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/O T The Federal Department of Justice and Police announced on Mach

os5 [usia | NsA | 13, 196k that SF 9,L7#million of heirless assets had bBeeén reported to

3 it under the Act of December 20, 1962, The Act and Regulations there-

under required banks and other custodians-of property to report their

| holdings of "heirless assets" to the Department in the six-month period
~ending-March.l, 196h. 'Heirless assets" are defined as assets of

foreigners missing since 1945 who were or may have been the v:_ctlms

. of rac:.al, rellg:_ous or political persecut'lon. ~

The SF 9eli7 mllllon involves 961 foreign or stateéless owners
and consists of bank, postal, and savings accounts, matured msurance ‘
o «!/ claims, securltles, Jewelry, and other forms of wealth.. ‘

e : « - )
Ve \ , The Department of Justice and Police issued cormuniqués on 'June

20 and August 30, 1963 and January 13, 196L drawing attention to the ‘Act -

and to the duty of reportlng heirless asséts to the Department. These
zotmuniqués were sent to organizations and individuals which held or
administer property and appeared in full or in summarized form in host
of the Swiss press., The Department of Justice. and Police now ekpects
to institute proceedings -of a legal nature (appointment of administra=~
tors, utilization of missing person statutes, and inheritance laws) -
to determine the persons entitled to the assets. .If no such persens
exist, the property will become part of a fund which the Federal Assembly
will d:l.spose of after talcmg into accou.nt the orlgln of the fund. .

Comment: Accordlng to the Department of Justlce and Pollce not all the
SF 9,547 million may be "heirless assets" as deflned in the Act. Some
- banks and custodians have evidently acted cautlously and reported

'lproperty to the governmment authorities which may not all fall under
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the Act. The DepaftmentAof Justicé and Police will ha%e to dééldeiihltlally
whether this property is covered by the Act before legal proceedings may be
instituted to determine the persons entitled to it.. The amount of such

"doubtful" property has not been dlsclosed.,

For the Charge d'Affalres, a.i,

Henry B. Cox

First Secretary of -Embassy

% One Swiss Franc = approximately US $0,23101L5

wie

' Recormérided action: The Départment may wish to maké this information

 available to United States residents and - or citizens interested
in the legislation described above.
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G entlemen: ‘ f e ﬁ/EH‘Q
1 have been informed by the Jew1sh “ational Ually Faper, "
" The Da y", of the assets held in banks in Switzerland in the name of
Jewish Eeople slain in G ermany during- "crld War 11.
‘ I had an Aunt and Uncle who were among these people and I.
think that the y also had assets in Switzerland at the time, as I
had received letters and also money from them at that time . b
A The Uncle was my father's brother and his name wasbMax Gluck
and his wife's name was Pe ppi. They lived in Dortmund, Ha:wsastmausse ,
Germany. The last letter I received from them was some time in 1939 . <§
Can you please help me to find out if there 1is any property &

in Switzerland belonging to my Uncle and, Aunb and if so, how can I
apply for same as next of kin. :

y
If there is any other 1nformatlon you need , I can furnish
same upon reouest. , ‘

Anything you can do gor me in this respect will be most
d=eply and sincerely appreciated.

I

AN

RNy

; &g
Thanking wou in adv ance, L[ am, !

 lost “inceré ly yours, <

| | By

hoses Gluck ' : :%

' . . L SYANP ((/ 2o \

Moses GUluck ' : M%/Y /IL/> ¢ \ (*Q(/él h

65 =50 Wetherole St, gfff/f
Rego Park, N.Y. ‘
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" The Resolution enacted by the Swiss Parliament on  ~ -

}\4&/ s g

December 20, 1962 concerning assets of foreign nationals T

/cT/
or stateless persons who were victims of racial, religious,_ v ’!*’

s
{4

or political persecutions, became effeotive on September 1, d,m
1963.

e‘e’

4

a

The property to which this legislation applies is éf

a completely private nature. It had been deposited by

persons, who have not been heard fromésince 1945 and could :j?
be presumed to:be dead, with banks, iﬁsurance companies,. |
fiduciary societieé, or with attorneys, notaries and/br -0
private individuals who, ﬁnder Swiss‘iaws, were subjecf to

either banking: buginess, or professiénal secreqy. The‘ ' %;
problem wés how to make such propert%avaiiable’forAdistribu- ~'t4
tion to the rightful heirs or other successors in interest (4

"whose names were unknown to the holdefs of the property.

This problém has been solved by the Federal Resolution
of December 20, 1962 by lifting for tﬁose assets the secrecy
‘imposed by law. Ohce these assets havéébeen reported, they
will be governed by the applicable 1aw§ pertaining to

decedentsn estates, as provided by article'g of the Resolution.

