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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
CENTRAL TRANSLATING DIVISION

[TRANSLATION]
TC NO. 43657
T-3/RIII
French
May 9, 1947,
NOTE

GOLD of the NATIONAL BANK OF BELGIUM MELTED DOWN
by the PRUSSIAN MINT and TRANSFERRED by the REICHSBANK
to the CENTRAL BANK of the REPUBLIC of TURKEY

—— - - — - — -

I. | Description of Documents Making 1t Poéé;ble to
Dggggmlng the Disposition of the Belgian Gold Transferred
to‘Ggrmgnx. |

The account books of the Reichsbank and the regis-

ters of the Prussian Mint make it possible to determine
accurately the disposition of the Belgian gold which
France was ob11ged to send to Germany in 1940-194%2,
although the physical form and the number of bars and
coins which compriaed thé Belgian deposlt in the Bank of
France have been greatly changed by the melting operations
performed by the Prussian Mint. ‘ '

likewise -
It has/been poesible to follow these operations

’thrOugh“thé correspondence exchanged between the Deparﬁment
. of Preécious Metals (Edelmetall Schir) and the Hauptkaése '
/fCentral Cashier's Officq/of the Relchsbank. |

Among the principal account booka of the Relchsbank

‘which give specific information concerning:

internal
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Origin of the.Go_ ?Transferred
The photocopy of page 9. of “the large account book, g'

"Asservat Der"; of the Reichsbank (Encloeure No I)

ghows that on May 27 1943 the . Reichsbank transferred
“249 highgrade 1ngote 10 the Central Benk of the' Republic
Those ingots, numbered 39, 980 to 40 328

of Turkey.,
(ﬁg’ by the: Reichsbank, the numbers being written on‘t“ . ‘
D s;gluedAto the 1ngots, represent a gross weight of !
5,054 . 591kg or'34074,czokg of fine metal. “ Ce
. ‘_‘ | }
!
|
|
|
!
;
%
Ingot Nosi

39,080 to 41, 575; aflmtj_ﬁi

41,574 to 41,754-'

i

Kg.o
Ll T 22 024 1755W”
R 5--.,61_8_0

37,044 to 37,045 -
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“Asservat Der“ acccunt upon presentation of vouchers made

out at dates which do not agree exac by?with the chronolc—'
(1)

An argument 1n favor of thls interpretation Is

gical crder of the physical operations.

furnighed- by the “Job-Book“ (Enclosure No. 2) in whrch-(
the transfer ef gold t0 Lurkey is mentioned under date of'
May 28 1946 and not of May 27 as 1n the “Asservat Der”
account - while the entry in that account 13, however, :

mentioned under May 29‘,”

The wcrding of these two entries 1n the

“Jcb-Bbck“ constitutes an additional procf of the Belgian

origin cf the'gold sold by the Reichsbank to the Central
Bark cf the Republic of . Turkey.

(3) Laatly, ‘a’ letter from the Hauptkasae to the

étitumione
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‘tot&lllng 249 bars of a'grOSS'we

'gold..

h 'RG 57 wun
f’e‘»su,or/l//ﬂ 7%49 Ent /éigff,/;eé*

Byéléhwgaai Z f F||'e ‘5

'lvBank of Tﬁﬁkey of*bars 39980 40228

bars the Reicnbank held 6365 bars of Q. ; 88 welght of

78,9414 067 5 kg. or 78 025 L2, 5 ki@ograw

.s;of flne g@ld

and the next succeedlng entry shows ‘& res lng holdihg of

0116 bars, of 75 886 h?é 5 groS"ﬁ 5 kgu flne

’ana of‘7 978 122_

Tne xransactjon is further eV1'en d;by & oove’lng_note

346548
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GOPY’ | SECRET
To be added to memo. on gold.
i }IPfleT IIT.

The Central Bank of the Regublic of Turkey holds ,--

'a quantity of bare of monetary gold of Io‘

quality 6T flneness end also an amount of gold 00wn
equally suepected'of heVing reaened‘Tunkey~tnrong@
German nan&sefln‘view of the speoial9de§§e&ation§ﬁby

Germany of gold 001n looted in the occupled countries,

themselves of low titre of fineness the three

a quantity, Wthh for the present and until the contrary

~

is shown they must continue to estimete at not less tnan

5 tons, held by - the Gentral Bank -is no less o’f

origin than. the 249 bars referred to in Parts I'wnd II of
this memorandum.“ ' ‘ ' |

The three Governments therefore propose“

the Turkish Government in fulfllment of ' thie principle of

restitutlon of looted property and in narmony W
course. taken by other Governments ( e. By of Sf'
'of other countries hy whom in: the 1ike circumstancee
restitution has been made) should restore bne equivalent
of 3, Gb7 32 kilogrammes of flne gold as mentioned in .

