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th(!: Offic$ of AIleD Property went througb the Ihtos and checked oU those 

names ata to which title claims _ .. tha.t h. clai.ms for r(,:turn of the: property -_. 

alreAdy existed. Cuite clearly. except in those C I1IHHl in which the cla.im 

might be disallowed, these names did not repr;euent ass~ts to which the 

Jewish R.estitution 5w:ceS80r o.rganization could properly lay cla.im. since 

it. can, btuy case, ask tor the return to it only of unc1a.im,{\d propt'!rty. 

The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization then filed. i\~ putative 

successor' under Public Law.6Z6, thousand" of cla.ims. which in gl!iDoral -

tho 'Ugh not entirely ~- refiected thOSE! names &$ to which no conflicting title 

claim was pending. This was a~umenta.l task. which had to b(f. completed 

by mid ..August. 1955. 

i'iubseqv.eDt to the rUing of these;- claims, th€: Je,wish :."estitution 

Successor Organization again engaged upon a refining proc~ai.i. It undertook 

to re ..examin~ and ar&aly~e its lists. in order to w1thdrav~r a.ll of thosl1.\ claimlh 

which appear to be Dot weU·founded. In this proC~31:l. some tho1.u:anda of 

e laima hav~ been withdraWJ'1. 

Tbel'e al'e now OD record aDd docketed with the Office of Alien 

Property Bome 6. ,899 Jewiah Re.titution Successor Organization cIa! mD. 

Of these, there Ie eo coDfiictiDg claim in 4,558 cascs, anel there 16 an adverse 

title or debt claJm I.e 2, J41 case.. It should be pOinted out that for preseDt 

purpos.s it hal ben Hce••ary to lump together adver.e title and debt clai.ms, 

so that it may b. pl'e.1UIled. that even in the latter cate,ory of caaea aome 

...&lues wID accnae to the Jewt.ah Restitution SUcce.sor Organisation. a8summg, 

a8 
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a6 seems reasonable. that debts aga.inst vested aliHh~t6 do not in a.iliJ£Jtf 

come to 100 perceDt of the value. of those assets. 

The above J"8cital is, we believe, sufficient to i.ndicate:" the 

absolute necessity of legislation which would permit and direct the Office 

of Alien Pl"operty to work out a bulk settlement of these c.laims with th~ 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization. In the ab:i~nce of a bulk 9~ttle-

menl, the Jewish Restitution. Succ:eS8or Organication -""" which by statute is 

pl"ohibited from debiting any of thesEJ £uda to its administrative expeftee~ -

would bave to prOCeIJ8 at least 4 .. 500 individual cla.ims. The ordinary dahnant 

haa difficulty enou.gb in as&embling proofs and evidence. And he. it wi.ll he 

remembered. knows what property he is claiming, what his proofs are • 

where the property was located in the United States, what bank held his 

deposit, etc. In almost no case is the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

in posse8sion of this kind of basic information at the outset. To the extent that 

such information 1& at all HavaUable", it is likely to be in gov~rnmental fllei 

which for one .reason or another bear a s;;;curity cla.ssification, and therefore 

may not be open to the Jewish RoesUtutioD. Successor Organization.. Ascertain

ing the facts and a.sembling the proofs in thou$ande and thousands of cases, 

where by definition the ori,1Dal owners and their entire families are dead and 

vanbhed. their recorda leDerally b\1.l'Dt or de .troyed. is an adminish'ative 

and practical task of such mapltucle &8 to stagIer the imagiDation. It is so 

great a task. in fact, that it 8.I'1o••1y jeopal'dlZe8 the clear objective which 

the Congress lJou,ht Ia eaactla& Public Law 6%6 - - the prcrriai01l of heirle•• 

fUlld.. apeedUy all. wttbnt ctedu.ctioD of any kind. for tbe relief of surviving. 
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needy persecutees DOW in the United States. It is certain that the sponsoring 

;;}enators and the Congre8u did Dot anticipa.te the enormity of this adminietra

tive task wbea l?ubl ic Law 626 was enacted. 

Moreover, the processing of thh vaat number of claims would 

throw an intolerable burden DOt merely on the Jewisb Restitution Succe:HJor 

Organiza.tion. but also on the Office of Alien Property. Even on the basis 

of th~ Office of Alien Property's present workload. it would be years ~efore 

it could procestli this volume of elaims. Should legisla.tion be passt3d by the 

next session of Congress which provides for a program of partial or other 

returns to former enemy owners, the burden on the Offic~ of .Alien Property 

will he increased. Under these c:lrc:umsta.ncsii,. if the purposes of Public 

Law 6Z6 are to be attained. a. bulk settlement of the Jewish Htlstitution 

Succeaaor Organisation claims is a necessary amendmel'lt to the Trading 

With the Enemy Act. 

There is ample precedent. in heirless propEirty matters. for bulk 

sdtlements. Bulk settlements have in fact been worked out by the Jewish 

Restitution SucceS80r Organisation with the various GermaD laender .- that 

h, German states ... in the American zone of Cicrmany and in Berlin. (Similar 

French and British aucceSBor organizations ha.ve alao worked out bulk settle

ments in the Fl'ench aacl Britbh IIcmes.) Theae bulk settlements have had the 

enthusiastic .eMOl'aemellt and 8.pport of the 'United States Govemment. of 

the Bona and la.eacler lovenm••h. aDd of all intel'BBted in achieviftl relief 

and Dot in ahuln•• paper.. They pJ'Ovic!e a method for c:uttiDg throulh what 

would 
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would otherwise be years of fruitless and expensiv(~ proceiS sing of thoulilands 

of individual claiD,'ls. 

A bul.k settlement, of course. must be worked out on the baais of 

estimates. Estimates. however, are infinitely to be preferred to a long 

drawn out aad highly expensive procedure which can reiSult only in the build.ing 

up of enormous adm1niatrativ~ expenses which would have to be born~~ by the 

charitable funds -- not to neglect the appropriation of 8ub&tannal amounts 

which would have to be provided to the Office of Alien Property so that it 

could process these thousande of individual claimii;. 

The lewish llestituUon SUccGssor Organization hag therefore worked 

out step-by- step procedures wbichwiU minimize the risk of erro.r in the 

preparation of the necessary f:stbnatelll upon which a. t)u1k settlement can 

be based. It ha.s discuoSled these plans with officials of the Exee,utive and 

Lellhiative Branches in order to make them as ca.reful and the resulta as 

accurate a~ possible. I should like to take a few moment6 to describe these 

proc: edurcs. 

I have already pointed out that tbere haa been a very careful 

winnowing of the! claim. OIl file before the Olfic e of Alien Prop~ rty. with 

the result that there art! 4,518 of what we may call clear cla.ims -- that b. 

claims as to which there 11 neither an adVfl:r8e title claim nor any debt claim 

pending. In addition, OM mU8t. of course, reckoD with the Z. 341 claims of 

the Jewish Be.Utudoa Saccea.ol' OI'laniaattora. where there t. some adverse 

title or debt claim.; Del OM IIlUt aleo take mto accouat the pos.ibility that 

the BO-CaD ed oamtbu.. accoaat. of iw18. or other baaldDI institutions may 

contaia .ub.taatlal ........ 01 heirle•• pJ'operty. 

,'y: '!' 
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The Jewish Restitution Successor Organiza.tion does not aS$ume 

that all of the claims on file by it repre.sent heirless property. Clearly. 

if the property covered by these claims was Jewish. and if there is no 

adverse claim, the property is heirless and unclaimed. Persc:cutecs or 

their heirs have had the right since 1946 to fUE! individual claims for the 

return of their property. If they have not done so, the presumption is 

inescapable that the property is heirleas -- a presumption recognized, in 

fact, in Public Law 626. The problem therefore is to find out how m.any 

of the claims thus on file represent persecutee propl!:rty. In order to. do this. 

the Jewhh Restitution Succeeaor Organization hali taken an entirely random 

sampling of the claims. This sampling wa.fJ made ontirely on the bash of 

the chance occurence of addresselll in the material made available to the 

Jowish Restitution Successor Organization by the Office of Alien Property. 

In other words. if the Jewhh Restitution Successor Organization had the 

. address of the putative persecutee in such a way as to make investigation 

possible, that name was lrlc1uded on a list, and the list was $cnt to Germany 

for investigation. The invcstisators wert.' instructed to look at birth records, 

land records, the church or .Jewish community records. the records of the 

International Tracing Service - - anything which would indicate wbetbar the 

persoll in who•• name the claim had been fUed by tbe Jewish Restitution 

Successor OraaaisatloD a. aw:ce••or was or was not a persecutee. was or 

was not alive, did 01' clld. Del bav. heire. etc. 

The result. of dal. laveltllatloll al'e DOt .a yet entirely tn. However, 

sufficient inlol'matiea baa already come to the Jewbh ae.tltut1oD SlIcce.aor 

Ozolula.tioa 
." ," 
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Organization to bld.icate that at least 50 percent of the Jewish Restitution 

:";uccessor Organisation claims are legitimate claimll to heirless property 

properly cognizable under PubUc Law 62.6. Vlhere pertJOD8 can be tracked 

down through bbtb. :records, etc •• a very large proportion of Jewish persecutee 

names occur in the Jewish Restitution -Succesi:lIor Organization sampling. 

In a number of other cases, it has found that of. let us say. 100 people living 

in the town ol Fraokiort DOne of the names taken trom the Jewisb Restitution 

5ucceasor Organization aamplillg ls now indicated as living there any longer. 

,The only r~a!lon why this would. be so h that the.e, persona all died or were 

'removed duriftg the war. That; thelilJf::' persons, who originally came from 

Frankfort, have never been found in that city again since the end of the war. 

ca.rries an overwhelming presumption that they perisbed in Nazi concentration 

camps. 

1f, therefol'e.we estima.te that SO percent of the Jc·.vish Restitution 

$ucces,or Organization claims -- and on the basis of present information 

tbis irJ a very conservative estimate -- represents legitimate heirless 

property claims. we are then faced with the problem of determining what 

the average value of the Jewish Restitution .successor Organization claims is. 

Here, we have the benefit of some statistical material which hillS been prepared 

on two separate oecasloas aDd. by two separate sets of people. 

Firat. the Office of Allea Property it.elf took some 40 claims 

entizoel,. at ru,dom and checkecl thes. to 80e _bat the value of tAe se claim. 

was. It fOUDCl the total valu• ., the.e 40 claims to be $ • The 

claim 
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cla.im with the largest value was $12.1,000. The one with the smallest 

value was $4.25. The average value per claim was aver $3.000. 

The manner in which these claims are distributed by value is vtuy 

i.nformative. Of tho 40 claims, one was below $5 and one above $120.000. 

The largest number -- 14 -- was btltween $S.OQOand $~, QOO. The next 

largest numbers -- 8 and 9 respectively •• were in the $8,000 and the $10,000 

categories. 

Entirely independently of the above Olfice of Alien Property analyab, 

in 1950 .... before passage of Public Law 626 -- an analysis was done in Nc'",' 

York from vesting orders which at that time wer!t available in the New York 

ofiice of the Office of Alien Property. Again at random, 177 clai.ms \V,;;re 

anaiyzed. In these case., a total value was found of ~ZOZ, 014. 06. ThiliJ c.ame 

to an a.verage value per claim of $1,141. 3a, a figure sub~tantiaUy 1e"6 than 

that based on the limited Office of Alien Property analysis. It will bE! noted 

that the Ofiice 01 Allen Property sampling includes one claim of over $120,000, 

which lifts what I may call eo_ without suggesting that it has been a.dopted by the 

Qovel'nment .... the Office of Allen Property average. But in any case. it would 

appear that the averale h well over $1,000 per claim. -- and thb is, on these 

figul'es, most conservative. 

One may therefore take at least 50 percent of the 4. SS8 clear Jewish 

Restitution SUc.cessor ~1&Di.ati.. claim. to repra.eDt claims cognizable 

under Public Law 626. TlMflpr•• ladleate an averaae value of upwU'dl of 

$1.000 pel' claim. OIl til...ale alGae. ODe arrive. at an ostimate 01 $2..250.000 

.a 
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as the total value of Jewish Restitution Suc.ceasor Organization claims. If one 

takes the average at th1t: $3,000 suggested by theOffic·e of Alien Property 

atlalyaia. the unouat Jump. to over $6,800.000. And this neglect. the values 

which are inherent in the 2.,341 claims of the Jewisb l:testitution ~ucces&or 

Organization a. to which there is some adverse title or debt claim. as well 

as the properties mvo1ved m th.e lJo·called omnibus accounts. 

In addition, 1 have Bot iDcluded in thel(£ figure s the amount involved 

in the so ..called von Clemm. claim. Here: w~ have aVlSr $900,000 worb of 

dla.rnond.8# aS3el'tedly obta~ed from the infa.JllOU6 Diamond !(ontor of Berlin, 

whOle sole function waa the disposal of diamonds looted fr.,.m Jewish perEi~cutees. 

Thb claim is presently beio'J'c a hearing: examiner of t:hl; Office of Ali:n Property, 

and the Jewish Restitution SUccesl8orOrganh:aUon has presented its claim and 

will present evid.ence during the course of the hearing. Official reports of the 

United States HiSh Commissioner in Germany will Mhow that the.: Diamond 

Kontor existed for the purpose of disposing of loote.d gems. 

fill) Jewish Restitution SuC:CCCOQI' Organization therefore suggests 

an amendment which will authorize and direct the settlement of its claims 

by paymant of an amoat not 1es8 than $.2 millioD nor more than $3 million. 

The $3 mlllion totalilmitatlon which is present in Public Law 626 provides a 

cetlmg which waa 1D.aertec! with clue l'ega:rd for financial avaUabUltiee presented 

by the Office of Alt8ft hope1'ty ta cODDection with the leglalattve consideration 

of that law. In adc:llttOD. S. 2~Z1 _. aDd we assume other lepllatlon of similar 

import .. - will sive a "cuab1oD'i of 8.rp1u8 property fundi, ahoulcl fUlul. art.iDa 

&om veetecS propel'tJ p"..... a.· but Uleely to be the ca••, .. be iaeu.Uicleat 

345197
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The text of the amendment proposed by the Jewish Restitution 

~UeCe$60r Organization haa previoulJly been submitted to counsel for this 

Subcommittee. to the Office of Alien Property, and to the Department of State. 

We feel tha.t the amendment will enable- a prompt and equitable resolution of 

these claims. We feel that it will enahle the original purpose 01 the Congress 

in enacting Public Law 616 to be carded out. We foel that it wUl rrt'sult in 

funds expeditioutdy and wltho'lt a tremendou$ burden of administration coming 

into the hands of agencies which can use them for actual and direct relief and 

rehabilitation purposes. as wae originally contemplatedoy the Congress. And 

we feel that this unendment is good for tbe Gove rnment. good for the charitable 

and rellef organi.atioDIS which are concerned.. and e specially good for the 

mtended beneficiaries. The Conlreas has declared that the funds left in the 

United States by those who pedahed in the Mad concentration camps should 

be ulJr.::d tor the benefit of surviving victims who are now in the United 3tates 

and arc needy. It is incumbent upon Uli to take measures to ensure that this 

intention is carried out aDd that these funds are m&d& available whih; the 

intended benefi.ciarie. are sUU allve to receive their benefit. 

Attached to my atatement there is a text of a proposed amelldment. 

which. on bebalf of the 'ewin ll••titution SUCCe8801' Organization -- and. 

think 1 CaD al.o aay. OIl beba1fof au those interested in the welfare of theae 

survtvtna victim. of Nasi pereecution -- 1 earne8tly commend to the .ympa

thetic atteDtioa of We Subcommittee aDd of theCODiJr. 8B. 

ThaIIkyou lor you attention aDd·.for your ~e. 
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FIt0bh Eugene Heves1 

SUBJECTtLegislation Now Pending in the U.S. Congress lor the Limit.ed. Retu:rn 
of German Property. 

On June 6, 1955, all Acbrdnistrat.ionb1l1 W.as introduced in tho first session 
ot the 64th Congress under S. 2227 tor tho purpose ot amending Us Trading with the 
Enem:,y Act and the War Cl.:!ima .Aot 1ft order to permit the limited return of enerDT 
?roperty vested b1' tba U. S. Go'Nrnmant. The draft is narr pending in the Committee 
on Interstate and. Foreign Commel'08. By far the greatest portion ot the: as:,ets 
t:> be !~rtected by the pending legislntion was cnmed by nat1onru. of Germany. 
Amending bills to tbi\ Trading with the Enemy Act were also introduced by' fienators 
Langer, KUgare, Dirksen and Cle.nlta, but we are interested in the Admi.'1istrntion 
bill S. 2227 alone. 

This draft bill provide. tor a limited return, as 6. llUitter of gr;~ce J of 
property or proceeds Gp to a value of 810,,000 to ;;';DY one individual. Property 
of charitable, religious and educational. organizations maj' be returned y:itoout 
regard. to its value. Important fram our point of' view is the second p;~.rt of the 

. dr~ift· which establishes Ci fund of $100,000,000 to finance payments" not; in exeeee 
of 810,000 per person, to certain U.5. nationf'u's h.wing certain ol.dms I;lgainst 
Oerm.-.ny arising out of World 18&1" n. 

The establishment of the proposedltOcrmr.n Claims Fund" 1il.':~y prove 
important from the point ot v1enr or Jewish rei:.lgee interests, because tnere seem..c; 
to be some possibilit.1.to suggest amendments to the pending bUli'lhich may achieve 
the follmring two deaiderata. 

(a) The inclusion ot a provision which would il.uthorize our Government 
to E:rrange tor a bulk settlement with tht: Jevrish Rest.itution S:.lccessor Organiz~
tion of heirless properties contained in the mass of t.hese anemy assets which 
othor-::ise wou1d have to be cla imed itmo-by-itGm in a long and wearisome process 
of indiVidual treatment, costly to both the JRSO und t.he Office of the CU:iJtodian 
of AUen Property. All this 1s baaed em the previous W!ondmant to the Trading 
with the EneID1 Act wh1cb .i.ppointacl the JRSO as 8Uccossor in 1ntonJ3t to such 
heirless assets of Jews bel.d 1ft the U.S. anti with regurd to which you were kind 
enough to' testily last year. 'rlw propo88d. amend.ment would change only the technique 
ot r'.Jleasing tnese !'unda to the dRSO. 

(b) An extension ot el1gibUlty tor claiming w.ar dam.:~b-e payments. to 
include not only U.5. c1t1sena and parsons who owe permanent allegionce 1;0 the 
U.S., but cl.so former aliena .Do were Rul persecutees and who became citizens 
of tho U.S.prior to tbe enact1'ii8iit of thO pendiiii legislation. 

Some ts. ago, 1Ir. Barlao Woad, General Counsel of the Sonate SUb
OOlll'l1ittee of the Judiciary banll1llg the b1ll UDder the cnail'lBl:msbip ot Senator 
Ol1D Johnston. 1ntoruad US that hear1n&& will behold in Washington an Noftmber 
29 and )0 cn this leg18lat.ion t.oDd 57 Ruhin asked b1m to l'8ael"98 time for us to 
tesilty 18 connection witbtheae des1re4 Rmendmants. 

3.45199 
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As usual, 1~ are dealing wi th these problems in collaborution AJC (GEN-IO) 
with the Jewish Restitution successor Organization. As you kn~'7 the Box 295 
American Jewish Committee,lDd the American Jewish Congress Hre usuallY File 2 
serving as spokesmen for th~se interests. Within this set-up, it was fl(;reed 
to proceed in the present case as folloW'S. 

On the amendment mentioned under (a) above regarding t.he bulk settle
ment question, 5y Rubin should testif1. 

On the second amendment, dealing 1i1 th the extension of eligibility» 
two Jewish test:lJD.onies seem to be requizoed each or tb:em to propose slightl1 
different criteria of eligibillt7. Our request to you is tn<it you kindly 
testify on the basis indicated under b) a.bove namal that ltenem1es of' America'. 
former ene!ilLis," i.e.tnHazi crsecutees W 0 meanwhi.l.e C,<l:119· .s. cit,~?;.~ns! 
.&; entitled :,0 share the naflts of war damage payments from the 
"German Claims Fund. R At the same time, Abraham Hyman, Director of the American 
Jewish Congress, is supposed to testify on the somewhat broHder basis that 
eligibUity should be extended. to former u.s. residents who became citiz~!nr,; 
before the date of enactment, of this law. This dual Hporo;'Jch may help t.he 
proposal .. by offering the la1fllakers 0. choice bstweeD't'Wo:c.pproaahes to the same goal. 

T~1i8, is, of cour.... only a sketchy outline of the proposition. Attf.1ched 
please find the text of the statement t.o be made before the Sub-Committee which, 
I believe, is detailed enough to Berve as guidance for answering questions that may 
emerge. 

We ore all vary grateful tor your great helpfulness and for the sscrifice it 
involves. We have, of course, notified the Senate Sub-Cormaittee ti:Ult you can 
appear only on No'fttmber 30th but not the day before. The hearing:J com.'OOnce at 
10100 a.m. on both days, in Room 457 of the Senate Office Building. I shill let 
you 1mOW' all further details as soon as possible. 

EHlhg 

Encl. 

001 Seymour J. i(ub1n 

l""} ,A. Jr- t) 1) t) . 
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TO: Hr. Alan }·1. Stroook 

FROlil 	 Eugene Heved 

SUBJECT: 	 Legislation NOH Pending in the u.s. Congress for the Limited Heturn 
of German Property'. ...... 

On Juno S, 1955, draft billa \lere introduced in the first session of 

the 84th Congress under 1m 6730 and 5.2227 for the purpoae of amond:l.ng the 

Trading with the Ene~ Act and the War Claims Act in order to perr,~t the limited 

return of' ene:tItY property vested by the U.S. Government. Tho draft is now pend

ing in the ComJaittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. By far the greatest'·" 

portion of the assets to be affected by the pending legl.slation \las oYned by 

nationals of Ge~. 

The draft bill provides for a linuted return, as a matter of grace, of 

property or prooeeds up to a value of' $10,000 to any one individual. Property 

of charitable, religious and educational organizations may be returned -..rl.thout 

regard to its value. Important from our point of vj,ew is the second part of the 

draft which establishes a fund of' $100,000,000 to finance ~ents, not in oxcess 

of $10,000 per person, to certain U.S. nationala having certain claims against 

Germany arising out of World War II. 

The ostablishment of the proposed "German Claims Fund" m~- prove 

important from the point of view of' Jewish refugee interests, because there Beems 

to be some possibility to suggest amendments to the peDding bill vhich may aohieve 

the following two desiderata. 

(a) The inolusion of a provision which would authorize our Government 

to arrange for a bulk settlement with the Jewish Restitution Suooessor Orge.niza

tiOD of heirless properties oontained in the mass of these en~ assets whioh 

othe1"'W1se would ha'f8 to be ala1med i tem-by-itam in a long and wearisome process 
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of individual treatment, oostly to both the JH.sO and the Dffioe of tiI~ c'list6lWah2 

of Alien Property. All this is baaed on a previous amondment to the l'rading 

with the Enemy Aot whioh appointed the JRSO as succesoor in :interest to such 

heirless assets of Jeys held in the U.S. The proposod amonc.;<;ant would change 

only the technique of releasing these i"ul'lde to the JRSO. 

(b) An extension of eligibility for claiming war dmJage p~~ents, to 

include not only U.S. citizens and persons who owe permanent allegienoe to the 

u.S., but also former aliens who were Nazi persecutees and ,·mo became citi2.ens 

of the U.S. prior to the enaotment of the pending legislation. 

Some time ago, Mr. Harlan Wood, General Counael of the Senate Sub-

COlmnittee handling the bill under the chairmanship of Senator Dlin Johnston, 

informed us that hearings will be held in Washington on Hover:iber 29 and 30 on 

this legislation and Sy Rubin asked him to reserve time for us to testif.y in 

connection i-lith these desired amendments 0 

Kindly note that we are dealing with these problems in collaboration 

with the Jewish Restitution Successor CTg~~ization. It has become a working 

system to deal "lith these JeYish interosts thrOUGh two parallel organizational 

spokesmen before the Congress: The Aroorican Je\.rish Co::n"n.ittee and the AEerican 

Jewish Congress. Within this set-up, it ws agreed to proened in the present 

case as tallow: 

On tho amendment mentioned under (a) above regarding the bulk settle

ment question, Sy Rubin should testifY. 

On the second amendment, dealing with the extention of eligibility, 

tl.:O Jewish testimonies seem to be required/each of them to propose slightly 

d1fterent.oriteria ot eligibi11~. Our request to you is that you kindlY 

test1r.v on the basis indicated under (b) above, samek that "enemies ot America'. 

toper smmaea , II 1,'., l'fyi perpeautees who tleapwhile beaameU.S, citizemh 
" . , 

be entitled to ahar. in the benefits of war damage pa;yments tIM the 

.. ; 345202 
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of the American 

Jewish Congress, is supposed to testif.y on the somewhat broader basis that 

eligibilit,y should be extended to formar U. s. resident§ who beoame citizens 

before the date of enactment of this law. This dual approach may help the 

proposal: by offering the lawmakers a. choice betwoen two approaches to the same goal. 

This is, of course, only a sketchy outline of a proposition, in itself 

not too complicated. Hithin a few da.Y's, we shil submit to you the text of tbll 

testimotlY, \-lith a more detailed background synopsis. 

~le 'VlOuld appreciate, however, your prompt attention to the question 

whethor you will be able to testify before the Sub-Committee in \~ashington, 

eHher on ;iovenber 29 or .30. We need your urgent decision beoause the program 

of the hearings must b(~ ostablished well in advanoe and W!;iUSt notify 

I':!r. ~lood officially wi thin a da.; or two. 

2::H:mh 



YJVd lUi ~'('l d~ 


At'" JfW. C...,." (Ge'l" -/.)
. tI.-.. ~:'::/;' 	 ~~~. 
I~"X ~ 'i ~ Fl e 'l. 

.Tune 29. 1955 

Mr. Saul Kalan 
.Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 
Z70Madison Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Dear Saul: 

I enclose herewith a self-explanatory motion and memorandum 

in support thereof. 

. I would appreciate your looking at the memorandum and giving 

me any comments which you may have. 

Sincerely yours, 

Seymour.T. Rubin 

Enclosure: 

Motton and Memorandum. 

cc: 	 Dr. Heveet 
Mr. Loewe.thal 
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In the l\U.ttera of: ) 


) 

Werner von Clemm ) 


Title Claims Nos. 9905, ) 

1273. 1272, 27357 ) 


) Docket No. 183 
Pioneer Import Corporatio~ ) 


Title Claims Nos. 7132, ) 

63799 ) 


) 


et at ) 


MOTION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

The Jewiab Restitution Successor Organization. acting pursuant 

to the proviaion8 of Public Law 6'26, 83rd Congress, Second Scssio:' 

and of the Executive Order baued January 13, 1955. by the President 

of the United States. entitled. "Administration of Section 3Z (b) of the 

Trading with the Enemy Act". hereby moves for leave to intervene in 

the above-entitled matters and requests the issuance of an order granting 

such intervention and requirilll that notice of all motions or other steps 

in the above-entitled. matter. be liven to it through ita Washington counsel. 

Mr. Seymour J. R'DbiD, 183% Jefferaon Place, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 

A memorandum in support of this motion i8 attached bereto. 

l\eapectfully submitted.: 

Jewt..b Restitution Succe• .or Organization 

:'-,. 
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Memorandum 111 Suppert of Motion for Leave to Intervene 

The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization is a charitable 

membership orga.za.bation 1I1corporated under the laws of the State of 

New York. It baa, a1l1ce its inception, acted as the officially designated 

succe.sor 1D iDtel'eat to properties of Jewish victims of Na.zi action 

who died without heb., in those cases in which said properties were 

located within the United States zone of Germany and in the Western 

zones of BerllD.. In this connection, it has acted a8 an instrument of 

United States poUey in Germany for the implementation of Military 

Oovenunent Law 59 and othel' similar legislation and has been design.ated 

for this task. by the UDited States authoritiee. 

Public Law 626. 83rd Congress, Second Session, added Section 32 (b) 

to the Trading with the Enemy Act, as amended. This section provided, 

in briel. that heirless .saets in the United States should be claimable by 

a succesaor organization. which organization should be deemed to be the 

leaal succe.sor in interest to victim. of Nazi action who had died without 

heh's aDd who had had property vested or to be vested by the Alien 

Property ClIstodian in the Ulllted. State.. The legislation authorized the 

PI'.s14eat of the UDite4 State. to designate such a successor organization 

or ol',wsatioaa, l1pOJl the making of satisfactory commitmeat. by any 

appUcant 



YIVO 347.17 
AJC (GEN-10) 
Box 295 

-2- File 12 

applicant organisation as tel the manner 1n which it would dispose of 

such proceeds or properties as were returned to it. ctc. On January 13. 

1955, upon the application of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

to be designated as successor in lntereet to Jewish heirless property. 

an Executive Order so deaipating the Jewish Restitution Successor 

Organization was issued and published by the President of the United 

States. 

Pursuant to this legislation and statutory mandate, the Jewish 

Restitution Succ6asor Or,aDization has filed claims. based upon such 

information as was available to it. with the Office of Alien Property, 

and continues to flle such claims. Of necessity, the Jewish Restitution 

Successor Organization is without specific information as to the details 

of many of the situations in which it is entitled and in duty bound to act. 

In many casea, information as to whether property exists. as to whether 

property in fact belonged to a persecutee and a8 to whether such property 

is in fact heirless. is DOt at present available to the Jewish Restitution 

Successor Organization. aud arrangements have been made by agreement 

with the Office of Alien Property for the fUing of claims upon a basis of 

information and beUef, subject to later verification of the actual facts. 

This procedure haG bean found aecesllary by the Office of Alien Property 

and the Jewish B.est1tutloa Succe.sor Organisation for the implementation 

of Public Law 626 aD.tl for the acAievement of ita purpo•••• 

In the 

. . ... >, ::,.' '~ 
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In the above-entitled mattera. information has been received 

by the Jewish Restitution Successor Organiza.tion that certain diamonds 

an-d other gems which are the subject of several of the vesting orders 

involved in the above-entitled matters. are property which was looted 

from Jewish perseeutees now deceased. without heirs. Should this be the 

fact, the Jewish Restitution. Successor Organization is entitled to ol.)tain 

the return of 8\1cb properties, since they would dearly be covered by the 

mandate of Public Law 6Z6.;i~lthough at the present time the validity of 

this claim cannot be definitely stated. a sufficient basis does exist to 

justify intervention by the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

in the above-entitled matters. with right to examine the records. to 

appear at such hearings as may be held, and to have all other rights of 

a full participant in the proceeding. 

The granting of this motion for leave to intervene will in no way 

impede the progress of the proceeding and will merely aSElure the of.ficially 

designated 8ucces.O'r organization under Public Law 626 of the possibility 

of carrying out its atatutory mandate. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

By 
Seymour J. Rubin.. Wiil.shington Counsel 
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September 30, 1953 

1\1r. Jacob Blaustein 
Presidel1t 

The American Jewish Committee 

American Building 

Baltimore, Maryland 


My dear Mr. Blaustein: 

You will recall that the Director-General of. the I.H.u. has 
been responsible for the administration of the Fund of ~i2S million which 
was E'!stablished out of German assel-s in neutral countries by the terms 
of Article 8 of the Paris Reparation Agreement. 

For some years past, both in my then capacity as DirectQr
General of the LR.D. and in my present capacity as Liquidating Trustee 
of the I.R.O. Reparation Fund, I have been attempting, through the 
means at my disposal, to implement the provisions of Article 8 and :..:f 
subsequent international agreements, which have remained unf~lfilled 
cnly because the full payments had not, and in fact still have not, been 
made. It is my pleasure to report to you, however, that a substantial 
payment, in the amount of 12, 89~ , 91"( Sriiss f.rancs was in fact made by 
the A:j.lied Governments - the United States, the United KingdoJ'l'"l and 
France - out of funds held by them in SwitzE-rland as a result of t.he re
cently concluded agreements in cunnection with German assets in 
Switzerland. 

Of the above sum, 90% is to go for the relief of Je~ish 
non-repatriable victims of Nazi action. The other 10% is being used for 
non-Jew,1sh victims. The payments to the qUC1lLficd Jewish relief agencies, 
whi('h have already expended these funds on prograi'rs prevlolJsly approved 
by the T.R.0., have already been made. 

Accomplishment of the payment to the I.R.v. Reparation 
Fund has been a di fficul t and an arduous task. r~any obstacles have inter
vened. These have proceeded from the intriCacies of the Swiss-Allied 
Ac~ord of 1946, from various objections to the transfer of funds to the 
l.R.:). Reparation Fund, from questions arising from changing rates of 
exchange, and so forth. Throughout this period of difficulty the American 

~ ,
:j 
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.Jewish Committee has maintained a strong and an active interest and has 
taken a leading part in ensuring the soll.d sup;)ort of the Department of 
State and of the United States Government. The representations made 
through the American Jewish Committee in washington have been of the 
utmost value, as was also the assistance extended by the Committee 
through its Washington Foreign Affairs Counsel to the American Embassy 
in London during the summer just past. 

I should like you to be a\Olare of my appreciation for these 
efforts and for the great contribution made by the Ameri~an Je~~sh 
Committee to the cause both of Jewish and of non-Jewish victims of 
Nazi action. Tn saying this, I trust that I may r~ly on your active in
terest and help in connection with the ccnsiderable funds which still 
remain to be paid. 

In view of the delicate nature of the intergovernmental 
negotiations involved, both in the past and in the future, I should appreCiate 
your f,;iving this letter no publicity. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Dr. John Slawson, 
Executive Vice President of the American Jewish Committee. 

Very sincerely yours, 

J. Donald Kingsley 
Liquidating Trustee, 
Paris Reparation Refugee Fund 



.... ,'..,. ~~~~, 
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Jdr. George Vi. Perk1nB 
Assistan.t Secretary for fl1ropean Affairs 
Depart.mellt or Stete 
WashL~tonJ D. c. 

My dear Mr. Perkins I 

The Director General or the Intern;;::tioruU. Refugee Organi~~e.tion, 
Llr. J. Donald Kingsley, has requested tbnt I cOUllllW1icate l'IithlOu wlth respect 
to the balance or 17,205,600 &"i89 francs and the 100,000,000 escudos which are 
due to th~. I1~ in connection with the ::h~iss and Fortuguese Aecords, in accordance 
'With Article B of Part I or the F'inal Act of the Paris Conference l)n t·,eparation 
and. the F'ive rbwor Agreement of June 1946. 

I. 

Mr. Kingsley detsins to bring this matter to your ilmnedi.8t.e atten
tion at this time because of t he long delay in the receipt of thl':lse funds by the 
IRa. This delay tin prevented important relief and reh.!lbillttit.ion actions for 
the benefit of the large class ot non-repatrlablc victi:ms of German ecti'JD who 
were to reeeivs immediate assistance under the aforementioned Allied agreements. 

As the Department of St.ate is aware, the IH.Cl, in addition to its 
croad human!t.;;.rian tasle of reestablish1nc: refugees, W'!:iS charged b;7" j.rticle :!;. of 
Part I of the Final Act of the i'aris Confer;:;nce on it.op~,r<ltion nth am"linister1ng 
eerUdJl special rehabilitation and resettlement programs for t h£: oenefit of non
repatriable victim.s of German action. The preamble to Article n de~crib(i:03 these 
victilUS as being "in dire need of aid to promote their rehnbilltstion. n Hut the 
programs thus sponsored in 1946 obvio~lSly cannot be completed until the IRO has 
received the $25,000.000 fund which the i!.llles undertook t,o make available from 
German assots in neutral countries. By reason of the difficulties with which the 
IRO is famillnr and un1erstands, the lRO still, unfortunately, awaits receipt of 
appro:x::1m.atQ1y t7,5OO,000 out of this total - itself a amall amount in the light 
of the needs of these victims of German Bction. !I 

]I To date, of the ~25,ooo,ooo all.Dcated under Article B and the FiVEl Power 
Agreement, the mo .baa noei:ved and paid out for the rehabiU:nt!on and renettle
ment of eligible ncm-npatr1able '91ctims ot Ger.man action the sum of 50,000 ,o;)() 
Swedish kroner (~12,SOQ,OOO) and 20,000.000 Swiss francs (approximately 
$),000,000). a total of app:t"<D1lDately $17,SOO,OOO leaving 8 balance or ~?7 ,$00,000• 

.ll 
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It is our underatand.1ng that this balance was to be mst from the 
100,000,000 esc.ldos .from rortugal, which are a first priority payment in the 
PortUt.,"Uese Accord, and 1'rom an a.dd.1tional 17 ,205,600 E~1'iss francs,puI'suant to 
Article V of the Annex to the Washington Accord of Ma.y 25, 1946. Articls If 
permits the Allies to draw up to 50jDO,OOO Swbs rrEmC5 against their shsre of 
Germn assets, to be de~ted to the rehabUitation and resettlement of non
rapatriable victims of German action. 

