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 TELEGRAM SENT

.TO:  DEPARTMENT . DATE:
CODE: SECRET PARAPIRASE CHRGED: ' G

" The' local money exchange house'
uantlties of 5 ‘000 French franc. notes al

Banca d'Italia lire notes. The lirew

"-,e

“hugust 10,
1943s The Emhassy 18 ehecking amount_ ‘ |
eltet,

> ¢ . . e

Drafted:DVR - -
'Encoded:bw . ST
eriginal and 4: paraphrases typed 1dc

Paraphrases to: Mr. Reed
‘ Mr, Bohap.
Files .~
Chronological:
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FROM:

(CRID

DAl evtember 3, & p. m., 1944
118 words NG 3089 (ledrid to Dept.
CODE:  ERCRET (PARAPHRAL Sept. 11, & a. .

SURNGES

following

(T EL 5 been
3069 -~-Sevtember &

Dep af&@nb
r &, & o, m,

*

sent. to th

e following telegram has besn
‘bo London as N

repeated
, and to

to BHern,
Puenocs fAire

iast ve:

aln was short of pesoc
“purchase the Institute

shen nezotiating
swiss, discussed the fessib

or wheat

with the

erlqnd'

e

o &Y
. 5 o 2 * —
in argentlna.

swiss obvectlons; cheve*, no ag regeeut was
reached. 1l ‘

O$Q &t

had on deposit
Becauss of Sw

1. There is not at the pTCUEPu tilc belns con- oo
: S~

N to that mentiomed

wepartnent's belegram Uo.

nplated any transaction siqi
in the

2EEL of
There is not an

August 17
tnrough

(s
W
1ad

L haa o d
vy evidence that Cermany 1s now chamneliin
Spain any transfers
& s

of gold or credits to
Hestern Hemisphere countries; our
continued, however.

We have been i
sureance that there will be brought to our. attenticn
v o imports of United States currency i
elemy. :

“raln from

Cecoded: mph
Vriginal and 5
Uriginal and

narcohrases

typed:

narachrase to . Reg
setion paravhrase to Mr. Bohan (2]
Parsphrases to: Filles
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: '~ TELEGRAM SENT o
| 70: DEPARTMENT .  DATE: August 26, 2 p.m., 194k
- | i R S S . No.: 2221-~PRIORITY » ‘

‘CODE: SICRET (PARAPHRASE) PR

Sy g0

e SECSTATE
wasnmcrow

s PRIORITY--zzzl--Aug. 265 2 p.m,

Thia me’ e is repeated to Montevideoo‘

In regard to the questlon of gold shipments so far

as can yet be known, there is only one detail of ' neral effort

 'of Papnair to secure penmission to handle commercialvtraffic

f

betwaen Buenos Aires and Montevideo and is nogz.gs-the Depart~

' ments seems to hqyagbeg”‘infarmed, a matter of a refusal on

shipments. (Reference Eepartment’s telegram

‘>]5’p.m.)' As previouhly reported in Embassy's:l

,: 5 pem., Pan American north and soubhbound plani”‘
\Montevideo but permission for commarcial tra
?given by Argentine governmentn Despite thd'
?a contract for shipment of Uruguayan gold”v:af

e, ..,g‘é._-w o m_\ g

Following the negotiation of the contract 'th‘1

offlce was successful in securing general pe'

: gold but only on the basis of a special autho
.;:each trip. Several special trips have been made aunder this
i‘arrangement but as yet permission for the tri' chedul ed
i this week has not been extended. However, per
*;ﬁ(repeatAnot) been refu§e¢ and the matter_hgg
| for final decision to the Ministry of wa;{;,‘,_' und
Bureau of Civil Aeronautics operates. ‘Eigﬁfeeﬁf

, are in Buenos Airas now.‘ As above stated the ques ion of

could be arrangedqviafgodero boats-by Panair,

‘expense to them, naturally; This patter has ‘n



R4
Entry B“;Lm%v ;

Flle

Epgm Y 3
ftg}\ oAbl S

thing other than a detall of Pﬁha;r!svnegetid£

:permissionAtéThandle<commercial-traffic"Ziﬁeuﬁmb s
will continue to observe developments closely'a

; aware of the posaible aignificance.
REED
‘ elr
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S Drarted' CRB S
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FROM: J“PART&FNT Tevtember 23, 5 p.m.
L2 aordu ‘ RICK 1459
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BUTHOS AIRIEE

1459 September 23, 5 p.r

The Depertment would apnrecliate & reply
expedited to ite instruction nwaber 5796 deted

May 2L in connection

;v transfers

Cecnded: nlc
Originel and 5 parapk
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Originsl and para
s

ragse Lo rasd.
sction paraphrase to Kr. Berger (2)
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. TELEGRAM RECEIVED ™

DEPARTMENT ‘ DATE: - October 11, 7 P'm~,l9A4¥

2Ll words NUMBER: 1552 ff;‘}m |
: : N
SECRET PARAPHRASE o RECEIVED: October 12, 9 a.m.,1944
il%_ A
/’ .

s
- 4

SECTION ONE , We have sent the following telegram to

the American Mission Paris and repeated in substance to
the American Delegation Rome, and it is repeated for your
information,

SECTION TWO, Qur Embassy in Buenos Alres has informed us

that quantities of 1,000 Banco d’ Ltalla llre notes and of

5 000 franc French notes are being sold by exchange houses

1n‘Buenos Alres, The decree of September 22, '43 and August
10, '43, authorized the issuance of the lire notes., It is |
believed by the American ﬁmbassy in Buenos Airés that both
claéses of theése notes are looted currency,

o
?1ndlv bring thls information to the attention of zﬁ%

the French and discuss wlth them the Creme:r:‘al guestion of i}%

%

preventlng realization on such notes, Some legislation,

it is believed, which would make realization and redemption
of the notes in Frénce impossible already existé, but the
information of the Department on this subject is not specific,
Transmit any relevant 1egislation and the views of the

French on this problem, The Question of looted French

currency, it is recognized, 1s of pecullar interest to

the French, but our interest in all Axis assets, and

especially flight capital, would seem to make it aépropriate
for us to inquire of the French as to their attitude and

to raise this question with them.

Decoded:ldc . HULL

Original and 5 paraphrases typed;Ldc
Original and paraphrase to: Mr, Reed

Action paraphrase to: Mr, Berger (2)
Paraphrase to: Files '
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THRIEGRAM RUCEIVED

' : . ll7 wordg
FROM: AmEmbassy, dontevldeo DATE: Hovember 22, 5 p.u.,l9h4

NC: 1102 {(Monte No. te Dept.)

CODE: Confidential (Paraphrase) @EbﬂlVﬁD:”Hovem@er’22,9 pa, 1941

mhe following telegram has been sent td the Department:

1102 - November 22, 5 Deile

é%%tjﬁ | The Bank of Republic reports that Lhe local Bank of
London has informally applled Tor a permit to Jmport monthly
remittances of 150 kilogramg of fine gold bar from the
Chilean CaJa minera for immediate reexzportation to the
A:bbntlne destined "to pay rem1cter'" commercial obligations.,"
No further details are presently avalllee, The duration is
not specified, but the Bank of Republic would not grant
" a permit for lenger than trimester terms and can dis crotion-
arily de%ﬁy the‘permit if the Y¥mbassy Wluﬂeuob Please udviso o
in this connection. éfl'
This Lessage nas bheen repeated to Santiago and Bﬁenos Qa
Alires, |
| DA VO ON
Decoded: mlc ’ ,
Original aund 4 paraphrases typed: bw
Orlginal and paraphrase to ir. Reed
Action paraphrase to ir., Berger

Paraphrases to: Files
' Chrono
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: DEPARTHMENT Date: December 1, 1l a.m., 1944

Ro.: 2898

~ Code: SECRET (PARAPHRASE)

SECSTATE
WASHINGTON

2898--December 1, 11 a.m.

This message 1s repeated to Montevideo. 5Fq kjg g

Reference Montevideo’s telegram number 1102 of

November 22, 5 p.m., the importation of go¢d into

T

‘Montevideowmay have connection with the imnorts of gold

iR EMURIEY

into Argentina, which was discussed in this HZmbassy's

ERct
o

Alrgram number Aj446 of June 2, 10 a.m, Hmbassy is
advised that the Chllean Cajs de Credito Minero

is arranging for cancellation of Alaln de Trenqualye

Farganel and Saul Ralchberg contracts as ¢f Uecember 15th,

w}r

The Department's telegram number 1148 of July 17, 8 p.n.
disapproved the 4Lmerican bank extending credit to the
above persons for the purchase of Chilean gold here.

RELD
deb

Drafted: CAW
Encoded: bw
Original and 3 paraphrases typed: Jf
Paraphrases to: Mr. Reed
Files
Chroriclogical
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TLLEGRAM SENT

To: DEPARTHMENT - Date: December 1, 11 a.m., 1944
No.: 2898 “

Code: SECRET (PARAPHRASE)

SECSTATE
WASHINGTON

2898«--Dacember 1, 11 a.m.

November 22, 5 p.m., the importation of gold into

Alrgram number A;44ém5f«5une 2, 10 a.m, Embassy 1s

 This message is repeated to Montevideo. ;6 N;M

Reference Montevideo's telegram number 1102 of

by

A

Montevideo may have connection with the imports of gold

\‘\AU-' TR R R

into Argentina, which was discussed in this Bmbassy's

?“’.ﬁ
advised that the Chilean Cajs de Credito Mineroc “*xx\

is arranging for cancellatlion of Aluin de Trenqualye
Farganel and Saul Raichberg contracts as of Docember 15th.

0
g;i,» !

The Department's telegram number 1148 of July 17, 8 p.m.

i
L

disapproved the aAmerican bank extending credit to the

above persons for the purchase of Chilean gold hers.

Drafted; CAW
Encoded: bw
Original and 3 paraphrases typed: Jf
Paraphrases to: Mr. Reed
: Files
Chronological
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Enclosure No. 2 to despateh No. 6569

of February 23, 1942, from American
Embassy, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

’-”w-ﬂ-ﬂm-ﬂ-u‘q”ﬁw-ﬂc

To regulate the application of this. decrae, we
__esn now set forth the following detalls: = .. .
-~~~ The spirit of the decree was %0 prevent foreignars,

' especlally nationals of the countries which attacked
 the Americas - Japan, Germeny and Italy ~, from effecting
finencial transactions and moving funds. of a dubious
nature for propaganda and other purposes . which might
threaten the safety of the continent.

Bealdes the nationals of these gountries, the pro-
visions of this deoree also mffect the nationals of
other countries siding with the aggressor: nations;
and those of the occupied countries who are sympathetic
to the 1nvaﬁars. The decree, therefore, is not appli-~ : o

. cable to native Brazilians, the nationals of any P
American countries, those of countries not engaged: in
war;, and those of countries at war on the side of the
‘American casuse. To all of these, however, including
Brazilians, the provisions of the décree may be applied
when it is suspected that their relatjions with entities
of the aggressor nations, or their allles, particularly
banka, are dangerous or detrimental to Amﬁriean 1nterests.

i Far the proper appliocation of the pravisians or

: %his dgores and passing judgment on the nationality
of an individual, the utmost cerefulmness should be :
given tb factual circumstances, that is, the fact should
be considered that there are meny: nationals of the
‘aggressor nations who are deeply radicated in Brazil,
with no political interests whatsocever in thelr countries
of origin; and; above all, with no possibilities or

~ desire for harmful aativi&iea. The terms of the law,

. therefore, shall not be applied to such individuals.
On the other hand; there are many econcerns which, even
though they are legally Brazilian, have foreign members
or foreign dependents who are in a position to put into
prectise the very same activities which we dasire to
restrain. The provisions of the law will be appllied to
the latter. No fast rules can be established for such
cases, but we trnat to.yuar diaoretian.

In a general way, we consider es guspieious opera—
tions those which; when effected by the individuals
affected by the provisions of deerse~law 3911, according
‘to these instruetions, result in the movement of funds
or values in amounts considered large for euch indivi~
duals, for purposes not duly proved. This means that
even those individuals affected by the provisions of
this deoresand these instructions, ere not preveanted

/fram
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rrnm,moving their bank or custody accounts, and “
effecting other banking transestions, when & ylaasible
reason can be prodnced for such transéntians. o

-y

Another puzpase of the deoreo 1z the protectiau
of banking establishments, savings banks and depositors.
The following proesdure should thus be followed in
the eass of Axls banks established in Brazil or those
connecteﬂ with the Axia countries:

Sush' banks should be prevented from using their
cash resources for preferential treatment of the
requirements of thelr nationals, their sllies, or
suspects, to the detriment of the interests of other
partiss, that is, diserimination sheuld be rastrainad.

To avold excessive withdrewals from those banks,
you mey graduate them, by apportioning the possivilities
of the bank's resonrces to the legitimate neceaaities
of depositors,

A8 to savings banks and other Brazilian frienﬂly
‘banks, you will observe that there are several lustances
in which the decree cannot be applied, such as when
they refer to transactions between such banks and indi-
viduals not cffected by the decres. You may even tell
‘such banks that operations effeoted between them and
the firms mentioned are not the odject of any contrcl
or restriotion. However, Brazilisen banks and those
of countries whioh defend the American ‘oause, as well
ap savings banks, mmst observe the fact that depositors
affeocted by this deorée may wish t0 exceed the limit
of withdrawals, whioh should be avolded, not only for
the convenience of the dsepositary bank, but alse to
prevent such funds from remaining in undesirable hends
and out of control, Under such conditions, the law
will be spplied in common agreement with the pdyee,
withdrawals only being penmltted for entiraly Justi-~
fieble parposea.

There is no doubt but that in amall towns, where
the population gconsists mostly of Brazillans or forelgners
who have lived in Brazil for many years end no important
recent foreign nucleus exists, there will be little
.opperﬁnnity for the applicatien of this decree.

. Sy*the terme of deoree~law 3911, the supervisiun ot
this decree has been entrusted to the Banking Fiscali-
zation Department of the Bank of Brazil., This depart-
ment. will exereise guch supervision by mesns of its
'~ agents, and in case the work should require it, other
employees of the' bank may be usea.

In savings banks and other Brazilian bankﬂ, or those
originating in American countries or countries siding
with the American cause, the supervision may be exercised
"g, posteriori" in goad faith, the information submitted

 otng 104033
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being cansidered as a true statement, except~ig the
¢case when a proved fact to the contrary ahould,give
rise to a change in such criterium. In pleces where
bank supervision or a Bank of Brazil agency does not
exist, for the purposes of this decrce, the menager
of each bank located in such pleces will be appointed
a8 supervisor, and the Fiscelization Department will
proceed periodically to & general inspection under

'~ the same eriterium as stated above, that is, of reci-

. procal oonfidence until proof tc the contrary ia

submitted. «

For the supervision of banks originating in
azgressor netiona, or their allies, where a Bank of
Brazil ageney does not exist, a special suparviaor
will be appointed,

special suyarviaion should be ex@rcised avar
the banks mentioned heélow, and thelr agencies; as well
as othera located in this zone under the same conditions:

“The kaohama Specie Bank Ltd.
Banco Allem#o Transatlentifo
Bango Germanico

Banso Francez e Italiano,

An adequate number of supervisors should be nemed
to oversee these banks and previoualy econtrol each
transastiun. -

This oironlar is to be kept eanfidential but not
secret, therefore you are authorized to maske it known
to savings banks, other Brazillian banks and banks
originating in American esountries or countries siding
with the American cause, it being in order to supply
such banks with an unsigned copy of the circular so
that they ey instrunt their branches and agencies.

H
!
i
t
'
!
N

/m;. |
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Enclosure 4 to despatch No. 6003
of December 10, 1941, from American
Embassy, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

TRANSLATION

_Circular Telegram to the Agencies - CONFIDENTIAL

NATIONAL - URGENT December 9, 1941

"BANKING FISCALIZATION:- The Government has just 1issued
a decree-law blocking all payments of firms or to firms

originating in non-American. countries and which are in-

volving in the war.

Please advise 8ll banks under your jurisdictlon thst
all payments must have the aporoval of the Panking Filscal-
ization, which will only grant such payments in small
proportion 1In cases where thelr necessity 1s proved,
your Agency consulting this General Administration in

~doubtful cases.

This blocking refers not only to current accounts,

~but also -to payment orders, dlscounts, loans, exchange
~operations, and, finally, to all and any operation in-

volving the movement of funds,

These provisions must be applied to 2ll Banks, how-
ever, speclal control must be exercised over the banks
mentioned below and others exlsting In your trade center
under 1dentical conditions:

The Yokohama Specie Bank Ltd.

Banco Alamfo Transatlantlco

RBanco Francés e Italisno para a America do Sul
‘Banco Germanico da Amerlica do sul,

to whom the visa measure will be applied, also, protecting
them from bank runs, as thelr payments will depend on the
approval of the Banking Fiscallization.

The above mentioned Banks are subject to depositing

at the Bank of Brazll their surplus funds.

To each of these Banks there must be appointed the
number of Iinspectors required for efficient supervision,

‘the Chief of the Banking Fiscalization being authorized

to request employees of other sections, as the case
Involves measures pertalning to the national defenss.

At the Brazilian banks, savings banks, state and
federal and of other nationalities, the control may be
effected posterloril, being allowed prior consultation in
cases of doubt. Any abuse belng verified on the part
of any of these banks, the measures applicable to the

first group must te taken.

In cities where the Bank of Brazil has no branch,
the discallzing function will, temporarily, be delegated
to the local managers of bank agencies, if they are native-
born Brazilians, the nearest Banking Fiscallzation officer
paying periodic visits.

In 19

]

Enclosure?2
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' In casés where, in the city, there exists only a .
foreign bank, the Banking Fiscalization will nominate
» an employee, especlally as an 1nsnector, for the pur- ..

- poses

. appro

1n view, -

Compensations of checks are, also subject to the
val of the Banking Fiscalization,"

124036
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DEPARTMENT OF STA'i'
WASHINGTON

February 10, 1944
AIR MAIL

)
| CONFIDENTIAL O
% No. ;5;;Z%??§7

; ‘ To the .

Officer in Charge of the American Mission,
Buenos Alres.

i

The Secretary of State refers to the Embassy's
telegram no. 255 of January 28, 1944 and the Depart-
ment's telegram no. 185 of Februsary 1, 1944 concern-
Ingz the action taken by the Governments of the other
i Amerlcan Republics 1n order to control the activities
% of German hanks, with particular reference to any
f v ‘proceedings leading toward the liguidation of the
4 German banks and any new information indicating
i financling of subversive actlvities by the banks.
|

d ‘ There 1s enclosed herewith a memorandum sume-
i marlzing information avallable to the Department
d concerning these matters.

This information is sup-

plementary to that contained in the above-mentioned
it telegram.

Enclosure:
Nemorandum, with enclosures.

. 840.51 Frozen Credits 35/296

g
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MEMORANDUM

Actlion taken in the Other Americen Republics,
Except Argentina, Agalnst German Banks

This memorandum contalns information supplementing
that forwarded to the Embassy at Buenos Aires by tele-
gram wlith regard to the action taken by the "Governments
of the other 3merican,ﬁepublics agalnst German Banks Q
and ‘eny new Information obtained which would indicate :
implication by German Banks In the financing of subversive
activities.

BRAZIL

Control by the Brazilian Government over enemy ' 1
banks in Brazil had its inception in the promulgation
of decree law no. 3911 of December 9, 1941 (enclosure
no. 1). The administrative rewulations and interpre- _
tation issued by the Bank of Brazil pursuasnt to that r
law are attached as enclosures nos. 2 and 3.

On August 24, 1942, two days after declaring war on
the Axis, the brazilian Government published offlclally' : i
decree law no. 4612 (enclosure no. 4) ordering the imme- i
diate closing of the enemy banks. Under the provisions
of that decree, licenses of enemy banks were revoked and
interventors sappointed to proceed with liquidation. In
pursuance of article £ of decree law no. 4612, the
Minister of Finance issued instruction no. 128 (enclosure
N no. 5) outlining the powers and duties of the interventors
D appointed to effect the liquidation of the enemy banks,.

A general summary of the administrative problems |
which arose from the liguidation of Axis banks in Brazil
and a summary of the actions taken by the Brazililan
Government and the Embassy at Rio de Janeiro to solve
those problems are contained in despatch no. 9822:6f
Jenuary 22, 1943 from the Embassy at Rio de J&neiro-
(enclcsure no. 6)e

An examination of the books and records of the
German Banks in Brazil indicates that they exercised
an influence over the financial activities of German
interests in Brazil. However, owlng to the control of - :
the banks' activities. exercised by the Brazillian fiscal f
authorities, beginning with the promulgatlon of decree j
law no. 5911 and owing to the fact that the Yermans i

%

were tnoroughly prepared for government action and had
destroyed many confidentid or political documents, few
examples have been found of direct financing of subversive
activities by the banks. The records of both the Banco , E
Allemflo Transatlantico and the Banco Germanico establish
that after the severance of releations between Brazll and .
Germany, the Rio and S8o Paulo branches of these banks
recelved from Berlin via Argentina coded messages con-
taining orders and instructions for the payment of funds.
Replles to Berlin were transmitted by these banks through
the ssme channels. In the files of the Banco Allem#o
Transatlantico were found detalled records of movements

of
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of Allled ships far exceeding in metliculousness anything
of this nature normelly maintained by commercial banking
institutions. There were also found originals of letters
from Germany addressed to employees of the bank, authorizing
them to assume Brazilian citizenship, presumably without

- the risk of loss of German citizenship. Both German banks

maintained drawing accounts for the German Embassy at Rio
de Janeiro which were periodically replenished by cash

~deposits and from which monthly withdrawals were made by
~bearer checks. These accounts far exceeded in the aggre-

gate the normal expenses of a diplomatic mission. The
liquidator of the Banco Allem&o Transatlantico has found

at least two instances where that bamk, after 1940, greatly
increased the available line of credit to Germans subse-
gquently imprisoned for esplonage actlvities.

CHILE

- A law authorizing the Chilean authorities to esta-
bllish financial and commercial controls in Chile went
into effect December 23, 1943. One. of the first actions
of the Chileen euthorities under this law was the issuance .
of a decree on January 19, 1944 declaring the Chilean
offices of the Banco Aleman Transatlantico and the Banco

. Germanico de la America del Sud in ligquidation as of

December 31, 1943. The decree provided that liquidation
should be carried out by the Superintendency of Banks
pursuant to appropriate provisions of the general banking
law, special reference being made to title five of that
law. Altogether six offices of the banks mentioned will
be affected. Even though the decree had been prepared
for some time, intensive efforts were made by the banks

-durlng the last few days preceding its promulgation to

secure the continued operation of the banks under the
supervision of an interventor. These efforts were
successfully forestalled by the excellent work of two
cooperative Chilean officials.

COLOMBIA

There is attached to this memorandum (enclosure

" no. 7) a copy of the recommendation for deletion of the

Banco Alemén Antioquefio from the Proclaimed List for
Colombla. This enclosure contains full information
concerning the reorganization of this bank, now known

as the Banco Comercial Antioquefio. Banco Alemén Antio-
quefio was deleted from the Proclaimed List on February 28,
1942, ,

MEXICO

The enclosures to the Department's circular in-
structlon of December 17, 1942 outlined in considerable
detail the vesting procedure of the Mexican Government
established under the decree law of June 11, 1942. In
the case of the Banco Germénico de la América del Sud
this procedure did not run its normal course in as much

‘as the bank ceased to exist upon the expiration of its

franchlse,
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franchise, and formal vesting consisted merely 1in the

blocking of its remaining assets. The Depértment has

no new 1nformatlon concerning the former subversive

activities of Banco Germénico in addition to that con-

tained in despatch no. 11,950 of August 12, 1943 from :
the American Embassy at México, D. F., transmitted to : ‘
‘the BEmbsassy at Buenos Aires with 1nstruction no. 4827 :
of September 1, 1943. -

PARAGUAY

The intervention of the Banco Germanico de la
fmerica del Sud occurred on October 2, 1943. Prior to
this date the Paraguayan Government had been reluctant |
to take such action although it had suggested several h
times that the Banco Germanico be taken over outright, o
preferably through purchase by an American bank. One
of the chief reasons for this reluctance was the fact i
that the German bank in Asuncién had made a loan to the ‘
Prarguayan Government in August 1928. Thls loan was
carried in the Debt Service Schedule of the 1942 budget
and at that time was set down at 273,999 gold pesos. L
The interest snd amortization allowance in the 1942 3
budget on this loan was set at 15,000,000 paper pesos. B
This loan had been renewed regulerly on a quarterly

. + beasis and as of the conclusion of March 1243 the debt
L stood at 219,043.45 gold pesos eand 9,117,220,90 paper . ;
) pesos. Another reason was because the Banco Germanico ‘
for some years ranked in Paraguay as the principal i

commercial bank In the sense that it devoted a large

part of its funds and resources to loans made to b
agriculturists throughout the country. i

During the latter part of September 1943, however, i
1t became evident that the Paraguayan Government officlals |
were becoming more favorably disposed toward the control i
of the Banco Germanico. Paraguay was at that time one of |
the very few nations which had broken relations with the

Axils powers (decree law no. 10793 of January 28, 1942 and
decree law no. 11068 dated February 16, 1942) but which

had not in one form or another established supervision i
over German banking interests. _ i

There 1s attached to this memorandum a copy of N
despatch no. 1715 of January 10, 1944 from the American i
Embassy at Asuncidn (enclosure no. 8) which contains the ’
text of the Flnal Report of the Interventor of the
Asuncldén branch of the Banco Germanico. This report
presents the clearest picture available of the results : i
of the intervention of the Banco Germanlco by the Para- |
guayan Government. ‘ )

PERU
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PERU

The Banco. Alemén Transatlantico in Peru was placed
under the administration of the Superintendency of Banks
by decree dated September 5, 1942, The Superintendency
of Banks was charged in the -decree to effect the trans-
fer of the veank in the form to be established by the
Flnance Ministry, or failing that, to liquidate the same,
From September 19, 1942 to October 20, 1942 1ts activities
N were confined to the paying off of depositors and to other
e routine matters, Its doors were closed to the public at
the close of business on October 20, 1942, except for’
the settlement of obligatlons. Unfrozen deposits and
securities held for safe-keeping have been transferred
to the Central Reserve Bank and the owners have been
notified to call at the Central Reserve Bank for their
funds end property. After the unfrozen deposits were
transferred to the Central Reserve RBank there remained
approximately one million soles in  frozen deposits,
'Most of the bank's staff including all of the Germans
have been glven an indefinite pald furlough.

. The bank has not been expropriated and still owns
property and assets. This means that 1t still exists

as a legal personality ready for the war's termination. o
No amount of suggestion on the part of our Embassy in Coy
Lima has thus far persuaded the Peruvian Goverrment to . "
extinguish this institution. A new bank is presently f
being organized in Peru. The organizers of this new
venture would very much llke to have certaln of the
properties and assets of the Banco Aleman Transatlantico i
and it may be that they can induce the Peruvian Govern-
ment to exproprlate the German bank and sell its assets. |

URUGUAY ‘ ?

&rticle IV of the decree law of December 12, 1941
provides: "The Bank of the Republic until further |
order will exercise a strict contrecl of a permanent o :
character over the Banco Aleman Transatlantico and the R

1y
|
|

Banco Frances e Italiano para la America del Sud with
a view to preventing the transfer of assets abroad and
- the appllication of their assets and deposits to opera-
tions which may affect thls country or those countries
with whose international situation this country has
proclaimed its solidarity."

, Decree of October 17, 1942 (based on the investi-
gations conducted by the Urugua an "Commission Investi-
gation Antil-National Actlvities ) provides: I

YArticle 1. The intervention in the Banco Aleman
Transatlantico, conferred upon the Bank of the Republic
by the decree of the Executive Power dated December 12,
1941, Article IV, is implemented and must be carried
out with the purposes of limiting the operatlons of the
said bank to the following:

a) To .
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"a) To receive funds in payment of credits,
loans and advances that it may have granted, as
‘well as of any other sums that may be due 1it.

"b) To pay when due unblocked déposits, the
withdrawael of which may be requested by the re- ‘
spective depositors. i

"o) To liquidate the other pending trans-
L - actions which the Interventor authorizes. V

"4) To pay its budget of salaries and the ,
expenses strictly necessary for its operation.

"Article 2. The Banco Aleman Transatlantico may

not carry out any operation other than those specifled
~in the preceding Article, except with the special
authorization granted by the Bank of the Republic.

{ "Article 3. All funds pertaining to the Banco
: " Aleman Transatlantico which are not necessary to effect
i the operations specified in Article 1 shall be de=-
! s - posited in custody in the Bank of the Republic as
| . blocked funds. These funds can be utilized only with

- the authorization of the Rank of the Oriental Regublic
i ) ~ of Uruguay." v

| The control of the Banco Aleman Transatlantico as

P - + 1t now exists under the decree of October'lV,,1942 is

L g effective and the bank's activities are now in the pro- :
! - cess of being liguidated. The savings account deposits '

(| in the Banco Aleman now total only $130,000 azs of August

{ ‘ 1946 end since the Banco Aleman 1is permltted to pay only

© 2% interest, it would appear that this account will soon

- be llquldated since higher interest rates can be obtained

; elsewhere. The deposits In checking accounts total only

i , " 440,000 Uruguayan pesos owned by 1ts correspondents :
' abroad snd by local Proclaimed List nationals. :

The maln reason for the rigorous control of the

" operations of the Banco Aleman in Uruguay is the findings
of the "Commission on Anti-National Activities" presented
in a pamphlet entitled "Novement of Nazi Funds in Uruguay".
It is assumed that a copy of this pamphlet has been directed
to the Embassy by the Bubassy at Montevideo.
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Enclosures:

h . 1.

2

Decree law no. 3911 of December 9,
1941 (Brazil). '

A&ﬁinistrative regulations of Décember
9, 1941 1ssued by the Bank of Brazil.

Bank of Brazil's Interpretation of
decree law noc. 3911 of December 9,
1941,

Lecree law no. 4612 of August 24,
1942 (Brazll)

Instruction no. 128 1issued by the
Minister of Finance (Brazil).

Lespatcn no. 9822 of January 22,
1943 from the Embessy at Hio ae
Janeiro. :

Recommendation for deletion of Banco
Alemén Antioquefio from the Proclaimed
List (Colombia).

Despatch no. 1715 of January 10,
1944 from the Embassy at Asuncxon.
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED F ROM DEPARTHIENT
Recelged February 2, 1944, 9 a.m.

SECRET

ANEMBASSY

BUEZNOG AIRES

US URGENT - 185 - February 1, 5 p.m.
- §5i-
In answer to your recent Lelefram on German banks

we have the following information:
The Banco Germidnico de la América del Sud was sub-
jected by the Mexican Government to the provisions of the

decree law which governs enemy properties issued June 13,

A it

1943. Cn that date control of its properties was taken by

uemporary agents in order to prevent dissipation of assetls -

-

When the bank's francinise expired the assets were frozen in 8

before the institution of a permanent plan of custodianship@

blocked accounts in the Banco de Mexico and the Banco Ger- \\5“5
o
ménico ceased to exist. ‘ ﬂﬁ

——

The Colomiban Government reorganized the Banco Aleman <.

'Antioqueno early in 1942. About one~third of the share-

holding of this bank was German, The Caja de Credito which

~is a governnent ihstitution was appointed trustee of the

blocked CGerman holdings, except for a small portion which

was owned by Germans in Colombla, the shares to be returned

to the German owners after the war. The‘trustee waé given

about 40% repreoentatlon on the board by this arrangement,

and in addition it was stipulated that the Trustee must be
satisfied with the directors, personnel and all operation.

Other features of the reorganization were a change in meme

to the Banco Commercial Antiogueno; the dismissal of un- oy
' o

desirable personnel; and the restriction of transactions H>
. <o

with blocked firms by requiring the approval thereof by é;‘

the trustee.
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'the trustee,

In October 1942 the Uruguayan Government subjected

‘the Banco Aleman Transagtldntico to intervention on the
‘basis of investigations which were conducted by tne Uru-

guayan "Commission Investigating anti-National Activities.®

‘The bank was placed under the complete control of the Uru-

guayan Banco de la Republica. The report of the Commission

{aated August 1942 established the bank's connection with the
- financing of subversive activities and we assume that you

 have, or can obtain, a copy of this report.

In Og&ggiy 12&} the Paraguayan Goverament intervenéd
the Banco Germdnico de la América del Sud. The report of the
interventor of December 27, 1943 indicatesAthat the profits
over a period of years were lmmediately removed to the Banco
‘Germanico at Buenos Aires, It is believed that the bank's
records were either deétroyed or forwarded to Buenos Aires
prior to intervention. Most of the Proclaimed List accounts
were transferred from the Banco Germaénico to Asuncidén branch
of the Banco de la Nacidn. |
The Banco Alemao Transatlantico and the Banco Germanico
da Asmerica do Sul were ordered immediately closed Dby the
Brazilian Government on August 24, 1942, Licenses were re-
voked and interventors Werengzgigﬁga to proceed with the
liguidation. The Axis personnel was summarily dismissed and
barred from entering the premises. To replace the dismissed
employees personnel was provided by the government-owned Bank
of Brazil., By further decree‘provision was made for the re-
employment by other banks of the officials who had not acted
against national security. This re- employlent applied in-~
discriminately fo all the ex-officials regardless of their

nationality and created an excellent impression by saving

innocuous foreign employeées from serious economic hardship.

-

9ENENT

Some former financing of subversive activities is revealed

by a
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by a recent examlnatlon of'the bank flles.‘ 

By a decree of the Chilean Government dated January
19, 19A3 the Banco Aleman Transatldntico and the Banco Ger~
manico declargd in liquidation as of December 31, 1943; this
liquidgpionAto be carried out by thé~$up§riﬁtendenéy‘of |
Banks. The intensi%e effortS'by*the banks to secure con-
tlnuedvoperatlons under the superv181on of an 1nterventor

were unsuccessful.

