Aunich

Aystrian ‘

Repository -

Clasaifi--
cation V

SR

Author / Subject'/-size

4.

- 75.

76,

7.

8.

79

80.

8l.
82.
83.
ot

85.

86.

.87,

13328

13359

13360

13361

13366 -

13358
13371
13372
13383

13387

gi5394

13396

13426

13427

13432

Aussee 8148

Aussee

Aussee

Aussee

Aussee

Aussee

Aussee-

o .

Aussee 8
Aussee 8¢
Aussee

‘Ayssee

La o
€T =L

Aussee

Augsee

'RG ;ﬁéai,_;_

8179 .
8180
8181

8186

8188

8207

8314
8216 -
8246
: A@séee'8§}7 1

| Aussee 8252

. Pginting

no

| Entry _/
1Box

/0

T

Philipp Roeth, 1898
"Landscape with lake®™,
56 x35

‘Alfred Priedlinder

'Plunderera at a-

".village' ‘89 x 55

Alfred Friedlander
wSudden’ attack of a
vlllage', 90 x 55

S. Jakobeen T
"Village-landscape at
moonlight", 110,5 x 85

Julius Zielke ,
‘v"View of Rome®, 75 x 135

Theobald Michau

 ®Scenery with lake and

flgurea‘, 44,5 x 36

Adolf Lier

-corn'

"Landscape with ripe
443 39,5

Jan Mancadam
"Landscape with a manV,
37 X 49

Bernhard Buttersack
*Village—landscape‘

92 x 10745

Hans Makart.

‘"pglace-interior with

dead lady' 117 x 8T

'School of 01aude Lorrain

*Landscape near a town,
2 'men. fetching water‘

.85 x 85

3 Alber*

ﬁZimmermann
*ginterlandscape in the
forest. at sunset",

97 x 79;5

w Schirmer
"Castle 8t. Roche‘
15.x. 19

W. Schirmer
"Medieval English castle .

(Godwil-Castle)", 15 x 19

J. Schindler
“Scenery', 23 x 29,5

- —.—-—.‘m_..,..;

ar
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‘J9.

- 91.

92.

93.

95.
96.
970
- 98.
99,
100.
101.

102.

103,

L e 1

o o
.anich Austrian
’Repository

Nr..

Ty

Classifi-
' cationv’

'Author / Subgact / Slze

13438

13441
13442

13445

13447

13466

13471

13495

R

13496

13498
13499

13501

13504

Ausaee 8258{

kﬁ:a;eﬁeééo

Aussee 8261
Aussee 8262 o

‘Aussee 8265

Lot e

| Auseee-8866
' Auéspe §26j

Aussee 8286
Aussee %%éiw

Aussee 8315

T

Aussee 8316

AusseeAéﬁla

Augsee 8319

Augsee 8321

Aussee 8324

" Painting.

Drawing

31,5 x 21

'Casp. J N Scheuren
' 'Farm—house', 30 x 22 5

~ Painting

O N. Baur, 1810
‘ front of town®, 76 x 60

,Fiéderic I.", 14 x 34,5

'“Landscape with ahepherdese
~and. sheep“ 57 x 19

‘Josef Rebell
‘wIgalian 1deal scenery'

Josef‘Rebell A '
. wItalian landscape with
;figures‘, 99 x 68

0. Wlslnger-Florlan
"Flowers with butterfly‘

Faxr—Eniswer

‘Street e llttle 4KHH%
—women?,

2655-x-30;5

Andreas .Achenbach, 1831 :
‘Sailing boats®, 18 5 x 11

Nom 2
“Flshermen 1n a boat“
32 x 23,5

Hewwann-Kay
1Giply--offoring -flowerst,
. ‘ ,

August Holmberg
"Picture design: the heale
of. the tobacco-College of

Frledrlch Voltz

"Skatlng on a river, . in

German«Roman, middle 19 Ce
"JTtalian garden-scenery
with village maids at a
fountain®, 95 x T1

W. Leistikow, 1905
"Rain in Griinheide",
93,5 x 73,5

99 x 68

Alexander von Cronheln
"Mountain-landscape with
wanderer at a brook®,

14 x 107

G. Garella, 1836
wSeashore with figures",

58 x 36 K

, b Gamms 108082 ,
- Aﬁwm; -
; - . B‘ "'&0\)’\ Lc # REPRODUCED AT THE NATEONAL ARCHIVE



mailto:JlG.i:f:'*r-*f�&�i-D@,-tJ..oweOP.aq

Run. thich:klﬁsffiankéj - sciésaifi;~'°
Br.  Nr. - Ropository :  ecation luthor / Subjeot / Sise3

“. 104. 45187 Aussee 9097 "ipainting  J. Wemglein -
L S coo T L “Landscape with 1ake 1n,"

lU{per Bgvaria¥,
2214 5 x 150.

SUPPLEMENT
105. 12911 Aussee 7751 . Painting P, Zucarelli

T "View of a- North—Italian-
“ﬁﬁfﬁj"J'fj”_f T ' town‘ 126 x 91 5 :

" Corrected total = 100 items .

315; :
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. OBERSALZBERG
s (Depot Aussee)

2999 Tp. 5 ”F1ﬁmiach, 17.7n., 210 x 342

4722/1. Text. - Franzosisch, 18.Jh., 150 x 300

4722/2 Text. - Frangdsisch, um 1700, 135 x 115

4722/3 Text. - Pranzosisch, um 1700, 190 x 280
| 4722/4  Text. - Franzdeisch, 18.Jh., 190.x 225

4722/5 Text. — Orient (Turkei?), 18.Jh., 135 x 125

4722/6 Text. - Pranzosisch, 18.Jh., 127 x 265

4776/5 - '8ilb. - Schale, 17. Jh., 22 x 10, Hshe 6,5

4780 Tp. - ‘Brilssel, um.1600, 512 x'335

4788 Text. - Aubusson, 18.Jh., 280 x 260

4789 Text. - Briissel; 16.Jhi, 220 x 310 |

13601/1 Silb. - Schale, deutsch, 17/18 Jh.,?, § 16 om, H. 5 slh
13602/2 ~ Silb. - Kdstohen, englisch, 19.Zh., 18,2 x 10,2 x 9,5 -
13602/4  Silb. - Kerzenleuchter, holland. 19.Jh., Hshe 18 cm
(2 1tems) - .o 0 o

Gorrggcted Total- 15 items -

Abkilirzungeny - Text. = Textilien

' - . Tpe. = Teppiche. .
. S84ilb. = Silber
{
CRG &so L DtCLA‘SS!HCO - 108584
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DEPOT KOGL

Mﬁﬁchner Kr. o

21007/7  Glas - Spiegel

21007/10 Glas - .Fenster (modern),. rund
21007/11 Glas - -‘Fenster (modern)

21036/3 . Gem. - unbekannt, 19.Jh., 42,2 x 37,6

© 21036/8  Gem. - A. Priva, 33 x 41

 21440/5 St. - 12 Holzschnitte nach Victor Hugo, ca.67 x 52

21525 Gem. - 'Venetianisch, 17.Jh., 82 x 96

21527  Gem. - Hondekoeter, 171 x 133

.21832/11 Sk. - 15/16. Jh.,; Hohe 31 em-

21837/19 - St. - Demarteau I'aine (Kupferstich), 35 X 46

21837/20  St. - 17.Jh., (Kupferstich), 46 x. 35
21839/7 . .Gem. - Deutsch, 18.Jh., 59 x 7 )
21851/5 """ Gem. ?waollandisch, 17.dhe, 62, 5 x 65,5
21856/16  zohd. - 18’ Jn:, 28 x 22 -
21905/1 Glas ;';cnina (Vgse), mittlere GroBe
21909/12 Gem. . = %0.K.", 1829, 37 x 47

21934/75 Min. - Darter, 1922, oval 6 x 8
21934/193 Min. - Deutsch, 19.Jh., 4 x 5

21947/1 - Gem. < Gnbekannt, 19.Jh., 35,5 x 47
21947/18 Gem. - Alexander Archipenko, 28 5 x 40
2208L/1. .. Gem.;_;'»neutsch, 17.Jh,, 115 % 95

© 23285/1  Zéhn. - Wilhelm Kobell, 28,5% 37
23285/2 Zchn. - Wllhelm Kobell, 28, 5 X 37

Corrected Total - 22 items

H

-~ Glaswaren
. Gem’al;l,d,e~' ‘
_Skulpturen
“Miniaturen
- Zeichnungen
Kupferetiche, Lithographien usw.

aAbkurzungen.; Glas

ﬁsﬁﬁuv»

0w

-
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'+ DEPOT MITTERSILL

Mijnchner Nr. e
30249/1 Text. =« ‘Pranzbeisch, um 1760-80, 200 x 230
30249/2 Text. - Franz®dsisch, um 1760-80, 305 x 228
30251 Text. - Flémisch, 17.Jh., 400 x 257

'Qorrected Total - 3 items

. Abkilrzangens Text. = Textilien

! ,,‘;; v

>
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v

L

"GANZI:ICH UNIDENTIFIZIERT"
DEPOT AUSSEE

Mitnchner Nr.

4678  Text. - Aubusson, um 183Q/50, 720 x 560
4893  Gem. - Hollaéndisch, 17.Jh., 65 x 51

10088 Gem. - Englisch (?), 18.Jh., # 82

Correctcd‘motalk;?2~itemsﬁ,”;,x.

10132 Gem. -~ Englisch, 18.Jh., 64 x 77

10255  Gem. <~ um 1900, 23 x 34
10929 - St. - Perronneau, 18.Jh., 43 X 36,5

Textilien

Abkiirzungeni Téxt. =
. Gem. = Gem#lde
' St. = Stiche, Drucke, Lithographien usw.
RG - &ké0 ’ - .108687
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‘45@82

4082
9839 .
1573

.- 11789
g”7513147
. 13171
13169
© - B96E..

10683
4143,
11429

. 21525
"aﬁ@QL/I

. 9036

8853
2601 -

8%7; .

. 8970

13?%9 -




i Aﬁwmﬂ&ZZijﬁzaﬁay

Manioh No.

12890

- 3075 .
12849
45075

45074
. 9192

9451

- 8962

~.-3718

1409
11353

- 3057
45073 :
10097

. 4BY%

. *1288%
12977
12888

. 9434

12983
11808 -
10040

" 13466

.»16759
10045
11295~
11300
10088

eSS ] 108089
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’7ﬂ12997
- X337
12861
12862
8971
130073
13004
9770
‘13365

1388

45089

13188

4157
12197
13359
13360

12199
o 11724
o l2Y96
. L2201

9772
3534,

13496
13495

13498

13499

8927 .
13396

- 13394

13501
12345 -

‘12212'

13092
123 4 ,

11234

12210

o 1333 .
13504,
12194

13474
13479

,13475

T Ay
T T
f -

g =

-0

Authoniy

ECLASSIFIED
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12299

- 12224
11728
- 12947

8918
o L | o782
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isg, | o . 12048
36 S S 11308
337 I L L
1 o 4893
133 AR L 45100
;141 | A o 9124
41 - S o 9682
o420 v = e 16751 -
1~;.%45 : L S R .11m795
ur AR :zazaa/x-z
o148 o S : S 12981
iég ' R %24
.- 152 G LSO xrna_
153 - o CoL 13790
3 N o 12845
155 S S 13194
156 L e - 12971
157 - co L a - 9683
B8 ;- oo S 12956
189 T S 45141
18 © .o . 8T4q.
161 | 7 12953
162 | R ¥ -+ )
163 o T2
164 e - ~~12195

169 o )  ;1§282
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#8027, G&MBRIUGE PL&GE Ne We

/ <WASHINGTON 7, : Do c. !
/

6

Aprilfl@:%195$§mﬁ'
i o
I;:1 /

+Dear Dr. :Scheldig: |

eight‘gaintinga will be placedhon L@ %
tmi‘:asing fram Gormany. Ths Ameriean mnseum auxherl,.

*a "e' 3 ‘ s
any of tha paintings appear ‘on - the art market in the United
States.

;Stnﬂenély;xoun&.

Ardelia R‘sﬁall
Arts and Monumantn Adviser

A

’ -’~"‘m

-x_.({gg’


http:liJ'rift.ed
http:j,4f1p~m.ed
http:auth~.i':lijf.Et
http:ii.~0~kn.ewfoftlle,:�s:tora.ge
http:p.:S:ntfn.S8
http:m,1:s:s.1;r.lg

- .‘ Ty o ¥ R I
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL AZCHIVEST 5oy . Lo

RG _&A
Entry (er 62D
Flle /;VZ/@(;,@M Gl

Box £

- DetAssIRED
| aumci% ‘Y)%|1Q5cy)\
Byt 3 NARA Dde\Dl}qq

.....

2

December 9, 1847

PERSONAL

" ¥r. Herbert S. Leonard,
- MFA & A Section, ‘

‘Restitution Branch, Economie Division,
OMGUS, -~

APO 407 - C/0 Postmaster,

Eow York, Hew York. v

My dear Mr. Leonard:

Your letter to the Cuatoma commisaionar of New Ybrk regarding
the painting by Lucas- Cranach of Philip Melanchthon hag been for-
warded to the Depertment of Stata and 1 em sending a personal
answer for your information.‘ 1 am very glad to have the opportunity
to bring you up-to-date with rogard to the.efforts which have been

- and are being made by the Depa?tment of State and the Government to

recover works of art i1llegally brought to the United States by
msmbars of the Armed Forces.

The Dopartment learned from an official of Brooklyn College
that the Cranach painting was in the possession .of one of the College
students, a returned GI. The Department at once requested. an in-
vestigetion by the Bureau of Customs. At thet time I went to s@e
Mr. Craig Smyth at the Frick Gallery to inquire further into the
circumstances of the 1ooting of the Hitler paintings from Munich,. -

I alsozinitiated a request to OMQUS for the complete list of Jpaint-
ings midéing from the Puhrerbau. The list “Sammlung des: Pukrers -
Stand am 1 Nov. 1946" was received 31 January 1947. I shall, of
coursé, be interested to 1earn if any of the paintings on this 1ist

. are recovered in Germany.

} The Lucns cranach painting was voluntarily surrendered by the
oI to the Bureau of Customs end is now held in Governmsn ‘sustody.
‘for tredsfer by the Department of the Army to the MPA&A Sect
OMGUSs,. under the procedure outlined in the enclosed policy,"
it wtil be raturned to Munich for the proper disposition under the

:gmiar ‘MFA '& é procedures. The Cransch painting is but one of

eral items which have thus far been volunterily surrendered in
various parts of the U.S. and which will belrought to thhington,

‘for return to éarmany in one. shipment.

AI‘
Y

i
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Whila 1 am writing on this subject I would like to ask if
you would be wllling to send me any information you may have re=
ggrding the originﬁof the UP release from Frankfurt which, appeared

~on the front page of the Washington ‘Post this morning. I have
ialready discussed the matter with the Pentagon and they” ‘will in-

fcrm me if any comment is received from Frankfurt. It appears to

~ me &s ‘an, unfounded accusation, and the surmisq,that iﬁ paintings

were stolen by Germans, GI's alone mist have them, is not even
reasoneble. It strikes me as & smoke scrsen for trafflc in stolen

~ peintings, I hops the MFA&A Section van prevent any further Toose.

generalizatlons of this sort.
With myhkindest regards, .

" Yours very sincerely,

Ardelia R. Hall

Enclosures:

1) Return of Looted Objects of Art to
Countries of Origin, Dept. of State .
Bulletin, Feb. 23, 1947. ‘

2) Clipping from Wgshington Post,
.. Decs 8, 1947.

108078
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Acting Chief, Division of Occupied Areas
Cifice of In’c.ernationai Information and .
"~ (ulturel Affairs

Department of State

giasmngtm 25, Do ‘G-

Sir:

: Heferem:a isg m&de to your letters of November 14 and Decam—
ber 3, 1946 (ADO), with enclosures, requesting an investigation
of & painting which was brought or sent into the United States
by a student in Brooidyn €llege,

The matter is being Inguired 1nto and you. will be . infarmed
as to the results of the mvastigat:.on.

Very tmy yours, '

SHIKLEY OTHPHENS ‘
thief, Enforcement

Friizpm 12«46

108079
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In reply refer to
ADO | .

My &sar ¥p. Johnsont

‘Referénce ia made to the lelter of Hav@w&et 14,
1948, Lo whieh bhis Division enllsted the assiatance
_ of ths Bupeasu of Customs in aann@ctiun with the ine-
vestigation of the student of Epooklyn College who i&
in possssslion of a palntlog by ~ucas vraaach. ‘

Tha ﬁapaﬂt&ant has recelved addltlonal infarmatian
from the Uffice of Hilitery loveriment for German maay in
dorlin to the effect thart the pelnting of Fhillp Melsnohe
ton snd Uragon, 1535, by Lucas Cpreusch {twenty coutimeters
by fourteen cenbtimetersz) waes not looted from the Pulrer-

. bau in Bunich, but from the Goering collection at Bérchtesw
gaden. Thie is at varience with the informstion alre&ay
recelved from the Student Adviser, ¥r. Foter dlaa, but
ws thore ars ssveral paintings of the subject by Urangch,
it is possible that e second galntin; WAS rafarrw& tm in
‘the above lnformation. .

A aany of & letter from the Hatropoliten Huseum of
Apt 18 eaalasad' This letter stetes tust the officlals
of the Museum dc not consider it advissbles for that inu
stitution to socept the custody of the paiutingﬁ.' The
Dgpartment would sppreciete 1t Lf the Sureau of Cusioms
would held the «aintin& in custody until ’urthar avramge~ :
monts can be made. :

$incerﬂl¥‘yﬁurg'

tHenry ', &@vavish,

Aoting Chlef, Ylvision of ~eaupi&ﬁ ﬂraan,
Uffice of laternaticarl Ipformabion
and Cultural Affalrs.

Znclosure:

Copy of lettor from Metro-
politen Huseum of Art, dated
igvember BQ, 1948,

By, & ’{t JDh{wi)n, ‘
vommisaioner of vuatoma,
sraasury ueaartmeﬁt,
" ‘ %ﬁshinwtaz &, .G,

108080
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" In reply refer to
ABO :

My dear Er. Johnson:

It weuld be very mmch appreciated 1r the Bureau of .
Customs would be able to aid in the investigation of two
returned seldiers having in thelr possession works of
art whieh they brought from Garmany. The full dossier .
of corresponﬂence together with information recently
obtained by the Bepartment of State from Honmments, Fine
Arts and Archives officers formerly in Germany is enclosed.

: Both soldiers have expressed the willingness. to
surrender the objects; but to our knowledge this has not
been done. Those hel§ by the returned soldier in Detroit
were to have. been placed in the temporary custody of Mr. -
Edgar P, Richardson, Director, Detroit Institute -of &zts,
Detroit, Michigan. The painting ‘held by the student in -
Breoklyn College, if a favorable reply is received from

 Mr. Harry Wehle, Curator of Paintings, should be placed -
on temporary loan at the ﬂbtropelitan Huseum of Artoﬂv

It is balievaé that real advantage may acerue in
traeing other objects by enlisting the further coopera= -
tion of these men so that your 1nvest1gators may obtainf Ry
all relevant 1ntormatione '

: . The former WPASA officer, Mr. Craig Smythe-' o
Frick Collection of Art, New York City, is particuférlyn
informed regarding the looting of the Hitler depbsitory

. in the Fuhrerbau at Munich, (from where the Cranaeh was .

 taken), and a former ofricer of the Art Looting Investi- a
gation ﬁnit, Prafessor S. Ianﬁ Faisen, Jre of Williams ‘

College,

My . W.E. Jehnsﬁn
Ccmmissionsr of Customs
‘Ereasury Departmen % :
ﬁashiagtan 25,- oC o

108081
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't:ollege, Williamstm M&ssachmtts, was directly ¢on-
cerned with the Hitler collection for the proposed Museum
at Linz having prepared all the reports on the Nazi art

" looting for the Hitler IMuseum at Linz.

They would be very

ready, I am sure, to give you any additianal mfom'ciom

We shall also forward to you any informatien which

Enclesures 3

Sinc\e‘rély ;yanrsg,.‘ |

.‘.,,\‘ .

~-From Mr. Peter Blos
- to Mr. Huntington

‘is reeeived from the National Gallery of Art that you
. may require.

Henry P, leverich

Aeting Chief

Di#ision ef @eeupie& hﬁés n

' .Calrns, dated Sep~ =

2,

| 5~ ;“Inrormatian g_:n Cranach R

tember 19 1946,
From Mr. ﬁem'y P,

- - Ieverich to Mr.
© . Peter Blos. - .-

om Mr. Henry P.

- _‘Leverich to %&r, ,

. Harry Wehle. =~

" ‘Hemorandum from ﬁﬁre L
. ‘Henxy Ps- Leverich to .. e
o M Benjamin Do G'Sullia—- ST

ted October 25,

Pain’cing“

Mri Sherman E. Lae

| ' (For -ada: tiomlenclasures, see following page.)
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T Frem ms. Ieon Whitnsy to Mr.
-~ Hans Speiar, dated Jnly 30,
L 1946,
8. ™mObjects in Pnssession of
. Donald Whitney".
' 9, From Mr. Hans Speier to
- Hr, Edgar P, Biehardsen,
- dated July 26, 1946.
. 10, From Hr. lians S 2
"m«: ﬁhar‘ -]
July 26,1946, o
1l. From Mf. Hans speier ta 1[ 
N S :nald Whitney, datad
Julfy 26, 1946 o

Iy
-

 ADO:ARHall:mbv: 10/28/46 - 0IC ES

-
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Pieasé certify and retu to: ADO:ARH

In reply refer to .
 ADO. e

| My dear mr. Wehlez
 We hava ‘been 1nfermed that a student in Brooklyn
Collage hasuin his pcssessian a painting by Lucas Cranach
‘of Philip thancton, which 19 probably one of the paintings
| ;loated by'tha Nazis far Eitler's mnseum at Linz. I would
'1ike tc ask your cooperation in aceepting the painting an
itemperary 1oan at the ﬂbtrepelitan ﬁnseum af Art until
‘;'arrangements can be made for tha U.S Government to re-I_,
turn it through tha appropriate channsls to the rightful
| owmr.‘f‘j D

_henry P. Laverich
Aeting Chief
bivision of Gecupled &reas

mr. Harry Wehle .
'~ Curator of Paintings : s
- ¥etropolitan museum of Art
: New Yerk, ﬁew Yerk.

ADo: ABHall.mbv o 10/28/46 o B

-
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-ADO

my dear Mr. Blas:

’ The Bepartment of State has been 1nformad that one
of your students has in his possession a painting by
Lueas Cranach taken from the Fuhrerbau on the Konigsplatz |
in Wunich. “As this painting is probably one of those A
looted by the Nazis and it is the policy of the U.S, g
Government to return such objects te the rightful owner . gﬂ
the painting should be surrendered by the. student, to be ]
placed in the temporary custody of a New York museum R
until arrangemﬁnts for the return can be made, It is° ~ = %
also desirable to enlist your ccoperation and the further SR
assistance of this student with the appropriate officials | .\
of the Government who may be assigned to the investiga- i
tion in order to obtain all relevant information. o o

- It is not antieipated that any charges will be
~ pressed against a returned soldier who will voluntarily
- aid the Government in the recovery of dispersed works
- of art, as that objective is the primary eoncern of the
Department of State.

Sincerely yours,

7
-
/3
Vi
¢

ﬁenry P° Iaverich
Bl: Chief

Mr. Peter Blos o T LT e
‘Student . éviser, : ?;,
- ‘Brooklyn College,. T
. "Bedford Avenue and kvenue H.,
Braoklyn 10, New York.

ADO: ARHallimby 10/28/46 Cox B
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BROOKLYN COLLEGE
Bedford -Avenue and Avenue H
Brooklyn 10, N.Y.

The Office of the Dean of Students
Department of Personnel Service

September 19, 1946

Mr. Huntington Cairns
National Gallery of Arts
Washington, D, C.. _

KT

‘Dear Mr.~CairnS°

I am writing to you upon the suggestion of Dr.
Taylor of the Metropolitan Museum. I wanted some sadvice-
from him which, he told me, I might obtain from you.

A student of Brooklyn College has recently returned
after two years service in the Army. He has in his possession
8 picture by Lucas Cranach Wwhich he took from Hitler's "Fihrer-
haus" at. the Hoenigsplatz in Munich:, ‘The student is. willling
to surrender the pilcture t6 the proper authority provided 1t -
1s not returned to ‘Germany but kept in an American Museum.

He also would like to know whether any difficulties could
arise from such a surrender - 1n good faith.

: I would appreciate it if you could advise me how
to proceed in this matter because the student has entr%pted
me with thils confidence and I promised to obtain for hdm
authorltativemadvice. N S

"-.3'?“ fsincenelg yours,

hTsigned)

s T Peter Blos S
s Student Advisor

PB/JC

“$

Description of painting*
Lucas Crenach - ‘ .

Phillipp Nelanchton

- 1535 and Dragon

20 cm x 14 cm. .

Nelanchton In black robe, turquoise baekgreund

108088
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS

NEW YORK 4, N. Y.

" ADB&;N 5LL>CGMMUNICAT|0NAS FOR THIS OFFICE ' U - S L CUST O?{ES SEI EURE ROOM . VJG/ac
‘ T e e 311 U.3.Appralser's Stores Szr 29923
o 201 Varick Street , ‘ 30051

New York 14, N.¥. 50161

November 4, 1948.

Department of btate,
Division of ldbraries & 1nstitutes,
%ashington, D. C.

Gentlemen' _ f Ref ¢ ILI 840- 40u/1.1. 1446.

Pursuant to your letter of the 12th ultimo,
file number clted, we are on even date ferwardlnf to
The National Art Gallery, Washington, D.C. via Railway

Express Agency, one (1) oll painting by Lucas Granach,

one (1) unframed oill painting by Droochsloot and mis-
cellancous art ob3ects including a 13th century manu-
script.

: The original Bill of Lading appertaining
thereto 1s belng transmitted to the Natlonal Art
Gallery.

Respectfully,

HARRY M. DURNING,

By: L/’ AR

En U’o COllOI‘d, } R

 Administrative Assistant,
Seizure Room.

,«--—n. o~

%\. \K&{*ﬁ’tﬂ ﬂﬁﬂ /l( }/'t)

’, -

( - 1948
Y &y

Oa, L
& . g P
, “RRTMEMTOPE/,//

;.‘"

:,\\‘?t

@g

C,f}
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TREASURY’DEPARTMENTf
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS o

NEW YORK 7 N Y

CUSTOMS AGENCY SERVICE
SUPERVISING -CUSTOMS AGENT -
'ROOM 500 °
. 253 BROADWAY '

;Tha CQmmissianerxcf Customs, i
“Bivision of Investigations and ?atro‘

July 7, 1947 file 741 04,
relative to.
Cranach from

gChiér Ecnﬁments, Fine Arts,'
Restitution Bran i 8 -
~the anvalope in which this commun<cat1an mas reca,

very ﬁfﬁiylxbﬁrs;Af‘

‘\a?PRavEn:

Supervi@ing Customs Agent.
Inclesure: ‘

Ltr.. 10/8/47

w/envalopa

vc~Callectar, h.!.
w/cy 1ncl.

| k&Lindaa:Lﬁa
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: REE’RODUCEO AT THE NATIGMAL

OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVLRNB&ENT FOR BAVARIA
| ECONOMIG§@IVI::ION S
NUNICH GERMANY 7 . US ARNY

w.’ v 21 P s 0? HSL/rl
»;f!/

. N ""W NORE \"’[n.!é;i-
'SUBJEGT: A paintlag by Cranach

“TO :  Mr. Stanley R 'Spinola, UeSs Customa Commissxoner
. 253 Broadway, Room 500, New York N.Y.

