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,bUMMkR“ OF* POSlAL INluRCEPmS R LATIMG TO DR, NICHOLAS A. KARGHR
. ' . (prepared by Mrs. Shapley).. ]
“'Dr. Wicholas A. zx.arger, citizen of U.S.;
¢t resident of U.S5. Opent 10U years in France; studied

.at Univ. of Parls, receiving Ph. D. in Art. Married,
(M . Day's report) _

1038 - List of paintincs sold by Karger in Venezuela, apparently
from exhiblticn ef 1958.< ) (lr Day's report)

1938 - June 3 to Aug. 9 = harger on business trip in Venezuela
for iewhouse Galleries, of ‘New York. (Mr. Day's report)

Aug. 13 to HNov. 25 = Karger on business trip in Hurope .
for liewhouse Galleries, of lew York., (Nr.'Day's report)

1939 - Jan. 20 - Letter of this date in possesslon of Karger.
returning .from Venezuela - (Aug. 44) contains photograph
of Nurillo painting belonging to a- friend in Wew 1ork.
For sale $16,500. -(Mr Day's report)

1940 - July 18 -yKarger in Laracas receives letter 1rom.Newhouse
L ' Galleries about office. affairs, especially about buyer
I looking at.the DUrer (priced.at §50,000) Tor a German

. client "with lots of money“. (Mr. Day's report)

Chembem. b ads o -

1942-45 - Xarger. associated with Greco Galleries of Caracas and ‘
: has business dealings with Luls A. Lopez MNendez and Pedro
Vallenllla, Venezuelan sub Jects associated with these
galleries.~ , (Mr. Day’s report)

; 1943 - April 20 - Date of inv01ce (carried by Karger returning
e from Venezusela, Aug.. 44) from Imperial Export Co. Inc. for
;o "portrait of General. Miranda" by Baron Gerard (from Coll.
of Georges Clemenceau) $2,750, for Greco Galleries,

Caracas. S (mr. Day's report)

Dec. 17,, Karger in Los Angeles writes Lopez Mendez in
Caracas about selling. painting (where?) of "Musical Party
in Landscape" by Jacobus van der Laemen. (See below under
Nay 4) o o (Mr Day's report) }

- 1v44 -,(Qarly) -»narger planned to have another exhibit in
Venezuela, Writes Vallenilla in Tegard to stock and lists
paintings - including one by Raphael and one by Yitian--
that he will send by boat ior tne exhibition. (¥r. Day's
'report) v ‘ : . _

Narcn lO - Acquavella, in Caracas, reports Karger to be
anxious to return to Venezuela. "A few weeks ago he. -
wrote here to all his influential friends stating that he
was prepared to come with an. important exposition. At
that. time, they would have granted him special permission

to enter the country". quuggglla, bringing paintings
e | 104506
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from U.S., is anxious to anticipate harger with an
exhibition of his. own, for "the facility in selling
I Venezuela/. depends: solely upon ‘the difficulty in
receiving mercnandise~“' “CI-49)

‘May 4 - Sworn statement of«this date (in posse331on of
Karger returning from Venezuela in Aug. 44) from
S$1lberman Galleries, New York, that the ¢ paintings in
case 7 consigned to the Ninistry of Nat. iducation, Mus.
of Art, Caracas, are over 80 years old, List of paint-
ings (including "Festival 3cene" by Van der Laemen @ see
above, under Dec. 17 1943 ) “'(Mr. Day's report)

Mav 22- &arger nas’ gone to Venezuela for unspecified
purpose. (Mr. .Day's report)

June 6 - Karger in Venezuela to exhibit and sell objects
apparently owned by Byk and perhaps others in New York,
Day's report)
June 7 - uarger in Carecas receives .letter of this date
from-Byk in. New. Eork, with)certiiicates for 5 paintings
(among. them: Muntllb's'lmmacueate Cenception"’ certified
by Meyer, exhibited Vassar '68, Dallae 136 (Mr. Day's
report)
June 22 - ?Karger (apparently in Venezuela) recelves letter
of thils date from Byk in New York about important Rembrandt,
priced $12,000, sending Karger:a photograph and says the
plcture is in private hands but can get it out against a
substantial amount. of cash '~ "Pietri has confidence in me",
(Mr. Day's report ) (bee below under bept. 2 and Nov. 21).

July 10 - harger (apparently in Venezuela) recelves letter
of tuis aate from Byk about clients in Maracalbo.
(hr. Day's report)

Aug. 1l - Karger (in Venezuela, apparently) receivee letter
of thls date from Byk asking Karger to send back the
Ribera with other pictures because Byk now has a ''new
outlet in Mexico for panish‘pictures.. (Nr Day's report)

Aug. 5‘- Farger has soldf5vpaintiuoe, to ameunt of $25,700
to Santaella of Caracas. (Mr. Day's report)

Aug. 11 - Karger has list of paintings that he 1s

apparently bringing back to New York after his exhibit
in Venezuela - several important pictures included in
list. (Mr Days'e repert)

Aug. ll ‘ narger returningwte U 3. from Venezuela, PR
carrying memo of ~sales to- inaividuals (in Venezuela) 1{)42)(}?
on "Proclaimed List" - CI-120 o
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'Aug. 11 - Karger recentlz aeld exhibition in Caracas.
~ (Mre. Day's report)

'Aug. ll - Karger retmrning from Venezuela carrying ' .
. photographs and catalogue .of paintings "from European
4chlections" (Mr, Day's report)

11 - (month not. given, but probably ‘before Aug.,
since Karger is carrying the Yetter when returning
from Venezuela to U.S.). 'Létter of this date signed by
H. Schaeffer, of Schaefier Galleries, 61-63 East 57th
S5t., New York, with phocogranhs and descriptions of 7
paintings, pr;ces ranging from $3,000 to 12,000 (inciuding
Velasquez, Goya and Drouais) "ﬁe have agreed that these
photographs will be shown only to private buyers in S.A.,
but not in this country and will be returned to me
directly after usé." “The Velasquez $0ld to Arismendl;
the Drouais to Mrs. Valutini. - (Mr. Day's report).

Aug. 12 - Karger in N.Y..receives letter of this date
from Chése in Venezuela, who says he is sending 30

. photographs of the paintings which unnamed seller 1is
sending (proobably to Venezuela) for.sale. Llst of paint-
ing enclosed.. Chase seems to have some doubt of
authenticity of paintinvs, which ~may have to be returned
to seller. (CI 102a ) (Record No. 584875)

Sept. 2 - Sept. 18 - Hembrandtl(apparently the one
mentioned above under June: 22), connected with. Schoneman
ualleries & Pietri to be sold in Venezuela. (CI-151)

OGt‘_é - Karger in N. Y. looks at peintings owned by
Neugebauer (whose paintings -purchased in Switzerland

and elsewhere' - are ‘stored- in L.X., though owner (Neugebauer)
is in. Venezuela). (CI 120) s

OGt 7 - Karger in Ne x. is inuerestea in Neugebauer*s
Van Dyck - price %15 OOG ‘& Ruben's "Bear Hunt" - $40,000.
‘ (CI 124) . , AR :

Ok, 11 - narger in 1 (usina address -of Arnold beligman
& Co.) sends telgram, to‘Gustavo Wallis in Caracas (who
bought paintings from 1938 Karger exhibition in Venezuelsa)
naming various art, obgects he has found at prices ranging
from $900 to § 2 500 and. as’ing Wallis to wire whether he
-wants them. (CI-129) ; e .

Nov..l‘-.Karger:in,N.Y. (Seli gman address) cables

- Vailenilla in Caracas:. .. "hay have somebody interested in
your Rubens portrait. Please cable if you want to ser] it
and what 1s lowest price". (Vallenilla is connected with

the (Greco Galleries in Caracas) (CI—léO)
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Nov, 8 - ﬁarger in R f.‘ (belicmen addressl recelves cable
~from Greco, Galleries, Caracas° "Je accept." (CI- 144)

Nove 2L = Remhrandt (apparently the one mentioned above
under June 22, 1944, and Sept. 2, Sept. 18) 1s to ve
delivered by bcheneman Galleries, N.Ys, to Pletri
(brother .of Pietri in Venezuela) tozether with "antlque
certificate in Spanish", aftertSuid& has examined it to
write an artI“le on- EE (CI 151)

)
-
) R

i
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v Conclusion e o 1Qﬂ

: The interdepts dealing with Karger indicate that he is .
primarily - and.perhaps exclusively - an agent for the sale of:

art works in Venezuela. In 1938, he was apparently buying (as ¢

agent for a New York dealer) in Europe for sale in Vernezuela.

