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August Mayar Teheran, 6.6.1947 
Ghawaw-Saltaneh lIB 
T e her a n / I ran 

The Joint Uhtrlbution COlnmi ttee 
270 Madison Avenoo 
N e v Y 0 r k 

Applice.tion for 08. loan of ·1,000 US Dollars for the purpose 
of a temporary l""3turn to Germany in order to settle the 
partial claims to our prop~~rty which ,,"'liIS sequester by the 
Nazh. These claims are checked and approved by the American 
General Consulate here. 

For your infirmation I first wish to give you the personal date of myselfKar •and my son, Dr. lbtgm; Mayer. 

I, August t~ayor, born on November 23, lB74 1n Grossbockenhe1m (Rhelnprislz) 
resided sinoe 1900 with Ill,Y wife, Paula, J.l01:! Berg, in Karlsruhe - Budan, where I vas 
the owner of A. wholesale textile hou8e~In J.939 we finally managed to emigrate to 
IRAN. 

t".;y non, Dr. :tarl Hayer, M.D. Bnd hle ",ite Kaete,. nee Ellinger, emigrated " 
"wIth their two children in AnguJlst 1939, alBO to IRAN. My son had 1nKarlsruhe, 

Stefanienetr. 66, hia ow·private clinic, ond under the Nazi regulations, that.is, i 

.wAder dm:eS,,!h wao forned to sell it far below tts value. 

Our partial cla1mfi, eXEtmlned and sponoored by the' Am~rlo8n ~enere1 Consulate 
in Teheran, consist Firat of the (0110",lng: 

2 "Llt:tyw1.tQ ~aQa, whloh were stored complately legally in. the international tree ports 
of Hamburg and Bremen tor tha11" trr.lIlsportotlon to Iran. Upon our inquiry with the 
transport oompany in ohsl"ge (Internationale Traneportgasellsohatt, Kerlsruhe) we 'Ware 
informed of the officid reply of the Monblt Finance Offioe, that is q£r191al~!, ·that 
on the basis ot the expulsion law9 the NAZls had removed our 4 Htrt.vans from the free 
ports And had 89ld the oontents at auction. Atter oareful examination and l:tstings 
the value of these Ilttvane was set at at leBst 600,000 Odd Harks, and a8 suoh 'Wss 
forwarded by the local General Consulate .to the Ameriom Military authorities (Control 
Dept.) Berlin. In the 08se ot our llftv~~s it 18 aoase ot elmpl9 robbery, thus one 
of the .cases where restitution undoubtedly has to be l'I1Bde. 

I am giving you these data eo that you may have the neoessary taots ~ to 
eubmit to you.r committee concerning my appli.caticin, although my n8me end that ot my 
Bon, wM.ch ere undoubtedly known over there, should be enough guarantee, partloular1;y 
sinoe in all the hard times here we have' never applied tor help.,..to :your organization. 
I purposely wani to omit the details. "' . 

My Bon, who WIIB really supposed:ito go back in thIs matter, is prevented trom 
doing 80 by his present state ot health, although he would have to attend to the in
herltanoe olaims of his vite to the estates of her unoles, reBpeotively her mother 
(Benno and .Arthur AIDIOLD, former co-own~rs ot the rirm KAHN & ARNOLD, Augsburg, the 
brothers ot her mother, all of whom per%hed in Daohau, resp. Theresienstedt). 
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I may expect that you won't delay your deoision too much, since I have 
to leave here in 2 months ~t the latest. I want to emphasize once more that I 
want that StL.'1l of US$ 1,000 as a loan only, and as soon 88 the first restItution 
payment to mnde viII repay you immediately. 

Please remit those fl,OOO to the following address! 

LEVANTOUR, 	 Tehran, Meiden Firdowei, to be 
credited to Mr. August Meyer, Teheran. 

As I hnve mentioned before, this matter io b& to be handled as urgent and 
I beg you to let me have your decision by return mail. 

Thanking you in advanoe, I am 

Sin:oerely yours, 

Aygu£t Mayer 

P.S. I also \.Iish to add that for 25 yeurs I was 8 mambl)r of the board ot the 

Jewisb Community in Karlsruhe and my son. w~s a member ot the B'ne Btrith Lodge in 

Karlsruhe and until tis emigration vas ElutlV'et as a physioian in the Jevish.hospital I' 


and borne tor the aged in Mannahelm. : 


I also beg you to let me know how you can support me from there with 
food etc., and what formalitleson mJ P&?t are required for this. 

Tranelationrrom the Garman 
AU 2 6.19.1.f1. 
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Januar,y 28, 1954 

Dear Mr. Meyerhelm: 


In oonneotion \-11th your cldm I have reoeived word from 


Mr. l.Jr(mker 1n Ilerl1n that he Is jn touoh \11th Dr. 131Uloonthal, 


who is the head of our DarBn office, and will oooperate with 


h:i.m in every ..,ay possible to aesiet you. However, I em sorry 

to have to report to you t.hat in the op!.nfon of our lawyers 

t.he os,se 18 not very strong. We shall, novertheless, do all 

'WEI oan to help you. 

Sinoerely yours, 

SK:mo Saul Kagan 
Diotnted but not read 
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION \~-
BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE 

BERLIN - DAHLEM 
January 22, 1954FONTANESTRASSE 16 
Dr.WrlseTElEFON: 761981 

'l ':I,fJ ,;,J /'"1 , ,:: ~.' 

!. 

Mr. SaUl Kagan 
Jewish Hestituti,on Successor Organization 
270. MadiaonAvenue 
New York 16. N.Y. 

He: 	 Bendix-Helene Lewy-Isidor Str~ch Foundation 
Claim of Hugo Meyerheim ' ",>.-..... /.......... 


Dear Mr. Kagan' 

With reference to your letter to Dr'. Tuch, dated Deoanber 29~J953, 
we have contacted Dr. Blumenthal and given him such inf~tion as 
we have. 

Unfortunately. the case of Mr. l~eyerheim is not a strong one. He 
olaims indamnificatl.on for the 108s of an allowance' whioh he would 
have been paid out of the funds of the abovementioned foundation. 
if the latter still existed. Another beneficiary of the said 
foundation had made a similar claim and her olaim WaS dismissed 
by the oourt on the ground that l there was no identity between the 
persecutee (viz. the foundation) Bnd the "Geschaedigte". 

We shall try to find out whether there is a chance of the courts 
changing their opinion on this point of law. 

Yours verytrulYt 

tJlM.J-/J~~~, 
VI.K. Wronker 

JRSO Berlin Regional Office 
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\) ',',' {December 29(' 1953 

Dr. Hons 'l'uoh 

I I 

! / h,.j{ \ 
\"~-"'-~' :,' 

. 

.

;1' . 
~ 

, 

J!!l1l'li~Jh .r:~d.:t1,td:.:t(m ~loce8sor Organ1?mtion 
Fonlionostr. 16 
Berlin-Dahlem, Germany 

Dear Dr. Tuch, 

Th:ts "rill rofer to our oorrespondence concernIng the above caOG. 
J)'ol.1.o"Jing your advice 'of Oatob"!r ;22, 1952, Hr. Heyerheim f:Hod 
8 clalm undor ths Berlin Indenmifioation LfiH th.rough the uno. 
He j.El nc",. tnrn:l.ng t.o us anldng for help in t.he p:rssentat1.on 
of evidence In support of his cla1,m. I repB,ed to Mr. jVleyerhe:tm 
as per attached. I would epprec:taote it if you could get in 
touch ...,lth Dr. Blumenthal !mel make nvailable to him Hhatever 
~_nform~.tlon we may have ~vdlal)le t-1hlch \orill he of help to thlo 
very unfortunate men o 

Slnoerely your-n, 

SKnoo Saul Kagan 
ena. 
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December 29, 1953 

.. ~, .. 

( Mr;. Hugo Meyerhe:lm 
" 2.00 l,i19 r.t 9~nd ,r."/t,rt:!0t __"' 
""'" ....:New Y~!t ';1+, N.Y.·

Dear Nr. tJ,eyerhe1.m: 

This ldll. Acknowled.ge you.r letter of December 11. Altho1.tf.h 
It 1.& not olear to me ,.mat Idml of :lllformat:lon U6 mny hr:l\'9 
torl'll ch would be of value in Bui;port of your cla:t.rn" I hs:ve 
Jle'lerthelees requested Dr. Tl,lch of our Do:rJin office to 
make evaHehl('J ...,hatewr :t.nfortllQ.tion 113 j.n rna' rHea to 
Dr 41 Blumenthal, '!r!1o ls ·l:.h(1 heAd of the Berlin office of. the 
uno. l'I19re i 9 no :lnfo:r.nltltion in OllT Uew Yr.-,rk' fHea wh.ioh 
hag not baen tl~an~.tt~d to Dr. 'Ii.loh in EElrHn. I Ql'!) sencUng 
you an extra copy of th1.s letter \.Jhioh you may ulsh to make 
svnilablo to the lI.~r1oal\ Federation of.' Jays rrom Cent.ral 
Europe. 

m.Jl(:eroly yrn.il'P.I. 

::~Imo ::aul Kagan 

ccs nr. Tuoll 


r.s. 	 The address of Nr. Idclor Str~.Qh ist 73 Chd.st Chm:ch Hoeel 
:R!}ad:1.ng, Berka. Jill11;lanc1 
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December 2nd, 1952 

Dr. HI!'I,n~ Tuch 
,:r r:lw~!!Ih Req ti tnt'r>n !;ucca tI@or ():rgs;t,n1 ~I;'l. Hon 
Ilr:;R!.,Il~ 

nervUx-He1.e~~,.,.Lewy-'I"idor, Strich Fonnd!\Uon 
Clrd.m 'of"Hugo 1'1'i'1yarhfltm ,"') 

]le:'l.r. Dr. Tuch: 

With refer.ence to nw lette'r ('If October JIst in the 
nboVE:i lIl~t tar. 1 hove nC\W (1) tained; from Mr. Meyarheim the 
Rdclre~9 of r<h-. IG1dnr Str1.ch. FlR follows: 

78 Chri.~t Church Hand 

Re::vUng. 13\;lrk:fl. J1:ngl:'lnd 


FO:3"1i,bly Mr. Strlch ~ be nl}le to ';ve y"u further 
{lE'!1;~d.l'" r~gF1rdln.g the , RboVE! foundation since he wlis one of 
the administrator!'! of the foundntion until his emigrRtion. 

S~,ncerl'Jly yourg, 

Saul K!:'Ig!:'n 

fj'K :AUN 
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'}Mr. Lugr) i.fey"ll"hB',l\\ 
206 H~td: 92no. i:itr~et 
i<Trn~ York: ;:"". :1. Y. 

X)A11,J' H:r:-. 1;'F,i)'\1!!:rht'l1m: 

Sa h~ve ynul" If'ltte,.. 1)£ Ontr.)hl'!l' Jl~t nnl1. r~g!'?t t" l~"!.:m. 
th/.;!; rlh~. lltlltar 1~ m 1011,;;e1" Hv~ng. 

In ~liur )I=!r.h?'l' nf Uetnl1!!',!' JOth Y'l\1. mnnM.t')!'\. ::,':1(H'!~ 
oth.fH't;. 1\ Y·'r. i!!1dnr 3t,:l'10h "/h~ h':fl Gm!gr."ted. ii/', J'lTlf.:ll't11t1.• 
J: ~;0'f1d9l: "'lh"~\09" 10il. )i:,~·,er'~r. St.r1ah' 0; 'nreS~lnt ;,;.ddrrc?1'I~ nnd. 
(!r:'m} rt mnkr, ~. t: .:?-."I{ tlH R" l~ tl} U~. • 

S~\tJ. K':t,~(\n . 

F.:':\'iEi(mtive<' S!'Cl't;! t.~r.7 
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Oetoher Jlgt~ 1952 

Dr. AAM Tueh 
.1e,dsh Rel'ltituUtm SucceMor Org~nizA.Uon 
Ilerlin 

He",.r Dr. Tn chi 

Th~nlt: you for YOUT letter ('\f October 22nd, 19.52. 
1.-r:'!.th :ree;.'1r(l, tf10 thp Dend1:T.-n:elll'!~ii.~ Lp.1>nr-I"'i/l~r Striah . I •.~ 

Stl:f.tunp,. We hA.'VI;I oonvay~d. 1 b.i cf'ntent" to Mr. Meyerhelm 
hl'l:r~, ~.nd I Am ntt8.ch1ng €I. eON of Mr. r·fsyerheim'lI 11'l,teat. 
tnt ter. 

I d.on't kt'\('\l1l ,\-lhat,Jv~r the lnforntf;ltlon givt.1n by ~{r. 
Meyerhelm ".,1.11 h" of l"Iuch halp to y('\u. I notf!.! thgt he re
f;:)rq tn 1\ Mr. ~'~HElr 'fbo "1'J~.1l NI ~'b19 nnd ",HUng to g1.ve 
1"!.1.1 1nfnnnl'l.tlnnMeded". Mr. HF.lyex-hdm ho"rever dnA!! not 
!')ent~.nn Hr. W~t~r' s full Mme find fld(l.re~HI ~nd. I h~ve thf,\Tefore 
1.frittan him ~g~.1.n to find out. if prHldl,l19. these partio.t19,rs. 
FoX" tha tim be1ng :r ~.m a!-!nnlng Hr. Hp.Yflrheim'1I letter .~. to 
you for wh~tt 1 t m~ h.e worth. 

stncerely ynu,r\'l, 

SV:AUN 
Ene. 
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October'Jht. 19'~2 

Mr. J\ugo MaYI'!:r."ha1 In 

206 l/Aqt 9?nd. Str~et 
N'tlJ\1 Yo rk: 2.4, N'. T. 

DIJI.nr Hr. MAyerh61mt 

TM,g ,,111 P..r.I\!:':t\""'l~d.,t:'a ~e!\'\1:pt of ~·~ur. la ttor of 
October JOth. ;r,:l"'Dlt fn:-rthflr. pl\J't1eulal"s rl'l~ardlng. too 
XlenMXMHelAM l.ewy-leidor Str~Qh Stiftung. I ~l"l sftnd.
1,~ COnY of th~ l@ttl'tr 1~ad1!').t.IilJ.r to nUl" :n~rl1l1 oftios. 

IMt~ that in the lett.er Y'!'lU 1Ite,)!:;a rsf'ArenM to e
Mr. \-f"th"r...,110 yntl "s:r ,t."ill lit!' Anle And to'llHng t() ~w 
",,11 1nft'H'maHnnf' ree(!)!$d". I "d:'mrl",l" whethr:;r you Mu14 ~l(e· 
M1". wri! the:t·· 9 full nMlfl ~nd 1'l.d.dJ'4'HUI AV'fil.l1F1'ble to Ul'h 13('1 

th~t \19 rni.ght cont.lIlcb him if nectHHlary. 

Sll'ul 1Cn!lt~.n 

me IAU" 

3443,78 
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Phone: SO 4-5220 (3A5) ,ocr J11952 	 Hugo Meyerheim 
20b West 92nd Street 3A5 
New York 24,N.Y. 

October 30,1952 

(..Iewish Hestitution 
~:,; ucce ssor Organization 
Attn, :i\!i.r. Saul. KCigGUl 

2'70 111adison Ave, 
NeyYork lb,N. Y, 

Dear Mr. KagWl: 

'1'hank you very much for your letter of October 27 and the pain 
you take in my affair Bendix-Helene-Lewy-Isidor Strich Stiftung o 

Mr .Helene Le\lIfy,the aunt of my late wife ,has testCillJEmtarj:ly 
ordered the ereotion of the S·tittung for the relatives,She died 
in 1'::;10'::;1 and had no children,whereas my uncle Isidor Strich has 
o e en unmarried 0 

At first, there were six curators,e.lllong them Dr .Ernst Huhm,a nephew 
of the testator .'11he curators refused any information on the level 
Cl.nd the utilizCition of the oapital and interest .'1'he reason ,surely, 
had iJeel! that we heirs did not know how much the curators enriched 
themselves.I ,heard only aucidentely from Justizrat T.l3.wy,a relative, 
of this faot.He should replaoe member and did,but deolined the higha i 
remuneration 9as he said me o]'inal1y ,Ernst Ruhm I:;l.nd a nephew with name 
I sidor Strioh administrated the stiftung until they iruigrated to , 
England .'rhey ordered as their suooessors the Vize Praesident Walter 
of Bnath Brith and a nephew ]'ritz ]'loersheim.T,h.ey,surely, have not 
ro bbed as the other did ,and had the offioe till Eingl iederung of 9 
the Stiftung in the ReiohsverfhiBigung der Juden in Deutticbland 193~. 

iVir. Walther will be able and"willing to give all informations 
needeu,whereas the address of Mr.Floersheirn is unknown.I only know 
'that the monthly Rm.l50 whioh my, late wife and then my daughter re
o e ived came per Postanweisung from Preussisohe Staatsoank(Seehand
1 ung) •.My son v'Iho wa'i.) verJ yow1g got this way the money td> immi,grate 0 

,A fter the ,~~inglied.erung ,E'rl.Hedwig Cohn handled the IIIoney to my daugh 
'ter per postanweisung. . ,,, 

'£he forms for .Anmeldung unter dern Berliner Entschaedigung gesetz 

has been filled in for my children and myself ,underlined oy me and 

sent per air1l18.il registered 46210 oot.2,lIj52 by Station 24,N.Y.to 

United Hes titution Offioe, Berlin-',:Vilmersdorf , Helmstedter Str 05 


'l'hanlci.ng you again, I am 

truly yours, , 

~~ 
d' 	 344379 
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October 27, 1952 

Mr. Hugo Maygrheim 
206 Hest 92nd !)treat 
U0t.1 York ';.4, "1.1. 

DCf.lr Hr. Meyerheima 

I refer to my letter of Augumt 27th in ",hioh I Informed 
you thAt I rl'}l1uest(!d our Berlin offioo to investigo,t.e whether 
there ore still eny assets remairu.ll8 of tho Bandix.-Helene Lew,.jII 
lsidor Strioh stlft,ung. ,I have :received E.I npor't:. tod,1V 1mlch 10 
n.ot very- enoouraging" The mmtn diffioulty lies in the laok of 
specifio inf'ornation concerning the asset.s of that stlftung. 
Have you. ~ additional information ooncerning the aenots of the 
Stiftung, or tJ1.9 bank or banks ldth 'Whoro t.he stlftung mo.1ntains 
lts t.\aeetB? 

X (1m enolol:llng B copl of the let-tar -which I have received 
from oU.r. Berlin offico, 'Which is self.-explAnatory. 

I trust f,hat you heve filed cln:!.ms under'tho Berlin 
Entsohaad1.gungsgaootz, as 1 urged you to do in my letter of August 27t.h. 

Since:rnly youre, 

&ul K9.gan 
E:xcouM.w Seeretn!7 

SKUlb 

Eno. 
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE 

BER II N-DAH lEM 
FONTANESTRASSE 11> 
DIREKTION, TEl. 701 173 

ZENTRAlEtTEl.7121184, den 22. Oktober 1952 
71> 01> 1>5 71> 54 38 Dr.Wr/em. 

Jew:i:~h 1iestitn tion 

Successo:r. Organization OCT 2'7 1~J52' 

/lttn. :1:~r. ;;~aI.11 Kagan 

270 !'!iad iBon Avenue Per L u f t P 0 s t 

liKU YORK 16, ![.Y. 

He: Jlendix-Helene LeV'lY-IsidQr ;cad.cll [;tiftung 

.Deal' Mr. Kage.n, 

I refer to your letter of AUg"llSI; 27th, 1952a.nd the letter from 

I~lr. nu,?~o M(~,yeJ'heim ,vhich you enc:losec1 therewith • 


.JHSO has not filed any claim with Ol:ega.rd to the above Stiftung, 

but we have taken up a claim for reotitution filed hy the late 

Dr. Huhm. How8ver, we have not ':~'t3en a1)le to obtain particulars of 

the property, ape,rt from the rathel' vaf,'Ue information thA.t the 

SUftung owned securitir~s to the amount of RM 500.000,-- to 600.000,--:. 


j.""'.• " 

We d.o not know eit.her the types or ,the amounts of the securities 
and ao far have fonnd no trace of the 'assets. Not even the bankers 
of the ~;tiftung are known to us. '1'1Ie S'tiftung has been "eingegliedertl! 
in the neichsverein:i..g'l1.ng <1.er Jnden in Deutschland on October 23rd, 1939. 

Under the circulTIstanceo, the 1)rOS11ects of the claim for restitution 
are rather l)oor. rerhapR hir. rlleyerheim will be able to giva us particulars 
about the assets of the Stiftung ? 

We axe in i;o,t.tch with Dr. Ruge in Herlin, who acts for the St:tftung; 
a.nd have advif:led. him to lodge a claim. under the Berlin Entschaedif,'1lDp,-s
~eoetz I:I.S JW;iO nnd ,Tll'e. are not authorised to act under this law. Para. 12 
of the J1erlin Ji;ntschaedic:ungsgesetz as rte ....tly published on February 21st, 
27th, 1952 providesf.:of the 3.ppointment of "Hachfoleevereinis"mgen", .but 
no SI.lllplementary regulatiol1.8 with regard to this subject have been 
issued as yet~ 

'!Ie encloGe a copy of this letter in r:ase you shoufd want to inform 

Mr. lI'ieyerheim with Et view to obta.ining further information from h1.lI1. 


Yours sinc(~rely 

l1i1JiJ,.· 
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AUgtlOt 27 th, 1952 iJ 

Dr. Rana 'l'uch :... JnsO Berlin 

Re: Ben4:r:-Helene Lewy-hidor Strich Stiftung 

:Dear Dr. Tuoh: 

I ~m 9'3nd.1ng Y('Iuh,ttaohed COrY of t:\ gelf-explanqtory letter from Ii\ 

Mr. Hugo MeyerheiJII of thh dty. wI th regard to the above Stiftung. I 
would. greatly appreeiA,te your looking into thh case and lnvestigatlng 
'.'Jhether the .mso has flIed a claim fOr this St1ftung ~nd. if 90, t'lhether 
there io any hope or expeotation that any auE! ts are left. 

In view of the ad.vanced ag"e and very precariou8 si tu.a.tion of the 
cla.imant, I would Sl1gge9t th.l).t you.' co.ndder this letter as a claim fer 
M.llsideration on eqlt1 table grounds. I have al90 advised Mr. Meyerheim 
to file cle.ime unrler the I1erl1n 'hbMhaedigung9g~'HJetz. 

I am lQoking fOl"WA.rd to hearing fr(lm you in this matter. 

Stncarely yours. 

Sa.ul Kagan 

SIr :AUN 
Ene. 

344382 


http:fOl"WA.rd


· . I' " " . tI ()f published without writtenThis COPY lIlay !!elther be translcrred to a I lIH p.lrlj nor cople N (;J C C' 
l. pcrmissi~n fr~m the "Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People", Jerusalem File 0.: 

, '\ I , 
i\ \J t. . \ l iI) 

ify 
'? 

August ?:1. 1952 

Hr. Hngo Meye rhe1tn 
206 ~/e$t 92nd .street 
N!3\-; *to rk. N. y. 

I h!il.ve requ6\'1tod our n~rlln offioE! to 1nve~t1~!\te 
whl'lt,h(H~ there :"l.r~ ~tl11 ~rw 'as :.lat l:l remainlng ,.,r the lJendi:R!'
Holen~ JJowy, Ir.ldDl' Str5.oh SUtt\tng. I 'I-!()uld, 9Uf:'!t.~~tt ltn 1lfAV6r. 
th!'!: jrO\\ 1mmed11'l.tely fBI.!! A c1r:dm un~lAr the Berlin Ent9ChA.el'ti
gU..l'14,&IiI(f,I';HU!ltlB. The nl1~ df!~dl:i.ne I):'{pirp.g v~r:r shortly And, I 
thlJ:ref.1J1'9 lUge you to ect w1 th(lu t rlell\V. 

I h".vt~ "I'd. ~;ten tn .or. Herman M\!ller of the American 
Jl'f:I(1et~ttr:tJ1. of Jel"~ f:rom Oentrr.l Ylurope, 1674 nrOgd'f~". Tel.ephone 
J~o. CIrcle ;""255. requestlng hi\'! off1oe to a"niat 10U with tho 
prep!'!,rflti.(m of your clAim Ul'uter the :Fl~rHn liIaheohaed'.g\\ltDsgegeh 
1 '"'0\11(1 th~rP.fore !:'u.g{(I'I!!It tbt.t y"u flrrnngll for n.n. r.\p-po.1nt!l'lf)nt 
w'th +.h'lt "fncB. I shdl k0~p yml tnfC'rmed (.If our f:trvH,ng~ in, 
Fl?l'lin. ' 

SinC1erely yOU7:'!\t, 

$.~\11 It.':!/,:I:;In 
Exe (lll t:\ ve Se ort:l t!;>.ry 
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Dr. iterm.1!n Jluller 
Ame,..!.csn Federation nf Jewl from Cent:rl'l,l Eurl)pe 
1674 Broe.dwa,y 
Ne~., York, ;'.1, Y. 

Deal.' Dr. Muller: 

I ~m I'\tta.ehing Mpy of A.. latter which HA have recel,"",d from 
fl, Hr. IIue:n MeYArheim, which indicate!!! that tire !:l.re deal1ne: ,·d.th a 
vary p:"l.thet1c c;'I.se. I hA.va 'mma(Uf.),te4r written to our Berlin ofnc$t 
inr:lld.ring whatha:r va h~.vl!! {Hed ~ re~ll. \:Uti"n clt.'li.m for the SUftiing. 
In'f;ll'\Y' p.vent t I 'beHave th" tit h "H:,~enth'l~l for r·1r. Msyerhe1ll1 and 
hie child.Tan tr> f110 p~tHi~n~ \lndAl' the llerlin FlntschMd1gu:ng!;\i';eMt~. 

I w01lld appJ'P.-e1!die it very much if y(mr ofUea c(ml(t follow 
nt tbh tnnt. ter a,'l')d. l{i ve ~1r. t~~ye:rhe1m ~n the auitl1nC9 neoess~\ry to 
M,fe(':tlt'.rd. hh rlght~ un"er the l'l!lrHn lnda!TIn:lfiC1:l.tlon 10.\1. 
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Rug0 Meyerheim 
206 \'/est Y2nd Street 
New York 24,lf. Y • 

August 26,1"52 

Jewish Resti tuttiOIl 
1\Successor Organization \.. i 

!270 Madison Ave. 
New York 16,N.Y. 

Gentlemen: 

You may be sure of my thanks,if you would help me in the following case. 

My deoeased wife and later my daughter,now living with me,got a month-
1ld..Y amount from the Bendix-Helene Lewy, 1sidor Strich Stiftung.This Stiftubg 
had been erected,because all of the three had no children.The legaciors 
were the unoles and aunt of my wife.The Stiftung had been administered by 
six relatives under supervision of the Polizei-President of Berlin.Origi
nally, there had been several Millior~s, but after the inflation,an amount of 
a bout seohshundert thousend marks remained .The taterest income would distri 
b uted to relatives who neededit. " 

The !fazies first ordered that the administration should be made by the 
Re ichsvertretung der Juden in J)eutsC:)lland ,looated in Berlin ,Kant Strasse, 
thus Westberlin.FinallY,Nazies annected the amount ,and distribution to my 
daughter oeased. 

I am 81 years of age and suffer frota 
~ 

a severe heart· disease ,am an American 
citizen since 1946.1 oame in this country with my daughter April 1.,4;1. with' 
about .l4 dollars and each of us with two suit cases.My daughter,48 years 
old,cannot work,because they became here a mental illness.Both of us are 
supported by my son,3U years old,who came in this-country in lY38.He is 
a provisional par maintainer' of the subway and is not able to support us., 
My application at the Departmell"t of Welfare had been declined for the rea
son, wby my son could supply us eleven' years and should do that further. I 
Sias a fouilder of the Synagoge Berlin-Grunewald which we donated to the Ber, 
lin Jewish Community. 

I do not know,how to get a support from the money acoording to the ,will of 
the legoiors ,lfLll the more ,as there mB.y be still other relatives itl need. 
However ,I don t know, whether they live ,orwhoe need money II 

do", 
I would be very thankful,if you should something in this case.For I am old 
and sick and my daughter is not able to do that ,and my son must work very 
hard and, the:re1'ore, is nervious on account of such a joD. 

Very truly yours, 

~~. 
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The attached letter is from ~n individu1\l in this country, 65 yen.rs of ~e, who is 
preAent:(y entertainlng 1)oth re~ti tut inn anti l.ndemnHic~.tion clajms in the U. S. Zone 
of Germ::ll\Y. At the suggestion of hh attorney in Germany (Dr. Ostertag) he approaches 
the JHSO \'fUh the reque<'\t th(;lt they might be able to give him 80100 assistance in his . 
present needy situation here (ho appe::!.rs to be di sabled and cannot work) in return 
fot' which he would. cede them hi s chtim"'l overseas. 
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Office 0/ tIle R,,/tlJi 'femple 
'~I'h \VEST 119TII STREET 157 \VEfiT 88TJ! Sn.I'.IlT 

{ '·10(1
Phone: SClIlJYLI'.R 4, 74433 

CONGREGATION B~.NAI JESHURUN 


NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 

FOUNDED 1825 

J811uary 18, 1951 

Ml'c Eli iiock 
.Tevd.sh Hes tJ. tut.i.on Sue ceSSOl' Ol'ganlza U.cn 
270 M~dison Avenue 
Nev.: Yot>k 16, N(~w York 

De H.I' Ell: 

Th.anlnl for YOU1'8 of JonuD.l'y 15th a.nd fop the information 
eontain(~d th€lrein. I am aclv ls1 ng Mrs. Mundt as pel" your 
suggest:ton o 

It J~: grHt1.fylng to know that you have recognized my 
picture and especl~lly since it was takan about ten 

I am hopIng to be able to come in f'or a meetIng of tlu3 
JRSO in the near future. In tbe meantlme, my cordIal 
regr:u'ds to all OtH' colleagues, to my slIccessor, 
Mr. Goldwoter, and especialLy warm greetings toyouo 

..".' ", Sincerr-.lly yours, 
" 

,···\!;;',~~jL1:;!i)-
Dn. I SR 1\ ITL GOLD 81' 'SIN 

IG : III 
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Temple." «ITlee of the Rabbi 
257 Wl!ST 88TH STREET270 WP.ST 89TH STRI!ET 

\ 1400 
P/lone: SCnUYI.IlR 4- ,1 4433 


, ' 


'CONGREGATION B'NAI JESHURUN 

.NEW YORK 24, N. Y. 
POUNDBD 1825 

January 11, 1951 

M.r. Ely Rock 

.TRBO 

r:/o Joint Di~trlbutloJ' Committee 

270 Madison Avenue 

New york Ci I.;y 


Dear Ely: " 
" 

With reference to the enclosed letter, have you 
any suggestion? Perhaps this sum can be turned over to some 
worthy instltut:i.on in Germany. What would be the proceduiJe 
and is the sum involved worth bothering about. Perhaps ~ 
would be just as well to turn it. over to the Jrx::. Please let 
me know the procedure. 

r····1.,\
\:;; \ ' 

S~npere ly yours,
\ ' .' 

. &r6t~.
V' ISRAEIJ GOLDSTEIN 
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January 10, 1951 

Mrs. "Srner,tine 1IJ!uncJt 
313 WSft C7th ~t. 
NewY ork 2Lr, N.Y. 

Rabhi I~rael Uoldstein 
270 Weft 89th Street 
New York 21.r., N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Goldttein: 

Mr. Levlnson told me that he informed you of the money I still 
have on a ba.nk in Germany spd Which I wish to put at your dis
posal for crarlty purposes. 

T~e amount, after co~version from Reichsmal'k into Deutsche M~l'k 
is : mc~ 297.40. or this amount, the first rate was due on August 
~, 1950; the second rate will be due on April 1, 1951, and the' 
tb:i.ro on Anr:1.1 1, 195'2. 'J'h8 money is on r>1.y amcount ( a so-called 
"Vorzugssperrguthaben I') at the Bank fuel' Hand:::!l and Inp.ustrie 
AG., Berlln- Cha.rlottenburg, Kant Strasse 17. 

As it is not legal to transfer the money to the U.S.A., it will 
have to be Ilsed so~~nl\lhere else. I am sure you wil.!. be able to 
collect the money and to 9ut it to good use on behalf of needy 
Jewtsh Deople wh~rev9l' you de~m it necessary. 

I shall be very glad to transfer the claim to ~homever you will 
indicate. Please let me ~now w~ether you erg interested in this 
donation and wbich steps I have to take in orner to enable you 
to collect the mangy. 

W'ith best per'sonal r8gards, 

Very sincer91y yours, 

Ernestine Mundt 

,r... 
en 
C!') 

~ 
'~ 
(('t) 

.,..~ 

.,' 
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FINANCIAL 6-1492 

PAUL H. VISHNY 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


33' N. LA BALLE B,!~, BUITE 1925 


CHICArm 2 


March 21, 1955 

jlffr. .Saul Kagan, 

,Jew:i.5h Hestitutiol1 SUCC8[lSOr, Organization 

270 Madison Avenue 

New York 16 , t~. Y. 


Dear Mr. Kagan: 


I hope that you can forgive me for the extreme delay in answering your 
previous letters. I hope I c:an make good my delay by promising you that I will 

" 
attenll)t to give your requests more prompt ~ttention .in the future. 

, 
f"irst of all, let me glve you Itr your records the correct description 

of the second parcel of real estate: 

Lots 19 to 23 in Block '( in Clark & Co. fourth addition to 
Clarlcd.ale, of the Northwest qnarter of the Southwest quarter 
of Section 35, township 33 North, Ran.ge 13 F;ast of the Tlti.rd 
Principal Meridian, in ('.ook COtwty, Illinois. 

I sen from thA tax records that this property is undoubtedly still 
vacant. That is, it was vacant through 1953. The later tax bills were not as yet 
available. I do krlOW thai:, the neighborhood is new, and is presently being built 
up, so t.hat it is altogether possible that the property is valuable. At any rate, 
the p.ropcl'ty was val\.led for tCl.X purposes at ~~2,133.00 in 1953 • 

.~s to the first parcel, the property 't'Tas valued in 1953 at $6,2(33.00. 
Lei; me say that boiih of the~Je valuations are undoubtedly far below the true value 
of the property. There no wcry of t.elling from the assessment the true value, 
but J ha"0 lmo.vn properties to sell easily for two to thr8e times the assessed 
tax valuation. I have been attempting to reach some real estate brokers who could 
give me some more defin.it8 jnformat.ion about the specific properties, but I have 
as yet been unsuccessful. ' 

I don I t know, whether the above information will suffice, but in the 
event it does not, please do not hesit,ate to communicate with me, and I will make 
a further attempt to find out some information as to the value. 

Once again, please pardon me for my delay and do not hesitate to call 
on m(~ at anytime. 

~Y011-.~ 
PllV:YII 

34410b 
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j.t".. " February 28, 1955 
\ 
\ i ~ 

Dr. G.\~ets 
JH.30 Berlin .....~.-.-"..'."."'--...'-

SUbject!"" Property ·;;~N..in-stog.li t.z J Arno-Holz-Str. 7 
;' HirSChbOrg5'Juergens - II / II 556 

. \ 
Dear Dr. il/eis: ",.....•.."".,_~~_...~,__ 

Thank you for lett.ing us have another copy of your letter 
of November 29th in connection ''lith the p..bove rne.ttor. 

On the uns:1.3· of t.his lettor '-If! were in fact able to trace 
it. in our ruos. .1 arn pleased to advise you. tha t on January 5th 
we had written again to Hr. KOti!3tein' 8 office in Chicago rnising 
the qtler-lIJ.o1l8 you ha.d brought. up in YDur letttlr .:>1' November 29th. 
~Je halfc not yet heurd from !1r. i(opstein t s office ami I shall be 
'Hritlng him agnill today. 

Sincerely yours, 

Saul Kagan 
~)l\ 1 rfb Secretary 

344401 
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F(~bruary 2B, 1955 

i"ll.l.X f\.. t',op ~3 trl.i.lI, .bt;q. 
33 Nort.h JA1~JBJ~e :·)tl~(;Ct 

Chtcnr,o 2, Illinois 

Att: Hr. Paul H. Viahny 

lJc8r Hr. Vislmy: 

I wac \londering whether you have had an 

o'pportunit.y t.o examine -I;.IH: quostiow:; l'1l:tsed in my lotter 

of .J~~mll'l.r;r 5th. :.;}IUf;l 1. Hln reluctant t,o trouble you; I 

woulr! he mOHt~ interested. In any conuaents you might have. 

51.ncerely your~l, 

Saul Kagan, 
:)i~: rfb Becretary 

34440Z. 
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.I E W I S II It EST I T UTI 0 N sue C E S S 0 R 0 R G A N I Z A 'f ION 

Il.ERLIN REGIONAL (iFFICE 

BERUN·DARLEM 
. FONTANF.STI1ASSE 16 

TELF.FON.76US1 

25 February 1955 
Dr. W/cz 

Mr•. Saul Kagan
c/o J [t S 0 
270 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, N.Y. 

SUBJECTs·· .. Property Berlin-Steglitz, Arno-Holz-Str. 7 
\ Hirscfiberg ..... /. Juergens - II / H 556 

" -...... '. 
Dear Mr. ~'agiirt,..·.......,-.. --.-'-> 

In reply to your letter of February 17, 1955 I am sending 
you eopy of our letter of November 29, 1954. 

cerely, 

/ 
I 

1111.. 
! 

Incl: a/s 

34440J 
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~R2iJ i~t:;'!i 

Cop y 

Berlin, November 29, 1954 
Hl'/il2l\ . 

Mr. Saul Kagen 

c/o JRSO 

270, Madison Avenue 

New Yo r k N.Y,. 

USA 


!Yf..:. 7, Arno Holz St., Berlin-Steglitz 

Dear Mr. Kagan, 

Reference is made to Mr. Galewski IS' letter dated 13th O~tober 1953 .. 
your answer of 19tp November 1953 and Mr. KopstfJin f s reply attached' 
thereto. We have now obtained serne additional data which may help 
Mr. Kopstein to secure some further information. 

