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#2216 April 15, 6 pomo, frem London ‘

countries nignatory 40 the aaid agresmsnt to the extant t
that Poland can estiablish that a definite amount of

~ monstary gold bslonging to it was looted by Germany, or, . o
at any tims after 12th MAFch 1938 vas. wrangrully removedw .
'-into German ‘territory. ) L

Pwo. . Poland adherss to the arrangamant for the restitution&v

of mcnetary gold set forth in Part III of the afore<. = o
mgntioned agreemsnt and desclares that the portion of the

nonetary gold accruing to it under the agreemant 48 dccepted
in full satisfaction: of all _Polish claims sgainat Garmany

- for restitution or monetary gold°

Three. Poland acczpts the arrangemante vhich have beem
or vill be made by the Allied Governments ‘concerned for
the implemantation of the aforesaid arrangemantoj“~x

Domne in London this —ow e day of-uwea-~~»193”"in the

Knglish, French and Polish lsnguages of which the Engliah ;V
and French texts are authentic° ‘ X

Sent Dept only. L . i :
| - . DOTGLAS
WFS1ABC -

SECRET
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The ?eush Wemmt beg 2 1] reter to. the

-=fmutaom1re foruarded to them By the !’ﬂ@aﬂn@*
'msam for m Keantntmn of ﬂonemry a»gm

eonaamtng %hm raml regiatmticn of the basx.ax
and axtem of alalmas to monetary geld fwnﬁ on.
Gemn tawri ;’“ry - and iaavq tlm mr m submzt .

'”so tha %vement cf the mma atates of america\' |

thelr ttws ea the a&bjaet an& 'se Muwt She

giv& :sm.z- “supgort

f-o tha' mao

2&9 Pa;u.m G»evarmen‘k hmm alrsa&y hs.a

,'”,ijity et reqmstlng tne.tr partieip&tma :

Ln the aistributien af the &one@ary g@lﬁ fcuné in

“&amny Ln ‘aa'cordam@wmh‘ the . s%lpulatloas of

the E’ml Aet cr tna Par&e contemma on mpam-

ﬁ,tmm un.teh providea ‘the &llmtlon c;f the said
f:f',;,'.';,gplt ﬁa} éaapeiled scuntries &a reautuuen of

""‘tzmv gam m @ ratic corresponding ta ‘the logges

%aetuineﬁ 1n reuult ef iﬁoting or. wromm. remaml

et msir géld %5 aemny. Fhey have aemmtted mezr

olams m tmﬂ:ea;s dal.tvemd .tn Qetebar 19«56 m tha

| ) &avermnta af tha :mited &ates of &meriaa, tha

amw&gx ugm am s'rama and te 'the ?ragax-uto N
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Finnl Ast of tha.Pasis eanfarranaa on Repapationa
" of Decemmbre £lst 1945. .

!ha Polish,ﬁovern&eat heg &e &nﬁw attantian |

; sa the fbllowlng faots -

Lhe abeve*msntianed part !II -of the Final

sgﬁat of tha Paris eenteranea, wh&ia aalng the terms
i“goiﬁ“ “manetary gol&“ eontains BY- direative
~van te the dsflnltien of gala wh&ch 13 %o be subjeot

tﬁ restituxion xn tavaar er éeapalleﬁ eeantriese-:
1% was enly the ?rigartxte ﬁeamission for the

”..Bsstttuxaan or ﬁoneﬁary Gela ia B&neaele, ‘whieh

jza eanaeetian with tha &eapateh of the: abavenmenn
tionsd questionmaire 1aid down the definition of |
}gnld to- ha adbjeet to raeagary on %hs basxa er PEEw- ' #

tituttoa. In aeaaréanoe with tha &eftnitian establi-
shse by the menvxonad camalsainn only manmtary galﬂ

i8 to hs eub;aat 0 r%etitntion tn propor%&un 2
>losass sn:rared through lao%ing anﬁ.wroagrul rams»
1valq The ﬁasﬁissian attampte té deftne menntary gﬂlﬁ

a:s ".“ . . ‘ . - ‘ . . V ' . . ) | » .:’A

“‘* all gold whleh, at. the tima of &ta looting

y{gg nrongfux remeval, L1 earried a8 & part of the.

vela&mant eountry's manetary reserve eitnsr an the

v;aeeounts af the claimaat G@vernment itself or 1n the

'ﬂovarumant ulsh to axpress tha view that !
’“tannﬂ 13 ﬁsrmaay w&ieh waa ia thn posaeﬁ 1en\sf th&

|3 IPTINASS FTIC TR s Ot Sl

d

‘ aéaounts ef tha elaimant countrv 8 eantral bank or
‘@thar manetary auxhsrlty at haaa ‘or abroad®.

in eouneetioa uith the faragaing, thm Pallsh
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, Beiahnhank 13 m&eubtmy mmtary geld. m s}.am ta

