objects. wllich-aro ,tr.:..nsfc;rre:~',tv ,it ~s:tr'L\stou,: ,.;.t 
SUC:1"tL:.1C vrtir.1cs.,.m 1.in .such, l.:;ts ;...::l the; C.jrp.:':l'_.tL.m sh... L 
·locr.1 ... ~vis'-i.blc.' .. 

-', :" 	 <':',' '.~. : . " ; ;,,~. .:: .:-.: '.. ',- .... 
b~ ..Tho "C:·.:.;rp·.;r ... tL:msh...ll ;:is.p:;;so;·;\';".f'suc'h :';)bj(;c,ts1n.thc' .. ,'J, 

f)ll,)win;;. r.L.nnor~. 

(1) '. ObJ.oc t's which c.:.:.n bc'-i. ~oqu;;:;.tciy.-i ~(;ntifie ~';':"8 h....ving 
· been 'Jvmc,: by, in 11vi1u.... l.Jews.s!.1;;.,11 .bc,rcst.)rc 1 . t;) ·.their 

forme rC)\'ffiors ,)r tv their log;..:. 1 successors if cL;.ir.10.: by 
l th(;r.1 upon pr":;;vf of' ;:)\'1ncrs~lip s.:..tisfuctory tv thcCorp0r,.. tL·nj 
! brut, ....ny such,;;bj.cc ts .whIch;;;.rc .0.'.mcr,loss ,.or· uncL.il:1C l-.or 

· tho 'cl:;.ir.1S .tv "/!lich"'.:;;.rc n0.t.'s·a.tis,fllct:'r:i1y os t;;;.blisho1 sh;. . .!lI 
j 
, • be,' ;isposo.1 'of ,;;;.s pr,.::v.i:c 1 in :sub-p;.;.r.:;.gr...ph (4) of :this' .' 

',' p..::.r.:..crc;.ph... " i:.:,_ ,::.,;"., r. ,,' , ',.'. ,. 

(2)'. Objocts whic:'1.c.:;.n' be ..i.lcqu-tolyi.~cnti:f.'io.1 :lS h::.:.ving '., 
qC(m::..-:'VlnG: )::lY' ";',.' ..:rOWisl'lLcql;:C;;lUni t:r (~ih1ch ~l':"S' liJ·urvlv:cT or boon 

1 
i roc,~'ns;titutc \ s:1_11 b( ',restqrc.~ :tc: tho., cor.r:,lUni ty, ..1f: .. ' 
,I 
I : c'l::.in.c l>by'i t, u1),:m "pro of..If:::'.;wncr. ship:. s ... tisf~,c.tv~:1.,:'t;o .t)1.C '. 

, ,·C'.::rp0r.:.:. tlvn •. lr... IJr:)p . .)r tic'n.·, to, tl1c i pr:;spec ti v,o .. rq,lie;l'Jus .iil 1! 	 7 

i 	 •c.'ll tnr"",l nc.o 13 ;)f. ,t~1C .• CQEll::unl,t:r,;;.;.n : ,:,i.ts LC..;.p~cl tY':}tqc;rc. t~.in, 

II 
.. :c..;;;ro;·f·.;;g:;.::':':'n..l ,Us·csuc:.1..:QbJc,c ts·f,.::r .thci'r ..ipPt9pri~t~ "rc11­
·.gi,JuS::.::.n,l" cultur.::..l,purp,?;.>es,··,,;,s 1ot(;rf.1ine::! by thcC.Jrpo­

;r;;;. t1..m.·. Obj Gcts f.:.:.ll1n..:;,;i1 t:1in rl1s' c.:..to[;.)ry which ;...ro . 
'. l'a'tmcx'1:oss, ·~runcl.,;.il:lO,:.:.:)r· the con ~ltLms of ,:':;11080 rosti- " 

·;tuti ..m ·'-:;;ron·jt,·s,i tlsfic 2' sh_li,l)c ·;·lisp0se t·..)!' ....sprovi!o 1" 
,.,in '5ub-:p.:.:.r;;.gr.!J.ph··(M:· .uf tl:lis, p...r;:;.gr;.o.ph.; . ': . ..... . ,' .. 

,; l 

:.:(:3) .'ObjCCtSW!lich ciln bel;:' lciqu.itoly;.:lJq~tf~10,!:.;.;.s::i-wvin¢ . 
beon 0wnCJ by a Joy/Ish pllil;;.nthI>op1cor culturLl insti,..'.. , .. ,', 

, .' ; ..tutL::n. Which, s:till;.·oxists~1.:,S!l.;,llbEJ ros tol('d1'.. to,,·the f~a t~.f:, ::' .'. 
tutlon,if,cl...1oo.1 by .1t,:.·upon. p:c:uof'i::i~..:.,tif!,f...qtcr:r t.;; trio .':: 
Corp.:>I';'" tivn;. of yvmorship .:..n,~ vf'the; insti tutLm 's c;.:.pw.cit'.r 
to uso such objects fJr .:thc. ph1l..:.nthroplc or. cultur.:.:.l pur­

.. pvSGS fur w:J.1ch they vlor\;,-"inten·le·.r~'~.;'~:Qbj oc.ts 'f~llirf~ 'wi tl1I11 
t!1is c..:.togory which :.oro ownerless' ,)r uncL..inc·L ,or the c ,m­

,.1iti..:·r.s.. of 1;"/h0Se restitution,;::.ro·n.,t sitisfio 1, sh:::dl. bo .. · 

. '.' .: . 

'if:"~,' . lisposo 1 of""s~ pr:)vI :0 1 ,in sub-p:::.r-Gr..;,ph (4)' of this· . 
.: 	 . 

" .'"'. :, 
\, -~' 

j,' ;' 
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'(4) 'Objec,ts w!J.ich: c.:.:.nn6t b6 .:.:.~oqui.ltoly"11cntifi·c~. ':':':3, in­
clulcl in c ... tGG,)rics (I'), (2), ...nJ (3), 'objects vlhichc.:;.n 

" bo, so i' ~Qntific.! butvihich ;...re i.)Vlnerloss IJr, uncI ... i::lO! or , 
,I, 'tho cun:ltions uf.·nh,)sc'rc.':3tituti0n .:;.rc,not, s.:;.tisficl, ;.ml· 

,01;)joctS t ...kcn,:f)~():.l Gcr:".:;.r:tun: -,:.ustr1:..n st..i.tc,:,1Unlclp... I c.n.1 

./1·:'.········//'1."
I •.•• • 

" ·othor· p\lblic IY»)\"JncT or ::mint.:.:.lno ~ ins.tl tutions sluII' bo .': 
... ; :istr1buto ~·:':'li;';'ngJowl5.1 reli;;i ;Jus . .:..n: c ul tur;iI insti tuti,jns 
:'throughout.,the. vl;..;r't! upoIl such. c~n Ii ti..:lns .is the· G0rpvr.... tLm 
':'scas fft··to itlposc'_n 1 in. such: :~tc..nnor i..l.S will in' thcjulg­ . 

:Jont of t:10 (;,;-rpvr;.. ti·;,m: bcs,tscrve the reli;.::;iu~s <.::.n: cultur­
'.....1' nct:.: :S.· of t~10 Jowish.·l)ooplo ...n·l QSj,)(;c1_I.ly of tho sur­

~:. viv,ing' ~ict;::lS ,vf _!I~~i,' p~rst?c,ll:ti~~" un t s~,,~is.f:r tho '.~csiro " 
,:;;f tho Jewish pOOpJ:Ct0 'iJi.:.y' tr.ibut.c tv. t~l..:lso·victi:ns.Vlho .•' 
'lil 'no~ '::SUr.yi'{()·,.,:,s,; ·fvr:eJ{~:~lpI()~,. b1ost.:.b11shirig ..:. .libr.:.;,ry 

,;. in "tholieprc~r' Ur:-ivorslty'in' P..,."lc s,tine,,:-s.';;;'·::le::liJri.;;;l.'to,·' . 
". th,uSO ~:1-rtJ·r.s forthc~r' .. 1:':-.;:1t,h~_ . 

,: C.'''':1':1~:':~O~1;6r~'~1~~~';sli;;''li·',~~~c·;~U~·h furt!ler PO\'1ors'~'s':'~;'C 
. " neccss .... ry, :"J.:>proprL;. to or ,c0n-iicnicn t for tho ,cxccut16n of 
:' its trust. ,,',':. > -~"'. :.. " . -... 

" :. , .. ' ': "" 

5. Ib' 'or 10r .·t~ is:3ist '..:.nT f:lcili t_ to t~c ·:c~ccuticn, "~f tho J C.... rp.J­
'r~tLn>fo trust,t:1c··jfficci..if f.1ilit_ry l.lovcrn:·lcnt .::If tho Unitel 

3t..:. t;e.s \1il1': ")';,< ;'.'":,, . " ,".' ':,: '. . 

. -.',' 
~ ,,' 

: \ ..' . 

,.' ~~,."" 

~~.'.' . T.:;.kc· Ioln! ro tuin' pJssess ion -of "un : ,S.:.:.fcgu.:..r l' t'hc .Jcvrish' 
, . rcll':';hms ..:.n:- cultl.:u;· .... l '.Jbjects tr..:·~nsferrc 1 t.J t:'1C C.Jrpo­
, r ...ti~n ~s trusteo until, ~s provi!c: in p~r~gr~ph4~ horc­

.' pf-/ ·t!1C? : Cur:~'dr~'.tidn'. s:lu.ll_ 'clc·ct "t'9' ::·~~ka.' pos's'csDiqn. tl1.crcof~"
+-", . I • ,.,." .,. . • <. .;' •• 

. ' b. ""At ·t:ic '0' x,cinso' 'of Ger::-:.::..ny· or ·.)f tl1cG·cr:];;.nL.ci.cn "!cr, piJ.clc ·.:,;.n T 
'. tr.:.nsport t'-J points within .Ger::l...ny ,-nY.Austria. such ;of the' 
"Jewil3:'1relidL;;us .... n1 cultur:..l~.vbj6ct::i ·tr;;;'nsferrc "! t.;) the. .

" " 

C0rpor ... ti..m .•i:O ..trustee ...;5, the .C0r~Jdri..:. thm, -all.... l1 i.l.llot. to 
t. 'J~r'.l""n .or ••U$ tri~ri!h'-Jovir8h 2CQt1::;uhi:tfe~f~:qI"':tristitUt1:'5n's, .:..n; 
,.tu the .Gc.rr.1...n urAustrLm. bur' ;i;;;r;:sUch:"vf."tl!(,; so ;,)bJccts .::.s: 

·x;: the Cvrpvr:...tj,:.:,;:n,- s':};.:.llo1(;ct t.J.:ro::rvvc .fru!.l,..u-cru...ny or:::, .. 
>,~us,trL::.,t..s'.,;tI1CC<"SCi,1.::~y.bo ~<i; ,';:,' .: .• ~: ,·.t,. .'..,' , 

. c.' RenIer such othorservicos to,:·~•.m.'. ··pru.yt~e·,,:th(;"Curpori.. ti CI~ 
wi thsucl1 ·.,itho'r f:;'ci1i ties. :..:.s· r.~ 7 bc.nocoss;;.ry· .tv cn::.ble.i t 

.;' to oxecute; '-tstrust. ...' ... ;...;~.:, ':,,;;.C.,,~,::" "" ..... 

·..·i.. 
, . . .. , ' " 

Very respectfully yuurs J • 

: ,:' 'I' 
<~ ~:., ,'.' :, ,,' 

'" :' 

.... ',.' 

, . 

,.:.:;" t;o~:u ss10n":on:.c.;ur.opc~n·.rG~vlsh··Cuitur~i:· 
."i.Rcconst:\lc tlon... ';., 

.. ',':' .. ' 

" '.' 
" ) '. 

· .. by
------=J....o-r-o-lJO-· Ric11':"01 

..,.. ' 

". ActinJ' Ch... irron> 
". ' 

".', 
.) .,,' 

.' ~ .' 

';,' ;,: 
" ..... ,. 



the Allied Armies advanced. towards and into 
Germany' from the West,the . Germans moved to Therosienstadt and, 

fo'r safekeeping. some of tho rarast' 
and more valua.ble Jewish religious and cultural traasllrOs which they 

seimd andconfiscated,regnrdless of their situs whentakonby 
When. the. ,Germans' capitulatod. tli.e~e objects. none or few of 

Czechoslovp...kian in origin. 'were, and:we are informed that 
Neither the Government nor tho 

J e,."s of that country hnvo any legal. or, mornl right to retnin these 
On the contrnry,they should be retu.rned,to the Amor1c:l:l, 

that the United Sto.tesrrJ.'1.Y perform its: obli­
gations under' existing bternationo.l agrcel'!lents 'llii th respect to, tho 

o.s are, comprehended by those 
r.nd c.;:,w disposo of the.rem1'.ind6r of such objects as, 

you of this dnte•. 

that the Government of tho United 
St6.tcs forthwith enter into negotiations '.'lith the Czechoslovakian. 

• , 

Veryr<:)spectful1;r yOurs, 
..'" 

The, COllll!1issioLl ,0 ~':Europen.n JOlod~h d.tl:tu;o.!'. 
, Reconstruction ,:, 

Joroeo Michnel 
Acting Chnirman '" 
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..i . other plac~s' in' Czechoslovakia, 
!. 

'had 

.' 

" ' 

, .­

, them. 
which were 

objects. 
ZOLle 

agreements, 
proposed in our other letter to 

We.th~:rcf~re. u.rgcntlyrequest 

, Government to' tha.t end. 

, ; 

.;he: Of\ 

.. 1' 

't" .. "'.. 

' 

General J. H. Hilldring 
Assistant. Secretary of State 

"Department of State 
Washington 25,.D•. Co ·; 

Dear' General Hilldring: 

. ~"'e are informed that as 

they stillc.re. in. Czechoslovnkia. 

of OCcup1'.tion so 

restitu.tion of 'SUCh of these objects 

~ )M\1 
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~·I 
to. ~andUm. ot ~en~ at 1.5 J'ebl'U8l7 J.949 
S",bJ8~....~ OUJ."UJ.'al h.opefty' . 

. l~' ~Uant to, 1jhe intont ot the bu10 egl"eement Qt lS """uaJ:'f 1949 
\'\ t~t J§D,i.ttno.. "Ul ao.t AD ... 1». r.oei~ O81'tai,u 1eW1t1h Mtural 

.~. '.' :,tF t~ ,.~~ 1180;P~ .,. in tilJt;rtbut1D& it to SUOh plibUo" .' 
q .... ,.~~: hli.S1faJ.8. ouli~ Ol' "etiolUl11DltitutioD8 8& it ... ft-. 
~o~'~a: tn the ~,..at ~';poI'IICttuatiq lem1.sh .ert an4~~!'-~':""~~ , 

i "';l'al:l~en'~4~b.el'el;>y t~~:tbfc,1OIl."~~DG.;.'~9~~.lJ 3M JaaDUSqJ.'ijts. ,.l1s:te4~"~·", 
( '~rftAe''i.t~.lisd iD'vell't'Qrf~eDt·,~~O:~.-~~~Pt..9f c?4. ~~ ~941. ~loaD.~Consu1__ 
I i ~:qer~"-J~em,~ .~~:,.e8t;il'1e. ~o~iB1D~r al1'ou1~al-Fo~t1~B mo~cl ~1D::..;: 
i , 9P.f;fj.~~1~-~1~i1t #Cit3J)ttenbaohAl'Oh1'9&l I}ep~t.J1e~e~. 1f~.1~Qm aDd, 
I 

I 

lllaOed-.:tn-ou;tocb'··ot~_--tl'l0e4·....t1 ...1.1bi-' 'u""Bebzo . ,. Unt ftf" '. :-- .D 
I 

I
I \~~l~-:~947:~\"- '--' '~-~'-'"'--'~'-7'- --~£L"" ~ ___!l•. -. '1 ..w._. .~. •. J>JLo 

I iI 

I I 

I 

I 

f. "'ilf~l)::-ft~~~1.-c)t ~tbi .l~-ot· _eBe-_wsori~tlnm4'w1tht~ 
,,~~~~tl1a~-fi:·~~~~(!. 81'8. ldel'ltlt1ab1fl. ~.;nc~. J!e~"Y",!,I

I 

! to Ull4eI'take .to siw . 1ateDOtioe ·t.- OWllCr'-'O!' ldiat1tiable WarD that 
I 

i 

I 

t.he~· woJ.~- Vl~U:~~4il,~-': .tG~tlt8'r~ght~ 9. ~7 mj,· ~~.~~the~l'ight~t 
I oar.tif a~'~t9.Ptq__.~~_~. ~pt~~axid·lDiaJ'allDfr1n~translt!.

~ ,'. " ! I' . , - - -~ ,. • ~.-. ­

3" .1Dlt.. lno••~apees to furlUsh to CMlUS. Bez>Un. ~. copies 
of t¥..1ett~:rQ of 1\O~i.e lse~ec1 to the ldenUf1lild GIllet's and to turn1ah . 
r~port~,to O&'iOOS &t 9~ lxl'tervals as to del1veries which have .been. meae.. 

4~ ManusCA.'1pt, ~Se 8OUl'Ot is unidentifiable lno1udedln this sli1Ji1Dlent.· 
to bi48:~et'lDin.e4 aDd ~ b,y a Ms1gDated Npl'eeentaUve ot ~. ho•• and 
a re~BElntat1~ to be designated b1 the u.s. IUl1taJ:')'" ~ will'be trans­
tm~dto~'~~on .1m.pl.e.~andum moeiptl![... ·t~~s~;J.~~·Pio'9iso ·t~t7_. 
~:~e'~J.:::rr~F~.d~~=~~:~a1iite~ .~.t.hJJ.oultural_herltagel 
' ....... -_.. -.- .,,'_.. .. . , "" .... 


.s~ ~ ld~ult1tj.'a~le ~ipts lnciluded ~ th1$ IIldilaent. to be 
;i de,t~~Deo. a~ asned u.on·b1 a l'e;p:resen.tatlve of _. 'lDsC. and &l'8presen1iat1w 
,i ~o .~"detil;lsi1B~d byt~ U.S. M111tai7 anez... wiU1Je tl'allStenocl on custci4,v 

r~.~lipt ptovW»S tbat'tlle1CR. x.. wiU maintain these WCI'lrs. 11Ul fiEilk tl1~ 
. I, 2;'1ptfWl; ()WII8I"1" f11ld ,,'u .11... them to p:ropai'l¥ identified tla1maJ:\ts aB .st8~d 
J .p~.aph" ••• 01' w1U del1'9W'811Y ot them to e rishtful owner('Q.~·of 
1 
I 

'b:J,.pp~JiS 'aiul 1uuranoeiio be barne by tbe ovner.) on inst:ru.otion fJ'om the V~$., 
~~n.t;J· , ... ' 

6;.. ~. _ • .,.. 1;0 aooept tuUoustoq ot these properties as lOon as"
\ aeoe~8' thereto 0aA 1».&01ne4 in lewaal_. aDtl $m.e418tely tllereaiteZ' ln1tiat.&

_toil 'to ~~~1tfJ ~'.O.8 ot _ idenUt1a'l4eWOl'Jra. .'
\ 

"." 

. 

. 

i 
i , '."! " 

http:bi48:~et'lDin.e4
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l.IS! or FILlS 

1. A.DVlBCIll' COQ15: fZII 
.' 

C~.. 
JiIIMr'&IIda 

JIlDatu . 


1& .&:8.CBIVII 

Arch1T&1 ater1al - In York 

Arob.1T&1 Jfater.!al. -. fieaba4eD. 


2 BQW)·or .DiaBcmaS .:; .. 
CorrelpttDdeDoe - IaNll USO-S2 


. BaztOIl 19h8-k9 

Buck 

IoWaIte1ll 

. Duon 
lrederbuah 
Grue-.J.d 
Qeaeral Correspondenoe
BIller . 
In1D 
JI10hael 
I.oaenateia 
Stan" 19b8-b9 

,Ltat ot Bo&rc1 Jl'eaben aDd AdTieory Co.aaittee 
.. JIaaoraAda &D4 JI1Imt.. 19So..S1 

through 19k9 

3 BOOIS - DBPOf. 
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IJmmtoq . 
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19S0 
1949 . 

surplua - Blqueat. - 01'del'8 

b BOOBS - QENBBlL' 

Boot Plat.-

LUte or l4brv1a. 
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· 1m..... Carzrapnd.... ~'Ia1••r 
'Sch08Jlberg4pr 

I.Imdaberav carr-.p~.
:u..t of a.•• 
'JIarJmw ' 

0cJ.ll CcarreapODdeDD.. " 

P.b.otol ottabach Coll8ct.S.on in .. York 

Beque.tI - 1tt.1Dc1ll' 

aeq••tI - CODp'elatiODll 

Req1aeltl - 1'onh SCl"OllI 

Wor14 D1at.r1.bu14oJa 


6 OLlI»I'l8- 19119-50 aDd Othel'8 
B'D&i Britb 
Bl'nar 
Bullca 
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Ibrentrev. 

