
', 

Allstrian . C1assifi-· Allthor / 8llbject / SizeReposi toO' 	.... cation" 
(4. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

88. 

Allnioh 
Nr. 

"13328 

'. 
13359 

13360' 

13361 

13366 

13368 

13371 

13372 

13383 

. 

13387 

.­ ~ 
-~' 

,~1,;394 

13396 

13426 

13427 

13432 

.Allssee '8148 

AllSSee 8179·~,.' 

Allssee 818Q 

,AllB.ee '8186" ' 

" , 

Alls~ee&~~8 

Allssee .. 8l:91
• • • • , • - > ~ ," 

AllSSee 8192 
~. ." ' ~.".' ,.' . 

,Allssee 8203 
.. ,' j' 

,Allssee 8~Q7, ,,-~ . " " 

t'. '," 

'Allssee 8214 

Allssee 8216 
. , 

, :' _:~. ~.~_ .:: • ., n', 

Allesee 82,46 

, . 

Allssee 8247 

Allssee ,~252 ' 

C' " 
,.~.' " 

~ ". '-I 

. ,~-, C,'" 

'.~ ~,~, ,,: ..~ /, . 

.Painting 	 Philipp Roath, 1898 
"Landsoape with lake",
56x'<S5 

Alfred Jlried1ander" "P1~derers at a 
vi11age":~::::89 x 55 

~ .:>:' ~.~ . 
Alfred ,J'ria:d1ander'" - "Slldden"'attaok of a 
village", ,'90 :Ii 55 

" :,,'S. Jakobsen '!>: 

"Village~landsoape at' 
moonlight", 110,5. x 85 

,~t , .' , Jll1illS Zielke 
·View of .Rome", 75 x 135 

.', " . 	
Theobald Miohall 

"Scenery with lake and 

fig~r~s", 44,5 x 36 . ,

"',.' 	 . 

, " AdolfL.!1.er 

"'Land~Qape with ripe 

",,""~" '2:9 5
'corn",'~,!'t-4,;,;x '" , 
, ',' ':) ;7' . 

Jan M8..D.cadam" "Laii~scape with, a ,man", . 
37' ~.~49': '. 

" . ";,.' ' 

Bernhard,Bdttersaok" 	 "Vi1lag'e:;landBcape" , 

.92 x .1()7,5 


Hans MSkart. 
"Palace-interior with 
dead lady", 117 x 87 ., Sohool of Olallde 

, 
torrain 

"J4ndsoape near a town, , 
2' 'men, fetching water", 

,85 x 85 

.11bet~;';.Zimmermann 

.*1nt~rlandscape in the 
f,ores,~:"at sllneet", 
97,,~ x, ';.r9, 5 	 . . .. ~ : ',.- .. 

• • 

w. schirmer· ," 	 "Medieval English.oastle
(Godwil-Oas-tle)", 15 x 19 

J. 'Schindler" 	 "Scenery", 23 x 29,5 

: : '.' 

- 6 ­

---~----~~~~-------------------0­

, .' 
, '-.' 
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- ~ ','" "' , , " 

: c, I: , :,,"
i-~___-:"':;,..."j~_----'_:.L:...-c,_", ....,_,_,.-:-:C, 

~u.nich Aastr'ian I Olassifi- . 
N' R' i't' 	 ' . Auth,or I SubJ' act I Size ~~r~.~,_,__~·~e~p~o~s~~o~rz~____~c~a~ti~o~n~',________~~'__________~_____ 

\' 	 . ' 

O. Wisinger-Flo~ian 
"Flowers with butterfly·,
3l,5x 21 

'J9. '1343a, A~ssee 8Z5~ 

" Mmr: Sail!u!Jer 
as"t:re-et·"i1't·a'·li,t~le ..-t.owa­
wi~.h ~old-womefPJ, . 
,~.c:.....-.......:z.n....J: .
- ,~ ,'~ '~~~ ~ 

, ' 


" 


91; 13441 AusBee 8261 	 in:dress"Achenbach, 1831 
",Sa.~l~~.,boats", 18,5 x 11 

92. 13442 Aussee 8262 	 . Oasp::j.N. Scheureil':"':," ·Farm~hciuse", 30, x 22; 5,';' 

93. 13445 Auss'ee 82'65 .. 	 Nom 
"Fishermen in a boat", 
32 x 23;5

" 
.~ 

,94. 	 i34+4' Ai1t!1e~~ 8ee.t; .. lie_aDe Ka;y 

JlG.i:f:'*r-*f·&»i-D@,-tJ..oweOP.aq., 
...1- ' 

95. 13447 Aussee f3.~67 Drawing 	 August Holmberg 
"Picture designs the heals 
of,the tobacco-College of 
.lre'dericI. ", 14 :x: 34,5 

Friedrich Voltz 
·":tan~s,oape with shepherdess
a'nd<'slj.e'e.p" , 57 x 79 

:. ,~" . .. . N ., :Ba~(~~,. 1810 
"Skati'ngon a river,. in 
front of town", ,76 :x: 60 

Gel'I!lan~Roman, middle 19 c.98. 13495 Aussee 8115 
"Italian garden-scenery
with village maids at a 

" 

fOQntain", 95 x 71.­
.... .,,-. 

99. 
.~~ 

13496 Aussee'83l6 	 W.Leistikow, 1905 
"Rain in Grti.nheide", 
93,5 x 73,5 

J,dsef Rebell100. 13498 Aussee 8318 " 	 ""Italian ideal scenery", 
99 x' 68,. 

J ~ '. 

J 0 s'e:':t·~';'R.e:b e11101. 13499 Aussee 8319' "Itati'an'landscape'with 
,fig~r~s·, 99 x 68 

''':- . '. , .', ~.',:' :;'r~"" 

102. 13501 ,Aussee' 8'321 ". Alexander vonOronhelm 
"M~Wltain,..landscape with 
wanderer at a brook", . 
74, x- 101 

;. Oare11a, .1836 103.' 13504 lli~see 8"24 "Seashore with figures", 
58 x 36 

-7 

.?/ .. 

',' , 
.,.... " 

. " " 

'r '" 
"O';""-...:...;....~~:.r---;.,..;;.;.;-'-.'._....:...:..-__.... 
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; 

, ." 


, 
I,
\. 

:'1. , ~ .' . ':.~ 

. " 
.1' 

.,. .. ' 

Ran. Munich 'Austrian " 
Olas8~fi:'" , luthor/.subjeot/ SiseIr. Hr.. Repository "i' cation 

, . 
. .: 

104., 4.5187, lussee 9097 Painting',' J. Wenglein
-Landscape with lake in 

, \ 

,UP.,per Bavaria-, 
,:: 21~,5 x 150, .' ., .,' 

';>. ' :'''', 

" ~\,' 

, " 

suPPLElIEB'! 

" 

105. 1291I,.us~ee 17'1 Painting F. Zl10arelli 
-View of a'Horth-Italian 
town-,126 x 91,~, 

(. 

, . 
, .'." ,.'. 

Corr'ected 'total .~. 100 i tams 

,n',:' I ,:, 

" 

: ~' 

~ . .... 
~~... ." 

. ~..,./, 

< '.," ~ 

. :',. 
'l 

, '1 

"", , 

" " 

" . ' 

, , f 
. ',4 " 
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• "'~' , '.' .:' .. '. ~ it" , f " 
" 

"-'~"".. 
, , 

" 

• -: ;< , ,~ 

y 
: OBERSALZBERG 
(;Depot Jllsaee) 

'\ ',. 

M'Unohner Nr ­

2999 
4722/1, 

4722/2 
4722/3 

4722/4. 
4722/5 
4722/6 
4776/5 
4780 
4788 
4789 

13601/1 

13602/2 
13602/4
(2 items) 

Tp_ "lllmisoh, 17.Jh., 210'x '342 
Text'. - :Pranzosisch, 18.Jh., 150 x 300 
~ext. ,Ih~an.<5sis'ch, ,wn i 700" 135~: 115 

.' , • "'·:'1· , 

Text. Jranzosisoh, wn 1700, 190,' x 280 
, <; 

Text. Franzoeisch, 18.Jh., 190,%,225 
Text. - Orient (Tu.rke1?), 18.Jh.',:i35 x 125 
Text. -Franz<5sisoh, 18.Jh., 12T %,265 
Si1b. - Scha1e, 17~Jh., 22 x 10, Hohe 6,5 

, Tp:~ '. -',Briisee1"ufu.1600, 512 x!' 335 
TeJt:t. - AllbllBeon, '18.Jh~ ,,280 x 260 
Text. ':",~];tiaae1,16.Jb,.. ,220 x 31(f 

Si1b • ..:: "Sche1e" delltech, 17/18 Jh.,?, /J 16 om, H. 5,8 
"Silb. -: "K!lstohen, englisch, 19.1h., 18,2 x 10,2 x 9,5 ','. 
Silb. -Kerzen1ellchter,' hollanCl.'19.Jh., H<5he 18 cm 

:t' ,';> ''"' ' .' ,." ~.' -y" 
" " " ..... 

corr:~oted:Tot~l:;' ... 15 items 
-~ " 

.~""', "",';" 

" " ' 

;, 

,\, 

.:.: .;;.,' ~ i 
J 

Abldirzu.ngenl", "Text ... ·= Texti11en 
"', Tp.: ':ii::l' Teppiohe", 

Bi1b.' ,~, Silber . 

. ' 

'f:, .:.,. ' .." ... ~: 

',."" ,\' 
, ' 

'" 

",:',. 

f 

;. t' f;'. -:. '. ~ 

.;;::' ·.R'G j{60 ~ " .1.08064 
Entry I ' ,
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.", ;, , ' 
' 

Munchne r lir. 

21007/7 Glas 
21007/10 Glae 
21007/11 'Glae 

21036/3 Gem .. 
21036/8 'Gem. 
21440/5 'st. 
21525 Gem. 

21527 Gem. 

,21832/11 Sk. 
21837/19 St. 

21837/20 St. 

21839/7 Gem. 
21851/5' '" ," G'em• 

21856/16 

21905/1 

21909/12' 
21934/75 

Zo.hit. 
'Gl~~ 

I"," 	
, "," 

DEPOT KOGL 

, " 

- ;':,Spiege;t 

,Fenster (modern)" rund 
·'~Feneter (modern) 

- ,unbekannt, 19.Jh., 42,2,x 37,6 
A. Priva,. 33 x 41 

12 Holzschnitte nach Victor Bllgo, 


-"Venetian1sch, 	17.Jh., 82 ,x 96 ' 

Hondekoeter, 171 x 133 

15/16. Jh.; ,Hohe 31 em' 
Demarte~ti' It,li1ne (Kilpferstich), 35x 46 ' 

1'7.'Jh., (Xllpferstich),46 x,,35 
. 	 l . . ' 

- Delltsch, 18.Jh'., 59 x 77' 
~>, Hollandiech, i 7.Jh., 6~~'5x 65,5 
:...i":I8~ :'Jh'~, 28 x 22 

:... ,:,bhfn~«Va:eu~j, mittlere GroSe 

Gem'~ , ':"tiO.X.", .'1829,' 37 x 47 
M1n~ 

21934/19~ Mib~ 
21947/1 " Gem .. 

~:.:. 

219'47/18 Ct~m~ 
22081/1" , G~ili~ 
23285/i Z~hn. 
23285/2 Zchn .. 

~ Darter, 1922, oval 6 x 8 
~ Delltsch,'19.Jh., 4 x 5 
:'.. fuibekannt,,: 19~Jh. t ,35,5:x, 47 

-' Alexander·.Archipenko~ 28,5,x 40 
- Deutsch, 'f7.Jh., 115"x"9-5,-' 

- Wi'lhelm 1,Cobe:)...l, 28,5 :'x 37 
- Wilhelm-K'~b~il, 28, 5'~" 37\:,: 

, " 

, ' 
" , 

ca.67 x 52 

Correoi~d Tota1- 23 i tem~' 

, ,,:,Abkiirzungen:, "G1a.s :::=:, Gla~waren 
,;~: (:; Gem~' ":::, Gema;Ld,e' , 
, ';: Sk. ';$: _ Skll1ptu:ren . ,,. 

"Min.. , 'fo' , Min1aturen 
'zchri. ;::' Zeichn:u:ngen 

St.' = Kupferstiche, L1thographien IlSW. 

\- . 

. ''-:' 

'~: -'" "¥. 

:~ ::. /~ 

.,' 

. ~:~ ... . 

f
, •• '>! 

',' 
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r I: '..", ... 

" f}'",::,' 

j.-;> ',' 
" 

: DEPOT MITTERSILL "'~"" 

" .,.;: ;, .. 
., . '"MMchner Nr • 

.\ : ".'..... -­

30249/1 Text. ..;." 'Franz'cJsisch', um '1760-80, 20.0 x: 230 

30249/2 Text. Franzosisch, am 1760~0" 305 %228 

3025l Text..Flamisch,17.Jh.,400 % 257 
....... -_. , '¥ ' 


Oorrected Total - 3 items 

'" 
• '. j ,,: ';:."', " ~ 

" ·.:t I" .,' 

," '.;, 
r •.•. 
':..: •-~> 

r ',' 
, " .." 

lbkiirzungeQI Text. = Textilien 

" 

" 

,,1 

, " 

f, 
I' 

;.. ~: RG ,JZ60 ':", .108066 
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http:Text..Flamisch,17.Jh


, " 

Munchner Nrs 

4678 Text. 

4893 Gem. 
10088 Gem~ 

10132 Gem. 

10254 Gem. 

10255 Gem. 

10929 St. 

, ,:"",,' ,. ", I, ' . 

4'" 

I j. 
: ' 

...... ' , 

'., 
" 

"G1NZLICH UBIDBHTIPIZIERTa, 
DEPOT AUSSB , ",':- ;<,~ i:,;: 

'. 4.: o,,-!~/-!.<:,", 
. '. ,,": " 
• ,~.~•• , ~~';<' ::: 

" 

- jllb1l880n, WI1 iS30/50, 72'<:(X' '560 
- Hol1andisch, 17.Jh. ,65' x'51 
- Eng1isch (?), 18.Jh., /J' 82 

, Eng1isch, lS.Jh., 64 x 77 

- rum 1900, 23 x 34 
wm 1900" 23 x 34 

-: 'Perronneall, 18.Jh., ,43 x 36,5 

'.~" . . , 
I, 

Correct.d Tota1':'}1 i tams' "', 

, " 
• "'-""'<' • ," 

" 

-'~ 


... ~ , . ~.l 

r; ." ...~" . ' ' 

" .. -;; 

,"." 
, ; 

, ,. 

Texto = Texti1ian 
Gem. -= Gemi!lde ~,.'" 
St. ,= Stiohe, Drlloke, Lithograpbien llBW. 

''':' ~ .; . ' 
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'to "126 
l21 
'128 
.12' . :'­

,",,{'. 
~ ..,), ',.: .'1,0 

1'1 ' . "t, 
, 'f: ' ~. .. ,\,1'2

1"13 .. 1',
1'6' 

• I'"

1'1·
1'M 

1'9

140 
141 
142 


. 14' . '. 


',;" 

.. '144 
145 
146 
141 
148 

149 ,) '
>!. 

. 1.50, :~.: ' 

:. ·1',1 
··152 
"15." . 

·'154 
155 
156. ... 

U1..· . 
',~ 

.189.
·-t;9· 
'l'tIl':t'!I ' ,.011;, . 

161 
162 

16'

164 . 
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,j:~£r,!~ff;~~;t:~aijQ~t,~nj\,~g.e i:to :;;:tr,a,9,e ;:;~:b.e :;':"f:·gb.t~i~')EJ,~g , 

',P~~B:J~;p-:gs':.4,•.l!Hf~,,~~e.,<i1~.n,y;Q.~ 'i,l~~~.r ,;pi: ,~:c~AQQtr:~f;S+"Al,i'~~~;,~/.• 

;'\~~~~!.!~,~~~e~',~;~"'li':1J.:~,~g~~.~~QP.:i'4~s;i;iq~.n i\';Qo~pl~i~~~; ,l~\Q,q~~~~,{t'~,:::;,t:)~~r 

;:~~ :~~.F!,~,:r~f2~d~.cC!),t;t;~~P.i"#ir9A:~~ .. ;:,~t' \),Q~t;ij:,Q,ttl!S;1JlP.d~JJl~Jl:~.'.t;9.\~i£s~~'U;A, 

,t'],;9,4'5·,,?a,t·!"Cas:tle ""iSehwa~zb'l:l:Pg''1·',",;J:vrhe~e."th.e!,na::1n:t:tng"s:,~w:erfb'isital)red.
~"',:." {";y •. ' ~',.. '\; "(,,',,!~>.,, ',;,.,,''',';", <",.,,"r::., .. " ....;"1, <:~"',:"/.,,~ -;:'.',., "'':',I''''I("~,,,., .. "-:'." , ';;,"""""""', .," .,', , ",:., ,,' ,', '"":'" .'.f, ,,' '.->< .. 

c?' 

'i~e ';JHV"t?,~,~1~~;t ~o,;n !h~s ~ib,~M~P'}.w'1:i~AQ.ll;t :i·l'!,~;&!:ql;~:~.ll:;t))f.t,;,s 

,t;A,~~~:d ~;to ~pJ?~q~lq;e ~l;~:fJiy '~,~~:-Q~~~.t~~:g.Jt;,or!,ne;~.n'(a~O:~u.e,,~ t,.t~Jt', 

'!li!i~~,J.;!i::A~,l.p ~:.~p.;tQ;.:r:l~1Z~Y'~gt,i;~n,Y2J;pQ::t.'V~~,u.Q;,ls~:,iav\Ql:Yied,,':1:h. t't'he 

w1i~~~:t "'o.r\i,p.I~p'·<;a~.~g:::s:p,y (,of 'the ~:m,1:s:s.1;r.lg t:p,1;e:t~e.~.• 


:"It.;;.:s :{~)(j?,p:~:r}~e,~ ~it;M:t~::tb.e }~9:~'S .',E?f' t;t;ll.e (E!~.~eh'.s r.kIl,oWn 
.. 8AP- ".~AA:t~,~;n ~j~,$~~,~,~1f;~~~ .j:!E!,~~,~f1 ;f'pr ~~e;.·p~,1l%;t;,i'~:;.~s;~~.

Ap. .":~~,~P.~i~~~;t ,)~X1d(4;1;;S,(,:~~ije ,il~i!~~ '.:w:1thin ,~"th:e ,:;C8i8tle ",gz,o,'-i111ds 

"wene,;:sa1d\t,o ,have ,r;es,t1:ma:te.d :,:t:t's :,ivalue·,:a,t',ca ",:mi:Ll'1;on "ldi6!lllar.s. 

' ... 1":,,."'\"- )",,",r";,', ."',," '_'''''~.,~.' :~,; -'".,_ ".,-:'" ,'. ::,r~" .' , ..'.... >,' ~ . ',,_., _ "' c _ -~"" •• , ;, ',', 

. .:Jff. ,,);.,t ,;\!~~;.e .,g~J:l.~~~,~~ ·;·:Q.~,~1:~v.,e.d .t;t;Qa;t :.;t)ae ,1,p~in~:1:~gs ;b,.aQ. ,:~$,ucp. 
~i,~I!Q~,o~s ,;v:4l-t.;~I\~:,:t :;,1,8 r~QP~;q,:;t,:ba;t ~,~~t :t~:WQtJ.l:d;li)e'ci'~;~e~~~J:);t ' 
,,,;~p ;:,~Ay,;,~~~;~~:t;:t,~,Jl,Q;J;1~fiJ,~ ~:t;:o ,(~4.~,s':;t;;~,~Y~~A.m.. ·:TA.e r~~E>s,;.·~:~4;~1-'lt.~1 
';1 ,.'~'~~+'I ;,~Jl.:o~.d.~l1o~t~;be ,:,~xcll.1de'd ~that ttl:l;8 ~p.:S:ntfn.S8 ,~;gl:it :Nlave 
,p~~nt~k.!n "P,Y i:,I:lO~e.pp,e \1);l::,the~vi,~1n1;~y ·ii.~0~kn.ewfoftlle,:·s:tora.ge 
{p!~~:e;a.¢ f~~e ;;$~,~a;t ~iV;~).,~e::of rS,om,e (.of' rthe ,~oth.r .:'Ii1c:t~r.e's:-. 

,i:£fi~4ijif ,~,c:~")E1c" ?:t~e}~~;s.:~~1>p~1J.m,:a.ndt;ph():tQgr~phS ior ':(~h~
:.e.lgA:t ;~p~:~~:rtlqgs ,;~:t,:l!~ 1:"Q,$ \'pl;a:ced ;~()n' ~~i:E~;~.~,tll''Lo;ther ~{~~~;;e.'Cit:~ '. 
i:in.if!:Sj,:z.?S ;~~Oln.G:..~~Y..,~~e :'_er::i:can',museum ,~auth~.i':lijf.Et$ .. '?1({io 
tAlte ,:;j,4f1p~m.ed ,;~f' ',:the ';J;OSB ',w::f.j11;'noiti';(:cY ~tb.e ·~pa~.entsb;~uld 
,;~f1Y' :of ;:tp,e,pa'1);ltlngs ,.,:appear ion ,,;th.e,.artfma'rlCet Ji:n'the 'liJ'rift.ed 
,s;ta,tes,. '. . . . . 

• 1'" .' .,-' ..r ~'" 1"; 

http:liJ'rift.ed
http:j,4f1p~m.ed
http:auth~.i':lijf.Et
http:ii.~0~kn.ewfoftlle,:�s:tora.ge
http:p.:S:ntfn.S8
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Deoember 9,1941 

:PERSOBAL 

. JIr • Rerbert S. Leonard• 
. lfFA &:ASeotion, 

Reetitutio'Q -Branch, Eoonomic Division, 
,OJIGO'S ,.--' . 

APO 407 - % Postmaster, 

l'ew,York, lew York. 


My dear Mr. Leonardc 

Your letter to the CUstomsOonurrl:nioner of' New York regarding 

the painting by Lucas Oranael:1. of Phil1p:Melanonthon has beenf'or­

warded to the Department of Sta~.and Iamsendlng a personal 

answerf'or your information•.. 1 aJIl veri glad to h~vethe oppo~tunity 

to bri!1gyou up-to-date wi~h, regar,d. to the. efforts whiehha~ betm 

and are being '. made by the' Dttp'ar-cifinentof' State an,dtheGoyern;nient to 

reoover works of art illegal,lyhrought to the United States by 

members ofth&' Armed Porees. 


Th~ Department learned. from an official of Brooklyn Oolleg~ 
that the Oranaeh painting ~IJ ,in.the possession .of one of' the College 
students;~ a returned (U.'.rhe 'papartment at ono~ requ8sted$n· tn.:-. 
vestigatton by the Bureau '(\.~. Customs. At that time I .wen,t to s•• 
IIr. Craig smyth at the Friok aailery to inquire further itlt.o· .the \ -,;;; 
oiroums''(anees of the looting. of the Hitler paintings from Muri"'eh•. 
I a180:tnit~ated a ,request'~· .dJlGUS ,for the oomplete list of.paint­
ings~tB8ing from the Fuhref~a:u., _The list ItS~~g dEls:-Pullr:ers ... 
Stan.d am 1 Wov. 1946" was ree~ived 31 January 19"rr. I shall." of 
co_ui~e., be interested to leat:nifany of the paintings on this list 

. ar.. :recovered in Germany. .' . 

. ' !he Lucas Cranach paintingwa.s voluntarily surrerutered by the 

01 to the Bureau 'of' Custom. and is now held 1n Governmeift!c~:ustody. 

f'or transfer by; the Departmen~oftheArmy to the UPAliAS~tion of 

O.QUS,.under the procedure outlined in the enclosed pol1oy-;-:when 

it ~ll be returned to Munieh for the proper disposition under the 

reguiarJlP'A. '& ~ procedures. ~heCranachpainting is but one of . 

s,~eral i t,ms ~ioh have thus. far been voluntarily 8urrerid~red in 

~r~ous parts qf the U.S. and :which will be lrought to Washington, 

for,:return to fJermany in one shipm8;I1t. . ' 


I 

J, 

'i 
!! 

I' 
i 

I 

fj 
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. 	 . Wh,ile I am writing" on this subject t would like to ask if 
. . you would b~ willing to send' me any information:you may hav,re­

,Q)r"A..<"",1f.e,:·;f'."_"_gl:r~~~ .._the origi~of the. UP release from Frankfurt which/appeared 
:.>,. ~tl.'~~''''''~''''''''' on ~he fr.ont page of. the Washington Post this mQrriing. I have 

. $'~;;~(\';""'''' .. a~ready disoussed the matter with. the' Pentagon .and th~.Y·1nl1.in-
fprlll me if .any comment is received from Frankfurt. I;t;:.appears to 
m~ a~.an.Ullfo.undedaccusatlon, and the st1~se.., th!~~t itpa,irit~ngs 
were stolen by Germans, GI's alone must have the~is ~ot even 
reasonable. It strikes me as a smoke.soreen for traff~c in stolen 
paintings. Ihope the KFA&ASection Clan: prevent any further loose 
generalizations of this sort._ 

. with my· ·kindest regard!S, 

'Yours very sincerely, 

Ardelia R. Hall 

..... ,:,. 

Enclosures: 

1) 	 Return of Looted Objects of Art to 
Countries of Origin, Dept. of State 
Bulletin, Eeo. 23, 1947. 

,':.., 

2) 	 Clipping from Washington Post, 
I. Dec.• 8,. 19~7. 
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"Mr • HenryP. Lev¢ch 

RCS 54 ­
Entry :6:.fd 6) 2 1) - Ll_ 

FHe ArcleJltitkti c~, 
BoX ~;l.~___ - .......... 

2; 

J..9ting Chiet, Di'V:ision of Occupied Areas 
Ofrice ot Inte~tionalInformatiQD. and 

CUltv;ral Af'ta.1re 
Depar~ment or 'S'Eat,e 
iiashington 2;, D.C. 

Sir: . . . . 
, , 

Reter.enceiamacie to your letters orN,ov.er 14 and Dec,~ 
bel"), 1946 (AOO), wittl enclosures, requesting an investigation 
of iii. painting Which :was, ~rought or :lent into the United states 
by a stude:nt ,in Brooklyn fonege. 

The, matter 18 being' inquired into and you will be, j;pt'ormed 
as to the results ot the: investigation.' , 

Ve1"l-~', truly yours, " 

SHIRLEY [;TEPH};t~$ 
Illief, F.nforo6llent 

10807'9 


http:orN,ov.er


'. • "". • • > • 

, ~ '.. 
REPRODUCED AT THE NAT,cl:,i,l A:":Cr l,Vef1' ,," , 

My dear ~r. JObnaont 

'Rete'renoo1s made to th6 l.ttet'of 8ov0=b8~'14, 
1946. 1nwhlohthls ..DlvisiQn enlisted the as.lstan.oG 
of the :BUHau otCustom;s in COWleetton w:U;h the 1D~ 
veatigatilon of th,e Dtudent of Brookl~C{)l.lt)ij. who i$ 
lnp'iJ:lUlUlluur1Gllot a' palntlotj; 0.1 wUQIU1 V r&1.1.aCU.. 

Tb,eDepartillent has rece1.v8Q ada! elonal information 
troa1 the Cit'.t'loe of mill tat7Governmellt tor G.r~l d.n 
Berlin to tht!J)et.foct t~iBt tn~ painting of f'h111p~el_ob- , . 
ton lin0 Jlr.t."'."SO,Xl, 1635, by Luoae, C~Qh, (t1lllent".. Oe!ltl.... mo..tar. 
by fourteon centimeters) was no t looted treuD. tlllt .f\ll:irex-.... 
bau ln ~un1ch,but. from ,the Qoe1"lng oolleo:t101l at I~~cbt.s­
gtu.141h ihfA' 1s at var-:lanoe wi t11 tills tnrom&tl()~ alNady . 
Noel••d fl"Olll the Student A4.vlse-r, Mr. lteterBlos, but. 
as the:reaZ'"e st1"eralp~1nt1ngt.\o!'th-9 aubjeot by'Oranacn, 
it is PQsslble that a aecond palntlJ1f<1 was per.el*rfla to in 
tho above lnto:rmation.. . 

A GOpy ora letter trom the ia6troPQll~an Uu-seum ot' 
Art 1a enolosed. This letter stat•• tnetthct otf101a1.s 
of the Museum do not oonatder it. advlaablu. for' tl".uih 1.n­
stl tutlooto aOQspt tho custody o.f -the. paintings. ,The 
OGpa~tment would 8;PPNlc:!.ate it tf ttle Buroau of Ou.toms 
would. hold the pulntlng In custody u.."lt.ll furtner 6:_1'"rango­
mentsoan be maeSe. ' t 

l1enryf'. I..verlo11, 
AotlrJ.g Chie:!', Division of.Oocupied ANaB, 

tJrrloe. of IntarnatloQal Infor-alal;.1on 
and Cult~ul"alAfra1r9'., 

Cop1 of lettor fr:ml tllEfbJ':.'o­

polltan ~e6UDl of Art, d&t4!td 

2ktv~!:lb$r 20. 1948. 


l.fr. i~ • .;.n. JOMson, 
Com..'U1saionar (J:)f Cue toms, 

. ''f.'r.f.U1BUrl Department, 
. WBah.tngtoll , ,1). C. 

( 

.108080 
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Please certify and rb"urn to: ADO:GTB 


In rep17 re.f'erto 
AJ)O 

.,. dear_. Johnson: 

. It would be 'f'e.r'1 much apPTec1ated It the J3ureau at . 
Customs would.be able to aid 1n.the :lnVest1.gation, of two 
ret~edseldie,rs having in their possess10D, wo1'k801' 
art whi$they brought trom GermallT.!hf! f'ull.d,oss~er 
01' cone;spo~nce,~ogetherwlth '1Dtorma:tion recen.tly.
obta!ned by' the Department orsta~ from ifonlllll8nts, Fine 
Arts and A.J'eh:1ves ott1cer~ 'tormerly in GeJ'ma,Dy' is enclosed. 

Both soldiers have expressed the willingness, to . 
$~ender .the. ob3ee~",t .but . too..' knowledge -th1shasIlot. 
beenela.,. ,!b.osehelC!l by the returned .soldier "~.. :~tro1t 
were to bavebeen placed Inthetempol'arY'c:ust,ody ~ot JIfr • 

.E.dg.....a.rp..•.• R.'1 . •... .. n.' .Dlr.ee.tOl'.•I''.' .. rolt' Ins.'... titU.~.·.·.·.:'o..t .1tr...ta, ..'.. Chard..so .. De.t .. ,Detroit. Michigan. !he pamt ng hE;lldby the student in . 
Bl-Goltly.jl College:,,1ta .f'avorablereply 1s reeelve«.trom .' 
Mr.. Bal"ryWehle,C'li!'ator· ot Paintings. should be placed 
ontemporar.v loan a ttheJllet1"Opo11tan Nluseum ot Art. 

.. It !1~ .belle'ftdtiu~t .1"$&1 advantage .1 aec~:1n· . 
tracing: other ob~ects by enlisting the turthereoopera'"
tioJl of. ,tbese~n so that your '1nvestlgatQrs mayobta1n -0":' 

all relevant1ntormatlon. . 

. '., . TlletQrmer .,.,J\ctA offlcer.. '.' Mr.. Craig SDlYtheot',ptle> •.. 
Fr.1ck C:OlleC~10nOrArtJ .. ,.ar.ll.. ·He.wlork CIty;!.·. is. p.art.'.l~.).it ...· 
lnforme:d\ Ngard'1ng the~~ootlngot the'liitler dep,.l'tory 

iri' the P'uhrerbau .at lIlm.1ch, (f'f'om where the Crana:c:ti .8 

.ta~n),llnda tormer otticer' of the. Art Looting ~ve8tl­

gation mut, P:r.otessor S. lane Fa'18oD, Jr. ot t¥1111ams . 


, ""-,.} ~ 

. Gollege,·. 

IJIr. W.It.Johnson, 

.Commls:s~oner O.f.·.. C.'.ust.0.118,
'!reasuryDepartQlent,· 

. .·"ash1~ton .2',D.C .,' 
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By "\J. RARA Oat~cl;!lq 
Box :;z.- ­

~2-

C911ege.,\lUlla.toWn,1Ia~saohusetts,t·wasdlrEtc~1l·i¢OJl.. 
ce~4 with .~ H1tler.calleetion for the proposed Mus.-nni 
at l.1u.havlngprepared an tnerepOrts OD 12leHu:lart .' 

'. ·lootfngtor tb,EI B:1Uerllfa.SGlUD at Llnz'•.. '. they "ould be: .V.f)ry' 
read7, I am sUr8 t t.og1veyou anyadd1t1onaltnto.r-t,1oJl~ 

. W. shallal$.o tOrwaM to 7011 anyinf'ormatleIi which 

.lareceiRd from the NatlonalGalle!'7 ot Art that you


·ma7requ1re. . 


81nc,ere1)r '. 7olU's·, 

.-~ ,,'., ­

.'. 
',' 

" "'''' 
, 

. 	 . . 

HeJll".1 'P. ·l(.ever1.eh
·,.Ae.tlng.Cb,.1le,t. ,.' 

D1v,isionof.ecc:l1P1.$dAteas;. 
. ~ . 

'. , 

Enelosures:J . ' 
... ,', I" ;\' . 

;. . ·l..Fr~m;·Mr~· 'Peter'Blos' 	 .. 
. ~:;JIr:~Huntlngton' 

·C~1l"llS; ..datedSep- . 

tember 19:1; 1940~. 


, -,' .'2. 	 :FZ'Om .!fr.;• .ttetll,''Y )). 
'lBVer:.tCh·to Mr •. , ':,~", 

.' ,Pet~n·lilos~· ". 
3:.,r~:Mi.,ReDl"Y'P. . ,-';.:;.','

. LeVerich ·to 1fr~ .. 

',Hal-l'Y"••ll1e. ' ..' " . 


4'.;' lfeJliorahdUlJl'troDlJIr. 
. . . . ,l1,tirrP~,LeY$r1eh, to ;. i' .... 


" . ,,ir:'.' Bellj~lIl:tn() .,·O·Sulll ­

.v~,:·d.~ed'Octobe:r 2'~t; : ' , 


". .<l~t).,., " .. ,•. , '.. '.. ,.., '; ,'. , •.. 

S•. .,;~I!lt()rmationon CranaCh 


'6.(: .F~;~ii~;bQ~mati". '·'Lee. 
' .... ~.•;,.~;:;L$mGn~.ltfQote, ! 

··g,,:t~d~:~f~11;2.1946'. , . . .' .•....• ..... ......... . .. ' . 

.(P~raddft~oD&1.ne19S,ll,r6;St s~etol1OWlngp.ge.),' 

" i' 
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Please certify and retu: to: ADO:ARH 


In reply reter to 
ABO, 

~,d~ar' Mr.W~hlel 

~e' haVe "been' 'Wo:rJned that a stwlent1nBroOk~, 

Colltlge~~.:.1nhis :POSS~SS10napa1nt~ng "by'Lucas Crat:ia~:Jl " 

or'Philip Melancton,wh1ch,1s probably ,one':ot the:'palnt1ngs 

looted bY' the NazIs for,·tn.tler,tsllueumat ,L1n:z\.'·, I:woUid ' 

like to ask,You~ cOoperation in acce'ptlngthe palbi~ing? on 
, ' , 

temp.orarj' loan at 'the, Metropol1ltan Mttseum af Art Until, ' 

. a,rrangements ea~ ~mac1e;tor' the' U.S. Government tore­
. .' " . . '.' " , 

tvn 1tt:b.l'ough the apprQpr1atecnatmels to the' r1gbtf.1Jl 

owner. 

S~ncereJy yours, 

. .:?'t 

Iien.ry , P • Lever1cb!" 
, 'Aet.1ng Chief 

Division of,OeeupiedAreas 

" .... 

ADO:ARHa11:mbv 10/28/46 Ole ES 
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Please certify and rp+urn to: ADO:ARH 

In reply:referto 
..ADO . 

.: .. 

J\(y dear M'l'~Blos, . 

The Depal'tment of State hasbeeu1ntcmned that' one 
of your students has 11\ his possession a painting by
Lueas.·Cranach ·.takenfrom' the···P'uhrerhall on the. Konigsplatz 
in. Mun1ch·o· c -AS· this' painting 'ls' probably onecf. •those 
looted' by the Nazis audit isthepolioy ot~e6.S •. 
Govermileuttoretumsuch objee.ts to ·therightful.6!fter 
thepaintlngshonld be' stU'reI1d&:redbyth~ :s·tuqent, to be 
placed .ill .thetempo'f'ary. custody' of a New' York muse. 
untllarrangementstor the tettirn' 'can be1l$a.e. It is': 
also de,s1~b1.,e. toeZllist your ·coope.rati()nand':th. further 
a.ssistance: o:f'th1sstuden1;'with'the appropriate :officials 
of the. GoV'ernme.nt . 'Who ·maybeass±gne.d . to' 'the inves·t,1ga­
tionin o~ertoobtain'all relevant information. 

