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Rourads co 5664, Y. 3485, ouregd, %X 810?2.'3ubjaat Jawiah oultnral proparty.

Gbiaoticns made ursds to Jewlsh progosnlotdiacusneﬂ by Btate nept with
Jawiah groups‘ :

Not mlnlmising fo~oe youv polnta baltvad hq 1 ¥, 49. 1o
cnnqlemr af?aet ‘on’ pvoparty rights Prom equ:table stanﬁpoint of ﬁhiftﬂ of
Jewish- popalation in Baropa.’ For-'instande Jews How A1’ aarmany ‘and’ Aueuria
and_ only to small extent samo psrsm ns. ;ar&snly; rasidant. tharsQor¢$hsir helirs.
The“efore naglogfl'snd nar*nw?}q??} fiewp?intlnot a§eqpaha ta ﬂeq; with
problem. o B ' ,

Agrsa to-hendling s0: far as: faasible withln f*amawark {htornal German and
Sustrian restitution 1ews pravlded 8 larga anough nyppoaoh to, pnoblem of
gncoaascrahip. {elleved tnnt 1rustoa 5h0uld ho name& BRQ0esLOr 1n mony oases,

~Towlah mroupd prapose and State” ‘Tept bonturs that withoaut prejuduce to
sther issues solutian shnuld bgwsqught At prasent to follqwing pxoblama only!

{1) aﬁsqug& 6r’ ﬁ*ustaa s éf;aently o”ganlzeﬁ to voprasant all Jewish
intorests., State s patisfied with 0r&ﬁni atian a8 desorihed EX B8l072 oelling
att@ntimn to feet thet %Hnvrld Jewinh Congress is international organizaticn
1nc1uﬂ1nq Jews of sastern cauntrlaa and an&rsl Camai%tﬁa ¢f Liberated Jews
in Germany. Belleved Lhat wtth poaaihi!ity éé ltional aambera alwaya open
Pruata@ mey ‘he''eocépted s aﬂpropriata ovgahizétion ror 1mmméiate purpnaea.

~(2);Taenover untdentif Lablé propenty: now! ‘At 0L eondback ‘to ‘Pridtes. From
1nfe hera ,believed that many books, ocntsinxna 0p REKe O, hoakplata oan be
rnaétly determined to be uniaenstriahlo a8 to awnarsh!p.,quadripa"tlte
recoguition "of ‘Teddtes {s avantunlﬁy aauirable'hut giapositton unlaentxriab}e
proparty .néed tant wait. ogn be done by’ nimpl@-ovdew ief omsys, P bt
' (5) Admisufon %o Qarnany and_ﬁagtriq,og S-man_=isaion, rapvenanting
Trustae to take ovar nnldantiried propujty ana Lo aﬁvlse and eonsult with
OIS © and’ USPE antt with Datsian anﬁﬂghh¥fiad authorlties ‘on 1mplomentat1nn

of .restitution prograns a8 ragards-oultural’ prowarty. Pl o AR
o (4) lﬁqadiate ﬂhipﬂant YIVO aollaatlnn. Thia-m&n_gravluusly authorized

enltural pvoph?ty. Boliev«d that ad ﬁoo duniaion'ié‘justified on basia
;tvansfer of" torritory {V1ilna): ané” &narioanlzatlon of Yiﬁd&sh Institnte. now
'1ooated Hew fork. uhipnant through, Lihrarylor -Gongreas iission as. proposed

‘USPOLAD's 1004 of 12 April {s muthorized, dugeast Pnllsh and & avigt reatitution
kmisai@ns Yo mAvided’ Infirmally of 1atended’ aotion. ek o
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{ﬁ”Mr.”Oberataatsanwakf,‘
$;k Elsholzstrasaa, o ’
e g ;1&,‘4 f::,‘si..t,:;

PENSE O sf‘ﬁ{ﬂ

o Ay \

py‘? f k- e«fletter‘ '7;;}.‘”-;':‘3

srom R Accoédingvtawxhaéattachea' th
of the - Jewlsh - communit‘ﬂ9§ﬂggrl (Jifaisch "Gemsinda Berlin),

: ’ é
formarly ‘the"Reichavereiniging: der' Juden in’ Deutschland"”, dated...
27:June’ 1945, which 1s valld, as certified by, thesVorst an FU

mitglied der, GeméindesDasx EHRLICH.’ii‘Eﬁéﬁyer theiredonstiiction

' of 'the’ gommunityy: I hgvetbesh!charged with, the restitution of
. the’ Ja ish lébraries having béan seizad‘by the . formenupartyﬂw»
' ‘ hisg

aaaaa

Béaé ;authorisatian&I beg

: 3 By the former Reichsggchs gﬁitshauptamtwwﬁme' II,
a sp ecial Jewish, ibraxymincludingiﬁearly 211" thes saized ublic
Jewiah 1ibrarigs and: &’ greap qnmbaﬁ“éftp%ivaﬁe lﬂ ra % “ aswpegn;
established 1n*1t3 office bu ilding ety LkeyEl mg' -
graat, park,of..thesetbooks, " 6 peciall «hha 1iﬁrérie gf _‘
‘been,screened-and fixedy and inmad_ .tion Calvastimate ;}
yet“Workedxoff%ham ) :¢n¢Auguat1l94§*‘€6@
depot of the Reichsai i.b

strubtibn‘of‘a~n’ 1ib
theae mattars of“fact“

and’ fcgnthealicense,of 0]
There: are,:especially) the
indexes, etca,uthamformgr
been 1dqntifiedﬂby tam?

Lok t?.r f‘-“g(
iqgfthevxecor&s

S,
co}lecQM‘ %”(
te Qh ving been ‘Drominont} isincd .o emanc fsii Y
pation von'ahy‘fiéld“ofigub}igq&ife.*Atrpres%ﬁt, 1t i‘élud 54MOTe1: i+ TBe
than 14,000;names whieh*" have.been. gollecteidby: aﬁnumber -of Jewish
Speciallstsﬂby a threelyears job. For the -first, 'its- supervision

by a honorary specialist is taken into consideration, until we re
'succossful, as we hopa,.in. fifding thb”attention of Fnglish = .
Americanicircles‘for having it completed and published by &, circle

of new collaborators, ks

2) A pretty blg quantity of pro-Jewish and Judaism literature
having already been selected from the other .books by the -members
‘of the Kulturamt Schéneberg. #e ask herewith to leave these
items partially emanating from other Jewigh Communities to the
Jewish Community of Berlin, preliminarily as a trustee, an other
cehtral office, at the present, not being existing after the former
wRaichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland.had been dissolved. 1;)3 15:3

3) A quantity of anti-Jewish and national- literature having. been
selected in the same way and which the Jewish:Community should
like to have, too, for apologetic and other reasons. We abk: to
get one (1) pliece of each volume .of this literature, too; and-

H




YL ]

we should feel obliged not to establish this matorial publicly
and to give license for its use only in those cases whera a serﬂovs

- and scientific aim can be proved. o
'4) one (1) copy of edch book of the collection of modern Jewish

authors, scientists and politicians, formerly having been stored
in the cellars of the left wing of the building and now, for a

great part, slready removed to the g:ound-floor}in the right wing.

5) A residue of the former Hebrew and Jewish dialgct newspaper-
archive of Vilna, at present also being stored in s niche of the
hall in the ground-floor of the rlght wing.

6) ALl those books of non-Jewish contents, the former Jewlsh pro-
perty of which cen be 1dent1fied by | stampa, property remarks, -
dedications, etc.

7) Several cases containing Jewish manuscripts, first prints,
pictures; rituals, etc., at present being stored in the so-called
Irrgarten, |

8) The whole of cardmindex@a, library-catalogues and respective
cases and chests belonging to former Jewish libraries.

9) All book~shelves and chests of former Jewieh roperty, eapec~
ially several adjustable book-shelves and two (2) & ests with
wire~grates being stored to the right of the ground-floor hall
and the property of the former "Lehranstalt der Wissenschaft fir

- das Judentum zu Berlin".

10) A small cardex-cage with private scientific remarks of a former
member of the Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland, Mr,

_ Dr. BRESLAUER, .29 Wielandgtrasse, having been marked a8 his property

by his name in writing.

Furthermore, we hereby note that there is a great number of fur-
niture (writ ~tables, chairs, etce) at 12 Iisenacherstrasss
too being the former property of the Reichsvereinigung der Ju&sn
ﬁeutschland end which the Reichawareinigung was forced to cede
to the Reichssicherheitshauptemt (RSHA) as a loan. A great part of
this furniture was by attached slips marked as the property of the
Reichsvercinigung. Besides, eight (8)! type-writers, three (3) of
them being special Hebrew machines, the reprocursmeat of which
should be of spascial importance to the Jewish Oommunitye
In the so-called Irr§ en there are,. furthermore, several private
libraries of former Jewish property, f.ex. the library of the
former Frofessor at the University of! Giessen, Dr. Erich STERN,
of the French author André Maurois, .0, which before the siege *
were stored as a whole. The undereigned hereby declares himself
willing to show these items; so far as the old arrangement hereby

will not be disturbed , for their restitution to the [r Oper owners.
; /7

- Berlin-Charlottenburg, 17 July 1945,

/s/. Dr. Ernest GRUMACH.
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COPY
December 1, 19406,

Dr. Jacob Zuckermann

UNESCO

Uneseo House 19 Avenue Kléber
?ms 18 G

Dear Dr. Zuckermann,

Ceptain Benkowitz hes been good enough to tell us of your great interest in
the fate of the books and other documents araambled at the Offenbach Archival Depot.

Ve are sure that you will underatand that the Jewish people and its learned
institutions, and more particularly the Ho‘brew University, are greatly concerned to
have these bonks and manusoripts placed at the dispoaal of Jewish institutions and
Jewigh scholarship. It is little emough restitution o the Jewish people for its
horrible and tragio losses during the war ta have the ilebraioa and Jydaica now in
Germany and Austria returned to the Jewlsh paople for the purpose of building op its
s‘natterea spiri’cual and intellectual life, | ,

Yhatever be the fate of the thousands of books of general interest, we avre -
certain that the world of education will be} aympoathetic to the desire of the Jewish
people .to have these Hebraica and Judaioa rostored to the people whose acholars ami
writers produced them. |

Ve do not know if you are aware that the State Department of the United
States has agreed in principle to the f‘ormaltion of a Jewish Trusteeship Corporation
into whoase keeping these bnoks and doomntware to be placed for final disposition
as the Corporation sees fit, Ve undorstand that the detalled arrangements of this,
plan are now baing worked eut. We are aem&ing ycm 8 cupy of.' this for, yaur infomationa
g I’c would be vemr tmfartunate indéed if the polio,; to whioh the principal
Jewleh orgaenizations of world-wide fmfluenea have coriitted themselves were to en-
- counter difficulties from other organiuatin;ns. The polioy which we hope to pursue
would result in the speediest practicable tranafer of most of these books amd document:
' to Palestine and other places. Ye are nnxi’ous to enlist the help and sympathy of those
who ere in a position to explain this poliey and our alms to whomsver it may prove use-

ful or necessary,

We are sure that you mould want to be of help in vhatever way you can in
furthering this plan, especially by explain ing oui point of view in case this question
should come up in UNESCH, '

I an,

Sincerely yours, ?
: (Sgds) J.L. Hagnes
CC/Reotor
, President
. Prof, Agsaf | siden
Prof, Baneth
Prof, Bergmann
Prof, Buber
Prof, Cassuto
- Mrs  Dinadurg :
Prof, Gutman :
-
Prof. Soholem ‘ 123455
Br. Senator :
Prof, Weil
“
AN
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‘; MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HEMMENDINGER .
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{ 1. On Sunday, Deoember 1 1946, T attonded a oonfarence
at the We]dorr-Astoria Hotel: in New York, City between msgsrs. ,Baron,

Nichael} ‘Blattberg; Marx: and.Frimann, on the:gne. hand,; and Geperal, .

n

Nl

Glay,-op thewother,arelativa_to;&heﬁplanégubmixggg o ;pg Btate,Depart=.

ment bj:thé?ﬂbhhiésibn on’Buropean’ Jewish Cultural Reconstruction: and

the beid Jewish Congress’ for?the>réstitutibn of " Jewish religtous: snd:i /-

oultural objects in the American Zone of Occupation and the obj ctions .

therato;of the Gommanding Generalidin Germany. P M”A“naﬁ

s |

E 2, The fc‘lowinp matters were Giscusaea with ‘tha' ful]owing

1

R AR .‘1,3 b i 1,;‘ ”,

results.

5 N ) %
L) LR S YO e 3
HERTI VIR R S AL S Ex

PR R et S (1) 'Thie “Oharacter Of the Trastee il it iann

repvesentative of the 1nterests both of the!Jews who remain 1n

Germany and or Jewa throughout the rest of the wrold. The proponants

B ‘...&4? b R PO oty o
e Bl A .ﬂ FEDLe ."’r’“"‘%' IR e T T o 9&.‘4

of the plan took the poaition that a trustee oonstituted a8 they hed

T “’3 L" "f ',“’,"*" 1 TR R i ’\"Y‘ ‘?z:‘n

proposed %ould meet this vequirement Genaral Glay aaid that this
ovstan iy w M ey ek B Ty onoaled sl o

was a question for the u*ate Department and that he would recogniza

£

and deal with any trustee approved by the Department The proponents

of the plﬁn expressed thelir vxllingnass to‘reconatitute the trustee

1n any way,that the ﬁepartmsnt might think neoossary, and their in-

[ iy _r'

