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'$UMtARY OF' POS'rAL INTEHCEPTS RELA1l;ING 'rODH.. NICHOLAS A; I<:ARGER 
'. . (prepareci    hapley), . 

"'DI':. 2Ucholas A. Karger,   ; ci't;izen of U.S.; 
. resident of U.S. Spent 10 years in France; studied 

,at Univ. of Paris, receiving Ph. D. in Art. Married. 
(1/fr. Day's rep ort ) 

1938 - List of palntingssold by Karger in Vene,zuela,apparently 
from exhibition of 1938. " (:Mr. Day's report) 

, '.:, ,',' ,,/' 

1938 - June 3 to Aug.' '9, :- Kargerol1.'busl.nesstrip in Venezuela 
for :Newhouse Gallerl'es, of 'New York. (Mr. Day's, report) 

Aug~ 13' to Nov. 25 ... Karger on busines s trip in Europe, 
for Newhouse Galleries, of New York. (Mr. Day's report)

" ", 

1939 - Jan. 20 - Letter 'of this .dateinpossesslon of Karger 
returning ,from Venezuela' (Aug. 44) contains photograph' 
of Mur,illo p~inting belonging :to. a ,friend in New York. 
For sale $16,50.0. ' (Mr. Day'!s :r~port),." 

: ~"':.' 

1940 - Juiy 18,',~'Karger in G~racasr~ceives lette,r from Newhouse 
Galleries about office affairs, especially about buyer 
.looking at the DUrer (priced, ,at $50,000) for a German 
client IIwith lots of moneyli. (Mr. Day's report) 

1942-43 - Karger associated' with greco Galleries of Caracas and 

has business dea-ling!;! "wit1;l Luis ,~. Lopez Mendez and Pedro 

Vallenilla, Venezuelan subjects associated with tllese· 

galleries•. (Mr. Day's',report)'" ,.', . ' 


,1943 -April 20 - Date of invoice (carried by Karger returning 
,from ,Venezuela, Aug. 44) from Imperial Export Co'. Inc. for 
-"Portrait of General,:Miranda lT ,by Baron, Gerard (from ColI. 
of Georges Clemenceau) $2,750, for Greco Galleries, 
Caracas. . (Ivrr. Day's"report) . 

. . 

Dec.17~-·Karger:il1 Lps Ange+~s:writes Lopez Mendez in 
Caracas about sel'lingpairiting (wheIte?) of "Musical Party 

. in Landscape l' .. byJacohusvan' q.er La.emen'. (See .below Under 
May 4) (Mi-. Day's report;,) 

'lG44 -, (Early) -·Kargerplanned to have another exhibit in 
Venezuela. ' Writes Vallenilla in r.egard to stocl:: and lists 
paintings -' including one by Raphael and one by 'l'itian-
that he will send by boat for,the exhibition. (Mr. Day's
report) . ' 

':'" '"I." 

.. 

MarchlO,,;,'Acquavella, in Garacas, reports Karger to be 
anxious .toreturn to Vene.zuela.· itA few we-eks ago he. 
wrote here to all his.i:nfluentlal. f'riendsstating that he 
was prepared to come with an.. imp'ortant exposition. At 
that time, they would havegran'ted hiin.speclalpermission 
to enter the countryfl ~ . A~~la,bringing pal.ntilig s 104 r:- . G' ..,' 

',' . .' J 0) , 
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fromU~S., 1s anxious to anticipate, Karger with an 
exhibit1.on of .his; own, ,forHth~ facility in selling 
IJ.i'Venezuel!7 depends'·solel,y ,upon ·the9-1fficulty in 
receiving Il1erChandise.If·>·i.','.f:tC:I-~9J, :.,' -;- .. , , 

• 	 ~ .' j .•• " ••~~,A.:l-".',.:, .. " '.' ," ~',./. ~: 
':' ."~ ;-:~,:.. '\' . , . ',-' --:-. '.' ~ '.' , . 

May 4 - ,Sworn statement' 6f:thi~ da,t,e (in possession of 
Karger returning from Venezuela in Aug. 44) from 
Silberman Galleries, New York, that the 9 paintings in 
case 7 consigned to the rdnistry of Nat. :education, Wrus. 
of Art, Caracas, are' over 80 y~ars old. List of paint
ings (including'iiFestiva,l ;:jeena" by Van der Laemen Q see 
above, under Dec .. ,17., i9~5.)' " (Ivir. Day's report) • 

. ' ,.,' ~. ~, . ,'1 "" .' ."'., . ' " 

May: 22- Karger:has.'golle to"Vene~tiela for unspecified 
purpose. ' o.xr. ,Day's report). 

June 6' -'Karger in Venezuela: to exhibit and sell objects 
apparently owned by' B-,k and 'perhaps ,others in New Yorlr. 

. '. (Mr. Day's report). 
" 	 .. '. . 

June 7, - Karger. in Caracas receives.:,letter of this date 
fromBYkiil. New ;lork,'\"Iith~~rtlf~Qat:es,:for 5 paintings 
(among, ~~ell1~·MU~tllj)~,s~'I~g}i~~'re;,.,q.6i:}.~e~~i()i::Lu,' certified 
by Mayer,exhiblted Vassar," 38, Dallas ., 56 (Mr. Day's
report).-'" . 

, 
June 2:d-'Karger,{apparently in Venezuela) receives letter 
of this date from Byk in New'Y9rk about important Rembrandt, 
priced ~12,OUO, sending Karger, a photograph and says the 
picture is in private hands, but can get 'it out against a 
substantial amount:: of cas,h::':' Jt Pietr1. haS confidence in me". 
(IIII'. Day's report.') (See' b'~low under sept. 2 and Nov. 21).

" . . 	 ..~, 

July 10 - Karger {apparently in Venezuela) receives letter 
of this date from Byk about ,c,lients'in Maracaibo. 

, (:Mr. Day's report). 

1944 - Aug.' 1 - Karger (,in Venezliela;i appare~tlY) receives letter 
of this date from Byk asking lCarger to send back the 
Ribera 'with other .,pictures becauseByk now has a tlnew 
outlet in .r"iexico,r'br 'Spa~~:'sl;i;:Pfctur~'s..u~( Mr. Day's report) 

" . ,':., " . .;. : ' : .", ,..' ~. ,.,'.,,:. . 

, • ; '" "'. ". • • :' >; ...; \ • ,. l ',~.- -'" \ ~! , . 

Aug. 5'- 'Karger..-has 'so,ld5 "pa~,~tings; t'oamount of $25,700 
to Santaella of Caracas. ' '( Mr •. Day's report). 

Aug. 11 ,~ Karger. lias list of' paintings that he is 
apparently bringing back t'o New York after his exhibit 
in Venezuela - several important pictures included in 
list. {Mr. Daysfs .report').'; 

• 	 • ", • ' ••. ':. I 

Aug. 11, .;,Karger r~t~rning·,:t'ou .s;,}romvenezuela, 
carrying memo of 'sales tc(1ndividuals (in Venezuela) 
on "Proclaimed List~l. ',01-120 

10450'1 
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. Aug. 11 - Karger recently held e.x.hibitlon in Caracas. 
(Mr. Day's report) 

. Aug. 11 - Kargerr~t'l1rnlng 'from Venezuela carrying' , 
photographs and ca'):;alogi.le ,of p'aintillgs Iff?=,om European 
collec,tions" .'(1\Ir~ Day's I'ep~rt). , . 	 . 

11 ;.. .(month not· 'giveri,', b,1.l,t.p~obablybefore Aug., 
since Karger is 6arrying'theJ!'ett~r' when returning 
from ,venezuela to U.S.). ','Left::er of this date signed by 
H. Schaeffer, of Schaeffer Gal1eries,"61-63 East .57th 

St • ., New Yorl-::, with photographs and descriptions of 7 " 

paintings, prices rangingfI,'om $3,000 to 12,000 (including, 

Velasquez, Goya and Drouais) : , 'nl.ve have agreed that these 

Pl1otographs \I~illbe:'sb:01'.lrl onlt t9 private buyers in S .A., 


,., 	 but not· in this countiy, ,and ,will be returned to me ' 
directly after ,use.'!' .'. Th~:yelasquez 'sold to Arismendi;, 
the, Drouais to .I\lrs. ,',Valutini. (Mr. Day's report). 

Aug. 12 - Karger Ii1: H.Y. '. receives letter of this date 
fr<?m Chase in. Venezuela, who says ,he is sending :30 
photographs of the paintings'vihich unnamed seller is 
sending (probably to' Ve~ez.ue·la)f'or. s~le. List of paint
ing enclosed.· Chase seems tohaye some doubt of 
auth.enticity of paintings, ,·Whfch, mB:Y have to be returned 

. to· selle~.(OI-102add)(Reco~d l~o. 384875) 
". • ,~: .. ' , '. ", 	 ,f '",. .~. ' • " ,':, ; " •.' " ' 

Sept. 2, ... Sept. 18 - 'Rembrandt; (apparently the one . . 
mentioned above under June 22) , connected with .Schoneman 
Galleries '& Pietri, to be'sold in venezuela. . (OI-151) 

Oct .. 4 - Karger in N. Y~ look~ at paintings owned by 
Neugebauer (whose paintlngs,-il purchased in switzerland 
and else)Nhere H ~ arestC)r.ediri l'i.-:.{., though owner (Neugebauer) 
is in,yenezuala).? . (C;r~1,20)\ 

.. ',- .., 

oct. 7- Karger in N•• is 'interested in .Neugebauer's 
Vari'Dycli: - price $18,000, .& Ruben's "Bear Hunt'" - $40,000. 
(C1-124) .' . .' 