The Banco Aleman Tmansatlantico was placed under the

' ey

administration of the Peruvian “uperintendency of Banks in

eptember 19A2 Since October 20, l9a2 bne doors ‘have . ‘been

..closed to the public except Ior the @ettlement of obllgatlons.
The unfrozen dep081ts and the. uecurltles for safe—keeplnw
'were transferred to the Central Reserve Bank Approx1mately
. one mllllon soles in frozen dep081ts remalned after this
| transfer.a |
Ve are alrmalllng further detalls.
T HULL
. Decoded: idc .
Orlglnal and b paraphrabes typed: mrh o
Orlglnal and -paraphrase to: The Ambassador
~ Action paraphrase to: Mr. Bohan

Para@prase to: TFiles
. Chronological
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In the preparatlon of thls report 'the generous ‘assistance render'ed

arfr, Spejcifal\hss?i{ tant . to the .Secretary-Treasurer
of the Amerlcan Commss:.on for the Protection and Salvage of Artistic
and Historic Ecnments m Ver: J.reas is gratefuf g’f.acknowledged.
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INTRODUCLTON |

The salvage of Buropean art traasures ‘is an uxgent problem, -
presenting two maih aspects. The first deals with the actual .
preservation of such treasures for. their intrinsiec ‘cultural and
ertistic value. = The second deals w1th their recovery and re-
stitution to thelr‘leg1t1mate owers, since they constltute a
flnanclal asset in the hends of the enemy. ‘

Allled committees were set up for’ tne protection and shelter-
ing of momments and objects of art in liberated areas.. They .

- worked in close cooperation with the armed and air forces to"

_ spare and salvage art treasures in battle areas, or near
military ‘objectives in occupried territories. ' Among such .
comittees are *The British Committee on the Preservatlon and
Restitution of VWorks of Lrt, hrchives end other Meterials. in
‘Enemy Hands," “The /merican Commission for the Protection ‘and
Salvage of Lrtistic and Historic Monuments in War Lreas,™ Wohg .
Vaucher Sub-Committee of the Conference of hAllied Ministers of-
Education," .and G+5 SHLEF. It is elso understood that govern=-.
ments of the liberated countries are setting up machirery:to.
aid in the task of" salvaging art treasures. Furthermore, the
jmericen Embassy in London indicated on December 7, 1944, that
preliminary steps were being taken for the formatlon of an
“Inter-Allmed Commlttee on Restitut1on."_

Foreign Econommc Ldm1n1stratlon is concerned with the other
phase -of the problem- recovery and restitution of looted art
tressures which are of economic velue to the enemy, who is
knownito have attempted to’ ‘dispose of them in neutral countries,
in order to :accumulate foreign funds and securltles whlch‘mlght
escape £llied control. B

Mosﬁ expefts agree that it is difficult to estimate the value .of
the art treasures looted by the Nezis, since the value of art is
extremely fluld._ The Mlnlstry of Economlc JWarfare is said to.
heve set the figure &t &36,000,000:(§144,000,000), ‘while Freancis
He- Taylor, Director:- of the letropoliten Museum of Lrt, reported
that the Nazis had stolen European art treasures valued at -
#2,000,000,000 to $2,500,000,000, more than the total value of
all the- works of art in the United States. The: ‘amount of looted
art, however, actuelly exported to'neutral countries and.the

_ Wiestern Hemisphere by Nazi Offlclals is prebably a fractlon of
these total. estlmates. ' o

The flnanclal value to the enemy of looted proPerty, 1nclud1ng
objects of art, was recognized - by the 44 nations assembled at
the TUnited Nations Monetary and Financial Conference at Bretton
Woods, July 1944, The  delegates ‘of the 44 nations adopted &
resolution, known es resolution VI, in regerd to enemy assets
end looted property, and further recommended '"that all Govern=
‘ments of countries represented at this conference take action
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consistent with their reletions with the countries at war to call.
upon the Governments of neutral éountries to teke immediate measures

* %o prevent any dlsposltlon or transfer within territories subgect

* to their jurisdiction of any...lcoted goldy’ currency, ‘art: object,

© securitiess.s&nd other essets looted by the enemy; as well as to un-
_cover, :segregete end hold et ‘the’ dlspOSltlon of the post-llberation Y
authorities in the-appropriete country any such essets w1th1n o
territory subject to thelr Jurlsdlctmon.“ : *

This. resolution wes. in’ -accord wzth the Declarat1on of London of
January 5, 1943 with respect to looted property, -end wes circulated
among Lmerlcan dlplomatlc m;ssions in September 19é4. -

Hech of the smgnatory natiens in turn requested the Governments of
‘Eire, Portugel, Spein, - .Sweden;, - Sw1taerland and- Turkey, as well as
the irgentine Republic to cooperate with the United Netioms in the
safeguardlng of property 1ooted by the fﬁemy, 1nclud1ng obaects of
art.« , , ; . :

The task Wthh the. Unlted Nations have taken upon themselves 1s
manlfold. It 1nvolves«' S ;

1. Identzflcatlon upon recovery of art treasures looted
bJ the Nazls.

2e Establishlng of clalms by the rlghtful owners, w1th
» ;pOSltlve proof of prev1ous ownershlp.

3. Setthment of llt1gat1on ar151ng from the fact that

- intermediary owners may have purchased looted property
, from cloaks, unaware thet. such’ dealers were fences for
' the Neaziss

ATt treasures in natlonal collectlons are on record, and 1t will
‘be comperstively eesy to esteblish a descriptive list of master-.
pieces missing from museums, art galleries; &nd: churches. These,
cermot rezdily be put on the market, .and nations® rxghts to olagim
back the works:stolen from them are unquestioneble.. This is also
true of some -of thoe more renowned prlvate eollections, ofben as’
unportant and valuable as the natlonsl ones. ., The Roﬁhschild ]
collections in-Frence, for instance, were estlmated, ‘before thp
war, at- several tens of million dollars. -

, Works of art from sm&ll prlvate collectlons, and works by less
‘famous artists, or less well known creations by grest masters
may find & more ready market. Even more. difficult to trace will-
be single but: relatlvely veluable objects of art,. per&tely-
owned and not:.pert of a catalogued collection: smell staturary,
tapestries, -rare pieces of furniture; modern paintings, and in=-
numerable other objects- of interest to art dealgrs and art.
cellectorSc )
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 ,It must be noted thet the Nazl polloy in regard to the looting of
'.art pisces wes e long—vange one, ‘&nd.part of the. plan ‘enviséged.in case
. of defeat. They reelized the 1mportance of securing for themselves

.....

Ll

,stable forelgn currency; and the greatest possible flnanc1a1 power .
“sbroad. ~ But, alarmed by economic crises throughout ‘the world, they

must heve felt thet works of art are negotlable assets, thet- they

" represent steble internationel value, and are a safe investment. This

1ong-range plenning will make more difficult the task of identlfl-'

_Lcatlon and the eventual reoovery of’ 1ooted art.

1t is said that the "securing of works of art was executnd Wlth the
assistance of the most adequate Nazi laws, from 1936 on in Germany
itself, and then all over occupied- Europe. Jewish collectiéns provided
the first casy obgectives. They were followed by -the ¢ollections be-
longlng to politlcal enerties or... to all ‘persons and even natlons con=
veniently labeled as unfriendly to the master race.. The legal protection
of the loot was assured in rany ways..,The Nazis knew that abolition of
their laws by the victorious allies would automatlcally deprife thenm

~of the rlght to their booty. "Thus no art c¢ollection or 31ng1e work. of

art was seized, requisitioned or robbsd by them without their 'legallzlng

" these crimes by sone sort of sales certificate or exchenge paper duly

signed by their victims through force, Moreover, during the ‘temporary
conquest of Europe by the Nazis, most of the looted viorks of art were

- made the. obJect of a series. of succe351ve trqnsactlons desmgn@d to dis-

guise thelr érigin,m

There has been considerable differenoe in the - German poliey wzth regard

. to.art .in: eastern and .western cecupied territories. of Europe. ~In"the eastern
. part, particularly Poland, the Gérmnns apparently made’ 2 clean sweep of ’

collections, bcth public - nd prlvate. In the western countries, Prance,
Belgium, Holland national museurs were left ccmparatively intact while

_private. colloctions owned by Jewish deWIers:wnd art collectors were con-
“flsCﬂted outright ‘Such was the ta sk fer 1nstﬁnce, of the hotorious
;Elnsatzstab Rosenberg in Parls.

Art trrasurcs thuq looted were to b@neflt the German” natlon ﬂs a whole
by being taken to national museums in the Reich, in particular Hitler's

own ruseum at Llnz, Austrir, or else were chuired by high<ranking Nazi

officers and Offlcl als as a f1nanc1a1 safeguard for the future..~

’ Durlng the occupatlon of France, Goerlng and Goebbels were said to have

bought pictures on the Paris‘art market in dollars, arranging for their
transport to Switzerland afterwards. -In 1943 Goebbels is said to have
pzid as ruch as $90 000 for a Greco, vhile Geering is reputed to have
given his agent "carte blanche™ in’ bugang up works by Picasso., Similarly
Himmler, Funk, ibetz, Ley, von Behr and von Ribbentrop used their
official p031t10ns to lay thezr hands on Valuqblﬂ works of art,
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Vcn Ribhentrop is reported to have been more of an art connolsseur than
- 'his colleaguas, though the services of JQrman art axperts were used to -
select works for export to Germany. The. Nazis on the whole saugt works Iy Cewsp
Dutch and Flemish masters, and had no tnste for medern French art-except ’
for its market -value,. This led ‘dealers and private collectors in France
- to import second-rate "Gvrrﬁnlc" paintlngs from Switzérland, and to
© . export French paintings which hnd a far greater finoneial value by
~ normal market rating,. This may- conpllcate the problen of rzcovery of
locted art in neutral countries, s these 'deals were not necessarlly
nade:by Nazis, and in sorme czses may h we been tncxtly approved by the
1= gitlmﬁtc cwners. : . :

g It should qlso be noted th"t in 1940 and’ 1921 b@fore our entry inte
- the wer, attempts were made to transpert. works ‘of art th&ough Spain
.- and Portugal; for sale in tho United Stntes and the- Lutin Amerlcan
i countries.;‘ -u.y\, e o . .

*The nost f“rous in01dent wos thﬂt of the Unlted States shlp S S .
FXCALIBUR, out of Lisbon, which was stoppad by the Contrabeand Control
" end which hﬂd aboard a collect on of 500 plcturcs and a case of reore
books which were said to have come from the estate of “the ldte dArbroise
Vollord. Among these paintings were 270 by Ren01r, 30 by Gezanne, 12
by Gauguin, 7 by Degas, nnd cthers by Mancst, Honet and Picassc. It
" is not knowm, of ccurse, how. successful ra 2y have been lﬂter attempts
to snupglc lootrﬁ art ccross the Atlﬂntic.

Th s prelimlnﬂry survmy RIGER i da tc ﬁeterv1nv thc German pcllcy with
,regard 1o art. tre“surcs in cccuplod tcrrltcrlns, the scopa- of the
looting,” and’ the extent.” to vhich suspect or looted art obgects appesred
for sale -in -neutral countries, or were being hold fér thelr Nazi-.owners

in bAnks, prlvoto gallerios, and w"rehouses.‘“
i To. dqte, a51de from the Goudstlkker palntlngs dlscoverud in Spaln, the
" largsst amount of looted transurc scoms te bo held in VW1tzcrlmnd
where stnps have baen taken te have it identified and "frozen" pandlng
: further domﬂrches by the 1ntermst=d Governments. -
GFPMlN POIJCY IN RFGAFD TO pT AN OCCUPIFD TWRPITOFIFS

”'The gonerrl Germ n prlicv in regﬂrd to MOnunents Flne &rts and Archives
: 1n thc occuplod countrlﬁs ‘seems ‘tc have besn b“scd en-two, principl F-H

,1;l Ioral nnd materlal onrlchmont cf thc Gerwan n"tlon.' l‘

2 Matorial enrlchment of 1nd1viduml N*31s, prodomlnantly quty
bosses.,,\~» S N ,

L ) ' - I 104057


http:occupi.Gd
http:survQYw'.Js
http:made:.by

A speclal body was created in My 1940 to deal with’ matters related to ho! ?“Q

" Fine Arts in occupied countries. The organization of this Kunstschutz . -
was entrusted to Count ‘Metternich. The staff consisted on the whole -
of serious and ‘reputable German museum ‘personnel,. or others connected -
Wlth the tea’hing or adminlstration of the Fine Arts. This commission
was coricernéd with the protection and. preservatlon of. historic monu-
ments works of art, archives and libraries. ' Its staff was “also to,

 serve in an edv1sory capacity, by selecting treasures which ahould be’
_ "acquired" for national museums and 1ibrar1es in Germany. »

‘,There is evidence indlcatlng that Count Metternlch performed hls duties
“with some degree of honesty and restraint, and even raised a’ pretest
. against the- ruthless pilfering of ‘valuable Jewish collectlons in France.

Unfortunately, Nazi organizations concerned w1th systematzc lcotlng soon e,
-made use of the Kunstschutz, which had been established in Norway, § g Tl
Holland Belglum France, ltaly, Greece and Serbia. Such groups were '
llttle ‘more’ than personal ‘g of ‘huranking Nazis: they were -
permeated w1th the ideologv of the~Herren”Volk, stole wantonly from the
uﬂJews interfered with any attempts meade to keep records of their plunder,

and were .often’ extremely careless in their handllng of prlceless art
“pleces.

Methods of Looting

;The following are examples of this tvpe ef looting*“

: e.ifRemoval of all obJects of Germenlc origin from the "Musee de
l'Armee“ in Parle. ' :

B 'b,&fBemoval from France of & group of archives: previouslv taken from

~ Spain’ by Napoleon' these were presented bv the Nazis te General
‘Franeo. : o :

¢. Removal Prom France of certain books and archives previously
~removed” from Germany and Austrla by Napoleon, and now returned
' to Relch collectlons.J %
“d. :At the demand of Hltler valueble art pieces were remeved from
" 'their repository at Pau, France, where they had been placed in
f“safekeeping by the Belgiah- Government in 1940. These were the
"~ Dirck ‘Bouts Altarpiece from' Louvein; and "The Adoration of the
' Lamb, " by the brothers Van Eyck. These removals ‘were obviously

de81gned as a revarsal of clauses contalned in the Versallles
Treaty., -

e, Removal in 1944, a few hours before the arr1va1 of the Allies,

 from a church in Bruges Belgium, of Michelangelo s "Madonna
and Child " ‘
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- £, Libraries of the‘German Archaeological Institute and the Bibliotece

; _ Hertziana.in:Rome were . removed to: Germanv in February 1944, though
it was egreed that~they were-tb. be taken into protective cuetody
by Swedish and: Vatican euthorlties.,i ' . .

."llg.‘ Late in 19&3 it was agreed between the’ German Kunstchuiz representa-
) tives in Rome and the Italian Administration ef Fine Arts that 187
_cases .contaiping works. of .grt from: the museums . of" Ne les ‘should
be transferred for: safety from Monte Cassino to the atioen. Trang=-
" port was provided through the .Hermann Goering Division. Fifteen of
these cases never reached the Vatican;. among the misgsing- tyeasures
. Were gold objects from. Pompei and. Herculaneum, and paintings by
Titian, Gleude Lqrrain Raphael, Tiepolo, Palma Vecohio., ;

R
.e

2. Stat Suggorted Ac§§

Tbese looting activ1ties were: largely connected w1th the Nazi perse-

cution.of the Jews,. or of:; 'individuals- opposed to Nazi. ideology. Moreover,

‘there is no doubt that by robbing individuals in the occupied countries
,jrather than the States: themselves, the Germans Were deliberetely attempting
' to. defeat-any Allied: policv ef restitution. o :

Role of. the Task Force Reeenb rg:

.
e e

Alfred Rosenberg was Trustee for the whole Spiritual and Ideolog1~
" cal Education of the Mazi Party. Since 1937 he'had full authority
to bring the art world of Germany inte line: Jewish paintings,
so-called "Bolshevist" art and ‘non-Nordic peintings disappeared
from German- museums, from private collections, and from: dealers'
<~galleries. ‘) e ‘ : :

e Confiecated collectione hecome the’ property of the German State,~
.- which.disposed of this. plunder., Sales of, looted art. objeote on
the 1nternational market- are believed: to- have been quite common
in the years preceding the outbreak of the war, a. fact Wthh
. further complioetes the problem of recovery.‘ ;f;y_ .
Behind the conquering German armies in 1940 there came the Task
. Force of this Reichsleiter Rosenberg, the "Einsatzstab’ Bosenberg."
- It was charged primarily with the locaticn, confiscation ‘and re-
. moval to Germany of collections owned 'by Jews. ' But with the
- .official support: of Hitler.and Goering, Rosenberg .s.-Task. Force
. vas empowered: to take into ‘custody and remove. all colleetions
.. of works of art in France, Belgium and Holland ¥hose - owners were
. absent. Chief of Staff of .the Task Force in Frence, direetly
' respon51ble to Bosenberg, was Ma;or ven Behr, high off1c1al of
»the German Red Cross. ) :

u;,The whole organlzation was self-contalned and administratively
independent of - the German armed forces. ' : ‘
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At the end of 1941 Rosenberg proposed wholesale conflscation of Jew1sh
ts in ‘the occupied territories of Westérn Europes By

is were making little efforﬁA o}"legallze" such acts

‘_‘Méy wege explglnedﬂverba; as belng measures of ‘

reprlsals.

Ind1v1dua1 Agents and Buyers '

All hlgh Nazm Ea:ty‘members had thelr %eams ‘of agents whose duty 1t
was to 1ook.ouvyfor 1mportant works of art either 1n dealers' galler-a ’
ies or.in prlvate collectlons.- ‘ : ' '

The various agents competed against one enother, and werse s 8 rule
played off one ‘against the other by art dealers end collectors’when
they sought to make ostensmbly legxtUnate purchases. It s uld also be

. sale or recelpt for. purchases of" art obJects o German custom.
" many owners frenkly stated thet. they expected to get thelr artlstlc

; and

posses51ons back af%er the war.

A Germen official in France stated that blg buyers were rela ‘vely few,
and thet there was little 1nd1v1dual purchaszng except for ike

could not compete w1th them because of monetary restrictlons.n'“'

Apart from. the State and Party offlclals, many prlvate and semz-prlvate

‘ gallerles, as well as the more importent Germen museuims, all’ had thelr :

. purchas1ng agents.‘ To & large extent these were -Germen art

,aoqulred the more often By duress. j”

who were given every encouragement to go to Paris, Brussels ‘and Amster~
dam, end every. essistence in paying for and. exPortlng the works they hed

Relch Marshall Goerlng wes ho doubt the heaviest buyer of palntlngs and
tapestries. Meny of the art objects "purchased",ln ‘his neme were destined
for his castle of Karin Hell; others were forwarded to neutral countries,
Spaln end Switzerland in partlcular, where & empts Wers: made to .sell
them or to store them with .cloeks. Agents of Goering were generally on
the lookout for German paintings by Crenach, Dlrer and Holbeln, and other
artlsts ideologlcally acceptable, or for lush Renaissance art

Hitler, whose artlstic taste was consxdered medlocre, was largely in-
terested in. V;ennese masters of lesser talent and in Germen romantlcs.
Hls acqulsitlons were forwarded to the" Fﬂhrer Museun et Llnz, where

they constltute == with a few exceptlons -8 rather third-rate collectlon. &"

(5&&(.!5(?)

Major von. Behr,nRed Cross” official and | fihn industry. nagnat y todk ad-

. “ventage of his position on the Rosenberg Task Force to'.da n.e"
- cempeign of ITooting and intimidetion in the. acquisition

art obgects
in Frence for his own account. He stole" chlefly from’ Jew13h collectors,
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: and is responsmble for the theft of the valuable Wlldensteln collectlon.

'Many purchases ‘rade in- Rome Were for Prlnce Phllip of’ HessB, who wes.
advised by ‘Professor” Curtlus and Dr‘ Hans" Posse, ‘and - a551sted by Dre y,"
Hofer and Counﬁ von' Blsmarcko, It ‘'was said that the Prlnce of Hesse was,
"cloaklng" for Hitler, but the Itallans ‘believed that.many Germens were
enxious to exchange the Italian currency in their hands for valuable

and merketable works of art.

The following were smong “the better knowm agents, buyers, and advisers
of high placed Nazis. Any art desl in which their names appear may be.

considered rether conclu31ve1y to- lnvolve art objects looted frqm
occupled countrleSo '

Ferrucio ﬁsta, an Itallan art dealar 11ving in Ascona, Sw1tzerland.
He worked. actlvely with Berno- Gelger, and. made huge proflts through his

'deallngs with war proflteeré . Hé has paintzngs valued at more than '
$75 OOO blocked 1n the Uhlted States.,x '

oo A cerﬁamn Mlss Begeer, Voorschoten, Holland helped the Nazls and
T Qulsllng deslers aoqulre prlvate art tre&sures in the Netherlands.

X

Herr. Bruschw1ller, was seid to be 23 personal agent of Hltler.. Thls,

former lMunich art: det.ler became e high Gestepo official and we.s reported
to have supervlsed ‘the removel of wagon loads. of art obgects from France
very three mon't}:s during the- Geman occupatlon.

st

Carl Bﬁmmlng, anthue dealer from D&rmstadt, is ssld to have been en=

gaged 1n selling 1ooted works of art-on’ the wass market. He has been
~blackllsted.~ : ; ; . . .

A certaln Bunletz,fGerman Flne krts Dlrector, 1s belleved to have acted
. as Goerlng's personal agent in Frence. . - : :

P ‘AFrau Marla Dletrzch SPeclal buyer for Hltler.

u _Dr.,O&to Fﬁrste::;Director of the Wbllraf—Rlch&rtz museum 1n Cologne, wes
Vo invoived 1n theﬁtrafflc of looted art 1n Sw1tzer1and. -

"* Benno Geiger, 8. German natlon&l residlng in Venmoe, was also an art dealer
end ‘expert of some ‘repute. He is reported to be 1mp11cated in the forced
stle of the femous peinting by Memling from the Corsini Collection. in
Florence, for which T3 OOO 000 lire were peids There is some uncertalnty
és to whether Goerlng or Hitler ves the ultlmgte purchaser.' .

Dr. Goegel, on the staff of the Einsetzstab Rosenberg. -

,4 Dre Habarstook, Berlxn ert dealer. He was particularly 1nterested in
X Dutch primitives end French tapestrleg, end wes 1nvolved 1n the trafflc
of 1ooted art in Sw1tzerland. ' S
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Professor He bst operated from Paris but hls principal is not named

& Dz, Andreas ‘Hofer," agent of" Goering s He brought plctures from
i - France and other occupied countries 1nto Sw1tzerland through the
- £

; p ,
' German and Dutc masters. D

" (q Professor H, Hoffmann, special buyer for Hmtler

n Y Alois Mledl was the most notorlous of" Goering s agents. 'He negotiated
' _ the forced .sale pf}the we}l known Goudstikker collectlon in Amsterdam,

: . _’"t;ercentea He aleo transferred to Switzer-
‘land- 6 pei §s Tooted from French and Duteh: collections, and valued
eﬁ eperoxlm e y 890 QOO Swiss francs, these also have been. located and

4 frozan.
@;)@‘ 'A eerﬁein3Dr»‘Pinder, perscnal art adv1ser to Goerlng.~3:

_Professor»Posse Director of the Fﬂtuepduseum at Llnz. He Was, ‘until

i14~’kh@s,d d in the traffic of looted art in Switzerland.
2 M QE_.Q__E_.EQQQE was appointed by Goering official buyv orks of

art, He is.said to have acquired valuable tapestries ering in
ltaly, and &lso & famous Memling painting in Florence for either Goering
or Hitler.  Deprived of" German’ ¢itizenship for: belng a Freemaqon, he
passed through the Allied lines, and is now at Albergo Gargano, Sant'
Angelo dei Lombardi, Prov. Avellino. It was suggested that ‘he. be
transferred to “ngland for questicnlng.

4 Gustav Rochlltz was ‘a German art dealer whe ‘had been llving 1n Parls
 for some years ‘before ‘the ‘war,  One of the most: ublqultous and malo=
dorous of the Nazi art agents. His looting was officially sanctioned
as certificates were issued to him: ‘stating that: V"Herr Rochlitz is
employed @arrangement with the Office for the Protection of Works

on the H,Q. of the Supreme’ Military: Commander . in :France, for

.the purchas iportant. works ‘of -art:for German museums ;.8s.well

_.as for high ¢ als ‘of the State -and Party.. All authoritzes are

requested to offer him the maximum of assistanece in‘the carrying out

of his mission," -He wds alsc- ifivélved in the traffic .of looted art in
- Switzerland. |

¢4 Dr.R, Schols, on'the staff ¢f the Einsatistak Rosenberg. '
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Dr, Voss was a buyer for the Fuﬁrer Museum at Llnz:”and offered part
of the looted Jaffe collectlon for.. sale in Switzerland L

chasés for the Reich; He is reportedly the brother of Ward Engl1sh
‘colleotor of et111 llfe paintings. ; ot ; .

F, Weber, Brlstol Hotel Parls, who was an exchanged diplomatic repre-

‘sentatlve from Amerlca ‘became.an’art: buyer for the Reloh

' Dr. Hans Wendland, German art dealer and collector, resident of Switzer-

‘land,” He bourht- and imported into ‘Switzerland between 194 943 looted
works of art from Germany, ltaly and Trance. 'He wiorked in‘close
cooperation with Dr. Andreas Hofer of Berlin, and Wwith the German

Adolf: Wuster, | German who hadh-ived 1n Peris for many years end was
‘Well known as ‘a-collector dealer... ‘He becaime Artlst1c ‘Adviser to -the
. German Legation, and was charged with keeplng offic1al circles in

Germany informed cf all-works -of ‘art which were for sale in Parts. It
is known that he handled sales for the Forelgn Office as well as for
other Government and Party agencies, ‘and ‘that he ‘was'von’ Rlbbentrop 5

f, perscnal agent, ‘He: ‘was’ also 1nvolved 1n the trafflc of looted art in
&Sw1tzerland . R

',‘proportlons compared Wlth the authorized 1oot1ng.f.‘ BRGNS

«Er;l Zaunkeller. SRR

‘1ndiv1dua1 Loetin ,

No* detalls‘were given concerning the follow1ng, also rep diﬁo'be
irvolved in looted art deals: A felstaedt Bahmann, Buchner, Gurlitt,

e————

‘ The case of a. few of the Nezm art egente rentioned above W111 be aie-
' cussed more speclfically under the. country 1n Whlch they operated

Individual looting by German officers and men though amonntlng to a
veéry. considerable matter in the aggregate, did not reach exaggerated

. TOOTING OF A.RT w occupmn TERRITORIES AN ITALY P

'Informatzon in regard to the scope of the eooting of art*objects in
“occupied territories is still 1ncomplete, but the pattern appears to
 be similar for countries of Western Burope.' Natienal gollections were
- spared, while private Jewish collections were systenetically looted
~ and ‘shipped to N821 Party: cfficlals in Germany. o

Fortunately, a number of theso collections have been looated in Spain |
and Switzerland, and.heutral Governments concerned have agreed. te

- "freeze" looted art treasures held by their nationals; until‘such
time as identification can be made by experts, and thelr owners traced.
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It shoulialso be noted that publication of the Bretton Woods Resclutlon
“in regard to looted art objects is causing some uneasiness amcng neutral
art dealers, who are’ndw anxious to clear themselves with the British
and Amerlcan authorltles. Such.ip the cdse cf Arthuz*Wlederkehr -the
Swiss dealer who 1s holding six stolen palntings for A101s Mledl
Goering 3 agent o R

Italy, on the whole, appears to have fared badly at the hands of her
German ally. ‘A great many cases of wantondestruction of churches,
libraries and’ collectlons ‘have" already been reported Prom. the. region
‘of Naples and Florence:’ siich was:the: fate of ‘the- Royal Soclety s
Library in the University of" Naples.'l ' , .,

‘ Wlth regard to Italian treasures of art: taken by the G@rmans, the
 views of the 1tallans expressed ‘a few months ago were - if the
stolen’ treasures wére: ‘ever - to:be: retrieved Yhreats of P ‘Mshment
might be hazardous, and m1ght lead: the Germans : to destréy;looted
~f'ob3ects.‘wlv - :

It is expected that the conclusion of the war: in Europes will bring
abcut a clearer political situation in all liberated: countrles, which
will permit  Allied: Governments te formulate a ceoordinated, policy for
the restitution and recovery of looted treasure, to 1mplement Bretton.

; Woods Resolutlon VI bearlng on enemy assets and 1ooted propcrty.,

-1t is uzderstood however, that detalls of prccedurp wlll on the whole
be left in thc hands of “the interested country. =
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thlonnl collectlons appcer te have been left undisturbed by the
Ngzis, but. very. little 1nformation hns boen recelved crncerning
;prlvnte ccllectlcns. ; ‘ L - , L

It 1s known, however, that the follewing Belglsn tressures were ;Q7
jtakcn by the Nazls. . : : :

‘1;A1At the dcmand of Hitler thc Vichy Govcrnment surrendered
: _wvaluable art pleces from the reprsmtory at Pau, where they
~* 'had been placed in safekeeping by the Belgian Govertiment
o in 1940 These were the Dirck Bouts Altarplece from . Louvaln,
and “The Adoration of the. Lamb,“ by the brothers Van. Eyck.
"It is“believed these removals were de31gned as a revsrsal of
. clauses contalned in the Treaty of. Versailles.1 ‘

2,,”Mlchelangelo' "Ma&onna and Chlld" ‘was removed. from 'a church
" in'Bruges shortly before: the. arrival of the Allied llberating
f,jforces. A ‘number: of unldentlfled paintings wsre sald to
“,have been taken at the same time. - o :

& few communlcations have been: received from an ind1v1dua1 in
Brussels, who is offering for :sale’ paintings by 17th and 19th -
century French artists. The plctures involved. are being checked
up with the Roberts Commission in Washlngton, but it is not
belleved that they are part of a looted collectlon.'

The Belglan Govcrnment has taken oteps to establish a Comm1551on o

- for the recovery and restltutlon of art treasures comparable to
those organized in Washington, London, and Parls.
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The German Art Commission 1n France, the Kunstschutz, Was hended by
Count Metternich who seems to have performed his duties without -
' antagon1z1ng French museum authoritles and other fine arta personnel

Unfortunately he wes requested to offer the services of hlS staff -

to the odious Task Force Rosenberg, whose sole duty was to remove:

to Germany selected art treasures- purchased under duress, and all

-private art collectlons whose owners. were. Jews. At first, wrltten

certlflcates were made’ out when art. collectlons were thus handed

over. to the Nazia, but the plunder was so rlch in France that, Rosenberg

flnally decreed that acts.of conflscatlcn were to be. explalned verbally,

as being measures of reprlsal The, Chlef of Staff of this Task Force,
L -y ‘directly responaible to. Bosenberg, was hagor Von Behr hlgh offlclal

"~ of the German Red Cross. ' o , A ‘ _

Selected works of art, valuable pieccs oF furnlture and other looted
objects. were brought to & central clearlng house, the "Musée, du Jeu

~de Paume" ‘in Paris, where they were sorted by qualifled experta.‘
These experts were chosen for their taste and knowledge, w1th0ut
regard for th01r polltjcal sympathles. ~

The French authorltlca at empted to. have 1nvontor1es made of the
objects: brought "to the. Jeu .de Paume but they were rarely allowed to
complete. them, In spite of regulatlons, there was ‘much fraud at

" the central clearlng-housc. Members of the Task Force were after
personal profit and encouraged . shady deals. Dealers. and prlvate
collectors : :produced Dutch, Flemish, and German pictures ‘in- exchange .

_ for French, paintings not to the Nazl taste, but with a far greater ,
financial valueeby normal market rating. These MGermanic! paintings
were often imported from Sw1tzerland, while French dealers exported
the confiscated modern French paintlngs without a permit from the
French Government o

There is no means of ascertainihg yet the number of. works of ari
removed by the Task Force from Paris up to June 1944 and despatched.
for "safekeeping" to' repositories in Germany. There is reason to ' =~
elieve that the quantity is enormous ‘and the quallty hlgh '

" The German flrm of Schenker did most of the packlng and shlpping
of loot for the Germans; an examination of their flles may lead to :
the recovery of missing art pleces. : . g

# It was the policy of the Germans not to touch national collections in

: Wlestern. Europe, and on the whole the French personnel of museums “and

libraries were -able to résist pressure from the Germans, and to maintain -

“intact the collections for which they were responsible. The curator

- of the Louvre paintings even attempted to ‘save the Wildensteln Gollec-

tlon by clalming it was "left in the custody of .the- museum’ '

PAAS GARRNEL S W0 PRt S B P Pt L mst # 5 sttt one W -
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’This policy was not follcwed in. the case of the "Musee de l‘Hcmme ¥

where several members. of the staff were shot by the Nazis when they
refused to collaborate., ' : ; . :

In November 1940 Goering inspected the Jew1sh art-collections selzed
by the Task Force Rosenberg and decided that those which would con~-

‘ stltute an enrlchment of German museums and collections and ‘those which

had ‘emanated from Germany vere to be inventoried, valued by French
experts, paid for (the money to be placed at the disposal of French
people bereaved ‘through the war--later described as a "plocked account"),
and then taken to Germany. .In February 1941 he supplied’ photographs

of some of the works .of art which he and the Fithrer wanted.for their

collections: The next day he gave orders that these objects were to

be despatched to Germany 1mmed1ately'by his pﬁrsonal train, being paid
for like the others. These facts were stated in papers left by Dr.
Bunjes, Kunstschutz representatlve in the Parls arca durlng the flrst

-year, of. the occupatlon.

