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f • HEADQUARTERS Si5VENfH ARMY Lll?/l~p
WESTERN MILlTARY niSTBlCT 

, Otf1Q8 .ot M111.tary Government (Western District) 
: APe 758' j.US Army 

! 

15 Deoember 194,5 

~U:BJEqT: Report ot Inspection of, NEVI J1UVERS:tfY t Un1v~rsi ty of 
, Hei:delberg i; 	 I ,.... '.',' 

TO : 	 Ohie:t,MonWlle~ts, fine,Arts ~d A~()ll.~ve~. Sect10n, 
Intern~1 Affairs Branch, Off.ioeo:'! 1M.llta~y GOV9%!llD1ent, 
Western .II4111tary D1str1.ct; APO 758, US Army' , 
AT':rENTION: C~~tain Har1,mer I 

1. lN~R01)\lC~lUN ;. .' I.. 	 .' 
_ On 14 Decembe~i 1945, an i.nspect~qn was made by the t.lnder
signed of the repository 1~c6~~d in th~New University BIl~ld1!l8f 
Un1versi ty of Iile1de1betg, inlzirdertoas.ce:rta1n· .the oond1,tions of 
storage of materials If.t:.the qellar and throughout the bL11lding •.' 

.. 
2. . HI8.u!.OR'¥ 

",.. 1.' . 

a., ' Tb1Sb~:~¥d1.J:l$ ;was ereoted with tfmciB ooa1:11;\ed 1.11 

Amer1c~, by AJlibassador.'; Schu:tma:.tl. 


'. ! \.. •. . 

b • Bu11d1n8.~s su:tfe;red. rio 1ama.ge from air ra1d,s.' 


o. Volwnes hajle beenreporteq. as being stored in the 
. cellar of this' bu.11din""' . from:. ! . . , .. o. 	 . j . 

l) Iilngliscbes Sem.inar (5 Wl,ng) 
~) , B.lsto,.ts. ohe.s ....~.em;.n.8r : ($W' W+n~,)~ ') RO~80hell' Se~:nar (SW Willg) , 

d. Tlie \New u.ril~ers1ty.iha:Sbe~n. in Opn.S~rult us,e by 

t~:r:~~l~o!f::P:a~;:;:p~~;o~'C::ttii:n0~ft~:1~;:!:if·mit;::; ~:: of. 
this buil.ding • 

. 3 ~ .M.J..I..Il :CAttY lT5E 0)': .t)ulLDING 
. i 	 . .... .• '. 

a. The qual;'ters for-'fiJr1y oooup1ed by the Kunsthistorisches 
Inst1tllt 1n ·the, Netle U.rnvers1tat are used a~ the 'present t:1.me ,by
Spa,ctai ~:roops, this hea.o.qllsrtfts, as.~armt library. The rooms . 
a.nd fac~11t1es were taken.!rom ttie S1xth Army Group. 

. b'.· ApkroX1mat~lY0l1e-h~lf otl the' bul1d..1ng :1s in active 
Ilse as ,the .1 8.114 E U111,t~',command SChOolltor, th~sarea. 

, 0 ~ ~h,ebalSJ1c.' of ,the bul1d1.t;lg ~8 ,ocQtlp;1edat present 
by the US ClsiJrlS Office! forWes,tern MilitaryD1s,t.;ict. 
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d. iUL1ETING OF TROOPS: A~present approximately torty 
(40) officers andenl~sted men are billeted in variolls portions of 

thebul1di1l8· . . i ,. I . 


4.~'· S'rORAG~ OJ' UIUV1!JHSltx J!i1A!fERlA.LS 
;' '. i 

; . 

. .' 
a. Chalked-Off Limits" notice was tOl1J3.d on·blac:kboard 

. at entraAce to 'cellar; tlnclerthe I. 'ud bUnit COJll.l1and School;, 
cellar door was open enabling anyone· to ransack mat61rlals stored 


, 1nbasement.. UD.secl.\red materials ill thl.s· area inoluded:'· . 

c "-' " - - J 

. 'j . • 

(l) F1V~:(5) 'wllooke,d 'cupboards oonta1nln.g various 

. u.ni versity materials t!, lncludillS voi.~esfr(). Bis tor1sches Seminar .• 


" • : ' - ! : , ' '. " 

, (2) Two:
I 

088e8'(1 locked and 1 Unlooked) oontaining 
dlssertatiQtts.: I ' ., '" 

~ i 

(3) An ~xten~lve 'Gies's~n~type aSip, catalog in boxes, 

possibly fromtheHlstorisches Seminar. This catalog consists Of 

.more than 400 file boxes. Litter • .a.! this 8~ctlon left by var.1ous 

occu:r.-.ying t reop·sconstitatesaf1re .hazard •. 

. . 11'.... I 

(4) VolluDesfrom the Journa11sm,l,lbrary, as well as 

the His torlsches Seminar, were fou.n.dlln unse.cu.i.d roomS .in ~be 

cellar under the I and E Unit Command School. ' 


(5) 'The: Newspap~rfilelof the'University library'is 
stored in the basemen.t under the 1 and E Unit COm.malld School.~ One 
unlooked room was fOl.lnd to cont~:Lc. e*tenslve.r~8 of newspap~rs from 
many of the 1.mportant c1ties of' GermatlY, inclu.ding: Berlin, Stuut
~art ~Be1delb.erg. .[ '., • 

, b. The ares occupied by th~US' Claims Ottice' tor Western 

Military District was: found to conta;n': 


I 

. "i . 

(1) Varitolls sect.iollS were found to. be used. as :storage 
H 

space f·or' s ta tUGS from. the -RomaisolleIl ,Sem1nar. ' 
i :'., ' . .- ': I, '.' " " . . 

(2) One! :unloeked roomln the basement of the s~ction. 
occupied by the US Cl~ims. Office .was I!olll!ldto'oo4J,tain volumes. from· 
the His toriscliesSemlnar. He;-e, as ~e#,ore, lit ter was obsf):rved an.a 
it was apparent that' ithls. section, haq been ransacked by occupyin's
troops., " . , .' .. .I, 

" , ,." i .', ". . . 

(.~) Trobps were 'found ~o·be bil1e~ed in a.Jlc1 near the 
library o~ the ueographlsches Institttt.· In this. area it was apparent
that, troops bad ransacked the various materisfS 1n speo1men csses and 
consider.able disorder of me. terlals was' observed. . . ,". 'I' '. 

5. LOOTING OF UNIVERSITY. MATf.IUALS ' . '. . I' . . 
a. 'J!he disordaro! BUlter1als throughou.t the bllilding makes 

it'llfulte appar~nt tha;t troops billeted in the building at one time' 
or anotherhav8 rifled the cOlieoouoots stored

o
there for safekeeping. 

2 
I, 

I . 
,
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Association of Bavarian 
, 	 I . , 

Art- s.nd 	.'ir.. tiqui ty Dealers 
12~Briennerstr: 
MUll i c h May 	 24~ 1946 

To: 	Milits.ry' Government of Bavaria 
Resti tution and Reparation Branch 

I
Attention: Ca2t~in Ra e 

210 Tcgernseerl:andst.r: : I' 

M u n i'o h 


Subject: 	~!;e~~St~!. :~y of rerqrting!allProperty 
expcrted from countries occupied by the 
Wehrmacht. (First prOl~lIll~atedl on Ar,ril' 19, 1946) 

I • 

ii th reference to the 'interview ofl'!ir. Mink, as representave of the 
I 

u,avFl.rjanM:i nistry o,f ,Economics, and of Messrs. Zinckgraf and Bohler as 

repreBentatiyes of ~he Associati~n of Ithe Bavarian Art- and Ar:~'tqui ty

Dealers, 	with your Cpt. Rae on May l3~ 1946, wo are herewith taking 

the 	liberty,of submitting helow the attitude of the Ilavarian Art- and 
I' 	 ,I ,

Antiqu:, ty-Dealers towards the Law qn. jhe Reporting of Property exported 
. r 

from countries occupied by. the formeT Wehrmacht. 
I . 	 .; 

It may be assumed t~lat the purpose of the La~ shall be to inventorize 

all ob~E:,::ts, of art !jlJ1d cuI h::r-e flxported from countries occupied :by German 

troops and ,to Clscerta'in which of t~osl objects have been procur'9d legally 


and whlch illegallyi 


The Association of ,Bavarian Art-:- ,and Antiquity-Dealers wants to st;ress'the 

point that '1.11 illetahy procured objJcts ~ i.e. procured by application 

of coercion or fo;c~,or methods infrJnging good faith, should be confis

cated by the Govern~ental aU,~hori ties land that this Associa.tion looks 

.upon their retl.1rnto their fr7'1l~;r own~~rs as a Relfevident matter. The 
-	 I' I' . 

treatment of olny i.11~egal procurement should be clear and for any fair 
I .

th:i.nking person there. exists only one ·solut;ion, namely the' return of 


such oh,4ects to their ri,g"htful O\vners. 


Contraryvli.s~, j t may' :in all fairnESS be assumed ths,t objects of Art, and 

Cu:it,":!:"'? 'w1-ii~1-:1.. havc ~';"len prccuredperfebtlY legally, i.e. were t~J.rned-over 
in such a ma,nner tha~ :the ~eller ~in ills free wlll and in 815'Teement wlli t " 

the buyer, est;;:iblish~d the sale and, thb manner' of payment shculd receive 

!3n other kind of trefltment 8.8 Hlegal·burcnases. In the following, only such 

'transactions shall be referred to, ,wIdellh were effected on a legal and 

voluntary bi:l-sis. 
I. 
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I • 

The objection that the FJ.rchas€3 were m8de by mesns of.valueless German 

offidal tend.e·r ( ~redi tkassen8cheip,'e ) should at least·· Bsfar .as· th.e. year 

of purchases conce:r;ned.by :fe,strict.ed~.n a~ m11cb ;1.13.. rm:rch~ses with Kredi t:" 

.' kassensu~ein€nWRre probibit~d in France ~jnce 1943, irtBelgium since 1942 
arid :;'j1 Holland' sincie ·194~.' and. that ,.!furthenlore ,: 'all lega.le~ports we~e 

eot to confirmat~on not only' bytbe German but also by the foreign 
..1···.. ",".. i," .; 

a.Ur"10r; ea. It carr,mqreover, be :prci~rled tha.t rlelc1 1ers and private perH~~,s 

cif the, occupied Wes;tern: te:r;'r~ tories h1ave approachl3d Germa.n firms w~:th:~ellins 

. ~ffers in order to :ciraw b~nef:it from :the high prices I'.i.tthat time prevalent 

in·'Germany 8'(lcl +.hatl ,the fo::::,eign".sE~lers· had the c,-:;catici'nr;o otherwise invest 

the :T0:ViH~ds of ·such I sales~. Unless th~ deaJ. era and pri178:):;e persons had seen) ." I:;' 
s,n 8;G.yantage in legal sales to Germany, or' if the have looked upon the pay-:

I'; , '. i '. ". . 
ment as valueless, .or unSUl table for new lYl'Ir8stmt).et,' they wClJ.ld surely have· 

abstai.ned from t:r~2t! vo]i.mtary offers.l It me..; 0160 b~ consid proved that 
I ' . I' , . 

:tn t.be case of such' sales almos·t. a:i'i ,he' objects' were not what cc,uld be 

cl~ssifiec. 8,8 !'" int~rnat;.8:nal u; or "topquali tytl. Sq.ch objectF of Ert w.are no 

availA.ble anymore at the time .when the Ger':"min trade had the occasion to , . . '. I . 
contact seIler~ in occuried ter~itories. Suchpbjects of hi value hl'td 

; . . 1 

already beforehand ~8;ss~~ into different hands -1):1 illegal me~:ms or v'·ore 
., 

hidden by the owners • " , .',' .. .
• . I 

" "f .' 
Pursuant to its text:, the' law also annl:i.es .to [mstria from ,the da,y of ".the 

"Anschlu,ss". We m,~.~ Iherewi th m~ntio:l th~t~~ustril'ln after· the .::'i.nschlu8s 
. , .. I' 

was A. part oftpe G~rman Reich~ ','j~st The same' Bavaria.,' Wiirttemberg, .,Hessen. 

ore any other, provine'e 9f Germa.ny. Si m~ltaneously wi th the .Anschluss, not 

.only' the Rei-C~S-flOfti'~;but :als~ the IC~$tomba.rri,ers d~sappea~ed. In 

Austria the Reich c'trrency ·wa.s .introiIliced whereby, to begi~ with'; Austria, 

made a. :profi'V of 40%a8 the 3Chulj.ng lw1'J,icb formerly hv. a value of 
, I' " ',. 

, RM 0,60, was p;"t anl,e~u81·withtheReic!u,;mark. Trough., this, 'the buyi~g
I· . . 

power .of t.he Austri~ns was conside:r'8.b'iY in'creased which expressed i tsel! 

clei:;.rly in the brisk 'trading connecti~ns with the "AI treich" settinl'2' in 
. I J I' . . ~ 

immod:i.!,i.,.... ,.~'1y aftrer:t.. he·' ;\nschlu~·s. No:. 'Ii 0nlv. the' Germ·a.n de'alers bo~g'ht in Au
( I, . 41 -: "

s tria but.. the Austrians bought, with. llS to a con~sidera.bleextent, pa.rtly, in 
, t '. ' I" ' ' .. 

order to re-:-sell e:XE~ctly the sa.me objE)cts froin .iiustria to. other :p'a.rts of Gi3r· 

many. It. is a wel'~-~:t1?"mJact. alTIongstl·the iu,t trad~, ~hF~t the auctioneering 

firm IIDorotheum" of Vi'ennH, kept a lar;ge. number of agents Germany, who 
, '.' 'I . 

bOU~Tht up objects 0$ art in Geni1a.ny. in Ord'E!I~ to re-'se!l'them , in their 
1 " .' 

public sales~ specjally get up for tha;tpurpose, to Germans from the. "Alt
'" .". ,-" I' , 

reich.".. Simultaneous~;Y', the ref:'Ulas Atistrian Hrt de~,lers .developed a brisk 

1r1~yine activ~ty in, G;e+man~.: They also re-sold most oftheseobject.s again to 

10..5563 
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Germ'an dealers.: In ma.ny C9.ses therefore objects of a.rt are concerned 

, .1 


which coming from Germany returned. again to Germany via, Austria, i.e. 
" ' ,I- '\ " , ,

I , .• ,~ ,. , 

objects of a:rt ,which ,in no case can be clilled Austrian property. Many of 
, ' 1 

these objects, I?owever, ,1:'1.1130 remained in tria amI ra.rtly were, sold 


from there in"j:;o,:Czechoslevakia. IiI my be mentioned, that t:he "Dorotheum" 

,,' " , ' ",: '.J'O' 

t.:> a consir3Rrable extent also bouc;,ht in Holland and auctioned these ob

jects in Vienna~ All these transaJttons, wi th Austria were conclud'ed in 
, 
Reichsmark, the {chrrency valid. in both countries at thElt time, so that 

Austri3. i:n no WE;:':y suffered damage ,through occupation-money or A.ny other 

valueless paper~c~rrency. In 'all these cases ,'as ~iready mentioneC. above' '. 

the Schilling w~s changed :intoReilchsmark very mlwh :i.nfavor of 'the Aus'tri 

ans. And now sfte; the war' the AU:sl'trLc,ns again were allowed to re-ex- ' 

change their Ret!cnsI!'wrks into SChillJ j:p.gs, the rate of exchange being 

EM ,1.- equal to iScbillin~,l.-. 'I'h,e,rerore it may be 'p[~rsU'ned that the 

Austrians suffer:ed no 108s whatsoe~er in' their currency. Ther 8.1:;0 can 

exil:;t !lO do'ibt ,th~t the Austrian ,elcon'omy after theAI1i3c,,~lut;s very quickly 

recou:perated thrFugh, the i_nten'si ~-e\ trade connections with the ,other parts 

of G,-~rmany. UndElflerved l03.s'~::; v:h:i.chwould lIrise to the German trad.e 

t:::"oF£,h the retuTp- of objects leg8.1~ bou€{ht ~ust!'ia and' l-\cid for, in the 
", " I ' 

generally vanG currency, '!',ould o1111y shake in the severe'fo:It ma.nner a.ny k;ind 

of faith and coniidencein' the eco{lOITIY.' In the Ba.me of the Bave:rian Art

and Anticlui tY-dee.lers we Wbuldthe~efore ask 'y'ou to comlicler, specially' 
~. I "I ' 


in the case of Ayp'-t;rj a" the ,legality of the' bllssiness-connections ti,na to 


deSlS.' t f r0111 +'.. ur t",l'ler parsuJ.ng. 't'De \ 0 f 0 b' t S 0 f a.rt .1 ega11y bouee. t Ci':',l':e~ Jec 

j:tl Aus tri1'l. and nfw, being reported. \ 

Also :in thecMejpf czechoslo.vakia ~ which in' the fall 19:38, Le. 'some tj me 
, .' " 1 ' 

before the war, v:,as put under tl1 8,};'rotectorate of the German,Reich, we 

t " I ' 


wouJd like to as~ you to. consider that actions~f the art t~ade were ef-
I 

fec,ted perfectly .iJegally, wit}leJUt, Czecr;()sloyakia suffer~ng any material. 


dnr,16,ge or less ti.iereby. Purchases jjn Czechoslovakia were possible only 

t ' " I' , , ' .::::r::; :;~::::": of bOth goverhm~r and were paid for by· me.one Of the 

lIe he!, to consic.er' that the,l €&:'al art .trade, represented ,b"uB, will no 
- I ' -;\ • oJ 

douht' report' all :objectr-;:i.r. Que'Rtf or 1 pursuant to its books. The lege,l 

, I' , ' 


. l3.rt :trade on the :other ba,nd' endSilCr people, f;t'U,l kee!1ingin hiding 

illegally purchaSr~ obj~cts of artJI will hardly report them.The~eby, ~f 

course, the legal. trade onc~ more will be the chief sufferer. 
,. , i" ',I ,',',' , " 

The :Bavarian trade ,could also suffer severely by the fa.ct t~"".t on a.ccount 
. , I·, 

of the m€:;~SUrE'S exclusively being' t13}:en in .the,U.S~Zone, a,e:e,iIlst the ' 

ownershi:p of ;N()rk~ :of ert., more and\ :ncre objects of art will· be trans, J 
105564
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- 4 ":'" 
, I 

I 
fered to o'c1-...cr occ1.lpation zones wherel, there :i,E; 11101'0 or less chance of 

, ;; .,Idisposing' of them••.. 
I, 

, 
'i;!c, t cpa that our pojnt of view will fn.r,d your ,L:ind considera.tion when 

valuing the incomin~ reports and that l the legal Bavarian art trade wh'ich 
i • • 

as it is, is'fightihg h3'lV:i1.y for itLexiste~ce, will not suffer further 

losses through the confiscation of i tk lega.lly purch'l8ed stocks. 
I 

, i 

Yours very truly 

.;r~.!I·'. ~+ 

"i~~. 


