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AEPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES .

Fihrerbau - “ooting

On 29 april 194%, when'MKxAmerio;nd were about to enter
Munich, 723 items , including the SCHLCSS COLILCTICYH (262 paintings)
were still in the air raid shelters of the Fuhrerbau. :

Between the middle. of June 1945, when the Yentral Vollcctiﬁg
Point was established in the Fithrerbau and the Yerwaltungsbzu and un
adaguate mllltary guard was posted , and 15 gov 1945, 148 have hee
found in the “Yentral bol]eﬂtlnr Loint 1use1f or recovdTred i ,unlcn
and lits environs. e

ig of thﬁ latter date 575 paintings were still ml“%)Jﬁg
including all but 22 of the paintings acquired by 1LINZ from the oCHLOSS
coilectlon. '
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V o Musewn  Synagog 81lver ~ Othier mentos Unfit (‘:dmmuul‘ul | - ¥Yreg- ”“““f* Jotal
- Country . Pleces  Pleces Borap Metal Scrap Metal for Use Ob jects Borolls -ments Scrolls -gsurol
. Terael = 2,285 916 - 3,261 8ok (87)  (x27) 2,008
. United States 1,326 1,824 - (apprx. 100) 3,250  110% - 11¢
. Great Britaln 285 . 66 (3,713 for (495 for o3 12 &
C : ' A melting) melting) ‘ (4,208 for « (see .
| ' i : _ welting) Yelow)
; I‘rance 125 - 219 - , 3kL (see
., Trenee ‘ . below)

Germany | 31. 89 A o - 120
' Western Burope = - -
. (excl. France . . = ) : , - :
| &Germany) o 129 B BT 129
. Wegtern Bwrope L | |
. (incl. France & o o | ~ :
Great Britain) e - 98 o 9
South Africa 150 66 o | 26 B
Cenada - 151 | S » ' 151
Avgentina 150 ' 150

—————

TOPAL - '.4,162 336 3,369 3,73 495 ~ apprx. 100 12,175 1,024 ) 87 127 - 1,23

- TOTAL CEREMONIAL OBJECTS DISTRIBUTED: 7,867 TOTAL TORAH SCROLLS DISTRIBUTED: 1,02k
* An unknown number will require burial,, ' ' V ‘
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HED m?snsf ' USE F.r.iﬂné wncﬁé\o's SHEET —~"NUMBER' EMS consaqmvew — DRAW-LINE UNDER EACH 1TEM -

OFF!CE OF MILITARY . GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY {U S) '

o APOT2 T
NO: v . . DI
ECT: - Ioan of Books - g
L TO FROM . . ‘DATE (Has this becn coordmﬂed wuth il cmmrned?) E R
-Comman- - C/MFAA 21 '-,’,,.Nom FOR REGORD: - - " BN
der in Sect  July : C R
7 'Chief Rest 1947 ° 1, The encloaed memoranaum tc ‘the. Ccnmamier in Chlef. ol
-BC° . Br - .. .'FUCOM from Rebbi Philip-S. Berna-l:ein, Adviser on’ J'ewlsh '
~ Dir ED - - Effairs deted 17 July 1947, TAB "A% wag weceived Just
2150 - ¢ S " after the letter of RED TAB.was prepared’ oh the 15th

. of Tuly to the American Joint: Distrlhution Gomnittee.
. .j'I‘hls le‘bter has 1101: ya‘h baen ﬂlspa:behe&. Lo '

. L The 1e1:ter to. the AIDC raptpSents the ,MFA&A
positions - In. spite of repaa‘ted requesta, ‘ths AJDC hag Pirpistiad ; acoountmg
* for less than one-quartsr of the ‘bodks. lent to- CH e, Genma'y to-the statemsnt - !
. made by their representative: on ‘the 12th of -'Tuly 191;6 “there i8 no- indma‘blon ‘ }
that they have any reeelpts or any other recor& as to what h&ppened to thesa R
: bookse  This would not be z matter of : e =3 : ool
|
}

" and repeafted rumor Lhat DOCke were removed: improparly unﬂer the cloak of th.w

" AJDC loém, This suspicion is in ad@ition o the kuown- improper Temoval of .
five boxes of the most valuable books and mamuserzp:ts in ‘the -depot’ with the' - .
connivance of a nembet of Ra’bbi Bernstem's atafr and tha use of the mme aml

' equlpment of the AJ‘DG S PR A SRS

3. ‘I’he statmm: in Rabb1 Bernstcin's lc’cten that ;
there are more 's.han 25,000 remaz.mng Yooks which would be: appropriatet'ffor such,
. a loem ia :not accurate. Aay cons:.daratiou cf the request for ﬁu‘t’h

- enbirely at the d:.scretxon of the d:r.rector -of . the Ofi‘enbaoh Archa,v
_ Moreover, it is bela.cvcd that "he should be included in any: possi'
which would seleot such’.books, . The most recent estimate by’ the & -
¢ depot of” the. number of books sui'bahlc for suoh a 1oan is bei:wecn five: ana a:.x
thousand.

. la.. WA&A, Rest:xtution Branéh foels tha‘b Bty 8 has e ,
| grave respons:.b:.li‘by to the posgible: surv:wing origznal cvmers in-the’ m&ter:.al
* involved., These original owners.: include natmnals of fomex:ly acou_‘pmd coun-,"

., tries 28 well as refugeas now remdents in the Umted Sﬁatea and othcr Um.ted
' Natlcns. o ‘

o e Td isy. ‘sharcfore. ‘recomnended ‘that ‘the- ;wcmr at ool
. the RED TAB be approved, mgned’ and. c‘iz.spatched, -and “thet: mfomamon copy be NI |
sent to the Offica af- the Adv:.eer on -Teva.ah AffalrS. ) L e

v

~~Incls,."2 L
.. Tab nan
N Tab -Bea-

fﬁ-.?Telephone BERLZ:N 43255 T oy
o FeemBemwloss T U ’2‘3 b

Paoroctl g i 'd e
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B Summary of uperationM.

1 Inventory of Books dnd ﬂthc lerary Mate-‘ff
ridls in Dépot (Estimate, ccnpervative) :

25 March 10 6.

L Totals by Flocrbﬂ Jases Piles, Stocks,
‘f» and Packaaebo »x» ‘<‘ St ;
, ‘Piles o Stacks - ;:‘ 
-(in cubic moters) and Packaves T
L ;hu,,lt~h_ ‘
3 el 45,000
g - N s 20’ O0.0 .
o 282 10,000
— h”'“' 500,000
405 575,000
bl “Tobals in iteme (books Damphlets, !
" newspapers etca)
'2551 cases at 220 1tems per caqe o ,
. eqlhal e ¢ G e - ¢ 51‘?, 220 ’
+OS cu.meters at 17,0 ¢*ems o
' per cu meters equal ., , . . 506,250

74 Btacks and packages .+« « 575,000

* Dotal Items in Depot T
25 March. 46 . RIS
Items shi ped out in". " .
March, 19 6 o e aa e e e s e 242, 8404

Grand Total in Depot at Date .=~ L
-of Activation « s v 4 L s 1 841, 5 //‘

.. 1,598,470

=T --"" == -' -—"

2’ALlst of ﬂtemu sh¢pped out as of 25 Maroh 1946

(No record of any 1tem°”hav1ng been restltu%ed
yi:predecessor apencz; ,Uuly 1945 to 1, March
1946) . . SRR

.Dutch Restituvion, =~ .

?109'cé3ehé Jewish Portuggese Seminarium,

SR T . Amsterdam
L1 19% cases;'glblwotheca Rosenthallana,
. ; - Amsterdam -

15 cases, Sccietas 5p1nozana‘ The Hague,
£ cases, Spinoza House'at ngncburg S
ST near Leiden. ‘
“.°. 6 cases. Ohahe m*~:reh 63c1ety, ubeuwar~‘-f
‘ : den, - -

120126
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. Inels 7

6260 _
71780

","“‘ Amsterdam : ' Ten Tl

7 -cases, Gottschalk Collect n, The Hague. =
~2-cases, Herzberger Collection, Amsterdam
] case, Ginsberg Collection, Leiden o
case. New Literary Soc1ety Collectlon,

The Hague. ;

ases. Various Dutch Collectlons includ-
R - ing pictures .and other objects.
25 cases. Free Mason Collections., '
10- medals. Jewish Historlcal Museum, Amster— '
~dam, : .

”ayne I ‘Restitution,

ases, Paris. Bank, Rothschild Fréres

ases. Lipschiitz Libralrie, Paris

ases. Various French Collections, includ-
ing items from the libraries of
members of the Rothschlld Fbmlly,.
French Branch., 5.

’*chfAmerlcan Joint Dlstrlbutlonvcfmmittee Loan.“
3 March 1946 ~--1400 items ~“Q‘
25 March 1946 o= 4282 items” :

5682 items,

" " > o o o

Vd;?Li“rary of Congress Mission.,

.21 March 1946 -- 4 712 items
- 22 March 1946 -~ 29 cartons, 1500 books;:
L . : . : 5 cages,. periodical . - -
WELTKAMPF,
27 cartons, misc.German
- : ‘ , newspapers and maga-
S A S 21nes.‘e. :
.- 257"March 1946 -~ .. 17 cartons, 770 books;
e S . 22 cartons, German news-

, : “ PApETS;.
RN o 8 cases™ German newspapers
26 March 1946 —- 14 cases, 1,955 books;'
¢ . 6 cases Gérman and French
R - Newspapers.

8 Inclé0 : .
Inol. :
~Incl._4 T
InClok.
Incl,

fTénfétlve Iist of Library.andmArchlval Colle

‘tions_at Offenbach Archival Dep't: ¢

Incl~.8‘—
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OFF!CE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR GREATER HESSE
OFFENBACH ARCHIVAL' DEPOT

i

L DEPUTY DIRECTOR |

. CHIEF
Aommsmmvs emnon 1]

LIAISON BRANCH

PERSONNEL SECTION — STORAGE & WAREHOUSING SECTION ' —]  HOLLAND

SECURITY SECTION || CARE a PRESERVATION SECTION {  FRANCE

- SupPLy sgction - | — sorTing secTion | — a3be

i

. b T e
cr - A

I TrANsporTaTON sEcTioN] - | goxingacramng secton | Heomiwe .

- SHIPPING' SECTION * * - ..

1 MARCH 1946 APPROVED : Mm

K 3. KELLEHER
TC ‘g?
LAND MFA & A SPECO"

OTHERS AS
NEEDED

=10~

e

REPRODUCED

B e e LR e L L N




i g e

. REPRODUCED AT T NATRONAL RS




TR

E o oy 7 g > | NG e A R T
s v K . i Yl e L irFs ; " M
Ty ) L i ’

P
e iy
e,

s W AT
A l?"rf;,n i g';k‘\:\ ! i P —4 D - E . i
Y

SR

‘sdontifioation'y

wafeat PR0E

pee

S
PR

A

G2



1201314



s~

[ '»;l S T .“‘V:.~ - ’
AT THE NATION L ARSEIVES | g 3 .
= RG 260

RePRODUCED
St Ent Al
i) NNDDTEOS File wweshad iy
} :531;3_ UARA c% Box (G
Nt

- CONFIDENTIAL

imerican Consul General -
Jerusaler, Palestine

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to our cable of 6 May'1947 r;gardgﬁg the
custody of five cases of books removed from the Uffenbach Depot
and shipped to Jerusalem., Reference is also made to your cable: of
26 Jure 1947 advising 'that inventory had been completed :and to yoﬁr

subseqguent transmittal of custody receipt for the manuscripts contained

-in these five cases executed by Dr. I. Joel, the librarian of Jebrz

University, Palestine on 22 June 1947.
An agreement, (copy enclosed) has been entered into by UeS.
military Government, Berlin, Germamy, and authorized.representatives of
JCR, Inc., witn the éenburrence‘of z representative of JREQ, Inc.,‘for'tne
transfer of these books and manuscripts to JCR, Inc. For the purposes
of this transfer these worké‘may bé‘idéntified as follows:
a., Unidentified manuscriéts - As you‘will note from the agreement
these manuscri?ts and books are to be transferred to JCR, Inc., by Memorandum

fleceipt with the sole proviso that these properties are to be utilized for

. the maintepance of the cultural heritage of the Jewish pecple.

b. Identifiable books and manuscripts - As you will note from the

agreement, these are to be transferced to JCR, Inc., subject to the proviso

120132
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that they will endeavor to locate the rightful owners of the property

- and restitute thelproperties to the rightful owners.

It will be appreciated if you will designate a representative of

your staff to screen all of the documents and manuscripts which were

pldced in custody of Jebrz Unlverulty llbrary endeavoring to. 1dent1fv
these manuycrlpts from the ‘book plates or other mgrxlngs.. Enclosed

for your information and use in this :screening is an inventory prepared

at the Offenbach Depot indicatiﬁg owners, inSofar as that information is

known to. the Director of the Offenbach Depot.
It will also be appreciated 1f your designated representatlve will
execute on behalf of U.5, Military Government the necessary Cﬁstody Receipts

in accordanée with the terms of the enclosed agreement for the trénsfer

-of both the identified and unidentified properties to JCR, Inc; and will

maice abrangements.with Mr. who is the designated representative of
JCR, Iné., for this transfer to have forwarded to us COpies of lettefs of
notice and reports of‘effqrts to aqpomplish restitutioﬁ'as provided in

paragraph 3 of the agreement.

lqu33f
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OFFICE OF MILITARY ‘GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (US) ' Wt
" Properly Division . : : :
APQO 742

Berlin, Germany

30 March 1949
HEMCRAND UM

70 . s GEERAL CLAY

SUBJECT : Jewish Cultural Properties Removed to Falestine

‘ 1. As instructed by you, we are negotiating with JCR
concerning their signing a recelpt for the Jewish properties for- :
merly ab Cffenbach Archival Depot. and now located in Falestine,

such recelpt to be executed unda% the asreement recently entered
into with JCR covering transfer of unidentifiable Jewish cultural
proaertles presently located at Offenbach.

2. A study ‘of the inventoriss of the properties trans-.

ferred to Falestine reveals that not all of these properties are

unidentifiaple. Thus, we could not transfer title free and clear

"to JCR as we can in the case of properties whose rightful owner

cannot possibly be determined. In view of this, we recommend

_that the agreement to transfer these properties include awm addi-

Rm 2036 Leon Bldg .

tional provision that such of thgse properties as can be identi-
fied as tou ownershlp will be notified to the owners by JCR and
w111 be returned to the owmners by JCR-subject to payment of
shipping costs by the owners. ' '

2. If you approve of this provision, we will make an
offer along these lines to JCR.

*
LA

Tel: L3773

120134
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SERCRAND UK
TC ¢ CENIERAL OlaY .
MR ECT 1 Jewlsh Cultural Fropertiea Hamoved Lo Falestine

1. &8 instructed by you, we are negotiatling with JCR
concerning thelr slgning 2 receipt [or the Jewlah propsrtlies for-
aerly at Gffenbach idrchival Uspol and now lscatsd In Falestine,
such recelipt to ba exscuted under the szreessent recently enterad
intoe with JUR coverlng transfer of unidentifliable Jewish suliural
properties presently located at Cffenbach.:

-

2s A study of the inventoriss of the properticg trans-
ferred Lo Falastine revealz that not all of these properties are
mnidentifiable. Thus, we could pnot transfer tltle fres apd clear
to JUR se wo can ln thoe case of properiles whose rigihtful bener
gansnot possibly be detsrmined. In view of this, we recommend
that the agressent to transfor these propertlos include an addi-
tional provision that sueh of Lhess propmerties as can be Adenti-
fied a3 Lo owpersulp Will ve potified to the cunsrs by JCR and
wiil be returned to the owners by JUR subject Lo payment of
shipping costs by the ounsra,

3. I you approve of thig provisien, we wilil make an
of far along Lhiese lines to JCR,

FETTIIFSG HAWINS
Qiraetﬁr

Tels 43773
Rm 3036 Lcon Bldg
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TEIFGRAM SENT

TO0 :+ JERUSAIEM
Codes

COFIDENTIAL

FROM FRANKFURT

Date; Mey 6, 1947

Referenge your telegram regerding five cases of books from

Offenbach Depot.

lilitery suthorities here desire that Consulate

General mske arrangements for opening of boxes in your presence,

an inventory made, ané a receipt obtained from Jebrz University,

incorporating therein & statement that the University will be re-

sponsible for safekeeping of the meterisl and sgrees to produce

them on demand of proper suthority. If such arrangements can be

made, military suthorities here will asgree to leave the books and

material at the University until their final disposition has been

Aetermined.

*

Dleese reply esrliest.

,"fp" N H T B D R pheged g
CONFIDENTIA

MURPEY"

1R01386
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TELEGRAM SENT

Date: ilay 6, 1947

TO i JERUSALEM

Code: CONPIDENTIATL

‘RCM FRAerURT

Reference your telegram regarding five cases of books from

{ofenbech Depot. Military authorities here desire that Consulste
£

uene

=rieral man arrangements Tor openiﬁh'of boxes in your presence,

P

an inventory made, and a rece*ct ob+a1qci xrom‘ubbrz Univ : 1ty,
incorporating therein a stafeﬁent that the University will be
responéible for safékeeping of tﬁe.hatefial and agfees to produce
them §n demand'of proper authoriﬁy._-lf such arrangement ts can be
wade, military aﬁthofities’here will‘agrae'to legve the books and
natnrlal at the Uhhverexty until their final disposition has beenl

detérmined.

Please reply earliest.

MURPHY
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vear, and its exhibits attracted ever-larger numbers of visitors. In
a letter drafted for circulation among Seminary-affiliated rabbis,
Marx reported that 26,000 visitors came to the museum in
194117 ‘

In a now familiar pattern, growth meant the need for more
space. Felix Warburg's widow, Frieda (1876-1958); agreed to

‘donate to the museum her family’s former residence at 1109

Iifth Avenue. The transfer was to take place on January 14,
1944, the seventy-third anniversary of her late husband’s birth.
The new muséum building was opened to the public on May 7,
1947, :
The Scmiimry library and museum, under Marx, became
important repositorics of the Furopean Jewish heritage. In what
was, tragically, a unique casc, thc_](,wnh community of Danzig
shipped its ceremonial objects to the Seminary for safekeeping
until the time when the Nazi fury would pass. This collection
was destined to become a sacred memorial to a once-flourishing
Jewish community. ' :

In other cases, what was salvaged of European Jewish life
were mere pieces, picked up and put together with extraordinary
devotion by American military personnel and civilians after the
war. When the Allied armies entered Germany during World

~ War 11, they found approximately eight million fereign nation-

—e

als, most of whom had been brought in by the Germans to work
for the Nazi war machine. One of the difficult tasks confronting
the military was the repatriation of these displaced persons to
their former homelands.

Also stranded in Germany were approximately 50,000 Jews,

survivors of the camps. Repatriation was not an option for the

‘surviving Jews, who did not have a homeland. They ‘were forced
“to remain in and around the displaced-persons camps, in Ger-

many, until havens became available in the new Scate of Israel
and elsewhere.? “

The Allicd armices also had to contend with millions of books
and cultural objects that had survived the war. Some of these

“items were identifiably German and had been placed in storage

by the Nazis in order to protect them from aerial bombardment.
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But tens of thousands of these objects were treasures that the
Nazis had looted from the Jewish communities and Jewish

- individuals they had dc‘str()ycd

“AXcor ummussmw.um)Lan_l(;\fwh (;Rliur‘ll Recon: mruﬁi@
headed by Professor Salo W. Baron of Columbia University, had
been formed in part to deal with the reclamation of this prop-
erty. While the full fury of the Holocaust did not become known
to the world uritil after the war, enough information had become
available l)cforc 1945 to anticipate the wholesale destruction of
Jewish life in Europe, and the commission’s goal was to look
ahead to the task of rebuilding the shattered communities. Its
work would include a survey of the Jewish scene as it existed
prior to the war and advising the United Nations on the recon-

~struction of the cultural aspects of Jewish life. ¥ The commission

. "had the full support of lcading]ewish organizations, such as the

American Joint Distribution Committee, the American Jewish
Committee, and the American Association for Jewish Educa-
tion, and enjoyed the expertise of many scholars and educators
who had themselves cscaped from Nazi Europe. Alexander
Marx was an active member of the commission. He headed the
subcommittee on research, which submitted a detailed survey of
the educational institutions in Lumpc, b(,fom the rise of the
Nazis. ‘

s A thefall~of Z1945 " Professor- “Baroi and “members “ofthe
commission met wuh General Lucius D: C lay (1897-1978), the
officer responsible for civil affairs in the U.S. Zone of Germany.
They advised him to sct up a special depot to serve as a collection
point for the millions of books and cultural objects found by the
military. Krom this central point, efforts to return all captured
materials to their legitimate owners could commence. As a result

08 of this meeting, the Offenbach depot was established, and for-

three crucial years, from 1946 to 1949, it served as the hub for
receiving, sorting, and shipping over three million items.

The first director of the depot wis Captain Seymour J.
Pomrenze, an experienced archivist and linguist. FHe had been
serving as the archivist of Wuerttemberg-Baden, but was reas-
signed to his new post on the recommendation of Judge Simon

!
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In the name of the Rabbinical Organization

Rabbi Samuel A. Snieg
Chairman and Chicf Rabbi of the U.S. Zonce?

Not all heirless Jewish material and property was properly
routed through the Offenbach depot and Jewish Cultural Recon-
struction Foundation. In some cases, use of unauthorized chan-
nels resulted in no real harm, as with the library of the presti-
gious Klaus synagogue of Mannheim. Its last rabbi was the
learned Isaac Unna (1872-1948), whose Talmud classes were
attended by Dr. Max Gruenewald, the: scholarly community
rabbi of Mannhcim. In a recent interview, Rabbi Gruenewald
told the story of how that library came to its current home in
Cincinnati.?® 'The Klaus library fortunately had been removed
from the synagogue before the Najis did it any damage, and
spent the war years in storage at the municipal Schlossbibliothek
(“Castle library”). After the war, the library was turned over to
Rabbi Henry Tavel, a.U.S. Army chaplain stationed in nearby

A‘l~!eidclb<‘:rg On his own authority, he shipped it to his alma

mater, the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati.
In other cases, individuals had come into possession ofjcwmh

property |Hegally, and were trying to bypass regulations in order

to realize. d personal profit.--Sometimes  such crimes were

~thwarted. In May 1950, a Berlin bookdealer offered Alexander

Marx a beautifully illustrated manuscript for the sum of $5,000.
As is customary, Marx requested that the manuscript be mailed
to him on approval. Former Seminary Librarian and Chanccllur

Gerson Cohen tells the rest of the story:

As soon as the velvet-bound manuscript was in his hands, he sensed
that it was not completely unfamiliar. lmmediately, Dr. Marx,
whose knnwlulgc of Ichrew manuscripts was legendary, recog-
nized certain pages as having been reproduced in an 1898 article,
where they were identified a part of Rothschild Manuscript 24.

Tempting as the item must have been to a hibrarian, Dr. Marx
immediately notified the U.S. State Department, and the Roths-
child family, of his discovery. (,orrcsp(mdcm.c confirmed the fact
that this was indeed a manuscript stolen fmm the Roth-
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schild - coliection in Paris. by the Nazis. The State Deparement
thanked Dr. Marx for his help in restoring the praver book to its
rightful owner; the Rothschild family requested that he bring it back
pcrson'l!ly They were understandably unwilling to trust the pre-
cious hook to any common carrier. In the summer of 1951, Dr. Marx-
complied with their request and the story ended.

Fifteen years later, a new chapter was added. Baron Edmond de
Rothschild, of the French branch of the famous family, presented
the Seminary library with a fifteenth-century illuminated manu-
script, in an almost perfect state of preservation. That manuscript
has-had a privileged position in our collections. First, it is extraordi-
narily beautiful. Sccond, it is rare, having been written in Florence
in 1492 by the scribe Abraham Judah of Camerino. And finally, in
“presenting it Baron de Rothschild referred graciously to Dr. Marx’s
role in restoring the first manuscript to his family, and to the
gratitude this act had inspired.?!

THE ACLHEVEMENTS OF ALEX ANDER MARX
When Alexander Marx came to the S(,mumry libraryin 1902,

he found 5,000 printed books and three¢ manuscripts in his care.
In 1948, when he celebrated his seventieth birthday, he was in
charge of the largest collection of. Hebraica and Judaica in the
world, with 140,000 books and 8,000 manuscripts.” In"the year
ending March 31, 1947, the library served 14,892 readers and
visitors, In a year when the Seminary had need to borrow books

from cleven institutions, seventy-nine libraries turned to the

Seminary for interlibrary loans. Over the twenty years ending
in 1947, the Seminary knew of 700 books and articles that were
based in part on Seminary library materials. N

The esteem which Marx had carned from colleagues every-
where was amply expressed at a special program ()x]Jalxuary 29,
1948, marking his seventieth birthday. All the Seminary-affili-
ated organizations participated, as did more than thirty other

- institutions, including Columbia, Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and

universitics from abroad. The occasion included the presentation
by the Rabbinical Assembly of Marx’s portrait, which still
occupies a prominent place in the library. Professor Licberman
addressed the assenibly and, in honor of the occasion, edited the
Marx Jubilee volume, published in 1950.
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at the time led to a reorganization of the top Seminary adminis-

trati(m with Iinkelstein assuming the new post of chancellor and
lelegating administrative duties to two v1ce-chancel!ors and the
‘Scmmary provost.

No longer tied down to day-to-day duties in New York,
Finkelstein embarked on a three-month-long trip to Israel in the
spring of 1952. As a result of this trip, arrangements were set
into motion for an Israel Center for Seminary students. A few
vears later, in 1958, ground was broken for the American
Student Center, and from then on each rabbinical student was
required to study there for one year.

To all mvolved, and especially to Alexander Marx, the
highlight of the trip was a special convocation on May 25, 1952,
at which the honorary degree of Doctor of Hebrew Letters was
conferred upon David Ben-Gurion (1886-1973), the Prime Min-
ister of Isracl. Marx made the presentation, which was meant as
a personal tribute to Ben-Gurion and also as a symbolic expres-

- sion of the Seminary’s support of Israel.
b PI

"laking pride in this official function and deriving satisfaction

from transacting library business in Isracl, Marx also experi-

enced joy on this visit to Jerusalem as he became reacquainted

with his family, including his brother-in-law Shmuel Yosef
Agnon (1888-1970), the famuu‘; poet and Nobel Prize winner of

1966.

Upon his return to New York, Marx concentrated on his work
with manuscripts. He was particularly anxious to make progress
on his critical edition of the complete Seder Olam, part of which

‘had Dbeen his Ph.D. dissertation. In this undertaking, he was
ably assisted by one of his favorite students and now his close -

associate, librarian Gerson Cohen. Sadly, Marx did not live to
see its publication. He died at the age of seventy-five on Decem-
ber 26, 1953. Gerson Cohen describes the last few weeks of
Marx’s productive life in his response to a concerned correspon-
dent:

With reference o your inquiry concerning Doctor Marx, 1 can tell
you that the passing of Professor Louis Ginzberg on November 11,
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1953 was a great blow to him. His lifelong fricad and collcague was
the last of his close associates who had begun teaching with him in
1903. On December 17, 1953, the widow of Professor Israel David-
son, died, and after Professor Marx returned from the funcral he felt
ill'and went to bed. Fle was taken to the hospital on Wednesday
December 23rd, and passed aw ay on Shabbos mor mng December
26, 1953. He died without sufﬁ,rmg pln sical pam and in the thick of
work, for he had many plans for the Library in which he was deeply .
involved to the very last. We indeed fecl th(, I(m keenly as you can
well understand.

Serving as a magnificent memorial to Marx was the Seminary
library, consisting of 153,000 volumes and 8,500 MAanuscripts at
the time of his death. After Marx’s death, the pcrs‘uh;ll librarics
of three great friends and wllcaguu-——i)a\uison (.m/l)ug and
Marx—were combined, becoming a separate collection in. their
names. Thus were added to the library 4,000 volumes from
Ginzberg, whose major stréngth lay in the arca of Talmud,
Codes, and Responsa; 13,000 volumes of the Marx library,
bought for the Seminary by a number of friends, and covering
the'fields of Jewish history, literature, and bibliography; and the
many books from the Davidson collection, especially strong in
medieval Hebrew literature, which were on permanent loan to -
the Seminary from the College of the City of New York.
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Fibrary of Congress Mission. ... o i 0oL 20,329
British Zoncof Oceupation. ... o oo 10,796
lnStorage. . .o 161,68l
Ready for Shipment ..o oo 85,167
InProcessing ..o oo 26,623
Towl. .. ... SR . 3,205,198
- SouRcE: Alonthly reports of the Offenbach Archival Depot.

.. Iaizz’e
()H enBact Arcinvar Deror l)lsmsm(m OF MA!FRJMS WrITHIN THE
UNrtED STATES ZONE 0F OCCUPATION
MarcH 2, 1946-ApriL 30, 1949

, No. of

Disposition ltems

Prewssische Staarshiblionhek, Bedin ... .. . . ... L. 700,000
Baileeship of Minister President of Land Vlesse ... .. 296,473
Bipartite Finance Board, Bad Homburg ............. ... 190,843
Stadt- und Umversitaetsbibliothek Frankfurt, .. .. e 79,310
(irasse Nationale Mutterloge zi den 3 Welthugeln .. ... ... ... .. 49,853

" American Joint Distribution Committee . ......oo oL - 20,923
Wieshaden Central Colleeting Poine. ..o L 17,279

Board of Fducation and Cuhure for the 1 ll)cratcdjcws in .

Germany ... e 6,000
G-2 Division OMGUS ... o oo e S 5,957
Finance Division OMGUS . ... ... T, e 4,361
Hesse Regional Library, Darmstade. ..o 00000 e 3,000
St. George’s Seminary, Frankfure ..o e 1,799
Munich Ceneral Colleeting Poine ... ... U 1,690
Wauerttembergische Landesbibliothek, Stuttgare. ... ... ... ... 1,544
Miscellancous, ..o e e 1,520
ot o 1,380,552

Source: Monthly reports of the Offenbach Archival Depot,
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JEWIST CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INCL

"DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS FROM NEW YORK DEPOT
Jury 1, 1949-nov. 30, 1950

According 1o Institutions

No. No. Net

Name of Institution . Ree'd . Ret'ned  Rec'd

A. 1’1 iority Librarics

.

C.

