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i FROM  :  American Embassy, VIENNA 406;‘&
T0 . THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. WASHINGTON. - Novembex; i’ 1961
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SUBJECT: Gfaimof Chérloﬁte S?f ' , L o
: The En‘ba.sg/ﬂas received a 1etter dated October 27, 1961 from: o

1

?g Dr. Erwin J.. Sdxl of Harvard, Massachusetts, executor of the estate

z . ‘ of his mother, Charlotte Saxl. Mr. Saxl stated that on December 30,

H 1950, he wrote to.the Deparbment of State requestlng its assistahce

};1 ‘ in furthering his deceased mother's claims against the Austrien -

s Government for injiuries sufféred as a result. of religicus persecu’cion.
| According to Mr. Saxl, he has not received a reply from the Department.,
Nor has he appa.rently taken any addltional steps to press his cla.im

The Embassy s files conta:m no’ record of a. claim by Mr. Sa:xl
No. inquiry has ‘been made by the Embassy of the Austrian Government to
see if a.nyone has evar filed -any cla:un on §a;;1's behalf because of
data.. In the E‘mbassy 8 opinien, Mr. Saxl might hope to satisfy sgme
of the claims listed under paragraphs 16 .and 19 of the affidant ‘

attached to his letter by applying to the Abgeltuggsfend ($6 m:l.llion
fund) before Sep'bember, 1962 L ‘ . R

Mr, Sa.xl's létter and supporting docmnen‘bs a:ce transmz.tted ds
enclosures for appropriate disposition.

For the Cha.rge d"Affa.i

Enclosure 3 ‘“ T

adf' interim:

. B D i <
1. Letter dated Oct. 27, 1961 counsefgﬁ o?vEggassy'for
a-nd attacments to tha.t Poll'bic&l Affairs
1etter coflsisting of photostat . B
L of ‘letter dated Dec. 30, 1950 . o
and photostat of undated affidavit gg,‘ .
mm@é&m/aj_ g UNCMSSIFIED : o "LEG‘ZED ADVISER
FoRrM_ . REPORTER ‘ j o ) L . ( Gr‘/—i;l. .
o-01 FS5-439 l For Department Use Only - To be Fxlled In on Yellow 0_&10&1 ONLYl OV 2 D 19b1_/ﬂ
fAacTion o ACTION - = 7}
ASSIGNED TO - ) TAKEN . . o DART I'T._E I {
mmc OF OFFICER ) S DATE OF . mazcnous\ S i -
:a;ormcz SYMBOL, ' ) , ACTION TO RMIR )
\»/?

}/
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re: Restitution of the Estate of the late Charéotte Saxl -

My dear Mr. Ambassador:

I must ask for your help and advice in the follow—
=L ing matter. I am the executor of the estate of my -
e deceased Mother, Charlotte Saxl, originally from V1enna
Austria. She immigrated “into: the United States under
~duress in 1938 and became a United States citizen She
died in 1949, : :

As executor of her estate, I caused a claim-to
be filed, as per enclosure. This was against the
Republic of Austria and we requested at that time its
espousal by our Department of State.

While I realize, of course, that legal work of
such nature may take a year or two, it is beyond fhy
understanding that a claim filed on December 30, 1950
has not been acted upon by the Austrian authorities S
as of October 1961.

Perhaps there are some steps that can be taken
to bring this matter at long last to a successful con-
cluggon, I also feel that there mgy be a political
course of action indicated (thisa§eing a rather politi-
cal matter).

I would be immensely grateful if in your over-
crowded schedule and in our anxious times, you will
find a possibility of having this matter checked into
as quickly as possible by your legal department and
inform me of what I am to do, if I am to do anything.

I am,
Sincerely yours,

Som S JIAC .

Dr. Erwin J. Saxl
Executor of the Estate of
the late Charlotte, Saxl

Unlted"Sfafes Embassy
Vienna, Austria

342931
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Attentien: legal Adviser'n Office
Bet Retate of Charlotte Sexl

¥r, Seeretary:

ve Depublic of Austria

The undersigned bave been empewered by Dy, Rrwin
Jeseph 8ol of Haxrvard, m.,momdtbuhuw

Baxl %o preseut the claim of the said
of Mustria, and t0 seek ths espousal of
Department of ate.

te sgainst ths RBepudlix
alais by the

Exslosed herewith please find a cesprehenslve
affidaviy in duplicate ofmmammuumm

perdinent fasts and supporting documents.

xmmuhummmm;«mm
the enslosed alain amd affidavit im viev thad there may De as yot
uniisesvered doounenis and ethsr evidense whish would msierially

mmmumm

mmummmmmnw

Tashisgton sddress,

Assuring you o my cospersiion herein, I am

Wm.

