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Charge to 

PREPARING OFFICE PREPARING OFFICE, WILL 

WILL INDICATE OUTGOING TELEGRAMWHETHER TYPE HERE CLEARLY THK 

CLASSIFICATION OF' THB 

JlES8AGEsmtpnrtm!,~l,~~( t;tatt 

... 
r ' 

~J~ REsrflB TCTgn 

A1VD~IvIBASSY r 
PARIS ,r!J!.f.c

C,'f7'f ~ 
Fol is text message being sent CG USFA redeptel 6003, 

• 
en 

IIApplicability directive wx. 85682< to so-called Hungarian 

Gold Traln is for your determination on base facts as found 
I 
1

byjyou. 
i 

,_~,_ : members Hungarian Jewish community, that property was confis- :,. 

~ cated by Hungarian Govt on orders of Nazis, that large major! ty 

~ .'\~~,," origJ.nal owners now deceased or -amigrated and that appro~i-
~.~'" 

"'{, 
"".1 mately 3/7 of surviving Jewish population are located in 

\ ~~,.. o 
OISTRIBUTION ;perritory now no (repeat no) longer Hungarian due to , UJ 
(~=~LY) " 

01 

""'­?border adiustments. state Dept also ,informed that nature::u 
, I " 
: i 
: rand condition of property is such that it is clearly 
: i 
: !impracticable from administrative viewpoint to seele to 
, ' 

establish either individual ownership of respective 

items or the actual place from which they came. 

If you find foregoing to be true deliveries should 

be made to IGCR under reference directive. Please* u. s. aOVERNMENT 'jIIIftrNTttlta OP"P'.......... 


345839 




--

... 

. 

...tCcI OFFICE PRie.PAIIINGI OFFICE WILLOUTGOING TELEGRAM 
TYPE HERE CLEARLY TH& 

Cl-ASSIFICATlON OF THE 

IIItIHIAG B:Iirparlwut nf &tatr 
Chorge Department: 

' 

Washington 
Chorgfl to 

advise your decision before taking final action. 

"The definition of 'valuable' in para 4 of directive 

was intended to facilitate execution. In case of articles 

already in custody of US forces as 'looted property', 

expressi'on 'uncormnon value' should be inclusively appliedo" 

Request yo,u inform Fr Govt re above action and attempt; 
" 

persuade them take similar action with respect that part 

Hungarian gold train located Fr zone Austria. 
d. AvS VJc:-,vN A ' 

Sent Paris as ''171; repeated 1lPPOLAD 10/,7 • 

DISTRIBUTION (1. 
DESIRED 

( OI"F'I'CES ONLY) GA:JA~~:PJ 11/18/46 SE CE WE 
\.j"\JC. 10 ~, 

.. I ~ '7 ~ 
/1

CODE ROOM: Please repea.t toAUSPOLAD. \J Ic:~;./A 

::0 
['1'1 """"'I 

rm 
'01r ',)-1, 

J'> rll 
U)G) 
rn ::C~ 

} ., CJ };> 
Pl-'\:-} 

* U. IlL GOVERNMEN'T PFHNT1NG O'P'P'.......... 
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". No.l.f \ 7170.::::: 

t'", 	 IV) U 
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('\,~ ~ 
'./ ~' 

,,"HO; Sub:j'eei: . Hungarian 	G01d Traa.n-... 
··:~m 

"', (I) 

U •.t :.;~~ 
 ':""'>w 
~. ,) 
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 ':::::li= .~,,~m~~o . 
....J ~C.f.~~?rtt... .' 

. / ~ . ~I 3- '+1Z;/.;: -r7 6(t.-tJ ,J- \j (J ~" 
. I f!'f~ cJl? i 

I, 

... 

. .'gJ?;Y 
. l 

The Embassy· r,efers tp rts . te1eg .am 39.Jo1' Januar.y 3," 	 ,---­ - ' 

\ 

1947, and has ;the' honor to enclose', tor the Department's 

informatiGi1:, a' c'opy of' a note dated. De:cember 28" 1946 
OJ 
0received from the Ministry of'Foreign Mtairs stating 0 
•that the .,conten,ts 01' the Hungarian gold train at, .present 

J, ,) UI 

in Frelnch 	oc'cupied .territory in Austrils, has not, Y.~:lt, been ­
01 
.......
opened" but that ·instru.ctions have been forwarded to 

Vienna, request.:fm.g', that an appraisa·1 thereof be mad'e .at CO
• 
~ the earliest poss·lb1e moment 0 	 ....., 

/~;f ..~,.1.,~~ 
En·n.1osure - /~/i)~;'r

\J .' ~~ ;,!' <il! t j 

. ~Gopyof note received·trom 
~ Ministry of Fore ignAtfairs . 

dated December 28, 

~-.,.;#'''~ 

Orig1.na1 a-nd Hectograph to 

7110.9 
W'SPosdh 

..WH, pFlI un.: 
;;FAj

·:na. ...	v.~ .. ,.J.... ,.,1~" ..... ;~ •• -, ,. " 

1\ k j.\ 'Ii rrl J t(, 

....... 
'j ;y<\,..).. ; 
, ••••••• , •••••••••! ",' , ••• ' ,...",,' 

; {)i3'(, .................................... ,' .......... .. 
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717,8, ,Jan'f~+;y 8, 1947, from Paris, Franci 

.. TRANSLATION ' 

-:R,El?tTBLlQUE FRANCAISE 

•_,r.. 