Jewish collections in France representcd an 1nvestmcnt of several ; '
million dollars, and 1nc1uded the fabulous collections ‘of the Rothschild

~fam11v, which alone are worth mllllons. These are the works of art

T s,

which have been dispersed throughout Germany or teken into neutral
countries for sale or storage. Many items of the Paul Rosenberg art

\gallery, for instance, have been located in Sw1tzerland

The followlng are ameng thc prlvate collcctions 11551ng in France.

‘Rothschlld Collectlons bclonglng to Edmond, Alexnndrlne, and James

Armand’ de Rothschild and stored in 5 vaults in the Banque de France

< end Crédit. Lyonnals. There was no time to complle a catalogue of
. these: art objects’ before turning them over to the Task Force, ow1ng

to the extent of the collcctlon and the qualltv of the packing.‘;

Wassermann Gollectlon, stored in the Banque de l'Unlon Parlslenne.
75 palntlngs, many by l?th century artists.

Hamburger Gollectlon, stored in.Chase Bank Paris°~ 39 palntlngs and
engravings whose owners. had been re31dents of Holland, mostly Dutch .
art of the l7th and 18th centuries. S B :

Flavian Collectlon, stored at the Westminstcr Bank Paris.;‘25'paintinés
and several mlscellaneous draw1ngs by Courbet MOnet Nillet and Utrlllo
and others. ' ‘ B .

:VKronig Collectlon, stored «t the. Credit Lyonnais. 30 paintlngs by
:French and Itallan artlsts*« ‘The owner was. a Dutch subgect r681d1ng

in honaco. ;; T

‘Rosenstein Collectlon, stored at the Societr Generale.! 12”m6dérn

palntlngs belonglng to Sara Rosrnstein, believed to have fled to Nice.
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ampe erzounian Collection, whose ommer was a Greek or an Armenian., 3

palntings by Van Dyck, Canaletto, Antonlo Puga. o T(?;vafw*%““*““thi?

TR

Erlanger-Rosenfeld Collect;on, contalnlng 3 pa;ntings. "They werd! séft-

from Stuttgart in June 1939 to Dr, Erlanger of Paris. In August 1939

" the 1atter ordered them shlppc& to a certain Dr. Rosenfeld in New York~

Thierrv Gollection, property of Mademe Thierry, nee Rothschild, Wlfe _f
of -the French Ambassador to the Argentlne.A‘

Sauerbach Collection, propertv Of Badame Sauerbach formerly of Parxs.

Accordlng ‘to a letter of May 5, 1941 from the Currency Protectlon .
avthorities; the above collectidns were handed over tc the Task

Force Rosenberg at- Goering s ordcrs.' ‘ " Vftmn,A

An add:tlonal Rothschild Collectlcn was accidentally discoverad at: the;
Rothschild house, Avenue de Longchamp. It consisted of" Dutch ‘and’ '

~ French 18th and 19th century paintings, 'The German admiralty was -

notified so that it might' select some of the best paintlngs and Qﬁher
items, paylng for thcm fmom its entertainmrnt grant.,ﬁ;: ,

Collections belonging to the follow1ng were stcred at the Cﬁéteau de
Chambord and: were seized by the-Germans in July 19%1: Jacobsen,
Leveu, ‘Loeuvel,: Bernard Relchenbach and Nadame Relchenbach Leon K
Relnach, Roger-Levy, and Rouff . S S

Iy German diplomat t vo Mohnen, bought the famous Bouchers of
the boudoir-of- Marle-Antoinette ‘rom thc Comte de Paris on behalf
of Goerxng. ' A

~ Other netable collections selzed durlng the occupatlon of;Erance are
- noted below-~ s

¥

s BernhQ;Q;Jéﬁne,Cgllection' this Jewish art concefn waé éelzc& by the .
“  Nagig and offered for sale in-Switzerland for 1, OOO 000 French francs.

‘ The offer was made to! Herr Tamner of the Galerle Tanner, Bahnhof*t;ﬂBQ,

"Hellbronn Aollectloi

Zurich. Among:those’involved in: the deal were Charles Montag, a'Swiss,'

- Etienne Bignou, a Parisian art dcaler, and Adolf Wister who was' made»
_Artistic Adviser to the German Legatlon in Paris. ' Four Corots from

this collection have been-lotated in: Zurichs. it 18 clalmed they were

}acqulred in Holland in 1941

Federer_ Collection.” the only informatlon récelved conc@rns.a mlssing -

portralt by‘Monet (n:u; I

‘”; owned by'Madame Hellbronn and. stored at the
Credit Commercial, ‘Mont- de-Marsar. 'Among the 9 paintings: misslng
are works: by”Ren01r dnd Monet~ and an oval pastel by Boucher

')‘.. »: .
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Hirsch Collection, property of Madamé Hirsch and stored at the Banque
de France where it was seizcd in1941: - 30¢ paintings;’ drawings and. =
pastels, statuary, and the orig1na1 score of Rlchard Strauss compositlons.'

under the Vichy Govérnmsnt antl—Jewlsh laws " and auctioned in 1942

Pictures from this collection have been réported for sale in Switzerland.
Roth the Louvre Museun in: Paris and ‘the Natiional. Gallery in L_ndon ‘are
1nterested in the recovery of these treasures. B

g ,Jonas Collection" no details are given concernlng this collection
| whose’ owner was deprlved of French natlonality., ‘

th No details given.“’l‘ o

owned by Madame Raoul Mever and stored at the :

Me; érlcollection.

the same tlme as the*Hellbronn Collection. Among the 13 ‘paintings
m1531ng are works by Renoir, Utrillo, Plssarro, Dearln, Bonnard.

Julian. Relnach Gollectlon. ‘no dotalls glvcn. '

Paul Rosenber ‘Collectlon'“

162 paintlngs and draw1ngs?depositcd in .
‘tionale L L

1'Industrie.  In’ ‘May 1941° ‘the total estifiat of thig"
given as 7,171, OOO French francs by ‘M. Rogangau,  Direé
des Beaux Arts, Bordcaux. Pictures from this collection have turned
ins jerland; they ere Yalued at 300;000 Swigs fratics:” The . :
Rosenbérgs 9re‘now 1n Néw Ybrk mhere they have an art gallery. , f

Schloss Collectlon. reqn181tloned by Dr. Lohsc after the occupatzon
of the Cote’dvAzur: by German troops.’ Dr. Lohse was an-SS officer,
von Behr's right-hand” man on questions of art, and a- personal-envoy- ¢

: property of & Jew1sh art dealer and of ‘American
1£17¢ "w1sh ‘whé " had 1éft art objects in his keeping. when
they fled-from- France. A French lawyer reported that soonafter the:
entry of “the" German troops into Paris, German lorries drove up-to
the prémiges of Mr. Seligman, loaded art obgects 1nd1scr1m1nately,
and cartcdﬂthem"off ; .

<.. -

Davzd Weill Collection: in Aprll 1941, Dr, Bun;es, Kunstschutz
representctlve, accompanied ‘the Task Force Rosenberg to. the
de Sourches (Sarthe) to supervlse the transfer of this art.collectlon
to the Musée du Jeu de Pavme in Paris; 130 cases marked "D.W.0." were
removed. Items’ looted are not listed, but David Weill wds known'to

" have a:valusble collectlon of Chiriese art. -The' Chﬁ%eau ‘de So fches

wag one of theé "80 national- reposztorles of France ‘and contained -art

,treasures from the Louvre Nﬁseum and also art pleces from famous

collections. '
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Behr':and the Frenchman- Roger Deguoy were: 1mplicated in th

“the open market for: the benefit of the "Secours Nationals "‘fTh E

or. before ‘there had been: tlme to-make an. inventory. ﬁ3~a

‘ In @ctober IQAC‘Qrepea§ed protcsts ca used the Germans Lo

M

Je;H

- 17 -

Germany in’ splte of protests from the Kunstschutz 1n Parl

confiscation. - Dequoy was a. represcntative of’ Wlldenstein‘

' was apparently at-his instigation.that German. offlcers went fo theff;

repository of: Scurches. -Von Behr!s.. share of. the loot 1ncluded atv'
least 2 Watteaus, & Diirer and 6. Fragonards. The Wildenstelns are ‘
now in New York where they have an art gallery.

The "Commissarlat aux Qufstions Julves" and the'ﬁdmlnlstration des f
Domaineés" had been entrusted by the Vichy Government with the task "
of S€nuester1ng Jewish and other. property, which was to be .sold in, »

national galleries were given the right to acquire works to € .
their collections. A law was also promulgated June ‘1941, vestxngt
powers. in: the: Secretarlat-General -of the- Beaux-Arts to: prevent these
treasures.from leaving.the. country.; Thls 1aw romalned 1noperative .
because of German pressure. - C

The German tactmcs in- regard to prlvate collectlons called forth
many protedts from Frgnch offlclals. Their methad Was to 8 i :

ﬂdmlnlstrators appointed by the "Commlssarlat aux. Questions Jﬂ_ﬂf”

in the Louvre, 50" that the French museum officzals mlght ca
them; - On:October 26, 1940; however, these officials were forb
to continue with- their werk- and- the- collectlons dep031ted i e,
Louvre were transferred by the Germans 1o the . Jeu de Paume. e

There is 1little doubt that in the case of the treasuro of the Strasbourg
‘ the.

Cathedral; hidden:in.the Dordogne and discovered by. the Germa
latter believed -they had: a lcgltlmate claim to 1t 51nce the
51dcred &lsace as part ef the Relch . S -

Less 1nformat10n has been recelved in regarq to conflscath *ofn

collections owned by others than Jews. One-communication wa recelved
recently -eoncerning a collection of 60 palntlngs and engravings -
belonging: to Mr. ilfred Lindon, 75 bis 4ivenue Foch, Parls, dep081ted
by him with the se Bank, Rue Cambon, Paris, and cerried away
the Germens in-1940. - This collection included painters. of the I;alian
schools,. and. ‘well-known French artists of the 19th and 2Cth centurles.

I has not bee“ascertalned whether Mr. Llndon is a Jew.ﬁ"

It is S&ld there Were about lO 1mportant buyers of art in France actlng
for high-placed Nezi officials such as. Hitler; Goering, Goebbels,
Hlmmler, Funk, ibetz, Ley, von Behr and ‘von. RibbcntrOp.‘ 4 number of
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these individual agents have been mentloned before. It should also
be roted that: a_few French dealers essisted the Germans in the pnrchase

-~ of art obgects.. Some were willing cétlaborators like.4lfred Daber,
Kartin Febiani, Cesar de Haucke, O..Petrides; and Count Avogli Trotti.
Others like Loebel of ‘the Kleinburger firm collaborated under. the.

threat of concentratlon camp or other ‘forms of reprisal - Alfred
Deber is said to.have madé a collectlon of ‘paintings by indicating.

~ to the Germans the whereabouts of Jewish ¢ollections and receiving his

commission in pictures.. Petrides stored pictures coming from Jewish
colleptlons scqpestered by the Nazis in the flat of his 31ster-in-law,
Madem01selle Bosc, 17 rue Jean Mermoz, Parls.A :

To “this’ 1ist should be- added ubel Bonnard Mlnlster of" Education,,'w

- and thus comected with the Besux<irts, and Bernara Fay of the Bibliotheque

Netionale, ‘both arch collaborators.

The most- popular intermediaries for the purchase of art obgects in B
Paris, however, vicre White Rncsian rt dealers and in partioular
Prince Youssupoff

Adolf Wﬁster, 8 German who had been a eeldcnt of Paris- for many years
ﬁ?io§wioﬂfﬁé‘war, was appointed Kunstreferent and charged with keeping
official circles in Germany informed about .various works of-art which
were for sale in' Frsnce * Ernst von Mohnen ‘assisted:him. . Von' Mohnen ]
admitted thot the news of the high-'prices brought by second-rate .
Gérman art resulted in- many German works-being brought into France

by Swiss dealers and owners who traded. them for works by: modern French
artlsts ‘which had béen stolen or confiscated. :He stated, however; that
a s2lé of French Impressionist paintlngs in- Berne found: few buyers
because the potentlal purchasers knew these. works . and: the manner:in
vhich they had been ecquired, and evidently: considcrod that the sale :

'would not be hcnored 1f Germany lost the war, . -

In Septcmber 1940 the French asked Bun;cs of the Kunstschutz for-
perm1351on to rcsume suctions of works of art at. the famous: Hotel
Drouct.  This wes granted with the stipulation. that catalogues would
be forarded to Dr. Bunjes with items of more than 100,000 frarcs
value. marked. - When such items’ changed hands, the price attained and
the address of" the néw’ otmer was to be: reported. -Jews: could-not: .
participste. This procédure was no doubt of great- assistance to the
Nazis who were thus kept informed of the looatlon of valupble art

' objccts.

o A number of the palntlngs bought or selzcd in Paris were resold in ‘

Gcrmany ori' the open market. "Le Figaro," a Paris daily, refers to
such a salé in an article dated November 18, 1941. Among 'the paintings
offered in Berlin were works by Gezanne, Courbet Delacrozx, Manet
Monet Renoir, and Toulouse-Lautrec. : : : S

.
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The following slngle sales of valuable paintings have‘bcen reported,g

‘A 1andscape by Rembrandt and hls "Tltus" were purchased from SR
‘M. Nicolas, Peris winé merchant, for 60,000,000 frencs. -It i& {: e
-+ presumed that the paintings were ‘bought- on. behalf of Goering
- ‘aB Dr Pinder ndv1sed on the sale. L R ERERECAE

On- April l, 1941, two Cranach studlo pieccs were sold for
120 000 francs to Dr. Lohse, actlng for Goerlng.

'A Paris art dealer assisted the Germans in seouring the painting,
"Madeleine & la Veilleuse," by Georges de la Tour, on which the
Louvre Museum had e verbal option for 1,000,000 francs. He sold
it to Dr, F8rster for a Cologne museum at a handsome profit. :The
déaler was later prosecuted, imprisoned. and flned ‘but the Germans
kept the picture. : :

Conparatively few cases of wanton destruction of priceless art treasures
by the Germans have been reported so far. Onc such case was the burn-
ing of the . collection of Impressionist pictures ‘belonging to Nr. Lavwick
at the Chateau de Rastignac in the Dordogne. The other, in the same -
area, was the burning of a chiiteau belonging to Madame de Vedrlnes,

- which- contained some important paintings by 014 Nasters.

Fortunately, the nllles are gradually locatlng the many German repositories
- of art- treasures where they hid part of their loot. United States
Seventh Army authorities recently discovered a castle which is believed
to contain much of Goering's personal loot. Investigators also found
volumes of correspondence between Goering and Alfred Rosenberg, of .

the notorious Task Force, explsining in minutt detail just how his men
were to go about looti The most conclusive proof of Goering's
part1c1pat10n in the lootimg—of French art treasures is a letter from
Goering to Rosenberg, dated November 21, 1940, in which the ILuftwaffe.
chief raved over the beauty of art objects he had found in France and
insisted they must be brought to Germany, ~

™,

- //;hls loot includes paintings, statues, smlver and jewels valued at :

\ ’” millions of dollars. Many came from the Rothschild collections in

: s@,xﬂf | Paris, Others came from Kiev .and from Belgium., Among the paintings .
4 ' are works by Rembrandt, Reynolds, Vsn Dyck Bonheur, Murillo, Rousseau,

R Gainsborongh and Noreau. ‘ . .

o
o !

' The French Government hqs already established a Commi=szon for the
recovery of art treasures stolen by the Germaps., Its Chairman is

ilbert Henraux,: art expert and President of the National Museums Council,
and its Secretary-General: is M. Floriscone, art critic and higtorian,
Several young curators of the Lomvre have beer appointed to.work with
the Allied armies, to aid in locating stolen paintings, sculptures

and tapestries, While, thanks to the vigilance of. the.present Beaux-
Arts Director, the location of certain art treasures belonglng to ‘
Jewish art collectors is known or at least believed to be known, others
stolen from these collectors may be irretrievably lost.
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Accordlng to . an announcement made -on-April 10, 1945, the French :
Ministry of Education has invited owners of Works of art and valusble
objects iremoved by: the Germans-after. September. 3, 1939, to notify

the "French Commlssion for. the Recuperatlon of Art" of thelr losses
and to .furnishk all p0531b1e detalls.-_,_a.

fThe French Government has also establlshed a freeze on. the export
of" Works of: art Co
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The complete liberation of Holland ‘mist take place, and normal civil
administration must be- restored before: a full estimate can be given of
missing or looted art. To date it appears that, with minor éxceptions,
publicly cwned works of art .were unmolested although certaln .paintings
on loan at warious museums. which the curators believed might be. left

to their- institutions were téken to ‘the Reich. But asg in France

Fmany privately owned works. of art, particularly from Jewish collections,
changed hands under duress amd Went to Germany. : »

The most notorious case of leot repdrted in Holland so far is that of
. §uf the large and valuable Goudgﬁikker Collection in Amsterdam, It was'

' ostensibly "purchased" in the ‘summer of - 190 by Alois. Miedl Goering 8
personal representative. Miedl was assisted by a Dutch national J.

.‘Dzk, Heerengracht 257, Amsterdam, Dik, whc had been appointed manager
of the Goudstikker. Gallery by the owner, turned collaborator and helped °
with the liquldation cf the Goudstikker interests. His son worked
_Jwith another Duteh™ Quisling, a Miss Denijs, and together they sold some
“ of the paintings which were part'FT"¥H§'aﬁllection. It is not clear.
“how this Dik came te introduce himself as’ the representctive of Mr.
Goudstikker who, before his death, had formed a corporation to take
over all his assets, which included several houses and a large colleé-

. tioh cof .paintings dnd art objects. He gave cneman power of attorney
‘but . this man died befors Goudstikker, himself, was .drowned, . Anproxi-
mataly 200 palntlngs from this ccllection may still be located in
Spain, where they were taken by Miedl and some in watzerland (See
"Iberian Poninsula, Spain") '

,k{ The gallery of Qacob §§odel Jewish art dealer, was likewise seizcd
and "adminictered“ under au hcrity cf the Reichskommissariat -

&

Twc other cnses of looting were reported'

1, Removal from De Hooge Veluwe Museum at Otterloo of three PR
Npaintings including -a Cranach portrait ‘and Ba ldung Grien s -
. SQHenus “ . ) ‘ i

2; Purchase by Dr, Posse, Hltler's representative, of the Baunigen
Ccllection, formerly Koenigs, which had been on loan at the
vBoyjans Museum, hotterdam. : e

Dr. W, J A Vlsser, Advieer on Mcnuments, F ne: Arts and Archives to

the. Netherlands lilitarv Administraticn, hes been operating from Ein-
~dhoven ‘since the partiszl liberaticn of Holland, Formerly Curator of

Paintings in the Rijks museum at Amsterdam, he appears tc be extremely

well informed on German "looting" activities, crganization. and..

perscnnel in Holland during the occupation,. He plans to keep.in

closest liaiscn with the French and Belgian committees on recuperation '
 of works of art, and seems tc know all the léading administrative

personnel connected: with Fine Arts in these countries as well as in

Germany. : . « :
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' LUXEMBOURG

The Goverhmer _
hish a 18t 6f i - ieT-

the: Palais.du Luxambourg, from which only French books are apparently
mlssing. SRR ; (

w8 scumL 'G’om;rs ~

An Denmark and’ Norway s P

nd’ in George: Mihan 5. "Laoted Treasur
f?unconfirmed Tumors ‘as well _sﬁfact

and magazlnes “‘ a small

It is expecii ' ormatlon will be recelved now that these
countries have*been liberatad,* wee T .

EASTERN EUBGPEAN COUNTRIES

‘FCountries which became part .of: the Greater Rezch prlor to the éut-
break of the European’ War in 1939, or were. 1iberated by Soviet Ru331a,

included in this report

It may - be noted- that in Greece Nazi looting was pretty well llmited
to néw archaeological finds, but in countrles like ‘Poland: the policy

of the German ”waskto make a clean sweep of art dollections, both State-

Soviet Ru551a has a well staffed Commission for the assessment of war

A‘losses, and a Commission for: the Preservation and Bestitution of-Archie

tectural Monuments. These, wzth the Committee on Reparations which

£76" the Tecovery and Testitution of. art looted by the
Nazis from countries liberated by Russia.

ITAE!

The Nazls d1d a great deal of plundering in Italy, under the guise
of aiding this ally to carry her art treasures to safer repositories,

- A great. many-cases’ ‘of “wanton deéstruction of churches, llbraries ‘and

collectlons have also been reported from the reglon of Naplos and
Flarence. e : D IS

It is- presumed that’the systematic burning of Ttalian libraries and
the looting of villas and- palaces ‘6ccurred-‘dt-the time of the: German
retrest, when | ﬁsclpllne was’ lax amorig the soldiery -ard- feeling ran
high” againgti.he former ally. To such acts-of spite: must,be laid the
burning ‘6f the Royal Society's Library in the'University’ of Naples,

and the burning of archives in the Villa Montesano at Nola.
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Among the acts of looting for whzch the German State should " be held
respcn31ble the foklowing must’ bé noted’ ' :

-1, lerarles of the German Archaeological Institute and the ,
" Biblioteca’ Hertziana in Rome*were: removed to: Germany in February
© 1944, though ‘it was. agreed that they were-to bé taken into
protectlve custody by Swedish and Vatlcan authorities.k '

-2 Late in- 19A3 1t was agreed between tha German Kunstschutz

répresentatives in' Rome and’the ltalian Admlnlstration of Fine

" Arts that 187 cases’ containing works of art from the museums

7. " of 'Naples should- be transférred for gafety ‘Prom Honte ‘Cassino

- to the Vatican, Transport was’ proviaed through thé'Hermann
Goering Division. "Fifteen of these cases never reached the

:_Vatican, among the missing treasures were gold objects from
Pompei and ‘Herculaneum, and. paintinhgs by Titian, Claude Lorrain,

Raphael Tiepolo, Palma Vecchio, -

The man who instigated removal to Germany of 1ibrar1es of archaeological
- and historical institutes €ontrary to international" agreement appears
% . to have been acertain Siegfried TFuchs. Yajor Ever ~Evers wag chief of the
Fine Arts Commission for the Nazis in Rome, and was in charge of the
Italian art objects transferred from Monte: Cassinoq . Dr..Heidenrelch

A M Was actiVe in Florence and the surrounding region,v"” T

N

The extent of the 1ooting of paintings and sculptures by the Germans
is“not known yet, and it'is felt that art pieces report@d missing may
be fotnd in- northern repositories now that the whole of Italy Hag: been ‘
llberated. ‘ ‘ S

'<From 456 to 500 works of art were. reported missing from the reglon of
‘,Florence alone, a great many By famous artists. T -

rAmong them are: Raphael Botticelli Filippo Llppi Bronzino, Durer,
Rembrandt Van der Weyden, Donatello, Michelangelo.i s '

1t is also known that 58 cases were removed from & sculpture deposit
near Florence, and taken to Bologna by the Germana for safekeeping‘

,Single instances of looting 1nclude the following._f

i1, "The Stendhal Collection, owned by the Bucci family, at
‘ Civ1tavecchia. ,

5~2;'“Eight pictures by Pallzzi removed from a 1ocal museum at Chieti

-3 «Cranaqh' "Adam and Eve," intended for the Fuhrer Museum at
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L. Brueghel' MThe Blind Leading the Bling,". which was . removed
: "from the thional Museum 1n Naples, and reportedly offered
- for- sale 1n Sweden."

_.5@”§Caravaggio 5 "Susannah and the Elders," leoted by the Germans
“from the monasterv .at Monte Cassino. - Inftbrmation received in
January 1945 stated that ‘this -painting ‘had “turned up;.in Rome,
in the studio of an artist who was trying to sell it. The
- story was:that it had -been given, to an: Italian mu51cien by- a

N .

.e.6:3 "Leda snd the Swan" attrlbuted to Leonardo de Vincm, ¥as osten-

«@sibly purchased from the Spiridion Gallery in Rome fer 8,000,000

~:11re. _14,

7.."The fameus Memling portreit, purchased from Princev00r31ni in

'~ . Florence .for 7,000,000: 1ire, It is =aid that.po

was employed to fbrce Prlnce Corsini to agree to-the sale, and

that Prince Phili _of.

‘Benno “Geiger wes -also-involved in the -sale, but thére-seenms: to

- be some uncertainty as to whether the peinting was ultimstely '
destined for Hitler or. Goering. L ..

‘One unconfirmed report was. received stating thst ‘an antiquarian of.

Florence,- Signor Ciolli, sent to Rome 19 chests containing works:of

art bought by the Germens for -a .declared . sum of 4,000 ,000 lire. These

cases. were placed -under the care of the German - Embassv, waiting ‘for
. permits to 1eave duty-free. No further details were furnished

al pressure

sge-obtained the ‘permit “For ‘exportation.

Prince Philip of Hesse merried to . Princess Mnfﬂlds di Savoia, purchased

many .art objects in. Rome. He was advised by Professor Curtius and:Dr.

"Hans Posse, and assisted by Dr. Hofer and Count ‘von Bismarck.. - He ob-

tained an export permit for the famous Memling portrait which Prince

- Corsini was: forced to sell, 1lit.was claimed he was: buying for Hitler,

but the ltallanscbelieved many. Gerhans: vére anxious to-exchange thé
Itallan currency in their hends for valueblo end merketeble works of

" art.,

¥

© An intercepted communication from Angelo Lipinsky, Vla Flaminia 336

- The following. indiv1duals are-believed to heve assisted the Gernan

Rome, seems to indicate that the traffic in looted: treasure ‘may -have:

continued after the liberation of Rome by the Allies, unless the art

pleces in which the writer' is trying to interest his United Ststeé
correspondent are copies or fakes.

euthorities in securing valueble art objects in taly Sﬁﬁ&]u
1 Bgnno Geiger, a Venetian art dealer of Germen origin, Who 18

believed to have acted as Hermann Goering's art agent, and who
was well acquainted in financial and art circles throughout

19@

ko B o

-
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. Italy He is. presumably involved in the case of the.Memling
painting, bought from Prince ‘Corsini, He may also have been B

acting for. Goering in the purchase of 0ld:silver and-‘other” ' .
art. objects from. Bulgari, .a Rome- jeweler += purchases' which
amounted to 9 000,000 iira. .Gaering is- alleged to have. "
acquired funds to make these purchases in: Switzerlend in 1942,
-when he is believed to haves bought 20 ,000 ,000 lire for 500 OOO
Swiss francs. ) v . S

Ferruccio A ta, an, Italian art dealer from Milan, now: iving
as a refuggee ‘in Ascona, Switzerland “He 4s said to“Rave worked
actlvely with Benno Geiger, and to have ads huge profits -through e
his dealings with.war profiteers. He was also associated with &
Signor Carnelutti, wealthy Milsan lawyer, at present in- ‘Switzerland,
who advanced Asta considersble sums of money for speclal ‘pur-
‘wrchases, and held in trust for him various art objects and large
... -sums,.of his own, -Asta is belleved 10 ‘have -agsets ‘hidden ' in -
. British and Amé¥ican banks ‘and 16 have, blocked in the'-nited
- States,. palntings valued. at more than £75, 000, He

-~ heard.to say that he wculd like to live in Buenos Ai és after
r,¢_the war.;;j>g, :xy . s SR e '

'"As leng as the Germans were stlll in control in parts of ltaly, the

were, that if the stolen pieces were ever . to be retrieved, threats of
punishment might be hazardous, and might lead the Germans to destroy
looted obj ts.’_ _w;;,_ e L R .

With the complmte llberation of Italy it is assumed that the Government
will favor measures- which will help to locate and recover th' national
; treasures. S : e P

I.OOTED ART""IN 'UTRAL cowmz:s AND LATIN M'lERICA B

=Reports hHVv beon TGCGIVPd to the effect that 1ooted art of great value
and in vast. quantities found its way into neutral countrles, where ‘1t
was offered for sale by Nazis anxious to- ‘secure forelgn currency, or
,stored with. agente and cloaks.‘~ S

1n splte of such reports very little conclusiva evidence has been un-

covered to date, -except in Switzerlend where traffic in:looted art

npparently reached.. large’ proportlons and the Swiss Government is coopera-
. ting in a thorough 1nvest1gation. » :

ln Spain, concluaive proof was. found that Goering s agent Albia Miedl,
had brought, into the country part. of the valuable- Goudstlkkar Collection
1ooted in Amsterdam, and was trying to dlspose of it

ln view of the value and extent of the’ art’ 1ooted by the Nazls it seems
imperative that more thorough investigaticns should be made in Latin
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America _and neutral oeuntries other than Switzerland, in order to secure

. IBERIAN PENINSULA'r PGRTUGAL

Portuguese Government a famous seriea of lath‘century ‘Beauvais ‘tapes-
'tries, given by the French Oueen Marie-Antoinette to Her sister.

. This series cf seven tapnstries, representing the Story of Esther, once

belonged to the archduke Frederlc of Hapsburg. . S

Mr Weiss was holding tho topestrles in Sw1tzerlﬂnd apparently,‘and*
- was reported to have stated that he had an offer from a buyer in“the
United States of $1,500,000, but that he could not accept the offer
as the payment was tc be made in the United States. Information re=-
ceived since then from the Office of Censorship indicates that as
A . W .early as dugust 1943, a certain Antoine Pacetti of Zurich, Switzerland,
was trying to find a buyer in the UniTed States for a set of seven'
Gobelin tapestries depicting the Story of Esther, which he valued -
at $2,500,000; the Brazilion Minister to Switzerland recommended him
to.a friend at the time. Pacetti was advertising the fact that the-
‘Vlchy Government had offered to purchase the Gobnllns in 1941 for
' 55,000,000 francs, payable abroad

- " Late in 1944 and early in 1945, Pacgtg;, who had moved to the HGtel
' Central at Lausanne, was still attempting to find a buyer for the -
tapestries, both in London and New York. He never made any reference
to the.actual owner of thiose tapestries, nor explalned how ‘they came
. into his possession, but stated that they had been deposxted with
. M. Vallotton Freres, Vevey, ‘Switzerland since 1936 o

Offlcials of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York report that

the price set on thesé:Gobelins by Pacetti is. ‘éxtiemely ‘high, and that

- - there are .two- types of "Esther" tapestries and nine sets of”each'type,
. Whlch makps identification véry hard w1thout further” information. ‘
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~«sculpture'from Germany, ‘and sold at high prices. AIt is said that _
Goebbels and Ribbentrop used him to open bank accounts for “theém in

ée; a certain Buchholz, in partn
1d,. who put 200 000 intolg';g

places they ‘considered safer then Argentina, and that as far ‘back
as 1938 Buchh‘“ ‘ was gelling "confiscated" art pieces for the bene-
. Swiss dealers were 4n tough with. hin a year ago,
?information has: come concerning him.

zf ‘:‘ IBERIAN PENINSULA., SPAIN

In spite of rumors’ to the contrary very little looted art has actually

';been dlsccvered in Spain, and cnly two cases heve been reported

‘THe first case concerns a paintlng worth” $10 000 offered fo eIé'to

Arturo Reiss, Hotel Gredos, Madrid. Reiss had a suspicion ‘that the
plcture had been stolen from the collection of a wealthy Amerlcan who
lived in Nice, France, ‘He.did ‘not ‘name the artlst or otherwmee e

;’descrlbe the painting in{question.

.'The ‘case 6f A101s'"”“
of" Amsterdam, part of which Miedl attempted to brlng into. Spaln in

' involves the well known Goudstlkker Collectlon

order to dispose of’ them for Goering's benefit. These paintings have
been located in the Free Port of Bilbao and "frozen" by order of the
Spanlsh Government pending final disposition of the case.'

Alcis Miedl ig a German national Sald to be a close friend of Hermann .
Goerlng, and to be actlng as his personal representatlve., Reports.

are. that Goer: ng has been financing him directly or indirectly since
1937, He has ‘been sctive in the field of industry, finance, and art

This Government first became 1nterested in Alois ‘Miedl in 1939.,

At that time,’ accordlng to 'the Federal Bureau of lnvestigatlon, a
A'group of . Germans asked permiesion to survey an island in the St. “Law-

rence River, for lumber and minerals. This. island was . owned by the

V:Consolidated Paper Ccmpany.< ‘The:Germans - offered to buy the 1sland

'but the Cenadian Government refused to grant a permit It was near

by mines blockinn an’ important channel of the_river., Among the names

glven by the" Germans was that of Alois Mledl
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am and Eve," Wthh is reported among 1oot stolen from Italy
3 8, an,-art, dealer as well as a collector, part of his

take over all hls assets, which 1ncluded éeVaral houéés and several
fthousand paintings and art obgects. He‘gave one man power of attorney

;’;hzs art lootyin neutralrcogdtries‘pfésumably
ffGoering s.

*fember lBth confirmed the fact?k

dlstrlbuted:

with Goerlng.'

.- the palntings. sti

. justified’ Most of;_ «pzctures were, alleged to be worthQ Tom, . .

v 100,000 to 500 000’ pesetas, .and. five or six were of even greater -
value. It was sald they were. dstained by the Spanish authorities

l.OIQ{Ls;la
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when they crossed the Franc ~Spanish border, but(leter released on the
ins;stence of General Kram Germen Alr Attaohe, 5 eved to 'be in
166 ,,'nd who acknowledged Goerlng s clalm to them,

Actuelly, the case agalnst Miedl 1nvolves only twelve peintlngs,‘
located in the- Froe Port of Bilbao. snd identified as hevzng been part
of. the Goudstikker Collection. . « Co Ca .