- ma gold eheum hamar, be apaa te ﬁamﬂed ae\m-

trlea net enly m all thooe mee, whsre their ?mst
$helr monetery gold vithin the man&ag ot the Tri-.
)paﬁs.tse mm&e& m also 1n mae, wheré: tﬁe galﬁ
in tm mpe of aelna, hara and Jewela vas loeta& |
from. tha pepulaﬁm in ecnsamme af ar&ers msmd
by tha @emn swt@aﬂon authnﬂtiea, rorcad a&lea s

aonﬂmtm during mrchsa ) !_.n mka, mfes s.nﬂ.
the gald mbbeﬁ from mn.lxans or vmtms marﬁemﬁ
in camps - and tm auhsequensly ‘imersased the.
ammt of Gam&y' ¢ mohetary gold oF pemitted her
- %0 mai.nm her mmmry gold reservaa. S
o - ?!m Ponah ﬁovame\at am in pmasessian of
‘ parts of evzdonee wh.lch aan be ‘produced at. any %Lm
and whioh grove that the gel& ‘
J;. . mﬁscat,ed a.n& fomm.y pmhﬁaed trom tha
) Pol&ah pcpul&tiea on the baais er or&m’e usued by
& ths oeoupatimx authcrltiea, |
_E" awuimd by the Germans by wa.;r uf fbm:lm.e
;opanxng ot Ponsh bank safeo, R o ,
8 _' aequxraa ‘through looting of v!.etima 1in con«
'amtmﬁm &nﬁ- death eampa in Palnnd _
‘tmed avar to the Belchslmnk, fhna 1amaeing
tlm :Em mmﬁary golﬂ mnrvae .

wesg'

;Aynrt from the -above, l.ootaé Jewels mre aom

1w nw%m eamt ries and emblea Gemm tm pummsa :

L8 M'er hy supplying her with fare,ign ox hwga
| hslpmi her tcm 8ave and pmtest mr own mcnat gaw“

af S ‘; Irreapaatiw or tne atem—mntlona& 11; isg

eomlmve trom the aativi‘teg of the aelahekmdw-

. ‘mgw, er m ee;wnea wsslmhank and’ ths bre
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offlaaa ef the Beiahsbunk, vhich were eperating in

:‘§§~ | A‘Polish tarritery undar oaaupation and 1 ?al&sh areaa
: | inaor?orataa into the Raieh ﬁhat the menticned
s, - bodles made uss of gald looted. rrem m*&vata indt-
‘ vid&a&s fer ths pnrpose of muaetarw gsl& which sean
wed. 8¢ gold eoverage far the banknotes c&rcnl&ta&
'by them on Polish tarwltory, " | )
‘ xn ocnsmemnaa of the abova. 'm Polish
Gavarnmeat have, tharefore, the ‘honour $o draw the"
' atten%l@m of the United ﬁzate@ ﬁevarnaant %o the
'raet that the &efinltian of the gald wh&eh is to be
 Afsuhjeoﬁ to restitutian adapted by the Trtpartite
7ﬁamﬁiaei@n in Brusselz deprives Palana er the
Tpaeaibillty of p&r%ieipatlen 1a the aietribazien @f '

,kw__  gnla round in ﬁarmany, ‘thus serioualy )
'kfafteatlng Poland‘e interests wh&an anaoréing to |
| esﬁimatas, amount to 134,000 kilagraas af para galdg
: _ Ths Pclisb.eavernaent hava, therefore, the
 bonour to request that the deﬂ.nitlen of. gold whieh
116 to b@ eubjeet to reatitntioa be fixaﬁ P extenﬂe&
.?&a~a m&nnar which would enahle the restitutien of
‘ gala ka &aspeile& ovountries alao in those esses wnere
the geld Ioetea from them eontributeﬁ to the 1neraaaa
_ar the &erman monetary gold raserva of te 1ts m&in-
| jtenanoe , o .
. L . , _ ?hs ?ellsh Government hnvo tha hnnoar to re-
g ;gistar at; m:a saxaa time their elam to the gom ro-
*maved by‘the Germans from ﬁhe *Sank von, Banzig“ and
'f.turnad oVer to the Reiehsbankm Phis- geld 13 valnaﬁ at
& ' 'za.aoo Dansig gulldomy $he Polish Gavement are
- .mea.ng their elaia. to the goia om the faot thnt -

‘h%}ﬂi:‘ ?nlan&’a 5overaxgnty axtaaﬁaﬁ to ths “ree "
.v-»fmty of mxg, to wman &amw ‘resouns A

e — 4'~~:—~~‘-—--—???34$98344 £
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. m the tmaty ef Versailles (p&r 100)

| ‘2.' Pvlami wag & ge-owner of the. *Bank von

Dam;lg“ y her _sbare amountiig to 25 % of the 800K,
-Tm Pol i‘;s-h chernmqg& express the “hope that

| th@ -"ébééﬁéi»pmwntad'més’ of ?Péland' -in vitei% oi”'
poma mgzng suffered ewmcue lmues in.ajl

émaains, moluding ner gol& resme, mn he taken

lnto fmmhle ems.aemuen and her amapomt

- euppaﬂaﬂ ‘by the mwd Stat es chement.