I. Amcrican Jewish istorical Soc'ty +3 43
2. Baltimore Hebrew College " 1,887 3 1,884
3. Brandeis University . 2,569 . 2,569
4. College of Jew, Studics, Chicago 3,561 3,561
5. Dropsic College 3,475 465 3,010
6. Hebrew Teachers College, Boston 1,958 1,958
7. Hebrew Theol. College, Chicago 3,020 99 2,921
8. Flebrew Union College, Cincinnati - 2,388 67 2,321
9. Jewish Community Library, 1A o7 907
10. Jewish Institute of Religion 6,409 1,036 5,373
11, Jewish Theological Seminary 4,445 45 4,400
12. Mesifta Chaim Berlin 1,103 1,105
13. Mesifta Torah Vodaath ‘ 3,713 . - 3,713
14. Ner Isruael, Baltumore T2,382 2,582
15. Rabbinical College of Telshe 156 156
16. Yeshiva University (Including 5,932 :
of Stuermer Collection) 8,429 350 8,079
17. Yiddish Scientific Institute S 03,379 . 89 3,290
Swmaller Libraries
1. Bnai Brich Hillel Foundation 1,013 448 565
2. Beth Medrash Elyon ©350 350
3. Beth Medrash Govoha - 450 450
4. Jewish Teachers Seminary 615 o 615
5. Jewish Welfare Board . 200 200
6. Mirrer Yeshiva ' . 400 400
7. Schneersoln mery S9u0 ~ 99
8. Yeshiva of Flatbush 332 332
9. Zionist Archives 970 970
Nou-Jewish | dbraries _
1. Columbia University o9 6V
2. City College o 214 214
3. Tarvard University ) 200 65 133
4

. Johns Hopkins University ' 2 , 2
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Plates
Menoroth
Hanukah Lamips
Collecting Boxes
Rimonim
Textiles (Forah Curtains, cte.)
Torah Wrappers ‘
Ataroth Ornaments
Megiloth
Candlesticks
Torah Crowns
Medals and Coins
Miscellancous

Total

53
133
182

20
180

96

100

88

9
12
17

35

23
1,698

ltems

Appendix C

Library Statistics
July 1, 1985—fune 30, 1986

Technical Services

Number of utdes acquired L. oL R,
Number of volumes acquired ......... ... e
Number of titles cataloged. . . .. e e
Number of volumes processed .~ ... .. e .

Public Services

Number of volumes borrowed ........ .. e
Number of library visitors. .. .. R e
Interlibrary loan—Borrowed. ... .. L. e
Interlibrary foan—Loaned . . ... ... L. R .

Staff (as of June 30, 1986)

Professional—Full-time ... ..., e e
—Parttime ... e
—Full-time equivalent ... ..o L .

Otber professional—Full-time .. ... ... .0 L
—Part-time. ... oL

—Full-time equivalent. . .. .. e

‘ g . « . A
Support Staff—lulltime ..o oL
—Part-time. ...

—Hull-time equivalent. ... 0oL

iy

2,449
3,265
3,954
5,789

15,935
95,613

83
222

fad

3

4.4
9
2V

10

(1.4
I'TE)

(1.0
FTE)
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herg, Past and Present (New York, 1984), p. 131,

19, Talmed (Munich and Heidelberg, 1948). Rabbi Snieg's dedication also includes
thanks to Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, advisor on Jewish affairs at U.S. Army Headquar-
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OFFICE OF ¥ILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR

Property Division
APO 633 '

MIEMORANDUN

1. TIn addition to the 1
of 13 January 19L9. there
ILithuania at the Offenbach Archival Depot.
Jewisgh ownershin. ‘

Al

nf

The Estonian hooks include
identifiabhle as non-Jewish.

)
e

\Qq

s

118 Army

1 tr

Wiesbaden,

‘Garmany

21 Janvary 19L9

10,700 latvian books categorized in memerandum

are 976 books of Tstonian origin and 0,207 from
Iithuanian bcoks are

T Jof Jewish ownership (miscellaneous)

The latter group is subdivided

as follows:
af J. Tomp'i nim am, ¥lubi 57
Raamatukogw, Tallina
Tallina Partei-Aktiivimaja 2h
Raamatukogu ’
c. Tallina Garnisoni Sndurite ¥odv 33
Kaitseliidu staabi Raamatvkogu 27
@. Vleinere Bibliotheken (ca 60) 155
-G» Ohne ¥ennzeic chen (non--ewmqh3 571
870
3, Tf Vilna is regarded as historically Lithnanian end the two
libraries known as "Twria® and "leschiwo.)ir® sre, as presently believed,
former Lithuarian institutions, the break-down of the 12,207 Titmani
honks ig as follows:
Vilna 3 477
‘Kovna 5 880
Mapu (Vilna, Private 7 1L8 16 502
likrary)
? Twria Ra7
2 Jeschiwo-¥ir 1 818 2 705
19 207

ST ———— e
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The principal Lithuanian libraries represented in addition to Mapu,
Twria, and Jeschiwo-Mir above mentioned are:

Vilna

Riblioteka Gimn, Hum, 7 jez.wykl. polskim . Epszheina
w Filniw

thism Debeit~Hamidrash Poalei Tzedekm Wilno
¥inderbibliothek Z,.R. K. Wilno

‘ y V _
Lewinskij Haykil, Wilno (private)

Tejba Libszye, Wilno (private)

%fria 41-Yad Ha-falmud Torah Ha-Ironi}BeuVilna

Kambor Zihrono Le-Vgraha
‘ 3
Kleinere Bibliotheken (ca. 175)

Privat Resitaer (ca. 109)

Kovno

A. Curewitsch, Kovno‘(private\»

' Beit Pa-Musar Al-Yedai Ha" Mpy#asnd Admer Rabbi
-Tsrael Salont (private)

Eibioteka."Kultura“, ¥Xaune
Fauna Zydu TLaidotoju Saiungos Maldn Namai

LTER Transporto jarblnlnku ir WarnautOJu Prof.
Sajungo Yaune

Nordohan Ren- Rah%l Josef Wer:mer, Kovno (prlvate\v

Rabinas A, Pro1das, ¥aunas=Farmelitai (private\
Rabinas T. Rozensona;; Kaunas (private}
Sinagogos Valdybha, Kaunas

Vzllwamnole, Puecherlager beil dpr Jjdisghen
Phe*to-FememnaP

171
168
251
178
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Vyriausias Rabinas B. Sapiro, ¥aunas (private) o 102
¥leinere PRibliotheken (ca. 215) 1 671
Privat Besitzer (ca. 255) 1 316
‘ 5 880
N

5. There are no cultural objects deriving from either Estonia or

Lithuania among the holdings of the Wiesbaden Collecting Point.
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]EWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
Preface

The attached report summarizes the prmclpal activities and financial results
of the operation of the Jewish Restitution Successor Orgamzauon during its first
25 years of existence. This report is not intended 4s a substitute for the history of
the JRSO which will entail major research and a full analysis of the moral, legal,
diplomatic, pohtxcal and Jewish communal problems confronting the JRSO
since its inception in 1947.

The achievements of the JRSO could not have been possible without the
close cooperation of the major Jewish organizations which have been its
founders and whose representatives guided the policies of its Board. The
impressive results described in this report could not have been achicved without

.the ingenuity, cxtraordinary devotion and high professional excellence of the

JRSO staff in Germany and New York.

A sense of profound moral satisfaction in cstablishing the principle that the
perpetrators should not enjoy the spoils of their criminal acts and the knowledge
that more than DM 200,000,000 rccovered by the JRSO aided in the relief, .
rehabilitation and resettlement of Jewish victims of Nazi persccution arc the
true rewards for all who weretand continue to be associated with the work of
this unique organization.

Maurice M. Boukstein
President
Monroe Goldwater
Chairman, Executive Committee

“Saul Kagan
Executive Secretary

¢

1L

1.

v.

VL
VIL
, VL

XL
XIL

X1l
XIV.

XV.
XVL

Cotitents

INTRODUCTION
RECOVERY AND UTILIZATION OF HEIRLESS
- PROPERTY
1) Individual sales and scttlements
2) Bulk scttlements
MONETARY CLAIMS AGAINST THE REICH-R EICH
CLAIMSSETTLEMENT
MONETARY CLAIMS FOR EXISTING SECURITIES
AND BANK ACCOUNTS
1) Individual confiscations
2) Mass confiscations (bulk scttlements)
a) Genceral Claim #7 (Rcichsvercinigung)
b) Ministerial accounts
¢) Haupttreuhandstelle Ost scttlement (HTO)
COMPENSATION FOR LOSS OF OLD SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS
LEVY ON-MORTGAGE PROFI [S
RESTITUTION OF FORMER COMMUNALPROPERTY
INDEMNIFICATION CLAIMS FOR DESTROYED
SYNAGOGUES, COMMUNAL AND
ORGANIZATIONAL PROPERTY AND CULTURAL
OBJECTS

1) Berlin R
2) US. Zone o a
3) British and French Zones

4) B'nai B'rith . .

PENSIONS FOR FORMER COMMUNITY OFFICIALS

MAINTENANCE OF ABANDONED JEWISH
CEMETERIES

THE LEGAL AID DEPARTMENT |

BOARD OF EQUITY PROCEDURES AND EQUITY
HARDSHIP FUND

THE RECOVERY OF CULTURAL PROPERTY

HEIRLESS PROPERTY IN THE UNITED STATES

ALLOCATIONS

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

© 10

12
12

.14

14
15
16

17

19
21

1

onaoHdad

oY TROUYN L LY 030

-

s
<R

ot e



B v

I Introduction

This report covers JRSO's activitics over the twenty-five year span between
August 1947 and December 1972. A long look back on activitics and accom-
plishments would be timely indeed after a quarter of a century of service.

The idca that a nation may not retain property that it gained by the mass
spoliation of nunoritics whom it persecuted on racial or religious grounds, led to
the formation of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization (JRSO).
Twelve Jewish organizations united to form an organization that would serve
as successors to those who had perished without heirs. The JRSO was incor-
porated in the Statc of New York on May 12, 1947.

Even before the Nazi surrender, the US. Government announced the
intention to take appropriate steps that would safeguard the propertics which
the Nazi Government had scized under duress from their former owners.
Acting on that policy, the U.S. Military Governnient, on November 10, 1947,
enacted Military Government (M.G.) Law #59, on the Restitution of Iden-
tifiable Property. Potential heirs were authorized to submit claims, and the
JRSO was appointed in June of 1948 to recover the unclaimed portion which

presumably represented heirless property. In August 1948, operations began at \/

the headquarters the JRSO opened at Nuremberg i the US. Zone . of
Germany. A parallel British law providing for a successor organization in thd
British Zonc of Germany was promulgated on May 28, 1949, and the Jewish
Trust Corporation for Germany, Ltd. (JTC), with hcadquarters in Hamburg,
was subscquently designated. Finally, on March 18, 1952, the Jewish Trust
Corporation, French branch, with headquarters in Mainz, was appointed as the
successor organization in the French Zone of Occupation.

In Berlin, matters took a different turn. The city was governed by the four
Occupation Powers through the medium of the Berlin Kommandatura, until
the threc Western Powers split with the Sovicts in Junc 1948. Eventually, the
three successor organizations were appointed as Trust Corporations in the three
Sectors of Greater Berlin, under the terms of the Berlin Restitution order of July
26,1949. On May 7, 1951, the JTC and the JTC-French Branch designated the
JRSO as their sole general agent for all western sectors of Berlin.

II. Recovery and Utilization of Heirless Property

1) Individual sales and settlements

M.G. Law #59 thrust a tremendous burden on  the JRSO. The delay in the]
official designation of the JRSO by Military Government lefe the JRSO a'merc)
Cfive months for the filing by December 31,1948 “of claims for the restitution-of 7

”_]cw1sh pfopcrtlcs from Germans who had held thcm in the N:m years: and who= 73
6

g&wcrc iow required by law to report the fict to the US. Military Government. )

Over 163,000 claims were submitted by the filing deadline. A great many were
duplications of claims alrcady filed by the original owner or his heirs. During
the filing period, the main concern of the JRSO was to omit nothing that would
prevent the recovery of Jewish properties conﬁscatcd in the U.S. Zone since
1933.

In the years that followed the expiration of the deadline, the JRSO recovered
thousands of picces of property or clse attempted to rcach amicable settlements \/
of claims with German aryanizers. The properties recovered had to be managed \
and sold. This task was beset with a great number of legal problems. Significant
savings in labor and other costs would have arisen had the JRSO been able to
cffect scttlements in cash with restitutors. In many instances, restitutors
preferred to transfer the property claimed to the JRSO, the more so if it had
suffcred war damage in whole or in part. Tt should be noted that the War
Damage Claims Law (Kriegsfolgengesetz) providing war damage compensa-
tion was enacted only in November 1957. In many instances, the JRSO did
rcach amicable scttlements for the transfer of real property. But in the greatest
number, suits against incumbent owners became necessary on the ground that
the wrongful acquisition of confiscated propertnes ‘nullified any sales contracts
that pertained to them, and had to be restored tothe original owner, even if the

 purchaser was in ignorance of the wrongful taking. Purchasers in good faith of

such propertics were protected under US. M.G. Law #59, in a few exceptional
instances.

A prodigious task confronted the JRSO in asscmbllng a staff of lawyers
qualificd to conduct the legal proceedings required. Morcover, the anti-Jewish

 atitudes fostered by the Third Reich continued to hover-over segments of the

German population.

Legal complications arose on® cvcry hand. For cxample, in the case of -
encumbrances on restituted property, the question arose: to what degree and for
how long a time were holders or former holders of such properties required to
compensate claimants or their successors for profits derived thercfrom. Profits
which restitutors had willfully diminished or neglected also had to be restored
to claimants. On the other hand, the incumbent owners were entitled to
compensation for essential expenditures they had incurred over the period of
their tenure. And above all, in exchange for the restitution of confiscated
properties, claimants were required to refund to restitutors the consideration
they had reccived.

This example was but onc of many legal problems the JRSO was called upon
to grapple with over the coursc of its existence. In many instances, the JRSO had
to pursue claims through the courts, moving from the Restitution Agency to
the Restitution Chambers of the lower court, and then through the Appellate

7
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Courts. It descrves mention that the US. Court of Restitution Appeals was
notably helpful in recognizing the rights of the JRSO under M.G. Law #59.
These difficulties notwithstanding, in the 25- ~year span between 1948-1972, the

Y

JRSO obtained DM 17,625,000 from the sale of restituted propertics, while ‘

refunds of considerations received by claimants reached DM 1,127,000, all told.
Installment collections from purchasers have procceded at a satsifactory pace
and but a small number of doubtful accounts have cropped up.

Prior to the time of sale, the JRSO was compelled to maintain a large
department for the administration of propertics, and that included among its
duties the maintenance, the collection of rests, the making of rcpam and the
finding of buyers. In some regions, the JRSO office managed the propertics,
while in others, principally in Berlin, the management was delegated to real
estate firms. The property management proved profitable, on the whole, and
net income from it reached DM 1,200,000. In Berlin, the JRSO also adminis-
tered propertics in the British and French scctors of the city, on behalfof the JTC
and the JTC-French Branch respectively. The financial results over the 25-year
span from 1948 through 1972 were as follows:

Income from individual sales of recovered
~ property DM 17,625,000
Income from amicable scttlements’ with - BN L
restitutors - o LU,

> DM 43,025,000
Less - Management Expenses:
Administration of recovered propertics DM 3,000,000
Minus—rental income . 1,800,000 1,200,000

DM 41,825,000

«

2) Bulk settlements

The JRSO recognized very swiftly that the continuation of the procedure it
was following would prove excessively costly and time-consuming, notwith-
standing the substantial sums arising from individual sales of recovered
propertics and from individual amicable scttlements. The JRSO realized that its
important task was to turn propertics and claims into rcady cash within the
briefest possible stretch, and to make available the proceeds for the relicf,
rehabilitation, resettlement and cultural rchabilitation of surviving victims of
Nazi persccution. To achicve this goal, the JRSO assigned all of its remaining
claims and unsold properties to the four German State Governments (Lacndcr)
within the U.S. Zone of Occupation, for a rcasonable lump sum payment.

Negotiations began in 1950 with the four Lacender in the U.S. Zone: Hesse,
Bremen, Bavaria, Badcn—Wucrttcmbcrg, and subscqucntly with Berlin. Toi

8

accept the assignment of the JRSO claims against private persons was initially
politically unpalatable to the Laender. Following extensive negotiations the
JRSO succeeded in arriving at the following scttlements:

{1} Hesse, February 13, 1951 DM 25,000,000
Less—reductions for counter-claims and sundry
credits 7,816,550
DM 17,183,450
{2} Bremen, June 28,1951 DM 1,500,000
Less—adjustments 242 460
DM 1,257,540
{(3) Baden-Wuertteniberg, November 6, 1951 DM 10,000,000
Less~sundry credits and adjustments 280,000
DM 9,720,000
{(4) Bavaria, July 29, 1952 ) DM 20,000,000
Less-counter~claims and adjustments 4,680,000 )
.< DM 15,320,000
(5) Berlin, Decémber 22, 1955, as amended (JRSO .
sharc) , DM 4,900,000
Less-sundry deductions 4,700
. . B DM 4,895,300
L DM 48,376,290

The negotiations with Land Berlin which can best be described as laborious,
painstaking and difficult call for a more detailed description. The successor
organizations, led by the JRSO, reached an agreement with Land Berlin,
following prolonged negotiations that stretched from January 1953 to
November 1959. First, a settlement was reached on December 22, 1955 whereby
the City of Berlin was to pay DM 13,500,000 in return for.the assignment to it of
all restitutipn claims held by the successor organizations at that date and the
transfer to it of all real property and mortgages held by the successor organiza~
tions on April 1, 1955, and of all assets recovered after April 1, 1955,

The distribution of the DM 13,500,000 was as follows: DM 1,000,000 was
paid directly to the Berlin Jewish Community for assets it had assigned or
transferred in the Nazi era; DM 9,000,000 was placed at the disposal of the Israel
Purchasing Mission in Germany (Shilumim Corporation) for the placement
of orders with West Berlin industrics, under the terms of the Reparations
Agreement between West Germany and Isracl, and repayable to the successor
organizations in four scmi-annual installments; the remaining DM 3,500,000
was retained by the city as security against pending equity claims and other
matters that the Agreement of 1955 had declared to be subject to settlement
only in general terms. Scarcely was the agreement reached than differences
cropped up between the parties on the implementation of a number of clauses.
To a claim for payment, in the sum of DM 3,500,000, the City of Berlin
presented counter-claims amounting to DM 4,700,000 which the succc;ssot

9
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organizations refuscd to accept. Inna supplementary agreement, dated May 1956,
the successor organizations waived their claims for payment to the DM
3,500,000, while the City of Berlin waived its counter-claims of DM 4,700,000.
Even after this compromise was reached, new controversics developed, until at
last, in November 1959, the partics concluded a final agreement, whereby they
waived all claims arising out of the carlicr agreement, subject to a payment of
DM 50,000 by the City of Berlin,

~ The share of the JRSO in the new Agreement was fixed at 49%, by the terms
of an understanding amoug the successor organizations. That was the percent-
age of heirless property located in the US. Sector of Berlin, estimates indicated.
The JTC share was fixed at 43% and that of the JTC-French Branch at 7%.

II1. Monetary Claims Against The Reich—
Reich Claims Settlement

The Reich Claims Settlement dealt with monetary claims against the Reich.
They were linked to the so-called “Dritte Masse” claims that arosc from the
confiscation by the Nazi regime of sa\}ings, bank accounts, securitics, jewelry
and other valuables - properties that were identifiable at the time of confiscation

but which were no longer in existence at the time the claiins weété filed: By the -
terms of the Convention between the Western Powers and the German Federal |
Republic, signed at Bonn on May 26, 1952, the latter shouldered responsibility, |

up to the sum of DM 1,500,000,000, for confiscations carried out by the Third
Reich.  Additional legislation was necded to implement that commitment.
Meanwhile, the successor organizations chose to file law suits against the Reich

_in the tens of thousands, under the Restitution Laws cnacted in the western

zones of occupation. In fact, restitution orders issued by the courts possessed oq}y
declaratory value. The successor organizations, as well as the German Federal
Government agreed to resoive this matter through a bulk settlement. An
aggrement was signed on March 16, 1956, It called for payment of DM
75,000,000, in three installments, to the three successor organizations as an
unconditional payment, within approximately one year from the date of
signature. After payment of the third installment, on April 1, 1957, the successor
organizations were required to withdraw all the claims filed carlier by them
against the Recich. ,

Wherever, by the terms of the various global agreements between the
successor organizations and the Laender, transfers were made in settlement of
“Dritte Masse” claims, the German Federal Government undertook to refund
to the Lacnder the sum of those payments.

The signing of the bulk settlement agreement of March 16, 1956 cleared the
way for the German Federal Governmment to accept “Drittc Masse” claims from
individuals. To that end, it cnacted the Federal Restitution Law (Bundes-

10

/

rueckerstattungsgesetz - BRUEG), in 1956, which fixed a payments ceiling of
DM 1,500,000,000. The agreement with the successor organizations provided
that claims in excess of DM 75,000,000 should become payable only if total
disbursements under the BRUEG fell below the ceiling of DM 1,500,000,000.
That unknown figure gained the name “shadow quota” (Schattenquote) and
was destined to play a significant role in future negotiations with the German
Federal Government.

The following ratios were used in the distribution to the successor organ-
izations, of the IDM 75,000,000:

JRSO 51.17% (DM 38,377,500)
JIC 42.28% (DM 31,710,000)
TC-French Branch 6.55% DM 4,912,500)
i

The chances for the receipt of additional payments, “shadow quotas”, under
the terms of the Reich Claims Settlement appeared remote at the time, But thcn
cvents took an unexpected turn.

The bulk settlement of March 16, 1956 restricted the maximum commit-
ment to the successor organizations by the German Eederal Govcmmcnt to 10%
of all payments going to individual clalmants 8¢ theif successors under the

v, «. BRUEG. However, the successor orgamzatlons had limited their claims to the

payment of DM 75,000,000 by the Federal Government and to 12M 15,000,000
the JRSO had reccived from the Lacnder in the U.S. Zone under the terms of
the various global agreements. Consequently, the Reich C laims Settlement
provided that, after reccipt of DM 75,000,000, the successor organizations
waived the right to additional payments, if the overall sum of DM

1,500,000,000 under the BRUEG was insufficient to meet payments to in-

dividuals claimants or their successors in title. It was the purpose of the waiver to
sccure for individual claimants a greater share in the fund of DM 1,500,000,000.
Only in the event individual claimants failed to absorb fully the DM
1,500,000,000, would the successor organizations be entitled to “shadow quota”
payments. :

In 1964, the German Parliament enacted an amended Federal Restitution
Law (BRUEG) which enlarged the volume of payments, and expanded the
scope of eligibility. Thercupon, thé Federal Government lifted the ceiling of
DM 1,500,000,000 and agreed to settle in full all adjudicated claims. Payments
under the BRUEG soon ranged beyond the earlier ceiling by many millions of
Deutsche Marks.

The new situatidi changed fundamentally the conditions under which thc
successor organizations had accepted the terms of the bulk settlement of March
16, 1956, most notably in respect to the signing of the waiver described above.

But the German Federal Government refused to grant redress to the successor
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organizations. When negotiations for an amicable scttlement broke down, the

~successor organizations invoked arbitration proceediugs under the terms of

Article 13 of the settloment of 1956. An Arbitration Board was formed, and

after several hearings, it proposed a compromise which both parties accepted, ..

with some modifications, on July 27, 1966. By its terms, the successor organ-
izations reccived IDM 43,120,000 and the Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland
DM 3,250,000. The sums were all payable in three installments, and the last fell
due on Fcbruary 1, 1968. The following ratios werc used in the distribution of
the DM 43,120,000 to the successor organizations:

JRSO , | 49.76% (DM 21,456,512)
jTc . 41.12% (DM 17,730,944)
JTC-French Branch 9.12% (DM 3932544)

The increase in the quota of the JTC-French Branch from 6.55% under the .

1956 Agrecement to 9.12% was met by corresponding decreases in thc ratios of
the other two successor organizations.

V. Monetary Claims for Existing Securitiés (md B{mk Accounts

.

. ;y
1) Individual coufiscations o *

The JRSO claims for the: restitution of identifiable securities and bank
accounts in the U.S. Zone of Germany encountered no special difficultics. But in
Berlin the position was different. The recovery of sccurities and bank accounts
became the major component among the responsibilitics shouldered by the
Berlin office. The results were significant. In the Third Reiclr, confiscated
Jewish propertics were registered in the records of various institutions with a
precision and orderliness that bordered on the grotesque, and enabled the JRSO
to trace individual as well as mass acts of confiscation that were perpetrated
under the Eleventh Decree pursuant to the Reich Citizenship Law. At this
point, it is unnccessary to enter into any detailed description of the machinery
installed by the Third Reich for dealing with individual or with mass confis-
cation orders. Suffice it to mention that the files of the Oberfinanzpracsidenten
in the German provinces, the German Reichsbank and the Prussian State Bank
(Scchandlung) were the main sources of information. Those files disclosed
which sccurities were sold and hence could 110 longer be traced, so that they
became monctary claims against the Reich under the terms of the settlement of
March 16, 1955, and which bank accounts and sccuritics remained on dcpogit on
May 8, 1945. In the latter cascs, the claims had to be filed under the Berlin
Restitution Order (REAQ), issucd by the Berlin Kommandatura on July 26,
1949,

12

Special information on confiscations also came from the lists of Jews subject
to mass deportations. In thosc instances, deportecs were required to furnish the
Oberfinanzpracsidenten with a detailed list of their propertics, including bank

- accounts, securitics, jewelry, houschold goods, and.the like. Other information

was gleaned from the lists submitted to the Oberfinanzpracsidenten by the
dcbtors of Jewish creditors.

To collect and to analyze the wealth of information abounding in the offices
of the Oberfinanzpraesidenten, which also were in charge of the deportation
cards index, called for painstaking and laborious investigations on the part of the
JRSO staff in Berlin. The difficultics of rescarch were modcrated when the
so-called Sondervermocgensverwaltung (representative of the former Reich in
restitution cases) in Berlin, acting on behalfof the Federal Finance Ministry, was
cquipped with a staff large enough to administer the files and to deal with the
great volume of inquiries pouring in from individuals, successor organizations
and government departments.

The German General Law on the Consequcnccs of the War. Allgememcs
Kricgsfolgengesetz (AKG), dated November 1957, and the Validation of
Sccuritics Law (Wertpapicrbereinigungsgesctz) of September 1949, sct up
cumbersome proccdurcs aiming at rcvahdatmg secruitics and converting them
into monctary values at the rate of DM 10 per RM 100 of their nominal valuc.
To complete the task was the work of many years at the Berlin office. Special
problems arose from the provisions of the AKG governing the conversion of
Treasury bonds and of loans issucd by the Reich, the Reich-Railways, the
Reichspost and the former State of Prussia into a debt of the German Federal
Republic. To safeguard their rights before the filing desdline of December 31,
1958, the successor organizations filed generil ‘or blanKet claims, until they
could validate the individual claimg that qualified for restitution or conversion
and ‘could overcome other legal obstacles of a serious character.

Another significant Jegal obstacle was the refusal by the German authorities

. to recognize that former Reichbonds, confiscated from Jews and subsequently

cancelled by the Reich Debts Administration (Recichsschuldenverwaltung),

had to be treated in the validation and conversion proceedings as if they were
still in existence. The validztion of all claims was prepared in the course of the
years 1959-1963. At first, the German authorities (Sondervermocgensverwal-
tung) refused to accept the filing of proceedings based on general claims, but the
Supreme Restitution Court in Berlin (ORG) overruled the position and held
the proceedings to be valid. In the years that followed, general claims of this
character could be validated with the names of their former owners, their
validation and conversion privileges, and then transformed into individual
claims. Scttlements were rcached before the Berlin Restitution Courts at the
ratc of 30-40 cascs at a stroke. The JRSO Berlin, acting for all the successor
organizations, became the owner of a sizable portfolio of securities, the admin-
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istration of whicli called for the collection of interest and of cash and stock
dividends, and demanded a familiarity with investment policy and a wide range
of financial skills.

2) Mass confiscations (bulk settlements)
a) General Claim #7 ( Reichsuerciniq:mq )

General Claim #7 ranked high among the gencral claims filed by the JRSO.

They pertained to obligations of thec Reich Dcbts Administration (Reichs-
schuldbuchtorderungen) and comprised essentially sccurities, real estate and
so-called Heimeinkaufs-accounts scized from the Reichsvercinigung der Juden
in Deutschland. Thesc accounts were created as a picce of Gestapo deccit. On the
pretext that they would be admitted to homes for the aged in Theresienstadt,
deportees were persuaded to transfer their securitics, mortgages and bank
accounts, by “Exchange Agrcement,” to the Reichsvercinigung, an agency
created and controlled by the Nazi authoritics. To the R cichsvercinigung, the
Nazis transferred asscts scized from the dissolved Jewish communitics and
charitable agencies and from ‘individuals prior to their deportation to the
concentration camp at Theresienstadt (Terezin). The balance sheet of the
Recichsvercinigung alone disclosed securitics valued at-ReM 67,000,000 and in
the records of the Reich Debts Administration thcy were cntcred as-a’re-
placement for confiscated government securitics.

In what degree was’ the JRSO able to identify this concentration of assets
through the names of the former owners or their heirs? The investigations
secking to trace the origin of these assets faced exceptional difficultics. To begin
with, the Federal Government objected that it would be called upou to pay two
indemnities for the same assct. It maintained that assets in the Reichsvercin-
igung-accounts may not necessarily be heirless in fact, but may belopg in part, at
least, to individuals or their heirs to whom it owed liability under the Federal
Restitution Law (BRUEG). Morcover, the Federal Government sought to
prove that the obligations of the Reich Debts Administration were derived, in
substantial part, from confiscations levied as taxes on cmigration (Auswander-
ungsabgaben) for which it was liable under the Federal Indemnification Law
(BEG).

The JRSO mustered its cfforts to rcach an amicable settlement with the
German Federal Government. It was clear to all that attempts to identify cach
and every asset would stretch into the indefinite future. In consequence, the

successor organizations and the German Federal Government and Land Berlin,

reached agreement on General Claim #7 (mainly Reichsvereinigungs asscts),
on April 12, 1963. Land Berlin had entcred the controversy via Berlin Kom-
mandatura Dircctive #50 of 1949, which had granted jurisdiction over com-
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mercial and organizational property first to a Berlin Commission and later to
the City of Berlin itsclf. By agreement with the German Federal Government,
the successor organizations received the sum of DM 7,000,000: the JRSO
50.85%, DM 3,559,500, the JTC 41.65%, DM 2,915,500, and the French Branch
7.5%, DM 525,000. The General Trust Corporation (A ligemeine Treuhand
Organization (ATO) in Berlin, which was empowered to deal with the rights

id interests of Nazi victims persecuted for reasons of race rather than religion,
reccived DM 200,000 out of the DM 7,000,000 as its share in the agreement. The
JRSO's share of this payment amounted to DM 101,700.

b) Miuisterial Accounts

The Ministerial Accounts were held at the Prussian State Bank (Scchand-
lung) and were listed in the names of individual ministrics. In these accounts,
sccuritics confiscated from Jewish owners, in Czechoslovakia and Austria
predominantly, were deposited and exchanged into liabilities of the Reich
Debts Register (Schuldbuchforderungen). Morcover, these accounts included
securities scized as enforced payments of anti-Jewish levies and Jewish- assets
forfeited under the terms of the Elevénth Dgcrée-to the Reich Citizenship Law.
The JRSO in Berlin filed restitation claims for these accounts, on its own
behalfand for the other successor organizations as well. Once again, it was called
upon to verify the identities of former owners of deposits in the ministerial
accounts, for otherwise the German Federal Government would have treated
the DM 75,000,000 carmarked for transfer to the succe$sor organizations under
the Reich Claims Settlement, as satisfaction in full of all the latter’s claims. In
fact, the Federal Government contested the technical validity of those claims on
the ground that the successor-organizatioiis were unable to identify the original
owners of the assets, in every instance. The possibility of a double indemnity

loomed large in the minds of the German Federal authorities.