The facts reported ere thet Miedl wes in'San Sebastian, Spain, in o
May 1944, and ‘that he was known to- have imported into the country 12
peintlngs which were part of his Dutch loot. He entered Spain in two
arge American cars, and was accompsnled by a Belgian, Charles Georges
Koﬁgzek. The French authorities at Hendaye were said to ' ~noti-
- Fied of his coming,’ but ‘the Spanish border was still under the control
‘of the Vichy authorities, who could not be counted upon - to. cooperate .
on such a matter, His oompanlon, Koninck, was arrested, but we do not
know. under what circumstances, and was interrogated at the Beyonne "
~prisen, Frsnce, on October 7, 1944 - He claims that he. first met Miedl
in May 1944, probably at ‘the Pension Ursuls’ in San Sebastlsn, where we
know that Miedl. resided Lnter they went to madrid where’ Miedl was .
introduced 0 Jose T s, a‘friend of the Director of the Prado-’
Museum,. Mied! ted "to hold an exhibition .of his looted ., psintings
but it did not take’ place. Koninck also stated that Miedl got his"
pdintinge into Spain. through the intermediary of the firm Baguers »
Lo \VRug eghe_x Mertin S,A., Customs and Shipping Agents, with branches in
- various parts 6f Spain. This firm is on the British §tetutory Iist-
and the American Proclaimed List, Koninek believed the pictures. had
been deposited in the Free Port of Bilbao which is indeed the case,

A report deted December L, 1944 states that after he had crossed the

. Franco-Spanish border with the paintings, Miedl recrossed it again into

France in order to pick up a box, He, and a companion nemed Dtto: «
R\ Graebener, believed to be a Gestapo agent, ‘were errested by the Maqulsv
Yol buk MledI escaped the next dsy. v :

« Further information %eceived on' Koninok 1nd*cates thet he had connectzons
P with Hans Rohrbacl, a diamond smuggler, who Was’ arreeted by the Portu-
' guesc GIIc¢ on June 5, 1943 and 'later escaped. "'He, was cerryinf;.
looted diamonds from Belgium, which he "had orders to exchange P
foreign currency, Koninck was also connected with'a certein Adrzen
-4 Otlet, of San Sebastian and Madrid, Otlet and Rohrbach are inc
in the Statutory and the Proclaimed Llsts.

Whem Micdl's’ octivitles in the field of 1ooted art became known, his
name elso was pleced on the Stetutory List and. the Proclaimed Ldste

When ths ceses deposited in M edl's rame in the Free Port of Bilbao

were located, and ‘the peintings identified, there were more than twelve,
but not all wero marked as -coming from the’ Goudstikker Collection.'~
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‘The Prado:, Museum in Madrid wés said to have offered 2, 060 900,ptas. for one
~of these paintings, not, identified : ' _ ( .

) Miedl’s apprehension will no doubt clear up many details.‘}y

:ny may stiffen the attitude of the smaller
’ he neutrals.;\wv1 o .

tentative pr
jpending the
iplennlng to

eipt'of complete; netrue%ions,; the miss S wer
4 dle all oases whi _harise on an. ad hoc b_,‘;_‘g

‘Enemw loot‘ﬁ g aleo diecussed 1n Lisben, 1n Dece‘:er l9£4 e@ a d

'individuels ooncerned in'th variouee ssions;“who would raiee in
-the Committee any points they might Want to‘discuss. P

+ .

SWEHEN

’The Amerlcan Legation in Stockholm has been requested to report the’
appearance of . suspect art pieces on the Swedish art market, as there
are indications that looted treaeures are being offered for sale or
held in that country. o : , , .

on September 1 1944 part of a. report was forwarded dated February
1943, relating to Safehaven art, which.read as follows' '

erm‘nv toA
vestment din

K'Qrecei ed tw oaeesfof valuable picturee from:Germany during the.
last’ two weeks but the consignor ie unknown I - '

The pictures were ‘not deecribed 0. 1t could not be ascertained whether
they:were stolen from occupied countriee, or were the legitimate property
of German- collectors, in any case they represented enemy aseets.’,

A T

Reports datgl "and September 1944 indicated that stricter control
was recommended. ‘ndiv:duals leaving Finland for Sweden, as a_large
quantity of" Finnish ornamente furs, picturee ‘and other works of art

SO
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were being effered for eale in- Sweden. However, 1t was not stated
whether they e\brought into Sweden by Finnish nationals fearful

of the invaders, or. by Germane who had seized ‘them eutright from their
Finnish owners, - s . . R

In September 1944, informetion wes received to the effect thet stolen
art objects belonging to the. ‘State of I1taly were finding their way to..
Sweden, No details wers furnished then, but another source reported !
that a masterpiece by Brueghel, "The Blind Leading the Blind," listed -
-among the missing paihtings from the Naples Museum, and placed into
o ”aafety“ by the Germans at Monte Ca351no, had reappeared on. the Steck-
‘]holm art market fn e , ‘ -

A more recent communication dated March 23, 19A5 stated thet large
cases believed to contain carefully packed pictures were lying in the
'~ Free Port - of. Stockholm One was. addréssed: to. Dir, H. Koux, a- personal
.friend of many: Nazis which lead one to believe it might contain ;‘-«
looted art. . . : o B

Early this year the Gallery Saint anas, Sturegatan 3, Stockholm
~held an -exhibition of Flemiathutch paintings whose~origin,could net
. be ascertained,.. The directey of the art galler refused to indicate
‘. how- he ebtained possession rem, but-stated simply- that a number of
,.them were obtained from "poor Jewish refugeee. ST

SWITZ?RlﬁND

X report was received reCently on a visit of invostigation 1nto S
looted. works. of art and. their whoreabouts in ‘Switzerland made:by an.
official charged with Tepresenting the three Allied Governments,
Great Britain, the United States, and France. The visit 1ncluded
Besle, Eerne, Leusanne and Zurich : A L

The Monnments, Fine Arts and Archives Branch was concerned nct cnly
with the location: and freezing of all German-owned works of art: Sus-
pected of having been looted, but also with the tracking down-of+ .
works of art originally 1ooted by the Germans and subsequently disposed
of through normal trading channels : ’ .

As a result of the negotiatione of the three Allied Delegations w1th
the Swiss. Government it has been decided that all German-cwn"dgassetq
‘ (1ncluding werks of art) in Switzerland ‘whether- depesited in‘German i
or other names, ‘are subject to the "free21ng" decree. -

vfIt has also been agreed by the Sw1es that for their ovn 1nformation
the; will shortlv decree a -census -of all Gérman assets in“the. country
(including works of .art), and it.is proposed, that this decroe shall
make 1t .obligatory for those people who are:holding German assets -
‘under some other name to-declare them as such. The census will cover
such places as Free Ports (Freilager), cellars of museuams, banks and
forwarding agents or repositories (Lagerhaus A. G.).
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‘French services will be done at'B‘rne.
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Thus a check list w111 utllmately be avallable for consultatlon(nhen

st wh rks, of al &' beer looted. “Moreover"third
ssets’and wl
':havercommltted an-offence“under Swiss;

~reallze themvwi :

In addition to this, the Swzss authoritieg have expressed their willing-
ness to act immediately in' cases ‘in- which we can inform them of hidden
loot or workstov~art smugglcd into Sw1£ze 1and v

' It wa's decided thatf ll“informatien concerning 1got, by whatxﬁer‘”gency

collectedy weuld be”

sed’ through" ‘the - channel of‘the Commercial ecre-

Likewise anything affecting investigations in Switzerland should ‘pass
outward through the same channel, Co-ondinatlon with United States ‘and

'It is imp0851ble tc estlmate the" amount of German-owned OT loot”d‘works'
of art which héve found their way to Switzerland, Official Swiss
figures for import of works of art from 1939 to 1944 ‘'show that Wiereas
imports from France have declined steadily, those from Germanyhin-

creased greatly both in 1941 and 1943-; Actualxy, tho Ge‘mﬂ mports’

inv01Ved mostly French 19th century pai' _“

There is no proof te date of art being smuggled into Sw1tzerland except
the evidence of those pictures whlch are known to hnve been 1mported

- a certamn Albert%Skir

With verv. few exceptzons neither the Swiss museums ‘nor’ the more”
important Sw1ss collectors have acnulred looted works of art Gonsld-
erable arxisty'is felt by ahy possible Swiss purchaser today, d art
dealers are invarinbly asked to produce certificates showinhg that’ the
paintlngs they “are- offering ‘for sale have been 1n Sw1tzerland and even
1n Swiss” pessessien for a‘‘numbér of years. : : ‘

1t is believed that for tho moment German-owned and looted art objects
are lying ank vaults, at forwarding: agents, in rep031tories or in
private: hands; ither in Gérman, Swiss or other namés,-: Works of: art
sent fromiGermany for "Safe’ Haven" ‘to ‘the Free Ports of Sw Tand -

can remain there for 5 years under the name of -the addressee- ‘they are
not con81dered as 1mports, and merely cost the amount of storage chargee.

Shipments of wonks of art from Germany were handled by the firm ”of
Bronner, Baele, and’ Schiénker, which has branches in saveral Swiss cities.
1t was felt that .a thorough investlgatlon should be made of these firms.
1y the reantime; ‘the French authorities have asked-the Swiss to block
railway cars SNCF- 1@5 932, 65, 688 130,. 914, despatched by Schenker,
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Paris under way-bill of: December 8, 1942 to Zurich They are believed
to contain goods of all kinds looted by an official of the Reichsbahn,
at oné time: re31ding 34-Quai de Passy,- Paris. it should be recollected
that 1mmed1ately before the Germah: debacle Goering was. also reported to

~ have placed .some of his looted treasures in railway cars; and. that the

f‘Carz Wi Bummin'

Schenker fixim in Paris and other conquered citiee aid most of the -

.packing and shipping of loot. for the Nazi

«,One resident of Lichtenstein, Herr Rudolf Rnschewezh may be 1nvolved in
the purchase of ldoted art but there is no copclusive. évidence so_far.,

He was known to have bouzht works of art in Paris, which were recently
délivered. to hws ‘new.-house in Schann., He is.a: great friend of Buhrle,

“on whoge .ddvice he bought. . Buhrle ‘bought several’ picturés from the =

Galerie Fischer, but states he is ready to return. them, . Ruscheweyh was
blacklisted as he held an agoncy in Germany for Werkzeugmasohinen Fabrik
Oerlikon, Buhrle & Co.

The following German nationals are known to have been conce? edvin the
traffic of looted art objects, as agents or buyers, and have been visiting
Swmtzerland since IQAQ'

m; anthue dealer from Darmstadt who engaged in selling
looted- Works of - art -for whieh he wes blscklisted His. re31dence in .

' Lucerne.was at the Hotel Balances et Bellevue."

Dr, Otto Foreter, Director of a iuseum in Cologno. No ﬁéiéils,ﬁeré =
furnished ‘as to. his activities in Switzerland L

A'Dr Andreag Hofer, Berlin art dealer morking for Goering. Mnde frequent
“trips to Switzerland, buying and selling, - He was: reported as saying

that the paintings he brought frem Fronce came through the German Lega-'
tion in. Berne; and there is no-doubt that. these pictures .were. loot from
occupied countries, -He was. in- touch with the Galerie. Fischer, Lucerne,'
the Galerie Schmidlin, Zurich, Dr. ‘Hans Wendland of Genova, and an. une
identified person 1n Kussnacht, ‘near- Zurich : :

§ Dr, Kurt Martin, Director of the Karlsruhe Museum and. also eppointed
{ Director of all the museums of Alsace by the Nazis. No_details givenk
; as to his -activities in Switzerland.. ' » ‘

Professor PO_Q.’ now: dead was one. of the Directors of the . Fuhrerﬁ7'ﬁ

{Museum in linz, and was reported tc have. been buying and selling art
iebJocts in Basle, Geneva, Lucerne -and Zurich, .

EDr G, F, Reber a -former reeident of Lausanne, He left'Sw1téer1and:
isuddenly in the -summer: of*- 1941 for. Italy, and become a resident of ‘Rome -

- and ‘Florence.: - Before leaving Switzerland he showed certain people

I.O%}{lgﬁs
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a letter from Goering appointing him es an official buyer of works of
art. He obtained. this letter-through’ ‘Andreas. Hofer, who is: married to
o -sistor of Reber's secretary, - He is' said to have bof'ht some ‘tapes-
tries for Gosring in Italy, and to. be Anvolved .in. the,purchase of ths
» Memling portrait’of the Corsini eollection.;r-' e e e

Reber wag later deprivsd of German citlzensh1p for belng a Fraemason.

He passad through the Allied lines in.ltaly, and is ncw at. Albergo o
Gargano,, Sant'Angelo dai Lombardi, Prov. Avellino. It has been: suggested
that he should be transferred to the United Kingdom for 1nterrogation.

’sart dealer of Paris and Baden-Baden, and former

“He" Worked with the Task Force Rosenberg: in-Paris

'“amous record, and thcre is ‘10 doubt that: his ~know=
%clrcles was. put to use, - S : :

Tresident” ofyZur
»whcre he'left’ an’

fDr. Sauermann, of the art dealing concern Bohler in Mundch 'Théfé‘is
: gome ‘doubt” as-to whether he is implicated, - :One report: statrd that’ he
refusad to becoma Goerzng s agent; and- to ‘handle looted art

: Profsssor Voss, Diroctor of the Fuhrer Museum at Llnz, “He. was reported
. to-have handled looted art in ‘Basle, Geneva, Lucerne and Zuri"h,hand
tc have brought intc Switzerland a Van Dyck. belonging: to the Jaffe.
¢ Collection, seized under the Vlchy anti-Jewmsh laws, and sold at -
E&\E action in. 1942. .

‘ Adolf Wﬁster, appoznted Kunstreferent in. Paris after the occupstion‘~*;

&{ | Was buving for German museums and also offering looted works of art from
{  TFrance in Basle, Zurich, Lucerne and Berne. He was said to hav ‘offered

: gor sale to the Galerie Tanner the Bernheim Jeune Collectlon

! rs., - '

‘It is also oelievpd that to this list. should be added the Berlin art

dealer, Habens ock, : S

'1 000,000

A certain number of . re31dents of Switzerland are also known to be in-

i volved in the sale, purchase or storing of art objects 1ooted by the '
Nazis' c ‘ o »

Dr. Filheln Frick: Thé Swiss interests of Alois Mieéi who s'toié the
Goudstikker Collection were formerly in his hands, until their transfer
to Wiederkehr., 1t is thought . that he might have looted art

his possession, ‘but - it was thought wiser not to plsce hlm o'
List.: . e

Galerle Fischer, art concern in Lucerne which has. been blao"'n

: The owner is Theodore Fischer but it is believed the gallery' now

g in the name of his sons. Theoddre Fischer has been interviewed a “number
; of timss, and there is still some discrepancy in his statements. He
stated that Andreas Hofer, Berlin art dealer and agsnt for Goering

104087
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lwas taken to Basle, and thé -Renoir was received from: Ger
lat the German Bailway Station. .The’ Knaus painting is" eetimated at K
’2100 OOO Swiss frs. and the Renoir at 35,000 Sw1ss frs. . -

1
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started ccming to- Sw1tzerland to purchase works ‘of art in 1941, and that
he contacted the. principal-art: dealers, including Fischer, He: always
paid in-Swiss francs, -In“the summer:of 1942 he bought from’ Fischer
German and. Dutch’ masters valued ‘at apnroximately 250,000: Swiss- frs.

but made no" payment ‘Fischer's agent,: ‘Dr. “Héns” Wendland then returned
with a selectioni of Frénch: Impressionist pietures -Aduly: Relivered in

the ‘autumn and winter of 11942, which according to a new schemé p sed bK
Hofer would compensate Fischer for the amoun% due ‘him for the peintings e/

Fischer claims that he is an expert in antiques and tapestries, ‘and aold ~

did not'know their value or readlize theirorigin:intil Nathén;. art: ex-
pert from St. Ga#ll, came to" exsmine them." Therevwere 32. paintings &and”

1L drawinga.~ & few have been sold, the rest are in: Lucerne and’ Fischer

has agreed not to dispose of any of them. It should: ‘be notedjy:
that the liats cf paintings and drawings furnished hy Fische’_

SWever, .
nct(tally

Most of the leoted pictur s in Fischer s possession come: from the Pual
Rosenberg ‘Codlection, and/Tew from the’ Alphonse Kahn Collectien, both
confiscated by the Nazis in France.~~-. , A A

The origin of Degas' "Madame Camis au Piano“ {s léss certain
source stated that™it' came from the Alphonse Kahn: Gellection, ‘another
that Dr. Vendland bought it for Fischer in a legitimate deal fro the
Parisian art dealer Birschanski - , &

Blithrle of Zurich who bought aeveral of the pictureg from Fischer has .
them ! packed up,- rea&y to return them to the legitimate ewnere*“ﬁvun

“Galerie. Neugert* located l Bahnhofstr., Zurich ln the summer hf 1943

this: gallery:exchanged a picture by-Knaus against 'a:Renoir

1 . Lo ' - CTRI
%Galerie Schmidlin, 5 Bahnhofstr., Zurich ‘was " in contaét with the German
brt dealer, Andreas Hcfer, ‘who was also Goerings s representative.-

Galeris. Tanner, Zurich This art concern was- in contact w1th‘A1fred
Paber, 109 Boulevard ‘Hausmann, Paris, who traded in looted pictures .
with the Task Force Rosenberg. Was alsc offered the Parismart concern,
Bernheim ‘Jeune, for 1,000,000 “French frs. Othersinvo
Vﬁster, Etienne Bignou, and Charles Montag. . R

Dr. Hoffmann: Partner of Dr Wilhelm Frick who formerly had charge of
Alois Miedl's interests. : ,

Dr Kellerf. Partner of Dr. Wilhelm Frick who formerly had cherge of
ilois Miedl's interests '




36.7-? :

3,§Andre Martin' Reported to.own a- painting from the" Paal Rosenberg
/Collection in. Paris,.”The Open Window," by Matisses: Mar :esi&es

;at 9-Signaustr.; Zurich “The: picture-has been: depos‘ted‘, ;
| Stoeri- of:Zurich,” s dtids valued -t 105000 Swiss frs., -and was: ffered
- for sale to the Knnstmuseum in Berne. Another Batisse, “Femme u; un‘

than. 7 ooo;j

Charles Montgg. a Swiss national involved in the offer made to‘the'

. April- 1944 he*was -offering for sale:- pictures from-the Jaffe:
owned by a British Jew, It was seizéd in Nicé- -under ‘the’ Vichy antl-
Jewish: laws,yand- auctioned. in 1942, ~.Among: the: pazntings m“ sned <

were-a Goya;: & Veldsquez, a- Titian, a-Constable.valuedia

frs., and a Van Dyck offered at 100 OOO Swiss

[

i

|

f L, Steinemann (2 ,rusenbergstr., Zurich It was reported
i

f

F
2
{
4
3

™

‘
i)
. In. August 1944 Stelnemann was reported to be in Lugane, Cl nica San
;Rocco and was offering for sale between 100 to 200 pictures. "

'Frau Stoeri Zurlch Andre Martin is said to have depostﬂad‘w1th her

o S o i

g A T

Dry Hans Wendlan M;Bois d‘Avault Bellevue, Geneva.
former resident: of Zucerney he: is known' to have” traveled extenslvely

‘between 1940-1943, and to have: importnd works of. art from Germanv,
Italy and France. , .

fHe acted for the Galerie Fischer in negctiating deals with ndr
Hofer of Berlin involving looted art o

A rellable source stated that in November 1942 he recelved;a, 5&@1,

van full of works of art from Paris, cleared through the forwarding
agents Lavanchy in Leusanne, When he moved from Lucerne to Geneva he
-took two van-loads from Lucerne, and another from Basle, which were
'said to have contained works of art shlpped from ltaly early in

: November 1943.

04089
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- vate collections, 1ncluding thoee of Alphonse- Kahn and " Paul Rosenberg,
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ﬁe -hag® also worked in close co~operation w1th the German Iegetion
in Berne, and wea ‘at one time a’ partner of Reber. : :

Well known as’ ‘an ert deeler end collector, and having lived in France,
Italy, Germany and ‘Switzerland' for  the past 25 years, “he was:acquainted
with all the principal art dealers and knew the contents : of most pri-

whom he knew well., Thus, he’has little excuse for claiming he ‘bought
any pictures without being aware they constituted loot Ho has been
blacklisted for hie activitree, ‘ : , PR

Arthur Wledgrkehr, 98 Bahnhofstr,, Zurlch He wes 1nterv1ewed in
rogard ‘to some - looted pictures: loft 4n-his cate" by Alol"Miedl Goer=-
" ing's agent and: the man responsible for the eeizzng of -the’(
Collection in Holland ‘ ‘ R

Wiederkehr steted he wes in Holland sevaral times in 1941 and 1942
An, connectlon with emigration permi*s for Jewish cllents, andythat his
great frlend in Amsterdam was Dr, Lanz, Swiss Consul;, ( '
- the summer of 1942 lanz introduced him to'a German) A101s Mledl a
wealthy man connected with art. and finence, and a great friend of
Goering. ’ ,

Mledl's Swiss interests Were in the hands ef Dr. Wilhelm Frlck, 13
Stadthausqiai ;) Zurlch but Miedl. esked Viederkehr ‘to take them over.

- He claimed that he wanted to get his wife and two childrenf‘nto
Switzerland, and ‘that certain plcturee held by Frick were: to be- taken
by Wiederkehr and presumably sold to provide money for his family

Frick was instructea to have the pictures delivered to:" :

Bank Gesellschaft 45 Behnhofstr. ~Zurich, -:The benk in turn ‘was:
authorized to hand over - the picturee to Wiederkehr; the latter, ‘how-
ever, denies that he had actual authority to offer them for sale.»

Wlederkehr received the plctures seeled w1th seals of the German v
‘Legation in Berne.. ' He knows they were smuggléd into: Switzerl’nd by .
the diplomatic .pouch” and were never cleared through- the- Swisleustoms.

Between 1942 and 1944, they were onlyseen once, by Hans Wendland,“énd
by, E. Buhrle, who were sent by Miedl S COR

Wlederkehr clnims it wag the Bretton Woods Conference ann/" éeéeht
which aroused his suspicions in regard to the origin "6f the’ peﬁntings,
and led him to infonm the British or American authorities. ﬁ~

The picturos are’ niow in the Volksbenk 53 Behnhofetr., Zurich, in
Wiederkehr's name,. He stated that he had n0<f1nnncia1 interest “in
them, and has undertaken not to have them removed

oﬁde tikker :

104096
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Miedl telephoned: Wiederkehr from Madrid, late An. 1944, and asked -
whether the pictures.could.be: transferred to Spain. R A

The markings on the: back of. the’ pictures clearly_lndicate»they#are
loot Thelr total vslue approximates 800 OOO.S : ~

’ Van Gogh's "L’Homme a l‘Oreille Coupeé." Paul C
175,000 Sw. Fr. T . o ‘ ;

The Rothschild, Goudstikker and ‘Paul Rcsenberg Collections;_““jﬂf‘l. 11
looted by the Nazi -

sﬁmay hava smuggled paintings into SWltzerland 88
rge quantities of looted:art objects from Parls., It is
not'. known whether he is ‘now, in Sw1tzerland R S

A few facts relating to looted art were reported in July 1944 ,

eGustsve Rochllts was sald to hsve scnt 200 cases- of 1soted art by |
,train from Parls to Switzerland Their present location is unknown.

Art:- objectV“belonglng to Baldur von Schirach were. sent te Switzer-
affhausen, - . AR

land vla Séh

- No: -

Actlon will be taken by the Amerlcan, British French and Dutch Missions
to obtain: the sequestration of allxlooted Works -of- art Whlch can be
traced in: SwiUZerland.‘ L e
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o date little 1nformation has been received in regard to the sale
of looﬁed works of art in Latin Amerlca. - wes _

‘Single 1nstanoes of susplcious art deals have been recelved, but there
is'mo conclusive evidence of the presence of- Nazi-owned looted works
,of art on the Latin American market »

. One anonfirmed report stated that Valuable art loot nay have :
become the private property of an important industrialist in Latin
America, an individual who lept his name to cover properties: which

_were transferred to him by high Nazi.officials. The reference is

_presumably to the ‘notorious Fritz Mandl Argentine munitions king,

“;and friend of the Nazis. . , , R ,

- A study was also made of 1ntercepts received from the Office of
Cens@rship over a period of months and dealing with the activities

- of the de Koenigsbergs, New York art dealers, and their associates,

‘to‘ascertain ‘whether their correspondence revealed illicit art.
transactions invglving, enehy interests., The de. Koenigsbergs haVe v

. business connections 'in Buenos Aires, Mexico City,: Chile,. and Uruguay.
The associates involved were Amadeo Mandaro, Alberto Duhau, Enrique
and Nettie de Paatz, Mrs, Edgardo- Nicholson, Miss Isabella Hill,-”
Dr. Mario Williams, and Maria Chaliapine. : ' -

The -above subJects were said to have been involved in suspiCious
transactlons of art pieces. Particularly suspect were the de
Koenigsbergs and the Mandaros, who were alleged to have Nazi .
sympathies and connections. This suspicion was partly. based on:
 the fact that their blisiness was: conducted on a- secret ba51s, under
cover' of personal affairs.‘y' : 2 I L

We found no proof that 1ooted art was involved, but a study made

of another art dealer, Nicholas Karger, doing business in Venezuela,
seemed to indicate that the South American art market is- being. .
floodeéd with pieces of’ doubtful authenticity, which makes the- task
of . tracing authentic and valuable looted art obgects even- harder

a number of intercepts were also reviewed, covering corrcspondenco ,
between Kurt Stavenhagen, now in Mexico, and other art dealers, in
particular Richard H. Zinser, Forest Hills, Long Island, New York.
For several months they have been discussing in morec or less
guarded terms a presumably valuable painting, which they claim’is
Pisanello's "Une Princesse d'Este," also described as "The. Flowor
Girl" and the "Pink Lady." The original painting which was in the

© Louvre was estimated at $250,000. M. Rene Huyghe, Chief Curator °
of Paintlngs at the Louvre Museum, has written that all’ paintings

- placed in repositories during the war have been restored to the-
museum and that none are missing. Therefore, art experts in this
country believe that the picture held by Zlnser must be a good COpy
not generally ‘known to dealers.
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The following names’ have also been ca‘led to our attentlon. o
F:ancisco Cambo, formerly of Barcelona ‘and now. at Avenida A roo.
465, Blicnos Aires, is a collector of works of art and before the
‘war used to deal almost exclusively with Theodore Fischer of the_,
-Galerie Fischer, Lucernc, Switzerland. 4s the Galerie Fischer: '
‘and its owner werc blacklisted in October 1943 for. handling looted

art, it was thought advisable to abcertain whcther».ambo has added
to hlS art collection from thls source since 1940

”§~\f Thaddeus Grauer,

Rua Alagoas 664, Seo Paulo, Brazil also haSB»
déﬁliﬁgé”ﬁi%ﬁmﬁhe Galerie FlSChcr. ‘

Buehler, Obersa, Argentlhé, was notifled by Karl Huesles Sonne

Lucernc, Sw1tzerland, ‘that the "Madonna" they have been discﬁgging
is a genuine Raphael and would be worth $1,000,000 in. New York

~ after the war. ThlS painting hes not yet been identified

. \J}
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Late in 1944, Dr. Honig of New York City wrote to a Rodolfo Tﬁmr,
Buenos ‘Aires concerning a Brueghel painting stored in Basle, g; -
Switzerland, and another picture which Treuer is holding in Argentina.
Therc was also a reference to a Stradivarius violin left in the.

care of Mr, Erich Kahlenberg, Asuncion, Paraguay. In an earlier
cormunication, Dr. Honig advised Kahlenberg that a "former Director

of Skoda" might approach him concerning the sale of a Stradivarius.’

This indicates that these men might be Jowish rofugecs dlscu°31ng
1ogit1mate property savod from the Nazis.

o o e i i PR T T o

ibny e

Thlrty palntlngs offered for ualo in South America were checked agalnst é
the files of thc Roberts Commission., It was thought that one of these 7

might be of cnemy origin. This was thec painting by El Greco entitled
"The Mourning Madonna," which was offered for sale at 22,000 in

. - i
Vbnezuola and which was listed as bcing in the Munich Art Gallery. '

Hcrmann Goerlng has mllllons invested in Argentlna, accordlng to ‘
Ray Josephs who covered Buenos Aires for PM, Josephs writes: - "I
personally saw paintings, sculpture, etc., looted by the Nazis on

sale in Buenos Adres since late 1943, receipts from which were belng
held for Goering." ' :
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.- “Mith, referance to the Mbasay 8 strieﬂy oonridantial desyatch
“\To. ’?‘3’?9 dated August 14, 1543 and to previous despatches concerning.
1/ the activities of the UNION NACIONALISTA, I have the honor to trans-
« - mit e copy of the legal Attaché's report dated Gc'bober 13, 1945 on
the .game sub - .

B ?
- The mat report iz outlinsd herewith as —
" follows: 4 ‘ dmbers of the- Youth CGroup of the I
Uiidn Nacionalistawhich contains tho latest deteiled information on
that group; acoording to ons of the informants of the Legal Attaché's g
office, the ,,,;,rsies of the Youth Group of this Chilean pro-Nazi .
: polittca‘,l are now gentred in attacks on Yankee imperialism and g%
- also on @ y ©f the establishment of "anti-plutoeratic and anti- -

Marxist" Nationalist governments throughout South Amsrica as the first
step in a Spanish-American revolution sgainst United States "demination"; <
a roliable source has reported that at a meeting of the Unién Nacion- 25
alista held on August 6 last Manuel MAYO Bodaelon, lesader of the Youth L

' Group, made an address in which he praised Nazilem as a movement which
knows no class distinctions and expressed the opinion that militant
Naziism would Ye eiotorious in the western hmisphare regardless of the
ocutcome of ths Europoan conflict; and enother source of information has
furnished an up-to-date 1ist of the pr&noipal lsadars of the Unién Na-

. clonalista in Sanbiago and Valparaiso. whose names are listed in the
Legal Attaché's report. At the meeting above referred to, Manusel Mayo

" also stated that ho had been the first newspaper pepre
interview General RAMIREZ pfter his. assumption of ‘the prasmency of

. Argentina and that Remirez had told him that hs greatly admired Chile.

 and believed that the South Amsricaen countries should unite as a group

" independent from the influence of the United States and Creat Britain;
and that he, Remirez, would back any nationalmtic movment in Chile
or in any othar Scuth Amariean country,

The Mmtion furnished by "Source E", who 13 said to have ob-
 talned 1% from one Enridue MONTES Errazuris, who 15 stated to have ‘
obtained 1t in turn from various leadars of tha Unién Nacionalista.

104094
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of June 10, 1843, to the etfaot that it is not likely'that 4hé Unién
Naeionaum will attempt a. moluﬁon unless 4t 13 able to obtain

considerably more suppoxft from the: Amy 1fmm other

and “from ‘the populdc

‘11t1cal factibns,

Liko-

' wise, the mpm fmished by "Sourdo r" of an Unién Naclonallata plot
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=3 The anti«imperialistic stmggla -must--be umrﬁ.mous Ain: Spanish
America a8 the imperialistic phammenen is oorfmon to all Sp, aniah Aneri—

E dispens: le to fm Natianaliat B-lock in sach dist.m.ct, |
which should be backed by the Hatiomlist ziovemmt of ea.ch manish Ameri—-

o e ")};ha problem:of  our aaommical infeziority ds-the result Qf the
:mbordjmting of Spanish American plutocracy to their Inq:erialis‘on.c Has=

tars. Gomemta.y tm.s pmblem will not. diaappear untdd; bo’oh phtocracy*

' 5. - ‘Pan Amerﬁ.caniam" and “Good !ifeighbcr" alagans w‘&ich are tha out-
coma*af Rerhh A.marj,can policy; are just. instruments used by:the Imperia~
: ,raak ! a»st.he will ami aut;a detarmina‘b ion-of - Spa.nish Amaricana.

. 6. Th.’s.a pmﬁected;.?m Ameriaan ﬁnity ia falae, bath:gfmmxa hiatoriw
cal and oultural point-of view; and:is used-as.an instrument: of domination

oy t.ha AzzglomSa:mn teehnical *supariority, of. Korth: Amemica on the Gultural

sal. Oonglonerate which is spanish Amer:lca.
Conglomeration

The auﬁrca» advises that the foregoing “exposé“ of- :tha «Juventud Naciona»

lista-is: interesting:from-two-points-of view, ' First, the:phrasing of the
+1eading ideas i3-an -exact ‘copy:of: Nazi- temj.nolo&r, repeating words, 1ike

: fplutoeracy ;. timperiali am?; -and" anti=marxism*; -It. is-the- sourcds opin~
_ien-that-this: shows: how close the contact is between the Union Nacionalis—
- ta and Nazim and indicates that German influence is paramount in this so- v
ricanimovement, According to.the-souréey the second point
s that the. ﬁ.ght 48 directed exclusively agtinst: t.he Unitad Stataa .;pene-
;'tration 4n:the political and economic:fields - i .-w

called . Ibe

. From Source €y who s known to be reliable;: 1t. is lmawn that 8 meet-

«ing ‘ofthe Union Nacionalista was held on-August:6th at their headmarters .-
‘on Bernardo: 0'Higgina. -At. this mesting;- MANUEL-MAYO BODELON.gave a-lecture
won the 'Nagl Movement:in-Argentina and Chllei. He: adviaed inithis lecture

that he had had a long talk with President RAMIREZ of the new Argentine

. Government, - :He:claims to have been the first newspdperman 46:have intere

viewod President RAMIFEZ and that RAMIREZ told him he greatly admired Chile
and that he believed South America should unite ssis. natien, independent
from the influence of the United Stetes and Great Britain,  RAMIREZ is also
reported. to have pointed out that he would back-any namnalistic -movement
in Chile or any other South American country. At this time; MAYD also state
ed to the 'meeting that-the British and American: Amhaasadors had not bsen

given preference to interview the new President (RANMIREZ) and had been forced

to walt untilra day:when. a1l the diplomatic cOrps Was received. At this
point, it7is sbtated that the whole assemblage broke out in wild applause,
MAYO, during his lecture, praised Nazism, & movement which he stated knows
no class distinction; helps the middle class, is for honor and justic, and
gives averybody :a military-education, Best of alljy he added, Nazism helps -
the underdog., Inasmich as most of the members present belong to this claas,
these remarks-met with:great approval.: In the:gecond part of his lecture,
MAYO spoke of the possibilities of Haziam in South America. He was convine
ced that intensive propagandd wis 4. main waapen for mzccess. He 'advised

5\‘;**‘,{'«}39&:

e

litiaally and ewnamica.uy in erderﬂto aaperaede thair :
-=-t.eclmieal Marinrity. o -
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that each “centre" of the Unien Na.cionalist.a‘ was a canter' as well for
soldiers, officers and teachérs of Nagism and it was of the greatest

Amportance to.win.soldiers for the ever growing HaziArmy in.Chiles.