R

‘ Repuhl&a. - e

m Poush Govemant havs the hmeur to

naa that aimuar netas bave baen sabmttea to. ths

&ovememts of the tmitaﬁ Kingdnm and me Freneh

'Y“

Wareaw, the 12th of April 1947,

" MINIBTERSTSO SPRAY
ZACRARTCZNYCH

> ‘, )

i anfam the %varmea% ot tha Unlted statas ar Ame-

§
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w«m in ad&:.tmn bréﬁ

ccm«t::n &F mam@a m!msﬁ'm@
| maew, .&prn 19 3947

“eray

i@éregsed To the Ameriean. Ammgzaattor m K
ing & note Aated Ap#Al 12, 1947, pre
£ the Poliah Governuent mitn; T ‘

k naw mte?re& tiw mte M the wliah G&v‘emant

gm t %6 the a%enﬁ&m af‘ the

- Pnrited Htatan rﬁpvwenmnvs em me xa‘wwfxniea

Reparations Agemy. .

Ascept, sir, x‘enawed aesmmea ef my Mgh eon—

- s&daration.g;~

L r— e T T

)

‘Por the Sceretary of Btate:

.

&

y &qkmuleﬁmnﬁ 4w made ar yenv nota or Ap o

:eat: “Bntxsn of mne%ary ga}.a ramé: 1m_ man tarri,tow.
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m mt«ad Btates. Mie@aﬂ.on to the ﬁmmeu of

: B’ﬂﬁeign mnisters pmamta 1ts vamsp,}j "“'fvf"'f?s te the Aﬁar&.aan
1 Waay qg% Bmsaéls aaﬁ smloms i’sx- the znremnan of

| Unl fea, States reprosentative o the Tater-Allied

! wu ns‘ Agem: a copy of «ermmma eoneeralng

a the desize ot mae Polleh Government %o partieipate in

N the. eiat:munan of menetary gua found in derman

l - temtm

. |

§ A Mlosnras:

1.- mm from the Gmrgé diAffaires
‘ad interim of Peland, April 17 1947
‘with emolésure, note from the iouaz;
‘@oVernment, Apr-u 12, 1947, ‘

e %;4;1\9 Department of State, &pﬂl 19,

v
-
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File 37 fﬁ/;?..
Box 2. 47

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to His
Excellaﬁcy the &mhassaﬂor of Polard“é;d hag the honor to rsxer to
{f {3 fg / f 4% f%i
the latter's visit to the Denarnment of Stats on July 12, 1948, as

well as to a memerandum of April 23, 1948 from the Polish Embassy

cencerning various questions currently béing considered by the

avSi-1/616° 008

Go?erﬁmants of ?oland and the United States. The Department has
noted the Embassy's request that ?oland be given a share of the
non-monetary gold which was taken from inmates of eoncentration
camps, & high percentags of whom wore Poles.

"In disposing of nqn-mﬁnetary gold found in its Zons of Ccoupaw-
tion in Germany this Governmsnt is bound by Article 8 of the Firal .

‘Act of the Paris Conferemes on Reparatien of 1945 and by the igrece-

S0

went and Instruetions for the implementetion of this Article which

A/

were adopted by the United States, Prance, the United Kingdom,

Czechoslovalia and Yugoslavia at & conferenge in Paris in June 1946,

4 o2

The essence of these sgroements 1s that the none-monetary gold found Ei
. . . 1% 3

in Germany shell be mide available to the Intergovernmenial Coumittee —

Srrecr U N

‘angﬁefugees and its successors for the rehabilitetion and resettlement -\R;

-
'.‘)
i

f »/t / /J .27’\__“.«" i ) h ’ . ; o
/ et A
/< 345887  ofte
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of the nom-repatriable viétims of Nezi action.
és the Embassy is undoubtedly aware the gli.ght‘and number of
these victims who include former residents or citizens of Poland and
who cannot clgri;a the gséistance of any Government receiving repara-
tian‘ fmm Germany is eonsmergble. In fhe faca' of thg subs‘bgntial
nesd, howsver, tﬁe fundsmade available through the.ﬁiSposi;tim of
non-monetary gold are ’sc small ag to be almost ﬁmsignifiwnt, and
frgm a pmcticél point of view, if no other, iﬁ ‘would be unrsealistie
to attempt to allecate any portion thercof to Polznd or other countries
vhose netiecnals were persecvted in Nazi ccfncentraticﬁ o&r;tpa. |
Insofar as the Polish roquest my be promted by the desire to
give Boms eéMaatian to Polich vietims of Naziism who sre now
'msment, in Poland, tzf,}g Department desirss to 'goint out that Poland
is in the aam»pgsiti@ ag othep Eurapaan counjkries- whicz& likmise
do nqt have aceess to the nm-monetary gold fund for .the purpmse of

compensating their own unfortunste concentration camp victims.

Department of State,

s
R

.{ i
f*‘“f&&ﬁ 17 1948

cc - ISPOLAD Berlin . S
¢ 47
e *Ggf 2

o B
155%11 VJQ 1son :mt 8/’}/4 , EUR 0 FN

EP:AFKieforiomy ﬁ.o/as ST 44y MeoFleteker

Washington,
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Investigate & Report
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Jusnfy