A. 9w1tzerlaDd 

Although the Accord with Swltv.erland VieB the first to be negotiated 
end signed between the All1es and a neutral. country, end the funds due from ::1v/ooen 
have long since been received and disbursed J the L'-(O still awcits payma."'lt.-a.s e 
result of tho Swiss-Allied Accord. One advance pa:;'ment r-..as been made. F-'o11owing 
a request by tbs ;Ulied Governments and ~ urgent appeal b" the Dtrector General 
of the IH.D, a payment of 20,000,000 Swiss fran,os wes made in July of 19L.li.. 

Almost two years ago~ recognizing the urgent necessity th.'lt the 
balance be made a:vailable to the :m.O, and taking into account the 100,000,000 
escudos Yhich are a first priority- allocation to the: TIto under thekJrvJ.g.uese 
Accord, the CIovernments of the United ~~tates, United YJ.ngdom and :F;ranc~ aft. , the 
request of the mo, addressed 8 request to the (iovernment of switzerland for a 
further advance of 17,205,600 S'Wiss francs. Subsequently, on April 5, 1950, the 
Director General of the 1RO urgently appea,leci to the r'Ol""eign Minister of &witzer
land to r0sp:md favorably to t.he tripartite request.;,'espite this action,. the 
-Swiss Oovernm.ent haa failed to make the !'Ilr.ther paJ1nGnt to the rnD. TheUirector 
(]e."lera.l has followed nth great interest the fu:rth~r develop!nents ""fd.th respect to 
the Swiss-Allied Aocord. 

B. Fortugal Jl 

In the early part of 19L7, the ~nlied i"'Ortuguese Accord on Gel"lIlrul 
aSSErts was initialed. Under this Accord, a .first priority payment of 10:)1000,000 
eSC'.ldos was to be made to the IRO for the benefit of non-repatriable victinlS of 
German a etion. These sums, the IRO is informed, .are nnd b.:'l've bean for 60lOO twe 
availl:l.ble in blocked accounts. Again, payment hafl been postponed for reasons 
entirely extra."leoua to the ntO or to the needy intended beneficic"ries. The nw 
is not aware that SIlbstantial. progress has been made tcnvard liquidation of these 
d1.f.flcultics. 

II. 

The .IRO is 1ully aware of the fact thnt the Allied f'TOVernme:nts have 
shom th8maelV88 to be entirely sympathetic to the needs of the TIl,Q in discharging 
the task entrusted to it by the Reparation Agreements. Nevertheless, the need for 
these funds i.n the 1.:amed1ate flltu:re is ot such great urgency that Llr•.K1ngsley has 
requestoci that I appeal. again to the Allied Governments. llr. Kingsley, 1n 'View 
of present circuDlstaDces I nabaa me to urge the follo1d.n{; courses of action I 

a) It 18 requested that a further appeal be made to the Ooll8rmuent 
ot SW1tzerlaDd for tlWD8dia1ie ~ W the IRO of 17,20$,600 SWiss f):ancs, and 
tbat a joint appeal. tor bDed1ate release to the mo of 100,000,000 escudos be 
made to the GoW1"!Ull8l'lt of lVl1iUgal. The needs are k.ncnm arK! great; it SB&mII 

