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The Secreta~;Y'6f",S:ta.te,' 

Dc~piilrt'emen t;;,Q',f.·' st;ate,.'" ..;
,

"W a:ihingt'on.'25,'i' /"D',,, G;:~,·' , ,':- . 

Att,entioI)!:, 

Dear :Sir::' " ~,,- :.t·! '0), m , 
I ~u;:~now:r~fi,g~' iee,eip~t:: of ',yoUr, 'le"t.t'ex:, o:I':b :v:~in,1il~'~~;'}1',~,~s£ '1;945" r 1\), 
antt ~~, wo,i:ll:ciyl,fi;~'e,i,t:~, 'i.r;i::f9'rJ;ij' :Y:f:u,;,~,h.at":,I': <fit, ,>5If}Yi:~~~~(~¥f:~ir'~" _ 0' 

'natu:nal:Lzecitv'·o'li'.;"".:','T,uJw::'l3'· ':194.~L "'~' 'd',' "", ,,'" 
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0.. Of RIItIR· .~ ",ef\-/'1f"' . , . 
" oLt+: '., ." ·71.,0........ 1.33 S ":'.I!"":'R ' ' t Bl'd"
, r ~. - ~ ..~ " L1- OU.l"Ii;·~ ampar v" • ~J "N 2 8 191:8 . ' . 10s Angei~rts 5, "Calif". .

f"N". ~sro:.-It,:. ".' " January 17, 19h8 . 

DEPARTMENT Qf ~ 
.g.IAJlq 

." 

". 
'j 

.,)10,\'1. I 

U,/I '- ',,!~ePa::~~~'l!t of State 
,<;. \) i ;', I~J as~;t~g;E OJ?- , D. C •. 

'., . "~>'" " ,I 


"', ."'h, . I, '" \::/' . 

·'<L.~L:.1 ;Gentlemen: / '. . //" . , . 

lIInttcontinentale ll (Inter~ational.Frt:lightForward~r,s 
at Vienna. 1, Deutschmeis;terl.h) OW'8S me $30,.000 .ini'Q'nited 
States dollars, ,r~su.:iting from a: transpo~tati6il'agteem$nt . 
made before I· left Vieima, Austria 'eight ye,a.rs:Cl;gO.:'. '. . . . . 

An Arn~rican'Cit:t,zen,it isneces$arYfor:.me to. r,~gi~ter 
this claim'\vith the Alien Property Custodian, yvashi:ngton',
D. C.. . , . " , 

I should, therefore, very much appreciate you,r cl.dvj)ii:jg~.m'~ 
whether the "Intercontinentale" has credit at the ·,fo:LlO(r.ring. 
organizations . 

JIITransport, Inc. Freight FotW?ders; 
4-6 St~te' S~reet, New York~Ne?t' York : 

lIJationa,l tfit:v Bank of New York 
Wall Street; New York City, Ne1v'York 

. 'I!iush Terminal Company 
Fy. of h3rd Street, Brookl~m, New Y::or~ 
t \ 

as I have bleen' informed that these organizat-iohs have had 
business de'aliBgs vdth the "Intercontinehtale ll for many 
years after \.1 left my former native country, A~st:i:'ia. 

Thanking you for your courtesy and kind attent;ion .&"1d 
looking f?rlvard. to a prompt reply, I am ~ 
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DIV1SH1 Of'" AW~1RS , ;,;1 -/.,,,, ' , " ,
~i-t;;-.......~ 1'1_" ~ 433 SouthJ)~ampart Blyd• 

. JItN 2 8 19~8 Los Angeles 5, CaliL 
pN·, ~O=;:. oil'. January 17, 1948 

DEPARTMENT Of ~ , 

Q'A.J4
/·~-'i -'':'1~''''~'''''' 

/,.-",', 'I ~ • /'--',

/:'>\ ':,," "':;/:\, 
~./' "\ 

~.,., \ ...',1.... \1 
,.~. ..if:S~···l 

\Jc.t'I, 'J' ,,'Dep~~;j~nt, of State' 

\) .,~ I : Wasrp,n;gton, D. C. 


,,' /1. . 

. r. ' ,\...~/ 
, 'i' . / 

"'~C:"Q~~~ .Gefltleme/' '. //, ,'", " , 

The IlIntercontirientale li (International Freight Forward.ers 
at Vienna 1, Deutschmeisterl.4) ov{es me '$30,.000 tn, tinned 
States dollars, resulting from a transportatio!;l agreement

1-". made before I left Vienna, Austria 'eight years; ago. 

As An American Citizen, it is necessary for meto:register 
this claim with the Alien Property Custodian, Washington,
D. C.' ," 

. .... . .. 

I should, therefore, very much' appreciate your ,advising me 
whether the l! IntercontinentaleII has credit at the follo-Il'ring 
organizations 

All Transport, Inc. Freight Forwarder.s, 
li-6 State Street, New York, NffiV York 

Natio~al ditv B'ank of N'ev{ York 
Wall Street,~New York City, New York 

"~ush', Teri:ninal Company 
Ft. of 4Jrd Street, Brookl::m, New Yor).< 
i"', 

as I have h{een informed that these organizatiohs have had 
business dealings with the "Intercontinehtale" for' many' 
years after I left my former native couhtry, AJ,lstria. 

, 
; 

Thanking you for your courtesy and kind'attention and 
looldng f?ri'{ard to a prompt 
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c 
.0 . 
~' .. 

November i 7i 1947 .t31:, 
.. ' ··.i '~':"'i 

'Respectfully referred. to rfo~#.':~f?~F~'>:''.0 

Austrian Desk' . '~~'~ 'r~~~",oV~,:,.'. 
pepa::tment of. State '~t\""'" \\:l...'~.'.~. '. 
Wacsh1:;r:t.g-ton"rt1--i---G-.--------- --~----~------ ----- ------~~--------------, ~,1J, ':~<\:;,' 

... ' '. . ..·.:;tnsz".
with thanks 'for such favorableoonsiderat1:on as.p-' ,~: 'I 

':1'~., . '_""~ . 

~,....~"~.
the oommunication herewith 'submitted warrllnts. >(. ·"m'

',:',':Q,'
and for a repoFtthereon. toacoompany ,return '.. " ..;.." .-:,:'. 

of inclosure. 

, / K·.~~:•. '·····.·~··· 
By direotion o~~j .~ 

oili.I.William'~: Knowland 

Felix Maier 
433 Sout,h Rampar 
Los Angeles 5, 

Re:. Currency i 
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Ur.ar_lb .1.' . 
Q~ :~,~.,Ii"'•. 
LOilADpltte,tl.C:lalfmta 

n..·.r. •••• .." 

APR 2 81941 , 

··Rd...... 1..... opal' ~."'lfanbiO.. 184'_ .b. ,,'hiOh 
,Ov •• ~'.oa·_ ,. 'he·:.~" ~o .......... to ·....... P~ 
1..,. ta AUftib wMfDJl ...QId't........'lIII ,...1 Nil*'-. 

. 'h..a Oftl".... I......... 1"GP~1... ~,,- the "egl.,.
t10.'~':~"'. Ot'J~""" :l~eilI"··~·, ..... ." ~ 

..., .~. la ." .leu.~ ·.. .-n..,t•. ., ~ Pt..~ .
rrlee.•":" a1o:"a '. bri " .... Otillii8'l~ ...... . .'. ,.......,eo_ Or. ... . ...... p"" . '" ..... ,."'. "" .,., ....,..., ... f'."" ~ 'II ,.. ,,,.,P8. "., ' ufJ_ "'1Ild' " otfte·' ..... < . Whtu:;" "'··:QIIIH., Ana. ." .,'''''; ..... 'llr.'dl~_J.&d 

~;1"'~~:1~&!~~
tihf_;;i";'Me' ..~....i ...·~'"t... 

,ttila:oftloe' ..........·,~'.l_ .. ,.V',t.:'u.". ti_1I 
tho ,..~;;f.,o··""l\O'GG~D a~iit ~.~¥e':",';': . .' '~Il;'it.\t~~ 
.. ". ,e'am,· .. ;·"~:l'. enu~o.. ,...0......". J"'."'lul8irti· .~ 01;
;:'.~lC·Wi'h '1"'..0'1d'S_1»41"'" ••f·...,..Of· _.tlfdUFIO .... " ,. . ... . .... . .... ,. III' .' . r .... " . . . . 

fit ..··,..~..:""h'k8;~.~!f.ot:tar '••"ID,iti8~..,eU oo_IUd.. . "!'MU .' , '" ~"" "'" . . . r., ........,. .,.tie _..·.......1&..,8 "!'M ..................··,tb8,ti~llt 
at .{b . t ....::...,~,••,,/, ' .1....: .....1.," :,~ .lA••ltt:••~ld: 
---::::=7~:"";; ,." ' ",",,"", ,," 
;!U":;:=tJ-=~.. .•.. •.,.:,:~.••.•.~.:.,GU,';~.·.,~.,.,.:,.'.:,.·.~,'.·.:,'.~.·.•.'.:..··.•.'.'."..·l·."r~.•.~,.I.:.·l.:.,".·.ti.,~.'.=-.J:.' ' ' 
aptaft ,.~.4ot .talaIlfjW<:·.·.':'."."~..

Vi" ......~.1. ... :··Cifi·:·' ...':.~l~~."".h&.ottlc. 
wbloh fl*,,$,:-~·l.l~,.r·..:.,"":'· ~:,""i;,~.. i'_;ltl.t.;;." ';44JW .' 
ola1aa'iMUtJe ·W.... tDf~,. . ."oN,':ol \wt'J._ ," ...... 'om was
""'-_fl·.. , ; .•Jujt.....i •• 'tl'iJ.a;;:mtM,';w..~·". '" :,1;.f941, ",

• .. '.". . , . ':. ,,,. " '.' . . . '." ~.. ..;.' ,I :. 

. ':1.. ,QQ"·,l.~")' .':"'",'''••1".i,o",,,,,.;,~~".'wJtk1ll,tih.
jtlrtau01lS..*,' t.. De·' "';""';..,;::.,,~;.," "~Jd' ·:_('l~"it.;bel,r; 
Pet....' •• 'kat.' h)~~,:,~~.~~'j~;r:~ii'~l"'. . . g 

. SbuMJ~1j(~;',., ' 
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. (I!I i gried'l!'fJ{Ohnn·~e:~'d'i:· .•~ .....,. ';,'..."",i,', •• 'I "" " 

. . ~.', ~·:'A~l!?~~; 
...._, ~_.__.l _______ ~~.__._._ ---_. ~_ •••-~_._~-~;------_ ••_-. 

w.,. ·."~'ld.otd_ii".',,. ' " ." '. .... ''','''''. 
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'f~~;';. ~fth~:~i","e: <i
r 1-?""ticm '. ' " ' " _\3L'~1 

as,l?et~ in, A}ustria,';"there' ,isn-' t'milch;"±f'an~hirig.~, .".:" :'\.l 
•... ~:~·:" .. ·;'r~:',-··~··-,.. ',:,"',' ".;' ,l:,;':'--~,::~:<':i--,';_'~~?:~'::~~~'~:-";!\fl'-':«~;,.~<:.: ',.;·~:.~i"'-
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In rep~y please refer 
to File Number DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Office of Alien Property 
LU:ABD:ler Washington 25, D. C. 

Claim No. 9657 

August 26, 1952 

Mr. Felix Maier 

3422 w. 9th Street 

Los Angeles 6, California 

Dear Mr. Maier: 

Your letters of August 8, andJAugust 14, 1952, to the Attorney General 

and to the auditing firm of Arthur Young & Company, con~erning your debt 

claim against the German Government have been referred to this Office for 

reply. Your claim, in the sum of $378,203.80, plus interest, is based 

upon various illegal taxes and ,confiscations in Austria. 


As you know, while section 34 of the Trading with the Enemy Act, as 
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 34), authorizes the Office of Alien Property to pay 
out of the vested property in the United states debts which were "due and 
owing" by the former owner of the vested property at the time of vesting of 
the property, the statute provides that only the property of the specific 
debtor against whom a person is claiming shall oe made available for the pay
ment of his claim. The cash proceeds in the accoun~ of the German Government 
available for the payment of debt claims amount to only about $1,500,000.00, ' 
while the more than 3,500 outstanding debt claims against the German Govern
ment total at least $670,000,000.00. Where the aggregate of the debt claims 
filed exceeds the proceeds of the vested property of the debtor, section 34(f) 
of the Trading with the, Enemy Act provides for the making of pro rata pay
ments. All claims against insolvent accounts,such as the German Government, 
must be processed at the same time because the pro rata payments cannot be 
determined until the merits of each claim are decided. 

Because of the continuous shortage of personnel in this Office and the 
number and amount of the claims asserted against the German Government as 
compared with the relatively small amount of cash available in its account, 
it has not been possible to commence the active processing of the German 
Government claims. Moreover, ,it appears that the ultimate pro rata payments 
that can be made by this Office on non-priority German Government claims found 
to be valid under section 34 will, in any event, be very small. Furthermore, 
there is considerable doubt whether your claim, being based upon con
fiscatory acts of the German Government, involves "debts" within the meaning 
of section 34 of the Trading with the Enemy Act, as amended. 

Under these circumstances you may wish to communicate with the Legal 

Adviser of the Department of State concerning the possibility of receiving 

compensation from the present German Government. 


Very truly yours, 

Rowland F. Kirks; Assistant Attorney General 
Director,' Office of, Alien Property 

By_ 1st Leon Ulman '", ' 
_, ',m__lct:rnf!""dhie1'...~l;I~J[JJ3:B,r&,:nch_\___________ ,.." 
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433 South Rampart Blvd I\)
Los Angeles 5,.Galif. •March 11, 1,948. ' 

'/I 

IVlr. Benedict M.English,Es quire, 
AsSistant Legal Adviser, 
Departement of State,Room 703, 
Walker Johnson Building, , 
Washington,D.C. 

Dear lvIr.English: 

I left Austria·b~fo:re the war and lost all my.fo+tuil~'there., 
I filed the vlaims for.$· 150~00o.~'PluS interest 'and'one claim 
inore Nro9657JS~JWW;.db1 Vesting Nr.5706 et all;'Ii~h the' 
Office of Alien Property Departement of J'ustice Washington DoCo -' almost 8 months ago, but d1d not get any reply yet~ , 
Recently I read in the J:Tews 1:Japers, that moltethan 200 Mil1~ 
U:;:S.DolJ.a;rs have been se.ized of former Germani assetts and 
~~e goi~, to be di.l:),tributed among damag~d. paxt1es:. ' 
V'C ,-<- ' 'to 

When I; t.~ead this item,1 wrote to lIilr.';1.senberg·f.or in:t'e:a;'lJlation,~;v>" 
whether,:! cou1;d aJ.,so expect SOille meney ·out ",of; the f'tinds;~" 

'rulr. Is~d~erg t~ld' me.i-1;;hat my claimvlOuld not be satisf~ed 
::.~ut of ~:;thi~ a,m~-qht~,~ecau:se there" was not a l~w,perniitt'ing 
"this p&ym~nto,But;:!;:Jil:Jilis, matter is just in' cons.iderati'o'n by y~uo 

, ' . ! '. . 