8 October 1947

Dear Mr. Spiaola.

‘ ' ' Phis office was recently informed by mr. Cralg He. .
.. .+ - Smyth, Frick Art Gallery, that you confiscated & paine
® , -~ ting by.Cranach (Portrait of a Mam, "12 X 15") which
has been illegally taken out of Germany., It is uander-
- 8tood that the painting belonged to the former Hitler
‘Collection and that it ia likely to be .subject to :
‘restitution to one of tne formerly occupied oouatriea.

According to Mri. Smyth the matter has been reported t0 B
- Mr, Henry P Leveridge, Acting Chief, Divxsion of Occu-- S
‘pied Areae, Depte of State. o

We would appreciate it 5reatly if you would give us
detailed account of the case and would advise us what-
steps . should be taken for the recovery of’ the paint;ng.

,:}-‘ :

Sincarely yours, o éy

=
we

g e Ty T i . er er aonar

. T B%)%TAOGEENP%J\S%E i - " Chief Mon};ﬂenta, Fine
e e - _ Arts, and’ Archives bectm
Nvyi; . - tom

Restituﬁion Branch
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TI-IE AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION AND SALVAGE
OF ARTISTIC AND HISTORIC MONUMENTS IN WAR AREAS

Owen J. Roberts, Chairman . ' OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

. David E. Finley, Vicé Chairman y , NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

" Huntiagton Cairns, Secrerary : WASHINGION 25, D. C.
Charles H. Sawyer, Asséstant Secrotary ‘ :
_ William Bell Dinsmoor
Herbere H: Lehman
Paul ]. Sachs
Archbishop F. ], Spellman
Fraacis Heary Taylor -
John Walker, Special Adviser
Sumner McK. Crosby, Special Adviser

T0 MUSHUNMS, ART AND ANTIGUD DE:LERS -NL AUCTION HOUSZS:
This Comnission has had'numerouéurepo;ts oonbjecis being offered
to museums and to the trade by'present and formgr membé:s of the armed
" forces. whe;e the source or origin of these §bjec€s'may be obscurq or
' suspicious qbd where the objects may be of spegial artistic importance,
the Commissien would avpreciate being‘iﬁformed Jf‘the facts with 28
full and specific informaticn as bossible concerning the objects theme
-selves and the circumstancea under which they came to your attention‘
The above information will be made available to'the Customs and
~ the Foreign Funds Control offlcials in the Treesury Department for their
- attention and any further investzgation thpt may be required. The source
of the information will be treated as confidentlal.

It is, of course, obvious that no clear title can be passed on
objects that have been looted from public er private collections 2broad.
‘We believe, therefore, that i? is to the cdvant=ge of both public insti-
“tutions and the trede,‘as‘ﬁéll es for the good name of this Government
ond its armed forces, that any“épecific examples of looting of works

of ert or cultural materials be brought to 1ight as soon as possibles-

108094
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May 1, 1946

Dear 33§,S§epheno:

Beference is made to your letter of April 30th
conceraning various objects of art 1uportoa by Joseph
Bodnar, Jr. and now being held by the Customs Agenny
Service offico at Hew York.

At present we are working on a plan to return
to the country of origin these objects along with
others reported from various parts of the country.
It ie assumed that these will be shipped by:-the Quarter-
master section of the U.8. Army, but final arrange-
ments concerning this have not been completed.;~

You may axpect to hear from us within s~fev weeks
as to the procedure recommended for the.return of this
material. . - . .

‘8incerely yours,

Lamont Hoore ST
Assistant Secretary .

Mr. Shirley Stephens . A :
Chief, Enforcement . . -
Burean of Customs ‘ o .

Treasury Department
Washington 28, D. €.

108095
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TBEASURY WMT
Bureau of Customs
‘Washington, D.C. ‘
. September 9, 146
ThsDirector_"-, SRR | |
_Office of Lconomic Sacurity Policy '

- Department of State
'aahingten. 25. D. c.

' Sir'

 During the latter part of 1945. the suporvising customs agent at

New York detained from Joseph Bodnar Jr., & thirteenth century manuscript
and other "art objects,” as defined by T. D. 51072, which had been taken
from a maseum in Amorbach, CGermany, when it was being looted by members
of the armed forces, and apparently imported into the United States
‘contrary to law., Subsequently, an sgreement was reached between this

- Buresu and The American Commission for the Protection and Salvage o
Artistic-and Bistoric Momuments in War. Areas, commonly referred to as -
The Roberts Gommission, under which "ert objects” when imported contrary
to-law would be seized by customs officers under section 593 (b) of the
Tariff Act of 1930 (U.S.6. title 19, sec. 1593 (b), a petition would be

~-£iled by The Roberts Commission as an interested party under aection ‘

' 618 of the same act (U.S.6., title 19, sec. 1618), for remission of -
the accrued forfeiture, the petition would be given fa.vorable consider-
ation, and the property would be released to the petitiener which would
arrange fcr reatoration through sppropriate c!mnnels. .

Aﬁter the date of the agresment, an inveatigntion by the oupervisirg
customs agent at New Yark, N, Y., disclosed that an oil painting of a
village winter scene with many figures, said to be the work of the
Dutch painter, Joost Cornelis Droochsloot and dated 1631, had been im-
ported from Germany by Lieutenant John R, Hatchison, U. S.H.R., apparent-
ly without import requirements having been met. The painting was left
- for safekeeping in the custody of Mr. Shanney in the building of the

. New York Historical Society. Also, 39 coins were detained by the super-
vising customs agent at Ghicago from Fred Sooper. whose friends ma taken
thom frcm & museum in Germany V .

T}u Roberts Gcmmiesion was unable to complote a.rrangements for th.e ,
return of ‘the articles to the country from which taken before it expired
‘on or about July 1, 1946, with the result that the property. is. still ‘

‘ ‘-under deﬁention without formal seizure thsraof hsving been mado. EA

1 Imvo
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‘ I have been informed that the functions of The Hoberts Commission
have been transferred to yowr office and if my information is correct -

I shall appreciate it if you will let me know at pour earliest conven-
ience whether you are interested in the detained articles, whether the
~Pprocedure previsouly worked cut for their seizure and release has your
‘~approval, and what arrangements you have found it poseible tp make
ooking to their restoration to the country of origin. :

Very truly }*oufa .

]a/ W. R. Jonson
!cmiuioncr of Gustom
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TREASUKY DEPARTMENT
~ UNIYRD STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE
Hew York, N. Y.

£

July 1, 1947 SR

The Collector of Customs,
Bow York 4, H. Y.

&%muﬂn‘ M!". FQ 3. Ll\&ghlm,
" Assistant Goneoem-e

boar Sirs

~ There ise inalcsed ecustoms Form Eo. 8985, Report of Seirure, lo.
26483, relative to the seisure of a fowrteenth century menuscript
titled "AFRICA", by Francis Petrarch, from WALTER RECHSTEINER, 728
24th Street, Union City, Hew Jersey. Theo manufoript was delivered two
this offiece by Mr. Sechsteiner and his sttorney, Nathan J. Littauer,
400 38th Street, Unlon City, New Jersey, on Juns 25, 1947, where it
was exsmined and . appraised at & domestis valua of ta.oce.oo by Custonms
Exeminer H. Rubemson, cordsd and seeled by this office, and remanded
o the custody of Mr. Hechsteiner pemding the Buresu's decision on
kechsteiner's poetition sesking the manuseript's return.

Aotion for the recovery of the mnuncr;ipt wag initiated by this
office on Decamber 30, 194€, and aubsequently by the Buresu of Customs,
upon the basis of nowspaper articles sppearing in issues of the
HE® YORK TIMES and the HEW YORK JOURHAL~AMERICAN for December 28, 184€.
Both articles, as well &8 later nowspader items trensmitted with Buresu

"letters of Junuary 3 and 16, 1947, desoribe this fourteenth century ,
menusoript copy of a Petrarchian poem entitled "AFRICAP as being marked
as the property of the Triests Lidrary, and go on to state that the
manuseript was brought te the United States by Wmlier Rechsteiner,
who served in Italy with the 887th Airborme Engineers, and agguired
the manusoript in Maples in M¥arch 1945 () fros a peddler for two
oartone of cigarsttes and the equivalent of §60.00 in American money.
fhe NEW YORK TIMES for December 24, 1946, published an Associnted Press
wire photo of liechsteiner helding the manusoript.

On June 7, 1947, Custons Agent P. J. Galvin interviewed Walter

Bechsteinor at 724 24th Btreet, Union City, Mow Jersey, and wes referred
to ut'bamy Hathan J. Littauer, who advized Customs Agent Calvin that

108100
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his client had not violated sny’ hm in bringing a muuript ha hs.d

.legally meguired end had properly declared for customs under the pro-

vigions of Public Law %e. £33, and in accordsnge with instruotions of his
superior officers, thersfore, he could not advise his cliant to :
surrendsr the dooument to customs officers. . In addition, Atborney
Littauer said that hia client had boen approuhod by representatives of
the Italisn Govermment, who wught the return of the menuseript, snd

‘he felt that he could best protect his olient's intarests by retaining

oustody of the mpnuseript uatil & éunidon 88 to its rightful owner-
ship was rendem in oom , ,

On ah;ch 17. 136?, tho tollm:xg ut'hor wag smt ) Attumwy

: Litta!mr t

“In eonformity with your talwhom rcquut of mroh 13, 1947,
wherein you asked that this offige outline for you &8s counsdl for _.
#alter kechsteiner the reesons for effocting regovery from your
client of the Petrarchisa manusoript YDe Africat, the following
is recited: '

. "m Pfa m}.ur Esehnuhwr, 38981868. Bﬁﬁh Alrborne
Bagineering Aviation Compsny, errived in Boston, Mass., on the
U'E-&d. JAMES Wp on Ayril l. 1945. there wore m u
offect certain regulations under seotions 3(a) and 6(b) of the
Tradiug with the Enemy iot, as amended (T.D. 51078), relative -
%0 the relsase of art ebgeeta (i.neludtng Eanusoripts of the
kind under conzideration) from oustoms custodyy whieh had been

~ imported after March 1%, 1938, The regulations provide that

© "No art objest hereaftar imported from any foreign country,
except one which comstitutes part of the United Kingdom, the

- British Dominions or British Coloniess»sshall be rolessed from
oustoms custody ~-- unless such relenss has been ligensed or
nthmi.u aut)m-iud by the smretary ©f the Treasury.?’

: YInquiry at the office of the oollestor of eustoms at
Bogton, Mass., shows that Mr. Rechsteiner had not complied with
the provisions embodied in the sbove-mentioned regulation.

. "The importation by your client was slss contrary to .
wmilitary orders then in effect in the Buropsan Theater, enjoining
military persemnel from dealing, possessing and/or mportnzg :
any art objeots of the charmater ooncerned.

- "fhe mpauseript now in the posssssion of Mr. Rechsteiner
waa obtained contrary to militery orders then in effest, snd
eppears to have been imported in violation of the provisions of
2.D. 81072 and of section 1393 (b), title 19, V.8.C., since no
record exists in the offige of the collector of customs at ’

- Boston ghowing that Wr. Rechsteiner declared the manusoript in
his possession st the time of his arrival, when declaratien and
.emzry for ths manuseript ahwld have been made.”
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© On May 15, 1947, the Buresu of Customs requested advice ss to the
status of the investigation, sad 2 repors, dated May 22, 1947, reciting
the foets developed by the investigation was tranamitted w the Bureau.
In our roport, the Durssu was advised as follown:

"Upen meipt of Bureau letter of May 15, 1947, 'cho writer,
accompanied by Custome Agent Galvim, discussed the matter with
attorneys in the solicitor's offige, partioularly as to whether
the forfeiture of the manuseript pursusnt to section 593(b)
would be sustainsd in court. It was resited that the agtusl
wheraabouta of the mnuaeript was not known at this time, and
‘thet in an informsl discussion with issistant U.S. District
Attornsy C. A. Stenziele, Newark, N.J., on Degember 21, 1947,
customs agents were told that & search warrant c¢ould not be
isauod unlens the aetunl whamhouta of the musoript was known,

“"After & review of the ouse, the solicitor's office was of

the opinion that inaamuch Gg& recorda obtained from the
sollector of customs at Boston indicated that the msnuscript
which Rechsteiner had bLrought back with him on the U.S.4.7T.
JAMES FAHKER om April 1, 18406 hed been relessed by customs -
without a license being issuesd thereon, T.l. 51072 was not
appliceble, and it was suggestnﬂ that the matter be referred by
the Bureeu te the office of the Foreign Funds Control for ad-
viee a8 to what motion gustoms aould take to effeot recovery of
the muueript. in view of the revocakion of T.D. 61072 on June
18, 1848."

In np‘ly‘mraﬁo, the Buresu, by letter danted June 6, 1947, reported
that "On the basig of informution submitted the Bureau is of the opinion
that the manusoript in quedtion has illegally entered the United States,
that it is subject to seisurs and forfeiturs under seotiom 583(b) of ,
tho Tariff Act of 1930. Astion looking to the seizure of this item under
the provisions of the law montioned should therefore bs taken by your
- 9ffice. In the event a peisure is made, pleosse submit & report of the
circumstenoss %o the Bureau, ine.nmuch as the Departnent of State is
intorestsd in the matter."

After regsipt of the Bureau's 1otter. the faocts and eircumstances
of the case were discussed with Assistant United SBtutes Attorney Martin
J. Horomey, of the United States District courty, Newark, Hew Jersey,
on June 19, 1847, by Customs Agent P. J. Galvin and the writer. That
officisl mdvised thet sufficient grounds did not exist to warrant oriminal
prosecution of Rechsteiner under section 583(b) of the Tariff Aot of
1830, and thet, in his opinion, it was highly improbable that the Govern=
ment could suceceszfully sustain the forfeiture of the manuseript imperted
if it were to rely on the same ovidence. However, Mr. Moroney recommended
that the Bureau of Customs try to handle the matter administrstively.
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¥ihsn Mr. B. J. Shamhart was in New York on June 11, 1947, this
matter was thoroughly discugsed with him. It was his suggestion thag
the onse be discunsed with the United Stater Atterney's offioce at
Newark, New Jersey, and that sny aotion recommended by that office
~ be followed, Aacordingky, canstructive zeizure of the mnnuneript has
. been mmdo o
Mr. Littauer and:ﬁr. Bachateiner have beon advised of the pro-
visions of seotion 618 of the Tariff Aot of 1930, and Mr. Littauer hes
informed the writer that a petition will be filed in the nsar future.

} Very trﬁly yours,
.‘ t‘uatau Agent,
APPROVED: ?
‘Supervising Customs Agont.

Inoloaure:
o/F 5956 w/hﬁpr*

. in t’rip.

2 co Buresu w/gov. ltr.
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‘COFY/gr

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
%AS%IEGTON ‘

Office of the Librarian
Feb 4 1947

, Dear HMr. Travis:

B Under separate cover we are forwardlng te you
for proper disposition a group of books which belong to
kths Unxversity of Cologne Library.

Lhese books were sent to the Library of Congress
by a U. S. Army documents team. It 1s our understanding
that the books were salvaged from a destroyed building
where they were exposed to deterioration from the elements
and that the documents team took time out from its regular
operations in order to save them. They are now being re-
turned in accordance with the general policy of HMilitary
Government and the speclial interest of the library of
Congress in restitution of materials belonging to German
cultural institutions. Please take whatever. steps are
necessary to brlng about this end.

Sincerely youré,‘

/s/ Luther H. Evans :
: Librarian of Congress

'.Mr. Don C Travis
Acting Chief, Library of Congress Missicn
Headquarters, Berlin Command, S~2 Section
AF¥O 742, c/o Postmaster
New York, New York
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Vet .

Verganganhait und Gegemvart., wehr, Bx, : Lo
Revue germanique 1939, Teil 1/2 S S
Deutsche Volksforschung in Boehmsn und Mﬂshren. 1944 ‘

Resge, mehr, Hefte N
Deutsche Rundechm, Nov, 41 - April 42 :

Zoitsohrift fuer dt. Geis‘beswissenschaften, mahr Hef‘be

Zeitschrift £, Volkskunde, mehr, Hefte -

bis Literatur, Okt. 41 - Peb, 42

Dichtung und Volkstum, mehrere Hefto

Zeitachrift £, Aestethik ungd . ‘mine Kunatwiesensohaft, mshr, Hefte
Sohlegische Bleetter, 3 Hefth
- Rheindsche Vierteljahres Blsstter, mahrere Hofte
| Zeitsohrift fuer dt. Altertum und dt, Literatur
-Rheinische. Blastter, 1944, kme 2, 3 o
Mnttersprache 2 Hefte . ‘ L
. Die Axtion, 1942 T '
“Der’praktische Betriebswirt, mohr Hefte - T
Das Inselschiff, 1942 ' - '
Zeﬁ:bachrif‘t fuer Deutschwiasenmhaft und Deutscmmrricht, mehr Hef‘te

Teets Trisohus pmdisiorion, i erte

Zeitschrift fuer vergleichends Sprachforschung ’
‘Wirsohaftswart Nord

Arbaitsrechts}samlung

Qrdbok 'cever Svenska Sprahet

Der Hordon, m!n'. Hofte.

Forsohungen und Fortschritte, 24 Hefte

Rhieirdsche Heimatpﬂ.ega - ‘
Tjijdschrift voor Economische Geogrsphie, 20 Hefte
Eeommiaoh-statistischa Berichte, 3 Hefte o
Sippenverband Knipscheer, 6 Hefte R L :
Koloniales Schrifttum, 9 Hefte o ' ' - Ss
« Zai.tsohrift b 8 I&mdartforschung ' S R

Ropertorium. .

Zédtachrift £, ?hilologie s 3 Hefta : e

L Arehiv fuar das Eisenhuettemvesen, 3 Hefte , c
Die gosamten Preisbildunge-Vorschriften . = ‘ '
Wirtschaftsblatt dsr Industrie- und H&nﬂolakamer = Berlin 1939/41 mehr T,
Die nationsle Wirtsoheft, 1941/42 o

, Var]wendungsblatt des Raiohamahretandea 1941 ' I

- Devisen-Archiv 1941 . L

Steuer und Wirtschaft 1941 ' ,

Deutaches Wobnungsarchiv 1940/41 .

Am:bliehe mtteﬂungan d. Trenhaendar / Sachsen 1940

‘ Bank~Archiv 1940

Forsohungan und Fortaohritt.e (Gebunden) 1941

Wirtschaftswerbung 1940

Steuer und Wirtschft 1939

Hanseatiaohe Rechts- und. Gerichts-Zeitschrﬂ:‘t 1942

&ntl:l.oha Mitteilungan 4, ’l‘reuhaendera Thueringen 1940

Westdentachs Wirtsohafts-mi‘hung 1940 :

108108

. D-.(‘LASS!F R
*J“lonty 0 7GSOBQ

[T Twnoe ?[@}g J

e -
[ i A

L.

ot '_‘___...m—“..—'..».*' g o)
7

Conomm:;‘
pivision | :

Al E nmonm. ARcmves ;
REPRoouch AT ™



http:Pi-e1~b1J4uDgs~"~rsohriri.en
http:Deutso.he

:;!.RVEPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL AR(‘.‘%IVVE;S."; \ R G ﬁff_’__,_,zr

DECLASSIFIED 5 | Entry o™

Fyiherity W—é QZL EQ‘)_(“_,__L»—«——-*
AL IRUY BN |

A



RG s 9
lav‘-&z

Box l?

i

4’)

033|SS‘:"133 T

v

1081190

| RFZNrIE
ZLCFFE I ey

i

S i LT § .




— T e U
0 é ’ | SIAHOYY TYNOILYN 3H) Ly aIDNAOYLTY

G

S



Re 89 T ifga A v R

éo“.ﬁz 3 Wm@j&o}ﬂ; ém;vaionooué;ﬁ%‘ :
| - Boxig 4 3LISSYIRIG

- i

i mumaﬂ“mm&.‘b:*iﬁvym%.ﬁ




REPRODUCED AT THE NATIOMAL A v*‘-’vF AP =

F{(S ._ggiff“ff“"jﬂ

EEthry .
F\‘e r({lc /uf

IN REPLY REFER TO

TREASURY DEPARTMENT ThL Ok

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS

AUG 3 1348

WASHINGTON 25

Letter from

;—-J

15 Hoorer 4venus, Los

falifornia,

Date: July 18, 1948,
Subject: Petition o remission of tie forfeitura of one jewelled figuriae.

Respectfully referred to i, 4, R, Hali, Arts and Honument Officer, Cccupied ireas
Division, Departmert of Ltabts, Washinston 25, U. 2., to be considered with
the Sureau's lettsr of Tulv 1k, 1948, to vou, in rezard to the above ratter,

Enclosure g, 57345

Form 866-A
Jon. 1944 GFo  15~3S107-2
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fi‘iw Lovartwent of RBate was iafema& i:e & letter fies m@
mrm of Unstoms, los z’mml@s. to n&a Sugervising Dontome Apoal
Bsistieore, iﬂ?&w&wﬁ. &Meﬁ potiba 1348, %&%&a o 148k cenbory
ivory dlptyeh iptednad g ¥y, Powsrd ¥, %mvis. ma

Dgrmytosnt of State izz ® la%%r ‘&a the w:m&m of Trancniy
- duted lecmnber B, 1947 petitioned for the vecdssicn of the aaam@d
forfeiturs sa thie ivery diptyds.

he Jepsrtaent wis slse informed om July 34, 17 B af the
seizure by the loe ingeles furesn of z @mm@@m&. Jowslled figorice
of & mas nod =oskey smd in & letter to the Jesretepy of ”Wj‘
dated duenst 15, 1948 mumw for the recissisn of the socrusd
faﬂaﬂm on thie figurine

fﬁ 1s now ragiested that those woyks of aam 5 forsarded wder
te enclowed U, 4, Government b1l of leding, %340, to e
tmbionnl, %k&aw of Are, Swabdngion, i £, for eagortatien to
gountry of origin, & the dses of thase i:wa mbémts Syne: dorvan
suseuse, they will be votwmed by the Jepartsent of the Awwy Lo the
Fonumonts, Ylae Arbs and Archives Sectien @i’ the UfFice of Miljtary
Bovernment for Uormany (US) for restitution to the vightMl shor

Four

29‘3"« 3&3}3&& 0:? AR Bm' J'!‘;,
wmewe of matm,
33554 Mth %gﬂag Htreet,
Ino fngeles 1%, Ualifomia,
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Box X

Jewelled

/Figarins of Man and Monkey

Edgar Breitenbach
Ardelis R. Hall - ILI

Figurine of Man and Monkey came from Mannheimer Collection brought
to Munich from Alt-Ausse Mine. OUix or seven other items are missing from
collection. - Thoy were never listed. It apoears more than doubtful that
he foundd it in a lodker but rather got it from one of the German pad-ers
in the Collecting Point. The German packer may have the other items and
they ould be traced in Germany by Germen police or verhans may know
whether his buddies also bought the vieces from the German nackers for
food or d@rettes

Investigation should be conducted in a friendlv manner in order to-
get a clue as to the whereabouts of the other items.

o

OEX: ILY': ARHall:mnms
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l@ dear Mr., Seorotn.ryl

- Reference iz made to & latter from Mr. Shirley Stephens,
" Chief, Enfn’rmant, Bureau of custom , dated July 14, 1948, in=
forming the Department of State of a report of seigura by the -
‘Bureau of Customs, Los Angeles, california, of & Renaissance
figurine illegilly imported mto the United Sh’cas by & meaber
- of the armed’ sarvieen.

fhe Department of State, the ’fora. petitions the Treasury
Department for the remission of ;the accrued forfeiture of the
jewelled figurine {& man with @ monkey), product of the Ren=
‘aissance period, appraised 4000 and believed to have been
locted from the gollaction Renaissance art either at the
Augsburg Museum or the : Gewolbe, Dregden, The figurine
was obtained by Herber rick Johnaon. ‘8415 Hooper dvenue,
los Angeles, when stationed in Munich, Germany, as & member of
the §90th Anti-Aireraft Battalion Self-Propelled, United States
Army; brought into the United States at the Port of New York om

, the Victory S.8. ?re&eriok, December 26, 1945; and seized by the
United States cuatm Service of District Hn. 27, Port of los

Angeles, Calirorm, on June 23, . 1948.

. that the figurine remsin
tor of Customs, Los Angeles,
: its transfer to Washington, e
DuCo aad;remrn 40 “the. Hﬁmmnts. ‘Pine Arts, and Archives Sectior
of the Office of Militery Goverument for Germany (v.5.), under

the terms of the policy:s SWHCC 322~ "Return of Looted Objects of
&rt to Countries of @rigin"

, The: cammmication from the Loe Angeles Bureau of Guatoms,
. deted June 28, 1948, is returned herewith as requested, & copy

of the documents having been made for retention by the Departe
ment of S‘hto.

i i

N ‘ / The 74w 174
A ' g/’} :
. 5 7
The Honoreble ) ’f? .

John W. Snyder,
Secretary of the Treasury
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The Bureau of eustcms, Los Angelas. offected the se;l.sure
of @ léth Century ivory diptych fram the Cassel Museum in De=-
cembor 1846. The Bureau i agein to be commended for wﬁa
‘ vigilame aand initia '70. , o ‘ :
NENETIVY Y . - —_—
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c e Aseisptant Seuremry
. g Cfur Funlie B :
A \ " i a.;aw““"*" S e
Ehclésurm _ C
1. Enclesure Ho. V671 frgls . &
. Tressury Department, £/
. datad July 16. 1948,
pos/cﬁrmn :ejd
7=20=48 '
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JUL 14 1948

&0 AO R. w A
Ar’gs axxi ﬁonmnf. officer
ocl Aress Division

~tmant of State

| Washimton 25, D. G
 Sirs

There is enclosed for an expression of youxr views in the
matter with &return of the Bureau's file, a communication from
the collector of customs at Los Angeles, California, dated
June. 28, 1948, requesting information as 4o whether or mot. your
office éaairas to file a pstition for & rewission ef the for-
feiture of ons jewelled figurine appraised at $3,000 seized from
Herbert Patrick Johnson of Los Angeles, You will not.a that- the
item in question appears to be @ product of the Rsnaismsénce Period
and that the evidence indicates it was illegally taken from either
the musewm at Augsbwry, Bavaria, Germany, or the Dresden Gallery
at Grunes, Gewolbe.