It.is notantieipatad that any cha~g~s.w1.11 be 
pressedaga.1nSt "a ~turned Soldlerwho. "ill'V:olun:ta~ily
aid. the ·Govemme·n~in therecpvery .ot dtape'rsed,works . 

. , ot art,a$that objective is the primary concern of the 
Departmentot State. 

", :' " 

.·~tneerely~yours" 

;"llenrYf'. ~ver1<:h 
'. Ac\~Chler 

])1vision of', OeduP1ed~e~s . 

. ll!r •. Pe'~r Blos '. 
tStUd.nt·Attvisor, 

.'lh"ook1ynColl~ge;f" . 
'Bedford Avenueand4venue~_, 

Bro()klyn l~.New Y'Ork. 

ADO: ARHall :mbv 10/28/46 .•' .' ore E~.i .. ' 
.~ . 
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BROOKLYN COLLEGE 
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File Ard~/H'i. {J&J G-~, 
BoX .!!.:2~-:--"_----, 

Bedf.ord Avenue 'and Avenue H 
Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 

The Office of the Dean of Students 
Department of Persqnnel Service 

September 19, 1946 

Mr. Huntington CaIrns 
Nationa~ (}allery ¢f Arts 
Washington, D. C • 

.. ; ) 

,~. 

I am writing to you upon the suggestion of Dr. 
Taylor of the Metropol i tan M:tiseum. I wanted some advioe' 
from him which, he told me, I might obtain from you. 

A student of Brooklyn College has recently returned 
after two years servJce ~n tl;1e Army. He, has in his pos,session 
a picture by Lucaa Cr'anac}ii wr'iJc'h he took from HitIer' a IIFtihrer­
haus" at, theipenigsplatz~nMuri.ich.Thest\u4e,n;t. l.s~' willing 
to surrender ~hep'+qt~re to the pro.per authority pr'oyia~d it 
is not return~d: ;to ':Germany, but" kept in an,A1'l1e·rcicaJ?, Museum. ' 
He also would like to know whether· any diffIculties c6u'£d- .' 
arise·, fr91'P,.~uph a surrender ·1n good faith. 

'..~. ";.'....J... . 

'\ " ''. 

I,wo-qld appreciate it if you could advise me how 
to proceed in thia matter because, the student haa, entru;ted 
me with this confidE;lnce an~ ;J: ,promised to obtain for Min , 
fftlthoritstly·e ....a$ivice. ' " , \ "" i:': ,. ' ~'"'(''' 

Sincerel~ yours, ' 
"".r ':' 

;. ',< , • 

~ ';; . 

P~·ter BIos·' " 
Studeri¥ Advi'So~.· 

PB/JC 

Descri§tion' of Eainting: 
Lucas ransoh' ". 
Phillipp Mel,an'chton 
1535 and Drag~:m 
20 cm x 140m, :: 
Melanchton in bl'Rckrobe, turquoisebaokground. 
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By r\~~~A Da.t~t>lilIlt 
Box .f.:;;.:l:...-.:-.----' 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 

NEW YORK 4. N. Y • 
...:OFFICE OF THE COL.L.ECTOR IN REPl.Y REFER TO: 

OISTRlcr NO. 10 U. S. CUSTOMS SEIZURE ROOM VJG/acAOOR£SS AL.l. COMMUNICATIONS FOR: nus OFFfCE 
TO THE COl.LECTOIl 01' CUSTOMS 311 U.S.Appraiser's Stores Szr.29923 

. N.EW YORK. H. Y<II 

201 Varick Street 30051 
New York 14, N.Y. 30161 

November 4, 1948. 

Department of State, 

Dtvision of Libraries & Insti tut.es, 

Washin~~?~, D. C. 


Gentlemen: Ref: ILl 840-403/11-1446. 

Pursuant to your letter of the 12th ultimo, 
file number cited, we are on even date forwarding to 
The Na.tional A.rt Gallery, Washington, D. C. via Railway 
Express Agency, one (1) oil painting by Lucas Granach,. 
one (1) unframed oil painting by Droochsloot and mis­
cella...'1.eous art obj~cts including a 13th centur'y manu­
script. . 

The original Bill of Lading appertaining 
thereto is being transmitted to the National Art 
Gallery_ 

Respectfully, 

Assistant, 

10808'9 
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SUPERVISINGCUSTQMS AGENT 
ROOM 500 . 

. 253 BROADWAY • .,' " 

·····a 
, ~ ' . 

. TREASURY DEPAR.TMEN't, 
'BUREAUOF 2'U'STOMS 

. NEW' YORK 7;'N. Y.. ,):;'· 

·Jo¥'~nibe.r,',~5~j~J.,~4i!~ . 
.' ,~~: 

""', ", 

.The, C():ltn1~·s19ne.rQt '~S:toru8i':' 

.D1vj,'slcuior)Inve$:tlgatioris'and. Pa:trol:~., 
·~t,ail9f' c:tl.s~·OUJ1':,,· , 7" ,'" " : 
\\Yasbi,ngton 2',' \l)!O .0. 

,'", .,', 

.' '. . • . .'.'. ' '. . .' ,,:" .... . .",', ~,:' .. ' . ~~ • I, ..•.;:. '.', 

Attfim:tlon'1s invl-tedtoBureau·let·te.r'ot, 
July?, 1947,:·:f11e741.04,~ddres:lieti ..~()tMs.'Vb1't:~~e,
relative'to·tll,e df}t;en;~lon'<?:f.,apa'1ne~ng :qy'.::Lttcl\j';'·i'..:;'" . 
Cranach fr9m ,,11..0.' I!<~tu:~·el1t. a'~ B~o0kl:3t1·.• <;<?ll:••~f: :,':,.:;' 

· and 'other 'seizures"etl~ec'ted' bt,thl~·.. 01"£1C8,: '. 8:11/:,0.£ .: .' 
which' were :bro~ght1.ift()::tihe· Un!ted$t:iftes':a:~a,,'. ".', .'.
souvenirs Pt· retumlngO~I.' s~ " '. . 

In 'conn"ct1qn,.Vt1~h.:the· s~1~e:' ol"the.;, .·i'! ;," ," 

. paint~ng by L~cas··Crrir.&a'ch/<'t~ertr;:,1.$ .• '8:t tached.')~ett,e:r 
ad4re.sed ~o' ,A,jlent>~i>,iifol~b1';JJerbf}r~, .'S.LeollJ.r.5l',;.':' 
'.Ch,t:er'i~Monumerits,: Fil;l'e A~ts",'andS;Aroh1~:~s .Sec~t,op;~· '.). 
· Res·,t1tU.t1on,~'ranch,'on Octob~'r:'~,;1947.~"· togetli,r',w~,th; '> 
· th:e'env.elope'ii1 . which ··th1sC()nUnUn1ca.tfon,,'as·':re'ce:t:Ve4~,·

" , " . . '" . ".". . . : "., . < ~ .} 

'.. '~.' 

Very trulryours, 

, APPROVED: 

" . .;; . 
Sup~rvis1ng Customs Agent•. 

"""Jr" . •. 

Inclo'$ure;:' 
Ltr.,lO/S!47 

. wIenve;lope .. 

cc-Collector, N.Y. 
w/cY1ncl. 

KGLln,deniLCO 

".: " :' '"~ 
. , 

.,,( 

\' " 



l1SL/rl 

8 October 1947 

'SU13JECT: A painting byCranach 

TO : 	 Mr. Stallley:li,~!,;",~p~l'1ola, U,.S'. custoDlSCommiaaiolier 
253 Broadway, Rooll 500. New YorltN.Y. ,,;'. . . 
, 
DearMr~ Sp~llola: 

'Th.is office WiiS recently infarmed by Mr. Craig H. . . 
Smyth, Friok,Art Gallery, that YOll confiscaied apaia­
tiBg byCranaoh (Fortrait af a ·Maa, "12 X 15") wh.ich 
has been illegally takea out of Germaay.lt iSllnder;" 

. stood that the painting beloaged to, the former Hitler' 
. Oolleetioaslld. that· it is likely to besllbject to . 
restitutian. to Olle of the formerly occllpied oouu.trie£h 

, ;. .' 

Acoordiag to l!4r'•. Smyth the· matter ·hasbeell'reportedto
Mr. Henry P Leveridge, Acting Chi.f, Division of Oecu­

. pied Areas, .Dept~ of $tate. 
. " 	 . 

We wOllld appreciate it greatly if you wouid give us . 
detailed S.ccoullt .. of th.e cBsea.r:id wOllld advise us. what· . 
steps. should be taken for the'. recovery of' the painting. 

SincerelY.yoars, 

. 6/J , ".~'.. 	 .. ' -",,' ...... .. -I-(.., 'w . . 

. Herbert. S Leonard',.,_.:-T'.)IvlS .AGENCY SEF;v! ;;;.:: 
,. Chief MOII.~eats, Fine'e 1wBOSTON, MASS~ A.rts, a.nd" Archives Se(rt~

tioll. .'~

NOV 17 Restitutioa Br.Baoh 
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.' 

THE AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION AND SALVAGE 
" 

OF ARTISTIC AND HISTORIC MONUMENTS, IN WAR AREAS , , 

Owen J. Roberts. Chairman OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
David E. Finley, Vii; Chaimkm NATIDNALGAU£RYOFART 

, Huntington Cairns, S,."tat;1 WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
Charles H. Sawyer. Assistant S,t:r"1It;1 
William Bell Dinsmoor 
Herbert H\ Lehman 
Paul J. Sachs 
Archbishop F.J. Spellman 
Francis Henry Taylor 
John Walker, SjJlcialAdf!iSlI' ,. Sumner Mcl:. Crosby, S p'c;al Adllis". / 

TO NUS:i!.'UM S, ART JilI"D JU~T I ~UE D:E::.LERS .-1m AUCT ION HOUSES: 
, ' 

This Commission has hail, numerOu.~'·repo~t's of objects being offered 

to museums and to the trade by present and, former members of the ,ermed 

'forces. Where the source or or.ig~n of these objects may be obscure or 

suspicious and where the objects may be of special artistic importance. 

the Commission would anpreciate being informed ~f the facts with 28 

full and s')':)ecific information as "ossible concerning the objects them­

selves !nd the circumstances under which they ceme to your attenUon. 

The a,bove informatfon will be ma,de evailable to the Customs and 

the Foreign Fund.s Control officials'1n the Treasury Depar~ment for their 

attention and any further investige,tion t~E't may be required. The source 

of the informationwlll be treated as confidential.' 

It is. of course. obvious 
, 

that no 
, 

clear title can be passed on 

objects that have been looted from publ~c (')r private collect,ionsE'broc-d. 

Tile believe. therefore. that it is to the c<'vantcge of both public insti ­

, tutions and th.e ,tr~de, 28 well e,s for the good n.a.m.e of this Government 

e.nd its armed forces. tha,t a.ny specific examples of looting of works 

of @rt or cultural materie.1s be brought to li~ht a,s soon as possible.' 

108094 
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130)( l7 

.' ,~. . 

" .' 

Mql~, 1946 
,< . 

Deal' Mr'. Stephens: 

, Beference 18 made to your letter of Aprl1 30th 
ooncerlllnc Yar10\1l obJects of art lmporte4l,'DT Joeeph 
JodDart Jr. and nov be1nc heleliT the CU8tO" Acel101 
Senl.8 offlceat Ifew York. 

At present we are workine on a plan to returD 
.to the oountr.v ot or1,ln the.e obJeots along'w1th 
othera I'epor'ed frOID varioull pa.rt. of the eountr:r. 
1t i. e.••wned .. that these w111 'De shipped bl"'-the Q,uarter­
master a.cUonof the U.S. AnrI1. but finalarra.nce­
lIent. concern1nc thh have not been compl.ie4~ 

You mq expect to hear from U8 vtthin'a:,:tew week. 
ae to the procedure recommended tor the ,return of this 
mater1al., 

Sinoerely your., 

Lamont Moore; 
A..istant. Secretary 

Mr. Shlrley Stephens 
Chlef. Enforcement 
Bureau ofCuatoma 
Treasury Department 
Waehincton a5. ·.D. o. 
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,EPRODUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

, 
~. I ",'

'"1<:)'.;. 

,J 

COP! 

!BIASTJRY mPAlmIl!lNT 
Bureanoroustoml 

, Waahlngton,D.C .. 


September 9, 194-6 

fhB DirectOr' ' 
,Offloe of Jilconomic Seourlt7 Po1i07 
~tm.nt or State ' , '., 
:WaehlAgton, 25. D. C. 

Sir: 

. DUrinc the latter part 'of 1945. the supervising customs agent at 
leW York detain~' from J,oeeph. BcXlnar Jr•• a thirteenth centU!7 m&nUacrlpt 
and otherllart obJect,,· a. defined by T. D. 5l072.wh1ch bad beentakan 
troma mutu.um in Amorbach, OerDLn1. wben it: _a be1ng1ooted by,members 
of the arm8d force., anclapplirent17 lmport~ into the United States. 

'contrAry t'o 1aw~ . Su])lequently. ' an, agreement, ,was reacbt!Ci between this 

. Bureau an9:'Th8..Alil8rlcariCO/DlD1seiori for the Protectiorianci : Salvage r:r" 

Artistic/am Ai,torlc Monument.,ln War Areas, commoril¥referred to a?, .' 


, The .Bobert., (Jcimmissl00, under whlch :"ieTt .obJect is" when,' imported contrary 
to ,1_ would be seised by customs officer. under seo,tien 593 (b) of the 
Tarlff Act'of 1930 (~.S.G.tltle19, see. 1593 (b). a petltion w~d be 
tiled-by The BobertsOcmmilll1on aa an interested party Ullder' .ectl~ , ' 
618 of' the same aCt (O.S.G., tit1. 19.· ••". 1618), for, rami8aionof . ­
the accrued forfeitUre, 'the petUioo. would be .given favorable¢orulider­
.ation, and the property would be released to the petl~lo1i.r wbich would 
arrange for re.,toration through appropriate channels. ' 

, ,~ter the date of the agreement, an invelt1&ation b7 thelupel'Vising 
customs scent at New York. N. Y •• diacloledtbat an all palnting of a ' 
village wintel" scene with IJ.lI'm1' figures •.said tabe the wOrk: oftba ' .. 
DUtch painter, Joost .Cornelia Droocheloot,.and dated 1631'. had been 1m­
ported from Gel'JD8l\yW LleutenantJohn li.Hutchlson. O.S.I~Il•• apparent.. 
l,y"lthout imPortreqti.1rementa havlDfi been .t. 'rhepaintt.ug was left 

. foreafek:eep1ng in the cuatody of Mr. Sbanne, in thebul1ding of' the.. 
···:»ew York Hietorical Societ,. Also, 9+9co1nft were detained by tbesuper­

vili,ng ou~tiDa acentat Chloago from ,fred Gooper, whose friehd.:8)-.d.' taken 
them fr'D..11 muaeum in Gerffl8.Dl'. ' :.~ , 

, , 

" The RobertI Gamm1asion ... unable to complete aJ.Tangements';for the 
return oi"tbeartle1.s to the country from which taken befor.l~~xplred 
OI1f)rab()u~iuly 1, 19+6, w1th~he result that, tbe propert1ie ,8t~11' : 
wlcier detention without forJrial aelEUre thereof having been mad..~.:: ' 

"(h.ve 

.", 

108098 
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I 

I have been informed that the function. of fhe Boberts Commission 
bave bean transferred to your office and if Of' information 11 oorraot .. 

aball appreoiate it if you will let me know at. ,eu.r earlie.t Conven­
ience whether you are interellted in the .detained art iole.. whether. the­

.,~-1'rocedur. previsouly worked cut for their seizure ~ release hal your 
":••pproval, And what arrangement a you bave found it possible to •• 

l.oQlciDg to their reltoration to the c~try of origin.":'.-;':', . . 

tel w. R. J ohnlon . . 
IoItmilllll()Der. of Oustome 

.' L 

/.
/ \ . 

,",' .; ., 

-i 

./ 
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fUASWlY DBP.AMMD! 

) tJBrQI) S'lAUi CU&IOJIB SDVlCi 

J 1_ York.. N. Y. 
l-; 

.JulT 1, 194' 

Ih8 eoUeotor ~t CUatoaa.. 


1ft York 4. J. I. 


Attent10JU 	. 1U"~ F. B. l.4wPl1,n, 
. Aallltaat Collector. 

There 1. iDola.eel OUtiltou Petra llo. 8966.. lepert ot a.laure, No. 

29483... relatLve to the ••laura at a fourteenth coatur,y "'U8crlp~ 


tltied ItAJ"IlCA", byJ'rG,'aCu Petl"U'oh.. troa WALDa UCUUDD, 728 

14th Street, 1a.1oa. Ci'tJ..... Jere",.. Tho -.a1lloJt1pt ~8 4811 .... 1".4 to 

thi. ottl.oo ~ Iib". bohatel••r: Ucl hi. at_l'U7, latbaa .J. .u.ttauer.. 

4\00 8:8t1l ~.t.. Utal"" Cltr, ..... .Joraq, oa .-.. 28. 1141.. where 1 t 

..........113.4 8114 ..,,,ra1.04 at .. d.oJie8t1o value ot 1&.000.00 b1 CUltOlU 

kat• .,. iI. lbib..-, co"",", .&I\d ....leA b)?'th18 ottloo. anel r8lUl1cie4 

W tho ouato4,y 01 .ar. lieuhBte1Mrpa41D& ~. Bureau" 'eol.101l 0Jl 

.ieoll.teinert lpet1tloD ••et1ag the ___nY'" retunl. 


I+.ot1011 for the rocovery of the ulWlorlpt.a 1a.itiaW by thls 
'Office on Dee"r 80. 1916, ....,.d. flubaeqv.aratl, _ the au-eau ot customs.. 
up- ~.bae18 of D8W8p8.peJ' artiol.. appearing 111 1saue. of the 
l!Di.'W. 1'0.8& TlUS Ul4 the Di you. iOU~ICAI tor December 21 .. INS. 
Both al"tlcie... a8well a. later Il8WIp&pr 1~ tren81l11rted with Bureau 

·letter8 of JaJw.ary 8 azul 18, 18", deSonbe tft1. toUl'te8l1th a_tv, 
JD6JlWlOrlpt copy of a Potrarohlaa ,._ entitle" uAfRICAf .a ·be1l1, JJUked . 
as the proper_ rJt the %ri._te J..1bl"&l'7, and SO Gn to atate that the 
aDWSori,t waa N'oucht to the UD1ted _toa 'b)"lfIlltel' aeohate1D.er. 
Who ••ne4· ill l-.1y wl1m the 881tb· A1ri1ome Bnc1De..s, and ....u1J"04 
the ..Wlo1'1pt 1». .,10 1D .rub lN5 (t) trom a. pea4ler tor two 
Garton. of .c,1prettea and the eq\l1va1eat of teO.OO in American. .ney. 
fA. JtDI IOU f.DtilS tor De.Glber 24. 1946. publishe" u .usod.ted Pre•• 
wlre p"ow ot ieoh"t.e1Aer haldi.. the lINlU.on,t. 

On June 1.. UN/I. C1.l8toa11 Agent P. J. tJal.,.1a tate"".... Walter 
lecha.i.er at. 116 Hth 8:treet.. OIa1o. C11r.f, Maw Jeraq.. and ..... reterred 
to attorney .tia1lball J. L1ttuel", who ••¢Vised cuatoaa Apat oa.lri.n that 
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bis ol1en,' b&4.t Viola.W aai'Uw.1D Drin&1q a lIILI'W8onpt he ba4. ' 
.	1$&&11.1 "'~4 '&a4. "'4 Proprly' '4eol.&reci tor olino... _de~ .the' pro­
"'l81on.· ot h'bl10 taw 10. QI~ aDd. 1ft aocol"4U.o. With w1ll'u.oUoaa of hi. 
Buped.or ottloer... theroforfh Aeo.."let not act.,1.. hia 011"t to 
surreade.- tNt doo_t'tIl OU1iOlUotflo~I'•• ,lit. a441tloa,AtllOra,ey 
LittaQraaJ.4 tha, A4.a oU.eat baAl· tMtCHl a.pproaohad" repr......U ..... ot 
the lta11. a.....l"lI2Ieat, ....O\lcht.~her.t.um ot 1Ihe Jllmueor,1pt, aaCl 
he felt. that he oould ...t pro_t hiaeU,_t-. 1.ater••" 87 retatniDS 
OUIWclYot the ~OJ'ipt_t1.1. deoia:1on as to i1l. ript.tul 0...... 

8MI' .... r.uA.i"ecl ill aoVt. . 

OIl *1'e1\ If, 1"1, 11ft. toUoW1ac lo1lter \111, _.t to A151::ora81 

_eren lOU ulced that w. otfioe odliD. tor yOll 

L.1'ita\lOr c . . 
. . 

"In eontol'Bl11yt 1rith YOUI' telep:mm. r••t of "'01\ "la, 19''', 
... OO~ tor 

wal't07 iethneiDol' the ....... ou tor etteot1Dg NOO"I'eI'y from your 
011..t ot tbo levaroh1.lm IIUiIlWlorip't 'De Uri.', tbetoUCM'1DC 
1. reolt.... 

. ".... n.VeJ.1Ier Ihhat.1aer, 32921$66, 88". All"borae 
JiA&1a"r1A& Avail•• coapa" vrlTetl 1n808toa, •••• , oil the 
tI.S.A.T • .r.utE PABW.. OD April 1, 1&66, ...." ..... thea!». 
.lteot oertaJ.n r.,WAt1ou \lader 100t1.... 3(a) ... 6{b) of • 
~:ld.th .'tb.e...., Aot, .eaund.ecl (1~.D. 610'12), rBlat1,.. 
to tn.. "1...... ot an. OD38•.ta (1acl.wl1D& "'WlonP"S or t1I.o . 
kia, ,uuler oODs1d.eraUOa) boa OW.1»1II _~toqj: 1Ih.1eh had. be•. 
1mponed &hell' 'If&nh 12, IN8. the reF&id.ou prov1d.· that 
"Jig art obj.othereatte,. iJiPor1iecl rrea u,y tor•• ecnmtl'1,
.xeep" oae 1Ih1oh oani.1»UI' pert ot _ tIIt.11Je4l I1qdOm, tho . 
Brltiah Doa1aiODII or ..1111ah· coloDi•••••ahall be r.l....ed.·tI'OlIl 
00'" ov.atod.:f -- ual... INeb ,1'.1..... baa DeU 11oeaaed. OJ' 

otUnr1a••tb:t1'1a..4 bT the Seoretar:r.ot the %reuUl7-' 

ftlaquiry at 'the ott108o£tbe 0811..'\01' or ••lito.. at 
Bo.toll, .....,. a.w. ~ that JAr. Jieehl'ioiaor had 11o" 08.,11.' .1" 
the ,ronal.... em'bctd1ecl iathe aHTe-lII8Dti'-T.p1at1oa. 

-!he 1Iiportatioa 'tq 10""0110." wu allO eOllWary 1::0 
mll1t&rJ ori8l'a til.. 1D att..t ill the lure'..... theater, OIljoiJa1ag 
aU1tal')" persoan.l troa 'u.U.q, po.....s.q aad/or iJIport1Dc . 
....., arto'bje.tl ot the ob.aI'&oter ooao.na.oa. . 

"file lII8IW.Iorl,t I'1OVI in .1m.po•••••i_ ot Mr • .Rochl"eiaer·· 
......btamecl eea'trary to 111111..)' order. thea J.D. ettaot, _ 
a"eara .. hAft beea '1apenecl in 'Y101&t1oa ot the pro'ftB1oae of 
t.D. IlOTI aad of .ecrUoa 1&9' (.), "1tl. 18, V.S.O., aUlae DO 
nOON 8X1lts ill thAt ott108 of tho ooll..wl'·ot ouatoJu at' 
Bo8ton flho1f1Dc that I4l".Reohne1ner d.eclard the -".01"1,'1 1D 
h:1. po•••••1_ at the tia.e ot hi. arrinl, whoa deolarat1ea act 

.-tI'J tor the maD.uaoript IhotUci have Non lIIfUla. It 
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em·.., 18. 196', the lJw"eb of 0\t8toU r .....te4 ..a.,,10e. as to tho 
.ta•• oftha 1aVNtlpt.i.•• and. a. "pOrt. da"., U, 1M? reolt1a, 
the taot8de'Velo,.. D7 the lAYOatlgat1011n.atrlU:Uua1tMd to the aareau. 
III our report. the Bureau 1'1&8 MY1..4 fl. tollowi' 

"Upifm noel,t otJ)Unau letterot *115, 1M1. the ni1utl', 
aooompaai.ed by Cu.... Alet c;1al.via. 41-ou8.ed the matter 1flth 
at'tomeT' 1nthe 801101wr'. ott1.••• pan10ularly as to whether 
thato~t.ltun ot the _"801"1pt purewmt to ••OUOA 6i3(It) 
wchddbe lN8ta1ucl 111 o-rt. It ..... netted that the aotUAl 
••reabsuts ot the lIfUluBO!'lpt -.. ut lc:ao1Ii1 at thi_ ti_, and 
that1n aa iatormal d180ua1.0n nth AIIaistant u.s. P11tr1ct 
Attorn.,. c. A. Bte.Dalllle,ifewark,lf.J.,011. Deoember 21,1&41. 
QWiltcNuag_te were tela tbata search warraa.t Gould not be 
i ••ue4 unl... tbe ac~ Whereabouts ottha maLusor1ptwaakDown. 

"Alter a rev1.. ot 1me cue, the. 801101tor·. ottloe waa 01 
t.be. op1rUoa that 1nUJaUoh .8 rooOn\ll obtained. troll the 
cul1ector of cuotoaBe.t Boiton 1n.clio....d that the lIImuIlar1pt 
which .Bechsteiner had brought back wlth him OIl tho U.S.A..T. 
JAlitES fAAOIt oa April 1, 1946 hu beel1 1"81....e4 b7 OUlt:oU 
without a 11cense being 11SU8. thereon. f.U. 51012 va. DDt 
applicable, .&D4. it waa .ug,e.teQ that the ..tter be reterred by 
the Burorw to the ott1ee of· the Fore1p. i'w148 COatnl for &4­
viee as to what &~t1.n cuetama oould taka to etteotreooYory or 
the -.aulor1pt, 1.D. view of the revocatlon of t .D. 61012 on JUDe 
11, IH6. 11 . 

III reply t.Ureto. the BUr"'''' by letter dated. Jwl. I .. 1941, reported. 
"tlUlt ·en the b...11 of iatonaatlon .~ba1tted. the i\U'eau 18 ot the op1J.'l1on 
that thell8l1usoript in Q\lo.tlon haalUepl1l ....tered. the Un1ted. state•• 
that it 18 au'bjeot to ••iaw-eandtorte1ture Ullder 8eotiOll GS3(b) of . 
tho Tariff Act of 1910~ Actlonlook~t;o the .eizure ot th1e1~ Under 
the pr'0'"J1s10ll8 .tthe law mentioned should thereto,.. be taken bi your 
ofne.. In the ewnt a .Oiaure 18 made, pIKa. 8ulait .. report ot tho 
oircumstanoe. to tho ~...u, iDaaauah ~8 tho Department of state is 
inter.steel in the _tter. n . 

After reoeipt ot the Bureau' II letter. tho taots and e1roumatanoe. 
of the Oa.8 wore eliacu,ssed with AaaiataDt UniW Statel Attoraey Uartia 
.1, More..y. ot the Uni1&ed St&tes District COun., ».....,.k. Ifew Jora.y, 
onJune 19,1947, by cuatom. Agent P. J. Qalv1l1 and the writer. that 
oft1c1al advised. ~t auttloimt grouads did not exist to .arnat or1la1D&l 
pr088O\11o,101l ot '.ohateinar uad..- sectioD i81(\I) of the Tar1tt Aot ot 
1980. arul that, 111 hi. op1J11.0Jl. it .....8 highly improbable that the GoTera­
amt could 8Uoo••atul1,y 8ustain the torte1tu.re 01' the JDaJW80r1pt 1m.porte4 
it it .ere ~ r.ely on the same ev1deu.oe. }lDWayor_ :Mr. MoroDeY recollllUJlclo4 
that tho au.r.au.ot custo.. '\r,y to hanc1la the atter Mlldni8tratiwly. 
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,Tft1eJ'.l ltr., B. I. ShIIahart ... 1I'l 11_ YoZ'kott M. 11, 1M1. thi8, 
_t-ter __ tboroup1.y dlac\UJBe4 withhtm. It waa hla .ugplUoa that 
the. oaso be 4110"'••• with iiheunited. State. Attorney's oftl08 a.t . 
Xewark.. .....,.1"•.." u.4 tbAt 8Df "a.tlon ncOJl1ll8l&decl D7 that ~mo. 
'be toll_"". Aooor41a.gl,y. oOJl.atNcltive ••1lure ,ot the maausoript has 
b$en~. ' 

.Mr. L1'ttaur aDC 1Ir. BeG.steiner hay. b••n &elvia.tiot the pro­
visi~DS ot ••oti.G)ll 618 ot .. 'J.'&ritt Act ot 1810, and Mr. L1tther h... 
irltormiMltlUl writer that a pet1t1_ will be fUe4 in the near future • 

. cueto.. Agent. 

lIloloaut•• 
c/t ,6966 ./appr. 

1Il trip. 

2 00 Bw"ea.u wiCOT. 1tr. 

f 
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'COPY/gr 

LIB.RAR Y OF CONGRESS 
WASHINGT'QN . 

Office of the Librarian 

Feb,4 1947 

, , .. 
Dear Mr.' Travis: 

. . 

.' ,Under separate cover, we are . forwarding; to" you 
for proper disposition a group of books which be~ong·to· 
theUniversity of Cologne):,ibraI7.' ., 

, . . 

These books were sent to the L~brary of Congress 
by aU •. S. Army documents team. It is, our understanding
that the books were salvaged from a destroyed building
where they were exposed to deterioration from the elements 
and that the documents team took timeout from its regular
operations in order to save them. They are now being re­
turned in accordance' lNith the general policy 'of' Military 
Government and the special interest of the .library' of 
Congress in restitution of materials belonging to German 
cultural institutions•. :Please take whatever. steps are 
necessary to bring about this end. 

Sincerely yours, 

'. ,./al Luther H.' Evans, 
L!brariano~ Co~gress 

'. Mr.' Don C. Travis 

Acting Chief, Li'brary of Congress Mission 

Heaciquarters, Berlin Command, S-2 Section 

AP0742, c/o Postmaster 

New York, New York 
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Ver~Dheit Ulld Gegemart., mehr. Ex. 

Revuegerma.n1qUe'19J9, '1'e~1 1/2 . 

Deut.Bohe VolkaforsohUng in BOellmen Ul'ld Maehren. 1944­
R~~ J ,mehr. Hft~e . 


. Deutso.he ~sQhau, Nov. 41 - ..Apr~ 42 
. z.eitschr1tt 'f'uer dt. Ge1steSWi88en80hatten;mehr. Bef'te 

Zelt$e~ f~: Volkskund,e, mehr. Berte ' 

Dl~,L1~ratur, 9kt;. 41 -,Feb. 42 

llioht,'Ul'lg Ulld Volkst.'WIl, ~brere Herte 

Ze1t-sc~ t~ .Aesteth1kU~ .' ~ine ~nstw18sen8ohaft,mehr,. He~e 

S~~~~~ Bleetter , ',Be.",:,:,,:", ",

Rhe'iJi:t,sone ,Viert:el.jahres Blaet;.ter, mehrere Befte 


. Zeltsohr1f't, f'uer 4t. Al.tertUm una. dt, Literatur 

'~iJi1sOhe, BLao\~r, 1944'''~i2.. " 

Bltwr ' ache 2 Bette, ","',,', ,' .. 1lJPr. .." ',' ." , '. , ,,' 

, D~e; Ak1;.ion,l.~ ,', " , 
'Der'prtLlttisohe ,Betr1e1:lswirt, .hr. BettEt '.' 

Das~e~sch1ft, l~', '",',' . ," '. I 


Zei't,sohrif't, fuer Dt,utsohwissensohaf't undDeuts()hunterrioht, mehr. Hette 

D~'I.11oeOh~ l'orsohung 1mSue~o~n, mehr.J, Hette . 

,DeUtsohe Ll~rB.t.ur-Zeltlll;lg.t ,.ebr •.Herw 
ze4.-t/llchr~ f'uer verg1e1Qhe~e Sprachf'orsohUrlg


'Wusohaf'tswart. ,Nord ','" , ,,' 

~b~~t8reobtS+:SammiUng, " 

Ordbok:Oever 'S'Venska'Spr&kst

:DerNer-den,"mehr ." Herte ' 
FO~8ch~n tindFortaohrlttS, . 24 Befte 
Rhetxd.s~he He1m&tpfiege ',' , 

Tjijd:,schrift. voar Econoudaohe Geosraph1a, 21 Bef'te 

EO()J:i..so}1.;.sta~ist.is~he Ber1ohte, :3 lie~e 

S~mrerbanci K.zi4.pscheer,6 Hefte .' 

lt~1.~n1~8 .Scbr~1iJDD.;9Hefte .. ,

.zes.tsobrift t .)imdartforsohung 
R~ertoriUai .' .'. " '. ..'..' 

ij~t;8~br#f.. i .• ' PhUoio~, 3 H~:tt.e·. 

ArOhiv tuer de.s EiseJ]huet.tenwesen, J H&fte 

~e ges~n Pi-e1~b1J4uDgs~"~rsohriri.en ','. . . . .' . ' 

W~flOh~~~l)l~~1i,~r.~dl,1st~~,,;~d~elskemmer zu Berlin 1939/41 mehr~ I!:x!! 

:JJ)~ ~~~~\'{i.rt8()~af'1:., 194.L{42 . 

Varkuendungsblatt das Raiohsnaahrst&ndeal941 

n~vilien;':.Arohivi941 ' ...•.. ' ' . " 

S~.u.r ".~ 'W1rtsol'lattl94l. . . . . .' , 


~1::B.fi==:~: ~~:;nder) saohaen'1940 . 
~'~~v,'l940' ,.' , .....',".: ':'. ", 

If'orschUDgen ,UDd, Fort8ohr,~t~ (Gebundcan) 1941 

W1rtschaftBWerl:>wlg .:L<j40 . . . , , . . 

StelierUnd W~Del1ft19:39 . . 

Ha.naeatisohe'Reoht~ und Goriohts":Zeitsohr1ft 1942 

~liLoha l6,tteUU1'J€.'Dld~Tre$aanders 'l'bueringen 1940 

We~deU't!sehe Wp:tseh~8-Z,eitUDg;,1940 ." , 


2, 

// ":ti'~'".~, " 

r· , 
~.. . '. 
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IN REPI,Y REF€R TO 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 71.;.1.0[". 

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 

AUG 3 
WASHINGTON ;as 

Letter f.rom Herbel't :'atl"ic!<~ John:';on, 
wit.h enclosuT<3:3. 

Date: July W, 1948. 

Subject: Petition i'oj~ remL;sLm of tj!el'orfe5ture of one je'iielJ.ed figurine. 

Respectfully referred to ~:IT. A. R. HaLL, Arts a.nd Honument C:ft'icer, OCCUpi:3d Ar(;HS 
Dlvi:;;ion, Depart;'[le,!~ of .. tat;", i:{ashington ,j). G., to be considered wi.th 
the Bureau's letter of July 14, 1948; to you; in regard to the above:-r(2_tter. 

, CaLU'o2'nia, 

Enclosure No. 673h~) 

j:<'orm 8GG-A 
Jnu. 1944 G?<) 16-38101-2 
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v,-<. ~ ~ k<Xp 0-<>-. /-(~,J--~~ 
O"A'~--~J ~ .A-l~~<, (J.-'V\.d, J 'C{,-o::,-~A-,:j-'-tL . 

_f; .~w-.. -A-~'~~--r-- ~_ ?--<,/';.,(){ r~f-u... ff~A-Z 
,.k-~~ CL. ~.tLV'V L~'_ P-z j.A~ «--'-_;(;;,.4 

(J..rv;/"~--.. ;t-{) '-"'~! 