Gol4ac!a14t (Caba) 

BIlle· 
"""1»DD 
lolb 
BotbM= 
Shapiro 
8iaoD1OD, 
Voplate1D 
other Clai-D\I - Boob 

· 'Oel'SOldal Objeotl " 'lorah 8cro118 
IDcl1rtd:aal ......,ewUh Pa1Dt.1IIga Recovered by mo 

1 coua:no. (
BIltio 

BerllA 

Bral..&u 
Cohen, .rama . . 

. rr&Dk:h.zot J..s..h CClllliard.t7 (l1rcbhe1a) 
· J'raDk.turt Cereaomll Objeotl 

ae1'll&il In.1Ih Iutitut1OD&l 

Guaenh·UI. 

Boahachule 

Iouigabel'l 
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at_mer 
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·.Arealt - !nnl ~ 
BaD-Bona 
Bal.l81' 
'~~'be.ra8l' 

. 9 J'IIlJmllt 1IlftDI 

BaDt Cerreapondence ad Depoa1ta

BUll Pa:14 . 
Budget 
Budpt Co:r:rupoJ'daDae . . 
!xpeDia Aco01l1lt - IuJ.oepi - AreDdt 

BeD-BoriD. 
BlUer 

Fetv Caeh 811118 

Soc1al. Secv1t7 

State 'fa: 

Tax Bnaptiou 

'1'1thbol.d.1Dg 'tal: 
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Boob. 

CeJ.'8JiODial cn,.,acu 

Torah Sc:rollII 


10 IJISU!lA.RCI 

CorrespondaD08 

lIS - har1cl:D lIut'aal 

1IJ .. BuohwJ.4 

BarIIium Stahl 


11 ImAL DOCUIEBrS 

aY-Lna . 
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State' Dapa.rilaellt 
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AatrioaD Jaw1ah B'18tor1aaJ. Soc1et7 
Balt.:1aore Babrn College 
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Buffalo Buzoeau .f Jailh Education 
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Collep' of Jew1ah st;ud1ee, JA,.'An8eles ' .. , ... 
.Calle,_ of JfJld.e st.ud:1e., Ch1oago . .. 
CODpese far Jn18h Cult.ta:'e 

' .. 

. Ib;'opa1e Colltap 

BaboD1a Ccmpregat.1oa 

Babrn Come:I.ecent. Sa. 

Babrew !eacherII Colle,e' 

Jllab:rn !.beologloal C~PJ n_ '- /J ~'. 
Babrn tfD1_ Collep-~ j ~a{. 

JII1'sl.1ah 

J8II18h CO'B'Dd V L1.brar.r 

Jn1sh l4wJat.1oa Cc:mait.tee. 

Ja18h IDat.1tuteof Rellg1cm 

Jewi.h JlU8e.. 

Jn1ah 8aD1tarita " BilBp1tal for Chronic D1aeaee. 

In:t.eh Settlement HoWl8 


Jn18h 'feaahere S-1'''17 

Jn1ah Tbeolog1cal S_1N.1'7 

Jn18h IBltare Board 

Jlaa1tt.a Rabbi Cha1a Berl1n 

Jti.rrer 188h.1va 

ler IIrul 

In' Iort Board. at, Rabbill 

Babb1 SohDeeraolm L1brar7 

RabbSnical College of Tebbe 

Rabb1Jdcal CoUD01l of ~r1_ 

The Tapl.e 
Torah u..orah 

Torah u..orah - Att1l1at.ed Institutions 

'J.'ra1 01 ug Bureau tor J n::l.sh C~naJ. Service 

Wall Street. Synagogue . 

Ia8h1n. of Flatbuah . 

Iesh1v& Oe'eD81 VolosiD. . 

Ieshin. ToI'ILhVocI.Iat4 Jill' I ¥ 
Ie.h1v& tfD1nrait.)r-~ j ~ 

Yidd1 ah Sc1entU'1c lDetitut.e 

Uordat Aroh1v.. 


12& I.IBBARm .Al1D JIOSBIDE - U.S. 1I)lIJ-JEIISB 

Boet.oB Publ1cL1brar7 

B:roo~ Kaleua 

'!rook'qn PUbl10 Library

City Colleg_ 

ColUllbiaVn1Ter81t7 

JJanard., V.Divere1t7 
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John Bopk:1Da Vn1Ter1it7 

Joint VniT81"81ty IJ.bloar7 

IJ.bloar7 at CqJ'8•• 

In Iork Pabl1c I4.brary 

Jfew Iork tJn1T8r81t7 
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World Distribution of Books \ 

Rabbi & 
other relig. 
lit. in Heb. 

Secular lit. 
in Heb. & 
Yidd. 

Judaic in 
Genn. & 
other Euro. 
Lang. 

Yidd. lit. & 
periodicals 
from USSR 

Rare books 
Jewish & 
non-Jewish 

Non-Jewish 
lit. chiefly 
in Genn. 

Periodicals Misc. Surplus Total. dist. Rest. 
Institution! 
Individual 

Total 

Isr. 17,157 41,274 51,725 2,936 34,849 7,167 5,605 182,246 8,977 191,423 

U.S. 37,529 15,577 [6~287 4,166 2,806 7,311 68,592 525 5,318 158,111 8,951 167,062 

Can. 736 - 638 233 136 121 67 2,081 2,031 

Belg. 824 824 824 

Fran. 5,721 968 40 361 604 8193 8,193 

Genn. 3,365 2,830 5,603 16 11,814 11,814 

UK 9,079 7,778 272 172 1,064 18,425 657 19,082 

Holl 1,813 1,813 1,813 

Swe. 339 352 5 696 696 

Swi. 5,766 37 1,177 190 283 7,823 7,843 

So. Afri., 3,230 422 - 2,273 200 118 89 7,269 7,269 

Ausl. 916 380 804 100 . 19 3,307 3,307 

Bol. 308 369 604 1,281 1,281 

Braz. 1,287 20 1,156 
.. 

2,463 2,463 

Chil. 471 20 728 1,219 1,219 

Cos. Rica 249 176 17 442 442 

Ecu. 150 75 225 225 

Mex. 387 20 268 75 114 804 804 

Peru 250 279 -- 529 529 

Uru. 843 168 501 1,670 1,670 

Ven. 152 47 55 456 456 

Othr 2,000 2,000 44 2,044 

Total 94,105 65,298 91,641 4,887 6,409 52,427 9,268 6,801 5,318 419,873 19,400 426,921po"
: ...,) 

o 
:-,,~ 
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World Distribution of Books 

Rabbinics 
& other 
religious 
literature in 
Hebrew 

Secular 
literature in 
Hebrew & 
Yiddish 

Judaica in 
German & 
other Euro. 
Languages 

Yidd.lit. & 
periodicals 
from USSR 

Rare books 
Jewish & 
non-Jewish 

Non-Jewish 
lit. chiefly 
in German. 

Periodicals Miscellaneous Surplus Total 
distribution 

Restitution 
institution 
& 
individual 

Total 

Israel 17,157 41,274 51,725 2,936 34,849 7,167 5,605 182,246 8,977 191,423 

United 
States 

37,529 15,577 16,287 4,166 2,806 7,311 68,592 525 5,318 158,1I1 8,951 167,062 

Canada 736 638 233 136 121 67 2,081 2,031 

Belgium 824 824 824 

France 5,721 968 40 361 604 8193 8,193 

Germany 3,365 2,830 5,603 16 11,814 11,814] 

United 
Kingdom 

9,079 7,778 272 172 1,064 18,425 657 19,082 

I 

Holland 1,813 1,813 1,813 

Sweden 339 352 5 696 696 

Switzerland 5,766 37 1,177 190 283 7,823 7,843 

So. Africa 3,230 422 2,273 ' 200 1I8 89 7,269 7,269 

Australia 916 380 804 100 19 3,307 3,307 

Bolivia 308 369 604 1,281 1,281 

Brazil 1,287 20 1,156 2,463 2,463 

Chile 471 20 728 1,219 1,219 

Costa Rica 249 176 17 442 442 

Ecuador 150 75 225 225 

Mexico 387 20 268 75 114 804 804 

Peru 250 279 529 529 

Uruguay 843 168 501 1,670 1,670 

Venezuela 
\ 

152 47 55 456 456 

Other 2,000 2,000 44 2,044 

Total 94,105 65,298 91,641 4,887 6,409 52,427 9,268 6,801 5,318 419,873 19,400 426,921 
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Jewish Cultural Reconstruction 
I 

Distribution of Books in the U.S. from July 1, 1949 to Jan. 31, 1952 

Name of Institution 

, 

No. of 
Items 
Received! 

No. 
Returned : 

Net 
Received 

Rare Books 
Included 

A; Priority Libraries 
American Jewish Historical 
Soc. N.Y. 

358 
: 

358 

Baltimore Hebrew College, 
Baltimore 

4,554L 2 4,552 132 

Brandeis University, 
Waltham, MA 

1l,288
j 

, 

11,288 28 

College of Jewish Studies, 
Chicago 

7,521 7,521 117 

Dropsie College, Philadelphia 6,7004 1,151 i 5,549 255 
Hebrew Teachers College, 
Boston 

7,275) 7,275 98 

Hebrew Theological College, 
Chicago 

5,946 99 I 5,847 99 

Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati 

9,8206 67 
i 

9,753 268 

Jewish Community Library, 
Los Angeles 

1,061 I 1,061 

Jewish Institute of Religion, 
N.Y. 

10,661 1,281 ,, 9,380 305 

Jewish Theological Seminary, 
N.Y. 

13,320 45 I 13,275 326 
\ 

Mesifta Rabbi Chaim Berlin, 
Brooklyn 

1,282 
I 

! 1,282 

Mesifta Torah Vodaath, 
Brooklyn 

3,713' 3,713 

Ner Israel, Baltimore 4,689 4,689 101 
Rabbinical College of Telshe, 
Cleveland 

156 156 

Yeshiva University, N.Y. 10,5641l 1,157 9,407 218 
Yiddish Scientific Institute, 
N.Y. 

12,36Q~ 679 11,681 64 

I Includes periodicals and newspapers, individual issues, sheets, etc. 
2 Includes one photostat copy of Munich Talmud. Also received half a case with rabbinic fragments. 
3 Includes more than 5,000 non-Jewish books. 
4 Includes 3 incunables. 
5 Includes collection ofVerein die israelitischer Religionslebrer, FrankfurtlM. 
6 Also received some archival material from Nazi archives and the microfilms of the Worms Community 
and Municipal Archives. 
7 Received an additional allocation of 535 books through Torah Umes'orah. 
S Received Sturmer Collection. 
9 Received many Yiddish newspapers which were unbound. The figure is therefore misleading as to actual 
titles. Also received some archival material from the European Hies offices. 



Jewish Cultural Reconstruction 

Distribution of Books in the U.S. from July 1, 1,949 to Jan. 31, 1952 


Name of Institution No. of 
Items 
Received 

~aller Libraries 
i Brith Hillel Foundation 1,073 

Beth Medrash Elyon, Spring 3501l) 
Valley, N.Y. 
Beth Medrash Govoha, 536. 
Lakewood, N.J. 
Herzliah, N.Y. 1,014 
Jewish Edu. Comm., N.Y. 37 

Jewish Teachers Seminary, 1,062 
N.Y. 
Jewish Welfare Board, N.Y. 236 
Mirrer Yeshiva, N.Y. 41,0 
Rabbi Schneersohn Library, 3,294 
Brooklyn 
Yeshiva ofFlatbush, 465 
Brooklyn 
Zionist Archives, N.Y. 2,587 

C. One Time Allocations 
Hebrew Convalescent Home, 182 
N.Y. 
Hebrew Institute of Long 63 11 

Island 
Jewish Sanitarium & Hospital 100 
for Chronic Diseases, 
Brooklyn 
Jewish Settlement Home, 47 
N.Y. 
New York Board of Rabbis 22 
Wall Street Synagogue, N.Y. 52 
Yeshivoth (through Torah 12,013 
Umesorah) 
Scholarly Organizations 318 

D. Non-Jewish Libraries 
Columbia University 2,183 
College ofthe City ofNew 214 
York 
Harvard University 2,166 

No. Net Rare Books , 
Returned Received Included 

448 625 10 
350 

1536 18 

1,014 9 
:37 
, 

35 ,1,027 

,236 36 
:410 10 
: 3,294 19 
: 

' 465 

2,587 

182 

63 

I 100 
I 

47 

22 
52 
12,013 

5,318 

2,183 211 
, 

214 

246 , 1,920 51 

10 Plus 431 volumes through Torah Umesorah. 
11 Plus 129 volumes through Torah Umesorah. 

1 ~)0023.A. ~ ,-. 



Jewish Cultural Reconstruction 

Distribution of Books in the U.S. from July 1, 1949 to Jan. 31, 1952 


Name of Institution No. of 
Items 
Received 

No. 
Returned 

: Net 
Received 

, 

Rare Books 
Included 

Iowa University 185 :185 5 
Johns Hopkins University 45 ,45 

Joint Religious Section, 
Nashville, TN 

423 ;423 

Library of Congress I 5,708 5,708 163 
New York Public Library 2,586 962 1,624 167 
New York University 2,302 4 2,298 36 
University ofPennsYlv9 26 
University of Texas . 5 635 
Yale University 1,509 1,509 169 

TOTAL 158,111 6,176 151,935 2,806 
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Sheet No.1 , ~ t. 
JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, 

WORLD DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS 
NORTH A!lERICA. E U R p E AFRICAUnIted Bel­	 ,Great ° - Hol­ "1lwe­ Sntzer~ 1.1States Canada gium France Germ.any ~ land. den- land ~,~ 

Rabbinics 
&: Other 
Religious 37.5,29 736
Literat. 


, in Hebrew 


Secular 

Literat. 36,683b 


2,830in Hebrew, 	 374,591 15,577 638 
&. Yiddish 	 422 

-i 5,603 7,778 1,117 

, ~, Yidd1shc ' , 
: ' 

;, 	 -,~t 	 Liter.!t' 
Periodicals 4,166
frain msI/., 

40 190 200 

.~." '1,',P.are Books , ' ~ , 16Jewish &: 2,806 121 272Non-Jewish 	 118 

Non-Jewish 
,Literat. 30,22>, , 172, 	 5Chiefl,y in , 4,624 " :7,311
German 

Periodicals!' 7 167&" 

German h 6,222 '1,4)1 ' 

Russiall' 673 7,877 


, Hebre"uh ' 4~3~~1 :15,564 , '
h' ~' ~.~' ~[J 
-- , 

Yiddish 7;0-~ 15,924 

,'~~~op. 3,3671,796 100' 


Total' Period. " " .' ~ 

via N.Y. • 21,693, 6~,..59t-: 100 


lIiscellan. ' 

525 67 


Surplus
'II 

TOTAL 146,616 	 824 7,654 11,814 18,093 1,8]3 696 7,263 5,592
DI~TRIBUT. 35,830 158,111 2,dal 539 332 	 ·580 1,677 

Restitution ,8,9771 5,880 657 
to Institut. 397 
&:'IndiVid. 3,071m "'---' 

TOTAL DIST., 191,423n If>7,.o1>2° 2,03i 824 8,193 11,814 19,082P 1,813 
it RESTIT. ,397 

Returned, 6,176 , 

TOTAL U.S. 160,886 


a This figUre includes someothernon-reliRious 
literature in Hebrew. 


b Includes literature in Yiddish froID tlSSR. 

c Distribution pendine. 

d' Includes 3 incunables. 

e Includes 4 incunables. 

f For periodicals shipped from Gel'l!lal\Y, no cate­

gories ~vailable. , 
,g Includes periodicalrin Yiddish from. USSR 

h Via llew York. 

j This figure is approximate; it incllllies 19 cases 


witil Yiddish neTiSpaperll shipped unopened to I 


Israel via New York. 

k These fieures are, mis1eadi~ as to the actual 


numbers of titles distribu:bed by the tl.Y. de­
pot. All periodicals, whether individual' 
issues or bound volumes, were counted as sine1el 
items. 'Periodicals ~P!?6d from Gemany con­,-", 	 sistedmoetly of bound volumes. !:'eriooie"ls 

f'hiooed from 'the U.S. abroad also consiSted, 




--
--

·... ~'. £:-:a_t?Xl 	 (I{"":::...~ . ',;:lIIt; 	 Po-pc / b-x ~31 'F(J-lrLRf
1841 BROA1JV1AY, NEW YORK 23, N. Y. First Fi3\tre: via Europe' J 

Secona FIrrure: V1a Rew !ork
JULY 1, 1949 - J~!UARY Jl, 19S2 

AlJS;l L A T I N A 11 E R I C A 
0- TmiI'rA ArFen- 130- - Bra-- Costa. Ecia- !!exi- Uru= rene- TOTAL

tina livia \!oil Chile ,. Rica dar co Peru guay zuela Others 

768 2,836 28h ~,287 . 471 249· . 387 250 385 Sl,37S148 21! US8 	 42,730\;~t:~ 
'~<Si 

. ~". 
2'o~ .•..423 	 20I."'"380 369 

~t! 
; 

560 1,500 222 : 1,156 728 176 
244 382 

/ 

100 

1 

19 121 

; 
~ -

173 	 17 

~2~~5 . 25f'l 

272 


1,088 

- -
;9 1..328 4,932 506 2,463 1.219 4112 
10 1,979 121 775 

.......... 


"i .• 
~: 

;r;9 3,307 5,053 1,281 2,463 1,219 4h2 

.::;.' . i 
, , . 

.More than 7,000 of these items were re~ti tuted 
by the Hebrew University Library to Yeshivoth in 
Isra.el. : 
This figure is approxima.teJ 16 cases were: res­
'tituted as closed cases. : 
Includes '. part of the remnants of the Library of 
Breslau Theological Seminar.rl .the HermannrCohen 
collection, the lCirchhe1m collection; thel 
r~ts of the Wuensche collection and the 
remnants of the Jlapu Library. I ' 
,Includes' the IIStuermer" collection and the lib­
rary of :the Verein der israelitischen RellGions­
lehrer in Frank1\lrt/u:. : 
Incl.ude5 the remnants of the library or Hocb­
schule fu~,die Wissenschaft des Judentums. 
Includes part of the remnants or the· 'library 
-of the Breslau Theological Seminary• 
.Includes part,. of the JeWish Commu.nity Library 
I.f Berlin. " ,,'''' 

I 	 'Surplus material. distributed a:m~ lIIembe:qs or 
!scholarly organizations. Thel\e_ar 34 cartons 
I 	 ~.a . "",,">. _ __ 4_--'_' "'_ "+"-O"'A~.: .I 

20 20 - -- 148 152 

150 268 279 	 294 
207 47 

··$S 

75 lS 	 ­

114 

[~~
- 158 202 

-	 , 4 - ... , 
I 
i'~~5 8~ 529 I 	 699 

- i· 971 456 

~ . 

-	 - -' 
225 804 529374- 1,670 456 

2,CtXP· 	 h3,021 
22,217 

72,674 
18,967 

http:Seminar.rl
http:approxima.te
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iEntry Pnrcls?J\ ()t tb II 
File 
Box (0(0 

J ewis.11 Dooloz;s 

Lt. G-anaral LuciuB Clay,

Offioe of Military Gove:t'riment (U.~3) 


1. Thd; ca~le, cOPJ of IIthich il~ l?.nnexed hereto, reject~~ 
·tJ:.l.;~i 19:.copoEml for the telirjjOl'~t4- utilization o:t()'O!Ile of tl1a 

"t?";;~i)...t o·~ ~\T-,,'h._ rif,~1 :. J. ··-t';"i~ .:::)~-/d- - ,,,11 ••~ -"'/";f' o~~,~,..)~-). ...~ ~~t.-:l'''''' ~~,.~ ~, "'!'l:\l t~~-C!
J,-''' 

.1 ..... ••.• \b.L ,·.~rl·." ....0.-:1' .>.. ,,l·,JIJ.,..... <,wi .0·.,,'.11:.(:. _.d. ",.(.;;1;;)... .14wit,(}ld{",Ctll 1: eo: a .I!..!i.l'i8 

to J~'!tlNish lore 0011e otecl a.t :&'r~mkf'UI't and adja,cent places. 
'p:COPQ ~,;~~l 1f1a.::lttud; '~he .American ;Joint Distribution Comrrdtt{;~C \I 

e, ].,UXe$ weL1.tlI0Vf!l f'll"J.G. reHf10rlsihl-:; 1}h11antll.I'Opio agency, opI:1!'at:L.)J.g 
:i.:>:1 -t1:l.:i.s fl!hoatE1!' by attaulif;d 1;.0 mmE.A, bepel,lJw.itted to borroW' 
~:5 1 '1:ro~~urJcflfol' use in J0iwsh :D:i..;~J:t!l\::I,ce(:1. Pel'(i;;(:11.. s Centers. 