Very ’mﬂ.y yours,

(Signed® Shirlm Stenhipnr

ﬁhiaf , Enmrmnt

In duplieate

6N

k.
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In reply refer tos

HEM~3077
TREASURY Bmaanzymxx :
Burean of Customs
Iﬁﬁ Angelaa 13’ C&lif;
. June 28, 1948

Office of the Collsotor
Digtrictvﬂb. 27 ‘

The. commxasianer of Customs
i Treanury Department
Waghington 25, D.C.

Sirs | ,.ﬂf~ 

On June 28, 1948, the Customs Agency Servico reportad to thia
effice the seizure of one ‘jewelled figurine, product of the Renaissance
Period, which evidence indicstes was illegally teken from either the
museum at Adgsburg, Bavaria, Germany, or the DUresden Gallary at Grunes
Gewolba.

In view of the past interest of the State Depertment in metters
of this type, there sre euclosed copies of the report of seisurs and a
copy of the Cus toms Abency Serv1ce report of 1nvest1gat1on,

The person from‘whom seigure was made is also belng advised of his
privilege of filing & petition for relief from the forfeiture, such a
petition to be acoompanied by evidence of Lis legel ownership of the
figurine. From the report of 1nvsutigatloh. it doae not appear that
he will be eble to camply‘wmth this latter: conaition.’

In the event the S8tate Depariment is not interested in filing a
petition for this article, it is respectfully requested that the Bureau
advise this office in order that court proceedings may be instituted for
the condemnetion of the figurine &t the expiration of the sixty day
period if no claims are pending. : s

vsry truly yours,

- o Wile JEHNIEGS BRYAN, JR.
R colleator of eustams

by

8/R.A. Williems
Asgistant Collector of customs
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Customs Agant in cha.rge Office June 28, 1948

7

fo the Collactor of the Port.
8ir: You are hereby notified that the pro;perty deauribed boelow wad
seiged from ‘
Herbert Fatriok Johnson, ,
8415 Hoopor Avenue, Los Angeles, oarried personally from
Calif. : :

Gemany ot Los Angeles. ca.hf. on me 25, 1948, and has been do=
hvered to the Customs Seizura Eoom.

: g
‘ ‘ -Foreign Domestic
Ono (1) jewelled Figurine, proéuct of ths value Duty velue
Rensissange Period - $8000,00 free $3000.00
! . : ’ Para. '
- ' ~ 1811

Phis article is believed to have been looted from either the museum at
Augusburg, Bavarie, Germany, or the Dresden Gallery at Grunes Gewolbe.
According to'Herbert Patrick Johnson, who at the time wag stationed &t
¥unieh, Germnny, a8 & member of the 390th AntieAircraft Battalion Selfs
»Propelled, United States Army, he found the figurine, about 2 months
after the termination of the war in Qprmany, in one of two lockers in a
room essigned to him and four other soldiers in & 3-gtory hotel, the name
of which he could not remember, located scross the atreet from the Koenige
Plate in Munich, and that he did not deslare the figurine when he removed
it from Germany or when he brought it into the United States at the Peprt
of Hew York on the Victory 85.8. PREDERICK, December 28, 1945. Shipmght
of or bringing the figurine from Germany to the United States was contrary
to ertieles of war. Invoice and entry required by 8ec. 481 and 484 of the
Tariff Act of 1930, and license under Sec. 3 (a) end 5 (b) Treding with
the Enemy &ct; in the absence of whish the article is suhjeot to seisure
under Sec. 595 (b) Rariff Act of 1930, .

Sections of lawas violated: Sso. 3(&) and 6(b) deing with Enemy Act,
) Sco. 481, 484 & 508 (b) PA 1980.

Nenme of officer meking’ aoizurec Leon E. Qriset, Customs Agent.

Arraatn s None

Jqéd Kullen.' :
Customs Agent in Cherge.
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The Collector of GCuetoms,:
Los Angeles 13, Galifornia.

Dear’ S:lr"s-’

G or about June 10, 1948, HERBERT PATRICK JOHNSON, 8415 Mooper
Avenus, Los Angeles, Celifornia, took a jewsled figurinme to Ballard & -
Ballerd, Los Angeles jewelers, who told him it was worth about $500.00,
end that they would sell it for him provided he clearsd it through the
Customhouse.

To this end Mr. Johnaon then tock the figurine %o the Appraiger's
Store in Los Angeles in order to learn the amount of duty acoruing, et
which time he was teld by Aeting Customa Appraiaer Hollis Reed thet it
would be several days bafore this information could be ascertaineds.

The Eigurine was then exhibited by ¥re. Hannah Von Gueman, Admine.
istrative Assistent to the Appraiser, snd Examiner Cherles Eoeppe, who
specializes in antiques, to Dr. William Re Valentiner, Director. Gon=

- pultant of the los Angelea County Museun &t Exposition Park &nd conw
‘sidersd one of the lesding specimliste in the history of the fine arte, -
who regarded it es & product of the Renaissance period &nd believed it
to be @ German work of art whieh had originelly been produned in Gere
meny. Dr. Valentiner, added that due to its great artistic value it
might be worth $3,000.00 but that about 30 yesrs ago, ab which time he,
Dr. Valentiner, wae connected with the Metropelitan Museum et New York.
Pierpont Morgen might have paid more for it. ‘

_ Dr. Valentiner sdded further that he believad the figuriaa was &
looted museum piece and probebly came from the mussum &t Augsburg, '
Bavarisa, Germany, or possibly the Dresden Gallsry at Grunes Gewolbe, T
but that the intrineio value was not &8 high as its ertistic valug.
br. Valentiner alac stated that he would like to .borrow the figurine
for exhibition purposes at the Los Angeles County Museums

N’\’—t :

Aoting Customs Appraiser Reed than referred the matter to this,
affice by telephons for investigation and when Mr. Johnson, who isd
24 years of age, was interviewed in this office on June 14, 1948, he
stated that during World War 11 he was atationed in Germany 88 & mém=
ber of the 390th AAA 8A (AntieAircraft Battelion Self-Propelled); that
two monthe after the termination of the war in Germany he and &pprox=
imately 200 more goldiers were quartered in & S-gtory hotel, containing
many small furnished rooms, locsted across the street from Koenigs Plats
in k&unich; that éuring the war this hotel had bean ocoupied by Germen

-
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' jaoldim, and lm;ar hy &nerioa.n goldiers who had been transferred

t0. other quartera before his outfit moved inj that he did not know
the name of this hotel; that when he and 4 soldiers were assigned

a room together he immediately began looking around the room and
found the figurine, which wes in full view,; in ore of the two lockers
in the room, and that all soldiers made e practice of searching for
artxclos whon thay wére mved into new quarvers.

Kr. Jahnson added that he wanted to sell the figurine "to get
the money" end that it never entered his mind to sell it in Germanys

- thet he seiled from Antwerp, Belgium on the Victory S.8. FREDERICE,

December 12, 1945, and arrived at New York on December 26, 1845, at
‘which time he did not declare the figurine; that some American

‘foxcers on the dogk at Antwerp had asked him if he were taking eway

any diemonds &nd he told them hé was not, 88 he did not know at the
t:ime t.ha.t the stones on the figurine were diamonds, and that his
\iwer was also prompted by the statement of & soldier

y, Who repaired watghes in the Army es & hobby, who had

the figurine in Munich end told him that the stones wers not

« Mr. Johnaon stated that he wae not asked to make & dsclaration
when they left the boat at New York, from which plase they went to.

Caup K;Lmer in Hew Jerssy by trainj that they stayed there sbout fiva
days and then were flown from La Guardia Field, New York, to -long. Beaoh,
california, and from there transported to Fort Mac Arthur in San Pedrc,
by bus,’ wﬁera he was diseharged on denuary 13; 1948,

There are encloaad two pnatographs dﬁpzeting front and aide viewa

- of the figurine, which Acting Cuatoms Appralaer Raed dascribes, as

Follows e

Basa of gold=colored motal,, 205/@“ squara, 2% high. ﬁeight of
figure, including base, ¢~5/8%. On back of base, 1 large baroque
pearl; on front of base, 1 large pale blue stone; on either aide,f
1 large deep ember stone. Figure wears diamondestudded turben, robe
of golored enamel. Body of figure made of barogus pesrls; right hand '
holds flower set with small dismondsag left hand holds chain attached
t figure of monkey. ‘

?éry truly yours,

,f'"" o

e e .

. Leon E. Gri‘_a,et,
<<<<<< : o Customs Agent

Aphre?edf

Customs Agent in Charge
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% . TREASURY DEPARTMENT |
' BUREAU OF CUSTOMS ‘LA 2310

L.OS ANGELES 13, CALIF. -
CUSTOMS AGENCY SERVICE

CUSTOMS AGENT IM CHARGE

Roow X05. H, W. HILLKAR BUnLons . M“l‘ 23 » 1146

- 354 Souve Srine STROT
3

- The Supervising Custems Ageat,
T Recm 403 U. 8. Custemheuse,
Baltimere 2, Marylamsd.

Dear 31?' ‘ S e e

Wo are enslesing o phetegraph of what is bolieved te be
a 1l4th eentury ivory diptyeh, which is mew in the pessession

of our offies pemding an iavestigation te deternine its status
in the United States.

The article in question was submitted to the Los Angeles
County Museun by Howard F. Travie, who told effieers of the
museun he had obtaimed 1t frem his drother who had been ia
Burepe. Dr. William R. Yaleatimer, Direotor Censultant eof
the Museum, and ene of the leading specialists in the history
of the fine arts, recognised the article as a rare work of art,
and he is in agresment with Mr. OGeorge Swarsenski, of the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston, Mass, and Fudolf Berlinsr, Curster of
Decerative Arts, Rhode Island School ef Design, Providenoce, R.I.,
that the plece was formerly im the museum at Caessl. They think
1% 4s desoribed in "Koechlin" - Ivory of the Middle Agee (French
publiecation ) No. 794, where the measurements are given as 10 x
1948 eontimeters.

The Dirscter of the Lee Angeles Museum has fursiehed us with
the name of lMre Joha Walker, Curatoer eof Paistiags at the Natiomal
Gallery of Art, Washingtesm, D. C., and suggeeted he skould be

‘ o esensulted regarding the irevy sarving we aow have, beeause he
"\ ] ' is 4 member of the Amorieas Cemmittes appeinted by President
‘ Recsovelt to deal with werks of art stolen frem ememy ocuntries,
- and may e in a pesitien to help in the identifieation of the
: artiols.

,,.f
We will appreciate 1t 1f you will eonsult with Mr. Walker
and give us the benefit of any informatien he may be able
furnish regardiag thic. Am expressiem of epimion regirding
value will alse prove helpful. —

o
e
o
e

 Enelosure « _>—Very—truly youry, ‘
W (O

App, 3 A
LEROY B. POWERS,
il L) mm’ ‘;/“ |

T
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© Magor Crook, €D, Dept. of the Army. B s, 1048
v ' 20935, Pentagon Building e
‘B Mise ﬂﬂll ADO-QIE, Departmont of State .

Roquest for informntion about repoaztory in which léth f iij o
Century ivory diptych of Kassel Mnaeum wag stored. . ‘

3

l

In the uttaohad draft oable, the Daplrtment of State: haa ro- .

quested further information from:QMGUS on losses from the Reiohsbuhn

4 Bunker, Kessel, before requesting .the interrogation of Pravis, ~ju '
5y in mccordance with tha MPA&A OMGPS request. : -——ff” o

Travia is ‘the aoldier living in Daybon, Tanneaaee, about 20
miles from chsttannoga who brougit the 14th century ivory diptyoh of
the Kassel Museum to the U.8. It was sirrendered by Travis' brother
on identification to the Los Angoles Bureau of cuatoms.‘ It'will ‘be.

' brought to the Netional Gallery of Art, Washington, for return to
. . QOMGUS. The Bureau of Cuatoms, Treaaury Department, have full 1u— .
" formation on thiw case.-‘ - R

Mr. Theodore Heinrich said that the atatemant (GHG Kenae, uxa&a
_ Monthly Consolidated Field Report for December 1947) that the ivory
- carving had been stored and looted from the Bad Wildungen ‘Bunkers
" was erroneous, and that the ivory carving had been stored in the
Reichsbahn Bunker, Kassel, which had been lootod by Polish displaeed )
‘persona. : V . B

R
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DRAFT OF CABLE

-EXTENSION:

CLASSIFICATION:

CRYPTO. SYSTEM(Sh

DATE: Mar 22

PRECEDENCE:

ACTION OR INFORMATION:

THEATER _ADDRESS (ES) : NAME : )

TO: = FOR: FOR: _ACTION
{CONCURRED IN BY:

CONTENTS OF THIS DRAFT: 4 A ———— ——

L (COORDINATED WITH :

( : ,

DISTRIBUTION DESIRED: D/PO; OASA; CAD - State; CAD. :

NOTE: Submit this original in detail and ome (1) tissue copy of texti only. Double-space.

From Cg/CAD.

Re ¢omment on ivory diptych from Kassel Landesmuseum.in MG Hesse MFA&A MbnthlyA

Consolidated Field Report December 194%7. Diptych has been under formal detention Los

Angeles Bureau of Customs since 1946 for retuTn to CMGUS. Understand diptych was taken

from Heichsbahn Bunker in XKassel locted by Yolish D P's not (repeaﬁ ﬁét) ffom;%aé Wildungen

Bunkers. 5ept of State recuests cdescription of other objects missing from Eeichsbahn

Bunker snd all availeble information as to date =nd circumstances of loss, before recuest-

ing interrogation of kmiiﬁxxrsoldier who surrendered Kassel, diptych.

12

)

. MEMO FOR RECORD:
(Establishing factual
background and nec-
essity for cable)

4
v
o
s
. ,’ {"j
- ';‘: o
1,7
sy s
§ (,;«‘%{;J
Fat
L
t
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'3 March 1948

SUBJECT: Ivory Diptych Discovered in América

CTO: Commanding General

. Office of Military Government for Germany (U.S.)
APQO 7h2, c/o Postmaster ,
New Iork, New York

[ 3

1. Reference is made to letters AG 333 (Civ)(ED) and AG 007 (ED),
subject as above, to this Division, dated respectively 19 February 1948
and 20 February 1948, with reference to an ivory plaque now in the cua-

. tody of the Dhited States customs agent at Los Angeles, Californiao

. 2. The Dep&rtment of State advises that subject plaque is being
- forwarded to the National Art Gallery in Washington, D. C., where a
number of objects of art improperly removed from occupied areas are being
gathered together for packing and eventual shipment to- ccuntries of origin.

3. The suggestion made in your letter of 19 February l9h8 that &

thorough investigation of Mr. Howard B. Travis and his brother be made is

noted. Mr. Travis! brother is said to reside in Tennessee. The Bureau.

of Customs has in the past undertaken investigations of this nature., It

~1is believed they will be willing to make an investigation of this case if

they are provided with a list of the items sought. It is therefore re-

quested that you furnish a list of the other objects of art which were i
" removed from either the Reichsbahnbunker at Kassel or the Schloss at Bad &

Wildungen to be used as a basis of any interrogation of the persons who

may be suspected in connection with the removal of such items. , A

FOR THE CHIEF, CIVIL AFFAIRS DIVISION: o

Robéft L. Duncan
 Captain, GSC.
Aasistant Executive

P

COPY
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e lopsrtuent of Ttate wap infemad in & u%mr fm
Hurden of Castoss, lon. émm. to the Supervislng Cuetoss
Faitieore, MM&, Anted Tpoowber B, 1048, that a ws%ﬁ; mm
tw #irtyeh ked bosn dsteined fron ?ﬁsr. iﬁmm@ 5& %’mﬂm e
Sevartesnt of Shate in u letter to the fot
&mm thcexber P, 1947 petitioned f5r the m&&wim af ﬁw Wﬁ
feﬂ&m ea tm;a fvory diptydh.

x’%@ &WM was also faforned on Acly 34, 1048 of the
seizure by the loe ingsles Pwresk of & wxmm, Jowalled figuring
of o wen and wosley and in 5 letter to the e <waf%maary.
dnted sugmet 13, 1948 petibicoed for the miﬁaim of the soerusd
rmmm ot thie figuvine,

it ia By mwawa that these »orks of art be forverded mnder
the eneloved U, 5, Goveramemt BE1L of 3&&1&&“, S=30750, to the
Ympional Salluwy a£ Avt, Yashington, U, . for sxportation to
equniry of origin, In the esse of ﬂaew tws obisets from Sorsum
masezrs, they will be retwimed by the lops @,ts@fﬁia&w%@tha
domumente, Yine Arts and Archives sivobion af the Uffien of Biliduwy
Sovernsmat for Sevmany (D8} for mtﬁ.&uﬂm to the r&sghm owmiars,

ﬁ-ail@atoxj of Guwbome,
e  =’-»'. $§ﬁlm M&m@'{'
354 deuth Ywing

Hhrent,
Ioe Angeles 13, Ualifornis,
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Sinearely yours,
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N KEEPING w1th the US Government’s practice of The retumlof the rare books were made possible by the
returning recovered art to the rightful owners, sev-, University  of Pennsy]vama and. Prmceton Umversxty
eral German~owned cultural objects, found in the Umtede in New Jersey
‘States. were restored recent]y to the German Govem-— . “Many of these scholars in American museums and -~
ment’ ..o umversrtxes were deeply concerned 'for the protectlon
Brought to Germany by Miss- Ardelia R. Hall arts and preservation of historic and artistic property from
and monuments officer of the US Department of State, the beginning of the war. The art scholars in Europe,
* the objects included a- small. painiing of Si.. Katherme “jwho being closer to the impending dangers that threat- -
by. Rubens; -belonging to “the Kunsthalle of Duesseldorf ened, exerted continous and heroic efforts to preserve
an Eﬁ{ybtxan gold ring, dating from the- first “century. the treasures which we have inherited from the past.
‘A D, from the “Ferlini. Treasure of the Berlin ‘Museum; And with v:;orks of art and books that could be moved
a* fifty page manuscnpt in the handwntmg of Frederick - to, safety, they were ex‘rraordinarily ~successful. It is
" the Great from the- Prussian” State Archives, and rare only a very small proportion of the vast collections of

<books from the Prussnan Meteorologxcal Institute.) " Europe that escaped from their vigilant care,

Presentation was made by Dr. Edgar Breitenbach, “The: recovery of these relatively few lost pieces |
HICOG cultural institutions officer, at a ceremony in  comes about from the continuing interest. It can be our
‘Bonn May'16, and acceptance was by Prof. Franz Wolff-  confident 'expectation that the same concern of all
Metternich "of the ‘Federal Republic’s Foreign Office people and the same informed help of all scholars in -
Cultural Department. The Federal Republic was to re- cooperatlon :with the governments can combine to amél-
turn them, as soon as practical, to the institutions to - jorate and [limit the extent of the losses of movable

which they belonged. works of art and retrieve for. psoterity -these lost frag-
N AN acceptance note to Miss Hall, Professor Wolff—. ments of our Joint cultural heritage.”
Metternich said: “We all know only too well that in all Referrmg to the objects returned at the Bonn cer-

the confusion caused by a war the inherited treasures = emony, MISS Hall said: “As-you probably know, they -are
of art are exposed to great dangers and that many of Lnot the- ﬁrst works - of ‘art. to -be -restored- by the Unlted,
these precious objects that actually belong to the whole States Gover nment to Germany ..., Nor indeed will
world can be removed in such times from their original these obJects now bemg delivered to the Federal Govern-
location. ment ‘be-the” last {t is-a contmumg ‘program for the

“Buf we have made the very satisfactory experience recovery .of ‘Lhose ObJeCtS wWhmh through- one or 31’1-
during and. after the war that there are men of good other of the hazards of war became scattered and are
will in every country on earth, who — unaffected by the still missing. Should. they. appear .in the United States,”
passions of the moment — strive towards the reahzatxon every effort. ls~made ‘to récover them.. They are returned
of higher 1deals and towards justice.” through dxplomatxc ‘chahnéls. -to . the- governments ~of
the owners:"- - : .~ . tEND

1SS HALL,- in her remarks at the ceremony, said:

“I would like to point out in connection with the
Rubens and _the other objects how the success. of the
program m -the -United States has been due to the gen-
ierous and country w1de cooperanon of Amerxcan c:t—
izens- and particularly of American scholars in museums,
hbrarves and umvers:txes thh the agenc1es of the gov-
cernmeént.-

“The Rubens pamtmg was recovered thh the initial
assxstance -of - the Los Angeles County “Museum- in
California. The manuscr ipt of _Frederick the. Great was
referred-to-the Department of :State "on ‘the -advice of
Dr Theodore Allen Hemrxch a-former monuments, fine
arts and archives officer and- director of the Wlesbaden
Central Collectmg Point. The Egyptian gold ring of they

: Mcromc Period was recognized a§ property of the Berlin
Museum by one of-the. leadmg American- Egyptologists
in the Bo:,ton Museum of Fme Arts in Massachusetts

Ar article “Search for Looted Art” by Miss Hall was Examining .!some of the rare books returned from the
published in the September 1951 issue of the Information  ynited States are (left to right): Professor Wolff-
. Bulletin, along with a bibliography of premous articles  Metternich, Dr Breltenbach and Mtss Hall.

on this subgect {HICOG photo)

INFORMATION BULLETIN 18 o - JULY 1852
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and Salvﬁge of Artistic and Historic Monuments
in War Areas (the Roberts Commission) in May
made to the State and War Departments certain

. proposals for the return of cultural objects im-

ported into this country by members of the Armed
Forces. The text of the letter from the Secretary-
Treasurer of the Commission to the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Occupied Areas is attached as
Appendix “A”.

The introduction’ of looted ob]ects of art into
this country is contrary to the general policy of
the United States and to the commlt.ments of the
ted. States under the Hague Convention of

icumbent on thls Government, therefore, -

“every regsonable effort to mght such wrongs as ‘

may be brought to light.
The followmg program is proposed to- that, end:
1. The Department of ‘State should send to all

-museums, libraries, university departments of fine
arts, art and antique dealers and auctien houses

and . bookseller® a circular of the following

content

a. The respons:blhty and the desire of this Gov-

ernment to return to their countries of origin those
cultural objects which have been wrongfully taken
and brought to the United States during and after
the war;

5. A request that rec1plents of the cn'cular be
vigilant to note objects in that category,) when

. feasible to invite deposit of such objects pending

settlement, and to notify the Department of State
immediately of any obtainable information con-
cerning such objects.

A copy of a circular sent out some time ago by
the Roberts Commission is attached as Appendix

“B »

2. The Depamtment of Sta,te should address
letters to all known holders of such objects who
have been unwilling to give them up to the circu-

1 State~War—Navy Coordmating Commlttee. For artxcle

" on the Committee, see BULLETIN of Nov; 11, 1845, p, 745.

s o - 108147

Return of Looted Objects of Ard to Countries of Origin

MEMORKNDU'M BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT MEMBER OF SWNCC!

The American Commission? for the Protection

not satisfactorily answered.

nd i in case of ob]ects of .2 value of: $5,000 or.
‘ Fo

/éhlp or-the local mission does not wish to accept,

‘the State Department should make arrangements

- Department for transport to United States Mili-

- return.

larized groups formaMy requesting the surrender. ;
of the objects in question. R

3. In the case of objects having a value of $5, 000 '
or more the Department of State should request. |
the Department of Justice to bring suit under the
National Stolen Property Act in case a request ig

4. When the ownership of surrendered objects
can be easily determined and such objects are *§
known to belong in countries having diplomatic
representation in the United States, the Depart-
ment of State should make arrangements to have
the objects in questlon sulta,bly packed and de-

b Ie :

responsibility for return of: the property, such
property shall be returned to the United States
Military Government from whose jurisdiction it
was refnoved so that restitution may be made
through the usual channels.

5. When surrendered objects are determined to
belong in Germany or Austria or Japan or Korea

for suitably packing and delivery to the War

tary Government authorities in the country of
origin. Should conditions obtaining in a given
occupied country make it unwise immediately to
return a surrendered object, the State Department
should ask the National Gallery of Art to assume
temporary custody. .
6. The expenses of this program should be bome
in the following manner:

a. If the person surrendering a given object
acquired it while serving in the Army or under
Army jurisdiction, the War Department should
defray the necessary costs of return.

. If the person surrendering a given object
acqulred it while serving in the Navy or Marine
Corps or Coast Guard or under Navy or Marine
Corps or Coast Guard jurisdiction, the Navy De-
partment should defmy the necessary costs of

Department of State Buﬂen'nv

3
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‘ THE RECORD OF THE WEEK

“TAX-TREATY NEGOTIATIONS

jects may be obscure or suspicious and where thg’
. objects may be of special artistic importance, the
Commission would appreciate being informed of

the facts with as full and specific information as

. possible concerning the objects themselves and the

circumstances under which they ‘came to your at-
tention.

The above information will be made available
to the Customs and the Foreign Funds Control of-

. ficials in the Treasury Department for their at-
tention and any further investigation that may be .
required. The source of the 1nf0rmatmn will be

treated as confidential. K

It is, of course, obvious that no clear tltle can

be passed on objects that have been looted from
public or private collectlons abroad. Wae believe,

_' . therefore, that it is to the advantage of both pub-
.. lic- institutions and the trade, as well as for the
" ‘good name of this Government and its armed

forces, that any specific examples of looting of

WITH DENMARK o
. [Released.to the press February 11}

" A draft convention for the avoidance of double -
taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion with .
© respéct to taxes on income has been prepared after -
discussions in Washington between a delegation of

Danish Government -officials and officials of the
United States Government.. The Damsh delega—
tion is returning to Denmark.’
The subject of estate taxes was discussed, but no-
draft convention on this subject was  prepared.
The discussions were conducted for Dénmark

.i)y S. Hiort-Lorenzen and E. Thielsen, of the

Danish Ministry of Finance, and M. J. Clausen, of
the Danish Ministry of the Interior, who com-

.prised the Delegation, together with the Counselor

of the Danish Legation in Washington, Hans
Bertelsen. The United States Delegation was
headed by Eldon P. King, Special Deputy Com-
missioner of Internal Revenue. The Department

. of State was represented in .the discussions by
- Frederick Livesey, Adviser, Office of Financial
.and Development Policy, and William V. Whit-

tington, Treaty Adviser, Treaty Branch Office of
the Legal Adviser, :
The draft convention relating to-income taxes

. “Pipeline’’ 'Contracts;évoﬁtiﬁaeé frbm bayé 346 )
to purcha,se the material as surplus. -

;of art.or. cultural m&termls‘be brought-fto‘ , funded becaust?,lt has been

Senator Tydmgs, the forelgn govemments were - -

* larly in the case of goods procured under foreign

- mittee wishes any further mformatlon, I am pre-

will be subrmtted by the negotmtors to tham A
respectlve govemments for further conmderatxo 3
with a view to the eventual signing of the convan ;
tion if found by the two governments to b§ “'
satlsfactory

Foreign Commerce Weekly

6ig,m Commerce Weekly, a publication of the Depan.
ment of~ Commerce, coples of which may be ebtaine&
from the Superintendent of Documents, Government;
Prlnting Office, for 15 cents each:

in Basel‘ and Bern.