clear that .~ the probl.eJDs which DOW impede settlement will be 'WOrked. 
out.,' aDd Ul ad"... or t.ba..... WIIIld areat:q beDef1t all.. 3'1 :- n "fl :6 

~~~~$1i'-:;·":'";~?t~:~~."~~~{i~i;f~'~~;~:~~*1!ii_&1~~~~~'~~z~~~~~~'~~fh~.;,;'~ "'",;~:": .. ', ,.".' ,.~ JJ:i:., Jt .;; ; 
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b) It is further requested that the iillie.'C.1 ·Governments consider 
sources of German external assets other tr.an D",'iitzcrland. and l"rtugal. 

In this connect.ion, it 1s recalled that the Five Pm.er )~greeli1ent of 
June 14, 1946 states that, "In recognition of special and urgent circumstances, 
the aum. of $25,000,000 hav1.ng been Iilade available b:;r i.11ied Govarr.aoonts as a 
priority on the liquidation of Ge:rnw.n assets li etc. Information has nOVi bean re
ceived from Eome to too effect that the Governments of t..'1e UnitedSultes, United 
Kingdom and Franoe are considering the transfer to the Govern.uzent of Ituly, as a 
gift, of a large amount of Italian lire which has resulted from liquidation of 
Geruum assets 1n Italy and which is at the disposal of the Unt··ad States, United 
Kingdom and France. 

Mr. Kingsley and the nw have been m03t sympathetic to tit..e difficult 
problEmlS wr..ich the Go'\1G1"ll1D£lnt of Italy has fa.ced 'With respect to the rd'ugee 
problem in Itlily. Both ldr. KingsleY' and the IT-.:e; have done nver;ything pos~ible to 
assist the It.alian G~vertl11lBnt, which is a member of the E:O, to solve the Italian 
refugee problem. In view of the delays described above, and in view of the 
priority vl!~ich the funds have been promised, it is felt, however" th"lt the C-overn
menta of the United. ~3tat~s, United Kingdom and Fr;mce, before lllBld.ng R Gift. to 
the Itnlian Government trom the proceeds of the liq1ddation of German assets in 
Italy, sho;.:.ld consider the possibility of substituting these lire, tot..he extent 
to v.!hich the IRO couJ.d use them in its special ?'erJsration program, for i1]~ or p..~rt 
of t.he balance of funds whioh are due to the riO under t.hc bWiss and rortug-llElse 
Accords. 

The seriollsne~s of the problems fa.ci~~ the ltalia."l Gov~rnmf:nt C:.lrulot, 
of course, be underrated. aut the assets the proceods of which (ar.cording to 
report) are to be transferred to Itllly are GeI"r.lan asset.s; the victimt: 'Who are to 
be assisted under the Paris t...aparation '{'grea."l1ent and the five t''cmer ilgreemant are 
victims of (ierman action; and it would seem highly inappropriate that German assets" 
otherwise not committed, should be used for rmy purpose" hO'r.ever 'Worthy, until the 
obligations assumed under those agreements have been met. 

Similar considerationa would 8cem to apply, on the-basis of eq::lty, 
'With respect to other Oerman external assets. 

Under these CirCWDDtances, it is requested: 

1) That no transfers of the proceeds of :.rerman e:xte.rnal assets" 
whether in neutral or in ex...... countries, be made unle S8 and until the oblii,,':a
tiona of Article 8 of the Par1s Reparation Agreement and the Fi'V'e rower Agree
lOOnt hs V8 been fUlly discharged. 

2) That, 1f' the information of the contemplated. transfer of tho 

remaining proceeds of the 1i.qu1dat1011 of German assets in Italy is cOITect, re

consideration of such dec:laion be ada. 


3) 'l'hat, 1D the e"f8llt. that the Unitod States, UD1.tad Kingdom and. 

France are unable to make t.be 17,ZOS,600 S1d.as francs and the 100,000,000 escu408 

available 1a the ve-q maar f'u:tu:re, ccma1derat1on be g1"11m to aubat1tutJ.ng payJb.ellt 

of Italian l1re to the IRQ 111 plaoe of the 51r18s and Fortugues8 fuDds to make up 

the $7,;00,000 balance. 


http:aubat1tutJ.ng
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Ul. 

The urgency of thase problems a."ld the s:l'lupathetic attitude al'7RYs 
s..~own by t!16 Allied Governments lsads l!.I.e to hope for an oarly and favorable reply. 

Similar notes are being addreS!leO. to the hr1tish and :French GOv"Grn
ments through the Embassies of those GovernJllents in 'iiaah.ington. 

Sincerely yours, 

w. J;.,. liood, Jr. 
Major Oeneral, U. S. J:\r!!f;f J:ietired 
Chief, United States O:.fice rr,:o 

t ' •• " • '~'. , \', '.. ~ •• T 
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WASHINGTON 6, D.C.ABBA p, SCHWARTZ 

January 22, 1951 

Dr.Eugene nevesi 
The American Jewish Com:nittee 

J36 Fourth Avenue 

New York, New York' 

DearEugene: 

':Vith respect to the 500 million lire 'Which has been acquired by the 
IRa r~r:2a.J:'ations fund and which will be distributed to the JDC and the Jewish 
p~ency principally, I have been in contact ~dth the state Department. The 
people in the state repartment are somewhat concerned abo'u.t the line to be 
taken in such publicity as may be given to this matter. Their concern arises 
out of the fact that they do not wish it to appear that officials of the 
Department have given avmy any moneys which really belong to the United States. 
you will understand that they have some concern about this in vievi of the fact 
that they ,\,lould have have authority to give a-;';ay such moneys. 

In order to eliminate any possibility that there iiJight be a misconstruc
tion of what they hE,ve done, they "Iould greatly prefer th<?t any publicity 
on this matter should not mention that what was awarded to the IPD was a part 
of the Anerican share in German assets in Italy. Vlhat they 'would prefer instead 

merely a statement that the payment of the 500 million lire out of the pro
ceeds of German assets in Italy was made possible by the good offices of the 
Government of the United states, etc. I trust that in any publicity 'which you 
may hand out this reasonable request ~ill be observed. 

I have taken the liberty of drafting a short press release, a copy of 
'Which I enclose here'l'rith. You may wish to look at it and discard it or use it. 

Best regards, 

Enclosure 

http:Cm:li:.ee
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JaJ'llhU'7 18, 1951 

Dear ~. Bl.aust.e!al 

W1th retm"GDCIG \0 • letter ot yasterdq, I v.lsh to report 
tat a lewd.,. ap, ~ Scb.wartu, the lay p-~er or S~ur lrubin 
a.ad 0tmDSel. tor the mo, nov tm· e visit to I\oI!le,:r<tCeiwd on behalf' 
of the mo a ol1eok in the ammmt ot 500 .m1111on Italian lire, it! 
full aattl.enmt of the .Tcndah .l1tu·.o ill Oumtm extemal ns:'}eta in 
~. . As;you lmow~ tbisNsult vas e.ehtl9't'ed by the AJC ai.ng1~.-"'_-..15.-.11. . -~~- .. ....~ -",--...~~~., .......-~~,." ~-

!he IRQ 18 pllU'lldUi to rcloase the n.ews ttl the press from . 
GeDeVlS., aad a -w or the releue vlll be a1rnndlod to w.s, giving 
US e cha.ncJlt to publ1c1Be tho. event m o:ur ertm v~ in tim• 

. ,.Ja-. Jacob ~1Jl 
P~O.Box 2J8 
&1.1J.more 3. HI. 
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Deoomber IB, 19;0 

I belie'nt tbat s,. RuhitJ h:'I.8 nhovn you the attached dr.:c\lI!!0nts 
on the disposition ot Ge1'Jlrl.tl 8S8Eltl'l tl.."ld Ge:IT'..an-iooted property in 
I'truJ" to t.he_tRO,.. I teet, oo'W'eVp,r, thtlt the::se dOCUMenta should be 
on hand in the JDC ottice tor further tl"fJstmant. I ar.; seuc:l!lf 
another eet to Morris Boukatein. 

I lUlderstMd that the mo v111 reoo1ve tlll estiron ted :nSCo,000 
worth ot ll.re cut. of' the first sourne, while the tUllC'!'i.m.t invclvee 
in the looted property disposal :is Bolt8'Jhere :in the oreer ot (.200,000. 

Both ot these ~j8ota \fBre Rubin '8 own brainchildren, a.."ltl the 
expected proceeds 8.1"8 the resul.t ot Me r,ernlstent and resourcoM 
tren'bent. a!ded by the IlUpport ot MG influence, st~rlinrr f':r\'lm a 
pas1tion ('It absolute lUJIIIC) SOJ!e t"" years ago. 

w. teel t.hat. it. ia adv:tsable to 'ahntain from ~'ublici1':i.n€ t..~,::;ae 
facte tor the tiN being, an(!, do not pJ.an any relF:f~:.se to Ute ,Pr0De 
about them., 

Vory sincerolJr yours, 

Euzeno noves! 

Mr. }:!08ea )~. Leavitt. 

Exaonti". V1....Prea1darlt., 

Amarioa. 30111\ lltatiribuUcm Camrdt.tee 

%10 MadtllDD ..... 

IftYbI~ ..t. 
Bnoh, 

34 -J,;"l.n~· 7' 

J .. :: 
:..': < ...&i~':fi:iii:,,;"·"·;'·.i;~~~}'!;:rf:4'1V' , '~-' ',' '.j 

t, . 

http:relF:f~:.se
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o 
p 
y November 16, 1950 

Mr. George V. PerldDs 
Assistant Secretar.y tar Euro~ Aftair~ 
Department ot State . . 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Perk1n81 

I acknow1edpw1th thanks your. letter of November 15, 1950 relating 
to the proposed transfer to the InterD4tional Re~J~~n1zation of certain 
jewelry and other articles of Talue pJ!.se-iit.IY·'l:oca~~a:fii.:aome representing 
property taken trom German units, most ot which was presumably seized or ob
tained under duress tram victims of Nazi action. 

The terms a:nd condiUonS under which this property w111 be trans
ferred to the Internaticmal Retngee Organization have been carefully noted. 

I should like to take this occasion to advise you. of "I'lI1' 
formal acceptance of the provisions or your letter of November 15, 1950. 

Arrangements are being made to have designated representatives 
of the International RetageeQrganization accept delivery ot the property in 
Rome soon atter December 1, 1950; 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ J. Donald Kingsley 



c 
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November 15, 1950 


o 

P 

Mr. J~s C. H. Bcmbr1ght 
Deputy Assistant Secretary' for 

European Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Bonbrigbt. 

It ia deep17grat.1f)1Dg to have your letter ot November 9, 1950 relating 
to the proposed tnms!'er to the .:Jn~!r_~tional Rei'upe.Or~~tion of 500,000,0CXlJ 
Ura, arising tram the pl"OO88ds of liquidated German assets in Italy. 

I should 11ke to extend theainoere thanks of the International Refugee 
Organization for this geD8r'OW!l proposal of the Govsrisment. of' the Un!ted States whioh 
evidences once again tbe oontiJllliDg interest of' the Government of the United States 
in the solution of the re1't1gee problem. 

The use or the 100,000,000 lira by the International. Refugee Organization 
for ita reparations ~, a8 proposed by your 1etter, i8 in aocordance with the 
desire ot the InternatioDal RefUgee Organization that to the fullest extent pos
sible the prooeeds ot ~ assets should be used for the rehabilitation and re
settlementot non-repatr1able victims of Ger.man aotion. I take this opportunity, 
therefore, to oont1ra to 70U that upon receiptor the 500,000,000 1ir8, they will 
be used tor the rehab1lltatioD and ri••ttlement at non-repatrhble victims of' German 
BettoD and distributed far ,be purposes and in the ~er Bet forth in Article 8 of 
Part I of the FiDal. Aat of' the Paris Act OD Reparation, the Five Power Agreement of' 
June 14, 1946, and the Let~r of Instruction at June 21, 1946. 

I will await. 7fIIJ'r ea:viae with respect to the date when the International 
Refugee Organization mqrequeat the tunds from the Government or Italy. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Donald Kingsley 
Direotor General 



c 
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DEPARTHENT OF' STATE 

o 
p November 9, 1950 

y 

Ny dear Mr. Kingsley: 

The United States is engaged in discussions with respect 
to the disposition of the proceeds of liquidation of German assets 
in Italy. As the International Refugee Organization is aware, the 
United States is pr'opos·irigthat· a sum of 500·,000,000 lira be turned 
over to the International Refugee Organization. 

It will be expected that this sum will be used by the 
International Refugee Organization for the rehabilitation and re
settlement of non-repatriable victims of German action, and distributerl 
for the purposes and in the manner set forth in article 8 of Part I 
of the Final Act of the Paris Act on Reparation, the Five Power Agree
ment of June 14, 1946, and the Letter of Instruction of June 21, 1946. 

When the final arrangements concerning the allocations are 
made, you will be informed when you IllE!:Y request the funds from the 
Government of .Ltaly. In the meantime, the Department Hould appreci9.te 
confirmation of its understanding, as set forth above, of the manner 
in which the funds will be used. 

http:appreci9.te
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y WuhiDgton 
 No d.ate 
Befo~eNov. 9, 

1950 ' 
Sir. 

Reference is lJI9.Cle to conversations which have taken place in Washington 
betveen representatives Qf tbe_~1f1Q.~, ..~.~,~ganiRtion and ,repreaenta
t1ves or the Department, of' state aDd of t..he ,Dr!t1ah .baaS7 concerning oertain 
Jevelr;y and other articles o£'value presentl,y loca.ted in Rome representing property 
taken tram German untts, 'JIIOat 'of wblch was presumably seized or obtained under 
duress trom vict1mB or "lUi action. 

It was agreed·1matthe'~ in question, 1ncluding jevelr7. currencies, 
and ell coins and iDgo\s,1sto be del1vered to the InterDatloml. Ref\J.gee Organiza
tionl with the aoeptlGll Or the f'ol.l.alt1Dg1 ' 

1. A:I:rf itemt.he ,00000of \fh1Ch ,1D8.T possibly be identified. Items comng 
within this category,' are appropriatcV' B1a1"ked in the inventory prepared in Rome 
and dated A,rU 24, 1950.'; 'Such items are to be held in BomB aDd the ,International 
Refugee Orgaidzation,'1dll' seek to 1d.ent.U';y the owners, their h&ira 01" other legal 
llUocessors in, interest.. Those ltems for which identification is not Dade vill be 
delivered to the InterDat1onal. Refugee Organi.zatlon for liquidation in accordance 
with the terms hareh8tated. 

2. Currencies 1ssu8d b1' an;y of the count.r18e members of IARA. 

3. Currencies issued by' ~. 

5. Checks. 

6. Valuables taken 'f'ioom the Emba.sslas of ,Japan aDd Thai land. 

The, International ~ ,Qrgan1u.tlon v:Ul liquidate the jevelr:1 f.l.'Ild 
other property aa promptlT- poao1hle tor bard CUl"I'eDCT. The net proceeds of' S'tlDh 
lJ..qu1datlon are to be divided 'equa.ll.y batveen the Internatlonal. RefUgee Organization 
and the ItaHan Goverliill4lZt. W1th NSpeCt to the currencies, coins and ingots, the 
InterDat10Dal Refugee Qrt~{~ divide eaoh Item eq~ between Itself and 
the Ita'"aD Qovul'Dl\8Jlt. ' ", ' 

The InterDat1cmal ~,'Organtsatlon 1&1. to usa cme-baU' of its share of 
the proceeds tor tb8. Nha'b11*'-'icm .. :resettlement or Jewish v1at1:ms of Nul per
secution and, cme-balt ror ~ewiah viot!.ms of Naa! persecution. Wlth;:,ftap8ct:to 
J3.OIIroooJev1sh viC!:Jl,the :nationality restr1ctiou of the Ft. Power Agreement. of 
June 14, 19/P -' 'be applicable., 

http:viot!.ms
http:itemt.he
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Rofugee Organ1zat1cm w1l1 set utde 10 percent of'1ts share of the prooeedfl. These 
10 peNent relerte fImds, or u;r balance therf30f against which there are no aut
a_DU.ng olah., 81;1 be ~ uaecl 117 \he ItnHan Government end b7 the Intern&
tlODal Refugee Qrgl,,".tla ~fIt' the purposes indicated above on or after October 1, 

.1951. 

D1atrlbu'blonot the 8ha1'e ot the ItaHan Go'Vm'n1nent v.Ul not be made to 
the Italian GoverD1ll<tJrt, bT the ~tlonal. Ref'\'&gee Organization untU it receives 
further inetructiOZlll. 

Your formal aoceptaltce of thase provisions is requested. 

Por the Govert1m8nt or the United States. 

Byl /s/ George W. PerldDII 
Aardtrtant Secretar,r tor European Affairs 

Mr. J.. Donald Ungalq, 

D1:rector GeJl.Ol'al 


InterDatlona1 llehpe Orpai_ts.oa. 


34.5.2271.. 
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July 20, 1950 
YIVO 347.17 
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Enclosed please find a copy of a memorandum 

which was sent to lIe by' Seymour Rubin which is 

self-explana.tory. 

:; .... 

. ,. "', -.~;;;~,~\~... ":, ,\: ,' ..;.... . t ~ .... 
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Washin:J,ton 6, Do C. Attch. 7/20/50 

MEMORANDUM 

Subject: RetuD::l of' Customs Dtmy to IHO. 

As you kDow. the mo bas brought into the United States a quantitY' 
of 11~tar.1 goldD am l.ooted property far sale by the .Merchandising Ad
visory Committee headed by Colonel Ray Kramer and by tbiJ iloparations Division 
of the IRO. 

In accordalJce with the customs las of the United States, duty was 
collected on all of' tb1s material. b~t into the United states. The amount 
illvolved in duty is approximately $l20,000. Attempts have bean made fran tirm 
to tin'e. bY' me to have an exemption granted bY' the Comnissioner of Customs or 
to take other remedial act1an. Ttese steps having faUed, a bill has been 
introduced in the House aul in the Senate colling fer the rei\md of the 
amounts collected to the mo. Some informal assistance with respect to this 
matter bas been rendered by m. 

The bill came up on the consent calendar of the House a waek B.t..,7() 
and was objected to and passed over. It cane up again in the House under 
suspension of the rules on Jul¥ 17 and was passed and sent to the Senate. 

I am hopeful that. the bill will pass the Senate at the present 
session. If it does, it will nean that another $120,000 will be avsUable 
for distribu.tion to the JDC and the JA. 

/s/ tn.. 



" 	 yJ'V17 ;-1.('3'11.i1 

M-.. Jew. rAM (G=-IfN -II}) 

tl .. x 1, ~ 'I '''t"( t 2. 

MEMORANDUM 


TOe Paris Office Mq 23, 1949 

F11mb New York Office 

SUBJECT, German Vermoegensamt in Prague 

There is a certain amount of non-monetary gold of Czechoslovak 
origin in custody in the U.S. zone, the destiny of which is under 
dispute between the Czecheslovak government and the IRO. 

It is an established fact that this property was confiscated 
directly by the German Vermoegensamt in Prague. Should the IRO suc
ceed in justifying its claim on this property (which is considered 
."non-monetary- gold"), the JDC imd JAJ!P would benefit to 90% of its 
value. Otherwise the property may be returned to Prague and may share 
the fate of the French part of the HungaJ:'ian 1\ gold train," which was 
returned to Hungar,y in 1947 but never handed over to the local Jevnsh 
community. 

The case ot the IRQ could be decisively bolstered if Vie could 
furnish evidenoe to the effect that the German Vcrmoegensamt in Prague 
did not limit itself to the confiscation of property olllled ,by Jews of 
Czechoslovak nationality, but had also taken aBsets of foreign Jews, 
like refugee. in Clechoslovakia from Western countries, Austria, 
Hungary-, etc. 

We have tried to obtain information from initiated. people here, 
but nobodT Beems to be suffiCiently familiar with this particular situa
tion. 

However, ... know that Dr. Wehle, former secretary general. of t.he 
CouncU of Jn1ab CollDDUll1tiea of Bohemia and Moravia is now in Paris as 
an u:ile. Our . asaumption i8 that he may be best qualified to throw some 
light on thiS problem, and even to trace some documentar.r evidenoe or 
case bi8t0I'7, .showing that non-Clech Jen were also expropriated by the 
Vermosgensamt. 

W. would. be grateful, therefore, it you ...ouJ.d get in touch with 
Dr. Wahle U 800n as possible, and obtain his advice and help on the 

.n 
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270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

EDWARD M. M. WARBURG, Chairman Vice-Chairmen I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, Treasurer 
PAUL BAERWALD, Honorary Chairman 
JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Honorary Chairman 
MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Chairman 

MAURICE BERNON, Chairman, Nalionar Council 
Vice· Chairmen, Nalionar Council 

BERNARD ALEXANDER LLOYD W. DINKELSPIEl 
LESTER D. ALEXANDER WILLIAM P. ENGEL 

JAMES H. BECKER 
I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER 
JOSEPH C. HYMAN 
ALEXANDER KAHN 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

HAROLD F. LINDER 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
WILLIAM J. SHRODER 
M. C. SLOSS 
JONAH B. WISE 

BENJAMIN ABRAMS, Treasurer 

EVelYN M. MORRISSEY, Auislanl Treasurer 

ALEX A. LANDESCO, Camplraller 

DOROTHY L. SPEISER, Assistant Complrallef 

JOHN BALABAN LOUIS A. FISCHL 
ARTHUR M. LOWENTHAL European ex..cuti .... Council 

BENJAMI N B. GOLDMAN, Assislanl Sacrela", 
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BERNHARD KAHN 
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JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ 
Chairman 

BORIS M. JOFFE, Assistanl Secrelary 

ISIDOK COONS Direclar of Fund Raising 

April 1,3, 1949 

Dr. Eugene Heve 9i 
AMerican JewishOommittee 
,386 Fourth Avenue 
New York, New Yo~ 

Re: lEO letter to State Department're Jewish assets confiscated in Italy 

Dear Gene: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of to~, I am sending 
you attached a copy of the letter which I received from Jerry Jacob
son dealing with the above subject. I should be gra.teful if you 
could send to us 5y Rubin's comments on same. 

Best regards. 

~yours. 

Eli Rock 

ER:AU 
Enc • 

. . 
, 

' 'The Joint Distribution Committe. receives iii funds in the United Stales through' the United Jewish Appeal. Oultide 
of, the United States, ,the 'Joint Distribu,tlon Commlttao has ,the active cooperation 01 the Soulh Alricon Jewish Appeall 

,1I"ltedJ_lsh ••'IeI.'ArJlttte:I..,c ConoOol ,CII/IItoUlrlllth:FrmdI, Otgani:racion CenlfOl de Ayuda, Argentina, Carniles AulCiliar, '.,> , '':> 
do Joint, Brazil, Unlled Jewlth 0vetseaI, Relie' Funth, Australia, Jolnl Ileliel Commllte9, Muico, and othell. 

L-SCiM-1'-4A-A ~ .. nl"! 
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COl\IMITTEE 

TELY.PlTO:-<ll: 

87-83 

II,yAI...IDES ~ 87-55 

/ 79-37 

0.\ IlT.ES 	 ... TELEGRA.M:S 

JOIN'TF"ITXD-PARIS 

:March 2l, 1949 

.;·:,<f;~~,;('~:?:...,.: ,'! 

'rmwIOIlt';~ Attention Hr. Eli Rock 

,~:~:~~;:: o;f1~eot-Generai Counsel 
~.' , 

. . ::~ 

',:,.:.,.'",:,,',.., ±n;;;;;;;;;.~ft;~~~~t1ie~~i>O~::voure.eiVed concerning IIIO'. 
applicaUon t~' the state "Department tor turn over of non-monetarT 

'.gold'and othlil"asBetil'toutJdin ltal7 by the U..S.Firth A.rszJy, it 
. occUrred to me 'that '1Ie,ahOUld support the application conditionally,

"..,:;.......... '''	.. ', i.e~'it.tlie 'state 'Department should take tmposition in making 

, .' availAble:the"asaetatoIJ,O that all the terms and conditions of


the:ReparatioDfl').grment appIT to any assets given 'to lBO. In 
, otherword.sj -we want. to . be, sure that the United., States would hold 
'Dote the-aoiln1tmantthat '90S. of those assets be used for the 
benefit otJe1d..hd1aplaoed peraonaaDd refugees. This would 
certainly' be in order siilae'Tuck' has presented his claims on the 

" . basis otexteDiiq the scope of the Reparations Talks., "< 

.. 
Best ,regards,' 

.. '.. ',\' 

siDcerely yours, 
. ",,' . 

.,..',.",..' ..... ~ 

Jerome J. Jacobson 
" General Counsel 

. ,', .... 
" , 

.... " 

..:',: '.' ... '. 

http:otherword.sj
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ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

JAMES R.ZUCKERMAN July 22, 1954 

Dr. Eugene Hevesi 

The American Jewish Committee 

386 Fourth Avenue 

New York 16, New York 


Re: Heirless Property, U. S. - 83rd Congress 

Dear Eugene: 

Since last writing to you on the above subject, there has been 
almost constant activity in connection with the bill. I have been 
in touch with Abe Hyman, with Saul Kagan, with Mr. Leavitt, and 
with Mr. Blaustein, as well as with Congressmen Klein and Bennett, 
and with Borchardt of the staff of the House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee. I have not directly contacted Mr. Katzen 
at the Republican National Committee, although I understand that 
Nate Goodrich has been keeping in touch with him, but I have spoken 
several times with .Phil Stern at the Democratic National Committee. 

Briefly to summarize, I prepared certain proposed amend
ments and discussed them with various persons, including Mr. Leavitt 
and Mr. Blaustein, at the beginning of the week. To a certain extent, 
these amendments caused no particular difficulty, as, for example, 
the requirement that the funds be expended on behalf of needy persons 
and the one that the successor organization to be designated be one 
established by January 1, 1950. The requirement that no legal fees 
or administrative expenses be paid out of the heirless property was 
a little more difficult, but limiting that provision to fees or expenses 
incurred in connection with filing of claims and the recovery of 
property made it clear that this amendment, while it might impose 
some burden on the charitable organizations, would not present 
serious difficulties. 

The other amendments were more substantive and more serious. 
'These were the proposal that the funds be expended only in the United 
States-- designed to make the legislation more palatable on the ground 
that persons in the United States (who conceivably might have or 

3 ~r:::1)")8'..t...J ___ .J.., 
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influence votes) would be the beneficiarie~;and the suggestion that, 
if necessary to obtain. Committee approval, the provision might 
be deleted requiring that funds m.ust be expended only for the particular 
religious, racial or political group to which the decedent belonged. 
(Parenthetically, 1 may say that this requirement itself has always 
puzzled me in respect to the probably entirely hypothetical case of 
a 'Catholic labor union member who might have been executed on 
both religious and political grounds. To complicate the matter further, 
it might be conc'eivable that he was, under the Nuremberg laws, 
Jewish "by race" although Catholic by religion. Just who would claim 
his property might be an interesting question. ) 

.Passing by these hypot:heticalquestions, the purpos.e of the 
amendments,ofcourse, was. to secure the elimination of the six 
signatures which had b~en affixed to a. minority report and which 
seemed to guarantee that this legislation, particularly in the ab.sence 
of hearings at this session of the Congress in the House, would not 
come out of the Rule·s Committee. I discussed these amendments 
with all concerned in this sense and, in particular, discussed them 
with Congressman Klein along these lines on Tuesday, July ZOo 
We agreed, as.lunderstand had previously been agreed with 
Congressman Klein.in New York by Mr. Hyman, that the amend
ments above-mentioned would be put in, other than the one broaden
ing the category on'behaifof which the assets might be expended. 
That was to be re served and to be put in if nec e s sary in order to 
obtain the approval of Congressman otHara. 

The meeting of the .Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee 
was postponed from day to day, and finally t.ook place this, morning. 
All of the amendments above-mentioned will be adopted by the House 
Interstate .and Foreign Commerce Committee in its favorable report 
on the bill. However, despite his.favor.able comment on .the amend
ments, Congres:sman Bennetto£ Michigan is still in opposition, and 
Congressman O·Har.a has nOt changed his position. It has been stated 
to me that this :opposition is not based on' anything specific with respect 
to this legislation, but is on: the general ground that hearings ought to 
be held with respect to legislation of this sort; and it has further been 
stated that this. same position has been taken by Congressmen.O'Hara 
and Bennett with respect to other bUlswhich also came up today before 
the £u11Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee. 

Subsequent to receiving the report of this action this morning, 
I worked with Borchardt in the preparation of the majority rep,ort• 

. ', ... 

http:Klein.in
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I was not able to get all of my suggestions in, partially because 

Boychardt felt that some of the clarifying statements which. I thought 

appropriate might cause some ·.di£ficulty in the Rules Committee and 

might better be made .when the bill came to the floor of the House of 

Representative·s •.Aminority rep()rt will presumably be filed today 

also. 


It is Borchardt' sexpectation that the matter will now go 

directly to the Rules Committee. He apparently feels that our 


.chances in' the Rules Committee .have been greatly enhanced by 
:the amendments and by the dropping :off of four out of the six signa
tures which previously were attached to the minority report. (He 
is not absolutely sure, but apparently Congressman' Dolliver will 
not sign the minority .report~) He feels that we ought to do' what
ever we can to have the White House indicate its .interest to Chairman 
Leo Allen of the House Rules Committee in having this bill granted 
a rule as quickly .as possible. 

In this latter connection, I will be glad to get in touch with 
Max Rabb at the White House and to inform him of the present status 
and ask for his help.. Since .Chairman Allen of the House RplesCom":' 
mittee is from 'Illinois, I think that the intercession of Senator Dirksen 
would be extremely useful; and to this end. I suggest that Abe Hyman 
exercise his efforts. In: addition, I will try to be in touch, either 
directly or in collaboration with Nate, with Mr. Katzen. AnYthing 
else that can be done, as, for example, Mr. Dewey Stonets inter
cession with Mr. Martin, who, in turn, might express his. views 
to Chairman Allen, would, of course:, be helpful. 

I thirik..this .finishes the report for the present. 

Best regards. 

$~~Y' 
~e:::t J. Rubin 

Mr. Kagan!CC:Mr. Blaustein 
Mr. Leavitt Mr•. Hyman 
Mr. Goodrich. .Mr•. Slawson 
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The follow.rri'~ i~~.. a ~t~~f suIDmary of the discussion in the House Rules 

.. '. on July 18, .1950~';i~ff:~w...>time s. 603 was discussed• 


.. :.".' . Congressman B~~~~~~~9.;~t~e chairman of the sub-committee wh~ch reported 
. the b~ll favorably, was the pr~nc~l'):l,:'m.tness. Congressman Beckworth expla~ned the pur

poses and provisions of the bill very \.briefly. Congressman Brovm of Ohio asked vihy it 
would not be just as Vlell to leave the money in the hands of the Office of Alien Property 
to go to the United states, since the United states does appropriate fluids for charitable 
purposes. Bectnvorth indicated tl1at there were special reasons ~~th respect to these 
funds. 

Bennett of Michigan was the next witness and stated that, although he 

had no objection to the .objectives of the legislation, he had objections to the legis

lation as presently drafted. He was not clear whether he would favor it if the amend

ments he suggested were adopted. He suggested that the funds might be spent for persons 

who were persecuted but who are not actually in need and that an amendment should take 

care of this possibility. He also indicated that organizations might be set up for the 

purpose of getting in on the legislation and that the legislation should be limited to 

existing organizations. He also suggested that possibly there should be a designation 

of the recipient organizations .. in the legislation itself. 


Mr. Sabath indicated that if an open rule v,rere granted, perfecting 

amendments could be offered on the floor of the House. Beckvmrth indicated that 

charitable organizations would have to be trusted yrith respect to their expenditure 

of the funds, particularly since they would have to account to the President. 


colmer of Mississippi aslced why it would not be appropriate to let the 

money go to the Treasury since the United states does aJpropriate for relief p~~poses. 


Beckworth made a rather vague reply as to this and sugcested th2.t the amendments irihich 

were proposed by Bennett would probably be acceptable. 


O'Hara then testified in opposition and made two specific points: (1) 

no part of the funds should be paid as fees or in connection 1'.~th general adnunistrative 

expenses; and (2) the organizations which were to be recipients should be designated 

in the legislation. 


Wadsworth asked why any outside organization wes needed and repeated the 

point with respect to expenditures of the United sta'ces for relief purposes. a I Hara 

made the point about the money belonging morally to American clairuants and dreYi a 

distinction between cases of heirless property and cases of property 1/11:ic11 could be 

reclaimed. 


Hale testified briefly in favor of the legislation and co~~ented that 

it waS in the nature of cy pres legislation. He made the point th&t amendments could 

be offered on the floor of.the House. He also pointed out that'the organizations 

which could be recipients had to be, under the language of the bill, charitable 

organizations. 


The hearing was then closed. 

Seymour J. Rubin 

July 19, 1950 
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July 16, 1954 

Dr. Eugene Hevesi 

American Jewish Committee 

386 Fourth Avenue 

New York 16, N. Y. 


Re: Heirless Assets - U. S. 83rd Congress 
Dear Eugene: 

I have been in constant com.m.unication during the course of the 
last three days with various people on the above subject. 

1. I have been trying to get in touch with Congressman O'Hara 
of Minnesota but despite my best efforts, without success. It is my 
understanding, however, that both Senator Dirksen and Congressman 
Klein have talked to Congressman O'Hara. 

2. O'Hara apparently maintains the position that there is no 
reason why a Jewish successor organization should receive Jewish 
heirless property. He apparently argues that this property is now in 
the Treasury of the United States and that the charitable activities 
ought to be carried out from charitable funds. This view is expressed 
in a minority report prepared 'by O'Hara only in a negative fashion - 
that is, only by means of a .statement that he does not see logical com
pulsion for the conclusion expressed in the Heirless Property Bill. 
Nevertheless, it is a conviction which apparently is held strongly by 
O'Hara. He has said to Congressman Klein that he would take the same 
lines if the Knights of Columbus. rather than the J. R. S. O. were the 
succ es sor organization. 

3. The minority report also lists certain other objections to the 
Heirless Property Bill as it presently stands. One of these is that no 
hearings have been held in the House -- although apparently no recogni
tion is given to the fact that hearings were held during the 8lst Congress. 
Secondly, amendments, which I believe to have been suggested primarily 
by Congressman Bennett of Michigan, deal with the following suggestions: 

(a) That the funds be expended only on behalf of IIdestitute" 
persons; 
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(b) That the successor organization be an organization which 
was in existence prior to some given date. such. as July I. 1950; 

(c) That no administrative expense.s, rent. or legal advice 
be paid out of the 'properties or their proceeds.. 

With respect to these possible amendments I have had numerous 
dis.cussions with Kagan and have s,ent him a possible formul~tion. I 
think that if we substituted the word IIneedy" for "destitute". we would 
have no objections to (a) above. Item (b) above is. of no concern whatso
ever to us. Item (c) might cause difficulty unless the provision is re
stricted to expenses, fees, etc. connected with the collection of the 
heirless assets and the filing of Claims for them. Obviously if funds are 
turned over to an old-age home, some of the money will go for " adminis
trativeexpenses" within, that Old-age home. However, I think this pre
.sents no tremendous difficulty either. 

4. If we could merely make the above amendments arid eliminate 
the opposition, we would be in clover. However. the O'Hara opposition 
seems to run deeper. I have been having constant conver sations with 
Mr. Kurt Borchardt, staff member of the House Interstate and Foreign 
Com.zn.erce Committee, who is handling this matter. Borchardt has said 
that some "new approach" would have to be taken to eliminate the O'Hara 
objections to the bill - - although he does not guarantee that such objec
tions would be eliminated even with a new approach. Borchardt has sug
gested -- although he emphasizes that this is merely a personal idea, 
that he has not in any way discussed it with any Committee member, and 
that it is merely a. possible sugge.stion - - that the funds might, for example, 
go to the United Nations Childrena Fund or to the High Commissioner for 
Refugees .. I have pointed out that this is completely unacceptable and I 
have, out of politenesB:.onlyindicated that I think the suggestions. absurd 
and unworkable. There is no reason for us to work over the course of 
years in order to. make a donation to the Childrens Fund. even if some 
conceivable connection, which. I fail to perceive, could be found. More
over, the United Nations. is not, these days, any mor e popular than an 
American successor organization would be. 

Responding. however. to Borchardt's repeated s,tatement that some 
, new approach has to be found~ I.have suggested the following two alterna
tives as possible amendments of the legislation: 

(a) That anamendm:ent be added which would provide that the 
funds be spent entirely in. the. United States. This, I understand 
from Kagan, te> be accepta~le. In practice most of the funds 

would 
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would probably be spent here anyway. If we inserted such an 
amendment at our own initiative~ we might conceivably also 
be able to argue that we have been trying to bridge. the gap be
tween the J. R. S. O. and such organizations as the Council of 
Jews from Germany. From the political point of view~ the 
amendment seems to me to have a certain am..ount of attraction'~ 
in that the argument could be made that these funds will be 
used for the benefit of people resident in the United States, 
will therefore relieve immediate or possible future demands. 
on. State or Federal relief agencies'~ and will release charitable 
funds now available in the. U.S. for other social needs here 
which ought be met and the meeting of which would benefit the 
economy of the U.S. The. argument. in short. is that this pro
vision would insure that the U. S. in general gets a public bene
fit from the expenditure of these heirless property funds and 
that the net expenditure of the U. S. or its political subdivisions. 
on behalf of indigent and needy persons, is not substantially in
creased. Obviously I have no way of kno.wing whether this 
amendment would be acceptable to O'Hara but it seems to me 
the most fruitful approach that I can devise on a basis of guess 
work. 

(b) The second possible substantive amendment, which could 
be made in addition to the above, would be to delete the refer
ence in the Bill to the utilization of the properties in question 
only for per secutees of the same particular political. racial 
or religious group as the former owners of the properties 
belonged to. As the. Bill now stands, it requires that Jewish 
heirless property be used only for Jewish persecutees. The 
amendment in question would allow the .J. R. S. O. to continue 
to act as the successor organization but would. say that the 
properties could be. used generally for religious, racial and 
political per secutees in the United State s. 

My own feeling is that this would not be a dang.erous am..endment. 
The number of needy non,...,Jewish persecutees. in the U. S. must 
be extremely small~ Moreover. an allocation formula has al
ready been set up in the. Five-Power Agreement of Paris of 
1946 in which the 90 -10 allocation was made. The virtue of 
this possible amendment and its possible political appea1lies 
in the argument that the Jewish .organizationsare willing to 
make an allocation out of what will almost entirely be Jewish 
heirless property to person's who suffered as. peraecutees of 
Hitler. whatever the basis for thei! per secution might have been; 
The gesture, if m.a:deona"voluntary"basis.is one that might 
have spme impact; and I cannot s.ee that it would cost very much. 
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5. I have discussed all this with Saul Kagan and have tried to 
arrange a meeting at which the matter could be discussed with Congress.man 
Hinshaw. I learned yesterday, and .related to Kagan, that six members of 
the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee have indicated that 
they will sign the minority report. These are, on the Republican side, 
O'Hara, Bennett and Dolliver; and Williams and tWQotherB, names. unknown, 
on the Democratic side. In view of this, and in view of the fact that one of 
the grounds for opposition is that hearings were not held, Hinshaw proposes. 
to take the legislation back to· his subcommittee on July 20. I thought that 
we might have a meeting with him and talk about these possible amendments 
in advance. Hinshaw told .Abe Hyman, however, that since he was chairman 
of the subcommittee. it would be better to have amendments proposed by 
some one like CongresSInan Klein. We have been trying to track Klein down 
and I have just today informed Kagan that he is now in New York. I hope 
that we will be able to get together with him before the meeting of July 20, 
give him these proposed amendments .. and see whether it would not be 
po.ssible for him to overcome the opposition on the basis of time. 

I have also tried to be in touch with Phil Stern of the Democratic 
National CornD:ti.ttee to .see whether he or Steve Mitchell could not call 
the democrats who are involved in the minority report. I have not been 
able to reach Stern as yet. I also put through a call to Mr. Blaustein 
but he was out of Baltimore. 

I think this brings you entirely up to date. 

I should perhaps add one further thought. An Administration bill. 
5.3698, has now been introduced by Senator Smith of New Jersey,· dealing 
with Hungarian. Bulgarian and Romanian ass.ets. .Since the bill permits 
the vesting and liquidation of these assets .. the heirles.s property problem 
now comes up sharply in this connection, as well as in connection with the 
German assets.. I am studying this legislation and will have to communi
cate with you further at a later date. 

Best 	regards. 

Sincerely, 

/ 
! 

,J 

! 

Seymour J. 

CC: 	 Dr. John Slawson 
Mr. Nathaniel Goodrich 
. Mr. Jacob Blaustein 
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June 1.1, 1954. 

Dear Ml". Nauru 

The receipt is aokDo1iledged ot your letter ot 11ay 14 and of the text 
of 8.3423: A BUl to Amend the Trading With the ~ Act. 

We highly appreciate the courtuy of your inqu1ry vith regard to the 
A:merioan Jewlsh Ootmn!ttee'8 "action to this measure. We feel, hovever, that 
the substance of the proposed les1alatlon oonatitutes no direet concern to 
our orgtmintlon. 1'hia .feeling 119 strengthened by the faat that competent 
judgment on important 8SplIotS of the lIlGaBUre requires spea1alil!ed knowledge ot, 
domestic and international. legal precedents and conditions, vbioh our organiza
tion oannot cla1m to pones8, and in the absence of tkioh it does not feel 
.qualified to testit,y on this mattap, 

In connection vith the p1"Oposed legitJlatlon, bouever, two observations 
seem to ua to be relevant. Firat, I avall l:'.\YSolf of this opportunity to express 
OUl' deep apprec1ntlon of the leadership 4~sumed ltv Senator Dirksen ,in Beauring 
the passage, tv' unan'JD0'Q8 consent of the Senate, of S.2420, the a:m.endment 
pmvid1ng suoceasorsbip to he1rlaae R:r\y ot liei victims in the United 
States. By Me invaluable i!iUPPOri' 0 that amsndment, Senator Dirksen upheld 
tho principle that instead of ~ vested in the United States or being re
turned to OemBlO", such pro~ be transferred to appropriate successor 
organizations, tor the rehab!litaUOI1 bt surviving viotims of lui action. 
l~ I express the hope that, iD its final formulation,S. 3423 will be in no 
contradiction with the prinaiplea embodied in 8.2420. 

Finally, I wish to oall JOur attention to the necessity implioit 1n 
Amerioan publio polle,- ot ma.1d.ng sure thatGerman publications. films, recordings 
atd other written, printed or audlo-nsual media of eduoati~ propaganda aDd 
iDdootr1.nation vhioh t&ach and adwaate Communitt, Fasoist am National
Soc1aliet idGDlogr wUl under no oircumstanoes be returned to German:v. The 
American Jewish Committee is oonfidClt that the proposed legislation v.Ul 
oontain satisfaotory sateguards aga1nst such an OCOU1'1'ence. 

John SlaVSOll 
It!!:'. John 1I. Uas.m, Chief CouDsel 
'lYacting vith the InelI\V AGt Committ.. ' 
541 Vuhington l3u1ld1llS 
Washington 5, D. C. 

181mb 

http:ma.1d.ng


- YIV; -3~4 :., . i 7 . , , 
Am JwshCmtee 

THE AMr,.RICAN JEWISH COMtUTTEE . CGEN-:-IOI) . -;--
Box 296 

.Memorandum File 3 

TO, Edwin J. Lukas J"r:me 8, 1954. 

FROM. Eugene Heved 

SUBJECT. Heirless Prope~ Legislation 

On Honday May 17, 1954, 8.2420 - the so-oalled Heirle::!ls Property Bill 

and a oompanion to H.R.5675 and H.R.S952, pending in the House ~: Representatives, 

waspasaed by the Senate b.y un~oU8 oonsent. 

The situation in the House ot Representatives is that the companion 

bills H.R.5675 and H.R.5952 have been referred to the House ~ttee on Interstate 

and Foreign Commeroe, and b.Y it to the Suboommittee on the ~ with the Ene~ 

Aot, headed b.y Congressman Carl lIinshav ot California. The b~~~' 8 in the House 

are substa."tially identioal with 8.2420, as it 'Was originally :L::!troduced in the 

Senate. TIle House bills demonstrate again the bipartisan nat~~ ot this legisla

tion. They 'Were introduced by Congressman Wolverton, Chairma:a -'::If' the House Inter

stnte and Foreign Commerce Committee (H.R.5675) and b.y Congres~" Crosser, the 

ranking minority member on the same Committee (H.R.5952). 

,uthough these bills have nov been pending tor a cons'iderable period ot 

time, hearings have not as yet been scheduled on them byCongre:ssman lIinshnvts 

SubcotiIllittee. 

I enolose herewith a cOVJ of' the report trom the SaoEte Judiciar.y 

Committee, acoompaqying S.2420. You vill note that the Senate Committee report 

points out that substantially identical proposals have been ~sidered tavorabl1 

in previous Congresses. In both the 8ot.h and the Slst Congress, the Senate passed 

substantially identical legislation. In the 82nd Congress, the legislation vas 

reported to the Senatef but vas not acted on prior to adjo~nt. In the Slst 

Congress, the ROuse Interstate and Foreign Commeroe Committee favorably reported 

345237 
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substantial.ly identioal legislation, but it also was not a oted upon prior to 

adjournment. This proposed legislation has alw8,Y's, as you viII note, had bi

partisan support. Congressmen Wolverton and Crosser have consistently intra

duoedidentioal bills in the House of Representativesj and in the Senate, Senator 

Taft sponsored the proposals, together with Senators Ivf.cGrath nndO'Cormor. In the 

present Congress, the Senate bil1 vas.introduoed b.Y.Senator Hennings on behalf 

of himself, Senator I..anger and Senator ~fcCarran. 

The baokground ot the proposal lies in the firm polioy of the United 

States to regard property whioh belonged to perseeutees on politioal, racial or 

religoUB grounds ot the Nalls 8S not being ftenenv" property. It has seemed to all 

who have considered this matter that the most elementary requirements ot justice 

and &quity demanded that those who had been put into conoentration camps and who 

had themselves survived, or whose heirs hadsurvivod, should not be treated as 

it they had been enemies ot the United States or had been responsible in aIIY we:y 

for the var. Thus, in 1946, Seotion 32 of the Trading with the Enemy Aot was 

amended to per.w~t the return of their property to pers80utees on religious, 

racial or politioal grounds, or to their suooessors in interest. 

The pr~sent legislation proposes to carr.y this same principle over into 

the field of "heirless property.- Thie is property which belonged to 8 person who 

would have been eligible himself to reoeive a return of such property,' but who has 

been exterminated by the aazis and whose entire family and possible sucoessors in 

interest have also been exterminated. It is proposed that such properties should 

be returned to properly constituted 8ueoausor organizations whioh will be 

empowered to use these properties and their proceeds tor the relief and rehabili 

tation of surviving members of the same olass of persecutee. This io the polia.r 

.,-. 	 to which the United States has already subsoribed, both in comeotion with 

occupation polia.v and in Gonneetion with various international agreements. 
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Moreover, other Alliod nations have adopted the same polia,y. Thus, suooessor 

organizations function in the three Western zones of Garmany, and the principle 

of use of heirless property for the relief and rehabilitation of survivine perse- .. 

outeee is incorporated in a variety of international agreements, including the 

Paris Reparation Agreement of 1946. These legislative proposals have, and have 

had, the full support of all of the Executive Departments and agenoies to which 

they have been submitted for comment. 

In consideration of the great merits and justice of the proposed legis

lation, on !·lq 18, 1954, ·11r. Stephen A. Uitchell, Chairman, Democratic National 

Committee, addressed a letter to Rep. Robert crosser, ranking I:linorlty member of 

the aforementioned House Conmdttee.. expressing the hope that the bill will be acted 

upon and passed during this session of Congress and expressing gratitude to the 

Congressrrml on behalf of the Demooratic National COmmittee, "if you will do 

vha~er you can to Bee that this measure receives the oonsideration of your 

Committee at the earliest possible time. 8 

It 'WOuld be particularly appreciated if the. benevolent interest and 

suppo~ of Hr. Da:l:lna.r4 Wt 
( 

Hall, Chairman, Ropubl1can National COmmittee, could be 

seoured to this legislation, and it Mr'. Hall 'WOuld be prepared to call the urgency 

ot this matter to the attention of the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Co~ 

m:tttee and, particularly, Cong. Carl Hinshaw of California, Chairman, SubcommJttee 

on the Trading with the Ene!!lY Aot. It is sinoorely hoped that Hr. Hall vill find 

it appropriate to suggest to Congo Hinshaw the desirability of early and, we 

would hope, favorable consideration of these bills. Both Congressmen Wolverton 

and C~c3S.er have assured us of their continued desire to see the early 

enaatment of this long penaing legislation. 

• 
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Dear 	Senator IHrkaezu 


! regret very much that t he pressure of t 11::.\1 :;ade it imposai'b 1<3 for me to 


supplement my wl"ltteJl statement, \f!1:t'Ch--r-pra'O'(fnfsett~.ir-~,-hsar~,'With aome 

~a~. 


obsorvations I had int"nr!ei! to tleke deQl1!lg~ 8o'll'aral poin-co l"o14ed b:r you 

/I 


and by ltr. Smithy in the 001..1rSe of the hearing. 


Atter the hearinG, 1 disoussed the 'larious points with j'!r. Smithy. TJ!,on 


hiGGugGcst5 on, 1 tUn writ5.n£; :,;'OU vd.th the hope that you would take thase D 


v1ews into conGid81:ation when your Sub-Committee v'3ets to act on 3-2420. 

1. $3,000,000 l1mit~. You quite properly raisod tho question as to why 

the ~J,OOO,OOO limitatio!! i6 i!!~"Ds8d on the amount wMch lTDy be roturnod undar the 

bill. I say t'qu1te properly" bGceuse if the pl"inoiple is oorrect thnt hoirleos 

prOpt1rty of porsecute8s tihoul::1 not esoheat to the ~~ovtJrmtcmt. then it lo~:ice.lly " 

follows that reGard. less . of the a.mouttt involvod, the heirless property should be 
to 

turned over/tho successor organizations for the purposes presoribed in tha bi 11 • 

. Frankly, that was the view of &.11 of the major Jewish o:rganizationa l/hen they 

originally suggested the bills which were introduoed in the 60th, Blat, 02nd, 

nnd a3~d Congresses. The. reason that th6 ~3,OOO,OOO lir.itntion was finally 

written into the bill is that the War Cla.i!ll8 Cotlmisslon 'Vlonldnot give its 

approval to a hi 11 with an open amouDt. The Wal' Clal:r:s Con1nission q f:I.l"guod 

with respect to S-603, the bill whioh passed the Senate of the Slat Congress, 

that unless the li~~tat1cn ware imposed, the amount retu:rnable under the bIll 

might out seriously into tho Wlll" Claima Fund and not leave Q wfficiant fund te 

dlacblu"ge the £ claims compensable under the War elailr'JI Act. 

deferlJDOe to this pcsltlOQ, S-60.3 'WaS 

the $3,000,000 l1tr.1tatiOl'l. 

It is obvious that the original reaSOD for inoluding the $3,000,000 li~itQtiOD 

hae disappeared.. At you know, the At 8lreS Congreas made $75,000,000 available for 
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the~:>!~ claim. am reliably informed that thiu sum!: adequate to coverI 

all of tbe claims p'!"8Rsntly eom!'8Jlaable under the Wa!" Claims Act. Consoquently, 

frOIl'l the standpoint of the fiar Cla1:~8 ~ommi8sion prohlem, thors is no longer any 

reason' in t:Iia!IJIZ im:istlnc l~pO~ the $),000,000 prov1a1on. 

In the OOUt"8e of the hearing, ~,'ou inquired 8,G to how tho ~),OOO, JOO figure 

WaS arrived at. ThIJ ana''1Or 1s thnt. ruther full snmpl1ngs ,vere made of the type 

of property in queotlon RH,'t it was oem!S! ,;01 :81y esljimnter'l that the ~3,OOO,OOO 

awn would lr:BZ oovar all of th~ hotr1e88 properby in question. 'rhis 06lie£ is 

atill entertained by the ~ajor J~lish organizations interested in the b111. 

Therefore, the $3,000,0('10 Ht!'ltatbm would not preasnt the admiatrative problem 
4..----

of proration amone ssveral 8UOOQ690r organization, ~ ~oblem whioh, as both you 

and r,~r. Smithy pointed out, would have to be daelt vlith ifxpm the surn !"stl1rnable 
t~ ~lll ~VJ,.t41<.4~~,rI t?(J;'ftLt~J..Cl uu.-<v' ......_~~v • , 

GXCeed8d/~3,OOO,OOO flf.~r~. Mo~env8ri~~:~Y oertain that the $3,000,000 

figure is an adeQwl!.;e oe~.linb7 t1rpoint of i'aot, all of the helrleae property wi 11 

be turned over to thA sucoessor organization or organisations. There are, hovHlver. 

two reasons why the i3,000,000 limitation should be removed, partioularly Binoe the 
s 

objeotloI1Jl robed by the Will" Cl~,,1ms CommiSsion no longer exist. and ainoe evan 
it 

whi 18 this objection wae Qeoerted, the VEtlidlty of JUtta W8.8 m01"8 apparent than relll. 
The 

1irst and i'oramoat reason for the removal of the limitation is that without 
an 

it the btll woule! have/infinitely cleaner ."I"UB!IBB appearanoe. lJ'rankly, Mr. 

Dirksen, the organisat tons are lnterested in the measure more for the prinCiple 

than foT' the money involved. Had the btll p!"omised to yield only a p&tO.try Bum, 

the Jewish organizations 'Would 8ti 11 have been interested in the enactment of the 

measure. BaGloally, it 18 otfensive to onets sense of esthetios, if not to h.ill 

justioe, to see property within this unique category treated as enemr property. 

It 11 ouly lIItt3:h whan 110 appeared that the bi 11 could not pass without the limitation 

that the t:t oOlDpl"omi88 wall agreed UPDIl. The raaBon for the comprom1ae Do louze" 

• J - , 
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ha'Vinr:: any validity, it would 888m -l;hat the limitation should be romoved. The 


bill would certainly b~ e muoh mora dignified measure if it did not inolude tho 


11m1tat1 on • 


ThE! aecond reason foT' tJ;fl rer.'oval of the limitation is thG one « '! 'i1 Bl!l&1it

~~! 

8uggest,d by l:r. Sm1thy~ th'3 fldmini.strat1ve p1"'oblems which it would p~es.nt. First 18 

th6 theoretical problem ·of proret',on, in the event that t:he sum returnabla actually 

exoee~ed $3,000,000 W'ld!:;h!'.t :,;or6 than one :lUO{l6SS0r organization, rapl'es'!ntati va or 

more than on'l olast! of persecutea!, ware appoInted hy the Prosident. Seoonuly, 

1& the prollem or computinr; the vnlue of a future 1ntereat in an estate as of the 

datf! the return il!: ~9. At.: M1"'. Snithy pointed out, such computation would re

qU11"'8 eotu81"'ial work, woulc CiV8 the 0ffioe of Alien P1"'operty att additional 

burdens and would thuB i:1terfore with th~ Winding up of th~ ope:ratio-:1s D of that 

Offioe, an and which your eom:7.ittee has stronGly u1"'e;ed bs pursued. 

The only J!II1d:BIIJIlIIB8 retioenoe we have ahout racolll!Hsndinr. the deletion of 'ehe 

$),000,000 limitation 1& that without the limitation the bill might frighton some 

membe1'" of Congl"ess and he 'Would oppose it on the Consent CQlendar. or ooo1"'8a, t bs 

Jaw1sh organizations would pl"'9fer to have the bill with the eJ,ODO,OOO limitation 

than no bill at all, since Jt'.IC'..:i the aotual effect would be the same. Secondly, 

the f'ina1!r decision nato whether the ~.3,OOO,OOO limitation should or ahoula not 

appeal' rests upon r.hat 3-"OU be 11e". to be the ohancel of getting the bi 11 through 

on the Consent CaleDdar withou4; the limItation. If j'ou judgmotJt is that the (Jhlln08s
) 