On January 21, 1959, the Supreme Restitution Court in Berlin (ORG),
found in favor of the successor organizations, holding they were entitled to
claim heirless property if they could prove that the assets in question stemmed
from spoliations inflicted upon Nazi victims. The decision led to the opening of
negotiations aimed at reaching an amicable settlement. First, the parties agreed
to authorize the Official Trustee (Haupttreuhaender) of the Sonderver-
moegensverwaltung (representative of the former Reich in restitution cases) to
sell the securities in the Ministerial Accounts at the Prussian State Bank. The sale
yiclded some DM 25,700,000, including interest. In May 1960, the Federal
Government approved an advance payment of DM 12,000,000 to the successor
organizations, and in a final agreement, dated Octéber 11, 1960, the Federal
Government undertook to pay DM 6,000,000 more. The Federal Government

15

%,

|

i

3HL LY 030N00Nd3Y

. Ty TGN 3HL LY ¢
"L b

e s




-~
v

1810

e wvarad

orry

-

retained the remaining DM 8,000,000, by consent of the suceessor organizations,
so as to meet whatever claims individuals might subsequently file to securitics
held in the Ministerial Accounts.

In the payments of DM 18,000,000, 50.85%, DM 9,153,000, went to the... .

JRSO, 41.65%, DM 7,497,000, to the JTC and 7.5%, DM 1,350,000, to the
JTC-French Branch.

The agreement of October 11, 1960 inposed an obligation upon the successor
organizations to indemmnify the General Trust Corporation (ATO) for claims
to heirless property that were traceable to Nazi victims who were persccuted
on grounds of race rather than religion. Following prolonged negotiations, the
ATO aceepted insertlement the sum of DM 1,500,000 or 8.33% of the aggregate
payments accruing to the successor organizations from the Ministerial Ac-
counts. The JRSO sharc in these payments camc to 50.85%, 1M 877,500.

¢) Hauptireuhandstelle Ost Settlement (HTO)

In Scptember 1940, the Nazi Government issued the so-called Poland Decrec,
by which the Haupttreuhandstelle Ost (HTO) was authorized to confiscate the

property of Polish citizens located within Greater Germany. These properties -

belonged to Jews or to persons of Jewish descent whe werg not of the Jewish
faith, and to non-Jewish Polish nationals. Since the Gentral Trust Corporation
(ATO) bore the responsibility of protecting thie interests of persctutces for
reasons of race but not of religion, the JRSO had to enlist its cooperation.
JRSO Berlin, acting for all four successor orgauizations, filed claims for the
restitution of sccuritics and bank accounts administered for the HTO by two
Berlin banks. From 1964 onward, the JRSO sought to reach a bulk scttlement of
these claims with the Federal Finance Ministry. Here again the German
authoritics were reluctant to proceed on the grounds of a possible double
liability, under the BRUEG and the BEG as well, both covering the sainc asscts.
Thercupon, the JRSO proceeded to analyze about 600 HTO files to establish
whether asscts claimed by individuals were identical with sccuritics or bank
accounts held in the banks for the HTO. Three years of preparation by the
JRSO preceded the submission to the German authoritics of a thoroughly
substantiated statement of account covering the sceuritics claimed, together
with a detailed analysis of the validation and conversion of the old shares into
the new ones expressed in Deutsche Marks plus intcrest, along with dividends,
and, wherever justified, compensation for the loss of old savings (Altsparer-
entschacdigung). The JRSO cstablished the value of the HTO assets at DM
5,145,000. ’
Following protracted negotiations, an agreement was reached with the
Federal Finance Ministry, on July 22, 1969, for the settlement of all claims to the
assets of the HTO in the sum of DM 4,000,000. Morcover, the successor
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organizations were released from the responsibilitics imposed upon them by the
scttlements of the General Claim #7, the Ministerial Accounts and individual
claims (Einzclfaclle) which required them to indemnify the German authori-
ties against the possibility of double compensation. For this purpose, it was
provided that the Finance Ministry should withhold from the settlement of DM
4,000,000 the sum of DM 300,000 for a three-ycar span, and that the ATO
should also reccive the sum of DM 300,000 mittus DM 100,000 thiat it owed the
successor organizations from the scttlement of the so-called *“Dresdner Bank
Accounts.” *

These deductions reduced the net sum to DM 3,400,000. Of that amount, the
JRSO received 49.76% (DM 1,691,840), the JTC 41.12% (DM 1,398,080), and

- the JTC-French Branch 9.12% (DM 310,080).

In August 1972, the Federal Finance Ministry remitted to the JRSO for
account of all Jewish successor organizations the sum of DM 262,920, the unuscd
balance of the DM 300,000 withheld by it in the scttlement of 1969.

The JRSO has now been relicved of the obligation to indemnify the German

authoritics for individual claims for asscts restituted to them under the terms of

the various global scttlements, Aft*cr August 1972, the German authorities had
to bear the responsibility. for mecting any claims individuals may file sub-
sequently that would exposc the Finance Ministry to double liability.

v, Cbmper:sation For The Loss Of
Old Savin 1gs Accounts (. Altsparerentschaed{gung )

The German currency reform that entered into force on Junc 20, 1948 created
scvere hardships on persons who owned savings accounts, 1110rtgagcs, govern-
ment bonds of the Reich, debts registered in the Reich Debts Book (Recichs-
schuldverschreibungen) and a variety of other accounts deposited with com-
mercial and savings banks. Indecd, Reichsmarks were made convertible into the
new Deutsche Marks i1 the ratio of RM 100 : DM 6.5 for savings accounts, in
contrast with RM 100 : DM 10, in the case of other debts and mortgages. The
Law for the Alleviation of Hardships Arising from the Currency Reform
(Gesetz zur Milderung der Wachrﬁ'ngsreform—Altsparergcstz) of July 1953,
provided for compensation in some form for losses individuals had suffered
from the cffects of the currency reform. :

By the terms of the 1953 law and its amendment of 1959, old savings,
predominantly funds deposited in banks and savings institutions or invested in

* The claiming period for the three Jewish successor organizations under the Berlin Restitution Order had
expired on December 31, 19506, The chiming period for the ATO expired in 1953. In the intervening period,
the ATO filed a claim on behalf of all successor organizations for Jewish accounts seized at the Dresdner Bank

which resulted in 2 favorable seetlement. It was agreed that the value of Jewish assets in the scttlement was DM
100,000.
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bonds issued by the Reich and the German Laender, as well as debts registered in
the Reich Debts Book, niust have been in existence on Jariuary 1, 1940 in order
to qualify for compensation. Morcover, claimants were required to be holders of
the old savings on both January 1, 1940 and Junc 20, 1948. The Law granted 10%
in compensation for investment losses arising from Reich debts, bonds and
mortgages, and 13%% for savings account losscs.

The 1953 law granted compensation to individuals but not to corporations
for losscs arising from the currency reform. The successor organizations were
non-cxistent on January 1, 1940 and had to battle for recognition as old savers
with respect to the various asscts restituted to them.. The argument they
advanced that they had succeeded the original owners retroactive to the date of
the original holdings (ex-tunc), and hence must be considered the holders of the
asscts on both January 1, 1940 and Junc 20, 1948, was accepted by the German
- Federal Equalization Authority (Bundesausgleichsamt) in Bad Homburg,

The JRSO and the German authorities both agreed to scttle compensation
claims for old savings via global agreements. The first scttlement was signed in
August 1969 and covered mortgages, sccuritics and bank accounts restituted to

“the JRSO in the US. Zone. The Federal Equalization Authority recoguized
JRSO claims amounting to DM 3,607,839, and produced compensation f for the
Joss of old savings coming to 1DM 575,658, including 4% intcrest from January.1,
1953 to August 31, 1966. In Junc 1964, the Jewish Trust Corporation reaelied &
scttlement with the Federal Equalization Authority, in the sum of DM 184,000,
for mortgages and sccuritics restituted to the successor organization in the
British Zone. :

The compensation claims for sceuritics confiscated and held by the Reichs-
bank and the Prussian State Bauk in Berlin presented a more difficult problem.

These claims were collected by the JRSO Berlin, acting on behalf of all the

successor organizations. On claims for restituted mortgages and sccuritics other
than Reich bonds, a scttlenent of DM 580,013 was reaclied in 1966, of which
52.50% (DM 304,507) represented the JRSO's share, Compensation claims for
Reich bonds had to be submitted to the Equalization Office (Ausgleichsamt) in
Berlin-Wilmersdorf. In 1968, that officc paid on account to the successor
organizations the sum of DM 41,500 in cash, and DM 67,000 in Federal German
Bonds.

With respect to the assets of the Reichsvereimgung, which were mainly in
the form of sccuritics, Directive 350 had awarded them to the successor
organizations. It became a-task of many years for the JRSO Berlin to probe the
origin of thosc sccuritics and to show that they qualified for compensation
under the Law for the Loss of Old Savings. Morcover, that Law y’mtc_d
compensation to religious and welfarc organizations only for claims concerning
assets of their social ﬁmds To establish which portions of the asscts of the former
Jewish Communitics and of the charitable and welfare organizations were
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carmarked for social service purposes and which for operating funds, construc-
tion funds and the like, proved immenscly difficult. Finally, a special regulation
to permit the successor organizations to file claims for old savings (only
individuals were cntitled to do so under the cxisting law), was issucd on

" October 25, 1968.

The special regulation, dated December 9, 1968, opened the way to a
compromise scttlement of compensation claims for mortgages and securities
other than Reich debts. The Federal Equalization Office recognized claims in
the sum of RM 3,928,088, which produced compensation payments of DM
392,800 plus IDM 251,392 (4% interest from January 1, 1953 to December 31,
1968) coming to DM 644,192, in all. The JRSO sharc amounted to DM
328,538.

Among the claims filed by the JRSO were also claims for restitution of
sccuritics confiscated from the Paris branch of the Rothschild family. The JRSO
assigned the claim subsequently to the law firm that represented the Roth-
schilds. The successor organizations received a participation of 20% in the
proceeds arising from the sale of the Rothschild sccuritics as well as from the
compensation stemming from the Law for the Loss of Old Savings. The latter
claims were scttled in part in Jaimary 1972: The sharc of the successor organ-
-izations came to DM 411,802, while the JRSO sharc amounted to DM 216,196,

+ Additional claiins for the loss of old savings are still pending.
Pending also are claims on Reich bonds and Reich debts submitted under the
. Law for the Loss of Old Savings to the Equalization Office in Berlin-Wil-
mersdorf. Claims that remain open on account of special problems pertaining to
the evidence needed to qualify them for compensatlon ‘may ylcld DM 100,000
- in all, estimates indicate.

-

VI Levy On Mortgage Profits
(Hypothekengewinnabgabe, HGA)

In 1952, the German Federal Government enacted the Equalization of
Burdens Law (Lastenausgleichsgesetz, LAG) to alleviate financial losses suffered
as an outcomic of the war. Funds to finance the law were obtaincd in part by
syphoning off profits that real estatc owners had gained by clearing their
propertics of encumbrances following the currency conversion in 1948, when
Reichsmark mortgages shrank to a mcre one-tenth of their foriner value when
expressed in Deutsche Marks. The LAG introduced a special levy on mortgage
profits (Hypothekengewinnabgabe, HGA), to tax the inequitable enrichment
of real estate ownters who became beneficiarics of the currency conversion. The
levy was computed on the basis of the encumbrances that had burdened the
propertics on June 21, 1948. The HGA levy amounted to ninc-tenths of the
valuc of the nominal mortgage on that datc and represented an ecncumbrance on
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the property (Grundschuld) held by the Federal Government and entered in
the Land Registry.

/ Provisionally, the Gerinan authoritics cxmnptcd the successor organizations
from that portion of the HGA levy which fell due within the period of their
owncrship. On the other hand, the German authoritics maintained that upou
thesale ofpmpcrtics by the successor organizations, it fcll to the lot of the buyers
to pay the tax in the stallments prescribed by law from the time they
purchased the property.

The successor organizations immediately protested the taxation of propertics
that were restituted to them, whether still held in their hands or previously sold.
The uncertainty of the legal position impelled the JRSO to introduce the
following proccdures:

1. For buyers who wished to acquire property frec of encumbrance, thchSO

paid the HGA with the right to claim a refund, should it becomne elear that

the successor organizations were not liable for payment of the tax.

2. For buyers who acquired property encumbered by the levy on mortgage

profits, the purchasc price was reduced in relation to the possible tax liability

that might arise during their ownership.

3. The purchascr undertook to repay to the JRSO a rcd uccd purclnsc pncc in

the event payment of the levy becamé unnceessary.”. T e

Many ycars were required to clarify the legal pomlon The jcwmh “Trust
Corporation had filed a test casc in the Finance Court at Cologne which was
won in October 1960. The suit was grounded on the argument that heirlcss

- Jewish propertics were cxempt from special taxation under the Contractual

Agreement concluded between the German Federal Government and the Allied

Occupation Powers (Ucberlcitungsvertrag), Article 5, Scction 111, and hence,

the special levy could not be imposed on properties restituted to the successor

organizations. The German Finance Ministry appealed the décision to the

Federal Finance Court. On January 18, 1963, the Court held the successor

organizations to be exempt from the payment of the Levy of Mortgage Porfits.

Accordingly, the JRSO proceeded to claim a refund of the taxes it had
already paid, or sct out to recover from buyers of its propertics the sums by
which purchase prices were reduced in relation to the contingent tax liability.
The task was a wide-ranging onc that has yet to reach completion to date,
because many buyers were graiited the right of repayment by installments.

In Berlin, a special situation arosc in the case of propertics transferred to the
City under the Global Scttlement concluded in December 1955. The propertics
transferred to the City of Berlin by the JRSO werce all exempted finally from the
HGA. Hence the City of Berlin was called upon to indemuify the JRSO forthe
considerable savings from the reduction in the purchase price that arose under
the terms of the Global Agreement. A solution was reached, in August 1964, in
the form of a bulk settlement agreement calling for the payment of DM 800,000

20

-

to the JRSO on behalf of the three suceessor organizations. The JRSO sharc
cainc to DM 471,680, the JTC reecived DM 292,720 and the JTC-French
Branch DM 35,600. Morcover, through the year 1972, the JRSO reccived
refunds in the former US. Zone and in Berlin for propertics it had not

, tmnsfcrrqd to the City in the sum of DM 725,460, in all.

VIL Restitution Of Former Jewish Communal Property

In 1933, 600,000 Jews lived in Germany. By the close of Waorld War 11, the
number had all but reached the vanishing point. A mere 10,000 - 12,000 Jews
remained in the US. Zone and in Berlin. The majority were survivors of
concentration camps and many were cast European in origin. They chose to
remain in Germany for rcasons of illness or of age predominantly. They
reestablished Jewish communitics in a number of cities and towns in post~war
Genmnany, and most were small and weak. In the U.S. Zone, Frankfurt and
Munich were the largest, while Berlin with its 7,000 Jews was the most
important.

In kecping with Military Government Law #59, the property of all Jewish
communitics and organizations whlch were g dmolvxd in the Nazi era under the
Tenth Decree to the Ruchsbucrgcrgcsétz was -¢ittrusted to the JRSO for
distribution. From the very mccptlon, the JRSO proceeded to aid the-new
communitics in rebuilding Jewish communal life. Over the years, the JRSO
transferred to them picces of property for the establishiment of new synagogues,
old-age homes or new community centers. Howéycr, the new Jewish com-
muuitics protested. They refused to aceept the fact thiethe JRSO, like the
successor organizations in the British and French Zones of Germany, would have
a decisive votee on the distribution and utilization of the former communal or
organizational property. The JRSO supported by the Allied authoritics was -
unable to accept the claim that the newly formed Jewish communitics were
identical with their predecessors and henee entitled to reccive the communal
propertics of the latter, in their entirety.

The impassc led to a serics of vexatious law suits, and the casc of the Augsburg
community, with a membership of under 50, becamc potable. The new
community laid claim to restituted property, in the value of DM 800,000, that
had once belonged to the old community, the membership of which had ranged
beyond 1,000. Ultimately, the U.S. Court of Restitution Appeals rejected the
claiim. In that instance, and subsequently in similar oncs, the JRSO “view
prevailed that the wide-ranging disparitics between the new membership’and
the old should not be lost to view. Morcover, the JRSO owed a responsibility
not merely to the small number of Jews who now resided in Germany, but also
to the greater numbers who had migrated to other countrics and rated con-
sideration, in their vast majority, as bencficiaries of JRSO funds. The decision of
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the US. Court of Restitution impelled most of the communities to reach
- agrcements with the JRSO for the division of conimunal propertics. All told,
theJRSO transferred to the communitics property valued at DM 3,500,000

($833,350 at the exchange rate prevailing at that date) and retained commuial

propertics valued at some DM 5,000,000 ($1,190,500).

VIIL Indemm_'ﬁc&tibn Claims For Destroyed Synagogues,
Communal and Organizational Property, and Cultum/ Objects
1) Berlin®

I Bcrlin, by way of contrast, the recovery and the division of former
communal propertics procceded with less friction. It should be noted, however,
that only rubblc and ruins were available for restitution in Berlin, in light of the
utter destruction of synagogues and community center buildings that occurred
on the Kristallnacht, November 10, 1938. Hence the JRSO claims for com-
pensation against Land Berlin pertained to damage to property inflicted by the

Nazi regime. Negotiations with the Berlin Senate on the size of the compensa-.

tion, and simultancously with the Jewish community on the division of it,
encountered numerous hurdles, Finally, on March 3; 1955, Land Berlin agreed

to pay DM 10,300,000, before deducting DM 700,000 previously: advanced to -,

the Jewish comnyunity (DM 9,600,000 nct). Of that sum, the Jewish com-
munity received DM 3,000,000, and the successor organizations DM 6,600,000.
At thesame time, Land Berlin waived its claims for the refund of advances made
to the new Jewish community in the sums of DM 1,452,000 and RM
1,792,174.81. Of the DM 6,600,000, the JRSO reccived DM 1,507,144, tlchC
DM 4,000,000, and the JTC-French Branch DM 1,092,856.  .”

In May 1960, the successor organizations approved a suppleimentary payment
of DM 550,000 to the Berlin Jewish Community, in scttlement of indem-
nification claims for the destruction of communal property. The shares of the
JRSO in this payment came to DM 134,500, of the JTC to DM 393,000, and of
the JTC-French Branch to DM 22,500. The supplementary payment placed the
Berlin Jewish Community on an cqual footing with thosc in the Western Zones,
which had reccived 50% in scttlement of claims for communal propertics that
suftered destructiof or damagc.

2) U.S. Zone

On its claims for damage to communal propertics in the U.S. Zone, the JRSO
had attempted for years to reach agreements with the Laender and with the
Jewish communitics, in an cffort to provide funds for futurc nceds of the
reconstituted Jewish communitics. The JRSO and the Jewish communities

22

agreed that the share that would accrue to the Jewish communities from the
global scttlement with the Lacnder should not be instantly distributed. Instead,
a trust fund should be established under the provisions of German Law (regis-
tered association) to be used for the communal and welfare needs of the Jewish
communitics in the U.S. Zone. These communities were united in Federations
(Landesverbaende) in their respective Laender: Bavaria, Hesse, Baden-
Wucrttemberg and Bremen. Eventually, the Federations became members of
the Trust Fund, together with the Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland (Cen-
tral Board of Jews in Germany). The Zentralrat acted as a moderator in the
ncgotiations between the JRSO and the Landesverbacnde. It also aided in

reconctling conflicting claims among the partics and conflicted opinions among .
g g 2 g

the Landesverbaende.

The Federal Indemnification Law (BEG) that was enacted in 1953 author-
ized the successor organizations to claim compensation for damage to syn-
agogucs and other communal propertics. The preparation of these claims called
for painstaking rescarch on the blueprints of destroyed buildings - their plans,
measurements, furnishings and cquipment. Eycwitness accounts given by sur-
vivors or by non-Jews proved of value in thc preparation of global scttlements
with the Laender. - 5oL

In 1956, an amcndcd BEG was eh:\ctcd and it exerted a wide-ranging cffect
on the preparatory work the JRSO was called upon to perform. The right to
compensation on the part of the successor organizations was limited to a
maximum of DM 75,000 per object for destruction or damage. The new Jewish
communitics, however, were empowered to égbmit indemnification claims in
their own right for payments in excess of DM 75,000, upon proof that the
damagc suffered exceeded the ceiling of DM 75,000-and it was required for their
communal purposes. This provision for payment of the “surplus” (the so-called
Ueberhang) of Scction 148-3 of the BEG, called for a new calculation of the
JRSO claims. Simultancously, it stirred new conflicts with the Landesverbaende
which were authorized to file compensation claims concurrently with the
JRSO.

In December 1957, the JRSO, the Landcesverbaende and’ the Zentralrat
rcached a final agreement. It provided that the proceeds of claims for the
destruction of synagogues and other cultural, communal and organizational
propertics should be shared equally by the JRSO and the Jewish communities in
the former U.S. Zone. The share of the latter was reduced by whatever
payments the JRSO had already made to communities with whom it had
rcached scttlement in carlier years. The rest was carmarked for payment to a
Trust Fund (Treuhandverein) that would cope with requests for meeting the
niceds of the Jewish communitics in the former U.S. Zone. The membership of
the Trust Fund included three JRSO representatives. The agreement also stated
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~which the JRSO was to provide an advance payment of DM 1,000,000, Government of Land Bremen. On December 1, 1959, the Bremen Senate paid %g E
Morcover, the JRSO agreed to pay DM 500,000 out of the proceeds of the Reich DM 1,500,000 for the construction of a new synagoguc and a home for the aged. PRt i
Claims Scttlement with the German Federal Government. Of that sum, DM ' V r ]2'
75,000 was carmarked for the Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland. Aud finally, 3) British and French Zones § § |
t'h(,t _!cwnsh commt.mitics in the former U.S. Zone agreed to shoulder respon- In the British Zone, the Jewish Trust Corporation and the Lacnder l?; i
sibility for the maintenance of cemeterics that remained in active use. Inactive Governments reached the global settlements outlined below, that covered : l( i

cemcteries were to be transferred to the Landesverband of jurisdiction, which
would bear responsibility for maintenance.

This Trust Fund, the Jucedischer Treuhandfonds Sucddeutschiand, was es-
tablished in 1960. It paved the way for implementing the Overall Agreement,
and for rcaching settlements with the Lacnder of Bavaria and Hesse.

The scttlement with Land Bavaria, dated October 24, 1960, recognized

claims amounting to DM 38,000,000. OFf that swin, DM 26,000,000 was payable

to the JRSO, and DM 12,000,000 as “Ucberhang™ to the Trust Fund, the
Landcsverband, and to various Jewish communitics in Bavaria. The DM
26,000,000 was to be divided in cqual shares between the JRSO and the Jewish
cominunitics i Bavaria, ’
The scttlement with Land Hesse; dated November 29, 1961, recognized
claims amounting to DM 62,153,873. Of that sum; DM 29,695,000 .was payable

to the JRSO, DM 13,824,000 to the Trust Fund, and DM 18834873 to the <"

Landesverband, and to various Jewish communitics in Hesse, notably Frank-
furt/Main, which had ranked among the wealthicst in pre-Nazi Germany.
Claims reaching DM 13,153,376 were recognized as “Ucberhang.”

In the casc of Land Baden-Wucrttemberg, the JRSO had already scttled its
claims for damage to synagogues, cemeterics and other communal or organ-
izational propertics on November 6, 1951. A settlement payment to the JRSO,
in the sum of DM 10,000,000, included DM 1,500,000 for the assigimment of
pending restitution claims and the sale of restituted, but unsold property. In
1956, the Israclitische Kultusvercinigung Wuerttemberg-Hohenzollern (for
Land Wucrttemberg) and the Oberrat der Isracliten Badens (for Land Baden),

“the central Jewish communal organizations, demanded payment of the JRSO of
onc-half the sum of the DM 1,500,000 which Land Baden-Wuertteniberg had
undertaken to pay in discharge of all indemmification claims for the destruction
or damage of synagogues, cemeterics, and other real property. Protracted
negotiations produced an agreement in August 1957, whereby the JRSO paid
DM 284,179 to the Israclitischc Kultusvercinigung Wuerttemberg-Hohenzol -
lern and DM 283,983 to the Oberrat der Isracliten Badens.

In Land Bremen, the smallest land in the U.S. Zone, tthRSO,’in March
1955, had filed claims for damage to communal and organizational property of
the Jewish communitics in Bremen and Bremerhaven. In Scptember 1959, the
JRSO assigned these claims to the Jewish Community of Land Bremen, against
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indenmification claims for damage to synagogucs and for the destruction of
connnunal and organizational propertics.

1. Land Hamburg, DM 5,000,000. The JTC received DM 2,400,000, which it

shared with the Jewish Communal Fund for North-West Germany, and

DM 2,600,000, as “Ucberhang” went to the Jewish Community of

Hamburg, '

2. Lower Saxony, DM 9,450,000. The JTC reccived DM 5,700,000 which it

shared with the Jewish Communal Fund, and DM 3,750,000 went to the

Jewish conmmunitics of Lower Saxony. .

3. North-Rhine Westphalia, DM 21,000,000, to be shared with the Jewish

Commnunal Fund. ?' ) "’

4. Schleswig-Holstein, DM 1,133.047, Thé JTC reccived DM 600,071 which

it shared with the Jewish Communal Fund, and DM 532,976 as “Ucberhang”

went to the Jewish Communal Fund, in trust for the Jewish communities of

Schleswig-Holstein. ,

In the French Zone, the JTC-French Branch and the Laender Governmients
rcached the global settlements outlined below that covered indemmification
claims for damage to synagogues and for the destruction of communal and
orgamzational propertics. '

1. Mainz, DM 1:740,950.

2. Worms, 12M 435,000,

3. Trier, DM 1,080,000. .

4, South Baden, DM 2,400,000.

5. Bad Kreuznach, DM 750,000.

6. South Wucrttemberg and Hohenzollern, 1DM 1,250,000

7. Koblenz, DM 3,350,000.

4) B’nai B'rith

Among the organizations that considered themselves to be successors in
interest of communal organizations dissolved under the Tenth Decree to the
Reichsbuergergesetz (Reich Citizenship Law), was the Supreme Lodge of the
Order of B'nai B'rith, Washington, D.C. The B'nai B'rith asscrted a claim to
the restitution of propertics scized by the Nazi regime from its Lodges in the
former U S. and British Zones. The B'nai B'rith maintained that their claims for
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‘restitution took precedence over those filed by the JRSO for the properties of its
“former Lodges.

The B’nai B’rith asserted its claim on the ground that its former Lodges in
Germany had held their assets as trustees of the Order. When the Lodges were
dissolved by Nazi administrative action, their assets passed automatically to the
Supreme Lodge in Washington, D.C. The JRSO and the JTC rejected the
argument, on the ground that several court decisions had held that the Lodges in
Germany were formed as separate legal bodics. Hence, the successor organiza-
tions maintained, they alone must be considered the sole legitimate claimants,
while the claim of the Supreme Lodge to act as the legal successor of the former
Lodges in Germany lacked foundation in law.

The JRSO expressed the wish to facilitate the recovery of the propertics in
question, but without yiclding ground on the legal aspects. Finally, agreement
was reached on March 30, 1951, whercby the JRSO agreed to assign to the
Supreme Lodge all of its claims to former Lodge properties in Germany, while
the Supreme Lodge agreed to usc all the assets recovered under the wrms ot the
Agreement for the relicf, rehabilitation and rescttlement of Jewish victims of
Nazi persecution, and predominantly for those in Isracl. Thereafter, thc]RSO
segregated in a separate trust account, for the betiefit of the Supreme Lodge, the
income and assets that accrued from those propertics. In its tum » e JRSO was
compensated for the expenditures it had incurred in those cascs.

Net recoverits in the former U.S. Zone that were credited to the B'nai B'rith
ranged beyond DM 450,000. The greater part went into the purchase and
maintenance of a unit in the Hillel Foundation of the B'nai B'rith in Isracl.

IX. Pensions For Foriner Community Officials

Former Jewish community officials in Germany, an’long them rabbis,
teachers, cantors, librarians, social workers, or their widows, who would have
been eligible for pensions had the Nazis not destroyed their communities,
petitioned the JRSO to set aside a portion of its assets to mect those pension
claims. The petitions were grounded on the argument that the JRSO, as the
successor to the former Jewish communities in Germany, was liable for the
pension obligations. The JRSO maintained that whatever obligations the
former communitics might have had to these pensioners, the obligations did not
accrue to it as the successor organization.

At the same tini, in light of the importance and the pressing urgency of these
pension claims, the JRSO referred claimants to indemnification legislation in
Germany that was scheduled for enactment. The JRSO joined hauds with the
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany (Claims Conference)
to devise procedures with the German Federal Government for the payment of
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pension claims of officials and eimployces of the former Jewish communities in
Germany. In fact, by Protocol #1, signed on September 10, 1952, between the
German Federal Republic and the Claims Conference, the former undertook to
pay compensation to persons who had suffered losses as officials or employecs of
Jewish communities or of public institutions within the territories of the
German Reeich as of December 31, 1937. On April 9, 1953, the Federal Interior
Ministry issued guidelines for the implementation of that obligation. To set the
program in motion with the greatest possible speed, a fund was created for the
making of pension payments, and the Claims Conference was authorized to
appoint a Pensions Advisory Board. Acting in a strictly advisory capacity, the
Board weighed the claims submitted and presented its views of them to the
German authoritics. Over the years, the Pensions Advisory Board has evaluated
over 3,500 claims, and pension payments to bencficiaries exceeded $23,000,000,
all told.

X. Maintenance Of Abandoned Jewish Cemeteries

By the close of World War 1, some 1,700 abandoned Jewish cemeteries in the
Western Zones of Getmany were in disrepair and without care, All were
confiscated by the Reich, and had peenvandalized in the absence of the former
owners, the _]ewxsh communities. The Military Governments in Gcrmany
enforced the restoration of the desecrated burial grounds, but the care of them
lay beyond the capabilities of the newly formed Jewish communities scattered
throughout the Western Zones. '

The three successor organizations and the Jewish communities formed a
committee to negotiate with the German Federal Government on the matter. In
1953, a settlement was reached whereby the latter agrecd to pay DM 200,000 for
the restoration of cemeterics which had gone without maintenance after 1945,
Subsequently, on Rosh Hashanah Eve, 5717 (1956), the German Federal
Government and the Laender agreed to provide care and maintenance. In June
1957, a Protocol agreement was signed between the Federal and the Laender
Governments on the one hand and the three successor organizations, the
Landesverbaende and the Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland on the other.
The Protocol called for the grant of permanent care to abandoned Jewish
cemeteries in the German Federal Republic, upkeep in harmony with the
surrounding landscape, maintenance of a surrounding wall cquipped with a
gate and lock, and grass cutting at regular intervals. The care of individual
graves and tombstones was left to the next of kin. The agreement did not cover
West Berlin since no Jewish cemeteries were located in that city.