I
I

which has already :been’ mad :

mqmry by Senator ’I‘homas) only by. ‘Congres- i
sional action. Furthermore, as shown jn the sepa- "}
rate statement already mentioned,. the United
States Government would suffer .a.considerable®
ultimate loss becauseé of the small réturn that would
be | likely to|be realized, as distinguished from the
‘amount to be paid under the plpgﬁne agreements .
It is clear, furthermore, that.if, as suggested by

asked to pay immediately in cash for- goods which
the United States has contracted to sell to them
on credit berms, they would rather have. the ma-
terial declared surplus, because it might in many
instances. prpwde an opportunity to obtain it at a
considerable discount. This would be so ‘particu-

specifications. Such a result would be of ho bene--
fit to the United States. - A
Since the questions to which the foregomg is
intended to provide answers were asked by a num-
ber of the members of your Committee, I am
furnishing herewith extra copies of this letter for
distribution to such other members. If the Com-

pared, of course, to furnish whatevesr I can.
Smcerely yours,

108149,

Crpsres T. LANi;,
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| iBox 2

" In tho recove ofnnxhsrmmm,ﬁm spariment of
Flost cvoperation from the e crf wm.

the Curator of Prints of the Yew York Public Igbraxy, and the
mr&eanw:vinm’m - ,

. [_‘1. Qcmbar 3, 1047

Se

L

[
Be

e

Rovember 20, 1947

Dpcenber 29, IGNT

Jumnry 23, 1948

JW @. IW :

m:myj. 1948

Hebrusry 9, 1948

 Pebruary 10, 1948

-

Gongular Snvolce § @- > cartified at Prahs,
Czechoslovalda, Info from W Bbesny,
Proha, April 28, 19’4&

mmmtmmmmlmaxm
Piald, dedivered $o lr. Eefchuer, ﬁewfcnk. :
Wofmemﬁm'srm mlf 19h8

raat‘sor £ lir. Redck nér o Dep
asiring 42 ho 33 entitled 4o buy old books
m Birope and under what officiel end

mm ropoaat that ho b mutarLesd b
Departasnt wwwmwmm, 000,

mmmmummmms ,
interviewsd ir. Jockson at Houghton Libmw

and oxplained mmms poli@, sppointuont

Iuaﬂadmﬁma.

Letter foon Mr. Jaticson to e, Tyler, suying

he s ﬁmu on mmw

Reply £rom Dopar ; & to M, Juckuon expleining
Wﬁ'a poaition. o

Depurtnont tolegran Ho. 127 %0 Prahs, London

‘ Parie. anét ﬂomz ﬁm uin atmt
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10,

1.
12,

13

1,

15,

16,

17.
18,

19.

20,

: Eﬁqg 9 A
Entry nnDp9¢36T]
7 F|le maunL Pé

—-| Box 2

February 20, 1948

Aprid 6, 1948

T
april 26, 1948
(Monday)
April 27, 1948

April 28, 1948

April 28, 19’48
april 28, 1948
Aprid 29, 1948

April 29, 19“8 ‘

W 5 1948

‘:cttor Srom Ky, Jam to Mr, Tyler
ending,  "As fur us the | tmontt 48
szmmmmxmmw
trayeds®

mﬂmkadmmﬂwisha&.&m

¥81, Department of Justice. Vith no informs~
tion as %o the whereabouts of the Psalter,
mmﬁm&mmﬁm&.

ARH corisulted. wlﬂh thdef, Enforcement, Buresn
of Qustoms as $0 possidle sefizwe of book &f
nura@aarantrymm. nominndnma

" prw

Another mwmmwumm Juglkson
e ,,1‘,.—;;,;,5 m w M a’
consular invoics had baen issusd.

snt of mta memorandum t0 Baresu of
custm raqamm soprch for consular invaice
sptigation,

nt tel
M for wmﬁm on consular invoice.

ABH in Hew York, mmm Wﬁing Custons
Agend to consider d&fﬁmmiaa of 1mtwmom

ARH yequested fm Mr. Kerl Kup, Curator of
Prints and Bare Books in tvhe Hew York Publig
Librory,the published description and photo-
% Paalter. Photostats to he forwmrded
2 of Guntms to ald in identification

ADDEBASSY, Priha, tcﬁ.am Ho,. to Departoent
with t‘bll'mfmﬁnn from m& mvowm _

AMRIEASSY Proju, mepmm m.;@f;.c:mﬁmmm 3
Subject: Stolen Pr ty: Shipgmant of W1Lsy
Paultsr fraa Drenden® from ifaanhoaa.wm to
Hew York, withwef&maﬂarimemﬁ'?%?

Fralmmlwﬂp. %wmmwmmo
Buresu cx Customs, um to Hiw York ty telecen,

Latter from Mr, Jmn:m o bre i}vlar. wants
Pralter % exhibit on sy 9th, |

¥r. Jeckson called ARH end Mr, Tyler an phone.

|

egran #5830 to AMGMBASSY, Praba,
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22,

23,

2.

3.

I DECLASSIFED
huthoriy ALAVD 26,
| {’V«M Ma 7

¥ay 10,
Moy 17,
Nay 18,
Mny 26,
Hay 27,
Moy 29,
J‘wm 8,

June 8,

June 9,

Juna 11,

June 14,
Juns 14,
June 14,

June 16,

. RG _&
Entry NNDWO’H
- File maunz ps

K
L
il

1948
1848

1948

1248

1948

1848

1948

1848

1948
1948
1948

1948

— { BOX 2" o

Baresu of Gussma fmfmd Bspm'tmt

seisure of Paslter aﬂ'ecm&

Letter from State to Mmry petition
Tor remission of muad forfeiture.

Letter from iﬁreaﬁury t;o m:mrmmt with

' ;gu‘ raport of invaatimtiom

freasary to Baparmt - rolease of Pealter .

- to Dspartmm.

33&1:@ t6 Avmy confirming requeszt that Army
return Psanlter to Ameriean Zone.

Raply to xr. Kup, thsxsmng him for posist-
ance.

Memorandum requesting 3tsam Departuent
courior be designated to pick up Paslter. .

State to Buresn of Gnmtem (Mr. Leughlin)
requasting delivery of Paalter to ‘mam
Depurtment courier. ‘

Tel. Ho. 10O State to U Eﬁ.’é, Berlin,
(capy to Colonel Peters, m) reporting -
srrangemants being made for return of
Paalter by sir mwier.

Department of Burean of Customs (¥r. Stephens)
requeating that Psalter be delivered to :
Department aourier. |

B
Hotified by telephone that Psmlter had
arrived in New State.

Order for complete aimfil end. photo-
@rephs of Paaliar.

Mr. Baton of Rare Béak DMvision, Liltrary

of Congress, aluo i&eutiﬁed Paslter.

Tel. ¥o. 1380 USROLAD, Borlin, to Depart-
ment regarding clanaiﬁeiasim and publicity.

|
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- MEMCRANDUM O ‘THE RECOVERY agymmm MAINZ PSAUTER BY THE DEPARTMENT

.".

In sharp contrast with the’ cooparaticn the hpartment of Sta.to
hes generally received from Americen museums and libraries, it may
be asserted that the 1457 Mains Pealter hag been recovered by the
Department in spite of the lack of cooperation from ‘the mbrars.an of
the Houghbon Libraxy of Harvard University, 1 ‘ ‘

= In Janvary, Mr, mnwa A. Jackson, Libr{arian of the nghtm ‘,
Librery (for rare books) ceme to Mr. yler with the information that’
this valusble book of Paplms had appeared on tha Now York market and’
outlined hia scheme to obain thie book for his library., He deacribed
(4% as worth $250,000; looted from the repository of the Dresden library
during “ths warg imported into New York from Gzechnslavak.’w and {mplied
that it had not been declared, He Tefused %o divulge any information /
as to the whereabouts of ths beok, saying that it would be & violation J
- cof - tho confidanm that the *‘mfugae" book dealsr had plm,ed in him.

; Mr. Jackson proposed that he be .ﬂlm& to pacretly BOOETICEYS
purchase the book for $10,000, with the apprml of the Dapartmnt. :
that it be surrendered to the Governmsnt and remanded by the Department
of State t0 the custody of Harverd University under a trusteeship of
Horvard, the Library of Congress, snd Mbrgan Library The 1ibrariang
of the three institutions should dseide when 'ahe book should be retwn=
ed to Dresden. The Government, he stated, was ‘not to be relied upon
t0 assume custody of the book, ft ‘

. le wan willing to "ganble*, as he said, [the $10, 560 that he wcmld
be able t0 kasp the book indefinitely, for ten. twenty, or thirty yearse
He further contended that if we did not agree to his proposal- tr}p, bock
might be lost, mutilated, or returnsd imdiamly to EuI‘Ope ,f

In his determination to obta.in ths Paaltar. l%r. Jackson hag :
written numercus letters, made inmuserable telephons calls, and come '
to Weshington on two oocusions. On his visit to the Department om
April 23,1948; it wae learned that a consular invoim had been issuad.
Zhe Depariuent immedlately requested en imruatigation by the Buresu
of Customs, obtained the full information onm the congular mvoiee
from Praha, the Psalter was ssized by the Treasury Dapartmnt. of
turned over to the Department of State,, Arrangements have been nade
with the Department of the drmy to return the book to CMGUS. The
Uni ted Statea Political Adviser bes been netifisd of its S.mpsnaing
Z‘etmo - ) l

¥r. Ja.ckson does not know how we obtaimd tha necessary 1nfemat;ion,
He has ignored the repeated explanations by letter from the Dspartment
and in convefsation with Mr, Tyler and Miss Hall that the Uspartment
could only handle the matter in conformity with established policye
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A @R Hall

. We 1m from the Watu'y report, of thsir 1matig&tion thnt
¥r. Jackson informed the dealer that the Govermment might seize the
book and advised him not to surrender it but to "ait tight" until it
wag pickad @. :

I mlght add that Mr, 'Iylsr has fully supported the posmon 1
have consistently recommended. He has always arranged, if possible,
for me to be pressnt whenever he talked with Mr. Jackson on the phone.
"On one such occasion, Mr. Jackson became angry and hung up., .In every
possible way, Mr. Tyler showed the utmost courteay and patmnce in
daalina witll k!r. Jackson. : . o o
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LIBRARY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE , MASSACHUSETTS . i
THE HOUGHTON LIBRARY 0 F‘ H L

ASS%STAh. QHhT&RY

dEP 5 08 PH ?48
10 September lg%ﬁjﬁ‘r
7 ‘

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

The Hon. George Allen
~ Assistant.Secretary of State i

New State Building, Room 4168 '

2lst Street & Virginia Avenue
.Washington 25, D.C,

Dear Mr. Allen:

Herewith 1s 8 statement con-
cerning our side of the Psalter affair. !
I believe it to be accurate, and some- ‘
what restrained, Perhaps time will make
me less violent in the matter.

Sincerely yours,

108156
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L
‘ Anong the pow Mtim of the 13» tmont of Stats relatixg
to the protection and sulvags of works of art end objects of cultural
isportance is the recovery of looted snd dupemaa obJects which may,
-be brought to the United States. In conbrasy 10 other astivities . ‘
of the arts and monuments office, the mﬂmw of lmzad art in the S
Uniwd States i8 a msﬁ.c problem. ) § <
‘fhe Department of State has adopted m policies. i&m mm;
“deals gpecifically with the return of art which waa brought hoie by
. mambers of the armed services as war menira.(ugq% SHHCC 322).
mnsmmwmwmﬁmmm. have been
reported and recovered, m«mpolmyfox'umcmt -of intere j
national trade in looted art was drafted bWy the g&rtmnt of State (Bcon. mv.)
/ and 18 called the Tripartite Agrecuent of July 8, It s an
. agresuent among the U3, the K, mmelmﬂmaﬁsll Ruropes
eomm-iua Rnow pwt.’wipaﬁng. .

- The Tripartito A@'oomnt is an cutstanding mtn}m:bi
Governzent for the eventual recovery of objects lost in Wor
and still miseing. It is luportant that this poliqy be ef ]
carried out in tha United States, as tids counbyy -is; today, '
market for veluable cbjects. nommous sums of ' W m ba nvolvad
in the illegnl traffic of looted ars. 3\ '
of this policy will contr:.bnts to -the good mm of our cemtz'y. to the e
forelgn poliqy of the Department, and win the mt&mie of foreigz . &
nations, for cultural o’h.jacts are always charisbad. :

\
\

' These two poucies are founded upon :Lntamationsl ‘Lm and mter-
nationsl agreenents to which this Govermment is!|obligated. (I would
urgently recomasnd that thess obligaticns be given wider publictfy.)

~ But they are based above all upon the principls of respect for ‘the
inviolability of art and the integrity of cultural institubio: _;

by this cowtitzy long before thare were any formal cbligations to: reg

- 4ts In an American petition to the British to recover paintings
in the War of 1612, mxammzmmmmmwm that we
have “always teen at peacs with thesa, "

The Departmant of State has relied upon mmsm. li.bmriaa,
and universities for information regarding any object which comes to
their attention and is suspected of being loot, The Departuent has
received the most genercus cocperation frouw many mussums, which ks
paterially alded in the »ecovery of valuab}.e ohjacta. Bainly from

. public collestions abroad, \ :
N
A The 1457 Naimx Pual ter balm %0 the mndas B&bnothek ef
Iregden 1smmsmmozm¢mmwmwmchmm

5
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recovered undar ‘the Tripartite Agrecmsnt. It is muy ® national |
transure of the German people, pr.‘mtodink%ains Germany, owned Wy a
public inatitution. It iz one of the great exumples of the diacovery
of printing in Barope, being the firat book pmtﬂﬁ in col&’o It is :
ao wall lmmm that it would be zmsalmble. ~ B

%mturnofthisbmmmﬂsandto tha tmstoclyof the Monu-
ments, Finp Rrts, and Archives section, to place it on exhibition at
the Wiesbeden Central Collecting Point, where Oertian ovned collectiocns
are held, to give the recovery end return appropriate publicity is
in conformity with the Tripartite Agreement. It is believed that it
will further demsonstrate to the German people owr imtegrity in respect-
ing the ownership of works of sxt, It will elso demomstrate to other
Buropesn nations our efforts to carry out tho program of the Tripartite
Agreament. (The Department has elready informed the Czechoslovakien,
the Fronch, and the British Govermments that this valusble Psalter -
had appeared on the New York market and efforts wore being mads to
recover it. This was done when it sppeared probable that it would be
roturned to Murope.) It will eloo serve notice to intermational
dealers that thig Covernment is carrying thrmz@ with the announceﬁ

L policy.

Mo ‘*ewin this Psalter for any Yreason in the Uhited Stat;ea w:aulé..
1 beliave, have a dissstrous effect upon the teplementation of the
Tripartite Agreement snd upan @overment policies locking toward o fimal
and satinfactory post-—war setﬁmnt i‘ar all culmmi prope"ty.

Py . » C I

ADOIAREY
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The State Department and the "l457 Psalter”

| The 1457 Mainz Psalter is a book which is regarded by
those interested In such matters with élmoist idolatrous respect,
for 1t is the first book with a date, the first book with
colophon, the Pirst book with a primter's mark, the first book
with two-, indeed three-color printing, a.né the first book to
contain music (although this latter is insérted by hand); and
while th‘ez"aewa.re ten coples of it lmown, no ;copy, nor any frag-
ment of & copy, is :Ln‘ this country. It wom;i.ld be difficult to
estimate 1te proper wvalue, except to say tha:t if thé Library
of Congress correctly appraised the St. I’aﬁl copy Vof the Guten-
berg Bible at $300, 000, then this book is a‘i great deal more
valuable, for of the Gutemberg Bible there %&re more than two
score coples known, and eleven are In this chountry.

It might be more correct to say that there has been no |
copy here, since af the moment there 1s onej, a copy which pro-
perly belongs to the people of Saxony. It 'f:omes from the
Landesbibliothek in Dresden, and it is 'bhe tale of how this book ‘
came to this country a.nd. of what has happened to 1t since {mt
I wish to tell here. During the war the German Government sent
‘the' rere .books. from the Dreeden Landesbibli§thek for safe-
keeping to Czechoslovakié., When the G-armans were driven out of.
Czechoslovakia thes‘e books were left In CzeLh territory and wez;e

selzed by the Russians, Just as they seized'fthe Sistine Madonna

" from the ‘bresden Gallery, which is now in Méscow.v Apparently
; . | , '

1108159
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some Russian soldier "liberated” the Psalter while it was en

route to Moscow and sold 1t to a Czech bookseller, I don't know
how mich that bookseller pald for 1t, but according to postwar
Czech law it wes legal for him to own G-erma.n Government or private
property foﬁnd or obtained :I.n Czechoslovaélda. It was not legal‘ for
him to éxport it from Czechoslovakla witb.itmt a license from a buresu
established for that purpose.. ‘
‘ flf]g_is bookseller is a man of consigderable experience, and
he undoubtedly was aware that 1t would be possible for him to
extract from the book several leaves, particularly the first leg-f
with the great colored. initial B, and the. last leaf with the colophon
and printer's device, and to sell these 1eaves s without any necessity
of establishing provenance, for at least $[10, 000 apiece. That such
a Tlgure 1s not an exaggerated one can be %substantiated by the fact
that fhese leaves have been reproduced pexihaps ag often as any non-
11lustrated leaves of the fifteenth century, and yet no such leaf
is known in the Western Hemiephezfe;‘ siﬁglq leaves of block books,
even of the more common ones of which seve;ral complete copies are
known in this cou.n'bry, have sold recently f‘or as high as ga:,ooo,
and & New York bookseller has within ’che yea;r catalogued one-fourth
of & leaf from the 36-line Bible at 300, d.espite the fact that
there are in this country at least six sepgrate leaves of the
| 36-1ine Biblé, a book of vastly less hi’blibgraphica.l and artistic
interest than the Psalter.a ;
'I‘he Czech dealer, mowmg that 11: viras only a matter of time
until the Russilane took over hie country, al.nd realising the valué
of this_book, but also the difficulties of %selling it without a
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clear title which would bev 'recogr;ized intérna.tionally, wrote to
& bookseller in New York whom he knew, Mr.E Eerbex;t Reichner, ask-

ing him if he wcuid be mter.ested{ in sellihg a copy of the Psalter_.v-

| Mr, Reichner answered that of course he wc;zuld, thinking that it might
be merely a f_acsmle but being curious to lmow what it was all
a.bout‘.i Nothing at the time was said to Mr} ‘Reicb;ler‘about the
fact that this book came from Dresden and it bears no bookplate
or other mark of its provepahce.v About thle time the Russians
took over Czechoslovakla the book arrived :Ln New York by plane
from Holland, It had been sent with a conésular ihvoice which
contained several misstatements of fac;‘t: 1. that it was sold
and not on consigrment 2, that it was valued. at some $300* and -
%, that it was dated 1557 instead of 11&57.1 These misstatements
are lmportant mginly as teclmicalities, foa‘i:' it was on the basis
of them that the book was first seized, asiwill be later told;
but 1t should be observed that it is impossible to export books

printed before 1500 from a number of Eufope;an countries without |
very speciai permits from the government. éIt should also .b.e
noted that it is difficult, if not :Impossible, to export book:s
from many European countries without a d.efini'be sale 'being registered.
This 1is, of course, so that the countries may collect the foreigg
exchange:;‘ Nevertheless, these zﬁie-étatemenits made by the consigz:or:
in no way defrauded the U. S. Government but merely made it possible
to ship the book out ofvEurope.’ ' *

When the book arrived’ i.ﬁ New York Mr. Reichner was‘ somevwhat

terrified to find that it was obviously thel Dresden copy. It was
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in the original pigskin binding’and it lacked the several leaves

that are recorded as belng missing from that copy. BHims first

inclination was to return it to the Czecﬂ

dealer, but before doing

80 he decided to ask my advice about it, land one Sunday early last

. . i )
spring I called on him and was shown the book. It seemed to me at

that fime, and it still does, that there |is no question but that

the book belonge to the people of Saxony.

However, it seemed

then, and still does, that there is little 1likelinood at the

: y ‘ : :
moment that 1f the book were returned to Dresden it would stay -

: |
there. I therefore advised Mr. Relchner that if he would keep

the book in his vault and say nothing about it, I would approach

the State Department to find out whether they might approve theﬁ

keeping of this book in America until such time as it could be f

returned to 1ts proper owners in Saxony.

My reasons for hoping that this might be accomplished

were that despite the fact that in Europe

|

of this book, the bibliographical problems which it presents

there are ten coples

i

have never been solved, nor has any adequute reproduction of the

whole book ever been attempted. The major bibliographical;problem

1

is this, that there are apparently two editions both dated 1457

with entirely different settings and cont§ining different numbers
i

of leavgh, and the order of printing of tﬁese two editions has

not been established. The reason why the’book has not been -

\

[ : T
facsimiled is probably owing to the fact ?hat no copy is known in
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which the ink is not somewhat faded, and 'therefore a facsimile

cannot give an adequate impression of wh%t the book looked 1like
when 1t !ori'?ginally came froni the press, {To solve, if possible,
| both of these problems seemed to me & challenge which American
scholarship might accept. "
Shortly thereafter, I went to Washington and called
upon Mr, Wm. R. Tyler, an old friend, whc;E stateld that he was
in charge of such matters in the State Department, I obtained
from him a promise that no attempt wéuld ’ibe made to trace the
present location of the book without tell';t.ng me in advance. My
reason for this was that if the State Depértment should decide to
selze the book, it would be better to hav% it delivered to them
than to have the idgntity of the Czech boékeellerx-revealed to
anyone, for that man, who by sending this i'bbok out of Czecho-
slovakia in order to have it available whéln he and his family
could escape from the Russian Zone, would lé“be in very critical
danger if the Rqsaiana knew of what he had. done. - Furthermo:e s
Mr.' Reichner had begged me not to reveal h“is name if it ocould
possibly be prevented, because as a former cltizen of Vienpa he
‘had had. experience with bureaucratic officiale, and though now
an American citlzen he feared that such bu:rea.ucrats were of the
same type in Ameri'ca‘ as they are in Europe!f. If the State Depart-
ment attempted to trace the book, I knew tilxat they would ‘sooner
or later discover the consular invoice undx:er which it had been

admitted, and the names of both Mr. Reichnér and the Czech

|
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bookseller would then be in the files of various departments in
. | 4 '
Washington and might somehow from there get into the hands of the

Upon ‘receiving. this promise, I pr?posed that & trustee-
ship be set up congisting of the Ldbrariag of Congress, the L‘j.b—i
rarian of the Morgan Libfary, and the Lib?arian of Harvard, any’two
of whom would be empowered to declde when%it was proper for the
book o be returned o Dresden, and that %he State Department
approve that the book be pléced 1n the custody of the Earvard

Library under the control of these truetees, that no term Bhauld

be set upon the time the book should remain at Harvard, but that

that should be left to the Judgment of th? majority of the trustees,

At thet time I said‘that if the State Department would ap?ro#e of

such a trusteeshlp, Harvard would endeavo¥ to reimburse the Czech

bookseiler for his service to civilizatioﬁ in preserving the book
‘ i .

intact, ZLater I shall explain why I think this action important

. | B
not just in relation to this book, but in!connection with the .

recovery of all types of war loot,

t
| /f

Mr, Tyler at that time expressed his belief th&t~this
wag a proper request, and assured me ﬁhatlhe would do what he
could to see that it was sympathetically reviewed by the State
Department. A few weeks later he informed me that the legal
department of the State Department had been unwilling to agreé to
the trusteeship as outline& by me in our first conversation, In

order to make sure of the ethical grounds on which I was basing
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vthis zeq_test s I then consulted Justice Owe?'n Roberte, formerly

chairman of the Roberts Commission on Finé Arts Monuments. Mr.
Roberts assured me that he thought it prbéer, and indeed that he

i
thought since I knew of the existence of this book, it was my

‘moral responsibility to do everything in my power to see that my

proposal was carried throu_gh ‘i
Following my mterview with Justice Rober‘ts » I had a

conference "in Washington with Mr. Tyler and Mr. Huntington Cairms,

a former member of the Roberts Comission.% At that time I proposed

that, falling the acceptability of the trﬁ!steéship proposal, the

book be aurrenderéd. to the State Departmenib » to be received in the

name of the people of Dresden, and that it% be remanded to the care

of Harvard by the Staﬁe Department, with tpe understanding that it |

would remain there until such time as it c;uld. be safely ‘returned '

to the people of Dresden, that this act wcrlxld be publicly acknowledged

both by the State Department and by Harvar{jl, and that the book |

wouid ‘be available at Harvard for stizdy and facsimile. This pi*o-

posal Mr,. Tyler ag‘eed to take to the legal deparbm:ant and his

i P

'superiors in the State Department. ' ! S

After some delay I was informed tha'i:b this proposal was
viewed favorably by the Department, and I went to Wash.mgtbn to
st ‘ N
arrange the detaile. At that time I had a isecond. interview with

Miss Ardelia Hall, who is the officlal of the State Department

' in whose hands the files of the Roberts Conémissicn are kept, and
. | B :

who is directly responsible for the continxiance of such of the
| \

1
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activities of that Commission as are.car%ied on by the State
Department, At that time she was responsible to M¥, Tyler,
There 1s no question but that Miss Hall is devotedly trying to

: . [ .
carry out the purpose for which the Roberts Commission was formed,

~ which has been stated in the Tri-Partite Agreement as the return

of objects such as this Pesalter to the p%oper cowners. At the same
time, I cannot resist stating that Miss éall has some peculiar ideas.
Cne ig ?ygt there apparently does not exist an homest bookseller

or art dealer., Another is that it seamsiimposaible for her to
recognize that this Psalter is a printedgbook, of which there are
other copies in ex%stence, and not 8 unlque manuscript. This,

which woula seem 1o be a small matter, involves in hér mind questions
of international copyright and a good mapy other thinge which
effectually, it seems to me, prevent hef’from seeing such a proposal

as this one in its proper light. :

Miss Hall stated that while thelproposal appeared to the
Department to be feasible, they wished QO inform a representat;ve
of the Landesbiﬁliothek that the book wés to be remanded to the
custody of Harvard and, if possible, to obtain his consent She

stated that the present Librarian of the Landesbibliothek,
Russlan appointee, probably would not_g;ve his consent, but that
the former Iibrarian was in the American Oécupied Zone and would
undoubtedly be ﬁleased to leaxn that thé book had been recovered
and that it wculd be safely held for his Library at Harvard. She

d1d not say that it was necessary to obtain the consent of this
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ﬁerson, but that -it would be a cour'tecrus gesture to attempﬁ to do

so. A formal statement of the proposal ‘1 was thereupon drawn up by

Miss Hall and me and shown to Mr. Tyler,| and I was informed thgt
within a week oxj ten days word should be=l obtained from Germany of
the consent, and the matter would then bze put through. I was
-eager to have 11; accomplished at that tizzne a8 the annual meeting
of the Visiting C‘ommit’cee- of the .‘t:Iaz"a'e':\-:cdI Libfary would occur some

two or thPee weeks thereafter. ]1

1 ' :
Before returning to Wa.shington, but after hav:Lng been told

that the proposal was viewed favorably b;»,‘r 't;he S'berte Depaz-tmsnt s I‘
had cozmnmicated with the Czech dealer and. obtained his coneent

to accept $10,000 as full payment for a.l]% of his rights and interest
in the book, I 'beliév_e that such a sum ilts a proper one, not only
that thé Czech might n’ot some day appear,ilupon Mr. Relchner's crl'
‘Harvard's dooretép and demend the return ZOf his property, but

also because there undéubtedly are, in thlfa hands of private

citizens throughoﬁt Russian Occuﬁied Euroliwe, objects of great
artistic or historical wvalue, formerly Gei‘m&n property, such aa
this Ps&lter, which are being held, generally legally with:in the
country, by people who would like to use 'éhat property as a means

of establishing a credit outslde Russianuheld Europe. They woulé.
be encouraged to preserve such ltems unmﬁi]ated 1f they knew that
they could rece'ivé‘ not the full value, bui‘i some fractlon of it,

1f they brought such objects with them to !Hest.em Eux'ope.» | On the

other hand, 1f 1t is kmown that they cannot obtain any compensation

|

i
: ; :
! 1
- 1 .
}
t
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for preserving such items unmutilated, they will do one of two
things; either they will twrn them over %o Russlan hands, or

mu’cilate them in order to destroy all record oi’ provenance, and

no doubt irreparably damage the articles. The Treasury Depart-
ment, in its efforts to control smaggling, has for many years
pai_d & percentage to informers, If the inted States Government
~realiy wishes to preserve such cbjects asil‘thia Psalter and not
drive the trade in them underground and t[o such countries as the
Argentine, it would be well &dvised to consider the Dossi’bility of

paying some such token sum as was in this case arranged with the

Czech dealer, |

; , o
As soon as a figure of $10,000 was known to be acceptable

_ 1 _

to the Czech, I obtaihed. the promise of that sum from ten friends
l

of the Harvard Li‘brary, who were told that it was a gemble as ’t;o

how long the book might remain at Harvard but tha.t the payment of

such a sum was not unreasonable 1f the book should stay at Harvard

long enough for its bibliographical study tc'>v be completed, tha'b .
i s
meny other scholarly projects involved the payment of sums 'to
obtain the use of original material, snd that the $10,000 %:oula

be a falr remt if the work could be cmielé. through to its com;ple-
tion.. . | B i

On ‘the 23rd of April when I left Wiashington T had every
confidence from the &ssuxfancés of Mr. Tyle% and Miss Hall that the‘

matter would soon be completed, I d1d not|hesr from them in the

: i , |
next two weeks and telephoned sometime early in May, only to be
’ !
!
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told by Mr Tyl‘er.that the book was beingE seized by the Treasury
Department on the instructions of the State Deopartment, This
action was, of course, undertaken without regaxrd to the promise
that Mr.: Tyler had glven me that I should be informed before such
action was instigated. In the course of ‘a week or so the F.B.I,
tracéd the Consular Involce and Mr.. Reichﬁ_ner received a visit from
officers of the Treasury Department, who ﬁook him and the book to |
their Newv;York office, where the book was' seized and a receipt
given.’ He was Informed that it was seized on the grcunds of
technicalities in the papers, and that he had the right to protest
and make a claim, and that in the normal pourse this claim would be
heard, and that, as the Government had be;n in no' vay "def.rauded;

. |
there seemed to the New York officials no. reason why the book should

‘not be returned to him.. I will not go ini;;o the detaills of the making

of the protest and the claim, but merely state that the book vag
eventually turned over to the State Depaz‘{;ment by the Treasury.