Geerge A, Bohmiedigen

342982 T
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ssouritiss shich seourities were derived ky inheritanse fxom the estate of

|| photestatic sopy and awthentis english translation stiached hereto amd
* || sarked exibit 3,

.42 the United States,

exiddt 4, 5, 6, T and 8, |

V|| esidAS 95 ses adso exidit 4, § amd 8,

Dr. ERWIH JOGEPH SAXL of Barvard, Mass beeing duly swowm,
dsposes amd say: ‘

1. Thet he is the som of the late Gharlotto Sexl and ezssutor of
the estate Charlotte Sexl and tharely fully fasilisr with all the faste
herein stated,

.~ 2¢ That the gaid CharloAte Eﬂ-&“:«?duwﬁgg
the ldth day of February 1880) immigrated to States in )
becans & Maturalised American Citissy on the 26th day of Yebruary 1964 dy
decres of the Distrist Court of Providenmce, Rhede Island, and was issued
mturalisation cortificste mmber 6144697, ,

5. That Charlotte Saxl disd on Decesber 11, 1949 in Peowideuss,
Sheds Island,

, ﬁ.?««g?vo!‘%’-gggg‘g
estate om January 10, 1950 hy decres of the Probate Gourt of the GiNy of
%&»gv.. of Khode Islamd, Photostatis oopy shtached Mereto and

) 3 : ‘

6. That the dscsased Charlotte Bexl died possessed of oevbein

her busband Rishard Sexl wiib diod in Vienna, Austiria ou Septomber 26, 19350
and her father Medmrich kayer who died in Vienmms, Austria oa

6, That your depomsut was bors in Vissna, instria May ¥, 1004
and becasms s Maturalised American Cisisen October §, 1937 in the Supress
Gourt of Providemce, Rhode Island and was awvarded mturalisatioa oertificate
omber 4571619,

7. That ou Mareh 11, 1938 the Republis of Austzria Decams &
Taalst Btate amd smscted discriminatory legislation, as s resuld of wiieh
the property of Charlotte Sexl was eonfisested and she was foroed 4o flss
Austria, Photostatic oopy attashed heretc and maried exibit 2, alseo

8, That 4n the fall of 1938, Charlotte Swnd joined deposeut

8. By direction of the lasi Govermment amd a3 ¢ pyevegquisite to
lsave Austria, Uharlette Saxl was vompelled %0 depoeit all > propevty in
Ahe Nerourbank-Vismma, Austris asd is the bank Walter & Oe. Viemma, imstria.
Photostatis cepy and auidextis english tramslation sttached hereto amd mawiked

10, The bank Walter & Co. merged in 1939 with bank Giro & Kassen
VYersin, whiab in tura was liquidated semetime later in 1939 amd the resminisg
seritias of Charlotte Saxl were oxdered by the Jasi Goverument $0 be
transfered %0 \ba Lasnderbank, Viemva-iustria which opensd an ascound
Charlette Sexl, sarmarked “deposit for immigrent Charlotte Soxl wme, 1w,
Phstostatio copy and autheniio english translation attached berete and mewbrod

342983
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11, That on June 28, 1938 Charlotts Saxl, was motifisd by Sbe
Merowrbank that they had received certain securitises for her asooust and that
she was compalled 40 be represemted by am attormay Dr, Prass Beinirexlier
Vismna 1, Hepsburgergasse 5, and that thereafter all future eorrespondence
mummumuu&a.tww See exibit ¥,

12, That on the sams dato, Jums 235, nummm.ﬂ
ths Treasury Depertaent of Austria, that iw acoordavece wilh tho Maszi confisca-
tios lawe, the bank was ¢ hold e propexty of Charlotte Saxl to securs
wwum:mnmum:mmmwnmomwna.

13, A pesspart wss issued to Cherlotts faxl im the stsser of 1378
and shes was permitted to leave Austris, taking with her the sus of RM 10,

14, That your depodent as smmoutor of the estate Charlotte Saxd
has conducted an extersive imvestigation ix Austriz by hs attcorasy George
A, Schxiedigen in owrder to discover what propertiss of Charlotts Saxl were
confiseated by the MNasi Govermment,

‘ 15. The discovery proved %0 be an extremsly diffisult Seask simce
the Gestape, defere the dafeat of the German armiss, hed burmed mest of the

psxtainling to Jewish property.