.;:J;I.4.~ ~,(,LL.:Ji":-~~;/'~~A~~~~~,~ 
/), . / --/-/. 
<.;(.71 d..- A/t,"-!- ....,Art/--t/f.A:.-. ~ i-j----/V ~ 

r-a:./7.;{;A4/ .A>:'--, ,1..--t.-G.-'(.-<__1 /~ -J-Jr'-'(,'~~-~ 

fJ-fJ.<! 1- IN ~~ 17' :th.. 4'},t'ld 4ft 
."...,.,/il.-,A • '" /!.'1~j . 

av M·-t·e A34~--t. _--<~v-c: .::i:/r.A-~ ,.~tf77?"J 

j.I..-,;.~/ t/~"~r<"Ctt- ~d .~"'<f 

~ r;L CUvzo.-(.(~ ~ -{.Af-!-rr? ~~4:.(:.-I,-

.~ ..-4a tt<C ..!.c'C'7L ~~_lc/-. 1r 
~ttr~~-- .;th~~ 
. rZucl /J41<H-><- ./I-«-«:__d-,~ 
4t":i~/ C£:.2/ d!.e.- J2r.~"#.GL -i-.-;r(J ~ 

~~j;~~~~~,~ 


108118 


http:d!.e.-J2r.~"#.GL


R<S -=54::::..1J.--_­
Entry £Of 62 D- Lf 
File Arde1l~ +WJ c.tl 
Box ;z. 

/ 

~' .... ~.i:r•.~t 
.<~,.~, .ot J~1e ...W.~d i.R ~. Utki"f. ·the 
l~>ot~.... ". -'1,.,_'0.~.~: ... ' ~i~ ~t.~~ .~~' 
~'~i!)\.'.~1fiIl4•.'~1'$4: ~r ~."" .~~t:a t.- ca\;tiUl"I 
t~ ~,...lia.t .,~ ,~&~, t4J',..~a J:. ,...... '~ 
'~~t of {i"t.., ., lCitt~:r\f). tt. .... ~~~~ (if~~ 
€W.t.d;r~.$' 9. l""~e:tt.tlo-~ for tlile l1'~tff!itm gf tH. ~$(t, 
to:rf~~ _ tills b~.r.r _pt,•. 

ib.h.~ -._ ~lso ,,u'()ftte(j. ~ Jull' IG.l~l48 t4., t~ 
seizure 'b¥ th. los~.~. l~ of p., ~_ti.t~l'U::"m; J.~lW;f1t~Ql"i. 
of',f) ~' :and ,~_d ·tn.- lGt\~ '0 ~& '~:__iQ!J of~~£1.. 
• '~.l~~.'~, u.. patUi'-et1 te;tth~ ,.t.,i._of tl:ll$l f&CI~ 
tor.r~11l'$_ .,. f~. , ' 