By that time Mr. Tyler had been tré'ansferrfed from iéiashington
and wag no lohger in charge of such matte:-s, his successor being
the Hon, Geoi'ge Allen, Assistant Secretar;;lr of Sta.te.. mgfﬁ*ﬁllen |
and his deputy talked the matter over witl:it me on severalpccasic.mé‘
by tele:ihcgié, and informed me that a fina]l. decision on ;policir would
be made\x;*ithin & certain time, Whenever that date came, the
decision had stlll not been 'made, and T wais informed again that it |
would bé. made by another date. They also ;assured e thaf if the

/ !
decision should be adverse, they would grant me a hearing to make

:
1
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sure that the mattef had been properly conaidered. Nevertheless,

not having heard from them, I telephoned onf August 6th and was

’then informed that a decision had been made to turn the book over

to the Library of Congress to be helgi for Ijeturn to American Occupied

- Germany for storage in Wiesbaden, that the :declision was made on the

grounds that according to the Tri—-?artite Agreement the United States

Government had no alternative but to tum the book over to some
agency of the Government for temporary custod,v until the present
difficulties were se‘ttled and the book could. be returned safely to
Wiasbaden. Apparently, ,our optimistic S‘tajte Degartment thinks tha*;
_while the present discussions wifh Moscow are in progress the time
is not prcpitious for retmming this book bu‘b that as soon as
"things have straightened out a bit', it slhould be sent. In Mr.
Allenﬂ's mind this was only a matter of ‘a few weeks or months , and

he felt that there was no possible altem‘a;tive to this decision.

There has from the beginning been!no difference of opinion

£
f

' between the State Department and the Barvard Library as to the
proper ownership of this object. It beloﬁged and should belong
to the people of Dresden. But Dresden is‘ in the Russian’ (;:;cupied
Zone, the book was seized in Czechoslova}qia by the Russian army,
and.had""it not been‘stolen by a Rﬁssian soldier and sold to a
Czech bookseller,. would presumably now bé In Moscow together with
the other treasures from Dresden which are known to be there.,

The United States Government has no moral obligation regarding

this book, as it has in the case of the paintings from the Kailser

'
i
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Friedrich Museum which were selized by our érmy.. But it does
. have the respomsibility of seeiﬁg that eveﬁtually it goes back to
the people of Dresden, if when it goeé bac? it 18 likely tp stay
there. When the present Tri-Partite Agree#ent regarding war loot .
wvas made, our representatives‘apparently did not concern them-

selves with the problems that would arise %ifh regard to the return
of objects to the Russian chupied Zone, aéd apparently, if Mr.
Allen is correct, have so tied the hands of the Uhited States Gove:n-
ment that it must carry out blindly its obé;gations under thg Agree-
ment, 8o that this book, which might have been kept temporarily in
this country so that scholars could work w;ith it, must now go to
dead storage in Wlesbaden, where it can dé nelther the people of.
_ Dresden nor the people of Germaﬁy any poséible good, I might men-
tion that there are in the American Zone already two other'cbpies

of this bon, and therefore it is not a uﬂique item and need not be
8o regarded. | | |

In conclusion I can only say this, that if infthe far

more weighty mattefs of 1ntefnational rel%tions which facigour.
State Department today, our officials usejno more foresié;t in
making agreements, and are alwaﬁs afraid fo do even that which
they agree ought to be done, because theylwill, as they say,

"stick their necks out", if, even in mxno? matters concerning which

they have given their personal word they fail to keep it either
|

Wthroughﬂpressure'of other affeirs or plain forgetfulness, and if
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in order to make any decision on a large m%ttar or small they
must spend weeks and months ™in conferenceg, then the outlook
for the country in its increasingly difficélt forelgn relations
is dark indeed, |

[
i
i
i
'
i
|

‘Vm. A. Jackson
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Dr. Rudolf Berliner ‘
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A i
Dear Dr, Berliner: !

‘ o I am sorry that rou have get ‘bogged down in the
buck»paesing ‘of Government -agencies in Waqhingten, for I feel that
you will never again come out into the clear light of day. MNo one
down thers will admit to jurisdi¢tion in the field of works of art
looted in CGermany. /The Army should be interesteé in ecases involving
cinfraction of milita-y disciplineg but as ‘I am told that the rank- ,
Cing- military ghveinnor:i:in the city of Berlin was in the diamond- -’

“\ba@inags up to hHis syelids, and as I know thm* the gwme . &eﬂtleman )
appear@ﬁ 8L witnmss for the &efsnsa when hza HYonuments officer was
on trial fax demlin& in works of art, at which time the gentlemen
said that the accused sHoulE He dealt ‘with lendently because he had
na% ¥mewn' the Army regulatians ‘on the subjeet, I do onty know how- far
you will get with the ﬁepsrtmant ef the krmy.

‘ |

The . Bepartment of tha Tramsur* is nominally inter-
ested in mattara involving the impartat1cﬁ of materlal into the
United States without payment of custonm duties. But whon a univerw
sity professor temporarily angageé in Honuments and Fine Arts work
under military government,and black-marketing like mad the whole
time he was there, anpeared ‘to. have violated no cuatem regulations
ia his wholewaie shipment of books to Hew ﬂork the Treasury Departi-
ment &rgpped ita inveatigatian into that caﬁe.

The Eepartmant of State is thought by gome 16
have at least a kindly interest in the matter; alihough to the best
of my knowledge it has not yet succeeded in issuing e memorandum on
the subject which I an told has a@an aﬁ&iting typing fer well over
a8 yeal.s . %

I shall be glaa to know tc whon qu addresged your
inguiry after your consultation with ¥r. Washburn, 4if only to avoid
wasting my time by addressing the same cffica in the fuyrther inquir-
ies that you are now promptimg me to make.

%
I
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I shall be. delight@d to do anything I can to help you, although
I am afraid it is a losing battles Nothing was done about bringing
to Justice the embeszzlers of the Hesse Jewels until the story e
theirﬁ&kﬁfﬁ @wugam@xgyhed in Newsweek; 80O that you can see the
outlook is not vary gaaé.

Sincerely yéurs,

; woank L1l TLobrH . xd

i ~ T8 Yo musauld
gia@i to foordoB boplel sbodf
‘ £ essnehivers

boplel gbodl

Curator \
08 U~H SRR e e »_k
|
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84

| Oﬁice Memomndum « UNITED S';I'ATES GOVERNMENT

TO. : II_.I - Mr, r‘/ v ,~ i DATE: April 14, 1949
CFROM :-  ILI - Ardelia R, %11 -
SUBJECT:  Retention of Psalter.

cam*lmm |

With regard to the dententlon of the 145'7 Mainz Psalter in
the United States since it was seized by the Treasury Department
on May 10, 1948, I believe that the Department would wish to be
informed as to recent developments with implications critical of
the Government and Department. [ :

I have been informed from an outside source that it is generally
known- that this valuable book was seized by|the Bureau of. Castoms .
from a German refugee dealer and has not been returned to CGermany.

’ Recently five tapestries from the Bavarian National Maseun in Munich
and from the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna were surrendered to
the Bureau of Customs by a New York dealer, |Mr, M. S, Schimann, also
a German, under the formal conditions that they be returned to
Bavaria and the Austrian Government. I should regard such a
stipulation as to the responsibility of theiAmerican Government as
entirely gratuitous, except that the dealer is undoubtedly aware
of the schemes to retain the Psalter.

In spite of the fact that the Department initiated the
investigation of the five tapestries and under the usual procgdure
stands as the petitioner and takes custody of the objects, the
Treasury Department wrote that the Collector of Customs at New York
had been advised to release the tapestries to the Department of the
Army for shipment to OMGUS (letter from Assistant Secretary of
Treasury to the Secretary of State, dated Febma,ry 1, 1949.)

If the keeping of the Psalter, the only ob,jec‘t of great
importance thus far recovered, sh8uld be publicized, criticism from
other sources would surely be more outspoken. Any retention of ‘
looted art in the United States will mev:.‘cably be mlslnterpreted
by enemies of the administration. It would also have serious
repercussions abroad upon the international’ program sponsored by
the Department for recovery of missing loot|

It is, therefore, urgently recommended thet the decision to
" retain the Psalter for two or three years be reconsidered and that
the book be returned to the Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point with
the shipment of Berlin Museum paintings on April 23, 1949, It can
be returned by the Department of the Army at this time under special
supervision of an officer of the Na‘clonal Gallery under the most

Govemment. ' ‘ 1

OEX: ILI :ARHa11 b 1 |
|

108

}-_A
o?



v TR
A

i RG 57
\ ‘Entry NND%%C»’”

o0 “et File maunv piatk/
WWW,WBox Ll

THE LIBRARY OF CONCRESS |
VYashington 25, D. C.

0 | i
b R |

June 10, 1949

:Daar Mr.. Allen: ' s}

As you know, informal conversations have baeen gping
forward concerning a pa.rticular program of scholarly study and
use of the Dresden copy of the 1457 Mainz Pnalter, guch as 1s
contemplated in the second.parsagraph of youwr letter to me of
March 18. I now have an spplication for study and use from ~
‘William A. Jackson of the Houghton Library of Harvard University,
in a letter dated May 19, which reads in part as follows:

"May I formally, mmmofmmdﬂemse
Livrary request your good offices in obtaining the consent
of the State Departwent for the deposit in the Harvard
Iibrary of the Dresden eopy of the 1457 Psalier, which is
now, I understand, in your care? Thes Harvard Library ssks
for the custody of this great book in order to carry out

a program of study and publication which we hope will
result in the solution of a mumber of problems which ars
connected with it., In the first place, we wish to examine
this copy together with reproduction of all the other .
lmown coples, in order to determins the differences between
the two editions dated 1457, end their order of publication.
We wish also to use this bBook as a stimxlus for the inves-
tigatien of the beginnings of printing, and, for the first
time in English at any rate, to give & proper account of
the existing relics of the Mainz press prior to 14857.
these, there are several items located in private hands in
Aperican which have not been studied and which we hope to
include in our Wti@tion. 1

"Furthsrmore, we hope to solve the problems of repro-
ducing this mommmental book in facsimile. The technical
matters involved in that will be both difficult and expen-
slve, but it is ow hope that eventuslly we can succeed in

reproducing this bock for the benefit of scholars through-
out the world. . !

, #If the State Bopm'tmnt consente to the deposit of A
thiz book with us for the above purposes. we will, of course,
take such care of it as is fitting for a document of its
importance and valus, and we will regard ourselves as trus- -
tees and curators of the book for its real owners, the people:
of Dresden. We also sgree that if it shoum ‘become ama.tter

|
i
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of hlgh State policy that this book should be returned to
Germany, we will immediately consent to it upon request of
the Secretary of State, even though the studies which we
propose to undartake have not bean mleted "

It i3 my opinion that the pro,jach which Dr. Jackson
proposes to undertake is worthy of favorable consideration. I
know of no alternative use which should have a higher priority
, whila the book remains in the castody af t{hie ‘Govermmaent .

Pm-suﬁnt to yomr letter of March 18, I propose %o ask
_that President Conant sign the document in which Harvard would
undertake to fulfill the conditions under which use of the book
would bs permitted. Dr. Jackson hed told me informally that hs
‘does not anticipate that there would be an;y difficulty about
meating this requirement.

' It is clearly implied in Dr. Jachaon'a proposal that
- ths State Department should commit itself to the retention of the
Psalter by Harvard until the date of resumption of physical pos-
‘session by the Department for the sole purpose of returning it to
_the people of Dresden, even though the contemplated project might
have been completed. I camnot advime the Department to go quite
80 far and suggest that you reserve the right to demand the return
of the Psalter for the purpose of meeting unforeseen situatlons, = . .
diplomatic or other, which might require its reeall. In my opinion
' the Harvard Library would be equally competent with the Library :
of Congress to serve all purposes of scholarly study and use, and
1 foresee no necessity of reserving the right to the Library of
Congress to repossess the Psalter, except for exhibition purposes.
Dr. Jackson bas indicated that there would be no objections to
‘gatisfying this requirement should it arise. However, I think .
T should reserve the right for the Litrarian of Congress to require :
Harvard to satisfy legitimate demands for scholarly study and use
‘additional to the study and use proposed in conmection with the
Harverd project, and to demand the retwrn of the Psglter if in his
‘jud@ent such demands are not satisfied.

1 balievs that the conditions of saeurity and of protec-
tion from careless bandling which would swround this book while
it is in the custody of Harvard, would be wholly adequate. The
queetion of insurance is a difficult one in any cass, beceuse the
amount for which this bock would have to be insured would be prob~ .
ably as high as Dr. Jackson suggests in the memorandum which he

sent you last September, in the first paragraph of which he states
that “this book is a great deal more valuable® than the St. Paul
copy of the Gatenberg Bible which the Library of Congress is

a}.le@d to have sppraised at $300,000. Consequently, slthough
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RS balim that I sugaisted some time agp the requirexent of
insurance, I now recommend that you permit me to walve this-

~ requirement for the purpose and under the 'conditions mentioned
above. - The right ehould be reserved to the Librarian of Congress
%o insist on measures being taken which are deemed by him to be
required for the book's protection and preservation, and in-the
event of a fallure to comply with these requirements, to repos-
ans 1t.

1 deem such a situation entirely unlikely to arise. bat
: believe the reaarvaticn of pomr is dasimhle. ‘

Iou will recall that Dr. Ja.dman. in hie wnmmtion '
with you on May 13, requested that the Sacretary of State sign or

at least initisl the letter agreeing to the Harvard project. I
feel certaln that the signaturs or the initisls of the Acting
Secretary af State would be adequate for tha pm-pose

Sinmraly yours, .
|

!
i

Lut;her H. Tvens
Li‘m'arian of Congress
L

§

1

The Honorsble
Geor@a V. Allen

~Asgistant Searetary of State.
Departinent of State.

‘Washdngton 25, D. G.
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ILl:  Ardelia R Eall |
Daposit of m 1457 Paslter in tho Harvird Librery.

i

Insmmgxnmmmmrwummmwmm
agproving of the deposit of the 1457 Pealter in the Harvard
Lihraxythattha%arwaahaawmmwm- ;o
of gppropriate asthorities, I should eonsider it advisable to -
obtain the full coneent of the interested divisions of the .
mmtmmmmummmmum. The con-
arrence of tha latier may be ﬁumlaﬂy desireble in view
ﬁmmeirmtma the Anericen Sone of Germany,
All cultural property in the publie domadn in the Americen ’
zmmmwmmwmm:mmmmm .
mththaair«etiwwﬁanm&w , |

},f ! f
> ‘,; ] §
| L
CEX/D: Mr. Knox ; June 23, 1948
} L
|

‘ M a patter of ’y stmant ponw. I hma maﬁﬁ ont
again in the atkam memorandun o CEX1 W, Jahnstm, aam

Juns 22, 1949, the grave misgivings wiieh I have . o
the retention and mm.im’cim in the United States of m »

' Psalter, a looted object of supreme mltm'nl mortm romm- :
~ ed under en mwmtiml Prograd. ~ '

I

1
0
|

|
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LIt Ardelis H. Hell | |

% Retention and i’nhlxmtm af the 145? Mring Fanlm in the E
United States '

Po petain and % exﬁihtt the Mﬁ‘? Matng Panlter in Bhsa Co
United Jtakes bafore it is retirned $o Gormeny will place the
eniire progran of the Uripar tite Agreeasnt in Jeopardy. It le
the firet Loportiat wrk of art thut boas been rocoversd., It
is Sho first tims that the Uoverrmm$ hws mot the arful
arouwp of interaniionsl art snd book dealers whoee basiuess

cats serose all fronsiers wnd often 4s in defiance of the inter-
nal legialation da comiries exporting mmd inmrting an ahjoet.
(%m was true in the ease of the Psalter.)

. {he oxhibition and pubiicatfon of this rare Puzlter in =
. tha Unived Stabes will inevitally involve world-wide publieity.
Yo pablicize the recuvery of the Psalter but not She retarn to ;'
Wri@a&ﬁﬁnmmlmwmwmmmmm :
Gepurtmsnt of Stote to critwlm. P 4 ssdventoges to the.
United Staten Government of lending this ruve book iy :
- 4ipe should be WW velghed sgcinot wny possible mlm-w
o &ﬁvwze tmammwMﬁ Mmiwmmm |
T . ‘

‘ xtm@ummmmmmmmmmemmwml
mrmmaammmwmt.mm,mmmt
 cannot be exhibited with lmpunivy by en Americns public maseuwm
©or iMurery. The rightful owner, in thie case the Drosden Landes
 Siblothak, i certain W be yeadily recognised bty competent
‘schiolars. Yhe institasions would be subjected to severe ad-
" varse grisicion.  Looted objeots ore in mach the enme ontegory
-aaa:urgmmmwmmmwmwmm@mm_ f

o exbibit a lovsed o?a.jmm in sny repatadle fnesitation | -
and partienlnrly in one of the greatest libraries of the de :
Stabes e that of Harverd Mniversiyy will requive an uxplsuation
snd Mm es Lo why & looted object is rubained, exhibited,
poprodised or othervise belng umed. Ths retention snd wes of
looted worke of ard, however, cuanot be sdequately excused or
umlaimd when the Unlted Stabtes Govermsent bas formally ngreed

g0 policy of russitution of wir look %o countries of origin.
(Bisse obligntions of sho United Fiates Covermmant vegarding
the internantionsl prntwsian cf works of art have m miled.
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cumwdy. i% heo baen implisd that the Tnited Stases looted
these puintings. The Gerann cirater o socompanied the paint
ings on tour lectured in Homolmlu on|“"ihs Looted Gormen Painte
 imgs. ¥ l4fe ren » banner hesdiise to L6e .mrﬁmln ww amsn
Hotarne Coptared Gevnan gt t
e mpxmtim that Hwrverd Undversity e bmwﬂﬁng g
imericsh and world seholarsbip Yy the study and publiestion of .
this ook will Be worongly mumw by Amerionn schwlars who
consider thid eustoly of objsate of m«m& watorie and artlstic
importmce doow mot pormit thelr use. The tour of the Herlin
palntings even %o m&m money for m ohurity was vigorously
. opposed va these grouwnds By i”mi‘wm Hasen Hemgond and. Professor
Cherlos Le Kobn of Rervard lmlwwiw. Wy . Predoriex Llapp
of the frick Collsotion, mnd some one lmdred sther art suthori
tles who signed a petition sgpinet “\m&mg" ths Berlis paintings
for exhibition parposes. This mmt v elrmlntad bub wan
not pumeimﬁ. . }

:  Howevoer, zwiw ARy e.xmtwn or amw $ho :muxpnlam

- custedy sad returs of thls book s of| fires importunee.  As .
General Draper eald batove the ﬁm&«\ Commitben a% Ghe besring
- on the Jerlin puintings, there are prindiples which outwetgh :
the va:,msﬁ of m uwww thenealves. ,
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Washington 25, Ds Co .

June 10, 1949

Dear Mr. Allen. ‘

As you ]mow, infonaal oonversations have been going :
forward concerning a particular program of scholerly study and
use of the Dresdan copy of the 1457 Malnz Pealter, such as is
contemplated in the second paragreph of your letter to me of .

- March 18. I now have an application for study and use from .
. William A. Jackson of ‘the Houghton Library of Harverd University,

in a 1ette1‘ dated May 19 which reads in part as follows:

- Moy I formally, in the Heme of the Harverd Otallege
Library request your good offices in obtalning the consent
- of the State Department for the deposit in the Harvard =~ .
Library of the Dresden copy of the 1457 Pealter, which is
now, I mdarstand. in your care? The Harvard Library asks
"for the custody of this great book in order to carry out:
a progam of study and publication which we hope will :
result i.n the sclution of a number of problems which are
ecxmected with it. In the first place, we wish to examine
this copy togetber with reproduction of sll ths other
_known copies, in order to determine the differences between
- the two aditions dated 1457, and their order of publication.
We wish also to use this book as a stimulus for the inves-
tigation of the beginnings of printing, and, for the first
time in English at any rate, to give a proper account of’
‘the existing relics of the Mainz press prior to 1457, Of
these, there are several items located in private hands in
American| which have not been studied and which we hope to
include in our mvesti@tion.

- "B\n'thermore, we hope to ‘solve the problws of repro-
-ducing this monumental book in facsimile. The technieal’
matters imrolved in that will be both difficult and expen-
&ive, but it is our hope that eventuslly we can succeed in
reproducing this book for the benefit of scholars throu@-
out the world. , . o

If| the State Departmnt consents to the depoait of
thiz book with us for the above purposes, we will, of course,
take such cere of it as is fitting for a document of its
importance and value, and we will regard ourgelves as trus~

- tees and' curators of the bock for its real owners, the people
of Dresden. We also agree that if it should become a matter

108185
|Entry _53%83 %%"3‘*30 AL AV
Box /7~ W'mm
S : (31218871930

- S3AHOHY TYNOUYN 3HL 1Y Q30nQ0H43



§ e ——

of high State poliey that this book should be returned to
Germany, we will immediately consent to it upon request of
the Secretary of State, even though the stndies which we
propose to undertake have not been completed. "

It 13 my opinion that the project which Dr. Jackson
proposes to undertake is worthy of favorable consideration. I
know of no alternative use which should have a higher priority
while the bock remains in the custody of this Govermment.

v Pm'suant to your letter of March 18, I propose to ask
that President Conant sign the document in which Harvard would
undertake to fulfill the conditions under which use of the book
would be permitted. Dr. Jackson had told me informally that.he
does not anticipate that there wou.ld. be any difficulty about .
maeting this quuirement.. . ,

It is clearly implied in Dr. Jackson's prcwposal that

the Staﬁe Department should commit itself to the retention of the

Psalter by Barvard until the date of resumption of physical pos~
session by the Departiment for the sole purpose of returning it to
the people of Dresden, even though the contemplated project might
have been completed. I cannot advise the Department to go quite
8o far and suggest that you reserve the right to demand the return

‘of the Psalter for the purpose of meeting unforeseen situations,

diplomatic or other, which might require its recall. In my opinion
the Harvard Library would be equally competent with the Library
of Congress to serve all purposes of scholarly study and use, and

-1 foresee no neceasity of reserving the right to the Library of

Congress to repossess the Paalter, except for exhibition purposes.

-Dr. Jackson has indicated that there would be no objections to

satisfying this requirement should it arise. However, I think

I should reserve the right for the Librarisn of Congress to require
Harvard to satisfy legitimate demands for scholarly study end use
additionsl to the study and use proposed in comnection with the

‘Barvard project, and to demand the return of the Paalter if in his

Jjudgment such demands are not satiafied. ’

I believe that the conditions of aean'ity and of protec-
tion from careless handling which would surround this book while
it is in the custody of Earvard, would be wholly adequate. The .
question of insurance is a difficult one in any case, becanse the
amount for which this book would have to be insured would be prob-
ably as high as Dr. Jacikson suggests in the memorandum which he
sent you last September, in the first paragraph of which he states
that "this book is & graat deal more valuable" than the St. Peul
copy of the Gutenberg Bitle which the Librery of Congress is

" alleged to have appraised at $300,000 Gonsequsntly, althou@
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" Department of State

I believe that I sug@sted some . time ago the requirement of
insurance, I now recommend that you permit me to walve this

'reqairment for the purpose and under the conditions mentioned
above. The right should be reserved to the Librarian of Congress
to insist on measures being taken which are deemed by him to be

required for the book's protection and preservation, and in the
event of a fallure to comply with these requirements, to repos-
ess it. I deem such a situation entirely unlikely to arise, but
believe the reservation of power is desirable.

You will recall that Dr. Jackson, in his conversation
with you on May 13, requested that the Secretary of State sign or
at least initial the letter agreeing to the Harvard project. I
feel certsin that the sigpature or the initials of the Acting

' Secretary of State would be adequate for the purpose.

