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NOTICE OF CLAIM

Pursuant to the proviéions éf Public Law 626, 83rd Congress,

Second Session, and to thé Executive'Order issued January 13, 1955,
by the President of the Unitéd,siates. entitled "Administration of
Section 3? (h) of the Trading with the Enemy Act", ,he foliowing
notlce of claim is flled. |

le Claimant:

The claimant is the Jewish Restitution Successor Organi-
zation. Its offices are Suite 800, 270 Médiéon Avenue New York<16,
New York. The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization has been
designated as successor in interest to deceaséd personé by Executive
Order of Jamuary 13, 1955, pursuant to Public Law 626, 83rd Congress,
Second Session,

2. Name of person for whom JRSO claims as successor in

interest:

2 (a) ' Address of such person, if known:

3. Vesting order involved:

o~

-

4, On the basis of such information as is available to it,

the Jewlsh Restitution Successor Organization beiieves’that the
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Section 32 (a) (2) (C) or (D) of the Trading with the
Enemy Act, as amended, and tﬁat the said Jewlsh Restitution
Succéssor Organization is aKAualified success;r to such
person under the provisions of Subsection (h) of Section 32
of the Trading with the Enemy Act.

5, Remarks:

(signed)

Secretary,Jewish Restitution Successor
Organization

Date:
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MEMORANDUM

You may be interested in the following statistical data concerning

the relation between the recoveries in the British Zone of the J,T.C,
and the Beneral Trust Corporation (Algemeine Treuhand Organization -
ATO) which was the Successor Organization for non-Jewish property, I
think that this data mey be of some value both in connection with our
Augtrian negotiations 2s well =8 in connection with the implementation
of the Heirless Property legislation in the Unlted States,

The official statistical materisl is conteined in the monthly statistics
issued by the Internal Restitution Section of the Office of the U, K,
High Commissioner. I have here available only the figures for November
1953 which give the following plecture! -~

’ J..TO Ct . Au Tp Oi
Awards and Settlementg Number  Yalue . Number Yalue
Restituted Real Bstate . 1012 Y
Settlements 2854 DM 10,261,182 25 o 89,270
Mortgages ‘ 213 BM 921,710 1 RM 11,000
Reich Claims " 1647 RM 7,027,619 124 BM 680,000
The total of ascertained velues of awards and settlements is given as:—
J, T, C, A A, T, O,
DM 10,396,982 DM 92,868
RM 8,255,556 RM 691,403

You will notice that no value has been set against the numbers of resti-
tuted real estate, This is gquite clear, as the velue was not known to
the Office of the U, K, High Commissioner, neither did they know the
Einheitswerte which might serve as¢ provisional valuation, There are
considerable divergences between the JIC figures given in this statis-
tic and our own precise figures which show that the statistics of the
Internal Restitution Section are either not quite accurate or that

there 1s a certain time lag involved. Nevertheless, they show that the
ATO recoveries are only a fraction of our own recoveries, Our own es-

timate is that thelr value certainly does not amount to more than 13%
of the Jewish property,

,/.
¢

~~\‘ (xuﬂ.'{?/ / \ G tAA
Saul Kagan d ‘
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Press Release v m e e ;”H . January 13, 1955

B I T T R T T T B e

R
THE WHITS HOUSE

The President today signed -an”ekédutive orddridésignating the
Jewlsh Restitution Successor Organization (JRSO), a New York chari~
table membership corporation, as an organization’ auntBorized to ‘re-
.. Gelye unclaimed property as successor in interest of certain deceased
' ‘“v;ctims of Nezl’ persecution which ia héld by the' Attorney General une-
" aer’ the- Trading ‘with the Enemy: Agt!-The President's” action was taken
© 7 pursdantito” Public Law 626, B3d Congress, approved Kugust 23,1954,
amending section 32" ‘of thé" Trading with thé Ememy Adt.:" ' Thé ‘President
hag algo authorized the Attorney General to gdminister the act,

Previous, legislation enacted by Congress permita the Attorney
General to return enemy proPthv seizbd &uring World War 11 in cases
where the owners 6f” the proper§y belongad to groups which were per-
secuted by the Nazl Government of the governments of other enemy
.countries, Where such owners have died, the Attorney General may
““make Teturns’ tothelr helrsl “However ," iﬁ'sBma instances, the seized
: ‘j“?propertv ig' unclaimeﬁ becauge ‘there’ are no” surviviﬁg heirs, Public
LU Law 626 alithorizés the transfer of Buch "Helrléss" ‘pFéperty to one
‘or ‘more’ Ameticen: nonprofit ‘charitable 6Pzanizatisons désignated by
., the President, for use in the rehabllitation and settlement, on the
o 'bpeidtof ‘need, of" pereons 4n the United Stétes ‘who are eurvivors of
”pereecuﬁed groups.’ Saf eguards are’ provided however. for retransfer

v of i then property ehould 1t aubsequentl' 8 ppar that there are eligible
e *heire. s

By s e

v Public Law- 626 18" aimilar to Milltarv Government Lew 59 which
was put into effect in the United States: Zone- of Gccupied Germany in
1947, Under the program made poseible by Lew 59, unclaimed property
of decensed Jewish vietime ‘of ‘Nazt’ pereecﬁticn ‘'wag -turned over to

. JRS0 'to 'be ﬂevoted to” the Follef of the’ survivors among such victims,

_1” JRSO. ‘which’ wag founded in 1947 by 1ead1ng Jewish welfare groups in

- wthis country in’ anticipation of Law’ 59, made: an excellent ‘record in

carrying out” that program.- JBSO'a work 1n Uermany “hae-‘commended 1t

to the President for deaignaﬁion to carry out similar work in this
countrv nn&er Public Law 626 ‘
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
IR . 270 Madison;Avenue

New York 16, N, Y,
Chpnaeat it dooyteaadl 0 s,

‘ i? January.1955

MEMORANDUM

PF@FWEU
Executive Committee - A o ! ? L wup.‘“"g
Members of the Board . Lo u‘:'lety No.

Member Organizatione;A o
' R FILF No 7()3’0 o

Saul Kagan

Pleasg be advised that the Preeident has designated the Jewish

Réstitution Succeesor Organization ae the' sucCeaaor organizaxicn under
" United gtatea Paublic Lew 626, ‘The following 18’ the text of the Executive
Order and press release 1saued by’ the White House, '

L

EXECUTIVE ORDER e

mmnietmtion of Section 32 (h)
ofvthe Trading with the Enemy &ct

By virtue of the authority veated 1n' me by the Trading

'with the Enemy: Act, as amended (50 U.S.C. “App. 1  et'®eq,), and

‘‘‘‘‘‘

by saction 301 of title 3 of the United: Btates Code (65 Stat. 713),
and as Prasident of the' Uhited States, 1t 19 ordered ae follows:

Section p " The Jewish Reatitubion'Succesaor Organization.

& charitable membership organizetion incorpcrated under the lawo

of the State of New York, is hereby desigrniated 'as succeseor in
interest to deceased persons in accordance with and for the pur—

,poses of subsection (h) of section 32 of the Trading with the

my Act, as added by Public Lew 626, approved Auguat 23, 1954
(68 Stat’. 767) : :

‘Sacfion 2, Exéluéive'of"thé function vested in the President
by the first sentence of the said subsection (h) of Section 32 of
the Trading with the Enemy Act. the Attorney Gemeral shall carry

_out the functione provided for in that subgection, including the

powers, dutiee, ‘suthority and diecretion- thereby vested in or con-
ferred upon ‘the President; and functions under the sald subsection -
are hereby delegated to the Attorney ‘General, and the Attorney
General 1s hereby designated thereunder. accordingly,

Section 3. The Attorney General may delegate tokany officer
and agency of the Department of Justice such of his functions under
this order as he may deem neceasary,

DWIGHT D, BISENHOWER
THE WHITE HOUSE

January 13, 1955

Jover/
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.'.retransfer of the property should it subsequently ‘appear .that there are’;

-

_FileNo..__ ¢} 37)\_ A

‘of- Nazi psrsecution which is held- by the Attorney General undcr the
‘Trading with the Enomy Act.’ The Prosidont's action was taken: pursuant
to'Public'Law 626, 83d Congress, approved August 23, 195k, ‘amonding
section 32 of tho Trading with the Enemy Act. The President has aISO*“

E authorized thoe Attorney Genaral to administor the act.

-

Nazi Government or the governmonts of other’ enemy countries.
owners have died, the Attorney General may make returns to thoir heirs.

are no surviving heirs. Public Law 626 authorizes the transfcr of such :
‘"heirless" property to one or more American-nonprofit charitable organi-
zations designated by the President, for use in the rehabilitation and -
settlement, on the basis of neced, of persons in the United States .who are
survivors of persecuted groups. Safgguards are provided, howgver, for

eligible heirs.

_Public Law 626 is similar to Mllitary Government Law 59 whlch was .
put-into effect in the Unitcd States Zone of Occupied Germany in 19&?.'»%
Under the program made possible. by Law 59, unclaimed property of decoased
Jowish victims of Nazi persecution was turned over “to JRSO to ba devoted :
to the relief.of the survivors among such victims. JRSO, which was foundeds
in l9h7 by leading Jewish welfare groups ih this country in anticlpation ofi*
'Law 59, made an excellent rccord in, carrying out that program. J RSO's work::;
"in Germany has commended it to the President for designation to carry ou
similar work in thls country under Public Law 626. E

o
o m ow m ol o oW o m om owm e e m owm ow om o

EXECUTIVE ORDER .

Administretlon of Section 32 (h)
of the Trading with the Enemy Act

Act, ds amended’ (50 U.S5.C. App.. l et seq. ), and' by -section 301 of- title"j
‘of the: United States Code (65 Stat. 713), and as President of'the UnitedW

?%:

danca ‘with and for the purposes - of subsection (h) ‘of:, section 32 cfnthew

Trading with the Enemy Act, as, added by Public Law 626,*approved“l
195h (68 Stat. ?6?) . A
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rrﬁglicatgan for Designation as Successor Organization

Pursuant to the terms of Public Law 626, 83rd Congress,
the Jewish Restitution Successor Orgenization herehy applies for ‘ /
designation by the President as a successor organization for heirless
and unclaimed property of persons as hereinafter described who
would be eligible to receive returns under the provisos of subdivision
(¢) or (D) of subsection (&) (2) of section 32 of the Trading with the

Enemy Act, as amended.

1. Nature and Background of Jewish Restitution Successor
Organization '

The Jewish Rgstitution Successor Organization is a charitable
membership organization, incorporated under the laws of the State of
New York, The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization was in-
corporated, under the name of the Jewish Restitution Commission,
pursuant to certificate of incorpoiation filed in t he office of the
Secretary of State of New York onthe 15th day of llay 1947, Its name
was changed to the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization puxjikjjjﬁ
to certificate executed onthe 29th day of July 1948, o

Attached hereto are copies of. the certificate of incorporation
of the Jewish Restitution Commission and of a certificate of change

of name,

As stated in the certificate of incorporation, the Jewisi: ilesti-
tution Successor Orgamization was founded primarily "To a ssist, aid,
help, act for and on behalf of, and as successor to, Jewish persous,
organizations, cultural and charitable funds and foundations, and come
munities, which were victims of Nazi or Foscist versecution and dis-
crimination, in all matters relating to claims for the restitution of
property and property rights of every nature and description, and for
compensation and indemnification arising out of loss or damage
suffered by them in consequence of such persecution and discrimina-
tion, and in connection witht he foregoing to discover, claim, acquire,
receive, hold,maintain, manage, administer, hire, liquidate, and
otherwise dispose of property and property rights of every nature
and description for the benefit of victims of Nazi or Fascist persecu~
tion or discrimination, and to apply the income therefrom, the
increments thereto, and the proceeds thereof for the relief, rehabili-
tation, reestablishment, resettlement and immigration of such victims,

- all in accordance with the laws and policies established by the Govern-
‘ ments or authorities in control of the countries, or areas, vhere any
or all of the foregoing activities may be carried on", The Jewish
lestitution Successor Organization (hereinafter referred o as JRSO)
has so acted since the date of its incorporation,

2. Persons to Whom JRSO Seeks to Act as Successor

The JRSO requests that it be designated as successor to
é any persons, eligible for return of their property pursuant to
b section (a)(2)(C) or (D) of the Trading with the Enemy Act, es amended,
who were persecuted as Jews on grounds of race or religion,

| ~ | o 122145
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3. Purjgoses for which ?eturned Property or Prooeeds
Will Bg Used

In accordance with its Chartef, the JRSU' proposes to use all
property or proceeds returned to it, in accordance with the statute,
for the rehabilitation and settlement of persons who have been persecuted

on said religious or racial grounds.

4e Assurances Reguired by Statute

The JRSO hereby gives firm assurance that:

(i) The property or interest returned to the JRSO, or the
proceeds of any such prOperty or interest, will be used on
the basis of need in the rehabilitation and settlement of
Jewish persons in the United States whu suffered substantial
deprivation of liberty or failed to enjoy the full rights of citizen-
shi within the meaning of subdivigfon (C) or D) of section 32

{)2) of the Trading with the Enemy Act, as amended:

(i1) The JRSO will ‘transfer, at any time within two years

from the time that return is made, such property or interest

or the equivalent value thereof to any persons whom the President
or such officer or agency as may act for him withint he terms of
the Trading with the Enemy:.dct shall determine to be eligible
under section 32 to claim as owner or successor in interest to
such owner by inheritance, d evise or bequestj

(iii) The JRSO will make to the President, with a copy to be

_ furnished to the Congress, such reports (including a detailed

< annual report on the use of the property or interest returned to
the JRSO or the proceeds of any such property or interest) and

, . permit such examination of its books. as the President or such

b officer or agency may from time to time requires and - ‘

; (iv) The JRSO will not use such property or interest or the

'. proceeds of such property or interest for legal fees, salaries,
or any other administrative expenses connected with the

filing of clalms for or the recovery of such property or
1nterest.

5, The filing of this application for designation as a
successor organization pursuant to Public Law 626, 83rd Congress,
has been expressly authorized and approved by the Executive Committee
of the Board of Directors of the JRSO, which is empowered so to act,

Respectfully submitted:

Monroe Goldwater, President

i Saul Kagan, Secretary

122146
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Memorandum in Support of dpplication of Jewish Restitution Successor
Organization for Designation as Successor Organiza

Pursuant to Public Law 626, 83rd Congress

The Jewish Restitution Successor Organizstion, a membership
organization incorporated under the laws of the State of New York,
has applied for designation as a successor organization under the
terms of Public Law 626, 83rd Congress, approved August 23, 1954,
The following is set forth in support of the application of the Jewish
Restitution Successor Organization, hereinafter referred to as the

JRSO, :

1, The JRSO was first incorporated under the name of the

Jewish Restitution Commission in 1947. (The name was subsequently,
.in 1948, as is set forth in the application, changed to the Jewish
Restitution Successor Organization, for the reason that the latter
name more accurately described the functions of the organization,)

It was set up, however, from the outset for the specific purpose of
acting as a successor organization, under legislatlon similar to

and identical in purpose with Public Law 626, It was anticipated in
1947, when the JRSO was first set up (the term JRSO is used equally -
to refer to the Jewish Restitution Commission), that provision would
be made in various laws for successorship to so~-called heirless and
unclaimed property. Long before the capitulation of Germany, the
Allied powers had considered measures to assure that those persons

who acquired property by force and duress would not be ailsuad the
peaceful possession of their ill-gotten wealth, The London Declzra-
tion of 1943, for example, declared that transfers under duress

would not be countenanced, ‘Pyrsuant to these general policies, the
United States Gevernment, at the end of 1947, enacted }Militery Covern-
ment Law 59, which was a law for iie restitution of identifiable property
in the American zone of Germany., This law contemplated the designation
of an organization which would act as a successor to heirless or
unclaimed property of persons who suffered persecution under the

Nazi regime,

. In e 1948, the United Statés authorities in Germany .
designated the JRSO, which had been set up in anticipation of these
: events, as "the successor organization authorized to claim Jewish
E property, as hereinafter defined, pursuant to the terms of e¢eees
B , Military Law 59". This dsignation’was incorporated in Regulation
‘ No, 3, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 to this
memorandun, .

% ~ Other articles of Regulation No., 3 defined Jewish property
and specified the status, powers and obligations of the JRSO,

2. Since its designation in June 1948, the JRSO has carried

on an intensive program for the benefit of surviving Jewish perse-

cutees and hasacted in its stated capacity 6f a successor organi-
: zation, It has discharged its duties to the satisfaction of the imerican
authorities and has fulfilled its function both of claiming heirless and
unclaimed property and applying the proceeds thereof for its stated
purpos:;, anitﬁfgisiisting individual persecutees and claimants in
connection w eir own claims ‘

| e | 122147
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The role of the JRSO has been officially recognized, in con-
nection with consideration of S, 2420, the bill which became Publie
Law 626, In Report No. 2451, 83rd Congress, 2nd session, the
Hquse Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee stated that:

", . . Approximately 90 percent of the heirless property which is
likely to be turned over to charitable organizations to be used for
resettlement and rehabilitation purposes, as provided for in the
proposed legislation, is of Jewish origin. A4n organization which
plans to apply to the President for designation as successor in inter-
est is the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization which is a
charitable organization 1ncorporated under the laws of the State
of New York, This organization wus appointed by General Clay,
pursuant to Military Government Law Mo, 59, as the successor
organization authorized to claim Jewish property in Germany,* 4
similar statement 1s found in the Report of the House Iitterstate
and Foreign Commerce Committee in the 8lst Congress (Report
No, 2338, 8lst Congress, 2nd session, to accompany S. 603),

In the discussion of S, 2420 on the floor of the House of
Representatives, on August 8, 1954, Mr, Klein stated (Congressional
Record, page 12829): "Incidentally, may I point out that the military
government law in Germany today, which was administered by General
Clay, has a similar law which states that such money should be
: turned over to an organizatlon which will use it for the benefit of
o persecutees of similar religions or similar political groups, which
: is all we are trying to do here. The organization which was set up
at that time in Germany by the administration, and approved by
‘ General Clay, is-a similar organization; in fact, t he same_organization
; as I believe will be gelected by the President." (emphasis added)

The role of the JRSO as a successor in interest to heirless
and unclaimed property in the United States has also been judicially
\ establisheds See In the Matter of Henry Ollesheimer, Deceased,
| Surrogate's Court New York, decreexof 16 November, 1953,

3. The JRSO's application 1s supported by the following
American organizations, all of which are membsrs of the JRSO:

Agudas Israel World Organization

American Jewish Committee

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc,
: Jewish Agency for Palestine
" Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc,
' World Jewish Congress

4e The JRSO should be d681gnated as the sole organization
authorized to act as a successor to property of persons who were
persecuted as Jews on religious or racial grounds. It would not be
administratively feasible for more than one organization to act as
.a succéssor to a particular category of heirless or unclaimed
property. The task of tracing such property and of filing appropriate
claims for it, within the rather brief statutory period, is one of
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considerable magnitude and of great complexlty. The nature of
the task is such that it must be done as a unity, by a single organi-
zation, which will be able to claim all property falling within the

specified category.

At the same time, it should be recognized that the JRSO is
not itself a relief operating agency, It will discharge its responsi-
bilities by distribution of such funds as may accrue to it, for purposes
specified by the statute, tooperating relief agencies. These latter
relief agencies need not be, and indeed in many cases will not be,
members of the JRSO itself, Designation of the JRSO as the sole
successor organization with respect to Jcwish property, therefore,
would in no way prejudice, and will in fact maximize, the utilization
of the claimed property for the specified purposes.

5. The spplieation &f the JRSO limits its request for designa-
" tion to designation as a successor to Jewish property and specifies the
, use of the property or its proceeds for Jewish relief purpcses. It is
: felt that other organizations can more. appropriately discharge resnonsi-
bilities with respect to non-Jewish properties and persecutees, since
the JRSO has from the outset operated in, and is consequently exrert
in, only the field of Jewish claims and Jewish relief needs, ilevarthe-
; less, the JRSO proposes to take whatever steps are fensible to furnish
‘ information with respect to possible non-Jewish claims to other
giipriate organizations, and to cooperate fully with such other
interested organizations, As stated in the Report of the House Com-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, the great bulk of the
property involved, and of the persecutees involved, are Jewigh, In
the course of the work preparatory to filing claims for-this property,
information relating to non-Jewish properties may well be developed,
: This information will, of course, be available to such organizations
‘ as may be designated in the non-Tewish field, which should greatly
! Teduce or eliminate administrative costs for such organizations,

In this latter connection, it may be pointed out that the pro-
visions of Public Law 626 require that administrative expenses and
similar charges connected with the filing of claims for or the recovery
of properties or interests not be charged against the properties or
interests recovered. These funds will be provided the JR30 from
sources other than assets falling within the scope of Public Law 626,

6, The appropriate officials of the JRSO are at any moment
c - prepared to consult with such officer or agency as the President may
S designate on any matters connected wmth the applicatlon to which this
“ memorandum is attached,
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' ‘September 23, 19§£yj
Hr. Charles Kapralik o
Cerilbral Hritish Fund

Woburn House, Upper Woburn Place
London W.C. 1, England

Dear Charles: Re: Successor for lecovery of Assets in U.3,

Ben may lLiave told you that after nany years of effort
the orgzanizations here were successful in bringing about the
passage of a law in the U,5. Congress providing for the appoint-
ment of a successor organization for the recovery of assets
vested by the U.S. office of the alien property custodian
as enemy property. You may know that in 1946 the U.S. Congress
passed a law which provided for the retum of such assets to
surviving victims of Nazl persecution. The present law reaffirms
the principle that unclaimed and heirless property of persecutees
shall be applied for the benefit of needy victims,

I am encloamp for your information the report of
+he House of Reprcsentatlves vhich gives you the text of the
bill as well as some of the history of our ef{forts in this
area. Ib occurs 1o me: that you may wish to explore the possibil=
ities of bringing aboul. similor action in Bpitain. 1 know
nothing about Lhe efforts which may already have been put forth
in Britain since the end of the war regarding this problem.

I would be interested -to know what you think about Lhe
general idea and its possibilities for implementation. The
JRS0 has ap )lied for designation as a successor organization
under the .3, law, I also belleve that it would be importamt
| ‘ to explore the idea again in view of the increased requirements
_ for funds to aid persecutees residing in Britain. I expect
i that we will have a chance to d:mcuss it more fully when we
: ' meet in Uegtober,

Wishing you a Happy New Year,

I ‘ Sincerely yours,

SAUL KAGAN
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JRSO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

September 9, 1954

Present: Mr, Monroe Goldwater, Presiding
Mr, Maurice M, Boukstein
Dr, Solomon Goldemith
Dr, Bugene Hevesi
Mr, Abrsham Hyman
Mr, Morris Laud
Dr, Isasac Lewin
Dr, Nehemash Robingon

ar | : 1 Mr, Goldwater referred to the

recent mailinga to ths membere of the Executive Commi ttee, setting forth the
yrovisions of the recently enacted heirless property bill in the U, S, Under
this law the President is authorized to appoint one or more succesgsor organiza-
tions to file claims for assete presently vested by the Office of Allen Pro-
perty, (OAP) which can be presumed as having been owned by persecutees who
perished without leaving heirs, Under the already exlsting provisions of the
law 1living persecutees may claim the release of their property, and the present
bill extends this right to successor organizations, on behalf of those who
perished,

It was pointed out that the designation of a successor organization ertailed
a number of problems which would have to be kept in mind, Under the law, for
example, none of the funds recovered might be used for sdministrative purposes,
and the organization designated as successor must be prepared to assume the ad-
ministrative expenses involved. The law further provides that the successor
organization must file claims for individual assets presumed to have been
owned by persecutees and now heirless or unclaimed, . These ngsets are not presently
collected in a particular fund, Information would have to be searched out of
the records of the OAP, a determination made whether an individual claim was
filed, and,if not, evidenca presented that the former owner was in fact a
pereecutee. Since this may be a task of tremendous scope, it would be essential
to work out with the Alien Property Office definite procedures concerning the
manner of filing and proof,

Mre Kagan reported that a preliminary survey of the lists of accounte is
already being prepared to test for Jewish-sounding names, This task is of
course made difficult by the fact that there is no indication for which of t he
assets claims have been filed by living claimants, At the same time, it would

- presently appear very difficult to obtain from the Office of Alien Property
a list of accounts for which no claims have yet been filed.

It was further reported that a number of organizations have already made
inquirdes and have indicated their desire to be considered as successor organi-
zations, Mr, Kagan pointed out that a number of organizations, misled by pub-
licity stories, proceeded on the assumption that there is actually a readily
available fund of money, for a share of which they are applying, There was
clear indication, however, that should the JRSO apply for successorship, 1t
would be deeignatea as the sole successor orgenization for former Jewlsh held
assets, which were now Heirless or unclaimed,

It was also pointed out that under the law it would be poseidle for the
JRSO to be designated for gll assets of former persecutees, both Jewish
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and non-Jewish, The JRSO might conceivably claim all such assets and then
work out agreements with non-Jewish organizations concerning their distribution,
It was the strong feeling of the meeting, however, that this should be avoided
and that the JRSO ghould confine itself entirely to former Jewish~held assets,

. Mr, Kagan also reported that Mr, Katzen, the adviser on Jewish matters of the
Republican National Committee, has expressed his readinsss to assist the JRSO,

It was the decision of the meeting that the JRSO ghould apply as successor
organi zation for formerly Jewish-held and now heirless or unclaimed assets, the
proceeds to be vsed for Jewish victims of Nazi Persecution, The gpestion was
raised whether this limitation to Jewish assets alone would require at this time
a "pro-rating" of the overall 3 million ceiling for a Jewish successor organization,
It was felt, however, that no particular reference to this should be made in the
application, Nor was it really expected that this question would be raised at
this time by the Government, particularly in view of the fact that former Jewish
accounts are believed to constitute about 90% of the potential assets,
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Dear Ben,

Saul gave me a copy of your letter No. 2021 (file 7080) dated Aug.
26 re Amendment to the Trading with the Enemy Act,

I don't believe that anyone would question the wisdom of a
general olaim and of a bulk settlement, However, they are two ideals
none of which may materialize, A general claim is different from the
gshort form which you used in Germany; the bulk settlements in Germany
were made on the basis of individually claimed properties, even if some
of them were doubtful,

You say nobody knows what "notice of claim" is, I don't believe
you are right. You may not be aware of the fact that the bill was based
on what was known at that time (about six years ago) as the "Robinson
plan.” I brought the question of heirless assets into rolling in a
meeting of representatives of the State Department, Treasury and the
Office of Alien Property called by the then Assistant Seoreatry of State
for Economic. Affairs. A short while thereafter I subtmitted the first
draft which was then reworded in consultations between me, Eli Rock and
the Legislative Branch of the Department of Justice. This draft was
little changed, except recently in the House, 5o far as I recall the

"notice of claim" was meant to be the same thing as & olaim by a living
owner: an application for a given property, not a general proclsmation
of the intent to claim all Jewish assets, This does not mean that we
should not try to get eway with a general claim. A bulk settlement was
not excluded but probably only on the basis of individual claims, Howe
ever, we should try to have our olaim"bought up" as such.

As you see, that bill was drafted at a time when little, if any,
oxperience was available on ascertaining Jewish claims. One thing we
were aware of: proof of being heirless was diffioult. We included, how-
ever, the possibility of e ¢laim on this basis because it did no¥ harm and
we thought that the experience in Gemany may lead to such proef in
coertain instances,
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There is quite a substantial' difference between olaims in Germany
and here, If you flled there a claim for a property whioch was not transferred
under duress you could expect the owner to disprove your claim, Here, all property
was vested on the basis of the owner being an enemy national and the owner need not
even be notified of our claim, Therefore I am inciined to believe that we have
no choice but to cheok all end every vested property on its Jewishness and try
to prove it (if we don't succeed in obtaining three Wwillion as a bulk settlement).
There are thousands of German Jews end many of the names which to you are only
"Abraham Cohens" are to them distimot persons. Obviously, any such checking
could only be made on the basis of the former address which, so far as I recall
from the files, is always availables

I don't know why Saul suggeatod to limit our olaims to persons coming
from Germeny. In practice, theywill represent the bulk of the owners because the
assets of nationals of Rumanie, Hungary, etc, were in most instances only blocked
(not vested) - the vesting was a5 a "mass action” directed mainly ageinst
German end Japanese properties, So far es I recall from the files, there were
some non-German vested propertles, mainly estates. Obviously, we are as much
interested in them, as we are in German assets, slthough it may in these cases
be even more difficult to find proof of Jewishness then in the instances of
German property. '

. With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

Mﬂi«u .

Nehemiah Robinson
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORQANIZATiON
29 Friedrichstrasse, Frankfurt/Main

26 Aupust 195k.

Mr. Saul Kagan

JRSO - New York . JRSC Hq. letter #2021
' File: 7080..

Dear Saul:s

"I have received and read with much interest the amendment to the
Trading with the Enemy Act. The post-war origins of the Act are clear
since at that time it was generally believed that, to a considerable
extent, whole families of German Jews had been exterminated, leaving large
amounts of heirless property. Nine years later our information is more
complete and we are now confronted with an Act based upon the old and
erroneous presumptions. The Jewish organizations are now called upon to
capitalize on this Pyrrhic victory. Despite my general scepticism I am

prepared to do all I can to increase the extent of Jewlish recoveries from
these sources. ) ‘

The problens appear to be divided into the following categories:

1. The Designation of the Subcessor Organization.

The President may designate one or more organizations as successors
in interest. In order to qualify the organization must give certain
assurance concerning the use of the funds and must be a non-profit, chari-
tahle corporation, incorporated before January 1, 1950 in the United States.

I believe the JRSO should apply for designation, supportlng its application.
on the following grounds:

a) Its qualjflcatlons within the terms of the law.

b) The fact that the Report on the Law stated explicitly that
the JRSO planned to apply for designation and was in the
minds of the legislators when the bill was passed (see
page 3 of Report to accompany S.2Li20).

¢) The precedents of JRSO's appointment under MG Law 59 and
the satisfactory experience during the first five years
of its operation {include our 5 year report).

d) Our recognition by courts in the United States as a lawful
successor to vested property by virtue of the Ollesheimer
case which was decided by the Probate Courts in New York.

Since several successor organizations are authorigzed under the terms
of the amendment it will be necessary to define the successorship of the
JR30. I believé that, as in the case of Law 59, we should limit our
interest to deceased persons who were members of a group which was perse-
-cuted by the enemy nations within the meaning of the act for reasons of
race or religion. We should attempt to have the d831gnat10n define what
constitutes proof of membership in the particular group since this is our
key problem. We should try to put in a clause to the effect that due
consideration must be given to difficulties in procurlng documentary
"substantiation, If at all possible we should try to obtain in the desig-
nation an authorization to make retuzn of the property or to provide.
reasonable compensation if, on the basis of all available facts, it appears
probable that the vested property belonged to a member of the designated
group.

The terms of the designation, ars of vital importance and must be
worked out carefully in consultation with the Office of the Alien Property
Custodian {0APC), (which I presume will act for the President in this
matter), and on the basis of a very careful consideration of the law. The -
objective in formulating the designation should be to make it possible for
the JRSO to reach a settlement with the OAPC without having to prove that
each particular piece of property was Jewish owned.
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2 The Filing of the Glaims.

~ The successor organization (presumably JRSO) nust file "notice
of claim before the .expiration of one year from the sffective date™. of
the Act. Presumably the President signed the Pill last week dnd the
‘notice of claim must be filed before sometime in August 1955. The law
does not prescribe what constitutes notice of claim and wé should therefore .
try to persuade the officials handling the matter that a general claim
-should be adequate, OSuch a claim would provide notice that we assert the
right of successorship to all property which may be Jewish and which
remains unclaimed after the filing deadline for private Jewish claimants
has expired. We can support our argument that a general claim should be
acceptable on the basis of our experience in the U.S8.Zone where, as you
recall, a short form was originally submitted and documentation subse-
quently supplied. We know from our experience that it is meaningless and
! costly to force us to claim everything individually and then withdraw most
' B of the claims because they are illfounded or unsupportable.

Under the provisions of Par.32(h)}{a) return may be made to the JRSO
- "before the expiration of two years from the vesting of the property" if it
appears that the former owner is dead and survived by no psrson eligible to
claim as his successor. I don't think that we can or should try to make
use of this provision. -The number of cases in which we could conceivably
prove that Abraham Cohen is actually dead and that he has no living
; relatives is totally insignificant. We should rely upon clause (b) which
- would allow the JRS0 to recover the property or the interest after two years
from the vegting date if no other claim is pehding. Since most, if not all
of these properties were vested over two years ago there is no delay in
relying on the second clause and ignorlng the first one, (I would guess
that the firat clause is a carryover from one of the orzginal drafts)

3« Proof of Validity of the Clalm:

There are only two items of proof required: '

a) That the property in question has not been claimed by a
person entitled to recover it under the law, and

b) That the property belonged to a person (legal or juridical)
who was a member of the group to which we succeed by
operation of law.

As far as a) is concerned, if we limit our interest only to those
items which remain unclaimed we will -have no problem of proof since the
OAPC will provide us with that fact. #As far as b) is concerned we have to
prove that the former owner was Jewish. This little chors is not soc easy.

Your letter of August 17, as I understand it, suggests that we start
assembling all the registries which may be available in Gérmany showing the
membership of pre-war Jewish communities., At best we would then have'a -
roster of some 600,000 persons who were formerly resident in Germany. At
worst, (and I fear the worst), we would have a few thousand names assembled
from scattered remnants of information. This list.could, if I understand
your reasoning correctly, then be comparad with the 20,000 or so names
g of persons whose property was vested by the OAPC. If we find identical

. names we ¢ould than assert that the persons are identical and if it appears
. that noone else has filed a valid claim we may have proved our case. The

Index to Orders, issued by the OAFC, which you sent me contains only the w

names and no addresses. There 1s no indication as to which of the properties ")

have already been returned since the early lists have not been amended. I -]
f fesl therefore that they don't bring us closer to solving our problem but o2
; may only complicate it. I have found, for example, the name of Abraham . vy

Cohen who, I may guess, was a Jew. 1 don't know whether he, or any of his —

heirs, have requested the return of the property, nor do I know his address.

Contd. P
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If T found that there was an Abraham Cohen who was head of the Juw1sh.
Gemeinde in Tuttlingen, and that there were 16 other Abraham Coliens living
in Germany, where am I? .

Your suggestion would also‘limit our claims to persons coming from
Germany. T don't find arything in the law which restricts us to that
extent. We should be ahle to claim the property of Jews from any of the
countries at war with the United States. Why should we neglect the
interests of the poor Jews from Hungary, Austria, Ttaly, Rumania, etc.?

I am sure that the Trading with the Enemy Act defined "enemies" rather
broadly and vested property of individuals and corporations from all parts
of the world. Some of these were undoubtedly Jews, and some of these were
undoubtedly heirless.

lie Simplified Procedure.

I think we can only act on thu basis of the r531dua1 properties
held by the DAPC after all deadlines for filing of individual claims have
expired. If we know the addrassus of parsons whose names appear to be
Jewish we can try to prove that they were Jewish by checking back'at their
former addresses, but this is a particular type of investigation which I
would be very happy to leave  you. I hope that after we have the roster
of unclaimed properties we can then go through the list and select Jewish
sounding names and try to persuade :'the OAPC that detailed proof is
impossible. TIn view of the clear intention of the Congress that up to
$ 3 million should be paid to a charitable successor organigation, and in
view of the obvious fact that some portion of the total must be Jewish and
must be heirless, perhaps, perhaps, I hope, T hope we can persuade the
OAPC to make a bulk settlement. Our experience in the American Zone and
the support of the State Department, General Clay, Mr. McCloy and me, for
such an approach may be persuasive. Wa also have the precedent in Art.8
of the Paris Reparations Agreement of December 19LS which provided for
%3 ghare” of all the non-monetary rold going to the organizations for
rehabilitation of vietims and the Five Power Agreement of June 19L6 which
also gave a percentage allocation based upon an estimate of the heirless-

.~ Jewish funds. I think a bulk settlement is the only feasible solution to
the whole problem. .
I would suggest that you, Sy Rubin and Abe Hyman discuss all of
these problems with whoever will deal with it in the OAPC. T will also
disecuss the problem around here a bit., After we have all done some more
thinking about it, and obtained some more information we will have to
exchange views 4in order to reach a decision on what action will be required.
I am sending you a fow copiss of this letter so that you may circulate
it among persons who are interested and who may have some constructive
ideas.

Cordially yours,
ég@kﬂw,
BENJAMIN B.FERENCZ

BBF.le

cc: N.Y. §
Mr:. Rubin 2
Dr. Weis
Dr. Katzenstbein
Dr, May
Dr. Schoenfeldt
Dr. Lachs : :
m.m@mmm@ o 122157
Dr. Rzichmann
"Mr. Jacobson
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Restitution Successor Organization

270 MADISON AVENUE
il /}% 'Ncw York 16, N. Y.

70%0 l August 19,; 1950

Tot Mr, Benjamin B, Ferencs
J.R,5,0, - Franikfurt

Dear Ben?