16, The U,5, Department of State, on July 22, 1946 uorud
Charlotte fmxl thet records of the Treasury Departsemt of sustria indicate
that ob July 8, 1238 Charlotte Saxl was ossessed with Reishs flight tax in
the amount of RN 22,482, plus Ri 818,03 for ovsts and Abat this amoont wap
paid in aix installments betwsen March 17, 1934 and Jamvary 5, 1940.

.mmmmmmiumuw
tmm.m.smmutm&ummn»m, Walber
& Co and lasndarbank, iwe exidit 2,

!

17, Ws have asoertained thet the r0llowing umuumam
mmemmu&nmmwmhuommm ,

Nominal value Type of security VYelus in Sehillings Valus in §
¢ of units , ' ‘
§4,000 78 Inter, Busdes Loan 1930 im,
‘ issus.Paotostatic aopy and authentic
eaglish Sramslation attashed hareto
and marked exibit 10, 11 and 12, See
.l.° m“ ‘..Qi.."..‘....'..."..08 21’020 "m
8viss Prancs |
4,000 4% Loan of the Oity of Viemne
l‘..:liblt lo.lllﬁlﬂ..n.".u-..os "m 915
E see exidit 4, J,onmxg...........s 7,040 1,508,88
: || umdts :
360 A Damibe - Save <« Adriatic bonds .
see axidit “‘ 10 and 12"...-.........&.0,7“.80 5,”‘
Zng. Pounds - ‘
200 74 443 Bungarian State Loan 1924

fng, issue. Gwe exibit ¢, 10 and 11,

1,
Total 310,808,868

et st o
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Nomine]l value Type of security Value in Sehiliings YValwe in 8
# of anits
" $10,8608,68
2,000 7¢ Interz. Bumies Loam 1930
[ 1 2] tﬂ-bl@ ‘. 10 and u..o..o..o‘ 5,2“ ’.'0‘2
Xog o Pounds
100 74 Intern. Bundes Loan 19%C
saglish issue ‘
m‘ml‘ 4' 10“11.........8 2 850 ‘O‘
bwiss Franos
1,000 4% Loan of the City of Vismne ,
see exibit 4, 10 and b & FEN - 1,172;&) 217,49
Units ‘ '
10 5% Railroad Priorities I - X
with certifiontes
oo oxibit ¢4, 10 and 1l,....c.0ee8 497,50 108
Tnits . :
50 state Railroad Corporation
soo exibit 4, 1C and 12.eeiec.eeb  BOO 168,94
|| Undts
138 Galisten Karpathian stoak :
! [ 1 . ] .mit 4’ lOaB:l 12’-.0.-.0.& 1,5&2(‘0 252.78
Uxits ' '
¢ ‘ Trifall Osal atook : _
; see exibit ¢, 10 and 1l.........B 800 1s
raossa |
12,00C 4gd Bosnian Rellroed Loam
' [ 1] Cdbttm‘lﬂ 12..0.9...06.08 108 20‘08
Mto v A ‘
10 Serbhisn Tobusco Kedesmsble Loan o
: soe oxidit 10 and 12‘.......-...5 16 2.78
| Undts :
18 Serbian Southarn KA strips
.“.ml‘ 4’ 10&&12.....-...8 9’0 1‘.33
i ,
| Umdte o
i;S ¢ 4 boutherns Rallway strips
,gs ﬁmi‘ lom 12..ouocooooon.ng 2."
| ‘ : »
i{"‘“ . v
129 Austrisn Building loan 1620
i ' 208 .m‘-‘ 10‘“120..0-.-‘....8 ‘93 ‘ 91.‘5
.1 ’
Undts
16 ~ Austrias Building Loan 1825 o -
. soe oxibit 10 and 12,...0.0.000.5 189,80 81,46
Buite .
3 fustriap Building loan Il iditiom
1923. M'mi‘ 10 and 12...'...35 151‘20 &E.g&
Total 17,414,234
342935
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| Bomipal Value Type of security Velue in Schillings Value inm §
Unite ‘ :

;’ $25,077,77

|

f

|| Conpom

ol of August 1, 1939 of X Mumgarian

soe exidbit 12 : 14,18

. “ MQI, 1“0’ mol. M’ Mol’ m
i Aug.), 141, Feb.l, i9e2, m;’»