Keep Me Advised
legal Matter
Memo Required -
Not Interested
Note & Destroy

Note & Forward

Aporove & Return jN e & File -
As You Requested .| dPer Telephone Talk
Attention -+ | |Previous Correspon.’
Attach File - _{Priority Action
Comment & Return | |Reconsider
Cony idey " |_jRecommend Actlon
Copying . { _JRecord
Correct | _JReply
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Follow-up | {Rewrite :
Hold _|Signature Required
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ﬁy” CTh harﬁelﬁsAffalnes a’, 1.»has t““ nener. to.refer % °
] kto trie D,partmentwg instruction No 1;, of Marth’ 95, o
gi epardlng ‘difficulties enoozntcroo by & number of g
e ~;tlzens in thevassertion-of their DropcrLy CE o
. ?oland +The:claimants ‘are. generally srall NG
holdero who are':efkmnv rellef anﬁer the” N
", [ o ! D e , !,;le E
i o : **t« oo o
ACTIOH i &) ‘\G‘2
1 Y ”bassy" a,ter recclvlng satl faﬂtory evidmnce of - n
- . COPIES : tnre tng Dersono, - m
TO: - fay :
D2 *ﬁndf;égal statua of.
; : orits Tecaived. are for- . :
‘ ',2»§y 1nqu1rers rn thQ’Unlted States, togeth@ru ; )
f.@';i «1nformatlon of? DOSsible use: to them in . Mf;‘
e 1y ‘
P ' t dfcméd adv1sable by‘a cl 1nant to;imploy Lhe‘;
§ e ' lawyerM“ The? Embrqey ‘generally receives
i O ,espondenco from tna 1nter9ﬂted partJeb,.:
3 'ﬁtgélmm h PV@?, that o numbmr of Oldimanto reéch. M
! fSlOﬂJdg&lpat 1n1t7at1nv actlor for re:t1tat7mn th O
; low,lncome vhlch ay “o QePlVC from Lo
‘ ' ~ & ™
e ntras: ‘dlth Lhe hlgh costs’ oF’reqtorwt ion, taxation o<
P T andt maluteﬂanwe, 21l.of which are controlled strictly )
Lo ‘ by governmental 6ecreos.'~ thérs “doubtless proceed N
. with th&ir claims through-the services of ah’ attcrney, s
‘ The: attadhed: articley, togethar With tranlmt¢on thereof, b
- _June’ 23, - 1948 number “of  the PobothB, a b
- WS auer,JisM@f rntereqt¢and mentlonq some of @
e ; theé%bs acles dlsﬂouraglng pro; erty owner Cfrom taking ‘
R ; é?galn tltle‘te tbell.former holdlngq. IR N
. Ql&.‘ ) .\“ - : o, PR B .
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e penaagy TLhe nlteresied .
Ewﬁvh¢a&may“seek;Jestitutlon of thplr property through
1 énce ‘of 8 rélative or a friend residing in
Lhe nelﬂhborhood wher@ the property is located.: In
Eat ”*W%GTQ ‘the" ra stlt tmon rrocodxi is not com011-

: V. quest¢ons of 1nherthnc , sale under duress
durxng th“;German_o upatlor pos %1bll¢tv of ‘German
citize ;;hlp;of a claimant, or some:. other: legal problem,
th& tltle'to the property may oe Qalned w1thout Te- .

b

AR ML ‘:'

The Emba%sy h&s oeen observimg the nroblems'which
have arlvep,‘owlng to the nece551ty in a number . of"

’:'}"
:(‘
Lan. abtorney in: order to galn
roblems wereAacute at the tlme ‘

1nstanc¢, ......

furs to. hefshlp“ To h1m 1n rbturn For qms ass 1“*ﬁnceo
Another dttorney refuqeo to, represent an ‘American
c1tlzén.bacau¢9 he had réceived vanilla which he had
requested in. the férm.of. %thkS instead of flakes.

Now that .the’ OﬁflClﬁl ‘exchange .rate .is.at 400 zlotys

to the" dol]ar, such questions no ‘longer arise, -and
aLtornev fees’ appear more reasonable to the clalmants,

The pos1t1@n of an attorney in Doland is often :
comnlicated by ‘the . fact t at hée finds it necessary to-
meet certain exmenses in represmnting-propertv inte= .
rests, auch Xtrgvellnp eXPenses and costs of:repairs
] tely in orderto’ COMUly.Wlth governmental
“he attornﬂj may b@ w1111ng to advance:
¥ hut ah.adv ance. mlvht be con-

regulatlbns._

ay
the umbdsay that Pollsh lawy@rs havg beep<ddv sed by

tnelr assoc&ation uhat 1t ‘Was: pre ferable not to muke’w~

HEJS “in. certaln caseg 1n ootainﬁng advance. pa Jrent nd
the fact that under pr@sant circumstances the property
would often -of no value: to the owner after the - -
queqtlon of tltle has been. cleared some attornevﬁ are
not eager. to repr sent. Amarlcan cla:manta. In this
.connection. 1t may. b@ meﬁtloned that a promnnont Warsaw
attorney requested that his name be removed:from the
.meassy .3 11¢t of:ﬂttorneys.x\Thic s1tuattdn 13, of

~, Wh ~kollsh attovnpy arc Ienre—
sentlng thelr &merlcan cllents 1n 'Satlsfﬂctory manner .