Ilre the saffle in either evant. then obviously It should be 1"'ernoved fo1'" the reasons '" 

~ indioated. I~ 8eems to me relevant in this connection to point out there wae 

no lirn1 to.t ion imposed on tho property returnable uDder the 1946 amend!!ltHlt to the 

Troil ing s with the Enemy Act in favor of living perseouteea. Should you oome to 
J 

the conolusions that the $.3,OOO_O~ limitation should be 1"'err!OV.d, strong astatortl8Dt • Q 

• ~ in our judgment. should appear in the aooompanying report to th(l efr.at t bat 
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it 1G morally oortain that the sum will not axct'HJd ~;3.000,00D. Tho reporl should 

also ~tc.tc t1:::lt the resSO!l th~ ~3,OOO,OOD limitati.on '\I'1QS impoBs::l was to :m-oteot the 

War Claim. Fund, th~ft tho bill wa& introduoed before the Congress a.ppropriated 

sufficient funds to take 081'e o£ all the war claims oompensable UDder tha War 

Claims /ot) and t~ reaSO::l t.!!et l1rd.tation 16 now strioken is tho.t there are moral 

arguments in ravor or thE:! I.\IJ(I ('If' thE' property for tho purposes provide~ for by 
/D 

S4420,/auob aa it should be 8!,pl1oable to all property falling within the category 

of property dealt with in the bill" ~)t:?L-t Il.t:~~.~ .;:??/;Z:~;<_(,. 
I : l~' 
v/' ' , '1 " ,r/ -.jU .. --.-vl"··..·.(..I,......tJ..... ~.-.( ~,~,.--(...L,-r ",,---.<_kl :,:-'. I 

3 iI r:: ,),l.1.!l 
...t3ii...·'~~ . 

http:limitati.on


\ 

YIVO 347.17American Jewish Committee 
AJC (GEN-IO) 

. Box 296 
File 3 

no date/near 4/54 

2. ..,19 P"'ftll'" Jg; !!t'!... 'I (P) 2t Bub••att... (a) (2). !pl}aarill 

this p~oblem milht not pra...' • difficult qusltlon ot construetion siDOl. whil. 

t1Ie 3111 11 tnieD4ea to be l.Wte4 '0 the p~opertJ' of pe'P80D8 deprt.ed of 

\hell' llbel't7 u! ttl11 rip" of cttlceJl8hlp. \he B.ctleD (D) eta. haa 1"8f'eRACe 

to 4_1 DAtlonali u veU U !he !'eMOD. the Btll -was not drawpi.......... 

more nanovll' Is \hat that pO'r't.Oll 0' t, 'tM8 ·eopted from an ec.'rUer bUl, betOR 

'lM .80tlon eonts,1D84 a:t.J.T Htere.. '0 dunl _tional.. At tU prehnt time l' 

wauld leem appropnate ta _114 ""~,~"",,,••,, S9 IfGlJJ ......,a~ 
lItot~ 

iiiETiii~ 11_ fa kalhe. would, _s;,auae 01 II 8ub.t~tin.l dSEl'ivat1on at 
""" 

Ubertt or thll fatl]!!! to enagz full riet. of ettieeDsblp'. 'be el1g1bt. to 'Neel.,. 

l'etlU'U under the proTte.1I ek. (tu 'DDd.eJ'8corad. ponton is add..d to 11. 9 

p.l of tbe lill). 

). r08a1ble oontl1cte ovel" 8.luetloD of a euoca•••r organisation. ~ J---------------------...:.......... ,. --..~ 
pointed out tn .., "tatemeat the Jill I_ primarll)" OM iDVolTtag \be propert,- of the 

Jed "ho perlehlla.. .,. quetleD 18 .\1:1e1' the FNetdent will be confronted 

wtth \he pl"ob1~m of making A cbotee beMen several Jevieh oJ'gv.n1aatlou 

8pFlJiDg for U-. R,Pp01atmeat as 81!ece".o" o%"ganhation. It 1e consensus ot the 

major Jewteh organilatioD' ~t while 'heoYetical~ such a ~J'oble. Ea7 be 

prasan"'. it will la fact DOt ar1... !be Jewlab R~8tl~ttoD lacelle.oJ' organiza

tioD. Yas aelee"d aa ,be BaOCI••OJ' oPgp~i£at1Dn ~.r thl M111taP,1 Ooyernmea' 

lAY 10. 59. rule acUD8 in that capac"'t it l\all eal'Jled tbe l"8spGct of tba 

United Ste"! IW.thonUe. tn I)e~. !he l'1'8ald.nt. r.knettal Cl.tq EUld 

MP. Meeler !lftJ well acquata_d with 'h1a organ!.a't... !hI. organisation will 

detlnlte17 aw1r al tbe n.ea."o'" organtzat!oa uder I.• 2420. Ii" it .hcul4 

3 ,q··,...n·"4
. .I.J;:) ~ ~ 
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d • .,.lop tha.t uou....r erganlsattOD. wtl1 app17. it will eel"ta1uly not be repre

"JlMtift of the leviah ChUP8. Ita.ee the ruo doe. vl2't_l17 have the WW11mou 

bacttDc ot the najo? le.tab orcan1catlODI 111. the Unite! State., the Presiden' 

vtll lIDdoubkdq a.lee' the .rena Reat1hUoJl Suecesacr OrBtlD.1tatlOli.. It t' 

ablo1utelT eerts.1D that 6\ competittoa which, though. not ut1c11~ate4. mq 

acttaallr 11&'-1'1..11... will «1" the P1'e,ldellt not the aUptea' bit of elfloa1"

raaDeJl' in llAktac hll tlaa1 ..leftl.. 

I know thtd tu O&l_.al' of 70'111' Itlbcoaadtt.eo 1. vert c,owdea, bu' Z 81!! hope; 

ful. 011. the bash of ,he 1'lIU"'f'\11ous apt!'!.t y:fJ. el:h.1biteil in the !war1,,*, oi the 

8ubcomaltte. 'M.' 10U to!111 ,1(0 ""c"17 h3nt to tHI'\;' tha.t thIJ J111 in VQttttl ou' 

Cl (~( ;C/LhN--tL~'
) 

http:Itlbcoaadtt.eo
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9 March 1954 

MI'. Samuel tiolaa 
lDterutloftal DowI4ary Com.m.l••loa 
101 JDdialla Aven,,& 
Wub.lQstOft, D. C. 

RE: Heirl••• Aae.t. 83rd COlllr.s._eo 

Deal' Sam..: 

I cadoe. ber.with, la accol'ciaDc. with yOQl' kiad offer of last 
week. • copy of &. m.emoraa4'WD wbleb 1 __t '0 you. and to Bernard KatacD 
last Dec:ombel'. TIl. deyelopmeaca aiDee theD are: 

1) On December as, 1951. NI'. Jacob Slall.tein, Preal~.ftt of 
the Amerlcaa Jewish Committ... aDd R.abbi I_rae! Cioldat.la, Preaident 
ol th. American Jewl.1I CoaSr•••••I'oto to SenalOt' Laaler, expres8ins 
the hope tbat the biU could. b. reported favorably 800n. 

Z) Oa JanUary 1], 1954. Snator LangOI' r.aponded. atatiAS that 
the biU waa 'before Senator Dirkaea.t • SQ'bcommitt.e. 

3) OIl January Zl. 1 wrote to Senator Dirksen. pointing out that 
the bUl was .OA.... _4 bl-p.artl.aAt_ that i.t bad bflen sponsored by Senator 
Taft -.d varl0118 Democrat. iD tbe pa.'. that it was D.OW spcmBol"ed by 
SeaatoraHe.mtiD••, LaDler aad MeCal'raot that it had previot1s1y passed 
OD the con.eDt caleac1ar. and that it. wae an exp,reseioQ ot policies already 
adopted. OIl both tho1esiala.tive aD4 ...cUliy. ai4e• 

• ) OD. Iaulliu'y 30. Seaator Dirksen wrote to me~' Baying that b. 
baC eGbmttted .. omDibl&8 lain ia the ••omy property field, and HI ahan 
waat to explore tbe whole field. before cOD.ldeI'm. any separate bUl. DOW 
peadlo._ t, 

5) CD. February 6 Mr. Kat_.. wrote to Mr. MolU'oe Goldwater. 
promle1ll1 to look iato &he matter. 

n. !.~t i. tbat 5_&&01' Dirka..-a reply 'e a ,ra"e dlaappomtmut. 
HI. oaudbu. bill 40•• II8t touch beirl••• property. ..And tho propo••d heirl••• 
pnpOl'ty leslalaU. .IaINl' aOC be ~ .f a. in the same cat.gory .. tho 

3452,t6 
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Pale Number Two 

ll1UDerOu.8 bill. DOW peDdlDI aft.CUD, .emy property in tbe UDlted Stato•• 
TIl.property whicb le heirl•••.1. 10 tlaat category becaus. it. owner., 
together with their elltire f!!!JU.a...ere brutally exterminated by the 
Nula. Thb 1. iD DO real a...a. u.em.yu property. To think that the 
Ualted Stat•• would. 80 ",eat 1t is to perpetrate a moral travesty. U the 
owaere were alive. Uaey could. regain their property; the pdQdple ie 
clear, and hal been loulb.t for by tile UDited States in all other cou.a.tri.8, 
that "haidea.t' property .bou1el 'be 1I••el for relief and rehabilltation of 
the aurvivml p.r.ee"t.... There Dev.r hu beeD lilly CODlr•••man Oft 

elther side of the CODI"••' w1:ao haa oppo••d thieprlac1ple. nel'e never 
h•• b.e.. ally OppOI1D.a wita•••: ae:a.eral Clay, Jua,. Robert Patterson and 
Mr. McCloy wero the principal po,.... puahiDI 1t. And 80 OD. 

1 line.rely II.ope tbat it would be po••ible for you. to call thi. 
matter directly to tile atteatlcm of SeDator Dirksell. and that the bill eould 
b. reported favorably by bls IlUbc:ommitte.. I am 8uro that tbe full Committee 
would follow suit immediately. u4 that it would PZ6!'f},the Senate on tbec:onaent 

Jcaleadar. ' (\"'i. ' 
:,i.~r 

.:<4¥.'7j! ' 

I hope taat you win pardOD the pa••l ....ate tODe ot th1. letter. !hlt 
tile priDc1ple CllXlbodied. in thle bl111a 0Il8 wbieh cannot be repudiated. wltbout 
dota, aUr01lt to th.lawe of morality ADd, 1 may add, 10 the memory of those""0 ..uect 1n the ,aa ehambel'a .... who died with their parents, children. and 
all other relative.. Th.,. should DOt be 80. eoon foraothm. 

WUh beet regards, " 

Slat,.. 


: ..... 3,4,524/1 
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ABB.... P. SOHWA..RTZ 

STANLEY GEWIRTZ 

GEORGE J. SOLOMON 

3 March 1954 

Mr. Jacob Blaustein 
Am.erican Building 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Dear Jacob: 

The other day I promised to bring you up to date on the present 
heirless property legislation. This situation is as follows: 

Following the introduction of the bills in the Senate and the House, 
on a bipartisan basis, various attempts were made to expedite considera
tion. With these, particularly on the Senate side, you are familiar, since 
you participated in or originated them. The upshot of this all has been, . 
however, a letter from Senator Dirksen, a copy of which I sent to you 
under date of 4 February, the operative sentence of which was "I shall 
want to explore the whole field ~efore considering any separate bills 
now pending". Since the omnibus bill in the Trading with the Enemy 
Act field is a large and controversial one, this decision, if adhered 
to, would spell the death of the heirless property in the present Congress. 

I have now talked with Langdon West, Senator Hennings' Assistant. 
He is to talk to Hennings and Langer. It would be hoped that you and few 
others could attend that meeting. and persuade them to try to get Dirksen 
to discharge the heirles s property legislation, the ground that it is non
controversial and bepartisan. This being an election year, maybe there 
is some hope if we can demonstrate some interest. 

SJR/rs 
CC: Dr. Hevesi 
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Senator Ewrett. H. D1.rkaeD 
Un!ted states senate 
Senate Ortice aund1. 
Washington 25, D. c. 

ne - 8. 2420 

Dear Senator Dirkaena 

I 1Iri.t.e in cormect.ion with S. ~"""""'--ii 
duced at. the last session ot tbe C:ODf~tfP''b7 
of hi1IseU and SeMtora Lallier and ~,1i4r 

It 1a IV understudi Dg tha 
SUb-Commlttee on ~ Property Legis 

'.-..- '101~CrO.1~~~recI to, as 10U und.oubtedl.y knowt 1s 
'b1part1 and. we bel1eve, rovers1nl. It bas in the past had the 
act1ve Taft who sponsored. substantially identical legis
lation saGa, be1Dg joined by Senators ltc'Jrath end f)tConnor. 
SUbs leg1ala't.1on has in the J)eot been reported by the 
Senate tee a.'ld bas, passed the Senate on the consent cal.end.'1r. 
Hol'8O'Ver •. held betare the House Interstate and Foreign Com
merce Co "u f8wrably report,ed by t!wt cOI.d:ttee Out failed ot 
p.'lssa€';e 1rl the end-O'f'-oesslon lU8h at the end ot tbe Eight:f-first. Congress. 

rie belie". the legisldiion to be olearly in Hcordance nth the 
alresdy expressed pol1cy ot both the legislative and the exeaut1ft branches 
of the United States gowrnmeut. On the legisJ.."lt1ve side, the '.i:radi.n& with 
the ~ A.ct now prov.i.dea, and bas .. done tor IIams )11 Or'S, tor retu:rns 
ot property to peraecutee8~ s. 2h2O would ext.eD1 this pol.1cyto propert.7 
which balcmged to persecutee. who were. together 1d..th their entire families, 
ext..erminated. Such property, or Sots J,D"OCMds. would 'be used by orsen1z..4l.tioDB 
to be dea1pated by the Pres14ent, Ullder close au.perv1B1on, and on the baa1s 
of stan1~rda establ1a.hed in t.be bUl itself, tor the reliet and rehab1l1tation 
or sumvingpersocttteu wbo are 1n Deed. 

http:orsen1z..4l
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All uecmtl'9'8 ag;enc1ea 'to wb10h the bill bas in the put t~ 
returred have ooncurred in apport. of it. 

should. there be any '1187 1n which I e an be ot any asalstance in 
th18 mtter, either in apla1n:hte the __eG1.ty for this legislation 01! 

in d1acussin.g oerta.1ft or 1," provisions, I aboul.d be ot course delighted 
to &i_ aro- aaB1st.aDee. _ 8ft ext~ hOpeful t.lt?t the legulitt.lon 
can be passed on tba co_at. oaler.tdare of both houses ot the CQnt~res8 
c:1t.tr!.D€ the earl1' part or tbe present H.IlIaion. 

I 'J'JJIrY po-majle add tbit personal now that I am glad to ha1'e this 
opportun1ty to 1II'1te to 10\1, aiDoe I am a Mt1ve ot Cld.cagorllnd a1m main

taln .'III!I domio1le 1n COOk CouIIV· "',.,._ 1/!; . : 

.. 1l1Daera4_~ 

~ 
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D R AFT 

Hon. Lindley Beckworth 
Comrr.ittec,oll Interstate and 

Foreign CO~Jerce 
Room 1334 
New House Office Building 
Wa:;;h1ngton, D. C. 

Re: Heirless Property ~egislation 
S. 603, HtR. 1649. H.R. ;;'760. 

Dear Congressman Beckworth: 

Judge Patterson has advised ;,ne that afte-:- I 

\Am, Jw~h ,C;mb''7e 
'(GEN 10) . 
Box 796 
F;~~]e' ],:+<-,... ... /1)C r 

t,. ~, .. ) .::1 ' 

(May 21, 1950) 

l1ad left 

tIle :warlng 'ivhic!l was held before your subco~ittee on :Jay 15, 

a question arose with respect to the amount of rrnon:c.onetary 

gold" "hich Viti;:> turned over by the Allied authorities in Germany 

and Austria to the International Refugee Organization. 

The term f1nonmonetary gold", as I explai:ned during the 

hearing, was used to include unidentifiable and nonrestitutc:.ble 

personal property such as gold coin collections, rings, some 

precious stones, silverware and gold teeth. Under the ter:ns of 

the Paris Reparations Agreement of 1946,norunonetary gold along 

wi th German assets in neutral courltries up to 25 million dollars 

and heirless assets of persecutees in neutral countries were 

to be turned over' to the IRO for use in relief and resettlement 

of nonrepatriable victims of German action. 

The total amount which 100 was sci1edUled to recei 'le from 

all three sources was in the neighborhood of )0 million dollars. 

To date, ur: • .fortunately, thE.: ...IRO' has received only 20 million of 

this amount. Of the 20 million received, 3 million has been 

realized from the liquidation of nonmonetary gold emu the remaining 

345251 
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17 million represents t..''1e contributions of SWeden and. 8\,;i tzerland 

out of German assets iu those countries. No funds have been 

received from the third source, heirless assets in neutral cowltries. 

I believe that the ubove ::uay serve t~) clarify my 

testimony on page 141 of tae transcript. 

I wish to thank you again for ttlE: courteous hearing 

which Vias given to me, and to repeat illy hope that S. 603 will 

shortly become law. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ fa.•4fl'ERSQM 

Q 4e; rH'~'2tiJ .: y ,." I.J 
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;?lti1 Ji\( "'!, oD . 
..~ir~·~f .~. I';'~~": 

(CURTIS 8. BELKNAP) 

ONE WALL STREET 
ROBERT P. PATTERSON 

CHAUNCEY BELKNAP 

VANDERBILT WEBB NEW YORK 5, N.Y. 
.JAM ES F. CU RTIS 

COUNSEL 

RICHARD H. MCCANN 

..JOHN V. DUNCAN CABLE ACCRESS 

WINDSOR B.PUTNAM CURTISITE 

RICHARD G. MOSER 

May 19, 1.950 

Hon. Lindley Beckworth 
Committee on Interstate and 

Foreign Comrr.erce 
Room 1334 
New House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Heirless Property Legislation 
s. 603. H.R. 1849, H.R. 27bO. 

Dear Congressman Beckworth: 

In accordance with your reCiuest at the hearing on 

May 15 on the above bil~s, I am happy to furnish you the following 

supplementary information concerning the organizations interested 

in or affected by the proposed legislation. 

First let me say that the American Jewish COIlll1littee is 

an organization dedicated to preventing the infraction of civil 

and religious rights of Jews, to securing for Jews equality of 

economic and educational opportunities and to alleviating the 

consequences of persecution. The American Jewish Committee is 

therefore interested in obtaining passage of this legislation, 

although it will not apply to the President as a successor 

organization. I might add that the American Jewish Committee was 

'r:: "",.
,34J~0j 



I 

2 

YIVQ 347.17 
AJC (GEN-10) 
Box 296 
File 3 

established in 1906 and is a thoroughly responsible organization. 

Mr. Jacob Blaustein of Baltimore is President. 

The Joint Distribution Committee is the largest 

voluntary overseas relief agency in the world. Because of its 

vast experience in working with victims C'lf Nazi persecution its 

assistance was requested L.'"l estimating the amow1t of heirless 

,property vested in the Alien ~roperty Custodian. Mr. Edward M. M. 

Warburg of New York, New York 1s Chairman of this organization. 

If this legislation 1s enacted I understand that the 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization (JRSO) will apply to 

the President for designation as successor in interest to Jewish 

persecutees. JRSO is a charitable organization incorporated under 

the laws of the State of New York. Mr. Edward M. M. Warburg also 

heads this organization. JRSO was apPointed by, General Clay, 

pursuant to Military Government Law No. 59, as the successor 

organization authorized to claim Jewish property in Germany. 

am enclosing a copy of the Military Government order appointing 

JRSO. 

I want to thank you and the subcommittee again for 

permitting me to testify in behalf of this legislation. 

Sincerely yours, 

i':'(1~~~ lr. . j~,:~~ ..1'l'.r,,('~('~
.Q; u ..:I,,,,, .a._...~, ...ht/'.". 

Enclosure 
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ONE WALL STREET 

ROBERT p, PATTERSON NEW YORK S, N ,Yo 
C .... AUNCEy BELKNAP 
VANDERBILT WEBB 
RICHARD H.MCCANN 

.JAMES F'. CURTIS 
COUNse;t.. 

.JOHN V. DUNCAN 
WINDSOR B.PUTNAM 
RICHARD G. MOSER 

May 16, 1950 • CABL E ADDRESS 

CURTISITE 

Dr. Eugene Hevesi, 
American Jewish Committee, 
386 Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York. 

Re: Heirless Property Legislation. 

Dear Dr.' Hevesi: 

I want to give you a report on the hearing yesterday be

fore the subcommittee of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce on our bills. 

General Clay testif.ied first and made an excellent state

ment in support of the bill. Congressman Hinshaw asked him some 

questions about the disposition by the military government of non

monetary gold found in Germany, work by the IRO and other matters 

not directly related to our bill. I believe that the subcommittee 

was impressed by his testimony and that it was very helpful. 

I then testified, and am enclosing some copies of my pre

pared statement. Mr. Hinshaw also asked me various questions re

lating to disposition of property seized by our occupation forces. 

Mr. Beckworth asked me what organizations would probably request 

the President to be designated as successor organizations. I told 

Mr. Beckworth that I would advise him by letter on this point. 

would appreciate your letting me know what information you have on 

this. 

I 
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Mr. George'L. Warren, Advisor on Refugees and Displaced 

Persons ~n the Bureau of United Nations Affairs testified for the 

State De';;)artment and I am enclosing a copy of his prepared state

ment. F.~s testimony was very good, to the effect that this legis

lation i~ in complete accord with and implements the foreign policy 

of the U:;,,_i ted States. 

J'ir. Thomas H. Roberts, General Counsel of the War Claims 

Commissi~n, testified for that agency and I also enclose a copy 

of his p~8pared,statement. He stated that the Commission would 

have no -:-bjection to the committee taking favorable action on our 

legislation if there were a three million dollar ceiling in it. 

J1r. Harold Baynton, Acting Director of the Budget, made 

a brief ~~atement in support of the bill. He submitted no pre

pared sta~ement and relied on the letter of the Department of 

Justice d,:;.ted May 12, 1950 supporting the bill. In this letter it 

was sugge~ted that that part of Section 2 of the bill which extends 

the time ~or the owner or his heirs to file should be omitted. I 

consented to this amendment. 

~fter the hearing I had lunch with Congressman McGuire, a 

member of the subcorrunittee. I also had a brief talk with the Speaker 

of the HO·,.1.se, Mr. Rayburn. He said he hoped that the legislation 

would be ~assed at this session of Congress. 

Enclosures ~rJi~l_y_y_;_ur_s_,_______ 

3 " ,.... ".~ 6lIJ ,'-..
....Iv v 
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statement of Robert P. Patterson be Box 296
fore Subcommittee of Committee on File 3
Interstate and Foreign Connnerce 
of the House of Representatives 
on S.603, H.R. 1849 and H.R. 2780. 

I strongly support passage of the amendment to 

the Trading with the Enemy Act proposed by S.603 and its 

companion bills H.R. 1849 (by Mr. Wolverton) and H.R. 

2780 (by Mr. Crosser). The proposed amendment permits 

charitable organizations to recover property vested by 

the government from persecuted persons who died without 

heirs, the funds recovered to be used for relief of sur

viving persecutees. 

The Trading with the Enemy Act now provides that 

alien property formerly owned by persecutees shall not be 

forfeited but shall be returned to the former owner or to 

his heirs. The present law, unfortunately, does not cover 

the case where the former owner is dead and left no heirs. 

These bills would cover that case by providing that heir

less property of persecutees shall be turned over, under 

proper safeguards, to a relief organization approved by 

the President for relieving impoverished persons of the 

same group as the deceased owner. 

The beneficiaries of the proposed legislation 

will be the groups who were the first enemies of our enemies 

in World War II. The casualty rate among these groups was 

unprecedentedly high.· In the imposition of persecution 

they were treated as groups. This bill would treat them 

as groups in permitting the use of property of fellow 
• > .~~ ••~f'; •..• ' ", ;....,.. '0(:" .,' :- ~.. -.::- .. -: .~ *:.r::~:~ "::," . { 

victims for 'the relief of survivors. 

(Amendmetns to War ClaimsAct andTraqing with t;.ht Enemy Act)
(P.$. Cong~e~s~ HOuse of ~eprese~tatlves~ Commlttee.On Interstte and 

. .. orel n Commerce," Hearln s Ma 15 1950 In March-Se t 1950) 

http:Commlttee.On
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The merit of the proposed legislaticn and its 

appropriateness in the framework of American policy is, I 

submit, beyond dispute. 

In 1946 Congress amended Section 32 of the Trading 

with the Enemy Act so as to permit persecutees or their 

heirs to recover vested property. In so doir'; Congress 

gave expression to the policy that the United States will 

not use for its own purposes the assets of pe~sons who 

were themselves the victims of our enemies ir: Wqrld. War II. 

The United States has clearly stated its position 

with respect to heirless property in international agree

ments, both those concluded by the Executive ~nd those 

ratified by the Senate. Article 8 of the Par~s Reparation 

Agreement of 1946 sets up a plan for assistan~e in connec

tion with the rehabilitation and resettlement of non

repatriable victims of German action and i.n p~ragraph C 

provides that "governments of neutral countries shall be 

requested to make available for this purpose • • • assets 

in such countries of victims of Nazi action who have since 

died and left no heirs." Provisions carrying out this 

directive are in fact incorporated in agreeme~ts between 

the United states, Great Britain and France on the one 

side and some of the neutral countries on the othero 

In the treaties with the satellite countries, the 

Allies insisted on provisions for the disposition of heir

less property in a manner almost identical with that pro

vided by 8.603 •. , In the .Treaties with Roumanla and Hungary, 

3,15258 
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it was provided that "all property, rights and interests 

••• of persons, organizations or comnrunities which ••• 

were the object of racial, religious or other Fascist mea

sures of persecution and remaining heirless or unclaimed 

for six months after the coming into force of the present 

Treaty shall be transferred • • • to organizations • • • 

representative of such persons, organizations or communi

ties. The property transferred shall be used by such 

organizations for purposes of relief and rehabilitation 

of surviving members of such groups, organizations and 

communiti e s • • ." 

The military government in the United states zone 

of Germany has also made provision for utilization of heir

less property of persecutees for purposes of relief and 

rehabilitation of survivors. (Military Government Law 

No. 59) 

Enactment of the proposed amendment has repeatedly 

been urged by interested government departments. The De

partment of state has stated that its enactment "is highly 

desirable as an aid in carrying out the foreign policy of 

the United States." The Department of Justice has also 

recommended its passage (SR No. 784 on S.603, 81st Cong. 

1st Sess. pp. 7, 12, 13). 

Amounts Involved 

The amount of property affected by this legisla
en 

tion will not be large. L'") 

C'-l 

I testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee lD 
~ 

that in: my '~pinion; based on the advice of competent ob-
(Y) 
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servers, the amount of property affected will range be

tween $500,000 and $2,000,000. At my request, a further 

study of the vesting orders was made this year by the 

America'n Jewish Co.mmittee and the Joint Distribution Com

mittee. Thl,s study indicated that about $2,000,000 is 

involved. I do not believe it possible to obtain a more 

accurate estimate. As Senator McGrath pointed out in 

his report for the Senate Judiciary Committee (S.R. No. 

784), "unti1 an actual ~xperience has been had with the 

administration of the proposed amendment no truly accurate 

estimates are possible, (although) it is nevertheless com

pletely clear that the total amount of money which will be 

affected by this legislation is relatively inconsequentia1. 1t 

Nevertheless, in order to allay any fear that a 

greater amount may be involved and in order to expedite 

consideration of the bill, I ha've suggested to the Hon. 

Lindley Beckworth, Chairman of the Subcommittee, that a 

ceiling of $3,000,000 be written into the bill. To accom

plish this I suggested that S.603 be amended by adding at 

the end of the sentence on page 2, line 12; 

"Provided, however, that such returns here
under,sha11 not exceed a total of $3,000,000. 11 

Reasons for Enactment 

The proposed amendment is eminently just and rea

sonable. The assets of victir~ of Nazi persecution should 

be used for relief of survivors, not to pay claims against 

the United States no matter how_worthy the claims may be. 

-, . , The amount of property involved is not large, and the need. 
• . '. ';\ i' ~ • ~. :-" \ ',' • 

·3452GO 
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of these people for relief is so well known as to require 

no argument. The United States, I am certain, does not 

want to make a profit out of these assets that were enemy-

owned only in the most technical sense, being in reality 

the property of friends of the United States. 

It is in line with the policy of Congress and 

the Administration. Its passage will implement United 

States policy in Germany. It will also favorably affect 

representations by the United States to Switzerland, which 

is a large depositary of heirless assets, pursuant to the 

provisions of the Final Act of the Paris Conference on 

Reparations and the Five-Power Agreement of June, 1946. 

The release of such funds by Switzerland would reduce 

the obligations assumed toward displaced persons by 

United States occupation forces in Europe and by the 

International Refugee Organization. 

I respectfully submit that the proposed amend

ment to the Trading with the Enemy Act should become law 

at this session of Congress • 

• . • . ~, v:'I'·...,'>:-.... ".-' , 
. . ,~ 
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:;, J ,'~<~! ~)~) 

i\X. ::~r.1~·i.1~~1 
~'ar (:.1r::i3:';!1 (;~~1t::!.:!'.i,~~i_-:-::1 

7th fL r~tr8·::tt:i, .• '" Yfa;r;!1'l~;.f:tf,)!I! T~. c. 

:fol3 ,!1.. 1~1 !'~0,1.L1. t~!:~:-t:: 't.T~ .~.,'!'(~\~~tt."t~.!::.]~:lt d:!!:c;,'l!':,:::c~~l ~~~~ ":1;, :'-:r L i,'; "'\::1 'vr~, til 
r;frs.. r.A'G'~~, R:~ -;~.'G 11:!s t:'~ :-.:1". :.~c:)C:..t..~, .::::.:~::' .~".'~~~:~ :5.:jr;. .~~!,,!':: ;'! ~:. t:5.. t.:.1 h: 
~~p.:r Gl~1i:r~:~ r>:r~·:~~sS].(1Y! tOWR1"C. ~J. 6..")3. 

rlouse G~,··:.::::i tt~~ 0;; !nt;]rst[l:~~e ~l1't! F'o!~e:tn~ C"';,~-:;.:;,~;~~!; ~~':G :~C·i·!(~tlG.::~;~! r:. 603 {lnrl 
its t".7.:1 CO::1;t.o1"n..~rt HOI.:.!3E: b:!.ll.n for nn open i;{;t::.1.n;~ :)t'! t!1C !:·:.1r~1i;1(· ef i l:;~ 
1950. On be!.'.nlf or the !;.;.;:o!.'"ic::rn. Jowlsh CO~::'J"i~~';!J8 iird othnr i~lt('·:::-':.:r,:tC'rJ {'.lr-' 

...,......~"''''+..4()'''., ,.,,~, "'~""''''''''~1y' ",_,<,>"t,J4:.:';"~·"V~ t'h"''- ..........\":.~.,,,h:-,t .. ~." "t~ .... "'j-.·!r.~"' "'i"'~'-'-~':'~~"''''\1"'"·.- ....i,J.._~4.i\,I ...
(~,"-,........ · ... ij{~,~t.;,;,,"·J, ;;;J--...,."""\,;j;~U ~~.f1.fr~; ..~.'\i- :..(..., ...... _,,;; ...,,~~ 


find it ~~,~~'ij1t;! to re~)01·t .1'Gvorabli on V', ~:{)~~i.tc,j:i;):.~~; l!iJr.:i..~tl::l·:.ior~. 

! believe thst ! shou.ld hrint to ::I"CUT ~ttention .the f,";ot thnt.•J:ldge 
Robert F~ Pntwl"'son, on. belcl.r of the v.z;r:tO"..lO o::-g.rl.niz.~ticm.:.:. which h:]w,· :1t.T'::m~~ly 
l:.tt"ged T-*i8!~:lf!r:: of this bill, hss Buese~-t.e<l to tho l':,o~:~~)t~:t";:;~f t~lf; n:)U:!;~f T.ntk'~r
state and P'o:rcign Commerce Comtl1ttee that n l1.'t'.1ultion of ~3,O:')(),OOC 1m pL~!ood 
in t!.'se.';le~:1slJ!t.1on. You1dll recall t."lnt t:!.sro ht;1·s beon some question c:::~ to 
thoert;ent at the eL'lw wf:'!.1oho1..5'.;.'ht 00 :rr~de ur.der 3. 603 aha'...!l(l ~:..t. ::)~c'.)~ law. 
Inordar to I!".ake perfectly cloar thatt.li!1:se elai.'!l!! 'ri.'ill· in .no cn.filE'il i'j:~Cl:'ll t:lO 
~nts Ik""Orlde~ for in the War Claims Jict of 191t3, it has beensug~{(:;3ted that 
the following In..'1{!1lag8 be inserted at the: end of line 12 onpm,ge 2. of t.'"te 
comcitt.se .P!'int of s. 603. 8~ded, however, that stICh returns p~ronn(ler 
shall not e:.:.cead C1 total or f~),OOO,OOO.tt 

J It appears amply clear thnt tbis prov.u;ion w.+ll prewnt anzr inter
ference with 'the operations of the War Cl.'lims CO'C1!i'd~sioltl. Per1:mPS r !should adel, 
to Ilv.)id 'all possibility ot misunderstanding, that in suggestint; a l..1iUtation 
ot it3,OOO.OOO, we dD 80 to elim1....te m:t1 factor or buclE~tary u.nererta1nty and 
not because ~ believe tb.nt. thore shduld be any rf!strict1on on ~ amount of 
heirless property whichsho\lld be devoted to the reliof land nJN(bUitut1on of 
BUt''V1ving ~tims of No.td. aot.1.oc. .AII A practical mo.t~. hmfevel"~ it appears 
that the tot!al mmount ot hsirlees .. prOperty in the TJn1tedGtat.e.i:tormerly 
belonp)ng tcf vict.imS of persecnt.ion 'W111 not in tbe aggro{t2te mj!lO~mt to tho 
suo. aJ'8Cifif/id.

!I 
' . 
. . t' 

, 
, 
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It is h.:;pad that. ,'lith thin ur:'lOmh:'1ent the ','i.a~' Cl;:ims ~~;U;"~;;;i.f::..;io~·: 
'Irilloo able t.o S'.lPPort tho proposed 1.eGi~L'ltiO!'l. 
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Judt;G nobcrt P. lPatterson 
Fa't.teraon J BelJ.:-:1Qp [, Yvabb 

~~,"'r .....UVY"",,unl·:llil ~£·1"'1;~·~r-.~ l«'" C'··!1Vo .... ,. .... .. or't 1'11'"... I:\~~ i;,·'.;~.... ''';'..l.,~,,,,.:,.,,.'loI.N·.....J., ~SWL""", _ '-J.l \-1<' .;t-.:~ ...~ ••H ~~ ... _·,.d.~..... _ ':<7)~";"''':''''';''''"'"''''' 

telephoned tod:;;;r ~n.1 apc;ke "dth ;.tr. }J.\;i!":Jld ::3.a.ynum; 'ict..:';.ng ;.'irtH:t:)!' o.~· 1i11iJ ,)ftieo 
ot i,lien Tr,"}pfL'rty. 

I e~plnined to 1:0:-. Baynt.on tlli~t ):;'1'. Clc,(dr'lj u: t3'IG Am' Cln:litlS 
Col'llftdsnic)l1 h.ad oxp!"6fJsed hiD td1J.ingnP:38 to arprtlvE; ~.6J.J '.tith li. t~o nilliun 
dollar li:!.itt.~tionJ ilnu th.:t Cont;I"OBfJm.n.n DEtckl1'Jrth had CXpl"f>,-Si:>ed appl'ova~l af the 
P'UrJ.lGSI!)S at" t!'".e le~i'Jhtion. I indicti.l'tecl tmt j)ro;Jo!'mc1 la~1g'..u~t1e h~'1d hf,on elo.7l.red 
between us and. the legal staff of the Offl00 ~~f iU.icn ).·'rUIJ{:'!rty find flnn1l2' that 
5.60) had 'boon 9cha£1~11cd t!:) OO[~ up th1.v· lwrri.in~~ n."~1 "WH1 n:;l'i likuly tCi em::).;) up fit 
the &lrl;j':lurned ao~u;inn of the BUf>-C()l1'a:it~e un Fl·iday, 1,:arch 2L., 1950. 

!!r.. Baynton said t~t he ml.'r m; ObJ'11r.tion t~ tha loe:l..::Jlljtion b1.:~t 
that if askod, he WJulit havt to S.I2;- th..'t.t theJ)epcrtr:wn.t of Justice Tdslwu 'ttJ exnmine 
the costs or administering the legislation it Gnd when it beeaJJ:Je law. He tmnt on 
tA, ony thQt thetepartment of J1.urt1ce was now pl"''Cp.Rri.ng ecTt,d.•"1 a~;lIples w:,ich they 
hopod to be able t,r,) submit to the intet'ested JCTO-all orga.'liza.t.ions for pr.oces.oi..'"lg 
and tht1t atter th~!t procesfJinc had boen corjplet~H1J t.hey ~li:bt be ahle teo, ~a.:r wn..'1t 
the costa of adm:1t>.1stntion would be. I po1n't;j);d aut to l~.r. i:"2ynton that this 'WilS 

tantamount to a utatomcnt that the Departtoont of Justice reserved ju~nt Oll the 
legis'b,tion l.UltU it "rail in a position to GDt:L:Jate the coots ot ado1niotr.:>:ition and 
thctJ under the p:r.oced'.1l'O outlined by hUl, it was highly u..rt1ikoly ttUit the Depart
ment ot .rJ.Stice would be 1n a position to eati..rllate those costa before another month 
and OnH1alr ut the fJ,orliest. Under ~g8 c:1rc-t.il'A<;tanees and i.Pl "now or the fact 
that Col'lff,TElos is not likely to rmmln in '!Jto.shi.ngwn very ate d'llrlng an election 
YOi!tr, it Deemed to t.'le that t..."le chances ot !>uss61-t::e af too legisltition were ,,-ery slim. 

lJr. Ba)'nton said that. he vms S(l'I."'rJ thut that _8 so b'J,t that aD 
II good adminlstr2,1;.Gr hecOiud not take 811;7 pt)sition other than tr..e one which he lm.S 
indicat.ing to me. In 'tJfI Cl}1nlon. there is no roason my tIle t;epnrtment of Justice 
could not· unequivoc.....lly endorse 3.60), u1\h perhaps a s1i.o.rt-ement 1;..0 the C..oogrefJ8 that 
it. wul.d be nGC81J&;t.r;y to expend an amunt of not in OXOG$G or $lC"J,ooo in addi
tional admir.WJtrat1w e:penaea ~ out of t.his logielation. To r:r.I knowledgo,
t.here nover has 1n the past beon A sItuation in v"uich th.o Office or Alien PropertY' 
ti'.Iok the posit.ion 1Ifhichit 18 now taJd.ng 1n relation to 5.(0). ml8l'l aect10n )2 or 
tttle Trading with the ~ Act was in the leg1alilt1ve process, no effort waa m... 
1'.0 bold. up ccmGlderat.1on 01 the 8t.ibIJt.ant.l'V'8 les1slaUon \l1ltU the i'1De points of 
th8 eda1n18tJ"at1". coate batt -- at.ra1ghtened out. .3 4 52 64j; 

,: ,'. c 
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Under these cit'Curnstances, I construe IT. Daynton I s refusa.l to 
attempt to make a general appraisal of administrative costs and his insistence on 
awaiting the results of a fHlrvey more complete U4in any T1hich has ever been made 
in the past as indioatingan unspoken but very real resi3tence to the legislation 
itself. If' this is so, the actions of the lJepartment of Justice and the CO!ltnit

menta of the Attorney General are not consistent. 

.' . In resume; I think it necessary to call to your attention the 
fact that the Acting Director of the Offioeof Alien Property, Mr. Baynton, pro
poses to Withhold approval by the Department of Justice of 5.603 until he is able 
to arrive at an estimate of the costs of'administration by a process which, in my 
opinion, will take not less than aix to ten 'Weeks; and .. in f.!I3 opinion, this attitude 
on the part of the Uepartnent of Justice is very likely to kill.whatever chance 
S.003 now hnsfor passa.ge.. 

Sincerely yours, 

Seymour J. Rubin 

ee.: Dr. Heves! 

http:passa.ge
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IB22 .JEFFERSON PLACE,N.W. 
SEYMOUR J. RUBIN 

WASHINGTON S,D.C. 
ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

Febru.ary 1, 1950 

Dr. Eugene Heves! 

The American Jewish Committee 

386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, New York 


Dear Eugene: 

In cormection with my le1iter of January 31, 1950 to Judge 

Patterson relating to the heirless property legislation, I have had a further 

conversation with Mr. Michael Cardozo of the Department of State who seems to 

be now handling this matter. 


Cardozo tells me that he has discussed the matter with 

Mr. Cleary, Chairman of the War Claims Conmdssion, and has some hopes of per

suading the Commission of changing its vie9rs. However, he had no definite or 

demonstrable basis for such hopes that he (:auld exhibit to me. I suggested 

that it might be possible to persuade the lrar Claims Commission to' change its 

views if there were a topllmit put on the recovery of heirless property, and 

that such change' might be a very easy one t,O put in the legislation. Cardozo 

said that this seemed to him to be a very happy idea and that he thought if 

a top limit of say ten :million dollars went put in, the War Claims Commission 

might well withdraw its objections. I thir.'Ik a ten million dollar recovery is 

alnDst fantastically beyond beliet and that. it a figure were put in the legis

lation that was that high, it might very wetll prejudice Bechworth even further 

toward the proposed legislation. 


I think we would be perfectly safe in putting a five million 

dollar figure in th8 legislation and explained to Cardozo that I did not expect 

recovery to go beyond an outside figure of two million dollars. Under these 

circumstances, we might be able to get the War Claims Commission to reverse its 

position and in effect put some pressure on Beckworth. I emphasized to Cardozo 

that I was not authorized to make this proposal on behalf, even of the AJC, let 

alone the other organizations. I told him, however, that I would communicate 

with you and the people in New York and we might discuss the matter again in a 

few days. 


I have also talked with my friends in Chicago about the pos

sibility of having Mr. ArVey drop a note to Cleary. It was pointed out to me, 

however, that there had recentlar been some publicity in the Chicago newspapers 

alleging too close ,a connection between Clear,y and Arvey's law firm. Arvay's 
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However, both in the 80th Congress, and during the First Session of 
the 81st Congress, the Interstate and :~oreign Commerce Committee of the House 
of Representatives failed to act upon the bill. To our knowledge, the long 
delay in this Committee was due to opposition to the bill on the part of 
Representative Lindley Beckworth (Democrat) of Texas, an influential member of 
that Committee. 

Following the recent opening of the Second Session of the 81st Congress, 
the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee of the House appointed a Sub
Committee to conduct hearings and make recommendations concerning the Bill. 
Representative Beckworth has been appointed Chairman of the Sub-Committee. 

It is important to note tha~ Representative Beckworth was also a 
sponsor of the V{ar Claims Act of 1948, Section 13 of which provides for the 
creation of a War Claims Fund out of sums covered into the Treasury pursuant 
to Section 39 of the 'I'rading with the Enemy Act, including assets vested 
with the Custodian of Alien Property. The Viar Claims Act created the War 
Claims Fund for the "purpose of expending these assets in paying benefits to 
the following causes: (1) "detention benefits for civilian American citizens 
interned by the Japanese in the Philippines and in other territories in the 
Pacific area; (2) compensation for prisoners of war who were given less food 
than required by the Geneva Convention; and (3) restitution for the fair value 
of food, clothing, shelter and medical supplies, and other relief extended to 
American citizens and soldiers by religious organizations in the Philippines, 
affiliated with organizations in the United States. 

These are important and worthy causes indeed. We have serious reason 
to believe, however, that the War Claims COIT'.mission is of the opinion that the 
enactment of S. 603 would interfere with the carrying into effect of the mandate 
given it under the War Claims Act, and is, on that ground, opposed to the pend
ing legislation. 

If this opposition by an important Government agency exists, - and we 
have strong reason to believe that it does exist - it may be based solely on the 
fact that S. 603 provides for a filing period ending on January 1, 1952, for 
notices of claims on heirless assets by successor organizations to be deSignated 
by the President pursuant to the proposed law. This opposition may partly be 
directed also against the provision inserted in the bill by the Senate which 
would extend the filing period for cla.ims by living claiman ts until April 30, 
1950. " 

It is our impression that "bQth the Viar Claims Commission and Repre
sentative Beckworth base their object:i.ons to the enactment of S. 603 on these 
circumstances. This assumption seems to be substantiated by the inclusion in 
the Congressional Record by ~epresenta.tive Beckworth of three letters received 
by him from the Attorney General 's Office and from the ;dar Claims Commission 
respectively, a correspondence which emphasizes the fact that since S. 603 would 
extend the filing period for vested property, the Attorney General's Office 
found it necessary to withhold further processing of the accounts involved. This 
suspension of processing would, if applied as a general standing rule, consider
ably delay the transfer of vested assets to the War Claims Fund, and the dis
bursement of the important benefits au.thorized by the War Claims Act, 
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firm is apparently t~dling a large number of claims which are presently before 
the War Claims Commission. Under these ciJ:'CUlDStances, this particular approach 
may Dot be a·desirable one. One way or another, I shall try to see Cleary 
within the next few days. 

I enclose two extra copies of this letter for your possible use. 

Sincerely yours, 

. ,~' .' .' ' 
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January 11, 1950 

Hon. Robert Crosser 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate 

and Foreign Commerce 
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Crosser: 

Reference is made to your letter of January 5, 1950 
requesting, among others, a report on S. 729, gIst Congress,
"A Bill To Amend the Trading With the Enemy Act so as to ex
tend the time within which claims :may be filed for return of 
any property or interest acquired by the United States on or 
after December 18, 1941." 

The purpose of the bill is to amend the first sentence 
of section 33 of the Trading With the Enemy Act of October 8, 
1917 (40 stat. 411), as amended, by extending the time to file 
notice of claims as required by sections 9 and 32 thereof until 
April 30, 1950. The sentence in question currently provides: 

"No return may be made pursuant to section 9 or 32 

(section 9 or 32 of this Appendix) unless notice of claim 

has been filed: (a) in the case of any property or in

terest acquired by the United St;9. tes prior to December 18, 

1941, by August 9, 1948; or (b) in the case of any prop

erty or interest acquired by the United States on or after 

December 18, 1941, by April 30, 1949, or two years from 

the vesting of the property or interest in respect of 

whi ch the claim is made, ",'hichev,er islater. " 


It is the view of the War Claims Commission that an exten
sion of the date for filing claims to any vested property applic
able to any claimants under the pr,esently effective provisions of 
section 9 and 32 -of the Trading With the Enemy Act would hinder 
and obstruct the War Claims Commission in the administration of 
the War Claims Act of 1948 (Public Law 896~ 80th Congress, July 3, 
1948; 62 Stat. 1240; 50 U.S.C. 2001 - 2013), as amended. 

In this connection, attent:lon is invited to section 12 of 
the War Claims Act of 1948, supra, which amends the Trading With 
the Enemy Act by adding thereto section 39 which provides: 
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"SECTION 39. No property or interest therein of 
Germany, Japan, or any national of either such country
vested in or transferred to any officer or a.gency of 
the Government at any time after December 17, 1941, pur
suant to the provisions c:>f this Act, shall be returned 
to former owners thereof or their successors in interest, 
and the United States shall not pay compensation for any 
such proper~ 9r interest therein. The net proceeds re
maining upon the completlon of administration, liquida
tion, and disposition pUJrsuant to the provisions of this 
Act of any such property or interest therein shall be 
covered into the Treasury at the earliest practicable
date. Nothing in this section shall be construed to re
peal or otherwise affect the operation of the provisions 
of section 32 of this Act or of the Philippine Property
Act of 1946." (Underscoring supplied) 

Section 13 of the War Claims Act of 1948, supra, creates 
on the books of the Treasury of the United states the War Claims 
Fund which consists of all sums cov"ered into the Treasury pursuant 
to section 39 of the Trading With the Enemy Act quoted above. The 
monies "Which the "War Claims Commission is obligated to expend in 
paying benefits pursuant to Sections 5, 6, and 7 of the War Claims 
Act of 1948 are derived from this .rar Claims Fund. These sections 
provide three categories of benefits: (1) detention benefits for 
civilian American citizens interned in the Philippines, Midway,
'Wake Island, Guam, or Oni ted States, territories or possessions;
(2) compensation for prisoners of lIrar who were given food less in 
quanti~ or quality than that requi.red under the terms of the Geneva 
Convention; and (3) restitution for the fair value of food, clothing,
shel ter, medical supplies, and othe!r relief extended by religious
organizations functioning in the Philippines affiliated with organ
izations in the United States to c1.vilian American citizens or mem
bers of the United States armed forces. 

With respect to the statu.s of the Alien Property Fund, the 
attention of the Committee is invited to the fact that estimates of 
the Alien Property Custodian, as of October 1, 1949, indicate that 
the net value of the interest of the Attorney General in vested 
property was $336,000,000. It was estimated that $50,000,000, in 
the form of debt and title claims, may be allowed out of this 
amount and, in addition, a.pprox1mately $125,000,000 of such prop
erty is subject to suits for return under section 9 (a) of the 
Trading With the Enemy Act, as amended. Thus, after deducting debt 
and title claims, and the property subject to section 9 (a) suits, 
a balance of $161,000,000 remains, which may ultimately be available 
for transfer for the payment of claims in accordance with the War 
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Claims Act of 1948, as amended. The Alien Property Custodian 
has indicated, however, that in view of the uncertainty as to the 
limitation date on claims and suits, it is not possible to estimate 
the amounts actually available for transfer to the War Claims Fund 
at the present time or in the near future. The pendency of the 
subject bill and S. 603, 8lst Congress, is responsible, in part, 
for the uncertainty as to the status of the War Claims Fund and 
for the inability of the. Alien Property Custodian to transfer any 
substantial amount to such Fund. 

An amount of $25,000,000 was transferred to the .War Cla.ims 
Fund in September 1949, pursuant t~) the authority contained in sec
tion 13, Public Law 896, 80th Cong:ress, July 3, 1948. Although no 
specific part of this amount has b1een set aside for the payment of 
claims administered by the War Cla:lms Commission under section 5, 
6 and 7 of the War Claims Act, the amounts of $75,000 and $30,000 
were appropriated by Public Law 71, 8lst Congress, May 24, 1949, 
and Public Law 343, 8lst Congress, October 10, 1949, for the 
administrative expenses of the War Claims Commission to the end 
of the fiscal year 1950. 

In addition, $10,000,000 of the aforementioned amount was 
allocated for the current fiscal y,ear for use by the Bureau of Em
ployees Compensation by Public Law 141, 8lst Con~ress, June 29, 1949 
for payment of benefits pursuant te) section 4 (c) and section 5 (f)
of the War Claims Act. An additional sum of $115,000 was a.ppropria
ted by the same Act for administrative expenses for the fiscal year 
1950 for the Bureau of Employees Compensation. 

The most recent estimates as to the total amount of benefits 
to be paid under the War Claims Act, as amended, indicate that 
amounts payable by the 'War Claims Commission under sections 5, 6 
and 7 of the Act will amount to approximately $120,000,000. Total 
expenditures by the Federa.l Security Agency under section 4 (c) 
and section 5 (f) of the Act have been estimated at $28,000,000. 
Although no estimates have been ree~eived from the Department of 
State, the Connnittee will note that certain additional benefits . 
are payable by that Department und4:!T section 4 (b) (1) of the Act 
out of the War Claims Fund, in accordance with the provisions of 
section 13 (d) of the Act. . 

It will be noted from the ~ibove that, exclusive of adminis
trative expenses, expenditures undf:!r the present benefit provisions
of the War Claims Act will, in all probability, equal or exceed 
$150,000,000. The inevitable consf~quence, should S. 729, 8lst Cong
ress, be enacted, with the resulting extension of time and post
ponement in the liquidation of property held by the Office of the 
Alien Property Custodian, is that ime War Claims Fund until after 
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April 30, 1950, and for many months thereafter, might be insuf
ficient to pay the legally allowable claims under sections 4, 5, 
6, and 7 of the War Claims of 1948 described in the preceding.
paragraphs. 

Furthermore, the War Cla.ims Commission is required, by
section 8 of the War Claims Act of 1948, to report to the Presi
dent for submission of such report to the Congress on or before 
March 31, 1950, concerning claims arising out of world War II 
other than claims which may be received and adjudicated under the 
preceding sections of such Act. Delay in the final settlement of 
property vested by the Alien Property Custodian would undoubtedly 
add to the uncertainty and difficulty of making sound recommend
tions. 

The Commission has no information available to it on which 
to base an estimate of the cost of the bill. 

In view of the request by your Committee for expeditious
submission of this report, there has been insufficient time within 
which to clear this report with the Bureau of the Budget •. 

Sincerely yours, 

Daniel F. Cleary 
Chairman, War Claims Commission 
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Washington 

Janu~ry 10, 1950 

Hon. Robert Crosser 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate 

and Foreign Commerce 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Crosser: 

Further reference is made to your letter of October 19, 1949 
requesting a report on S. 60), 8lst Congress, "An Act to amend the 
Trading with the Enemy Act." 

The purpose of the bill is to provide that certain property 
heretofore vested by the Alien Property Custodian, or the proceeds 
therefrom, of deceased persons who, if alive, would be eligible to 
receive returns under the provisos of subdivision (C) or (D) of 
subsection (a) (2) of section 32 of the Trading With the Enemy Act 
of October 6, 1917 (40 Stat. 411), as amended, and who died without 
heirs, would be subject to clalm by certain non-profit charitable 
corporations to be designated by the President of the United States. 
Further, by section 2 of the bill, section 33 of the Act would be 
amended by extending the time 1~0 file notice of claim. as required 
by sections 9 and 32 thereof in their present :form until April 30, 
1950, or two years after the vesting of the property or interest, 
whichever is later, in the case of any property or interest acquired 
by the United'States after DecBmber IS, 1941. This section would 
also add a provision to section 33 of the Act fixing January 1, 
1952, as the delimiting date for successor organizations designated 
pursuant to the bill to file notice of claims. 

It is the view of the War 0lo.ims Commission that an extension 
of the date for filing claims to any vested property applicable to 
any claimants under the presently effective provisions of section 9 
and 32 of the Trading With the Enemy Act would hinder and obstruct 
the War Claims Commission in the administration of the War Claims 
Act of 1948 (Public Law 896, 80th Congress, July 3, 1948; 62 Stat. 
1240; 50 USC 2001 - 20l3), as ,9.lD.ended. 

In this connection, attention is invited to section 12 of the 
War Glaims Act of 1948, supra, which amends the 'I1rading With the 
Enemy Act by adding thereto section 39 which proviq\)s: 
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"SECTION 30. No property or interest therein of Germany, 
Japan, or any national of either such country vested in or 
transferred to any officer or agency of the Government at any 
time after December 17, 19l..1, pursuant to the provisions of 
this Act, shall be returned to former o¥mers thereof or their 
successors in interest, and the United States shall not pay 
compensation for any such property or interest therein. The 
liquidation; and disposition pursuant to the provisions of 
this Act o.t any such property or interest therein shall be 
covered into the Treasury lit the earliest practicable date. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to repeal or 
otherwise affect the operation of the provisions of section 
32 of this il.ct or of the Philippine Property Act of 19~_6. tr 
(Underscoring supplied.) 

Section 13 of the War ClaiDls Act of 1948, supra, creates on the 
books of the Treasury o.f the Unlted States the War Claims Fund which 
consists of all sums covered in1io the Treasury pursuant to section 39 
of the Trading With the Enemy Ac:t quoted above. The monies which 
the War Claims Commission is obligated to expend in paying benefits 
pursuant to sections 5, 6 and 7 of the War Claims Act of 1948 are . 
derived from this War Claims Fund. These sections provide three 
categories of benefits: (I) detention benefits for civilian 
American citizens interned in the Philippines, Midway, Wake Island, 
Guam, or United States territorIes or possessions; (2) cOfnpensation 
ror prisoners of war who were gl.ven food less in quantity or quality 
than that req,uired under the terms of the Geneva Convention; and 
(3) restitution for the fair value of food, clothing, shelter, 
medical supplies, and other relIef extended by religious organiza
tions functioning in the Philippines affiliated with organizations 
in the United States to civilian .American citizens or members or 
the United States armed forces. 

The War Claims Commission has been advised by the Office of the 
Alien Property Custodian that the final processing of accounts for 
the purpose of covering funds into the Treasury of the United States 
as directed by section 12 of the War Claims Act of 1948 (Section 39 
of the Trading with the Enemy Ac:t, as amended) will of necessity 
be postponed until after the termin:3.tion of any extension of time 
for filing notice of claims as would be provided by section 2 of 
S. 603. The inevitable consequence should S. 603 be enacted with 
such extension of time, and the resultant postponement in the liqui
dation of property held by the Office of the Alien Property Custo
dian is that the War Claims Fund. until after April 30, 1950, and 
many months thereafter, mlght be insufficient to pay the legally 
allowable claims under sections 5, 6 and 7 of the War Claims Act 
of 1948 described in the preceding paragraph. 

Furthermore, the War Claims. Commission is· required by section 
8 of the War Claims Act of 1948 to report to the PreSident, for sub
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mission of such report to the Congress, on or before March 31, 
1950 concerning claims arising out of World War II, other than 
claims which may be received and adjudicated under the preceding 
sections of such Act. Delay in the final settlement of' property 
vested by the Alien Property Custodian would undoubtedly add to 
the uncertainty and difficulty of making sound recommendations. 

The Commission has no information available to it on which 
to base an estimate of the cost of the bill. 

In view of the foregoing, the War Claims Commission does 
not recommend favorable considE!ration by the Committee of S. 603, 
8lst Congress. 

Due to the request of the Committee for an immediate report, 
there has been ina~eQuate time within which to secure the views 
or the Bureau of the -Budget with reference to this report and 
its relation to the 'program of the President. 

Sincerely yours, 

Daniel F. Cleary 
Chairman, War Claims Commission 
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PHON E: REF'U BLIC 05\04RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 