At varlous datéd he was buying in New York for sale in Venezuela.
Possibly, but not certainly, ‘heis’, also interested in sales in

New York; see intercepts dated: July 18,.:'40 and Nov. 1, 1944,

H,is interest in New York buying under- aates Oct. 4 & 7, 1944,

may or may not be connected with Venezuela. : .

The interoepts aive no. proof that he: is tr?ing to bring
art works from Venezuela or. elsewhere Anto. the UeSsey the .
palntings. he was erlncing with’ nim Aug.‘ll 1944, were probably
some of those he had BaKen to Venezuela Lor the exhibition and |,
remalned unsold. . o

~ The 1ntereepts give no proof that harger 1s” engaged in
unlawful dealing or that he 1is. trafficking in Nazi loot. The' .
only doubtful-case appears under T 11, 1344 (see last entry ..
under Aug. . 11), and Schaeffer may have had a legitimate reason
for the stipulation made*here'ﬁ L E

~ GG

Q3EissyaIa

wi\ woww““"m
gW oA
|

l

104309



http:glve~o'pr.q6
http:with:,hiniAug.ll
http:193,8.he










UFCLASSIFIC f:«'s

A'..; Cm NN__IM

YL 3OLED
fof

Ey
LIST:
. Daté of communication Serial No.
Ochool io4a 3 ,
{ Language . e U .. DISPOSAL OF
< “ORIGINAL COMMUNI.
o) ian CATION
Previous relevant records H
;4
NYPIN 26241 R c .
NY¥ 582487 R . .
(WY 38E04C B RS '
NT 18C30 - Sent with comiment to—

Di(\gifi;nc tion) E ! matmn dat«e*‘l ‘gyping date
Regigtered 9‘1‘,30 Ht‘.}q!:;r,t‘;‘ g{}‘»’p?‘ ag% .
DR B Lt
wuse only : '
. n“\
; SI7907
o the fanius Lasge
SSD‘b?l. rd ls in uhe
7 ‘ Gﬂ“ By
fov.2 44 Shecumy by this
,“‘:
5668
BLOCKADE
3 .
¢w1 / 51 VE 8
@ﬁwanﬁn de
waty of
shudys=a -~ )
i %haﬁ
. . nagLar,
‘aa deek
an, A}tar gf $hedr
ok ggﬁ‘%{:‘ Lo -af{i LN =

: OC-BE
(Sd Rev. 2—15-43}

actusl flgure, thed
El 5 S.w(;? (&1 I8




~ DECLASSFED
’fﬁoriw__N_’\}D 50“58/
E‘f M. NARA Detzﬁlﬁl‘l

£

e ai—




‘

" DECLASSIFED
Au‘*cm, NN 250148/
[ B f%f[ir.m Daaﬁlﬂ Ny

~

§
. ~
- b3
: <
LIST: -
Date of communication - * | Date" mark S | Kitid' miail. - - | Mail:No. - - Register No. Serial No.
—:@% Lo e T K0 Y, W
eyl .
Language - DISPOSAL OF
Tnglish ~ORIGINAL COMMUNI-
- F.. - CATION
' Previous relevant records _A ;., Fot'xh?;éismce use H
- NYFIN 38241 & c
MY 382487 R
NY 388045 R RS
KY 18033R - Sent with comment to—
Division
(or‘section)
eglghered
prR F.( , ?
- vse only ‘
21 7907 "
sD 6717 | e ' b
) ; ik 1 LO1 ' “Gaxm.r esﬁ w.Y.
Felg:
Fasl g’
Hog.2"44
~ b66z S : i , R , :
BLOCKADE Y 388345 from‘aﬁdra “?Fn ) ¥, daved .0 1944 reveals thal Plnaker
e N ; . s el ; X P Re é.‘hixﬁf,
A PR fi‘r\'}. wheE
c . cervifienten; f.:s%'b ; A
. : ~-A-?1f*ybu;coaid eqw ‘,' 2éranhasinedntal] s -abhecuoxfind then, Shet you
. n : { 22! 28 ngite WY, and he¥ll
o ‘ .| discuss, .Th. y¢ ‘;9 S IS Ecunes v n cag vou alrcedy
A
g
b s .
U ﬂ rezueal
&
y ,
:; .
! .
¥
- mqm
{ 215
% B -
: Wk" ‘G{t‘m privats comm \gn!oations, and;1ts eitremely confidential character must bo preserved.
- neeassary :é“mmmn of the war. “In 00 0ase should It be widely distribated, or ¢
ad e Hev: 3549 BYRON PRICK,



http:2-16,.43

. DECLASSIFIED

| st 750/68

‘ By_.._c.._mag f‘ﬁ"ﬁ?

e

W 4T DTames 1

Wi 7196

OSTINS, Jean Rolland o . %2 Wateh List

Zddresses; Avenida Palace Hotel, Lisbon
o 54, 57 or 69 rua Castilho, Lisbon
Hotel Central, Caldas da Rainha, Portugal

Saspected enemy agent; intermediary for commmications to enemy countries;
has transferred large sums to the Argentine and deals in objets dtart -
which are kmown to have originated in enemy country. (1)

Nétionality, French. It is suspected that passport is not in order. )

Subject is mid to have lost left leg in the lastwar. Until 1940 he had

a rather prominent position as sn antique dealer on the Quai Voltaire,
(Paris). Immediately after the armistice he announced himself as being
100% collaborationist, which explains his lack of difficulties with local
police in comnection with visaes for his many trips between Paris and
Lisbon. Described as completely lacking in patriotism, perfectly egotistic
and entirely unserupuloua.

In the spring of 1941, subject came to Lisbon and ‘called on French Commercial
Attache, Mr, Henry Bouchet ostensibly on a mission for French Red Cross and
Secours National, Real mission undetermined. However, he shortly proved

a0 impossible thet French Commercial Delegation severed all relations. He
then resumed activities as antique dealer.

Sub ject sheres his spartant with one Mme. Lidoine. He handles considerable
sumds of money some of which undoubtedly covered investments on behalf of -
German interests. (3)  Is involved in diamond smggling with the help of e

one Mme. Danade who arranges for the use of the Vichy bag for this purpose.”
Mne. Lidoine arranges the amuggling on Urieo Fabril boats between I.isbon

‘and Marseille () (

Sub ject is the menager and partner in the firm L&OS. Ltde, 69¢rua Castilho,
5th floor right, Lisbon.(5)In a letter to Mrs. Nat Smolin of New York, he
requests permission to turn the business into a limited company. Says they
can ship various essences to the Umited States. The address of the business
is here given as 57 rua Castilho. (60

Chronologicel Bummary of Information
(Marginal dates are date of information)-

3/15/43 Acts as intermediary for correspondence between Charles and
Jules Steverlynck, France and Argentina respectively. (7)

15
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5/29/43 Bad farewell dinner for the D'Amade faimly. Others: Ir.
Kreel (Krehl?), Mr, & Mrs. Goursier, Mrs. de Fonseca. Re-
ceived instructions to remain in Lisbon during absence of
Monier who is leaving fo Vichy. (8)

6/4/43 Seid to be in confidence of Yichy government, receiving ime
portant ams of money from France, use unknown. JXrench Legetion
appears to dread subject. Is presumed to have come to Portugal
to purchase property of Phillipe Henriot located et Setubale. (9)

6/8/43 1Moved from Avenida Pelace Hotel to private flat (Tel. 52,887)
because docmments disappeared from his room just long enough
for photostating. Subject is in daily contact with Dr. Krehl
and their behaviour plainly shows they are sngaged in secret

" -

activities.  (10)

'?/27/1;3' Background information from a relisble source. See Paragraphs
3, 4 and 5 above. (3)

8/8/43 Wrote to Mrs. Nat Smolin, New York requesting permission to turn
: the business into a ®limited company* to save it from extinction
bimee a "had lot* have started a rivel business denouncing the
writer and addressee as Jews. Asks for cebled reply and suggests
calling business Laos Ltda. Says they can ship verious essences
to the US, States that he is in Lisbon in connection with ex- .
changes for needy Belglans and expects to return to France about
September but will be back in Lisbon in October. Mme. Lidoine
will be in charge in his absence., (6) - ‘

9/21/43 Moving shortly, with Mme, Iidoine) to the former flat of Chavez,

ex-consul of Bolivia, 65 rua Castilho, whose furniture he bought.
The development of *business® said to be reason for moving. after
a period during vhich French Minister refused to receive him, sub-
Ject seems to have been reinstated snd is now a frequent caller
at the Legation, Subject and Mue Lidoine meirsPin their black

- market activities while entertaining and assisting V}*ﬁ@hy and

¥ German individuals who come to Lisbon to purchese antiques, pro-

' perties, etc. Subject plans to go to Vichy at the end of the

month. (11)

9/18/43 1In a letter to Jules Sféverlynck, sub ject states that Leos Ltde.
wants commercial relations between firms in Portugal and French
Equatorial Africa. (12)