As to the first parcel (Lot 25 Block 2 in Wtllfram's subdivision) 
we would like to ascertain whether and at which price Mr. Waldon E. Ras
musson would sell t;-le properf:y. 

l1egarding the second parcel it is supposed to have been in November 
1938, a plot not built upon in Crawford fl.ve) now Pulacki Road) Corner 84 
lots 19 to 23, 125 x 106 feet =13250 square feet. 

We wonder whether Mr. Kopstein Can find out; whether the plot is 
still not built upon and, if so, at which price it r:ould be bought. 

Sincerely yours .. 

H. TUCH 
JRSO Berlin Regional Office 



I . d . . 'd r published without written - ~ C p
This c.;0IW lIlay neither be transferred to at m party nor c.;OPIC ~ "., , F'I N ._.....:::G=--·__-·_L.._-__

1. ....~~Illissi~n fr~11llhe "Cenl r;ll Archives for the I·lis~ory of the J:Wlsh People ,Jeru~~_____ I e 0 .. -r-~~---.-~'-'-- "'--'-

Februqry 17, 1955 

TOI JHSO Berlin 

ReI 7. ~rno Hob: St •• :Be:rHn-Stegl1 t ~ 

C-ent 1 ernen: 

Upon rrtv return from :F.urotf! I frmnd. your letter .of 
J~nu~ry 26th. 1955. f~l1"''''inp: up thp. ~bt',)V'(! I'II'ltter. Si.noe 
ou.r file". h~wgvar. ,,-roe b~!Jed. on th~ n!Jmll~ f)ftl1divtd.uBls, 
rt:1ther th"ln the Ili.t.rlrIHu,e ~ nf. pT.O~rty. ,. t W,,!.9 not possible 
for U9 tCl l"~,te tha corr~'Spf)nrt~nce 1 n que'1U"n on the 
bf.'l91':! of th", flbovp. ref~ren,c.", r,1,lonE'. !lnd J '~t"ulrl, Ar.:rrecit:\te 
it. if youhnuldlat llq h~'"~' ~"M~ fnrt,her p,-,.rt1culara involved. 

S1.nc~:rF!l;v your"!, 

SK:,r-..lJN 

344405 
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JEWISII RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
i ",BERUN REGIONAL OFFICE 

BERLIN·DAHLEM January 26, 1955 
FONTANESTRASSE 16 Sl./lm 
,TELEFON: 761981 

JAN 31 f!lib, 

Mr. Saul K a g a n ~ 

c/o JRSO 

270, Madison Avenue 

New Y 0 r k, N.Yo· 


..!'ill: 7, Arno Holz St., Ber1in-Steg1itz 

In the above men~ioned matter we wrote you under 
November 29, 1954 but 'did not get any answer. We hope 
to hear from you as soon a~ possible. 

urs 

JRSO Berl n Region~l Office. 



This copy may neither. be transfer.red to a third party nor. ,copied or published without written 
permission from the "Central Archives for. the History of the Jewish Je'r\wlletn 

;' ,'1, 
"\"'>,; 

''I. • ~! j:' 
... 1 ••••: I 

, ;r 

',.J 

\ . 
. ,) 



This copy may neither be transrerred to a third party nor ,copied or published without written' , /'J"',,.11 /,.0" '. ", 
permission ~,~< t.~e.~:Central Archives for the History o~the Jem..s:h'1.?eo:,,:!:pJ:.:e~",~J:erusa:.:..:.:':.;1::.em:.:._-=Fi.;;·I:e~N.;o;.,;;;:;;;;;;;;u=:'1.7;;;;;;;;;'L.;;;';;;i;;;===-22:.i 

JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 

BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE 

DEC 2 1954BERLIN·DAHLEM 
FONTANESTRASS E 16 

TELEFON,761981 

Berlin, November 29, 1954 
UT/rm 

I:ir. Saul Kagan 
Air Mail

c/o JHSO 
270, f,jadison Avenue 
lIew Yorkll!..Y. 
USA 

n.E. 7, Arno Hob :3t., llerlin-Steglitz I ' 

Dear Mr. Eagan, 
, 

, j
Heference is made to r:ir. Galewski's letter elated 13th Odober 1953, j 

yotl:r answer of 19th Novemher 1953 and Wr. Kopstoin's reply attached thereto. i 
We have now obt~dned r~ollle ac'ldi tional data which may help bIr. Kopstein to r."',-
SeG\lre some further informatj.on. ,.':1. 

As to the first I)arcel (l,ot 25 in Block 2 in Wolfram's subdivision) i· 
t.vie would like 'to ascertain whether· and at V',hich price Mr. ~Naldon Eo Has

mussen wOtJ..ld sell the pToperty.' 
Hegardine I;he second parcel it is supposed to have been in Hovember 

1930, 1:1 plot not built upon in Gr~!,:\,vford Ave ( now Pulacki Hoad ) Corner 84 
Lots 19 t'O 23,125 x 106 feet = 1~;~~50 square fat. 

Yie wonder whether Mr. Kop8tein can find out, whether the plot is 
rstill not built upon and, if so, at which price it could 'be bought. t 
~......,.,<,: 

.~ 

Sincerely .yonrs, i 

If~ft/" 
U. TUCH 

.JRSO !3erlin Hegional· Office 

344408 
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Mr. W. 0a1ewald - JRSO Ber11n, 

"Re. ? Arno-Ho12-St •• Berl1n-Stegllh 

.,:Reference 19 ml)rJ.e to Y9ur' letter of Ootober 13. 195), 1,n thEt' 
!." .abt'V8 matter. We b'ld immadhtely conhoted one of the Jevlah orgR


n1 zstion9 in Chlesgo. and the, had placed the matter into th~ haM. 

of one of .their lq leader8.~n attorD.87 in,Ohlcago. -"'''';! 


I am now enclosing a. cOw Jof' the rep17 we h&ve received.'from., ,"\ " ' 
the Chlcago la1f1el". which i8 aelf-exp1anat0I7:.1 i'yond.r,vha~~~('.'~;~~~i:, ,: j;(', 
thie informlltion 19 sufficient for your purpo9618. '.App:rent17:~:1't'~va8j,.::, ' ' ,
DO' 'POu1ble to 'ascertain the'value of the real,: estate in-'qu~8t,.On.:f:~i,(;·~",t~,;,,\~, 
but it would appear that there was' ~.n fRet a tm,nder' b7 Ju~rge~;J:j!r: ' "; <' "; 
to Mr. Hirschberg, a1 though Juergens eubeequ8nUy aeemed to'b&:ve;'trie,4:';' 
to A. t aeide thie t.ransfer. ~;, ", ",' 

If you have aPT additional data in thie matter which might be : 
helptul to the Chicago attorne1. we eball of cGur,eebe reaq"ta commu~"" 
nioate wi tb him again to secure vhate.ver;turther/iD..formatioD ,po881ble~ ", ":, ' 

, '. ::"". :., 

Sincere'lY yours,. ,. '. 

" 
, ' . ;' 

Saul ltagan 
" 


SK:Atm 

Inc. 

. ....,.~ .... 

\
'. 

, , .:; 
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. ,"', 

. '.~. 
! . 

~ r, t' ' .'. ;, :. • 

~ .; I'. ~ " 

.; 
." 'i~", ,'rhS.a ,,111 aclcnowledge '1our leUer ntl'oyemb~r 17th. . ' 

. . ,"',','.' .. ' , ~r 
I would 11k. \0 tlilke i thie oPPOI"u~1t7 to esp",e "he "\:, 

ellaM" apprec:laUoD of our organi?JlUOD for ),oul'!,effort. ·111 
i:.', .

cnnneetioD with thie matter. I, realize that tbt,'muet hav. beSIS'. 
8 tedlouIJ and U_-conaum1nl)! lne.Uer· a.Dd "e are eleepi1 Bn.teM '. 
for ),our help.,,. 

1 have fGJ'Warded your letter to our Berlia regional of
flea, tram which the IDq~lr.r orlgiunted anel 8Ugce.te~ thatthe1, 
.end to Uti! &rv further .informatioD/in tMlr'po'uleaelol1 wMch,' 
might8ern ~o olar1t1 the maUGI' furthe.r.' . 

',', ,', 

With man, thanketor your cooperation, 

SinceI'd;), ;yours~.. 

" ."Saul lagsn 
{ .. 

Bxecutlye5eoret~r.J 
, '. '. ~ 

:.~.~.~ 
. " '" . . . 

http:8Ugce.te
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MAX A. KOPSTEIN ". 
ATTORNEY AT LAW j ,j~j~J

" .. 
33 NORTH LA SALLE STREET 


CHICAGO 2 


November 17, 1953 

Mr. Saul Kagan, 
Execut,ive Secretary 
,T8w:i.sh Rest.itution Successor Organization 
270 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Kagan: 

Your inquiry of October 19th wi th reference to certain parcels 
of real estate in ChicagQwas referred to us by Habbi Sldney J. Jacobs, Execu
tive Director of the American Jewish Congress in Chicago. 

As to the first parcel (Lot 25 in Block 2 in Wolframs sub
division), ther;fl is no way we can ascertaln what the value or the rental is. 
The same would probably apply to the second parcel. There was a transfer of 
the property from Otto tTuergens to Sierr.fried Hirschberg on November 10, 1938, 
recorded November 30, 1938 as documellt .No. 12242399. Subsequently, there was 
a suJt to set aside this transfer. Mr.i Hlrschberg transferred title to one 
Katherine Marek on November 11, 19h4. The property is apparently owned by 
one Weldon E. n.asmnssen. Perhaps.if I knew the interest of Rasmussen, I 
could find out more about the property.' As far as I can ascertain, there 
we.re no encumbrances on the prop~rty at the time it was transferred in 1938. 

As to the second parcel (Lots 19 t.o 23, Block 7, Wallace G. 
Clarck), the legal description which YOll gave is incomplete. There have been 
va.rlous further Clarck subdivisions, a.nd I could not locate the property from 
the description I had. If you could send to me the correct description of the 
property, or the street address, I ....'llibe very happy to send to you any 
information l'lhich I am able to obtain. ' 

I hope the above information is satisfactory to you. If I 
can be of servj,ce to you in any way, please let me know. 

~4~ 
PAUL H. VISHNY 

PHV:YH 
cc: Habbi Sidney tT. Jacobs 

. t 

344411 
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MRS. ROBER I J. SAMUF.l.S 
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MRS. MORRIS l. MINKUS 

MRS; MAURICE NIANICK 
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Alhonv Pork 
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SUITE 800 • 28 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD • CHICAGO 4. ILL 

WEbster 9-4523 

A { 

II'lAJ. 

Mr. Saul Kagan 
Executive Secretar,y 
Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 
210 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Dear Mr. Kagan t 

Your letter of october 19th addressed to Rabbi 80lolllOn Rosenberg 
came to my attention, since Rabbi Rosenberg is no longer in our em
ploye and has Moved to California. 

1 have turned your colllllnmication over to one of the National Vice... 
Presidents of the .American Jewis~ Congress who resides :in Chicago 
and is an eminent lawyer. I am. sure that he will communicate with 
you shortly. If you wish to contact him, his name and address area 

Mr. Max.A.. Kopstein 
Room 1925 
33 North La Salle street 
C~cago 2~ illinois 

FInancial 6-1492 

Please be assured of our willingness to cooperate at all times witb 
your organization. 

SJJ/amj 
.cc: Max A. Kopstein 

C',! 
;f-,l 
~... 
~ 
'Cj'I

ABROADI\T HOME (") 
10, rept~$p..nt Jcwi~h Interests bdore Govornments andTo orgoni1t'~ 111~ Amt!ricon Jewi..h Community for Unity 
interrtolio(101 Bodies ••• 10 work for Rc5fort'l,jon ofof'!cl D~IH~crocy it' J~wish Affoirs .•• 10 Develop ('In 
Jewish Ri9hlS ••• To outlaw onH·Semiti$In through~l"foHHP'("t rt,b!ic Opinio!l on Jf!wi~h Problem~ .. , To 
out th~ world,combcd clnfi·So,uili';'H !11 QlI it!> PhCl!>~!'i. 
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October 19, 195) 

': "'"~llthU~~(- /WV"!\ ,I(}}" '~ ~ 
I "t" ,.' ~. :: ..:' 

Rabb1 S~lolllOn Rotenberg I· .~. 
American Jewish Oongre88 . 

Suite 800, 28 li1ast,\!'ackeon Blvd; 

'Chicago 4,. I111noi8 

.' . .. -; 

Dear Rabbi Rosenberg I 

1 would greatq a.ppr$cSate 1t it y:nu . could. :a86il!lt Uti .lD........ . 
connection with an inqui17 ;or1ginat1ng ..fr,o,m·; our. Berl1n reg1oDal";);',' :.: d, 

office. In the pro08uing of fl.retlti;tutloll.clalm,.in tbat.c1t7.;·.:';·)~:~:'~), ...;ti!~/
.!. '. . " .,. • .' ,,, 

our ottice requiree information regarding·the;;~l.:u.e..' ot.r.~~t~;'~f~'''''·'''l.J:y;."ll'~[·\·: 
. real estate in Chicago,' d9,cr1beda8;tollo~i 1::"bF:;'>' . ;':::,"~~~~:~i~~; . "";..;.~,;~\; 

." ' ; ~:" ': '.:~, ~'::~L;, ,";, !<~:·t .,J ;t':~"»~~~l,l: ,~.~.~;:{.~" 

1) Lot 25 in bloc.\c: 2 in Wolframe 9ubd1vlaion'.of blo.ok.'8;.i1n;;~he 
.Oanal Truatee' 8 SUbdiv1sion ot the.· .a~t: hal:! ot, .eotl~DJq29.~· 
Township 40, northra'llge'14, eait '~f·"theTh1,r41Pr1nCllpal 
Mer14ian. in Cook CourtV •. 1ll1no.ie., ", }''', 

. '; " 
.
'
1,

' . 
2) Lot; 19 to 2). block .,,' Wallace G. 'Clarck &. Co •. S•. :3S.·1.v ,a,·,;;: .. :... ::, 

B.' 1). . :..: '.~ -' ;. . ';::".' .' '~!~r.:·;~~:;(;.~.\i·' 
The property JIIent1onedund~r 1)w~8 ~ppo,ed to i'~ld a' ~ol1thl7'" 'F:> ::,:.:,~ ;'" 
rent of $52.00. There were eUPPO_IIa4.~:t.;o.:b.e .n«>encumbrancea Oll.;t~;" .' "" 
propertiell at the time the;y were,~.~~)),i"-·in 19)8. . , 

. . . ',j' .. ... '. : ,I . 

In addition to information re&nrcl~~ t;'h~·cV.e.lue of the.e'p1e~I. 
we wo.uld, grell.t q appreciate 1 t 1f'1.t could', be "a90ertalud whether·', '. 
th1l propert;y was tl'8Jlster.t'8d in 19)8 trom Dr. Otto W. Juergene. " ", ,'! 
to Mr. Siegfried. HirBchberg. . ,.' .. '" ,,' . ": 

I am ver,y grateful for Tour help in thie matter. 

SK:At1I Saul Kagan 
,Executive Secretar,v 

, . 

<,.". , 

3 4. 4t~'t;~': ii.· ::::',' 

.,.'. '".' 1 ':I~ If ~ I 
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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
BERLIN REGIONAL OFFICE 

BERLIN - DAHLEM 
FONTANESTRASSE .16 

Tel E F 0 N, 76 1~ 81 

Ootober 13, 1953 
Ga/tz. 

Mr. Saul K a g a n 
0/0 J R S 0 

Air 	Mail210 Madison Ave. 

Hew Y 0 r k 16, N.Y. 


Dear Mr. Kagan I 

ReI 1 Arno~Holz-St •• Berlin-Steglitz 

We are working on a restitution claim conoerning the 

above property. The sales oontract was con.oludedon August 24, 

1938, between Siegfried Hirschberg, in Berlin, sud Dr. Otto W. 

Juergens, :I.n Graz. In lieu o!' a purchase price the buyer oon... 

veyed to the seller properties in Chicago desoribed ass 


(1) 	lot 25 in blook 2 in Wolframs subdivision of blook 8 
in the Canal Truste~'s Subdivision of the east half 
of section 29, Township 40, north range 14, east of 
the ThirdPrinoipalMeridian, in Cook County, Illinois. 

JDts 19 to 23, blook 1, Wallace G. plarck & Co. s. 35. 
T. 38. E.. 13. 

The property mentioned under (1) was supposed to yield a monthly 
rent of 520-" dollarso There were supposed to be no enoumbrances 
on the properties. 

If you see any way of asoertaining the va.lue of the 
Chioago properties, we should be glad to receive what information 
is available. 

The buyer, Dr. OttoWo Juergens, Graz, Panorama-Hof, 

ola:i.me to be USAoonsul. Is this true? 


sinOSlaly yours,
UllJ' 

W.. Ga1ewski 
JRSO Barl n Regional Offioe 
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26.5.1955 
Dr.Kajgf 

M e m 0 

To 	 Mr •.Ii'erencz 

Dr. Weia 


From 	 Dr.Katzenstein 

Re 	 MarthA. Neuhaus .j_. Sueddeuhche Bank A. G. 

The apJJeal of the Suedd()utsohe Bank A.G. againat the judgment of 

the Land.gericht Munioh I of 1 April 1954 has been rejeoted by the 1st 

Civil Senate of the Bundeegerichtahof. 


.' 

Dr.Kraus of Karlsruhe who represented Bavaria as Nebeninterveniont 
hUB informed me thereot, adding' flNachdem der'Desohluse dee Groesen Se
nate vorlag, war dieses Urteil ja nur noch eine Forms8che und konnte 
gar nioht anders 8uefallen.tI 

.~. ,:" ... 

E. Katzonstein 

'. 
CC J Mr. KagB,n &'/'" 

Dr. Lache 
Dr. Simon 

http:8uefallen.tI
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MI\Y t) 1955 

May', 1955 
Dr.Ka./gf

) 

To 	 Mr. Ferenoz 
Dr. Wale 

From 	 Dr ,t.,..J(a tzene tein ,'/-" ~ ",.,...,.-' 
...--....) ~.,.......# 

ne Neuha.uer"./. Suaddeutsohe ,Bank A.O. 
The d1eion of the GrOBse Senat fuer Zlvllsllohen des 

"osgerichtohofes. 

With referenoe to my Memo of' 2 ,May 1955 I enolose oOPY of my 
letter of 29 April 1955 addressed to Regierungsdlrektor Kalzik of 
the Bavarian Ministry of Finance in Munioh. 

I ha.ve also spoken to nerr Ka1zik ovor the phone. He will 
proc~a8 the restitution case Lnnd Bavaria ./. Deutsohe Reioh which 
is pending before the, Hest! tution .flgenc,v Obarbayern wi th:erogard to 
the same seourities (eelu page 20 of the deoidon of the X. Oroase 
Zivilosnat). Land Bavaria will, a~~dlng to Regierungadlrektor 
Kl\iz1k. take this reetitutlonollse ~ll lleetitution Courts up 
to CORA. . 

He will alao inutruct Dr~ Kruus, now to intervene no tlNeben
in,t.ervenient It on behalf of Land Bavaria before the 1. Zivileenut 
of the Bundeageriohtshof. 

1 will oontaot Dr. Kraus lIB Roon as 1 ha.ve a oOPY of ne{~is
run(fodirektor Kai8ik' 8 inl.1t,ruotioria to him. 

/L-
F.. Katzenstein 

Enol. t' a/e 

co. Mr. Kagan~: ,,,~,~,.~,. , 
rlr. Lecho 
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29.4.1.955 
Dr.Ka/gt 

110 de,s 
Ba.yerhohe ~~ta.llhmlniAt,Grium <l{!r Finlln~'l(m 
Mu e n c h • n 22 
Ludwlgt:1 true". 2 

M!..t.!. Ma.rtha N e u h a u e i.l. Sueddeuteohe Bank 

$ehr (J'flehrtel' Ile.rr Itegierungodlrektorl 

leh nehme M'. dass Sie von Herrn Dr • Kraus In Karlsruhe ueber die 
Enteoheidung des OrODfJen Sanato tuQl' Zlvl1s,achen dee DundeBgerichtA
hofos in Kenntnl0 goootsll nind.', Herr Dr.Kraue hat mil' cUe Entoohel
dung ueber&andt und loh geutattlt mil', Ihnen In d"l' Anlage ein. Ab

,; 
f eohrift nebat Kopie eoineo Begi~ltbr19tes uu uubersenden. 

leh glnube, dass wlr daruobor elnig slnd. da88 die Entsoheidung 
grundfUl.etzl1ch falsoh iot unit die mtLsegebendon Gesiohtepunkte deo 
iuooker-fltattUrlffsgGoellSQm nicht borueckolohUgll. 

Wedel' durfto del' Antrag dor Wiodergutroaohungsbohoerc1e Muonchom, .. ,~ .. 
d9r gem. Art.71 DEG gostellt war, absewieoen worden, nooh durfte da
hin erkannt worden, dass db ordentl1ohsn Oerichte fuel' dleee, dsn 
RUQokorstattungsssriohten allain vorbehaltene Frage zuotaendig sind. 

Di. Sache wlrdnun zur EntRcheidung an den 1 •. Ziviloenat zurueok
gohon, d1eaur hat ja a1101n ueber die 5prungrovision d.or Sueddeutschen 
Bank zu ontsch0idon. die Aeusflerung deD GroAll.'en ~nats fuel' Ziviloaohon 
nteJlt Ja nur eina gutaohtliohe St.llungnahme dar. 

E8 erscheint mil' deohalb nunmehr notwendig, dnse 1n Form elner be
Boncloren Nebenintervention, die dom 1., ~~ivi18enn.t su u.eberreiohen iot, 
dngohonc1e Stel J.ungn4hme genommon w1rd und 'cu. 41e89(11 t1&;O ReohtBnut
fasDung unter kritiocher AuoelnnndoreetzUng mltdom Urteil des Oroanen 
ZivileonBte dar6e1oet wird. I 

Ioh _aeret Ihnen de.nk'bar. sehr tt9ohrtul' Herr Regiert.Ullgodirektol', 
wonn Sie Blah daS5u B.euevern wuer(lon und wann otwalne Anweiaungen von 

2 
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Ihnen t.~n Herrn llr.Kra,ua ergohen wuorden, mit delD ·lab mioh dSlID gerne 
21wocko selner Un taratuetaul1g in Verb1nd.ung setzerl wuerdo. 

Dei u.noer'!lr JJeolireohun~ l!~ndf) Maerz hatten Sie darauf hingewlGssn, 
dasa 1m Fall I N(lu}ll:\l~ll uoberhlJl.upt niuhto Gft8ohohen aell die Suoddeut
sohe Dank habe rJlcht elnmrtl elnen Sporrvermerk gomacht od~r del'll Dout
achen Roioh aine .~ittel1ung von del' Ex1st~nz del' Wertpapiere zugehon 
11!tJoen. 

tUft hAtten woitor geaagt, dtuJS - wenn der .Bundoageriahtohof 1m 
Fnll Nouhauo gegen .l3ayern enteohdden wuerd.e - DIll'ern einen 111181ien 
.Fall VOl' d.en Bundosgerlohtehof b:dnaen und Ke1nen Vergleioh ml t den 
Bankon gonehmigen wuords. Die Bankon werden ... naoh Ihror Anaiobt 
ohne Ba}'erruJ ZusUmmuftlS doh mit den RutJokeretattun6obsroohUs'.n 
.nloht l\Ut Froipbe (h~~. Wertpaplore olnigen. 

leh waara Ihnen fuar 1111"0 bli\ldpfaeU1go nUQCkaeUDE,urung zu Dnnk 
v()rpflichtet und hin· mi t a.en Y0rb1rldliohotf.ln Grues".n 

Ihr orgebenor 

/[/ 
l~. E. Aateenotein 
Db-ector 
l)laflD and Oporo.tions· Board 

344418 
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May. 2, 1955 y,.." \' 

Dr.Ka/gf MAY 6 1955 

M e m 0 

To 	 Mr. Ferencz 
Dr. Weis 

From 	 Dr. Katzenstein 

Re 	 ~~he Decision df 'the 
"Grosse Senat fuer Zivilsachen des Blll1desgerichtshofes" 
Martha Neuhau~ ./. Sue,ddeutsche Bank A. G. 

The Grosse Senat f.uer Zivilsachen dcs Bundesgerichtshofes has 
hfl,nded dm'ln its decision, copy of which is enclosed together with 
cop:i.es of i;he covering letters of Dr. Kraus of 26 April' 1955 who 
represented Land Bavaria in the proceedings. 

When vie heard, of the order of the 1. Zivilsenat des Bundesgerichts
hofes of 26 November 1954 to submit the case to the Grosse Senat fuel' 
Zivilsacben (of. my Memo of 7 ,February 1955), we immediately urged 
l,ano Bavaria. to intp.l'vene as "Nebenintervenient". Bavaria instructe~ 
nr. Kraue of Karlsruhe to guard her ~nterests. Vlhen:pr. Kraus contacted 
the Grosse Senat fuer ZivilsB;chen, he was informed that the Grosse 
Senat had already considered and decided .the matter, but that the cle~.1 
cision had not yet been. issued.. (4'1- 116(1, 4,,,l flfe ttl-hIC,t luft'ftth'pll -ftr'lt:y ,f,~ ~r ./.q~'r 
I'Nt:."",,,qJ L,.,/",. 11.7. 71 IIr.:I t. J~!., ' , 

We, thereupon, immediately prepared a brief for Dr. Kraus with 
the points we saw proper to make in t.he case, which, he ,presented 'to 
the Grosse Senat fuer Zivilsachen. It did not help, though the 
Grosse 8enat at least, in Para 5 of the enclosed decision, made 
an exception for heirless securities. ' 

Whether the, proviso su.fficiently protects the interests of ,the 
Successor Organi:;mtion, is doubtful as it is open whether or not 
in spite of 'Art.51 Mil. Gov. Law 59 - the onus is upon the IRSO to 
prove that securities are heirless.' • 

The decision as an expresBion of a legal op~nJ.on, nevermind its 
motives and tendencies, is bastcally wrong.' It is in'flat disregard 
of the clear intention of the legislator of Mil. Gov. Law 59 and of 
unambiguous provisions therein. It isa dangerous precedent and an 
usurpation of rights and flll1ctions not entrusted, and never intended 
to be entru.stjed, to a. German Civil Court; an encroachment upon pre
rogatives of TIestitution Courts; the assumption of sovereign rights 
which, even after coming tnto force of the Contractual Agreement, would 
'not be conferred upon the Highest German Civil Court. It tries to cur
tail the radius of activities of the IRSO by confining and restricting 
it to cases under Art.lO Mil.Gov.Law 59 in completedieregardof the 
provision of Art.ll Mil.Gov.Law 59, which holds a dominating position 
in the field of restitution in the US Zone of Germany, arid, for all 
practical purposes, it intends to doiaway with CORA AdviSorY Opinion 
No.1. ~ 

/,.... I, '," '1.,·i ,!,~,-,:
Encl.: a/s 

E. Katzenstein 
cc: Mr. Kagan I---	 ,'" 

Dr. Simon 	 344419 
Dr. Lachs / 

'Mr. M!~yl.·owi tz 
Dr. Schoenfeldt . \ 
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Fuer das Nachsch1agewerk! 

Fuer die Amt1iohe Samm1ung! 

Gesetz: Par 3 der 11. DVO zum Reichsbuergergesetz vom 25. November 

1941 (RG Dl. I, 722) ; Art 1,' 2, 10, 11, 57, 60, 71 RE~G (AmZ) 

Rechtssatz: 

1. 	Ein Verfolgter dae nationalsozia1istischen Regimes kann, 

ohne ein Verfahren nach dem fuer die amerlkanische Be

satzungszone geltenden Rueckarsta~tung8gese~z eingeleitet 

Zl.l hahan, Wertpapiere von der Verwahrbank herausvarlangen, 

die seinerzeit durch Par' 3 der 11. DVO zum Reichsbuergerge

setz vom25. November 1941 zugunsten des REiches fuer ver

f!'LIlen erklaert, gege? die aber keine weiteren Massnahmen 

getroffen worden waren, wenn aie Wertpapiere unter seinem 

Namen waehrend der nationalsozialistischen Herrschaft im 

D.~pot der Ba.nk lagen und heute (}.och dort liegen und dem 

Herausgabever1angendas Recht der Wertpapierbereinigung 

nicht entgegensten.t~. 

2. 	Die Verfall serklad'l:ung des Par j der 11. DVO zum Reichsbuerger

gesetz war wegen Verstosses gegen die Eigentumsgarantie 

und den Gle:i.chheitssatz von vornherein nichtig. Ein Gperr

vermerk, del' lediglich der Beachtung dieser nichtigen Ver

fallerklaerung dienen solIte, ist als gegenstahdslos zu be

ha.nde1n. 

3. 	Die Verfallserklae,rung bildete einen Entziehungstatbestand 

im Sinna del' Rueckerstattungsgesetze, soweit sie eine 

tatsaechliche Behinderung des Vermoegensinhabers in der 

freien Verfuegung ueber sein Vermoegen zur Folge hatte. Der 

Verfolgte oder seine Erben gewannen jedoch mit dem Zusam

menbruch des nationa1sozialistischen Regimes ohne weiteree 

die uneingeschraenkte Verfuegungsmacht ueber solche fuer ver:'" 

fallen erk1a8rte Vermoegensgegenstaende zurueck, die ohne Ver

aenderung der sie betreffenden tatsaechlichen Verhaeltnisse 

34~020 
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erhalten geblieben waren. Der Durchfuehrungeines Ruecker

stattungsverfahrens bedurfte es bei solcher Sachlage nicht • 

. 
\

4.Lebten zur Zeit des Zusammenbruchs weder der Verfolgte noch 

Leibes- oder. Testarnrmtserben von ihm, so~.handel t es sich 
, 

bei dern von der Verfa~lserklaerung betroffenen Verrnoegen, auch 

wenn es im uebrigen unangetastet geblieben ist, urn entzoge

nes Verrnoegen irn iSinne der Rueckerstattungsgesetze, das von , ) 

den Nachfolgeorganisationen in Anspruch genornmen werden 

kann. 

5. 	Die EntschGid.llng der Frage, ob ein Tatbestand in den An

wendungsbereich der Rueckerstattungsgesetze faell t, ist den. 

ordentlichen Gerichten nicht entzogen.
I 

Aktenzeichen: GSZ l:l/54 
Beschl uss des Gross(m Senats fuer Z,ivilsachen des J3GH v;:;rn 28. Februar 1955 

344421 
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A b eo h ri f i 

Dr.' jur.K. Kraus An die Karlsruhe, 26.April 1955 
Rechtsanwalt 'Jewish Restitution 
be 1m BlUldesgeriehtshof ,sueoessor Organisation 
Ka.rl sruhe ,Erzbergstr. 2,. Frankfurt / Main

Tel. 24204 Grueneburgweg 119Pbstseheekkonto:Nuernberg 9019 

Betr.: Suedd. Bank .j. N~uhA.uS 

Sehr geehrter Herr Kollege! 

leh ueberreiche Ihnen'der Einfaehheit wegen 
ab) den Beschluse des Grossen Senats GSZ 4/54 

) einen DurehschlA.g,rneines Sdhreibens an die Oberfinanz
direk"tion - Zweigstell~ Muenehen. 

Wie Sie aus der Ziffer 4 des Leitsatzes des Besehlussee und auch 

aus d8ssen Begruendung ersehen koennen, hat der Besehluss die, 

Ihrer geschaetzten Anregung entsprech?nd gebraehtenAusfuehrungen 

gewuerdigt und aueh den F;:tll behandelt; dass zur Zeit des Zu..;. 

sammenbruchs imFruehjahr 1945 wedel' der Verfolgte 

noeh Erben von ihm vorhanden waren. 


Ergebenst 

gez. K. Kraus 

Rechtsanwalt 

http:N~uhA.uS
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Dr. Karl Kraus 26.April 1955 
Rechtsanwa.l t 
beirn Bundesgerichtshof 
Karl sr u h e 
Erzbergerstr~ 2 - Tel.24204 

An die 
Oberfinanzd.1rektion 

Zweigstelle 

M u e n c h e n.ll 
Isrnaningerstrass0 95 

Detr.: Rechtsstreit Neuhaus ./. Suedd. Bank 
"Nr. M 23652 I B 4~3 II 	 " 

In genannter Sache gestatte ieh mir anliegend den Beschlusa 

des Grossen Senats vorn 28.2.55 - GSZ 4/54 - zu uebersenden, 

Wenn aueh diesar Beschluss naeh wie vor auf .die Sitzung vorn 

28.2.55 BHZUg nimmt, so ist aus seiner Begruandung doeh 

zweifello8 ersichtlieh, dass er die Ausfuehrungen, die ieh 

speziell auf Anregung d.er JRSO maehte, noeh berueeksichtigt 

hat. Bas deekt sieh aueh dam~t, dass nach meiner Information 

die Saehe nochmals eingehend:ueberprueft wurde. Allerdings hat 

das leider nieht zu einer Aenderung des frueheren Standpunkts 

gefuehrt, sondern nur dazu, dass die Begruendung ergaenzt und 

erweitert wurde. 

Der Beschluss ist fuer die amtliche Sammlung und fuer das Nach-. 

schlagewerk des BGH mit folgendem LEd tsatz bestimmt: 

"Gesetz: 	Par 3 der 11. DVO zum HEichsbuergergesetz vom 25. 

November 1941 (nG BI. I, 722); Art. 1, 2, 10, 11, 

57, 60, 71 REG ( AmZ ) • 

Rechtssatz: 

1. 	Ein Verfolgter des nationalsozialistischenRegirnes 

kann, ohne ein Verfahren nach dem fuer die ameri

kanischen BesatzUl}gszone geltenden Rueckerstattungs
.'zu 

gesetz e:i.ngeleitet haben, Wertpapiere von der 

'Verwah:rhank herau svel'langen, die seinerzei t durch 
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Pal' 3 der 11. DVO zum Reichsbuergergesetz vom 25. November 1941 


zugunstAn des Reiches fuer verfallen erklaert, gegen die aber 


keine weiteren Massnahmen getroffen worder! waren, wenn die 


Wertpapiere unter seinam N~men waehrend der nationalsoziali 


stiachen Herrschaft 1m Depot der BanK: lagan und haute noch 


dort liegen und dem Herausgabeve:r:langen das Recht der Wart


papierbereinigung nieht entgegensteht. 


2. 	Die Verfallerklaerung des Par 3 der 11. DVO zum Reiehsbuerger


gesetz war wegen Verstosses gegen die Eigentumsgarantie 


und den, Gleichheitssatz von vornherein nieht. Ein Sperr


vermerk, der lediglieh der Beaehtung dieser nichtigen Ver


fallserklaerung dienen solIta, ist ala gegenstandslos zu' 


behandeln. 


3. Die Verfallserklaerung bildet-e einen Entziehungstatbestand, 
im Sinne der Rueckerstattungsgesetze, soweit sie eine 


tatsaeehliche Behinderung des Vermoegensinhabers in der 


freien Verfuegung ueber sein Vermoegen zur Folge hatte. Der 


Ve:rfolgte oder seine,Erben gewannen jedoch ·mit ,dem Zusam


menbruch des nationalsozialistisehen R9gimes ohne weiteres 


die uneingeschraenkte Verfuegungsmaeht ueber solche fner ver


fallen erkibaerte Vermoegensgegenstaende zurueck, die ohne Ver. ' 

aenderung der sie betreffenden tatsaechlichen Verhaeltnisse 


erhalten geblieben waren. Del' Durehfuehrung einee Rueoker


stattungsverfahrons bedurfte es bei solcher Sachlage nicht. 


4. 	Lebten ~tlr Zeit des Zuaamm~mbruchs wedel' del' Verfolgte noch 


Leibes- oder Testamentserben von ihm, so handelt es sieh 


bEd dem' von der Verfallser!~laerung betroffenen Vermoegen, 


auah wenn es im uebrigen uhangetastetgeblieben ist, urn ent


zogenes'Vermoegen im Sinne der Rueekerstattungsgesetze, das 


von'den Nachfolgeorganisatiohen in Ansprucp genommen 


werden kann. 


5. 	 Die Entscheidung der Frage, ob ein Tatbestand in den Anwen

dungsbereieh del' Rueckerstattungsgesetze faellt, ist den 

ordentllchen Geriehten nicht entzogen." 

Ergebenst 
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, GSZ 4/54 

Be s a hI u s s 


In 	dem Rechtsstreit 

der Sueddeutstheu Bank AG,·Filiale Muenohen, LenbachJllatz 2, 
gesetzlich vertreten durchdie Vorstandsmitglieder Dr. Tron 
und Osterwind, 

Beklagten und Revisionsklaegerin, 

- Prozessbevol1maechtigter: Rechtsanwalt Prof.Dr.Moehring 

gegcn 

Ma.rtha Neuhaus, Diessen am Ammersee, Rotterstr. 242 1/3 
Klaegerin und RevisionAbekl~Gte, 

" 

- l'rozessbevollmaechtigt8r~ Rechtsanwalt Dr. Krille 

hat der Grosse Senat fuer Zivilsachen des Bundesgerichtshofes 

in der Sitzung yom 20. Februar 1955 unter Mitwirkung des 

PraesidentElfl des Bundesgel:ichtshofes Dr. h.c. Weinkauff, des 

Senatspraesidenten Dr. Tasche und der Bundesrichter Dr.h.o. Wil

de, Dr. Pagendarm, Johannson, Dr. Fischer, Dr. Krueger-Nieland, 

Dr. Hauss und Dr. Grossmann gemaess Par 136, 137 GVG beschlOSSFln: 

A. 	 Ein Verfolgter des nationalsoziaH~.I;ischen Regimes 
kann, ohne ein Verfahren nach dem hler die amerikani

... 	 sche Besatzungszone geltenden Rueckerstattungsgesetz' 
eingGleitet 'zu,haben, Wertpapiere von der Verwah:t
bank herausverlangen, die seinerzeit durch Par 3 der 
11. DVO zum fieichsbuergergesetz vo.!1l 25.November 1941 
(RGD! I, 722) zu Gunsten des Reiches fuer ver~allen 
erklaert, gegen die roer keine wei teren Massnahmen ge
troffen worden waren,' wenn die Wertpapiere llllter sei 
nem Hamen im Depot chn? Bank lagen und heute noch dort 
liegen und dam Herausgabeverlangen das Recht der Wert
papierbereinigung nioht entgegensteht. 