As is well known, the reported assets have been evaluated
at nine and a half million Swiss francs or two and a half

.million dollars and belong to 961 forelgn or stateless owners.

Lo

%b\& Coluser 247004
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This is far from reaching the amount of several hundred
million dollars rumored by certain quarters on the basis of

false hopes and erroneous notlons of the Swiss bank secret.

The Swiss authorities are appointing £-0r the property
of each owner a cuétodian who willfbe‘charged with securlng.
an official declaratlion of death or disappearance. It will
then be his duty to make a search>for the heilrs in order to

transfer to them the assets to whiéh theyAare entitled.

The Office of Unclaimed Alien Assets of the Division
of Justice in Berne has prepared a;form (enclosed herewith)_
to be filled out by persons belleving to have any rights to
such property. However, such forms submitted to that Office
do not assume the character of a ”claim“,-but are merely an

"additloenal method of faciiitating’the search for and deter-

mination of the rightful successor in interest.

This form may be obtained at the following addresses:

= Office of Unclaimed Alien Assets
‘Bivislon of Justice
Federal Department of Justice and Police
Monbljoustrasse 11
Berne (Switzerland)

- Consulate General of Switzerland
Ll Madison Avenue
Ngw York, N.Y. 10022_
~ HEmbassy of Switzerland
2900 Cathedral Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
The completed forms should be sent to the Office of
Unclaimed Alien Assets in Berne‘ There is no deadline for

submitting these forms because it i1s the duty of the custodian

247605
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RETHER,

to trace the heirs. In fact, it is possible that a person
who did not send a form‘might be contacted by a custoedian
who discovered that he was an heilr, whereas applicants

might receive a negative answer from the foice of Unclaimed
Alien Assets because thelr names do npt appear in the 961

cases.

In order to avoid misunderstandiﬁgs, it is necessary
to point out that the applications made by persons believing
to have any rights or interest in th§ assets in guestion
cannot lead to‘claims against the Government of Switzerland,
but only against privately oﬁned proﬁérty arising out of
rights of succession to decedehts' eétates. Consequently
there 1s no responsibility whatseeve# on the part of the

Swiss Goverrnment with respect to those applications.

Washington, D.C., f
June 19, 1964, ;

Encl

25
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ANGIER BIDDLE DUKE

Ho"g;gg;’""""“;j N P BNTERNATHONAL | CABLE : INTERESCUE, NEW YORK |
HERNE ‘ ’ ' | |
Chairman R ES C U E .
COoMMITTEE, INC.

WILLIAM J. vanden HEUVEL
386 PARK AVENUE SOUTH e NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 e  679-0010

President

) WILLIAM J. CASEY
o Chairman, Executive Committee -
I

3

GARRET G. ACKERSON, JR.

) Viee President
L EDWIN J, WESELY
, . Vice President . - R
JOHN C. WHITEHEAD ‘ o
Treasurer - .

L MRS, ANDREW GOODMAN ' . - -
4

Secretary ) . .
- MORTON I. HAMBURG , Decemb er 5, 1969
General Counsel . . ) ,
] CHARLES STERNBERG : ' - R
Executive Director L coe I
. WERNER WILLE '

1 Assistant Treasurer
% K ALTON KASTNER
: Deputy Director
ety !
BOARD OF DIRECTORS . . . )
) ' Mrs. Liba Weingarten
Abram G, Becker .
“Nicholas D. Biddie _ ¢/o R?hOV SChm‘l?l
Mrs. Jean-Jacques Boissier ) ‘ HaNavi » .
Irying J. Brown . | C
’ Carter Burden . Block 107/56 : o
: Joseph Buttinger R Jerusalem, ISRAEL !
Richard E. Byrd, Jr, ’
" Elmer A. Carter ! .
Thomas J. Dodd . Dear Mrs. Weingarten:
Otto C. Docring, Jr. . ’ . . .
Christopher Emmet C " . :
Charles W. Engelhard I have to apologize for delaying my answer t(? your
b © H.William Fitelson : . various letters which I have received. I tried
! Muarion B. Fol
: Harold S, Goron to get some additional information from our Geneva
i Mrs. Sophie H. Gimbe! office but to no avail. We could not find out
’ Samuel Goldwyn :
: - Mrs. Sheba Strunsky Goodman ‘ whether these special funds now in the custody of
; " Louise Gore the Swiss government have been distributed or
: " Herbert G. Gractz - &
L Herben & Sractz - whether any guidélines for such distribution have
 Mrs. William F. Haddad L been issued. At this point I don't think that I
P Ms. Edmond 1ol will be of any assistance to you from here. It
: ) . a . . . . : .
DSanal g Jacob K. Javits might be advisable if you could find some
s ’““;'f?“‘“"'"ﬁs ' representative in Bern who is able to contact the
: . 2, JOls
; Francis L: Kellogg Swiss authorities personally: Whether a trip ‘
) ™ Harold L. Korn of yours or any of the members of the Congregation
Ed d S. Landreti . C. S § :
= }VQ;M Lz,‘;bfc;;, to Switzerland will meet with some success seems to
Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce - me doubtful, particularly in'view of the expenses
B. F. McLaurin . 1ved
Teodoro Moscoso invoived.
Henry 8. Moyer ’
i - Forrest D, Murden
Claiborne Pell I am very sorry that I could not be of any more
Oten Root assistance to you.
Howard A. Rusk, M.D. R
Richard R. Salzmann . . !
1. M. Scott Wishing you good luck and godd health.
Jacob Shicinkman . R
David Sher . . "
Mrs. H. Gilbert Smith Sincerely yours,
General Carl Spaatz - ' -
Sterling D. Spero
David Sullivan
Charles Tancnbaum
Mrs. Marion Y. Taylor
Mrs. Lawrence Copley Thaw
Henri J. van Oosten