tention, in .any .case, to tncluae in tha memberahip of tha trugteg-

corporation the organization most truly repreaentative of the German
\ ks

~~~~~ R R Y 1S «,,Q,- 3

Jews who: remaiu in, Garmany and thq‘Counoil for Lhe Proteotion or the
Rights andﬁln?emsta of the.Jews from Germanys;
l ;
|
1

\ : i e ———

¥ NP e s M
L ady nppmygng -

e ” i

3.’ General Clay Tefterated his ‘opinion: that: the:trustee ifmisv i
. oontemplate& by 'the :plan:.should. ‘bezinternational;.in. .character and
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f“d (2) The Jewiah Cultu:al Froperty at Offenbach

\ 4‘ General Clay ssald that upon the request of a trustee

: x X ol
ks e Aty

apprOVed -by. ;the 'State" Departmenb he would~rothﬁ.th tuirn ovar to
the\trustae such of’ the" chaots at dffen baoh as had been olansified
as &ni&en}}flab}e;uppn,thqundprstandingwxhat~the ‘trustes would'

?po}é ;popa;gbjgpts:dgringaxhaﬁpaniodifixwdwfbrfthé £11ing ‘and ‘ad judi-

. . B N S TR RS ARV e & L
qat%oanfmc;aims thereto.: = 5 -7 -7 3 PomERLo T :

7l 5, Geaneral Clay héi&"%hﬁ%‘déﬁﬁ%tﬁ; request of such a

SV

trustee he would-also: turn.over t6 the'trustee Pérthwith) upon

ez Ay

the aame understanding; ‘such'of - thé’ 1dent1fiahie objaetsAat

e

Offanbaon a8 :were formeely’ ‘owned by extinot’ Garman.Jawiah communi—
ties and by Gérman ‘Jowish’ phiiénthropio and cultural institutions
whicﬂ have .ceased  to function 'in Germany. 'In this connaction Geﬁeral
Glay. said that he regarded: sueh objeota aa ownorlass. R

-]

, . P TR
geepa® RO 9‘ :;e"“,t,‘-} ol AL

6. Genaral Clay aéld that ha would hold the ”emainder

o A A
JEA L34 ""s}“ Al )

of' the identifiable objects until the expiration of the time fixed

;,-v- ‘t

for tﬂe filing and adJuﬁication of elaims theroto, end than turn

over ﬂo the trustea such of them as turn out to be“unolaimed or

ownerless.
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7. General 'Clay said ‘that' even prior to tha apprQVal

of tne\truatee by the State Departmant he would admit a émall

- o et d b g : ke
.,;, wy e “'.:“:_" y ’}‘1- A 0%

miéaion 4Ynto: Garmany,'composed of peraﬁna chosan by the proponenta

@ X,’s-' . :

of ‘the’ plan, whose' funotiona 1t ohOUld be to examine the Jewiah

o LA Tan

cu]tural property at Orfenbaéh to consult with OMGUS and to
S \__\ , A N o coreriveR sl e
\
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conduct suoh negotiatinns with the Qarman authoritiea anﬂlsurviving

[SEON I

German Jawish aommunitiea a8, they deem dealrable. i

3 P S TS SN PU TR O
' i ?‘M\'-r‘:‘t: k \, AR R . "; :-ﬂfﬁ, H 5 ¥
](4) Gonrisoated Jewish Oultural Progertx which is not now
e Gap ST B cor o R b 5 XU sy waedah
! 1n the Pcssession of OMGUS
l Phovh e s b0 Y ok ,wa e oy hig ik 5 PR TR S
[ 8. A diatinction was drawn between oonfisoated oultural

propgvty which is in Lha possesaion of a Germanﬂpovernment or govern-

A' 'Jts,:

ment?l agency and that which 13 in the
U RgMRE TR VAL

@ermans or prIVata Gernan corporations or assooiationa.

,. RS s TR ‘.‘: ST : AT r;% P ‘, By , -;«“ S g A,-_?.:-‘:: [

L. i 9e-Goneral Clay. ﬁaid Shat he was w;lling to reqpire that

i 3

tha formr be surrendered to OWGUS .end, acgording as .1t turns out
i N B b WL . 1 . ’v R . FAE 3L P eab e Y 0 L TNTAE LR ERE S ARSI S it wilsef ' \

to be unldentifiable or idontifiable, to dispose of 1% as provided .
s R A L D A S A LS B A 1 N A E DS M A RO R S SR I T et

st ik Qe nGenerak GlayWsaxd.that theiyrustéayshouldwbewpermittad.

t0. téKa -possession of oonrisoated oulCuralnpererty An. the. posaession

of - 1naiv1dual Germanaoriof private oorparatians ‘or:asgsociations .. e

onlyv1f~bhe»brustee establishes its cldimthereto-as:successor in

interest to the former owners of such property,
O

T N . P
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A VRS (N
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l “11, General ‘Clay. took the’ poaition” ‘that elaimé ‘$6 Jewish"
cultﬁrél‘ﬁroperty should’ not Béw&dJuéiﬁéﬁédﬂbyxﬁﬁé”cfuéteaﬁttsalféﬁr

and” the ‘proponents of the:plan‘ agresd) tut they also’urged.thatea. - : ¢

i
specﬂal;~non-ﬂermanvtribunal,should*be4createdyforwthatvpurgose%+:n;
+ ‘ ‘ ‘ :

This“led~to-an‘1nconolusiVe'discu691on -0f nthe: qdeation whether.the. .-

pvoposad retitution law should .8pply, to. culpuxal .88 vwell . a8, Yo,
otheq property. The proponents of the plan took the position that

it sqould not, but that 1f it were determined otherwise paragraph
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6 of the draft of tho law,.dated Ootober 18, 1946, should be moaifiad ;J;ﬂw
before enaotmant, in; order..to- oonrorm ‘o General 01ay s 8eoiéiong, f9a;i
;ias to recognize the trusteo approved by the State Departmant a8 ¥he‘ &" »
:quoceasor in 1ntarest to cultural Jproperty: formerly owned by axtinot R
German iewish communities and by non-funotioning Gernan Jewish *

A,

instltutions ‘and to all other ownerless cuitnral property.
b i N

eyt
AR 3y

{6)" Cultural Property Fbrmerly aned by

R Ten £ A »
e, Aeerd U Ee T
ey ; e b, L (SIS '

“Garman Jewish Communities and Institutiona
|
.

12, .General Cley took the position that all cultural»gropagty
foﬂmerly owned by .such ‘a oomminity Would havgﬁto‘be raﬁtored to 1t
o \

1f it 1s still in existencs anﬁ*ir 1t eatabliéﬁéa}its olaim thereto,

b

b s G CREEDS IS
and that all culfural property: formerly owned by such an 1ns}1tuﬁion
would hava to.be.restored to it,

AR

eyt 18’ atill runctioning 1n Germeny .
3% h un\?}ﬁ :i‘ i
'and establishea its.claim thereto, He ‘sald that eny differant die-

a..:» PR ol S‘T:% B wAH
position of sueh property was-:a: mattar ‘for’ negotiation between the

Trgg et P )
trustee and the surviving communitiea and’ the functioning institutionse
The proponents nr the plan acquiesoed in-this" position. e

Bk Yoms
Vg oowdt LRI #
PRI ol TR ;; g LT g

[ LV AR SRR
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O .,-.\ [ ' M
T REPSLPS

\ 3 (?) pgration in Kind

15. General Clay took the p091tion that the German govern-

the t?ustee;

ments and governmental a; zenciegshould not knxaﬁ be raquired to tranarer to
1

as reparation Jor. confisoated“cultural property whiéh |

has been 1ost or destroyed, any cultural. property “whioh” the}ﬂecqnired
. AR AR 3( i
legitimately‘

-

He aaid that this, too, .was:a matter 2432 nagotiation

betwaen the trustee and the German authoritias ~O0F for’ the maiars of
ar \ P

the peaoe traaty. The proponests of -the :plan' aoquiesced"in thia position.

A Y

P

: 123474
\ | |



s"thln‘s H’!nt !s shleﬁ ba Q%pﬁ&rggﬂ Qn 1’1:1"“ t‘ﬂl_\umon‘a—x;:?

'”mmw‘) Py

wnieh are

to ‘$wo ok jections o5 cur proposal. .. ..

-] -

% o ‘ - ,‘ :zszal

SUR FRGTGHAL

to 8 t*ustaa fﬁv thasy foraogn. Jeﬁiah nwnars ana for
I R

all pebraioa ana Juﬁaeia nnd akl atha» J@wish ralxgaous &nﬂ aaxsuval abjects in

;34

;ha @ntirn Jew&mh paopla

p s 5::{.. SRR

the Amerioan Aonos cf 3aaupatian. of whatsoevar naturo anﬂ in whoanaoaVMr
posaeasﬁon. {1)}-whioh ware. #B?@urly swnad by,;ndiviﬁual Garwnn or ﬁuatrinn

Jawa, ar hy Gavmun or sustrian Jewish oo&aunitias.‘ﬁr Ly &avﬂan v}&ushrlan o

37

pave S -

Jawiah whilanshropio ar cultural ‘institutiona; or., (?} ﬁhich the hayman ar 1es ov
other mvann!ms at ‘tha Garman Nelohior of the. &ami Forty rnaavaq (a) rrem:
uéért*iea to whieh ‘the Unites Stetan: ig noy. raquire& %o s&urq them by virtua
or exiatxng inta*natianal rrrangers nts. to, whi@hﬁpha Unita& Bta%es ia o garty

or (b) fTom ‘eountried to whiah: the“Unltcs Stetes. is, "nqpirqd to vaturn them

by vir%ue of sueh ervangemenss if clained by, auch cnuusrxaa but wriﬂh ara not

IS RETTS

‘alﬁimed hy ‘thel within & roaaanahlﬂ Hine;. o {}) whi hkoaﬁnbt be Ldsnaifieﬂ

a8 fallinw within ai&huv of .thone fLrsu 31 oategoviaaQ or (k) uhﬁch are no

B in the podsession of (ersun end. Anatztan stata, municlpai und othar

TR SRE A e

|\sf x’a £

'publiely awnaﬁ or maintntned’ lxbrariou. arekives, muaauma unﬂ eiallnr 1nstttut-

Tl T A e

1nns wheﬁavg “nd howavar they wora acqnlraﬂ by 3uch inshitutiona, oxaapt thosa

[l
f 11u1uﬁad tn the' Lnirﬂ catepory.. . . . .
1 ‘ SR gy Sge s ‘ ’

N T . M;&J&‘Ga.&i}cf TO (;UH

»,.xz L.
A Sk

‘ ?h%Tg~“i FI3 cagrans utﬁh She bvuad queativa nf turning Gvor unulalveﬂ or

dien e

funldantiriabla»Jauiuh raelizious an&“uu;%ur&l prOpa:ty te a trusteo rnr Isﬁ”y

L

A«generally. it flovs not: bniiova,bhnt 4% can ﬂalagaﬂa 13» raﬁpensibllitiau na

l
part nr cha qnaﬁripavﬁita povernmmnt of Germmnylﬁﬁ an naﬂncy wh;ch is not

oonnecteﬂ with Military Covernment or uny.nahnr gqvornvent.'fhia pdaltian leads

a, e & o v %
y kS TR LAY ‘;‘r i 7‘% Iy e db o e fyow

| E RETI Lo » ’
{1) 3iuoe ‘$he praposed tru&tea waul& noc he 153 aovernman&al agency GHNOUS
MU Fard fae L

+

L P N LR U N I R >

i »vm -unﬂmann"a""\ﬁ A Tamtaw ‘ﬂ"n”uﬁ“ﬂ "noam 4w

4 {

I it—aS 11‘?5

+


http:Q~'"ft.ft
http:trust.OQ
http:lt}~t~e.t~l~:,::~~,~~t<t.~.ut
http:i~tftlnftCl�llbra~lee.;,~,.~~~t"''':I!~~~y.Ct
http:f,t.r.st

L -2

”neu in veaausakcn [+3 4 1nﬁiviéuals 193 -1 instltattona“ (by whioh wa nnﬂarntand
£)-only 4L it

Ot 75 to mnan objacsa w! soh. 8T8, uat nou;in poa&asaiea . OF . B
@ntabliahes 1%3 olaim thareto aﬂ &ugaasaanéla iatuﬁﬁt B0 thuir rovbar nwnors
' undJr xha wrapa&aﬁ }mw Whl"h will p”ovida ln gunerul for the rauti%utlan ar

tha ﬁroparSy of pavsnuutaas.ﬂiﬁﬁlﬂ A P R

[ ¥oos

\Conwans upen this o wjection ‘eaquires’ nhat oevtnin preXiminavry <distinotio

be méda. Canfiseg&a& ebgaega kavh hava ok hewutoguna ‘peon saized by CHOUS

ar, sr aai&eé are no Lonuav !n i&a yaasassion.,nﬁy rnrmcrly ‘huve 'bdan ‘owned

- «‘_;;{v'f,)?

' hy inhivtdual Jewa o hy aawiah camaunﬁkiaaﬂor Y Jewlsh Anatitutionsand,

A
howov:r rarmerly oaned, &aysnnw o in ku&w@osﬂaasiun ﬁf Andividual’ Gevrnons

2%
HAR

: k . i
0? klatrxsna nr vf \vivaaa harwan o austr&anvorgahizmtlnnn*or ‘tn 1he g

Kl

%
Tgasaassion of.. 9419313@ versen ov Austrian govarnaonts, netionel or ntutn ov

provinpial or cusicipal, or of netlona;: -ptate) provineisl;’ man!oipal. »r

TS A
i P

eroer, pualio iasyitutions;: suching: 2ibrarfes: ‘snd@’ nusea&a.

ae agreo.that the trustes slould hot’ W pﬂrﬁitto& to 6@&3 poanuaaion af

iy

Loy 1
B o

the;r rkmmer owners. therato azre: oataulisha& unﬁav hho propam@ﬂ gena“al
n;eat;;uslon.law.,ﬁowmvar, i mhnt’pnlinyﬂibﬂadopteﬁ, tﬁa:?&utxtuhtnn iaw hﬁét
}tsglgﬁgﬁsgr;miqnza:kauwuan~lawashhroztgiﬂua”kﬁa*hhlﬁuﬁﬁi”68}f§€£yéﬁé“Eiibr
sggﬁiéeapﬁﬂ,Jawiﬁh‘pvapubnyAﬁbiahahasaonlf'ééﬁndﬁrﬁ“thhéf*mh§ﬁqgg%%6§i§§
the trua&ea;to fixo and proauu&t@ﬁélaima?sa‘é@bk“b&3éb§ﬁﬁ Eﬁdlﬁggi féogﬁgiza
the. &vusgee (rather tpan.the dorman: snd  Adstrian’ e%aeaa) a4 the' auéoasuar to
objacts. uhinn ,8Te- Gvnerloss or-urolaimedish nf J9eED ?7}3§EN&§ e
. JHe &o ggg sgP®eo. that the« bruﬂtes should not vé parsistas o’ ‘Cane o

goséﬁsaiq%.uf cziuflacgtod ob s ots vhishigve”® uow iat t$a poﬁ*aésion af Gnrman

Q. Aussrian a@varnwamts. national.*ateﬁe, urﬁvincial or nunimiyal. or or

] -
i ‘R E 3
| . -t & 3

s


http:i~OP(),.tl

\ -3 2

| | '
testitntlen law. on _the ountrary. ﬁe vhink E?“? aaoh uhjacﬁs ahaula bc -
solzed, Jr they ave éiscqvered by ;hq gxt‘Uuzbag ;auea ?oroaa for aarmany
end Auscvfn, Juat a8 they. have already 3exnaé thoau ebjsets which haVa SR
nefetoﬁore bgen ca&laotad ab tha fo@nbﬂﬁh bFahiVal anct, ana far prsoiaely
tho 8eme. ;aasﬂas. Tha Boae oﬂu7§a¢“qtimn$ whioh 1ustily priar maixuraﬂ Jnﬁtify

’he aﬂaitiﬁﬁ&l aaiauveu wa!ah we argua nbnuld ha maﬂa.
i

~w‘2);§F116 chaB3 Ao ol the. oplnlon . shnt 1%, might, Hithout. ﬂinrogarding

itﬁﬂ?ﬂ&ﬁﬁﬂ?iﬂi}itgﬂagftfﬁﬂSfﬁﬂjOQJQQSEUHQV;}ngitﬁﬁpgp“ﬁ@ﬁi@n &Qmﬁh@ﬁgrnﬂispﬂPQY
without re%art 303kno~MpehiﬂaryaafiShﬂ“t»sitﬁﬁ%onqiawiait%iﬂﬁaLBO%af the aﬁ%
opinion th%t@1thaou1a?dnaanfonlywnnaexrxxnm&b yréoeduﬁaaawhxchwwouiﬁ@allowgn
adaqnatoAtfﬁa*rer;ena rllinm;orﬁqlalaaﬁbyr1nﬁ1v1dualzalaiaantagnnﬂﬁfor@&hanﬁ
hoering: of such:9leaims. - AT a R A ARt e gnagiiveny S F conmeon i Faln w7
e,m‘agéin;\eowman%»uﬁaalﬁhe4cb309t1é§»x@qu1£§am@‘sraéim;nsxz%égﬁtéygﬁiﬁn—

as: potated out ebove,. wn.l’é60;9?ﬂsﬂ-z@?.&g@*%W%‘#a ogned, by: indiyidyal Seruap.. . ..
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communitins and iné:ituiana #ith the trustes nnd for the sd juficaticn of such
elsims by thagt?nstao. if, however, it is yrﬁfarrﬁﬂ'thaﬁiaome vther egenoy .
than the Lvuntaa pess upon ﬁauh claims we have no objection provldad only

thet the, zrinuual La an. &Maviean tvibnnal, ereated. eisher Dy uﬁuﬁ» o Bome
other. agensy ;; tho Qal&gﬁ uta§§§,ﬁ9ﬂﬁupatMa Goroaen, tribunnl. AB V0. navs
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have glready sarfared g el st the hands of: the Cermans.: .
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obgacta wmiah can ha adaquasu)y i&ancxfia& aa having baen anneﬁfby thaividual
Jewa aha!ltba unaﬁnaisional@y raa&ared na thea or to t;ﬁirvlﬁgal~5uaannaar

upom aatisrao%nry pranr mf thair swnarship, we n&ve alsn proposaﬁ; fnr TRHESONG

aee fQ"thé as 1@n¢th in nur lsttew ef June 5, 19#6, to lensrpl Fill&rtng. thet

objeeca fovmquy ﬂvnad bg Jawish comunitien shall ba roatnreﬁ to tham only in
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pﬂopnrtionxﬁa thair p” mpaetlva rﬁ}lglaua and oultural needs nnd %hair capacity

to rabain.(%awe far, and use. auoh objaa:a far their appvap*&sta rﬁiigioua and
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cul*ural puLoases. and fhat obiueea ravwarly owned by Jowiﬂh inatiﬁuvlans shell
bs rasuwradxto Vham only In propartion-to thelr aapaainy to uas thhn ror the
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philenthrhpio and cuxnural _purposos: for whieh. ahay wore' intandod ¥

any &hat *h% trlbun91 wh*nh paysag
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reliﬂlous an% eultural 1ira ney. find, 13 exosddingly ﬁirficult tn Make. f@ﬁﬁaﬁa;
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therefara.;a\mwve sutiaracnary arrﬁugemant would s 4o’ pevn&t the trustae uo
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‘&a stanﬁﬁ at wve, ¥o nava r*wwokeﬂ ahan ot lgoty now awnaﬂ or possesused by
Jerman and Auaﬁrisn stane, mun;clpuk #nd nthor guhlinly awnaﬂ or maintalined

sultursl inatitutians. shonavar and howavur acquired hy~thnm, shall he
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ﬁe h@llava‘ﬁh&u zhiq wquld ha entlrely Just. . Ehile w0 'do ot beve’ acourataL

1o ooaplet@ 63&&, th@ 2”ﬂ2nwﬁlﬂn$ are thot o very large proportion of all the
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_abhinar demﬁnav. Heplan | E hmoRhimonn RGN 23 doo

1611othek d.| Jad. Geneinde, pariin i e e e B0

sioohon Geks 1ade, Brodlad’ 1 U PR IS UANTLES R s tygegopien of
eutsoh-Israelitisiche Gomainde, fikmburg 077 30, 000
arael, Thdolésischa Lehranstalt, Vienns 23,000
araal. Kultuégam&inﬁe, Vienna AN 5%,800
Tozal 297, Q95
In adﬁi:ﬂ i fot many <

‘ ox to %haso colisctiond hhe %azis confiaanteﬁ meny othars. anﬁ
'et,f§e*a“a 1%Farmeﬁ shnt the hobrainu aud Juealoa vow 1u tno Ofréﬁbaeh “epat>
nq%rega:e aniy 566 236 ttama, of which 191 858 are saié to he uuiﬂamtifﬁahla
‘n6'174 37$‘a”e‘saiﬁ ‘to ne“iédﬁhiriaﬁlﬁ.yﬂr the 191;958 dﬁfﬂﬁﬂﬁifféblihiﬁéﬁé;
7,650 ‘are hrogvur@s ‘and only ‘Y14,198° a8 books. 0r the’ 1?4 5?3 fdentifianle
tcma, 95,0548 aome from the Baltlie ﬂeahus. Polﬁnd en& Cxuchoalovakla nnd enly
9,308 ‘rad abﬁl? s1¥ss in Gavr ssny when aunfiscakaa Gnuaaqaenﬁgy. if thﬂne

ata ara aaaura&e there are nnly 193 432 boakn ut foonbaoh und rauy uf theaa

e} auhaol-hcana. text-buoka and ‘other icawu of litera valua wkien aare nce

art 6f the Ordnt Jewish oollecticns. It a%ému”fﬁghav o he ﬁniy elemantary

AR SESEA. |
18tf0e ‘that the Cermans bo rarcad “to nake ruparuhxon Ty kind from Ga“man

:blic ccllactinna for ?ha Jawish cula:ral traau&régmuﬁieh thay ccéfiﬂcabed ’
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But\if 88 Jjustioo demands, auv vropoaal #hould be ‘noo"poratad in the
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not poéaﬁaly violata‘;aa ﬁague Luuyentian or 1907 or BRY. other
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internatﬂonal law. uoreOVer, una p"uvqusna nt $he roatituzxqaulaauLnsahat
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QQVBrnﬁeata

i 4%

“ X

|
it should andeavor to paraunge nn@ Prit&sh, oviotnaqd Frunch

to aaept E“Qm fov the zﬁnaa wnioh they rrupanc&vely oooupy. xowavav, our plnn

Oontumpla%as ﬁhnt 1% mtll ha wus into erfavt hy unilateral aoti N
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asher ,hab saressent, such offor L8 sve likely to raﬂugt. wa would profar to
Anfine aotinn tn &he &ﬁariupn ﬂnne. Sut we. rwpsaﬁ that. wo. are sonvinced =
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aroPenn J@vlah Gu'%ursl snn*ﬂut"nctioﬂ,yfhe ama"iean Jawlah L»n’erance, Tha
ynazoaue Counell of amerion, ?ha'nme“!cau Yaﬁerntlun of Jawa rrﬂm Pontral
irope, The. @nrlﬂ Jawish Congresas ana tho HehPew Unlvaraity in Je»uJaIam ehall
ainvited to- aarva an initial nam%evﬁ of ube tﬂustee-uorpaﬂntion, anﬁ %hat '
rovision uhai; bé ands In tha cartkf!aate ol inoa"poratian hn& hy»laws of

3t} Srusxee~enrpavatian f'or the anlarﬁa%ent ‘of 1ts’ membarah!y frna t&wa to .

ime. 8088 to insure that specisl and pﬂnticulﬁv interents, such, for exsaple,

» those of the |Jews ¥ho remain in Central Hurope; will bé'represates "~ = =V
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Geraany.” It osneiusrs this ull the more kmportant in view of our lproposal

for tho modifiention ﬁf'uﬂﬁ axtarnal - restitution egreesents for, % soys, a

cwuntry sntitled to reatitution by virtue cf‘thuﬂe ggrearents sight preferv

to cevs for and pras@ﬁva Kha$01ﬁ7bota 1£nulf unlesy "the intevrnsiionel charo-
;

ter of <ho aguney {(1s) 90 clear B3 Yo te eccepteble to allied ertral Autﬁalty

- end genevally to world opin&nn." - ‘ . (
' " |

There pre thus two o jsetions %o our proposals, rirst, fthe fellurse to

R

the i{nsdsguate "international" chereoter of the tvuntee-anrporuttwq.

provide for raprezentotion of Jewrish interssts now ip Germeny and, second,

Bith respent tn the Cirst of ﬁhaa@lahjactiﬂns wo think Lhet it ﬁuffioea
t0 E@y that ouv propossi. Ltaslifl ocontemplates shat "Jowish (nterests néw in
Gerneny™ shall be roprossnted in the trustee-sorporation and thet we shall
88 sonn as.pO%ﬁible invite the oryanizations most truly rapreaentat?va of

. . t . . 1 i

those intorests and of Jewish interests in Austria to bem me memvers of the

trustee-corpodration. o |

Withvraﬁpacﬁ $£o ﬁhu‘aeaand of these abjections we think that wQ né@d only -
eall attention to the ruoi that Tha ¥orld Jewinh ﬁongraaé and The ﬁ&hrow
Unlvﬁraity will be members »f ihe trustee-corporstisn o tho very beginning.
The Ear*aw University is surely reprezentative of Jewish cultural inta“aata
not only in Palestins and the sntire ﬁagr feat but throuighout the world, and¢
The dnrld Jewish Can@raua is gcnulﬁaly én tntsrnational Jewish orgurization.

A8 Hr. Lowznthsl pointoed aut in his latier to Genersl Claey dated Gct?bgr 8,
1946, wffilianted =with the -orid ¥ﬁu33n Cmngreﬂa‘ﬁre Jawish nwganizntions'inc
fifty-one countries loraely rbpramentahiva 21 the Jewipies ol those Jmuhtriés.

shieh i3 to say, of 4hae outlra Jeawish people. ;
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January 15, 1948
Jewish books in Offenbach, Germany, and other localities
of Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia and other countries.

THE POLICY OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY

‘l. Hlstorlcal justice requires that the scholarly work of dsstroyed Jewish

1nst1tutlons of learning and Jewish communities be continued in Jewish institutions
throughout the world, but especially in the Holy Land, where the Jewish tradition
of learning now has its main living centre. Not only the Hebrew.University,

but sach of the large number of religious and cultural institutions in Palestine -
‘need these books and manuscripts of extintt Jewish institutions and communities

for their own development and for the development of the Jewish'tradition. .

I
l There is now in Palestine a wider circle of scholars and.students
concerned with Jewish and Hebrew materials than in any other Jewish centre,