After six years of intensive effort and frustration, it was findlly
possible to obtain the pessage.of. the Heirless Property Bill by both Houges
of Congress., . The Bill hag now been submitted for the Presidentls signature
and I am certain that it will become®law. I sent you last week the text of
the Bill together with a covering memorandum which was..sent to the Executive
Committee of the J,R,5,0, I am enclosing.now a copy.of the report which ac-
companied .this Bill and which, I am sure, you will find of great interest,
As previously noted, the final amendments made by the .House restricted the
utilization. of the. funds to the United States and required that the adminie-
trative expenses connected with the claim and recovery of the assets not be
charged. against the proceeds, - o . :

The. J<R.S.0., of course, will apply for recognition. .as the Successor
Organization for Jewish heirless assets, The Executive Committee. of the
J.R.S,0. will have to act on this matter in the very near future (I expect
right after Labor Day) as the.Bill sets a one year limitation for the filing
of claims, . In order to get some idea of the magnitude of the problem, Sy

. end 1 met yesterday with a numbsr of .division and branch chiefs of the
Office of Alien Property, We started discussing the best method for filing
of claims by the Successor Organization on the basis of the records available
to the Office of. Alien Property, ' : '

_ It is clear to me that it will be impossible and impractical to
engage in any kind of general séarch operations- as was the.case with the
J.R.S,0, in Germany. The Bill, as you know, is limited to assets vested by
the Office of Alien Property:. The OAP-has & variety of records which would
have to be examined for the purpose of filing all claims, There are approxi-
mately 20,000 vesting orders which in many instences concern more than one
individuel, The.OAP. people steted. to us that the more. profitable records
for us to check are the so~called "Account" records which were established
j - for every person whoae.aga&&ﬂ;ggre.1nvp1ved_1n<a”vestingworder. ‘Of course,
1t 1g clear that the vast mssets are. not Jewish in origin, . A survey which
was conducted in 1950, on the bagis of which the organizations agreed to
the three million dollar ($3,000,000) ceiling in the Bill, showed at that

40 o
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‘time that about ten percent (10%) of the names may be Jewish, As

you know, Congress already in 1946 authorized the release of vested
asgets to victims of Nazi persecution and their heirs, A considerable
number of claims were of course filed by individusl claimants,

The OAP turned over to us a name index to the vesting orders, I have
sent you one set of these names, via alr parcel post, as I am convinced

. that tho best check can be made in Germeny agslnst our name indices and

handbooke containing the registry of members of pre~war Jewish communi-
ties. I would appreciate very much if you could set someonme to work on
this as quickly as possible as you know there is only a year's time

within which to file claims, It will also be very important for us to

get as quickly as possible an 1dea of the size of our problem in view of the
administrative costs for which funds have to be provided (by you, my Pal),

The best thing to do would be to turn this job over to Holstein's depart
ment and request the regionsal offices to send over to him the various
handbooks and lists which they should have from our claiming period, I
would very gppreciate if you would discuss with Weis this whole question,
He no doubt may have in his own files sizeable lists, as well as instruce

‘tions which were given in the fall of 1948 to the people whom we sent to

ingpect records and extract 1nformation involving persons with Jewish
sounding names, o

It would also be very 1mﬁbrtant if Holstein could obtain from Berlin the
1ist of the business firmes which were presumed to be Jewish, as one of
our real problems in this connection will be to ascertain whether assets
of amall corporations may not be Jewish owned, I guess. you never thought
six years to the day from the start of the J.R,S5.0. claiming operation
in Germany, we will be discuseing a new claiming prodlem,

Our present tentative plans are to screen the OAP liasts and to start
checking our extracts against the OAP records in order to determine
whether a title claim has been filed for the property, At a later atage
it will, of course, be necessary to obtain the cooperation of our regional
officesin Germany to document the fact that'Mr, Jacob Levy from Frankfurt’
was Jewish, There will no doubt be many other problems which will arige
in Wachington about which we will have to trouble you.

For the time being, I envisage that we will have to employ two research
investigators whose principal job would be to analyze the information
contained in the files of the' OAP, 1 think that our best bet would be
to look for some former staff members of the OAP who worked in the
Claims Division., As you know, a number of German refugees wers employed
by the OAP, We will have to ,of course keep down our administrative ox-
penses and one of the tentat{va thoughtd Sy and I had, would be to have

our people work somewhere in Sy's office, These things will have to be
worked out and formalized after Labor Day,
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The Executive Committee of the J,R,5,0, will have to formally
decide if 1t will apply for deésignation., In this connection
I hed no opportunity yet to talk to Maurice Boukstein, who,
belng smart, ent from the alrport on a vacation and I was not
able to reach him thus far, The Agency, as well as the J,D.C,,
will have to agree to it although the proceeds must be used in
the United States, I frankly belleve that this may give us a
roal bssis for reconciliation with the Councll of Jews from
Germany end possibly the other refugee groups in this country
that are pressing the J.R,5,0, and Conference for allocatlion
of Conference funds for use in the United States,” On balance
I feel that this may prove beneficial,

- So,,.,here we go again,

Cordially yours,

2

Saul Kagan
SKth
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1 IEMORANDUM
Tos Hembers of the Executive Committee

From: Saul Kagan

The U.S. Senate, on August 12, 1954, approved the House of
Representatives! version of S, 2420, the bill to amend The Trading
Hith the Zvemy &ct. This action marks the completion of the
Congressional process,at long last, with respect to heirless
property in the U,S.” It follows six years of intensive effort
expended on its behalf by the imerican Jewish Committee, the Joint
Distribution Committee, the Jowish Ascucy and the World Jewish
Congresq. The Bill has now gone-to President Eisenhower for 31gna-

ture. 1\ copy is enclosed,

The Bill empowers' the President to designate one or more suc-
cessor organizations on behalf of heirless property in the U.S,
Successor organizations must be non-profit, charitablé corporations,
1ncorporated in the U.S. on or before Januany 1, 1950,

Helrless property proceeds are to be used on the basis of need
in the rehabilitation and resettlement of persons in the U,S, who are
victims of Mazi persecution, A ceiling of $3,000,000 has been imposed
on the total walue of the property which will be made available to the
successor organization. Proceeds may not be used for legal fees,
salaries or for administrative expenditures connected with the filing
of claims or uvith the recovery of proceeds,

The Executive Committee will have to consider in the vefy near
future the question of the JRSO applying for designation as the

successor organization under this Bill,

SK:bg - ‘ ‘ - Saul Kagan
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citizenship within the meaning of subdivisions (C) and . (D) of subsection (a)

(2) hereofﬁ‘(ii) it will transfer, at any time within two years from the

time that return is made, such property or interest or the equivalent value

thereof to any person whom the President or such officer or agency'shall

determine to be ellglble under sectlon 32 to clalm as owner or successor in .

interest to such owner, by inheritance, devise, or bequest (ili) it will

make to the President, with a copy to be furnished to the Congress, such

é‘ reports'(includinv a detailed annual repott on the use of the prcperty or

| interest returned to it or the proceeds of any such property or 1nterest)
.and permit such examlnatlon of 1ts books as the President or such offlcer
or agency may from tlme to time require; and (iv) will hot use euch property
or interest or the:proceeds.of such property or interest for‘legal fees,

| salaries, or.any'othee administrativelexpensee connected with the filing ef

claims for or the_recovery of such broperty or ipterest.

"The filing of hotice1of»claim by an organization so designated:shall
not bar the payment of deet claims under‘Eection jh of this Act,

"és used in this subeection, 'orgenization"means:oplyza eonprofit
charitable corporation inco?poratedﬂon or before Jenuaryll, 1950, under the
laws of any State of the United States ormef the Dietrict qugolembia with
the power to sue and be sued " ‘ . , ‘

K SEC. 2. The flrst sentence of sectlon 33 of the - Tradlng Wlth the
Jnemy Act of October 6, 191? (ko Stat hll), as, amended, 1s hereby amended
by striking oet the period at the end ef»such_sentence, epd_;nsertingvin
lieu thereof a semicolon and the following: "except that return may be made
to successor organieations designeted'pursuant to sectiop 32 (h) eereof if
notice of claim is filed before the expiration of one year from the effective

date of this Actf“
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MEMORANDUM o ) },/

Tos Four Organizations

From: Sgul Kagan

With reference to the heirless property bill S-2420, please
find enclosed additional relevant material in the form of a

letter from Mr. Hyman to Senator Dirksen, supporting in detail

his views .

Saul Kagan
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April 15, 1954

Senator Everett Dlrksen Chairman
Subcommittee on Trading with the Enemy Act

Committee on the Judiciary: jﬁnl ﬂ 'ﬁmWN¥| A
Washington, D.C. LJ‘ - U\J L‘ A
Dear Senator Dirksen:

I regret very much that the pressure of time made it impossible for
me to supplement my written statement, with some observations I had intended to
make on the several points raised by you and by Mr. Smlthy in the course of the
hearing., .

After the hearing, I discussed the various points with Mr. Smithy.
Upon his. suggestion, I am writing you with the hope that you would take these
views into consideration when your Subcommittee meels to act on S5-~-2U2¢.

1. $3,000,000 limitation. You quite properly raised the question
as to why the $3,000,000 limitation ig imposed on the amountwhith may.be Teturnable
under the bill. I say "quite properly" because if the principle is correct that
‘heirless property of persecutees should not escheat to the government, then it
logically follows that regardless of the amount involved, the heirless property
should be turned over to the successor organizations for the purposes prescribed
in the bill. Frankly, that was the view of all of the major Jewish organizations
when they originally suggested the bills which were introduced in the: 80th, 8lst,
82nd, and 83rd Congresses. The reason that the $3,000,000 limitation was finally
written into the bill is that the War Claims Commission would not give its
approval to a bill with an open amount. The War Claims Commission argued with
respect to S-603, the bill which passed the Senate of the 8lst Congress, that it
did not have any estimate of the amount returnable under the bill and that it
might develop that fhe amount returnable woild not léave a sufficient sum to dis-
charge the claims compensable under the Var Claims Act. In deference to this
position, 5-603 was amended in the Committee and passed in the 8lst Congress with
the $3,000,000 limitation. . ~

It is obvious that the original reason for including the 33,000,000 o
limitation has disappeared. As you know, the 83rd Congress made $75,000,000 a-
vailable for the payment of war claims. At the hearing, the Commission submltted
a statement to the effect it now has funds adequate to cover all the claims
presently compensable under the War Claims Act. Consequently, even from the
standpoint of the War Claims Comm1531on problem, there is no longer any reason
in insisting upon the $3,000,000 provision.

In the course of the hearing:‘you inquired as to how the $3,000,000
figure was arrived at. The answer is that samplings were made of the type of
property in question and it was estimated that the $3,00,000 sum would in all
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Senator Dirksen -2 ~ April 15, 1954

probability cover all of the heirless property in question. This belief is still
the view of the major Jewish organizations, interested in the bill, It is there-
fore apparent that the $3 000,000 limitation would not present the administrative
problem of proration among several successor organizations, a problem which, as
both you and Mr. Smithy pointed out, would arise if the sum returnable exceeded
the $3,000,000 figure, and if several successor organizations representative of
different categories of persecutees were involved.

There are, in the Judgment of the major Jewish organlzatlons, two
reasons why the $3,000,000 limitations should be removed, particularly since the
objection raised by the wgr Claims Commission no lénger exists.

The first and foremost reason is that without the 1imitation the bill
better expresses the principle on which it is based. The organizations are in-
terested in a clear exactment of the principle, and any limitation, even if only

- apparent, nefessarily narrows down the-principle. It is only when it appeared °
that the bill could not pass without the limiation that the compromise was accepted
‘i'he reason for the compromise no longer having any validity, it would seem that tl.=
limitation should be removed. The bill would certainly be a much more dignified
measure if it did not include the limitation.

The second reason related to the administrative problems suggested
by Mr. Smithy, problems which would not arise if the limitation were removed.
These are (1) the problem of proration, in the event that the sum returnable
actually exceeded $3,000,000 and that more than one successor organizatiom,
representative of more than one category of persecutees, were appointed by the
President; and (2) the problem of computing the value of a future interest in an
estate, as of the date the return is made, As Mr., Smithy points out with respect
to the latter, such computation would rquire actuarial work and would impose an
additional burden on the Office of Alien Property, and would thus interfere with
the winding up of the operations of that office.

The only reticence we have about recommending the deletlon of the
$3,000,000 limitation is that without the limltation the bill might induce mis-~
givings in the minds of some mebers of Congress when the measure comes up for
adoption on the Consent Calendar. Of course, the Jewish organizations would ,
prefer to have the bill with the $3,000,000 limitation rather than no bill at all.
Consequently, the final decision as to whether the $3,000,000 limitation should
or should not appear rests upon what you believe to be the chances of getting the

' bill through on the Consent Calendar, without the limitation. If your judgement
is that the chances are the same in either event, then obviously, for:the reasons
indicated, it should be removed. It is relevant in this connection to point out
there was no limitation imposed on the property returnable under the 1946 amend-
‘ment to the Trading with the Enemy Act, in favor of living persecutees. Should
you come to the conclusions that the $3 000,000 limitation should be removed, it
would appear advisable to have the accompanying report contain a statement to the
effect that in view of the fact that the original’ reason for the limitation no
longer exists, and in view of assurances the subcommittee received that, in any

jemd
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Senator Dirksen , s April 15, 1954

event, the amount returnable would not exceed $3,000,000, the limitation is dele-

ted, to make the wording of the bill more adquately state the policy on which the
bill is predicated.

2, Guestion prespnted by reference to (D) of subsection (a) appearing
( on line 10 pe 1 of Bill. In his questioning, Mr. Smithy wondered whether this
. problem might not present a difficult question of construction since, while the
| bill is intended to be limited to the property of persons deprived of their liber-
ty and full rights of citizenship, the section (D) etc. has reference to dual
nationals as well as persecutees. The reason the bill was not drawn more marrowly
; is that that portion of it was copied from an earlier bill drawn before the section
" contained any reference to dual nationals. At the present time it would seem
appropriate to amend line 9 as follows: "alive, would, because of a substantiel
deprivation of liberty or the failure to enjoy full rights of citizenship, be
. eligible to receive returns under the provisos" (the underscored portion is *he
added portion of line 9 p. 1 of the Bill).

3. Line 18 p. 2 of the Bill. We agree that thu words "sell and
i dispose of and" are confusing in the context. We recommend that these words be
‘ stricken. .

4, Selection of a successor organization. As I pointed out in my
statement, the Bill is primarily one involving the property of the Jews who
perished and who left no heirs. The Jewish Restitution Successor Orgadization,
an American corporation organized under the Laws of the State of New York, was
selected by the Department of State as the successor organization inder the U,S.
Military Government Law No. 59. While acting in that capacity, it has earned the
respect of the United States authorities in Germany. The President, General Clay
and My. McCloy are well acquainted with this organization. This organization,
which represents twelve major Jewish organizmtions in the United States, will
definitely apply as the successor organization under $-2420. In his selection of
the successor organization, the President will certainly be guided by the experien-
ce the United States Government gained in the administration of Law 59.

We know that the calendar of your subcoﬁmlttee is very crowded, but
we are hopeful, on the basis of the fine spirit you exhibited at the hearing, that

you will do your very best to see that the blll is reported out the next time your
subcommittee convenes.,

I have met with representatives of the American Jewish Committee, who
fully share the views expressed above.

We are most grateful to you for your interest and cooperation in this
matter.

Sincerely yours,

o _ Abraham S, Hyman
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April 13, 1954

VEMORANDUM //‘
N

To: Four Orgénizations

| From: Saul Kagan‘

5 A hearing on the heirless property bill S. 2420 has been

| | called by the Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee for April 14, 1954. Attached please find statements
by Dr. Herman Gray and Mr. Abraham Hyman who are testifying

at this hearing, I am also attaching the text of a letter

"by General Clay.

Saul Kagan
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Apr;l 14, 1954

STATEMENT OF ABRAHAM S. HYMAN, MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN JE'ISH CONGRESS, AT THE
HEARING BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE ‘COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, ON S5.2420

My naﬁe is Abrahaﬁ S. Hyman. I am a member of the American Jewish Congress
and have been asked to aépear on its behalf in support of 5.2420, because of my
familiarity with the’problem dealt with in that bill,

I firsf‘encountered that >roblem in 19&6.‘.Then in Germany with the armed
forces of the United States, I had an assignment which acquainted me with the
progressive stages leading up to the pfomulgatioﬁ of a restitution law for the

; U. 8. Zone of Germany.

‘4§ Vhile the war was in progress, the United States had joinéd'sixteen other
‘nations in asserting the right to declare invalid all transfers of property in
enemy-controlled areas, In line with this declaration and with a Joint Chiefs
of Staff directive, General Lucius D. Cluy, promptly upon his assumption of -du-~
ties as U.,é. Military Governor, devoted himself to the task of Securing a res-
titution law for the U. S. Zone of Germﬁny. Hig first effort was with the German
Laender comprising the U. S. Zone. He tried to induce them to enact a law which
would restore to persons persecuted for’racial; relirious or pélitical reasons
the property in the Zoné of vhich they héd either been wrongfully deprived or
which‘they had transferred under duress. ﬂe further »sroposed that‘property be-.
longing to persecutees &ho had died heirless be tﬁrned over to successof organi-
zations representative of tﬁe groups to which the former owners belonged, for
the relief, rehabilitation and resettlement of the surviving members of the res-.
pective groujs. Whén, after a lapse of time, Genéfal Clay bécame,conQinced that

- the German authorities would not enact a law embodying the minimal provisions
which he felt such a law should contain,; he decided to promulgate such a l#w in

" his capacity as Military Governor. Hovever, before doing so, he approached his
counterparis in\the other occupation zones with the vier of getting concurrence
on a cuadri-partite restitution law appliéable to the whole of Germany. Had Clay

5 been prepared to yield on the issue of heirless property - had he, for example,
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been willing to accept the Russian formula, that such proserty shall escheat to
Germary - in which case Germany would have profited by its own genocide -~ or the
French and British'fofmula df 1im1ting;the expenditure of the proceeds on be-
half of the survivors‘living in German& ~ in which case the provision wouid have
been an empty gesture -~ he could have acﬁieve& elther a bizonal or tri$zonal
law.‘Héwever, General Clay quite properly felt that he could not reconcile eith-
er position with thattassgrted by the United States fepreséntatives at the 1945
Paris Reparation Conference. There we had successfully ﬁaintained that heirless
sroperty in neutral countries belonging to enemy nationéls who had been the ob-
" ject of persecutory measures, are distinguishable from other eﬁemy asséts in
those countries, and.tbat while the latter may enter the geﬁeral reparationa
pool, the former must. be used exclusivély in the rehabilitation of the non-re~
patrieble victims of Nézism. In any event, when he found that the occupying
powers refused to accept his formula on the use of heirléss assets of persecu-
'tees, he reluctantly sécrificed the advantages_of a multi_zoﬁal law and promul-
gated Military Government Law 59. Thié»law treats heirless property of persecu-
tees, situated in the U.VS. Zone of Germany the same wéy as S.2420 proposes to
deal with siﬁilar aroperty situated'iq the United States.
It is not necessary for me to exﬁol the virtues of Military Governﬁent Law
59. It is my earnest belief that there is no law which the United States promul-
gated as an occupying power of which the American people can be more proud than
that law. The best proof of its quality is that eventually both the British and
the French authorities ado>ted replicas of it in their respective-zones of oc-
cupation.
I next encountered the heirless property question whilé serving as the Gen-
| eral Counsel of the United States War Claims Gomﬁission. I joined the staff of
A ' §
this Commission in November 1950 as General Counsel and served from that time

until May 1953. The Yar Claims Commission, as you knéw, was established by the
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War Claims Act of 1948, to administer the claims of prisoners of war, of civil-
ian internees, and ol éertain religiousuorgaﬁizations in the Philippines. The
source for the paymentldf these claims is the War Claims Fund, established by the
War Claims Act. The fund consistis of the pruceeds of the German and Japanese as-
sets seized under the Trading with the Enemy Act. For obvious reasons the VWar
.Clnims Commission jealously guarded the proceeds of the German and Japanese as-

gets. To my knowledze, ghe Commission g;ve its approval to only one bill, the
enactment of which would reduce the amoént of the assets available for the pay-
ment of war claims. Thgt siﬁgie éxceptién vas in the cnse of a measure identical
with S.2420, introduced in thé 8lst Session.of the Congress. I hasten to add that
the Commissioﬁ‘s favorable report was not the result of any persuasion on my
part, for the Commission‘ submitted 1ts report on ‘hhatA bill befére I joinéd its
staff., The Commission apparentiy recegnized that it would not be in accord with
our sense of justice to treat property belongihg to families which had bsen com-
pletely énnihilated by tﬁe eneny as “enem& oroperty™ and to use the proceeds of
Vthis property to pay the war claims of m;n who had fought to arrest the Nazi com-
plex of ﬁhich the férmer;owners were thé'victims. |

| I should like to add that while with the War Claiﬁs Comﬁission, I directed

_ the Study on VWar Claims Arising Out of World War II. The Commission's Report,

H

based on this Study, is Hﬁuse Document 67, 83rd Congress, First Session. In con-
nection with this assigﬁmént, I made én analysis of the Treaties of Peace con-
cluded with the SatellitevCountries in lé&?, and found that principally as a re-
sult of the United States initiative, thé Hungarian and Rumanian Treaties incor-
porated provisions witﬁ réspecﬁ to heirless pfoperty of persecutees, situated in
these countries, virtually identical with the provisioﬁs of 5.2420.

More currently, as a member of the American Jewish Congreés; I encountered
the heirless D>roperty cuestion in the negotiations between representative Jewish

organizations and the Austrian Government with reépect to the heirless property
'S 4 4.5
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of Jews who lived in Austria and who éere thé victims of Nazism.’These negbtiaf
tions are now in prorress. The American Jewish Conrress gratefull acknowledges
the fact that the Eisenhbwer administration, -as the preceding administration,
has, throush the State ﬁepartment, activel? supported the effort to have Austria
make available for the surviving victins of Naéism at least part of the value
‘of the heirless progerty of the victims of Mazism situated in Austria.
It is apparent, then, that the United Siates has had an unbroken record on
how to deal with the heirless property of thé victims of Nazism. To its credit,
- the United States has been the first and the chief protagonist of the principle
% that such property must not be merged with the funds of the‘state where the
‘ property is situated but; rather, must be employed on behalf of the survivors of
the grouns te which the ;eréecutee owners belonged. IAam certain that it is not
h . the wish of the Congress to 5akc the onl§ exception in the case of the heirless
properiy which hapjens to be within the continental 1imi§s of the United States.
To make that exception either by an affirmative act or by the failure to act
} would be an instance of aﬁbivalence which would be very difficult to éxplain;
even harder to justify.
Experience with Military Government Law 59 reveals that the sroblem of heir-
less property arises grincipélly wmith respect to the property of Jewish victims
of Nazism. This follows from the nature of Hitief’s merciless war against the
Jews who céme under his céntrol. while he destrcyed individual members of the
Christian faith, either because they protested openly against his brand of ni-
hilism or because they held political beliefs which he regarded hostile to his
regime, as a general rule he directed his attack sgainst the specific individu-
‘als and left the families of these Christian victims intact. /NOTE: The survi-
vors are eligible to the fecovc;y of the ;ested sroderty under é 1946 amendment
of the Trading with the Encmy Act._/ By céntrnst, he regarded all Jews, men,
womenvaﬁd children, as unwofthy of life, and therefore exterminated them en masse.

The tragic consenuence of this policy was that in countless cases entire Jewish
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families were wined out.

The American Jewish Congress shares theiview of Jews evenywhere’that the
United Ctates established an enviable.record'in pursuing a post-war policy which
has resulted in giving new hope to the surviving Jewish victims of Nazism. These
people, uprooted from their homes, are trﬁing to maké a fresh start in their

countries of adoption. Many are sick and disabled, while many more have the

problem of adjusting themselves to their new environment. Independéntly of the

strong moral argﬁment in favor of S$5.2420, it is clear that while the sum which

5.2420 will make available for the benéfit of these éeople is an insignificant

. sum in the treasury of the United States, it will help substantially in bring-

ing survivors of ﬂitle:ism closef to thelr own goal, that of becomiﬁg self~
sustaining human beings.

.Moreover, the>forﬁer‘o@ners of the property woul&, if they conld speak up,
ask that their property be so used. |

Ve areICOnfi&ent that no member of Congress, familiar with the purpose of
ﬁhis'measure, will raise his voice arainst it. We, therefore, urge this Sub-
committee to report the bill favorably and thus give the Senate the opportunit&

to approve it at this Session of the Congress.
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Statement of Dr. Herman A. Gray

for presentation before the Sub-Committes
on the Trading with the Enemy Act of the'L
Senate Committee on the Judiciary, '
submitted on behalf of the American Jewish
Committee, on the amendment to the Trading
with the Enemy Act proposed by 5. 2420.

My name is Herman~A.AGray} I am a professor of public administration at
"New York University. I ﬁegtify on behglf of the American iewish Committee in ny
capacity as Chairman of its Foreign Affairs Cpmmittee. |

We strongly support passage of the long peﬁding amendm?nt to the Trading
wiih the Enemy Act proposed by S. 2420 which would permit charitable organizations
to recover property that belonged to persons who were persecuted by the Nazis and
who died without heirs, the funds so realized to be used for the relief and re-
habilitation of the victims of Nazi persecution who have survived.

Enactment of the proposed legislaticﬁ has repeatedly been urged by all
interested government departments. The Department of State has stated that its
passage "is highly desirable as an aid in carrying out the foreign policy of the
United'States,“ The Department‘of Justice has also been congistent in its support.
(SR No. 784, on S, 603, Blst Cong., lst Sess., pp. 7, 12, 13). Throughout the |
80th, 8lst, and 82nd Congrésseé the propoéal had Bipartisén sponsorship. It enjoys
bipartisan sponsorship in the SBrd Céngress as well. In both the 80th’and 8lst ‘
Congresses, bills to the same effect were passed by the Senatern the consent
calendar, In the 8lst Congress, a similar bill was approved b& the House Inter-
state and Foreign Commérce Committee. It'waé, however, objected to on the consent
calendar of the House and né consent was granted by the House Rules Committee. As
a result, the bill éxpired with the 81st Congress, In thp 82nd Congress, on the

call of the calendar of unopposed bills, the bill was passed over on the floor of

the Senate. ‘ ‘ 122173
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L _Essentially’thé proposed legislation is ﬁdsed on, and carries forward to
.logical conclﬁsion, a principle already translated into‘féderal law. By legisla-
tive action taken in August 1946, the United Statesg declared that it would not
assert ownershlp over property owned by the victims of persecution, end would not
use such property for the satlsfaction of 1ts own clalms against the governments

| responsible for the peraecutlon. On this basis, victims of persecution have been

v‘able to obtain the return of their property or, if dead, their heirs have been able

to do so. Had the orlglnal owners or their heirs remained alive, they would have

reacquired their property under the 1946 amendment to- the Trading with the Enemy
Act, because of the distinqtion which Congfess has éo Justly made ‘between property:
belonging to‘persons who. were truly natipnals of enemyAsfates and the properﬁy of
thoss Qho, though techniéally enemy nationals, were in fact enemies of the enemy-
and treated as such Ey enemy governments~with unparalleled brutality.

Tha propertiesito which S. 2420 addrésses itsalf, belong to a special
caﬁegony. "They are propértieé to uhichuﬁhere are‘no'claimants, beéause their

owners were killed in mass extermination camps, togetharvwith‘their entire families.

| These assets represeﬁt,vpy and largé, the smallvsavings of persecuﬁed persons who,
still hoping to escape asd with faith in the American way of life, sént their last
reservesg while they stili could %o the secure haven of the United States.

The purpose of S. 2420 18 to deal with this category of properties con- -
sistently with the 1etter and spirit of already exigting law and in harmony with
its underlying ethical p?inciplg. This princ&ple American foreign policy has
steadily enunciated and guﬁported gverywhere, in international agreements, treaties

| of peace, military government measures and throﬁgh diplomatic channels.

| ‘ . (.}
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The justice of the proposed amendment becomes particularly clear when it

is remembered that had these properties renained in Western Germany, title would

have been vested in a successoreorganization eafablished for the benefit of per-

secutees under U. S. Milltary Government Law No, 59, or under companion restitution

laws enacted, on its model, in the British and French zones of occupation. These

'measurea resulted from pollcles developed largely at the initiative and with the

support of the United States Government. Had these properties not been been sent
out of Germany, they would elready heve been utilized for.the relief and rehabili-
tatidn.of those who had the good fortune toisurvive the Nazi terror. Surely, the
faet that these properties{are physically lpcaﬁed in the United States should not
keep‘them from being usee in the same way fer the benefit of the cnief victims and -
firat enemies of our enemies in World War II. Quite to fhe contrary, the fact that
these pr0pertiee lie within tne borders and under the eomplete control of the United
States, should guarantee that they will be dealt with in accordance with the policy
which enlightened and morali&merican ieaderehip‘has applied to like propertiee_found
within the confines of the Loccupied territories.

Americans will.view these assets as a epecial and sacred bequest left by
those mercilessly slaughfened by eur former‘enemies,to relieve the needs of the

handful who managed to survive, The Federai Government of German&, in recognition

 of the basic moral issue involved, has itself fully'adopted this' view and isfdoing

its best to give it effectn We who fought and won the war for ethical principles
can do no less. | |

On these grounds, we respectfully submit that the action proposed by
S. 2420 has already been much too long delayed and we urge the speedy enactment of

thls measure.,

s

1(2175-
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April 9, 1954.
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| | o ' April 13, 1954

Dear Sehator Dirksén:

; I am advised that your Suvbcommittee 1s to conduct a hearing
f on S, 2420 on April 14. I understand that this bill is essentially
- the same as S, 603, passed by the U.S. Senate in August 1949, and
as H.R. 1849 and H.R. 2780 introduced in the House of Representatives
during the 80th Session of Congress.

f On May 15, 1950 I testified before the Subcommittee of the
House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce in favor of S.603,
H.R. 1849 and H.R. 2780, presenting a formal statement of the reasons
which led me to support these bills, At the risk of being presumptuous,
I am enclosing a copy of this statement,

I do this because it seems to me that the allocation of heirless
property of presecutees to the relief and rehabilitation of the sur-
viving victims of persecution, 13 sound public policy. It 1s consia-
tent with policy followed by our .Government in Germany with respeot
to heirless property. 1 do hope 'we will adhere to this principie..

Sincerely yours,

Lucius W, Clay

Honorable Everett Dirksen

Chairman, Subcommittee on Trading with the Enemy Act
Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate !

Washington, D.C.
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GERMAN PAR LIAMENTARY BODY VINDICATFS DRWAUERBA)*' ISSUES REPORT

. MUNICH, Marchl (JTA) =~ The’ crimmal charge§"5 ainst the late’ Dr Philip
Auerbach, postwar leader of German Jewry, .are by, 1mp11cation repudiated ih‘a re=~"
port just issued by the Bavarian legislature s '"Auerbach Investigating Committee" '

v after 31 publlc hearingsand a probe lastmg almost three years.

“The Investigating Committee was set up in the eprmg of 1951, . shortly after Dr
‘Auerbach's arrest, to examine the conduct of those ‘Bavarian civxl servants and °
cabinet members whose functions had mcluded supervision of the State. Agency for
"Restitution and Indemnification,” which was headed by -Dr: Auerbach for more than
four.years. No neglect or dereliction of duty on the part of these offlctals can be

j - shown, according to the 16+~ ~page final report of the: inquiry group C i

‘The allegations against Dr. Auerbach himself which drove hlm to su1c1de after
- He  had been seritenced by a court composed of Nazi. judges, were not ‘within the direct
‘province of the committée. .. Yet its terms of reference’ ‘made it inevitable that. the in-
vestxgatlon kept reverting to the personality of the. Jewish leader and to the manner
in which he discharged the duties of his office. :

The formatlon of the Commlttee was proposed by Auerbach's. foes, ;and. its mem-=:"
'bers were anythmg but frlendly towards him. Nonetheless; ‘the final report. 1mpllc1tly
vindicates: him with regard to.the rmany defamatory -accusations that were presented
to the publlc as establlshed facts m a'reckless campalgn of mud slingmg RRREL

_ The committee notes that he was not a proper bureaucrat in the German cw11 ser-
v1ce tradttlon but it repeatedly acknowledges that had he béen one,. he would have .
_been unable to cope. with the chaotic conditions in ‘Bavaria before. currency reform),

“'when more than 100,000 Jewish. dtsplaced persors and téns of thousands.of other Nazi

v1ct1ms clamored for aid. "Auerbach may:have heen energetic, industrlous, meddle-
.some and talented " concludes the Commxttee repor - ' : ‘

MORE JEWS INCLUDING RABBIS ARRESTED IN RUMANIA SOME SENTENCED
" 'TEL AVIV, March L. (JTA) --'Many Jews, includ.ng rabbls and commumty lead-

. ers, were recently arrested in Rumania and .some .of .them- have already been trled on

charges of 111egal Zionlst actwr.ty. it was’ reported here today A f: EAEHEEE

Reports whlch have been’ arriving over a period of weeks recently, say that

‘ among those tried were Dr. Miklos Feinfeld, 'identified as the Chief Rabbi of the ¢ity

"of Arad, and  Stefan Krois,' Ludwig Gardos and Moshe Welssberger, who are other-
wise not identified. The sentence passed on- Rabbl Feinfeld.is:not:known, ,but! Krois
is reported’ tuv have been . sentenced to a three- year prison term whz[e each of the
other two defendants havc been sentenced to 12 year terms o AR

. An appeal to Amerlcan Jews -of Rumann descent to aid recent Rumanxan Jewnsh
1mm1grants to Israel so that they do not ha ve to.return to Rumama because of thexr
inability to make a new life for themselves in the Jewish State, was voiced here to-
Cdayi by ldov Cohen, Progressive Party deputy-in the Knesset Speaking -at a. meetmg

1" ‘of Israelis of Rumanian orlgin, -Mr.. Idov crlttcized former 1mm1grants from Rumania

for not aldmg the newcomers. o ' ;' ST

NEW NEO NAZI PARTY FORMED IN GERMANY EMULATES HITLER'S GROUP

. LUEBECK, Germany,. March }, (J’TA) .= Another neo- Nazi party, complete wnth
1ts ‘own newspaper, ‘has; been formed in. this port c1ty on, the Baitmc, ‘and has even been
granted permisslon by the mumcnpal authorltles to put up. propaganda posters in
certain streets. In deliberate. lmltation “of the _"NSDAP“ initials of Hitler s Nazx
Party, the new group styles itseif "RSDAP M
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_ANTI DEFAMA TION LEAGUE LEADER TESTIFIES ON JOB DISCRIMINA TION

WASHINGTON ‘Mareh 1, (JTA) -~ Testifying for the American Jewish Committee-
and the. Antl—Defamatmn League of B'nai B'rith, Justice .Meier Steinbrink told a.
Senate subcommittee on civil rtghts here that falr employment laws without enforce-
ment provisions have only "a minimum of effect-in ehminatmg dxscrtmlnatmn "

The retired jurist, who is honorary nahonal chairrnan of the ADL, appeared in
support of the Humphrey-Ives bill. for an enforceable FEPC, The legxslat;on is r\ow
before the subcommittee of the Senate Commtttee on Labor and Public Welfare

Justice Stembrmk testtf;ed that employment discrimination remains an existlng
‘evil ""on a national scale! He cited. from state reports ‘and orgamaatmnal surveys’
which showed statlstmally the inequality in job opportumty that threatens most mem- -
bers of racial and. religwus mtnorities. ) , ~

] Thts, ‘he noted; was partlcularly true in the cases of skilled jobs and managerlal

posts so- that mmortty group workers were forced into ''an economic ghetto and the
 more 'séfvile jobs that do ndt allow theny to” attain’ the highest mdst‘ slulled and" most"
“productive. level of Whlch they are: capable woooo A

U.S. AMBASSADOR TO CUBA SAYS HE M,ADE NO' ANTI JEWISH REMARKS

« NEW YORK Marchl (JTA) - Ambassador Arthur Jardner, U.S. envoy to b J
‘ Cuba denied today havmg made anti-Semitic remarKs attributed to him by a*New ‘
York daily newspaper éolumnist: “Writing to Henry ‘Edward Schultz, natlonal chair~
. man of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, Mr; ‘Gardner declared that."a
1 perfectly fnnotent reference.to the Jewish people (was) made by. me over two months:
~y. - ago at a St. ‘Andrew!'s dinner, (and wae) torn-out: of- context. and its meamng ‘80 thsted
" cas to attrlbute to ‘me anti- Semltlc feelmgs completely forelgn ‘to’ my hature "

' count among my very ‘warmest frlends many ‘of Jewish . btrth, and have the most
profound admiration for the philosephy,. morals,’ and “ideals: the Jews' have given to
the development of our great country, the. Ambassador wrote. ‘''l.am only too aware

" of the tre’mendous contrtbutmns the Jews have made S from 1776 to Kcrea < to ‘the
-defense of our natxom - . : ST : :

]

"Let me. assure you that antt-ﬂ Semttlsm has no place ln mytscale of values I am 3

gardless of race and relxgton To do less than carry ‘out that ﬁmctmn fully would Tun
- counter to the prmctples that have constantly been my- guide ", D L ~

-CROATIAN NAZI MAY BE DEPOR TED FROM U S. 4. PERSECUTED JEWS .,

- sAN FRANCISCO March 1. (JTA) - The Umted States Court. of Appeals herehas
~ taken action which might 1éad to.the deportatlon ‘and’trial in Yugoslayia of Andrija
1,~.‘Artukov1c, a Los Angeles resident who has been 1dent1f1ed as a former Croatian Nazi
' leader notormus for his persecutton of Jews. - :

" The" court here set aside an earlier rulmg by the ‘United States sttrxct Court at’

.~ Los ‘Angeles which favored Artukovic. . The earlier decision held that’ Yugoslavia had
‘no legal grounds on which'to: seek the. extradumn of Artukovic becaiuse ari American-
Serbian extradition treaty of 1902; although currently certified by: the’ State Depart-
ment, was c¢onsidered by the dlstrlct court to be mvahd The court of. appeals, how-
‘ever, :decided that the treaty is valid. ST s

. Artukovxc was ordered remanded to- the District.Court to face posslble extradltlon
. ‘Whether Arthkovic will npw be deported and brought to trial will" depend on. the fmdmg
by the Distrlct Court as:to. the. evidence against him,. .

Artukovxc, as head of :the Croattan Nazn police; sxgned an order requlrmg Jews
to wear armbands’ 1dent1fymg themselves with the letter "'Z'" (for "zZidow' or Jew).
'He also signed orders for deportations and extermination. .according to a mass of evi-

- dence from Jewish survivors and other victims of" Croatxan terror.

-,_;i.;,178
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Septemher L, 1952

Mr. 3, 1, Ferencz ‘ . — .
JRS0 NUERIBER) : | CCNFIDENTIAL

Dear Ben: ’ NY Letter #104L

I am glad to see that you are back in Wuernberg although I imagine that
you will still have to make one more trip to Wassenaar in connection with the
initialing of the agreements. I know that you had to carry a tough load in Was-
senaar and only hope that you will manage to pet away for a 1little while from
our buginess. I am afraid this will not be possible here., As you probably know
from Jerry, I have my hands full with the last minute clearing of apreements with
the Presidium scattered throughout the worlde The immediate schedule calls for
the signing of the agreement with Israel by the Presidium here on September 9
(the lummmburg signing has caused a gre:t deal of internal difficulty within the
Presidium)e As usual, T find myself on the receiving end of every mne's gripes.

' Nahum is due bLack on September 12, I expect there will bo a neeting
of the Presidium that aftomoon. Furthemore, the Presidium and the Policy
Committee will meet on September 17. Ve will have to get the agreements formally
ratified Ly the Policy Committee and also deal with the problem of allocation

of funds, at least as to the procedure which will have to be followed.