CABLE ADDRESS: RUBINLEXATTORNEYS AT LAW 

1822 .JEFFERSON PL.ACE,N.W.
SEYMOUR J. RUBIN 


WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

August 8, 1950 

Dr. Simon Segal 
American Jewish Committee Re: Heirless Property 
386 4th Ave. s.603 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear SiIilon: 

I have just come from a lc)ng session with Borchardt, on the 
staff of the House Interstate ~ld Foreign Commerce Committee, and 
with the legislatiye counsel for the House. 

Borchardt had a session w.Lth O'Hara and Bennett, the two ob
jectors, yestei!d.ay. They insisted that tr.e provision with res
pect to administrative expenses be tightened up, to make sure 
that all of these funds went to refugees. We have drafted some
thing on this, which I hope will be satisfactory to them. 

O'Hara also wants documen1=.ation on who is to receive bene
fits from these funds, how many such persons there are, where 
they are and where they will re(:eive benefits, how many of them, 
if any, and post-war refugees from Poland, etc., and how the 
Jewish property w.i.ll be identified and distinguished from the non
Jewish. I gather he would also like a little more documentation, 
list of officers, etc., on JRSOII I will try to get up a memo 
on this; but it would be helpful also if Eli Rock could give 
me the benefit of his greater blowledge,particularly on the 
details of refugee relief. 

I don't know that all this will produce a change in O'Hara, 
but I hope it will, and Borchardt says (1) he is hopeful and 
(2) it's our best chance. If ycm have heard anything re Cong. 
Sabathand the Rules Committee, who I understand was contacted 
via Chicago, I'd be grateful for the news. 

cc. Rock 
Cohn 

http:yestei!d.ay
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RICHARD H. MCCANN July 20, 1950
.JOHN V. DUNCAN 
WINDSOR B. PUTNAM 
RICHARD G. MOSER 

Dr. Eugene Hevesi 
The American Jewish Committee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Heirless Property LI~gisl~tion 

Dear Dr. Hevesi: 

I want to bring you up to dat:;e on recent developments. 

S. 603 came up on the House I~onsent calendar on July 10 and 

was objected to by Congressman Ford on behalf of Congressman Bennett 

and Congressman 0' Hara. I asked Julius .Ambe.rg of Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, a partner of Ford, to tallc to Ford. Ambe.rg advised me 

that although Ford personally favorl3d the bill he believed there 

was little chance of winning over BI3nnett and O'Hara. I then en

listed the assistance of Congressman Martin, the :Minority Leader 

of the House, who had previously assured me of his support. Martin 

agreed to do what he could to help lnth Bennett and O'Hara. 

It seemed unwise, however, to rely on the bill passing the 

House on the consent calendar, and ()n Thursday Congressman Crosser, 

Chairman of the House Interstate and. Foreign Commerce Committee, 

requested the Rules Committee tor a rule on S. 603 so that it 

JAMES •• CURTIS 


COUNSEL. 


CABLE AOORESS 


CURTISITE 
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could come up on the regular calendar. 

I then called Congressman Sabath, Chairman of the Rules 

Committee, and asked that he give favorable consideration to 

s. 603. He agreed and promptly set it down for hearing on 

Monday afternoon, July 17. I also~oke to the Speaker of the 

House, Mr. Rayburn, and advised him that we were asking for a 

rule on S. 603. I asked him partioularly to intercede in behalf 

of S. 603 with Congressman Cox, Democrat of Georgia, who often 

votes against a bill if Mr. Sabath is for it. He readily agreed 

to do this. 

I also talked to Congressman Wadsworth, Republican of 

New York, Congressman Colmer, Democrat of Mississippi, and Con

gressman Lyle, Democrat of Texas, all members of the Rules 

Committee. I requested Senator Taft to get in touch with 

Congressman Brown, Republican of Ohio, another Rules Committee 

member. I have asked others to get in touch with all the 

remaining members of the Hules Committee. 

The consent calendar was again called at noon on Monday, 

July 17 and Mr. O'Hara objected. 

The Rules Committee did not reach S. 603 Monday afternoon 

beoause priority was given to amendment to the Mutual Detenee 

Assistance Paot of 1949. 

The Rules Committee oonsidered S. 603 on Tuesday morning, 

and Congressmen Crosser and Beckworth, Demoorats, and Congress

men Wolverton and Hale, Republioans, all members of the Committee 
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on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, appeared in its behalr, the 

latter two testirying. Unfortunately, Congressmen O'Hara and 

Bennett decided to carry their right against S. 603 to the Rules 

Committee and testiried in opposition. 

When Mr. Morgenthau talked to Congressman bennett he said 

that he objected to the bill because he was afraid that some 

rly-by-night organization might be designated by the President 

and also that the moneys might be spent ror rich refugees in this 

oountry. I have advised Congressmen Beckworth and McGuire that 

I would agree to an amendment covering these points if such an 

amendment would cause Mr. Bennett to withdraw his objection to 

the bill. 

The Rules Committee is scheduled to meet today and I hope 

that we will obtain a rule permitting S. 603 to go to the rloor 

of the House. It is possible, however, that defense measures may 

take priority and that S. 603 will not be considered today. 

With kind personal regards, I am 



Robert Crosser, Chairman 

Will i am T. Granahan 

Robert Hale 

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE II;JTi<'JtSTATE 

AlID FOREIGN COM}ili;H.CE COW:ilTTEE 

Cleveland, 21st District, Ohio 

Philadelphia, 2nd District, Pa. 

Ma.:l.'nS, First District 

'!YIVO 347;.,17 
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Box 296 
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.,No date ... ' 

Before 7/20/50 

5418, ll:dgemoor Lane 
bathesda, :Maryland 
<-Washington Address) 

1405, 30th Street 
(Member ,0£ the Sub-Committee) Portland, Maine 

C~lHUwh_ , 
(Member of the Sub-Committee) 20th District, Los Angeles County ;",:"~,,~,',:,,, _, ,,'"'' 

Nell L. Linehan 

John A. McGuire 
(.Member of Sub-Committee) 

Dwight L. Hogers 

(Member of Sub-Committee) 


George Sadovsld. 


Hugh D. Scott, Jr. 

John B. 'SUllivan 

I..:1Diley Beclc:worth 

(Chairman of :;'ul~GoJ!U1!ittee) 


EH.ep
1/23150 

Pasadena, CaJ.ii'ornia 212S; Tracy Place 

Chicago, Third District, Ill. 

'fh.ird District, new Haven County 
Wallingford, Conn. 

Sixth Distr1ct,~lorida 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Detroit, First District, 
Michigan 

Philadelphia, Sixth District, 
Pennsylvania 

st. Loui.s, llth District, ·Mo. 

Third District, l'exas 
Gladewater, Tex. 

The WardmanPark 

2919, 39th street 

1800, 23th street, S.B. 

29.41 s. GolumbilB Str. 
Arl1nf;ton, Va. , 
(Wash.ington address) 

, ; . 
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RIC ... ARD G. MOSER January 19, 1950 

Dr. Eugene Hevesi . 
American Jewish Committee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

He: Heirless Property 

Dear Dr. Hevesi: 

I am enclosing herewith copies of letters written 

by Mr. Daniel F. Cleary, Chairman of the War Claims Commission, 

to Congressman Crosser, one dealing primarily with s603 and the 
l 

other with S729. .In both letters Mr. Cleary states that the 

War Claims Commission is opposed to favorable consideration of 

s603. 

I obtained these letters after talking to Mr. Mason 

and Mr. Lamont in the Office of the Alien Property Custodian. I 

then called Mr. Mason on the telephone and advised him of the 

existence of these letters. He indicated to me that the War Claims 

Commission had assured him that they would not send any letter 

to the House Committee without further consultation with him. I 

mention this because it shows the complete lack of cooperation 

which exists between the two agencies. 

It is readily apparent that these letters, showing 

the open opposition of the War Claims Commission to our Bill, 

will make the job of obtaining favorable consideration of the Bill 

345280 
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a difficult one. 

Since these letters were given to me by a Congressman 

from his own files, I trust that you will consider them as 

confidential. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosures 

.~ 
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frederick A.. Schreiber "pril 'f, 19,0 

FftiJti1 : l'::.ugene wnJesl 

S!JilJf'~C'1'1 Heirless property l$glslatiQD 

Thank y')u ror your amorancum oj.' April) ami f'.lr the ;,:iratifying 1ntorest of 
ytjur' l"ora1gn A,Crain C~1ttee in t.bls mattor. . 

I hope the. 1ol1()l>in~ 1nformation Jiill answer your quelltionn t 

1. The cG."l1'11ct between cat-noUe ami JWlfiah int.erests in Ulic '!:Iatter ie O.}, 

no means an ':)pen and direct. controversy, aml tr-lBre is no indicat.iiln Ill' lm~ 


express of!'icial Catholic opposlt1onto ~.603. ~bat 113 .involved h; ;aerBl~ 

tl'ls likelihood. of some personal catering to Cut.rnlic int.erC'lsts ,')!) ttl!:: part 

of Bome of the (,::m.gre8smen opposed to t.hc bill. As indiccrtf!'d in our earlier 

memoranda, th~ two 1ntere.'\t.a aro detin1te~ cOOlpatibla. ;~t)roe ten days a~J 


t.hortt 1Io'8.S a hearing before tho Sab-Gol1l!nit tee ()f tne ii·:l'..1Be 1nt.ors tat.fl' C()~lllllerCft 


Com."1Il tteo in which f:l repreuentaUve oJ: blt.h t.h~ B:..:t.reau of t.be Badget and of 

the DepartlJHmt of Justioe &t.at.ed that. t.be B.S6eta vusted wit},; t:1e 'Jfnce of 

Alien Property acr-p17 cover t.t-.e needs ot o-')t!. the ~Ilr GlailDS Cor.amiGsion and 

the prospective oporaUc)nB of' 1jUr l:4.11. Too latter w1 t.n9S8 expressly stated 

that over and abow the full rfq',uremsnts under t.he i~ar C.la :hue Act, there 18 

aminl'1'lUl'll fHlrelus of 21 rldll!!:>" dollars in the till. Our t')'fm claim 121 

est.1mllt.ed at. 3 Inlll10n cioll.ors at 1.he fU;:r)'l.<!lSt.. 


2. It is Judge 'Patterson'a and f')ur own t'.ons1darod opinit>TI trk't, it ~'ou.ld be 

a m1etalce at this stage to approacll an: Vct.eranl'! I gl"':>up in t..,i.s c01'1neat.ion. 

There is litt.le h<:>pe [or their act.ive support to our cause. The fact that 

the head ,':)[ t.ta. i~ar Claim.a Comussion haS recent.ly wi thdra1m ni s ;)P90eition 

to t!W Eill, aee.'ll8 to indicate t:r..at the pres:mre .of th?'Sf! "r~anizat1ono is 

of no doaislve strength or significance. 


3. this indicates. in turn, t.ilat tho actual center of resistance 1,$ itr. 
De,clarorth • S gI"OuPtithin the House. COlami ttee itself', andt.hat ,:'>ur eftorts 
must be t11recte<1 at. t.n.at. target. In tbia respect Mr. Greenbaum's support. 
has been of great. value. and. 1 t. See:.a8 to u.e t.:-..at in ~8 ikngel.es, t.~oiJl to1Vi!

,tion ::)f RspreISGnt.&t.1:n P.lnahalr t s continuing goodwill w')ult.' be ttle !D()st welcome 
clJntriootiQn. Recentll, Judge Patterson sen t hirA ani:! all ~i ttae members a 
meMorandum cont.aining t.he informatioD aumrilarised under 1. above. 

la. Thue far there bas been no planniDg or decision with regard to the ult1au1to 
dist.ribution and use ot hauless propert.y or ilorm&ft or Iln7 other origin. It 1s 
evident., b:nrever, that. t.be great and urgent financial need.s;)t laracl tiUl 
ult1caately req,ulre t..bat. eub&t.&nUal part.a ot su.ch assey lJe placed at. lsraol'• 

.disposal. On the part. ot t.be repreeontatlve organisat.ions ot fl)r'meZ' Oemaft 
J_ here and 1. Orea'" BI"1ta1a, DO oppoalUoD to lohe CIlnalderat.1on ot Israeli 
J'I.8tKIahaa emerged. ..!.. . . " 

31t. """"0("\/," ~., ~/.. 
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Januar,y 27, 1950 

Dear !lormana 

As I e ~lained to you over the phone, the Heirless' Pro~ 
erty BUl(Si:603) 18 not one for public discussion. Al.
though 1t mvolvee several million dollal's, a public cam
paign to pa.&s the Bill would be inadvisable. It is the 
kind of a Bill that Oongress aecepts or rejects without 
great pWll.ic discussion, but on which Congressmen do ac
cept guidance and. advice from their friends and political 
ai'fUiates. 

Herewith a retwo doclElenta - both strictl,,}' confidential. 
The one dated 1/26/$0 should not go out of your handsl The 
other can, but reservedl;y. The th:tn papal' one provides 
inf'ol'llS.tion you must have. for conveyinG ~bally to the 
one or several persons -mlO have contact Vdth Rep. McGuire. 

Th.e proble:n is to determine which several persons can com
municate to bfJat advantage with UcQuire - and get th.8l!l :1,n.;. 
terested in the lieirless Property leZislation, beat identi
fied as 8-603. 

The Han. liobert Patterson, toraar U. S. SecretaJ"1J of War, 
as counsel for the American Jewish Cam;uttee in this con
nection, wo1Jld like to have these contacts. It "WOuld be 
best to let us have the names of the influential persons 
whom you will interest in this matter. 

Beyond being alerted to this problem, there is not.l:lin{; need
ed right now from the persons who will contact LieGuire. They 
1rlll hear from Patterson in due course. However, in order 
that this move ma;y be successful, we must know within a tn 
days who will be .available to give t..'lis 8U[,)POrt to Patterson 
in the approach to McGuire. 

Witll kind regards, I &il 

Sincerely yours. 
5lF/lhp 
Mr • Norman B. Dockman 
70 OolJo ge St. 
New Haven. Oonn.. 
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CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

FOR AJC FIEID REPRESEI'frATIVES 

DEALING WITH THE QUESTION OF BILL S. 603 

We found it advisable not to make reference in the substantive 

memorandum covering this subjeot to the following facts whioh U

lustrate the political background of the issuel 


1. The confliot is between the interest in heirless prop3rt;r, and 
the interest of veterans, oivilian pr1soners, and chiefiy Catholic wel
fare institutions in the benefits established by the War Claims Aot. 

2. Representati'Ve Beokworth ot Texas and several ot his .colleagues 
on the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee are bent on 
catering to the latter interests, even at the prioe ot saorifioing the 
Jewish stake in S. 603. . 

3. The chairman ot the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Com-· 
mittee is Representative Robert Crosser (D.) of Cleveland, an old and. 
sick person who has no interest whatever in the affairs ot his COmmittee, 
and who had abandoned its rei.n8, to Mr. Beclmorthalready some time ago. 

4. This explains 1rh7 and how. Beck:vrorth has become chairman ot the 
Sub-Committee ot the Interstate and Foreign Commeroe Committee appointed 
to deal with S. 603. .He is representing a rural constituency in Texas. 
His attachment to the War Claims Act, and. to the groups interested in its 
beIiefits has proven strong enough to prompt him to defy even the entire 
leadership in Congress ot both parties who so far have given their full 
support to S. 603. Representative Hinshaw (Rep.) ot Caillornia was co
sponsor and actual author ot the War Claims,Act;.nevertheless even he seems 
to be more sl'lDPathetio to our bill than Mr. Beckworth. 

. , 

S. The House Sub-Committee headed by Mr. Beckworth bas been hand
pioked by Mr. Beckworth with a view to bave the bill pigeon;"holed in the 
Sub-Committee. Its members 'are Robert Hale (Maine), John A. MoGu:ire 
(Cormeoticut), Dwight L. Rogers (Florida) and 'Carl Hinshaw (California), 
most of them., devoted to Veterans' ,and Catholic interests. Representative 
Hale ot Maine seems to be the only member who may be inclined to approach 
this controversy in an objective mamer. To date, mOst if not all other 

'i members have no independent views ot, and interest in the pending bill. 
The intention ot most ot them, and of the War Claims Commission itself, 
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seems to be to make.a lavish job of War. Claims benefits, and to make the 
most of the popularity likely to arise with the several interested influential 
circles from their role in eliminating every obstacle from the way of the 
largest possible war claims disbursements. 

6. Some of the Committee members are facing prima.l7:fights this year, 
and this circumstance may contribute to their willingness to listen to the 
other side. .As the basic memorandum. indioates, in terms of money the amount 
is relatively small. The objective of discussions with them should be to 
secure a favorable report on S. 603 by their Committee, without any sub
stantial change vdtlCh 'WOuld require reconsideration by the Senate. 

7. We are almost certain to be able to re-enlist the support of both 
the Administration and of the two party leaderships in Congress. Our 
eJq>9rience with this matter clearly' indicates, however, that without some . 
help on the part of the local constituencies of the members of the House 
Committee, and especially of the SUb-Committee, no amount of support by 
party leaderships would suffice to counter-act the one-sided zeal of :Mr. Beckworth 
and his friends. 

Any' help of this nature would, therefore, be highly appreciated as a 

service to a just and.constructive cause. 


We suggest to our Field Representatives that contents of this memo
randum should be communicated only orallt to the individual or individuals 
thilt they will approach and that DO writ Em statement covering this background 
information be given. 

EH:ep
1/25750 

.. 
,..,,: 
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HEIRLESS PROPERTY LEGISLATIO}J IN THE UNITED STATES 

On behalf' of leading JevTish organizations in this country (in
• cluding the American Jewish Joint Distribution Cormnittee and the American 
Jewish Cong~ss), the American Jewish Committee is sponsoring the enact
ment by the House of Representatives of'a bill called S. 603, and in
tended to amend the Trading with the Enemy Act to the follo'Vring ends: 

The purpose of the bill is to enable the Government to return 

property which was vested in the Office of Alien Property from persecuted 

persons in Europe who had di~d without heirs, to organiiations deSignated 

by the President which will use the property for the rehabilitation and 

resettlement of persecuted persons. (Persecuted persons 'who are alive, or 

their heirs if they are dead; may receive returns of their proJB rty ves·ted 

here, persuant to Public LawsJ22 and 671, 79th Congress. This policy was 

adopted because our Government has no desire to use for its ovm purposes, 

i.e., as reparation, or to pay American war claimants, the assets of persons 

who,were themselves the victims of,our enemies in World War II.) 


The Department of State, the Department of Justice and the Bureau 

of' the Budget had all expressed their approval of the bill spcwored by the 

American Jewish Corrunittee, and recommended to COU£;TCSS its enactment, on the 

ground that in their view the most appropriate course to follow was to turn 

over the heirless assets of persecuted persons to organizations which 'Vlill 

devote such assets to the rehabilitation and r~settlemellt of those persecuted 

persons who are still alive. All these Government authorities agreed that 

such action on the part of our Government would be consistent with, and in 

aid of the provisions of the Paris Reparations Agreement of'1946, support

ed,by our Government, Article B of vlhich provides that Governments of 

neutral countries .shall be requested to make available for this very same 

purpose assets in such countries of victims of Nazi action who die~ without 

leaving heirs. 


Accordingly, s. 603, and its forerunners in the House of Repre

sentatives: HR IB49 and 1m. 2780, (introduced by Representative'Violverton) 

were intended to demonstrate that the Government of the United States is 

applying here at home the same principles and policies 'Vlhich it is 

advocating abroad. ' 


On the ground of the,se American humanitarian ani foreign :policy 

oonsiderations, during its first session, the Senate of the Blst Congress 

unanimously passed,.on August .19, 1949, S. 603, introduced by Senators Taft 

and McGrath. It should be noted that the Senate of the 80th Congress had 


~~:!~i~/~!~;>,~;;:~ ~19~~;:h ~;~::e!~:.;ilii~~~ 6 
.. .. . . 
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It is no~ definitely known to us what concrete steps the War Claims 
'Commission may wisl::.: to undertake in this situation. There are indications, 

however; which pcir~~ to the definite probability that it would wish to take 

a very radical pos~~ion against the pending bill, and expressly to oppose 

its favorable cong~deration b,y the ,House. It is also to be expected that 

such a radical o~~~ition on the part of an important Government agency would 

meet with the (ull ,approval of Representative BeckvTorth, a sponsor of the 

War Claims Act, anG Chairman of the Hous e Sub-Committee called upon to deter

mine the destinies ~f S. 603. Through this concatenation of circumstances, 

the long pending legislation appears to be in a critical situation. 


As to the subg~ance of the controversy, nothing could be further from 

the desire of the sponsors of S. 603 than to cause the slightest difficulty, 

or delay in the act~al operations of the W~r Claims Fundo Our conviction is 

that both legislations are equally important and beneficial, and that neither 

of them can and shc~21d be sacrificed or impaired for the sake of the other. 

In fact, the State &lld Justice Departments, and the Bureau of the Budget ex

pressly approved t:~ proposed heirless property legislation also after the 

enactment of the Ha.::' ClaIms, ,- thus indicating belief in the consistency of 

the two acts. 


The legis~ative history of S. 603 covers a period of t~ro years. 

The bill has enjoyee., and still enjoys, the vrholebearted support of the 

Democratic and Republican leadership in both Houses of Congress, and has met 

with difficulty onlS in the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee. 

Some members even of' this Committee are in favor of the enactment, while 

some others are unde~ided~ Our fear is that the Sub-Committee headed by 

Representative Beck-W'?rth may well prevent the bill from reaching the floor 

of the House. 


The long d~lay caused by the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee has al:read7 wrought considerable damage to the interests o,f perse
cuted persons in heirless property depos:i.ted abroad, notably in Switzerland. 
A few weeks ago, the Swiss parliament ratified a payments agreement between 
Switzerland and Pol~d, a secre't codicil of ,,...hich provides that heirless 
porperty of persecuted persona of Polish origin held in Switzerland be used 
for paying off Swiss investors in nationalized Polish industries. This deal 
indirectly but manifestly affects the interests of American investors in 
Eastern European satellite cotmtries vrhose assets, as recently in, the case 
of Hungary, are ofte~ being simply confiscated by the local Communist regimes. 
It is more than likely that if the long delay caused by ~1r; Beckworth's oppo
sition could have been aVOided, and S. 603 enacted, the example of this con
structive American legislation would have caut:i.oned the S~liss against barter
ing aHay with Communi.st Poland the assots of Hitler's victims. By the same 
token, onlY the early enactment of S. 603 may still prevent the exploitation 
of the ~liss-Polish deal as a legal precedent for bartering away with Commun
ist countries in a similar manner the entire complex of heirless assets of 
other than Polish origin in all Europe. 

This clearly indicates that apart from its own intrinsic humanitarian 
signifioance, .great international importance is attached to the early enactment 
of this bill as an instrument of Amerioan foreign policy.' This 1n itself 

. '" should suffice, to coJl!ino~ all tho,/3ec~lncerned that further ~ttempts to defeat 
s. 	603 must cease, ,or ,mus:t b~ pr~~ented.', ".". '. ,'.- f"I r~ . 

".-.'{!::d~')';r?~~J;,~'F~f.:.r'~~;;",:·!if:~,.~'~~,l~;~ , ",','3 4 j j'.;' ,~8 '""'" 
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The substanoe of the oontroversy is of a purely teohnioal nature. 
The fear that the filing date provision of the bill vlould prevent the Offioe' 
of Alien Property from re~rding the many aocounts vested in it to be free 
for prooessing, and for turning over to the lJar ClElims F'und, is valid only in 
the Hteral, theoretioal interpretation of the meaning 01.' this filing period. 
In praotioe, it will not at all be neoessary to withhold the prooessing of 
individual aooounts, and to stop the suooessiveflow of the great bulk of alien 
assets to the llar claims Fund. 

The key to the problem is the faot that acoording to the best possible 
estimates available, the heirless olaims of perseouted persons involved in 
the operation of 8. 603 would amount to rel~tively insignifioant figures. 
The Senate Heport aooompanyingthe bill mentions, for instanoe, $2,000,000 
as the highest amount involved. A fi&~re in ·this neighborhood would represent 
less than 0.6 per oent of the total val'Je of vested alien assets whioh has 
been offioially estimated to be in exoess of $335,000,000, a fund which seems 
adequately to cover all disbursement obligations of the 'Viar Claims Fund. 

The solution whiohwould fully satis~J the needs of the War Clabns 
Commission' without saorifioing 8.603 would be of a purely administrative
technioal nature. 

It ought to be possible for the Offioe of 1.lien Property to withhold 
only the relatively small amounts needed to cover the contim4ing operation of 
8.603, and to turn over without further diffioulty or hindranoe all of the 
considerable rest of alien assets to tha V~l').r Claims l'und. In faot, to render 
both operations feasible in a parallel manner, only the t~mporary separation 
of these small amounts of money from individual aooounts would be necessary, 
in the nature of a temporary bookkeeping device. 

The filing of heirless olaims of perseouted persons by the suooessor 
organization provided for by the bill would then ensue on the ground of indi
vidual aocounts, and YJould thus canoel out the temporary bookke9ping operation 
by suocessively filling in with olaims the framework of the amount reserved. 
This prooedure could be repeated in conneotion with all major transfers of 
funds to the Har Claims Commission, by replenishing the small fund temporarily 
withheld. Sinoe the entire operation would be under the jurisdiotion and 
oontrol of the pertinent administrative authorities, there is no reason to 
assume that it could or would interfere to any serious extent 'with the 
effective operation of the War Claims Fund. 

A solution of this nature would satisfy both of these equally 
meritorious objectives. Its aooeptance as Ii mutually satisfactory way out 
would render unneoessary not only any atte!1lpt at having the bill 1lpigeon-holed" 
in the Sub-Cownittee or in the Committefl, but even any change in its te:;....-t.' 

The Hon. Robert P~ Patterson. former U .8. Seoretary of VDar, in his 
oapaoity as oounsel for the Amerioan Jewish Connnittee in conneotion with the 
proposed legislation, is now in the process of disoussing with the pertinent 
Government authorities in V:ashington the adoption of the, above outlined 
administrative solution. The likelihood is that in their renewed comments 
on 8.603 these a~thorities will express their preparedness to adopt this 

345289

,,"; ." 

:'-'''-':I'';t.-' .. 




f' -, YIVO 347.17 
AJC (GEN-10)

-5 Box 296 
File 7 

solution, whioh would render any ohange in the text. of the bill unneoessary. 

It would be of vital signifioanoe to obtain the support of the 
members of the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee to this 
solution, and, on that basis, to the unohanged reporting out of the bill 
by the Comrn.ittee. EVen the slightest ohange in the text would, of course, 
entail the return of the bill for renewed oonsideration by t he Senate, a 
development whioh may render almost hopeless its pas se. ge by the 8lst Congress. 
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Ja~~r,y 18th, 1952 

To: 	 Sanford Bolt! 

Mauri ce M. Bouke tei. 

Eu.geDB Be,"ai 
 COm'IDENTlAL 
Moses A. Leavitt 
Nehemiah Robinson 
Abba SchwanE 

Fro. z 	 Saul Kagan 

He: 	 Amendment of Section )2, 'l'rlld1Dg with the Enezrv Act (Senate :B111 S 17Li8) 

1) On Janua17 15th I d1scu•••d with Messrs. S1ll1ford Bolz,Abba Schwartz, 
8lld Abe H;yman actiQn to pres. the Trading With the Ene1ll7 Jlct amendment nn heirless 
89geta during the current ssssion. 

2) It was agreed that Senator Chaves, whose obJectil")n~ prevented. the passJe.ge 
of Senae :Bill S 17~ on the Contlent Calendar ill the previous session, wst be a,}' 

proache4 to dete:nnine the tJ'l18 rea.olls for thil/l opposition. It wa8r~·comlilended 

.n) to .et up a meeting with Fileo Bash, \ihie Houge e.9d9t~t on minoritr 
problem. and posaibq with Mr. John Carol, a legislative liaison a19!'1htant at the 
''/hite Bouse, to re<tUeat thelr intercessiOIl with Senntor Chaves. 

b) to set up a. lIBetiDg with senatore O' Connor and Taft to decide ul1'n 
the courae of .:~otl!)n dur1Dg this session (r,esn'bmission of the bill all the Consent 
Calendar, chances of brittging 1 t to a vote, po~8ible introduction of a companion 
bill to ours).' It illl a8lSU1De4 that the meeting with Senator 0 1 Connor will be al\ 
ranged throUf',h Mr.lils.uateia.. 

3) There are interesting figures 111 auprort of our bill. 
. 	 . 

a) The CoDgres.ioDal Bac:ord of JaDU.al7 10, 1952 contains on page 64 
informatinn concorninc the aseets of the Office of Alien Pr(1pertJ (OAP). Accord
iDg to this re!X)rt, the ·ssaete of OAP were worth 50S milllon dollars. 209 million 
were paid out by the 0.0 to 8ati&1'7 direct claims againet OAP aDd to thS War Claims 
Fw14, which is created b7 seotion 1) at the War Claims Act of 19Li8, a& ameDded. 
(!he War Claims Fund consl da of all ftDlaco"l8rec1 into the Trea8U17 pursuant to 
Section J9 of the ~rad1Dg With the :SM. Aot of October 6, 1911, as ameDdBd.) 
The War Claims J\mc1 has reeei'984 through August 1951 120 million 4oUara.{;r.·nis 

.I 
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still leaveg the OAP 296 million dollars worth of a~gets. 

b) On September 12, 1951, the 9AP 8 i.·a,ted in ~ letter to Bobert Cro9ser. 
the chairman of the House Commi ttee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, that OAF 
estimates that 1.t~~ need a. ma.x11BWD of 175 million dolla.rs a9 a reserve. ,for all 
posaible oontlD.:~nc1es. This should. provide an addi tional l~l million dolla.rs for 
the War Claims Fund. 

c) '?he issue of the CongrellsioDal Record mentioned a.bove conta1l).s on 
page 67 a lett.er of the Wa.r Claims Commission dated Ja.nuary 2. 1952 to sena.tor Y/iley. 
Thh letter confirms the receipt of 120 milllon dollars from the OAF and states that 
the gum required to meet all clalm8 received and anticipated pur!!llant to the pron.. 
dona of the War Clalms Aot of 191.iB as a_ndad is esti1l\':l,ted at 120 million dollars. 
Thus the annun t alread¥ paid out 'b7 ClAP 1. adequate to meet all· the claims based 
on legislation current17 In force. 

d) There 18 one measure pend.1ag before the House and. tienate (HR 3719 
and S 1416), provid.ing new benefits for inhuma19 treatment and forced labor of former 
prhonera of war. The bill would provide pqments at the ra.te of ~J1.i for each cU-~ 
on which a former priaoner of war was treatecl 1nhununely or forced to perform labor 
Wi thout compens.8.tion 07 the 8neDJT government b7 which he was held during World liar II. 
Available estimates on the cost of this meaaure show an amount of 81 million dollars, 
"'ith a pogsible addi t1~n of 9 million dollars. should Phil1ipp1ne Fri's be included. 
In view of the fact that a very cautious estimate bY' OAP. still envisages a net 
surplus of 121 mlllion dollars, the enactment of this measul'e would still lea.ve un
co:'mi tted over 30 million dOllars of OAF funds. 

4) The figures ei ted in the preceding para,.~raph may be useful 1n order to 
ahOY that the en."letment of our bill, which contaj.ns a ceiling of :3 million dollars 
would in no way adversely affect the actlvit we of the l'll!!.r Claims COmmisuon under 
existing and :pending leg1elation.. The War Claims Comm1ssinD formal17 endorsed our 
bill. 

cc. lmJ 
JJJ 
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.April 12 J 1950 

Dear Elil 

I refer to the sample list of unclaiwcd accou"'1ts prepared for us 
by the Office of .inien f'roperty, and sent to you by Sy Itl1hin on l!pril 7. 

My iT;lpression is that this list contains ave rwheh1in;:::ly 
non-Jet11sh names, and I am afraid that a salnple check wit.'1 our mm lists 
woulu bear oat this impression. Urrier theqc circumsta.'1ces, I do not 
kno'!''' what usefu.l conclusions ma;:r be drawn l ..~')m this list .Tith r;'Gard 
to the scope or proportion of the value of Jc....r.l.st heirlesG cie!)Osits. 
I even doubt whether it would be worth while for us to (m~~ace }n the repeat 
performence of diggine out the :t'ip:ures shown by the individual accounts 
mentioned in this list. Kindly let me kuO";( yOl;.r virn'T3 on the nntter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Eugene:HeV'csi 

Jti:r. Eli Rock 
The /,Joorican Joint Distribution Comrrdtt.ee 
270 lAadison l.venue 
N~1'i Lork 16, N.Y. 

EHrep 
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1;·1r. J~li t~Je,~ 
Joint Dict.:""_;)·~t,i~n Go::u:-d.t.tee, Inc. 
2·1O~fi.adiB7.. ;; VErmt8 

!Je-w Y~or}~, :.f~ !:ork 

, e;r.,closG bsrcw..tth the snmpJ.e list of 250 Iit.i.D9S in"-vlvod in i:ieI"lJ:iliAn 
&.ceO'Jnte ag;! ~-,"1Bt which no cld.l'1lB havc been riled wi-,ich "'i':'f;\S f::Jl"\l'iL~:-~te:j to !lie 
by John T...ol:.:art. ,:if the \)ff'icc of j\lit'm l?'r'I:lperty. 

7:-,:!.z is'3 the li!lt on the bn~1s of w!;ich they ~-cel ~·h."t some inl!i(~~
tiQn c-O'u.ld ';:;;«: had of thE total s..;;.;.ount :lnvolvod. It ie their =tllUGo!:rt.icm ttlOlt 
the:!Jc nar.x-'!3 '0e procelilBcn to the extant. possible, .tfter "Lich t -ora '.7.1..ty he 
1"urthel" c~_.nz~.J.tntion. 

I '.:;;.;rlcwrstQl'Ul tr...u.t the Departt:'lent of Jlli:tim: has f.ltD.,,:.CQ to Conr;ress
man !:CC~O:r+..J:l that it has ~d& no estl~te of the ~2vU."lt L."'lvolved :ifI the 
heirless l::r-:- ?Grty lcgisu"tion but they hllve refcrre{: to tJ10 prcljX>DOO thl"f'..e 
rllllion du lOt a:r 1inti.t iL'1d r~ve indicated tlu.'.t, 0 f co:n·;:,o.. no great<!lT amO"'J.nt 
t.han th~t :J:-:';'o;.ld be involv(YJ if the three mi11iorl were adoptlJd (?Ind if it were 
to include ~r::;~!"J.l.tin£; coste uf the Offioe af Alien ;>r.:Jj;.1erty. 

Seyrwur .T. Rubin 

cca 	 nr. f~vr.;!d (with encloouro)t=. l:~01'"c:cntha\1 
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YIVO 347.17 

Am Jwsh Cmtee 

(GEN-10) 

pox 296 File 9 
.IPl) i 

AttC'h'7 MI.} /50 
"" ..,',] 

S»1PLE LIST OF 259 CASED :mVOLVIUG GERHAN 
ACCOUNTS AGAINST WHICH NO CL.UBS EAVE BEBN FILl-;:r) 

ACCOUNT NO. 

A2S000016 Schill" Fidl 

B280oo292 

C28000372 Koeppel, Charles J. and 
Koeppel, Elsie 

Interned at st. George t Bem. 

D28000480 Kappler" Paul 

E280oo586 . Schutte" Alfred lI. 
KoIn" Deutl" Gel"mA1'lY 

A28001278 Gerdts. Gustav F. 
130 He.mm.strasse 

Bromen.. Germany 

B28001431 Dux" Walter 
Hanover" Germany 

C28001546 Kern. R. 
Gladbach" P.heydt, Gennany 

D28001659 Oelsner, w. 
Frederiksborggade 21 

Copenhagen" Denmark 

E28001851 Pommer. Carlo 
Essen. Gel"mBl:lY 

A28002333 Oberhe1:m" Uarie 
Genna,ny 

B28002429 Pels, Math11de 
Germany 

C28002503 Albers, Heinrioh 
Dusseldorf" Germany 

D28002574 Bohler, H. 
Radebeul near Dresden 

Germany 



ACCOmIT lID. 

E28002652 

A28002790 

B28002857 

028002932 

D28003000 

E2B003062 

A2B003196 

1328003256 

C28003330 

D28003394 

E28004180 

A28004330 

:828004428 

028004568 

NAME AND ADDP.ESS 

Ebner. Karl 
Oberunal, Taunus, Gennany 

Hell, Frits 
Vienna, Austria. 

Jde, Hans 
Falkenberg near Gru.nau 

Germany 

Lang. R1chard 
Ravensburg, Wurttemberr;, 

Germa.ny 

Mette, Bodo 
Berlin, Halensea, 

Garmany 

Pallmann, Ludwig 
Zwelbrucken, Germa.."'lY 

Schoeller, Felix L~d Bausch 
New Kaliss, l!recklenburg, 

Ge1"Ill8JlY 

Spanner, Hans J. 
Jlerlin, Kledow, 

Gennany 

varvoort, Bernhard 
Dusseldorf, Germany 

Wittner, Erioh 
Sohwenningen-am-NeCkar, 

C.ennany 

Kurry, Ida 
Gennany 

Borohers, Sophie 
Germany 

Sohreiner. Paul 
Webargasa9 lB, Hersfeld 

lIesse, Ilusau, Gemany 

Dietl, 13.obael 
Lutsow str. 24 

J.tagdeburg, Ger.m.any 

YIVO 347.17 
AJC (GEN-10) 
Box 296 
File 9 
Attc. 4/7/50 
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ACCOUl'JT NO. 

D28004697 

E28004773 

A2B005053 

1328005129 

028005258 

D2Soo5394 

E28005580 

A28005590 

1328005634 

C28005693 

D28oo5771 

E28005966 

A26006l57 

B28006236 

NAME MID A..nDRESS 

Ebert, Alvin 
Germany 

Boer, Carl F. 
Germa.ny 

Mader, Anna 
Freiberger Stl'. 14 

Woekenste1n, C·el".l!.llU:lY 

Hoen1ghausen. Helena 
Clement1 stl'• 

. Hllmborn, Gemany' 

Gansenmuller, otto 
Oberdorf bei nofinr,en, 

Wurttemburg. Germany 

Trapp, Carl 
sternstr. 13. 

11 Hamburg, Germany 

Krebs, Dr. Alexander 
Landhausstr. 38, 

Berlin, Wilnersdorf, Ge~ 

Lemki, Geo. 
Buelowstl'. S, 

Berlin W 35, Germany 

Schumann, Curt 
Ueoklenhurg, Allee 6, 

Berlin, Charlottenburg 9. Gennany 

Gerke. l2nma 
Gerniany 

Polenske, Uartha 
Garwisoh. Germany 

Rosen, Anna 
Bremen. Germrtny 

Jalowets, Edward 
Viem8.. Austria 

Balkan. Else 
18 Ulmens'bruae 
Fra.nkfort-am-Ge~ 

YIVO 347 .17 .. 
AJC (GENIO) 
.Box 296 
File 9 

345297 
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ACCOUNT NC. 

C28oo6417 

D28006470 

E28006578 

A2800G793 

B28006899 

028007186 

D28007667 

E28007752 

A.28007972 

B28008192 

C28006264 

D2B008378 

E28008459 

A28008S86 

n28008972 

NAME AIlD ADDRESS 

Grunebaum.. Sally 
Gau. KOnigshofen 
Ba~la, Germany 

Mineau, tina vI. 
Germa.llY 

Hirsoh, IIans 
Kl"'IlIlIm8str. 27 

Wolfenbuttal. Ganna.ny 

Von Berold1n~n, Sybille 
stuttga.rt, Ge:nnany 

Sauerbrei, Fritz 
Osterode A. II., Osmany 

Sachse, Martha 
Klarastrasse 24 

Leipzig, Germany 

Miohenfelder, Carl 
Druohsu, Baden, Germa.ny 

Im&rkiech, Robart. Estate of 
!Jrs. Robert t~kisch. Sale Heir 

4 Humboldtstrasse 
Potsdam, Ge~ 

Hof.ftnann, Elisa 
Germany 

Rippe, Bertha 
Germany 

Molnar, Joseph 
Berlin, Germa.ny 

Schlobohm, Anna 
Lanenbruek, Germany 

Schmidt, Elli 
Germany 

Conael:m.ann, Ca.rolina 
Germany 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 

345298 


http:Germa.ny
http:Germa.ny
http:stuttga.rt
http:Ganna.ny


Accoum NO. 

028009120 


D28009213 


E28009405 


A28009644 


B28009874 


028009996 


D28010068 


E280l0129 

A280l0341 

D280l0460 

028010608 

D28010720 

E28010770 

A28010917 

- 5 

NA:ME .A1m ADDITESS , 

Krause, Emil 
Schonoholaerstrasae 1 

Berlin, Gemany 

Worm, Paul 
Germany 

Ilonel.. Amana. 
Brokersdorf 3 

Baal'll or Hurnberr, 27.. Germany 

Paasohe, AnnAliese 
Uagdeburg, Germany 

Foerdl"llllg, ~.11nni. 
2 Koenig Strasse 

Eiobwalde, Kreis Talton 
Gor.many 

Bantlin, EmmA Sigel 
Erturt.. Germany 

Fink, Metha nerdes and her 
unk:novm. issue 

Ringstedt, Hannover,
) 

Germany
, 

"farquart.. Agnes 
Baden, Germany 

Crusiua, Mirma 
Raus a.. d. Lehne 

Poessnita, Germany 

Maisoh, JIilde!~ard 
Sondernau, Bavana, Germany 

Be:rmann, Hedwig Moll 
Bollsohweil. Germany 

Bob01s, Agnes 
Soharrenstrasse S8 

Charlottenburg, Germany 

Re1m.aml, !larie G. 
strassondorf bei Lowen 

in Sohlaaien, Gennany 

B.rumm.er.. George 
Genaa:ll1' 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 

345:299 
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ACCOUHT no. 

D2801l035 

C28011118 

D280ll204 

E29011279 

A28011464 

D28011552 

0280116.47 

D2S011740 

E28011820 

A28012087 

B280l2295 

C28012396 

D2B012494 

E28012649 

- 6 

l!A.ME AND A.t)DRESS. 
Furs~neok, !3aroness Mathilde 

VO~ Entress, knCJ'l1Il as 
vo::. Entl"GGB, Ba.roness Ma.thilde 

~-erma.ny 

Wa£tl1:" Oeor{!: 
B~lin, Gemeny 

Dor€&~hulle, 1'!re. Emma Dreses or 
her child or children 
~·eslarn Soest Land 

'l'Testf'alen, n'ermany 

Beoke~.f Paul 
B!"8!81au, Gennany 

De nubr, Antj e 
Genaany 

Feldhaus, Ludwig 
Genaany 

Teske. Alexander Ma..-dmilian Georg 

Wis m:nann strasso 38 


F'rankfort 0 Oder, Garmany 


Wienel.ce, Francisca 
BeDninghausen, Ger.ma.ny 

Stier"l, l'filhelm or his issue 

'l'ra::aenbo.ch Il6Chnang 


1I-..:.rtter.iborg, Ger:ma..n;y 


Silve:-ma.nn. A. 1I1i. 

Borlin, G(n~any 


Pare7. Paul 

Berl.in SW 11, 


G·emEI.I\Y 

Boskh.off', Helen or her heirs at law 
Colling, Kreis Leer, Germany 

Uetzger, Charlotte 

Loeblermtrasse 36 


llurnberg. Germany 


Fischer, Ernst Pr I. nein 

Rotebuchstr. 180 


stuttgart, Ge1'rlWX1 


YIVO.'3'47.17 
296/9 
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ACCOUli!T UO. 

A28012745 

B280l2822 

028012893 

n28013004 

E280l3098 

A28013241 

D28013294 

028013387 

D28013453 

E28013768 

A28013919 

B280l3969 

028014062 

D28014165 

Fritzsohe. K. T. 
Centropa Berlin, Germany 

Urban, Conrad 
Friedrichstrasse 238 

Berlin S'{{ 68. Germ.any 

J)unka.se, JOM 
Lahausen 75~ Germany 

Przygodda.. JOM, unknown nephew of 
Germany 

Heineman, F..iIde 
Augsburg Be.yarn 

Kit zemnarlct 8, Germ.e.:ny 

!Asche. Karl Gustav 
Germany 

Vlintjen, :f'riedl'ich 
o 0 Geestemunde Bank 


Wesermunde G, Germany 


Y..nudsen. Wilheh.'l, Heinrioh, Joharmes, 
unknoWn children of 

Germany 

MulIers, Anns. Luisa Friederike 
nlumenstrasse 12 

SOElst West Palen. Ge1"1:l.lflnY 

Erambaer. Fre.ncis Moran, .1r. 
Paulinen StrasS6 5 

Weisbaden. Germany 

Jasmann. Alma 
:Ma.."Ule Holstein, Gennany 

Schenuit. Joseph 
Germany 

Herbster, :Mrs. Engelbert 
Germany 

LUGch, Marie. Ba.rbara 
Legelahurst Ha.dan 
at Kehl, Ge.rmany 

YIVO 3-47: 17 
296/9' 

345301 


http:J)unka.se


ACCOI.HIT NO. 

E28014310 

A28014466 

B260l4613 

C280147l6 

D28014858 

E28015045 

A280l5215 

B28015285 

C28015389 

D280l5-157 

E28015523 

A28015661 

B2B015741 

IUUm: J.JfD LDDRESS-
Hoi'f:rne.n, Jakob.. unknown issue of 


Gerlllllll¥ 


Erdman, Helmuth 
Posen" Pobnd 

Ramill.S~, Else and unknown bsue 
Groeplingerdeioh B Bremen 

Gor.lIlll.IlY 

Flug, Ide. 
150 Taunser strasse 

Ereslien, Germany 

fJillen, Frieda 
GermatJy 

Gl'l8U8S, Kurt 
Ge~ 

Viao.hman, Katie 
Bremen, Garmany 

Fix, GothoLd, unknown wife and 
children of 

Sohoneberg, Berlin" Germany 

Blumenstook, Caroline or Karoline 
Wermuts hausen 

Wuerttembcrs, GerI!l1\llY 

Goehler. Brr.in 
Dlumenstrasse 7 

Mainz .iL"'1.Oeneburg, Ge~ 

Goertz, lielene 
Johannisberg str. 9 

stettin, Germny 

Smalian. G., unknown personal rep
resentatives, heirs. next of kin 
lU1d idstrib"tltees of 

GeJ'lJlLrlY 

Naber, !<"ritz 
Darusdorf Christ Depot 

GermallY 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 

345302 




LCCOCKI' 1m. 

C2f301SU14 

D28015957 

E2801603l 

A2801617S 

1328016252 

C280l6370 

D28016434 

E280l6519 

YIVO 347.17 
l1.JC (GEN-10) 
Box 296 
Fi1e'9 

FUBS~ Elizabeth R. 
Veclrorhll.gonorstr. 68 

Hannov lluenden, Germar.y 

Vollrening, otto 
Wasserburt; 1.. Inn 84 

Sohr~od ?eile, Germany 

Gerhold I Ida 
Germe.n~r 

Volm, Antonia or Volm, "!falentine 
Grosse li'ingo!l Hochingen 

Hobenzollar, Germany 

Viagner ~ Ce.rl or Karl, Adm. of the 
Estate of Henr£l.!l Elsner 

Kassel V!illwlmshohe, Ge~ 

Soheid, }Jldreas, or unknavm issue of 
Germerscheimer strasse SO 

Berghausen ~ Go rrr.a.ny 

Heak, J ohaml 
Boisseree strasse 24

KOGIn Rhine I Germany 

nein" Arno 
Germnny 

http:rrr.a.ny


ACCOpNT 1m, 


A 28016689 


B 28016776 

C 28016839 


D 28016942 


E 28017014 


A 28017197 


B 280172613 


C 28017350 


D 28017423 


E 28017525 


A 28017698 


B 28017815 


YIVO 347.17 
AJC (GEN 10) 

-10 Box 296 
File 9 

NAME W ADDRESS 
. Attch. 4/7/50 

M.ul.l.er, Joseph 
Ge1"lD8.D1' 

Ste1nbrurm, Adolt or Steinbrunn, Wilhelm 
" ste1nbrunn, Luisa 
c/o Ludw1g Buhl 

Freiburg, GsI"ll!l.D1" 

Ehr1ioh, Willy 
Ober Oderweitz, 
S8X0D7, Gel'llAIlY 

Seibel, HeiDrioh 
Darmstadt, Hassen, Germany 

Dauer, Mrs. Toni 
Lauenberger strasse 

Berlln, Gel'2l1all7 

Kruse, Peter 
Schleswig Holstein, Ger.lllt:U1Y 

Ahrens, Friedrich 
Drostestrasse S 

Htumover, Germ.a:ny 

HeU, lUm1e. or Heirs, Nest of" Kin, 
Personal Represedatlves, Legatees 
& Devisees 

Frieder1clstr. 7 11 
G81"&, Thueringen, GermaJl7 

K1kUlus, Herman or Hermann 
Grunwalderstrasse 110 

TUslt, East Prussia, German..T 

Schneider, Dora. 
Ottenbarch, Gel'l.llS%l7 

ScheuchsDgraber, Alma 
G81'III8.D7 

Baetz, Rosa &: Feulner, S1m.on aDd 
Feulner, Bernhe.:rd. &:. Bauer, Ernst, 
Estat.e or 

Gel"EllT 

345304 


http:G81'III8.D7
http:GsI"ll!l.D1


6QQQUNT NO. 

C 28017883 

D 28017936 

E 28018023 

A 28018244 

n 2801SJ06 

C 28018455 

D 28018526 

E 28018598 

A 28018738 

B 28018813 

C 28018878 

D 2801896,; 

I 28019029 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 
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Knauer, Fdward & Knnuer, Agnes and 

Bruckner, Gustchen 


Wa.lterhausen 

Thuringen, Germany 


Rahmolow, Nartha 

Pcllnow, Pomm.ern, Gerymany 


Sievers, Elsa 
Hannover, Gs1"Jllan1' 

Bolsa, Dr. Hans 
Wurzburg, Germany 

Hanskas, Josepha 
Oberbruchstrasae 162 

Creteld, Fischeln, Germany 

Dreyer, EUzabet.h 
Wurttemberg, Germa.ny 

Vogl, Maria 
Koetzt.1ng, Neiderbayern, Germany 

Messerer, Louisa &Messerer, Hans and 
Messerer, Nelly 

Bollmanstr. 43, &Bllaestr. 20, and 
01berstr. 22 (respectively) 

Bremen, Germ~!"'l.y 

Grud1nsk1, Eva 
Teplan, Germany 

Bredemann, Greta 
Berl1n, Fr1edrichshagen, GeI"lDBllY 

Maier, A.na nee Ortlieb 
SoneDStraaS8 34 

Gunzburg, aID(onau), Bqem, GUrI&BDT 

i'oedter, Hetl17 a.G.w. or Toedter, 
Marie , Luise A. 

25 L1Ddenelle 
Hamburg, Germa.my 

Lems, Hett.chan 
lterpen, G81"JItS!IT 34' 5 3 0 5 

http:Germa.my
http:Germa.ny


AgCOUtrr ii0. 


A 28019156 


B 28019236 


C 28019324 


D 28019384 

E 280194;7 

A 28019628 

B 28019702 

C 28019794 

D 28019870 

E 28019926 

A 28020135 

B 28020210 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 
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Frank, Gustave 
Tledexerstr. ; 


E1nbeok, Hannover, Germa.ny 


Honold, Barbara or Unknown Children ot 
G81"1IIa1V 

Grab, Fe1"d1nand, Alf'red & Hof'f:ma.n, 
Otto, Eagen, Hane 

1S Elaeneok Strasse 
Weunsburg, G81"IDIln7 

NledenfUehr, Helene, Wife of 
Otto Bledenfuehr 

Altdoebern Nieder Lauslt21 
Provenoe Brandenburg. GG~ 

Dautricb., W1ll1a1ll 
Sohl1esbach bi. Wachtersbach 

Gel"lBBlV' 

Zittel, Gecrge 
Rua8!.nsen, Palatinate, Gel'lll8.ll7 

Dobmaml, Alma 
We1ssenburg Str. 24 

Munlah, Gel'Jl18.Dy 

Rltzler, Margarethe L., formerq 
von Sohlarbrtmd, Margarethe L. 

Kerth Allessor, Erfurt, GS1'2D.8.D7 

K.amena, Paul 
loeIn.rev. 229A 

Duesseldorf'J Ge1".ll.all7 

vat.rholter. .Annie 
BuIlde Osttri.sland 

ProYirloe or HeJmovar, Ge:rmaDT 

H1I"sch, Rosa 
Friedrich Struse 52-;) 


Ber11l1 68, Gel'll&llT 


BeUJ.Dgr04t, E. 
Haaburc. Risac, Ge1'll8J27 345306 

http:GS1'2D.8.D7
http:Gel'Jl18.Dy
http:Germa.ny


ACCOtrNT NO. 

C 28020274 

D 28020346 

E 28020418 

A 28020558 

B 28020650 

C 28020713 

D 28020777 

E 28020834 

A 28020946 

B 28021028 

C 28021106 

D 2S021197 

E 28021266 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 

- 13 

NA."1E and ADDRESS 

Kuehl, Johann Rudolf 
Elmshagen, Holstein, Ger.m.any 

Wolff, Franz Fr. 

Kasenau. Germany 


Gausmann, Elisa, Steinkamp 
Gel'JDOl'l,1 

vetterle1n, Lina 
Bergstr. 48 

Schwab, Gemund" }1uerttemberg, 
Geman7 

Herold, Paul 
Berlin, Germtmy 

Sts1ndecker, Maria 
FleinhauaeD, Bavaria, Germany 

R.euder, Conrad and REiudGr, George 
Nurnberg, Bavaria, Germany 

Bock, Tina 
Wesermuende, l·!ullsdcrfland, Gctr1IW17 

Grimme, Mari. 
Wil.;'uumshoeherallee IS 

Kassel, Germ.any 

Diefenbacher, Susanna, Her Unknown issue 
Kingstraase 4 

Wiesleoh bie Heidelberg 
.Baden, Germany 

Kaiser, Mathew 
Buchenberg mats . 

V1lliDgfm, Germany 

Probst, Emil 
Buchenrod, Gel"IIan7 

Pockela, Elisabeth &Pookels, Anna 
am Hsb:aenberg 31 

Heidelberg, Baden, G81'IDB.D1' 

345307 

http:G81'IDB.D1


ACCOUNT NO: 


A 28021412 


B 28021458 


C 28021572 


D 28021642 

E 28021756 

A 28021904 

B 28021985 

C 28022076 

D 28022155 

E 28022234 

A 2S022366 


YIVO 347.17 
296/9 
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NAME AUD ADDRESS 

Muehlenhcrt, WUliam and lfuehlenhort, 
Erna 

Zum Henz Hauseen Twist 
Ring-enland bez. Braman, Germany 

Zelt.me.n, t-landa. 

Eichtershe1m v. Badon 


Ber Heidelberg, Germany 


Bctzem, Peter J. &: His Brcthers and II1s 

Sistare and Their Unknown Issue 

Kobl~earstrasse 56 


MaBen bie. Koblenz, Germany 


Fehr, Barbara or Unknown Issue of 
B1eicheim 1n Baden 

Germany 

Doerks, Anna 
.Adoystrass8 

Domound, Gel"JDSDl' 

Fraenkel, Siegfried 
59 Char10tten street 

Berlin WS, Ge~ 

Y.a1er, Louise 
Kura. Strasae .3 

Bablingen, yurttembers, Ge~ 

Schuehle, Georg 
266 Boshling strasse 

JUert1.ssen, Bqern, G81"'II&.Jl1 

Gudo.t, Heinz 
N7 Johen Vermer Strasse 


.Johannistahl, Berlin, Germany 


Volkmann, Mrs. Paula nee Isenberg 
Germany 

KOenig, .Martha 
Langgasse 14, 

Zu GrossAuhe1a b1e Han:a.a.u-aID.-4a1n 
GeraaDT 

B 28022406 




jpcroN: no. 

C 28022557 

D 28022634 

E 28022692 

A28022936 


B 28023049 


C 28023139 

D 28023192 


E 2g023304 


A 28023451 

B 28023522 

C 28023585 

D 28023647 

E 28023725 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 
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Knack, John 

Gel"lflaIlY 


Ruesch. Martha or Unknown Children and 
Lineal He1rs at 

Erugerctrasse 19 
Lubeck, ge1'2lW.nY . 

R1echert, BUda 
Schopthe1m, Gel"'ln8Jl)" 

Meyer, Marichea 
Be.sSUJll. Gel."'DlaIl3' 

Kuge1mann, Leopold or Unknown Children 
as Their Interests May Appear, 

Germa.n;y 

Ulums, tire. Heman 
Adolf HiUer Stl". 50 

Llmde 1, Westtalen, Gel'JD8l'lT 

Sehloderer, II.n.na 
Ge1"llBD1' 

Schrotert Elga, Martha 
Klaubnergarten 


Neustadt em Orla, GermBll7 


Frank, Emma 
BokeDhe1mer1endstr. 97 p 

Fran1cf'urt-am.-l-1a1n, Ger.aaaiQ" 

Dorlrms.nl'lt Dietrich 
Buhren, Germany 

Ruubold, Bertha, Malbaum 
Phllipe struse 18 

ChfllDll1tz, G81'II8D1 

Schmidt, WUl1 
Gel"DUl.DY 

UhlJ.oh, WUbelm 
Flauen, Gel"m&l'.Q" 

345309 

http:Gel"DUl.DY
http:ge1'2lW.nY


"OOOUET 1;0.
""" .. 

B 28023919 

C 2eoz,3995 

D 28024077 

A 28024281.. 

D2e02"349 

C 28024406 

D 28024464 

E 28024545 

A 28024672 

B 28024756 

C 2S024Sl0 

YIVO 347.17 
296/9 

- 16

NAHE AND MlDRESS...... 

Hirschmann, Karl or H1s Issue 

Drus'W'eUer bei Bergzabern 


Rheinpte.lz, Germal'lY 


Jeerke, Carl 

I!~tzrelderstr. 4 


l-ll.lFpe!"tv.l-~T')., Germ!l.!JY 


Brecht, August or Heirs at leW', I.ext 

of Kin, DlstributeF~s, 1ei;at~es & Personal 

Representatives or 


Goerlitz, Germany 

Faber, SIdonia 
Leipsi.g, Germany 

stebner, Herw~ 
Germ.a.ny 

Kehren, Jobannes 
Gladbaab-P..heydt, Germany 

l:'fluDer, Carl 
~Jurttemoorz, Germany 

!.iepcrt, Ber.ta, (called Bertha.) and. 
ScrJ!l1dt, Franz Theodore, Unknown Heirs or 
G$~ 

von Sehlarho1s, Frau Helene, 
Perscm.al. P..epresentatlves, Heirs, lien or 
Kin, :egatees and Dlstributeec of 

Germany 

1:0.'111, Carl, Unknown Heirs, Next of Kin_ 
Legutoes, D1strlbutees, and RepresentatIves or 

GeI"l'UP..J.l.y 

Boe.hlksn, J.l:ma. Franke 
Hnmbc.rC, Germ.aJl7 

Zimmermann. Quant.. 
Kolr., Ge:rma:tlT 

Grcmevaldt, lJ.ll.T 
.Am Aekerberg ?8 

GJwnd 8.. Togernse. 345310 
Oberbsyem, Ge1"2IaD7 

http:Hnmbc.rC
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D 28024(6) 


E 2S02.4922 


A 28025069 


B 2802;169 


c 2802;247 

D 28025316 

. A 28025563 

B 28025642 

C 2802;702 

D 28025787 

E 28025846 
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futsch, r1ilhelm1ne 
Garmany 

Heraog, Dr. BennCl, Unlr.....'1O'l:m Persollul 

Representatives, Heirs, Next of Kin, 

Legatees and Distributees of 


GermtL"1;( 

Ue.rti.."1, lliehard 
Bchlatt 11 Xl" bel. Bingen, 

Germany 

Ilnsci19 t Ernst, !riedrich, PerDonal 
RtJpresentatlves, Heirs, Uen of Kin, 
Leg~tees and Distrlbuteee ot 

GerJJl.S.D1' 

ste:rnk.&, Helen 
Germany 

Scbuhmarm, Anne. Kath~rlna 
Ueckla.r by Cassel, G~ 

Reimer, WaltSl" 

Gexmal.lY 

Baader, }lelsn1e neG Ermal.er and 
Personal Representa.:t1vee tHeirs, Next 
of Kin, Lesatees, and D1str1butees of 
0;1l.v, Dr.CIiarlesH. 

Gen:1.any 

Jaeschke, paUl. 
Grai'en,.d.esen, 13 A 

Kreien K~tzt1ng, Bayem Wald, 
G81'I18.n,1 

f'riese, Bertha Johanna 
Deutsche 3ank Filial Frankturt 

Frenkt'urt, GeI'llW'Q" 

Doekel.meml., Karl rmd H1s UnknCMl Issue 
Germany 

aerzog, l''r1tz 
Sehonebeck 81dor Elbe, Ge~ 345 311 

http:Ermal.er
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B 2302(;0'18 

C 28026155 

D 28026227 


E 28026235 


A 28026435 


B 28026528 


C 28026589 

D 2SQe6667 

E 28026725 

A 28026903 

B 28026980 

c al0270JO 
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}fi1 1 or, Eubetta 
Eerki.i"lgen, W'.lrtte:m.berg, Germany 

StnJemoier, }irs. Catharine nee Schmidt 
:id15er~ hoi Hr. 16 

L'bcr Lohno, Westtalen, Germany 

Kindle, FrQ..,~z 
Zdeenbergstrass& 18 

Baden Baden, Ce~ 

Dode, Heta 
Gel'l':lEll.'ly 

Manz, 1:~ter and Y..unz, Alma 
Germe.ny 

Rotmund, Emma B. 
Hochberg, Ge~ 

HOlTe, 3anita 
Ge~ 

Harte~bergor, ~nereGa 
0/0 lias PrOc.~am:e 

Sch1ff'ba:aerdsmm 15 
B~:-ll.."l., Germany 

Schuelor, ::3erta 
Sof1enstr. 20 

Wetzlar, Germany 

Kallanborg, Klara 
Orollwltzaratr. 44 

Nietleban, Halle Saale, Garmany 

Lehnen, John &; Lehnen, Ghr1st1a..u 
UrlY.IlOwl'l Heirs of 

Rauen, ;:r018 }ialmed7, Gel"JlliUlY 

J attel", f.atharine 
TreohetU.'old lio. 56 

Pftllz, German,-

Paull, Leopold 
W..triilingan TuttlJ.ngen 53 345312Ger.ma~ 

http:Germe.ny


ACCOUNT NO, 

D 28027095 

E 2B~7154 

A 28027)l6 

B 28027380 


C 28027445 


. D 28027504 


E 28027563 


A 28027690 


C 28027792 

D 28027849 
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IiAME AND AJ)DRegS§ 

Gottschalk, L1na 

Legu1tZStraSS8 


BrGII8n 13, Gel'1JU!lllY 


Ababagen, Werner, Personal Representatives, 

Next or Kin, Legatees and DiBtrlbutees of' 


Gel'IIt!lV 


Just, Mas 

45 Land Street 


Heidelberg, Heim Baden, Germany 


Heller, S1epnmd 
Hamburg, ~ 

Meusch, Karl 

No. 23 .ADgerstrassG 


Urdenbaoh near Duesseldorf' 

G8Z'JII8D1' 


Flick, Maria, Unknown Personal Representa

tiY8s,Heirs, Next of' Kin, Legatees and 

D1stributees of 


GeJ."IDaJJT 

Kratz, Kat.bJ., called Katie 

Rele1satrassG 67 


Mannbetm, Rhsinan, Gel'2!lSllT 

Brondke, EBa or u.nk:novn Issue ot 

123 Soharnweber SU. 


Fr1e4richsb.agen, nerlin, Germany 


von Estortt, Hans or Issue 

Hoheu.estruse 4 


Potsdam, Germany 


Schei..e, Karl 
2 	in den Lampe 


Waranc1orf', Westtalell, Gel'BSllJ" 


Foertsch, Walter 

Boob All.ae 78 


IIaJIbuz's 13, G8l"JIaDI' 


·WGlb, Marie 
G8Z'II8IlI' 345313 



MeOID-iT NO. 

A 2802060 

B 28028112 

C 28028347 

D 28028350 

E 28028353 
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Pals, Albert 
26 ~leurwll . 

Hamburg, Germany 

Grabinger, Hed'.d.g 
G8:r:1Dtll1y' 

Andermahr, Franz 
230 Wlckrather strasse 

Muchen Gledbach, Ge1'Jllall3" 

Kloeter, Heinrelch, r~own as 
lUoetere, Henrich 

Dusseldorf', Germa.D7 

Beutb, Katherine, called !t..B.therins. 
Oden Kirchen, Gel"J.1lal1y' 

YIVO 347.17 
Am Jwsh Cmtee 
(GEN-10) 
Box 296 
File 9 
Attch. 4/7/50 
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j~•• '. • • .~ • 

, ',' 

LeWiil"EU,gene HeVesi:;:).: , . . :"J 

~~i~~~~i~~~i~l~:~'."l'i,n"oT""'rl""·"'·'···""..:.' ~bi2~::il~~li'\~~~i(~I~i\?!::::~~~
, . ·.' ..~~Gen~ral ClaY: stt1~ing>t~:ha:t. i.n the... ;';'> :'" '.' '. . 
. the;Je-wi'shRestituti'on .COmrids~1on· is 'an"':;"":;> .' 

: ...., .............. 1;, ·tha~ titie ~toreal·es·tate, .,including 

"•....... ;;f;~r~f~~;~~:~(~~:;»);,<,::~y,:: ·.·.~..'.::;·~·C~,~.~.<i''.· ...;;.. 

,Delna:rtlllleIlL'C repeats, .in· substanc'e; th~ o~ntents. 

detinitioD. ot Jewi alf pr9pertY•.::,::~·.·: ',,~:: \:,~. 'J '. 
,: -:.\~ ::/" :;; ::.:~.Y·~:.!·,':.~ <~. ·~f::~}::~~::~:'.z:;~~~ ~.~~:. }~:~:.: :l~:.~~:.i~.: ...~.~:<~:"':: ": ~ '.':«,:. 'J.~~ 
cree.' will··.b~ wo.rk~d. ·out. by the'" ,: ';':- .> '.. 

". General Clay wfthout~;tUrthEir .reterenoe ' 
;'sioD"'here Will ta~e:'appropri8.te .action ..'.': 

Both: Dr. Haber and ·Mr•. Mason were notitied' . 
Organizations". . should be made clear that 'the GEuuan. '" . 

OOll"'QClra·tlonS Wi 11: 'be:,i s'{ib'$ld1a:rie's' .. '.' Jevd sh 'RestitUtion: COmmi~sion~' and ··that;·· .. ,
,::', . ' .. ~: " .fa" suoh'~':th~y Wi.fi: rio¥:b~ appoin~ed:b;y.,the,baSio des'ignatiDg decree.. lJut· afterwards 
~~~;~:.:;.:~··'·.:'.:> ... b)<·#ie::c~oMmissioii ~~s'~lt~-·a~~otal.ll(·.~Q and controlled subsidiaries', in. the . .'~ . 
~f:·{,;lt·;:~··,"Y';: na:tUre' ot;r'eal estat~ :::comParae's';'w,ith~:.~pec:ri,f1.cally ofrcumsoribed tunot:i9ns •.:;. ... '. 