1) ,18 ,ao'W ~~~4 tMt th__ "~~,i-. fifat.1 '~ foy~~~ 
tf:~a eac;1o'n4 U. {;l. \1o_~t~111 of .1flt~lli!h i'i~$4~ II tf)tbe 
l~t:t~l, _llal'l' of AII',t ~~Ji4~. li1~ C.. for.~t_ti.• to 
e.owl'lW ~fol"t.. :ltt the ~ of t'b.~e ,~ .",r:t,sfit•.~~ .~:" 
~~~'HI~ the' .11 " N'U,l"Uil .., t~@~t 01.' the' Ai" '" ~,.·the 
.~_~~t8.1lU'~~:It••~~r<#hl"- tje~l_ erN Ofn,. fit .~W 
~'O_~t tQJ"r~ (Ur.i)torh6tl.tlf},tl to the li.tt14 • 

!:(tw 
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".:;''' 

Jewelled 

/Fil!}lrine of .tan and Monkey 


~ Breitenbach 

Ardelia R. Hall ... ILl 

. . 

Figurino of Han ancl 1-1onkey came from ~1annhHimer Collection brought 
to MuniCh from Alt-Ausee Mine. Six or seven other itf"Alls are missing fl·om 
collection. "'fuoywere never listed. It ap:geal'S IllOre thandoubtfol that 
he fou.nU it in a. locker but rather got it from one of the German :p8.d::e:r8 
in the Collecting Point . The German packer may h.a.iTe' .the other 1 tE'..ms and 
they CDuldbe traced in Germany by German :?Olioo orperhaps~ know 
whether hisbuddi6S also bought the pieces from the German packers for 
food or cig;:u."ettes. 

Investigation should be conducted in a friendly manner in order te:·· 
get a clue as to the Whereabouts of the other items. 

OEX: ILI:ARHall:mms 
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Please cert~ ro'r and return to 
POS/GA-A. ~ll 

/ 

,Reference 1s sade to a letter from Mr. Shirley S~h8ns.' 
, C~et .lnfdroement.. Bureau of CU'llt()ms, d.,t8d. July 1", 1948.1D­
tornungthe Department f)IStateoi'a reR9rt of seitureby the ' 
'Su,reau of' CUatolll8. Los AD&alas, Ce:li£ofili. of' a Rerials8Uce 
figu.r1:a.eillepl:ly 1.mported. into the.UllltedStates by&. member 
of'the armedsamcaa. 

!he Departaent of' State. th~~f'ore.petiti01'lS the Treas.ury' 
Department tor ,tneremission o~;.,,;~$ '&04)rued forfeiture of the 
jew.lledfiguz'ine (a man lIitl;{": nlteyh prodUct of' the RenO!" 
aisafmce period. apprai&ed.!l-#':i' ',' ana be).ieved to have be-en 
looted from the collect1Olli~1Iienaiaeanoe ut either at the 
AugabUg Kus8WIl or the ~'. aowQ~be. Dre~Ci8Ih 'lb.e figurine 
1II&1iJ ,obta1ned by lierberi;)~tl"ick ,Johlulon.841S Hooper 'Avenue, 
Loa ,A.Ugele-s. 1IIhensta:~,#Cd inMun.1.Ch.6e~. as a member of 
the, 8SOth Aati-Air8~:"'ttaliollS.lf-Propell.d. United S:ta.tes 
Amy" brought into, the'UnitedSta.tes at tne Port or Hew York OD. 

the Victoq !.!. .Irea.riok.. Dec8mbE!r26.1~5Ja.nd s81aed by the '; 

UBit8d 8ta't••, CWitomaServiee of' Dl8tric,tliq~ 21. Port of Loa 
Angelea. Calito:J"Diri;" on d'tme 28.19~8.' ' 

, " t ofltaw re~u!~~, tbatthe figurine remAin 

" .' ' ;",' .Cu8todyorth~/~~i1c~or Qf CustOms, ··Los Angele•• 


Calirort;~i, '. n,garrange~~"tor i tstranater to liashington. /.f 


D.C. andiatUrn.to thelfoaumarit8.,P1n.e Artis. ad Archives Beetloi' 

of '!:he,Ot.flce ofMUl ta.ty(loT8J'Il1I!.&llt tor Germa.t17(n.s.), under 

the termaot the policy. SWlCC 122... ftBeturnofLooted Objecta;ot 

Art 'toCoUlltriea of (i)rlgln8 '" ' ' 


l
I 

I 

.,/'!he 'Honorable 
John 1f.~. 


aecretarr of the !reasury. 


108122 


http:andiatUrn.to
http:Dec8mbE!r26.1~5Ja.nd
http:inMun.1.Ch.6e


,·1 ., 


/' 

George V. Allen 
ABel.tent Secretar,v 

, fG'i" :'~;~.t:~~~'~:J:&:i;;~~f~~';!· 

Inclosure. 

POS/~tABHall.ejd 
7-20~8 
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I 

R<3 ~s1..J--__ 

Entry !At 6']. D - 't. . 

File !Vdek~#d1 c.u 

Box ..:::;.;Z~~_---.l 

JUL 1 4: 1948 

lir"." A..a. -.n '. 
Art;B. aai' )lIDtn1m8B Otticar 

. oecPlp1..··~·D1'V1SiOD 
<D~tot$ta_ 
WUh1~ ·'.$jD.e. 

Siri 

.. Thv. 1siitnCloaed for an eXpreasiQn of TOur. v1~s :1.n·the 
.tter nth -a-retun of th~ Bureau's tile, a COJIBii._it;icn £rom 
t.hecollectQr of cUtama at .t.os. .I.ngeles). Galifornta,d8~ . 
June; :28J l$k8, requesting 1nt'ol".lJ7S.tlon as to wbethel" or not TOur 
office d.es1res'. tof'1lea petition for a ·r$atssi():a ot the ·f~ 
teitureot 0Dtt jeweUed.f'1g~appraised: at tli.OOOSe1I1$dhom 
Herbert i'atrtc1c Jolulaon ot Loll Ang4ltles, YouwiU J10W that the 
item in question appears. to bea produetot the Rena1as~ Period 
and. that the erld~ 1IId1eates it was illlegall;y:talten ~m either 
the lIlUSftlIl. at Augab:urgJ .Bavaria, ~ J ()l" the Dresden Ga.il:er" 
at. anu:..1I, G.olb.~ 

Va" .~ TOurs, 

(Sign€(!\ Shir'fJy.~fpnh~T'I~ 

SlJlRLIl' .S'WPBEJS 
Oh1itt, Earor~ 

lndupl1cate. 


Enc;L~.o.. '7911 
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J:;5_ij_:.. _~ Entry k t I; 1. D - 't 
File Arde-f'ti- #dI ~ I 

Box ;Z. 

G 	 In reply reter tot 
o 	 JlBB.r.8077 

f IUlSUllY DIilPAJltVlDt! 

y 	 JkUoeaUofCttatoma· . 


Los Angel.slZ, calif* 

.. ""una 28, 1968 


Ofrioe of the Oolleotor 

District ,No. 27 


rheCOmmissioner of CUlJtcnDa 
U~S~·trel18ury Department 
Washington 25, D.O. 

Sir, 

On Jup.e 21. 1948, the' CustomS .&.ganey ~eJrviCG reported. to thi.s 
office the aeilu.reof one' j~weUed figurine, prod:qct ot-hhe Renaissance 
Period, which evidence indicates was ille.gally taken trom. either the_ 
museum at kClgaburg.· Bavaria, Germany, or the Dresden Gallery at Grunes 
Gewolbe* 

In view ot the past interest; of' the State' Deparbnentin. ma~ter8 
ot this type, there are EU.lcloBedcopies of the r~portof seiaure- and &. 

copy of: the' CustomG Agtal1cy Service report of investigation. 
. ... . . ' . . 	 .' . . 

The perSOIl from whom seizure was made i~ also being adVised -pt hill 
privilege ot tiling /A petition tor relief from the '-torff;dtu.re,su~h a 
petition to be acoompanied by ev14;enee of his legal o1'n1ership of the 
figurine. l!'rom. the report. of inv8v.tigat.ioll, it 'does not appeartp.at
he will be able to com~ly with :this la.l"ter:cpndition.. . '. . . 

In the eVent the State Department is not interested in tiling $; 

petition for this artiele, it is respecttullyrequested that the Bur.eau 
advise this office in order that court prooeedings may be instituted for ..;-: 
theeondemne.tion of. the. figurine at the expiration of the sixty day 
period if no claims are pending*,/. 

~ 

Very trv.ly yours, 

WK. JENWUJGS BRYAlf, IR. 
Colleotor o.t Oustoms 

by: 

.!a.A. Wl11i... 
Aaei.tant COllector ot aulitoms 
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" ..,-,-_._,._- -,,----_.. - -- , 

'DlatriotCustomj For.m 5956 
ca.e 10. ,',.'7;" " 
Port 10. ~___o 

P 14 .... 149 
l)eele;rat1GDt 
or Entry ,10. ~& ' 

District mo. _I...'..' ___,~rt ot' :La. Aug.l".. caI1:t. 

itt the Colleotor ot 
" 

the fon., 
att. You are hereby notified that the property described below vas 

seiaad from ' 
Herbert lat.-iolf; JOhns,on. 
8411 Hooper A'I:8nu.e.LDa Angeles, oarri.ed, perEionally trom 

, ,Oalif. 

Germany at 10. Aa.lelel. Calif. on June 28" 1948, and ha~ been de­
livereG. to the Oustoms Seizure b,om. 

ODe (1) jewelled Figurine. product of the 
Renaissanoe Period 

'oreign 
value 
tSo00~OO 

Duty 
fre e 

DOBlestio 
valuQ 

$3000.00 
Para. 
1811 

I 

!his article is believed. to have been looted from 8ithaI' the museum at 
AuguSblU'g, Bavaria, Germany, or the Dresden Ge.llery at Grunes Gewolbe. 
AocOl'dilLg to: Herbert Patrick Johnson, ,who at the time Was 'atatloneda.t 
i4uD1eh. ilel"l'flllJlYl a8 a member oftha i90th Antt.;Aircratt BattalionSelf!i!t 
,Prop.lleel. United states Any, he fOUD¢ the figurine. about 2 months 
attar the termination of the "inU' in Cfljnaimy. in one ot· two lockers in a 
room assigned to h1a and tOUl' other soldiers in a ,S-story hotel. the nama 
of which he could not remember, . located aero••, th. .treet from the Koenigall 
Platau Munioh. and that he did not declare the figurine When he i'el'!J.<)Ted' 
i.t' from Germany or When he brought it into the United States at the P!Jrt 
of Jknr York on the Victory 8.S. FREDERICl. Decemb,er 26, 1945. Shi~t 
ot or bringing the figurine trom Germany to the United StAtes .. ~oontr&r7, 
to article. of war. Invoice and entry required by Seo. 481 and 434' of :the 
Taritf Aot of 1930. and licen•• UDder Sec. I (a) &nelS (h) trading With 
the ~ .lot, in the absence of wMoh the artiele 1s subjeot to aeisure 
under Sec.' ssa (b) "tariff Act of 1810. . 

Sections of 1_ nolawel. 	 $eCh $(1.11.) and. 5('b) ~ding with~ Aot, 
Be•• 481. 484 II 69& (b) fA 1~80. . . 

Dame of otfioer ma1d.n,/~e1Iure,1 . Leon .~ Grie.t. Guatoms Agent. 
"' f ,~ 

Arre,atl a None 

i.l. Mullen, 
. Customs Agent in Charge. 

#' ' 
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Jtliteatt' 01'.elulwu 

Lo"Aageleis 1:5,'Calif. 


JUDe' 211948 . 
" ,'" 

The 0011ectol' of aUBtoma,· 
Loa, Augele. 11, C&l!itO:rnllh 

De"'" Sir .... 

on,OI' about JWle 10. 1948, lIERBEBT PA'.rRIOKJOBJ80N, 8416 Hooper 
Avenue, Los 1ngeleB, Oalifornia. took a jeweled figurine t3 Ball."r~ " ' 
Ballard, Los Angeles j81t.1ers,twho told him it was worth about $500.00, 
end that they would sell. it £01' him provided he oleared it through the 
cuutomhQU8e. 

To this end Mr. Johnson then took the figuri~et~ the APPraiser'l 
Store in., Lo.1 Artgeles in order to learn the amount or Q.uty. accruing, at 
:whioh time he waa teldbyActlng Oustou Appraleer Hallie Reed that it 
would be severa.l_days before ttdl infomat1on oould.beascertainecl. 

The figurine was then exhibited by Mrg.. HanntLh Von GUsman, Admin... · 
istrativeusistant 'b:? the Appraiser, and Examiner Charles Koeppe., ltbo 
specialise,! in antiques, ,to Dr~Wl1118m, R. ValentineI'. Director,Con­
sUl taut of the Los Angeles County MU$~um at Expost t10n Park &ndeon­
'sid-ered one of -the leading specialists in th.eh1story of the fine art • ., 
who regard.ed it a.a product of the !ienaiBsance pe~1od find believed it 
to be a Gel"lll.an work of art whi~h had originally been produoEld in. Ger-­
many.Dr. Valentiner, added that due to its .great artiStio v-.lue it 
might be worth. $3,000.00 but that about 3.0 yeara.ago, at whioh time he.• 
Dr.Valentiner, waS cODnec1;ed With the )(e·tropol~tan Mulileum. et New York., 
Pierpont Morgen ~ght have paid more for it. 

Dr. 'Valent1ner &d4ed further that he belbTed. the figurine wa.s a 
looted muaeump1ece aadproba.bly came from the muSeum at AUg.8b~g, 
.Ba~1&, 0erIll&l3,Y, Qr posa1bly the Dresden Gallery at Gi"unes Gewolbe.. 
but that. tha:i.D.t~in.1o value W8.1 not as .highas it•. artistic val~e. 
Dr.' ValentineI' ala.Q stated that ha would like to ·borro:W the tigur1ile 
:£O:f exhibitionpu.rpgae8atth.e. Loa Angeles County Museum. . 

AotiD:g Cu....... Appraiser Boed.then ref.erred the -.tter to th1~¥! 
0:£fi08 by telephone for investigation and. when ~. Johnlilon. who 1sf 
U year8 of age., we.a inter'Vteweci tn this olfi-ee oniunel',l94:8. he 
atate.d that durag Wor14 war 11 he we.a atatl.on_ in .~ alii ,am__ ' 
ber of the 19Q1:ill W SA (Auti.'!'Airorat't Btl,ttaU,onSelt""Propelle4), tlu~1; 
two lllOl;lths atter the tenaiJl,&t1on of the war in ~rmi.Iny he Mel approz­
imately 2QO more ....old1.er. were quartered in ...,tory hotel. conta,lB1ug 
:ma.nylmall t'urn1shedroom... lC>oat.d acnae the' Itre.t from Koenig8 Plata 
in. lIunichJ that during the war this hotel hadbe(jJl oocupie' b,tlerma. 	 , 
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. . '.~141""'" and. l}.~ter b, .Amerioansoldier-s whGha4 been transferred. 
't() ()ther qu&l'tel"8 beto" his outfit moved D) that he did not know 

thena1D8 ot this ~toll 'that when he e.nd4 soldiers werea.88igne4 
a. room together he ~.Mtiatelr began looking around the room anA 
found thef1guririe,. 'which 1IiIi.a intull View,. in OliO of the two lockets 
inth8 room. fmcl tbAt all soldier. ma4e fiLFtlO'tioe of se&rcMng tor 
ert.icl"•. 1lheIL th., ...re -Yeci into new quarter•• 

¥r. Johnson a4cled that he wante4 to sell the figurine "to.' get 
themo:nq" e.nQ. that it never entered his mind to Bell it in Ge~• 

. that he .8.il.cl trom'Antwerp, Belgium on the Viotory S.S.'.R.E.DElU.Cit. 

December 12, 1945. end arrived at New York on Dec_or 26 # 1945. at 

wllioh ti1D.O hi d.id not declare the figurine, that some lUnoric&.D . 


,of1'108l''8 .on the-dock at Antwerp 'had askeel. him 1£ he were takill;galRLY 

&D\Y diamonds! iInd. he told 'them he was not, a8 he did. ~t knOw at the 

t1me, th,.a.t tl1~ stanes on the figurine were diamond.s, and that h18 

negat1ve anner was also.iprompted. by the state.uient of a soldier 

na.med,ij~,.. 'WhO repaired watGheain the Ar.m;yaB It. hobby,. who had 

$Qm:inE'ia>thefigurifte in ilu.nich and told him 'that the. stones weI'. not 

diamonds •. 


Mr ... Johnaol1 stated that he was not asked. to m&k:e a declaration 
when they left the boat at li~ York, fromwh.ieh place theywentw 
Camp .Kilm(:tl' inlilew Jersey by traini that 'they stayed there aboutf'ive 
days and then were flown from La GUardia Field, .New York:, to Long Beaoh. 
Ca11£orrda,and. f~m there transported to Fort. Mac. Arthur in San Pedto, 
by bU$.· where. he lIfa8 d1sohargedon danuary liS. 1946. . . 

. '. . 

There are enclosed two photographs 4.~picting£ront and side views 
of the tigurin-e, whiohA4ting Customs App'rtii'se::r Reed. defJQribes, as 
fo1.101l.81- . 

kea of goia-colored. BU)tal., 2-5/S" square,!· h,igh. Height of 
figure, includag base, ...~/8a. On back or baso, 1 laPge baroque . 
pe-.r1J on front of' baae,. 1 lUge pal.e blue stone; on .either s1de;tf?' 
1 large deep ember stone.rigure wears di81l'Lon<i-studded turban, l-obe 
ot oolored .en8m~l. .Body ot figure made Qt baroque pearlBJright hBl1Ci . 
holds flower. let w1th small diamond8J lett hand }UsldB chain attached 
to figure of monkey. 

Leon ~. GJ"ifet. 
Customs Agent 

Approvecli 

J.J. ¥ullon" 

Customs Agent 1D OhU'g. 
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'. '.' TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


,':­
..... ' BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 

Los ANGELES 13. CALIF. 
. __• CUSTOMS AGENCY SERVICE 

CUSTOMS AGEN'T IN CHA"G£ 

R.ooM ):)5. H. W. HrLLMAN BuILD_ 

lSI Sc<mt $ro,,,, SnIDT . 
 t; 

:3 <:'_",_/1"'.A-'..•···, ,«1..'''''_';, (' ... f,.' <. ...!.' 

I .... 
... ....nldac ea..... Acat. 

.__ .. V. 8. c..t.-....u••• 
..'/ /.1 ,~1a1tDeN 2.. JlUTlaM.. rt.r1 "" 

I 
'" ,. 

Dea" 8i". C/ ' 

.. an ..l ••bc a ~....r ..... , 11 "U........ " 

a ltt'll, --'tu.rJ 1-"17 411.,-,-. *1eh 18 __ 1. the ,......1_ 
.t au om.. ,....1IIc ..........id.cat1oa -. ..t.nUae u ...t&1a.l. 
1a the'val'" S__•• 

!be U'tl.1. 1A cpe.tt. WIL. _bJI1,.... to tbe Lee ADeele. 
CGwlt;y JIll..- lal BGar. 'F. tran•• who tea .tn•• ". of U. 
.Ieua·he had. "ta,1M4l l' h_ hi. 'ro1:ber fto bU Men 1_1aJ'e,.. Dr. '11111&111. R. Tal..tiaer. D1r.ot.r CeIlaultaat .r 
1Ifte MDHWa, uul ... .t the l.u1Bc '.peo1&11.~ 1.A the hlltory 
ot the tiDe art•• reooca1,e4 tbe.art1ol. &I a rare work .r art, 
u4 he 1. 1A &veeMDt w1 th 1Ir. 0.01',' s..rl8llek1, ot the JIlllewa 
ot JI'S.u J.r"U, Jo."toa. va.... aU. lbatlolt ..rUoar. OIlrat.r .t 
Deoere:tdft .Al"iII, iho4e I.la.ad. Sehool .r Dedcn. Pro'f"1aeuoe, R. I., 
tluLt tM pl.oe •• to:r.er17 1& tbe _ ..... at eae.el.'lbey thiak ,_ 
lt 1. "'.orilled. 11l "'..ohU.- - lTOry or 'the Jliad1e ~ee (Frenoh 
JI'lltUeatloll ) 10. 1M, where the ....lUr....t. are gl.....11. a. 10 % 

1••1 ...tble'terl. 

!he Dinoter .t the Lee lapi••••.".. ba. r 1IT'a1.bl4 ,as wi til 
tille ... ot JII"....... 'III.l.br. OI.trator .t fla.1.at1-C1 at ~ Bat10..1 
0111.1"J .t U1I. Wa&b.1.ac'-. D. C., ..... ncpoW4 ... l"au1••e 
.euul11M ........t.c _.1r"'7 -1"'t'1Dc we baTe. ......"'8.· he... 
11 a ....1' .t .. ~rUu C-s."" a".l.tecllty Pre.l...t 
Reo8.....1t te "a1 w1th _rbI .r an .tol.a rr. ....,. oeuatrle., 
aM ~7 ... 1& & ,..1 ti_ .. ll.l, 1Il "the 1...t1tl..tlO1l .t the 
.nl01e. 

/ : 

., 
\ 
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"'1'.' 

Major Crook.' CAD, 'Dept. of the ArmI', 
2C935,Pentagon .a:.li1ding . " 
llisa Ball, AJ)O-OIE, Department ~t 'State, 

Req~eBt tor intormatio:O: aboutrepo;i~o~y:in which 14th 
century ivory diptych of Kassel "uBeumW'as stored. 

! - , 

"',', . 
. "/ 

IliLtch ,.1.5; 1948 
", . .~: " ' 

In 'j:ihe attached draft Qabie~. the, Department of State has re"; .' " 
q~ested. further intor..tlcnrrc~!'OYGU~ on 108se,frelll the lleioh'sbahzl 
Bunker. Iasllle1. before requestilig;theip.terrogation of'TravlB~ . ::,/ 
in acoor~ance. with the MFAM ,oMG¥Srequast. . .... .'. .' , ..•..,..... . 

. J . . . 

Travfs' is the loldier living in Dlytoni Tennea~e~ ,;, abo~t:20 . 
miles from (Jh&.ttanooga who brougl1. the 14th oelrtury 'ivoiidiptyoh of' 
the lassel Iitleetim to the U.S. It wa.surrendered by Trayi.J ,'brother 
on ideu.tifioaticn ~ the LCSAngele~ Bureau, ,o(Customa. ,It will'be: 
brought to th~ Hational GallerY,Qf Art. waShingtOn, tor re.turu' to . 
014GUS.'lhe Bureau ot Custom.s, . Treasury 'nepartment~ haYe t)u;1 1i~ 
fOrmation on thi1J case. . . ' . : .'. . . '. . 

Mr. Theodore Heinrioh said that the '8tat~ment (OJI~JI~a~~"IIFA&A' 
Monthly Consolidated Field R8port for oe'celil.be.:r1941,), 'thattneivoi·y· 

. oarving had been stored and .looted tromthe ~dWildung.n 'BU:nk~r8 
was erroneous. and that the iVory Qarving: had beenatored' in the. 
ReiohBbahn Bunker, Kassel, whioh had been looted by 'pOlish d1aplacec1 
persona •. 

,/' . 

. .... '; 

, ~ " .' .' ~ \ . 

. ' 
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. '.' 

"', '," 
',' 

'. 

- 1 08133 

, ,', ',' 



-----

RCS --:54:=...1.l----­
Entry bt 62 D-Lf. 
File Ardel,a. #J1 C.fJ., . 
Box ;z. 

DRAFT OF CABLE 

PREPARED BY: . EXTENSION: DATE: . :Mar 22 

CLASSIFICATION: ________ CRYPTO. SYSTEM(S): __---'"______PRECEDENCE.: _____ 
.... .. , 

ACTION OR INFORMATION: 
FOR: ______~____FOR: ACTION 

THEATER ADDRESS (ES) : 
TO: OMGUS 

(CONCURRED IN BY: -------------------------------- ­

CONTENTS OF THIS DRAFT: .(~~~~~~~------------------------------------------------(COORDINATED WITH 

(-----------------------------------------~--------
DISTRIBUTION DESIRED: D/PO; OASt~i CAD - State i CAD. 

NOTE: Submit this original in detail and one (1) tissue copy ot text only~ Double-space. 

From C§/CAD. 

Re comment on ivory diptych from J:Casse1 Landesmuseum. in OMG Hesse Iv.lFA&A Monthly. 

Consolidated Field Report December 1947. Diptych has been under formal detention ~os 

Angeles Bureau of Customs since 1946 for return to OMGUS. Understand diptych was· taken 

from Reichsbahn Bunker in Kassel looted by }'olish D P's not (repea~ not) tromBad Wildungen 

Bunkers. Dept of State re~uests description of other, objects missing from Reichsbahn 

Bunlcer and. all available in:('ormation as to date Gnd circtullstances of loss, before re\-.uest­

ing'interrogation of smlililBll"soldier who surrendered Kassel,diptych. 

MEMO FOR RECORD: 
(Establishing tactual 
background and nec­
essity tor cable) 
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COpy 

, " 'J March 1948 

SUBJECT: Ivory Diptych Discovered in America 

, TO: ! 	 Commanding (leneral . ' 
Office of Military Governmerit for Germany (U.S.) 
APO 742, c/o Postmaster 
New York, New Iork 

• 
, 1. Reference is ,made to letters AG 333 (Civ)(ED) arid AO 007 (ED); 


subject as above,.. to this' Division, dated respectively 19 Februlll7 1948 

and 20 February 1948, wi th reference to an ivory plaque now in, ttl. cus­

tody of the ~z:d-~ed States customs agent at Los Angeles, California .. 


, 2. The DepartlJlent' of state advises tha,t subject plaque is being 
forwarded to the National Art QalleryiQ Washington, D. C., where, a 
number of objects of art ,improperly removed from occupied areas are being 
gat~ered together for packing and eventual shipment tocotlIltries of origin. 

J. The suggestion made in your letter of 19 February 1948 tllat a 
thorough investigation of Mr. Howard B. Travis and his brother be made is 
noted. Mr. Travis' brother is said to reside in Tennessee. The Bureau 
of Customs has in the past undertaken. investigations of ,this na,ture. It 

, is believed they will be willing to make an investigation of this case if 
they are provided with a list of the items sought.. It is therefore re­
quested that you furnish a list of the other objects of art which were 

. 	removed from either the Reichsbahhbunker at Kassel or the Schio'ssat Bad 
Wildungen to be used as a basis of any interrogatio~ of the persons ,who 
may be suspected in connection with the removal of such itetlls .. 

FOR THE CHIEF, OIVIL .AFFAIRS DIVISION: 

Robert L. Duncan 
Captain, GSC 
Assistant Executive 

.. 
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Cultural Articles Returned 

I N KEEPING with the US Government's practice of 
, returning recovered art to the rightful owners, sev-) 
e,ralGerman-owned cultural objects, found in the United/ 
(States, "were restored' recently' to the German Govern: 
~ ,-' 	 ..
menC .' 	 , 

'--.,_.__ w'--' ­

Brought to Germany by Miss Ardelia R. Hall, arts 
and monuments officer of the US Department of State, 
the objects included a.sm<i\ll pairitingof SLKathe.rine 

,,- .~-.. • •• • - ~' ~":;"j

by. Rubens; ,belonging to', the Kuiistnalle of Duesseldorf;c.. ,,"" .. '. ..' " 

I 

!fn, ,E:gyptian goldring, dating from the firstcentury~ 


'A, D.;'from the Feiifn(Treasure onhe Berlin 'Museum; 

a('fifiy='pa~m~nu'sc'riptin the handwriting~f.Frederick
'-, .. '. , .. 

. 'the Great from the Prussian State Archives, and rare 
i (bookstrom th,( Prussian-Meteor~logical Institute.j . 

, c··, ...... 	 '. . .., 
Presentation was made by 'Dr. Edgar Breitenbach, 

HICOG cultural institutions officer, at a ceremony in 

( Bonn May 16, and acceptance was by Prof. Franz Wolff­
Metternich . of the 'Federal Republic's Foreign Office 

'.,): Cultural Department. The Federal Republic was to re­
f turn them, as soon as practical, to the institutions to 

which they belonged. 

I N AN acceptance note to Miss Hall, Professor Wolff­
; Metternich said: "We all know only too well that in all 
the confusion caused by a war the inherited treasures 
of art are exposed to great dangers and that many of 
these preCious objects that actually belong to the whole 
world can be removed in such times from tneir original 
location. 

"But we have made the very satisfactory experience 
during and, after the war that there are men of good 
will in every country on earth, who unaffected by the 
passions of the moment - strive towards the realizatioil 
of higher ideals and towards justice."I . 

' ISS HALL, in her remar~s at the ceremony, said:M "I would like to point out in connection with the 
(Rub,ens and. the other objects how the success·,of the 
prBgram.il1 :tlie. United Sta~es l;ias been due 'to the'gen­
erous apd:co.untry-.wi.de cooperll~i0!l0f Amerfcan~ :ci~­
i~ens·arl~tparti.c~la.r!y Qf American s~olarsiI'! mu~~ups, 
l!.p.H~r!es and yniversities with the· agencies of' the -gOYJ­

(ernmenf) 
"The Rubens painting was recovered with the initial 

assistimct; ',of the' 'Los J Angeles County -Museuin:": in 
Calir'ornii: Th~ man~l~cl:iptofFrederick .the, Great was 
referred ·to·the Dep'artment oLState :onthe advi~e of 
Dr.'The~d~~e A'llenHeinrich', a former monuments, fine 
arts and.al'chiv~s office~ and dir~ctorof the Wiesbadent 	 ~ 0 ,,- - - - -- • 

Central Collecting Point. :The Egyptian gold-ring of the) 
M~r~i~icP~riOg ~v.as:Tecognized as pl;opertf of the Berlin 
Muse~m' by one of- the leading American EgyptolOgists

( . ... ," - '.',.,' . '.. .,
in cthe Bo~ton Museum of Fine Arts in MassacQu~etts. 

An article "Search for Lo~'ied Art" by Miss Hall was 
published in the September 1951 issue of the Information 
Bu!letin, along with a bibliography of previous articles 
011 this subject. 

. i 
The return ~of the rare books were made possible by the 

University :of Pennsylvania' and Princeton University 

in New Jersey. 


"Many of these scholars in American museums and 

universities; were deeply concerned' for the protection 

and preseryation of historic and artistic property from 

the beginni'ng of the war. The art scholars in Europe, 


. 1 	who being closer to the impending dangers th.at threat­
ened, exerted continous and heroic efforts to preserve 0' 
the treasures which we have inherited from the past. '-,,, 
And with ~orks of art and books that could be moved 
to. safety, they were extraordinarily successful. It is 
only. a very small proportion of the vast collections of 
Europe that escaped from their vigilant care: 

~The· recovery of these relatively few lost pieces
I 

comes abou~ from .the continuing interest. It can be our 

confident expectation that the same concern of all 

people .and' the same informed help of all scholars in 

cooperation;\~ith the governments can combine to amel­

iorate and llimit the extent of the losses of movable 

works of art and retrieve for psoterity ,these lost frag­

ments of o~r joint cultural heritage." 


Referring to the objects returned at the Bonn cer­

emony, Misk Hall SClid: "~s-you probably know, they 'are 


.not the- first works' of ~aEt' to :be ·restored .bY-the"U~it~d

(."" ...,".' ....,.' 

,States ~Government· to Germany ... : Nell:: inde.e9:.will 
tllese'ooJectsn?\Vbeing~ delivered to the'F~deral Govern-:-{)1 
m~nfb~ tjl~; las~ ... ~Us..:.a continuingI>rogram fo~ the ,r,

J 
recovery ,of those objects ':which· through one or an, 

" • ""~ J, • --- -.-~,~ • .-l 

other of th~ hazards of war became scattered and are 
still missing. Should. they appear. in the United States," 

, "'-"" . - - -, 

every effort is-made to recover them.. They are returned 

thro\.igli 'diplo!}1atlc-chahnels ·tothe governmentLof 

theoWr_ers..'i'. ~J +END 


. ~.. 

':f-:~" 
it" 

'.". 

Examining ~ome of the rare books returned from the 
United States are (left to righn:Professor Wolff­
Metternich, Dr. Breitenbach and Miss Hall; 

I 	 '(HICOG phOt0) 
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Return of Looted Objects of Ar.t to Countries of_Origin . 
, 

MEMORANDUM BY THE STATE DEPARTMEfiT MEMBER OF SWNCC 1 

The American Commission' for the Protection, 
anq Salv~ge of Artistic .and Historic Monuments 
in War Areas (the Roberts Commission) in May 
made to the State and War Departments certain 
proposals for the return of ~ultural objects im­
ported into this country by members of the Armed 
1?orces. The text of the letter ;from the Secretary­
Treasurer of the Commission th the Assistant Sec­
~tary of State for Occupied Areas is attached as 
Appendix "A". , ' , . 

The introduction' of looted objects of art into 
'this country is contrary to the general poiicy of 
the "United StateS and to the commitments of the 

, , Un~~ed States. under, iJle Ha,gue Convention of 
7-_:and}~ Ca~'"9f, o.bjeC~ ~of: ~;y;a.I.~~ :()~;.$l),()()() 0:r 

" cQntmverltion ,Fof'iFeaerat,il.w~:~;.It;is , 
~::Uj#cwnberit~Ii"'thi~'GJv~~~erit:ith~fEffci~::fu-~ert, 
" every r6!J,sonable effort to right such wrongs as 

may be "brought to light. . 
The followin:g p~gram is proposed to that end: 

LThe Department of Sta~ should send to all 
-museums, libraries, university departments of fine 
arts, art and antique dealers and auction houses 
and bookseller~ a circular ,of the followiIlg_ 
content: " 

a. The responsibility and the. desire of this Gov­ ' 
ernment to return to their countries of origin those 
cultural objects which have been wrongfully taken 
and brought to the United States during and after 
the war; _ 

b. A request that recipients of the circular be 
vigilant to note objects in that category;) when 
feasible to invite deposit of such objects pending 
settlement, and to notify the Department of State 
immediately of any obtainable illformation con­
cerning such objects. 

A copy of a circular sent out: some time ago by 
the Roberts Commission is attached as Appendix 
"B". 

2. The Deputment of State should address 
letters to all known holders of' such objects who 
have been unwilling to give theb up to the circu-

I 

1 State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee. For article 
on the Committee, see BULI..E:l'IN of Novl 11, 1945, p. 745. 

larized groupS formdly requesting the surrender 
of the objects in question. ' 

3. In the case of objects having a value, of $5,000 ' 
or more the Department of State should request . 
the Department of Justice to bring suit under the 
N a.tional Stolen Property Act in case a request is 
not satisfactorily answered. ' 

4. When the ownership of surrendered objects 
can be easily determined and such objects are 
known to belong in countries having diplomatic" 
repreSentation in the United StateS', the Depart­
ment of State should make arrangements to have ' 
the objects in question suitably packed and, de- . 
live~t?, th~ ,indicate,d, ;~p~, ,or,l~g~~p. . 
Washijikt9Jl,~@a );e~jy~;~~:;~utp.~,tj~ii~..:t¢Ceiptl,;~ 

111l:;l:;lVll does' not wish to accept , 
responsibility for return of,the property, such 
property shall be returned to the United ~tates 
Military Government from whose jurisdiction it 
was refuoved so that restitution may be made 
through the.usual channels. 

5. When surrendered objects are determined to 
belong in Germany or Austria or Japan or Korea 
the State Department should make arrangements 
for suitably packing and delivery to the War 
Department for transport to United States ~li. 
tary Government authorities in the country of 
origin. Should conditions obtaining in a given 
occupied ,country make it unwise immediately, to 
return a surrendered object, the State Department 
should ask the National Gallery of Art to ,assume 
temporary custody .. 

6. ·The expenses of this program should be borne 
in the following manner: 

a. If the person surrendering a given object 
acquired it while serving in the Army or under 
Army jurisdiction, the War Department should 
defray the necessary costs of return. 

b. If the person surrendering a given object 
aequired it while serving in the Navy or Marine 
Corps or Coast Guard or under Navy or Marine 
Corps or Coast Guard jurisdiction, the Navy De .. 
partment should defray the necessary costs of 
return. 
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THE 	 IlfCORD OF THE WfflC 

jects may he obscure or suspicious and where the 
objects may be of special artistic importance, :the 
Commission would appreciate being informed of 
the facts with as full and specific information as 

, " 	possible concerning the objects themselves and the 
circumstances under which they came to . your at­
tention. ' 

The above information will be made available 
to the Customs and the Foreign Funds Control of­
ficials in the Treasury Department for their at­
tention and any further investigation that may be 
required. The source ,of the information will be 

, treated as confidential. ' 
It is, of course" obvious that no clear title can 

be passed on objectS that have been looted from 
public or private.collectionsabroad. We believe, 

" therefore, that it is to the advantage of both pub-

will be submitted by the negQtiators 
respective; governments for further COllS':la,Elral;ioii 
with a view to the eventual signing' of the 
tion if found by the two governments 
satisfactory. ' 

I 

Foreign Commerce' Week~y 

The following article of interest to readers of 
Bur.LmrI'N appeared in the' February 1 issue of 
eign ao~merce Weekly, a publlcation of the 
ment of! Commerce, copies of which may, be VUtllllll1lQ 

from the Superintendent of Documents/ Uo'~erllm~!nl 
PrInting 01llce, for 15 cents each: 

i .': 

"SWIS~ Lumber SItuation-Struggle Against 
ages", based on reports from the Ameri<;an,CoDlsulilt4 
in Basel: and Bern. ' ' ' 

I 

1 

I' 


liC'iruititutions and the trade, as 'well as for the "Plpellrie"Contracts-aootinue~ t':omp(LfJ~,946 
"gooa name of this Government' and its ,armed 'to p.urchase the material as surplus. 

forces,that any specijjc' examples of,lootiIlg of which h~ ; already ,been, ~U''''~,r,,,.., 
:'j~~j{w,od~{(yf a~,:or.culttiral ,mate,rials bebrought:~to' , :fw).~e<l,. p~a'!.~~; ~,t, n, ''''''''lJI~~I.QA.~!pgsj.~~U)~i.IltQ; 

"'N,' ''!,,, 'i" '" ",', :. ,. !(~~J~~mf~~i';::;~*:,:::i1~t~;t?t,~'~gi"'i)~i!.~':;'f:.~, ":"'l~~~1W;~:~~~b~' p;'XT,r·IU~lr.An 
NEGOTiATIONS inquiry by' Senator Thomas) only by Congres-, ' 

WITH DENM!,RK sional actiop.. Furthermore, as shown ift the sepa; 
[Released,tothe press February 111 rate statement already mentioned,':, the United, 

A draft convention for the avoidance of double States Government would suffer ,a, CoJl.siderable' 
taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion ~ith ultimate loss because of the small ~tu'rn. that would 
respect to taxes on income has been prepared after ' b;likely~o ,be ~alized, as dist~gpis~ed from the 
discussions in Washington between a delegatioIlof am?unt to ~e paId under the plpeTimfagteemeJl.ts. ' 
Danish Government 'officialS and qfficials' of the It IS cl~ar, furthermore, that, if, as: suggested by 
United States GovernmenL, The Danish delega­ Senator Tydings, the foreign go;vernments were ' 

asked,to pay 'immediately in cash for goods which ' tion is returning to Denmark.' 
the United States has contracted to sell to them The subject of estate taxes was discussed, butno 
on credit terms, they would rll.therh!J.ve' the ma­draft convention on this subject was prepared. ' 
terial declared surplus, because it might in many The discussions w'ere conducted for Denmark 
instances pr?vide an opportunity to obtain it at a

by S. Hjort-Lorenzen and E. Thielsen, of the 
considerable: discount. This would be so 'particu­

Danish Ministry of Finance, and M. J. Clausen, of larly'in the case of goods procured under. foreign 
the Danish Ministry of the Interior, who como; specifications. Such a res,ultwould be of no bene .. 

, prised the Delegation, together with the Counselcir fit to the United States. ­
of, the Danish Legation, in , Washington, Hans 
 Since the' questions to which' the f~regoing is 
Bertelsen. The United States Delegation was intended to provide answers were asked by a num­
headed by Eldon P. King, Special Deputy Com­ ber of the members of your Committee, lam 
missioner of Internal Revenue. , The Department furnishing herewith extra copies of this letter for 
of State was represented in, the discussions by distribution to such other members. If the Com­

,Frederick Livesey, Adviser, Office of Financial mittee wi;>hes any further information,: I am pre- ' 
,and Development Policy, and William V. Whit­ pared, of co*se, to furnish wha~ver Tcan. 

tington, Treaty Adviser, Treaty Branch, Office of Since~ly yours, ' 

the Legal Adviser.' . ' ' , 
 CHESTERT. LANE, 

The draft convention relating to,inCome taxes Lend-Leas,e Administi:ator. ,1081:1b 
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RE~~~UCEO AT THE NATfoc;'L' 
-~ -'~::-:.~.?~~, ~-~"...-'... ­

. ,
'-,.. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

:no 

28. 

29. 

3.). 

31.. 

a2. 

3.1­

M. 

35. 

Ma.v 10, 1948 

Mq 17, 1948 

~19. 1948 

Wi,- 26. 1948 

Has 2.7, 1948 

Mrq- 29, 1948 

J~ 8, 1948 

June 9. 1948 

Jww 9. 1948 

JW'lt1 ll. l.948 

JUG 14, 1948 

JUD.8 14, 1948 

JU11B 14, 1948 

Ja:n.e 16. 1948 

-3 ­

~ 
~ ofeo..-.a 1nt0l"lUd Departmeat

seillD's of Phl_ etfactett. 


I 

Let_'&om 5-.,. ~~ur:r: po'lOla 