The Embassy
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mhe Empassy has investi gntan inso?ir as’ po sible
wbether prescfrewhas been bro¢nbt to boar on sttorneyﬁ

PRl On]y
one’attorney,wthe warsaw attormey feferre& to above,
- has® 1ndlcwted\thdt btrong hznie reached Him lndiomtlno
that: the' Eollsh povprnment does aot look favorably on’
hisﬁadtintieﬁi *Thiq atuornev however, nas not

o tgné@s where ]arao American 1nteres?s
lamljlar W ’égdl procpdure hav encountered serlous
dlf;lﬂuitles 1in securing Polish. legal- talent. Polish '’
epresenting.smerican interests, however,
should not expect to ~appear. for their clients in an’

g Cof riendliness:’ and cooperation. The very-
th @resont Polish governm@nt forblds such
atmospheresand coopetation, .hut, taken as a whoie,
Hollohbof¢5c1als &rownot eptlrely uncooperativel It
remalns ' 't Dbe.séen to what @xt@nt the servs
i S Holish attbrnejq may-be efféctive:  As’ stated-
TSawW. attorpév, it may be wiser- for certain
Americazn CW"manca‘FUL to soend their good money in _
an effort £0 rd cuperate thalr 1nvastmerts or propertlos
in Pdlan Thls 4itudtion. may-explain‘why & number of:
clainsnt. d951re t@«use the free services of -the Depart—
ment mnd the mbaSSy to the Luljest DOSlele extﬂnt

nid . RTINS S
The Fmbasgy ha q1ven attenflon to thexnoq31billty
, of establlhnlng . sphedule of attdérneys' fees and has
' “voncJu31on that any' sghedule. which mjght be’
gstabllshedgwodld oé{of no- practicsl value. ' Thé vari=
ety of serv1ées_requested are numerous,‘and the facts
and qumstiono involvéd. in the:various .casés are of a
naturé -not readily rec duced to monetary values. Condi-
tions 'vary in the differant parts of Poland, and it
would be most difficult to establish-a qenﬂral ulaqﬂlw ,
flcution of ~°rV1ces and ralated fees.a s -

KA

‘\mbaosy has erlored Lhe po %lollltj of brlnv—v
ing to +the attention of ‘the Pollch government the B
claima t"proo@rty 1ntorﬁ5ts of American. citizens. von-‘
sideration wav_ﬂlvpn‘vo a plan that individual cases
mlght be reported to a qualsfzed oovernment 1 agency
in Warsaw. Representatlves of the pmbassy discussed
the matter with ‘the 1reﬂtor of the Boonomic-Depar rtment
of tnefwlnlstry ‘of Foreign Affairs-on May 259, 1949
The entire-subject. was. brought: to his ttentzon, and
the dlff1Cult1uo'enc suntered by American citizens in -
attemptlng 10" s5dert their legdi rlrhts and interests’
in Poland. wereﬁpartloularly stressed:: It was. mentioned
to this ofiffielsl "that! the,lfinistry mightibe - interested’

abl 1's "’procedure by which the. 1nterest“ of
the American . CltlZ”nS concerned coulﬂ be reporte@‘to a‘ o

designated
SN o 345888
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‘ﬁentgkbari1cular1y with the Ministry of Justice. 'The :
‘legal radviser meﬁt1on“d alsotthat he had conoulted )

. ‘).*-_ vy e

- |

‘d Slgnated office where .records vaht ba.maln*¢1nca.r

vﬂlr@ctor of the Pnonomlc Dﬂuartment

_s 1Po 1 ”dvl§er “to whom he ex Dlaln@d hwe
'in the nresonﬁo of “the Pmbdnuy repre-
25 de:ided That thn quest¢on would be

mbe
-per m@ntlonﬂf Howovar _ at *he rpalatra-
.“' Wlaims with the “lﬁLBtT ;oY any cther
¢y, of the Polish’ government. mlght not - ellmlnatc
the ne”esclty of .thé claims to vro;eriy being made
pefsre the oomootept dgcncwas in accordance with the
.,19+‘~’t P L. FIRR oo ) R N

‘e

elay oncaslon@d bj Lraval 1n_A
ﬁuounLrle; by the legal adVLjer,

m on July, . 19, 1948 that the guestion had been
up vith varicis: Offlulal 'of the. Dollsh gZovVern-

s i et it

o

the author 6f the Law of March 2, 1946, Te explained
Lhat‘tho m1n1qtry of'“orﬁivn'affalrs aid not F?nm it
Uractwcable Ahat-the Enbagsy” report hm intare tﬂuoi
Ameripan citizens in abandoned Dropertv or )thor such

Drobertf ‘to the Jollsb""rovernmeat " He ‘added that the '
reports-=would be too numerous. and “nat the recording
of tae pronertv 1nt¢rvmps wzth the government would f

serve no nseful'purposa. It wauid not dispense com-
pliance with the Law of March 2, 1944, “e.further

stated that the question of th@ interssts of small
property owners was- quite different. to the interes ts .
involving nationalization’ of large property, ﬁ%p"03a11J \
1ncustr1al property. The latter-class of property

“involves only a lJmltP@ number of cases which the

Embassy has dlr@aév reported to the Ministry of Com-
me;pe,and_lnduotry,'

In, dlSPuS"lnﬁ‘tﬂP several aspects of the imerican

OWners assertlny their cla@ms to Dropertw, the legal
advisertalso. 'stated that it Wwas hot necesisry to employ

- a lawyer where the owner of the property could be

represented by a relative or friend.  He added, however,
that a repres entative of scme sort was necessary and:
that the owner could not file his claim by lette

with the District Ligquidation Office or the court.

