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Annex. P

Oberfinanzpraesident iien-Niederdonau . Wien 1, 22. April 1942

052410 -Pbc o A 2070 1805 Gen. B.
Betrifft: HAinbezichung Juedlochpn Vermoegans
Vorgangs Ihr DChTulDwn vom 27. Maerz 1942

An dle

Reichshauptkasse, Wertpapierstelle

Berlin W8
Jaagurvtra&Sc hQ/Sl

Bei den lhnen durch die Labnderbaﬂk Wien ueber meinen
Auftrag eingesendetsn wertpapieren handslt es sich nach-den
Angaben der genannten Bank durchwegs um derzeit unverkaeuf- -
liche Papicre. Diese ..ertpapiere ruchren von Vormoegsnsein-
zichungen her, an duncn die Reichsfinanzve rwaltung nlcht be-
teiligt war, ‘ ,

Dic bel diesen Vprmovgcn3\1n21bhungcn ungbfallpnpn YErt-
papl‘ru hat die Zuntralat 21le fuer juedische Auswanderuhg
in ¥Wien dor Laenderbank in Wien zur V\rwertung uebargeben,
dicse hat nach den uebereinstimmenden Angaben der Bank und -
Zentralstelle fuer juedische Auswanderung alle verwertbaren
Papiere veraeussert, so dass nur die nichtverwertbaren Papi re
uebrig blicben. Der Reinerloes aus diesen Vermoegenseinzieh-
ungen wurde mir zur Verfuegung gestellt., Ich habe kéine Ver-
anlassung, an der Richtigksit der von dén beiden genannten
Stellen gemachten fAngaben zu zweifeln und kann wenigstens
vorlacufig die abgeschlossenen Vermocgensabwicklungen nur.
stjchprobonw 21 se ucburpru fen. Die verbliebsnen, derzeit nicht ,
verwertbaren Papiere komnte ich nicht szlbst in Verwahrung' ‘ , i
ucbernchmen, sondern musste sie Ihnen gemagss sZrlass des -
Herrn chchsmlnlstors der Finanzen vom L. November 1941,
0 5205 - 740 VI, ucbarsenden. Zs waere jedech, solangbtslév
mir nicht bekanntgebeng,dass die Yapiore verwertbar sind,
ginc nutzlose Arbeit, wenn ich Ihnén hinsichtlich digser. .
‘Paplere, getrennt. nach den einzélnen Vermoegenseinzishungsfaellen. .
Verzelchnisse uebersenden wuerde, Ich sehe dahsr hiérven abes -

Im Auftrag.:

Untarschrift.
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erisss from our interost, eleng with other allied powers, in implementing

Povers rogeried the

the Londen Dssciam’emn of 1943 in which the Alliad
right not to recognize any *hmnsfﬂr of nrm’ty mads threugh freud or

dursgs by tho Hoal Govermment. Ardiele 42 of the Draft State Treoly foif
4ustria mede explicit AJ1isd requiremsnls that ﬁwa Austrion Govermmant
make restitution to psrsetutecs whose prope:ty wes talen during e Nwi
regiwe. In many cases individuels persecuted during the Nagi regire in
dustria ave now 1.8, ai‘h:’smm so that in these cases thore s tha additione
a2l interest of the V.S, in protocting the rights of its notiendle. |

By 1950, the lustrian Govermment }:m% enkoted seven restitition lave

mroviding for mgmﬁiaﬁ of proporty ernfizestsd by the Gerwen Reich,
re-rogistration of firn names, resestahlistizont of cevporatiens dddsclved
by the Hezd regiue, restoration of potant and tradamari rights, and neXing
sane provisions for restoration of pansion rights. Vhile these laws and

pinigtration have boen satisfectory, the sesven restitution lawe do
not cover a1l the protilems of interest to %he U.S: in this fiéld. Vajor
problems vhieh,, in spite of frequent vepresenteticns by the Enbapsy end

he Dopartuent, hava m been rosolved thus far include the esbablishme

of mn hairless pwaparty fund; and the gronting of the f ing bensfits

%o former hustrisns who are now cit?i;%nﬁs endfor residants of the U.S.4

ronsions t0 persecutess who wers former Augtrian civil servants, costss
living bornses %o porpens ontitled to socisl seecurily bensfits; and
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oompensation for losses to vietims of Miei oppreséfon. Bvem though these
problems remein wnsolved the Austrisn Farlispent hes, during July, 1952,
passed & mmbsr of lewe which would rehabilitsts former Yezis, swend tho
Third Restitution Lew to the detriment of victims ¢f Wazimn exd grant cortain
suall berofite to such vietins only If they ave rosidents of hustirie. The
Departrent's position on the status of sustrian restitution end cmmtﬁmm
legislation in contoined in a mercvendun of the Department of State to the
Anstrisn Bmbagay, &amﬁ July 17, 1952, and in ﬂ:e- Deparinent of State

Pross Relenss Ne. 588 of July 28, 1952,

1/21/53
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I need hardly add that I hope that the proposed discussions will

give me the further opportunity to see you, Walt Dowling, Jerry O'Connor
and the others of the Embassy staff in Vienna,

With best personal regards to you and to Mrs, Thompson, I am
Sincerely yours,

/s/

Seymour J, Rubin

With respect to other matters, I am continuing as a part-time
consultant to Mr. Stassen on Bast-West itrade matters, I.shall

probably be in that status for a period of a few months, at
least,
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eh cohalbts of the

The Committes for Jewish Claima on Austeis, whi

orgamzatiema uateé below. deuires to. bzing tha fdllowihg puinta 8o the amﬁan

of the Ba@aﬂmant«of State. ¥t is boped that the ,mugza\m: putlined in paragraph

(2) below can. £erm the basis of aeﬁmx by the Departmant and the Embwsy of

the United &ateﬁ in Auatm

It is desired, prelisminsrily, ts acknowledge with appreciation t

efforts made by the Gov

srusient of the United States % achieve fustice for the

péfse-éutee-s of the former Nasi ragime in Austris. ’:ﬂwha!pai the vmted

: ;Ayast, will be awn more

p. e
' *f S e
H b L {)'0- e
5

Firat.
their rights be 81mt0 m iduais

of the Nasis: Nepmeamtianef cla a§ could: on t vefervence to tba privaﬁans

sarviving victims of Nazl persecution or thelr bairs.

perished, loaving widows and o¥phans without meass of support.

those whe survived the ordéal are incapacitsted and réquive s nediesl cire.

c 165568 16 persecutseq:

louses biclude both lasa n& an cppaxtunity to darnd Iivei""' ioad and loge of &it

personal msaeasim am& 1ite s&vings
it is: axpwtaé that mnaumm with the Department of Stat

. accompiny for

(£ obtain the views of the Depast 'jf‘
Vi v Bl ?
[Z e 4{,’::.@“ »w‘fﬂ -ir‘?. nian

s D lees
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Jewish victigp of ﬁamm 23 ac: s,

® Bis mggasted that e alks with me‘ Austeia i
Ghancellor Raab. This avitation woild, it {6 hopéd

) A propossl for a mﬁngwiﬁha{gw sopresintative
Jewish loadsrs, toreviewm b“*ﬁpmhlem foraegoﬁa W me-
sideved imports '
place undey the chitiena

it fox the futind: of i megotistishs hat sech & mbsting ke

claims, the basis and ‘afmount themai, and to Wﬂr in " fr" i

logking tawatén satiafamry agmamnt.
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officas in the transmiseion of the Austrian reply.

(3) For the information of the Department and the Embmw- it mw

be gtated &&t the Aus lan Jewish ﬁammmiiy and the prhwipai Jowish organi .

sations representing Austrian Jewlsh claimints, or their helrs; outéide of

Austria, ses eye-to-eye on the conduct of the proposed Austiian-Jewish talks.
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Washington, D.C.
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Theve is quoted beles for the infarsmtion of the Ambasssdor
of Austria o noto which tho Amsriesn Asbassador 5% Vienss hes bogn
ingtrugted +5 presont to %:he:.;ms{trma Papélign f-‘i‘ﬂw*

mmanﬁa a ‘fd:éam@é? 2@ '

mﬁh}ﬂm% affmt&ng
reptitition ang ecsipe
during the An&chlm,
alleviatory wessuses ¥
Geovernmont in thede fiel &
some ‘instances, they s
m.mms. 2% wa:!y m mﬂ Wi?ﬂd ta '

axia%ma of ﬂ?ﬂ&h wwé m m:msm aﬁ' tm ;
Ztate dp exprossed in ite above nesorendx.