]'01" 1"8IIiaelon of 8.CC!'Q8d tortei'Ql".~ , 


i 


x..t,. frca ~~·tIepa!'t1Dent with 
'.tIU..mot! of lllve.'{sation..

I 

~"d!7 to:Departm.en~1 - release of PfiEUtC' ' 
. w Departrael\t,. , 

Sta~ to ~ aoDf1!'111D« request that; .. 

"tun. Psalter \o~can Z-one. 


llGpl7 \0 Mr. Kup, t;~ug him tor 01181et­
anc&. . 


I 

MemoraadurlJ".qu.e't1Dg*'~\e .l)epar''''.' ' 
eourlor be d.etdp.ted toplck Qp Paalt.".... 

. I 

I 
Stato to »are_ of Qwstoma (Mr. ~i!l) 

requallitlagdeUvor;yQf 'Psalter to State 

~wae.n., !l!Ou:r14u'.: ' 


1'e1. 10. 1010 Staie to USPOL4J~, Berlin, 

(CQp7 to 0010ae1 p$t.... QAD) repor_lng . 

~1'Il'1'8 being .. for return or 

I-sal__ air eouriGf".: 

_tmeat ot neau 0:'\ Cuatome (Mr. Steph&u) 
nquostbgtbat PIalMr: be delivered to . 
Departaont .uri... \ 

1 
Iottfled. 'b1' te1ophel:ut ~, Psalter bad 

arrived in Hew $tat~. ! 


Order tor complets aient!l and· ph\)to­
graphs of Pealier. . 


Mr."tolI of BaN Book Din.toa,Llbra1:7 
of CoIlfP'$&s. also ldaa.tit1ed !lsN.'-r. 

'lel. No. l38O~. Berl1n, to Depa'rt­

unt re~ ela.flW"tlon and publ~c1t1. 


I 

\ 
: , 
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REPRODl~D AT THE NATiO~:,~L A~:Cr\I\if.r'l:' 
; -'~~;'-';.. ,,--..:~--

,I,)'; 

i 

~ /(, 

I 
I 
I , 

MlilUatA.IIlUfI OJ fI:m ~ OF ~ 1457 MAIHZ })SALTER BY THE, DEPAJi'D4EH1' , " ,or S':A1'E \ " , .' .',', . • 
i 
I' 

I 
I 

In Rharp coatI's.a' W';t\h the,' coopera~l~ ~ llapartm.,nt of State 

ha$ ganeralJ.,. ~1ved.,l"ODl _rlcan museUms 8ad libr$rl.ea, it ma,y 

btl asaer\edtba,' tho 1457 ~PIalt.r bas *11 ,reoovel'edb.Y ,.th49, ' 

Department i.n spi'. of the 'laclCotcoo~at1OQ from the Librarian of 

tile Houghton r..lbrary of !:Ia.rval;d i.1n1verS1ty. v I ' ' " ,'. ' 


" Inla1W8l7,Mt. William A. Jackloa. tib~..r1an of the ~tQn: 

Library -'.fo1' mre boolm) came to ~. f1710r with ,\he, 1nf'ormationtbat 

tlii8'~~U@l)l.bOGk of PIia.1.l'Wl 'bad, app.,aredon tbeN"York~taild,' 

ou.tl1118d !U.s -acbeme to obtain this boOk_f~r ,~8 library. ,'He ,n.scribed! 

L1~ as worth $25Ot000; loO~d' trom the, repos1toi-;y of ,the Dreadep{ tjibr.q 
~-~th8war;' imported into Hew YOI"lc. ~r~, ~~~lIl:~' ,mid 's.Dip1:~e~ 
,that it, .bad not'D.,en decl~ed.t. Hft :1'ef'uMd 'tol di~~ !lDl~_i~o~t1C>a! 
&Ii,t(.) tao whereabouts of tne book,sayiag that) it would be a vi01a-tion / 
cof_~18 oonfldencet~t the ttr~fu&'eell bOOk dealer had plaeed -in him.' 

(/'- - -' . ~ . -, 1 '-, . -- -,' ''''-, ., .. ,__ -.1 : 

, Mr• .lacksonproposed, that be bea110wd to seCret17 ~ 

purchase t.ba bo. for $10,000, with tbeapp~ tl' the ~,t1lJant, : 

t.llAt it bel1l\1'lTeDdered to the Q<ivernmentand r8mand.ed 'bf tbe'~~rtment 

of St.teto the custodT ot Baritard tfuiversity Under atrWateeS1,11p ~ 

1~U'd.. the Llbl'lU70f Ccmcre••• 8IldJAarpn t.+brary.Tbe 11bray.ian~ 

of the three bsUtUtiOD8 should daeide Whea the boOk shOuld be retwn­

. ,,' .- " !. '. ': :", ""':- " 

ed to ,Drolden. fhe G4?Yernment, he 8~tedt -1II'lnGt to'be rell~d,upon 

to a.ssume cus.."',otv of the book. ' ' ' " ' , ',',' · 


~ , , ,I ' ' 
, Ifa waa wUl1Dc '0 "&amble", as he said. Ithe$10.~ thlttt he would 4 

be able to keep the book 1ndef"1n1telf. for t~ twenty. or thirty ',ears. 
Be fur~' COD\endec1. that if' we did not a&l'ee ~o hi.propo..at'~118 book ' 
m.1.gIlt be 1oat,JIIltilate4. or retUl"Red 1Iilmed1at# to Iurope.!lf ' 

I ' ' 
, , ' ,I ' 

In b1. dAtterminatiQD to o'Qta1Dtbe Paal.~er. Mr. J~BQn. illtt!, ' 

written DUlnerOus letters, made f..n.nwerabl. telephonea calla, ariti Coma ' 

to Wash1n&t;Oll OIl two occaaions. on his visit Ito t.he Depa:rtll1f!intoa , . 

Apl.'11 23,1948; :1t waS learned tbata consular UNolee' na.d.beeXl,'i~sued. 

ib.e Department 1mmecUa.tel1' hquestedaJi iava.t~.tion b1 the~h~~ 

of CustOll8, obWDed. the full lDtormaUon Oft tlle consular a:voic" 

from Pra.aa. tn.,Psalter _elteizad'by the, ,~,'~8rtm,nt~' ana: 

tUl-ned OVer to tha.Dlpartmeni of ~\a.t••J Ar~ti'l( ~v,'"l>efi",~' 

with"theDepartmant'ot~-the It..r!J1f to "r5tUri\ the bPOk to ~•. ··The.·.. • 

United State. foli tical. Adviser baa been Aotiti~d of·1ta 1r.ap8nd.1i1& 

return. I 

, , I . . ' 
Mr. Ja.claBOA doee not know hQw we obta1.a the necessary information. 

Be. hafJ 1&f1OJ'ed ~ repea..a expl8D&UOl18 by let~r f'ft.m the Dep&rtment 
~ in cOJlvaraa\1on wi. Mr. ~1e;r aDd l4liJs Hall that ..tAe DepQrtBient 
could onl.T handle the .'teI' 1a coafomiV wlth\eatUllsb8dpollC1'o, . I·' 

108.154 


http:r8mand.ed
mailto:tlii8'~~U@l)l.bOGk
http:libr$rl.ea


I 

!----- ­
R(S : .-.:_S4:=...1.l---_-
EntrY /At 6'2 D- Lf 
FHeA-r-deJ,tL ~ ~, 
, I 

Box. -.!2.:2::--~-----
, , ' 

" of'~""'''...' '~- ~ ....~""""'~ .'. '" " 

. . .' . 

-I 
! • 

, i", ." ", ' 
fie 1.... fl.'Cia the ~ repon, ot~helr lnv.nl~i~tioDt~' 


Mr. 'Jackson 1Dt0rme4 \he dealer that the ~ei'limentm1ght .1,H thAt 

book and. advised lQJa DO' to sun"811der 1, but to It 01t Ught" until '1t 

was pl~Up. ' ; 

I ~taddth.n.t Mr., ~ier haa full¥ supported the ,po"ition I 
havu cC:)nslstently reCGm1leDded. Be bas alwa.YB arJ,'QI'lQtd,;U' ,po$s1blC!. 
~or mo' to ljepressnt whailever ho talked wi tb Mr~ JackSon:on,tpe phOne. 

"Oncme suCh ooC&ialon. 1Ir. Ja.ckaon became 81Jir11' andlluDg up. III fiiVfiJ!'I' 
PQas1ble ~. Mr. Tyler showed the utmost courteq and ~tiei1ce '~ 
dea1.1ug , _ ~ fir. Jackmon. ' ' ' , 
. -. . : .' . 
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LIBRARY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

THE HOUGHTON LIBRARY 0F!:! ~;.E. C:{ 
ASSiSTMH ~ECiHETAR), 

SEP iq 5 05 PH 'LIB 
10 September 1948 ,,' : 

. FOR ~ 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
O::P/\IHrr:ENT OF STATE 

The Ron. George Allen 
Assistant.Secretary of State 
New State Building. Room 4168 
21st Street & Virginia Avenue 

. Washington 25. D.O. 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

Herewith is a statement con­

cerning our' side' of the Psalter affair. 

I believe it to be accurate, and some­

what restrained. Perhaps time will make 

me less violent in the matter. 
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:,' 
-	 . II"'Y 

.. 

, ..., tho, po~ ,1\mGti.OIUJot ·tbs, llIpartmDnt .of ,State "*lat1~ 

totbe.~"'* ,awl. aalvapot ..ka of, &1'\ aM. obJec\s otcultUl'al 

~ 1e -,r""., oflooWd anii' ~.~ _JeoWw~ch &QT, 


"1le ~, to the l1U.-.dStatei. 111 eon'r~' to .~' ac1;i11;ttea )'
of the··, arta ,aDd ~l8~. tba recove17 of looted ,ar1;·11l the . 
tm.1tod. SIa_ 18 a ~t1o. prcNl1em. ) \ ,/' 

\ 

~~t of Siate .b8.a adopted _po~c1e8. 'ilbaftrest 

....... apeo1ftcall¥ \'11th ,·the re~ Qf .art wh1gh was ~. home· bJ 


=:-:.~~ :::-J::==:(3:OO'~;be. \ 
,reporMd. .- ~8COV~ ... ~ pol.1qy tor the GOIlti:'ot t.ater- l 
na.UOMl, ."'&de in lOohd~. ,_ drafW" the D4,~1;men,t,of..,Sta,:te.' (~on. D1v.)

/ ' aDd is called. \be frlpa.rllto Ap'..... otJu'b.' 8.. 1946. 11;1•.~. . , 

~t a.lDODC tl.W. the Elk. iit.Dd li'raAOe with 6ll.moat:elli ,~ . 

co~Ui.a JiOW pal"t1cd.pa.~ " ",::" " 


I, • ",'_: 

.' ,1be tipan1-. ~t 18 an ...taDdS_.coatr1~~J"~f1our 
GoVemtlaDt tor tba eveiitual 1"8COVery of obJeCtS 108_ 1nlt¢liCi';',~ :U 

end' at111J4.~ I.t· 1'; l~t that ~B,pQl1. be' ~t:.¢t~v.l.y 

canied ou.t 1n the UalMcl~, aatb1e cowW1a, t~'.<' ,tp,e<~et

ma.r.ket for 'V8luable GbJecU.&¥maous 8U11a ot!~' ~"l:k9i~'I1plYed 

in the l11a_ Waffle of, looted. art~ 1'i1e ~8QM. adII,1~~,Qt~6ttiOD. 

01' th1s pollq w111 contribute to ,the FOd·.. of QUI" COlIit., ..tQ tb$ 

foreign pollCW of the ~t. and wiD tl1e &ratltude of fpre1p:

nationa. tor oul:tural obJects are &1.,. Cher1abed. ' " . 


. !' . 

" . ~ two Polle1•• are to~ upon 1D.te~tiOJJa1 laW ·SJld· .1Ilt.~ 

natlUD8J. ___.....,. W .,n.1ch ib1aGovel'lWlfiDt 1s\obUpte4. (l~d. 

urgeatl,y reC01JlA8Dlt. ,\bat ilw.. OltU..,t10118 be _"wlde~ pQbll_.) . 

Dut".arebaaod aboVe aU ~the pr1Jw1ple \ofroapOotf.~t:)l1e ., 
iavlolabi11tt' at an and the 1D~t¥ of cultur,al lD1UtuU..·.:·~ld 


, bytbiICc:uat.'.,. lq bet... ~.__ ., formal obl1..tlO1l8i~,&"equlre 

. 1t. 1a .. .-.rtaan peUUca \0 the Br1t1sb too racoVe;' pr4n~"" loot 


in, the War of 11l2, ih8re .. wri..ttea ·tbe te1.1c:1tou F- tl:ui.t 1ftt 
have hal..,. 'b8ea at peace w1~ the...II 	 " 

1he Dapartrliant of State baa relied upon ~\JIIIJ, libraries, 
and wd."era1t~ tor11lfonm.tlO1l, ~'d1J11 a:t1¥ obJecJt wb1ch CWa8~: to 

~l' attelltlQll aael t. SuSpected of beUc loot. ",fhe Depart~t,b6ia 

received. the 1I108\~OWI cooperatiQll from ma&V' llUSeuma. whiehlias 

mater1all1' aided 1& the i'OC()wrJ of ftluabl" obJects, wdr:l, fl;om 

publlc calleo\1oRa abJ'oad. " 


~~ 	 \ 

, 	 '" \be 14;'1 ~ Paa1tar be1onctD& to ina ~a Bt,bllothek ot 

Dre$d8n ie the tira' work of art of 1I\Ipl"8lIe UIportalaQe Vlbi9b' .. 'been' 
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The return of this bock to QSOS ami to the. QU$toaT'oftheMOJiU,­
men~a. F1n.o .'s. OIutArcb1veaaec~aa.. to pl~'lt ••xb1b1tlQ1i at 
the W1eB~Oentral Collectinc Point, wbore Qe~ owned collf}cti0ZU9 
arehelc4· to I1ve the recovery .and:-etw:n fAPllropr1at. publicity ie . 
in contormit¥. with the Tripartite ~ement. It 1s bellevCtdtbat 1t 
will f'ur1her d8a0nstrat.e to tho German people OW.'" 1utes;ritV' Sou' r~'lpeGt­
ing" the~p ot works of ll.l·t. It wi:l1. w..so d.emonBtrate to other 
European DaUOJlS our ef'fortato .~ out tll4'l progl'f;IIll of the Tr1~t1te 
J\Sl'eement. (!I!he~ment has ~d¥ 1nfo_4 tbfi CzechQsloVQk1t1D, 
tha· lrollCh. 0Dt1 \he BrU;1ssb, Gova~t. that this v4illJGl;ble Psslter .',: 
had appeaJ'ed OIl' the Bew YorIt PilU'hltt. and effons were hlning ma(le. to 
recover It•. tis wa~ done .wben it appeuted prQbable thlt.tit would bEt 
re,turned to ~.) It Vlil1 &lS0 S8rY.enotice to 1Jlternat1onal ' ' 
dealers that this Government 11J CUTli'1~ thl'oudl with the announced 
policy. , ' ! " 

To' retain tb1s pw.w fo't aqr l;'E".&SOA in' the United States wQ\dd. 
I believe. have .....d1..troua effe"t UpOll tl".s 18p1.emsntatlon of the 
Tripar~ite Agoement and. upGU(lovermentpolicie8 l~toma.r(}..~. flDll1l. 
and satlnfaetor:r post-war a.ttlemont tor 1111 eu.1tura1· property. . r· . . , 

• .' I • ' 

I 
I 

i 

l 
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The State Department and the' "1457 Psalter" 

.. . I 

The 1457 Mainz Psalter is a book which is regarded by
! 

those interested in such matters with almo$t idolatrous respect, 

for it is the first book with a date, the first book with a 

I
colophon, the first book with a printer's ~k, the first book 

, 
i 

with two-, indeed .three-color printing, and the first book to 

contain music (although this latter is inserted by hand); and 

while there are ten copies of it mown, no Icopy, nor a:n:y frag­
, 
I 

ment of a copy, is in this country. It wo~ldbe difficult to 

estimate its proper value, except to say that if the Library 

of Congress correctly appraised the St. Paul 'copy of the Guten­
, 

berg Bible at ¢300,000, then this book is ~ great deal more 
I 
I

valuable, for of the Gutenberg Bible there ;are more than two 
I 

score copies mown, and eleven are in this ,country. 

I

It might be more correct to say t~t there has been no 

copy here, s1ilce at the moment there is one', 
i 

a copy which pro­

perly belongs to the people of Saxony. It comes from. the 

Landesbibliothek in Dresden, and it is the tale of how this book , I . 

came to this country and of what bas bappen~d to it since (~t
• I. , 

I wish to tell here" During the war the German Government sent 

the rare ~books. from. the Dresden Landesbibl10thek for safe­
, 

keeping to Czechoslovakia. When the Germans were driven out of 
i . 

Czechoslovakia these books were left in Czech territory and were 
. 

seized by the Russians, just as they seized 
, 

the Sistine :Madonna 

. from the Dresden Gallery, which is now in MOscow. Apparently
I 

I 
I 
I 
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some Russian soldier "liberated" the Psalter while it was en 

rou.te to Moscow and sold it to a Czech book.eeller. I don't mow 

how IIII1ch that bookseller paid for it, but according to postwar. 
, 

Czech law it was le~l for him. to own GerrllEm Government or private 
I 

. I 

property found or obtained in Czechoslovalda. It was not legal for , 
. I 

him to export it from. Czechoslovalda without a license from a bureau. 
I 
I 

established for that purpose. 
i 

This bookseller is a man of considerable experience, and 

he undoubtedly was awe.re that it would be possible for him. to 

extract from the book several leaves, particularly the first lea·f 

with the great colored initial B, and thei last leaf with the colophon 

and printer 1 s device, and to sell these leaves, without a:ny necessity
• I 

I 
of establishing provenance, for at least flO,OOO apiece. That ~uch 

I 
i 

a figure is not an exaggerated one can be isubstantiated by the fact 

that these leaves have been reproduced perhaps as often as any non­

illustr,ated leaves of t~e fifteenth century, and yet no such leaf 

is mown in the Western Hemisphere; s1ngl~ leaves of block books, 

even of the more comm.on ones of which several complete copies are 
I 

. i 
known in this country, have sold recently ~or as high as ~,000;. 

: l,F 

and aNew York bookseller has within th~ y~ar catalogued one-fourth 
. I. . . 

of a leaf from the 36-line Bible at ¢;OO, ~espite the fact that 
. , 

there are in this country at least six separate leaves of the 

;6-line Bible, a book of vastly less bibliographical and artistic 

interest than the Psalter. 
I 
I 

,The Czech d.ealer, knowing that it Was only a matter of time 
I, 

until the Russians took over his country, ~d realising the value! . 

of this_ book, but also the difficulties of (selling it without a 
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clear title which would be recognized int~rnational~, wrote to 
I 

a bookseller .in New York whom he knew, Mr~ , Herbert Reichner, ask-. 

ing him if he would be interested in selling a copy of the Psalter. 
i 

Mr. Reichner answered that of course he wduld, thinking that it might 

be merel¥ a facsimile but being curious to know what it was all 

about. Nothing at the time was said to Mtj.
i 

Reichner 
'. 

about the 
. I 

fact that this book came from Dresden and it bears no bookplate 

or other mark of its provenance. About the time the Russians ... -
. 

. 
. 

i 
took over Czechoslovakia the book arrived In ~ew York by plane 

from Holland. It had been sent with a consular invoice which 

contained several misstatements of fact: 1. that it was sold 

and not on consignment; 2 .. that it wa~ valp.ed at some ¢300; and / 

3. that it was dated 1557 instead pf 1457 .~I These misstatements 

are important mainl¥ as teclmicalities, for it was on the basis 

of them that the book was first seized, as!will be later told; 

but it should be observed that it is impossible to export books 

printed before 1500 from a number of Europ~an countries without 
! 

very special permits from the government. :It should also be . . , 

noted that it is difficult, if not impossible, to export bo~ks
I 1('1' 

! I "­
from many European countries without a def~ite sale being registered. 

This is, of course, eo that the countries may collect the foreign 
. . 

~< • 'I ,
exchange. Nevertheless, these mis-statemeIl;ts made by the consignor 

in no way defrauded the U. S. Government but merel¥ made it possible 

to ship the book out of Europe. 

When the book arrived 1.'1 New York ~. Reiclmer was somewhat 
... ,. 1 , 

. . 

terrified to find that it was obviousl¥ the: Dresden copy. It was 
- . . I 
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I 
in the original pigskin binding and it J)Cked the several leaves 

that are recorded as being missing from Jhat copy. His first 
I 
Iinclination was to return it to the Czech dealer, but before doing
I 

so he decided to ask 1.11J' advice about it, land one Sunday earlylllst 

spring I called on him and was shown the 
I
Ibook. I:t seemed to me at 
I 

- I 
that time, and it still does, that there jiS no question but that 

t~e book belongs: to the people of saxony~ However, it seemed 
. . i 

then, and still does, that there is littJie likelihood at the 
.• - I . 

. . I . 
moment that if the book were returned to :Dresden it would stay 

I 
I 

there. I therefore advised Mr. ReiChnerjthat if he would keep 

the book in his vault and say nothing ab~ut it, I would approach 
, I 

. . . . I ' 
the State Department to find out whether they might approve the,

I . 
I ' 

keeping of this book in America until such time as it could be 

returned to its proper owners in Saxony. I . . 
I . 

My reasons for hoping that this might be accomplished 

were that despite the fact that in Europeithere are ten copies 
. \

of this book, the bibliographical proble~ which it presents 
I . 

have never been solved, nor has any adequate reproduction of the 
. I . 

Whole book eVer been attempted. The maj.or bibliogra:phical1·problem 
I ~~ I .~', 

is thiS, that there are apparently two editions both dated 1457 I 

. .' I·. 
with entirely different settings and containing different numbers 

I 
of leaves, and the order of printing of t~ese two editions has 

, 

not been established..The reason why the ibOOk has not been 
I

facsimiled is probably owing to the fact that no copy is known in 
I 
i 
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! 
I 

which the ink is not somewhat faded, and !therefore a facsimile 
I . 

cannot give an adequate impression of wnat the book looked like, 
I 

when it originally came from the press. To solve, if possible, 

both of these problems seemed to me a challenge which American 
I 
I 

scholarship might accept. 

Shortly thereafter, I went to Washingt;on and called 
I 

upon Mr. Win.R. Tyler, an old friend, who: stated that he was 

in charge of such matters in the State DePartment. I obtained 
i 

from him a promise that no attempt would ~e made to trace the 

present location of the book without telling me in advance. My 
. i ', ' 

reason for this was that if the State Dep~rtment should decide to 

seize the book, it would be better to hav~ it delivered to themI . 
than to have the identity of the Czech bookeellerrevealed to 

, ' . I 

anyone, for that man, who by sending thislbook out of Czecho­

slovakia in order to have it available when he and his family
I 

I 
could escape fram the Russian Zone, would!be in very critical 

danger if the Russians kriew of what he had done•. Furthermore, 
. ! 


. ! 

Mr. Reichner had begged me not to reveal his name if it could 

possibly be prevented, because as' a former citizen of Vien.pa he 
. . I~i 

, I ~ 

had had experience with bureaucratic offic:1als, and though now 

an American citizen he feared that such bureaucrats were of the 
i 
I 

same type in America as they are in Europe~ If the'State Depart­

ment attempted to trace the book, I knew that they would sooner 
I 

or later discover the cOI,Lsular invoice und+r which it had been 
I 

admitted, and the names of both Mr. Reichner and the Czech 

i 
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bookseller would then be in the files of Various departments in 
i 

'Washington and might somehow from there g~t into the. hands of the 

Russians. 

Upon "receiving this promise, I prFPosed that a trustee-
I 

ship be set up consisting'of the Librariah of Congress, the Lib­

rarian of the Morgan Library, and the Librarian of Harvard, any two 

of whom would be empowered to decide when: it was ,proper for the 

book to be returned to Dresden, and that the State Department 

approve that the book be placed in the ctj.rtody of the Harvard 
, 

Library under the control of these truste~s, that no term should 
i 
I 

be set upon the time the book should remain at Harvard, but that 

that should be left to the judgment of the majority of the trustees. 
I 

At that time I said that if the State Department would approve of 
I . 

such a trusteeship, Harvard would endeavor to reimburse the Czech 
. ! 

, I 

bookseller for his service to civilization in preserving the book 
I , 

intact. Later I shall explain why I think this action important 
I 

not just in relation to this book, but in! connection with the 

recovery of ,all types of war loot. 
I 

! . 1/ 
. , . ~ 
.Mr.. Tyler at .that time expressed his belief that- this 

. I 

. I 

was a proper requ~st, and assured me thatlhe would do what he 

could to see that it was sympathetically teview~d by the State 
I 

Department.. A few weeks later he informed me that the legal 

department· of the State Department had been unwilling to agree to 
I 

the trusteeship as outlined by me in our first conversation. In 

order to make sure of the ethical grounds 
I 

i on which I was basing 
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I
this request" I then consulted Justice Owen Roberts" formerly 

chairman of the Roberts Commission on Fin~ Arts Monuments. Mr. 

Roberts assured me that he thought it proper" and indeed that he 
I 
I 

thought since I knew of the existence of this book" it was my 
, 

'moral res:ponsibility to do everything in nbr power to see that rIW' 

proposal was carried through. 

Following rIW interview with Justic,e Roberts" I had a 
! 
I 

conference-in 'Washington with Mr. Tyler an;d Mr._ Huntington Cairns" 

a former member of the Roberts COnmd.ssion.i At that time I proposed 

that" failing the acceptability of the trusteeship proposal" the 
, I 

book be surrendered to the State Department" to be received in the 

name of the people of Dresden, and
, 

that it! 
I 
be remanded to the care 

I 

of Harvard by the State Department" with the understanding that it 
I 
I 

would remain there until such time as it could be safely returned , 

to the people of Dresden" that this act wohld be publicly acknowledged 

both by the State Department and by Rar:va~" and ,that the book 

would be available at lIarvard for stu~ an~ facsimile. This pro-
I . 

posal Mr. Tyler agreed to take to the legai department'and his 

superiors in the State Department. 

After some delay I was informed theLt this proposal was 
. . I, 

viewed favorably by the Department" and I went to 'Washington to 
- I ' 

, i ' 
arrange the details. At that time I had a:second interview with 

I 

Miss Ardelia Hall" who is the official of ~he ~tate Department 

in whose hands the files of the Roberts Commission are kept" and , 
I ' 

who is directly responsible for the continuance of such of the 
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i
I 

' 
activities of that Commission as are, car::ried on by the State, 

Department. At that time she was responsible to Mr. Tyler. 

There is no question but that Miss Hall is devotedly trying to , , , 

i 
carry out the purpose for which the Roberts Commission was formed" 

which has been stated in the Tri-Partite'Agreement as the return 

of objects such as this Psalter to the p~oper owners. At the same , 
I 

time" I cannot resist stattns that Miss Hall has soma peculiar ideas. 

One is that there apparently does not exist an honest bookseller 

or art dealer. Another is that it seemsr impossible for her to 
I 
r 

recognize that this Psalter is a pr1nt~d: book" of which there are 

other copies in existence, and not a unique manuscript. ThiS,
I ,! 

I' ,
which would seem to be a small matter, ihvolves in her mind questions

, , 

of international copyright and a good many other things which 

effectually, it seems to me" prevent her 'from seeing such a proposal 
r 
I 

as this one in its proper light. I 

Miss Hall stated that while thepI:oposal appeared to the 
i 

Department to be feasible, they wished ~o inform a representative 
: r 

of the Landesbibliothek that the ,book w~s to be remanded to the 

custo~ of Earvard and, if possible, to:obtairi his consent. She 
C ' i :;.<'1' 

stated that the present Librarian of thEfLandeSbibliothek, a 

Russian appointee, probably would notg1ve his consent, but that 

the former Librarian was in the American Occupied Zone and would , I 

, I 


undoubtedly be pleased to learn that th~ book had been recovered 

and that it would be safely held for his Library at Harvard. She 
r 

did not say that it was necessary to ob1:'ain the consent of this 
I , 

,/ 

108166 




.~.DECLASSIFI~D 

~~C(1!I~f~g~
• ," :.). 

. ;_~ ___.-..i~.i~_____'4:O:..~~· 

\ 

,/,,1' > 
__,· 

':"-.. 

\ 
I 

-9­

persOIl, but that it would be a courteouEl 
\ 

gesture to attempt 
. 

to do 
I 

II 	 . 
so. A formal statement of the proposal Iwas ther~UPOIl drawn up, by 

Miss Ball and me and shown to Mr•. Tyler'\ and I was informed that 

within a week or ten days word should be; obtained from Germany: of 
. I . 

. \. 
the consent, and the matter would. then bi put through. I was 

.eager to have it accomplished at that tike as the annual meeting 
- II . 

of the Visiting Oommittee of the Barvard\Library would occur some 
. 	 I 

two or-three weeks thereafter. 	
I 
\ 
I
I . I 

Before returning to Washington, 9ut after having been told 
. , . i· '. . '. 

that the proposal was viewed favorably by the State Department, I 
I 
I 

had cOnmnmicated' with the Czech dealer' arid obtained his consent: 
, 	 \ ' 

to accept ¢10,000 as full payment for al~ of his rights and interest 
I 	 . 
I 	 .

in the book•. I believe that such a sum 	~s a proper one, not only 
. 	 I . 

. 	 i 

that the Czech might not some day appear _fPon Mr.· Reicbner' s or 

Harvard's doorstep and demnd the return bf his property, but 
I . 


. . I

also because there undoubtedly are, in the hands of private 

. 	 I 
, 	 I . 

. 	 I
citizens throughout Russian Occupied Europe, objects of great 

I 
artistic or historical value, formerly German property, such as , 

I 	 .:/' .! 	 ,?;
.this Paalt~r, which are being held, gener¥ly legally within the 

, 	 I . . 
country, by people who would like tc;> use that property as a means 

I 	 ' 
1 	 I

of esta~;ishing a credit outside Russian-~eld Europe.. They would 
ibe encouraged to preserve such items unmutilated if they knew that , . 	 . I 

-
. 	 I

I 

they could receive not the full value, bu~ some fraction of it, 
I 

if they brought such objects with them to iiestern Europe. On the 

other hand, if it is known that they cannor obtain any compensation 

j 
I 
i 
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for preserving such items unmutilated, tp,ey ~dll do one of two 
I 

things; either they will turn them over to Russian hands, or 
. I 

mutilate them in order to destroy all re?ord of provenance, and 

no doubt irreparably damage the articlesi The Treasury Depart-
I 
I 
I

ment, in its efforts to control smuggling, ha.s for many years 
I 

paid a percentage to informers. If the United States Government 
I 

I 
. I 

really wishes. to preserve such objects a~ this Psalter and not 
i' 

.•. - I
drive the trade in them underground and 1:;0 such countries as the 

! . I (
Argentine, it would be well advised to c~siderthe possibility of 

. I 

paying some such token sum as was in thi, case arranged with th~ 

Czech dealer. I 
I . 

As soon as a figure of ¢10,000 wa~ known to be acceptab~e
I . 

to the Czech, I obtained the promise of that sum from ten friends 
. I 

I 
of the Harvard Library, who were told tha~ it was a g~mble as to 

I . 
I . 

how long the book might remain at Harvard \but that the pa;vmentof 

such a sum was not unreasonable if the book should stay at Harvard 
I 

long enough for its bibliographical stu~ Ito be completed, that: . 
I 

many other scholarly projects involved the payment of sums to . I 4(,tV' 

obtain the use of original material, and that the ¢lO,OOO~would 
. \ . 

be a fair rent if the work could be carri~d tlJrough to its comple­
I

tion.· I 

I 
On the 23rd of April when I left ~aSh1ngton I had every 

i 

confidence from the assurances of Mr. Tylelr and 1<11ss Hall that the 
. I 

matter would soon be completed. I did not\ hear from them in the 
\ 

next two' weeks and telephoned sometime ear;Ly in May, only to be 
I 
! 
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told by Mr. Tyler that the book was beinS seized by the Treasury 
! 

Department on the instructions of the State Department. This 
, , I 

action was, of course, undertaken withou~ regard to the promise 

that Mr•.; Tyler had givan me that I shouldl be informed before such 
I 

action was :instigated. In the course of a week or so the F.B.I. 
i 

traced the Consular Invoice and Mr., Re1chner receiVed a visit from 

officers of the Treasury Department, who !took him and the book to 

their New-..:rorkoffice, where the book was: seized an.d a receipt
! 
i 

given. He was informed that it was seized on the grounds of 
, I 

technicalities 10 the papers, and that he! had the 'right to protest 
. i 

and make a claim, and that :in the normal ~ourse this claim would be 
! 

heard, and that, as the Government had been in no way-defrauded, 
. I 

I 

there seemed to the New York officials no: reason why the book should 

'not be returned t,o him.. I will not go inro the details of the making 

of the protest and the claim, but merely state that the book was 
,I 

eventually turned over to the State Department by the Treasury. , 

By that time Mr. Tyler had been t~ansferred from W'ash:ington 

and was no longer in charge of such matters, his successor being 
I 

the Hon. George Allen, AsSistant Secretary of State. Mr!yiAllen' 
i .• 

and his deputy talked the matter over with me on several occasions 
I 

by telephone, and informed me that a f1na.~ decision on policy would 
~ I 

be made within a certain time. Whenever that date came, the 
, 

decision had still not been made, and I w~s informed again that it 

would be made by another date. They also assured me that if the 
. I 

I 

decision should be adverse, they would grant me.a hearing to make 
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sure that the matter had been properly considered. Nevertheless, 

not having heard from them, I telephoned on: Auguet 6th and was 
I 

'then informed that a decision had been made: to turn the book over , 
. ' 

t.o the Library of Congress to be held for return to American Occupied 

Germany for storage in Wiesbaden, that the :decision was made on the 
. I 

grounds that according to the Tri-Partite Agreement the United States 

Government had no alternative but to turn the book over to some 

agency of the Government for temporary cus~ody until the present 
I 

difficulties were settled and the book could be returned safely,to
I . 

. . . ..' ! . . 

Wiesbaden. Apparently, our optimistic state Department thinks that . '.' .. 

while the present discussions with MOscow are in progress the time 

is not propitious for returning this book !but that as' soon as 
I 

'things have straightened out a bit', it should be sent. In Mr. 

Allen's mind th!s was only a matter of' a few weeks or months, and 

he felt that there was no possible altern~tive to this deciSion. 

There has fram the beginning been/no difference of opinion 
I 

between the State Department and the Harvard Library as to the 

proper ownership of this object. It belonged and should belong 
I ..//-. 

to the people of Dresden. But Dresden isi in the RussianlOccuPied 
I 
, 


Zone, the book was seized in Czechoslovakia by the Russian army, 

lie : i 

and had"" it not been stolen by a RuSSian soldier and sold to a 

Czech bookseller, would presumably now b~ in MOscow togetner with 
i 
I 

the other treasures from Dresden which m::e known to be there. 

The Un~ted States ,Government has no moral obligation regarding 

this book, as it has in the case of the paintings from the Kaiser 
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Friedrich Museum which were seized by our~. But it does 


have the responsibility of seeing that eventually it goes back to 


the people of Dresden, if when it goes back it is likely to stay

" , l ' 

there. ' When the present Tri-Partite Agreement regarding war loot 
! 

was made, our representatives apparently did not concern them-

I
selves with the problema that liould arise with regard to the return 

, I 

! 
of objeqt!3._to the Russian Occupied Zone, ap.d apparently" if Mr. 

Allen is correct" have so tied the bands of the United States Govern­

ment that it must carry out blindly its oba.1gations under the Agree-
I ' I ' ' , 
I 

ment" so that this book, which might have been kept temporarily in 


this country so that scholars could work w:ith it, must now go to 

, 

dead storage in Wiesbaden" where it can do neither the people of,
,! ' 

I 

, Dresden nor the people of Germany any possIble good. I might men­

tion that there are in the American Zone ~lready two other, copies 

of this book" and,therefore it is not a ~ique item and need not be 

so regarded. 

In conclusion I can only say thiS" that if in the far 
I 

more weighty matters of international relations which face,pOur 
! ' !../~~. 


State Department today, our officials l..'-seno more foresight in 


making agreements" and are always afraid ~o do even that which 
I 

- ithey agree ought to be done" because they iwill" as they say" 
! 

"stiCk their necks outli" if, even in minor matters concerning which 

they have given their personal word they fail to keep it either 
I 
I 

through.pressure of other affairs or plain forgetfulness, and if 
I 
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Iin order to make any decision on a large matter or small they
I . 
I 

must spend weeks and months "in conference~, then the outlook 

for the country in its increasingly difficult foreign relatione 
I 

is dark indeed. 

Win. A. Jackson 
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snl~~l~d Juoda Bnob aaw 201dJoH .aiS~sd ~rrleol a cl sl bla~la ma I 

10 ,('!o;ta @."'(J Lt,::i'n:lf 8I~W'~t .9ae0n orrJ- 'Ie: e1:e ..C,'H:~36il'[(') 0d,j- £!:'t).,tJ-8f!t cd 
!;lrU ~9a n.G~ !JOlT. j',l!;frj oe .~ :?l9S1'J~n,[9~1 111 p~i.dr.~CP~j,~y,:t~ ''tJ:,bffJ 

! ~booS "Y;1:SV;- .1e.,o fill: lIOOiJlfO 

0: 8"1110"( 'tI9":r. aord:g 

Dr •. Rudolt}l~r11ner 
Museum .0:£ 'Art 
Rhode IslaDdSchool of Desig'n," .. , . l' . . .' . "II' . 'to,t s'! sO
'l?rovse'nire iI' 

ah¢df! . :r'sland' 

Dear ,Dr.• 'Beiiiner., 

I ~msor~Y'that you have, Bot 'bogged d;own in the 
buek-passingo'! ~,ov.rnntentagQne1esi])lWashl.nil:ton, for I feel that 
youwill-neve,r a~4in e~~fJ out, into the el~a.r1:i.l?iht 0.£ day.. ~fo Olell) 
down ·ther~ will admit. to jurIsdiction in the f!e'l(i' oi:, works of ~1"t 
loote_d i~('}er'ma~~t.· /The-j).rmy 'should. bein'~ere!!t_ed"ill~H~"se~ itlvo1 ving; 

,infl'aet'i'onofmilitl1rydisciplineJ but a:s '1: am 'told that the rank­
l:ing'mt11••ryg,dty.e.±n.ld~',::tn the" city c·£:· Ber:1in w.as in thed.ia~()nd.... ,j 

... ;.'b:llJ~::ine,§~s up .to' h1.s eYel.;tds, ariel ,as IknQ'A,' lth~t: thes:ti;me" ientl~ma.n j 

a.Pl'~:&r~<i." ;a:S~,1!~1tn~s~,t1)r.~he der~ntleWhen~is f,;\6nume:nts"~f£icerwts 
~nt:r-~Ql f~~·deal~,ngln.~rkf) ,ot art, at lv~ie~~;im~ the ~EHit+~~Q9 