'.,,-'.:', X~:.?>-::'.:, •II~'j·.Fed.era;l LegiSlation on Heirless: Property in the U.S~,.: ;':::,:' , ,:;:,' 
'., :iX~~'·>:·\;~·;~~~~~;~;:~::;;::~~~;:;.~:;';t(~::,:.< J.::J~::,:',<:.-':;,. ;:;r.:':~X:;':·~:).;:>!R~>·:.:;:,:.}:,.-;;. :';C!::;~U;)<:'>.;:::<·· . " ,' .• :, " , . :: :, .' ':~ :';;; '.' '" '.' ," ' , , '", 

,/{i:;·::'.'!;;~f:,~:,~·.:·I:;;':,':;J:?In: add!tionto' 'predous inf'ormatioii~' 'it \'las made .,clear at the meeting that'··, ..' 

~:··::«:~·"':~·id.rioe . primarily' 'ho :gove%-mne1it&linte~es:t )'8 ·invoived. in the proposed ainendment'~:: 


,but only theintere.st:if(){,certain·grQup~~·neither '-the Department:ot st'ate" nor .'- '.;" 

. th:C;'7DepartIn.ent-o£ Jiis~~o~':(qustodi8J(or.Alien·Property) will' exotticio' submit,.:;' 


.... the bill to Congres's;',:: Howevlir,...:b'oth are' prepared to, support it it introduced 

'b" ~"'" "b'" ~ "t C . '.:~/·':·:l'-e '", ",;"\"t.: '.:~'.:~~'''''';:~/~''':'''''';;''1;~';'. ,'''", ~ t~: ..... "1'~:J:':.'4 ':',.-; ,,' .. " ~ e' ,"". y mem. ers 0 ongress.·'c.'.'" ;,.-....J"',.. ,,,.- ,·,'t. "i.,,, ..· '.",' '.:':.:-' .",,,,'''';-, .. " . :.' ,,' ,', '/-';'." 