'Oct. 'll-Karger in H~Y. ,(using address ,of Arnold Seligman 
&!Go.) sends telgram,to 'q.ustavo·Wallisin Caracas (who 
bought paintings from 1938.Karger exhibition in Venezuela) 
nmnitl.$varlous a~t, ob,j~:ets ,he'ha~ .fop-rid at prices ranging 
from $900 to $.2;500 and asking Vlallis ·tp wire whether he 

,wants. tham.(C1-12.9)'. , 
., ;. . : .' 

Nov. 1 -, Karger, inN'.x•.. (Seligman address) cables 
Vallenilla in 	Caracas': .. "May 4ave somebody interested in 
your Rubens portrait. Pl~,asecable if you want to sell it 
and what is lowest 	price". ·rV.allerii1la i13 connected with 
the Greco Galleries in Caracas.). (CI-140) ~ ,e __............-.._._""••_ ... 
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Nov. 8 ,- Karger·inl'i.-t~js;e;ligman:addressl receives cable 
fr·om Gre,co, Ga~leries ,Cara.cas:; ilWe accept. II (CI-144) 

Nov. 21- Rembrandt fapparent'ly the one mentioned above 
under, June22~ 1944, and Sept.! 2, Sept. 18) is to oe 
deliyered by Schoneman'oaileri,:es, N.Y., to Pietri 
(brother of Pietri in vene'zuelar,to~ether with "antique 
certificate in: Spanish"; "after! Suidiihas examined it to 
write an artICle on It..(:CI.;..151) '" . 

• i 'I ,,' ~ ., ,; ,.' .. .) 

.:"i 
'(. ., 

'1\ 
r· 

Conclusion' 

The, ii:J.terdepts de~llng wit,h Karger .indicate that he is 
primarily ~ and,perhaps excluslvely~ - an agent for the sale of· 
art worl{s i:q Venezuela. IIi 193,8.he: was apparently buying (as 
agent for CI: Hew York dealer) :i.n.E~r;ope for. sale in Ve,Iiezuela. 
At various. dated. he WS$ buy1ng ',:tn J{ew Y~;r1c for sale in Venezuela•. 
Pos sibly,but not certainly', !:q:'e:/is'"al:s.8'int'erested in sales in 
New Yorkjsee'interc.epts .dat.ed',:J:uly 18,~,. '40 andNov~ 1, 1944. 
U:ts interest in New York buying uri~er· dates Oct. 4 Be 7, 1944,.: 
mayor may,notbeconnect~d,with Venezuela. 

, ., 
. . 

'rhe intercepts give no prqof,.that 'he, 1.s t;ryingto bring 
art worlcst'r"om Venezuela:,or",',e'I!3'~wh,~pe "in,!? 0,.. the U.S., the' . 
paintings. 11e, wa~ brinp:ing with:,hiniAug.ll, 1944, were probably 
some of those he had: talcen't:o, Venezuela ·.for. the exhibition and
remained' u..l1.so1d. ' , .. ,<, .. :, ":""'1, . '.. ' , 

. .- . -, . 
It 

.'l'he interc;~pt:'~ glve~o'pr.q6~' t'p.atKarger ls 'engaged in 
unlawful deal~ngo;,' that he .. is,tr,a,f,f,-cM;ing. in Nazi loot., 1lhe; 
only doubtful.,caseappears unde~, ::. 11, 1944 (see last entry ,; 
under Aug •. 11), and Schaeffer Il1ayliave had a'legitimate reason 
for the stipulation madet'here., . ' ' . . . 
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OBl'INS. J"ec Rolland 	 .,2 WatCh List 

Iddressesa Avenida Palace Hotel. Lisbon 
54. 57 or 69 rua Castilho, Usbon 
Hotel central. caldas da RaiJlha. Portugal 

SUspected en~ agent; inte~ediary for communications to ene~ countries; 
has transferred large sums to the Argentine end deals in objets d'art 
which are known to have originated in enemy country. (l~ 

Nationality, F.rench•. It is suspected that passPort is not in order. (2) 

Slbject is sid to have lost lett leg in the lastwsr. until 1940 he had 
a rather 	proDdnent position as an antique dealer on the ~ai Voltaire. 
(paris). 	 Immediately atter the armistice he announced himself as being 
100% collaborationist, which ezplains his lack ot difficulties with local 
police in COnIJectiOli with visaes for his many trips between Paris and 
Usbon. 	 Described as cOJqpletely lacldDg in patriotism, perfectly egotistic 
and entirely unscrupulous. 

In the spriDg ot 1941, subject came to Usbon end called on .'F:r8nch Comnercial 
Attache, 	Mr. Henry Bouchet ostensibly on a Ddssion for F.rench Red Cross and 
Secours National. Real Ddssion undetermined. However. he shortly proved 
so impossible that F.rench Commercial Delegation severed all relations. He 
then resumed activities as antique dealer. 

SUbject shares his ~artant with one ),be. Udoine. He handles considerable 
s~s of 	money some of which undoubtedly covered investments on behalf of 
German interests. (3).' Is involved in diamond smuggliDg with the help of i/ 
one Mne. 	Danade who arranges for the use of the Vichy beg for this purpose .,,:/' 
Mue. Udoine arraDges the smuggliDg· on Uriao Fabril boats between Lisbop 

.and Marseille (4). ",' 

SUbject is the manager and partner in the firm LAOS. Ltd•• 69/,rua Castilho, 
5th floor right. Usbon. (5)In a letter to Mrs. Nat Snolin otfNew York. he 
requests permission to turn the business into a limited company. Says they 
can ship various essences to the United states. The address of the business 
is here given as 57 rua Castilho. (60 

Chronological Summary of Information 

~ginal dates are date of information) 

3/15/43 	 Acts as intermediary for correspondence. between Charles and 
J'tlles steverlynck. Prance and Argentina respectively. (7) 



DECLASSIfiED 
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5/29/43 	 Bad farewell dinner for the D'Amade fa1mly. Others: Dr. 
Kreel (Krehl?). Mr. & Mrs. Goursier. Mrs. de lfOnseca. Re
ceived instructions to remain in Lisbon during absence of 
J4:)nier who is leaving fp Vichy. (8) 

6/4/43 	 Said to ,be in confidence of Vichy goverJ:UDent, receiving im
portant 8IIS of money from France, use unknown. Prencn Legation 
appears to dread subject. Is pres\1lled to have come to Portugal 
to purchase property of Phillipe Henriot located at Setubal. (9) 

6/8/43 	 IlIbved from Avenida Palace Hotel to private flat (Tel. 52,887) 
because docaments disappeared from his room just long enoU8h 
for photostating<t: &1bject is in daily contact with Dr. Krehl, 
and their behaviour plainly shows they are engaged in secret 
sctivities. (10) , 

7/27/43 	 Background information from a reliable source. See Paragraphs 
3. 4 and 	5 above. (3) 

8/8/43 	 Wrote to Mrs. Nat Snolin, New York requesting permission to turn 
the business into a -limited company' to save it from e %tinction 
~t.nee a 'bad lot' have started a rival business denouncing the 
w.r1ter and addressee as J'ews. Asks for cabled reply and suggests 
calling business Laos Ltda. Says they can ship various essences 
to the us. States tnat he is in Lisbon in connection with ex- , 
changes for needy Belgians and expects to return to France about 
Septamber but will be back in Lisbon in October. Mme. Lidoine 
will be in charge in his absence. (6) 

9/21/43 	 M:>ving shortly, with Mlle. L:l.doine~ to the former flat of Chavez. 
e:.consul of Bolivia, 65 rua Castilho, whose furniture he bought. 
The development of 'business' said to be reason for moviDg. Atter 
a period during 1Ib1ch. Prench. Minister refused to receive him, sUb
ject seems to have been reinstated and is now a freqUent caller 
at the Legation. SUbject and Mme Lidoine mai~n their black 

Iii
market activities while entertaining and assisting VJ~y and 

, 	 German individuals who came to Lisbon to purchase antiques, pro
perties, etc. &1bject plans to go to Vichy at the end of the 
month. (11) 

9/18/43 	 In..a letter to JUles Steverlynck, subject states that Laos Ltda. 
wants commercial relations between fir.ms in Portugal and French 
Equatorial Africa. (12) 

9/30/43 	 In a very suspiciously flowery and hypocritical letter to Miss 
Alice Aubry of lOndon, sub ject expresses extreme anti- commun:J st 
and collaborationist views, and says he is soon returning to 
France after B months I absence. (13) 

104517 
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11/21/43 	 Is at- Lisbon and is e]pected togo to O,porto next day. 
Visits Dr. Iniz de.AlIDeida Braga, a Royalist and chief of 
the National Sindicalists at Braga. (2 ) 

At.-rived at Porto 12/7/43 where he miet Alexander Barre and 
Davila, an Axis agent. returning to Lisbon s~ dB)"_ (14) 