On February 20, 1958, implementation of the Protocol was assured by an
agreement between the German Federal Government and the Laender to share
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8 cqually in the costs of upkecp, whlch would reach DM 0.25 per <;quarc meter, XII. Board oqu“itY Procedures And Equity Ham’ship Fund i 12 | §‘
. cstimates indicated. In all, the JRSO paid individual claimants of properties that the organization 2
it Under the overall agreement between the JRSO, the Lmdcwcrb'wudc, and . had already recovered a sum bordering on DM 12,500,000. Predominantly, the : . g E
L" : the Jewish communities in the U.S. Zou, title to abandoned cemeterics was ' claimants were heirs to propertics who had forfeited their legal rights to l: RN
i transferred to the particular Landesverband charged with jurisdiction. Where restitution by the failure to file their claims by December 31, 1948, the filing 118 R
ol maintenance costs ranged beyond those shouldered by the Federal and Lacender deadline set forth in M.G. Law #£59. 1B |z |
; v . . |
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Governments, the excess was to be covered by a special fund that the
~ Treuhandfonds in the U.S. Zone were scheduled to establish.
Open cemeterics, those in active usc as burial grounds, are currently under
maintenance by the Jewish communitices in the territories in question.

XI. The Legal Aid Department

‘US. Military Government Law -#59, promu!gatcd in 1947, authonzcd‘

former owners and their heirs to claim the restitution of identifiable property..
Similar laws were cnacted for the British Zonc in 1949, for the French Zone in
1952, and for the three westcrn sectors of Berlin in 1949.

The restitution laws were very complex. Private claimants needed the aid of
lawyers, but many lacked the means to pay for the cost of their services. The
need strengthened the notion of forming a legal aid soeiety, composed of former
German lawyers, in the main, who were ready fo represcnt privafe- clannants
scattered the world over, and led to the founding of the United Restitution
Organization (U.R/O.) in 1948. It was formed in London as an English
company and opened offices in Isracl, the U'S,, France, Great Britain, in the
British and French Zones of Germany and in the corresponding scctors of
Berlin. But in the US. Zonc and in the US. Scctor of Berlin, it ran into
difficulties. The US. Military Government was unwilling to authorize an
unknown legal aid socicty to submit the claims of clients based pn M.G. Law
#59, the Berlin Restitution Law of July 1949, and the General Claims Law for
the U.S. Zonc of August 1949. The U.S. Military Government, in ignorance of
the notable caliber of the personalities who supported the URO, voiced the fear
that claimants of small mecans might fall into the hands of irresponsible persons
who would hold back for their own pockets a great share of the sums recovered.
The U.S. authoritics believed that the JRSO was in a position to carry out the
legal aid program sing Ichanded. Accordingly, the JRSO opened Legal Aid
Departments, by the end of 1948, to collaborate with the URO in providing

claimants of small means with scrvices they nceded. Such departments were
opened in Nuremberg, Frankfurt, Munich and Berlin. Although subject to
administrative supervision by the JRSO, those departments functioned auten-
omously, acting more as branch offices of the URO than as departments of the
JRSO. Great stress was laid upon avoiding conflicts of interest between the
claims handled by the Legal Aid Departinents and those of the JRSO itself.
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The JRSO had withdrawn its claims to private propertics wherever former
owners or their heirs had submitted claims before the filing deadline had
expired. But now, claimants who had failed to submit timely claims, challenged
the validity of the JRSO claims to the properties in question, and demanded the
transfer to them of the claims or the proceeds. Their protests were never
weakened by any realization that the swift action taken by the JRSO had madc
recoveries possible to begin with, and hence that the JSRO alone was legally
entitled to the proceeds. By April 1950, some 300 persons had petitioned the
JRSO for the assignment of such claims or the procecds of them, and appear-
ances suggested that these petitions were but the first forerunners of many.
The moral predicament underlying the JRSO position was clear: should it
procced with the recovery of properties to which it was legally entitled or

_ should it reduce the funds-available for the relicf and rehabilitation of Nazi

victims by accepting the claims of heirs who retdined at least equitable rights? It

also was true that negligence in meeting the filing deadline was not the only
ground for the forfeiture of claims. In many instances, claimants had never
learned of the existence of the filing deadline or of the existence of the very
property they were now claiming, or they were informed, incorrectly, that the
filing of a claim. was unnccessary to protect their rights. The need for an
cquitable procedure to handle the petitions of chimants impressed itself upon
all. .

Accordingly, the JRSO obtained amcndmcnts and special licenses under the
terms of M.G. Law #59, 50 as to legalize the assignment of its rights to late
claimants in equity cases. An Equity Board was created to deal with these claims
and they swiftly gained the label “cquity claims.” The JRSO, by public
announcements, invited late claimants to submit petitions to it before
December 31, 1950, and cxpressed its readiness to assign its legal rights to all
heirs, however remote the relationship, who could prove their rights to the title,
subject to a service charge to be paid by them. The service charge varied in size in
keeping with the value of the property and the claimant’s relationship to the
original owner. In hardship cascs, only a nominal service charge was levied.

Some 2,500 cquity claims were submitted by December 31, 1950, the cxpir-
ation date of the filing deadline, and considerably more came in afterwards. A
second filing deadline was publicly announced for December 31, 1951, and it
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called for a slightly higher service charge for late petitioners. A third onc was
dated December 31, 1952, more than five years beyond the enactment of M.G.
Law #59. By the end of July 1955, over 4,800 cquity claims were submlttcd to
the JRSO.

The same pattern was followed in the British Zone at the jewish Trust
Corporation and at its branch for the French Zone. Finally, the three successor
organizations agreed that the equity procedures should be closed by December

.31, 1955, and that claims should ot be accepted thereafter. Payments on these

equity claims reached nearly DM 12,500,000. At the same time, to deal with the
claims of needy persons who might file at a still later date, a trust fund, the

~ Equity Hardship Fund, was created in London in July 1956.

The three successor organizations endowed the Fund with a capital of DM

2,000,000 and with a management cxpense account of DM 250,000. The
contributions ranged as follows:

. Management

Trust Fused Expensés’
JRSO DM 925,000 DM 115,625
JjTc DM 925,000 DM 115,625
JTC-French Branch DM 156,000 ) DM 18 750

Y

RS

The filing dcgd]inc for the Equity Hardship Fund cxpired on June 30, 1957,
but the successor organizations agreed to transfer to it all claims that had
reached them after January 1, 1956. The Fund stated in its by-laws that only the
original owner or his hcirs who qualified as near relatives, and who were in
need, were cligible to file claims. Claims adjudicated by the Fund were paid ata
reduced rate - 70% of the award or DM 50,000, whichever was less.

Once again, claimants in considcrable numbers filed pct:ttons after Junc 30,
1957, and once again, the successor organizations extended the deadline, this
time to December 31, 1958. It is notable that the latter date fell a full ten ycars
after the original deadline fixed by M.G. Law #59. In all, 490 cases were
adjudicated and payments reached some DM 1,250,000. The surplus was repaid
to the successor organizations in keeping with the size of their share in the
original capital. Thch{SO share came to 46.25% (DM 235,000).

E—\I;H—«'I—“heﬂccovery Of Cultural- P:ropert}/E

In its claims to heirless property, the JRSO did not restrict itself to the
recovery of real estate, bank accounts, securities and the like. From the incep-
tion, its Cultural Property Division sought to trace and to recover Jewish

or had transported to German territory from occupicd eastern countries. The

cultural, artistic and rcligious objects the Nazis had plundered within Germany, 4 \/ o

10

¢

- These were shipped to New York, in November 1949, and were transferred to

U.S. Military Government had taken custody of these objects and had listed
them spcmﬁcally in mvcntorlcs
tab]ls hed” byjé&glwx’szuhola'r“s'ind _]cwns Feultiiral orgamzatlons and lmkcd to the §
rjRSO for tracmg, rcsntutmg and allocatmg ]cwmh books and ccremomal
[thc ]RSO for the't rccovcry ry of such™ ob‘;éas :4'_11 February 1949 it o ofﬂcxal? -
rccogmnon as the™ truistee of all cultural_]cwxsh ob_;ccts that were “stored at thc7
{Offenbach dcpot in (;crmany JOver 10,000 ceremontal objccts were recovered |
and distributed to synagogues and museums in Isracl, Western Europe, South
‘Africa and the United States. Many cases of objects containing, in all, over 1,000
Torah scrolls that were burnt, torn, or reduced to fragments, were shipped to
the JDC offices in Paris for cxamination and repair at the hands of scribes, and
for subsequent distribution in Israel and Europe. Some scrolls were 200 years old
and more. Over 250,000 books, pamphlets and other writings were also dis-
tributed in Israel, Western Europe and the United States. Entire libraries and
collections, e.g. the Hermann Cohen Library, were transferred in toto to the
Hebrew University in. Jerusalem. Other volumes, dver 2,500 in all, many of
them rare and centuries old, ‘weht 1o the Jewish Thcologlcal Seminary, the
Institute of Jewish Rehglon and the Yiddish Scientific Institute (YIVO) all in
New York.’ '
Scarcely a major Jewish community in the world failed to benefit from the |
redistribution of these treasures. A substantial share went to Jewish communi-
tics in Western Europe and aided in their struggle for cultural and spiritual
reconstruction. {Similarly, the Hebrew Umve.rs;ty Library, and the Bezalel
UMuscuiti it Jerusalem, along with other libraries; “yéshivotand- rchglous insti-
[ tations in Isracl, feccived allotniciits in'cooperation with the Israel Mlmstry for |
XR‘elxglous Aﬂ‘alrs_}ln making the distributions, an advisory committee of leading |
Jewish librarians, art curators and other experts assisted the JCR.. In cases where

the original Jewish owners could be traced, recovered objects were returned to
them.

&}
In addition to Jewish cultural and religious objects, the JCR acting as an
agent of the JRSO probed for art objects that were secular in character, notably :

paintings from Jewish museums or Jewish private homes that the Nazis had
scized. In greatest part, these objects were cached near Munich, in the U.S. Zone.
In February 1949, the Munich Collecting Point of the U.S. Military Govern-
ment transferred to the JRSO eleven crates containing nearly 700 art objects.

the storage rooms of the Jewish Museum in that city for examination and.
appraisal by experts and art dealers. Thirty-five old paintings that had under-

gonc restoration were shipped to the Bezalcl Museum in Israel, as representative
examples.
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~=—St-f\mbrosms valued at some. $4 500 were-offered-at: pubhc sales
Tof the'collectionwas pubhcly;xdvcr”'
?thcmhmrs 16" (.omc forward As a_results-severdl: paintings“were Aaitticd atithis~<|

T\\of the Administration of Propertics of the City of Berlin that originally were

-prints;200- miniatures, a ;mmbcr of carved- augds in wood, anda hrg(, f;gurciof

| the United Kingdom, for display in London primarily, at homes for the aged
! for refugees from Central Europe; three or four paintings were carmarked for
the same purpose to the JTC, French Branch. The rest were scheduled to go to

‘fThc he_remaining ob_[ccts among-thenrsoné 100 paintings, 150 dnwmgs and ‘
narhing objec

sexisténee /
al*(g\fncn oy

&d: Soasirordiable individu
%’"‘-’W

plesne_ by

rg. s 2.
point.and-were WIthdrawn from-tlicsale. In_a7féW iiistances, paintings were

\repurchiséd from art-dcalérs at a later point.
In 1952, the JRSO uncovered a collection of ncarly 400 pictures in the Office

iplundered by the Nazis from the Reichsvercinigung der Juden in Deutschland.
‘[Most of the paintings had been the property of the Berlin Jewish Muscum. The
distribution of this collection was agreed upon as follows, after discussions held
{with the JTC and the JTC-French Branch: fiftcen paintings to the Jewish \/
Museum of the Hebrew Union College at Cincinnati, Ohio; five paintings to

the Bezalel Muscum, Jerusalem, with the proviso that 25-30 paintings should be |

hung in homcs for the aged conducted by the lrgun Olej Merkaz Europa, the
Israel branch of the Council of Jews from Germany. Paintings were also
returned to mdmdual claimants or their heirs who were able to preve previpus Y. ¢ -
ownership.

o

XI1V. Heirless Property In The United States
‘ (U.S. Public Law #626)

,

When World War Il began, title to asscts in the United States belonging to
encmy countrics and their nationals, was vested in the Alien Property Cus-
todian, pursuant to Exccutive Order #9095 of March 11, 1942. German owned \/
asscts, running to some $541,000,000 in value, were subsequently scized. The
Trading with the Encmym that after the war ended, ihosc propcr-
tics should be disposed of “as Congress shall direct.”

The JRSO as the American successor organization for heirless and unclaimed
property of Jewish victiis of Nazi persccution sought recognition of its rolc by
the Office of Alien Property. After many years of intensive cfforts with the \/
cxecutive and legislative branches President Eisenhower designated, on January
13,1955, the JRSO as the successor organization, under U.S. Public Law #626.

As the successor in interest, it was authorized to receive unclaimed properties o
deceased persons that werce seized in 1942, under the terms of an Executive
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Ocder issued under the Trading with the Enemy Act, having a ceiling of
$3,000,000.

Under the Exccutive Order, the JRSO filed claims at the Office of Alien
Property (OAP), although in many instances it lacked specific information in
support of those claims. The JRSO probed for information in the records of the
OAP. In cvery instance, the JRSO had to establish whether an individual claim
was filed and, if not, to submit cvidence that the former owner had been a Nazi
victim. The task was tremendous in scope, stretching over a span of ten years,
and was beset with many difficulties. After thousands of claims were filed at the
OAP, it became clear to all that a bulk settlement and not an adjudication on a
casc-by-case basis was in the mutual interest of all partics. The U.S. Govern-
ment would otherwise be confronted with enormous administrative costs in
proportion to the sizc of the claims.

Inn 1960, Scnator Keating, together with Senators Javits and Kefauver, in-
troduced in the 86th Congress an Amendment to Section 32(h} of the Trading
with the Enemy Act that called for a bulk scttlement in the amount of $500,000
of all the claims submitted by the JRSO. Payments were to stem from the fund
set aside for unclaimed properties of deccased persons. The House of Repre-
sentatives passed the bill, whilg' the Seniate Judiciary Committee reported it
favorably to the Senate. Unhapp:ly, the Schate adjourncd beforc the measurc
could rcach the floor. In the next Congress, Scnator Keating offered an identical

bill, co-sponsored this time by Senators Hart of Michigan and Scott of Penn-{

sylvania. The bill, Public Law 87-846, passcd both houses and was cnacted on

Qggy;% ' :
n February 26, 1963, President Kennedy issued Excoutive Order 11,086 that

amended the Exccutive Order President Eisenhower had - issued in 1955. It
invited the filing of applications for the designation of successor in.interest, and
also delegated to the Forcign Claims Scttlement Commission all the powers
conferred upon the President by Section 32(h) of the Trading with the Enemy
Act as amended by Public Law 87-846. The JRSO was then designated as the
sule successor organization, and on Junc 18, 1963, it requested the Forcign
Claims Scttlement Commission in Washington, D.C. for the full payment of
$500,000. The JRSO certified that the entire sum would be used in the United
States for the rchabilitation and resettlement of persons in nced who had
suffcred the loss of liberty at Nazi hands. No portion of the funds were to be
used for the payment of legal fees, salarics, or other administrative expenses
connccted with the filing of claims or the recovery of property under Section 32
of the Trading with the Enemy Act. The JRSO agreed to submit a full report on
the use of the funds to the President of the Foreign Claims Settlement
Commission.

On Junc 28, 1963, the Forcign Claims Settlement Commission awarded the
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$500,000 to the JRSO. To put the funds to the most cfective use, the JRSO
granted the first priorities to organizations that aided the handicapped and the
aged and the economic rehabilitation of the young.

The funds were allocated as follows:

Agudath Isracl World Organization, New York - $50,000

To aid in establishing a housing project in New York City for aged Nazi
victims. The- Agudath- Israel shouldered responsnbthty for completing the
project and maintaining it.

‘Catholic Relicf Service - National Catholic
Welfare Conference, New York $50,000
To provide hmd!cappcd Nazi victims in need with one-time rehabilitation’
grants ranging in sizc up to $1,500 per family

Nehemiah Robinson I{{Icmorial Scholarship Find $100,000

To establish a scholarship fund in memory of Dr. Nchemiah Robinson,
administered by the United Help, Inc. in New York. Nazi victims who had
completed their sccondary education were cligible to apply for scholarships
providing vocational- and professional training. The JRSO did not séck to
administer the program separately, since .the United Hc]p has conductcd a
scholarship program of its own for a number ofycars

United Hias Service, New York ' - $100,000

To resettle problen familics in communitics outside of New York City, with
the aid of onc-time integration grants, in cooperation with the local Jewish
rescetlement  agencics. These agencies had to shoulder responsibility for
providing beneficiaries with continuing care. Individual grants ranged in size up
to $1,500 per family.

United Help, Inc., New York ! $200,000

To aid in establishing a housing project for Nazi victims in the vicinity of
New York City (Flushing). The United Help was required to provide the
funds needed to complete the project and to maintain it.

, XV. Allocations

From its carly beginnings, the JRSO channclled the funds that arose form the
restitution of hcirless property to the aid of Nazi victims in need. Bencficiaries
were many, but the funds were limited. Allocations were granted virtually from
the start because JRSO administrative costs were Jow in the first seven years of
its existence. Office space at JRSO headquarters in Nuvemberg, and at its cleven
regional offices were provided by the U.S. Army. Salaries for the large staff,
which numbered 330 persons at the peak, were met out of occupation costs

"\‘:» £

advanced by the U.S. Military Government. Subsequently, the advance of
occupation costs was caticelled by the U.S. High Commissioner. :
The question arose whether the JRSO should conduct a program of relicf,
rchabilitation and rcconstruction with an apparatus of its own or should
channel welfare funds via organizations with experience in conducting aid
programs for Nazi victims in nced. From the outsct, all hands agrecd that the
two major constitucnt bodies of the JRSO—thc Jewish Agency for Isracl and the
JDC—should conduct the relicf activities of the JRSO as its operating agents.

Jewish Agency for Isracl (JAFI)

Up to December 31, 1972, JRSO grants to thcjcwnsh Agency amounted to
DM 114,044,273, in all. The Jewish Agency used the first DM 13,000,000 in
JRSO funds for the purchase of pre-fabricated homes for new immigrants in the
Ma’abaroth, the transit camps. Additional funds went for the purchase of
agricultural machinery, construction equipment, tools, irrigation pipes and
other materials for the usc of new settlements inhabited by Nazi victims. In the
past fiftcen years, JRSO funds aided the Jewish Agency in mecting its respon- -
sibilitics in the ficlds of immigration and absorption, agricultural settlements
and youth aliyah. In immigration and absorption, aid to new immigrants
consisted prcdommantly in provld'm'g housmg, bealth services, and education in”
Ulpanim and in institutions of higher learning. In the ficld of agricultural
settlements, JRSO funds were channelled to existing scttlements as well as to
ncw oncs, and also helped to provide water for farm usc. The funds also aided in
the maintenance and carc of children and teenagers in Youth Aliyah
institutions. e

American Jewish Joint D:smlmnou Com:mm'e (JDC)-

In the 25-year span between. 1947-1972, payments to thejDC came to DM
56,171,060, in all. In the first ycar, the funds helped to mect general relicf nceds
of displaced persons at Camp Foehrenwald, the last of the DP camps in
Germany to close its gates. The JDC bore responsibility for the maintenance
costs, which were large, but the JRSO contribution helped to meet them in part.
After Camp Fochrenwald closed, the JRSO allocations aided mainly in the
operation of Malben, a JDC network in Isracl for the aid of aged and han-
dicapped immigrants. They werc Nazi victims, in the greatest part. JRSO funds
helped to provide needy persons with institutional carc in hospitals and homes
for the aged, and aided programs for handicapped children, sheltered workhops,
and those aimed at completing the integration of immigrants into the State of
Isracl.

Council of Jews from Germany

From the very start, the Council of Jews from Germany, a co-founder of the
JRSO, requested a sharc of the recoveries from heirless properties for the aid of
German-Jewish emigrees in need who were scattered the world over. Those
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emigrecs, the Council contended, had a legitimate claim to a share of the funds
which had accrued from propertics that had once belonged to German Jews,

almost in their entirety. In 1953, the JRSO granted an allocation of $200,000 to

“Help and Reconstruction”, an affiliate of the Council, that aided German-
Jewish refugees in the United States. The funds were used for the construction
and maintenance of a home for the aged in New York City for Jewish Nazi
victims in need.

On November 3, 1954 an agrcement was reached it Paris between the
Council and the jRSO It provided that 11% of all future suins available for
distribution by the JRSO should be chamnelled to thc Council of Jews from
Germany.

JRSO allocations to the Council from November 3, 1954 to December 31,
1972 rcached 1DM 14,910,219, and the distribution took the following pattern:

United Help, Inc. .......... .. e DM 7,131,350
Leo Bacck Institubes ..o vvveeninoie e, s 5,318.};0
Irgun Olgj Merkaz Europa .. ... ... oL, 2,018,739
Our Parents Home, Johamnesburg . .~ .. .. P 110,000
Amecrican Federation of Jews from Gentral Europe ..., ... 132,000

The Council designated United Help, Inc. as its operating agent for the funds
from the JRSO available to it for distribution in the United States. United
Help, Inc. is the coordinator of the activitics of Help aud .Reconstruction, Inc.,
The Bluc Card, Inc., and Selfhclp of Exmgrccs,from Gentral Europe, Inc., threc
agencies created in the United States by Jewish Nzi victims from Germany to
cope with the social needs of refugees who stemmed from Central Europe.

Allocations to the Leo Bacck lnstitutes in New York, London and Jerusalenm
enabled the Council to promote cultural projects and programs which it is
hoped will prescrve for the coming generations the spiritual heritage of German

- speaking Jewry.

The Irgun Ol¢j Merkaz Europa, Tcl-Aviv, attends to the interests of Jewish
Nazi victims in nced who are dwelling in Isracl. The JRSO allocations went

mainly for cash relicf, to complement social welfare aid provided by the State of
Israel.

Smaller Organizations in Israel

In 1951, the Congregation K'hall Adath Jeshurun, New York, requested the
JRSO to return nine restituted properties in Frankfurt/Main (Germany)
which had formerly belonged to the Franfurter Israclitische Rcligionsgescll-
schaft,an Orthodox body. Agreement was reached in May 1954, following three
years of negotiations. By its terms, the Jewish Agency and the JDC agrecd to
yield a part of their shares in the JRSO recoverics, to permit the grant of DM
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200,000 towards the construction costs of a- convalescent home in Israel for
Torah students who attended religious schools affiliated with the Vaad Haye-
shivoth in that country. The home would bear the name of the Frankfurter
Israelitische Religionsgesellschaft. The arrangement met the wishes of the
representatives of the former Religionsgesellschaft, that a part of the proceeds of
its former propertxcs in Frankfurt should memorialize in Israel the name and
spirit of its community, and they waived all further claims on the JRSO. The -
agrecment paved the way for a shift in policy in the distribution of JRSO funds.
It was decided that a certain percentage of the funds accumulated for distribu-
tion would be made available for specific projects submitted by claimant
agencies other than the JDC, the Jewish Agency and the Council of Jews from
Germany. Proposals for the use in Israel of funds in aid of schools, synagogues
and for other religious purposes were submitted by the Vaad Hayeshivot and
the Chief Rabbi of Israel. Grants were also requested for a special Building Loan
Fund in Israel to assist in thc improvement and expansion of Yeshiva premises,
and for the building of a ‘convalescent home to service the teaching staff and ’
seminary students of the Beth Jacob School system in Israel. The Ministry of
Religion in Israel proposed a special fund for the construction and repair of
synagogues in Israel, focusing especially on those serving Nazi victims primarily. -
Allocations were granted in the following sums initially: Building Loan. Fund,
DM 231,080, Beth Jacob- School system, DM 150,000, and towards the special
fund for synagogue construction in Israel, DM 219,000. ,

On June 27, 1956, the]RSO Executive Committee formulated a definitive
key for the-distribution of its funds among the Jewish Agency, the JDC the
Council of Jews from Germany and for religious projects in Israel, in the
following percentages:

Jewish Agency for Israel ........ e e e 56.95% ‘
Amecrican Joint Distribution Committee .. .......oooviiLL, 28.05%
Council of Jews from Germany ... ..o 11.00%

Religious Projects infsracl ... ... E 4.00%

Over the years, JRSO allocations for Israel fell into four main categories:
yeshivoth, rcligious teachers’ seminarics, synagogues and rclig_jg)qs research
projects.

Allocations to Isracl were granted in aid of the organizations and programs
listed in the table below:
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1. Yeshivoth lz 1
; ) m i
‘- ilding Loan FUnd . .. .. ooeee e IL 500,000 . 5]
: f;:;dmf 1:‘33: F‘:indM'.%'l Hato h) """" 115,000 . The foregoing chapters should amply demonstrate that the JRSO has sat- EREE
U atoran) Lo v e e e f . . . N . . . . - i
Vﬂﬂ;;:ﬁy:smmg (Mifa o isficd the aspirations of its sponsors. It has met the restitution objectives against ‘ lé !
Convalescent Home. Natanya ................ e 100,714 formidable difficulties and has used 82.5% of its receipts for the social work. ‘g
Funds to provide Gemaroth ...................onn. 140,000 carriced on by its sponsoring agents, the Jewish Agency for Isracl, the American iR
Loan Fund for Educational Furnishings .............. 100,000 ‘ Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and the Council of Jews from Germany. {{ el ‘ 2
2 T‘;"""" “Seminarics and The JRSO has discovered and claimed heirless Jewish property wherever it ‘f a
igi i . . . . . TR . . >
g;'}‘f';:f‘s :0"'1':3:;';:-0;,,,;,“ 95000 could dig it out, to quote only restitution claims against individuals, restitution Lo
: inchas Teachers'Seminary .............. ... .. S 24
Central Beth Jacob Teachers S::ﬁn“y .............. , 405,000 7+ claims against the German States, monctary claims against the former Reich, - k*’ :3
. Central Committee for Rest Centers for Religious Youth, _ ~ claims for securities and bank accounts and claims for Jewish communal Rou
T SdeChemed L. 170,000 ~ property. Moreover, plundered Jewish books, paintings and ritual objects have 1
Meon Yeladim ... e 3% been salvaged, and care and maintenance of Jewish cemeteries has been assured.
oot el Commaniymeoslem 1L om0 » The followingis  summaty of JRSOsschievements
3. Spcc‘x’a.I Synagogue Fum’i ........................... 425,157 : Bulk settlements with the German States " DM 48377290 .
4. Religious Research Projects hi 50.000 : ¥ Individual settlements with restitutors of confiscated properties 41,825,000 '
Ernest Mar}on Cu]t:;_a : Centre 3?(! P];-rcl n.,:;s ' Books ) .fc;r ! Monetary claims against the former Reich 59,834,012
‘“"‘“F ute - for  Publication o gl 10.000 Reeichsvercinigung scttlement . 3,559,500
Neweomers . ....oooenneennnerinieeeneees 36'000 ] ‘Ministerial account settlement . 9,153,000
Lithuanian Jewry A‘C}A“v“ Tt ’ 45.000 . HTO settlément (assows owned by Polish citizens) - 1,691,840 °
Megilat Polen ™ . ... 0. .ot T - 20‘000 . Individual settlemehts regafding confiscated securities 1,940,500
Moreshet Sofrim  ....... e P RRRRE N 55,0'13()4( . ) Jewish Communal Property settlements ‘ 54202144
xosath;'r av :?0 t """"""""""""""" ) 0’000 Settlements regarding claims for losses from currency reform 1,737,346
tzah, 1 71 ! —_
N:va Hay:;cd r ................................ . 50000 Total , DM 222320632
Otzar Haposkim ............. ... e . 75000 L ' " .
Supreme Religious Centre “Hechal Shlomo™ .......... ‘ 30,000 » Out of this total the JRSO granted DM 189,330,349 or 82.5% to its spon-
Institute for the Talmudic Encyclopedia .............. 100,000 soring agents and for synagogues and religious research projects in Israel.
g ag ynagog 8 proj
Torah Shelemah Research Institute, Jerusalem ......... _ 80,000

Another DM 13,200,000 went as equity payments to late claimants. Adminis-
Offset  Printing School and Plant in Kfar Chabad

Lubavitch 65,000 ' tration*of recovered property and payments in consideration of restituted
Ya]’ufru‘:l ;Yg:;rir 50,000 - property required an outlay of DM 4,125,000 and payments covering the
. IL 2900871 administration expenses of the German offices and of the JRSO headquarters in

New York came to approximately DM 14,000,000 (6.4% of the total receipts)
. over the 25 year period from 1947 to 1972,
N The JRSO is grateful to the U.S. Government which enacted the laws that
, . recognized the JRSO and to the U.S. Military Governor Gen. Lucius D. Clay
, : ' and US. High Commissioner John J. McCloy whose undcrstandmg and
support were vital to JRSO's operations in Germany.
Deep appreciation is due to the officers and the staff of the Jewish Trust
Corporation and its French Branch. The results detailed in this report could not
have been achieved without the close cooperation of the managements of the
three sister organizations. Special thanks go to those who directed the JRSO
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policies, especially in its carly stages - Monroe Goldwater, Joseph J. Schwartz,
Moses A. Leavitt, Moses Beckelmann, Charles Jordan and Jerome . Jacobson of
the American Joint Distribution Committee, and Maurice M. Boukstein, ‘
George Landauer, Max Kreutzberger and Eran Laor of the Jewish Agency for
Isracl, to Benjamin B. Ferencz and Ernst Katzenstein, Directors General, and to 4 -

Eli Rock and Saul Kagan, the Corporation secretaries. Sincere expression of ' ‘ a
appreciation also goes to George Weis, Director, Plansand Operations Board, to
Hans Tuch, Regional Office Director in Berlin, to Ernest H. Weismann,
Comptroller of the JRSO in New York and to all colleagues of the JRSO

without whose devotion to duty, loyalty and professional skill and perspicacity
i JRSO’sachievements would not have been possible.

: + The officers and dircctors of the JRSO representing major Jewish organiza-
tions can take justified pride in their collective achtcvemcnt
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General J. H. Hilldring -
nssistant uecretary of 4tate R
Departient of State - ST S N A
Jashinston 25, D. C..’ -;_’f,» e Lo B |

Dear aeneral Hilldring-~?

In the llgnt of inforﬂal conversations with meﬂbers of Jour staff
. and of more precise information regarding the contents of the"' Bt
Offenbach -.rchival Depot, W& wish to modify the proposals, conmaineut‘ L
»iin thé létter to you_of” the Commission on European Jewish Culturdl .
Roconstructlon ‘datéd Juné 5, 1946, relative to the-custody and/ - R

ialturul objects. in the American Zone of Occupation in Germanﬂ
land.austrial, e e o i _

':;in turn Tuara.ntccs.tnut 1t will .posscss the moral EY-3 well as’

~.about to proposc that it" Hgll havc. Q;

C 2. ,Jhon thc Corporation shull huVC bucn orgunizcd and its initiul_Mf

"iq-thc Ameorican Zong. of Occupution of whatsocver neture anl

August 26, 1946

A S m A T e S L -
- 3aar

1)

NOTISTATA LATHOSONVH FHL 40 SNOILOATION THL WouA @ondonaas | -

ltimate dispostion of-‘the "books and -othér Jéwish religious and/ -

1 '

«ae are ;orruno ‘a msmbershlp corporation under the laws of tae
ute of New-York, of which we intend to ‘invitc representutlvdﬁ/
the - followln“iorvunizatlons “to serve as initial memberss,

‘Tho american. Jewish™ Confcronce,fThe ‘American~Jowish Jointf/

-.Ddatrlbutlon Comrmittce, The american Jewish Comnittoe The

- .3ynagozuce. Council of-dncrlca The Dudcra*ion of-Jews from
Central_ sureope, The . world Jowmsh Congress and the Hebrew
UanGrSltJ’ From 1ts very. iﬂcoption “tirerofore, - this corpora-

-~ tion,. ‘heroinafter rcforred to as “thc Corporation " will be
genuinely and broadly representative of Jewish refugees from
Central Burope, the amcilecn Jowish community, and the entire
Jewish gcoplc and henee, of all-Jewish cultural interests. -
dowever, provision, snoull and will be wzde in its certificate
of incorporation and 0J~l ws for the ¢nlargerient of its meﬁbbr-.