By' Note Noo 2085 of December 19, 1946 the. Embassy 
::,t~.. tt;... 

of the United States was good enough to oall the attention 
, .. ..." 

- ',j.",!~-r'" 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the instruc,tions 

1 which have b~en is'sued by its Government to the· Americam
I 
I occupation authorities'inAustriaconcerning gola'of Hun­I~, 
! garian origin which was ,found ina train on Austrian terri­i 

I t~orY upan t,h~ arrival of Allied troops~ The, Embassy added 
,I-- . 

that it wished to know whether the French Govern.m.Etnt was 
I 
I 
I disposed to take similar action with respect to ~~~t part 

I of th~ gold wh1.ch is situated in the French zone. " 1 ­, 
! 
,1 The Ministry of Foreign Atfairs has the hcnlor to 

inform the Embassy of'th~ United States that the Frenoh 

authorities in Austria, while aware of the exis,tenoe of 

oases originating'from the train in question, are not yet 

infomed as to the oontents o In view of the faot tha.t 

there are no qualified experts to make an inventory, the 

oases have remained sealed ~ Howevei", the neoessary instruo..­

tions have reoently been issued to Vienna in order that 

an appra.isal may be made.' 

Under these oonditions it is not, at present, possible 

to indicate the final disposition whioh will be made of 

the contents of the'oases in questiono 

December 28, 
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Huhgarian M1nfst'ryf·or 


Fer~i~~ Affairs'.' 


.3i/KHJ~194? 


)I: ,0 t eVe r b.a.. l.e, 

trhe Hungarian.Ministry for 'Foreign Affairs presents 

its:;oomplim:ents 'to the American Legatioti and has the' honer 

te communioate asfoll·0WS: 

Ooncerning the art treasur~sof the·raIi.l.fl·y·Manf.red 

Weiss ,mechanio joseph Lakat'o,s .(Budapestv::" CsakY utca' 28) 

presented himself to the.Hungarian competent,8:11tho(['itles,. . '\ 

where he de'o'lart)d that the art tr:easuresfii q~es,tion are 

stored at a brewer,ywhic'h served probably as a, wa,r plant. 

This is situated at the lef'tside of t'lle road Passau.... 

Salzburg next the .village Ried-~ipt at abe:ut 105 .~2 1:Ons. 

at a foet efa .me.:un:ta,in. According to i:lisepini9no6,lonel 

of the SS Kur"t· Baohert - who Wf;S the leader, ef t1'!.~in;<l:~u:strial 

looting of Hungary and who for t~e price otabove mentioned 

art treasures brought abput thee'soape Qf the, Weiss :fam:1"ly 

to Swi:t;zerland - has. perfeot knowledge of the e:x:aotl'1'e'u 
.. ,', 

where' t.q.ose are treasures, were hidden, as he ,.was pre.sEmt 

when they,were stored~ . . ; 
Theaboven:a:InedColonel·ef·th~ SS'was'. -,"" 

oaptured. by the AmerioanMil,itary A\itheritiesnea:r Ba(i;.;Isohl. 

and is sti:il in Am6(['ioan'custody•. 

The Hungarian Minist:cy ~er :Fore~gn Attat'l-s:ha:s t'hs honer 

\ to beg the Amerioan Legation tOba kincl enougll:,.tomake .re·quest 

on the oempetent Amerioan, author±ti.esferoendU:9·t 'ing.the . 

\ " . 

neoessary investigations and tor tek'~I+g .f,ur.th~rstepsf6r the 

sake·of 

.... 



to,>~~~¥U~~~~i'an 
.fn:que's:td:oll.·
.-:, ' " ':, 

Am.erioan Legatien, 

,'Budapest .. 

.... 



.; ..... 
i' 

,. : j; ~:, 

" 

Sa:n Francisto·ChronicJ,le ..·•·. 
. . .'..... '.. .<.'1:. 

':A $35,000,000·:Trajrilqad·6f C;bld' 
:' Hc"Y Uncle· Sam Rescued H~sun~21F;~~! 