"ihe Goverammt &f the United States rewains ¢opcaved
about. the fiet thit 70 leglelation his yet been enscted in
Auptrin for the purpose of establishing a fund of he j
‘and vnclaimed property of victims of Humd @prwa&m for
mgammimwafmwag v:s.aﬁm afwwh

wr&.&i f&r 1 1:&::3 »" ; ('“ AE N
but that sléps :ahmﬂe:i be wzwn 53 w organise. £
ens prefave. for its diabwaﬁmﬁ at the W&Maﬁ %,m

“The Governmnt of ‘hhs United n*wtaa' is equsll
mameé ‘wm the 4 failm of the dustris ”

i fw* m&mm@m a8 Lo
eivil awmm, its fallire to grant otuts
bo Unkted. Statow &M&n@& amtlﬁr& w $_€t,

‘éﬁa p@&i&m&}. V‘pﬁm@wﬁm ms@&r tm Hagd
nove; ¢hnos both retiresent h@mﬁ%a of %;ﬁ;
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Government of the United States and United Htates soecial
sgcurity benefits, iscluding all ineresses, are paid by
the United States Government to perscns irrespective of
their residence or nmationality, the rroblem 4is else one
of recipresity., The Govermment of the Ualled Ststes te-
lieves thst, 3o view of the wellaknown past end present
attitude and prastice of the United States in these flelds,
the Austrian Government should extend simller treatuent te
former fustrian nsticnels who sare now eitizens of the
United States, end there 1s ne neceseity for & speeial
agreement to regzulate this problem. The feilure of the
dugtrian Qovernwent to make socisl securlty peysents ree
troactive t¢ ¥ay 10, 1945 and to include in such puyments
costeof~living bonuses, when suck benefite are granted to
dustrian nationsls preseatly pasiding in ﬁu@tri& and alse
to natiecnals snd residents of dértain othar countriss,
such se Seitmerland, represents discrimination aguinst
Untted Stetes eltizens., The element of dlseriminatien
vises-vig United Stotes oitizens is equally exiatent in
the peneion fisld in view of ths receat agrsexent betwoen
Austris and the Federal Republie of Gersmny ascoarding to
which fustria undertekes o pay s subatantial pevcentage
of the peneion sums Lo persens who were never in the :
Austrien eivil service, who never sade eny 2ontributicus
to the Mustrian pension funde, and vwho are net reguived

to possess sustrisn nstionality. The intal number of
claiments la the United Stotes is believed to e amsil
and nopt of them are elderly, muny of thea having spent
the greatest part of thelr lives In Austrias, In most ¢amesn,
therefore, their need is grest, thelr elaim eppears just, .
and the corrssponding burden on the Austrisa Governseat 1s
small,

"Conoerning the matter of postel savings deposits whieh
were not imdividuslly couflssated during the Hazi reglme,
it is the view of the Govermment of the United Statss that
American cltizeus who bad such deposits are entitled to
receive the same treatment zlven te naticnsls or residents
of Austria since Umrch of 1945. In this comnectien, %t i8
pointed out that no provizien exists to iademnifx those
other persons whose Individual postel savings and bank
accounts were confiscated under the Hagi regime.

"These iseues raise the lurger problem of indemifie
cation generally to peraons who sulfered loases beosuse of
digcrininetory sotion by agepciea of the German Heleh or
who were foreced to pay dlsoriminatory texes, The Governe
ment of the United States i wware of the existence of
Austrisn laws designad to compensate certein vietims of
Hazl oppression. However, such legislstion covers oaly

limfited
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- The clalm of the Joznt Executlve Board is founded on a most elemental
concept of Justlce and morallty uhlch commends 1tse1f as the pattern’ to w%lch
civilized statos adhere: - that states which aré unable to protect . thelr people
from injustice and illegal acts - “particularly such inhumanities as annlhllatlon
and warton spollatlon - must when thelr sovereignty 1s regained -assume - th° ‘

were comm*ttcd

Cin tbe perlod 1938 - 19&5 following the overthrow of ‘the fustrian
government, much damage and .loss were inflicted upon the -fustrian naople. .
We ere not here-seeking redress for such war. damage. . Hence,:our c¢laim is not -
based upon . war, 1oss‘compensation nor are.we seeklng to establish any clalm Ior ‘
reparatlon. - o ST

-.Over and above the damageé of war the Jews of sustria were singled out

for gpoliation and annihilation. - In this'reign of terror fully one third of .
the entire fustrian-Jewish’ population perished,  Jewish property was conflscated
or otherwise. spoliated ‘and.those Jews who managed to survive were deprived of -
all rights. & regrettably important part of the Austrian populace pa*tlcipated
with the Nazi terrorists in these acts; the illegality of which was proclaimed
by the GLustrian government after the war.' Moreover, a substential part of
the property spoliated :from the Jews in lustria found its way into fustrian

" hands or bencfited the Austrian economy. It is 'in respect of these damages,
harms and losses which-are unique and secparate from the ravages of war and -
which were more crucl end dovastating, that we base our claim. We submit
that the concept of the Rechtsstaat ~ which fLustria clearly is - carrics with
it the elemontal duty to provide a measure of commonsurate redress for illegal
acts. This concept is neither alien nor novel to Austria. The several
restitution laws as well as tho indemnification measures which fustria has
‘adopted since regaining her sovereignty obviously derive from a recognition of
this foundation, Our position scrves only to establish that Lustria has rot
gono far enough nor given sufficient implementzation to the appropriate fulfilment
of the principlo, Certain Lustrian postewar moasurcs unfortunatcly have even
added discriminatory featurcs to the shortcomings noted,

.
e ewia T o
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, In conclus1on I should simply 11ke to restate the basis -on which wa
. have proceeded and whlch was confirfied in’ convarsatlon betwaen ~~~~~ the Chaiman
. of the two delega‘tlons after the close ‘of the meetmg on Friday, June 26, ..
We haveé now submltted as’ complete ‘and detailed a statement of our posn.t:.on
-~ as it seems useful- to present at this stage of our negotiations, ~We mssume
- that the dustrian: governmen‘b delegatlon will riow transmit this statement to:
-its approprlate authorrtn.es. Hav:Lng in mind the expressed desire fully
_shared by both: parties to: these. negotiations that’ théy shall proceed to a’
speedy conclusion, the Joint Executive Board.trusts that the Austrian
governmen will very shortly advise the Jo:Lnt mxecutlve Board delegat:t.o*l
of the exten: %o which it is prepared to meet ‘the claims put-before it.
On the basis of that reply it will be appropriate and possible to -consider
the next steps to be taken in ‘these’ negotn.ations.
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VEREINIC{PER E}CBKUTIVAUSSCHUSS FUER JUEDISCHE FORDERUNGEN e
A . AN OESTERREICH L T

MEMORAND UM

‘ . ueber Ansprueche aus dem Titel der zerstoer- - =
L ‘ "~ ten Tempel, Cotteshaeuser sowie der vernich- ... "
R ‘ : teten oder geraubteén Kultgegenstaende und = = " = -
‘ Devotlonallen (1nsbesondere Thorarollen).

/Siehe VIII. des Memoranduns ueber Mass-.
‘nahmen zur-Linderung des an Juden in
Oesterrelch veruebten Uhrechtes./ oo

o ~ . Bei den bekannten Erelgnlssen vom, 9. und 10. November

e 1938, bei welchen einheimische Elemente aktiv betei-

- ~ light waren, wurden durch Feuer oder durch Sprengwir-

L - kungen saemtliche juedischen Gotteshaeuser, Tempel und
Staetten. der Andacht gur Gaenze zerstoert und vernich-
tety Nur in einzelnen Faellen blieben die aeusseren Um-
fassungsmauern erhalten, waehrend das Tempelinnere

- vollkommen zerstoert wurde, Die meisten dieser Tempel
und der Andacht '‘gewidmeten Staetten blickten auf cine
Jjahrzehntelange Tradition gzurueck. Nicht nur die in al-
len Tempeln enthaltenen Kultgegenstaende, sondern auch
‘die Einrichtungen selbst stellten kulturhistorische -

Werte dar, Die Thorarollen, die fuer uns Juden.die-
Heilige Schrift bedeuten, wurden mit wenigen Ausnah-
nen alle verbrannt und geschaendet, auf der Strasse zer-
rissen und mlt Fuessen nledergetretcn.

Alle Tempel und Bcthaeuser waren sowohl kuenstlerisch
als auch in wertvollen Edelmaterialien reichhaltig
ausgestattet, Dic Sitzbaenke waren groesstenteils aus
Edelholz, reich verziert, die Bundeslade, der Aufgang
zum Empore, die CGelerien mit wertvollen echten Teppi-
~chen belegt,. fuer die Beleuchtung waren meistens wun-

derschoenc Krlstalluster und schwere silberne Leuchter _ ‘
VOrhanden. ‘ : , . L _ . o

In Folgenden werden die zerstoorten Tempélobjekte nach
ihrer ‘Adressé und dem Schadenswert auf Basis 1938 an~
“gegoben°

tooo.’co/ .
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-Schoenlaterng
~-Leopoldsgasse 29
Pazmanitengasse’ 6
" Grosse- Schlffgasse 8
Tempelgasse 5°. < -
Zirkusgasse 22.
Steingasse 18~ . - '
Untere wélssgaerberstrasse 36
‘Siebenbrunnengasse L~
Schmalzhofgasse 3 L
Neudeggergasse 12 ;-:V
Muellnergasse 21 - o
Humboldtgasse R7."
Braunhubergasse 7
Eitelbergergasse 22
Storchengasse 21 .
Thurnergasse R2
" Hubergasse 8 =
Schopenhauerstrasse 39
Dollinnergasse 3.
Kaschlgasse 20
"Holzmelsterg.lz-Schlndlergasse 4
Kluckygasse L - :

(b). Nlederoesterreich

. ) .
REREREBvouonrwp

e & # & & o * 2 & » » & 5 & » :
Nt st St N St Nttt s N St st st S Neae s N St Seest

Atzgersdorf bel Wlen
Baden bei Wien, Grabengasse 12-14

"Gpenserndorf, Bahnhofstrasse

Gross Enzersdorf , )
Hollabrunn, W1n1Warterstrasse 9

“Hohenau

Horn, Stadtgrabengasse L7
Krems, Dienstlstrasse 2
Lassee 172 - '
Mistelbach, Gartengasse
Moedling

“ Klosterneuburg, Medekstrasse

Neunkirchen, Tempelgasse 2

St. Poelten, Lederergassa s
Stockerau

Wiener Neustadt, Neunkirchnerring

Uebertr&g. - . .S 5’ 644.000.