E·',.' ....n ",. -; G.·I Qr:' ··j·on of .t"ll'" """,~o·" o ,c .... l' .J. ....~ o':'";r~\n+l"r "-~b"""';o\<:'l 'h.."'l/:;l.~ ~:... '-~' \.~ , .. ,."~....... ..:.. ...:\. 'J...".... v.... C 1;'.... !,J 'I~ Co4t ..\..$.;.;1 \.1\..10 r;;';l \.<Ii OJ ~ • V ".:!.:'...-1, ...... \'V' \;Iv'" • 
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... .' REPRODUCEDATTI'IENATI .. •... - ••,.. n ry Ci\l\,x.J\CA ttOI \ 

File· 
Box 


mOOS¢;l' meB are in th~ '1!heat~r 4\l14 bDove 1nd~eQ. substantia.U1 

oom,leted the seleotlon. !b.$Y aretProfessor Koppel. ~.P1nsQnlt 


'.ro. fe.seor. ot. H1sto~. at. Que.en.. S Oel.l..·eg~t New Yor.rk, Edit.OJ" .Of 

Je\viell ~twi1S!fJI Se.,ta.'ry of. Oomm,1Blon for Eu.ropean
Jewish ~~~ iteocnstru.ct1on, Vlce-o~ 'of Aoademie OO1Li?eil 
of JaVd.Bh :ael.m.t.ion•• bbb:1 Ale...x.n.der ROSerl'Oargt.· .. l!J!el.niber of Ex(/)­
ou1;1v$ OoID.lId:tta@ of Union 0f (;Wth~dox Rabbis, rounder and 0X­
;pr001dGt o~ Ralib1n1oal Oouno11 of Alial?lc~t 6.\\tho)?1tr :il'l the 


. field of Itabb1a1c ScholarsMp, ProfeQsOJ1 1~1Il Se:r (whO baa 
r~oent.1y lei.t .t.n.e.· .. r> ·_.en_ 	 .. ~.J....~'e.t~:tTe.w:--.yt).~~;y... 	 ..... !t.M.•.B.t.a .•. De.'.' .. ....!~.. !.e_~~._.!_.a._.....(Jg ...v"'1oe-presldat .ofJ¥l~.~"8_~bA~I~~J?J!JL~,, ~ JI~~etly~q-.11ti.0t,1.1 

~~-~$~~~~-=~~l<tc)lQJ'l.~~!l_w:Oitla.-'1l2:"no;:-wal-l?~e;~p~1:ce:-:~~~p~e~ _ 


[s(iJ~a~.i.-·~f#'b:e. -'~si.:r:lo~f-::r~!~,~d. ",va1t~@Ae~o~~t1!il!~:..~~"tnet 

P9J.::1fiQt1~~nor--1nt$rter~-w$tl.;Ll~s~_reatoration.-,to;._r1ihtM~~~J 

eiv1ier~.f .-------.---- . 


. ; 0 . !h1s cOlnmittee ~QW ttp the, f~Uow~ rules and pr~

cedur@s togQ1de them in the work ~f aeleo'~oal . 


.' 	 ' 

~ . e. That no book be ~orr()weQ that is in ~ weq un.... 

UGt\al9 . irreplaoeablelt v~ry Ta.luabl.e, er very tt1ff:iottlt to ~X'fI. 

ou:ra. _._~- --~_ .. 


llj.•_m~t"lrc 'bjQk,,-be-w1tl'ubi_-_~jjha.I'_Jjas~J3eeii'1ia:t~b"....v_"._ 
~1.'jijiitr~=is ~tb,e:~pl"oper"ty._of~~~~~~@i'tf11nit1en.-or·-i.nd1tv1iu~,il.• j! 

'. . '. More illlpO;"tatlt,hOWEllv". for the. pl"o1~eGtion of. PGs16i~~l' 
owners of these books is thefaet 'tllat the p?elpGsetl wit~W&u '" , 
1e by the "y of tit. ~GJjl~to-·a~l'iilJiue~:rY:~_!,,~l3poni?j.bi~=-_~J<~il~Z:-$~ 
t~4)ii!. .."--- . 

6. .Attention is invit.ed to tha fa.ct 'that the colleotioX'$.ID 
.' 	 u.nder d1souaaion cOllettt'rufSe the lGot assEu'jlb~~d. by the I'Ea.z1tp 

Ollt Of' Jewish lib:panee .end ccmml.m1ties in th.e va1!ious parte

of Europe. 


7 0 It is s1.igg65ted that to prevent tAft US{\) of ·'tlieae 

books. at a time whenthel's are no praQtlcBble al·~ema.tivee; 

out of defersnos 11Q p(lsGible 04,iil.im.$ .dO'tlt of reB8J.'Id .to' af.i.... 

ministrat1ve .' oo~11cations ie tQ attach g.wS(;l..tf;r· s.1p1fican~e 

to the less ra1her thai1 the moire ~one.nt oonsitl,rat1ons. 


e. For the :torego:tn.g reasou I rfloomm~nd th/i2.t th~ pro"'> 

po~~d loan be wmthoris~i and d1r$et0~. I 


1 2 I) f) '10 
,L U hot ~ 

http:04,iil.im
http:colleotioX'$.ID
http:invit.ed
mailto:tb,e:~pl"oper"ty._of~~~~~~@i'tf11nit1en.-or�-i.nd1tv1iu~,il
http:substantia.U1
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Dear Judge Itidk1adl 

. . ~~~l.:~~olei=~4-cJl1e~t.c:i(jligowlEH;'-B:e::'7our=aiter . 
ftf--7c-J~.~.:::-_t9AE)~.11,_c:,rrdJ1g·:dewtSll-'-h,olc~:~ . .... , 
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. Si.D;0(l)%'$'1l, 

DRYAD .. LitM:l:~· .:8riS=:I~n::~ .GoB.e .• 
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e light 
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JEWISH LIFE IN LIBERATED GERMANY 
profess 

Menschheit erwache! Rette deine kinder} 
Das neue, im Dunkeln irrende Geschlecht! 

(Leokadja Justmann, Gestapo prison, 
Innsbruck, 1944) 

The. term DP stands for Displaced Person. It reLcrred originally to 
· those milIions of non~Germans wh") were found by the Allied armies when 
· they.liberated German territory. The great majority ·of these people, 
'~ith the help of the military and UNRRA, 'were repatriated and sent 

wledge· · back to their countries of origin-to France, Belgium, Holland, Norway,
politi­ · Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and the USSSR. But about one million 
Jewry.. ' non-Germans, officially das~ed DP's, remained in Germany, Austria and 

Italy, and are considered non-repatriable. These people may roughly be 
~e per­ divided into three categories: (I) Non-repatriable non-Jews from Poland,
t been the' Baltic States and the 	USSR, who are genuine DP's, in the sense that 
lies of . they were uprooted from their homes and forcibly brought by the Ger­
by re­

• The. presem stUdy is based primarily upon a record of the personal observations and.lue of 
experiences of the author, who spent the .period between October 1945 and September 1946 

under in Germany as Education:!l Director for Displaced· Jews in Germany and Austria for the. 
American Joim' Distribution Commi'ttee. During this period the author lived in D P 'camps, .gram. 
traveled over' 30,000 miles, visited almost all the more importa.nt DP camps' in all of 

to all Germany; eXc!usi"e of' the Russian Zone (the Russian authorities claim there are no . 
whose 	 Displaced Persons in their zone and do not permit olltsid~ relief workers to operate in their 


area). met and talked with repreSentatives of all groups and parties, and followed closely the
y free 
literature rel~ting to the' problems of Displaced Jews in Germany. Documentation of the' 

\ and, kind usually expected for scholarly. articles is, in this case, not only impossible but .'may 


:"S and even be dangerous and misleading.. The reponing by American Jewish journalists from 

Germany has thus far been unreliable and untrustworthy on many of the aspects of this 
herish problem. Among the relief workers operating in Germany there were very few trained social 

n that 	 scIentists who also had an adequate background in Jewish studies; and all members of 

UlS'RRA teams and the J.D.C. were, particularly in the first year after liberation, too pressed 

and harassed by the elementary problems ?f food, clothing and shelter, to be able to .de\·ote 
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now ments. But German Jews and Jews from the Eastern European countries 

nces remain in Germany waiting for res~ttlement elsewhere: 
. .oles, 

Population and Distribution
: all. 
most Jewish Displace<;l Person's 'in Germany. number now about 200,000.2 

latic Only about 10,000 of these are natives 6f Germany. The great majority 
5 for of German Jews had eitherem'igrated before 1939 or were extenninated 
just after that. Most of the Jews in Germany today, therefore, are Jews from 

[azis. the East-from Poland, Hungary, Russia, the Baltic Countries, the Car­
L the patho-Russian region (formerly Czechoslovakia) , and small numbers from 
these Rumania and Greece. These Jews may in turn be divided into three 
'oups groups: (a) There are the original inmates, of the concentration and' 
I the labor camps "'ho :were liberated by the Allied armies-those who managed· 
nans. to survive the hells of Treblinka, Maidanek, Buchenwald, Dachau, Maut­
:sible hausen,. Bergen-Belsen, Theresienstadt, Stutthof, the Silesian labor camps 
who and similar places. These are known as kotzetler or kotzetniks.. a term 
Nazi coined from kotiet (concentration camp). They were the only Jews left in 
f the Germany iA 1945, except for isolated Jews who had evaded the Nazis or 
~hey, a few "priviIegeq..J ews," who had been. spared because of marriage to 
lnce, "Aryans;" A rough estimate of the number of Jewish DP's at the time 
rmer of the German capitulatio.n would. be about 60,000.3 They consisted 
vern- almost entirely of men and ,\:omen between the ages of 18-45. There 

: were were practically no childrep and no older persons. Neither. of these 
~ports. latter categories fitted into the slave labor program of the Nazis, and they
,either 

were sent to extermination in the death chambers and crematoria.jective 
lSive1y (b) The kotzetler began to be joined in the fall of 1945. by the Partisans. 
. than These were the young men and women who had escaped from the ghet­,n the 
'e best tos and death transports and who had joined the guerrilla bands operating 
'eports against the Nazis on the Eastern front and in. the Balkans.' They had 
)r the 

• Population figures for Displaced Jews are to be.treated with a great deal of reserve and1 have. 

.n the caution. Up.' to the end of' 1946 there were no reliable agencies for accurate statistical 


compilation. Registration figures at the DP centers. were at times too high and at times too e best 
Inuary low. Many Jews were registered at more than one camp; .very few ever bothered checking 

out when they left a camp. 	UNRRA directors took advantage of higher figures in order toth the 
get a little more food rations and thus add to the scanty ration allotted to each individual., from 
Population figures quoted here are given only as rough estimates and taken from sources 
the author considered to be most reliable and best informed. ;cbools 

• The figure usually given at 	the ,time was 100,000 and that is the origin of the demando uni· 
lc.s 	 are for 100,000 certificates to Palestine. That figure was regarded by most competent observers, 

however~ as too high . 

.' i \:' ~•. ~ ,., 
....()00'34

/ .... 
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105JEWISH LIFE, IN LIBERATED GERMANY 

had not lost completely a sense of organized community life. who had been 

able to maintain contacts with cultural institutions':"with schools, syna­

gogues. libraries, etc. As a result they contain a 'larger percentage of 

intellectuals than any of the' other DP groups and are gradually assuming 

a leading role in the cultural life of the. D P camps. 


, , The overwhelming majority of l~ws iii Germany live in what are 
technically known as DP Assembly <;:enters or'more commonly as DP 
camps. The term DP' camp is, in reali~y, only a juristic concept. For, 
otherwise DP camps present a' varied picture. Some, like Landsberg, 
Feldafing, Fohrenwald; Belsen or Eschwege, are' former German' military 
barracks and present all the familiar featur:es of barrack life. ' 'Others, 
like Lampertheim and Zeihheim,' are entirely of a different chaqcter; 
here German homes were evacuated and Jewish DP's lI!-0ved into,them. 
Outlvardly the appearance of ~he camp is that of a typical small town 
with certain of the streets of one- or two-story houses inhabited by Jews. 
There are·no barracks, no gates, no large buildings. In Stuttgart the Jew­

, ish ,DP camp is but a 'group of apartment' buildings on Reinsburger 
Strasse, while in Stuttgart-Degerloch it is a former sanitarium situated 
beautifully on top of a ;hill. In some instances, hotels or summer resort ' 
places were taken over and putat the__~isposal of Jewish DP's, as in the' 

, beautiful DP ceruer at, Heidenheim, nestled in the hills, or in the Kar­
wendel Hotel in Mittenwald. Still in other cases hospitals were utilized, 

.'for this purpose, as in' Gauting or in St.Ottilien, the latter a former, 

~ilitary hospital and' part of a monastery-where priests ahd nuns still 

occupy the greater part 'of the buildings and where crosses still q:mtinue 

to adorn the rooms of the Jewish DP's. J,vhat makes all, these varied 


, types of physical installations DP camps is the fact that they were'set up as. 

separate communities under the jurisdiction of the military authorides 

but administered by an UNRRA team. A DP camp. therefore, may be 


'defined as a community of Displaced Persons governed by an UNRRA' 
team." 

Although most Jews live in such DP Camps. "~ considerable number;, 

• The' following is a'iist of the more importa~t Jewish ~a~ps (over 500 persons) in 

Germany: Backnang. Bamberg.B:wreuth. Belsen,' Bensheim. DUppel Center (Berlin). Marien­

dorf Center (Berlin) • Biberach a, Riss. Deggendorf. Eschwege. Feldafing. Fohrenwald. Fulda. 

Furth. Gauting. Heidenhei91. Hessische Lichtcnau. Lampertheim. Landsberg. Leipheim. Nell 

Freimann Siedlung (Munich)" Pocking, St. OUilien. Stuttgart. Ulm. Wasserbllrg. Zeilsheim,' 

Ziegenhain. . , 
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division of Berlin into foursectors creates difficulties for Je\vish commu­
nity organization just as it does for theGerm~n population. 

In the earlier period after liberation _the greatest concentration of 
Jews was in the U.S. Zone, in Bavaria. The only large Jewish camp in 
the British Zone was at Belsen, where at on~ time there were 13,000 Jews. 
In the French Zone there were relatively few Jews; the only large Jewish 
DP camp is at the former British prisori.er-()f~war camp, Jordenbad, in 
Biberacha. Riss, with about 1,000 Jews. A group of several hundred' 
Jewish DP's also took over ,the former Jewish buildings in Geilingen, a 
little town on the Swiss border near Constance in which, before Hitler, the 
majority of the population had been Jews .. The Jews in the French Zone 
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are on the whole cut off from the rest of the Jews in Germany. They are 
not as numerous, as the Jews of Belsen, they are visited very infYequently 
by Jewish relief workers, communication \\lith the Jews in the U.S. Zone 
is not easy, and hence they' display much less initiative in institutional 
and cultural activity and organization than do the Jews in the British and 
U.S. Zones. 

In the U.S. Zone the largest concentration of Jews at first was in 
Bava.ria. Here the large camps of Landsberg, Feldafing, Fohrenwald,' 
Pocking, eac,h with about 4,()00-5,OOO Je\vs, together with the community 
of over 6!000 Je~ys in Munich, made Munich the focal point for Jewish 
DP's and the ,birthplace of their central organization, first known as the 
Central Committee of Liberated Jews. of Bavaria and later transformed 
into the Central Committee of Liberated Jews of Germany. It is presided 
over by Dr. Zalman Grinberg, a physician, formerly of Kaunas, and at 
present also the chief physician at St. Otilien.511 In the -northern part of 
the U.S. Zone the only importan t camps were in Stuttgart, wi th about 
1,000 Jews, Lampertheim; also' with about 1,000, ao'd Zeilsheim. with 
about 4,000 Jews. Th~ last mentioned, becau~~ of its proximity to Frank­
furt, the headquarters of the. American Army, and, in the beginning, 
also the seat of .J .D.C.. he~dquarters (at Hoechst) , recei\:,~d a great deal 
of attention. was the most visited camp and, in many ways, was considered 
one of the model camps. ' 

With the coming of the -Partisans and especially the. infiltrees, the 
population center began to shift northward from ~unich. New large 

•• Dr. Grinberg has since emigrated to .Palestine and he has been succeeded as President 
of the Central Committee by D. Treger. 

1 '20 2'~ >:;..L .... '­
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their youth there is this constant preoccupation with their experiences 

under the Nazis,-gTuesome recapitulation of concentration camp inci­

dents combined with vows of undying loyalty to these memories and 

hopes for vengeance: It is especially depressing to see young boys and 

girls of 8-12 years of age, whose rehabilita~ion to normal childhood should 


, emphasize ob'literation of these ~emories, participate in and be encour­

aged to share in such demonstrations of emotional reliving of the past. 

With this preoccupation with their immediate 'past has come a height­
ened historical sense that is responsible for the al~ost passionate devotion 
of the DP's to the collection of historical and material data on ghetto and 
kotzet lif~ and death. Every DP is a private documeiu center and every 
DP camp has an hist.orical commissi.on. So deep is this passion that .often 
Jews risked their 'lives in ~he ghetto or kotzet to accumulate records of 
their oppression and extermination. There is of course the case of the 
organized effort .of the historian and martyr, Dr. Emmanuel Ringelblum, 
in Warsaw, ,vho amassed a notable collection of docum~nts and other 
materials, while living illegally outside the ghett.o, and who buried these 
materials in tin boxes underground, firmly convinced that the day of 
victory over their op'pressors would surely come and that these materials 
could then be utilized.6 But even more interesting is the case of ~ simple 
Jew, Hirsh Kadish of Kaunas, who set up a Leica camera under his gar­
ments with only a small hole open for the lens, connected the shutter to 
a long cord which hekept in his pocket, and went around the ghetto in,. 
Kaunas photographing scenes of Jewish life, hope, despair and death, 
under the very eyes ot. the Nazi police and military. His collection of 
6,000 pictures is of enormous historic;:al value.7 

The interest of the Jewish DP in Germany revolves almost entirely 
around himself. The Je\vish problem for him is identical, ,vith the DP 
problem and the world problem with the Jewish problem.s It is but 
natural that after such suffering in the past and living as yet without 
much h.ope for the future that the preoccupation of the DP should be 

• See the remarkable letter of Dr. Ringelblum and a COlleague on "Die Yiddishe kul tur 
arbet in die getos fun Poiln'" in Yiuo Bleter, vol. xxiv (1944) 3·8, and an appreciation of 
Ringclblum by Raphael Mahler, lac. cit., p. 307·17. 

7 "Der Held mit der Kamera," in Feldafinger Magazin (Dec. 7, 1945) 12. 
8 When Jewish DP's took over the farm formerly belonging to Julius Streicher, the 

infamous Jew·baiter of Niirnberg, an'd converted it into a 'hachshara, they found a sign 
hanging over the villa which read: Ohne Losung der Judenfrage gibt es keine Losung der 
Wellfrage. They allowed the sign to remain in place. 
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questioning the process of Jewish liquidation. The indifference to reli­
gion is to be explained largely by the fact that the orthodox religious 
elements, consisting of older people, were liquidated in greater numbers, 
and those surviving were mainly the younger, more worldly and more 
assimilated elements of the Jewish population. Even among those who 
belonged to the religious groups, the life in a kotz.et, or for that maiter 
even in a DP.camp today, tended to deI?oraliz~ religious observance and 
religious piety. Thus, for example, in. one camp the. members of the 
orthodox group one Saturday wanted to impress the author with their 
desire to set up a synagogue and furnish it. He had t? remind them, how­
ever, that it was Saturday, and that' it would hardly be appropriate to 
move the stove and other furniture into the synagogue as they announced 
they were going to do. Small groups of the kotzetler did form a militant . 

orthodox group and they strove to introduce the typical symbols of ortho­

dox Jewish life"':"a synagogue, kosher meat, and a mikveh (ritual bath). 