- I will alert Sy to the Department's position as reported in your letter
#1478 of September 1. Your letter is the first indication in a very long time
that the Grrmans may seek the State Dept. concurrence to any agreement reached.
with Israel and the Conference. We have requested the Department to issue a
statement welcoming the signing of* the agreement and have their tentative consent,
Sy is hoping to be able to see a draft of the gstatement before it is issued. -

I will try to determine when Schaefer and Erhardt are due in New York
or Washington on the way back from Mexico City. According to Nahum however,
- 3chaefer was expected back in Bonn on September 8., There may be gome confusion
. which L hopo to clarify. T fully agree that such a meeting is desirable. I
- hope that there are no inhibitions here &bout meeting with the German govermment
officialgs. As you know, until now the Jewlsh organizations in this country de-
liberately shicd away from any contacts with the leadiny German officials. I
think that this is an anachronistic attitude which carnot continue in view of the
Hapue apreementis, .
In connection with the Auerbach sulcide, there was no public outery by
the leading Jewish organizations.  There was publicity both in the general and
. the Jewlgh pr:ssg, deploring the fact that Auerbach was tried by a ccxurt congisting
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of a majority of Nazi judges and that corruption in Bavaria was not confined to
Jews but otherwise there was, so far, no effort to press the organizations for
action in the Auerbach matter. The Axis Victims League and the Committee fof
a Fair Trial for Auerbach published some statements in the Aufbau, demanding
that Auerbach's name be cleared, also criticizing “eCloy for refusing to shift

+ the Auerbach trial to HICOG. Whenever the issuc came up in private conversations,
I counselled a hands off policy.

With best r'egards,i

Cordially yours,

SAUL KAGAN

; — dictating this note I checked with Washington and leamed that

| e ggxfer pas:l;g through lNew York and Washington last weekend. In Washington .
he met with the Bureau of German Affairs people and during the converﬁations
he spoke of the Hague agreements (Dan Margolies says "gympathetically").
He also said that the Hague agreements are comling before the Cabinet and
he was flying back for that purpose, This would tally with Nahum's informa-
tion as to Schaefer's return. Sy had no indication that Erhardt is expected
in Washington but he will check. :

SK
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ISRAEL ARMY ATTAINS HI\:H EFFICIENCY IN SUMMER MANLUVERS

TEL AVIV, Aug, 20, (JTA) =- The Israel Army summer naneuvers excelled
in the reality of war conditions, with the reserve units attaining the same efficiency
and achievements of the regular army forces, Chief-of-Etaff Yigal Yadin pointed
out here today.

The Israel Army, Gen. Yadin announced, is now prepariang for its sea and

airforce maneuvers, as well as centinuing its exercises in the southern part of
Israel,

ARABS-ANNOUNCE THEY WILL FORM THEIR OWN MIDDLE EAST COMMAND

LONDON, Aug, 20, (JTA) =~ Seven Arab nations made known today they
would. put their cwn Middie East command ~ excluding Israel - into operation in
mid-September, These nations include Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, and Yemen. , :

Formation cif the New Middle Eastern defense arrangement was announced by
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’ conditions would involve 'a ‘hreak-
off -in relationg with- friendly
~ powers and. cut off Israel- from|;
- miilions of Jews, an obvious ref-
_erence to the 3,000,000 Jews be-
“%ind the Iron Curtain, Mr. Shar-
" yett replied: .
“If Israel needs these arms and
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MUNICH JEWISH COMMUNITY TO ERECT MEMORIAL FOR PHI/L IP.AUERBACH.

MUNICH, Aug. 19. (JTA) -- The Tew‘sh community of Mumch today decxded~to
erect a memorial for Philip Auerbach, former head of the Bavariifi Stafé Restitu-
tion office who committed suicide after being convicted of embezzling restitution
funds. The decision was taken by the community as expression of gra“xtude to
Auerbach for his efforts for Jewish victims of Naz1sm durmc, the permd when he
was Restitution Comm1ssxoner :

The German press continues to discuss the verdict against Auerbach which was
issued by the German court dominated by the judges who were mambers of the Nazi
Party. Some section of the press are drawing more and more a parallel between
‘the Auerbach case and the Dreyfus case. The possibility exists that a movement will

be started to have Auerbach s name cleared and the convxctmns removed from the
records,

5o A

Auerbach was buried yesterday at the Jewish cemetery on the Ungarerstrasse
The funeral started from the local synagogue here where his body was laying in a
coffin draped with the flag of Israel. The funeral was marked by violence when a

. -policeman wanted to take away a placard readmg "Down with the Nazi Dreyfus
trial’ being carmed by the mourners, Four trucks of German. policemen arrwed
at the scene and dispersed the crowd. Several persons were detamed

More than 1, 000 peaple, many of them refugees from DP camps, participated in
the funeral procession. Max Wermer, eulogizing on behalf of the German labor
unions, said: "Auerbach atternpted to wealen the tragic shame which burdens the

German people. His tragxc death is a warning to us that others must continue
the work whlch he started .
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CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS ANALYZES 1951 JEWISH POPULATION CENSUS

MGCNTREAL, Aug. 19. (JTA) -- The Canadian Jewish Congress, in analyzing
the 1951 population census in Canada which listed 204,836 Jews as Jewish by rehgwn
and 181, 670 by ethnic origin, today declared: ' :

"There can be no doubt that the census figure of 204, 836 Jews by religion is

- more accurate than the figure of 181, 670 Jews who were recoreded as Jews by ethnic

origin, since it is extremely unlikely that 23,166 persons of non-Jewish origin have
.accepted the Jewish religion and have been added to Canada's population during the
decade from 1941 to 1951. The discrepancy between the number of Jews by ethnic
origin and Jews by religion is doubtless due to those who have mistaken the country
of the1r orlgm for their ethmc orxgm in answering the questwn " - -

The Canadian Jew1sh Congress made a study in regard to’ Jewish commumtles in
Canada with less than 1, 000 Jewish populatwn The study establishes that 9.5 per
cent of Canadian Jews in 1951 lived in communities with less than !, 030 Jews. In
the United States, it is‘estimated that 4 per cent of the Jewish population lives in
communities with less than 1,000 Jews. LIn 1901, 30.65 per cent of the Jewish
population of Canada lived in communities with less than 1, 000- Jews. In 1921, it
was 17 per cent. During the period 1931-1941, it was 12.5 per cent and during the "
decade 1941-195] a drop occurred to 9.5 per cent.’

ABE CAHAN LEFT $35 000 FOR CHARITY,$ZO 000 TO GO TO ISRAEL

NEW YORK, Aug. 19. (JTA) -- Abraham Cahan, late Editor-in-Chief of the
Jewish Daily Forward, left an estate of $80, 000 in insurance, saving accounts and

--U. 8. Government bonds, it was revealéd here today. His will ‘provided that 45 per

cent of the estate be dlstmbuted for cultural, educational and charitable purvoses
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Philjp."Ad‘erbach. Chief of Bavarian Reslitution Office
Cornmits Suicide After Sentence; Blume’U.S‘ Autherities

Municly, (JTA)=Jewish enterprises in Bavavin were elosed this
wrek during the funeral of Philip Ancrbaeh, former head of U Ba.
sarian Restitution Office, whe conunitted oeide after heing sentenced
st Thursday by a German eourte=which incfuded three ex-Nazi
Judges——to 30 months' imprisopment for embezzlomaent of restitdion
funds.

Fabeval cireles here blamed tdie Anwrican oecupation authorities

for Auerlmiel’s wivide. They poimted
me that the ocewpation autborities
W reapoanible Tor Bin appointment
e ihe post of Reutitution (ormmis

' sioper amd that e trinl should have

teea conducted in eamera brefore an
Alliedt comnt amd not Defore n Clere
FURTURG RS

Anerharh who was the target af

wrri-Semitie. propaganda in postawar

Goany, declared after she verdint
w.  sned, that he weold  appeal
painst it and termed Bt 9 second
32
wife trecived o etter from him fron
the  Reapital-~wherr he had hees
treated v a kiduey afluent under
police rusersly —stating that he wonld
never gat over haviug bix “henor
dragged  3n the dirt” Daring  the
sight he ook Wis Jife. Puolice irfused
10 give any details about bis death,

At ks trial, which stavted iu
April, he wox acensed of dltegally
paying ont JO00000 sarke in (ol
claims 1o Jews during the five
years when Dbe was bead of the
Bavarian Swte Restitndion  Offies
which was ot up hy the Allies. An
apent fo fohn . AlcClay, Awere
iean iligh Connviscionsr at that -
time, 10 tansfer the ease from a )

) Clerman eonrt to an Allind conrt *
brought nn resulie,

fus affaie” Bur on Satucday hic

These Otheen Undar Seotenca

Fhiee of  Auer]
sociatee in the restitation sificn wers

Wy Tuomer ose

alsn sentenned Iast Thursdas hy the
e eoart, One  of thes, HFabhi
Asron Orvenstrin, wat sentenced 1o

w year's dapnisonnient and foed H.
B0 marks, Fhie other, Bee Klaos
Keenig-Ohinrorg, was senteneed 6 a

yenr i it amd 200 wenke fine,

f The abivd, . Besthold Kernisoh,
' secrivesd @ foeamoutl I teem and
. wit fined 5O marks,

Anslah visited the Uhiited Stales
it Otober, 1D 10 help oxprediae
el af damages for W00 1o 12,0
B0 former Jomates of Nazt coneens
tration enmipe who sew tive in the
taiied Siates awl Conada, $hmsetf
A wardime ounate of thy Aswehwity
soncetiation camp, be was an active
opgrenant of seviving Nuasisn and bed
prodests against auck doeldents ac thin
fisaling of a twnnch affice of bis
comnosasion fn Nueraberg i Maoh,

19471 repepird deseerptions af Jewe

. il cemetesies in Bavaria aoml the ae
quittal in Maveh, 1000, of twa (ormer
testnpe officinls charged with war
erinies,

R A spokesman foe the Gennig Ko
cial Demneratic Parte emphasived
hat Auecharh’s saieids was “finnl

. prenf of bix devotion asd sineerity

with whirh he addressed himsell 0
the vask of Dringing relief o virs 2x
uf Niziam in Bavaria,” He ain 4
the court verdier as “sacommonly
severe™ and added: By

“Fven though it may be inpoaible
i abesht that the vourt dish 0 heag
to he objertive, it i sl open 10
question Shether all Sy b
wete uble to elenr thoie mindy of
ald prejaticen, That is

magter v ok

thaee concersd npmt settie for . e
selves with their own consstenesy”
Other eirclrs hern pointed o
that Auerharh tried 1o seeure at
Teast xome testitidion to viethis of
Nazien ar a time when CGerman
anthorisies were doiag their hest
0 reduce rextitution in 3 ivinimem
and postpone it ax long as powible.
Sne cmphasized that {0 was an
Putterly wnintelligitde mistake™ to
appoint a couet composed of forter
mewhers of the Nuri Party to try a
Jew who wax n former Samate nf
a Nazi concenfration cazp. ,
Dr. Jowph Klelunsky, Auerlachs
Lowyrs whe tast week aspouneed i
ttention of sppesding against Tlanse
day's verdict, this week =aid that he
had un donbt whatsoeser  that bis
client sould have boen aceaitted of
the charges had et h

v
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MIDDLE EAST IS NOW A POWDER KEG,SAYS BEN GURION APPFALS TO EGYPT

.....

may set afire all the region. " Thts, he' emphasxzed demands Israel’s uttermost”
preparedness.

N . + S B Ve owoe e
i {"!“25‘5‘;;.55‘3';'*' el 1'!*::?-«‘5 g,‘-:.:;u:!t, (AR

; -At the same time, Mr. Ben Gurlon strétéhed out ' a “hand of’ peace to Egypt ‘and | :

. declared that there is no'reason for any conflict between the two ¢ountries. ' ”There

t  is no foundation for border disputes, ' he said. '"This is no territorial quarrel be-""
tween Israel and Egypt. On the contrary, peace between the two countnes would
help Egypt to. strengthen its mternattonal etatus' L S S “‘f;;’ o

Aoy .:;w."vs}‘:';-'"-"'"-~'-‘

PRI L P {~.

Israel Premier Ben Gurion stressed,: is not hostile to Egypt because of ancxent
" times or ‘even because of its recent invasién:''"We did’ not dream of attackmg Egypt
when the former regime trembled and the hew regime was ot settled as yet "he'
said, '"We greet Egypt as far as her present government strives for peace.’ However,
nobody can yet foretell whether the Egyptian reglme.now 1s for peace or for war;
We must therefore, be prepared alert and wxse. AL e

[ U T o

Wlth regard to ayriay the Israel Fremier pomted out that’ the Syrian mil{tary
dictator Gen. Shishkali, who invaded Israel, was defeated and barely escaped to
save his skin. However, now he threatens Israel'ina typxcal Hitlerite fashion, "
"I shall not discuss now how such threats can be reconciled with Syria's belongmg R
to the United Nations, but from our defense verpomt we must rely bnly upon Our- : :
selves and not on external forces, " he declared ‘ R o

N

o te L e 4 Y
PR PRER SRR AR nher?

Demands Increase in Mihtary Servrce for Israehs N RTTE R “
Mr. -Ben Gurmn delwered his address.in support of 3 government bill’ requesting
that:military service for Israelis be increased from'the- present 24 months to.a 30-
month period. 'He called vigorously for ‘'relentless preparednes’s" emphasmmg _ “f '
that Israel's enemies "did not sit idly durmg the last four years and were preparing’
themselves" against the Jewtsh state,

* "There is no doubt " he satd "that there are many among the Arabs who desire
peace:with Israel. But their voice is seldom heard. Most nations of the world are
interested in peace between Israel and the'Arab countries,’ nevertheless’ there'is ..
no peace. The situationin the neighboring countries does riot forecast stability’
and peace. The contrary is true In the enttre Mtddle East only Turkey and Iaxael
are stabilized, " he pointed out. i "

LAVON NAMED' MEMBER OF ISRAEL CABINET SUCCEEDS ELIEZDR KAPLAN

JERUSALEM Aug 18. (JTA) -- Pinkas Lavon, former Minister of Agrtculture. e
was today named minister without portfolio to succeed the late Eliezer Kaplan as
deputy to Premier David Ben Gurion.The Israel Parliament approved the appointment.

’ w@aso
122186

-

L ]




prs

hed without wrilten
. This copy may neither be transferred to a tiurd party nor copied or publis d ‘
IL permission from the “Central Archives for the History of lhc chmh People Jerusalem , File No.: ? }fg B ) .

-

J.T.A. NEWS o “2e e /[9/52

s S
.S, AUTHORITIES IN GERMANY BLAMED Foa/ AUERBACH'S SDLI

MUNICH Aug. 18, (JTA) ~-- Jewish enterprxeés\m%a-varm were closed today
during the funeral of Philip Auerbach, former head of the Davarian Restitution
Office, who committed suicide after being sentenced last Thuareday by a German
court - which included three ex-Nazi judges = to 30 months imprisonment for
embezzlement of restitution funds. : :

Liberal circles here blamed the American occupation authorities for Auerbach's
suicide., They pointed out that the occupation authorities were rzsponsible for his
appointment to the post. of Restitution Commissioner and that his trial should have
béen conducted ‘in camera before an Alhed court and not before a German court

A spokesman for the German Soc1al Democrattc Party emphaswr’d that Auer-
bach's suicide was 'final proof cf.his devotion and sincerity with which he addressed
himself to the task of bringing relief to.victims of Nazism in Bavaz ia. "' He crltxczzed
tne court verdict as "uncommonly severe'! and added: I -

i

"Even thought it may be 1mpossible to doubt that the court did its best to the
objective, it is still.open.to;question: whether all its ' membexrs weare able to clear
their minds of old prejudices. That is'a. matter Whlch those- cancerned must settle
“for themselves wuth their own. conscxences L Lot SRR

Other cxrcles here pointed out that;. Aue‘rbach tried to secure.at least some
restitution to victims of Nazism at a time when German autheriiies were doing their
best to reduce restitution to a minimum and:postpore - it- as long as.possible.-Some
emphasmed that it was an "utterly umntelhglble mistake! to. appomt a court composed
of former members of the Nazi. Party to try a. Jew who was’'a former;:umunate of a
Nam concentratton camp. R R T L ‘ e:,;:;w.f__ Pel

. Dr. Joseph Klebansky, Auerba.ch’s lawyer who last week announced hls mtentxon
. of appealing against Thursday's verdict, today said that he had no doubt whatsoever
. that hxs chent would have been acquitted of the. charges had he: Iwed AR

? L C }

Bavanan State Reet;tution Ofuce Pesumes Acthtxes. o .

.-
RN [ At

celt e TR Vi

MUNICH Aug 18 (JTA) - The Bavarlan State Restxtutmn ofﬁce. Whlch was not
, operating durmg the several months when the Auerbach-trial fook place, today -~ "
announced the resumptwn of 1ts work

oo A SR I F

There are about 129, 000 restxtution and indemntflcatlon Clalms awaitinr settlement
by this office, it was revealed today. At the same time it. was:also repoxted that an.
‘agreement was reached between. the Jewzsh Restitution Successor Orgamzatton and
ithe Jewish Commumty of Munich under,which the. community is:to receive about
1, 000 000 marks worth of former Jmm.sh communal and heu‘less property :

Anti-Semitic Leaflets Distributed in Sout ern Ba.varta

MUNICH Ang 18 (JTA) -- Antt Sermtxc leaflets bearmg Nam swasttkas were
distributed today in southern Bavana, calling.on.the Germans ''to remember" the
Nazi war cnmmale sentenced to death by the Alhes. B CR AT FRPE

German pllgrxms who returned here from a tnp to Belrut expressed admxratmn
over the reception accorded them by the Arab population and said that they were.
freeted by shouts, of “Heil Hitler" in the Lebaneeé capital. They also expreseed

oooooo
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Adenauer's proposal. HNot a word was said about the candidacy
of any pzrson and Dr. Averbach, who, I thouzht had come primed
to advance his own cause, took the cue from those who preceded

him and went on record as personally endorsing the majority poxnt
of view,

You probably know the reasons assizned by the Kultus-
gemeinden for their nosition. In the first place, they said that
the representative would serve as a '"yes man" to the Geruan govern-
ment. In the second plice, they maintained that if the present
German government 1s interested in consultingi with German Jewry

‘ on any issue, the government could reach out to the elected repres-
\ . entatives of the Kultuggemeinden,

, When I.spoke with Dr. Ausrbach after your telephone
call, he told me that not only were the Kultusgemeinden in the US
Zone resolute in their position taiken at Stuttgart but that the
gemeinden in the French Zone were of the same opinion. He added
that he was confid:nt that the Jews in the British Zone would take
the same stand,

You indicated to me ‘n your telephone conversation
that you would like my opinion on the general issue, as to the ad-
visability of havin: a representative at Bonn.. I start with the
premise that regardless of what Jews elsewhere think about the
wisdom of reconstituting a Jewish community in Germany, such a
community is a fait accompli. Althouzh its ultimate size is un-
predictable, I feel that given favorable conditions in Germany, it
is not improbable that this community, strengthened by the erst=<
while DPs, will grow, In any event, to deny the existence of this
community is to blind oneself to preaent realities and to conclude
that the people who comprise this group have no problems unijue
to them is obviously unrealistic. My present thinking leads me to
the conclusion that it would be valuable for this Jewry to be re-
presented at Bonn by someone who might properly guide the government
in its formative perlod, on issues affecting Jews. I do not believe
that the person occupyinz the post would npcessarlly have to be a
"rubber stamp" of the government.

The principal obstacle to this p01nt of view, and
there is respectable local opinion which is in agreement, is the
unavailability of = su1tanle individual to fill this post. Despite
the reasons assijned by the Kultusgemeinden for rejecting the
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I{HILIP AUERBAC& COMMITS SUICIDE ACT DUE, ‘I‘O VERDICT OF GDRMAN COUR
N~ s
MUNICHM-Aug 17. (JTA) -- Pluhp Auerbach former Restitution Commxssmner
of Bavaria, who was convicted by a .German ¢ourt, dominated by ex-Nazi judges,
of embezzlement in connection with funds allotted to Jewish victims of Nazis, com-
rmcted suicide in a hospxtal here yesterday by takmp an overdose of sleepmg pills.

The former Jewish offxcxal who was the target of anti-Semitic propaganda in

! post-war Germany, was sentenced last Thursday to 30 months' imprisonment by

\

a court composed of five judges, three of whom were former members of the Nam
. Party. After the verdict was issued, he announced that he would appeal agamst it
and termed it "'a second Dreyfus affaxr. "

Yesterday his wife recewed a letter from him from the hospital--where he had’
. been treated for a kidney ailment under police custody--stating that he would never
get over having his "honor dragged in the dirt. " During the night he took hig life.
_Police refuged to give any detaxls about his’ death

; At his trial, which started in April, he was accused of illegally paying out
3,000, 000 marks in false claims to Jews during the five years when he was head

of the Bavarian State Restitution Office which was set up by the Allies, An appeal
to John J. McCloy, American High Commissioner at that time, to transfer the case
from a German court to an Allied court brought no’ results

( Three of Auerbach's former associates in the restitution office were also sen-
tenced last Thursday by the same court., One of them, Rabbi Aaron Orenstein, was
sentenced to a year's imprisonment and fined 10, 000 marks., The other, Dr. Klaus
Koenig=Ohnsorg, was sentenced to a year in prison and 200 marks fine. The third,

Dr. Berthold Kornisch, received a four month jail term and was fined 500 marks.

"Herr Auerbach visited the United States in Qctober, 1949 to help expedite claims
of damages for 10,000 to 12, 000 former mmates of Nazi concentration camps who-
now live in the United States and Canada. Himself a war-time inmate of the Ausch~
witz concentration camp, he was an active opponent of reviving Nazism and led pro-
tests agamst such incidents as the bombing of a branch office of his commission in
Nuernberg in March, 1947; repeated desécrations of Jewish cemeteries in Bavaria
and the acquittal in March, 1950, of two former Gestapo officials charged with
war crimes,

Tnal Should Never Have Been Held Manchester Guardian Says

LONDON Aug 17. (JTA) -- The Auerbach trial in Munich "lit up as with a
searchlight, the sad hatreds which have been seething there during the seven post-war
years, "' the Manchester Guardian said yesterday in an editorial on the trial. It de-
clared that while the technical charges against Auerbach might have been juridically
proved and legal justice done, there was question as to 'the moral’ and pollttcal ad-
visability and even justification of this trial. " :

“Auerbach, the editorial noted," “had been charged with "embezzlement blackmall
acceptmg bribes and attempted submission of false statements.' The paper said that
"few of those who lived through #lthe sauve qui peut' anarchy of postwa- Germany -
whether Allied troops, Germans or victims of the Germans - were entu‘ely guiltless
of one or other of these offenses in either. a good or bad cause.

The paper declared that "the tone and settlnc of the Auerbach trial séem to have
teen even' ' more questionable than the fact of its being held. A Free Democratic
member of the Bavarian Parliament declared that it was 'dlsgraCeful‘ that former.
Nazis should try a Jew and compared the presxdmg judge's conduct to that of Freisler,
a notorious judge of Hitler's People's Court. In spite of Jewish protests, the pro-
ceedmcs were started durmg Passover, ' the paper pointed out. » ? 18 9
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"HARD CORE” DF' S LE?;VE GERMANY FOR NOR WAY,; J.. C F‘NANCES 'IBANSFER

NEW YORK, Aug. 17. (JTA) -- A transport of post -tuberculous pat1ents and’
their families, all buttwo of them survivérs of Nazi concentration camps, will -
leave Munich tomorrow for permanent rescttlement in Norway, under an agreement
between the Norwegian Government and the Joint D1str1butwn Commlttee, it was
announced by the J. D. C. here today

The group about to embark for Norway consists of 44 DP's--18 famlly members. -
and 26 former TB pat1ents who haveteen pronounced medically fit and capable of
eventual self-support. These post-TB sufferers and their families form part of the
several thousand residual "hard core' cases whose ultimate resettlement in hos-
pitable countries will bring to an end the Jewish DP problem in Europe. The total
cost for this long-range program is estimated at a minimum of $3, 030, 000. The
J.D.C. is meeting all costs in connection with the transfer of the post- TB-group '

. to Norway.

The action of the Norwegian Government in offering permanent haven to the post-

TB cases and their families was hailed today by Moses W. Beckelman, director~
' general of J.D.C. overseas operations, as a "humanitarian gesture cf the first
order.' Mr. Beckelman revealed that negotiations now nearing completxon may
lead shm‘tly to the removal of other "hard core!'' displaced persons to permanent
havens in another country. All the members of the transport have been examined
and .interviewed by a missien sent to Germany and Italy by the NorWeglan Governs=:
ment. ~

- 90 SCHOLARSHIP ~WINNERS ATTEND FOUR-WEEK LECTURES ON JFWISH‘AFFAIRS

HANCOCK,. N Y Aug 17 (J’I‘A) -- Phxhp Bernstein, associate director of the
Council of Jewlsh Federatwns and Welfare Funds, emphasized here that the Ameri-
can Jewish community is.an integral part of the American democratic process. At
‘the same time, he stressed that the structure of the "American Jewtsh communal
life is uniquely American, ' -

Speakmg before 90 scholarshtp wmners, who are attendmg the Brandeis Camp
Institute, and who represent vxrtually every section of the country, Mr. Bernstein®

’ “imparted a comprehensive review of the fund-raising machinery on behalf of local

and overseas needs of the Jewish people. In notmg that the American Jewish com-
munity organization is distinctly-American, Mr. Bernstein also déclared that the
community organization "is voluntary because it stems from an actual need, not
merely a theory."

The students, many of whom are college and university undergraduates, are
participating in an intensive four-week institute devoted to various phases of Jewish
history, as well as music, art, dance and group work. The principal objective of .
the Brandeis Camp Institute, sponsored by the Brandeis Youth Foundation, is to
prepare Jewish youth for leadership in the American Jewish community. Dx. Shlomo
Bardin, national director of the Brandeis Youth Foundation,is scheduled to deliver
a series of lectures toward the end of the month on.the '"History of Jewish Cblomza-*
txon in Israel " :

‘ ALL EUROPEAN B NAI B’ RI’I‘H CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN COPENHAGEN

WASHINGTON; Aug,; 17. (JTA) -~ Representatwes of Europe'a nearly 50 B'nai
B'rith lodges and women's chapters. will gather here Aug. 29 to Sept. 1 for the -
annual conference of the Order's European Committee, it was announced today by
the B'nai B'rith headquarters here. The purpose of the committee is to aid in the
reconstruction of Jewish life throughout free Europe by means of a many- -sided pro-
gram, smnlar in some respects to the B'nai B'rith pr ogram in the United States,

A
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'AUERBACH HONORS URGED
‘Munich Stores Asked to™ Close|-
During Funeral Today | |

MUNICH, Germany, Aug. 17|uP)

—Jewish business coéncerns fin :

" Bavaris were asked to close their ¥ ~
doors- tomorrow, when funeral sérv.|: T
ices are planned for Philipp Auer-|,
‘bach, former leader of the Jewish| -
community in Bavaria, - -

Herr’ Auerbach was convicted of
embezzlement and bribery Thurs-
day by a German court,.which in-
cluded thres former Nazis. Hs dled
Yyesterday of an overdose-of sleep-
ing pills, An~autophy econfirmed
teday that it was sulecide, as his

wife,  Margit, ‘had previocusly an-
© nounced. : : '

The Berlin newspaper Tagges:|}
spiegel urged an investigation into|f
"Herr Auerbach's .charges against|y
the “main  prosecution - witness. s,
Other néwspapers termed Herr!h;

- Auerbach's suicide “a tragie cor-|th
;. cluglon” : and & “iragie conse-|s;
©oiguemes” v e bl T gl
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American Joint Distribution Committee
270 Madison Avenue, New York City dﬁi{%J(j\/4/

August 16 17 and 18, 1952

o

~ August 16 1952

1. § The JTA dispatch from Bonn reporting ‘the West German govarnmeﬁt "not to be
worried” over the delay in the negotiations at the Hague, appars in the Forward,
The story also tells that the Germans expecdt 45 per cent of the materials to be.
gent to Israel to be steel products and 30 per cent to be chemicals.

2, -USNA announces 17 DP familles to be’ arr1V1ng on the S.3. Argentine on Monday., -
(Forward and Day) : . A o

3. The JDC release anhouncing the first transpbrt of hard core“casés being taken
to Norway for permanent settlement, appears in the Forward. The two column cap-. ..
tlon reads' “JOINT TAKIN& GROUP -OF. HARD CORE CASES FOR SuTTLEMbNT IN NORwAY."

Ly Edltorlal commentlng on the end of the Aucrbach trial. Forelgn correspondents
predicted the Nazis would use this trial for anti-Semitic prOpaganda. It was
whispered about “that world Jewry is "backing Auerbach and is urging the Bonn .
government and the Munich court to liberare him." American Jews, the only ones
who might -have drifluenced the course of the trial, know that this.is :not true,

"Not one of the Jewish organizations made the slightest effort to help the de-
fendant " (This was obviously wrltten before Auerbach's suicide became known)
(Forward)’ : - ~ . : »

August 17. liﬁf
p

1. “DR. PHILIP AUERBAGH‘TAKLS HIS OWN LIFE FOLLOWING VhRDIOT BY NiZl COURT“ is a -
scare-headline across the page in.the Jewish Norning Journals A subheadline tells
that-he "informed.wife .he could not. bear the disgrace." The story'is based on a.
Munich dlspatch (no source glven)..: . oo Do

Slmilar front page stories appear in the: Forwarﬁ and in the Day‘ ‘ “5"‘ SR

P2, The~JTA dispatch from the Hague reporting that in the IsraelAGerman negotiatlons
% there is still one polnt in dispute, appears in the Jewish Morning Journal and
i in the Day. .

3. The JTA dlspatch from Vlenna reporting Israel to be negotlatlng buylng 100 mil-
lion shillings worth of Austrian goods provided the Austrian goverhiment will
advance this amount as a loan,appears in the Forward the Jewish Morning Journal
and the Day. «

L+ The JDC release reporting a. transport of former Tb's to be on their way to -
norway to ‘secttle there perminently in dccordance with an ‘agreement betwsen JDC '
and the Norwegian government, appears. in the Jewish Morning Journal. The head- '
liner. reads: "L SICK JLWS TAKEN FROM WUNICH T0 NORwAY u

The story also appears in the Freiheit under the two column caption reading‘~
"JOINT SETTLES -FORMER TUBERCULAR PATIENTS IN NORMAY."

G EditorlalAcommsnting on the Auérbach. verdict, While Jewish public opinion wus

‘ not in the slightest interested to whitewash Auerbach and Ohrensteln, the

Z verdict of the German court "with a majority of Nazi judges" remains decidedly
unconvincing., (The Day)
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August 18, 1952

1. The JTA dispatch from Jerusalem reporting Israel and the USA to have signed two
agreements entailing 73 million dollars of financial aid the USA will give this
year to Israel, appears under-a three column headline on the front page of the
Jewish. Morning Journal.

The story'also appears in ‘the Forward and in the Daya"

2. An airmail dispatch from Tel Aviv to the Jewish Morning Journal reports that
© twenty five families of recent immigrants from Tripoli returned this week to -
the country of their origin, They were obliged,however, to deposit with the
steamship company the return fare in the event that Trlpolltanla should refuse
to admit them.

3. 'The JTi dispatch from Jerusalem reportlng the Israel Cabinet to have decided to
reintroduce in the Knesset a bill on status for the Jewish agency, appears in
the Forward the JGWlSh Mornlng Journal and the Day. , |

Le The JTA dispatch from ‘Jerusalem reporting a group of 'rich British Jews to have
offered the Israel government a loan of L10 million for the development of its
railways,appears in the Forward the Jew1sh Mornlng qurnal and the Day, -

5. The JDC release reporting the transpert of a group of Jewxsh DP's to Norwqy,
appears- in the Day, The two column headline reads: "A NUMBER OF TUBERCULAR
JEWISH DP'S RECEIVE PERMISSION TO SETTLE PERMANENTLY IN NORwAY."

6. A Tel Aviv dispatch (no source givén) reports that "Israel has too many people
engaged.in commerce and the professicns and not ensugh engagcd in farming," The
stery is based cn statistics published by the government.’ (4 dispatch reporting-
the disprcportion between farmers and white=collar workers®in Israel appeared
recently in the New York Tlmes). (Forward and Day) ‘

7+ The Bond Drive announces the appointment’of a Planning Commission to look into )
possible Israél investments. Julian B. Venezky, Rudolph G. Sonneborn and Henry
Montor were named as a delegation of the new commission and will be 1eav1ng for
Israel on September 22, Pictures of the three accompany the story. , o

84 } A story in the Jewish Morning Journal tells that Frank Goldman,pre31dent of
B'nai Brith,appealed to Washington to take steps "to avoid legalizaticn of a-
series of acts adopted by the Austrian parliament which will restore the civil =
rights ?nd the property of about twenty thousand former Nazis." (Jew1sh Mornlng
Journal : : '

9. Editorial commenting on the death of Philip Auerbach. Seemingly Dr. Auerbach
‘could not endure the disgrace of the verdict of guilty. It is unfortunate that -
the anti-Semitic German press used the auerbach case to make all sorts of
accusatiohs against Jews, While Jewish public-opinion refrained frcm converting
the Auerbach case into a "Dreyfus affair" the Germans could not refraln from-
making it into a Jewish affair.(Jewish Mornlng Journal)

Prepared by
Harry Sackler
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ZIONIST ACTIONS' COMMITTEE SESSION OPFNS GOLDMANN ANA LYZES TALKS -

JERUSALEM,: May 7. (JTA) ERS “Israel needs us now and wxll probably need us
for many years to come, " ‘Dr. Nahum (.voldmarm oo~ chelrn‘xan of the: Jevnsh Agency
executive, today told the: opemng sessmn .of:the- Zionist' Actaons Committee, "Ina o

lengthy analysts he. outlmed the major functxons of the Zlomst movement in the 1mtne~

dtate future

He was preceded on the Actxons Commtttee rostrum by Premter David Ben Gumon,

who welcomed the . Zionist pohcy makmg body in‘the name 6f the Israel Government.
The Premler. in.an.expréssion of hts own: credo: in’ relation to. the Zionist. movement
said that the movement’'s. Vigér is not yet :spentiand’ predtcted that it will show new
strength in the.futuve. . He calléd on the leaders:of thé Zionist Organi ation not'to”

. lose théir, faith . in.the future of thé movement and emphasized that the Zionist Or-

‘ stressed

gamzatmds ablhty to accomplish its goals is not ‘dependent on outside factors, "'mot -
even on the State of Israel and its. lawa" bu,t on the ”f?nth and W111 for a ltfe of mde-
pendence of the Jewlsh natmn. IR o

Dr. Goldmann declared that the’ task facmg the Zlomst movement at thts tline is A

. threefold: ad_)ustment of: relahons ‘between Zionism and ‘the’ Jewash nation and: between

: the Zionist movement and: the Israel Government and the stratghtemng out of rela- "

' tions among the, Zionists themselves, "He scoffed.at those who exaggerate the "down- ..
; fall of Zionism.' He pointed out that the day-to- day tasks of ‘Zionism: now are- hot as

' dramatic as the achievements of the movement when it was hghtmg the Palestine”
Mandatory Government:to. brmg in 111ega1 1mm1grants. ‘But, ‘Dr. Goldmann: added
. this is no réason for the Zionist moévement to. develop an mferlorlty complex:- Nor,

* conversely, should the winning of the dramat\c victories of statehood lead té'a’ su~ R

periority complex on the part *of the Israel Government and 1ts offlcxaldom, Re*’

PR
L A

The prosalc, but 1mportant tasks, of the Ztomst movement mclude mobthzatton
- of the Jews of tha world to faké’a.mora active part in working for the Staté ‘of Is¥ael,

the Agency leader declared. ‘He called for: the-creation of two f'fronts” in-the Miove = ‘

‘ment's battle: .. The first-would' be'a front .of all: Jews-=~Zionigt’ and non- Zionist/ ahk’e-——
ito assist Israel .the second. would be Ztomst Meonguest' of .Tewxs!m communities‘all -
over the world ”not by.guns-er by’ an army, but by persuasmn. "

ERNEEN ’- vy

. Goldman Asks Israel Not to Interiere in: U J A -B’ond Drwe Sltuatton b

. ;1 ~
'\l-.

In an appeal for an end to ‘to’ qua.rrels and dtfferences between the Israel Goverﬁ- -
‘ment and the Zxomst moverment, "Dr. Goldmann insisted that Isfael must consider the .
,Zionist movement its ambassador to Jewry. - "If a status is given the Jewish Agency,
1t must be given wholeheartedly, " he added, ; He. demandéd'that Israel's "Ambassador.
not mix into nor.. interfere:in: such. quarrels as those ‘between the, United.Jewish Appeal
and the Israel’ bond drive.’ Israel .must not send théters to the Umted States and "
send cables to the. Jewxsh Agency over these differences, ‘but’ must trust, the' Agency
to settle them, he said.. ; : . .

He called upon the Zionists to drop their, ,mternal quarrels, whu:h he satd were
more of a meunace. to. Israd thah thé threats oi the Ai‘ab States. He suggested the o

E

tablishment of compulsory Ztomst federatlons. Such develop‘ e'x;ts, he;: saidy would
increase the. authonty of the ' Zionist movernent and conveit it'into a tremendous fac- ‘
tor in Jewish life everywhere.