I '/' . 
" '. , . 

. .J 

, I 

, , 
I' 

, I 

i 
I' 
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I 
· I 

.,i' 
, ., t~·,., cl-t":"'llt') i, i'.1 \, \.-! ~ ,-..._~i.~ .....-:.~ .._.;!.L_ 

f~ Ci~: y : 

"'j" rue 	 10. BOO-c.:i:0:" I 

. I. . 
To: 	 J\t~. K",il ]·r;'.BEEG';.DCK K".,1r'':'u:;:'sc,~On.;'ILCJ.~,'\S8059 B01·::'.:i.r..~·:: .t~2 

Un t:l,bloc.u p.='.J.' Gl~'L'.d0 LORPJ.IN BntGil'LO . su:: 111", pent 
,: 	 It ~ 1 I, l~ ··:Ny.::rpho at. l.:l£L·:';~11·0 ,dCil.1Si.\(1'C,· 
Ii 	 'II 'Ii (lOURBET 

,.j 
Le Rovoil 

u 	 a a J". PYT I 'Ro'tour do Chl:'.:3 00 
·w 	 :~ Ii Ec. FS0. :{VIII recoro:ti0!1 
a II .H Hensius l\i[r·.10 Adel.:ddo 
II 	 II H II 1i:no Victoiro 

r 
. 1!'~d. 930 »000 

, 
! 

:Pour nC,quit· 
pp WiidcnatCin & 

s,?:,'d •.R.; Doquoy 
po .. 

. , 

Vu at 2.pprouvo 
Ls COj:,~:Xt. 8 s.:ii ro Geront 

sgd •. E... G:':'i).8 

1, 
i,- tto..ohr,ion 

'J 

t I BI , , 

. 'Rogorlbquoy & .Oio . 
. 57 ruo! leo Bootio 

. J?nria 
· I 

R0C1:1~ It\. SOJ:;.t:1e do 1.1800,000 {uri ·rJilli6n I~ui t eonts r!illo fl:ones) 

po1.i.:..' C'V·"':.!.;': :Ln<:li.qu0, at p-:>u't" 1.. H.ntur·".c.r.,-i::io.n:dC'lldJ:""'('lVtt do. dV\oc':' 

t.."I.blenux doR,nbrMdt

1 
l'unle portrnitdcT:i.fus,lt."I.utro un pny,:m.gu 
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I 	 ' / ,/1'·
G-5" OPERATIONS 'BRANCH , ! 

' 

GEIDlfAN COUNTRY UNilT 
INTERIOR SUB';'SECTION, 

MONUME:NTS. ,FINE ARTS & ARCHIVES UNIT 
I 	 ' i 

; 
I ' 'I 

APO 658 
i 29 May'1944 
I, 

! ' 


. 	 " . 
SUBJECT: 'Unresol~ediP01icy Points 

': 	 I 

TQ: 'EDGAR, LEWIft j. Colonea;, AoU.~. " 

Head Planner, , ' " 


"Through: ,~Y E., COX, Colonel" C.E. 

Chief, Sub-Section of Interier .Affairs 


I 	 ' 

'1. ,Attention is invited to Memorandum, SHKEF/CA/GER/PLA/27 

dated 19 May, subject:: Unresolved 'Policy Points. This memoran

dum requ~res the submittal of a Ilstof poltcy matters ly-ing 

outside the matter contained in the third draft of the Handbook 

chapters, on which a decision has not been reached since an " 

e~rlier list, SHAEF/C/i./GER/INT/5, was su1Dmitted on 18 Aprii. 


. . ,: 	 . ., '. 

, 2. Agreement ha~, been reachedpn thr~e of the points con

tained' in the list of; 18 April. The :fourth poimt r~mains 

slightly- uncertain 0 , 1 ,


, I: 

3. This question was: ,'Whether, !careful se'archWfll be made 

for looted works of 'art in occupied epemy territory-; and if so, 

upon whom the,Despons~bility wO\1.1d fail fer conducting such a 

search. \,' "," ,,' , 


! 
'4. Autherity for searching is assumed to be covered in 'the' 

Legal Sub ...Sectionts Dl-aft" ef 17 May-, ' Froclamations or. Ordinances 
No. -~, Crimes and Of:fenses, Article VII, Ar~est and Search, ' 
par. 1: ' ftAny·authorized member of the Allied Forces or other' 

to. 

person or class of pe:r;sons specifically- a uthbrized so' to a.ct may: 
(a) Arrest or search ~ny person suspe9ted of having committeder, 

being a bout t 0 commit 'an offens'e under this or any other procla

'mation, 	ordinance, notioe or order of'the Allied Forces; (b) Enter 
and search'any pla'oe and seize and t~eaway any property- for the 
purpese ef investigating any such off~nse or arresting the offender 
or preventing any sucJ:+ offense where ,there ,are grounds for be.:;t.iev
ing too tit is intended to be committed." ' 

5,0' Standard Policy and Procedure for' Combined Civil Affairs 
"Operations, as revised! May 1944, states: "rCivil Affairs De
tachments) will cellec:t data which may later assist recovery of 
loot ed obj ects." , (par,. 116). ':, 

I ' 

, ,,' I" 	 • 

60 In view of thie obvieus necess,ity fer promptly taking, 

custedy of, such leoted 'o,bjects as may :be dis covered in Germany t 

this' Unit assumes thatithe' necessary- actions J 'as collecting, in

fermation, searching, ~d if necessarYi imp,ounding, are authorized. 

This view is that orally advanoed te t,he Unit by the ,Chief, 

Monuments, Fine Arts &; :Archives, G...5. i In accQ[' dance therewith, 

instructions to CA Detacbments for i.dentifying and securing looted 

werks of art and other' cultural material have been cemposed for 

inclusion in the Handbboko ' " \ " " , 


iw~···~~~2 

Uf. (1, ~ " 
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, 	 i'l 

Pi,lblic. Safety' B~anCh" IGerman ,CouritryQnlt,.8HAEF . 
',' ", " ' !,.'. . :". ,,~, i , ; 1: ., .. ; ," . ',' , ',. '~. '>. '. :". " " ~ . . , 

:' 'Monumeri.ts t Fine Arts and, Archives' Branch. 
1. 

I' 
. ".. . ,", 

" The'broad. question,: of whether e-a~eful searohwil.i'be mad~!.~:fgi' ", . 

lob'ted works of art iri'-,oocupied territory, 'and ;':,up:onwhom the)respons:-.· 


, ibilltY·Shdul~",fEtl1,fdr\,conduc~iI+g.,suOh ,a"seaX:'chlnvolves :a::~:l"~()tic,al",. 

, police,prQblem.•• All p,Qlice,foroes, in:1every nation malnta1P.::)f,11es
ariq: i"ecords of, los't or,.stolenprope~ty.cCmi.pl1edfr6m· .. coD1plaint.s. )and . 
reports 'made" by-the pll;blic.'~o be ,of ;anY.,'help,to:'.tlle' po11ce'; t:b.e lost 
or stolen article must, 'Pe. described ina~ '"muohdetail as possible. by'
the owner e.nd:ctistonia:r~rytl1e,polioem.alntainan.1ng.exfile" in which: 
such,articlesareclas!slfled .by the: t~eofthe article,an<i '1tsdis-' : 

.	tillotivelyc1esorlpt'1ve!. oharac~er;1st'+c.~.·<.Al1 st.olen;'artic~es:wh.i'ch, arf3 ' . 
recovered,' ·lost articles' which' are:found"oi'. artlcles which are ·sub'-· 

,,' ;. 

j 

mittedfor pawn are, checked against. these policereo.ords. for .the purp'ose' 

, of' ident:U"ying.,thelr' true . owner. .Butlsearohes, 'for'suCha;rt1c.+~s in::,." .:~:.t 


specific plaoes: are'·not ri1e.de ':'unless the~e is, sOille: ·rell~·blE;;:~~,btmatton,:,.: 

,submitted. indic'atlng :.t.p.e.t,:·tlle: lost or.,s~olen'art~cle:ma.y·,\l~::.I.1~\9~d.'in ,; 

a . certain plac'e ,or in' the, possession ora' oertain pe·rson~.::·/"i ," : 

.', ~ ,;' '. :: ".') ';, ~\ ",,' ': r·' L :, " " ! . '.' ". . ';' , . , •.'" 

. I \' Oivi1.Afra~s.))~b~i~satet~ot~rd~r..s.,W~;l be:::r'e~~~*~ip~~,'fo;:,se~illg'
"	t~at .. rt:!l)0rts of1C)oted i wo,:.ks '91" .~rt ar~,~I~ss.if'1edby'~p.e:':~.~~;P811ce, \ 
int~e~r.1ost.and stol~n;proper~y, r.eco~dsap'-q.:tba:t:~.~;r:,et~ .. ~e~rch"is,' 
made. for) ·su.oh:t;ir.:~:ic.les '~hene~er .su:ffic:ientlly:s.p~~~fl.~::lIf~q~.ma;tion is'· .'~~ 

'. subm1ttr~d by .MF¥.tlnit~,'coI\cernl:Ilg s~speoted::.pers.or:ls.or\p'+~ces ..o~~,:oon- . . . cealment oj . _. .,' 	 ,.' ., . " 'i," " . ... 1 	 • 
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SUBJECT: 

•• 

i,. 
" I 

, .. 
~"AD,'n,'','1'' ',', S;' ." '1" "" I:, " ",',n,',fI'n.lI'ft", , .I.\I.&J ","VAn4.w:\ .:!::E..LG1:~..mb LBLaJ?

V.S'. F:()RC'E~. EUR()~ ITHEJ\.TER 
Otfice 0'1 ~~11tar7.(;.overnm.ent ,(n .S,.·, ,,'zone ) 

, 
, ; 


, I i •. 

.. i, " 	 ; 

'1 	 . (Main) APO' 757 
16 :~oVember 1945 

,' "!' . . 
Move~nt'or Palnting~ to WashingtC)n. 

2nd L1et1tena~t Lamont MC)()1'e,: AUS, () 201:1967 

1. Referenoes :. 
~ t 	 • ! 

a. TWX, Ort.1qe otM111tarl GOvernment foJ', Germe.n.y{U.S.) , 

00..,18573, dated.S NoveJaber 1945, estab+lah1ng the basic auth~l"ity 

for the movemen:t ot 200 pe.lnfj1ngs of the' greatest value f'l'Oln the 

United States Z()l',lG in Germany to the' NatIonal Gallery otArt J 


Washington, ,Di$triot or Columb'1a. '1"01" ~afekeeplng. . 

. ! 	 . , . I • • . 

, . ' ,* I' '. I'. • ~ ,:' " . , ". ' 

b. TW'X t . Headquarters. 'l'b.eatEp: Service Forces, E~ropean 

Theater (Rear) J 7206/11', dated 10 lIovember 1945 .. addreSI3Ela. to ' 

Port Mae~r, Port of ~b8.rkatlon. ls H,yre. 'including directives, 

and instructions oonoernins prooedures: implementing movement 


,msntI?ned in 'parasra~h' [l,~ '. 	 • : , 

, . " c. Letter,' Office of the General MaruigSl." • Readqu:arters 
Second lUlltal"Y Railway Service. ~ubJeot: Movement of Pailltlngs 
to Washington, 'date4 12 NQvembe~ 1945.: Inoluding further in-, 
structions tor the movement by rail from.Frankfurt to I.e Havre,
via Parts. ;. 	 . ' , ' 

I 	 , 

2•. YQU are berebide~igJiated as ~USt;Odl@ and ottloer in ' 

charge of the entire s~ipping list, of ~ases, oontaining paintings 

from Germ.fJ.n National'St.te COl.leotions ~ which, you '11111 a,~llve:r 

hom the .Central Art Co;J..iectlng Point·, ,Wles1;')aden, Oerma~, to ·the 

National Gallery of Art, :Wasblrigton. Dtstriot ot Oolumb:l.a. ' 


. 3. You wI~l be 'aoot;mlpanledbY COnlmander KeIth M~lTil1. USNR. 

and ~y Lieutenllut, Commander John H. Rhoades, T1SNR, 'WhOl1l you wl).l 

utilize .lnsu4h wqs asl10u may deem nece,saary , to, assist 70U ,in 

aOOOlnpl1shl116'Y:(jurm188~on, and oll$,ot wh~ you will deSignate 

as YOUr deputy. ' , 

I 

I 
i"I 

I ' 

i 

I 
., i. 	 i 
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4.' Insomuoh as the movement relatas to the ra.ilway trans

portation of' the shlpm"nttrom the, Jna!i.ahal11ng yards ne$.T the 

Headquarters" Seoond rJlilltary Railway :Servl0. ,: Frankfurt., to the 

dock ,at I.e, Havre" France", you will follow ,all. bv'tructions and 

6bey all orders of Oaptain: A., BII, Keller" 706th Railway Q-rand 

Division,' AP0350, U.S, • .A.rmy,;,vlho has !be~n deslgnat.d'byt.h~ 

General. Manager" Seoond Military Ral1wayServloe,~ as the officer 

in oharge of therall.,. mOVElment,II , , 


5. Insomuch as the movement reiates to the m,nr1ne trans;., 

portation by sh1p trom,the port otLe ,Havre to suoh port in the 

Unitetl. States as the shIp dock o.,t, yo~ will tollowE41 1n

struotlonsand obey all orders of the"oaptain oomtna.nd1ng the shlp~. 


·6. Insomuch'as the movement 'rel~tes to railway or road 
transport~tloil from.,theportot debark,ation to the Jliatlonal 

, Gallery of .!'•.rt; Washington. yoa will f'oliovi all instruotions and 
'obey all orders of 'the. offioer in, char:ge of tbe oonvoy ~ 

·1 

7•. Insomuch as the teehnical·hp.nd11ng of the shipment is 

conoerned j ;you a;re to have. complete oolntrol, insofar as it does. 

not serlouslyinteTf'er~vrith the 9pSl"at:tons .mentioned in para":' . 

graphs 4, 5 and 6 e.bovfa~ You wlll ins,ure that ca.ses are'tit 

practioable. handcarrled 'ott the train onto the ahi.p and lJ1to . 

appointed storage, fromtlle slU;ponto:the vehlclesat the point 

or debar~atlon,. andf:-,Om the vehi~les jinto the Natlon8.~ GalJ.;.ery,

of Art. '!f\'ashington. Dl~trict of Colum.~la. You will mak;6 certain 

that·the caseswl11 no:t bes~b.1ected to grease, IUlduem.oisture. 

heat or 0010. on any portion ,of the movement; that ss.14 cases ere 

stored in a longitud1ne.llyllprlf5b,t position' at allt.imes where .. 

deemed nec~ssary by you and'that nooaseG are p1aoed one above. 

another exoepting as ypu Inlay consider :1t sate. . 