Sincerely yonrs. .

| Luther H, Evans !
Librarian of Con@-oss

The Homorable
George V. Allen
Assistant Secretary of State

Washington 25, D. C.
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Mm' Em -“@mt H; ia the wmunaiwuty‘ L

 Mareh 18.%13343‘; o
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Tatter from lr. s to i, Allen, datod Jume 10, 1999,
M, Jackaon proponem R . ‘ ]

L) Hmard College Id.brary requests tha cuetody of
- %he 145'7 Pealter of the Dresden Library in order to carry out -
a program of study and pnhlioation. to reproduce this monu-:
.mental book in faceimile. :

(2) wil rowd themaa}.ves as’ tmabeea. cm‘ators of
, the book for ite real owners,. the people of Dresden.

(3) We also agree that if it should be a matter of |
____Q ..P.Q:L policy that this book ahould be retwrned to Germany
mai %o 1% wpon m&L_ $he Secre-
a7 of State. . _

(4) Mr. Evans said Jackson propesed that the State o
Depm-tmont ghould commit itself to the retention of the Psalter
by Harvard until returned to Dresden Library. Mr. Lvans oo
recommendsd thet the Department reserve the right to demand
\ m—f&@He—dommd the return of the Pealter for the pm-posa

- of meeting unforesean situations

1
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Mr. Dvans praposes;

(1) Progect of Mr. Jackson is wormy of favorable considam—-

‘Vtion = as priority use use while in custody of this Governuent.

(2) I propose to esk that Preaid.ant Conant sign the docu-

ment in which Harvard would pndertske to fulfill the conditions

under which use of book would be permitted. Lilrary of Cong'asa
should require Harvard to satisfy legitimate demands for :

scholarly study and use additional %o the study and use proposs&
in the Harvard project. To demand return of bool 1f such demands
are not satisfied. ‘ o o

- (3) 'Department should reserve the ri@t to demand the

. return of the Psalter for the purpose of meeting unforeseen

sitmt.iona. diplematic or oﬁhﬁr. which migxt require its re-
call. -

(4) Iivrary of Congess should reserve the right to ra——

‘possess tho Pealter for exhibition purposes.

(5) Litrary of Congress ‘should requiro appropriate measures
be taken for the protection and preservation of the volume.  If
notffollwed.”the power is reserved to recall the book.
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FIME TABLE Q¥ IVENDS LEADING 70 REQOVEHY OF

THE 1457 MAINZ PSALTER,

‘ :ntharecmzyafﬁml&ﬁ?i&&ml’mm, thampartmntof
State received the filllest cvoperation from the Buresw of Customs,

“the Curator of Prints of the New York ?oblic Livraxy, and the .
Ansrican m‘na.aey in Praba.”

. otober 3, 1947

[2. Octover 7, 1947

.

N P +
:
by -

' To
go* )

E

Jemuary 23,

JW @,a

Pebruary 3,

February 9,

December 29, 1947

mmm@mmuﬁeamm

‘Cgechoslovakia, Info from Amarican mbaaw.
 Praha, April 28, 194§, |

Novenber 20, 1947

?mm arrived via Dutch Atrlmes a.t Lefuardia
Piald, delivered to Mr. wckmea Bew York,

Info fm mm'n mgm an 19948

Imtorfrmw’. MMMWB
Af he ie mtiueawbwaldbodm
tmﬁwapemdun&orﬁnsofﬁoulmd

legal raling,

" Letter from Department to&'. ma:m ‘

informing him of Department's position,

‘mchmmmwur. Jacikgen,

1948

1948

1948

Hr. Jm nmmma M. wurmking
mmwmmummmmw .
mparmt %o buy the Paslter for M0.000. 4

Miss Holl in Boston on official buuiness.
intorviewed Mr. Jackson at Houghton Librasy

and explained Depertment wum. appulntmnt

. lasted three howrs,.
1948

Lotter from Mr. Jackson to Mr. Tyler, wlng

he s "gtill on tmwrhocka

fram mpartmant to Mr. Jackaon mlatning

' Reply
mpartmt's ‘position,

Februsry 10, 1948

na@artmnt telegran Ho,' 127 to Praha. hoadun.
‘Paris, and Moscowt "US0ovt will attempt

Mf:: when present holder ascertained.

-howsver, Paalter may be retwnsd
to mmpe prior to any possidble Govi action,

 Hotdfy appropriate offics of Govy to whleh

RG

Entry _953%83 5335

you are aomdiwﬁ.
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10,

11,

1,

TR

16,

S ¥

18,

19,

2,

May 5, 1948

mmm :

Pebruary 20, 948

letter from Mr, Jacksan to Mr. Tyler -
"ag far as the Department is

conserned the 4tem might as well be des-

wad.“

,mmksdnnphmawuhw.&m :
¥B1, Department of Justice, With no informe=
timmtotmmmboutadmwtor. ‘
no action deemed practical,

..&BB emsnltsd with Chief, Mowt, Bureau
of Customs ap to poas&.ble selpure of book if
no regular eatry was made, mactiondsaned .

. practical,

hpril 27, 19&5 o

Apx'il as. 19&8’1’ 1

Another Whres hour interview with s kaacn |
who came to Department, ABHlearneathata
_cmmﬂar moice had been {sgued,

t of Stats memorandun %o Buresu of.
Cusgtons requsatmg search for cmular invoice
anﬂ. meau&tim.

' Dapartnant telegram §580 to AMBMEASSY, P:‘aha.

- agiing for information on consular :anniw.

ARH in Now York, utorvlmd Supervising Customs

Agnnt to amnidar difﬁculti.aa of mraatigation.

| ARH rnquﬂnﬁnd. fran h&u Karl Knp, Curator of -

Prints and Rare Books in the New York Public
Mhrary.tin published description and photo=
3 of Psalter. Phtmstats t0 be forwarded

R ‘of Customs to aid in {dentification.

April 28, 1948

pril 28, 19

April 29, 1948

aril 29, 1948

of boolk,

- BubJject: Stolen Property: Shipment of W1WS5T

. Paalter from Drosden’ from Cgechoslovekia to
va York, with copy of Mnaular ltxvoioa # 7032

'Praha telegran No, 580 dalivared hy hand to

Bm of Custama, sent to New York by telecon,
| 'Lettsr from My, Jagkson to Mr. Tyler,. mts

Paalter to exhibdit on May 9th,

108193
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T 1215871030 -

Lanren

,mm Gm\f .\3\

. AMBBASSY, Priba, mmm N0, 520 to Departaent
- with fR11 womauon from consular invoice. . ‘

. Wsr.rrm. Deepatch no.joaconﬂdannm

- &r. Jagk;aon called ARH and Mr, Tyler enf;mdna. o

t
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~ Juns 9,

May 10,.
May 17,
Mgy 18,

May. 29,

June 8

 Juneé 9,

iJm 11,

June. 14.

June 14,

Juns 14,

Juns ,16.

1948

1948

1948

1948
1948

, 1948

Buarean of &ustam mfomad Depm'tmant |
seizure of Psalter aftscted ,

.Letter fmm 8tate to Treasury: petition .

for reminssion of accrued forfeiturs.
Lott-er from ﬁ-eaﬁury to Department with

Lull report of investigation.

Treaswry to Depar tment ~ relmo of Psalter ox

to Departmant.

' State to Amy mnﬁming réquest that Army

1948 &

.1848

1948

1948

1948
1948

1948

mt.um P&almr to Ameriesn Zone.

,Reply to Mr. Kup, t!mnklng him for assm-

Mamorandm raquating State: Baparnnant A
courier be daaimzad to pidc w Pa@ter. ,

State to Buresn of Custams (Mr. Imz@ulin)

 requesting dalivm of Pealter to. Stats *
. Eepartmmt mm-iar. S

‘Tel. No. 1010 State to USPOLS

N (capy to Colonel Peters, € l tingi

ts being made for return of
Psalw by alr mwiw. o .

Department of Buresn of &wwma (r. &tephens)
requseting that Psalter be &elivweé to ‘
Depertment courier. ,

Notified by tolephone that Psalter had |
arrived in Bew State. ,

OUrder for camplete microfil and photo-
grapma cf Paalter. '

Mr. BEaton of Rara Book Division, Library
of Gamsm. also identified Psaltar *

Tel. No. 1380 USPOLAD, Berlin, to Baparb—
ment rogarding classification and publieity.

108194
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0]%06 M@Wﬂﬂdﬂm . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
eEx/E: Yr. Kno |

:* ILI: Ardelia R. Hall ,
Depoeit of the 1457 Pselter in the Harvard Library.

10

FROM

SUBJECT:

In stating in the attached reply to Mr. Evans that before .
approving of the deposit of the 1457 Psalter in the Harvard
Librery that the Department wishes to obtain the concurrence
of gppropriate anthorities, I should consider it advisable to
obtain the full consent of the interested divisions of the
Depertment and probably of the German autborities. The com-

carrence of the latter may be particularly desirasble in view

of the changing ciramstances in the Americen Zone of Germany.
All cultural property in the public domain in the American
Zone hass now been restored to German jnrisd.iction in amx‘danea
with the directive to General Glsy. A ;

As & matter of Department policy, I have pointed out
again in the attached memorandum to OEX: Mr. Johnstone, dated
June 22, 1948, the grave misgi vings which I have regarding
the retention and publication in the United States of the
Psglter, a looted object of supreme cultural importaneo recover-
ed under an hternational program,

OEX: ILI: ARHalltnms

o , DATE: June 22, 1949
Q‘KH“ ‘ |
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Oﬁice Memomndzmz . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

0 : OEXs Hr. Jahusteasﬂ #, ; DATE: June 22, 1949
FROM : TILI: Ardelie R. dﬁ'an ’
SUBJECT:  The Retention and Publication of the 1457 Mainz Psalter in ths
o United States
CONFIDENTIAL

To retain and to exhibit the 1457 Mainz Psalter in the
United States before it is returned to Germany will place the :
entire program of the Tripartite Agreement in jeopardy. It is .
the first importiznt work of art that has been recovered. It
is the first time that the Government bas met the powerful
group of international art and book dealers whose business :
cuts acress all frontiers and often is in defiance of the inter—
nal legislation in countries exporting and inporting an object.
(This was true in the case of the Pealter.)

The exhibition and. publication of this rare Psalter in
~the United States will inevitably involve world-wids publicity.
To publicize the recovery of the Psalter but not the retwrn to

the rightful owner will open the Govermment program and the
Department of State to criticiam. The dissdventages to the
United States Government of lemding this rare book gt this
time should be carefully weighed agminst any possible scholarly
edventages that may accrus to Harvard University and American
Sehalar Be

It might be pointed out in the beginning that under normal
 circomstances a looted work: of art, rare book, or menmscript
- cannot be exhibited with impunity by an American public museum
or library. The rightful owner, in this case the Dresden Landes
Bibliothek, is certain to be readily recognized by competent
scholars, The institutions would be subjected to severe ad-
verse criticiem. ILooted objects are in much the same category
es a forgery and would bring the same unfavorable comment.

To exbibit a looted object in any reputsble institution

and perticalarly in one of the greatest libraries of the United
States ae that of Harvard University will require an explanation -
~and defense as to why a lected object is retained, exhibited,
reprodiced or otherwise being used. The retention and use of
looted works of art. bowever, cannct be adequately excused or
explained when the United States Govermment has formally agreed

tc policy of restitution of wer loot to coumtries of origin.

(These obligations of the United States Goverrment regarding

the internatienal protection of works of art have been cwplled

and
CONFIDENTIAL
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ané. are to be published in full. ) Any explanation, as Mr. Jack-
son has been aware from the outset, must include the spproval

of the United States Govermment and the Department of State,

as on exception to the above-mentioned policy..

It may be explaiped that the exhibition will make the
object available to the American public, that, pahlmcation
will reach an even wider andience, or that it is being shown
for an admission fee so that in some way the German people
will benefit. None of these _excuses, hawev*er, are consistent
with the primary responsibi}.z.ty of this Govermment to care
for and return_works of art dispersed through the hazards
of war and to respect all the rights and prerogatives of the
owner in the da.splay and reproductmn of hJ.s artistic and
historic property. e

It ie, furthemare, not properly within the :}urisdlction
of thig Govermment to grant Harvard University permission to
reproduce and publish this volume. The unwritten rules of
courtesy between cultural institutions demend that the re-
prodnctlon rights of cultural 1nst1tutions _should be respected.

e e v b s

- The Psalter bas been fully. recorded by the ‘Department
of State, both in microfilm and in color photography, for the:
protection of the United States Govermment. It should’ be noted.
that research on the Psalter could be eppropriately pursued
whan vhen returned to the rightful owners; the German State,
as this object is in the public domain. Under normal peace-
time circuustances such a study could be condacted at any
time, in any public institution, wherever an object of this
importance may be. The 1457 edition of this Psalter could
be reproduced more profitebly and successfully from the copy
in Vienna which is in en almost perfect state, whereas the

- Dresden copy is incomplete, mutilated, and badly soiled on
the corners from use in turning the pages.

It must also be recognized that any explanation which is
given would be in danger of being misinterpreted. For example,
in spite of the fact it was widely announced that the Berlin
paintings were brought to the United States only for safe

~ castody

CONFIDENTIAL
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castody, it has been implied. that the United States looted

‘these paintings. The German curator who accompanied the painte
ings on tour lectured in Honolulu on "The Looted German Paint- ‘
ings." Life ran a benner headlines to its article "United States
Returns Captured German Art." ‘

. The explanation that Harvard University is benefiting
American and world scholarship by the study and publication of
this book will be strongly criticlized by American scholars who
consider that custody of objects of great historic and artistic
importance does not permit their use. The tour of the Berlin
paintings even to raise money for German charity was vigorously

- opposed. on these grounds by Professor Mason Hammond and Professor
Cherles L. Kuhn of Barvard University, by Dr. Frederick Clapp
of the Frick Collection, and some one hundred other art authori-
ties who signed a petition against "using" the Berlin paintings -
for exhibition purposes. This protest was circulated but was
not publidzed.

However, under any exception or excuse the scrupulous
castody and return of this book is of first importance. As
Generel Draper sald before the Senate Committee at the hearing
on the Berlin paintings, there are principles which ocutweigh
the value of the objects themselves.

OEX: ILI: ARFall:mms
CONFIDENTIAL
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Jaly 8, 1049

101 P - Hr. Sargeant
PROM:. 1/8 - thomas B. Bracion
SUBIECTs 1457 Psalter

I have had submidted for review o letlor written by ¥iso Ardelia
Hell to the fibrarian of Congress dsted Jume 23, 1849, and discussing
the conditions for depodit of a 1457 Peslter in the Harwrd University
Litwsry. The MWMQWMW to the Iandes Ribliothsk,
Dregden, snd iz elisved to have been lootsd during the war. It was
trensferred to & bookdealer in Ciechoslovakis and ahipped W hinm to a
bookdealer in New York under s faleified date of pudliication and 8
false wlmt&m. The BZurcau of {usiows soised the pselter and relsssed
1t %0 the Departmmt of Stata for gxportstion w0 e Office of MM
Covornment mx* Seymany under custows supervision. The Déportusnd, on
Augnst 10, 1948, delivered it to the custody of Ww Library of Conmgreass
for safokeoping until 1t becams practicaile to retws it to the Collec-
Won Center for the Assrican Zons &t mmmm. ¥r. Jackson, an
sgpistant Librarizn at Harvweypd Univergity, whils maagnimmg ﬁw u&w
of the people of Dresden, seeks t hsve the gmz.%r dapoad
oustody of Harvard foy an indafinite peviod so that & wogm of
research and putlication, including veproducticn in facsinile editien,
vay be carried out. Hy. Jodison hss requasted Lother Bvens of the
Library of Conpgresa %o uge his good offices o obisin the congsnt of
this Departsent snd es Hull's letier is in response to & regquest
fros ¥r. Svgng.

From & striotly legal point of view, it my be contended that we
are not violating the 1iteral terms of any interusiions) agreement in
making the volume availadle in the manngr contamplated. Yt may be of
sone asaistsnce to you, however, for us % ldentify corisin psrtinend
documents whioh in the past bave represented pancg determdnations by
tho United Statea CGovernmsnt in this rield,

The Unitsd Stgtes doposited ratificatiens of the Hagus Conwntions
of 1899 and of 1907. The 1907 Convention (Xv) (which, ss beiwsen the
Contracting Powsrs, 18 substituted for that of 1899) Lo similar fo ths’
of 1899. W¥ith respect W mili%ary aumnw upon tha territory qa.f Py

Wﬂ“’
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W, !.-ta reguls tisns pmma that privete property must be respsoted
and cannot be confiscated. Pillspe is fowmlly fordidden; the property
of ingtitetions dsdicated to the srts and sclences, even when Siate
property, is to be treated ny private property; and all saisure of, or
destruction or wilful damage done to institutions of thin charactar,
historie monuments, or % works of art snd solance 16 forbiddem.

It is worth m&ng mae ﬂm war Depaurinent hag mrpaww ﬁm&a
Hegus feguletions in its Msle Fleld Msnuel - fules of Land Harfare, ;
and that Directives to the eamndara of cur Docupation ﬁwm have mde
apeciel reforsnce to the preservation of works of arts. (Directive to
(omemnder in (hief of United States Jorees of Oceupstion Regarding the
mituy Govemnment of Gormay, J.C.5. 1067, Apri) 1945; Mrvective to

smander in (htef of United States Rorces of Occupation Regerding
the mnex;r Govermmont of mmzw, Juiy 11, 1947; Bsaio Initial Posb
Surrender Mrective to Suwruss Commander for the Allled Powers for the
Oceupation and Conteel of Japan, ﬁnm!mr i; 1845.) Purthery o
tolonsl Raysond, on bebelf of the Legal pivision of ma,fmaf
Hilitayy Governzont for GQermany, has rendered on opinion mz, in
the amw of a dedlaraticn of & paramount putdic interest; en
ecoupying power canmot unilaterslly expropriste archives and wria
af&r‘h. ¥hile ho found that, in vigw of the wmmmaxwm
ties, the Hugue Comwention (IV) of 1907 was inepplicabls, ‘
that muny of ite provisions were expressive of general pﬁn&m of
international Jow widch plase the turden on the veaspying power to
establish en owrriding public intereet in each cagée of remgval,

with vespect to othor kmxican Roputdlics, we also retified in
1935 a tresty shich provides thet historic momuments, masoums, wﬂ
sclentific, artistio; educational and cultursl instdtutions
considered noatesl and se such protwctad by bedligerents m& ﬁw& the
ssme respoct snd protection ghall be acwrded in tize of pEioe ss in
ting of war, :t% mw‘x&aa that use may bo made of a mm«ww m {erdich),

intemsl legislatian mmxy to insure satd pmﬁwﬁm anﬁ mm‘&

Somi of our sgremnts and declaretions bave ralated specifieally
to the retwn of looted property. In Jamuary of 3,%3, w6 wore parfy to
the inter-sllied doolmrstion against scts of dispossw wmﬁ.tm in
territories under enemy ocoupation ov control. This followed by
Adrticle ¥ of the Fnal Act of the United Hatlons ﬁamwam ?ﬁnmaml
Conference, Breton Woods which supported the ateps tsken by the Uniled
ﬂat&m for the purpose of locating end res ng Yooted property and
recommended that the Goavernmenis of 81l countries thore represented take
mongares %0 prevent ite transfer witbin terzitories subject o thetir
Jurisdiction. The United Staten wus yepresented &t Breton Yoods and
at the Ioter-American (enference on Froblems of War and Pasce ab
Haxioo Clty in 3.%5 which resolved that the countries there represented

adopt

1 n( O
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ndopt, reaffirs, ond implement the prindples and objections laid dm in
the Hroton Woods document, as well =& in the Declaration agpingt dis-
possession which pmmw it. Speciiicslly, we resolved ot ¥axico City
to take weskures o wacover, discloss and provent the transfor of any
property unjuwily obtaingd or taken in 1llke menmer by tho ensuy from
cothar peoples and mesgures for the mmum of such property to iis
rightil owners. Fnally, we became a party to the Tripartite Agrec—
ment with respact o the Control of ILooted Articles,; Payis, July &,
1946. Iy this agreement wo undertook o request neutrsl countries o
‘locate snd contaol cultwral property looted ty the ememy in countries
formarly oceupiad Yy it and to requeat the govameents of 1iberated
countries to fuxnish lists of spoilated articles, The sgreement atawdz

' "he governments of tho United States, ﬁrmt Brltain
and Fratice wnderline the usefulnsse which the application
of the shove indicated measures represent for the numm
sountriss ¢s well as for therselves and that they are
desirous of having the neutral couniries adopt them. ¥ach
government undertakres to effact all &ppropriate weasures
and will request the mwmamm of the Tibersted countriss
t0 do likewise.®

These dwm% show that ﬁm govarnment bas severel ﬁma mﬁm
the posim that war-looted propsrty shonld be returmsd to its tms
cwner. Rirther, we sve informed tlmt since the sigoing of the Italian
poace treaty, Itaz.y has been invited to participat® in the system
dstablished by the Tripartite hgreewsnt ty subsdtwing llsta of property
looted from it as well s by contridoting to the discovery of property
looted from other ommiries wnd lomted in Italy. In the opse of Sermany,
American ¥ilitary Covernment hes sent the Departmemt lists of looted
property and we have wade a pregtice of returning recovered articles to
the Amedesn Zone (pllgeting Point, SENCC 322, o memorandum Wy the %atﬁ
Iepartsmt Hembor of the State-War-Havy maxﬁinat&agg Commitise, recites
in paregraph 1(») :

* the. mpmsiwv and the desire of thip Government
to rotarn to thelr countries of origin those culiurel
objocts which have been wrempflly tsken and Wought
to the mim States during and after the war®

and mmw that g odroulay nﬁnmmm this policy bs aent to mmasm,
ubmrias, ate. '

It veonms, tsrwmmm that the aemmmta hore roviewed &8 wm aa the
past practios of this md othor lepartments offor cansideratls precedent
for tho prompt return of the psaltser rather then & loon to Harvard oy
other miveraities which may make similar reguests. A)though 4t is

impracticatile
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mmct&mwn to send the volume %0 Ivesden at the present tims,
adequate facilition for its stora@a md displey exisd at Yieatedan.
Under thaos cirawstances, the contomplated depoait at MHarverd

O wraily say oreate the impression that we hove appropristed
the volume for such mwwwm&mmm.
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' . DEPARTMERT OF STATE

OFFICE OF GERWAN AND AUSPRIAN AFPAIRS

July 26, 1949

ot P - Hr, Howland Surgeant o
- From: G4 - Bobart D. mupny | S S

uSubJect'

e originﬁi5draft of‘éhe letter to the Librarian of Gongrésa.

concurred in b7 GﬁB has been referred hack to me, tegether wlth a
) new draft boaring the date of July 21, Wt mneh prefar that an appr;sch
~ be made to the German art anthorities of the Amertican zone before the |
‘recovered Paalter 1s turnad over to Karvard Univeratty for study and
V‘repro&nctioa. ﬁ;.HBracken e memoran&um of July 8 makss out & etrong
li“caaa for this procodure uhich cannct be disregarded. It 1s probablo
vthat thn éarmnn art &uthcrities of the US gone would intarposa no
'objection if they were furmnlly notif!ed of our Govarnment'a intentlon ;v

‘o clnhwtx
A

the rscevere& Pealter withln a raaaonahle specified tims.

' 'Thia course of action wvonld seen to be most douirsble to uphold ths

good reputation we have enjoyed with respect to the preservation and

safeguarding of German art obJects. We therefore recomnend thatjthe

o

letter be dispatched as originally drafted, - . '

- Robert D, Murphy

GA :JBsam :AMR 3
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My 8, 1949 |

90 ? - ¥r. Sergeant
FROM: U“B Thomas B. nmm(
‘8‘3&1&6&! 1&5'7 Pﬂalter

I bave had aubmitto& for raview & lettar writien dy Miss Ardelia
Hall to the Librarian of Corgress dated June 23, 1949, and dlscusaing
the conditions for deposit of m 1457 Psalter in the Barwrd University
Iivrery. The volums in Question belengs to the Landes Bibliothek,
Dresden, end is believed to have boen looted during the war, Icm
Yrane ferred mawmzwmmmmawmmmmwmmn
bookdeeler in New York under s falsified date of publication and 8 =
false valuation. ‘The Bureau of &mtem wolsed the psalter and released
1% to ‘the Department ef Silate for exportation %o e N’ﬁmo:mitary
Governmant “for Germayy under customs supervision, The Dapartment, on
August 10, ma. delivered 1% to ths mw of ths Library of Congresa
: Mﬁaﬁ‘ \mm it becams pracﬁ.mmtarem ut.otheconee—-
ﬁ:m ‘Conter for the Americen Zons @t Wiostaden. Mr. Jackson, an
Aanﬁatant Librarian at Hervard ersiw, whils recognising the titde
of the paopls of ﬁreadan, mke t have the posltor deposited in the
’ mwy of &mﬁ for an ‘,*;fmt% peried so that & progrem of
nd putilica tion;  including roprodustion in fecsimile editdon,
ur. kasm m mmaatsd Luther Ema of the

‘ m a utﬂeﬂy zaw. w.m of view, it may be cantended &Mm
are not violating the 1iteral térms of any internstionsal agreemsnt in -
maleing the volume svailable in the manmer centesplated. It may be of
sous assietancs to you, howeover, for us to identify cortsin pertinent
doounen'ts which in the past have repregented policy &hm&mﬁm hv
- the miud Statea Govemmsnt an this field.

the Unitad Btatss deposited mt&ﬁ.onum of the Hague ennmtam
of 1899 and of 1907. The 1907 Oonvea tion (I‘z) (which, as botween the
CGontracting Powers, 18 subatitutsd for that of 1899) ie elndlar to thed
of 1899. Wﬂh ra&peat ﬁo mlnuzy mthor.lw w ﬂm mmmv of m

N eneny,
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m, ﬂa manlatﬁmxs provme ttmt prs.vafa pmpetw mt be mspoebd ,
and eannot be confiscated. Pillage is formslly forbidden; the: property
of institutions dedicated’ to the srts and saiences, even when State

- .propertyy, is to be itreated as privatn pmperwz and all seizure of, or

_destruction or wilful damage ‘done to institutlons of this character; .
' "hiswrio mmmants, or to wrks of art and sci.mae is i’orbidden. SR

L It 15 worth noting mt t&:o War Baparmnt haa inwrporahd these ‘
~Bagus Regulatlons in ite Fasic Fleld Janual - Rules of Lend Varfare, 1340
and that Directives to the Commanders of our Occupation Forces have made
speciel reference to the preservation of works of arts. (m.rectin to
Commander in Chisf of United States Forees of Occupation Regarding the
Military Govermnment of Germany, J.CeS. 1067, April 1945; Directive to

the  Commender in Chief of United States Mroes of Ocoupstlon Regarding

. the ¥ilitary Govemment of Germsny, July 11, 1947; Basic Initial Post

: ,1935 4 treaty which provides that historic monuments, musewss, and

Surrender Directive to Suprems Commandsr for the Aliied Powers for ths

. Ocoupation and fontrol of Japan, November 1, 1945.) PRurther, -

Colonel Raymond, on. bshalf of the Legal Livision of the Office of .