- ship from, tific’ to'tine in” orlcr to insure tnat spceiul "and .

Cparticulur intorcsts,xsuca for exanple ‘as' those ‘of the Jewsvﬁi

. 'who, rcaaln in Central. Buropc,! will be- rcpresentcd therein. -

fTboﬂrcprcscntutivc charactoer uf taec” Corporation 8. monborship

‘the lcg&l authority and . tqc ‘Aurian”and natcrial rosourcces
“nccessary tooenable it to perform the functions which wc urc

SSTIONOD 40 AIVEGTT

"magbership shall huve beon’ ‘constituted substantially as abovo

. .86t forth, -the Commanding General of the United- Statcs Forces:
. for Gcrm“ny ‘and the Cormmaniding ‘General-of “tho” United Jtatcs i
Forces for austria 'or; other. appropriute agoncies of the 'United
Stutcs sHE1L t‘dnsftr to thc'Corporation’"as trustee fori'their .
*‘;fornor chisa oWners” and’ T the: Jewish’ pooplc all Hobraicd ... -
and, Judaica and all othcr ‘Jewish religious an'l cultural- objects

‘fiq.whoscsocver posscssion,.aﬁich arc inclulcl in any: oflthe
followin0 catevoricS* R o e

e R
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austri.n Jows, or

a.nghqse'wniéh WEIe formcrly owned,by.inﬂividu;
by Gerawn or
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or
striun Jowish communie

-tics, or by Germin or, austricn Jowisa phil nthropic or
cultural instituticns. -

b.'Tmczwnmmum dervan,

goeriian Reich opr the

to.vwhich the Uniteld
“by virtuc of Q“f exis
uhicn the Unitel otu
to which the Unitel
yirtac,»

but,which<qru'n41 c;w;guu

‘rbo ub-vc chtc +i0s

A Tige whlcl LTC MW

Gernun. anl austricn
wwno:l or maintaine-l
“simtl.or ins titutions,
wcquircl by such ins

rxivu or’ othcr ugcncle df“thc
Tuzi po rt; renovel (1) from countrics
~tatcs is not rcguired to roturn thom
ting intornatiovnzl arrangements to.
tCa ls o purty or (2) from countries

ototes is reguirel 'to roturn: them by -
LBucil urrang o“ents if clairicd by such countrics.

thum wzthin_; rocschable tine.

zhich. cunnut bo 1‘cnt*fiod a8 fallin" w1thin unj of

v

ovmel y or in the posaosui:n of

stutc -municipul und other publicly
libr“rics .archivos, - muscunscanl il

wqcncvcr <nl howcvor they woere
titutiana cxcept such us the Unitel

‘(Explanuf

ot rutur to
‘conflscutci,byrtlc Gormzns,
-At the s tin

ﬂchish pupuliticns huve beon .grestly liminishel,
Stétes shoul L enlzuvor to have thosc
‘ . bor those: coantrlcs znly such. 9ro~:u~
portion of tig ijCCtu tukon from them ws.are roquircl-in orler

‘L the cxces

" Governaent ‘be require

States is ruqquc by exis tiné internstionul arrangericnts
to which it is u p“rtv £t lisposo of uthurJiSO. ‘ :

It is the intcnt'uf this pronos“l'ta CX-~
cship thoce Jewish relizious: unt cultural
“bjcdts in ths scricon Zonc. of. Occup*ti,n JQiCh unicr cxist-
ing intcrnmtiun“I arrcngeoents, the Unitcl btates 1s reguirel
.the countri g in whica -they hal thelr aitus when
if such countrics shull clain themn.
NG ¥Ciy strongl; fccl, for tac rcusona ‘sct’
forth in our lcttcr c¢f June 5,. 1944, and ve.again urge .upon
jou, that in the cuasc of countrico, such. w8, Folandd,, JhOoC
~the Unitca
e “nvcacafs o Mfict so.

STy Notc'
clu:w Iruwy Thoe trust

ta.t.there ncoel bo. rcturne.l

tv ncet the reliyg 1ouu angd
Jewish: DuPUlmtiuﬁb.

seultural.ncuzla of their: surviving =
If,,n‘ whacn _such Mrraﬁvcncnts can be’ .¢40
-2f such. ObJCCto shoul.t be frhngfcrrc
tiun”.us(trustcc- ,hurcavcr if.the 0ffice of Militurv Govorn=-.
raont is net reguircd to ro turﬁ Jowish religlous an? cultural
vbjcets to countrica fromwhich tho Gorm“ns ‘renove 1 then, by .«

S rouson of internatiovnzl Lrrung caenta to which the Unitel Sta tesf'
.vls ¢ party but only by rcuscn cf llrcctives or other unilaterul.
Toactiin Bf thc Govcrnrcnt of the Unitel States, “such - ’ircctlvos

or other.-action shoul‘*fortmwith be.cencolle ¥ or oot locst, i
ms’ifio.rso th.t in no' instance will the Office. of uilitdry “

thun, are nccessary to mect the- roli-

I I

Ltortho Corpor“- K
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. ctoirestore. toiuny countryian ‘grester pre-ﬁﬁ
“.portion. of Jewish rolirioua anl eultural ubjocts whlca wera:.
“.tuken from that Cuuntrj,

‘ ic"v
'3>uA‘ culturul ncc’s.of 1ts surviving Jewish popul¢tiﬂn.):3“u
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Ai.fﬁ&? kb Curpurutiun's dssion;into the nmcric“n Zoneof

e From tine £ tinc rcobrt thu “rocults of its 4CtiVitiC$ in .

"fan‘;uustrih saull on tAuir

. 3:.." o o

hen. tho Carporutian sh»ll hmvo been- cenutituc’ trustcc a8 gf\rc~u

sei T, 1t shall sen! « technicul mission of linmite? sizc into
he aucric»n done of Occup“tiun waich sa 11 »

s

i@. ‘Exumine an't Cluuuify Jewish rell iuUd anl culturul ijocts

,which 4are now in or may ﬁoruuftcr corte inte the posscassion
of the Unite! States. Forcos for ucrd“ny anl nustri,-;cch.
ino tu tac f.‘olluwlnQ schency : e

-

(l) GLJuCtJ wa*ca JOPV forﬂcrlj uwnc‘ b; in‘ivi ual Gcr1un
Tor austricn Jows, “ by dJerzidn or suag triun Jewish ca“wun1~{
" tics or by Ger: un ur uuotrivn dcwi“n philanthropic or
' I;culturul institutlonu. .

(2) Ob;cctu waich Jcre reaeve ! frum countrics to which thao
- Unitel Ztutos is nit rcquire ! by, Odetin 1nturnﬁtivn“l..
*f}urrunbcmonts o return taau. ,g,Am T DR P

4f{3) Obj cety. whica were remove ! frum'csuntrics,ﬁoiwhichvthé

Unite b stutes 1s reguire! by sxisting internuticnul urrangc-

', 'ncnts t3 return then.

(4) Obgccts Wiicd .¢innot be 1lcnt;f1c or inclule! within
¢n1 f t1c flrgt tAr»c cutc~gr1 S. . o

b. Enlc“vor to fin. ant to _ssist thc Ufficv.of Military
.Govermaent in finling Jowlsh relidous wn ! cultural objocts
Lo thu abwve s rt“~"gich,nuvc not Jvt 'CUTAC inte, or ve
‘been improporly tuken from, tau poss ossion of. t“ Unitcl
'Stutes FJrccs for Jerouny snl sustric. o 7

ca nSCbrtgin whmt dgbrulce -nt Iu‘_ic, an’ wh,t othcr anisa
‘religious or culturul uvbjects wre cunc ! by or in tho
po"*cusion of Germwn en? <ustricn state, municip.l un? cthoes
ipublicly cwnc! or. muintalnc !, librar rics, Arcaivés STIUSoUNS. -
~un oizil*r instituticns in. the saumericen Zoho Of Occup..tion,

BT ER e RIS & R

thepperfernunce of  the fgrcguln*“;unctidn to the ConJun‘ing

'>‘uencrb13 of 'the. Unite: -wtates Furces furwucruhn;. el Austriu,fW’“

T tu tacir rcspcctlvcdj

™G . CoﬁA“n;inﬂjuoneruls>uf

‘ Occup“tian, cive its.menbors. friée. «cceas Lo ,“ll pl,ccs.in

*wqich Jowisn reli sious or‘cultural wbjccts- dre: kept. or- )
Sstorerany, o in, bcncr«l frc0134 of rwovesient. throuohout the .
naoric@n Zone of Occuputign sant proviiie: thcx with: housing

focl, wn? Such clericul wn'l other wssistance antsuch. tr_nSQ"

s portation’ anliother facilities ds ure ro“srhably ncccss_ry
t3 on“blc'thtu to ovrforh-thcir functions.<‘

Y
B S B
SR b
L e

ﬂ‘wacqcvvr an Agwcv‘r an WerG ucquifo by such inatitutiona.(n
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T

cultur.l objects incluic!
geries which are. from tilb
'r“tiun's ﬂ1“°1gn.

pussession Jowish religious anl

within uny of thce zbove cute-

tv tixic iscoverc! by tho Curpo=-

KPR At e RS ST P S s

@ Seize unl tike. 1ntJ thelir nuSJbSalonimll Hobr_icu, Ju aic¢‘
»anl othoer Jowish roli ivus wnl culturuil objects whichaere

. vwne' by or, 1n the, 3osscasi»n of,
nunicip_l. -other, publicly oWne
%,urcglvcs, Ausouns un

uuru“n,,n‘ sustriun st“td
Tor nainta ine1 librdrios
siﬁilar institutiansrwwki T

o trastgc “of tao Juwisa rcli*ioua uﬁ‘ cultur-w
sholl be trun sferra. b to: it, sn»ll nuave. the :
utlcn wn? functian- : .

;4;1A”hc C)rpbr,tiqn‘f

- o4l objects which s

f lludin" powcru,,

e ”ds Gurpar tlun na t_kc pusuessi»n af “anl remove to SRy
plece in or uut51le‘vf Germony,, . the Jowi n rgliaiuus«un

cultur.l objccta uaich arc tronsforre’ tu it us.trustec, ot

such tlme or tinmcs unl in suca 1ots ws the C;rpdlntiun sh.l.

Icun “ visqblc. . : ' ‘ '

,

Cobe Thc C,r Jr“tian saull isszc wf‘ such objucts in tac L
o fgllawina IL.nners: :
(1) - Obgccts which cun. be u.equutclj 58 entific "us auving

... . been uwme’
© formcr . owmers or to their logel successors if clalme!l by
- then upon proof of owncrsaip sutisfactory tu the Corpor.tl: g
“but uny such sbjccts wihlch “re cwnerless or uncl,iac. -or
E thﬂ tielains to whicheare not -satisfacte rily cstublisho !l shall
' ‘'isposgc ! cf us provi el 1n sub-phrugr,ph (4) af -this-

by inilvi usl vasﬁal,ll be restore 1. ta;thcir R

';purugr,phm'_,.h;,

w . {2) - Objects
. been:owno
- reesnstitute
: : ﬂclaimclﬁbyﬁit uv0n>proof
-« ~Cerporution,, iu opertion.
: eultur.l nedls
vexresforyyinl use such.objyv
glous i cnt cultural ;PuUrposcs,

,f t“c cor"uﬁi*’

RPN . B

JliCl cuan bo “.cuntcly 1 Ontificn as huving - .
by <« Jowish- comruni

sa.1l b&,rcgtare

.uhich hug survivc’ or bacn.
te sthe , corruunity, -1f -

af Judcrshlp s“tiafuct oXY .to ﬁho

to. tlbror,gpcctive roliglous wn !

can taits g cvp-citj togrctaln,

cta for - neir‘uppropri te rcli-
~ug lctermined by the Corpo-

‘53;»f¢7ﬁﬁa L i tution which skill: cxiats~~sa_ll s rostora?

u{'r“tiun. Objcets fullin’ within tnig ‘c;%og;ry'TﬁTCﬁ“:?E ,
. PowmerToss. o unclaime or the con’itions of wWhose restl- -
“tution wero not 8. tiefic sh.1l be lSpuuQ uf -8 PP»Vi o’ -

.1;in aub p“r“grgph (4) of tais phr_gr,pa..\

'Vrﬁ*"~”if(5) Objccts waich can’ be 4 cquutely i.cntific’ a8 hﬂvinJ'
- Tbeen ovmeld by a Jewish philQntheric .or cultur«l insti- -

. to--the insti*

. tutlon,. If -cluimel by it upan proof ;-8 tiSfaCturj ts tho
o erpor,tion Lofr uwnchQip ant of -t instituti snts cupucit;

.. to usc such objects for .the philonthropic or.cultur:l pur-

. . 7 .poses for waich they woere  iften e Ty LObjccts TELIIxE wilithin
;- thils citegory which zre owncrless or. uncl“iuez >r the cun-
ﬂAy15x1- Mticns. of whose restitution . are - not sutisfiel, shall be ... -
1»’ispcsc‘ uf -} pr‘vi c’ in sub p,r“gr“pn (4) of this

'
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CT sgprien OP wsustriun’” "Fowlsh? cwuﬁunltieu S institutiuns «n.

fﬁ;tﬁc Corpor.ticn s1ull olcct tJ

ot

ﬁpqru«ramh;

4y Obgects which cunnat bo a!oqu,tcly ilcntific - 23 ine
clule! in cutegorics (1), (2), 1 (3), objects which cun

. bs so i kntific 1 but whlch ure ownorloss or uncluine or |

Sthe cenlitions of. whosc réstitution ure ndt, sutisfie!l anl
_objects tuken fro Gorien anl sustriun state, uunlcip“l wn?
'uthox publiclj ofmcl or maintuine?l 1nbt1tut1uns shall be -
Sistribute t.lading ch1§3 relistous un? cultural 1nstitutions
throughout. the wor upo1 such.con!itions as the Corporstion
“sces 1t "to 1xposc .nl in such mwennér s will in’ the "julg-

‘f,vgcnt of thce Corpur.tisn best serve the relizivys an? cultur»/

«l nece s’ of the Jewish. people wn? Lb,@Cl llj of the¢ sur--
viving victlas of Muzi persgcuticn, anl satisfy the lcsire -
of the Jewish puuplc to puy trlbutb to thdsc vietims who
'?1’ not ¢ survmvc as, for exumple,. by cst“blishinf ‘o libroary .
1w ‘the debrow: Unlvcrsity in Pmlostine as. ACAuri¢l to
ttusc n“rt rs. for t&cir:f“ith.K~ L :

‘Tho“borpoerIon‘saall havc such further oowors ,s'qrc

‘“rgtl n's truot tho"dffiCC‘uf Illit_ry uovcrn“ent of tqo Un‘tc’>f
'gotmtcs wlll-' e

DRI

o Toke un rotain posscssion of "an t Mfc*udr‘ the chish

‘Yrcli*lous wnl culturul 2bjects trmnsferrc to the Ca STpo-
rgt* n w8 trustec untll, s provi? c.’ln paragruph 44 here-

of) thc Cora,-“t¢on 53_11 clcct to takc pe SuCSuian thcrcof.

th thﬁc;xnonsc uf geri: nv or Jf tzr“;cr}»n Lﬁcn or pack- ,n‘
truinaport tw poxnts~wwthin Ggr“un; wnlt nustriu'such ‘of the
Jewish rcliyg jisus wnl cultural. vbgccts ‘trinsforrc? to the
~Cerpor“tiun 43, trusteec «§. tho Coraor“tizn shall allot to

~to the Germun or austriun bor lur--such! wfithwac ochcts a8
IOV . from ubrlanj or‘ :

Austri_,~“sg ﬁ,y

S Rem! Lr such othor sorviccs to
- with sueh sther facilities ¢s;:
to exccuto 1ts‘trust.v; ce T

:hiVery respcctfully yvurs

i Rcconstructiun

;ﬁJCPOmQAMichgél.‘
: Ac‘tinz_r;-. Ch;imni

Tﬁe Commissivn on’ nurogeun Jewiah Cultur“l~
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. General J, H, Hilldring =~~~ .- ..
' Assistant Secretary of State ' D S
- -Department of State Coe ‘ - e L .
‘Khshinbton 25,.D, C ‘:ﬂ; - Co Ce R

5 s o e i ey

Dear General Hilldrlng..

,'Wé are informed that as ‘the Allied Armies advanced towards and into LT
" Germany from the West, the’ Germans moved to Theresienstadt and. Lo
" other places in Czechoslovakia, for safekecping, some of the rarost -
and morc valuable Jewish religious and cultural tréasuros which they.
- “hod secl zzd and confiscated, 'rcgardloss of thoir situs when: ﬁakon by
‘them, When the. Germans capitulatod, these objects, none or few of .
. which worc Czechoslovakian in origin, ‘were, and.we are informed that
-t they still are,. in Czcchoslovakia, Neither the Government nor the .
- Jows of that country havo any legal. or moral right to rctain these
objects, - On the contrary, thoy should be returned to tho Amorican
Zoaeo of Occubﬂtion so that the United States mny porform its obli-
gations under existing international agreements with respoct to tho |
: restitution of such of these objects as arc. comprehonded by those-
- . agrocments, ~nd may dispose of the remninder of such objccts as.,
K proposcd in our othor lottor to you of this da tc. .

. We, thorcforc. urgently roquost that the Goverdnont of the Uhited
. States forthwith cater into- 1egotiwtions with the Czochoslovakian ‘
'Govornmcnt to: that and ' . : .

o fv o 4'7 Very respcctfully Jours,

Thc Gommisszon on Europonn Jawish Oultural'
Rcconstruction _—

.« Jorome Michacl |
Acting Chairman -
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"File  dmmmesJCO/

Amm b 9
to. Memorendum of Agreement of 15 Febmary I5h9
Subjests “m Cultural Property" ,

1, Pursiant to the intent of the basis memnt of 15 February 19349
J Ingy, will aet as tyustee in reveiving sertain Jewish Cultural

o " for the 3awish poople and in &istrilmtng it to sueh pubdblie @
quaa publie: feligicus, cultural or edwetional imstitutions as it sees £it

% od in the interest of perpétuating Jewish art and cultwre; there are

palF]

24 izn mr

i *bb,e’"' yorks” mu he &eliv 6:'68. to the rightful owne:‘ by JGR. Inc, ,Jhe rightful_j
I ownors agree:b:g to pay. ooet of shipping an& imuram in” transit.
|

} 3. JGR, Ino. else agress to furnish to QEUI, Beriin, Gemanw. wpies

| of the letters of notiea iasued to the identified owners end to furnish
- vreporba to CNGUS at 9a~day intervels as to deliveries which have been nwdm

t6 te determined and agreed by a designated Yepresentative of JCR, Ins., and

‘tﬁ fawra& tp ‘mn. Zna, on simple memorandum raeaiptﬁ?ith the sole proviso thet)

1 fu Tha menﬁiﬁable mnmscripts indluded in this shijment, $o be

|

| to bo-designated by the U,8, Militery Governor will be transferred on custody
|

\;\ aetion to 3.9@1;3 the - ‘owners of the 1dentifiablo workse

et —

|

T : T'kra sfmedwhereby to~ the JOR, Ing.,.approximtely 366 manusoripte, os nste&}’f.,w
: g “gttae ha(_i 1nventory and tmetody raceipt m’ Zh .Tul.y 19#?. m.tcan Gonaul...“

“1;0 bs"utmae&m the Hiainténance of ‘the eultural_ neritagei

8608 here%o can be gainaa in Jmalw. and mdiately thereafter initiate

| [; l;. Manuseripts whaaa soures is unidentifiable inoluded in this shiment.
f
a remaentative to Yo designated bty the U,S. Military Governor will be transe

. determined and agreed upoh by a representative of JOR, Inée and a mpmsentatim v

j rigiitm ownsrs, and will doliver them to proparly identified elaﬂmanta as stated ’
] in p agraph twe ebove, or will deliver any of them to a rigatful owner (cosy’of
i  and insurance to be borne by the owner) on instructien frem the U.s. .
1 K
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. 1a ARCHIVES
\ Archival Material - New York
Archival aterial - Fissbeden

2  BOARD OF DIRECTORS .
Corrupondcnu = Baren 1950-52
Baron 1948-L9
Basck
Boukstein
. Doscow
Federbush
Gruenewald
General Correspondence
Heller .
Iswin
Michael
Rosenstesin
Starr 1948-49
Iist of Board Members and Agvisory Committee
" Memoranda and nmm 1950.51
, through 1949

3 BOOKS - DEPOT
Correspondence - Rooclman

Inventory :
Reparts 1951-52

1910
Surplus - Requests - Ordcra

L BOOKS - GENERAL
Book Plates
Iists of Iibraries
Requests Refused -~ Individual
Jewiesh Librariss and Congregations
Hon-Jewish Libraries
World Distribution
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Schoonhorgar
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1ist of Museua
. Markers

 Odell Carrespondence
Photos Offenbach Colloction in Nu Iork
Requests - Ettinger
Requests - Congregations
Requests - Torah Scrolls
World Distribution

6 CIADANTS - 1949-50 and Othora
Bnal Brith .
Breuer
Bullma
Eddinger
Ehrentreu
Goldschmidt (cdnl)
Balle. :
ufmann
Kolb .
Rothmann
Shapiro
Simonson
Vogelstein
Other Claimants - Books
f ‘ Ceremonial Ob:)eotl & Torah Scrolla
Individual Non-Jewish Paintings Recovered by JRSO

7 COLLECTIONS |

Baltie
Berlin
Breslau
Cohen, Hermamn v

. Prankfurt Jewish cummty (xirchheim)
Prankfurt Ceremonial Objects

- German Jewish Institutional

Wuensche - Dresden
Votes on Collections
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Exponss Account - Europs - Arendt
Ben~Horin
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. Pinanoial Statements - 1951.52
: - 1950

o ' ~ through 1949
Potly Cash Slipe v |

Social Sgourity

State Tax

Tax Exemptions

Withholding 'rq

9a IN-SHIPMENTS 10 NE¥ YORK ‘
- Books . :
Ceremonial Objgou
Torah Scrolls

10 INSURANCE

~ Correspondsnce

U8 « American Mutual

* Bermann Stahl
11 IEGAL DOCWMERTS

RY-Imu

- Certificate of Incmgﬁw

Rabbinic Court

State Department

-.12 LYBRARIES ARD MUSEUMS - U.8. JEWISH
American JYewish Congress
American Jewish Historical Sod.ety
'~ Baltimors Hebrew College
Btnai Brith HEillel Poundation
Brandeis University
Buffale Bureau of Jewish mum
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colhge o.f Jewish Btudiu 1os h\geloa
.Callege of Jewish Stvdi.es, Chisage
Congress for Jewish culturo
- Dropsls College
Habonim Congregation
~ Hebrew Convelsscent Homs
gbru Tomg cfgusgo :
brew Theolo c
- Bebrew Unden Oolhgaw ee/wmmwaj W
Bersliah
Jewiah Community Library
Jewish Edncation Committee
Jawish Institute of P.eligion
Jowish Museun
Joewish Sanitariumm & nhapital for Chronic Diseases
Jewish Settlement Houss ‘
Jewish Teachers Seminary
Jewish Thsological Seminary
Jewish Welfare Board
Mifta. Rabbl Chaim Berlin
Mirrer Yeshiva
Ner Israsl '
New York Board of Rabbis
Rabbi Schneersohn Iibrary
Rabbinieal College of Telshe
Rabbinical Council of America

Torah Usesorah ~ Affiliated Institutions
Training Bureau for Jewish Communal Sarvice
Wall Street Synagogus

Yeshiva of Flatbush

Yeshiva Ge'onel Volosin

Yeshiva Torah Vomw

Yeshiva University - {W
Yiddish Scientific Imtit-m

Zionist Archives

12a LYBRARIES AND MUSEUMS - U.S. RON-JENISH
“Boston Publie Iibrary
Brooklyn Museum
_ ‘Brooklyn Public Iibrary
City College _ ,
Columbia University
Barvard University
-Jowa University
John Hopkins University
Joint University Library

" Urdversity of Panmylvania
. University of Texas
“ 120209
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Jaterial in Gersany
Memoranda

. University Miorofila

1k nscm.umm
Forms (Mimeographed)
Form Correspondsnse
Gearneral Information
Information on Collections
Inter-Qffics Correspondence
Miscellansous Coryespondence
Iosts of Material in Basement, in Depot, in Files
Sechelarly Organisations
Testimonial Dinner

15 ORGANIZATIONS U. 8.

Alliance Isrselite - American Friends

Amerioan Fedsration of Jews from Central Europe
American Jewish Committes

Ameriocan Jewish Conference
_Care

Conference on Yewish Relations

Consulate Qensral of Israel ‘

g”bm University 4 Amsrioan Priends

Mzrm Congregations

Symgcgm Council of Ameriea
World Jewish Congress

. 156 CRGANIZATIONS U, 8. = JDC~JRS0
JDC - Cerrespondence
- Finansial Matters
Publicity Releasss
Jewlsh Agensy for Pncatino
mo Agresmants ‘
' Corrupondenco - Kagan
" . Correspondence - Rock
Meetings and Minutes
Memoranda

17 OUTSIDE U. 8.

AUSTRIA - czncnosx.m.m
Austris, Findings
Austria, Publications
Csechoslovakia
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18 mmm : ] .
A Lnglﬂuilh Aaucim:!.cn
- Board of Deputies _
Central British PFund ’ :
Commxdittes on Restoration - !Lnut.os L ‘
Rabinowlés 1951-52
1950
through 1949
Roth ‘
Cmmoil for Protection of German Jews
Jewish British Trust Fund
Jewish Caexittee for Relief Aproad
Jewish Trust Corporation -
Miscellansous

¥iener Library

19 FRANCE '
Alliange Iamlitc Universalls =
Archives de Muses 4'Art Populaire Juif
Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine
Conseil Representatif des Ju:lfs ds France
JDC = Jerome Jacobson

Levine, FPetersell

Miscellansous

- Judah Shapire

20 GERMANY ~ FINDINS
Amerisan Zone
Berlin
British Zone
Ezatern Zone
French Zons
Yorns

21a GERMAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES AND OFFICIALS
‘Bavaria - Archives, Munich,~iSasos
Berlin Jewish Community
Berlin Jewish Museum
German Officials o
..1asnder Decrees
Iibrarians & Museum Directors
Iists and Legal Matters
Elscellanesus German Jewlsh Communities

21b QERMANY JCR EXCLUSIVE OF LOWENTHAL
Addraml '
m:akfnrt "Bunker® Operations
In-Shipments Wiesbaden
Investigations Bernstein - Curreapondence _
0ffenbach Shipments - Books ‘
Ceremonial Objectt and Torah serolls
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nmmn. Weis
‘#iscellaneous

Schosnfaldt
Troll (Controller)
214 GERMANY - MILITARY GOVERNMERT
Agroements
Correspondence
Bational Conference of Christians and Jews
Receipte -~ Books (HIOOG)
Ceremonial Objects (HIGOG)

22 Gm LOXERTHAL
Correspondence - Oet. 1950-Jan. 1951

¥y = Septe. 1950
m. - AMI 1950
_April - Dec, 19L9
Expense Acceunt
Reparts
23  ISRAEL

Ceremondial Obdocta (Bariiss)
Councll for the Protection of Jews from Germany
Hebrew University - Magnus, Senator

Miscellaneous
Scholem 195052 -
through 1949
Shunami ‘
Y¥ormamn
Irgun Ole) Merkas : -
- Jewish Agency o
Iibrariss and Museums - Correspondence
Questionnaire

ilﬂ.niatry of Edusation
Ministry of Relig:;on

23a IATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES
Argentins
Bolivia
Brasil
Chils
Columbia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Curacao -
Ecuador
latin America - General
Mexioo
Peru

Uruguay | | ,
Vemesuela S _”0"
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e s e rer s s Apebivae Qtanford inivercity Libraries. . ..


http:Que8t.i.Onnai.re
http:ark:l.al
http:Cerumd.al
http:GERlIA.It

 "nht“GI5,{‘ ff 7ffff’ffr5i&?   
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Betharhm
Rhodssis
Sweden
South Afriea
Switserlandt

25  PERSONNRL -
Applicants
Procadures :
smr Rotsommendations

26  PUBLICITY AMD PERIODICAIS b
Catalogues -
Clippings
Periodicals
Press Releases & comspondam°

26a REPORTS
~ Tield Roporis 1950-51 (Numbered)
through 1949 (Numbered)

other aeparta, Articles, etc,
27 SHIPPm

Bush Terminal

Globe Shipping 1951=52

1949-50
iiseellanscus
U.8. Lines

28 STORAGE

Iiberty Moving & S’f-oraee ‘
nmm Packaging :
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30 '“nmxvmm cnmm 1951 cem:srcmmv o

3 Ju:uh Ageney U, 8.
Iate. - Refused.
‘Michael & Boscow
Miscellaneous
No Booh Pound

31 mxvmm. CIATMANTS 1551 - MISCELIAKEOUS
Forn lattars
Forms - General
1ists
Reports

32  INDIVIDUAL CIATMANTS 1951 - mmcm
Announcements .
Australia
England .
France
South Africa
UQ S - Ltdbau, tho

33 INDIVIDUAL CIADANTS 1951
(‘rhera is a toldar for each claimnt arranged axeEmmiiagcin nmriaally)
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Modiulcheckmu
Periodicals - Fissbaden -

mcm REQUESS

Various Iangu&gas

Bsbrew

Yiddish

Russian

Absalste
PBRIEKGAIS BHEBT CATALOGUE WITH ORDERS
mz 3005 ~ DISTRIBUTION

mznoom usm
Wiesbaden
Now York
mbmmmmm
Iists No. 1 ~ 2
1ists Mo, 3= 9

RARE BOOKS - REQUESTS
@bsolete
Iists 1 - 2
Lists 3 - 9
. LISTS OF BOOKS RECEIVED BY LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED STATES
' LISTS OF BOOKS RECEIVED OUTSIDE THE U.S,

LISTS SAMPLE RABBIRICS
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_JENTSH CULTWRAL REGORSTRUCTION |

COmapoM Generel mv-&a

. =
0msmndma Shto Dcpu'tnent.
Educational institntim in Burepe
Hebrew University 194S-L o |
Mi11tary Goverrment in Germany - Documents
Minutes and Questiomnaires |
Private Librery Collestions ,
Private Owners - Lists and cmpoﬁdmo 19L6
Reports - Offenbach, stee
Restitution cm:n
Surveys, Propesals and Flans of Action
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. Btuarmsr Collegtion
Ceremonial Ohjeots - Offenbach
~ Ceremonial Ohjwti - Pyankfurt

SPECIAL FTLES
lswenthal Files frem Wiosbaden
"~ Roclman Filss frem Beok Depot
0dall Files from Jewish lfuseum

OFFENBACK HICOG REPFORTS PRIGR TO JOR
BANK STATEMENTS
SET OF PHDTOS OF CRREMONIAL OBJECTS FOUMD IN OFFENBACH (INCOMPIRTE)

PAMPHIETS
Tontatha Iist at Jewish mucat.ional Institutions in Axis-Oocupied
Countries
mutin Iist of Jewish Cultural Treasures in Axis-Occupied Countries
Addenda and Corrigends to Tentative ldst of Jewish Cultural Treasures
in Axis-Ocoupied Countries
‘rentativo Iist of Jewish Periodicals in Axis-Decupied Countries
Tentative Idst of Jewleh Publishers of Judaica in Axis-Occupied Countries

CARD CATALOGUE OF RARE BOOXS (Key in Folder 1k - "List of Filing Material®
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World Distribution of Books

Rabbi & [Secular lit. [Judaicin |Yidd. lit. & |Rare books |Non-Jewish|Periodicals |Misc. Surplus Total. dist. |[Rest. Total

other relig. |in Heb. & [Germ. & - |periodicals |Jewish & |lit. chiefly Institution/

lit. in Heb. |Yidd. other Euro. [from USSR |non-Jewish |in Germ. Individual

Lang.