Yob.1, 1943, iug.1, 1943 of T3 435
Hangerian Etste Losn 1924, eng, issue

see oxibit 10, 12 and 28 ___E__M
A Total $26,208,48

: 18, That the sbove menmtioned securities were coufiscated in
whols by the Jasi Govermment, R 23,270,886 of the proceeds were sllocated %o
mmdeu,mmmbnmmum

ummmwwc:mmmm Ses oxibit £,

uMmlumeMmm'm
4eceased penaion, and left in Charlotte Saxl's scoount F122851 in the Laender

WIIREFORE your depoment, as exsewtor of the sstate of
Charlotte Saxl, respectfully recuests that the elais of the estats of Charlotte
bexl agaiost the Republic of Austris in value of $25,205,45 plus inoterests and
un.uumhymmnorsuu

Attached bareto and marked exibit 22 cpomofatmuy
for George A. Schaiedigem Lsq. of Weshingtem 1,0, ’

Reapsctfully subsitted,

Dr, Erwin Joseph Sax)

m‘hmmmi‘mn,
this the dey of 1980 o

Netary Public ip and for County
342954
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GEORGE A. SCHMIEDIGE
COUNSELLOR AT LAwW

ST

Joseph B, Matre, Esqg,
Assistant to the Legal
Legal Adviser's Office
Department of State
Washington 25, D.C,

¥y dear Mr. Matre:

Reference 1is made to your letter of Jangai‘? 24, 1951, relating 5/
to the claim of the Estate of Charlotte. Saxl against the Government of/
_WAustria growing out of the confiscation by the Nazis of her accoumts ’;

in"tHé banks of Vienna at the time of her departure from Austria in \I‘

1938 o

' ! 8y Eé NARA Dalz

N

AMERICAN BUILDING

Adviser

" Re: L/C 263 Saxl, Charlotte Estate/12~505

- (/\1317 F STREET, N. W.
/WASHINGTON4 D, ¢.

DEcATUR 2-2582

September 1, 1954

~

et

£
s

S

Kindly retain the documents and said claim for future consideration

by the Department. -

Would also appreciate taking notice thet my new address is as follows:

gssaak

'73; F oy ) -~y
Ay “*j»g% ¥ .

George A, Schmiedigen
901 American Building
1317 F Street N,W,
Washington 4, D.C,

M.E?

F:
B —

Sincereiy- youz%
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the emlosed clalml‘? nd affldavit in view ‘bhat the
undiscovered . documents, and other evidence which moul
. increase the- value ‘of . the cla..m . ~ : o
Kindly proceed as you deem proper and ¢ o
Washingbonfaddress. %
Assuring you ot my‘ cooperatien heren.n a2 :
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FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1

‘segunry : ‘CONFIDENTIAL | moarr: . AIR POUCH'.
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P

]

)

X1

en

(o]
”%ZOM%Q% e : _

T0 ;tv':Dép'attmem of State

mom: VIENNA 175  March 22, 1950

-

o

R DEPTS 30, February. 17, 1950 | | ' E

suBseey ;_BAI BANK ACCOUNT AND. SEGUthWﬁﬁwwm, SIRLL-OF THE ~ ZA ...
- ! . — i NOR

TULATE CHARLOTTE SAXL. L3, can,( otle Zdare, F,gE.R o

»b L/f” i 3 N :'f . Q LI . | 5

.No law has so far been passed wﬁich would _ L i
compel the Austrian Government to grant compen- ¢
sation for loesses incurred by the assessment and . Bh

) collection of Reichs Flight Tax and Jew Explatlon
e Levy paid into the German Treasury.

e bt e o

r@“r< AN The Austrlan currency laws enaoted after
&“’ world war II apply to all bank accounts in this
o country irrespective as to whether the owner is
o an Austrian citizen or an alien.

Mrs. Saxl was advised to that effect in a
letter which the Department addressed to her on
August 28, 1948, a copy of which was transmitted

- to the Legatlon with the Department's instruction
No. 155 of Augast 28, 1948 file 462.11 EW Saxl,
charlotte/6-2548.