Many a battle was fought in the camps between this militant. minority 

and other agencies in the camp as to whether scarce lumber, building 

materials and labor should,.be diverted from housing or other projects to 

that 6f building a mikveh. And usually the determined and unbending 

attitude of orthodoxy had its ,,;ay. Thus, while there may be formal 

observances and official symbols ther,e is little true piety. In no Jewish 

DP camp, for example, is it possible to experience the real feeling of the 

traditional Sabbath, the kind of ~pirit that hovered. over the small towns 

of Galicia, Poland and Lithuania on the last day of the week. It is much 

more akin to the spirit one finds on the upper ,"Vest Side in New York 

or on a crowded Jewish street in Brooklyn. 

.The religious leadership in the DP camps during the first year was 

almost entirely in the hands of Hungarian and Slovakian Jews. Almost 

all the rabbis active in the camps were from Hungary and Slovakia.. 

Hungary and Slovakia were the last Jewish areas to be ravaged by the 

~azis, and liquidation of Jews then did not begin until 1944. While most 
of the Polish and Lithuanian rabbis, therefore, had long been extermi­

nated, a larger number in Hungary and Slovakia survived. It is only with 

the (oming now of· infiltrees from Russia and Poland that religious 

STOUpS and leaders from these countries are also beginning to play an 
active role. Among these are considerable numbers of Habad hasidim, 
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. lives to individual acts. of sympathy and assistance rendered by Gennan 
individuals. For the overwhelming majority, of Jewish DP's, however, 
national bitterness against the people whoareresponsible for the extenni­
nation of six million Jews remains the predominant mood. This bitterness, 
very rarely has led to active conflict with Germans; it has to date remained 
purely an intellectual and emotional. attitude rather than an activating 
philosophy. For most Jewish DP's it means having as little to do with 
Gennans as possible and carrying ort whatever relations may be necessary 
in a purely formal and business-like manner.ll On one point there, is, 
universal agreement-that Jews must not in ~my way contribute to the 
rehabilitation of the Gennan economy. "\Ve have slaved for the Germans 
enough," they say, "and we will not contribute to the recovery of the 
nation that is responsible for the mass slaughter of our people." This 
attitude is largely responsibl~ for the failure of Jewish DP's to seek gainful 
employment in Germany. They will work for U'NRRA, they will work 
for the occupying powers, they will work for their own camp, but they 
steadfastly refuse to seek any. integration into Gennan industry or com·' 
merce. With this comes 'also a general aversion to doing menial chores, 
even for themselves in the camp. "We slaved for the Germans long 
enough,_ let them slave for us now," is a statement often heard in justifi­
cation of this attitUde .. Only in the' kibbutzim, where a communal life is 
organized as preparatory training for life in Palestine, is there a different 
attitude toward~ 'menial chores_ Here it is considered part of the nece~sary 
training to do such things and it is attached to a definite motivation and 
goal. 

Contact with Nazism has, however, also left certain traces of totali­
tarian influence even upon these very victims of Nazism. Emphasis upon 
discipline, a monolithic conception of group life, educational techniques 

11 A broader ~iew on this subject is expounded by Ernst Landau in an article. "Wir Juden 
und die Umwelt," in Jildische' Rtmdschau (August-September 1946) _ He contrasts the 
numerous instances of active aid given to Jews by Christians of countries other than 
Germany with the paucity of such active sympathy, from the Germans, whom he accuses of 
"lack of \vill to convert into deed the words, of their Jesus Christ: 'Help the persecuted:" 
The German people, he concludes,' must be re-educated and: "To this education' we tOO 
must contribute our share. That is our human obligation, born out of the lofty ethics of 
Sacred Scriptures of Judaism. 

"Men ~ere never yet brought to the right path by cold rejection and hate. If we want 
to help in making the fUlUre world a peaceful world, then we. in our modest dimension's. 
must also help in educating .the German in such a' way that he gives first place not to the 
collective concept of Germanis~ but to the individual concept of man:' 

., ;,r: 120241: 
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pate in the reconstruction ofa democratic Germany.13 The overwhelming 
majority of Jews in Germany, ho\vever, and that includes German as well 
as East~European Jews, do' not entertain the slightest intention or desire 
to remain in Cermany. They go even farther,and, speaking of the Yeziath 
Europa, the exodus from Europe,-they conceive of ,this epoch as the 
liquidation of European Jewry as a: whole. The deep influence of their 
suffering and the actm,tlannihilationof the great compact centers of active 
Jewish life have led most of them toa complete rejection of the diaspora 
and to a clear and unmistakable Palestinocentrism.14 They see antisemi­
tism still around them and they believe it to be ,all-pervasive throughout 
the world.15 In crude~ conceptions this is ofteq given expression in'a 
prediCtion that in 'a few years there ,will be gas cha,mbers and extermina­

,tion camps -in the United States. 
Dr. Samuel Gringau~, perhaps the most intelligent and able of DP 

, I ' 

leaders, has, elucidated this problem in a more refined way in a brilliant 
article on' "The Future of Jewish Culture."IS European Jewry, says Dr. 
Gringauz can no longer be consid~r~d the bearer of Jewish culture. "The 
Sheerit Hapleta is not culturally creative~" The future belongs to Pales­
tine and America. The Jews, who have ,been part of European civilization 
for close to 2,000 years, will cease to be that any longer. This 'will mean 
the "decline of Jewish intellectualism ..The Jew will become more primi­
tive in his thought, more empiriCal, more concrete. The abstract Germanic 
character-trait of Jewish thought will gradually disappear and the Jewish 
spirit will approximate more closely the concrete: empirical Anglo-Saxon 
mode of thought." With the destruction of East European Jewry, writes 
Dr. Gringaui, also is lost the folk ,character of Jewish culture based on 

,the village (shtetl) and on Hasi~ism. "Jewish culture" viewed histori-

U "The ideological aim to participate decisively in the democratic education of the German 
people and thus to fight for Judaism and peace-loving humanity, may also be a reason for 
remaining [in Germany). particularly since the anti-fascist position of the Jews is so obvious." 
(W. C.H. M.• "Die problcmatische SteHung der Juden in, Deutschland," in, Der Weg, organ 
of the Berlin Jewish Community, March 1, 1946) .' 

16 At a teachers' conference in Feldifing on August II, 1946 the slogan for educational 
,work adopted was: "Love for Eretz Israel; .,contempt for the Caluth." (Unur weg, no. 46.) 

10 David Rosenthal writes 'in the Bergen-Belsen U7i%er Shtime: "Yes we are alone. Once 
Clore among enemies. In Poland we are once again' being murdered, in free France even 
now we 'are hated and if/America and England-who knows. what the morrow will 
bring." (no. 3.) , . 

1< Gringauz. Samuel, "Die Zukunft der jiidischen Kultur," in fildisclul,Rundschau (May­
June 1946) 22~24. 
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France. "We will give up for our children," said the Central Committee, 
"our food and our clothing; so that they need not suffer. We will not 
entrust them, however, to a government that has made war upon our 
lives and our rights in closing the gates of Palestine to us.... If the 
Jewish community in England has teachers and food for our children, 
let them send them to us here and from here the children will be sent 
directly to Palestine." 11 

A great deal of this. Zionist sentiment was no doubt the product of 
organized propaganda and even to some degree subtle terrorization. But 
the propaganda fell on heedful ears. too. In the first place the events of 
1939-45 seemed to discredit completely those philosophies of Jewish life 
prevailing before the war which were not centered around. Palestine. 
The Zionists were the only ones that had a program that seemed to make 
sense after this catastrophe; The Zionists were organized, active and 
militant. Prospects for emigration to. Palestine in the ,earlier period 
seemed more imminent. The gates of the 'Western democracies remained 
closed to the Jewish DP's. The question of Palestine and Zionism became 
so completely identified with the only salvation, for these people that 
emotionally, and psychologi<;:ally as well as in a real physical sense it 
became dangerous to think outside thkcomplex. \Vithout Palestine there 
seemed to be no future for them. Anti-Zionism or even a neutral attitude 
towards Zionism came to mean for them a threat to the most fundamental 
stakes in their future. 

Added to these factors is the influence exercised by the Palestine Jews . . '. 

in immediate contact with the DP's, and, above all, when contrasted with 
the type of Jewish relief worker they met who came from America or 
from' England. The heroic story of the \alestine Jewish Brigade still 
remains to be written~ but one of the glorious pages in that story will' be 
their work in the first months after liberation among the Sheerit Hapleta .. 
The.re is hardly a camp that does not bear the imprint ofa Hayyal, a 
member of the brigade, who would come and go without fanfare, who 
would remain for weeks and months at a camp, no one, quite knowing 
how he could arrange his military leave to do it, who lived with and 
worked for the people. 
, Beginning in December' 1945, conti~gents of relief workers recruited 

by the Jewish Agency in Palestine began to arrive. Not all of, these were 

11 Unzer Weg, no. 9 . 
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hal-utz in Palestine. The way of life in the kibbutzim, is oriented around 
a definite Weltanschauung;' members are subjected to more discipline 
and activities are' carried on in more organized fas~ion. The motivation 
is' to keep members away from the more shady aspects of DP camp life, ' 
such as idleness or black market operationS, and morale,therefore, is on 
the whole higher than in the 'camp at large. Eagerness for education, both 
cultural and vocational. is more intense in 'the kibbutzim. There is, how­
ever, something of a tendency for members of the kibbutzim to consider' 
themselves as the select groups, without feeling a corresponding sense of 
responsibility to assume leadership in the -rest of the camp. There are 
kibbutzim of orthodox young people and kibbutzim of the various group­
ings of the Zionist, movement. Some' camps like that of, Leipheim are 
organized almost entirely, in the, form of kibbutzim. ' 

Each camp eventually, came to have a camp committee, elected by 
the DP's. The powers and the degree ?f participation in the administra­
tion by these committees usually depended on the individual UNRRA 
director. There was no officiaJ directive which gave these camp commit­
tees any real ruling power. UNRRA directors on the whole were quite 
wary of turning oV,er such powers as that of distribution of supplies to 

the camp committees, while ready to e~1trust the cultural work entirely 
to them. Gradually it became the norm for these camp committees to 
share responsibilities and administrative dudes with the UNRRA team. 

The tendency in all DP camps in the beginning was to prevent the 
development of political parties in the camps. Under the banner of Ihud 
(unity) and as long as they were still at war with the world, the old party 

divisions that had existed before the war were to be kept out and not 
resumC;d again until arrival in Palestine. One united Zionist front, with 
the common platform of militant demands for the opening of ,the gates 
of Palestine and the establishment of. a Jewish state, was to maintain 

, , ' 

disciplined unity. Apart from some Bundists in Feldafing and small 
groups ,of Agtidath Israel followers, this unity was preserved until the 
summer of 1946. With the worsening of the Palestine situation and the 
increased prospect ofa longer stay in the camps than had been antici­
pated, the attempt to' maintain this unity broke down. Old party lines 
began to appear upon the scene-Left Poale Zion" Hashomer Hazair, 
Mizrahi, Dror, Haoved, , General Zionists, Revisionists, etc. Revisionist 
sentiment is very strong, as is also Left Poale Zionism.' In general, how­

12d2.5(} 
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Most of rooms were practically bare except for some old newspapers. In some 
it. Some . instances German books found on the premises were used ·to fill the, 
militant shelves. Books sent by American relief organizations were slow. in coming; 
m them' when they came they were woefully 'inadequate in quantity and very 
tad time. often showed little or no understanding .for the needs of the Jewish DP's. 

Palestine also sent bookS for the libraries but the senders showed as little 
;ermany intelligence in the selection of books as did the American relief organ i­
ees, the zations.19 Only the Jewish Labor Committee and the Yiddish Scientific 
! British Institute displayed a real sense of discrimination and social responsibility 
,t repre­ in filling 'the ,needs of Eastern European Jewish readers. The thirst for 
[lich. It Jewish books was tremendous among these' people who had not seen a 
19uished Jewish book for six years. 'f.:i!@!ly 1i~lD't:he::cihtcrvehtiQiF0Cl@~ 
al Com­ CSimoJ!.B:ifkind;-then"advisor-on?'Jewish-a:ffa:ifS::~o,t:h<:rTh'ea:tre-C6~~~n<ier-cJj 

~ Jewish 
1 \i~-W~~~de EOS:~~ ~E:~l~~~~th_~.,~~t~o:~~~~~~s~ 

, of the . tf~coU~ctlon of Nazl_lo.oJ=!~_ th~_ Qff~Q.badi ~r~lhv~Lg<:p-~t;-an&B' 
! offiCial' ~lbrarres-ra:~lllg ffOiIl50~,OOO ~oJumes we.r.e...:lllstalled_Hl_all tlie: ,';'1!JJ 
Actually ~ger-:,camp~ r:r:liese=c.Q!lec!i9E,s. !nclmle"d-G-ermaff''Jewish-encyclopedi~ 
nuch to (dict:i0~E.ie~nd-~an·d~ooKs:-d~i~~!}q~isn~~~~ ..~~~~~~~-li~~atu~ 
>.C. for' g~li!!~r~~2n German,....El!gl!!lLfllJ.a.;gLenf:Jl~~l}a ra1ili.!J!L<;_llt~raturf;;==:r7 . 
neither tor-t~~~·of-the-6ftnod9J(.Je.ws._Yiddi.~~_and_l=Iebrocne:~~p-ap~ts=(~~ 

ltrols to ~g!:l:)-froftnheUnited-States and.Palestine.are.supplied_b,y_tlie IQ.~.~~-==:7 . 
is still a As children began to appear in the camps, schools were soon organized 
:dom of for them. CurriCula, teachers and teaching materials were non-existent 
:ent and or woefully. inadequate. In most camps th~re were hardly any trained 
dangers teachers. Those who took over the job of teaching were. youthful idealists 

.d them­ w110, in most cases, were only a little more advanced than their pupils. 
natters­

Curricula were dictated by ideological considerations, by the kind of 
like are 

teaching personnel available and by what teaching materials could be 
lantly. 

-gathered. Until the spring of 1946 most of the instruction done by the 
Central 

teachers was froin memory, or at most with only one or two textbo()ks nmittees 
a\'ailable for both teacher and pupils. Subjects usually taught are Hebrew, 

~ to the 
arithmetic, geography of P·alestine, Jewish history, history of Zionism, 

music and gymnastics. In some camps the orthodox Jews have forced the 
~y camp. 

introduction of one· o~ two hours per week of instruction in religion.mal and 
Jally set 

.. This does not refer to the large number of textbooks for the study of Hebrew sent from 
, library Palestine. 
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area, where liberation found Jacob Oleiski, the former Ort director of 
Kaunas, has there b~en anything worth mentioning.22 In other places DP 
mechanics themselves, often aided by hired German mechanics, with 
materials and bits' of machinery" rounded up from German installations, 
have set up rudimentary shops, struggling bravely to create a trade school. 
Such attempts, apart from Laniliberg, are found at Eschwege, Stuttgart, 
Lampertheim and· Zeilsheim. Tailoring, radio mechanics, automobile 
repair,' electrical work and locksmithing are the most frequently found 
trades~ A number of camps have also succeeded in acquiring farms for 
purposes of agricultural training. . 

Orthodox Jew's have created yeshivoth in a number of camps. N~t . \ 

one of them is in the grand tradition of Mir, Slobodka, Telz or Volozhin. 
There are no 'outstanding rabbinical scholars in any of the camps. But 
the content and mode of study of the. old yeshivoth is continued. Such 
institutions are found in Belseli, Zeilsheim, Feldafing, Fohrenwald, Leip­
heim, Landsberg, Pocking and more recently, in Ulm. 

Beginning in July 1945 there also developed a Jewish press among 
the Jews of Germany, and it soon came to be the ambition of every camp 
to have its own c;amp' netvspaper: There were serious technical problems 
that had' to be hurdled. Paper was not too plentiful in Germany, but the 
DP leaders, in one way or another, were 'able to get enough paper to 
issue weekly or bi-w'eekly news-sheets. Much more serious was the problem 
of Yiddish type. No such type was at first available in Germany. Jewish 
DP's met this problem in various ways. The people at Belsen, who issued 
the first Jewish pap~r in Germany after liberation: on July 12, 1945, 
wrote out the entire issue in handwriting and then photographed it and 
printed it from the photographs. Even typewriters with Hebrew charac­
ters were not available. It was only after several months that they were 
able to use a typewriter instead of writing by hand, and only in the fall 
of 1946 did they secure a set of Yiddish type from the U. S. and began to 
issue their paper/in regularly printed form. The paper at Stuttgart, Oif 
der'Frei, first appearing on December 1, 1945, is perhaps the most'beau· 
tiful piece of publishing issued by any of the camps. It also was done ~y 
hand, but by a master craftsman and. printed on elegant glossy paper. 

'" The. Landsberg leaders carryon a vigorous campaign against idleness and black market . 

speculation and for vocational training. Here are some of the slogans used in the propa­

ganda: "Trading helps the German and only blackens the Jewish name"; "The gates of 

Palestine are closed for idlers and Luftmenshn"; "A trade is the guarantee for your future .­

in Palestine"; "Idleness gives nothing, work makes life sweet." 
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feld, formerly of Warsaw~Blumenfeld revolted esthetically against the 
sight of Yiddish in Latin type and decided that he would rather have a 
decent paper in German than an ugly one in Latin Yiddish. The Judische 
Rundschau is, of all German Jewish papers, the most universal in its 
content, the' most elegant and esthetic.,in format and the most free of the 
narrowness and fanatical emotionalism of most of the other papers. 
Blumenfeld preaches the doctrine that Jewish culture does not commence 
with a Kotzet song and that the present young Jewish generation in 
Germany 'mustacquire familiarity and regain continuity with the great 
tradition of the Jewish culture of the past. This aim finds expression in 

.reprints from famous Jewish authors, reproductions. from Jewish art 
works and other such educational material. 

The pattern of cultural institutions in a DP camp is rounded out by 
a sport club, which is usually the most popu.1ar activity in the camp, a 
dramatic group and an historical commission. Some of the dramatic 
groups have attempted to do classic pieces of the dramatic repertoire, such 

. as. The Dybbuk of Anski, produced by the Feldafing group,' Sholem 
Aleichem's Der Blutiger Shpas, performed by the central theatre group 
of Munich, the Farkislzufler Shneider, also by Sholem Aleichem, produced 
by the Belsen group. In most cases, .however, the performances are more 
in the nature of revues dealing with ghetto and·kolzet life and enabling 
the spectators to relive their gruesome experiences all over again. Even 
where a classic story is taken, as in Peretz's Drei Matones, it is freely 
adapted, and "made actual" by resetting it in the stage of ghetto and 
kotz.et. The historical commissions, while existing on paper, have thus 
far lacked the technical competence, the capacity for sustained effort, and 

. the needed encouragem'ent from the outside, to do any really effective 
work. The Central Historical Commission iIi Munich issued its firs~ pub­
lication, Fun. letzten. churban,' under the editorship of 1. Kaplan, in 
August 1946 as a modest beginning of systematic ,:docu~entation. The 
presence now in Munich of Dr. Filip Friedman, ~the organizer of the 
active historical commission in Lodz, may provide these workers with the 

.. necessary guidance, direction and inspi~ation to do I an effective job. 
In one camp, St. Ottiiien, largely.due to the presence of Jacob 

Hofmeckler, a member of a prominent musical family in. Kaunas and 
former musical director of the Kaunas radio, a Jewish DPorchestra was 
formed. It is really' Only a small ensemble of about ten persons. The 
conductor and some of the men are serious musicians .. Unfortunately 
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HEADQUARTERS '" A." \JI 	 "'llA 
EUROPEAN 	COMMAND ~0 

Office of the CommClnder in Chief V~~b~ur 

17~~/~ 


V' ..MEMORANDUM TO t The Ob!!ltOander in Chief. European. Oomroand 

Sli3JECT: 	 Loan of Books from Of'fenbaeh .Archival Depot to Jewish 

Displaced Persons Oamps. 


1. In January, 1946, upon the request of my predeoessor, Judge 
Riflcind, you authorized a loan to the American: Joint Distribution 

". 

Committee of 25.000 ~olumea of unidentifiable ownership from the O.ffen~ 
bach Archival Depot. .The purpose of' this loan was to make available to' 
the Jemsh carqps textbooks, prayer books and b,ooka of general interest 
th.at could not then be seoured from other sources. 

2.. I am imo:t'n:ed by the American Joint Distribution Oommittee 
that. of the 2.5,000 volumes earmarked for' this purpose. appro:rimately 
20, 000 have beell releaSed by ttle Offenbach Depot. a.od have been distri ­
buted 8!Jont; the Jemsh caJ:nPS. The 'balance of 5,000 books t I a!tl further' 
informed ~ h~e not been released bee ause the AJDC~ has been unab~e to 
furnish the RestitutiG>n Branch. Olmts. detailed imormation concerning 
the aistribution of' the 20,000 volU!IE$ withdravm. from the Depot. The 
.AJDC' is seeking to assemble all the ilifo.!'!Ilation it can concerning the 
ultimate disposition of these boolrn' and is forwarding the results of 
its investigation to ffinUS. Although tne absence of adequate records 
is to be deplored, nevertheless it was ;'nevitable that nlatlY of these 
books would be lost, carried away. and worn out. 