s,Ed:dt'l'lat the·l.irccnl;'lie~ -tHtOti.l"d,1:ie( dealt vti,tri h:niently 1:lecause he had 
ri?tkfl:~n' th9'ArmYie~U:la.ti~p:~~ ~onth€ s-u'b~~fct"/.:r. donttkl'low b~l'! -rar: 
you. w1'11 getw,ith the ~epa~tm~:nt of the Ar,my... '.. . , I 

1'be Departae'ntof .the T~easul'r is nominally inte r­
e~3'ted. in matters. inv91vingtpf.l!importatiQIl ofmateri4din'to the 
TJni·ted States. without paymen:t o;f cuatom du:ties. But "non a univar... 
s1 typrofefHror temporari-lyeng.aged. in HonUlUsnts and Fine Jq:!ts work 
under military gove,rnme tit "aridbl£!.ck-marke~ing like mlild' the whole 
time he. was thera, &ppeared:tQ Jutve vio'la~ed 1'\0 custom refi;u,.la.t;io·ns 
inl'daw.l101esale;, _s1!~P:li1t1i'lt 'o'fbook!i'lto ~erw IYork" the Tre.asurYT;lepart... 
m'entc -droppoc;r-l:t:s inV:~8,tig$t1ofi;1nto that elas,e. . , -' " " 

I 

The Department of ~ta.tEl is thou.ght by some to 
havo at least Ii kindly1ritarsat intRs mat;terj although to -the best 
of. my knowled.ge it has not yet succeeded i:n iasu,ing a memoran.dum on 
the subject 'Which i am told has. been ia'lfalting typing for well over 
a year. 

1i 

I shall be g.lad to know to lvhoE.l you ad4ressed your 
inquiry after your consultatIon with ~fr .. W~shhurn, '1t only to avoid 
wtlsting my time by addressing the saZll.t>. office 111 the f'tll'ther inquir­
ies that :i0uar~ now prompti!:tg Inf) to make_l 
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I shall bel ·delighted. to doanythi·ng I C8:l to help you, although 
I am afraid it is a los1l:'lU battle. Ilothlng; waEl done' about bringing 
t.o just.1c.e the embe.lIlers o·r .the He~se jewels until the fiJ·torybf 

their ~\.~~~:Whed in New$weekJ so that. you can se~ tl/.e 

outl()ok is. not very good. 


Sincerely yours,, 
~BRll~eB l!~buft .~cr 
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DECU,SSiFIED 
"' : Auu~oriiyM1l~L94~~ 

( £3y ::JW~~2te:r/-
-"~_.~-'----......_-.,."...""'""" ~~"" 

Office Memor(tndum · UNITED StATES GOVERNMENT 
. i 

- t1.- DATE; April. 14,TO , ILI Mr. ,liS 1949 
'. a~g· 

. FROM. ILl ~ Ardelia R. Ball 

SUBJECT: Retention of Psalter. 

C01iFIDmNTIAL 

With regard to the dentention of the l457r.lIainz Psalter in 
the United States since, it was seized by the Treasury .Department 
on May 10, 1948, I believe that the u,partment would vdsh to be 
informed as to recent developments with in;>lications critical of 
the Government and Department. . 

I have been informed from an outside source that it is generally 
known that this valua,ble book was seized by'! the Bureau of .. Customs . 
from' a Ger.rnan refugee dealer and has not been returned to Germany. 
Recently five tapestries from the Bavarian ¥ationalMuseum in ~hlnich 
and from the XUnsthistorisches I~seum in Vienna were surrendered to 
the Bureau of Customs by a New York dealer, jlfll'. M. S•.Sch~, also 
a German, under the formal conditions tha.t they be returned to 
Bavaria and the Austrian Government. I should regard such a 
stipulation as to the responsibility of the iAmerican Govel"Dlilent as 
entirely g:ratuitous, except that the dealer; is uridoubtedly aware 
of the schemes· to retain the Psalter. ~ . 

In spite of the fact that the Department initiated the 
·investigation of the five tapestries and under the usual procedure 
stands as the petitioner and takes custoQy of the objects, the 
Treasury Jl9partment wrote that the Collector of Customs at N.ew York 
had been advised to release the tapestries ~o the Department of the 
Army for shipment to OMGUS (letter from Assistant SeCretary of 
Treasury to the Secretary of State, dated Frbruary 1,1949.) 

. I . 

If the keeping of the Psalter, the onlY object of g:reat . 
importance thus far recovered, shSuld be publicized, criticism from 
other sources would surely be more outspolten. .A:i:Jy retention of 
looted art in the United States will inevithbly be misinterpreted:. 
by enemies of the administration. It would also have serious' 
repercussions abroad upon the international' program sponsored by 
the Department for recovery of miSSing lootr-

It is, therefore I ,urgently recommended tbat the decision to 
retain the Psalter for two or three years 'de reconsidered and that 
the book be returned to the Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point with 
the shipment of Berlin Museum paintings on April 23, 1949. It can 
be returned by the Iepartment of the Army at this time under special 
suuervision of an offi-cer of the National Gallery under the most 
faVorable conditions of safety and security, and at !!:Q. £.Q.§i to the 

-Governmen t.. I 
'" I 

OEX:ILI:ARBalllmeb 
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_ LDRARY OF cxmGRESS 
.. Washin.Poll . 25, D. C. 

c 
.() 

p 
y , 

.luellO" 1949 

. Dear Mr•..Al.l.en: 

. As ~u knOw, WormaJ. COllversationa have been lPing 
forward ~~ni~ a :particular Fogr&IB of :s~larl¥ 8~ -.ul 
wae of the DreadeD. ooP7 J)f the 1457 MainE f,aalt'er. au.chas is 
contemplated ~-~'aecond,p8.l'"86aph of ~ur letter to me of 
~ch lB.. I nOw have 8Dappll,ca.tlontor at~a.1Wle tJ;oom .' . 
lfill1aB1 A. Jackson altho HO~tOl1Llbra2:7 :of Harvard University. 
in a letter dated MIq 19 • which reads' 11'1. part as follows: 

"Mtq I fOl'!Da.1.l7, in ~;~ of ~ Bsrvard College 
L1)1t~aTl':;l'eqWl8t your goOd OffiCes in obta1li~ t_Q9nsent 
of tbe$tate DepartJneri.t forb deposit' in the Harvard 
Llbrar, of tna Dre8den CQp70f tbe 1451 Pi8l~8l"~ vbi($ is 
DOW, I UDd.al'atand, 1D.1Oureare? 9!h8~ardL1lre.l7asks 
fOl!"' the cutod¥ of th18.~· bookln ~rd8r to .~•. r)ut 
a program of $ttrrq and publiCation whiCh we hQpe. will 
result in theaollltlon of a mabel' of problGllB wh10h &1"8 
connected with it. In. the first plaCe. we WiBh to examine 
this f!OP7 topther with reproduction of all the other 
known copie., in order to determine ~ differences. between 
the two editions dated 1457. and their0rde!' of p~lieat1on. 
Wew1ah also to.UH tlUs book aea stim.llluafor the inves­
tiptlon of the ~lnp of printiD8J and. for the fil-st 
t1me in English at tIJlf¥l"ate. 'to give a ,proper account Qf 
the exiating relics of tbe Ha1u pre.. ;prior to 1457. Of 
these, ~ are several·it._ located!in private haluis in 
American which have not been. studied and which we hgpe to 
include in our ~t1..tioJ1. \ 

ItJUrtherraore, we hope to solva' "\h8 probl.soi1"epro­
dIlQ1ng this IIlOIl1lIB8lltal book 1n facil~e. ~e teobDiCal 
mattera involved in tbat wUl be both diU1Cli1lt and Elge~ 
aive, bat it 1s our hope that event~ we can au.eceed i.n 
reproduc1ng this book for the benefit ot acbcilars tbrQ~ 
out the lIIOrld. ,. ! 

MIt the State Dapal"tment eonseats ~ the deposit of 
tb1s book with u.s for the a'bove purpoaes, w will. of course, 
take such eat"e of it as i8 nttug for a document of its 
importance and val.u8, aDd we will Nprd ourselves as tl"WI­ . 
t"as aDd Ctll",.,tors of the 'book tor lie real owners, the people' 
of Dieadan. W. also 8I!Fee that. if' it s)1oald become a matter 
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of h.1.gb Sta\epol1q that this book ~Uld bareturned to 
Germa.Dl', we w.Ul 1mmed1atel7 consent to 1t upon requsst of 
the· Sear'etal7, of State, even though the studies wblch we 
propos. to UDd.artake have nOt been ~.iecl." . ' 

! 
1t 1s .., opinion ~t the proJect which Dr. Jacltson 

FOPoses toUndertak. 1s worthy of favorablecons1~at1()n.I 
kQ.c)w of » alteru.t1va use which should ba,ye ," hi~ priorit7 
wh11e the book remains in the CWltocW ofWe'Gevenllen.t. 
• ,,: ' ! 
, Par••i to 70lJr letter of March; lB. I propose to ,ask 
.~t President CoDaut s1p the docament 111 wh1cb.Barvard would 
Wulertake to fulfill the conditione UDder w.b1eho.se of the bOok 
would.be permitted•. Dr. Jack$Oi1' had told ~.·1ntormallT that he 
does not antic1pate that there 'Wllld be 8:tfJ!dUflculty about; 
meeting this requlrement. ' 

, It 18 clearly: implied in Dr. JackSon's proposal tbat 
,~, ,State Departmeo.tshould ,COlIDl1t itself to the retention, of the 
~alter by Harvard W'1til the date of resUlllp'Uon of Pb-Taicalpo&­
,sessiOJ1 by the Depa!'tmeni for the 801e purpose of reiurning' i~to 
,tbe PeQple of Dresden, even tboUiPthe. con.emplated projec\ m;t€P- t . 
have been completed. I eannot advise the l)epa.'rtment to liP quite 
so far and Buggesitbat 10u reserve the rl&btto 4.eataad the return 
of tluJ Psalter for the purpo8e of meeting ¢oreseen. situations, ' 
diplOmatic or other. which mldlt require lts "call. In JD7 opinion 
the HarTard Library ~uldbe equall,y campe~~t w1th the LibJ'ary
of CoIl6ess to aerveallpurposes of scholarly studl' aDd use, and 
'I foreaee no necessity of reserving the right to the Libra.l7 of 
Congr-essto repossess the Paalter. except for exhibition ~Urposes• 
.Dr. Jacialon baa 1.ndicated that there WOuld i'be no objections to ,'. 
'a,atisf)1Dc this req1l1remeat should 1 t ar1se. Bo.wever, I t~ , , 
Isbouldreserve the ri,p.t for tbe Librarian of CoDl1'eas to require, " 
~ to aatisf'7 legitimate demands for ~ebOl.ariy .tudy m.n uSe 
'ad,ditional to the It'lld7 and use proposed ~. CODD.8ctiou wttb ~ " 
Hiarvard project, aDd to dtinnud the return Of bPaalter i~ in his 
,jl~lJ1lent ~demands are.t satlsfied. : ' 

'	••. ' , I bell~e that tba conditions of security aDd of protec­
tion from careless hend11ne which would a~oUDd this book widle .' 
it is in the CI18t~ of H.arvard. would be wbo1l7 adequato. ~ , 
question of insurance is a diffiClllt one in: arJY case. beeau.se the 
amount for which this bock would have to. be insured would be pro~ 
abl1' as high as Dr. Jack:son ancgests in tb8 memorandum wb1ch he 
sent you last September, 1D the first p&ra&l-aph of vb.ieh be states 
that "tbis ~, 1s a ,eat deal more valuable" thaa the St. Paul, 
eopy of tbe ~tenberg Bible \1il1ch the Llbral7 of CoDgress iEi . 
alleged ~ bave appraiSed at $3OO.OClO. 'Consequently, although 
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i 
·1' belieVe that I, a_ted some time arP the· r&quirement of 
iJlSUrance. I· DOW ref::ommeDd th8.t. 7011pem1t .e to waive this 
reqtdrf.lllllEmt tor the purpose 8nd:underthe IcoDtlit1:ons mentioned 
apove. fhe ript. aheuld 'be reserved' to tlie Librarian of 'Congress 
.to insiaton measures being .~ which ~. deemed b1 him' to be 
required. for· tbe book'. protection aml pre~ervatlon. 'and' tn·,the 
event of a tail.l1re· to 'CdlDpl1wlth these reqllirements. to repo&­
e.Blt~ l' d.eem sw:n a situatiollentirely ~kely tOal"ise. but 

·belleiTe tbe N~ervat1on of power lsdesirable. 

Iou. will recall tbat :Dr. Jack:sonL in his conversat1on 
wi:th lOu on Mrq 13, reqtl8sted ·that the Secretary of State sign or 
at,least in1:tlal the letter agreeing to t~ B'a'M'ard proJeet.I 
feel Cfirtain that theaipatureor the iidtia1.s of the Acting 
SecretBryof State wcml.d be adequate for tbS purpose.
'. ..!

I . 
Sinberely yours, . ' 

LutherB. Evans 
Ll~1an ofC~"DPeBS

, I . ~ . 

b BoxlDriJ.ble . 

aeor~V. Allen 

Assistant Secretal7 of .State 

l>epettment of State . . 

.wasb:1i:1CtOD, 25.; D~ C..' 
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ew&t047. l' hal.!! fMm i.JI)llied tam, .. Ifni'*' S1ia."a looted. I 

t.bB"c pwia'lB€«l'>. .~ ~~aW I"~ ~tm1Q4 tM pdftt-' 
. lft48 aa ... 18._ad. b lblcWIlu OR .ttlba ,Loo~.a... Palik'" ' 

1J.1p.';. '~$8~·~I. ~ ",. Are·lt'Il. ~W' $",",.. 
_WlmiD 'Cap__ ~ ...'" It· \ ' " ' 

I 

~f!lJae ellplaMtt.'hM' ~~"'$t"tu belletUlfijl : 
i~..n.. ad w~l.tl $.~~lt:> by 'hiD.,.. I!md p\iWdRiUoa at ' 
w •. ~ ..1U"$IQo~cr1U.•fl..t .~.. Idlel,*" .,.' : ' 
eould8r ~, C1l$tiodl' o.f o'bJ.••• 01 f".,at,b1a.ie lmd AI',tllJne 
1mpo~ d.o.*$JIO\ l?fINU. ~......: ~ 'Iotrr'. of thli~llft 
PfdMlntP fRcm ~ f!'roJ.~ ~. f~ ~abari....... ri~17 

,oppo./Nd. Oft ..... grG_ta _ JlTot_~ MaGt»t. u..wai _,PPofe.~ 
~l...t\'Il... labDot i~~ lJal....ffU~~".lQ'_ .. ~.~ " 
of.hi« Colloo\toa.· ItIliL IOIh1l .. ~o~ .iau.\ftrDt, ­
.i.$.~M '8.\ peU.'li)ft.~ut."'~" ... JerltaZ)8cl,,'lfti'8' 
fO,r emibl\iou ~"a..a1. P"O&e$\' ~1JeiJ"CJUla\ftd .... \fU
lAO' pllWcrlaed. ' , ' ' " " . , , 

, , ' 1 ' 

However, umtmr fII'JI U.tUoa, ~r '~:xeuM_ QftIplllO\1iJ 

, OlJStrcdT ._. ,......,G.t tld.1\I ~.• 10 011 fin...',llllpor'..fiM."A8 

~~ ~~t4WON __ a..k ~,_, at. .. itb.l"ing 

. ,0& Wle~liA~I1'l•• '''' 1lIJ'9~_ple. wJd.~ ou.&wleb 
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JWle, 10, 1949 

Dear Mr0 Allen:,' ' , ,I ' 
.A8 you knDw, informal eonversatioDs have been going , 

forward concetning & particular program of scl:wlar4" stud¥ and 
use of the Dr.aden copy of the 1457 Mainz Psalter, such as is 
contemplatedfn the aecom parS&T'apho! your letter, to me of i , 

March 18. I ~bave an application for stud¥, aDd use from ,', 
Wi1l181l .A.J~son oftha Bo~ton Library of Renard University, 
in a letter dated ,Mq 19, which reads 1npart as follows: ' ' 

, ' ~ I fo~ly, in' the Dame o~ the HBrvBl"d College: ' 
Library request your goOd offices in obtaining the consent 
of the S~ate Depar.eDt for the deposit in the Ha:rvsrd ' , 
Library ~f the Dresden copy of the 1457 Psalter, which is 
now, I uD.derstaIJd, in your care? ~ Harvard Library ask8 

, for the bmtody of this great book' in order to carr:y out; 
a progr~, of' 8taCO"~ publication which we 'hope will ' 
result 1D. the solution of a ll1lII1ber of probl_s which are ' 
connecte~ with it. In ,thef1rst place, we wish to examine 
this CDP7 'together wi th reproduction of all t~ other ' 

, known coPies, in order ~o determine: the differences, between 
, the two Qd1tions dated 1457, and their order of publication. 

,We wish $lso' to use tbis book as a stimulus for the inves­
tigation! of the beginniJl&S of printing, and, for the first 
,time in ~ish at 8Il7rate, to glve a proper account of 

, the ex1sp~ngrelics of the Ma:1nz press prior to 1457. Of 
tbese, there are several itiss' located. in private hands in 
Americanl which have not been studied and which we hope to 
inclwle in our inveatiption.' , 
, I I 

, "1rl¢thermore, we hope to solve the problems of repro­
ducing this D1OD\lIlental book: in facsimile. The'tecbi:1ical 
matters involved in tbatwill be both d1ff1c:W.t aDd e:xpen­
aive, but, it is our hope that eventually we' can succeed in 
reprodu4ng this book: ~or the ·benefit of scholars thrau&b­
out the world. " , ", ' , ' " " 

, .'I. ' . 
dIfl the S~te~artment conseJlts to the ~osit of' 

tbis bo,*with us for the above purposes, we will,of coUrse, 
take such care of it as il fitting for a document of its' 
importan~ and valUB, and we 'Will regard'ouraelvesas trUe­
~B andl curators of the l:Iook: for its real owers~ the people 
of Dresden. We, also agt'ee that if it should become a matter 
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of high. Stat. polic;r that this book should be returned to 
~,we' will 1mrnediately consent to it upon request ,of 
tbe SeaE'stary of State, even thoagb the stwlies which we 
propos~ to undertake baTe not been completed." 

It i8 Fq opinion that the project which Dr. Jackson 
proposes to undertake is wortby' of faV'Orable consideration. ;I 
lmow of DO alternative use whim Should bave a higher priority 
while the book rema.iu in ~e CWJt~ of this ,Govermaent • 

.' ". Pursuant to TOur letter of March 18,1 propose to 8.sk 

that President Conant sign the document: in which Harrard would 

und.ertake tofuliill the conditions 1.lDd8r which ase of the book 

WOuld be permitted. Dr. Je.ck:sOn bad told.,e 'informally tbat:he 

does not anticipate that there vould be8I\Y difficult,. abollt; 

me~ting this requireme~,t. ,'. ' 


It i8 clearly implied in Dr. Jackson's prOposal that 
the State Department should ~t itself to the retention of the 
Psalter b7 Harvard until the date of resumption of p~ieal po... 
session b7 the Department for the sole 'pU1."POse of returning it to 
the people of Dresden, even tbo~ the contemplated project might 
bave been completed. I ca:mn.ot advise .the Depertraent to f!P qui te 
so fer SDd s~st that 7011 reserve the right to "wlm the return 
of tbePsalter for the purpose of meet~ unforeseen situations, 
diplomatic or other, whicll mipt require its r~caJ.l..ln DrT opinion 
the Harvard Libr8l"7 would be equally competent with the L1brer,. 
of Congress to serTe all purposes of scholarly sttJd.1 and use, and 

.1 foresee no necessity of reserving the right. to the Librery' of 
Congress to repossess the Psalter, except for exhibit~on purposes. 

, Dr.' Je.ck:son ba:s indicated.. that there would be no objections to 
satisfying this requirement Should it erise. However, ,1 thiDk: 
1 Should reserve the right for the Librarian of Congress to require 
Barva.rd to satisfy legitimate demands for scholarly stud1 and use 
additioDBl to the st~ and ~eprop08ed in comectioD. with the 

'Harvard project, and. to. de.T.DaDd the return of the Psalter if in his 
jud&IDent su.chdemaMsare not satisfied. . , 

.' I believe tbat the conditionsof eeeuritT and. of protec­
tion from careless ha:Ddlinc which would :surI"otlDd: tbis book while 
it is in .the CtlSt~ of B'arvard,wo~d be whol17 adequate. The .' 
question of insurance is a ~fficult OM in airT case, because the 
amouat . for which this book would have to be insured would be prob-o 
ably as' high as Dr. Jacltson suggests in the mEDOrandUm which he . 
sent you. last SepterrlDer. in the' first, paragraph of which be s~ates 
that "this book is a great deal more Taluable" thaD. the St. Paul 
copy of the ~tenberg Bible which the Libral7 of Congress is 
alleged. to have appraised. at ~,(X)Q.CoD8equently, although 
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I belieTe ~t i8~ted. S01l1e, tuie 8€P' the requirement 'of 
insurance, I noW reeommem that you permit me to waive this 

'requlrEent for the purpose 8lld under the comtitions mentioned: 
above. The richt should ber.served to the Librarian of Conv88S 
to insist, onmea.sures being taken which are deemed by him to be 
r.q~redfOr the book's protection and preservation, and in the 
eYent of a failure to, eamp17 with these requirements, to repo&:," 
ess it. I deem s11Ch a 8ituation entirely unlikely to arise., but ' 
believe the reservation of power is desirable. 

You will recall that ])roo Jackson, in bis conversation 
wi tb ,.00., on Mq 13. requested that the Sec:retat";Y of State sip or 
at least initial the letter agreeing to the Harvard project. I 
feel certain ihat the signatUre or the intiel. of the Acting 
Secretary of State would be adequate for tbs purpo8e. 

Sincerely yours, , 

I 

Luther H. EvaDs' 
Librarian of Co~es. 

The ioaorable 

Geor~V. Allen 

Assistant Secretary of State 


, Department of State 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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,Kt-~,fillr__""~led"_' hal\er '.' ' , 
'. 'I abmal41lOt be ,1~"O''''''anl Untvordt7. ' 

, '." ,;': '.'" ",: :. " 

J~ .28. 15148' 	 , (~,. ,.tl:'oa ~ii{.·~l\iU_ tto Ml-..ll.lv'aa.. )', ' 
. _i ,: ,~ , ", '". I , ' 	 .i ,':"", 

Lllamrlo100••s..,:nl'l 'ew.\cv.l.,y of ~'., 
'I' : 

", '" ruWll8. ' 	
I: 

, ' 

'.i' 

~",10,. 1948 
, , 	

·'(~Oelp, ,tor 'W'~".lgn.e4 by"Ubrar7 i ' 

,of eo.... and" DepI~_Bn,t of,'Su~e.) , 
" '... 
~ Ae,~ le"or,.. "lsei.~19.B lil. ',,:,1 

fIJQV'a ls;£; .w.tB5it&Wla., Vol_ to : ' 
'bG'lI'tl'~od ~ :Oepar,~fl' U OOQll al . 
'no'tried., •.,\b.e,"~t,.' ,,', , . /'. 	

"'-: I 

," Oc;bLMr ,ie & l~.l~~~ :>'" : "(t;i1l1l1t4a Qf IIftcond. ~.'"~'()f,Un1'_8d., ~tn,t88 " 
" ',il-AVi$OI7.Comrdl8iot1on ltau.Ot'llional fix .... , ',' 

. ohtlll1g'!l.'): , 	 ,',: 
I ' 

t.ehct Utt1.$tild: S,ta~Ql!I ,Ad.vilurY C<».mn11181~)n', ,; 
I', 

, 
r~Dd8 'lflhe l4..br8ri_ ~t ())~fln5 'in , 

, . ' .. ' 
, hi. discretion ~nd J8.t'~ ~lo!\1 , 
.u. '.m ~ii!~ lIm'lOt X()19l" " 

, , ' ill iU:llti YaL"1t"lil tq.,. I~ pruacrlbt~ , 
, '. 

'" 	 p81"1 od.' •• SQ1:tJ~'o, ,~l.I\' 'W\V 4&\0 
':, . " , 

,': ,. e~cltlGd b7 ihol'.ieP.~~UItm"~ t4 	 :' 

('rAt'Ill!' '~om ~~.;~Tohiat.Ob& to M'r.. 'l3rcA3~b. ' 
,Cba,.1:re.m.ot' ihe'l.lid.t.oo.St-nteeAdv1so17 '. :. 

" ,CuJrlull1SioD.) ;' : ': . ' ' "'" i 
, ',,' I . 

,; , " " ": "."".,,: ' 

DepI1l.f'!\ment 1SQmH, r.taa!&"'OI .( «,-ven ' . 
a'bovG',ua<1erOf.it,ow ,la, '19.194SJ s.t " 

. Ya\&Q'§J.!d!! It4rtm£9lm111lmtt n- 'j
gin\1ai,192.f!d Sma! Sl( w!Wl i>!H)~it.t·!' 

'. 
",. 

). , 	 . ',;" ' 

I, " 

• I '," 
, ;. 

, . '. 	 , 
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DeClftmbe~ 24.1.t4a·· (Le'~ lrasa Mr. 3obQt,ou'to Mr. l.-uaCOSb. " . ,. 

Cba1J'11UOO!l ot \he Uft1'*' .•tate8 Adn8017 ' i, 
Oael••1ontor e1rctlla'l{~a to IIlGIIWs.) ~ , , ,I 

"\ ! (a..l\s/ alxmt~ ) " . 
, , , I 

" :-. (~__ &QJI Mr:. :Jo~t.o... ,o MP" Sa1".'.)
. , ' ., : 
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.':" ' 
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'Mr. Jackson propose.:', 

,(1) JI'a:rvard. Oollop Ll'bra17 requests \he O\l8tod¥ of 
the 1451 Paalter' of the l>.readaaLibr817 ,18 order to tJIJ.fT1 out, 

'apro,8Il of stud1' ad pu.bllcatioJl, to reproduce this moBar-,' 
,menW book lataca1m11e. ' 

(3) Wl1l'l"eflU'd 'bama.l""". ail: trustees. curators of 

tbe bookior iiI real owners. the people of Dresdexi. ' 


(3) We el.ao acree that if it sbould be a matter ot 'hi. Siiie polie.v that ,ihi~ book 'should 'be l'eturned. to ~. 
, 8 	~ i.rSil\!k gpnsuilt il !!RSUl reJmUi of. the §tort" ' 
lila !t Sitie • " " " .: 

(4) Mr. llvans said. Jackson proposed that' ilua' State 
Depa.1:"tment should OOIDDllt itself to ~ retention of the Psalter 
b7 Barva.rcl uatl1 return.ed to Dresden Library. Mr.IDvans , 
re~nded tbat ih.e Department reserve the r1ghtto demand , 

, '&he I~.' '8 ,1ieiBt!tnd the retun of \he Psalter for the,purpose 
, of meeting unforeseen situationS. ' 	 : 
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Hr. mann proposes: 
., , . 

" (1) 'Project of Mr..' JacksOn 1s wr'bT of favorable ronald..a­
, tioD ... as pr~ori1;z use while in custodf of this Government. 

, (2). 1. propose to' eslc tbat President Conant, sign ·thedooti.­
meat in l1Jh1oh Harvard 'WOuld un£leriake to tulfill tho conditiQ~ 
under which lise of book would be permitted. Library of, Congress 
should require liarvard1io satisfy legit1ml6 de1Dands for, , ' 
scbolariystudT and \l88 a.d.di tiona! to ,the tJt~ and use proposed. 
in theHarv~ project. To danand return of book: if such demtmds 
are nots&.tisfied. 

" (3) 'DeparVllent Mould reserve the ri4?;b.t to demand the 

return ~f the Psalter tor the purpose of meeting unforeseen 

situations, diplomatic ar o'tbBr. web. DdgJJ.t require its re­

call. 


, (4) l;1brary of Conce8B should reserve the r1~t to re- I 

possess tho P8alt~ for. exhibitionpurposea. 

(5) Libral'7 of Qongress 8~uld requ1re appropriate measures 
be taken. tor the protection and pres~Uon of tho 'volume.· It 
not, followed, the power 1s reserved to recall the book. ' 

. , , 
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fIJI.m '1'.ABttI Olf :JW'JlN!S LlWlDG 1'0 ~ OJ 

91457 'l4ADlZ PSAL1'l!lB.. " 

',,' 

. In the recover, of the 1457 JIIdaz Psa1_~ tta llepa;rtIlent of 
State recelved tbe . Moleat "TatS-OIl fI'. the' BQ'reau at eu-.. 

··the C..-. of Prb". of the" York Publ10 I4'brN7. aDd the . 
Am&rlcaD lta'basq in PraDa." 	 . 

COnsUlar invo1ee f7OB2 certified at PraJ!la.. 
.Csecb.081OY~ lDto t:om AIDer1caa limbaall', 

, Pl'a'ba.AprU 28. 19l4f. . . ' ; . , 

Psalter .nvec1 Y1a Datch' AtJ'11net1at Lahardla 
J1.. el4 dellvere4 to *.•... 'Ba1--:.l "1'=.'Ie.XDfo ira eus_ 'a re;p\, .,. JIll. 1948. . 	 ,..... " 

, , 

3•. 'Iov8mber 20,' 1947 	 f.at'taz' he Mr~ Be1alme1'. Dagar.tmerrl'
aald"l, it he 18 ..titled. \0 blv' old. 'boak8 
trca ~ and 1iIDdeI'.' ottloJ.a1 and: 
lep1 NiS.. 

, 	 , 

4.,' ··D8Ce1lb8r 29. ·1947 Lettw ham Dapartamt .. 1Ir. ia1dme:r ' 
, ~GJ!'Id..ac 1dm of ~,I. poaltioa, ,
wbicb. be uowed. _Mr. J....... ' 

lttr.:1aakaGa 1a~ Mr. ,.,.1.. makh",' 
W.i1i4 proposal' Utat he be -thori- b.Y .
Dapar1lment tel! bI\V the ,.,... tor $10,000. 

".: . 	 " , " 

, 6..' J~. 29" 1941 	 1481 &all. b. 110.'.'. ottla1a1 bullaea., 
I.a.~ tB'.' Jaclcaoa a' .U&btcm. Llbral7 
au. wp1aSned ~I',tJuaat pollcy., appe1n.,., 

,laIne'. tbrM bourSe" 

7.·· ·reb~ J,: 1948 	 Letter trora 1Ir. JaaltllGB to Mr.~18l'. III\Ybc 
he 1. 1l.t1ll 0Jl tantemoolrafl •. . . 	 ,: 

. ' , 

. 	Bepl¥ fl'OIl Dapar--" to air. ' Jackaon 8lGll:a1n1DC 
llepartmeat'a podtlon.· . . , . 

, 	 , , 

D8paJ:tmant,te1ecr".•o.:·127 ,. ~ Loadaa., , 
.	Pule.: and Mo80OIi,: . w1IIkJn.Vl11l at;tempt . 
aelaura when pre... Ul_ ...cer~ 
B811m, ~I". Psalter ·..,.be retumed 
10 'lIaaope pri.0I' to &IV p08alb1. Ion .,'loa. 
lotttJ appropriate,otft. of GcJri·· to.Diob
,oa'are aca:ndlte4t ft . 
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10. 	 i'e'bJ.'Ual7 11, ,1948 ' , f.ettel' from Mr.JaokaGll tollr. T¥ler , 

tmdi.. tiM far as \be :Department is " 

'ooncerned'the It_ mI.atlt as _11 be &18­
VOTed." 

11. 	 ABK WDd QD. _ ."Mr. A. lloee. ' " 
J.8I,])apar1Iment of JusUoe. V4tb. _ ,1DfOl'JDllloo 
1I1on u to the '.~eot, the halt"~ , 

, no ac\1oa d8eme4 practical. 

12. 	 , .6lUi oaD.sulted .r1tbCbiet, WOro8ment, lkiNau 
Of Oua... ... to posaUde 	s81... of 'book 11' 
.'repl.ar 8J1Uy was mada, u action dnme4 

,,practlcal. " 

',13~ ADOth8r three hour In.tei'v1n with Mr. JacksOn 
.'Came 10 1Je.partaeut. .AlUlleal'D84thata 

,coneu.1:ar 1nYoice hat been 18Sued. " 

, '~tOf Stat8~,\O .Bureau ~. 
Cus__ requ.eetlDc' eea.rcA tor caneu:r..r 1avolce 
aDd iaveatJ4lat1-. ' " , , " ' 

,'I • , 

,15. ..1127, 1941 , 	 Department ~l... f5IJ) tc; ~,~' 
aakia.c for, ,1Dformattoa' OB earuR1lar 1.avoiC8~' 

16. 	 April, 2.,1948' ' ABB, t.a lew tort. lntem.8'f1'84 Supems1Dc Customs 
, .ApAt to, consider 41ft1CNltle. of 1nYesUptlO11. 

'AiBreqUS8tad trGm' Mr. ,XaJ"l Iup. Curator of 
Print. ad Bare Booka in the Uew York Public 
r4brlll'7' \he publlahe4 deaci1.ption u4 pho~ , 

, ,graphlof ,aal'... Paa,to.tallstet be forwarded 
ito Bwreau. of Customs to a14 1a'ldentification 
of book\. 

, 	 , 

17. 	 Apr1l 28, 1948 ' AWU.ASSY. pr.... telegam J~O. 580 to Depa.rtrat 
wi~ ~1s.at~t10J1 tram COD.SU1ar '1nvo1ce. \ 

, ',~,Pral1is, IBapatch Bo. 305.Confidential , 
, ' Subject: stolen ProperV' stdpment of "1457 , : ' 
, ,Paal. tel' from Dl'8Iden" fram Czec.h081ovald.a, to ',' 
"',,N8wYol'k, with COW of kasulB:r invoice" 7OS2• 

. . 
PraDa telegram lID. 580 dsllverecl 'tv hand to 

lktNa'tIef CustQ1l8, sent to .. :!ODt b¥ teleoem. 

Letter tJ'oad4r!' Jackaoa to Mr. %1ar, waat. 
Pealter to ublblt OD *" 9~ , , 

, Mr. Jackaoa called.ARB aDd Mr. ,f,yler e' phone. 
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23. 	 M&.T 10. 1148 JDreaB of. CustQDl8 Wormed Department
seiwreot Psalter etteoMd. . 

23. 	 Mq 17. 1948 .·~tt.. ~ State·iofloea.iaUJ7: petition 
for rGII18siOll Of 8CCI'Ud forteiture. 

311. 	 Maf.·19. 1.948 Letter from ~·io.~nt·ldth 
tlal wort of 1liVe8~t1on. 

25. 	 Mar· as, 1948 freaanD7 to llepar_en\ .. release.ot Psslter -;i 
. ·to Department. . 

26. 	 . May Z'l, 1948 s..ate to kr:Iq (SOnf1~ J"~\l88t \bat Arras 
ret'ID'UPaal tier to.&m8t"1can ~ne. . . 

27. 	 May. 2.1, 1948 . Repl;r to Mr. 1(up. tbanldrag him for a8s1~t-
aa.ce. 

28. 	 JUDe ·8, .1948· Mam.oPUItb.1m requssUag StateD8,partment' , . 
dGuri81' be .8ipaie4 '0 piCk .apPaalter~.. 

:.s. JlUie· 9• 1948 	 State to JurG8I1 of CwI$Qm8 (Mr. ~1~' 
• 	

. J'8qUSltiDg deU"817 ofPaaltel" to State' 
DeparUuimt covier. . 

, . 

.fe1. 10. 1010 Stat$ to t1S.'POl..A.D. Berlin." 
(c:Qp7 to Colonel'Pe'.... QAD) nporUBg: 
~t8 ba1ls& ma4e tor return of 
PAl.iGr'b7 air eo\1l"l... .' 

31.. .JllD8 U. 1948 	 DlaparitDut of lla'reaaot eu..tom8(Mr.S~heu'"
req8stlag that Paal.ier be deU9'fD"8fl to • 
Department courier. '. 

!otifled. bTtolapWma ihatPaalter had 
arrived tnBew State. . 

O:rd.er foreomplete m.1crotl1 and pboto­
~s of Paalter. . 

Mr .:matoaof Bare llook Mv181on. LlbrlU7 
of Co~IISJ aleo ldeniU'led Psa!w. : 

1 

35. 	 J\11'1S .16, 1948 !1!el. No. 1380 USPOLAD, lkIrl1a. to Depart..:­
iDentreprd.1ng claa,s1flcatiOn and pabl1elty. 

, \;. ­

. 1081.94 
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Office Memorandum·. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

TO l'mIV/D:. Mr.· Knox DATE: June 22. 1949: ... .. a1<JJ­
FROM :. ILl: Ardelia R. Hall 

SUBJECT: Deposit of the 1457..11aalter in the Harvard Library. 

In stating in· the ~tta.cbed rep17 to Mr. Evans that before . 
approvUig. of the deposit of the 1457 Psa1i;8l' in the Harva:rd 
L1.braq that. the Bepartment wishes to obtain the CODClll'rence 
of appropriate an~ities. I should Consider it advisable to 
obta.ia the fall consent of the interested divisions of the 
DepartmeDtardproba.bl.y of the German autho~tie8. Tbe con­
Car~ce .ot the .latter 1IJB7 be ~tieaJ.ar17 desirable. in yiew 
of the dlangiDg oirCllJll8t8DC8S in the .American Zone of ~. 
All CIllturaJ. propert;y in the public doma:h3 in the .American 
ZOD8 bas now been restored to German jarisdiction in aceordance It 
with tbedirective to General Clq•.. 

AJS a matter of Department pol1c;y,. I, ha.vepointedo-g.t 
8(!F!dn in the attaebed lI1eIIDrand.ta to O'.I«:~. ,JohnstoDe, dated 
June 22, 1949. the g;ave misgivings which I have re~ 
the retention aDd publication in ths United States of tba 
Psalter. a looted object of stapr8Dle eulturaJ.importanee reco~ 
cd WIder ,an 1aterDatiODal pro(!,t"Bm. 

, . 

! 

0EX:nJ::ARBal.l:mms . 
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Office Memorandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO om:: Mr'. Jehuwae J.t DATE: J.. 22. 1949 '" 1'T"(J, . 
FROM ILl: .A'rdel1a R. ,Hall. . 

SUBJECT: !'lla RetEmtioa ad Publication of tbe 1457 Ma:i.»$ Psalter in the 
United States' 

.CXlN.FI~IAL 

!re retain aDd. to exhibit 'tb8 1457 Mahz Psalter in the 
UJdted Siates before it is returned. to ~ will pl808 .th8 
entire proga of the !L'ripa;rtite Ag1:'eemen.t injeGpar~•. It is 
the first important work of art that has been recovered. It 
is the first time that tbe Government bas met. the powerfUl.' 
gP:oup of international. art and book d.ea1.ers whose basinsss 
Ctlts across all frontiers and often is in'defiance of tbe inter­
nal legislation in colll1tries e.1porting aDd importing an object. 
(2his was true in the ease of the Psalter.) . . 

. The exb.ibitionaDd publication of this. r$1"e Psalter in 
. tbe United S~tes will inevitably inTOlve world--wid.e publicity_ . 

To pablic:ize the recovery of the Psalter but BGt the return to 
.the rightful. owner will open. the Govermaent prOgt"8Dl aDd the 
Departmellt of State to .critician. The disadvantages to the 
llTnited States Govenunent of lsdingtbis rare book _tid s 
1H!! should be carefully weigbed against B'D7 possible scholarly 
advant~s that mq accrue to Ifarvard Universit7 and·.American 
scholars. 

It might be pointed ou.t in the beginning that tmd.er normal 
circumstanCes a looted work of art, rare book, or. manuscript 
cannot be exhibited with impunity bY' an American public museum 

. or libral7. b rie;ttful owner, in this ·case the Dresden Landes 
:Bibliotbak, is cat'tain to be readily reeo£Tlized by COJ4)eteat 
scholars. !he institutions wold be su.bjected to severe aa.­
verse criticism. Looted objects are in JIltlCh. the same category 
as a. forgery and would brine; the same unfa.vora.ble CQIIIDent. 

T0 ex:bibit a looted oeject in SJf¥ reputable institution 
and particolar~ in one of the geatest libraries of the United 
.States as that oflTarvard University will rcequire aD e:xplaDation 
and det:l:mS8 as to why' a looted object is retained. exhibited, 
reproCb.Ced or otberwise being used. The retention and use, of 
looted works of srt~ however. cannot be adequately excused or 
eJq)J.ailled when the 'UDited States GoverIlllent'has formaJ.l7 a.greed . 
to policy of restitution of war loot to COUIltries of origin. 
(!.ehese obligations of the UDited States GGverment remarding 
the international' protection of works of art have been CCD,Piled 

and 

http:formaJ.l7


and are to be' published iilfUll.) 'Arli' exPlanation, as Mr~ Je.~ 
son bas been awerefrom' the'outset,must hOi. tb.S approval 
of tbe uriiteci States Govemnentmid the nepartment of State, 
as anexoeption. to. ~" aboye-DleD.tioae<i po~~q~ 

:It mq ,'t>e ea:pia;iJled.tI:ta~ -tlle.e#b~~ion.,~~i~·· t~. 

ob.iect avai.1a1llt3 to th.e, Am¢c:t;lIlp~i.c, that, p¢.J~;ca.t4o~ 

wm reach an evelil wider audien~t or t~t. i~.i.~;.~;Ilg.. ~wn 

for an admi~s~Q:Q.f.'e~ s()~~J.~ some'~ ~.~~p~e

will benefit. None of these excuses however, are .consistent 
..... ...... ....... .. .. ' - •• •._. ..,.. ......, .. , •. " .. .... ..... • ......... c ..... 


with ,~pr~ref?PoIl!3~bi!itygfthi:~.Go~~~~ .. tg pare 

for ~. re:turll_.~lco.3. (>,f .. ~,t ~~~r~~ ~~..J~,.~~ 

of w~.~,J;o re~ect all tbe" rights and prerogatives of the 

owner in the display andrepredu.ctioa of bis artistic and 

bistor.ic.PI'op~•. 


. . . ," It.is, fur~e~' J1Qt .p~operl.yWi~~..the.. j~.iScli~tion 

oftb:l,~" GoV6l"mnen~. to ;gran:t. .Har.var4. '(JniVeI"S;tYPe.rmissi9.a to 

reprodnt::e aJJ4 publ;sb. ,1;b1I5"O'Oltmle... ~.\lllw.t"i!i!i6.!lrul~s of, 

courtesy between cultural institutions demand, that the re­

production rigp,ts of cultur~insti1ill:~i()D,S ,. shoul.d be. respected• 


. ~P~ter baS',bean f~rtlcO$d.bi·the·~~~en.t '. 
ofS~tetbothin miC!:'()filma¢ in color pJ;l£)t.9.grap~,~tQ~);he \ . 
protection of. the ,United States Government. .It sboul,d.'be,noted 
that research, on .the Psalter could be~.opriately pursUed 
... whenretvned 1;0 the, rightful .O\Gl8l"~/ the German State, 
as this object. is in the public domai n. Under normal.peace­
time cirCt'lmstanoes s\1ch a st~ could be eondu.cted at. a:r3' 
t~et .in ffJ!J:3' p\1bli~ hstit\1tioD.. wherever $1 object of this 
importance mq be. The 1457 edition af this Psalter could 
be reproduced more prGfitably ,and S\1Coessfully frQlll the C!JJPY 
ia Vienna which is ia.an almost perfect state~ whereas the 

. Dresden copy is inCODq)lete. mtila.ted•.am. badly soiled on 
the corners from use in tttr$g the pages. 

It mtlSt also be recognized that aD'3' explanation which is, 
g!van would be in d.aDger of beiDg misinterpreted. For example, 
in spite 'of the fact it was wid.elyannounced that ~ :Berl.in 
paintings were breught to the 't:TDitedStates oBly for s~e 

castoq 
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cu.stoqt i thas been implied.' that the Un.!ted States looted 
'these paintings., The Gerilan c uratOl" who accompanied the pa.i.nt-, 
1ngs ,on tour ,leptured. in Honolull/l on lfJ!he Looted German Paint­
iDgS." ~ ran, a 'banner beadline to ita article "United States 
Returns Ceptured German Art.tI , " 

Tb.eexplanation that Harvard Universityis,benafiting 
American and world scbolarship by, the stut.'il' and publication of 
this book: will be strongly criticized by ..Ameri.can sehalars who 
con.siaar that eu.sto~ of objects of great historic and artistic 
iDportan.ce does not permit their use. T.be t~ of ,the :Berlin , 
p¢.ntiDgseven to raise money for ~ ebarity was v:igor.ously 

, opposed an these groands by Professor ~on Hammond and. Professor 