Fot' that reasoh :I,wQ,uid"aPprec:i,.ate-yery much "yoUr kind 
' 

reference,w:q.~,th!3rlhiave, a'6h.anc~; toiie~( at least a p~ 
of that moIiey;wh:lIJh :,1 lost " ".. , ' :.t:~ ~:ij0 

, "H 

Thanking you·in':adY.'ancJ~...~9r your cOUrt~sy and mind 2:';' ~,~~ 
cooperation, I: am ;..' ' '''-----'::; c1 

o 
very ei;,ncere~~ Y,O,ll,r:'.'~ .' (fJ

.:r~v'Zl~ ~ 
Felix Ma1(;r ' , 
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1" , ' " ~ , 

February '24:~ :l-9.6~:': 
, ' '1,;'" \ ' ,.',,' 

" 1 
, ", 

, \ ' ;', 
'. '., " .. ,;'Depare~ent 'Of s.f:atr.'~ 

','?' "j" 	 ,:'';;:Washingten:" 'D. c.~ . ;'i ; 	 , ' ~o 
. ~. ',,"~" , 	 .,.... 0\ 

, ,. ~. '." '~,:::'. ,~ . ",,' ,,: >.:~.>-":' ;" ,',."., ,'; \.~.~ ",' ~ .:'," 	 "a g:
Att~nt'J.; on ~,'. ~~91.l,!=lliP,'" p',"; ,I,<~~~n~y,.<" . " 	 '.. 3': 

" . A's:s:itant<l?i,egal':;1(e.v.ioser.:,,': ';: "" \, ,~,; :', ".< ' ,', ," ' :, ",; ,~ ?1, ' 
" " .'; - . r:";,\. ;,:~' ~'. ::;,::,,:,': ,,':.:,,:-' : ;~:\,: ,~;";, :',,> i.t -,,'

jP1:ir F,'~1~}~~(,!~~R::~t.'9'3,~~,%~3l!:r, ::!-1ai~l{:!. ~ g. " 
','I, ",::,"F;e]ifx0]£~f:6a(:;,\ ,,~~,;; " 	 ~~, '.~~', 

Gentlemen :~,;,E~~~~; ~af'~~ihL:L]~p,'~e'::o~~:s~~';'~~~~ kind'~' ;, 
response :0f;:~~:P~'ll~,Y;, 10, 'l960'\~ , "" "" ',", "": I:' \ 

, 	 ~~',::;, ,,',: ,,~ " \ ,; ,: ,'" ,,' '/,11 '. ,;': :,' ,'", V>,
<':Uh:e numb'er,s> b.f th~<pr0C~,e(~rr:~g'§:):.~e::i..:::'·, , '\ 

\~ 	
q/~3~':9).·,M:~~d" J>:::9346,::;i1::iX',;';:, ',":;: ."~:',' ~;4" 

," 

~ea,,~}p!¥~~rigli+~re:~id;~:,'::::;; .•... '-	 ... ~ ~ .. 
~w.:i,ed~~~u~rna:<::~~1:ng"s~t~;n;(:13~~~.$'~!f~,~~erl~'n ·s·".iii;~'.: Ql' 0)
Alte;'··J·aec)bst·r.:':148~15:5~.' ':', . ' ... ~\; , .' ";~..... ". ' . '. ", 0 '''',( 

.~~cif~,~f:~t~f~:~~~~i:~~~!'~~~1~~~~~tf:~~ri+~'~~l g (' 
, -: ~·~.}V.l?l~~~i.::' .at' ~f1.e;,.tJ:~e. :9~i':!R~~;:lcgn~J:,s.S~~~0,~~:i· :was" a........ 

:re'sid~nt "q:e:.~H:,~:.Wh~:~'~'~Y:9tat~s 'ar~ :~,~4BP:it~~~y ;cte'c;~~r'eCl:·:·:~iiS' i.nt:~n~~ 
;1iion to 'Dec0me::'CJ;.,ti'zen...·· " '.";;,;';'.,",~ \':' ' . 

• • 	 > ',,';,'; • ,;.; '-L.,' " '\.' ,;t::. '.. ' '" " . . .... ,~ 
, ..,~:: " ",".' ",:"-'.:,', .-:.' ,:..i':,., ""'" 

'ats', e·ase':~[s·, 0ne.ln:~h&~1(t;h"··:'· )f'§. :com~rete,,,(do'c'llment":' . 
ary ':proof :,0f;:¢6n£'i,s~~t~ori .0.£' vaitl:a,l.)~~"~; .. ,.. ,~b'l:e;;:p:b;)p~er::t{Y'\:ah.d' '~f ,~;n.e
transf~r o'~:'£he':':'P#9'e\:e~~~s;' qf" tn~~;J0r¢ea·iiSa:~~\~'!t~+~th:eii:~e.#'fu?ih. ~ei.Gil~~\i' . . . ,/, 

: ','.Weste:rn Te:rJ;"it0r~i~;-': .. ," , \ ..: . : '>~: ',I ,::.:::,~ .', .,:':,:.} ',,~ • , 6;.,',.",' 
. ' ",.' 	 , 1 " "r!:;~;" ,~' .,.. "",: ',,',, , ", '.', I ~. 

, '," I}!i.~·,y.qti'.~'ci~ri,', eJepedite:,I, qt· ,'nia:~~,~#e.ih,~ri$'~rari~.~~'::~~h t):ie ~ -0 
German off~'~eJ, ,tfi;:~,~~.~~ ~<3" ~h'i s ',as~, ~~~ :;,,~p.k;~i":,~!\:t.~¥ ::9P.n~:,:::;#;~~~'~'~:il;a'r .. . ~:~"l 
f,iagr.ant ~~ses:~'l~:r:r~~\. ~,0 ,;~e~:', Mr. ;"M\ClP;:~r,";~7~"~Z. \l:)~; v;e.ry:.<g~a~'~~;~+~, "',~~... .. 

~-;-! " '. ;'e~ ii'l:;;h;OU:S;,
t 
<S:~:;;~><~* :::. 

'!~1-_";;::\_" _ , ',' . "::: ':\ ".:,U::,,·/ i~?>;\':l·,.·" I. >,.\. :E( ': :<:.::-:: ~'~' :f:~ 	 :, 

," ,. 	 :')i(":'~ )'" . ';t';w""'a""]"~ ,',' ,:\.~, ~ t',

. \ \;,,'~~~"'\ '?~,;;,~"~."r~~ :X:)'," "~:;~'\ 
.' 	 '" .'.y:j.L'.(/l(, , ) '. ,.';i), ".r{ • ," "..', " IS"-"-JW:,RJ 	 "., (>.~~\ " h" ,~I'

I, 
~,~'.;I~, .." ,,1 t,.,,4;~ y:"" ;:>~ j ~) '. '" ,1 'l I' 

r'/,J"i'~~"~''''':'~' l:,:.;l.: '. ~ ,-I' ~,»'t~::~ :~\""~\/~~,.. ~'~I~Y":;'~ ,,,r;5~"'~> ~.~." .0':, '. 
1 J.J7.¥;16''I". ,': ,''o.' -.":"",li"l' ,'-,' "',I";".,' I~'::' -"'1"). . 4" " 

"";'" "'",';'1 ... '~ )'/:,.";;' A~',1r,::~< '/ .~, < .... J.',:' .. ~;'. ,i~.{"~>:"! '~~,~:.:- ',j<!'''4''~;.)h~;t..:t':.~'i: 7,:,\. "" '("";:' .. 
";I!~'';f ",':-:,--<-t« Yi(' ~, "'.~ \.,J{" l ("'4;\:·".~it. ,;':(. lV-<J3.<!,..,.)",.fJ#<i;,r.:~'h"(.'''~"'': .' ,~' ,~ • "h' 

" . ' "ij¥~tfi:'f:' .."t,,'i:;;~jWjy:~'~: .!;~r};~i~,C,';i::~j~ !:~if> " jf ~\ " 

~._ ".,.'!'l.,.,.,..¥% .,,~. 	 \-' 
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JEAN WuNDERUCH 
I ' , ' ,.'".

ATTORNEY AT ;LAw:, 

e3~ ROWA.N uir:ri...Dno-o 
LOS lNGlELlil:s is. CAl[::':uro

I ' ,', ' 
MAD"SoON 6-1661., ' ' 

i 

Febrhary 24, 1960 
, ' I ' 

i 

Department Of state \ 
Washington, D. C. , i".1 f\"1 

,\ Cr
Attention Mr. Richard D~ 

, 

Ke~nfaY, (j~\l !, 

Assitant Legal Adviser i, o 

your File LjEUR 263.1141 Maier 
\ Felix/t~:t6Q ' 

Gentlemen: \ 
I 
\ 

Mr. Felix Maier, has asked me to·c;tnswer yo~r.kind 
response of February 10, 1960. 

, '\ 

The numbers of the proceedings are: 
\ .. 

G/ Q339/ M and \G/ 9340 /M ,: " 
I , I 

The are pending before, the 
\ ., 

~ wiederg:utIilachu'ngsamtern, Berlin; 'Berlin, s .w., 61 ' 
,', ",' ~ 

Alte Jacebstr. 148-155. " :d 

\ . 

The attorney repr~senting:m:ed.s Dr. Gt":eve,' , 
Hannover", Rathenauplatz 3, {Eingarig Sophiens:-prabe) C: 

\ ' " '" 0) 

Mr. Maier, at ·the ~imeof th~confiscati0ns,was a " 
resident of the United States andhadalr;eady 'deci'ar'ed h,is,'inten-:;~: 
tion to become a ci-qizen. 

I ". 

\ J 

His casei·s one in:w'hich' ther;'e i p ¢omplfate document-:-' 
ary lproof of c6:~'d:iscation of v~lua1:>let~riw¢ble property and of the 
transfer of the proceeds of the forceds,i3J..'.e t0the Germa:nReich-~., 
Western Territory. ,,', \. ". ' .,'. ~) 

If yo'u 'can expedite~ or make rem~nstrar(ces w'~h the I-V -0 
German office's handling this as I'was ·apparently Gone in s~ila.r j~ ~~)
flagrant cases knoWn to me, Mr. IMaier 'WiLl be very ,grateful:.· ....----, \. ,--'" 

i)1:~;\_:: . ~C.~:Y::::rli~-:im,"',:·: 4' f 

"f~'~\:"--' ~~~.' \ ' , " '@ .:Pl ' ~,'y/

;1,,; JW:RJP'I1~J;:::;ijU,t \0 ~.e . 
,',JA,'", ~I..~:,"~c;.~ ,J i'l/I tJ :.,' ,".- '~.' .
~_I;J~' ' /', \' '", '(",',.,~,,,,,;'II'" ','.,. -G.f" ' ',\" ". '. "'" 

" " " '.' "'~'l(3:P' \ 
.~---+---.'-~--'._---------....-------,
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LAW OFFICES 

GILBERT, THOMPSON & KELLY 
458 SOUTH SPRING STREET- SUITE 939 


LOS ANGELES 13 
 -

Department of state 

Washington, D. C. 

Atten. Mr. Richard D. Kearney, 
______t---___~A.ss.istant_J:..~gal AClv,-1",,'.""s~e""r,-,.,--__~____~ 

w 
~ 
N 
0:> 
OJ 
o 



" 
\, 

\ / 

y'" 
From Felix Ma'ie-r 

, 
.,ACTION I " 

, is assigned to 

J_.!t,b::l 

2025 N.Catalina Stro 

Los Angeles 27.,Cal'if. 


To the hon
'Departeip9nt.of State 
Washington D.C~ 196~'~ :f{ 

t....?
,0,· 

'.-.Attention: 
to the legal adviser 

~. ~ 

~. 

?;:in westgerman affairs :;;. 
~ :. ,",

GentlemenJ I 
I 

I received the enclosed lettlr from the Depa.rteI;tEl"t of state 3 year~,
I n' "" 

,ago, which I should appreciate your returningt0 me,. ;;'~jJ' 

I filed my claim to a lawyer \residing in Westgermany pecause, of thii! ' 
lietter. This letter involves iNazirer~imes confiscationS outside Wes t:/ 
Germany,concerning mon9.Y andipro.per~Yi,Whichthe NaZir~gimes~ntto" .; 
'rtf st ...;. .... .1 ., _ I/,I b AA n Jlive germany.......9'~ '0.... ~ P()y~ 6 (. IV. ,,,,.,- , ' ' I 
All proofs has beep. send to.. ~,he ab~"e, TIJ~nt.ipn,ed ;ta1NYer., r-"--J 
I . am going to. be, 83 ye~s.:. in 'lithe near ,future and have been a oitiZ~! 

Sl.nce 194,5 prl.or ,Austr'l.an. "".J 


~ . ."', . _J 

Y~u can understand a man of fnY age, witl1out,any fjJriq.,sinc:e ,all ,my al 

property :was confisca:ted. I am dependent on .my childr~n for support.! 


and I need very. badly medical\ care ~e~;ti:ni~ char,i,~'Y:.. ~ 

I should apprecl.ate your advipe and l.tlformatl.on what, I co1il-d do in I 

order t:o get fund remuneratioh\, ' for my c~n:f.:iscate,d, pJ;:o·per't.Y:., '. 
 hi 

Your kind and pl'ompt attention to, this matter would: be deeply 
1\
\\ 
\; 

If 


, I /"
Jiappresiated. Tha.n1t. you! 

Yo~urf9ry reskeqtfuJ.ly, ,
,..f:v\-:' vr~'tYL--.. 

Feli·x Maier . 
",

" .,.. ,. "',..... ,~ 

\ \', '.''',:. 

"-'t
~ 

http:reskeqtfuJ.ly
http:l.tlformatl.on
http:Austr'l.an
http:Departeip9nt.of


\ 

Under t~e 

the attention of the German authories 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE INSTRUCTION 
562 '~ I, 5t-,2 

UNCLASSIFTlID FOR R~/R USE ONLY(Security ClasSification), 

NO. : A-28, :M'arch 7, 1~60 'I 

. l 


J\)SU~ECT: Inquiry Concerning Compensatiqn C1aim--Fe1ix Maier. 
1 ' en 

J\) 
i , , L • 

n>.The United States fssion, BERLj '~ ."" I ....
/J ~ / ., 

The Department has receivqd a 1etterA'rom Mr. Felix Maier, 2025 
orth Catalina street, Los Ange'les 27, California, requesting assi~:tance I 
n obtaining information regarding the status of his claim fo'r com.~lm- s:: 
ation under the Federal Comperisation Law. ~ g » 

I ~~ 
Mr. Maier's claim is pendibg before the Wiedergutmachungs8in~in, rn/<\. 

er1in, Berlin S.W. 61 At1e Jacbbstr. 148-155. The numbers of 3~b ;0I \) roceedings are G/ 9339/ M and G/ 934,0/ M. The attorney represe , " ..~ 
r. Maier is Dr. Greve, Hannove!r, Rathenaup1atz 3, (Eingang Sophi' ' trabe) .,ill'"!I ,I, Maier has advised the!:"The American attorney repr~senting Mr. rn 

Department that this case is on~ in which there is complete doc~e '; aryr 
proof of confiscation o:t',-valuaM.e tangible property and of the tlt-anSf r 
Ff the proceeds of the forced ,~ale to Germany. x 

........ i
I Mr. Maier ~s,.r;~w 83 years !Old. It appears that he is OJ 
pn his chi1dren'for support an~ in need of medical care. I 

jCircumstances the Department b-~lieves that it would be desirable t', -....I 

libring this particular case to rn, 
/8.5 one having considerable humdni tarian aspects with a request that o 
i ' I ' 
~he case be given such priorit~ as may be possible. 

() 

342862 
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May 6, 1960 
,J:n 'replyreter to 
L/E$ ;,203 ~~4l:Ha.ter,
:FeJ4;x/,4-2960' " 

,Dear Mr• • Di.ilCh: 

"tJieJrJ.:.,:;,~':'t:,:,~:;:~,~~:~ii;'.!1j.=~' ... ,~~~~~~~ 01 ,'\,) 
I 0) 

O} ()J 
0)' • 

I 

11_ •.,. 