¥ilitary swemmnt for m:mny, has rendered an opinion that, 1.!! o

the absenee of a declaration of & paramount public interest, an

 cccupying powey ecamnot uhila*wmll.y expropriate archives and works

of art. Whils he ﬂnmd that, in view of the termination of hostili-

ties, the Hsgus Convention (IV) of 1907 was inapplicable, he resscmed

.. that many of its provisions were emmsaivu of gensral principles of

_ intarnational law which place the ‘burden on the oconpying power tn : ',
, atablish an owmm;; pubna mt@mt in am:h mn oi’ removales - L o

'With respect to’ other Amxd.can aapubnos, L also ratified 111 ‘
‘scientiﬁ.c, ‘ardetie, edn@tional and cultural institutions slmll be

eonsidered noutral and &s such protscted by belllgerents and that the

same yespoct and pmwat&m shall be acoorded in. time of pimce a8 in '

 time of war. It provides that use may @ made of a distinctive flag (Roerich),

. and the signatory and aeceding states agree to adopt the measuresicf

intemal hg:tslatitm negessary :Lnsum gaid pmtect&an and mspset. o

Sems of our nsnmnts ana doelamﬁons bhove relatod speeﬁ.neauy
to the return of Jooted property. In January of 1943, we were party to
the intor-allied declsration: ‘against acts of ‘disposeession commitied in

torritories under ensmy oogupation or control. This was followed by = . -
Article VI of the Final Act of the United Nationa ¥onstary and Financial
Confarence, Breton Woods which supported tho stnpa taken by the United
. Bations for the purposs of locating and ros ng looted property and
. reconmended that the Uovernmments of all. am&m& thare -represented take
| mBasures ‘to pmmt 1ite trensfer within territoriss subject to mir '
Jurisdiction. The United States was: mmtad at Breton Woods: and
Bt ths Inter-Anerican Conforence on Problems of War and Peace st .
mxioo City in 1945 whiah maolvad that. the countries tham mpremnm

a&opt_
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mpt, maff.‘im, and mplemnx the princlples and objaotions 1aid dm in
the Breton Woods doocument, ae well 88 in the Declaration againet dis-
_poesessicn which preceded 1Y, Specifically, we resolved at Mexico Giw
“to take wessures o uncover, diaclose and. pravent the trsmfar of any
pmper‘qy wnjustly obtained or taken in like manner by the enemy from

other peoples and 0" L ures for the restoration of such property to its
" rightful owners. Fluelly; we became a party to the Tripariite Agree~
" ment with respect to the Control of looted Artlicles, Paris, July 8,
1946. By this sgreement we undertook ‘to request neutral countries to
locate and contrel cultural property loeted by the enewy in countiriea

~ formerly occupied Wy it and to request the governmenta of liberated
o ‘emntriea to f‘amuh 1ists of spoilntad arﬁclaa. ‘e agmsnmt atateds

" The gommmts of the United S’mus, Creat Britain !
.and Frsnce underliine the usefulness which the spplication

of the above indicated wessures represent for. the liberated
sountries as m).l as for themselves and that they are

desirous of having the neutral ccuntrim adopt them, Each
government undertakes to efiset all appropriate measures

and will reguest tbe gowmmmts 0f the liberateﬂ muntri&a
'm do limo L

i

f?hesa do gumsm te ahm thst ’chia govammnt has. sevaral tinmes ‘taken
ma poaiﬁm that wnr-lmtad proparty should be returmnsed to ite wue
cwner. Mthar, w8 are mfom& that gince the signing of the Italian
peaae tmaw, Itsly has been invited to participate in the system

@stavlished by the Tripartits agreement by submitiing lists of gmwrw

looted from it as well as: by contributing t the discovery of property '
looted. from other countries and located in Italy.

In the oczse of Uermany,
- American Military Government hes sent the Department liste of lootad ~
- property and we have made a practice of returning recovered articles to.

the American Zone follecting Point, SWNCC 322, a mamorsndum by the State
Dopartment Member of the Stawar»ﬂaw Gaardinaﬁag Comitwe, raeitm
_1n paragraph 1(b) L

athy mspmsihd.liv and . the desire of this Government \
to return to their sowntries of origin those cultural o

‘objects which hawe been wrengfully taken and brought:
w the United. smm éaring and after the mr” ‘

and eu.ggaata that a ciremlar annmmoing thin poli@' ba sent to mmom, \
; librarias, ete. o v

Tt mmms, themfbm, t&mt the documnta hare mviwed as mll a8 tho |
past practics of this and other Departments offer omaidemble precadent
for the prompt return of the psalter rather than a loan to Harvard or.
other universities which may ‘make similar requeats. ' Although it is

hiprae@i cable
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imp;ractiwble to send the volume to Dresden at the present tims,'

adaquate facilitles for its storage end displey exist at Wiesbaden.

Urider these circumstances, the contemplated deposit at Harvard

”Eniwraiw may oreate the impression that we have appropriated
ﬂw volume: for such tim and purponea ag we dmm usafnl.
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December 2, 1949

Mr. Riley suggested:

A memo:

Painting out all information with a shadow on Jackson.
Recommending that steps be taken immediately to return Psalter
to Germany.

Refer to customs rule that it should have gone back in 90 days
and that it is our belief.thax it has crippled relations with
Customs. No other objects since the Psalter have, in fact, been
given to Department of State custody. |

Public relations aspect ivkw glve it to Harvard? Why not to
some bther nnivereity or any other bne? '

Enphasize its return, sxhibltion and study at wlasbaxien.

Checkvith Mr. Bracken and Wlnifred. |

108208
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c OFFICE OF THY UNITED STATIS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMARY - APO 807

Y Office of Public affairs,
Sad Nsuhelm, Germany.
Hovember 34, 1949.

Maing Psalter
Lettor from idgnr Sreitenbach, Chief MFAX, Sect, RCR Division.

3. The authorization for a fscsimile edition of 1457 Mainz
Psalter comstitutes indeed a very dslicste and difficult preblem,
particularly since 1t appears that the book was never on US
occupied ‘territory which would be the legnl basis for suthorizing
the renuest. lowever, the fact that the book is printed rather
than hand-writlen msy changs the legal sspect since the reproduction
of a printed book does probubly not reyulre such authorization.

Hr. Helmrich feels that upon return the book shonld be given into
bzileeshiy of the German Federal Covermment or to the Hesse Uovern-
ment should they still act es ballee for art property from the
ecstern zoue.

Furthermore, Mr. Hoinrich is hopsful that German authorities
might be able to trede the Psalter for the famous Hildegard von

Bingen menuscript belonging o the Wiesbaden Library and presantly
held in Dresden.

10‘3 09
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- SECRET . ‘
Oﬁice Memomndum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To . OEX ~ Mr. William c. Johnstone ‘ DATE:December 16, 1949
FROM. : JLI - Lawrence S. Morriscs r/\
SUBJECT: The 1457 Maing Pselter

N | The Secret steff paper, "The 1457 Mainz Pealter," containing
two racdnmendaﬁions formulated on the basis of new information

~ that the Psalter should be returned to the U, S. Zone of Gemany

 and that it should not be;‘remanded to the custody of Harverd Univer-
gity is herewith trénsmitied for your attention. An append'ad chrop-
ologica.l table of dncuments end the oomplete chronological file of |
documente acoompanies the paper. The folder on the Psalter borrowed
from P - Miss Lovitz is also returned herewiths |

Attachments:- "The 1457 Mainz Psalter' with
o appended '"Chronological Table
of Dccnments.."

Complete File on the 1457 Mainz ;
Psalter _

Folder on Psalter from P‘-‘ Miss Lovitz

an¥ | -  DEC 19 Rech
LI Lm. 16 GFFIE OF EDUOATIONAL EXCHANGE
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REPRODUCED AT me NATiost LA,

SECRIIT

-

SMORATTUM TO P - MR, SARGE

SUBJECT: Helinz Fselter

I recommend urgently that the De v‘z'***ont exercige its
ight to reguest the Iibrari 7 Congress to give this bock to
d e custoly of the De: ) trenegnittal to the Wiesbaden
collection center in Germn: irl courier in ovder *“L he
spertrent way Tulfill | wiione under the internstiondl
nts and Departrent’ sith respect teo the return of
looted objects of azt. "

e

he sbove recommendations result from a corp plete and
thorou,ggzl review of the files on this subject in widch there is new
evidence which lesds me to believe thnt under no circumstances
kﬂao_w the Departrent lend itself to By illeral or semi-illegal
tronsaections whi ch have o<~~en engs, ced in or ey be engsged in by

u. cson, the Assistent Librarian at Herverd U aiversity., In
G.nb thig decision it ie ﬁecc‘llf—,o., that the United States Advisory

Compission recomtended thet ‘_:e "soc;l« be \lmcaq in e cus L,cc.;f 01 the
Iibrarian of Cong nd th

very spec:u ic wm iitions, for *f’ e ”'o."“n of t‘n_-:-: 'bOr, e LﬂlVC‘“SltJ
m"‘ 2 veriod not to exceed two years, but et in any c e the

Look be returned to the Dene ft,ﬂc,nt tothe Departrent's recusst.

s to losn this book to
et ore Jc nvery 1, 1950,
OJO in contributions I'rom n

vear so tint such cgm; 1butions can

i, Jackson is press
Harverd for an indefinite »
in order tlhat he 287 obtein
donors vefore the firsd o;

A l” be ceuc*c. :

the bon-
ol “c om‘!-

oo bOd@

wm t:-.-':ﬂsr:e,ction

Tor 1ot heving (;ec‘
I do not feel tha . ,Mt“mt con L
which might result in the sction noted ab
who is to vey the $10, "‘0 to whom and
mey heve in this trensection.

.L

If you concur in this recomn *mfltion I ghall inwediately
vrepare the necessary request to the Library of for return
of the book to the custedy of the Denartiment an re glad to

the book is desymbched under

'™

take . the necessary achtion to see

e 1 UR 11
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Oﬂice Memomndum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To . OEX - Mr. William Johnstone DATE Jan. 9, 1950 .

FROM  : P‘— Howland H. Sargeant\%%@%f. . » . « - : .

sum&cm Balnz Psalter

Blll -1 suggest you take the Psalter flle over to ‘
‘the lerary of Congress -- or have the lerarlan of '
Congress come over to the tate Department and 91t~
down w1th you - and thrash out the deszrablllty of
| making the Psalter available to‘Harvard. Thls matter
has been cooking‘fer a long time and I hope to get it
settled once and for all. | .
ABefore‘this‘week 1s over, willtyOu'please assure o
- me that you have done everythlng p0351ble to settle

 the matter¢'

'Attachment.

Complete Psalter FllE»

P:HHSargeant:hg  1/9/50
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Oﬁice Memomnd%m UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

OEX/ZD - Mr. Johnstone‘ S o < DATE: J;a;luary 20, léSO

IL] - Lawrence S. Morris 4 X\X\V ' o /9 o

Ifjainz Psalter o ' VA}'A T\}\‘ (" ’v"y';i@h /(%é
o mmmEe YD gb‘ A

1. Is use by Harvard a violation of anyone's inter or sgree-
ment or any policy, regarding utilxzation of German obgects
while in our custody?

Is kind of use a violation of policy and length of use - twe

years?

Yes. .The obligations of th:.s 'Gevernment spemflcally
include only recovery and restitution of cultural property.
These obligations have been stated in the Inter—-Allied declara-
tions and agreements of World War II; in the directives of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS 1067 of April, 1945, and the directive
of July 11, 1947); and in the SWNCC memorandum 322 (Return of
Looted G’bgec’cs to Countries of Origin. Memorandum of the State .
Department member of SWNCC. Approved by SWNCC, January 28, 1947).

The obligations of the United States Government under
international law relating to possible use or utilization of

- property are found in the Rules of Land Warfare (1940), Arti-

cle 318 - 321 on 'Treatment of Enemy Property," where utilization
of all movable property, including cultural property and that
belonging to the State is strictly prohibited unless "directly
susceptible of military use."

‘I have been informed informally that this prmciple applies
in the case of the Psalter. '

8. 'Is book in public &omain?

Yes. The Psalter of 1457 belongs to the :Dresden Staats
Bibliothekk., It is a part of a public state collection protected
by German law. As such it is in the pu‘alxc dmnam and inalienable
and indefeasible.

5
&

3. United States Government is substitute for the mstbdian?

The United States Government in the United States and in

the American Zone .of Germany acts only as custodian or trustee

for

CONFIDENTIAL

108214
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for su.ch property, under the estabhshsd ebligat:.ons of inter—

nationzl law.
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MEMORANDUM TOs ;om:/n - Mr. Johmstons, . . DATEs February 1, 1950

FROM R : ILI La:wrenoe S. Morris (,‘f f/\ o

SUBJEGT _11;,:,5'meationl conoeming the Maing Psa.lter asked by
""" Dr. Luther Evans

, 1’11:!.5 is in reply to you.r oral request for anawers to thﬁ
following two questions concerning the Mainz Psa.ltar poaeci by
Dro EVW’ ) - . ; L

N Would use of the Ma.inz Psal*ber by Earvard Umveraity con-
stitute’ a v:!.elation of anyon,e‘s interest, or of any policy oonoemi.ng
the utilization of Germen objeota of art while in the ouat.ody of
this Govermnent? . v

. ‘Would t'ha dnd of use wnich would be ma.de of. the Psalter at
Barva.rd and the_ proposed length of use, that is, a.pproxima.tely two
yea.rs, consti’cute a violation of polioy?

4 o T q Mh}«l £
1. IS UTIHZATION\&rVIGLATIGN OF POLICY?

: No written sta.temen‘b of Depa.r'lanent polioy oxists wrrloh
touches apecifically upon the point of the utilization of looted
objects of art while in the oustody of this Govermnont. The meuno~
randum emtitied Return of Looted Objects of Art to Countries of

Origin, approved by the “State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee, on

Jamzary 28,. 1947 emits this aspect of the handling of such objeots.

. Thera have been. howover, oerca.in cases simila.r t-o the one. undar '
oonaidaration. which indicate olearly the unwritten policy followed
hitherto by the Department. The instance closest in charaoter to that
of +the Ma.inz Psalter is the case of the Naval Commander who, while in
China after the war, purchased. in good faith a number of valuable works
of art, including bronzes, from departing Japanese. After he had
brought- the works of art to this country the Chinese Govermnment lodged
& claim for them, which was recognized as valid. In conferences with
the Department, the Commander proposed that instead of returning cthe
objeots to China he ahould give them to Yale University. When
informed that this was ‘not poss:.ble, he proposed to lend them to Yale
before they were returned to China. The Department ruled that the
objects could not be so loaned and they were returned to China without
being made available to Yale. Another instance is the hendling of the
Beriin paintings, which were not utilized in this country for purposes
of display until after consultatvion with appropriate German officials.

In both

R-E~8-T-R-I-C~T~E~D
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In both of the above inatances the Depertment adhered to a
generally accepted primciple emong museums having internatvional
relations that any display or use whatsoever of. objeots of art or
-other oultural properties may be made only with the ‘consent of, and
in aocordanoe with the. conditions laid down by, the r:.ghtful owners
or their au‘bhorized representavives.

It is reoognized that the Dresden Staa.vs Biblmtek, (’cne rightful
owner of tne Psalter, is -now in the Ru.ssian Zone .and nna.vails.ble for
purposes of inqulry. . Nevortneless many Germans 4n-the western zones
will surdly learn of the action taken;. and the wisdom or unwisdom of
the deoision will ‘constitute ‘an additional -faovor aff'ecting the :
situation with which:HICOG must:deai in ocarrying out its. mission, . -
It is because of this that other ‘cultural objects looted from the
Fast Zone of Germany hiave beea .promptly returned to the Americen .-
Zone and placed in 1:he custedy ef West German officials. . - :

In the 1ight of the Department's action in “the " instanees
mentioned above, .one is-obliged to anawer Dr. Evans' first question
in the affirmative: :the proposed utilization by Harvard:University
would constitute a break with the unwritten policy follomd until
now by the Department.

Howsver, since the polioy in question has never been offioially
formulated and the number of cases involving the partioular point
under consideration is very small, it may be urged that the-policy
itself should be exemined afresh. From the point ‘of view of “the best
interests of the United States Government and of “the Department; el

taking inte account all aspeots of 'che simation, ahould the policy
be cha.nged? ' ‘ ‘ , Lo

'Had the objeot in question been }.oo’ced, or smuggled out, frmn
the territory of one of our former allies in the war or from a neutral
country, the-action to be teken would be quite simple. A note from
the Department to that country's embassy in Washington would state
the facts of the case and’ inqu:.re whether there was any objeotion to
the proposed utilization of the objecte If the object: had been
stolen from, say, the Louvre, it is quite lik:ely that en understa.nd:.ng
would be reached without difficulty with the representatives in this
oountry of the Freneh chernmeut. ‘

A deoision conceming tha wisdom of.‘ a given aot, however, cannot
be made in a vaouum, and in the present case there are two kinds of
factors which canxct 'be ignored. ‘The first ‘have to do with the
speocial relationship 111 which the United S'bates Government is placed
in regard to Germeny as an’ “ocoupying powerj the second with the
ciroumsteances of the introduction of the Meinz Psalter into this
country and, consequently, the appearande of ‘aid and' comfort by the
Department to' the smuggling of works of art.  Reports from the recent

American Libr&l‘y L
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American Library Association conference in Chicago and from

academic cirecles in Cembridge indicate that interest alresdy exists .
among persons in the world of books and art as to what position the
Dopartment will take in this matter. '

4 Unpleasant as it may be to look closely at the oiroumstanaeé in

the present case, it is necessary, in arriving at a decision, to

teke. into account the fact that the Department has been advised that

" the utilization of ‘ths Mainz Psalter in the wey contemplated will

result in the peyment of $10,000.00 to the New York dealer who con~
spired to bring the Psalter into this country, the sum presumably to
be transmitted by him in whole or in part to the foreign dealer who
smuggled the Psalter out of his country by meens of a false invoice.
If the Department of State, by authorizing the utilization for which
the book was illegally introduced into this country, is a party to
enabling dishonest dealers to make smuggling a profitable activity,
the prestige of the United States Govermment will be lowered in the
eyes of the oultural world and any attempt in the future to discourage
such illegel transactions will be rendered infinitely more diffiocult.
The Department. would in effect be countenanoing a violation of Federal
law and of this Government's commitments under the Hague Convention
of 1907 oited in the first paragraph of the SWHGC Memorandnm of"
Janue.ry 28, 1947,

The United States Government has taken the lead since World War II
in the recovery snd restitution of looted works of art. It has
throughout inveked the old common law rineiple that property acquired
from a thief does not enjoy a good title. At present the world kmows
where the United States Govermment stands in this matter but the moral

leadership it has won can be lost if it does not clea,rly and unmistakably

practice what it preaches.
2, KIND AND LENGTH OF USE.

If the ebove answer to the first question is’ soumi, obviously

it also answers the second question in the affirmative. If any

unauthorized use would be a break with the policy hizherto followed,
the kind of use and length of use are irrelevant.

The question as to the length of uss, howaver, does introduce
the problem oreated by the retention of the book in this country at
all. The Department has in the past endeavored to returm objects of
looted art as promptly as possible, and this policy appears to be
implicitly contained in the SWNCC Memorandum cited &bove. Other
cultural properties originally from museums in the East Zone of
Germeny have been returned to the West Germen Govermment as trustees

..for the rightful owners and are now on publioc display to the German

people. It is assumed that similsr display in Germany would be made
of the Psalter upon its returm. _

‘RECOMMENDATION

"RESTRICTED
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It is reoomended that the Maings: Psalter be returned to

Germany and placed in the custody of the West German Govarmnent,
without utilization in this coun'bry. .

! : o ' ' * * *

~ The information might be conveyed to Harvard University that
the photographio equipment at present at Marburg, and availsble for
use in reprotiucing rare books;,-is -among the best in the world and
* that the Department would be willing to lend its good offiges:in

endeavoring to. make arrangements with the German off‘icials eonoerned
for roprodnotion of the:Mainz: Psalter. «

‘The above oonsiderationa and recomendation are the result of ‘ :
joint consideration of this problem by ILI end GEA and repreaent
the oonsidered judgman'b of these two Divisions.

Attachment: )
" SWNCC Memo dated Jan. 28, 1947.

co: GEA = Mr. Baker

Cleared by phone
with Mr. Baker

OEX3ILI :LSMorris:dh
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OEX/D -Mr. Johnstone
ILI - Lawrence S\ Horris

Dr. Evans! Questions:sre Mainz Psalter

State-War<Havy Coordinatlng Committee Memorandum approved ‘
January-28, 1947 and printed’in the Department's Bulletin February
.23, 1947 (copy attached) contains ‘the most definite statement of
“administrative policy for return of looted objects of art, but
-omits any specific mentlon of utilization while in. Government,
custody or any specific statement concerning the speed with- whlch
the Government -will cawry out its obllgdtxons to gecure and return
such objects. - - : c

However, it is a generally accepted principls among museums having

international relations that any display or use whatsoever of objects of

art or other culturzl properties may be mdde only with the conssnt of,
and in accordance with the conditions laid down by, the rightful owners
or their authorized representatives., The Department adhered to this
principle in the exhibition of the German art sent to the United States
for safe-keeping. GEA (Mr. Baker states that though he is unaware of
any formal agreements or policy statemants which commit the Department
to this principle, it has followed it in practice and should continue
to do so. :

In view of the above, Dr. Evans' first question: "Is use by Harvard

a violation of anyone's interest, or agreement, or any policy re utili-
zation of German objects while in our custody?" must be answered in the
affirmative. Any use or display not authorized by the rightful owners

or him their duly designated representatives would be a break with the
unwritten® policy to which the Department has hitherto adhered. Since

"~ any unauthorized use would be a violation of the Department's policy,

the kind of use and length of use are irrelevant.

* The nusstion as to length of use, however, does introduee the
problem of the retention of the book in this country at all., Impllclt ;
rin "the SWNCC paper ¢ited, and heretofore observed by the Departuent .

“in practice, is the pollcy of returning identifiable cultural property
{to the country of origin as soon as poasible. Other cultural properties
originally from museums in the East Zone of uermauy have been returnad
“to the West German Government as trustees for the rightful owners-and
are now on public display to the German people. It is assumed that
similar display in Germany would be made of the Psalter upon its return.
‘ﬂith the concurrence of GEA (Mr. Baker) ILI theréfore recommends that
the Mainz Psalter be returned promptly. This would also relieve the
Librartan of Congress and any other government agencies of further

© pressure on this problen. /

OEX:ILI: TWSimpson:igjic
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February 6, 1950

MEFKIRAMM TO. ILI - m. MOE{RIS

| SJBJBGT‘ Q)J.estions Concerning the Mainz Psalter |

R | asked chk Cook to review your memorandum and I
have carefully renewed. it myself. I have several questions.

In your paragraph beginning at the bottom of page 2
you state that & decision cannot be mede in & vacuum and that

two factors. cannot be ignored, The first is the special relationship
in which the United States is placed in regard to Germany. I agree
that this factor mst be taken into account, '

- The second factor, that of the circumstances of the
introduction of this book into the United States,is a factor which
I am not so certain about, memory of the file is such that

1 I do not believe the statements on page 35 can be subgtantiated,
If 1 recall correctly, the Farvard librarian did inform us that he
l knew of the book's existence and he also made the statement a

mumber of times that he would take no action without the approval
of the Department, ,

e I refer a@.in to my conversation with Luther Evans in

which Mr, Evans and I agreed that res? onsibility for the use of the
book by Harvard could and should be dischargzed by t brary of
Congress under every possible safeguard, Mr, Evans stat

. n to negotiate a contract or letter of agreement with the
President of the University setting forth the terms under which the
‘book might be placed on loan to Harvard., I therefore feel that

the relationship of the Harvard librarian to the New York dealer is
extraneous to the problem., Since we have word from Germny that
there might not be objections to its loan to Harvard I am not sure
your final recommendntion is an altogether good one. It would seem

/to me that «what. we might do, as Dick Cook suggests, would be to

moke a new and official approach throu@ HICOG as to whetber the
German officials concerned would perceive objection in the loan of
the book to Harvard meking clear that the book would be returned
to Germany and if they would object to this we then might take up

the second part of your recommendation respecting reproduction of
the book in Germeny once it has been retujrned.

I know that what I say is contrery to your réconmenda—tions

gg{:é‘g

and it
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and it moy be that GEA's interest in this is such that my ideas
are invalid, However, I wish you would carefully reconsider
this in the light of our review and come up with a paper which
eliminates all question of relationship with the book dealer
» and which takes Into account one factor on which my instructions
may not have been clear, namely, what are the public relations
aspects of this whole affair? By this I mean I% we do spproach
HICOE on its losn to Hervard, will that hurt or not hurt our German
relations at the moment? If we do send the book hack immediately

will that help or hinder our Germsn relations and likewise would
it help or hinder our public relations in this country?

R

'Iam sorry to retm this for revision but I just don't
e . think we have an adequate paper yet. ,

Wililiam C. Jotnstone, Jr./- CEX

;
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s e | FEB 20 Reco
YO . DEX - fir. ¥illiaem Johnstone ,
e e T UBFIGE 05 EDUGATIONAL EXOH
S dentant e sernat OF EDUGATIONAL EXGHANGE
SUEJEOT: . DISPOSITION OF TUR EAINZ PSALTER

I have read the memorandum you transmitted to me on this
aubjeoi; uder dates of Februsry 13 and I conour in your recommendation
thet the dzins Psalter be returnsd immediately to the United States
Eigh Commisgioner . in Germany for appropriasts dlsposition in zccordance

. with establighed pelicies and procedures governing disposition of
looted objects of art. Flease tske the responsibility for initisting
the sctions that you outlinsd, including a letter from the Assistant
Seorstary of Stzte for Public affeirs to the Librarisn of Congress
and the necassary wmwﬁcaum and sotions wit&: BICCG..