&

£/3Lvis3

ey

In reply to an inguiry Whlch the. Legation
addressed to the Qesterreichische . Ldenderbank AG.;.
Vienna, the latter stated that the account No. 122%1
charlotte Jaxl, deceased, shows s balanoe of 321 o
schillings. Pr®v1ded it is able to obtain the. ne
- cessary consent of the Austrian National Bank, th
oesterreichische ‘Laenderbank AG. would be w1111ng
to convert these schillings into dollars and to .
- remit them to the United States for payment of at
least part of the hospital bill of the late Mrs.: ]
charlotte Saxl. The bank has already written to Ew
~that effect to the decedent's son, Dr. Erw1n J.
*isaxl, Harvard, Mass. :

'Rafggfmwﬁgﬁﬁ

- In ad@l&%ﬁMLFQ the aforementloned schllllng'

= amount the Qes

£

@g; eihische Laenderbank AG Is

e y . holdln

e VAMag/nf iy

C ONFIDENT

ACTION' COPY DEPARTMENT OF STATE

The action -office must' return this: ‘permanent record copy to DC/R files with an. cndorsemcm of acuon mkcn -

P Ce e e e w e m s DR e e at el s e b o b e ek e ek b




GONFIDENTIAL

holding the folloWing securitles and coupons for the
account of the estate of Charlotte Saxl:

Kronen 12 000 4%% Bosnian Railway Bonds 1902, loco
Beograd

125 shares Galician Carpato shares, 100 Zloty each,
with Polish registration

24 redeemable coupons of old Southern Rallway Preferen-
tial Bonds (4/1/19~1/1/23)

Coupons of & 200,-,- 43% Hungarian League of Nations
Bonds 1924 per 8/1/1939 (English
issue, loco London)

According to the bank these securities and coupons
have, at least for the time being, no market value. It
is doubtful whether Yugoslavia, Hungary, Czechoslovsakia,
or Poland will ever henor their ooligatlons under these
securities. .

If the trustee of the estate deslires and proves his
authority he can doubtless obtain the release of these
securities by the Oesterreichbkche Laenderbank and the
necessary consent of the Austrian National Bank for their
shipment abroad. :

L Maten
alter Dowling,
Charge d'Affaires a.la.

CON IDEN TIAL

34299¢
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Jewish Claims for Restitution from Austria. &

L¥

" i

The American Embassy, TEL AVIV.

£ 00‘-f~ I
The American Embas;ii/yzgﬂmé,/w”’”’ yﬂ?-lﬁro “ho ‘
In despatch No. 693 of April 22, 1960 the Embassy'asked'w?7“ .

sm SROE

mzm

k
Chion ,;m:
if any, it should take in response to a‘ letter from the "World ASsoeLa-gy &

“"!ﬁ
B AR

tion of Jews Lrom ‘Austria for the Protectlon of Thelr nght" in whiech: t%;
Ambassador was requested to recelve a dalegatlon of . A58001at10n memcer"
who w1shed to subm1t lnformatlon ‘relative to” restltutlon claims agaihst

e ‘'The Ambassador sent ‘an: interim reply stating

that he was unable to receive the delegatlon w1thout 1nstruct10ns from
the Department.

Y =~§f

Fairad

famllmaro Slncm 1953 the Committes has been the only”pb va éwérgéﬁiza- w

tion with which the Austrian Government has bean negetlatlng on tnewsub—;;
ject of persecCutee claims.

wide basis Jewish claims against Austria.

The Ambassador 1n hls re

on behalf of Jewish persecutéies have been concéntrated in this Committeewn

no useful purpose would be served by his’ meetlng w1th a- delegatlon from o
the A58001at10n.

FYI. In connection with claims under Artlcle 26 of the Aust i
State Treaty, the’ Department has maintained close contact w1th:aqrep
sentative of the principal Jewish organizations in’ the Unitéd States
interested in this problemo
Great Britain reached a settlemént with Austria of clairs. under Article

26 of the State Treaty which was accéptable “to ‘the Jewish organlzatlons

in the United States. ‘The settlement agreement (Treaty and ether lnter- :
national Act Series No. 1j253) provides that the United States will. =~ °

neither advanceinor support’ threugh dlplomatlc chanriels” agalnst “the .
Austrian Federal GoVernment any further clalms of persecutees baséd on.

[TT——— | Article 26 of the State Treaty. END FYI. rgt
R R ‘ ‘
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could therefore suggest that, in view of the fact that representatlons2 R
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F   .ﬁ'f IR ?101raphlc Data on Dr. L@opold Ludw:LtT GOTT““&ANN -,Honorary
|

“Hle was born at gmolnlk, ZbChOSlGV&kla in. 1903.‘”
country, he did his unnver81ty studles in Viennae; : L
‘uzechoslcvakla, he became manager in- bratlolava for the~b1g 1nsurance comnany‘P
Riunione Assicurazioni Adriatica. He was tennls champlon of. Czechoslovakla at
‘ ore Lime and a ﬁaviS'Cup’p]ayer;"QQ nccame promnnent as a m@mner”o A

Ea

perﬂod. Tmpensonanlng a~Nazl Ss ozfﬂcer in Hunvary,'
dungar:an Jewess (katharlna SZSUOE) from: 1mpr1€onmen

Jew1sh state.