....

s 23.000.--’
" 248,000 4~

L1 240,0004=-
17520004~
" 595,000,
T 293,0004~~
" - 334000~ . -
o 28'0000"" ST

" 138.000.—— _

" 2754000, ~—

n 28'7.000.
318,000
o 109.,000¢=~ - -

" .89.000e=- -

n 2106000;‘f>
ne83,0000-2.

1 (148§ooo;m;

n ‘205.000n””

n 15340004~
-n 120,000 4—
o 75,0004 =
o ‘190§000.;;‘W,H"M“
n 238,000 p ==

4y 2734000 =

t 110,000 =
" L 185¢000."“"_
" ’ ?80000‘“"
M 45,0004=-
" 2500000“‘
M 40,0004~
N 4740004
" 95,0004~
n . 45.0000“’
u 1130000~”"
" 4940004
" 83,0004~
n . 680000. -
" 128,0004~-
127,000~
u,,,,133.000.-___

..,..../
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.° " e S oo k - .
| ‘ | 7 Uebertrag...ieess 8 5,644,000 - -
(o) Burgenland T It S EE T :

1.) Deutschkreuz e e o 73'000"'“' ‘.

2.) Eisenstadt =~ - . RECE I 954000 o=

3.) Frauenkirchen T P L 103.000.--

L) Cattendorf -~ - SRR " 5340004~ -

5.) Guessing (&‘azer K.G. ) o M 194000,--

6.) Kittsee o o - ‘ on 118.000..-- »

i 7.) Kobersdorf o SRR M 81,0004

8.) Lackenbach. - e o - 95,000, =

'9.) Mattersburg S M 108,000,~

o.) Oberwarth (Grazer K G Yy " 424000, —

.) ReChnitZ (GI‘aZer K G. ) A L . 27.00\0.."'"”

| S. 6,458.0004~—
(i:i) Obero esterreich ' .
1.) Linz A « M 590,000~
2.) Steyr - ‘ N 28.000.--
(o) Salzburg |

1.) Salzburg ~ - oo ' n- . 280.,000,--

(fj Steiefmar}g ) ' _ : . o ' ) o I

1.) Craz S o N 450,0004-- -

(g) Tirol und Vorarlberg
" 1.) Hohenems - | E " 310,000,—

2.) Innsbruck : _ " 27340004~
Schadenésme der zerstoertén o ’
Tempel, Wert 1938 S 8,389.000~- . ST
I S S e e e e e e e e e e T T T T e S S E R SRR SRR SRS RE NS g

. /. .

Gemeass Schreiben der Finanzlandesdirek- _ ~ , L
tion fuer Wien, Niederoesterreich und . ' i ‘ } S
Burgenland, Dienststelle fuer Vermoegens- - -
smherungs—- und Rueckstellungsangelegen-
heiten vom 15.1.1953, Aktenzeichen T
VR-V 10042-6/53 » gelangt ein zehnfacher ‘
Aufwertungsfaktor zur Anrechnung und :
erglbt demnachocoooocoq.vnooa-o'ocooooooooboovtoos 83’8900000"""‘¥

. 00000;0/
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o o T _— LT Ty o geden Tempel am—»f*’~
: ' genommen werden,

., in den restlichen klelneren

. Tempeln oooooo.o-oo‘.c0‘100‘000.:!'."036 10 Thorar01len) so er-ﬂ »L2
| - S o o gib‘b dies: o

31 x 15 o.iooto = 465 Thora.rollan “ ’
28 X 10 sesvsen 280 Thqugllen :

zusammen..... %5 vernlchtete Thorarollen

im Wérte von S 25,0004== pro Stueck Mn‘»   s 18 625.000.-—

s s eaRRERRGEwS
III, Dev

Die Tempel und Bethaeuser waren mit 'rituellen Kult- s
gegenstaenden besonders reich. ausgestattet und wurden . ... . s -
diese ebenfalls zertruemmert und geraubts Auch viele
Einrichtungsgegenstaende religloesen Charakters aller

dieser Gotteshaeuser, wie Bundeslade, Vorhaenge fuer die
Bundeslade, Altardecken, Baldachine, Predigerkanzel, .

waren mit in Gold gestickten kostbaren Brokatteppichen
geschmueckt, - Dazu gehoerten auch silberne und vergolde-

te Kronen und Glockengehaenge, Kandelaber, Wandleuchter,
Haengelampen aus Edelmetall und verschiedene andere kul-.
turhistorische. und wertvolle Ritualgegenstaende,

Diese Ausstattung war in den Wiener Tempeln und in
den Hauptstaedten der Provinz ganz besonders reichhal-
tig und kann hier der ungefaehre Wert derselben mit

S 700,000 angenommen werden

fuer 31‘solcher Grosstempel als Gesamtwert
Von ........"...‘0... Q‘.".Q"..‘.'..O.Q.‘......'S 21,%0‘000.”‘

der Wert der vernichteten Kultgegenstaende in ’
~den 28 Kleinstaedten kann mit S 300,000 einge- o L
schactzt werden, also mithinee.cecssessencreoseeaS 8,400,000,
Der heutige Wert all dieser vernichteten Devo~ .~ - ‘
tionalien in allen Bethaeusern und Tempeln ist .- C
Zumindest mithin mitooooo.oo'nouooo.ctoiuoooothoos 30 1000000.

anzunehmen.

: ‘VOQOOQO./
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In dleser gesamten Aufstellung blleben &1e Bethaeuser,
~die sich dn Wien: und ‘in kleineren Orten befunden haben,

fA " die jedoch in keine eigenen Gebaeuds untergebracht : waren;jﬁ’
) fvunberueck31cht1gt. " Auch diese waren mit rituellen Kult—‘_;“ L
. “gegenstaenden: ausgestattet dle gieichfalls der Vernlch-:”*“““““
tungswut zumlOpfer flelen. o
... BRekapitula t i o n‘:;;*
Schadensumme aus I, . ,f.Ai; : ‘1-'S"‘83,890a000;;-_
Schadensumne| aus II, .- = M 18,625,0004==""
) - a4 v ' - N . e . .
Schadenswmme| aus IIT. . - " 30,100,000,==

ZUSAMMEN. 4 »3 e 132,615.000.

'bknn fuer alle umseitlg angefuehrten Schaeden ein heutlger
Schaetzwert van zusammen

S_ 132,615.000“'— R

‘/ .
aufscheint, s0 ist diese Summe keln materleller Gegen—- :
wert fuer das Verlorengegangene, da der hlstorlsche und

kulturelle Wert bei V1elen varlorengegangenen Obgekten
unschaetzbar iste ‘

i
I
|
|
l

Wien, am 2) Juni 1953.
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Lebens und fuer Koerper~ und :Gé undheltsschaedeny
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in Millionen

(a) Haftentschaedlgung
- 12,0 000 Personen‘

(b) Entschaediging fuer W1twen und Sl e
walsen, 600|Anspruchsberecht1gte ~A' 25’

(o) Entschaedlgung fuer GesundheitSschaeden‘““*""‘"'

2000 mnspruchsberechtlgte .o.200.

freien Berufe, selbstaendlge Unternehmer SRR

(a) Entschaedlglng fuer die vergangehe
 Zeit, Gesamtzahl 5000 Personen - 150

(b) Renten o
Gesamtzahl 3000 Personen -~ _130 -

Ersatz err verlorene thnungseinrich-
tungen, wertgegenstaende und Ersparnlsse

|

(a) Wohnungsemrlchttmgen . ‘
30,000 potentzelle Anspruchsbe— .
rechtlvte, Durchschnittsanspruch :
S 12,0001 , 360

~aller Art

(b) wertaegenstlende und rsgarn;ssg aller Art
20,000 Anspruchsberechtigte

Durchschnittsanspruch S lS.OOO Q 300 :