12/16/43 	 Is iq>risoned i,n Lisbon, at the disposal of the PVDE (Portu
guese police with Gestapo connections). Reason unknoWn. (15) 

12/18/43 :N)tice in ?ortr'l!w.ese paper "0 Seculo· announces that subject 
, is the sole agent for Portugal and colonies for the ~an1sh 
'. weaver's looms 'Picuol.' (6) 

21.1./44 	 Pay-s nuarous visits to the F.rench Consulate and Legation. (16) 

3/8/44 	 Recommended .M. F. de Souza Couti:aho for a position as trans
lator in the F.rench Legation, Lisbon. (17) 

3/30/44 	 Involved in diaIOOnd smuggl1Dg, using Vichy bag with the as
sistance of Mlle. Danade and Miss Lidoine who arranges with 
Uriao liabril boats between Lisbon and Marseilles. (i;8)C"') 

1/8/45 	 Letter to Steverlynck , Buenos Aires says subject has been 
in Caldas da Rai:aha for six months (addressPibste Restente, 
Hotel Central) and has just received permission to go to 
Lisbon 15 days a month. Says he was put on Black Ust though 
he never did anythiDg wrong. Offers an early- 16th century
primitive, 'Descent from the Cross' for 300 contos (about 
$12,000). which he says he oWns. (35) ll'6) 

Individuals%nvolved with SUbject 

Aubry, Miss Alice. Correspondent in London 

Coutinho, M. F. de Souza. Portuguese with interests in oil, contacts 
with Gulgenldan and L. G. HUntley,oil men in Portugal at 

~~present. ' 

Barro, Alexander 

Dt..Amade. Col Rene and wife. He is notoriously- pro-German military 
attache,of the F.rencn Legation in Lisbon 

Dan.ade,!!ue. Probably MDe. DtAmade. above., 

, ' 
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Braga, Ilr'. luis de Almeida. Royalist and chief of the National S1ndical
ists at Braga. 

{llbllSeoa, Mrs. de 

Goursier, :Mr. and :Mrs. 

Krehl, Ir. Wolfgang. German lawyer (economic counsellor) who came to 
Portugal 27 Fab 43 ostensibly to look atter the interests of Queen 
Amelia of Portugal (who has Hohenzollern cOllllexiollS). Is very 
active. in the eerm&n cause and is suspected of Abwehr cOllllectiollS • 

. .. :~.,-

I1doille. Miss or . lbe. Slbjectts mistress. . 

Sllolin, Mr's.. Nat. New York pertner(?) in subjeot's 'business.' 

Steverlynck, Charles and JUl~8. The tormer probably in Belgium, the 
latter in Buenos A1res~ SUbject is intermediary tor correspondence. 

Sources 

1. Memo trom Peters t 3/30/44 
2. H 4443 
3. BD-241-65l 
4. :xx 150' Br. - XI.J{ 279 
5. H 4519 
6. BER 19240 
1. S1 21342 
8. BD 241-112 
9. 1...953 
10. BD 241..418 
11. H1l96 
12. S1 44885 
13. LON/82760/43 

~i4. H 4869 

15. H 4520 
16. H 5151 
11. A 25651 (H 5584)
18. X 1382 s:r 
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,;if' 
16 March 1945 

OsrINS, Jean Rolland 

Additional data tram censorship sources, to be addei 
to dossier prepared 7 March 1945 • 

.A letter of 23 August 1941 from Nat SMOLIN, 200 West 57 st., NYC to 
subjeot in care ot Banque Ultramarino, rue du Commeroe, Lisbon, discusses 
the possibility ot'selliDg tine pictures in the Uat to be supplied by 
shject.· .16nly very well known ones •• can be sold in the way you su.!
gest. If I find a buyer, you must be ready to send me dOc:lllll9nts, photo
graphs, e:xpert opinions. etc. • ••• AmOng the moderns. Rouault and Pi.asso 
are easily sold,provided they are tamous pictures and ot very good quality• 
•• We can do several million dollar's worth of business if what we can 
offer is suitable and if the payments present no dangers. \I (19) " 

Letter from shject to lsonard Sl'EVERLYNCK, PO 558, Montevideo, Uruguay 
gives his addressee in care of MLle. BIDONIE, 116 rua Arthiliria. tlIl4. 4. 
Lisbon. Examiner's note says the latter name i~ clearly written in this 
eomunication and may be taken for the correct ~elliDg of the lady pre
viously listed as LIDORI~ or LlDOINJ!;. (.IYlarch 15. 1943). (20) 

Letter trom subject to JUles Sl'EvERLYNCK. 1475 Alsina. Buenos Aires, asks 
it he would like to buy art objects with the ,funds he (addressee) has 
available in Belgium. (21) , 

'11 
" Notel 	 Later corre~ondence with Nat SMOLIN gives his address as 

61 Washington Square &>uth NYC (29 APril 43) or .300 west 108 
st•• NYC. aecordiDg to cable from subjeot, ,,6 .April 43). (22) 

&>urcesl 
19. BER 50866, 23 .August 1941 
20. SJ' 30462. 15 M9.rch 4.3 
21. SJ' 30463. 19 March 43 
22. NYC 435 • .363-A 8Ild NYC 394,OOl-A 
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'JORGE RADO 
CALLE BAll MARTIN lJ1.U 
3rd FLOOR 
BUENOS AIRFS , 

. Reliable sources have indicate<i that on July 7, 1943, Jorge R.ado,; 
Roberto del RLo Ui:98,santiago, Chile, addressed a. letter to Ignace Krause of 
Zurich, SWitzerland, in which Sldo advised Krause that he was then living in 

.	santiago and was employed in a tannery there." The purpose of this letter was 
~o inquire of Krause for latest news· of a mutual school friend, one Max de 
Pecs. This letter indicated that up' until 1940 Rado was in Japan. . 

. Another reliable source has stated that Doctor Jorge Rado, Calle San 
Martin 1143, 3rd Floor, Buenos Aires, 'Was in receipt of a letter from LesUe 
Fuchs of, the cross Ocean Trading Company, 143 west 96th street, New York City_ 

, This letter·indicated that Rado was filing his application for a visa for the 
·1 	 United states. Fuchs suggestec;i to Hado 'that he withhold some information, to 

facilitate receipt of his visa,particular refEilreuce being made to the extensive 
travels. made by aadowhich Fu~hs stated are-always looked on with suspicion•. 
Fuchs made the following 'statement in this letter, "It is unpleasant that you 
could not get an affidavit about yourself~ It is not necessary to give an 
official document, just a balance about hoW maily paintings you have, their worth, 
your worth. and your ,l.ast year IS iJ'lcome. You may have it signed with consulate.
Some kind of verification is necessarY but no one Will count your' paintings or 
examine them if they are framea or .not. Yoti may say what you want even if they 
believe' it or not. 'Ir;r' to get such a list and send it to us that we should 
prove that' you are independent and that your existence is assured." 

. 	 -.'" . .' . . . 

Through other reliable sources it was ascertained that Doctor Jorge 
.. Rado of Buenos Aires in a letter to George a~ Hestereny; 306 west 75th street, 
-O>New York City, stated that he had a collection of four paintings by Molanr 

which are:, ,(1) "Christ Before P.tJ.atell , (2) "The Mount of OJ+ves", (3) "The 
Crucifixion" and (4) "The Resurrection". Rildo. offereCi these paintings for sale 
in New York at $900' (U.S.C.) indicating "they are- cheaper than I paid there" 
(Hungary). Rli.do. also stated that he had al.8.rge'picture by Naray Aeirel 
(phonetic) which he wOUld sell for $450 (u.s.C.). 

, . c:# 	 ' 

. Reliable sources have stated that the Argentine vessel "5S Rio Jachal" 
sail6dfran BtLenos Aires on Febru.ary 15, 1945, With NeW orleans as its'desti-' 
nation~ Jorge Rado and his family were booked a.Ss8condcl8.ss passengers to 
Tampico, Mexico •. .HiLdo is 32 years of age, HUrigariari' national, who gives his 
occupation as an organizer of expositions. His wife,' Clara, is 28 years of age
and a Hungarian national. 'Ihey have one son, Tomas, who is' 2i years of age and 
an Argentine by ,birth. . 

! 
I 

. 	 I , 
j 

j' 

1 l 4r'f)t) _ L ..) ,'.. t., 
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Ceuorship latercept 

l'rOlIlI 	 DR.:raJR'.l' aJ.'A'VEN!I.AGEN '1'0. lIR.:RICHARD ZINBIR 
BAN BERNA.RDINO 18 7022 JWa Sl'RE'Zl' 
mEXLCO. D.lI'•.(COL DEL VALLI) J'OD81' BII..'U3. L.I•• Nt 

Date of CoDlflUllcatiOD' 10 laJlU&r1 1945 

Sender 	states. 

'Give 11lI' love to our llttle flo".r sirl, (See Ex. notes), you can't 
im&&1ne how we are 10:ag111B for her. But. if she does not want to stay 
with us, she will feel well 'With ,ou, I hope. But don't let her &0" 

, 

SeD4er iDfom.!l.';ldc!ressee that atter much difficulty he has shipped the, 
case (See notes). Ire S878. 

t •• As soon as I will hear, that it fiDally C8118 in ,our posession (sio) 
I will be calmed again aDd I cEirtaiDly know, that the whole matter coul4n't 
be 1D better. hands, than in yours.' 