, ' At'bSz:ae;.' , " I',' '::"'ijfjP, ,. . , 

!;;1iDtoilraa.:-,~ ; 
0, -. 
(f)\ I 

'S: 
~;m'ls81c,AS: » 
li1:ei:it,·,,;O -

rn 
....~.'9 ....; 

... 

'" 'lcl1 

~<::".\fi.:'''l.e~~i,iCaU.tomta~ , 

L:L/EUR:DAW~e~'r:1.;rOM ,,;.16/60 (' '.' ' .. , 

I 
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I UNCLASS~FIED I r---'ACTION 
I· 

. . , , . is assigned:~ 

u'Y'A-A,>","" ~TIONS· ¥EMORANDUA! I.~~ 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE I. Dafe: Jvlay 9, 1960. "'- -," . >~ 

u. S. lIission BERLIN .fl/Ij , V". ~41/L ~! 
$U~JECT~ AMERICAN PROPERTY: Compensation Claim of Felix Maier 

I 

. . I 

The Department's A-28, Maroh 1, 1960 

Berlin's OM, April 29, 1960. . 


o?t..j, I J ,I;" I)'}~~! ft-; F~}/ ~./j.? (~cJ 


For the Department's infbrmation t~ere is enolosed.a oopy 
as well as a translation of al letter dated May 3, 1960 with 
enolosures reoeived from the Restitution Offioes in .Berlin. 
Aooording to the information :contained therein,. it has been 
left to Mr. Maier's discretio:n to appeal wi thin three months 
against the decision made by Ithe Restitution Court. 

!./"
Enclosures: 

Oopy of Letter from 
Restitution Offices 
dated May 3, 1960; 

Oopy of Letter to 
Dr. Greve, attorney, 
dated May 3, 1960; 

Oopy of Decision 
dated May 3, 1960' 
Translations of above. 

11 1\) 
rn m 
r 1\) 

X 
"' 
01 
I . 

(,0
0, 
o 

I 
I 

)~~. I 
.Jt,~t.7JL, JI}~ 


lEGAL:' ADVISER~1
.. 
. -t- /..lIE V J( - IJk I(}.A. 
-, MAY191960 I 
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/l\~" 
DihJj~iTt~J"V" 

BUENOS AIRES 

Corrientes 1979 


G ENE V A 
Case Postale 
Montbrillant 

JERUSALEM 
I Ben Yehuda Str&et 

'L 0 N D O.N W I 
55 New Cavendish St. 

MEXICO CITY 
Baja California 284 

MONTEVIDEO 
Avenida Uruguay 1378 

MONTREAL 
493 Sherbrooko St.• W. 

PARIS VIII 
78 Av. des Ch. Elysees 

RIO DE JANEIRO 
Caixa Postal 2344 
- Z c - 0 0 

R o M E 
Piana di Spagna 3 

SANTIAGO 
Avda. Miguel Claro 196 
Providencia 

STOCKHOLM 
Grev Magnigatan II 

S Y D N E Y 
243 Eli.abeth Street 

TEL AVIV 
P.O.. Box 1473 

~ISO 

":Il'tV'1" 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL .• CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

15 EAST 84th SlREET 
I 

NEW YORK 28, N. Y. 

CABLES: WORLDGRESS, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONB: TRAFALGAR 9-4500 

July 29, 1963 

Department of State 

Office of the L..::,gal Adv1ser 

Washington, D. C. 


Dea:;..... S1 1'S: 

I enclose two copies of the English trans

lation of the Swiss Decree and ita Implementary 

R,'.3gulat1on oon:::ern:i.nJ unclaimed propl."'rt1es of 

Stateless Persons a.nd Foreigners. 
IShould you need additional copies, pleasA. 

advisA. 

you_rs,Sincerew;. . '._.."."" 

1'! . . .•'-.. 
(!../~. ..~ 

l~EHEMIAH ROBINSON 

''''. . 
\, "f 

NR:IA 

http:oon:::ern:i.nJ
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I1. 	 Federal Decision Concernin& Properties in 
Switzerland of Foreign~rs or Stateless Perso~ 
Persecuted on Racial. Relisious or Political 

Grounds I 
I 

(December 20) 19:62) 
I 

.' 	 I . 
The Federal Assembly of the Swiss Confederaticin~ having con

sidered a message of the Federal Council of May 4, 1962 l~decides, on the basis 

of Art. 64 and 64b of the Federal Coristitution ~ as follows: 


I 
I 

Art. I 1 

I 
I 

(1) Material assets of whatever na.ture in Switzerland, whose last 
known owners are foreigners or stateless perdons, ab<;>ut whom reliable information 
has been missing since May 9, 1945, and of 'w~om it is known or presumed that 

. . I· 	 . 

they be~ame victims of racial, religious or po:litical persecution, are to be . 

registered, within six months of the effective date of this decision, with an office 


, 	 ! 
to be designated by the Federal Council (Regi8~ration Office); hereby are to be 
stated all changes, which have taken place sinde the owner's disappeara~ce or his 
absence without information. . \ . 	 . 

(2) Safes, in which material assJts, subject to registration, or 
. documents apt to identify them may be found, a:re to be opened. 

. 	 \ 

I 

Art. 2 I 
I 
: 

Material assets in the meaning of :Art. 
! 

1 are in particular: 

(a) Accounts in Swiss or foreign ~urrency, accounts receivable 

(claims), bank notes and other legal tender, gold and other precious metals, 

valuables, stocks and bonds., goods and stocks thereof, vehicles, collections,


I 

even 	though these material assets are in open or closed depots or safes.; 
. .. 	 . . \ . 

.(b) Participation of whatever nature, real estate, patent rights, 
trade marks, copyrights, concessions ,annUitie\s, pensions, insurance claims due; 
insurance claims which will become due later ar.e to be registered within six 
months of the date due. \. 

I 

. (c) All kinds of rights or interests;' in such material assets or result 
ing from agreements thereon, as for instance, tisufructs and other servitudes,

I 

liens, rights of preemption and redemption, options.
I 

Art. 3 

1. The following have to register: \ 

(a) natural and legal persons, commercial associations 

and a~sociations or persons, who administer or ~osses such assets, safeguard 


. 	 h Ior supervIse t em; 

1) Federal Gazette 1, 933. 

342869 


\ 
. I 



.. 2 .. 

(b) authorities having knowledge of such assets; 

(c) debtors of accounts rlceivable (claims) due to persons 
enumerated in Art. 1. 

2', In registering the material a.ssets. the registrant has to report 
all facts ,known to him. which could serve toe1stablish the identity. residence or 
soj ourn and the fate of the owner and his succ~ssors in right or representative. 

Art. 4 

1. If doubts arise concerning the obligation to register. the case is 
to be submitted to the Registration Office for decision. 

2. The run of the statute of limilations (ll a claim is also considered 
, to have been hindered or stopped, when ,the cr~ditor -couldnotfile it in time,' due 

to an act of God, in particular ~ because of racial, religious or political 
persecution. 

Art. 5 
1. The Registration Offic e prepa:res a list of the registered material 

assets and applies to the Surrogate Authority 9f the place, where the most , 
important asset is located,for the appointmen~of an Administrator of the Estate. 
The Surrogate Authority meW designate as such a General Administrator appointed 
by the Federal Counc~l. 

, 2. The Administrator investigates, in cooperation with the 
Registration Office, what has already been do~e to establish the residence' or 
fate of the owner of the assets and his succesJors in right or representative and, 
if needed, takes or orders new measures, in particular announcements. The 
latter are, however, not to be made ,if there at-e reasons to assume that they 
may cause inconveniences to the .person sou'ght. Under no circumstances inay the 
announcements contain information of whateve~ nature about the registered or 
otherwise established material assets. 

Art. 6 

Everyone is obHgedto provide tlie Registration Office, the Surrogc;l.te 
Authority and the Adminis f rator with information required to clarify the material 
circumstances of the missing or absent owner!' 

,Art. 7 

1. Obligation to register with the Registration Office and to provide 
information overrules any obligation of secreJy , in particular, on the part of 
banks, insurance compani~8t. ,trust companie1s, lawyers, notaries, law consultants. 

Z. The Registration Office, the ~dministrator and the Surrogate 
Authority may divulge information about the circumstances of the missing owner 
only to his succe'seors in right or their legal epresentatives. Private persons 

,1 ~, 
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may t for particular reasons, obtain summary information abOlt the existence of 
material assets. if these private persons make credible their right to successorship 

Art. 8 

1. If within two years from the appointment of the Adminis'trator 
neither the original owner nor his successorslin right are found, the proceedings 
to declare him missing are to be instituted without delay, regardless of whatever 
further measures in the meaning of Art. 5 might be taken, these proceedings to 
refer to the property in Switzerland only. A ~equest to this effect is to be made h,

I 
the Surrogate Authority, which appointed the Administrator, or by persons who 
derive rights from the death of the missing o~ absent owner, with the judge of the 
locality where the Administration was establi hed. 

2. If the owner was domiciled Switzerland, the demand for a 
declaration of being missing is to be lodged the judge of his (her) last Swiss 
residence. 

3. The proceedings of declar the owner m·issing are not to be 
carried through if there are reasons to as that. it .may create inconveniences 

eto the persons sought. 

Art. 9 

If the death of the owner is ce or he was declared missing or 
dead by a competent authority, the inher ..."a,u,",,1;' proceedings are to be opened in 
the locality where the administration for his was established. The 
proceedings are limited to the property in 

Art. 

If potential' heirs are only able . make credible their right to 
successorship because the documents requir I for definite proof were destroyed 
or lost as a result of the war or terror acts, lor because reliable proof cannot 
be secured on account of existing political umstances, the inheritance may be 
delivered only on the basis of a decision of Surrogate Authority to which the 
Administrator is subject or if it is ordered a Canton having two surrogate 
sUPlilrvisory instances, upon decision of the upervisory authority of the first 
instance. The decisionrriay be appealed to higher surrogate authorities. 

, Art. 

ision free the registrant of his1. Actions On the basis of this 
obligations (toward third persons). 

2. The Federation is liable to registrant and the person of 
higher priority, who without his fault appear after the action had been taken for 
damages caused by these actions. The tenth of the Fund referred to in Art. 12 (1) 
is at first to be applied thereto. 
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Art. 12 

1. If the owner of a register'e'~ property left no legal private heirs . 
and also made no testamentory provisions. ihis succession escheats to a· Fund to 
be established by the Federal Council•. Th~ use of this Fund·is to be, :r:egulated . 
by a simple Federal deCision which is to take into account the origin of the funds 
to be paid therein. One tenth of the Funci sl\erves to satisfy belatedly filed 
applications for restitution. . . . . . . 

, " • I 

I . . 
2. If the owner, declared dead or missing, or his successor in right 

or legal representative appea.rs within 5 yeai\rs since the property was assigned to 
the Fund the amount paId into the FIl nd is to be refunded to the entitled person 
without interest, regardless of the validity df this Federal DeCision. Art. 10 is . 
to be applied correspondingly. 

Art. ]3 

. 1. H~ who does not or does riot fully .comply with the registration 
obligation in accordance with this DeCision, \ . , 

I 
he who makes false statements, 

i 
he who hinders or attemptsl to hinder the measures taken to 

implement this DeCision by refusing to provide information or by providing false 
or incomplete information, or otherwise, . \ .' 

\ . 
is liable to a fine up to 10,000 .&ancs or arrest. 

Z. Attempt and complicity are ~Ubject to penalty. Prosecution 

is superannuated in 5 years. 


3. If the infringements occur in the business enterprise of a legal 
person, a !!collective" or "Kommandit'!" Assobiation or a one-man firm, the 
penal provisions apply to the persons, who acted or should have acted for them" 
but under the joint coresporisibility of the leg1al person, the association or the 

, owner of the one-man firm for the fine and c01ts,. except if the responsible 
administration proves that it applied all nece~sary caution to have the afore

. I 

mentioned persons comply with the relevant provisions. 
I 

4. Penal prosecution on the basis 
, 

of the special provisions of the 
Swiss Penal Code remains reserved'. 

Art•. 14 i 
I 

The Canton is the competent authority for the prosecution and trial 
of infringements against this Decision. 

Art. 15 ' 
I 
I 

Except where state treaties provid,e otherwise, the internal Swiss 

law is applicable to the implementation of this Decision. 
. . . i 

I 
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1. The Federal Council issues the necessary implementary regulation~ 

2.'. This·1)ecision is to be publi~hed in accordance with Art. 3 of the 
,Federal Law of June 17, 1874, concerning ple'biscites on federal laws and deci'sions. 

, 3. The Federal Council decidel on the date of the coming into effect 
of this law; its length of validity is limited, subject to Art. 12., par, 2., to ten years~ 

50 decided by the National coun~il 
, I 

BERN, December 20, 1962. 

President: Andr~ Guinand 

I 
Secretary: Ch. Oser 

. . I 

So decided by the Council of Estates 

BERN, December 20, 1962 

President: F. Fauquex 

I 
Secretary: E. Weber 

The Swiss Federal Council deciq.es: 


, ' The above Federal Decision is to ibe publisbedin accordance with 

Art. 89, par. 2 of the Federal Constitution ana Art. 3 of the Federal Law of 

June 17, 1874, concerning plebiscites on feder~llaws and decisions. . 


BERN, December 20,' 1962 


,For the 
 s Federal Council 

Chancellor 

Oser 

Date of'Publication: January 10, 1963. 

Expiration of· the plebiscite time: April 10, 1963. 
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2. Implementary Regulation to the 
Federal Decision Concerning· Properties in Switzerland 

of Foreigners orState1ess I ~ersons Persecuted on 
~acial. Religious or Political Grounds 

! 
(June 10. 1963) 

The Swiss Federal Council. LSing itself on Art. 16. Par. 1 
of the Federal Decision of December 20,11962, concerning properties in 
Switzerland of foreigners or stateless persons persecuted on racial, religious 
or political grounds (subsequently called Federal Decision), decides as follows: 

Par. 1 

The Justice Division of the D:epartment of Justice and Police is to 
serve as the Registration Office provided for in the Federal Decision (" Reg
istration Office for Properties of Disapp~ared Foreigners"). 

. Pari. .2 

! 
The Registration Office is authorized, for the sake of clarifying

I . 

facts important for the implementation of the Federal Decision, to undertake 
the audit or order the auditing of books dnd checking (the accounts),in particular 
of firms or persons who do not or do notj sufficiently comply with the obligation 
to provide information, or against whom wel1..founded suspicion of infringement 
upon the provisions of the Federal Deci_Iion exists. . 

The Office may also, if needed, order the opening of a safe deposit 
box or a closed d~pot. To order the ope;ning by force, the consent of the Chief 
of the Federal Department of Justice and Police is needed. 

The Registration Office will check the contents of the safe deposit 
box or dl:pot opened on its orders, compile a list thereof, secure it by seal 
or otherwise and order the registration lof the property assets found, subject 
to registration, by the persons referredl to in Art. 3 of the Federal Decision. 

The opening of the safe depo!Sit boxes and closed d~pots and the 
inventory of their contents have to be made in the presence of the lessee and, 
as the case be. also of the Administrat1" 

. . Par. 3 
i 

Until an Administrator of the Estate is appointed, no disposal of 
, . I 

the property assets subject to registration may be ordered, except with the 
consent of the Registration Office. 