Not only the Hebrew University and the large numbers of yeshivot, seminaries

jan@ gchools, but also -« a point of great importance - many communities, groups
.and individuals in the Holy Land require these books for purposes of their .
.daily life, The great tradition of Jewish learning is being developed not only
;inlthe institutions of Palestine, but it is becoming more and more a part of
}the life and thought of the whole Jewish community,

! .
B.i Jews all over the world, regardless of party affiliation, have welcomed
and have furthered the transfer to Palestine of large numbers of Jewish

settlers. They all agree that the great bulk of displaced Jews, now languishing
1n'refugee camps, should have the opportunity of making their home in the
hlstorlc Holy land, It is imperative as well that the refugeé books and manu-
scrlpts of despoiled Jewish institutions and communities, also find their home
inlthe Holy Land. The large majority of the Jews who have been.saved would thus -
be enabled in their new home to renew and to deepen their rellglous and cultural
life.

L. l It can therefore be readily understood why the Hebrew University urges

the| transfer to Palestine of those books and manuscrlpts which are regarded as
essential by the University. The Hebrew University is confident that the other
1nst1tutlone represented in Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Inc., will be ready to-
grant priority in this respect to the Hebrew University, which represents not
only itself bpt also all the 1nst1tut10ns ‘of learning and the communitigs of

Palestine. The Hebrew University may be trusted also to have. full understaueﬁug g

for the needs of Jewish institutions throughout tne world,

5e To this end, the Hebrew Unlverslty submitted on November the 3rd, 1947,
a statement of pollcy to the Board of Dlrectors of Jewish Culturdl Reconstructlon

Incl in words to this effect:

- (8) 1If there be sufficient time at its disposal, the mission abroad
proposed by Jewish Cultural Reconstructicn‘Inc.,weuldAsort out
these books in Germany and allocate them to.the various countries
and .institutions, in accordance with the basic pollcy of JeW1Sh
Cultural Reconstruction Ine,

i
!
| | - |
" (b) -If retaining these books in Germany for a longer period would
endanger the position, we propose the transfer to Palestine of
, these books en bloc, on the assumption that the bulk of these
1 books would remain in Palestine in any évent, The Hebrew ' -
University is ready to establish a special department within -
the National and University Library for dealing with all these
questions, This départment would engage in the sorting and
cataloguing of the material. The Hebrew:University would
honour the claims of all lawful owners and would dispose of these
‘books and manuscripts in accordance with the decisions of
- Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Inc. It would be helpful if
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Inc. were to send a representa-
tive to Palestine to collaborate in this work,

5/1,42
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(¢) The policy of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Inc. should be based

i

l

| | o
1 ' |

\

\ on the following three principles:

e A P

PRI

1. Books of a generé; Jéwish interest should go to the
National and University Library in Jerusalem, to - :
be held in trust for distribution to the University S n

\ ) and other institutions fef a religlous or cultural ‘ ,

7

character in palestine.

C . 2, * Material of special interest to the Jews in English

N Y speaking countries should be distributed there, taking

] . into account the special interests of particular groups, -
. such as the Sepharadim, the Jews from Germany, etc.

oy 3. In case of differences of opinion concerning important
A B books or manuscripts, a Board should be constituted R
\ representing the Hebrew University, the claimant and a
third person, to be chosen jointly by both sides and :
the decision of this Board is to be regarded as final.
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Oultural Pr0p9v+y Division
EGL/se Jewish Cultural ﬁeqons?ructicn Inc,,
Tele: B2RYL ¢/o Central Oollecting Boint,
‘ Landeamseun,

'f‘%‘iembaaen, Germany

Ay B )
- January 16, 1951

Dr, Hannah Arendt

Jewieh Uultural Recona%ruc*ron, Inc.,

Room 4ol,

1841 Broaaway

Now Tork £3. H.¥., U3A ‘

YVear Dr. Arendt, .
Re: Berlin:

« Pleasa fin& enolcsea ooples of ccrraagmnaence recmn+l =
exohanged with the Vorstamd der Jﬁ&ioohen vemeinde g Barlin. "

I have not heen favoursd with 8 oopy of lerr Gelineki's.
alleged letter of confirmafion of the 2oth (otober, 19Qaz:

I feel that the prcoedure now indicated by Herr Galin‘,ﬂ
as %o _+the release of materisl tc,us greasly deviates from. i
what Proféasor: Gaholem, after his Barlin visit in Sep%emb T
last, expocted, «

On +his cocasion, I refer to item 5 of your memo of . fhei
loth inst. I arrangeé with Schleissheim o have the 6 ceasas:
containing 955 books, collected from Wiesbaden ot the earlieat
possible moment’ mosf probebly, the casses will be collected
fonight, lir. Feder i being mobified by the ABJC Wsrehonnem';

. manager; aocordingly, the latter being well anare of Mr. Haber 8
1'eonsent. . ‘ :

oc: Professor Dr. #.G¢. Scholem, Jeruslaem, for 1nf v

IQ ci n ~ationf j
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“ Oultural Property Division '
'EGL/sé i Jewish Cultursl ﬁeconstruc+ion, Inc.,
Tel.: 62292 ¢/o Central Oollecting Point,
Landesmaseun

R WIESBADER, éermany
. Air'Méil B . 17th November, 1950

?

Dr, Hennsh Arendt, o
ewish Cultural deeans+ruc+10n, Ine., LR
. I"POOm 401 ; o i{ *
1841, Aroadws , . | : R
”ew York 23, NoYe, USA

g
i . b

‘Qear Dr. Arendt, - ‘ f
-j‘ | _Qﬁﬁ_g;lia Jewsgh 00&@2&&&1

In spite of three letters addrassed by me to Mr. Heinz
- Gglinski in his ocepacity of lember of the Boerd of. the -8bove
community (13, Joschimstaler Strasse, Berlin W 15, British-
\~mpcfor) regard1n§ the transfer by &ir of 4 cases with books
" to the aforemontioned address”on: ‘Ootober 11, 1950, :I em sorry
" to report to you and, at the same time to Profeasor Scholem,
. Jerusalem, that up fo the date of writing no acknowledgement

of %he receipt of the consignmenf has been received by me - fra

?Mr. Galinski.

E Hnwaver I have asoartainad from our forwgrding agent n
‘iesbaden; that ‘the 4 ocases were oolleo+ed by the addresee o1
' Dotober 18, 1950, R
fo .. W Copy of my letter %o Gallnaki dated Ootober: 11 1950 SRR
- 8lso referring in.? tail 4o ‘the” maéerial in the transfer ot
which to us {or J@ Nuremberg) we are interes+ea, waa dia~~=
Qpa%ohed to you and t o Professor ! cholems e o

S ¢ £4nd hr. Galinaki'a attitude most peculiar - t0 'e;a.z,;:-ﬂuaif
v leasd, In view of the fzot that (a) we are anxious to obt

7+ from Berlin the materizl promised ue -8nd- (b) We. are gcontems
plafing 40 send more materisl %o ﬂerlin 'l 'shell eppreciate T

celying 2 line from you stating how to prooeed further in thia.:
" - matter, which appears t0 be the more necessary and urgent &s- in the

very near future I shsll have to select from the unclaimed, private -
1y~nwne&

}

ki
’ . ) i
{ i
[
i
!
i

' | | ARC.3%Q° T3
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30th Ugtober, 1950 ATAE

,ri’

Our, Ref.xSH/LP

(Dr. Hannsh Arendt, Exec. Secretwry,

Jewish Cultuxsal Reconstru tion, Inc.,:“
1841 Broadway,

"NQW YOI‘); 23-

4 ‘

,» %-

Déar Dr. Arendt, S

y

You surely received our chb&e nutifying

‘you of oux deoision regarding the Eppelsheimer

books. ,4

The kind of material found: 1n the bunker
&8 descoribed by FProfessorx &oholem was Somewhat
disappointing to mes From 81}’ the information
I gathered .about these books a bettvx pioture
was to be expecteds ’

It is perfectly correct thut you en&abed ’

in this claim owing to my 1nuistence anc. we are

. naturally anxious that no 1nconvnnmnncs should .
‘ardese for JOR from’ this mattexrs - I -neverthe-
“less hope that" neith ;'yarty w111 have to ¢
regret this operatie‘éthe success of which 1a

"que to your skilful’ haﬁdling of ‘this so‘com-

”licated affalr.

15 oeo Marka available for the procesaing of
‘the! books, I shall now try to remind him of
that and maybe we can save the expénses of
this Operqtion which ahuula he paid ‘from JRSO
funds« '

Youra s;ncprely,f

. ne,;?.f

x%},}‘ﬁ ".'(‘? o

0/ Se hmnnamin

3~ ‘Wimum¢u
ARC, 4393 [ 39 ‘*%t@mw«#
ulﬁfi i
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: Messrs, B,B, Ferencs wd 8 K&g&n, JRSO; €
Profeagor Dr. G,G,,Sehelana Jegnaalem,‘v

xxmxxxcuuuml Property Dh’isien

Jwigh Onlmml monatmuon, Ing.,

i | ' o c/o Oentral Golleoting Foint,

Lan degmisoum, :
‘Wiegbaden,

January 8, 1951

; 4
, :

m-. Hannah Arend$,

. Roy

11841, Broadway,
EW& K Yn U84

D-ar br, Arendd,

Jewiah Oultural Reeonggrustion, Inea. o .;

em 401,

I was boping after these laat heanc wrk&n@.dwa to glt ‘down qnieﬂy avar

the wee&snd, in order to compilo a further report on the avove cperatien, in parte
mnlat én itc third phass- {tho ‘division ef the nem=jumikr nen-Tudaies material bew
 twean the Frankfurt Town ead Univerpi ty ‘Library and JCR) end on the: ‘epproxinmate
rogul%, ag far as JOR as & whole ig oeneamed, waver, I wag oonpellsd %0 ahw in
bsd over Saturday and Sunday owing to'm tost anneying phystcal breakdown m;v&fmsly

|

»resulting frém the extraordinary and en:h&uatmg strain which I heve undergone dun.

ang resent weeks, In the worst snd: tmﬁ‘imhmsr&ng per&sd of the year, Laeking. -
nany faeilitiees, and withous losing a'day . ‘or:&n hour, ptarting early: in the moming,

I

oonstmﬂy rushed betwesn Wiesbaden and Frankfurt; doing away with proper lunohw

time. 40 asg to abls both to brzng tha’Fremkfm? operation t6 an early’ oempletton £4bm

@hna eomplying with your. “leoﬁ finauh rsqu@m & September ae, 1960)" and, at tho
sam ‘tine; %o liguidate all JOR detivities in and from Wiegbaden, I anly hape that
‘no| resturrense in rogard to ‘my own hsalsh uﬁl eccur, , ‘

v

The almost entire administrative part ef tlm ?rankfnrt b;mker work has bsen

‘an[d Hie veing directed by me from Wiegbaden, the ‘ezcoedingly bad bunker conﬂxtions;,
quﬂta sontrary even %0 what Prefesaor. Scholen envisagsd in hig outline of Saptember
14, 1950, rot offering & chance of doing any oi’fiee work on_the spot, |

Aatnally, there was no time lef$ to attena to &ny adminiatranv:a work in

’the Im:aken° The time I gpent thére simcoe the. boginning of Oetobver laast wes oxzelusgivel

] 1y, devoted to " digging’, soientifically sorting comdinmed with eatabdlighing categdrw
ries according %o & numbar of viewpoints am d with constantly ssscciating booke, afibi

Jeleta. suthers, usefulness and degtination of shipment, Naturslly, eortain prolimin.
ary steps faoilitating the preparation of aubwquen% ahipments to Few York @d UL

‘had to be token by me in Prankfurt proper, .|
]

By tho end of lsaf weel, 102 cases (somwhmt lerger in sige than our

ugual Wisebaden bexaa) were pwkvad, erated ané. marked, The eonmn appr, .'-36009

K
/\Rexk{b ‘3 p ,5. :‘ Z/T
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ity 28] *designed f@r”a'ca, “New - Eork, ~
,and 89 (with appr, 16000 1tems) for mxx.. 1 estimate that eventually total l3o

‘boxes, sontaining appr, tatal 28090 1tems, win he ready for ahipmant wishin the

nex$ lo-14 days,

' Although b ops not 8&y 80 in his raparﬁ of September M .1959, qu!ckly 6o
pilaa upon hia. | visits to the then eomplet 33 disorderly. bun!mr, Professor Scho-
lem, ags stated in your oable to me of Docomber 1950, mey have beem right in cown
. ting on originally appr, leceoo items, 6f which Boooa would he JOR's share, But 11’,
infaot, ho did se, he surely included all suwehBatorial that undcudbtedly ranks ag
pure Junk and is of no use whatsoever to either party cenceme&, this being the
Joint view 6f Dr, Wenmer's and myself, When on January 6, 1958, four weeks® work

on dividing the, in one way or another, good or, at least, useful material vas
; aonolv.ded Bibliethshdimkter Dr, 0, Wehmer, 'who 8z Profeseor Epelsheimerfd Do
puty, end I ogtimaded thatp after aliminatlng appr, 40% junk, JOR's total share
wuum be in the nefghbourhood of Bfirdtmwy 28000ifems, vhersas. &ppr, 20000 1tams
(tdth vhich the Frankfurt Library appears to be satisfied) would be.their par, .

1 feal that thet ¥ deviation® from the strict BO:Bou-&rrangammnt; is“Jmtifﬁed an‘"view.
of the fact that a limine it was agroed that #ll Judsica would be alloeated to - . -
JOR| (for shipment te HUL), In additien, no ebjestion was ralsed to/my de:
(am reported previously) the term “Jndmiea" 4n the wideat pomible;mnw

P
H

s‘ha& largely erigimtad from the M nichl?asgm "R@tehinatituﬁ f‘mr"’ 13 &ese_hi‘oh,
deg|Nousn I utschlands" end to a mleh less degree from Jewieh seurces direct;: The
origins of ehe remainder can be surmarived as followets ° B ¢
Rgiehgingtitut gur Brforsemmg der Jud@nfrw@, Frant
Rechtsabteilung der NSDB, i
Haup tarehiv. dor NSDAP (Part@iMﬁlel), S
Reichsfuchrung 88 - 8D, ; Sy
Heoresbusohereien, - SO Loyt B
Regimentsbuechersien, =
Pnblik&%iensetalls P_enkfurs (daalin ehiafly tri%h Aksacm
rraine material), -
L Libraries ef chereoches, menastoriaa, olergm@,
' . # poutical partias. ‘trade n.m.ons
France,
private J ewish swurcas, etc,

B Looking baek at the appr, 18 non..Jwish catwgarzam, right fro ho; boginn ing
of the operation roughly established from tho heaps of beolm,, in 1948 "unl@admf’f
li&m coal, I should say that the g'roups -
mediolnﬁ, L
! philosephy md pgyahole@r, ,
! L teligion, .
i : . fine arts md art histery,
o : ~ ihgligh,
|

I&tin, .. N
dissertatian@


http:33�(Y1th~appra80oq1t"'d)~~.re

;j;,se:-ha.ps in- value, vhereas the gmv@s Coy : ; 3 :l 85
histery, ‘ . g '
‘musie, o S :
law, o ‘ o
acondmics, ‘
Franoh, . '
roferendo-basks, Laxioa. 3 ,
classies, both aneient and German,
o genoral fietion _ ;
‘were comparetively *vad”, -~

H
P

Y - NS
i

P Ay regardg non-Jemieh periodir&la, a'concmtrmed on completa vols and,
‘agfar ag availabple, on complete sete (m whieh puch  time had toé;pant), :

The number of hrochures was very larg@ mmg, 'n:ough I ggroe with Professor
Scholam that a bdrovhure fregquently 1s of mom uge and of & highervalue to scicnee
‘and loarning, large quantities wers jJust neth!.ng ut - gunk: md had to eliminatsa

for the purpose ef being sorapped, ‘

! : On the whole, the mnterlal to & Iargo axtent. 1a .‘L’air}.y ola

| ,
|
|

It ma# be barnse in mma tha.t the. mm‘ber of singla vals
large, though we all did our utmost Yo see ta u that, wherevst‘
se“ks yore complated, '

o Frankfurt I.ibmry, This tall ieu with RUL'$ @:prass ,
‘.i‘he rmkfm’% mbm% also ooneentraﬁed i.n thei, gol

i
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by aay, Packing.mterial had to be pnmh&sed iﬁhe ws.ssbadsn cent;ral Oonecting
|Point kindly pr@santad me with part of the tools nesded, 'Others had to be
pmhseed or borrowed f rom various nowcas, Ay mll ends, immvismﬁﬁon wan
nscasssry, o V L

n
-
|
|

.!
- I ar. emged v’eh the ?rmkfnrb-ca%hafsn German customs a\xthortties to

lcarry out the emstom inspection in “instalmentd” eo thas, in the end, the closteme
5::@ will amount te & mare formality, This lattor, hoveverms will be baged en obtaing
1ng & UGeorman &port L conce; 1,9, the clcarance through tha Hosno Minintry of
_Bonomic Affairs, WieSbaden, end & German ®Aissonhendelsbank{ and all this, in
‘turn; s depemdent om & statement to be isgwd Ry Profosaér Eppelsheimer,- -the
i"trustes“ The draft of ¢ueh & statoment was ¥xs prepared ly me and approved of
4by Messra, Eppelsheimer and Webmer,. A3 regards the shipment to the U, 8,4,
. | the 0,8, Oonsul General will, I hope, ‘be ag lenien% and nndemtanding B Prow
P viously,,

Should you use thie lotter as.a kina of a "Field Rapert" or “mmWim
' ba den Rsport” (1), please let me bave two ‘stencilled oopEZea theroof,

Yows sincerely,

A AL

B, g, Logen thsi

P 8, I hmm onlictod the help of our a.bls Brsman forvarding agents. i oo

thatr Fra.nld’urt raprasmtaumg in regard to thc; aatual shipmms ab - .
! road, Tpis will be eagler then the "shipment’ of the heevy boxes £iom the
| third floor of the bunker to 4ts entramce~" door’] But this aheuld b@ '

the haadachs of the trsnspormﬁiempmpl% ,

BG.L,

\gﬂnu

Q\%“ 0. Lf’f'};’ ¥y
@%{?ﬁ‘z L
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Telepbone: Clrcle 5-782

Jrewisu Currurar Ruconstruction, Inc.

1841 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y.

Members of the Corporation

Agi!das: Israel World Otrganization Commission on European Jewish Cultural " Interessenvertretung der jiidischen

Alliance Israelite Universelle
! . ! . 7
Am)erlcaﬂ Jewish Committee

. . .
American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee

Recoastruction ’ " Gemeinden und Kultusvereinigungen
Committee on Restoration of Continental © in der US Zone

Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives

‘ ! ol .
Conseil Representatif des Juifs de France Jewish Ageacy for Palestine

Ang_élq—]éwish Association Council of Jews from Germany Synagogue Council of America
Boakd oJf Deputies of British Jews The Hebrew University | , World Jewish Congress
i |

Pres:‘den:l DGL/S e .

SALO W. BARON Tel.: 528292 . Jewish Cultural Recoms*ruction,Inc.
Chairman, ¢/o Centrasl Collecting Point,

Board of Direciors Landesmuseun,

[ERGHE MICHAEL Adr Hail n WIESBADEN, Germanv
Vice-Presidents ——— .

LEO BAECK , . -

SIMON FEDERBUSCH Professor Dr..G.G. Scholem, Janmary lo, 1951

GERSHOM SCHOLEM

ALAN M. STROOCK

!
Treasurer
DAVID ROSENSTEIN
i
Secretary
MAX GRUENEWALD

Execntive Secretary’
HANNAH ARENDT

28, Abarbanel Street,
Jer salem
Israel

Desr Professor Scholem,

Re: Freankfurt bunker operation

I wish to thenk you very mach for your kind letter
of December 31, 1950.

On the 8th inst. I sent you copy of a further report
on the Irankfort operation.

-As regards the leiSlon of the-material between
TUL and JCR, NFew York, the figures inserted in my report
were no#t qﬂl*e accura+e.

I+ will please you to learn tha't the final figures,
gs far as cases are concerned, read:- 86 cases for IUL
28 cases for lew York. ' o

The heavy burker work pr“cilo?lly is now over, but
i1l a lot remains %o be done jm regard to the many

s which will have to be é@ﬁ&.by me in connection
with +he preperation of the shipments abroad which, as.
you know, heve not the HICOG Ebless_ng ' .

ce: Reconstruction, Ine., New York, K.Y,

.
+ LI a3
N TP

23493
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| | 31st Ocotober, 1950 .

_ Dn. E.G.Lowenthal, ' o
¢/lo Jewish Cultural Recunatruction9 Inc.,~
Landesmuseum,
Wiesbadens

? .

’De r Dr, Lowcnthal, j 5

s

» 1 have returned and fcel much better now being back
'home. 1 thank you very much for the ‘copies of your letters,
: especially that concerning the Eppelsheimer transaction. We - .
have talked it over here in 81l detalls We bave cabled to = -
Miss Arendt our readiness to defray the transportation costs
eto. which JCR cannot take over and as for all other technical
:pqoblems of selection and disnosal which have come up you
will certainly have,by the same mail, a letter from Mr. ®Shunami
Ve trust that you will be able to do the Job on the main lines
yop envisnge, The more the proceduré can be simplified the
better it'will be for 2ll parties concerned. »
. I was very glad to learn about’ the dispatch of ‘books
tuiBerlin and I -hope for good resulty there. In the meanwhile,
we have had inrormation from Derlin that the Government is- willinb
to hand over the Gesamtsrchiv, but that they:require still .
Pnuther official letter on the part of the Israel Consul in.
Munioh who by now has got'azuthorizstion to write its We hope
‘tHat evergthing will brought to & satlisfactory conoluvion, but we
<r11 have tom wait another couple of weekss “In case evergthinO is

satt]ed you cartolnly will hetit from usokﬁ

s
-1

. - I thank you once more for having come to Zurich and
for taking - all the trouble involvca in ‘this, Eppelsheiner affair.
111was very nice to. have secen you and I hope we will celebrate-
one day #ll together'in Jerussalem. Ln the meantime I am with