Exem'hlera NOte. 

1. N!' 380989 from addressee to ..IMler, dated 1Wle 19, 1944 discl08e. 
that Zi.aer stated that stavellhaaen must depend entirely on hi8 Oft 
capabillties, especially in comaection 111 th tithe picture- as he (Ziuer) 
could not· be 'invol'Yed. Zinser eaolo..d a photop'fG)h of a paintiJ18 by 
Pisanello 'Porfile of a ~d,.. statiDs that it was in oolleotioaof the 
National Gallery 0 f ,ArtWuh1ngton De C. and was a coq>won panel ot the 
aboft untioaed 'picture'."Ziuar wer.ued staveJ1ha.gen that eftn the painter's 
aame of the 'PlJlk LadY' shOuld 'not ~peai" in tuture' correspondenoe, and 
requested StaT8nbagen not to ask 8lI7 questions. 

2. SA 2l222.trom. B.D. Zimmer, A'Y. Newton 4.3, Menco, Dr to addressee dated 
Sept. 1 1944 di80lose8 that addressee shipped ZlDllll8r, OIl staftDhagen's ad
vice, apaintiDg by PisaneUo, whiCh' Z1.ID8r reported ... 'auspioious to the 
point that the .American ,goftrD1llent has iD'Yestigate4~ I Z1DIIMtr atated that 
he 11) uld ntt be invol'Y84 in deali. of this kind, and that he would 
deUver the paiatillB to staveDhage OIl Ziuer'a personal order• 

.3. SA2124'i6 from addressee to seA.~e4 10 Sept. 10, 1944 41aclo88. 

that adcar.8s~e 1& discuaiDg, the Shi'~+~""'~"'N. ~ ZiaD8)- ~~e.",~._..~~... 
, ," , 	 • '<. . 1i L atEO V'dV1~ -a-1-8 

'~UN~lUlNl\~,[i 	 : - O~' ((~~~~
' 	

. 

,-"",,",'.....'."'J~'II','!~ 
"'I,III"/""..J"".,""

, . I 04~5 :~ 3 I--~. 
, , 



'. ' 

,,;,~" :~',~, '\"C::,:· ~~Xt:i'~~:'~'\ ~;,:~\:'(\'A~ :,,: 
, '.' , u ",i • H....II•.;.' , ,', ' ,

~,',,-,,'" . ~.,,, .. 
, ',.,;, .' 

. ",' . ,",. ":""', ,,:>.;:"-}'~~f':)';:~<~~'_' ~::~~ ~~;.:«<-'" _~~ ". 
StaveDha&en'to take, obarg~, ~~:~en~i~;,\th;~i~~,~~DIB,!l,t,'t1aok t,o New York, 
regardles8 ~t, ',~ .. ~~~e~',;~~:~~.~,~~":~ ~~~~:l.~:~1;,..~:.t~a~. be was w&1t
iJJg to bave tbe sbipment baok u'i'8oon"u::p0881ble. 

I"~ '~"~' ;,3.'" ,:',', .. ,:~\:-< ,,~j;-'/~:ffi:";~~';'~';_; ~ .",' 
4. SA P'IN~l003 from<sender"'to" ad.dJ:'888ee, dated oot. 7 1944 covers 
S oOmDuntoation in whioh, StaveDhagehstated." ' " 

, ':. - ,'.' .~' ~'., ,~l: _"":~".» .. ':: ..~~.,"," 
'JUst one, more word ooDfidential.~ll :YoukDow, tbat Jq beart still beloDgs 
to the little '. floW8~;:~i~~,."aA~,,,;IXi~#.~~,~elr:!~#,~::,~hat,.~ewtll not be separate.
for good,- It would;'b'e:r'terrt'til•.;:'tort.~ because;,r:re811y loved her and. I 

. "~,,,,", ... '" u. -',;'r.·•.:,-, ~'...~d,••, '1"< '+<!' >.,P",t' "~~""":-'''.O''''''·~~·''''~t'''''''',2 t ;':'\:"7' !_~',"'i": ",'- ~:!-...:;-' ,/1,'>111.',-:;",: ... ""~,.,,. ", • ~ 

bad sGoOD.tidenoe ,J~Dd ~,beli~ye':',~(~Jio )~~'~D. ~er~)' Dc;J:,.'yOu<tb1Dk it pos8ible, that 
I will aee bel' asa1n'~'o~ Ci010u know bel" :intentionS for the future? If 80, 
, please let me kDow. ,After.. 811tbe letters I got t I was sure that abe could 
stay witb me and I thought. that ,we overoame all diffioultiea.' Sender 
added that there were some men .",ry JiaaIah ,intere8ted in her•. 

, .• .,.,,' " "_I}': ;"~_:~~.»'''''~.,;~",:~:{~::, ~"~!:< :Y~_'>:",:'."(jt~' :<:.1 ::'-:.:';;':. ' ., '. , . 

.' ."', 

'." 

, ..... 

.... ~.. : ' .. ' ..", ". 
". f 

_ «')0. .. , 

C:f~~{l:\ r:.~~!'iV,f~~ t:::i,,;
".J\,:t,'t.~c..',\·.J,:..:l:)~(i>"''':l ':~; '''<' .. ' ~r ~';.\,' 

.' . ~ ,~': :', ': ,"",' ,..rr. -" :.. h' 

.,:"'-, 
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Re : Dn. KE1i'T STAI[ENHAGEN 
San Bernardino 18, Colonia del Valle, Mexico, D. P • 

. Reliable sources of ifl.i'ormation have furnished the following information 
concerning Dr. Kent Sta~ennagen: 

During the year 1941 several meetings were held in Sta:venhagen's 
·residence in I'I'lexic6-nity. The purpose of these meetings was to influence the 
wealthy Jewish persons who att,ended to believe the best wa.y to combat Nazism' 
was to support Conununism. Contributions were solicited from those nresent for 
the benefit of the Free German J.10vement. 

~( " 

staveilhagen has bought and sold nu.rnerous precious stones and has purcJ:-!3.sed 
several paintings from art dealers in the United states. He has alse lent his' . 
aid to several, European refugees who were desirous of entering Mexico. '" 

On August 7, 1942, Stavenhagen1s app1ication'for are-entry permit: to 
the United states was given unfavorable consideration by the DepartmentaL 

. Committee, which opinion was uphelc. by the Interdepartmental. Visa:'FH~yiew 
Committee on August 11~ 1942, and again by the Interdepartmental Commit'tee 
Number II on October 1, 1942. This latter opinion was rendored in spite of a 
request .of a representative of tne War Production Board :who stated it, vfOuldbe 
desirable for .the applicant to be in :Mexico to ::;timulatethe production of a 

~ special' type of mica needed in the war efforto' On October, 12" 1942," Division C 
.' of t.he Visa. Review Comrnittee again rendered c:n unfavorable opinicn j_n conriection i:,{l 
with this application giving as an. additional reason that before the beginning xl" 
of the war stavenhagen used a Dutch 'passport to proceed from Holland to Engl¥d, . 

I 	 stating that he wanted. it for protectiono He later .varie,~ this t~st::l.mony· and, 
I 

!' 	 said that he did not know why he wanted it. It is·to be noted thath$ had a 
valid German passP9rt at this time. With regard to the ,Dutch pass,#'rt, informa.:.. 
tion was furnished to the Br.itish Ministry of Economic Warfare by~the Netherlandsi 

i authorities that tl).e Dutch passport appeared to be a fergeryand certa.iE of, its 
pages had been treated with acid and a hew photoLrr~ph had been inser.t.ed• 

..". 
. In March, 1945, Dr. staYe!"..1iagEm advioed an associate" Mr •. Paul de 

'Koenisberg, that he had sold several watches.and paintings including the Beechy, 
painting of Marshall Bluch'(3r, the Berkheide, thE? Beccafu.llli, the' de la Pacchia 
and the Van der stry. 

, , 

I 
I In October; 1941., Dr. stavenhagen sent to la Dr. }.l:ax schwabacher, ~.' 
i, 	 Santiago, Chile,. aba~1.k draft for $46,500 Chileanpes,os draYffi by Paula Chede 
( 	 Koenigs'berg. 
\ 

Dro stavenhagen .vas born on     y~He is 
5'9" in height and. has brown eyes•. He      sional 
'expert deaHng -in diamonds ano, othEir precious stones. 
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For several discussing in morc or les6 . 
guarded terms a presumably valuable painting,. which they claim is. 
Pisa:p.ello I s "Une .. Princesse d tEste, "also described as "The Flower 
Girl" .and the. npink Lady." The original painting which was in the 
Louvrewa,s~sti~ted ,at $2.50,000. M. Rene Huyghe,Chief' Curatqr 
of ?a.intings:'attheLouvreMuscuni,·. has writtenthut all 

From FOREIGN ECONOMIC AIMINISTRATION Pre1im1na:ry Report, ~ 5, 1945, "Looted Art 
in Occapied Territories, Neu.tral CoWltries and. Latin America." p. 39. 
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Ind., - SO• .America ' 
, ,:Menco ' 

Letter fromeubjectto Richard ZINSER (qT) reTeals tbatZiuer shipped to sUbjeot at 
the adTioeot Dr. 'KUrt Sl'AV1!!NB'.AtlEN (qT) a painting by Pisanello, which Zimlter reported 
W&8 'suspicious to the P9int that the American goTernment has investigated.- SUbject 
stated that he would not be invo1ve,d in dea~illgs ot this kind and that he would deliver 
the paintillg to stavelJhegen .on Zinser's personsl order. (1) 

Connected with PRIMERA Inudstria Mexicans de Diamantes, S.A. (2) 

0) FBI Report -'no information 
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1. SA 212222.1 .Sept 44
2. .SAF1!.HAVEN" List, .21 Nov 45 (Western Hemisphere file) 

.... 
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R (ichard) H. 

