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FEDERAL RESERVE Bank ¢

329 (Revised). - "OF NEW YORK

FiSCAL |AGENT OF THE UNITED STATES .

MEMORANDUXM

~-~—~a~~~—.

April 25, 1944
TO: Foreign Funds Control, :
"~ Treasury Departmen‘o
Washington,|D, C,

i

FROM:- Analysis Unit, ReportsSection,
Foreign Fundc Covtrol Department ‘
Federal Reserve Bank of New York,
New York,. New York. ,

ATTENTION: Unit 244

Enclosed herewith are copies of additional in-
forma’tion which we received from vwildenstein and Compaf;y Ine.

in answer to our request of [Farch 27, 1944,

T
=
&
T Yom—

. ‘Enclosure ' v

FrepERICK WM. GREENFIELD & Co.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS ’ 1 ’—,’\3 g .“
500 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YO RK
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In reply please refer’
to - ANAL: AR °

19 East &4th Street
New York, New York

Gentlemen:‘

for your fiscal year

kindly furnish us

to receive it,

Wildenstoin & Co., Ine.

You are further
forth any changes that may heve taken place in 'our corporate struc-

S/(/‘ﬁé

March 27, 1944

The Treasury|Department has requesied us to obtain from
you within twenty daysy in du011ca,e

nd under oath, audit reports

" ended 12/31/43 . In the event that

vou do not have audit %eports prepared by an outside accountant,

‘with| balance sheet, profit and loss statement and
reconciliation of surplus.
tion within twenty day's , kindly advise us as to when we may expect

If you cannot furnish the above informa-

. | .
required to submit an affidavit setting

|

ture since the filing lof vour affidavit dated °
in answer to questionnaire form TFBE-1 (Rev1sed).

‘Very truly-yours,

per pro

Foreign Funds Control Dept.

FREDER
CERT

by

CK WM. GREENFIELD & CO. . ‘ o
FIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
5C0 FIFTH AVENUE

DN g
40300 fﬁi«



“ewon

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIO“ AL, A

e —.,,
»..,_“ v~
’\.

SIED

‘_;:"\wa N’VD\,’?{OS

t:/ T

m,,?;::w\R" D»&’

FREDER!

K WM. GREENFIEED & CO.
CERTIFIED. PUBLIE ACCOUNTANTS

SO0 FIFTH AVENUE ‘
i
! i
1
1
' :
. ‘ r Lo
B
R v S

o KKK KRR R R R AR KRRk R Rk T LoeT e

E 3
*
*
*
-
£ 3
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
**
»
*

o K R ok ok KKk

WILDENSTEIN & CO., INC.

FINANCIAL STATEMAENTS

e .

*
*
*
*
*
* e
*
*
%
*
h 3

DECEMBRR 31, 19u3 * ,
; *
**g**¥s¥***i*‘**t**u***&:*t*** .
y



http:WM.,'G'RE'ENF"IEl.rO

REPRODUCED AT THE NATK‘;“' Al AZCRIVES

. /'tJ.JIJH M?{O‘S
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W‘vm.,

WILDENSTEIN & CO., ING.
- 19:21 EAST 6¥th STREET .

B AL
D

assETs

i 4 -
Cash in Banks And On HANG L4 ceeserneiboreeninumeeeeresoeeensensnennnessahinsas $ 515,882,143
Aecounts ReCeivADIe .uaeeervireseeceasboroseosiossavessassnnnanassnannssnsbessse 1,H63,101,47
United States Government Treasury Bonis,E%%, due June 15, 1965-64 $q15O,QOO.OOW‘

(Market Value - $50,000.00) = = | - - R
Acerued Interest BECOLVADIE .eet.eevelevece iovoebnmnnnnanennnnnes B5URS

} Merchandise INVENntOTY .uveivevsversretocnesoennssannenssnsonennes 33, %?‘,701 .16
g Less ~ Participation ACCOUNES teuielveveenns cernrnonernesnnnens 216 395 18

T - - o éo;égéfééi

.
3

'

3 159, 205. %8

i
) 1

20, OOO 00

*
)

U0 shares of 19 Tast Hlth Street Carp.“.;.J;;.;;Iﬁf;.;;i..J;....

A’lltomobile R R R R R R R T B O A
Less - Reserve £or Depreciation ..vdeieieisiinedrsnnncennnnanns

TOTAL ASSETS 4evvuioerinesieeenenenenanstensnn 85,215, 701,04

.

H

& B

C f
- |

|

i

i

LIABILITIES S
. . k o
Accountg Pay\’—bble LA B L LA I I R A I O R B L B B R A A 2 ....?.,‘.;.‘..:.?'....?..‘. $§ 358 058 3
Acerued: Expenses .......................;.-......,,;,....,..,,.. ?7,971 51

X ' o ~ TOTAL LIABILITIES }.;...,..;....;......;.....; 5,375,029, 54

'

I

APITAL- 1,000 shares of No pa:‘?51ae‘;,.;.f..;.;,;....;.;,7;..;...i.,;::5$‘ 157, 328.50

<y

Made ﬁp‘as;féiioﬁs:"

!
, UN%., _
Capital and Surplus - January 1, 19H3 (... ... iieiiiiaano.. § 411,087.01
158

ot

Deduct — Net Profit £or the yeal 1943 tuvurernrernrrenenns

L4
n
W
A
81
*
I
4

.1 § 157,328.50

FREDERICK WM. GREENFIELD & Co. ' J

103298
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e - L ¢0., INC.

STATEMENT OF INCONE FROFIT AND LOSS
FOR THZ YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1943

[

S&les .‘Q'.O...OO-"'Q'.'.'0.0‘.‘....'.ll0‘."Q..-'..O.&...DQD...i.‘.'.'...;.lﬂl'. $9?8,905.12

COST OF SALES:- S
Merchandise Inventory, Jamuary 1, 1943 .. .. ueieeiiinenrnaneanns $2,166,372.20
PurChaSES R N I R A A A A AR -ooov'o-000.o-"-o-oo-oootc-.o 6“1],528.59

.

 $3,807, 900. 19

Deduct - Merchandise Inventory, December 31, 1943-. 3, 375”701 16

L]
L)
*

.

.
]
.

.

.

-

.

.

! 432,199.63

GROSS PP.OFIT O’N SALES Tt sw s v e 'ocn;oc.ovc.w.»--o.q-cocot'c.tlo-o.'v'oovﬂvio-tv'-o. $5£L6,?O5-u9
' OTETR TNGOME:~

Interest E&I‘n(—ﬂ QQ.....'..“‘...0."..0.0'...".Q...Q‘..ltl.'..."!' $ l 9
cCommissions Barned ..ceeeieienieniiitecietrectacentetratanenienna 3,239,

- 5,038.18

| ,
h S ‘
‘r ' GR@SS 'iII‘T@ME -.‘. L] .V‘ ® ¥ ¢y a0 tR e vy tash s toelaw s se e TR 'i. ® % 99 TR S22 PSR G Ny .i L ] b4 ‘ * e $551‘7h3.6?

- CHARGES. AGAINST GROSS INCOME:- ‘ :
COMMLSSIONS PAIG veeenrvenasraseanrandoroasiososroerocanasncnsoeee $ 85,094, 06
Salarzes T 51,435,145

B R 26,287.50
Ceteeiaeenteaenetenarena 14,604 .86
Cetrececevienate e 2,462,139
Sesesrsestears o e 8,—(52.32
feeeeneiiieninerseaeeee O 37,95k.92
Cetrieeneavesreveraceenes 37,806,113
e rerer ittt ttaaaes 4,924,171
. teretieciiertesneancannes 6,352.14
;‘cables. ANA POSEAZE oeeveeereneneraneonensss 5,01&.79
d House Sapplles Creetereeertasereaiatetecanee 5, 156486
g et eeeeteceet et 2,4%0.10

G eeeeseceantentanebartenannen © 3bU4.96
C et eeintsav i iaa e '6,368.71

5 291, 985.16

719‘}"&3‘.”0O00"00000‘00»0o.dtc-O‘u'l -.-..,.o.-;.----‘ao-:---.oo.- $253.753-51

Bty

R T T o

1533237
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- ! FEDERAL RESERVE Bank | - 1
329 OF NEW York
FiSCAL AGENT oF THE UniTED STATES 1
HENORANDUL |
May 5, 1943 ’,
|
g TC: Foreign Punds Control, Trcasurv Department
z Fifth Floor, &Fashlnf“ton Bulldlng ‘
! w‘ashmgtonl D. C.
' FROM Analysis U\'}ut Reports Ssetion
; , Forcign ‘?Llr‘lds Conbrol Department
* . Federal Rescrve Bank of Wew York
;  New York, New York
u ; . ATTENTION:  kr, Walter i, Day
: "Enclosad here’::’ith‘ are copies of additional informa~-
{
| tion which we reccivid from Wildenstein & Company as requested
in ‘om' letter of A}ril 15, 1943.
6 1A LRV IR() i
|
A
b
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In reply pleasc refer

to ANAL: AR | :  Aprid) 15,1943

e

®ildenstoin & Company
19 Bast @hth Street
Hew York, Hew Iork

Gentlemen:

« The Treasury Department has requested us to obtaln from
you within twenty days, in duplicate and under oath, audit. reports
for your fiscal year |ended 12/31/L2 . 1In the event that
you do not have audit|reports prepared by an outside accountant,
kindly furnish us with balance sheet, profit and loss statement and
reconciliation of surplus. If you cannot furnish the above informa-
tion within twenty days, kindly adw.se us as to when we may expect
to receive it, . ;

You are further required to submit an affidavit setting
forth any changes that may have taken place in your cormorate struc- -
ture since the filing of your affidavit dated  9/30/L
in answer to questionnaire form TFBE-1 (Revised).

vi 3 0N
i W 1%7 truly yours,

: Fbrelgn Flmds Control Dept

103239
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WILDENSTEIN & CO

INC.
NINETEEN EAST SIXTY+FOURTH STREET

| ‘ .
, NEW YORK

i
| .
‘ ; Federal Reperve Bank of| New York
70 Pine Street
New York City

Gentlemens | : : '

, In reply to your letter of April 15, 1943, we v’iish to
state that there has been no change in our corporate structure

A S since we filed our .affidavit dated Sep tember 30, 1941, in snswer
’ (S to' your questionnaire TFBE~1. | _ -

: : : : ' Lo

i As requested, we are enclosing, in duplicsate, _4 balance
! ! , gheet, profit snd loss gtatement, and reconciliation of surplus -
| ' for our fiscal year ended DPecember 31, 1942. e

] . P
- . WILDENSTEIN & CO., INC.