3. At the present time there is a grave shortage of' reading mate­
r:i.a1 in the camps. The above-llJeutioned 20,000 volumes were distributed. 
in the first ,hali' ot 1946 to a re,latively small J"ewish DP population. 
Since that tioa the great mass of Jews arrived from Poland; they oould 
bring no reading matter Wit-b. them. Tlle destruction of' practically al.l 
sources of ~e~sh publication in Europe, as vrell as the destruction of 
most of the Jewish books in .Europe and the Qniversal shortaoe of paper f . 

have res~lted in an acute lack of jev~sh reading matter throughout the 
world.. Consequently. despite the efforts of Jewish organizations. moat 
camps have pitifully inadequate libraries. There is no possibility~ 
under present conai tiollS t that these can be rllaie adequate by the coming 
winter. Ylhan we nIl be faCing grave morale llroblelllS. 

4. Therefore, it is desired not only that the abo~e-mentioned 
balance of' 5,000 books be releaaea fel' distl'ibutiOll, bu·t that another 
25,00,? Yolu.'TJlGB be !!lade available sl').Qrtly for the Sa!IB ,Purpose. I em 
ilJi'ormed by :Miss Lucy Schildkr,et:" Education Officer, AJDC, F.r'ankf"urt. 
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that among the 30.000 volumes of unidentiJ'.iab~e ownership that have be.en. 
. s~!1<~a.~ and,~eata1ogue<l. S;;}i~3:§i~~ar~ab,qU~'~2~'?~-~=Which;~~~"~?:ll:W*'~~~t~'!-:'J . 
, (~}.rsJ;", 25:;OOp_that wer.e_s~el~g,,_ted3'or._the~ J.IU-..:J-al~loan:.' --These,are--;prJ.!Zla:t:').ly . >- t.erlbooks~--\'eliig:i:ou'S-Jbook:fl and books of general interest, written in 
\~ Yiddish and Hebrew. They are of publishers J and book dealers I stoeks, 

and haVe no special va.lae. 

5. In o~er to insure proper and responsible selection of the books 
a.t.ld in order to prevent my possible abuse of' such a. lOBll.! propose that ..a eommittee or threab.a designated to screen the books' caref'u1.ly, - Rabbi 


'j Solomon Shapiro, Director of Religious Education, AJDOi Chapiain (l!l.lajor) 

, Ralph Blumenthal. of the Office of Chief' Chaplain,EUCOMt Dnd 'rankil'lg

\j Je~r',Lsh chaplain in EUCOM:; and. Major .Abrah9l1l S. Hy1:!Jatl of 'I1JY office.
! 

6. In order further to safeguard this loan, the A.JDO vr.i.ll be 1"e­
"j 

: ! quested to maintain the :most complete possible records. 
.-~'----'-- --'----. '.--------- --,,---.------ ~---:--­

_J7•...-.11:..i5 rny·reeo:mmendation_]J y,otLauthori:z;e.,the-·:f'urther- 10£l.D.. ~o:t:t
.---' ,., ~ -'-'-' ~,....-. -~-----~~-~-~ --~---- , ~-~-~-~-- ----~- .1 

,J;;he=~1?_q~e=eonditiollJ3 J;,1;.~lle~~~;t0~,,?jii~qp.CD' boa~-pf' ',u~:td~;Jltt.~~~'J:e'-o~~r­
lshi.p-ood -a~;::no::..~p,eeiaJ:-va::ruElt-for-dfstrtbution---in.the_,.:[eWish-':di.splace'r;t.:J 
Cpersons':centers.- ] 

'.: i'. : 

~Bf1l!:.g
.AdViser on Jewish Affairs to the 

PSB/l:1f Commander in Chi e1', :Eluropean Oommand 

". ; 
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, MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
LIAISON AND SECURITY OFFICE 
STADTKREIS FRANKFURT A/MAIN 

APO 633, US Army 

(MFA&.A) Frankfurt a/Main, Germany, (M ,6869) 

....2.".l~y",i;!l1t9.4.J;).,;,;,""""~ 

SUBJECT: ' '.Monthly;~eport for J anua.ry 1948. 
. , . . 

TO : 	 Restituti'on Branch 

Eco,nornic Division 

Office' of Military Government for Hesse 

APO 633, us Army. 

Attn: MFA&! Section. 

1. Art Exhioitions. 

ao Frankfurter Kunstkabinett: Ernst LudWig Kirchner: 

ftGrafik", " opened 23 January. 


b. Stadel Institute: nGemalde aus fUnf Jahrhunderten." 

20 Licensfrig of Art Dealers. 
, :/

Two (~)Jmore art dealers, viz.: 

1. Kretzer, Max, Ffm., Kalbachergasse 5 
2. Mtil'ch, Willy, z.zt.,Lengfeld, Bis:llarkstrasse 4 

,"-' ...., 

were granted licenses .. , Four (4) applications were disapprove,d. 

30 In'ternal Lout .. 

The fol,i.owing Jewish-owned art objects which :bJt'~le 
sold at public auctions were taken into custody from Walter Krug,
Frankfurt a/Mai~f Ob,errad, Nonnenpfad 26: ' " , 

,'" 
a. 1 smIII1 table 	 Brings cO,llection. 

It ft II'o. 1 console table ',.""t<, 

c. 2 antique, Delft vases Mayer collection 
d. 1 anti,que vase 	 .. n " It II ne. 1 BaluEJter vase 

Tneapove-named small'table and,console table have 

been transferred" t,o' the 6entral Collecting POint, Wiesbaden. 


In, v'i:e,w of tnecontinued lack of response to inquiries
concerning art'objects stolen by EttIe from t.ne Brings and Kauf­
mann collections',' the undersigned paide. visit to Kaiserslautern 

, " 

1202.69 
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" " :.:.".' ~.,.I:<" :,':>'" .' ,:,<" : ...' .. ~ ".':,':'.~: :', ',".>;'~ .?,' ",,:, ~; ......:... ',' ...' ,.":"~L:-:,,, . >:'< .. ,;~:'.:~ ..,:::.. \",' 
,d.§'311El.,zifi'(i)d' 'Mr-.,HoI!Z:,l,::~~,pJ.;'acedl1,i,nt;'ip.:the0group 

,/ ,:' 4-'~,:!:.oo~~~\~:c~i~j:i;~o,1Sj,~';b,is~';":'~" 
" .. : , ',:;.. ., ._: t}\~'-':,' .-',' "":' :.. ' . "", .... 

, ",:a~'Frenc':t;,;,.claim ;'No;;,06,~&:V' 

, ',;' 

,"":,, :,.:,6~e({1 )"p',~~~,~:l;;p~i.i~.t.ing", ~;:':e'~oYv~~~$t ~': i~l ,the' 'Poss e,ss,~op.' " 
of, Eer,:pA}2gust~11dwig~", Rrankfur;P; a/Main" ,has.::,:{p~en/ transferred.," 
,to ',:tlie.'",9 ••C~;P,~" .w;19 S?E3.~~7t" ,,', ' :," 

" b. 'French Claim ,N0.· "01'2:1.1.- ", 
,,'0' ", ". ','One~(1) 'p.a;L;t·i!ig,by"(Ra.tii~aJ:'It~ari~scap,efl, :inthe :pos"s~ 

assion ,0f',Hel"rJill:~.'.Peter \Nalkel'lliQrst, ,Jaas' been transferred'to 


" "tb,eC:.'Q:.::I:'."W,;Lesbad:en:. " . .' , ",' , '.' '•. '. ',' '," , 


. ... ' ,I '" 'c~'F;ben6~.·:elEdm,NO.!,.O.8.08S.· ",,: . 

'" " " .'" ,:",.; Tllci"buii~iJ.~g '2'~>·'Si!?~;ffen~'tl"asse ~af:!been "bombed:ou£~ 
The'.n,ame."Lalli's" B::t$.uff.enst:rasse ,\is.not registered at the Ein":' 
J"10hne':~m,~1d.e·amt.,~F~t7.rlkfurt." ..... ' '.' '.",' .' . I ., . 

. . •1' ,,' 
'> ; 

, GJ'~ ]\r~)ii~,q_~§~iliJ'\fo~ ~Tt91..o .. ' ..... ..... . •. . ". '.' ...... .. . 
. : ..... '....~j{c·cdra::liig;:);·o'ad;eblarat.ion .by rirr~,;'ScJm~id~r ,"1!"rankful"t 

8JIl J,!fdn'r.;·.W.0~lf?3;ati€;s:tra;ss;eA,4-0;,trl'e·~;clai1Yled' .t,wopailitings have 
t..' ' 

nev,;jrb,e,e·l'r':ac~rliir·ad.·fJ;'orn~theDorothe'l;mi,Vi€'mia. . 
, ~ . ' ... '- , ' , , ." " ',-' , 

fo.Fre!ich'l'Cla ilU :No'~;'78 .12"., / 

.:, '.' .. '. ~C;C,q;fd·i4gt.6·i~i~~:i6id:~,tiortbY, l\\h~'~"IhtdF B~tillker, .'. ~l'an~~ :' i 

·.;>filrt$.ni,. ]rrai.ri;.parl.hecker~'tr~~;l.s.e·3 3~i ·uo.paini;o,ngshave'.eyer be/:H1' 
.iii his. PQssession<~arld he :wasneve;r. '.inStrasbourg,atth(~ time 
oftb.e. 6c',GtlpatiOh~>'; , 

~ ; , . ,·f . .' •. .' .' 

. "". ,r ': " _'!,' :::, ... , .' "~:,,:.:,\,, "~'~ 
~~': ' .Ettle.,Case.': , . 

'--'-"'''''':'~~;;'-';.;. " 

• . " • , • :. ' , " :",,:~, ','-1:, ' '~, " ,;:. '.. !" ',...",. . . ..,' " :' '.' ' , . " 

. 'Q:d:23<.Tu,n:e:,.:'I(I!:t~si;.L"1.nyEttle:c; Was "sdflt,enc ed .by Milit.ary . 
GOv¢r+lln~.n.,t,.Tpt~r1p:~d,i~,'te. Qo.t;trt'i;o,oneYe'ar' s,impi"lsoilrile]1t ,i.or ,; 

'yiolatll'ig ,.a: Milita:i"yGo:vel"lirllGn1tbrQer'fQ,rb~ddil'ig hertbep.t 
',lie+, fbi';me,r. si~liZnce il1'wh,ich .6 ome Et',tl¢,I)rOperty. is. stsred:~' '. 
fe.he .fl1:jUtlc~i::ll1/wa.sis,suedaft~r,thellQuse ; had ·beel1 Init .un,d:e~ 
-tfl(i;c" 'jUl:'isdtct,ion ,o~,l~il,it~nl:;'G(1)ver,~"ei1t, ,Pr9P.~rty:C,6ritrolD.i~: 

., . ·\y:i;EfidJ:l~,·,;·,13y.it, .•1Jf:i:'s.;.<:Ettle,;was:sp·eci~J..l:%>fo'I'bidde.n t6eIlter the. 
:'·premis,es. with0ut'~a1itti0rizat.iqn, fr0mMil~tal~yGovernmel1tM01'iU~ .. ·. 

mellts,']'il'ie .Arts& .Arehives,o:f:fj,cials6rthe litary G,overn- ..;' 

r!tent~opertyc~~trol'()f~i,c;e~.· .. :; ....:.""~':;~':.~:;...... :~": ...... '/.1! ,,'",(..'.',::\/,/ •...... ~7.L:<:~ 
;' .... ,..... " ~\:: ... ·.;iJ.i!J ,l!c· ~". 
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HerrnH'8.n8 Wtirnleill,': ' '';;('\;: 
Lederwarenfabt:J.k ' \ ' ':\" ;:.\\, ' 

Offenbaoh fa. Main " '\ 
, Ltldwlgstra8a8,35-:-'7 ,t, ".:,,:;.. y, 

• " I 

. ,;1,:' 

.' (.Sir, 

Weare in r.oe,~pt ,of' your 1.,tt'e;~'ot,"APJ'11.)L~,;;!,;J..~9?~. 
The two p~inti.ng~', aJfd; t:ne, two oar;pet'.'i,w,h~"h'fiQ~:M~"q~~I'.d , 

, at ~he auc.tion'Q~:.,~~.,20, &:-~1,",.l9,4_l,._t~C)~th~iKun","hi'UJJ 
Wilhelm: Ett~~', ~r8.nltfll~t ,"-C)r~'g~n.~'~~':;~~,9,~~."il;l6,.;~'?· dIU!' -, 
f1les, _from,~, Jev(1:~~,o:Wller;'H._rr ••axBr~n~.l,,: W,,~e!.b•.',d.••..:., -In 
aooordance with ~GLaw 59 all pf5p'r:£','~ c,:':',\1:iah q,wne:rs ' 
aoquired during that time hadtobet&k.·nint!;()"OU.8~o47 

. of the a~propriatfJ ~_ff10.8_an.d oould,ton1:Y;:'·'b ... ,r,.l.a~.;d" by 
order of the 'Germanrr8.~ittltion cham~.r.~·,: ' '''I', 

, lri:A.lI.O:6;~'~.g.~9~~;:~Jth '.a :·~etterof:iii~.,:1l;I81'..iij.nSko*~roll.
tlnd Wi~d.ergtJ.t~C)PAAg8A.mt t, ", the, two P41nt'~n•• an4th__two 
oarpets mentiol\e,4>in, your letter. wer61l re~eas.d'.'to t118\former 
owner, Max, Br1ng8,W1<es~del1,.' For tu:lt:thelt 1nquir1efi: weI, ad­
vise you. to oontact the ,Amt f~r" v:erm:g.n~kontroll. :,un(i'Wie­
dergutmach~g, .~~,est?aden, ~arkstraS8: (";': 1 "\\ 

, Very .,:trul,y -yota','S' f r"-,
. '. ' ;\ ,.i, 

i \. . ..'~ ':"', [\~ . 
, ; r .:.1;. f\" 

" .. " :,! . 

, :" . '} 

" '" \" ,,'. \ 
: .--,<.\" j ·1. \. 

(' ; -\ 
.." Ii;: ,: 

': ,.'-.: ..' '. , , ' 

,!H0lf!tA.8':-O. HOO; JR.! ,\' 
" . ,,'0 L1lt~P':·Affairs' Advi"ez-'i'''';:.' I, 

, ',! ~ " .:-.:" ,~' ."'::1r ~:{-~: ~y'::;i ;,,~,:, If J\, 
':" • "c._, ,';\ ~" 

, ' : I '/) ':, ,;
';.:. ~:':':"T)j::' '~~'\: ;i"\ / 

i' ".; ..... 

\ ." \ \ . 
,~ ", ,:_~ .fr' I 'i 

'::: 
,".' r" 

~l \
1\ i 
" 

:I 
j. , 

,\, 

,i . 

I' 

,<: ," /' ; 
J, + • 

.:: ',. . 

• O'.f':. 
,t ,,', '". 
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HANS WO'~R'N:LE1"N' ··.O·.F.FEN·Bt\'CH AM MAlN 

. ,~ , "~;" . . ' , 

. . . 
".,·,;·'-:lUDWI G STRASS E '35-37 

." I ',,',,:;:;" •LEDERWARENFABRIK . 
. ' ~ r':.:: :,'.,~ '. :1' , '~t " 

I Anlchrifh Hons W6rnlein, Offenboch ~. M.; LudwigstroS"·3S":37. . . C. :-,'. .relefon: 
Einschreibe~ . . . Nr. 83486 Amt Offenbach am Main 

An · Postscheckkonto: 

Collekting Point · Nr. 37369 Amt Frankfurt (Main) 

zu Handen von ; · Bankkonto': . 
.Herrn Dr. vo:q.. Scbinidt:" 

',".: ..' , .' " Bankhaus Friedrich Hengst &. C,o., 
,',. :'f :W. i e s bad e 'n . . . Offenbach am Main ". ,. 

Landesmuseum:: .' 
12.4.1951'.'. :. Ta.S 

, .. ' " ..'! ;.: " '.' 

, '~'.', 

, /'1 

Sebr geehrter: .ij:err Dpkt:or' ! ' 
Am 20. und 21. Mai 1941'ersteigerte icn imKunsthaus Wilh.Ettle, Frank-

l, furt/M. unt'er ~derem auclu. '. . ' 

S~1161~ unter Kat,alogNr. 6,2'1 ',Bild von, Hermann, Kauf,fm,ann 
" ','., . !"Balm Schlafen iiberrascht" 


, ' .'. .., ,: ;.' Bezeichnet·, Holz, 20 x :22 cm 

{ . '. .' " 

(.. wit er Ka.talog Nr ...63· .1 .Bild von' Hermann Kauffmann 
..., .ftNeckerei" . .' 

" Bezeicbnet, Leinwand, 22. x .20 em 
unter Katalog Nr.354 ~. Briicke '.'Senne r• 127 x··J.55'::Cmi 
unter Katalog ftr..,57··1·Briicke· "Jarnud, Bochara'~'120 x 148 em 
Diese Sachen' ~den ;'6~dilungsgemilt' gegen ' AuktioriS':RecbnWlgen, die noch' 
im Original vorhanden: Sind, ersteigert. . .. ··i~· ,." 

Am 21.10.46. und 25.10.46 kam pUltzlichein He.rr··Walter Weber vom 
Military Government,F~ankfurt/M~,'und verlangte d.;ese Sachen als zu 
Unrecht erworbemer jiicti.sc~rBesitz·. Die Sachen wurden ihm gegen Q,uit ­
tung mitgegeben~. i"'~" " .' '. • 

Nd.r ivar hicht .bekannt,daB di.esjiidische.rBesitz sein sollte und erhob 
deshalb Einspruch gegan>diese Beschlagnahme Ani'ang November 1946durch 
meinen RechtsanwaltDr.~anka,Offenbach/M. . 
Wie ich nun erfah:r:-en liabe ,sind .die Sach'en tatsachlich zu Unrecht be­

. schlagnahmtwor.den Ulld:bitte. icn' ilia l+oflichst"sebr' geehrter Herr Dr. 
von Schmidt, mi~. giitigst..mitteilen zu wollen, wie die Sache nun steht. 
Mu.B ichRtickeretattungf3antragestelleii?,g'ibt'de'szu diesem '7.lU"'nlr~ ...."'....... 
_:.. ..!'! _ ~ • l" .J"II'" ':-: ,- - -. , 

'," 
'j ! .. ' 

\ ,,' 
" . . "'---- .. _.- ., ......_-....~-. .. 

, I, .'" ';-..:.,.. "".t~(·.~,·t'<'~··~:f'r .".-<. .... '..., 
, .:." ' .\,tJ;~:$~~!~~ r\~' '\~:' r­

'. ,,* , 

: "" 

",: *, 

..~. , 

" '. , . ~ . 

" '. ' 
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ExamJ.n8.tio~,',~jcpi':.,\f.' F. MARSl!!1L. .ASN 110499m~; oontinued on 16 Oa t 
1945, at Darmet.s.c).t ,.:Qermany. , .'. . '. . . , 
Bxaminationby O~pt,... JultufJiuohman,Monuments and Fine Art. Offie»._". 
Frankfurt.G. and Lt. Ira M. Ba,ll. Publiol)afety. Special Bra1'io'h.'~.: 
·S-3. . :" 
Present: Lt. Clyde:.Harrie, MOJ1l.JJBsnte and Fine Arta Of'f'loer Det E-3. 

Questions by Lt~ Ir~'LM. Ball. 

Q. 	 There are a few:~re qllestiol'1s I would like to ask you. 
Do you. r~a.l.l tli'at"you said something to thtlleffeot that your fa.ther 
ueed to~e8.:t:" 38' and spenil ~ 40 ? . 

A. Tes.;";:"' . . . 
Q. 	Did YOti ee.ythatMaj Ehrenolou knew: every.t~ing you did in respect to 

.offioial businees'? .'. . 
'.,' .. , .,~ 	 ,

A. Yea. . ", ; .: 	 ,." . 
Q. You did Bot: do 8.i:lYthiug without the approval of the Major? 
A. I did uot'krlowwnl!tre to turn. Ma.ny~hinge"I.,·9-:0~l.d Bot deoide myself. 
Q.. Do you know Dr. ;:;Qia!:'e ? . • '.' . "', . 

A.. 'res, he o~e,:< o~;e:~~o .ourMil:.ao.~ offiae. " . . 