B. 	 Der Antrag der Wiedergutmachungsbehoerde Oberbayern 
yom 18. Februar 1955, das vor dem Grossen Senat fuer 
Zivilsachen anhaengige Verfahren gemae8s Art 71 Aba 1 
Satz 2 am REG auszusetzen, wird abg(31ehnt. 

344425 
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Gruende: 

A. 

1. Dnm I. Zivilsenat Hegt fOlgender Fall zur Ent

8cheidungvors Die Klaegerin, eine wegen ihrer juedischen 

Abstammung Verfolgte des natienalsozialistischen Regimes, 

wanderte im Jahre 1939 in die Schweiz aus. Sie hinterliess 

bei der Beklagten ein Depot mit Wertpapieren. Dieses Depot 

ist waehrend der Zeit der nationalsozialistischen Herrschaft 

und auch spaeterhin, unveraendert auf den Namen der Klaegerin 

in den Buechern der Beklagten eingetr~n geblieben. 

Dile Klaegerin hat na'bh Kriegsende ihren Wohnsi tz in 

die Bundesrepublik zurueck verIegt. Sie hat Hueckerstattungs

ansprueche nach Massgabe des hier in Frage stehenden Rueck

erstattungsgesetzes fuer die amerikanische Besatzungszone 

( im folgenden am REG) nicht angemeldet. Mit derKIage ver

lA-nst sie die Herausgabe der in dem Depot befindlichen 

Wertpapiere. 

Die Beklagte hat Klagabweisung beantragt. Sie machto 

gell;end, dass sie nicht in der Lage sei, das Eigentum und 

VerfuegUiigsrecht der Klaegerin an den herausverlangten Wert

papieren auzuerkennen, da siese gemaesa Par 3 der 11. DVO zwn 

Reichsbuergergesetz seinerzeit dem Deutschen Reich verfaIle

nen Wertpapiere yonder Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

(JRSO) unter Berufung auf Art 11 am REG zu Eigentum 

beansprucht wuerden. 

Da.s Landgericht hat der .Klage stattgegeben. Die Be

klagte hat gegen diese Entscheidung mit Zustimmung del' KIae

gerin Sprungrevision (Par 566 a ZPO) eingeIegt. 

~ 1)6
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II. Der I. Zivilsenat hat dem Grossen Senat fuer Zivil

sachen unter Bezugnahme auf Par Par 136; 137 GVG folgende Fr~-

gen vorg91egt: 
" 

Kann Bin Verfolgter.des nationalsozialistischen 
Regi.mes nach Erlass i',ies amerikanischen Ruecker
stattungsgesetzes, ohne ein Verfahren nach dies em 
Gesetz eingeleitet zu haben, ueber Wertpapiere vel''';' 
fuegen, d.le unter seinem Namen waehrend dor national
sozialistischen Herrschaft im Depot -€liner deutschen 
Bank lagen und heute noch dort liegen, die 
seinerzeit durch Par 3 del' 11. DVO zum Reichsbuerger
gesetz yom 15. Septembdr 1'935 zu Gunsten des Reiches 
fuer verfallen erklaert, gegen die aber keine weiteren 
Massnahmen getroffen worden ~aren? 

DHT Grosse Senat ist bei Auslegung diesel' Frage un

tel' Brueoksichtigung del' Ausfuehrungendes Vorlagebeschlus 

ses davon ausgegangen, dass das Recht del' Wertpapierberei

nigung dem Herausgabeverlangen del' Klaegerin nicht entgegen

steht und es dem vorlegenden Senat allein auf die Beantwor

tung del' Rechtsfra.ge ankorunt, ob die Klaegerin, die ein Rueck

erstattungsverfahrennicht JingeleHet hat, durch die Ver

fallerklaerung in der. freien Verfuegi.mg ueber das Wertpapierde

pot behinc1ert ist. Durch die Fassung der Antwort soUte die

sel' rechtliche Kern der V.rl,~gefrage klargestellt werden. 

III. Gegen die Zulaessigkeit der Vorlage bestehen keine 

Bedenken. 

1. Obwohl die herausverlangten Wertpapiere in den 

,t.nwendungsbereich des Gesetzes zur Bereinigung des Wertpa. 
pierwesens yom 19. August i1949 (WiGBl S 295) fallen, kann 

es nach M einung des Grossen Senate fuel' den beim I. Zivil

senat anhaengigen Rechtsstreit auf die gestellte Rechtsfra

ge ankommen. Die Frage 1at daher zulaessigerweise gestellt 

worden. 

http:Verfuegi.mg
http:Rechtsfra.ge
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2. Die Voraussetzungen fuer ane Vorlage nach Par 136 

GVG sind erfuellt. 

DE,i' IV. Zivilsenat hat in seinem in einem Wertpapier

bereinigungsverfahren ergahgenen Beschluss yom 27. Mai 1954 

(IV ZB 15/54 LMNr 2 zur 11. DVO zurn Reichsbuergergesetz) 

fuer einen im Grundssetzlichen gleich gelagerten Sachverhalt 

die Auffassung vertreten, dass das Deutsche Reich gema'Gss 
~, 

Par 3 der 11. DVO zum Reichsbuergergesetz hinsichtlich der be

troffenen Vermoegenswerte auah dann eine, Rechtsstellung er

langt'habe, die in den Rue?kersta.ttungsgesetzender eines 

Eigentuemers gleichgestellt sei, wenn der Verfallerklaerung 

keine Einziehungsmassnahm8n gefolgt seien. Diese Seellung 

des Deutsahen Reiches koenne nur in einem Verfahren geaendert 

werden, wie es' in den Rueckersta~tungsgesetzen vorgesehen 

sei. Der vorlegende Senat will dagegen eiren ueber den Zusammen-' 

bruch des Reiches fortwirkenden Entziehungstatbestand 'im 

Sinn der Rueckerstattungsgesetze verneinen, wenn die Verfall

erklaerung keine tatsaechlichen Auswirkungen au~ das von ihr 

betroffene Vermoegen gehabt hat. Der I. Zivilsenat will somit 

von der vfllrerwaehnten Entscheidung des IV. Zivilsenats ab

weichen. 

Dagegen stehen 

tanen R(~chtsauffas8ung 

senats yom 11. Februar 

IV. Ziviisenats vom 8. 

der ,in dem Vorlagebeschluss vertre
\ 

die Ent~lCheidungen des II. Zivil

1953 (BGHZ 9, 34 [43/4i/) und des 

Oktober 1953 (BGHZ10, 340 L34i/) 
nicht entgegen. Es ging dort urn die Beurteilung von, Sach-' 

verhalten, bei denen sioh die Verfolgungsmassnahmen nicht 

in einer Verfallerklaerung,ersl3hoepft hatten, sondern das 

Reich die in Frage stehend~n VermeegensgGgestaende tatsaech

lich in Anspruch gen.mmen ha~.Dies::Entscheidungen las

"" 
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sen die her zu e~oert8rnde Frag offen, ob der durch Par 3 
der 11. DVO angeerdnete VerOloegensverfall auch dann einen 

"Tatbestand" ausgeloest hale, der nach Inkrafttreten der 

Rueokerstattungsgesetze nur nach ~~ssgabe dieser Gesetze 

beseitigt werden kann, wenn die Verfallerklaerung faktisch 

nicht vollzogen worden ist. 
\ . 

3. Der 1. Zivilsenat hat zu Recht cl.ie Vorlage auch 

auf Par 137 GVG gestuetzt. D~e gestellte Rechtsfrage ist nicht 

nUT ganz allgeme:i.n fuer die 
.' 

Ansprueche der Verfolgten des 

nat:ionalsm~.iA.listischen Regimes in Ansehung von in tatsaech

licher Beziehung unangetastet gebliebener Vermoegenswerte 

b~delltsam. Von ihrer Beantwortung kann auch abh~engen, wer 

in elnen Wertpapierbereinigungsverfahren als Berechtigter 

anzuerkennen ist· und o-b ein~Rueckerstl1ttungsverfahren hin, 
sichtlich solcher Vermoegensgegenstaende ueberhaupt in Betracht 

konunt. 

Es sind, nachdem dieses Verfahren beim Grossen Se-

nt;l.t anhaengig geworden ist, beim Bundesgerichtshof mellere 

auf Par 28 Abs 2F.GG gestuHtzte Vorlagen eingegangen, die 

darauf zurmJckgeh€m, dass die vorlegenden Gerichte sich durch 

den ~escl~uss des IV. Zivilsenats yom 27. Mai 1954.gehindert 

sehen, d.asEigentum von Verfolgten,die Rueckerstattungsan

sprueche nicht angemeldet haben, an Vermoegensgegenstaenden 

anzuerkennen, die zwar nach Par 3 der 11. DVO zum Reichsbuerger

gesetz als dem Reich verfallen erklaert waren, die aber 

nicht infolge Einziehungsmassnahmen des Reiches in den 

weiteren Gueterverkehr gelafigt. sind (vgl u.a. den in Niw 
1955, 269 abgedruckten ]3eschlu8s des Oberlandgerichts 

Frankfurt, 1. Zivilsenat in Kassel). 

344'.~29 
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IV. Die Sachfrage hat d.er Grosse Senat mit der durch 


dae Recht der Wertpapierbereinigung bedingten Einschraen


kung aus folgenden Gruenden bejaht: 


1. Nach Par 2 der 11. DVO zum·Reichbuergergesetz ver

loren Juden, die ihren gewoehnlichen Aufenthaltsort bei In

krafttreten der Verordnung bereits im Ausland hatten oder 

ihn spaeter ins Ausland verlegten, die deutsche Staatange

hoerigkeit. Diese AusbuergGrung hatt nach Par; Aba 1 der Ver

ordnung die unmittelbare Folge, dass das Vermoegen des Be

troffenen dem Reich verfiel. Es kann schon zweifelhat sein, 

ob formalrechtlich diese Vermoegensverfallerliaerung durch 

die im Reichsbuergergesetz enthaltene Ermaechtigung zum Er
'f 

lass von Durchfuehrungsbestimmungen gedeckt war, da es sich 


insoweit nicht um die im ReichabuergersElz allein geregel

. te Re.i1tsmaterie der Heichs- und Staa.~ngehoerigkei t han

delt. Diese Frage kann abep d,ahinstehen. Denn del' zwar for

mal in das Gewanrl sines Gesetzes geklaid~ten Verfallerklae

rung muss jedenfalls Un'em srchlichen Gehal t nach der Cha

rakter einer Recht;snorm al)gesprochen werden. Diese Bestim

mung, die let2tl.ieh darauf abzielte, solche Verfolgten, I 

die~unter dem Druck rechtswidriger Verfolgungsmassnahmen 

ihre Reimat verlassen hatten, aueh noeh ihres Vermoegens zu 

berauben, v:erstiess in.groebster Weise gegen den uebergesetz

lichen Gleichheitssatz wie auch gegen den durch Art 153 

WeimVerf g(')waehrleisteten Etgentumsschutz und gegen die ueber

geset7.liche EigentuUlsgarantie. Die Verlet'zung des Gleich
,

heitssatzes, der geradezu da.s Fundament einer geden Rechts

ordnl.lng da.rstellt, und wegen seines uebergesetzlichen Ranges 


auch fuer den Verfaosungsgesetzgeber schleehthin. undurch


brechbar ist, ergibt sich eindelltig daraus, dass der Ver


moegensverfall, der an die Tatsache der Auswanderung orler 


des gewoehnlichen AufenthaltE:~i im Ausland geknuepft wurde, 


344430 
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nur ueber eine a.llein nach rassischen Gesichtspunkten ab

gegrenzte Personengruppe verhaengt wurde. Der Gesetzgeber 

versuchte nicht einmal, die~e krasse Nichtachtung des Gleich

heitssat7.es und der Eigentumsgarantie durch Berufung 

auf Enteignungsgrundsaetze ~u verschleiern. Obwohl Art 153 

Abs 2 WeimVerf eine Enteignung nur zurn Wohle.der AIIgemein

heit gestattete, hielt es der Gesetzgeber nicht fuer erfor

d~rlich, sich zur Rechtfertigung des entschaedigungslesen 

Vermoegensverfalls auf Interessen der Ulgemeinhait zu be

rufen. Das verfallene Vermoegen sollte vielmehr nach der 

Bestirnmung in Pa.r 3 Abs 2 der 11. DVO " zur Foerderung aller 

mit dell Judenfrage im Zusammenhang stehenden Zwecke" die

mm, als. in Wahrheit nur Einen weiteren Beitrag zur rechts

widdgen Verwirklichung des Programmpunktes des national

soziald.s tischen Hegimes bilden, die juedische Rasse plan-. 

maessig zu verfolgen und auszurotten. ·Die Verfallerklaerung 

war hiernach yom Standpunkt des Gesetzgebers ala straf

weise Konfiskation des Vermoegens des Betroffenen gedacht. 

Ftier die Verhaengung einer d~raptigen Strafmessnahme gegen 

eine durch keinen Schuldvorwurf belastete, ausschliesslich 

nach ihrer Hasse abgegrenzte Personengruppe fehlte es aber 

an j(:lglicher Rechtsgrundlage. 
, "',, 

1m Einklang mit der Hechtssprechung des II. und IV. 

Zivilsenats ist hiernach devon auszugehen, dass Par 3 der 

11. DVO zum Reichsbuergergesetz wegen seines den Grunder

fordernissen jeder rechtsstaatlichen Ordnung widersprechen

den Unredhtsgehalts als von vornherein nichtig anzuseh~n. 

ist .. Die Verfallerklaerung hat somit auch unter der natir;nal

80zialistischen Herrsch§ft Rechtswirkungen nicht zu erzeu

gen vermflcht. Sic konnte dem Verf~lgten wetler sein Eigentum 

.,' 

http:heitssat7.es


, 

';
I 

.
I". ,.',_Th.,i,S,_C,opy__m:,IY_"ci_lhcr.be lransferred lo a third party nor copied or published without wrillen t permission from Ihe "Central Archive .. for the History of tile Jewish People", Jerusalem File No,; J

A ! 

- 8 

noch sein Recht zum Besi tz del". von der Verfallerklaerung , 

betroffenen Vermoegensgegenstaende nehmen. Dieser Rechta

standpunkt entspricht auah der in der Rechtssprechung vor 

Erla,ss der Rueckerstattungsgesetze ueberwiegend vertretenen 

Auffassung (AG Wiesba.den, SJZ 1946, 36; KG Berlin SJZ 1947, 

257) • 

2. Mit der Ji'eststellung del". U'II!spruenglichen Nichtig

keit des Par 3 der 11. DVO zum Reiehsbuergergesetz ist aber 

die Frage, ob die Verfallerklaerung einen Entziehungstatbe

stand im Sinne des am REG ausgeloest hat, n,och nicht beant

wor'tet. Ee ist vielmehr zu pruefen, ob durch den an sieh 

nichtigen Gesetzesb~1fehl in tatsaeohlioher Hinsioht ein Zu

stand eingetreten 1st, der sieh reehtlieh sIs Entziehung 

im Sinn der Rueekerstattungsgesetigebung darstellt. Befan:l 

sinh naemlieh der betroffene Vermoegensgegenstand in den Haen

den eines Dri tten, d~n: unter dem Druck der Zwangsmi ttel 

des damaligen Maehthabers genoetigt war, diesen GesetzGsb~fehl 

zu beachten, s. hatte die Verfallerklaerung doch die 

tatsaeehliehe Wirkung , dass in die Herrschaftsmacht des Ver

folgten ueber sein Vermoegen zwar nicht de jure, wohl abel' 

de :fact~ ~<ingegriffen wurde. DI"_s ist vor allem dann anzu

nehmen, wenn sieh die fraglichen Vermoegenewerte in der Ver

wakrung einer deutschen B&nl~ befanden, die besonderen Ataat

lichen Aufsichts- und Kontrollreehten unterlag. Es kann ohne 

Darlegung besonderer Umstaende nicht angenommen werden, dass 

eine eolehe Bank etwa. bereit und in der Lage gew8sen waere, 

sich ueber die Verfallerklaerung trotz del' mit ihrer ~icht-. 

ach t;ung verbundenen Strafdrohungen des natj onalsozialisti 

schen Gewaltha,bers (vgl Par' 7 der 11. DVO) , einfach hinwegzu

setzen. 

344432 
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D1ese tats8.echliche Behinderung des Verfo1gten in 

der Ausuebung der Verfuegungsgewalt ueber sein Vermoegen aber 

reicht aUA, einen Entziehungstatbestand im Sinne der 

Rueckerstattungsgesetze zu bilden. Nach dem am REG sind 

Vetmoegensgegenstaende !lentz,ogen", wenn der Verfolgte sie 

in der Zeit yom 30•.Januar 1933 bis 8 .. Mai 1945 (vg1. 

'Art 1 am HEG) info1ge einer "Wegnahme durch staatsakt ein

gebuesst" hat (Art 2 Aba 1 1\ am nEG). Als Wegnahme durch 

staa.tsakt gilt nach den in Art 2 llbs 3 am REG aufgefuehrten 

Beispielfae11en auch der Verfall kraft Gesetzes. Das Tat

bestandsmerkmal der Einbusse aber ist schon dann erfuellt, 

wenn die tatsaechliche Moegl,ichkei t gemindert war, ueber den .' 

Vermoegensgegenstand zu verf'uegen, ihn zu gebrauchen, zu 

geniessen oder zu verbrauchen (von Godin, Rueckerstattunga

gesetze Art 2 am REG Anm 3). Die$Voraussetzungen sind in 

Ansehung der dem ~)utschen Reich fuer verfa11en erklaerten 

Wertpapiere, die sich in Verwahrung einer deutschen Bank 

befanden, zweife110s zu bej~hen. Hieraus fo1gt, dass die 

von der K1aegerin herausverlangten- Wertpapiere ihr waehrend 

der na"honalsozialistischen Herrschaft im Sinne der Rueck
.~" 

erstattungsgesetze entzogen waren. 

3. Dies besagt jedoch nicht, daas die K1aegerin die 


uneingeschraenkte tatsaech1iche IIcrrachaftsmacht ueber diese 


Wertpapiere nur durch Einleitung eines Rueckerstattungsver


fahrens nach Massgabe dar Rueckerstattungsgesetze haette zu


rueckgewinnen koennen. Da das Eigentum und das Recht ~~ 


Besitz durch die rechtsunwirksame Verfallerklaerungunbe


ruehrt geb1ieben war, bestand die Entziehung aU688h1iess

1ich in der tataaechlichen Behinderung, diese Rechte aus


~uueben. Die8e Behinderung war aber nicht etwa die Folge 


von rechtlichen oder tatsaechlichen Einwirkungen auf (las 
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betroffene Vermoegen selbst,· sbndern.bei:uhte alle:l,:n' auf, 

del' Macht des nationalsozialistischen Regimes, die Be

achtung der nichtigen Verfallerklaerung zu erzwingen. Nach

dem diese Macht 7.usammengehrochen war und auch im Raume 

des rein ~r!:ltsaeohlichen wieder rechtsstaatliche Grundsaetze 

her-rachten, rueckte bei Bolcher Fallgestaltung der Verfolg

te ohne wei teres in die der materiellen Reohtslage ent

sprechende Verfuegungsgewalt wieder ein. Der Richtigstel~ 

lung 
., 

einer durch die Unre.chtsakte des nationalsozialisti

schen Regimes etvl8. geschaffenen verworrenen tatsaechlichen 

JJage durch eine gesetzliche Regelung bedurfte es bei 601

.her Sachlagenicht. Zur Bereinigung derEntziehung ge

nuegte vielmehr del' Wegfall, des einzigen. Umstandes, der den 

Verf("lgten rein. tatsaeohlich in der Ausuebung se.iner Reti>hte 

behindert; hatte, naernlich der Wegfall der Zwangsrni ttel des 

nationalsozialistischen Regimes, seine Willkuerrnassnahrnen 

durchzusetzen. Ein Rtleckers~:attungsanspruch nach Massgabe 

cler Rueckerstattungsgesetze kennte sornit gar nicht zur 

Entstehung kommen, weil es ~m Zeitpunkt des Inkrafttretens 

der RU(Jokerstattungsgesetze:an einer zurueckzugewaehrenden 

ta~saechlichen oder rechtlichen Posrution des Verfolgten 

fehlte~ Der Verfolgte war vielmehr zu diesern Zeitpunkt 

bereits im vollen Urnfang in sein urspruengliches Verhaelt

nis zu den verfallen erklaerten Verrnoegensgegenstaenden w~e- . 

der eingetreten, .da diese sich - der Substanz naoh unbe

ruehrt - noch irn Besitz desjenigen befanden, dem er selbet 

sie anvertraut hatte und der durch den fortbestehenden 

Verwahrungsvertrag rechtlich verpflichtet und nun.auoh 

tatsaechlich nj,cht mehr gehindert war, sie fuer den Verfolg

ten zu verwahren (so u.ft. LG Hanno~er WM 1953 Teil IV B, 

815; KG Berlin WM 1954 TeilIV B , 194; vgl auch Tormalm 

VIM 1953 Teil IV>B, 285 und. 814; Schenk JZ 1953, 134; Win-

den BB' 1954, 761). Die Rech~',sstellung des Verfolgten ist 

" 
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in del'!utigen Faellen nicht anders zu beur-I;eilen als die 


eines ,jeden Rueckerstattungsberechtigten, dessen Ansprueche 


durch Rueckgabe des entzogenen Vermoegens noch, vor Erlass 


der Rueckerstattungsges~tze ihre Erledigung gefunden haben. 


Die vom IV. Zivilsenat vertretene Auffassung, wo

nach die Verfallserklaerung, auch wenn aie nicht zu einer 

Vermoegenseinziehung gefuehrt hat, dem Deut.schen Reich ueber 

den Zusammenbruchhinaus eine Eigentuemerstellungim Sinne 

der Ruecke~stattungsgesetze verschafft haben solI, die nur 

nach Massgabe dieser Gesetze beseitigt werden koenne, ist 

unvereinbar mitder auch von dem IV, Zivilsenat gebilligten 

Rechtsansicht, dass die 11~ DVO zum Reichsbuergergesetz we

, gen ihres Unrechtsgehal tes von Anfang an nichtig war:' Sie 
- , " ' ' 

1st auch schwerlich mit dem S~nn des Kontrollratgesetz~s 

Nr 1 und des Milita('!rregierungsgesetzes Nr 1 in Einklang 

zu bringen, die ausdr.uecklich die Anwendung des Reichsbuer

gergesetzes einl'lchliesslichruiner Dtlrchfuehrungspestim.. 

mungen untersagen, soweit diose Anwendung Nachteile aus 

Gruenden der Rasse zur Folge haben koennten. 

Ven dem,Boden des hier darge1egten Rechtsstandpunktes 

aus konnte zwar die Verfa11erklaerung, auch wenn tatsaechliche 

Einwirkung auf das betr('lffene Vermoegen unterblieben waren, 

einen Entziehungstatbestandim Sinne qer Rueckerstattungs- , 

gesetze bilden. Sie loeste jedoch dann keine Rueckerstat

tungsansprueche aus, wenn der Verfolgte oder seine Erben 

bei Inkrafttreten der Ruecke~stattungsgesotze bereits'ihre 

urspruen€fliche Stel1ung in bezug ~uf die betroffenen Ver

moegensg~~genstaende;.zurueckerlangt hatten. Dies aber ist in 

der Regel anzunehmen, wenn'die Verfallerk1'lerung tatsaech

1ich Auswirkungen auf das betroffene Vermoegen nicht gehabt 
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hat. insbesondere Eh',3iehungsl'lassnahmen, die einen Rechts


schein zugunsten cines Dritten haetten begruenden,koennen, 


unterblieben sind, od,er dieser Reohtsschein bei Inkrafttreten 


der RueckerstatUngsgesetze} bereits wieder beseitigt 


war. 


4~ nieses Ergebnis ist nicht nur mit dem Wortlaut 

der Rueckers tattungsgesetze (vereinbar, da ',diese sich mit be

reite bereinigten Entziehungsfaellen nicht befassen, sondern 

entspricht darueber hinaus a,llein dem Sinn und Zweck disser.' 

Sondergesetzgebung. Denn nur von diesem Rer".tsstandpunkt 

aUB knennen Btrei tfaelle der vorliegr.mcler... Art €liner Loesung 
." " zugc3fuehrt we!e'den, di(~ den Inter6ssen df)r Verfolgten, de

ren Schutz die RueckE'rstA.~,;tungsgesetze dier)en nollen, ge

recht werden. 

Wuer-Ien unveraendert erhalten gebliebene Vermoegensge

genstaend!3 nur deshalb der Rueckersta.ttungsg~setzgebung un

teratallt, weil :;lie von einer Verfallerkln.e~~·ung betroffen 

waren, so wuerden hieraus den Verfolgten scllwerwiegende Nach

teile erwachsen koennen. Die Vcrfolgten habEm :i.n der Regel 

in ~j\nsehung solcher Vermoegenswe~te von d e:r Anmeldung von 

Ruecker~tattungs::m9prl.wchen 'abgeSfJhen, lVei 1 sic darauf vel' 

trauten, dass ihre Verfuegmigsmacht nach clem Zusarnmenbruch 

des Reiches durch die nichtige Verfallerkla(~rung nicht mehr. 

beeintraechtigt sei. Sie wurd.en von den Venlahrern ihres 

tatsaechlich und rechtlich v.nangetastet gebliebenen Vermoe-
I 

gens regelmaessig als Berechtigte,anerkannt'und behandelt; 

ein solches Verhalten haette notfalls sogar gerichtlich 

erzwungen werden kcennen. Be bestand fuer nie deshalb kein 

Anlass anzunehmen, es beduerfe ~ur Rueckerlengung einer un

eingeschra.enkten Eigentuemerstellung noch dDr Durchfuehrung 

3 4"4' .. {) ,.-,
[J: .J ti 
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eines foermlicnen Rueckerstattungsverfahrens gegen das 

Deutsche Reich; zumal nach der einhellig in der Oeffent

lichkeit, insQesondere aber in der Rechtssprechung und im 

Fachschrifttum vertretenen Auffassung die Verfallerklaerung 
; 

keine Grundlage fuel' einen EigentUmsuebergang auf das 

Reich hatte biiden koennen. 

Wenn nun entgegen dieser Beurteilung der Recht~lage 

durch die Betroffenen eine -foermliche Beseitigung dar Ver

fallerklaerung nach Massgabe dor Rueckerstattungsgesetze 

ala Ui1.umgaenglich angesehen ,wuerde, so wuerde die nur tat

saechliche Behindorung des Verfolgteh in eel' Ausuebung sei
,e 

ner Rechte waehrend del'. n~tionalsozialistischen Herrschaft 

naehtraeglich zu einem endgueltigen Eigentumsverlust fuehren. 

Denn nach del' Auffassung dt,!, Court of Rss.tttution Appeals 

(CORA), des Obersten Rueckerstattungsgerichts fuel' die amc

:tikanische Besatzungszoile, ist; einendguelt;:!.ger Rechtsver

lust des DfJreehtigten eingetreten, wenn er die Anmelde

frist fuer die G:eltendmachung von. Rueckerstattungsanpruechen 

versaumt hat, (Rechtsgutaeluben Nr 1 del' CORA, ·offizielle 

Sammlung 1951, 494 L4W CORA Entscheidung Nr 160 in RzW 

1952, 102). Die JHSO~ die sieh zumeist auf sogenT GI~bal

ahmeldungen im Hueckerstattung~verfahren stuetzen kann, haelt 

bislang - trotz del' scharfen Kiitik, den diese,Stellung

nahme im Schrifttum gefunden hat - an dam Standpunkt fest, 

sie SEd gnmaess Art'11 Aba 2 am' REG lIorigj nr:ter" in die 

Rechtsstellung des Berechttgten eingerueckt und del' B~rech

tigte selbst sei von jegliehon Anspruechen auf die entzoge

nen Vermoegenswerte ausgeschlossen (BB 195fl, ,8; vgl zu die

sep Frage u.a. die ablehnende Kritik von Rosenthal zu dem 

Hechtsgutachten del' CORA in RzW 1950, 364; NJW 1950,595; 

Boerner BB 1949, 567; Weisstein BB 1950, 921; Engler DRZ 

1950, 5i 1). Dem Vorwurf von Moser,. diese Auffassung laufe 
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auf eine "entschaedigu.ngslose Enc€ignunf;" h:i,naus, ist die 

JRSO mit dem Argument entgegengetreten, de~ Berechtigte 

·habe seine Rechte durch die Versaeumung derAnmeldefrist 

"verwirkt", 81 .KcelUle deshalb nicht mehr zugunsten der JR;:;O 

enteignet werden (Moser BB '1949, 695 L69§}; 1950, 179)~ 

Diese formale Begruendunghat angesichts der Treuhaenden, 1,81

lung, die die Nachfolgeorganisationen im In!:erwsge der 

Verfolgten nach dem Schatzgedanken df~r RU2r,ker~t.D.ttungsge

setze einnehrnen sollen, wenig Ueberzeugung:.;l'Taft. Es ent-· 

behrt aber zweifellos d::mn jeder 6ach1iohen Rech:;j>r:l;igung: 

eine Verwirkung von Rechten durch Fristversf:'.runnis anzunch

men, welUl der Betroffene Iili t guten Gruenden duvon ll:lsgehen 

konnte, fuer ein Ruecl~er~tl;ungsv2rf(l.hren Si)i kein Raum, 

weil die tatsaechlichen l\us¥vj,rkungen der EnJ,:ziehungsma,ss

nahmen berei ts vor Inl:rafttn)ten der Rueckerstattu:llT,sg'?

setze entfallen waren, DelUl d er Rechtsgt?uanke der 'We:cwir

kung, den di'e Rechtsprech-u.ng aus allgemeinenBiiligkeits

grundsaetzen entwickelt hat, kalUl nu~ dalUl zur Anwendung 

kommen, wenn aus dem ~,rerh1.l1 ten des Berechtigten nar,h Treu 

und Glauben zu folgern ist, er werde auf se:'~ne R2chte ni0h~ 

ruehr zurucckgreifen. 

Da aber de,r Stnrldpnnkt del' JRSO von tier CORit .gGbil ..· 

ligt wird,muss mit einf.,m endgueltigen P<')cht·~,verhts;i des 

Berechtigten gerechnet werden, werm auch Paelle der vorliegend~Ll 

Art in .das formale RUG~.\cersl;ittungsve:rfahren einbe:

zogen werden, Dami t wuerde praktisch ueberb::upt er3t durch , 
die Einschal tung der Ruecke:::stattungsgesetz,~ die En~ziehung 

vollzogen und sich nunmehr erst der Unrecht::;geh;:.l t, 

der Verfe.llerklaerung der 11. DVO voll zu Lasten des Ver·

folgten auswirken. 
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Ein solches Ergebnis muesste, mit Recht daa Rechts

gefuehl des Verfolgten verletzen, dem von einem solchen 

Stankpunkt aus a~f Grund eines zU,seinem Schutz erlase
, , , 

nen Gesetzes Vermcegenswerte stFeitig gem(3,eh:t werden koenn

ten, in deren unbeeintraechtigtem Genuss er sichbereits 
• ' I, . , 

sieher waehnte, .Diesgilt besonders, dannf wennnunmehr die 

Laender der Bundesrepublik auf Grund von Abtretungserklaerungen 

der JRSO als Anspruchsberechtigte dem Verfolgten 

gegenuebertreten soIl ten,;( ueber d~e Globalabkommen der JRSO 

mit den L,aendern vgl ;BB 1951 f 970) '. :IDs ist zwar zu hoffen, ' 

dass vonder Verfolgung derartiger Ansprueehe zu Lasten 

des wahrel1 Eigentuemers zumeis't schon aus dem Gedanken Ab

stand'genommen werden wirdt dass die'GE;fahr'der Ersohuet;f; . 

terung des Rechtsbewu8stseins Bchwerer wiegt ale die er

folgll]eiche Durehsetzung reiner Fiskalinteressen~' Rechtlich 
! .' 

gesehen koennte aber €line solche Moeglichkett nicht ausge

schlossen werden~ wenn der Ahs:teht gefolgt wuerde, dass der' "\ 


Verfolgte die volle Eige~tuemerstellung ueb~r verf~llen er~ " 

klaerte Vermo€lgensgegenstaende stets nur im Rahmen €line. foerm

'I 

lichen RUf:Jckerstattungsverfahrens gegfiln d§s Deutsche Reich 

zurueckerlangen koenrite., 

Die Gerechtigkeitsidee,die der Wiedergu~machungs

und Rueckerstattungsgesetzgebung zugrunde liegt, ist grund-'I 

sae~zlich nur dannerfuellt, wenn:der Schaden in der Person 

desjenigen beseitigt wird,der ihn erlitt~n hat. Die Rue.k. . . . 
erstattungsgesetze hatten allein den Zweck, die beschleu-' \ 

. .' \ \ . 

nifite Rueckerstattung feststellbarer Vermoegenswertbestaende 

sicherzustellen (Art 1 Satz~ ~ am REG, Art 1 b~i t. REG);. 
,;Sie strebten keinesfalls an, aueh fuer solche Tatbestaende 

€line Bereinigung durch €lin besonderes Verfahren vorzu-' 

schreiben, die einer Bereinigung infolge' des Wegfalls der. ' . 
<. 

'.

i .. 
".1, 

, " 

.', : r~.' 
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nati.nalsoaalistischen Gewaltherrschaft nicht ~ehr bedurf

len. In del' Entscheidung NI' 431 der CORA heiss-\; es: t'Der 
" ,

ganze' Zweck del" Rueckerstat'tungsgesetze ist auf die Er
\ 

leichterung, nicht die Behinderun'g del' Rueckerstattung ge

richtet" (DRiZ 1955, 59).!Hiernach zwingt geradeder Schutz';' 

zweck del' Rueckerstattungsgesetze zu del' Fqlgerung, dass der 

Verfolgte odeI' seine Erben mit dem Zusammenbruch des Reiches 

ohne weiteres die ihnen kraft ihres EigentUII!B zustehende:· 

, ,uneingeschrl3.enkte ,Verfuegungsgewalt ueber solche' Vermoegens

gegenstaende zuru'eckgewonnen, die zwar von einer Verfall 
, . 

erklaerung erfasst, vnm Reich abel' nicht tatsaechlich in An

spruch geno~en waren. ' 


5. Diese Folgerung beeintraechtigt nicht etwa das in 

Art 10,' 11 am REG zum Aus4ruck gekominene gesetzgeberische' 

Ziel, eine staatserbfolge in verwaiste Rueckeratattungsan

sprueche Buszuschliessen und di~ den Verfolgten·entzogenen 

Vermoegenswerte ueber die Wiedergutmachungsfonds del' Nachfolgeor

ganisationen fue~ die Gesam~heit del' nochlebenden Ver-, 
l " 

folgten odeI' deren Erben zum, Ausgleich ih~er Schaeden nutz

bar zu machen. Denn nach dar hier 'vertretenen Rechtsauf

fassung loeste in del' Regel allein' Bchon'die Verfallerklae
, ,. , . 

,rung einen Entziehungstatbestand BUS, del' nurdann'durch 

den Zusammenbruch des Reiches bes~itigt wurde" wenn in die
," >. 

sem Zeitpunkt del' Verfolgte odeI' seine Leibes- odeI' Testa
" ~ 

mentserben in die volle Herrschaftsmacht in Bezl1g auf das 
, . 

betreffene Vermoegen einzuruecken vermochten. An diese~ 

Vera,usse~zung fUel' die Beseitigungder Entziehung fehi t ea 

aber,'wenn' beim WagfaIl dernationalsezialistischen Herr
• i 

SCh8,ft wedel' del' Verfolgte nechErben von ihm lebten. Fie-, 

len die fregIichen,Vermoegenswerte in den erblosen NachlasB 

aines Verfolgten, so handelt es sich auch v~m Bcden 

\' 
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der hier vertretenen Roohtssneioht aUB urn entzogenes Vermoegen 
, 

im Sinn der,Rueokerstattungsgesetze, das die JRSO in Anspruph 


nehmen kann. 

',I, 

... "\ 

6. AUB der 4 .. ' Verftrdnung zur Ausfuehrung dEls Ge-' 


setz9s Nr 59 Yom 27. Maerz -1950 (ABiAHK Nr 1} vom 25. ,Maerz 


1950~ '46; vgl auch die ent~prechende Rege lung: ftier Berli!l ' 


·vom10~ Oktober 1950 - GVBI Berlin I, 487 -) koennen gleioh
, . . . 

fallqkeine Bedenken gegen die hier vertreterte Rechtsan~ 

eicht hergeleitet werden~ Diese Verord~ung be~timmt, daas 

bei Entziehungen auf Grund der ,11. DVO zum Reioheibuerger

gesetz das Zentralanmeldeamt von', sich a us die ·I1Rueokerstattung". 

anordnen kann, wenn' der Verfolgte trotz, der Verfallerklae- ' 

rung ,unveraendert im Grundbll;ch ala Eigentuemer ein,getragen 

geblie'Qen ist. Da auch ohile Umschreib'ilng im Gr~dbudh tat":, 
" , 

saechl::i..che Einwirkungen auf daa Grundstueck denkbar si,nd, wie 

etwa eine durch die Verfallerklaerung ausgeloeste Aenderung 

der BesitzverhaeHnisse, die"die Annahme ein~r, auch nach dem 

ZUt'l,mmenbruch des Reiches fortdauernden Entziehung recht
'I 

I • ':i 

fertigen koennen, 'kann aU3 di'eser Verordnung nichts gegen 

den hier vertretenen Rechtsstandpunkt entnommen werden. SQ-

wait dieSEl Verordnungin ihrer Begruendung ausfuehrt, Ver
" 

moegen der in ihr bezeichneten Art UIlterliegeden Vorschrif
\.' '..' . 

ten das am REq, handelt es sichnicht' urn die,Setzung,einer 

verbindlichen Rechtsnorm, sondern urn die Aeusserurig einer 

unverbindlichen Rechtsansiclit. 

"1- 'SchlicSBlich koennen auch aUS dem Rec·ht. der Weet


papie~bereinigung keine durchgreifenden Ein~endung~n gegen 


den hier'';'erillretenen Standpunkt erhoben w.erden, 


: r•. 