HAYO expressed confidence that Nasism would win in t.his parb of the W&I‘i&

mgardleas af 't.he outcome a!;‘ the European ccnfliat;. Wb

MAYO, dmﬁ.ng the. mwting, adviaed ‘that the Argent.im Nacionalistas
have several:newspapérs:which: they either own or use for pmpaganda pur-
poses. The'ons: speaii‘ica.uy mentioned was "EL PAMPEROM, -

- MANUEL.MAYO:BODELON 1a an aex=Nazi: leader of Valparaiso and 3.3, at -
presént, employed: by .the "ZIG-ZAG" publishing and: :printing firm in Sen-

- tiago, Ch:lle, where he holda a fa:u'ly good positian. He was, at one time,
. G Qn.@ aiﬂo b - W \_,-.&»3-,;,;_',:; l.? i

Source C alse adviaed that amot.her meet. d by the Union Na-
clonalista in theéir Hesdquarters on Bernanrdo: O'Higgins Nothing of impor- -
tance was 1e.axfned at-this meeting; however;:after the: meebing was adjourned,
the President, GOMEZ MILTAS, discussed with:an. unidentified. individual a
progran of tWenty diys propaganda, The source advised that it appeared to
be their ambition to print and cireulste a small: mimaographad sheet. They
also indicated that should this project be sarried out; they wanted to take
good care that this propaganda does not becoms: ¥nown- to- be_ cormected with
the Union Nacionalistas Théir.idea was that the distribution of this sheet
would start around: 5300 AM and would be distributéd in-the most prominent
spots around the town,  They were sgreed that this would involve anproxi-
mately 1;000 pesos expenditure daily for the printing and: diatribution of
the paper and, besides; they were of the opinion‘that -ansther 3.,”0 pesos
per day would be needed for:the defense, etc,;of thé men: mowould proba-
bly get in:trouble: in'the ‘distrivution of this: paper.. They: disoontinued
their discussion. without definimly agreeing on a. plan relative to the per-
fomanae of thia pmjeet. ' S o 5o ,

« "rem Seurca D, a list o:f the prmcipal leaders of the Union &acionalista
was obtained, and are'as follows,. ~ {It-1s to be noted that the following .
na.maa have been mentioned in meﬂ.ous reports and: some have, beén. mntioned
as occupying the samé official: position in"the Party -as. they. are uaim named
In the fonowing Lists H however, ‘sorie of the following names have not ‘been in-.
dicated as officiils or ‘as principal.leaders-of the, Paz"by ‘andy for ‘c.hat Tea~
son, this 15.' ci’ maabera ia baing;inaorpomted at“ this point ). .

JGmE GGN&LEZ (von ﬁa.réaa)

........

o ~'=~':‘:Bearetary of t.ha ﬁatiom.‘l.
;:_Exacu’c.iff" Board W

th'of sepmibar*' ‘
matianal D:Lrect;r of Pmpaganda ":‘szmm RECA (VM)
|  Leader of ‘bhe Br'igada Feminina | MARTA VIANCOS de JAR:

' : : ‘ Leader

- ORLARDO IATGRRE
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Lga sat‘téze followi.ng ara'mn “rted as tha lea-v
s az..in the Valpamiso ma.x

ms'mi:‘:;ae - ' JAVIER LIRA (Merino):

mmm POLLE, - v JOSE. HERNANDE
© . MANUEL :JORQUERA % » .0 47> - i RAMON: VERRARA: m(ﬁontem_
PEDRO ?L.m'm o - RAUL RAVFAU

~.CARIOS NIBTO:

| cmssﬁ?vm - . FRANCISEO: mm ,
s MARTANG-GARBE : ¢ o QLOF: CRISTHIANSEN.
PEDD SEPULEUDA (L:'stoa) ' RAMON FLESTNG (Llsmos)

--;Hozmm m&u

" Sotree also ﬁmiviaedx‘e.hat” the Unton Nacionalista in Valparaiso holds -

mestings and dimners quite frequently and that SILVESTHE ORTEGA is the in-

dividual who arranges these meetingsy They are held at the CLUB LIRERAL

or st Calle:Blanco 1113, ‘Third :Floor; 0ffice 5, - Jourde: also. advised:that
a professor. whése ‘gurname is JORMERA -and’ who teachés: at the .INSTITUTO CO-

‘,xmcm at. vVa.lparaiso s is. ver,,r active 49 a verbal pmpa.s'.muist for the Union

Sourca D advised thu’c I:B(J ymm (Vm.az'e'z.l} s who iu reported to be
the leader in the Valparalso area, was born in Talca,; Chile, November 12, -
1897;, the son: of AURELIO -and UPIRTINA, end he presently lives at Papudo 564,,
Cerro Concepeion. ~His. ‘Prontuario- Humber -is 228238s. Source.advised thaty.

.ag-0f :Aprdl, 20,° 1943, t‘iero appeared on the.membership list of -the AjA; - the

nane:of . .oneg : Saﬁer Pﬁ.ﬁf\m, who is identical with ‘the Valparaiso chief of the

Union Nacionalista. “This individusl was the owner of the FIAMBRERIA RELLE=
VISTA; which is:located on Calle.Bellavista .458; and.is :also. owner of the:
FIAMBRERIA HAMBURGUESA; on iCalle Esmeraldss - The: Calle Bellavista address.
was the one used b,; the Part.y for t,he sale i ckets for the last. d.inner
of t.he Unicm : TIPS

'I‘ha fellmdng lniomation was 'repcrhed by 'scmrce E, the reliahility of

fw*ﬁ ch 1s unkmowns This information was obtained by 3ource E through one EN-

RIGUE MONTES' ERRAZURIZ,: who, in turn, obtained. the information through. con~

;?ersatians with JORGE: 1GGNZALEZ “VON MAREES,. PEDRO FONCEA; RENAN. VALDES- VOY%I

BEI\I‘\T&WITZ, JUAH GONZ: MILIAS, ARIOSTO HERRERA,: GUILLERND - "TZGUIERDO ABRAYA,
MANUEL -MAYO BQ!IZGM y a.nd HEC?O:% AR&?’ENA, 15&18 last t.wo “being»chiei‘s of th;e

The fon.owing is».a.,.mmnary‘ ma.de of the"infamation by mms whis}z. has

e ey e e
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: l. When the Diractor of the newapaper "m PAWE&%" and ohief
aftheﬁacienali"‘ NUEL - FRESC ‘ ‘

(ﬁsssault Tmaiss) ofi the Nacienalia‘ba_i’arty, :
ARAVEWA, are

e'felectr‘ic linht ‘and’ pawer facili ies;, t@lewhones 5

S 7Q Thsy hava obtainad adhemnce amng the anmd farces , the ’cmapa
'and sub=officisls who, in case of a "push* wauld agsist the chiefs and of-
i’ioia.ls in the. wnatitutional gavammam; : .

B. Thay poasesa ‘sufficient arms and grmdas and dyn&mite, ’c.haae be-
:’mg guarded in diffamnb lacatmna of the city,

9. In case of a *‘push" the orders would be ’cransmitted by means of _
.a portable radic apparatus, both sen:iing and rac@ivmg equigmant. Some have
‘been constructed by t.he technicians of the part.y a.nd athers were manufactu—

fmdinﬁm

- 10, The members of the a.sswlt tmops of villages ne::.ghbor:ing in the
vicinity have been ordered to be prepared for whatever call is given them.

T

ll. Trmsportatian ‘of the members e;t’ the assault ‘tmeps entside of
%antmaggo would be made by night in tmr:ks and autombiles of membera o:t‘ tha :

parby and syﬂgaathizm.

; Source F; on Sept.ember 2, 1943, ‘advised that MR}O H&ON’[‘ (Rotter) s
- military student and member of the Union. Nacionalista for the past si.x
months, had advised him, the source, thet on August 30, 1943, HECTOR FODRI-
GULEZy; aged 19, VICTOR HIGALGO, s aged 24, and MANUEL VENCHEZ, aged 19; along’
with at least three other persons, all members of the Juventud wing of the
Union Nacionalista, received orders from JUAN GOMEZ (Millas), President, to
‘attack thé American Bmbassy between 6130 and 7100 P¥ on September 5, 1943, ,
‘as o demonstration of hatred for the Americans. This Party was to be armed
and, after the demonstration at the Enbassy, they weré to go to the Cemen=-
‘terio General, where a demonstration of members of the Union Nacionalista
was scheduled to be held onthe morning of September 6th, The source ad-
vised that appro«dmatfsly 30 ,OOO persons from all parts of Chile were expect~
. ed at this neeting. The source advised further that the approval of VO

MAREES,

104100,
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zmzm:”:s, one of the Gamellors of the t}nion Iiacicnslista, mst be ob»
tained before the above mentioned prod i demnstration .against hhe
American Brbassy would be carried ou '

tack the Amsr:l.can Eknbassy took place in fmnt af the Acrencia. PAC%{ on. t.he
night of September 2, at 8:30 Pﬁ, at which time the 1eadsr of ths grroup,
HIE"‘OR mBRIGUEz, j.nfoma ) was

wag cancelled, M. this time, the aourcea advised that other mambera of thig
potential grcu;: af’ demonstrators are OSCAR MiRANBULNO; » aged 255 LUIS ANI= =
i ; ‘smmmzz, aged 23. The source advised that the
plan a an an’ atback on’ the Naval Attwhé's 0ffices on the Se-

cond Floor of the Fknbaaay milding, for the mupose of deatroying papera in
this of.‘i‘ice. ; ,

Source G advised, on bepter«&)er ‘7, 191‘,3, that the de:mnstration Wnich
wasg held at the Cementerio General on the morning of September 6th and which
Was expected by the Unien Naclonallsta to drew approximately 30,000 perscns
from all parts of Chile, resulted in a big disappointment to the organization,
inasmuch as-on. tha r:ziag, r:ml\y 200 persons were present for the ermimm-

.- Source H, on September 2, 3.92,3, advised t*m ms»‘ma Tir (B}.anlot), one
of the Counsellors of the Union Nacionaliste snd Watienal Secretary, is now
employed by the Cfa, SUD-AKERICANL cie %P‘QR&“S in: their Szmtiago Offlce and
m::ald begm mr}: within a few days R o
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8ubjact: ‘Attaek {1 Peruvian Chamber of Demties
“on the present Argentine Govemment.

‘ﬁfter;setting forth tne text of the decleration made by a
group of Peruvian:deputies;. the mamorandum of. ths! Legs.l a-..&ttaché M

, Preaidentd’rade,s .desire. to avoid. the: retum o Peria-af .

Marshal Ben&vides is significant of t.he une.say volitical situaticn o
in the ceuntry.

Respectfully vours,

For the Charge d'Affaires s. 1,

. George H. Butler,
First Seoretary of Embassy.

"_.. s, - Enolosures s
£npy o7 1. 1. Memorandum

sliaret mi» fj

L T | Y 4100
711 Argentina-Peru - ,
GHB/ak ‘ Copy by courier to Embassy, Buenos Mres.
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kBireotor of Sehoola=af ths Provinae ef Tucum“

ffof the Universny of Li.’ceml, smm*a JBRONO .
“tg" VBl ‘Pgmpero', a newspaper subsidized by the Gérman Embassy

fﬁAnti—Argentine‘Aotivities (and tried: forgtha Hasi plot in‘theA

s :
2% s Bory e L. 5
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L Enalasuru no. 1 to deapatah no. 8101 of October 15, 1943
from. Ameriuan Embassy, Lima, Peru.

%r. COHDF” IWLL, uecreuary of §tate of ihe Unitaa S
korth Amsrica to tha ﬁiniater af,Foreign Rg;axi ;

c‘béry
but ‘that tota¢itarlan p*inci‘*

ﬂmericawas aﬂwhola, with the é

a8 conapiriné agaiﬁht ihe Boat'inxaresta of the Hntian; thm
 RIdI iy

according to the investigation made by the Commission to Investigate

194103
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! , skherafore, . t'.hat 1in,the. Perwinn Parliamsnt
f ould be apokan J&e manifeat QUL seltdarity
s ,3
clefémd democracy have been olossd whiie tl:m sheets Ivifhich serve ‘ '
the interests of the Axiu enjoy official protection, &8 $ecretary

A - 104104
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g
;faring-the conaeqnencea
_ Lgbor Feéeration, whose
fgnqugellrknown~;n 1@' L :
‘becauge hé rafised- . !
the United Hation'.' o ;

shefal as;nes ‘

“But” : -
\of the dictator—

‘with ﬂhich '
“shipin’ Germ&ny
fof becks. “f i

‘ “The fcllewingvti
*0f Argantina have baen

by the Dean of Canterbury which wascao hlghly praiaed in thia KRR
11égcivieation of the’ - .
AGLIONT ;7' The- Striggle c
'?fSE?ERSKY; ’Thﬁ arigin
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Ao T peraons or nuclei whbh do not béleﬁg t0. ths govornmsnt's ideology,
E R must be: thoraughly 1nvestigated. -The . latter part of. this decree
Asheaa that it 1en't 8. matter ox persecuting Laft-wing men nlona,

: G .
Dr. EﬂILIQ BRIGE; tha pacﬁing hause lahor leader, JOSEJPE?ER;

. the; l&bar leader, JUAN. JOSE REAL; the youth leader, ANTONIO H..
LEHGINAS and“a thoussnd others are inpriaoned in the-jails of -
Villa de. Voto,‘ suguen;, Basario, Tucanan, ‘Gompdoro-de RivadaVia,

i ‘ _

intallactual and3d@m¢cratic eircles hy the assault, in his home,v‘n
" ageinat Dr. ADGUSTO ‘BUNCE, an illustrious éege and writer who

was slck in bed- Btruggling againﬁt ‘hislast illness. - Witheut

reapeeting arguments given by hia wife, the Pelice enterea hia

not lung aurvive thia outraga.

. "The other isr o thcro ghness with which the anti~?ascist
~ leader:of the: Argentins, VICTQRI@ B@?ILLL, «issperdecutesd, -
/3ODOVILLA ie the axpanent; of neticnel ity in the struggle agatnat -
Fasciem. He hes set fortb in a book the historicsl necessity . - =~ -
of grouping the whele eountry‘in its struggle for its. indep',wz_
which is. threatsned by the Axis sgressor, Because he wag an .
ant1~Faacist leader in his country, he has become the butt of
the concentrated hatred of. the partisans and agents of Fasciem.
General RAMIREZ, echoing ‘that-hstred; has sent him to prison .
in Rio Gallego. Physiclans have ‘examined. ceno;;LLA and diagnosed .
a double sciatica, which &t the hmperature of ten degrees below i
~ gerc (centigrade) in that. region; will result in his desth. = - .
This decision against a man who ‘has. placed his'1ife at the service -
of the Argentina can merit. cnly cont ental protest and. repudiation. -
And the protest must be greater, if one. remembers that ‘the krgentina:V
‘ constitution allows prisoners to e between imprisonment #md
x exile, CODOVILLA chose the lnttsr ling himself of this '
a ' . S o eonstitutional
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: and othar political prisonera. But
RAMIREZ, equally insensitive to humen

- 5« §u£fer1dg and’ to. the déﬁocratic principles of the constitution AR

3 d " se ﬁthat the Argentine Zovernors wi #

1.the iselatian in which: they bave placed thelr country. 'As they
. are.pot. willing to do 8o by modifying their internal: and inter- e
‘_national policies, they bellsve that they’have one roed lefte ‘
_bo attein thet mutinies shall veke place in other nations .of -

- the .continent. and i that similsr gavernmants ghall be eatabliahad .
»1n erder to acc” » ‘e~ﬁrgentine ita n&farious palicy; S

into the oonter of oper&tions of the Fifth
18- through those sples ‘that the. ‘nations -
& preeious fnforuation ‘which ‘tine wnd':
‘lateé into ship. einkings. 4nd 1t 18 thraugh
& ”m‘in the irgentine tries towextand

'Mr. HAKEEL Be¢ ﬁ@HTESINQS ave his aﬁherance.

P T
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he pnbliahad notes bronght to usht. For a ‘while they talked
Lo need : ip anversawona in mch' caders 8 or m various

EZnolosure No., 1 to d spateh Rﬁ. /a6 &4
dated September.2//1943, from o
Americen Embassy, Buenos Alres,

Argentina, entitled "Transmitting
ﬁammnndum on the- Politinal 81tuation

.ﬁolmngo of Miﬁ.ara mm ‘Admiral
2 Sterni anaaoemtaxym '

and’ diasust at
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ampgneq. “Th6°Radical: Party Jeaders:had. littla mtemat.““g‘ =

ractian'a atm coum not agree evenionian’ attitm. much 1686 084
£ rea : ‘The'ndeolaration® died aborning; . -Messrs:

Houssay, Cantilo, Labougle and’ 14bretén called on:the:

'Pmaident at the appointed bour, lLabretén was the spokesman end he held
forth on the“hecessity’ for the:President to hold:gonsultations with
oivn.ian }gadgra of mtm and axperims and (m m face: o: tmnas

: Eemhile, -aside from the comedy ot t.ha “leading"eitizaaa" t.hare
were other little dramas being enaocted, General Rawson and a rew of
lziw ‘rienﬁa ya_ra bnay gettmg themelves nora oonmmd than -ever, He

e Apparently, Rawm never: raallxsaid he weuldv.ma&m his: ambage
sadorahip it ms novemmnt did* not breax uth ths A;na"'mmm.
implied’ 1t; though, " adther:
‘fused or mcmi. ttal, 62" both;” but. clearxy mting n ‘balieved-that
i  sense’ o -aut; ;annﬁopnlardasiu ‘called: for:hik to stay hers:and
Pight ‘all  wrengs. ' Soms of his" ‘glose friends havé:all along- Ansisted. he
would not go to Rio; others, that pe muld Kd fcr a briet stay cnly to

-

Teturn’ {n‘answer to-duty's’ o

Bt1)) galning it, as kpelitieal oparam and aa a possibla remay fcr
the lamuta’ble situation now existing. He is getting some following ‘
amons "the  givilian” poliuealalmnts led" by’ those who have oome 60 bee
uevn his friends who tell:them of wontrous changes they. have Wrought
* ‘on’ Rawson's: characm and:attitude,  He is put: rorth L -the man who
would fix:up: the. whole political. aituatien -0XtOrna: by - bx
theiAxis and internany by naming a mixed oabmot that would get right
on the road to comm.ttionanty. -
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’ committixfg thenselves to deﬁnita action, in unizon
with the. Ra.waon group or the Jtmto .8TouD, . e 5

The "only“‘“stmw for: tham to grasp was that of "the oontmﬁd mmx—-
n-ess of tha Britiah Gowrmnt”‘ : : ‘



http:tli"Sf)O"t.a.rJ

e, |

[ T P

{ REPRODUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES;%‘A:," )

DtCLASS ri::D

8 1 ‘ampra m‘ )
ot\ on" with the Univa&'éity' of
for them to m President Rem{rez, suggesting that they
did,




e

- REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE!

o

e g

B R TPy —

/J{ ) ' ‘ 5.;:4'/ . | | - 5 -
yao, it has been made ovident that Police Chief Remiresz plays an %
mpomnsparh m‘heeping thepowet pf real Sommand outnct :Pms!.deat . o

e plo to ooml" Prosident
b, tha mez:cy of Chief of Police
; Pordn, Farrel and Campapy". I want to mxm
that m,y ufom'aiaa Ahat. point was. from a-serious ‘Source; ;Indicaw
283 -Ramfres has.baen saking moves: to
Mroz myzba,.;relateﬁ %0 thair:*—

i
;
;4
i

i

g

; ‘ 11aa}‘ana morganmuon ot t.m Polmm Parties (long
eetaa), the question of the Minister of Fereign Affairs, yet
‘ longth,> The:result:of: tha disoussion
am t, m.. :

VAN I AVE

. And ths direction cr m roreign
(;;,smperatlon”with the Wtqﬂ ﬂaumr

Vacoompanied by rebignations of tho‘ hsada“or mra]. i.uxporham timnoinl
institutes contmns& by _ Y
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%7 Finaliy, ny*GWn'6pinton:4s that:any. attempt: 0. Bay now what the :

fpoliticai developments of the Argentine will be, even in the “{nneditte
- future, cslls for almost pure gness work. No one knows, probably least
of all th@ xenbera ot tha Govmmant thamee}.vos, how. thay are going to

. ‘ f

. 1) -

. Lon

| sor,i,be) that” !’

_ 3y ¥

tmm 13 a largs order that Ramfrez can :111 only if sufficient ;

aupport. is forbhcaming yrroum t.ha military who fear that. they would‘ , .

| ‘ ._,W__Ma) Gem «Intervmor : 1.Fe. |

i v, "+ fired, 'THat’ would logically. /be ; foL1ov ’o; :

.y - © O the'Tioumdn situation ingluding the . ﬂrins‘ 0 -

Lo " Anqufn and the whole nazi (Club del Plata) set-up. !

P : Chief of Police Ramirez would have to go, and probably C
: also uiniater G1lbert. -¥...d%, 1
i (_tj : If fulﬂllmaut of; ‘tho foregoing preliminary requirements 1
) ““‘doe8 not get well under. way in the course of the ensuing week, then ‘)

] 1 ‘belim this first poueibility should ba counted out). , .

i o S

i b) Alé6 indtoated would be the early naming of &n o~ -

5 : _ ceptable, apparently (at least) pro-demooracies Minister , !

A . of Foreign Affsirs end ths promise of a foreign policy . !

i l that would allay the grave fears aroused by Mr. Hull's !

letter. By that I mean cooperation with the United |

'Nations through Enaland &8 the mtemadiary - ] T

i : ' o

: o) The next step would be to further the progress - f

toward a Coalition (Mational Union) Cabinet - a civilian o

_ as Minister of Aaricultum, o or Public worka, :or in- i

Lo o - stanos. . 5

" 2) Ome caning fora t.ruoe vetween the oppoaing ractions B : *

within the Government and its civilian (nazi) infiltrations ‘ !

80 as to make it possible for the Government, asaentxauy as 1t Lot

now stand.a ‘o weather tha storm, o | :

T™his would be done with a view to establiahins complate
" eontrol over the nation's politioal mgchinexy before mawine

feveg}' .
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even an appamt wtum to the constitutieml. political“fcrm
of govarnmnt.

- the demxrt'a enly ‘immediate nltamtiw, as I“ses’ 11-., is
“““"pomble arrangemsnt” 2). In that oase there will enst
raal prohabmt“s of a "movement. of fore

o Beeaml mw.aion bains ‘expected to join fercea) osscnsim in
dntom oth?msidont' Ram{rez who, howeyer, w::uld not then last 1

80 ff the “Jmiata"

_— ‘ , i an@: probah].y higm.y : reaya’xislw are ‘Gensral. "‘Bantoa Rossi and
Emeato Florit.

: the outaide posaibilit{,of ttempted
"mvmnt~ of foree™ by the’ "nazis“ b0 ovorhhrbw”a;, wdemocratized”

" Ram{res ‘Government . 'In that case tho ‘move mentioned above (o8-

tonq:.{bly in 'd.e::enge of Bami.fm;) would be almost a certainty. iy

ISPV SUR S S,

, |
104114
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Since tho date of ‘ TOgO: ngrmamorandum‘certa n indicationsm
. ‘have. appoared nmich may be of related interest. A mons them are the
rollowing ,

- 3). Rawsbn's frienxis eu:e inaiatins, more oyonly . before,
‘ : that he will not serve:.as: Ambagsador to Brazil. There ]
N ' _ evidence of a tenﬁency, still with caution end doubt

. "understanding” between the Rawson faction and the gro

prising xapindola, Pierrestegui Tonazzi- (? ) and aev"

cluding the much mooted break with the Axis, are not ,soon forthm
coming. The time 1limit is supposed, this timg,‘ to h.ave 3

~“tion to the situation. ‘The first two are in conrlict with 1
. There. are good:reasons:for believing that Anaya bhas lately
- out in. Opposition to "naxzi" tendencies. Eis proposed remov
Ministry might be dus to Anti-United Nations pressure and :I,k
related to the Genta, (Litoral) fight. But why, then, put ni
of the Second Division, which is Club No. 3 of those hamg]
Government ‘'s head? The Polioe is Number 1 and the mrst

- N\mber Le

Finally, there is this to be said: Indicationa of diecal I
changas are 80 strong and 80 plentiful that it no longer a, B1
to me, to doubt them. The move may be made with Rawson or out him.
It may or may not leave Ramirez technically in command of 1 0

but there i& little room to doubt that the objective will "
. the nazi ring amd move toward the United Nations and tawar
. 'Constitutionf’

: 1 should be surprisod if "things" were not to hAppen{
" two or three weekse. I should not be surpriaed it they were
happen at any moment . from now on.

Y R TR T e A 5 o S TR S0 8

T F. G
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Buenos Aires, August 5, 1943

Er. Secrétary’of Stete:

COinoiding*with Ambassador Armour's trip to the
United States, I have thought it desirable to place
nyself in direot contact with you, in order to set forth
confidentially to your friendly Governmsnt the situation
of the new Argentine Government established as the result

of the military movenent or June 4, partinularly with ref=-

vfarance to the International pasition of this oountny. I
do 80 with the full approval of the President ef the Eation
:and in the hope that, by this means, his views may also

ba,made ¥nown ‘to President Roosavelt.

The military movement which has just overthrown the

| Governmant of‘Seﬁor Castillo assumed power as an 1nevi£a-
‘Dble canaequenoa of thu ‘atmogphere of corrnpyion that un~-
fortunately had penetrated the political and administra-
“tive life of the country. The unanimous apprqwal with,

“which the renovating work of the new Government is being

follcwéd, 1s ths best justifiocation of the movement. The

- government has eomplete control of‘theAaituaticn, supportod

by all sound Opinioﬁ in the‘eountry'and fully upheld by

the armed forces. ‘ahx thére is one. faotor~whi&h carries

- decisive weight in tha work that it is doing: I refer
| to the 1nternational aituation and to the problems of
* foreign policy’with.which the &epubllo is confronted.

Due to lack of adequate Information, or to other
causes the origin of whioch I do not know, there has been

To the Secretary of State
¥r. Cordell Hull,
WASHINGTON.
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? oreated with respeot to thssitmtion of nmirality of
~ the Argentine Republia an atmosphare whmh is prejudieial
to gaed ralatim with the countries ar Amriea and es-
paeially wlth that gresat friandly natitm (’clm United
' States). Thus the rumor ms spread that General Ramirez, “
the amaft foroes and the men who form this naw Govammant
pmress a marksdly totalitarian meo}.ogy ar, at the 1east
that we look ngan tha Axis pawars with great symsathy.
I can arﬁrm, and I ‘beg that you, Lﬁr. Seorataxy, aecapt
this af’fimtion as the wvord of & man or hrmer, ‘that smh
assumptions are absolutely ralse. " The &rgentina natd on,
- its armed forces ‘and tha’ men,in’ its (}ava,mment base thair
A i aots on the firmest demoeratic fc:aa::f:‘.‘v'tlg{atirsx:ﬁsi. We are nem
of America. . Qur histarie tradition is very clear and it
}will not ha mndified now or in t;ha future by t.he aﬁaption
ef diat.atorial systems of govemnt that are rspugnant
tc our cmsaienﬁes as fraa men, as ‘men who, today aa in |
tha/ past, feel maisaolubly linked with the cther hmabia-
‘tants of this corrbinant of profounély éamecratic origixxs.
The- situation er neutmlity that the fargentlne Repuhl ic
has ‘mad to observe. up to now, ‘has not haen unﬁerstoaﬂ,
}xaoreover, 11; has giwn risa to suspiciaus cements. In
Judging that nentmlity it haa ‘been fargottan, againat |
all the avidame, that Argentine ships are 0pemting ex-
clusively in the servica of the allied nstions a.nd par-
tiaularly of th@ Amarican conntries, extaading by the
dacialan ar this new Govamment, to tha very zone cr
ogaratians proclaimed by Germany. Thare. -hava also ‘been
éfo.rgatten the Argentine deorées'grantm.tﬁe status oﬁ' |
" wnen belligerency" 'exclus;.#eiy to one of the "b'éll‘iger‘ent'
partles, There have likewisﬁe:.befen ﬁisr;fagard.ed:thé prot.é'ats ‘

made 104118
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. made by Germany, Italy and Jepan after the sescrecy of
'thair official commnnisations with their Zmbsssies here
‘was prbgibited,~while the other countries continue to
‘have the free use of their cables, | | | '

It is diffioult to ignore the ocollaboration that |
5tha’&rgantine Republioc is giving ﬁo the;cause of the al- - &%
lied nations, under the conditions of & neutrality which,

:more than tolerant, is of an evident;y'bensVolentﬁoh&rao«
ter. This current of collaboration 1is even more effective

in ths fiald‘of'cur“exports, placed at the almost exclusive
servioa of the Alliéd cause and of the American ceuntrias,

, in 80, doing many times depr&ving our country of articles

' necessary for its own defense. '

The effort that ArgentinaAis‘making ahauld Ss under=
stood. It 1s not fair to forget that this new Govermment
mes sprung from a revolutionary movement vhich was plenned
and carried out in order to overthrow a Government that |

d4id not understand the reality of internal and foreign
policy. But tﬁe change, perticularly with reference to
foreign polley, could not be effected in a violent wmanner
besause our country was not reﬁdy for it. In this conneo-
tion, it should not’be forgotten that the Argentine Repub-
1id has been livinglanﬁ‘is still liv;ng(iﬁvan atmosphere

‘ Qfﬁpaace,jwork and comparative abundance, - that our people
are influenced by the ties of kinship of numerous foreign
solonies, - that there exists fear of the communist danger,
»thé propagation of whish in our countryynas corrupted even
the most genuinely democratic inatitﬁtibns’sueh as Accidn
Argentina end the Junta :d'a la Victoria. It should be re=
.éalled that, on the othsr hand,'tha_ccvernmsnt that was
overthrown maintained its neutrality even during the most

eritical
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oriticel pericd of our relations with the 4Axis countries,
as undonbte&ly was the case with the repeated tcrpadoing
of urgantine ships am the Japanaae attack against Pearl
Harbor.
This‘situétion; ﬁr;gaearatafy‘;cannot be abruptly
chaﬂgadihy arravelutipnary quernmsnt that mﬁsﬁ raaonstrﬁgé
the qouhtry; which is corrupted in‘its ddminisﬁrat;on and
in its edusatiomal and social institutinns. 'Tha_changas
can be broﬁghtAahaut énlyvas rapiﬁly as the interna] situa-
tion may permit. ~The spirit in which.they have been bsgun
in the internatlonal position of tha country is claar and
evident, and deserves to be noted in & rriendly way and
withsut bias by your Govarnmenz. )
Argentina sentimant,veﬁinently American, firnﬂy'op~
posed to totalitarian régimes, is on the side of the United
‘Netions in 1ts material and spiritual action: But you,
¥r. Seoretary, oifizan.ar a ocountry ﬁhét venerates freedon
of coﬁéuiénzs,'wili acknowledge that it is not possidle,.
witheuz proliminary preparation, to rarce the &rganzina
aonscienoe with & view to 1eading it ool&ly and without
; any immedliate motive to the bresking of relations with
3 the Axis. The~war,having reached lts’praaenx stage,'whan
defeat is'inaxorably drawing closer to the cquntries‘or‘ ‘
. the &xis, this unexpested rupture would furthermore put ’
:&rgentina chivalry 50 e hard test. Let it suffida to re-
“oall the judgment whieh Itely mrited when, in a similar
xsituaticn, it took its position against defeated ?rance.‘
| 'I cannot fail to point out to you, kr. Searstany,
‘the concern with which I view future possibilitias ir,
:beoauaa of the persistence in the praaent.laek of cam-
iprehansion,.ﬁrgantinﬁ should continue to be denied the
' materials
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rateriels that it needs in order to increase its produc-
tion and to arm itself in ardér to fulfill, should the
case arise, iis obiigations.for oontinental defense, It
is of particular interest to recall that some time égp
the Argentine Republie.offerea to incréase shipmenia of

fuels and heavy oils to American countries, for whish pur-

%)
A

e
pése it sought from tbe Uhitad States the shipaaﬁt of the h
ﬁAchinery essential in ordér to inorease its productive
capacity. Unfortunately, thus far, this réquést has not

been heedad, na‘recagnition being made of tha:Sacrifice

at which our country is axtending its'aasistanca to friend-
ly countries in order to supply tham so far as possible with
‘the much coveted fuel. Petroleum produstion has decreased
because of the deterioration of ths equipment, and our re-
serves have diminished oonsiéerably. Today, in order to
compénsate'far-this ehartagei we f£ind 1t nesessary to burn
in the boilers or‘our factoriea and plants millions of
quintals of eorn, wheat and linseed. With the ald of the
ﬁﬁitad States, Argentiné could burn itsAown petroleum;
keeping that wealth of grain tc supply the allied nationé

“nd to forn a raserve stook that would maka it possibié to
fesd the Eurvpean paqp;ea threatened with hunger.

f Tné Gévgrnment of General Ramirez Wili spare no effort
to fulrill the obligations contracted. But, as 1 have al-
ready said, it will not be able to do so without e cause
ﬁo juﬁtify’it. To:&ct otherwise would arfor& grounds to
béliéve asction 1s being taken under the prassuie or threat
of foreign agents, and thls would not be tolerated by either
the pecple or the armed rorces of the country.