”hey came here 1n 19h6

formerly‘ﬂerut members.
with this movement after dlsagrecment w1tn his au3001atea ove
ing up a larger folloumnguk_ .

his business Uhlcn maJ soen requlre him Lo move to TelaAv1v. Hefstates, E@;"
coniloence, that the ALstrlan or81@n Klnlstry is. qulte w1111ng.t0»have him

boen urged to adoptf;ustrla,
zens“lb, ‘but he look,ﬁ

. At one time, he confldes, hu was: soun&ed out by high
! cials concerning a p0381ole ambassadorlal app01ntnent,
he oxplalned ‘that. his tindepe 1

He is strongly antizG nmun‘st 3Just as he was ant’:'
verV'well~d13posed tow’i
ba81nes¢ and oencral ‘rlentat on purposesg
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| SUBJEGT: Jewish Clains | ~  DATE: Octbj'bér’ Ly 1960
PARTICIPANIS: Austrisns | | |

Dr. Bruno Krelsky, ‘Austrian Foreign Mln:.ster
Professor Franz Gschm_tzer, Austrian State Secretary for Fore:.gn

: v Affairs
G) Dr. Wilfried Platzer, Austrian Ambassador
Drs Xurt Waldheim, Director, Western Sectlon, Austrlan Forelan
Office
Dr, Rudolf K:chhschlaeger, Chief of the Legal Section, Austrlan
Foreign Off:.ce .

Jtmer.iq ans’

The Acting Secretary (Mr. Dillon)

Wievdy 9*53 c‘&
ek pealnoog Sigp

HR - Mr, White L 8 W/ .
WE - Mrs MBride -
WE ~ Mr. Phelan o .
COPIES T0: @ -
S/S . H g/‘y,
Gw”f,, ' E o ’ . ‘/@
C # U/Mscw“” '
S/F mR der 25 1989
EUR ¢ Ameybassy VIENNA ;- o
YE ¢ T . | e

After dlscussmg Austrian-Yugoslav economic relatlons » the Acting Secretary
observed that the Article 26~ Jewish ¢laims, settlement still seemed to be in
about the same posltzon it was in when he was in. Vienna last summer.

Minister Kreisky replied that, to his regret the - Actlng Secretarv’s asswmp~
tion was entirely correct. The Minister said that he had _proposed the lay which
would provide for the settlement of the Articls 26 &laims’ plus an addltlonal
A4S ;50 million for settlement of all the remainirg. ‘pérsecutes claims.  He had
run into difficulties within thé ¢oalition. government,  in ‘that:he ‘had smeuntered
strong resistanée to any compensation proposal wWhich did not‘nal!“soira‘»akemto con=
sideration all the claims ‘of Jews and other persecutees stil1 res:.da.ng in Austria.
Moreover, upon his arnval in New York, he had had a long talk with Mr. Goldmn,
Chairman of the Committee on Jewish Claims in’ Austria an};cha[d learned ‘that his
proposal of ‘AS 450 millioh would rot be adequate: ) cover the remaining ickains.
According to Mr.'Goldman the amount should bes ;

bled. - In this connect:.on, the
Minister said that the proposal had been made to utilize. count;erpar‘b to pay off all

0 claims immediately, with the Austrian government remburslng t;h "?C‘@m}iﬁterpart Fund
oy 0 = ik [
}“‘ﬁ‘ ,ﬁ oo . T over a
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over a period of* ten years on a- pre-rata basiso The M:m:.ster pon.nted out that
while it would be relatlvely eagy for the’ A.ustrlan govertim n‘b to repay the Eund
in installments, it would ‘be pol:.tmally :mppssu.ble to taks awa
sum from the Fund ‘since this would necessarily 1nvolve ‘a _dra.st:\.c rednctlon in the
investment program which had already been set upe. “In the {Austriané‘ .view, the

Germans also had aamm”aﬂa rmsponsib:.llty in connectian m.th Aus ,trlan Jem.sh and
persecutes claims., He had felt ‘that Austria and Gemany col :d-go along on a