Eo muasz:war damit gerechnet'werden, dass im Berei-. 

nigungsverfahren bereits eine grosssere Zahl rechtskraeftiger ' 

, ;." i, 
. ,~, t " 

" 

'. ~. 

~, . 
,j 

.. ~? 
','+i' , 

~l. ! 

,': ~:. . , . 
•::',,1, ,;" 

:' . 

,j 

, 
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Entseheidungen ergangen sind, dieim Widerspruch zu die


ser Beurteilung der Rechtslage stehen. Ein solches Ergeb


nia muss aberoftmals hingenommen werden, wenn ueber eine 


Grundsatz~rage erstnaeh dek Abschlu8s uo~ Verfahren, fuer 


die die gleiche Reehtsfrage erheblieh war, eine hoechst


riehterliche Entscheidung herbeigefuehrt,wird. 


, 
1m uebrigen koennten aueh die im Wertpapierbereini

gungsverfahren bereits erttsehiedenen Faelle 'in der Reg~l . 

im Ergebnis noeh im Sinn dei- hier vertlUetenen Reehtsauffas

,sung geloest werden, wenn sieh die beteiligten Stellen . 
das Anliegen zu'eigen machten, das hinter. diesem Beschlu8s 

des Gressen Sen~ts steht, mtemlieh im Interesse der Verfolg

ten eine Stoerung der bisherigen Eigentumsordnung zu ver

meiden •.Sind' trotz unveraenderten 'Depotbesitzes, des von der 

Verfa.llerklaerung betroffenen Depotkunden die in dem Depot, 

ruhenden Wert~apiere ZUb~nsten des Reiches oder der JRSO 

anerkannt worden, so koe.nnte dieser Eing-riff in daa Eigen

tum des Verfolgten ausgeglichen werden, wenn die JRSO .der 

del' von den Militaer~egierungen fuerdas Reich eingesetzte 

Tre~haender fuer zwangsuebertragene Vermoegen die fraglichen 

, Wertpapiere ihren urspruengHehen Eigenttimern zur freien 
: . 

Verfuegung stellenwuerden. Dies duerfte auchallein den die

sen Stellen uebertragenen treuhaenderisehen Funktionen ent

sprechen. 

Hat in noch schweben~e Verfahren der Verfolgte'mi t 


Ruecksi~ht auf Anmel~ungen der JRSO'oder des Reichesvon 


einer eigenenAnneldung 1m BE?reiniguilgsverfahren abgesehen, 

, <; • :.. 

so dass nach dem hier' vertre·tenen Rechtsstandpunkt eine 

, ordnungsgemaesse Anmeldung ueberhaupt nicht vorliegt, so 
" 

koennte einem Rechtsverlust des Verfolgten dEtdurch begegnet 

, 
L 
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.. 
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.,.,f' ',' 

" 
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werden, dass dieJRSO odei' das Reioh'eiriem Eintritt des 

wahren Berechtigten in '.ihre. Abmeldungen zustimnien. Wipd, 
diese Zustimmung verVieigert, so hoennte das unbefriedi

~',. of' '. 

gende Ergebnis,da,sB der Eigentuemer nicht mehr in den Ge.. 


nUBS seiner We:t:tpapiere gellangt, nur dur,ch die Eroeffnung 


einer neuen Anmeldefristdurch den Gesetzgeber vermieden 

\

werden. Bei Wertpapieren, die sich unveraendert auf den 

Namen des juedischen Depot~unden bei dessen Verwo.hrbank. be

finden, wird im uebrigen bJ,ne Versaeumung der 1\.nmeldefrist 

fuer den Depotkunden wohi. kaum'in Betracht !commen, weil hier die 

Anmeldepflicht der Eanken na.ohPar':19 Abs 
, 

2 WBG eingreift. 

Fraglich kann sein, ob ein ueber den;Zusammenbruch 


des Reiches fortwirkender Entzie?ungstatbestand dann an


zunehmen ist, wann die Wer~papiere im Hinbliok auf die 


Verfallerklaerung im BereinigUngsverfal~en zugungten des 

" I 

Reiches anerkannt worden sind, .cb.wohl der urspruengliche 
. ' 

Eigentuemer wegen dieser Papiere Rueckerstattungsanprueche 

angemeldet hat. Die lnteressen des Verfolgten sprechen 

dafuer, bei solchor Sachlage eine'n Rueckerstattungsfall an

zunnhmen, weil das Wertpapierbereinigungsgeset'zEdna Aus

nahma von der bindendenWirkung der Anerkennung Dur zu~' 
gunsten des Rueckerstattungsb~rechtigten vorsieht '(Par 60 

Abs 3 WBG). lm Rahnie.n dieses Beschlusses bedarf· es jedoch 

'keiner abschliessenden StellungnahIile zu dieser Frage. 

8. Zusammenfa,ssend ist ala Ergebnis der vors,~ehen


den Eroerterungen festzuhalten: 


'Par 3 der 11. DVO zum Reichsb1.l9rgergeaetz hindert den 

von dieser Bestimmung betroffenen'Rechtsinhaber nicht in 

der freien Verfuegung ueber solche Vermoegensgegenstaende, die 

, ~ .". 

, . 
" 

.."".; 

'. ,:. ~ " 

I C 

\." ' 

, :. ' 

" . 
, ,. 

I ~" " 
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B. 
, .' 

Die Wiedergut!"o.chunGsbeh":E'rdG G0erb~yern hat unter 
'; , 

Berufung auf Art 71 Aba 1 Satz 2 am REG beantragt,·das vor 


dem Grossen Senat anhaengige Verfahren ~usetzen.· 


Zur Begruendung dieses Antrags hat die Wiedergut


machungsbehoerde gelt~nd gemacht, vor ihr schwebe:wegen der 

; .' 

gleichen Wertpapiere, die Gegenstanddes beirn Bundesge-" 

richtshof anhaengigen Rechtsstreits sei, ein Verfahran zWi

.schen dem FReistaatB'1yern und dem D~utschen Reich. Die JRSO 

.babe wegen d,i.ese;r, Wertpapiere rechtzeitig R~~eokerstattunga-' " 
'," 

ansprueche angemeldet." Diese H.ueckerstEl .... -I;ungsanprueche. 8~ien' 
. ", . 

durch Vertrag vorn 29. Juli 1952 yon d er JRSO dem Freiataat 

Bayern abgetreten worden,der diese Ansprueche weiterverfolge •. 

Die .Entscheidung der Frage, wer:Anspruch auf die Wert

papiere habe,' haenge davon 'ab"hb eine ,Entziehung dieser 

Wertpapiere im Sinn 'ter RueCkler~tal;tungsgesetz~ vorliege.· , 
./ , ".<4 14' ":'.. " 
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'. 

ohne Veraenderung der bei der Verfallerklaerung gegebenen 


tatsaechlichen Verhaeltnisse erhaltengeblieben·sind. Der 

", ' 

Durchfuehrung ei~es'Rueckerstattungsverfahrehs bedarf as 

bei soldler'Sachlage :in der Regel nicht, weil ein~ durch 

die Verfallerklaerung etwaherbeigefuehrte Entziehung die

ser Vermoegensgegenstaendebereits durch denWegfall dee 

nationalsozialistisch(m Regimesbesei tigt war, wenn in 

,diesemZeitpunkt der Verfolgte oder Erben von ihm lebten,., 

Dies gilt insbesondere fuer Wertpapiere; die noah im Depot 

der Verwahrbank fuer den jtledischen Depotkunden'verbucht 

sind. Ein Sperrvermerk ist als gegunstandslss zu !>ehan

deln, daer lediglich die Bea9htung der riichtigell Ver-: 

fallerklaerung sichern so11te'. 
';~ 
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oder nicht~ Es stehe somiteine rueckerstattungsrechtliche 

Frage ztir Entscheidung, zu deren KlaeI~g allein-die .hier

fuer vorge'seheneh Wiedergutma,chungsbeh?erden zustaend~g soien. 
, " 

Der Grosse Senat hat den AUBsetzungsantrag abgelent, 

weil die Voraussetzungen des Far 71 am REG nioht gegeben sind • .

Zweek dieser Bestimmung allein ist; dieZustaehdigkeit zur 
" 

Entscheidung ueber Rueckerstattungsa.nsprueche ~:dschen den 

: W1E1dergutmaohungsbehoerden und den ordentlichen"Gerichten 

abzugrenzen. Es werden durch diese Vorschriften eomit nur 

solche Faelle betroffen, ,bei denen Ruelikerstattungsansprueche 

gleichzeitig mit Vorschriften anderer Gesetze begruendet 

sind. In dem oeim Bundesgerichtshof anhaengigenyerfahren ' 

macht jedoch'die Klaegerin keine'Rueckerstattungsaprueche' 

gel te.ld, sondern allein Ansprueche ,aus' Eigentumund Verw~h-. 

rungsvertrag. Difflfolgt schon darBus, dass sie ihr Klag

begehren gegen diet Verwahrbarik, nicht aber das Deutsche 

Reich richtet. Als Anspruohsgegner fuer einen,'etwaigen Rueck

erstattungsansp;!'uch kaeme aber,:- allein dae 'Deutsche Reich ale. 

Rueckerstattungspflichtiger in Frage (Art 14 am REG). 

De. Art 71 am REG vl'lraussetzt, dass. der "Berechtig


te" in dem vor dem ordentlich~m Gericht sChwe~enden·.Verfahren 


einen Anspruch nach,Massgabe der Rueckersta:ttungsge

setze klage- und einredeweise gel tend macht, ala Berech
. 1 . 

tigteim Sinne dieser Bestimmung im vorliegenden Fall aber 

nur die Klaegerin Neuhaus in Betrac~t kommen koennte, die 

ihren KlagBn~pruch gerade nicht auf';das.Ruecke:bstattung~ge

aetz stuetz.h ist fuer eine z~staendigkei tsbereinigung nach 

,Art 71 am REG hierkein Raum. 

I,', ...... ,." 

" 

" 

: 1 

I,' 

" 

'" ':~)~'/.: . 
.;' .' j':' :.(;.~ ...... 

\ ..~, ..~", 
'..,;' ~'. 

I .. 

, " 
". . l. ,: 1 

Wie bei der Pruefung der yom I.: Zivilsenat dem Gr~ssen ' . 


Senat vorgelegten Rechtsfrage dargelegt worden ~t, waren ". 
, " 
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, .' 

die frag1ichen Wertpapiere d~r K1aegerin,bei Inkrafttreten 


des amerikanischen Rueckerstattungsgesetzes nicht mehr im 


Sinne dieses Gesetzes entzogen, sodass.,eine Anwendung v.on

,\ .' . . " :, . 

Rueckerstattungsvorschriften:im Streitf .11 ausscheidet. Der " : 
t , 

Ansicht der Wiedergutmachungsbehoerdei dass ausschliesslioh 
, "- ' . , .', . 

die W:iedergti.tinachung~organe.darueber befinden koetmten; ob, 

. eiri Tatbestahd in den'l\.nwendungabereich,der Rueckerstattungs-' ~ .. \ 

" 

gesetze faellt, kann nicht beigetreten.werden. Die·Zustaen-
, , 

j .' 

. digkei tsregeluhgen der Art 57, 60 mid 71 ~m REG betreffen, 
. 

nach ihrem eindeutigen Wortlaut nur Ansprueche, 
. 

auf die das 


Rueckerstattungsgesetz 'anzl).wenden ist. Ob dies der Fall iat" 


iat eine Vorfrage, daren Entscheidung den ordentlichen Ge
. ,./ 

richten nicht entzo[~en ist (vgI' Ent~cheidung deslII~ Zivll . . . . . ) ~' , 

,senats das Bundesgerichtsh"fs vom 31. JanUar 1952- II ZR . 


56/51 -). 


Sollten die Wiedergutmachungsbehoerden einen,yon d~r \ .' 

Entsbheidu~g des, Grossen Senate abweichenden Standpunkt zu 

der Frage einnehmen, ob ein Rueckerstattungsfall vor1iegt, , :.,;\ " .. 
\ ':{ ,; 

, , '....ao wuerde sich gemaess Art 15 am REG die Wirkung diGaer zwi


schef anderen Parteien im Rueckerstattungsv,erfahrenerge-· 


benden Entscheidungen darauf hel:'lchrae.nken, daasder ,angeb
, 

lich auf der 11. DVO des Rei;chsbuergergesetzea,bjlruhende 
:". ' ,~ , 

Rechtsverlust als nicht eingetreten gilt. Eine solcha Ent .• ', '.J ~. " \' ;" 
~ '. ' 

scheidung wuerdeden Parteien des' beim Bundesgerichtshof an


haengigen Rechtsstreits scllon deahalb nicht entgegengeha1ten 


'werden koennen, weil .die Voraussetzungen des Art 15 Abs, 2 


am REG nicht erfuell t sind. Die Auffasaung der Wiedergutmachungs,


behoerde, q~eEntscheidung des GroBsen Senats vermoege 


,die Unsicherheit nicht zu beseitigen, wem' die fraglichen 


wertpapiere 1m Endergebnis zustehen, iat hiernach nicht zu

treffend, eoweit es sich wn die Entscheidung des zwischen 


den Parteien beim Bundesgerichtshof anhaengigen Re~htsstreit 


handelt. 

", .;.'. 

. ':34'44,46· ";:'.): '. , 
.' ._ ~,<: • " 0,'" 

".j ',.. 
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"" fEB 26 1!55H EA DOUARTE AS 

JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION. . 
FRIEDRICHSTRASSE 19 FRANKFURT/MAIN 

FRANKFURT 70831 A. P. O. 757 
USTlTUTlON FRANKFURT U. S. ARMY 

23 Februar,y 1955• 

.Mr. Saul Kagan 
J RSO - New York JRSO Hq. letter #2095. 

1030. 
\ 

Dear Sauls 

With reference to your letter #1881 of 18 February concerning 
Web1s request to have HICOG remove a case ,from the Bundesgerichtshof, 
I am familiar with it, but have not yet been persuaded that we ought 
to .intervene. Dr. Katzenstein also doubts the wisdom or usefulness 
of an attempt on our part at this late date to have the Al11es try to 
restrict the German courts from. rendering a decision. !/ 

I w11l talk to Weis about ~t tomorrow, and if I am persuaded , ; 

that intervention in Washington is c~l1ed for I will write to you ',
again. 

Il' 

Cordially yours, " 

BENJAMIN B.FERENCZ 

BBF.Il 

Dictated but not read 

r .t~ 

\' 

. 

, ': 

\ ' 
\ 

\ 
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•J.:, , .,i 18 ,g55· 

JEW I S II RES TIT UTI 0 N sue C E S s"o R 0 R G A N I Z A T ION tJ). 
RERUN REGIONAL OFFICE ~ 

BERLlN·DAHLEM 
FONTANESTRASSK 16 

TE I.R FO N. 761981 
]J~. february 1955 
Dr. W/cz 

1vlr. .Saul Kagan 

c/o J R S 0 

270 Madison Avenue 

New i6rk 16, N.Y. 


.,;, 

Dear .11.1'. Kagan, 

Tleferring to our conversation over the telephone I am 
sending you eopies of 

my letter to Dr. Katz.enstein of 2l/- June 1954, 
my letter to Mr. Ferencz of 19 July 1954, 
Dr. Katzenstein's letter to me of 23 July 1955, 
Dr. La.chs' letter to me of 6 July 1955 
my todoy's letter to Dr. Kutzenstein. 

," 

your~ ~cerely, 

/l
DR., G. -;.'EIS 

In~ls: a/s r: 

344450 




", . 
". 

., ":," . 
14. f'ebruar 1955 ':. '\~, 

.Dr. w/cs 

Herrn 
Dr. E. KatzGna~G1n 
.ela J R 8 0 
Nuer'lbel"g

fuarth$r 8tr. 1.12 ,r' 


IJ.4bar "err Dr. Kat.,..onste1n,' , 
,,' 

, I 
','. 

3QIougnGhroond Au! nwin Setlroi.",n veo 24. Juai. 1954 GD S.t.crdmd r 
Yr. Veront!z SOVil. beB~il4 ,aut den letmton ,~8d. minoe ~-,'>"':' , 4 . 
.:;';chrelbensl.U1 ~r. i'erener. vam'l9.Jull1954, de8senJibseJu'Ut leb' 
.lhn4tn «,sandt h&be, erJ.aube lah M1r,folgende,';j '1or:oohlaeS'l tum" die 
urmLtttelbar zu unternalv.uende~,Schrltt. gogeau_ber 4GQ gesehlus8G8, 
des 1. P;ivl1aenat.os de9Bun.dcsger1chtabC)~elli· weg4)n':.linru!ung ·"OS ., 
nroasen S~natas eu maChent . 

. \ 

1. lIlr lAUGStlOn vOl"erstJ.;tootatolltu"l, "wann fru..hostens dol" 

f..,ro30e fiena' zuo6mmentl'it.t, sotern diGS nieht. atwa 'bveits .ge
oel~hen iat. f.. ' . 


2. SoUto Herr 'Dr. ~1Yc~·thau0l" .. den .516 JISt, wie iae mil"' gesturA 

lolef'onlsp.h sastan, b4')l1\\l1t.rngen werden, Celegettbe1t. fwberi, t.ur 8aOho 

aelbot gespraeehswo,ine St.llunt~".t1 nobmon" 80 sollt$ c~ !lt~111er·J.\n-, ". 
 , ",1:', ' 

s1eht. nacll £olIi\Q1."ide Funktc bet-OMill ' . 
, 

a. 010 Naeh.Colg0orgurlioat..iorwn hQbe.n ~'l11e ~ierto dol" ~£P1"b- . 

net-en, Art. i~iml\lr ~m cUe .truehGren D(Jl'$ehtigten' oder deren l!ll.'ben aUliJ,.. 

folgt .. blw.· Aneprueoho abgftlt.rGten, ohne Ge'bu.ehl"Gn Bll. bqre«l'hnen.·
'. . , ..:' "., 

h. Konfl1kt.e kom:mA!Jll Glcb daher nul' dort, ergeb.an,. wo die 

ttuehfOlgof1t'gn.nisat1onen ih.N f'nsprueehe M die J..aonder abset.retoA 

babon, doen sind d10S9 .Kontllkt.e, wwm ieh ~cht 1l"J,"e j. in 11080_ 

berdnJ.gt, sie werden wrmut.11dl in tIUer\tembGrt~...f3&doDn1cht. ent.-·' 

at-etlen und in lJoyerrt gf8Wiso heigelegt werden., .No at.ehen dliheJ)" au.cb 

da wemen\liehcal Int~l'(DsofJn'd9r irueheren Beredlt1&tGn nimt in hage~' 

A\lsserdern ko~nnen aie.1l in dtesen )'&$11en 419 trueherCl Bereeht.1~.',\. 


i!tlmGr 1m. fu.atdtY""''Iert8bren wtv; dlG9Jaehfolgcaor'gUl18atlonen. "8nd9l\~:i 

'.: ~ I l' , . '. 't.' <, ,'. 