Pa:r. 4 

The additional measures prlVided for in Art. 5, Par. 2 of the 
Federal Decision are to be taken or ordered to be taken only after the previous 
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custodian or administrator of the property assets subject to registration have 
been granted an occasion to present their view~ on the need for, and 
desirability of, the measures contemplated. 

Par. 5 

The General Administrator to be d~Bigna.ted by the Federal Council 
and to be put at the disposition of the surrogatel authorities possesses the 
legal status of an Administrator of the Estate ih the meaning of the Civil Code. 
He is subject to the supervision of the surrpgat1e authority, which assigns the 
particular case to him. 

Par. 6 

The Administration of the Estate established after the registration 
remains, as a rule, even if further assets belohging to the same possession 
appear thereafter. 

For particular reasons, namely if the local conditions or the 
I 

nature of the particular property asset so justifjy, the Administration may be e, 
transferred to another surrogate authority, on the application or with the 
consent of the Registration Office~ 

Par. 7 

If it appears from the inventory of the property assets subject to 
registration prepared by the Registration Offic~ that further measures 
(appointment of an Administrator, Declaration 6f Missing, etc.) do not pay 
because of the smallness of the possession as it became known, the 
proceedings of the caSe are to be temporarily ~topped. The registrants are 
to be so informed and ordered to deliver the prdperty assets to the Finance 
Administration of the Federal Department of Fihance and Customs. 

If within the period of validity of thi~ Federal Decision so many 
. I 

further assets of the same owner are registered that the continuation of the 
'proceedi~g8 becomes justified, the Registrationl Office will so order. The 
property assets already delivered to the Federal Fin ance Administration are, 
in such a case, to be put at the disposition of th~ Administrator of the total 
possession. I .. . 

If, during the period of validity of tllis Federal Decision no 
further property of the same owner is registere~,. and no eligible person 
therefor appears, the property assets deliveredlto the Federal Finance 
Administration, in accordance with Par. 1, are Ito be transferred to the Fund 
provided for in Art. 12 of the Federal Decision. , 

Par. 8 

Th~ Fund provided for in Art. 12 of the Federal Decision is to be 
:1 dministered as special fund in accordance with the provisions of the Federal 
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Law of June 2.8,192.8, concerning the investment of federa:lmoneys and special 
funds. 

P;l.r ... ~9., 

. Tile Registration Off..ice cbuects a fee to cover its~xpenses,' which 
is to be paid by the AdministratOr or the receiver of the proper'~y assets 

. (-owner, successor in right, representative of the eligible perso:n, Fund). 

The Justice and Police De1partment is authorized tocom'pile alee 
tariff. 

~ar. 10 

:.~ Infringements upon this RlgUlation are to be dealt with on the basis 
of the penal provisi~ns of the Federal Decree. 

J?ar. 11 

This Regulation becomeslffective t together with the Federal Decree, 
on September 1, 1963. 

For the Swiss Federal Council 
The Vice-Pr'esident 

BERN, L. Von Moos 
June 10, 1963 

The Federai Chancellor 
Cli. Oser 

(Collection of federal1a.ws No. 2.2. of June 2.0, 1963, pp~433 ..435c) 

,.:' 
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The Federal Council has recently published regulations imPlemenl-'\, 
the Act of December 20, 1962, concerning assets of foreigners miSSing 
since 1945 who are believed Ito have been the victi:ms of, racial, religious 
or politicalpersecution-, "The regulations as wel,l as, the law enter into 
force on September 1, 1963.1 Attached are copies of the Act and the 
Regulations. The Act appears in Feuille Federal N'o. 1, (Jan .10, 1963), 
p. 23. , I 

The regulations require all banks and other custodians of property 
to report to the Federal Department of Justice and Police by March 1, 
1964, their holdings' of assets covered under the ,Act. The regulations 
al~o empower ::ne Departmentl t? inspect 'th: ?oOksof iridividuals,o~ firms 
which are beheved to be ev?-d~ng the proV1.s~ons of the Act, and, ~f 
necessary, to arrange for the opening of safe deposit boxes. 

As soon as the Departmbnt begins to receive reports from the banks 
, and o~er custodians, effor~s Irlillbe made to locate the original owner 

or ass~gnees of the property. If such persons are' found, the assets 
will be distributed to them I. On the other,hand, if itis established 
that the owner has,died, th~ assets maybe distributed to the}heirs. 
The death of the owner may be established by officials on the basis of 
satisfactory evidence presehted to th'em 'or 'by a court 'under a-rF-ssing 
personsl! statute. I " 1'8 

If the owner left no h,eirs or made no testamentary d~o~on of 
his pr?perty;;the :c;:p,S~f3trr: rd,~l ,be, turne? ove~~oan, orgamLia::l:.i0nto' be 
estab~~sh:d by, the Feder~l' l01li'lC~,~~~'! ~Tn adm:-n::stenng the ~ss~, t~e, 
organ~zat~on mIl "take ~nto acc<;mnt'the or~~n 0f the monJ?es~istnbuted

'" ',. ", I " ", c:cl·m -.J 
. ,. .. ~ ~ , 1.'}1 f: '~} \ ~ I, I I 
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to it. II Furthermore, provision is made to retain 10% of the funds 
to meet possible future claim~ against anyass.ets erroneously disposed 
of. In. view of the difficultt in locating persons who may have' a 
claim to the assets under this statute, a considerable amount of time 
will undoubtedly elapse befor~ all unclaimed assets are distributed. 

I 


I Warren P. Blumberg . 
Flirst secretary of 'Embassy 

X\ 
. Ehclosure: (}J' 

Bundesbeschluss (Vom 20. Dezember 1962) 

I Box 
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LISTER HIL.L. ALA~, CHAIRMAN 

PAT MC NAMARA, MICH. BARRY GOLDwJrEMI, A~!Z. 
WAYNE MORSE, OREG. JACOB K. JAVITS. N.Y. 
RALpH YARBOROUGH,~..TEX. ..... WINSTON L~ PROUTY, VT. ACTION 
JOSEPH S. CLARK, PA. JOHN G~ TOWER, TEX. 
JENNINGS RANOOLPH, W. VA. LEN B. JORDAN, IDAHO is assigned to 
HARRISON A. WILLIAMS. JR., N.J. 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. OAK. ~CnHe~ ~fafez ~enafe 
CI..AIBORNE PELL. R.I. 
EDWA,:*O M. KENNEDY. MASS. I COMMITTEEON 

LA80R ANOPU8LlC WELFARESTEWART £. MCCLURE, CHIEF CLERK 
JOHN S. FORSYTHE. GENERAL COUNSEL 

Honorable Dean Rusk 

Secretary 

Department of State 

Washington 25, D.C. 


"' 

Dear Mr. Secretary: ~ 
My attention has been called to a \.A, situation affecting 

thousands of former victims of Nazi persecution for whom 
remedial action is presently un1der consideration. ~ . ! \ 

I am advi~ed that the Federal German Republic for some time ~ 
has been considering amendmentsl to existing compensation legisla
tion in order to include former NaZi victims preV,iouslY resident t.r:J.in Hungary, Poland and Rumania. In recent years these people have 
been permitted to emigrate froml their Communist countries. 1't1 

?tl 
Work on amendments to makei them eligible for compensation 

has been delayed for several years with resultant hardShip for 
the former Nazi victims. 

-. I would therefore req.uest Ithat the United States use its 
good offices to bring the urgency of this remedial legislation 
to the attention of the governclent of the Federal Republic so 
that action on the amendments ~ay be taken without delay. 

Your comments will be 

".: ..~~ j hi 

appJeciated. 

With best wishes, 

i/ 
tt 

.d)'', .. \ ' VV,V" 
l \ JKJ:alg 
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OSD US!.A NS.... 
The ~Pa:5SY received ori:Mai'cn>.28 froirl .'the'Fb~~fgH;::~0fff~e. a, dI!aft' of 

I· the Law· for· the' Amendment ~f:tli~-Federal :'Restitti.tJ:on:'·.:r~·w«i'!BRUEG·tlJ·and
i O~f' ''Su.s fCst/· 'the' connected ; Explanatqry Stat~k~nt;, ("!Be,grUena~:i'~'0\,:}ih~,;dr~t;d!ilted'"

I i / March 12, 1963, is;' a'IIReferehtefi-Entwrftl,:i~e~; 'a;. dr¥.t'pr.~par·edbY the 
officer .in,fcharge of' the' Fed.eral Ministry of Finance and not, yet finally' 
approved :by th~< .Minis,ter: " of. . Fihknce. ,or ani·oth~r'· *rif~ter.·~:. ':, '. . 

.tJpon,eJCamining this draft,I'the' E,mbas'sy petie~s·;.;~a~.:·th~· tiPle~con~ 
sumin~ prepara:tion >ofa ·transla;ti?n ot:~ :th.e·5·en~ne:~pa~~~·: 'at', :'h~gh;ly' ., : 

, ."<t complicated ,langua:ge.wouldnot pe, helpful: tc)':tJl:e.D~partnie.ht/ ;or' the" , 
orgariizations interested in thils' legisl~ti9n. ,MQ'st ··6:f~,t:Qe::.ri~rouspro
posed' ame~dment'sa:re techni~al ,:or .mi~dr~'; The;~~~.e . 0t:',~o,u;:; ;amendments . 
that a::.e o.r i~ediatearrldJ.l'ecltJ.:nterest,to tp~'.}Jnq:~,~ ,~:;ta,~~s Government 
are wntten.in sueh a·manner that'even.the: German .text can'be understood 
only by mepns'of c'onsu'ltatA:ondf tlieBRUEO"the EiplahatdrySt;atement 

. and other·texts~~;'r~ ,.'Eirt"passY, ~ru5ts ;t.hatt.he ·'~tt~ch~ct.:l,:A:rt:t..c~e ..by':-Article 
summarY Will' be more',:he Ipful' td . the 'Depa~t;merl't" than·~{,trj:!:iiifka~i'on,. i. The' 
Cla:Un5'.'Conference· and. other organ±2;ations",w.ill' no,·doubt,· e~ne'all' parts 
6f the ,German~'~te*t,~;:and so: wil:ll the'Emba.'sisi';· ~. :' ,.' '.. ,:"::::, .',. . . 

.', '. ,.",,:,:,., . , ". 'I . " <. ",~:: ..'"":':::',;:":';:, .'.. . 
. Fur.ther a.'t~.achedi,s~,t.ra1fslatien...~f.: ~hO~e?a.,rt~. ·9:(:~the'.EXplana.,ifY 
StatemeIlt.t~a.:t:m.aybe of l.nterest. to 'the D~pa:;rtment~, ..•. ,Ii . " & 

• ,! . " . "'.. .•.. I.' ,". , ',; .."';.': .!:.;:.'.:';,. " 
.The.F~rA1:gn 'Office has in:..J.ited the': th;reeEmb.;a.se{{es 'j;fp:::~et. .~=:re 

on April";3 f61-';" ~'briefing ori, .~ 'dis,cussfen 0f,,~~,the~;,~uijtlec·"t,~·· I~a~ 
aske~ that' :mtl:l;':s~ph,m:e.et.ih~.*a~:been'h~~p;· th~ ':~~bli~~~~;~;~~~:rrai~f.r1~. ' 

LSeOO1ng•. tile>r ...co-.nts to tile] .Gove7eQts ; .....The •.~~asl~,:£·els •. it~ 
.J 

,ill{CI.IASSIFI~' ,..,.... ~.. \' lip ',lISEONLY 
FOAM '. ,. "'~". .' 0 . 
4, 02 DS.3~f,·', ,I '. ."<; .' ,,11. 

Clearances: 

'~ ,>. 

I 
'.---~' -'. '. 
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UNCLASSIFIED A-2l00, March 29, 1963 
From Amembassy BONN 

-2- To DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

should respect this wish. Imrn!3diately after this meeting, the Embassy 
will prepare its analysis of tre German proposals and its comments. 
Every effort will be made to airpouch this report by the close of 
business of April 5, or earlier if possible. 

For the ;~bassador: 
} 

faJ~ftJ1 
Robert N. Mag:J.ll 

First Secretary of ',Embassy 

Enclosures: 

1. 	 Summary of draft law. 
2. 	 Excerpt "from ExplanatorY 

Statement • 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Summary of 

the Second Draft (Refe~enten-EntW1ll"f) of a Law 

fDr the Amendment of the Federal RestitutiDn Law 
(draft of iMarch 12, 1963) 

'\ . 

Article I amends the Federa:URestitution Law in the follDwing 
respects (all Article references lare to' Articles Df the Federal Resti 
tution Law unless Dtherwise indic~ted): . 

I 
1. A new Article 5 a extendS the jurisdictiDn of the West Berlin 

restitution authDri ties with regatd to' identifiable property confiscated 
in East Berlin, in such manne,r asi to in:lude thDse cases whe·re the .' 
persons whose property was taken Dr thel.r legal succeSSDrs had, dunng 
any tiYOO between January 30, 1933~ and May 5 , 1945, their residence in 
a countrywith which the Federal Repub1ic maintains diplDmatic relations. 

2. A new Article 6 a prDVidis that a restitutiDn claim may be 
denied by the court if the claimant lIuses imprDper means or intentionally 
Dr grossly negligently makes, caubes or. permitsincDrrect or misleading 
statements c0ncerning the claim"~' . , 	 I 

3. A new Article'7 a facilitates the proDf of succession to a claim 
by intestate or testamentary succ~ssion (certificate of, inheritance under 
Gennan law). \ . 

4. 	 Techriical amendment of Ar:ticle 11 NO'. 6~ 


I
5. Beneficial minor amendment -of Article 21, paragraph 1, secQnd 
sentence. \ 

6. Clarii)ring' amendment of 	A!rticle 25, paragraph. 3. 
I 

7. Clarifying amendment of 	Article 30, paragraph 3. 
I 

8. Minor amendment Df 'Artlcl~ 30, .paragraph 4 • 
. , , " I 

9 • New Article 30 a prDvidinlg for minDr prDcedural improvement.
I . 

I 
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10. Article 31, paragraph ~, is amended so as to delete the 
ceiling of 1.5 billion DM. 

11. Article 32 is entirely rewritten so as to provide in substance 
the following: 

On each award against the R~ich under the Federal Restitution Law 
there shall be payable irnmediate+r the first DM 40,000 in full and 
50 percent of any balance over such DM 40,000. 

I 

A further 25 percent of any such balance over DM 40,000 shall be 
payable as follows: ' 

up to 80,000 DM beginning January 1, 1964; 

up to 240,000 DM beginning J:anuary 1, 1965; 

any balance beginning January 1, 1966. 


12. Article 33 is deleted a~ unnecessary.
I 

13. , Article '34 is rewritten\soas to provide for the ,payment of 
interest on, any amount payable under Article 32 and not paid on December 31, 
1966. The interest runs from Jantiary 1, 1967 and,is at the rate of 
1 percent for each quarter of a ye1ar. 

. ' ,; \ "." 
14, 15, and 16. Technical amendments of Article 39 and Article 42. 

17. 'A new Article 43 a aUthJizes the courts, upon application Of: the 
Oberfinanzdirektion, to cancel or~odify final awards previously made, if 
it is found that the claimant has connnitted an act of the kind described 
in the new Article 6 a (see amendmemt 2 above). 

18. A new Article 44 a is inJerted relating to claims' concerning 
the confiscation of household effedts in the formerly occupied. territories 
of Western Europe or the confiscati1on of jewelry in any formerly occupied 
territory, as far as such claims fall within Article 5. It provides that 
if such a claim was not timely file'd or withdrawn or rejected for lack of 
proof that the property wa.s broughtl\ into the are, a described in Article 5, 
an application for hardship payment'may be made, if new general informa
tion has become known 'Which would have permitted a claim under Article 5. 