:r 

. . . . ·~.... ~;;':"I.!.'~.:::t~~~-~ 

By HAL BOYLE to' the West" in this Russian-O'ccu- would oe turned oyer to' the Hun-:- . 
pied natiO'n. : . . garian.: government It'lelf, not to 


!...oelated I'.... Start Writ.. The gold was IO'aded . aboard three O'CCUPYlllg SO'viet OfflCI~ls, and he 

NEW YORK, July 4. - The new b . tFra kfurt There merely !.hruggcd and SCl~: 


C~mmunlst custodians of anCient :a~g:gfi;:~~f ~jctO'rynSymb~lism iri . "NO' tnattcr v.:ho yeu deliver if to, 

Hungary toe~ over a ceuntry rescued the train itsCIf. It 'had been built the Rumlians ~;ll get It out through, 

from f~nanclal chao.q by a $35,000,- by Adolf Hitler asa present fer the back door. , 


'000 tram rIde with Uncle Sam at the Benito MusseJinl but taken ever by The .t~ramY'as repeatedly delayed 
. i throttle. the fuehrer for his own use after by the ,RUSSIan engl~eer who had· 

The fellowers of the hammer and he decided his. Italian ally nO' longer taken o,'er at the bOlder. He gave
. I sickle, . now in power, .. have con- deserved expensive tavors. , . no reas,?n for the halts. We reached . I venlently overlooked that llttle de- . . .' III Budapeil~.a.t dusk, several hours 

tail but some among the Hungarian There were 33 Amcllcan m tary behmd !;chcdule. . ... ' . 

. 1' ~a~es must remcmber. . guards aboard the train. '. . "It is:a Simple mystery," said one 


.. Several times during the Jeurney of thc" Hungarian officials aboard. 

I~ was nght :lUt ?f a Hollywood Dr. Nicolas Nyardi, then an un- "The EVlsslans had no intentien ot 

. sC1'lpt-that tram. tIde last Augus: ~ersecret~l'Y In the Hungarian Min- letting you arrive in bread .dayJ;ght,

that saved HungalY from tetal col Istry ef Fmance, went Into the bag;- when th(l whole city could see you 

laPl?e by the tImely return of its gage cars. to be sure the gold hadn t Americai'ls bringing us our gol<l."

cntl~e geld rcserve-2.2 tons of the fallen out on the tracks.. He was And Communist newspapers in'" 


. preCIOUS metal. st!1l dazed that every eunce W.'IS thecapi(.alln Inspired articles Im- , --! 
\ I wa~ .the only reporter aboard bemg returned.. ." mediately "told the Hungarian )Jop­
r the tram. And I'd h~e to' tell a few "We are very grateful 'tothe ulatJon' ,'that only strong Soviet 
:. an~'les about the tnp that weren't American G:overnmerit," he said. pressure .'had brought return ef'tpe
; pomted eut; at the tIme.. "This Is the first step toward HtUl- gold res(~ve.,' ': 

The Hungarian gO'vernment's gary's reconstruction.',' The ha.ppy. Hungarians threw .,us'· 

! store ef gold had been captured by Our trip was supposed to be a a party; and gave everybody' a 

; the American Third Anny In Aus- deep secret, but once we. crossed bundle dr the vanished pengoef; as 


tria, and. removed to.Frankfurt for the Hungarian border crewds lined souvenlr1i .. Then we went right hack: 

safekeeping. When the' Hungarian the train at every station.. They where W'~ came from-and there 

pengo seared to fantastic infla- knew that the. gold we brought were. nO' ,train delays on the 'Nay

tionary levels, it became evident that again' WO'uid . give them a. money out. ~, 

O'nly solid money ceuld save thl';that had meaning. '., . Well. 

country. The. American Government! But atone way'stop:amiddle- the 

agreed to return the Hungarian gol;J aged Hilrigarian asked us: .' . 

reserve to' baek a new currency-the "Why are .YOil. bringing ,back our 

flerin. " . .'. , gO'ld now? You. are only. handing it 


The hope was that by this act over to·the Russians,.. ; . " " 

America ceuld keep "8, windOW epen .. We· assured.him·that the
I . . ~. ..' ..'.' :.': i"'" ., .•: .,.,...." 

." 

' .. . " 

" 

"-­
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..,," "'OOTGOING AIRGRAM 
. CLAStillFICATION 

. . 	 '. . , ~- ... ,b~~~~,t~~;:U)dm;eut.. 8£·. ·~t:tt,t;t··' 
lJNC.uss IElEB 

>~ :.:.~~" _~,t:~~,1"; 	 . ,-; 

NQ~·.• ' A~.1'42~t;o:.~ifdapeet '\vashi rfg;ton j l, 

, .. ",} July 27·,,' 19~·. 
,~.' , .2061, . 

", . 