9/30/43 1In a very suspiciously flowery and hypocritical letter to Miss
Alice Aubry of London, subject expresses extreme anti-communist
and collaborationist views, ard says he is soon returning to
France after 8 months' absence. (13)

104517
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‘ 11/21/43 18 at lisbon and is expected to go to (porto next day.
Visits Dr. Luiz de Almeida Braga, a Royalist and chief of
the National Sindicalists at Braga. (2)

Arrived at Porto 12/7/L3 where he met Alexander Barro and
Davila. an Axis sgent, returning to Lisbon same day. (]J;)

12/16/43 1Is imprisoned in Lisbon at the disposal of the PVIE \Portu~
guese police with Gestapo connections). Reason unknown. (15)

12/18/43 Notice in roriuguese peper "0 Seculo® announces that sub ject
o _ is the sole agent for Portugal and colonies for the Spanish
- weaver's looms *Picanol." (§) : ‘

27X/4),  Pays nuarous visits to the French Consulate and Legation. (16)

3/8/4  Recommended M. F. de Souza Coutinho for a position as trans-
lator in the French Legation, Lisbon. (17) ;

3/30/M Involved in diamond smggling, using Vichy bag with the as-
sistance of Mune. Danade and Miss Lidoine who arranges with
Uriao Fabril boats between Lisbon and Marseilles. @8)(M)

1/8/45 Letter to Steverlynck , Buenos Aires says subject has been
in Caldas da Rainha for six months (address Pbste Restante,
Botel Central) and has just received permission to go to ,
ILisbon 15 days a month., Says he was put on Black List though
he never did anything wrong. Offers an early 1l6th century
primitéve, "Descent from the Cross* for 300 contos (about
$12,000), which he says he owns. (19) (! ‘a?) - e

Individuels Involved with Subject
#

7

-

Audbry, Miss Alica. Corregpondent in London

coutinho, M. F. de Souza. Portuguese with interests in oil, contacts
with Gulgenkian and L. G. Runtley, oil men in Portugal at
“present.

Barro, Alexander

D'Amade, Col Rene and wife. He is< notoriously pro~-Germen militaery
attache of the French Legation in Lisbon

Danade, Mme, Probably Mune. DtAmade, above,.

104518
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Braga, Ir, Inis de Almeida. Royalist and chief of the National Sindicale
ists at Braga. : ‘ »

Fonseca, Mrs., de } (
Goursier, Mr. and Mrs.

Krehl, Dr. Wolfgang. Germaen lawyer (economic counsellor) who came to
Portugal 27 Feb L3 ostensibly to look after the interests of Queen
Amelia of Portugal (who has Hohenzollern connexions). Is very
active.in the German cause and is suspected of Abwehr connections.

Lidoine, Miss or Mne, Subject's mistress.
Smolin, Mrs, Nat. New York pertner(?) in subject's ®business.®

Steverlynck, Charles snd Jules. The former probably in Belgium, the
latter in Buenos Aires. Subject is intermediary for correspondence.

1. Memo from Peters, 3/30/4d
2. ' H 4443
3. BD-241-651
4 . XX 150 Br. - XIN 279
Se H 4519
Te 8y 27342
8. : BD 241-112
9. |  1e953 e
10, BD 241-478 N
1, "H 1196
12, ‘ ST 44885
13. , LoN/ &760/L3
. A : H 4,869
15. : " 4520
16. : H 5157
17 A 25651 (H 5584)
18. . : X 138 s7 ‘

i
Vid

W A D 2 b ST ALL 3 A R it ks 2 S

10451

9 .



g
:‘3‘ REPRODH

UCED AT THE NATION
e

. DECLASSITIED
i 750/68

by 2 i

.

o
tudire
o
s




D50LAS-S!FLED

1 gy "‘{ 7. NARADate wiy

i

“16 i&rch 19&5

OSTINS, Jean Rolland

Additional data from censorship sources, to be added
to dossier prepared 7 March 19145.

A letter of 23 August 1941 from Nat SMOLIN, 200 West 57 St., NYC to
subjeet in care of Banque Uliramarino, rue du Commerce, Lisbon, discusses
the possibility of selling fine pictures in the US, to be supplied by
shject. -*Only very well known ones .. ¢an be s0ld in the way you sug-
gest. If I find a buyer, you must be ready to send me docments, photo- ‘
graphs, expert opinions, etec, +... Among the moderms, Rouault and Pigasso

. are easily sold,provided they are femous pictures and of very good quality.
«e We can do several million dollar's worth of business if what we can
offer is suitable and if the payments present no dengers.® (19)

Letter from shject to Leonard SYEVERLYNCK, PO 558, Montevideo, Uruguay
" gives his addressee in care of Mlle. SIDONIE, 116 rua Arthiliria, UM. 4,
Lisbon, ZExeminer's note says the latter name is clearly written in this
comunication and may be taken for the correct spelling of the lady pre-
viously liated as LIDURINE or LiDOINE. (March 15, 1943). (20)

letter from sub jeet to :mles STEVERLYNCK, 11;7_5 Alsina, Buenos Aires, asks
if he would like to buy art objects with the funds he (addressee) has
availeble in Belgiume (21)

Vo

Note: Later correspondence with Nat SMOLIN gives his address as
' 61 Wwashington Square South NYC (29 April 43) or 300 West 108
St., NYC, according to cable from subject, 36 spril 43). (22)

vt

Sourcess A '
19, BER 50866, 23 August 1941
20. 87T 30462, 15 March 43
21, ST 30463, 19 March 43
22, NYC 435,363-A end NYC 394,001-A
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- Zurich, Switzerland, in which Rado advised Krause that he was then living in
‘Santiago and was employed in a tammery there. The purpose of this letter was

'-ﬂ Pecs. This letter indicabed that up- until 1940 Rado was in Japan.

Martin 11h3, 3rd Floor, Buenos Aires, was in receipt of a letter from Leslie

" Rado of Buenos Aires in a letter to George G. Hestereny, 306 West 75th Street,

“JORGE RADO

" CALLE SAN MARTIN 111:3
- 3rd FLOOR :

" BUENOS AIRES .

, Reliable sources have indicated that on July 7, 1943, Jorge Rado,
Roberto del Rio 1498, Santiago, Chile, addressed a letter to Ignace Krause of -

to inquire of Krause for latest news of a mutual school friend, one Max de

Another reliable source has stated that Doctor Jorge Rado, Calle San

Fuchs of the Cross Ocean Trading Company, 1i3 West 96th Street, New York City.
This letter indicated that Rado was filing his application for a visa for the
United States. Fuchs suggested to Rado that he withhold some information to
facilitate receipt of his visa, particular reference being made to the extensive
travels made by Rado which Fuchs stated are always looked on with suspicion.
Fuchs made the following statement in this letter, "It is unpleasant that you
could not get an affidavit about yourself. It is not necessary to give an = -
official document, just a balance about how many'paintings you have, their worth _
‘your worth and your_laat yearts income. You may have it signed with consulate. g

" Some kind of verification is neceéssary but no one will count your paintings or

examine them if they are framed or not. You may say what you want even if they o
believe it or not. Try to get such a list and send it to us that we should |
prove that you are independent and that your existence is assured." -

Through other rellable sources it was ascertained that Doctor Jorge

New York City, stated that he had a collection of four. paintings by Molanr
which are: (1) "Christ Before Filate", (2) "The Mount of Olives", (3) "The
Crucifixion" and (L) »The Resurrection". Rado offered these paintings for sale
in New York at $900 (U.S. Ce) indicating “they are cheaper than I paid there"
(Hungary). Rado also stated that he had a large picture by Naray aeirel
(phonetic) which he would sell for 3&50 (U.S.c.).

Reliable sources have stated ‘that the Argentine vessel "SS Rio Jachal" | g'

sailed fram Buenos Aires on February 15, 19L5, with New Orleans as its desti-

nation., Jorge Rado and his family were booked as second class passengers to
Tampico, Mexico. Rado is 32 years of age, Hungarian national, who gives his .
occupation as an organizer of expositions. His wife, Clara, is 28 years of age
and & Hungarian national. They have one son, Tomas, who is 2% years of age and
an Argentine by ‘birth. ; o v
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J €7 '\PNT!AL _ NY FIN 40827
| Genéorahig Intercept
 Proms DR, KURT ammssm 703 %. RICHARD ZINSER
' SAN BFRNARDINO 1 . 7022 MANSE STREET
«EX160, D.F. (COL DEL VALLE) - FUREST HILLS, L.I., NY

Date of Commmmication: 10 Januery 1945

Sender states:

2Give my love to our little flower girl, (See Ex. notes), you can't
imagine how we are lonmging for her. But if she does not want to stay
with us, she vill feel well with you, I hope. But don't let her gol*

Sender 1nfom -hddressee that after much di.rﬁculty he has ahippod the
case (Sae notes). Ho says:

%, As soon as I will hear, that it £irally came in your posession (sie)
I will be calmed again and I certainly know, that the whole matter couldn't
be in bettexf_» hande. than in yours.*

Examiners Notea

1, NY 380989 from addrossee to sender. dated June 19, 1944 disclogex

that 2inser stated that Stavemhagen must depend entirely on his own
capabilities, especially in connsction with “the picture® as he (Zinser)
could not be involved. Zinser emclosed a photograph of a painting by
Pisanello *Porfile of & Lady* stating that it was in collection of the
Nationsl Gallery of Art Washington D.C. snd was a companion panel of the
above mentioned *picture*, “Zinser werned Stavenhagen that even the painter's
neoue Of the *Pink Lady* should not eppear in future ‘correspondence, and
requested Stavenhagen not to ask any questions.