Parts I and II of this memo, and a full equlvalent in

reepect of other acqulsltlons of gpld of looted orioin

whether, in: bars or coi B o o 346038
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‘ TO - }:* Mr. B‘a{{iﬁg‘r . .

FROM ~Robert Donhauser )

T

'>”SUMECI Proposed Draft of?Gold Note to the Turkish Goveriﬂe”'

Wi g e R I,
g b L ' You will recall that McCombe's fir‘t erft 0
o concerning the geld ‘held: in ‘the -Centra '

believed to have VPeen looted. by the @

into. two partss The first- part concerned the P:
the transaction between the Central Bankwof Turk

AT
g o s s cinn AR

ey pe
sl

original note - which cencerned the‘B 5;jy‘ﬁ
3 tons of miscellaneeus and»nnspe SRS
v“‘the n te,\McCombe ‘st :ﬁgu,‘f
representatives désired to exehan Y dl
Bank of the Republic of Turkey wh Ao
%d for the present and until the contrary hi#g’@
must contirde to: estimate ‘riot. 1é8s . ;];Q i
by the- Central ‘Batnk {s no 1éss of lo A
249 bars referredrto 1n parts 2 andﬂ NPT

“other acquisitionswof geld of 1eoted;"'"7
or in coin., - 2

346563
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After. you 1eft Ankara, McCombe drafted another note,
which the attached note resembles exoept for a few minor
changes. McCombe, . Moore,*and I thought that it would not
be advarntageous to. show: our hand as the first draft had
envisaged, and that consequently, ‘1f we were to’ present a
note on gold, it should.be -in general ‘terms’ without
specific information. = If the Turkish Government following
the receipt of ‘this note wad still unwilling to..disclose
"the information, it was suygested that tae history of the -
gold bars be outlined in detall, but- until that' time the’
general phraseology of the attached draft would - suffice.

You will note that in the attached draft specific
mention is made of Belgium &nd the- British Government: in -
assoclation with the U.S. and France "identify" as having
come into the’ possession of the Central ‘Bank 249- bars of
gold. .In addition, the note states that the ithree - -
governments .desire "inguiry" into the naturé and subsequent.
history of some 20,000 coins and 100 kilos gold ingots 2
delivered to the Turkish duthorities by .Swiss. officialse
(This, you will recall, is the gold which the Turks musk
admit to be in their possession.) ‘The note further requests
that an lnquiry and history be made of the misoellaneous
gold coin and bars of low titre recently the subgect of

‘correspondence between the Central Bank and the. Bank .of -
England. The note concludes with the proposal that ‘the
Turkish Government deliver the equivalent of* 5, @OO ’
kilograms of fine gold "or such other smount as may.be

established by &. conference of experts representing the

UK, USA, France -and Turkey as the reasonable’ estimate of -
the amount of ‘looted monetary gold over which the: Central
Bank has had in its possession."

The following inquiries seem to be in order~‘i

l. Why does McCombe 1imit the gold delivered}by the
Swiss to the Turks to that which belonged to the Dresdner
" Bank? ' On Septembeér 3, 1945 the Swiss: Legation turned over
to the Turkish authorities the following amounts' o :

(a) Dresdner Bank - 20, OOO gold coin and lOO kilos"
. : .of gold ingots.bt,g‘ , '

“("

346564
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(b)) Property of German Reich - 143, 6 kilos of gold
- ‘” ingots," 12 ?99 eoins and -
- 250 OOO BT. .

- 0f the Turkisn Lira a certain amount was retained by the
Swiss Legation to wind up the affairs of its speclal section
for German interest. In the draft of this: note McCombe .
gave me, ‘he includes ‘the full total of 32, OOO rgodd colns
and 243.6 gold kilos. For some reason that sum. has been
fchanged in this draft. ’ :

. Ze. Would 1t not be’ better In the note to mention the
_specific . date ‘upon which the transfer occurred? oo

RS v

- 5. After making reference te spe01fic amountStexcept
for the miscellaneous gold coins, why does’ he .end by = . ..
requesting the restitution of a lump sum of 53 O@@ kilos*

‘ OE:RDenh&user:dcs
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