122194
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J.T.A. News -4 .-

GERMAN COURT DISMISSES. COMPLAIN’I OF CENTRAL JEWISH COUNCIL

DUSSELDORF, May 7. (JTA) -~ A slander complalnt f11ed w1th the Brunswmk
court by the: Céntral: Council ‘of Jews in Cermany against Herr Bothmer, ‘a leader.
of the Socialist Reich Party, who called on audiences to ”f1ght world Jewry wh1ch ,
is responsible for ‘all.the unrest in the World 1 was dlsmlssed by the court today

The court, in its verdict, held that a pubhc appeal to fight world Jewry does
not in itself constitute aninsult; world Jewry is not.an. ''offendable' community;
Bothmer's speech had not.been directed. agamst the complamant ‘the Central Coun-
“cil; Bothmer did not-say-he intended to flght world Jewry, with the means of the Third
Reich and, fmally, Bothmer. had no.t demanded the use of" rfotce “and v1olence in the
fight agamst the Jews: o T UL A —,B7(2_ : S '

AMERICAN GROUP S-EE‘KS 'F'A'iii .ﬁi};n FOR AUERBACH iR GERMANY

~~  NEW YORK, | May 7. (JTA) -- The formatton: oF a ”Commtttee on Fair Play for

Auerbach" whlch will seek to enlighten American pubhc opinion ‘on‘the case of -
Ph1hp Auerbach, former head of the: Restitution. Office in. Bavarta who is now on
trial in Munic¢h before a: court composed. of, ,' Judges Who aré' former members of
the Nazi Party, wds announced here today. , . : ‘

The comm1ttee, of whlch Dr Bruno Wexll former leader of Gerr’nan Jewry,
is chairman; will ~seek to raise .funds. in th1s conntry to help m’the défense’ of. Mr
Auérbach as well as to give financial axd to his fam11y A statement 1ssued by the
committee today- emphasxzeq that :during the first de.ys '_o the ti‘lal ‘the’ court " '

. has proven itself prejudiced agamst Mr. Auerbach who was ‘the flr st'Jew to hold a

prominent administrative position;in- Germany after the fal of"the Naz reglme

AN'II SEMITISM INCREASING IN SOUTH AFRICA'S CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS
JOHANNESBURG May 7 (JTA) -= As the bltterness between the‘ Natlonal‘tst
Government of South Africa and-the. opposu.lon mcreaseq | the’ current Constitu? ! :
tional crisis "anti-Semitism bubbles up all over the Natlonalist benches" m Parha-

ment, the local'press raported today. i ’ i SR

It was pointed out that in the four years of Natlonaltst rule ‘of the Umon there has

nevet been such an outburst of anti-Semitism as at present. One correspondent wrote

that ''phrases like the 'Jewish danger ¢an"be heard floatmg .up ‘to the: public gal-

LT e eyt

SENATE GROUP TO EXPOuE USE OF HATE MATERIAL IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN

commrttee,: it ' was learned today 4 h e

The committee staff has been dlrected to prepare and issue’a report analyzmg
and’ exposmg the use of hate.material in the cai‘npalgn Sen. Mike Monroney, of
es of smear propaganda c1rcu1ated

'Oklahoma, sald the commlttee has rnany.,'samp
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Mr. Auerbach was; gullty in makmg state,

e
A
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BAVARIAN MINI‘S'I‘ER LEAVES POST, TEMF’ORARIT Y BECAP E OF AEMACH CASE

© o———— AL

MUNICHPQ May 12 (JTA) -'= Dr Jofsef)h Muellei' ‘Bavaripn Minister: of; Justice, i
today announced that he is takmg a le.:nw of 1-Jsence “fr om h"s pos‘ ‘until-aftera ver- :iia:
dict is issued in the case of Fhil} p "Adeslisch; formet lre:

Dr; MueLler waq charged b\' V‘ "po.sztt'on Sp Akevsjflast week in'thé! Bavarian: Par
liament with accepung a bribe from. oné of the défeddants in thé"Auerbach case./ He::

-;admitted taking money, ‘but, said that it was aséd f 3 "hamtable 'purposes He demed
‘that he had-at.any, tlme mterfered wzth t, A : j : : :

,,,,,

Before the trial started, a number of (zafman newspapers took it for granted that

’;esntutxon payments_ for non-existent Jewwh
e case now as thé trial’ progresseé Onithe-
by Naz1 elements to stxmulate anh L;emnxsrn

victims of Nazism: This'is no longer
other hand .the trial.is. bemo uhh

A Umted States off1c1a1 has | ‘:en atte dmg the trtal as observer gince 1ts opemng
on Passover, ‘American auth Vltles in Gzrraany are also” paymg special attention: t°
the reaction in the: German