2, S8SA 21222 from N.D. Zimmer, Av. Newton 43, Mexico, DF to addressee dated
Sept. 1 1944 discloses that addressee shipped Zimmer, on Stavenhagent's ad-
vice, & painting by Pisanello, which Zimdr reported was *suspicious to the
point thet the American government has 1nvoatigatoé. Zimmer stated that
he wuld ndt be involved in dealings of this kind, and that he would
deliver the painting to Stavenhage on Zinser's personal order.

3 8&212&76 from addressee to seﬁﬁMeﬂ 10 Sept. 10, 191;!; discloses
that addressee in rl:lacming the sh.ipmgt tg;m‘.»Nc n. Zimr inspructed
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Le SAFIN 11003 from aender“ to ddroaaee. dated Oct. 7 1944 covers
a communication 1n which stavenhegan stated;

*Just one. more word confidentially: You k.now, that nw heart still belongs
' " +

: no,you:think it poasible, that
I will see her again or do you knov her 1ntentions for the future? If so,
Please let me know, . After all the letters I got, I was sure that she could
stay with me and I thought, that we overcame all difficulties.® Sender
added that there were some mgq_yery'mnhh,iqteregteq in her. -

‘ 1045 28
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P L : Re: TR. KENT STAVENHAGEN
: o San Bernn“d*no 18, Colonia del Valle, Mex1co, D. F.

-
b . .

. " Reliable sources of information have furnlshea the follow1ng 1nformatlon
concernlng Dr. Kent Stavenhagen~ :

Durlnv the year 1941 sevaral meetings were held in Stavenhagen's.
residence in Mexico Tity. The purpose of these meetings was to influence the to.
wealthy Jewish persons who attended to believe the best Wag to combat Nazism
was to support Communism. Contributions were solicited xTOﬁ those present for

‘ the benefit of the Free German Movementa ‘ . .

Stavenhagen has bought and sold numerous nve31ous stones and has purchased
several paintings from art dealers in the United Statese He has alsc lent hls
f . aid to several European refugees who were d651rous of enterlng dﬁxlco.‘

On August 7, 1942, Stavenhagen's appllcat on for a- re~entrJ permit to
the Unlted States was givéen unfavorable consideration by the Departmental
'Commlttee, which opinion was upheld by the Interdepartmental Visa Réeview
Committee on August 11, 1942, and again by the Interdepartmental Committee
: Number II on October 1, 1942, This latter opinion was rendered in spite of a
; : reguest of . a representative,of the War Production Board who stated it would" be
| ~ desirable for the appliéant to be in Mexice to stimulate.the prodﬂction‘of a -
| 7 special type of mica needed in the war effort. On.October: 12, 1942, Division C

“of the Visa Review Commlttee again rendered an unfavorable opinicn in conrection
i with this application giving as an. additional reason that before the beglnnlng
o of the war Stavenhagen used a Dutch passport to proceed from Holland to England,
! stating that he wanted it for protectlon, He later varied this. testlmony and
i said that he did not know why he wanted it. It is to bé noted thit he had a
' valid German passport at this time. With regard to the Dutch basgpéft, informas-
' tion was furnished to the Eritish Ministry of Lconomic Warfare by “the Netherlands
authorities that the Dutch passport appeared tc be a forgery and certain of. its
pages had been treatad With acid and“a new ph@tovraph haa been inserted,

. ' March 1945, Dr. Stavenhagén advised an aSSO?ldLE, Hr.. Paul de _

: 'AOeulsberg, that he had sold several watches.and paintings including the Beechy

 painting of Marshall Blucher, the Berxhemde, the Bec,afuml, the de la Pacchia
and the Van der Stry. - . .

' In October; 1944, Dr. Stavenhagen sent tqaa>Df; Max Schwabacher, ~
Santiago, Chmle,“a banh draft for $46,500 Chilean .pesos drawn by Paula Chede
: IOenlgsbﬂrg. : A ’ e

[

‘ Dr. Stavenhagen was born . onw P6/(b)(6) L ‘He is
- 5'9% in height and. has brown eyes.: He stated that he was a proiecblonal ’
' expert dealing -in diamonds and ofher precious stones,

e it
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For several months %‘hey have been discussing in morc or lesa ’
guarded terms a presumably valuable painting, which they claim is.
Pisanello's "Une.Princesse d'Este," also described as "The Flower
Girl" and the "Pink Lady." The original pa:mtlng whlch was in the
Louvre was estimated at $250,000. M, Rehe Huyghe, Chief Curator
of Palntlngs at the Louvre Museum, has wmtten that all paintlngs

From FOREI® ECONOHIC AIMINISTRATION Preliminary Report, May 5, 1945, "Looted Art
in Occupied Territories, Neutral Countries and Latin America." p. 39.
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‘Addi;séx . Av. Newton 43, Mexmo or (1) (2)

lLetter from subject to Richard ZINSER (qv). reveals that 21nser ahipped to subject at

the advice of Dr. Kurt STAEENBAGEN’(QV) a painting by Pisanello, which Zimmer reported

was %guspicious to. the point that the American government has investigated." Sub ject

stated. that he would not be involved in dealings of this kind and that he would deliver
‘ the painting to stavenhagen on Zinser's personel order. 1)

Connected with FRIMERA Ipudstria Mexicana de Diementes, S.A. (2)
(3) FBI Report - no information
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SAFEHAVE‘N List, 21 Nov 45 (I‘.‘estem Hamisphare file)
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. - ZINSER, R(ichard) H. | |
' Aﬁ@reés: 7022 Manse St., Forest Tills, NY

%

Correspondlng with Kurt STAV“N?AGﬁh. 18 San Eernardino. Colonla del Valle. M6x1co DF ~
art ‘dealer ~ regarding a Durer print, Adam and Tve, which Stavenhagen wanted delivered
to Mre. Issbel Mill (q.v.). Subject writes that the print was sold at Parke Bernet’
"last week" for 1100, .. '"but the service you ask e to do cannot. be pursued at. this
. time.. but I advise you nct to come back o these things unless I call upon you.! )
be subgect is to ‘acquire the print is not clear. EL) -

Offers Renoir Nude to STAVENHAGEN for $9000. (2)
Letter £o SEmon BENIN, Me:d.co ity (qv) reports of results of NY auction(a)
See  STAVENHAGEN cards for reports on correspondence regarding Pisanello picture and
*the little flower girl,* which appears to be very suspicious. 3

. Letter from STAVENHAGEN reports an o:t‘fer of $5000 for the Renoir Nude end asks subject
to write his reaction t6. this low offer in a letter which can be shown to client. (4)

_ Sources here consider him shrewd, with instict for good things with no. great knowledge |
of them. Was formerly a jeweller in Stuttgart, married to & Belgien. Bought some

things in US but origin of gome of things brought from Germany is unknown. Considered
unreliable, but reputation may be due to

jealousy of- hi
~-other dealers, ) ‘ J y 8 successful operations by
1 ) Also see folder on 7?%?;? mis h Te St 1y , continued
m
1045299
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ZINSER, Richard H o

 Formerly an officer in the German army. Is said to be. unﬂer'SUSpicion

of being a German agent, along with his w1fe, but reasons for this -
- unknown.. (6)" A _

l§ubject received letfer from Dr. Kurt Stavenhagen dated ? May with
"Statement covering paintings shipped during past year.“(7) -

Card at Iberien Beak, no additional ORION 1nformation (8/38/45).
(8) FBI Report
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'f’fieport from “George" filed Western Hemlsphere Study. |

- bA-zlvm? 7 May,1945

4 May 45
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/ Komnlette Liste aller Cendlde und Zeichnungen aus den
Geschiften mit H fofer und Boehmer, mit oder chne
~Intervention Vendlands oder Buemaings, -