[
KRN 1
i

2 A Sworn to before me |

this _ 7—7?’*/ day of _%g& 1943

e
- - 3
i ton i

rl :

i j

- £ ’

. lti "'\ , 2 i
oo “Notary Publie J/ |
l L NOTARY PUBLIC, M. Y, County

! i : i

. \l b : N.Y.County Clerk's N¢ 128 i

i My commission expires sdter's To, 4MC 156 ‘

I\\ 17 . ' Commission Expirr;:s March 30, 1544 I

! !
'
: v ' |
oo '
| 5 |
P ‘
. ?
L ?
¥ | i
I |
; | :
: ; i
. |
“ ', |
= Vg ,,:E‘:. gk e A l'_ e T T T
|
| !
o P oy
| 103248
!
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this 27 gay of oree " 193 -

ILDENSTEIN & CO.

ﬁ'INETEEN EAST SIXTY’“I‘“OURTH STREET
NEW YORK

I, Pelix l?ilden&tein, Presidmt of Wildenstain & Co., Ine. of
19 East 64th 8treet, New York, N. Y. s do here'by nake the
fellowing -statement under oath: ,
The attached (balance aheet,v profit and loass
statement, snd reconciliation of surplus
refleot the true opera‘l:ions of Wi]ﬂenstein &
“Co., Inc. for| the fiecal year ended Deeember _
- 31,r 1942. | ‘ ‘

Sworn: to ‘before me

- Notery WPUBLIQ fCounty

‘ N.Y.County Clerk's No 126
- onmi s N. Y. Coitnty Reglster s No. 4MC 186
My comaisston expires’ | COV R e

COmmiss

&3241
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WILDENSTEIN & CO., INC. |
19 EAST 64th STRERT o
N#W YORK CITY :

BALANCE SHEGET :
: , DECEMBER 31, 192

ASSETS i

CS,Shin BaﬂkS and on H&nd S P A[ED T TIB ORI RECTE RN TS BRGNS RS PN $ 3)'!’,1153.1"3

i

ACCO’D.I'ItS Receivable '..0.'.A".Q.l.'!.o‘..Q:CQ.000‘..‘.'..'..0'.’.0’ 2,022,975.95

Merchandise INVENLOYY .ieveeervoceresnccescarcancns $3,166.372‘.20

B Less - Particlpation Accounts ..e.eseessdcesennes ?.2?4.715.'1:?

| = 2,941,656.L3
L0 sheres of 19 THast BLth Striect COIPe veeivescesvescecesasessees  30,000.00

Automdbilﬁ srssarcrense s o'.ol‘ona-':;- Ovooocotntneo$}-;u59085
LE&SR -~ Reaerve for DepreClatlon tR AR TeostrenrtevronBe e 638068

i

821.17

TOTAL ASSETS +revenerennneesecesnnseness $5,029,906.98

H

. LIABILITIES o | 1

Accounts Paya‘ble.ooooootlo’c..tool‘uo.ol'no;to‘toﬁccc‘ $5,h26.988-52
ACCru‘ed T‘_‘»Xpenses -.0000co.-vlcoa‘tioctooctbooo-.o.cc 1u.0051u7

. B ‘ TOTAL LIABILITIES c.-o-aooo*s.n.oono%’o LR 5.uu0,993099

CAPITAL- 1,000 shares[of No Par Value «.evvvveveennnensnnsss § 411,087.01

- !

'

Made up as follows:
Capital and Surplus - Jamuary 1, 1942......e.venns $ 225,255.38

Deduct - Net Loss for|the year 1942 ...........  637,342.39

& 411,087.01

'

BRWE L W 3 m

|
103243



http:411.081'.01
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http:30,000.00
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WILDENSTRIN & co.. INC.

STATEMENT OF INCOME, PROFIT AND LOSS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBEE 31, 192

33188 .l.t....l...l...'.;..O.C'.I...t.l.lﬂtOQO.....QQOOO00'....‘0...6‘.'0‘l00000. $1.720’385.;

} : |

COST OF SALES:~ : : . ’

Merchandise Inventcry - January 1, 19h2 sostatsoevEeEERELELILENETS LY $3.55i‘799‘5h
Deduct - Merchandigse Lost in France ..eeeveescessscscsessses 313,46k, 25

$3,238,335.2

Add—"PuTChaS?‘S ....'00."C.O.l.‘........;....‘......0...0!. . 52!4’,5000?

f

Deduct - Merchandise Inventory, December 31, 1942 .......... 3,166,372,20

(] | 596,165,

2l.

Avel
1O

G’ROSS P‘ROFIT ONV SALES ooooooo.-ooo{.o 28 S R B OO S s astuebosandtygrshoerrrasne bty $1.12‘5.
OTHER INCOME;=—

~L{ Interest Earn&- C'Q.U.O.l‘....O'..IQDQOOO"00.'.‘."0-'!!....‘.. $ 1 76)‘1' 91
Commigsion Earneﬂ L N R IR R N R I A AT W I 666 DO

! . , , 2,u31.4

GROSS I}T{:OME l.‘......‘...‘....t.l"!ll.o.‘00!.0..'0...‘..0..0!.0'.00'.‘...'0‘.. $1;126.353-3
© CHARGES AGAINST GROSS INCOME:- ‘

Salariag W G T O PSS 2L E NG SN TSI de ..’... Se2 e P EN ETEs te s $ 85‘h37'o9
@‘ Commissions Paid ....t..QO.‘OQQI..'0..‘.-0'00..0§‘....00"..QOQ 2?6;510003
Rent ..{,....'.....‘......'..‘.........'."..-.........."-...‘ 96 13? 50

= «-JLeFal .:Q“)T;.o'..,-.o-...ao oo,oo-oq-ooo!oo.og-ooovooooc..q.g...,.., 7 282 90
3 L 1 s A 1L,026.99
. Daty, Freight, Cartage, and EXDreSSAZE .ceesserssssessssssassns 2,593.90
;;t Insumnge ooonooooo)'.oo-co-u-ovo..-;.vo-o.-uﬁo-'ocoooancoos-oc 11,‘927086
i - 5€111iNg EXDONELS vaveessaseosssssasesvsensssssnsatossorsasansos 26,318,473
: r~ Advertising, Printing, and Stationery ..eeeieeeciescscsasonces 16,773.20
: im‘ Lifht »»»»» HELt ANG POWET cvessossseno/sossncssssectessocssscssnsns }4.:028.55
‘* Ren&im loooo!ot.oooootococo0000="ocoonOo.'coot;"‘OQOQO.OOCO 1,10921.99

! Telephone, Telegraph, Cables, and POStage seeescveescsscnccnne 3,096.35
i Porters!' Exp@nses and House Suppliﬂs c‘sl.ooool.';deilo.l LW W WY l‘ 511 Bl

TB,XPS '.ooonoocog*w..-.ocot.atooccouo‘ooao.oo-.’o:.-c.ooouos.--onoo 1859 97 ,
D?p?‘e(ﬁiatif‘n on AutO'i“Obile I R U RE N A IR BR IR R BN R NE TR IR O N BN R ST BB B NN R I 3 36!'!' (‘16
Miscellaneous TXDENSE teeevesrsnesenalsssenssnsasrsnssssasstarssnsana 3 3,696, 51

PrOp‘PI‘tY 1081'/ in Fral‘lce T H P ST REEESEEN GRS PR O EESREOE P OV 1'2?8,03606-

| 1,763,695.7

WET LOSS FOR THY YHAR 10k2 Ceteestesstesantacteasavarnsssinarsteensrranssesens $ 637,2L2,3
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File fecge.l]
Box o) | |

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK
OF, NEW YORK

FISCAL AGENT OF THE UNITED STATES
EEMORANDUN

- e - —

1 January 23,1943

T0: Foreign Funds Control Treasury Department
Fifth Floor, Washlngton Building
Washington, D, C ‘

Foreign Funds- Control Department

FROM: vAnalys:.sUnlt .Regorts %@@@@%ﬁ% | R

Federal Reserve Ba.nk of New York
Neﬁr York New York

ATTENTION:  Mr, Walter M, Day o

Enclosed herewith are copies of additional informa-

tion which we received from Wildenstein and Company, Incorpozg‘ated

[
i

in respbﬁse to our reques’r! of 'Decembex_‘ 50,19142.

b !
il

A
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Flle ) F‘:G€H| ‘
BOX so)

D tvope: S SRV St PSR )

WILDENSTEIN & CO.
INC.
NINETEEN EAST SIXTY-FOURTH STREET

NEW YORK . ‘ .

Faderkl Reserve Bs;:k of New York
70 Pine Strest. C
Hew York City

erty Control Departpent

In reply to your letter of December 30, 1942,
we wish to state that there hes heen no chenge in our
corporate structure aince we filed ouwr affidavit dated
Saptembex 30, 21941, in answer to questionnaire TFBE-J..

As requested, we are ancloaing, in duplicate ,
& complate descriptive list of &1Y psintings and ebjects :
of art which we are holding for blocked nationsls,

WILDENSTEIN & C0., INC.

bym

J ~ President }

Bworn ;to before ne

PN

this _|J = day of

ARY PUBLIC, BﬁONX co No. 20, REG. No, 87-5-43 '

GERT. FILED M N. Y. €O, No. 657, REG. No. 3-5-433
GOMM(SSION EXP ﬁ£8 MARCH 30, 1943

‘Notary Ph

My commiesion explires _
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AT THE NATIGNAL ARCHIVE!
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P i~

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK

oF NEw YORK

MEMORANDUM

To: Treasury Department

Washington, D. C

. !
|

,Attention: lir. Day

We are enclosing the original and triplicate

copies of an affidavit filed by

in response to questi

Encls.
ELG:ES

onnaire Form TFBE-1.

Wildenstein & Company, Inc.
: | }

October 16, 1941 |
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WILDENSTEIN & CO., INC.

, _ Information Submitted in Respdnse :
I B | |
To Form TFEE-1 of The Treasury ;
Department |

i ;
’ ‘ |
i |

h




At

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

- (5)

Wildenstein & Co., Inc. i - :
Organized under the laws of New York State ; |
Operated as an unincorporated business from 1903 to 1924 :
Operated as a corporatiod since May 17, 1924 A
Only office mainteined is located a2t 19 East é4th Street, New York, N. Y.
Affiliated with the following:: hwsn,,k,‘ |
Wildenstein & Cie. : ’
57 Rue la Boetle, Peris, France ;
Wildenstein & Co. Ltd. ! ;
147 New Bond Street, London, England ‘
G. Wildenstein - Enrique L.,Henict, Representative
Florida 914, Buenos Aires» Argentina ;
19 East 64th Street Corp. : |
19 East 64th Street, New York, N. Y. !