Q. 	 And did .thtldeta~·,~ent whioh' you ware with, reoe!ve e. oommunioation 

that Y0U ·l,~t.r' learaedoolloe%:"n,ed 80me bidden arttreaeures of the 
Staedel KUllstlastltut .~ Frankfurt 1A.Y... 	 . , 

Q.Did you and eome,oldiers go up· there and piokup some objeots of art,' 
A.. 	 We went upto.th;,riI. Dr. Grafe plaoe and. went .through the apartment 

lookl.!lgfor·' art:t!i'b'j'sa1;s. A caee of piotures was opened. lfe were looking 
through them but· found nothi.l.':l.g. We went back agaia, aDd that time also 
found Bothing ~ ."'. ,/. 

Q. Did YOll remqve an.ything from the a.partment , 
A. Only bede, oha.ir~, tables and rugs. 

Q._}lOw abouteome p~'r8ifH:t rugS' " 

A......yee. .' 

Q. How about some p19,~~res , 
A. Yee.· 
Q. Did YOIl 8e'~ ~t !e,ia:et 6 piotures and peintings jl 
A. I did not '8e:~a~;t'pafntings, bu.t I do remem.be.t~~.piotu.ree ..• 
Q. Were ther,~::#ome"e'ngravirige and priD~e ? ." 
A. Some of' the.~e~ pfo.ures were engravings. and we,t'er oolors .. 
Q. How abollt.1awelnr ..J : . .., 	 " . 
A. No. " ..,',".' . ..:.;" . 
Q. You did 1101. Botio. a oash boxlDMe 9u1; of gray leather .? 
A. No.· 	 . 
Q. How about medioal lustrum.ute? 

A. No.,.. '. .' i''"' '.
HoW' about &isy'thing"you:Elsw in the, gle.8~ aupboard ? 
A.. Ne. . .' ',' "'h.. 

Q. How aboutro8ary'f;~',"
A. No. '.' r!ii;!!:' , . 

Q. 	 When the dootor oame baok did he oome to Mil Govt with a relation 
by marriage.1 .'.'.' 

A. 	 Yes. She spoke gOodB;nglish.She oarea frorn.Lauba.oh a.t tha.t time IUld the 
Major t·,ld them:that the property w9u1d be returned. 

- 1·­
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'Q. Has the property been returned ? 
A. 	 No,. it is stil;t,:'being used. 
Q. Who! used, the ,l~e.tpeJ". glOV4,JllI, 'stocking.s, eto ? 

A., I do Dot know;., ;'. . , ' , . , ' " 

Q. 	 Who waiL:!. oharge, of thi 8 mOfl'iD« detail ~ the GI' e, or 'he German~[ or wb 
A. 	 A Gerlll&l.\,· &Dd~,.\:or 3. soldlers that were there with them' • ' 

Q.You did noil' .ee, them r811'0Y8' thi 0 ?' 


A. They' might bav,~'. I oanDDt say. 

Q.WhataDO\lt. the' ;suitoaseB tbat were removed by a polish man' 


. A. That b.longlllb~HI',"~ woman' 'by' thenam. of Piets. 

Q.Wbat 	wa.s tb.ep~p'~8el9 of taking these dreGse. and also ~he me~' e 


olothing? "'''. ' 

A. 	 I do not ,know~,Idid Dot take 8.ZlY, part intha.t business. T.bey were 

1l0" all reooye';'-~d, btl' a large share was ..... "':";", 

'Q. There were 8 l:;~ge aDd 2 small Persie.n 1'lllP;: where are they %lOW ., 


A. At IIG Gieaaen., 

Q,. Do you know 1d1~ .. took themT' 

A. 	 I did lI.ot leai'll how m&1\Y rugs were taken. lfe weut t.hrough the apar~el1'

aDd took ohairs. ' ' 
Q. 	 !ib.y was no~ an inventory' made , 
A. 	 I do . not lm.ow;:.;", 
Q.Tou 	mow :ther..:,;~s.aletter .from lft"OUSA atating anything that is taken, 

there, must b.,1 ,a;O,iuventory taken. '1'hat is also mentioned ia the Fine 
Artsud MODumeDts Manual?, 

A. 	 I' (to not r.oall,;tbat~ 
Q. 	 il'ae B.-qreoeiit' givento Mr.. Grafe , 
A. 	 At. tbat time ,t.hey- wsre away. 'I DBver dld see Mrs. Grate. Mr. Grate was 

put on busiaeee. The apartment wae 010se4 and BOt in use • 
. Q. 'lhen was thiee.lzure '? I',. 

4l. 	 After theiaar.o}~"i"Dg in o.:rthe Am.~ioan... 
-il. You dO,;DOt 1mow, what, happened to'the olothee , 
....~A. Onlythatsomeof1t was ,found 'by Biein lII~,'iD thehands of the personnG 

of the det&Obme.b".!'.9~rkiDg fo¥' lII(h. b'ad 'a","r~f\l.e Pole work!1'l6 tbere 
and wheD.:.Mre.),.:,;;~ o am. into our offiae,:~'~l1E1 reoogni.,.ed .80me oft.lle .J 

010th1D8,'&1'1d .,weat to the Major and told h~m" about 1t and be M1d that 
thili'! olothiBg'muet be' gi ven baok. . .' 	 . 

- . 	 , '/ , ~ 

Questione 'by (lapt'~ Buohman. 

Q. 	 Wae this seizure 0.£ this property dODe through. loOal BUrgerme!ster ? 
A. 	"0. . ,
Q. 	 No ,requ~.t ~a;e':l:eigned by theBUrgermeiater in whose ,erritor;, this 


prperty,lies f~r. the use of this fur~lture , 

"A. 	 Ifo. ',,: "", -:;;{,: 
Q. 	How did.:you B~Ou.re this information that this apa.rtment had this 


turn!ture i»,':,'1t ? 

A. 	 The .Supt of ~neburg oamete us first and showed me the apartment. 
Q.. m,dnt t you. reaei ve a letter forwarded, by thie Dr. Grafe that he men­

tioned thathe,,',had worked ,for the art~muBeuia and this property belong 
to the 'm~Beumi~'r'; ,', , I 

A. 	 I reoei'ved llllf'~rmation that there were~works 01 art from Frankfurt 

but i t'was' sever in a letter..: " , 


Q. 	:Oid. somebody,,~.tae oome and tell' you about.~,thie ? 
A. 	 Miss l'eipelsaid ehe was, told ,'by the employees there. ­

'-	 2 ­., . 
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Q. 

Q... 

~~; 
.tiOi .. 

. CiI ,Q 
q. 	 l-,., :, 
"'rE .. \'1) .' 
:tt )~ ~ :!~.~, ':~ 

'.. ;. ,,: .(:J. _ 

t,~· -~~ ~:~1 ~~g~ 
1~ ,f~:,; ~i( G:'.;. . 

., ,, .~J:":~... ~"-~6' ': 

DO you. reoognize'"the name Ja80hke 1. 

i\. Yes. . 


What is. h., . . 
A.He is' in oaarge, of the Uaternity Hospital at C101.ter Arns:t!e.T.l$-:·,, 
Q•. Did you. ever reoei ve aq letters from him , 
A. -mo. . " ~~!. 

Q~ You know about the large library in the oastle ? 
A.I did Bot know. whioh one. . '. . 

Q.You reoall, tbe library at the SChloss ,~/JIVGGIV)

A. 'lee. '. .<::'. . 


Q.DD you reoall that you had a room fixed up·there ? 

A. 	Tee. . 
Q. 	You. ha.da·key to that 1"0011'1 

A. 	 !fa. 
Q. 	You never had, l!La1Y.keys to fit:,·any of the doors in th•. 8oh10s8 ? 
A. 	 No. 
Q. 	 Do you' know Rudolph Breu.ting 1 
A. 	No.' 
Q. 	 Was he ~ot ~ne of the employ,ees out there?' 
A. NOt I do'notrec'all· thenamea.' 
Q.. Do you. reoognize·.this list ? 
A. 	 That wase. list· ~a.u Grape lIade. up~ We have the original at Iliessell. 
Q. 	You did not· subidt"thie liet to\he CIO. 
A. I. believe that was made up afberthe' 010 went O\1t. 

ct. At any time did you. take I!J:AY' .books out of the libra.ry a.t the Sohloss.' 

A. No.·~;;·· ,'. 

Q.. Do yoa know if' &nybody took any books. out of there ., 

A. 	 Tes, I do•. ·"There·l·ls a deaf mu aael hie wife whose l1e.me is Zsohaaok. 
dI. 	 He and hie.:w1£e·':,wre .employed: by the aame group. Be was wri tiug. a' book 

and he askod if '!he,:oould remove a manl1sorlpt':,ud sOllle referenoe book 
that did. not belc?Dg to. him. 

: .... :, ..:Q•. 'When was this. ?/: .". .. . . ' 

A.-:4ust prior t~ our 'going out to:"bagin work•. ' 

Q~..r·Prior to 31 ',~July.-·.;1945· ? " . ' 

A. 	 Yes. 
Q. 	 Tha.t. was aftaryou ha.d removed the piotures from· the.plaoa at Laubaoh" 
A. 	Yes. . 
Q. 	 What month was 'that 1 
A. 	 Between the:6a.rid:>I2 Septamber~ 
Q. 	How llNre they a.ble.',.},to remove thie stuff from the castle ? 
A. 	BeoauseI <letthem)~have them. 
Q. !J1i:th what authorlty did you give it to them ? 

A.. They powedma' where they were and I ga.veit to them. 

Q~ You did not asl~,hem for a reoeipt '? 

A. No. " ; 

Q •• Did you. Olea.rthl~>with anyone.who was in ohargeo! the aaetle ? 

A. 	Yee. Lt •. Miner· wai9:hia name. I got tbe keys from bi~. 
Q. 	That wes before "you., started, to work: in the' oas.tle to 88t up this stuff? 
A. 	 Yes!" '.' ·;p.,t.· .-A, "':~?~~:~r" 
Q. 	You. said. you. were,;".surpr:1eed to find them in t~e group If 
A. 	 Yes. . ,,' .. . /" 

,'f' '~' . 

.." 

t 
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Wae' that 'due to' the tAOt that thoy had b~eD hh".d by Frau. arap,_, _ the 

former employes "of the iDsiJi,tu'loD? ' " 


"A~ Wo, IIY' 8188S9lD8nt"w8S due to the ',faot that tbey wereold p9 opl~.' '\ 

Q. were thoee'books-sncl ae.nusorip's all that wa~remov.d from the oa.tle? 
A. Yea. ",,' , 

Q'. No turn! ture vins' remov9L.d ?, '," 

A. Yes, in tbe u.pstairs room they stored sOme preserves. They took that) 
" 2 x4 bin' ou.t with tbem' also. ' 

Q.W8~ ally other ·th1Ilg&l taken. '1 

A. That wae ,~ll I know of. 
Q. No furniture , 

A'. Tha.t 1s all I. oan remember. 

q.Di'd ynu exa.m.1Jlothe manusoript? 

Yee. 'I talked,thieover in Gieesen, and had an interpreter look 1t over 


arid asked him wha.t it was. If it had b.en Jru1, it oould Dot b. take. 
a.way. " , 


Q.lIha.t wa.s it? '. 

A.' It was a hietorloal genealogy. 

Q. And you al~owed_ ,tbat manusoript to go out without a receipt? 
A. Yes. 

Q.How many ma.nusor:iT,tewere there ? 

A. I' C!tould not tell: :you.. " " 


'Q. You said' that' theY-had' di f'fioulty, of oarrying ',1 tout. 

A. It was a ,large one. I had the iDterpretel"look~ them over and they 

,came the' followi'ng mor:rd.ug to get 1t. ':'. 

Q,. on what ba.rds was' this lnterprete'r qualified'? 

A. I donotla1ow.·... 
Q. Had yqll ever !\eard of a G-2 in the Antr.y ? 

A.~Yes. " .' 

"J!~It was' a G-2 target. It was disoovered later in Ma.y and reported. 


It haa been Bub!pitted to t-he 7th Army. You N"esure that .no large 
number of books exoept this manueoript were remo,ved? I' , 

A. 	 As far as I know,'no., Other people had keys to thebuildiug. But theBe' 
, wa~ft never in "l'I1:Y. personal possession. " 

'Questions by Lt. Ball 

Q..'The laet time w~.talkedabot&ttrtps to Luxembearg. Did you eay you 

dld "ot go to Luxembourg wi thill tbe last 3 months , 


A. I have been to tax.mbourg on ~ waT to Parie, oaoe. 
Q. You Dever mEi4e 'a~r1p to Luxembourg? 

A.. b:ta.....Pl1IJI.1'~.....ZII••KIQK..,I •••2.KtllX Bo, 

Q. You sever tookany' paokages to mail in Luxem~ourg '1 
lAo No. "c' 	 " ,:.: 

,Q. Do you' Dew :,~.:,Qi",11ians or mil! tary personnel'in Duxembourg , 
n. I. do not.; , , ' :~ , ,',., , '.: 	 ,., 
Q. Di,d the Major ever tell you, be wile going to Luxembourg? 
A. lio. " 	 ' 
Q. How did you go to Paria via Luxembourg ? 
A. Yes, in a military vehiola of ourd'etaohment. 
(t. You. want on the ":,.way via Luxembourg to Paris? 
A. Yes. 
Q. rho did you go.with ? 

A.lllth the ~SpeoialAgent Smith. 


',J: . 

:,~ ., - 4 ­

'," ., 
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Q. 	How long had you been gone on "thetripto Parie ? 
A. 	 6 days. , ' , ' , ,,', ," 
Q. 	Did you ha."ve My business to transaot down there ? 
A. 	 No. Tbe last time was about 2 weeke before m;, departure. 
Q .. 	 Wh.a.t route: did you follow 1,' ' 
A. Through Oob,lena. 

(,t. You aotually d.id go" to'Ltlxem'bourg ? 

A. I have been tbr~ugh Luxembourg 4 or 5 times on the way to Parie. 

Q,.ilas that th&••ual manner of transportation ? 

J.• Yes. 

Q.,You never went by':train ? 


, A.. No. 	 ' ",,'/" , 
Q. 	 Immedl.e.tely'a:f'teryou returl1ed from one to Pa.ris you went direotly 


to the EttIe." l' 

A. I do not remember. 

Q.ilhat. timedld y~~ retl.1rn from Paris 1 

A. In the la te afternoon. 

Q.. iWhat wa.e the" hurry ? 

A. 	 I do not" rememb"sr,'. 
Q. 	 Did you' transaa,t" a.ny business in Paris" for" the',Ettles 1 
A. 	 50,,,not for e~body. 
Q. 	Both tim,esyou:'were in Paris, did you send anything home '1 
A. No. :,,;,':':, , , "'h" 


Q.On these trips to Paris did you' a.lways use a. oivilian oar ? 

A. 	 Yes. 
Q. 	How .ere you able' to proo~e fuel for that trip ? 
A. 	~ just going into the gas station and showing my papere. 
Q. 	 rOll were' sent onfDf to Paris ? ' 
A. 	 Pass -1 had paperBwritte.n by the detaohments Baying that I was on 


;'offioial bu.s1A8ee~ 

Q,.~"'But you were on' pa'Bs ? 

A;Yee. ,,,'" 

'1. Yet you ha.d pape're wi.th You saying that you were on offioie.l· business? 

A. 	 I am not going t~"answer that" queation. 

, ,. 

Su'Soribed an.d sworn: to before me 

Octo,ber 4;,9;;" 


1st 1t. 

Speoial Branah 


,'.",.... ' 

"" ' 

;', ',.' 
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~"o'f~i"iOG of W.:llt8.t'y Gov~rnme. 
fo%:, ,H;)gi':l!.run:;~15 'j}", rs1rk Mnd. Ha ~H",en 

.~thO l:\.m;;1 nt ~~~ 
Co B~\2d W.l tbvtRial.tt. APO 1oS, US ~ 

'-,--, " 

- (.; ­
-', ',' \,"1'-' 

"4 ", .... -	 .'. '~.;; 

%lrasent I Oapt. Ju.llu,B Duohmnll, .Fr(~f·u.rt r~. G. ,Mon. " 
," Flne .~',~e o. 
.. 'tt. Clyde flA.r:d,9, 'De~ ~1:;";'1,&~nl.l.lllEJnt'(l& !i"in.e' Arts 0 .. 

-' ~ . 

Abare i $ 1'ou.r:l~me ? 
30 "i1"8 ,,'utsid'lt of BOEll~xr. t!I1i.'i'.l'3. 

Do ..V'Ou have 'a t'lltr@lIt aQ,;ireSfJ ? 

<' bbott, St.r...t·. 

Ant you. Ipl!U'Tied' ~~ 


No. . 

Q. ilherl9<U"9 yo~;U.vi ? 

f" .. With' I'I\Y Moth.er • , 

Q. ',Before you Oam",,1nto tbEI "I\nay where di.d ,y.0l.lwcrlil: ? 

I~ • ,'llbr thai UtJi~e~l ,Sk~ ~aohblfi) Corporation. ' 


·.Ct. How lop~' h.,,~you Worked for tr.em ? 

OlOM, to 8 ye~J"~." ,.", . 

~rJ. we~ YQu inducted i~t.otl~e Army ? 

I 41U11ifBtadMUOft 28th 134!:!. 

How old are·you ? 

36, last MArab. 


....."'.":.. 	 Hav4 you 'been inlViilitary Qovernmentall the time In~urope ? 
, t,

"I. 	 Y1!I9. ' (: - , 

(~. 	'~t'I9re' you in:' SlU"l wnba.t.1? 

l(~IlI1'. "
~'. 
Ware you. $l:W~6 with t.he t~liam that is at (H.essen ? 

!!'bet -wu DEBlwhi,ah unO. betUl mMe that teambe4H: InHoohs fort • 

.Lhlring 1;h6t;;I"til1me whatjo,be did you do in thl~ tlla.'T1. ? 

Until we f;o.t,to 1Jttrm~ Iwaii}, 4lt l'TeDCI1 int.er·pr.gter. 

'l'O\;l do not ~p~ak (trlrroa·f:l ? 

!10. ,'c' ',"""'" 


h'b~t;\"Il,fUJ YOUl"!oh,iGr Jt,O .1 

U.hf't,E\"oeenth.e:lZil01dy f3wllWa.rJ_ M~ (~il'll~"1j" I 'J":l!U~ in tn. olll;iHi~olty 

of ~"iI1. ,.l\rt(i'~:8ftd ~Dum.nts. 

~~hat ,,,.W~,~tl ;yct!tlF'of:!'ioial title ? '" 

I W!Ui~ ohlef::,raoeptioniet in otla.rg(i of 2 womer; '~'(.'J:' the f'iret :2 . 


. m\)nths./I ~pt upata,1rlell ,to tUi.lce oar~ of tha ~UJl:l!"lary,and h61d. the 
job of f'iDI'J,arta and monumenttt Pfll"t tim•• 

!/.;, ,/ 
! 

- I 

":,,-,',. 

'( ",1,/' ' 
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Q•. 	Bow lonlth~ve AU b••n dol~ 'biG job oln.. Ana cadJloDWMatu,.If. , 	 . 
A. 	 S1i1Oct X wae 'aan off thIJGoOl". .' 
Q. 	 Slue tbe raiMlliof ~. ,pJ"lol'.tothat '1... who had ka. 'he, ft. AJI1i•. 

A. 	 roll!''' i,{lil'"o,otOJ" I'. '. ... ~.<.,." 
Q. 	 ~i4 YOQ'pw .. 01villaD bultgrou.0.4 tor aM Art. aa4. Mo.ea'e, ? 
A. 	 Bo, oalyth..t5,laollN'e-;i. 'h1n~IU.ko 'hat.•.. · . 
Q. 	 You were 'us, _rk1at:: tel" 1$ U.v1D8 ., .. 
A.rea, 	I-.1,,,l!&1·V\fitib fill par,oA\8ud 1 get; -MY tr•• tbem. libaiUJftl' 

1 _..4. was IV' OWD. '. . , 

Q. n1d 70" ••el" r:~~'o OOll•• ? 

AI! refill. __....s,... Actad"IDY, Ionian' Uld.versi.ty '·aDd 'he UD1"%"1I1'7 of 


Alabaam.· . . 
Q.. ~~$1'1 youatt...d tho.. sOhoo18 we" you l ..' .......d 1. 81"8 &ad 

mOBuMntu., ...', 
A. Only after I go:',"u" of '604001. 


'Q. . YOG did. DO' I"W\,~ &1"' ahop". 