Address: 7022 M:lnse St." Forest Rills. NY 
.;, , 

.." ....' 

, ZINSER. 

, , 

corresponding" wHh Kurt~"TAVENHAGEN. 18 San Bernardino. Colonia del Valle, Mexico,DF
art 'dealer - regarding a" Durer print. Adam and Eve. which St avenhagen wanted delivered 

"to 11Jrs. Isabel Hill (q.v.). SUbject writes that the print WElS solG: at Par'ke Bernet 
IIlast week" for llOO, •• ""but the service you ask me to do cannot be pursued at"this 

"time •• but I advise you net to come back to these things unless I cail upon you. If (1) 

~~w subject is to acquire the print is not clear. EL) 

Offers "Renoir l'!:!!.!to Sl'AVENRAGl!:N for $9000. (2) 

Letter ,6 Simon BENIN. Mexico City" (qv) reports "of re~ults of NY auction(3) 

See" SI'AVENRAGl!:N cards for reports on correspondence regardiDg pisanelio picture and 
.~he little flower girl,. which appears to be very suspicious., 

IBtter fro~ Sl'AV'ENHAGEN reports an offer, of $5000 f()r the Renoir l!!!!." and aSks sulij$ct

to write his reaction to this low offer in a letter" which" can be shown to client. (4) 


, ' 

$;)urces here consider him shrewd, with instict for good "things with no "great knowledge" 
of them. Was formerly a jeweller tnStuttgart, married to ,a Belgian. Bought some 
thiDgs in ,US but origih of some of" thiDgs brought from Ge~y is unknOwn. COnsidered 
unreli~ble,but reputation may be due to jealousy of his "sucQe~sful 0 ' "ti" ' , I 
other~ealers. (5) "peraonsby 

I Als'qsee folder on Western Hemisphe're Study contfnued 
L-____ "", ' ~,,-"-"~~~. """,, , ,,' ,- ." -"," - ,,- - - .. '" - ," '. .. ' .._._-,-,-,~ 



. . '2.:..$2152~a.25 ·Janq.$ . ~-. 

.3- ..&2~5296, '2-5 Jan~45., 

....::4~' ....,86.: 21.5579.,·1:1 Feb'AS" 

'. '5~ " Sachs, J~' 'Rosenberg, ,G~' Swarzensld.· 

" 6. 


',. 

' ... ,' 
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Ind.' -USA 
. ·-2

ZINSER, Richard H . I
I 

. Formerly an officer in the German army. Is said to be under suspicion I 
of being a German agent, along with his wife, but reasons for .this-,:,·· " ....• 

. ' 1inkiieWn•. (Sf 

~Ubject received letter trom Dr. Jiurt Stavenhagen dated 7 May with 
.'Statement covering paintings' shipped during past year.'" l7) 

Card at Iberian DeSk, no additional ORION 1ntoDnation(8/28/45)~ 

(8) FBI Report 

f 

i 
! ., 
i 
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,Re'port from tlGeorge1f ;fi:led, we~tel"nHemisphere StUdX. 4, May 45 
:sA":;g17747 7 May,1945 

, ' 
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EOONOMIOW.AR.li'ARE DEP.AR'rM]NT. 
FOREIGN OJ?FICE.' 

~e OommerioaJ. .Secretariat, 
British Legation
B~.· ' , 
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I . IDONOlvlIC WARFARE DEPA:RrMBNT, 
FOREIGN OFFIOE, 

Berkeley Square House, 
Berkeley Square, W.l•. 

4th June 1945. 

]lear Oooper, 

We learn that on March 9th, Paul Graupe, New York asked 
.Dr. Gerd Lanz ofZurioh for information .on what happened re . 
WenCUarui.; and i.tl partioula.rii." whether the Altdorf'er oould be reoovered. 
r- ....'- '. .' . 

We understand that Paul Graupe is the ovmer of a painting by 
the famous painter, Altaoffer. When he lef't France, he asked Hans 
Wendland to takei;he painting f'.rom Francie to Switzerland and· keep it 
for h:i.ro.. Having heard' nothing from· Wendland for two and a half' 
years, Paul Graupe has started a suit for· damages against Wendland, 
and. his enquiry,to Zurioh' was oonoeming this action. 

The above ini'onnation was received from the Amerioan Embassy' 
here and is passed to you for your records.• 

Yours sincerely,. 

T.H. OLARK~ 

Wing Oorilln8nder D. Oooper, 
M. F .A. & A. Branch, 

Room 3/14, Flat No 22, 

13;23 Nevem NJ.8nSions, 

Warwick Road, S.W.S.· 


.. 
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September 26, 1945 

SECRET 
Subject: Hans '\'VE NDLAND , Art Dealer 

1. Early reports and information from the Primer show 
:this man to ~e a highly suspect art dealer, an agent for the 
l;<'ischer Art Gallery in Lucerne, an art impoI'ter, a suspected 
"buyer II for. tl).e GOERING co lIe ctlon, and a suspe cted sale sman 
for pictures stolen from :"'rance--the proceeds of the latter 
sales bein~ credited to ths accounteof RIBB~NTROP.'- . 

, 2. In £i1ebruary 1945 subject was reported living at 
the Bois d'Avault (Bellevue) Geneva, in the property of the 
Count Maurige de HANO'I' d'Hartoy, Oonsul for the Dominican 
.Republic. .L n Iv:ay 1945 he was reported to have rented a small 
house in Geneva for three years. lie apparently released his 
entire staff and stored,or disposed of, his tapestries, 
furni ture and pa intin@lo ..At this time he allied himse If 'Ni th 
the Fre ie s Deut schlm d group, 8iving them financia 1 support. 
Subject's niece holds a Mexican passport and was secretary in 
Germany for a Swiss diplqmat. WENDLAND is reported to have 
been attempting to transfer part of his large fortune to her 
name. 

3. WENDLAND claims to be Jewish and to have saved 
the fortunes ·of .many Jewlsh fri~nds .in Germany. He ts reported 
to have. connecttons with a New York art dealer, a certain ': 
HEIUtIAN or HlnriIANN. Another New Yor;.;: man, oneIYE:INHEIM,is 
repor ted to be a partner of NENDLAND' s. In July of t'o:t s year 
an Austrian artist named WOI'RUBA is reported to have b~n 
preparing to leave Switzerland to settle some joint a&counts 
in single paintings for WENDLAND in Paris. 

4. During the German occupation, WENDLAND'S wife made 
numerous tri.t)?l to Paris to buy and sell jewels for her lover, 
Comte Bernar~rd'ONCIb;U, who lived at l'J.onte Carlo, but who later 
moved to st ••.'lor i tz'. In ~ugust a report. from an exce llent 
SWiss source stated that Simeon HIHSCflLAND, of Geneva, an important 
private banker frOM Berlin, was trying to pass WENDL1~ND off as 
a ,Jew and to se cure him an Argentime pa ssport. HIHSCH~AND also 
appears to be an ar·t co llector and part time dea leI'. he is known 
to have worked with a certain Dr. FEIS'l' in sellihg pictures from 
Holland and Germany in SwitzerlanCi•. HlriSDHLAIW receives money 
from the United States and appears to have well placed connections 
there. 

• 
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SECRET-2
D 

'5. With the foregoing as background, a report 
received here dated '25 September 1945 states that one iHGEL, 
an Au strian, married t oa British ,woman, a cted as an art 
dealer in Earis during the occupation. 'Li here he sold many 
paintings to Professor HABERS'I'OCl\, who our source reported to 
have been one of GOERIKG's purchasing agents. (As our source 
also says that nABERS'rOCK is under arrest in the American Zone 
in Germany, this inforraatioh should be che cked.) After the ' 
liber~tion of France, ENGEL got himself appointed by the 
Securite I\lilitaire as their art· expert and, as such, was sent 
t03witzerland. Here WENDLAND met and bOUfSht the man. ENGEL 
sold some of 'NENDLMW's paintings for 300,000 S-vviss francs 
and arranged to have the re st of Vv.2;NDLAND's a ssets' transferred 
to France. With these paintings and the money the pair intended 
to cpen an a.rt,-store fn lJaris. ENGBL promised WENDLA:Nl) that he 
wortld get him the necessary visas and have his name removed 
froln the. French Black Li.?t, vlfhich he seems to have accomplished, 
as WENDUND is again in .l:'~rance. 