Form TFR 100 hes been filed éy Mr. Felix Wildenstein as President of
Wildenstein & Co., Inc. waever, this report was incomplete due to the
fact that Mr. Georges Wildenstein, who 1is more femiliar with the!'saffairs
of the corporation, was in Paris end was therefore unable to assist in
its preparation. i | !

| | :
The corporation is engaged ithhe business lof buying and selling antique
paintings, drawings, sculpture, furniture,‘and other works of art. It
also maintains a decorating department which is, of course, secondary
to its main business.

In the past, most of the purchasing was doﬁe by Mr. Georges Wildenstein
while he was in France, As he is now in the United States and plans to
remain here permanently, hisjhuying activitles will be centralized hare. .

Practically all sales are made in the United States to private. ccllectors,
public museums and galleriesﬁ In addition: to selling regular stcck in
trade, the corporatioen sellslproperty it holds in participation iwith other
gallerles end individuals, as well as works of art received on. consignment.

In order to promote interest in art, various exhibitions are held at the
gellery, and works of art are sent by the corporation for exhibition
throughout North and South America. ; , 4

;
The following persons are the directors and executive officers of the ‘

-ecorporations

Fellx Wildenstein, President |
Pine Ridge, West Mountain Roed, Ridgefield, Conn.
American Citizen i :
Frederick me Greenfield, iTreasurer and Secretary
500 Fifth Avenue, New York N. Y.
American Citizen i !
f
80% of the shares of the conoration are reglstered in the name of Eex
Trust Ltd. as nominee for Mr. Georges Wildenstein, a French National, '
reslding at the Hotel Plerre, New York, N. Y.

The remeining 20% of the shalreq are regisﬁered in the name of Felix
Wildenstein, en Americen Citizen, residing at Pine Ridge, West IMountain
Road, BRidgefield, Conn. This interest, representing 200 shares, is
subject to an opticn to purchase, in favor of Mr. Georges Wildenstein,
and 20 shares have already been purchased.

l l
The corporation hes an indebtedness carried in the name of Rex;Trust Ltd.,

_ as nominee for Mr. Georges Wildensteln, in the sum of $4,295, 898. -

i
|

f
|
!
i
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(6) Corporation owns 40 shares of the 19 East €4th Street Corp.
& latter corporation has an asuthorized and issued capital
stock of 100 shares with no par value. Its sole business activity

is 1imited to the ownership and Operation of the 1and and
bullding occupied by Wildenstein & Co., Inc.

(7N Capital structure is made up of 1000 shares of no par capital
stoek and all of these shares have been issued at $5.00 per
share. No changes have teken place since January 1, 1939.

(8) Schedules attached
i (9) Nothing
%~ (10)  Nothing | |
| (11)  Schedules attached | |
(12) Stotement of trensactions and operétions to be covered bf lioense:

1

1 - To meke payments and transfers of credit covering purchases
of paintings and art objects, ‘as well as ordinary operating
expenses.

2 - To trensfer, deliyer, substitute, snd receive evidences of
ownership of property and evidences of indebtedness, eand to
execute other transactions ordinarily incidental to the opere-—
tion of our business.

3 - To make sales andﬁblivery of paintings and art objects for our
own account, as well as to effect transactions ordinarily
incidental thereto.

4 - To meke sales and|delivery of p&intings and art objects for the
account of others, end effect transactions ordinarily incidental
thereto. In the case of property omned by blocked nationals,
we will deposit in thelr respective blocked accounts' the proceeds
of any sales, after deduction of our expenses and commissions.

5 - To advance to our branch in Buenos Aires, Argentina, a sum not
in excess of $3, O@O.» per month to cover expenses for operation.
To transfer and deliver to this Argentina branch from time to
time paintings and other art obJectS.

(13) Nothing

"The above information 1s given by me as Preéident of Wildenstein & Cof, Inc.
in response to questiomnnaire Form TFBE-1 of the Treasury Department, a copy
of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof Such.affidavit has been

prepared by me, or under my direction, and I have personsl knowledge of the

facts stated therein. No material facts or Qertinent information oallod for

by suech questiomnaire have been omitted except as specifically indicated above."

, : ; President
Sworn to before me this 20 fi_day of , AJZ%QJ" 1941,

Hecon J. Mty

MATTHEW J. LUNDBERG Notary Public
NDTARY PUBLIC, Kings County
o Co. Clik Mo 7, Reg. No. m%
™. ‘\ . Ok No.o 22, Reg. No. é:é
Commission sxpires March 30, 1

103250
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8 - Cagh in Domestic Banksiand On Hsnd

June 192
The Fifth Avenue Bank of New York New York City 104,014.76
Manufacturers Trust Compeny L " 100,000, -
Bank of the Manhattan Company noon n  6,314.46
Trade Bank and Trust Compeny oo " 20,000. -
National City Bank oo " 10,000. -
Cash on Hand : : ‘ ___130.11
‘ \ ' 240,459,
Cash in Domestic Banks and On Hend
September 24, 1941
H
The Fifth Avenue Bank of New York New York City 124,952.63
Menufacturers Trust Company noow " 100,000, -
Bank of the Menheattan Company noon " . 2,864.55
Trade Benk and Trust Company noon " 120,000, -
Nationel City Bank »room " 10,000, -
Cash on Hand ‘ ‘ .
258,010.°
Cash in Foreign Banks
June 14, 1941 - |
; :
Morgan, Grenfell & Co., London, England L 4-8-2 17.76
Morgen & Cie., Paris, France [2083.90 France 47.93
o 65.¢
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Dye from

E. Arthur Rall

R, Sterling Clark
Dyrand Ruel

Jules Furthman

Mrs. Walter Gay

Mrs. O0'Donnell Hoover
Mrs, E, Kilvert

E. D. Levinson

M Je Meeh&n

Phillips Memorial Gallery
E. G. Robinson

Mrs. Moritz Rosenthal
Dr. Paul J. Sachs
Jacques Seligmann & Co.
Wadsworth Atheneum

G. L. Winthrop

Felix Wildenstein
Georges Wildenstein

All of above are American Citizens’
Mr. Georges Wildenstein, who is a French Natlonal.

Nationals

Academy Arts Ltd.

Enrique L. Heniot - South Americen branch

Elizabeth Wildenstein
Wildenstein & Co. Ltd.

Estate of Nathan Wildenstein
Estate of Madame Nathan Wilden

Sundry Accounts

stein

281,413.54
7,000, -
2,237.50

500. -
440.
464,
3,978.
6,000.
30,600.

| . 2,800.

| 25,000.

; 10,500.

j 1,000,

| 2,340

| 16,200, ~

37,056. -
21,121.36
233, 562 78

—

-

except

! . }
! ' !
; . )
|
]
!

22, 950. -

18 085 10
139,107.40

National of

|Gibraltar
iArgentina
|France
England
‘France
‘France

6,475.59

|
!
i . |
i
1

32,600.35
487, 730 08

17, 28? .60

682,213.18

724,238,12

1’.496’451730

(-

Do
o

o
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Box &4 | ; “
,
;
JInvestments
June 14,‘1941;
| | .
40 shares of 19 East 64th Stxi‘eet Corp. Capital Stock 30,000, -
. i —==
i 1
| H
Merchandise Inventory ;
June 14, 1941 '
Consisting of hundreds of palntings, sculpiure, furniture, and
other objects of art. : ‘
Location | ggount !
United States 2,445,658.70 ;
Argentina ' ; 244,451.97 ;
France ' 456,006.06 :
England ' 357,386.47 :
T | 3,283,503.20
Automobile
June 14, 1941 -
- | Cadillac - 1941 Model o 1,459.85
; : | i |
i
i :
i § |
| i
|
i {
5 a
|
i |
| | |
! :
| !
| ; L |
| | 153253
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19 East 64th Street Corp.
L. Alavoine & Co.
Anglo Continental Art Ltd.
Alex Bell
Richerd Ball
B. Berenson
Soclete Carlhian
Carlhian Exportation
Hartley Cooper & Co. Lid.
Helft & Co.

. -Rawlinson and Hunter

Creditors

June 14, 1941

Nationzl of

1 ;
United States
United States
,England
,France
‘France

;Italy

France
4France
FEngland
France
England

Rex Trust Ltd. for the account of Georges

Maurice de Rothschild
Mrs. Marie D. Stransky
J. Thannhsuser

. # Sundry

E Included in this sum, is an amount of
on the books under the account of A. Seligmann, Rey & Co., Inc. This
is a suspense account and will be elimlnated after all the necessary

?ﬁldensteln

France

France
United States
Switzerland

|

|
|
|

i

i
i
i
{
i

$245,039.66 which is carried

foreign and domestic trensactions heve been recorded.

|

i

4,295,898, 70

20 000. -

11,795, -
11,020. -
252,443.55

4,658,112, 3

!

4

032

=

4
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11 - It is impossible to estimate future monthly recelpts as they

are dependent on the fol;owing.

1 ~ Amount of sales.
In our type of businesu, future sales volume
cannot be meaeured or estimeted on the basis
of past eXperience. :

2 - Credit Terms. § |
Qur terms are very liberal and in many ingtances
we extend credit for & period of years

3 - Exchanges and Returns. :
In many cases, we accept paintingQ from our :
clients as part |payment on sales. We slso permit
the return of palntlngs that we have sold, and

® - These payments are made for the account of 19 Eest 64th Street

in certeln inutance g, after the client has held
the property for a long period of time.
© Statement of Monthly Cash RecelpLs and Expenditures
For The Three Months Ended December 31, 1940
- ‘ ~ October November December
Receipts l .
Accounts Receiveble Collections 15,500.~  13,551.90 47,203.77
. Expenditures
Salaries and Wages 5,593.90 2,775.12 1,594.64
Real Estate Taxes 5,662.~ - ‘ -

¥ Interest on Mortgage 5 3,206.25 - -

B Instellment on Mortgage 1,5C0.- ~ -
Advertising, Printing|and Stationery 28L.42 677.86 467.43
Framing, Restoring, Photographs and|Dues 105.77 166.83 432.85
Telephone, House qu*)plles, Repairs and -

Miscellaneous 716.52 555.60 876.11
Freight and Cartege 83.17 13.3C 750.63
Insurence 178.40 1,142.17 74.18
Texes 80.90 - -
Light and Hesat ‘ . 189.71 161.57 642.01
Legal Expenses _ | - -3,00Q,~ -
South Americen Branch : - 190.82 1,5C0.~
Decorating Department 2,237.19 1,164.86  1,554.16
Commission 500.—~ 2,234.40. 1,150.-
Purchases —-~ 5,000.- 30,3C0.~
20,338.23 l7,0§2»53 39,342.0L

Corp., and are applied ageinst the ;annual rent of $15, OOO. ~
due to this corporation by Wlldenstein & Co., Inc.
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Statement of Estiﬁatéd Monthly Ekpenditures

Salaries and Wages

Real FEstate Taxes

Interest on Mortgage

Installment on Mortg%ge

Advertising, Printing end Statlonery

Freming, Restoring, Photographs and Dues

Telephone, House Supplies, Repalrs and
Miscellaneous

Freight and Cartage

Insurance
Taxes
"Commission

Light, Heat end Power

Legal Expenses

South American Branch
Decoreting Departmen

® - Expenditures are not made every month, represent
maximum requlrements in any one month.