The legal adviser suggested that a representative of

the Embassy might sct in hehalf of the interested
American citizens. In this connection it was explained
that representativés of the Embassy are, as a rule,

noL permlttpd to act as abtornevs for American citl/ens.

Iniview'of the c1rcumstances as.outlined ahove,
the mbassy ig“of the opinion that no marked denar*uro

‘should e made from thﬂ nreésent procedure which mee ts

the demamdé
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o 'i;the demaxds of the claimants in the majority of cases.
Sl An effort will be made to add the names of. ]awye*s to

t the 11st of attorneys who would be interested in T@U~

©resenting swall clalms at reasconable fees. The name

”'gof attornmys not interested will be dsleted. With tne
Department's apwroval, it might prove profltahle for
the Embassy to- cLuglJy select attorneys in cases
where the‘claiwants are nnahle themselves to secure
legal services. The usual waiver of responsibility
would, of ccurse, have tc be made most clear where a
1rWVQT is s@leoteﬁ by the Embassy.

The . tawing over of a more active role by the .

Embassy +dn. reDPGQentlng American interests might be
explorpﬁ further.. It 1s the opinion of tﬂlq O!fl e,
however, that. reépresentatives of the Embassy should
not undertake t6 ‘act as sttorneys for the claimants.
Apart from the many questions of law and other compli=-
cated matters, there would also exist matters of han-
dling funds and accounting therefor. The acceptance
by the Embassy of a few cases at the beginning would
later become a general practice and would reguire the
expansion of the limited facilities here., It goes
without saying that additional funds for employing
additional personnel would be reguired.

The Embassy would appreciate receiving the De-
partment's views, - o

Enclosures: fl”w{

1. UNewspaper article
2. Translation of newspaper article

35C General
JHMadonne/JAN/1m L
To Department in original and ozalid
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~~" DEPARTMENT OF STATE . = . o

THE LEGAL ADVISER

. tive of the Embassy might act in behalf of the interested
. Americen citizens. It must be evident ‘that nmullification of the
. remedies of American citizens, and of the sctivities of the'

Department on their behalf, by default in Poland (or elaewhere),,

% ia not desirable.
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FROM: L/C - Samuel Herman' -~ ‘%“*“ﬁy ) :f
/ ' / &':" ‘
RE: -Despatch ‘No. 468 Warsaw, July 26 1948 \111
S
‘ L/C would -appreciate receiving ‘the benefit of your views . ., L
"~ on the above despatch. o ML
M
The problem 18 of substantial practical and general impor- o
tance. The despatch is fairly comprehensive. Your attention S

, 1s directed to the suggestion, among others, that 8 represanta- ﬁ

~
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‘ mpt already made
v i *.-modus,. vivendi with: ¢}
g «Affairs;'as Teported -,Inndespatoh No.
U y" 26 1948 with respect to notice and filing

'irernmentﬁ::s %Re presentat ivesh tof} ,the@,Embaasy 3
_~‘matter rullymwith the:‘competent:officials ¢
m Depa\rtment" oﬁ @thev*mmstry sof Roreign . = o

stimey:to dnter-" . oy
t.-ryﬁ“in festabkishing ra procedure "whareby%»\y N

p : alns' 1a1ms‘ for cempensat:bongf nat, = o

perty" which fare. filedgkatw;the offic ofagthega% o ;
R ‘w’i[.egalwAdvisan‘f Ministry of:Industry jand: sCommerge,;;and - . ‘

"i’welaimaafomwar lossges compensation, -which.are:filed - at ..

S J‘an“’ 5£Lice iknownsas iDepartméntsVIIT, *Ministry, of. s«mnanoe.,.:
BEThe of‘fice salse.;accepts claims.m’or deposita ﬂii,\n AAAAA

: fthis ‘typeiiof clam‘ This. official stated . thét the Po~
' is eager-to be relieved of the : ,,,,, ‘
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. abandona&j§tumh ?endxoﬁﬂtheuwaraand;$hat%the<Decree of@;"
"MﬁrbhﬁSQ”'946¢was;drawn* up: to.;provide .a.-procedure as ...
hefgranting»ef_restitution(to
personadablay~':producoﬂewvdence of ownership.. . District
Liquidat;on Offices were put in charge of the managemant
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the: 3roceduroaAnRacoursextOuthe liquidation
ofrboeswwasmav lablé; torpersonswofnalluortheualliedﬁ«;
nationalitiess sprovided sapplications were:filed prior to
Deoember*BI??&9&8.§g33wrightful .owners may:: still gain
restﬁtutiensby$recourse;to%nermalyeourt“pnocedure, By
least cuntiliDecember «31, 1953 ; sthe: Polishwgovernment,ﬁ
‘@ccordingitor the¥Legal"Adviaer, ‘does jnotysee ja need for.,.
S - establishingia eentralfoffice~forxfilinghrestitution~»
LT cbaimeﬁ'Afterw1953wor«l955, sdepending in.each.case:upon
V,‘ ; thevélassification«inwhichithe . present ocoupant would

r .