• . . " 	 j' . I~ the courseol' Mr.N~ara:di '.s vis'i:t. to Was,:!'dn:gton. in: the. ·early 'pa:r;.t 

"'..'of 1947 he raised with the Departineilt .the ques1:;iqn ofth'at secti'on of the 


:Uungarian train which Was'.found in, the AmericahZo,ne of Austria,. and in a 

" 	 cOl1ununication to the' Dept•.dated Febr.l!-~;rj~~.ih~.lg~E:... the HungaI'lfiri.1egatlon 

among other things, stated·that· the Hqnga!iian,Gqvei:bi(len't had.i"Wa:ivi;jd a:l~ 
claims to this property" but wished to turn over,the. goods' to.:jewish;weJ.fare 
orgahizations in Hungary· and "would glad'ly help' ft~ .citi'z:Ems· by,pr<;>te6ting 
their Fights to claiJJl the.return ofthisp'roJ?~r;ty'~ •. , ~.<Nya~~~1:#~ ~~V1.sed . 
of the deoision taken.and of the basis therefore. Later'i'ri.,194.?:trre -matter 
'w'laS also discussed wi th 111:r. Marik of' the IIurigal-ianr..egat~on. ·.ThEiDepartinent 
understands that .onMay29,. 1948,theUungarian Resti'tutic)U ·Miss'iohin 
Greneva wrote to the .Pr~paratory ,Commisslon of· the ,IRO. req1,lestfrtg;' .th~t::ith:ei 
property in question' b.e .withheld from disposition and re:t:urned to Hungary, . 
indicating at'the saine time that an offiCial restitution, claim, ~herefor.had 
been filed with Amer~can authorities in Austria on October ill, ~'9.4.7iiln:d . 
had not been '8:cte·d·upbn. ,'It is urid'erstood that the PCIR6,.repJ.:~ed ~O 'tll~' 
effect that it. could not question the determination of un'dentifi:abl':1'i::t5j( 
vmich the USniili.tary authoritiesha:d Jaade concerning the;gold·t·rdn,>pu;k 
thatit was .prepared·to· re:lea:sea!lYproper;ty wl,if.6h theseauth,9H:C~~:s /!f~y' 
determine to' have been transferred·'to the ;PCIROin err'or~' . Eor' the· 'iln.fi.H:>D1.a­
tion of the :Legation; it· is anti c~pated 1;hat the deci si6'n:s' in: \·~gatd,.·.tb:.the 
dis po s i ti on of thi s property "Ii 11 . not. be chariged.:. . '. 

The Val:tiablesrecently auctioned by thereIRO' inNeYtY0~¥;:.li·n·clud'e-. some 
items which;we~e in the H1,lngar.iari··gold .train,~s ~well as,~·~u~1:i:~./3.s·t0Uiia· in 
Germany.. The;:;V:ELluables(are bei~g ~sold in ,such,n1.8nner:a,.s:::i'O' rij'iiiij;:ze~th~.· ,. 
largest possibie'amqun,ts f'or theb'enef~oia:.ries. of thefUlid. .'TEete"is': of' 
course no substan'ce'to 'implications'in the Hunga.rian press' that :they:a;.re~being 
disposed of for. private profit or that the proce,ads may a::i:'d:ll1;1i:lg~r~~:NaZis. 

, ' 	 . , I, " , ,", . .,;;.", j< .," ""::, ". ',I ' 

The Legation sh<;iuld use these facts; in itsdiscretioIt to· ,refute '. 
misrepresentations .i,n"the Hungarian. press'. On.. thebas,is of th'e··:.,a;r,tiCil,es 

_---;.___-'t.;;;..ransmit:ted···iri. 'tne ..I:.egEi.~'i(#r s ,Despatch No. 515.{t;.:woti·lClappear '(fQubtfu'l that 

re":, :. .~~:,t, .;t~4<> ' *,u. 8. GOVE:RN~ENT PRINTI'NCI OFFICI:: .. U;l04'''•••,8. ~()!;/f'" ",' . . ";,
~~L~,;,;; :i'~I!)!.i ~~~flltlx .... . . .... ,._ .... ~~:_._ .. _.~.. :_., .. ~:.!.: _~., .. ,._·..:~.'~:~~>_!.!~Oj ... 

DI!5TRIB!JTION 

DESIRED 

(OFFICES'ONLY) 

. 

a refutation, vl9ii:L~'serve"a useful purpose at ,this:time~ , ' 
< ':""" ", 

. , . 

Revised P 2 .olea·red. wi.th: . 
EP :AFIyiefer::'ddec 'I( 7;!is/48) 
SE :RM1lcKisscfn:,hy{7!ZO/48) 

O:Nfiemmendinger:lk: 	 EP~ 
7/2p!48~~' " Metzger . 'Ved.eler . Todd· 

. .... k .. (l~c4(:,~'., .. 
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