50/50 basis in settling all c¢laims once and for all. However, in New York,

Mr, Goldman had told him that the Jews were trying” to get h AS 500" m:.lllon con- A
tribution out of the Germans. If they were snccessful t,, he‘d have to abandon «== &7
. his 50/50 idea beécause the bést Austma could do toward ‘Settlemefit’ of residual”
claims would still be. AS 150 million. "The Minister' rerberated that’ his pr:.nm.paﬂ_
d:s.ff:.culty was ‘over the question’of’ how to compensat;e foreign Jews: without “at the

same time meeting. domestic claims in full. He &lso. -felt that, ag_soon as ‘motiey

was available, new groups of claimmts would appear on the scene 3 i‘urther compln.-
cating a settlement.

‘The Acting Secretary observed. that thesé new groups” would not fall under the
Tréeaty provisions. Dr. Kreisky readily admitted this,. but observed- that ’nhe Treaty
was one thing and Aus*br:.an politics were someth:mg elsee : s

\
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sub ject between Dr. Nehemiah Hobinson, Legal Advisor-of the World ‘Jewish

a#spnutee Claims

’ e |
ihere is enclosed a memorandum of a recent conversatlcn on the above —1 .

Congress, and officers of the Embassy,

For the Ambassador

ohn wolFlsner
F{Lrs Secretary of Embassy
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" Enclosure 1
Despatch 420 -
VIENNA

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
American Embassy
October 19, 1960

PARTICIPANTS: Dr, Nehemiah Robinson, Legal Adv1sor of the Wbrld
Jewish Congress ' ]
John W, Fisher ' ’
Marion L, Nash

SUBJECT ¢ Article 26. Developments, Persecutee Claims

: ~‘Dr, Robln on sadd th : : ‘ 2thy Aménd ,
favor of war victims in Austria 'uath +he pa saoe of the Property Restorat*on
Fund, for the benefit of former Athrlans_now 11v1ng abroad, was a settled
fact° He was convinced that the Restoration Fund would never be passed without
the 12th Amendment, He said that in his opinion the whole issue would make no
progress towards solution until the Austrian government recognized that it must
change its tactics in. its efforts to obtain a contribution from the Federal
Republic of Germany, He said the Federal Republic is willing to make a contri=-
bution, but will insist on its being a stated percentage of specific benefits
paid by the Austrian government, Tpe Austrians, particularly Foreign Minister
Kreisky, oppose this principle, and have declined to negotiate on that basis,
They favor, instead, a global contribution by the Federal Republic, their
objective belnv to have discretion over the disbursement of funds available so
that Austrians suffering from persecution originating in the events of 1934
could benefit from the German contribution as well as those who suffered from
persecutions resulting from the events of 1938, Dr. Robinson said that the
Austrian tactic was wrong and would fail because the Germans would never con-

tribute to funds used to benefit the 1934 persecutees since in the German view

there was no connection whatever between the Nazls and the measures taken by
Dollfuss against his Austrian opponents,

Dr. Robinson predicted the legislation in'qu?stion would not.be passed
until 1962; but he thought that the Germans might .eventually contribute as
much as 150 million DMarks in order to take care of theVVolksdeutsch claims,

Dr. Robinson said that the Austrian project for AS 600 million is in his
view inflated by 100% by the Austrians in the hope that the Germans will cone
tribute the egquivalent of AS 300 willion, which hé said is about the total
amount the Austrians really intend to pay out, He predicted that notning would
come of the conversations scheduled to be held in . February, 1961 between Ger-
man Foreign Minister Von Brentano and Austrian leaders,

¥

CJNWID NTTAL




xq' P o PR V-Aa ::‘;“

. REPRODUCED AT THE N TlDNALARCHIVESE ey R A i iy
ZRE DUCED A A = _,,ig D&CLA F

e gy T e £ e

“Avtharity

8r.~_£§

CONFIDENTTAL Page 2

Enclosure 1
Despatch 420
VIENNA

Dr. Robinson said that.contrary to our impression that Kreisky had sifi-
cerely tried to push the passage in Parliament of the Property Restoration
Fund, Kreisky had told him in February that he had réceived a note from the
Embassy about the Fund which ne had dutifully passed on but- had accompanled
it by advice to do nothing, -

' Dr, Robinson said .that the Jewish organizations were seel ing to get

from the Austrians additional benefits for Jewish clalmants under the provisions.