http:berdnJ.gt
http:ergeb.an
http:St.llunt~".t1
http:P;ivl1aenat.os


l . This copy may neither be transrerred to a third party nor copied or published without written .' 
~ permission rrom the "Central Archives ror the History or the Jewish People", Jerusalem File No.: 

~~~::;: ..'.. \ .' ,.,) '" . ':f~ . 
'. 

" \"" '!" 

c. So.,it os sleb urn Konten lind OEpbta h{llnde.H., dlG "weder ., . 
""n d.e.o CruohCU:'Gft 1~6recht.:1gt.n noch, ven <tea' I~af!bt~~Qrg.a.n1sa.tlona ' ',: 
iim~6meldet· \lIu:men I 61~1 Vvhandlunsen -een' Yi1ed(tfrer~tfi'1lm(' der 
AnmeldGtrist im,·G~ngo. .' ".,' . 

, ..~ .... 
. d. ti30.'1""011'(1 aauit .mi98onUlehe Intel"essen WI! Alia1ten 4...... 

indlvlduollen ,l)el1'$cbt1t~ten ri'tr.nti Qll! a.1 Splele st.eheo, '!IIl..vl)rde de.. ' 
:.ittnndpunkt. des 1.' ~tlv1l.serHltes dah1ntuehroR, d~B. llnlileat'lBpt"Qcht.G 
i:o.nt.$o l.ulti n~pots ......, . '. . 

1. nlJSsor}:lal.b del' amerikamseh.,n %.on8 M don JAonchn-' 
!:l.uk.ua ftl11en "werden. d:i$D .usc ~;\'trada 'dort, wo dar kl~1%'8~1l:Wl» durcb , 

. d!~& J. Rei"h vorliAgt. t!Sl' J.tMnder£i&ku$ 8rben \lI'UeJ"de .. gogen dan klarea:, '/ 
Willen des Oeootcg.fil'bers. i3il'! ~~iodGrbolt.' betonte Q,rundaaet!tllohe " 
Ku.(;eker8t.att.ungebere1tgeh~a.tt des detltaehen ~ Volkel'l -$8. to e1f.101b mark- ., " 
wuardigen I!ahte er.scbein'en, "'ann die JuriilU'UdenB des, hQethot..n' . , , 

..d&utoC'!lien Oed.ehto d1.lh1n .ruc;~h:rt.,(, daDS diGse. Vfill'm(,Gg~n' ~n die f....aanc1er .. : .' 
vorl'allen. ,f . '" • ',' . /: 

j i . '::r,'·,.' . 

11. In dllr .8Il'ier~kan12Cben'Zone· kam ZWoof d1.Na.eh..to~' . ,. 
f)rglm.isation tul~h. d1esoVer.lloegen Mt. 'Glcb s1:ohen, '51,)1!1" DU,rmlcb' oinaa 
1\"rgebt>tS1Alrtahren, _lc~}.e8 {d,:} •• si~h ulmor \U\i aering1'uee;,isoKont.en . 

. :hlo'\l'K1ttrJlt.} den t.rtH1\3ISttan 1'Qil d$strngllehun Vsrii\O.geOO '\I.~:f'z~hren w:J.rd.; 
10. 

I' 

. , •. f;lit WMan un~ g09torn tun Tdetol,'l dt\l"Ueoor "t,nti. '*,,08 ::ver- . 
"'.;; 

, ,tluchl. werden Stfl~ 1"99tRuat~llen, ob del" V,ertret... der i\l.a9gut'1n , . 
ein VertrCllt,er dar Hankan bt,~ E'a bMdelt sieb rhlbei ~boJ" ru,eht., I ' 

Viie',~lr geat-era.ti1l1 T~1e.ron hefJpra~h~n, \1m HenaDr. f;;r111a, sQlUlom 
liJI\ den AI'I!jIJo.lt. (I:rat~r InDt~~llr.. Dle ~ahl, der t1TlWM~lte. !1l\ BUl'ldomgorleb\. .', 
1.13t. 50 r.erins; Of,lt')t.1 J~ wohl. J~d0r Vl:iln i.hn~n ,4\u.ehlhlnkon vm'~rltt. 
:'o,tu,erlich. kaM63 n1eh:t sehaoen, VlWlll man mien ~lUeh. uebt!r' Hum' 
<;rtlle erkuruU~t.; wI ehtieer W8.C'lnt eft 9~ \IIIohlrent.u~tell.en, datJs 
del" ilnw.rI..U. in GI'atw Inst,;MulI'rogolmsesai6 cler l\ril~~lt. dcrilanlr 1st..' 
t,>der ihr sonst n6l14steht.. . I . 

. , 

.' 4. Wlr :5011t,en i~n·:n(lr ~on Yorsueb mli\ohen heI'nus'ZuhakQlnmnn, cb , 
donn Fr~lUN$uh.;).us Qt.\ar:' der 6,;.rtkMlverband don Pro-Z0SB f.ln&nziert. lr.b '. 

, 
bln si.I!her, da8s , ,Ltl!tzt~res do:r It't:\.U .13t.· . 

, , 1'1, 

5•. Wir 'so}ltGn ferner dEm beaten Weg ouchen, ,dtUl grQso.nborn.\t. 1 :-'." 
l.ueber n\'\seren tl.e"'htset'~lna,pH.rlkt tou' tnfcrm1.ertm.. 1d1 h.tll:fe vor~- , .. 
sl!hlac:;en, dUfifl l'Iir in dar' h1.n!s3.gen ~;ehr,1ftenreiho .no rMm ~ls AOegl1eh" 
elll.lll l';roaf'hu0rr~ hor".I.ls6G1Jen, una CInes 1(1 I.\'U dioaom ~i.~ee'kc nach. :' i 

D6rllh kCIlinan" d~"'TIit. 1.1.).1' (itm lnhnlt,.tll.t. Horrn Dr., Tur:h' Ulfd Herro. 
n,r .. Her2:fflld basproehQn ko<mnon. . ,

:"1 

" 
'. 

-2
, ;'., 

, , 
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6. , nie\geaetlUehe -eget~, untoer wBltohol' moimtr' Ansidlt. 
na(th Cl1f9Ang01~enl't<dt., 1ft, ~g.bi'3~ht. wer.d_ kcmmte, !at., ,'~, 
Art. 71, UtijUlG,. 01G.lMiaetttt tlbl3l' \WAll vonus,dan der Iwt1h dem 
itU9('1~Qrot,{I\t.t.Wl$.l£eSf¥l;S8e:rGd'~SgtG OWQ' A~~a&. s91'8s bs1m Z1vU- ' 
g01'iobt" sal •• bo1 401'" ~,!~WAtmaCbtAnU,SbO.hoard.e, stollt. ' Un \14.- ' 
unsGI't'mAnGpl'Ucl\ .abgotretoo hlltboa, muesate der A.ntrag VGa ,'Land a~ 
(~et3t.Ut \'llftl'dera. 1m woisenll,lht.. Gb esvoooglitlh eeS.n 'ffir4, d~&ea 
zu Vlil'1dI1BfJ58n,. 00n :Antr~' so1'o'rt 'IU steUtltAl . ' 

7. Ob eSMcb IJOeglleb btl, 'den Uoben KOAlm1ssal' otnlUSehalt.ea 
un4 die Oe.rlehtmbarkeltt'ler dout.eC.bciD GerlfJhte d.llt«dl ,1bn nW!l.U8~tAft'i. ',", " 

\"8180 lt1l ~d.t.lht# d!/'i loh n.il!ht woiss, welcho bGswegllcheD a",~_ .' ' " .' 
in aer Wi Zone MeJ\ l.drkGt:I1l ,81nd# gana ab.~\Ga ·do;v_.. d(\GS 'let» natw;r-,' ,'.' 
lien n1f!t~ .eias, ott del' I1C)ho '!3;OftII\lstimr Roell ~Nl\ 1st, 110 ~WIUl fAll ," 
tun. '" . ' ,). ';".",'. 

" . 
, tlllls ol~qBebnt~ wetdtim soll, ~ dtlmuf wnd.oson ~d.rm,,\;'I,· 
dltS8 , ' . '.; : " " ~ ';'>.,:r;(,r" , , ,',:' 

a.dureh RQt'!ht.s~hlIn6 'cUfJ18Gr ,Art,' CS&r g~ a·U~.DR\tt1,c,~" '!: ':';/'?;' 
erst.at..tWlI dol'" Dc<km ~rlter den 'l'U~qGn Wi36ezcg.... werd.en kaaR, iIJd., .. :'; :. , 
olnlach erklQ$rt IId.ret, es liege J(emo Ent.~;V01'.., ' ' , :'. 'i'> ' 

\ . . I '(~~ :}' t· . , ~ • :, I; 

b, dUd .natu(Jl'll.oh gar n1('1ht abzusetlen 18~,· ·.,lohe ltonmeq\l~ " ',' ;:' 
eich QUS 0inor so.blhen r~ntf'J~hGidu:nE .rt~eben ,kOCJllMft, , ' ~ ,: ~, 

, ' 
" . 

. i~. t't!.\811 tontJ..lkt.e u,n9~:meldbQl" atm... Purd\ etntn )~utull 1st. ' 
d4Jr .orote lunllJ.ktatQl.l d1OGfIIl" Iln gerade heuuaut ilOO1.,., Tlsab . '\',: . 
gekor~~ 'Uurcb de~ in' e18ft' oo,mtortl~ beioaachlesSCflltili .Boacblusa 
de" I'IH, edeJ"gu~~hutil~Of!mto8B{!WUn ,- 52WA ~o 9&$ ums96' ,,,om' 
;W. :Januar 19'5,.. d~r1as'l!11o('bEmreehtak~aen~ gewordvn SSt#,wurde 
,101M 61ft Kont.o es...s .f:rtlE!i'ler.enU4JrGf'..ht1at.en, h1tzKri.r4ke, bd. 49r 
OrecKJnor Bmlk, e:Q5GSpt:Cei1en.." 111" s'ank, wurde vrm 41~ BeschluHG ftr
st,_Mgt und tatt' 4arnutb1rlde:n 1n 1i.b6ebr1ttbfJ1g,sti'loa;_~n i'jrl~ .' 
VOIR 29. JQJlUsJ" 195j an d,{~'11k.rautma.ehUftgIUimt, e:OSnt'Kl'. '·,hloh.lWitl',l '.... , 
(\l~o nlcht IIU!" .,1ruM, ad \"M,$dM'lttUtm~chW'li:8arflt,' Q'ondern aufth 41'l," .: , , 
i~mderve1.'\~10$gr.en6'Wrt"altu.n.r! (lll)r /}nslcht sW, ,,«I_a 191_ l:t:nt~1Etbung ," 
vQr11egt. erklaor\ clle JJFl&I\k, dt1.frtj 81e oletl ru~r' uUe$ dl.'il garniCl!ht 
interassiGn u.nd (laB t~Gld;.Vl 1l9rm:,.Kr1mb ~.lt,~ tn.Us dor' Uu,ndes-· 

,fS~l'ieht.$ho.t ,erklaert;, ,cs liege ~iM .1:t,t2'.i~ nleilt vo~., ~letIft ,wir . , 

don AnSPlUCbdurehOOt.eco woU$Il, sowClrden l.'d.r dmm, ,.~, l~Jl<bt. , 
naeh die Donk 'V'~rk.'LngElJ\ m.sen, , d:.a 3" del" rtu.eoker~attf.mgsbe8fhlu. 

", .
nleht. mGhr be4et.ttet~ \!'l.te dtwr,i', u1eClaoubigwrollO yamRGloh aut· una 
uobertl'agftn, wurde4!' ute $Ii,.'La~ 1~tbe1.dM ordenU1ehm U$r1ehtWL n., 
oeberreS.ehen,. UM dieso wal'den sld1 net.uerlleb an d!o \r.fl.t.9"hGl~ 

\' 

'!J ,,,/"
- .1,."0', 

.. . , ' 

, " : :': • "7 '.~ 'j- 1': " : j \"~. 
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<l9s .lluDdGsgeritihtshutes b:>iten. 1~'1r we!'deft Q1sodarn 1m ~t\1('~ 
er$t.~ttun&OftrtahNn uh.9i"~ tuiben, s.bGr. UlU.lOr RecJ:,' rd.dlt. durohset,1Hft 
l-loennfDll. wlU."Uia IIWl \"IeIF' du'£1&GriS1nmt .1rg~ wfll.cho1t lhmb1nd101 
(~ln ooil A1rr;,.1nreclei:t. do.s.scU., S$JlkOft cUe lm,f}N.8SOn tl8~ :rrulQh~ . 
llcroeht.1g1.en 1m s\ugelw.))$n) J.m.le\sten odor TOrletat.en JeJu'O 419r " ' 
Huoekerot.t&t.tung Roell die~D.KcntlJJttsw1Gcnon .de\\tschor u.nd .ll~r 
•• . • '." ,'. . , , '. ,j \' .' " 

neobtspreehung ,hGl'liltIlb~8ehl"lt)ert,,18~. W1erJ:lr.H,tliCh~· , ", " 

.1m, hGiOO:rko nod\, <1QS& sieh Herr ~l"lJI\lt~ bGl"olta W\ uns l~lnVcmdn ' 
h.Qt UDC\ duslJ wi!" SGlbStrir.9t.~cW.Ch BNftdsms11Ch httl"Qit 81ft1!•.. ibm . 
unOOI'G aecM •• abmutMen, d~Q leh eber wrmut.liM ,41019 .. ~ " . 
nieilt _chen wercto,sc .l~ 'niebtd18, An~gamolt &eklaert", SBt~: . 
tell glallbO rdcbt" «laSs WJ.if:·f)8 b1Mel'atIl~_, d-asa ~ D.kV~ 
fueiWlgen dmo ~O. 'rota eS.ne'.B~schluaoe.~ . "n1(!ht eulaasotft·,wt4 ' 
inh'werde WlMre·N,eehto, boi·gl.tdme1t1&_ ,KrklM~Gn UA lierm 
Rrimke,bGl un. mu:rueek~ntu~lt.en" \1fi.l gegetaeDentalJ..9.·1II tier ,Lap 'fm' ., :/f:
s,lin, d:Le IIrage sotort auarof-aehten, '~er' dema Dwl:G1gentl.1~R;U'" ' . ", ;~,},:~ 
8ohe~Qn hat., die ~'l.rgutlM.Ol1W1SsbeboePden.,d1e'l)~sr ~,aM Odes." ':,.:,.;":\;:~. 
GtI.B UU~kl8ner1Mt.~.1 . <l(lb ,k$nn ,~t;Qbn1ch' .(OBts~l.lM~; 'ffl~~ d~•.. i "'i, ':'" i ,.i:' ;.~ 
~lue«de~.itoclui!,1!I,;mk, 'F1lloJ.e).fnGl!Chen,." ~ cl~~ i ~8f!!h~'bsttd:llgt;.·:~t.'4!:':~~;· :,.",,': ~ 
nat.t,en ee b1$~iermU- mit. del' lh~_dnar Jmlk 1n,8.I'J.S.nb." • .'_t~J' .. / ' 
Na""hlol8e~1n,,:,4tJr,i.hmk f\tt;'J' l;~ioi,~l.nt.mSk1e·:.ut1Bl~/·'.'~:· '-, ':". 

~ " :," ;, .. 
!, . . , 

.' • j I{ '. 

", '"mlt deli boatenGwee.,," ! 
,,' ' .. 

: ,:' " . 

~, t. 

'",r',. " 

. , 
?, 

. j 

cot Mr. Kf4g8ll ' 
Mr.' ."erenoB ,.
Dr;'Laehe "',' 

, " 

• j • 'i 

,: !:: ' , 
• "I- ~ ,

,':,. '. ", 

\ ,',.' ", . 
, >-; ... <, t 

" ' .<3'4':'~i;i~f4' 
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Cop '7 

// ,	24. ,June 1954 
Dr. \v/ez 

Herrn 

Dr,; E. KatzenStein; 

c/o Hq., J R SO,.,,, 

N u e r'nb.e r g 

Fuerther Str. '112 

(Justizgebaeude) , 


Dear Dr. Katzenstein, 

,1. I have just got knowledge of, a decision ot the Landgericht. 
Muenohen I, ~opy of which I In.nDsa~, I, assUlne that, the' deoision ' 
is the result of a put up job between some' claimants and. 'the 
Bankenverband. The Retriebsberater,speBks expressly of, aftMuster
prozess" (test ease) arld it is sdd on page .3 oftha copy i~at. 
"es i.st dami t. mu reohilen.' dass der Streit..f:'alloiJu Wage dar Sprung-:' , , 

revision an den Bundesgericht.s}:&of 'gela.ngt"~,;;, 'I , ,', ., 
, , 

2.. I think we should, try to stop t.h$se proceedings 8S quiCklJ" ~s • i ; 

possible. They are nothing elsa than an attempt to axclude the ' 
Jurisdiction of the rest.itution courts just by stating that there 

.was no confiscation in the meaning ot restltlltion,legislationl " l.,1 

Your,ssineerelYl 

: " ' . 
" 

" DR. G. ,ViE,IS 

\ \ , ' 

, " , ' 

, .' 

. ';' . , ". 



,: 
,.,' 

, ':\', 

, . 
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c 0 P.l , 

JEWISH TRUST CORPORATION FOR GERld.ANI 
Hanburg 1· 

. 6th Ju13; i954 , I 

RI/~ ; . 
. Dr.· G. Weis 

Jewj,ah Restitution 
Successor Organization 
Ber1in-Dnh1em . 
Fontanestr. 16 

: " ,. 
"i> ! 

'_",;,'1Dear Dr. Weis, 	 . 

,,' 'J', 

S~jectc . 	Seisure ot Bs.nldng Aecounts· '" 
under, Regulation I~Q.· 11' pursuant: 
)0 the Reieb C1t:!!enshie Law~ " /,,' ',"' 

• -. • j 

I acknowledge receipt .at yOur letter at ~t 'J~y, 1954 . : 
inwhirh youreier. 'me to a, decision.of Landgericht: Muenchen:\, 


-reported in II BetrlGbs-Herater" vol. 9, No. 16. 'lbisdeoision ".. 

'appears to be Buperseded by the'decision reported in Betriebs- .. ' 

Berater~ vol. 9 No. 17 on' page 517." ;: The S,upreme' cOurt has .ruied. '.' . \ .. 

in unambiguous ,terms .that banking accounts and securities 'were 

automatieal13 forfeited to the Re.i.ch'by virtue otRegulation.No•.11 

and that regress can only be had by way ot restitUtion proceedingse. 


", .There 'is; therefore, nO"need to' take re:media~ aotion. As you mal' 
',.. r,.wish'to inform Mr. Ferencz ,aeeord1ngly.I 'am sending this let,tar in 

dupU~ate. . 

;'i: 

, ' 

,,' ' .", 

. Yours slncerely,' ,. ., 

/s/ R. Lachs, 

, .' 1· 

" 

I, I' 

") .. 

Ii 

'\ 
; I 

), 

" 

http:otRegulation.No
http:decision.of
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File No,: 

' , ' ,; 

'."" ',':.,:' 
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Mr. I:l. B. Ferencz 
c/o J R S 0 
.Frankfurt / Main 
Gruelleburgweg 119 

Dear '.Mr. ferencz, , 

'" j1. I am' referring to flf3 letter ot 24 June 1954 in which I sent you 
0, decision of the Landgericht lluenohen I, published in the Betriebs 'y' 


berater of 10 June 1954. Dr. La(1hs draws llf3'attent,~on to a new ' ' 

decision of the Bundesgericht.shotwhich' has, been published in ,the 

Betriebsberater of 20 JWle 1954. I am sending ,you c,opyof the note 

published in the Betriebsberater,:whlch contains a'quotatioho!' the" 

decision., " 
 .....•~~ . 

, 2. One should think that the banks would acc~ptthia' <ienfsion. 
To my great surprise I 'received just 'a'lett,er. eOP1of. wllich~'l inclose" 
frOm which you' will see that the Bankenverband ls' stl11waitlngfor" a " 
decislon1ri its' own Case. ' ' ",';

, I , 
.( i 

i~.Th:i.s iadone although in Berlin there" are no difficUltieS '.:
,j 

with individual claimants. ';ie: always have' assigned and still are 
assigning claims for existing' accounts' and deposits to former ·~er8. , 
and heirs in a ver¥simplifiedprocedure and withoutaa~ing for leea.' . 

" ':" 
" •. t4. In ~ opinion a responsi~le organization would normallyaecept 

~ 

the decision 0 r, the Bundesgeriehtshof as tinal. As the Bankenverband 1~ 
a responsible, organization their attitude Can only be explaihed out at 
an irrational hostUity against restitution legislation or'a'late attempt 
to torpedo the law.' ' .. \ . ~ I 

.. .t'), 

oj

i5. 'The decision "die ernauteStelluninahme des, genannten h08ohste~ 
Gerichtes abzuwarten~ com.pl;ieates matters ~onsiderably. It we oannot' \,:il 
easily find out 'whether an 'acoount exists or not our claims"Jor existing r:';~'~j 
aecounts will' be 'del~ed. 1 am, ttl,eretore, writing, to the BundeS~band' .. ,!\;;~1~ 

·1 

.,~ .~~ .~:.';,!~ 
I ' 

344,~57 
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whether they would not advise the Berlin banks to give us information. 
considering the faet that in Berlin at least there is no, conflict 
of ,interests. ' " 

• I" 

6. Apart ,from that' 1 am still of, opinion that something 'should' '. ~: 

" -.be done' about the Munioh ease 8.S I still thInk the Courts are deciding 
q)lestions of ~~stitution law ,men c;t.eelding these Oases • 

. Yours sineerel" 

'DR.. G. V'lEIS, " 
" ,,,. 

;·f' 

", . 
'11" ." 

"',:': . 

. '1,'. ~'. 

t' .', 

\ : 

'. 

'j 

" , 
" :\ 
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HEAD\~UA1lTERS 
.JEWISH RESTlTUTIO~ SUCCEssORORGAHIZATIOI 

.I' 

• "j ',. ':. l' 

",
JilSO fierl!n "'1 

Attn: Dr,•. ~'eia' 

Dear Or., Weis, 
'." 

,,: 
'" 

\ "'-:,,1 

v,'ith ref,arence to your letter to Mr. ~Feren~z' of'19 Ju:t11954:I, o'~·.: ,', 

would like to mention that, on:"O June 1954,:I,haye, asked theLB.nd.-·'1 " ': 
gerieht 14uen~hen I for a ~opy ~jf their judgment or, ~.4.1954 - 6 0 417/53•.,' 

I \ " , I,! " .' , 

The MuniCh Larldgericht has informed, me that the 1'ile has been, ' ,', 
,sent t·o the B'undesgerichtsho1' as an appeal (Sprungregress) has been';lodged.';,' 

, • • ' ••• f 
'f, 

, ' , I 

On 1;1 ;luly 1954 I have a:dted the Bundesgerichtshbr for a coW of ' 
the judgment llhicb I have, however, not received yet. \ ' 

Sinc~re1y !oura (. , 

lsi E.Katzenstein 

J. ~", , 
,~ : 

I' ,', 3 4 '~ ','1":-:0 
, ':t It ',l OJ 
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General Lucius D. Cla7, 

Commander-in-Chler, European CommanCl, 

Pentagon Building 

Washingtou, D. C •. 


Dear Gcmex"al Clay. 

On Vecember 1, 1946, representati~8 of interested levish groups con
ferred 'Witb you in New York CIt)" rega.rding Il,r-oposals .:whiob. the,. had theretotore 
submitted to Oeneral J. H. Hilldring, then A~B.:1stant Sea:retar;y ot State, relative 
to the oustodl' end ultimate dlspoRitionof Jewish aultural propert7 oontisoatecl by 
the tormer German government aDd it's'various agenoies. These proposals contemplated 
that oertain categories or suoh property, specified therein,' should be transferred 
to a memberahip corporation, to 'be torme4 under the lavs of New York, in behalf ot 
their former Jevish owners and the entire JewiSh peOple. 

Inacoordance with thea9 Pl"C!~~a~J!I.'r.,the~.J'8Wi8,~.'l,lestltutiOD Commission haa 
been inoorporated and organized 'w'.d.er 'th'a ".MemberShip 'CorporatlODB)'l;av"of" lev ,York. , 
The membership ot the corporation i8 at Present composed of the follov1ng organila
tions' 

The Amerioan Jewish Committee 
Tlll~ Amorican Je\o1isb Conterenoe 
The AmeriCBR JewiDh Joint DistrIbution Committee 
The ,Board of ))$putiee of Brit1sh Jews 
The Oentral CommitteG or Liberated Jews in Ge1"!laD1 
Conaell Representatit dee Juifs de France 
The Council tor the Proteotion ot the Rights aDd 

Interests or J (!1AS trom Ge1".l'lU.mT 
, Tho· J ewiob Age:Doy tor Palel!ltine 
Jewish Cultural Reoonstruotion, Ino. 

The World Je\Tl1IIh Congress is 8 member ot the corporation last named. The membership 
of The Jewish. Re!:'tltution Commission ie not closed, and we as8UJ'e lOu that as eoon 
as the aurviving lewish ootll!ll'lUd+J.es ot Germa.nT and Austria form organimations to re
present them, thODe 6rgenisations will be admitted to memberahip in the corporation. 

The gentlC!ltlleD wbo cont'carredwith 7t~1 on Deoember 1, 1946, UDderstood 101l 
to express the following Vi81lBt 

1. The oorporation ~lch suooeeds to ownerless and UD.idantit18ble~ev1sh cul
turel property should be representative or sul-rtv1q GeJ'l!18D and AU8trian' Jewa and ot 
the entire levil'h people. We submit that b7 vlrtu~ of its membershiJ\ 8S nov consti 
tuted and 9S 1t vill be expanded, the Jewish Restitution Comm1alil1on meet. JOur view 
in this regard. 

http:Germa.nT
http:ootll!ll'lUd+J.es
http:Ge1".l'lU.mT
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General Luoius D. Clay 	 -2- Ootober 17, 1947 

2. There shOUld be turned over to auoh a representstive oorpora.tlon OODfls
Gated J.",ish ouiturelpl"'Opert7 'Whioh is DOV ta, or may her.lnatter eo_ into, the 
possessioll of the United States (.) "hioh io unldentUia'bl. or (b) "hieb. is 1d_t1
flabie aa haYbl been owed 81ther by .. J .wish 001ItmUIl1t7 which 1e _tinet or hra 
Jewish phi1imthl"Oplo or cultural iDstltution wl.ba. oe"led to t'lmotlOll,- but upGIl. 
tbe unde...tandtDg that the corporation will hold all wah Propert7 \tIltil the aptr.... 
tion ot,the period fixed b,y the proposed rest1tution lev tor th8 tl1iDg ot old!ll'J 
th....to aDd ",l11 contiD\18 to hold allot nab propert7 to 'Whloh ela1lla are filed untl. 
tn1~. oldJDfJ are adjudlqated..· '. . 

I 

3_ Confil!loated Jewish oultural propert,.. DOW or hereat'ter posselsed b;y the 
United States, "hiob Is 14entltiable as ha'9"lnl bee owed otherwise thaa by .%tillot 
.laviah oOJmll.UD.itl.e or by Jawi. !utltUt.icm8 "hlch haVe 0888«14 to fUnotlon, ehoa1:d, 
it UJlala.J.aed., be tumed over to the oorporati~n at the expiration of vbatever perloe! 
IIla7 b. fix.ed bt the propoee4 restit.ution law tor the tUing ot alaima t.hareto or, if 
ola1.med durlng noh perlod, upoa adjudioationthat the ol&il18 are 1Ilva1id. . 	 . 

4. The corporation should be permitted '~ take possession of oantieoated .lavish 
cultural propertl ",hieb ie in the pOBsession of 1nd1v1dual German. or of printe Ger

.' 	 man corporations or assooiations only U 1t establishes its elalm. thereto, b7' the 
prooedures established by the proposed restitution la", as the BUooessor in interest
of the tomer owers ot suah property• 

.' 
We 	 theretorG resp8otrull1 requestl 

a. That in addition to being appointed succeeDor organillaticm to Jew!ah proper
t7 pursuant to ~..otlan8 7, 9, 10 and 12. ot the proposed I"8stitutian l8v, the Jewish 
Restitution Commission be reoognized as the suooessor to unidentifiable end ownerl••• 
oontisoated J ewiab outtura1 property. '. 

b. That a small mission, representing the J 8wiahRestitutlon Oommission, be fllCl
mltted into 091"l!\8D;)" ror the purposes ot taking possessioa· ot the confiscated Jewiah 
cultural property reforred. to 1D eub-parasraph 2, Opt". ot COJlsultlDg wlth the Unlted 
StateD authorities with respeot to other Jewish cultural property, .aDd ot negotiating 
with the lavtul owners of such propert1 tor the purcha.e of other aoqu81t1on thereot. 

o. 'lhat the mission of the .lavish Restitution Comclss1on be provided bf the Mil
itarl Govornmant and the German aut.tlodt.1eo ,,1.th all the taoiliUes, and that the 
members of the mission be givtlll the statuo, neceSSAry to enable the mission to portOI'll 
Its tunotioDn erfeotlve17. 

Very r08peottul17 y0\l.l'8, .. 

The Jowish Reetltution Commission, 

JEROME MICHAEL 

344461 
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MEMORANDUM '(l~t,~L;:;;Y---> 
(",...~ .. /

1:.. p~~ 
From B. M. Joffe (J \f;.\.

Eli nook~. - . '- • 
New york,. _____...........S.Elp_t.embfu~,..3.Q:th, _________ ._____ 19/•.7To Hoses fl. Leav1.tt 

Subject Meeting of 	Five Agencies, Friday, September 26th 

Present.: Messrs. 	Robinson .Joffe 

Hevesi Rook:' 

Grossman Boukst~in 


Hlchael Marouee 


At this meeting the first item of business lnvolved oorrectlon and final 
dra.fting of the letter ",hioh had earlier been prepared by the Jewish Cultural 
Reconstruction, Inc. to the Stat.e Department. (The letter was prepared at the 
specific suggestion and follo\.Jing discusBions wHh the state Department.) This 
letter requests that ,uncla.imed and unidentl.fied Jevr:i.sh cultural property located 
in t.he American zonebf Germany now be t1.\rned over to Jewish Cultural Reoonstruo
Glon, Inc., B.S intermediary trustee, andUmt the latter organization be permit
-ted to send a mission .into Germany for -the purpose of handling all necessary de-- . 
tails. On the basis of corrections made at the meeting the letter was finally 
approved to be sent to trie State Department after having been presented to Gen
eral Clay for his unofficj.al perusal. 

Another item discussed dealt ",ith the forthcoming visit of General Clay to 
this country. It was agreed that the top officers of each of the agencies should 
meet 1,zlth Gerieral Clay and discuss ,·lith him particularly t.he question of restitu
tion legislation. In this connection Hr. Grossman pointed out that a prior pro
mise had been made to the Agudas that one of its representatives would be included 
in t.he next delegation visiting the State Department. It was Mr. Grossman's opin
ion that this promise required the inclusion of an Agudas representative in the 
forthcoming delegation to General Clay. In any event it was agreed that prior to 
the time that such a meeting would be held a cauous of all of the members of the 
delege.t:i.on ",ould be arranged' to prepare arguments and to reconcile points of view. 
Grossman will hold prclimlnary discussions with the Agudas. 

Another item of business inVOlved reading a cable which had ~en sent from 
OMGUS to t.lash:tngton, setting forth the differences beh1een the Russian and. the 
other lI.lHed pm'lers in connection with t.he restitution negotiations. Accord:tng 
to this cable, the main differences continne to involve the questlon of a succes
sor organizatton and the right of avoidance, \·Ii th t.he Russians still hold :i,ng out 
for escheat in the case of hej.rless property. The \-lire appeared to point to the 
likelihood of an agreement bet1.[een the Western Po\,zers, which would provide for 
the right of each Zone Commander to desigpate his own successor organiZation. No 
action was taken on this wire, but in a subsequent conversation with the State De
partment the desire of the agencles for 8.n agreement which provides specifically 
for the deslgnat.ion of Jewish successor organizations in all zones ",as reiterated. 
According to the State Department, a cable will be sent off to m,lGUS, requesting 
further clarification on this point. 
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The last item of discussion involved an extension of the suggestion made. 
by Mr. Marcuse at the previous meeting, that an attempt to effectuate personnel 
changes he initiated among those individU;al~ at Property Control OHGUS dealing 
with restltution. It was agreed, hOvlever, that the agencies in this country as 
yet had insufficient specific data to support a move of this sort and that more 
specific ammtmition would have to be gathered before suoh. question is to be placed 
on the agenda.• 

ER:AU 

cc. 	P. Ba.erwald 
E.Ivt.M. Warburg 
Isa.ac H. Levy 
Harold F. Linder 
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"~,~ September 20, 1947.' 
Ii....;~and.up' For Dr. Sohwartz ,r, ~'~\; i1I ~(~ 
Subject: Developments with respect 

Duri.ng my recent trip to Vienna I talked to Dave Ginsburgh and Monroe Keriseok 
hnd aleo to Albert Loewy, Legal 'Advisor to USAOA, regarding developments with 
respect to the Austrian Restitution' Law. . ' ' 

Dr. Ginsburg was very informative concerning progress on the Austrian Peace 
!reaty. As you know, ~der Artil3le 4!t ofthe~j1L.Iraa..ty (the text of which 
has not yet been release<! ana which I did. not have time to oopy) the Austrian 
government is required to transfer heirless property to a SUccessor organiza~ 
,tion which has been approved by the four zone commanders 'iwith the agreement 
of the Austrian government", the property to be used for the reli,l!if and re
habilitation of victims of Nazi powers. There are also the provisos that 
(a) no transfer of property may be effected which might unduly budden the 
Austrian economy and (b) no payment in foreign exchange oould be made. Dave 
stated that he felt the provision was very objectionable but pointed out that 
it had already been agreed to by the four powers in Moscow. He did point out, 
however, that there is a disagreement between Russian and the U. S. as to what 
properties could be restituted; the Russians taking a narrow position that 
property taken under durese is not restltutable, with tne U.S. taking the 
oppodte view. .Ginsburg feels that while it may be possible to reconoile the 

,us and Soviet positions on this matter, still for purposes of strategy, he 
prefers to keep the disagreement so as to perhaps have the whole matter re

! 	 considered at the Foreign Ministers' meeting at London. He points out that 
unleos he preserves the disagreement it will be praotioally impossible to" 
have the Article considered,again; with the disagreement preserved "there is 
one chancein'fifty" that. the whole article will be reconsidered.. In answer 
to my question, Dave did not feel it would be possible to reconsider Artiole 44 
in Vienna at this time under the guise of makin~certain necessary 'drafting 
changes ~and thus perhaps change pc;>Ucy as well). I also restated the 
points made in Oolonel Bernstein's memorandum. " 

Loewy points out that the Jewish Oo$D,unity has already made secret proposals 
to the Austrian government as to tbe,soope and nature of the Suooessor Organiza-' 
tion. Although Loewy has not seen'the text of the proposals he understands 
that they call for an Austrian organization which would collect all heirless 
property, put it in a pool, and .then permit those persons having claims for 
restitution to staisfy their claims, even partially, fro~ this poolo War 
damage claims would not, of~ourse, be satisfied from this p~l because o~ . 

. the provision of Article 42144 of 'the Austrian Treaty whioh states that persons 
shall not be en~itled to restitution of property damaged by the war to a greater 
extent than Austrians are compensated for property which has been damaged ' ' 
by the war. I pointed out to LoelJY that under this scbeme only Austrians would, 
benefit from the sale of heirless property whereas under Article 44 it was 
expressly prOvided that such proceed,s should be used for the "relief and rehabili 

, tatioD of victims of nazi powers" and that the clause did not appear to refer 
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only to Austrian victims. loewy, who objects to the policies of the Austrian 
Jewleh community, said he was opposed to this.plan, and that he hoped that 
some other plan would. be adopted. I revifIJwed the, proposals for a successor 
Restitution Organization for Germany and suggested that this mIght serve as a 
guide for an organization in Germany.: Loewy, who is an old friend, told me 
that he had. perhaps not kept in as close touch as he might have with the deve1op- ' 
ments on the Restit.ut,ion Law. He said he would have no objecUon if I keep in 
touch with him by weekly telephone calls to learn progress in this matter. 

It. should be po:tnted out that Dr. Btl t.;J.er, an attorney on our staff in Austria, 
has alroa.dy accumulated a great dee.! of information as to the whereabouts of 
helrless property in the US/UK RIld French zones of Austria. 

I also talked to Mr. Loewy about iropl.!{-lmentation of Austr1.a Restitution Law No. J 
" Underwhereby individuals may file claims for restitution of specific propertyo 

the provisions of the law, trlbunals are to be set up in Vienna and in the various 
lander to receive and adjudlcate cIa be for property. AIthough the law has been· 
in force for the past slx mont,bs, tribunals he.ve been established only in Vienna 
Rnd in no other place in Austr.ia. Mr. I..oe\/;Y promised.. to make strong r.epresenta
tions to thIS Austrian aut.horities to establish the tribunals as quickly as 
posslble. Mr. Olson of the American Legation in Vienna, whom I aleo saw, pro
mised to coordinate with Mr. Loewy and make a similar representation. . 

At Irwin Ma.son' s suggestion I asked Dave Glnsburgh to try to get to Berlin in 
order to help getting the German Restitution Law passed. Mason polnts out 
tha.t Dave is stUl very well liked in Berlln and his presence t.here 'Would be 

helpful 0 Dave sidd he pl~m8 to go to 'Berlin within the next two weeks And will 
contact Mason there; he does not believe he 

mat,ter but w:Ul do what he cano 
11 hav. time to deal with this 
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TOI Mr. Moses A. 

From: B. U. Joffe and Eli Rook 

Subjects Meeting of Five Agenoies, Thursday, ~eptember 18, 1947 

The meeting 'last night, at the offices ..of the American Jewish Conferenoe, was devoted largell 
to addresses by Major Abraham Hyman (assistant to Rabbi Bernstein and now to Judge Leventhal), 
Rabbi Philip Bernstein himself and Mr. Marouse, fomerly of the Legal Division, OMGUS in 
Berlin. 'The highlights of these three talks are 88 follows. . 

lVfA.lOR HYMAN 
RgstitutioD - Major Hyman's ,discussion was devoted to the problems of restitution 

legislation in Ge~ and Austria. Regarding the former, he stated that the deadlock be
tween the Amerioane and the other three powers continues, partioularly over the questions 
of a successor organization and the right ot avoidanoe.· , 

The British now seem to support the Frenoh and Russian positions, and lean in.favor ot esoheat 
of heirless property. General Cl.q's promise",however, regarding the Ootober 1 deadline for 
-1Dilateral Amerioan legislation, in the event quadripartite agreement proves impossible, re
,ains erfeotive. 

., 
With regard ,to Austria, five restitution laws have been passed dealing with all phases of the 
subjeot. Under these laws it has been required that all Austrians deolare property which 
maJ be subjeot to restitution and 29,961 deolarations of this .ort.have alrea~ been filed. 
On the other Side, 2,800 olaims for the return or restitutable property have 'also been t11ed. 
As a result, 766 pieoes ot property have already been returned to rightful owners "ho are 
in Austria. Thus tar, acoording to Major'lI1man, the restitution oommisaions in Austria 
have demonstrated an extremely liberal ,attitude, whioh has kept'at a minimum the posaible 
damaging effeats of the several important weaknesses in the laws 0 

The DP Sitl!AtloD - Although morale continues to be low among the DPa, with con
tinued apathy and small inclination to worlt or to olean up the 'oamps, Major Hyman states 
that the situation is far trom being explosive, as alleged 1:J;r recent visitors. returning from 
Germany~ With regard, to the retUrn of ,the Ixodua passengers to Germany, there were no 
demonstrations of an;y importanoe, largely due to the agreement' between the U.S. millta17 and 
the DP leaders that continued publio demonatrationsin German oitiea represented a real 
security threat. lor was there an;y demonstration of an opposite kind upon the issuance of 
the URSCOP report. Although the findings were genera1~ reoeived withtavor b.Y the n,., 
there is also oonsiderable cynioism, however, regarding its future implementation. Major 
Hyman also desoribed in oonsiderable length the Ansbaohincident ot aeveral months ago in 
whioh two Amerioan soldiers were allegedly beaten b.Y Jews and abductedilto a DP camp 
(the story at the time was that they had been abduoted b,y Irguniats). Offioial army in
vestigations revealed extreme provooation on the part of the aoldiers,who were beating up 
Jews. outside the oamps, .and the retaliator,y aotion b.Y the DPsagainst the two individual 
GIs involved only a slight beating up pl~ their retention b,y the DP camp police pending 
their being turned over to the army Mfa., Despite the faots disolosed b,y the investigation, 
however, two Jewish DPs have been sentenoed to, six months in jail, whereas the ten GIs 
partioipating in the original provooation hav~ been let otf with lIttle more than a 
reprimand from the Army oourt marshal. It was suggested that pressure be exerted immediately 
to have the sentenoes of the two Jews reduoed. or reversed. Major Hlman stated that he asked 
the JDO to furnish lawyers, but did not get them. He fina1l.y was able to get some volun1;eers 
from the Nuremberg trial staff. . . 

" r . ~ 
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Honorable Oharlet B. SaltlllaD. 
~.a18taa' Secretary ot State 
Department of 8ta'_ 
Washington, ». O. 

" 

Sirt 
~ '. . 


On J.uguet 26, 1946, Ihe CoJlUli1.don 011 European Je"llh Oul\ural .... 

oOIl.trucUon. 'fb. WOl'l' lewlm OODCre••• !h. Sell"" lJdn1"IUy in Jerusalem, 

aU. other le"hh ol'p.niu.U.on. mao ~r'aln proposal. (her.1JUJ..fter ret.rre.. 
to a.tlie Proposals of AUC. 26, 1946) -to 701Jl' prelleoe••or, hneral J. B•. 
Hilldrinc, relatS.". to the 0'111'041' ani- 'Ultimate 4i.podtio. of ,he booka all' 
other contlaoa.te4 Je"ish cmltlU'a.l. obJecte in the Amerioan Zona8 of Oocupa- A\ 
tlon In Qermanr aai Auatrla. 

fhe P~OP08al8 ot .A.ug~ 26, 1946, have.•1noe bean ao4111... ··a. ,he 
raaul." of certain objecUoJ,l1 l'al884 thereto )J' theOo,.an i4ug h_ral. of t_ 
Unlt.t Statea Joree. tor"~ an'Auatria anA because of ,he de.irabl1l'7 
of harmontdng them nth the proTtaions ot the propose" :restitution law. 'for 
hl'lDaDl' and A.tria ani with the P~8 for theiraplementaUon of tUlle law•• 

the 'ropoeals ot Aug. 26, 1946, aontemplat.4 \bat- c,r'aln oat"orl,. 
of confiscai." l.wiah oultul'al propert7,8peo!lfiei ,herein, .hou1....b. '~I,"&Il";' 
ferred to a. m.mbership corporation, '0 b.• to.... 1IIl4er the lan·fd JI,,,'¥O.-k,i 
a8 i:ruetaa for thelr tOl'l\ler iewish ownore aI14 tor1;blewtsh. peopl... ··4.•'.0.. ': 

tamplatel b,y tUs•. Proposal., ,_ uncieril1CD",I.wllhh1'u:ral"a~n.'n.oUon, 