- be considered, it would be possible for the actual occu-
pants’ tOﬂgainhtitlevtowthowproperties by prescription,
thasi oausingrthaxpropertynrightsbof other claimants to..

. : and~6ruthe prooédﬁb ,,,,,, onbeafollowedghthqyresponsibility
for further action ahould rest with the persons concerned
3 imitodqoaaes .where; 1%~ 1awestablished that

Was T Invanb.efl t&togassa e adequate 1egal assistance to
tha&claimants& thaaambassy has&endeavored% qspecially

- ‘durin; arecent*months it toxlearn of; anyeattorneysgwhose
namaa*are’include@%on§itsmlist of-attorneys, who: are not..
o » - wildingrsitorserve: Amarican«claimants to:the; best; of: their
L ' #abiliﬁy; Thus far*fhowever;A¢hismofrice has. learned of
R . ondy

A ,;‘a meivedrbw«thauﬂmbaseykfromlattorneys'inmPoland indicating
. L that meny.of the property owners, including those with

' . - small¥oleingis do. ‘Securerthe: services; of:local,attorneyss,.
andnmhere&areeno”seniousrindicationSmthat suchﬁserviees
ara&not~genorally~satisraetory.%gThe number of
thepﬁmbassy”has beenu y

f£a ::0f ithe: t orneys,tOvcom-
icl&imants ‘or; their. United. . ;..
it{appeared that the

$tx "-&&HHW - '{5}: 1’ ‘{,«‘s
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i gy idence. ,pﬁ.,.th’e% Ahat, ‘many”, T ”er't;y é 1aimnts
are sotinuric

: Op
ating\with atterneys ‘I Polaénd and are ob-
taining adequata agsistance is containedwinhxhe,enclosed
January 15, gl91:9 T , Adam. .

< Li

."aWarsaw attorney\ ’
fhe“action whioh“he as

dases Tor’‘American
y“ai eri’~

b Ly .
to»co&er*%xpenditures 1ncurred and to cover fees for his
services may not be received.

“In accordance with the Department's suggestion, the
Embassy is prepared to seek a competent attorney in any
cagse where the claimant has met with serious difficulties
in obtaining the consent of a Polish attorney to assist ‘
him in the assertion of his property rights.. The claim=
ant would, of course, be made to understand that.neither
the Embéssy nor 'the Department. of State can assume re-
3ponsibility in any way for. the services rendered or the
fees which may be charged by the attorney. selected,

y With regard to the" Bepartmant's observation that
there aré a number of claims to properties in Poland
whioh appear to. be dormant, it should be born in mind
that ‘probably meny of these claims- involve estates of.
persons killed in the. ghettos or in the .Germen. concentra=-
tion. and extermination camps:.in. Europe. To gain title

o operties usually requires unending search for

3

; iwerth only a fraction of their prewar values, and it
’ is safe to assume that much of the property for which
claims are received would be worthless if recovered by the
claimants. Most of the. buildings which were not completes.
ly destroyed during the war were damaged or suffered from
pillage and_laek of up-keep. Heavy expenditures would
8 " truction and repairs. Rentals
. ¥y, law, and, strict. controls and in
additfonsaré*taxed‘t “‘guch” an’ exﬁéﬁ% ‘that the balance left
to the owners is often not sufficient to cover maintenance

costs,.’ Sale values, owing to the present political situa-
tion in Polend, are :proportionately small, and the proceeds
therefrom cannet be withdrawn from this country due to re-
'trietions of the Polish Foreign Exchange Commission.~
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. he. Embassy would appreciate an opportunity to in-.

I est»Qate specific. complaints lodged with the Depart-

[ i nnent, and -dscertaln’ what the facts are here in Poland,.

]va:g . *j,meithen.with regard to ‘accusations ageainstiindividual at-
‘\JL‘ - - ‘torneys or fallure by the Embassy to teke action in

i' ; o

|

|

i

!

i

8pecific.cases. It is felt at this office that some
,claimants are: perhaps unwilling for various reasons to
.- Randle; their.:own claimg  and would prefer the gratis
3of

servi 'S ;the* epartment and the Embassy.

o The“officer 1n charge of the Consular bection of
-the Embassy is -familiar with the subject of this report
+ and is: proceeding to-the United States on home leave ‘
ibeginning ?arch next.v He will call on the interested
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'To the American Embassy
Consularzbepartment
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peﬂt,efvthe@repessessien
of abandoned propertias, ‘I have filed, previous to the
313t;ult.,vwith~the competent local Law Courtg appro-

duly informed by me thab.  have tok getion"in their
interests and. reqnested to provide the necesaary aoou~
mentso ' .

an ‘her categery of claimants, 1neluding

L D: ere not direct owners of properties which

they ‘desire to reposseas, but merely distant relatives

of the original cwiers, most of them deceased or killed
T . . ‘

b 4 the 181 :
Decres, ‘and require prev ous“settlemen o) heritage pro=
ceedings likely to be most oomplicated in & number of
cases,

Claimants
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-




£

.them to let me know whether they desire
me to proceed with their claims under theﬁcircumstances ‘

"whzensror of Polishncitizensmresident”in ‘the .U.S. A., the

1atter category ineludes personsﬂowaerman origin some;f

ot whom enjoy UiSEAS citizenship, ‘but. obtained naturali-
zationigertificates since the war.e“Suchipersons are, in

‘the‘provisions,of‘the Civil Proceinre..