. I 

. . 


8. Guardsundertha command of Captain Keller, will accom

pany the shipment from: Frankfurt to La. Ha1fre. 


. 1, .' ..i 

9. +f, in ;V oux' opinion, g~ards are c.onsldered nflcessary on' 

board sbip, you will a;rrange v'itth the .captain 6f the, ship' for 

their pss.tlng. 
 '1 

, 

10. ,You t or youridesignate·d assistants, VillI make· two d&.ily 

inapectj,ons of the cases·lnthelr storage onshipboeird Qed keep .. 

a reoord of your inspections. . . 


, , 

. '11. You, or your! idelegatad deput~, ere ompov.;ered to sign all. 
receipts» manir~s:t?s, shlpplnslls.tB, etc., as may be .neoesf3al'y 
at each' transferot. :the shipment.· . 

. I' ' 

. I, '. ' 


i 

.... 2 

I 
I 
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12. You wi11 keep; a detailed' dla~y, of the ;~ntire movement ' 
and, upon completion ot the -mesioR, will tile rdrve oopif,t$ with 
the War Depal':'tment,Washlngton for'distribution as follows: 
One oapt to Off'l~ ofMl1itary, Government ,for Gemany: (U•.s.); , 
one copy to this headquartEn"s J one oopy to Headqu.arters; Western 
Milltary Dietl"io t lone :copy to the Nst ~onal Gallery of Art, " , . 
Washington; and one oO~Y, ,to be, retaine~: by t he War BepartmelJ,t. 

, • ' ' I, 

'.' , 13., You w~ll sisn a ollstoa.y reoei:pt -for the. oases' at. th$ 
V{iesbaden Coll-ectlng Point, retaining .one-copy. Upon your . 
arrlv~ at the ~atlonfii Gall~ry of :Art ~ We.ehington, you will 
transfer oustody of th~ Oases to ,that instltutlon~d obt(iin from 
its d,.reotor tlle appropriate reoeipts cover~ngsala transt~r, " 
oopies of whioh wlll be 'dl$trlbuted as;fol~ows: 0riginaland 
one oopy to be retained .by th. National 'Gallery of Art; Qne oopy 
tQ the War Department; LOne 'oopy to the:. Office of Milltsry' Govern
ment for ~rmany (U.s.);. one oopyto the Office of Military 
Government (u.s. Zone) 1 ailclJ. one oOPY tic be retained by you. 

" . I: ' - . i' . '- ' " : ' __ .. 
l~. Upon arrival1at the Nationu Gallery of Art, Wasllington. 


you will request oftlie proper, military aq.thorlties at the·War ' 

,Department that a cable·be dlspa~ched itQthls headqlUlrtersannoun
cing' the safe complet1'on, at ,yol,lrmiss.1on. stating. that the trans... 
fer' of oustody has been duly execute4.. . 

I 
I' 

"~I 

.For ~,Dlrector: 
i ,
I M. ,C. BAUE1t 

. Colonel , 'GSO
, . ". . ., 

, 'Executi~·rrro).\! COPIES '11("'0. j , 
v. ; 

; ." 

I ,Office of 1\:li1itary Governmen't , I 

for Germany (U. S.) i. : 

Chief of arrsportatioh' 

1 > t" '·'1 I 'Gener 1 ary L .. 'iray :::vice 
t ," 

, I I 

(' OY'W'Il<- n" er~ T,l.:e 1> th rrnrF)l~' T1'L "T::iI'~j',)v J.!LUI.("..'l::.,.l,. "', J,:t ... ;....1 ......... \. __ ),', u~ __ 

, I 

eutenant Cor::v.nander John H. Rhoades, I 
I 
I 

I 1 . ! 
..; 

, 
I' , i 

r"! .:; j.J're1ephone . 

'.' 
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Lip Life guards your early
morning lip beauty the 
entire day throug~. No 
more need for hourly; lip
stick applications to; keep 
color ·on your lips":'. after 
cigarettes, food, drink or 
napkins. .l 

NOW!-. 
AMAZINb, 

NEW': 
. .' I: 

.if:;~~' 
, '. . i' .' 

GIVES YOU "ROUND.THE·CLOCK" 
'LIP BEAUTY! 

Lip Life does things ! 
. . I . 

lipstick alone can neverJl!l!! 

Lip Life is :i. glorious new discoveryl " 
I 

A clinging color und~rbase -you apply: 

it before your lipstick in the inorning. 

And 10 and behold. you'll have the 
. I,,.", 

same lovely lips that evening. :' 
i

No more fuss, no more bother, 
. " 

Meanwhile, if yo~ are not deterred 
by, it massive detathment of M.P.s 

. had changed its min<;i, to go the whole 
hOg in the matter. Fifty-two pa,intings 
considered too fragi1~ to do much tour
ing are now.on their;wayback to Ger
many. For the harliier hun.dred and 
forty-eight remaining, this exhibition is 
the first of a series oUwelve througl;lOut 
the country. These till go on until the 
end of next March, iafter which' these 
pictures, too; will bel returned to Ger
many.' ' 

For Lip Life retains the color on your 

lips, even though your lipstick weaT~ off. 

At the samethne it actually inte~sifies i, 
. ' ! 

the color of your lipstick - givestyou 

lovelier lips because it smooths cracks i': . . .~ 

and crevices, too. Not a drying liqUid! 

Try Lip Life for "rou'ndlthe
clock~' beauty 

$1.00, a" b"tler drug and dept. ,t,,,e, 
11 your dealer canft .upply YOU', .end lor ·,ainple.: 
EnC'lose 5¢ /01' :podage and packing. .'. 

NATON8 CO., INC. . I " 
1207 Wl"est 6th. Street. Lo, Angels. 14J California 

. .' I 

! 
! 

THE;iAftT 

GALLER.IES 


.' Paintings from Germany 

. THE German 
.. ' .: .'; pictures cap~ 

&:I tured in the salt 
~ mines at Merkers~~ :§l Ii~von~w,'&"mu'li~ M controversy, been 

brought to the l\1etr~politan for exhibi-: 
tion hi New York.: The mystery, of 
course, is why they h'i'ppened to come to 
this country" in the first place. At the 
time they were "lib~rated," in' 1945, 
it may have "seemed necessary to get 
them out of German territory. But 
there was all of France'and England for 
safekeeping,. and the fact that the pic
tures were transported all the way to 
this country indicates'an unusual degree 
of caution on'the part of t'h-e Army, as 
well as a concern for the preservation of 
ancient art not commonly associated 
with thl'! military milk 

Once 'the pamtmgs were . here, 
there seemed to be no reason for not ex
hibiting them, and the Department of 
the Army, which,still has charge of the 
collection, is to be commended for hav
ing,had the common isense finally to re
verse itself and allow, the pictures to' be 
shown, and for its, willingness, once it 

spread throughout the rooms, YOll 

will find that the inst~l1ation is neatly 
planned and well ordered. Ten galleries 
have been given over to the collection, 
and the paintings, divided loosely ,ac
cording to schools· dnd ringing from 
Italian primitives upJo a ~cattering" 
of eighteenth-al}dni~eteenth-century' 
French, are widely enough spaced on 
the walls to permit proper contempla
tion .. I must say, thol.\gh; that, consider
ing the immense preStige of the collec
tion; the. quality' seemed a bit spotty, 
particularly.in the eadier sections.. . 

Nowhere else in 'the world, perhaps, 
has there been such an interest in Italian 
Renaissance and pre-Renaissan<;e paint-:
ing as in this country. For generations 
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Ice Tubs anCi Tongs so' convenient for ·enter. 
taining·.and an always ,appreciated gift. . 
Left-SHver.plaled Ice Tub on copper with In
.ulaled, shatter.resi.tant Plexlol.s ~jning, 'Will 
j:>t!'serve I'/' quarts of ice cub..s .11 evening 
long. $25.00 (tax inCluded) 
Right-Sterling ,Silver Ice Tub with genuine 
"Thermos" lining. Lion head and ring handles 
on' tub and ornamentlll handle on COVer. Ca-· 
pacily Ph qls. $120.00 (tax included) 
Left-Silver plaled Ice Tongs, length 7 inl. $3,75 
(tax inc.luCled) . . 
Center-H~avy Sterling SlIve.r Tongs. 7 Ins. 
$12,50 (lax .ncluded) 
Right"':'Slerlinq Sliver "Lllzy" Tongs":'grip with
o~t effort. $20.00 (tax includeCl) 

9>!iaijiWll' 

734 Fifth Ave •• at 57th St. 

New York City 

Mutto. Cbop- Steak 

Roast Beel • Sea Food 


• • • favorites in inany of the 
world'. most celebrated eating 
places • •• In very few have they 
won such sincere superlatives 
as they halle.at Keen's. 

JAt(n\;

ENGLISH CHOP HOUSE 
72 West 36th St. 

PORTRAIT SCULPTURE IN BRONZE 
. . by. 
, JANET GREG(;- WALLACE 

A bronze portrait of your 

child. capturing the elusive charm 


of childhood~ is a lasting treasure. 

. ILACKi STAll &10lBil 

I:IFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK 

105608 
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now, it has been the m;in 
collectors, and m; 'their purchases, 
through the yenrs, h:1VC filtered,into our 
museums, we h:lve huilt up a 'body 
w~rk of the genre thrlt is' truly fO;'l11i
dable. The ,how nnl" points up our pre
eminence'in this regard. To be sure, 
it contains mnny sple~1did pictures of this 
period. Among the earlier works, there 
rlre a fine LippoMemmi"1V1adolln 
and Child,"sl1)all and filled with ex
quisite, sad Si<;ncse religiosity; a big, 
masterfully org-nnized "The Resurrec

'tiorl' of C"hri,t~" h\~"' Giovanni Bellini; 
'and a delightful se,:ies of three w()oden 
panels, by ~Giovanni, di Paolo. Leading 
lip to the Renaissance, there nrc a nobly 

. d "S' S' I . "by B . 11"I"pamte '. all1t, e )nSC1:ll1, ~ ,ottJce 
and a, blazing-I" red-alid-.!!old. "The 
Assumption or' the Virgi;1;,,"hy Andrea 
del Castag-J1o, But 011 the whole this 
section is ~Hlt a i'ieh one, and it is Ilot 
till one rearh'es the· Netherlandish ;) nd 
German groups that nne fillds any'great 
wealth of exn.'ptioilal items. In the,for
.mer assemhl;lgt, tll(,l't arc ';) couple of 
portraits hy \{og-ier \,:Ill' (leI' 'vVeyden"
one of Charles thl?,Bold, Duke of Blir
gundy, and the htller of· an unknown 
young woman-that :on'c can almost 
gloat over, for the perfection of their 
technique; thirtcen RC111brandts and 
about half ,IS many Halses (including 

"another version ",f the lVlen:opolimn'S 
· "Malle Babbc,the 'Vitch', of ·Haar';; 
l~m"); and two Vermeers-the"Young 
Lady with a Pearl. Necklace,"..yhich 
was, once valued at a million dollars, and 
the much-rcproduced but ,still interest
ing; "Lady nnd Gelltle'man Drinking 
vVine"-in addition to such excellcnt 
pieces as Lucas, vaJ~' Leyden?s, "The 

· Ch'ess Playcrs," Picter de Hooch's tran
quil "Thc Mother," and the beautifully 
painted "Fatherly Advice" and "The 
Concert," hy Gerard Tel' Borell. In the 
German section, we enter what is to 

'us Americans almost 1!l1known gl:OlllHL 
Iris impossiblc for anyone to CIH':Ol1waS~ 
every aspcct !If art, and as our intercst 
,herein Italian art grew, it was.inevitahle 
thatthe German work of the Gothic and 
subsequent periods, should be negletted. 
·To my mind, the most important thing 
about the show is that it hrings this work 

· to 'our attention, " , ~", 
A few men of the time, s~,ch as Lucas 

Cranach (see his "Portraitof the Wife 

: of Johann Reuss" andihe slyly seduc


tive "Lucretia")', are fairly welln;pre~ 


sented in collections in this country. Bitt 

'the majority of them; such as Martin 

Sc~(mga:uer, Komat Witz, 'Albrecht 
Altdoder, and Hans Baldung, are not, 
and both theil: paintings and their meth
ods are worth studying. Thcir style is 

I i 

t, 

• ' j " ~
 ~' 


I· " 

i" I ' ' , , 
i " Butyou,just~an't b~ auto! Arnold Raisin Tea Loaf-'

my husband ~ bringing his boss home jor dinner., 
, , 

ARNOLDF'NE,BAK'ED GOOD'S, MADE WITH UNBLEACHED FLOUR 
I 

., " ~Adv~rtisement)
,< ' 105609 
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with' a 'cast of 

fresh young talents 
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harshei' and l~ss fluent than ,tnat of their 
southern co~nteiparts; and the religious 
expressi?n is at once :less spiritual and 
m<,m:: severely literal. ;Thus, Altdorfer, 
poril:aying ~'The Nativityt paints the 
stahle and manger with mil1uscule fidel
ity, and Konrat Witz's "The Crtlci
fixion" shows the onlookers, posed' in 
naively. sti1I'attitudes; <if lamentation, in 
the 111idst of a fifteenth-century land
scap,e. There, ai'e dev,i~tions, of course. 
Alfdorfer,iii ,'.'The Rest on the Flight 
into Egypt;" creates an elaborate fairy-, 
tale,setting for t4eincident, and Hans 
Baldung brings ,an' aliu(,)st Flemish 

",' clarity and metiCl1)~l;'snes~!to his "Por
, }.' .trait of the Count von. Loewengtei'n5" 

Adariill:lsheimer's "L!llridscape with the " 
Penitent Niagdalen")s' a chal:min'g bit' 
ofm'ini~turjsiic'serenity[', " 

, The'rem'e a nurrtbelLof othe'r novel-· 
ties'l1f}e a'nd ther¢inthe exhibit; and 
throughout there are chan,ges in em..: 
phasis that illustrate ,ce~tain differences' 
bet>yeen European and' our own pre- " 
dilections in ar't. ' Rubens, know,n here 
chiefly, and, not much respected, for 
his largeria~d'm9reflamboyant paint
ings, is represented by ;a small, "Land
scape.:with ,the Shipwreck of Aeneas" 
~nd a sumptuo'us "Androme4a,"both 
~f whiCh reveal how' weil he could 
turn his hand to sirriple~ sub'jects: Fine 
examples of Caravaggio:andCorre'ggio, 
",:ho are poorly represerti:ed in this coun-' 
try, are in evidence in the 'collection, and 
on the: whol~the baroque, painters are 
given much more, prol1)inence than is 
usual over here. There'is;only one paint-, 
ing, Manet's "The'Gre~nhouse," from 
the mmiern French: (the Germans dis,
carded most of the rest as "degener
ate"). : Of the sev~rtteenth-century' 
French, Claude Lorraih and Nicol1!-s 
Poussin are present (seethe latte'r's 
'calm; spl~n:did "Landsc:;tpe with Saint 

, ,Matthew and the Angel"), inaddition 
to Georges de la Tour,' who brings a 
,'touch ,of oddly modern simplification' to 

',Outstanding among 'COllegi~te buildings, 
is Gilman Hall. Johns' Hopkins University. 

, , ,Outstanding among' hotels is the' 

Bhp'raton.' elueoere 

. ," for a portrait: thatcaptur~s
her natural loveliness-and 
every detail of her go~n ant 
bouquet., ' , 

We Make Candids, Too! 

" 'e" ' Bradford Bachrach 
, , , 

~ PHOTOGRAPHER. OF, WOMEN; 
683 FlFTHAVENUE I 

'" ,PLaza 5-6238 I 

" BOSTON • WASHL~G'TO~' HARTFORD' B~LTIMOaE' i 

,I ' his '''Saint Sebastian'Mollrnedby Saint 

1 

': 

i 
I 

Irene an'd Her Ladies.'" I 

The show offers a singular opportu':': 
riity,to see a great collection of foreign-
owned pictures. I wpuld suggest,. 
though, that you go early'. 9n opening 
daYi,the place was full by;n06n, and the 
afterrioon crowas, they: te~l me, are 
terrific. '·'",--:,ROBEllT. M. COATES 

• 
, ",','I " " 

A top man on atoms, Dr. R. E. Lapp,
dropped on ,the Pentagon 'building 
would just about clean out Washington' 
without the formality of an election. 
" , ,', -Okl~hQma paper. 

EAST'ORANGE • PHILADELPHIA • PROVIDENCE'I:, I 'Veil; it's an idea. 
'I '.' . ' .. '.'" 
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"t.lTr~~f?;' 
The . War Departme,nt had assured 


. ev.' eryone. thai it was not out for loot: the.l 

202 masterpieces from destroyed .or dam-."1 aged German museums were"being stored 

. in the air-conditioned vaults beneath, 
i Washington's National Gallery of Art "in 

•. 	 trust for .the people of Germany or the 
other ,rightful' owners." . 