kindcst regards

1
i : Yours sincerely,

‘ Prof. §. Scholen
1 - ’

ARG 402 f20g
| 123494
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Telephone: Clrele 5-7826

| , jEWlSH Curturar Reconstruction, Inc,

1841 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 7

: . 4 i,
l . . i

' Members of the Corporation o VAR
Agudas Isrdel World Organization Commission on European Jewish Cultural * Interessenvertretung der jiidischen
Alli Israeli iU iverselle . Reconstruction ' Gemeinden und Kultusvereinigungen
iance IsraelitelUnivers \

e : i Committee on Restoration of Continental . in der US. Zone
American Jewish Committee Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives N .
Ameri Jewish Joint - }cwmh Agency for Palestine -

r?;'ﬂcz};; tion Committee Conseil Representatif des Juifs de France

strbution = . . Sy rmgogue Councxl of America

Anglo-Jewish Astociation Council of Jews from Germany ‘
. Board of Deputicls of British Jews The Hebrew University ) ; World }cmsh Congress

i
v

!
i

President ! W

SALO W. BARON | . : g ‘/)/]/ _
Chairman, Dr. S. Shunami and Dr. C. Wormann —
Beard of Directors

J!’.ROMEM;CHAI}:L The Jewlish National & Universit;y L’ibra ry jfu
Vice-Pres:'den'Is t P. Q- B. 503 X

womnccxk | Jerusalem, Israel
SIMON FEDERBUSCH
GERSHOM SCHOLEM

atan m.stroock  Dear Dr. Shunami and Dr, Wormann: o

reasurer ;
Ioméawmme Thanks for your letters of October 30, As a matter of fact
Secretary S,holem's descriptlon was by far more encouraging than the

MAX GRUENEWALD déscription which was given to me by the Frankfurt people them=
Executive Secz etary selves. .
HANNAH AREND

1 I am glad that HUL decided to shafe in the expenses. JRSO has
' in the meantlme conflrmed our budget with the proviso that part
! of the expenses will be borne by you. I did not show them my

i letter to you and did not tell them anything about percentages.
?

S0 we can still try to keep expenses for you down, but some
part of 1t you: wlll have to pay.

Mr. Kagan's promise to you a yea r ago was made under circum-
stances which in the me&ntime have, changed entirely. The JRSO
i1s no longer eager to get rid of marks, but,on the contrary,
considers marks llke dollars. Moreover you certainly know that

the expectatlions were far higher a year ago than today, so that
the whole climate has changed. ‘

I understand from Lowenthal that the percentage of Judalca seems
to be even greater than Scholem anticipated. It 1s also Inter-
e3ting that qulte a number of books bear the stamp of the Munich
Beichsinstitut. We are now trying to get all these books for

JCR because thils library, as you probably know, consisted largelys
of confiscated private collections of Jewlsh scholars.

- I would appreciate if you would send me .copy of your letter to
Dr. Lowenthal in which you advised him on principles of selection.
I can understand that you are apprehensive of useless material.

We, on the other hand, are apprehensive of every procedure which
would delay our deadline.

With kindest regards to both of you.

s
i

. : bincer ours "
|ee: Sobobian A [ty Alklr ¥ S
Gt wjélf{ - Hannah Arendt

; et 123495
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% permassror'n from the “Central Archives for the Hlstory of the chmh People Jerusalcm .
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N hihan —

Homo tb ?‘o G?ﬂh@l . f | e : m 11, 1950

Aylthoujgh the noew 1950 lcdgor has been képt @p to date, the beginning balances are Sentative
alnoo no ’auuaesng and olosing ontrics were received from Furemberg.

When contanoting Nuremborg or Payin, please remlné thom that 1 expeed the f.'anoviug otatementst

.Ad,juuungandcloung entries Adninistration Fund 1949
. Anmual etatement Administration Fund 1949 '
8. "G?mol“ siatement 19“9 '

" a. Report for the firet half of 1950
b. AGJuating on%riss for Ahat poriod.

~ In dew of| the ddoiston to ded up & aapmm JRS0 Now York offies, I have been ua!n!,ng
Nige Tont Ungar %o do the Jngkkeeping vork negessary at thid end." Alslnme;h 1t 4o of the
very simpleat nature and snall dn volume, I expaot to holp her with it for the nmext months
and eertainly vhen, ia Jaly, the sccasion will ardise % Journalize the semfi.annual tran g-
sotions. |1 ahall also explain to her 3he JOR regoids which we keep (aoa ny memo to you
on that subJeat); hovever, she will not be able to direot any isprovemsats to be made
vith rosardu 20 nantrel of income ete. vithin JQI!': bwkkmping syntom '

| “In the ond of the calendar year 1949, AJDO and JA appropﬁataﬂ a total
of 3208 ooo.-. ("amm“ $25,000.%, *for the firet reav" $110,-, 8for the remninader of
1949 eés 000.-, hadd1tional? $8, ooo.-.) The full amount was peid to mS0.

For the year 1950, the appropriation Amounto to $120 000.~ of whiah §$20, 000 have been
roooived by Jowiah Ageney and $20,000.- by JD3,

Out of ‘Bha 1949 appropriadion of $208,000.~. a total of %h 600 .= mt to ann.

For the year 1950, an amount of $1t& 500.- ‘wns received by JHSO fyom J’DG-J& owr and ebove
the appropriation of $120,000.« %o aovar JCR subvanhiong,

‘ ~ 0f the pain mga ahipped to - shﬁa munsry for sale n behalf of JRSO,

'S mber has been gold recently. Mthaagh there is & complete shipping 1ist of the piomca
availble which identifies eamch plove by asuthor or origin; subjest matier and kind of
emchniquo \mployed the 116t of eale (expept in one cams doen not quots the respentive
numbar, the subjeet matter and - in most &ns%me&u «~ anything tut the teshnigue empleoyed.

"rhie detall would not be of great aigniﬂcanos. wers 1% a0t for the faod ﬁa.t -85 71
undorstand - an inventory will be taken of the plotures on hand, Upon eompariscn of
the inventory with the shipping 14ab, 1% 4s expooted that soms 1tomn will de nln!ngs
the exmsnon vill not be adble to ascertain vhmshor the misoing 1tonms wore ueld unloss
thoee cold plotures dan aleo be !dontiﬂea witk {tems In the 1iet,

I, therefors, t’aoommend that Mr, Odell be questioned ia thu roapeel, 1f he dhould nod

bave kept 'a record of the dedalla of the sale, we might wish to contast the buyers whose
names are on file (there nre only three people involved). .

123196

HPue - , o M. Pefler
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MEMORATIAUM .
LLLLEL R : :

| % 1 on June 29, 1949 v e Shargo

: El1 Rock

' ffargamt Foller
Stephen Troll

'{ The folltrrlwi;;g mattores were discusseds

1, Honthly JR30 reports fram Furemberg to Now York,
In addition to tha eaph redeipts nnd dishursements, the momthly reports in
the future will contain a 1int of non-cash jowrnsl entrioa rade on the books
in r‘urlemberg. For instance, if Ruremberg Tuys a car, the disturcements will t
b2 shown in the cash repart ae a debit to the expense account, while the -
Jourml entry will oredit the exponse seccunt and dobdt the aaaet.

2, Aekmnttni, for assets to doe mcmsﬂ.
As aoon as 8 claim will be settled in Kuremberg, an acoount "c]aima Reo,"
will b@ dedited, and a surplus account oredited with the estimated cash /
value. When title 18 tranaferred to JRSO, the recoivable will be credited
and & proper asget acoount dehdited, A aubaidiary ledger will analyse the R
oon*rolling aaned account, In FNew York, the controlling moccunt only will R
bs kopt; if need be, the subsidiary lodger '«111 be available to New York, LR

3. Deprectation of assots, | ‘ : ;
. Depmcintion charges on the basis of the estimated life of sssets will be " \ e
recordad aumally by a aredit to reserve for depreciation,
be Liabilitiee of JRSO to JOC and JAPP, | o \

The mmar in which 1liabilitien of that kind will be liquidated in the P {*:f
: mture out of the precceds of recovered aseets, especislly where thosa o .
assets may be transferred to JDC er JAFP controlled orgnninatiom, has L i
not been deeided yots ]

5, Liability to US Military Government, o
The 11ab111ty for carrying charges will not be rocorded on the books \
pending settlement with mgard to the amount of such chargaa. , ;

|

Ge J'RSO admmﬂ to JCR. : (’
Any pnymenta made to or for JCR hy JRSO Juremberg shall bte debited to the N
gecount "JCR loan". A record will be kept for all payments to JCR and ' L
s neparate recard will ba kept for the expenses, roported by JOR. . B\

7. ionthly trial balancea 411 be eent from IV to Murember;, after posting /
the mo‘nthly reports and journmnl entries on NY books, o

g, Record of ennets recovered by JCR, /-
The ndoption of a permanent record of assets recovered by JCR conteaining I
dencription, insuraneo valuo, estimated cmh value and disposition, was !
@i scunped, ‘ ,

24
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MEMORANLUM

HuBnnssn NOOY

) 83mon Shargo
‘ zm Roek

The following matters wore discussed:

1.. Honthly JRI0 reports from luremberg to Now Ycrk. .
In dddition to the caph recoipts and dishueements, ths wonthly reports in
the future will contain a 1l4nt of non-eash 1ourm1 entries made on the beoks
'4n Muremberg. Por instance, 1€ Ruremborg Ywye & car, tho distursements will
'taa} shown in the cnsh repert as a debit. to tho sxponse account, vhile the
Journal entry will eredit the exponse sosount and debit the asset,

2, Aecounting for ameete to be rocoverod. ‘
‘An| soon as a olaim will be setiled in r"ummharg, en gocount "Claims fieo,"
‘will bo dedited, end a surplus account credited wiil; the aestimated ceah
1m1ua. Then titls is trannsferred te JREC, the recolivahle will be credited
nnd a proper areet fooount dehited. A mbam#ary ledger will amalyse the
_eontrol ling agset account, In New York, the contrelling secount only will
éba] kept; if nced be, the mubeidiary lodger will be evailsble to Fow York,

3. Depreciation of asmots, ‘
Depreciation charges on the basis of the @stimwd life of asseta will he
‘rorm-aed anmally by a omd&ts o roserve for dapreciatton. ‘

bo' Liabﬁ!nw@a of JRSO to JDC mmd JAFP, ' '
The marmer in whioh liaMlitles of that kind vdll be liquidawﬂ in the
‘futm out of the prooceds of recoversd assets, sspsoislly where those
.asaetm mey be transferred to JDC exr JAFP eommnod owganimtim, has
not boen docided yot, i

8, Liabnit.y to US Military Gwmmm ‘
The 14ability for carrying charges w1l not be' reoorded on the books
yending settloment with mgard +0 the smount of such chargee,

6, JF.SO advanoes to JCR, '
étv poymants made to or forr JCR Yy JHSO ?suremlm'g shall bs dabd.md to the
,accmm? "JCR loan”. A recerd will be kopt for all payments to JCR and
a separat.e mwd w&ll ba kaprt for the m:pemaﬁ, mported by JCR,

Te *onthly t,rial bmlancse w1l be sent from WY to fhxrmbar;, after posting
the monthly reperts and journal emtrias on Y books. :

8, iocord of assets recovered by JCR, ' » :
The edoptien of & parmanemt recerd of sssets recovared by IR containing

deacript&m, insurance vslne, estirated cash mlue mx.i disposition, was
di acussed, ‘ o - ‘
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| {Mr,MORANDUM\
: |
t
From Fli Rock 7 :
‘ . New Yotk April 8, - 1949

| ) .
To. Margaret Feiler

1 i
l .

Subject! JRSO

4

In accordanca with your and Mr. Grubel’s request, 'I have examined the agreement
governing the relationship between JRSO and JCR, with a view to ascertaining
whether funds advanced to JCR by JDC and the Jewish Agency (via JRSO) are re-
quired to be repaid or whether: they are to be treated as non-reimbursable eX=
penditvres. : ' ‘ |

In this connection, I quote the following language' from the letter of agreement
dated August 21, 1947, and entered into between JCR and JRSO:

“You (JCR) will from time to time sulmit to the Committee (JDC) and the
Ayancy (JAP) a detailed statement of the funds:which you will need for
~the discharge of your agency during such aecounfing period as may be
agreed upon between them and you, and to the extent that they approvs
your ‘udget they will provide you with. the funds necessary to meet your
budgetary requirements. They, on the other hand, shall have the right
to\charge such funds against funds realized by them as the result of
the execution of their agericy on'behalf of JRSO in relation to Jewish
property having only economic value." (Explanatory notes supplied.)

On the basis of the above quotation, it seems clear that reimbursement by JCR
"of the funds allocated to 1t, is not .contemplated, and instead these expendi-
tures should be treated as other normal non—relmbursable expenditures,
’ l

At the same time, it is clear that the entxre budget of JCR, advanced by JDC
and thelAgency, and charged to the budget of JRSO, will be relmbursed to the
latter Fwo organizations, along with all other advances to JBSO out of pro-
ceeds recovered by JRSO,.

|

: ! *

| | R
| RN

*}1 . ‘
\

*»

El1 Rock
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mérgaret. Feiler

. . | December 6 48
Frederick Grubel . : ; V

JRSO Cash Report

It #111 be neceasary to cloar up the following 1tems in the JRSO
: Cash Report August -~ Ootober, 1948:

1. The statement of dollar receipts and disbursementa shows a total of § 15800,—-
JR30 bodks New York merely show remittances of . 15000, =
We, therefore, assume that the belance of - $ 800,
l , e
| was given to JR30 Furemberg by the Munich JDC offiee. Unfortunately,
\ the German Cash Reports for Augnst and September 1948 do not give
| any clear information in that respeoct. Exhibit A of the August
k Report show "loans receivable (JRSO)" ‘ -
| $1261.35 | |
end the corresponding figure in the September Report is
| C 81244.85
These emounts do neither reccncile with the above mentioned $800.-
nor with the "Accounts Recoivable - AJIC" for payments in their behalf
'4n JRSO atatemant Auguat. and September.
2. ‘We need eupporting echedules for
- Living cost ellowances
1 Advances to omployaeo
Salary advances .
and efxplanation of the 1tems oalled "Accounts Receivable - Jewish
Gultural & Reconstruction Ine. (D. 3terr)" and "Household Expenses";
wa should also get information as to the amount allowed to- employees per -
) mileage (under Motor Pool Expenaea). ,
3

According to the Octobm',Report, a car was purchased. We do not know who
:}lnaured the car or whether insurance on it was taken out at all,

MFsZR | T ‘\..

largeret Feller

123500
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hEADQUABTERS
' JEWISH RESTITUTION SU{GESSOR ORGANIZATION

APO 696 A ' -U.8. ARMY

T

: 17 October 1950
Pres sg_ili;elsgg_e ;

Headquarters Jewish Restitution Successo?r drganization.
announced the following today:.

On 37 July 1950 the Gotrt of Restitution Appeaie of thé

U, S. Zone of Germany rendefed a decision ata&ing that all élaim—
ants who failed to file their dlaima for restitution under U.5S.
M.G. Law 59 before 1 January 1949 are, by their defaull, forever

basired from making any clainm for ﬁhe reetitution of such pmperty.k

The cla&m for prope#ty formerly belonging to Jewish owners or

associations was thereafter v§ated in the Jewish Restitution

&
: B

Successor Organisation. T , ;

| The JRSO is a charitable organization appointed by Military
Government to receiveﬁthose confiscgted Jewlsh properties, which
by f‘January 1949 had'not been claimed by the former owner or his
heirs.  The aesets 80 aequired must be used by the JRSO for the

general ralief. rehabilitation and reaettlement of Jewish victims

of Nazi persecution.

i
!

Although late claimanta haye lost all legal rignts the JRSO ;
plans to establish an4equitable procedure far*axamining especially

meritorious petitions submitted to the JRSO after 1 January 1949.

Petitions sent to JRSO Headqparters, 112 Fueftherstr., Nuernberg,

should contain the relationehip of the petitioner to the former

owner and the lecation and description of the property being
claimed. Those who haye already contacted the JRSO need not do

80 again.

It was announced by Headqdarters,'JR O that no petitions of

late clalmants would be accepted for consideration under any

ciroumstgnces after 1 January &951.

' A .i \ -’ , il | _ j.t” Q)()]L
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;. (RITERIA FOR BQUITABLE ;DETERMINATIOH oF CLAIMS BY PERSOXS WHO LOST
- THEIR LEGAL, RIGHTS BY FAILING TO FILE THEIR PETITIONS ¥OR RESTITU-
- TION WITHIK TH® TIME LIMIT PRESCRIBED BY U S MILITARY GOVIRNMENT
IN! KO. &9 ‘

. The JRSO will grant the claim, without any charge, in every case
whore the fajlure $o file on time was ‘caused by Justifisble reliance
upon official Military Government information that mo claim was
" necessary in order to protact the claimant's rights.

The JRSO will grant the claim, without any charge in every case
where the name of the Jewish owner was never actually removed-
from the real estate registry despite the Nazi decree providing
for the automatic transfer of title to the -Reich and he or his
heirs have recovered or can recover the property even though

no restitution claim was filad.

The JRSO will grant‘the claim subject to the prescribed charges
in the following cases: : ' ' ’

= SERVICE CHARGJﬁ
BASED ON VALU® OF THE PROPHYRTY
** See Methods of Computation
_Against Each Table :

TABLE A, TABLE B, TABLE C, TABLE D
Relationship of Claimant Value DM DM o
to Former Owner up to 10,000 , 20,000° , Over
; Did to - to
20,000 , 50,000

Approx.
percen—
tage of
claim~
ants

Covered

. 10,000

10% to ' 16% to !

Children, Grand—children 5% to
‘ 15% 20%

10% 80%
and: Testamentary Heirs: !

of the Former Gwner

i
{
1
1
l
!
1
t
H
1
1
1
t
'
t
t
2

H

'

1

1

o . H
Former Owner; Spouses, : !
1

]

!

t

1

ategory (2) 10% to

‘Brothers and Sisters ' 15%

Cavteggrg (3) - i
Nephews, Nieces, Cousins, l’)% to
sunts -and Uncles _ b oang

4 Category (4) ;
Other Heirs (e.g.Sons !
‘and Daughters~in-Law, . o byt

H e
| Brothers and z 25% to ' 30% to ( 355 to
RTS an Sisters ‘ 304 365 - . 40 404

bl ThBLE & - The rate of increase on the charges computed agalnst the
, total value'is — an additional 1% per thousand DM or part
thereof en all amounts from 5000 DM up to 172,000 DM. .

’ MLE B — The rate of increzee on the charges computed against the
total value is — an additional 1/2 of 1% per thousand or

part thereof ‘on all amounts from 10,0C0 IM to 20,000 DM.

TABLE C - The rate of .increase on the charges computed ageinst the
total value is — an additional 1/6 of 1% per thousand or

part therecof on all amounts from 20,000 DM %o 50,000 IM

209 to
25%

1
¥
1
]
! ,25% to-

' 30%

¥
1
X
1
1
t
1
t
'
f
t
i

}
t
|
!
1
1
1
H
t
1
1
1

1
1
L]
t
1
1
1

&4

i
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{a) Where the JRSO has actually recovered and givés up the
- property or the proceeds thereof there shall be & sur-
charge of 10% in addition to the cherges indicated above.

s e e S

T bepr

{v) ¥here the claimant presents persu@sive evidence estab-
lishing %o the satisfaction of the JRSO that he is in- -
digent, all chérges can be reduced to as little as 6%
where a claim is assigned or 10% where the property it-
self or its proceeds are given to the claimant.

Purth g

SRR

ot

TR
et

(¢) Where the amount actually recovered by the claimant is
substantially less than the value appraised by the JRSO
that shall constitute cause for considering .a reasonable
rebate on the chargss assessed ' .

3

i

SN

e

4, Whers, in the opinion of the JRSO Headquartera Nhernberg, there
are facts which indicate that the application of ‘the criteria
mentioned above may be inequitable, such cases may be referred

to JRSO New York for special consideration.

Yo e .
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Translaetion 0f a letter addressed by the Israelitische
Kultusvereinigung Wirttemberg (signed Warscher) to
Dr. Hannah Arendt, dated Stuttgart, Sept. 5, 1946

e

Dear Dootor Arendt:

. We refer to your letter of April 24th addressed to our Mr, Warscher,

: We have in the meantime received back from the Finance Ministry

| books of Jewish ownership (private and communel) whioh had been
confiscated under the Third Reich. We are now preparing a list,

for the Finance Ministry has been appoeinted by the Military
Government as trustee for these books. The Finance Ministry,
however, wants us to serve as trustee and wishes that for this
purpose books conteining an inseribed name be treated separately