A. 	 :610, I did 80'. It'I b.Irid au-plus: of auytbiag IflJl:Jld UI • .1 h8" 110 

'110en8G IlJ!'nlf: ·,to owe tl ttbop_ 
ft. .at.&3 your d.&d.- e.g , . 

. A. Be wot'k...d for ,\i,l. Un!,.d .Sb08.Mao1l11l& OompaD\Y tor &0 yeue. 
Q.Dld YOI1 t9TQ' bow" man by :the'lUlIIWI 01 Pe:&.nO. , 
A'.' Wo. ; '<" " , 

. Q.. -.8 you:r, fa'her);'» ,he ...."',J.v oaps.,",y ? 
A. l'fUli. lw ,19at! J.n,,~·barp ·olhe.liq aaa .t&1110 depanment. . 

Q.. !l1el'ed.~d ~.~ ,aJA1. aft.,. ,you arr1..4 .',.Gioe••awh•• you. Gould 


devote· SlO.. tlm. to ane Art•.m:t4 l1oowaCl.'. ,. , 

:fi. Yes.' ,; ",' /C,'" ':, "';' ~, . • 
 .. 

Q.I _liPlng·.to ~k 'yOG ._"roy pola'.;l q••utl0.. DO-. It 70\\ do 
GOt wieh .,t • • aw.. 70U 40 aot haft '0. I ,,&at tAo warDye" tha' e.q­'. 
'Biae yoi.l.., lII&7ud oan be u,88<1 ~alu' you. It a.. you 08D.'1... 
tu.t1oDal. r1gh' '.0 :refu.se t.o eaawel" Nfl' ,_etloD8 whlob i ..,.lai••• 

;~~ or '.cd \0 1DOIl'~Dat;. ,)"0\:1.. l;Io you ua4e.ru1uUi4 tha' , 

A",' Ye.. '. . . . . 

Q.. Do YGU ,Wua','" '~_rm..Y ,u.ee'loDe ? 

A. I am ready:,; ilr• ".;, 

Q.. -..n WlIll9 'hit f1.." t1me ;you went to the mill wMr. the Bttl. an 


eoll.$o~ion .was.' . 
t\.. 	 IWI\ult the..eaher I heard. tha' _, ODJ"'. trom the stMd.i liIueewa 

of huJctur\ ~,DeeD \&ken thore. 
Q. 	 t:biu?·"....& W&8 	 , 
A. 	 Tha' was &ftl!lJl" ,1 left tq jolt aft tbe' 400:- 'a.. ,he office. 1 ha4 MUd. 

tha.t tbb,e~~blU..K~:·,JuMl •••• moved to thle pl.e.lt OOtUd be a, 2 "~k 
p'J"iod,~el&p.iq,,~b.'\'N8D IQ;1 'J"lp(J~r.. , .~~ 

Q. "1"$ did >~I1~~.J.ba' ,1l'lfo:n&at,i.oJ!1 ? ": 

!l'lo iTOlD "~,lil'elpG~,:•., .,'.' ., . 

Q. 	 How long ~ ~l~eeD with t~hG Dotaohaent " , 
A.' tide t.he.la,ter:pN"tif, Muoh. ,," '.. " 
'Qo 1'he first, .t1lD8,.:yo. went 0.1 to .thia pi... you. were alo».? .. 
.!\. One of )':'\U' '..11 ,iatel"pJ"&tera was' with _.1', oould hav., been WeI."D8J'. 

<A&r.Pu;b110 a.altil Ofti••r bl"o~' ill thll 1&tol"8l.tloa 'hat thee. ob­
Ject'b,.. nre the;rt),o A week attoer 'ba.t I weD' Ollt '~.J".. I wen. Ollt,be,. wi;tt:. ray J.Dter,ratel". ,WlWB 1 80'1 t~". I tol d thelD 1 was' 
1.t.retailed i.1l ,t~.•;·.i,f'lB., ·ar'outd aaked it he bAd arty. He 881d thAt 
'here \'II8r!2t.,_t,a,,·.,.;JJe told 11$ thas M bl!1d wo.run i.c U &.J"'G mi/i$9U8 in .. 

..1;,- . 

. , ( 

'.,',i.f ... 

. , "," 
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Pl"Mkf"tl.ri ~ s;' shond' _ billet sQalogl!t IiUld;io'ur$ijj that _!"'U .ill those 
,:t'-o nomo ~ . '" . .,,r 	 " 

A' thBt ti_ you 'fIerv. lDt'3"~ted: 1a the 0tu.~~f 'f.ltom the Pra.nkr~r1:"i.ru:".WI . 
_4 5O'i:i1i)i~e~oe?,. -', 

A. Y6~. '. 
Q. Did YCI1 OQm@ luao'k a.g~iill to the dll ? 
A. r(fj~. e. lI.'UilIIDiterof ,I'm.... 1 oaaGc say 8Xfl4.1y. 

Q.. A,to ~ tri_ Vlll", Major1iht'iulOlou with you ., 

~". Yfi$, the very aeatime I .vent baok t.h~.... 

Q,. ;j~'hGlldld you. I§.'O to,th.$ mill , 

i\,. Oa .U" l'iplltr. time.':"'" . 

Q. ibo was with YOIl, thell.' 
It. i\Y lD1i4tlfp:t'<ll".r.. ." ' 
Q. Does ~j.,t!ihr.BClou: (Jp~&.k: {}grmliUl ., 

A. 	 No. 
9. ~D you wen' out "the n$.)tt tim. with the Major did you ISIJe aaytbing 

liD ft.-id.i.t1oD to wbe" ;;rOll uaw /:>e:k"ore ? 

1\. J'othiut.,~ aeflf, _tAt, tbe asme .in ~Telltlii" dlS'ail •. 

(l. 1."1.rl. ,hey show you 'any draw-in.ge, wood or&ve1aga, .tonlngB ? 

.1.. 1 do DOt .....fiibeJ';:. / 

(~. '.,. tho Mtl,joF"i•••ne'Ehi in a.l\Yt)p.~ partl.l1l~riY' ? 

~. No.:", . 

<;j,G Do$~ be neve: ~hi~t;o do with art " 1.9 he G!i. ool.l'!Jlot;or ? 

A. NO• 

. Q. i;ihst 18 big ,Job? 
,/.. P""bil ~0iu,r .. . 
Q. ~,4lh-i:Jre is blshome ., 
A. In California. 

Q,.-Do your.olitll the;:ri~:.n time you. WIInt bGOk tM!'& ? 

l. No, I do BOt reculol1.,·" 
Q. Y..". hew 'b;1i1lltD 0\1\ .~b~to 6!Ools11y several ,im0Q 'I 

'ft. Tf\:i, WiS had G"9"er~laollv'1iilr~~~,tionlll • 


. Q.. How ID6.I'lY time1!ll dl(!>yol.1 elf. thlitfi.'\e p~opl. lIJin09 the fll"'fI.!1t time I) 

,,\. Approxlmat.ly 1.0 or 12 time~3. . 
~. lfb1li1J\!U!$ in ~ p.ri.~rrom J\m~ to S.p'b.mbgr ? 

,A.ltil®, .8.1?p~ll11a'b.l,.:~, . 
Q.. Thera came e. tilllllil;l!llna:o ycuand the Mt.~jOl" ~r. out there when you Vie" 

ehown· .cr. oJ. t h. c,~:H ".&ot1oD '? 
l',.• Yeii~ ,I llta8 ~ak.11 :o,~t' ot 'be .house into the b~\ra' ~d, Iil!!.W Gv~r,y'r;,iag 'bey 
bd piled ,1'Jera.·,1 f'O_tD'b91" ol).lI)ltlrli:.,MIt p(dnting.,I· m.' th(t !UIAC tha.t own~li 
'hl(;J tlulelui"$pa1nti ng. ,1, W4V.1i told it 'b'lfu.s. 1. f't there,. 'be't'ore tl:/,e oombini,~ 

but 08l1not ,8&;;1':: fOJ",;,~ure.",. . ". 
Q.., ·Jll.bout W!tJlUt do you th1ftk you aaw ,)v$~hJ.utr th&t~~&1 there ? 

,/),. llJ.$ht t.eror.!lJf· d.pall"t~. • .' 

Q. 	 iiUb.eD w$9the first t 1m. Y0Q. had be€tn t.~k.11 oat :ill'othe, b~~ns 8,nd ohown 


thea m<ll!.1n bo4y of oolll!.totionn ? . 

A. 	 1- oa.:ano'li 'ell you exactly the t1me. It',"~B IIU"OtU1d the ti'(,$ ~''b!9D a 


dri.V0J" "I'll ¥;ttru.ck,:from oW" M ta,o hmiitnt went out ther. to i;t'e.eor.M 

tld.rage tha\, .1'i.hilt!. '1i'!toftd in the 'Oat.h holJu:!ie at St.td Orb. 


r. " 

" . 
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Weil ,oa. etiU-lyiB Jrme 1 ',' 
_ot kDOW. I !i~d ,.ilo.1 "e<i, ne'life ,h.t, the oath bO"fi8 bad De•• ' broaa'.'bo. ~em&;J1 "le' 't,'iiat there ·,,\u~r•.V'a.lu.Ul. paln~i~. at DIAd Orb~:, , 

Q.. l'iwyNqu$i1tEtd 'hat you a.o~11e' them in brin~bag '0.119 oollarClt'ton,'t;~k 
to 'bh.fjll~ ? ' " 

A. 	 Yee .. 
Q. ~J"\:.t yQ~~ a.lon~ on tbe, trip ? 

AtJ Yea, 1 went OD ODe,' tri,p to Bad Orb. 

Q. 'lhe,.e ,ft~."wo tJ"~ps., IMlat did you. 'bring back a
JI,." lirollght buk, box.e 'and put tbIDeD lDw thlt bUSh .. 
" 
Q" 	 l)ld youG$e whats ,vau in the bona , ' 
.~. 	 nit box Gonta,iudpaJ.Dtin6,"$. Several \lI'ere 'broken opeDm Ift that eatn0 

e'er. botlolile wae tur.r..ltve, a eup'board., oh&1rs, B lot of ouplJoardfi takIJa 
$part. ~ -Jaa,de anotp.e,r trip to I.~ t.o ploKup 80llle 5lIu.pplitJlJ for ~ 

.:P\::blie R"!ltlth Ilu.rtiu!t~'" ' 

c(" How 'bi~ e ttruok:wajl) this 1, 

,A. ,A 3/4 t.ruok~' ,','" 

C.l. 	 Do you know' wheDt.billcrlp was mad~? 
A. 	 lit masuh QJida !laft',JtiI,So. ,abou.t AIilg\lI8'. It w~a 'betore t.ha.t.. It !QU.iSt 

b.eVIiJ 'b-eliJa In,Ju.ly'l!iIo,lfteti,".. 'lb., Publl0 liBal th ,"'.8 that peded, mollie 
$Up,plies \'!TO,"; ~lMo"$~;.iftg, the trip wi t~ the Ma:;or.Et.tle 'old us '11M' 
t:!lere was to.:9 u,:the-re. Th9l""'1Va~ ,to 'be 8pp~pt4lll1y 4. boxell' O'£' 
piotw".~ t.h~f'~~ , ' 

Q. 	 Hra ~ked yO'ti U' he ,Gould. e\.'O Q,lotJG ? 
A. 	 Ytiu•• 
Q. 	Tn. 1A~Jol'c,M.id he, .~tH,d to ~ t.o It'HIII(oj \be OOIlDti-y , 

A. 	Yes, bill _1d 'nat. '·Sir. , ' 
Q.. 	 You., 'he M~jol" -4 ',mttl$ went ontn~e 'ri.p ? 
A. Y911!1. It was, going.:to ..i"'ke \\e 2 days. ' 

{~. Is Isq' beyoJ,Ui t.l:u.";,plue where, you. had. t.o gat thea. IIHlp;:)lie" ., 

.A.Y.,., it took us 2daye to oome Md.l"9'UTn. 

Q.' ;~ th3t OD aweek~~d f 

',i\.UIIl.' : 


, Q.D1d the Major au'll ,yoti' do the driving?, 

i. 	Yes. We brO~shtu~:8e pio'u:re~ back there. They weft w'ored tbent with 

.the otj~er4\l ~ , " ' '.' . 
Q..Writl~ tme" trips' '.to the .:tttle' a you: alwSI'f/f' to.:/k an il1ta:rpre\.I'wl._h 

you? " . . . ' . ,i. 
A.No, it Su,sth.avii b~~,. Sor 4 t1.m;;~@ 1 d,!d DOt t~. an lotorpr.t~l" with 

1'88.' "," '" :,,' , : .... ", . "'~: 
Q. 	 ~~ tl8\&811y ,waDt, ?"';~;'" . . 

A. 	MiesTeipel or:•• J3e.ngerti • 
. '1. Did ~r. Ban{~n' know th(tp*,opliiJ ttlilll"'lB , 


A... I doaot know tor ,~-lQI'$ e' 


Q. 	 You do Dot )mow if .. t~y knew .e&ah ot'O.er or JlO~ ", 

A. 	 I ll!).YQ bG.n to ~ankf"'l't \dth Bnn~ii$rt acd. ri~l'ed 'lwir hoJlii4&. 

Q. 1a Ml"'.. 11"'~~"$,.t· $ tat.!ifJt' a promirl'lnt man 111. FrQnld'"~t ,. 

~\. I do not JUU)'W..for· sure. Be Wfa.8 9. direotor &$ l.u.. F-arbe.n. 

Q .. Mr. Be"l'if:':9i"t &lw~s'did anocmpuxty you =01$1; of the t1_ , . 

IA.• I mOtlltly lililllii!lld Mm.. !It 1 Deed'iid. an 1Iltfu·pretel". I took. 08';1 ou' ot the 

offloe.; 

Q. 	 III hIJlpiD;1!; tbfltm" taO": the !!itu!'f did t.hey give you. s pl"eaent ? 
,Ii. 	 !'esa, it 1i!l'.IlS 8 pa.i.Dt'i'~;. I did, DOt appreoiate l' partlewUvly.A.bout lit 

week 'before l"~.Wa."" ~~~i"n t.o mo in 8 frame sad I said! ~ollld Itot 5U!U'ld 

it h01B8. So ·'he next time l W:8ntdoWD he had. 'ak~l'l it ot"r tho traM 
\'~ ... 
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and 1t ilit now O!l ~, difek "tGies\ien. 
'~;.Ifl ,it; NaO.y f()~, ~h1'tll'!?nt.. ' 
it. No. , 
Q.~ ,~tiI t;:i. ~a:jol-':PVOn l~ pietwoe '? 
1'",. t "11,8"..$0. ,', , .:.,' ':-: 

Q. 	Did he' BIJ1/I that,'they !lsd, given bim ~plottanl ? 

~ ~,' -' 
.eb.. 	 1.. 6Q. 

Q.. 	 'Ha'lr$ Y()tlU"O,.:l,;s<fa 1t , 
.\. 	YWf,ll. " "": ' , 
Q. 	 !lid YCiU 'bau D.'tJ3 putieule.r Bot10_0f. J.\1 
A. 	 lUne was SiD laterior with 3 figUres. 
Q. Do y(',u fasOw "P.o pidntif/fd yourltl or tbe Major'c; ? 

A,,,, No. ,',.:.. ' 

Q. You do DOt ,f!j6tl, that tb.ey are very vall.1abi~~ ? 

~'. No ' ,,,',, " 

Q. I:rr. the!B.a,jor'ttf os.nvti.a or '1IIoad.? 

J~. I donat' know~:, :", " 

Q.:,\Iba,t a1sG ';VQul,l you say ~h$, 'p&;i.nt.lng,"S "'!'e approxlfDP.ltely? 

A. 	 18 in ~ 2414: ' " 
.:rhoy Mr. g1 ;reB to 0\1 ,lllftf.!l'J",; 'hes$ two ttiplil ?


:\. re~. q,w.te a:f'ter a ;;11'4110. 

Q. 	You u'!!Md 1;.0 • 0 out tberiJII :i:'or dinner 'I 
A. Only olle t.1m~}'~:' 

,Q. Ha."e Y01.1 efti- 'e..en any' winathorlJ 'I 
,\ .. Tee;: 1.,lfiBl ",,;,~nnlb18 for 0.118 C&tik. lilP.; hAd 3 oaeke Bi14 1 m,f.L~~d '0 

,ii~' ODe for' tnem .. 

Q,. TOll· "sed to,ru.n out the:r. 1n the eveDillgt.o eel!D them ? 

.A. Yae, 'but it .wela 2»)"81" iii. hal'lt,~;J;t. 

(t,; You did e... t.p ..t ,hat. you ~Dt ou.t at ls,mlt OWO e, w.:ulk ? 

.A .. No, only ,10 ,or. :12 time6al'o~thl'&r.. . 


_t.1 .. no1\' me"n,y.t.;itt\~~ W~9 the ~,~8jor out there 'dth you. ? 
-~"': ,f...,~. ./lll ,but t.hlr'e. or 'fo'ar t 1'Ohls. . 
.,. th· D1t: ,he~$e :t.o,::';;'O Q'tl1li th'ltrliif ,~hen yell 'W9r~.,n.ot there '" 

.It.t!$ 	maq·uve, 0&8». out :2 or 3 timeD \'Vi thoutr' me. 

0... It.!. f!l(~dl~i.Orl<to· tbGl:ie W.!iilJ lIfiere' ~).oy ot.biIJr ;::;if't ... ? 

A. 	 I bought l"a.~tfJ of' t!linge. porcelai.n 'box~@. eto. 1 Gould not tell 

you th~ numb~r. ' 

0... About' how muo,h .have YOQ ~~p'~r.t out tberG ., 

A. 	160 not .knew tht'it. I h,!:'),ve tlplJnt eOlDe of'UW' 1tavi.llgIIlbeddee what i 

MVS eg:ri\6d ,~:{hi1e in th-ll) I!lrmy. 
t;;l,o 'itk,hlld .1011. oay " 000 to ;'5 000 Mru-kG ? 
,A. Ye~! •. ,in '.Fri~.fu.rt I b.&v.bol:l~i:ht tb.inga ~ peoplo th~t I know. 
::4.Pro.~a,1l 'JfOIi)llM/. OitOD W9.EI thl$" ~h1r""j rdoe ? 
A. YIdJI~. :, . 

Q,. 'lb. th.f.ll~i1a th.&t. youpio}.:ed out t.bit" '"" for :/01";1' oen s~lt ? 

}!I". :re~". 


Q. 	 In Qtbgr ~'Ordta you !'-'Oul.t 8&.1 YOtl tape:nt <4 000, '0 5 000 ~aru;s 011 
thOI\ll4/J "t.hinti-tl, ? 
. ' ~~ '4 

A. 	y&~. I MV(i"'/'''~Ql!Iive(l bi!ls for .aoh. 1'_ that I hit" bo!}..!:;;ht • 
. '-' ." ..~.. 

. :-.', .. , 


<, ., 
,." .. 

OJ:' 

:i ...' 

, 
" 
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',Q..110 y~ tlOO It)lat ,they~,~ve ;yO"'. lit. f&1r, prioe 0.,. theetl tllil'.lg8 ,.' 
"A. I' ,tbought th!Jt.t they ,W'(t'" kind ot htij;b~ 
Q~ ',~o' of _.hie w.Q.{§, Nnt, home, -.-.ift, t.~18 plotW"e ? 

, . A. 'fOJ!ll. ' ,: ,: 	 ' , 
Q. 'Did tbe Mo.jor lMV. ~bl_ , 

" ',0;' 

" ,.A..'He bQ~h' 011., ,1:(\'Ii.... 	 ':- : 
',-,,'

Q. 	 How mu.eb 'WOuld you ~ the Mftjor /iJPl!'lftt ? 
. "~l 

A. Probably e.@ tltoG!! " I did. 

q~ .. Bo ijo~'bt mor.- u"rud.ft $'.££, did.-' he ," 

A. 	Ye~. . ".' 
Q. Who ~$ \~!. 'be.rgat,w .for the M6~iOi'? " , . 
A.Som.'!_BJf.iJ"lt'~4 otn.r file" oW" ln1ierp"tt!~.~ 
Q. 	 Dtu-'ln~ the t.1_ you. '~~r. in Arts l\lld. .DWlDGm.to~trom thepo~p th&' 
O~ in YOQ ,dj.<,\ l'1e.. ~'hc&t you. thou.~h'D.CUH.;'flar.r ',:::, .. 