Msgr. Bela Varga
Edwin L. Weisl, Jr. - WW:rh

Chester S. Williams

Franklin Williams

. Ethel H. Wise

Charles 8. Zimmerman

OVERSEAS OFFICES . ;
Berlin  Geneva Hamburg Hong Kong Madrid  Mexico City Montreal  Munich  Nuremberg  Paris ' Rome  Saigon  San Juan . Stockholm  Tanzania Trieste  Vienns
Contributions to the internationat Roscue Committee are 1ax deduclible, .
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Der seit’ lanaem angedrohtn‘

ivGrossamorrxff auf die -Schweizer. Banken, das

Sch\vc1zerlsche Bankgeheimnis und die Instltu-
tion der anonymen “Nummern-Konten” ist nun-~

Imehr Tatsache geworden. Kongressabgeordneter

g

PUECISPAE S

.Vorsitzender der Bankenkom-
hat seine

!Patman (Texas),
mission des Replasentantenhauses

1schon im vorigen Winter angekiindigte Unter-
isuchung gegen die Finanztransaktionen ameri-
{ kanischer Biirger und Firmen bel. Schweizeri-

schen Banken soeben erdffnet, gestiitzt auf einen’
liiberaus scharfen detallllerten Bericht eines Re-
:ferenten

<Glanzer.

Der amerikanis¢he Zorn richtet sich sowohl
gegen die- Praxis der Schweizerischen Banken,
Depositen von jedermann ohne weiteres entgegen-
zunehmen und zu verwalten, unter der einzigen
Bedingung, dass dabei kein Schwelzerisches Ge-
setz verletzt wird, —-als auch gegen die gesetz-
liche Vorschrift in der Schweiz, die Banken

i streng verbietet, {iber diese Depositen und Trans--

| aktionen Auskunft zu erteilen. Die amerikanische
tRegierung hat lange versucht, ein-Abkommen mit

' §| der Schweiz zu schliessen, das einé gegenseitige

’\ Rechtshilfe bei gesetzeswidrigen Finanztransak-
I tionen vorsieht; und es gibt auch tatsdchlich eine

" idurchaus befriedigende Rechtshilfe: schweizeri-

.‘scher Justizorgane, soweit Vergehen verfolgt wer-
! den, die auch unter schweizerischem Recht straf-
ibar sind. Amerikanische Steuerhinterziehungen
;und Verstosse gegen das amerikanische Securities
Exchange Act gehoren Jedoch mcht dazu.

amerikanische =

im amerikanischen Justizministerium, .
:des assistierenden Generalstaatsan\valts Seymour *

- lar oder anonym

Vol. XXXV—No. 49 NEW YORK, N. Y., FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1969 ‘\,SA 25@

et RN

'*;@Ef\W@@Z@a‘ l@mk@

Kongressabgeordneter Patman plant,” elnen"
Gesetzentwurf vorzulegen, -der gewisse Repressa-
lien gegen solche auslandlsche Banken androht,

die nach amerikanischer Auffassung nicht- aus-
reichende Hilfe fiir die amerikanische Kriminal-
justiz leisten. Praktisch: wire das in erster Linie
ein Gesetz gegen die Schweiz, otwohl auch:andere
Linder (Bahamas, Uruguay u.' a.) amerika-
msche-m Fluchtkapital Asyl gewahren :