4 1, COROT CA JLLE Lesender 8nch, sitzend, ,
A2t Landschaft mit zwei lilusern, Lwd,
Landschaft mit Ungebung von Beauvais,
San Giorgic Hasgiore in Venedig, =
. . Pont en-Royans,
COURBET G .. Felsenlands c:hai‘t
DAUBIGNY CH, Bauernhaus 'em Flussufer,
DAUMIER H, - _ Baccantische Szene, '
DEGAS B, . Badende Frau sitzend 73 x 86 cm, |
E Ballettdnzeriine, Kohlestudie m, Kreide,
Prau dem Bade entsteigend.
Balletprobe, Lvd,
Ce . Badende TFrau stehend.,
VAN GOCH ' Bluzen in einem Glase, Lwd,
R - Bildnis eines Mamnes.
, LUCAS E. . : Fltichtende Frauen yLwd.
CMANET E, - - , Die Toilette (rmuerrﬂct mit haube)
MONNIER M, Stadt am Flussufer, T,
- RENOIR A, Wald von Fontainebleau L,
, ROUSSEAU TH.. . Landschaft mit Briicke,
RODIN A, : - Weiblicher Akt, Zeichnung mit Aquarell.
SISLEY A, Am Ufer der Seine, 45 x 58 cm,
e . Die Loing bei Morat mit rotem Dach,
 Am ’.,emeufer, dat 1877.
,ANCE\IY R MEISTER Landschaft mit Gartentor, Oel auf Holz.
COROT = - | : Liseuse, _
. MANET, ‘ ' Blumen in einem Glase,
- DEGAS Jockey Reitér,
VAN GOGH A . Kl. Landschaft, '
COURBZT Schlafendes M#dchen, . e
'DEGAS . lime Cerus,
» RENOIR, - Anemonen,
SEURAT . larine, ‘
SISLEY Fluss mit Oostbéiz:men.
- COROT Hafen von Toulan,
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. 38, MONET. C.

3% :
40, SISLEY,
lbl 52e . '

21_1,, RIE‘IOIR

. 42, "TNGRES

E 71{-30 T :

4y, DEGAS,

& li-éo :

47, DAUMIER
13, SEURAT
49, SEURAT

. SOo.RE‘IOIRa
53~¢ ) :
. 52,. COROT
53 v
51—?*9 CQROT; )

Torbogen in Genua,
Felsenlandschalt,
Stilleben 1380,
Harine dat, 13532 .

Landschaflt Gemlise und Obstgarten dat, 107;.
12 Belcmzmven‘

.Portxﬁt S

14 -
Hr, et Ev&ne.» Remel,
THnzerin Rickenansicht,
" Vorderansicht,
Nackte Frau vor dem 3piegel,
Zirkus, ‘
Priester,
Blouse blanche,
Etude de tete,
Dans: a la campagne, .~
Sitzendes I\&’idchen, ‘
Stilleben,

,mdame ;;tumbz\ mit ‘l‘ochter. .

7
.

Die mlt + versehenen sind die vbrlw.ui'teﬁ s fhe ohne = d.ié mferk;xuf‘ten
-~ GemHlde uad’ ‘emhnunren., ' )
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- ECONOMIC WARE‘ARE DEPARDMT
EOREI@\T OFFICE, -
Berkeley ng.re House ,
Berkeley Square, W,1.-

Lth June. 1945,

Bear CooPer,

We leam that on M,amh 9th, Paul Graupe New York asked

‘Dr, Gerd lanz of Zurich for a.nfonnat:.on on what happened re

ﬂﬁlﬁlﬁnﬁ-and in particulare whether the Altdorfer could be recovered,

We understand that Paul Graupe is the owner af a pamtmg by
‘the femous painter, Altdo¥fer, When he left France, he asked Hans -
Wendland to take the painting from France to Switzerland and. keep it
for him, Havmg heard nothing from Wendland for two and a half
years, Paul Graupe has started a suit for demages against Wendland
and his enqulry to Zur:.ch was concemmg this act:.on.

The above m:f'omat:.on was received from ‘l;he Amar:.ca.n Embassy

here and is passed to you for your records

Yours sinecerely, j

 7,H, CLARK.

Wing Commander D, Ce@er,
M.F.A, & A, Brench,
Room 3/14, Flat No 22
1323 Nevern Mana:.ons,

Warwick Road, S.W.5. = | N
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Sebtember 26, 1945

E@RET

Subject: Hans WENDLAND, Apt Dealer

1, Early reports and information from the Primer show
this man to be a 1@hly suspect art dealer, an agent for the
f'ccheq Art 1Ja]lery in Lucerne, an art importer, a suspected
"buyer for the GOZRING collectﬁon, and a suspected salesman

 for pilctures stolen from France--~the proceeds of the latter
sales being credited to the accountcof RIBBENTROP,

2, In February 19045 subject was reported living at
‘the Bois d' Avault (Believue) Geneva, 1in the property of the
Count lMaurice de HANOT 3'Hartoy, Consul for the Dominican
Republic, 4n May 1945 he was reported to have rented a small
house 1in Geneva for three years. e apparently released his
entire staff and stored, or disposed of, his tapestries,
furniture and paintinga ~ 4t this time he allied himself with
the rreles Jeutschlan d ﬂroup, giving them financial sunpoft.
Subject's niece holds a Kexican passport and was secretary in
_ ermany for a Swiss diplqmat. WENDLAND 1s reported to have
been attenbtin» to transfer part of his large fortune to her
name , :

3, wLNDLnND claims to be Jewish and to have saved

tne fortunes of many Jewish friends in Germany. He is reported
to have connections with a New Lork art dealer, a certain o
HEILWAN or HEIMANN, Another New York man, one W&INHEIM, 1s
reported to be a partner of WENDLAND's, -In July of thns year

an Austrian artist named WOTRUBA s reoorted to have b

preparing to leave Switzerland to settle some jolnt accountg

in single paintings for WENDLAND in Paris,

4, buring the German oocupation WENDLAND'S wife made
numsrous trins tc Baris to buy and sell jewels for her lover,
Comte Bernard d'ONCIAU, who lived at Monte Carlo, but who later
moved to St. %oritz, ln August a report from an excellent
Swiss source stated that Slmeon hIP“unuAND of Geneva, an important
private banker from Berlin, was trying to Dass WZNDLAND off as
a Jew and to secure him an A¥gentime passport. HIRSCHLAND also
appears to be an art chlector<and'part time dealer, He is known
to have worked with a certain Dr, PEIST in selllng pictures from
Holland and Germany in Switzerland, . HIRSCHLAND receives money
from the United States and appears to have well placed connections
there,

{

104543



- :CLﬁSS'ED
“Oﬂl)' 75‘0/68

3y ﬁJmmmwQ@M

¥

P ey - - B 4

.. SECRET

5, With the foregoing as background, a report
received here dated 25 September 1945 states that one BNGEL,
an Austrian, married toa British ‘woman, acted as an art
dealer in Faris during the occupation, <There he sold many
paintings to Professor HABERSIOUK, who our source reported to
have been one of GOEKHING's purchasing agents., (&s our source
also says that HABERSTOCK i1s under arrest in the Amerilfan Zone
in Germany, this 1nformation should be checked,) After the
liberation of France, ENGEL got himself appointed by the
Securite Militaire as their art. expert and, as such, was sent
tO'uw1bzerland. Here WAENDLAND met and bousht the man. ENGEL
sold some of WENDLAND's paintings for 300,000 Swiss francs
and arranged tq have the rest of JuhDLaﬂD's assets transferred
to France, #With these palntln s and the money the pair intended
to en an ark.-store in Paris, LNGEL promised WENDLAND that he
would zet him the necessary visas and have his name removed
from the French Black List, which he seems to have accomplished,
as WENDLAND is again in brance. : ~

[

8, Weg are most 1ﬂterested in any additional 1nform—
tion on the personalities mentioned herein,

1

&

i
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o =  Berlin, August 2@,‘1946«“.
Sabject: Hams w«n&lana | o -
! *ﬁa“' y Extarnaa &3@@%@ Branch, Finanse B&viaian

‘ﬁanamanta, Pre Arta and Arahivea Sectian,
‘*Eacnamias Bivisiaﬁ A

v‘x?bamj ”{ Offioe of Political Affa‘rs

B Thﬁ follewing informatian has been aupplied by the .
Ameriean Eﬁbaaay 4in- ana and the Ameriaan Legatien in Bern:

Hana Wendland a. ﬁezman natzenal wha
*allagadlg auperviaaﬂ Gea)ﬂ g8 - ‘ i apara*
tions and who may have besn a member af’tha
G n intelligence

Serme @ervice ana 8 eerman
‘financial operator, 1 ‘ wd ;
itely approximately

~waa picked up by the Roms A
and held for dispoaition.
A1st -0of CGermans to be rep:
from Switzerlend, the De
rsia?manﬂaa that ha e

ﬁ&?EE a&viaed this @ffice 1aat week th&% Wandlanﬁ '
wwnl& be.detalned for interrcgation, Parther pertioulars
- may ‘be abtaina& fram Qolensl ilbra 3 ema, ﬁSFF?.