6.' We are most interested in any additional inforfu
tion on the personalities mentioned herein. 

t 
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'il "'iAl"11 an .1.1, Jr... , 

.,:,Jc~nd.la.nd, Itt:' >lo 'fheodol'" 
:Pischel" 9 Swles sU.bject
ras:i.ding tn lucerne, 
},~ '" ',JeinP(;:rger, address 
tm1:mo'l.'m, ~lnd Thornas 
.'1gnew " i30ns, English
.firm!> 43 Old 1301":1,(1 street, 
London" 
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'£'.:~g;i.d:tng :tn Pal'is..., 
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in Paris. 
Copy of Vaucher card 

'lJIil!!l'IDI4ND, Hans Ind. - Switzerland 

(German) I - 1245 

Address: . Bois d'Avault, Bellevue, Geneva. (Cooper) 


Collector and art dealer. 

Good expert, specially on Italian paintings, but thoroughly dishonest. 


Used to live in Berlin, then settled in Lugano, where he was engaged in buying 

picture!3. He has also been living in Paris before the war. His wife is French. 


Was a partner of REBER until about 15 years ago. Then they went to law, and are 

not working together anjlInore. (B/a Cz. &, S.H.) 


Present activities: Is said to have' been buying pictures in Switzerland and on 
the Cote d'Azur, or to have requis1tionedthem (see No. 255, C/2 WO).

Has soldHe--r.racr:rtt-b'e-se'l'l'mg looted works of art on the Swiss market. (B/2 T.W.E.) 
He 1s certainly working for. the FISCHER Gallery in Lucerne. (Ell S.H.) (1) &: (2) 

(2?) F~ Report, Aug 45, p.33 - Adequate resum( from sources (1) and (11) chiefly. 
and p.23, 25. - same 

Sold pictures looted by the ERR through HOFER of Berlin. Bought from BIRSCHANSKY 
(Cooper addition to his Vaucher card). 
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1. Vaucher Committee card 
2. MFA.-'\. INTRA/62979, 10-30-44. Rpt. to Roberts Commission 

Swiss Desk, Checked 12 July, nothing 
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i· BIRSHANSKI (qv-1'rance) sold ;this Degas (Mme Camus at the Piano) to subje~t, • 
I' after· it was stolen from. the(A).phonse KANN collection in Paris. (7) '\ '; 

./ .\ ,(formerly in ROSENBEIlG Collection (7) !~\. 
t, \ ; ';j I , • ; it " 

11 
a4.4"_hJU· b i1 :#iJe±;;lQ-'i£&2 . til·" wE~1l!!' f 
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Oooper Report on Switzerland,, 
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Ind. - SWitzerland IL" 

Mdresl!Js Hotel National, Illcerne 

Made frequent trips between SWitzerland and France. Deals with P. GRAUPE (qv). NIB 
and .A. GOLDBCHMII7I'. (qv). CUba. though he seems to have fallen out with the 'latter 
by NOv. 1941. (9). Report 01'18 jan 44 states that he exohaQged a GrUnewa~dPortrait 
of a Man which he found in England in 1939 with the Mmich Pinakothek for a Raphael, 
a n>u whioh he soon sold. and Rubens M9donna and Child. Has also bought and sold . 
pictures from ROSENBERG., (4) 

Is said to have made a fortune selling to prominent German buyers. especially RA.BE:a
srOCK. Has laisse...passer for both zones in Franoe. keeps a large apartment at.the 
Ritz (Paris) and buys every ilqportant picture that turns UP. especially jewish pro-- . 
perty whioh 1I8S very cheap. Is the riohest dealer in Illcerne. (5) 