This week this assurance was challenged; 
and from a surprising source. In the Feb..; 
ruary Magazine 0/ Art, ,32 out of 350ffi~ 
cers of the U.S. Army's Monuments, Fine 
Arts and Archives staff in Germany-the' 
men responsible for forwarding the mas~ 
teq)i«e,~¢,s~e<;lared.' .that ,the paintings 
would' hiivebeeiJ.' perfectly safe in Ger': 

.many. S!J,id tl:1~y: "Depots and personnel, 
bothfuUYcompetent, have been inaugu~ 

• r 

rated, and are; functioning." , 
Andrew C. Ritchie, director-on-Ieave of 

Buffalo's Albright Art Gallery, suggested 
the best way "to avoid any suspicion be~ 
tween the powers [would be] a repository 
in a neutral country like Switzerland." , 

The State Department seemed to think 
the whole discussion unpatriotic. Said the 
Department's Chief of Central European: 
Affairs, James W. Riddleberger,: "The de
cision to remove these works of art to this' 
country was made on the basis of a state..!, 
ment by General Clay that he did not haV]' 
adequate facilities and. personnel. •• • I .

". 	 'was hoped that the Presiddit's pleilg'e tha .. 
. they would be returned to Germany woul .' 

: satisfy [everyone]." , 

, 	 ,. TIM. FEBRUARY, 	 .i,.9<, 

~~~ ,_.,c.~_____ ______._~,_.______ 

105615 
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FOREIGN SERVICE OF "[HE UNITED'STATES OF AMERICA 
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For Dept., SECURITY, UNCLAsSlJ!'DJD use ODly • 
.R ' 

E FEBTO: Department of State 
, , ~ 20 

fROM; BICOO 6 FR:..A.NKiroR'I'/M" 2.16 :Fqjib:!'Illat"j' 9" 1.9.50 1 Enel~e A 

I .f' ~ :IE ,) 
REF; Telegram ~~ 28,21,I~ In.",\t~~t;;",3QE1 f~,) 29 arid N&I\, 43 i 6 EID 

, , ,~...,.. VI ~~y...i.k....1 ' j 	 N 

I DCRSUBJEct:' FRENCH RESrI'l'UTION CIJUM ]"(l) LOOl'~u PAINrJ':NlJ, "i ~ II' <., 1t,;"t.) 

I ~ii..l>f# l I N GER 
, . 	 ' ! ~EUR 
I 

/ 

The Off1~e of the UoS .. , High GomJ,~,;dA..~er i' •.ii:' aem~ baa th!; hoIaor 


to stat.e that the i.n:v~tigation ~a :;rGqufls·tie,o. l,ll tnstructlon # 29e.oo. Ii' 43 g 


~d cab19 eN 15603/G SRI. # 2821 had ;\;he!~:t~llow1ltg ~~lIlUlt" 

1 ' ~~' ~ 
 t"Tlle paintilO,gby M.\)~frt -PgliiiC!1f1S 8u;t t,~ 3eiMw~~ boug.1l.t 1lD.~ 


111l 1940 bJ' \iaJ,~~ St~rJg~~0 i.:~~mai:! ~i~~,~@1.).1) lirt~e.t 6 l'fauptstruq~ 

. Badeno.Baden!l from ~t desle:r:'\ ~,i(t'dN m~ de ~~iI!IiXtGg t~ether with 


~\ another pa1nt1Dg 'by Molifit': a.~d &;, p:!l2Jltil'lg b;v' R~M~" ~has8 pr1~ , 
, ~~~ ~I!l RM, 40 b' 000 ~ RMj 4,~l;; OQ~1,; Tlwl iI!l@c<Jnd ~et. Md Rsnou:> U'e 
, ~ at111 1. st~ar~§ pmJ~~lI!I~,~<o . " , ' 

,l\ ,J):i 1948 ,Strengsr de@1ded t9 flaU tli~ I..,dntirag through Adolf WWlratel"ll 

~ a German art dealtaX' aM spac1aU.ert ;t~ ll'~eMh in.qn'eB$1Qx:dlllt~ ~ whO W. 

~ , Fr8Mh biis1n8Sa coona·cit:!(.'tlm of ,;o&;g tir~.a1f~Up~g Nid whQ W~ part1iim;a:d,,. 


activ~ ill Fr8ll.C$' dur1lt1g th~ @@crlP(l.l;t;i,~" ~ w,~ P:fMBlit e..Mrests 1J,J 

8 l4U'tiustruN~ !t~u!i@h,o! f. 


, 	 I·' ,• 	 1<' 
Bu.rtDg the, sprhgcf 194Bth~J?;t>~~i; ,llmSe\l'JJ,I[§!' fi_ arts &1 libr,, 


officer@ mCOGg reeeiftd a re~~t :C:rmi tb.m &-it1~h "mD&its &I fiM m:tll 

aeet10itili ntMseldm.-t tMt \'lue.~rt.;OO'," "Ji!.i:~ tg~:1~ng tbilt ©QW!tr.v 111, the ~ 


pU\f 'of aa .:rieq art deel~who w~Y! Ml~@!U;r, buyins up 'Wo.l'Jmof at 

11lD uDllmthm.~.d ~r" In"i'~stigat1ou «::!i.~r1ed~t a~' that tu. 

reft8:i,ed that the Amer1~a~ at"~ d~&" WM SOill S'b'@i!!!lllo, _tw,·.:UMd. 01t198 

of l)1tch or1g1A"U~~' b@l.D8 q\l!,_1;1olliM~ stX'MP ertat8IA tllat be ... ~"" 

iDg~ll a short ta'!em apIW~tl",~bip w;iitAWu.~tu~ t ..1; tho ~ of 

his v1B1t tO~D;1 ~ to 1~!~ 4;~~ t~8daa :but M1: 't@ '\Q;f IIUfl;J' workli 

of art" It is ulldoo:'1irtl!c')Od ,t1';J;:l.t l ,~t:r~a'p llW.d~ ~i.mila:r !'lta:tun6nt!B WheD he 

applied tor bis ent:q '\ti.~a i~t~ GE'X'JIl);i~ '" ' 


,::11 , 

In. aotilal f.a.ct e tbe main ~ll~~ of St1'30'p°~ vl.B1t 1;4) Ge~ lfiIAI 

to 'ae;'tu ali agell't fer l!1,rt d~~ Ger£ll~iJ, of. N$wYO't'k.. With t~ ~ue," 


of ~D~ who ViM .PX'ea~t G~l'ltW,EW ,~t tMt tim; he ~ a ~ -... 

ginning of _ 1948 l\.IJOn.Eft 0~ I!)~~((t~i.'l K4' 13 s~a~1i :fram.s~~!1 te 

whom ,he h.s4 been a'tx'othlleed bw JfI\l!.(M!'i.;,£!~" A@.c~:!:'d1lllg t~ 811 iD:vestisattoa 

CUrled out '1,),. th.$ liren~he it ,WM stl!."'';:~}i wblg paid, ~ :I _ 1'48 to 

S'treDger $3~SOOoOO iu.J~uh ~t ~t>!lll :F.ID,;F:dii,lt;lher Ho;t' ill Mllllil!'Jhe .. a@il w.bi~,' 


\ 

THIS IS N-!n' A PERMANENT RECORD COpy, 

mailto:A@.c~:!:'d1lllg
http:t1';J;:l.tl
mailto:i~~,~@1.).1


·~... ' 

I, 
Be1iWun t!Ie'9th~U4 18th Ma,y ~94B1" t~ de;1.~ the ooU1il.U' iIlvoice 

waa ieStleO.' to,smep ,m OOPe~D.9 the, :Monet \I whiCh Stre8p M4 bought 1m 
.udell. JllWJt have.. taken cat of SQ.clI a transactiOJ1 waa.l4~C) 

have -.na1l.Djeot to'llot1:flcatioD. to the moJa1Jll8D;tg uA &reM•• offic_. 
to wbaa tt 'IlU ·DOt reporitMl", " 

i , 
tt theotl'aer t~.e paintlD.gBm_tioa. OIl th. couular 1Dvoloe ware 

a.1ao aCq\lU'K bl'SV.p'18 GtimnNrtIP 'the ,cas8 would eertfdDl, wan"IUlt :bl'" 
ves~_.; Q.1d.telapart from ..,'T1OlaUoa of OQ1Te_l' regu.latioD8ad: 
,~ 1&1810 tau.oltaracter of the pa1lltlltg8e F.re1lfil1' ~1oaiats9 
su.gseststlult ttMq..,. alao be ·8U.bjeert to' relit1tutl0a0 

.J'II1Bes," • Re.i14 
'Waf " 

EducatioA ,. OaltvralBe1a.tlo. Div.ls»m 

~: 

Deeluat:lou W' ..~ weld_sl" strell8_ 
i 

\ 

j , ~ 

\ 



" 

~llie Secretary of State presents his compliments to His 

Excellency' the ~bassador of J!rance and bas the honor to advise 

him that the pai~ting by Claude Monet, entitled La Seine 2 
\ 

. 	 . 
Asnieres or La PEmiches ~ la Seine referred to in the Depart

ment I S note of February 6, 1950, has been received in Washington
I 	 . , 	 , 
I 

at the National 	Gallery of Art and will be delivered to an 
, 

accredited repre'sentative of the French Government upon 

signature of the' attached receipt.
. I . 

The Department of State believes that the circumstances 
I 	 . , 

i 	 I"~ 

Wld.er which thel>ionet painting was recovered in the United 

States by this dovel~ent'will be of interest to the French 
I I 
i 1 

Goverment as e-rdence of the gene~ous and voluntary coopera.tion 

,.1 

which American museums. are::giving in the recovery of missing 

\"lOrks of art 109ted by the enemy and dispersed during the war. 

1-1r. Edgar:? Richardson, the Director of the Detroit 
; 


i 

Institute of Arts of the City of Detroit, ~n S':Ptember, 1949.' 

;....,: 

.. 
I' 
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REP.~OO~5~.AT THE NATiO~:"L'A~'r::::c:i 

- 2

! 
directed an inquiry to the Department of State as to whether 

; 

or not a Monet painting. Peniches sur la Seine which the 

Detroit Institute bad purchased frqm a New York dealer, was 

among the works ;of art which had been looted during the war • 
. '" ~-

The Department was able to inform him immediately that the 

pahlting in question 11113..8 one which had. apparently been con-
i 

fiscated by the Nazis from the collection of Mrs. Fernan 

Halphen, 51 Rue ~ont dlUrville, Paris, on July 10, 1940, and 

requested that t$ Detroit Institute of .Arts forward a photo"': 

graph of the pictbre and retain the painting in its custody 

until the Depar~nt of State might complete. an investig;9tion . 
, ~ 

/!?-. 

I . 
of the case. There was an understanding \\1. th I~. Ricbardson 

that the Uni ted States Government ...10Uld seek to obtain, wi th 
",;,' ' 

, 
the consent of the: New York dealer, the surrender of the paint

ing for resti tut1oil to the French Government should it prove 

to pe a looted wor~ of art. 

The Embassy 0* France in its note No. 317 of October 5, 

1949, transmitted to the Department of State information con

carning the painting which Mrs. Fernand Halphen had presented. 

to the French Minis:;try of Foreign Affairs. In its reply on 

October 24 

i, 
( . 

. ,.... ,\,,', ' 
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r,:,t l:!~r~ ~t. 1;1» .\i}stroi# l~tiiJ,u.t.I;* nt' lu-t1fi '~ hli,Htln~t.he. . - ,',. 

'f'Ii9.:int~ in OUSt.p'lW ~t'be ~lU~~iQ! wr,.l\l;~:ie!~~mlt ~,~ntth~g 
, , 

i 

I 

i~'!'Ie i;Mill~Wia'11:t' ~i.u'm(!jtJ~~tiQft.,$ t~~ nllU~~ t~s,t \~lf-'ii:ml~t 

lNtld"t 1iOZt.tl! 01' t~~~:ny.. ':~NS W.il!1"'a ~oJ.,$.o tlr-P.I~ oth;:a:r. ~~~iln:t~~ , 
I 

,1' 

1aiptl!"'~d lntu ~ Un! ted ~b'0."~ in tb\!! 1lR~ eJnpMn.twith' t~ 

On ~k41Ui:'!.r.'1!~, l~~a)•.~ l)ep~'il'~nt t~f \~\1.jj.~~}:;'f;r{4ue"'r~~$" 
i 

i 

!~.t too ~m~ ~j;' tJUs, :llw~_mt.. l.M;~1l't1Qt(Jt' Clf ti::,~ ~;:~tl"ctt 

tk)fJ.m~m," I::; 
~J. ii , .; . ~~ 

j 

, 
,, 105621 

I 
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,, 
Common Council of the City of Detroit, therefore, transferred 

the painting to ~be custody of the United States Government•. 

, 

The Departmbnt of State bas already expressed to Mr. Hicbard
; 

, 


son its appreci~tion for the considerable assistance he· has 

given in the re~overy of this painting and would commend to the 

French Government the desirabilityof making an official acknowl
1 

I 

edgement of the ,service which Mr. Richardson he.s rendered in the 
I 

i 
obtaining the re'turn of this painting. The s~stion is made 

, 
in this instan~ because Mr. Richardson bas heretofore aided 

the Department olver the period of the la.st four years in the 

recovery of othe'r works of art which were looted and dispersed 
-': 

I 

during World W~ II. 

The Monet painting has been recovered under the most 

..aJ 

favorable circumstances ".!.here ,t:lJl outstanding museum director, 

his institution,' and the municipal council, as well as the art 

dealer, have all voluntarily cooperated with the United States 

I 

Government. It 'is believed that an appropriate expression of 
I . 

appreciation by ithe French Government to lJ~. Richardson and 

attendant 

. 
" 

:'
".: 

,',.{ '. 
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Entry bt 62 D- 'f._ 
FHe Ar-~e),~ tJJl c.te, 
Box ~:J.:::.-.~_--...-' 

- 5

attendant publicity would ma.terially aid in f\ll"thering the 

, I 

program under the International Agreement of July 8. 1946. 

Enclosure: 

Receipt for, cultural objects. 

i 

Department of S~ate, 

Washington,; 
, 

851. 441/1-rooo 

I 

OEX:ILI:ARHall:mms 4/10/00 
:, ,',

, , 
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File Ard<?1l~#dI c.ee I 

Box .,;;:.;Z~~_---' 

, 
. The undersigned. _____________, d.ul.;1 

acr,TGdited b1 the ...'
I 
________ Go'V'al"runent. }lSre~ 

I 

from the ~~!trary ot' 8ta.te on behalf .of the U1fn'i~ID S'fA'll~~} 

GOVl!lfiNi\flJjlf~ for the! items d.es<.71bed in. Seh.edule "Au att1.'tched 

hereto. 
i 


~ delivery' of these ttertlS is subject to the' foliowing 

Cl9ndi tions: 


I 

l~ ~ recelving &"Overnment hereby oel'"titie.s that the 
. items described in; Schedule "A'· attached wre te.ken O\1t of that 

country by the enemy. 
I 

I 

2. The receivin,g e,ovarnment undert.tlkes to restore any 

object which bas been delivered to it by mistt"ke: 
, . 

a. . '1'0 the government of the Allied sta,te if tile 
property was remOvPA by the enemy from tho terri tor:v- of that 

state; . 


b. If it had not been renloved frOlllth.e territory 
of an Allied' s~tEr, to the Office oitha HId tad ~;t(.:ttes High 
Comzuissioner for GerIilBllY or to the lJeCl"etary o;t'Stt,;(ile of th~ 
United States of J\meric....." as tiw Secretary of St::~temay desi~te. 

3. 1.!he rEtcai vine; e,overnment agt'ees that theUnited 8\<;1\;6S 
Government and al11ts ~gents and representatives f:lhaU be saved 
.harmless frou"} an::y cUWD for loss, darJu'lg;a or. (l~terioration sui'fared 
by t!i1lV item from the time ·0£ its removal :from. tl:le Juriadiction or 
CllSto~ of the coUntry :receiving restitllUon until its return 
thereto. . 

Witness 

_----.."' u: .....-----'--1~. , 111

lEitie or Capac! ty of ~ag't1er. 
i i"! 

\~.":\, I,i\\ i, 
.'lO$~ 

i , 
0 
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Height: 2lt inches or 54 an. 

\iidth: 28 3/4 inches or 71 1/10 an. 

b':.· .. •· 

+ Good condition. No dama~ •.: 
.f 

t 

* 

l 

l 

t 

t 

" 

,t 

t 

•
• 

t 

•
• 


l 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

23318(TRANSLAT ION) 
't-J9/R-IV 

Thench 

IDTHE ' 


Wsshtngton,' September 1, 19$0 

GB/PH 

No. 260 " 

The Embassy 
I 
of Fl'Gnco in the United states presents its 

' 

compliments to the D~artment 'of state and has the honor to aclaww

ledge receipt of the nQte of the Department of State dated AprU 21, 
. , 

1950, relating to the restitution to Mrs. l"ernand Halphen of t,he . 