V. m.c’.hase

-wﬁﬁéﬂkliﬁgiﬁt (42508)
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_ Address: Bois d'Avault, Bellevue, Geneva. (Cooper)

Collector and art dealer ' :
Good expert, specially on Italian paintings, but thoroughly dishonest.

Used to live in Berlin, then settled in lugano, where he was engaged in buying
picturegs. He has also been living in Paris before the war, His wife is French.

Was ‘a partner of REBER until about 15 years ago. Thenvthéy went to law, and are

not working together anymore. (B/3 Cz. & S.H.)

Present activities: Is said to have been buying pictures in Switzerlaznd and on

the Cote d'Azur, or o have requisitioned them (see No. 255, C/2 WO),
Has soldte-mouY&-bo-setting ldoted works of art on the Swiss market. (B/2 T.W.E.)
He is certainly working for the FISCHER Gallery in Lucerne. (B/1 S.H.)

(27) TFEA Report, sug 45, p.33 - Adequate resumé'from sources {1} and (11) chiefly.

o . end p.23, 25 - same

Iﬁd. - Switzerland

Sold pictures looted by theAERR thfough HOFER of Berlin. Bought from BIRSCHANSKY
7 in Paris., (Cooper addition to his Veucher card). :

Copy of Vaucher card

- e e

(1) & (2)
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1. V=ucher Cémmi’ctee card
2. DMFAA INTRA/§2979, 10~30=-44., Rpt. {0 Roberts Commission

i
|
Swiss Desk, Checled 12 July, nothing
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. rman natlonal‘ Well knpvn German art dealer, collector, llving alternately 1n
;ﬁarls, Flo“ence, German) and Swztzerland for p&bt 25 FEars.

P 'Travelled to France, Ital} and Germany nn several times between 1940-4,.
" . Formerly - resident in Lucerne.
. Known' to have bought and imported works of art from Germany, Italy and .
- France. Agent for Gelerie FISCHER in negotiating deal in looted plctures
- with Andreas HOFER in Berlin.
- . Nov. 42 received a whole railroad car of art works from Par1~, whlch viere
" cleared through LAVANCHY, agents, in Lausanne.
Took = two vanloads of art works from Lucerne and one from Basle when he
ﬁoved to Geneva from Lucerne, these saio to have arrived from Italy in early
OV 43

" Has been workirg in close cooperaticn with German Legaticn 1n Berne and with
' Andreas HOFER in Berlin. :

&

: In close touch always with all art-dealers, and knew contents of private col-
-1ect10ns well.

i

Claimed to have'bought Degas'A"Mﬁe. Canius au Piand" from a Paris déalér;
though he knew KANN and ROSENBERG well and must have known it was stolen.

p BIRSHANSKI (qv—france) s01d thls Degas (Mme uamus at the Plano) to subj
/" after it was stolen from thn§Alphonse KANN collection in Paris. (7)

J;ererly in AOSENBERG Lolle”tlon (7)
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”Aﬂdreays‘z Hotel National, Lucerne ‘ . , .’ L | ;

Made frequent trips between Switzerland and Frence. Deals with P. GRAUPE (qv), NYE
and A. GOLDSCEMIIT (qv), Cuba, though he seems to have fallen out with the ‘latter

by Nov. 1941. (3)« Report of 18 Jan 4l states that he exchanged a Grunewald Portrait '

of a2 Man which he found in England in 1939 with the Munich Pinakothek for a Baphael.
a Dou which he soon sold, and Rubens Madonne and Child, Has also bought ana sold
pictures from RUSENBERG. (4)

Is said to have made a fortune selling to prominen‘l: German buyera. especially HABER-
STOCK. Has laisses~passer for both zones in France, keeps a large apertment at the

" Ritz (Paris) and buys every important picture that turns up, especially J‘ewish Pro-

perty which was very cheap. Is the richest dealer in Iucerme. (5)

Two local sources agree that sub;iect is a speculator of doubtful character, though
having considerable taste and knowledge. Has been close to REBER  (qv) and has
dealt with many international houses. (6)

GRATPE is suing -subject for recovery of paznting by Altdorfer which he entrusted

to subject for safekeeping wheh Graupe left France, Has not heard from subject for
2% yvears. (7)

Worked with GOIDSCIMDI‘ GRAIIPE. "KLEINBERGER "who cannot do business: under present
conditions.? (9

Ind. - Switzerland re
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FFC ~1. 18 Jen hh. (Card from Robts Comm. files)

FFC - 2 and FFC 3, 18 Jan 4l and 1942 correspondence. (Card froin Robts. Comm, )

FFC 3. Card from Robts Comm. quoting letter from Count. van FREY in Switz. to
.. FOWLEY, of Duveen Bros, NYC, 23 Dec az .
Sachs and/swarzenski ' : :

Cable to Dr. Gerd LANZ, Zurich from CREBFE in Safehaven files, State Dept..
“dated 9 Mar 4_5. no intercept number. '

'~ 8, FFC report, letter from De- FREY to -FOWLES, 6 oct 41.
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- 3= Ind. - Switzerland

Subject is said to be the ®natural son of the Kaiser or the King of Saxony.®
Wes & Prussien officer in World War I. Employed for a while in Keiser Friedrich
Museum, Berlin (See J. Rosenberg), later became an art dealer travelling ex-
tensively. Described as "extremely intelligent about art mastters with a penchant
for complicating the simplest things. (9 - quohke is from 5 also)., Had joint '
perticipation with Theodor FISCHER in GHAUPE's pictures, was often financed by
FiSCHER. (9)

Is reported to have bought Degas Mme. Camus at the Piano formerly in the Rosenberg

collection, from BIRSCHANSKI, Paris dealer said to be in the US since 1942. (30)
.See: dossier on FISCHER for further data on pictures from Rosenberg collection

reported to have passed through subject's hands. ,
Nov, 1942 received a whole railrcsd car of art works from Paris, which were

cleared through LiVANCHY, sgents, in Lsusanne. Took two venloads of ert works from -
Jucerne and one from Besle when he moved to Geneva from Iucerne, these said to have :

errived from Italy in early Nov. 1943. Has been working in close cooperation with

German Legeticn in Berne and with andress FIOFER (q.v.) in Berlin. Stated that Herr :

Helmut BEYER (g.v.) is the member of the German legation employed in conveylng pic-
tures scross German border. (11)

In contact with LEROY, now in Switzerlemd. (12)
The above mentioned saleg of Mme. Camus at the Piano to subject

“took place after it had been stolen from the Alphonse KANN collection
in Parls.(l3) ‘ ‘ , o continued : B
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9. TFFC Report NYG8-2818, Jan L.
10. IN- 9321, 4 April 1945.
11. . Cooper Switz. rpt. 22-3-45 INTR/655/2/1MFA
12. Vaucher draft list of French dealers 23-3-45. “
13. INTR/655/2/MFA  22-3-45 ' 5




A TENDLAND,

Hans -l , , . Ind. - switzerland
Brit. lLegation, Berne reparts that LAVANCHY, hitherto found reliable, have searched
their records back to 1940 and find no trace of a railroad car for subject. (14)

Has been known to Dre. Hans SCHMEIDER (reliable Swiss source)} since 1914, but SCHIEZIDER
Has had nothing to.do with him lately. Subject is said to have had difficulties with
Swiss police. Mas travelled frequently between Geneva and France during the ofcupation.
fas very valuable pictures stored with Collaborators in France., (15)

Documents captured at Berchtesgaden identify Subject as Ztrich art dealer
connect him with Goering!s art transactions 1942-44. (16)

Villa subject rented in Switzerlsnd begonged to Count HANOT D'HARTOY (qv)e (37)

French gource states that PETRAZZINI, an old Swiss Ca¥alry Officer and trafficker was
in contact with subject. (18)

Married to Charlotte WENLAND (ree.l neme: Simone HERMESDORF), who lived at Bois d'Avault,
Bellevue, Geneva until May 15, 1945. Subject is reported to have accumulated works
of art at this address: (18) , .