Ino., hal be.n inaorporateian4 organl~.d.· under ,he ·MsmbenhlP. OorperatioD' . 
La" of the Sta,e ot W•• York. Ve enclol. oople. ot OUl' "rtl110&te of lDP
oorporation and ot our .-la.8. Our inUlal mellbal'.hip ba. b.ell Ss;paD'" so 
ihai we now haTe the . fallon. _mbers& ,J 

,a. Amerlcan Jewiah Qommitt •• 
the American lewt.eb. Conferenae 
!he American Jewish Joint Distribution Oomml"s. 
th. Boari. of DePlltiee of ltruteh Ie.. 
the Comndieion on ~Op8aB lewi.h Cultural 

JieoonltJ:'1lC1iloD 
" .' !he Oounotl for tbProt.ctioll ot th8 JU.Cht. ani 

lnter••t. 01 thl le.ltrom German, 
!he Hebrew Univereli7 lD. Jerusalem 
!he 1ew1.h.A.gen~ for Pal~ltine 
!he s"nacogue OOUnoil 01 America 
'lb.. Worlt lewith Ooqrel. 

. .... 
Our membershlp haa no' been clo,e4 anA will in due oourss.be aDlar.'" 80 
ae \0 lnol'W.\e tM organillation. which are .-~"t'ftpresen\a.ti.... of the .exlll" 
in« I .•neh oOlllllUlll,l•• ot fJeJ'll1&DT a.n4 Auatrtit. ani the l.wish ooJmmm1U•••f 
ll'AJlc. antl other a01Ultri... ".. ; 

the propos... 1'88U1nI.UOU lan 40 IlO' 41eUDgUieh bet".e. ,oonfi.aate" 
proper.t7 "hlob hal oDl.)" eoonomle Talue Ant that wh1ch has aulhzialva!_ at 
".11,. and thAI plan. for 'heir lmplementA.UoD oODtemplat. tha.' 'here .hall be a. 
.ingle·truete. ot Gontt.cated lawish propert,r whiCh 1, ownerl••• or untde_ti 
fiable or which mq be unolalm....Ifh.Jew1.hReaUtution ColllD18s10Jl baa.been 
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lnool'porat.' Ali. 0~ganhe4 UJlur the M.mberlblp OorporaUon. ]',0." of lIhe S,,,,,-
of Be" York to act aBti1Icb 1I1'\'14,'ee. We enolos. a ~P1 of 1'. oer1l1floate ot 
lnoorporat1t>ii 

, 

ail,
~ 
~lo."I.'b8'm.mberDb1p 

_ 

of !he I"lah JteIU,utlon Oo_l~ 
, I. 	 .f

lion i. 0.11 pre.ent tIOIIpolei of thefollowlD« orgAD1sation., 	 . r 
.'he Amerloan I.wilb 0;mm1" •• 
!he American lawtell Conferlnoe 
The Amerlcan 1ew1lb Jolnt Di.tr1bu'lon Oommlt,•• 
IM.BoArd. of DepilUe.:.of -:8rlUeb""",. .', .. 
the Oenllral06mml'lIee of Llberat., '''''. in Germa.:nt ' 
Coil.ell llepreeentAtt.fs· de. J1l1t., ,. France .' 
the Ooudl for the Pro:bectlon of·tM Jt1P.,•. an4 , 

. ,Intl.rash of lri'I' from, Ge!'1lllt.Dl' '. ' :, ,{ 

!be lev1ih Aetinq'for:,PalfiUJ••, ' 
lewish Oultural lleoonhn.ctlon, Ina. 
!he Wor14 Jewlsh Congres•. (t) , 

, , 

WhUe ,be Dl8mbershlp ot 'llhit lewt.h.lt••Ututlon()o_1.810J?t.l~.~·,aa(0~,~.leA 
Oaltural ."aon.ti-1io~lon" 'lDo'~ ,:w1U' bO'expanu4:, "s.ub~t.'.tAA" )'~i,al Ire
leri.~lt oonoutute,', th81~ membership. 'af.eq,uatelY'l'epresent ~~"l~")l,~.~ii'.~:~est.
thro1ighou' the wrld.·' " . 	 '.. ' ' :, , 

. ' :iy 00811r8.c\8, ooples of ."hlOb. are :8no1o.e4, !h.Jeriih'''',U'-uj;~C)JL 
Oouledon;' organl..... aa we have.sal4, 1I0.ao~':a. tnat•• ·of:al1.D,ldentl#,1+·.:' 
~bl•• ,0YII:.r1.•.•• ~4~'Dilclal••4 oonf".os.te4: lavi.h P70:per.V~;luI.. "'~<»:!,~t~~·:,)~. 
Amedean J'ewl.h 'Jolnt 11Itrlbutlon Oommlttee an' ,.,. lmali AcellCT for"PtAl,a
~lne, J<!tn,~., {hagen" '~n relation to prop.!'ty·.havinc;onll: .o()no~o,!Si.~~ 
ant UII. J.~1Dh Cul'urallleoonstruotS.6n.lne.. ,ltll;agent tnJ'el.4l.1I10nto:~... · 
,~ propel't,. '.:',;.., .• ,;.:.:.' 

''!'h. flre' 1I041flcatlon of the Prop~'~~18' otA-aC.~·26~i,t.6,''1.~:ther... 
for., that upon the .naotme~' 01' promulgation ,of restitution lawe for Ge~ 
and Austna 'he lewish R.stitution OOilllllt.,ldon·:Ih8.ll beooM ,he trutee of all 
oonf1soat., I.wlsh p!'opertl~ tn.luting oultural, pro}lCllr'l. ani Jewish OUl.tva.l 
Reoonstruction aha.ll·beaoma 1\8 ageiltlhc relat"on.\o· oultv8J.propertl, but 
,hat in the meanU_ Jerieb Cultural"oon8,~ctl.b,n ".)rio. 'whoso' membere are 
on the "hole the lame:aa thets.·ot 'he Jewtsh.ll8stltuUon Oomm1ssion. Ihal.! 
ao' a8 \he tn.stee.o.... ,u;rL~.clenUtlabl." ,0,..erle8.Jl~4. Uol.a1.-. ~.w1ah n1'val 
propert,.. " . '.' .' '.' ... "" .: ., ,'. ,.' ..•'.' .. :':.'::- . 

BaT1Dg beeri.· 1nformallt a4Tl~e(i'b7 ,Mr.: Mas Lowenthal, f~l'I1erlT legal 
alviso!' to Osneral Olar.on lewieh mattere. of .the ob~.otlonl of the Oommaa'
lng General. of the Unitel 8\ate. Jore•• lor, tJermaDl' aM. Au.tria to t_ '1'0

poaal.1 of Aug. 26, 19lJ6,repH•••tattT••~,of· lntere.te' levith aroUl'1 ti.ou..... 
those obJeotionl wt1;h Gelleral Cl.,., in Ifr. ]',owelltbal.' I pre,enoe, lit ••" YOJ'k 
01tl on Dece.ber 1,'19~. w. \Ulurs'ood ha.rei Qlq to talee ,-.. .followtlia . 
polUlon: 4vlng thataonfe"~oe: '. ','_' . ,," i'''''~'. ., .;,;., 

i. The orga.nl!aUo~ r.oognl"d.~a:·tru8'~. of ~W11~rie~. ·,fUli·'uill.i.enU
flable lewiah nltval propert, .haul.. be on. wblah 1. tru.l.y repres.ntative of 

,8111'T1Ting 	~~.'ad. Austrian lewl anto! the enUnlewt,h: )leopll, :nt, it. il 
the tunctlonoftb8Departaent ot, Sta1l.toclet.rmi-. wha' orca-i.atloR i~l 
be reoophe' as: t:rUt...' '. 	 . '. , .' . 

34·446-9 

http:lntere.te
http:OOilllllt.,ldon�:Ih8.ll
http:0YII:.r1
http:8no1o.e4
http:lewt.h.lt
http:Ge!'1lllt.Dl
http:llepreeentAtt.fs
http:DepilUe.:.of


' . This copy may neither be transferred 10 a (hird party nor copied or published Wi.thout written 
" permission from the "Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People", Jerusalem File No.: 

A::::,.·t "" .,r..-::::-.-····· • .';~~::;: .--.~'-~.:..."..'--~,...~:~~~.. .' .- ..\ ' . ~ 
'" 

, ."',. 
.:.'" 

2. A8.,on as the hust.e 11 reooPt••' b7 tb8Depa~.'_B' ot S'aM ani 
the other n80888al7' arraDgelDen'. can;). ma,48,' ':here .heul4 ". 'vu" cmar \0 ,he 
tn.ate. oont1eoa.tea. lerish eultural properlJ vbiohi.· ~ow in, or which .,. 11.81'0
atter oome into, the po••••don 01 the 11nt.tel,Stat•• whioh i. ai'MI' _iunUI1
able or i4.nUfl8obl.... bTiDg 'been owned by .. lenell ooJlllRUllV wAloh 11 estlno\ 
or b7 .. Jewish philaD.throplo or nltval tn8U'~t1on whiGh ha....a••4 to tunoUon,bu., upon the lUluratadlng that the tn.a'.' wJU .holtS. all. au. property until 
the expil'atiOil 01 what.,..r pertol mq be fi., for .the f111a« ofolalmltl1er.t. 
ani w1.1~ contim... to ho14 all .of I~~proper" \0 which Glaimi are fl1.' un1lil . 
euoh 01a1m. are &'3wl1_\.4.. I' .. 

. ..,'. I . . 

"""" . ...,.' \ ; . 

) •. OoDll.oate4 Jewtah.cultural property now 01' hereaft.l'po•••••e. by 

the Un! ted. St,,'a. whioh i. idenUfiablt;-'&1l haTing been owut at_rwiae tMn by 
e:dlnct JewiBh e01lllnlDiUes or b7 levilh in.U\uUOD.. which haTe ••aa.4 to tan.... 
tion, ahoult, if unala1me', '" 'l1I'Jl84 C'Y.r· to the 'rut.a a' tha' e:r;piralll.t)D. 01 
whateTer perl04 mai' b. fiDd. tor the filing ot olai.1 thereto 01', lt OlaiIlG' 
turlng nuperio", upon the ad..fa,4ioation that the old•• a.1'8 invalid.. 

4. • . Th. trut.. shoula. b. permi ttea. to take po.....ion of oonti.oa~!' 
Jewish cultural proper'7 which 18 1n the posaession of lD4ivl4:12&1 hJrlD8.D8 01' " 
Austrians or of private a.~ or Austrian oorporationl or as,oolatlons onlr If 
it eetabUsh•• U. olaims the"to, by the ]lrooedures 4ulT .•etabll.he4.·bi tM~:i 
restitution lava 01' o'heM~e, ..e the no"810r, in in'erea.' of tbe forme. ' 
owner, of .uGh p~o,.rtT. . 

., 
,. A smallmlaaioD represenUng th8 t,.atlee aho1114. bs admitted into 

(J.e~n,y ahA Au1lria for the purpOl8S of taking poas.ealon ot the oonf~8oa.e4- . 
Jevish cultural property whiGh ahould •. ' 'his time be 'traiUlferre4 to the 'rae'se 
(.ee .ub-paragraph 2, RllprA>, of oonuultlng v1'h the l1n!te4 lit"'.1 a;Q.'ho~lU.8 
with respeot to other Jewish cul'urai property, ani of negotiatlng with the 
,a.!1m ome;u' of such pro~rty"for" ~p.e~o):lale .. o:r,~~h.8:r,~aoq~el~~0~ tha~o.~. 

Tu '.00n4·~·o4itleat1~n 01 the Prop,oaali . of·Au,. 2~, '1.9116. "oon
eiata, therefon_ ot neh:·oha..Dcea thereln as aren....88al'T to adJut tbem 110 
the vlews of Oeneral.OlaTt abo.,. .ta.t...~ .' ........ . 

. In view ot ,he to~golD& w. reepeotfoJ.17 request: 

'1. That the Department otS'ate reOogniBGJewl~ ~'~.00.D- . 
• truction, lno.. ae the t:ruete • .a.i 1all.r1!g of conlleoat... Icrtd.h nltural .'. 
property. vhtoh i8 uU.GBUfla.ble o:r ovnerleia or unclaimeel, aD4 111 inform 'tha 
Seoretal7' of War ad ,he Oo.mman41ng General_ of the Vnlt.,.t"'.' Jor"l tor: 
h~ e.n4 Autria that it baa 40ne 10.' (It will. of 001a.r••, "b. under_tool 
that upon the enaot.llt or proJllU.l.cat1oD. of "IUtution 1..". for h~ ani 
Auatria levlllh"Ahaltural. "eon.traotion, Ino•• ,hall 1MJ replace' aa , ..t.e. 
The lawieh Restitution Oommlssion ani shall be regarted a.haTinc tn \be .eaD
time aote,'a8 ,he truet.a l • agellt.) 

2. 'hat a lIlesioA repl' •••nting the trultee, not '0 ...... elx In _b81', 
b. permitt... to enter QeI'BlaDT ani Austria for thepurpo••• .,bOTS Itate4 ( ••• 
Bult-paragraph S, g:pm), and. that the OOJl11l!.ncU.ng Gell.ralli 0' 'M Unit., 8tat•• 
JorGeIJ fOr hftIaD,J a2l4 .latn.. be requestet. to pTe.'. _mber. 'naibm ot" 
BloTsment thr~hou' the ....rS.oan Zone. of Oocupation ad toprovU.•'·tbm. with 
houline, to04 an' Ittob 'ralllporllatlon ant other faclliU•• a. are i'ealoaabq 
llecesBarr to enable \he.to perform their tunatione. (If .. m!lIlon of .iz: 11 
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approve', 1\ will be oompos.d ot three 01'1.8n, or resl.ent. ot 'hi. countr.r. 
ttifi Pale,Unlanl, ani a. BriU,h elUten.) , , 

,)~ That tWet IUm'bera of the truete.fa 'mlealon be permltte' to enter 
O••ohcisloTatda. for, thepurpolle of: oonlUltlnge.n4 negoUat1q with the Oounell 
of Jevlsh OoIllll\1DlU.I In Bohemia an4 Mom........sti.aia an4'thllC.eaho81ovakl8Jl 
",.thol'iti.,' regarding the Jewilh books referred t~ in ,the letter of General, 
Rllldr.1ng to Profe88or lerome Miehael, Aots.ng ..Ch8.I.I'ID&D.; Ooamlulon on lurop8an 
J"'l~, Cultval Jleeollltftotlon, dat.4,/w., 8, 1941•. 

. . . . . 

Ter,v respic\tall1 ,ourl, ' 

, 're,814e.t. , 

',," 
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\ .. 
Mrs. Heta L. Stein 

Miss Ann Petluck, USNA 

Res.tltutien of Property in Germany 

Attached are excerpts ef a letter we received frem the Personal Service De}'artment 
in Paris. Please note that the infermathn, th.ugh efgeneral interest, relatest. 
a part.icular ca.sa which is being handled here. Dr. Mayer, at present living in 
Iran, has requested a loan in order to return to Gertnany to put through in person 
his claim for restitution of his pro~er·ty. 

We t.rust that this information 
. 

will be 
. 

of interest to you and your staff. 

cc/r~r. J oslow 
Miss Hobbins & Rebecca Silverman 
Reta L. Stein 
Mrs. Ghasen & Miss Klotz 
Miss Kogan & Miss Engelson 
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBU'l'ION COMl'JlITTEE 
PARIS 

August 5, 1947 

Mrs. 	 Esther C. Elbogen 
A.J.D.C. 

270 Madison Ave. 

New York;16, N.Y. 


In 	reply please refer 
to: #PSI.709 

Re: 	 MAYER, Dr. August 

The only specific claim made by Dr. Mayer is that of 600.000 Marks, which is the 
value of personal belongings, inclUding furniture, sold. by the Nazis while in 
bond :tn Bremen and Hamburg. TheM belongings cannot be a claim for restitution 
as long as they have not been found or identified. It is instead a claim for 
indemnifica.tion. As yet no steps have been taken to solve the problem of in
demnification clai-ms, an« there is very little chance that this problem will 
be ta.ken up in the near future. 

Regarding furniture belonging to Jews, attempts are being made to trace such 
furniture which was sola in Bremen and Hamburg. 'this is, however, a very 
delicate matter, as almost all the documents have been destroyed, and it will 
take much time before these files can be reconstructed. Mr. Mayer's presence in 

. Germany would not facilitate thls work; also, it would· not be possible to claim 
. any of the furniture before the files have been reestablished, and unfortunately 
it is very doubtful whether the furniture would be found even after thisis done. 

The suggestion is that the only thing Dr. Mayer can do at the present time is 
to register his claims with the Zentralamt fuer Vermoegensverwaltung, Stalllthagen, 
Seilestr. 23, V'lestphlllia, British Zone of Germany. He should file a separate 
claim in dupllcat~ for each property. These claims should be written in German 
as well as in English. The following information sJ10uld be given:-his name, birth 
date, hls last residence, his present residence, the IIKreis" in which the property 
was or is sUll situated, and a brief description of the property and its 
approximate value. The latter should not be exaggerated. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Dorothy Lewy. 
Personal Service Department.. 

rw 

9/£3/47 
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tHE AMERICAN JEWISH 270 MADISON AVENUE' 

JOINT DISTRIDUTION COMMITTEE, INC. NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

From B. H. Joffe ~ J 

To t,il'. ~;. A. Leavi::1 

Subject i{orld Je'tlish Congress C1.ncl the Austrian ,Treaty 

Dr. Hevef.\i of the Amerlcan. Jewish Corl'.mittee informed 
me ?ef'tenhw. unofficially, tha.t there \'JEHl a meeting of the 11 

orgEniz''l.tions dincuesin~:, the An.strian Treaty. At the.t meting, a 
r-howc.o'tl11 1tm.c reached with the \,lorld Jewinh Congress. The latter 

" 	 demanded. to be the first dgne.to1:;Y on the d.ocumel1t I-/hich the 
Conference was pr epal' ing emd demC'.nfled an acknowledgment by the 
conferees of its. unique position.as the only reprenentntive of 
\'lOr Id. J e't;ry ~., 

The :partici,Pl3.ting organizations unanimou~~ly voted 
agHinst it. 

[·1r. Eevefd f8el8 thG.t in this connection the \')orlc1 
Jei'IiSJi CongresE'o 'IvHl '?epin {lemE.no. u11ocat:i.on of commanding 
poS:i.ti01'.8 to it on tre J'ew:lsh Re(lti tution Conlf1!iasion. 

'.'/hi1e you \vere aW=J,y, the position of Co-Trea.surer 
on, the J'eNish Hectitutioll Commisflioll ,-;as left open for a repre~enta
tj.ve of the World. Jel\1ish Congress. MetH~rs. Eliezer Kaplan e.nd. 
Jvlaurice BO'JkstR.in did not reaeh a fiunl uI1(l.ersta.nding with the 
\'!orl.c1 Jev/ish CongreElG lmt felt .the.t the \'iJC will, at leact, not 
att2.c1.{ t.he Je,'Ji3h Hestit'l.1.t:i.on Commis!>ion. 

As ~/01J :no doubt know,., the WJG \'10111(1 like to be 
partners. i:n the actministr:'1tion of the Resti tution Committee together 
vlitll tl')e ..me and tl:.te .J'A. 
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CERTIlIOATlil Of, INOORPORA.TION 

- 01'

THE JEWISH RESTITUTION OOHMlSSIOH 

(Pursuant to the Memberehip OorporatlonLaw) 

e. msmberohip corporation puraua.nt to the Memberahlp Corpora' ' , 

tlona Law of the State ot Hew York 'hereb1, 08r'lf1,' 

1. The D.8II\e of the proposed oorporation',:eha~l 

be TRJI J.ilWUm: lUIlSTIT'O'l'IOll COJUo1lSS101. 
.' l: ., 

2. The purposss for whleb lt i8 to befor.a' 

are I 

8) fo aBRin'. ald, help, ,act for end'on behalf 
of. and ad 9UOO.lllIOr to, Jewhhpera"n.:,'.. organiBations, cultural and eha:rital,lle :, 
fundi BJl.d 1'ounu\1one, and cscnJIIBwd..tiei, , ' 
whloh w~re v1cu'1II8 of lad or Jaaol.t " 
peraeolltiol'1 and d1s~rimiDatton, 11l"i11i ", , ' 

matterA, relating to olaime for the restltu
tiono1' property and property rlgb.ta,~f'::':' 
ever1, Driture, ana..descrlption, anll tor' 'oom
pensation And indemnlfication arll111nc'out 
of i()u or damage lufferedb, th.. ill' ' ., .. 
eODul.\llenoe of t!luoh pergeo\tUon and'dl~' 
criminatlon; and in connection with the' 
torfgoing to disoover, olaim, acq~lre, 
recel,., hold',' mainta1n,:'iIluage, J 8.dminht9r, 
hire, 11<1ui46.o,: and othe!~I. 41,apo8.'~~f 
PI'Opertl lUldprOperty righti of:' fiv6ry 'nAture 
8lld de,orip'tlon. for the benefltof':V1oUma 
of Bali or ll'ascht peraeouUon or, 41_esrlfDlna.
Hon. a~d to apply the income tberefrom, 
the Incremenh thereto, 8Dd the 'prc)eee4,' 
thereot for the rellef, rebAbllHa""oil.~.'.. 
re8.t~blishment, relettlement ~4 lmmigrAtion 
f)t ouoh victim.. , all in accord&noe "Uh'the 
lan and· poUcies ••tabl1ahe4 by. the' . ' 
GovernmenhoJ' Autho:ri tiel in eontrdlof the 
c()untrifte, or areae, "here an, 01" ,All'of .. 
tbe foregolng aatlviti•• m., be o~rle4on. 

b) To ao' iu the aforementloned respeots for 
the 'PtirpOflt of uoertahlngclalma h· 
reet1tutlon, cQllpenlllAUon or indemn1fio~ 
tiona o1almlng, acquiring, 1'9081v111«'· 
reducing to 'P~8q.allon, or prosecuting 

/
" "'j

d
-1- . , I
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such aiumni holding, malnta1D.1ng. 8alv~iDc, 
repairing, managing, administerina, and, in 
all respect~ dealing with such property and 
claims, and effecting disposition, li~ui~a
tlon or conversion of snch propertr or olaima 
by all appropriate meims for the pUrposts' 
herein stat.,lld. 

, f 
.:.'\'(",;: 

fo act in the afo!'ementioned respecf.wi t~~:::;':"> 
reglU"d to J ew1eh bcSoka, manueoript'e t " arid,)':;~, 
otll8r Jewish cultural ,iu1d:reUg1ouD',an~,>:', 
h1etorlc objec~8 in GermRIll'. andinsreaa., ' 
forller17 occup1edbyGermatlT" and' to' c11etilbah 
suchobJeoh ,to their rlghU'ul 01m8~S', tuld tCf. 
8uohJ,w1ah organ~ltat1onl!l. 1nat1\ut,io~Il,,;,an~<~;\ 
comnnm1t1es aD,ywhere in the world il.8::':mq:!'l>~'k)';;;;; 
dehrmine4 to 'be :eq\ll.tablJ and approprl~je,+1S;;,P~:, 

entitled to them... .'. .,:;'·:,\;/~:'~i;i~e;[1?~i[,'~?:;~ 
4) 1'0 RIUlhll goverftmenta.l and 1ntergo:vernm~:n~~::~+r~:' 

',\ &genoi eo. 1n a rippeslJ.'D.te.t 1 va oape.c~~7;Or.:~};;,i;'::;'(; 
othen.ri8e. in locat1ng~ identU'y1Dg,:: J,;;:~.:;:'~i;';~:~':;)d 
aerving, oat81oga.ing ,and. determlnlDC·,,~lie;?~n:P;:;i;:;~, 

, ' . , " ." .,," ',[' It, \ 'lL,~,.. -·-r, 

proper dhposition ot Je1dsh boo1t9~)man\t8~"'~.:M6T 
cr1pt8~aJld oiher :'ew1~h, ctlitural,>:'~;J~~;~~~';~ii 
.Nld hhtorl0 objeotlll ,bOerlllllDT or.ln:Uea8 i r:':';;:,: 

'. I. 

" '. 	
tonedy' occupied.by Qerm~•. .·~.,~':)(:;~~).i;;{t~~;j;1t::)!:\ 
To have pc>Yer, to Jlorrow! monay, end, '~.1'~9~!W~~f!.;;{:C· 
to time, to make, accept •. endorae, .exe~'e;.:l!ll;':.'. 
8nd 1lHm6 bonds, debentures, prOmhMry·.not.s,;:' 
bUla of exch.ange, And :other obl1gatioti8','a~:':' 
the corporAt1oM t(fJ1' moneys 'borrowed.or iil,' 
pl.\vmen.t tor prcrpert7 acquired orfor en:, ,of:: . 
the other 'objeah or purposea of the 'corpore,..;., 
tien or Us budness, pd to leours ~he 'pe.)'-' 

. mad ot aD1' Bueh obligations by mortgage'" . " 
pledge, deed, lnd.enture,·,asreement, or':othejo~,,+:, 
1natr\1men~" of trust, orb,. other lie~ ti;pont'~";':'/' 
assignment of, or agreement in regard' to' 'elJ,:t'~! 
or BD¥ part of the proper\y. rlghta, or"··:,;;,,';::,,;; 
pr1vlle6i9S of tha corporation wherever' d tu&- . 
tect, .\fhether now owned or hereafter to' be::" . 
acquired. 

f) 	 Without limitation of the toregoin, \0 do All: 
and everything neceulU'y, suitable and proper 
for tbo aceomplhbment of eDT ot.the purposea
h'ereinbetore flGt forth and to do every other',··· 
ect or acts. thing or thingo 1n'c1dental· 0' .' 
appurtenant to or growing O11t of or CormG~ie4,. 
vith the atorelJald purpoua, or aDT part· .:' . 
thereof, provided the same be not 1ncons1d~t 
wi th the laws under which thia corporation.' " 
i9 organised or the laWI of eDT country 1n 
whioh the .Bctiv1t1ea aitha corporation ~'r. 
carried Qn. . . 

3. 	 The corporf!tion ahall have no oapitalatock' and shall 

not 'be conducted for prof1t.~; All anetu remaining 801e17 tor pu.rpo.,~. 
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of the relief t' rehablH.tf\Uon, renttlement and lllU111gration of 

victim, of Nad or Jl's,\i?oht pel'!ecutlt')n or dhcrlmlnaUc:nl. ill ~h~ 
. " ,,' \ ,I,"'" 

mAnl'l,er provided 1n the ,By-Laws ,of the corporation. Bubjeatto the 

approval' of the Snpreme Oourt of the State of New York. 

:, 4. 'he terri torleB ln whloh 1 h operaUOD~, :,!e,r;!,:;:i(\;., 
principally to be conducted are the Unit.Cl, Stah. of 'Amar,lca;:,!:'l":\!i/ 

, . ," , :.,' ;,.-.: ',' ::1;:, ".> ';V 

Gerlll.l!l.n1' and former17 German occupied, &rea.. of Euro:p.e, and 
; 

other area.s throughont the world. 
,', ,:. 

;'" ,\ ,; . 
"', ,", . 

. '; ~ :' : 

6. ThecU, and eOllJ1ty ln'whleh Ita offlo$19 i9~e 

looated ere the Ci~y of New York, Oounty of. lew lork. . ',': 

6. The number of dlreetorR shall not beless,thml'<
,,:'. ' .:.'. 

the (5),'J1or mOre than eb.:ty-one(61). Officer. and 41reO'tor8:, of ,. '. ':' 

the corporation need not be member•• 

7. The names 

firtllt 8,nnllal meet1l!,g are: 

Louie Ll'pak;y 

Jacob Blaliatein 

Dr. Stephen S. Wlea 

hUg Brodehk;y 

Prot. Salo W. Baron 

lilmanuel Ne~ 

; . 
end reddenceul~fth. dlreo\ors,>o.atl'lthe 

, :' ; ')', 

ADIlRll:SijES , 

30a We.t 86th,Street 
~e" York, a..1;' " , ' 

'.. , 

Alto De.le, Pike. ,Well, 6, 
il'l.lUmore, QCl'imtl.,,;)Id.. 

. . ~ ..,"', .' :.:~,."" :' ,~. ,'.:. ';;. ',' 

91 Cent/rill. ParJi, ~~e~~ 
Bew York, Jf~t., 

'II> , 

..,.., Great Jiu,geall ,Street 
London,li1ngland ' 

406 Weet Ueth'Street 
Bey York,NS;,' . . ' ' 

600 Park Avenaa 
Bew tork,N. Y,:: 

749 West Ericl,.4.venue 
lew York. N ;1/ .' 

"", ' 
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...... )[f(i~~:3i 
8. All' of the subscrlberll. to thh oert1ft~f~;'rii~'!Of 

full age; ,,\ lea,' two-thirds of tht!lll are c1U..u;ot.,'h.!)1~lh4 
. ..., . " <. ';'~>~~~~k~',},;'H

State. and. at leMt one' of them 188 reddent of the S\at8.' of Bev 

York. Of the :p8TC1ona named. ale dlrectorD. At lealt. one; oJ: !:~hem h 
. ,'" """""\' -,' 

a c1tll!!en of the United State£! and. a roddent of ~h9:':.:~~:~~~~:~~f 
. ' ·..Ii . New York• 

<:<':~',>':: 
'" 

'.' '\ ':
,.. 

},i~. , 

. :"" 

.,' 

'"., 

,';' . 

;.' ... ;;t"'~l S:;j"{ij;li,;;\: 
Q)AlUt M. M.:~~:~:" 

.1 

STAn OJ NEW YOBi. 

COwrY OF NEW YORK I as 

persoully came LOU18 LIPSKY; to m~ known and ~Ovni~O :,:~'X~;~r 
, .' . '.' "" .·~;\':'}~:;i;)~:'>. 

be the l'I8ineperson descrlbed in lUldvhoexeol1i1e4 tl;1e.. ;~~!,~~.f.hg 

. C ••Utl.... or luo.pontion, 00.4 h. 'hereupon dul"·~,*,~ff~4c04 
"\ ,':..... " 

H" to me that he executed t·hlll same .. " I.- :")':~,' ",:,. 

:~ '.~t;}~~:~'~}~i' 
Nota..ry PubUc 

I, 
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STATE OF SEW YORlC ,) 
J 581 

COUB'l'l OF NEIf IORK ) 

On thh 26th d.ay of April, 1947, 'before me 1'91'901\8.111 

came JACOB BLAUSTEIN, to me known and known to me to be:'th.e;:':eame 
• 	 t .,' : ': '" ,.':~:: "; ,r: : 

perlon d'l1~oribllld in and who executed the forego1ng' 'Cert1f~cfi.h of 

Incorpor~t1on, ~nd h9 thereupon duly acknowledged to me that he 

exeou\ed the gBme. 

Henr;r A. Welller 
Rotar1 Publio, State of He,,, York 
Resid1ng in Bronx Oounty 
N.Y.Co. elk's No. 303, Reg. No. 262~W-9 
Commiuion Exp1re8 Maroh 30, 1949 ' 

STATE 01 NEW YORK );, 
, SS, 

OOUN'lY Oll' NE,\~ YORd 

On th1s 25th d~ of April, 1947, betore me, perlona111 
; 

" came DR. STEPREN S. WIDE. to me known lUid known to me'to be' the 
',',' :," 

ElMl8 pernon d,eeer1bed in~>.nd who executed the foregoing Certifioate 

of' Incorporation., a.nd he thereupon duly actcnovledged'toaie:'~he.t he 
I 

exeouted the nama. 	 i' 

Notary Publ1c 

6TATlll OF l~EW YORK, 	 ) 
$ aSI 

CIDUBTY OF NEW YORK) 

•
On this 25th d8¥ of April, 1947,' before; me, perso,nally 

came PROF. SALO W. BARON, to me known aDd known to iDe tollethe 

eruna person described in e.nd who eXBcuhd the foragohlgO~tt1f1oate 
. '.'." , 

of' lnooX'l,'lore.tion, aml ho therau'Pon duly acknowledged to'me',tl\at he 

executed the Rame. 

1!ucy Gershl, 
Not~y :r'ubl1o' 
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STAT£ OF NEW yeRK ) 

.: ass 


COUNTY OF ~'EW YORIO 


On this 25th ~ay of April, 1947, before me personally 
\ 

came EDWARD M. )II. URBURG, to lIle known. and known to me ,to:'be the 
,'.' ' . !"".:' 

IIl'1.me penon d.eecribed in and who exeouted the foregoing Certif1cate 

of Incorporation, and he thereupon duly Ac~now19dged to me that he. 

executed th!'! same. 

Lucy Gerstein. 
NotAry Publia 

STATE OF NEW YORK,) 

, ss, 


OOUNTY OF NEW YORK) 

, " 

On thie 25 dAY of April, 1947, before me perBoDally 

came EMANUBL N'WMANN, to me known and. knt'lwn to me to be, the.: same 

perRon deecribE!d in and 'Who exeouted the foregoing Certificate of 

Inci)rporatiorl, and. he tbereu"{)Qn du.ly acknowledged to ml'l that he 

exeouted the Barne. 

Luc1' Gerstein 
Notary Publio 

STATE or NEW YOBK ) 

I flS 


COUNTY OJ' NEW YORK) 


On tbig 25 d~ of April, 1947~ before me personally 

came RODEHT SZOLD, to me known and known to me to be,th.e ~liIm9 

person deMrlbad in And who executed the foregoi~ OerUflc.ate of 

Incorpora.tion. a.nd he thereupon duly ao.k:nowledged to ,mtl ,ths.t he 

executecl the l'IP..me. 

•••• • ••.'., f' ", • .-:. <.;~. 

Luoy Gerdetn 
Notary Publie 344480 

http:l'IP..me
http:IIl'1.me


I . This copy lIlay neither be transferred to a third party nor copied or published without written 
[permission from the "Central Archives for the History oflhe Jewish People", Jerusalem FileNo.: 

~.......-.;r'" -~ ,:.::..;;.-:r.;iiiii . • . c: 4. -, =-----" 


... J.u-n~:y (;ONF'IDENI'lAL 

MEETING OF THE ADMINISTRATION CONIMITTEE 

OF THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTm 

W(3~nesda~tme 11, 1947 - J.2:30 PM 


Edward M.M. W<.1rburg, presiding B. M. Joffe 
Paul Baerwald E;velyn M. Morris sey 
I~ Edwin Goldwnsser J oeepb J. Schwartz 
If,aa~ H': Levy 
Harold F. Linder 

L6uisH. Sobel 
HenriettaK. Buchm~ 
Benjomi.n B. Goldman 
DorothyL. Speiser 

~L1nvita~.ion: 

Henry Morg,:mthau, Jr.,· 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- -' - -- - - 
liElV4~RKS BY THE GHAIP.NAN 

Mr. Warburg spoke of "bl1e following matters: 


1. Lajos Vinnyes, the new Hungarian Premier has'renewed the invitation·to Mr. 
Lea.vitt and Dr. Schwartz tc vlsi-t Hungnry as th8 guest,s of the Hungarian Government. 
lnr. Leavitt plans to proceed to Hungary directly from Italy. Dr. Sc!1.wa:ctz will al
so trTa.il hlmsclf of th8 invi":,atSon and, if pusslhle, he wil~'meet Mr. Leavitt there. 

2. The results of t.he UJA meetIngs in Wer,nersvUle, p(... , and in New York, were on 
the whole gratifying. Leader~ who wero a-t· the Wor~ersville meeting were impressed 
with the cash crisis facing the. agencies in the UJA~ and left with a conviction that 
the full amount of the 1947 qU8ta of $170,000,000. was urgentiy needed to carryon 
the work.' . 

3. 11t tho first meeting of tho JewJ.sh ROf.!tltutiun Commission, VJhich took place on 
.Juno 9th, the followjng JDC officers woro elected on tho Commission: Mossrs. 
Edward M~M. Warburg. Presicent, Isanc H. Lov-.r, one of· tho Vice·Prosidents, Moses A. 
LO(l.vltt, member of the Exocut::'ve Conlmi'(,teo. Emanuel Newman of tho Jewish Agoncy 
wasolected Chairman of the Executive COITm\ltte8o i'l.tl of thG foz:egoing are nlso 
lilembors of the Commission })oard~ The dist:t;;ssion centered on tho admiGsion of 'other 
IlgencieG and particularly on tb..l inclusion of the Central British Fund' as an nd-' 
ministrative agent alo11g with the .mc and the Jevlish Agencyo The uPh and. the JDC 
havo taken similar positions thatthero shou'.d be only t"10 administrative agents. 
The matter was referred to tho Commission Exocutive Committee. Dr. Schwartz ex
plained that the Bd'l:.ish group is very much hurt. They feel that they hD.ve always 
cooperated as pnrtners of tho JDC in meetir:g oversellS needs, but that now when they 
nre hOTel press~'ld, they are being ignored by the JDC. 

Dr. Schwartz also advised tha.t he had met with Hr. El:Lezer Kaplan tho night before 
and discussed with him the question of an GXGcutiV8 director to hoad up the. orgnnizn-. 
tion of the ,Tewish Restitution Comm!ssicn o Two nllmes wer~ considered whom they 
rocommended for approval by the respective organizations -. the first waS David 
Ginsborg, 'uho is now in Europe on a govo.~nmental mission. He was genornl counsel 
for the OPA and has had good gov0rnmGotalexpetionco. If he is not,llvllilnble, they 

(mror) 
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-' 
recoIDr.lended thnt Irwin f.qason I3houid;·be .cons~dored. Mr., Mason is in the employ of tho 

S~,nte De?<'lrtment and has been working on the entire question of restitution, partic

ularly b Germany.. They felt he is probably more infOl'med than any other person on 

that subject,. They suggested tHiit;-the'sa1ary be limited.t:o $10,000. per annum, but 

it mny be necessary to' pny 118 mucH' as ':$12,000.. . They re·c·ommended that a commitment 

should be l:lllde for a perj.od.~ of <mly.;_siK·,mOllj:,.l)8•. :.:-..., 


Mr._ Linder suglJested that Dr. Schwartz be authorized to go ahead on that basis, al

though he recognized that it r.!.:;ty be difficult to obtain tho servicos of a person for 

a six-mo\lth period. If the O:l."raneel:lent has to be made for a longer period - up to a 

yonr - Di'.• Schwart.z is authorized to do so" 


. Dr, Schwn:Ftz pointed out that t~ro Kaplan indicated his discourag(3ment about tho en
tire matter of restitution sinc;G lIls arrival in this country· and. his talks in 
Washington. Hb:1:s not· slire that anything pcsitive will come out of itanq does not 
want to involVE), the JDG or the Jewish Agency in commitments beyond a six-mont,h 
period. . He rer:tlizes thllt an orgllni7..o.tion has to bo set up and that an executive 
director must be selected to head such an 6rganizution, but feels· that because of 
the uncertainties, it might be un\dse te make commitments too far ahead. 

Dr. Sohwurtz rop()rted further, that ho and Mr. Kaplan h:td met with Mr. Leo Hemmendinger 
- oft.he State 'Department, who has been wor,ldng on_.the rorarationsprob::J-cm. fn~._ 
I1(~mmendinger stated that he come as an emisoary of the state De'partl!lont and in that 
capacity, wanted to inform the J·DC and the Jewish ,\goncyr.epresentatives that the 
U. S. Government, togethor vdth the Britisll and French.· Governments, are very Onxlous 

to have Sweden come in~1) the IRO. They fool it is importan~ to the functioning of 

the IRO for Sweden to be a member. Sweden's contribution to the IRO will amount·to 

about $),500,000. Sweden has agreod ,to give the IGa for the Jowish Agency and' the 

.JOG a-slnn'of 50 million kronor~ which will. Ur.Iount to $1),925,000., calculated at the 

official exchange rate. Sweden considers that this is not reparations money; but n 

free-will contribution, and has therefore stipulated that its contribution to the 

IRO mllst ceme out of the 50 mi1lion·krcnor. 


Dr. Schwartz recalled that whon Swedon Mado the proposal. pr'eviously, the State 
Department indicated that the .$),500,000. differential would be mode up either in 
escwJos or some other currency. Accordingly, eighteen nations entitled to get 
reparations funds' were canv/lSsed, but the I;roposn1 was turned down completely. That 
means that thore is no chance of getting t;·ie ~~), 500,000~ from reparations funds be
cause the oi;her eighteen natirJns will not, increas8 tho total beyond $25_,000,oqO. ane -j

'I ...
will not sacrifice !;.;),500,OOO. for the bonofitof. tho. poople Vlho are to recei',!13 theso 

funds. The state Depnrtment has thorefore ,come to the 'conclusion, togot_hcr with the 

British and French, that thoyhavo no way out except to ask the JDC and the Jewish 

Agency to fjive up their claim to their share (or 90%) of (~),500,000. worth of 

-roplll'lttions funds •. Technically" only the IGG has to be consulted and not tho JDG 

Clnd -the J ewis.h Agency, but the government felt it did not want to agree to thfs 


. arrangement withejut getting prior consent from tho tV/O agencies. Jt,. 

Mr. llemr.'lendinger, who is in General Hilhlring' s. office, and fAr. Herbert Fierst, havt, 

dravm up. the following statement; which thGy have asked the JDG and the Jewish AgencJ 

to approve: 


"Tho. JDCand the Je,wish lI.r;ency have been informed of the pro.
posa1 of th€} three: governments· to tako.Swedish -first year 
contributil)n to the: InO from the 50,000,000 kronor other'/ise 
available for f).on-rcpatriab1evictims of German action' pnr- . 
.sunnt to J~r.tic1e 8' Paris Rep..'1rations Agreement, and while 
groat];yrer,ret-liing such action, would acquiesce· upon .. the 
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the support of yesllivoth in the European countries.. Mr. Sobel ma(le dear to the 
~roup thnt.if the' Vnadunderthkes to collect money for yeshivoth which receive 
I1ssistap-ce from theJDC, the JDC will nece8sarily have to withdraw its support from 
those institutions. 'The Union of Orthodox Rabbis accepted this condition~ 

Viit!1 respect to tho fluids which the central body will· require' for its admi~istrative 
oxpensos undor 'this plan, Mr. Sob81 suggested that they raise the neces~mry sum 
throughtheir'ovm efforts by ap,?eals to commtillitios or through their synagogues. 
The li.gudas Haraborii1:1 pointed out that if t hoy were to undertake to ~aise a fu...'1:l for 
the administrative costs of t.he nev; organizntion, it would delay the program con
siderably., They WElre therefore not disposed to make application to communities at 
thb point.· 'l'hoy proposed thDt t.h,:J ,mc advance the necessary sums to them in. order 
that:. the program may' be lmplement.ed as soon as possible. This would afford' an' 
Clppurttmity to mnk0 plans for collectin~ funds through their own channels or through 
application to comrmmities, and at tho SDlile t:l.mo, ~ot delay the work. They gave 
overy assurnnce to the JDC that.thoy would :in due course repay the sums advanced 
t.o· them. Thi)y mentioned ~';'lOO.C:)O. os tho runount which they would wish to receive 
for tho implemEmtD.tion (if the' plnn an(} which they would repay out of funds they 
ove!1tually colld~ted.'l'hey would be prepare'd to subnit a budget of their require
ments in support of a request. for a.loan. 

Dr. Schwartz pointed out that sponsorship of this centr.).l body by the Union of 
Orthodox Rabbis and tho lat.ter':3 support of tho JDC"will tend to dispel rumors 
that ·the JDC is irreligious and discourago 80pnrate activities of other orthodox 
srou]1s. Mr. Lovy was ot the opinion that it

l 
would be worthwhile for. the JDC to. 

cooperat.e in th:is now ntT.1.nger.;ent. for at least one year. Ho believed thnt it would 
pay for the JDC to advance a fund of up to ~JOO,OOO. if their full cooporation can 

. boenllsted in support of tho United Jewish ~i\pp8ni. 

It waS agreod that the central body be asked to present a budget, I.i.nd the meeting 
::luthorized an advance of up to (;50,OOo~-~>60,ooo., fol' o.pprbv0c1 budgetary requirements. 

!PA r.ffiTTEI§ 
At this point, jI~r. Warburg v/elcomod ~.1r. Henry Moi-gonthau, Jr. and expressed the 
Committee's apprecbtion of his leadership as General Chairman of the United Jowish 
Appeal. . Mr. Morgehthau stated that he had come to the meeting to get the feel of 
what is going on so that·. he might be in a Lot.tor p:Jsition to interpret the work of 
the ,mc in connect:l.on· with his fund-raising nctivities. He emphasized that it has 