:~~~: ~::;.:.' ·P.~·??:;::,~';r:{',':':'~ii:~:~f:;fJ~~ht:~·~,5~i£~~~f,;:~~~1::;~~~J~~~;~;f;~;:~?ry:,a~~~~~ijI,~: ~~~ci~~: ~~'~~":~:l~' on ,;: ' 
~";;:'~;~~~·<;:z;:.:. .the.~epublJ,c8:D~ ~':l~ also,"o~..th~.:D~o"r.atl;,.o, ..side: ot. Congresh:':'.::... ,,; .- ..•.;,'. 
;.~~:'.:/.:~~'j,) ~~;~~:;:~:<~}~~?~'~;~};'.;~:}..::,~,~:.;:',~'~:~,<': ":;'" . ::"~~~,:y:; ,f:,~::~",::·?:i:;>~'!:,:~.~,;~:.~~:~;:(~:~:.. :~L;~:.~'\:' :~~·.;X: ,~: .~~:~~.::: ;1~1~=:.~~/~~~t~::.~\~q:::'.; ;.:.~;\ .:. '. :-,<>':' ' :', .:~<'," ,," ., .' ')' :: ,:~. ,: ':4:." . I~. ..-,: ;"" :. . 

;~,:,:·::),~~)t~;;,;:·:,,··,:~:;;, 'On, the w~rking::le_ve:r 9t, both.D~pa.rtments .. full'agreement was. ,reached with .. " 
:·~~:>;~;:,:\/t:;:·:,::· regiirdt~ 'th.e· attacned text:·o.f'the !pr6pQse<r amendment which wi 11 have to be' 
~·;··~·;!'lJ:: :~, '.. ," ' .... "... ,.,:.. ,'. .",,';'-;:to ~.. ,~'.' ,;: ", ' • " ... ~~... ;. : ' • ,. I'" ~, '.' 

J.~Ff~:~:,: '::;,:.::':, ..i~~rodtlced a;~ :.~;·'PU-~~;i,;e.men~e~t·.~C?/.an .already , penliiilig' amendment to the Trading ..: 
<.~;;_::-/. '. With the Enemy Aot whioh latte~ eXpected ,is to come up in the Senate during the' 

.~;~~:' .-' ',,:: , ,ourre~t ..:e:8 S1.:~:~;~~:;;;B)~~~~8~\~~;;·:2.::;~:.; ;;;~~~,\~;~~.,;;;;~i7:~.:;· ',,:<': ;'" :,' .~. . "',:,';.. '. :. :.' .,;,,: .. ~ ;,~ .' ,', 
". ".. ,The main po~n~s,,'ot contEmtiori~re.the method ot theproot ot the deoe~sed' 

~OWnerst ;statusiis 'a·persecutee~,.aIld_Diainly. ot the proot ot death., They were- , 
solved' in' a satistacto17 manner.'::,:",:;,,,,,,,, ". "" .' .' '", .,.;:" ',., 
~·!;~;i.;,::r";'.·:l:<';:,.,.," ':·_,;;~·~,~:,:::::;t,i;:t~:i::"~.;.~;,·,::;:-i:~\'.<';i;,~}:f'~i~":~~';':i::;'::;:';;.:' .: :'.;: " ...:..'./.... , ; ", :,"'.' t' .., . 

'-:;.r:':' With rega~d t~ th~J·irst,.:.the,' ~:ucces8or organization will have to turnish at 
'least the proot that' tp,e ,ovme~s' we;-e',/Jews~ Fo.r: this purpose, full lists ot the '. 

,:,:" ...,."""... sted asse:l;s. wOu~'d: .' placed a~.Jti(.:di·sp~sal.and, in practioe, the' indioationof. 
. ·seess . 'would:bea d : as proo..f ot hi's' persec,utee oharacter.~, ' 

. ,:>~,.\,',';::.. ':., ,);;.,', ~:,~? "i;..,·, .,' '.. :... >.:.;:.: 
" . 

http:PU-~~;i,;e.men~e~t�.~C?/.an
http:ta~e:'appropri8.te


---------------------_ .. 

, '. . ~.,. 

··"\;:3;;;;~h,;~;C,11~~ (~:w?Mi::'\' .'. , 
.i,:(1)J"~'t~"i~c::<~~lJ;~~+~'i < . ., ,. 