See also SAFEHAVEN REPORT, XX 7376, 15 June 45

Re Nos. 11 end 15 above, subject now reported to have worked throusgh tran
of Bondi in Paris., (19) gh sport firm

1045586
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14.XL 9718, SAFERAVEN Ref. No. 30, 3 May 45
fi 15 }m‘aée_a.,, SAFEHMAVEN Io. 40, 10 May 45, Lendon
f 16. XX 7255 2 June 45 | i
In’; 17 X¥7673 (card from CRION, London = Fre source) g:
f} 18, X% 7675 = Card from ORION, ‘Londonv ~ Fr. source. 3
Il 19. SAFEHAVEN Report No. 205, July 7, 1945, ¥-r 12S1S
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| B © Ind, - Switzerland

Sub ject renorted to ‘have been connected w1th German Concul POLACK (qv) and von
MOSCH (qv). #xk (20)

(21) XL 15175 18-9=45 p. 17-18

‘ (22) XX 9037-4 9-17-45 - Letteg;frompsubject to FISGHER ré 3 million francs of BOHMER

" used for purchase of "Madame Camus“ etc.
(23) XX 9037-7-c¢ Gemman Dealer List (Vaucher) 7-16-45 p. 16

(24) LSX-002-627 - info. of 6-29-45 - Interrog. Rpts. folder: Worked with BOITEL (qv)
and LEEGENHOEK (qv)in Paris. S

(&) KIRCHLAND (qv) - French card. Dealt with subject in French art.

(26) BX-405, 26 Sept 45. Confirms previous reports. Dealings with ENGEL.(qv-France);
S connections with de HANOT, FETNEMANN, WEINHETM, WOTHUBA,
d'ONCIEU, HIRSEHLAND, (qv-all).

Niece of subject holds Miexican passport; was secretary to Swiss diplomat in Germeny;
subject reported trying to transfer pert of his large fortune to her neme. Subject
also trying to obtain Argentine passport through HIRSCHLAND, MNow in Paris through
efforts of ENGHEL (qv). (26) 1In May 45 reported to have rented small house in
Geneva for three yeers, after leaving de HANOT villa. (26)

. Proceeds of his sales in stolen art from France credited to RIBEENTROP's account. (26)

b AR e g0 P
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Switzerland

"WENDLAND, Hans

Subject'was'HDFER's ¢hief contact in Frence and Switzerland. Seems to have had
a hend in every deal. (28)

Close connection between subject and DEQUOY. (29)

SubJect and UUEb”ER entered into an exchenge of art objects. (C.I.R. #1 - Exchange
#25). WUESTEIR stated he paid subject zbout 700,000 French frencs for tapestry and
Cuyp painting. (30 ,

Bef. (10): ROCHLITZ stated he sold the three paintings to subject, not BIRTSCHAN-
SKY., Subject then sold them to FISCHER, The pictures are Degas' "Mme., Camus at
the Pieno," Corot's "Mme. Stumpf and her deughter", and Braque'S "Still Life®. (31)
The pictures are from the ROSENBERG and KANN Collections.
' (Berne)
{Memorandumion subject prepdred from ORION material, submitted to Federal Political
Dept. in Jan 46, for transmission to Swiss Compensation Office to be used by them
in an investigation of subject. (32)

29 June 45 BL Worked with BOITEL and LEEGENHOIK in Paris. (24)

e B 2

»
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28,
29,
0.

3l.

32,

XX 9663 C.I.R. #2 p.13 N

X 9234-2l-a - WILDENSTEIN report, |p.4 - see folder

XX 9234-21~b - WUESTER report, p.3|- see Tolder

SAFEHAVEN Report #6558, 17 Nov 45 (from Robts. Com.)

SAFEHAVEN Report #244, 28 Jan 46 (Robts. Com. )
Econie
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f refugee, would be a Jew.
time witﬂ Simone Hermesdor?

la in Geneva and furnishes 1t with works

iom'rranee with the assent of the Germsn
againat Hitler in July 1944, sends ¥Jin-'

ucerne, Lausanne, Vevey, Bfike and Zlrich. In

Dolack, von m°scn (B/z Fr )
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. From EOBEIW ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION Pralimimry Repcrt, May 5, 1945, “Looted Art
in Occupied Territories, Neutral Countries and Latm America." p. 10.

’W‘s-c’ DE:"

Galerie Fischer, art ‘concern in Lucerne which has been blacklisted. The owner

is Theodore Fischer but it is believed the gallery is now in the name of his

sons. Theodore Fischer has been interviewed a number of times, and there is still
some discrepancy in his statements. He [atated that Andreas Hofer, Berlin art
dealer and sgent for Goering started caming to Switzerland to purchase works of
art in 1941, and that he contacted the principal art dealers, including Fischer.
He always paid in Swiss francs. In the |summer of 1942 he bought from Fischer
German and Dutch masters velued at spproximately 250,000 Swiss frs. but made no
pasyment. Fischers's agent, DR. HANS WENILAND, then returned with a selection of
French Impresionist pictures, duly delivered in the autumn and winter of 1942,
which according to a new scheme proposed by Hofer would compensate Fischer for the
amount due him for the paintings he sold. Fischer claims that he is an expert in

(OVER)

rpoe e
wod oo
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| a.n.tiq_ues and tapestrles, .and. d:xd not know their Value or realize their origin
‘ Nathan, art expert from St. Gall, came to examine them. There were 32 painting,s

and 1l drawings. A few have been sold, ’the rest are in Lucerne and Fischer has

agreed not to dispose of any of them. It should be noted, however, that the lists

%.. of - ‘paintings and drawings furnished by Fischer do not tally.

The origin of Degas' ‘%adame Camus an Piano" is less certein. One source stated
that it came from the Alphonse Kahn Collection. another that DR. WENDLAND bought
it for Flscher in a legitimate doal. from the Parisian art deal Birschanskl.

. —-me FOREIGN ECONOMIC MIIIISSIRATIG}I Preliminary Report, -May-5,.-1845,
‘“Leoted Art in Occupied Tarritori{as. Neutral Countries and Iatin Ameri'c

‘between 1940-1943, and to have 1mp0'
: Italy and France .

He acted for the Galerie Flscher in
| Hofcr of Berlln 1nvolving looted art.
J A rellable source stated that in Novembef 1942 hé‘reéei?ed'é:§é{iﬁa§£}f
‘van full of}worko of art from Paris

.

rted’ works of art from Germamy,Vi

SRR TR
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négotiating deals with Andréas’
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Well known -as-'an ‘art dealer and: collector, and hav1ng llved ‘in Franc

and Switzerdand for the ‘past 25 years, he was acquainted
e contents of most pri-

and Paul R

B

- Italy, Germany
with all the prin01pal art dealers and knew. th

From FOREIGN ECONGMIC MMISTRATION Preliminary Report. Mey 5, 1945, "Looted
Art in Occupied Territories, Neutral Countries and Latin America. " p. 36, 37:

(OVER)

See Theodore Fischer.
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France. He acted foxn-th negotiating deals with i

indreas Hofer of “B6Tiin invélving locted art. .A reliable source stated
that in Novembor 1942 he received a railway-van full of works of art from
Paris, When he moved from-Lucerno to‘Genev& he took two van-loads from
Iucernc, and another~ffpm Basle, which were said to have contained works
"of art shippod from Italy early in November 1943, He has also worked in
close co=-operation with the German Legation in Berne, and was at one time
a partner of Reber. Well known as-an|art dealer end ccllector, and hav=
ing lived in France, Italy, Germany a$d Switzerland for the past 25 years,
'ho was acquainted with all the principal art dealers and knew the con-

. idenbs,of most private co including thosg of ilphonsg X

From FOREIGN ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION Revised Report, August, 1945, "Looted Art in

Occupied Territories, Neutial Countries and Latin Americe.” p. 34.
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WILDENSTEIN et Cie.

£y e
Aty .

Collections

-Address: © 57 rue de la Boetle, Paris

S Impbriant international'art firm. Branches in London, Bond Street, end
" New York. Specialists. in French art. ’

‘M. Georges WiLDENSTEIN owner, now in New.York. Considered expert authofity}y

C.

author, of some standard works on. French- Art of 18th and 19th cens. Also published:

of weekly "Beaux Arts" and monthly review "Gazette des Beaux Arts", published

“after June 40 in New York, while M, George GRAPPE, Conservateur of the Musee

Rodin and president of the "Groupe Collaboration® and M, d'ESPESEL of the Biblio=
theque Nationale took over Parls magazine. KO indication, however, that WILDEN-
STEIN or London branch are connected with activities of "Gazette des Beaux Arts"
which appeared during: occup@tion, or with M, DERUOY (av) (1)

WILDENDTWIN premises taken over. in Paris by ENGEZL, Herbert HOFMAN end Dr. KUETGENS

' ‘for the CGermans, and pictures stored in SOURCHES rep081tory siezed, DEQUOY colleb-

orated in this. (1) Collection assessed at low price by an engraver, Jacques
BELTRAND, and the sum deducted from French reparations to Germans. This negotia-

- tion called & sale to the Germans. (2) DEWOY reported to heve instigated a com-

mission of German officers to take the WILDENSTEIN pictures from the repository
of SOURCHES. (3) : g ‘ ‘
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1. Véuoher draft 1ist oft French Deale;q 23 Mar 45.