Exclusive ;of Purchases

Imp0581ble to estil
are based on the volume of sales.

Expenditures for Purchsses

6,000. :
5,600.
3,200.
1,500. :
2,000.

1,500. .

1,<00.

~1,000.

3,000.
1,500.

5,000.!
1,000.
3,000.
3,000.
5,000.

It 15 impossible Jo estimate the monthly disbursements
for purchases. In |certein months they are negligible,
wherees in other months payments may be far in excess

of $100,000. -.

1

=
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Entry (ot6:-0- 4 S

@\Box 1z (I -
i QOE!E Ltand : ’ .
» ' ‘ f E‘S,cﬂ,g(g ” ;:;3
i - Special Report . | et
ra " on the firm of = - ‘

WILDENSTEIN & Cie.
Paris art dealers.

Note. The inforuation on nnich the following report
- is based has been ebtaineﬂ partly from origi-
nal doouments and partly by interrogation of
@ome of the persons most cloeely coacerned.
Phe interrogatione were carried out a Ypecial
‘X Art Interrogation Centre in August 1945.

l. The mystery whioch hag hitherto surrounded the activities of

N the Jewish firm of art dealers WEILDENSTEIN et Cle. 1n Paris »
during the years of the German ogcupatlon 18 now teginning -
to clear as & result of newly discovered documents and tha ‘
interrogation of Herr Karl HABERSTOCK.

2. The follewing would now seem %o be the story.

3. Herr HABERSTOCK's first visit to Paris efter the defaat of
France was in October 1940 in the compeny of Dr. POUSE. 4%
that time he called on all his old friends among the Pari-
sian dealérs to discuee with them the poseibilities of &c-
quiring important pictures from Franee for the new gallery[-
at- LINZ. .

4. One of his visits was to the gallery of WILQEHST Xﬂ with .
whom he had done extensive business during the pre-war years.
There he found Roger DBQUOY, whom he knew quite well,: in-
charge. DEQUOY, who had arrived from USA a short while pre-
viously, apperently explained to HABERS TCCK thet M. eorges
YILDENSTEIN, the head of the firm, had taken refuge ( owing

to his being a Jew) at AIL en PROVENCE, while awalting &
passage to the -USA, that tae plctures of the firm were. stored
in' the country, that they were permenently in danger ‘of con-
fiscatlon under the German decress and that he wae ‘most an-
xious - to pay a vieit to the Unocoupied Zone of ¥rance- in or-
der %o have a talk to his chief before he left. ‘

d&BﬁRuTOCK, who was very keen to do husinass, téok

6. h&ﬁuRbTOCK has stated that it was at'this time (whethé*~
~Parie or at AlX he olaims to have forgctten) that. he ‘was
%0ld that the most important part of the VILDENSTEIN. collec-
tion had been loaded on & toat sailing for US4, that the bost
had teen intercepted bty & German submarine and forced back
~into 1 '*:‘KUX hartour, where its cargo had keén unlea&ed and

‘the -colleztion seized by the German authorities.

Te ﬁABERoTCCK however, claims to be unaware -that the collection
(302 itemas wae 8t that time in the hands of the LZKR in the
Kusese da Jeu de Paume and that on Hov. .5th GOERING had el
ready made a first oholice of four items for his eallection.

8. These facts ahould, nowever, not bde. 1oat sight of when con-
geldering the sutbsequent developmenhs. For HABERSTCCK states
that the following is e susmaary of his converataians with
. Georges JILDENSTEIN 1=

a) WILDENSTEIN was very eager ‘%o do business. He pro-
posed to HABERSTOCK that in exchange for lmpressionist pic-
tures from Germany he would give a large TIRPOLO and various
other pictures from his stock. The TIXPOLC wes sald to ke un-
saleable in the USA where as the Impressionists would bring
a high prioe. (Hothing happened atout thia.) .

163272
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o b) WILBEﬁﬁTEIK discussed the gasaibility of gettin hise
: pictures out of the Chateau de SOURCHES so that DEQUOY
could keep the gallery open. It was agreed thai HABER=-

STOCK waa to have the first optian on the collection.

c) WILDERSTEIN discussed the future of the paper "Ga-
gette des BEAUX Arta®, which he wae anxious to keep
'going. He stead that it cost him annually #.frs.50.000.
" HABERSTOCK "told him of a derman friend of his in Peris,.
Herr BREUZR, editor of "Die Weltkunst", who was willing
to0 take over. WILDENSTEIN accordingly authorized DLEQUOY
and HABERSTOCK to make the neeesaarg arrangements. ( This
was later arranged. ) .

d) In H&BERSTOQK'S presence WILD&&&E&IR gave QE“UOY full -
~auhtority to deal with his collection, to sell anything
to the Germana (snd in particular to HABERSTUOCK) and
make it his business to discover important colleotions
or ‘single works of art in Prance which. ths &ermans
would be 1nterested in acquiring.-

N
¥

. @oth parties were apparently graatly satisfied by the reaultS‘ ’
of this meeting, snd directly after his return to. Paris Ha-
BERSTOCK begsn to think of ways and means of arraaging the
remaval of the WILDENSTEIN collection from the clutchea of
. the EZRR. Details of what happened during the next few months
are not quite clear tut ir appeasrs to have teen the joint

idea of DEQUOY and HABERSTOCK that %he collection ‘should be
*aryanised". The role of HABERSTOCK 4in the affair seems to

have teea that of using his semi-officilal position ‘and hise
papers from the Helchskaazlel %o support LELUOY 4n his ne-
gotiations with the German authorities in Paris e€.g. Dr.
STENGER, the Commissioner for Jewish aAffairs. etc. In thease
negotiations HABERSTOCK made use of two friends of his:
Capt. Baron POELLNITZ and a German art dealer Fugoﬂ‘f”

" (living in the Bld. WALIL SHERBES ) who was also a frienu of
DEGUOY. | 2

-1¢. - From ‘tiae $0 time Dr POSbM too waa ;nﬁuced %0 use f
o <4tfluence on behalf of LEQUOY. :

11. The ‘next poaitive step was the "aryanisation" of'thefcolleo-
" %ion. This oocecurred in April 1941. on april 24th, ‘a letter
was written by X.E. GRAS, the chartered accountant who had
- been appointed by the Commissioner for Jewish affairs a8
. provisionsl adminiatrator of the firm, to Hugo EHGEL -1a-
 8truoting him to take over “the okjects (from the DEN
STEIN collection) which are at the Chateau de S0U -
which I have given you a list, and to errangze for their
i transpart back to the mein offices of the above mentioned
. firam." HABERSTOCK wae kept informed of progress and it was
due to his intervention that POLLLNITZ provided the necesaars
lorries to brina the pictures back to Paris,

l2. HABERSTOCK gives as his reason for: aasisting BhQUOY his
: . desire %o acquire some fine PFrench pilotures for LINZ, and
his determinstion to protect the possessions of hig old
friend from confiscation by the ERi. He was, apparéntly
only just in time. Por the IERRE planned to seize the 87 items .
at the Chatesu de SOURCHES on May 15%h. According to docu-
ments they were first informed bty Dr. PPFITZNER of the Kunst-
schutz in Peris that the oollection waes to taken over by liA-
‘BERSTCCK on May 13th. BRAUMUFLLER of the ERR then telephoned
inmediately to Berlin to inform GOERING, thinking that the
Reichemarschall who had in the meantime acguired a further
four ltews for his colilection would intervene to prevent
this apparent violation of the LRR's authority and exclueive
o righta over Jewiah property.
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‘GOERIHG'S reaction wag to say that of the collection was

Jewish then it belonged to the LRR, but that if it wae
"aryanised” then it telonged of course to the new owner.
Further enquiriea were made bty the ERR at the Louvre,

where they were informed by M. BILLIET that “aryanisation”v

had, in fact, taken place., BRAUMUELLER and SCHIEDLAUSK
of the ERR called on HABERSTOCK to find out more detaila

‘concerning the namne of the new owner etc., but met with

no success. (n May l4th POELLNITZ and ENGEL fetched the
plctures from SOURCHES, and delivered them to DELUCY in

‘the WILDENSTEIN GALLERY at 57 rue la Boetie. - |
On May 16th. GOERING and the LRR were toth informed by g

HABERSTOCK (who was in Paris for the occasion) that"by
arrangement with Dr. POSSE the collection was reserved
for themselves, that it was not te offered or sold to '
anyone else, but that of course everything which wes not
wanted by the Fuehrer would bte offered to GOERIKG.®

1% is now HABERSTOCK's story that, when he asctuslly saw

the piotures which had come from SQURCHES, he was so

“appalled by their poor guality that he only bought aeven.,

a) 2 piotures by Claude Lorrain

b) 1 wet Courket o Amont Paid ; Pfrs.
o) 1 " Jan Byt : .- 436, 900
d) 2 ' . n Heineius

QQ ‘1 décorative work of the Prench 18th centurg ahhool.

0f these (a), (d) and (e) went to LINZ
, (b) figured in an exchange wlth Galerie Flochuh of -
- Lezern
- (e) 18 8%ill 1n the pessession of HABBRSIOCK, naving
been turned down by GOERING.

Once DhQUG{ was thue re-established in business and wlth 7]
small tut freely disposakle stock he set %o work %o carry

f'out the reat of his chief's, wishes. Some time in. 1942 he
lf‘dropped the name ﬁILDENbTEIN & substituted his own. N

17 ov“r :
- %hat my house is yours sad that I hope to have th1
. of aaeing you there as oftea as possitle." ' '

CIn 1942 further difficultiee seem to have ariaen;wjth the '

On July Ist 1941 he was writing to POﬁLLNITZ. "Do ‘ot ‘forget
pleaaure

German authorities, who were anxious to requisitien,the

. mention of its being taken over by & certain Dr. ROTHER who

,i,wished to open an art dealins business.) Again POSSE and

.. .HABERSTOCK were called to the rescue and the danger was
~averted, It ie perhaps worih quoting from one of DELUCY s

~ letters to HABERSTOCK dated 10th March 1942 :1- . i

™ You 8lready know that I am’ taking a lot of trouhle to
. give you satvisfaction and to procure goed pictures for
you and for the museums of the ielch. So 1t ig-essentisl
that I ahould keep the house just as it ls, for thereby
I have the benefit of a long past, a solld reyutauicn,
a proper organization and more possibility of having
. offers made then anyone else in Paris. To this must te
“added my own atility, and I would make theé maximum effort
if I am allowed to stay where I am. You will reelise what
a pity (o say the least!) it would be if all your efforts
on behalf of myself and the firm were to te wasted owing
to0 & misunderatanﬁing which wauld te of no profit to
anyone." o SRR,

e
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- 19, DEQUOY'B wiah to procure good pioturea ‘was soon grati-
fied, for ;n April he was succeesful in selling to Ha-
’BERS”OCK, or the LINZ Museum, the two very important
Hembrendta in the collection of ¥. Etienne RICOLAS. PFor-
this deal he received a commission of z.frs. 1,800, 000.