. I believe that in this long letter I have azplained
to you, lMr. Sesretary, the real situation of the Argentine

Republie

194121
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Republiec with:reSpeat to its sentiments of &eay friend-
~ ehip and solidarity with the Americen countries,’ I do

not doubt that in contemplating the situation from the
high position that the Government cf P*eaident Rooaevalt
occupies in the world, it’will be appreclated that it is

towards a country such. as eurs, which hsas shcwn unmi g-

takably ite feelings of friendship and frank support for

' the countries that are fighting for freedom. I cannot

believe that 1t is desired to aliminate the aaﬁibn of

 Argentine within the concert of American natians,.on the
‘basis that o&r neutgality - whiel i3 only theoretical -
1§1aces us in’an equivocal position with respsot to the
 rest of the countries of this continent. |

I can affirm to you, lkr. hecretary, that the Axis

countries have nsthing to hope for from our chernmsnt _

and that.public opinion 1s daily more unfavoraola to them.

But this evolution would be more rapid anﬁ effective for
the Rmsric&n cause 1f President Roosavélt ahould‘maka a
gesture of gennina rriandship t oward our people; suoh a
gesture mizht be the urgent provision cf airplanes, Spare
parts, armamants and machinery to restora Argantina to the
position of equilibrium to which it 1s entitled with re-
spect to othar'&outh American counzries.

This ganeral and sincere pioture of the &rgantine

. .situation will explain to you, Mr. Seoretgry of State,

the obstacles = up to now insurmountable - enaountaredi
by this Government Iin fulfilling the last part of its
original objectives. On the basis of the loyal under-
stand ing that wg'rediprooally owe to each other, I wish
to
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to rely on the spirit of good will with which we shall
be heasrd, which would be a concrete proaf or the rriend-
L:‘iahlp that this Gavernment is ﬁeaking in its present dif-
ficult initial perio&., korecvar, Ambassador Armour, who |
has panatrated with 1ntelligent end friendly unﬂerﬁtaniing . U
into‘all tha aspeets of our comylioateﬁ internal aituation,
o  and who was the confidanti&l recipient of these thoughts,
| personslly exprease& by Eis Excelleney the President cr
the Nation, will be able tp‘oonvey'taiyou, ¥r. aearetary;A
a more complate personal impreésion,vohtaiﬁe&vdix@ctly
from the present reality of thae life of our aountxy.
1 anm very happy on this occasion to renew ta you,
kr. Secretary, the assuranca of my cordial and friendly '

oonsi&eration.

| | | = (5igned) SEGUNDO R. STCRKNI

104123



T g
i T &‘W v,
R

! L REPRODUGEB AT THE NATIONAL ARCH!VES & n:(

T orcuasseEs
! ‘Au??nwm.izﬁzz
”3 syﬂ_ HARA Dxie ;

e e ‘~>..4~v.¢._.,-a_,~»“

 Kingust 80, 1943

f ny AGarrﬁw. ﬁiuiatnr:

; I have reseived your letter oF Anauac 5, in whiokh

- you were goed snough %¢ inform me regerding the
situastion of the now Argentine Covernseat eatsblished
eo the pesult of the military movement of June &,

~ parsieulsrly with roforeave So the intarsstionsl ponie

- tion of Argentisa. 1 note that your letter has the . .
full approvual ef the Fresident of Argeniins end Y have
boen plesasd to make the views axgraeaaa tkeraka kn@«a
to 9?&:&693& Rueeavoltc ; ; . \

It is profeuaaly a&tchacterr t6 naﬁo yeur statow
~ment that She people of your country feel themselves ine
&isselubly linked with Sho other inbebitante of this
. ocontinent of prefeundly auﬁaarutlc origins. Thls stato-

pent will be moat waleome to the oitizouns ¢f the United
stetes aotively engagod at the seat of trauondous saorie
- .fiees in lives snd meteriasls ia & war for the surtival
o of thé yrlneigloa 80 eloguently desoribed by you, I
~ fee) sure that in the same aspirit it will be wermly
grastoa by the pecplss '0f ull of the cther republics ef
the Hemisphere witioh have taken messuras eossential so
the defense of our sontinent against ¢ menaoe now happily
%eing overecus by the. 3uist utfertt ¢ the rrianﬂa ef
froocden. uvwayuhe&o. o

o ' E&vvvaw 1% 18 wxuh regra@ th@t ag Goversacat snd

. the peeple er the United States heve been forded %o the
sonclunion shat tho undoudbbted sentiments ef the Argenting
people have not been implemented by setion cslled for Uy
the ua&a&%&a&ta fvwaly anteraa into by thelr Covernmant

in ecmmen

His sxesziessy .
inag Aﬁalrn& Qnauaﬁe Sternl,
VACE gtinfjater of ?ﬂ#ﬂiﬁﬁ atsaixa of &r@antann.
o Bucana azroa
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in Wn with the governmente M‘ the o’bhez tmnt:
smerican npuuus.

Your Excellensy 1a, of course, fully t&axnmr wuh
those eonmitments, AS they partieularly affect the
pressnt world senfliot, tw are baussd upom Besolution XV
adopted by the Foreign Ministers of the Anerioan Ropublice
ot Hebana in July of 1940, That Remclution provides that
any attempt on bthe part of & non-Ameriean state against the
integrity or ianvioladility of the. territery, the sover-
elgnty or the politicel independencs of un Ameriosn state
shan bo oonsidered a8 an sot ef aggressicn {inst the
states which signed thls declaretion. %he 6ot of aggression
contemplated in this Deelaration tcok plece on Decenber 7,
1941. In Junuary of 1942 the Fereign Minigteps of the

’ mum Rupublics met at Rio d¢ Janeiro te consider the

ok thay ahould adopt Lo ooumon defenses A
Ramluﬂaa recommonding the break of diplomatio reluations
with Japan, Qersany ond Italy wae adopted. The wording of
that acwlmﬂx was the sudbjsot at, onged discussion and
the text finnlly agreed upon wae fully responaive to the
views expreseed Ly the Ar @gentine GWmmt. p 4 mxoﬂ is
dssxrehu to qwoto tho mnaemum 4in :m: .-

BREAKING OF DIFLCHATIC RELATICHS
I m mwxm B.yubnco reaffira. tm&r

Geolaration to cenasider any ot of Wauwa
on the part of & nop-isericen State mmat

of them as an aot of asion -al) of

then, constituting ss it dees en 1&% o

zgu:@ 16 the um: anﬁ Mopmﬁcau of
QPioh,

°IX The American nwablus rearnm thoh =

omloto sclidority and theiy ‘Qotermination to
te jointly for thoir mutusl protection
the effeots-of the present awnam

m&n» m mum« hnn eimm

=T m mum aomhuu an auwum
mu tha edures’ maumfm by their owa
wnfmi.w with the poaiuan and
aiuwtumn obtal 1-4R each. . 4 the
aﬂntm aoaeiamal wmm. roamna m
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bresking of thelr dlplomstie relaticne wlﬁh
Japun, Cormany and Italy, since tho firete

mmutienna Btate atteoked and the othar two

doolared war aa oen Auerioan country.

uy Finally, the Amerieas Re blzon declare

that, prior t¢ tho roestablis of the

raiatzann roforred %o in the preceding parse

. gvaph, theoy will qonsult among thexwalves in :

ordey that thelir aﬂtiun may have e sdlldery St
ahamaoetr » _

¥ith the nx»apulua of ﬁremn&ln& all @t the ABar- .
1«&& Republies have severod alylemeuie rolations with
Jupan, Goermany and Yta %g end of thege vwaaﬁg~regaaxics
tn&raeeu are at wer wi tho Axle powars. :

. Resolution V, s&eyteﬁ by ths Consultutive &aetins
ef Yoreign ﬁxnistasa et Ric de Jenelro, stipulatod by
unanimous egreament’the immsdiate sdoption of any sddi~
tioanl menpures notessary to out off for the duration of
the prsgont Hemispherio ewergency 8ll ocimersial and
rinenois)l imterecurse, direot or infirsoct, botwesn tho
western Henisphers and the nstions aignazaﬁ %o the
Tri«Partite Paot and tho territories dcmineted bWy them.
The Argentine representstive at the Meeting sdhered to

- th&a Raesolution with ths following raservauioaz

“The &rseatiue Dexagasian raquaste that

it be resorded 1a the minutss, ap well as at
tho end of this draft resolutieon, that the
Argentine Republie egrees with uﬁo novesality

of adopting eocnomio and financisl ecatrol
metisures with regard to all foreign and
_domostio aotivitios of firme or eanteryrises
whioh mey, in one way oy aaother, affoot the
welfare of the repudlios of Amsrica or the
soliderity or defanse of the Ccntinent, It

hes adopted and 1g prepared to adopt fursher -
meepures in thias respoot, in wooordance with
the present resolution, extending tham,
hovovey, to¢ firms or ontorprises managed or :
oaaﬁraxiea by aliens or from foreign be&ligemanﬁ
aaunbriua act in tha Asericen Qontinent.”

" The Atgﬂn&ins

104126


http:tlDAlaol.al
http:cd:aU.OU

T v

.

e

SO 2

REPRODUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHNES

EETOP

e

{ @n‘y-ﬂﬂjj 73-}:22 :

4~ DtCLAQS

‘sfﬂ_ HARA Dziz

. fhe Argentine Governmeat hss feiled te offect the seve
eranse of finsnoial and oommereis) relaticns called for by

‘Resolution V. Moreover, finanoisl transeotiens of direot

benefit to the enemies ¢f the United Bations have been
authorized by &maiua at the argentine cwcrmt.

Resolution xvxx aﬂopﬁ& at Rio provided for a

‘oonserted effort to discover and combat subversive aotive
itdes, It is actoricus that Axis egents in Argentina

have been und are engaging in systesmstio espionsge which

‘has 208t the United Hations ships end lives. Vicious

o] eired at the United Matfions eppears in pablie
cations whioh ore supported by subsidles from Axis

. gourees., These pabdlisstions have benefited By & Governe

ment deorec which enables tham to receive supplics of
aewaprint at fevorable prices through the intevvention of

' the Argentine Bmwry of mzmum..

aawhtm iL adopted at the nin de :mm ams.as ‘
roocunonded that eaoh Ameriesn reputlio adopt the necossary
ond fzmediate msapures $o 0lose all yediotelephone emd
radiotelegraph ccmmunicetions botween tho Amerioan Ropublice
and the aggressor Stetes and all territerios sudsorvient
to them, exoept in se far as officlel) communiontions of
the Americun Governments are ecugernsd. Argenting is the
only one of the twenty-ono American Republics new parmitting
radictelephone and mﬁimolegraph emauaaﬂons with :

~ Japan, Germany and Xtaly.

The above summary of ematn ef the mezumrim

- commitmsnts froely ontered into by Argeatiae, together with

the twenty other Amerisan repubdlics, furafohes a convinoing
oxpression of the resscn why the utwtiaa of poutrality
uhioh Your Exoollenoy states the Argeating Repudlio has
had to observe up Vo aow bhas am baen wwnem. :

b 3 18, of eéﬁraa | @ metger wlely wtthw the oom Mme
of the mmau smmm o judge the degree w oh
Argentine public opinion which you atate is firmly opposed

‘%o totaliterien regimes will eupport a foreign poliey

designod at the very lewst to refuse the assistenco which
Argentine's present positica hse rendersd and is sontinuing
%o render those regimes. lHor c¢en X paes upon tho question

of the nature of the notive whieh you bolleve wo b
necessary ‘to enable. the Argentine Govorament te fulfill

the obligatiens it hes contrected, I must, hewover, axpress
my astonfshment et your stotement Shat for the Arwtm
maa-mm to m: those aﬂmﬂwu would a:rm @auaéa

w mzm
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t0 bolieve that such aeuen was taken Msr ws mam'e or
wrmt of rmtwm Tae oblilgations in question wore
frealy enterod all the American Raxmbx 68, end have
hm oarried m by all maﬁt Apgending,

In camxwaa the M“mim of this mbam ) 4 muvo
1t risting to recall that tho publie and private msmm
pado by the Preasident of the Hation und by Your Excelleney
during she first few weeks of the tenure of office of the
new Argentine Goverszent gove Ry Ooverament positive groeund
for the beliel that momm sentimants of eontinentul solie
darity and of adherence to inter-izerican cczmitments would de ‘

mﬁaw in%o effeetive awiw within & apooifio and bries e
yw . . . p

- 16 18 uo doubt W a2 indleated by Your %mnm: that
she gmww of Argentine agrioulvure and aining have bhoeen of
the swmant valus to the causo of the United Hations, Thope

oduots, howsver, have found nurkets st equitedle prives fn

the dotermination’ of whleh the Unitved Ryticuns have ccnsise

quw.wmmerwa ‘faot that thoy ure,
thanks to ths effiosienoy of thelr militery and navel apmuma,,
the only major markets open €6 Argentisza, A glende &

Avgentine oconeaio statictios will shew m# Argent M'a
eooncuio transsoticas with the United Rutiens have been hwnxy
Ww ﬁ Mm'ma ‘k:io wa::ﬁa:? iy hiﬂf

oRs may hove
rosulted in the weorirics cf materials esssntie) to the do-
fenne of Armum a8 mﬁlm in Your Excellency's letter.
In this sonnection be noted that nsithor the
prosant mtmémm m 8 piredecessor hes at say
tine oﬂdmoa s 8ispositien to strengthen the poourity of
Argentina by having Avgenting military and navel forees Sako
MkwM&MWWWm&WW@m.

with respeot to Your Zxoellenay's statement o the
effeot that irgenting is being denled materiale which sho
roquires to inorense her production of somnudities essential
to the United Hations, you &re, of course, mwurs that the
conditions of tho war have imposed upon tho United States
and the othay United Hations the noedeusity for & very
oareful allocation cf avellable m&eﬂah of &« aritiocel and
strateglo nature in mﬁr thet these meterials may be used
- S0 the bost adventage in furthorunge of tho war effers.
. Hotwithstending those eﬂrowm Argentine easential
eivilien requirensnts, particuleriy mac related to publie
- health and the maintenunce of aams.al aawtcm. have
ueoim folr troatment., -

with -
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With regard to the petroleum negotiations, it may be
pointed out that Argentina, thanks to its natural resourcss,
the production of which has increased during the war period,
and to its ability to import, has enjoyed during the past
year and a half far greater oil supplies for the consump-
tion of its civilien populetion than have the neighboring
republics. Those republics have received extremely limited
supplies made possible through cooperative action inwhich

the Govermment of the United States and of the producing s

republics other than Argentina have participated. Consider-
able hardship and sacrifice has resulted owing to the.

- serious shortage of ocean-going tankers. Thus, while the

Argentine people were enjoying gasoline supplies aquivalent

' to about seventy per cent of their normal ecivilian require-

ments, the peoples of Uruguay, Brazil, Paraguay, Chile and,
in general other republics were reaeiving only approximately
forty per cent of normal civilian requirements. Argentine -

~agssistance would have been of great value during this very

difficult period.

| The negotiations to which your letter refers have

:beén concerned with the provision of materials and supplies

to enable the. future production of the Argentine oil fields
to be maintelned and even to be increased, The lack of '
these materisls has not in any way affected the ability .of.
Argentina to cooperate with the neighboring-republics
during the past eighteen months if Argentina had desired ‘
to cooperate.»

With regard to the matter of arms and munitions, your
letter states that the evolution of Argentine public opinion-
would be more rapid and effective in favgr of the American

‘countries if President Roosevelt were to make an open and

friendly gesture toward the Argentine people such as would
be the immediate supply of airplanes, replacement parts,

- armements and machinery, in order to restore Argentina to

the position of equilibrium which corresponds to her with
respect. to other South American countries. In reply, I
must point out emphatically that questions of military and
naval equilibrium as between American republics are surely
inconsistent with the inter-American doetrine of the peace-~
ful settlement of Ilnternational disputes tec which se many
practical contributions have been made by Argentine
statesmen. 'In fact, one of the most specific expressions

. of that doectrine, known as the Treaty of Non-Aggression and

Conciliation, was the work of a distinguished Argentine
| Minister -
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Hinlister for Muisn Affalze. To furaish simo ond

‘sunitions for the purpose indloated by Yeur mm»ay

would appesr to this Qoverament to be clearly "ingons
sintent with the juridieal sad meorel foundstions upen

which exiasting m“-mﬂm m»r»wms m mw

wents W‘ m“o
I nust ulw rooall tm& is :ma haaa mnmuy

4inoluding the militery and mval. nrﬁccn who via&tsﬁ
Washington more than & year 8go, thot the supply of
armo and muniticas by %ka Mtaé states $0 the other
American republics is exolusively for the purpose ef
ccntributing to the defense of tho Houisphere against
pessitle aggression. In the determination of the oche-
trituticn wiiloh the Government of the United Staten ,
oould ke to the prepurutions for defonne of the othor
ninetean smeriosn Republiocs smm jolntly deteruined
upoa: theo heed for such dofehive, tho Government ¢f the
United fitetes hes boen gulded eu&aﬂvﬂy by considere
ations of hesispheric sscurity. Iinee Aygentins, both
by ito words end its aotions, hes indfcated a.lmly
that She Argentine armad meaa will not undar vroaent
conditions be used in & menner designoed M tmurd

the cause of the sgourity of the Hew Wey

thereby, the vitel war interests of thoe tmim Svaven,
it would be imposaidle for the President of the United
Btatep vo enter into an agreement o furnish ocrme and
ueniticno to, Armum undor tao w-m» Aot

: b ¢ &aw writton Your Exuumey zn mn detell auinee
1 am gure from She frank amd. friendly terms in which your
lotter to me i# couchod, thet you would desire an nquuy
frank and frienily wcazua;ct the views of this
Govermzent. I feel that I should be lacking in such
frankness, however, were I t¢ lesve you under the
inpression that Sho Govesnuont and tho people of the :
United States have not viewed with doep reyret the course
followed By the Argeatine. Government in 2o £8r us ooneeras
Bezmispherio defense aiau the Geaturmea of Forelgn Hinlsters
in Rio de Jeneiro. I aa in ensire agreement with your
statomont that defeut is inexorably - ¢loger %o the
eccuntries of the Axis. In reocognitios er mws tagt the
United Hations and those assooiated with them ars devoting
thoir attontion in a wide varlety of practical aud cons-
tructive | to the problems ¢f posteway orpganization,

Thue the fa xam nr ‘the Avmuno Govermusat to oomply

with
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with its 1ntor-Amerioan oommitments haa not only rasulted
in the non-participation of Argentina in the defense of

the continent in e moat oritiocal periocd, it is/also” ‘
depriving Argentina of partioipation in the studies, dis-
cussions, meetings and arrangements dosigned to solve ;

the poat-war probloma mentionod above,

T em pleased to take this opportunity of extending e

to Your Exocellency ﬁhe renewed asauranesa or my ‘high
oonsideration. ' : ‘ A )
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READIRG GF TELEGRAM SENT TO TEK DEPABT&EKT
Sent January 20, 6 p.m., 1943

BROWN
 SECSTATE
| msmm'rcn. .

T

‘,151. Jenuary SO. sAgdg ' : ~ :";5«f;;;?fs~“ a7

' Raferenca&mbassy's en elair telegram 106 af January
o This Embassy has rseaived ia conridenee fram.the
British a copy af the Foreign Einister 8 reply to the

Britiah Embassy note regarding looting in occupied

oot

R evcaamns

territory. The pertinent paragraph of Hr. Rniz ‘V
Guifiazu's note reads in translation as felluws- '
"In taking note of this aeolaration the Apy-

gentine Government cansiders that, when the mament :

| fer & dssisian arrives, it will then be tha time fcr

~an application 1n a gimilar sense of the rulas that
inspire the golitical and Juridical tradﬁ&anor the
VRepublic, within the guaranteea and. yracaduras pra»
vvideé for in the institutional ragime of the eauntry7<
for. the protection of law and llberty 1n its own |
territory. | |
gepy by airmail.
ARNOUR

: EPM :
ENCDBED: CCwW-MPH

Originel and three copiea typea: im
GCopy to Ambassador =
Copy to chronolagioal 311@
: copy to Files :
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THE-SECRETARY OF BTATE
WABHINGTON, I, C. .
=

- DEPARTMENT OF STATE 7< |
: WASHINGTON

August 30.

| 943
AIR MAIL | 4
| ., At
CONFIDENTIAL

To the Officer in Charge of the American Mission,

Buenos Alres. S §3C>C>a<

. The Secretary of State transmits herewith a
letter dated August 30, 1943 addressed to Admiral

Storni, Minister of Forelgn Affairs of Argentina.
NPt ) :

A copy is enclosed for the files of the Embassy,.

The Officer iﬁ Charge of the American Hiéaion
18 requested to deliver this letter to Admiral |
Stopni and to notify the Departmént as soon as he:v~
ﬁa; delivered the léﬁfer. ‘Fufther 1nstfuc%1ons‘are

| being telegréphed.

Enclosure:

As stated above,

104133
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nment lssued on January I
‘property in enﬂm%rooeupieﬁ territory, I have the honor to

‘compliance with the circular telegram under reference I
discussed the matter with the Under Secretary of Foreign
Afrfairs, the Foreign Minister being absent (my telegream

A true copy of
the aigped origi-

nal.
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Buanos Alres, Argentina, January 20, 1943.

STATEMERT ﬁITE REG%HB TO

The Honorable . Y
The Seeretary or State,

Washingtnn.

'Six:

wWith rérerence to the Depertment®s olreular teiegram'

of January 4, 6 D.n. rding the United Rautions' state-~ ~
nuar %?th concerning the looting of “\\\5Ei

report that the British Imbassy handed the Argentine Foreign .
Orfice the text of the statement on January f£ifth., In

73

yay

-

PE
£

No. 42 of Jeanuary 7, 5 p.m.). On that occasion Dr. Gacha,
to illustrate his Governuent's position in this respect,
referred to the Argentine Goverment's action of Xay 10,
1940, deoreeing that the Forelgn Office not legalize
documents Issued abrmoad regarding the trensfer of ownere
8hip of vessels of foreign nationality without previous
certification by the diplomatie representative of the
country under the flag of which the ship sails (Embaasy'a
ﬁespatoh No. 682 of May 17, 1940). »

: The Foreign Office on Jannary rifteenzh handa& the
British Chargé d'Affaires a note (Embassy's telegrmms Nos.
106 of January 15 and 151 of January 20, 8 p.m.) expressing
its adherence to the principles set fo in the United
Nations!'! note. The contents of the Argenxine note, & copy
of which, obtained from the British Imbassy, is enclosed
harawith, have not been made fgglic locally, the Under
Seeretary of Foreign Affairs ‘the press that ouil
gr caﬁrteay to the British chernmcnt this would not be

one nera,

Raspactfu;ly youra,

Bbxman Armour

Encloaura
No. 1. Goyy of nota fram the .
gentine Minlster of i
Ebrei - Affairs dated , e
Jannnry 15. 1945.‘ ‘ B

File Rb. ?11/600

EPE: oee

To Department in original and hectogreph . 104134
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. Enclosure Ko. 1 to Despateh

. Bo. 8271 from Amrim Embagsy
at Buenos Alres on ntine

. Position on the Uni Entians'
Statement with Regard to Looting

' of Property in Enemy-Occupled
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{copY) " |

KINISTERIO DB
RELACTORES EXTERIORES Y CULTO
DeAJP, (G) |

Buenos Alres, enero 15 de 1943

Sefior Encargado do Regoolos:

 Tengo o) agrado de diri m a V.S. acusand \
8u nota No. 1, de 4 dsl corriente, por la que, ﬁe acuerdo
oon mtmecz.ama recibidas de sn Goblerno, se sirve camu-
- niear a esta Can¢illeria el texto de la Declaraci&n conjunte
de los Gobilernos alisdos relativa a la situacién de¢ bienes

de los territorias mpaaos o controledos por el enemigo.

- En esa deelamam 1as paciones en guerra con las
potencias del Bje, sl prommnciarse sobre los actos do des- -
pojo de bienes particulsres cometidos en los pafses ocupados,
manifiestan el pmpdalto de restablecer oportunamente los
derechos afectados, desconooiendo mda acto ileaitim de
desposesidn,

Al tomar-note de ess aeclamcié ol Goblerno anuno
considera que, cuanio courra el mmnio de un mm amiwbo
corresponders por su parte la aplicacidn en el mismo semtido -
de las normas que inspiran la politiece y la mze&;&n: \uriﬁ:t»
~ oa de la Ropiblica, dentro de las tias edimientos
- previstos por el I mﬂmmm del pais para el
amparo del derecho y de 1a libertad en su proplo territorio.

Saludo & V.8, m n}; nés 'am&insu’ma consideraeidn,

{M{rmado): B, RUIZ mm ‘

A 8.3, el seilor Encargado de Negooios de Gran Bretafia,
. D Rfo_sﬂl. Hadow '
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Buenos Aires, Argentina, April 22, 1948
Central Information Office
(C.I.0.) Report

No. 9884 -

SUBJECT: TR&NSMITTiNG INFORMATION REGARDING NUMBER
‘ - OF MEMBERS OF CREW OF ADMIRAL GRA¥ SPER
' WHO HAVE ESCAPED FROM AR GFJTINA

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

s

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington
Sir: Lt
With reference to the Embassy's despatch : :i
no. 7253 of November 6, 1942, I have the honor to STy
enclose herewith official statistles regarding the éQ/

number of members of the c¢rew of the Admirsgl Graf -

Spee who have sscaped from internment in Argentina,
his information was given to me in confidence by
- the Minlster of the Interior.

" Respectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

‘Hugh Millard
?irst Secretary of Emhassy

Enclosure
1. List

\ File No, 711

éﬁkgwﬁépae

- VRS
FOT——————— Ll £}

52 Bofrue QUPY
! Eloe bigﬁe;ﬂ (e
ngax
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730, 1943

ilson,
1/ an Ambagsador,
Panama, Panama

Sir:

a2

_ The Embassy is in receipt of a letter from
the Embassy at Montevideo enclosing a copy of an
inguiry from your office regerding Arthur Helmerson,
Oscer Anderson and Perth Serger. Our file on local

Gref Spee internees, which is believed to be complete,

does not contain the names of any of the above. The
general files of the Embassy also contain no informa-
yiqn regarding the subjects,

‘Respectfully yours,
For the Ambsasssador:

Hugh Millard, .
First Secretary of Embassy

File No. 711
bPh me

A true copy Ofa
the signed ori-d

s R A T T BT SRR S
me.-u S
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Enclosure to Despatoh Kb;'8342‘of January 25,

1943 '

Amerioan Embassy, Buenos Aires, Argantina,

January 21, 19&3.

- Strictly Confidentlal

SMUCGLING OF :a'rwr_f.«.axc mmrzmw oUT OF

Report Ro. 1
Prepared by William P. Jahn

Note: ﬁ”?erence Is mede to Department's secret Gables
1624, Cotober 27, 7 p.m., and 1840, November 28, 10 p.m.,

- transmitting 8 request of the Board of Economioc Warfare
for reports on this subjsect,

1. This first report is based on information available
in the various flles of the Embasasy and on such additional
information as the writer has been able to gather since -
his assignment in the matter. Subsequent reports will be
prepared and forwarded as investigations proceed.

2. From reports received by the Embassy it is indicated
that smuggling of strategic materials out of Argentina
and/or attempts to do s0 has in the past inocluded Platinum
- from o0ld Jewelry and from orude platinum smuggled out of
Colombia and into Argentina ~; Industrial Dismonds - :
smuggled out of Brezil and into Argentine -; and Chemical
and Mediocinal produects., There have been rumors that Tung-
sten Concentrates have been samuggled out of the country,
but those rumors have been in no way substantiated,

3, Platinum, considered to be of first importance, is
covered in this report. 3ubseguent reports will cover the
other strateglic materials mentioned, and will include dev-
elopments in those reported on previously. ‘

PLATINUM
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4, Attached hereto as appendicis A=l to ﬁ~13 and form- .
ing part of this report, are coples of reports, letters,
and memoranda from Embassy files whioch ocontein musch of the
information avalladble to date. Additional information
gathered by the writer is mentioned in the body of the
’ report- )

5. That platinum has been amnggled out of ﬁrgantina

‘during the past year on Spanish and/or Portuguese vessels

é: the firm conviction of tais Eﬁhaaay and of the British S
_ bassy. . A

6. In Embaesy's cable No. 1517 of August 5, 1942, it
was stated, "Many unconf irmed rumors have been received
" to the effect that industrial diamonds, platinum, eto.,
are ocarried on these vessels"™ (Spanish and/or Portuguese).
To date, January 21, 1943, no rumor or report has been
fully confirmed or substantiated, but the evidence has
been considered convinoing enough to justify placing sev-
eral scrap-praeious-metal dealers on the Proclaimed List.

7. The Proclaimed List sectlon of the Zmbassy advises
that the following firms and individuals were placed on
the Prooclaimed List for having engaged, in the opinion of
that section, in traffic in platinum destined for enamy
countries: S

Guillermo Tronblno, Esmeralda 491, Buenos Aires
- Renzo Gavatelll, Rio Bamba 905, Buenos Aires
Luis Barbero, Sulpacha 242, Buenos Alrss
Celestino Ghiringhelli, General Marmoles y Pledras de
Itelias, S.A., Brazil 71, Buenos Airas
Franoisco lalagamba, Cangallo 315, Buenos Aires
Alberto Triay, Suipacha 535, Buenos Alres

and states that the rdllowing firma and individuals are
under snapioian for the same reason:

Henri Adler, Av. R. 3. Peila 943, Buenos Airas '
Gregorio (Gerschon) Tumarkin, Pueyrredon 374, Buenos Airea

8. Bearing out the convietion sxpressed 1n,paragzaph 5.
is the rollowing statement received by the writer from the
Military Attaoché's office:

*1 hear th&t it is a deflnlte fact that
there were 110 1bs. (50 kilos) of plat-
inum aboard "KONTE GORBXEA" when she sank
in Septembdber.”

'This 8panisn vessel, on the trip on which she sank, aalled
from Buenos Aires on Acgust 26, 1942,

9. Results of the British Embassy's investigations are
summed up in two communications received by the writer on
“Dacambar 28, which read as follows: ; .
*British Embassy,
Buenos Aires,
Dacember 28, 1942.

"Dear Hr. Jahn:
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"I enclose a short memorandum on Plati-
num and Dieamonds, whioh will, I em afraid,
be of 1little use to you. Our investigation,
unfortunately, never led to any very con-
clusive results. You will no doubt, be able

" to deal with the matter more thoroughly and
‘ gincpe you may unearth mueh usaful informa-
on. . :

Yours sincerely,‘

; ) ' . ’ ~3tanloY‘¢utta" T

8 _

. Extract of memo referred to in Mr. Cutts' letter:

"Platinum apd Iridium

*"The treffic in these procious metals
has been watohed with oconcern by this Embassy
for the past two years, but it hes been
found exceedingly 4ifficult to do anything
practical with a view to putting & stop to
it although some of our activities may have
acted as a slight deterrant to the less
doetermined. We have, at no time, had any
authority to buy on the loocal market oo a
preemptive basis, and our activities have

~ largely been of & purcly informative nature
-and with a view to checking up on smuggling.

"%hile the Condor Latl service was run-
ning in 1941 consideradble guantities of
platinum were shipped to Montecatini in
¥ilan by Ghiringhelll, Pesci and others.

‘We had knowledge of all these shipments,
which were duly reported, but no effective
method could, at that tlme, be evolved to
.prevent these undesirable exports.,

- "When the Cordor Latl service was
stopped other means had to bde found for
the export of this precious metal, and
quite certainly smuggling by Spanish and
Portuguese ships was resorted to, and we
spent much time and energy trying to trace
this traffic, but with very meagre re-
sults. Not all the platinum smuggled
goes to the epemy sinoce the neutrals are
alsc in need of it for many purposes and

) : have the greatest difflcnlty in cbtaining
' . supplies.

"Aamongst others, the following ships
have been suspeocted as having on doard
officers or men, or both, who were acting
as intermediaries in this traffio:

88. SERPA PINTO - Portuguese; Cia. Colon-
ial de Navegacao.

ss. CUYOBA - Braezilian; Lloyd
Brazileiro.

88, CABC DE BUENA

STERANZA
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s8. GABO DE BUEHA ﬂaPﬁRAHZA - Spanish.
o Ibarre & Cia.
88. ALﬁ&REEm - Spanish; J, de Naves Ksouder
88, NYAS3A « Portuguese; Cla. Naoional
de Havegaceo.

“Considerable evidence pointed to the
probability that the "Cabo de Buena Espe-
renza® sailing from here on 27th July,

- 1942, was oarrying lerge parcels of plati-
num ostimated to amount to a total of 60
~ kilos. A most thorough search of the ship
was made at Trinidad with completely nega-
- tive results.

"It‘vould‘Seam~to be necessary,to
watoh very ocarefully the platinum market
here in Buenos Alires and find out exactly
who is buylng, but we have never had a
sufficiently trained or numerous enough
ataff to undertake this eamplieated in-
vestigatien.ﬂ

. “Gartain 1nformation 1nﬂioatad that
large purohases of old jewelry containing
platinum were belng made, the platinum
content being melted down into ingots.”