picture byClaude Monet, fiLes P8n1ches sur l.a Seine". 
I ' 

This p10ture has been J'etl"imsmtted to the M1.n1str;y or 

Foreign Affairs at ~r1G for restitution to1t8 owner. 

The J:!)nbassy of l"rance wishes, on this occasion, to express 

i t8 thanks to the ~rtment of ~tate £~r 1ts cooperation in the, 
', . 

As tb.enote of the Department of State suggested., 
....~ , 

letter of thanks Ms been sent to Mr. ,Edgar P. Richardson... 
! "" 

or the Detroit Inst.itute of Arts•. 
I . 

an o1'f10181 
i 
(Director I 

l 

l 
The ~8$y: avails i tsel£ of, the opportunity of the present r' 

\ 
note to r~w, to ~G Deportment of State the assurances o£ its Vfa:r7 

high conslderat1on~ 

/Initialed/ W. 

/stamp o~ the French Embassyl
Department of State. 

~fG8h1l\;;,~Onll D. C; , 

I . 
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t'~S~:J~~:...  Entry bt 62 D- 't 
""','!I...' : File At-dtrd,'tJ. i=1dI c.f1. / , 

Box ~;Z~~_____ 

1-.LEASE CERTIFY AND RETUF.~:, 

i9' "Jbt..~Bl~= 
lour lo'~ fJtJe~ !O.l.mli(l. _$ nqo1t'e14 .d. __ 


qtUl8u.ou t.w. aodeD3.$ to ~be'" t.lae ptdat,iq..,' ~. &bD(IU 

_ "~ to \he ~Cllll.i.lJNt.,. em 10 •• ~, uf 

~..w .~'M~ 18 b ~~, 1e''''... t)t;J~T7 It, 

1980.. 


tbe ~l1A'11i4 1&0000tt _ 1Ih1~ in ~~. vitia .fl~tAlw.d. 
. F~.SI \0,. ltf,t\loJml imU., ()t~, .s. 'lflke$ ,~.,. 

CQ8'lldl otl all wna of atl'" for U. .~ 01 il~.. I &btlll 
.. &lad. to Wom you ·ct ,_ Nte.·4in"lvm. of .~ ri!e~. 

$b~ t'IlI--, 
f01!" ,.Sti~'~ot$_~t 

I 

Olttc IU; AliHall:mras 

http:qtUl8u.ou
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,. DECLASSIFIED 
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.8y~oqq 
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rRcs ' '-.-:.s;::..1.t.--_
\ Entry kt 62 D- Lf 

\ File ArdeJ,a +iJJ ~, 
, Box, 7 . ....;;;.;<~_(_---'I 

t2bt :L/ 19??I , , 

\ In reply refer to I, . 
\ ILl i 
'\ .. i

'\' I' 

I ' 


My dear ).tt. Richardson: , . I 
1 '" 

, , The receip~ is acknowledged of your letter of October 7, 

1949, to Miss Ardelia R. Hall, Arts and Monuments Officer of 

the Department :of Sta.te, inquiring as to the appropriate 

procedure~1.n r~turning the painting by Monet in case Madame 

Fernatld Halphe~ wishes it returned to her possession. 


, 

Should the efforts of the Detroit Institute of Arts to 
negotiate the purchase of the painting from Madame.' Halphen 
fail, the painting should be returnedby' the United. States 
GoverDDlent to the ,French Jilnbassy in Washington. It is the' 
responsibilitYl.of 'the French Government to return sach. ' 
proper~ to th~ individual claimants among its nationBls. 

i 
It would Jbe appreciated if you would obtain from the 

deelerthe ~e of the place in ,SwitzerlaDd from which t.be 
painting was shipped. to the United States and date of shipment. 
As soon as fuIl information regarding the transactions involving 
this painting/is obtained, the aytion to be taken bytbis 
Government to irecover tbepainting can be determined. In the 

, ~ ':', . meantime, it ~ll be appreciated: if the Detroit Institute of 
Arts will con~inue to retain the painting in its custody.. 
Should it not! be feasible for the Institute to de so, other, 
arrangements ban be made. 

I' 

Sincerely yours, 

\ 

Lawrence S. Morris 
ChiefI , 

Divis,ion of Libraries and Institutes' 

~' Mr. ~ p.1 Ricbardson, Director, 
, Detroit Institute of Arts, 

~trOit 2, MichifJUlo'
! " . 
I 

I 
I 

IOn: ILI:ARHall:mms 10/17/49 ' L/B,
! 
I 
j 
j 
I 

\ 


" 


http:responsibilitYl.of


····~i'~ 
.

, . , 

UNCLASSIFIED, . 

. No. ~1 
To the 

Un1ted .states*,gh Commissioner for Gennany t 

FraDkfort.' 

The Secretary of State endl.oses for transmission to the 
Monuments, Jrins Arts' ·ami Arcldves Section the atta.cb.ed photo
graph of a painting by Claude ~10net, Penehes.E. h Seine, 
listed by the Command.ementen· chef fran9a1s en Allemagne. 
Burean central des Restitutions in the puhlieationRepertoire 
des. biens .spolies !!; France . durast ls. Guerre. 1939 ... 1945' .. 
(p. 311) as having been looted from the. =llection of 

Mme. .lerna,ne. Halphen • 


.:lllie painting 1s \n0w held by the Detroit Institute of 
Arts, Detroit. Michigan. :fhe Department of Sta.te ~ a 
French Government report which sta.tes that the coUection of 
Mme. Halphen, 51 Ru.e Dumont· dlUrvUle, Paris. was confiseated 
by· the Nazis on July :10, 1940. The painting wa.s purclla.sed 
in Switzerl.a:Dd in 1948 by a reputable dealer and offered to 
the Institute for sale. . 

It would be appreciated if· tbS Monuments, Fine Arts and 
Archives Section would verify the 108s from the i~ventor.v of 
(krman confiscations in France maintained during the war by . 
the German mbassy at Paris and forward ~ available informa~ 
1;ion as to the transaPtions relating to this painting follow
ing 1940. part1eularly on the transfer of the painting to 
Switzar1and. . ; .. . 

Enclosure: 

1. Photograph of Monet paint,1.ng. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

:lQ'ij~iO 
~ r '\1: '!~ 

OEX:ILI:ARHall:mms : 10/3/49 GA ;: 
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I 
,THE DEI'ROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS 

Detroit 2, Michigan 

jEdgard p.Richardson, Director 

November 1, 1949 

~~e Fernand Halphen 

IHotel Carlyle . 

I Madison avenue at 76th street 

; New York City,NY 


I Dear 	Madame Halphe,n: 

I have your letter this morning and alsa 

enclosed with it a letter from Mr. Elfers. We are glad to 


I conform with your decision although we shall regret to 
see your Monet leave our collection. But we do not want 

: to do anything ourselves nor urp,e you to do anything other 
, than 	what will be completely satisfactory to yourself, ansi. 
: to the COIr.mission de Recuperation Artistique, and I bele~:V'e 
: that your decision is probably the only wise one. We shall, 

therefore, expect the official notice from the Comm,i,ssion 
which will notify us what flDrms we are to follow in' returning 
your picture to you. As soon as we have the requisite inform
~tion we shall'release the picture.' !/' 

I hope that you will enjoye your stay in this 
country and that your return voyage will be as smooth and 
pleasant as you voyage here was unpleasant. 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Sincerely :,rours; 

E.P. 	Richardson 
Director. 

'O~63!

j :.' 
, ~ .. 
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FINE ARTS ASSOCI.mS 
o 

p Otto:M. Gerson S. Thalheimer 
y I 

41 - 51 EaSt 57th Street, New York 22, N.. Y. 

November i2, 1949 

Mr. iiefer,.: . 
Division of German Economic Affair$, 
U.S. Department' of State, ./ . 

. Washingtoil:,- D. C. 


! 
/ 

Dear Sir: 

In .compltanoe with your request over the telephone 
on November lOth~ I ~ve you the desired information as 
follows: . 

The pS1Q)ent of $4~OOO.- in cash (our currency) was 
made directly to}.ir. Waldemar Strenger at the hotel Bayriscl1er Hof.. 
Munich,. about May 9ith. 1948. 

, 


I am, 


Yours very truly, 

(signed) Otto Gerson 

Otto M. GersonI', 

WG:AC 

http:ASSOCI.mS


RG --=~=-1J..-_
Entry !&t 62 D- Lf . 

File .Ard~la+ktI cJJ. I 


Box ;Z 

November 16,1949 
i , . 

Monet' a ~enic:bes:.W!!'. ~ Seine. 

Alec Kieffer -, 
I 

Ardelia.R.. Hall - ILl 

I 

i 

~ir. Kie:f:fe~ called. Gerson paid the money in cash - $4.000.00 

in United Sta.tes dollars directly to. Hr. :3tre.nger in Hotel. 
I 

Bayrisciler, H~ch, May 9. 110 export penu.t? Transaction 
i 

illegal.· 

Did ~son,violate GerllllUl ex~ r~luirementsl 
I 

, ; 

http:4.000.00


" 

;. 

: PLEASE CEJlTIFY AND' ',' ," ":. 
, ,'_: , ."REl'URN • 

.~;~<., 
, refer,' to NOY18 
'851.5031/10-59 ' 

, ,MY' dear Mr. Gerson: 

The ,rece~p1; is acknowledged of yoq,rletters of Octo
ber 31, 1949.: and November 12, 1949, vriththe iniormat.iotl 
regarding the purChase of the pain'ting 'by Claudel·!onet ' 
called ttpeDiclles SUI' la Seine ll or "La SeineS. .AsDiere. " 
cl.c'1imed by t1:j.e FrenchC<overnment asbaving been looted by 
the ~Ta.Zis during World "lar II from ~~i3.dame Ferna.Dd Halphen
of Paris. ' ' " 

The Department of State appreciates your assistance in 
~hi s matter. With refJird to the recoveryofworka of arti 

, looted' by t~' E3nemy durin,g V;orld V,ar II, it is the responsi- ' 
bili ty and desire of the Um,ted "StL:'!.tes Government to exert 
every reasonable effort to right such wrongs as may be brought 
to light and :to obtain not only the return oftl'.'.l~object to ' 
the former owner but also just compensation for innocent third 
parties who r~ l:uwe purcfu13e(1 such object::~ under false pre":" 
tenses. ' , 

Sincerely yours t ' 

Russell L. Riley' 
Acting Chief 

Division of Libraries and Institutes 

Mr.. OtteM. 'Gerson, 

l1Ule Arts Associates, 


4I ,- 51 East 57th,Street, 

New York 22, New York.' 


~' ~\Nl' ~ of JlH 
. . I 

OEx:'ILl:.ARaal1:mms 11/3/49 L/B GA 
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.' ,. . 

~. " 

I' 

I 

51 Eas','Snh· street; 'New Yorif22 '. N. Y. , " '.. ..., ". "I . 
••' ,,< ,,' 

Ktdoreslo 5-31.1.5 

. I 

• _,I". . " 

U,!S. Deputment, of State. 

Division of Libraries and Instit~tes. 

Washi~ont D. Co; .' . 


Attention Mr. Russeil !tiley • 
.' raILI 851,;4O&/l~fJijl:', " 

. ,~,. . .' 

We refer ,to: 10ur lett~r of lJQvember 18. 1949 and,for'the .... 
completion of yo\lr records '1 like' to i~onn youthatmeanwl;lil~ ', .. 
we received B. p~ent of ~j2.000.- from .the lawyer ofMr~ Wald~ 
'Stren&er. . ". " . . " '\ 

This amount: represents apart-payment.' ref~dingtO' tis'. 
the cost, of the painting by MonEJt "Les Periiches sur 1s. Seipe ll • 

'lhe pa.vment ~ of the bala~ee bas 'been' promiSed to Us 'on ~r' 
before March, 31st, 1900. 

We are. 

Y9Urs "e'r

FIN'E A..~ 

.' \ 

l ~. 

.ASSOCIATES 

GiG:ac. 
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. Entry itet 67. f)- '-L 
File Ard~ltt iJ,ctI cJJ...:. 
BoX .f!;.;Z~:----.---' 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to His 

lilxcellency the Ambassa.dorof France and bas the honor to refer 

~ .. -.
to his .Embassy 1 s note No. 3l? of October 5, 1949, concerning 

the Monet paint~ng, Peniches !!:!t 1a Seine, claimed by 

Madame Fernand I¥Upben, 51 rue bont d1Urville, Paris. and 

! 
I 

, 

listed in the L1'st .Q!: Propertx; Removed f!:.2!a France during ~ 

!l!£. 1939 - 1945,; pa.ge 311. 
I, 
I 

The Detroit Institu.te of Arts, Detroit, Michigan, . has already 

informed the Dep~tment of State that this painting by Monet is . 

. ,.-.. , ;' 
in its custody. ,As Boon as full information can be assemb1ed 

by the Department, of State from the .American Zone of Germany a;nd 

Switzerlalld re~ding the transactions involving the painting, 
[. 
I 

the Department of State can determine what measures are possible 

to obtain its recovery and return. to the French Government. 
I 

Department of State, 
, I 

Washington, ; . 

OEX:lLI:ARBall:mms 10/17/49 L/B roS/E· .. 
Mr. Braden Mr. Dorsey 

i . 

I 
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. , 

~LEASE CERTIFY AND RETURN. 

~-~ 


(f!Ui,Yl~\leaU" ~i;·;'~ceiVt;d ~~ i;~ pb.oto~phs of ~he ' 

P4iill\'1.f1Jl€ lifhieb ;reN' for~lt1d by ~i.l" !l~it ~!f!4 Mfi t.~~lUei 

~. Pl'lM.f. \0 t:t:.f~~m'f4. j'iai) A-r~i" .ttl l\l!"~dw.u; HGe~lcu. . 

MWlieh, ~W",hf:lUll\l$~in", x'}ll ln€o:r.'lt$).t.loftt:~_U.~~bls g,~ ttl 

t:b.t! O·t"ii$4hZl t.r~~et.ionrt c.'lne81"'D.l1lt; 11M pal.nt.bttf. &fId. ita tr~ 

tea ~. tSft'..l.lt'rW.Att~l" 1940. 


. . 
ShoQld l' grov~ M~~ for t.~ i1.~1M.' tb 't~. r~~eotU"£.e 

t.o lGl~ll «ACi1nai 1~ ii.'Witt~lend.. ti\e .~__.., . wmUd be glad 

to foneJ."d _ inqlDn w the~~nl'~tJftlm'l in Jkmef«1' 

t.hait' t!dl'li~ &:..~:·ttI \li,bat ~ 'f'fJq bf:J pOIll~l'bl. ff11" b:iruto o'b'it:.lft 

QBd(d't.iw1n l$ll~ ,~~. 

~~_ ,_ lnn:t!'n.t~wo''lld lDoo to keep the pttln.t 

tAg u ,be dGf~ler ~ :Nt1Jll~.l(l'i~ b1u t!'.litn~tloJ)a aM. an~ 

for .... ~~. iWHa U~ JialI"M.n, tbtt j;lEl~}f¢'_ll' fl!llfB . 

AU ooJIlrJC",", .~10J1fi e.s Mppropn!.t.'. ~v1~ to'r ,he _d.8' 

. fi~.~i~ til: bel' Cl~1a i.ll!I to~:r.ded. '0 'bo~.$!I""~n'fGr t:roMS"" 
wl'W flo _ ·1!Ymidl ~,~ 

I. 
Mr. 8. 1"). Ul.~deorl. llirectDJ'. 

~ .Uebolt::h,.l»itu.tA of,ll"i.'J;,
_,,",1,. Mlabig;lIl. 

I 
! 
i. 

.,I 
LI; ••. : 

10'563,' 



~ ti~..., of ~~• ., ".,. ~ ~.ot~,w~ ~ 
ri'lUn![,~.~1£ ~t ~l~jll eu\~t«i~' Qt ~~J~t,!_ tllittl ~ 11'~ 
~i~e1t.1j}a otw "f)iJ\'~l~ -.u ~ ob~_.' . 

l'~~""'i"~nC-€6 ;::'i. ~n1!$ . 
~~~(ti', ·l~Vld.oJl ot 

M~~l~~. ~~.t:~t1Jl,~t11;U;~t'I 

!~ 

~~, "',' \.. -' ,~~. 