A. 	 I dld, DOth."fI, t,hie:,all, ih$. tim... ·.It .1s a !\lilt:i.. job. , 
Q. 	 ''tQU n&Ia uroaB thi'tli' 001131':'&10. ,iu'Ma,y 07 June•.~ Mda't you npor\ 

the 8xil.\-1H1ZlOe ,pt thie at that t1m., v,o tih!e he~iidqtJ.artl!)ra " 
Ii. 	 'Beoau$e Id.1,1.l 1101;' "sm"d it aD' bo:i~ &1iJ ouoh.I w,-ld 12 ilAC!letlill o£poop, 

. oomb:l~ in l"ogeL:t'dlng 'blng$ tbat O~ in. , 
e. 	Did.vou.r~?ol1l tb.o, ,oollliJotion after yo,", reM ,thlRpoop ., 
A. 	 No, that _e,wr;y:..Z",t9~Ut1t • ., Job Wo.o not a £.all tillll job, bllt 'A'II1UJl 

OfUU111tOted. wlthzv:ot9.:er :<ltutiell.,c 
Q. 	 In ISO tlV as tbis' ooll'lltction \l\i'i'lI.SOODO(;)n1eC. youkr~w it V"~ae'h.re .1n 

May Of" JWlilt?"" . 
A. 	 fA\Y Ohl!Soing vOtlnd.hi':is D8!iD \0 look e.f'\er l»ooks .to. , &$ flU" aa thil!b 

oolhJotioB "ifa@ oOl1iolJrned 1 d.:f.dnt t think that it W!~8 'hat impOn81'1t. 
Q.. You. ~~.emhtlr "011)1,;~ng IIOW. poop eAying ttl..", th1ags ",..1"94 09'81" 

.g 10000 whoald l.t9, ~E:~p(lr"od iZIIIHdlalety ,,' 

Ii" I do DOt nmlftDlber. ,,' , > 

Q. 	 Youb~v\lll r.oelv9d.wtl';:tO'Jl do..WiHtnS~ from Aril;r' (Woup ~ t.his bead. 

' • .\t.rt$r'Iil"'i,:~>' .'."~'" I, 

1:~. TM..a poo,p b~EI; oome, "totb.. Major and DOt '0 lDe~.:' , 
Q. 	 :Did Jl"ou. 'V'-lt~ .•$0 oV,~r. :t.lU~ptlo.~ with the Is,jol' an.,d, auk fOT d1flilrll.tu.'-lQIl 

whfr& it WG'Ii('e;u.ppo'~:,~i 'to go? :"., 
t.i.· I-:ti{9vi,f!rdld 'bu.t I~Uf:'tY. ,that. w,ao tlllit way 1j .at'!! dQl'lil. 

Q. l'6\& havGl ~l §$~@e.,fr3t::'oaZlt.J' ? . 
. ..lfi!8bAve 'fi obiet olerk and b4! !Ide;,:: the dio':rlbu,t!OIl. 

Q.. 	 011 ~, qued•.i.Qll that yo~ dld no' mow, did yo~t.~k. it "P with the 
ikT.jor ?, .".,'c. 

A. no,I 41d J)Ot. ' , "r~. " 

Q.. On .bat bas!. did"YO'~"r(i)pol't to the ,AnJY tbe dj,@(JOViJry of aoo GaUeO of 
BtiJ"lln Gt3c!l'.'bl'bllotua~l( 'bOoks fot.'l.nCL 010•• 1;0 At'u.b'l\tr~ ooaf'Qre?" 

J~. 	 Ifl t~ut poop t, ~ with the Su.mmary. 1 BadoplDae"" several 'bos$ft\ to 
Cllbeok '.ftiba.\ was in thitm ? . ' , , 

Q. 'lbe.. rople '\'fhu ~'fOrkl1d :roryell- ,UIi they t'i 11 out li'r~...bo~;wn ? 
A" Il'be 010 ohfJoked 1&11... ,.', ' 
Q. 	 Did cbolSttle' u fill out Fra.';S;et>ot;'Gtl' 
A. 	 'lee thoy 414, ,that:w~ appro..xJ.mately 2 01'3 weeks' AbIlO.' Approxiat'ltoly 

around tue24tbof:~pt,._e.. 194.6. 
". 11rI it .rue,~~at t~ cae lDv~ut1~lI\t~;) tbem in Ill,. ;:f~.w winute$ ? 
A. Yes .. The CIe' had \)9~a tt'Ulre b~f()rEt., >~,,,, , . 

Q.. Do you, cow, ~hing';, a'bout t;h;fj,~ p90pl;.?";,,, .. ' 

. ,1\. I ba.d ne.ard,that t~Gy: wrf'J~oO'l~p;r prozdne,tltp~,f.l.'pl. inPr&.nkt"u.rt, 1 


knoW' th~y w4JJ"0' prcit!1toant for th01~i1ilt .20 1'8d"e. . 

.' 
, \' 
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I;' '" -.1 .. 

;.~. 4,i.d, yO~ rt.r;'h'l:. laforJ.lIlltloa , ~om' , . . " 

)\. , 1:bltY0a-i.a.c; i'h!<otfioe. ,Or. Sap;? llAd. 'old •• \hat be wam 8 P"~.D1I 


" IIQ. , 'l'bAt' he' Mer ,WOrked 1. 'boea_WI in PraakfW"t. 

Q,., Dld 1'''U.I Gowwh:M' ,tlll1.e maR' $ baoqroun4 111M?">' , 

Ih, I did Bot., '," ,::,,' ,'", 

~.. .old ;you kaO.;,u~~'i.rJtb. p~ty, ,

J. .. 	 'lee" ' ',,' , ' , "~,,': " ' ,.",,,, , ' 
Q.. ADd c1esp1t.thatkr!oiN19dgoe you 'oolt adyq'''f8 othi,18boapl'alit,. ? 

, A. The f~"ba" he w~\i.filplok8d up from ,he pany" 'qd J""!10".~t .fOl" A4ilplag 
ths ~$W'o did.·", "'tie. to 'm,~k. ',hePllI rtyooeeotloIl8 important.. , 

Q.. .00, ytJakDOw tbe, W'i) ,have s Speoiml Braaob .111;:' tOI' l:ny.~t,l"l~tla..'ir CUHIIG. 
,like ,'tIhiilil " " "-"". " , 

A,. 	 Yen. 
Q" 	 Aad YOUl' s;p.-.l.al, :Bi-~ntjh Atd not;~O'N abol.lt 'hie Clen? , ,~, 
Ak, ,1)0 you Do", ala"" "c. l.tt.r 'bat W-"IIS 1.ft'ltton fOT till,i,a mat~ ., He said 

he 	~,:tld 1 i .. ,'to do' eo.._.'I'Iork: .nt.'!, ~, back OD his teet .. 
Q. 	 '00 you. latow that hoi ha,d 1'Iote<J, 1"-1if &ppi'!.d••or of Jewiuh P.lrt wor.K're "I 
A. .ow . . .~ • 

Q.. ~~U. M Stol.d t.beflf.o,h;l~ 1;0 you, VlN1B ~tha~ ~ Q\&8"t1011 in your 


miBd th&.t.he ~d J;(~1,baV'. a lio@nt1tg to do tluohfAthl.1.\i~ '! 

It. 	I GO ae\know.,:111a:i0wt.ti(\, 't..l.'u'tre ·~r. peopl. from Frank.furt 'W:ho OS_ 


to ~ thini'i's thDJ"$1&1'!ll(). 

q. 	·0Jl what b~u~l~ dlo.;.yOH put~V'lrnmeut 'tl'an!tport.at1.oil at 1;b.. d,ll1poli&l 

. ot''' "h.~_ p&,opleto';~ingt:!'w" thin~fli beak from. B&d Orb 8nd l(~ny ? 

~\. 1 baliB;pp~"..l,tr~:,~~fran~pon..ti~:n artie.J" . and, th.CO. 

Q.hfore anytMrtg c.eUld D8nmond ,YO'" .$hould. have perm.i.sH.ionf':C'o11B 'he 


n_ Al'to "n4 HOl'1umel1ta il'om l)QIt .r-~ to mow tbo~. , 

..t. t a.lway$ F.,."h~ ~Jor' s pl.trmifud.o~ before 1 ~D' ahee.d *'040 lt~ 

Q.. ~r whO" .lIthc:.rlty d.iit you p",,"'o employ lJOU ot8.f1" that; WIlI,IlI 


.gll.o'i~ tb_. :bo~k~ out a~;;er.l ? .. . 

JI.. L'o" dowtl 11$": _4 talkod. to i§.a.jor Irvill &Ad '01111 him tllt!!.t waG go1118 


Oil arl·;i ~t'hi.·f'\I p.,.i:~~ioB '0 do tnla.. ' , 

(~. DldMIijI,jor lr"'~8 mo'lf.hat tb",ee '001' 1I,lotiohl\'lt wltre \tilde!" gtl(u"d by thtt 


lUli.tNT '~oupe lut~~t erli/l~ .., 

I.. I do not kBow "" ,'. ,> ,.

·(i~ Ul'~l YOt! ob1il~.i; a :}~j1~'eboi~~ hom F'rfllU f}r6;p. , 


I •• NQ. 1 did Dot. TbelClCY't£lStnt O.l!W& tbore e.Z:t.d 'alit., to~ll otthom. 

~. 	 ,~tbo wtttt ,he ~pHl.:t. .'i:!"i~f;;t lmrolftd tnBoS"ee~i ..~ t.ill.., WQZ1ls.ll ? 
A. It wa.e 11\,' fat f.dlo!.~,.,l o".tnnot tell you hi••••
'i. ',~ a. fOl"mA.l .reql1e?1( lBaile to IIIOrgen 'b9S.~ people ,oet'oJ'1ilt '/lOll ew.ploy«td 


t.ithl! .., ,. '" .. ',:"" . 

,A. 1'1iI"I.. '. :. <.. 

Q. 	BO'I' did fiheCIO', ~t:? .. 
A. 	 I ~5W l~t.. H~~~"i~ho,1 r~ in 0 !l3.:f.li:e of 'ihe d"!)tAch~nt at CU«iH'illJl!tD _d tol cL 

klial t.b,<"!.t;.Il1'$' Wtil't~$(i:'.9 tHive i",OG~{ ',i~'Q,d~" d,oZle j ~m(i.. ~ fore 1iUJ.:f il!f1!J('O <!mpl~ 
'to f.~~~ 11' -n,(t ;"'fol..l.lfi i~s9 <iV-or tbiilttll ':Jl,~30,t( th>llm. 

,~. Di.d you b"".'\fiiil:1\ ~ritt>~ %":~pcrt. 04~ t.h8!,~ , . 

.,;:t 6 1 ~lo no't knOl*J'. ~< 


Gt .. l'o'u.ro eor-.ll'ftunio!:ltioll ,\'ili 1o,l) .P!S() ,vttO ;;~rel!tS!l:.(t th~k)~oplit you '"vera 

e,.lOin;i:: tOi!Ja:.plQY ? ..:.". 


!!i,. :rhe Ole W$.i.1!ll ,:toir~;t; 't.hi(,~~ 


fI .' , 
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(~. ~tou ~~t.',~~in&;:\to. elllploy tn..1t ?' , .'" 


A.. 1"hey fire :·"i~ 3m:plo~by the ~L-.~"Q'. 

Q.••S;lB~tSp••l.~:BrQach 8e' '\Jp' in,l~t" Jta.ly , 
A. I C&n.eot ••11)'0u. th$.t~ .' , 

"4. You_vel" ht.t.d'FrauGrape £'ill oui a Fr&(~",bo'ci.-eli\, JIl~' ;what. th.,. ale 


8aid.. verbally•. riley do l1otuve. s. NOO;'d. of &or.QD1~, 'hem. 

,fi. I d.o not i.mow,AboDtthiU•• &:$ h~d tollB keye to !'JI"r;Y'1~ there. 

~. ':~b.GZl youp&icl ~~,~, Btt19 t ® ',01' thi$ is,tu.ft did. you. u.ee OCOUp,,\i,OD 


.ourrauoy .? " , 

}~. Y4lh~. . 


Q. D.l¢i Yt'ljOl" S;h1"9fWlou. tlee oC(Jtlp~d~i()n tDoney too? 

A.. I do not ~tnow: 

r;;;,. WliiS th~ ~tu.fyou !!I!ltnt bome lZl!')llt by ,~roel pO~~'~ ? 


YG~. '. 

Q.. '{"IF. fir. it; ,~11" 1lII~11:~d fr01l:l tb,'~ iJ<:lrl1!l!;l.n Zom" 

A. 
Q. *one ,,\~KI,C: 'm.l~:~'l~~d, 'frOm Isl.lx~robo\lr~~ '?, ' 

IhNa, I'\t1oft,O~.,'knC!w. Th\\) },Ull.oka..:!!,"e m,1g~t hl!l.vobttf3n mtdl"i}d lw oQ.r driver 

but ~9 r;':r..:t- ·liI.S' I;mow t'hilv' "r'em,l!'.iled .i.n~hef:~rll:l""n Zon~lh .' 

Q. 	 Abo,,', ,~~~~$Oo,i:llool,llJ~tion.~o 'owm~d th~':t "?, 
I.. A~lta1:U.tf«h6,~~ork"Jdror ",tJ:LIil: ,Prino~~~f;; :3Glm:e-lio"~l~ 

," tt.... "'. 1 1 ·t', • t " ' 
~."1UW va.. I.U1D , flil .•... <l 1, .. " , 
A. 	 I iio DOt.k:nO'.lV". 
Q.. 	 Dia8i.'ul~:~iJl't, Qo~a i1p 'to tH$-:~i;;$ll,for "J Job, ~\lld. i:41!J1 hOD~ was 10 ' 


li'rank furt·· ? 

A. Ye~". 

Q,,, You. Mver met', ..him \1nt.U bill cu,milt ~Q work inO-icHO$f! ? 


,~},~ 10; U~ oue to~ttJll~ G.oo&- t\nd~5kad for \\I'Q,rlt.:. 

-~":~. Ii;, .Ml~a Tal'pel:';iDt-er'Oi?ited' in oolleotiOI1t'! t,oo " 

<,!.!lo.", 

~~ .. Jlnd you elI~\Y' t,k'll!fI'::$.t&rl~"l you puzohalfuad W~Mj\o.rid:itl&l in d"'Siit~a ? 

,A. inth 0:/ f'r.H:'Qh, bl\cJs:!;:rottaa. I a..llil"t-t:i"f.il':j~e.j. in Prenet':! thi.l'!tt:S. 

Q.. rot,a. 1'Il'·~.i\lld say ,a '.v'}~'~1 ,lBOiiitly lBtb oentul"y ? 

.t!!,,, "I'fle. . , ': i" ;,.i:. ' 

Q. 	 Did you 'ell':m$ th';:t yOIJ.,h~'di. t,'~lk.dto Il!. lih, jor inyo~r. £lDt-!'Jl.obm'llnt· 

8bout"Op91litt~¥up ~ fuhop il.1.Palm ::;pl"in,~? . 
. ,a..ro "J .·',T,bo ..fIlJ"ji),:t:_, tH~id t.h~th•. thc)u'sht I ~,d.l.Q~i¢l iiI!) oat to Cr;.litornla 


wi·to m:,..l'" ,fl&l'i!t;;,'~iH'it Palm ;~:prings.yot11d '"IJ~~t:good pll"~'~G5. 'I d,o 1l0t. 


cc~ra :to;r~tW"ti to ~'ii,H'kt for t1'...9 Unitllid:*hoe, 'ticJ.ine Co ,Ql')d I W1l\S 


t.i1h~ki:'i~£.of :&,;fttt.'1ng Cl job wit;t~ ~'& :f'rien4o.£: mind "'.;tio i~ {..bout; to 

open,~~~lht:Jp~;')', ~r. Fr'u:tk l),;;;rneu' of Bo~tion. 


Ct_ 	 Did you, .iilJ"1;1It,r.' <ii'~~Q1i<a~ thg 1~Oii)"lbUit;{ 0:' i:nportini~j' tid.. Ai.-r&~ i'rom ,f.j,8 ' 
£i,:ttle··$j' ., . 

f;,. (')f' not importing t.h1$ p!l.l"t.loI11&r otufi', but if 1 .v((fj:t'w~ntl.d qytbl~ 
they toldm@thl'ly wOl.iLldlook :&.r,.pounC. ::01" tl'.ili. 

Q.. J1:.b'$,.,Y l:I:~Hi',I).,..)~,,:;~D'jd~ru;~''lI!Jl:~t~1 in looidn~; up ti;ti.i\tf.'~;: i'ol" ;YOU '? 

./!:.. r.,,~. .' '. '.... ",: 

Q.. Wa.@.Biii,n,:\'ert; ,.Vi:lI~ i'thmg '.iI'i ti', Y<:IU wh\in"~ youoQua;ht f~ny of. this l'ltdlff ? 

A. 	~ .No. Mj;~~,,,T,lpJtl tl"i;';:'ii1 l!J.~on,~~\dtr.i tl!.l'l ,~~OGiathHull.-. 

,', '-' .,Sub..i b&d . ~.lHHi mwor~ to In fore 
~:rm~t~dt. Gerlu~~ly. 

, "f, ­

I~- r t,.: 
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;th'~y wi:l'l re:i,il~~··~i1i 'lUY p6:ssess;on un:ttlthe question. '~~." ..: " 
thei;r:.res,tltutloil: h.es ,b(u,n elal'1tied.' ShoUld this ,personal " .... ' 
guarantee 'of':,mine d n6t auf·ficel requ8JJt;you t'O. name e. . 
eustodlan and +1t possiblie- ~he s'ame oustC),d1an who was in 
chargE); o~/m,y,,:propei'ty :pI'ev~ously.'· ",.'~' , 

;'Con¢:e:r~,:tig :the :piC'~iJ,l'i, by' ICow~.k1 j'Ull'gSl':i.llIch .. Ji9.Q~.-~ 
ze'i ttl,,~ 'l'e,.'Y:~~.;He:r,r]r~ Wtedmanri, stut'tgar't', iaaot~all;y, 
,6QlI'l'eSl;>,oil'.d1Ag;Ni,t~· the previouS, ownoer concerning this 
p~ctUi~"~:" '., ' •• ' ' ..:..:. 

'. -, ' " ".,: t''c . . 

sinderely your's. ";"',' 

. " 
I sf Vi. Sohenk 

I ,'.'.,'.« , . ~ \' 
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. . ".' i ,'w..~'; th.:refOr~ u%.l4er the f11'l1' 09nv~:o,tl,oll,:tha1; ~*',;:: 
thepiQ1ll:t:r'.ee :I hade.cqu~~.4,throUShEt~1,,~Gl!" ,',wel".nGn.~
J,.w1eh'e:;r.1,8+*., .When s~ver$.l weeks. :ago1 wa.sr.(nu~s~:.d ,for' 
the p1,'et,u'r. 'listed ae·'W·o. 1 (Kowal~ ":Bau.~oolllz.lt:u,) 
,~er the 'r,.os~ttit1on. ,law! WQSI40st',u":PJ!1sed and angry 

. "eit th~:w~'Et;;l~ had ac,ted. ,lms.cielj\i1'!l'bit:te;r ,~.~.~~•. 
al.'ter w,h1Ohhe"1ntorrn~d';me that'hehad'not aoqui~~'4 ~hi.' 
p)c:tur.e fz:om,,:the.'pre~ou!ll()Vm$r '. "how'as .a Jew, .'b~t fro", 

. t~s Jel""S e;g~ntt.. Dr. Hote9ker trom' F:renkf'ul't!Matn, whi:.· 
liad . offered this :pic'ture to Ettle. I . " '.' : , ..... 

• ,'1 , , "" 

'" ., '. ';" ,1', ' L '. ' '. ~, ""'" " .'.': " '. 

. '~heBe ':P¢'9,t~lree arc still in' til! room of' Wy,. v:11l:a l':rl',\' 
.whi,cl',lt ,tlPQll' Ilie\11;1~~~ :of,theAmt' 'fUr 'Verm.6g.n8kQl'l~roJJ.e t t~e~" 
wer~ ,et,ore4. i~.:~:+·h:er;ew1 th., gfvem.y' sQ,+~~'assuranee ,that ,I' .','.:, 
::1'l~11n·o,~,:'~v~',:,;th6s.'ip'1o/tures int 6 o~l1.r' Jr-allds and that , 

';" . 

v 

~'):', " ' 

~. " ,; ;' 

f 1202~8 
R.6 '.:2(;'Q' -~'-<~'.-,".".<.:._'-,. ~'.-'--~ 

.... Entrt(1 i b'L ,~~EO Vd:,i '"3J: AS : ' 
'. BoxQ7 itgo~L.L. <INN! I.woiIlnv I"''''''''-''''''-'--~~-"",, 

.!.'" ,,. 
/' -"'''; , I' 031:HSSVl830 ' 

" 

I 

http:thepiQ1ll:t:r'.ee
http:ICow~.k1