ess. w1th regard to the tnal Reports’ analysmg the -
ore ss:reaction are bexng 5

bach case has become Jolitical affair involvmg Bavarian state officials.is i Lol v

~~~~~~~~~~ Hp—

:}nal May Fmd Echo at U N Human Rigl.ts Cofnmisston

Aue rbaci

| w,'

! LONDON May 12, (JT ) == A sugge stion that tne opening' in Germany of the trial
of Fhilip . Auerbach on.a Jewtsh hohday rmght ra1se"‘a mat*et‘ ‘of "prlnctple “whie¢h : sheuld
be brought before the U.N.. Human. Rxghs Commlssmr was‘ made At meetmg here:.: ..
of the executive of the Agudas Israel World Organization by H. Al ‘Goddrian;: werld:t
Ag,uaah Ioader

' LA A B R T N S W RN i

While refraining from veéicing any:views on the. tmal itself, Mr. Gnodman sald the
democratic world would deplere the anti-Seinitic atmosphere ‘of the proceedmgs and”,
the Nam lzke reports of the trlal appearmg in the German press

W
i

%ER LIN JEWISH COMMUNI’T‘Y SE KS GERMANS W‘iO SAVED JEWS FROM NAZIS

BLR LIN May 12 (JTA) - An appeal to Jews throughout t“e'world to. supply the*
Berlin Jewish community with the names and addresses of ‘Chtistian Germans Wi * 7
saved'or supported persons. of the Jewish.faith during the. Nam regtme was publxshed
nere to&ay The plea was s1gned by Rabb1 Frexer of Berhn i

K . .
M S

The Congress of German Authors, meetmg here. has adopted a& T olutwn urgmg :

the Federal Court to "pay careful attention' to literature ‘which 6nce’ agam propagaﬁ-'-"?‘

dizes for Namsm and anti- Semltxsm

Gagln .. ('h.
B .

JEWISH SCIENTISTS AND AR 'rxs"ts wa AWARDS 1IN, HUNGARY ™

E

VIENNA May 12 (JTA) - A number of Jewxsh sczenusts and rtist: are am*ong
the iHungarians awarded the Kossuth prize for outstandmg achievements last’ yedr;
reports from Budapest reaching here said. The pmzes are worth between $1, 000

and; $4 000,
122196

fithe "Bavarian Restitu-: "
tion Office whose trial here is now aitracting wide attentibn throughout West. (zermany

! t to the btafe Department -m Washmgton smce the Auar-:'zs“-.

o
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SHARETT COMES TO U 5. TO ASSI‘ST THE U.J. A AND BOND CAMPAIGNS -

WASHINGTON May 12..(JTA) -~ Israel Fore‘gn Mmlster Moshe Sharett will
arrive in the Umted States cn-May 20 for a_one-menth visit to assist in fmanmal S
efforts on behalf of the Jewish State, a. spo; esman for the Isra°1 Embassy made

.Lknowntoday U S P Y

Mr. Sharett will address a large number of rneetmgs arranged by 'the Américan

5 Fmanmal and Development Corporatton for Israel which is. conducting the bond.drive,
# and . will partlcipate in the special United Jewish Appeal national meeting to-be held
in Chicago on  May 24 and 25,.. He will also-address other U.JuA. gatherings. -The

L Embassy of I§¥ael“is” coordmatmg plans for the Foreign thster s program in the
. United States Coe e : . N

i oty

JE‘WISI—I GROUPS, PAP TIC'PATE INSTATE DEPT. F‘m‘ GN PODTGY PAR LEY

: Gy KRR A C
WASHINGTON,’ May 12. \JTA) -- Re p"eSentattves of ;eadmg chxsh orgamza~
_tions participated in. 2 national conferance on American foreigu. policy: arranged by
“the Department of State for representat*ves 0f.200 groups. :One of the sessions'was
addressed by Edwm M. Wr 1ght actinf" 1melhgenre advisor of tiie Near Eastern Divi-
_sion of the State Deparfment who saxd that American prestige among the Arabs has
dechned becau se 'we identified. ouvsalves w1th groups. winich have exorted pressures."

Robert S Nyburg. ‘ reprosentatwe -of the: Amencan Counﬁtl for Judaism, com-
plamed agamst‘ the eid given'by the United :Gtates to Isrial. "Aniong the groups which
_participated in the.conference, and. the representztives of *he groups, were: ' Dr.
Simon Seégal, Amex'r AN, Jewish Committee:. Harxry A, btc'nbe**g. American Zionist -
Council; A, B! Kapplm and’ Stan]cy Haiporm ‘B'nai. B'rith; Mrs! Laurence Koemgs-

berger B'nal B! ruh Women s Suprerne. Cou’xml ‘Bernaxd Weitzer, Jew1sh War:
Veterans. o :

Also Mrs. I.L. Levy, Natignal C‘ouncu of Jewish Women; Mrs. Sarah Farber,
"National Federatmn of 'f‘omph ’jumtprl c'vis, Phil lip uchu{ Na»wna‘ Jewlsh Welfare
~Board; Rabbi Samuel ?osehbxa.t; Rabhm*cm H.sse m‘*ly, RaLb1 Dﬂwd Pamtz, Umted
Synagogue of America and Raboilsrael Tabak, Synagogue Council of Amerlca.

AMERICAN JEWIQT-I "‘TOI IEW "’)LU;IT E I"(‘R &I:‘R VI("E TN ‘SRAEL

NEW YORK, Mdy 12, (JTA) “i The first group of voluntees s, recrmted by the
Pioneer Women, Lahor Zicnist Womon s Orgamzatvon, from vax icns paxtﬁ of the,
Uhited States.and.Canada for . one: yezr's sarviée in Israel, ‘will- satlfrom New York =
in early July, it was announced here to: iay . This is the finst.t2 me the organ,taatmn
ha.s sponsored such 2 pro;ect o T T

“'Other groupe are expected to leave m August and Septembev Qf thxs year The
women will be assigned to work among the new immig¥ants in the various social

service and educatwnal institutions conducted by the mgter organization,. Moatzot
Hapoalm. in’ Israel The ftrst three montns m Israel Wul be devoted to an_.intensive.
tralnmg course, U P T

The American women,. as teachers, sccial workers, nurses, kindergarteners,;
cooks and housakeepﬂro, will.aid 'in the care of .¢hildren: and in the training of Israeh
women for the basic tasks of homemakmg and chiid ree:mg,  These workers-will:be
paxd the prevallmg mwge rate m Israel for’ uheu- services. o C
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AUERBACH TRIAL;EXPECThED TO END THIS WEEK,; VERDICT WITHIN 10 DAYS

MUNICH, Aug. 4. (JTA) -- The trial of Fhilip Auerbach, former Bavarian Resti-
tution Commissioner who is being charged with mismanagement of the Bavarian
Restitution Office, will conclude here this week, it was indicated today. The
verdict is expected to be issued on August i4, More than 4, 000 pages of evidence
have so far been taken during *he trxal which has been oomg on for several weeks.
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DR. FINKELSTEIN KETURNS FROM ISRAEL; ADVOC.ATES NEW PROJECTS

NEW YORK, Aug. 4. (JTA) -- The unique relationship which exists between
America and the State of Israel must be uiilized to create another 'bridge of spiritual

communication, " Dr. Louis Finkelstein, chancellor of the Jewish Theological Semi- -

nary, declared here today following his return from Israel.
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Justizminister Miiller wirft -

Auerbach Eininischung vor

Miinchen, 13, Januar (NZ). '~ Der bayerische
Justizminister Dr. Josef Miiller warf am Wochen~ .
ende als Zeuge des Landtagsausschusses zur Prii- -
fung der Vorgiinge im Landesentschidigungsamt
dem ehemaligen Leiter, Philipp Auerbach, vor, sich
als Staatskommissar fiiv die Verfoigien in zahl-
reiche’ Angelegenheiten eingemischt zu haben, die
ihn nithts angingen. Auerbach, so sagte Miiller,
habe wiederhoit durch Aeuflerungen den Ein-
druck in der Weltsffentlichkeit erzeugt, als ob
Bayern ein Hort neonazistischer Tendenzen sei.
Der Justizminister bestiitigte jedoch dem ehe--
maligen Prisidenten des Landesentschidigungs-
amites, daf} er sehr fleiflig und energisch an zahl-
reiche Probleme herangegangen sei. o

.Im Verlauf der 2zweistliindigen Aussage er-

klirte Dr. Miiller zu den Behauptungen des zu

einem fritheren Zeitpunkt vernommenen Zeugen

Hirsch, dall er, Miiller, Ende Oktober 1948 eine -
Ehrenerkifrung fiir Auerbach abgegeben habe,

in Wirklichkeit habe er auf eine Frage Auer-

bachg, was ihm vorgeworfen werde geantwortet:

WNichts, aber ich will ehen eine Klirung der

Aufgabenverteilung haben.* Auerbach habe diese

Antwort offenbar als Besiiitigung seiner Un-

schuld aufgefafit. Er, Dr, Miiller, habe Auerbach -
von Anfang an mit Argwohn gegeniibergestan-

den, Im Oktiober 1948 habe er seine Amisnieder-

legung als Staatskommissar betrieben und den

Staatsanwalt beauftragt, alles, was {iber Auer-
bach, hereinkomme, zu priifen. Bs sei jedoch

nicht mbglich pgewesen. stichhaltige Bewéise in’
die Hand zu hekommen.

Der Ausschufy wird seine Untersuchungen. am
25, Jamuar mit der Vegnehmung dreier weiterer
Zeugen fortsetzen.

Dy e e

he “Central Archives for the History of tl

1e Jewish Peop
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y Nel‘ler,Rundiunkspljecher der.|
L Spsitg . o Y - -
israelitischen Kultusgemeinde |
;. Miinchen, 22 "November (NZ). — Nach Mittei-
ilung des Bayerischen Rundfunks wird ab Frei-| -
(tag in der. wichentlichen . Viertelstunden-Sen-
.dung ., Religitsé Feier der israelitischen Kultus-
: gemeinden®” nicht mehr Landesrabbiner Dr. Aaron
iOhrenstein -als Sprecher dieser Sendung auf-
}‘treten. Der Bayerische Rundfunk habe sich in
Uebereinstimmung mit “dem Landesverband
Bayern der israelitischen Kultusgemeinden, so- J
|

|

wie der jsraelitischen ‘Rultusgemeinde Miinchen
wegen des gegen Dr. Ohrenstein anhiingigen Ge- |
richtsverfahrens zu -dieser Aenderung entschios-
sen,, e .
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Mr. Saul Kagan - JR9Y T NY

Dear Sauls - JRS0 Hg. Letter #1250
Ur, Phillip Auerbach

I do not have any special information concern-.
ing the Auerbach case as recuested in your letter ir855,
Ag you know, I trls@ to keep as far away from the Munich
cesspools as possible. Although I too feel that the
o hendling of the Auerbach case by the Bavarian authorities
: has been disgraceful, 1 think the JRS0 must remain aloof
from it for fear. that we will be tarred with the same
brush. : '

I do not - see any particular harm and p0581b]y
some help in letting the Germans know that the Jews in
New York are not part1cu1arly impressed with the Bavarian
concept of democratic lezal proceedings or justice to
the JPWSo

If L should hear any more about the oase, 1
will certainly Let you know.

I had heard about Goldmann's efforts to get
MecCloy to intervene in order to procure Wollheim's re-
lease from Ellis Island but do noét know anything more
about that case eithero

Cordially yours,

e

‘ BENJAZIN B, FERENCZ
BBF,b :
cosddd
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JRSO LetterNo, gﬁ

Mr. Ban,jaminl! Ferenem-JRso Kuernherg .. CONFIUENTIAL

A Committee for & Fair Trial for Pﬁilipp Anérba'ch vas }

‘formed. in New York by Brumo Weil, Weigert and Co. . They ststed

thet they will not enter the substance of the case, but only

fight for a falr trial and due process. The recent article 1n

the Neue Zeitung deploring the manner in which the case has’ 'bson _
handled by the Bavarian Minister of Justioe has’ ereated some sym-
pathy for Auerbsch, : I was vonders.ng whe ther’ you have any’ Anform-.,
ation besides the published material- on the current atatue of the ‘
Auerbach cage, . o 3 S LT e

I hnd. no cha.noo to- rnantion to you up unts.l now that Noxw-
bert Volheim hag been detained in Ellis Island parsuant to the ™ "
provisions of the McCarran Act.” It 1s beliavod—‘-although no. ofw o
ficlal information is available-—that a demunciation was re- - . .
ceived after his arrival in the U.S, ﬁ]iI' ;.originated with eome- AR
one pround Ohronatain. ) . C T

Sinceraly yours,

 Saul Kagan -
SK : AUN B

) CQ.MAL

. MMB
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Mr. Saul Kegen - JRSO I.Y. -

Hy, JRSO N.Y. letter #1212

- " " o o - ] . S " - -

Dear Saill,

Atteched please find two papmEr clippings from the
"Heue Zeitung" co:ncerning the Auerbach case and Dr. Goldman!s

¥isit in Bonn end hig discussions with Mr. MeCloy.
Sincerely yours,

SAMUEL DALLOB
Executive .Officer

Incls.: a/é .
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Zar Vor

§ Milversth

_balten wir es mr ahmmt notwendlg, von vom-
"hetein ganz kine 2a gagen, warwm wir mit den

tolgenden Zellen auf den Fail zurficteammen,
der ot vieldn Monalen weit ither Bayerns Gren-
7en Jiinaus dae Intererse und auch die Phantaste
der Oeffentitchkelt beachiiftigt hat: nuf den Fnl!
Philipp Auerhach,

Nach sorgffiiHizer Pritfung aller mnnngm‘hcu
Unierlngen glauben wir, wm der Ger

dfrckt be!mdet. von nlleclcm nndet u!eh jeded\
in der Ankingeschrift nichis oder nithts Sub~

b

erbac
vty FANEECE) f“

l “dai “der- {chter]
o8 abh:hnto. den. verhotteten fAnaok!aamn‘dem

stantielles mehr. Gcblleh:n frt sber die ?hmn- Par muu.n ¥ Un
der 1} r Ver 8 Ty "’ob‘ggfh&"se%{,ﬁlﬂ“
rungen  von l{ar his tichen i hologh hde!genen

Anerbach wird vorgewor{sn, mit dicren Abtre-
tungeerkitrungen unerinuble Ceschiifte getiligt
7wt lwhen, die Ihim einen Gewinn von Insgesamt
868000 DM clngebracht hittton = blelbt auch In
der Anklogeschrift hitehst verwickelt, und ale
r«rx!rnleLFigur bel dmen Vora*ingen “zaigt wich

witien die Ueharzengung snicht- verachwelgen zx
ditrfen, daB das Vorgehen von JustizbehGrdn
und Staataanwaltschaft e dor Frage Anlaf gibt,
ob nicht Wher slnen Mensrhen der Sinb gebros
chen wurde, bevor dng Gericht alch Uherhaupt
mit dem Fir wnd Wider seloes Falles besehiftigt
und iiher ihn genrtellt hat. Diese Frags nu stelten
1at 1ok eine Verpfiichiung, obwahl wir gennu sc
wenlg wle andnve Sterhliche vorausschen. k8a-
nen, ob wnd Inwlewalt slich Aaerbach vor Ge-
vicht aty schmidin erwelsen wird i Nicht 2u sclnen
miiglichen Verfehlunges und Delikien Stellung
it nahnen, kann alss der Rinn utserer Ausfitha
nmgen setn, Dien an diberpriifen, ohitegt aune

h den Al Miinch Richtern,
W' ‘ndessen ausgesprochen awerden rufl, Jat
el 4 dis Talandie, dnO zwischen den vom
hayerischen Justizministerhon im Mal  dieres
Jahres ten  Beachul! dle
Auerhath vor aller Walt echwerster kriminelier

Delikie und mornlisch anrtichigster Taten zichen, |

und der erst vor kurzem hek nen

er i des Landes.
cnuchéidigungssmleu Dr, Markus Seibald, * °«

Wir fragen: War s rechtens, den A

dlese Eﬁud\eidung sprechen.'D“ Recht:mr'ﬂn-
tersuchung * such bel gerid\tmnh&migen’ﬂ'om
giingen gehSrt zu den’ unvenimt.bmmKontmu--
befugniesen deq Pard ta.'Bina ‘Bl

dlesex Reeht, dis gosgben m."wcnn Varha!tetc

nur mi 7

=5 ‘dtldet
wiirde dem Slnnev‘dor audlfin*’du' .bnyerhdw
Verfnssung ' i

s...—!“

von vornharsin mit soviel Resanz za diftamieren?
Mnn konime nleht mit #dem Einwand, os sel not-
wendig gewrsen, das Pariament tiber den Siend
der Ermittlungen zu informieren und auch die
Ocffentlichkelt in gewissems Umfang auf demn
Ianfenden 2u halten, Dar ist hier nieht stich-
holtlg, THer tnucht der Zweifel auf, oh die auch
im fabmen tolcher Nobwendigheiing Innczuhate
tenden Grenzen der Falrtwess und das Gebol, dnf
man dey Rewelrerhebung diech dos Gerlcbl nleht
vorareifen dart, benchtel warden slad. Dl dicses
Meavent het Strafzachien, In denen Schifion, alss
Lalen, an der Entscheldung mitwirken, besondrnrs
wichtig {at, Uemt nuf dee Hnnd. Wo st der Grund-«
satz mehlieben, dafl jeder als unschuldig glit, bis
er durch rechislerdftiges Urtell einex ordenis
Hrhen Gerichia tile schutdig bafunden 1817 In pel-
uen psychlogischen Auswirkungen kommt der
Bericht des Justizministertumy elner vorwegge-
nommmentn Verurtellung schr naha.

dnB pa
ausschilare atich ?euncn vvr!ndenﬂdurfon’vmd!
ﬂherzcuzcnd ist ouch die: Mot'lviemng ‘darR Al
s Unt Hlers! “Sidtung tder
gerl&nnchen Ermmlungen? Kll gt daginichil ab-
mird, nnchdem Polizel, Staatsanwaltschaftu
Un{ermcchnngcrmuer Tundell; Monate. Im\g den
Fall geprift, Berge von A.ktrm geslchiet«wsd gar)
lesen und eine wvont Vi
hinter sich gebracht haben?, Auaexdem Awlh'e o5
nicht besser gewwsen, sudhiden ' LVer,
dncht 70 vermelden, da' mn“,d.!ar-.vemehmn
durch den Landt (0t
fintie, well sie eln hchst” gee!meterlmuel'!aa
wesen whre, jene politlschenHinterg
zuhellen, von dencn dle Gnigerichilichent, vm
fahren 2u kifvenden atrafrechiiichen ,Beach %
digungen efnfach nicht loezeum werden i kdn!

RIS
Aher

noch clne zweite ‘ver!ahren«
Anomalitht nsm bei genauer Bomcb

RS

A
gt
'.:a%»g.?—

Wor wnllle Jcugnen, dafl diese schwer

AnkTagenchrl(l, 2u deren Fertigsteliung man fast
ein wlles Juhr gehraucht hotte, ein stheblicher
des Anget

und xwei!enx das . Fnkmm dnB  der Vcrlnuf
dex U fohrens hkeiton
relgtt, dle von der rechisblichen Prauk lm(hﬁ-
|end [ ‘des A ten o

Ein nunauer Verglolm rwhrhev\ der nuﬁerorv
sclbat Fac.
]urman erat nach lingerem Studlum verstiind-
tichen, Uber hundert Seifen umfngsenden An-
klegeschrift und- dem Bericht des bayeriachen
Justizministeriums vom 21, Mnl ergibt elner-
aeits, dnfl din Anklagescheift eine Helhe neuer
Vorwtirle, “rem  Belspiel mehrere Fiijle von
rt;w ierschlngung, Brpreasung  und  pasglver

o8,
niger als Insgesamt acht Punkte, die in dem er-
Whhnten Berieht des Justizminlsteriune | elne
bedeulende Rolle spielten, nicht mehr auffiihrt,

s lohnt sich, sich viw Augen zu hnolten, was
sleh offenhar inswischen als for elne Anklngocr-
hebung nich ausreichend hernusgestcllt  hat.
Dnmntu las moen ver der Fﬁkehxmg von 929 Fest-

1d fite

und von sinem Helrng von 1639 968,12 DM, der
angeblieh auf Grund dieser Nenchelds ausgezahit
wurdo Es hiep, dnB avch dlo von elnem Ban«

schelds fn 1i8%he von 730793, 13 DM ebentalls ge-
fAlacht gewesen sefen, wr!ler dnfl In zohire(chen
Fliillan die mm\*andm\muaholhllra fir DPs !n
{lilhe von 500 DM zu Unrecht suagenchilltet

den mel, Man Inz von dor méglichen U e-r«
sehlagung von 20000 Dolisrs, die Auerbach als
Kuotfan fir aln Fxporlgesch#tt van HolzhBu.
fern nach Israel orhalten hahen solife, von fib-
len Schworrhandelsgeschiften mit als Licbea~
rabensendungen deltlarlerfen grifieren Mengen
zolinfiichiiger Waren, von der . Amitsunterachia-
Rung {tidischer \'m-méq-mwene und nicht 2us
elxt von dar Mifhandlung j0discher Mithaft-

finge im K% Grofi-Rasen, Anch woilte, wie' die |

H

B

Stanteanwaltscheft  damais
iefnem kriminellen K711l dla Anerlten~
toung nis polilischer HAfiling verschatft hnben,
Lwell dieser thm _geinerzelt im Konzentratinng.
Jarer Auschaity Lebensmitiot verschaflt hohey .
. Mt nlledem wurde, Auerbaeh dlmkt oder ln-

hesizht,

srigab, ' Auerboch’

«ung enthilt, andererseits aber nicht we- D

i
v,

das 3N 5t 1
lunpen von Sinniranwaltachaflt *Jmnd fec1 Unteh.
ichier. Normalerwslsa:1st dae | andert:

den abilien hewum odar unbawnﬁt bel
der an Wet dox furns gabtiy-
denon Stantsnnwrlfachall zu elnem verstiriten
Slreben nach Usbertlihrung und endgliltiger
scharfer Verurtellung des Besrhmldigten fithren
kiinnen, weil der Ausgang dos Verfahrens silan
leteit zu- ciner Prestigefrage tir dlo Anklngc-
behfirde worden karm?,

Man misig ex drehen avle man will; das’ er-
Iahren gesn Anerbach it ein Polittkam eraten
Ranges. Nicht nur, dnfl es, wie dia hloe Fxi-
Blenz clner vom baverischen Landing eingesetr-
ten !Iux!ermrhnng&auurhm-e- 7eigt, elnen nicht
2 G vischen Hin-
lr-rmund haz — dle Flnn!blhmx Auerbarhz als
der Opfer des
Nutlannlaozinl!«mun mtz tn dis Reglerungarelt

In Strafsachen von hesonderer! Bedeutung, Jhel)
denen dlo Ermiltlungen nidit.vel tontsy
anwallscralt, sondern von e!nm“UnletB\Id‘l ngssy
richior fm Auftrage und an'Stello’der Stuatsony
wallsdliafl gefithrl werden, umelne: ﬂ%em;(‘-n-‘
raptle, fiir cine objekilve und atambpiendmvm
1 tersuchung 2u haben, lat’der Untersus )
fer eindzullg Herr des Ver(uhrcm.aDle*Sh $
nnwal}nchaﬂ. kann ch\gndn Antrﬂgmntellm 1
— 50 Int a5 rech

gen, dle dle Voruate!su&xunmnldxt“ atﬂren.; an:
stcucn. Trst wenn der Untenudmngmcmer dle
Vor S hatgibt dle)

des danaligen bayerischen M{ W

v, Withelm Ifoegner und ssines Innenminirtors
Anset Seibold (belde SFD), und apiiter oblag dle
Aafsichtspflicht (iber dle Titigkeit Auerbachn
dem vom Mintsterpriisidenten, Dr, Hans Fhnrd
grieitelen Finanaministerium Gnd sélnem Minls
sleriatrat Dr. Rithard Ringelmann (helde CRU)Y e,
auch fitr die WeltArrORITORRAIT TSt dns Verfahven
ein Test. Wird heute In Deutschiand, ro aielil
sich dis Frage im. Aasland; ein Stinfverfabren,
in dem der llnuptangok!aule Jude Ist, nuch dann
ohjoltly gefihr(, wenn el ¥all mit der Politlk
verquickt 187 Wenn es filr dlesen oder jenen
dentachen Dolltiker verlovkend erschelnen kiinnte,
als sdor ptarke Mann- zu erscheinen, der mullg
uad geachlokt cine unpopuldiva und robuste Pere
sinlichikeit haltalellt? Wenn cin Interesse bew
stebon  kéinnie, Auerbnch

‘d er
al wur(ln “dio Ankkugetﬁtrlft so[on bol!! Absd}luﬂ
' tataiichliche | 07 Vorunt GPW'B.i die

Stanisanwnischatt thre In der mels\(n.uoldmr
Filien” stetr gewahrto zur&dthalm&auf.r
wiedor aktiv und. stellt auf Grundidesithrivo
Unler fchier ‘Ermittivny éz‘«d
ergebalsses den Antrag an’ du mtﬁnd!ce\
vicht, das Hauptvériahren: zutierttf) Ei
rungsgemb vergeht bel umlanurolche s

ven gernume Yolt, bis: dist Staauanwemchnn
dos Ihr tibergehena Bewcismatetial®slehten?und
dle Ankl‘\ge:dtrlﬂ tertlc:teﬂen*b kanm:"idmn
ebwohl sle nuch

Jederzelt die Akten .des” Unamucb ngsrictilors |
einschon kann, wnﬂ doch d!e Dlstam;mlsd\en
der wel

dom refen U
gehalten, . o

Riltzableiter fir vormulete oder
Mifistinde fn der oheraten Verwaltung eines
Stantes su gobrauchen, wenn man, mit anderen
Worten, dazu nelgen kinnte, dis kriniinelle Seite
seines Falles (iberzubetonen, damit die Ocfiants
lichkelt Ihre Aufmerksnmkelt nicht nut dle Zu-

mit der Hearbeltung der’ Sachel be
Stantsanwiilte migen sehr Hichtigieeln,” 3
dréingt sich doch dio Frage aui,*obmleh for,
cine dems Sinne .dos Gcse!zenwiden techende

stiinde knnnnkr!erc, die
und Unter]. T8t
odur docly sehr gefdrdert haben? RS

Wis sehe der Fall Auerbach mit dor

beit  von « 01‘
ung fchteriicher i “
salicht | ReIcRen hal, Whea eg aber, in- elm:mi milch‘ao

heiklen  Verfahren*:nicht Yangehrachis Lrgewesen,
jedon Eindruck. elng di:mente'cordlaln lzwimhen
.

Problematik in Bayern verflzt fat, ﬁuben zuletzt
|n'eindr!x\g!!d\er Welae die Auaﬁlhrungen'des
L

vermeldcnh ”
Fpera

es
Gerhard Hiesch, gezeigt. Dins! wes er am vergon'
genen Freitag vor demt Pnrismentarischen Uniers
suchungsaueschug, dessen. Vorgehen sich tbrigens
auffallend von der Tonart des eraten’ Memorans

dums dey Jusnzm!nutmiuma dagurdy unterschets!
det, dofl”Auerbach "von den’sMltglledernVdes'
Landtages' nicht {von . vornherein - praktisch alg
Verbrerhct sbgestempelt und sls ‘solcher behans
delt wird, als Zeuge sagte, hat ‘Aufsehon’ ermgt.
Er holbie, 50 gnb er unter andedem. zu . Protololl]
nls Ausrbach.ooch Leiter des Amies war, den
Findruck gehabt, dal. nicht nue. dos Finanzmini-,
rierium, sondern dis ganze bayevischs™ Staats
regiorung sehr froh gewesen solen, dafi es ein;
Stelle gab, die in dar phitzligen Wiedergut
machungsirage” aus eigener Vorantwortung ge-
Bandelt hohe. Seme Enthittiung vellends, daB der
hemalige Oberal Wolfgang Mitller ans Hannover,
der im Dund der Verfolgten des Nazireglmes elue
Totle aplele, herolts In der ersten Januarhiitie,
alse elwn vierarhn Tege vor der Amirschlicfung,
In elnem Belel an Auerbach die Vermutung aus-
gedriickt habe, da man gegen thn, Auerbneh,
elwns unlarnchmon wiirde, veraniafite den Aus-
schafivorsitzenden »u der Bemerkung: ,Daos st
ia hochinferessant, das Ist nntOrlich ein kleiner
Nick hinter dis Kulissen® Nach 'Hiyachs Dar-
slellung habe Miller dirse Informatlonen saf
eioer Sllzung von Angehdirigan der KP und des
VYN erhalten, dle s Bayern sinffetunden habe,
Er kéinne slch das ntr s erkifren, so sagta der
Zenge, dan gowlsse DP-Krelse hercitr dnmals
alwas geren Averbach unternchmon soflion und
daf} die KP dics ertahren hebe.

Niemand wird erwartm, dafl de Jusiiy diosen
Fal vliig nus seinen politiachen Zusammenhins
fen hersusvoifen kann, Aber hat die Stratverfol-:
gungshehitede, deren Pflicht es iat, nlle politischen:
Finfltises ahzowehren, tatsichlich Jeden Anscheln”
elnee Unobjektivitit veanteden? [st die in der
Steafprozeflordinuog  enihalicoe Richilinte, daf)
die Stanisanwaltschaft nicht nr din zur Be-’
Iastueg, sondorn audh dla nee Fnimsmng ﬂnpn
 Angeldagten di
hat, hefolgt worden?

Lasum vdr dle Tabud:en tprtd\u‘ da ist win.

driingt sich auf. < g A
Altenis moralischh und ’.&erstlw}ﬂﬁbenndﬁul!lgl
worden’-“nodx ‘eha: dla» o .\«"erhandlun-
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) . . . . . ﬂ_(" Moo,
Mi. Saul Eecsn - Jis0 Mew York - - “

My. JUSO W.Y. letber 41180

Desr Saunl,

You are probably interested in the attached articles
coreerning bthe Auerybach affair (ind'ictment), the HWICOG move to
Bonn, .:mxl appointment of 2 new radio ammouncer of the Jewish
Community, which apueared in t e liene Ze itung, issue of 28 liovem-

bey 1951,
Sinceraly vours,

: :// ‘,

SAMJES, DALLOB

Irels.: e/c;
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110  Anklagepunkten vorgeworfen,

Miinchen, 22. November (NZ). — Die Staats-
anwalischaft Miinchen hindigte am. Mittwoch-
‘abend die 104 Seiten umfassende Anklageschriff
im Fall Auerbach der Présse aus. Dem-ehemali~

.gen Prisidenten des baverischen Landesent--

jschéidigungsamtes, Dr. Philipp Auerbach, wird in
; wdreifache
i schwere Amtsunterschlagung, Erpressung inzwei
| Féllen,. mehrfache Untreue, Betrug. in vier
;Fallen, einfache passive Bestechung, - Abgaben~
; iberhebung, zweifache Abgabe {alscher’ Ver-
sxcherungen an Eides. Statt und unbefugte Fiih-
i rung eines akademischen Grades“ begangen so~
:vne gegen die Vorschriften des Wahrungsgeset-

iBen zu haben. Die beiden mitangekiagten ehe-
fmaligen Angestellten des baverischen Landes-
i entschddigungsamtes, Dr. Berthold Xonirsch
und Dr. Klaus Franz Berthold Homg-Ohnsorg,
werden im wesentlichen der Mifwirkung an ein-

;gA;zelnen Straftaten Auerbachs beschuldigt.

i Der bayerische Landesrabbiner, Dr. Aaron Oh-

]renstein, wird sich in der Hauptverhandlung we-

E gen eines in Mittéterschaft begangenen Ver-
gehens des Betrugs in Tateinheit mit einem Ver-

Igehen der Urkundenf.alschung zu veraniworten
! haben,

Nach einer ausfiithrlichen Darstellung ‘von
,LAu_erbachs Werdegang stellt die Ankxageschmft
i fe laB Auerbach im Januar 1946 aus seiner
lstg.,, .ng als Oberregierungsrat in' Diisseldors
hauptsachhch wegen unberechtigter Fithrung
! seines Doktortitels und wegen zweifelhafter An-
| gaben {iber seine persbnlichen Verhilthisse ent-
; lassen worden sei. Ferner habe die Tatsache, daf§
| Auerbach damals einen eigenen Nachrichten-
i dienst unterhalten und die engiische Sicherheits-
1 polizei mit halflosen Anschuldigungen und De-
nunziationen {berschwemmt habe, wesentlich zu

flihrt die Anklageschrift den Wortlaut der Per-
5onalfragebogen an, die Auerbach fiir seine An-
stellung im bayerischen Staatsministerium des
Innern eingereicht hatte und in denen.er iiber
Vorbildung und Vorstrafen sowie {iber den Gragd
der politischen Verfolgung faische Angaben ge-
macht habe, Bei diesen Bewerbungen und seiner
: spiiteren Promotion an -der Universiti! Erlangen
i soll Auerbach zwei falsche eidesstaitiiche Ver-

1 sicherungen abgegeben haben. Die Doktorarbeit

M

seiner Verabschiedung bexgetragen Weiterhin |-

e F

Ze]:m Anklagepunkte gegen
' Staatsanwaltschaft iibergibt der Presse 104seitige Anklageschrift -

Auerbachs sei unter Assz.stenz eines Erlanger-

Studenten, die weit .iiber das Mal einer zu-
léssigen berazenden Tahgkelt hmausgegangen sei,
abgefaBt worden.

‘Weiter wird Auerbach Umgehung der Wah-
rungsgesetzgebung vorgeworfen, Er habe Geid-
betrige fiir eine ,,Stiftung zur Wiedergutmachung
natjona}'sozialistis&en Unrechts von- Organisa-
tionen und~‘Einzelpersonen in der Absicht ange-
nommen, sie spiter nach €iner giinstigen Umstel-
fung an df¢ -angeblichen -,Spender“. zuriickzu-
zahlen. Ferner wird Auerbach vcrgeworfen nach
der Wahrungsreform bis zum 31. 3. 1951 unter
Versto gegen die bestehenden gesetzlichen Vor-

izes und gegen das Sammlungsgeschift versto- |Schriften rund 6,7 Millionen DM bei 1368 Kredit-

fillen gewihrt zu haben. Von diesen Betirégen
seien nur 2,049 Millionen DM vollstindig. zurtick-
bezahlt worden, wahrend 1060 Kredite mit einem
Gesamtbetrag von 3,52 Millionen DM noch heute
offenstinden, Auerbach treffe die alleinige Ver-
antwortung fiir den bei der Kreditgewihrung
entstandenen Schaden. Weder habe er sich an
die Vorschriften -iiber die. Gewdhrung von Dar-
lehen gehalten noch die Riickzahlung der Dar-
lehen in ordnungsméBiger Form ilberwacht.

Der Vorwurf der Erpressung wird in der An-
klageschrift damit begriindet, dall Auerbach zu-
sammen mit Dr, Honig~Ohnsorg bei der Auf-
tragserteilung an Architekten und Baufirmen,
die KZ-Mahnmale, Friedhofsanlagen sowie Bau~
pléne filr Synagogen und andere judische Ge-

bdude. anfertigen sollten, unter Androhuno der.

Auftragsentziechung 10 v.H. der Honorare als

ntschidigung fur sich selbst erprefii habe. Ins-
gesamt soli er dabei rund 40 000 DM eingenom-
men haben, von denen er einen kieinen Teil-

i

Auerhach

betrag an Dr. Honig- Ohnsorg ﬁbergebm habe
Weiter soll Auerbach eine Samsnlung fir die Er
richtung .eines Denkmals vor dem Krematoriun
in Dachai in unzulissiger Weise ausgedehnt n
die- eingegangenen-Gelder nicht ausschlieBlid
demn Sammelzweck zugefithrt haben. Betemgun; .
an-umfangreichen unerlaibten Transaktionen mi
Haftentbduadlgungaanspruchﬁn werden "Auerbac
ferner, zusammen mit dem fliichtigen’ Kaufman:
Dr. Markus Seibald und Dr. Berthold. Konirsch,
zur Last gelegt. Insgesamt sollen-sich. Auerbach,
Konirsch und Seibald bei- dem Abtretungsgeschift
zu Lasten der Haftentsdxadxgungsberecht;gte u.m
rund 800 000 DM bereichert haben. & ~°

Dr. Konirsch- soll - sich durch Inkorrekthexter
bei der Beglaubigung von eidesstattlichen Erkld-
rungen auswandernder Haftentschiadigungsbe-
rechtigter fortgesetzt der. Falschbeurkundung
schuldig gemacht haben. . : :

Neben verschiedénen unsauberen Finanzmani—
pulationen -mit Spenden fiir Wiedergutmachungs-
zwecke, soll -Auerbach versucht haben, vom.Wie~
derrrutmachunzsamt Wiirttemberg Hafténtschadi-
gungen fiir 111 nicht existierende Personen zt
erschwindeln, Landesrabbiner Dr. Aaron Ohren-
stein-wird vorgeworfen, bei dieser Aktion, dem
sogenannten ,Fall Wildflecker*, bewuBt zum
Betruge Mittaterschaft geleistet zu haben. Er
soll, ohne jemals die angeblich zur Auswande-
rung bestimmten DPs in. dem Lager Wild-

.fiecken aufgesucht zu habén, .in unterzeichneten

und gesiegelten Niederschriften bestdtigt haben,-
da8 die Auswanderer persdnlich vor ihm er-

schienen seien und ihre Angaben iiber Haftort

und Hafizeii eidlich bekr#ftigt haben. Die be-!
antragten Haftentdladlgungen .in Hohe. von;

P 251, 460 DM soliten auf das Privatkonto vor |
+ Auerbach undg Onrenstein iiberwiesen werdeér’
| Durch die am 2. 2. 1951 erfolgte polizeiliche Be
i setzung. des Landesentsdmadlgunﬂs;amtes sei die=

ser Plan jedoch zerschldgen worden. .

in der Hauptverhandlung werden auf Antrag{
der Staatsanwaltschaft msvesamt 101 Zeugen und A‘
3 Sacnve*standxgn vernomunen. .M//gq
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Hovember 19, 1951

Mr. Saul Kpgan - JRSO N.Y. - : : ‘ :
Hq. JRSO K.Y. letter $1177

Dear Saul,

1 am attaching two ¢lippinges from the "Neue Zelitung"
of 16 November 1951 conserning ths indictment for Azerbash and

the Adensner statement.
Sincerely yours,

SAMUEL DALLOB

Inclia/s.

Fomad
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© ane SOWIE. ogleruny, heiBt es in dér:Note, habe’ﬁ\. 3
: ba‘eits amtlich damuf hlngewiesen. da.B der R

¥ —

,r ‘Gutachten empﬁehlt“-i .
| :Haftentlassung Auerbachs

Miinchen, 4. Novembper (NZ). — . Der Miinchener
Untversitétsprofessor Dr. AMred Schittenhelm
befitrwortete in einem kiirzlich der Miinchener
Staatsanwaltschaft {iberreichten Hrztlichen .Gut~
achten eine sofortige Haftentlassung des’ehe-

entschidigungsamtes, Philipp Auerbach, In'dem
Gutachten heifit es unter -anderem, eine weitere
»Geéfangenhaltung” kdnne dazu fxihren, T daB
eventuell Lebensgefahr bestehtd, -
Auerbach léidet an ‘einer Nieren- und Zud(er-
krankheit und wurde aus diesem Grunde aus

ein Kranken:haus tberfithrt. - .

maligen Priisidenten des bayerischen: Landes~

dem Uniersuchungsgefiingnis’in: Stadelhelm in s

,,ﬂgeﬁl

i Mi}ncheu, 15. November’(NZ) - Nadi Mittelm
‘lung ‘det:. Staatsanwalhschaft Miinchen’ wird*die!
'Anklage” gegen ‘den’ ehemaligen Pritsldenten des;
‘bayerischen ‘Landesentschidigungsamtes 7 Phi~i
Jipp- Auerbach, voraussichtiich am: Freltagmorgen
‘eingereicht werdea. Eg ist. damit zu.yechnen, dal"
-Staatsanwalt Wilhelm" Holper vor dem am Frei-!

- |tag +tagenden Auerbadw-Unbersumungsaussde

;des bayerischen " Landtags- eine’ Erklérung. Zur -
Ankl.ageerhebung abgeben wxrd.,‘;,,-;:..:g e ; P

1'Dle.Anklageschrift 'ist_berelts geit imehreren ~~._

Tagen im: Entwurf- fertiggestellt Die ‘Verzige-:
rung: in - der ~ Anklageerhebung' war’ idiirch dle-
i technischen Schwierigkeiten der: Vervlelfﬁltigung
‘der etwn )104 Seiten!'umfassenden "Anklageschrift

'bedingt,“Einzelheiten : iber :den: Inhalt “der" CAn~
klage werden .erst bekanntgegeben, “wenn’ die
: Angeklagten - selbat : formell “in - den Besitz der
}Amuageschriit gelangt slnd. i

i Gindl klagt gegen ngelmann 7
t.]. ‘Der Zeuge des Auerbach-Ausschussés des
bayerischen Landiages und - ehemalige. Sach-
bearbeiter im Landesentschidigungsamt, Dr. Otto
i Gindl, kiindigte am Wochenende elnen Strafan-
i irag wegen Verleumdung gefen Staatssekretir
g Dr. Richard Ringelmann an. S#mtliche von Dr.}!
i
f
i
!
én
S

‘Ringelmann vorgebrachten - Behauptungen, - 50
sagte Gindl, sefen falsch oder entstelit. - .

Seine diversen . Reorganisationsvorschliige .und
Hinweise auf Korruptionserscheinungen® im
Landesentschidigungsamt,: fiihrte Gindl weiter
aus, die er mit einér Bitte um Ueberpriifung der
Geschédfisfiihrung verpunden haite, hitten sich
durch das  Prizfungsergebnis "des Obersten Rech~

7= | nungshofes und das inzwischen von der Staats-
‘ M-1 anwaltschaft eingeleltete: Verfahren -in ihrer|;f,
: .- | Richtigkeit bestitigt. - Dr. Ringelmann sef trotz] d;

3= | der zahlreichen Hinweise nicht oder nicht ener-
gisch genug gegen-dié Mifisténde eingeschritten.
~| Die Behauptung.Dr. Ringelmanns, die Reorgani-| 4 ; .
r | satlonsvorschlige ‘Gindls . seten . eine Kople der : /\\.’, ’ Q[
r | Vorschllige des Staatssekretirs, wies Gindl als o at A : ’
~ | unwahr zuriick, da diese Vorschlige von Rirgel- : V . ’ ‘

mann in einem Gespriich, nicht aber in schrift. . , )

ep | licher Form, ausgesprochen worden selen. j - S ,(J-i\ Lo
a Zu den Behauptungen- Ringelmanns, er habe . S (VY % /u &n R
‘9| kein Recht zur Filhrung des Doktortitels, er- 8 ] ‘

{ klirte Gindl, er .habe Beweise fﬁr die abgelegte Y ' s ‘ o S C
Prufungin der Hand.. . e / ‘ -

E ER o ,.’, . . M AP . ' ’ -
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ABUAR | i/
HEADQUARTERS : /» P
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

APO 696 A . U. S. ARMY

March 23, 1951

File #1510
Mr.Jli Rock i f
Jewish Hestitlution Successor Urganization iy Vv A
: - 270 Madison Avenue o V&Avﬁjfﬁjﬂf’*f

o New York, N. Y.

Dear Elis: ‘ JiB0 Hq. Letter #802
' - _Re: Dr. Auerbach

I have deliberately abstained from commenting on the
Auerbach affair following his arrest. Although as you know, I have
particularly enjoyed hitting him while he was up, I do not like to
kick anyone when he is down.

‘In reply o your letter #526, I can only say that
I do not know of any association between the Joint or the Agency and
Auerbach which would :enable anyone to smear our operating agents.
As far as the JRSO is concerned, our disassociation has been veneral-
1y acknowledged and widely publlclzed for a long time.

, Auerbach's successor has not yet been appointed. The

' fiost likely candidate ab the mowent is a Dr. Sdralek, a member of the
SPD who does not have a bad reputation. There seems to be no juste
ification for the rumor that a former Gauleiter of Poland may be ap-
pointed, This rather ridiculous story may have originated from the
fact that a Dr. Zeis, one of tho persons examining the files in
Averbach's office, presumably cooperated with the “Nazi war criminal
Frank during his activities in Poland.

- : Certainly the ouster of merbach is being used as an
- sxcuse for delaying indemnification payments. As I indicated pre-

viously, it is also acting as a deterrant to any bulk seltlement
with Bavaria. On the indemnification side, Sam Haber as well as the
Agency people in Munich have been .trying to keep the ball rolling, and
it will eventually proceed again. There is no scientific way for
evaluating the damage that has been donebbd the word 'vestitution »
or “WLedergutmachung", has acquired an incfeased malodor in these parts.

Cordially yours,

- - \‘\‘/ > ’
BENJALIN B. FERENGCZ

: 1 N4
(.«13&._1.0
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION b(}MI\llT’i‘Lh/(

119, RUBR SAINT-DOMINIQUHE ] TELEPTONR

BUROTHAN BXBCUTIVE ' PARIS (79 ) 87-83
COUNUGLTE ~ : INVALIDES { 87-b5

79-37
CANLES & TRELREGRAMS

JOINTEUND - PARIS

\\ ( February 1, 1951

TUAMQ

CONFIDENTIAL W

Paris-JRSO NY Letter #53

Tot  Mre Eli Rock, JRSO NEW YORK
. Mre Robert Pilpel, AJDC NEW YORK

. Fromt: AJDC PARIS

Re: Auerbach Crisis - Our Ref, OGC/US/8~7

Dear Eli/dear Bob:

I have just talked to Sam Haber in Munich in order to learn the
“latest developments in connection with the Auerbach investigation.
. Haber reports that things continued all of this week at a high

pitch with the follow1ng dewelopments:

(1) Auerbach was teetering on the point of tenderlng his resignation
from his government post and, in fact, was scheduled to do so this -
morning (Thursday) after lengthy sessions with Jewish leaders and or-
ganisations which apparently have been pressing him to resign, However,
. the morning press falled to continue its harping on the Auerbach affair,
and’ the only paper which gave it any attention concentrated on pointing
v » out that no charges existed personally against Auerbach. Hence, after
| ' . finding one paper favourable and the rest silent Auerbach decided he
' was rehabilitated and withdrew his intention to resign.

(2) All of his employees have been released on holiday until February 15,
. and noone is being paid indemnification benefits. In short, whatever
the technique, the authorities have closed down the indemnification payment
- shop and all is at a standstill.

(3) Haber reports that high and important forces are at uork to oust
. Auerbach, and while he was unable to mention any names over the phone
“his remarks seemed to refer to Buttenwiéser and other HICOG officials,
Haber feels no matier what tactic Auerbach employs they are out to get
him removed from office and will do 500

(4) Notwithstanding all of these difficultiea Auerbach in another directi@n
still continues to demonstrate influence. After taking his beatin§ from

s The loint Distibution Commitiee ceceives its funds in the United States through the United Jewish Appeal. Outside
~ of the United States, the Joint Distribulion Committee has the aclive cooperstion of the South Alrican Jewish Appeal;
United Jewish Reliafl A, gencces Canada; Central British Fund; Organizacion Cenfrol de Ayudo, Armentine ; Comites Auxiliar

do Joini, Brazil; Umte dewish Qverseas Relief Funds, Austmhn Joini ke!lef Committee, Mexico ; end othars, 1 o0 :

‘- l—_n 1 2
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TAMERICAN JOI1 NT DISTRIBUTION CO MMITTEE

119, RUB SAINT-DOMINIQUR : TRLRIHONE

. . . ' HT-R3
mn:‘nm AN BNECUUIVE - CPARIS Y .
: : TNV ALLDKES | B7-6G
: COUNCIL : I
1 79-37
.z*‘ CARBILEN & DR F(”U\Mh

JOINPEFUND - P ARTS

¢

o

Ben Ferencz he went to work on the lump sum settlement question, and.

in spite of all his headaches he has arranged a meeting for next Monday
at L pemo with the Minister President, the Minister of Finance and the
State Secretary of Bavaria, Auerbach and JRSO for the purpose of sitting
down to a serious consideration of JRSO!'s bulk settlement in Bavaria,
He elther has it on the boys or they are humouring him while cutting
his thmat.

(5) Haber is privately and unofficially working through IR0 lawyers to

secure emergency arrangements whereby bona fide claimants, particularly

those about to depart, should continue to receive their indemnification
payments and thereby not he impeded in their resettlement. Haber feels

confident that IR0 will be able to work it out with HICOG and the Bavarian

Government, Haber also stated -that there were other important problems
: developing in connection with this invastigatlon which he could not hint
: at over the telephone but which he will cover in a conf1dent1al written

‘ report,
. Sincerely yours;
: Jggfizd:j_:2§;;soh
JJJ/ht

ccd Hr, Beckelman |

i

The loint Distribution Commiliee receives its lunds in the United Sistes through the United Jewish Appeel. Outside
of the United States, the Joint Distribution Commitlee has the aclive cooperalion of the South African Jewish /{)peal
United Jewish Relief Agencies, Cannds; Cenlral British Fund,; Organizacion Central de Ayuda, Argentina ; Comiles Auxilior

. do Joint, Buasil; Unite Jewrs!a Overseas Relief Funds, Austrelin; Joint Reliel Commiltee, Masico ; and others. non 1 3
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION ; (/{f? A/
P ‘ At '
APO 696 A | | U.S. ARMY/, U\V.f\(,: !
February 2, 1951
File 1510
1570
Mr. Eli Rock

. Jewish Restitution Succ:ssor Organlzatlon

270 Madison Averue

‘New York, N. Y.

Dear Elit  JRSO Hg. Letter #733-c
Rees Dr. Auerbach

I have before me Jerry's excellent and very interest-

ing report of the Munich gemeinde meeting. I left after the JRSO

matters were discussed and was thereforé not in on the disputes

concerning l'affair Auerbach.

I agree fully with Jerry's statement that we shall
have to proceed cautlously in this whole matter.

In this connection I have just received a call from

. Dr. Kreutzberger's office requesting the JRS0 to join in a press

release which would deny Auerbach's assertion that the sedzure’

of the indemnification records constitutes a demonstration of anti-

Semitism and which would further state that the Jewish organizations
do not share Auerbach's views but welcome a cleanup of any il- .
legalitles in order to safeguard the interests of honest claimantse

I felt that I could not join in such a statement, Al-
though I certainly was not in favor of shielding Dr. A. from any
of theé consequences of his evil deeds, the JRSCO did agree to a
truce in oxder Lo obtain his aid on global settlement., Having
agreed to accept his frlendshlp, I could not at the first moment
in which he is exposed join to strike him down, I suggested that
if a statement %pst be made to counteract the falsehoods being

spread by Dr. A. ®avoid such statement becomlng a personal attacke.

Averbach sent us a cable today stating that he had

" arranged a meeting between JRSC and the Bavarian Minister Pre51dent

the Finance Minister and the State Secretary Ringelmann for Monday,
February 5, on the question of bulk settlement. I do not know
whether his presence on our side will be a kiss of death or not.
However, I have the feeling that since he is not our representative
but on the contrary, we deal with him as a German official, his
arguments in our favor can do us no harmm, I also feel that‘kuerbach
is now in a terrible spot and he will have to argue for us if he

is to preserve for himself any possible vestige of friendship among
Jewish organizations. At the same time all of his allegations of
anti-Semitism will put the Bavarians in a position where they will
have to be very careful in their dealings with the JRSO. It may
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even persuade them to make a settlement with us in order to re-
fute Auerbach's charges. I therefore see no real damage to the
JRD from all of the excitement and 1nvect1ve concerning the
1ndemn1f1cat10n scandale
i,

Oof course, here as elsewhere, any damage to any Jewish
5 , group causes a shadow on all other Jewish organizations. As you
; know from our correspondence in 1949, the use of fraudulent docu-
: : ments in connection with indemnification was not unanticipated but
the situation in Munich had reached such a depth of d egradation
and exploitation that police action was bound to follow, Most of
this could probably have been avoided if a responsible man was in
charge and there Auerbach must, I feel; share the blame whethor
he is ever brought to trial or not, Despite these sentiments I
do not believe the moment is opportune!for the JRSO to do anythlng
which will add to the man's miseries or invite his opposition in
our negotiations with Bavaria, |

You will no doubt be hear%ng more of this_same subject.

Cordiaily yours ,

o T,
- BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ
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Paris—JRSO NY Letter No, 49 f \* M" {f\b

To:  Mr.Eli Rock - JRSO NEW YORK . . - (/

Mr Robert Pilpel - AJDC NBW TORK