20. In Auguat of the same year he went to GRENOBLm to see
' whether he could arrange to purchase the GHLOso collec-
%ion for HABERSTOCK.

21. The cxtent of DEQUOY's businesa during the years 194G~44 .
is not yet fully known, tut it is clear that he sold in - -
fairly large quantities to all the big German dealers
and museums. WUESTER, ENGEL, DESTREM and LOEBL are all
said to have teen working as comuisalon agents for hin.
4and 1t is further reported that Y. Charles ﬁONTAG wWas
regulaerly to be seen in the gallery, -

22. HABERSTOCK states that he always ‘understood that the

o money wase belng pald to a secret account which would
ultimately have been at the disposal of M. Georgee WILBEN=-
STEIN.

23« Two further points need emphasiaing. o
(1) the connection between DEQUOY end WENDLAND seems
also to have been close. : '

(11)DEQUOY was also in regular association with FABIANI,

. 10327
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 DEQUOY - WILDENSTEIN Letters

‘Letter 1l - . “ .Pa:ieilé 24 avril 1941

Edouard Grasg’

Extpert comptable

/

Teie, rue Fabre d'Eglantinej
Paris 12me.. ‘

Herrn Hugo ENGLL . .  ‘ o  -‘ D D
22 Boulevard maleaherbea R , I :

 .Paris

Ich hate die Ehre Ihnen mitteilen 20 konnen, daB der

'1 Handelsgericht des Departments Mans, infolge meiner In-

‘tervention als provisorischer Verwalter lt. Ordonnanz
von 19. Febr. 1941 No. W I II/ 21.703a/91 des Militir-
tefehlshaber im tesetzten Gebiet die Betreibung gegeu
'die Firma “Wildenstein & Cie.“ elngastelit hat. -

‘Infolgedeasen veauftragte ich Sie in meinem Namen und
-fir meine Hechnung die Otjekte, die sich im Schloss -
‘Sourches (Sarthe) btefinden und wovon ich Ihnen eine

- . Liste iibergeben habe, zu iibernehmen und den ITransport

auszufilhren an den Hauptsitz der obigen Firma.
z Hoohachtungsvoll.
gez. 'GRAS

Dle Unterscnrift ist vom Pollzeikommlssaer le-
- ' galisiert. :

Letter 2. o Roger Dequoy et Cie

-
M.

57 Rue la Boetie o -
 Paris - . le ler juillet 1941
le Baron G. de POELLNITZ |

" 'Cher Monsieur:’

NtAyant pas eu 1'occasion de pouvoir vous‘femerfw
cler de; vive voix de 1l'immense services que yous m'avez
rendu en literant mes tableaux du chateau de SOURCHLES, je

‘tiens a vous exprimer, dans ce court message, toute ma plus

vive reconnaissance et a vous preaenter encor mes plus sinceres
remerciamente.

H'eubliea pae que ma maison eat votre et que

~:J espere avolr le plaisir de vons vy voir le plus souvent
'yossible.

Veuillez agreer, je vous prie, cher ionsieur, L'ex-

' pression de mes sentlmenta les plus reconnaissants.

: agd. Roger Dequgy



DEQUOY Letters -2- . .
Letter3 . den 24 Febr.:1942

_ Herrn Dr. Hans POSSE - o
Direktor &.S5taatl. Gemalaegalerie'
~ DRESDEN-HELLERAU

Sehr verehrter Herr Dr. Poes,_

Ich beeile mich Ihnen die Adresse und ‘den Jamen des fir
die Dequoy-=- Angelegenheit zustandigen Herrn anzugeben. Sie lautet.

»

”&n den Milltérbefehlahaber in Frankreich, abtlg Verwal-
" tungestab. z.Hdn. von HerrnOberkriegsverwaltungsrats
« Ur. STENGER, Paris, Hotel wagestlc, Avenue &leber."-
mit testen- umpfehlungen und Heil hitleri
Ihr sehr ergetener

g, Karlfﬁaberstbck‘ﬁ - 3

’ fTrénslation'
Dear Mr: Poese,

« I hasten to aend you the name and addreas of the oom-
vpetent person for the Dequoy affair. 1t is 1 - x

Letter 4 - . ﬁOger Dequoy et Cle , '
: : ~ 57 Rue la Boetie T ,
Paria © 1% 1C mars 1942

Mr. XK. Haberaﬁadk )
Kurfar&tenatrasse 59 -
‘Berlin

uher M. Haberstock,

- Engel me communigue votre lettre de ce Jour et ae
vous remercie bteaucoup de 1' aide que vous voulez bien m' apporter
dans mes. ennuis actuels. , ‘

Ci- joint je vous envoie une lettre pour le. DI.Posse,
que vous voudrez bien lui faire parvenir; son aide s8'il le veut
gera eificace et fera certalnement activer les chosea. »

‘ Ltant en voyage pour volr des takleaux j'al été

. .rappelé par télégremume, l'homologétien par les authoritiea
allemendes semblant trés compromise. Vous gavez comblien il m'egt
difficile de voyager et de diriger ls maison si je n'ail pas
ltesprit trenquille et &1 lea choses ne sont pae arranséea ‘uae
fois pour toutee.ﬂ v

Vous savez que je me donne beauooup de’ peine pour
vous faire plaisir et vous procurer de bons takleéeaux pour vouse
pour les musées du Reich. hussi est-il indispensatle que je conserve
la maison telle qu'elle est, car j'y bénéficie d'un long passé,.
d'une- solide reputation, d'elaments ‘ ,
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DEQUOY Letters = 3 -
Letter 4 (contiduédj

de travail gérieux .et des posSiEilitéajd‘offrea que ?ersonne
dvdutre ne posséde a Paris. J'y 8i joint mes capacités per-
gsonneelles et jé ne demande qu'ﬁ faire plus si je reste en

" place. Vous voyez combien il serait dommage-~ pour ne pas

‘dire plus--gue tous vos efforts vis-a-vis de la maison et
de moi solent andantle par un malentendu, 8ans profit. pour
. personne. ar c'est grlce a8 vous gue J*ai pu continaer a
travailler éfficacement Jquu -y préaent. o ~

Je vous remercie de ce que vous avez falt et de ce
gue vous voudrez tien faire cette fois encore et je vous
prie de croire, cher ionsieur & mes sentimeuts tien dévoués.,

8gd.. Roger Dequoy

" Letter 5 o - Roger Dequoy et Cile

57 Rue la Boetie ‘ . o
Paris , : © le 24 sout 1942
‘Herrn Karl Haberstock
Kunsthandlung .
Kurfiirstenstrasse 59 X
Berlin

Cher Monsieur HABERSTOCK

: Mes affaires personnelles-sont en bonae voie, car
J'ei ottenu toutes les autorisations du service de Contrbdle
francais et je viens d'accepter le prix d'expertisé par eux
imposé, pour l'immeutle du 57 Rue la Boetle, il ne reste plus.
maintenant qu's preaenter le rapport favoratble au Dooteur ,
»bTENGhR. :

Cependant je viens d'avoir la viaite du Docteur ROTHE
qul cherche une maigon conue la mienne, pour etatlir un coumerce
~ de tatleaux. J'al peur gqu'en sa qualite d'allemand il me géne
pour mon homolquion auprée du service allemand.

: Pourriez—vous ‘etre assez almable pour ecrire une
nouvelle lettre au Docteur etenger, I pPlace des Petits Péres

a Paris, lui disant comtien derniérement je vous est (sxc!)

- é%é utile, ainsi qu'wu Reich dens notre derniére grosse afiaire,
et combien certainement je vous aerai utlxe dans L’avenlr. .

de m‘occupe actuellement de 1 afiaire SCHLOSS, et
je dois voir l'un des heritiers & Grenotle. J'si egalement
pluaieura autrea affaires, dont je vous parlerdl e -temps utile.

Veuillez présenter mes respectueux hommeges a Mme. Ha-
terstock et je vous prie de croire mes sentiments les plus
‘dévouéa.- B o o o

sgd.‘vaoger Dequoy
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. Attachment 'A"

Copy of receipt ' .

WILDENSTEIN & Cie.
57 rue la Boetie - o ‘ S
Paria S June7194l

\l

t

To: M. Karl H&BER TOCK Kurfuratenatrasse 59 Berlin ' 62

Un tableau par ulaude LOR&&IN : Bataille sur un pont

_ R ' o 'ﬁymphe et satyre dansant
ww W CORBET  Le Reveil =
R J.‘FYT:' : Retaar’dé Ghaseefﬁ

" o on " Ee. Féé; XVIII Décofatibn
@, " % Hensius o Mﬁe Adelside

o K ~ Mme Victoire

. Frs. 930,000
| R 46,500
Pour acquit

pp dildenstein & Co.
- 8gd. R. Dequoy

Vu et approuve -
Le Commissaire Gerant
. 8gd. E. Gras

Aftachment 'B*

ROgér Dequoy & Cie
57 rue la Boetle
: Paris E

Recu la somme de 1,800 000 (un million hult cents mille
francs) pour avoir indique, et pour l'intervention dans
ltachat de deux tablesux de iembrandt, l'un le portrait
de Titue, l'sutre un paysage avec chateau, provenant de
i Etienno Nicolas a Paris. :

Paris, le 24 avril 1942

sgd."ﬁoger Deqqoy



1

?ietures fromkéhé wILDE§STEIN‘

Attachment

iét 3

callection'acquire& from

- the Einsatgzstab Rosenberg bty  Marshal GOERING

Hubert ROBERT -
~ BOUCHER .
dgo.
PRAGONARD -
Joos ven CLEVE
Lucas dRANAGH-
~ Van  GOYEN

Italiagfi4th cent.
_ French 18th cent.

no R I
M. VENUSTI
French c¢. 1500

BOLDINI

"

Romantic Park Landscape

Venus

do.

Fete in 5%, &loud

,Madonna and Gnild with Donor

Portrait of“Frederik.tbe Wise
Summer~Landacape‘A -
Cothic Tabe:naclé Picture
Parc scene o |
Comedians -

Miniature

»'Sﬁ; Germain

Woman's Head

Al

Portrait of s quan

" Acguired”

‘5.11.40
.do.

N

! )
13.8.41
".