boen most helpful to have Dr. Schwartz here to present tho needs abroad to the 
leadership of tho country at the meetings in Wernorsville and in New York. He was 
sure that Dr. Schwnr:tz in turn cn.n report back to' the Jews in EurOpe the sympathetic 
feeling here and what is baing done in their behalf. 

Mr. Mor.f1,cnthau emphasized that. it. was. most importn,ntfor him to receive material to 
. sllpport the. C[lfJI1xtign.effort.. In this connection, he r.JCntioned that he~hnd received 

werd th::Li, the Cloveland community felt they had nons all they could for the cronpaign, 
n.lthc.ugh they had fallen short of their gool by ~~l,OOO,OOO. He immediately tele
phoned to [\1r. Samuel Geldhamer in .Cleve.1.and ;nnd has. arranGed to' go their Sunday 

'. nir,ht to seQ whl1t he. c.'1~ do porsonally. .t.o stimulate that community. to rl1ise addi
tionnl funds. He indicated that Mr. n.~ontor and Mr. Coons are goinG along with him, 
and. asked that a lay officer of .tho ..JOC n:ccompany M.m. It was, suggested that Mr. 
Morgenthau get in t.ouch wlth Jud[Se l"hurice Bernon in Cleveland,. who is a member of 

. th~ J~dministration Committee and Chairman of the JDC National Council. ... " . . ... '. . . '. . . ' . 
. ! 

comnSSION ON EUHOPEllN JK.VISH CUI,TUTl.1i.L RECONSTRUCTION 
Mr. Levy stated thati1,t TIlecti'nG held wi":h the Commissl.on on European Jewish Cuituro.l 
Reconstruction, which is a subsidiary of th(·; Jewish Restitution Commission, 

(ov8r)' 
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?rofossors Salo W. Baron and Jerome Michael strongly urged thnt the JDC and tho 
Jowl:;h .ii.gency, nsm~mbersof the Jewish R,estitutlon Commission, should become mem

. bors of t.he Commission on European J owish Cl,l1turnl Recons+,.ruction. Prof0 Baron' nnd 
his group pointed out that the Commission tak,e.s th~position that it will accept the 
as::mrance of the rUlitary Govornment that the ownership of cultural objects which 
thay vvill s{md to ralest ino is not ident.ifiable. In. this connection, some situati ons 
may fU"ise where a Europenn community may la:r cla~m to ccrtnln objects, the m'1Ilership 
oCv/hich ·may not bo considered identHiab18' in the opinion of the Military. In 
such j.nst,t:'Ln~06 t the .mc· 'I;1ouid ' have' to lI9serve . the right: to support, the· clllims of the 
conmunities, i.r noces~ary. ' . , 

Messrs. BaerW31d and' L.inde~ were of,' the opinion thO:tthe JOe should not join the 
Commission offlcia1ly~': Troy pointed out that to. do so might proveemoorrassing to 

'.' the JDC should communities l'n,ioe questions about some of the cultural-religious ob
,jects claimed:. ,by· the::' CQITlmission., 

Mr~ 'Levy stated ,that ho could: SO.3 no reason why the JDC should not join, andMr~ 
Warburg felt that there was no clangor 'involved 'in having the JDC associatod with the 
Commission on Europoan Jewish Cultural Reconstruction. Ha emphasized thnt the . 
Commission needs the support of the JDC, especially in its. r'elationship with the 
f.ii1it:'lry• 	 . '. '.." . 

After a full '(liscussion, ~he onrlielr: rJeci,.,,?ion ·of the COmmitt~;H:) not ;tc Join the- . 
corporation of the CommIssion wns reversel), and it was agroed that the JDG should·be~ 
come.n member. " 

. . . : 

.' 	INTERNJ~T.rONAL CHILDREN '5 EMERGENCY FUND , 
Mr. Sobel reported that a qu~sti6n hIlS corne 'up .in oonnectfon With the special campaign 

. "which is being contemplated in behalf of· the International Children I· S .Emargency Fund 
whereby the pub:l;lc.is to be solicited for contributions, of one day's pay" He ex
rlained thnt the a!Sencies in the American Council of Voluntu:r:'Y Agencies for Foreign 
Service had expressad thomsolves veri defin'itcly as opposed to thntplan •. In the ' 
meantime, anoth8r ;Jlan has been put forth for a united campaign in behalf of the 
volunt.ary aeancies in which tho International Children's Emergency Fund wili be.in
cludod•.A qucistion .has'arisen ns .to what'position the JDC should take with respect 

·to the proposed"campaign for contribhtions 6f one day's pay. It was the sense of the 
meeting that. tho JDC,o.s a member of the American Councll, should go nlong'with the 
position taken by that organization., . 

C,ASH ACCOUNT - From 111/47' To: 6(911:7 

Receil2ts 
From UJA 1947 Campnign••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 3,534,000. 

It ,.. 191..6 ,t ...... ,. •••••••• ,. •• If ••••••• Ii. . 14,692,500, 
Income from abroad nnd miscellaneous ••••••••••••• 3,170,100. '$ 21,396,600. 

~ 

Disbursements 
Payment.s against 1947 appropriaticins ............ ~. $ 22,537,800. 

" ",1946 and prior years............ 3.662.700. 26.207,500. 

Excess of Disbursements ovor Roceipts" ••• ~ •••••••••• ~ ... ~ ....... , 5) 4,810.900• 


Total Bank Loans us of· June 9, 19/~7•••• •.•••••••••••••••••••.•••• Q14,000.000. 

BKBIBK 

J' 

,I 	 (' 
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Europe~D.ixecutlv~ 
OouDc:ll 

June 101' 1947 

. 	 . 
Be 	 3 Re8tltutlon ot jewish propertJo 

We have been reoebtl'lg gppl:ldat.loD8 frca various .ooimtrlel! for 
epociu gran~B iJi'coxmeetioD with the recoveriDg or rest'itution 
Qt J9viah propertYn 

~e real1i0 that the rehabilitation and tho econoa1c rfu;oDstrti'otloD 
or t.he Jewilb population d0pGxids to a great ext.enton th~ pOBlJi- . 
b111~y ofref)overing' tb~ir eo».flecl1lted proPfirty 6 \fe are 'therefore 
(londd<&ring thfJ G:W.tent to' 'l:fhich lM eau heJ.pthe Jutd.h popUlation 
tn f'm~1J!.lttatiD.g th<!'t r@oovC'Jr7 of, tb~1.r propmy, al1:,~ough 8uoh .o~ 
tivity does not nOJ'1l'l.ll.lly COD'll!! 'ldth1n tho 1'1'81". ot I!:)ur r.~ulf1J' pro
~~mn How.v~r, th. epplication. 8U~ltted tb this Qtt10e .0 tar, 
rio not cout.un 8uoh WOX'1llat1oD. or da-eme a.will RAkf! it possible 
1:01" .u..s to deoide, the policy to bISI fl'Jllmu~d by us concElrn.tDg thla 
p:t'tlblr:lI.'Il. 'l'heretore, if. would &.ppr~(:lim.tet\r~u'1 IBuch "t 70U could 

'furnillh u, \:lith the f'o11o'"'1lle :l.ri't"ol"JlWtion with all j,lttle de'-lI1 liB 
p0581b~:8~ . 

1. 	Ust') the GoYerl'l1llent of your countrj pasaed lOr adopted Rlq' legls... 
l~tlon for thG raatltution of prop~rty~ 

. 	If' 8U~b • im.v or dEtcrl8~ ~Q hell)l adopted we would likfli to have 
an autbor:tt~tive press.ntation and intorpr.,tlltlon of'thi" lAw 
with epac"al Rtph.u,illl on its pl\\aatlo:l1 pOI.lblUtio. :rna ':Um.1
tattoos .8 far ,,8 Jwwleh prop~rty 1. cone_med I 

a) ~ADiti property 
b) prop9ny of 1r1(1~v1wa111 or their lU!l~8Q 

2" .l q\t&Ultitat,1"e 4lnal;y81s and 8s'U,qtioD ot ,Jdish cCIIIIII'\m1ty pro.... 
• po:r.t1 whioh OM!.\ be rewperAtod un.dar the pJ'ovis1one of the 1lll.Yo 

Je 	 '1 hlil eppro:dmQte Il9linb~:t'and pere.l4!ntage of tho .J ~w18h pt.'pulat1on ot 
th$ Qountr.r whtob ~ght be .bl~ ~o recover ~h~1~prop~rt7 or p.rt 
of 1.t in amah forms lie I . 

a) 	conflst1ated banlc aClQou.uba 
b) 	j0"el1~'Q'" or valuablea 
0) 	r9ml p!'upel't1o 
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'ro 	(d,l· tlOuntr.r' dirf!ct,ol"n. ' 
-.:._....~_O',,_~,,~)'''''*'''''._•• 	 __._~. ...... ._._!·.. ..._.__.__.....__• ___....;.> 	 ________ ~w,_ 

, •. .' , " 

With :r~.'gR.rd· to reiRl property it, 18 I1npor't;l\\n~~ to knovlf tt r\lr~T8 to 
l1:vl!o'g qU!.l.!'t"n'8. i.Ddu!ltr19.1 ent!!rprlBl')s ox' "/o:~klJhops ,!uld rinld.l:r QgTi
clolli.\1re.l' h\lld 0 In the: case C)1' Ii\gr1oul'tltrlll lend~ It· 10 impor·i:.~Ltl·t. to, 
kno'W how fIr the recuperated fanls \.!puld b~ /affected 't!Y' suoh lalld 1'8-' 

fornl 1~~\!8 a8 may reoelJt.ly hlilve been pasaed 1nyour~ oO:.lJltry.
'. . . 	 l 

, 	 " 

4", 	 .An ~'I'§tj.nint"ld flverlitgeo! the' per' capHoIl eXJH'n~lh's 1nvoh'ed for lel~al 
lldvictt or aetiOD requirod to be taken by (~n iildiv;l,dut.l imd t/J~ por.een-, . 
t.tilg., ·WhifJh this 'mlght l'f'preaent of the ''1Rlu.ul. of the' prOpflJ·ty t.o be re
CCVPJ:"fild.o ' 

, , 

In easV!ls !Jher.o the r~Btltllti()n Is"p prov1dl!l~ tor repo.;vment of t.ho Amount 
reclt:\'v1,d m.t the tlme of ths i'ol'(ted 1~q'lL1.d8:tj,oll ot th~, pX"oper.'t':,- ,:mvolved 
v\9'Would liko ,to hav8 som,e '-!:.dlcat.iohof . 

II) 	tbtl QV~l"/llg(l p0l'f.lentnglt ailch :r.epa;7,JIlent 'Wf.!\llq~ 
l"eprll)SflDt of the,' 'pr"sent value of, the pJ:'o~;' 
porty·and

< b)' the ~pprox1matenumbl!lr of'. such '~<lSe8o 
. , 	 . '. I •. 

";" What Bt.epn jJ,' 8DJ" p tuivo been. or are tel 1)0 UIldortaken by the J ew~.eb ' 
c:ommunltios 0).'" other organi-r.at.iont'l iu your country in connect,lou ",1th 
'the r~~up0ra1.ion of a) CJHtlUl'l,mH.y propfJrty , 

. b} indlviduds or tho;l.r hoiro Iilnd 
c) heirleso propertyo 

.' .' 

Ye 9.1'8 Bure you r~alhe the .importance of lw.v1.ng 
.' 

thil3 iUrOn1l:, UCIl'lt .as 
"oon a~ (Josalble and 'Would a.ppreoiat(l;t therefore your promp't ,r~.p11" 

or cour~C!lp unt,il 1\ doeiBion h6\6 been tRknn by, thio oi'f.'1ce, nr.· cClllml:t.fi
lllentt~ ""h9.taof'vC\r CRJl bo mad®o .' 

,. , 


'. 
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TOI Stlllrr 
Froll! Ell' Rook 

Rei Rostitution Law In Germany 

MIllODt sinGO the tll1l~ ot the IJUJ"re.ndor ot the "aat I..rml.ea in Genull)", att_pt_ 
have been made t.o erf.", reatltuUon 1!~8.ls,btlOil. Aotually. 8veD betON tbe amiliUa", 
the A1lhd oommandere had NoopieM \he ObvlO1lS DflIoe8s1t)r tor returniDa to the radel, 
political, religious, eta. viotims ot the Hada the pJ'O,ert1 wMob bad been f.ekeD. tro. 
thelll by oODtltu!t<ltion or dUNes, end "rov1.~oft.8 tor earliest poealble l'e!sti t.utlo., were 
contained In the Jolftt Chieta or Stoct Memoranda No. 1067., It vas only noent17. 
bowever.,oD November 10, 1947,' tbat a restitution law vas in taot passed. Atter moatba 
flDd JIIDIlth8 of neh'Othtlone, muoh of it 1n the direot.ioa ot either a <luadr1partlte 01" 

bl-loDsl lav, end atter .tronc reel.tSftce oD the pert ot tbe Oermans and meAT ~ber8 who 
opposed the posaage ot meaningful re8tl~tlon 199ielktlon, GeDeral Cl~dao1d.d that 
there vae DO fJlternatlT8 but to islNe 8 lai, b.r Mll1taJ7 Gonl"J1meat. in the AmeriOBll .z~. 
alone. 

Very "Cum.tl, loghhtlon \/Q8~lBot,asued tor tbe P'ranoh lone of GeI'lUl17, "hleb 
18 tar tnterior to the Amaric61ft nrEl101l at.:.tl thoroughly .inadequate. lAS1wtlOD tor the 
Brlt1ab Zone is IIIt1l1~8r oouold.orat1oD, rmd leg1elatloia tor the RUDslall ZODe appa
retly \111.1 be completely \lJuJatiafaotol7, sltbough DO c1.t1Dite 1ndloutioa ot 8 ~ote or 
anaotmAllt 1" 88 yet avtdlable. 

Military Govorllll1oot L6W No•. 59, tiaa n.eU tUtlon Law.in the Ac1o.rlcl:i.D ZODG, 18 a 
dOOUDlent of Dome 50 pagos 'Which ••ta out tn det.a11 the rights of claimants as aga1Dst 
the rIght. ot tMae who e.re or were IINbl!.lequently in po8sesslon or the proparV. end 
provides tor t.ho detailed proceduros to be tollowed by "auld,..be clallll8J1tG. In draftlna 
the law the oruo1ol pt'oblem presentod ville that of flndlng _ aoceptable tormula to re
flect properly the atnloephen ot duress under vblob the victims ot the Bazia were ooa
pelled to liquldate the1r hold1nas. where a 1&" wuld permit duress to be pre8WJl9d or 
",her. outright oontiscation oollld be eat.abJ.1sbed., thero would be no question re,ard.1.III 
t.be right ot the olawnt to regain PO'elt!loeion of his Propertl1 but where dureu owl.! 
not be prell\l'lMJd md when an actual sale had 1I:keD place, it wuld be ext.rellGly currioult 
ror 8 olabumt at the present time to produce evidenoe ngard.ing preSlNI'e del duress 
at the t.1ma ot the trel\8llerunder Hitler•. Tbe final produot contdu the tollov1rl8 eolll

~ promise betwon the various po1Dts ot viev adT8Dcedc 
~, 

1) In tbe 0." of tranotere _de hJ Je"'8 bet".en J8Dl.UIry)0 1933 and September 
15, 1935 duress is retmttabl1 pnn_d. in the absence ot other a1r~lD8taDC.8 shOVing 
confiscation this pre8WI.ptlcn may be rebutted by 8hO\dng that the transteror vaa paid a 
tair pur chose prioe. 

2) Contraots made by Jell. bot'tfoeD115 September 1935 and 8 *y 1945 -7 be avoided 
(1.0. 1IE\1 be canoded, end the property returned) unless . 

a) The tr8.Jlll\otiOll 'WOuld haTe takeD place even in the abeeDoe ot 
National f.:Ocbl1sruJ or . ' . 

b) It tbo trepterM pt"Oteotcd tbe 1ntere"ts ot the 01 as.\IHlDt 18 aD 
umunau !\!8.DDerand ~Itb' I!I\tbotanUa1 INcee.", e.g., b;v help1Jlg bim ill trmllld'erring 
hi. a888ta abroad. 
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In order to deto:rm1ne vhether the tl'lUD.SeCUOD would Ulre oOOUl"red in the absanoe ot 
National Soo1e118l1, the taat t.h.et tho transforor himself bad ottoNd the proper", to t.H 
transtoree or tbe tect thet be hod reoeived a ralrpuroha.e pr10e over whloh be could 
rreeq diGp08e 'II1lIq be taken 1nto ooDBldfJraUoa, togeth.,r with all other taet., but t.bq 
ere aot by tb0me.1... euttlciGDt to deteat rGatltutlon. 

Am to tile prooedure to be tollCNed b7 c1dllallte eeeklBl ~ :regaiD property, the 
1av proTide. fol' the flUng ot olalms not later thaa December 31st. 1948 vith B Ceatnl 
'U11l1 ;\genoT, establiohed at Ba4N(uao1m near IF'rtullttvt. ReplatlOD 50. 1 lormed UDder 
the law .ets forth, \he iDfomatiaa whiob mu.st be 1Doluded. 1a the petlt1ca tor ftaeU1nat.1oa. 
'fbI) Cea.t.re.l Filing Agel"',. will tranamlt tile paper. \0 the ftelllt.Uut1on Apno1 (0e1'll4ll), , 
be'.ieally en odmWet1'8tive body \UUler M'1l1tar::r.Govel'.llt\\ellt npemeloD,vhlcb prepare. 
tbe oa•• and A,tt~ts to wrk out a eet\le!ll&llt., ns.iap"te4 oases will be' dooided by ~ 
Reat1tuticm Cbamber. Con.tr61'7 to the earlittl' .pl8.Ds~ 1ihla eourt vUl bet eoaposocl of 
throe individual. who must uet the, qual!floa.Uon or bein, el1g1ble WldM" Gorman Law 
either \0 be judge. or to S8rn la the .higbeJ'" adtdnlatrativeeaJ"V1oeJ CDe of th... \bra 
IlUst be a per.secutee. Thus DO If11l'llen~ wll1 serve 1n the Rest.! tut10D Chambora. 1Jl Gpo. 
peel 118m troll tbe ReliltU,Ut1on Chamber to thlt ordlJUl'7 CSl"I1JBI1 Appellate CoUrts. .4 
M1l1tary GoYemRWmt Hoard ot Renew Im1' 111 Its d.l.f!ret.ion rm.w the deo1aiou or -the 
lover German bodies. 

I.sofar aD pl'1vllte! Ddiv14ual olalmaata are oonoGJ'Ded, the.. rea14iDg in G~ 
oan prooeed at ODoe to ~pu.rft. tblllir remedte. oDd.!' tho above prooedure8. As ~tbo•• 
reeiding outsi4e ot Germany, ·1t 10 requ1rGC'\ b7 the law that, the, I'etaia aD attorn. or 
other flSeDt lu a.rmoDJ to pursue th&iJt .._dies tor thml, ad wo!'. the elaia Is'. sub
stantial OD8, they III8l' also find. It. ,helpful to retain an attorney 1a this COWlt.I7. "oJ" 
a 11" ot attornoye in Gorl'llaDT a claimaat ~ vrito to tbe Jey!ab OalllDln4e 1A the 10
0811\7 vhere tbe pl"Opertr i8 located. ~nd l'&telTin3 olu!W1\s to Gem.tdra.unta Qer
maD7 or pol"hapeto otbor non-protit Ol"gan1zatioDllvb1ob.'1IIBl'be oetabllob.ed outDid. of . 
Qermaq tor t.hlm purpo.., \be JDCvUl pJ!'Obabq plaT no 1'01. 1n the ca" of the in4t:rl.
dual ,rivate Glolm•• 

the lmportGDt tunot10ft ot the JUC ura.der the Restitution J..mv \411 be 1D eomaoot1on 
\1,1 tb heirless &Dd. wu.ua1mad property. It 10 anticipated;, ot courso,' that. a port1oa of 
the J 01118h proper't7 will Dot be clalmed" e1tlwl' beeaUI!I6 the ower. end the1.r heirs have 
all dtsappeared or because ~. ower 1187 a1iApq Dot t1nd 1t pl"Otitablo to press biD olalm. 
In suoh iIlst.anoes, in order t.o assure that. tbo proper1;J' vUlllot be let' 1a 'the h8114D ot 
t.he loot.er. aDd 1n orier to provide tor the noe of I such properv 1n'the direotioa ot 
a1dlq t.be viotlu ot Hadn, the lav provides tor the eatabllabmellt ADd recoplt.1oa of 
lnIoce.sor organ.illatioas who shall haft the right 1n tboir CM1 namo ta tile olaiu tor the 
pr'Opert,. ot non orgenlzaLioDS 88 have been dissolved under tho Beai. (e.,. 'QeJ:"Dl8D Jew1sh 
Gell.1nde) and tor other oonflscated propert, which is heirless or UDdiaimed.··, In the 
can or .hwioh propel"t.7 undor this eetegol"y, 8 .levi_ l1estltutlon Comzdlildoli \fh1ob has 
been 1aoorporatad under the 1avs ot the Stat. or I(w York and 'Wblob 1. made up ot IIteDlber 
orgBl1izat.10Jul tl"Oll t.h.rou.ehout. the \lorld, ifJ DOli 8eekba reeolDl t..ton 88 the BUcoe.s. 
organisaUon. In edditl= t.o beiJJ.a • maber of the Jewish Rest.1tutiOl1 Commie.o.., . the 
.rOO has siped ell agree_at with the Restit.ution Co11l!!lissioll wereby the JDO aDd the 
J."lsh Agenoytol' PalestiDe sJulll 80t. .8 th,! operating field agelltl!J or the ResUwtton 
Colllll1adoa 1n OMlDeotioll with Jevish -propel''''' of a DOn...eulturGl ahar'aotar • .:., (rol' Jevi8b 
pl"OpfJrt;r \lbioh Is ot G eult.uJtal, reltPOU8, hI8~l'1o,~to. oharaoter, aa 8ire_n' :hae 
'been dined 'b7 the ~.~;lab Restitution eoR.b81on Illvb10h Jewleb CultuJ"al Reecm8truot1on, 
Ino. 10 reooanlllllCl a. the operat.inc field. agent.) , 
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Wlth18 the past several \f@leks tormal requelJts have been INbmU.ted to General 
Clay .md SecrotaJ'7 of State Marehsll for the recopltlon of \be JewlBh Reetltut.loa Com-
8\1 sidon a8 the successor· org&nbation under the RGs"",utl0. Law tor J8\lbh pl'Oparti;y. 
The.e requests &r$ nO\l UDdw actlv9 oonat~t.r.t1_ WId 1t 1. bopecl that vithiD the near 
Cutur. lID Implemet\tlD3 regulation to the Reatttutloa Lay \liU be 189\\84 by'Mll1taJ7 
Govel"l'dlont 1n .Go~'providlDi for recopJ:t101l ot the JG\flsh aelJt.:ltution CommlBuioD 
and deflning Ita powors fIDel juriscUaticm. 

III 8UlIDM17, 1t I'.IIa)'" be add .~hat paDsage of tbo Rest.i tutiOll Lnv, insofar •• 1t . 
establ1ehGIJ tbo proCGtnI of restitution end lnoot&r as it D8ta a atnndard tOI" those Boaaa 
1n aeruIJ7 whlGh GUll don't haVtl l.awe, "FG"llta a maJor ach10vo"llant. '1'0 t.boSfJ.viah 
organ1sat1onl!l, tbe JDO inoluded,whos. diligent and ccmstant contact vith General Clq 
end the State DepaJ'tmGllt on t.l'll8 DDtt.O&" ".n'e4 co .tteothely to otfeet the ".i..ten. 
agune' restitutioll Oil th.8 pan ot the OGJ"'IIaD8 ad ot.heI"8, lllUon credit 1. ttue. 

At the 8ame tim. 1t must be poiatGd 0.",- that ,mUg 1t doos provlc18 tor .tbe Pbai. 
cal recoV81'7 o.f. PI"O'PIIJ"\Jr nov by thoBe few J0\111llh cl.alft1a11lta what li" in Oonumi, ih.· law 
doe. 11ttl. IIOH at this llta,e tor the hundreds ot thoWll811dB ·of Jome w,lmants .ut
Dide of 00ntiG.nT than, to provide tor the retul"Il of legal title. Unt.11 Rcb \1-..1 the 
GeNen eOODorq haa bullt up 8 obeable f'\md of dollal" oxoh&ulge, which llll'i&D8 tm:'iDdetl
.it. delay of II8D7 7llu1re. there 'tdll be no opportUJdt, to., ..so out»lde olalm&uts to 
Nal18e t1lQ' Manin.gtul pJ"Ot't8edo lD\der ft,utUtuUcm. 8111l1aJ'17. the JDO an4 the other 
organilllatiODfJ eosmeot.ed wi. tit the J eriub !.lfltlt1tutioa COIUlllosioD ceD tor the ti_ Wag 
onlT hope to 'Oe. in GermeD, the proe&848 vblob tber m18ht be able to .....11•• from 1"8
atitutflcl heirless and unclaimed property and muGt also look forward to s. loq cleWv' be
t0l'8 there will be 6 possibi11V ot uBins theso proceedl ill behalf of tho victlu of 
tbe NaBis 1D outslde ooutrie8. Lest1T, it BlUst bepolDtG4 out \bat this law onl¥ pro
vicletl tor the l'e6tltut.lcmot lctcmttf1~b18 propert,. lihere the property 0_0\ be . 
traoec1 Ot" where the" are ola1UlB arldol( lout·of otherdcamapa, (••,. ~l1e81 iDJ\U7, 
108s 01' ta.m11y,~ eto.) Whlob \191"0 1nt11otod on the JW8 by the laale, De aaUem will be 
possible matil Idl 1Dd8JlD1tloation law haa been P1I.81ect. The posalbillties or 11\10'" a law 
bOiDi passed 1n \ba M&I" future are u~7I1light. ' 
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Ii"' .]:EIlIIA ~nClNG omlS TO Rll'l'URII TO J!!I!lIS P!lO~TY THEY "JUlYANIZED". UNDEil Iil'rLEII 

VIlllINA, Doc. 9. (JTA) -- The . Vienna DlUnicipality is re-examining Jews who ob
tained all post-war trnnsfero of pi·oport.f to victims of the Nazis and,J.tt many cases, . 
is ordering Jewish property returned to the name N~ziEl who seized it from Jews during 
the Hitler regime, it was revealed by David Br:t.J.l, president of, the Vienna Jewish·.COm-:
munity COlUlCi!. .. 

.',: 

, 

Former Nazis, who fled Vienna after the liberation of the city, are now ~e ".turning to the Austrian capital and are receiving the apartments and the furniture 

whtch they tlAryanized" under the Nazi regtme, but which waEl given by the Red Aimy, 

through the municipality, to victims of the Nazi regime, he. declared. 


A typical case is Dr. Brill's own situation. He rec~ivedfrom themunicip~lity 
furn! ture which was confiscated by the Russ~{U1s from a Nazi leader, Kar;t Lesniak, who. .'''',: 
was arrested after the liberation. Now the municipality has Ratifierl Dr. Brill that ,", 

f ~e must return the furniture to Lesniak, although the latter acquired the furniture 

\'.. d.nd his apartment from a Jew whose property he "Aryanized" during the Nazi regime. 


''.", 

Another aspect of the restitutton l>roblem which is causins some concern amorig 
Jews whose property was acquired by NaziEl~:either forcibly or under duress, is .the . 
stand on reparations taken by Soviet Fc:t'elgn. Minister Molotov at the London 0onfer
ence of Foreign Ministers. . .. 

The Jews, fear that Molotov's stand may. bar the return of their property to ....•. " . 
them, since the Soviet Fore:\gn Mini.ater is insisting that property acquired by Ger- . 
~uans durlng th('l Nazi regime must be cons.1dered . German assets and thus fJubject to sei 
zure by the Soviet authorities as reparations', 

. "" 
Dr. Brill, in an :!.nterview today tl .declared that J'ewish le~dersln Austria. 46 

"not recognize the Soviet standpoint 'whdse 'Wording :1s not clear.'" He added that :up' 
to now the' Russian authol'it.1es in Austria have agreed to return Nazi-conffscated:,J 
ish property only in oases whore it was eetabli.shed that the ;Jews received .no'· 
ment from the Germans to whom the 'property vns transferred. I' 

, ,'" , 

"'l'here is lack of clear differentiation betwoen AryaniZ\3d ,and':', n_.'.....1'0 


property," the Jewish Comnunity president emphaaized•. :He ,r.eve.~.ie'd;1jiha. 

of the·Jewish community haa made several visits todh~ . 

and presented the Jewi,sh viewpoint. General 'V~I~'" .',"';'11'IL'~filitl?I:I.:!:1J'i 

and promised an inveat'lgation into individual: case·s,.':;uut .. , .... '·.o~it .., 

t.o a general statement. of the Soviet. policy lo) - •• -~"''':''+:lit10fl::r'.ot:~\O 


Jewish property•. "Undet' such e, procedure we (;W1Cl0~ gO'l'~; "'~~'Brill 

-~-"-, --..

.'. 
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Al\lgl~ICA N ,TOIN'J' DISTR,IBUTION 

19. RU,1ll HI'1 TIi:Hl~nAN 

l'~UnOl'ljJAN EXIl)CUTJYl'~ 
PAn IS l8"')

COU;-O;Cl,L 70-84 

OAnr..ES .& TlIlT..BGHA.MS 

.f 0.1 ;-.;-'['FUN.D-P A,RI S 

November 21, 1947 

Paris Letter No. 7674 

To: AJOO 	 NEWYORK' 

From: AJDC PAUlS, Office of General Counsel 

Rs z' oac/poL/;o - Restitution 

Attentionl Mr, Eli Rocks 

(1) 	 We have juat been Wormed t~t by decree of Ootober 28, 1947, 
published under No. 66, the period for filing claims under the 
Polish Restitution Law has been extended until December 31, 1948. 

(2) 	 Just yesterday we had a visitor in our office who, being obvioualJr' 
destitute in this country, me real prQperty in Poland valued at 
about $100.000." If his claim for restitution were Buocels.f'ul, as 
it 'most probably would be, he would then be in a pesition to obtain 
37.000 to $.15.000 in this country which woUld, ot course, utterly, , 
change hie position, and it could be avoided that the gentleman in ' 
question would become a· charge upon Jewish oharity. 25.00~ Zloty"s, 
i.e. approx1n~tely'$50 to $100 are needed to start restitution pro
ceedings in Poland. T),eclaimant is not in a position to obtain 
this amount, and if the period for claiming had not been exttmded, 
the, claim. would have been forfeited•. 

The JOC legal adviser at Salzburg reports that there'are approximately 
400 clatmsregistered with his ottice which had not yet been submitted 
to the proper authorities up to the end of Octobero 

. , '. 	 . 

(J) The extension of the time limit may otfer an op,ortunity'to ge inte this 
"thorou H question~~~ and to set tip machinery whioh would: avoid a situation 
f 	 g • Y where, for lack of a tew Dollars or Zlotyes, claims cannot be tiled or 


proceeded ,with. . . ,.,', ' ..., " : ' 


When Mr. Bain, our Director in Poland, was here h8' Wormed us that he . 
. ie discussing with. the Comniunityin 'Warsaw a 'propos&l put torjard bl . 
them whioh endeavours to assist chimantso '"., ", '. . 

I' 

Gw/ht 
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OFFICE Of MIUTARY GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY;fU S,t. 
, Legal Division ~:lI..:tl.. 

APO 742 

27 February 1948 

Mr. Eli Hock 
&nerican Joint Distribution Committee 
,270 Madison Avenue 
'New York, New York 

Dear Eli:" 

1. I am attacldng a oOPY of a memorandum which I sent to Finance 
Division concerning the deoontrol of restituted properties and the 
an~wer thereto from the Chief of Pf'operty Control. I think this clears 
up the point you raised in one of your letters to me. (/ 

2. I am attaching a copy of the Chief's cable to War Department 
concerrdng the Successor Organization and the merrorandum I cl.rew up for 
him on commitments made by the government w1th"re'Spect,,--thereto. 

, . 
I think it might be a good idea to raise noV! the question of ex

tending the fiQal filing date, at least as regards the Successor Organiz:a.
hon. Vie have already lost four mcnths siooe the promulgation of the Law~ 
It will probably be at least anoth,~r month before the designating ordinance 
is out and will take at least a month or two thereafter for the organiza~ 

,.' tion to be set up adequately to begin its work--which would leave a maxi
mum of seven months to complete the enormous task of' seeking out heirless 
properties amongst possibly thirty to forty thousand claims in the Ameri-~ 
can Zone t ' preparing, the cases and fili~ them. lnasmuc h as the original' ' 
da'Ge was set in the contemplation that the Law was to have been issued 
in March of 19h7 (which would have allowed approximately twenty-one 
mont hs for the Successor Organization to form its task), I think State 
Devartment should agree to at least a· s Ix to nine months extension of 
the filing period. 

1D48
Perhaps it would be best not to press this point at the present 

time until we have started the work and find our elves up against an 
insurmountable deadline. But I be a good idea at least 
to raise the point at this time that we ma to ask for an extension 
for the ~iling period. 

3. I 8m afraid rrry cable concerning the objections to a )German 
subsidiary was not too informative!, The objections definitely exist 
but the explanat~on is sanewhat ineluctable t the point being of course 
not that a German subsidiary couldn't operate in Germany satisfactorily, 
given the proper cooperation on the part of the German authorities, but 

344494 
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that in the absence of such good wHl on the part of the Gennans 

it could very well be suffocated b; thenecessi ty of complying with 

all sorts of rules and regulations which would inordinately delay 

and hinder the Sucoessor Organization's work. Moreover, the Gelman 

commercial law does not nfit" the t'ype of organization we are con

templating setting up. They don't have membership corporations. This 

~s not an endo,~ent' or an aaaociation~ The only way it could be set 


: up with inteFnational control is, as I have indicated, by establishing 
'i t as a so-oelled public law corporation under Military Government law. 
As I have also indica ted in my cable. German law would apply to the 
opera tiona of the corporation iri Germany so that it is hard to see the 
validity of the State Department's objections to an American incorpora
tion. 

4. We have had no word as to the reaction of the organizations 

to the proposed budget. The budget'i!;f, to a certain extent, flexible, 


,depending 	on whether or not voluntary agencies will be permitted to 
raise :Mark contributions in Germany rather than forced to buy them from 
the Finance Office. In this connec,tion a German subsidiary might be 
scmewhat of an advantage. . However. to do any sort of a' job, $130, 000 \ \ 
to $11+0,000 is an absolute minimum ;for the next year, and,if we cannot 
get an extension of the filing dateX~ a larger staff may have to be 
taken on to coril}>lete the work wi thin the short time available, thus 
increasing the budget considerablY. 

Moe Be~kleman and Sam Haber of AJDC were here this week and we 
discussed the Olrrent situation witn res~ct to restitution.; We are all 
agreed more or less on the budget oii tlined (which was sent to you last 
January by Joe Schwartz) and on the necessity for the immediate start 
on the research and hiring of persopnel. I am going down to Frankfurt 
tomorrow to talk to Hoffman and leVlr of the Agency and see if we oan It· 
get started on canvassing the DPs and German Gemeinde for local personnel., 

,
5. I' had a tall\: with Bill Haber yesterday, giving him a fill-in 


on the restHution situation and outlining the problem to cane concern

ing conversion. He promised to give the matter some thought and I think 

he will be a big help on it in view of his background as an economist 

and the. excellent contacts he has both in Military Goverrunent and State 

Department. ) 


Best regards, 

\~-------------
Irwin S.·Mason 

Ene losure s (3) 
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~& 7 FebJ'Ul1l7 1948. 

TO • Genoral wolua ,D. 01"", 

SUBJECT, . 'Dae1gaaUQIl of &10088$01" orprd,zatl0D wa4er Mill tBry 
QoVUrrm'Pllt Law Ne. 59. ItRe$tUu'~on or Identlflable 
lTopertycg • 

;, 

1. As you requsted 4u.l"1na our discusaion 78tllter4ay. Friday, 
6 February 1948. I hove omoload rJf/'. tiles with a view to .4e'emd.nlaa 
the exteDt to 1l1blah the government bao been eammltted thraI.1aboat 
the negotiations on the.ReatitutlonLmw to tho eotab11ebmDnt ot 
an lnteruatiollal J"ewimh Bacoes£lOl" OrgaDizatlotl taS :th0 SUOOGsscr 
to hell'less 1Ul4 unola1med 91"O.P9rt:1eo of J'ellieb Vlotl.mm of Nazi 
~asl0D and of Jewish GOtllllUU11 gropert;v. 

WbJ.le I Gall tlDd 110 ocmmltment ln wrlt1ag to thcD lewish 
organizations that suoh ~ IIlteru.tloJial J'ewish StaooaSSal" orad_. 
tion would be reoosnilO4, I 40 find tbat yea made tid" ac:mDltD18nt 
to thall Ql'8llJ' c1u.rlng your oonvorsatioZIS. with their ",PraD9l1tat.tves . 
111 Amar1ca ill tbe 'allot 1946 and ~t tbis caJm1tmantV1ll\S 1uoOl"t
porated 1n u tawr-offloe ~ to ae_ral. HllldrlD6 an4 
Q.PFove4 by:b.im. It wu aleo lncorgm-ated in sJDeDIOraD4um c1rafte4 
'by tho lel'lish ol"pn1zations and aubmltwd tQ tbe State Depar_nt 
in NOftnDer 191.6 and 'tr=am1ttec1 b7 the alato nepl!U"tmcmt via WG.I" 
100 O~.G1S with tbe appl"O'l'al of both DelJ8.l'_a'a. . Various oables 
between War Depart."'lt and OAO.»:~ lndloate that the War Departmttnt . 
\188 olear17 GWIU"e ot ibis undersrtanclS:os ami tbat the onli question 
lett opea was whether Of' not tbe .partlo1patln.s med:tel"lIhip la, ttlo 
orsnn1zaUon IBot up was suffloi91lt1y repreaentaUft ot world..wide 
Jewry. It vas this quenlon whioh )fOu .lett for 6.termi_ticn bf 
the state Departmsnt. 

" '. 'c 

AII'lste 0.0 30 JUly 1947 we 1n41oate& In .8 cable to tha War. 
t1epartmtmt that tbe British 41ffontt trtin QW"sel'fGS by. inalst1r.w . 
that helrleospl'Op8M1Shou14 ,,",to aOemaD. corporatloll aD! ula!l4 
tor SIlT o0Jii8nts or 11).otrUotioqm f'lbat WaP Departmed .,11' hmw ' 
prior 110 our lssu.tJJa Ii Wlllatera1).aw III ft8. of GIr. laGillty to 
get . agee_nt I'll t11 thG Brltlsb OJl 'his point. While W.ab1D3tcm 
in its "917 to this o.le 4la.~fJt the pOlIslblUty of uelDs 
thl! forJXnlla ot the Re»_atlo1111 ApHmcmt 811 a poaalble ocmpromi
to tbil:} aoa41ook., tbtly 414 Bot lnalat upon it lllheil we pollltN. cu.t 
thO ~ct1oabUitl ot 8l.10h II torrmlla. aDd at DO time 8Ug9Gte4 
tbat we socapt the Brltlmh position that,,~ Sao_os.. QrssmlZ1ltio.n 
ahould be a Qerm...'1tl oorporation. It WBfJ tbu.. over tbiu very queatlCD 
that 'fII!iI broke ott llesoUatioDD wi'l1 tho SriUsb and issued a uD1lateftl 
Restitution Law. . 
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CeDeNl 01Q1 ... 2 ... 7 February 1948 

2. Th.I.'l W.mmBl7 of negotiations oonG91"D!Dg the SUOO9oaOl' 
{)rglliullaotlcm IImt <llUt in 1. 8aEl.. ... btleedoa tbe tollowlna 4aau
mente In ,. f11elU ' I; 


a. lV'.emoratitlum tran Mr.I.1GmmeDdiD8;'Gl" (State De»artment 
to General fU.ll4rlns doteA'3 1>a,OC!lmbl9J" ,1946. .,.. (I On November 21,
1946 nprveantatiw8 ot the .flft lG1ild1n.g Jewish ~6anlrr.at1oDa SIIlW 
OIlHaeral Olay. The stato ;Copan.nt hsa seeD no m1nuto ot tbe eon
vel"fJfitlou apprOftd by Ceneftl 01~. It appears, howsver, that 
OeDel'M Olf.!\V lJ8I.'flJed to the t011ow1»& pointo. 

I> 

111. An inimmationat ·J'awS.8h Grsa.mzaUoD sl:lould be 
1"Ooognlze11 e.o trurstoa ot uDclilimod aDd heirless Jewleh Jl'O,UGl"ty 
amI ubJuld bo permitts4 to prosecute cla1m8 thereto'betore remUtation 
tribunals•••• ~ 

.' b. MOmQ1"Ondum ot tblil tlYO or3ulmtlona 4Iltela. 27 NoYel'/.t)sl" 
194.6 ooncerning tbe meeting or their ftlpreeGutat1:ves w1 th Ooneral 
Cla.v. "... Genoral OlfW' &greos that In the reservations. to be, 
mde by Military Gcrrern.rmnnt at the time ot a~D8 tbe az.an law 
It w111 bG·~oll':larl.Y provided tbat Mil1tlU"Y Covernmnt Dd Dot tbo' 
Oertaan su~l tles will 4eulI!8nats •• II the orstm!zatlouto '.8C' 
BS SUOGGeD.N tor the JewllI who hAve 410d leavlb3 DO hobos.",. Coneral 
Cl~ :also mtatGd tOOil be would wsnt ,tho tl'\lctG9 tor the 1t9f1s to be 
8 Jew1sh organiza.tion represent1na .rewa'tbroushout tbe \'Jorld. He 
alGO said that suoh trustee for tim lewa wQU.ld 'be the one who would. 
be allowed to oo.mo SAto the trlbv.nalG in. G~ QJ'Id maa olaims 
on behalf or the .rna mnd Jewish bodies. • • • If . 

. O. III 8 m.emo1"Qot1um datal! 27 NoveDi»er 194.6 from the Jewish 
. orga1\1zatioWII'o the State J)e~Dt oaOQrldD8 the 18 ootobo1" 1946 

c1.J:Qft( ot the R08t1tutlon 14'4'1 111. was reo01l1ll8ude4. "••• 1. M111wy 
Government and'aot. tho Oe~ ~thorl'lea 8~ld desllbata 'tbm suo
OOBSare to helr1es8 and unolfit1.me4 JmwJ.ah·1Dtereat8 in OOrporatioDS 
and unlnoorporated bodies and to :JewIsh oc:mmmltl9a and faundations. 
the atooeeoora' to tho claims of 10u who died 1eavina DO heirs, anA 
tbe perSOilS wIlD ~ olB1m on bf!halt ot tbe GlforemenUone4 le1l8 aDA 
Jewish bocUea before thID trlbu~Q provlde4 ill tbe 1... liIIillterJ 
Ooverammat obDu14 reoognize a lewleb orsanl~tlon.. r.epresentatlve 
of Ie• .tbrcnl.8hout ,he world, .llo1ucU.ng lows Bow lA Ge~. tiIB 

t,t"Us teo tor eu.oh lewish interelt.ts. The proPrt7 or 1ts pl"OoeeAm 
aoqulF04 b7 auoh tnae'" .dllbUld be used flxc1w:Jlve17 tor the plrpose 