From: AJDC PARIS , §

Ret  Gemeinddmeeting Munich - Our Ref, 0GC/US/8-7

Dear mu/ dear Bob:

You have already learned from Ben of the Meeting of tho Zerrbralrat of
German Gemeinden which tock place in Munich last Sunday. The meeting
gave Ben an opportunity to air and meet all of the vicious charges which
have irresponsibly been thrown at JRSO, and Ben wes in.turn very sbly
acquitted JRSO and explained the reasons underlying JR30 activities, On
the whole I have the impression that he substantially met objections and
for the moment at least JRSO critics have been si.lemwd.

The prineipal object of this meeting was to find gome means of coordinating
the various representations which are separately being;made on questions of
restitution, indemnification, Jewish claims, eto, While the Gemeinden seeméd
intent on securing a machinery, the.effect of which would place all proposed
gotion before thep for approval before such action is taken, there was ultimate
recognition that this was not feasible nor justified since outside organisstions.
had independent interests which did not warrant scliciting the concurrence of
the Gemeinden, In fact, in a short steering committee meeting following the
main meeting it was’ agreed that there should exist an informal clearing house
of information so that the General Secretary of the Zentralret would pass in-
formation to the JAFP, the Israeli Consul and ourselves and in turn we would
advise him of proposils and activities being undertaken abroad., No formal or
physical arrangements will be made to implement thie a.nd everyone secmsd
satisfied with the 1oose kind of agroement arrived at,.

The meeting in fact was overshadowsd by a pmblan imolving Auerbach which mAy
assume very serious proportions affecting other questions of Jewish interest, -
On Priday night the poliece descendsd upon:Auerbaeh's office preventing people

- from entering his bullding, and by Sunday a corden of police had been thrown

- around the offices of the Central Committee at 12a Moehlstrasse. The charge

and reasons for these actions are alleged maes falsifications and fraud in
connection with indemnification claims and their payment. By Monday it was
clear that this action was front page news in every city of Germany and the
radics were blaring and: cnmenting throughout the weekend, Curiously it appears

2o 8
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.that Auerbaeh is not charged with any personal wrongdoing and all cffioial
statements exert themselves in underlining this fact. .On Monday a meeting

 of the Zentral Direktorium of the Jewish (Gémeinden took place at the lsrasld
Consulate, and while it had convened for other purposes it was understandably.
‘forced to devote its entire attention to the affair Auerbach. In fact, a leak
to the press attributed to Auerbach declared that the Zentral Direktorium had
been suddenly convened in defence of Auerbach and for tha purposes of inter=
vening. i

At the moment the faets are beclouded and obscure, but the varkoua threads
seem to twist together something like thist A .

The U,S. Land Gommissioner and attorneys from his’ offieea are’ intereated in

this investigation and are participating with the State!s Prosecutor in pressing
“the investigation. In their private conversations the varioua Gemeinde leaders

appear to acknowledge that wholesals fraud has been going on in connaction with

indemnification of the following types: ; oo o

Large numbers of claims have been filed by people ineligibla for paymnnt under
the indemnification law becauee they suffered injuries not covered undsr the: law.
In this comection rraudulent donuments had been filed and p&yments made.

A second major eategory cf offenue exiats in connection with claims filed on .
f behalf of non-existent pérsons or with. respect to damages: and injury to persons
- who had never exietad. Obvioualy again such ¢laims are: supported by false

' documents and here & ring of raoketeera would exiat.

Thirdly, a category of violationa involving required kick back and bribery in
order to secure prompt aotion on claims together with enormous alleged rebates’
and commisaions for paying and 1110gally transforring indamnification moniea.

~ The invastigation 18 procaeding as & John Doe invoatigation in saarch of unknown
b or unnamed wrongdoers‘ 20 : ,

At the same time it is amphasiued that no ohargas or svidenoe exist againet

Auerbach personally, and he is therefore neither sispended nor deprived of

office, His offices, however, are invaded by police, the keys of his buildings

have béen turned over, hie mail and files have been ueimed and he is virtually
. under house detention though not fonmally B0y Do

Auerbach's explanation has boen that hh>has demanded to bee peraonally charged
or investigation discontinued and that ths whole affair is a political attack
against him by the Nagis because of his pro-Jewish activities., He has been.
trying to induce the Gemeinden to make this an 1ssus of ‘anti=-Semitism and theret
defend him on such grounds. The Central Oommittee haa been pressing in similar
3 ¢ inv BN o_diseontinue indemnifi
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, " therefore
cation payments and to close the operation, and they/argue that the Gemeinden
must ‘act to insist upon eontinued payments and no interruption of operations
go that DPs about to migrato may receive their money and depart.A

The Bavarian Minister of Juatice, Hueller, 1s an old politieal enemy of .
Auverbach's, and on Monday in a Cabinet meeting demanded that Auerbach should
resign., Auerbach claims that the Cabinet rejected this demand on grounds that

no evidence existed againast him and that therefore he is neither under suspension
nor remved. The Gemeinden very properly reason that they cannot seek to inter-
fere with the investigations, that they do not have faots sufficient to enable .
them to understand the aspects of the problem or to meke any demands, that it

is important that the operation continues so that innocent people could get
‘their money, and acoordingly.they were unwilling to send a delegation to make
any demands such as Auerbach reguested, This position,’ in fact, led immediately
to Auerbach's tender of resignation from the Zentralrat whieh in the next biéath
- he pulled back by continued partiolipation. -As of Monday then the compromige was
that the Bavarian Gemeinde would send a delegation to the Bavarian Government to
ascertain what are the facts and would report to the Direktorium on T‘uesday.

I left on Monday B8O that I have no last minute infonnat‘ Ny

JDC 18 in no lqry imolvod in the work on indmnifieation oi.ther direotly or: in—
directly, nor does it appear that URO whom we financé. is involved. However, .
: from the private discussions within Gminde oircles it seeams clear that large
' scale corruptlion exlsts and its effects and reverberations will probably be felt’
) in Jewish quarters and activities ent.irely separate and unrelated to this mattere
I anticipate that notwithstanding the professed intention of the Bavarian officials
" that there shall be no interruption of indemnification- payments and activities
a point will come which necessitates the slowing up or halting of such payments
in ofder to find an affective means of sorting cut fraudulentclaims from valid
ones. At this point we will doubtless receive demands for. assistance to interw:
vene with U,3, and other authorities to insist upon the eontinuance of payments,
I think we shall have to proceed cautiougly and on the basis of considerable -
thought, since we must avoid being charged with efforts to- obscure an inveatf-
- igation or ;n'event it from bedng effectively carried out. . -

Doubtless, anti-indemification politioa will creop into thia md will axplox:ia
the situat ion as a means of destroying the indemnifieation systems It 1s going
to be hard to grapple with or countér-act thia, Whether it will spill over into
restitution and similar matters one cannot foretoll, but eertainly oppononta of
restitution will afid this inveatigation to their: fuol.

| lm soon as additional infomat&on is forthcommg we ahall baes it on.

ect B.?erencn ' o ' ! Sinoarely yours,

"M,W, Bekkelman '
. mu. Jaeobson

The Joint l)ucmhulon Committee receives its funds in the United States through the Unlied Jewish Appeal Qutside
of the United Siates, the loint Distribution Commillee has the active cooperation o? the South Alrican Jewish Appeal;
Uniled Jewish Reliel Agencies, Canada; Ceniral British Fund; ‘Organizacion Central de Ayvda, Arqentina ; Comites Auxilior
do Joint, Brazil; United Jewish Overseas Relief Funds, Auslmho; Joint Reliel Commiltee, Mexico ; and olhers
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New York, February 2, 1951, 19

From loses A, Leavitt

To Mr, Edward M.M. Warburg
Dr, Joseph Jo. Schwartz’

Subject Ben Ferencz is devdloping into quite a dramatist. You will enjoy

this report of a meeting with Dr, Aueérbach, Please return it to
me when you have read it.

COM 2 .9.47. 28M . D (PBOIT7)
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January 29, 1951

File lgﬂO
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Mr. E1i Rock

Jewish Restitution Successor Organlzatlon
270 Madison Avenue

New York, N. Yv

Dear Elig | JRSO Hj. Letter #721-C
REs Dr, Phillip Auerbach

- On Januéry 26 the‘following_comedy'was enacted in Munichs

Act.I Scene I Small Manich cafe. Characters seen plotting - Sam
Haber, Consul Livneh wearing his most diplomatic air, Saul Kagan,
obvious scoundrel, a villain named Ferencz and others lurking in

the background. 4ll seem to be enjoying themselves,

Scene 2 Place - the office of the AJDC, the only respectable
-spot in Munich. All characters from scene I are seated along &
rectangular table in anticipation of a round table conference.

' Fanfare of trumpets. Enter his majesty Phillip (the
great) Auerbach. ;

: Haber begins with his carefullysrehearsed speech about
how important it is that the JRSO representatives comply with
Dr. Auerbach's reguest for a meeting and that in this friendly at-
mosphere all, good things will come to all men of good will,

Auerbach clears his throat and sayss

"You have no doubt heard that the Minister President
has designated me as the one to be in charge of and supervise, etce.
Furthermore, Mr. Buttenwieser, 'as you know, has written a letter
recognizing that I am a very nice and important person, to wits
the millions of dollars which the Americans have paid to German PWs
I will receive for the Jews against mark payments for my Wiedergut~
machungs Fund. Also, for the whole Bund you know I am in charge of
and therefore will grant to Jews millions of billions of millions,
(suppressed laughter). The JRSO unfortunately has opposed these
great efforts on behalf of Jewry and although there is no global
settlement elsewhere, the chancés are hest in Bavaria, due solely to
the "Great?'s" intervention, but he will not tolerate the shameless
sale of dead bodies, cemeteries, historical synagugues, hysterical
Jews and other disgraceful acts of the JRSO; Board of Equity Procedure,
the treatment of the Landesverband and the faliure to recognize late
waivers are condemned., Pouting, thé big man says that he has been
informed by his Washington attorney that Mr. Warburg personally inter-
vened with the State Dept. to have Auerbach's visa to the States can-
celled and he cannot understand this attitude toward one of the lead-
ing directors of the JRSO.
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Act IT Scene I

‘Ferencz replies gently that the information about War-
burg intervening is news and incredible. The JRSG has undoubtedly
made some mistakes but they are prepared to correct these and to work
in friendly harmony with the Fuerer of Bavaria. The purpose of this
meeting is to seek his aid and friendship in connection with the forth-
coming bulk settlement in that Land, Auerbach counters that there
would have been mich more progress if the JRSO had consulted him more
frequently but he had the feeling that he was not trusted and there-
fore all the dlfflcultles. Long pauses

Scene II

g Ferencz is seen ramnoving silk gloves and placing on the
table a massive file, bulging with documents and letters.

"Dr. Auerbach, " he says in a sinister tone, "I am going
to be very frank with you. It is true we have not trusted you and
the reasons are here in my personal file. Entre nous, the biggest
scandal to damage the Jews in Germany has been the crooked bank,
sponsored and organized by Dr. A." Dr. A. mumbles a feeble protests

He.refers to the fact that bulk settlements have been
successfully concluded with Hesse and Bremen but the greatest dif=
ficulties are in Bavaria and the reasons are knowmn.

A document is waived under the Auerbach nose, showing.
his signed, falsified minutes of a meeting, where he tried to con-
ceal from the JR3SO his statement that "there is no hurry on the
global settlement." Ferencz quickly acknowledges that this omls-
sbn must have béen.a clerical errore

He refers to Auerbach's meeting with the Nazi defenders
of major war criminals, to formmlate an attack against the JRD
Board of Equitye

‘He refers to Auerbaéh' intervention to prevent or 1ower
the amdunt of the Hesse global settlement with the JRSO.

He refers to the press attacks launchéd by Auerbach
against the JRSO without foundation and without prior consultation
with the JRSO on the fa cts.

It is suggested that unlees there is a sharp reformation
in Ayerbach!s ways the had better not dare to set foot outside Germany.
liis -friendship will be tested on the Bavarian settlement and the
personal Ferencz file remains personal only if real friendship is
proved. ,

A1l this in slow, methodical succession. Without benefit
of lighting effects, Auerbach seems to be turning blue, green, yellow,
white and red. He is speechless and has shrunken to the same size
as Ferencz. The curtain falls with the spotlight on Auerbach sweating,

182225



«

tve T

. This copy may neither be transferred to a third party nor copied or published wuhout wrilten

permission from the “Ccmral Archives for the Hlslory of the Jew1sh People Jerusalcm , File No.: 7 7 ?

ﬁ-’_w

.

Rock 721-C . ‘ . R
and wheezing. |

Act 111, Scene I

Dr. Livneh begins to restore Auerbach by pointing out
that once a bulk settlement is concluded, the JRS0O will be out of
the way and the control of the new company handling restitution
will be in Auerbach's hands. That will be his chance to really see
a profit from the affair, Auerbach's circulation begins to improve

 and he says, "Yes of course we will.pay the JRSO 25 million and I

figure we can make at least LO million from the claims, The balance
will go to my indemnification fund for the Jews. We must not let

the Germans make a profit but Bavaria has no. money; we cannot pay
more than 15 million." Kagan andF erencz join in churus, Ausgeschlos—

- sen} Ausgeschlossend. .They have sworn to Hilpert not to accept less

from Bav;rla. Auerbach grun in pain.
Scene I |

Mr. Haber rebukes Auerbach for hlS failire to surrender
cultural objects to the JCR, .Auerbach beaten but nods assent. He
vows personal friendship for the JR30, the Joint, the Consul, the
Jews and everybody else. He expresses his eagerness to look forward
to a new regime of cordiakity. He swears that he will call the
Bavarian Minister President and immediately arrange for a meeting
with the JRSO where he, Auerbach, will put all his weight (all)
behind and in favor of a settlement with the JRSO. Evepbody kisses
everybody's cheeks and there is a flow of tears and hand shakes.
Auerbach departs. (no fanfare).

Act IV, Scene I

Livneh, Haber, Kagan and Ferencz accompanied by Ted Feder
join hands around the table and dance the horrahs Curtain. .

Faithfully yours, .

-
j M}:f/\/\_
BENJAMIN B. FERENGZ
. BBF.b
Lcctddd
Dr.K
Dr.L
Dr.S.

Mr.SLH
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January 29, 1951
File 1510

: Me E1i Kock

i - Jewish Restitution Successor Organlzatlon
270 Madison Aveme
New York, N. Y.

‘Dear FElit JRSO Hq. Letter 722-C
Re: Dr. Auerbach

- As an encore to last night's four act play called,
"The Rise and Fall of Phillip Auerbacgﬂyou will be interested
to learn that the press and radio hav&é just announced the seizure
of all of Auerbach's files in his home and in his office. The
police have barred his entry to either place and they are seek-
ing evidence of illegal transactions and forgeries in connection
with the indemnification claims handed by Auerbach's office.

: ‘ ‘ Cordially yours,

i
BENJALIN B. FERENCZ.

. BBF.b
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Jam,ry 29, 1951

Mr, E14 Rock ; .
Jewigh Reatitution Successor Organizatina
270 Madison Avenue

New York, R. Y.

Dear Eli:
JRSO Hq, Letter 722-C

Rey Dr, Ausrbach

Aa an encore to last night'e four act play called "The Rise
and Fall of Fhillip Auerbach" you will be interested to learn that
the preas and radio have juat annmunced the seisure of all of |
Auerbach'e files in his home and in his office, The police have

harred hig entry tn elther place and they are aeeking evidence

of 11lapal transactions and forgeries in connection with the in-
demnification claimg handed by Auerbach's office, -

Cordinlly yours,

Benjamin B, Ferenes

BBF /b

s RN,
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November 13, 1950

MEMO p
‘TO: Dr. Hevesi, Mr. Roock PAAF A F
FROM: N. Robinson A A

Re: Dr. Auerbach

I investigated the situation in Germany. I was
told that there exists little prospect of succeeding -in
eliminating or weakening Dr. Auerbaok!s influence with

the local Jews and the German authorities. It is assumed,

on the contrary that the Jewish communities would support
bim in his fight against the JRSO and that it would be

better to leave this question as it is now, at least for
some tlme, .-

w9 esTIdf ‘“a[doad‘ i{s_maf 3Y) Jo KI0ISTH Y} J0] SPANIY [BIIUD)),, Y] WOL) UOISSILLE
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IER 1SKAELITISCHRN KULTUSOEMEINDER

18 BAYRRY

Jawigh Reatitution Suecessor Organization

" My, F14 Pock

270 Madison Avenue
Hﬁw York 16g No YQ

Daar Mr, Rodks

I8y 4
i i i 5
d - in %
! r{’ 1 d B
N S A ) ’ R 4
L,,&, VAV A
Munich

Hersbg-Man-Strasse 7

25 Oatober 1950

Sines I was unable to obtaln a visa in time to attend your Annual

M ssting on October 20, I hereby with to lodge formal protest mgninst

tho deeisions reached at the meeting, since thesem could not be remched

vithout ths Gormen repreaentatives,

1 expset to hsar further from you,

Sincerely yours,

Dr, Auerbach
Prosident

IOAN
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20 October 1950
Dr. K/uk

. I:
'/MxJ{J(/

I vould like to inform you of the cese set out hereinafter.

Hr. Benjamin B. Perencz
c¢/o Jewish Kestitution Successor Organization/
270 Madison Avenue
Hew York 16, H., Y.

Dear Den,

1) On 9 October 1950 Dr. Auerbach addressed e letter to me in .the follow-
ing terms: B

"In the restitution matter of the Kultusgemeinden Muenchen against
Bender & Hobein I nhave this day concluded & conditional settle-
ment with right of revocation to lLe eXercised within three weeks.
! According to the seittlement the immovable property Muenchen
' Landuwehratrasse 71/73 is to be left to Bender & Hobein against
an sdditional payment of DM 30,000 (DM 10.000 on 1 October 1950,
1% 10.000 on 1 January 1951 and DM 10.000 on 30 April 1951)to a
joint account of Kultusgemeinde and JRSO with the banking house
. of Seiler & Co in Munich.
An pgreement will have to be made wlth JRSO concernlng this
amount, " , ‘

'; 2) I looked together with Dr, Weis through our property lists but we were
i unable to find a proPerty with the description of Lendwehrstrasse 71/73.

3) On 10 October 1950 our Munich Regional Offlce sent me a cony of Auer-
bach'p letter of 9 October 1950 adding: :

“Todaylwe received the enclosed letter and we were informed by Dr.
Auerbach that he: had already reached agreement with you in this
matter. Please inform us if there is anything to be done on our
part." |

4) T replied to our Munich. office on 12 October 1950 as follows:

"with regard to your letter of 10 October 1950 with which you sent
me copy of Dr, Auerbach's letter concerning Landwehrstr. 71/73

I am at a loss to understand Dr, Auverbach's statement that he had
alreedy reached agreement with me in this matter, All he 3id vas
that he mentioned the case to me last Sunday in Stuttgart.

We were unable to trace Lendwehretr. 71/73 in our list of communsl
wroperty. Ve Ao nob mwow vhat it is about and we ask for your
enllthtment and regort.® :

1

g
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?.\
D
(F V)
)


http:Li:m(J.\~ehrE.tr
http:Stuttgp..rt
http:alree.dy
http:ret;a.rd
http:Organize.ti

. This copy may neither be transferred 1o a third party nor copied or published without written ‘ V
permission from the “Central Archives for the Hlslory of the Jemsh People” Jerusalem | File No.: RZN74

o re—— L

-

(91
-~

The Hegional Office Muniéh with letter of 13 October 1950, received
on 18 October 1950, thereupon informed us as follows:

"a) Ve have filed restitution claim regarding Israelitische
Jugendhilfe e.V. Muenchen sgainst Bender amd Hobeiln GmbH.
The property is situated at Lindwurmstr. 71/73, not Land-
wehrstr. 71/73.

b) One of the former owners of the GmbH hed transferred his
shares by way of gift to the Israelitische Jugendhilfe.
The main share-holder in the GmbH is Dr. Ilja Pentmann, e
Jew who has returned to Munich 2nd again holds his former
position.

¢) In 1932 the shove of the Israelitische Jugenchilfe was sold
24 a wrice of R 133.0C0 to the firm of Bender & Hobein;
mowever, il sslos contrzct was approved with a purchase

peice of il 120.000 only.

d) On 10 October 1950 Dr. Endres served upon JRSO a settlement
made that very day before him between
1) The Landesverbtand der Isrselitischen Kuliusgeaaiuden
in Bayern, representnd by Dr, Auerbach,
2) JRSO

as_claimants, and
The firm of Bender & Hobein, represented by an
advocate, Dr, Max Schwarz in Munich

ag defendant.

According to the minutes of the Wiedergutmachungsbehoerde
nobody sppeared on behalf of JRSO and a settlement as out-
. lined in Dr, Auerbach's letter of 9 October 1950 was made.

e) Tozether with service of the settlement Dr. Endres requested
JRSO to state their view by 20 October 1950, adding:

'Dr, Auerbach yesterday, on 9 October 1850, stated to me
. that 5n occasion of a meeting in Stutigart the contents
of the seltlement had been discussed and that JRS50 had

declared their agreement thereto in principle.!

f) An earlier meeting before Endres had taken place on 15
September 1900 =2nd the record of that session already con-
tained the settlement as embodled in the record of the
wiedergutinachungsbehoerde of 10 October 1950,

122234
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6) Immediately on receipt of theffeport of our Munich office I have re-
voked the settlement by letter of 12 October 1950 addreesed to the
Wiedergutmachungstehoerde witih copy to Dr. Auerbach.

7) You will see from my letter of revocation of 19 October 1950 as well
as from the avove mentioned facts that:

a) the property in guestion is Stiftungevermoegen and never belonged
to the former Kultusgemeinde of Hunich,

b) notwithstanding the undisputable fact that under the relevant
legal provisions it is JHSO only which is vested with restitution
rights concerning this piece of property, we got no notification -
of the restitution proceedings from the Wiedergutmachungsbehoerde
and Endres held at least two meetings on 15 September 1950 and
10- October 1950 without informing or summoning us although citing
us as claimant number two . The record of 10 October 1950 ex-
nressly says that noboldy apneared on behalf of JHSO,

\ ¢) unecdless to say, *tlhab I never agreed to the settlement When
Auerbach mentioned it to me I knew nothing about the case and it
was only on the 18th of October that we got the necessary informa~
tion. ‘

d) at 6) of my letter to the Wiedergutmachungsbehoerde of 19 October

! 1950 1 erroneously gave the 15th of October 1950 as the day on

' which I met Anerbach in Stuttgart. In actual fact it was a week
before, the 8th of October, which makes the case even worse for
Aunerbach as I got the necessary information only 10 days after
that meeting, i.e. on the:13th of Octobver.

8) At 8) of my revocation letter of 19 October 1950 I asked Endres for
nis .comment. I wonder what he will have to say.

Truly yours,
1
!' 'I'.
il
Incl.: ltr of revocation, ' k. Katzenstein
cc:  JJd
Dr. Kreutzberger
Ur. Landauer
P. We have just learned that the Hestitution Agency only failed to

-

notify us of the meeting of 10 October which, however, was the

decigive one. Dr. E.X.
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19, Oktobor 1950
I'lr.‘ K/w

Horrn Dr. Fhilipp Anerbaah

Frassident

Bryerisahes Lmaenmﬁaﬁhw&immﬁ
; Huerchen 2

Arclssir, 11

Sehe geohréer Hore Dr. fnorbdoenhi

In dar Anlagn '"‘fa‘mm*‘ﬂ 'n Loh Iivon Abodheiftd meineo heoutigon
Yidsarul e tehiy U."gsmsms an dde Mad,umutmkmgemhwm 1.

“pgt am 18. Cktohar 1950 haben wir dusch etngehmm. von iz

. ebgefordertan, Lericht tnsorss Muesshsnor Seglonal Of{ice Kennb-
nis dove gosmmton Tatbestandon orhalten, Wir sind wsber dio Avd
in dar unter Finvegeotsung usbor gessotzliche und prozeasusle
Bestimmungen bier prozedisrd worden 4et nusserordentlichk botrofien
wd 1ok Yedsuore, 4ace lab in meiner anliegemnden Schriftoeety sur
Vormeddung ¥umftirer aphnlicher Vorkommisce denm. mmawtig
Mugirank geben mussto..

Lt vorzueglicher Hochsahtung

Ine qai'ge’bmer

T Dr. T Entsenstein
Tivootor '
Plens and Operatione Boand

iy,
DO
9
&2
G
N
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1%, vzteber 1360

Py, Rfuk
n Ade
. dlsdergataschuwmgebeboorde 1 N
ihverbayern (WB 1) . AR Ta 4400 «. R ING
tiaspohen 2 . - —

Areleaty, 11/31

In Sachem

1) lendeevarband der lorzeliticchen Kudtusgemeinde
in Yayerm, Busnchen, vertr, dureh den Prreeidenten
Berrn Ure vhilipp Anerbdech, Huenchen,

7} INEG Puernberz/Nuenchin  inbrapaledlon

Aepan

irma Bender & Hobeln (Wil Muspohen
veptr, durch RA. Dr. Max Johwadg, A

¥usnchon,

vird hlomit der unter Gen 10, Cktobar 1950 in Abweconhelt dew TR0

i

viderruflich gesshlonsmme Vergleich ecitons der 1IR30 widorrufem.

Hegruandung)

1) MUt Sohrellen vom 9. OUktober 1930 informlérte uas der Nerr
Zresoident dss Epyrischen Londosverbendes folgendernansoent

%) ¥Ar stellten aé:aufhln Hnehforgomngen in unesren Vermoegme-
Listen nn, die das Ergedale gc’att’ig&'
Muwmehen Landweheotzaase 71/73 dorf)

*In dor Hueokeretattungesngelegenheit der Lultungsmolnden
¥uenchen gepen Bendor & Hobeln hobe ich houto elnen bBow
dingten Vergleloh geoschlossen mit Hueoktritterccht son
drel oshen uneorersolbte, Cemsufolge iot des Urundctvoi
Huenohen Landvehraty. 71/73 Xonder u. Hobein su bolasgem
und eine Naohgahlung von DK 30,000.- (14 10,000 as .

- (etober 1080, M 10,000 e 1, Jenmery 1851 und iM 10.000

am 30, April 1981) anf ein gemeinszmes Koats der Tulfuoe
ganeinde und 1IN0 Vbelm Bankhsus Seiler & Co Muenchen
bogahlon., , R

Unbor A{ecen Babrag vird alsdemm eine Einiguog mit dew.

1890 ersiolt werden,®

dass efn Oxundstugel
ingodrazen wap,

[{
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3) Untor dem 12, Uktodbor 1950 uedersondton wir devoufhin Aboohrifd des
wrgensanten Schroibens doc Heren Dr, Auorbash vem 2, Chioder 1980
#n unger Roglons) Office Nusncheon mit der Bitte b At acrung.
¥o belest in dem Bohreiben woertlichy

*In der Liste doo Oemeindeeigontuna lronnten wiz Mer humnten
vir hisr keinoe Lemdvehrstrssee 71/73 finden. ¥ip wiosen nioht
worum @6 eiech handelt wnd bitten wn Aufkleerung wnd Periohd.?

4) Uleesr Borioht warde unas pi¢ dmaiw wneeros Hoglonsl Office
¥uenchen vom 13, Ckteber 1000, bei uwno e&n@@hmﬂ. o m. Urtador 1900,
oratattat.

5} it dlesem Borloht hohon wip fngmwnm

2) ke hendelt sish um dos Grundetusck Muenehen mnﬁma‘bs. /73,
nicht, wic von Herra Jr, auerbzeh !x‘rtumuchemiw shzepeben
e, Londwehyatr, 7[R,

W) sendelt afuh nddad wi frucheres Vesmoegen der ebmum
Eulturgeneinds Huenchem, sundern um 6in 2$4f unguvernoapen Aay
Iam@lul.aahm Jugmamua e.V, Muensban,.

8} Ungesehtot dor Tatngahe, Aase nach Massgade der einanh‘} sopigen
Bostimmungen dse Hoeckersbettungngesataes 59 dle IRSC dle .
sllsinige Trasgerin der Rusokerstattungsreehte Yeguegl Loh des
vororuashnten Vermoeganesbjotton 1et, bat dle IASD wn Afenen
Verfahron bisher ealtene dor Viedergatmashiungsibdaldordsn kolnor-
161 Kemntnio erhaltem.

mekr
a) . Rovttta Jus dem malsbwhﬂﬂuuh a@‘bgramﬂ%ﬂ JehriTteste doo
hechteaneslte Dr, Max Rehware, dec Verdrsters der mtrogonem-
nerin, vom 8. Bbpberbor 1050 heban vir srschem, dess boreite
eino Sitywng der Hiedorputmachunpgsbohoorde vom 16, Septerber
1950 stattgefunden bad, in dor der im Protokoll wem 10. Gktobor
1980 mnthmltma Vergleleh ‘bam!sa rlelergelogt wok.

o) Heder gn der YAtgung vom 16. Septander 1950 noch su der sprobtaren
Sitgung vom 10, Oktober 108D haban wir irgemdeine Zuatellvng
odor Ledung orhslten nud euz dem Protokoll wom 10, Oktober 1960
orgibt elch, dase fmer ms nimmzd srachienen iat,

f) e Verhandlung usder den Ver,ﬂ.nieh o 10, (Retobor 1950 feb
dahor ohne Beochtung dev einschlaogig@ geveatgliohen Nésblne
mmgea arfelgt.

6} s donntag, dam 15, Cktober 1950 tesf der imtorssichmeto mit Heren
w, snerbach in Statltzart smlesoslieh einer Trpwng der loveclidicchen
Kl tnsvereinigung Husrtiendarg sussmmen., £o lot sutreffend, dase bed
ilager dolegonhelt Herr D, Auorbach euf setn Sehraiben von 9, etober
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1080 Regug nadm, :ﬁu asosen Zeltpunkd sor vagon die eret sun éem an
18, Uktober 1980 Wei une eingegangmen Bericht unseres Yumohenor

. Reglonmal Gfflce vom 13, Citobor 1930 ercichtlichen ?atmhm dom

2

B)

il

Unterzefchnoten Miev noch gor BAch® Dehmmnb. . ‘

Mesce ¥iderrafeorklioerung wird von dem wnmssﬁohaam ol a&c‘m vou
Sovyn Dy. Weln sle dem reveormacgeigen Saokbesrbolitor am(sgﬂm. wu
Eayr Dr. Wels xafoxga xmmu sdussond Let,

e 1IR30 1ot msemmmtneh betmt‘tm von der Tateache, dano 4n siner
iheer sllefnigen Sachlegdtinntion unterliogenden Rusoktorstattunfuashe
okne Adre Voratsendigung und Rusichung prosediert worden ab wmd ola
bitted uwn gd'l mmmm dew %ie&wsn%mwm&smem dagu, ‘

[

Br. go Ku‘s@ﬂﬂﬁﬂiﬂ
- Direatew
4 : rlens and Oporetione loawd
Laenchen ', a S
Nre izerbach
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Rccewed VIA WESTERN UNION CABLES at 40 Broad St New York N Y ‘Tglgfh

.PSX247I18 =2p MUENCHEN 4073§ 16 o 1550

NYK"‘ P AngICAN JEWISH JOIN fNC
. w1STRIBUTLON . CGMM!TTEE .

- . o .&?0 ;’H‘“'SON RVE. BTH

DEPARTU%E TGDAY iNPOS§lBLE BECAUSE VlSA DIFFICULTlES STOP

'PLEASE HAVE FERENCE W&lT FOR URGENT CONVERSATION

‘GLOBALAUSGLEICH WlTH YOU STOP CALL COMMODORE AND AUFBAU

[ R

“srop WILL DEPART EITHER THuRspAy OR F]@DAY STOP WILL CABLE

Sl

IMMEDIATELY THANKS~5»~'t§ e e

a1

AUERBACH =il

PSR
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Bayerisches Ldndesentsdx&digung;dmt

Der Préisident

. Mr. Eli Rock |
Jewish Restitution Successor Org.

270 Madison Avenue
New_YOrk l6, N.Y,.

Dear NMr, Rock:

£

H

3
i
i
{

i { /
b{«'{f ’\‘\;’fl\" AL " {

2748

3

/0/<;éi .
Miinchen 2, ArcisstraBe 11

Telefon: 1831 :

Bank-Konto. Bayerische Staatsbank Miinchen,
Konto-Ne. 58802

Postscheck-Konto: Minchen Nr. 152

Yelegramm-Kurzanschrift : Generstanwait

Partelverkehr:

Dlenstag, Donnerstag, Freilag von 10-12 Ur

thre Zeichen

Unsere Zelchen DI‘- A/I'S

{bei Rilckantwort angeben)
s 9,0¢t.1950

#

' I have received the invitation for the meeting on
? October 20th, and have informed yar office already

pate in the meeting.

that I will be there by the 19th in order to partici-

However, I would appreciate if I could have a conver-
sation with you in the afternoon of Yctober 19th, i.e.

Government.

before the meeting, in order to discuss certain problems
with you concerning the suggestions of the Bavarian

Please, let me know either before my departure or to
the Hotel Commodore, where I will arrived during the

forenbon of October 19th.

Very truly yours,
<58 LA

JJ-.\

" AR

e TR

./:'v"\- Ty A
TN

Dr.Auverbach
President

12241
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This Is a full-rate’
Telegram or Cable!
?am unless i3 des

rred character is in.,
.dicated by a suitable’
symbol sbove or pre-
ceding the address..

AUERBACH STATES HE W!LL ATTENDDBE%OBER 2OTH MEETING—

v ¥

_ FERENCZM j,

.

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUGGESTIONS FROM IT8 PATRONS CONCERNING IT8 SERVIQE ‘_

P

" 122242
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. HEADQUARTERS ‘
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
APO 696 A ‘ U. S. ARMY

9 October 1950
BEF/uk

Confidential

Mr. 11 Rock .
Jewish Restitution Successor Organization

270 Madison Avenue /; { A é:
New York 1(), N. Y. ) ) (LW\/ j" R v

Hq. JRSO New York Letter # 585

s

Dear ¥11,
1 have just sent you the following cable:

"Heur 394 Auerbach states he will attend October 20th
meeting Ferencz."

The big cuestion here is wilether Auerbach's rejection
from the Board of Directors will do us more good than harm.
It will undoubtedly put him on a rampage to destroy the JRSO.
i Up 1o now his actions have heen limited to insidious attempts
' at subversion by giving private aid and comfort to our opoo~
nents. ;
If he is present in New York an attempt to oust him will
be much more dlfIicult.

As far as 1 know it is not true that Auerbach ever resigned
from the Wiedergutmachungsbank although he now purports to
have made such an effort,

Assuming that Auerbach will be present I think you -ought
to sound out the sentiment before the meeting and unless a
clear majority is strongly in favor of his ouster it would be
better not to raise it at ell., Although his separation from
the JRSO would prevent his making eny statements in the name
of or on behalf of the JRSO we here are a bit apprehensive
i that we will suffer even more if he is ungracefully ’%jected,

Sincerely,

BERJAMIN B. FERENCZ
cer JdJ
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. qualified to serve with the JRSO, This decieion: could:be’ haaa& primrin

.Bavaria conflict with and are at times incomsistent’ "with his: responaibil

' '81m13r1y, please let me know how you feel aboub 'che whola thing.

e A e R o i, e

f}'
i
. %

‘October 2nd, 1950 0

Mr, Benda.min B, Ferencsz: , .
Jewigh Restitution Successor Organizaeion Ce
APO 6964, c/o Postmaster, New York, H. Y. =

Re: Aue rbaohv

Dear Ben: '

, With further reference to our above friand. it eaeme to me thab 'she
time has now at last arrived for us to teke some definite action.. Bpaci-
fically, Twwonld like to' suggest that. the following action be takeniab -
our next Annmual Mesting on October 20th.” -1 bellevs: ‘that we should no’eify,
Auerbach that, in the opinion of the Board of. m:raetors. ha 48 10, 1<>nger'”"

on a oconclusion that Ausrbach's officisl duties’ ‘and: responaibilitiea in.

ities as a'member of the JESO Board, (Gertéﬁg‘ly. this would seen t0 ha
been the case in our deaunga wlth Bavaria on‘the: subjoot of a global
settlement ).

4."""” .

‘In ‘addition to the latter ground we my or may not premise ths d.eoi—
sion on Auerbach's 1nvo lvement with the. Morgenbeaser-xli‘banakl bankfand the
scandal. which has arisen sround that inptitution. While ‘I understand that
Auerbach had earlier resigmed from that inatimtion. 1 do believe. that. we
are jugtified in using he past association in disqmlifying him: fmm aem
ing with the JRSO, However, whether or’ ‘not this latter ground ‘ahoiild’ ‘be
included 1s something that I would prefer first to have your: ‘Judgment on.A

ae 1ndicated, above, I would 1110@ to present” thia bo the Annual Meeting
whieh, ag yuu know, win take pla,ce on October 20th,

Lt

' Sinceraly.

B Bock
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HEADOUARTERS PR
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION - BBF/gs
CAPO 696 A U.S. ARMY

18 September 1950

Mr. Eli Rock

Jewish Restitution Successor Organlzatlon
270 Madison Avenue
New York 16, N. Y. :
Hq. JRSO New York Letter j# 56%

Dear Eli,

Again just to keep you fully informed. "Atid" the Jewish
Journal of Belgium, in its issue of 9 September 1950, has pub-
lished a story which covers about two full pages on "L'affaire
Philippe AUERBACH". It reprints the old charges of the editor
Bernhard Klieger that Auerbach is a war criminal who worked for
and with the Germans in the concentration camp Gross-Rosen in

‘beating Jewish inmates and stealing their food. It reprints

the full text of the hearing by a Commission of Inquiry held

in Bruxelles on 6 June 1950 by the council of Jewish associations
of Belgium. Three witnesses were interrogated concerning their
personal knowledge of Dr. Auerbach's behaviour.

One of the witnesses stated that Auerbach disclosed himself
ag a real brute and worse than the Germans and .he refers to him
as a Capo (the dréaded camp police). ' He says that he saw Auerbach
throwing chairs at some of the inmates. another witness impli-
cates him in the abuse of Jewish inmates and says that because of his
conduct Dr. Auerbach should never be permitted to raise his voice
in the name of Jews. ‘

Coples of this testimony can be obtained by writing to "Atid",
56 Rue de la Commune, Brumelles, Belgium.

With best regards,

cc:  SSH ' BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ
MK
333
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LExington 2-5200

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
270 MADISON AVENUE
New York 16, N. Y.

July 25th, 19%0

MEMORANDUM

To: JRSO Executive Committee

From: El1 Rock, Secretary )

You will be interested in the attached material concern-

ing Dr. Auerbaéh. which we have recently received from Mr. Ferencz.

F11 Rock

ER:AU

Enc,
) MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
MAMEHIG&N JEWISH COMMITTEE T RGUDAS ISRREL WORLD ORGANIZATION . S WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS . COUNCIL FOR THE
‘PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND IRTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY . BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BMITISH JEWS . CENTRAL
‘COMMITTEE OF LIREEATED JEWS IN GEREMANRNY . COMNSEIL HREPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE . CENTRBAL BRITISH FUND
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE » AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMIITEE, INC. -« JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN IN THE U. 8 ZONE OF GERMANY . ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION

OPERATING AGENTS

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE . AMERICAN JEWISH JOIRT DISTRIBUTION' COMMITTEE, INC. . JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

wﬁaiA;'p
122246
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; ' HEADQUARTERS
_; 'JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
APO 6964 U.S.ARMY
W July 1950
Mr. E1i Rock

Jowish Restitution Successor Organization
270 Madison Avenue
New York 16, N. Y.

Hg.VJRSO New York Letter #480
Dear El14:

Dr. Auerbach has collected a file in his office concerning several
of our Board of Equity cases. On the 5th of July, 1950, upon the invitation
of Dr. Auerbach a group of Germen lawyers were assembled in Dr. Auerbachts

. office in order to discuss this problem. The lawyers presumably reprosent

. late claimante, Of the six attending, only twoé of them are known to me,
One of them ig Dr. Schilf, defense counsel in the war crimes case against
the Krupp munitions firm and head of the Restitutors! Protective Soclety
in Muernberg, Andther is Dr. Aschenauer, defemse counsel for 35S-General
Chlendorf, . confessed slayer of 90,000 Jews, From my association with Dr,
Aschenasuer during the Einsatzgruppen trial I would judge that he feolt quite
sympathetic toward his client,

Dr. Auerbach has the incredible gall to puryort that his invitation
to the gentlemen concerned was motivated solely by a desire to avoid a con-
centrated attack upon the JRO, He has sent us a copy of the minutes of his
meeting and we are invited to.meet with the gentlemen in the immediate future
; in order to discuss the equities involved in our handling of the late claim--
ﬂ antg,. I, of courge, have no intention whatsoever of sitting down with these

gentlemen in order to discuss the fairness of the JESOts handling of Jewish
claimants, A copy of ny reply is sttached, .

Since Dr. Auerbach is on our Board of Directors, 1 think this par-
. ‘ticular story might be of interest to his colleagues on the hoard,

With best regards,

BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ

| | | - 1e2247
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TRAN LATION

Bayerisches Landesentschaedigungesamt

Referat 7 - Restitution - '

' Munich 2, Arcisstr., 11
Tel, 1831

5 July 1950

Dr. Katzenstein
JRS0 Hq.
‘Muernberg
Fuertherstr, 301

Dear Dr, Katzeanstein:

Enclosed plensé find a short extract from the minutes of the meet-
ing of 5 July 1950, in which several lawyers partlcipated who are
engaged in cases in which the JRSO 19 involved.

May I agk you to cnngider the mimites and to inform me at your

earliest convenience whether and when Mr, Ferencz and Dr, Weis would

be prepared to comeé to Manich fnr a mutual discussion in the course
of July?

. Sincerely yours,

/s/ Dr. Auverbach
Pregident

122248
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TRANSIATION

Bayerisches Landesent schaedigungsamt . Munich 2, Arclsstrasse 1l
Referat 7 - Restitution ~ Tel. 1831

Ref,: Sa/M - VII
SUBJECT: JRSO - Discussionion 5 July 1950 |

17:00 hrs, in the Cnnference-Rrom
of the BIE -

MINUTES

On 5 July 1950, upon the suggestinn of President Dr., Auerbach, a discussion

- on the interpretation of Arts, 10, 11, and 56(4) of MG Law No. 59 took place,
vith particular consideration being xiven to the JRSO's intervention in resii-
tution proceedings.

In the discussion participated:

1, Dr, Auerbach Pregident nf the BLE Munich, Arcisstr, 11

2,  Mr, Sachs . Main Referate, Dept, VII  Munich, Areigstr, 11

3. Dr, Ascherauer Lawyer Munich, Auvenstr. 85

Ik, Mr, Jr, Seidenberger Munich, Widenmayrstr, 49
5. Dr. Swobodn Lawyor ) Manich, Hildebrandstr, 7
6. Dr, Will Lawyer _ Munich, Maximilianstr. 35
7. Dr, Thorwnrt Lawyer Nuernberg, Karolinenstr,16
8., Dr, Schilf Lavwyer : Muerrnberg, Koenigstorgr.9

Right from the beginning there wns a mutual understanding among the participants
that by the intervention of the JRO in restitution procecedings in many cases
hardships would arige - which are nnt intended by the Law -~ for the rightful
restitutees who had failed to file their claims st the Central Filing Agency
within the time-limit prescribed, as well as for many restitutors. It also was
mitually agresd that the intervention of the JRSO is not nnly advisable but even
necessary in cases where heirless property would - pursuant to Par, 1936 BGB ~
go to the Lasnder respectively to the Reich Treasury,

By virtue of actually pending examples proof was shown that, at any rate, some-
thing has to be done in changing the present situation; especially to the effect
that the JRSO can nnly be considered as a "presumed successor" pursuant to
Art, 56(4) in case the "real successor" or his rightful heirs are still alive,
The persons present refuse to accept the interpretation which Godin in his
Comments to MG Law No, 59 gives to the Art, 56(&4) with regard to the successor
nrganization, ns not being in compliance with the Law,  (Godin, who 1is one of
the leading commentators nn restitution, concluded that the claimant loses all
rights if he has not filed his claim on time,) In this, connection we refer you
to the publication in the WW Nn, 7, paze 255, of the article by lawyer Hans
Reiff, Stuttgart, with which the participants in general sgree,

' 129010
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After conclusion nf the discussinn President Dr. Auerbach's suggestion to meet