TwO looal souroes agree that subject is a speoulator of doubtful oharaoter, though 
having considerable taste and knowledge.. Has been close to REBER· (qv) and has 
dealt with many international houses., (6) 
GRAurE is suing subject for recovery of painting by Altdorfer which he entrusted 
to subject tor safekeeping when Graupe left France, Has not heard from subject tor 
~~~·m .' 
Worked with GOT'nOl"lHllrrTYn' hI'I'OATTn'Il' .T1"T'I':IT'I\'I'O'C'DI"t'Il'D~u..LIJ. \,U"\A....... :~"".L=~\zJ;:dl. "w 0 cannot do bUSiness: under present 
conditions.' c:s> 



Cable to Dr. Gerd I.ANZt Zurich from GRJmPE in Bafehaven filEls; st~te Dept. t 

. dated 9 Mar 45, no intarceRt number•. 

8. F.FC report, letter from De~,EREYtoFOWIESt 6 Oct 41. 

f 
j 

, I 
~ 
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-3- Ind.-switzerland 

SUbject is said to be the -natural son of the Kaiser or the King of Saxony.
Was a Prussian officer in World War I. EmPloyed for a while. in Kaiser Friedrich 

Mlseum., Berlin (See J. Rosenberg). later became an art dealer travelling ex

tensively. Described as "extremely intelligent about art matters with a penchant 

for complicating the simplest things. (9- quoae is from 5 also). Had joint 

participation with Theodor FI::cHER in GHAiJt>E's pictures; was often financed by 

FISCHER. ,(9) 


Is reported to have bought Degas Mme. Camus at the Fiano formerly in the Rosenberg 
collection, fromBIRSCRANSKl, Faris dealer said to be in the US since 1942. (~O) 

. See dossier on FISCHER for further data on p icnures from Rosenberg collection 
reported to have passed through subject's hands•. 

NOv. 1942 received a whole railroad car of art works from Paris, which were 
cleared through L~VA.~t agents, in Lausanne. Took two vanloads of art works frOm 
Lucerne and one from Basle when he moved to Geneva from Lucerne, these said to have 
arrived from Itsly in early Nov. 1943. Has been_ working in. close cooperation wi th 
German Legation in Berne and with Andreas ROFER (q.v.) in Berlin. stated that Herr 
Helmut BEYER (q.v.) is the member of the German lJ:lgation. employed in conveying pic
tures across German border. (11) 

In contact with LE:ROY. now in SWitzerland. (12) 

The above mentioned sale~ of ~ne. Camus at the Piano to subject
took place after it had been stolen-from the-Alphonse KANN,collection
in Paris~(13) . , continued 
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9. FFC ReportNY8-2818, Jan 44. 
10. IN - 9321, 4 APril 1945. 
11. . Cooper SWitz. rpt. 22-3-45 INrR/655/2/1>U"A 
12. Vaucher draft list of French dealers 23-3-45. 
13. INTR/655/2/MFA 22-3-45 



-4- Ind. - SWitzerland 

Brit. Legation, Berne reparts thatLAVANCHY, hitherto four.ld reliable. have searched 
their records back to 1940 e.nd find no trace of a railroad car for subject. (14) 
Has been known to Dr. Hans SCH.J:lEIDER (reliable .s;viss source) si~ce 1914. but SCHI~IDER 
tras had nothing to .. do with hi~n lately. subject is said to have had difficulties -I"lith 
S\'iiss police. Has travelled frequently between Geneva alldFI'ance during the oiBcupatiqn. 
Has very valuable pictures stored vlith Collabor&.tors in France. (15) 

Documents captured at Berchtesgaden identify Subject as ZUrich art dealer 
and connect him wi tl~ Goering 1 s art transactions 1942-:-44. (16) 

Villa subjeot rented in Sritzerla,nd be~nged to Oount RANC1l' D'HARl'O!' (qv). (,.7) 

French Source atates that PErR.AZZINI. an old SWiss oat'alry Off.icer and trafficker was 
in contact with sub je ct. (1.8) 

Married to Charlotte WENLA.ND (real name: Simons HERvrESOORF), who lived at Bois d'Avault, 
Bellevue, Geneva until May 15, 1945. Subject is reported to have accumulated works 
of art at this address: (18) 

See also SAFEHAVEN REPORT, XX 7376, 15 June 45 ,. 

Re Nos. 11 and 15 above , subject novt reported to have WOrked through transport firm 
of Bondi in Paris. (19) . 

._, 
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14.XL9718. SAFEHAVEN Ref. NO. 30, :3 I;!lay 45 

15. XL9928. SAFEF.A:VEN No. 40, 10 l~y 45. London 


16. XX 7255 2 June 45 


17. x.y.,.7673 (card from ORION,. London- Fr. source) 
18. 'D-7675 - card from ORION, U>ndon - Fr. source. 
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Hans 

Subject reported to have been connected with German Consul POLACK 
MOSCH (qv). b:t (20) 

. -5 Ind~ -	 Switzerland 
.. 

(qv) and von 

(21) XL 	15175 18-9-45 p. l7~18 
(22) 	xx: 9037-4 9-l7~45 - Lette~l.tJ:opm. subject to FISCHER re 3 million trancs of OOHMJi:R 

, used for purchase of "IvIadame Camusu etc. 

(23) xx: 9037-7-c Gennan 	Dealer List (Vaucher) 7-16-45 p. 16 

(24) 	 I.SX-002-627 - info. of 6-29-45 - Interrog. Rpts. folder: Worked with BOITEL (qv) 
and LEEGEl\jlIOEK (qv)in Paris. 

I 
ra'5). KIRCBLA.ND (qv) - l,!'rench card. Dealt 'with subject in French art. 

I (26) &-405, 26 Sept 45. Confirms previous reports. I:ealings vlith Ji!N'GEL. (qv-France); 
j connections with de FJ.\.NOT, lIEINEl:>'IANN, WEINHEIM, WOTR.UJ?A, 

d 'ONCIL"U, HIHSDHLAND, (qv-e..ll). 
Ii 

Niece of subject holds J:JIexican passport; Vfas secretary to Swiss diplomat in Ger:many;I: 
I 	 subject reported trying to transfer part of his large fortune to her name. Stlbject 

also t~Jing to ,obtain Argentine passport through HIP3~~D. Now in PariS through 
efforts of .ENGEL (qv). (26) In May 45 reported to have rented small house in 
Geneva for three years, after leaving de HANOT villa. (26) 
Proceeds of his sales in stolen art from France credited to RIBBErf.rROP's account. (26) 
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20. Card from roER (Fr. Intell.)· 
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- 6 - Switzerland 

Subject was HO:F':ER.' s chief contact in France and Switzerland. Seems to have had 
a hand in every deal. (28) 

Close connection between subject and DEQUOY. (29) 

Subject and WUES'l'ER entered into an exchange of art objects. (C.loR. if1 - Exchange 
/125). WUESTER stated he paid subject about 700,000 ]'rench francs for tapestry and 
Cuy.p painting. (30) 

Bef. (10): ROCHLITZ stated he sold the three paintings to subject, not BIRlJlSOHAN
sKY. Subject then sold them to FISCHER. The pictures are IA9gas' "Mme. Camus at 
the Piano," Corot t s ''MIne. St'Ul11pf and her daughter", and Braque t S "Still L11'e". (31) 
The pictures are from the ROSEl~~ and KANN Ccillections. 

(Berne) 
CMemorandumion (iubj~ctCl?:rep~e~ from ORION material, submitted to Federal Political 
Dept. in Jan 46, for transmission to Swiss Compensation Office to be used by them 
in an investigation of subject. (32) . 

29 June 45 BL Worked w1th BOITEL and LEEGEiJHOE!:( in PariS. (24) 
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28. XX 9663 C.LIt. /12 p.13 '\ 
29. XX 9234-2l-a - -'VILDElf3TEIN report, p.4 - see folder 

30. xx: 9234-21-b '"":. liflJESTSR l'eport, p.3 - see folder 

31. SAFEHAVI!N Report #558, 17 Nov 45 (from Robts. Com.) 
I 

32. 	 a~EHAVEN Report #244, 28 Jan 46 (Robts. Com.) 
. Ec..oN';e. 
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, would· be a Jew. 
S1mone·Bermesdorf 

,.1n.,Ge a and furn1shes 1 t with wo;r.ks 
"J'ranoe w1 th the assent of the GermvD. 

>agalnst Hitler 1nJu17 1944, sends pP,;in-j'
',., I.Laussnne,\veve7 , Be-llIe,and ZUrich. In ,, 

ue:rmlltn 0onsul' Polaok, Von Mosch (B/2 Fr.) 
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Galerie Fischer, art "conc»rninLilcerne bas been bl.ack:listed. The owner 
is ~odore Fischer but it is belie~ed' gallery is now in the name of his 
sons. Theodore Fischer bas been a,number of times, and there is still 
some discrepancy in his statement.s. He stated that Andreas Hofer. Berlin art 
dealer and agent for Goering started to Switzerland to purchase works of 
art in 1941. and that be contacted the art dealers, including Fischer. 
He alwqs paid in Swiss francs. In the summer of 1942 be bought from Fischer 
German and Dlltch masters valued at 
p~ent. Fischers's agent. 
French Impresionistpictures. 
which according to a new scbame 

i, amount due him for the paintings he 

r 
t 
l' 

250.000 Swiss frs. btit made no 
then returned with a selection of 
the autumn and winter of 1942, 

.by Hofer would compensate Fischer for the 
Fischer claims that he is an expert in 

(OVE) 



or realize theirorigtn 
,There were 32 paintings 

antiques amLtapestries, and did:not their ~ue 
Nathan, art expert from St. Gall, eame examine them. 
and U drawings. A few have been sold, the rest are in Lucerne and Fiseber bas 
agreed not to dispose of eny' of them. should be noted, howe....er, that the listsI 

of~'pa.iil.tinga ,a:ad. drawinp fvnished by do not tally. 

, '. I 


Tile origin of Degas' "Madame Camus 8U It is less cert81n. One Bouree Bt8ted 
that it,came from the Alphonse Kahn etion, another that DR. WENDLAND bo~t 

. it for Fischer in a legitimate deal, the Parisian art deal Birschanski • 

I 
,I
'-Q 

-From roREIGN EOONOMIC Preliminary Report. t "Mq:5." 
··.\oIU9"'e'II,,I;': Art t in Oe~i8d Territor', ,.Neutral. ,Countries ,'anQ.La.tin 

between , 'and t'o have', 
Italy and France. ' 

" ."' ., 

Ho ac"ted for the Galerie Fischer 

edworks of artfrom'Germun;,v, ' ' 

Hofer of Berlin involvinglooted
" ' '~: t. . 

A reliable source stated that in '\I,,,,'om."'\oT' 1942 he received u :ia:i.lway-
van full of works of art from 

n~gotiating deals with Aftdreas' 

, the 

, 
, , 



From mREIGN :mOONa4IC AIMINISTBATION iminary Report. ~ 5, 1945, "Looted 
Art in Occupied Terr1tor1es. Neutral ...!o''''.......... and. Lat1n America. tI· p. 36, 37; 


(om) 
See Theodore Fischer. 
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He actod for.. tho Galerie r in negotiating 
J\ndroo.s Hofor ol~:B'C'~li:p. involving d art. A reliable source 
that i:n Novombor:1942 he roceived a ilway-van full of works of art from 
Paris, INhcn he ·m()vt?d. from Lucerno to Genova he took two van-loads from 
Lucerne, o.nd anothDrfro17'.. Basle, whi were said to havo contained works 

. of art shippod from.Italy ea.rly in N bar 1943. He has also worked in 
close co-oporation with. the Gorman 10 on in Berne, and was at one time 
a po.rtnor of Reber. Wen ImO'wn as 'an art dealer !.'.nd collector, and hav
ing livod in France, Italy, Germany Switzerland for tho past 25 years, 

; ho wc..s a.cquainted with ,all the 'princ 1 art dealers and Imew the con-

From FOREIGN ECONOMIC AllUiUSTRATION 1945.• .l'Loot~ Art in 
Occupied Territories, Neutral Countries p. 34. 

I 