‘ngmtenentschaedigggg und ngmtengens;onen
(a) Beamtenentschaedlgung . : 712425

(v) Pen81onen | - ‘_ N

Ansprueche aus der Angestellten- und
&rbelterver51cherung B
I

4000 Anspruchsberechtigte

Zerstoerte Tempel und geraubte Kult-
gegens aende

ﬁ185;;5<-

660

72425

150

115

1.482.25

1347309
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Beilage A,T; . ) .
: .Entschaedigung-fuer Verlust der ‘
“relhelu, des Lebens und fner Koerper- L
und Gesnndheltsschaeden. e
33. Haftentschaedlgune‘

s sind miel Gruppen zu Unterschelden' dleJenigen Opfer ra331scher7'<;.«'
oder rellgloeser§Verfolgung, die in Ossterreich ‘anlaessiich.der:
Massenarreste im Mai und November 1938 ihrer Freiheit beraubt uid

zweitens dleJenlgen, die nach dem Ausbruoh des Krieges deportlert
wurdeng

ad 1,) In die erste Gruppe fzllen ungefaehr 15,000 Personen, VOn
denen 54000 im Ma1 und 10,000 im November verhaftet wirden,  Ein'
Drittel von 1hnen duerfte nichit mehr am Leben sein, = Die im Mai -
verhafteten Personen befanden sich dhrchschnlttlich 10 Monaté lang
in Gefaengnissen |oder Konzentrationslagern, die im November Ver- :
hafteten im Durchschnitt 4 Mcnate lang, Das Erfordernis fuer die"

Entschaedigung dleser Gruppe wuerde daher N S 20, ooo,ooo}“
betragen. ‘ ' AR

Von den nach Ausbruch des Krieges De“ortlerten duerften ungefaehr

2,000 ueberlebt haben, die gegenwaertig als Auslaender keine Haft=-
~entschaedigung erhalten, Sie waren im Durchschnitt 4 Jahre ihrer
* Freiheit beraubt und sollten daher zu je S 20.000 Entschaedigung

berechtigt sein, zusarmen also L840, 000.000..

! 60,000.000 o

Diese Surme stelit den Mehrausand fuer Laftentschaedlgung fuer die
Opfer rellgloeser und rassischer Ver*olﬁung dar,  Der Mehraufwand
fuer die Opfer polltlrcnor “er-olcunc wierde sehr gering sein, da
diese Opfer in der Regel zu ifrer Familie nach Ocsterreich zurueck—
kehrten, waehrenu die Opxer rassischer Verfolgung haeufig nicht
zurueckkehrten, w911 si Pelre ﬁngehoerigen mehr in’ Oesferrelch
besassen, - |

f
3
¥
5

B. Entwchaedlgu fuer Wltwen und ¥Waisen

Wir sohlaaen vor; dass uoberlabende Witwen von Verfolgungsopfern

elne Monatspensicn von je S 600 erhalfen, Die Zahl der nicht wieder-
verheirateten anspru“hsberechtigten Witwen betracgt nach unseren
Informationen ungefaehr 600, Unter ﬁeruecksichtigung des: Umstandes,
dass der Anspruch nicht nur durch Tod, sondern auch bei Wiederver-
heiratung wegfaellu3 ist mit einem: Durchschnittebozug von 6 Jahren

fuer die Zukunft zu rechnen, aemgemaess mit einer

Totalsumme von w ' . , ‘ S 25,0000000' o

~/oon‘o_o‘i\'o:‘

N

|
|
l
i
|
l
f
|

347310
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. ' In Fraga kaemen ferner Nachaahlungen fuer die Vergangenhelt ‘ :,,f; j };
Ot soule’ Versorgung einer verhaelthismaessig geringen Anzahl . 1'>”“ o
‘ nmlnderaaehrlger Pder erwerbsunfaehlger Whlsen, S

G, Entschaedlgggg fuer Gesundheltsschaede

W1r schlagen ferner dle Gewaehrung von Renten fuer dauernde e
Gesundheltsschaqdlgung durch Vérfelgung VOTa Ca.2,000 Personen
duerften voraussichtlich dauernde Gesundheitsschaedigungen -
. erlitten hdben, die sie in ihrer Erwerbstaetigkeit stark. -
beeintreachtigen, - Renten bis zum Maximalbetrag von S 600
per Monat, je nalch dem Grade der Frwerbsunfaehigkeit, wuerden
eine Auslage.von 10 Mllllonen Schllllng pPeae und eine Gesamit—~ -

auslage von 'S 100 000.000
. verursachen, -

=
A
l :
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Entschaedlgung fuer Mltglleder der frelen
Berufe, selbstaendige Unternehmer und-
Angestellte hoeherer Kategorlen. -

Es wird vorgeschlagen, 'dass Mltglleder der frelen Berufe
(Rechtsanuaelte, |Notare, Aerzte, Architekten etc.) - '
selbstaendige Unternehmer und Angestellte hoeherer Kategorlen,
die ihre fruehere Taetigkeit nicht aufnehmen oder nur zum Teil
aufnehmen konnten oder die sich nicht eine sozial oder w1rt-
schaftlich equlvélente Stellung schaffen konnten, folgende
Entschaedlgung erhalten sollen.

Fuer jedes Jahr,!ln dem sie solcherart waehrend der Jahre

1938 - 1952 benachteiligt waren, S 7500 = 10,000 Psae (je nach

den notwendigen Lebenshaltungskosten). Diese. Entschaedlgung L
"waere jedoch nun fuer eine Maximaldauer wvon 4 Jahren 3u gewaehren.
Wir nehmen an, dass hoechstens 5000 Personen Ansprueche dieser

Art zu stellen berechtlgt sein werden. Geschaetzte Gesamtkosten
heechstens o . S 150,000,000

Wir beantragen ferner die Zahlung einer Jaehrllchen Rente an

. Personen der oblgen Kategorien, die sich ohne ihr Verschulden .
bis zum 1l Jaenner 1953 noch keine ihrer frucheren Erwerbstaetig--:.
keit sezial und'pekonomlsch gleichwertige Stellung schaffen
konnten, Wir sind der ‘Ansicht, dass die Gesamtzahl der -fuer
solche Renten in Betracht kommenden Personen nicht mehr als
3000 ist und schlagen fuer diese Personen eine Renteé von
S 7500 = S 10,000 Pe8s VOTre
Die GesamtkosteL duerften schactzungsweise S 25,000,000 jaehrlich
betragens \M1t|Rueck51cht auf das vorgerueckte Alter dieser
Personen und daher eine durchschnittliche Lebenshoffnung von
6 Jahren wuerden die Gesamtauslagen . S 150,000,000
betragen. i

|

Die Lage dieser Gruppe ist’ besonders berueck81cht1genswert,

da es sich um Personen handelt, die sich wegen ihres Alters oder -
wegen anderer Umstaende den Erwerbsleben ihres Aufenthaltslandes
nicht akkllmatisieren konnten, die aber wegen ihres vorgerueckten
Alters, ihrer Mittellosigkeit und' Familienbindungen nicht nach
Oesterreich zurueckkehren konnten, zumal ihrer Rucckkehr die
Unmoeglichkeit entgegenstand, eine Wohnung zu- erlangen.

. iR . P SRR P S PO
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"Beilage AL ITT i |
. Ersatz fuer verlorene thnungselnrlchtungen, =
) Wbrtgegenstaende und Ersparnlsse aller}Art.?m;M 

Die Gruppe der ra531sch und rellgloes Verfolgten hat 1m allge
meinen alle ;hre thnungselnrlchtungen, 1hre wertgegenstaend
loreng waehrend nur wenige Oesterréicher anderer: Gruppen solche ‘-
Verluste durch Beschlagnahmen oder andere W1derrechtllche -
’Handlungen erlltten[haben. SR :

(a) HO__£§§1nr1chtunszen' . "

Es gab in Oesterrelih ungefaehr 60 000 Juedlsche Faniliens 60.000
Juden wurden deportlert und getoetet, was im allgemeinen durch-’ o
schnittlich 20,000 Fhmilien entsprlcht. - Von den verbleibenden : . "
404000 Familien konnten am Beginn der Naziherrschaft in Oesterrelch ‘
ungefaehr 3000 ihre | Wohnungseinrichtungen und Haushaltgueter mit o
sich nehmen, 7000 duerften aus verschiedenen Gruenden wegfallen,.-'-
so dass 30,000 potentielle Anspruchsberechtigte aus dlesem Tltel

verbleiben, l

" vor, die Hoehe der elnzelnen Ansprueche auf S 30000 zu beschraenken. :
Der Wert einer thnungselnrachtung im Jahre 1938 war durchschnittlich
RM 6000, Die Wiederbeschaffungskosten wuerden mindestens das

sechsfache betragen, - .

. Bezueglich der notwendlgen Auslagen aus diesem Titel fuehren wir . -.. . ... ..
ferner an, dass nur' ein Teil der Anspruchswerber den Hoechstbetrag
wird geltend machen{koennen, da sich unter den 30,000 Familien
viele Mlnderbemlttelte befanden; Wir schaetzen daher den Durch~
schnitt des im einzelnen Falle ‘geltend gemachten Anspruches auf
S 12,000, was einer| Auslage von . .- s 360 000,000
entsprechen wuerde, . ' g ‘

(b) Wertgegenstaende und Ersparnisse aller Art
(Wertpapiere, Spar~ und Bankguthaben, Ver-
sicherungspoli?zen, Juwelen etc.)