the competent gentlemen of the JRSO in the course of July 1950 for a discussion

i was mitually accepted, The purrose of this discussion would be to agree upon
a certain procedure whereby JRSO's interventinn could be limited to certain
cases, In all other cases as well efforts should be made to come te an ami-

\ ‘cable settlement which would be agreeable to mll parties., President Dr, Auer~

! bach wvould be available for the more difficult cases,

‘In the c¢nnference to he held tngzether with the JRaO the following points would
be discussed:

1. Failure to Meet the Dendlire(irt. 7,. MG Law No, 59)
; a, As n result of the restitutee's nwn fault
. b, through ignorance of the law and its provisions
c. boecause the restitutee as the heir due to lack of documents wns not
informed about the extent nf his inheritance
d. thrnugh the restitutee's voluntary waiver for any other reasons.
2. JRSO's withdrawl from the proceedings

has to be demanded in 811 cases, where:

a. the restitutee 1s nble to prove his active legitimntion
b. the restitutee waivee its claim by deliberately not filing it,

3, Proof of Indigency

The indigency proof of the restitutee by certificate of a welfare organi-
zatinn must be eliminated.

President Dr. Auerbach will send the invitations to the planned discussion
between the JRSO and the participants of today's conference.

[s/ Sachs

Bayerisches
Landesentschasdigungsomt
Referat 7-Rueckerstattung

¥
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COPY H‘B}ADQUARTER.:;
- JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANI ZAT ION
APO 696A U, s, ARMY

1% July 1950

" Dr, Philipp Auerbach, President
Bayerisches Landesentschaedigungsamt
11 Arcisstrasse
Munich 2

Dear Dr, Auerbach:

I have received a copy of the minutes of your meeting on 5 July 1950 with
_geveral German lawyers tn discuss the merits of the JRSO's claim as against
nther Jewish claimants who failed to file their claims on time, I am grate-

. ful for your cnnsideration in keeping us informed about this meeting. I have
algo received your invitation for another meeting this month with the same
group in order to discuss the same problem,

Aside from yourself and Dr, Sachs only the names of two of the remaining
6 lnwyers are familiar to me, One nf them is Dr, Schilf of Nuernberg who was
defense cnunsel in the war crimes prnsecution against the Krupp munitions firm
-and who 1s now one of the lending figures in the Protective Snciety for Resti-
tutnprs in luernberg. The nther is Dr. Aschensuer of Munich, who is undoubtedly
the game Rudolf Aschennuer who served ng defense counsel for S5S~General Ohlen-
- dorf, the cnnfessed murderer of 90,000 Jews, You may reeall that I was the
; Chief Progecutor in the Ohlendorf cnse and that Ohlendorf is still under death
‘ sentence in Lnndsberg alnnt with 13 other colleagues for the murder of more
than a million Jews. It came as quite a surprise to me to learn that Dr.
Schilf and Dr. Aschensuer were interested in protecting the rights of Jewish
claimants who falled tn file their claimg on time,

Ag you know, nur Executive Committee has carefully considered this problem
and has worked out an elabornte procedure in order to assure that a just result
igs reached in every onse, I think that our Executive Committee is in a much
bettor position to decide what ie fair for Jewish claimants and what is in -
the best Jewish interest than the gentlemen attending your meeting. For that
reason I can see no purpose .or advantage to be gained by my Joining such dis-
cusgions, The JKSO will therefore not be represented at any such meeting, -

Sincerely yourea,

BERJAMIN B, FERENCZ
Director General. .
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.

July 25th, 1950

Jewnh Restitution Succossor Organisation
M"O 696&; 0/0 Fogtmantey, New Yﬁﬁo B Yo

.

Doar Bons

This will rorly to your letter No,

'390 Of My 18' 19%. rsplying in m

_te the Emscutive Cormittes mimtes of Muly 7ih, I have not as yet hoard from:
dJorry regarding the French tuecossor departmenat and the JESO, btut I assums that he
. will write to m@ vhon he gebs batk to Paris,

- On the vqnestion of Auorbanh. 1 hed

thov@t that you m.gm fael that even the

.type of letter proyosed by the Emscutive Uommittee would Yo going a 14tt1e b6 too
‘far nt ths proseat time, Amronuy, howevey, I am the only one who hao any eonsern

on thie seore, It seemod to m8 that this

type of letter could do 115810 oles ‘than

otir up a ciris and an additioml hoadache ad the prosent time, when we alrendy hsw

more than omw;h handaches %8 eccuny ua,

‘Aftor all, Gemeinden irere teloon into the

_|JRS0 a% the specifie request of Gemoral Olay end aa part of that ropressntation, they
would undsubtodly argue that they certainly have the right to name their own dirsotors,
1f ve now throaten our friend Auerbach with the poesibility of expulsien, fon't $%
1iely that he will use this ns a toans of bringing ths whole Gemsinde prollem to &
head end perhaps exert ha influenee to driry ntout the ro tion of the Gemoinden
from ths JR30, (I reosgnioce of evurss that there o the posdidility that Ma o "
vithin tho Gemeinden might welcoms - this type of aetion by ue ngains him, and thall } thay
vould not @o along with whatéver retaliation e would atte e; it ss a ut.ue mq-
eult for ma to weigh this faetor amasw thu diamm

- Perhaps, mrt&mlu)y in viev of eur xoeent cufnuuluas uuh c!m mzm and
vith Ausrbach, a orisis would be weleoms trom ocur own viewpsint, ~If thie’is' your feel-
ing, then I agree that the latisr to Ausrbadh ehonld go off without furthew 6.«1@'“- On
the other hand, the Smpreceion I get ab tids end 4e that you axe moye than woighad
down with roally serious problems at the presént time than over Before and it would

. 6eem t0 m8 that you might prefor to be left fred, at loast for the moment, to dispose
of such hendaches as th recent unfavorable court decisions, bulk eettlsment, Board of

Fquity, ete. If you feel that the letter

ehruld ago off, are you in gendral rngrecmant

with the kiml of langucsge suggested by the Bxaoutive emmm. or would you waxt 4t

changed 1in any wy?
! Bincerely,

ce, JIJ

B1% Rodr
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MINUTES

. JRSO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
July 7th, 1950

Present were: Dr, Israel Goldstein, JAFP -~ Pregiding
Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein, JAFP
Mr, Moses A. Leavitt, JDC
Dr, Isaac Lewin, Agudas
Dr, Nehemish Robinson, WJC
Mr. E11i Rock, Secretary

Also attending: Dr. Eugzene Hevesi, AJC

Mr, Herman Muller, Council of German Jews

Mr. Rock began the meeting by réporting to the Committes on a nurber of
events which had recently taken place. They were as follows:

a) Paséage is expected éhortly of nan améndment to Section 32 of the Trad-
ing with the Enemy Act in the U.s. This law was previously passed by the Senate

and has now been reported out by the House Intergtate Commerce Committee.

next step involves passage by the House, whereupon the. differences between the
House and the Senate versinng of the bill will have to be reconciled, As soon
as the bill is finally passed, the JRSO will want to apply for designation as
a Jewish successor organization under that bill, The Committee authorized the

filing of such an application when it becomes timely.

b) Mr, Rock reported that JRSO has been designated as successor brganiza— .

tinn in the French Sector of Berlin and an implementing regulation would be

issued, A problem has arisen in Berlin stemming from the fact that the British
and the French seem inclined to give Directive 50 precedence over the restitu-

tion law, This is currently being discussed and the staff is attempting to
achieve a snlutinn favnrable to the JR0.

c) A license fnr URO to operate under the General Claims Law is shortly

expected to be issued.

d) The Frénch are definitely committed to a revision of_théir restitution
law to make a provision for a Jewish successor organization, It is lezally im-

possible to have a French-based organizatinn for these purpnses, and affilie~

.tinn was therefore considered with the JRSO or the JIC. For political reasons,
the French organizatinns and French authnrities preferred affiliation with the

JTC, and steps have been taken to effect this. Dr. Robinson pointed out that

it would be much better and more efficient to have the French organization af-

filiated with JRSO instead of JTC and he suggested that one more attempt be made
to effect this, It was the decisinn of the Committee theat, if still possible, '
one more attempt be made by the peoplé in Eurnpe to bring about affiliation with

122253
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JRSO, if they felt that this could in fact be achieved, In connection with the
general JTC question, Mr, Boukstein pointed out that it had been decided in
Jerusalem that pnlicy questions with regard to JTC would be declded by the dgency
in New York, rather than in Jerusalem,

Upon Rabbi Lewin's inquiry, it was reported that no significant progress
had been recently made in the bulk settlement discussions. It was suggested
that Mr. Ferencz keep Mr., McCloy informed of the progress or lack of progress
in these mattors, andl that subsequently the possibility of an approach through
the State Department here be explored,

One of the questinns before the Committee inveolved the problem posed by the
interpretation of Article 56(4), Mr, Ferencz had originally been instructed by
the Committee to request a ruling on this section from the Court of Restitution
Appeals, In the meantime, however, the Office of General Counsel of HICOG had
prepared a legal opinion suprorting the JRSO position on this article, and the
question aroge whether under the circumstances JRSO should actively intervens
in requesting an opinion from the Court or whether 1t should allow HICOG to.

- elicit such an opinion, It was the feeling of the Cormittee, as expressed by

Mr, Leavitt, that under the circumstances it would be preferable not to have
JRSO participate actively in this matter, but that Mr. Ferencz should remain en~
tirely free to do so if he felt it to be necessary., The question was also
ralsed of possible amendment of Law 59, so as to clarify this point. Dr, Robin-
son felt that this would be dangerous, since it wnuld give the appearance that
the individual daimants had in fact had certain rights prior to the amdndment
of the law; it was his strong sugrestion that the matter should therefore be
handled through an interpreting regruls\tion, several of which had already been
issued under Law 59, It was the sense of the meeting thnt all of these comments
should be called to Mr, Ferencz's nttention, leaving to his discretion the choice
of future steps in the matter, '

The next questinn before the Board was the selectinn of members of a Board
of Equity. In view of the fact that JRSO would probably be»making no approach
to the Court of Appeals in Germany fnr the time being, if was felt that there
was no longer the same urgency abnut setting up a Board of Equity made up of
prominent individuals, and the Committee therefore decided to defer the mat ter
until September, On the question itself, Dr, Lewin pointed out that in his
opinion it was of nreatest importance to include among the members of the Board
of Equity a mumber of experts nn Jewish law, This consideration was to ‘oe dis~ -
cussed in September, when the entire question would again come up,

" The last item on the agenda involved the problem posed by the behavior
nof Dr. Auerbach in Germany. Dr, Auerbach has continually and publicly attacked
the JRSO and generally engaged in damaging actions, from the JRSO and overall
Jewish viewpoint. " Mr. Ferencz had therefore raised the question of possible ac-
tion by the Exeuctive Committee or the Board of Directors in the matter, It
was the decision of the Committee that the Secretary should send a letter to Dr,
Auerbach, stating that his frequent and derogatory attacks on the JRSO had been
called to the attention of the Executive Committee, that in the opinion of the
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latter these were entirely inconsistent with his role as s member of the JRSO
Board of Directors and that unlesg he’desisted in future from such actions and
submitted any grievance he might have to the Executive Committee ingtend of to

outsiders, serious question would arise as to the propriety of his remaining on
the Board of Directors of JRSO,
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Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
‘ 270 MADISON AVENUE
New York 16, N. Y.

June 12, 1950

MEMORANDUM

CONFIDENTIAL

Tht JRSO Executive Committece

From: Eli Rock

For yrur infnrmatinon, I am sending ymu attoched a self-
explanatory letter recently received from Ben Eerencz, ns well as
n cnry of a letter from hin to Dr, Auerbach,

T.R.
ER AU

i

. ‘ MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

{ AMFRICAN JEWISH COMMITIEE . AGUDAS ISHAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION « WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS « COUNCIL FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY » BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS . CENTHAL
‘COMMITTEE OF LIBERATED AIEWS IN GERMANY B CONSEIL REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FIOANCE . CENTRAL BRITISH FUND
VJEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE .« AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. + JEWISH CULTUNIAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

INTERESSENYENTRETUNG ISRAFLITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN IN THE U, 8. ZONE OF GERMANY + ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION

OPERATING AGENTS —
)KWI.S!! NGENCY FOR PALESTINE .« AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. . JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTAUCTION, INC.

122256
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"COPY
" HEADQUARTERS
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

APO €696A . ULS.ARMY

g June 1950

Mr, E1i Rock -

" Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
270 Madison Avenue
New York 1€, N. Y.

Hq. JRSO New York Letter #435

Dear Eli,

Dr, Katzenstein received a phone call from Dr, Auerbach a short

* while ago telling us that on 8 June ‘1950 there was a meeting in the Office
of Mr, Buttenwieser where the JRSO Gemeinde problem was discussed, Per-
song present were Dr. auerbach, Dr, Spanier of Munich, Dr, Nuernberger of
‘Nuernberg, and Rabbi Orenstein of Munich., 411 of the latter have in the
past. taken positions of violent opposition to the JKSO and it is a reason-
able asswaption that these positions were repeated to Mr, Buttenwieser,
Dr. Auerbach indicated that Buttenwieser had not been too sympnthetic to
the Gemeinde pnsitinn and did not want to hear nnly one side of the story.
He suggested a meeting with the JR30 nnd the Bavarian Geueinde representa-
tives in his nffice on 26 June 1950, I have just confirmed that date and
fact with Mr, Buttenwieser, ‘ ‘ ‘

_-As you know, Dr. Katzenstein was in the midst nf negptiations with
several of the Bavarian communities and tlis nctipn on their part is noth-
ing less than an act of infamy designed to present the JRSO with a fait
acenmpll in their favor, Snme of our immedinte reanctinns to this behavbr
were rather violent with considerations ranging {rom having Auverbach
ejected from our Board nf Dircetnrs, immediately pressing for a court
decision, or ignoring the entire matter, It wag finally resnlved by the
attached letter to Dr, Aucrbach which certainly is mnst mild, The oper-
ating agents or the Executive Committée may decide upon more vigorous
steps, Ve nre continuing tn turn the nther cheek but ars rapidly running
nut of cheeks to turn,

If more pnsitive actinn ig desired, please try to let us know be-
fore the June 26 meeting with Mr, Buttenwiecser, '

s

Cordinlly yours,

BENJAMIN B, FENENCZ

fremd
DD
b
o
A
~1
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COPY » '
HEADQUARTERS .
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
APO 6964 U. 3. ARMY

9 June 1950

Dr. Philipp Auerbach, President
Bayerisches Iandesentschasdisungsamt
Munich

Arcisstr, 11

Dear Dr, Auerbnach:

I have just had n~ phone c¢crnversati-n with Mr. Buttenwieser who
informed me nf his recent meeting with you and ~thor representatives
nf the Bavarinan Laniesverband, Dr, Katzenstein has been keeping us in-
frrmed of ~11 his negrtintiong for settlement with the Bavarian Genmsinde
and we 211 felt that these negntiatinns were progressing in a friendly
manner which would eventually lend to satigfnctory ngreements, It came -
as n rather unplensnat surprise t» learn that in the midst nf these ne-
Zntintinns and without warning or advice to the JRSO the Bavarian Landes~
verbpand has seen fit to suddenly rnise the problem with the Assistant
High Cormissinner,

I informed Mr, Buttenwieser that the JE30 woull be prepared tn meot
with the. Bavarinn Gereinde representatives in his office in nrder to
attempt an anicahble settlerent, I am still hopeful that the differences
between the JE30 and the Bavarian Gemeinden cr~n be £lirinated without the
necessity nf bringing nur intermal' problems before the Office of the High
Commissinner or the Restituti~n Courts, I want it tn be clear tn you,
however, and tn the nther rmembers of our Board of Directors that the
initiative in placing this problem before the occupatinn authorities has
nnt come from the JESO and that we shall cnntinue nur endeavours to
reach the same type nf fair settlements with the Bavarian cormunities
ns wo have already concluded with severanl nf the nrther Gereinden in the
U. 3. Zrne, . ' '

Sincerely ynurs,

BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ
Director Goneral

fodd
oo
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Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs .

t' e -
APO 403, U. S, Army ‘ }ﬂ,. . P ”ﬁ"c i

'cémber 27, 1949

Dear Eli:

' Following my telephone conversation with you on
December 19th, I inquired into Dr. Auerbach's ambition to re-
present German Jewry at Bonn and into the attitude of the ge-

" meinden towards the general problem of having a representative

! the TCe

The picturé apparently has not changed since the
Kultusgemeinden meeting in Stuttgart on December .

A vieek before the mecting Dr. Ayerbach had solicited
my endorsement of his candidacy. He told me then that he had
been formally asked to accept the post. In view of the fact that
he showsd me no written offer, I question whether it was in fact
extended. However, I had the definite impression that unless
general sentiment were mobilized agzainst him, he would present
himself as the candidate for the p031t10n.

It did not take very long for this sentiment to
crystallize. Dr. Ausrbach's tremendous drive, his energy, the
position which he cccupies and the connections of which he boasts
put his opponents at a disadvantage in meeting him in an open
fight. Despite the unflattering things people say of him, he has
been able to maintadn a position of leadership in the Gemeinde
set-uy, 'While no one spoke out against him, when it was learned
that, he was trying to maneuver himself into the job, a number of
people called to wurn me that Auerbach's appeintment would be most
unfortunate. I took the position that our office could neither
support nor oppose the candidacy of any person and that we would
make no recommendation on this issue unless our oplnlon were sol-
iclted by the High Commissloner., . Js T S:iPFuQ g —

To me it was cbvious that the representatives of
the Kultusgemeinden came to the meeting in Stuttgart with their

: minds made up on this issue. DBvery major Jewish community in the

! American zone was represented at that meeting. The most articulate
‘ of the representatives spoke on the guestion and, with only one
person dissenting, they agreed that this was no time to accept
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Adenauer's proposal. Not a word was said. about the candidacy

of any person and Dr. Auerbach, who, I thought had come primed

to advance his own cause, took the cue from those who preceded
him and went on record as pers onally endorsing the majority point
of V:Lewo :

You probably know the reasons assizned by the Kultus-
gemeinden for their nosition. In the first place, they said that
the representative: would serve as a "yes man" to the German govern-
ment. In the second place, they maintained that if the present
Geriman g,ovemment is interested :in consultinz with German Jewry
on any issue, the government conld reach out to the elected repres-
entatives of the Kultusvemelndeﬁ.

When I spoke with Dr. Ayerbach after your te]ephone
call he told me that not only were the Kultusgemeinden in the US
Zone resolute in their position taken at Stuttgart but that the
gemeinden in the French Zone were of the same opinion. He added
that he was confidsnt that the Jews in the British Zone would take
the same stand.

You indicated to me in your telephone conversation
that you would like my opinion on the general issue, as to the ad-
nsablllty of having a representatlve at Bonn., I start with the
premise that regardless of what Jews elsewhere think about the
wisdom of reconstituting a Jewish community in Germany, such a
comnunity is a fait accompli. Although its ultimate size is un-
rredictable, I feel that given favorable conditions in Germany, it
is not improbable that this community, strengthened by the erst-
while DPs, will grow., In any event, to deny the existence of this
community is to blind oneself to present realities and to conclude
that the people who comprise this group have no problems unigjue
to them is obviously unrealistic. My present thinking leads me to
the conclusion that it would be valuable for this Jewry to be re-
presented at Bonn by someone who might properly ‘guide the government
in its formative period, on issues affecting Jews. I do not believe
that the person occupyinz the post would ne cessamly have to be a
"rubber stamp" of the government.

The principal obstacle to this point of view, and
there is respectable local opinion which is in agreement, is the
unavailability of a suitable individual to fill this post. Despite
the reasons assizned by the Kultusgemeinden for rejecting the
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Aenauer propesul, I have reason to believe that a different
decision would have been rsached if a man of real stature
were available for the position.

I7 before I leave there are any new developments
on this isswe, I will share them with you. :

Sm ccrely M/

ABRA}WJ AN
fajor FA
Acting Advisep

on Jewish Affairs

~

Mr. Bli Rock )

American Joint Distribution Committee
270 liadison Avenue

New York, il. Y.
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Dacember 23, 1949

foty -

Lattar ,s‘oo‘ 30*#
Mr, Benjamin B, Ferenss
Jawigh Restitution Succe gsoy Qrmnismwn
AT 6964, a/a Postmaster, Haw Yorlk, 33.?.
Daar Beni v
1 am sending yau'ntgmma 6 nelf-explonatory excerph
from the JTA of Docesher 13, 9h9,

tincerely yourd,

BiA Roex

ER1AU
Ena,

122?,2182
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MJM__&IL_LLRF TYTION OFFICE NOT RESPONSIBIE FOBWM

MUNICH, Dee., 13. (JTA) -~ Dr, Philip ‘Auerbach, president of the Regt!.tution
Office in Bavaria, today denied a report that his office is responsidle for a
slow-dovn of restitution payments to Jewgin Germany. His denial was substan~
tiated by Major Abraham S, Hyman, a.d.viser on Jawish affa!.re to the Amarioan
High Commissioner in Germany. L

; Dr., Auerbach revealed that since the Restitut ion Law went intoieffeot more

' than 9,000 applications of displaced persons, each of whom has regeived 500 German -
marke, have deen proceesed by his office, Between 300 and 400 persons’ are. being
taken care of daily, he said, adding that within two days of November. 26, the

date of publication of the first regulationa governing restitution, 10 cages have
already been fully settled.

Dr., Auerbach also stressed that under no circumstances can hig: o.fﬁ.ee ba
blamed for any delay of Jewa desiring to emigrate from Germany Israel, ' He
, stated that if negotiatione which were started in Few York with representative
! of the Jewish Agency are continued in Munich and are successfully concluded, Jew-
- ish refugees who are already residing in Israel will receive prefa'bricated wood
homes from Germany in place of blocked German marks owed them,

MajJor Hyman, in a statement to ths Jewish Telegraphic Agency, declared. that
Dr. Auerbach "has been very aggreesive in the implementation of the Gemaral Claims
Law in Bavaria® and it is not within his aincretinn to accelerate the pe,yments
of the amounts due under the law,

PActually," Major Hyman sald, "the law in cach of the states providea for
staggered payment of sums due, and in:making the initial payment of 500 Gemman
marks for the deprivation of libverty, ‘Dr, Auerbach was, as an official of the
Bavarian Government, paying the 1limit :that the law in its implementary regulations
.permitted.” The adviser on Jewish Affairas added that h8 understands that within
the past several days Dr. Auerbach has been authorized to pay up to 3,000 German
“marks to claimants who are departing immediately from Gemmany for Israel and
other countriesn, .

MaJjor Hyman emphasiged that except in isolated instances, most poople who
Plan to go to Israel are mot affected by the expectation of receiving money under
the Restitution Law and will not postpons their departure, '"Emigration to Ierael
has slowed down principally because of reports emanating from Israsl that new-
. comars have to endure hardehips because of lack of housing," MaJor Byman stated.

o | L 120263
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Jewish Restitubion E)ucces or Orgﬁmzaticzr _

: AN TN

HEADOUARTERS E
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
APO 696 A - ; v S. ARMY

H

v 17 December 1949

f

7w,

Mr. El1i Hlock

270 Madison Avemie e

Yew York 16, N.Y. : : H JPSO ‘NY letter # 285 .
Dear Eli, N S o

‘I have now rece;_ved ada.ltlonc,,l copies of the Sueddeutsche
Zeltung artlcle which states: |-

'e.. A Brussels newsy aper recentlv certifled that the e el
.Distmct Attorney in Antwerp bas s file on the basis of

o which he tried in vein to have the Belgium Commission’ - .
for Wer Criminels present en indictment against - = .0 7
Dr. Auerbach. He is gecused of having worked in . o
collaboration with the Kapos (1nm:3te puards detested o
for their severity) during his internment in a com,en- . ‘
" tration camp, of hpvmgv' killed Jewish prisoners and = *
of having stolen the rations of his fellow prisoners ...W .

i

A cop,r is enclosed for your ’Lnforr"ation. R

f

<

| With best regerds, - =

bhk ‘
Incl. - | ~ BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ

- v
. , .

0C: Mr. Jacobson : Ol b
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Br. EJ.! Rook

' ' Jewish Resutuuon Sncoonor erganuatun
' 270 Madison’ Avome :
Few Ygrk 15, E.‘h o B “~.j'

Y

Dear ms. | DTS e ,

I | ha.ve recoived your cenfidsntial lettar ﬂe'ﬁ-*-
sincs Dr, Anerbash. says uothing, I woul .enggut tha‘b‘m roply
1g oalled for,. ‘Dr. Lahdener during he' ‘rogent - vigit o &mburg .
hed ocoasion to meet wdhh ihe reprauntauna of the mutam .

.Bé hae assured us that tha )Mhm we" ara'd,éaling With are of
ﬁigbent morel’ end politic cha:ac’eer and bhas promised to glve
ue & testimonial to tha’c eﬂaot. You have proba‘bly alréady:

: . Dr. Auerbazh. Oné stery simply nwa, br. mrbm:_h 1&
P ‘the’ .cmtworp police for paat aotivities anﬂ.‘
o 7 g file dontalning evmance that’ Auar'baa
. aonoentratlon’om@ guarde, mirdered Anmates,'
) : Is. u slightly 1noongmons tor “him now 4o’ bo calling people

mée&’f
¢ ts’her tory

' With dost :ifqgardﬁlg' L

 BINJAMMIE B, YERENOZ
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31lst January 1956

lir. Sgul Kagan :
JRS0 - New York Latter #2312,
v ‘ . 7080

Dear v, Kageu:

'Hlth rofevence to your letterﬁBIQO'of 9 January, Ben asked me to.
send you the anclosed copy of g‘laﬁteerf transmittal from the Berlin
Docﬁment Canter which enclosed én ﬁnsignéé copy of a statem&nt made by
Ern3£ Cremer. fen says that you have a cépy of the statement in New ,
York - he can't Tind his here. -

. ‘_‘ " «  Sincerely yours,

. 111ith Lehmsr

Enel,

I
2

12266
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Cable Address: JOINTDISCO ; _ LExington 2-5200

Jewish Restitution Sucecessor Organization
270 MADISON AVENUE

New 3 N. Y.
. REGENFD

, 5 12 Jl! 4, ”‘Gn |
Letter No. 3140 SRR 3. Mo. 9 January 1956

Fii( PJQ _~;Zggi§1~

i
i
i

Mr. Benjamin B.Ferencz
URO - Frankfurt/Main, Germany

Deaxr Ben:

The attached copy of Werner Lowenthal's letter is self-
explanatory. If I remamber it correctly you have obtained from
the head of the Berlin Documentation Center a copy of Cremer!s -
affidavit. It is now clear from Werner's letter that we wovld

, \nhave to try to find the original or a photostat of it, as well as
‘X ‘~ addlt10n§¥~identifylng data to W Werner refers. ——

The latest 1nformat10n would 1ndicate that von Clemm

hearings are dragging on at the customary O.A.P. pace and it is not
likely that our turn will come much before the end of the month,

Sincerely yours,

V/-——.
. LH
encl, : , Saul Kagan

1e ’“67

- TR ————— } } MBLR ORGANIZAT l()NS - C i o e e

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . AGUDAS ISRAEL WOR]D ORGANIZATION . WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS . COUNCIL FOR THE

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF |[EWS FROM GERMAMNY . BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS . CONSEIL

REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE . CENTRAL BRITISH FUND . JEWISHH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE . AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. .« JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, iNC. . INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN
IN THE'U. S. ZONE OF GERMANY . ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION

e e OPERATING AGENTS . . ... .. . e e e e e e e
l}inSll AGENCY FOR PALESTINE . AMERICAN IEWISH JOINT DISTRIRUTION COMMITTEE, INC. . JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, lNC
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January 4, 1956

Mr, Saul Kagan :
Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
270 Madison Avenue

New York 16, New York.

Deaz Saul:

I refer to your letter of December 30. 1955, concerning the
von Clemm diamonds.

At the time you asked me to check whether the Cremer statement
and the enclosures mentioned therein were among the OAP exhib{ts.
was informed that I could not be given access to the records because they
were constantly needed by OAP officials in connection with the hearings
now being held. I thereupon turned to Mr. Friedman, from whom I
recelved the scanty information mentioned in my letter to you of November 29.
1955,

Accordingly, my hands are tied s0 f;i;r as obtaining information
from OAP records is concerned. Ihave, however, reexamined the Cremer
statement and the extracts I made from the OAP exhibits.

From all indications, Cremer's statement itself {s not among the
OAP exhibits, but the shipping documents and invoices described in the
statement and referred to as being enclosed therewith are identical with
the shipping documents and invoices submitted to OAP by von Clemm.
This leads to the assumption that von Clemm had Cremer's statement,
but decided to offer in evidence only the enclosures and not the statement
itself. I can think of at leasat one plausible reason why von Clemm may
have made this decision: he is trying to prove that he was not an "'enemy
agent” and that he was not ''enemy tainted'. In this connection, he may

have

122.68
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, have considered it disadvantageous to introduce a statement of a top
Nazi official, no matter how favorable its contents may be.

By contrast, it appears to be of distinct advantage to the JRSO
that the Cremer statement be made part of the OAP records and, if
possible, complete with enclosures and accompanied by a statement as

i to ite original purpose and for whom and when it was made.

I have discussed the foregoing with Sy, who feels that S't'vzéuld '
be well if the missing information could be obtained. His present

thinking is to offer in evidence the complete Cremer statement, taking

a chance on certain parts of the material being rejected because they
had been introduced already

With best wishes for the New Year,

Cordially yours,

Werner M, Loewfmthal

Enclosures

L2269
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JEWISH RLSTIT[TION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE
BERLIN-DAHIEM , 8th of November 1955

FONTANESTRASSE 16 y;
TELEFON: 761981 Dr.%?r(rtr //}
: | g

fir. Saul K agan
¢/o JNSO |

270 Madison Avenue
New York 16, N.Y.

B R P ———

SUBJECT ¢ Property Berlin-Schoneberg, Gustav Millerstr. 16

IRS0 (Reichenstein) ./. Kreissler
ikteZet III / G 43

Dear lir. K agan,,

Would you be good enough to make inquiries as to whether
Mrs. Ada Relchensteln,,formerly of Kogernlkusgasse 14,
Lembgig, Was of the Jewish faith or descent ? Her husband
was Dr. Marek Tisig Reichenstein, a doctor, who died 56
years old, at Lwow (Lemberg) on February 21, 1932. His
last residence was at Twow, Senatorska 3, or Sykstusa 14.
His parents wdre lianag (? Mandel) Reichenstein mnd Ettel
née Dorf. The husband was Jewish - we have a copy of his
death certificate -, but we have no evidence of the
religion of his wife, the persecutee and former owner

of the above property. !

Ym&stﬁum
[J&MW
Dr. W.K. Wronker
IRS50 Berlin Regional Office

[N
™

N
DD
-3
-

mena JRIO NV 28 J

S s
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Club of Polish Jews )
214 Vest 92nd Street
New l‘ork‘ 25, Bev York , ‘ .
| Attention) Nr_c.iaérgekwaka :;;f e
' Gentlement ) ’ | S ‘
Ve m ‘eending oopy of the enclosedletter in
MOh tha .mso in Berlin :!.s aeking for &ataﬁ.ed mfomtion
A-oemmng tha,t nmmy BESSER ﬁsd qma;. . & “
Wa wuld be nmoh obligad 1f this mtter 15
. followed wp, , o L{
S incerely yours,
I  geul Kegan ’
’ Beoretary/
B/at '
Ene.,
| .
122271
\ i )
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR O"RCANIZATION
BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE
BERLIN-DAHLEM 7th 0f November 1955

FONTANESTRASSE 16 .., .
.~ Bo./Da. ,
TELEFON: 76 19 8} . éf¥
t

L
Mr. Saul X a g a n

e/0 JRSO ”

270 Madison Avenue ’

New York 16, N.Y. {

!

SUBJECT: Property Berlln W, Huttenstr. 72
IRSO (Besser} /. Calies
Akt.Z.: VIII / B 824

Dear ﬁr. Kagen,

In answer to our inqulry the Club of Polish Jews in
New York wrote this on 5th of November 1954 that
according to 1niormat10n received by the Club the
persecutee Mauryoy Besser was Jewisn. The chamber did
not consider this short information as certificated
evidence and ask us to give the facts on which this

. information was based. |

I should be very much obliged if yoﬁ would kindly contact
the Club of Polish Jews and.obtain d¢tailed information.

122272
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' . , A:~' S CIub of Polish Jevs
21k Vast o2nd- Btroat
Hew York 25, New: !crk
Attentiqn: Mr. Liohtanbaum‘

" Gemtlemem:

N

t

: ‘ . ' nbv the conrt 1s reqnnsting aﬁbstanxiatian
v © o+ - of this statement, and we would‘'be-obliged to you 1: '
f "~ you would obtain an affidavit 1n tha ususl form, "

Bnclosed we are mﬂins you photoetauc
g . capy of ths corresnonﬁanoe.‘ = o

"

5

Sime:elyg yours,

8K:B/E Saul Kagan

Enos, i . - Becretary Y
3 1 - :' ; .
i s ’ E ’} K
, . .
! . ¥ LR
‘ %
\
!
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' i
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B
t 3 : :
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JEW!SH RESTITUTION  SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

BERL]N REGIONAL OFFICE
MARi181905

BERLIN DAHLEM
FONTANESTRASSE 16 . ;

TEL.EFO Ni. 76 19 81

15.M4rz 1955

i
‘ ; © 8ch/ha
. . : IE
‘ ! . ’ MI’. A—ttno | !
Saul K a g an : )
i ,
270 Madison Ave. , :
Hew York, H.Y. ! . v
‘ ’ B Iuftpost!

Betr. Grundstiick Berl in-Heukdlln, Hertzbergstr. 14
Pons ./. Hechéfer S '
Ungede VI/P Jo8

- - e o= e e e — —— - — e emr e s eee e e, e e e e e e e wem e e

i
|
t
;
|

Sehr geehffer Herr Kolléﬂe‘!

In der obigen Rlickers tattun*“oache hahen wir die abschriftlich
| beigefiigte Aus kunit erhaWten. Das Gericht hat nunmehr ange-
fragt, auf Grund we]vher Unterlagen djeue Aus kunft erteilt
worden sei. Jlr wiiren Ihnen flir gefl hlttellunw dieser
UnLerWaoon de nkbar. :
4 i o
;

i . 0
i

Wit vorzﬁglichér Hochachtung

) q e
: g s - S )
' DT, A /C?////// ////,;’/ép/t‘f.?
: Lo Schindler, Sen. Pris.a.D.
JHSO bor]ln RCW10ﬂa] Office

Anlage ' e i S

DEPT. W
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Abschrift

Club of Polish Jews,Inc. : I
214 West 92nd Street - . S
New York 25, N.Y. ? L '
) 7.13.1954

S Betr. Grundqtuﬁk Borlln_Neukolln Hertzbergstr. 14
! : Pons ./. Schifer :

In Beantwortung w.vom 7. 9 1954 wir bestdtlgen
auf Grund von uns erhalten Auskunften, ‘das Maks
und CeoyljalPONS Juden waren. ‘ o

¢

H
4
3

>

in o : : Hochachtunrﬂvoll '?‘1

gez &. Lichterbaum{?)
secretary

“t

eesd
DO
Do
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS  [dj,

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL « CONGRESO ]UDIO MUNDIAL

A L
b

&G | E R §
‘v @

Mahon

BUENOS AIRES
Pastsur 633 P.5

6 E N E V A
37 Quai Wilson

JERUSALEM
I Ben Yohuda Street

LONDON Wi
55 MNew Cavendish St

MEXICO CITY
Calle de Cubs 8I

MONTEVIDEO
Calle ° Florida 1418

MONTREAL
49 Sh;orbrooh St, W,

S~ PARIS VIt
78 Av. des Ch. Elysees

1O DE JANEIRO
aixa, . Postal 2344

R O M E

Lungotéevers Sentic 9

SANTIAGO
Tarapeca 848

i
$T0C KHOLM
Grev Magnigatan 1}

S Y!D N E Y
243 Elizabeth Siroet

TEL AV IV
Montefiore  Street 24

B0
i

‘ ﬁ' . W ST DBPN

FEB 2171955

15 EAST 84t STREET ?, e
NEW YORK 28, N. Y. 0

/\M

QU()/) February 18, 1955

CABLES: WORLDGRESS, NEW YORK
TELEPHONE: TRAFALGAR 9-4500

Mr, Saul Kaga.n

" Conference on Jawi“sh Clalms
270 Madison Avenus
New York City

Dear Sauls : Ry

5 I have your 1e’cter of January 17 and have wri‘bten

to Mr. Fiszldwicz as per 'hhe attached copys,

Wa.th kindest regards »

.1 Sincerely yours,
' Nehemiah Robingon

NR s
enal ™
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February 18, 1065
r

Mr, Stanislew Fisslowicy
AveN.8, de Copacabana 1301, a.pm.eov
Rio de Janeiro - Copacabana P

Dear Mre Fisslowicms

‘ I was informed by former Polish Jows that you may be in a
position to supply us with information regarding the treate
.mont, during the Eazl regime,of Poush Jewich proportios lo=
‘sated in Germaw.

Some German courts are of the opinion that the so-oalled
Friendship Treaty between Germany and Poland at’ that time
ensured that the Fazi legislation and practices against
‘ Jows were not applied to Jews insofaur as they were of
Polish naﬁomnty « vhether they reaided in or outside

of Goermany.
I would be grateful for an expose of your experiense in
- this question. In view of the fast that guoh an expose
may be of considerable usefuleness to a number of fellow
Jewg, I hope you will find the time to compose it at your
earliest oconvenience.

281noerély yours,

Nehomiah Robinson
FRma |

122278
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LanND1s, COREN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ

1802 JEFFERSON Prace, N. W.

. ¥

JAMBS M, TANDIS WasuiNgToN 6, D. C.
! : . !

WALLACT, M. COHEN [

SEYMOUR J, ROUDIN ' - STERLING 3-5908

APBA T SCHWARTZ ¥ R
; February 4, 1955 I
! s e o oo

Mr. Saul Kagan

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
270 Madison Avenue

New York 16, New York : A

§

. I K i . 'm( S
Dear Saul: g : X ok ‘}

ot

| o i
» Mr. Lipski, the former Polish Ambassador to Beérlin,
and I finally got together yesterday for a lengthy luncheon dis-
" cussion. ) '

I found Mr. Lipski informed and willing to be as helpful
as possible. In the absence of specific inquiry, hé was not able to
give me much detail. He volunteered, however, the following:

1. The so-called German-Polish Friendship Agreement
was really nothing other than a non-aggression pé.‘c’t. It had none
of the usual clauses wi}:h respect to treatment of i}ationals, etc.
It was referred to often by the Polish Ambassador, Mr. Lipski,
and might have been referred to as a friendship agreement in
those cases’'in which he was protesting against the persecution of
Polish Jews in Germany. ' ' :

2. Lipski estimates that there were about 80, 000 Polish
Jews living in Germany, of whom a large number owned real
estate in Berlin., Another large group was in the fur business in
Leipzig. He states that he knows that there were'forced sales
and other seizures of these various assets, as well as numerous
instances of physical violence. '

3. At one time, Mr. Lipski considered the possibility of
trying to negotiate a general agreement with the 'G‘ermans, under
which a lump sum payment would be made, to be distributed to the
Polish nationals involved. The reason for this was that so much

Polish-
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‘'Polish-Jewish property was disappearing at such low values that
he thought that perhaps a device of this sort might ‘rescue some of

‘the values. This proposal was never put forward,é‘but it indicates
the general situation. - ; A o

4. There was a considerable amount of correspondence
between the Gérman Foreign Office and the Polish Embassy on
this very matter, Mr. Lipski believes that he may himself be.
able to'pu't his hands on some examples of this co;:il'espondence.
He also volunteered to write to, two former associates of his in
the Polish Embassy, both of whom I believe are now in Liondon,
in order to get further deta1ls

. A

5. Mr. Lipski would be prepared to gwe an affidavit

or to help in any other way possible.

Best regards. - L

. Sincerely, -

CcC: Dr. Weis, JRSO Berhn
: Dr. Hevesi .
Dr. Robinson '

Mr. Kagan (Paris)

122280
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January 17, 1955

Dr. Nehemiah Robinson ,
World Jewlsh Congress v : -
15 East 84th Street y - S e L R
- New York 28 N. Y. : ‘ ) B ' o o ) .
' Dear Nehemidh- S S S f
' This will refer to your letter of January 6t.h oonoeming
Mr. Fiszlowioz. 'I.would appreciate very mueh 11' you could : S
get in touch with him to obtain the information'which cur:’. - * .
Berlin office desires in connection with the cases of Jews : A
who retained their Polish naticnality in Germany VT ST

< conaially}

Seul Kagan

SKiw

e

Z\')

2L Eii
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AL G I EBERS
! ruvue Mahon

u

BUENOS AIRES
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Januery 6, 1955

Mro Senl Kegan n
Conference on Jewish Claims
270 Madison Avenue

New York City

Dear Saul: ‘

Following my letter of November 26 3‘_‘3:" treatment of Polish
Jews in Germany I wish to inform you that in the meantime

I*recesived ‘the address of Mr, Fiszlowicg, it is:

Mro Stenislaw. Fiszlowicz...
- AveN.S. de Copacabana 1391, apart.907
~ Rio de Janeiro~ Copacabana

IT you metlme to get in touch with Mr} Fiszlowicz I will

gladly do soe

[

With kindest regards, ' d
Sincerely yours,

Nehemiah Robinson
s

lRsms
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e
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January hth, 19552
Club of Polish Jewe
214 Vest 92nd Street,

New York City :
Attention: Mr, Walter Lichtenbaum

(Gontlemen:

- Encloged we are sending you cOpies of eleven (11) letters
Teceived by us from JREO in Berlin vith the requast to
furnish proof that the respective persons of Polish
nationality vere of the Jewish faith

As discussed vith your Mr, Lichtenhaum, in order to make these
documents effective it is important that it should be msde out
1n affidavit form and signed before a notary,

We are likevise enclosing semple of the affidavid form in
German language ?hich should be qpplied.