Isr. 17,157 41,274 51,725 2,936 34,849 7,167 5,605 182,246 8,977 191,423
uU.S. 37,529 15,577 16,287 4,166 2,806 7,311 68,592 525 5,318 158,111 8,951 167,062
Can. 736 - 638 233 136 121} 67 2,081 2,031
Belg. 824 824 824
Fran. 5,721 968 40 361 604 8193 8,193
Germ. 3,365 2,830 - 5,603 16 11,814 11,814
UK 9,079 7,778 272 172 1,064 18,425 657 19,082
Holl 1,813 1,813 "~ 1,813
Swe. 339 352 5 696 696
Swi. 5,766 37 1,177 190 283 7,823 7,843
So. Afri.. 3,230 422 2,273 200 118 89 7,269 7,269
Ausl. 916 380 804 100} . 19 3,307 3,307
Bol. 308 369 604 ~ 1,281 1,281
Braz. 1,287 20 1,156 2,463 2,463
Chil. 471 20 728 1,219 1,219
Cos. Rica 249 176 17 442 442
Ecu. 150 75 225 225
Mex. 387 20 268 75 114 804 804
Peru 250 279 - 529 529
Uru. 843 168 501 1,670 1,670
Ven. 152 47 55 456 456
Othr 2,000 2,000 44 2,044
Total 94,105 65,298 91,641 4,887 6,409 52,427 9,268 6,801 5,318 419,873 19,400 426,921
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World Distribution of Books

Rabbinics |Secular Judaica in [Yidd. lit. & |Rare books |Non-Jewish|Periodicals |Miscellaneous |Surplus Total Restitution |Total

& other |literature in|German & |periodicals |Jewish & |lit. chiefly distribution {institution

religious |Hebrew & |other Euro. {from USSR [non-Jewish |in German. &

literature in|Yiddish Languages individual

Hebrew
Israel 17,157 41,274 51,725 2,936 34,849 7,167 5,605 182,246 8,977 191,423
United 37,529 15,577 16,287 4,166 2,806 7,311 68,592 525 5,318 158,111 8,951 167,062
States ) '
Canada 736 638 233 136 121 67 2,081 2,031
Belgium 824 824 824
France 5,721 968 40 , 361 604 8193 8,193
Germany 3,365 2,830 5,603 16 11,814 11,814
United 9,079 7,778 272 172 1,064 18,425 657 19,082
Kingdom »
Holland 1,813 1,813 1,813
Sweden 339 352 ) 5 696 696
Switzerland 5,766 37 1,177 190 ‘ 283 7,823 7,843
So. Africa 3,230 422 2,273 ~ 200 118 89 7,269 7,269
Australia 916 380 804 100 19 Bl 3,307 3,307
[Bolivia 308] 369 604 1,281 1,281
Brazil 1,287 20 1,156 2,463 2,463
Chile 471 20 728 1,219 1,219
Costa Rica 249 176 17 442 442
Ecuador 150 75 225 225
Mexico 387 20 268 75 114 804 804
Peru 250, 279 529 529
Uruguay 843 168 501 1,670 1,670
Ven\ezuela 152 47 55 456 456
Other 2,000 2,000 44 2,044
Total 94,105 65,298 91,641 4,887 6,409 52,427 9,268 6,801 5,318 419,873 19,400 426,921

o



Jewish Cultural Reconstructlon
Dlstrlbutlon of Books in the U.S. from July 1 1949 to Jan. 31, 1952

Name of Institution No. of No. Net Rare Books
Items Returned :| Received Included
Received'

A. Priority Libraries ‘ _

American Jewish Hlstorlcal 358 | 358

Soc. N.Y. f

Baltimore Hebrew College, | 4,5 54° 2 4,552 132

Baltimore . :

Brandeis University, 11,288° 111,288 28

Waltham, MA ' '

College of Jewish Studles 7,521 7,521 117

Chicago _

Dropsie College, Philadelphia 6,700 1,151 115,549 255

Hebrew Teachers College, 7,275 | 7,275 98

Boston .

Hebrew Theologlcal College, | 5,946 99 | 5,847 99

Chicago

Hebrew Union College 9,820° 67 9,753 268

Cincinnati i

Jewish Community Library, 1,061 | 1,061

Los Angeles ’ :

Jewish Institute of Religion, 10,661 1,281 19,380 305

N.Y. S

Jewish Theological Seminary, | 13,320 45 13,275 326

N.Y. . ‘

Mesifta Rabbi Chaim Berlin, | 1,282 | 1,282

Brooklyn . |

Mesifta Torah Vodaath, 3,713/ 13,713

Brooklyn

Ner Israel, Baltimore 4,689 4,689 101

Rabbinical College of Telshe 156 156

Cleveland ,

Yeshiva University, N.Y. 10,564° 1,157 9,407 218

Yiddish Scientific Institute, 12,360° 679 11,681 64

N.Y.

! Includes periodicals and newspapers, individual issues, sheets, etc.

? Includes one photostat copy of Munich Talmud. Also received half a case with rabbinic fragments. '
> Includes more than 5,000 non-Jewish books.

* Includes 3 incunables.

* Includes collection of Verein die israelitischer Religionslebrer, Frankfurt/M
§ Also received some archival material from Nazi archives and the microfilms of the Worms Community

and Municipal Archives.

7 Received an additional allocation of 535 books through Torah Umesorah.

8 Received Sturmer Collection,

® Received many Yiddish newspapers which were unbound. The figure is therefore misleading as to actual

titles. Also received some archival material from the European Hies offices.




Jewish Cultural Reconstruction
Distribution of Books in the U.S. from July 1, 1949 to Jan. 31, 1952

Name of Institution No. of No. Net Rare Books
Items Returned | Received Included
Received *
B. Smaller Libraries '
B’nei Brith Hillel Foundation | 1,073 448 625 10
Beth Medrash Elyon, Spring | 350" 350
Valley, N.Y. .
Beth Medrash Govoha, 536, 1536 18
Lakewood, N.J. , ,
Herzliah, N.Y. 1,014 1,014 9
Jewish Edu. Comm., N.Y. 37 37
Jewish Teachers Seminary, 1,062 35 11,027
N.Y. ' :
Jewish Welfare Board, N.Y. 236 . 236 36
Mirrer Yeshiva, N.Y. 410 1410 10
Rabbi Schneersohn Library, 3,294 13,294 19
Brooklyn ‘ i
Yeshiva of Flatbush, 465 ' 465
Brooklyn :
Zionist Archives, N.Y. 2,587 2,587
C. One Time Allocations ,
Hebrew Convalescent Home, | 182 182
N.Y.
Hebrew Institute of Long 63" 63
Island
Jewish Sanitarium & Hospital | 100 100
for Chronic Diseases, :
Brooklyn :
Jewish Settlement Home, 47 | 47
N.Y. «
New York Board of Rabbis 22 122
Wall Street Synagogue, N.Y. | 52 |52
Yeshivoth (through Torah 12,013 112,013
Umesorah) ;
Scholarly Organizations 5,318 15,318
D. Non-Jewish Libraries :
Columbia University 2,183 112,183 211
College of the City of New 214 1214
York ;
Harvard University 2,166 246 1,920 51
' Plus 431 volumes through Torah Umesorah.
' Plus 129 volumes through Torah Umesorah.
10
A Fe



Jewish Cultural Reconstruction
Distribution of Books in the U.S. from July 1, 1949 to Jan. 31, 1952

Name of Institution No. of No. Net Rare Books
Items | Retumed | Received Included

, Received \
Iowa University 185 . 185 5
Johns Hopkins University 45 45
Joint Religious Section, 423 423
Nashville, TN :
Library of Congress , 5,708 5,708 163
New York Public Library 2,586 962 1,624 167
New York University 2,302 4 2,298 36
University of Pennsylvania 26 26
University of Texas 635 635
Yale University 1,509 1,509 69
TOTAL 158,111 6,176 151,935 2,806

!
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Box Co_@

7 danuary 1946

SUBJECT s Jewish Books

70 . ° 3 Lte Genersal Iumcius Clay,
" 0ffice of Miiitary Governament (wa)

+

Dear CGeneral Glay:

The @ble, copy of which is ﬂmemé hereto, rejects

sl for lze teamporary ud ﬂ.mmim of some of the

2 vighrew hooks and bocke dm obhor Lon wanges relating

re collccted at Frankfurt and adjacznt placses,

W&d Lhuu $hne smerican Joint Distribution Commitioe,
aﬁf CSQQQQL%lb ﬁhiluﬂﬁ,fﬁpa@ agency, operating

ik, be yorm;ﬁuaa %c borrow

g.‘,,uf‘u ﬂ')‘w.zee' ‘o um. .m w:s. veh 'M.-uylhcu! Peruvcns Centers.

feconsideration of the projosal is uwrgently reguszsied.

> i g pressing zeed for the provision of educaticnal
ual supnlias a.m facilitlen Tor Jewish "Z’ﬁ:ﬁ*ﬁena .z,:a
i30S Cent SeIrBe Bogard mfsr’%

> L v i’LII. «'3 ﬁ‘ﬁf} % Loda 23
. voluntaly ESme
T

S i Dl s

ALERCLGH NOW L

i;hw mrmm tm the
tary Theater aze atiompiing to
T progran of aducabions G llt“i‘wl m*“.s.v tExw which
inoludes the epbublaihment of mm:m rocms snd sehoola for
ok children *m} adults, The 1"‘"*=:r"it‘*‘ﬂ~3“%:~“‘ of tha ecentorn. "‘:ﬁa.i"“%“"if
grent Por guoh_netiv iw:.,“'"x,‘zg;f BTE SOoPush. rav-7enadng
S5 i‘fﬁ(]f’COV@X’g Aty a.rm ynne of J ﬁ?ﬁ “‘W“ﬁweﬂ
LT AoLT I Lo essenticl that ¥ §ovile :Z‘sz:mtiomw‘-
ring hovs s0cess :,*)E.fe cfa:r' am ‘imsale Habb ViR, Bofde

L

4

i s » . ) . % T 3 = v'
renos %o sueh i m. mtm?b ig 'sa; fally necessiiy fov g Habbdl in
Ligrey h;&ns*em 2 : il é,?@""%blv 34 8

Ak -‘Xv

g —*Mi-s
i

CIn order %o make cewr w..,u. that 63 ‘uu.b.wab},"’ ivern would
/ from tho collection throvgh vversight, I have POYUS Yo
m.fé and obtained the consent of tm@@ eminent eﬁmems 6 make

the selection of 25,000 volumes out of the a@vmm& million Ioe
..me@ at the aellézcta.on yomm.

-1 -

12 f«fz
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. A’j-:égaéouceé ATTHE &AT!ONAEARCE‘P?!'V"E‘SJ E ntry
Box _(olo | " eopfins

These men ere in tho Theater and have indeed gubstantislly
, complated the seleetion, They ares Professor Eoppel $.Piasen,
‘ Professer of Histery at Quesns College, New Yorky EBditer of
Jowish Hooinl Studies, Secrstary of Somnision faw Luropoan
Cultural Reconstruction, Vice-chairman of Aeaﬁemia deuneild
of Jewich aelatianaa Rabbi Alexander Rosemberg; Member 0f BEoe
cutive Comnittee of Union 6f Orthedoz Rabbie, founder ead exe
president of Rabbiniecal Council 0f smeriesn, autherity in the
Tield of Rebbinie Scholarship; Profesosor Somval Sar (whe has
recently left the Theater), Deam ¢f Yeshiva College, New Y@rk
Vice-president of Mizprachi,. These Uon &re oidnently— qu&l&fiﬁ
to-make & seleotion wh&camw@ula in no-way-prejidice the pres’

Eparvatian -6f -the historical, rare-apd wvalushle ohuragher of THe/
- eelleation ner interfere with itE r&%%@ratzamf%e - rdghtfal Ty

gimers8ey T

" 56 - This committes drew up £he faliﬂ%iﬂw rules aﬁﬁ PrC=
cedures o guide them in the work of selectioms :

© . @e That no book be berrowed that is in sny w ’ay Ukl
wsual,;  irreplaceable, very. valuable, or very diffionlt %o proe
BUTC e ) [
_[b._That bo book- Yo -withdrawm $hal has been @st@b»;
1gsned as_thé property. of any known inatitntion or-individusi .’

’ More important,however, for the protestion of posaihl
owmers of these books is the faet thet the propesed withdmawal =
iz by the way of a dovsn to-s financielly responsible srpanizas’

tigns
6o Attention is inmited %o the fact that the collections
under disoussion constituBe the loot assembled by the Wasig
@?% of Jewish libraries and communities in She vﬁxﬁauﬁ par%a
of Turepe.

7. It is suggested that to prevent the use ef %heﬁo
bocks, at o time when there are no praoctiecsble slternatives,
out of defercnee to possible clsime and out of regayrd to ade

mindietrative complications is o attach grester significsuce
4o the less vather then the more importent considerations.

8. Por the foregoing reousons I recommend that the proe
posed loan be antharimaa and directed. (

SIMON #, RIFEIVD -
&ﬁviser to the Theater Sommsnder
on Jewish affaivrs.
Incl. « Copy of eable, fr. OMG for Gor
(va), to USPEF, Hein wef &@«d@&%ﬂ
dtd 15 Dec 45
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Dear Juﬁga Ri&k&nﬁ:

Genaral Glay~has aakaérmefﬁe”aeknewleaQW"yaur 1@tﬁar
92;7 J,, \z”1946“eancern1ng Jawmsh»bsaks.

e T i e e

Gaveramsntal ins%ructioue, as wall as qma&riparti@a :
committments, necessitate careful cemsideratian concerning
the diepostion of property which - be subject to resti=
tution. Yeur sseurance of thie cons: aeraﬁian ‘hes promptod
Gerneral Clay to feel that within the conditioms stated in
your letter, the loen to the Amsricen Joint Distribution
Committee ahﬂulﬁ be effeeteﬁ.

Aeeerdingly, we.. areﬂinstructv‘

(—0ffice in Frankfurt teo. turn over on *~®*thﬁ”6emmittaa

(in accordance.with.your conditional p3 7&8&1&«@&@~%¥9ﬂ$y~~
five thousand volumes- whieh have bean aereenea.

- GUT - Prop@rty”@enﬁral;

,ginaerely,

B
- Brigadiey Gener ovelre
gchief of stafé

. amw@msmmnammm'«f
iﬁgiaor t¢ the Theater Connsndeyr on- Jewmah &ffaira

Heaﬂqnax%ers, ﬂ.s‘ ﬁereaaa Euxayaan mhsatax, 220 75T
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JEWISH LIFE IN LIBERATED GERMANY

rm or A Study ;Of the ]e?yzslz DP’s

'O wars ‘

firmly ‘ @?L&“C‘@EEXB;MQN S
e work

Menschheit erwache! Rette deine kinder, V
Das neue, im Dunkeln irreride Geschlecht!
(Leokadja Justmann, Gestapo prison, o
' Innsbruck, 1944) , ’

'ty and
€ same
s, he
nsively
Jewish’
1¢ else
- of its
eached
wledge
politi-
Jewry.

The term DP stands for Displaced Person. It recrred originally to
those millions of non-Germans who were found by the Allied armies when
they liberated German territory. The great majority of these people,
with the help of the military and UNRRA, were repatriated and- sent
back to their countries of origin—to France, Belgium, Holland, Norway,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and the USSSR. But about one million
non-Germans, officially \claséed DP’s, remziivned'.in Germany, Austria and
Italy, and are considered non-repatriable. These people may roughly be

le per-

divided into three categories: (1) Non-repatriable non-Jews from Poland,
xt]'beer; the Baltic States and the USSR, who are genuine DP’s, in the sense that
bles Z ‘they were uprooted from their homes and forcibly brought by the Ger-
re- » : '
Jz e of ¢ The‘.presem study is based primarily upon a record of the personal observations and
experiences of the author, who spent the period between October {945 and September -1946
under in Germany as Educational Director for Displaced: Jews in Germany and Austria for the
)gram. American Joint Distribution Committee. During this period the author lived in DP ‘camps,
o all traveled over 30,000 ‘miles, visited almost all the more important DP camps’ in al} of
Germany, exclusive of  the Russian Zone (the Russian authorities claim there are no
whose Displaced Persons in their zone and do not permit outside relief workers to operate in their
free area), met and talked with representatives of all groups and parties, and followed closely the
y literature relating to the problems of Displaced Jews in Germany. Documentation of the '
. and, kind usually expected for scholarly. articles is, in this case, not only impossible but :ma‘y
-~ and cven be dangerous and misleading. The reporting by American Jewish journalists from
herish : Germany has thus far been unreliable and untrustworthy on many of the aspects of this
Pl:()blem. Among the relief workers operating in Germany there were very few trained social
a that ientists who also had an adequate background in Jewish studies; and all members of
UNRRA teams and the J.D.C. were, particularly in the first year after liberation, too pressed ¢
‘and harassed by the clementary problems of food, clothing and shelter, to be able to-devote ’
- * B N . £
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JEWISH LIFE IN LIBERATED GERMANY 103

v

ments. But German Jews and Jews from the Eastern European countries
remain in Germany waiting for resettlement elsewhere.

Population and Distribution

Jewish Displaced Persons in Germany number now about 200,000.2
Only about 10,000 of these are natives of Germany. The great majority
of German Jews had either emigrated before 1939 or were exterminated
after that. Most of the Jews in Germany today, therefore, are Jews from
the East—from Poland, Hungary, Russia, the Baltic Countries, the Car-
patho-Russian region (formerly Czechoslovakia) , and small numbers from
Rumania and Greece. These Jews may in turn be divided into three
groups: (a) There are the original inmates of the concentration and
labor camps who were liberated by the Allied armies—those who managed

" to survive the hells of Treblinka, Maidanek, Buchenwald, Dachau, Maut-

hausen, Bergen-Belsen, Theresienstadt, Stutthof, the Silesian labor camps
and similar places. These are known as kotzetler or kotzetniks, a term
coined from kotiet (concentration camp). They were the only Jews left in’
Germany i ih 1945, except for isolated Jews who had évaded the Nazis or
a few “privileged Jews,” who had been spared because of marriage to
“Aryans.” A rough estimate of the number of Jewish DP’s at the time
of the German capitulation would be about 60,0002 They consisted
almost entirely of men and women between the ages of 18-45. There
were practically no children and no older persons.  Neither.of these
latter categories fitted into the slave labor program of the Nazis, and they
were sent to extermination in the death chambers and crematoria.
(b) The kotzetler began to be joined in the fall of 1945 by the Partisans.
These were the young men and women who had escaped from the ghet-
tos and death transports and who had joined the guerrilla bands cperating.
against the Nazis on the Eastern front and in: the Balkans.” They had

 Population figures for Dlsplaced Jews are to be. treated with a great deal of reserve and
caution. Up. to the end of 1946 there were no retiable agencies for accurate statistical
compilation. Registration figures at the DP centers were at times too high and at times too
low. Many Jews were registered at more than one camp; very few ever bothered checking
out when they left a camp. UNRRA directors took advantage of higher figures in order to
get a little more food rations and thus add to the scanty ration allotted to each individual. -
Population figures quoted here are given only as rough estimates and taken from sources
the author considered to be most reliable and best informed. '

*The figure usually given at the time was 100,000 and that is the origin of the demand
for 100,000 certificates to Palestine, That figure was regarded by most competent observers,
however, as too high.
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JEWISH LIFE. IN LIBERATED GERMANY 105

able to maintain contacts with cultufal_ institutions—with schools, syna-
gogues, libraries, etc. As a result they contain a larger percentage of
intellectuals than any of the other DP groups and are gradually assuming

“a leading role in the cultural life of the DP camps.

The overwhelmmg majority of ]ews in Germany live in what are
techmcally known as DP Assembly Centers or more commonly as DP
camps. The term DP camp is, in reality, only a juristic concept. For.
otherwise DP camps present a’ varied picture. Some, like Landsberg,
Feldafing, Féhrenwald; Belsen or Eschwege, are former German military

barracks and present all the familiar features of barrack life. Others, -

like Lampertheim and Zedshelm, are entirely of a different character,
here German homes were evacuated and Jewish DP’s moved into- them.
Outwardly the appearance of the camp is that of a typical small town

with certain of the streets of one- or two-story houses inhabited by Jews.

There are-no barracks, no gates, no large buildings. In Stuttgart the Jew-

‘ish DP camp is but a -group of apartment -buildings on Reinsburger

Strasse, while in Stuttgart-Degerloch it is a former sanitarium situated

beautifully on top of a‘hill. In some instances, hotels or summer resort -
places were taken over:and put ‘at the disposal of Jewish DP’s, as in the -
.beautiful DP center at Heidenheim, nestled in the hills, or in the Kar-

had not lost completely a sense of organized community life, who had been .

wendel Hotel in Mittenwald. Still in other cases hospitals were utilized : 4

for this purpose, as in- Gauting or in St. Otuhen the latter a former.
military hospital and part of a monastery where pnests and nuns still

occupy the greater part'of the buildings and where crosses still continue
to adorn the rooms of the Jewish DP's. -What makes all these varied

‘types of physical mstaﬂauons DP camps is the fact that they were set up as

separate communities under the’ jurisdiction of the military authorities

but administered by an UNRRA team. A DP camp, therefore, may be
‘defined as a commumty of stplaced Persons governed by an UNRRA"

team.*

“ ‘Thc Eollowmo is a hst of the more :mportant ]emsh camps (over 500 persons) in
Germany Backnang, Bamberg, Bayreuth, Belsen, Bensheim, Ditppel Center {Berlin}, Marien-
dorf Center (Berlin), Biberach a, Riss, Deggendorf, Eschwege, Feldafing, Féhrenwald, Fulda,
Furth Gauting, He1denhenm Hessxsche Lxchtcnau, Lampertheim, Landsberg. Leipheim, Neu

Freimann Siedlung (\f‘[unlch) Pocking, St Guilien, Stuttgart Ulm, W’asserburg, Zeilsheim,’

Zlecenham . . ‘

Although most ]ews hve in such DP camps a consxderable number; .
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division of Berlin into four sectors creates difficulties for ]ewish commu-
nity organization just as it does. for the German population.

In the earlier period aftér»iiberation _the greatest concentration of
Jews was-in the U.S. Zone, in Bavaria. The only large Jewish camp in ‘
the British Zone was at Belsen, where at one time there were 13,000 Jews.

" In the French Zone there were relatively few ]ews the only large Jewish

DP camp is at the former British prisoner- of -war camp, _]orderzbad in .
Biberach a. Riss, with about 1,000 Jews. A group of several hundred
Jewish DP’s also took over the former Jewish ‘buildi'ngs in Geilingen, a
little town on the Swiss border near Constance in which, before Hitler, the |
majority of the population had been Jews. "The Jews in the French Zone
are on the whole cut off from the rest of the Jews in Germany. They are
not as numerous as the Jews of Belsen, they are visited very infrequently
by Jewish relief workers, communication with the Jews in the U.S. Zone
is not easy, and hence they display much less initiative in institutional.
and cultural acuvxty and Orcramzatxon than do the Jews in the British and
U.S. Zones.

In the US. Zone the larcrest concentration of Jews at first was in
Bavaria. Here the large camps of Landsberg, Feldafing, Féhrenwald,
Pocking, each with about&,QOO-S,COO Jews, together with the community
of over 6,000 Jews in Munich, made Munich the focal point for Jewish

- DP’s and the birthplace of their central organization, ‘first known as the

Central Committee of Liberated Jews. of Bavaria and later transformed
into the Central Committee of Liberated Jews of Germany. It is presided
over by Dr. Zalman Grmberg, a plysmmn, formerly of Kaunas, and at
present also the chief physician at St. Otilien.® -In the northern part of
the U.S. Zone the only important camps were in Stuttgart, with about

- 1,000 Jews, Lamperthelm also’ wnh about 1,000, and Zeilsheim, with

about 4,000 Jews. The last mentioned, because of its proximity to Frank-
furt, the headquarters of the American Army, and, in the beginning, -
also the seat of [.D.C.. headquarters (at Hoechst), received a great deal
of attention, was the most visited camp and, in ‘many ways, was considered
~one of the model camps. :

With the coming of the ‘Partisans and especxally the infiltrees, the
population center began to shift northward from Munich. New large

% Dr, Gfinberg has since emigrated to Palestine and he has been succeeded as President
of the Central Committee by D. Treger. o
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their youth there is this constant preoccupation with their experiences

under the Nazis,—gruesome recapitulation of concentration camp inci- .

dents combined with vows of undying loyalty to these memories and
hopes for vengeance. It is especially depressing to see young boys and
girls of 8-12 years of age, whose rehabilitation to normal childhood should

- emphasize obliteration of these memories, participate in and be encour-

aged to share in such demonstrations of emotlonal reliving of the past.
With this preoccupation with their immediate past has come a height-
ened historical sense that is responsible for the almost passionate devotion
of the DP’s to the collecuon of hlstorlcal and material data on ghetto and
kotzet life and death. Every DP is a private document center and every
DP camp has an historical commission. So deep is this passion that often
Jews risked their lives in the ghetto or kotzet to accumulate records of
their oppression and extermination. There is of course the case of the
organized effort of the historian and martyr, Dr. Emmanuel Ringelblum,
in Warsaw, who amassed a notable collection of documents and other
materials, while living illegally outside the ghetto, and who buried these
materials in tin boxes underground, firmly convinced that the day of
victory over their oppressors would surely come and that these materials
could then be utilized.® But even more interesting is the case of a simple
Jew, Hirsh Kadish of Kaunas, who set up a Leica camera under his gar-
ments with only a small hole open for the lens, connected the shutter to
a long cord whxch he kept in his pocket, and went around the ghetto in

Kaunas photcm'aphmcr scenes of Jewish life, hope, despair and death

under the very eyes of the Nazi police and military. His collection of
6,000 pictures is of enormous historical value.” :
The interest of the Jewish DP in Germany revolves almost entirely

‘around himsclf.' The Jewish problem for him is identical with the DP

problem and the world problem with the Jewish problem.? It is but
natural that after such suffering in the past and living as yet without

“much hope for the future that the preoccupation of the DP. should be

®See the remarkable letter of Dr. Ringelblum and a colleague on “Die Yiddishe kultur
arbet in die getos fun Poiln” in Yivo Bleter, vol. xxiv (1944) 3-8, and an appreciation of
Ringelblum by Raphael Mahler, loc. cit., p. 307-17. )

"“Der Held mit der Kamera,” in Feldafinger Magazin (Dec. 7, 1945) 12. :

®When Jewish DP’s took over the farm formerly belonging to Julius Streicher, the
infamous Jew-baiter of Niirnberg, and converted it into a ‘hachshara, they found a sign
hangmg over the villa which read: Ohne Ldsung der Judenfrage gibt es keine Lisung der
Weltfrage. They allowed lhe sign to remain in place.
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questioning the process of Jewish liquidation. The indifference to reli-
gion is to be explained largely by the fact that the orthodox religious
elements, consisting of older people, were liquidated in greater numbers,
and those surviving were mainly the younger, more worldly and more

assimilated elements of the Jewish population. Even among those who

belonored to the religious groups, the life in a kotzet, or for that matter
even in a DP camp today, tended to demorahze religious observance and
religious piety. Thus, for example, in._one camp the members of. the
orthodox group one Saturday wanted to impress the author with their
desire to set up a synagogue and furnish it. He had to remind them, how-
ever, that it was Saturday, and that it would hardly be apprOpriate to

move the stove and other furniture into the synagogue as they announced

they were going to do.. Small groups of the kotzetler did form a militant
orthodox group-and they strove to introduce the typical symbols of ortho-
dox Jewish life—a synagogue, kosher meat, and a mikveh (ritual bath).
Many a battle was fought in the camps between this militant minority

~and other agencies in the camp as to whether scarce lumber, building

materials and labor should.be diverted from housing or other projects to
that of building a mikveh. And usually the determined and unbending
attitude of orthodoxy had its way. Thus, while there may be formal
observances and official symbols there is little true piety. In no Jewish
DP camp, for example, is it possible to experience the real feeling of the
traditional Sabbath, the kind of spirit that hovered over the small towns
of Galicia, Poland and Lithuania on the last day of the week. It is much
more akin to the spirit one finds on the upper West Sxde in New York
or on a crowded Jewish street in Brooklyn. ‘

‘The religious leadership in the DP camps during the first year was
almost entirely in the hands of Hungarian and Slovakian Jews. Almost

all the rabbis active in the camps were from Hungary and Slovakia. -

Hungary and Slovakia were the last Jewish areas to be ravaged by the
Nazis, and liquidation of Jews then did not begin until 1944. While most
of the Polish and Lithuanian rabbis, therefore, had long been extermi-
nated, a larger number in Hungary and Slbvakia survived. It is only with
the coming now of infiltrees from Russia and Poland that religious

. groups and leaders from these countries are also beginning to play an

active role. Among these are considerable numbers of Habad hasidim,
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lives to individual acts of sympathy and assistance rendered by German

individuals. For the overwhelming majority of Jewish DP’s, however,
national bitterness against the people who are responsible for the extermi-

nation of six million Jews remains the predominant mood. This bitterness-

very rarely has led to active conflict with Germans; it has to date remained
purely an intellectual and emotional attitude rather than an activating
philosophy. For most Jewish DP’s it means having as little to do with

- Germans as possible and carrying on whatever relations may be necessary
_in a purely formal and business- like manner.* On one point there.is

universal agreement—that Jews must not in any way contribute to the
rehabilitation of the German economy. “We have slaved for the Germans

enough,” they say, “and we will not contribute to the recovery of the‘

nation that is responsible for the mass slaughter of our people.” This
attitude is largely responsible for the failure of Jewish DP’s to seek gainful
employment in Germany. They will work for UNRRA, they will work
for the occupying powers, they will work for their own camp, but they

steadfastly refuse to seek any. integration into German industry or com-

merce. With this comés also a general aversion to doing menial chores,
even for themsélves in the camp. “We slaved for the Germans Iong
enough, let them slave for us now,” is a statement often heard in justifi-

cation of this attitude. Only in the kibbutzim, where a communal life is
- organized as preparatory training.for life in Palestine, is thére a different

attitude towards menial chores. Here it is considered part of the necessary
training to do silch things and it is attached to a definite motivation and
goal. ‘ |

Contact with Nazism has, however also left certain traces of totali-
tarian influence even upon these very victims of Nazism. Emphasis upon
discipline, a monolithic conception of group life, educational techniques

-3 A broader view on this subject is expounded by Ernst Landau in an article, “Wir Juden

" und die Umwelt in Jidische - Rundschau (August-Seplember 1946). He contrasts the

numerous instances of active aid given to Jews by Christians of countries other than
Germany with the paucity of such active sympathy from the Germans, whom he accuses of

“lack of will to convert into deed the- words, of their Jesus Christ: ‘Help the persecuted.” ™

The German people, he concludes, must be re-educated and: “To this education we (00
must contribute our share. That is our human’ obhgauon, born out of the lofty ethics of
Sacred Scriptures of Judaism.