_Auch diese Werte wurden der Gruppe der religioes und rassisch
Verfolgten nahezu zur Gaenze entzogen, Gemaess amtlichen Ziffern
betrug der Wert die;ser Vermoegensobjekte RM 896,000.000.,

Diese Ziffer bezieht sich auf die Vermoegenswerte derer, die am
30. Juni 1938 noch [in Oesterreich waren und ihrer Verpflichtung
zur Anmeldung des Vermoegens, insofern es RM 5000 ueberschritt,
nachgekommen sind, .

Hiezu kommen noch weitere in dieser amtllchen Zlffer nicht ent-
haltene Verluste, die cas RM 200,000,000 betragen duerften
(siehe unser Memorandum ueber die gesamten Juedischen Verluste).

Gegenwaertig waeren die Werte weit hoeher zu schaetzen, mit Rueck-
sicht darauf, dass |ein Tcil der Aktiven (Juwelen, Aktien) wert-

/. .o.... I
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Mit Ruecksicht aug die oekonoulsqhe Lage Oesterrelchs wuéfdé‘ ,
eine Begrenzung des Anspruches im elnzelnen Falle auf S 30 OOO

elnzutreten haoen» ST ~Zuya 2
[ . SR ,

Wir nehmen an, dass es. ca. 20 OOO Anspruchsberechtlgte geben w1rd,
von denen eln Tell Mlnderbemlttelte waren. = '

Unter Beruecksichtlgung dieses: Umstandes und des Ausschlusses von
Anspruechen ueber]S 30,000 wird der einzelne Anspruch im Durch-
schnitt nicht mehr als S 15.000 betragen, so dass der Cesamte- _
anspruch sich auf : - T S 300 0000000, b
belaufen duerfte. ‘ S S N

Im Verlaufe der Debatte zwischen den Delegatlonen erhob dle
oesterreichische Pelegatlon die Elnwendung, dass auch viele =~ . . . -
Oesterreicher, die in Oesterreich verblieben, gleiche Verluste BRI
an Haushaltsgueteyn und anderen Werten durch Bombenschaeden,.. -
Besatzung und andere Kriegsfolgen erlitten. Die juedische De-
legation erW1derte, dass der Krieg gleichmaessig alle Schichten

der Bevoelkerung- traf, waehrend die Verfolgungsmassrnahmen und

Konfiskationen fast ausschliesslich gegen die Juden gerichtet,
waren, . 1
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~und daher fuer cd, 7 Jahre im Einzelfall S 35,000, so ergibt sich:

pro Jahr fuer 10! Jahre : V S. 5,000.000

'Vbn den 400 Beamten duerften seit 13, Maerz 1938 200 verstorben
. dieser 15 Jahre war, wuerde dles einem Aufwand von

-Zukuenftlge Pensionen, von 1953 angefangen, wucrden nur fuer ungefaehr

waere damnach
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Wir schaetzen die|Zahl der guedlschen oeffentllchen Beamte“kq__’
zu Beginn des Jahres 1938 auf 400. Diese Personengruppe er-~ - -
hielt bis .jetzt weder Entschaedlgung nach dem Beamten—Ent— o

schaedlgungsgesetz noch Pen51onen.

3 ' AT
(a) Bei Annahme der Reglerungsvorlage ueber die Aenderung des s
Boamten~wntschaedigungsgesetzes erhalten diese Beamten oder ihre. § :
Hinterbliebenen die im Beamtenentschaedlgungsgesetz VQrgesehene D e
Entschaedigung, [ ‘ - , - Ll

Es kann angenommen werden, dass die Zahl der guedlschen Beamten R
zwischen den 13, Maerz 1938 und dem 30. April 1945, mit welchem
Tage die Entschaedigung endet, im Durchschnitt ungefaehr 350 ~ .= 7"
betragen haben duerfte, .da ein Teil der Mitglieder dieser im - - .-~ -
Ater VOrgerueckten Gruppe bis zum April 1945 verstarb, Die o
hoechste Entschaedlgung nach dem Beamten-Entschaodigungsgesetz

betraegt S 6000.— jaehrlich, Unter der Annahme, dass eine

Durchschnlttsentschaedlgung von S 5000 jaehrlich in Frage kommt,

einc Gosamterforderung fuer 350 Beamte von S 12 250.000.

(b) Die Novelle zum Beamtenentschaodlgungsgesetz s1eht aedoch
noch immer nicht /die Zahlung der gebuehrenden Pensionen an den ,
Juedischen grundlos entlasscnen Beamten vor,

scine Im Durchschnltt hatten daher wachrend der letzten 15 Jahre
ungefachr 300 Beamte Anspruch auf Pensionen, Unter der weiteren
Annahme, dass dle durchschnittliche Jahrespension S 10, 000 waehrend

ungefaehr | S 45,000.000
entsprechcn.-‘ 1 : ‘

200 Berechtigte in Betracht kommen, mit einer mutmasslichen durch-
schnittlichen Lebenshoffnung von 5 Jahren und einem entsprechenden '
Aufvand von. 1nsgesamt . _ - 510,000,000

Hiezu kommen noch die Witwenpensionen, die unter der Annahme von .
im Durchschnitt 100 berechtigten Witwen mit cinem Anspruch von S 5000

ausmachen wuerden.

Das Gesamterfordernis fuer Beamtenentschaedigung und Pensionen
S 72,250.000

i
1
|
[
|
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- . Beilage A.V.,

'”Ansprueche aus der Angestellten-3 f..w
R una ArbelterverS1cherung ‘

§ : : ’ : e | e ———— T . -

|

Nach oesterrelcﬂlschen Nachkrlegsgesetzen erhalten ver51chertev
Angestellte und JArbelter, die sich im Auslande aufhalten oder - - . . 7.
" eine andere Staatsbuergerschaft ‘angenormen haben, ‘die ihnen 7T
gebuehrenden Alﬁers~ Witwen-, Waisen- und Invalidenpensionen
nicht und verlleren auch ihren Anspruch auf Anwartschafﬁen.
« 1

©OWir betrachten es als ein selbverstaendllches Gebot der Ge= L
rechtigkeit, dass weder Aufenthalt noch Staatsbuergerschaft gur

Vbraussetzung des Genusses wohlerworbener Ansprueche gemacht
werden. : .

Die Zahl der Personen, die aus den angefuehrten Crienden ihre -
Pensionen nicht 'erhalten oder deren Recht auf Anwartschaften -~
nicht anerkannt wird, betraegt nach gesammelten Infermationen .
wngefaehr 4000, Dle Faelligkeit der Alters-, Witwen— und Inva=
lidenpensionen duerfte in etwa. 1200 Faellen gegeben sein,” waehrend .
der Rest Anwartschaften bcsitzt.

Der Hoechstanspruch auf Alterspensionen betraegt derzeit S 10,000
jaehrlich, so dass als Durchschnitt S 8000 angenommen werden kann,”
Der Wert der Anwartuchaften fuer die verblelbenden 2800 Personen
kann in jedem einzelnen Falle annaehernd mit der Haelfte der
vollen Pension angenommen werden.

i
“Dazu kommen nech Witwen~, Nalsen- und InValidenpen81onen.

Wir schaetzen dén Cesamtaufwand auf : : 150 OO0.000

'j' : R —

Die Erfuellung der berechtlgten Forderung auf diese Pensionen
kann nur durch eine -Gesetzesaenderung und nicht im Wege von
Rez1prozitaetsvertraegen erreicht werden, da es vollkommen un-—
moeglich ist, mlt 30 =~ 40 Staaten, in denen sich anspruchsberechtigte
- Opfer rellgloeser, rassischer und politischer Verfolgung befinden,
Rezipr021taetsvertraege zu schliessens Ausserdem sind auch Aende-
rungen des Pensions~Neuregelungsgesetzes erforderlich, soweit dort
- Bedingungen fuer Aufrechterhaltung der’ Anwartschaften enthalten
sind, die von den Anspruchsberechtigten ausserhalb Oesterreichs

uohnhaften Opfern nazistlscher Verfolgung nicht erfuellt werden
-koennen,

b i e T B L+ PPAO M FE R AR R
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Titel nur speziflsch feststellbare Vermoegen in Betracht gezogen werden,

: In Anbetracht des Lben angefuehrten Gesamtverlustes der oesterralchlschen

.‘tragen. Hiebei sind weder Entschaedigung fuer juedische Zwangsarbeit
- in Qesterreich, noch die werte, d1e hiedurch geschaffen wurden, in- f h

urspruongllchon Form, oder mlnaestons sein Gcaenwert.