2 + to R, Lee, 4 Oct 44,
e Vﬁucher card on DEQUOY
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Iajor von BEHR, chief of ERR is held r95ponsible for theft of WILDENSTEIN
' ‘nlctures, including two Watteaus, the Durer and 6 Fragonards. (4) )

' (UILDENSTEIN is believed to have bought or at least to contvol the Dav1d’UEILL
(qv) Collection. C.H.S. ) :

‘Dr.’PFITZNER told~BUNIES on 14 May 41 that scting on ordets from the Fuhrer he
had issued written order for the removal of the WILDENSTEIN Collection from the
Louvre deposit _in the Chateau de SOURCHES to Germany; (5) :

 Under direction of DEQUOY and FABIANI (qv—both) 52 modern paintlngs from various
Jewish collections were deliver d to 142 Faubourg St. _onore, Paris. (said by
source to be address of WILDENBTEIN firm.) (6)

Roger DEQUOY, manager of the collection, had a 4-year fencing match Wlth German
art collectors. ending in a complete victory for him, Hightly, during the Nazi

. occupation, M. DEQUOY and his steff moved Renoirs, Manets, Goyas, véluable 18th
century furnisgings, rugs and tapestries into hiding places. Once the Naz1s
learned the picture collection was stored in vaults. ' They demanded the right to"

" purchase from it. Inowing he would get only & tenth of the real value of the:
collectlon M. DEQUOY managed to substltute 1nferlor paintlngs Before ‘the arrival
of the purchasers. His final coup was the savzng of the flnest art library in
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. WILDENSTEIN Collection

Burope. The Germans sent experts to purchase the 10 OOO-volume llbrary contalning
irreplaceable items, fixing the price at 600,000 francs, though it was worth at
least 10,000,000 francs. He maneged to stall until the liberation. (7)

Doucments seized at EINSATZSTAB ROSENBER headquarters, Paris, indicate that the
ERR looted collections belonging to follewing members of subject femily: Elisabeth
WILDENQ”EIN 23 rue de Berry, Paris; George WILDENSTEIN, 57 rue de la Bostie,
Chateau de MOYRES near Angers, and Chateau de SOURCEES; and Lazare WILDENSTEIN,

57 rue de la Boetie, Paris. (8)

e e e g

'Part of subject collection stored at SOURCHES taken over by ENGEL (qv) . One GRAS
(aqv) was gdministrator fo¢ subject collaction. {9) : ‘

-~ . (30) FEA Report Ang 45, p.9 - same 1nformation as (4) and (5) ;
HABERb”OGK's story of the WILDENSTEIN bollection and his dealings with DEQUOY, .who - !
was in charge of the firm after Georges WILDENSTEIN left Paris, (11)

T
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Currency D
&)

Ind.AGeimény

Q\gfured at Berchtesgaden 1dentify Subaect as belng Wlth Forelgn

Berlln, and connect him with Goering s art transactions
1942—44 ,

Director of Reichs Devisen Soderkonto (Gen‘bral Foreign Currency Fund) in the Deutsche
Bank, GOZRING hed & Speciel _reserve/Ghare of this fund. (2)
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--From FORI:}I(N EQONCMIC ADMINISTRATION Revised Report, Augusﬁ. 1945, "“Looted Art
inOccupJA.e:d Territories, Neutral Countries and Latin America." p. 9.
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/ WILDENSTEIN et Cie. » R I P

‘Address: - 57 rue de la Boetie, Paris

:‘ImPOrﬁantrinternational'art firm. Branches in London, Bond‘Streét,4and
“New York. Specialists in French art. : ' '

M, Georges‘WiLDENSTEiN‘ owner, now in New York. Considered expert authorlty;

author of some standard works on French Art of 18th and 19th cens, Also publisher,

of weekly "Beaux Arts" and monthly review "Gazette des Beaux Arts", published.

“after June 40 in New York, while M. George GRAPPE, Conservateur of the Musee

Rodin and president of the "Groupe Colleboration” and M, d'ESPESEL of the Biblio=
theque Nationale took over Paris magazine. No 1ndication, however, -that WILDEN.

STEIV or London branch. are connected with activities of  "Gazette des Beaux Arta"

which appeared duriny occup;tion, or with M, DEQUOY (gv) {1) ‘

~ WILDENSTEIN pramises taken over in Paris- by ENGEL, Herbert HOFMAN and Dr. KUETGENS

for the Germans, and pictures stored in SOURCHES reposmtory siezed. 'DEQUOY collab-
orated in this. (1) Collection assessed at low price by an engraver, Jacques
BELTRAND, and the sum deducted from French reparations to Germans. This negotia-
tion called a sale to the Germans. (2) DEQUOY reported to have instigated a com~

mission of German officers to take the WILDENDTVIN pictures iTOL the repository
of SOURC < (3)
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1. Vaucher draft list of French Dealers 23 lar 45. x
2, V. to R, Lee, ¢ Oct 44. o '
3. Vaucher card on DEQUOY
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,/(//{' wiLDENSTEIN Qollection

Major von BEHR, chief of ERR, is held responsible for theft of WILDENSTEIN
f ' nlctureo, 1nclud1ng two Watteaus, the Durer and 6 Fragonards. (4)‘

(WILDEN:S TEIN is believed to have bought or at least to control the Dav1d WEILL
{av) Collection. C.H.S. )

_Dr. PFITZNER told BUNJES on 14 May 41 that scting on orders from the Fuhrer he
had 'issued. ‘written order for the removal of the WILDENSTEIN Collection from the
Louvre dep031t in the Chatedu de SOURCHES to Germany. (5

) Under direction of DEQUOY and FABIANI (qwbboth) 52 modern paintings from various\,
Jewish collections were deliver d to 142 Faubourg St. Fonore Paris. (said by
source to be address of WILDEN&TEIN firm.) (6) : A

Roger DEQUOY manager of the collection, had a 4-year fencing match W1th German
art collectors. ending in a complete victory for him. Nightly, during the Nazi
occupation, M. DEQUOY and his staff moved Renoirs, lianets, Goyas, valuable 18th
century furniskings, rugs end tapestries into hiding places. Once the Nazis
learned the picture collection was stored in vaults., ' They demanded the right to
purchase from it. Inowing he would get only & tenth of the real value of the-
collection M. DEQUOY managed to substitute inferior paintlngs Before ‘the arrival
of the purchasers.~ His final coup was the S&Vlng of the fmnest art library 1n
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.Binjes Papers, Roberts Commission

XX 7675 - Cerd from ORION, French source.
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WILDENSTEIN Collection

Burope. The Germans sent experts to purchase the lO 000~volume llbrary containing
irreplaceable items, fixing the price at 600,000 francs, though it was worth at
least 10,000,000 francs. He managed to stall until the »libera’cion. ('?)

Doucments seized at EINSATZSTAB ROSENBER headquarters, Paris, indicate that the

ERR looted- collections belonging to folluwing members of subject ‘family: Elissbeth ‘

WILDENSTEIN, 23 rue de Berry, Paris; George WILDENS STEIN, 57 rue de la Boetie,
Chateau de I\.OYRES near Angers, and Chateau de bOURGH.b "mri lazare WILDENSTEIN,
57 rue de la Boetise,-Paris. (8) ‘ , X o : ‘
Part of subject collection stored ‘et 30URCHES taken over by I@IGEL (qv). One GRAS
qv) was administrator for subject collection. (9) :

(30) FBA Report, Aug 45, p.9 - same information as (4) and (5).

-

HABER&::‘IOCK* s story of the WILDENSTEIN Collection, end his dealings with DEQ.UOY who -

was in charge of the firm after Georges WILDEWSTEIN left Paris. (11)

i Rz L A e

-
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7. N.Y. Times, 9 Nov 44, p.19 ,
8. XX 7372 - filed in HERR Folder -
- 9. o o o
'10. FEA Report, Aug 45. o :
11, XX 9234-21-a - WILDENSTEIN folder /
i
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'”fﬁ, Reichsbankﬁirektor‘\ S S Ind;'Géfmény

.Documents captured at Berchtesgaden 1dentify Snb;ect as being Wlth Foreign

Currency Dept., Berlin, and connect him with Goering s art transactions
1942—44. (1 \

Director of Reichs Devisen Soderkonto (Central Foreign Currency Fund) in the Deutsche
Bank., GOHRING had e speciel reserve share of this fund. (2)
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~~From FOREIGN ECONOMIC AIMINISTRATION Revised Report, August, 1945, "Looted Art

in Occupied Territories,
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