'.i'05~ y) 



ILl - JIr. L. Morris 0ctober 10, 1949 

~os/E - Mr .. Dors8:y
! 

Note no. 317 from French l!lmbassy, dated October 5, 1949 

The following ~zes the ccmtsnt$ of the J.i'rench "Embassy'. Note '17, 
, < 

Madame Fernand. l:Ialphen, a French citizen and resident or Paris, 
has good reaSon to believe that the Claude l!on.et painting entitled 
"Petliche (Barge) 1874" listed under fto. 48.416 in the catalog of the 
Detroit ~\lte' of Arts i<s none other than a picture acquired by 
her in 1928 and ofwtdch she was despoiled dUring the German occup8.
tion.. ' 

< 

< 

It wOQJ.d appear thattMe painting vias sold to the Detroit Museum 
in 1948 by tr}l'ine Arts Associates" o!57th Street, !lew York. 

I 

It is pointed',out that the slight differences (about 1/4 inch) 
existing between the original and thepr'0uent dimensions of the canvas 
may well be the result of camoui'lage, < a comon practiceamOllg picture 
thieves. II < 

'L'he !'rench Embassy requests the cooperation of the .ge~tment in 
th:ia matter and, hopes invElstigatlonswill be iZlstitut.ed regarding the 
transactions preceding the tr<:Ansfer to the Detroit Mnseum of the afore
mentioned painting. 

In the evetlt that Iladame Halphen' s claim is substanM.nted,. the 
French T~ssy 1fill~. seek the return of this art llorkto its lawf'ul < . 
Owner who plan. to COMe to't.he United States on Ootober 14. 

EnolosuresJ 
Copy of affidavit coverint~ sale on Jan. 19, 1928 of the 
painting to )Jl.(Ji. Halphen 

• < • 

, ' 

Photogr~ reproduction of ~inting originally QWl'lod ,by 
Mrs. HalplUm. ' 

'i 
i) 

'/
! 
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! 	 JAN 24'1950. 	I 
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m~CLAS$l;:m i 

lfo.!\-? (~,~~). 
:to·the 

Urd'cd .State~ :Hlp Cotomlssioner for Qe~. 

Frankfort· on th.e !~. 

~ SacretEu-y·of St~te reters to tne lJep!.il1"'tmnt illstr.lletioD 
No. ($, tletober ·at 1949. aDd·t"le~J'lo. 2827, l'JoTft'btlr 19, 
1949. e3ntara1ng ~b8 reoo.ery in the U-Dl~~' S'~tee of a. ptt1ntl~ 
by Cl~ MQnst.P!l!ieesl!'~ S~9i~. looted durln..g the war 
and claimed· _ .' :F'reneh GO~nt. 

Til~ attacb.Eld COpy Qialet,t$l" from the l~ew YUN ro:-t dlirUer. 
t<1r. Otio Gereon. datoo..J@uary 7, 1950 is1il",~1ttOO bDl"lJwith 
for the lntormad~ft ·of . tb8 Ofi1ce1" in Chirrge.I. a"acbed; er;uw,.a.r. invoi~tro. B51i:roM (;opfmbaf~;en. 
jjelSlP.rkt d.ated~fay lB, 1948 t sbowtl tbat fOlU" rmin;ttngn In' all. 
wro aonf,trOll'l Co~~n to ttw· tln1ted Hit~t~.B i,n tho Shipment. 
wi t;h toM UOft81i ptun,tllltl:. fhle.\;'l8pa,..tment t.u !,uqnl1B~ting furtlsliJr 
infoNatiQn ~ ,haRe" York dealer a$ to tM SO\D;"CO of tbe 
othoo!' three. a.lthoUgh tMY vrtll10t 11ated .wAtlJlg the1,illsBlBg~rko 
of art aDd wl11 k~~M Officer in Cl'mr. 1nfot'mGd.· /./. 

, 
2. ConqW,ar :lmro1ce No. 85l. 

troa ~n.·l~k. 

I. 
i 

851.4031/U-l.i48 

tmCLMS!F.tIID 
I 

O:mX:.lLI: ARBall.:mms I 1/13/00 GID - ~. Kieffer 



SUl3JECT: 	 Monet,: 'tpeniche sur La Seine" and paintings listed in 
Consular invoice No. 851, May 18, 1948, Copenhagen. 

i 
PiSBaro. Flowers 	 French list #5314, Pissaro Bouquet of 

Chrysanthuinums - Collection Baron Maurice 
de·Rothschild. 

This is a pastel and not a painting. There
fore, not likely. 

R .- enOl.r, Fi I.gures :1.n Nothing comparable. 
Landscape 

Monet, House in French List #6352, Monet Jardin. (not likely). 
Garden 

It would appear, therefore, tha.t tbere are no compara.ble 
~ 

paintings on the: French list, nor.~ other list received by the 

~pt. ARH ! 



, September 29, 1949 

Mr. Gu;y de ~. Second Seer.tal")" ot the !.option ot Switzerland. 

Ardelia R~, Hall - ILL 
I 

In reply' to Jr¥ inquiry regerding the pnrche.se of a Jpoted 
, \ ' /l' 

paintiug in SW1 taerland in t.b.o SUIDJIer ot 1.Cl48 by' a Jiew York 

dealer from a 'seller who claimed'tbat the pa1~tlng had beeD 

I 

in the 
~J 
same fami17 for thirty years, Mr. de .Rbam said tbat 

I 

there II1gbt be: 'some rem~ UDder' establ1~hed swiss law. It 

would perhaps depend on the canton in which the transfer took 

place. b Ammoan Lept.1on in Ber_ would be able to obtain 

this iIi:rormation, for us when the full tacts are known.
' 

OEX: ILI:ARlJall:~s 

http:pnrche.se
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: 

(TRANSLATION) 

¥-3~ 12631 

P'renoh 
CM/SBZ 

No. 317 Ootober 5, 1949 

! 
The Embassy of France in the United .States presents 

its oo.m.Pli.m.entsito the Uep~rtment of State and has the 

honor to oall the Depart.m.ent' s attention to the follow

ing facts whlch;have been oommunioated to the French' 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs by Mrs. Fernand Halphen. 51 
I 

Rue Dumont d 'Uryille, ])aris 16': 

The party concerned has recently been informed by 

one of her friends residing in the United States that a 

painting by Claude Monet. entitled "Paniche 1874", appears 

under No. 48,41~ in the catalogue of the 011 paintIngs 
iat present on exhIbition at the Detroit Institute of Arts. 

Detroi~Michigan. 
I 

Aooordlug to that information. the work of art in 
.:1:,:;~':~' //,:1' . 

question, a photographic reproduction of which the~Depart-
, 

ment of State will find enclosed herewith, appears to 

belong to""Mrs. fIalphen's collection and to 'be ,!lone other 

than one of the: pictures of whloh that .F'rench .national 

was despoiled u~der the German occllpat,ion. 
, 

It should pe noted, however, that if one maJ..;;e~ ~ 

comparative examination of the typewritten and hand

written notes on the back of this photograph, whioh cor
, 

respond ri.'lspectively t~:, the information ill the possession 

of the Property: Offioe and to the details furnished 

direotly 

Department of State,
Wa.shington. D. CI., 
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directly to the interested part'y by the American Mueewfl, 

a very slightidifference of 1 or 2 centimeters appears 
I 

in the dimensions of the two canvases. , 

But this;ins.ignificant difference seeDlS to be easily 

explained if one recullsthat the ourrent and classic 
I 

praotioe among nL.unerous dealers in works of art, anxious 

to camouflage :their thefts committed during the oocupa

tionJconslat~d of ohanging the appea:rari~e:':of the stolen 
• ~ ~ - 1 

objeot, either by a decrease in it~:, dimensiona or by 

substitution df a new frame fop, the old one. 

Under the'se oonditIons, it appears that Mrs. Halphen 
I 

may have a bas'is for asking if the pioture on display at 

Detroit is'not the one for which she, as early as October 

29 J 1945, made, a declaration of theft before the appro

priate Frenoh ~uthoritie8. 

The Embes~y adds that aocording to the iriformation 

furnished the ~Unistry of Foreign Affairs, the pioture 

in, queBtion Ts supposed to have been sold in 1948 to 

the Detroit Museum by the "Fine ,Arts ,Assooiate's, 'f"l~7th 
. 1..,/<'. 

Street, New Yo~k:. 

The F~bas~y would appreciate it if the Department 

"'" of State wou~d;be good enough to causa an investigation 

to be made regarding the o;riginof the Monet now in 
, 

Detroit, with the help of the foregOing information and 

the att~ched copy of a statement relative to the date 

on whioh Mrs. Halphen aoquired the picture for whioh she 

is making a olaim. 
i 

.In case proof of ownership should be established 
! 

in :favor of Mrs. Halphen, the Embassy would ask the 

Am.erican author;i ties to restore this work of art to 
I 

the intarested ,party, who expects to oome to the 

United States on October 14 next. tO~Q4~
I'. -" "I 
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The Embassy of France avails itself of this occasion 

to renew to the Department of State the assurances of its 

very high oonsid~ratlon. 

1 enolosure 

\. 


! ' 



COP Y 

DURAN'DiRUEL &. CO. 
I 

Limited liability oompany, . 
oapital <1,:100,0'00 francs 

I 

\11 ~ . 
R.C,S8~ne No. 50,828 F'aris, August 23, 194.9 

37 Avenue de Friedland, Paris VIII 
I 

12 E~s.t-57t',h Stre8~;New York· 
I 

" .. ' 1 

Mr. Lu~cien Levy, 
. Hotel du Louvre, 


Place au Tlleatre J.;'tran9a.is, 

Paris [.


i 

~Ve the undersigned, declare that on Janu81'Y!' , , 

19, 19~8. we sold a painting.by Claude MONET,
! , 

"Penic~es 1874,'· Paris stock nwuber 12,68), 
I 

i 

Pho.to ~o. 10. 593, ~'5"jJ~. x 74. em. t to Mrs. 


I 


Fel'nan¥H1-lLl)HEN" residing at 51 Rue Dumont d'Urvi11e,
.! . 

I 


Paris (16). 
I 

http:painting.by
http:J.;'tran9a.is
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DEP.ARTllENTOF STATE 
D;I VI SI ON OF LANGUAGe SfRV Ices , 

(TRANSLAT ION) 

15264 
TC NO. T-J6 

l':rench 

STATEM~1T DF MR. WALDKMAR STRENGER 
, ~. 

January B, 1950 

In-s-ecordanee with. your i.nstructions, I am making 

the fo11ow1ng:stetement.: 

I lived· in Par:i.s .1n the years 1925-Z6and studied 
I 

at the Sorbonrie .My daughter' Gabrielle was born tilere 

;::-,nd my first wife died there. In the ye3rs thf:Jt followed , 
I 

I returned toiFrance on several occAsions and partlcular

11 to Paris; this was especially beceuse of my daughter, 

who was brought up .in Frence as a consequence of t.he express 

desire to claim French nation81ity, in aecord.ance wi th the 

Ie gal prOVisions, by trw time she completed her twenty-

first· year. 

In the year 1940 I returned for some days p'~6~)ari8 
, 

from. Brussels ~ where I waG then serving as ordnance 

officer,... with tbe HIgh Comm.and, in or-der to be of use to 

s ()!rit~ friend..s;' tills feet arld how I 'tiltS S e bIi" to be of use 

to my FI'r~'nch I?nd Belgian friends BppeEl.r :i.n a series of 
!, 

dc.!cuments attached a s an ill ustr8tion: photost!.:',ts of 
I 

letters from tlis s~>tel'n, till'. De Terwangne, and Mr 'n11ry, 
I 

from Mr. Lebon who 1s a notery, ana Ai6ssrs. Vandertitjeghen 

and 'Harland. Please note the letter from 1;;;1'. Stern of 

February 15. 1942: the·photostat of the envelope shows 

that it wes opened by the Germnn censor, which fact placed 

me in a mO.at difficult po[·:it:i.()n. I escaped jus~ in ttme 
, 

from Ii' trial pefore the Mllttary Court. However, thl s 

!tb56.4~8· 
did 

.\. . ... 
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did not prevent me from continuing to serve my French 


and Belgian friends, as the attached document shows. 


During my first visit to Paris in 1940, mentioned 


above, Gerard, an Brt dealer in Messine street, offered 

. 

me three pictl:lres. As I have already-stated, my daughter 

reoeived an eduoation directed toward the aoquisition of 

French nationality. I attached particular importance to 

arousing and encouraging as much 8 s possible her interest 

in Fren.ch-art 
I 
~For that reason I constantly employed 

F'rench instructresses, who lived for yeers in our home. 

For these same .reasons I acoepted Mr. Gerard's of fer to 

acquire thoa e: works of French art, my daughter's mother 

having left her a -considerable fortune, and I bough t the 
I 

three piotures offered, that is, two by Monet and one 


by Renolr. It 1s no longer posslblf_ to find. out exactly

I 

the~rice req~ested by GeI'ard and paid to 111m, the papers 


having been destroyed at the same time as my house and 


off ioe. . To the best of Illy iriemory , it was approxima tely 

..::: 

40,000 to 45,000 marks. Payment was m.ade in the regular 


manner by e bank transfer from funds' belonging t gv0l1lY

L

'! .: .
daughter. Beoause of tn.s dangers of ,air bombardment, the 


picturi:~ were kept partly in 8 bani';;: vault and ?srtly in 

\ 

bomb-proof plaoes. 


1n.y daugllter Gabrielle applied fbI' her Fran oh 

I 

De ti onal i ty a s soon as th is waspossl bl e after t.l1e war 


end before oompletion of her twenty-first year. On that 

i 

ocoasion she had as counsel [Ittorney Rabbinowitsch and 
I 

. ~ 

Mr. Haas. Tbe letter s.ssured her that within a very brief 


time Frenoh nationality would berecognlzed for .her, 


counting from~ the time of her birtll. For that reason he 


considers roy daughter end my daughter considers herself 


as French and~ therefore not subject t~ the procedure of 


restitution. 

The 
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The ne6
1
d arose, however, to layout quite a consider

able amount o·f money for that nationalization; the means 

available to my daughter after the ,ysr did not permit it, 

since her for;tune consisted of bllls which were in a 
I 

transfer depo,sit account and over which she had no power 

of disposal. , For that reason my daughter decided to 

sell a pietur:e. Since she r..as been living constant·ly in 

Switzerland since the spring of 1948, she entrusted me 
, 

with negotiatlngthe sale for ber. In an art store in 

j\';unich I met at that time a certain Wuster whom I knew 
I 

only a short time and with whom I had had no business 

relations •. Be; introduced to me t as his busiFless aSSOCiate, 

a certain Ger.son of New York,who has an art store. To 
" , 

I 

this latter person I sold a picture, t"Les P(miohes,fI by 

Monet, mentioned above, for the sum of 3,800 dollars, 

and I expressly stated that I was only the agent of the 

seller. In the year 1949, through bis partner Thalheimer, 

who was purchasing art objects in Europe, especialiy 

in Germany t Mr. Gerson informed me tb.st the Monet had 
1J.'f~j. 

been reclaimea from him as stolen property and th at he 

had to restor~ it to French· ownership. In view of the 

fact thatthe,pbture he.d been acquired in due form. from 

.8 well~known art dealer, we found out the name of the 
I 

claimant so that my daughter .could verif y Thalheimer t s 

Lnformation. Mrs. Fernand Balphen, 51·Rue Dumont d'Ourville, 

Paris (16), wks the name given to me •. In order to set 

myself clear regarding the restitution, I asked my legal
, , 

adviser to have an interview with Mr. Thal~leimer. 
, 

Mr. Thalhi:lime~ assured him the t .Mrs. Helphen herself llad 

come to New York to retiieve her Dict~e.,, 
i 

As I have also already stated, J;he other two 
. " 

i 

pictures are here in my residence wlththe ,rest of the 
. ',' , . ·1· 

I~ . '. \'. , . ': 

gaods.lO'5650' 
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goods left by ;my daughter. I am ready to send ,lOU these, 

pictures in compliance ..,.lith your wish; however, my daugJ?ter 

takes the lib~rty of calling your attentlon to the fact ;:,that 

she maintains her rights to t~ese pictures when her French 

nationality, dating from th.e time of her birth, bes been' 

'recognized, which recognition should take place this year. 
! 

In addition to the tr~ee aforementioned pictures, 


I also acquired form.y daughter in Paris in 19408 water


color by Dufy; from a private colle ctlon. I bought it from 

I ' 

a Greek to wh6m I l'Hiid e visit in order to transmit to 

him the greeting of acquaintances. His neme was something 

like Metzaraki; I do not, know its exact spelling; the 

address, as I! recell it, wes Boulevard Montparnasse. As 

for the price ~ I do not remember it. This picture likewise 

forms part of: the items left by my daughter~ It is at 

your disposal! under the same conditions as m.entioned above. 