Wﬁi : DEC‘J\S("" h_ ) ‘ R
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30, Juni 1953

‘Erbiosos und nicht Rucckvcrlangﬁés Vcrmécgon“}ggiiAﬁ;fﬁ:f55~”';

Hinsichtlich des Fragenkamplexcs der crblosen und nicht rueckvorlangten =
Vermoegen, erschelnt es vorteilhaft, den Unterschied zwischen dern Stand-,»‘
punkten der ocsterreichischen und unserer Delcgation klarzumachch, - Nach"
der Auffassung derioesterrelchlschen Delegation sollen unter diesem  °

wodurch das erblose Vérmoegen praktisch auf Grundbesitz beschraenkt
wuerde, Wir dagegén ziehen in Betracht = und jede Schaetzung -des’ erb-
losen Vermoegens miss dies unserer Meinung nach tun -, dass 60,000
Juden aus Oesterreich, vorwiegend ganze Familien, von den. National— S
sozialisten vernmchtet wurden, Wir betonen, dass wir nicht Schaden-‘“ ‘
ersatz fuer Massenmord verlangen, aber wir wissen, dass diese. 60,000
Juden bewegliches und unbewegliches Eigentum, Heimstaetten, Ersparnisse

aller Art, thnnngseinrlchtungen, Vertgegenstaende, Geschaefte und -
andere Aktiven besassen.

Judenheit und der durchschnlttlichen sozialen und finanziellen lage der
deportierten und ermordeten Opfer, muss der heutige VWert der Besitztuemer
dieser Opfer nach elner vorsichtigen Schaetzung zwei Milliarden S, be-

Betracht gezogen, .

Die Vertreter der Buwdesrevlerunv haben ihren Standpunkt bezueglich
erbloser und nlch*.zuruecyvcrlancter Vermoegen durch das Argument ver-
teldigt, dass die Bankelplugon, Ubrtnaplera, Viertgegenstaende und.
andere hcute nlch*lfestste;’oaro,konf121erto Besitztuemer von Juden

‘nach Deutschland verbrackt wurden urd dahor in Oesterreich nicht mehr

auffindbar sind. Wir sird uns bewusst, dass oin betracchtlicher Teil R
des cntzogencn Jucdischon Besitzes von den Nationalsozialisten nach ‘
Deutschland transportlert wurde. Aber andorerseits steht es unzweifel-
haf't fest, dass ein betracchtlicher Teil dos den Juden geraubten ‘
Vormocgens in oestcrromchlschen Besitz kam, Ebonso wissen wir, dass
die Natlona1502¢alistcn nicht alle Werte dicser Art nach Doutschlend
sandten, sondern ¢in Teil in Oesterreich blieb, entweder in seiner

Wir gind daher dor Auffascung, dass die Baschraenkung des crbloscn ,
und ‘nicht ruoc?vcrlangten Vermoegens auf feststellbares Eigentum ein
rein formallstlschcr Gedankengang ist, der ciner wirklichen Locsung

des Problems auswolcht Wir betrachten dahor auf Grund aller dieser
Erwaegungen den Betrag von einer Milliarde Schilling als einen ango-
messenen und bllligcn Ausgangspunkt fuer eine Regolung.

-
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. E ,1dass Artikel 44 des | Entwurfes des oesterreichlschen Staatsvertrages N '_"
der Locsung dieser Frage im gegenwaertlsen Momente. catgegensteht, = o B
Dieser Eifwand trifft nicht zu, da-ein nicht abgoschlosserer. Vertrag, S
-der noch dazu wenlg}Auss:Lcht hat, in seiner gegenvaertigen-Fassung ‘= =i~ 0.0
abgeschlossen zu werden, kein ‘solches Hirdernis-bilden kann.. Tat- Lo
" sagchlich hat die oestemlchlsche Bundesreglerung selbst anerkannt, _ N
dass Artikel 44 nlcht bindet, da sie ja selbst vor kurzem Gesetz-
vent!.'ueri‘e vorgplegt' hat, die im Widerspruch zu gowissen Vori‘uegungen
acs Aruikel L steh.en., '

o In Ueboremstmmngt mit, Punkt 3'des dem Herrn Bundeskanzler a.m 17. J'unl
1953 von uns" ueberreichten Memorandums schlagen wir vor, dass eine
-einvernchmlich festzustollende Globalsumme von der oesterreichlschen‘ R
Bundesreglerung gezahlt ‘werde, und zwar zum Zwocke der Hilfeleistung =
und Ulederhcrs'tcllung der sozialen Existenz ueberlebender Opfer. dor
natlonalsoza.alistischon Verfolgurg. Der gezahlte Betrag wuerdec vom:
Joint Eh(ocutivo Board und ~soinen Mltgllod-Orgamsat:Lonon vcrwal’cct
werden,
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Heirless and:Uncleimed Property.

With regard to the questions congerning heirless and unclained property, it
would scon advantugocus to make clear the differonce betwcen the peints of

view of the Austrian gnd our Delegation, According to the conceoption of the
.Austrien Dclegetion, Bnly specifically identifiable propcrty should be included
in this category, which would limit the hoirless property in effect to rcal
cstates Ve on the- other hand ¢onsider - and in our opinion evcry estimato of
heirless preperty ruqt do this - that 60,000 Jews from Austria, mostly cntire -
femilics, were exterminated by the Natlonal Sccialists., e erphasizc that

w2 de not denand ccnpcnsatlon for mass rurder, but.we know that those 60,000

Jews owned movablo and immovable property, homes, savings of ell kinds, '
furnlshlngs, V&lﬂﬂblﬁs, busincssas and cther assets,

In consideration of the above cited total losscs of Lustrien qury and the
average social and flnanc1al position of the deported and nurdered vietins,
the current value ofitho assets of thesc victims, cn the basis ¢f o ccn-
scrvative cstirato, must amount to two billion Schilllng. This docs nct

censider cither conponsation for Jowish forcod lebor in Austria, nor the valvcg
which were thercbj C{Gatod.

The representatives gf tho chor&l churnncnt have defended thelr v1cwnc1nt
regarding heirless and unclained property with the ergumont thet the bonk

- deposits, sceurities; valuables and othor not today identifiable asscts of Jews
had been breught to Germany and therofore cannot be ‘traced in Austria ony longer.
Yo orc ewarc of the fact ‘that o considsrable portion of ernfiscated Jewish

- preperty wes transported to Germany by the Naticnal Socielists. On the cother
hand, hewever, it 1§ ostablished boyond doubt that o censiderable porticn of
the proporty spolictbd fronm Jews camc into Austrian posscssions Alsc we know

thet the National Socialists did not scnd all essets of this kind tec Gcr"ﬂny

but that a part renained in ﬁustrlu, either in its original fern or ot lens
its count»rvalue. { , o :
N

We are thcrcfcru of]the ‘viow thet to limit heirless and unclaimod‘proporty to
identifiable property is a purcly formalistic approach, which evadés o true
solution cf the problcn. We therefore regard, on the basis of all these con-

sideratiens, the sun of cno billion Schilling as a proper end ﬁquitablo point
of é*parturo for o sottloment

|
The represontatives of tho Federyl Govoxnmcnt have lso used the ar{urnrt that
Article 44 of the draft Austrian Poace Treaty stands in the wey of the solution
of this question at|thc present time. This objection is net velid, since a
not cencluded trehty, which noreovor has little chance of being concluded in.
its present forn, cannot constitute such an obstacle, 1In fact tho Austrian
Governront hes recornlzod itself that Article 44 is not binding, sincc it has

itsclf a short time| ago submitted draft 1ugislation which is in ccntradiction
to certain provisions of Article 44.

|
!
i
!
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In accordance with Pcint 3 of cur hemofahdum submltted3to tho Chunoollor'dn

June 17, 1953, we suggooﬂ that the Federal Government shall pay a global sun,

to be cotcrn;ned by 301nt agreenent, which is to be usod for the purposo of
rclicf and rccenstructien of the cxistence of surviving vietims of Naticnal
Sceialist persceution, Thc sun peid shall bo adn1nlstorod by the Joint
mvecutlvo Board and its nmmber organzzations,
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FINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY THE JEWISH NEGOTIATING
TEAM TO THE AUSTRIAN NEGOTIATING TEAM JULY 1‘ 1953

i

-

|

As was proposed at the meetlng of June 22 between the Mlnlsters of .
Foreign &4ffairs and Flnance of the Austrian Federal Republic and the ‘represent--
atives of the Joint Executive Board for Jewish Claims on Austria,-there have:
now been held a serigs of. meetings between delegations of the Austrlan Government
and of the Joint Executlve Board.

és agreed Jt the first of these meetlngs held on June 24 thelr purpose
has been to have a brlef but informal and frank exchange of views between the
two delegations on the subject matter of these negotiations as defined in the
memorandum submitted by the Joint Executive Board to his Excellency the Federal
Chancellor on June 17, 1953. . In the course of these meetings the delegatlen -
of the Joint Executive Board has submitted two further explanatory papers to
the Lustrian government delegation,

In the 11ght of the general discussions during the. three meetlngs of -
June 24, 25 and .26 and a number of smaller meetings between technical represent~ .-
atives of the two delegations, the delegation of the Joint Executive Board now -
submits a statement of its claims and proposals with estimates of the. numbers
of persons and f1nanc1al amounts involved.

. This statement comprises.