.,.;.{.; {rararaﬂeo to diamonds)....
| Stanlay Gutta

10. As expressod abova 1n peregraphs 5, 6, and 7, the re-
sults of investigetions carried on by various sections of
the Ameriocan Embassy, and also by the British Embassy, in
‘Buenos Alres, led to the firm conviotion that smuggling
of platinum out of Argentina, for the most part destined
for enemy countries, has bdeen going on during the past
two years and in consequence the firms and individuals
mentioned in paragraph 7, were placed on the Proclaimed
List, This firm conviotion is in no way weakened by the -
fact that in no instance has definmite proof been obtained
even by the British in their search of ships - exemplified
by the l5-day searoh of the "CABO DE BUENA ESPERANZA" in
Trinidad mentioned in paragraph 9.

1l. Neither does the fact that Argentine customs or other
inspectors heve made no selzure of platinum being taken
aboard Spanish and/or Portuguese vessels by officers and/or
. orew members of the vessels or by passengers (as far as the
Ameriocan and British Embassies are awarn? weaken the con-
viotion that platinum has been smuggled out of Argentina
on these vessels in the paat. and that attampts to do so
will oontinna.

12, It is very probabla, a8 atatad 1n the mﬁaarandum fram‘&
the British Embassy uander paragraph 9, that the British
aotivities have aoted 'as a slight deterrant to the less
determined smugglers'. It 18 also probable that receat
inoreased vigilance on the part of the Argentine Custom
service has tended to reduce this samuggling. The Naval
 Attaché's office of thie Embassy reperts that sinoe plati-
num smuggling activities were brought to the attention of
the custom service, the force of inspeotors and guards,
detailed to watech for possibilities of this activity, nas

bee, -
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, been eonsiderably 1ncraased and th&t as many as 20 guards
. ' are now serving at the gates and/or at the ships. As these
. inapectors receive a percentage of fines colleoted, it is
“thought that they have been more than ordinarily vigllant.
{On January 13, 1943, newspapers carried the report that
‘the vigllance of these Argentine custom guards lead to the
: seizure of a lot of 1,678 contraband diamonds. No state-
1 ment was made as to-waather the dlamonds were being brought
- - in or were being smuggled out of the ocountry. Developments -
in thiﬁ case will be oovared in tne industrial diamond
"report).

13. That no derinite proof has been ubtained indicatas
that the smuggling 18 in clever hands and positive proef,
if wanted, would require work "inside" of the c¢rews unless
by chance the Argentine 1nspector3 catch an aetual .casea,

i, . 1lke A8 to - the amount of platinum smuggled out of Argen-

‘ tina to enemy countries during 1542, figures given by
members of the scrap-precious-metal trade vary greatly
and muat be ocnsidered purely guesses. It is probable
that 50 kilos of platinum was collected from old jewelry
and smuggled out during the year 1942 - there {s e possi-
bility that the amount reached 100 kilos. Probably 50

: to 100 kilos were collectsd and saipped out of ths country

, during the latter helf of 1941, after start of German. :

- Russian nsostilities in June and before discontinuance of
the Lati«condor air service to Italy in December.

_ 15, These &mounts, togetner with that purchased and
«  consumed by legitimate industries, must have taken most
of the old Jewelry platinum off the market, Thls thought
is supported by statements of legitimate industrial users
. who olaim that praoctioally no platinum is now available.
The smell sizes of offerings whien the sorap-precious-
metal trade now reports, as oompared with the larger
~ quantities mentioned by them six months ago, is also an
1ndloation af exﬁaustion of this supply.

> '-16. The following official platinum import figurss for

- the period January 1938 to November 1942, inclusive, show

’ the normal Argentine requirements - examplified by the :
imports during 1938 and 1939 - and also show the compara- -
‘tively very small imports during 1¢Al and 19&2

? From B | 1 Qgg(aan—ﬁov )
, S (&11 quantiti s%l Jkilogr ama) -
Franse  31.840. 17.916 =~ . e o«
Germany . 2,986 3. 981 - -" -
Netherlands - 2,986 D -y

Unlted Kinsdom 99.531 139 343 N 10, 000 .030

United 3tates 226,931 104,508 253 000 39,000 20 568

Colombia o 60
Totals . 3528, F05.758 253.53 '§T63§ 8(x)

-{x) 28, 988‘k110£ of this waa-importﬁﬁ January to 3uhe, i9h2;

17. . The rollawiug chronologiaal table of reclaimad ‘

‘platinum prices during the years 194l and 1942, obtained

from the legitimate users of platinum, menticned in the

.~ - - report of the raquirements section of the Embassy, tor-
.. . warded under hmbaasy s despatoh No. 1225, May 15, 1942,
. aouplad with the outetanding svents whioh aeffeoted the

realaimed
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raclaimed platinum pricas during those two years, would
~indicate 1) That prices ranging betwsen l4 and 16 pesos
‘Argentine per gram during the perlod September 1941 to
‘July 1942 were being maintained by purchases for smuggling
and for legitimate uses in industry, after Russian and
'Colomblan sources were out off and United States and United
Kingdom exports to Argentina restricted in 1941 %o 13%
and in 1942 to 8% of the country's 1938 imports; 3) That
starting with August 1942 purchasers for enemy destinatlan
‘were inoreasing thelr prices in attempts to drain more
-platinum out of Argentina - in response to an increasing
-and oritical demand for platinum by enemy ocountries - and
- rapidly pushed prices up to $27.00 peso figure in December, "
1942 - and that offers to the United States were in keep-
- ing with these iporeasing prices. {(Legitimate users of
platinoum, acoording to their statements, had practiecally
~withdrewn from the market because these high prices made
its use unprofitable to them) or 4) that several members
of the sorap-metal-trade started to increase prices in
‘August, when they seriously started to offer to the United
States, asand that they continued to increase prices while
selling to United States purchasers during Octoder,
~ Kovember, Deoember, at the prices shown below:

| Prioe per gram ‘ B
1941 in Argentine pesos Events which effected price

Maroh 5,60
June 12,00 ‘ Start of German-Russian hostilities.
August : ‘ U.S5.-Colombian exclusive purchase
agreement reached and in seffect -
, » though not yet signed.
' September 14.20
- November 16,00
December S Lati-Condor air service ﬁxgantina
5 to Italy 4iscontinued.
Pa Total Argentina imports anring
" 1941 only 49, @@0 kilos.

1942

January 16.00 )

" February © 14.00 )

- March : 13.50 ) 20.418 kiloa 1mportod from ‘the
April -~ 1hkJOO ) United States and 8,560 kilos
Yay 14.00 ) imported from Golambia.

June 14.00 ) ' '

July 15.00 ~ S8panish ss, CABO DE BUEKA
. - . ESPERANZA sailed - reported to 6
have carried considerable plati- 4
num - was gearched for 15 days 5
by British in Trinldad with =]
' "completely negative results”,
August 18.00 Borap-precicus-metal traders o
. started offering platinum for i
U.8., purchase early in August
and the matter was referred to
Metals Reserve, Washington,
hngust 13.

Spanish

|
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Spenish as. E@ﬁ?ﬁ GOBBEA sailed,
reported to have carried 50
kilos platinnn - sank on tnis

o - ; “trip.

- September 20,00 o

.. Dotober - 23,00 Platinum parchaaad tor . s ~at 22.00 pesot
Rovember A 26.50 w % 26,85 ®

. December - 27.00 ? Cowo o w ag] 50 "

Imports during periaﬂ July
Eoveaber only 170 grams.

18.. Beperta and rumors of platinnm buying by officers,
' orew membera, and/or passengers of Spanish and/or Portu-
,guese vessels have been brought to the HLmbassy with 1t~
ereasing frequency sinoe iugust, 1942, principally by
‘pasople in the sorap-precious-metal trade, and most fre-
‘quently by one party who has since sold to United States
‘agencies (mentioned in paragraph 20 as the principal in-
formant). Thess pecple - during the same visit - almost
1nvar1abiy offered to obtain or purohase platinum for
‘resale to the American Government and ‘thereby prevent its
getting into enemy hands, This, they stated, could be
;done to best advantege if they are givem & firm offer
with a firm maximum price and are not sxpected to deliver
.quantities above two kilos, and if sales could be ciosed
within 36 hours on Buenos Aires asseys, as they arse unable
“to finance ascumulations of larger lots and hold same
pending negotiations. They add that to get available
‘platinum off the market and keep it from getting into
‘hands of traders who resell to the crews or tha vesselsa
1t must be dought when offered,

19. The exhaustion of old. jewolry ylatinum will ‘lead,
‘it §8 thought, to increased smuggling of crude platinum
out of Colombia and into Argentine, and especially if
. 8n Argentine market at ths high prices of $22.00 to 27.00
pesos Argentine per gram is maintained by smugglers, legi-
timata users of ‘platinum, or by United States purcaasea.

720, ?ha 'principal informant' of raports and rumors -
eouplad with the suggestions mentioned in paragraph 18 -
recently informed the imbassy (Embassy's ecable No. 2547,
December 14, 1942, 6 p.m.), "that small quantities of
platinum intended for the Axis are now heing purchased
in Colombia through Argentine channels and that he can
personally chase five kilos now on hand (presumably
in Colombla) and arrange for the purchase of two kilos
monthly thereafter (presumably alsc in Colombia) if pay-
ment 18 arranged against delivery to the American Embassy
at Bogotéd or designee - the price to be about 18 pesos
Argentine, including the informant's travelling expenses
to Colombis as his presence in Colombia would be necessary™.
Eis proposal was not accepted - as per Department’s tele-
gram 2016 Desember 24, 1942, 10 p.m. - and his hope to
engage in smugzling platinum out of Colombia with his
suggested connivanoce of the Ameriocan anthorities. aia
not materialize.

2. During tno past two months, thia sane 1nfarmant
has been finanoing and equipping a small high grade plat1~
num-gold mine in the provinca of La Riojn. Argeatina. 1n

| whigh .
| 104144
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which he purchased an interest from an American prospector,
rxagns H, Hundley. The informant personally visited and
inspected the property during October 1942, After his
visit to the mine he advissed the Embassy of his intention
to exploit the mine and requested assistance of the writer
in locating a chemist to aid him in refining crude platinunm,

22, This inforwmant undoudtedly also hépes to sell the
platinum production of this Argentine mine to Unitad States -
agencies, .

23, Conoclusions. Digest of the information available -
to date leads to the conclusion that several factors other
than United States purchases, are reducing smuggling of
platinum to enemy countries., Among these factors are the
recent British searches of ships, the exceptional oclose
.watea of Argentine authorities, and the probable exhaus-
tion of old-Jjewelry platinum available at prices below
20,00 pesos Argentine per gram. IHighsr prices would prob-
ably eontinue to dring small lots on to tha ‘market,

It is thought that smuggling is now mora.or less

‘limited to efforts of clever organizations and, in con-

- seguencte, Knowledge of aotual transactions will only be
obtainable after an inaide sontact i1s made.,

It 1s suggested that United Stetes purehasaa be
‘continued - but only of such lots as the purchaser has
'good reason to believe would otherwiss fall into hands of
‘a smuggling organization. _ ’

The buying of all lots offered is not susgestad as
that would deprive legltimate industry of its only plati-

num supply, and oould ip turn lead toc a delicate inter-
national sitnation.

William F. Jahn
* Technical Adviser on HMinerals

CHWFd :mg v
Flle 820/124.31 | |
Originsl and hectograph to Department.
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- EMBASSY OF THI UNITED oT&TﬁS
| BUSNOS ATRES -

.- ) | o 0 Buanes aires. ﬁrgentina,
' Ho. 7205 o Kbvamber Ly 1942,

Subjeot: R&GQ&EEN&&TION THAT &aBLRTG TRIAY, SUIPACHA
: ~ 535, BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA, By IRCLUDED
IR'?EE PROCLATMED LIST OF GERT&EN BLOCKED
EATIQH&LE' - .

Gonrigantia;

Tne Honorable
- The Sesretary ot Jtnte.
Wasningtun. ' :

sir:

I have the honor to report that the Embassy has just
conoluded an investigation of the activities of Alberto
Triaz, Suipacha 535, Buenos Alres, &rgentina.

’ Tha subject had fer some time bsan suspeoteﬁ by the
, Embassy of belng engsged in the purshase of platinum on
- behalf of Axis countries. He was furthier bellsved to have
_ arranged for clandestine shipments of platinum which he
- had obtalned locally. Subsequent investigation revealed
that Triay was pro-Faseist in sentiment and that his oper-
- ations in the platlinum market nad definitely lnoreased
considerably. Finally, the Embszasy learned, from & re-
liable source, that Triay had purchased six kilos of plat-
- inum at extremely high prices, which could only be justi-
" fled if suoh platinum were shiipped to &urape.

It may be mentioned that Triay hes a police record
and '1s eurrently being prosecuted for having engaged in
the purchase of stolen Jjewelry. The foregoing informe-
tion tends to oconfirm that the subject has been operating

~aoctively on behalf of enemy nationals and the Embassy
recommends thet he be included in the Proclaimed List of
Certain Blocked Nationals. The British Emdbaasy and
Canedisn Legation cononr in this raucmmenﬂation.

fReapectrnlly yeura,

~ For the Amhasaador,

Merwin L. Bohan
' Commereisl Attaché

HAW:mkz
File ?11.3
Original and hoctagraph to the Departmant
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o . EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES -
« BURNOS AIRES B
; 3?116.711.3 : ‘ Bnenoa Alres, Argentina,

HAW:ek - o o October 23, 1942,
| Baar'ﬂr.’sforey* I

. This refers to your letter of September 8, 1942, and
Mr., Robbins' letter of September 18, ceneerniag bertc "
- Triay, Suipacha 535, Buenos Alres. We have just heard =+
‘from & reliable souree that Triay purchased at least six
kilos of platinum for clandestine export to Spain. ¥We .
- also know from “"La Razon" dated October 20, 1942, that Triay
. has a "prontuario"™ No. 88576 in the Pollio Department and
that he has been engaged 1n the purchase of stolen Jewelry.

We think that Hr. Triay is headed for Jall, and are
~convinced that he has psrticipated in obtaining platinum
for the aAxis, s0 that 1if you feel that he should be in-
‘eluded in the Proolaimed List we have no ebjeetian to.
adopting 8 a&mllar attitnde.

Very trulyfy6nrn,

British Embasasy,
. Buenos Alres.
i Copy to Mr,. Strong.

BRITISH EMBASSY . .
BUZNOS AIRES | -  A=3

. File 711.3 o ‘ ' September &, 1942.
" L.2127 : N ‘

| Daar‘ﬁéhbinéz

: During the recent platinum rush when much platinum
- was being bought up locally for clandestine shipmsat, it
" was thought, to Europe, one of the dealsrs who was re-
. ported to be aetively engaged in this matter waa Alberto
- Triay of Sulpaoha 535, Buenos Aires.

Trluy is of Argentine natianaliey and is engaged in
the wholesale and retaill sals of  jewelry, pearls, emeralds
and watches, etc., and in the purchase of jewelry and gold.

- I should be interested to learn whether you have any
' 1nformation regarding nis being involved in this business.

Ycurs slnoersly,

w.,ﬁs Btorey

- We D. Robbins, £8Q., ./ ‘

* Embassy of the ﬁnltad 3tates,§/
Buenos Alres. g

. I';-Bo ) : ¢

Copy sent to ¥r. Strong.
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. L.2685/K.10951
' Dear Robbins:

. Your letter HAW of October 29 about Heari Adler of
Avenida R. 5. Peila 943, Buenos Alres, ‘

Although we have not bgen able to obtaln asny informa-
tion ourselves about this man in addition to the information
contained in our letter of August 18, we nevertheless con- -+~
sider your evidence to be sufficiently conclusive to Justi-

- fy inclusion in our lists, We ars asocordingly ferwarding
' our racommendatien to London immediately.

Yours sincérely.'

: ( W, K, Ward
. Warren D. Robbins, Bsq.,
United 3tateg Embassy, -
: - Buenos Alres,
- %, Copy sent to Mr. Gtrong.
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES Ae
, BUENOS AIRES
File 711.3 Puenos Alres, Argentina,

HAW ;mlcz : Ostober 29, 1942.
Dear Mr. Storey: '

This refers to your 1etter of August 18, 1942, regard-
ing Heari aAdler, Av. K. 3. Pefla 94,3, Buenos Airoa. In
acoordance with your suggestion we heve communicated with
the Belglan Legation and we have been 1nfonma& that Adler
is not a Belglan.

e As mentioned in Mr. Robbins' letter of August.le, 1942,
it is our imtentlion to recommend Adler for inclusion in

the Procleimed List, and would be pleased to know whether
you plan to take aimilar steps.

- Vaery truly yours,

‘W, N, 8torey, Esq., . H, A. Welsmann
: British Embassy, '

- 'Buenos Alres,
Copy for Mr. Strong

?ll 2 o . . |
LH: jlw o Buenos Alres, August 27, 1942

 Dear Gerard:

I am senﬁing you the following information on ﬁenri
Adler, Avenida R. S. Peila 943.

He is said to be a Belgian and opergtss in the market
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as & diamond dealer. Lately he has been mixed up in the
iron and steel business importing from the United S3tates
and reselling at speculative prices to undesirable firms.
‘The Embassy recently recelved a report to the effesct that
he was engaged ln the purchase of platinum whieh in turn
was 8014 to enemy governments, :

v ¥%e set a trap for Adler and aotually were able to prove
that he sold to the Axis. Ve intend to reccsmmend him for
the Proclaimed List immediately, but, prier to so doing, "
are anxious to find out whether you could furnish us with ET
any supplementary data, o

S5incersely yours,

Gerard Walravens, Esq., He A, Welsmann
ConsejJero, Belglan Legation, '
cayltal.
IMBASSY OF : THE USITED STATES A=7
. BUSHOS AIRRBS o

Dear atorey°
Re: Henri hdler. Avenids K. S5. Pefia 9&3.

: The above 1nﬁiv1dusl, who 18 a refugee, is engaged in
this market as a diamond dealer. Adler has also besn mixed
up of late in importing meroiandise, principally iron and
steel produocts from the United States, reselling the samse
at highly speculative prices to undesirable firms. Adler
acts as representative in this country of David Ludwig & Go.
Inc., New York, wibich firm also has a highly unfe nnravaragi
reputation for its speculative activities,

~ The Embassy raneived a report recently to the effect
that Adler was engaged in purochasing platinum, which in turn
was s0ld to agents of enemy governments, A trap wes lald
for idler, who sent his sccountant to deal with the Embassy's
informant. It was agreed that three kilos of platinum would
- be handed over by Adler to our agent, and it was carefully
pointed out that the merchandise in question was destined to
an enemy govermnment, Adler's representative, after commun-
icating with him by telephone, stated that there were no
objectiana to the daal going through.

: Inasmuch as we have conclusive evlidence now to prove
that Adler will desl with anyone for profit, and as he is
8t11) importing material from the United States, we intend
to forward an instant recommendation for his 1nclqalon in
the Proclaimed List.  Before doing so, however,; I would
eppreciate hearing from you as to what action you would
care to adopt. I would deeply appreciate your letting me
know as soon &8 possible, as the latter is fairly urgent.

_ A Very truly yours,
WOR : {m , . ~ Warren D.‘Robbina

Two oopies for Mr. Strong.
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File 711.3 BUENOS AIRES ‘January 5, 1943.

L.33/4.11625
Daar Kobbins:

Your letter HAW ot December 18 about Grogorio Tuma;kin.

- Apart from the sale that you rey@rt this man made amounte-
ing to approximately $67,000 pesos, to Walser ¥Wald & Cla., .
enquiries we have made indicate that it 1s well known im =
locel trade cireles that this man is operating in the platl-
num traffic on behalf of enemy eountrias.

In the ciroumstances we agree that Tumarkin sbould be
included in our 1lists and we are sccordingly forwarding our
recommendation to London immediately.

Yours sincerely,

'Warren D. Robbins, Esq., W. H., Ward
U. 8. Embassy,
Buenos Alres.
-ga. ror Mr. Strong :

EMBASSY CF THE 881?&9 ST&TBS
BUEBOO .&ma , A=Y
File Bo. 711.3 ' '

HAW:mkz _ | - Decamber 30; 1942,
Strietly Confideatial | | |

Edward G. Miller, Jr., Bsq.,
Special Asgistant to the Ambassadar.
American Embessy, .

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

sir:

It has just come to our attention that Cregorio
iGerschon) Tumarkin is ourrently in Rio de Janegro.

It 1s bdelieved that the’purpoae or‘nis trip is to ob-
tain cut dlamonds and industriel dlamonds, which would be
snuggled into the Argentine and subsequently shipped clandesw
tinely to the ixls powers via dpain or Portugal, It is also
possible that he may have brought platinum to Brszil for
eventual sale there as 1t 1s understood that prices for
platinum are somewnhaet lower in Buenos iAlres, whereas prices
for industrial dlamonds are lower in Brazil, Tumarkin is
a candidete for our Proclaimed List and as such any persons
in contact with him will probably be of a similar type. It
is not unlikely that Tumarkin will come in contact with '
Adclfo Fisch, the subjeet of our letter dated Novembar 12,

Le,

This information is,being submitted to you in the hope
that it may be of some ssrvice 1n ailding you to prevent pre-
¢ious metals and stones from reaohing the haands of the enamy.

?ery truly yours,
Warren D. Robbins
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EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES A-10
File 711.3 BUENOS AIRES .
~ HAW:mkz - . Buenos aires, vecambar 23, 19&2

H. Colt MaclLean, Esq.,

Commercial Attaché,

American Kmb&ssy, .

8ir:. , o jL o o #

: This Embassy has been 1nfbrmed by a-ususally reliable
source that Cambitur, Los Huerfanos 1063, Santlago, sold 23
kilos cof platgnnm %0 a person named Gregorio Tumarkin. It
is believed that this large gquentity of platinum was subse-
quently reshipped to Spain olandestinely for eventual use

by the Axis powers. Thais Embassy is taking steps to prevent,
to the greateat extent possibls, platinum aupplles from
reaching the Axis powers.

The foregoing information has been submitted to you as
you may wish to persusde Cambitur, and other potential sup-
‘liers of platinum, %o refrain from undertaking sales to un-
known people who may be possidble outlets for ensmy nationals{

Very truly yours,

Warren D. Robbins

: - EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES
File 711.3 . BUENOS AIRES A=11

HAW:mkz . ‘Buenos Alres, December 18, 1942 .
'baar”ﬁard: |

- This refers to Gregoric {Gerschon) Tumarkin, Pusyrredon
374, B uenos Alres.

#We have recently obtalned information whiech indicates

. that the subject made a sale amounting to approximately
£67,000 pesos to Walser Wald & Cia. Subsequent information
reveals that he has purchased large quantities, about 8 kilos,
of platinum as well as an appreciable quantity of industrial
diamonds. Purchases were made at high prices and coinoidea
with the presence of a Spanish boat in the port. This in-
formation was received from a reliable source and was after-
‘wards checked through another source, which confirmed the
faoct that the subject had been purchasing platinum, and which
oven stated that this information was genorally known through-
out the market. ‘

We feel that we have no choloe but to reuemmend this
person for inclusion in the Proclaimed List, but before tak-
ing any action would be pleased to have the benefit of your
opinion. .

W. H. Wuﬂ, QBQ.,
British Embasay,
Buenos Alres.
Copy to Mr. Strong. .

' Very truly yours,
Warren D. Robbins
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File 711.3 Buenos Aires, Mareh 25, 1942.
S ' | Memorandum -

Subject: Ouillermo C. Trombino

The subject called today in an effort to asecertain
‘what asction hed been taken with respect to the deletion
of his neme from the Proclaimed List. After discussing
‘the situation with Mr. Robbins, Exgggggg‘wga informed
that the Embassy would possibly aoquiesce to this deletion,
"but that we were not prepared to commit ouraelves on this
;a8 yet. » o - - o :

The subject informed the writer that platinum 1s still
- being freely exported to Burope through the intermediary

. of Spanish boats, and offered to supply the names of people
. now engaged 1n this trade., He alsc said that the principal
"~ traffickers were a firm of Greeks, but he was not sure of
. the name. However, he stated he would inform the KEmbassy

. of their whereabouts et cetera, after a little further in-

~ vestigation.
 LHma . L.H

. ”

. File 711.3 o f&..-jﬁ_i
' Buenos Alres, Enero 12, 19542.

Sefior Thomas L. Hnghes, J S
Encargado Comercial de la : T ‘
Embajada de los EE.UU, de América en Buenos Alres.

De mi consideracién:

~ El dia 10 del actual he conversado ampliamente con -
- 8l Sr. Copley de esa Embajada, quien me ha solicitado que
' aoclare varios puntos que me cltd como causas de mi inclu-
816n en la lista negra americana. *

it proresién ha sido siempre, desde hace 20 afios &

esta parte, engarzador de bdbrillantes, es deoir colocar
en las monturas de las alhajas las pledras que me entregan.
. los mismos comeroiantes y nunca me he dedicado @ la venta

‘de platino, hasta gue a fines del aiflo ppdo., compré en
plaza tres (3) kilos de platino esponja, viendo la posi-.
- bilidad de realizar un buen negoclo, y lo vend!l pocos
meses después al Sr, Juan Raffaele, de la calle Cangallo

1124 .de esta capital, de todo lo cual posso la documenta-

¢ién correspondiente, es decir los recibos de compra,
Debo aclarar que cuando efeotué dicha operacidn al Sr.
Juan Raffaele no estaba adn inclufdo en la lista negra
inglesa como actualmente figura, y este seilor poses un
~recibo firmado por m{, correspom iente a esta venta,

Ahoras bien, un tiempo despuds supe que en Colombia
pod{a obtenerse platino, pero crudo, pueso dicho pafs no
posee nipguna planta de purificacidn de este metal, y
previas las averiguaciones respséctivas, resolv{ dirigir-
me yo mismo & Colombla para tratar de adquirir una ¢lerta
cantidad de platino, pues aquf en la Argentina, sontraria-
mente &:la; creencia de esa Embajeda, hay quimicos suma-
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mente compstentes capaces de extrasr el platino y conver-~
tirlo en esvonja, a una pureza de 99.30, no asf 1ma otros
metales que contiene el platino colomblano, como ser iridium,
paladium, hierro, osmio, y rodio, pues para ello se necesi-
tarfan instalsciones adecuadas y muy costosas,. pudiendo yo
" probar cuanto dejo dloho en cualquier momanto que esa Eme
bajada lo deseare, ,

Cuando lle?aé a Colombia, eoapré el platino orudc,
diez y seis (16) libras, o sea 7 kiles 370 gramos, pero

tropecé ocon dificultades para obtener la licencia de ex- P
portacién, que pude por fin conseguir oficialmente por la
intervencidn que tomd en este asunte la Embajada Argentina

en Bogotd, y lo despaché por la Panagra, previos pagos- de

todos los impuestos oolomblanos, y del flete y seguro :
correspondlentes al tranmsporte. Ahora dbien, una vez aqui,

para poder sacar el metal de la Aduana, he tenido gue pagar

la diferencia de cambio de los dolares en licitaciédn,

~derechos de adusna, impuesto a la venta, todo lo cual unide

a los gastos ya abonados en Colombla antes de despachar el
platino, me han representado un gasto aproximadc de 210,000
argentinos. - ‘ -

Por todo lo expuesto, no dejaré Ud. de reconocer 3r.
Hughes, que se trata de una operacidén estrictamente legal,
‘para la oual he observado hasta en el mas minimo detalle
todas las disposiciones y reglamentaciones vigentes al
reapeoto, sin apartarme un épice de ellas.

‘ : Retereate 8 la venta de este metal puedo aseg&rar a

esa Embajada que no serd reexportado con destino a personas -
- 0 entidades allegadas al eje, con las cuales jamas he tenido
relacidn, y en cualquier momento podréd probar si fuera
necesario y que mi intencién e¢s venderlo a comerciantes de
esta plaza que no utilicen para trabajos de joyerfa, tal
como ya lo he prometido bajo deolaraoién firmada, al
' Gobierno de mi pais. , ;

Estos han sido los dos unidos negocios de platino
que he efectuado durante mi larga actuacidn en el gremio
de Joyer{a, y por el momento hasta gue se soluclone el
conflicto europeo, no tengo idea de volver a ocuparme de
dicho metal, una vez quse dé por terminada esta dltima
'operaciéa. ,

Creo Sr. Hughea que tendré Ud. la gontilsz& de tomar
buena nota de todo ocuanto deJo expuesto sobre sl particular
¥ considerarlo debidamente & fin de tratar de que mi
nombre sea exclufdo de la lista negrs de esa Embajada,
pues ello me perjudica sobramanera, tanto moral como
aomeroialmente. : .

‘ Quedo pues en espera de su rasolucién al respaoto y
:;reiteréndame i sus Ordenes para cualquier otra aclaracién

‘que considere U4d. naoesaria, me aauplaxce en saludarle

‘con mi mas alta estima.

Guillermo c. Trombino

Esmeralda 491,

, | Capital.
,(Translation df'ébové follows). i

. ‘ '\
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TRANSLATION
File 711.3 o Buenos Alres, Jamuary 12, 1942

¥r. Thomas L. dughaa,
Commercial Attaché,
American Emhassy in Buenos Aires.

Dear Sir:

On January 10 I conversed fully with Mr. Copley of )
that Embassy, who had requested that I clear up variacs pre
points which he cited as reasons for my 1nc1uaion in the
American Proclaimed List. ..

: My profession for 26 years ﬂaa alwaya been that of
gem setter, that is to say, plecing in ths settings of
Jewelry, gems whioh are delivered to me by the merchants
themselves, and I have never dedlcated myself to the sale
of platinum until the end of last year., 1 purchased in
the market three kilos of sponge platinum when I saw the
possibility of effecting a good businsss. I sold it a
few months later to Sr. Juan Faffeele, Cangallo 1124 of
this oity, on which transaction I possess all the corres- .
pording documsnts, that is to say, the receipts. I should
make it clear that when I effected this operation Sr. Juan
- Raffaele was not yet included on the English black list,
and that gantleman has a receipt signedby me eorreapondins
to this sals..

Some time 1atar I found out that 1n,0010mb1a one could

odbtain platinum, although in crude form, as that country

- does not possess a purification plant for this metal., After

. inquiries in respest thereto, I resolvsd to go to Colombia
to try to purchase a oertain quantity of platinum, as in

~ Argentina, contrary to the bsllef of the Embassy, there
are chemists capable of extracting platipnum and converting
it into sponge of a 99.30% purity, although they are unable
to do likewise with the other metals contained in Colombian
- platinum, such as iridium, peladium, iron, osmium, end
rhodium. A3 for those, adecuate and very costly installa-
" tions would be needed. I can prove this statement at any
‘moment the Embasasy deairas.

When I arrived im Colombia, I purchased 16 pounds of
orude platinum, or 7 kilos and 360 grams, however, I stum-
" bled upon difficulties in obtaining export license, whieh
I at last was able to obtain through the official interven-
‘tion of the Argentine Zmbassy in Bogotd. I despatched it
via Panagra, after paying all the Colombian texes, freight,
and insurance charges. Onoce the shlpment arrived here,
and in order to get 1t out of the Customs, I had to pay
+the difference in free and legal exohange dollars, custom
ﬁuties, and sales taxes, all of which, added to the costs .
I had already paid in Colombia befors shlpping the platinum,
reached approximataly $10,000 Argantlna pssas., '

~ With the above oxplanation, Mr. Hughes, you will raadily
understand that this operation was strictly legsl, and that
I have observed, to the smallest detail, all the disposi-
tions and rules axisting. withont swerving one iota from
then,
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With regard to the sale of this metal, Ifoan assurs
that Embassy that it wlll not be re-exported to any person
or firms in sympathy with the Axis, with whomé I have never

had any dealings, and I ocan prove thls at al H§mant ir
necessary, and that my intention 1s to sell this platinum
in this market to be used for Jewelry purposes, Just as

I have promiaeﬁ under oath, to the Governﬁant of" my ooun-
try. o . et

[

These have been the only two negotiétions 1n platinum
effected by me during my long career in the Jewslry trade,
and from this moment, untll the European conflict is over,
I have no intention of again trading in pl&tinum onoce
this last operation has ended, «

I hope, Mr. Hughes, that you will have the”kinﬁneaa
to take good note of all that I have expressed on this sub-
‘Ject and to give 1t due consideration for the purpose of
‘eliminating my name from the Proclaimed List of that Embassy,
‘a8 this faot prejudices me extremnly, both morally and
commercially. ‘

, Boping for a favorable reSolution, and at your orders.
. for any further aclarations you desire, I remain,

Youra truly,
rauillermo €. Trombino

Bsmeralda 491,
Capltal.

End or appeudix to report "Smuggling of btrategic Haterials
out of Argentine for Enemy Destination™, Januery 21, 1943,
prepared by William F. Jahn.
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Buenos Aires, nrgentina September uﬁ571943

BY COURIER Central Information Offiee
' (c 1.0. ) Report '

No, /2 O/2
’,/

SUBJECT: CAPTAIN I. WILLIAMS, SUSPECTED AXIS AGENT

STRIGTLY CONFIDENTIAL

The Honorable
The Secretary of State
Washingteon

éirx

With reference to the Embassy's despatch No, 118386
of September 9, 1943, I have the honor to report that
the trail 1eading to Captain I, Williems has become faint
again, Acting upon the information contained in the ref-
erence deapatoh, the assistance of the Legal and Military
Attachés was obtained, The Legal Attaché investigated
file No. 907 of the Political Order Section (Orden Socisl)
of the police department and the Military Attachée con-
ducted an investigation of the section on Robberies and
Thefts (Robos y Hurtos) The reports whioh they submitted
are quoted below, ‘ .

From the Lega;,Attachéi

"Informant advises that there are two numbers -
in Orden Politico - No, 907 and 907M (Military).
The information contained in these two files,
whieh pertain to differant individuals, is as
follows*

9O7M

- "Mario Alberto Mazza, born in 1912 in Buenos Aires,
and the son of Dino Fedro and Maria Auselino, In
1926 he lived at Calle Juan Bautista Alberdi 943,
Olivos, S8isters: GCloria Azucena and Dina Elensa,
In 1926 Mazza was a lst Lisutenant. He does not

-have a file 1n Robos y Hurtos,

907
"Gabriel Colona, born May 30, 1906 in Buanos Alres.
Father, Constantino. MNMother, Victoria Dinatale,

Erothers and Sisters: Alejandro, Antonioc, Miguel,
Teresa, Carmen., He 18 married to Dominga Mazelllo.