while other books whether not provided with any nsme or carrying the
stemp of the Oberrat, etc., should agein become our property.

The 1list announoéd to us in your latter has not yet been réoeived}
Should postal regulastions make the dispatoh. to us of that list
impossible you may wish to use the following address:

. American Joint Distribution Committese
! - {for Jew sh Community)

| | ., ¢/o UNRRA Team 502 =~ =

’ : . APO 757, o/0 Postmaster New York

125504



'13) Bibliothek "Kolel" KoWn
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1 Salomn und Sara Stem’sche Bibliothek—-stifhmg ? -
2) Verein fiir jldidche Geachiohta nnd Literatur. Kanigsberg, :l. Pr.
3) Humbolat-Schule, Frenkfurt s,H, I ‘
4) Rabbiner Maier, Illereionen (%)~ IR AU I
8) Rigas Pils, 1 Zidn pamatsiola, . Bibliotheka, Riga
6) Bibliothek der Isrnelitischen Gemainde Frankfurt. a.lﬁ.
7) Rabbimner Bonath, ankfnrt a.M., Osdm'weg 108

; J@dische Gemeinde, S

Riga Pilsetes § obrei dnaloola (T

1og Pilgetas 2 Zidu Pamatskola, Risa L

1) Ebreju Sabdr, Savieniba, :Riga :

Osar hasefarim slabodka (Litanen)
Buchhiindler Fighov, Galanta . :
wi Banl -~ Machsoves -~ Bibliothelk, Sanoiu T

. 16) Nederlandsch Israelitisch Smﬁwmn, Amsterdam. (Rollnnd)

Bibliothdque Populaire de Chinon * , ‘ '
Nieuwe of Litteraire Sooieteit,’ s'-—vaenrmge (Honand) ‘ IR .
Nedsrl, Jsrael, Seminarum te Amsterdam . A . ' :

'20) Allisnoe lsradlite Univcrsena, Paris’ = ' ‘
' 21) Consistoire Isradlite de la Circonsoription ae Paris. B.tbliothéqua

22} Instftutu Naukowego Wilno, Wskiego 16 '
23) Zidu Pamatskola Rigna Pilsetas 7 - ;

: 24 -Beole Rabbinique. Paris, 9 Rue Vanquenn ’
-25 Bibliothek der Israelitisech. .Gemeindeo, Frankfurt, a.M. : '
.26 Dr, ‘No" Blankenstein, . Wagsenaar, Huizme )&ontal‘bam Ronijnemplan

. 97) Kauno Zydu bibliothka "4 Napu" vardy =~ ' - :
. 88) Israelitische Religionsschule B, Kirdzhoim'me Bibliothek Frankf\zrt a.M..
"99) Lietuvos liaudies Pngalbes Samingos Biblioteks

'm) Rabirias A, Broidas, Kama.xamlim
32 Verein fur, Judiacha Gosdxichte- Ao )

38 ‘Me'm?é“fmmmg ﬂwmﬁhmﬂmmﬁen mhl&aﬁm Pmnkﬁn't a.m.

"'50 Symgogm—ﬁmminda, Imelit.klig;am—ceaellaclmﬂ, Frenkmrt "Frhl. 1 v.Rothad\nd‘

‘ sohe Sdzenlmng

,,,,,,,,,

38) Jﬁmrhaologisches Seminay zu Breslau : i

. 3'? Vertegmrdiger woor Nederland Z. Moses Amn. Amtar&am (C)

s gidu saviesigans biedribas Bibliotelm, Ri@. mnoaa No. S 5
“und Friel Mumkaos. | . G,
Bnaherlagor bei der J8dischen Ghetto-@axminde Vinamm R S
Bibliothek der JUdischen Gemoinde, Berlin '’ - , ;
Société des Etudes Juives, Paris, 17 Rue St.- Georges - P
Libraire Lipschutz Paris, Flace ds 1'Odeon &, et Rue; Immrtm 28 S TR
3 Friedr, Carl Kighler, Prankfart a.u. Wiamhﬁttmplnts 30 e
45) Zadok Kahn (Rabbimier) Paris * .
48) Jugendbibliothelk der Synagogan -ﬂemein&o K&nigsbwg

- 47) Bibliothek der Samson Raphael Kirsch-Sctmle. Frankmx't oM,

48) Varrentrapp-Sohule, Frankfurk aelle
49) Isano Esohwege, Pulda
50) Undon Chrétienne do Jmmaa Gms de Paria

'51) Jekodb Schlossberg, Wien

63) Seminare Isradlite Biblioth&qua Al, Cohn o
83) Schfiler-Bibliothek Losaing-@ymasim. Frankfurt a.M,
A, Krioger, Fronkfurt a.M, -
Talmid Tora, Parias L e
88) Philipp Selig, Frankfurt a.M. JMendelerstr, 23 ‘

‘Bibliothek des Vereins Iar.Rel-Lehror, Frankmrt 8.,
Dr, Unger Bibliothek, Iglau
Lycée de Belfort, Bibliothique -

Bibliothek der Synagogen-Gemsinde K&nigaberg i.Pr. .
61) Bibliotheka Elreju Saviasm@ Biedriba, Riaa, Skdlea i.e‘la Na.
62) Biltothek "Das Volk", Riga - ‘ ‘
&}Katsmel‘bogm«wuuo i , ' e e,

: by o
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November 29, 1948,

Rabbi Philip Bernstein
Frankfurt
Germanye.

Dear Rabbi Dernstein,

Through Captain Benkowitz's courtesy I have this opportunity of gresting
you and of telling you how greatly impressed we all are with your vigorous and
oonatructive actintiea. Professor Scholem and I want particularly to thank you
for gll your help and un&emtanding.

Usptain Benkowitz' will 'be handing you, if you have not yet had jta copy
of the proposal for the oreation of a Jewish Trusteeship Corporation into whose
ocustody the HHebraica erd Judaion at the Apchival Depot in Offenbach and generally
throughout the Americen Zones of ocoupstion in Germany and Austria are to be
placed for &iapomhon as the G’ozporation soes fit.

Yrom General Hilldring 8 1attor of September 18 you will see that the S4ate
Department has adopted this as'a general poliocy, and thst the matter has been
sant forwani for commmt on the part of the Military Authoritias in ‘the ocoupie&
zmones, , . A

¥rom Frofessor Baron we have heard that this comment 1s mot at all enthusiastic

Ve can understsnd this, sesing that carrying out the purpose of this Coxporation

might place extia responsibility upon the slready hard-pressed Military Authorities.
Yet it will not be neceasary to srgue with you that, despite this, we ought to prese

forward and garry this:plan through to completion with determination, and the
strategio position which you sre in encourages us tn believe that it will be
poasible for you to give this plean decigive help.

I hope you are well, and vith kind regards,

1 am, , %

i , Gincerely yours,

(Sgd.) J.L. Magnes -

G(['/ Reotor ' : ’ Fresident

i'

Prof, Assaf
Prof. Bnneth
Prof, Bergmann
Prof. Buber
Prof. Cassuto ’ : : "
Mr. Dinabur , 4 NQc
Prof, Gutman 8 ‘ . L4 3\}(}6
Prof, Scholem

The., Sarantnv 1
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. Extracts from a' report to the JiD.C, by Dr. Pinson; September; 24,1946

I s o

i | S

15; ‘ Permissinn ‘was sccured from the Military Government to draw books fog?the D.P.

Icentars from the Rothschild Library end other'Napii crllections of Jewish:loots - Dr.

Pinsnn crumented on the gﬁnd fortune that the Alfred Rosenberg-Institute had decided to
‘callect Jewish cultural works., = Over5,000,000 books collected throughoutt all Europe

.are now stored at Frankfurt, Ir draw1ng the 21,000 books which were finally.distributed

ito the cemps, Dr. Pinson found it necessary, with the help »f Chaplain Rakavsky end a -

emall German staff supplled by rthe Military Government, to sort aver 350,000 books,. Im k
mekihg-the selections he was carcful not to draw booke of knawn awnﬂrship or rare books:

&hat could not be replaced, In addition to the books from the so-called Rothschild -

Library, £,000 books fron ic United States were distributed. Libraries of 800 to

4 ,000. vnlumes have been sel up in all the large camps. Effarts ware made to includs

rnllglﬁus b~oks, referance bwoks far teachars (chlnfly in German) and dictionardess,

5 The Rothschild L1brary failed to be a squrce, however, for Yiddish ‘and Hebrew-

textibanka:nf. mathematlcs, hletmry,and the soisnces: While the Jewish Agency did send

in some bonks such text:bodke wers nat included. The nesd for text books i acute tﬂday,
and at the time Dr. Pinasn‘left the JDC was: cﬁntemplatlng photostating ~suitable- text: .
bnoks. There is alsn = ncad for Yiddish and Hebrew literature and baoks.in other languagea:
chlpfly German and English. Thé:Jewish Agency's:four air. transposrts of bocks:eenlicw i - §

the year included a largs quantlty of Hebrew téxt .books for adults which Dr. Pinson:also L

nnted that he had receivadrabﬁut 1,000 baoks from .the JDO, 1,000 books.from the Jewish: )

Labar Committee mnd between 43000 and 5,000 YIVO duplicgtes. He complimented the. YIVO

for-its aplendid cooperatlnn.

He nﬁted that while there hed boen repsrts of shipments of
sther-books by “the JDC; these books had failed to reach their des tlnatlﬁnﬂapparently ’
becauae of poor transpnrtatlon *‘nther difficulties.,

| . ) of
* . . :

s 1

; : . o : T .

AR RN N . ¢ : ’ ' LT '

.The. lﬁCﬂthn of Jow1eh hiutﬁrlcal traaaures. Thése‘are stifl scattored
throughmut Germany snd unless'lacated and reclaimed,

it:is- llkely that German Libraries:
and 1nst1tutiqns will attompt ta. usa them a8 the nucieus 2in rebulldlng thelr own. cxllectlona.

! |
! The need tn establlsh a’ hlstnrical cﬁmm1331on whlch wiil undertake the sc&entifia
task of gathnrlng materials of tb° nast

ten j@g*"‘n; ULW;SH parsecutlan.
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S o 1841 Broadway/Ncw Yozk 23 NVH P S .

: Members of tbe Cor{mmtmn

] Agudﬂs Israel \Vorld Orgamzanon IR Commms:on on -European Jewtsh Cuhuml ) Interessenvertretung der jldischen
-Allmnce Ismchte Unxverselle " Reconstruction - . Gemeinden und I\ulluwercmx;,un;,en

Comm:ttee ofi Restoration of Contmental‘ in der US Zone S

) 'Amerlcm ewish Commmcc :
J Jewish Muscums, Libraries and Archives

' Ameérican Ievush Jomt .
Distribution Commutee -

' Anglo Jewmh Assoc non s

Jewish' Agency qur Palestine

Conse;l Represcmauf des ]ulfs de I’mnce .

i g Board of. iDepuues

sl
" Presideiit:

oo

. "SALO W. BARON -

Cbmrman,

» Board of Dtrecfors RN

L &@ ' anorﬁs HICHAEL W

; che Presi:(iems
/1 LEO BAECK !

’Jerusalem=

WIsrael

Treamrer S
".mvm Rosausrsm

‘Secretaryl
_MAX GRUENEWALD,

81 ? Ministry of
*Ewmhws“mmw Education .seems to be preoisely he snlutlon«for a speedy

_MANNAM ARENDT' dlstributlon Of tne Israeli booké. L AN

As you know we are. especially interesied thatﬂthe reclpientﬁ”

. 1libraries- furnish us withra ‘1istof tilfles. of the. book ~wh'(

) they received from JCR.::.I trust you will Kedp.thi

;mind and: impress it on" those who take thsgheavy r

off your shoulders. ;:,. fnjA '
; « ;

i
Ao
\

Dutch and. other periodicals and i‘notloe that this'is a'
quest for the Hebrew University Library only.jf 

However tho most importantnqueétion atﬁthis"momentcis simply
“the” question of address. will :

and French zones. . The - unpacking of Garman Library_material
and'therefore thﬁ possibilities of diq"overing Jewish owned
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Al JIC

UNITED RATIONQ EDUCAEION-
e AL SCIENTIFIC & CULTURAL
j A " ORGANISATION _
; ' Preparatory Commission
(0 Unesco-House, :
? : - 19 Avenue Kléber,
: ' Paris l6e.

Aitention: Dr. Zuokerman

Requeat to turn all matarial except “Yivo“
material over to University Librery. :

Statement to the effect that University will
be responaible for listing and distribution
of any excess copy so that only one complete
set will remain at Jerusalem while spare-
copies will be sen€ to other Jewish
1ibrariea 1n agreement with UNE&CO

Statement that rights ‘of any legal owners
will be safeguarded and that Univeraity

gusrantees to indemnify any justified
claim: or, ‘if necessary, return the books to

the rightly owner.

A
Statement concsrning the costa of trans-

pcrtation.

 (copiedz‘27/XI/46)
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.. eocfalict dirootor of this Mmnicirel Library. (Eppslshoimor) abuout the:

et e vt sor o Svene e Sagagibr YIRS £ ayae et g e £ b A AseATA e e g v e e

4 % an witug to yﬁu atmﬁy mi‘om 1eav$.mg Meh mr Essrlm, -
where I expect o . BOTS. &:@'m 3 ehall hava deaic@ w}aﬁmw or, m«t
%g@&n‘%t&sﬂr&t mo Y .‘_‘; e , b

\ fo uy gma‘a diaﬁ'maa, I fmmd mﬂ; ixi Prenkfurd thet. 'ﬁt,m mm
Bobroleoa eollection oi‘ ‘!;hevm:«icipal Libmzy@ the acat -em...wwﬂ gzm.antiw

48 Oormwy, woa burned during:on. tﬂﬁ”"l”ﬂid on.the. 18th of inrch 13444 . The

Judatoa and Hobradea|have been’ suvods i34 6poko to the mewly ap vodted

qostion of initinstive bein@ ta&:cm by Cormn eathorities for tho mcmxstf
of thosa Hebrow mezmseripts and part of the Judalcas Ko wee vory syrpath ww L
ant willing to coneidor it with hic municlpal euthoritiess - To put such a
propesal throuch womld, of course, requirs mch $imee - mmrt}m s Our position
wlih regard to an&:furt is a mlatiwly 31:916 one - ai.nca all tha Ge on;; otis v
wore poid r«:rtmem , e .

This 4o not the cose with mg;arﬂ % ‘the Bobrw mnmso"ipta in L’
Fanich Ftats Librery, where the farovus Codez 95 of the Tulmd Lo %o be founde
‘m@mn nothing elso ip leoft in Munich of amy. Jevdch oolloction end o Leaoe |
$0 na yot aveilakle, the Lobrrica colleotim md :m hebm mmx.zwm yta sf;” E
the State Librery bavu boon &mMn : RN

‘ I have had aisonesicns with mral peapla ef imomt’» ocmmt&m@
vith the Bavarian Oovsrament, vhich is the legal ownor of the objuots, fod .
have taken the sarmw lino a3 in Froankfurde I said that it might b2 an izmort umﬂb |
moral gesturs 4f Goran anthoritios, of tmir om free will, would tum owr -
cortain of thoss objects, and espocially the Minich Memusoript of the Talmud,
. %0 tho Lobrow University in Jeruselem ao a qymbolie 26t towsrds  the- Jovrlsh
pooplo and as & first step toward b ddgmg awful mhwg th@ "lm:eawhmm
eroatod betweon tho two pooplese I R

|
1 have & vory roliable and influential man 4n Munlch vho 1o wimng; m*
aot a3 mocietor end incuce the Eiverian Government to toke oteps:in'thins |
diroctions, fThis ie Profe fans Ludvig Held, director of tho “unicipal. Librasye i
Eo and othor peaple who talts en inbtersst in the mettor arg. a&ing ®2, Muhek-
|

.

.

I

would be the smswer from Jerus:lem to such & gymbolio peatuto of ood’will o n
tho pert of the Cermane?® They &o not yant bo b@ Teplt in t,m me@
provecativo ensvors ; " 514
Frofs Eold ﬁn Wmiah, whe ﬂ’ma& M‘f; £or us,ip on oubsri,an.dim, mtﬁm
Kool anmd o of the Cowx noorle in Jormay with a doon  rnowlodsn af. ¢Yinen
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g which ¢tales wnsidomblm

‘v\
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o Wm upon the wmemmer in which tho. oi’fm*mum be rocolvods The Bavariom”
. Govornmen® njght not wizh to be @@owﬁ Lo ombarrasomert through.a hish-harded

etfitude to cuch & voluntary offere " I," porsonally, exprocced tho opirdon thad
tho Vniversity would give o éocsnt end enscur:iging mmsvor to suech a gyrdolic
aot of rostituting important Jewigh treesures which ore legnlly in tho hend of
the Dawvnrian CGovormmonts I gedd that tho Univemity might reeall the oxistonoe of
two Qormury's ond, &t any ratc, would %8ke an attitude in 1lins v:’n’:h gm.eml
humaniztic und liboral prinoipiea whﬁ.ch it hma alwnys mod ﬁ'ﬂ?q o

1 should uko to know whether I could ‘glve doﬂnlt-e asmmnwa to mgr
mon pogarding this question. The acquiciticm of Hebrew: msmacripts from the -
publicly ovned librariocs. in Gormuyy thr:mmh ‘acts of goodwill mizht! 8T WO
itportant stop towards £illing the ﬁ.p that hes been crested by the' LB rmm
ef prectically all the mmmacri*)ts the “Jewish=owmod libwﬁm, whdeh dn- ond 5
the worst features of oy emrmnco herse ™ No:ong. kmows, where. ‘those monusert "*'bté
aye and there is litile hcpo £hgt they will: ‘turn up in ‘the pesy, ‘futarog ...«ugw
may hewe heon burned in.one /ol the air-—raida on Lerlin b-::fom tmw‘?e-m.lﬂ be

1 “‘ahqll“ try t6°got "

1 am enclosing eopy of a letier from Ure Haors regerding the pituation

4n ng,ue, From Paris I have dispatched a dotailed report to the University
on my sotivities thors nnd in Vierma end I wonder why roceipt vwop Dawor fge .

knovledrede Re the Copenfiagen proposal which is mnticnad by [re Hoorg, I hove
hoard-of it alrosdy in Frague in 6 vory vague waye S0 deys ngo I hnd the
opportunity of spealdng to Penf. Bontwich mr the ¢tolophono und he told my

ko hed ooon 8 report about the moeting of Unosco and thet thore wra e discuscim
but vo decislon; ¥nd, anyhow, tho (o mwissicdl was not entitled to make e docivior

_Bevertheless 1 think tho Hobrow University should officially eorrmnioute with -

%he Uaiversity Litrory of Gopenhagen and sk thom to withdrow thoir al&im in

fevor of the Jowigh pooploe

i

I think it iso L*:xpowm to claru\{ ﬁw 1:1‘%& which 1. h.wa mntiom&

4a this end prwicma reportge I fool thgt I have initmwd sotions wiiich mnm

roquire wooks and ronths, end which would load novhore unless we.find. pwpl&

on the 6pot who are really interested in teking over the several’ ta@kn mv*olwﬂm

X fool, fuwthor, th-t thero has beea & bagie error in ry miesions” we have -

underostinnted the tims reguired to achieve anything horoe Ae things mra,

I ghould hove oome hare for at loast half a year, 8nd, vhat 4o more irportant,

1 ghould hawe enjored co't:zloto fresedom of movemsnt 4n tho Zonod,” aomuxirﬁ
1-9/1:6 Bdouid and efforty AL 1 wap oxpected to o

2ore than & mere mmy of mituq,tion‘in ankmrta vhich was - mmtiwly

 eagy to doe . RS ) 18 3J15

Fow Cem. cx:w end the Cormissiom for € he Progervation of Fiwe Aris
and i&mmwnta have besn interested in ry mipsion by R:bbi Philip .lernstels,
emd I undorgtand that I have been invited to Borlin only boceuigs the Military
Autrorities vont m to go into the Britich Zome and lzber weport & © them,
If ¢ bis moant a phort visit, I would be propared to undortske 4ts i have,
howaver, serious doubts as to whethar am;t‘d.n of irmortanes could e ecoomplinhy
Poring « rushod 4ripe Wrecver; I feecl ¢hat 1 should bo wory enreful in thvg

over & tosk on bch&lz of the ¥ ilimry Authm-ii:iam Thers way be no vipidble
e 3 Bt w11l am ven e rames s Yervomy ohoud smvey 133 ernl b iaebo. A e teae A s
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Eyeéstudied si tuation OffGQbanh depot one week mstaying two more weeka than
~-fiy£ng‘Munich Berlin Hambufg stop onehalf millioh te sevenhundred fiftythousand
.7booés ere walting policy from ¥ashington regmrding disposal or removal from
GorAany stop Among them twohundred thousand are idantifiable Jewish libraries
vﬂrious eastern countries Poland and Baltio atatesﬂﬁop Food situation especially
preoarious stop unless declsion reached until Auguot dangar imuinent Jews loose
evarything stop Frofeasor Pinson Hyself Detot Direotor urging immediate astion
stoy German mansgement loeally taking over after present director departura August
atcp Sorting books nsarly completod moat valnabla Jewish Iibrary Cermsny Austria
not here except half Braalau stop Removal even Paris or 3tateg recommended stop
‘How long will Megnes stay States awaiting 1nformmtion oare jointfund Paris

Rogards  GCHOLEM
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TELEGRAM

0

Tos Hebraw Univarsihy Jeruaalem

Upon ralisble reports end reeponsible opinions 1ncludlng Jehwarz and Rabbi
ﬁléxander Rosenberg nawly appointed adviser to Amoricsn Army on Jewish relliglous
mattera we urgs Magnes apeed up Americen journey and crestion united Jewish front
Tack of which has slready caused evil results for Jerusealem and mey ceuse loss of
books for ever. Has ﬁraenkel succsed prepering anything? Hap University recelved
minutesof Barnns Commlttse appqranﬁly working towsr4s America transfer. Our
sympathies with aanatmr 1nibsreavsmsnt.
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! AGENCE JUIVE POUR LA PALESTINE

i OFFICE PALBSTINIERN DE FRANCE
' 83 Avenue de la Orande Armée, 83
PARIS (XVI)

|
|
!
! April 30th, 1946

j
The Hebrew University
JeruFalem !

- —— o — W T T W —. - -

|
Dear Friends,

!
1 Thig is our third 1ntter to you. After having spent two weeks in
PBTI%, the situsation rppardlng our travelling facilities to Germany is as

fo]lows.

1) In order to get to Germany two things must be arranged:
a) One must be "called forward", a term used for an order from
UNRRA authorities. This has been granted in rrinciple through
the medium of the'Joint. The papers are expected any day.

i

' b) A military permit must be ylantnd by the Militsry Authoritiew
| in Faris (%eo our first letter April 79th). Foc this permit
we have applied: as soon as we came to Paris., On the 17th of
April. Our application has been forwarded to .the Interallied
Commission in Berlin, but as yet there is no anawer from them,
excdent a rejection from the Vlanna authorities to admit us to
Austria,

2) The difficulty is that in Paris hhere is nobody who can decide,
and pnrtxcularly the Joint has no influence with them, as their own people
are Amerlcun% and coming over provided wilh all the necessary papers from

ash%npton. We are doing everything possible to speed up matters but we
are not sure whether we will succeed in the next days. We will see the
Officer who has to get into contact with Berlin the day after to-morrow.
As soon as we know any results, we let you know.

3) We took the advice of the Joint and the Jewish Agency to have onur
uniforms ready in order to be able to leave as soon.as we get the permit.
e héve made all these preparations.