(a) & general explanation of the foundation on which the claims: of- tha
301nt Executive Board are based,

(b) & memorandum embodying the views of the Joint Executive Board
in the matter of heirless and unclaimed property,

(c) & summary sheet entitled "Beilage 4" tabulating the claims and
' proposals ?n respect of individual Jewish victims of Nazi persecution;
(d)‘ 4 series of supplementery documents attached to and supportlng
Beilage &, [numbered I to VI inclusive, in which a detailed statement

and estlmaTe with respect to each claim is set forth; -

(e) 'Im connection with Beilage 4 VI dealing with damage to synagogues
and the destruction and pillage of religious objects, a further
detailed memorandum listing the specific synagogues and the nature of .
the rellgious objects damaged destroyed or pillaged is attached.
4ttention is -directed to the fact that whereas present estimated value

~of this damege is stated at 115 million schillings in Beilage 4,
the detalled memorandum, prepared subsequent to original estlmates,
corrects this fipure to 132,615,000 schillings.

Lttention is further directed to the reference in Beilage & VI to ‘
the problem of housing for returned Jewish refugees. Since the special meetings
on this subject between representatives of the two delegations have only just
taken place, I shall ask the representative of the Israelitische KultuSgemeinde,‘
to make a statement on this ‘question,

|

| | ~ 347321
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. DRAFT
PBESS COMMUNIQUE

The nesotiations which were conducted on the part of the Government of -
the Federal Republic of Austria- ‘during the last few weeks with the repre~
sentatives of the {ewish organizations, have in their first stages already
1ed to certain’ rositive results.«“

. Iy

Above all, the &ustrian Governmenx affirmed the principle that in le~ :

‘zislation regarding restitution and compensation for victims of National
Socinlist persecution no distinétion shall be made between. Austrian citizens
and non«citizens, bBth within Ausgtria and abroad, This principle of non-
digcrimination isg already expressed in the laws which were passed last week

by the Austrian Parliament (regarding compensation to officials and com

"pensation for deprivation of liverty)., The quéstions of compensation for

heirless and unclaimed Jewish assets, -as well as for furnishings and simi-
lar asgets confich%ed by the National bocialist regime, still remain to

be clarified nnd aettled. _ ‘ ~ e .

' { _ ‘ . ‘

Due to the beginning of Sunimer vacations. it waq agreed in a discussion
in which participqted on behalf of the Austrian Government the Federal

- Chancellor, the Miniater of Foreign Affairs, and the Finance Minister, and
on behalf of the Jewiah organizations the Chairman of the Joint Executive
‘Board for Jewish Claims on Austria, Dr, Nahum Goldmann, and the leader of
the Jewigh negotiating delegntion, Mr, Moses Beckelman, that experts of

" both gideg should continue the discussions which should lead to a -clarifi-
cation of the evaluation of heirless and unclaimed Jewish nssets, as well

ag of the confiecat?d furnishings and similar values, In the first half

- of September the negotiations shall be resumed in the expectation that

‘these  discussions will deal with all questions which were ralsed but not yet
settled and Will lead to 8- aatisfactory settlement.

LI I T
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Reference is made oﬁ behelf of the Joint Executive Board to the negotiations
which have thus far itaken place with respect'to Jewish Claims on Austria,
These negotiatlons,‘undertaken at the invitation of the Austrian government,
grow cut of a backrround of discussion of these claims over a period of years
between representatlves of Jewish organizations and of the -Austrian govern-
ment, It was therefore with satisfaction and endorsement that the J01nt
Executive Board heard the Federal Chancellor!: declaration on June 17, 1953
that he desired a wutually satisfactory agreement to be ready by July 15,
1953, It has been our understanding that all negotiations that have taken
place since that date have been conducted with this deadllno in mind,

In view of the shcrt time that now remains before July 15 we regerd it as
appropriate and neceusary at this time to make the following points:

|
(1) In order to aclieve agreement by July 15, 1953 it will obviously be
necessary to have a2 iresponse from the Austrian government to the clains
advanced by the Joint Executive Zoard during the course of the present
week. The basis fc such a respensce from the Austrian governrent has been
1a2id in the mevoranda delivered since June 17, 1953 to the Federal Chancellor
and the final docuﬁcnt detailing the claims of the Joint Executive Board
in the light of thcltochnlcal ¢iscussions between the delegations of the
Board and the Auetrﬁan governwent submitted on July 1, 1953,

(2) Since the Julyllﬁ, 1953 deadlinc was the official proposal. of the
Federal Chancellor, it has been expected by intercsted nvpanﬂzatlon and
persons throughout the world that announcement of azrecrent would be made on
or avout that date.! The absence of a clear response by the Ausirian govern-
ment on which an ugrcement by July 15, 1953 could be based will undoubtndly

be regarded as 1nd1qat1n~ Ahustrian unwillingness really to rcach ¢
satisfactory settlement of this natter, '

(3) This view would be heightened by the unfortunate background of the un-
productive discussions over a munber of Joars of various aspcets of this
matter referred te apove. Ve therefore stress the importance of reaching

an agrocront by July 15 to aveid undesirable consequences which failure to do
so misht have, i

(4) To avoid any mlhundcrstandlng the minimum requirerments of an agreencnt
to be reached by July 15 should he made clear, 7o provide a basis for
future claboratlon of details such an agrecement would have to cover:

(a) An agrecd ovnrall anount which the fustrian povernment is propared

to commit for corpensation to surviving individual Jewish victins
wherover thoy nay be of Nazi persecution in Austria;

[eas
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() A schequle preparud in agrecment w1th representatlves of the

Joint Exccutive Board and based on the memoranda already sub-
mitted of the Essentmal ‘catégories of legislation for the dis-
buraemont of th above amount' '

{c) An undertaklng that draft leglslation to. glve effect to the
intent ofithe foregoing paragraphs shall be prepared by
rcpresentatlvos of the Austrian government in agrecment with those
of the Joint Exocutlve Board not later than December 31, 1953 and |
introduced as governnent measures into the Austrian parllamcnt as

expeditlously as possible thereafter,

(d) An agreed[overall amount which the Austrian government is
prepared to meke availeble for the relief and rehabilitation

of surviving Jewish victims of Nazi persecution in Austria in

settlement of the "heirless property" claim. Such amount: should

be based on rocognltlon of the vast property lossos both traceable

and non-traceable suffered by those Jewish victims of Nazi

persecution 1n1Austria who did not survive and the dispositions

for its usec should take into account the fact that thc vast majority

~of the *urv1ving victims aro now out31de of ﬁustrla,

(e} 4An avreedlperlod of years during which ell payments conterq&abed
by the forcg01ng paragraphs shall be completod.

Tho above points aro here brought to tho attention of the Austrien government
for the purposc of avoidlng misunderstanding and in tho interests of our
mitual dosire to ar§1ve as quickly as possible at a mutually setisfactory
agreerent. In view|of the personal interest taken in this matter by the

choral Chancellor it is hoped that this rermorandun will be brought to his
attention, 1 A

MW. Beckelman
for the dclegation of the
JOINT EXECUTIVE BOARD

Vienna, July 6, 1953
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SIMMARY OF MEETING WITH: AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES
VEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1953 - 9.a.m.

The meeting tcok Dlace in the conference room of the Federal Chancellery
(the room in w&lch the meeting between the Jewish delegation and the
Justrian Government representatives had taken place in June 1953).

Present were: - Vice~Chancellor Schaerf -

Finance Minister Kamitz, and

Press Relations Officer Méznik;

The Vice Chencellor opened the meeting by welcomlng Mr, Beckelman and
expressing to him the regrets of the Chancellor at not being present,
it the time that this meeting had been contemplated, the dates of the
Chancellor's v131t to France had not yet been fixed. .'hen it becane
clear that the Chancellor would not be present at this meeting, the
Chancellor had expressed the wish that the meeting should not be post-
roned but that the Vice Chancellor and the Minister of Flnance should
reet with Mr. Ecckelman, as arranged.

Mr. Rockelman expressed hlS pleasure at having this opportunlty of moeting
the Vice Chancellor and his interest in this meeting to discuss the
Austrien Government's views on the pending questions involved in the
nczotiations bctween the Jewish organizations and the Austrian Governmont .

The Vice Chancellor thereupon asked the Minister of anance to surmarize
thase views. The Minister of Finance said that he was glad of the
opportunity of hr. Peckelman's presence in Vienna to have this meeting.
Following surwaflzes the statomont made by hims

1) The Mlnlste£ of Finance orphatically reaffirmed the Austrian Govern-
rent's adhcrence to the principle of non-discrimination in legislation
benufitting victims of Nazi persecution in Austria and said that the
Government is prepared forthwith to consider with the experts of the

Jewish organlzationa such further specific steps as may be nece ssary to
give effect to tnls principle.