“Men were never yet brought to the rlght path by cold rejectzon and hate 1f we want
to help in making the Euture world a peaceful ‘world, then we, in our modest dimensions,
must also help in educating the German in such a way that he gives ﬁrs( place not to thc
coﬂecuve concept of Germanism but to the mdlvxdual concepl of man/’
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pate in the reconstruction of a democratic Germany.'3 The overwhelming
majority of Jews in Germany, however, and that includes German as well
as East-European Jews, do not entertain the shvhtest intention or desire”
to remain in Germany. They go even farther and, speaking of the Yeziath
Europa, the exodus from Europe,.they conceive of .this epoch as the
liquidation of European Jewry as a whole. The deep influence of their
suffering and the actuél‘annihilation of the great compact centers of active
Jewish life have led most of them to a complete rejection of the diaspora
and to a clear and unmistakable Palmtinecemrism.“ They see antisemi-
tism still around them and they believe 1t to be all-pervasive throughout
the world.’® In cruder conceptions this is often given expression in 'a
prediction that in a tew years there will’ be gas chambers and extermina-

‘tion camps -in the United States.

Dr. Samuel Gringauz, perhaps the most mtelhgent and able of DP
leaders, has elucidated this problem in a more refined way in a brilliant
article on “The F uture of Jewish Culture." European Jewry, says Dr.
Gringauz can no longer.be considered the bearer of Jewish culture. “The
Sheerit Hapleta is not culturally creative.” The future belongs to Pales-
tine and America. The Jews, who have been part of European civilization

for close to 2,000 years, will cease to be that any longer. This will mean

the “decline of Jewish intellectualism.. The Jew will become more primi-
tive in his thought, more empirical, more concrete. The abstract Germanic
character-trait of Jewish thought will gradually disappear and the Jewish
spirit will approximate more closely the concrete empirical Anglo-Saxon
mode of thought.” With the destruction of East European Jewry, writes
Dr. Gringauz, also is lost the folk character of Jewish culture based on

.the village (shtetl) and on Hasidism. “Jewish culture, viewed histori-

¥ “The ideological aim to participate decisively in the democratic education of the German
people and thus to fight for Judaism and peace-loving humanity, may also be a reason for
remaining [in Germany], particularly since the anti-fascist position of the Jews is so obvious.”
(W. G.H. M,, “Die problematische Stellung der ]uden in Deutschland in Der Weg, organ
of the Berlin Jewnsh Community, March 1, 1946) . :

1 At a teachers’ conference in Feldaﬁng on August 11, 1946 the slogan for educational

-work adopted was: “Love for Eretz Israel; .contempt for the Galuth.” (Unzer weg, no. 46.)

% David Rosenthal writes in the Bergen-Belsen Urnizer Shiime: “Yes we are alone. Once
more among enemies, In Poland we dre once again being murdered, in free France even
now we are hated and in Axncnca and England,—who knows. what the morrow will
bring.” (no. 8.) :

¥ Gringauz, Samuel, “Die Zukunft der Judxschen Kul{ur, in }ud:schc Ruadschau (May-
June 1946) 22-24. . :
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France. “We will give up for our children,” said the Central Committee, .

“our food and our clothing, so that they need not suffer. We will not
entrust them, however, to a government that has made war upon our
lives and our rights in closing the gates of Palestine to us. . . . If the
Jewish community in England has teachers and food for our children,
let them send them to us here and from here the children will be sent
directly to Palestine.” %7 _

A great deal of this Zionist sentiment was no doubt the product of
organized propaganda and even to some degree subtle terrorization. But
the propaganda fell on heedful ears too. In the first place the events of
1939-45 seemed to discredit completely those philosophies of Jewish life
prevallmg before the war which were not centered around Palestine.
The Zionists were the only ones that had a program that seemed to make
sense after this catastrophe. The Zionists were organized, active and
militant. Prospects for emigration to. Palestine in the earlier period
seemed more imminent. The gates of the VVesiem democracies remained
closed to the Jewish DP's. The question of Palestine and Zionism became
so completely identified with the only salvation_for these people that
emotionally and psycholomcally as well as in a real physical sense it
became dangerous to think outside this: .complex. Without Palestine there
seemed to be no future for them. Anti-Zionism or even a neutral attitude
towards Zionism came to mean for them a threat to the most fundamental
stakes in their future.

Added to these factors is the mﬂuence exercised by the Palestine Jews
in immediate contact with the DP's, and, above all, when contrasted with
the type of Jewish relief worker they met who came from Amierica or
from"England. The heroic story of the Palestine Jewish Brigade still
remains to be written, but one of the- glorlous pages in that story will ‘be

their work in the first months after liberation among the Sheerit Hapleta.

There is hardly a camp that does not bear the imprint of a Hayyal, a
member of the brigade, who would come and go without fanfare, who
would remain for weeks and months at a camp, no one quite knowing
how he could arrange his military leave to do it, who lived with and
worked for the people.

Beginning in December 1945, contmorents of rehef workers recruited
by the Jewish Agency in Palestine began to arrive. Not all of these were

¥ Unzer Weg, no. 9.
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halutz in Palestine. The way of life in:the kibbutzim is orlented around

ent, but

ieQéd—-a a definite’ Weltanschauung, members are subjected to more discipline
2y were and activities are carried on in more organized fashion. The motivation
Poland, - is to keep members away from the more shady aspects of DP camp life, -
ferstood : ' ' such as idleness or black market operauons, and morale, therefore, is on
m. The :  the whole higher than in the camp at large. Eagerness for education, both
»r hand, ' cultural and vocational, is ‘more intense in the kibbutzim. There is, how-
were, no ever, something of a tendency for members of the kibbutzim to consider
>fficially, themselves‘as the select groups, without feeling a,con'_esponding sense of
‘roin the responsibility to assume leadership in the rest of the camp. There are -

Yiddish, goe | ~ kibbutzim of orthodox young pe()ple and kibbutzim of the various group-
' L ings of the Zionist movement. Some’ camps like that of Leipheim are

the civi-

i1d never organized almost entirely in the form of kibbuizim.

Palestine Each camp eventually came to have a camp committee, elected by
of other the DP’s. The powers and the degree of participation in the administra-
with the tion by these committees usually depended on the individual UNRRA
ind mili- director. There was no official directive which gave these camp commit-
a against tees any real rulmg power. UNRRA directors on the whole were quite
was but wary of turning over such powers as that of distribution of supplies to
win over the camp committees, whxle ready to entrust the cultural work entirely
:ginnirigs ‘ to them. Gradually it- became the norm for ‘these camp committees to
may not ﬁ share responsibilities and administrative duties with the UNRRA team.
militancy 1 The tendency in all DP camps in the beginning was to prevent the
. Human development of political parties in the camps. Under the banner of Thud
. agéinst (unity) and as long as they were still at war xvith the world, the old party
1ch more 1 divisions that had existed before the war were to be kept out and not

had been - resumed again until arrival in Paiestme One united Zionist front, with
the common platform of militant demands for the openmg of the gates
of Palestine and the establishment of a Jewish state, was to maintain
disciplined unity. Apart from some Bundists in Feldafing and small
groups -of Agudath Israel followers, this unity was preserved until the

l[bt[;;z;:r: :?ummer of 1946. With the ivorsening of the Palestine situation and tzh'e
life of a increased prospect of a longer stay in the camps than had been antici-

pated, the attempt to maintain this unity broke down. Old party lines
- as coming began to appear upon the scene—Left Poale Zion,. Hashomer Hazair,

in di rejen - - Mizrahi, Dror, Haoved, General Zionists, Revisionists, etc. Revisionist
m.” . 3, . .
no. & sentlment is very strong, as is also Left Poale Zionism. In general, how-

. : - 120250
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rooms were practically bare except for some old newspapers. In some
"instances German books found on the premises were used -to fill the
shelves. Books sent by American relief organizations were slow in coming;
when they came they were woefully inadequate in quantity and very
often showed little or no understanding for the needs of the Jewish DP’s.
Palestine also sent books for the libraries but the senders showed as little

 intelligence in the selection of books as did the American relief organi-

zations.!® Only the Jewish Labor Committee and the Yiddish Scientific
Institute displayed a real sense of discrimination and social responsibility

in filling the needs of Eastern European Jewish readers. The thirst for
Jewish books was tremendous among these people who had not seen a
Jew15h book for six years. Finally throughTtherintervention of ]ud”:g
ESl on Rifkind; thenradvisor-onrJewish affairs (o;thie" Theatre"Commander,” 7 -
{u: was madé possible_in April, 1946 for the: -author-to-draw-20;000-books
fw Wﬁgm_lom_m the. Oﬁenbacgmpvepot*and@
libraries ranging_from 50&“,@9@9}W4@§M@§ T
rlarger “camp8! T-hiese_collections“ificluded”German™Jewish-encyclopedias;
Cd1ct10nanes*and‘handbooks classics of"Yiddi "H—"‘d“H’ brewliterature;—

e -

gﬁgggal*hterature in"German, English and: French and rabblmc eremj
for-the~use'o£ _tixgmp_g_hg_cl_ox,_jews Yiddish_and.Hebrew.nc néwspapers~(never—
Luoh)*from the United States and_Palestine_are. supplied by the_ ]Qﬁg::;:;
~ As children began to appear in the camps, schools were soon organized

for them. Curricula, teachers and teaching materials were non-existent

or woefully inadequate. In most camps there were hardly any trained
teachers. Those who took over the job of teaching were youthful idealists
who, in most cases, were only a little mdrc advanced than their pupils.
Curricula were dictated by ideological considerations, by the kind of
teaching persohnel available and by what teaching materials could be
gathered. Until the spring of 1946 most of the instruction done by the
teachers was from memory, or at most with only one or two textbooks
available for both teacher and pupils. Sub]ects usually taught are Hebrew,
arithmetic, geography of Palestine, Jewish history, history of Zionism,
music and gymnastics. In some camps the orthodox Jews have forced the
introduction Ofvon(:"OIj two hours per week of instruction in religion.

¥ This does not refer to the large number of textbooks for the study of Hebrew sent from
Paicstine. :
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area, where liberation found Jacob Oleiski, the former Ort dlrector of
Kaunas, has there been anything worth mentioning.?* In other places DP

- mechanics themselves, often aided by hired Geérman mechanics, with

materials and bits of machinery rounded up from German installations,
have set up rudimentary shops, struggling bravely to create a trade school.

Such attempts, apart from Landsberg, are found at Eschwege, Stuttgart,

Lampertheim and. Zeilsheim. Tailoring, radio mechanics, automobile
repair, electrical work and locksmithing are the most frequentlyr found
trades. A number of camps have also succeeded in. acquiring farms for
purposes of agricultural training.

Orthodox Jews have created yeshwoth in a number of campfs Not
one of them is in the grand tradition of Mir, Slobodka, Telz or Volozhin.
There are no outstandmg rabbinical scholars in any of the camps. But
the content and mode of study of the old yeshivoth is continued. Such

institutions are found in Belsen, Zeilsheim, Feldafing, Fohrenwald, Leip-

heim, Landsberg, Pocking and more recently, in Ulm.
Beginning in July 1945 there also developed a Jewish press among
the Jews of Germany, and it soon came to be the ambition of every camp

_ to have its own camp newspaper. There were serious technical problems

that had to be hurdled. Paper was not too plentiful in Germany, but the
DP leaders, in one way or another, were able to get enough paper to
issue weekly or bi-weekly news-sheets. Much more serious was the problem
of Yiddish type. No such type was at first available in Germany. Jewish
DP’s met this problem in various ways. The people at Belsen, who issued
the first Jewish paper in Germany after liberation, on July 12, 1945,
wrote out the entire issue in handwriting and then photographed it and
printed it from the photographs. Even typewriters with Hebrew charac-
ters were not available.. It was only after several months that they were
able to use a typewriter instead of writing by hand, and only in the fall
of 1946 did they secure a set of Yiddish type from the U. S. and began to
issue their paper in regularly printed form. The paper at Stuttgart, Oif

der Frei, first appearmg on December 1, 1945, is perhaps the most'beau-

tiful piece of publishing issued by any of the camps. It also was done by
hand, but by a master craftsman and. printed on elegant glossy paper.

":‘The‘Llandsberg leaders carry on a vigorous campaign against idleness and black market -

speculation and for vocational training. Here are some of the slogans used in the propa-
ganda: “Trading helps the German and only blackens the Jewish -name™; “The gates of

Palestine are closed for idlers and Luftmenshn’; “A trade is the guarantee for your future =

in Palestme” “Idleness gives nothing, work makes life sweet.”
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feld, formerly of Warsaw. ‘Blumenfeld revolted esthetically ‘against the
sight of Yiddish in Latin type and decided that he would rather have a
decent paper in German than an ugly one in Latin Yiddish. The Jiidische
Rundschau is, of all German Jewish papers, the most universal in its

content, the most elegant and esthetic in format and the most free of the . -

narrowness and fanatical emotionalism of most of the other papers.
Blumenfeld preaches the doctrine that Jewish culture does not commence
with a Kotzet song and that the present young Jewish generation in
Germany must acquire familiarity and regain continuity with the great
tradition of the Jewish culture of the past. This aim finds expression in

reprints from famous Jewish authors, reproductions from Jewish art

works and other such educational material.

The pattern of cultural institutions in a DP camp is rounded out by
a sport club, which is hsually the most pcpular activity in the camp, a
dramatic group and an historical commission. Some of the dramatic
groups have attempted to do classic pieces of the dramatic repertoire, such

- as The Dybbuk of Anski, produced by the Feldafing group, Sholem

Aleichem’s Der Blutiger Shpas, performed by the central theatre group
of Munich, the Farkishufter Shneider, also by Sholem Aleichem, produced
by the Belsen group. In most cases, however, the performances are more
in the nature of revues dealing with ghetto and-kofzet life and enabling
the spectators to relive their gruesome experiences all over again. Even
where a classic story is taken, as in Peretz’s Drei Matones, it is freely

“adapted, and “made actual” by resetting it in the stage of ghetto and

kotzet. The historical commissions, while existing on paper, have thus
far lacked the technical competence, the capacity for sustained effort, and

. the needed encouragement from the outside, to do any really effective

work. The Central Historical Commission inn Munich issued its first pub-
lication, Fun.letzten churban, under the editorship of I. Kaplan, in
August 1946 as a modest beginning of systematic,documentation. The
presence now in Munich of Dr. Filip Friedman, ithe organizer of the

" active historical commission in Lodz, may provide these workers with the
"necessary guidance, direction and inspiration to do an effective job.

In one camp, St. Ottilien, largely due to the presence of Jacob
Hofmeckler, 2 member of a prominent musical family in. Kaunas and
former musical director of the Kaunas radio, a Jewish DP orchestra was
formed. It is really’ only a small ensemble of about ten persons. The
conductor and some of the men are serious musicians. Unfortunately
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MEMCRANDUM TQ: The Commander in Chief, EMropean Gommanﬁ

SUBJECT: Loen of Books from Offenbach Archival Depot to Tewish
Dlsplaced Porsons CampsSe

i 1. In January, 1946, upon the request of my predecessor, Judge

I Riflkind, you authorized a loem to the Americam Joint Distribution

‘ Committee of 25,000 volumes of unidentifisble ownershmp from the Offen-
bach Archival Depot. The purpese of this loan was bto mwake aveilsble to
the Jewish camps bextbooks, prayer books and books of general interest
that could not then be secured from other sources,

2, I am 1nforned by the Americen Joinmt Distribution Committee
thate of the 25,000 volumes earmarked for this purpose, approdmetely '
20,000 have been released by the Offenbach Depot apd have been distri-
buted among the Jewish camps. The balance of 5,000 books, I am further
informed, have not been released becange the AIDC has been unable to

. Tfurrish the Restitution Branch, CMGUS, detailed informatiom concerning

,  the distribubion of %the 20,000 volumes withdrawn from ths Depot. The
ATDC is seeking to assemble a1l the informetion it cam concerning the
ultimate disposition of these books and is forwarding the results of
its investigsation to QGUS. Klthough the sbsenee of adeguate records
is to be deplored, nevertheless it was jinevitable that many of these
books would be logi, carried away, and worn out.

3« At the present time there is a grave shortage of reaamng nate-
rial in the cemps. The above-msuntioned 20,000 volumes were distributed
in the Tirst half of 1946 to a relatively small Jewish DP populatione
Since that time the great mass of Jews arrived from Poland; they could
bring no reading watitor with them. The destruction of practically all
sources of Jewish publication in ZEurope, as well as the destruction of
most of the Jewish books in BEurope and the universal shortage of paper,.
have resulted in an scute lack of Jewish reading matter throughout the
world, Consequently, despite the efforts of Jewish organizations, most
camps have pitifully inadequate libraries, There is no pogsibility,
under pregent conditions, thab these can be maie adequate by the coming
winter, when we will be facing grasve morale problems,

iy, Therefore, it is desired not only that the above-mentioned

balence of 5,000 books be relessed for distributiom, but that another
25,000 vclumecs be made availzble shortly for the same purposee 1 am

irformed hy Miss Iucy Schildkret), Blucation Officer, AIDC, Framlcfurt,
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that among.the 50,000 volumes of wnidentifisble ownership that have been
sorted. and. cataloﬂued \there are about 25 000 whigh, are,. sxmlar {;o ‘the\
{fzrot: 255000 that wezne. selscted fox thée imisial loan. --These.- “are.- pr:mamly
uext'bool\erellblou'sJboolc.. and books of general interest, written in

Yiddish and Hebrew, They are of publlshers’ and book dealers' stocks,
and have no special value,

5. In oxder to insure proper and responsible selection of the books
apd in order to prevent my possible sbuse of such a losm, I propose that

a committee of three be desigrated to screen the books carefully, - Rebbi

Solomon Shapiro, Director of Religious Bducation, AJDQ; Cheplain (Major)
Ralph Blumenthal of the Qffice of Chief Chaplain, EUCOM, snd remking )
Jewish chaplain in EUGGM, and Major Abraham &3. Hym.n of my office.

6o In order further to gafeguard this loan, the ATDC will be re-
quested to maintain the most complete possidble records.

e e+ o S— e = = e e e e ———— e e

T Tt is my- recoz"@gpdatlon' that you a “authorize -the-further Té?i;‘ on

the aboxre cond:ttl ons ,:. oy thamAJDc”efm25g.@0® books “of unldentifi &ble om.e:r—
{ ship-end -of..no-special-values for- dlstributlon~ in the Jewish- &1;@1&06@]

At At

[persons_centerss -
RABBI 1XP S. BERNSIFIN
, Adviser on Jewish Affairs to the
F3B/mf _ Commander in Chief, European Command
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EE T
SR .~ MILITARY GOVERNMENT - ’ : é
LIAISON AND SECURITY OFFICE _
STADTKREIS FRANKFURT A/MAIN : ' S
: APO 633, US Army , WW/dh

(EF.{&&A.) B | . ‘Frankfurt a/Main, Germany, (M 6869) - |
o | A  _5 Pebruary.A94b..
'SUBJECT:-fMonthlngeport for January 1948,
t,TOﬁ,‘A : Restitﬁfibn Branch
Economié Division

Office of Military Government for Hesse N

- o Attn: mFA&A Section,

i

14 Art;ExhiEitions.z

as Frankfurter Kunstkablnett' Ernst Ludwig Kirchner:
"Graflk", ‘opened 23 January. ' : : A

b Stadel lnstltute. "Gemalde aus fiin?t Jahrhunderten."
26 Llcen81ng of Art Dealers.

{

Two (2) more art dealers, vizes

1e Kremzer, Max, Ffm., Kalbachergasse 5
2, Mulch, Willy, Z.Z%.. Lengfeld, Blskarkstrasse 4

were granted llcenses.‘Four (4) appllcatlons were disapproved.

e lnternal LOUt.

" The foixow1ng Jewish—owned art obaects wnlcn Ettle
sold at public suections were tdaken into custody from Wﬁlter Xrug,
Frankfurt a/maln, Oberrad, Nonnenpfad 26:

a. 1 small tabke : Bringa coliection,

bs. 1 console table . o oW

Ce 2 antique Delft vases  Mayer coliection

d. 1 antigue vase " n on

e. 1 Baluster vase ‘ " " H

, Tne above-named small table and congole table have
been transferred to the Bentral Collecting Point, Wiesbaden.
‘ in 71ew of the continued lack of response to inquiries
: ~ concerning art objects stolen by Ettle from the Brings and Kauf-
- mann colliections, the undersigned paid a visit to Kaiserslautern
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¢ group of follower:

{lvpalntlng;'"Flowsrs"“‘invthé'poSéeSSiéﬁ‘
V~Frankfur; a/Maln, ‘has been transferred

5 Fronch Clalm Ne.

. -; @ne (1)
)
N f ftalls 1t is 1mp0381ble
l&ﬁ a dozen D@mmermuuhs,f*

by Mr Schneld»r, Erankfmf+ﬁ;:
larmed t‘o naLnth s have -

% —%
. oo . , nﬂ¢ be @as ncvev 1@ Strasbourg at 1ho tlme
T ;of Lh cccugatloz o . : « .

' » ¥ 1ngupct1>
' 'ngarﬂsa1c+1an‘ Pro@ortj Control Dl—;f

. i By -it, K fOTbldV ﬁ~to cnter tho‘
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'M‘mcnt Proye“ty Control O Lf

~ - RS e {

oo .}" : t o '

PR
% ERESN

SIAHONY TYNOULYN 3HL LY 030NG0NdIY


http:y:i;EfidJ:l~,�,;�,13y.it
http:filrt$.ni

Herrn Hana Wérnlein K L
Lederwarenfabrik g e
Offenbach ia. Main = i
' Ludwigstraase 35 37

Sir,

We are 1n roeaipt of your lettsr of April 12, .
The two paint;ngs and the two oarpeta’whic‘“you ch red
- at the auction on May 20 &:21, 1941 from the. Kunathgua
Wilhelm' Ettle, Frankfurt, originating -according Yo
files from. a Jewish owner, Herr Max: Br “Wiesbade In
accordance with MG Law 59 all p#3pert wish owners
aoquired during that time had to be- tak~nrinto custody
of the appropriate offices and oould onlybe- relcaaed hy
order of the German rastitution chambsrs. e

C o Ia aocerdanaa with a letter of the vgrmﬁgonskoptrollo
and Wiedergutmachungs Amt, the two paintings and the two
carpets mentioned in your letter were released to. the former
owner, Max Brings, Wiesbaden. For fuﬁthen inquiriaq we. ad-
vise you to contact the Amt fir Vermdgenakontrelle und Wie-
dergutmachung. Wieabaden, Parkatrased

Very truly youra,, S ‘} f;fl

fo 120271
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LEDERWARENFABR]K T co ‘f,L:U DWIGSTRASSE 35 37
[™ Anschrifi: Hons Wbmlen; Offenbach a. M Ll:dw'gatreﬁe 35 37 _] a ,'l;élefon: : .

Einschreiben e o o © Nr. 83486 Amt Offenbach am Main

An | - | A o ~'Posfscheckkon_to:

Collekting Point 3«“ R o "Nr. 37369 Amt Frankfurt (Main)

zu Hinden von =~ i ST o ' o :

‘Herrn Dr.von 3chm1dt o e o Bankkonto:

SR S © " 7" Bankhaus Friedrich Hangst & Co,

Wiesba d_e n " SO o SR "7 -1 Offenbach am Main .l
. Landesmuseum.>‘j RO L o . o
- R - . .Tag l2.4.1951°

Sehr geehrter Herr Doktor !

Am 20.und 21. Mai. 1941 erstelgerte ich im Kunsthaus Wllh Ettle, Frank—
furt/M. unter Anderem auch:

3
Qﬁ%l&% unter ﬁatalog Nr.62 1 Bild von Hermann Keuffmann
. . MBgim Schlafen iiberrascht™
] A . v Bezelchnet, Holz, 20 x722 cm
{ unter Katalog Nr;ﬁﬁf 1 Bild von Hermann Kauffmenn
‘ .~ "Neckerei" ’
.- Bezeichnet, Lelnwand 22 x 20 cm

unter Katalog Nr.354 1 Bricke "Sennd " 12? x 155 ‘em
unter Katalog: “Br, 357 l Brucke “Jamud Bochara"ftl2o X 148 co

Diese Sachen wurden' ordnungsgemaﬁ gegen Auktlons-Rechnungen die noch’
im Original vornanden sind, erstelgert.- R

- Am 21.10.46. und 25.10.46 kam plotzlicn ein Herr Waltar weber vom
Military Government, Frankfurt /M. und verlangte diese Sachen als zu
Unrecht erworbener Judlscher B631tz. Dle Sacnen wurden ihm gegen int-‘
tung mitgegeben. . i .
ir war nicht.bekannt, daﬁ dles gudlscher 3831tz sein sollte und erhob
deshalb Einspruch gegen: -diese Beschlagnahme Anfang November 1946 durch
meinen Rechtsanwalt Dr Kanka,Offenbacn/M. :

Wie ich nun erfahren habe, sind. dle Sachen tatsachllch zu Unrecht be-
. schlagnahmt worden und:bitte ich Sie héflichst,sehr geehrter Herr Dr.

von Schmidt, mir glitigst mitteilen zu wollen, wie die Sache nun steht.
B 1ch Ruckerstattungsantrage stellen? glbt es zZu dlasem Zwenlre wran

PG

g“ N AR A

.4§¢f5:, aH ;gt~f*;@§&
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Ezamination of Cpl ¥, F. MARS me ASN 11(\49902 oantimmd on 16 Oat
1948, at Darmstadt, ‘Germany.
7 Bxemination by Capt. Juliue Buohman, Monuments and Fine Arts Ofiicer.
! Prankfurt 4@, and Lt, Ira M. Ball, Publioc - afety, Special Bransh;’ Dat
o T Be3., .
Prosent: Lt. Clyde. Harria, Eanumente an& Fine Arta Offieer Dot E-3.

Qu@stions by Lt Ira m. Ball,

Q. There aré¢ a faw more guestions I would liko to ask you.
Do you. r%“ all that you eaid comething to the effect that your fathor
used toNearns$ 38 and spend § 40 7

A YQS!

Qs Did you say thaﬁ Maj Ehrenelou knew evorything you did in respeoct to
~offieial bnsinoss“? ,

A, YTou, A : '
Qe You did noh do aqythinu without the approval of the Ma;or -
A, I did not know whare to. turn. Hany thinga I could not decide qyeslf.

" that you later Laarnad conoarned some hiddan art treasurcs of tha
Staedel Kunstinstitut ef Frankfurt ? '

QYQEIQ ' ‘
Q. Did you and soma.golaisrm g0 up. there and piok up some cbjeots of art ?

A. e went up to this Dr, Grafs place and went through the apartment
looking for art objects. A case of pictures was opened, ¥ wers locking
through them. but’ found nothing. We went back ezain, and that time ealso
found mothing. . .wiiw

Ge. Did you remove aﬁything from the apartﬁent ?
A. Only beds, cohaire, tables and rugs.
Q._Jow about some paraibﬁ ruge 7
AQJYQS,
Q. How ahcut some picﬁures ’
&o Yas,.
Qe Did you see st lebat 6 pictures and paintinga 2
A. I did not see = aintings, but I do rememberid. piotures .
Qe Were therq”seme,enwravzngs and prints e
A. Some of theéﬁ pioturos ware engrav;ngn and watar solors.
Qe How about Jewelry ? S

- A+ o, N
Qe You did. not notiae a oaeh box made out of gray leather 7

. A. Ko,

- Qe How about madloal instrumenbs ?
pto NO' o E :
How about anwthing ‘y_
K. No.
Qe How about rosaryi?,h*
A. Ho, : ‘
Q. #hen the dootor csme back did h@ come to Mil Govi with & relation

by marriage ? 9
A. Yes. She spoke mood English, he oame from: Laubach at tnat time and the
Major t.14 tham that the propsrty would be r@turne&.

:Maaw in tne glasv oupboaré ?

120274
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Q.
R
‘.
ie
Q.
A,

Has the praperty been returned 7

No, it im still. being used.

¥ho, used. the le&ther, glovoe, ‘stookings, ete ?

I do not kpow, . ' PRSI

fho was.in charge of this meving detail, the GI'e or tho Gormans or wh
4 German, and 2.or 3 soldiers that were thare with Shem' .~A'

- QXou did not sae ‘them remove thie ?

A
‘Qi
¥ W
Q.

Ao

Al
Q.

. Ae

,Q.
A,

“’-}Aa

They might have. I cannot say.

What about the suitcases that were removed by a polish man ?

That balongn:ta & woman by thename of Piets,

What was the purposes of taking thess dreaeea and also the men‘s
elothing ? i

I do not know,-: I did not take any part in that business, They were

not all rooevered, but a large share was, =~

There were 8 1arge and 2 small Persian ruge,: whare are they now ?

- At H§ Gieesen;

Do you kmow hho. took them ?

I d4id not learn how many ruge wore takan. @b went through the npartmen
and tock ohaire, :

fhy was not am inventory made ?

I do not know..,

You know ‘thereis a letter from ETOUSA esating anything that is teken,

there. must belan 4inventory taken, That 1s also mentioned 1n the Fine
Arts and Monum@nts Manusal .7 : : ,
1 do not reoall :that,

Wae any recsipt given to Er&. Grafe 7

At that time they were eway, 1 mever did see Mre. Grafe. Hr. Grafe wae
put on business, The apartment was oloned and not in use.

¥hen was thie eseigzure ? ¥

After the marehing in of the Amarioane.

. You do:not know what happendd to the oclothes ?

Only that some of it was found by me in MG in thehsnds ef the personns
of the datanhmob& g&rking for MG, We had a’féfugee Pole working there
and when Mre... came into our office- she . recogniged some of the .

~ elothing.and .went to the Major and told him about it and he aaid'thae

this elothing ‘must be given back,

Questions by Capt. Buchman,

a

A
Q.

A,
Q.
A,
Q.

A.

Qe
4.

Wae this saizurs of this proporty done through lobal Bﬁrgermeisbsr ?
Fo.

Vo requuast. waassigna& by the Biurgermeister in whose territory this
prperty. liae for the use of this furniture ?

No, ' '

How did- yau secure thie 1nformation that this apartment had this
furniture invit ?

The Supt of Arnsburg came to us first and showed me the apartment,
Didn't you receive & letter forwardei by this Dr. Grafe that he men-
tioned that he had worka& for the art- mu@eum snd this property belong
to the museum:? .

I received 1nformation that there were works of art from B?ankfurt
but it was mever in & letter, |

Did  somebody- -olse oome and tell'you about this ?

Mies Te;psl said sha was! told by the employeem there,

?47; 2‘;
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Y@Bo Co 4
dhat is. he ?

ﬁ@o

Do you reoognisa the name Jaeehko ?

, Tou kmow about the large library in the castle ?
1 did not know whioh one.