4) Possibilities to enLer Germany by civilians has been recently
ightened up thoroughly and’dJ’ficu]tleq are made as far as the Military

Authorltlea are concerned, Fven the Jewish Agency which hag a good qtandlng TR

w1th|the authorities finds it pretty dAifficult to have things done,

' 5) We have had a long talk with Mr, Gideon Ruffer, a errpsentat1ve(of:
the Iew1°h Agency in Germany and Austria who has returned %o Vienna last ORI
Bunday. We discussed with him the Austrie businesr, and he thought he m1ght

get the Jewish Community in V1enna to apnly to the Americans to traunsfer their
libraries to the trusteeship of the University through the Jewish Agency. If
he: eu%caeds there will be no necessity for us to go to Vienna at all. I am
encloqinp the draft 6f the letter which I have given to Mr. Ruffer which he
ehnu?d suggest to the Jewish Community to sign. He thought the matter qulte
eagy.,

6) We have also applied through the Jewish AFency for entry visas for

Prqgup, but according to the .Agency people here it will take weeks to get 1t.
|
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| We have been making several arrangements for exchange etec. between
the lerary and French and Jewish institutionsg in Faris and we have
reported about it fully to Frofessor Weil.

; 1 .
i | With kindest regavds to all

of you
:  (Sgd) G.. Scholem A. Yenri

P.S. | Please convey our kindest regards fo our families.
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Memo concerning Professor Scholem's activities in Germsny
on behelf of JCR in 1952,

Auguét 1952,

Profeqeor Scholem g activities in G@rmsnv ere necesssry
in order to wind uvp vnfimished businees left there by
Dr. Wormen end Dr. Arenit.

Prof, Scholem, o vice-Frecldent of our orgsnization, will
spenl the greater part of September in Frankfurt and
serroundingsiend in Berlin. His speciel tesks will con-
sist in negotiations with Jewiéh communities reg riing

-------

1nformat10ms LbOLt XhE nhwxax&amkx developments andy
location of Jew1sh treasures in the:Bastern zone ofgg

Germany. f ﬁw

These delithe metters have been dis cuéused in detail
with. myqelf Dr. Worman and Dr. Arendt.

Por this purpose, he will need vp ,o 1.000 ™M which I pro-
Wopgﬁgjiogg t his digpossl accordlng to his request.

JRS 2nd its re

y eppreciste every help and sassistence which
gional office may be able to render to him,.

4
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Telegram to American Section: of SHAFF , sent through Genera,l Gikés, Cairo, 6.7, 45.

(same text sent als‘o to SHAEF , BLA British Landing Army, but no reply
: E‘ recelved)

The Hebrew University J erusalem wh:l,ch is the one Unlverslty and the highest seat of learn-
ing bf the Jewish Feople and whose Board of (,ovemors is composed of representative:
American British Palestine and other Jews is anxlous to serve as the authorized repository
for |the Jewish Libraries Historical Documents J ewish Ayt Ubjects as well as the Antisemitic
collections which the Allied 1‘orces have come upor in Germany and A'ustria atop

.

The Je\ush National and Univers:Lt;y Library Jeruselem affiliated to the Hebrew Univer31ty

: contains ever fourhundred twentythousand volumes in meny languages and subjects and serves

in partlcular the Institute of J emsh Studies andlthe School of Oriental Studies at the
University stop . ; . :
ThesL departments have a 1arger number of dﬁ&sting‘uished Jewish scholars dealing with Jewish
and lOriental subjects than any JewJ.Sh institution janywhere and the whole scholerly world
v:ould recognize the fitness of' deposlting in the Ioly City the libraries documents and
collections now rescued from the enemy s hand stop

The University pledges itself to make special provision for the care of these collections
and their use without distinction of' rece or creeq and undertakes to restore them to the
communities or insfitutions w’m.ch ‘once ovned them 'should these ever be reconstituted. stop
We have commnicated our desire to the State Depazjhnent at Washington and the Colonial
Office in London and we appeal to you to give us your full aid stop .

This| would be. regarded by hlstory as a step whlch was in accordance with the scholarly
traditions efidtthe humene asp:.ra,tions of the Allied peoples : -

3

; Chaim Weizmam Chairfman Board of Governors
Hebrew University -

Judsh Iv}agnes : President Hebrew University
J
‘l

Prom|United States Group Control Council RD and R Divis_ion to _Judeh Magnes President

' distmguished Umversity as authorized repository f’or Jewish 1ibraries documents and art

the Hebrew University Jérusalem, Palestine, 20,VII,.45 - '

Receipt is acknowledged of your cable eight July 1n which you of’fer the services of, your

objects uncovered in Germany by allied forces pd ‘

:

All possible measures are being taken to locate- sejmre and preserve. such archives and objects jals

Their ultimate disposition w111 be a matter for determination by the guadrtépartite
Allled Control Authority for German CMA in accordance with international policies on
restitution pd ‘ ; .
a 5;1
Lack of authority and trang

portatmn prevent thelrr
Allied Control Council- pd. Your Ring of fer will’
final disposal is determined

storage outside the jurisdiction of the
receive most careful consideration when
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I viaitad the Jewish ;;brary‘or th:ae million books 1n
Offenbac - Thig- is the collectio

i’éai gaat @ommg;tng edft@e’ :
adtienthe; woa’eateskas
ove PREOORGLS 5¥ w3l be ore sponel b d& oy hen
1-3 gﬁﬁgo&angat®c&inea : a7
ngent Rggklthalia Ccolle ction) and also

| ”ﬁﬁt“ra§$ﬁmﬁ%ﬂbrship of approximatel& 50-60% of all the books 15“

23528

P
S

\fl

all t e book

m%?

unindentifiable, At the beginning’ of Mardh 1946, a Jewish eaptain
POMERENCE {USA) was appointed director of this library. "He is a
very good friend of our cause, Zionist, sousin of the Poale Zion

leader Pomerence in Americas Hisxpfofession 1s archivist. He

promised to protect our imterest; buk first of all he meeds sone

time, to get some order into the whole business and to find out

the best way. He-asked me to- let our interested people:-know that
an intervention in Washington and especially ‘a publlic campaign -

at presat could only 4o harm end arouse the interest of the Russians,
He suggests that we should act on the grounds of "legal successor-
ship®. A list of the Yeshivoth and other cultural institutions
with thelr respective directors who have transferred their seat to

L]



http:appoint.ed

6206¢T

g—

=belongin
applicat ions,

sort=out-=books

to
On the grounds of these

)

-2
=authorisation=

ampiled and communicated to him with an

to these institutions.

Palestine should be ¢
-gpplication=for=

£ Capt. S.Pomerenze,

there will be a legal way to transfer meny books.
ThHis 1s ths addrs

623,

" Det., F.13 2nd M.G.,

§3 0

B e s e o

Bn. Sep. A.P.O.
U.S, .Amu

I want to emphasize ﬁh@ﬁ.we should too deal with the matter ver
seriously, as the library constitutes an #rreplaceable Jewish

ultural-—value.—

y

£
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General J.H. Hildring :
" Assistant:Secretary.. of| )
Department of Stata o
Washington, D, C.‘ SEREIF SN I S

Sir- "’5

*,-‘ The Commission en Eur0pea
bega-leave to submit- te iyou & plan’ or
matetdiSposition of the ‘Jewish, religioubﬁan

af .in

e

":wJ The Gommissio
1eaders, scholars and- eduoatcrs“w
together include in- their“membersh
Ameriocan ‘Jewish” oommunity sha
these ob jects! ‘and’ ‘are Yoollal
to save them for mank’ d ind

meriocan Jewish-reéligious .
.J8 wish organizatigns,~

‘tknow:/pregisely who
1 tha list of our - members on the reverse. i

~nvFor more than a thousand ye
Jewxsh ‘eultural and. relig:ous life.
those of Germany and:Poland® develo
and othey cultural 1nst1tation

direotly or-ind 1rect7§ s

. ‘turn’ supportediby:th
the Jewish: Theological Semin

Jewish cultural ‘institutionio ~pl
ed iits faculty: and\student body xfroml@ll EurOpe
gerved:Jewish communitias not only hroug hout Europe’ Q
| Palestine, ‘the ‘United Statas ~the Bnitisﬁ Gommonwealt 0
- and other. eountriea' rior to 1914 it was |
0

| : gsupported. b
- various ‘Aust ro-Hnngar an\prov%ﬁces,‘mos§ £ w
oF

ich’ are’no-longer -
1 ri an fter 1918 Unlted StatGSﬂ jouth
| oa, tger oountries “ phs b

: e
‘ Thus ‘the: Jewish spirit waqvnourished andv
vigarous in spite of. theldispor 10f thelhde
the world. The instrumenbali ies
1 physioal embodiment, of,thl‘yl
\tual and" intelleotual activity were
‘"serolls'iand other: religious .
]a priceleas heritage’ andlone»
' Jewish- people. In order'to"

1nature of's these culturaI“treaalras W

3

”mohg
'ﬂ’

‘I a8 you,’ Slr; undoubtedly know aafterpthe Nazis' bagan- to
| govern Germany .in 1953 they ostablished’ tnire ‘a number: of so -
oalled researoch: 1nst1tutes for: the” study“of&what they ‘Were.. pleased
‘to call.the Jewish: problem #,0L. thesej, theilargest and "bestyknown:..
was the - Insti’ tut zur Erfoﬁ chung’ de«iUudenfrage, which the Nazi_
Party ostablished at Frankr K é

‘notorious Alfred Rosenber

tutes to provide a pseud

vH

e o T

i ~123530
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Semitic propaganda Which constituted one of the ma jor. political '
weapons of the Nazi Party|and by which théy sought,‘all ‘too suc-
eessfully, to turn not only ‘the: German’ peo leibut'all peoples' ., i
against- the Jews. But in order'to conduot heir specious studies
tthese ‘institutes: wanted;  so that “they might’ distort. and:falsify,
i Jewish books and other products of. tKe Jewish spirit angd - mind. o
=ﬁ¥ %e .0of thel groat: a%d %rOﬁ aradoxgs of" h%T o
o stor , at he same»timettha az s ere 0x ermlna n the
Wews oesgggf ggg ege arefull and et igfl col % E% :
|§ %ﬁem as- mean 90 Eew sﬁ ann%giﬁutrh,“ P ieﬁg Ba% %ﬁg Kd-' .
of tho recent war, tho' Germah Government 80 Nt Party son~ . .-
|iscated and transferred ‘to"these researc stitutosiithg: v
libraries of .individual Jows ‘and of-Jewis nstitutions .and com-'f
“munities within "Groeater’ Germany" and:thg™ oountiias? cccugied by
the German armies, and'numercus. , valuablei-colloctions:o ;Hebraica
hd Judaica from the Jewish; Div1sionSfof German libra iegw :
ipal, university and - others --many Xo .
WS, e -

_ When the Allied Armies occupied Germany, K found:- artB K
of these expropriated'llbraries in huge cmghes’ in the vicinit
Frankfurt &' M. and other parts: rat  vaious:places,: notably:Berl n.
The Offioce of Military: Government of' the™ nited St%tes ‘pized and
+ Has stored: these: book . and| 0T T relifious rand: cul turals: tre%s%res

ot which 1% establisiid in:0 Za.g ouhgyrafngreagte;

é'rzsrxhi SR %3

OU.'[‘ S 0.?.

-----

H;(i);,y

_ _ A1 nder such‘con- )
‘ itions that they are in grave danger”of‘physical deterloration, H

( placed in the custody and under the col
) competent to identify and catalogue th"

i, CRRCRE I ST Al IS S ' CR
_It‘seems,yery‘g ear“to,us,an

)

quire thet they be so disposed of. as to serve two purposesﬂ‘MUJ y
n%gative and the other positiVe. ‘
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They must, in the first placo, be 80 disposeiwof that they oan
| never again be misused to ma&e war upon the Jews, by‘”rocesses of
disFortlcn and falsificatlon, end thus to disturb the trenquillity -

of the worla.

3 ey v" )
Tt

This implled thet to, the extent them thex exoeed the religicus~

andteultural‘needs of the Jews who may;een&;gg o‘reside ‘inithe
countries of their origin, they ‘must- be removed»therefrom. That they
greatly sxceed such needs, actual and’ prospeotive,lthere can be no.
doubt. The attempt of the” Nazie and of their enti~Semitlo accom- } '
pllces simultaneously to destrcy ‘the Jewe of Europe and to preserve
their religious and cultural treasures‘has’resulted 1n ant‘pprmous .
disproportion between the numb ' ’

Yind s

a5;is§roportion whioh emi—i'
gretion can be . expeoteé to 1ncreaee. Whereas in lQBB there were
appﬂoximately 6 500 000 Tews 1n Europe, exclusive of- Russia .and
the British Isles, today there aro only about l 250 OOO Whereas
in 1955 there wero epprox1mately 560 000 Jewsrin Germany an& in ‘
1958 there wore. more then 200 GOO in Austrie, today there -are; only
about 15 000 in Germany; exolusive of displaced personSeand only

treasures that still remain in Europe,

4 about 5 000 in .Austria. Whereas in, 1959 ‘there- Were 3,300, 000 Jews 1n

' We heve spoken is greatest in- th

Pcla?d ;850,000 in Rumania and 700 OOO in: Hungery, todey ‘there "
are .only 165,000 in Poland, only 570 OOO in. Rumania ‘and’ only 200,000
in Hungary . You will observe ;" Slr, that-. thefdleproportion of whioh

, oultural objeots whloh had their ' ‘

i~

{
I
!

: IIIOI‘G

&ustria.'

To the sextent that these ObJeCtS exceed the religlous and

+ cultural needs of the Tews who still reeide ‘and . are 1ikely to oon—'

Sh

i tinue to reside in those ccuntriee or elswehere 1n Gentrel Eurcpe,r

they muet be removed therefrom for two reas ns. The first is that
"in no. other way can they by made to serve-the needs of - ell surviv1ng
Polish, German and Austrian Iews..As the result"r normel emigration

such Iews llving abroad than 1n Europe vaiously, they oan-“vw
njoy the religious end cultural treesures of the Jewries of E

not ]
thaig netive lands . even vioer*huE1v ‘unlees the their religious

.'.:

if"3332
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leeders, scholers and eduoators, scan: heve access Yo them. b~\p
viously, too,. their 1ntereet 1n these objeotsgie no lesexthen .that
of their less fortunate brothe e&who, largengagainst their will,

still llve in Europe.. Any disposition oftthe “objeotSIWhioh aid

b inequitable.» o of.:;\ o

The second reeson.why the excese of,the

g ‘teken from Europe ie that in no, other Way‘cen they be made to :88TVe
f the'roligious .and culturel needs, .of. the' Jewiehvpeople‘asﬁaiwnole.

"As the result, of .the annﬂhiletion of millione”m(,European wJewe, An-
cluding most of thelr religious leaders, eoholers:end teaohers, end
of tne diSpersion of the: survivors, Europe 1s no longer, and it is s
very unlikely that 1t oen again become, a- center\ofMJewish spiri~

W utal |and cultural ectivity. The great, centers of suoh aotivity are

d now, and w 11 continue to be, Pelestine and the United ‘States,!’ , _
where so many thousands of the’ survivorsy of European Jewskheve : .
found refuge. Consequently, not only must the exeess of these ‘], '
' Jewish. religlous and culturel treaaxres be removed fn>m Europe -but
-they’ nust aleo ba s0 distributed among ‘Jewish oommunities through—

j out. the world as best to eerve the Spirituelsend oultural needsfof
the I%Wish pevple as a whole. This" implies that their restitution 4' g
cannot be ‘and should not be governed by nerrow legelistic conwﬁh“' : .
oeptions of ;title. Such conoeptions may ‘be " entirely appropriete An' " @
the case of property heving only . eoonomic velue but ere Whollylinr ’ ﬁ
appropriate in the case of these treasures whoeeutelue 1n money r

.whils| large, is:wholly incommensurete“WLth their sentimental v&.ue.-»
It is as. a eymbol of the potentiellties .0f “the’ human mlnd and -
spirit end as an instrumentality of their. further development thet

these objects have their reel;andxinoeloulableivalne.:‘

iohaeots must bo, '

s ‘fIII"',, L RSN
) In the llght of the forevoing oonoideretfons we 'wish to ' i
(inropooe to you the policies by which the ultinete dispoeition of
Oooupetion should be governed If they are eoproved by our ’ ‘
Government, we urge that. it endeavor to - persua&e the’ British, Frenoh T

: end Soviet Governments to adopt them ‘for .the zones whlch they . S B

' i f B S i

'raspeotively oooupy. ‘ 1 _ . 1

|
i
i
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nd differently owned wSemelofqthemxwere”in‘-‘

SR

both. ‘the, interests of their former ownors end the interests of the
Jewish peeple in them. However,,this basic principle:Wilf to mie—“

aREl}?d gjl %“"éir S%Eems%‘?ﬁ%nial Yo %de?nﬂ B he

was onf% ege negene?%éla&uoggg¥g%g gggm&ﬁe itugig %1gw%§gggip

‘ property were: the members - of . the oommunity or the Jews whom:the. in-

Fitutlon was. . oreated  to seryve, eitherithe Jews: ofzaeregion oriall

Jews., It is these beneficiali “interestsi‘and: not™ ‘dry-légalntitle
Whloh muet be reSpected inithe*disposition: 0f°ﬁhese'0bjects.wﬂﬂ:ne
LA "“1‘ o Bpow et = ‘:-~1 ..-;)vv. aJ‘.}:. ‘.~ '., 3
For example, in: l953~the .Jewish" ‘community. ofwBerlin
Whieh then numbered 160,000 persons,Aownedhaellbrery“of ‘mord than

ol s n the ' Jewish y unit of ‘Vienna whieh
ghén QuaBauas 188n806 peggens ?owne& EQ TaTY. gf §4 688 d1umes; ﬂj
These llbreries contalned many. rare: 1teme and, werse; used" not“only ’

¥ member% 8 ¢ mmunltﬁee but’ by Jewish' end‘other sqhola gir
‘of the entirex wor d. Today; 4 eJJew1sh ic ommunit iniBerl 1nuen DERICE RS

ienna n mber’ respeetivel¥ ‘6 1090k endf4“oop“p%£eonin S0 me’ 1whom
ers, man of“whom we enge members tQ

jeos,’ :
ien, 11 [x 68" sscurcdfnat Inder dsian an tﬁgsieian %aWaﬁﬁ%ﬁg By

communtities, it would, neventheloss, be ‘mosti:unw serandﬁunfa roto .
restore these: Tivraried toithem' - unwise because the" alsmost oertain
; result .would be. their,dissigetion, -and unfair because:;the interests

of the much larger number o members of. the’ old’ communities ‘who *"
gf % roed'und of” then‘ew is wpeople Would“be seoriflced n.the:
ter ‘0 gal title.: 5 : R - .«f uﬁ.‘“

'This basic policy. of respecting both’the beneficial ownezek"
ehip of Jewish religious. and cultural’ propertyiand the 'interest. ' of
the Jewieh psople 1n them ehould be epplied in the followingynanner.

zh‘ch bed th ir situs in- Germeny 01
'y Fep i R R0 At 4 sl",j [ RE A g “,

l Objects whieh oen be adequetely identiried as! heV1ng been

1ndividual%g ggned should be restored to th ir fo
owners i ga a1 ¢CoSSOrs upon se fec or roof -
of ownership, ,bu %e-falling Wibgin this oetegogypwﬁgoh

are ownerless_ or Wh h ar 1 d
.8r8 R8E°% %?sfuctorii 52aB19sR5R° 8, 5tgims Lo which'
as hereinafter provided 1nésu Eggagigpufg g Lsposed °

"
Vet ¢ 1y

R ;m B

ewned by a Germen .or Aue Jewish communltm«which hasi::
L v L GRS |,q mi R e e d bl

TR i,\t“‘«ﬂ, R ;i'}.,...

1723534

2.;Obﬂects whieh oan-be. adecuate: 1deet1fied Qs h&v1ng”beenﬁ;wwk




survived or been reconstituted, .should be restored to the community, upon .
. satisfactory proof of ownership, in prooortion to the prospective religiﬁus_
. and leultural needs of the community and its capacity to retein, to care" for,'
and ;to use them for the religisuse’ and cultural’ purpaaes=for whig¢h: they wore T
intended. Objects falling wibhin' thlascategory which?'ra‘ownarieas or which ‘
are [unclaimed or the conditiéns of whose. reatoration’to”their owner are not
.satisfied, should be: dlapased of as. hﬂroinafter provided n sub-parawraph I-4,

5 Ubjects which" can be adequately identlfled a8 having been owned by a German
- or Austrian Jewiah philenthropic or.icul tural. institution ehould be-restored. o
v ta the instltutiﬂn, if it atill exists, upon satisfactary proof.of -ownership, |
. provjided that the claimant clearly eatablishes that' Lt"needs and will hold and
© . uee the objects which it claims for! the philanthropic; educational, ‘gcientific
.oer other cultural purpose for which they were intanded ory some similar:purpose,
. ~-Objects ‘falling within this categnry. which ars ﬁwnerlas ‘ot ‘which are unclaimed !
. or tpe conditions of -whose restvratlon are. not aatlsfied‘ should ba diapoaed of f
‘~ashﬁrelna£ter prnvidei in eubwparagraph I~4 e ‘

P

4., A1 obJecta vhich cannot be aﬁequately identifipd a9, falling withln any ‘of the !
. .abﬂv% cetegories and all objscts wnich can He sn. identified ‘but which sre - L 1
ownerlsas ~r uncleiwed or the cnnditlcns of ‘whoge. restitution ‘are‘not.-satisfied
ehould be distributed sm>ng Jewish: religious and*cultural ‘inetitutions:upon -

and in accordance with the rgcommendations ‘of the’ ‘group’ fof#Jemishireligious
lead?ra, scholers, sducat-rs, constituting the'Bosrd 'of *Advisers hereinafter