Uuring the war, neither in France nor 'abroad did I 

acquire or transport to 'Germany Bny other picture or art 

object. 
1'#'

/l'
All the! pictures end art objects which I possess 


and which are, partly in my present dwelling and pa rtly 

i 

in ,my requisitioned dwelling at Ludwigwilhel.mstr. 17, left 

at the time of
! 

the requisition, were purcbased in a regular 

manner before the war, with the exception of a picture by 

Bassano which, I bought in 1948 in Munich from Mr. Neufang • 

.l!urther~ore, two of my pictures were bought in 1925 
I 

at the~.Magasl.p.s du Printemps, at the, time ,of my sojourn 

in Paris. 

My document s have been,~ estroye~d, but for ea,ch plctur~\ 
\ \ ~ 

I can furnish; testimony certifyIng that I h8ve ovmed them 


since before ~he war. In February 1939, for example, Mr. 


Germe in Bazlni• then and still dIrector of the Louvre 


,'105651 M.useum, 



:~ 

,'.~---:.~~~..--=-..:,_x_·.~..~:_ ___ .' 

.D~CLASSIFI,ED \ 

~~cr16~:~~4~~4~ 
l""'''~ , 

Museum, inspected all my pictures. LikewIse, I did not 

acquire any pioture frome Jew, in the time of the Nazis" 

but before any' 
i 

purchase, I sought int ormation o,n the 

subject and I ~efused to buy Jewish goods.
I 

To conclude, I take the' liberty of, stating that 

during the occupation in France, I was not engaged In 
, 

any employment'in Paris. I was with the High Command in 

Brussels, working on the tobacco question 'in Belgium. I 
••. - I 

worked with success, to the end of preventing, contrary to 

the .instructions of the Minister of Economy of the Reic,h,
I 

. i 
the shipping of tobacco or tobacco me cb ines to Germany. 

I 

During the time I was occupied in that post, not one 

k.ilogram. of tobacco or one tobacco illachinewent to G8rroony. 
~ , 

That attitude and my firm refusal to be a party to the' 
, 

efforts of the~ MinIstry of Economy of the Reich to take 
! 

tobacco out of' Belgium led to my dismissal without notice' 

from the Board: of Director.s ot' th.e Heemtsme and Neuer'burg 

Company on February 6, 1942. This very well emphasizes that 

I used my peacet,im(; relations with France and Belg1wn not 
I ~ 

only for the French eduost! on afmy daughter but also, 

during the war, f or personal intervsJ'i tions f or inhabitants 

of thN36 countiries, witho\lt regard for my perso~l 

cons,iderations:, and that, consequently I was faT;removed 
i 

from utilizing for persona:.l advantage the circuro.stiances 
i 

of wer at the expense of the occupied countries. 

/sign~d/ "N. STRENGER 

.,/stamp:~French Group~ of the 
\ 

Contr~lco~ncll 

Eduoation and [Cultural Affairs Division/ 

True ce:r:titled copy: 

!illegiblei signature/ 
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Please forward by! air mall oopy of consular invoice issued 
I 

for Clande Monet paint+~ entitleCl eitber ~ Seine §. AAniere or 
,~-';~\III' . M~. : 

Pepiabes .E 1& Seine ~hipped from Copenha.gen on Mal' 22, 1948, I 

I. 

via § Morp1B.ana1J. by J?D.. Stl-eep, art de~er, 133 W:eteringschan8, 
• • 1 

Amsterdam, Holland, to: Fine Arts Associates, New York. soonest. 
I ' 

Painting identified as iNazi loot. 
I 

I 

I. ' 
851.4031/1~ , I 

. Ol1lX:ILI:A"RHall:mms lU/2/4S GA. L/F 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEPTS inStruction No•. CS, October 21. ,~949, subjeCt ~;{onet. . 

-"'~""'~" .;',. , , " . 

pairiting PenicbSs 'sur! 'la Seine. . Routine verifiCation of .cl.ainl stl11 • · 
. ." • ____•__~;~;,-~.~. •• " "1,, 

desirable. '. French lmlbassY'requesting return painting on basis informa

·tion from French ]'Onoff. 


IlI:llI?Tnow informed by Otto M. Gerson, Fine Arts Associates, .art 

, ,'.. 

dealers, New York, Monet painting purcbB.sed.j'oi'ntly under. name,~, Seine . 
'. • " '. ......, ' J , .', • ' '. - .... - , " 

§:Asniere by Gerson aDd. Jon Streep, art dealer, l28lveteringsCbSnB. 
• , .,."., .' , 'A '., , 

, -. 

Amsterdam, through AdOlfWu.ester, dealer, lliiartiusstrasse 8, 'Munich,. 
. '. ' , .' ~ , .' . ", . < :',' 

· from Waldemar Strenget~' Hallptstr~se6, :8aden-Bad.en, French Zone~ 

former officiBJ. of ReemtsmaCigwettes, w1:iorepresen~e9,owner()f paint

ing presumed b~d.ealets to. be Mme. Reemtsma. 'WhileStre~ r~f?ted. 

'to name .owner, .be said paintillg'bad been ,in samefam1iy's1ncei900. 
, • r . 

. Four' tbousaml'UIlited ~:tatesdollarsincB.sh ~aid ~ 9~' 194a.·t~ . 

· StreIigeI- at Ba3ri~~ 'Hotel, Muriich. biind1vidual nOt named by.'·'. - , ;, 

Gerson•.Painting' not 'eJIPorted from Swltzerl~ as indicated No~ 29•. 
~ . . " .:", ", 

DEPT obtaining copy cOnsularinvo,~ce ,issued in Copenhagen' toStr~ep 
. , . . . .. . . . ...' 

• for shipment to Gerson via SS Mormaanail, . l\t~ 22, 1948. Gersqn bas 
,-: 

: .' .' , . 

I , . 

.'1·:' : 
',;. 

.UNCLASSIFIED i056'5~4' . 
, ;.,' 

http:tatesdollarsincB.sh
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campensated Detroit Institute and surrendered. painting to United 'States 
", 

", 
.~ .. 

GOVT. - , . ' .' , ", 

Requ.est full -investigation of transaetion'and ~xpartad.bn. ' "'.A1:q 

possibility of Gerson obtaining compensation" if not directly' involved? 

.' • <'. 
"'.' 

...... 

',,, I. 

'J~ , 

.,. '.", 

.~... '·,·:,;Jit: 
, .,..... 

8510 4031/10-549 

! 
om ILI:ARHall:JD!D.S L/B WE 11/3/49 

UNCLASSIFIED ' 
.:~. 

i0565;~ 

http:xpartad.bn
http:9::.:.1J


. September 28. 1949 
i 

I


/" .. 

Honet's Peniebes .!!!!. ~ Seine 


:Ifd.gar P. R1~son. Director. Detroit Museum .of fine Al"ts 


Ardelia.R., nail - ILl 


Mr. ll.lcba!"dsoll. Called. from Detr01 t to say that Charles 
. I 

I 

SaWyer (Yale Un1~ersity). fanner officer in the .Art I.ootltig 

lnvestie!latlug Un1 t. rus, and Assistant Secretory of the 

liobertsCommisslon. bad told him that there was information ,f. 

i/!;" 

available in tbe Department of State on looted works of art. 
. ., 

The Detroit :Institute bad purcba.sed fr'0JIl a reputable 
, . ." 

Nev York iealer apainting b,y Monat with tbe title Perdches 

.!!£ La Seine \lIh1~ ),11'. Sawyer thought bad been stolen du.ring 

the war.. Iftaa ·deallsr had purehased the pa.inting in SWitzerland 

in the sllIDIller of 1948 and brul informed the Inst.i tllte that be 

.bad been told tba~ .tho painting had been in tbe same family· 
I . . 

I 


for thirty rears. I 1':he Institute bad. h.owver, determined 

that 



,~

ReS _51 
Entry bt 62 D-Lf_ 
FHe Arde1,'Ii ~ c.tl 
Box ._ .£:.:J.~'-.-------' 

...:. 

that the paint1D& bad been owned by Madame 'enwnd Halphen 

and emibited ~. her in 1936. He wondered wbathurthere 
I 

was fJZlY' ov1denee ao to ",hether it a looted work of art or 
. I ' . 

! 
I 

wbether it ~inot ~;ve been. sold by Madame HN.phon previollS 
I 

to the war•. 
.," ~ -

, . '. 

I was able to inform hiJIi that apaintin& of ~he ~e 

subject by Monet was listed by the »reneh Government' in all.:t/lJ'..-Yl.eJ.1 , 

lists of ·aisaing objects of .art which the Department. bll.o 

received. and. also that according to a. hench (",avernment 
I 

I 


report in the files of the Art Looting Investigati~ Unit 

the collection :of 14adam Halphen including this Monet bad b.oon 

confiscated by' the Nazis on July 10. 1940. 

Mr. Hicbar.dGon said that the Institut~ was ~ous to 

keep tbe painting and. if possible. to hayS the ,dealer arrange 

for its purchase from Mad,am'Halphen. He also said thn,t the 
. 

Institute bas taken the painting off exhibition 
, 

and i3 wi~~7 
I !~ 

ing to keep 1 t iin CWlt,<Xi1' until the CjlB6 could be settled 

one \flat or another. I told him that the ~rtment \11111 be 
, 

willing 'to assist in obtaining ~ in.formation necessary for 
I 

a' satisfactory ~olution. I asked him to' fOl'\1lard Ft photograph 

ox t.hepainting to the Department which might be trMsmitted 

to the Monument.s. Fine Arts and Archives Office in Munich for, ' 

their records afid that it might be desirod to .inform the 

FrenC"..h 

, 'f " 
li· i:,

105657 


http:all.:t/lJ'..-Yl.eJ


RCS --=54=-1J..----
\ Entry bt 62 D- Lf._ 

. ';" .. ]"'--'''-
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIO~:"'L'A~,C~IIVE; 

J: .. ' DECLASSIFIED 

!-.lrthcn!l ~"'~~~b1 File Ardel,a t1JJ ~ .t 

Bv l~oq't
• • ~'{ ill ' BoX' :2 

. ' 

i 

S~f1tes 'and tbati sat.lsfactory arrangements were being attempted 
, . ,1 . 

! 

privately. 
I 

I 
r 

Comment:. 'It may be very'difficult for the United States 
I 

I 

Government to take any offigial action iu the reeo'Ve17 of, 

this painting and for that reason it seems emminontly desirable 

for t.he lust!tute, . the dealer and too or.iginal owner to Vlork 

out their own solution. 

on: ILl: AHHall:mma 

"; . 



R(5 --=54::..1.1.---
Entry bt 67. D- LL 
File ArieA1tL rkt/ CJl, 
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~:. 

IfIIII'-ILIIMII.RIll 
FINE ARTS ASSOCIATES FEB -11950 
5', 	EAST 07:':' STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y

I . 
I ELDORADO 5-3715 

I 
CABLE ADDRESS: "GERSOTTO. NEW YORK" 

OTTO M. GERSON 

, 	 January 30;1950. 
: 

Mr • Lawrence a.Morris, 

Division of Libraries and Institutes, 

Department of' State, 

Washington 2~, D.C. 


Re: ILl 851.4031/11.,..1249. 

My dear Mr.M6rris: 
I 

In reply to your letter of January 24,1950 we take plea
sure in sending you enclosed herewith photographs of the 
three other paintings which were shipped on the ss.Mormacmail 
from Copenhagen on May22,1948. 

We did not ,obtain these paintings from ¥.I!'. l.Jaldemar Stren
ger. 

These thr~e paintings were not purchased by us,but were con
signed to usiby their owners for sale,and had been in their 
possession by i~~eritance or purchase for many years prior to 
the war. ' 

1J'e give y6u the history of each painting as known to us,as 
follows: i . 

1) rrBelievue Garden" by Edouard 14anet, 
own~ Arnold Kunheim,no'W residing in Buenos Aires, 
Argentine. This painting was inherited by Nr.Kunheim 
from his grandtather,the banker Arnhold in Berlin 
whoi was known to have ow~ed J;~is pq.int1ng. Upon J.n

, structions t,rom Mr.Kunheim,we delivered this paint-· 
ingito his representative,Mr.Paul Carino,c/o. Crespi. 
& C9.,,60 Beaver street,New York,N.Y."on,/oTuly 20,1948. 

j 	 [. "

I 	 ' 
"Figures in Landscape" by Renoir, 

"Fl.?wers" by Pissarro, 

thes:e two paintings were taken on consigrunent for 


~,: 	 sal~ .. from Mr .Hermann Buenemann, Klementinens tr .12, 
M'ul1+ch. Both paintings have been reproduced in Art 
books as Mr •Buene:ma.nn, s property and have been in 
his! possession for many years. Both paintings ar_e, 
in bur gallery in New York at present. ,"' 

I 

Trusting I that the above information will serve your pur
. pose ,we are i 

-

pincerely yours, 

FINE ARTS ASSOCIATES 
D(L.o l/Vt\!~ 

OMG:ig,. otto M.Gerson. [- ~.S . 

I . 

I 

http:Buene:ma.nn
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J L I 
IIIUNCLASS IFIED' . s 

, 

FOREIGN SERVICE OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM 
I 
I 

,, 
TO: THE ·D£PARTMENT OF STATE November 21, 1949 

I 

FROM: AmEmbas~y, Copenhagen 
t ~ 

SUBJECT: ~ - ~ransmitting copy of Consular Invoice • 
. , 

REFERENCE: Dept's. telegr~ # 56Z d;....~d November 18, 1949 
, . /?7$ I~ 

Pursuant to request made in Department's telegram
above-mentioned, there is transmitted herewith copy 
of Consular ~nvoice #851 of May 18, 1948 covering oil 
painting,which it is believed is .the one referred to 
in the Department's message. 

DIVISION OF LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTeS 

NOV 28 1949Enclosure: (\ 

Copy of 
V 

Consular Invoice IINIn'tar I1f ITAr;#" 
# 851 dated May 18, 1948. 

, I UNCLASS IFIED 

'*
, 

u, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 1949.821750 



------------------

----------------- ------------------ ------------------ ---------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------

R(S --=S<:::.-1J...--_
Entry bt 62 D- 't 

Fite Ard0l.ti TktI cJl., , 
Box .:::.t2::.,.'~_----' 

,.,. > 

.'l,.O;m138"" '(,~ ", Form Approved.
iJKlN S:!llRVICE -Attach Additional'Sheets Here- Budget Bureau No. 47-ROOa.l.

,vised 'August 1941) No expiration date. 

INVOI(,JE OF, MERCHANDISE 
(Before preparing this invoice, read instructions carefully) 

, , !(9 PURCHASIjlD QI ."(1) NOT PURCHASED ,III 
(Do not llIdlide PURCH~ED and NOT P~CHMlED metdlandlse In ONE Invoice; nse SEPARATE invOice ror each) 

, Oepe-nhttge-nT~l.a..""~r&;-\~"'-rg- 1948 , -~~ ~J J ' 

. ' ""'i"'IC "I .i~,t.4'."r. ' ,j, ~mm~~~OCiPibx~ ,, InVOice of ___________ D..!!-I.& ...."......I---P.fJ..u,L: ~S------------.---- (Z) hi db' .' 
v (Merchandise)' ~, s ppe, y , , .', C,)

(3) n--__________.J.Qhn__Niohol.as__.Rtr.e.ap..__n _______~______ of -------Ho-tel.----1:I.c.il.,.aon.enhs,gen..,-D.e.nma.r.k---
(8elleror consignor), ' ' (AditkeSs)'U { _____________Ei.c..e.--Ar.t.s--Ass-o,Cia.t.e.s----------__--_----- of _______2~___~~_~]___ 21.~~___§_'ti_r~_?.J:!~-__N.'?_YL_I91:K_____~" 

(Pur<ibl\$\lr or consignee) , '" , , (Address) , 

(4) { as per order accepte; :---~--:~!'!:.-~~A~~~~---,~~~-~:~------,------~-------(D;.ter-..:----~~-----~---------------~-~-----------------------------
fOf the account of ___UM----~----t----------------j,----------------------___ of ________..5~______et__.l1-th.--S-t.r-e.e.t-J.N.e.YLyork

(Name) ~ (Address) , 

to be shipped per _______S_...S_.M.OHMA.Qli!AIL'_•.:f:r..om.Jlo.p.anhaP-B.c.....--------------------___________________________________________________ 
, (tfarrler) 

_Ad~e~s _______=_________________~____+-- _1__.,p§..i!lt..1ng__!!.F~QlY_Q_r.s_~!_______________ ~Z_iLO_QQ_~_~ __$.2...0D.Q.... !'!______________.. 