, I 

i 

\ 
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Such application may be made by the former owner, his widow, or<his 
children. The application is to be made within one year after the 
effective date of the present L1w. A fund of DM 400 million is 
established for such hardship pkyments. The Federal Government will 
issue an ordinance specifying irt detail the con.ditions <. and the amoWlts 
of hardship payments to be madel The ordinance may establish maximum 
amoWlts and lump sum amounts. Higher compensation may. be provided for 
household effects than for jeweir,y. Nobody will have a legal right to 
receive a hardship payment. 

) < 

Article II provides that new; claims authorized by this Law must be 
filed within a year from the eff1ective date of the Law. The Article also 
contains technical provisions. < i 

Articles III and IV are techb.Cal. 
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Excerpt from 
I 

Explanatory; Statement ("Begruendung") to the Draft of a 
, .. I 

Law for the Amendment of the Federal Restitution Law 

............... 

600,0.00 claims fall ,under the IBRUEn. Approximate'ly 350,000 claims 

had been finally processed by Decebber 31, 1962, and payments upon' these 
had been made as provided in the B'RDEG. ..·.These 350,000 claims are 
embodied in approximately 100,000 'awards. Each awardthlis ,.'includes an 
average of 3~5 claims • ••• 

Payments made until December 31, 1962, total about 1.6 billiqn DM. 
The total amount of the claims faJlling within the BRUEG may ~be estimated 
at about 3.2 billion DM. o.fthis jtotal, approximately 2~2 billion DM 
are p~able under Article 32,parigraPhS 2 and 3, BRUEG. 

Under Article 32, paragraph 2, all claims in an amount not exceeding 
DM,2o.,000 are payable in full. Aqout 80 percent of the awards so far made 
are for amounts not exceedihgDM 20.,000. Therefore, about 80,000 claimants 
have already been fully paid. . I 

Under Article 32, paragraph~, all holders of awards receive 50, percent 
of the amount assessed. In addition, the Federal Government has is'sued on 
June 7, 1961, a directive concerning prepaynents t~ holders of awards •. 
The directive provides that natur~persons 'who have attained age ~5 will 
be paid one half of the balance of the award but not more thanDM 100,000. 
By December 31, 1962, approXimateiy DM 120 million had'beEm paid under , 
this directive. I

•••The wishes expressed by tl1e persecutee organizations.,•• concern 
primarily two questions. I. " ' '. 

First', they desire full payrnE?nt of the claims falling 'within the 
BRUEG. When issuing the directiv~ of June 7 J 1961, the Federal Government 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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i.recognized that the final pa~nts under the ultimate amendment of the 
BRUEG cannot be less than the ~repayments authorized by the directive. 
The present draft takes this idto account, but provides for payments 
exceeding substantially those aluthorized by the directive. In 
particular, it provides for fu]l payment of the first BM 40,000 of each 
award, and for payment of 75 peh-cent of any exceeding amount. On the 
other hand, full payne nt of theIawards cannot be proposed in this draft 
in view of the strained financial situation of the Federal Republic . of I, 
Germany. ..1 	 .... . f'i 

The persecutee organizations also desire a reopening of·the filing 
periods ••• in cases in which theIidentifiable property had been confiscated 
outside West Germany or Berlin. According to Article 5 of the BRUEG ••• , 
a restitution claim exists in such cases only if it can be shown.that the 
property after such confiscatioh was brought. into the Fed~ral territory or 
Berlin~ Many persecutees did nbt file such claims or did withdraw such 
claims because they believed thh such shOwing could not be made. However, 
after the expiration of the fil~ng period, documents were fo~ '(by the 
Federal Government) showing that certain categories of properties were 
brought into the Federal territbry or Berlin either to their full extentIi 	 I " 

" 	 or to an ascertainable percentage. .I 

1 

I' 	 The draft does not provide\for a general reopening of the filine;I 

period for confiscations outside West Germany and Berlin. Hqwever, it

I would seem unfair to deny comperl.sation where it can be shown/that cate
gories'of properties have been brought in whole or in part into this areai. 

1 	 and mere the persecutees for v.l1id reasons did not file timely. The 

draft therefore proposes to est~blish for these cases a hardship fund in 


I' the amount of 400 millioniDM, td make hardship payments' for thecorii'isca
I tion of household effects in th~ occupied Western European territories 
I and for the confiscation of jew~lry in any occupied territories. For 

these two categories of properties, the assumption that a certain per
centage was brought to West Ge~ny or Berlin is justified. 

I 
Payments to be made by the Federal Republic u¢er the present form 

of the BRUEG may be estimated at 2.2 billion DM. The prepayments made 
and to be. made under the directire of June 7, 1961, are estiimatedat 

:~ , , 	 350 million DM. Total payments under the present draft (including the 

twoamourits just mentioned) are estimated at 3.35 billion DM. Of this 

amount about 350 million[!)}l arek.ttributable to the additional payments 

under Article 32, 400 million tOI the hardship fund under .A.rticle 48, am 

about 50 million DM to the authorized new claims under. Article 5 a 

for confiscations in East Berlinl 


I 
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FROM Amembassy BONN DATE: April 1, 1963 

SUBJECT: Amendment of Federal Restitution Law 
\ 

REF EMB A-2100, March 29, 1963 
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.J 

.1 
1

,) 
I 
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Transmitted herewith ~s the text of a Note Verbale received from 

the Foreign Office on the Subject matter. 


Also transmitted are Jwo cOPie~ of the German text of the draft 
law. An Article-by-Articl~ summary in the English language was trans
mitted with the referenced airgram. The Foreign Office intends to 

" 

I 
prepare English and French translations either of the present draft '1 

'I 

or of the final draft. . 	 1 

! 
For the Ambassador: 

. 	R~/~~a( 
~/

Ille,; 
uv~-

Enclosures: 

1. 	 FonOff Note Verb ale 
of March 29, 1963.1 

2. 	 Two copies of Ge~an 
text of draft law., 

L 

FORM 
4 - a2 

.._______........ _____ . 


.Robert N. Mag~11 


First Secr~tary of Embassy 


. " 
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FOREIGN OFFICE 
V 2 (501)-84.21/7 

~.\ 

" 

Not eVe r b ale 

I 
The Foreign Office has[trie honor to transmit to the Embassy of 

the United States of America the attached draft (Referenten-Entwurf) 
of a Third Law for the Amendment of the Federal Restitution Law of 
July 19, 1957 (BGB1. I, p. 734) with an Explanatory Statement (Begruendung) 
and in this respect points out the following:',

'I " 

In view of Article 4 of Chapter Three of the Settlement Convention, 

the draft of the Federal Re$titution Law of July 19, 1957 was discussed 
in 1956 with representative~ of the Governments of the United States 
of America, France and the ¥nited Kingdom before itw~s submitted to the 
legislative bodies. These discussions resulted in the Note Verbale of 
the Foreign Office of' June ?l, 1956 and identical reply Notes of the 
Embassies of the United States of America, France and the United Kingdom 
of July 2, 19$6. I . 

The Foreign Office has i the honor to propose to ?~scuss ,also the 
enclosed draft with representatives ot: the Governments of the United 
States of America; France arid the United .'Kingdom before it is subriiit ted 
to the. legislative bodies. ISuch discussion shall facilitate the determina
tion that .the contents of the said draft take into 'account the obligation

" " . l ' .,
undertaken by the Federal Republic of Germany in Chapter Three of the 
Settleme~t Convention. ,I' ", , 

In this connection it is observed that the amended Federal,Resti
tution Law will be made eff~ctive in the Saarland by a special law, the 
draft of which will be trantmitted to the Embassy of the United States 
of America in due course. I ' ',.,,' ,,', 

The Foreign Office would welcome it if the discussion of this 
legislative proposal could take place soonest. Referring to the letter 
of the.High Commissioners tb the Federal Chancellor of October 23, 1954, 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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intended amendment of 
ment would like to inform 
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on about internal restitution, 

Embassy to an explanation of the draft 


in the Foreign Office. 


of the persecutee organizations in the 
Restitution Law, the Federal Govern-

of the draft law as soon as possible. 
The Foreign Office would appreciate receiving agreement to this during 
the intended discussion. I .' 

With regard to the contents of the enclosed draft, the Foreign 
Office would like to summatize the following: 

The Federal Restitution Law has so far been amended twice. Both 
amendatory laws, dated Mardh 24, 1958, and January 13, 1959, have 
merely changed the provisi6ns concerning the filing of claims. 

I 
The enclosed draft provides in Article I No•. 11 (amendment of 

Article 32, BRUEG) for pa~nt of the first 40,000 DM of each claim in 
full and for payment of any balance to the extent of 75 percent. The 
question whether full payment may be provided for the claims of 
organizations serving religious o'r charitable purposes is at present 
still being examined. I . . . . 

The draft provides further for a hardship fund in an amount of 
400 million DM for making hardship payments in certain cases of 
confiscation of household rffects ,and jewelry. 

Identical Notes Verbales are being addressed today to the French 
and British iEmbassies. 

Bonn, March 29,1963. 
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FROM .~mbassy BONN . _D~T{;; A:P;~~.;~~~1~~~ 
SUBJECT: Amendment pf Federal Restitution'Law 

, . I " 
REF DEPTEL 2272~March 26, 1963 . 

,EMB A-2J00i'M~rch 29~ 1963 
EMB, A';;;2121, ,April,1;l1963r 

, , , 

This message' :reports, oJ ,the 'meetings held·:,in th'isriiatte:ri'{I}, 
analyze's ,theprQvisions 'of thedra.ft law',(II) .aridJ;i1e· eX.p~nd:i!ture 
involyed 'irith.e' Germanpropoisals (r1;±)"discusses ,c:¢nEiiderations :per
tinent:to, th~:d~,ecision,t01J~rreacheq., :~y;, 'th~' thr,~e,:,<ioye:rpmep~s (IV)' 
and ,submits, ,the",Embassy,f s ,reco~eI1d9-:bon·,.(V}o' "., '" '~,' ':' "" "", 

, i ./3 	 The Fe'de:~al: Compensa~Jon; Law Willbe.;fe~ei4e4: to,": ~:$,'~ntiie::,i~UEG':' • 
- .,' 	 " ~, -. .

' '; , 

,. I';::...C~ I. : 
.", -" 

e;W On· ,March' 29, an ,Embassy offi6~rcal1~don "Mini,steri~a1rat,.Kop'pe' , 
Federal, Ministry of Financej to ob,tainvarl'0u8·,q:ti+or:m;atj,on,reg~1.l~o.ing

..:::r 	 the draft law,. The conversation related' prirriar'ily,to:,:thequest:i.on ' 
whe,therand how'.the estimat4s 'of. amountsappea:ririgin'the "Begruendungll 
can be jusi:,if1ed'{see pa,rt tII below) a:pdto tJie' q~es$9~':whether there 
exist statisticspermittingt;oascertain,the amoun~'p'a.t~':QPthe !!olSTII ' , 
claims'll as distinguished frbm that paid on . the "rie,,':' claiIiis'l(see p'aH, IV 
below).. . I" , " ," ' .:\. "" , 

:' '\' ',',,'.. j:> ,

MiniS~:\!~~i· ~ir:~~e::t~!:~e9!J~!~~e~~nr~;;;~:~~~i~S: 1:... 
thr:ee Embassies at gr,eat lehgth thepro;V±sibns of 'the:i:~r;if.t,la.f: 'The 
Forei,gn Offic~' spokesman as~e~. for early'ac'tion by)i:.hf~tliree G~r"dr;ts 
so as to perlut prompt submssion of the draft law ,~to"the; Fede " ~a~~net 
and to the Iegislativa bodl'es. The F:or~igi1 btfi~eurulert~bktoprlje 

,-. ',' .J 
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an English translation of the draft law. Agreement existed that there 
is no objection to the transmittal of the draftto the persecutee 
organizations. 

On April 3, officers of the three Embassies had a discussion of 

I 

I ' ' 


the subject. The consensus o~ opinion was that the proposal of this 
Embassy (see part V below) con,stituted a desirable solution. It was 
agreed that the discussion wou1ld be continued after the Embassies had 
received instructions from the!ir Governments. 

I ' 
1]0 

The draft law proposes (J) to increase the rate of payment on 
awards made under the BRUEG, (12) to admit a group of East Berlin claims, 
(3) to re-open the filing per~od for one class of claims, and (4) to 

Imake a number of procedural amendments.
'I ' . 


(1) Increase of rate of ~aymenton BRUEG awards. 
I

In the BRUEG, the FRG undertook unconditionally to pay awards not 
exceeding DM 20,000 in full arid to p~ awards of more thaa DM 20,000 
to the extent of 50 percent o~ DM 20,000 whichever is more. It under":' 
took to pay the balance to the extent that this could' be done without 
exceeding the ceiling of DM Ij5 billion, but this provision lost its 
practical effect long ago whert it became evident that the payments. 
unconditionally undertaken wotild exceed the ceiling.

I ' 
In a Directive of June 1961, the FRO undertook to pay to each 

holder of an award, upon his &ttaining age 65, one half of any unpaid 
balance, limiting, however, stich additional payment to DM 100,000. 
Practically, this meant that the rate was raised from 50 percent to 
75 percent, with a limitation of DM 100,000 upon the increase of 
25 percent. 

In the draft law, the FRG proposes to pay each award in full to 
the extent of the first DM 40jooo and to pay 75 percent of the balance 
of the award. The resulting additional payments would be spread over 
a period of three years (1964 ithrough 1966). 

Illustration: Assuming. an award in the amount of DM 100,000, the 
holder was to receive DM 50~000 under the BRm!!!}'. Under the Directive 

I
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of June '1961, he was to receive anotherDM'25,ooo when he attains age 65, 
thus a total of DM 75,000. Under the draft law, this total would be raised 
to DM 85,000 (4J;.;OOO plus 75 pe~cent of &:l,OOO), regardless of the holder! s 
age. 

(2) East Berlin claims. 

Losses that occurred in East Berlin are at present compensable only 
if the oWner resided in West Germany (including .. West Berlin) at some time 
during the Nazi era. The draft

I 

law would extend this to cases where the 
owner or his successor residedlat some time during that era in a country 
,vith which the FRG maintains diplomatic relations.' This is intended to 
cover primarily those caseswh~re the owner had resided in East. Berlin and 
emigrated to a, non-Gerrnan country. 

() R~-opening of filing! period. 

Article 5 of the BRUEn add the action taken by the Finance Ministry 
thereunder extended the Militdry Government legislation by admitting claims 
for property confiscated outs~de,Germany and brought in bulk to West Germany 
or Berlin., This covered prim&rHy furniture and· otherh0u:s8hold effects 
taken from 70,000 Jewish owne~s in France, Belgium and Holland in the so
called "Aktion Mil and jewelry/taken in these countries ahd in Eastern Europe 
from such owners. Statistical reports of the Nazi organizations involved 
show that about 80 percent Of/theSe categories'of property were shipped in 
trainloads to West Germany or Berlin. Accordingly, the FRG is allowing 
claims for such property tb the extent of 80 percent of the value of the,

• I . " 
conf~scated property. For the benefit of those who were unaware of the 
statistical evidence and thusl failed to file or withdrew claims, the draft 
law would, in effect, re-open the filing period and establish a hardship 
fund of 1DM hoo million to Caler these late claims. 

(h) Procedural amendments. 