referred to, who will be guided in: making such recoﬁmendations by ‘ths religiouav
-and cultural needs of the Jewish people -and esp’ cially of ‘the. surviving vietims
of N321 versscution ond -also by. the' deelre of the Jewish peopla to pay: tribute
Lo those victita wha 4id not’ surv1ve, ‘a3, for: ‘example, : ‘by ‘establishing a’library
in the Hebrew University in Palestlne‘a 1a memﬂrial”tﬂcthese martyra for their -
faith. - L ‘ : ;

I1 In the case ~f objecta which had tbelr situa 1n Rumania,“ﬁungary, or: Italy: SR :
g \;.,.” P ‘“V‘ . ~A

The same policiee should be apnlicd but the resulta bf thelr appllcahinn to.
these objects end to those which had “their situarln.Germany or Austria mill
differ in de&ree. & much larger proportion oft the! former:then of: the: latter
will be restored to their ownere, whether individuale)™ ‘communitiéa or.institutions.
While, ae we have pointed out, only abﬁgt ‘15,000 JGWS‘HDW*liVe in: Germ&ny ‘and,
only]abﬂut 5,200 in Austria, there are still’ about 3705 000 in Rumenisa,- about
200,000 in’ Hunaary, and about 40, 000 ‘in Italy. lorsover,’a much'larger pro-
partﬂon of the Jewish. communitlea and 'of ‘the Jew1ah cultural institutions~of
those countries heve escs=pod deatruction and ‘ars elther parforming their normal
?uncﬂlnns ar capable of resuming thelr performance under maTe fartunate
conditions.’ : e

{

I1I In thﬂ case ffObJEPtB which had thuig sltus 1n Pnlend or in One of tha Baltic
States. L _ L {quéf ,

" The same policles should be app}ied but ‘their applioatiﬂn to these!objacts ia
eonditisned upon the consent of, thg Polish and Soviet’ Governments,  We urge: that
aur quernment try to abtain. thvir cﬂnsent. We *spsoially urge, that Aneofar
a8 thase objects oxcsed the relioious and cultural*needs of'the' ‘vanishing Pnlieh
Jewish population, our Government also try t» induce the: Poliah Government tO‘

; renﬂunca its rights to have the axcasa returned to Poland. r T S

l
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i Wa 8150 wish tﬁ suggest to. you the menner in which these p01101es should .
P be implemented . and administered.

L.

1. The Offfce ofo111tary Governzent of the ‘nited States should declare
cthat 1t ~r sowme ‘other official agency holds Jewish religious and culturel objects
fin the Americen Zone of Occupation aa trustse f£or their f~rmsr owners and for tre

Jewish people.’ if however, the Unitad States snd the other occupgping powers
fshﬂuld subaequently recognize some Jewish body as the trustes of Yewish property

in genaral and as the agency for restitution and indemnification, thess cultural
treassures abwuld alsn in that event be included in 1ta trustseship.
d |

R P

TSR RT3

e e 2%

The Offioe Af Nilitary Gnvernment wf ‘the dnltbd States should creato a
Baard of Advisers tn a%sist it in the ex-educﬁtion of its trust,

It should be

‘ [ the functinn of the Bnard to mssist the Trustee in all watters releting to the

i | selvaging, eafeguerding: end disposition of these objects. The membersof the Board
should: be appointsd by the Trusteo upon the nomination of the Commiesion on

) ‘Europeen Jewish Cultural Reconutructlon ‘the Hebrsw Unlvarsity, and the Synagogue
é : Council ‘of America, For ths reasons st:ted by Dr. Magnes in“hislettar to you,

. dated Juns 4, 1946, it 19 approprints and, indeed, imperative that ths University
? should be included amnng tho organizations which. %ill nominate the msmbars of the
i Advisory Boerd. The inclusion of the Council is fitting because it is the organi-

5 zation most reprasentative of Jawiah raligious intsrests in the United States,
N Lo : '

i ! f Tha creatlon of this 3Board will TGCOUHiae the special and exe1u31ve
G b interest of the Jewish people in these abjacts and will provide the Trustee with’

the snscielized knﬁwledgﬁ both of tha objects themselvsse snd of the religious.and

E cultursl needs of the Jeqish peopl's without which the Trustae vill find it difficult
i ' if not imposaible, to axecute ‘the trust.

P
|

( 5. The Trustee “hould delegeto to the Librery of Congress the task of classi-
\fying and cataloguing thnse objects end of ascertzining their former situs end

\ owners. Cateloguing will grzatly facilitets the salsguarding end ultimats dis-
1 position of theee wbjecta, and it is =& task which only librarians,
|

biblingraphsrs,
and ﬂthgr expsrte can norswrm.~
i ’ 1
. \, 4, Tha Trustea Bhould ascertein what Jewigh religious end cultural objscts
1, . . “of eséac;al value have been lost, destroyad or irreparably demaged since their

conflscation, end should require thet ' they be roeplaced by siamilar objsctes of com~

perable va]ue, if such can‘be fﬂund in Garman or Austrian 1ibrariaa, archives and

z musaums,~ Ce @x$~; ;

i ERET e ;1.Z~-~,n S At

i 5. Tha iruatce gshould oreate sppropriate tribunals to pass upon claima to
these objéete, A, German ar Austrian tribunal is not an apprqpriats oneG .

Un Apri]
27, 1946, it wss annpunczd 'by the 9ffice of Militery Government that it proposead to
return the control of | “nranvrty which was the subject of ...... wrongful acts of
. confiacatinn, ‘disposséassion;. or -spoliation™ to ths Gorman land governmsnta which |
i ars to assume responeibility for ite rsstitution. "We protest as emphaticelly.as we
osn ageinat ths inclusinn of Jewish religious snd cultural objscts in thie programyf
To entrust tha. dlspoaibiﬁn ﬂf thess objeots 1o the Yerman lend governments or oths

Cun German agencles is to desecrate them end graetaitously to affend d@eply the Jewis f
people. . o :

.

i
-
i

o g
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‘ . 6y The Trustse should dmpoee nf thess: obJGcts in accordence with tho
\ pﬁliriea hereinabove sat forth, anrl the recnmmarxd tions of the Board of
¥ Advisers. . ‘
‘\' ~ I should be glad tn d;iaouss t,heae matt@ra with you if.‘ you 80, deaire.
19 ) ' :t-‘-‘:"‘»'v * N - ‘
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- c/o UNRRA.

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTIO N COMMITTEE

Local address:

AP.0. 787 cfo P : ’ e ‘ "~ Slebertstrafe 3
Pastmaster New York C . : - " MUNICH
S : ; : . . ‘ : ’ .
o7 L ‘ o . July 24, 1946

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN; -

thg giihe B earer of this letter,"Profs Gerhard Scholem, |
of the Hebrew University -in Jerusalem, 1is on' sn official
mission in Germany for & short time; He hes been assigned,
on behalf of the academic world, to investigate extant
Hebrew b o0ks and treasures, end sverything that can be -
done to facilitate his mission will be deeply appreciated,
a ' Mre Bonry Lilienheim, of the A.JuD.C. staff, hes
been assi:gnad tn assist P ~Scholeme .o :
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granted Lransport

SUBMITTED w THL COMETASION ON
V30 TS CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION
Flreg #anp praLIe

(R SEPLHA NI 1 X
CHEL YT T

The Comnlaalen an.udeﬁunn Jewliah Cultural Hecvmbruotlon way
atarted & yonr Agd|es a fact- -findling egency whose ultimate
poal was Lo combi no with stmiler hadies in Ungland (British.
JewSah Tlaborleal Baeiaby) end In Falestine (Hahrew
iniversity) Lo o internationnal adviaory hoard to ths
Allled governzents Yor the salvage, restitutlon, and ultimste

redlstritntion of Jawizh cultural and relipdons treasnres in
&urore, ; :

Troordar to holn W"’&;Ch the ddenid **‘cﬂf ion, locellon, and
wl'iqﬁtn esbai:Liahmont of losses, Lhe (ow‘i3a}a” pubLished an
oxbanalive annlnpn0~-'F@n akive List of Jewlsh Culbural

Treasurea In Axla-Decupled Countrles=-of all Jowiah X

l?ﬁvnr1nx, U F Tt b ann srehives a3 bhey exlasved Trefore Tazl
conflneo i:ﬂ, vjbn an gpeendix Liabing mors lmportent col-

Lgcb1on@ 0.l hﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ'%fh Livreriag, archivaes, and

Lhe

musemwmis.

ey A : 3 .t
o Hepobor 1ML, Protaessor Koppel s, Plnson, the Jeerebory of
1y IR

the Gomalaslon, ncnt avar to fermany as Fues!
of bhae fnnvlﬂrn-ﬂe ot Joint latelbution Co
uaﬂranfbew e wna :

Pt} ﬂ}'
Lirraee-nan rm tilbleae nr

o dlobrelen In

o)l Mlireclor
hhve, Sinrtly
by Judpge 10Ind ts band n

ta bthe hmge devots of Judeeln
Cone, aspeclally iw SR

el

< ‘%‘\
Loy
]

The - orgenizatinng during
Lo wl me Wil of pecc;nlbion

angd art GOwlﬁttlﬂnﬁ“’N
Jewlash Depvbles in F“

she lansbt yenr tried
Cor the looted lewlsh boolk
ﬂﬂﬁnfﬂﬁuﬂ? zipned by the Zoavd of
wetand, the fmeriesn anish “onferanos,
the Yorld Jewish Gohgrass, und an JTowlalh Tgency n” Pnlosbina
peensed Lo establish) thie ilebirow University In Palestline asg
Lae sole truatee ofitha Jaslsh ’ urope.,

cnltural troasuyaes . in
The Hobrow Unlvers 3?? 1tself contacted diffarent agencles
zuch as the Aaerlcan! suctlon of UIHAEF
“enaral In ﬁGYUdSlQJi

and the fSazriesn Congnl
ahrew Unlvoersity

Mo ansvaer Lo the genmral claba ¢f Lhe
hiad meen slven, bul Lwo exparba have Laen

i . « vy
Trellitica ond nye expaclod in Cormany
shortlya '

[


http:n.genc:!.os
http:IUfld.nd

24

r
|
|

In iMavch 1946, the Comalasion recelvad verlons letbters from
Capbein Pomrenze snd Professor Iingon, ”frﬂwﬂ}ﬁg Ehe follow-
ing pointa: j T

sdvl atle Lo btransCor all unldend

1. It would he 11
o lacts of Lhe NTunbach Tepot (probatly the Lu
thﬂ meterlal thore) to fmorlea because there Is a
vory Lutediste anil greet denger theb tie lovlet
Unlon nay ﬂlniw everybhing that oomes frow Russla,
PFoland, L thuanh, ths Beltie Otales, CZQCMOSlOVakiﬁ,
snd MUﬂS! |m¢cnp.¢d Cermany--vrogerdless of lagal
OWHQX'WLips P '
« Offlcinl clnins nb bLhis time from Jeleslilne, n country
”rnﬁ yhich ne pert of this colleeblon hng come end
whiichy, ui”QannnAaly, is nob rscogn‘“,d w8 poosessing
any legnl Clml: in roqL'Lubion proceedings, wonld not
OQL3 be not |recognlzed, bhub may sorve Lo sblmulnte
Rusalan clmj1s.‘
|
3e The ,?%wnrr}nP Congress Hlsslon, which hed secured of-
ficlal reprgsentobtion, will have facllitlos tﬁ have
nll unidentIfIinnle Looks sent to the Unlted Otabes,
where the Comalssion on Huropenn Jewlah Tulturel
Reconstruetion een take over and ultlinebely holp in the
reodls Lr‘hnbion. ™hig wonld solve the aain problem

i . ) :
whiech la Lo gat the books out of Germany as quickly ea '
possixlm. "

hae

3

v
i

The ﬁnmmﬁsmiqﬂfﬁhoreupon contaeled the'Sba?r and Tar
W@nnvrwonts and|the Library of C: ngran”. Turing nn extensive
telle with Pr, twbher Fveng of the Library of Romgrnrs, he

took the following abendi ‘ : i

T - ) o
Le e wes convineed Lhet we will never gel sny intaer- .
neblonnd Jawl inhoaship, almply Tor the rasaon Lhat
no private | group wouid have any ohence with wml!litary
autharitiask '

e
)

o~

2, ile suggno nqtcﬂi t‘ﬁ‘u tha ov Dceupatlonsl Authoritles
ghyonld nnpﬁlw Lhesly respoctiive nebl 21 Litireries aos
Lrustees of i ell cultural Jawliah prn Hfij Toumnd Tmo the

h

[l

voapuablva) 10 of ocoupatlion, rae hrugbeos opaln

ahione L npwnan Teowlah Lodles Lo net In v edvisory

onnnoi }

G The f-wnwnfp PAbvrary, et eny rnta, wonild bo wllling Lo
soanpt Lhelbrusteeshlips Fecokling, trensporb, and cate~
loguing wauld ho I%a rasponsthility. Jowlsh experts '
appointed by the Comalaslon mould-be Unlcen ow blhielr
own alaflfl, [ They sre nvﬂpnr@d to ndd Jewlsh exparta bo
thair own widasions In Zormeny. .

o - :

4, G!q‘v‘Hut‘mr af helrless end unldentlCIsble properhy
%uvlu tre ‘wda upen the pdvice of the Jewls: hodles,

] N

i
|
!
.
o
3
!
i
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fo In the cage of ilusglinn elalms for ldentiflieble Enstern
Jewish collaetlons, Fvans Suggesbod kFhat the Punsinng
Ry accertAmilibnrJ 1ibrardes now in the ‘acriesn Yone
in exehange for Jewish cultural {woperty orisinat 1qg
from ”u sian or ﬁne;ﬁnn dowinahnu Lerrkhory.»

l

. !
B uvana ¢oneluded by ampuasizing Lhﬂb tha ocoupying

powars ha@ ueoidad to soled £1) mIlltary or povly
<PB]]30L’011 Ths letter would apply anyhow to the

5f fenbach! P&pnt sInce moat ol the property thers

cones frow| the o ge qbcrg Perbty Institubte, end can be

eonfiacphed ir it '« ool id@ntifiable ﬁlllaﬁ property,

1
3

he ¢ Vow~l'w1mn L’ﬁn OAthgtad Lhe fnllowinw nebionel Jewicgh

;orﬁowiznhionk,with which 1t hes teen In close cooperetlon
" thronghont 1ts |existenee: The fAmerican Jowlsh Committee,:

The American Jewish Gonference, ‘and Lhe dorld Jewish
Congregsn, huring s (0]l wmeeting of the Comnisslon on May
12, 1t wes declded to submlt to.the State lapartment n

enor andym whlch fundenentally accepts Lho proposals of tha

Vihwﬂrg of Congross. Thia would meen that the /fmorlesn
Covermment wnw’a appolat the Librery of Congresa as trustee
over ol ﬂx’atiny depota of Jewlsgh art;, srchlvnl, end book
vollsoblons ~n’9h~ mreriesn “an0~~thjs bras bn@s‘ip Lo be
exarcingg_xn ghe intornah of the Wewish poople and lor Che
vurpnse of reeababllshing Jewlah Culburni ena rellpious

me A8 La ol jeohg, !

vdinc». “he Com niqqion shruld be recognlzed In an advisory
vaprelty in  alll phasez of the work, especinlly when per-
taining bo gqucabilona of reastitvtion end redlstribntion. In

thlg respecl, Bhe Tomalaston edopted the Followlng principles:
L - ‘ :
e iden "oblacks belonging bo prilvebe ouners shaell

bea ”ﬂa

EIGY e,

i bo bhie owners or.oto thely succassors In

53 = " FP 4 £ 3 i
e wdenb Mgl

obJects Coraerly ropsrty of ferman or
Aasbrlag v cominunitles .hnnld e denllt with In
e Following X aannar:  an view of Ldn fact that these
comunitles }gv@ dwindled down to o neglipible q!?ﬂ,
it Bhio mndordih; of thelr oy Qer e ﬂ‘“t‘% sow Live in
niher nau1tta@q, pacd ShatononaJoriby, bhe present
mombers im likely Lo malgrate dn the near fabure,
those ohileghal %nmwl‘ nni, almply ho resbored Lo them,
hult bha held ?ﬁ Eruat for n cortn‘n perind unbil 1t 1s
alned ibpf twé community wlil be shile to use the
ol leebs Car zﬁli ce and cultural purpsses pnd will
nnk aerll or ﬁqu »ﬂl them, - '

-

i

: l

ch belonged Lo inat?tmum*m af higher
laaming, uqnwlov*vﬂl qo»::«wlnd, and, other corporate
osnera, 1L wan nldled Lo telke Into conszldarablom the
fret that all ' ﬁﬂo Ingbitubions did not serve only
the needs of local Jewry, bhul Lhose of Furopean Jeuwry
az n whole nrdivvqn:thqqp o world Jewry in obther
worda, a malority ' of bhe atudenta and Leachers In
praniopieal lnz’iuzblwwo in Vienna, ! : dreglen,
wm@wcﬁhn, che.wove lfovalpners. ,Hu'hls Gretned in

v oservad In all eastern and centrel

1
{
e ‘W‘*lun"
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Tils corogn pool w31l also combyise Al

compunliles and sven In fmerice, roge v41e~“
“Libyﬁ I othe money Cor the oastahlle
rtoof theas instltutlions cane fro
5n9 Lo Uhe outbreek 27 the Tlrgt
; depended malnly oh Anericen Jewry
heflnrleblon of tho asrly‘twnu‘lr~ Yoreover,
giaee aope of Unese foundablons have heen resstabe-
lished, 1? wns ﬁwniﬂad En pub these ol icets Into the
fey v p??l daattugd for vlbimebe redlshribubion,

|I ' o

oz czlw
dar,

r}‘-q‘t 1 R
£y ;

‘
~bé§ L

v

untdent -
med ub Yeets,

“ -~ 1.
Lo roabl-

flahle nnﬂootu; 2ll helrless and uncln
el “?1 etmamameal oroperblas nobt avlegh
muomRaga“3fﬁﬁ§¥eg?nnh-‘

s
N
s
ER
t
¢

A )

lon ahinl)l Yo datomainsd by Lle enulbural

1 !
Aous needa of th»a?ewish roople all over
3 well un o Those Jewa ahin havo mu?fernd
o tha Manla.,. The erechion o a Men

the Hebrew imiveralt 7 to comamunyrnbe t&@
alaughcered Huropeen Jowa shionld bae
7oeonsldered,

i

v
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23rd August, 1946,

- : '

Dr. Stephen Wilse,: ' | ,

dewlah Inetitute on Réligion.ﬁ J e

Ay West GBLh Str#rt
rﬁ !URI\' . .

Y

v Lol o -
Dear Dr. Wige, -: LT e )

In conuertton with our. talk of ‘the 22nd angnust, I want to
sumniarise some of the points which I wished to stress, After my vieit to
Gernany, end haviny come to know tho situstion rﬂgardina ‘the Jewlish
libraries, 1 weuld liké to make the following guggestlonn*

The World Jewiqh Crugreas should be readf to” take a line
uniform to that of; tho other blg organigzations resarding the policy
sugzested to the State Department, I have not the slizhtest doubt
that {f grest Jpwi:h organizations quarrel between themselves, we stand
, no chance to get any decigion, and certainly not one on the line we would
! like most, The autbaritiog in Oermany are deadly afrzid of toking a

dacision and nre referriny everything to Washington. liverybody to whom
. 1 spoke, including the people of the Fine Arts and Mooments Commlssion,
implored me to do what I cenld to work for ome pollicy to be advoented,
; They say that if the Jews between themselves are divided, even the State
Department will be afraid of making & decicion, and the whols business may
Mnger for years, ‘To this st be added the fact that:I have not found
snybhody who thinks| 1t nowqible that a direct transfer of the libraries to
Palestine nay be achieved, and no- ﬁecision on that line 1a within our reach,
l

On the other hand, 1 conaider it very important to g@t thqée
collections, ams far as they are still there, out of OGermsny aAs soon as
rossible, The lengpr they remaln thers, the greater the danser will be
for losing parts of !them,  Any place outside Germany would be better than
to leave them &t thelr pregent place, although they are now Jeept in boxes
x after having been sorted in D VEery summary fashtona

I feel»that you. ag Presidant of the VWorld Jewieh Congress,
would render s service to our cause 1f you took such action as to ensure
that a united Jewleh front regerding ths machlnery to be set up for the
dleposal of thege books ba adoptedu

I am pot inla position to expreae An Opinion as to the value
of the muggestione madﬂ in the memorandum whieh has been submitted to the Stste
D partment by the COmmlttee of Spiritusal Instruction under Professor Baron's
chelirmanship. But~l can ssy that I am certain that act;on on these lines )
;a : ! ‘/
L /will\

0

123546



http:df.\n;:.er
http:r~S'l.ch
http:to'te.ke
http:cQnllectlon.wl

-

S

)

will he'pctter then Adiscussing and quatrelling for another period,

! ' : .

Ly I hope you w1l be able to diseuss $he eltustion with
Dre ¥Friederiuseh, I em aanding copy of this lattar to Dr, lpnes for
nle informution. ‘

Hl - -- '
. i I hopa very much that somothing w111 be ncconplished in
the neur future resulting in tha final restitution of theae eallectlons
to Jepueslen, although not Aircctly but through the intermedinry of n
responsilla Agency to be set up By the grent Jewisn organtantionsa,

i
i
5

#ith kind regerde and many thanis,

efinc=rely ynurn,

Grrhardt Scholem,

'

Ui/ hee, !
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AMERICAN J QEN'_[‘ DISTRIBUTION COM MITTEE l’/ ')“7’

i' 19, RUE DE WEHERAN
OABLIY & TELEGIAMS E PARIS (8" TELEFHONKS
JMMNTIRUND -1 ARLS . i LABORDIY 07-70
it . 88nd Hay, 1946, 70-84
I A ' :
!
'\ Dr. J. L. Mngnes,
American Priendq of the Hebrew University,

c
| 15 E. 40 Street,
| BEW_YORKCITY, 16. HEW YORK/

| ]
3 Dear Dr. Megner, “
| I am awfully sorry thet I missed you on your passing
: through rarle, I was advised that you would come through on the
i 18th, and I tried several times st Orly, meeting vartous 'plenes,
without finding you, snd only later I learned that you oame through
before I had expacted you, This is &1l the more regrettable &s I
wanted togive yon«a full picture of the state of. thinge here, which
I could have done]verv well within the hour of your stay.
1 sént you a ceble yesterday stating how unfortunntely
things have aeveloped lately. When the military suthorities in
"~ Berlin refused to asllow our entry intoGermeny, Dr. Schwarts .tried
hard to get = permit by some other means, through the J7.D.C.:
i representative in Germany. Thie wae granted after some: dalay, and
f Dr. 8Schwartz toldlme that the permit would be in in a day or so, &nd
s © I would be able to leave, dieguised as an Edunational 0fficer oé\
; ~ the J.i.C., sincerthe neme of the Hebrew Univereity seems to have.
or other suesplcions when we put forwara our fiiﬁt

;%'

aroused politienl
application. b,

Pl .

Dr.:Schwartz wag very optimistic about getting uws entry§
but things were delayed more and more. Finally, however, we did ) :.\
have word from American Hemdqugrters in Arolsen stating that theyi -k
had no obJections;to my coming if properly dooumentated, amd ¥ | U\