Traditionsgemiss waren die grossen Num.-
mernkonten schweizerischer Banken immer ret-
tender Hafen fiir siidamerikanische Diktatoren,
arabische Petroleumscheichs und, neuerdings,
kommunistische Funktionire aus Osteuropa, die
sich in ihrer Position nicht sicher fiihiten, Seit
einiger Zeit aber sind andere Gelder dazu gekom-
men, in erster Linie amerikanische Maffia-Profite
und ahnliche Gewinne aus Spielcasinos, Prostitu-

_tion, Rauschgifthandel u. dgl. Sehr oft wird sol-

ches und anderes ‘“schwarzes” . Fluchtgeld mit
Einschaltung von Mittelsmannern in Amerika re-

investiert, womit es dann bliitenweisses Anlage-
kapital geworden ist; die Presse:ist zurzeit voll -

von Einzelféllen, die alle gemein' haben, dass mit,
amerlkamschen Gesetzen Schmdluder getrxeben
wird.

Die konzentnerte Attacke von Justizministe-
rium und Kongress scheint sich nur gegen illegale
Grosstransaktionen zu richten, von $250,000 auf-
wirts; aber ein neues Gesetz, wi¢ .es Patman vor-
schwebt, wiirde sich naturgemiss auch gegen

kleine Betrige auswirken, die im Ausland, regu-

depomert smd
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7 The Jewish Nazi Victims ’C@ngmgatmn, Inc,

“WE HELP OUR MEMBERS IN NEED” =~

'Xmmﬁmt ) ‘ m&rﬁﬁm@g

© Officers
MOZES WEINGARTEN, President
JACOB H. KELZ, Treasurer

LIBA WEINGARTEN

Vice President and Secretary

Trusteess
RABBI GRAINOM LAZEWNIK
JACOB H. KELZ
MOZES WEINGARTEN
USZER ZAKAIM
F. MOSKOVITCH

L. WEINGARTEN

R.Schmuel HaNavi,Block 107/ 56

The Honorable | DT

Senator UDDEC 1 6 1969
Jacob K.Javits TT$L
Washington,D.C. Q?f%;z’wxw

UoSvo ' ‘ ‘:

Dear Sensator Javits:

Our Congregation has been registered with the Swiss
Authorities since 1961 to receive part of the
HETIRLESSE PROPERTY . .

Mr.wille from the InternationélkRescue Committee Inc.
has taken care of our claim for.many years( free

of charge),but according to the encl.letter,he ad-
vises us now,to loock for someone else in Bern,Swite-
zerliand. As you are a member of the Board of Direc—
tors of the Internat.Rescue Committee,we turn to you
for help and advise. Could you possibly recommand to
us someone in Bern,who would be willing to help us
with the Swiss Government? Also inclosed is an article
from the American Weekly AUFBAU concerning NMONEY

in Switzerland. You must be aware of the fact,that
Switzerland is still holding on to all the property
wincl. money in banks- left by Jews,who perished du-
ring World War Two. thru the Nazis and their helpers.
AMONG THE SIX MILLION VICTIMS ,our Nation lost during
the Naziholocaust,are also the HEIRS of the depositors
and this heirless® property has not been released yet
by Switzerland almost 25 years after the end of the
terrible war .Does the American Government also intend
to do something about it? Many of our members in the
U.8.A and Canada intend to settle in Israel,but do

not have the means to do so d4nd were counting on help
from the SWISS HEIRLESS PROPERTY FUND. All our members
are survivors of DEATHCAMPS ,who lost their families
in ConcentrationsCamps and who long to settle in THE
JEWISH HOMELAND. ' o

We thank you for your kind attention to our problem

and send you greetings und best wishes from THE HOLY CITY.

lirs.Liba Weingarten
Vice Pres. .

THE JEWISH NAZI VICTLNS

CONGREGATION, Inc. ;& (\%

A, . S B

247649
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- Respectfully referred to:

s Congressional Liaison
; ; Department of State
:4 . Washington, D. C.
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respoé\’ﬁive &55 all iﬁﬁiries and communications,
your %onsi%%’rationﬁ the attached is
requested. v’?our fi:%ings‘;:and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by.
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' Enclj/from,Jewish Nazivictims Congregation, Inc. re
f claims against Germany
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February 25, 1970

Honorable Jacob E. Javits
United States Séenmate
Washingtan, D €. 20510
Dear 3enator Javits:

I have recei”ad ypu*¥¢ammunicatien anloaing

subject from the Amaricau Embassy at_
communicate . further with you after renewpw of ;n,i

Sihcﬁrélyfyéﬁﬁéw»

, - ) Cledrances:
A _ : H - Mr, Leahy,;
U | EUR/ATS- Mr. “Bes
M

L/SCI: EMa rer:es-. 2/20/70»
x 23044 RS#2984 '
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Hanorable Jacob‘K ;Javits
”United States
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