Thanking ynu for ynur cooperation

Bincerely yours,

SK:B/f . Saul Kagan
Encs. - X Secretary

RN
™o

DO
2
Qo
L
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DEC 6 1954
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE -
BERLIN-DAHLEM "'den 30, November 1954

FONTANESTRASSE 16 © WIL/1m
TELEFON: 761981

Mr., Saul K a gan
c/o T RSO : '

270 Madison Ave.,. © Via Air Mail
New York 16, N.Y.

Res Property Klenltzer atr° 109, Berlln—Neukolln
Akt.-Z.: VI/K 234

i j Dear Mr. Kagan:

We have to furnish procf to the Restitution
agency that Itzig K n o 1 1, formerly resident in
Lembéerg was a Jéw and should be grateful to you
if you could approach ‘the Club of Polish Jews for
an affidavit confirming this fact. We should like
to mention here that the Club of Pollsh Jews usually
formulates such coniirmations as follows:

" Wir bestdtigen hiermit, daB nach einge-
zogenen Erkundigungen ....s%.. Jude war. "

The term ’according to information. received’® is

ingufficient. The courts want to know what the
information has been like and who has furnished it.

Sincerely yours,

N
s
JR30 Berlin Regional Office. e -
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
BERLIN RhGIONAL OFFICE

BERLIN-DAHLEM -den 9, Dezember 1954
FONTANESTRASSE 15 WI/1m

TELEFON: 761981

Mr. Saul Kagan _ ,
¢/oJ RSO ) : ~.

270 Madison Ave.,:
"N ew York 16, N.Y.

Res Property Kaiser Friedrichstr. 51
Berlin - Charlottenburg

Dear Mr. Kagans

Ty We have to furnish proof to the Restitution Agency

‘ that Zypher H a b e r m a n n, formerly resident in
Warschau, Rymarska No 16 and’ Stanislaus Ce gl ar s k 1
formerly resident in Warschau, Skolne 1 Ulice Sienna 20
were Jews and should be grateful to you if you could
approach the Club of Polish Jews for an affidavit
“confirming this fact. We should like to mention here
that the Club of Polish Jews uaually formulatés such
confirmations as follows. . ‘

'Wir bestatigen hiermit daB nach elngezogenen
Erkundigungen cesene Jude war.

The term ’according to informationﬁreceived’ is

insufficient., The courts want to know what the
information has been like and who has furnished it.

Sincdeely yours,

W.|Galewski -
JRSO Berlin||Regional foioeo,»tw
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" JRSO Ty 4
Berlin Reglonal Offico _ . ' ) 4
Borlin-Dohlem, Fontonestr. 16 - . - : 30 DGC emb er. l 954
Yolefon-Sommel-Nr, 76 19 81 . : WL/heI‘ :

1

Via Air Mail s

: - Mre Ssul K a g a.n o ‘ ey
c/o J RSO S _ .
' - i
270 Hadison Ave., -
HNew York 16, NH.Y.

- Re: rroperty WeserstrQBB,iBerlin—Neuk@lin

Dear HNr. Kagan !.

Vie have to furnish proof to the Restltut¢on Agency that
_ ‘ : Mauryzy Feld, merohant, :
: - , - formerly reSLdent in Tarnow, ‘ul ‘Iwowsla 15

5

: T was a Jew und shpuld be rateful to you:-if you could aﬂproach
i the Club of Polish Jews iu* an affidavit confirming this’ fact
L We should like to mention here that the:Club of lollsh Jews“
= usuaily Tormulates such confirmations as follows:

"Wir bestaetigen hiermit,. dass nach elngezogenen
© Erkundigungen ceecesecessse Jude war.h.

1he term "according to information Teceived" is 1nsuff101ent. i
The courts want to khow what the information has been 11ke and
who has furnlshed ite : h

Copy of this letter is attached.

' . B . . ,

i

Sincerely yours,

W SKI
JRS0 Berli Reglonhl Offlce
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JRSO

Barlin’ Regional Office
Bérlth—DoHam, Fontanestr, 16 -
Telefon-Sommel-Nr. 76 19 81

2gth! December:l95
WL/her L

i . . ‘ . ! ) ’ -" i ’ ' ' JAN 4 A‘ . %r‘ :
Mr. Saul K a g a n Vid Air Mail .
/o JRSO T -
270, Madison Ave., R L
Hew York 16, N.Y. ' ;

eRNEmImmmImImmS T ImrTamInI s I

‘Re: Property Gﬁntzelsﬁra12,zBerlineWilme:sdorfo L

Y
u

Dear NMr. Kagan ! T _‘~.i .
We have to Turnish proof to the Rebtltutlon Agency\that

Willy Kl e inber.g A
formerly resident in ' o
» Antwerpen, Avenue de la Relne Dllsabeth 4

and Henri (Herschel) K 1 e i. n b er g,
formerly resident in, -
Antwerpen, Rue Conscience 23, ‘

the Club of the Polish Jews for an’ afrldav1t conflrmlng this;
fact. We should like to mention l:eré that the Club of POllSh‘
Jews usually Tormulates such conflrmatlons as follows*““

 "Wir bestaetigen hiermit, dass nach elngezogenen
Erkundlgungen ceee v e Juden waren,!

The termn "according to - information received"” is- 1nsuff1c1ent
The courts want to know what the 1nformatlon has been 1lke
and who has furnished it.

. . v
b ¢ . :

Copy of this 1etter is attached. . e

Sineerely yours,

GALEWSKI

We .
egional Office

JRbO Berlin
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JRSO
Berlin Regional Office
Borlin-Dahlem, Fontanestr. 16
Tolefon-Sammel-Nr. 76 19 81

21 December,
WL/her -

R

r-

Vla Alr Mail /

M1 V . 'A o ‘ S v
Saul Kagan ' o
c/o J RSO

270 Madison Ave., ‘ -
New York "16, N.Y.

Ty ——
R A I T L IR I TR I IR s e s

Re: Property Landshuter btr.}O/)l/Barbarossastr039; )  gf”:‘
Berlin-Schoeneberg. L

Dear Mr. Kagan! .
We have up furnish proof to the- Restltutlon Agency that

Maksymlllan (Mendel) FLOCKSTRUMPF,
died at 26,12, 19)1 .

and hls h01rs

widow Franziska PLOCKSTRUMPF — S
Mrs. Jadwiga BEMSKA born.Flockstrumpf Do
Dr. Mieczyslaw PFLOCKSTRUMPF o !
Mr, Ludwik bLOCKSTRUMPF L o -

a0 oE

- all formerly resident in Warsaw,

were Jews. and should be grateful to you if you could approaoh;
the Club of Polish Jews for an affidavit confirming this fact.
We should like to mention here that the Club of Polish Jews
usually formulates such confirmations as follows.

"Wir bestaetlgen hiermit, dass nach elngezogenen
Erkundigungen coco. Juden waren." -

The term "according to information received" is 1nsufflclentof
The courts want to know what the 1nformdtlon has been like andx"
who has furnished it A .

Copy of this letter is attached.

ely yours,

GALEWSKI & - ¢
Regional Offlce
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JRSO
Berfln Raglona! Ofttice Lo o S
Berlin-Dablem, Fontanestr. 16 » . . Decemb er 15'{}1’1
Telofon-Samme!-Nr. 76 19 81 . ot R
Co L DEG20
+ ‘ o . R - t. . . < ‘ . -
o Via "Air IMail
Hr. ) '
| ‘Saul Kagan g | Ritfs versendon Sic
i c/o J RS O : ’3 diesen [shezetlel |
. . : i ;
270 Madison Ave., - A = E fiir e Antworl _ \
New York 16, N.Y. , {ﬂwfwwww“;;quudu‘H“%‘“f,_‘
. . : i, ¢ 2
i . I Lﬂh;;ﬁ,kn-~. PR
s N : 3. . - B
. L_ ‘ ..
Re: Property Melanchthonstr.l3, Berlin NW 40 o
S

Dear Mr Kagan? . CL o ;-7‘“' Ly

Vie . havo to Eurnluh prooi Lo the hestltutlon Agency that
a) Abra Uam HOLCMASN iormerlj r851dent in Oraoov1a Gert.

b) Abraham BECK,. " Lo  § ¢'*In'
¢) Lelbh TRAU o I " °‘ neoon
i+ d) Bernhard LPILGER L ] st n
| e) Juda HIRSCHBERG o , n ' Jih- 1

were Jews and should be ﬂrabeful to you 1f you oould approach

tha Club of Polish Jews Tor an affidavit ‘confirming this fact.
Weli showld like to6 mention here that the Glub of Polish: Jews
.usually formulates such conflrmatlons as iollows. ‘ ‘

"Wir bestitigen ulermlt, dass nmch elngezowenen

Erkundigungen ..... Jude ware. L

[ f

3
Vi

The term "aocordlnb Lo information recelved" is- 1nsufficlent,x
The courts want to know what the lnformaLlon has been llke X
and who has furnished it.

Copy of this letter is attached. DR

YI ‘.
JRSO- Ber

GALEWSKI .
'n Revlonal Offlce
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© "JRSO o o L
Berlin Reglonal Office ‘ .. I L
Berlin-Dahlem, Fontanestr, 16 A . . . .:DeC ember "
Telofon-Sammel-Nr. 76 19 81 ' : ’ h WL/h GI‘ ok '

- .
Pitle vé’x‘\“\" nden Sie
Gieson! Wichezeitel
' fi'r'l.l’it- Antwort

peatats e e

¢

o

—w,“r,.,”“-w”“ ,.“,,“.W\Num_

DEPT. XI S

PP \r\ﬁﬂ»‘\ﬁ"—"wmna\\'\,ﬁﬂ‘* A e AL

I‘\JLI‘ o

Saul ‘K agan -
c/o JRS O \

270 Madison Ave.,. ‘ _ -
New York 16, N.Y. - : :;' : o

o'oé}r_-ur

[
. ‘

I EETmRInEmT I

|

' ~ Re: Property Graefestr.36, Berlin SWf?é»

Dear Mr.fYanan !

We have to furnish proof to the Restltutlon Aoency thdt"

Horitz S chreibe r, = & ;
iormerly resident in oracov1a, ul Lwowska 19

was a Jew and should be grateful to you if you could approao
rhe Club of POlloh Jewa for an affldaVLt conflrmlng thlsofa t

.\'v

usua]ly formulﬂtes such conflrmatlons as follows.

P . MWir bestdeblgen hiermit, dass naoh elngezogenen
: erundlgungen sasoso dude war, L

L
; .

The term "accordino to 1n¢ormatlon recelved" is 1noufflclen

The courts want to know what the information has been like:

and who has furnished it. o ‘ e
. Copy of this letter is attaohed; V ‘ ’

N

Sincarely yours,
U
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IRSO

Borlin Reglonal Office
Barlin-Dahlem, Fontanastr. 16
Telofon-Sammel-Nr, 76 19 81

BN

MI s

saul K a g
c/o RSO

270 Hadison Ave.,
Hew York

Dear Mr. Iw,f an !
We have 'td

Majer' 3}
was a Jew and

L the Club of Pold

uuuﬁily Tormulates

- "Wir bestaetigen hxermlt ddmu nqch eingezogenen .

slionld Ye .

Erhundl gungen

The term "accordlnr

and who has

to information received" ‘
The courts want bto know what the\lnlormatlon has been like .
furnished it. s

i

*ve 0o

. e

Property Neckarstr. 5, Bozlln-N ukulln.

furnish proof 1o Lhe Reotltutlon Agency that:

ZWwa T e b awm,
Lformerly resident in Cz enotoohau, AleJa 32,

grateful
sl Jews ior an affidavit confirming this fact
We should like to mention here that the Club of Pojlsh Jews :
such conflrmﬂtlons qa Follows:

Jude war "

Copy of +this letter is attacheda

JRuO Berll

Decomber 14 !
Wh/her ”

| Pt h
: DEG 20 1954
P veryrndent ]
! :i",::‘f.m i lahezeticl )
T Anlwml J

‘
T N

e v

nerohdnd

to you;LT you could npproaoh

is insufficient.

H

Sincerely yours,

Wy GALﬁWSKI

Regional Office f'iﬁi

Jrsaed

DD
Fw]
LT
w
[EY
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NRDV o0 454
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATIO
BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE . "

BERLIN-DAHLEM , den 18. November 1954
FONTANESTRASSE 16 - Ku/ ju

TELEFON: 761981

Mro ¢
: Saul X a g an N
- ¢/o IRSO ’
270 Madison Ave,
New York 16, N, ¥, ,
: LrhcvmwemmnS:e
dizgen Klebhezettel
iy Ihre Antwort
Re: Property Vestfdligche Str. 41
_-__§93129:§9&§§b§zg__mwn*_“,m"m_ ﬁ
Dear Mro Kagan: ) )
We have to furnish prdof-to the Res sitution Agency that
S c h o t z, Adolf formerly resident in:
1927 - 1931 Luow (Lemberg) ulica Kraszewskiego 15
183%2 ft ~toul Badenich i
1936 " " " ulica Technika X
and S5 ¢ hutzmn qAn4n) Leo, résideht in:

<, v
————m. o l

—

1”27 193 C‘I oryslaw/ Polen, ul Panska

oy

were Jews and should be grateful tu you if you could approad
the Club of Polish Jews for an affidsvit confirming this ;
fact. We should like to mention hefé that the Club of ]
Polish Jews usually formulates such confirmations as r
follows: : \ :
Nlr bectailien hiermit, dass ma@h eingezogenen
erundlgungen,..............nJuden waren., "

The term according to information received ig insufficient.
The courts want to know what the information has been like
and who has furnished ist, ‘ ' ‘

Copy of this letter ist attached, |

Sin

i T\ﬁiﬂ

. | o ’2‘5«292
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IRSO

Berlin Regional Otfice o ) _ R
Barlin-Dahlem, Fontanestr. 16 - : 8 th 4n0Vemi3 er 1954‘ . Ty
Telafon-Sammel-Nr. 76 19 81 ‘ . WL/heI‘ . i
» .
. . _i . . o (‘ b
Via Air Mail ‘ - B

Ll

Mr. Saul K a gan ‘ ; ‘ A S
c/o J RSO '
270 Hadison Ave., ‘ ‘
Wew York 16, N.Y. = C . Cihy

R —

Re:‘Property Claudlusstr. 17
~ erlln N W

Dear Hr. Kagan, , : o

we have to furnish proof bo the Restltutlon Ag ency -
that Pr..loritz S8 a i dman n, phy3101an, Eormerly .
gident in Wars&w, Senatoruova 6,'was a Jew and should,
be grateful to you if you could approaoh the Club of °
Polish Jews for an affidavit confirming thissfact. We
should like to mention unere that the Club of "Polish Jews
usually formulates such conflrmatlons as followss -
"Wir bestaeti"en hiermit, das s nach elngezogenen
erundx¢ungon sosecenee Jude War. "

The courts want to know what the 1n¢ormailon has been llke.
and who has furnished 1t. L ’

Copy of this letter is attached.. "

H

Sincerely yours),

alewski -

W. . . L
Regional Office = 7

JRSO Berli

109093
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IRSO
.Borlin Regional Office -
;Berllﬁ-Dahlem, Fontanastr. 16
Telafon-Sammael-Nr. 76 19 81

‘Berlln—Ddhlem den‘.

| 5 Hovember. 1§54
'."WL/her I Rt R

Via Air Mail -

r. Saul X a g a n. 4 _ i ' s
¢/o I RSO " Res Property ?estaIOO 1str.83
o Berlln Charlottenburg“* J

270 Madison Avo., ' :
Hew York 16, N.Y.

Dear Ml. nauan,

we have: to furnlsh,proof to Lne RcsLlLutlon Agency"

Gregory K3i u e g e r,-;ormerly r sldent in Walsaw, Zlelna
was a jew aiid should” bez
the Club of FPolish Jews - £as
Wen sould like to mentlon here th%t the Club of Pollsh Jewsu
usually formulates.such conflrmwtlons as: Lollows.~~<“

Wiy nest etL sen hlermLt d ass naph elng0206enen
erundlguﬂgon,o....... Jude war.‘" e

;

The term "according- to 1niormatlon recelved" is- lnuufﬁlclent,
The courts want to lnow Whab the inf ormqtlon has been 11ke a'd
who hag furnished it.

Copy of this letter is attached.

Sincerely yours,

] AE#‘[UKI

w. LT
Reglonal ijlce ;}

JRSO Berl

¢,2“94
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1832 Jefferson Place W, W,

Dear 8y - ;§=

Seymcour J, Rubin, Fsq,-

Washington, D, C,

The enclosed material 1 nelf-explmatory. 1t concerns a
considerabla Yolume of claims which we are pnrnuing in Berlin, Ae
you know, right after World VWar I a considerable number of Jows from

. Eastern and Central Furope settled in Germany, ;’;artioularly in Berlin, . |
Many of them mequired property and actually had: to dispose of the mew o

sots just-as the Uerman Jow did after.1933, Nonethalcn som?® of the
restitutors now contend that the Jews who were. Polishﬂaucnnlu M-
Joyed the prqtecuon ot the Polish-aerman ?toa%y of Fr&ondah’.p.

‘ 1 would. appreciate 1% very much i ou eould neet with Wr,
J‘oneph Lipnk;t. former Pollish Ambassador: in Bernn. nov repreununa
the Polish Nationsl Committes in &fanhington. His address ist. - . "

- 1650 Barvard smot. H W Apt 208. WMhington 9. n.c.

I am eure he oan giva hhs 'best testlraony concerning ‘the opere~

tions of the German-Polish Treaty of Friendchip, particularly sfter 1933, L

Following your discussion with him, we will: hava do daeido whether an

afﬁé.avu from him on thia aub;}act will be :moeaeary :
5 A 4 31

: .:chgaally .yours,

A ‘;;s",aul' Kaghn

SKih o SR

encl, R -

ces BER o o ) : ;ii}i

122e95

:::::::
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Novemﬁar 29, 1954

i
T

r. Rehemiah Robinsdn
World Jewish Congress
15 Enst B84th Street
New York, New York

Denr Nehemish: g b

Thenk you for your latter of November 26,
with the names of Foligh pra-war diplomates who mpy
have knowledge of the workings of the Polish-German
Friendship Treaty,

1 have requested Sy to get in toueh with
Mr, Lipski »nd 1 'shall make arrangements hers to meect
with Hr, Karl Kraszkewicz. who 1s now with the United
Retions, P

Siﬁcerely yours,

Sé,\il Kogan
SH:h ,

e e i
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- WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

i

15 EAST 84ru STREET
NEW YORK 28, N. Y. i

Nﬂv;ggﬁﬁd

CasLes: WoRLDGRESS, NBW YORK
TeLErPHONE: TRAPALGAR 9-4500

November 26, 1954

Mr. Saul Kagan
Conference on Claims
270 Madison Avenue
hew York 16, W.Y.

Dear Saul,

" I have your letter of Nov. 23 and .copy of Dr. Weis' letter dated
Nove’ 15' o ! - . '

I did not really believe that a "center" of Poligh Jews would
have authentic information regarding the working of the German-Folish
agreement, Neither was there much hope that the Polish pre-war news-
papers would contain factual data regarding the effectiveness of the
protection by the Polish Government. My doubts were fully corroborated
by a talk with Dr. Schwargbart who, although he was not only a lawyer but
also a memier of the Polish Farliament, was not even aware of the
agreement., I also spoke to another Polish laWyer who knew about the
agreement but, in his practice, never encountered any case coming
thereunder, i
It seemed to me the best tet to look for Polish pre-war diplomats
who were in Berlin during the Nazi perlod. I was informed that there are
two of them in this country:

(a) Karl Kraszkewicz - now serving in the [Ihited Nations. He
could be reached by phone through the UN number; his extension is 2897.

(v) Joséf Lipski, former TFolish' Ambassador in Ferlin, now re-
presenting the shadow (exile) Polish "Government" in Washington. His
address is: 1660 Harward St. MW, Apt. 208, .Washington 9, D. C.

I am also looking for the address of a certain Fiszlowicz Who
was a high Polish official and is now apparently living in Rio de Janeiro.

Sincerely,

s '
N M-

‘ ' Nehemiah Robinson .
HR:1s o s ' ’

I.::‘ ‘vf-t‘w'g'?
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November 26, 1954

Dr. G, Veia | 3

Jewish Restitution Succasaor Organisation
Fontanestrasse 16
Berlin-Dahlem, Germgny

Dear Dr, waia:

' We received your. letter of November 15th (Dr -W/ez) in the
matter of the decision of the Kammergericht 'in Berlin that
the Polish Jevs: are not peraecutees 'in the meaning :of the

Restitution laws, We are contascting the competent personau- "

ties for the purpcse of obtaining the necessary information :

snd will keep you cumntly posted of the results of om'
mquiries.

l

8incerely youra 3

|

SK:B/: ' : Saul Kagan |

2 ' . z | LQQQQB
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION

BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE
BERLIN-DAHLEM A NOV 16 1052
FONTANESTRASSE 16 ' . R
TELEFO N: 761981

- 15 November 1954
(Dr. W/cz )

Mr. Saul Kagan - f 2
¢/o JRSO | -
270 Madison Avenue j
New York 16, N.Y. @ & -

3
+

Dear Mr. Kagan, _ ' 'q

1. For years the Kanmergericht Berlin decided that
foreigners (including Polish Jews) were not persecutees in the

‘meaning of the Restitution Laws. Persecutees in the meaning

of these laws were, the Kammergericht said, only persons who
belonged to a class of persons which the German Government or

the NSDAP intended to eliminate im its entirety from the

cultural and economic'life of Germany. Foreign Jews had never
taken part in the cultural life of Germiny and could, therefors,
not be excluded. In addition the Kammergericht sald that foreign
Jews were protectsd by the foreign Govermments and had nothing

to fear. These "Auslaenderentscheidungen! belonged to those
decisions of the Kammergericht which are difficult to read o
without losing one's temper (they are not the only ones). Seldom
can a legal mind have come to conclusions which are so obviously
hypocritical, ;

2. Thanks to the work of Dr. Tuch who for years fought
against these decisions of the Kammergericht and submitted to

the ORG convincing material, the Supreme Court decided some

weeks ago that a Jew is a Jew and a’ persecutee whetner he was
Polish, Austrian or German. C

This de0151on was. a great blow to all the lawyers representing
defendants as their clients are hot too pleased to learn that they
should better have compromised. their cases two or three years ago.

3. We have now rpéeived a brief from one of the lawyers who
is a leading loyal restitutor which shows that some concerted

122299
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action has started to conylnoe the Supreme Court that at least
Polish 'Jews had nothing to fear from the Nazi regime being in a
position to rely upon the "deutsch-polnische Freundschaftsabkormen™

and the, of course, intensive efforts of the Polish diplomatic
sorvices to protect Polish Jews, The brief reads as follows:

“Im Hinblick darauf dass diese Umrechnungsfrage fuer mehrere
_hundert glelch&elagertor Faelle von ausschlaggebender Bedeutung
wird, wird darum gebeten, die angetretenen Beweise auch dann zu
erneben, wenn es fuer den vorbezelchneten Fall nicht mehr aus-
schlaggdbend selin sollte.

Im uebr1gen wird ernaenzend vorgetraeen, dass Juden polnischer
Nationalitaet auf Grund des deutsch-polnischen Freundschafts-
abkommens eine pr1v1leglerta Behandlung genossen haben und
keinerlei Verfolgungsmassnahmen susgesetzt waren, Auf Grund
dieses Abkommens waren Juden polnischer Staatsangehoerigkeit
nicht aus dem wirtschaftlichen und kulturellen Leben Deutsch-
lands ausgeschlossen, Diese Tatsache ergibt sich mit aller’
Deutlichkeit aus den Kommentaren der polnischen Zeitungen
nach® Abschluss des deutsnh—polnischen Freundschaftsabkommens,
Das Beweismaterial hierueber wird z,Zb, zZusamengetragen und
w1rd auf Erfordern dem Gericht eingereicht werden."

I should be much obliged if you could contact a center of
Polish Jews, which could give us some information on the working
of the deutsch-polnische Freundschaftsabkommen in respect of Jews.
Maybe there axists in New York or Washington a collection of Polish
Jewish papers where some evidence can be found how effectively the
Polish Government probected Polish Jews in Germany

/ Tha matter is of great importance as some hundred indlvidual

cases are involved and a great number ggtﬁwn cases,

| ' ) ‘f' ! ] { .
' b _ : . Yours sincerely,

. | * DR. G. VWEIS

. i
. . :
. ;
! il
Iy
! ) .
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" In view of the fact that this quest ion (Umrenhmngsfrae;e) is of decisive
significance in hundreds of similar cases, 1t 18 request to obtain the
indicated evidence even where it would mnt be decieive in the particular
caae, '

Moreover it ie set fnrth additionally that J»wish of Polish Natlonality,
on the basis of the Garman-Folish Friendship Arreement enjoyed privileged
t reatment and were not expnaed to any persecutory measures, On the basis
of this Agreement Jews of Polish mationality were not excluded from the
economc and cultural life of’ Germany. This faot emerges with complete
olarify fro?m the commentaries in the Poligh newspapers after the conclusion
of the German-Polish Friendehip Agreement, Bvidential material in thle
connection 1s presently heing. collected and will bo submi tted upon requent
of the Court,"

'
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Novemh%r 26, 1954

Dr. G. VWels

Jewish Restitution Succesaor Organizstion
Fontanestrasse 16 , !
Berlin-Dahlem, Germany L

Dear Dr, Wets: ; j?

The Clud of Poligh Jews handed to us the enclosed two letters
"from the Wiedergutmachungsamter in Berlin with the request to
provide them with the cost of publicsation of the contents of
;he letters in the Yiddish nevspapers vhich amounts to $15 or
20

Will you please let us know-whetherfthe cages mentioned in
the enclosures are cf any interest to the JRS80O and whether
we should, in your opinion, pay the .cost of advertising,

8incerely yours,
o

SK:B/f Saul ﬁﬁgan

e
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Noyemb"!er 23, 1954

Dr. Nehemiah Robinson
- World Jewish Congresss
15 East BLth Street

FNew York, New York

‘Dear Nehemish:

Referring to our! 1ast night’s conversa-
tion I am sending you herewith enclosed copy of a letter
received from the JRSO in Berlin, dated November 15th, in
matters of the Berlin Kammergericht decision that Polish
Jews are not persecutees. .

I would very much appreciate your
advice In the matter. .

| Bast regards,

Sincerely yours,

BK:B/f |  Soul Kagan
Enc. ‘

“
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Novamber hth, 1954

[ ,
Club of Folish Jews
214 West 92nd Street
New York, New York

Gentloment

With reference to the visit of your Mr- Lichtenbaum, we are
sending you herewlth enclosed copy of a letter received from
the JRSO Berlin Regional Office, in which we are requasted
te furnish through your intermediary the proof that Bery
(Rerse) RoJjter and Roza.RoJtorows, his wife, both formerly
resident in Warsaw, ul: Zlota 62, were Jews: We would be
very much obliged if you would obtsin an affidavit from a
person or organization confirming this fact: This affidavit .
ghould be made out in sccordsnce with the form we handed
your Mr+ Lichtenbaum+ We hope that you will be able to
locate an appropriate person or organization and prepare

the affidavit in accordance with the requast of the JRSO

|Expecting to hear from you on the subJect in the very near
future-

Sincerely yours,

| ) Ve ,
sx'n/r - Séul%gan

Eno- ; Becretary

&
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZA -";‘J im
: : BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE 1
j BERLIN-DAHLEM ' ¢
_FONTANESTRASSE 16 _ ‘
TEL;EFON: 76 1981 | October 28’ 1954
' G‘a/tZo

Mr. Saul X a g a n ' Via Air Mail
.. ¢/o JRS O '
270 Madison Ave.
New York 16, N.Y.

. Re: Property Lultpoldstrasse 24
Berlln—Schoeneberg

i

Dear Mr. Kagan:

We have to furnlsh proof to the Restitution
Agency that Herz (Herss) R o j t e r _and Roza
Ro Jjtorxroowa, hIg wite, both formerly resident in
Warsaw, ul, Ztha 62, were Jews and should be grateful
£67you 1 you could approach the. Club of Polish Jews
for an affiidavit confirming this fact. We should like
to mention here that the Club of Polish Jews usually
formulates such conflrmatlons as follows:

'Wir bestaetigen hiermit, dass nach elnge—
zogenen ﬁrkundlgungen ssses Jude war.'

The term 'according to-lnformation received' is insuf-
ficient. The courts want to know what the information
has been like and who has furnished it.

% Copy of this 1etter is attached.

;ﬁ} . Sincerely yours,

ﬁ&;.?ﬁlf!aﬁ'g o o ﬁhm&;
Q&\%lﬁ' %w}} ) ‘L Vi.} Galewskl

" JRSO Berli{n Regional Office

”i

. 3
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Tolafan-Sommol Nr. 76 19 81

;Saul Kagan
JRSO
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JEWISH RESTITUTION 'SUACCESSOR>0R‘GANIZATION
. ‘ R
BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE

BERLIN-DAHLEM

FONTANESTRASSE 16 ’ " August 3, 1954
TELEFON: 7619 81 3 Ba/tz.

Jewish Restitution ’ - Via Air Mail
Succegsor Organization, Inc. , ,
Attn.: Mr. Saul K a g a n
270 Madison Ave.,

New Yor k 16, N.Y.

pug 6 1954
Dear Mr. Kagan:

You are probably aware by now that JRSO Berlin
has won & major battle in that Dr. Tuch'succeeded in
ellcltin& from the Supreme Restitution. Court a decision
reversing the Berlin Kammergericht which in several
hundreds 3f opinions had ruled that Jews of foreign
nationality and residing dbroad were not persecutees,

The new decision of the Supreme Restitution Court,which
holds that Jews had been persecuted wherever they lived,
is presenting us with aibasis for prosecuting several
scores of cases which 86 far we had held back: Almost

all of these cases are concerned with the property of
Polish Jews, and you can imagine that it is almost always
extremely difficult forius to prove that the former owners
of the properties have been Jews, as almost never records

to that effect are avallablé}

~ As a prellminary measure we have approached the
Club_of Polish Jews, 214 West 92 Street, New York, which
quite willingly has furnished us with a’ letber (not a
sworn affidavit) confirming that the person mentioned
in our inquiry was a“Jew. :

~ i

AN ;~
\\ ! ’ - 2
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‘ We do not expect the Berlin courts to be
satisfied with the information contained in an ordinary
letter; we expect the courts to demand specific proof
by sworn statements of specdific witnesses, and we should
very much like you to prepare the way for obtaining such .
sworn statements or affidavits,which would have to be
signed not by the Club but by individual members.

I propose the following tenor of such statements:

"We, the undersigned ....., used to live from ,....

t0 evese in +...s We have personally known Mr,

(Mrs., Misg) +seeee from eoeee t0 ouss. We know ' ,
from personal acquaintances that Mr. (Mrs., Miss) ‘
+se+o belonged to the Jewish faith. We have fre-~

quently met him . (her) in the synagogue. (Additionally,
where applicable: We have attended the circumcision,
barmizwah of his son, brother, nephew ... or: We have -
attended his (his son's, his daughter!s) wedding ..

or: We have attended his father's, mother's funeral,

; The‘seﬁvioes weré conducted according to the Jewish
rites. ; » :

- I trust that you will be willing. and able to
start immediately the necessary preparations for obtaining
such affidavits and to'inform us of the results in order
to enable us to send the necessary details to the Club of
Polish Jews in the very near future. - '

Thaﬁking you:in anticipation,
I am vith best regards, |
) s gl , ‘ f
Sincepely: yours, . |

w. lGalewski

Copy: Dr. Weis
- Dr, -Tuch
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5 :  BERLIN BEGIONALOFFICE - Cfn, : LY
i " BERLIN-DAHLEM , ,)7 .
/ © FONTANESTRASSE 6 - .

i : TELEFON: 76 19 81

21 April 1954
H@&m

Jewish Restitution ' P
Successor Organization

Attn, Mr. Xa gan :
Suite 800 : N
270 ¥adison Avenue :

New York 16, N.Y.

;
s f :
B Re: Restltut;on Claims in respect of Berlin property
previously owned by foreign Jews whose residences

were outgide Germany, partlcularly Polish Jews

« ey g

Dear Mr. Kagsan, !

may we draw your attention to our letter of 6 February 1954
in the above mentioned matter.
_We shall be very . obliged for a reply e£ our letter.

Yours sincerely, . . s
N .

‘f'” o : q /Mé/
/ _ - b H. TUCH
’ JRSO Berlin Regxonal Office

Y
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
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~ their properties do not belong to a class of: persons
-which the German government or the NSDAP intended on

BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE |

BERLIN-DAHLEM - 6 February 1956r
FONTANESTRASSE 16 HT/1m

TELEFON: 76 19 81

Jewish Regtitution

Successor Organization -  FEB 10 i354
Attn. Mr. K a gan . ™~

Suite 800 ‘ ‘ Airmail
270 Madison Avenue ‘

New York 16, N. Yo

Pt

Re: HRestitution Claimé in respect of&Berlin property
previously owned by foreign Jews whose residences
were outside Germany, Particularly Polish Jews.

v

Dear Mr, Kagan,‘

We have filed hundreds of claims of the above !
mentioned type. Two of the 3 Kammergerichtssenate who
exclusively deal with restitution cases refuse: most of o h
these claims because they maintain that foreign Jews e
who had their residences outside Germany when they sold -

any of the grounds referred to in .Article 1 to eliminate
in its entirety from the cultural and- econimic life of
Germany ( art. 3 BK/0(49)180 ).

In order to prepare our petitions for rewieving the

-decisions of the Kammergericht to the; Supreme Restitution !

Court for Berlin we contacted Dr. Roman Pretzel, Tel Aviv, .-
a former Berlin lawyer of Polish nationality who had ‘many ‘
Polish clients in Berlin as you will see from the
attached copies of our correspondence. We do not propose
to make use of the services of that gentleman. We are
sure that there are some members of the Association of
Polish Jews or of the Club of Polish Jews, Inc.,

24 West 92 nd Street, New York who are qualified and
willing to answer the questlons we put to Dr. Pretzel.

As the decision of the Hupreme Restitution Court for
Berlin is of very great 'importance and the Court will
start hearing the first cases under review early next
week we need the requested affidavits urgently. We do

not know when a petltlon dealing w1th the above mentioned


http:qualifi.ed
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f | |
f g :
E question will be heard and decided by the Supreme Court,
‘ but we wish to be prepared as soon as any of these cases
will appear. - P r
It would be, therefore, greatly appreciated if you
could give this matter your 1mmed1ate attentlon° .
| -
! .
Yours rsincerely
| o Ny
‘H. TUCH
| JRS0 Berlin Regional Office, .
; % » {
f ! |
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Absichrift /im

 Dr. jur. Roman Pfetzei 8; Sirkin St.,

8, Sirkin St., Tel-Aviv . Tel-Aviv
o 4 th January, 19)4

I

Herrn H. Tuch . | Ihr Aktz.: HT/rm
JRSO, Regional Office. :
Berlln - Dahlem

SehrAgeehrter Herr Tuch,

In Beantwortung Ihres Schreibens vom 9.12.53, welches

.ich vorgestern erhalten habe, beeile 1ch mich Ihnen folgendes

mitzuteilen: ;

Aus dem Inhalt Ihres ochrelbens Pntnehme ich, daB es sich
hier nicht um einen einzigen Fall sondern um eine grundsdtz-
liche Frage handelt, die filir hunderte von Fdllen entscheidend
ist. Dies gibt mir d1e Veranlassung, lhnen mitzuteilen, daB
in meiner friiheren langjdhrigen Praxis als Spezialanwalt

fiir polnisches und internationales Recht in Berlin W. Kur--
fiirstendamm 48, hunderte und hunderte. polnische Juden —-

—— sowohl in Deutsch]and lebende als auch in Polen und .im
librigen Ausland wohnende -- durch mein dortlgps Biro in den
Jahren: 1937-1938-1939 gegangen sind. Sie alle haben gerade
in dieser Jjetzt so grundsidtzlichen Frage meinen Rat und Hilfe
damals gesucht und auch gefunden.

Ich fiihle mich daher in der Lage auf Grund meines Wissens und
noch vorhandenen Notizen die erforderllchen Feststellungen

zu machen. : :

Es ist Jjedoch filir mich nicht so einfach einen diesbezliglichen
Bericht von hier aus schriftlich auszuarbeiten und lhnen ein-
zusenden und so komme ich auf folgenden Vorschlag:

Da ich in diesem Jahre, im Monat Mai oder Juni, circumstances
permitting, nach Italien und der Schweiz mit meiner Frau zu
reisen beabsichtige, wo ich an zwei Kongressen sprechen soll,
so konnte ich es vielleicht einrichten, von Italien aus oder
von der Schweiz zu Ihnen und zurlick, auf Ihre Kosten, zu
kommen, d. h. filir paar Tage. Wir konnten dann den ganzen
Fragenkomplex durchdlscutleren und den erforderlichen Berlcht

“ausarbeiten.

Bei dieser Gelegenhelt denke ich daran, daB wir auch die
ganze Liste der fraglichen jJjiidischen Abstammung von den Sie

"interessierenden polnischen Juden durchgehen und an Ort und

Stelle ich Ihnen beantworten kdnnte.

_ | .
In Erwartung Ihres gefl. Bescheides zeichne
ich - mit hochachtungsvollem GruB3,

gez. Unterschrift.

3232'3312
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Hardman, Phillips & Mann
Successors to Swann, Hardman & Co.
Solicitors ‘
Hastings House
10 'Norfolk Street
- London W. C. 2

M/EG  Ihr Zeichen: HT/rm ' 1. PFebruar 1954

Herrn Dr. H. Tuch, ,

Jewish Restltutlon Successor Organlzatlon,_
- Berlin Regional Office, .
FontanestraBe 16 g

Berlin - Dahlem, American Sector,

Germany.

Sehr geehrter Herr Dr. Tuch,

Ich danke Ihnen verblndllchst fiir Ihren Brief vom
25. danuar.

Die Verfahrensordnung war mir in der Zw1schenzeit zuge-
gangen., Allerdlngs deckt Art. 2 unsern Fall nicht in vollem
Umfang, aber wir versuchen gerade, die Einstellung der
Gerichte durch Ruoksprache mit dem Pr351denten zu eruieren.

it vorziiglicher Hochachtung

‘gez. Unterschrift.
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] ; ~ ‘den 4.2.54. ‘
| : | 'HT/Tm:
‘ «
} ‘ Herrn : ; .
Dr. Roman Pretzel ! . N

8, Sirkinstr. g
Tel ‘Aviv i

1
:
!
i
N

Betr.: Jiidische Grundstuckselventumer polnlscher Staats-
« angehtrigkeit:
i » Ihr Brief vom 22, 1. 1954,

i

| -
Sehr geehrteriHerr Dr. Pretzél,
|
wir konnen uns léider nicht entsohlleBen, auf Ihre }
Forderungen elnzugehEn. Wir sind selbstverstédndlich bereit,
die effektiven Auglagen zZu ersetzen,.gedoch sind wir nicht
in der lage, IThnen ein Honorar zu bew1111gen. Abgesehen
davon, daB wir selbst in dieser Sache im allgemeinen
Interesse gerade alﬂer jlidischen Grundstuckselgentumer,
die die polnische Staatsangehorlgkelt beanen, tdtig sind,
sind wir der Ansicht, daf durch Zalhlung eines Honorars
der Zwéck der eldesstattllchen Versi'cherung, ein unanfecht-
bares BewelsmLttel zu sein, leiden wiirde. .

N

B
H

i

Hocﬁ%ohtungsvoll,

|
f Dr. H. TUCH

s JRSO Borlln Regional Office,
| ' . 1.

¥
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den 9.12.54.
o HT/rm

Herrn ;
: Dr. Roman Pretzel
8, Girkinstr.

. T el Aviv

L

f

sehr geehrter Herr Dr. Pretzel,

wir waereén Lhnen zu grossem Dank verbunden, wenn Sie uns in
folgender. Sache, die fuer eine grosse Reiehe Von juedischen Grundstuecks-
eigentuemenn polnischer Staatsangehoerigkeit von Dedeutung ist, helfen
koennten. I o - L
Jir Sie.aus der anliegenden Abschrift einer Bntscheidung des
‘ Kammergerichts entnehmen wollen, vertritt dieses Gericht den Standpunkt, -
: . dags Verkaeufe auslaendischer Juden, insbesondere Juden polnischer Staats-
"nngehoerigkeit, vor dem 206,4.1938, dem Tage, an dem die Anmeldungsverordnung:
erging, sich nicht auf die!Vermutung berufen koennen, dass sie ihr Crund-
A stueck wegen des auf die Juden ausgeuebten Druckes verkauft haben. Die
i Frage wird demnachst vor dem obkersten Gericht,; das jetzt in Berlin als
: letzte Instanz fuer lueckerstatiungssaclien eingesetzt ist, entschieden
' werden, 5 B :
: Dag Hauptargumént des Kammergericht ist auf eine, zunsechst
von Harmening in seinem Kommentar ueber das Rueckerstattungsgesetsz ge-
brachte, Ausfuehruny gestuetzt. Harmening erklaerte:
"Fuer zuslaendische Juden wird man gleidhfalls eine
Kollektivverfolgung verneinen muessen, da sie als Ange-
hoerige anderer Natiomen diplomatischen 3chutz genossen.”

» ~ MNach unserer hnsicht koennte mun.dieses Argument erschuettern,
wenn man nachweist, dass der diplomatische Schutz afislaendischer Juden in
Leutschland wirkungslos war, 4ei es, dass der Heimatstaat es ueberhaupt
ablehnte, einzuschreiten, sei es, dass die Nazis Vorstellungen unbeant-
wortet liessen, verspaetet heantworteten oder ihnen unzulaengliche Rechnung

" trugen, \ ) ‘
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Yir bitten Gie, uns mitzubeilen, ob Ihnen Anwaelte aus Polen
bekunnt gind, die in der massgebenden Zeit (30.1.193%3 bis zum Kriegsbe-
ginn gegen Polen) juedische Grundstueckseigentuemer polnischer Nationali-
taet, die ihren 3itz in Polen hatten, ueber Verkaeufe ihres Grundbesitzes

! ; in Deutschiland beraten haben. “Wir wuerden gern wissen, ob diese Anwaelte
ihren Klienten zugeredet haben, den Grundbesitz rasch zu veraeussern und
ob sie jemals den Schutz des polnischen Aussenministeriums oder der pol-
nischen Botschaft in Berlin oder der Konsulate angerufen haben und wenn ja,
mit welchem brgebnis. : ' ,

Zur Klarstellung bemerken wir noch,-dass es sich fuer uns
nicht um einen LEinzelfall handelt, in dem die! in Abschrift beigefuegte
intscheidung ergangen ist,, sondern un eine grundsaetzliche Frage, welche
hunderte von Faellen betrifft, o

#ir danken -Ihnen, fuer Thre Bemuehungen,

~

b ' ‘ , . Mit vorzueglicher Hochachtung

H. TUCH |
i JRSC Berlin, ltegional Office ) ..

wnlage

5 o 122316
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Abschrift rm
den 12e 1 . 540
: T /2
! \\\
) Herrn ’
Ir. Roman Pretzel
8, Sirkinstr. '
Tel Lviwvw .
' ' : Vo
Betr.: Juedische uTUﬂdotUbCk el wentuemer polnlccher Staats 3ANE ehoerlg-
keit : - iy
.. . . - ! : -
¥ : Thy Brief vomid4.1.54.
Tu '_
Sehr geehrter llerr Dr. Pretzel,

wir danken 1hnen fuer das oben genannte Schreiben.

Bs ist Tlchtlb, dass es sich um eine allgemeine Frage han-~
’ delt, die ven grundsaetzlicher Bedeutung ist, die aber, wie wir be-
' tonen moechten, kelnnn Aufschub duldet.

lenn wir uns’der Aufgabe unterz 1ehen, diese generelle Frage

zu klaeren, so tun wir es selbstverstinedlich, um in den von uns
durchzufuehrenden Rueckerstattungsfaellen einen obsiegenden Be-
‘schluss zu erwirken.. Aber unser Interesse ist gleichlaufend mit denen
nach hunderten oder tausenden zaehlenden Individualberechtigten,

; Wir wissen nicht, welche dieser Sgchen die erste

sein wird, die vor

dem obersten Rueckerstattungsgericht zur Bntscheidung b

ommt. Von der

Art der Prozessfuehrung des

ersten vor dem obersten Rueckerstattungs-

gerichtshof zu verhandelnden einschlaegigen Falle wird also die Lnt-
scheidung dieser so bedeutsamen Irage abhaengen. Bs ist deshalb unser
Bemughen, diese erste Sache, von wem immer sie als Antragsteller

f . anhaenglg gemacht worden kt, mit allen Mitteln zu unterstuetzen., .

' : Daraus wollen Gie zweierlei ersehen: '

1) #ir kKoennen schon aus dem Grunde, dass wir nicht wissen,
wann die erste Bache: ansteht, die urledlaunw unserer Irage nicht bils
zum Mai oder Juni vertagen. o
2) Fuer die ¥laerung der nntscheidendbn Streitfrage beduerfen
wir nicht dey Besprechung unseraer Binzelflaelle. st deshalb nicht
erforderlich, wie “ie anzunehmen scheinen, das Matenal unserer
s erscheint aber.auch vermeidbar, dass wir

Fies

Listen durchzugehen., i

3¢ o
i c“zz {
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die mrledigung unserer Anfrage bis zuw Threr Mai- oder Junireise nach Zuropa
vertagen, Da'Sje, wie Hic uns mitteilen, hunderten von Juden polnisdher
Staatsangehoerigkeit in deanahrehA1937/59’Ra£Aund Hilfe in der uns inter-
essierenden Irage gewaehrt haben, sind 5ie auf. Grund des in Threr Praxis
erlangten Vissens und der in Ihrem Besitz” noch befindlichen Notizen in der

:  lage, uns folgende Frage zuibeantworten: ' '

1) Haben Siz Thren Klienten geraten, . den Grundbe itz rasch zu ver-
: asussern und zwar mit Ruecksicht’ auf die diskriminierende Behandlung
der juedischen Srundstueckseigentuemer in Dnutmchland7

2) Maben 5ie jemals den Schutz des polnischen Auqsenmlnlsterlums
. oder der polnischen Botschaft in Berlin oder der polnischen Konsulate
; in Deutschland angerufen, damit Thren Kllenten diplomatischer Schutz von
jenen Stellen gewsehrt werde?

3) © Welche %rgebnisse haben diese Ersuchen an die polnischen Ver-
tretungen gehabt? '

4) Sollten Sie oder Thre Klienten diesen, Schutz nicht angerufen

L " haben, aus welchen Gruenden ist dies unterblieben? -

b Die Antwort suf dleqe Pragen, wuerde,, um vor dem obersten RuecP—

rstattungsgerichtshof als Material verwandt zu werden, vor einem dortigen

¥otar oder Sericht abgegeben und an eidesstatt versichert werden muessen.

Wir sind selbstverstaendlich bereit, Thre Au%lagen hierfuer zu ersetzen. o
“ir hoffen, dass Yie uns nach Aufklaerung dieses Missverstaendnisse

die Erklaerung abgeben koennen, ' : o _ o

Wit den besten Empfehlungen und
dem -usdruck vorzueglicher Hochachtung

- * 4
. ” . ,

'H. TUCH : .
JRS0 Berlin Reglonal Offlce : ‘

‘ ':‘ . 3.22 8
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: | ‘ o December 9, 1953

Mr. Saul Kagan
Conference on Claims

270 Madison Avenue | » [ L M ’
New York 16, N.Y. | S P s

o = o Aol
Dear Sdul B ’ - t" . ‘

/

1 am referring to Ur. Weis' reguest for material regarding
the status of Jews, non:rresidents of Germany, under the U.S., zonal
restitution law,. If 1 don't err, the problem was whether foreign Jews
could be com:.dered as designed by the Nazis to be ellmlnated from the

» economic and cultuxal llfe of Germany. ;

1 found by 4001dent a decision of an Austrian court which
may be useful in this connection. s
s ,‘l'
. This is a d901510n by the Austrlan Supreme i stmtution Commi g~
sion RKV 26/43 duted 3.13.1948 (Rkb Wien 235/47) in which this commis—
sion yuotes approv1nrly‘the reasoning of the lower commission which '
read as follows: ° . i
: "Insowsit die; Beschwerde das bisherige Vorbringen dahingehend
wiederholt, dass die. Eigentuemerln zur Zeit des Vertragsabschlusses laengst
nicht wehr im Begiete des Leutschen Reiches, sondern in Palaestina gewohnt
habe und daher kelnnrlei politischer Varfolaung durch den Nationalsozialism
ausgesetzt war, ist siel unstichhaeltig, weil sie sich mit der sowohl aus
dem Gesetze und dem Ausschussberichte eindeutig hervorgehenden als nun auch
seit dem Inkrafttreten des 3. Rueckqtellungsgesetzes von der Judikatur in
beiden lnstanzen usbereinstimmend angenomminen Rechtsansicht in wWiderspruch
setzt, dass unter allen Umstaenden eine Vermoegensentziehung dann vorliege,
-wenn der geschaedigte Eigentuemer dem Kreise derjenigen Personen angehoerte,
welche zur Zeit der HDrPBChdft des Nationalsozialismus schon von vornherein
" wegen der augehoerig&eit zZu einer bestlmmten Personengruppe reichsgesetzlict
deklassiert und entrechtet waren, wozu dieé Juden, Mischlinge und juedisch
Versippten zaehlten. Alle Dariagungen undnErzaehiungen der Antragsgegner
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ueber Umstaende, welch dartun sollen, dass dip Antrasstnllerin perscenlich
infolge frueherer Ausreise aus Uesterreich keinem wie immer geartsten
polltlschen Lrucke oder irgendwelcher gegen gie unmittelbar gerichteter
Verfolgungen unterworflen' gewesen sel, gehen daher ins Leere und sind nicht
geeignet, die sachlich und rechtlich einwandfreien Feststellungen und
Schlussfolgerungen des angefochtenen urkanntnisses zu erschuettern"

(Rkb fien 235/47) . :

‘Regards,

s

Nehemiah Hobinson

vNR:ls