_______________________________.J____~_______'!_______~.Eigu.r-e.s---in.~-L.an.d::~..-- ____________________________________________________ 
" 'scape" ~2.000 .•  $2.000 0 

--~-------------- --------------_. 
-~.'----------------- ----------------- ----------~---;--- -i-------:----~l~!!:=-i:-~-:~~enn.---- :;;-=-::i-i;:-g:-; :--------------~ 

------------------ ------------------'---------..·---+;·..-'-I+:--orTglnaT--pariitTiig-s---------~----rr1o-te:l---~--- -t9---6(i(f~ :---------------
.---------------- ---_______________ )_______.._..____ ~-"-J- ----___________________________________________________________ _ ..... _L'-- ' ---------_---
---------------_________________________________________________ .:t.~._Q.A..b... __ li.e}LYor.k______________~;------_.._________.+_..._______..________________________ 

. freight unknown. 
-}' .------------------)------_.._...__.._---) '~~--- ----------------------------------------------------------------)----------...------)--------...--------)-----..-----','(-f-l--iI'( 

'-c-----------: 
(Read carefully instructions 1 and 9 before answering the first three following questions.) 


Is this merchandise shipped in pursuan~e of a purchase or an agreement to purchase? ----no--------
, (Yes or No) , 

If answer to preceding question is "Yes," have you entered as item 9 the purchase price of each item in the currency of purcb.asEi? 
n' ' ~-------_Q_------ , /' . 
~.~ " ' , ~ 00

Is this merchandise shipped otherwisEl than in pursuance of a purchase or an agreement to purchase? __________________ If answer is 
(Yes or No) 

"Yes," indicate below whether you have entered as item 9 the present value for each item in the currency in which the transactions 
are usually rrui.de: (a) the value for home consumption including all applicable taxes in the country of exportationj or (b) the 
export value to the United Btates:ifhil;\'herj or (0) in the absence of the foreign value and the export value, the price in such cur· 
rency that the manufact1W3r,seller, shipper, or owner would have received, or was willing to receive for such merchandise if sold 
in the ordinary wholesale quantities in the country of exportation,.or (d) in the absence of all of the foregoing, the cost of pro
duction. ____.______: _______~~--------~-----~-------------------___________________~___________________________________________________________________________ 

, ,', , (State wbether (a), (b), (c), or (d) Is appllcable) 
Is the currency, entered as item 9, gold, sUver, or paper? -------I.l§.,P-~.r..--------~---------------------------------_____________________________-'. 

..: '(Stetewhiob) , 
Have you enumerated !'ill cha~~es and!stated whether each amount has been included in or excluded from the above inv:oice amounts? 

___c_yp...5l.__ ~;-- If the inland freight is included in the invoice price or value, is the price or value of the merchandise the $am~ 
~~~, " . 

at the factory as at the point of delivery? _..!!'!_'!:'_!'!-=_______ ' 
, , : ' (Yes or No) 

Hayeyou separately iterillzed all rebates, drawbacks, bounties. or otl:).ei:' grants allowed upon the exportation of the merchandise? 
----~yas.-_____ '~ , ' • 

(Yes or No) , " ' v ' • 

Is such or similar merqhandise offereq or sold in the home market for home consumption? _____no________ If' so, what ta:s:es' are 
, ,! • (Yes or No) 

applicable? ___~_____~::_~;.--------';.--------------------------------________c _____________________________________ ~ 

! (Rl\te and kind) 

(When invoice is signed by an 
authorized agent the name of 
his principal must be shown.) ;: .

By •___________________________ _______________~___________~ 

16-22'121-e , (Authorized agent) 

Jilt 

,·---.-------. -·----1-o566,i"',~ 

http:otl:).ei
http:c_yp...5l
http:exportation,.or
http:Rtr.e.ap
http:Niohol.as
http:I---P.fJ
http:Ard0l.ti


----------------------------------------

.lSULAR INVOICE OF MERCHANDISE 

,llvoice No. ____ 851 .Issued in {~~X
.' Qwi.druplica.te 

U;rti1ied _______~tc::l._l~~_948 .'
(Date)-------------------- 

:FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STAT.ES 
OF AMERICA.AT 

C enha· e • .... D a k' 
---------QQ------:B-J)---.-~l!!P--.r..---t-----

Ma"T 18 1048 '. .
Date _~___________:J________...__.z______c_______,_'--- 

----- ....:.-- ------------- ----.-.--.:.----- -.-;----- - -___ 
~ } John Nichelas Stree 

--------------------------------------~Consignor '. 

__________________~_____QQ.P_~ll1;1~g~Jl~Q!?-.QIll~-rk_ 

~=l---F.i-~~L-~r-1t.§---~~-~-Q-9j..~1t.§1L.. 

_, 51 East 57th Str.New York-- }-......------------ -----------;----------

Carrier _____~_!_~_!J!IORMA.C1'U1.IL . . ---iV';;sseior-;;U;oad)---------'----

-----------------_.._----_... _--_......_---_.._----;--"';::-----------

Port of shipment -------c_Cnpe..rlhagen________• _ 

Destination of goods ---------New..-¥ork--.:.------.
..J

I . t- . -'''.1I.T v~ .1,;, ,rt 0 •.amv... -----------------~ew_c~~;1!0_--------
v 

'l.vNewYork'I Port of entry -------------:.-------------.:.0",<--
Amount of invoice ____..!9..o~Q.Q.O"~ . .______:_____ 

Kind of goods ______Qriginu__ Ji~1nt.iJ:lJi..__ 
~ . _. 

~f:;.>t:·· 
C':r 
(Jt:-·. " t:J'J' 

CD""'-'
1\):','" 

,...--------------~------------~---.-

u. S. GOVERNMENT (Ri)T1HG OfFICE 16-22121-1 

... ~ _! .. _"''' "",,-1' •• 

DECLARATIOi-.. OF SELLER OR SHIPPER, OR DECLARIt.~mNOF SIDPPER OR ms AGENT 

THE AGENT OF EITHER, WHEN MERCHAN. WHEN THE MERCHANDISE IS SIDPPED 

DISE IS SHIPPED IN PURSUANCE OF A PUR. OTHERWISE THAN IN PURSUANCE OF A 

CHASE OR AN AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE . PURCHASE OR AN AGREEMENT TOPlJR. 


., 
~~e }-----.-----------------c---- ~HASE . . 

~. 

aetin~ in the capacity described below, truly declare ~}_______!r..Q_h.tLN1..Q.9_1§._~L.s.t.r_fJst,lL.,. 

that_+_________',______________________ acting in the capa.city described below, truly declare" 

of _______________________________________________ that _____:d..Ou_..N.icho.laS__.B..t.l:6_ap-_____c______ 


is !the{Seller }or{s~pper }of the merchandise de- of _____~_Gap-enhag.e.n'!".D.enme.r..k._________________ 

are sellers shippers ~.~S I .. •. 

scri eg. in. the within or attached invoice; that the .mer-- of the merchandiseldescrlbed In the 
chan~ IS. sold .or ~greed to be solqi tp.a.t'there is no wit' or attac d invoice; that the merchandise is 
othe~ lillvolce diffenng from the Within or a.ttached shipped otherwise than in pursuance of a purchase, or I J,e... rr\~it.;I 

invo~ce, and.tha~ all the statements contamed herein f),n agreement to. purchase; that there IS no other , Ii c.9 ;:.~ • . \,i,'lJ
and m such illvOlce are true and correct. fnvoice differing from the within or attached invoice, "1'< Ci , '.',' _____.J _.} f rthe d ,--- tha . and that all statements contained herein and in such

We . u . - r ,ec~: t===_________________________________ -invoice-are:t!Ue:an9.COITe.<:t.------::- ---.- ----- _I~..~---CJI·J.'..'-·
. - - • 1

---------------------------"'--"---------------------------------------- IWe } furt"h.er declare that -----__________________ --:-; ·.8 'I.: 
'-.... r- (.'<

§; t;; !i~~~~~=~=~:~~=:~~~~~~~~~=~~~:=~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~~~:~~=~=~~:~=~~ ----... 
.::J..> ~and th.ti.t it is intended to make entry of said merchan· ...,-..--..---.... ...-------------...--...---------...------..-------------------..---~ _______________________________L___________________"-___ __ ~___________dise at;the port of ___________________: ______________________-'-__ 


and that it is intended to make entry of said merchan l~'~~----_... _------------------...-.._----------_... _-_ ..._----_...-..-----_.._-------
dise at the port of ___..N~J!__XQ;rlL____________"--------in the UNlTED-STATES_Oll' AMERIC~. 


Dated at. ________________________________~_______________ this 


in the UNITED STATES Oll' AMERIOA. 
__~___ day of --~----------~-----------c---c-------------_:'...;--

Date.d at _.,...GQ,p,eJJ.lla&.eu,..D-e.1lmar..k.---- this 
. _.l.8.t1uay of _____May-f--1..94_a..__~___~_______________

---------------------Ts;ne~)----------------------

--------------------(Bhip~f----------------------- OJ'" m ;0.---------------------(ShlP-parf---------------------- o::':::SG)--------------------(Ai;;;;..t-oi;;n~rr-------------------- >< (1) ~ 
-------------------(~-;;:i;:,Tsh1pp;;r)---------------------

--~j---------------(Ai;,;t-;i8hlpper,---------------------

CONSULAR CERTIFICATE'
CONSULAR CERTIFICATE ~It: 

t~, 
Form 140

-Form 140 _______.Ma:¥__.l.8..,.l.9.4.g...__::....~ 

----------------fi:i;;;)-- (Date) 
.I do hereby certify that this invoice was this day

I do 'hereby· certifY' that this invoiea was this day produced to me by the signer of the above dec1aration;
produced to me by! th~ signer ff the above declaration. 

. I do further certify that I am satisfied that the person'
I do further eartify :that I am satisfied that the making the declaration above is the person· he rep

person making' the' declaration above is the person he resents himself to be, and that a fee of $2.50 United 
represents hin:Jgelf to be, and that a fee of $2.50 United 
States currency equal tb ____~___~_________~____, has been States currency equal to --g-!..:!-c?-!.!>'Cks. been paid 

(lAcal CIllTeIlCY) 
. . q.ooaI CIIlTency) . by affixing stamps to the original copy of this docu,;,

paid by a.fIiXiDg. stamps to. t,Ile original copy of this manto ....:
document. . I I I' I 1 

Witness my hand and seal of offiee the day and yearW:~tnesa my hand anJ seal df office the day and year moreaaid. 
mo~d. . 

__________________YL1.11.1~__A_tj[!J_f}_t.______________ "j 

--.------..-".::"c-·.------ of the UNITED STATES 01' AMERIOA. _Jl.i.c.fL..GDJlSJ.l>l the UNITED STATES OF A:MERIOA., 

http:J!IORMA.C1'U1.IL
http:AMERICA.AT
http:Qwi.druplica.te


RCS _~=-1.1.-'_
Entry &t 62 D - '-f 
File ,4rdeJ,tl. f;/,dJ CJJ. , 
Box ;Z...;;;...;....._-----.-1 

DECLARATION'IN CONNECTION WITRfAINTINGS, ETC., AND SCULPTURES 
. - ~ '?" ~ . j. v .. ,.' .'~.: ,:: '. '. ' , . 

·c I .', ,-; { .. :,.~. .. . 
To be e~flered under Paragraph 1807 of the Tariff Act of 1930 

.' , : -".-=- \. 

! ' 
I,oil' ______;rQJIJ:LN~QHQ.lJ1iLS..TB.E.EE___c______c~___________________: ___________________________ , do hereby declare that I 

. . I 	 , 

am th~_ll1le~bof cerfain works of art, viz: 
>.' . ; 	 , 

-------------------------------"---c-c----S-e;9----:Pe.v-er-s-e--si-de-----------~"------:------c---------------~-;...-----"--------------------7 

covered by consular invoice No.I_~, certified by the American Consul at ____QQ..P_e..n.lll1.~e.n...P.-e.!llll.a.r.k. 
J ' 	 ' ' 

on the 18~_ day of : :May , 19M_; that the said painting§. pastels, drawings, and 
. 	 .. . 

sketches are originals; that the Said sculptures or statuary are originals or the first or second replicas; and , " ~ 

,rr-t.hat the said etchings, engravi~s. or woodcuts were printed by hand from hand~etched or hand-engraved 
) " 
" ~...)iates or blocks and are artists' ",...,.,.nt'" ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___ " ____J:.allrL.Ni.c.holas._"stxaep-4ign.....).__c___ 
, (Signature of artist or ?er) 	 , 

,! ]' , 	 t, 
______	.KJ.NQR_Q~L.9JL!?~_NMf!.IUL_.__.______________~__________ 

CrTY OF 00lJ:ENl:IA.(1}EN 88:
·----------EMBAlf§Y--o]f--THFrTjNYTED-----------------------, 
------------5'fkTES---eF--~ffiRieis:-o----------------------------

J 	 " 
• 	 ,t . 

i 
: 

I 


I, ___________________.....:W.1.111.§.tILA._J.:'_us.t______________________________.:'lic:e;Consul of the United States of America ' 
;0" 	 : 

___.c_o_p-e.nha..ge..n.,.J.l~ar.k.---_------..--..--------------, do hereby certify that the above declaration was 
!, 	 . 

subscribed and sworn to (~ before me by __thB._J3,hip.pex________________ on this -----18th~-- day 

of ________..May______~___~_I·_, 19_.4a, and that the statements therein contained are true tb the best of . 
J 	 ' .,." ".,.: 

my knowledge and belief. i 

i 
No fee when issued with a consular invoice. 

I ..' . 	 . ' ," .,' ,'>
*If declared to by the foreign shipper the form should be Changed to confonn thereto, and a statement embodied therein 

showing why it is impracticable:to obtain the declaration of the artist. . .. 
J U. 8. GOVERfoIMENT PRiH'TUfG Ol',IC£ 



~ 

., .. 

.~~- !£, 

,;~~ 

\···r·> 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum 01 Conversation 

DATE: November 16. 194£ 

SUBJECT: Monet t S Pen~ .!B!:. La Seine. 

PARTICIPANTS: 	 Alec Kieffer -

Ardelia R. Hall - ILl 

COPIES TO: 

:~Ir. Kieffer called. Gerson paid the money in cash - $4,000.. 00 
, 	 . 

in United States dollars directly to Mr. Stre~r in Hotel 

Bayrischer'. Munich, May 9. No export permit? Transp.ction 

illegal. 

;Did Gerson viola.te German. exchange requirements? 

1 

OTIOC:ILI:ARHall:mms 
I 

,. 

i0566~ 


http:viola.te


ReS .....:~=-1J.,...·-
Entry /:gt 62 D- 't 

File Ardei'ti, #di cJJ.. 

Box .--f::.;Z~.......,.._-'---' 

/ 

I 

THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS 
I 
I 

II Detroit 2, Michigan 
I 

i 
ARTS COMMISSIONERS: EDGAI} ,B. WHITCOMB, President - MRS. EDSEL B. FORD - K. T. KELLER - ROBERT H. TANNAHILL 

! 

EDGAR P. RICHARDSON, Direttor November 4. 1949 
I 

i 

i 


. -lfr.1 
I 

Lawrenoe S. Morris 
Chi~f. Div. of Libraries and Institutes 

I' ' . Dep~rtment of State . 

W'asAington, D. C. 


i 
Deair }.(r. Morris: 

I 
I 

I This 1s j~st to infor.m you of the final deoision 
by Mrs. Halphen on her painting by Monet. She has 
decided that she wishes it returned to her possession.

I . .I nave therefore written to her that we will do so as 
soon as we reoeive the proper forms from the Frenoh 
C~ission de Reouperation Artistique and the,Frenoh 
~assy in Washington. In the meantime we shall hold 
the picture here. .I . 

i The dealer trom whom we aoquired the painting. Mr. 
Otto Gerson, has already written to you the details of 
hi~purohase ot the painting. He will make good our 
loss to us and will, I assume. prooeed against the 
pe9ple from whom he aoquired the painting in Germany. 

Sincerely yours. 

?V7.~~ 

E. P. Riohardson, 
Direotor 
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THE I?ETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS 

DetToit 2 • 1Jficltigan 

ARTS COJILMISSIOXERS: EDGAR B. WHITCOMB, President. MRS. EDSEL B. FORD. K. T. KELLER· ROBERT H. TANNAHILL 

EDGAR. P. RICHARDSON, nirector October 18, 1949 

MJ. Lawrence S. Morris 
Chief,· Div. of Libraries and Institutes 
Departmen t of State 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Morris: 
D);PARTMENI Of STATE ......--~-.--~+-~ -- "-,,..-~ .. 

Thank you for your letter of October 12th 
regarding the painting by Monet of P6niches sur 
La Se±ne. I appreciate ve~ much the helpful 
attitude of your department in this matter. 
Madame Halphen will be in this country the 
latte~ part of this week and I shall meet her 
in New York to discuss this matter. I shall 
keep you informed. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. p. Richardson, 
Director 
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