It 13 mv m&smtanding fron your memersndum that Br. Luther
Evans, Librerian of Congress, bas epecifically comourred in your
reconmendation. : '

oot I8 - &r. Charles Hulten
ILI -« lr, Horris

Attschment:

Hiewo from Br.Jﬁhna%tm to kr, Sergiant unier dste of Feb, 13, 1950
. Kemo from . lorris to.ir. Johnstons of 2/10/50

* BIyiSION OF LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTES
" 1950

i
SECRET SEPRTENT OF SN
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February 15, 1950
TOx OEX - Wr. William Johnstone |
FROM: P - Howland H. Sargeent %H? B
SUEJECT: DISPOSITION OF THE HAINZ PEALTER | £

I have read the memorandum you transmitted to me on this
subject under date of February 13 and I coneur in your recommendation
that the Mainz Psalter be:returned immediately to the United States
High Commissioner in Germany for appropriate disposition in accordance
with esteblished policies end procedures governing disposition of
looted objects of art. Please tzke the responsibility for initiatin
the actions that you outlined, jncluding a 1e§§g£m£§gﬁ the As§1ntant
Secrestary of Stote for Public iaffairs to fﬁgwnlbrarlan of . Congress
éﬁﬁ“???“ é@s@% y”ﬁbﬁﬁ%ﬁlcations and actxons w1th niCOG

SR E

It is my understanding from your memorandum that Fr. Luther
Evans, Librarian of Congress, has specifieally concurred in your

recommendation. Ly, . ..
. J&;ﬁw“ﬁ '

FEB 20 Rec'D

ce IE - Nr. Charles Hulten :
1Ll - Mr. Morris UFFIGE OF EDUGATIONAL EXCHANGE
Attachment:
i A . e o

dr o Jobnstona-of 2(/1(}/50
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= CRAPH BRANCH DEPARTMENT OF STATE /
‘ INCOMING TELEGRAM ‘\[\T
fer 12 S 32 iW
i1 , CONPIDENTIAL 22000 Jr'» !‘JV-“‘ Tt A
: Astion ' FROM: Frankfort ) . Control 3805"
; T : o Reec?d April 11, 1850
: TO : Secretary of State ' : 12:54 p.m.
info ‘
. P NG @ 3030, April 11, 5 p.m.
: S%I, REﬂEPTEL 2390 dated April 8 Mainz Psalter.
SIA A R
‘DCR Present proposal contemplates turnover of Psalter %o

city Mainz by US High Commissioner June 24 on occasion

great festival celebrating 550th Anniversary Gutenberg

Birthday and 50th Anniversary Mainz Gutenberg-Mauseum,

Breitenbach will doubtless discuss plan with you during
hig present visit,

Proposal further contemplates retention book by city

- for unspeciiied periocd, subject of course to recall

" any time, or other HICOG order m»e disposition as indi-
catad 2804, We therefore prefer avoidance of reference
to Jtipulauod period of loan,

In view plan transfer June 24, suggest details be left
for handling by Heinrich afcer his return end April.

MCCLOY
BRHETMW

BIVISION OF LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTES

~ APR12 1950
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

CONFIDENTIAL /

PERMANENT RECURD EBPY THIS COPY MUST BE RETURNED TO DC/R CENTRAL FILES WITH

NOTATION OF ACTION TAKEN.

16-~52014~1 U, 5. GOVERHMENT PRINTING DFFICE
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FM USINFO WASHINGION DO
TO UFB/ISD BAVARIA MUNICH GERMANY
UFKC/INFO SERVICES BAD NAUHEIM |
STATE GRNC
ISD FOR WALLENBERG NEUE ZEITUNG ISD FOR ARNOT EDPROB 141705
PAREN FOLLOWING MATWRIAL NOT RPT NOT TO BE PURLISHED QM4 DISTRIBUTED
T0 GERMAN PHESS OR OTHERWISE MADE PUBLIC UNTIL OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION
THAT MAINZ PSALTER RPT MAINZ PSALTER HAS ARRIVED AT FRANKFURT ON
MCCLOYS PLANE QMA EXPECTED MORNING MARCH FIFTEEN FRANKFURT TTME
STOP AUTCMATIC RELEASE WHEN PLANE ARRIVAL IS OFFICIALLY CONFIRMD
UNPAREN PARA o I
HEREWITH MANSFIELD NEUE ZEITUNG SPECIAL STOP SUGGEST STMULTANEOUS
RELEASE BY EDPROBS AMERIKADIENST RPT AMERIKADIZNST CMA CREDITING
NEUE ZEITUNG AS SOURCE SCP PLEASE SERD COPY ALSO T0 FRAMK MILLER
RPT FRAVK MILLER GMA HIOOG PARA - |
WASHINGION MARCH FIFTEENTH DASH WITH LANDING OF PLANE THAT BROUGHT
UNISTATES NICOG JOHN J MCCLOY RPT HICOG JOHN J MCCLOY BACK T0 FRANKFURT
TODAY AFER ONE RPT ONE WEEK STAY IN UNISTATES GMA LAST PAGE WAS
WRITTEY IN ONE OF GREATEST AND EIGHERTO UNTOLD ART STORTES TO COME
OUT OF WOELD WAR TWO PARA
'SAFELY
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SAFELY PACKED AND GUARDED BY SPECIAL COURIER GHMA FAMOUR QT MAINZ
PSALTER RPT MAINZ PSALTER UNQT CMA REGARDED BY ART EXPERTS WITH
ALMOST IDOLATROUS ATMIRATION AND VALUED HIGHER THAN FAMOUR QT
GUTENEERG RPT GUTENBERG BIBLE UNQT (MA HAS BUEN RETURNED TO GERMANY
BY UNISTATES GOVERNMENT STOP PSALTER WAS PRINTED IN GERMANY ALMOST
PIVEHUNDRED RPT FIVEHUNDRED YEARS AGO PARA -

PHIS BOOK CMA RECOVERED BY UNISDATES GOVERNMENT FROM ILLEGAL ‘
‘va.m Possxsszm Q1A IS ONE OF FIVE (R SIX RPT FIVE CR SIX COPIES
- IN EXISTENCE STOP IF VALUE CAN BE EXPRESSED IN MONETARY TERMS AT ALL
CMA TIS GANERALLY ASSUMED 10O BE SOMEWHERE BRTWEEN TWOFIFTY &D
THREEFIFTY THOUSAND RPT TWO FIFTY AND THREEFIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
STOP W0 EPT NO OGPY XISTS IV WESTERN HEMISPHERE PARA

UNISTATES GOVERIMENT IN RETURNING PSALTER TO GERMANY IS UPHOLDING
ITS TRADITIONAL POLICY OF RESPECI FOR OWNERSHIP OF ctmm PROPERTY
SIOP TIS ALSO ADHFRING 10 INTERWATIONAL AGREMMENT OF JULY BIGHT CMA
ONENINE FOURSIX RPT JULY EIGHT CMA ONENINE FOURSIX SICP THAT AGRERMENT
WAS SIGNED BY UNISTATES CMA UNITED KINGDOM AND FRANCE SICP ALMOST ALL
FURCOPEAN COUNTRIES ARE PARTICIPANTS STOP UNDER ITS PEOVISIONS LOOTID
ART WORKS ARE T0 BE RECOVERED WHEWEVER POSSIELE AND ié;@mmp T0
NATIONS THAT HAVE RIGETWUL OWNERSHIP SIOP NUMBZES OF ART OBJECES
HAVE BEEN RECOVYRED AND RETURNED SO FAR STOP BUT MAINZ PSALTER
EXCEEDS MOST OF THE om& RECOVERED WORKS OF ART IN IMPORTANCE AND
IS BY FAR MOST VALUABLE PARA

FAMOUS
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FAMOUS BOOK IS TO BE HELD IN CUSTODY AND TRUSTEISHIP OF HICOG
FOR FINAL RETURN TO GERMAN OWNERSHIP SICP TIS PLANNED TO PUT PSALTER
ON EXHIBIT IN GERMANY AS SOON AS ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE STOP EXHIBIT
IS MOST LIKELY 70 OPEN IN LATE MARCH OR EALY APRIL PARA |

FINAL TRANSFER TO GERMANS WILL WRITE QT FINIS UNQT TO STORY PARTLY
CLOUDED BY THE SORT OF MYSTHRY THAT SOMATIMES SURROUNDS WHEREABOUTS
AND HOVEMENTS OF PUELICLY OWNED ART OBJECTS SO VALUABLE THAT THEY
ARE VIRTUALLY UNMARKETABLE STCP THERE ARE STILL, MANY UNKNOWN
DETAILS OF MAINZ PSALTERS POSTWAR TRAIL THAT WOULD BE WORTHY OF
EXPLOITATION BY WRITER WITH IMAGINATION CF SHFRIOGK HOLMES FPT 'SHERLOCGK
HOMES CREATOR SIOP QUESTIONS ARISE AT MANY STATIONS ALONG WAR AND |
POSIWAR TREK OF MAINZ PSALTER FROM ITS ONDTIME REPOSITORY OF
DRESDNER STAATSMUSEUM RPT DRESDNER STAATSMUSEUM CMA TO ITS DISCOVERY
IN NBWYORK CITY STOP PSALTER. VAS LOST SIGHT OF AFTHR TND OF WAR AND
FOUND ITS WAY ILLEGALLY INTO PRIVATE HANDS STOP IT WAS AIR SHIPPED
THROUGH TRADE CHANNELS AND ILIEGALLY IMPORTED INTO UNISTATES STOP
WHEN PSALTERS IDENTITY AND OWNIRSHIP WERE BSTARLISHED BY UNISTATES
GOVERNMENT QMA FAMOUS VOLUME WAS RECOVERED FOR RUSTTTUTION S0P THOUGH
UNIQUE AS ART OBJECT,(MA PSALTER IS ONLY ONE AMONG MANY WCRKS OF
ART SCATTERED OVER MANY LANDS QMA THAT ARE BEING COLLECTED
CMA IDENTIFIED AND LEGALLY CLEARED FCR TRANSFER TO OWNFR NATIONS
STOP IN CASE OF PSALTER THAT PROCELURE WAS FINNALY CONCLUDED FEW
WEEKS AGO AND SHIPMENT TO GERMANY WAS CLEARTD ON MISTER MCCLOYS PLANE

T0 FRANKFURT PARA
. MAINZ

108230
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HAINZ PSALTER CLATHS MANY Fmsms RPT FIRSTS IN BOOK PRINTING

AND THROUGHOUT ITS MYSTERIOUS AND LESS NYSTHRIOUS RECEND FATE IT
REMAINED UNEARMED AND WAS NOT EPT NOT IN THE LEAST DAMAGWD STOP ART
COMNOISSEURS IN UNISTATES ARE GRATEFUL FOR THIS FACT STOP ABOUT TEN
CENTTMETERS RPT Tl CENTIMETERS THICK QA NEARLY THIRTY RPT THIRTY
CENTIMETERS WIDE AND FIFTY RPT FIFTY CENTIMETERS HIGH (MA BOOK
RETURNED TO GERMANY IS moxmAs QT TRESDIR OPY UNQT OF MAINZ PSALTER
STOP IV YEAR ONEFOUR FIVESEVEN RPT ONEFOUR FIVESEVEN CMA WHEN IT WAS
PRINTED (MA TWO RPT TWO EDITIONS WERT PUBLISHED STOP ONE

WITH ONEFOURTHREE RPT ONEFOURTHREE AND ONE WITH ONESEVENFIVE RPT
ONESEVENFIVE PAGES STCP DRESDH&r CCPY COMES FROM FIRST EDITION GMA
BUT TWENTYIWO RPT TWENTWO OF ITS ORIGINAL ,
 PAGES HAVE BEEN MISSING FOR LONG TTME SICP CRIGINAL VELLUM RPT

VELLUM Bmﬁm IS STILL INTACT GMA EOWEVER PARA |

GRRAT ADMIRATION ACCORDED MAINZ PSALTER IS DUE TO PACT THAT IT

INTRODUCED INTO BOOK PRINTING PRACTICES THAT HAVE REMATNED ATMOST
GENERAL TO THIS DATE STOP TIS FIRST KNOWN BOOK OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION
CARRYING PRINITNG DATE SIQP TTS FIRST WITE SOCALLED COLOPHON

QMA COLOPHON (A INSCRIPTION PLACED ON ONE OF VERY BACK PAGES AND
MOSILY REFEFRING T0 LOCATION AND NAME OF PRINUING HOUSE SIOP TIS FIRST
TO CARRY PRINTERS MARK STOP TIS FIRST TO CONTAIN MUSIC CMA WHICE WAS
INSERTED BY THDIOUS HANDWORK STOP ABOVE ALL (MA TIS FIRST BOOK TO USE
TWO RPT ‘IWO COLOR PRINI THROUGHOUT AND THREE RPT THREE COLOR PRINT

ON SEVERAL PAGES STOP ITS VALUE ABOVE THAT OF GUIFNBFRG BIBLE IS

108231
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MATTER OF RARITY SICP WHILE MAINZ PSALTER EXISTS IN ONLY FEW COPIES
CMA MORE THAN FORTY RPT FORTY OF GUTSNBERG BIBLE ARE KNOWN PARA
PAREN ABOVE MATERIAL NOT RPT NOT TO BE PUBLISHED CMA DISTRIBUTED

TO GERMAN PRESS OR OTHERVISE MADE PUBLIC UNTIL OFFICIAL CONFIRMATICN
THAT MAINZ PSALTER HAS ARRIVED AT FRANKFURT ON MCCIOYS PLANE CMA
EXPECTVD MORNING OF MARCH FIFTERN SIOP AUTOMATIC RELEASE WHEN PLANE
ARRIVAL IS OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED UNPAREN ITEM USINFO END

“ | 14/17347
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AN OF MAINZ PSALTSR TO DRESDEN

. In a letter dated Jum 28, 1950, the Minister of Edueation Land -
Sachsen, Soviet Zone;, bas protested ths loan to the. Gutenberg Libraxy
of ‘the Maimz Psalter end demanded its retwrn to Dresden. Owr »eply

atated merely that formexr pessession of the Pealter by the Saechsische

Landesbivliothek {s uot disputed but that, pending an over-all setsle-
men¥ of the problem of displaced art and cudtwrsl ebjeeta, it cenmot
be retm*mda S

lt is not mwa how mnah eontrol the bcviat Anthm-itios stm

mmﬁse in t.h.aaa mattm in Saxnnm "

Ea are. miws o resover tha E&lﬁagmsﬁ Godsx md over smnty

consider opening mgatintim even on a German-to-German basis lest

sden and Pillnitz, bub are reluctant ta'

this raise the question of Prussian State and other Emstzome [reperty

held here ard in the British Zone. The quankity of known Hestem
property in the Seviet Zoms 1s very small and not worth  jeopardizing

our own holdings. It is pessible that the Hessian and Saxon Iqueation
Ministers could arrange & privats excharge of tie Codex apd paintings

for the Psalter. Question of epplication Articls VI af Mo Law 19 almo
arises. uey we hnxe yom' comments and advice?

 WILLIAM G. mumm o
- Shiat’g Proparty Diwision
o Gfi‘iw ‘of Emmic Aﬁ.’airs

. HRDrenay/ob

: “"THIS IS NOT A PERMANENT RECORD COPY., E!m
‘ mm 'in office files or destroy in aecordance wnh secunty ‘regulations. chmducﬂon of ths _message is not authorized,

Entry 5383 _Nﬁlyﬁ"'ﬂm\ E‘ s

. G3IASYII0

‘.Box 28 W(‘Lcmmi,\
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The Forelgn Service
of the
United States of America

« Anerican Embessgy, ‘
~ , A Belgrade, Yugoslavia
| o : ; ' October 30, 1952.

Dear Howland:

On my return voyage to Belgrade in May, I met on the boat a Nr.
Norman Hurrower, of Fitchburg, Massachusetts, wjo is a personsl friend
of Mr. Hofer, head of the Houghton Library in Cambridge. I told Mre
Harrower the story, as far as I knew it, of the Mainz Psalter, adding
-that I did not know what had finally happened to it. Ur. Harrower
gaid he would try to find out when he returned home.

Enclosed is a copy of & letter I have just received from him,
togetlier with a letter to him from ¥illiain Jackson in the latter's
delightful splenetic vein, containing the astonishing report tuat
the Psalter was returned to Soviet-controlled Germany, I can hardly
believe this is true, Certainly I myself never intended this result,
end if it did happen, I would like very much to find out how it came
ebout, The young ledy in the Department who was so concerned with
the return of cultural objects (whose neme escapes me at the moment)
assured ne beyond any question that the volume, if returned to Cermany,
would be held in a collection center at Wieshaden., A8 you may recall,
I declined to return it, even under that assurance, and turned it
over to Luther Evans for safe keeping until such time as the Depart-
ment felt conditions were appropriate to return it to Germany, I made
provisiong that the volume, meanwhile, could be studied by the Widener
Uibrary in Cembridge. I presumed iy might still be in Cembridge, but
Mr, Jackson's letter of October 17 does not indicate that it ever got there,
(Jeke Beam tells we that General Clay took the book back to Germany
after 1 left the Department, but &ake has no ldea how it got to the
Soviet Zone, if 'in fact it did.) ‘ &

&

Mr, Jackson has good grounds for objecting if the book was sent to
Leipsig. BHowever, if our conferences with him were fruitless, it was
chiefly beceuse of his stubborn rafusal to consider the matter reason-
ably and try to work out a sensible arrangement, Furthermore, his refer-
ences to the fact that the book actually belongs to the State Library
of Ureaden makes it appear that he was the champion for returning it
to its rightful owners, whereas you and 1 know that the whole contro-
versy arose becsuse we wanted to be certein of its eventual return.

o
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Jackson's heroie'effortd¥ to dave the book for scholarshipi misses

the point. When we first heard of the book, I was told he was try~

ing to buy it for $10,000, Hs began to spesk of its eventual teturn

to Germany after we pointed out that the sde would be contrary to

our international obligations. -

Jackson sgys the State Department violated a pledge. I do not know
what pledge he has in mind. But if the book hes actually been returned
to Soviet Germany, he has a point,
I hope you will enlighten me, There may well be aspects of the
case of which I am not aware, Perhaps the book was returned to Sowviet
control on the principle that we should behave properly even though the Soviets
do not, or because we hoped to wean the Hast Germans from the Rugsians,

I am aending a copy of this correSpondence to San Reber with
a request for any information he may have on the subject.

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

Signedf
George V., Allen

.

ce:  Mr, bamuel Reber
Deputy U, S. High Commismioner,
Bonn, Germany

Tw,

‘Enclosures: Copies of letters from

Norman Harrower and William Jackson,
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'NORMAN HARROWER
Fitchburg, MaSsachusetts .

Dear Mr, Allen:

You probably have figures I forgbt to do anything about trying
to discover the whereabouts of the Psalter, the interesting history
of whicli you recounted to me last spring on ourm wey to Barcelons,
The reason, howseer, is that Mr, Hofer, heal of the Houghton Library
in Cambridge, has been sbroad all. summer, and I have just been able
to develop ang xemavﬁexuh .

This anewer is unfortunately very meagre in detail. I did ses
Mr, Hofer last Saturdasy, who told me that to the best of his knowledge
and belief, the Psalter is buried underground at the present time, He
got that stéry in some way from a source which he believes but caanot
count on as belng accurate. , ,

So that you may have all the detail, I am sending copy of a letter xazekw:
received this morning from Mr. Jackson.

I hope you and your family arrived safely at Belgradsw.w

Sincerely,

S/S Norman Harrower

October 20, 1952 ' } 7

wind
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LIBRARY OF HABVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
THE HOUGHTGH LIBRARY

17 October 1952

Mr, Norman Harrower
Fitchburg, Messachusetts

Dear Mr, Barrower: |

Phil Hofer has asked me to tell you about the 1457 Psalter,
concerning which George 4llen told you, - I had several very inter-
esting but fruitless conferences with Greor illen and other Assist-
ant Secretaries of State concerning it, <*he tale of its final re-
turn to Germeny is a story of a series of frustrations, -

You may tell Hr. Allen that the last account I have had concerning this
Psalter is that it was sent to Leipaig, that is, into the Russian Zone
for exhibition., Whether it was ever returned I know not, though I have
been told that it bad not been returned, I have not seen the proof for
that assertion and only know that I have seen the newspaper clipping of
its display in Leipzig.

The book actually belongs to the State Library of Presden, now also
of course, in the Russian Zone, If you are in Cambridge youmight wish
to see the repcrt concerning this matter which 1 wrote on the conclusion
of my efforts to save the book for scholarship. It was to be rsturned
eventually to the people in Dresden, when it could go there ard stay there.

There is no c0py of this book on thia side of the Atlantic, nor any leafxﬁ
from it., It is the first book with a dats, tne first book with two
colow printing, the first book with a printer's device, and the first ;:f"
book with musical printing. It has never been reproduced in full, In
the course of attempting to save thai book, I have eveyy reason to be=
lieve at least one Han's 1ife was sacrificed through carelessness on
the part of the State Department and becauge they violated a pledge.

George Allen, of course, had nothing personally to do with thi's, nor

ig the State Department really responsible, emcept that its machinery
for doing anpthing is so cumbersome as to be, £t least in this cese,

unworkable,

o Very truly yours,

S/S Wm. A. Jackson

L]
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November 20, 1952

‘Dear mmmav ‘Alleni

!our letter to leand Sargeant of October 30, about ,
the Mainz Psalter arrived Just as he was about to leave
here for Paris where he is serving as Chairmen of the
U. S, Delagation to the Seventh General Conference of
UNE&:GO.

1 asked Miss Ardelia Hall, the Depariment's real exe
pert on the location amd return of lost cultural property
to give me the facts es she lmows them about the Psalter.
From what she tells me, it is a fact that the Psalter was

 transferred to Germany anrd to the custody of the Office

~ of the U, S, High Commissioner for Germany on Mareh 13,

' 1950, It has been at the Wiesbaden Larﬁesmusw ever
since, except for a brief paricd in 1950 when it was
loaned across the Rhine to Mainz, I am sure the HICOG
Publie Affairs staff eould confirm the present location
of the Psalter if you should wish to cheek with them from

Sinserely yours,

Joseph B, Phillips
Aeting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs -

i,
T

The Honorable
George V. Allen, A
American Anbassadm,
K Belgada.

Pv:lB‘HP;aftt'erson‘:idp

-
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American Embassy, :
Belgrade,  Yugoslavia,
- December-4, 1952,

Dear Mr. Harrower:

With refe?encé to my letter of November 28,;1 am
glad to inform yecu that I have just recelved:sthe: -
following report from the U.S. High Commissicn at ‘Bonun:

"I had some incuiries made here and am glad to
bLe. able to let you know that the Psalter was not .
returned to tast Germany. It is. at present with
the Hessische Treuhandverwaltung fuer Frueheres

Preussisches Runstgut, MEUES MUSEUM, in Wiesbaden,

"A Herr Or. Bien, telerhone Wiccbaden 26136

is the responsible person, should .anvone wish to .

consult the book,"

This successfully disposes of the rerort of yhich
Mr. Jackscn heard that the volume had gone to Eaét
Gernany, ‘ T

Sincerely,

ik George V, Allen
American Ambassador

prly

e
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GFPICIAL. CO TIONG TO

Amerlcan Embassy,
Belgrade, Yugoslav1a*~a
November 28&, 1952.

Daar Joe‘
Nany théﬁks~f0f'y0ur letter'of‘Névembér*ZGfrégarding
the Mainz Psalter. ‘1 enclose copies of letters I am

Cwritihg toﬂay to- Norman Harrower and to Alfred Boerner,
Publlc nffalrs Offlcer in Bonn. : S

c e

I‘m curious fo nall down this report of Jackson s
thau the volum@ is in the Soviet Zone. o

Cerdlally,

Joseph B. Phillips, Zscuire, ‘ 7
Acting ‘Assistant Secretary ' &
for Public Affairs, - o ST
Devartment of State,
Washington 25, D.C,

ﬁnclosufés‘ B L IR
Conies of 1eﬂ“ers to Nnrman Harrower

and Alfred Boerner.
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“American Embassy,
Belgrade, Yuroslavia,
Novemupr 28 1952,

”

Dear Mr. Harrower:

With further reference to your letter of October 20,
and my reply of October 30, 1952, rezarding the Fa;n
Pcalter, I enclose a copy of letter I have Just’
received from the Devartment of State, 1nd1cat1ng that
the book has not been cent to the %oyletvwone of uerﬂany
and has always remained in the American Zorne at 1esbaden
the Allied collection center, except for a brief period
in 1950 when it was loaned to Malnz, whlch is ilso in
‘the American Zone, ' - - - :

, Mr,'Hofer and Mr, Jacksdn,maytbe“iﬂ ere teﬁ in the
foregoing,.in view of the report Mr. Jackson had that it
displayed in Leipzig.

I am asking our Public Affairs Officer in Bonn to
give me a definite rerort on the exact present whereabouts
of the velume, since I'm curious to run down this story.

Sincerely yours,

George V. Allen

Mr. Norman Harrower,
Fitchburg, Massachusetts.
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American Embassy,
Belgrade, Yugoslavia,
‘ November 28, 1952,

Dear Mr. Boerner:

I have had word that Mr. William Jackson, Librarian $*
at Harvard, has seen a rerort that the famous Mainsz ”
Psalter was loaned from the Wiesbaden collection centgr

for exhibit at Leipzig and has never been returned from
the Soviet Zone, o

Since I was concerned with this volume dliring ny
last tour of duty in the Department, I would appreciate
your letting me know what has happened to it since it
was returned to Wiesbaden and what the intentions are
in its regard..

o ’ Sincerely vyours,

George V. Allen
American Ambassador

Alfred Boerner, Esquire,
Public Affairs Officer,
HICOG, ¢
,éﬁﬁgﬁ Germany,
ite “‘;“"‘{:f ¢
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March 31, 1955

Miss Ardelia R, Hall

Arts and Moruments Advisor
Department of State
W&Shington, DOC.

Dear Ardelia~

Thank you very much for having taken so much trouble to
collect the material on Goepel. I gathered from your letter
of January 2l that the dispatch of the material through the
diplomatic pouch was imminént., As it has not yet reached me,
I wonder whether it would be wise to look into the matter?

Enclosed I am sending you a copy of my letter to Mr. Clapp,
which is self-explanatory. It is quite incomprehensible to me
how Holzinger ever got hold of the Mainz Psalter, which if I
remember correctly was given into German federal custody. If
you can throw any light on it, I would appreciate it if you
would let me kmow, but please den*t do anything officially until

Herr von Beyme has exhausted all possibilities.

Sincerely yours, e

o ar Breitenbach

108
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OPERATIONS ME MORANDUM
TO: Departmen‘b of State « Washington D.Co - ate:  May 5, 1955 o ;
~ FROM: ' USIS - Bonn @M ‘ - | , ‘ }
SUBJECT: Loan of Mainz Psalter o - < o -
BEF:  A-932, April 'S, 1955. | %
{—_—' R USIS Bonn has reforred a c@y of‘ the refarenced inétruction to ——‘

the United States Cultural Officer in Mainz. He will inguire about :
the current location of the Mainz Psalter and any plans for its - :
loan or removale , S E

Meanwhile, USIS Bonn would appreciate clarification of the.
referenced instruction. It is not clear to us who may be expected
to request the Federal Republic of Germany for the loan of the
Pgalter and its removal from Western Germany.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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lflER*A:-ﬁONS MEMORANDUM 7,

TO: Beparbment ef State - Wa.shmgten DG -

FROM: USIS - Bo ﬂ

: -Loan of Ma:tnz Vr “ R
o932, April 5y/1955 and Bonn reply

» 1955, sub;jec'b "Loan of Mainz Psalter.

SUBJECT

2
B

\\\’:‘Fﬁ x p@rtan.m.ng thereto,

n% Psalter housed Landesmuseum of Hesse s Wiesbaden, ~
o jﬁg se; Ministry of Education considered to be guardian of Psalter
" lgc}a ‘i,s the. property of the Dresden Museums Professor Holzinger,
try of Education, Wiesbaden, is aware of interest of a U.S.
iolar in Psalter but to date has not located correspondence
Any request for loan of Mainz Psalter will rest,

~="however, with Fedaral Government in Bonn.
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