Charles 1. Kahn of lJatovard University. by Dr. Frederick Clapp 
of the hide: Collection. and'sae one h.tmdred ()tl1Sr art authori­
ties who signed a petitiol1 ap.inst "usiIlg" the :Berlin pabltings : 
far exhibition purposes. This protest was c~culated ,bu.t was 
not, pu.blicized. 

lJ.GveveI"t under 8ll'3' exception 'or 8XCllBe" the sC1"Dpulous 

CtlSt~ and. return of this book is of first importance. As 

General Draper said before the SeDate Cemittee at the hearing 

on the :Berlin paintings, there are principles which outweigh, 

tbe value of the objects themselves. 


eEI: ILI : AEiall:mms 
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8USIIt:h 14" Pad_ 

I ,ba". bi4 .,.....\W tor .,.vIAW 4 lMt~J." C"l~ bY'''' .,H\lJl~ 
ti$.ll to fiho U'bradarl ot 00ap'e88 _ted .nma aJ, 1949. aua ~cNS81ns 
t.be ....UOU' 1«uI* 4epodt of a 14$7 ~1~' 111 'the IIwvaM ,Itd~tr . 
L1~. ftte. '101.. 1tI ~..u. ~' w'tiW ~Jit)U.t.bQJ 
- .. dim. a4 18 beUeftd totJa'.beGBleo-..1 ,~ ... lIIar. ," l" ,.. 
~teft'8d ,.... ~ iD' aaecihoalovalda. ,ac4 .~ppe4'tq ,twa to a 
~l' 1n ... rOltt "'1' 8, ttlGlt.ktd cla.. of p:@Ueav..c " ... 
tal•• wl.tt.on. '!he a.u.a ot -tOmD _1Md .. paaltftt ad ~...od, 
1~ _ tM ,~t 01 Sta. tor ~p_tt. to the Oltf.,_ ~t taUtAu7 
GoWU1_ld. "tu'!1e~ ..... em8tot1at ..~. ,'WM.I»P4I'~;" on,'
!U1Ut lLl.. 1948, del1wl'Qd it. to the _~ of: ..'U_rT ot~•• 
tor -~s.a ,-tilt,be... prasUorlblo 'I» Mtum 1t .. 1lJe, COll.$o­
t4;on Otnwr m tho tt_rlcaa Zone aiWteabidert... • .t.~r1• ., 
A••18tam" ~, at. !.farver4 UZ'dwmtr. ~~.~ltla the tJ,tle' 
of ihe preopl.G of ~, 'IP~, tb have tbIJ, p.lwr ~t4d 1il the 
oust0d7 ot IIItwal"4 tOJtim i.ft4il1tdw pliliGXt aou.t .p~ ~t 
,..J'Qh ,aDd, puW.tlon, ,lAc1dng np~_ Sn ttl.btu.,".ft,
mrqb& .~ out;. ... J4daaoil. baa' ~,. LtlthO.. m.... ot the· 
tUu:~J7' ot ~ to ue hb good ot4.. to obtain u.COIUJenti ot 
th1Q,aapa~"'...... Sall'. lAtter 14 ln ""'poDfM. to ___at 
~Ilt. R...... 

1Iofl, ••_otl11.pl.pO~'t 01 vs.., it., bit ooa~ *'''' : 
...., ~ttnc- Utem1 te_ of aD7 m'tGmiltt...:L ~t .Ib. 
-Sna thct 'VOl.. a.u.;~ in ., at'.IIIAiJ' oon~ted. It .,. .. 91 
10.- .11118_. 10,., ho1Jre.l', .t:<ir • to UeB~ aertda. _~ . 
doCWIi:ID. wA1. in .. pas' ba1l8 NpreNJiW :poll. dete~~ bi 
tbt U'nI..wa 8ta_ 00........ Sa tb1a .deW.. . 


1he UnlW S__ depoa1ted ratit1oaUOlUiof _ ·~Co~:vmt1~ 

of 1899 and. 01 1907.... 1907 tlmVUlti. (IV) (1I!b1Cb, sa ....~ t.l1$ 
Q.m_ct1.D.i~, 1a s.tittuta4 tor \hJ.t 0/1899) 1. s1l4lal' _."J
ot lS99. With J'eSMot t.o mUtt41)" a.u.thol'1. upon t,. tel'"tito71' Of ~~;~ 
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Box' "2­

..... '1" ~tdM.tI ~ tbat pd.•• pl"Ogen;, muat bereapsetad
u4 _t. be' GQld,,.tAad.. Nll•. iii· to~1b..~·) tb8 p~J1;r 
·ol1'r:ut".~ decl1_. to tbe ar. ami' flcd.en••••~ .... s__ 
'P1'Opertr • .sa to be ~til4 .. pd.•• P~l"'1J an4 aU. ~ 0,1. Qll' 
~trtlcttcm. OJr·w:tl.tb1 ~..... to wtitct40M ot th1o.••c'te~J 
blatG~,,~_, or __• of art GOd· .~ 18 fo~~. " 

ttt. _rih _tltqthat"'War ~~t;bafJ £ncorpo,l'$ted than 
lIes- ~td.ana In 118 lID! ~IMI!Q -bJa!.at J.I!!! ftu;.~ 
1,Ul,d' that ll1teQ\1vu to _ ~del'S of our Qc..,t1on ",.oee •.~ Rlde 
.pedal retelenoe to tbepM$Grmt4.on .two~'Q otaJ'1ilJ. (~tt- to 
~8r in. 'Ob&e,t or 1D1tGtl8__Ib,•• of ()~t4on RegaNi.tl1 the 
lfUltart GQveJPJll8fttot a.~; 4.o.a. ~JA:prillt4Sf ~tt. to 
t.bo oo..tJ4er m(btetof .twatatea ...... of tlecopatS.oa __~ 
the M11S.~ ~...t, ot·Oe~, ~ U, 194',•. ~Q Initial ?oat 
~I" t4fttaf4'8 to s~ ~.r for the. Al.Ued PcMtre- 1b:r the 
Occapatt:ou~. -twA-, JaP4Q1, ___bel"l, 3,.94,.) '. -tbel"l. 
ColonSl ~, cmblbalt 01 t.lle .lsgal..as.... of "'Olf1Ce OS 
ltUltaW ~1'mII'IJl' toZ" OeJllillD7, bav _de..., u.o~ that., 111 
the abaenaeo£ a 4G$r.ati9n of a pa~'.pUb1iQ tat6rM!;... 
o~&,..r ~t allll-nll7 ifltPropl'1ate &JI'cM.VM' ... 'fIOrD 
ot aI'''. WbUe he .~ tbat,lD 'lid' ot· the.~tlon otbosttUl- . 
Ue., tbt lap om-.1Ilon(IV) of l!#1"~.:blaJhe, "*'~ 
that, ...... ell_ p.l'OVi81onawe_.,.,ned.vG qt ~xelp.~"ples of 
in.rnat.toMl _ \144gb ~ the "b\11'don. on tlle oQ4U,W1qPfl'.r to 
"tabUah .. o_~P1lbl1o _tel'Ut Sa eaol,.._ ot~. . 

'ith ..ct. other lllDzt_aerNbl.1ca, _ o.lao ta~ ·bi. 
l.93S a tfeat.111hleh pro'Y1de8t.h&t. h1a'tono l1IOJ\.....t1J.. ~1 ..!!d. 
• Ql_t4t1~1t Q,rUstt.o, ldlieat1cmal mel oUlkLi'$l_;tl_tIOnIl~ lilt 
~"deM4 J.'UNtJB1 =4 u euttl plOteCW4 q, ~.*". ~.~t.. b 
._ Nape.' end~'.etl.cirl dball be accol'<ied in ~'o£" ... irA 
~ ot .... 1t pw~ Uaat W'ifI,-,_". ot a dis···· "-~ (~r1ch), 
and tbealpto17 •••~ a.a. ~. to adopt.the.~~f;!$1:
intamal. lIitl18lation .~ to ~ au ·P1"Ote.~,~ ~~ 

SO. of our .......ttt aDd _olam~ --mAat44 speoif1-Ut 

to .. l"e~ 01 .1.oo~J)WI98rtr'. In ~rr 0'194), ....- pair'tf·,to
the 1nte~ da._t4.on asa!ftst&ow of ~11on ~t.__ 
t4rritor1e. "I' -..04C1Qp1ltton O,r ._Vol.. .lbi.t 1IIU .~ '1# 
.li.J'tldle1tof the DluIl Act of tbe 't1U1Wd •.t.1anI .....~ ad .. ~c!al. 
conferen_. lbIvtola WOOds whloh ~rt.od '~$.p8 ~. by'. _.Unttd 
BtU.. 10.1' ·the· ~. 0'1 locatmBlln4 ~ looted. PlOP8:r-\1·... 
,"~ that. tbe Oovomamts 01 all ~t$a.•• mp:~ted .. 
~.to p:rewmt 1w -.:nJ.i-wltbin, ~r!tozii•• 8U'bJeet '. tb.rar 
j\t1'1sdiet:t.on.. ~ _ted StateD ... :,.JtNaet.ed •• Bte't.oJ\"" ·ad 
at the lD_~dCf$ll (,bn,.$J'm08 on. ~bl_.twar ad ~. a, 
lltdoo Olty' 1n 194$ v4al. ftJ01.d that_·~,*. '•••1)...tt4 

a40P~. 
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~trJ J'8td'f1., and l~t tbe ,:r!nd.pl8$. aml. ObJ.ct4oDs Wd ·ciowD 10 
the Bra ton ~ doOSll8Dt.. as wll ".in 'the neola_tun. etopi.);UJ\ dis­
poaee."Uon· .!44b P"__ 1\'.. $ptudtl,ca1l7',._ I'GSOl'Nd a,to SUieo Oltr 
·to take ~·to\JQ~r. &c1oea ~.,:nvent. thet4'8ruJ.ter of any 
,mPG'r\y" u,nJUB$t obtas.lor. taktm 1n ·lMte·~r .b1-.~ ~. 
otbupeoplea aM ....,.. ::or tbo mtoratl<nt otauChPl'O",:r. to 1. 
rlpU'Ul .,..,... ~.... be.- Ii par. to. \be. Mp.:rt1.t,e APt... 
....'" ,,1th ""paot .~ thcf C,'jQntJlOl 01 tootsdAl"t!.ol&l,. ParD, Jul.7 8,. . 
1946. ~·UdM a,,..._t ,.. \U1d1lJ'toOk ~l"8q\1lN t Deatl'd ·~~.to 
'lo.te and conbel c14~ p~rtvlooW4 .. ·the••MIJf !a <»uatn-a 
1ol'mlu-11 GCou.p1ad oll.1berat~("., 1\ and' to ruq-..' the go.~t$ 
eoun'U'1e8 to .:nuu:L8hUat4 ot apo1l&\t$d articleli. 'l'he a~tn1;, "ta,woJ 

"'1beloWut...... of tho, 'fhd.t8fl Sta"'I,~' Mtdn 
and ft'Im. tm4e4W the llao.f'olnaf.ss '.im.tbe a.ppUoat.1ol1 
or the abOw ~_tad~" .,..., tb... tbelU_atad 
Ql>lJl?~ ",,,ell • !OJ! tb....l .. atld that ~ U"8' . . 
~~. QK.~ the· nntnl countid.HadOptthea. Vaob 
lovel"fal1t"ll"takea to .f~Qt all 8ppllC?P"'. ~.' 
Bndwm .....at fibe_",~ts oftht11:bOftwtf count.r1e. 
"do~... . 
!JaH,. D~ta .show that tb!.a &O,..~tba. lIJevel"Gl. t1t:l7ea _. 

the pOSt ., _that _ ...loot.dproperV ab:oll1d 1ve·"''''til'D,CJd to ita ~. ' 
CWAer. NI_r, ..... Safontted u.t 8W=8' th,ee~ of 'tiha.,ItallAtl 
J)tJa08 trea1V, lta:l;r _been m.v1~ topa~tl~. 'b\ the .6yfitfiJm 
••tahlJ.$hed·tv the tipartltelg:ee_t.&ut~ttlac l1ats ·ot pmperiV 
lDoW flOts. t t u wen. as by eontdbut1niJ to tbe dia.ooYel"1' ~fp~perV 
loots4tl'Oaotber CIOQD.~. lind loaa1ed 1tt. 1t.d1'. In tb¢t ca•• Of ~~, 
Ame.acan m1:tal7 Govomaent 1mB SEnt _~"'''''t, lists .t lootod,
Pl'Opctt1f' and. ,. have ade a pra,ot1Cl& 0"£ l'6l$'ning ~coveted az-t1dles U. 
t:t.aA.d.-.m Zone .~.Po11it.. SJlCf;~, a ~ lV tb,.a.to 
Dtpar~t "bel' 01' _ Stat.«t-Wal"-law COO~l!l't1ng ~t_, ~C1_ 
1Dpa~ph 1('b) . .fl. reapODtd.u,\'r and i:bJJ d.,d.~ tlr ~~~, 

to ..-t1IPn to 1'Ihatreoun~ or o..r.tiht those. cu1tu.ll 
0"0•• whlchbaw l!Jeeft ~lUll.y tak.aad~t 
... ttnttedSwt06 d.u.dRg and$.tter ~' '~ 

ond wgpa. that a c!:"~JtAm1Ot1UG1ng thiIJpolt., be sent tomuaeume., 
UbrarJ..., otta 

It ..., t!le:reto., that. the doOQ1llt).'ftta ~ft l'eview4 8.$ wt'llllasb 
pastpraeti. or tb1S and otbe... ~rt.llDl).. 01'''1'' ~1_,rable ~,__t­
tor .the..,~,tJ'8~ .•t tNt psalterratlter than a. lot\n ,to.~ ()~ 
othe:r un1wl'dt4es *1d'l .., make siJuUal!' nJ<que.ta. Altb,ough·1t .is· 

!.metl.... 
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Jul, 26, '1949 

, !.OJ P - JU:. Howland Sargeant 

'roml . GA - Bobert]). MuZpbJ 

'. SttbJect': )457:".1t., 
~ '''' " , 

,, 
'·!'be ort«lD8.l draft of ,the letter to the Iiibrarlan of _Congress. 

... I , 

concurred In 'b7 W, hal 'btl8Jl referred back tQ IN, together with a . 
• ' • 'I, ". 

new draft b~arlD.g:, the. date of July 21. W. meh prefer that an ~Jlproach' 

be made to the Getman art authorities of the American ~one before the 

,recovered Psalter 19 tlJrne4 .over to llIi.rvard Universit, for studT and 
," , ',.t .. 

. , 

cB.;se for this' procedure which CArmotbe dhregl!.rded•. ' It is prob,able, 

;tha~ ihe Germ&ll~t au~:h0r1ti.8of the US lone w~ld interpOl' DO 
i 

'j 

. o'bJ8c~lon 1:( t.hey were formall1 noUned of our Government' 8. intention 
, tb.\\~..v· ;., .' '...' ..... ' '. : . 
to 1e.II••p" the rec.o-vered Paat tel' wUhin a reasonable, epecifiedtlme. 

fhi's coU.rse of action would 8eern to be mOBt 48.81r8b18 to u-phold ,the. 

good reputation we have' enJoyedw1threapect -to the'l'r.8ervaUoD.'and 

safegu.ar41ngof German a,t"t obJech.. We therefore recommend that' the 

letter. be dispatched as ortginall)" drafted• 

. lobert D. Mu.rpbJ 

GA :JDBe&m:~ . 

1082:03 
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SUd·"t. 1451 PtaltlBr 
. . . . . 

I ha" bad sUm1ttled :v .rtt1'1tN. a ..le.ttu 1IZittIeD by ·~8 AI'd.8l.1& 
IIall to . theUba.~ of (bDa:e88 .date4. tJuu 2), 1949, ad cSS.8CMUI1Dg 
\be tIIImd1u.oal .tor 4epojd.t. • .t &1411 28&1.1' tal .... Rartard·11a1veral.. 
U'bN17- .\'he 1Ol..,1D qU8·~_l" to t.b.e~8 ll'tblJ,o.., ' .. 
tiNaden,am,(j;jj1biaUe'1184 to __ ·beeBlOot... ~ .. 11&7. . It wu' 
...~ to a .t4¢er Sa ~''101Jd$.a 8Bd ehippad l:f' tWa to a 
bO.ltdaJ.e:riDBewlo. 'IBldar' a ~~ .._ 01 pat4la" .... a . 
talIe ~luaU_~ ···..·...811.£ CastmlJ·SaUd:'\be pUlteJ' u4 A~aUed 
1.• ·wtti.J.lepar1aallm1;o:f 'tatle ar ~14On.tD·ta ott:loe eZ MW.ta17' 
ao.~.·~ ~ W'l4erOQl~8Vpe~OD. ..~t) OR 
A'\ISUI·'.~'~_t ddiva.. lt to .......f tbe Lt.... • t~. 
fOIt· ••~ 'QfttU.lt .... praetlc:ab1e to· "tum 1\ to .t.be Coll.eo­

· ..~ ·OIRtaJ' t • .. A.......·at YlDibaAk!m•.. fir. lao1rllCm,u. ... ' . 
A.~"t.lnt~J'8~.j""'~ ltii1wrattv,-w. ftGOgQ1al!q 1ibe t,tiae 
ottbsf.p:u>pl.s ot·..~# .. ~~ U,hav8 'tlbe pAltal' .,..1 ted. in. Uw 

.-te4Y .'.ri.&H... '............ ita paaod lotbat a PJPogJ'Ut 01 
~ob_~pU.ti1i•. "·,1tt.. "P~ Iatacaa1llUe edltdAtD,
r&a7 ;~.~ ••, ....~ JaMaom'haD requsstedLutb8'r Bvaa8 01 the 

· Lt'bml.7 ot~.tOuelJU .1C*i' ottl..· to obtaiu \be ocmaeD' of 
thlit ..,a,,.......... 1a1l.•.• 1.''-,..11 111,as,... to· 6J1f1fl_t ' 

.fltomU:r'.·!·.. . . 

'. })\'D&8.'.ot1i'. ,1esQ.'OJ,at.·t'd.... 1._, .......... iI1u\. 
aftl._'·~UDa ...U.18l tie..... or 8D.Y.tnteaaUirmal apee.... 1Ja . 
• bathe. 'Wi...'f8Ua14B iil .......1" OOD~W. I'''' be 01 

•• "S!tiftu•.• ,.., bo1Rt••,.tOl'. U to ldBntlO' ~.~. 

~ta _eh.iaee,.t_wftJ,P..__teipollq 4etallldaau.. .,. 


· the UnS"t8dS·..... OO.......'.b tWa· 4814. .. , 


. the Ui'Il.t.a4s'.-" _,.a'1I84 Nu.ft. .•Ueu " ...... Q)awat.&no 
ot lS99 ....,1.,.. 1U19O?'OIawa\toa (IV}: (Wld.-Cd'a, ......... . 
.Qmtl'actiq PWeR, 1•••Ut.utsd at.. tbat of 1899) le atmU.aJII t8 1lIa' 
of 1899•.. W1th reapee' ,. 1IIJj,.i,- a'aD.oI'1... .. 1IeJ'lll.tD17' of the 

, . ';,. 

. ../ 
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.•" .1ta·~1d.en8PN~ ~t "Jotva. propervmua' be l"8$peeted' 
'andeumot be ,con1'1sc:ated. .... ' P1J..l;aie is ,.fonaslJ.y torbtddGn l the; :props""
oX !Datlhtteri. 'd8dlcawa.: to 'the ...riBandsGiOil,,"; e'VUwhsB,State 

;.p..per'V. 18 ~ be ~ta4 .as.prlv:ata prepe:rVJ aDd aU ••inn ot, lor 
,.8~Ctt.on orw1lN.~'dOne,to 1riatituttou of th1s charaoter. 
hieto,rio DIOJ'l1lll8JlU,' OJ' 1D '.,ra ot a~t arid aoienoe is forbidden. 

· .. It' iS1ft)rtbDO~ thStth. ~ar'DiparWn,t bas ~.J1)Or&ted.th••• 
Hague J.tsgulav..ena1iC1t81!!1Q, All.d)Iagual .. Me' of Is!!4warfali'h ~ 
81141 tbatDl:reo1!lw8 to 1il1e'OOlAund••. of·ov·OcoupatrO'n· Itt.reashi. ade 
speoial ftteJ'llft. to th8.pre••,riaticm·ot wOrb or ar.. .(Mreottw:_ 
~"r mOhler of lbd.tadS1:atea lor•• of Occmpat.ion Regarding the 
vw.tar.r Oev.m_totGe~J··J~C.S. '1067,. April; 1945} Direoti,. to 
tbe~p mOde! otUn1tedStatea 1lbl'.ceaotOoapat1oR R&ga~ 

. , thellU:1taJ700....I18D.,.t _.-V, JalY 11,1947) liJ.eie'IAitial Poat . 
Sv.l'Nnde1" nt.N•.t1ve to S~ ;ODll1I1JlDdartOr the Allied, Powen :tel' ~ 

. Oceupat1.,and OOriWol.t Japam,.Joa.ber 1,1945.) lUrtbe:r, . 
~lfmel iqIIoDd,OD .. beball 01 tbe L«itpl. DiV1aion of, the OfI1ce of ',' 
I1Uta.1700V'....nt. tfolr.. GeI'll/ll.D7;'haa' ru.dered an' opinion that, in 'I 
the abeanee of .: declaratiOn,ot'. J;aftlJllOUIlt puWe inteJ'ntJ 8l\ .. 

oeeu.pymg ,...,.~\ uD11a_~ eXp'J'Opliateal"chives ondworklS 
of ar;.;'.U."he~d that/in "91n. of the term.1na td.on'.'of·bPS1i1a­
ties, tbe ·saa-:Om~t1on (IV) ,0Il.901'" iDappllcable, he na.... 
that lIIUJ¥.f1,tB.pro,vt.a~ .ienprenive of general principlH of 
:f.ntematicmallaw whi8bpleeetb.e' 'bu.rden.·On theocOI1P¥'1n1'poWer to ' 

'. ~etab118h an oW.m..d1D, pliWciD__t 11'1 each.a of removal•. 

. With ._paot.' to '_ther Ame'ri:eaniePv.bl1cs, _ also rat1l1ed 1n '. 
. 1:9'5 a tNaV midl pl'Ov1~.that historic mcmumen·~, DSfNIBS,aJUf': 
·.cient.tf1.c,art1.8t1~~ e4v...Uon&l.andODl. tumlinati'tat1.oll8 ahall. 
· erm8t.d6ftd Jl&1l~ aJlcla..IJUCbPZ#1iected tv beUigereDtaand that,.' 

8ame J¥)8peet and .pio'Wetion,..aauJ)8 accorded in tt.. ot pin,lce •• 1D . 

tl_ of _1'•. ItProT.LdH. thetWi.may be made ota d1attnottw tlaa (IMnoh), 

ad 1beS1patoJ7 ed' aeoed1ag states agree to adopt tbe·.·.easue8{czi't 

1D.tltmal 1egislaUon ·na.essaryto 1ns:ure said protection and iofiapaot;. 


So., of'ev aarec-ata,aDti .:claat.d.enshaw .. re14ted aPed.Aeall7 
tD the I'etuzrft oIlootecl ))~l'ty.ID J4DUU'T of 1943.- waN P8."" to' , 
the hlter-al11ed"deGlarat1oa'againat a.tiI otcl1arP088.iW»n committe, 1D 
temtcu."1•• 't1rI.cier ... oo_~~ or crmtrGl. fttia .... folland. 
A'rt1el.e 'I! of the JltDa1A.ot oftMUa1tedIaU..·"eta1"1 and ,ftrumcd.al . 
oem teNDae, Ire_ 1'ooda. 01. nppo.rt.&d: the a:tapa t8k:en by the Un1 ted 
• tlouforthe JRII'PU8 of 1o_t.il1g aDd. ~•.'looted. p~rttr aad 

, reoommendttd th~t '\b8.Go,.~,~of' ~'.U1t"••""JlVPftHatilJd: taD· 
m8.SUNEl ,1\0 preventite tnmlJtel'~ttd.D tel'P.1tar1ee subJec~to,thlldr . . 
Ju:r1Sd1CtiOA. !heV!t1ted State8..;;wu'~'~_d·~t Breton 1'1oode·.m:ij . 
at the InUip...Ame1"1can Om£81'8neecm Probl,ema' of _rand Peace at .' 
Heuco ctv in 1945'ld1:1ch Rsolvea. that thscoutrilJe. tbitftJ repnHnW 

adopt: 

" , 
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1 
"pt,rea,{'.f'1rm, Bru:i:impleman to, ~e. :pr1nd.plH and objeotions laid down1l:l 
tb.e' nreton Wocds f!k)ou.ent,u .~ll a, in the Declaration aga1nBt di~ 1 

, pOsso.8ion whieb precededi t; . :Sp~citieill;r, we resolved at ..:dee 'Ql.:tar 1'to take meaa'Ur8s to uncowr"di8c;1oee and.pNV~tth•.t~afer of 8I\l" 

P1"Op18rtq' ~U8t1y ootetiMd or\ak~I1n like mannor by .tti8 en•• from. 
 1
.othv ~pl.8A1ld _~~\4"'. for .1h~ :restontion'ot allchpl"OpGrtq to its 

ilghtfUlownel'S. ' an.1l1;ftbe~, apar\Y' to, the TripaJ".tiw Agrtt&o­
 1 
maut .ith respect tot.heQOntrolot Looted Al'ticles.Paria,Jul3B,' . 

194'_ _ this agreement .. undertooltto reQuest neut.ral countries to 1 

loG1lte and eontrol cultural ,l"Opertq looted 'tV the enG.., in, QOuntri•• 

i"o:rmerly, occUpied 'ttY' it and to nJqueat t.;w. g,ofiimment.& ,ot liberated , 1 

eountr1aa .., tamtan Ustrlof ~oilated ar't1.cl,.. '!be .,"_ani; etatech 


, 1 1 
"'!be go'Vlamnwmts o:t tile United states; Great Britain , 

and ft"aDce undorJ.1ne the u.e.tul.nesa 1Ih1C1h theapplicat10n 1 
of the abow 1Ddicated'lI8S811re8 represent fbI', the liberated 
coun't.ries '88 ·w.Uall for thEu••lw8 and that f.heyaJ"e 1 
deei..rcu 01 miviBg' the nfttNl ooUD tnes a.doptthem. 80b 

1, governman t undertakes to e t.fect all approprla tie llfiaIJUWS 


~d w1ll requeat tbegow~t.sof' the liberated oountrisa 

1io'do l~.p 

1ftlsse doa1l8llts show that't.b18 go:ve:mment. Ma, .8vanu. U.s ,taken: 
tht9, po.;ti~ 1ib&t wa~looted 'TOperv should'be retu:rnadto ita true, " 1 
owner. ,l'U!ftber,'" aftintol'lUci tba:t. s1nce W 81p.iBg ,ottA. ltal1an. 
~.. ,'trea.. It.al.t baa'be_ :Lndtad ,to parti c1pa te in'the, 1fT8tam, "', 1 
.at,abll8he4 .. the" 1)i,pGl't:i.te Agreeamt qy 8ubrUttingl1Bt& of plOper1ir 
loot.8d, ,t'J:oQm, it'&8 .Uas: byccmtrl.bating to \bewceftJ'1 of ,propertq 1i 

loo.d. from other oount.r1esand loaat.ed in Italy.. Iri tbecase ot'Oel"lialQ", 
American Kilitar.Y, OovefRDIJlltb8i 'sent the llaJ)&:t'taant listS 'of looted 1 
pn,per" a&ci'WMve2l84ea, prao:tic8 of N~ing :recovered article... 
the Americ&1l ZOlleCoUectingPo1n..t.' snac )22, ,a DDo.nt.ndum ,l:q the state 1 
DeJ;)ar~ t *1O:ber o£ tbe'State-Wa~Nav t»o~t.1ngCOmm1 totee, ree! tel 
mparagraph l( b) , ' 

Qthe ntaponalb111 V811d . thed••1w of' tb1aQo'V.~nt 

to return to tb81rOOllllv1ea o~ ong1a those <Nl~r&l 


·objeotiB which haw .beenwMg:fUl.l.rtakera and brt\)ught· 

.. _ unlted~.te.dulingaadatwr the warlt 


and suggests .that a circuliI' annctinc1ng th1aPOl1q be sent to _GUIlla, . 

11bra:r1ea, etC. .. 


It 8••_, tllerofore, that, the doeuments· heN roviewed aa .,11 &8 the I 

, past praotice of 1h1e and other Dlpartliumta otfer OO!UIldera'bl.e precedent 
fo%' the prompt l"8'tu.m ot, the· pealteJoathezo than a loan to HaJ"'Wlrcl or, ' 
other uni'\'9~"td:t.1.8 ,whieb -t',makesim1lar :requeats•. Although:1t ~ 

htpzoaet.1cable' 
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. " ! . 

' "II , 
~1'8cticable to send the volume to Dresden at thepreeent t1ms, ' 
~uate tac1llt1ea for its storage and display exist at Wiesbaden. 
Ulidel" ,these cirowretances, the contemplated deposit at Harvard ' 

,/UhiWl'8i\1 1IIII.70l'88te ~ impre,aion tbat 11'8 have appl'Opria ted. ' 
,. the voilllll8 iDr BUch tiM and purposes' as we deem. usetal.. ' 
. I . ' , - , .'. ' 

J, ! 

! 

;, 
j' , , ' 

, ,if 

I 
,/ . i' 

-,'; ; 

'­

I , ' 

CC t ILI - tiss Ba.l.l 

j,. 

LsI/B:W1nltredR. i1aD/ejs 
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December 2. 1949 

Mr. 	Riley suggested: 

A memo: 

Painting out all information with a shadow on Jackson. 

Recommending that steps be taken immediately to return Pli,alter 

to Germa.ny. 

Refer to customs rule that it should have gone back in 90 days 

and that it is our belief that it has crippled relations with 

Customs. No other objects since the Psalter have. in fact. been 

~ven to Department of State custod1. 

Public relations aspect w~ ~ve it to Harvard? WQy not to 

some 	other university or any other one? . 

Emphasize its return. exhibition and study at Wiesbaden. 

Check: 'Iith Mr. Bracken and Winifred. 
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 Office of Public. Af'fa1r9:, 
:&.d i&uheim, ~. 

HoY_ber 24, 1949. 

MaiUlT.Pyllfer 

Let\ol' from ~ Brelt.anbaah., llbiat M.1i'A!(~h Seet. IteR Division. 

3. !he aathorlzatlon for a facsimile edition ot 1457 Maine 
Psalter constitutes indeed a v~ry deliCl\tu afu1. difficult problem. 
particularll since it. appep.rs t.hat. the book was never on US 
occupied territory which would be the le~l ba.sis for. mthorizing 
the request. However, the f ,~.c, that the book is l)J"ln~ed r.u.th~~r 
th'3Jl h.aJld-w1"ht.~n 1IJJ.lY clWlgS the legal e,spect since the l"eproduetion 
of a print.ed book does probably not require sllob au.thorh:ation. 
Mr. Heinrich feels that upon raturn the boOk shoald be given into 
bal1eeah1p of' the German .e"ederal Government or to the Hesse Oovern­
ment. should they st,Ul act em bailee for art propert.l t~ the 
eli:1stcrn zone. 

FartohtmDOl"e, VIl". Hl)inrlcll is hopoful. t.h8.t. German B.\lthor'lUss 
might 'De a.ble to torRde lihe PSi'.lter for the famm16 Hild~d von 
:Bi~n manuscript belonging to the Wieubt3C18n I,ibrary and pM'le!ently 
beld in Dresden.. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

, SECP..ET 

Office Memorandum · UNITED STATES GO,VERNMENT 

, TO : on - Mr. Williaxn C. Johnstone DATE: December 16, 1949 

FROM. , !LI - LmoronceS. Morrl~Ly· 
SUBJECT: The 1457 MainzPsalter 

The Secret staff paper, tiThe 1457 }/ainzPSalter, II containing 

two recommendations formulated on the basie of new information 

tbB.t t~ Psalter should be returned to the U. S. Zone of ~ 

and that it should not be' remanded to the eu.sto~' of Harvard Univer-­
I 

sity is herewith transmitted for your attentio~ An appended chron­

ological table of documents end the Complete chronological file of 

documents accompanies thepapero The folder on the Psalter borrowed 

from P .. Miss Lovitz is also returned herewith. 

Attachments:- ItThe 1457 Mainz Psalter" with 
appended "Chronological Table 
of Documents•• If 

Complete File on the 1457 Mainz 
Psalter 

Folder on Ps~ter fromP - Miss Levitz 

. 
(J."tt , DEC 19 R!.C'P 

OEX:ILI:ABHall;mms 12/16/49 8f'IO£ Of IDUDATIQttAL £XO~@@ 
SECREr 

d,) 

1 08 ~~lO 




SECPJDT 

Iec8il:be:c cD, 

Psalter 

I recommend the Dep:;,rttilent exercise its 
to reOL1.8st the COn~?l'e~:;s to &;ive s 1000k to 

custO(J~/"of s'baclen 
collection center in Ql~clel" tl~<~t tl'l8 

~Yk'3~~r interl1;;Yc i OlJicl 
1~.greements llilX:?l':t:7Bnt' policy vrith re£',p8ct to return of 
looted objects of 

TnG above cOErplete and. 
tl1crou.gh rene,,·,' ne,,! 
evidence vlhich E18 to beJ.ieve 
should. :r:E1x\.rtr:-cent leno. itself to or se:ni-illegal 
tr.:ms8ctions ,·,hich ()(::en engE.<'?,Bd by 

.' "'L,'''''c''''''O'l~, t'''eL '\."'<"i~,., "'t", t Dlllvel'si ty.):~., ... __ C.n In 
"::.,,ld.ng this decision it U'Y'I;.. ,..... ,1...eci .:;':U,,:.. ':'! tes l'u~VJ'-. _~,"'OT,rv '.' _ .;; 

Co:::.:;i~'sion Tc:;com;,enc.ed clu:.toCLy the 
Iihl~p:cian of c\nQ refoI)Onsible, under 
V8l';j speclllc comHti OllS, tilis to 1':1 tJ.:.'1ivOl~si ty 

2: :~)eriocl not to exceed tVjQ ;/e21'S, tl::';::!.t; in C8,80 the 
book 08 returned. to Thncxt::,ont at the llipel'tn:ent s :ceq.t:l~:' st. 

U:r. Jc',ckson is s~f3inf; to 10t~11 this Dook to 
H::tl~v2rd for on inc1efini te De:docl JQnLlC.-:;:r;{ 1, 1950, [tlJ..egGclly 

on3.er he m9::r oatein $lO,OCO in contri'but io!'~:.:, 3:'1'ivate 
d,onoTE aefore tIle fil'st of such contri1x.1.tions c~:m 

SL1j·'i"':.b)y 0.ecJnctec~ fro;., 
to patel to I~Bichl1el', 
:::'or troyed. CU.EtO~T • 

I do the ])ep2rtn:ent c.;:m t;:'e~H::::l,ction 
iiJhich 1~e8Lllt the [:~ction noted 9:bove 81 though El·l:1 not 

if.:: to tbe $10 ,000 to 1·/1],3:t :;1'. J 2,cJ:.::son 
l'lEt,ve t}lis tre.:nsC1.,ction. 

If ;;rou concur in JYco]Y:menc!Dtion I :3~'"JJ_ll tely 
JEep3..:t'e the .nece'ss81'Y rocp,lGst to LibI'21"~l Con~;:;:e S:2, for 
of tlle ~o CLlS tody the De':"~.l·brent I sh::<Ll G13,d. to

.J, 

. t~'~e. necess:S1"S' 2,ctioJ:l to see t]~Jt:.t boole cle ~.~]~:;., tclle'd 'Ul1cle:r· 

SlGC~T 
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STANDARO FOAM-NO. 64 Sf'( 
r •. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
.,,. Office M'emorandum 
! 

TO OEX- Mr. William Johnstone DATE: Jan. 9, 1950 

FROM p- Howland H. sargeant$ . 
.... 

SUBJECT: Mainz Ps"al ter 

.. 
Bill, I suggest yon take the ,Psalter file over t6 

the Library of Congress -- or have the Lib~arian of·.,· 

Congres$com:e over to tbe state .D,epart~ent' ~ndsft, . 

down with you -- and thrash out the 'desirability of 

making ,the Psalter a,vailable to Harvard. This matter , . 

has been cooking for a long time'and I hope to get it 

settled 'Once and for all • 

. Before this week is over, will you please assure 

. me the. t you have done everything possible to settle 

the matter? 

'Attachinent: 


Complete Psalter File 

" 

P:E.HSargeant;hg 1/9/50 
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TO 

FR0M 

.,', SUBJECT: 

Office Memorandum 
· UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

aFrJ:./D - Mr. Johnstone y' DATE: Jan1lal7 ro, 1~50.\ v­:~::: s. Morris Jt~., ~)j-.;) 

1. Is use ~ Harvard a ::::~~~~e~~~()~
ment or any policy, re~ng utilization of German objects 
wbile in our custoq? . 

Is kind of use a violation of policy and length of use - two 
years? . 

Yes•.~ obligations of this Government specifically _ 
include only reoovery and restitution (Jf cultural property. 
TheSe obligations have been stated1n the Inter-Allied declara­
tions and agt"eements of World War II; in tbedirectives 9f the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS 1067 of April, ~9.45, and the directive 
of July 11, 1947); and in the SWNCC memora.:ndtmi 322 (Return of . 
Looted Objects to Countries of Origin. Memoranduln of the State . 
Department member of SWNCC. Approved by SWNCC, January 28, 1947). 

Tbe6bligations of the United· States~vernm~nt under 
international J.t::u.q re~ting: to possible use or utilization of 
property· are found in the Rules of La:ndWarfare (1940), Arti­
cle 318 - 321. on "Treatment of Enemy- Property, If where utilization 
of all movable property, including coltural property and that 
belongi:Dg to the State is strictly prohibited unless tldirectly 
susceptible of mUitary use. II 

I have been informed informally that this principle applies 
in the case of the Psalter. 

a. ··Is book in public domain? 

Yes. The Psalter of 1457 belongs to th~ Dresden Staats 
Bibliothek. It is a part of a public state collection protected 
by German law. .As such it is in the public domain andinalie:cable 
and indefeasible. 

3. United. States Government is. su.bstitute for the custodian? 

The uiuted. States Government in the Un!ted $tates and in 
the American Zone. of Ger:ma.nyacts only as custodian or trl.lstee- . . 

for 

OONFIDENTlAL 
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for su.chproperty, under the established obli~tions of inter­
national law. " 

",' . 

'.~ ". . 

.'<, .. : ,'~. ~ . " .' .',,: . 

, ,.,' ,,' 

.... -;'. 

,": .. ,' .:. 

,G~~ 
OEX: ILl: ARHall.:mms 
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MEM()RAlIDUM,TO •• oEX;D.-:Mr. J~hrl~-toWt..'" . .' DATE•. February 1, 1950( 
! 'FROM" ,I "'.iL!";:'-:~~noe S•. M~~i:i~L~',··n·· " 

SUB~CT .,1,,' ~S:~~oilj9on~~rpi~g 1me"lia1U Psalter e.S~~d by. ',. '. ' 
Dr ~ Luther Evans . 

:~, ":. ' 

." i'ld,~.is" ijlr~pl1 't9 yPu.r.·o~ai reqt&esttor &ns\\'ers ~>the" '. 
tello~' Wo,q\iest10nBoonoei-m.ng tlle:u:a1ni,Ps&lt,er poseii by,Dr. EVans. ." .. ,' . . .", , '. " ".' 

1.' , Would' use ot the·.:Matiuf psiJ.ter by' Ral:vard Univer'si~ oon­
stitute a Vio1.ationot' any-one t s .,interest. or., ot ..8fJ¥PolioY ooneerning
the utilization of Ger.ma:a.· objeots ot' art While' in the oustody ot 
thi s Governmeat1 

.2•.•. Would th~ ld.nd~t use which ~uld be made of. the Psalter at 
Harvard,anci the. proposed ,length of use. that is, apprOXimately two 
years, .oonstitute" a Vlolation-'ot policy? . .
.',., .. ' ,.. ..".....- . ). 

C:," ~"'"M.. ~",,; " 
~,~ " ,>~ ';"''''<" ..'." '. ,

1•. ;~ UTILI~TION)rVIOLA.TION;OF, POLICY? , " 

'. No witt~n stateJnent ot Departmentpo1:t.oY'ertsta wilioh '. 
to:u,ohes spe()it·icallY llPOl1 :the, pointot' tbe, utilization,ot looted , 
objeots ot ~,While in the custody of this Govermnent. ' The DlSIJ10. 
randum erititled Return of Looted Objeots otArtto Countries ot 
Origin, approved bY' t1i8 state-far-Na.vy Coorcn:na:t1ng cOIiiiD!ttee. OD. 
January 28., 1941. omits t'bJ..s aspeot ot the handling ot such objeots. 

There,have be;n, however, oertain' cases similar to the one' under 
consideration, ~oh indioate olearlY' the unwritten polia,rtollowed 
hith~rto bY' the Department. The instance olosest in character to that 
ot the MaiDz: Psalter 1s the O&8e 01' 'tile' Naval. Commander who, while in 
China after the war, purohased. in good faith a number ot valuable works 
ot art. inolud.1ng bronzes. trOIll departing Japanese. Atter he had' 
brought- the works .0£ art to 'this country the Chinese' Government lodged 
a olaim tor them. which was reoognized as valid. In oODi'erenoea with 
the DepN"tment, t,h.e Q0Dlmander proposed tha1i instead of remming 'Cbe 
objects to China he should give them to Yale University.. When 
intormed ,that this. was not possible, he proposed to len¢'. ·them to Yale 
before mey' W8re. 'returned to China. The Department ruled:. that the 
objects oould not be so loaneci and theY' ,were re'turned to China without 
being made availa.ble 1;0 Yale. .Another instanoe is. the handling ot the 
Berl.:l,.J2, paintings, whiohwere DOt.. utilized in this oountry tor purposes 
of displq until after oonsultatioD. with. appropriate German oftioials • 

. In both 
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In both of the above i.:nstances the Department adhered to a 
generally aoo~pted prinoiple among museums having.1nterna~ional 
relli:~onsthat ~d.isplq 'or use .1Ihatsoe~erof objeots of. .art .or 
oth~r oul~a,lprOper~es'~ bem.ade only W1tP. the'oollsep.t of, am 
11£'aaoerdan~ewith .~the.oond:iti.ona .laid down by. the rightfUl owners 
or th~ir authorizedrepresenta-tiVes ~ 

'<"',' 

Itis reoognized~1;theDresden Staaia ·Bibliotek,:t.b.8 rightful 
owner of tne Psalter,. isnq..·iuthe Russ:i&nZone.and unavailable tor 
purposes of .inqUtry••..Nn;.t:t,n.'less. m~ ~rma:uin-the_stern zones 
willsur..ly learaoi'.tb.e' aotion' taken.· aQ.c1 'the 1'dsdomor .umdsdem of 
the de01sia :"fdll;001l8titute ;an·add!ttODAl'fao~r ·atf'eoting·the­
s1tUationwithw.tlich::HICOG : must deal in oarrying 'out i tamssion•. 
It is beoauseot:thisthai:.ot.b.eroul-mral .objeots looted'· trom the 
East Zone of ~~ havobeOll .promptly returned to the Amerioan 
Zone' and plaoedin' the oustodyot West Germanoffioials •• 

" : .. 
" . ­

;In the . light of theDepartment'.saot10n in the ..instanoes 
mentionedahove,one is "obliged to a1lSW8rDr. Evans'. first question. 
in the atf.irmative: ·the. proPosed utilization.by RarvardUniversity' 
would oonstitute a breakwtth the uuwrittenpolioy followed until 
nawbythe Department. 

However,sinoe the policy in question has never been offioially 
formulated and the number of oases involving the partioular point 
underoonsiderationis very small, it may. be urged thatthe·.polioY' 
itself should beexaminedatresh. From the-point ·.of ·viewof"the best 
interests of the· United states GOven:Jment and ot··the Depar"t;;ment,' atd 
taking (into acoount all' aspeots of the .situation" should the"'polioy ..
be ohmged? . . . . . . , . 

.,' . r . 
0. 

R&d the objeot":IJi question been looted, or smuggled out, from 
the ~rritory of one of our former allies in the war or from a neutral 
oountry. tM'aot:101l to be taken would be quite simple. A not.e from 
the Department to that oountry· s t>mbasay in Washington would state 
the f~ots of the oase and inquire whether there' was any objeotion to 
the. proposed utilization of the' objeot•. If the object had been 
.tolen from, say~the Louvre, it is quite,likely that an understiuiding
woUld'be reaohed'W1thoutdiffioulty with the representatives in this 
oountl\'Y of the. Frenoh Government. 

< • .'" " • 

A. 'deoision :oonoennng thewisdomot: a given aot, hOw8ver, Oaml.ot 
be made ina'vMutim, azid 1nthe prese:D:t;case there are two· kinds of 
factors 'Whioh catm:otbe:l.gaored.· 'The first have to de with the 
sp8oiSl. 'reltl;t1"oilshlp in whioh the uiiiteCi States Goverriment is placed 
1n regard to .Germe:iiy as an ooouPY'tngpc:iW9rj the' seoandwiththe 
oiroumstanoes of the 'introduotion of -the' M8irtz,Psalter into. this 
ooun~r,y and, oonsequently, the appearanoe of afd and>oomf'ort by the 
Dep~.:taentto'thesmuggling of works of art." . Reports from the reoent 

American Lib.~ar.r 
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• 
Amerioan Librar,y Assooiation oonterence in Chicago and from 

aCademic circles in Oambridge indioate that interest alre~ exists, 

among perscms in the world of books and art as to what position the 

Department will take in 'this matter. 


Unpleuant as it may be to look olosely. at the oircumstanoes in 
the present'oase# .it is' neoessar,y, in arriving at a deoision, to 
take.intoacoount 1:o11e fa()t that the'Department has been advised that 
the utilization of 'the MainzPsalter .in the way oontemplatedwill 
result in the pe;yment of $10#000.00 to the New York dealer who oon­
spired to bring the Psalter into this oountry, the sum presumably to 
be transmitted by him in whole or in part to the foreign dealer who 
smuggled the Ps.alter out of his oountry by means of a false invoioe. 
If the Depar'1:aJ1ept ot state, by authorizing the utilization for w.bioh 
the book was . illegally introduced into this ,oountry~ .is a party. to 
enabling Clishonest dealers to make smuggling ~ profitable activity, 
the prestige of the United States Government will be lowered in the 
eyes of the cultural world and arqattempt.in the .t;uillre to disoourage 
such illegal transactions will be rendered intinitelymore diffioult. 
The Department: ~uld in .. effeot be countenanoing a violation of Federal 
law and of 'this (;overnment I s commitments under the Hague Oonvention 
of 190'1oited in the first. paragraph of the SWNOO Memorandum of' 
January 28# 194'1. . 

The United States Government has taken the lead sinoeWorld War II 
in the reoovery and restitution of looted works of art. It has 
throughout invoked the old oommon law prinoiple that property acquired 
from a thief does not enjoy a good title. At present the world knows 
where the United states Government stands in this matter but the moral 
leadership it has won oan be lost if it does not olearly and unmistakably 
practioe what it preaches. 

2~ KIND AND LENGTH OF USE. 

. If the above answer to the first question is' sound, obviously 
it also a:riswers the seoond question in the affirmative. If tmy 
~thorized, use would be a break with the policy h1:t:herto followed, 
the ldnd of use and length of use are ,irrelevant. 

The question as to the length of use# however, does introduce 
the problem created by the retention of the book in this oountry at 
all. The Department has in the past endeavored to return objects of 
looted, art as promptly as possible~ and this polioy appears to .be 
implioitly oontained in the. SWNOO Memoraxidum cited above. Other 
cultural properties originally from. museums in the East Zone of 
Germany have been returned to the West German Govermnent as trustees 

, . for the rightfUl ollllers and are now on publio display to the Germm 
people. It is assumed that similar display in Germany would be made 
ot the PSI;Uter upon its return. . 

RECOMMENDATION 

RESTRIOTED 
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It is reoommended .that the Mains: Paa]. ter be returned to 
Germany and plaoed in the ousto~ of: the West German Govarmnent" 
without utilization inthisoountry. . 

* * * 

Th~ in:f'ormatio~ might be oonveyed to Harvard Uniye~si'tiY that 
the photographio equipment at;: present atMArburg"and available :for 
us. in reproduoing rare books •..'is -eio.ong' the best in the world and 
that the Department would be willing to lend i tagood of:fi~es, in 
endeavoring to~,.1nake . arrangements with·,the Germanotf'ioiaJ.s'conoerned 