: . g A :‘4.\"“'71?' 'ﬂ,‘w\m . ‘

o As;I amfanxiousithatyy ur office is, 4n . future,‘
fully informed .of . the- position”of thehinterests of  Ameri-

B ﬁcenv”laimants“ *enolose two lists or cases I was ‘rea

"‘R‘

: category,wspecify ngwwith which Law Court the-application
1 forxrepossession has been. filed 'and the other applying

. to. claiments under*the‘latterfcategory in. whose ‘cases
- ., actlo is-still, pending. _ '“??‘ﬁn

"v‘;" IO

‘,?" olusionﬁfltshould like to emphasize that the
e handling or the cases. under reference ‘entailed very con-

siderable wor *“particularly in 80 far as preliminary in-

vestigations- of . Land Records; . etc. were concerned,. and,
”oonsequently, considerable expenses moreso as certain
w Co-

tﬁ&d“ff rtson;my part and will remit to me
: 3, un@s“to cover expenditure elreedy incurred on
theiribeh lf and Courthoharges, to say ;nothing of the

v & T
’ \ ‘1

, ' .‘3?similar natters gives no assurance that
-*wclientswwillﬂprovide the necessary fundso' oo

£ }»Mr.,n.'fohn He, Madonne,"
'jAmerican ConsulﬂGeneral
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\%ffof cases ror,the repossession of properties in Poland
‘Aqfile twit Eha  competent: Law-Courtdon behalf of
gt &a&rw*rasidents of the United States.

Ay, e 1Y

1. Helen and Solomon Anusewitz (Anuszewicz), represanted;by~
I BenaGreenman, Attorney at Law*‘New Ybrk. >

RN

2:applieations filed wiéh thé La# .Court 1n Warsaw.
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2. Hubertharonowski of Lake Mahopac-New YOrk.

” [RE RIS

2«&p§ii¢ations filed‘with the Law Court 1n Kluczbork.
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ﬂiﬁgh) Bromberg;ﬁrepresented by E. coke Hill,
Attorney*at Lew, San Francisco.

" 3. ‘Boriich

1mappl«%§tion‘filed with the Law Court 1n Warsaw.

,m? f’(ﬁ i,«,‘g' ‘t(""ﬁ ' ‘Qﬁ X“Z\“& tﬁ 3 . «‘ 2, -

Lo Tack. Jeromsky (Jérozolxmski) of Brooklyn, N. Y*i:

LI )

2 applicatiqns filad with the*Law Court 4n zomzs.‘
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5. moaeph'KeciK“cr Los Aﬁgéles.
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1 application filed with the Law Court in Grudzigdz.
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qn fileg with the Law Court 1n Zielona G&ra.‘

. o »,l*,
oy ‘“’h‘fq iy ?‘.l?‘.ﬁ EX IR

"”ﬂ‘idor, Attorney S

7. Ruchlau£é§1 - re na§§n$9:
at Law, Hartford,‘conn.\
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liappli%ﬁtion“fil a’ with tha Law COurt 1n Sokolaw o

R L R ey, Lo
fil d with the Law Court”in Wrooxaw

i
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!applﬁcatib

-9 Merris Schwartz of. New Ybrk.

2 applications filed with the Law Court in Lipno.'

10. Abraham Schweitzer of Bronx, N. Y.

1 application filed with the Law Court in Ozeladz
1 " Bedzin

{ N

11. Fana Spiegelmann, represented by Ralph Nathanson,

- Attorney at Law, Oakland Cal. 4 o
e 1 applicatlon filed with the- Law Court in Warsew, J
. V;lz"Gertrude Zenses of. New YOrk. : ‘ "
o 1 application filed with the Law Court of Zielona Gara.
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cases involving: heritage proceedings, to be dealt
with under normel civil procedure.,

- o "o

l. Claimant’ (name unknown) represented by William Abhotts,
: counsellor at Law, Trenton N. J. .

2. W. H. Benell Astoria Li T ’
3. E. H."Dau, Kenmore, N. Y.
| Q;,Wande M;'Haag, Lewiston' N. Y.

:5.'Fr1tz Hailer, Lawyer, Detroit representing unnamed
: claimant.(

6. M. Hochman, Bronx, N:- Y.

e b B -

7.’Helmuth Joel, Bronxville, N. YQ ' ‘
8. Max Kut, New York. | I | AR
9.‘Fran9is_Pfotenhauer; New York. |
10, Theodor Roik, Atlentic.City, N. J.
11, Martin H. Fath, Attorney at Law, San Francisco repre-
i senting unnamed client. . N » |
12, R, Matuezczak &. Ce., Chicege. e ‘_' ‘ : ‘f S !

~ 13; Milton M. and Bernard Jaoobs, Counsellors at Law, New
B Yerk, representing Samuel Weisser. '

1@. Herbert He Prauer Chicage.\

l
- o g
lS.{Joseph M.‘Paper, San Francisco,. Attorney at Law, S '1

, representing Henry Platt. . : ]

16. Jaok Stettmann Attorney and Counselor, Detroit,
‘ representing a number of unnamed.clients.
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