‘should be gent there for temporary duty on behalf of U. H.R. R.As |

- We thought everything was alright; but we vere bitterly disappointea
when ws learned that this approval had to be brought before tie %f
Security Offic araecond time, and they said they would have to oall.
back Berlin, which, I em afraid, means oalling just the same emthoridy
on whose files I have gone down as "permission refused,” which witi &
the military, is o pretty bad preoedent! The J.D.C. here tried %o
spesk to them, but ms far as 1 understand, to mo avail., The Liajeon
Offlicer here thinhs it might take up to another three weeks before
they get an snswer, and I am very much afraid 1t will be juat th§

game refussl as f had three weeks ago, .

|
|

o . .
Dl : ' ’ b \
: . < /The ,7 . ~ — - w‘l

am{g 153,
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The difficulty is this, that once you have been refused
by the Gentrel Authority, thera seeme to be no way to get around.
anyhow, I think I sm

‘them to try to slide in by soms subterfuge;
not entitled to 1eaVe here ne long as there may be any reasonsble

hope to get thingaletraightsned outfk and the J.D.C, 18 8t111 hopeful
to get my pemit through the intervention of the newly-appointed

Adviser on Jewlsh Affsire to the Amerioan Army in Germany, who is
This is nabbi Fnil Bernstein whom you may happen

to know,

Whenlthe firet refusal came 1n I cabled to Dr. Wise,
-but

asking for the 1ntervention in. Washington of : Zionist bodies,

now that youn are 1n the statea, I think you mey be able to deoide
what steps should,be raaeonahly taken from your end, and I am not
going to bother the Zionist Emargenoy Committees or the Jewish World

gongress sny further at this Junoture.

It you have any ideas or mndvice ms to what practiecal
stepe you may be sble to take with the Ameriocan milltary authoritiea,

pleage let me know,

' Maanwhile I have becn trying to get a Czech visa to
settle this bnsiness of the Books in Praguo and fresbourg, but I
have had the same viea diffionltiea with frague which we had in

Jerusalem, The people Just dont seven answer - not even our own
1 cabled on Leo Herman's advice, who thought

friends in Erague to whom -
it would be » very simple matter for them to settle my entry, but even

he keeps silent,;, We have sent seve sl cables, and I om still awaitimg
g visa,. Shauld 1t come through I will st once go there and seeée how
things are, analleave it to the J D.C, to find wt about the Germany .

eritry visa. . ,
I feel very dapressod about the fallure to get mmere wo
want to be., Ymarl hes left for falestine, since he thought that the

position was honelees and any:ow there would be no sense in two people
going %0 Gebmany aince we havecollected information sbout the situation

there which, in his Opinion wag qery unfavoursble = At any rate, I

. have decided to}atick it out, and would retwrn to galestine only if I

. have to give upell hope of doing any real business hers, Meanwhile ,

I have contactaa many circles of French Jewry, and especially of

Jewish Youth, epeaking to lote of them on every ocoasion which- preaentm

itself, and the . ploture I got ia rather a depreesing one. They are
not at 2ll in tho ‘atate of minda that we suppose them to be, and tme

;;ﬂ trends lesding away from Judalism are etronger than the Opposite ones,
,-ag far eI can see, Lo

There is no ship to pPalestine before June 12th, and if I
4o not return then ‘I shall have to walt here for another four waaks,
unlese I get air traneportation, which is rather difficult,
H | B '

g,
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I forgot to tell you about the British Zone in Germany
With 2 letter of: introduction given by the Government of palestine
which you 8ecured for me, I was pretty sure, I thought,. toget into
*/ the British Zone, although there 18 not very much to be seen that
rfconcerns my mteeicn but I wanted very ‘much to go to Hamburg. ' But
! the British turned us down just the same, which fact I am unable %o
,- 8Xplein, wherems the Americen attitude explains itself, by the policy
.‘regarding the lihrary, about which I cabled to Jerusalem..

I went to 'Bee the British Ambasesdor in Paris, Nlr. Duff
. Cooper, to whom I'had an introduotion, but I doubt if his inter~
.vention with the: British Militury Authorities will be effective.
There muet be something wrong with-the whole eystem ~ people auspecting
wus of some sinister motive, of which we are unaware

Berlin and Vienna ars inter-allied ana I would need & specisl.

clearance for these very important placea which seems to be very
7t difficult to obtain. The Vienne authorities ‘rofused right away,
~ even before the Berlin. suthorities refused, On the other hand,

I am advised that the Community in Vienns would be prepared to

consider nesaation of their. Library to ‘the University, if official

request warae made by the Uhiversity authoritiee.

| [
If r were able to go through, I might have hLeen able

gwa to settle the business effairs on the spot, but I could not do anything

“4n writiong from here, becsuse all credintisls wounld go through Ruseian
censorshi;, and might reault in pressure on tha Vienna community.

H

' I hope you are well and are suceaedixg in getting
Amqrican Jewry to agree With your- proposals regarding the steps to
be: taksn by & United Jewish Front . ‘

‘ I WQuld be ‘glad to0 hear from you ‘and the steps you have
been adls 1o, take. :

' With kind regarde to Dr. Senator and all ovr friend
4 | ‘ I am, .
Sincerely yours

G.ESGholem.

GS /hre ' : . ’ o
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Die Juedische G@melnﬂﬁ Zu ﬂ
empfangen, dags gross§ Jpst
bliotheken anderer frqphere
heitshauptant No,
slovakischen Republlh;verbq
in Schloss N i e m ¢ls (b

Da die Juedische Gemplnae W

dische Kulturarbeit auf alé

!
gten juedischen Lebens verw

University in Jerusalen als

Volkes die treunacnderlqche

Biblivthek der Jucdlschbn C
ll

Wir ersuchen die Hebrew Unlp

vertreter in der cechoslova

(Geqtapﬁ)

9. August 1946.

rew University,

Jerusalen.

4 S T A - T -

erlin hat zuverlaessige Wachrichten darueber
aende .ihrer ehemaligen Bibliothek sowie Bi-

r Institutionen aus Berlin vom Reichssicher—
im Jahre 1943 auf das Gebiet der cecho-
acht worden sind. Sie befanden sich zuletzt
ei Reichenbers) Bovhmen. (Himon- u Liberce).

ienscht, dass diese Bestaende fuer die jue-
fruchtbarste Weise an de> Stelle lebendig-
:ndet werden, wuenscht sie, dass die Hebrew
zentralseg Kulturinstitut des juedischen
Vox%dltans di eser Sammlungen - speziell der
cmeinde zu Berlin - nebernimmt.

versity in Jerusplem resp@kt. deren Stell-

kischen Republik alle Schritte zu unter-

i
nehmen, um die Uebarfuehrunb diescer Bestaende nach Jerusalem sicher zu

stellen.

Vorstand der Juedischen
Gemeinde zu Berlin

i RN EE]

DeriVorsitzende des Vorstandes
der Juedischen Gemeinde zu Berlin
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Hebrew Taiversiby, Jefrusalem

Dre Jo L. Megres, New Tork

I an writing| to you chortly before leaving Wunieh for Borlin,
vhore I ovpect to stay |soms dsyse 1 shall have to decide whether or not
to go into the Br&tish 80:»« :

To my great distmas, b § fcuna cut in Frankfurt that the vhole
Hobroioa collection of the Municipal Library, the most valuedble polleotion
in Gormuny, wes burned during on eir-raid on the 16th of March 1944, The

Judaice and Hebredoa have been saveds 'I spoke to the newly eppointed

sooiqlist dirootor of this Mumnieipal Library (E{pelsheim about the
question of 1nit1nt1w boing telren by Germsa horities for the pecession

of thase Hobrew mamaeripta and part of the Judatons He was very aympathetio
end willing to coneider|it with hic vunicipal suthoritiess To put such a
propossl through! wuuld,1 of course, require mich tims,’ Haturglly, our position
with pogard to B‘mzakﬁmt i6 & mlatiwly eirple ono a!nco all thege objocts v
wore peid for by)Jcarao

This de 1no!s tho case with mgard to the Hobrew mamseripts in the
Munieh State Libmry, whore the famoue Codex 96 of the Talmd is to be found.
thereas nothing elso ialeft in Mumnich of sny Jewish collection and mo trace
is as yot amilable, the Hebraica collection end the Hebrew mamseripts of
tho State Librarv hmm Yeon savede :

v I have !had diiscussions with poveral peaple of importent commections
vith tho Baynrien Governiment, which ic the logal ownor of the objects, ond
have teken the cams liue aa in Frenkfurts I sald that it might bo en important
morsl gosture if ‘Gorman|authoritics, of their own free will, would turn over
cortodn of thegs ohjects, and espeeially the Munich &mnmoriph of the Talmd,
to the Hebrew Dnivarsl‘by in Jerusslem ac & gymholio aet towerds tho Jowish
people end ae a first ut@p toward ® rldglng the awful abyss that hes been
oroated betveen the two pecploso

1 have a very lreliabla and influential man in Hunich who is willing to
act as medintor end Muue the Bavarien Government to take steps in this
directione Thie is Prof. Nons Ludwig Aold, director of the Munieipal Library,
He and othor pecplo who ﬂ:ake an intorest in the matter are csking mo, "what
would be tho amsweyr t‘m Joruorlem to such & aynﬁ:olio osture of goo&will cn
the part of the Germens?" They donotuanttobo "spd ﬁ.ntmmw by e
provosative e.nmerr } ’

?roi‘. Held 4n *h\mich, who coum act, for us,is an outetending antio
Fagi and ons of tho fow ‘people in Germwpy with & deep knowledge of ¢
Jewish, whom 1 havo imown for many years and vhom 1 wns gled to find ho ding
a high position, ‘Ho beliaves thqt the dooiaian about such an offer vzﬂgm; be




VY

dopendent upon the mmar* in vwhich the offer muld be receiveds The Bavarien
Governmnt might not w:lsh to be exposed to embarrassment through & high<handed
atgituda to osuch a volunt:ary offors 1, personally, exprosesd the opinion that
the University would givel a decent end emcournging enswor to such e symbolie

act of restituting heportm dewish treasures which are logally in the hend of
the Bavarian Govemmnto i I eaid that the Univemity might recall the:oxistence of
two Gormsny's and,' et eny would take an attitude in 1line vith general
mimanistioc and libsral prmoipies which 1t has alwgys stood fore

1 should nke to know whether 1 could give dei‘inlte’&saurancss to my
men regarding this, queetion. The noquisition of Hebrew memusoripts from the
publicly owned libraries 4in Germeny through scts of goodwill might be an
1dwortant ntop mrda filling the ﬁp that hes been croated by the disappearance
of practically alllthe mamuseripts the Jewigheowned libraries, which im one of
the worst features of my expar.lenes heras HNo one kmows where thess mamuacripts
are end there ie 1little hope thgt they will turn up in the nesr futurs, '.l’hey
mey have been burned in ono of the aipepaids on Berlin bofore they could de
sgtorod away e.broad.‘ I em?u try to get Boma information about this in Borum

I rould apprecigta a cabled reply to Paris regarding the point’ I hove
ralicode | u

X am enolosing ﬁo;yy of & letter from Dr. Heers regarding the situation

1n Preguo, From Paris I have dispatohed a detalled report to the University

on my sotivities thore and in Vierma snd I wonder why receipt wis nover aew
kncwledged. Re the c«penbagen proposel which is mentioned by Dre. Veers, I have
heard of it already in Prague in & very vague waye Som days ego 1 hed the
opportunity of spesking to Profe Bentwiok over the telephons and he told ms
ho had seen & report about ‘the - meeting of Unssco end that there was a disocussion
hut no dooisiony and, awhow the Co mmiseiom was not ontitlsd to meke a decision,
Nevortheless I think tho Hebrew University ehould officially commnioate with
the University Librury of ]Copenhagen and aske them to withdrew their olaim in
frgor of the Jowish paopleo )

1 think 1*\‘, ie 1 rtent to olarify the points which I heveo menticmsd
in this end previous: reportse I feol thet I haws initiated actioms vhich would
roquire wooks and montha, ana which would leed nowhero unless we find people
on the epot who are| really; interestod in taking over the soveral tasks imvoived.

-1 feal, fuwther, that there has been & dasic error in my miessions we have

undersgtimted the time relquired to achieve anything heree A4s things are,
1 ghould have pomo hem for ab least half a year, and, what is more important,
I should heve en:joyeé emlete froodom of movement in tho Zomes, eomothing.
which takes considorsble tiuwn/€o s6cure\and offorty 1f I wis oxpscped to do
more then & mre emrvey of | the situgbion 1n Frankmrt, vhich was relatively
ey to do, 1 1
How Geme Glny anﬂ the c:aumiasion for t he PFregervation of Fima Arts
a.nd Momuments have hssn im:erested in my miasion by Rabbi Philip Bernsteoln,
ené I understand thet I heve been invited to Berlin only becausse the Military
Authorities went me to go imto the British Zome and later report t o thems
If ¢t hig mesent o short visit, I would be prepared to undortake ite 1 have, '
however, serious doubts ag|to whother anything of importenes could be acmlishe« ‘
Baring e rushed trips Worsover, I feel that I ehould be vory eareful in taking
over a task on behalf of tho vilittuy Authoritiees Thero mey bo no wisidbls -
rosulte 8t all es no ome séems Lo lmow about eny cultural objects of welue in the
Rritich Zone, In the event I decide not to go into the Britieh Zom, 1 shall
leave Germmny about: the mi:.idle of Auguet.

Begt . mgarda grootings to all our frionds,

Tours very tired,

Gerbhoii Scholem
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In oonneu}ion;wttbuourvtalkqoflthb’ﬂand Avgat, 1 want to
sumuarise some of the polnts which 1 wished to stress, After my vielt to

Uermany, snd having coma to know the aituatl:dncrégardinz’ the Jewich
libraries, 1 uould lika'to nake the following mggentions:

The world*Jewlsh Cougress ehcnlafbe’?ea&f “6“take a line
uniform to that of i the pther big organizationa regarding the poliey
suggasied to the State Dbpartment. I have not the slightest doubt
thpt !f\great Jewish otganinationa quarrel betwsan themgelves, weo stand
no chance to get any doclsion. and certainly not one on the line we would
like most., The autharitiea in Oermany are dosdly safrzid of toking a
decision and are rsterring averything %o VWaechington. Everybody to whom:

I apoka, including ‘the’ peogle of the rina Arts and Mowmwments Commlssnion,
implored me. to do what I could to work for one policy to be advocated, :
They vay that if tha. Jews}between themselves are divided, sven the State
Départment will be afraidsot making a decision. ‘and the whols busineas may
linger for years. : iTo thia mist be added the fact that I have pot found'
snybody who thinkenit nossible that a diraet transfer of the libraries to

-Palentine may he achieved. snd no dacislan on that line is within our reach.

On thq oth@r hand 1 consider 1t very izportant to get thase
collections, as far as they are still thar&. out of Cermeny sAa soovn as

poanible, The 1onger they remain thore* the greater the danger will be
‘for losing parte of,@hem.iz Any place outside Oermany would be better tham

to leave them at their present place, although they are now kept in boxes
after having been aorted ln a very summary fashlon,

l

b ¢ fael that you. ng Preeidant of tha World Jewish Oongrpas.
would render o eervice to our canse 41 ynu took ‘such action as to enmre

that a united Jewish‘front regardlng ths machinery to be et up for the
dieposal of theee books be adopted.

I anm nnt in a position to e:prnsa an cpinion as to the vahne

of the suggestions madé 1n‘the memorandum which hae been submitted to the State

D partment by the Oommitte?‘of Spiritusl lnstrnction under Professor Baron's
chairmpanghip. But I can 'ay that I am certain that action on these lines

/will'

T /
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in the formation of a sin lelcorporation. in which the oultural property y
would be separately admin stared We agreed aa to the obvioualy gteater‘“*H”W%-

effioiency of a sinmle corp%ration, the' advantegas "of fiot‘having® to' raise:

;speoial funds for cultural treasures and of avoiding many detailed controvers-

;J D C. took along to Europe ‘a jof
'with Eliezer Kaplan '6f ‘the Jewish ‘Agenoyy

Our program. P wi b

. your. suggestlon. Saeed e e

,ies OVG? what constitutes "Jewish oultural*ﬁ'"“””

need b%, be subaequently ﬁer#ed%with that*general trusteeship.

?Boara which had
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,These,negotiationa .are; still vaAoaa;ng,apanp both here and inuEurope and

in the’ meantime ‘wa' are: taking only
sueh stpps as are absolutely neoeasary not to preJudice the realization of
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oonsideration to“mhe prOpoeals ‘of*the’ Gommission ORiEE LTI e
oo “Buropean Jewish CulturalfReoonatruotion, ‘AR’ ‘has in=-

i dloated to the Commission:that it..regards .the..objeatives
Pele v faesfavorably s The Department eppreclates. the interast of . .
| oed 1. bhe, Jewish Welfare .Board in the I esery tion qf the L
— objects 1n question. " AU RO
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‘The Hebrow University : '
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j'and oommunal.;
“pvopoaals will becnme definitiva and subswquently Join hands mith them

The replies whioh have coﬁa from Generalﬁ mimarney 4 Govmany and
$01ark Tor AUBLTIA“ T, the:oable: summark?iﬂﬁgp?sﬁP”Opoaals, though not

A} 3R Y, iilim

8
unfriendly in Tregard; t¢»ﬁh“~gen¢rq;ngy Ju$h ra sed” consal aerapia® .,

questlomr inxdetail. kSince Austrie 1is far Yeas’ 1mporteht’ 1h° vhigely wity

mattar than Germany,,we hava conoentrated on the points raised by

Y AMGUS. A GeTImeny.: Thaxenclosed‘analmags by Prof. liichael of our
“srpropodals fand wthe ;obJact ;on.a tha eto wi]s,l_" ‘179‘ ynuna”generu‘r tnix{eaaz,f;‘m_;;.ﬁ
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Cur negotiations in, this respect, howeVQr, were superseded by General
Clay! s arrivalmin‘thisioountry. 1t was’ aér%ed~that“a°obnvarsation with
him might helﬁust§aighten¥matt§ré'”u; qnickly Theea*éxpecuatians
proved true.and, a, two-§93f,p“§f?¥?ncﬁ,
weaks ago, greatly olaf}f the 188

led, the issu ug’ | gnvolvea e’ éﬁo’lﬁséé brief
summéry of tnat‘eonyeraation»mam“givg, usawggneral 1dea pf What was

o

- ﬂ""j iafetan tha Intawecs
WF"‘!':-, 1931 y;;,\\

spoken the ra;’ although 3 feh*other si?nificant datails were alao

) disoussed. - J
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We felt that undsr the oiroumatances wa should prooeed with the
fnrmation of the Trusteaship Corporation. However, almost at the 1aat
moment z# we have beén approached by the Amerinan iFewish: Qonterence
whioh, togethar with the J D.C., Jewish Agency, Amerioan Jewish
Committee and the World Jewish Congresa, has beeﬁ nagotiating recently

Théy have asked us to delay our aom on until their
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TOs ' The Members of the Board of Directors

The Members of the Advisory Committee

Hannah Arendt
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i B  August 29, 1950

+ Due to unforseen delays on'the part of the military authorities,

we have not yet recelved title to the individually owned books.
This has also resulted in a very serious delay in the processg-
ing of these books.‘ g
. ) [

As:you krow, we are very eager to terminate activities in the

American zone and are committed to do so by the end of the year, o
In order to accelerate thehahipping of this mater1a1-which is Lo
of ! less value than the collections whichuwe have handled up to

+

books shipped unsorted, according to ‘our. key,; Y
40% to the Western HemiSphere and’ 20% to~all other*countries”

Very soon Wwe may be confron%ea with another similar preblemo ,

great number of books in the Offenbach depot (abotit: 100, 000) o

non- Jewlsh content were given into the custody of:the. Hesse ‘

Ministry.for Cultural Affairs, for eventual digtribution’ td:

Germen libraries, Iﬁ'view of the fact that m&ny§ th9§3ﬁbook
' e

Lo Wi ap?

in Frankfurt a/M. We agreed to the. foliowiﬁ
Eppelsheimer 1s now reatituting ‘some og. '