The procedural amendmenJs are beneficial to the claimants, with the 
exception of those found in Article I of the draft law at Nos. 2 and 17, 
providing for the dismissal 6f claims and the cancellation.of awards upon 
a finding of the court that the claimant, intentionally or grossly 
negligently, made false or misleading statements in support of his claim9 

I 
I 
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I 
We share the German view that such a provlslonis desirable to protect

I 

the German authorities against fraud. Since ,the court of last resort 
is an international. court, we wpuld not be afraid of this provision 
being unreasonably applied by the courts. Somewhat similar provisions 
were embodied in the Federal Co/npel).sation Law without an objection of the 
three ·Governments. I . '. 

II].

I 
According to the Finance Ministr.y, the three proposals listed above 

. j as (1), (2) am (:3) would involve an expenditure of approximately 
DH 350 million, DM 50 million clnd DM 400 million, respectively, a total 
of DM 800 million. '. ./ 

The Ministry estimates· the. total amount of awards made and to be 
1 made under the BRUEG (not incl~ding the two new categories described
I above as (2) and (3)) at DM 3.2 billion and estimates the total payments 
~ made thereon in the past and to be made thereon under the draft law at 
\ DM 2.9 billion (or about 90 pe~cent of the total amount of the awardsh 

of which DM·l.6 billion had been paid by the end of 1962 .. . .'. .' .' I '. 
If· the rate of payment we're raised to 100 percent on all awards the 

.: additional expenditure would dmount to DM )00 million, according :to the 
.; Ministry1s estimates (namely, /the difference between DM 3 .. 2 and 2.9 billion). 

I .This is a relatively small amount vIDen compared with the total expenditure 
. of the restitution and compen~ation programs for the persecuteesof Nazism,\ I.• now estimated at approrimately DM .24 billion .. 

The.Embassy, having eXamibedlv;i..th the Finance Ministry the basis f9r 
its estimates, is inclined tol thil1k: that at the present stage reliable 
estimates are hardly possible. and that. the final figures. could possibly 
be substantially lower than the Hinistry's estimates. 

IV. 

We believe that , as far as the United States Government is concerned, 
the sole question that arises is . .... I . 

whether a partial payment of the BRUEG awards' 
as proposed iI;lthe draft law is satisfactory, 

I 
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or whether full payment should be requested in 
view of the commitment given by the FRG (Settle
ment Convention, Chapter Three, Article 4) or 
should be suggested as desirable. 

As far as this question arises under the Settlement Convention, it 
presents a problem of some difficulty, in vie'VJ of the following circum
stances. 

In the Convention, the Federal Republic undertook to pay the awards 
against the Reich made or to be made under ~ restitution legislation of 
the Military Governments. It was agreed that this obligation of the FRG 
to the Three Powers would be considered satisfied when the Federal Republic 
should have paid a total of DM 105 billion ~ ~ awards. 

When, in 1956, the Federal Government submitted to the three Embassies 
a draft of the BRUE0, it appeared that the Federal Government had added 
various categories of claims to those falling under the Military Govern
ment restitution legislation and that it desired to bring these new 
categories under the ceiling of DM 1.5 billion. There was no way of 
predicting whether the amount of DM loS billion would be sufficient to 
cover in full both 'the old categories and the new categories. This created 
a somewhat puzzling problem. The solution finally adopted by the three 
Governments as a result of a suggestion of this Embassy was that the three 
Governments agreed to the inclusion of three of the new categories under 
the ceiling of DM 1.5 billion and reserved' their position as to the other 
new categories of claims (see Note Verbale of this .Embassy to the Foreign 
Office of July 2, 1956). The underlying thought was thst.'the three Govern
ments would wait to see whether the DM 105 billion would be sufficient to 
pay all claims in full. 

Further large categories of claims were brought under the BRUID when 
the Bundestag added to that Lmv what is now its Article 5 and when the 
Finance }tinistry administered this Article in a broad and liberal mannero 
1Vhat this Article 5 does ha:sbeen described in part IIO) above. Hhereas 
the !1ilitary Government restitution legislation had been limited to 
identifiable prope rty confiscated in the territory of one of the three 
Western Zones of Germany or Berlin and to properties which had been con-' 
fiscated outside Germany and could be identified as having been brought 
into one of the Western Zones or Berlin, Arti cle 5 as applied by the 
Finance Ministry admitted claims in all those cases where no evidence 
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existed to show that the specific property of the claimant had been 
brought to West Germany or Berlin but where Nazi records showed that 
approximately 80 percent of this category of property had been shipped 
in bulk to ~vest Germany or Berlin. This Article 5 hecame a case of the 
proverbial tail wagging the dog. According to the Ministry's estimate" 
it resulted in almost doubling the amount of the awards under the BRUEG 
(see Embassy's A-1283, April 18, .1962). 

No records are maintained that would show how much has been and will 
be paid on the old claims and how· much on the new categories' of claims 
admitted by the BRUEG. ConsequenUy, the Federal Government can state today 
merely that it has so far paid 1 ..6 billion on all awards made under the 
B~UEG, but it cannot state how much it has paid or how much it will pay on. 
t:ii:eawards made under the IvIilitar, Government restituti on legis lation. 
If the matter \\Jere considered strictly legally; it would seem to follow 
that the FRG could not invoke the ceiling of DM 1.5 billion provided for 
in the Settlement Convention and that it is thus legally committed to pay 
the awards in full, since it cannot show that it has paid or ~ull pay 
DM 1.5 billion on the awards covered by Article 4 of Chapter Three. .

\ 
It seems evident that the matter should not be considered 'solely on 

such a narrow legal basis. In greatly broadening the scope o'f admissible 
claims, the Federal Republic has taken action welcomed by all those who 
favoraliberal restitution policy.. It should not penalized for such 
action. This thought would militate against holding the FRG to the letter 
of its commitment. 

. On the other hand, we think the FRG could hardly be allowed to take 
the position that by paying more than DM 1.5 billion under a greatly

! 	broadened restitution law it necessarily discharged its obligation. . Such 

a position would not only appear legally unsound but also inequitable, 

considering that the ceiling of Dl'1 1.5 billion was agreed at a time when
/ 
the financial. capacity of the FRG was much inferior to what jt is today, 
and that this gro1,rth in financial capacity "Jas no doubt. one of the factors 
1,Jhich induced the FRG to greatly liberalize ~e scope of admissible claims. 

It would seem to follow that the provisions of the Settlement Conven
tion as to the scope of the FRG's obligation in this matter have lost much 
of their validity in view of subsequent developments, and that the scope 
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of the FRG's obligation should be re-considered on t.he basis of sub

sequent legis.lative developments, the present financial capacity of the 

FRG, and other pertinent factors. 


It would be difficult to enter into such a re-consideration at 

this time since the processing of claims is far from complete and there

fore the amount payable ultimately by the FRG under the BRUEG or under 

its present proposals cannot yet be ascertained. The estimates of 

DM 3.• 2 billion and DM 2.9 billiOn (see part II above) may well turn 

out to be 10 percent too high, and such ten percent would about equal 

the amount of DM 300 million lrJhich, according to the Federal Government, 

is beyond the. financial capacity of the FRG. 


In this connection it is observed that, just as the BRUEG did in 

1956/57, the 'present law would again broaden the scope of admissible. 

claims (see items (2) and (3) in part II above), at an estimated cost 


. of DM 50 million plus DM 400 million. .It is not easy to harmonize with 
. these new cormnitments the statement that it would go beyond the. financial 
capacity of the Federal Republic to pay the balance of DM300 million 
necessary in order to satisfy the BRUEG·awards in full. While we under
stand that the. Claims Conference believes that the clailTS described in 
part II(3) above (hardship fund of DM 400 million) are more urgent than 
the payment of the balance of the BRUEG awards (DM 300 million), a 
representative of the Council of Jews from Germany, who called on the 
Emb as sy, urged that it would be equitable to pay fully those claims 
formally admittep and assessed long ago Under the BRUEG and to admit new 
categories of claims only as far as the financial capacity of the FRG 
permits. 

v. 

The Embassy recommends that the three Governments adopt a procedure 
'l-mich makes it unnecessary for them at this time to determine the diffi 
cult question whether the draft law is .in harmony with the obligation 
undertaken by the FRG in the Settlement Convention. The attached draft 
has been prepared as a proposal of such a procedure. By way of explanation, 
we would like to add the following: . 

The I!lmbassy understands that the proposal of partial payment· embodied 
in the draft law might ultimately not constitute the final word of the 
German side in this matter. It seems' that there are many on the German 
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side, both in the Ministries and 'in the Restitution Committee of the 
Bundestag, who favor full payment of the awards~ We understand that 
the predecessor of the present Finance Minister told at least some 
representatives of persecutee organizations that he favored this solu
tion. There is reason to believe that his successor might not object 
to such a solution U desired by the legislative bodies. The Embassy , 
is inclined to think that the Federal Government might welcome a reply 
such as proposed since it would permit the submission of the draft law 
to the Cabinet and to the legislative bodies without a possibly time
consuming discussion of the i problems arising under the Convention. ,If 
the proposed reply is made, the three Embassies would continue 'to observe 
the progress of this legislation and would resume the considerati6nof 
this matter and its discussion with ~reign OffICe if and When the 
ReS'titution COmmiUee of the Buii:'CieStagshould deoid,e agaInstfull payment 
of the awards. ' --'--

In considering the political desirability of full payment it should 
be borne in mind that the formal awards issued under the BRUEG state that 
a certain amount is owed to the holder (to wit, owed by the former Reich). 
A denial of full payment of these formal awards is likely to create bitter
ness among the large group of holders of awards. Those who are hostile 
to the FRG and who try to belittle its efforts in the restitution field 
are likely to seize upon such action as an instrument 0£propaganda. 

The 'IJ.mbassy believes that a reply along the'lines proposed 'should 
not mention the claims of charitable organizations. A statement that 
flat least" these claims should be paid in full would weaken the primary 
suggestion, to wit, that all awards be paid in full •. If the Restitution 
Committee of the Bundestag should not accept this suggestion, the con
templated further discussion of the draft law with the,Foreign O'ffice 
would then afford sufficient opportunity to urge full payment of the 
awards held by charitable and similar organizations, as a fall-back 
position. ' 

\ 
Action recommended: The Embassy recommends that it be authorized 

to reply to the Note Verbale of the Foreign Office of March 29, 1963, 
along tl},e lines of the attached draft. The Embassy would not avail 
itself of this authorization unless substantially identical action by 
the British and French Embassies has been assured. If no agreement could 
be reached between the three Embassies, the Embassy would report further 

\ to the Department. 
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This report has been prepared under pressure of time in view of 
. the Department's wish .to discuss this matter with ¥~. Fer~ncz prior 
to hi9 departure for Bonn. Should the Departmeut desire further . 
information on any. point, the Embassy would be glad to provide it upon 
receipt·of the Department's request. 

For the Ambassador:· 

~~~~I Jj. 
Robert. N. Ma/{ilV\ 

First Secretary of Embassy 

Enclosure: 


Draft of Note Verbale 

to Foreign Office. 


I 
I 
I~ 
II 
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DR AFT- -  -Note Verbale 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compli
ments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of 
Germany and has the honor to refer to tile Ministry's Note Verbale of 
March 29,1963 (v 2(501)-84.21/7), transmitting a draft of a Third 
Law for the Amendment of the Federal Restitution Law with an Explanatory 
Statement (uBegruendungl!). 

As the Government of the United States understands it, this draft 
has been submitted to it in view of the obligation undertaken by the 
Federal Republic in Article 4 of Chapter Three of tile Settlement Con
vention. The question whether this obligation can be ~atisfied by a 
partial payment of the awards made under the Federal Restitution,Law 
presents a problem of some difficulty since the Federal Restitution 
Law covers a broader range of claims than the judgments and awards 
described in the Convention and since it seems that, in view of tile 
lack of separate statistical records, the amount paid on the judgments 
and awards described in the Convention cannot be determined. The 
Government of the United States refrains from considering this problem 

, at this time and would like to submit the following observations: 

The performance of the Federal Republic in the field of resti
tution has been a gratifying one and has been an important factor in 
restoring the standing of the German nation in the free, world. The 
United States Government believes that a solution offering less than 
full payment of the awards here involved may be harmful to the credit 
1,r,hich the Federal Republic has thus gained. It appears from the 
"Begruendung!l that the difference between such full payment and the 
proposal ,embodied in the draft law amounts to approximately 
DM 300 million, an amount relatively small v,hen compared with the 
total cost of the program of restitution and compensation for the 
victims of Nazism. It is evident that this additional payment need 
not be a charge on the current budget of the Federal Republic but 
could be made after the expiration of the three years mentioned in 
the proposed amendment of Article 32. 

The United States Government expresses the hope that the Federal 
G,overnment and the legislative bodies ,of the Federal Republic will take 
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the foregoing ooservations into account in their further considera
tions. The United States Government will continue to give this matter 
its close attention and reserves the right to revert to it if this 
should become desirable. 

Embassy of the United States of America, 
Bonn/Bad Godesberg, •••..•••.•. 
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OSO USI A NSA 

I. 	 . DEPA T~.D ~AT!il 
The draft law described in the referenced message was'~ ~tted to 

~~~::..J~~h-~he Bundesrat on June 21, 1963. At its meeting of July12, the Bundesrat 
resolved that it would raise no objection to the draft~law, 'except for 
two minor formal points. The draft law is now to be submitted to the' 
Bundestag. 

II. 

With a view.to assisting the Department in its study of the scope of 
the obligation of the Federal Republic under Settlement Convention, 

. Chapter Six, Article 5, the Embassy summarizes hereunder (1) the prin
ciples underlying the draft law, (2) the his'torical background, (3) the 
arguments of the Federal Government concerning thescop~ of the treaty 
obligation of the Federal Republic, and (4) some financial aspects of 
the problem. 

1•. Principles underlying the draft law. 

The dra . aw provides for compensation in accordance with the 
concept ofLEgu ization of Burqens as developed in earlier German~gis
lation. The major compensation principles involv~d in this conc. are: 
(1) Compensation is paid to individuals only. (2) Compensation is aid 
on a degressive scale, ranging from 100 percent to 6 1/2 percent.... 
(3) In general, compensation is based on property assessment VJiues 
established prior to the end of the war. (4) Property that s~v~the 

L-war is taken into account in the compensation formula. (5) Lo~s 
..J /~ 

/ 

FORM 
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suffered within Germany are compensated only as far as they relate to 
business property, agricultural property, real estate and a few other 
categories of property. (6) No compensation is paid for losses of cash, 
precious metals and stones, jewelry and other luxury items, w.orks of art 
and collections. 

The-draft law contains a nationality requirement and a residence 
requirement in respect of reparation losses sustained outside Germany. 
Compensation is paid only if the person who sustained such a loss was a 
German citizen or an ethnic German (expellee) at the time of such loss 
and if he or his heir resided on December .31, 1952 in West Germany orin 
a country which had recognized the Federal Government on April 1, 1956. 
There are some minor exc~ptions from the residence requirement. 

2. Historical background. 

(a) Post-World War I history. 

Article 297(i) of the Versailles Peace Treaty imposed upon Germany 
the obUgation 

rlto compensate her nationals in respect of the sale or 
retention of their property••• in Allied or Associated 
States." 

In view of the progressive depreciation of the Mark currency and the 
limited financial capacity of the Reich, Germany was unable to pay full 
compensation under this provision. It finally paid compensation on a 
degressive scale, ranging from 100 percent to .3 1/2 percent, totaling about 
3 billion Reichsmark as compared with losses totaling about 18 billion gold 
mark. As far as appears, the Allied side took the position that such action 
did not violate the treaty obligation and that the sale legal significance 
Df the treaty provision was that, as between the States concerned, the 
obligation to compensate the former-private owners rested upon Germany, 
whereas the scope of the compensation to be paid to German citizens was an 
internal German problem (see the statement of the representative of the 
Allied Reparation Agency quoted on page 3 of EMBDES 1502, May 14, 1962). 