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C'Ollecti'Ons C. 

Address: 57 rue de la Beetie, Paris 

Imp'Ortant internati'Onal art ~irm. Branches in Lond'On, B'Ond Street, and 
New Y'Ork. Specialists in ]'rench art. 

M. Ge'Orges WILDEN'STEDJ, 'Owner, n'Ow in New, Y'Ork. C'Onsidered expert auth'Ori ty; 
auth'Or, 'Of s'Ome standard works 'On French Art 'Of 18th and 19th cens. Als'O' publisher: 
'Of weekly ,"Beaux Arts" and m'Onthly review ttGazettedes Beaux Arts", published 
after June 40 in NeW' Y'Ork, while M. Ge'Orge GRAFPE, C'Onservateur 'Of the Musee 
R'Odin and president 'Of the "Gr'Oupe C'Ollab'Orati'On tf an«;l!vi. d'ESPESEL 'Of the Bibli'O,,; 
theque Nationale t'O'Ok 'Over Paris magazine. No indicati'On, however,that WILDEN~ 
S'fEIN 'Or L'Ondon branch: are connected 1-vith activities 'Of "Gazette des Beaux Arts" 
which appeared during''Occupt\ti'On, 'Or with M~ DEQ,UOY (g:v) (1) 

WILDE:NSTEIN premises taken 'Ove~ in Paris by ENGEL, Herbert HOBMAN and Dr. KUE'IDENS 
'f'Or the Germans, and pictures st'Ored inSOU'a.CF..BS rep'Ositary siezed.· ~UOY c'Ollab~ 
'Orated in this. (1) C'Ollecti'On assessed at l'OW price by an engraver, Jacques 
BELTRAND , and the sum deducted fr'Om French reparati'Ons ta Germans. This neg'Otia

. tian called a sale t'O the Germans. (2) DEQ.UOY rep'Orted, t'O have instigated a c'Om
missi'On 'Of German 'Officers to take the WILDENSTEIlif pictures i'r'OD, the repasit'Ory 
'Of SOURCHES. (3), 

.l 
(\ 
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1. Vaucher dr8.ft list of French Dea1~rs 23 Mar 45. 
2. W. t~ R. Lee, 4 Oct 44. . 
3. Vauchercard on DEQUOY 
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IvIc'ijor von BERR, chief of ERR, is held responsible for theft of WILDENSTEIN 

pictures, i:ncludingtv~o Watteaus, the Durer and 6 Fragonards. (4) 


(WILDEr:iISTEIlif is believed to have bought or at least to control the David' WEILL 
(qv) Collection. C.H.S.) 

. Dr. PFITZNER told BUNJ"ES on 14 May 41 that ''ecting on orders from the Fuhrer he 
had issued; vJritten order for the removal of the WILDEi\lSTEIN Collection from the 
Louvre deposit,in the Chateau de SOURCBE3 to Germany. (6) 

Under direction of ~UOY and FABIANI (qv-both) 52 modern paintings from various 
J"ewish collections ..mre deliverd to 142 Faubourg St •.ilonore, Paris, (said' by 
source ,to be address of WILDENSTEJNfirm.) (6) . . 

Roger DEQUOY, manager of the collection, had a4-year fencing match with German 
art collectors ending in a complete victory for him. Nightly, during the Nazi 

. occupation, M. DEQ.UOY and his sta.ff Illoved Renoirs, Nanets, Goyas, v8J.uable 18th 
century furnislIings~. rugs and tapestries into hiding places. Once the Nazis 
learned the picture collection was stored in vaults. They damanded the right to 
purchase from it. J:2nowing he would get only a tenth of the real value of the, 
collection M. DEQUOY managed to substitute inferior paintings'Bei'ore the arrival 
of tne purchasers. His final coup was the saving of the finest. 'a.rt library, in 
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4. ~ Al>1G 52 
':;;;,,;~''';:·5.:, J3UnJesPapers • . Roberts Connniss1on 

6. XX '16'15 - Card from ORION, London. French source. 
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Europe. ·The Germansserit experts to purchase the 10,OOO-volume library containing 
irreplaceable items, ·fixing the price at 600,000 francs, though.1tvialf> worth'at' 
least 10,000,000 francs. He managed to stall until the liberation. ('1). . 

Doucments seized at EIl,JSATZSTAB ROSEl\J13ER headquarters, Paris,. indicate that the 
ERR looted collections belonging to follcwing members of subject·family: Elisabeth 
WILDENSTEIN, 23 rue de Berry, Paris; George WILDElf3TEIN, 5'7 rue de la Boetie, 
Chateau de MOYRES near Angers, and Chateau de SOURChE3; and Lazare WILDENSTEnJ, 
5'1 rue de la Boetie, . .PariS. (8) 

'Part of subject collection stored at SOURCP~ taken over by ENGEL (qv). One GRAS' 
(qv) was administrator for subject collaction.(g) 

(10) FEA. Report, Aug 45, p.9 - same information as (4) and (5). 

HABERSTOCK's story of the WILDENSTEIl'l' Collection, and his e.ealirigs with DmUOY, who 
was in charge of the firm after Ge6rges.~(ILnm~TEIN left PariS. (ll)' 
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7. .N. Y. Times, 9 Nov 44, p.19 
8. xx: 7372 -: filed in ER.!.'1 Folder 
9. 

lO~ FEA. Report, Aug 45. 
11. xx: 9234-21-a - WILDENSTEIl\f folder . 
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Reichsbankdirektor 

DOCUD1~~aPtured ~t Be~c~teSga~eil ident~fy SU~ject as 

Ind. Ger1f1B.ny 

being with Foreign 
CUrrency De.~~Ber1in, and connect 7himwith Goering's art transactionsp
1942-44. (1) . 

" . . . 

Director of Reiche Dev1s~~oderkonto (Central Foreign Currency Fund) in the Deutsche 
Bank. GOERING ha.d a. specie::.b reserve share of this' fund. (2) 
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.:.:~~;;~:>.~; ";,:"~Y ~'~'~h'~?~;~: ~ :""'-:W ~'d"'~~ ~,f~'-'~' ,',~)~}:.,.' .~ ,:" '1' ~'. 

1. XX 7255 2J.une 45 

2. CIR:qI'Z Go~~ing Co11e,ct1on, p. 164 
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-From roREIGN EOONOMIC .A.IMINISTRATION Re"'ised Report, August, 1945, "Looted Art 
in Occupied Territories. Neutral COWltrles and Latin America. It p. 9. 
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o.ollections c. 

',Address:57 rue de la Beetie, Paris 

Impor:t;ant international art fLrrll. Branches in London, Bond Stre~t, and 

. New York. Specialists in ]'rench art. 


M. Georges WILDENSTEIN, owner, now in New York. Considered expert authority; 
author, of some standard \·\forks on French Art of 18th and 19th cens. Also publisher., 
of weeR:ly .tfBeauxArts" and monthly review "Gazette des Beaux Arts", published 

, after June 40 in New York; while M. George GHAPPE, Conservateur of the :tvrusee 
Rodin and preside.nt of the flGroupe Collaboration" and lYI. d 'ESPESEL of the Biblio
theque Nationale took over Paris magazine. No indication, however, that 'illILDEN
STEIN or Londo'n branch. are connected with activities of "Gazette des Beaux Arts" 
which appeared during occup£'\tioh, or with M. m:t,UOY. (<Iv) (1) 

WILDENS'rEIN premises taken over in Paris by ENGEL, Herbert HOFMAN and Dr. KUE'IDENS 
for the Germans, and pictures stored in SOURCPJiS repositOry siezed. nmUOY collab
orated in this. (1) Collection assessed .at low· price by an engraver, Jacques 
BELTRAl'ID, oind the sum deducted from French reparations to Germans. This negotia
tion called a sale to the Gennans. (2) DEf>tUOY reported to have instigated a com
mission of Gerrmm officers to take the WILDEt~STEIliJ pictures frOEt the reposi:tory 
of SOURCHES. ( 3) 
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1. Vaucher draft list of French DealE!rs 23 Mar 45. 
2. VI. to R. Lee, 4 Oct 44. 
3. Vauchercard on DEQUOY 
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lvIajor von BEER, .chief of ERR, is held responsible for theft of ViILDENSTEIN 
nictures including two Watteaus, the Durer and 6 Fragonards. (4)
-, I . 

(WILDElilSTEIN is believed to have bought or at least to control the David' WEILL 

(gv) Collection. C.H.S.) 


. Dr.' PFITZNER toldBUNJES on 14 JYT.ay 41 that '3,cting on orde~s from the ]'uhrer he 
hadissued.vr.ritten order for the removal of the WILDENSTEIi:I COllect.ion from the 
Louvre deposit"in the Chateau de SOURc:HllS to Germany. (5) 

Under direction of DEQ,UOY and FABIANI (qv-both) 52 modern paintings from various 
Jewish collections were deliverd to 142 Faubourg St. ,Honore, Paris _(said' by 
source to be address of WILDENSTEIN firm.) (6) , 

, . 

Roger DEQ.UOY, manager of' the collection, had a 4-year f.encing match with German 
art collectors, ending in a complete victory for him. Nightly, during the Nazi 
occupation, M. DEQ,UOY and his staff moved Renoirs, Manets, Goyas, villuable 18th 
century furnisiIings, rugs and tapestries iIltO hiding places. Once the Naz,is 
learned the picture collection was stored in vaults. T'ney demanded the ,right to, 
put'chase from it. Knowing he would get only a tenth of the real value of the, 
collection M. DEQUOYmanaged to substitute inferior paintings, Before the arrival 
of tlie purchasers. His final coup was the saving of the finest. art library in 
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4~ .,AMG-52 
5. -BUnjes Papers, RobertsCommisslon 
6. XX 7675 - Card from ORION, LOndon. French source. 
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Europe.' . The Germarrsserit e:l.--perts to purchase the 10,000-volume library containing , , ,!irreplaceable items, fixing the price at 600,000 francs, though it'wa~ Vlorth'at 
least 10,000,000 francs., He managed to stall until the liberation. (7) 

Doucments seized at ED,TSATZSTAB ROSEN'BER headquarters, Paris, indicate that the 
ERR looted 'collections belonging to follwt'lingmembers of subject'family: Elisabeth 
WILDENSTEIN,. 23 rue de Berry, Paris; George WILDEliJSTEIN, 57 rue de la Boetie, 
Chateau de MOYRES near Angers, and Chateau de SOURCF.cE3; and Lazare WILDENSTEUl, 
57 rue dela Boetie, ·Paris. (S) 

':Part of subject collection stored at SOURCH:ES taken over by 'jjllJGEL (qv). One GRAS 
(qv) . was administrator for subject collection. (g) 

(10) FEA. Report, Aug 45, p.9 - same information as (4) and (5). 

I:I.ABERsTOCKt s story of the WILDENSTEIN Collection, end his dealings with D~UOY,who 
ViaS in charge of the firm after Georges ifJILDE.1.'rSlfEIN left Paris. (11) 
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7. ,N.Y. Times, 9 Nov 44, p.19 
8. :xx 7372 - filed in EFU'i. Folder 
9~ 

'10 ~ , ]'FA Report, Aug 45. 
11. XX 9234-21-a - ·WILDENSTED'J folder 
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. ~LM Reichsbankdirektor 

(~~:-~ ,,-'~~cum~tscaPtured at Berchtesgaden identify Subject as being with Foreign
ICurrency Dept., Berlin, and connect him with Goering's art transactions 

1 1942-44. (1) , . 


I 

I 
i 	 Director of Reichs Devisen Soderkonto (Central Foreign Ourrency FUnd) in the Deutsche 


Bank. GOERING had a special reserve share of this fulld. (2) 
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1 .. XX 7255 2 ·)lune 45 

2. CIP}/l2 Go~~rlng Collection, p. 164 
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-From .roREIGN EOONOMIC AI.MINISTRATION Re..-rised Report. :August. 1945. "Looted Art 
in Occupied Territories. Neutral Countries and Latin America.. II p. 9. 
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