You recall the library at the Sohlose ?@WM)

YQBO
Yes,

Ho.

Tou had & kay to that raom ?

To you. fécall that you had a room fixed up thﬁre ?

He i= in ohargé é% the Maternity Baspibal at Oloister Arnsberg.
.Did you ever reoeive eny letters from him ¢

You npever had any keys to fit any of the doors in the Sohloss ?

Fo.

Do you know Budolph Breuting 7

Ro.

Was he hot one of the e-ployues eut there 7

- Fo, I do” not reoall thenames.,

Do you recognisve this list ?

You did not submit thie list to the CIC,
I believe that was made up after the CIC went out.

No,

Do you know if anybody tools any books out of there ? ' ‘
.The¥e ie a deaf man and his wife whoee neme is Zschasck,
He and his: wifa ‘were omployed by the same group. He was writing a book

Yes, I do.

A, giupt prior teo our gozng out to begin work. '

Q. Prior to 31 July 1946 ?

A,
Qe
Ao
Q.
A.
Qe
A,
Qe
4.
Qe
A,

Q.

Ao

.Q.

A,
'QC

A.

Y@So

. That was & list Frau Orape made up. W have the original at Hlessen,
At any time did you take any books out of the library at the thlosa ?

- and he asked if ‘he.could remove a m&nnqoript an& some referonce book

thet did not balong t@ him,
Q. ¥hen was this 7.

That was after you had removed the piotures f?om the place at Laubaoh ?

Yas,.

#het month was that ?

Between the '6 and 12 September.
How were they ablé.to remove this atuff from the aa&tla ?
Becsuse I -let them’have them.
With what suthority did you give it to them ? '
They showed me where they were and I gaveit to them.
You did not asl them for a receipt T

No.

Yeos. Lt. Hiner was'his name., I got the keys from hia.
That wae before. you started to wark in the castle to set up this stuff ?

Yos,

You said‘you ware surpriﬂeu to find them in th_ group ?

BOC

Yos.

P

o

5 {'DH1§0$FFB
»—mx 115057

o h_&mrmw

Did you alear this with anyone who was in chargaof the oastie 7
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Qe

A,

Q.
A,
Qe
A,

Q.

A,

Was that due to ths faot that thay had been hired by Frau ﬂrape the
former eémployee of the institution ? e

No, my amazsment was due to the feot that they wereold ysople. '¢

Were those booke and maausoripte all that wag. removed from the oastle?
You. : \

No furniture was remove:d ?

Yos, in the upstairs room they stored some proserves. They took that

2 x 4 bin out with ther also.

Wew any other things taken ?-

That was all I know of.

Ne furniture ?

Phat is all I can ramambar .

Did you examime the mannsoript ?

'Ybs. I talked this over in Giessen and had en 1nterpreter look 1t over

and asked him what it wae, If 1& had been Nazi, it sould not be taken
ﬂwayc k ’
Fhat wae it ? Lo

It waz a historioal genaology.

And you allowed that manusoript to go out without a reoeipt ?

Yes,

How many manuseri»ta were thers 7.

I oould not tell you,
You said that they had &iffieulty of carrying it out. e
It was e large one, I had the interpreter 1oek thOm over and they :

-came the’ follow;n& moraing to get it.

Q. On whtit basis was this 1nbsrprater qualifiad ‘2
A. I do not kmow, -

@+ Had you sever heard of e G=Z in the Army ?
ﬁ.qfei;o

Q?‘It wag & G2 target. It was diescovered later in May and reported.

A.

a.

Q..

As
Qe

vy
Qe

A,
Q.
A
Q.
A,
Q.
A,
Q.
Ao

It has been subpitted to the 7th Army. You aresure that no larga
number of books except this manusoript were removed 7'

As far as I know, nos Other pecple had keys to tha building. But thaao
were never in my personal pouaesszon. L »

Questione by Lt. Ball

Q.‘ K
‘did not go to Luxembourg withip the laet 3 months ?

The last time we. talkad sbout trips to Luzembburg. Did you say you

I have been to Luxembourg on my way to Paris, onoe.
You never made atrip to Lnxembourg ?

Ybu mever: toek any éaokages to mail in Luxembonrg ?

EOQ»

Do you knew any aiviliana or military personnsl in Duxembaurg ?
I.do not, _

Did the Magor ever tell you he wne going to Luxsmbonrg ?
Ho. -

How did you go to Paris via Luxembourg ? :

Yes, in a military vehiole of our detachment.

You want on tha way via Luxembourg to Paris: ?

Yes.

#ho did you go- with ? B

#th the - Speoial Agent Smith.

.,.; w’7’75057
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How long had you been gone on' thetrip to Paris ?

6 days.

Did you have any business to tranaac‘ dcwn thoro ?
A. No., The last time was about 2 weeke before my departure.
Q. What route did you follow ?

A, Through Coblensz,.

Qe You aotually did ge to Luxembourg ?

A. I have been through Luxembourg 4 or 5 times on the way to Paris.
Q,‘%@a that theuuual wanner of traaaportation ?

Ao Yas,

Qe You never went by train ?

. A.; NO.

Q. Immediately afﬁer you returned from one to Paris you went directly
~to the Ettles 7
A, I do mot remember.
Q. #hat time did you return from Paris ?
A, In the late afterncon.
Q. What was the hurry ?
A, I do pot remember, '
Q. Did you transast any businees in Parie for the Bttles 7
A. No, not for anybedy.
Q. Both times you wure in Paris, did you send anything home ?
A. Ro.
Q. On these trips to Parls did you always use & oivilian oar °?
A, Yes, .
Q. How were you able to prooure fusl for that trip ?
As By just going into the ges station amd ehowing my papers.
. Q. You were sent on TDY to Paris 7 - '
. A, Pass ~ I had papers written hy the detaohmente saying that I was on
afficial business. - . A .
Q:’But you were on- pase ? '
Ao Yei’.‘io .
G Yet you had yapera with you saying thet you were on offioial business?
b4, I am not going tm answer that queation.

T .

e

R ¢ e
0W§°ribed and gworn to before me . AL ey
is 19 Ootober 1946, | | N

) e
dae

Ra M BALL
lst Lt, HAC
Special Branch
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Darmetodt, 15 Dot 1948

SUBJEOT: - Smaminetion €6 Cpl 3illiam F. Marahall, ASN 11/699/2,
h-cald &t 3&‘& o 33 u‘&mm’ta t, 0% 11 0@"5 1345 .

&@&Bﬂtiﬂnﬂ by Lte Irm M, flall, bt u-d‘, a»paat‘vl Br. G
s?x'amnt: Capt. Juliue Bummm, ?ram"urf. 8. 0e , Hon, &

: E‘im bybe Ge
7 Lte Clyde Herris, ﬁat Gy Monumenta & Fine Arts O.

Ge +#hare is your ‘howme ? -

%o 30 piles cutside of Boetow, Uaus,

Ce D you have & atreet a@zrsmu ?

e bb@tt Q%r@@tc

Ge Arae zou mm‘risd ?

e Ho. .

He ihere are y@u livim& ?

L. Mth my mother.

C. Bofore you oape.into the Army where did you wcrk ?
A, Tor the United Shoe Machine Ccrporation.,,

e w long have you mrk@& f:’az' an ?
e Cloes to 8 yoaru, .

-~ Go  “hen were you industed 1nwr the :&rwy ?

. &, 1 emlioted Mareh 28th 154l

Ue iow old are you ?

A. 38, lust Haroh,.

%e Have you been in Military foverument 311 the time in Europe ?

' f;. Y&ﬁi‘

(e Hore you in “brivwnbam ?

fﬂo Yﬁ?\ﬁi

Ye Ware yvu &1waym with the twam that is ot Gieesen ¥ )

4. Thet wae DiBl whioh had been msde that team bsck in Hoohefort.

Qe During tnet:bime what jobe did you do in thies temn % '

4. Until we pot to Germany [ wae & Yvanan interpreter,

we You do nat &yaaﬂ Gernan ?

LA, Mo, o i

Ge  mat was your uaief Joo ¥ ‘

he It hue-been. the Wwekly Dummary. 4¢ uxesawn I wre in the capacity
of Fipe Arto.and Yonuments. . '

“e “hat . wne your-offioial title ¢ S

&, 1 wne chief receptioniet in oherpe of 2 w@mea for the first @
cmonthe. L want ugataira to talke sare of the sumsary, and held the
job of Pime artes and manumantw purt time,

......

. B X . C ’

R ’
P

el 4

by . S - . - .
Y ) . s
e 7 A
. e . - . L
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. How longh@va yau besn doing this Jab of Eina srte end &onumeutm
- work ¢ ' .
9in0o I wae taken off the door.
Sinoe the middle of May prior to thet time whn had been tha ﬁinw hrte -

Ao »ﬁgdbﬁgn ”*'"? ggglﬁgraxn for §t.

Q. Did you Bave aay eivilian background for Finm Arte maﬁ Monuman&a ?
A, No, only that I colleste: thioge like khat- . ‘
Q. You ware just working for a livimg ¥
Ay You, I am living with my par@nts and I got mﬁnmy‘fram ﬁhsa. &haﬁavsr
I carged was my own. .
Q. Did you ever go to eolzega .
Ao Yoz, ab loroester Aomdaqy. Norwioh Jutvarmi&y and tha Univervity uf
Alabams,
@e men you attemded those eohools were yua ia&ar&mvaa in arte and
monuments 7
A, Only after I got out of monoal.
Ue You did not run amy art shop ?
Ae %o, I 444 mot. If I bad surplus of anything I aold it. I have no
© liosuse myeolf to own a =hop,
@ ihat wap your dad's chop 8
- As Be worked for the Unitad Shoe Hmnhinm Gcmpany fbr 80 yeara.
Q. D4t you evar knaw & man by the name of Peano ?
*&'.. &QO
Qe Han yaur fath@r in she Exs@u&tv aapsaity
#. Yos, he waa in eharge of heeling and metallie departmant. ,
Ge There did.ocme s Gime after you arrived at Glesaen when you could . -
devote uome timo to Fine Arte and Eouumentm ? '
Re f@&h e £
Ge I om going ta amk you wome very poin&ea Qu$$t£&n$ now, If yuu do
: . rot wich te amewer you do rot have to. I want to warn you that any=
. ‘ thing you say may and osn b8 used egaimet you. It is your oonati-
' + tutional right o refuse to enswer any questions whiokh 1nnr£miuate
& or %end to inoriminata you. Do you underetsnd that ¢
Ay’ Yow. -
. Qe Do you want to anawar my qnastiann ?
Ae T am r@a&v, gir. ..
Qs  Yhon was the first bima you went to the mill wh»r» the Bttle art
© ecollegtion was 7 .

& I went there after I heard that art objeste from th@ Stacdel Musoum
of Frorkfurt had been taken Shere.

Qe “hen was this?.

A, That was after, I 1eft my job at the dnor st the office. I had haard
that theee . hhia@a Bad bwan moved to thie place. It oould ho & 2 wsak
péried elagain@ bﬁtwean my tripethere. T

G. hers 4id you got that iuf@rmation ? -.W%;ggﬂ

4, Prom Mies Telpel. . o

Q. How long had she been with tha Emeauhmmae ?

5. Simee the latier pert if Mareh.

9. %The firet tims you went up to this plase ynu wore alome ?

4. One of .ur men interproters wuos with me., It oould have been Wermer.,
Our Puhlio Health Cffiser brought in the imformation that thsso obe
Jeots were there. A week after that I went out there. I wont out
there with my interproter. dhen I got there, I told them I was
interested im the.fine arts and asked {f he had amy, Ho esid that

P thore wor: . a ﬁbw, Ho told me that he had worked im am ert wuseum in

' 120280
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ﬁraakfhrﬁ ﬁ@ mhnwaﬁ =8 billa, sataloge and yxa@nraa that were 1n thmme
. %wo roomu, ’

ite Ab thet time yvu were intorested in tua stuff from the Fran&?urb Mhaeum

and nothing 91&0 A . )

A, You,

e Md you come haok &&uin to the mill ¢

A, Yau, o sumber of times I osa’t say exastly,

G. At any vime wse Hajor Fhreuclou with you ¥

4, ¥Yom, the very next time I wont baok theve,

Qe Wmom did you xo to.Che mili ?

fe On our epsre time, 7

4o tho was with you tneu 7

he My imberpreoter,

Qe loes Haj. Whranulou gp@ak Garpan ?

Be HOo

fe When you went out- ‘the paxt timﬁ Witﬂ the Magor diﬁ you see &nythinw

im a&ditioa to whet you uwaw before T

A, Bothin; new, but the same in zreater dwbail.<

Qe 944 they show you eny drawinge, woad oraveings, etah&n@w 4

4. ¥ 4o not remouwber.

o Vow the &a}ar in%@rast@d in anytbin@ par&iealmrly ?

%o Fo,
G Doma bhe nave My%hiw to do wi%& art ? Is be & mcl‘«mtor ?

%o, : .

Qo Whst io hi@ Job 7
fe Publisner,
Qs “hores is bis home ?
Ao In Culifornie, . '
Go- D0 vou recsll the naxt time you wont bask thore ?
%, Bo, I do not reocall.-
e Yw have baen out t!.mr@ mooislly several timee 7
2. Y&e, we bad peversl conversstions. ‘
Q. How many times 4ic you esse thewme people since the first time ?
A, 4pproximately 10 or 12 times,
. Qe This was in a peried from June to 3wptamb9r ?
Ao Yow, spprozimately.
We Thers onme & time when you and the %ﬁJor wore aut thers when you were
ahown more of .the cwliection 7
e You, I was taken out of the house into the harn and paw everytoimg they
hmd pilﬁﬁ there, 1 romember onslarye painting. I wel the men that owned
thin omelargepeinting. I wes told it was. &aﬁt thiers before the Yombing
but esanct .say for surse, . «
fibout wuen de you think you saw @varythiah $hat wie there ¢
Right vefore ey departurs & - '
ihen was the firet time you hal been zaken out ‘inte the barm snd shown
the main bedy of oollections 7 ’ ‘ -
4, 1 cannot $6ll you exsaetly the time., It wrs around the tive when o
driver with a truok from our Jotschment went out thsre to jet some
thinge th&t hshad ator@d in the bath house at Bad Ord, : .

1,4;’7""

£ e &
* ©
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\;whe that 0&r1y in Jane ?
"1 do mot know, I BEE recsived nama thmt the bath h@umw hind baua brokan

into. Thoman sald that there wsre valuable paintings at Bad Orb, .
They raquezted that you as:iet cham in brinsing thiw sollaatton,baok
te them ? A >
Yon. ‘ ' ) , ' o
Yare you ﬁlana on ths trip - - ' ‘

Yoa, I went on one trip to Bad Orb.

Thare were two bripa.,%hat did you bring back 8

W brought back. boxam and put them intoc the bars.

Did you see what wae in the boxes ? '

The box sontainsd paintinge, Several were broken open, In thst sane
sbore house was furritire, e ecupboard, oheirs, & lot of cupboards taken
apart, @ .made another trip to lsny to piok up some supylies for a

Publiie Health nuree,

How big 8 truck wmm t“im ?

4 3/4 truok.” ‘
Do  you know when thia trip wag m&d% ? :
A montk end & half ago., sbout fugust. It wes hefure that, It suet
have been in July sometimae., The Bublia Health Nuree that needed mome
suprliee wae &imoas*inﬁ the trip with the Major. Tttle told us what
there was to oee up there, There was %o be aapraximaswly'ﬁ boxse of
ploturey thare, ' ;

- He asked you 4f he‘ooulé go mlsa@ ?

Yes.

The Hojor oaid ke waabad to goe to wsewn the osuaﬁqy ? ‘
. Tee, he said that, Sir. )

You, the Hejor and Fttle wont on thie trip ?

Yorn., It wno going: ﬁo take us 2 daye,
Is Isny beyond the plase where you had %o g@% thmaa sup:lien ?

Yeu, it took us 2 daye to come and return,
- Ygb that on a wwwkand ? '

W@ .

Did the Ha jor and | yeu do the driving?

Yeos, o brcug&t uhmue piotures back there, They were wlored thero with
tho others,,

During those sripa te the | ztla'a you always to: k an interpreter wish
you 7

No, it musﬁ h&ve haen 3 or 4 timﬁm X diﬁ not taka an interpreter with
ma, ' . ;

o aaually wene ? ‘

¥ies Teipel or Kr. Bangsrt. . :

Did e, Eangurt know thepacple there ? -

-} do mot know for sure,

¥You do mot kmow if they kmew easch other or mot ?.

1 heve been to Frankfurt with Bangert and visi%md their home,

I Mr, Bangert's father a pramin@nt men [a Frackfart ?

I do not imow for sure. He was s direstor at I.0. Farben,

Mr. Benzert always did anoompany you most of the time ? . ' -
Ifm:ntky used hia. If I nesds4 an imterpreter, I took on: out of the
O Q8.

In halpiav'ﬁhwm muv0 the atuif did they ﬁiva you a procent 9

Yea, it was s paant e I 444 not eppreciate it particularly, About &
weak before {8 was wiven to me in a frame snd I eald [ sould no€ men&
it home. So tn@ nsxt tima I went down he had Saken it of? the frame

Toi KR , . ~‘*"".,<2"r::' ‘
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and ib is mow on my. dask at Giaaaen.
fa 4% ready for. ﬁhkpmsnﬁ.
No, '
o Une the %ﬁ;or g&v@a 4 pioture ?
‘s X h@liﬂw B0
'Q. gid he ﬂmy th&t thqy had givmn him a 9iaturw ?
;ha L4 3
e Have you . av@r ms@n it ?
Aw Y@ﬂc . .
Qe D4 you Gake aqy sertioular motice of it 7
&, Mine wos an interior with 3 figures.
@. Do yuu know wha painte:t yemra or the ﬁagar o 7
Ao Woo. -
Tis You do- no% fbnl that they ars vvry vuluahle ?
'ﬁ. ,'!30
Q. In th@ Eﬂajar' 4 oanvea or zw:mm? f ' * ;
L. I do not know, . ‘ ae
%, Yhat a;wa wwul& you say ¢hn paistinge w@r@ &9prnxiaataly*
éio 1& in x 65% iﬁo
o Thay were given to you after. thess two trips 7
4o You, quite)after /8 while. ‘
tle You used to O out Eh@rm -cr dlnnsr ?
.:é,o iny‘ ong tiﬁi@c K *
. Geo Have you ever ssen any wine kmsrw ?
i, Yooy L am rsepouaible *br ons oapk. W had 3 asmka and I mﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂi &a
et one for tham. ' '
5. You used to -rua out there in tha avenxng to se= then ?
L, Yes, but it wes never = hanguut.
‘ . Gs You did ese $o it that you went out at leset onos & week ?
N - A. Bo, only 10 or 12 timea altogether, oo
G. How many times wes the Hajor out there with JOQ ?
AL A1l but thves or foar tizes.
fi. Di¢ he use to.yo out there when you were. not thare ¢

Cy
) *,u“ .
2

f. He may bave b&ﬁa out £ or 3 times without we.,
e Iz adiition to these wsm there ony other 3ifte ?
t. I bought rafts of tmin%s, yoreal&in hoxee, ato, 1 oauld not tell
you the puwbsr, :
{lo About how much have you my4nk out there 7 -
4. 1 dv pot kmow Shst. I have cpent voms of my uavingw bemi&oe wha& 1
have esrwed while in the army.
Ge Mould you say 4 000 to 3 000 Harke 7
4o Yo, in Peangfurt I have bought thinge “rﬂm panplm that I imow,
“. ¥rom what yoa hove oeen waw there anythi ; nice 7
Ae YO0 P ; ‘
Q. The vmingm t;&& you pioked oul thwrm ware Tor your owm golf ?
!'5(;. ?@b-
- Qe In other warﬁ@ you amuiﬁ B&y you upent 4 000 to & 000 Harks on

. theas. thxn«m s
Ao Ybﬁ. I hﬂvw rpovived bi*lm for manh itam thn& i have boa~~t.
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”fﬂa you fs0l that ﬁhay geve you & Pair. priea on. these thingm 9
X thought thay ﬁhﬂy wore kind of high, S

Hoet of this wee swnz home except the ploture ¢

. Y@ﬁt

- Pid ghe @ajar b«y &qything ?
‘He Bought ou my advice.

How mush would you say the ﬁa;or ~fpmm 7.
Probably se asoh am I did, -
Ho bouyght more ax§0n51va sbutf, dtdn‘t he ?
Y@%o
Who made the b@rvaina for the Nalor ?
Sometimes Hfeelf an& other time our interprvter. ‘
nnrin% the time yauwwara in &rts mn& Ennumﬁnta, fram the poop thab
1 did not have tﬁmﬁ a1l Bis tim&. It is a fuil cim« job.
You ram éorces this colisction in’ Hay or June. dhy &idn't you rﬂpart ~
the exisvanon of this at Shat time Lo thiv headquarters 7
Boeause I did not regard it es b@ing By suoh, I had la ahautm of poop.

-

 eoming in regarding things that csme in.

Qe

DPid you rrport the solisotion affer you resd thiw woop 4

- Ko, tuat wes very. recent. My job waae not a fuil time job, but wan

sonneoted with Y other dutiewm, . '
In o far ws this 001&@03103 WHS cnnu@ra@ﬁ you know it wae there in

sy or June ? .

fiy ohmsing around Bas vesn bo look after Bocikes ate. , as Lar sa thia
collection wan soncerned 1 dida't think that it w:s $hat importaunt,

You remember reoeiving souws poop esying thm& things v&lu@é ovar

£ 10 000 wbould ba r:ported ummedialsty k SE

I do mot remember, . BN
' You bavoe rsamivw& wriwtun daaumaasm from Armg Uroup and tmzm hma&-

gquartere 7 : e
Thie pooy baa oome ta the Maocr and n&t to me. -
Pid you ever go over this po0p with tna @agor maé marik for éiwtr&baﬁion

whpre L% wes’ wuppcmw.vto zo? .
I-sever did but I balieve . thay. waa the way iu was dond,

Yéu have o cesesps. ospter 7 «

% have & shief alerk and he m&ka the d&mbrlbntion.

On any quo«bion t&a& yaa did not know, iid you tans id up wich the
fajor 7 ‘ ,
}\Q' I &ﬁu mtn o B . :n . . . .
On whet basis &id, yuu Teport to the &rmy the disgovery of 30 casen of
Berlin Stadtbibliothek books found oloee to Arnwubsrg bafore ? -

In %he poop tp Army with tas wummary. I had ap@aeﬁ euvaral'bax@a to
chook what was in thew ¢

These people who worksd for you = - did they tzl£ 0ut F?agmoogwu ?
The CI8 oheoked thea, _

Did the Httle's f’ill out Fra: ﬁhﬁ@;{brz ? . i ,

Yoo thay d4id, that was approximately 2 or 3 @aekm ago. Approximately
eround the 24th of Septeabsr 1945, ;

Is it brue that the CIC investigate’ them iu 8, fow minutem ?

fes. The CIC had baan there before. Sy

o you know &qyﬁhinf about Ghess people?

A. I had hsard that they wers aoaimliy prominent paepl@ in trmnkfhrt, I

know thay wors aramineﬁt for tn@ 1&3& 20 yesrse

§ '2§; - | M;:f | 120284

fnug)  DECLASSHIED
98 .,'::*'rf"\z r]rlj’ 0§'7

‘ ,?‘(" REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCH
h/mcS HARS,. m [ ,



http:inPr&.nkt"u.rt
http:appro..xJ
http:V"~ae'h.re
http:mor.-u"rud.ft

£

N

e

LT )

i

© babhm 7
. YQMQ

;Aham &1& you gwh*tbim £n$mrmation fram ? : L
.?hay'aam@ into the of¥ice, lr. Rapp had Sold me thab he wag n grominaut
mun. That he had worked im the museum in ﬁ?ankfare.

Uid you know whut thiw m&a’a baakground wag ?

I 444 mot... "

Did you knnw hm maa ln tha pnrty b 4

v: ’;;’«_;, ‘ ﬁ? - o

Yeﬂo ‘
fnd despite thae knﬁwlaa&m ynu ‘took a&vantagu of his hompit&lity ?
The faot thet he wie pleked up from the party and removed for helpimg

-the Jewe didn't seem to make the Party commeotions important,

Do you kumow thet we have a @paaial Branch 3uxt for inva&tigattng‘ﬁ&s@a
like thisn ? ‘ jaf Y, o
Yon. e G |
And your Easaiml Brana ﬂid not kmaw sbout this man °

i

Do you inow about tba levtter thet was written for this pan ?Pﬁa sai&

be would like %o dp some work snd et beok on his fest,

Do you know shmt he nad soted ne &gprmiﬁer of Jowish art works ?
Koo

ihen he aali thwﬁﬁ thindﬁ %o you, wqe,&tﬂih@ra any quertion in your

‘mind that he had $o.have a lisenes $0 do such a thing ?

I 4o oo% know, I kiow that thers were p@oal% from F?a&kfurt who came
to buy things there: mluo,
On what besis did, yau pat @h?ﬁrﬂm@nt traaa“art&hian at the dispossl

of vhese prople to bring theee thinge beok from Ded Urb and Imny ?
Ao

1 bad approval Pfrom Transportstion Officer and She CC.

Before anything oould be removed you should have permisuion from the
Pime Artoe ewnd Monumente from imt =3 $o move thaps ?

1 elwsys ot the Major's pernission before I went aheed to do it.

‘ vhﬂar whose mutherity dic you proocaslts employ gour staff ghgg o

leoting thess books out Hingen 7
Iz@aMﬁ down here end talked to Eajoe Irvian and 391u him what wag gning

‘on pnd got% hix pepmiszion %o do thia.

vid émdor Irvin know that theee nol*mo%ienn were under guard by the
Hilivery troupa in- shﬂﬁ ares 7 .

I do not kmow, ' . v

Ui¢ you obtzin & Frawwbuawr Frum Freu Orape 3

Bo, I did not, The CIC (ant oams there and talke. to all of Lhesm.
Yo woe the npecial awant involvei in roresninyg this womsn 7

it wae » fag fello "1 sannot tell you hiw name,

Yo o formal rﬁqn& 3 sade Lo soreen ehaes pespl@ before you smmleyﬁ&

How 4id &ha LIG aa
I waw 4. ﬁﬁ&f&h&n
aim bhat =g wusuﬁa
to wee LT he *vfou.a,&
PLd you hnve-a wrid
I 40 mot know. . :
You hsd o ﬁammmniawtnun hltu,xﬁu who worsomad the people you wore
gelns %o @mgﬁav kI .

“ha $1C was 2Ry bhde

m}iw in aamrge ef the &wt&abﬁant at &i&zamn and told
Lavs wome wars dome, and Gefore any were swvloggd
over them asd sheok thom,

mm¢s riport oh thax 7
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‘curronsy Y.
Yau.

Yo were gﬂl w %o @wplqy them 7

They weérs -‘bwing enploypd hy the Landrat,
dasn't Gpeelal Branoh set up in late July ¢
I casnot tell you thst.

You never had Frau Grape £811 aut & Fragﬁbmgan, just what the GEG

said verdelly. They do not have a record of uoreening them.
I do not know about that, Sbe bud the keye to sverybing bthere,
#hen you v%id ﬁga “ttle & fbr this utu?f did you use cesupation

Did Melor xhraﬁaﬁeu res ovsupncion mo»qy too ?
I do not know,
¥az the atulf ymu want home aent by paroel pusl 7

Yaa, K i :
Haaw 1% a1l mnzl&& from thae Germam 3sn@ ks

Yo, :
Hone was m@zl@a Prom iux@wdaurs ? ,
W, x\aa not. kn¢w. The packsyge oiignt u&vﬁ basn meiled by owr drivsr

but an f&r sa- I ioiow they ware. mwxle¢ in the Usrsan Zone.
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Submribed mnid sworn vo buiors me
Dermatadt, Germiny.

Aboub. uhia eain ﬁOll&OﬁiOﬂa.ﬁh@(éWﬁ®d that < ?

A hailif? whe, Worksd for ﬁL@m??iﬂﬂ&&ﬁ SolmBewlion,

fow waluable. ix iv # :

I do not knnw.

Did Bangert oome up to Gisusen Yor » dob,'aud uim home wes in
¥ragk fart 'i’w :

Y‘e YJ'
You nover m@tAhlm antil e same Lo wOrk iz decvar ?
No., H» came to the door and asked for work,

Is ¥iss Taipel ;nuaraateﬂ in solleotionn Hoo 7

Ho. .

And you esy thm %%teri@l you purchaged wag origiasl in desigm 7
#ith my Prepoh background 1 am intarested in Frenen things.

You would may Lt waw mastly l8th aantu:y

Yoo,

Did you talf m@ s\at yow naé. t‘Laau to & Hajor in your ’Mh&chm@ut
adbout. cpaninv*up a shop in Palm ‘priongs?

You, The HBajor. eaid bhat ne tnought I ahould %0 out to leifernia
with my flare; that Palm ! “pringswould “be & good plase, I do mot
gare to  returd to wori for tne United Shoe Hechine Go and I was
tﬁinxiuﬁ of @attinw a. job with « {riand of mine =ho is about to
open = =hop. £ Hr, Prank Bsrnes of Bouton«

Md you avar dinbumg thae poun-ibility of imgortxn~ niage from the
fttlets 7 7

Of not importing this mw’&ieul ar m;uu, but if I evar wnnbmd éﬁﬂhi!&,
they told me thay would look srecund ler me,

They hava he@r Anstrunon b“l in looa;ng up tuingy for you ?

Y‘Q He
e Ban. art avwr ﬂl@ﬂv wit: you when you bought any of tnis abdff ?

Yaux No..Mim@ T-ipal waw rlong with ue somatimes,

Ao
¥ H Bl
ldp of&l ﬁr ncﬁ .
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j . ' W1shing te ac uire prﬁperty of_ “,ﬁ
4 ‘Mr. Ettla repaatedly assura ‘me to the abeve fact. He 11

I was tharefere unﬁer the firm convietion that mmnng

_ths pictures I had anuired through Ettle thara Were none- of :

© .. Jewigh origin. When Beveral weeks ago I was requested for

A thé pleture listed as No. 1 (Kowalski "Bauernhochzeit®)
under the restitution law I was most surprised and angry

-at the way Ettle
after which hé informed me that he had not scquired this

. plcture from.the previous owmer, who was a Jew, -but from‘

“this Jew's agent, Dr; Hofecker from: Frankfurtﬂﬂain, wha ¥

"had offared this pictu*e to. Ettla. ‘f, :

c&uree are thll in tha room of my villa 1n
1aqueat ‘of the Amt flr V“rmﬁgenskontrolla. they
I ‘herewith give my solemn asgurance that I
thése pictures into other hands and that
ginin my possession until the question of

which, upon
were Btored
ﬁw1ll nod. gl
. they.will
. their:resti

= Concewning the pictura by Kowalaki "Ungarische Hcoh-
-zeit" my“i“Wy’r, Heérr Dre» Wiedmann, Stuttgsrt, is actually
-eorresponding with . the pravioua ownear ccneerning this
pictura. N S ;

gt Sinﬁerely yeﬁré o
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- nad acted. I made him bitter. rapxaadhaa B

A

n- hes been clarifiads Should this peraenal RTINS
guarantee of .mine-nét suffice I request you t6 nameé a R
. custedian and +if possible~ the same cuetodian who wes 1n

charge of my propartg yxeviausly.-;- ,
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