(b) Post-World War II developments. 

The concept of an Equalization of Burdens was developed during the 
early years after the end of World War II, probably jOintly by German 
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and Military·Government experts,wilorealiz,ed that the immense losses 
suffered by German ,citizens and corporationsasa result'ofthewar could 
not nearly bec0mpens~tedi~ £uli. The term, co Ilteinpl,ated a,soCial rena.bi-U
tation program which would spread these "losses among'the German pOImlation 
as equally as feasible.' This purpose was to be acliieVed' bY'ra'ising,
through speciai levies, on property, an 'ilequalizationf'undlt from wHich 'some 
measure of compEmsation, narrowly limited by de'tBiled rules" was to be 
paid to those natural persons who had ,suffere'd property losses as a result 
of the war. ' 

The occupation authorities ·provided for such a program"in ,th~ir Con
version Law of June 27, 1948 (u.S. Military Gdverninep:ti"Law No. 63) .• 
Article 29 of tha~ taw reads, (in its published'En'glfsh t~an~lationh 

'ttA!'ticle 29 

HEqualization of Burdens 

, liThe funds required to carry through the "equa#¥za~'~o!lof' ,~ufdens 
shall be provided by means of: specia.l levies on 'property;~ ,,'the receipts 
from which shall be paid' for, this purpose toariequali¢i:1tion",fuhd ' 
outside the budget. Further p~ovisions' sheiil be'm.de in:the" German 
legislation· on equalization of.burdens to be enactediby 315;&, D(:)ceDlber 
i9ll.8',' as laid down in the preamble to the CUrreri.cy/ri1~,~''':SUchlegd.s- ' 
lationshall also prescribe,' the extent to which cbiiipensa:t.f9:ri:" shiHI 

'~s::an:dt~~:,. ;~:::~t[:::~;~:~i!~j~O~~d:;:~I;~~~f~~~r~i~:~~ft'~;~1'i 
losses (i)ccasidned £l 86ritrol,Cbuncil Law,!!e:~ '2 ~::!?i .reparations ' 
removals. It (Uhderscoriilg:added). .' " '" 

">;'.:, 

The Federal Government infet-s froin:the last sentence of Artfcle 29 tna.t· 
the Military, Governments wished to seethe compei1sa:tiori,fs>f/'r~p~at~on 
losses included in the Equalization of Burdens iegislat~6n. ':'~The,~'trilf)~s'sy 
believes that this inference is' correct.. :The;Englis,h t~ft'6.t··:tli~:s~htence _ 
may be misleading" slnce it could be read as, prescr±bing'Uspecial:It ' c'on
sideration of the 'reparation losses in the, sense th,at tli~y,sh6ula' be; 
treated more favorably than other losses. Su,ch':reaifin.g'·is ·negated "bY. the, 
German text (the' only "official texttl), reading: ." '", " 

"'i 

"Rierbei sind insbesondereVerlu.ste auf. Grund des Kontroil';' 
", ratsgesetzes Nr .5und infolge vonRepa.ratl.on~entnahmellzu.

'berticksi'chtigen.It' " , , ;, ' 
, , 

. \, ',
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and by the French text, reading: 

"Ces lois tiendront un compte particulier des pertes . 
subiespar suite de l'applicati6ndela Loi No 5 du . 
Conseil de Controle et des prel~ements au' titred'gs
~ 	 ..'

reparations." 

These texts' seem to leave no doubt that the Allied legislators inter;J.ded 
to ensure that the Equalization of. Burdens legislation would take :int:;o 
account, in particular, the reparation losses. 	 . , 

The Government draft of the Equalization 'of BurderhsLaw was' suqlnitted 
f..,' to the Bundestag on January 20, 1951, together WiththecustoritaryllBegrttn

dling" (explanatory 'statement) (Bundesta:gDocumeBtNo~ ·lBOa). TheL::!.w was 
enacted' on 'August IIi, 1952. Its compensation :provisionswere limited to, 
Expellee Damage (property losses suffered in Eastern'Europe by expelled 
Germans) and War 'PropertY,Damage (destruction of property in Germany by 
war action) and a few other minor categories.ConipeIlsationfdr all other 
categories of· losses arising from the war and 1~s.consequ:~nces was defefred 
to future legislation since the equalization. fund was' regarded as insuf';', .. 
ficient to provide compensation for such othercateg6ries •. , Article 325 of' 
the Government's draft of the .Law read as follows: 

"Article 325 

'%~servation o:f"SeparateLaws for the Compensation. of other . 
Damages, and Hards~ips resulting from· the '. Wa.rand 1 tsConsequence,s. 

"(1)'· .There is' reserved for future lawathe compensation., it ~.".' 
any,.of property damage 'suffered by 

"'1.' to.3. . .......•.....•.. . ' . ..:•.. a'a 


"4. 	 persons who lost property by the cont'tscation and 
liquidation of German external'assets and the 
d~livery of foreignexdhange assets;. 

"5. to 9. ......................... . 

II (2) ..' ...... ' ................. '.' .... .'.' .'.' ... .. .
' 

. 11(3)' ':Theid~d' '~n.d . scope .of .. thecompen$at:io~pi'ond~d. in' ari~.· 
laws enacted ..pursuant to paragraph (2;) •••a:'bove.' shall be w~thinthe 
traiiiework of ,the principles of the present.Law, unless thep~blic' 
weal or special circumstances sugge/?t some.other kind and scope of 
compensation. n (Underscoring add~d). . 
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ParagJ:.aph (1) of this Article was intended to assur~ the' groups o'f 
claimants listed therein 'that' they would receive c'ompens{i.tion unoer 
future' legislation, if financially feasible: Paragraph (3) was 
intended to assure the Ei:Pe11e~a that, in principle',~e~eother 
groups' would not receive more favorable treatment. ' The "Begrtihdung ll 

stated that more favorable' compensation might have to'be'proVided under 
intern'ational agreements with regard to German assets taken "in cer,tain 
countries" (meaning such neutrals as Switzer.l.an.d ari,d Sweden). In a 
desire to avoid raising eXpectations which the Federal Republic might 
be financially unable to fulf-ill, the Bundestag reduced tile, proposed 
Article 325 to a brief declaration which deferred to future l~gislation 
the subject of other war' and post-war losses, (Article 366 of the Equa]2iza
tion of Burdens Law;' see the Committee Report in Bundestalii;Document 3300). 

At the time of the negotiation of ·theSettlement Convent±on,there 
was thus on the record a formal and recent announcemerit of'tneFederal 
Government,to the effect that, in general, reparatipn,;Los~eswo111d, be 
compensated in accordance With Equalization of Burdens'Prindiples under 
future legislation if and.men financially feasible. '''It±snaroly con
ceivable that this announcement' could have escaped the'a~~~rit;i()il of the 
Allied High Commission, which scrutinized all German legislation and', 
observed closely' the Equalization of Burdens' program, a legislatiVe 
project of unparalleled importance. ,It is also noted that this legis
lative project was involved in the negotiation of Arlicle 6 of Chapter 
Ten of the Convention and that its then cUrrent draft: (Buridestag 

. Document No. 3300) is referred to in paragIiaph6 of that Art:i::cle. 

3. ArgUl1Bnts 'of the Federal.Government. 

The· arguments advanced by the "Federal Governmentahd its' of\t'icers 
regarding the scope'of the Federal Republic's obligation under Article 5 
of Chapter Six of the Settlement Convention may be sUlllriJarized: as 
follows: " 

a. The view taken by the Allie!'isfde' in ·the 1920'1 sregardirig 

the legal significahce of Article 291 (ij"'of ',the Versailles Peace Treaty 

is in point. , 


,b. The negfi)tiators of the Settlem~nt Convention must have 

contemplated that compensation for reparat:ion losses would be provided 

~ accordance, v;rith Equalization of Burdens prlhCiple~;"sincein 1946 

the Allied legislators had issued ,a 'directive to ,that effect (Article 29 

,of the Conversion Law) and since in 1950 the, Federal .GoVernment had 

publicly arinounced,iis intentiol'l' to .proceed, in, 'that manner' (Ar,ticle 325 

of the draft of the Equalization of BurdEms Law).' ',' 
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,INT' ':SUBJECT: ~riraft', 9f: '~~. ,se'cond'Airie~da~~r,i,.:~w 


--:::r~.R-,+":""''''-+4,:.'---:-1 F~deralC0mpensat;i:bn:g3.1(

: REF ' ~ ',." ' "" ,', 

:~' 	 .' 
'A:RMY" CI'A, 	 N:AVY' 

',)'0 r On June 21,the"Fed~ral GbVe~tke~t::sUb~~tted":~~,,t'he>,~~e~raithe
050' USIA : N5'A' 

draft of a' Seebnd, AmendatorYkw' t~ {heF~d'erai'G9ffipen:satli;;n,::,:fuaw" : 
" ',' .' '",' " , ":'~'<::,;~, , ',' <'/'

:Su l ,1J1t1' ' The draft,', l~w.'~s intende'd ,to" bring'a:b:,otit 'a,'com,p~hehs:ilvt;l," ~n9 final 
': I 	 revision Of the Federal Comoensation::Lciw' (BEG);. ,",,]:ts,teSct ,c'ons':lsts 6r' " 

106 p'roposedainen~ments,to 'the:":BEGand,6f, ~,:r;)iinb~fpi'/6ther'"p'r0Vi:~io~s. 
Most of th;ese, pr0~?ions are6~' the:1j,:be:r?,lizfri:g<~;ttid1,:j:.,~~~::the-y enlarge 
or cla.rify: ,the " '8.xfsting , law, in;fl:l.v:o:f Ot~he.persec\ite'es. ';A.' 1;81,1'. 0f ''the 
provis ion~, '~ould;solve €lid stingdoubts,ih::a'mariner: utif-avc;r~bte'to the 
per.secute;es~, ' ," """'.' ' ,; 'I,' " 

The ~bassyihas,' examined! :the' propbsal§,';ern1:loq,i'ed,in \ihe' ~raf:t :law. 
It is. not. preparing,· a 'trarislat~bp: of' .the :,yo1uin±riou:s'd,raft'la:W;',\since 

• ." ' " .' • '. ",'. ,,' " _, :".', , .' y .'. ',) .... '\'". ""~_i,, :' J- d, -' . .' 

i t~ .text'sa~o~ ',,?e .. :understo0di,~thout."c.9nst.ar).~"Te'.ferep:~e~p'0tinet ,:texts . 
The genera1:scope )tz:id c0r).tent§',t?£:.'the:dr@'t:,la:t'!., Iilay:oe:::gc:ithe:rl,e'dfrorn ,the 

" .. intro'd1,l;c't9ry' sta,t~'mentOf: ·the,';i!~.egIi¢hd\riig~il.~::s.:tlpm~:f;~e9-i::\by::'th~VF,e,deI:,a) . 
... Goverrrrrierit,:'~o. 'the,:~BUridesrat..: .': IThe'.'ff01f6~ng.il,i!~/·a;,t;~~§5l,;ati;pi1\Qf' t.pis' 

i:tr7ue~:Y.';4:2~~:::~Lb6~ens~ti?~:.~~~{t~.;:~ie~~t~gFitsr1~~ ..~d .'. 

, t s ..,tit..bYtl'L~, ·law..of Jun~ ..29.,;, 19i56'·kIJGB,~"i,.J",,' 'P."\$~J,,.;y. ~.he. ,J;"l 
Bflen.'?at9,fY; /.P:.'~.'~: to the.'·:':.~E9.: ,o.:.'~· ~tJ1f;.;~Y:.::.... ~'~.':; ..'.;:¥~?7;:/(.,.~~B~.;,~~.~?!.t.J./j.',.:pI:h>p.'q~.~,)":,m.~.t.·f3. ...

~xten~ed' .th7:'·PdiI'l;g . date,;:rE)~<c]:la~rns..:(1\:~l cIT:~:i~~9"Jr'paI!a~:;:i'!:I?h,.;);):,fr ,' . 
April1".19~T'.to. 'Apri11,,:'!t95,8';,' :. , . :~" . .'{ii" . ,:';'1' '" ,;;' '::"c.:..,. '-:-

'. ',nBiD~;ce~er 31, 1962,,: a,:tbt'ai.o\{"3.~1:j:o,~'~o '~'aJi~ci,::~~'':~e~ 

file{tt,}ijld~,t:~~feBEG, of mieh 2·,S7o-,6~,,'had'. Jb~en ·::I{~·t:t-q:,e'(fb~hls , 

da,t'E!~;.' Tn;U:~"~ab9V!:~h8~[gerc'ElIlt ;oftiieiB~~'\'Cl~~ins~¥:a:'/ge~~:f~f~o~ff1 


L '",;,,';,," '. ," '.',,: . ' . :. ' ",' ~'. .,(,',~, "I:' <:;~: /, . .J 

- ,. ~ , ' .,~ 	 ;i ' ,,,,,,,;,,., , 

FORM' . ", "'~ • ;,!."', 	 ' ;:" , ;: F0R'~P:(ij0~Ly 
'....&.2 DS~~23, 	 ' ,.~, .• Oil! 

, : Cle'lratices: 

". ; ~~" ~','j" -'~ 

," -

; t1f2:;IIq~;~~Elb/Ji){'~' .. " ~:' .::,'.",;: ... "'. 

342920 


http:April1".19~T'.to
mailto:c0r).tent�',t?�:.'the:dr@'t:,la:t


'1 •• , 

.1,' 

, ' 

, , ' 

.'.' 

UNCLASSIFIED' 
, - ',' 

, 
" 



! 

.' .. 

" . 

.. uNCLASSIFIED Page· 3, 
k,±105,July +5', 1963 . 

" :E.F:om :Arrierri:bassy BONN 

LRevi'sion of the amounts' of annui,ties~d: ~c6'ni~cted, amounts. 

2. FaCilitating "proof in prpceedings :,cOii'9.erning'::~ru.na;geto health. . -	 , ' ,- ,,' - ",-. " 

3. 	 LiQeralization with regaFd to loss: of l li:oE3rti:sU:stained in 
. Hungary ,Bulgaria and Rumania. . . 

4~ , Revision of the pr:orisionsconce~ri:i.ng.'aimhi£i~s for del'lendents 
iri ca~eso:r 16s~f or e'mploynient:- . "'. ' " . 

5.~ .:rnc:reased compensation forpers6ris' da~ged,:in.:their edu.Cation~ 

6~, .. Grant~ng the equivale~t .dfhea~'t.h·in~~:~~!:tc,e·:&6::;persons, 
... ' receiVing ,annu;.ttiesUnder the BEG~~" '.' "',',: , . 

, -.,.-.;, 

'., 

8.1ieopenirtg ofi::lecisi-ons o:t: the c~ourts ·a~d ::adnrlili~t:ra;t.ive 
'agenC:re,s with a vie~to har,rilonizing :tli~.in::Wftl'i;·~~];~t.e·r-'ana 
m.ore$iberal· ~dmiriisti:ativeahd·::·judicf~i:iHiIQ;ragsC.;· , 

9.;. "fIardsh~p :provis:tons'fort~~ 'qenef£~' 01: ',:gr9u;sY~~':,;p~~s~c~tees
.whb 0:0 h.ot .satisfy the residence'··requ:i;r~mEint;§,,~or.':thekey..' . 
date conditions of. thela,w~ ' .. 