for compensation for proféssional disability and for’ compensatlon of detainees,
He said the benefits would amount to about 12,000 AS. per person, and would
effect about 5,000 individuals, He asserted that 4in his opinion these efforts
would in no way Jeopardlze the fate of the Property Restoratlon Fund

Miss Nash relterated that it was important that the organlzatlons cone-
centrate their efforts on passage of the Property Reéstoration Fund, that it
was only on this point that the Embassy could mske representations und@r the
State Treaty, and that the organizations should not scatter their fire on too
many targets but take one at a time,

During the convmrﬂatwon Dr. Robinson switched his ground. on the organiza—
tion's s+and concerning the 12th Amendment, first asserting that the aeduﬁ—
tions on Hilsfonds awards from any ﬂaPtentschédlgung,1ncreases was a violation
of the terms of reference of thé Hilsfonds, but later admitting that it was
due to the Germans?! contrivuting to. Wiedergutmacnunc that tne orvanlzatlonﬁ
were "wanting a cut toop"

lLater on M;ss Nash ‘mentioned to Dr. Robinson that it would be very diffi-
cult for the Embassy formally to advise the Austrians to negotiate with the
Germans, but that Embassy officers could pass on-individual opinions about
the adVJsaolllty of agreeing to a percentage contribution instead of insisting
on a global amount,

2, Self«Empleved Persons Pen81ons;

" Dr. Roblnson.ralsed the question of interpretation of Article. 6 .1 of the
Self—dmployed Ppr ng, nsions Law. He said that individuals now 11v1ng abroad.
‘ : ich pensions &f among other things they could show a.
'ge out of the last 20 ‘the 15 yéars to include
tpromded that "perlods of hlndwancﬁ’“ from selfs':
uld be regarded as "Ersatzzeiten’, but the gquestion
‘§ %granceo If the claimants were required to show proof
: , ~wétﬁrn1nv to Austria after I9L5. for reasons. of ill health,
~advanced age or other serious condition, few wotild be el igible, whereas on

the other hand if the tﬂrm "hindrance" were 1nberpreted llberally, to include

CONFIDENTTAL
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Enclosure 1
Despatch 420
VIFNNA

the fact of having -a settled condition of residence abroad etcy, then most
of the claimants would have become eligible before the cut off date of

April 1, 1959,

Dr, Robinson said that Dr. Kapralik had knowledge of cases

of claimants in England who had been given the benefit of liberal intere
pretation and had not even been required to explain their failure to return

to Austria,

Dr, Robinson promised to have Dr. Kapralik furnish the Embassy

with the names of specifie cases so that we could look into any discriminatory

treatment of claimants in America,

it act

Dr, Hobtinson said that the discriminatory provision in Article 37,

making Austriani’ citizenship a condition of eligibility could be eliminated
through a bilateral agreement for reciprocal treatment between Austria and

uhe J\D

to make it conform with the general pension law (AQVJ, Section SOO)

the Embassy had been urging.

CONFIDENTIAL

it agreed that it would also be eliminated if the law were modified -
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Afwi en lzrtt;tz ety
Caaiiference Jewisi repreuenhytlve
as corplete. snd final settlemen »
rustria. %13 Subi, hllCSSChldp er J&zd, would inclide ¥6,000,000
Tay 8, 1955, 'txrrhschluc&ur 32id his Foreign #infsver is.

Cand thit the .syw of §50, UGL,UDG suggested by Jewish .represe .

syated that this is unncceptable and Austrians have provosed
usion from tustria. -Firchschlaeger iudicated, however

- gaid atmosphiere i exchonges with Cérsknsg: on’ this prohléﬁ?has 0
not ‘Leen bood and that both Vrefteno and the Cernon’ g

hus e agreesent on this problem as: well as scveral’ othenaq

\ can guppla ad Lnionnl énful

;F‘]uIﬁl e QaLY‘ .‘

Classification

”ef informed Tamb inl“er hie. ¥ ‘ﬁrgisky
‘erred in ukaJOI. math re,r~sentac1 8 of Jewish
agpencies ru&arﬁlnb Article 26, '

girchseh) a{»

Jil Je»lsh claims a ainst

fund wnich is tu be set us as yTG%IuOd dn exchwnve,or notes 91

favorably uiSJOﬁ&G vo tidea of tetsl and: completesset lament"

entatives 13 not in view of Foreign rinister ‘excessive, 'Une.
of main problems iz coantribution which Germun Covernment’ shOL]d
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