;

o "
25.11.42

W

1“3 280
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July 7, 194},

~ In reply refer to

Eu

My aaar Hr. Pillaas

The redeipt is aaknowleagea of your 1attara of

July 1 and July 2, 1941V99a9ernxng a shipment of paint-

ings and objects of art coneigned to Wildenstein & o,
of §éw'!ﬁik whieh 18 Ecw xnﬂnartlniquew’{' | ,
| In wwdms with an agmeaent entercd mto be-
tveen thu Amrim and French Mnmsnta u vae agreed
that no geedn of Frcach o;z&;:,u would be ehipped on ves-.
-sels maintaeining the gervice ib@ﬁyqou ?rcnoh North Afrios
and the Antilles unleés their finsl aastnafc‘ién vere
Martinique or Guadsloups. This limitation 1s intended
to spply to all athmnts rrou North mua subaequent
to March 26, 1941. |
At the prannnt tima disoussions are undar way to
permit an exoeption from thig Tuling for goods which
s ” departed
M. B_grbgﬂ a. ,1?:1’115&.' |
Wunsey Building,
" Vashingten, D. C.

600 / 6861 HY M NYIIOUNT #Z1I0007L

‘3ag/sd.-

“~J
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t%épart:gd\ from ?géaq@, ports prior w April 18, 1941
Penaxngtharamlt of gha;.ae_auaugs;dm' it cannot yet
" be hse"ertaina&iwheth‘w aﬁéhorunﬂén 'fo‘ send the goods
rorward to the Qnited Statea for tranuhipmat wul be
aeauraa. ' o

a&ueorsly youra, o

Fer the %urttary or States

x Paul . mw-tmg o
' Assistant Ohief, Division of
o European &tfalra

Bu:sHfIED 77/
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LAW OFFICES’ CLEVELAND OFFICE
ROBERT J. BULKLEY

BULKLEY & BUTLER

HERBERT G. PILLEN '

MUNSEY BUlLD!NG

WASHINGTON D. C
, ﬁ“'\ 3 STATE N

y REPUBLIC 1S60

AN @€ N July 2, 1941.
§;'

Hon. Samuel Reber, o Aéix)~

.Division. of European Affairs,:
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.

1

Dear Mr. Reber:

Mr. Ravmond ‘H. Geist tells me

BULKLEY BUILDING

help I am enclosing copy of a letter reoeived by.»

this Company from the French Line.

I earnestly hope some vairangeﬁents;wﬁkgﬁﬁf

may be

the return of its ownmproperty,'following their

exhibition in Paris.

Sincerély yours,

ot

made whérepy this American Company may secure

bt

e
%
oo

w

‘gx
>
O
3
Pt
N
‘23

)
QO
e,

m
S
A

=)

he has turned over to you my letter of yesterday Ef
w1th‘reference to certain-goods. of Wildenstein & 2

‘ Company, an American Gompaﬁy lbéated in New York; ‘;
whlch goods are detalned at Martlnlque. A .E
In the tnought that it may be of {
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ot ;.v iy Gon;pggnigg\ﬁénéral’e:Transa’tlantique , 17 State Street, New York
L R  Juné 30, 1941
F?eightyhépartment o |

” .}igﬁééqﬁé;hﬁiié;nstein & Co. , , .
19 East 64th St. N.Y. : o R P #1 1 case Pictures
S o C ex "Carimare" 457

We have received advices to the effect that the above des-
~cribed merchandise has arrived at Fort de France, Martinique,
for transhipment to New York, and that because of restrictions
zimposed by:action of the United States and French Governments,
the shipment will not be permitted to proceed to the United States.

- - The:restrictions have to do with cargoes originating in
Continental France which were transported to Martinique in certain
vessels. While we are not familiar with the exact terms of the res-
- trictive law or treaty, its effect appears . to be that no such °
property will be permitted to proceed to the United States. Con-
sequently, until further arrangements are made:by parties interested
in.such: shipments, the goods will be stored in Martinique at the
risk and . expense of the ‘owners. -

Our .company hereby: gives notice:that it disclaims any: and all
responsihility for: any loss or damage, which has occurred or which
' may arise;from detentien, ‘delay or failure of delivery of the said
property, or. any:loss or damage which:may ‘be ‘sustained while the
said:property is in storage in a warehouse or shed or on pier await-
- ing disposition, .or ;elsewhere; the transportation of these goods
) having ‘been: restrained or prohibited. by the public authority.

“Very. truly yours,‘f
F R E NCH LINE-

- JL-HM
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I w1sh to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of June 28th regarding palntlngs and objects
of art belonging to Wildenstein & Co., Imnc., whigh
were being returned to -.the U.SA dn’the ss- Tret
D'Ouessant. ‘and, according to your oplnlon,aare
now. detained .1 gMartlnlque. S "

Lh

shlppe& on’ vessels leavlnv brenc@ Northern .AfrlOGmOH
or affer March 26, 1941, must be retdined in Martinigue
and may not be reexnorted to the Unlted States for
the flme belng T S '

. Trusting this- 1nformdt10n will be of
a381stance to TOou, I remaln o

Yours very truly,

Jean Maroadet
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- LAW OFFI|CES o : '

" ROBERT J. BULKLEY
HERBERT G. PILLEN

MUNSEY BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

REPUBLIC 1560

cunrives . July 1, 1941.

%

. CLEVELAND OFFICE
BULKLEY & BUTLER

BULKLEY BUILDING

et

Hon. Raymond H. Geist, - &x) SK,
Division of Commercial Affairs, '
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. “Yeigst:

A I shall deeply appreciate it
if youwill have the American Consul at
Martinique investigate the matter to which

referéhoe»'s made in the attached letter

from WiX¥denstein & Co. of New York, and for

such advice as you may be able to furnish as

" to the proper procedure to secure prompt

delivery of the paintings involved.
With personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

-HP

ot b b T sy 25

12y

Jﬁ*? 7, 1941,

8008/ es6l dim NYIJOHNE auo.gova

30/3Sd

103486
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WIL@EN%‘E‘EE{& K C O»

INC,
NINETEEN EAST SIXTY~FOURTH STREET

NEW YORK

June 30, 1941 .

Dear Mr. Pilleng

- In reply to your letter of June 28th, we wish to ,
inform you thet we have not received a bill of lading for the case’ A
of peintings. Present conditions have mede it impossible for such an
invoice to be sent through the mails. In these times, it is customary
to have the bill of 1ading included in the shipment.

On May*lS, 1941, we received a shipping notice from
the French Line in which we were informéd that a shipment from Fort
of France, Martinique, had arrived on the ILE D'QUESSANT. The case
appeared on the ship's menifest, but apparently had been taken off
the boat before it left Martinique. Since that time, we were in
touch with the French Line who told us that merchandise reaching
Martinique from France, since March 26th, would not be permitted to
enter this country. We were given to understand that this is an arrange-
ment between the French government and the government of the United
Smtes.

The paintings contained in this case are the property
of Wildenstein & Co., Inc., of New York.‘HOwaver, in order to have
these plctures takem out of France, the shipper advised the French
authoritles that the paintings were the property of Roland Pernet,
of Marseille. You can, of course, explain this to the authorities, and
give them your assurances that the pilctures belong to the New York
Corporation.

Upon receipt of this 1etter, please meke the necessary
inquiries, and inform us of the results you have obtained.

With our thanks for your cooperation,
Sincerely yours,

Mr. Herbert G. Pillen o @ S~
Munsey Building - e olecs Lol e R

Washington, D. C.
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The Honorable

The Secretary of Staté ' o
Washington, D. C. . %}N 4/”"( August 9, 1954.. //

Dear Sir:

We would like to request the assistance of the Department in behalf of
‘Wildenstein & Co., Iric., 19 East 64th Street, New York City, whom this firm
epresents, in connection with the return of a number of art works, as set forth

he attached listing. Englogsed also are reproductlons of most of these works,

f;,:jx;%? labeled for reference’ purposes. : : —

Accordlng to the best information obtainable, the following circumstances
occurred in connection with the loss of these works: They were to be shipped to
the company in New York, having been purchased by them from Mrs. Margaret
Scharf-Gerstenberg of Berlin, Germany, when World War II intervened, and for
safekeeping purposes they were placed in the custody of the National Gallery
at Berlin. From there they were taken to a bunker at the anti-aircraft
tower (Flakturm) at the Berlin Zoo, to avoid bombing damage, and remained safe
until hostilities ceased. However, on May 1, 1945, the works in the bunker were
delivered to the Soviet occupying forces. On that occasion, at the insistencs
of Dr. Otto Kuemmel, then General Director of the State Museums, a Major
Llpakeroff of the occupying Soviet forces was appointed protector of the art
works in the Gallery's custody, and Dr. Knammsl and Major Lipskeroff inspected
the bunker together on May 3d.

The following day Soviet occupation troops began the exportation of the
art works. This procedure was completed between that date and Juns 8, 1945,
under the supervision of a special Soviet commission, one of whose members was
Professor Blavabsky. The only information as to the subsequent whereabouts of’ ,
the works is the conjecture of Dr. Rave, Director of the Nstional Gallery at Berlin,
contained in a letter to Dr. Alfred Gold, a representative of Wildenstein & Co.,
dated August 18, 1954, a translation of which is enclosed, that they are in- the
custody of the Ermltage Gallery in Laningrad.

Our attention has been called to the Hague Convention for the Protection
of Cultural Property, and the Protocol thereto, both signed by representatives of
the Soviet Union on May 14, 1954, and in partlcular the provisions thereof set
forth in the enclosed ‘excerpts.

We are attemptlng to obtain additlonal informatlon as to the wheraabouts
of these art works, and shall inform the Department accordingly. In this
connection, it is requested that in the event members of the Embassy staff at
Moscow whould have an opportunity while traveling through Leningrad, to visit
the Ermitage Gallery, an effort bes made to. ascertaln the correctness of Dr.
Rave's conjecture.

The efforts of the Depabtment in working toward the return of these uorks
will be greatly appreclated.
Yburs very truly,

' SPAULDING, REITER & ROSE

RG59 }gz’“ze,-o Vhwrv}ffﬁs .
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CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF
CULTURAL FROPERTY IN THE
EVENT OF ARMED . CONFLICT

| R ARTICLE 1
¥ DEFINITION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY :

For the purposes .of the present Convention, the term Weultural property" shall
‘cover, irrespective or origin or ownership:

(8) movable or immovable property of great importance to the cultural herltage
of every people, such as monuments of architecture, art or histay, whether :
sligious or secular; archaeological sitds; groups of buildings which, as a whole, ar
of ‘historical or artistlc interest; works of art; manuscripts, books and other
objects of artistic, historical or archaeological interest; as well as scientific
collections and important collections of books or archives or of reproductions
of the property deflnad above, HEHEBHBEHHOHEGE
' ‘ ARTICLE 5
OCCUPATION

l. Any High Contractlng Party in occupatlon of the whole or part of the
terrotory of another High Contracting Party shall as far as possible support the
competent national authorities of the occupied country in safeguardlng and
preserv1ng its cultural property,. HHEHHEHGHE

S P

PROTOCOL

The High Contradﬁing Parties are ageeed as follows:

. ' I ~

1. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to prevent the exportation, from a
territory occupied by it during an armed conflict, of cultural property as :
defined in Article 1 of the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict, signed at The Hague on 14 May, 1954.

2. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to take into its custody cultural
property imported into its territory either directly or indirectly from any oc-
cupied territory. This shall either be effected automatically upon the importa-
tion of the property or, failing this, at the request of the authorities of
that territooy. * s A

3. Each High Gontracting Pabty undertakes te return, at the close of hostilit:
to the competent authorities of the territory previously occupied, cultural
property'whlch is in its territoyy, if subh property has been exported
in contravention of the prlnclple laid down in the first paragraph. Such property
shall never be retained as war reparatlons.

Rssy R g”“/ 20 vw,\:fafxe »
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The Honorrable ‘
“he Secretary of Btatc - : :
" Washingtem, D. C. . o August 9, 1954.

Dear 31rz

‘We would like to requsst the assistance of ths Iiepartment in behalf of

Wildenstein & Co., Inc., 19 BEast &4th Street, New York City, whom this firm
’ represents, in comnection with the return of a number of art works, as set forth
“£aX" . ,in the. attached listing. Enahu&also are reproductiona of most of these works,
abeled for- refarence purposes.

chrding to the best information obtainablo , the fallwing cireunstances”

occurred in connection with the loss of these works: They were to be shipped to

the cmmy in New York, hn'ing been purchased by them from Mrs. Margarvet
ha : Bar: Germany, when World War II intervened, and for

; ke ng purpo they were placed in the custody of the National Gallery

at- Barlin. From- them they were takan to a bunker at the anti-airecraft

~> tower (Plakturm) at the Berlin Zoo, to avoid bombing damage, and remained safe
until hostilities ceased. However, on May 1, 1945, the works in the bunker were
delivered to the Soviet occupying forces. On that occasion, at the insistence
of Dr. Otto Kuemmel, then Céneral Director of the State lﬂfuseums, a Major
Lipskeroff of the occupying Soviet forces was appointed protector of the art
works in the Gallery's cuatody, and Dr. Kuemmel and Major Lipakerotf inapected
the bunker together on May 3d.

The fal.lawing day Soviet occupation troopa began the exportation of t.hn

art works. This procedure was completed between that date and June 8, 1945,

under the supervision of a special Soviet commiassion, one of whoss members was;.
. Professor Blavagisky. The only information as to the subsequent whereaboutas of

the works is thé conjecture of Dr. Ravs, Director of the Natienal Gallery at Berlin,
contained in a letter to Dr. Alfred Gold, a representative of Wildenstein & Co.,
dated August 18, 1954, a translation of which is enclusad that they are in the
custody of the Frmitage Gallery in Leni.ngrad.

Our attention has been called to the Hague Convention for the Protection
of Cultural Preparty, ‘and the Protocol thereto, both signed by representatives of
the Soviet Union on May 1k, 1954, and in particular the provisions thareof set,
forth in t.he snclosed exeerpts.

¥We are attemm:lng t.o obtain addit.iona.l information as to the whereabouts
of these art works, and shall inform the Department accerdingly. In this
connection, it is requssted that in the event members of the Embassy staff at

Moseow whould have an opportunity while traveling through Leningrad, to visit
the Ermitage Gallery, an effort be made to ascertain the correctness of Dr.
Rave's conjacture. '

The efforts of thé Depaht-mnt in working t.oua.rd the return of these works
will be graatly appreclated. «.
Yours very truly,

| SPAULDING, RBEITER & ROSE

[ P e o
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TRANSLATION

Charlottensburg Castle
Luisenplats 18/8/1953 -
The Pirector - '

Dear Dr. Gold:

Rop]a'ing to ;mnr kind letter of Angust 8, 1 an sorry to tsll you that.
nothing is changed and . nothing new has happened, in the affair you were .
speaking about. ' The works of art which during the war we have taken into our
safo-guard and protection have been kept together with same property of our

‘musewms in the bunker of the WFlakturm™ at the zoo. The bunker was after the
end of the hostilities in May 1945 still intact, but all the works of art pre-
served there were carried away by the Military Administmation of the Soviets in
May or at the latest in June, The oceupation of the Western sections of
Berlinhykmricanmdw.ishtmpstoekplaum&ly. S

We have no cart.a.in infomtion where the objects cmiad my hava baan
brought we can only con;ecturo that they are inthe custody of tha &-nitage
Gallery in Ienins:'ad . G

: I regret t.hat. I mat giva you more positiva Momtion a.nd I remain
with kind mgards, L A o ,

: Yours, :
S P RAVE

N . %’w
:E,"?,.' /274“' .‘:t,.x: 3 ,)}~ ,. -
W ldennliiin and Gw,l,,w,u],

RGS? iéZ‘ 9.“"‘2‘20 VeV filz’b“;(g ., o
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'CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF
" CULTURAL PROPERTY IN THE
EVENT OF ARMED  CONFLICT
' - © ARTICLE 1
TION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY —

For thsa purposes of the prnmt Convention, the term "eultural property® shall
cover, irrespective or origin or ownership: :

(&) movable or immovable property of great importance to the eultural heritage
of every veople, such as monuments of architecture, art or histay, whether
Migiovs or secular; archasclogical sitds; groups of buildings which, as a whole, ar
. of historical or artistic interest; works of art; mnmipta, books and other

‘objects of artistic, historieal or archasological interest; as well as scientific
eollestions and important collections of books or archives or of repradnctions
of the pmmrty derinad abm | IHHHRHHEHRHERE

IRTICLE 5
OCCUPATION

1. Any High Contracting Party in weupatian of the whole or part of the
terrotory of another High Contracting Party shall as far as possible support the
competent national authérities of the occnpied cnunt.ry in s&fegwding and
4 pmaerv:mg its cult\n'a.l property. **m*****

The High Geatrmting Parties are a,gpaed as :t‘ollm

B P Eﬁ.eh High Gontmating Party mxiarta.kea te prmnt the axportatim, from a
territory ocoupied by it during an armed eonflict, of cultural property as
defined in Article 1 of the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property

in the Event af&mdcomniut, simod at. mnague onlbmy, 1951» o

2. Eaeh High Gentmeting Party undertakes to take into its custody cultaral
property imported into its territory either directly or indirectly from any oc-
cupied territory, . This shall either be sffected automatically upon the importa-
tion of the pmperty or, failing this; at the requaat of the antharitiea of
that urritm , «

: 3. Each High contmting Pabty nndcrbakes to mturn, a.t tho alcso of hostili
to the competent authorities of the territery previously oscupled, cultural ‘
y which is in its territopy, if subh property has beau axported -
in contravention of the principle laid down in the i’irst paragraph. Such proparty
shall never bs rata.ined a8 war ropa.rations.

R659 ;42-37’2'20 WAPEE s
‘O*QM | T -
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PAINTINGS
Artist
Daumier = = Burden . ,Fucha—Daumiar, Hate 72
Daumier. .. . Rot Fuchs-Daumier, plate 87
Daumier =~ - .Washerwoman on the Quai o -
L dtAnjou . Fuchs-Danmier, plate 74
Renoir ' The Lovers i ' Meier-Graefs,p.238(German ed.)
Renoir .. Flowers ‘ .. No raproduotion found
Renoir .-~ ' Brother-in--law of the : ;
L o artist '.;M.eierrﬁraefe. P83 (Gemap ed.)
Renoir ffﬂisteruipnlaw of the o L : ,
‘ e T Tartist - C ,
Degas -+ .~Place de la Concorde - Degas~Lemoisne,Vol.I1I, p.28
Goya © - Iola Ximenes ‘Mayer-Goya, plate 158,
E : Co Tl , catalogusd under #3224
Greco . ¢ .- Monk .., Ko reproduction found,
DRAWING ' - e
Artist ' .- Deseription ... - ¥here Repreduced
Daumier - The Defence . R ‘.Fuchs-Daumier,plate 184LA
" ' . The Defence S . . n " 190B
. . Auditor " " 209 B
" _ Dominos " n 2154
" . Forest " n 217 B
" st‘. mm ] R 219 .
n - Family n w22, A
" Mgthar v n <} 8‘3 B
" ~ Proprietor n % 23, B
" " Butcher " " 238
n Amateur stamper " " 24 B
" Theatre , u "o 250
" ‘-Imaginary InvalidA " n 263 B

Rsprodﬁétion 6f,other
drawings not found.

Rs.sy 1@‘2& GVWN/VEAQ , .
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

j'M«'emwcmc{wn "o? anversction

v &ml 23, 1959
sua.ssc-r Reqm&t Lor mrmum on csarwmkl claime tw the am, lildmtein
ﬁr Hawes
PART:C:PAN’:SW
COPIES TO:

sswbammmm@mm.mmucw
collection, mts mmmmw » and
ed Peland.

&WMWM&WWW&&m4

'tmememmummmwmmwm

Roeomp
xwmxwmmmmmmww
and thal it would mot be posaible to prowide the game information to
wmmwmmitwmmtwmmmmw
mmmw&m It.olﬁhimm mvim
umumacmmmmmmmmtmnwtmm
mgvommmumwamwmmmm«mw

art.

‘ Hr. Hawes asked when would I pend the material to Zamoywid. I
said I was only waiting for the material to bs photostated. Fr. Hawes
mmm;mnmacmzmymram mmmﬁm
&%wmtryinatommaﬁa&nge%&%ot%m.

GPC 898720

‘!Rg,gy 1g"2«'eo VEYN fi;fﬁs .
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FOWLER, LEVA, HAWES & SYMINGTON
" 1701 K Street, Horthwest
Washington 6, D. Co
Septenber Si% 1958

His Bxcellency Mikhail Menshikov
M&Eﬂy of the U, 8. &8 H. :x\
1125 16th Strest, H. H.

Washington, D.-C.
Ro: Wildenstein & Co., Inc, -
Dear Ambespedor Honshikovs

In accordance with iy discupsion with the Pirst 3ceroblary
¢f the Inbassy, Mr. Veschunov, cur client, Wildenstein & Co.,
Inc. of Hew York, has written to the Hinistry of Culture in
Mogcow. 8o that you may be informed of the steps token in this
matter, I em enclosing a copy of the letter ahich was sgant on

Soptember 22, 1958‘
Sincersly yours,

Bno. ’ .
H.ob \® . Alexander B. Hawos

PG 59 e ALLOTaoTaR: »
- LetEb-y Wmmmwi »
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Hew York
Paris

The mmmw of culmm
Art Division
Hosoow, _ﬂ.&.s.k.