In March,

10
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In harch 1, 1936 he was named the president of
a sub-Committe of the Civiea Radical (Irigoyen
party) in the lst section, 1ocated at Calle
urespc 3546, ‘

"Gclon& does not nave a file in Robos y Hurtos,

but the following information was contained about

him in the Seccion Seguridad Personal. In 1919

he was cited in Section 34 for having committed . -

personal injuries on another individual. The - e
-Judge turned him loose in 10 days. On November 1, T

1926 he was arrssted by Section 36 for carrying

a revolver without germission - or without having

the necesaary permit.

'Fiom the militaryxAttaché

"PRONTUARIO H.87121 Robos y Hurtos. Belonging
to James %willliams, born 7th, March 1896 in Haweii
(Honolulu) Sen of Henry Williams and Helins
Robinson both deed. Arrived on the 15th.,June
1925 8s a stoker on the 83, West Notus., Arrested
on the 26th, June 1925 for Fetty Theft and released
on the 7th- nly 1925 Ko details are available
e © %as arrssted together with -
Aubrey Crey.. Reynclds, John Handley and Joe ifc.Nulty.
‘These throe were detsined at the C,P.D. and Jose
4lmeida at the Penitencieria. The four of them
were handed to the Prefectura Haritimes on their
release in 1925 and that is the last that we know
- about them, ~‘He has two children Louis and Mary
- who were living in the USi in 1925.7"

hlthcugh it would appear that the information obtained
from the Embassy's informsnt to the effect that Captain .
I. ¥illiams had file no. 907 in Orden Social is erroneous,
it may be that the James ¥illiams described in file no.
87121 of Robos 'y Hurtos has a bearing on the subject per-
son. In this connection it is pointed out that I. Williams
calls himself "Captain®, that James %illisma once was
connected with the United States merchant merine, and .
that I, Williams is a sailor by professlon. In addition,
it is to be mentioned that sometimes there is little to
be distinguished between the hand-written letters "I"
and "J". On the other hand there is8 the report that .
-Captain I. Williams' complete name is Ignacio Williams
or Ignacio Johnson Williams. However, 80 many erroneous
reporta have already been received in connection with this
case that a few more would seem to mske little difference
one way or the other. In the final analysis 1t would ap-
pear that the information contained in this a2nd previous .
despatehes 15 made up of a mixture of false and accurate
data, and that it is up to the Embassy to determine the
true aSpects of the case.

Prooeeaing on tnis assumpticn, the Embassy will con-
tinue its investigations, using as & new base the information

obtained
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obtained from file no. 87121 of Robos y Hurtos. 1In

the meantime, the Imbassy would appreciste the recelipt
of any information likely to be of assistance in its
local investigations, which the Department may be able

to obtain in the United States or in Hawail regarding
James williams,

Raspeetfully yours,
For ‘the Chargé d'Affaires ad 1nterim

)
&

Presy

‘Hugh millard
- First oearetary of Mmbassy

File No. 820,02

Orig. to Department (Ozalid)
GPE me

RS TS -«,\'
b330 w{}‘f‘{ m ;
e signed oric ]
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BY COURIER

Buenos Alires, Argentina, September 67 ’ 19&3
Central Informetion Office ‘
(c I.0.) Report

No.//s?aé

- SUBJECT: CAPTAIN I WILLXAMB, SUSPECTED AXIS AGENT

' STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

The Honorable
. The Secretary of Btane,
Waahington.

- 8ir:

With reference to the Embassy's despatoh No, 11587
of August 24, 1943, I have the honor to report that a
more definite trace of Captain I, Williams has been dis—
covered, A reliable informant states that the mean's true
name is Ignecio Williams and that he is a sailor by pro-
- fession, This source states that Williams sometimes .
refers to himself as Ignacio Johnson Williaws., The sourece
. mentions that Williams has & file in the local police de-

partment, No. 907 of the Political Order section, and that c/“
there exists another file (No, 87121) under his name in 9S>
the section on Robberies and Thefts, This latter file was ',
opened on November 19, 1940, on agcount of Williams having '

been the victim of a robhery which took place in a cabaret d
in Buenos Aires, At that time Williams resided at Calle RS
Lavalle 686, Buenos Aires, : —

An investigation based on thé foregoing information
is being conducted,

Respectfully yours,
For the Charg d’Affaires ad 1nter1m.

Hugh Millard
First Secretary of Embassy

original (for 0zalid machine) to Department.
‘Pile No., 820,02
CPE: jad A

* A lrue Copy L

. ﬁgﬂfc‘ *‘ ’:‘3;5: aégnefzi r |
F : ; dinal %&

Ky mane s
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. BY COURIER

Buenos Alres, Argentina, Augustg?$943
"Central Information Office
B (C.I.0.) Report - | A
Yo. SLXED =

| SUBJECT: CAPTAIN I. WILLIAMS, SUSPECTED AXIS AGENT -

| STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

© The Honorable :
' The beoretary of utate
ﬁashingtom

L Sirs

. With rererenoe to tha Department‘s instruction

no. 4233 of May 3, 1943 (File No. 800.20210 Williams 1.
" (Captain})), I‘have the honor to report that the subject
- person has been the objeet of a most thorough and ex-
~haustive investigation over a period of the past three .
. months, but no confirmable trace of him can be found.

Many rumors have been obtained about such an individ-
. ual, Each rumor has been ocarefully traced as close to
" '1ts origin as possible, but without definita results.’
' The local British intelligence unit has also been unable
. to obtain any information tending to identify Captain
%illiams. It should be mentioned tgat the most persistent
v rumor 1s that he s registered. in the Orden Politico sec-
tion of the police department of Buenos Aires under file
- no., 0973, After several wesks it was possible to inspect
, this file. It was found that two flles exist under this
. number, one of which concerned a fencing instructor at
~a loecal athletic c¢lub and the other a child of less than
. ten years of age. The Central Information Office of the
.. Umbassy has satisfied itself that neither of the above
, two persons is identical with Captailn Willisms.

- An H. ¥. ¥illiams is attached to the local British
-~ intelligence unit wlth the grade of Lleutenant Commander. .

. In peace time he 1s employed by the Royal Mail Lines, and -

it is understood thst some years ago he was captain of a

' vessel in the British merchant navy. Acting upon the

- assumption that he may have Ueen confused as an Axls agent,
a representative of the Imbassy approached him on the sub-
. Ject. He was intrigued by the report and steted that it
 was possible that some uninformed person may have mistaken

‘him -
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him for what he is not. He denied ever having been

in touch with any of the persons mentioned in para-
graphs a, b and ¢ of the instruction under reference.
‘Mr. Williams spent considerable time assisting the
Central Information Office in its search for Captain I. -
Williams.

The files of the Central Information Dffice contaln
a copy of a summary report on the CIT radio ring, which %
was headed by Josef Starziczny, alias Niels Christian
Christensen, in Rio de Janeiro. As of possible interest
to the Department there -are quoted below two excerpts
from thls report. ‘

‘"Subject stated that the German Secret Service
in England is headed by a Mr, WILLIAMS who resides
in the city of Swansea. He sald that he could not
recall the exact address of thils residence, but that
he d4id recall thet the number of the house was 43,
and that it was on a street whose name contained the
word ¥mountain'.. He stated that this Mr. WILLIAMS
is the paymaster of all German Secret Service in
England, and that he frequently travels to Portugal
to confer with the heads of the German espionage -
service. Subject stated that he knows this Mr., WILLIAMS
personally, that he has been in his home in England,
‘and that he presumes that he is & big business man."

*"In Paris,.subject learned from his friend
Dr. TRAUTMANN, that the address of the Nazi Secret
Service, in England was Mr. WILLIAMS, Mount Pleasant
‘Street 43, Swansea., Subject stated this address was
.given to him in private,'so that it could be used by
him in case he went to the United States, where he
should contpct & friend of his by the name of MONTGOMERY,
president of the Detroit Times and president of the Bus
Company in Detroit, and who is a Danish angineer in
order to use that addresu to work against Germany.,'"

Although there is considerable doubt that Captain I.
Williems may be in existence here, the hmbassy will place
his name on its watch list and otherwise continue to be
on the lookout for him.

‘ Respeotfully yours,
o For the Chargé d'ﬁffaires, ad interlm
File 820.02
Orig,0znlid -~ Dept
CPE:me >, . Hugh Millard,
. o First Secretary of Embassy
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_THE SBECRETARY OF
WABHINGTON, D, G5

DEPARTMENT OF s'fATE Y
: WASHINGTON (- }"“ @
r M
,AuanaAu. ﬁfl 2&—:1_35 B
May 3. 1943

STRICTLY GONFIDENTIAL

. To the
o American Ambassador
: Buenos Aires.

! : The Secretary of State quotes below the contents
. of a communication dated March 25, 1943 regarding one
- Captain I. Williams which has been received by the .
Department from a confidential source within the

Government: \ ,

“l, On‘the basis of 1nformation from a
rellable secret source, it 1s. suspected that a
person known as Captain I, Williams 1s an Axis

‘agent in Argentina WHO obtaln& ivfbdrmation on
shipping and' ship movements, It is not known
whether the above name 1s the real name of the
agent, but the following 1nformation 1s known
cencerning his actlvities:

’ In 1ate October he conversed with the -
- First. Engineer of the ’Staghound“ a U, 8, ship .-
then in BuenOB Aires. ,

: " b. . About December 5 he talked with certain
Swiss passengers who had recently arrived on the
’Jose Henenﬂez‘, an Argentine steamer.

, cs’ About December 9 he talked with the-
»\radio man of ‘the ’Jose Menendez’ L :

Any 1nformation concerning the above named person

which may be avallable to the Embassy would be of interest
to the Department.f , _

' 800,20210 Willisms I. (Captain)
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: Recelved January 23, 10 n.“.; 1943

READING OF THLEGRAM RECEIVED FROM SANTIAGO '

.t '

SECRET
FENBASSY
BUENOS AIRES .

The following telegram has been sent to the D ept"wy

TRIPLE PRIORITY 149 January 22, 7 P.M. SECTION TWO

He said that the Argentine fascist, lianuel

Fresco who is now here has been under the olosest

e ————S

survelllance by. the secret serv1»e and that he had »

‘attended a dlnner of twenty'persons among whom was

the crazy. lecder of the Nazi Party, Von lMarees, and

that a'photograph was taken and the speeches taken

twenty four hours. He protested that he was unable to

3

. down, Fresco was told to leave the country within Ef
S

get a reservation until Monday, bﬂt‘tne Government
told him thet théy‘woﬁld secure a reservation, The

Government appealed to us and we obtained the reserva-

-~tion for today. However the Argentlne bmbassador

made an appeal on the 5round that Fresco was a very

~prouwinent Argentine who‘had‘come to Chile bearing

a letter frém Cestillo, and he pleaded that Fresco

‘be allowed to remain until Monday, and that he not

be ex?elled o?eﬂly. Out of deference to the Ambassador

“this was agreed.to with notice being given to ¥Frescom

that,should he see anybody, he would be_paken.Up,

We are repveating this Section to Buenos Aires,

DECODED: CCW ‘ EOWERS
Original and four paraphrases typed: ccw
Original and paraphrase to the Ambassador
Paraphrase to Files
Action Paraphrase to Nr. Ford
Paraphrase to CthﬂOlOﬁlC&l flle
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM SANTIAGO
" Recelved January 22,'9'atmg, 1943

SECKET.

AMEMBASSY S

BUENOS AIRES

January 21, 8 p.m.

This'méSBaga is'for the stfictlyfconfidantidl'
Ainformation ofJDcyle. Manuel Fresco and Franciace Prado
- o —— R e S
. are to be expelled by tha Chilean Governmant ‘on January
22nd, anduthsy'will return to Argantina viakP&nagra.
"‘Tneir;aotiviiies ﬁerﬁjnﬂﬁiattémpt ta'prevent,fupture

with the Axis, A report is being forwar@ed;

BOWERS

,Decoded.'iﬁ

Original ‘and. 3 paraphrases typed. iv
~.Original ‘and . copy to Ambassador

; -Aetion copy to Mr. Doyle

‘ o Sopy to filas :
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‘back to Buenos Alres, via Panagra, tomorrow morning, at the

"request of the Ghilean authorities.’

o
£
PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM SANTIEGO
Reccived January 2l, 9 pells,1943 -
 SECRET
MW | . | o | o T

 BUENOS AIRES

”RuSh ~‘Januaryi2l4_ﬁ Dolls

Referring to yeﬁr”telegrqm of ;anuéry_xg, 6 p.Me,

‘please disregard the telephéne conversation betweén Anéraws

aand Ford. . TFresco and Prade are being permitted to. fly

M RUNS

| Bcwxas»

Decaded° cow

Original and 4 paraphrases typed* iv
Original and copy to Ambassador:
Action copy to Mr. Ford.

Copy to files .
30py to Chronological file

104165



=

" eta s i —

i REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE
i .

e T
|1, DECLASSIFED

Y f{‘%"i?&ﬁwm«flﬁ‘zf

B P s e

'5:'

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM TO SANTIAGE . -
' Sent January 15, 6 p.m. _

SECRET
AMEMBASSY
SANTIAGO
'ARUSH January 15, 6 p.m, ' . | -

Temorrow, the sixteenth, Apgentine_nationalists

Franciséo Prado and Manuel Fresco are-schedﬁléd?te

e L]

leave here for SantiagoAby fanagra.- Both are known
to be preeGerman and anti-American and undoubtedly
ére up to no goOd,‘_It is very possible that they .
will meet with Chileahs who aré-opposed to servance -
of relations and to»ﬁhe United Stapgs.

-Any iﬁformati6h‘regarding their visit would be
appreoiatéd by ﬁhisAEmbassy. | |

ARMOUR-

Drafted: 'xm!“ epm
Coded: Tuw:mph

Py é‘a o

Original and three paraphrases typed: rmw
Paraphrase to Ambassador. '
" to Files.
" {40 Chronological File.

7 ,;/%‘ Y g
‘L

>
[~4

oy

104166



e

o,

REPRO) —————
. oucs:‘nmmsmnommacmvsg PR

ﬂ T DECLASS! T e i

&

«ﬁ wm.x_ 7@2 ;

]
H i
- By A ens Dz 2% || B

i s
- - - L e IR

. MEMORANDUM

“Mr. Ambassador:

According to Mr, Cabezas, who is closely

connected with the Nationalist Movement in Argent;na,

. Manuel Fresco, ex-governor -of Buenos Aires province,

————_ vt

is expected to leave on Saturday for Chile on a
special mission. It is not difficﬁlt ﬁo imagine~
what this mission will be.‘ A

 Mr, Cabeza reported that this tfip of Fresco’s
is a semi-secret one and will probably not be
répérted in the Press. However, you might want

to pass this information on to Chile so that Mr,

'Frescc's activities could be watched in the event -

he makes the trip,

" H, H, Barger
HHB:ml

, January 14, 1943

rzm7’0’5;%<,

)

20,
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Buenos Aires,'krgentina . ,'.1'
May 3, 1943 Z/

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL ‘ R

Daar Elim

Regarding our conversation the other day there .
is given below, in chronological order, all the informa=-
tion contained in our files regarding tne aotivities of

'Frltz Fepthold.and wife. '

Our attention was first called to Fenthol by the
Department's circular telegram of February 28, 8 p.m. :

"(1941), which advised the Embassy to suspend action and

- report on any visa application made by him. The tele-

gram stated that Fenthol was born on March 14 1894, at
Leipzig, Germany, and that he was understood to have in
his possession a German passport issued at Berlin on
June 15, 1935, and that it would expire on June 15, 1940,

Departmental telegram no. 202 - April 28, 11 a.m.
(1941), advised that Fenthol was an agent of the German
Potash Syndicate and that he might apply for a U.S. visa

at Buenos Alres.,

. Departmental clrcular telegram of May 22, 7 p.m.,
stated we might inform the loecal authorities tnat Fen-
thol's presence in this hemisphere was undesirable, The
telegram also mentioned that T"enthol intended to fly to
Cuba and perhaps to Mexico City., This office informed
the Argentine police immediately. ‘ ~

On June 17 1941, Pan American Alrways 1nformed
this office that Fenthol would arrive from Rio de Janeiro
on June 18 via the Condor line and that Condor had made

Flim O'Shaughnessy, Esquire,
~ American FEmbassy,
Rio-de Janeiro, Brazil
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,Fenthol claimed to be a German lawyer -and was
travelling on' passport no. 499/39, issued in’ Berlin on
June 30, 1939, Fenthol departed from Buenos Aires on a
Panagra plane on June 19, 1941, but went only as far as
La Paz, He carried with him 330 (150 kilograms) of ex-

- cess baggage. He returned to Buenos Aires from lLa Paz

on June 29, via Panagra, carrying only 30 kilograms of
excess baggage. It will be recalled in this connection
that the German clandestine radio transmitter confiscated
from a German diplomatic courier on a Panagra plane in
June 1941 weighed 150 kilograms and was carried as excess
bageage by the courier. It might be worthwhile to have -

" Fenthol questioned regarding the contents of his 150 kilé«
grams of excess baggage. Upon Fenthol's return to Buenos

Aires the paper Libre Palabta mentioned, in an article
which appeared on July 3, that he had lost a brief-case
containing "important documents" and that he refused . to
"request or permit the Argentine police to assist him in
finding it". It might also be wise to question him about
this item. The same paper on the same day asked what the
Argentine authorities intended to do when a man enters =
the country claiming to be a business man when it is known
thet he is a lawyar connected with the German: oecret
Service, .

- A circular instruction from the Department dated
Auguqt 15, 1941, carried the name of Fritz Fenthol, alias
Robert Franz Fenthol, as a prohibited alien in countrieS'
served by Pan American Airways. This instruction mentioned
that the Pan American office at Rio de Janeiro sold Fen-
thol transportation to La Paz-Balboa, June 13; Balboa-
Mexico uity, June 16, and Mexico City-Habana June 18,

A confidentlal report received on July 15, 1941,
from a contact in the local offices of the- Transooean .
News Service stated that Fenthol had connections with the
firm of Berger & Wirth, where recently "strange" materials
had arrived, "apparently for the assembly of small armed
boats", The report added that the date of arrival of

. these materials coincided with the arrival in Rio of Fen-

thol.

Departmental instruction no, 1273, dated October 8,

1941 (File no. 862,20211 Fenthol, Fritz/4l), enclosed a

R A 3

ey
L
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three-page report on the activ1ties of Fenthol, A copy
is attached to this letter.

/ ~ ONI Report No. 9-42, 1/5/42, mentioned that Fenthol
SR was residing in the Gloria Hotel in Rio and received the
A following cable on November 14, 1941:

"PAYMENT RETURN FLIGHT POSSIBLE IN REICHSMARKS
- HERE STOP AWAITING ADVICE"

" The ONI report mentioned that the telegram had been ol
SRR sent by one hrawieckl, a law partner with Wentnol in Ger-
L _ many. ‘

ﬁ' ONI Serial 23%-42, January 23, 1942, reported as
follows:

"“Infarmation has been received from a reliable
source to the effect that subject who is residing
at the Hotel Gloria in Rio de Janeiro, has been
recelving mail from 'E.F.' in Cuba. It 1s be-
lieved that this person may be. his wife who is
in Cuba. e is also known to receive mail from
a Dr, Kobert Krewielichi in Berlin. He communi-
cates very frequently with a Peter Jurisch, an
attorney, by telephone, in Rio de Janeiro..."

. War Department, MID Report, File No. FCD/1-20c,
ST January 28, 1942, statcd that Maurice Hochschild had been
o ‘ in telephonio contact from La Paz with a Mr. Anderson in
Rio de Janeiro, and that Anderson previously had been re-
ported to have been in telephonic contact vwiith Fritz Fen-

"thol. v

Departmontal telegram no. 566 of April 23, 6 P. m.
(1942), stated Fenthol's wife had obtalned a gro forma
divorce and was staying at the Hotel President in Habana.
It also advised thet Mrs. Fenthol possessed both a normal
passport and a Jewish German passport, and further advised
that it seemed her task was to travel to different coun-
tries ahead of her "former" hquand to arrange for his
entry.

" National Censorship Slip Records No. Ba 12,336,
from Bruno Fricke, Buenos Aires, to F., W, Walter, La Ceiba,
Honduras, dated July 16, 1942, gpve the name of Fenthol as

JE AT IS A
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’being a Jew acting as a German agent

Departmental oircular instruction of July 9, 1942,
(File No. 862.20211 Fenthol, Fritz/62), reviewed the
case of Fritz Fenthol and wife Emmy, and suggested that
the missions furnish the appropriate local ‘authorities
with background information in the matter., The Argen-
tine Forelgn Office was informally given all the informa-
tion considered advisable on July 27 1942,

I hope some of the foregoing information may be

\of assistance to you,

Sincerely yours,

Clifton P. English

Enclosure: .
1, Report on activitips of
‘Fritz Fenthol.

¢ cony of |
the signed ori- |
R
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Case of FRITZ FENTHOL

. Age -~ Forty-seven. .
- Born ~~ Leipzlg, Germany.
" Occupation -- Attorney.

-'Record -- Belleved to be Nazi Agent.‘ e
‘ Present Address <- In Buenos Alres on July 9, 1941. -

' The file of Fritz Fenthol reveals the following.

Mr., Fenthol is a prominent attorney of Berlin. “He

maintains a large office there and 1s one of the few Ger-
His

man aﬁtorneys who are familiar with American law.
clients include Xrupp Munitions German Potash Syndicate,

and large banks.

: He is considered a high-ranking official of the Nazi .
Government and 1s said to be very close to Hitler, Goering,

and Gestapo ‘officials.
Previous visa record shows the following.

Temporary visitor s visas were issued torFenthol

in order,that he might visit the United States:

ﬁecémber4224 1933 -- Issued at Berlin.
. February 23, 1938 -~ Issued at Berlin.
June 30, 1939 -~ Issued at Berlin.

File includes several letters from friends who seem
to think Fenthol is all right. Dom Q0do, Duke of Wurttem-
berg, 0.5.B. is one, and a Mr, Warburg of New York is another,
‘but from Fenthol's activities, 1t appears that these persons
are unaware (?) of his real character.

o In a memo of August 8, 1940, enclosed in the F B I.'
letter of that date, it is disclosed that Fritz Fenthol-
arrived at San Franclisco on June 27, 1940 on the S.S,

Asama Maru., He had a 60-days vieitor s visa, which was
Fenthol indicated that he was connected

194172
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with Nezi prapég&nda'and esplonage service. It 1s sald
that Fenthol traveled through Russia, China, and Japan
as an agent of the German Government,

; F.B.I. reports show that he was in contact with
persons who were subjects of espionage investigstions,

» Fenthol returned to Europe in late August or early
September, 1940,

o ' - In January 1941 the American Consul General at
o Zurich stated that Mrs, Emmy Fenthol had an application
b et for an Immigration visa pending at Zurich. She had not
i - made formal application. ‘ :

Mrs. Fenthol is the sister of Winfried Oppenheimer,
80 Griffen Avenue, Scarsdale, New York. Wr, Fenthol
~gtated that because his wife is Jewish 1t was necessary
for her to leave Germany. One letter in the fille states
\ German asuthorities wanted Fenthol to divorce his wife
-because she 1s Jewish, but he refused and the authorities
did not insist because they needed Fenthol and his ability.

Berlin end Zurich were instruoted'to suspend action
on Fenthol's visas,

The Department learned that Mr. Fenthol was golng
to the Argentine. Zurich was instructed to inform
P Mr. Fenthol that he would have no proepeot of obtaining
e : visa in that country.

Fenthol arrived in the Argentine in April 1941 on
Italian Air Line {(Lati). Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Alres
were Instructed to suspend visa action. Later, all Latin
American countries were circularized to suspend visa
action. .

On May 20 Fenthol was refused & visa at Rio de Janeiro.
The Embessy reported that he might be en route to Mexico
or Cuba. ‘Fenthol's Cuban trip was postponed, possibly be-
cause he was advised that Cuban authorlities would probably
exclude him,

Fenthol left Rio de Janeiro for Sao Paulo by air on

" June 18. On June 21 he left Buenos Aires for La Paz with
330 pounds of excess baggage.
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La Paz Legation reported that Fenthol arrived there
on June 20 from Buenos Aires, He remained there until ‘
- June 26, when he left for Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro

- with only 30 kilos of excess baggage.

. The Fmbnssy at Buenos Aires reported on July 5, 1941
that Fenthol had arrived there on June 28 with 30 kilos
of excess baggage. On July 3, the Buenos Alres newspaper
- Libre Palabra ran an article which asked what the suthori- .
" tles intended to do with a man who entered the country B
claiming to be a business man when it 1s known that he is
a lawyer connected with the German Secret Police, '

L o . On June 26, 1941 Fenthol was the subject of a des-
. patch from hlnleter Jenkins at lLa Paz, a pertinent portion -
- of which is quoted below:

"It may interest the Department to know
that, according to Mauricio HOCHSCHILD, Fenthol
stated that he had come to La Paz to meet a
Standard 0il representative and also as part of
a plan to find out whazt sort of peace might be
possible for Germany. Fenthol gave Dr. Hochschild
‘the impression thet he was not sympzthetic with the
Nazis and really represented a group of older offi-
: cers in the German Army. Fenthol told Hochschild
that although he was Catholic and Aryan, Fenthol's
wife was Jewish., According to Dr. Hochschild
Fenthol talked by long distance telephone from
Hochsohild's office to a Mr, Anderson, in the
Standard 0il Company's office in New York. The
A conversation, Hochschild says, was about certain
P : . petroleum lands in Hungary which the Standard 0il
' . is said to own &@nd which the German Government
desires to puchsse. Fenthol led Hochschild to
o -understand that the German Government was offering .
4 to pay the Standard 011 Company about 320 000,000
T - for the property in Hungary.

L , "As there 1is not now =#nd has not been for a
',/ - : long time any representative of the Stendard 0il
A in La Paz, I consider Fenthol's statements to Dr.
' ‘ Hochschild to be untrue and it seems to me that
Hochschild has been taken in by thls German agent.
On the other hand, Hochschild insists that he met
Fenthol about six months ago in New York at the
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1e of one of the. WARBURGS, The whole story
nis to me' to be very fishy indeed but I am
orting it to the Department for what it may
worth., I may say here very confidentially
-thet I have not found Dr, Hochschild to be en-
tirely reliable when it comes to facts, although

T do not think he ecould have intended to mislend
me in this instance."

~Attention is called to the fact that a-Mr, Wdrburg
is mentioned on page 1 of this memorandum and also in the
above-quoted portion of Minister Jenkins' despatch,
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: American Vice Consulsate
z%endoza, Argantina,

' Enuyhﬂaillard, anuize, : ' ‘ o

FPirst Seorstary of Embassy ' -
American Embassy, ‘Buenos Airea. .

Dear Mr. Hillard:

. Yesterday the "Soviet agent " reported that he had been in
contact with a man who, he said, was probably one of the most
important members of the "passport ring", namedi&@ﬁ%%%Faingoldo

- He gave such a convincing account of his conversations that I

an inclined to accept them as true, and worth passing on to you
since you might be able to check upon some of the details.

- He sald that Palngold was 'in contact with Blaustein, the G
"ring's” representative in Kendoza. Aspparently Faingold came to
Mendoza about seven weeks ago from la Paz, where hewass connected
with a "peleteria”, The agent believes he was forced to flee R
Bolivia with little warning. He is posing as being adble to aid
Faingold in proceeding 1llegelly to Chile. Faingold told the ’
agent that he had an smerican passport, of the State Department
series, and implied that he had a second American document, a

-.Bolivian passport, snd a Belgian "pass”, of which he is now

traveling on only the latter. ¥ith the agent's advice and help

 he has arranged to buy pasgsage to Chile for 400 pesos from a

‘"tourist ageney” in Calle 9 de Julio between Necochea and las

Heras, after having spent 650 pesos in negotiations with the
Chilean consul or consular agent in San Juan which resulted in
nothing., He plans to leave for Chile .next Thursday, if he receives
money in time, proceeding to los ingeles to the home of José
Steck, a storekeeper, who married one of his daughters. Steck

has recently sent him 400 pesos by wire.

- The imerlcen passport is said to have been obtalned thvough
the "ring" in la Poz from Simon Greitzer, who vislited the United
States recently and is said to be a personal friend of Congressmen
(Emanuel) Ceiler (of New York) and liamos F.) 0'Connor of Hontana
(parentheses mine-RHEP),

. The agent descrides Faingold as 1.58 meters tall, stocky,
with dark faece, blondish hair though baldish, numerous small
pox nmarks, grey blue eyes, possessing only one sult of clothes
which 1s dark grey of simple design. He has spoken to him in five
languages besides Spanish- French, German. Russian and Yiddish,
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besides enough Znglish to enable his to believe that he 1s
master of this language too. The agent feels sure that he was
born in Russia, and .that he is of Jewish origin. They are

‘stayling at the sume pension, on Calle Cordoba 349, bdut Faingold

keeps hig bduaggage elsewhere. A

Today Falggold received'a telegran from Bolivia atsting
that funds would soon be sent him, care of the Circulo Israelita
of Mendoza, coming from the Lirculo in La Paz. The agent says
that his O*Qauization is pernitted te export funds from Bolivia,
which priva tc individuzls cannot do &1th0dt difficulty. 411
correspoadnnce 1s addressed to him in Mendoza through Pablo
Jelsen of callie Federico Xoreno 1141, who hapnens to be a
"oorredor™ of Blaustein. e bclieves the Circulo is innocent,

28 are the persons through whiom he met Felngold in the engicn‘

Falngold mentioned his knowledge of ten individuels who
became naturalized in the United States while he was once there,
who were and stlll are connected with contraband activities.
Yhether they are connected with the preszent "ring® or not, the
"agent" does not kanow, The naturalizaticn of these tep wus
sided by Congressmen O'Connor &nd Celler, und the cage was
investigated by Senators Dlcksteln and Burke, appsrently with-
out success in connecting them with 1llegal organizations.

Fuingold mentioned knovledge of three imerican contacts— Liber-
man or Lieberman of Chiczgo, known to the apgent through Blau-
steln; Schwartz; aand Friedmup. He also mentioned a woman pumed
Gertrudis Bell, known to be linked with the traffic of currency,
who receantly arrived from the United Stutes. She is said to
cerry persoaal recommendations of a uongress&an from Connecticut

Er. Citron (not iisted in ™The World ilmanaze, 1942"), and to

have beon in contaect receatly vith the ring in Rosario, also
to have recently been in Hendoza.

Other persons mentioned by Falagold s his contaucts in-
clude @ nudber of srgentines- z Jr, Weltz of the Administration
Mevici"; the daughter of Jeior irsch, ex~lover of Generul
Justo; Dr. Horas of the Mianlstry of Foreign Relations; Gorzzlo
Hufloz, irgentios Zonsul now ia the Hinistry; COﬂuaariO Inspector
Fern&n&ez Buzon. And.at an Inn called "La Puerta del Sol" in

¥izea on the Bolivian border a Humanian jew named Blum, who
can-smuggle persons into the nelghboring country. Such persons
would be able to be of serviece to Falngold in his travels, and
suggest to the agent that the Argentine police might not co-
operate in apprehending him. '

last eveninz while the agent %&s taking coffee with F iqbob
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they were joined by one Julio Sartori, who came from Bollvia
~about 8ix weeks ago and spoke of the agent Greitzer of la Faz
- as 1f he were close to him. He wus evidently close to Falngold,
. to whom he spoke in German. This moraling the ageat hid in fxeﬁt
-of the iragon Hotel where Sartorl is staying until he came out,
“trailing him to the Cerman Gonsulate where he appeared to be
known to the doorman. fle is described zs about 1.78 meters tall,
thin in body and fece, with dark skin, "IHitler" type moustache,
military bearing, wearing glasses, elegantly dressed, carrying
-gloves. The agent said he apoke French-and Cerman almost perfectly
_but with enough accent to suggest another country of origin, such
&8 Switzerland, bul he szpoks no Ttalian. ,

The agent considers that these two persons are engaged in
-+ currenoy traffic. He fesls that it is 1mpcssible for him to
. scover the ground clone and emphatically reccmmenfs that the
“Embassy send a trained person to aid him. He has not asked .for
-more than small amounts of money, whith which to live and to
~entertain his contacts.

,. If the Embassy can check any of the above information to
;the extent of considering it worthwhile to send an appropriate
‘investigator here, I would apprecliate advice by telephone in
order to encourage the agent to persevere, I should also welcome
the Embassy's authorization by telephone to disburse a definite
amount of money to the agent, if such bde conaidered worth-while.

- Thirdly, I should appreciate advice as to what further %k
detalls the agent might seek. ind finally, I would like to know
whether reports on this matter should be communicsted by wire in
Brown Code (the only code I have here) mentioning nemes, in case
of urgenoy. ‘ .

It is suggested that the Embassy mibnt wish to inquire the
record of Faingold from La Paz; perh&ps also the racord of José
ateek in Santiago.

. :513¢em1~y yours,

Richard H, Post
American Vice Consul

" Note: The agent also reports having contacted one August rhillip
of Philipp who says he worked for the ¥mbaasy in Buenos iires from kay 1942
until June 1, 1943. He possesses an Argentine cedula about 10 yearsold, also
a German passport, was born in Posesm Cermany, 1s about 47 years old; 6 faet
‘tall, Jewish, with very prominent nose. He says he worked 1n Barilscha making
maps for us, studyling Japanese activities, and later obtaining police and
immigration records for 40 pesos each, uander Butler and O‘connell :
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