.... , ,.', ~:.. \'" -:, ,,:., , ': 

·10::.:. i J;AberaAi2j,atiorr of the proVl,siorl?':;tor the, '13¥ri~$~~ '6i:~;pe+s()ns . 
. ;"pers~eeut¢d .for' re'a~on" of .iheirnat5!ohai:ttY:;:.a$~~:i'ar.\,as they 

rf?late ',to perriiaBeri~i:lamage·_to.hi~~~th~ ":::\:;:: .';,' 

.11'5 ':, The,additi'o~al' b~nefits:proVide(ft~;~in :tB~" .d;r.~it ..%~~~':: :Cbhstit1:lte 
a voluntary:aC'tion on.' the part of .the 'Feaerati'on:,aricf· the':La~'nder :since, 
already' ip:; the·BElG,. :;oche. FedeF,a;t'Repu'\)l:Lc ....~~..~;t::b~y:0n~'."'.th~:i:~~~¥g~~jJ~r{s1:lrlder
taken by;Lt:iii,theIli)rael A:greenient;iri:the')~?,glle. Pr:~t0c,9,fr~o(.: 'l'¢f : ", '.' 
September 1952' arid ·in: :the S'ettlernei1t,. Convention.,;. The Federai'Q,ov.ernment 

.and: the ,4i,ei1dE,lf,Qoyerlurents . have,beElng~i(l'ed·:;'bY·£he:"\hough;tf;:;t;ita;£',~ib~y;i:md· 
the sa.t,:i:sfact10;n.6i.::purely 1:egal' obliga'tions} 'Pl$Y ;sh.6iild.:'tW;'forge!leral 
moral aBd humamtanan reasbns, to briBg the iBdemriificatioB '. of victims of 
National, So'c,ia!l:'i~t, p~rsecution' to. a f~ir and J.ii~t 'c,onciu's{o~,.';1 , " 

The' conte'~t~6fi~h~ draft raw have; i5eendiscu~§~d::by,th~:·:"Fe:de~'al.Minls,try 
of Finance. ~th':repr~f?Eni~~tives of'the,9~ai~:Con,fei;~~,ce,~:/Tl1e<:,~~?;ssY~iU$de~,~· 
s:f:,ands' tnattl;i,ese ..di#1is#ons will be 'restimed·inS~PJi~tnbE3i:~_.. "", .:" " ':" 

-~ , 

~ 7:, 

. " 

, ",~: ~ ~ ;-.;.:, 
,,", -: 
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ON NOV 8, PRESIDENT NAHUM GOLDMAN HAD .TALKS·WITHCHANCELLOR 
ERHARD, FEDERAL FINANCE. MINIstER DAHtGRtJNAND .0Tt:lER 'R~DERAL 
OFFICIALS RE LEGISLATION NOW PENDIN{3BEFORE·BUNDESTAG ON 
RESTITUTION AND COMP·ENSATIONFOR· vtCTIMSOF: NAZI PERSECuTION. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS', TALKS WE·RE. VERY FRIENDLY • GERMANS 
ARE REPORTED TO HAVE APPROACHED PROBLEM IN SPIRIT OF· POLICY 
STATEMENT MADE BY .CHANCELLOR ERHARD ON ASSUMING OFFICE THAT.. 
REPARATION NATIONAL-SOCIALIST WRONGS" IS.A "BINaING6BLIGATION~ . 
ON G.E.RM AN Y.' .'. ". . . 

PAGE.2 RUFKC1346 UNCLAS·. 

BILLS ON RESTITUTION AND COMPENSATION 
IN BUNDESTAG, ON NOV 14. IF ADOPTED AS 
AN ESTIMATED .4 BILL10N OM IN. ADDITION 
UNDER EXISTING·~l:EGISLATION. . MC'GHEE J 
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Miss Marian Nash 
L/EUR 

Department of State 
Ivashington 25, D.C. 

ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

American Embassy 
Vienna IX, Austria 

; ., 
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1:1
:1 
~,
1.1 
i, 

June 26, 1962 

OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

~ 
Dear Miss Nash: ~. 

iUpon receipt of your letter of June 15, I checked with 
Dr. Georg Weist office. I was informed that b~t~e 
Abgeltungsfond, ~the Hilfsfond have no reco~~:_~aving 
received appli~ions from either Mr. Paul Greenhood,or 

, Mr. Bernard Scnwarz. , 

It is possible that their applications were misdirected 

or lost. ' I do know that the Abgeltungsfond has been prompt 

, . '"'... 

in paying claims. I suggest that Mr. Schwarz and Mr. Greenhood 

file their applications again before August 31~ 1962, and that ~-,' 

. , 


they send them by registered mail. . ' .....'-' £ 
Sincerely yours, 
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AMERICAN LEGATION 

Vien~a, Austria, June 25, 1948. 

• 
Mrs. Charlotte saxJ-" 

332 Benefit street, 
providence 3, Rhode Island. rn 

Mad8.m: 

I acknowledge receipt of' your letter of 
June le, 1948, .concerning the etatus of your 
bank acoounts with the Laenderbank Vienna and 
certain securities which it appears that the .. 
bank is holding for you. 

o 
It is unfortunate, but as yet no law or I 

regulation exists under which you can claim > 
oompensation for the amounts which were con ;0 
fiscated by the German Government for Reichs r 
Flight Tax or Jewish Expiation Fee. If and o 
whan such legislation is enacted you will be -I 
informed. ~ 

rn 
The amount of your deposit with the Laen ........ 

derbank has necessarily been reduoed according rn 
to the currency laws enacted by the Austrian I 
Government. The Austrian Government in enacting 1\) 
these laws was exercising its normal functions .01 
in protecting the national currency. Persons ~ 
resident in the country or having property in tn 
the country are expected to be subject to such 
provisions. currency laws constitute a basis 
for oarrying on trade and economic transactions 
in a oountry and exceptions. to certain foreign 
nationals which would amount to the granting of 
disoriminatory extraterritorial rights or pri 
vileges would constitute a serious limitation 
on the responsibilities and flllctions of a 
sovereign government. ~)j 

Inasmuoh 
o 
:;rn.' 
";:J'.'< 

t·",,:, 
tZl ··. , 
".. " 
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- 2 

Inasmuch as no rate of exchange is in existance 
between the United states and Austria there is no 
way that any of the money can be transferred to the 

... , united states at this time. Should this situation 
Chang~~.;r -w,1'B::"be" pleas~d to inform you. 

, " :;, 

'..'~ .:. " 

Very truly yours, 

, "', ..... " 

.. ;" 
'.'" J. "... ' Ben D~ Kimpel

American Vice consul
", ;. 

~ ".:.' 

-.: .'.j' 
;. ~',~ 

•••,1:" 

'1; , 
.~. . 
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Cop 7-.

V1erina, Aus,tr:1a t June:' 18, l:94:p:. 

- - . 

,alliPfl~;'S}~11g::l~;{,~t:;f~"~t ...' 

, ",: ", 

refer~ i~a;~t}~~;~~~~fk~;~~~~~~t~_ -l~~;~#~' 

.' t 

J 

-j 
l 

. aacerta1n. from ·Jtlie':~F~ina'nzlandesClt~ekt1on "tu. ··VJ;1:en!, .. N1eder,~ 
I' 
V 	 oesterrel()h:UI1~)l~f~~.n:i~li~the. f~1:1,~9~~:·:qr·:'~;t~:~~:~~1'~1;.
~'l 

" 	 Tax Wl:lch .y:QU, h~d7;:;t,p.l<pay.a,n4· \1{i'~l, t~Il>~:r1p'g: ..:~JiE:t'~fil:~.~,f.',:r ·tQ . 
theat·tant1'oli· ·,~f.:.~.theV:~us"tr:1;an'F'$cre:r8li·:~::.rlla,nf:i!f:t"'; }~:tor, ,pro.~·e:-rt·· ,

i ' , 


,) 

..~a~e_Ji~::J~:;t~t~~~1lo;~:::~:j]f'-t-t~:;~:,~:~··•.·:;~,:t1-~ 

. tut1i9nf;'{.~,~!:f~~a's.;,~nq~~~~;iyet::,-:~.ecome" ,ei:t~¢~ive:'~P'4:" ~~i,I;-~m~} ~'~pa;t
f orm,$il~~·wh1.~cli?i'(jl'8.1m.ante·; ewtl·lliaw· tottle>'tn:e~1ir :.1~ndifNidual· 
olaim.: ,li;~~~.:;:9~':,~,d~~.. •. •. .•.:r.,.~:'1~'~d' ,by :r,1;tllre' 'I~;gisia~F~~:.; ·,T"' • .~.·.~ '~.;,r.",:!;-;e,'.',:,:.:, 	 .. "" 

;,-.' 	 Very truly' jO;~iI'" 
' .. ;,. 

.;Ltlur~,*Oe'·'C< l;~~#lC:~;, '. ' 
Elro~o:8"u~e:: qQns,ul,. g~n~~al,;"ot'~th;e:~;j8ht\t~d.': ;Sitftes,

• '.... .' " '. : ',". ~ t . . \' .' _"-' ~, • , ". 

As s:,ta~~:~'~ 
. '~ , , 	 __,'__ ·~~,_;O~c~~Ei;n]I~(iA;l.:,::.. :~;~: __ ~c ,>~~_~ ~ ,-,. 
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GEORGE A. SCHMIEDIGEN 

... ATTORNEY AT LAW 


1204 P AJ,M);;'J'TO BLDG. 

COLu.r.mIA, S. C. 


POST OFFICE Box 987 February 10, 1950 

'COLUMBIA, S. C. 


'l'ELEPHONE 2-8697 


',') ::,
.C 

,·t' 

Department of State ,.,,-- 
Division of Financial Affairs _",:_,:;,,,-c'''-''''''·'·i''··~ • 
Washington 25, D.P.. i ;:"-" '--,'r~ -~1-1r(k'>l' : ~ ~ 

If) ... r '{;>. "" ~_"',I&>o .. 
.--''-., ~('.~,., "r! ,.... .., I ~ .,~".b~ ~ 

G;'ntlemen: Yb ;),/ ;I~.5'~~",,,ifr~T~~ 
Kindly be informed that,Mrs Charlotte S. ied on 

December 24, '1949 and that, her son Dr. l.!:rwin J. Sa 'was. appointed 
trustee of her estate, on January 24, 1950 by the Probate Court of rthe S:tiate, of Rhode Island. We are acting as attorney-in-fact on 
behalf of the estate. ' \0 

~'~' 0. , ., 
From the documents found iuthe estate, it appears that: f;: 'I~': , " ' I,):.'" 
1. before Ivirs Saxl departure from Austria ill 1938,. the 'l. 1, ""

-0 

Nazi Government has ,confiscated from her property the V"\l S 
amount of, RM 25,270.95 by assessing Reich Flight Tax . - ....f 
in the amount of RM22,IIS2 plus Jewish Expiation Fee ' -I' 

~, 818,95 for costs, whic~ amount was pa:id in six rh 
~nsta1ments between March 17, 1959 and January 51, 1940. w

It) 
rn

2 ~ The Austrian Government has confiscated after 1:;)46, (f)
part of litrs Saxl (an American Citizen) deposit with -I 
the Landerbank-Wien, Austria. ~, 

We would appreciate you informing us whether anYInternationa~-
agreement was reached or any law or regulations were enacted by which " 
the estate could claim,compensation for. the property confiscated, and what\) 
procedure would be, adv~sable to follow ~n oider to recover the damage I 
suffered. 

.-.- I 'I)
,( I ,(, \ [ii ','; ,'1
l.A'tt... ) . ,.\j' .' iii ,) l/, 1 0 

\ ,'I .9 . re Lv ;).!,j t<'to-."". It is our understanding that in accordance with t'he recogniz~~;: 
" ... ~ \ '. !J.l.Q.).: ........ 1\ principles of' International Law, any confiscation of proper.ty belonging r~G' 
,',,!./I. to an .American Citizen by a foreign GoverIiment is an injury to the U.S. t~ >( 

Government which entitles the U.S. Government to claim compensation from~~ "
the Foreign Power on behalf of its nationals. The Department of State on~~ ~ 
numerous occasions took the positio~ that the Amer~can 'N:~ti<;~a1 who 'I~ '>l 
suffered damage to property on terr~tory of a fore~gn countr.y, should ~f ' 
rece,ive compensation for his damage.• (See the Polish-Amerjparl::lv.rixed '''''' , 
Commission to be established for the, determination of co.~pe~tion for ~-.~. "~ OL4'033 American owner.a, of enterprises taken over pursuant to th8~ Pohsh...." '/,:}".f. 
Industries Nationalization act of January 27, 1946, Dep~ment of 'St:..ate·t~'l ' '\ 
Bulletin, vol 16 (1947); treaty of peace with Rumania art.23 and 24, 1t.a~,*,\.5 
and Finland (economic clauses) with Hungary art. 56, Department of St·at~i;.,,, ' 

.~ 
\A 
"=!. 

http:proper.ty
http:25,270.95


1204 PAf,METTO BLDG: 
CoLUMBIA, S. C. 


POST OFFICE Box 987 

COLUMBI,\, S. C. 


'l'ELEPHONE 2-8697 

GEORGE A.. SCHMIEDIGEN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

~: 
1~:X~ 

February 10, 1950 '=1!a:l¥mXllC~ft:XOO8OCX 

- 2 

Department of state Division of Financial Affairs 

publication 2745.) 

We would great;Ly appreciate you informing. us as to what 
steps would be advisable for the estate to take .in order to receive 
compensation from the Austrian Govermnent for the damage caused to 
the deceased Charlotte Saxl by confiscating her account with the' 
~nderbank-Wien, and RM 25,270,95 

We have also found evidence that the deceased Charlotte 
Saxl had in deposit with the Landerbank the following securities: 

. Pounds 200.- 41/2 (71/2%) H~ngarian Volkerbund Anl. 1924 
engl.Tranchej K 12,000.- 4 1/2% Bosn. Eisenbahn Anl. 1902, St. 125 
Gal. Karpathen Stocks a Zl. 100.- St. 24 Sudbahn Kupons and Kupons 
to 200 pounds.- 4 1/2% Hungarian Volkerbund Anl. 1924 from 1.2.39 
1.8.1941. 

We would appreciate you ::informing us as to the proper action 
to be taken in order to recover the securities from Austria and compen
sation from Yougoslavia, Hunga:b;':and Ohechoslovakia. 

~cerelyl* 


e ge A. Schm~edigen 

----~,--' 
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HARVARD, MA,~;3~::!{,;;S'lTl'f, 
,f
/ 

f . 
, ') 

J January 17, 1962 

The Secretary of State 

Department of State 

Washin~ton25, D. C. 


Att: 	Mr. Edward, G. Misey 
Deputy Assistant Legal Adviser 

Ref: 	LIC 263.1141 Saxl, 
Charlotte/11-861 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you for your letter of December' 7, 1961., 

As suggested in the last paragraph of your 

,letter, we would appreciate it if you will kindly 


return to the unde~signed the documents filed by 


Mr. Schmiedigen in 1950 in behalf of the Charlotte 

Saxl estate. 


This request in no way vitiates any possibie 

call for aid in this matter which we may direct to 
the Department of State. 

Thanking you in advance for your co-operation, 

lam, 
Sincerely yours, 

,t/h~'J/A!;Cc
/ 	 ' 

",Dr. Erwin J. Saxl 
/' Executor 

Charlotte Saxl Estate 

EJS:cr 

0
,g 4'la8~'i\1 

" 

1\ Iq \(')J 
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