·'.·c·'ha",;.'·f.,:"":,'''·o:'~·'~~ti·,~i~:i~(?~L,;''i;.; ,., •.••. 
~~~!~~¥:~~.~~;~~~~~~;3~~e~'~,::618.f.Di8:by 'th~,:s\1ocessor. orgimi~:c'" \ ': " 

:~:;~~:~:I:i~~~~~~T.X:~fi}j1:i~i;·~~oO·1j~fu~~1~b ..if:&71~'f~::~~f;f';,':· .. 
, in thE!' U.S., the' Bmendment~',:, '. , . 

·.~"f.lle· jection~ of' neutr~l 'government,~';'::;": " 
.' ·tb.fi·' U~S'~ oa.:c:mot 'expeot. them to dQ' '\"'" " 

~;';~~~;';f\i5~;;~r:/t,~:.~:f,';'V;:;':;;''':;~'d'''::';<'''-"'~' :~~~e~:{;i;~~;,;~Ff;A;!itifp;i:·,':'i' ,<.;.. ;.;;:::,~/~:;:')~~)~.:,,::.::., .' ;,: '. ,; ," , 
A.....,"'A·''''' ..·I'I:;on;::th~:(part 'o~ many ,meinbersQf,'Congress. Many'" .. " '" 

,a:B~et8:::e'soh8'at.'td· tli'eU.S~:~·~rather than have ,them used,'· 
'r~':dis'o~iissi'On'" ..". , " possibly.be ;avoicie'd.:i , 'IDtro'duction.' ,: ' 

.'~'.;: , ~ :._::J~~'~:..~::.~~~:~~.:~~' . "",'''';',:' ','" t:::,',::'.:, tnoFi:''':'''' '.. ,::':··~,;,~·~;:-l;·i,~~~·:<;~,~,.:~:/'J:,~;~~;{.';':cI ;::H}f:{~/:';:~":l:'~',,::""':': ~":" ' 
.. ,," .",,"'~;:,~' {" wltif', regard' to ,.B,'· .," '. .oo'nsideriUg their own inabil11:;y actively 
:\~",:::-.~tci'engage::in·a politica~' 'ac...ritT"'of:>th.1s::ri8.ture. the representat1,ves' of both the,' 


, ;,o.;2fs;:' JeWish: Agenoy an4, o.f 'th~ JI)C,·r~:pea~ed.' thei~"sugg~stioJlthat the six organizations 

:~::"f~'?:;":'ag~~e';'pi1thedelegation o~ one:,o~g~~~z~~iori~ the AJC,. to take oare of, this assign~ 


,:,.:::";'f~\:;:'~',i·"'ment::':ln"''':oc.iDipletefraed.om:':of'actionj"'to select thE; necessary personnel, and determine. 

:'~7}:~,:t?~1::\}~;j:~;{!~~:%~8~~:';:;V:~~~~;ti';:~~~t:'~:~~~~,~;~~r~i::.t:t~t~0j~"L~: '~::;/ ;".. ' .. ~',.' ,:;' ..• "",:',;'," ,.':. ... 
':··"-::::;;:::;\'S:l.moii Segal presented the position of theA.JC,to the effect that we are . 


"":'prepare,d: t~' un4e,rtak~.~h~s';'::jo1:?,Single~h8.nd~,d 'if all organizations' agreed' on oUr:'· 

authqrity" to do' so~ '. b.ut,·.·.:tha:t' v,re. woula prefer if. the six orgamzations Would agree 

': to' hlut'dle 'th~t8.sk as:&..' jointundertakiDg, retain' and pay the needed personnel ',' 
- jointly;'.' and aot exolusivel'y through that "personnel without' duplioation. ",,' '. 

:~~,,:.\;'(>";'~-:':::::~':::\';J}>,/.:;,«,;:;t\.:':;;;>:,::~~,;:'~~h:: ,~:~!.~>;~,"';,~;}~!;a:~F?, ,;.'~' , ",'.'. ' .';". '., . "', ..... . 
.,;i:,'?'\,;. With. rega~d,:t() the ~wi1.1.insnE!~s· ~f the Jl)Cand the' Jewish Agency to become .. . 
. identified with an uridertakiJig o'f' a. political' nature. the latter solution was 

.OU1;;~;~_:."ji~~)j.ft~~ft'?:~{\::N;'/f~;.r}I;L(Jr:~;~;;fP:::!I.[?;~"V:,Y .. :': . ",: '.'. "",. ' .. " ' :' .. 
Bern~tein undertook to olarify.1ihe question of our sole assignment with':' 

of 't11e' AIner1oaD.. JeWish Conference; on oondition that the .AJC would agree' 
"it' on,:behalt~i,and as'ai;l.'agent. 'of the six organizations. He promised' 

to".it;11'orm us abou~ th~,."o~:tcome,0f'hi8 disoussion with Mr. Lipsky, without delay. 
'. -;',' : ,.~\; ~':~'.. -. : .:: :~>h:: ~:,,~:'~;) {/~' ..,t~:-:~': :'"?·;:::~:5." ,. ,': ~f::;.,:': ~,"' ... ~, 7. ,': ..... '.",:' , :" . . :'. .'. . ". ~ : 

,t"";"~,'.,.,,,,,,~ Sinoe. the World Jew! sh Congress was not represented at the meeting, Mr. Rook 
. JDC' undertook to clarify the issue with them within 24 hours. 

, .' . . ~ . . 1'" 
'.' .:.,. ~,' . . , :.. . 


, ~'. ~., . 


). ' .. '.. 

........, 
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Am Jwsh Cmtee 
AN ACT (GEN-10) 

Box 296 
To amend the Trading wi th 'the Enemy Aot File 9 

no date-near- ~,'4/121
Be it enaoted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 

ot Amerioa in Congress assembled. That section 32, of the Trading with the Enemy 
'Aot of Ootober S'. 1911 (40 Stat. 411) .. as amended. is hereby further amended by 
adding at the end thereof the following subseotions 

"(h) The President maydasignate one or more organizations as suooessors in 
interest to deoeased persons ~o .. if alive .. would be eligible to reoeive returns 
under the provisos of subdivisions (0) or (D) of subseotion (a) (2) hereof. An 
organization so designated shall be deemed a successor in interest by operation ot 
law for the purposes of subsection (a) (1) hereof. Return may be 'made to an 
organization so designated (a) prior to July 31. 1949. or two years tram the vesting 
of the property or interest in question. Whichever is later. if the President or 
suoh offioer or agenoy as he may designate determines from all relevant facts of 
whioh he is then advised that it is probable that the former owner is dead and is 
survived by no person eligible under Seotion 32 to claim as successor in interest 
by inheritance .. devise .. or bequest; and (b) after such later date .. if no claim 
for the return of the property or interest is pending. 

tlNo return may be made to an organization so designated unless it files a 
claim on or before January 1. 1952. and unless it gives assurances satisfactory 
to the President that (1) it will use the property or interest returned to it 
for the rehabilitation and resettlement of persons ~o suffered substantial 
deprivation ot liberty of failed to enjoy the full rights of citizenship within 
the meaning subdivisions (0) and' (D) of SUbsection (a) (2) hereof, by reason of 
their membership in the political .. racial .. or religious group of which the former 
owner was a member (ii) it will transfer .. at any time within two years from the 
time that return is made .. such property or interest or the equivalent value thereof 
to any person designated as entitled thereto pursuant to this Act by the President 
or such officer or agenoy.. and (iii) it will make such reports and permit suoh 
exwnination of its books as the President or such officer or agency may from time 
to time r~quire. 

"The filing of a claim by an organization so designated Shall not bar the 
payment of debt claims under section 34 of this Act9 t1 

345317 




YI\~03 4 7 .17 
Ani~ ~wsh Cmte'e 
(GEN "';"10) 
Box 296 

Discussion with Eli Rook of the JDC on Federal Legis1iti6tt 9 

To Entrust Heirless Jewish Property in the U.S. to a Jewish 

Successor Organization 

(April 5, 1948) 

Simon Segal and myself discussed with Mr. Rock the JDC'::: and the Jewish 
Agency's suggestion that the ArrC undertake the task of smoothing the way of 
adoption of legislation on Jewish heirless property by Congress. Originally 
both organizations Euggested that the AJC should be the only organization 
working in this field.

\ 

Mr. Rock indicated. however, that lately the World 
Jewish Congress insisted upon participatin~£his undertaking in Washington. 

With regard to the proposed legislation. the situation is as follows: 

The Department of State (Assistant Secretary Thorp); the Department of Justice 
(Assistant Attorney General Baze1on) and the Alien Property Custodian are agreed 
to have Section 32 of the Trading with the Ene~ Aot amended in a manner Which 
would permit a successor organization to talee over heirless Jewish property 
vested in the Alien Property Custodiano Section 32 provides that members of Nazi 
persecuted groups and their successors in interest may claim and receive such 
vested assetso The proposed amendment would simply provide the designation of 
a Jewish organization as successor in interest by 0 eration of law to persecutees 
who have died without eaving heirs. thereby enabling such organization to re
claim vested heirless assets of Jewish victims of persecution, and to use them 
for Jewish rehabilitation. 

However, the amendment would provide not only for release to such a successor 
of property vested in the Alien Property Custodian but indirectly also of a 
considerable part of the much larger heirless foreign assets which are not vested 
but only blocked (frozen) with banks in this countryo This indirect effect of 
the amendment is expected to be achieved by operation of Secretary Snyder's 
measure of vesting title to all frozen assets of nationals of the 16 ERP partici 
pating countries in the Alien Property Custodian for release by him for general 
ERP purposes in the r~spective countries. Through this prooess of vesting,Jewish 
heirless property of nationals of the ERP countries would automatically come under 
the operation of the proposed amended Section 32 of the Trading with the Enemy 
Act, and could be released to the Jewish successor organizationo 

If this objective is achieved, only that part of the merely frozen assets 
would require additional releasing legislation (by State legislatures) which belongs 
to nationals of countries behind the "il1'On curtain." 

With the administration supporting the amendment, the task is to have the 
legislation enacted by Congress. 

Mr. Rock suggested that the .MC retain an influential lawyer of considerable 
stature. and trained in legislative preparatory procedure in Washington, to nego
tiate the processing of the proposed amendment through all levels of the Congressional 
work involved. He pointed out the urgency of the matter (with regard to the fact 
that Congress will stay in session for only two months), and the need of several 
week's work on this proposal. 
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It was indioated to Mr. Rook that it the Jewish organilations unanimously 
~e8ired the AJC to undertake this responsibility single-handed, we might 
~onalder the assignment to the taak ot auoh an influential legal spokesman. 
Zhould the idea ot partioipation by other organizations, or ot a joint 
=ndertaldng pre'Vall, we would be prepared to invite Mr. Maroua Cohn. our 
~shington representative, to oooperate with representatives of other 
crganilations in the achievement of the objective. 

Eugene Hevesi 
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From! Ell Rock 

!~ Ha.rold F. Linder 
Aprll 1, 1948 

<. ,,. 

Subj9Ct: LeGislation regardlngHeirlesB Asset9 in the 13mted states 

As you know, the Final Act of the. Paris reparations con.ferences included 
.several clauses dealing with the question of heirless assets. Among these 
na the following provis1~n: 

"Governments or neutral coUntries shall be requeated to :r,uke available 
for tr.ci.s purpose in addition to the sum of 25 rnlllion dollars, assets 
in such countriea of victims of ·Nazi acti.onv:ho have since died and 
left no heirs." 

As you also know, in the Pive Pawer Agreement of June 1946 it waG provided. 
that t.'1e French Government, together with the othal- four participating govern
ments, would make appropriate representation to the neutral. powers in the 
direction of persuading them to make available all of the heirless assets of 
the Nazi victims. Alt..'1our;h these agreements did not provide for the turni1'li 
over of heirless assots located withiri: the boundaries of tho Allied countries, 
! underst.:md it was generally understood that such steps would also be taken 
and, as a matter of fact, the Srdss authorities have relied upon ArneriClln 
inactivity in this direct.i.on as a basis for not carr-J1ng out their own obllga
tions on the heirless assets. 

Because of the abow considerations and bec,u:.se of the gP.Jleral desirabUi~ 
of reclairding the heirless assets for !Tewish :purposes, it is now suggested 
that an appropriate legialati.onbe enacted 1It.i.ch will enable the Jewish oreanl
zations to receive the heirless Juwish assets wl~ich are on hand in the United 
states. 

This question hae: been the subject of considerable recent d1scu~sion with 
representatives of .the state Depurtment and of the OrIice of the Polien Property 
Custodian, and both of tht; latter or.ganizations continue to manifest strong 
approval of the proposed objective. To achieve the end 8o~ght, it is sug
geswd that .sm amendment be enacted to the present Section 32 of the Trading 
wi th the Enenw Act. The latter Hcctlon, as you know, contains provision that 
the members of persecuted groupe or their heirs, successors in interest, etc., 
may claim and. receive back assets which have up to now been veswu by 'the 
APe. The proposed &Iil8ndment will simply provlde that a J8!ld.sh organization 
or organ1z.atioDl!. be designated as the successor b~(theration of law to tba 
persecute8s eli8ible under Section )2 iiho have ~ eiriees" thus enabllng . 
the successor to reclaim the property in quaBtion. This suggested technique 

:' ", 
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which also has the approval. of the State Lepartment a.nd the APC, W-:...ll have 
the additional advantage of providin& an automatic procedure for "catting 
at" the much larger reservoir of fJ:O.~eJ)" asset~ (as distinguished from 
ne~_JPs~1I assetS) whfCTCwnr;-]~rCtfie-iiear .F~.~i.l~.I. ?e...y~~~~ .~_.~._ 
A~fii accordance .~.~_the_"'p~_~~.9..I':l~ .ortJ1~-::--Bo-caITed...."Snydor I)lan".----.--...... -~•.-.--- '- - - --.._,.- ~. - - .' - -.............. '. 


Considerc:.ble Preliminary discuBsions having been carried on in Washington 
and the language of a draft all'!tmdmen!- h.a.vin~~ been TJorkod out with the APC, 
there now rema1na the prrncrp-~ta8K of submitting the proposed lecislation 
~ COI1f;reS8 and pressine for its tmactrnent. ! believe :."0\1 are: in aC;re8I;lCnt 
wi th Mr. Leavi"tt and myself 'that this last is clearly not a task for ~'le 
JnC and that the organizatiOfl which should hancne the matter, a~; involving 
SOmEltiling of general. political interest to the Jewish comwlit:r, is the 
American Jewish Canmittee. Should the latter orca~ization agree to designate 
someone for this job, I wiall; to emphasize ·the importance of having a person 
or considerable stature, partioularly one who at tho !lame time \,Till be 
thoroughly qualified. to handle the vcirioUG technical questions invc.lved. In 
the opinion or some of the peopll$t familiar with the Wa~hinGton legislative 
process, the individual. iJo:JsiO'la~ for this task wI...ll ha.ve to count on opend
inr, a miniIi1\.ll!l of 3-4 weeks in ·Washington. 

lm:AU 
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. In rep17 to 10ur letter ot Deoember 24. 1947, to ~r. Karasik• 
. please be advlsed that dl10U.81oD8 ot tb1s Department w1tu the Orrice 
of Allen ?ronert..zS_~~~~~aIl OD tbe problem ot ~!rl§tJl...ry.eft1.4u\~..P~.-P.~.rt,. 
ln the United states have reached a point mere 1t aeems des1rable 
to consult turther with representatives of Interested Qrganizatl.os. 

. In p:lrtloular, the Office ot Allen PropertJ' Custodian would 11ka 
to discuss the technical aspeots of the prooes. of determin1ng wrdoh 
vested a8se~8 are hftlrlesG. 1ft additloll. It would a1ao be of asslstance 
it specltic sugg••tlons conceralng the most desirable language to be 
used 1n the drafting ot posslble legislative amendments were submitted. 

It 1s 6.ssumed th."!t '11'1 tn respeot to thes9 quc::;atlons, aa .ell as 
other aspeots at the problem. JOu have had the benefit ot the vle"8 of 
the other orglllliv.at1cna whioh have been 1n 131088 touch with this matter. 

AccordlnglY', 1t would be apprecl11.ted It, at lour ~onvenlen.oe, lOU 
coul,1 COll8 to ~iash.lngton .1th the appropriate representative or represen
tatives ot the ot.her orgaulzatloll8 concerned to .e.t w1tb otflclals of 
this Depa.rtment and ot the Oft1ce ot men Property Custodlan. It 
would be helpfUl it IOu would 1ntorm th1R ottloe, a dar or so previousll 
01 the DIOst convenient tlwe tor such a me.tlns_ 

S1nce'rely loura, 

Covel T. Oliver 
Assoc1ate Ci4.r 

D1vlslon ot Ocoupied-ii-rens 
!:ConoIdo Atfairs 

jjr. ~ieJleUllah Hob1nmcn 
"~'orld .J~W18h Congress 
16.34 (1roadway
th:1I' lO.rk ~~:3t New York 
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Ma.ir 12, 1950 


Subject: 	 SUrvey of Office of Alien Property Custoiian Vestins Orders to Obtain 

Estim.'l.tes of Heirless Jewish Accounts. 


Back.r;round 

A SUbcommittee of the HOuse Committee on Interstate a!ld Foreigl.l Com

merce has before it a proposed amendment to Section 32 of the Trading wit~ the 

Enemy Act. This amendnent provides that the proceeds of heirless accounts cur

rently ve sted in the Office of Alien Property CustOdian ;l.nd formerly mmcd by' 

individuals persecuted under the Nazis be used for rel ief and reha-biU tat ion 

of victims of Nazi p3 rsecution, and for other chnri table purpose s related there

to. The amendment ,uso provides tha.t 'successor organizlltiol'ls be 8sk.blished 

to administet these proceeds. This memorandum presents "'.n ~',n~lysis and €lsti 

mate of the Je\'li 6h portion of the heirle ss property held b,j' t:le Office of Alien 

Property Custodian. 

Sevnr::l.l months JJ.go, a group of f::l.irly recent G"'r:n~n-Je1tlish emigres \'las 

designated to eXt"l.!!Iine approxi mate1;:,: Ih.400 vesting order!;; issued by the Office 

of Alien Property Custodian. The objective of this ex~i~ltion was to segre

g::l.te trJ.Ose vesting ~arders which, on the b'lsis of th) group's familiarity with 

Jews '1.nd Je1l1ish life in pre-war G€rm'lny, cover heirless Je\'!ish property. The 

members of the examining group were c~refully selected; they represent a croes

section of Jewish persons with extensive ex.:p:lrience ~.nd knowledge of Je\'lish af

f'1.irs in Hitler's Germ::l.ny. The 14,400 vesting orders eX'1.ffiined were not a sa~ple; 

they comprised. all of the V"sting orders i qsued by the Office of Alien Property 

Custodian. Theqe orders covered Je,.,ish "Le 1,orell ').s non-Je':rlsh pr~perty. ::l.nd also 

' r.:: ') ()331L ;J v I ... 
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property for which individual claims by living mmers or he1 rs h:we been sub-

mi tted. ::\.s 1I1e11 ~.s property whieh m'lY today be presured heirless. 

Results of Su~'ey 

The examining group indicq,ted th".t !lpproxim!lte ly 1,200 of the 14.400 

vesting orders covered pro:perty '''hich. in its opinir:.n t w::\.s clearly J":H'lish in 

nwnership. In ad(li tion t 1 t believed t11::\.t a.n I\ddi tion!3.l 1,500 vesting orders 

prohqbly 'llso covered. Jel,.,ish prnp3rty but '·f~.S nnt specific'llly being desig!1':lted 

a.s such, pending det::l.iled investigqtinn. 

Detailed and cd tic'll eY.)"\mina. tinn of the It 200 o!'ders \'Ihieh 1jere clea.rly 

Jf~lIIi sh in oriGin revef).led the following: 

(a) 	 97 orders represented cases where nrders to retur:1 t};r, :.nrn:9crties in

volved t,., the n''lllers :)r their legitimqtoly e"'t·'.hli",h~rt heirs ha.d alre.qdy 

(b) 	 150 orders cnvered prr>perties listed ~.n t.he !'~".'1Cs of truste0S r.md agents 

rl\ther th").n orL:>;inal O'W1:.ers r)r legi tirJ'\tc:ly est~,b15,slled heirs (lI!here the 

n"1llle of the true :)\·mer or beneficia.ry VT!'lS availa.ble, th0 account ''las in-

eluded in 0neof the c").tegnries below); 

(c) 	 j75 orders covered p::I.tent rights I\nd royalties; 

(d) 	 198 orders c:")ver~d. C").S8S 1I1hich do not fa.ll i!lto a.n;l of the above S},'lecial 

C~ttegnries and ~:vhich c"ntain a.ssets of va.lue: nr)t includ.ed in this c'lte

gnry ~re tlmse cases where tne ::\.CC0unt is part of an estate; 

(e) 	 412 orders cnv!?red properties ,lIThich are p:trts of e~tf'tes. 

The vesting !'1rd'3rs f~,lling \'Ii thin cqteg0~T ("',) df) not Cl)mprise prnperty 

which is heirless; they "fere. theref')re • .I;,utomqti cp.lly excluded from further 

http:includ.ed
http:beneficia.ry
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ct1 n'llder!J.tion. The 150 crJ.tegnry (b) nrders ('1.:c:>;ent ~nd tru-:;tee c'1ses) ,'lere also 

excluded since "'nly the stqtus or character !"If the true ''',mer '"Ir beneficiary 

ct1uld be regqrded ::cs determining fr')r the purp~ses nf the survey. The 375 C::".te

gnry (c) orders, (pqtent c'tses) require furth';r study bGfr')re their vn.Lw Cfl.ll 

be d.etermined; 110 specific, individu!1.1 brs!]..1{d"'lwn l1.nd study nf the !lccounts 

cl"luld be m::>.de "t this time. 

All 0f the vesting orders in categ'1ry Cd). the n'1n-classified i;roUp, 

VIere ex.:'lmined in det~il. It· uas fnund thr.'.t 73 jnvnlved prnrerti0Q for ':Thich 

individulll title cb.ims by heirs w.ve been fi1ed~ It h ~'.<Jsur:18d here L,),t ::,,11 

nf these individu~l clqims will pr:we tn be vqlid !;1.nd th:"'.t th,~ prnpertit;)1:; in

vnlved n,re n~tt tharefnre, heirless. The re!"';:>.i:-dng 125 ol'ders were fnund to 

order. Hn1tJ0Ver, thc Office of Alien ?rnp,.'rty Cust-'di"-'.n h~'3 inQic"t'.:ld thc:.t sore 

!'lddi ti">nal indivi r..u,·,J. cl'1ims fnr prnperties must b'~ t~.kejl intn accnu.."lt in !lny 

ti tIe cl'lims ~~,lN!\~C ex::cmined !;1.ctU'1.lly repNsent :')nJy "'!.1)(lut 60 percent of the 

tl')t'll volume of such cl".ims. Acc!"Irdingly, it is f'l'3Su!'1ed th~.t '1n addition':'.l 

50 title c:.l-1.ins l:rill be fl')unci to be vl1.1id, '1.nd th".t t:leir v'tlue s~lI)Uld. be ·ie

ducted fr/'\1Yl the $-336,380 t"tt'\,l. At ",n ,:),ver'1.ge nf $2.700 pe r n reler. the tn tal 

v!"l.lue 0f this deductible portion is $135,000. le..-,ving ." net v:'\lue r;f cQtcgory 

(d) nrders of $201. )80. 

T!le 412 c...,..teg"'ry (e) nrders (p'1rts of est.qtes) c'1nsigt r)f c.'lses'lThien 

'1re extrelYlely·cnnplic~ted in ch'lr~cter. To ~'lve e~'1.nined e~ch c~se in detail 

would have required far mnre timl3 th.":1n 'VIas swailable. In nrder. therefore, to 

'lrrive ~t :'\ rcas"'~'lble apprnxin~tinn of t~eir value. a 10 percent sample, 42 
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C0.ses, '·m.S subjected tf) i!ltensive ::t.oo1ysis. This :;..nl:\lysis reve1i1cd th<>.t 12 of 

the 42 c('.aes involved prnperties f0r which ti tle claims h~ld been filed. The 

rem'l.ining .30 cases were fnund to h'l.ve ~n !).verqge value of appr:'lxirllltely $.3,000, 

llli th 1:\ high of $14,000 !).nd a low (")f $100.00. AssUJl'ling nn the bA.sis of the in

fnrm'1tinn fr"lr:1 the OAP th::l.t the qf"lrementirmed 12 title C::l.ses "l.re aot :J. com

p1ete list I:tnd th.... t 1\n"lther 40% or 8 C"lses in this cl:I.te~ry '1.re tn be n.nticip.'l.ted. 

it wl')u1d n.pPG!'.r th!3.t 1:\ tnt1ll nf 20 or ~pproximqte1y nne hn.1f of the sr.mp1e are 

title cr.tses •. Taking the total number nf 412 ve<;ting orders in est.... te C1\ses, and 

"l.ssu;ning thn.t 50% of the C'l.ses will h"l.ve title c1airls I"Ln:l cl")u1,i not th\~refore 

be rc:garded -'1S hej.r1ess, "I. b.q11lnce nf 206 C'1Ses is left "'rhich rlny be c0!1sidered 

heirless rr()~rty. At an !).ver!'\ge vI:I.1ue of $3.000 per ordGr, the t'''lta1 v!'\lue of 

the heirless property in t~:.is C1\teg"ry is $618,000. 

value of spe cific').] 1;,' identifiab1e::.eir1ess JF:1!rish pr"l:r:;erty is $819 • .380, con

sisting of th", filb".Ting: $618,000 for orders cl')v0ri!4~ prnl)erties "ldch ::t.re 

pirts of \:ist!).tes, !),nd $201,J80 for orders cov,,;ring properties which fl.r0 not 

rel:\dily c1n.ssifiable llS to type of 'lSSc't s. 

2. It is believed thq,t 1'1. substantial portion of the 1.500 orders which "lere not 

specifiC-':l.lly identified "tS Jellrish in nrigin by the eXfl.mining {~rnup pending de-

t~iled investigqti0n 1Iril1, in fl:l.ct. prnve to be JOfish. Assurling trAt rmly 

300 of th'3Se vIi U ul tinqtely be left ~s "eligible It und.er the ~fnrementioned 

criteria, Ilnd !lssig:ring 1:1. vr.'l.lue of nnly $2.700 tl") e"l.ch I"lrder, f:'.n "lddition."J.1 

amount of $310,000 is yielded. The S2,700 !'\ver~go v~luo, it shnuld be noted~ 
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is the lr)1vt'lr nf the two ",ver'l.ges fnund in d.etl'tiled examin'1tinn nf tho:.: estllte and 

nnn-clqss:i.fied gr:1Ups•. 

3. Al though the 375 p"ttent C:::1.se orders \-lere not exl'tnincd in ddl'til, ("In the basi s 

nf :p~st experience it is believed tn be entirely rel'Ls rm:::1.ble th~t they '-!ill be 

found tf) h:'1.ve :::1. dninum v"l.lue of 0300.000. This would be b~.sed on ~n estimnte 

thl1.t nnly 4~ or ISO C:<1.ses "I.re free ()f title claims and theref0re eligible to 

be c~nsidered I'tnd wnuld be equiv11.1ent to qn qverage v~lue of $2,000 per oraer, 

c~nsiderllbly be].[')1'; the "I.vern.ges of $3.000 fljr orders C0vering prnrertie s ..../hi ch 

are p<J.rts of est'l.tes, ~nd $2,700 for nriers c ....vEring prnl(>,rties 1I11-;ich 111'e n"l'l.

cl'1ssifi'lble I'tS tn :::1.ssets. 

4. On this basis, the tf")tlll vr-tlue of heirl;.;ss Jet·Jish pr"perty held unier vesting 

f)rders of the Office of Alien Property Custodian is Gl,929,380. 

'V"",lue I")f Heirless J01l1ish Property h(;'l:l Uncler 
'Vesting Orders nf Office of Alien Property Custodi:::1.n 

Orders cnvering prf):perties for which indivi,iu0.l claims nn.va 
been submitted 

Orders cnvering prnFerties listed in n:'1.mes ()f ~ents :::1.nd 
trustees 

Orders covering p'ltent rights l1.nd r!)yl'tlties $ 300,000 

Orders crwering :r;ropert:les whi en llre pl'l.rts of }r:l.r,ger 
G!;tates 618,000 

Orders covering properties nnt immediqtely clqssifi~ble ~s to 
type of assets 201,380 

Orders covering pr~perties nnt i~edi~tely classifiable llS 

of Jew! ah origin 810,000 

i;h929.180 
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;inn. Mb~rt p. ?'~tt~nf.'D 
1 \"~ all istree' 
Rell>f York. lIcwfoTk 

I aJ;1 pll£:;a ~8d. to !!lend )"6\J. ~ ttt;:ehed toh!!; l'idtul ts of the tn"U~1 
',~L1ch t;re m\n IJ!\d.e in eOruJ.@ct1Qn ",1 t.h th~ ;)r,}' ve!OtiflR ord.er rae,;.. 
ftnis he" in New Y(;}rk. I tnUlt th~t t!:.i ~ l11&tericl will be tll':lp:f'i.IJ.• 

\-i8 8hall b. ~re t..h.P-,n 'gl,u1 (If c~u.rGa to ["n~~rn...v qwHti.clnt; 
,,:h1,(!h Ym! ~ ~. 

Eli no« 

{}cn.... r~l Counsel 
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SUBJEOTI 	 Survey of OAf Veatl»g Ordera to Obtain Egt1l'nate of Helrle9s Jewish 

Accounts 


In connection with the pend1,ng amendment to Secti.on 32 of the 1.rading w1 th 
EnalJlV Act designs! to turn OTer heirls•• Je1dish vested accounts for cn."1.ritable pur
poeee, various estimatei haft been made regardiDg the total value of such he1rle~u 
accounta. Most oftell, the value hal been eatlmated as between $500.000 a.nd 
$2.000,000. Although Db faetu81 or daU.tical evidence was B.va11a.ble at the time 
the latter estimatea were made, it va. the u.sual opinion that onl7 the smaller ac
cou.nts Would remain heirle•• and l1!lClataed. Geuerally, and thIs fact ie J010wn to 
all lewish charitable an4 refugee organlme.tions working in the field, the wealthier 
Members of the German Jewish crommnDi t7 succeeded in escaping from German;.y in a far 
bigher ratio than the poorer memhera. Even If the owner of the aeoount in this coun
tl"1 Val not himself able \0 esoape, 0118 or more heirs of the weal tlW fa-raily were aJ.
most alWI!I3'S able to make their way out. In the O,'1.sa of' the typical small Jewish 
shoPkeeper in Ge~, however. who 881 have set up ~ amall aCcOul1t in the lJ • .5., 
(/)Icape was often '00 difficult and expensive, l'li th the result tA,,"lt he and. his en
tire fam1l¥ were wiped out in much hlghe., ratio than among the more affluent groups. 
Baaed on this histo17 of the jewiah experience in Germ..'lDy, 1 t has been suggested 
that there would not 'be ma!\V large accounts which eould ql..'lR!.lif)" as heirless and 
unclaimed. 

In a.n effon to ob t.a1n a 'basi e tor esti1Il':lte w!lieh would be );lore' grounded in 
actual. stAtiStlOal fact. 1 tva. deoide' several WEt/sku ~<70 to have a groul~ of fair17 
recent Germa.n-.rew1sh emigres 1n tlde eountl'1 surv~ the some 14,400 vestiDE!; orders 
vh1chhave thug far bean issued b7 the OAF. Specifically, the membflrs of the sur
vrq ted were 1notructed to 8%el1ine the MlDes of the former owner'S of &11 of the 
vested accounts with a vb. to plcld.1Ig out thole names which apr-eared. to be Jev1sh. 
:91 ca1auls.t.i~ the values of these"lew1ahll accounts, it WQuld then .be :possible to 
form. an estimat.e of the total JeWish aCeDllnta. 

The 1Dd1v1dua1 Ilelibe" of the SUl"f'e.y team were oarefull7 selected on the 
ba811 Df thelractlrtt7 and 'familiarity with Jewish 11fe in prEi....va.r Germa.~. Reo
ognldDB the diff1cu.lt'lee of ascerta.1.n1zzg religious or cultural identifica.tion from name 
alOll8,tt was felt that intelligent IJcruUn1 zing efforts on the part of mch n team 
wculd DSverthele9s prOduce a more valuable groundwork for 9stia..:).te than h~e hi therto 
e:d..ted. 

Of the total number Df the 14.ltOO Testing orders BUl"leyed, it wa.g found. that. 
apPJ'Onmately 1,200 vestiJlg order. appeaHd. to bear rmmes which were clearly Jeuh. 
AI tbnugh i t ~ be thai .. few namea were included which were not 1.~ fa.ct Jewish, 
there aeema to be evel'T reaSOn for aa~l_ that thia 11st of 1.200 1s 898ent1&117 
correct.. 
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The 	1200 name~ were further broken d::)\ifD. a,s follows: 

a} 	 N~..meli! which were d1s~ded because the vesting order revealed 
the na.me to be that of a. truetee or agent rnther than the 
owns.-. (Where the name ot the owner appeal"1!d in the boq of 
the vtntiag oJ'del"" a new aa.r4 was prepared for th:g,t name a.nd. 
includedln the ca.tegories below) • • • . • • • •• • • • • • • 150 

b) 	 Patent caua - ThelSe Damee have also been discarded for the 
reasons (1) that the OAP experience \Ill, th patent aocounts gan
era.l17. accordi_ to our information. h::J.tl shown the accounts 
to be of relaUve17 little value. and (2) that the patents 
Would ill m.a.Dtcaaee he....e belonged to weal thler groups of the 
populatioll who, tor the reaflone stated above. woUld be l1ke4" 
to have Claimed them &lrea~ • • • • . • • • .. • • • • • • • • 315 

c) 	 Ca!!es where return orders have alre:J.d,y been issued. • • . . . 91 

d) 	 Oases 1Ith1 ch do mt fall ia the abo .... categories and vh1ah a:ppet'..r 
to ,conta.in assets of value, vi til. the exception of those where the 
&cQOunt i8 part of an es~te • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 198 

e) 	 Cases where the ...eating ol"der indicates th:.'1t the account is 
part of an 8.tate •• • • .. • • • • • • • • • . • • • .. ... . .. 

1.232 

Qnal'tativ.e Drealt-PntD of '.Ageet, 

Dased. on thea-boye. categories a.). b) and. c) have not been dealt with 

further and instead attention hae be. concentrated on categories d) and e) • 

for which a. qualitative examination and breakdown has been made. In the ca.se 

of ea,tego17 d,)l twas dheove:red that of the 198 vesting orders 7) represented 

caseu in ¥h1ch tltle c1&1.13 have been f~led. thus giving basis for assumiag 


. that the .owners or their heirs are alive and that the aocounts are not heil"'
les8. \fl t.h reference to the remaining 125. it wae found that the total va.lue 
caDle to'. • • . • .. •. • f • • • • .' .~, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $))6. )(30.00 
In round fj,eures. this ShoVI an averaBe value of $2,100 for each vesting 
order In the category_ 

'.t'haabove figure of' $3.36.)80.00 mutt' be further qualified by the 
fact that all title elal.9 have not yet been Rent from the Washington of
flee of the OAP to the Bew Tort regiollSl office (where the instant 1IUl"V'e7 
Wa.8 condueted). Since the informatioa ta.m1sbed 18 that appronllatel1' )IS 
of all claiu have beea sent to the )Jev York office from Wa.8hiDgton. 1t 
haa been a.ssumed that the above rmmber of 73 represents only a 3/5 fi£l'1r& 
and that SO mre title claiml, or the remaining 2/5' at mtq' therefore be an-: 
t1cipated as deductible from the above fi~ of 125 vesting orders. Cal
culat1D€ these a.t a $2.100 a;verage1t.t 111 necea8a17 to deduot another 
$115.000 from the $))6,380. thusleav1ag a to\al for this category of •• $201,)80.00 
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BeCtluse of the faotor ottt1me, and because of their more complicated 
character, it wa.s not po!!dble to malte the same o.Wl.litaUve examln.1.tion of 
the various aecountQ 1n categor,y (e) .• that ls. the estates. Inatead. a, 
sample of 42 estate. vesting orders Was selected. of which 12 were found to 
conta.1n title 01a1.,:'On fl1e. Of the remainder, t:M av(~rage value of each 
vesting order was found to be appro:dllately $:;,000. 

~ l?-
Taking the total nu:JlJ'ber of ..,7i'(rvestlng orders for esta.tes. it i!!l fair 

to aewme that aPP1'Onmaieq ~ of the cases willl~ve title claims. (The 
pereento.ge of eal168 under categt)17 d) 8Q2P in which title clalms were filed 
wa. 62lr~.) When the rema.ining IW'J. or j,Qf vesting orders. i8 mul t1plled b;r "11 fJ~"!J D • 
the average value of .$).000, a ioial 1. obta.ined of •••••••••••• $11'14,e98 

. fc9(P, 1 ~O 
The combined total of the ca.tegories d) a.nd e) is thus found. to be <"~4:5.386 

In add1 tion to the aboft ve1ues. 1.t is necefHV?%7 to recognize th_!:1t 
there maT be as maIf" al anotber 200-)00 -eligible" names contaiXlfld in the 
vestiDg orders which are not "Jewtah aoundi.ng" but which w(')ul.d neverthe
lese eventuQ.l~ be fouud, UPOll investigation, to be heirless and Jendsh. 
TaldlJg 200 as the t1gu.re tor this PI1rpoee and mul t1plying it b1' an a.vera{~ 
value of $3,000 :per a.ccount. an add1t1onal amount of $600.000 ie obtained. 
it 1s recognized further tht:t.t there mq be some pa.tont ordera which are 
found to Q.ual1f7 and. that the es.tate valueD, as e~'lt1m:;1ted above. mq be 
sDmevhat conservative. For all of these rea,snn$1 it b sugl~'9ted that the 
actual total :figure mat approximate 8 valUe of $1 • .500,000. 

GONC!;magJI~ 'he value of those accounts. in the ha.nd.1I of the O,A.r' 
which will be found tabe Jewish and heirless, ~ eetl~.ted to be ••• $ 1.SQO,QOQ.OQ---_...---_...-----
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PHONE:'REpUBLIC 0504RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ (GEN-I0) 
CABLE ADDRESS: RUBINLEXATTORNEYS AT LAW Box 296 

rile 10 i· " 

1822 JEF"FERSON PLACE.N.W.SEYMOU,R J. RUBIN 

WASHINGT.ON 6,D.C.
ABBA P. SCHWARTZ 

March 1, 1950 

Dr. Eugene Hevesi 

The American Jewish Committee 

386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, New York 


. Dear Eugene: Re: Heirless Property - UnitedStates 

I enclose a copy of an extremely interesting vesting order. 
You will note ,that.' this order vests the property and interests of the 
"Jewish Congregation of Baia Mare" of Roumania. 

It seems to me that this orQer, which was sent to me by 
l~lcolm 1~son, might very effectively ,be used in, any future discussions 
with the Congress. It seems obvious that property meant to be left to 
what is probably a now extenct Jewish community might better and more 
appropriately be used by successor organizations for relief purposes than 
used for the war claims of the United States. 

I have.no other copies of this vesting order. I think you 
may wish to have copies made for Eli Rock. 

Sincerely yours, 

cc: Mr. Yfolfsohn 
Mr. Isenbergh 
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OFFICE OF ALIEN 'PROPERTY CL"STODIIlN 
Washington 

VESTING ORDER l;'JM:BER 645 

In re: 	Estate ot Josef Frenkel, D~oaased 
(F11e No. D--34-53; E. T. Seo. 802) 

Under the authority of 
! 
the Trading with the enemr Aot, as amended, 

Executive Order 9095 as ~nded, 3nd pur3uant to law, the Alien ~roperty 

Custodian after inveatigatio~, 

Finding that .. 

(1) 	 The property and int~rasts hereinafter dascribed 
are ~ropurty .which i6 in the proaes$ of adminis
tration by the treas~~r ot tha City ot New York 
as depoaitary acting under the ·judioial supervi
&ion ot the Surrogate:' 8 Court of the State of New 
York, in and for Kings county; 

(2) 	 Such ~roperty and interests are, payable or deli?
erable to, or cla1fl):'ld by, n'3!.tionalsof desiemated 
enent'f countrhs, R'UlDania and Run~ary n!llll9 ly,I 

Nationals: 	 Last Kno~n Addrsss: 

Jewiah Congregation of :Bab, Mare R'UlDania 
:B~rtba Frenkel tassone Rungary 
Sandor Frenkel B'unP.'ary 
L~os Frenkel Eu,~Ani;l 

Mikolcs Frenkel Hungary 
Esther Frenkel Hungary 
S!U'i Franksl :tungary 
Piroska Frankel B'1.lr.~uy 
Edi Fre%lksl Rumania 
Layos Frenkel B'ungary 

And determining that

(3) 	, It such nationals are persons not within any designat3d
dnemw oountry, the national intereat of tbe United States 
requires that such persons be treated as nationals of 
designatad 'enell\'{ countries, Rumania and Eungary, and 

Having made all determinations and tak.(m all action, after appro
priate oonsuJ.btion and oartifioation, rs'iuirad by said Exeoutive 
Order or Aot or otherwise, and deeming it necessary in the national 

" inter<lst, 

NOW 	 THEREFORE, the Alien Property Custodian hereby vests the 

following property and inter3sts: , 

All right, title, interest, and claim of any kind or, 
oharacter whatsoever of Jewish Congregation of :Ba1a Mare, 
:Bertha Franke 1 DesBone, Sandor Frenke 1, Layc.8 Frenke1, 
thllU!l1liB, M1kolos Frenkel, Estber Frankel, Sari Frenkel, 
Piroska Frenkel, Edi Frenkel and LayoB Frenkel, B'tmga..7 
in and to the Estate of JOBef Frenkel, deoeased, ' 

to be 'held, used, admini8t3r~d, liqu1d~tad, sOld'or otberwise dealt with in 

the interest of and for the bensfit of the United States. 

'345333 




~'I 
YIVO 347.17 
AJC (GEN-10) 
Box 296 
File 10 

VESTING ORDiR NO. 645 
Estate of JOBef Frenkel, Deceased 

Such. property and interest and any, or ell of the proceeds thereof shall 

be held 1n e, speoial account pend1ng further determination of ,the Ali,en 
" 

Property Custodian. Th1s shall not be deemed to limit the powers of the 

Alien Property CUstodian to return suCh property end interests or the 

proceeds thereof, or to 1ndicate that compensat1on w1l1'not be pa1d in 11eu 

thereof. 1f and when it should be determined, that such return sho'llild 'be mrule 

or such compense.tion should be paid. 

Any person, except e, .national of a dedgnated enelllY count17, asserting 

~ claim aris1ng 88 a result of th1s order mR7 f11e w1th the, Al1en Property 

Custo d1an e. notice of his claim, together with a request for a hear1ng thereon. 

on ,Form .A P C ..1. w1thin one year from the date hereof t or w1th1n such further 

time as may be ellowed ~ the Al1en Property Custodian. 

The terms Irnational" and "designs,ted: enemy country" as used here1n shall 

have the meanings prescribed 1n Section 10 of s&1d, ibtecutive Orde.r~ 

DATED: JSIJ:U.er';r 9, 1943 

(Offioial Seal)' (Si~d) Leo ~. Cr~ow~l~e:..LY__ 

Leo T. Crowley 


Alien Property Custodien 


..q.- , 

F.R.Doc. 43-880; Filod, Jnnunry 18, 11)43: 11:28 a.m.J 
[8 Fad. Reg. 894 (Jnnus.ry 19, 1943'j] 
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As I have previously indicated, I had arranged tr~ugh Judge 
Fisher of Chicago for an interview with Mr. Daniel Cleary, Chairman of the War 
Claims Commission, on the question of the Commission's opposition to S.603. I 
spoke with Judge Fisher on the telephone on February 15 and was told that he 
had had a talk "With Mr. Cleary, that there were some technical objections that 
the War Claims Commission had, but that he hoped and expected that Mr. Cleary 
'WOuld be hospitable. I therefore called Mr. Cleary, found that my call was 
expected and made an appointment for 11:00 A.M. on February 16, 1950. 

Present at the meeting were J/J1'. Daniel Cleary, Chairman of the 
War Claims Commission; Mrs. Georgia Lusk, member of the Commission (the other 
position on the Commission is presently vacant); l~. Roberts, General Counsel; 
and a Mrs. Howarth (sp. ?). 

Mr. Cleary started off by getting a copy of the liar Claims Com
mission Report to the Congress on S.603. He pointed out that the chief objec
tion that the Commission had was in connection with the opening up of claims 
until January 1, 1952. He said that the wec was faced with a statutOI"'lJ duty 
to the veterans who were beneficiaries under the legislation, they were unable 
to get any funds from the Office of Alien Property, and that the Office of 
Alien Property had given 5.603, inter alia, as a chief reason for their un
willingness to turn any funds over to the weC. He said that he was sympathetic 
to the purposes of the proposed legislation but that under the circumstances 
the Commission could not do other than oppose it. 

I said that I had personally participated in the drafting of 
the War Claims Commission Act of 1948 and in the formulation of governmental 
policy leading to that legislation, and that, of course, I as well as the 
organizations I represented were sympathetic to its objectives. I pointed out, 
however, that use of the assets of persecutees to pay claims however meritorious 
was hardly a desirable procedure. I pointed out that Public Law 671, 79th 
Congress, had established a policy of returns where heirs were alive and that 
the present legislation follmved this policy in allOwing returns to successor 
organizations where there are no heirs. I said it appeared to me that if a 
legislative history were prepared putting. a top limit on the'amount which would 
be made available by the Office of Alien Property to successor organizations, 
the objections stated by the War Claims Comwission would be obviated. Mr. Cleary 
said that this was not the case and that any opening up of the return procedure 
would jeopardize the operations of the War Claims Commission. He i'urther said 
that Mr. Baynton of the Office of Alien Property had stated that as long as 
any new legislation was pending leaving open the possibility of i'urther 
categories of returns, funds could not be transferred. 

I said that I could not, of course, do anything about other 
legislation but that it seemed to me that if a top limit were put in the heir
less property legislation, the difficulty as far as that legislation was con
cerned would be obviated. I pointed out that other types of legislation did 
not have the humanitarian basis of 5. 603J and I i'urther pointed out that other 
legislation did not have the support of the entire government, the wec aside, 
as was the case with 5.603. 
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Upon Mr. Cleary's reiteration of his fundamental position 
a good part of which seemed irrelevant to the issue to me -- I pointed out 

that on the basis of his own statement he was rapidly working himself into an 

inescapable impasse. I s aid that the heirless property legislation had been 

introduced in two successive Congresses; it had twice passed the Senate} it 

had bipartisan support in both Houses; and that if it died in the present 

Congress, it undoubtedly would be reintroduced in the next Congress. Under 

these circumstances, Mr. Cleary1s interpretation of the OAP position - that 

flUlds could not be turned over as long as any legislation of this kind was 

pending - meant that the War Claims Commission would be just as far away from 

getting funds a year from now as it was at the present time. Under these 

circumstances, I suggested the best approach was to sit down with the Office 

of Alien Property and see whether something could not be worked out looking 

in the direction of a limit on the amaunt which 'WOuld be made available under 

the heirless property legislation, and perhaps looy~g toward an elimination 

of at least that difficulty in the my of the transfer of funds from the 

Office of Alien Property to the War Claims Commission. 


Although Mr. Cleary did not seem enthusiastic about a meeting, 
he acquiesced and Mrs. Lusk and Mr. Roberts seemed hopeful that something could 

. be worked out. I was asked to arrange a meeting with Mr. Baynton for the 
morning of February 21. 

I thereafter called Mr. Baynton and reported a substantial 

portion of the above and suggested the desirability of a meeting to deal with 

tris problem. Mr. ~ynton indicated considerable indignation at the War ClaiIr.B 

Commission and its "propaganda campaign~ said that the War Claims Commission 

had sponsored legislation which would direct the Office of Alien Property to 

turn over $150,000,000 forthwith despite OAP liability to possible returnees 

and claimants; and said that he wanted to get the issue of the immediate cash 

payment to wee out of the way before he discussed any other issues. He there

fore declined to have a meeting on February 21, but said that he would try to 

work out something so that he could meet with the 1iCC people and with me 

sometime next week. Having no alternative, I left the matter in this stead. 


In the course of nry conversation vlith Mr. Baynton, he told me 
also that the Department of JUstice was favorable to S.603 but that he was in
sisting on a report to the Congress which 'WOuld specifically state that more 
personnel would be needed to administer S.603 if it should become law. He said 
that he did not -want to be in a position of having legislation of that sort 
go through without the Congress knowing he would have to seek an extra appropria
tion in order to administer it. He said that he had cleared this position ~th 
the Attorney General. 

It is nry impression that if a letter of this sort goes to 

Congressman Beckworth, the affect will be effectively to damn S.603 with faint 

praise for its general objectives and a statement which someone like Beckworth 

will find sufficient for opposition to the bill. 


It appears to me that, from the point of view of both the 

Office of Alien Property and the War Claims Commission, the heirless property 

legislation is merely a pam. The Office of Alien Froperty is unwilling to 

discuss the heirless property legislation until it gets the immediate advance 

issue out of the way; the War Claims Commission is unwilling to accede to the 
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heirless property legislation unless it gets some sort of commitment from the 
Office of Alien Property with respect to an immediate turn over of funds. lie 
are thus in the midst of an extremely difficult interdepartmental fight. Under 
these circumstances it is my feeling that we will have to do more than merely 
get up statistics on the amount which may be involved if we are to get the 
legislation passed in the present Congress. The dispute has reached fairly 
high levels at present and is extremely bitter on both sides. It may be that 
the dispute will have to be resolved in the White House. 

Under the circumstances, it might be well if Mr. Blaustein or 
others could speak wit,h the President and see whether it would not be possible 
for one of his assistants - like Mr. Niles - to arrange a Yfuite House meeting 
in which the conflicting interests of the governmental agencies could be 
straightened out. It may be that it would also be des.irable for Mr. Blaustein 
or others to speak with Mr. Cleary and to stc.te that under all the circumstances, 
the American Je~dsh Committee and other interested organizations will have to 
take a position flatly opposed to any new legislation directing the transfer 
of funds from the Office of Alien Property to the lIar Claims Commission until 
the heirless property problem is straightened out. This is, in effect, the 
tactic being used by the governmental agenciesjand it would seem to me entirely 
proper for outside organizations to take the position that they do not wish to 
see legislation which might jeopardize proposals in which they are interested, 
as long as the governmental agencies take the converse position vdth respect 
to their own specific problems. 
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011 the Increased Significance 
(Sept. 1949)for United States Jforeicn folic:r in Europe 

ot the Enactment of 11.£L. 2780 

r . 1,' \ j., "" "'. ::."'" " )~-1"-:-:"( (\ ::i') () t:: \ '. .. ~ \,\ \ t . .t. I.,.," v_:.:'"\ ~..,F 
;j ,~, , .' ," , 

I, l,.,". \...~'!\.l~~\. :,,-1.1 \I.t.,,! \ .... -1(\.\.1 \
" \ .J 

1. In its let'Lor ot April 30, 191&9 to Congressman ttobert Crosser, the 
Department 01' :.itate declared that the enactment of this Bill was "hi€,.h1y 
clesirableaa an a.id in car:ry1ng out th.e foreign polic)" of the Un!ted States.n 
The letter inoluded direct and positive reference t,o Article 8 of t.tle ?aris 
ReparatiOns Agreement, providing, inter alia, that 

IlGovernments 	of neutral countrie6 shall bE> request.ad 
to make ava11able for this purpose (in add!tion to 
the 8Wn ot 2> million dollars) assets in such oountries 
ot vict1ma ot Nasi action who have since died and lett 
no heira." 

Since no ntistaotion could be obtained under this reparations provision 
from neutral count.ries, the ,chiet original objective of B.B.. 2780 has been to 
serve ae an example tor the governments of these countries, and lUi an argument 
vis-A-vis these government.s supporting the foreign pollcy pursued by the United 
Statee in tt-J.6 matter. 

2. Recent developments in Europe indicate, however, tnat failure by the 
House or Representativea to follow the example ot the Senate in enacting this 
legislation ~ould nffect interests or United States foreign policy which in 
their ~nplications go far beyond the scope of the issue of heirless aSDuts of 
Nazi victims itself. These interests are likely to include thone of American 
investors in pre-war business ventures in ii;aetern t~u.ropetm countries. 

). The point in fact i5 t.hat, in the absence of a strong exa:llple from 
the United states, the SvdQS Government nm~' r.as de!initely moved toward the 
conclusion ot: in ter-goverrmental arrangements ld, t.h H:astern f,;uropean countrios 
which are Clarkedly inconsistent not only ,..:It.t any just disposi t.ion \')f t."1e S".J.b

st.antial 8m.)unt ot he1rless propa.."'"ty in Bwit.zerland, but also with legitimate 
interests of American and other ~e8tern invontors in the economies of Eastern 
European countries. 

4. The first concrete example ot this Swiss policy 1s the recently con
cluded (and. unpublished) mutual payments agree.-nent between Switzerland and 
Poland, under the terms or which the SwiSS 'Will concentrate all heirless 
property of Poliah origin in SWitzerland into "ne account, for the purpose of 
being simply turned over to the Polish goverment, in exchange i'or the indem
nification ot Switzerland by .Pol.a.:nd tor 1 ts pre-war investments in that country. 
Tbia procedure will epply to all "Pol1shll heirleDs property, whether or not 1t 
can be ulZmonstrated that the property originally belonged to members of a group 
which had baon exterminated, or .hose survivors are no lOI'l\~er 1n Poland. The 
agreement simply confiacat.e. the asset.s ot Polish victims ai' Nazism for the 
repayment of Poland IS debts to Swiss creditors. The injustice 0:[' this agreement 
18 aggravated by t.he fact that tnere are ver,y few Jews left 1n Poland, and that 
the Polish government has recently- concluded a.'l agreement with. Israel tQ the 
ettect that the re.-naining few Jews would be perm 1 tted to emigrate to l.srael, 
on condition that the7 tOl'llal17 renounce their N,lish cit1aanah1p, togethe~ 
with all clailu on propertJ' in Poland. The direC't implication of this polle; 
1s that heirless propert-T 1n Swit.erlan4 'WOuld be tull.7 and. dat1n1te17 w1t.iP 
drawn tl'l!;m the purpose ot aiding in the rebabilltaU an of the sumving vict.1ms 
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as a •deln! ~mDentB oj'a similar nature with other CO!llll!unist....dominated. 

Ea.atE)~ 'Ewro':..t countnea.. 1.s defin1t.ely ana, direotly detrimental to jl.,1l.erican 

8.."ld ·l4estem~teres~. The bad ~le ll!3¥ lloon.~be emulated, by oth.er:n~stem 

countries 4 _U, nth the result that Eaat$rn ~iuropean rsg:unml wo:)~u oe in 

a pOlliti~ W get rid ?! the cla:im~ of £ore~gn investors in ~ch~ge for h~lr

less dcvH'it.aa.broad wru.ch by Amerl.can an(i l.nl.6rnat.i.onal 3te.naar(1~(as d.e!:ulOd 

bJ! th.,A.eparations Agreement) are no longer their property. In aclaitlon, 

A;;Tef"ents 01' this type 'WQald considerably weaken the posit.ion or clair')'. or 

A:.C8l'l investors in 'Eastern Europe, and in general,~/{)uld l')romote COlJlJ.!luniGt 

8~'&nerzhip int,erasts there. 


The r:a.sliington office of the iwerioan JeYOiSh Committee has 'b4Jen inforrnsQ 
that, upon learning of this agreement, the l.)epar1iment of State. issued instructions 
to the American ler:ation at Bern to make representa.tions· to the ,Swiss g-.lvern
mont. ,; '. 

However" we i1lUlJt realize that 1:be foroe of such representations is considerably 
diminished by the lac,k ·01' American e:ample in hlOOI'1oan Ingi.slk~t.iotl on heirless 
property. It is manife,~! theretore, t.bat the effectiveness of s:Jcj:'. representations 
vroul<! be signal1'y enha."1Cedl,.were tJl8 proposed.bill to Uec·;)mu la¥;' in th~ c.ourse of 
thepreaent session of Congress. AOT longer delay in its enactment ma.y weaken the 
ann of our foreign oconomic policy exactly at a lnoment l';ilcn ef.fcctive action io 
no$ded. ' 

September 28, 1949 
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Uovember ;;, 1948 

Mr. Jack B. Tate 
Deputy Legal Adviser 
Department of State 

Dear Jackl 

The American Jcw.i.sh Committee, whom I represent, is vitally interested 
in a problem 'Which \18 understand now to be before the Department. 

The problem arises out of Section )4(.) of the Trading nth the Enemy Act, 
providing thatl ".Any defense to t~ payment of such cJ.ai.ms which would 
ha'Ve been available to the debtor shall be available to the Custodian." 
It is understood that there arc on file lrl..th the Office of Alien fT'operty 
certain claims, filed under section 34, and asserted against the vested 
assets in the United states of German ba.."lks. The claimants are the successors 
in interest or the depoSitors, who 1\Iere Jews having deposits in these 
banks. The deposits were confiscated pursuant to German discriminatory 
la'WS and regulations enacted between 1933 and the fall of Germny in May 
1945. 

It is respectful.ly submitted that the policy of the Government of the 
United states is:. and should continue to be, nonrecognition and, to the 
extent possible, invalidation of the decrees in question and all acts or 
transfers effected under or pursuant to them. 

The policy of the United states lIith respect to forced transfers 
was stated publicly as early as JatIUa17 4, 1943" at 1'I:hich time the Inter
Allied Declaration on Axis Acts of Diopossessionwas issued. This Declara
tion stated that the signatory Govemments ahereby' issue a formal warning 
to all concerned•••that they intend to do their utmost to defeat the 
methods of dispossession practiced by the governments w.ith which they- are 
at war against the countries and peoples mo have been so wantonly assaulted 
and despoUed. It '!'he Declaration went on to mke a reservation of right to 
consuter invnlid any t1'8.DBters or or dealine with properties, rights or 
interests situated in "the territories which have come under the occupation 
or control, direct or indirect" of the Axis governments. This polley 'WaS 
affirmed, with respect to gold, in the Gold Declaration of February 22, 19l.i4; 
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and. in general in Resolution VI of the Bretton Woods 'bionetary and Financial 
Conference and the Final Aet of the Inter-American Conferenee on Problems 
of war and Faaee. 

These various deelarations are directed primarily at the then-paramount 
problem ot German looting - particularly by "legal" means - in the occupied 
areas. But thore is no reason to believe, particularly in the light of 
subsequent developments, that Jewish and other religious, racial or poli 
tical perseeutees in Germa:ny were not included within the term "peoples 
who bs'Ve been so an~ assaulted and despoiled." Indeed, any other 
construction would make of the word -peoples" a mere redundancy for the 
quite diff'erent word ·countries", 

Moreover.. other public acts and declarations indicate that the policy 
ot the Government ot the United states is to equate coerced transfers from 
persocutees in Germany to such transfers oecurring in occupied areas, 

<a> The treatieef ot peace with Italy and the satellite countries 
all contain a provision stating that "The term 'United Nationa nationals' 
also includes all ind1viduals, corporations or associations w}'l.ich, 
under the laws in force in Italy during the war, have been treated as 
enemr' - (e.g., Article 78(9)(a) ot Treaty ot Peace vdth Italy). 
This elause puts peraocutees who were treated as enemy - and there 18 
no doubt that Jews as a class were the first and most notable example 
of this category - in the same classifieation, so far as restoration 
of property rights are coneerned, with United Nations nationals. The 
measures' of cont1acation against property of perseeutees, like the 
mjlder measures of sequestration against property of nationals ot the 
tJnited. states, are wiped out by the treaties. And the faet tha t these 
are treaties with c~tries other than Germany in no way diminishes 
the effeet of these acts as indicia. of United States policy toward 

. persecutees. 

(b) The Government ot the, United states has subscribed to 
. international agreements effecting the complete revocation of the 

German discriminatory laws and regulations. on August 2, 1945, in 
connection nth the vesting ot supreme authority in Germai1y in the 
four zone c()l1JJ!!Q.!ltfe, it was enacted that ttall Nazi laws whieh provided 
the basis at the Hi:tJ.e:r regime or established· diserimination on the 
grounds of race, c:reed, or polltical opinion shall be abolished. 1ro 
such discriminationS, whether legal, administrative or otherrdse, 
shall be tolerated.... 

Law Nal 1 ot the Al.l.isd Control CouncU also abrogated 

discrim::lnato17 Nazi legislation. 


(0) The actions of the tJn1ted states Zone Commander in Germany 
have been in aecordanoe with tbe policies and. international agreements 
and acte mentioned abow.. In J. C. 5.1067, a policy of restitut.ion 
of' property looted from persecuteea under color of Nazi laws waa 
8stabl1shed.. This '&8 followed by Uil1tary Government Law No.1, 
depriviDg ot e1'fect 'PScitied Nazi legislationJ and~ even more important,
b7 Mil1tary Government Law No.' 59~ on Restitution ot ldenti1.'1able 
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Property. This latter law imp1.ements a. polley !'rom 1'lhi.ch the Un1ted 
states has not in the slightest deviated from the beginning, and 
establishes beyond doubt not orily the policy but also the vdllingness 
or the 11nited states to take positive steps t01mrd the undoing ot 
forced transfers even where considerations of the bona. fidop'J.l"chaser 
enter. 

(d) Public Law 611, 79th Cong. 2d Sess., enacted an a~ndment 
to Oection 32 of the Trading lIith the EneII\Y Act pemittine returns ot 
vested property to "an individual ..mo" as a consequence of any law, 
deofee or regulation of the nation of which he was then a citizen or 
subject" discrim:i.naUng against political, racial. or religious groups 
has" at no tim£) between December 1, 1941, and the time when !lUch law, 
decree ar regulation was abrogated, enjoyed full. rights of citizenship 
under the law of such nation." It is mconcelvahle that the Congress 
could have intended to remake the Trading with the rnel'l\V Act's ~tringent 
provisions with "speat to vested property in .favor of persecutees and 
at the same time to allow recognition of the German acts of discrimina
tion to be establ1shed as a baslstor depriving such pcrnons of the1l" 
property. The problem of the eftect of decrees purporting to depr!va 
persons subject to ("Jerman jurisdiction of their property is the same 
'Whether it arises under Section 32 or Section 34 of the Trading 'Vn.th 
the Enemy Act. It is clear that the policy established by the Congress 
and the Executive is that the act ot conf1~cation, or of forced 
transfer, sr.all be ir;nored or undone. This is the law as tar as 
Section 32 returns are invol~d. It is not legislated into Section 
34 - as well as Section 32 - only because the problem under Section 
.34 'was not realised at the· time -an omission which in no way invalidates 
the established United states policy on the matter. ~loth the ~~ouse 
and Senate reports on Section 32 state that the term "ownern is to be 
so construed a8 to ignore "acts of ene~ governments 1lh1eh sought to 
divest non-enemies of their property or rights, e!thor directly 01" 
by purported contiscation or by the exercise of duress upon the 
ovmer. • .and theticttm of suchan act 'WOuld be recognized as the 
'armer' for purposes of this statute." SUrely it cannot be argued 
that acts of confiscation or forced trar.sfer are specifically 
inValidated under Section 32 and nevertheless are to be recognized 
under Section 34. SUch 8aonst!'\1ction 'Would. do manifest violence to 
the rational eonatruction of thelegislative policy expressed in 
P. I•• 671, 79th cong." as \'Jell as, for the first time, depart from a 
mll-established and clear Emeutive policy of invalidation of such 
acts or transtera. 

(e) . Finally, the· Departmentot state has, in conneetion with 
the protection ot u. s. property iriterests abroad, long established 
the policy of non~cognitlon of forced transfers or purported confisca
tions under discrim1natory decrees. It is believed that numerous case8 
exist in which the Department has taken the position that such acts 
or ·transters were ine.ffeative to transfer title, and that the properties 
in question belong to the previous o"ll!ll8ra. The Treasury Department has, 
it 18 understood, thus unblocked the "frozen" property in the un1ted 
State8 of Oermanperaecutees, ignoring 81J3' purported transfe1'8 to 
the German Reich Or to ita ··dea1gnees. F1nal.1y', the contention by' 
the USSR that propertLe8 in Austrla transferred to the German govern
ment troll persecuteea became "German assets in Austria- bas bean 
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vigorously rejected by the United states on the ground of the invalidity 
of the purported transfers or confiscations as well as the illegality 
of Nazi occupation of Austria. 

2. Bernstein v. Van !!lghens Freres Societe An0Fo' 16,31(2d)246 
(1947) isthi principal recent decision on the attiiueaf a court of the 
United States toward Nasi acts of confiscation or forced transfer. The 
case apparent.l\f holds - over a _ll-reasoned dissent - that an ExecutiV8 
policy against recognition of such acts or transfers had not been sufficiently 
established, and that, \D1der these Circumstances .. the "act of state" 
doctrine applies. 

(a) The Bernstein case is in fact entirel.'Y irrelevant to the 
present issue. :tf; crependB coq>letely on an assumption - apparently 
made on the basis of inadequate prool - as to Erecutive policy. The 
issp here" however.. 18. what is that Executive policy? On that 
question, a judicial decision attempting to explore (and to determine 
as a tact) what that policy is is obviously not relevant. otherwise, 
the circle comes full around, and the Executive policy 'Which the court 
attempts to find 1s "determined by the decisions of the court and not 
by the EXecuti"N. 

Cb) In the Bemstein case, the El'ecutive - and legislative 
policy of nonrecojiltlon of acts of confiscation and forced transfer 
was clearly" not adequateq presented to the court. Military Govern
ment Law $9 had not as yet been enacted. Apparently, proof had not 
been adduced ot the necla.ration of January SII 1943, or of the 
history of section 32 of' the Trading with the Enemy Act, the pertinent 
provisionB of which are ful.ly supported and approved by the Executiva 
branch of tbs Go'ft1"l'Dlt8l'1t. Nor bad a statement of policy been solicited 
from the Department of state, or even a statement with respect to its 
position on the same issue in connection with protection-of-property 
problema. 

(c) F1nal.ly,. 1t would appear that the court 8lV8 an unduly 
restrictive interpretation to declarations revoking German discrimina
tory laws and regulations. That these were not merely "prospective" 
is demonstrated by M. G. Law S9. as 'Ell as by state Department actions 
based on the theor:y that these laws were in fact void !!! initio. 

3. No reasonable doubt exists, on the basis of the full record, as to 
the policy of the Un1ted states Government on the question discussed in 
this letter. Beyond the general policy of considering aots of cOnfiscation, 
without compensation, to be abhorrent to the public policy of the United 
states, there exists irrefutable evidence that the United states does not 
recognize acts of contiBcation or lorced transfers under or pursuant to 
the l'lazi diacri.m1.na,torylaws. Under these circumstances, it is respectfully 
sUggested that steps be taken to ensure that Section .34 of the Trading 
with the EDellV' Act is 80 construed as· not to bar former Olmers of ~ 
deposits _. or their successors in i."lterest, from obtaining payment ot 
their claims under the statute, when otmership of such deposits has been 
transferred or confiscated \meter or pursuant to German discriminator,
18_ or regulations. It is respec'tf'ul.l.y suggested. that an opinionto this 
effect be tranalll1tted to the Oftice of Alien Property-, Department of 

3453 /1') 

http:F1nal.ly


YIVO 347.17 
AJC (GEN-10) 
Box 296 
File 10 

Justice, that nOfll"ecognition of such transfers or confiscations or of any 
legal effects thereof' he declared to be the policy ot the United states,. 
and the Department issue a public declaration to this effect, in order to 
avoid the chance of a second Bernstein-type decision. 

A copy of this letter is being sent to JAr. David llazelon, Assista..'1t 
Attorney General in charge of the Office of Allen Property of the Depart
ment of Justice. 

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee, lam 

S1ncere4 yours, . 

Seymour J. Rubin 

cc. 	 Mr. David Bazeloft 
Department of Justice 
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