:for reproduotiono:f the<Md.nz; Psalter.· .' ,....., . 

,', ., ,.,~ ". 

. The above'oonsiderations .and reoommendation are the result of: . 
joint consideration of: this problem by ILl and GEl. and' represent 
the oonsidered jUdgment of: ~ese twoDiv1~ions. 

. \ 

Attaohment: 

.SWNCC Memo. dated Jan;. '?8." 1947. 

00 a GEA"" Mr•. Bak:~ 

Cleared by phone 
with Mr. Baker 

OEIaILr:LSMorrisadh 

~S 

'1'08219 
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OEX/D -Mr. Johnstone 

ILl - Lawrence S\ Morris 

Dr. Evans I Questiona,;re Kainz Psalter 

State-War-l-lavy Coordina~ing C-ommitteeMemorandurn approved . 

January--28, 1947 and printed' in theOepartnlent's Bulletin Fe~ruary 


. (23, 1947 (copy attached) contains Ithe most definite statement ot· 
C.-administl"cltive policy for {'stu.rn of looted .objects of art, but ~ 
c6cri.1ts any.~pecitic II!s,ot;ion of utilizatinn.:whila in.Government 
~ustody or'· any specifi(j' statement ·concsrnj,ng the· sp'eed--with" which! 

t.heGi:>verr1.lllent ·will carry out ita obligations to secure and ,retufn 

such objects • 


•. j 

However,'it is Ii generally accepted principle among nlusewns baving 
international relations that any display or use whatsoever of objects of, 
a)~t or other cultural properties may be made only with the consent of, 
and in accordance with the conditions laid q,own by, the ~ightful owners 
or their authorized representatives. The Department adhered to this 
principle in the exhibition of the German ar't.sent to the United States 
for safe-keeping. GEA (Mr. Baker states that though he is unaware of 
any formal agreements or' policy statelllents which commit the Department 
to this principle, it has followed i~ in prHctice and should continue 
to do so. 

In view of the above, Dr. Evans I first qu.est.'l. on: "Is use by Harvard 
a violation of anyone's interest, or agreement, or any pollcy re utili ­
zation of German obj~ct8while in O,lr custody?t!must be answered ill the 
affiralative. Any use or display not authorized by the rightful owners 
or him their duly 4esignated representatives would bea break with the 
unwritten"policy to which the Oepartm.enthas hitherto adhered~ Since 
any unauthc~ized use would be a violation of the Departmentts policl" 
the kind of use and length of use are irrelevant. 

The question as to length of use, however, does introduee the 
problem of the retention of the book in thi8 country at all. lniplicit 

rlri.-theSWNCC· paper cited, and heretofore observed by' the Department .. / 
(In practice', is the policy of returning identifiable cultural property 
Lto the .country of origin as soon as possible.rOther cultural properties 
()riginally f·rom museums in the East 'Zone of "Gerruany have been returned 

. to the ~l\lest Getman Government as t'rusteos forfhe rightful ovmers-and 
are now on public display to the German. people. It is assumed' that 
similar display in Gerrnanywould be made of the Psalter upon its r'eturn. 
With the concurrence of GEA (Mr. Baker) ILl-therefore recommends that 
the Mainz Psalter be returned promptly • This would also relieve the 
Librarian of Congress and aqy ot.hergovernment agencies of further l 

pressure on this pr'oblem. . ! 
" ­

OEX:ILI:TIVSimpson:gjc 
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PreviO,UB Do,cuments' 

1. ',TD ,51&12. 

2. 	 Part 52 ... trading With the Jnemy Act. 
Seotions 3(,,)' and. 5(b)., ' 

a'.,:ii'fJ.rittA.ht ot 19313' (1B(h.. r£~le 19. Section 
"1593 (b) and ,Seotion,iE)\~~,,! 

, ' 

4. 'BagueCon;e.ntion (11:) "of' 1ge7. Artioles 3'.4 7 .56., 

5... Treaty on the froteotlon of, Arthtic and 
',ScientiticlnsUtutiori.8 andH1Storic .onuments 

,1.:~ 193,';. " .",' ' ,'" , " , 

, , /6,. ,:Inter-Allied Declaration.:o'fj~uary 5" 1,943. 

~ ,7~,B~etton' Woods Resol\1tiori,VX. , 

1$ 	-1fC., 8. 'tnter-Ameri~an Conference Jilesolution XIX.

() tlls­
9. ,Tripart1te Agreement. , 

. , 
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, 

February 6, 19~ 

MEIDRANDUM TO ILl -~. Mo..'rJQllS 

&J.BJ;m01': . Qflestions Oo~cerning t~ Mainz Psalter . 

. I asked Dick Co~k to review your memorandum' 8Jld I . 
have carefalli reviewed, it' II\iseU'. I' have' several qUfJstions. , . 

. In your pam.grapb. beginning at the bottom of page 2 
you state that a decision cannot be nade ina vactmm and that 
two factors . cannot Pe ignored. The first is' the special relationship 
in whicb.theUriited"States'is pl9.ced in regard to GernmlY. I agee ' 
that this factor IIIlSt be taken into account. . 

.-- . I refer a@.into IIV conversation with Luther Evans in 
which Mr. Evans and I ~ed that reionsibility for the use of the 
book by Harvard. could and should be ,schar,ged by the Library of 
Congress under every possible safeguard. Mr. Evans stated that 
be intends to negotiate a contract or letter of agreement with the 
President of the University setting forth the terms UIlder which the 
book migbtbe placed on loan to Harvard. I therefore feel that 
the relationship of tm :&rvard libra-riBn to the New York dealer is 
extraneous to the problem. Since we have word from Germany that 
there might not be objections to its loan to 'lhrvard I am not sure 
your final recommendation is an altogether good one. It would seem 
to De that.f.wbat,i.we might do, as Dick Cook: sUggests, would be to 
nake a new and off;icial approach through HIOOG as to whether the 
Gerinan officials concerned wou.ld per~ive objection in the loan of 
the book to mrvard ma.ld.ng clear that the book. would be returned 
to Gel"1Il9l:W and if they would object to this we 
the second part of your recommendatiQn respecting reproduction of 
the' book: in Gel'Il8D.V' once it. has been retu;n,ed. 

I know that what I ss:y is contrary to your recolllllJ3ndations 

aJJd it 

. , :;;. / ." ~"f"C· ,';' ,
\;I., 

.: 

J~ ; , I 

then might take up 

:. 
'j 

Ii 
11 
I',I, 
I' 
I 
!I . 
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arid it "~"be 'that aIDA's. interest in this is such that Dt1 ideas 

are invalid. Bowever,Iwish you would carefully reconsider 

this in the light of our review and 99me up with So paper which 

eliminates all question of relationship with the book dealer 


.l and whiCh takes mto account one factor on which nu instmctions 
., may not have been clear, namely, what are the~bliC relations 
Gts of this whole affairl :By this I mean we do approaCh 

.' '.' on its loan to m.rvard, will that hurt or not bnrt· our German 
relations at the moment? If we do send the book back immediately 
will that help or hinder our German relations and likewise wOlJ.1d 
it help or hinder our public relations in this country? 

I am sorry to return this for revision bu.t I just don't 
think: we have an adequa.te paper yet. , 

WCJ/mll 
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,.trua1"1 1', 1950 
' FEB 2 0 REC'O 

OR.. Of EIlUCATl8NAL EXOHANGe 

OIl this 
111 10ur reOOlUA8Ddatioa 

sts.t$S ' 
tor appropria." djll~ltion in aeeoNanoe 

Please take the respOllSj.bll1V tor 1n1tilil.tirlg 

t.o the Librarian of Congress 

UDth~1'8taDUDI from l'out'liamorudum that Mr. LuthU' 

• ,', . r, 

"RG. SCI-------Entry NNOQ(''Jo71 
File IY\t.U nL- p~a:u:cr 
Box '2­

,.::.. 

..;. 

, "", 
1'Oos OEX - !Itr. William Joimstone 

", 'moah 

I imve read tbe lDGtllQrandum 70&1 t:raDBllitted to ms 
.u.1::'Jq,o~ l.U)der ¢late of Ye'brWU7 lJ Uld 1 conour 
thAt the Mar.in.'pealter be rtlturntld immeUatel1 to thfl Unit.ed 
lU.gh ~icmer,;in ae~ 

, with estn.bash~ 'pe11c1es Uld, procedures governing dUf)Oe1t1on of 
lCXlted objects of art. 
the,&ct1cmstbfit. yoo, outllnsd, 1ucl1Jd1Jlg a letter from tbe Assistant 
s.;:cra~'of b"t~te i'ar Publio Afttd.r'c 

~ . 
aJidthe neoessary,comG.lunicaUou acd a.ctions with JltICOO., 

. :, 

It is fIJ1 
&vans t Librarian of ConpeSt~, ,baa epeoif1.call:y OmlcUl"rEid in yo~ 
nCOZllll8D4aUOIl. 

ect 	 m... ir. Charles RulteD 
ILl... r4r. Jion;1s 

Atteohlaent; , 

Memo fl"GDI IJo.Jobu'•• to I.r. Garg(ant uni!Br date ot F'eb. li, 1950 
,': :·t" 

",;,1a1!NlQ~k.MOI'''1a\to ..,M.r. Johnstone or 2/10/'0 

11VlS1OH OF UB8Allt;~ ~ND INST~TUTE~ ,-....--~."~.~. 

I -iEB it 	 1950I _ U 	 .. 
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February 15, 1950 
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7}f&v~ 

•ivlEMORA1lDillil 

TO: OE! Mr. William Johnstone 

FROlVl: p Howland H. sargeant~~ 
SUBJECT: DISPOSITION OF THE Ml-l.INZ PSA1TEJ.1 

I have read the'memorandum you transmitted to me on this 
subject under date of February 13 and I concur in your recommendation 
that the Mainz Psalter be~: returned immediately to the United ,states 
High Commissioner in Germany for appropriate diSposition in accordance 
with established policies and procedures governing disposition of 
looted objects of art. Please ta.ke the responsibility for initiating 
the actions that you outlined, includin~,.~ 1,~,~tt:r"..J£2,~.~~,.A?£!~§,;t,~t /
Secretary of St::::te for Public i~tot;he Lib q,f,.,CcOngress 
a.na-tne"neces'S~t:l:\y-communrcat!'on· "COG ~ 

I 
\ 

It is my understanding from your memorandum that Ilir. Luther 
"Evans, Librarian of Congres,:~ ~ ,has specifically concurred in your 
recommendation. ~ ,_" 

FEB 20 REC'O 
cc: ' IE - !vir. Charles Hulten 

ILl - Mr. idorris UFFICE Of EDUGAlIONAl EXCHANGE 

Attachment: 

p;reW9 Hom i'f!I'.Jofinatone to j\;j:!. SaI'g::'ant uncer dhLe of I'eb. 13, 19,0 

,W"lQmo ;from Mr. Morris t·o TInr. Jolwdox;).@ gf 2/10/50 

P:Hf-IS:ms 
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".:~~~.Jrl~li#:~~Q~~i~ '/: ,. ;;~i~·~~}(17!51Q . 
te 'of" 1457, one of' the' gres't


of' G'ermany, 'has: 'to>e~n .' 

" .. ' .. ;Wnfted S ta~ef.j;;8.nd 'returned by 


a~t~P1e~nt'" :lri··~~k.1n~~,\h1S ··.. a.nnounce ~' .. ' " 
si\::~e;'~~WE~S;·i \.~·~·er·t;.·;u· . . • under;' '~ne ilire.erna.tional 

, .... . '. '. late'd'by:"tti~:,lJn:tt~d 
~:l~~~oi;:,claJ~~r,·:clut··'.the' 'prpgt-'e.tft, of, recQV'er';' 

.. \w'ar ;': ·Mo.~ ,t " EU~QP~all .'. . 
:a.1:~r;E~elrlfe'nt ., ~ ~ .. • ... '" .. "', . . " '.',

hael·.•·:re,c6v¢,re(i~nd'
'.. '.01' .a,rt.ariQ.';,.· .' . 

. .ctloris':1.n·th~' U.3. 
-nm·j~;ot"'·.m'1'c!""''''''''''"··''·· 'uh;ivefsft:te&'and " ,

.' ' ',' ;'; ,... .," ~,;- ~ .. ". , 

-
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DIVISION OF ACTION COpy
COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS DEPARTMENT OF STATE·~~APH BRANCH 

INCOMING TELEGRAM 
APR IZ 

1 CONFIDENTIAL .~ECOrWS ;,,11';,: '-\il~.' A 
S E ; ~ Ti :,i '..~ 

?'ROM: Frankfort Control 3805 

Info 
TO Secretary of State 

Recid April 11, 1950 
12:54 p_mo 

. p NO 3030, April ll~ 6 p.m • 
GER 
OLI REDEPTEL 2390 dated April 8 filainz Psal tel"'. 
CIA 
l)CR Present proposal contemplates turnover of Psalter to 

c:1.ty f!lainz by US High Commissioner June 24 on occasion 
greatfestlval celebrating 550th Anniversary Gutenberg 
B:lrthday and 50th Ann1versa:r'iT Mainz Gutenberg-Mauseum.. 
Breitenbach will doubtless discuss plan with you during 
his present visit. 

Pr()posal fupther contemplates retention book by city 
for unspecitied per:lod, subject of course to recall 
any time, 0:;:' other RICOG order,ve disposition as indi­
cat;·2d280l~. We therefore pre.fet- avoidance of refel"'ence 
to stipulated period of loan .. 

In view plan transfer June 24, suggest deta.ils be left 
for bandling by Heinrich' after his return end April, 

MCCLOY 

aNISION OF LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTES 

APR 1 2 1950 
DEPARTMEKT OF STATE 

CONFIDf;N'l'IAL / 
THIS COPY MUST BE RETURNED TO DC/R CENTRAL FILES WITH PERMANENT RECORD COPY: NOTATION OF ACTION TAKEN. 

t6-5291H-1 u, 5, GOVERNMENT PRtNTJN'G OFFICE 
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\ P 141.7052 ZEI 

]}{ USINRl W.ASHINGroN DC 

10 UFB/ISD BAVARIA MUNICH GHlRM.ANY 

IDxC/INID SERVICES BAD NAUHElIM 

~..Afi GRNC 

ISD lfOR W.A1LEN'BERG NEOE ZElTUNG ISD FOR ARNOT ElJPROB 141705 

PAREN lfOLLmmm MATERIAL NOT RPT NOT TO BE POBLISBED 00 DISTRIBUTED 

TO GERMAN PRESS OR' OTHERltlISE MADE POBLIC U1TTIL OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION 

THAT WNZ PSALTER RPT MAINZ PSALTER HAS ARRIVED -1!!.r FRA11C.JiURl! ON' 

MCCLOYS PLANE CMA EXPECTID MORNING MARCH FIFTEEN ::B'R.ANmJRT TIME 

STOP AIJTOlv1ATIC RELEASE \~RElN" PLANE ARRIVAL IS' OFFICIALLY CONF.!RMD 

UNP.AR.EN PARA -. 

HEREWITH MANSFIELD NEUE ZEB~'t11m SPECIAL SlOP 5'UGGEST SIMULTANEOUS 


RELEASE BY EDPROBS .AMERIK.A.DIENST' EFT A\1ERIKADIENST ClvlA CREDITING 

.. 


NEUE ZEIIJJ.JNG.AS SOURCE STOP PLMSE SEND copy .AJ../OO TO F.RANK' MiLLER 


:apr.,e F.a.A1;n( MILLER Q;lA HlOOG PAHA 


WASHINGJroN MARCH FIE'.r:mrm DASH \HTH LANDING OF PLANl] THAT BROUGHT 

UNISTAT.ElS NlOOG JOHN J MCCWYBPT HIOOG JOHN J MCCLOY BACK TJ :mANK:FU'R.r 

IDDAY AF':.eER Olir.JJ RPT ONE WEEK STAY IN UNISTA..m:ElS a'{A LASfE PAGE wAs 

WRIT'.cEN IN ONE OF GREATEST AND HIGHERTO UNTOLD .ART STORIES TO CONE 

OUF' OF WORLD 1tlAR' T\-IO P.ABA 

S.AFELY 
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S.AFELY PACICtllJ .AND GO.A1IDED BY SPECI.AL COURIER av1A FAMOOR Q.T M.AlNZ 

PSAIil!illR RPT MAINZ PSALTER tmQ,T ClI{A REGABDED BY ART EXPERTS WITH 

.ALMOST lOOLATROUS AmIRATIOlif .AND VALUED HIGHER THAN FAMOUR Q!r 

GtJTJ!N.BERG RPT GUTEtiJ3ERG BIBLE mr~ 00 HAS BEEN ~ TO GERL"v.1ANY 

BY UNISTATES GOVERNMENT S1UP PSALTER \vAS PBlNTED IN G.fil.RM.ANY m10ST 

FIVEHONDRED RPT FIVEHI:JNDRED YEARS AGO PARA 

mIS BOOK (If.lA. REOOVERED BY UNISTATES GOVER.NM:IlJNT FROM IIJ:mllL 

PRIVATE POSSESSION CMA IS ONE OF FIVE 00. SIX RPT FIVE OR SIX COPIElS 

IN EXISTENCE S~ IF V.A.11JE CAN BE EXPRESSED IN MOIWARY ~l]!RMS .A:.f .ALL . ­

00. TIS GENERALLY :ASSUMED TO BE SOJl.ffi1wHERE RmTWEEN TWOFIFl'Y AND . 

THBEillFIFTY mOOSAND RPT Tt'lO FIFl'Y .AND TBREEFmY THOUSAND IOLLA.RS 

SlJDP NO RPT NO copy EXISTS IN WESTERN mlISPHElRE PARA 

mUSTAl'ES OOVERNMillNT IN BEroRNING PSALTER TO GERMANY IS UPHOLDING 

ITS mADITIONAL POLICY OF RESPmr ]OR OWNERSHIP' OF CULTURAL PROPERTY 

S~UP TIS ALSO ADHERmG ID INTllBNATIONAL AGffi1l1ltfENT OF JULY EIGHT QvIA 

ONENlNE :rou:esIX RPT JULy EIGHT CMA ONDTL'ifE FOIJRSIX SmP mAT AGREElI{ENT 

WAS SIGNED BY UNISTATES CMA UNITED KINGJX)I\i A.l'ID FRANCE STOP ALMOST .ALL 

lllJRQ!?EAN COUNTRIES ARE PARTICIPANTS SWP UNDER ITS PROVISIONS LOOTED 

AR'.C WORKS .ARE ~u BE RECOVERED VJHENEVER POSSIBLE .AND REWRNED TO 

NATION"S~r HAVE RIGHTliUL OWNERSHIP SIDP NUMBERS OF .ART OBJECTS 

HAVE BEEN RllIDV'EIBED AND REmillIED SO F.AR SW BUT MAINZ PSALTER 

EXCEiiIDS MOST OF THE om.ER RECOVB.18.ED WORKS OF ART IN ~.ANCE AND 

IS BY FAR IvIOST VALUABLE PARA 

. FAMOUS 
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FAMOUS BOOK IS ro BE RE:LD IN COSTODY AND TRlJSTEmSHIP OF HIOOG 

]OR FINA1RJillIIRl~ m GERMAN CYvVNERSHIP STOP TIS PL..~ TO PU'I! PSALm. 

Ol~ EXHIBIT m GERMANY .AS SOON AS ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE~4.ADE S'lUP EXHIBIT 

IS MOST LIKELY ro OPEN In LA!L'E MARCH OR EAtY .APRIL PARA 

FINAL mANSFJlR m GERMANS ~flL1 'WRITE Q,T FINIS UNQ,T TO STORY PARTLY 

O1ou.o:ElD BY THE SORT OF MYSTERY THAT SOMETD4ES SURROUNDS iVEERIDABOUTS 

.AND lvlO'VJll.reNTS OF PUELI01Y OWNED ART OBJECTS so VALUABLE THAT THEY 

.ARE VDtTUALLY UNMARKETlIBLE S~ ~ ARE· STm MANY UNKNOivN 

DETAILS OF MAINZ PSALTERS POST'"~I.A.R TRAIL THAT \~IQULD BE WORTHY OF 

EXPLOITATION BY WRITER lflTH IMAGI1;rATION OF SHERIDCK HOlll{E8 RPT'SHERLOCK 

HOMES CREATOR S~ Q;UESTIONS ARISE N.r MANY STATIONS ALONG WAR· AND 

posrrwAR TREK OF MAINZ PSALTER :ERGl ITS omD1E REPOSITORY OF 

DRESDNER STAATSMUSliUM RPT DREsDbrER STAA.T~1Us:HIJM CMA TO ITS DISCOVhlH,Y 

IN NEWYORK CITY STOP PSALTER WAS LOST SIGHT OF AFTER END' OF' WAR AND 

FOUND ITS WP3 ILLEGALLY INTO PRIVATE HANDS S:IDP IT \VA.S AIR SHIPPED 

THROUGH TRADE CB.ANNELS .AND ILLlOOA1LY D1PORTED INJ:IO mUSTATES S~ 

1'iBEri1 PSALTERS IDENTITY .AND o\\1N.ERSHIP WERE ESTABLISHED BY UNISTATES 

OOVEmiJt.1HlNT ()iLA FAMOUS VOLUME \lIAS REOOVERED FOR RESTITUTION Swp", THOUGH 

UNIQpE AS ART OBJECT,oo PSALmt IS ONLY ONE .A1vIONG'MANY W'QRKS OF ' 

ART SCATTERED OVER MANY LANDS CMA'THAT ARE BEING COLLECTED 

lldA IDENTIFIED .AND LEGALLY CLEARIDD" FoR TRANSF.lITR ill OWNER NATIONS 

S:oclP IN CASE OF PSALTER THAT PROCEIliR:ID 1vASFINNALY CONCLUD]JJ) FEW 

WEEKS .AOO .AND SHIPMENT TO GERMANY WAS CLEARED ON MISTEH MCCLOYS PLANE 

TO liRANKJruRT PARA 

lillNZ 
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!v1AINZ PSALTER CLAJ}.1S MANY FTIl.STS RPT FIRSTS IN BOOK PRINTING 

.Al.'ID TBROO'GHOUT ITS MYSTERIOUS AND LESS NYSTERlOUS RliiClil.Wr FATE I! 

RE}!'lAINED 1J.NH.AIMBID .AND WAS NOT BPT NOT n~ THE LEAST DAMAG}lJI) STQP",ART 

CONNOISSIDRS IN UlUST.ATES A.llE GRAT:EmUL]oR THIS FACT STOP ABOUT TEN" 

CENI'llI{IDTERS RPT m CENTnmERS THICK 00 NEA.'RLY THIRTY RPT ~ 

CEl~IMm:ERS WIDE AIID FUTY RPT ,FIFl'Y CElNTnmERS HIGH 00 ':BoOK 

R.1iJl1URNEID TO GERMANY IS KNOWN' AS "Q!r' DRESDNER OOPY UN~ OF MAINZ PSALTER 

STOP IN 'YEAR ONEliOOR FIVESEVEN' RPT ONEroUR FIVESEVEN' CMA '1J'IIElN IT WAS 

PRINTED 00 TWO RPT TWO EDITIONS WERE PUBLlSErnD STOP ONE 

WITH ONEroURl.'HREE RPT ONEFOttR;am;EE AND. ONE 1~1J:TH ONEsEVENFIVE RPT 

ONESEVENFIVE PAGES STOP' DRESDner CX1PY COMES mm,i FIRST EDITION CMA 

BUT T1.VENTYil1JJO RPT TWENTwO OF ITS ORIGIN.A1 

PAG1JS HAVE BEEN MISSING ]OR LONG TDIE STOP ORIGINAL VELLUM RPT 

T.l!lIJlJlvl BINDn~G IS STILL INTACT CMA. HOWEV.JI:R P.PJ1A ' 

GRF.&r ADMIRATION ACCORDED I(ATIJZ PSALTER IS DUE TO FACT THAT IT 

INTROIJJCED INTo :oooK PRn:rrnTG PRACTICES THAT HAvE Rl!MAINED .ALMOST' 

GENERAL 1"0 TB::i:s DKrE SU' TIS FIRST KNOW BOOK OF WESTERN' CIVlLIZATIOl~ 

CARRYING PRINTnrG n,W STOP TIS FIRST 1VITH SOC.ALLED OOIDPHON 

CMA COI.DPHON .Q'4A INSCRIPTION PLACED ON ONE OF VERY -BACK PAlli"'1S .AND 

MOSTLY REFERRING TO LOCATION AND NAUE OF PRINTING HOUSE sroP TIS FIRST 

TO CARRY PRINT"ERs MARK SIDP TIS FIRST TO CONTAIN l-11JSIC c)1A WHICR WAS 

INSERTED BY TEIDlOOS H.ANDWOBKS~ ABOVE .ALL 00 TIS FIRST BOOK TO USE 

T\v'O RPT TWO OOLoR PRlm~ THROUGHOUT AND Tm?EEJ RPT' TB.REE OOIDR PRINT 

ON SEVERAL PAGES STOP ITS VALUE ABOVE THAT OF Gl'JT:im'mERG BIBLE IS ' 
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MATTER OF RARITY STOP WHILE MAlNZ PSALTER mSTS IN ONLY Nn COPIES 

OM! MORE THAU :roRTY RPT liORI!Y OF GUTENBERG BIBLE .ARE KNOvJN PARA 

P.ARm .ABOVEMATJ.illUAL NOT RPT NOT TO BE POBLISHED CMA DISTRIBUTED . 

TO GERMAN PRESS OR OTHERWISE MADE PuBLIC UNTIL OF.FICIAL OONFIRNA11ION 

THAT MAlNZ PSALTER HAS .ARRIVED AT FRANKliURT ON MCar.DYS PLANE CMA . 

EXPECTED IIORNlNG OF MARCH FIFTEEN S'lUP .AI.JTOMATI C RELEASE WHEN PLANE 

ARRIV.ALIS OFFICIALLY OONFIRMED UNP..AREN ITEM: USINiO END 

14/17M7 
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In: a .l&~ter uwd llmrit ~:. 196Q~ ~he M1nJste:r of EdIlaat.loD tud IE 
Sac_.;, Soviet Zone~ bAa protested tll8 lean to the Gu_b~Ll'bau:f 
_the lllaiDz . Peattftanll clam8J:tdd itsrewrll toDl'es4.'oO.ur"eg17 
·sta'.d. ~ tba't t01"JJBJ'· pusessiOa of the Pealterlq 'the SaachsuGh. 
Laimleab1bltotheli; f.e_d1spuHdbtlt t-h'peDl1ll1 an over=an se1ltle~ 
JIl8d fit t:f1epreb1ea of,clupla.o. a:rt aut .cQ1te81 obJeotlltit o~ 
:be r.__4:o . 

'l~t8_t bl>e hOw _ell eoati'olthe Son., Au.th8rUies .'111 
~re1se ." ·i;n·t'l'lO_-"__·1nsuoqo ." . . , 

We are am:.1O.. :w r8O&'" the ~. OOc1u" til1f1'OVW' 8ft'G'r 
Wi8Sbaden Ja1a,thaa heU at Dtuden sml PUlaitz., .utve 1'8laetant ",. 
Occas1te ·~·.JJ.tJPt1at.£-.". 'On. a ___Jli=oto~ basiS lest· 
thisra1ae .~. q\1.mR1on.t:hwhJ1an State .8JId. othel" East.. pl"Gp8zot,r 
held .h.... ...1& the .-t~. zon.o'l_q~lty Of ltnawn Weatem 
p~ til ~~·.SG·$t 'zo...U very: smaU aDJ.' not woftb. ,j~;pardtz1qJ 
,CMil"oWll~14b&80.. I~ ·:ta ~sible.that tbe Bass.ian aB'l saxon K~t10l\ 

. ltU.n1atescovld UJ!'f.lIl88'. ~ lva"e erc,h8I8e ottba COdex 8lId paiatbgs 
t'~ the PaaD.oqu.eailOnof .ppllcatiOD Artl. VIot KG Law ·19 elm 
arises" .... we .ha.ve' yo.. CO.llllSJl.t:. e4 adv~.? " 

llILLl.Ait (Jc' DANllUa 
chis t !TEmper_nt.dOll 

... Offioe,'at .-JUllIl1c .Atta1l"1S 

R , J E 

'.. .... 'THIS IS NOT A PERMANENTR,ECORD,C~Py..,OOl1n!i!!!:W.. . 
office files or .destroy in accordance with security 'regulations. Reproducti<>n of this message ,is not authorized. 
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fbe Foreign Service 
of the 

United States of America 

American Embas~. 
Belgra,de" Yugoslavia. 

Octoaer ?A. 1952. 

Dear Bowland: 
, . 

On Ir\Y return voyage to Belgrade in IJ.a:¥ II I lOOt On the boat a Mr. 
Norman Harrower, of Fitchburg. Massachusetts. wijo is a personal friend 
of Mr.. Hofer. head of the Boughton Library in Cambridge. I told Mro 
Harrower the }3tOr.,y. as far as I knew it, of the Mainz Paal ter.. adding 

. that I did. iiot know what had. finally happened to i til Mr.. Harrower 
said he would try to find out when be returned home .. 

Enclosed is a copY of a letter I have just received from him; 
together with a letter to him from William Jackson in tl~ latter's 
delightful splenetic vatn, containing tne astonishing report tl.i8.t 
the .Paal ter was returned to Soviet-controlled GeI'lIll.i.I\Y. I can hardly 
believe this is true. Certainly I l!\Vself never intended this result:o 
and if it did happen. I would like very much to find out how it came 
about. ,The yoWlg lady in the Department who was so concerned, with' 
the return of cultural objects (whose zwme esca.pes me at the moment) 
assured me beyond any question tha.t the volume. if returned to Germany,. 
would beheld in a collection center at Wiesbaden. As you may recalle 
I declinetl to return it. even under that assurance, and turned it 
over to Luthel' Evl:llll for safe keepin& until such time as the Depart­
ment felt conditions were appropriate to return it to Ger~o I made 
.provisions that the volume, me611",vhile, could be studied by the Widener 
tibrar,y in Cambridge. I presumed 1; might still be in Cambridge. but 
Mr.. Jackson's letter of October 17 does not indicate that it ever got there. 
(Jake Beam tells me that General Clay took the book back to Germany' 
after I left the Iepartment. but lake bas no idea how it got to the 
Soviet ZOne, if 'in fact it dido) , 

Mro Jackson 'has good grounds for objecting if the book' was sent to 
Leipsig. However, if our conferences with him were fruitless, it was 
chiefly because of his stubborn refusall. to consider the matter reason­
ably and tq to work out a sensible arrangement.. Furthermore, his refer­
ences to the fact tnat the book actut..lly belongs to the State Library 
of Dresden makes it appear that he was the champion for returning it 
to its i'ightful owners, whel'eas you and I know that the whole contro­
versy arose because !! wanted to be certain of its eventual return... 
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Jackson's heroielteffortlrc to dave the book for scholarshipit misses 
the point. When we first heard of the book, I was told he was try­
ing to buy it for' $10.000. He began to speak of its eventual teturn 
to 0erma.I1T after we pointed out that the sal e would be contrary to 
our in.ternational obligations" 

Jackson SB¥S the State Department violated. a pledge. I do not know 
what pledge he bas 1n mindo .But if the book has actuAlly been returned 
to Soviet GermaDf. he has a pointo 

I hope you will enlighten me" There lll81 well be aSl{8cts of the 
case of which I am not aware.. Perhaps the book was returned to SOlriet 
control OD the principle that \Ve should behave properly even though the Soviete 
do not. or' because we hoped to wean the East Germans from the B:ussianso 

I am sending a coW of thiB correspondence to San Reber with 
a request for any 1nt'ormation he lO8\Y have on the subject. 

With 	warm regards, 

S1ncen>ly" 

Signedrf 

George V~ Al1eI~ 

cc: 	 Mro Samuel Beber 
Deputy O... S. High Com.mismioner, 
Bonn,. Ger~ 

Enclosures: 	 Clbpies of letters from 
Norman Harrower and William Jackson. 
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NORMAN BARROWEB. 

F1 tehburg. .M6.isa.chusetts 


Dear Mr. Allen: 

You probably have figures Iforgbtto do anything about trying 
to discover the whereabouts of the Psalter, the interesting history 
of which you recounted to me last spring on ours·W8:I to Barcelona.. . 
The reason. homRJer. is that Mr., Hofex:. hem of the Houghton Library 
in Cambridg-e,t has beell abroad all summer, and I have just· been able 
to develop ani &nswer. 

This answer is unfortunately very meagre in detail. I did see 
Mr. Hofer last Saturdq. who told me that to the best of his knowledge 
and beUef, the Psalter is buried underground at the. present tiliEi. He 
got that Bt~ry in some way from a source which he believes but cannot 
count on as being accurate. 

So that you Gla.v have all the detail., I am sending copy ofa letter ..utx( 
l'eceived this Morning from Mr. Jackson. 

I hope you and your family arrived safely at Belgrade,.•• CHI 

Sincerely, 

sIs Nor.man Harrower 

October 20,,; 1952 
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Y LIBRARY OF BARVARD UNIV.ERSITY 


CAYBRlmm, MASSACHUSETTS 

THE HOUGHTON LI.BRA.RY 


17 October 1952 

Mr., .NormanHarrowar 
ii tchburg. ~ssachl1sotts 

Dear .Mr. &tr%'ower: 

Phil Hofer bas asked me to tell you about the 1457 Peat tar, 
concerninG which George Allen told you. I had several very inter­
esting but fruitless conferences with Geor~ Allen and ot!~r Assist ­
ant Secretaries of State concerning it. ·he tale of its final re­
turn to GeI1J.'laB;f is a story of a series of frustrations•. 

You may tell Mr. Allen that the last account I have had concerning this 
Psalter is that it \Vs-ssent to Lcipalg. .that is, into the RURsian Zone 
for exhibition.. Whether it was ever returned I know not. tho1Jijh I have 
been told that it had not been retuz'ned.. I have nut seen the proof for 
that assertion and on~ know that I have leen the newspaper clipping of 
its displ~ in Leipzig. 

The book actually belongs to the State Library of Dresden. now also 
of course, in the Russian Zone. If you are in Cambridge youmight wish" 
to see the repcr~ concerning this matter which I wrote on the conclusion 
of ll\V efforts to save the book for scholarship. I t was to be returned 
eventually to the people in Dresden, when it could go there and stay there" 

There is no copy of thi.s book on this side of tile Atlantic. nor any leaf~ 
from it. It is the first book: wi th a date, the first book. wi til two ,)" 
col~ar printing, the first book with a printer's device, and the first ,';/; 
book with musical printing. It bEls never been reproduced in fulL. In , 

, the course of at tempting to save thai book, I have ewsn reason to be- "'. 
Iieve at least one tian's l1fe was sacrificed through carelessno88on 
the part of the State Department and because they Violated ap}edgeo 
George Allen, of course. had nothing peraonally to do with t~s. nor 
is the State Department really responsibleo eaicept that its machinery 
for doing a:D.l4thing. is so cumbersome as to be" 8. t least in this case. 
unworkable" ' 

Very truly yours,. 

S/$ Wmo A. JaCkson 
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NOVember 20, 1952 

Your letter to HaiYlaDd Sargeant of October )0, about 
the Mains Psalt.... arrived just as be \\'8.8 about tol_ve ' 
here for ,Faru wberehe 1s serVing as' OhairmUl' oftha 
u. S. Delegation to the Seventh General Conference of 

UNESCO. 


I $Bked I4iss Ardella Hall, the Department's real ex­
pert on the location tmd retl.l'nl' of lost oultlJllU pr'operty 
to g:1:ve me the facta as she mows them aboUt the Psalter. 
From what she tells me, it is a tact that the Psalt.er was 
transferred to Germany and to the oustedy of' thO Office , 

, of the U. S. High Commissioner for Germany onMareh 1:3, 
'1950. It bas been at the Wiesbaden Landesmus$mt eVer 

siDe.. except tor a brief period bl 1950 when. it was 
loaned across the Rhine to 'Mainz • I am sure the HICOG 
Publio Affairs staff oould ccm.firm the preSent.: 'io':tion 
of the Psalter if you should wish to check with them. from 
Belvade. ' 

Joseph B. Pllillipa., 

Acting .ASsistant secretary 


tar PUblic Affa±rs 


"P:BHP~tterson:1dp 
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American Embassy, 
'Belgrade,. Yugoslavia, 

, De.ce:-nber· 4, 1.952. 

Dear ]Vir., Harrower : 

With r~r~rence to~my l,tter of November 29)1 am 
glad to. 'inform YOlI tha,t l nave just recei ved:·the 
following report from thp U~S.High_CornmissiGn at :Bonn: 

"I haasome inquiries made here and am glad to 
be" able to, let you' know ,thr~tthePs91 ter waR'riof. 
returned 'to SCI=?t Ge,rmany. It is, at prGspnt wtth 
the Hessieche Treuhandverwaltung ,fuel" Frueheres 
Preussi schfts l:~ unstgut, rrb~UE3"m~jElJlJ\, in \\Ii esbaden. 

"A Herr Dr. Bien, telerhone esbaden 261)6
is the responsible nerson, should ,,:anyone· wish to 
consu.lt the book." 

This successfully dispos(-)S of tJle re..-'ort p·r »hich 
Mr. ~Tackson heard that t,he volume had gone to Ea~t 
Germany. 

Sincerely, 

.George V. Allen 
AmerlcanAmbassador 

c C,:: J~:sepp:~i~I~~TO 
, '. - '; ,. ~ 

http:consu.lt


V. 
Ambassador 

,GVA :l).s 
, .'; " 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

ADDRESS QFP'IC'AL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

AmE+i can Embassy" , ' 
Belgrade, Yugo slavUiy 

Nov~mber2$, 1952 • 

. ,"; " 

M'any th~uiks' for: your letter of November 20 reg,arding 
the Mainz; Psalter.} ,enclose conies of h3tters I am 

',' writing todayto.. 'Norm8:n Harrow~r' and to Alfre'd Boerner, 
Public Affa:irs Officer' in Bonn. 

rIm 'curioue,to nail' down this report of ,Jackson's 

that the" volume i sin the, Sovle:tZone-. 


Cordially, 

,Allen 

Joseph B. PhilJ.ips, Esquire, 

Acting Assistant Secretary 


for Public Affairs, 

Department of State, 


J.nb ,on 25'"1). C
1·1,~ash' rrt . , 9 

Enc los''iJr1:! s::'-' .'. :; '. . , .. , 
, Copi~s of J.etters to Norman Harro ',"ler 

and Alfred Boerner. 

,. " 
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GVA:11s 

American Embassy, 
ijelgpade" Yugoslavia, 
. ..... '. N,D veJ;lber28" .,19 52 • 

Dear Mr. Harrower: 

With further reference to your letter of· October 20, 
and my reply of Dctober 30, 1952, regarding the M~in~. 
Psalter:, I. enclose aeopy of a letter I have. just . .' . 
received from the Department of. State J ,indicat.in;;tbat . 
the book· has not been sent to the SoYiet'Zone,6fC1erm~T1.Y": 
and has always.remained in the Ameriaan Zotie'at 'Wie~baderi, 
the Allied collection center, except for a brief period 
in 1950 when it was loaned to Mainz, which is also in 
the American Zone. . ... '. 

Mr. Hofer and Mr. Jackson may be' iriterested in the 
foregoing,. in view of the report r"Ir. Jackson held that it 
was displayed in Leipzig. 

I am asking our Public ~ffairs Officer in Bonn to 
give me a definite report on the exact p:re~>ent whereabouts 
of the vol ume, since I'm curious to run dovm this story. 

Sincerely yauis, 

George V. Allen 

IvIr. Norman liar:nower " 
Fitchburg, Ma9~achu,setts. 
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G'JA:lls 

American Embassy, 
Belgrade, Yugos~avia, 

November 28,1952. 

DefU' ,Mr. Boerner': 

I have had word that r}Ir. William Jackson, Librarian 
at Harvard, has seen a rerort that the famous Mainz 
Psalter was loaned from the Wiesbaden collection cent!fr 
for exhibit at Leipzig; and 
the Soviet Zone. 

has never been returned from 

"i 

Since I was concerned with this volume dd'ring my
last tour of duty in the Department, I would appreciate 
your letting me know what has happened to it since it 
was returned to ,!liesbaden and what the intentions are 
in its regard •. 

...-,} Sincerely yours, 

George V. Allen 
American Ambassador 
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f"" " " 
~1. RE~ROQUCEO AT THE~~ATiC~:,~L ~~~t:\~:c~~'1 .. 

'-"'"'-:'''' .... 

.,j-'".... ,;:-
_ ......_ ..=, 

mCOG BE PTJB:CA 

APO 742' 

c/o P.M. New York, N.Y. 


March 31, 1955 

Miss Ardelia R. Hall 
Arts and Monuments Advisor 
Department, of State 
WashiEgton, D.C. 

Dear Ardelia: 

Thank: you very much for haVing taken so much trouble to 
collect the material on Goepel. I gathered, from your letter 
of January 24 that the dispatch of the material through the 
diplomatic pouch was :i.nImirlent. As it has not yet reached me, 
I wonder 'Whether it would be wise to look into the matter? ' 

Enclosed I am sending you a copy of my letter to Mr• Clapp , 
Which is self'-e:xplanatory.' It is quite incomprehensible to me 
how Holzinger ever got hold of the Mainz Psalter, which if I 
remember correctly' was given into German federal custoCW. If 
you can throw an;r light on it, I would appreciate it if' you 
would let me mow, but please don't do anything officially until 
Herr von Beyme has emausted all possibilities. 

Sincerely yours, 
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. ..'1'"-':.: ....<' 
• _ .•'.. ,l,...¥''''''''''''''';''' 

REPRODUCED AT THE NAT1O~:"'L A~:t.J-ll\ 
". ~ .........~ .••-­ ____",,1' _.."..0....:. •• 

" :' r-:-.,i!'·:;'·j 

,!S~:'~L-:.. -:~ 
~".. <­ • 

,. 

:;:'~'!~'::l , 

. FORM 05-662 
8-1-SO 

TO: Department of State - Washington D.C. Date: "-May " 19" . 

FROM: 11SIS - Bonn ~.... 

SUBJECT: Loan. or Mainz Psalter 

REF: A-932,·April.$,195,. 

USIS Bonn has referred a copy of the referenced instruction to 
the Un:ited StatesCultUl,"al Officer in' Mainz. He lv;ll inquire about 
the current loCation of the }fa:i.nz Psalter' and any pla:nsfor its 
loan or removal.' . 
.' . 

Meanwhile, USIS Bonn would appreciate clarification of the· 
rererencEdinstruction. It is not clear to us who may be expected 
to request the Federal Republic of Germany for the loan olthe 
Psalter and its removal from Western <Germany. 

. , 
! 

L 
. I OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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9'·;······'·,:· 

EPROD~~ED AT THE NATfO~:,;..A<~~~~~;,:t . 
····---T~~f~' 

'~;r~' 
,:~. ""~ 

~" .., 

ACTION 
is assigned to 

TO: :Department of State - WashingtoB D.O. Date: August' 4, 1955 

mOM, .USlB -B0-111J. .. .. , , 
SUBJECT: Loan of Mainz Ps~r ,', 1 "j ~ ...) 

j\~~-:- \-932, April 5/1955 ~\B~~n: r~~ly "" ..' r 

. /0J.J..<:1L, , 1955, subject "Loan of Mainz Psalter. . 
j 

I. .>. f) N/ . . 
. \ 

/W I (f';: ~ \./ .. 
~t< 4 I '- c.(;/lr \\)~\ '.,. '. 

/(\." 0G .l '-.U \ .' Psalter housed Lsndesmuseum of Hesse, Wiesbaden. ­
.::':\ S I*-.fs~'a~ji.nistry af Education considered to be guardian .01' Psalter 
.,~~:\. &;i:' s'W:1li<?~.1s. t.lle. property. of. the Dresden Museum. ~ofessar Holzinger, 

'<:\ M!i;nMry of Education, WJ.esbaden, is aware of mterest of a U.S. 
~ \/'?> ~lar in Psalter but to date has nat located correspondence 

. ·'0:::./1J!61 \\P:~'rtaining. thereto. Any request ~or loan of Maw Psalter will rest" 


. ~------1iowever, nth Federal Government J.n Bonn. 


o 
C/J 

" "lS 


IOFFIC~ ~SE ONL~ 
",~~~ , 

("'\* u. 6. GOVERNMENT !"RINT!""!) OFFICE~ 1953 - 24(lo94E1 

t ~'\ 

.' \ 
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