Attertions Mr. Lebedev
Res Geratenmg canm-.m
Gwﬁma - -

: At-themggma w«mw«,n.&,aﬁ
trangmitted to us by the First Secretary, wo are writing this letter

mwm.

mmmwlmuamormmmmmsmm
formerly constituted the Gerstemberg Collection. This collestion was
beught by us from its German cuner, Mra. Margarete Schart-Cerstenberg,
in 1937. nwwmmummmmm.mmn
delivery hsd not been accamplished by 1939, beceuse of export and
ourrency restriotions then in fwrce in Germany. During the wer the
Collection was entrusted to the Heticnal CGallery in Berlin by its
former Gurman owner, and in May, 1945, it wap in storage, slong with
many other art cbjects belonging to other cuners, in a flak tower
, in the Beriin Tiergarten. A% that time, all the objects in storage
were reuwoved for safokeeping by the Soviet military suthorities. e
mhammwimtmmmanmuummt
location snd gtate of mmamumnpmmwm
For assistance in identifly g them, we are encloging a list eof the
m»mumwewumummm
mdefmofmpﬂnu.

Very truly yours,
WILDRESTEIR & w" IKC. i

Lt

Resy § 4{73-/'23 Wf"f ) 2133299

e
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FOREIGN s::*n*:xm n:spm,ﬁ | o Heell
» «+Despatch-lios 1235 . Z &
TR e

rebmaxw 13, 1959 ) :-,9'5;759/?

TTor Dapartmnt of Stahe, Waahingt.on o ST T W
. BEFr mpartmant.'s Instmction A~303, Janum 16, 19‘.59 v R "W/ Ay
N : , A e LUK
S ST S 3
? 3@&0’@}: Clainm of@ildenstain & Geapany, Inc. - S cin Y
sl Ths Embaasy's comzent.s on the 19@31 gmoints i.mnlmﬁ in the .~ )
?mmmtswmmmmimﬂ:m : '
Lo 1.: &gcable I.ma Tha subjecb matter: 01’ the transacuon waa t.he
Gerstenberg. art - ction which at the tige of the transaction was -
‘located in Berlin, Cermany. -The transactxm itself; namely,-the sale

of the collection. from #rs. Scharf to "%iwmsmin on Juns. 13«,, 193?, wok

. place in Faris, Fraoce. -According to a gmrany ‘accepted principls of
the conflict of laws, a tramact.im vith respect. to govables is governed
by the-law.of the country where. the movables are-situated: (l.ex m, sd:wa).
(t:ee weﬂeﬂm. a Tremsa on Privm Knt.ermhional Lam[ A

s ‘m quaation uhat?xar mm t.o we art. mmcmou pwww *w
uimembem ‘a8 a result of: the contract uade in Paris must therefore
‘ba . detérmined in acoordam ‘with German law.' Frepch' hm ig ot applie
“‘cable.” This' atmm iy necessary in viéw of liri ﬂams"cmwmion s
- 4n’hisletter io’ thé State; Pepartaent of Septendicr 15, ‘1958; that ‘the
“art “‘collection became ‘tie property’ of: tildéenstein on Jdune 13, .193?,, ‘
(tha date of the transanum) drrespective of uhether: Gérman or: E‘rench
law’ ap@lied.u Tt ‘18" poss&hle ‘that.-re Haves cmmged ‘g views on” t,he

: applicahle]w. » _”;Bi,;g‘ subsaqusnt «subn.issimxs &al exclnaively mm t.ne

mqﬁres a) an’
" title ahiculd pass and (b) ‘delivery of pwsasaion ly "the’ ourier - the
-‘_;transi‘ema (m\im 929 of ‘the L!.vn Gaﬁer) ‘ ﬁcwﬂ dalivary of the

nt beween the- .ouner_and the tranafem t.hat.

mL:LaJvoh -Elbe/:rec .
RICTASSIFIED

659 lé{-ﬂ-f owaras e 9103500
. éa%ﬂﬁzM imm&[_@mr{ mm
{ B”ﬁ“? § . 034ISSYI03

'..,._.5.___,..._...._..,__. e



http:ofi�Ss8'salori.tv
http:German,l.aW
http:Pzi.vatie'Iilt8mtit1ouQf':l.aw

e 2 - o
mspatch o 1235 Ty
_ ‘ .- Bonn, I‘ebmaxw 13, 1959 e |
pmp&sw 7+ t.he wansfara@ mag, lmeemx', be r@lauad by an agreement be~ .
tmen&hemramlthetrm&femﬁmttkamuiﬂmﬁmmww ' :
possession as “dimct possessor® by virtue of a lega}. ‘relationship betueen
’ hiu and the: tmnsfam which makes the latter an “"indirect possessor™’
g {tection 930 of the Civil Code; so-called congtititun possessorfum). Since
' this rethod of substitution for actual ‘delivery -of no proper&y ‘501d
is in conflict vith-the principle of mﬁld.ag the transfer of property evident,-
Corman courts have int.erpwet.ed the provis:lm allowing tor a constitutum
ssosseriun narrouly rather than broadly. As @ general proposivion, thay
have m that a "separate and concreee," not ‘a t¥re “abstract" relationship
mst be ‘established betuwsen cuner and t.ranaf‘eme uhamby ‘the ‘transferee be-
cemes the "indirect pa%easar“ in mlat.im to the former ounors An undere
starniding that the ouner nay ‘continue to- hold possession “for the transferee”
or "on behalf of the transforee”: is-not considered- sufi‘ieienuy “eoncrete.”
_The device of the constitutum g aesmrium has particularly wide application
in cases of ¢onveyances of movable properiy as collateral for a ‘¢lain of
the transferee gguinst the ouner (Sicherungsibereigmung).  wWhils courts,
. ... because of the economic ‘importance of tiis device, lave tended in these
 cases to be samewhat liberal in permitting a legal relationship to qualify
as & valid constitutun’ Hmmoﬁm they asvertheless have insisted that a
conckete azﬁ separate '1 hip xzmst. exist oven'in this e of
t-ransmion. o ; '

3 Suchwasmeggﬂ.mofﬂwnﬂmortmﬂmmwww(ﬁeﬁclm—
gericht) in its decision of February 27, 1931, referred to-on poge 2 {first o

. fud) paragraph) of lir. -Heidenberger's opinion of.:December 22,. 1958 5:tir.
Heidenberper's summary of that decision, however, is defective in ons iapor~
tant dotall. It &s true, the Court did say that the legal:relationship agread
upon betuween the parties to.replace. delivery of movable property .sold need 4
not meet the fequirements of the-types of cantracts defined-in Section 868 ' ;g
of the Civil Codo. In stating whet would suffice to reet the
of a valid congtitutum possessorium, the Court sald that "it is sufiﬁcient.
that a definite rela m%ﬁr'cmm Verhiiltnis) is intended whereby the
transforee acquires indirect possession provided the right of the transferee
to demand delivery is not excludsd for all timss.” It should be noted thab
the decision deals with a case-of "Sicherungstbereigming.? Although not
apparent fron !r. Heidenberger's sumary, the decision clearly saintains
the requirement of & “concarete relationship.” If the Court considers such
relationship as submmw for actual delivery of movables to be reguired
in tho case of "Sicherungsilborelgnung,” the requirement exists with equal
if not greater i‘orce 4n the case of an ardinary. sales contract vhere the
parties have agreed to mplwa deldvery by a consttt.umm posgassorium.

\ : The transac&ion with respact t.o the Gerstenberg collection is
N enimdied in a writien agrecuent. As ir. Ysidenberger Just:!,v namarks,
AN constitutunn possescorium is nowhere centionsd in this agreement. AU
\. it is specific in ‘other respects, the agreement is silmb ‘on this vlt.al
: point and consequently, Lacks an ezssent.ial gaequﬁslt.a for the transfer of
t.it}.e.

\, ' t%.zm:&f'mn
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- CXLASSIFIED o |
Nty Page 3 -
Dospetch Ro. 1236 -
‘ Mm, bernm'y:l)‘ 1959

Yn an arﬁdavlt (the thermofax ocopy in the f1le doom no shw;; o

‘ w&t!mr simmtum or dste), Mr. 'dldenstein has given supplementary im-- -
formation .on the trensaction which dia’ not find expression in.the mm

ag:mmnﬂ.. ‘This informetion relates, in part.iaxlar, to understendinga

‘with mspect to & constitutun sessaFiun after the question had tesn

Faissd as a n'esult o? the axmﬁﬁcn of tr. tHeldenbayger's first logal

opinicn of Septamber 29,-1958. Ewen 1f the understandings menticued in .

the affidavit should be considersd to have formed part of ths: or&ginm eua-g

tract,ithey add nothing which could alter the conclusion reschsd: gbows . .

‘@mt«tiﬂedidnqtpassasa rosult of ‘the 1737 transaction. The agFes-

mont which the affidavit alleges was raachad bstuecn the partiss to am

Yes. Scherf to continiue possession of the collection is couched in the

vory- terms: ‘which courts have sald constitutes an "ahatrm" es distinguishsd

from & "concrete" constitutum ssorium ("shall continue to keep the
collsction ... on behalf of -i N .oee &nd O exsrcics the Sams

Care oy 23 8he had‘exercisad when she had cwed it") and which, as.
pointied: cut above, doos not suffice to raplsoa delivery as & pmmquimw
for the passing of title.

0 3e un conalder the legal situation to be quiba c).ear under epplicabls
Gormen law.: 1he following points ssem to us significant for e further
: ,apm'a&sal of the i.ramacucw

- {a) In his mwr of September 11, 1958, to iir. liawss, Mr.
Goldenberg states that "I'rs. Scharf did not wish to apply for the neces-
cary perrdssion to export the art objem“ in view of the restricticns
on. tha: export of such articlss {rom G .Thio seems to imply that
German law then in force concerning the ewt. of art objscts wes eppli-
cable to the Gerstenberp collection or parts of it (Ordinence of Dscem~
ter 11, 19]3, ond doplemanting Ordinance of the sans date; RGHL 1919, :
p. 1961).  Mr. Heldenberger; in his first opinion (p."S), Ukewise essums
Mthismtlmcaas. Ita!mi}.d ;notadﬂmtthislegialaumdtdm

£SO

inpose’ umxmm ‘on the ‘sale of such chjécte. "liowsver, both ths seller i
cud tho | ; t.omﬂfythsmm.amorunmncr o
dmmadiately ormeueormmmm {Saction 'y of the Implemernting <
Ordinancw). This notiocs wes mandatory, not discretionary with the perties. R
According to Mo ¥ ndnnatain’s affidevit, the parties agreed thay Gormen 3

lass ahauld bs comuod uith"befom danwry, and also that chlay in tho
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