of rehabl11tatlon and r8aatUemnt of J'e\'l8." .• 'f • '* . 
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General 01E\V ... .3 ... 7 february 1948 

In a 19 ttor de_a 2. O"~r 1'46 from ae_ral H111driaa 
to General Eohola. Ohief. OAfJ. War Depll.l't;Dnll, l' 'ft'll8 atated. ItThe 
Depa~n.t of state bam OU'Utull,yaonalcl$re4 tbe annoDd ~n4uM 
dated Noveuer :rt.1946tt;;.r. tl~~n4 GOA"" fJ1 tbe ctOl2ll2.GDlIlI GlIl SUS
g9aUoD.tl made thoroinwlth reepeot to tbe 4raft German Z'e8t1j.ut!OD 
lew oroatobsl" 16, 19M), witb, the tf)l.J..tv111M quaUt1cetloDII /JI.ot 
related to the matter 41o(luoaea h4lreia/. • • If , ' 

tl. In WCt ~17G (from War Department from Lowenthal) 
Oanimat was ftHjt.tested from. Oe~:t"al 01,., or r."... JlOClcwD,11 OD the S"sn 
of laool"l)Ot"'fttion p.rl1 tor tho ,jewish Rttotltutlon. C,Om.td.I!JSiOD /.fI,bblcab:
wa.s t1lblMqWllltly inoorporated in tbe atalle ot New Yo~ In April 1947/ 
TIlis ofable stated. II. • • OI'it'lIl1Batlona o~'Dtemplate tlllq lnoorpcmllUus 
papers VII tM.n taw dtiW$ and would Uk!e Of o.::olMlBJlto 8Ug£4)ot!D8 "haDgos 
thll\t O~OO$ mar consider e.dvls~ble.· Xn OUI' repl,y of' 7 ~h 1947 
tfO stated. IIOane,rnl OlBy' "qucota State Depar1nDent be oaruJlll teel re 
pat"tlo1patlns .oober.old.p lew18h Reet! tutlon Ooalse1oft • • • bel10fts 
Departmont best qualitied deteJ;'m1QO whethor C~asloa has auf'tlo1em 
WOl'ld-wl4e . representation aDd ;.t111

\. 
be 8\t.14e4 by thilr 

-
ojJ1n1on. fI ' 

- , 

... e. In your 00 1076 or 30 JU17 1947 to .NJvuWt 'ou atAW. 
~l' appemre unl1kl!ll,ytbat we w,111 be able to reaob qua4ripGPtlte 
mgreem.' on Restitution l.4... 'rhe one maJGr remAinl. obats.ole 
is questionot ::;filCh~t!lt. 1ba British haw now adopted the:poa1tlon 
th4t they ean aocept onl;yf;oohent to t4 00~ orSau121ation. ••• 
I bave personall,Y talked to ~n"ral Robertson 11110 informed_ tba t 
the srs. tlab could now onl¥ nco$»t the poD!tion.' forth above. It 
10 Il\Y belief that this In due to the taot i\Mt tho BrUhh belle.." 
f\mda alloted to u outs14e oraemi3at1oll 1D1:e;ht posa1bl,y be uaed in 
l~eat1D.e. AS:lOIl laww. I haYS IMde 'oertain QcanlW71ts rosard1ns 
the issuanoe of Iil Unilateral Law.' 0I.tr prenouo ~G81oD had beeD 
that;tbe Dr!Usb would go aloDil with our,4nf' 011 a blzonal bade. 
'l'hia i8 DO longer apoas1bll1ty. Ho_ver. before pl"atIllgatltlg tbe 
law on a unilateral bM1n I wlmh to advloe you ot the' JODl tlous of 
the otbar t~e pcrmtr.s and to fteolve 8ft7' OO!l2l8Sst or lnstraotlons 
you m1sht have. II ' 

1.n nJ,lly War cabled in ltD IX B3916 or 9 August 1941. 
". •• .0t11d s,Ppl"Qo1ate your ~61we re oOl!lP.romlse in sucoessor or&8Dima
tiona "hiah would ~ poss1ble quadrl,partlte f.\#P.'gement. Your attentloll 
inn ted liS iii possible basis tO1*' soltl tioD of rornula ulied lltn 14 JUAe 
191+6 five pcmar agreltment iD\Plementlq Al"Uole 6, l>ar1e N,paratloJ18 
agreemellt. I'f , ' 

,18 your reply' ot 13 ltU6UO' 1947 (CO 1260) you eta.4. 
o. • • 0Dly DeW ldolUl would be one Intonational OZ'ganlaa1;lon to 
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ae~101.' ,-4 ... , ' 
;_ 

allooate t1m4s witil a certtalrt P~.lltOB(!J guerutee4 tor u:c..lew1ah ' " 
J181"_outaes. •• • fie 40 !lot beU(Jft tha1Jtb1awoul4 "olve dU.. 
beOIllUM tuat, Serdats ~ ROt ._tW8 of DO t)I" aw, otMr.ell . 
lntematlolRl Ol'$rInd..tio..."e.n~ ••_. 'p8rJe.. distribution , 
40efJ 1.0' ~ 'be·,blllf)1. _.tao,to. ot ·'be ,oth. gowen .e outl"" la . 
Olll" .PJ'f!rIlo~.: ocbloa. ,A ~8drtJanlte ...~. to noelwaa4 4latl'lbuto 

.•trloD8 ,l'O,pert,y usl4 N' , ...4 with ,he. ~~.. 1. 'llhSoh .. 
, DOW tint OIu·.1".8 in the rlnaaQG, Dtno~ete~ II . .t, . ., -_.,'. 

. In AGWAR' 8 nB1275 of ,0 Se»~ 1947. they 881s1a4. ..'. ~ 
will h$lI'lItc,e ,"pert1 be bllDlUed 'Or .JNU"'lt.e GII_'s.,loDi1J puJ"alftDt; 
JJ.ntt lAwb~~ work04 out.;Wi'b B~l'l8ll?;.W. ha4h'P4!4,~"'Il' .wou14 
be 90_1'010 at leaat w1tb.'l'lt18!l~ tb,Je _ttel't••••ct . 

III our 00 1871 of 7 Ooto'*' 1'~7 we mplle4. It '.:. 1'8 'tf1tJF 
pl\1'8araph ,. the I .... 'lab GAnnot ~ to our oem." ,ot ..oee.... 
orsl.dl.1matlGnl tm4 tbelrefore bola-len pro,..., will be baJ41e4 41ttoNJlt)¥ 
in tbe two ZODeS••••- ' 

t. It thuo appears that ,hem Nowniboza 1"" ap to CatelJ. 
~. 1947. both Stats aRd WU' wre ~ thllt it .11 001I~lQw4 ,\bat aIL 

:,~IDteraational J'nleh SGaCG8SOl" ~.'l_...u·W'.p"1Dt&4';amt'; :',. 
tha' tbis VlaG tbG ·d1~Il' with tbe .1'1tloh 011 ',he 'bOf!Jl.ot.whlQh:'/' :'f 
... tallea to obtain a B1SOllal '~f)QtltutloD taw. . 'I' . ' ' 

.' " , 'I;' 
'In 1CY1..\r co 2119 te> War Sated 29 OQ~ 1941. ,'l"Ut' 8ta~a, 

tbat the J$Tl1sh Rest! t1itlon OGmndotdon hai b$8n lllCQrporated UDder, 
the Msmbereblp Corporation taw ~t the State of Ncnl Yorll tor tbD· p1II"PO. '.' 

/.or ola1miD8 beirlRss an4 unolaJ.d pl'Ogarty QUbje.t,to reatltutloDe I. ,',>. <" 1 ..{'.'~ ',' 

and ad nqllestG4 that It be o.pgo1D.te4 SUo.~'QraQld.lluiUcm tor"aU' 
, , ' )

lowlm' PZ'OP8I"" plX"8Uant to' the 9Gl"'1~el\t ,p1'OViolol1s ot too RostltuU01l, ' 
La", . It.. .'. BetoN oOD.sldel'lug this "que., we ask to be ad'ri.sod . 
whether you aJd Stua, Gould".- this ·oraaD1zaUonto be 89proJ)l'1ate·· 
one t9l1' deals;naU.OD as a SllOO0SBOI" ora_.a'ioll ua4er .this, law." 

The ~tlfl".;t1oD tima' prG8eiltec1 to War and state _s _1'011 as 
to ,he ••OprlGteMSS of thomambeJl'ship of tbe 1Dotant applioant 
ood not u 'to the re tu.i'"G or Ita OJ-&8Dlzatlon.,' , . 

,~ 

Inrln-l. MaaGD' , 
Ad'f1l101'oa IDten..ReaUtuU. 'r 

.:." ..... 
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,. , 	 I llEtm\i1l.: THAT IM~PLmlJ' f~ I 
('0., 

CO!mI1'''~~Il8 'fC) JEWISH R»l6Trr1J1'Hm (Wr<ft.1USSION WOULD 1Mb! 1'1m! aOVB'Rl:,~..r,'\I_' 
_ 	 ' j, H""'n.. 9 Po..'UT10JlJ 

Mos'r DIfi'FI CULl '1'0 EXJlLAl'N Ill' NO'!' Ull'1:!llUAlil.n 	 VI) 

L 

THAT AN nmRNA'fIO'NAL JEWISU REstITUTION. cm~~USS!O.!t tf~)uLD ni THE SUCCESSCR (JUWU1.ATI(}N 

TO lDURI&SS JreW,[iJH mOPERTl IN GmR'3AliY CMA 	 ~ND ;U~ Gt\lERAL OO!lVlilRSATIONS l'llICii I llAVS 
~ 

HAD WITH IJII1WISB RBPRimnilTAflVES, :mi!AD't;;D Dr JUDCI!: }'R03UVEB I HAYS AlllAYS 1·1St THB&i , 

UR~j;RS'l'A1U) TBATA -mWISR RESTITIJl'ION Com.;.~~ION WOULO BID '!HE sUctmSIHlR ORGAtflZATIOlG' 

Pll mE COMPOSItION OF THIS COMMISStOlqQAS TO 1m UTiTElUrIll;D BY THE S'Xm tl'lifARfMIIN'r f1) 

LATmR :ur Gl!:ICltlNO QUAIllUPARTIl'm AatEEMF.&"1' ellA ~ QtmlllTIOB WAS R.USED C7tl IE_At 

()CCASIOWS fD WHIlB THIS QOBSTIO~~ DID MOl iIUBC'l QUAliIlIPARTl'l'E AtlUlBWlIN'J.' CrlA wm WOULD 
~ 

HAVE SEEfi ABm iUiii$lUeYiW TO OIf.fAnS 1'RIPART:mt AmEtt..BN1' TO A ItON..DEl~m~lHATIOl.l.u. 
pi- " 

S\...·CESSOlt ~GANIZATlom AlmJARTtTE A~Ei!lOONT WITH TIm mITI8M TO Ii. GmRMJUt ORGANIZA.:Uom 
PARA 

AS SI10CESSot?:. mC.AUI1..ATION PO/QUR mCISlO,;'f TO PUBLISH A UfJILATERAL LAW WAS. HUM/1.R!LY 

,<. 	 .<, 
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BASED ON THE DESIGNATION OF A SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION TO. HEIRlESS JEWISH PROPF'..RTYAS 
tI 

AN INTERNATIONAL JEWISH RESTITUTION COMAUSSION PD IN POINT OF FACT IT WAS OUR 

UNDERSTANDING THAT OUR GOVERNMENT WAS UNWILLING FOR US TO ENTER INTO ANY OTHER. . 

• II 

AGREEr,';ENT PO OBVIOUSLY CMA IHE JEWISII REPRESENTATIVES HI TflE UNITED STATF:S WERE. . 


FAMILIAR 'lam TRESE NEGOTIATIONS AND ClEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT TIIE SUCCESSOR
') . ~ 

ORGANl1.ATIOH WAS 'TO BE A JEWISH RESTITUTI,ON COWISSIOIf PO I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER CIt NOT 

JUDGE PROSltAUER AND. BIS ASSOCIATES llAVE ANY COMMITMENTS IN' WRITING BUT I AM QUITE SURE 
I ' 

THAT THEY WERE'., GIVEN ClEARLY TO UNDERSTAN!)~\ BY ALL RESPONSIBlE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WITH 

WHOM THEY DISOUSSED THE. PROPOSED RESTITUnON LAW 0_ THE PAST TWO YEARS THATT.IIt 
':" ':--. ",. ".,~, ·~i~,r .. ;.,.. ~. -l'~'~'~" .~ ••• ~¢'" .;"' ,,-, . . 

..,UCCESSOR ORGANIZATION WOULD BE A REPRESEITATlVE'1J'I' JEWISH COMMISSION PD I KNOll THAt .. 
IN Mr am OlGl I HAVE AlJllAYS TAWD TO THE JRWISH REPRESENTATIVES ON THIS ASSUMPTION 

Wlucn WAS CERTA.INLY Dar MY ONN ASSUr...WfION BUT BASED ON MY CONVERSATION'S AND' DISCUSSIONS 

WITH RESFOlIS!BlE OFFtCIAl8 IN BOTH STATE AND ARMY DEPARTMENTS PD IN POINT OF FACT OM! 
',"II , 

MY ORIGINAL VIEWS WERE OPPOSED IN FAVOR OF"A GIERMAN OORPORATION PD PAllA,REGARDlEBS OF. \ ': ~ ~. ~' . 

THIi:SE ORIGIf~AL VIEWS CMA I AM S1JR.E THAT AT MlIlMUM WI WOULD BI!: BREAKING AD IMPLIED 

AGRBEMP..'NT IF' WE DID NOT DESIGNATE A REPRESENTATIVE JEWISH COMMISSION AS SUCCESSOR 

ORGANIZATION PO PARA. I WOULD LIKE TO ponn OUT THAT EARLY DECISION IS IMPERATIVE .AS 

.;LAIMS UNDER TIiE LAW MUST BE FILED BY rHE~~ND OF THE PRESENT CALENDAR YEAR PO BY THE 
, , 

TH€ SUCH A COMMISSION IS FORMED CMA TIlE REMAINING TIME IN WHIOH TO FIlE OLAI. WILL 

BE QUITE LIAUTED PD 

',' 
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1 	 Mr. 'E••• I. B. 19 'Gb 1. Mr. BaU ad I 41s0uaae4 ...""ia'lv 1111$ problem or: 
Rel1lM1, MY. 1948 the 4eooBtrol .~ pr~~"Ylteo~ltu~ uDder Mtll~.,tJoV$,.., ".No. 5,.8110.,,_,to. ot %4oatlrliblePttoperv
OOD_ol 	 ,""",,'• A_ bie ..."em %.. pJl'eeeall_ 'bID . 

pob1em 	,. ,._ to" you oOflirfllltIl'. 

2. Mr. Ball laid he _,lit " •• quite 018_ tIaa, 
lWo~, ",tltu'.4 u4er the lA1J .''''t.ollllf lo•• , •• ollar.,•• 814..,.•• propel'", 

a.el' MlUt817 OO'fGJ'III'1eat Law No. 52. Al't1o:t~ 1. PUtaanJdl a aa4 ".14 l'e1llf1ia .'Jeo' 

to .",018"1' O_V01 oa1t it it t.U '.'0 ~ of. '_I otber .~"",.".i:ts\·ot 1A.1tO. 52.


'a I belle.. tbls -~Jt OGlLl14 ..... haa41e4 ......r b,
,be teeuanfle ot a se....1 1toeae ......l~ "I$,U,,_4 propel"ttee ...... "'~p.... " COIltrol 

or by all latel'J"". 1&tt81' seDt to TOll t'~ld offices to ,be .. etteot• 


.' 

Telephoae 4:30.59 Xnla 8. *eo. 
RIa aoS7 t W ru.~ At" •• , to G(Pla.~l·Ol• 

. oa' JD"ft1~ "e'tltutlGo.-.....................-.................-...................~............................... 
, 	 .~ 
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MEMORANDUM 


From 	 Eli Rock' ~ ~~ • '(
New York•................J.anuw:y...2.'Ot~,................_... 19 

. 

48
To 	 Files 
,. 

Subject 	 Visi t to Washington on Wednesday, January 21st -- Various Reparations 
and Restitution Matters 

a) Reco~ition of the Jewish Restitution Commission. This was dis

cussed further with officials of the state Department, as a result of which 

the writer learned that the attitude of both the Ar~ and the State Department 

is hardening considerablyo It now appears more and more difficult to obtain 

the unqualified approval of the Jewish Restitution Commission as submitted 

in the request of the Commission to Secretary Marshall, and there is growing 

pressure in both the War and State Departments to urge a compromise which 

would give the operations in Germany some kind of a German character. (Ap

parently the unfavorable recommendation of the War Department has served as 

a leverage for those individuals in the State Department who were previously 

overruled when the State Department recommended. favorably on the Commission's 

application, so that it is now entirely possible that the State 'Department 

will alter' its recommendation and concur in the unfavorable recommendation of 

the Ar~--or at least, together with the ArmY, urge the aforementioned com
promise.) . 


r 

It is pos'sible that within a few days a letter will be forthcoming from' 

the State Department to Mro Warburg, requesting that he come to Washington to 

discuss the application for recognition of the Jewish Restitution Commission. 

Should such an invitation come, in all likelihood the attempt will be made to 

persuade the Commission to accept the above described type' of compromise. 


b) Alien Property Custodian -- Proposal to Turn over Heirless .Assets 

to Jewish organizationso The previo,usly discussed proposal regarding,:,a sug

gested amendment to the Trading with: the Enemy Act which will permit the tUrn

ing over to the Jewish Restitution Commission of heirless Jewish property 

ve.sted in the APC was discussed further at a meeting in the APC's office, 

attended also by State Department representatives. The gist o. the discussion' 

was that the amendment prepared by Dr. Robinson should be oonsidered further 

and worked on by ,the legislative branch of the APC's·office. It was agreed 

by all concerned that the plan was still considired very desirable and that· 

the APC's office would call Dro Robinson and myself down to Washington for. 

another conference as soon as their legislative branch had worked over his 

amendment. 


In the course of the discussion techniques were considered for submitting 

the proposed amendment to Congress•• On this point it was not clear whether . 

the amendment will be. submitted by the governmental departmen~s or whether the, 

Jewish organizations will be' requested to submit it informally. 


344513 
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In the above connection the possibility was discussed of carrying out 
this proposal'through purely adminja trative techniques within the APC's of
fide. In this conneotion it was felt that if the' Jewish Restitution Com
mission were recognized under the restitution law in Germany, they would 
then become heirs by oper~t~ of law to the' heirless vested assets formerly 
belonging to residents of the American Zone of Germany, so that the APC would 
the~ be able to turn over such assets to the Jewish Restitution Co~ssion 
automatically under present olauses in'th~ITrading with the Ene~ Act. ,Inso
far as other zones of Germany were concerned, it was conceded that legislation 
would be needed, 'but it was felt that such legislation could be expedited 

'J 

if this administrative technique were first used for the American ·Zone. I:t 
was the opinion, however, of most of ' the people present at the meeting that 
this proposal was not feasible, particularly sinoe the' restitution law only 
provides that a successor organization can claim for purposes of restitution 
and does not set up any legal status of the Commission for other or general 
purposeso . ; . 

The state Department repre'sentatives who were present at this meeting 
felt very strongly that in order to expedite this prOposal, the New York in
corporated Jewish Restitution Commission would have to be recognized under 
Miliiary Government Law No. 59. After the meeting they. stated emphatically 
to other individuals in the state Department that the aforementioned proposed 
compromise of a German subsidiary corporation would in no w~ be acceptable; 
insofar as their purposes ,.,ere concerned. ' .. ' 

0) Reeting with the Frenoh Ambassador. In th~ afternoon on January 21, 
the writer, together with Dr. Nachum Goldman of the Agenoy, Dr. Robinson of the 
Congress and Mr. Marous Cohn of the American Jewish COmmittee, visited Am-. . 
bassador Bonnet at the French Embassy. At that time Dr. Goldman presented 
briefly the feelings of the Jewish organizations regarding the French Zone re
stitution law and he submitted a letter and memorandum which had been pre
pared in this connection ,by the Jewish organizations. Ambassador Bonnet 
apparently was completely uninformed on the subject and all, that he did was 
to promise to forward our letter and memorandum together with our comments to 
the appropriate authorities in Paris. It was the consensus of the delegation 
that the visit was, for all practical purposes, completely useless. 

d) Other matters. In addition to the above mentioned, the writer took 
up with State Department officials the question of·the five million Swiss ,Franc~. 
He was informed that the State Department had several days earlier requested " 
the embassies. in France and Great Brit~in to inqui~ from the French and Brit- \ 
ish governments why the necessary cables had not gone off to the Swiss. At \ /

the time of my visit, no answer had yet been received from the e~assies, or 
at least none was disclosed. 

. 
In connection with the problem of customs waiver, insofar as the Gold 

Train is concerned, the .writer was informed that this question is still in the 
hands of the Solicitor General (specifically, in the hands of Mr. George Wash
ington of this department)o Although the Solicitor General's office was inform~ . ) 
ally of the opinion that customs could not be wal ved and that legislative' ,action 
would be necessary; as of the time of my'visit they had,not as yet issued an of
ficial ruling. It was anticipated,' however,' that, such a ruling might be forth
coming within several dayso 

ER:AU CC. MAL, AJOO Paris , , 34~514 
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Memorandum Setting Forth Points to be 

Discussed with General Clay Regard-
in Hestitution 

As of"t.his writing, the following would appear to be the direction which the con-

ver:sstion with General Clay should take. 

1. Recognition of the Jewish Rest! tution Commission. 

a) Inltially there should be a reference to the Long history of negotiations and 

to the clear acceptance at all times of the principle of an international Jewish suo

cessor organization. If the General raises any question as to the advisability of 

~he 18j.,t,er point at the present time,' it should be emphasized that the Jel,!ish orga-:

nizations have always in the past and still continue to consider the idea of an in, 
, 

ternational Jewish succ~ssor organization 8S basic and indispensable to the effective 

execut.ion of the whole restitutIon program J.n Germany. 

b) Secondly, there should be a reference to the understanding held by the Jewish 

leaders, particularly as a result of the discussions with General Clay in 110vember 

1946 and October 1947, that the procedure of submitting the Commission's applica

tIon through WaShington was required merely in order that the ~tate Department paBs 

on the repr.esentative character of the Jewish Restitution Commission. It was our 

understanding that any possible objections on this score were met when Judge Levin

thaI arranged affiliation of the Gerlllan Jewish Gemeinden with the Commission, and· 

we are at a loss to understand the long dealy which has taken place since submission 

of our applinatlon to Secretary of State Marshall on November .3rd, 194~." 

c) We are gravely concerned that. any further delay may, in view'of the December 

..31, 1948 deadHnr:t date for filing, render ineffectual the Restitution Commission and 

nullify one of the main principles advanced in the enactment of the restitution law. 

d) ThA General is therefore requested to take the necessary steps requir.ed for 

immedi~te recognition of the Jewish Restitution Commission o 

344515 
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II. SUPQlement~.!:z]oints which May &r1se out of the Converaatioa. 

In the event that General Clay, prior to the telephone conversation with Judge 

Proskauer, has discussed the problem with individuals in the War and State Depart

ments, ~~ may advance the argument that the work of the Restitution Commission 

should be carried out by a separate, subsidiary German corporation. This is a 

point whlch ~ould be discussed at great lengthl but it would appear sufficient for, 

a telephone conversation to tell the General simply that the Je~~sh organizations 

have discussed this proposal and that they consider it unacceptable for a var:l.ety of 

reasons. Prlncipally, they feel that this proposal is calculated to remove any ef

fective cont.act by Jews outside of the J e'~8 in Germany wi th the process of carrying 

out of the restitution propgram. Jews in Germany admittedly are in no position to 

see that the restitutiQn program is farirly !m.plemented. Furthermore, more thani' 90% 

of the original German Jews now live outside of Germany. 

III. British and French Zona Restitution Law~ 

Inasmuch as the cruchl question at this stage is recognition of the Jewish Re

stitution Commission, the problem of the French and British Zonee should not'be 

raised if doIng so might in any way detrac£ from the imp!ression left by Judg! 

Proskauer with reference to the Restitution Cownission. Should this not be the case, 

a rtl: arance might be made to the grave concern which the Jewish organizationa feel 

regarding the ineffectual French Zone restitution law recently passed and regarding 

the failure of the British to pass any restitution law at all. The assistance and, 

the influence of the General should be requested towards persuading tbe French to 

change their. law and the British to issue a law which will follow the lines or the 

American one., 

IV. Other Technical Points o 

, If propi tious ~ a passlng reference might also be made to the existence or other 

technical questions whih will arise in connectlon wi th the operations of the Resti 

tutlon Commiaslon in Germanyo In this connection, it need only be stated that the 

Jewish organi~ations will submit a memorandum on these points to General Clay in Berlin. 

3445t6 
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January 5, 1948. 

Paris Letter No. 8580 


'1'0: AJDC Nli.'W YORK, attention 111' .. Eli Rock 


From: MUG PARIS, Office of General Counsel 


He: CGG/IND/.2 - Indi"iuual Claims 

\ 

'; , <Further to our let.ter No. 8130 dates' December 11, 1947,(we are' 
\ 

---~ . 
.' :~.• "'i'enclosing copy of letter No. 263 dated December 29, 1947, which 

we have ,just received from Munich. 

As soon as .:e get further infonnation we you"Shall pa.ss it 'on to 
I 

Dr!lge ,W.is 

~ 

I'Attorney, 

, 

" 


, . 

... , ' 
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::::DP Letter No. 26), 	 ",'/.' 
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To ;{., AJDG' PtI.lUS, 'Office of General C.o,unsel 
..::J.,'!:, '~ 	 ',' ' 

,,','Sii.bject~' 	 OGC/ltJD/2 Individuar-l:aainls ~, ," 


Paris Letter ,No. 1164.' 
. " . 	 :,J, ,,- , ! . "." 
, .; 

IVe !nve cont:.actE:ld Nr~ ~ndi:l.U, ,the &ii,tor,of\the "Neue:v/e;1t\1 who, has . 
promised .toletus have an exact :'olitline of 'the intendedJbusiness methods 
of the Vermoegenstreuhand..;.: und: Verwaltungs~GmbH:~r'idesl!~/:~;)leanwhile .Nr'•.: 
informs us" too t'·'.th~ c'iea'ding" pe~sons in'i,tha t~<f irm{ar~: ,:tn-rr,::1;JQt:l~s \'1ho' is ,,0 
of the llIembersof.. thE:l.praesidium,of the; JE:lwisl(';kultusgomeinde/in J.1unichf 

.' • (" ," '. t,~,· , . ' ,~~ '.' r:j _' ";.,' <, • ._. ' , 

ownel~' of the Bank::Stliler' in'·Muniqh;·~and'WJ.r.~~~:+;eO%'Bernkopft~~hOI'::is\on~,of" 
Del~\llitrnent"Heads'at:~rho Staa.tskominis5ari~t~;~fuer::;r9-.~.Si~c,l}}0~~).igioes:. 
politisch 	Verfolgte. u:The ,Bank ;t.qferred ,'to:,.is,,\the,,.ab!=,veii.\IDEll'.lt,icmEld,,:&,mk 
. :"', ,':<',' ':' <~:\:1:"~~ ~',;.: ';, .: '.::;;":::";':; . " "I:~ ,i,~,t:':Y:~~)(;;~,i':;'·:\Cif'{f1~~~r.~f;~~~~:};.t::?~:;:~:.:\1: ,', " 

111'. Land,au, fur~.~er ':~91d ,:us tl1at;~:the, purpose;,.of1).the:i.C()nip'any:( i~:i~t'?"'li4t~\\1i)~:s,\l , 
. monies as may be.req~i.t:'Sld: by Jel'/S . and ,oth \·\Tictims,;;of::.the:{,Na,zi~:ariaI1,i.f.a~i 

proc,ess for .:there-P\lr911~se ,oX,', 
the Hesti~ution;:Law. 'l:",;,:,:"~,;;.'/,,V': , , 

, ." """:~;;/\:: ""f:_'~:)T '!?'>;<~f.;, , ' ' . , 

We shall 90mmunicate ~l'lith y()uaga'in;when:we:~~rcgeiv,e\ 


Mr. Lanuau Ilas .pro~i.~e~:u~;~,in '~V5~:Il}~lJ~;f~;me' , .' ,


\ reP:,t.. .1'"; ,,,"; : :'i";' . 

, . " , ; .. ,I 

.' 

m-J/jf ' 

;\ t 

'''' 

" 
'", " 

, i . '. 
!',' , 

.:,' 
.i· 

.. :'f_,' 

/ 

";' 
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' 

JJW€~ 3 1~40 v 
To: Mr. Bouk,ste1n, Dr. Haves!, Mr. Livsrhant, ~lIr. Rock 
From: N. Hobin(Ion / ;';~>(\ 'J:4fr-t:-
Accordln~ to the decis10n of our last meet1ng I wrote to c.,.-,> A.%-.~-fV'r~ 
London"and reoeived to-day the attached atlsWer. I\t.l '2. S ,~,,, /'\ f .J,'" 
You \,/111 see that the Oounoll ot Jews from Ge~afl1 hllR n~~\',et . / ,~
dealt w1th the matter we are 1nterested in, namely the presecut10n 
ot ola~ms in GermaRJ. )__ ~___. 

.. ~~. 
~--

'-' .' .. . ' 
,', 
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B, Fairfax Mansions 
LOndon, N.W.3 

Mr. Nehemiah Roblnson 
World Jewish Oongress
1834 Broad1'a, 
New Xork."23 

Dear Mr. Robin80n, 

Thank TOU for lour letter of Deoember 18. Thai Oftioe haa been 
established bl the Assooiation ot Jew1sh Refugees in 'Great Bri~noD 

the sug~e8tion ot, and haa ,been otf101ally reoogn1sed bl, the foreign

Offioe (German Seotion) tor the purpose ofaBsiating viotims ot Nazi 

perseoution and tbeir' suooessors in preparing ,and Pu'.r.~~~ng' tbelr ola1,m~ 

to restitution and oompensation. ',' 


We have been in olose oontaot with the British authorities 

ainoe o,ur tormation in Ma1:oh, 1947, wl th regard to oase work'and 

future legislation. In Ootober, 1947{ the Foreign Otfioe ai~ed us to 

oombine our work with other organizat ons interested in restitution 

matera, and our Unlted Restitution Offioe has been set up b1 


The, Oounoil tor the Proteotion of the Rights and Interests of Jews 
'!' trom GermanY', 

The Assoolation of Demooratio LawJers from German1, ' 
The E~Servioe (N.S.) 'Association, 
The Parliamentar,r Oommittee on Refugees,
The Refugee Allene Proteotlon Committee, and 
The Committee for Industrial Development trom Overseas. 

Our task i8 
to adviee and inform Oft all laws, ordlnanoes, deoisiona, eto., 

ooncernlng reeti tution in aD1 part ot OermaDJ, 

to assist In.getting lnformation trom German banks, courts, or Qther 

authorities whioh might be neoelsary to prove or substantiate olalme~ 

to assist olaimants who are not in a position to atto.rd the servioes 

ot a qualified legal adviser in preparing their applioations torre

gistration and, at a later, etage, to give suoh assistanoe a8 mar be . 

neoe8sal'7, . ' 

to aooept and pass on applioations for registration of olalms top the 

restitution of, or oompensation tor propert, los'••bloh mq be _4e to 

the Zentralamt tuer Vermoegenavenaltung (Sritlsh Zone), Bad:. menndort. 

Land Niedereaohsen German" with partioular referenoe to the' Brlti.~. 

General Order No. i 0 of Ootober 20, 1947. ~. 


. Olose contaot 1. maintalned between the British Foreignottio.
(German Seotlon) and our United Restitution Otflce, and while olaims 
not paSSing through our Otfioe will not be preJudioed in aD1 wal, 
all olaimants and the1r legal advisers ln this oountry are strongl,
advised to make use of our Otfloe. 

The British Foreign Ottioe (German Seotlon) has turther asked Ua to 
establish similar Restitution Ot",oe8 in other oountries where there are 
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manJ olalmants. i'ollowlng this s·uggestlon branoh ottloe. have been 
.et up 1n Austral1a, Belg1um, Oh1le, Palestlne, ~n4 Drugu.,. OUr 

. ,London Ottioe 1& aot1ng as the oentral oo-orc11nat1ng boAl. 

The que8t1on how arrangements oould b, made tor the 
representat10n ot the olaimants1n Germanl, eta., 1s atl1l under 
.~onllderat1on. ''I . 

We are look1ng torward to a 01018 oo-oper.t1on wlth JOur
Organ1zat1on." .. ,. 

THE UNITED RESTITUTION.OFFIOE 

5/ (Dr•. j'., Goldsohm1dt)'
Manager.. . 
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vI "" '., .;,r:' ,. , " "".. .. ;.';~i~Ji:fi.!~~r~~itty~C" 

AMERICAN .JOINTDISTRIT3Lt/J'lION' COMMITTE:m,', ,', 

~~ num DE T~HDRAN 
:BOBOPl!lAN ~OUTI'VlII PARI,s (8~)

'QOUNO:IL 

Paris Let.ter No. ;) 5 S-

To: AJDC NEW YOnK, Attention Hr. Emi Rock 

from: AJDC PARIS, Office of General Counsel 
AIM 23 ,948 

11e: OGC/GEH/l20l..- Preparatory Commission 

\~hen Hr. Fishol',Nr.· Nason and the undersigned met at Frankfurt we 
surveyed the \'./Ork done up till no..t by the Preparatory Office (Dr.' Peiser 
and Hr .. Grynblat) and saw tmt the following results had been.achieved '-: . up till now. '",. . 

(1) Communal }lI'operty had been listed ma>re or' less-completely for Hesse: 
and Ba.varia as far as immovable property of the Jewish communities, th~ 
selves is concarned o ' 

.€' 

The property of asoociationsand endowments has not yet been listed.,' u.. 
The lists for Wuertteillberg-Baden ~re incomplete. 'i .. . ,." ... 

1ie have again asked the gehtlemen concerned to check their lists agains't 
.the "Fuehrer durch das juedische Gemeindewesen 1933" Q.nd to complete their 
lists in 'this way. 

(2) As far as probable heirless property is concerned the Je\'1ish proper't,y 
has. only been listed fairly completely for Darmstadt and the surrounding 
rural districts and for Hesse. vUth regard to Hesse, our suggestion made.. './.. 
to Dr. Peiser some months :ago to 'a sk Dr. Epstein to provide official lists 
of 'all Jewish property in Hesse has been very successful. A great many of :" : 
these lists for the smaller places in Hesse have already come in and other 

, . lists ca.n be expected. It can be assumed that this will enable us to compile 
,-_ ~,a register of almost all Jewisr{Property in Hesse, and there is no reason to 
j tl~. doubt that the same procedure would not be successful in Bavaria and Wuerttem'!'" 

bergo An almost complete list of the Jewish property in Brtmen had already i 
been prepared whilst the undersigned was in the Br;itish Zone~' . \ , 

, ! ,f 

(3) This list£ng of property is', however, only the very first step in the work f 
to be done, and nothing has been done up to now to proceed further. The lists,f 
contain only the name of the fonn!3r owner, somet.1rre s the official d'l!Jcription 
of tho property as inscribed in the land register, the nominal value in 1939 . 
or before, and sometimes the name of the possessor... To file a claim we need 
of course far more information especially with regard to the act of confiscation. 
It will be tho first task of the undersigned when arriving in Germany at the 
beeinning of next month to prepare files contcdning all this in~l-mation at 
least with regard to the conununal property. 55004' 

/0.,. 
, .\' 
. ., 
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(4) No new sources to obtain information have been used by the Preparatory, 
Office apart from those suggest.ed to them ,some months a.go~ 'BY,chance",it 
was found that there exists in, F.rankfurt, .' , 

,:, 

,. (a) 	a complete registe~of all Jel(ish business which 
existed in Frankfurt during the Hitler regime, and 
for each business, exists a separate file giving 
apparently almost complete information with: regard 
to the business and the act of confiscation; 

• ,J.(b) 	a list containing the' names of those auctioneers and, 
,sheriffs who sold Jewish confiscated property. This 
list contains·the names of the officials concerned" 
of the person whose property l'laS sold, and there are' <.. 
even files containing the minutes of the 'auctionsJ ' ' 

(c) 	a card index containing the names of all Jews Wh093prOperty 
was confiscated.'Ther,e are ~~o files r~ferring. 60 ,:tl1ese ' 
confiscations., , .. ':" ,,/, . .:' ,::"<.:, ,>\, '.,. , 

·We are giv}Ilg you the information'of this verY·imp~rtantdisc~~eryjOr1l.y,;'aC~~~
ing to a report we haVE) just receivGd frpm Dr. Peiser.' As 'soonas:,~he ~ilder
signed will a.rrive in Frankfurt he ,will closelyex.amine the papers'a:ru;lstar,t 
to sort them outit If they ar~~ as complete as the' report ~~ems,to indicate~." 
they contaill all we, want for Frankfurt. " '-. . ,.: . " .d'f/. , 

. . " ., ;': . ! .~ ,,' .~ ";1.<;·: ' , 
It is also probable that if such papers exist, in Frankfurt they ·also e~s;t;i,:/;\ 
for. other' territories and we will search for them.· The files under'", (aLpro~bl 
refer to the registrat:i.<:m of, Jewish busmess as ,ordered by ordinance'of, :J.'¥l~~\'14 
19313, and such an index' shoul~ certainiY exist allover the, countr,y i!~:;t/~~s: 
not been destroy~d. - ' , " .. ,.,. ,:<:'S};~~~.'~: 

~, 	 ' , ! ,~ ~;"., f:/j~{,~li',' 

, (5) A further souce of infonnation are .the files of the Devisenaemter-wh1chi'\"; , 
were ,affiliated to the Oberfinanzpraesidenten.', ,Thez:e should 'beje' in;~h~:;~~:S~" 
-·Zone. We know that' the files" of the Devisenamt,:,in Munich still'. exist:'1;>u1:':::~ha.-t 
the files of' the Amt for Bremen ·have been destroyed. ' The' und.ersigned"wilL;';~:';';:"·

• 	 • I • 'I' " .. c'" 11-, .\ .,,';

search for the files of the other, Devisenaemter.' ,,' 	 ,;' ' ~; ..:..: j: i'/',,: 
• .,. '.',' '1'1.··· .,. I 	 . :··,.:.....;,?~t~J'·~'i 

(6) w/e are sure that by one way o~ the other·almost compl~te informatio'~'with 
regard to the immovable property and a great mass of informationwith'regard,t 
the immova,ble property can be ob;taire d. The problem is an administrativ:e-one, 
to. examine the mas's, of information, to compile it into individual flJ,es 'which 
can .be made. the basis for the, claim,. and-to 'prepare 'the claim~liself. The '" ' 
undersigne'd will, try to get as' much, of th~ preparatory work a.s, possible done. ' , 
by the German authorities. The pr,eparing 'of the' claim, however" .wil;l hav:~. t,o 
be done"by our personnel. . t,' ", " ,,' ~"".; 

The under,signed has b,een authorised to hire 50 indigenous perspns for', the' staf 
He is, however, rather doubtful that he will find sufficient capable persons 
under t,he conditions of emplol'IDent which can be oft'er,ed to them.'·, 

" 

. i 

, 
'" 

\" 
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(7) The great administrative problan is, of cqUrse,tl}e collecting ~f 
information for the· heirless property claims.' As the period for filing 
claims for heirless property rea.lly .endsat the same time as the period' ",,,, !, . ',,' ;.

, for filing of claims '(Jlst December 1948);' w,~ will have to prepare , ,',,' ,c" 

nUr.l.erous claims \'lhich in the' end will not be claims for heirless property'... ·;, 
h '.

/>nnd will, as far as the Successor Organisation is concerned" have tQ be ' 
_,;, withdrawn. We can only reduce unnecessary woI'k as much as, possible if r 

·•... i 
' we .CB.n get the lists of claims already filed by claimants with the Central 

Filing Agency. As long as we are not rE!cognized it will be difficult to 
cbtain this infonnation. Even if we obtain it much superflwus work will, 

'} ')have to be done, as most ,of the claimants: willppobably file their claims ' 
rat.her late. ' , . , 

I 

(8) We are enclosing a specimen of the index' card nsed by the Preparatory 
Office in Frankfurt. Unfortunately, however , on mes t of t,he cards only the; 
first t'l'/O lines have been completed."........ 


,.~<{. 

;~f 

/~''i'' 

'1 

;,' ' ~. 

Dr., g.~orgeiWeis 
l> ",: !', , Attorney 

f. 
GVi/hf 

!' 

, Enco' 

'.'::,', 

..' 

" 

" , 

{ ... 
" 

, .,' 

:. ' 

/" 

,.....,... 
't, .~ ;:' :, 

344527 