2) Yith re°pect to compcnsatlon for chelry, gold, bank accounts and.
‘'sirdilar assets the experts who have been working on this quastion durlng
this surmer heve discovercd that statistical material on this point is

not recadily available (the Finance Minister referred to a report in this
sense which is 'supposed to have been commnicated to Mr, Beckelman),
Furthermore and in any cvent the Finance Minister did not bclicve that

this clainm was properly prcsentable against Austria. The property in
question had beon taken to Germany and the claim should thorcfore be
prescnted to Germany rather than to Austria, Also some compensation had in

. o
o Ll
i
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fact boen paid for this property, and although thls compensatlon nlght in
turn heve been confiscated or taxed away (the Reichsfluchtsteuer etc.),
such confiscation|or taxing was again a claim against the German and not
the -Austrian Government, Uhile such claims might eventually be included
in an overall setilemcnt between the .German and Austrian Govornments, the

Austrian Governrent was not at present in a posmtlon to do anythlng about
the matter, ' . : :

3) The Flnanée Minister pointed ocut that =a aettlement“éf'the heirless pro-
perty question was an extrerely difficult one. In the first place there
were g£roups other than the Conference for Jowish Material Claims on ‘Austria .
that had similar claims under this heading, Thus during his recent visit
to the United States the Finance Minister had been appreoached by a repre-
sentative of the Ass001at10n of Concentration Camp Victims (Dr. Elslor)
who had said that while he agreed that Jews should be compensated for
heirless property losses, the group which he represented was not corpre-
' hondcd within the| clains put forward by the Jewish organlzatlons. It was
s (Bisler's) view that rather than making & lurp sum settlement in lieu
oi h&lrlOSS property,thc Austrian Governmont should’ establish an overall
fund from the proceeds of such property, out of which all surviving victims
of Nazi persecutﬂon in need of assistance could bencflt.

Furthcrnoro the H:Lnance Minister pointed out that s:unllar representations
from a nurber of jother groups of Nazi victims in Austria had becn reccived
" by thc Austrian Governnsnt. These groups comprised persons of Jewish origin
who are no longer Jowish, and non-Jewish victins of Nazi persecution whose
clains had also to be taken into account, In the Finance Minister's view,
thercfore, the cqntents of the heirless property "pot" were a heterogencous
mass of assets, not all of which sterwed from Jewish sources. It was not
~until the filing dates under all the existing restitution laws had expired
that it would le poasmble to sort out the contents of this "pot", and nake
proper allocation of the procceds, ~ In this connection the Finance Minister
pointed out that| 'thore had teen some indication (though this was not yet
definite) that the French and British Governments might propose a further

extension of the filing dates under the existing restitution laws.

4) 'The Financo klniater comrented that he had heard that there hed been a
request for houszng assistunce, The Austrian Government was propered to

do what it couldlnn this regard, and it was his view that within the freme-
work of existing logislation and making use of such parcels of land as might
prove to be heirles S8, such land could bc made available to surviving victims

of Nazi perseoutlon in Austria who require housing, end credits advanced to
thenm to enable bulldlng to be carried out.

5) Vith respecé to compensation for loss of furniture and houschold cffects

the Finance Minister reaffirmed the intention of the Austrian Government to
assimilatc such conpensatlon to victims of Nazi persecution now outside of-
Austria to the system of corpensation already cxisting for persons in

Austria whose homes furniture and household effects had been bombed or had
“uffnred othor war damagc.

i . ‘ o ‘oc/-
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Mr. Beckelnan said he assumed that the foregoing statement represented o
the Austrian Government's answer to the pending questions which had been
raiscd in the noeting between Dr, Goldmann and the Federal Chencellor

about ten days ago, The Vice Chancellor said-that this was correct and - - -
that the Stat»n&nt|Whlch the Finance Minister had just made representad

an interin reply by the Government in the sense that it would be discussed.
further with the Chancellor upon his roturn to Vienna, In the meantime,
however, the statement just made by the Finance Minister had been reported
by hin to the Cablnct end had been approved by them as the statement of

the Austrian Goverﬂrent's position. (The Vice Chanccllor also said that

there had thus far becen no report on’ ‘these negotiations to the Austrian.
Parliarent,) |
l

Mr, Bockelran thon; addressed himsclf to the p01nts made by the Minister
of Financc. The follow1ng surmarizes his (Bockelman's) observations and
the dlscussion whlch took place in connection with them:

~1) ‘Mr. Beckolman welcomod and agreed with the statenent of the Hinistgr :
of Finance rogardlng the principle of non-discriminantion and the fact
that this was a matter which could proporly bc dealt with by the experts,

. Ho cxpressed sinilzr views on the natter of corpensation for furniture
and houschold effécts. '

2) While rocognlglng the difficulties pointed out by the Flnanco Minister
with respect to jowelry, bank accounts and similar assets, he felt that the
fact that these claims would in due course be included in overall négotin-
tions botwcen tho lkustrien and German Governrents, offcred a possible solu-
tion to the problbm of immediate compensation, basing himself on the fact
that under intcrnational lew a citizen of onc state had no right to sue
the Governrent of|bnothor state but rust instead look to his own Govern-
ment to protect hlS intercsts. He suggested that the Austrian Government
night consider ﬁaklng an advance of a limited amount to persons who had
lost such proporty in considcration of which advance the recipient would
assign to the Austrian Government his claims for compensation for such
assets. There wui considerable discussion of this proposal leeding to the.
conclusion that 1t0 practicability was a matter for further study and deter-
mination by the tuo delegations of experts, The Vice Chancellor belicved
that provided thelconcluaion was that the propesal was politically and prac-
- tically Rasible, the neccssary data and information required to imploment
it should be avallable in Austrien Government's archives,

‘ 3) Addzo*81ng hlm»clf to the quecstion of helrlcss proporty Mr. Beckelman
peinted out that whllc recognizing the difficulties enumerated by the -
Minister of Financc, an adequate settloment in lieu of heirless proncrty
was regarded by the Jewish or~gnizations es an essentiel element in any
sottlomont of thciclalms of the Jewish organizetions, He said that in his
view the figuro mentionod by Dr. Goldmann in his recent talk with the Chan-
collor, narsly 30@ million Schillings, and which the Finance Minister had
mentioned, was o flgure sufficiently low both to domonstratc the earnestness
and goodwlll of th‘ Jewish organizations' desire to reach an agrecment with

: 'i . :
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.the Austrian Gover%nent‘and to provide an adequate rorgin of safcty fCr.
the Austrian Governrent against any errors that might exist in calculating
the value of heirless and unclaimed property without waiting for the ex-
piration of filingidates for clains under the restitution laws. He em= -
phasized that when| cne took intc eccount beth the real ond traceable pro-
perty involved as well as the non-traceable (nicht foststellber) property ' =
- which rust have been lcft behind by the 60,000 Jews whe had died under ‘
the Nagzi oceupation, the figurc of 300 million Schillings st obviously
be regerded as a minimum which previded the nargin of safety he referred to.

S6 far as groups nét represented by the Conference on Jowish Meterial Claims
on Austria werc cohéornod, Mr. Bockelman said that to the cxtent that these
groups had justificd cleims for relief and rchabilitation assistance te the
peeple they reprosented, a similar fund night be sct aside on their behelf.
He pointec out that all the information svailablc to the Jowish organizations
indicated that by bcmparison with the size of the group rcprosented by the
Jewish crgenizations, other groups would ccnstitute o very small percentage. -
- In answer to.an observation by the Finance Minister regording the nccessity -
for having_real estimetos to justify o settlerment in view of heirless property,
end the deubt expressed by the Finance lMinister abcut the possibility of ob-
taining cstimetes of nen-tracesble property that would really be valid, Mr.
Beckelmon reforroc! to the forrmlation propused by Dr, Goldmann in the July .
nceting with the fAustrian Governront represcntatives to provide e justification
for the thtlomentipropcsod. Dr, Goldmann's suggestion hac boen that the
Jhustrian Governront might announce that teking inte zcccunt the heirless and
uncleired property of Jewish vietins of Nazi persecution cné similer factors
ond as an expressicn cf its desire to ossist needy surviving Jowish vietims
of Nazi persccution, it was establishing o fund (of, for cxarple; the 300 mil-
Tion Schillings ronticned by Dr. Geldnenn) to be administered ty responsibly
cstablished welfrre organizations fer the rclicf and rchebilitetion of needy:
surviving vieting, - ’

The Finanee Minister said that in his view such a proposal wes impracticable
becauso it would open the Austrien Gevernrent to clains cf irrcasurable dimen-
sions fron large nurbers of the fustrien pcpulation vho can similarly claim
that they were in need of assistance beecause of losses which they hod suf-
fered of ell kindsifuring the Nazi cceupction of Austria. ~
Mr. Bsckolmon then!asked whother the fustrian Government weuld be prepared
to say that provided thet a method of forrmlation, announcrent znd admin-
instration of suchia fund could be found which would satisfy the difficulties
erurcratad by, the Finanec Minister, the Austrian Government was prepored to
cllocate some such: sum as 300 million Schillings to this purpose, The Vice
Chancellor and Finance Minister said that they could express nc opinion on .
this question. The Finance Minister added that he could not sco any way in
which the difficulties he hod emurerated could be cverccme (although hc made
2 passing reference t¢ the possibility that an heirless property settlement
night be regarded as an "advance" in the sane sensc that lr, Becckelman had
suggested as an advance to deal with cerpensation for jowelry cnd bank esccounts-
he later withdrow Fhis sugpestion and reaffirrmed his convietion that the
heirless proporty question could not be uscfully discussed at the present time),
and thet it wes his viow, thorefore, that this question could only be deelt RO
with ot a later date. Ho repeated that to include cempensation under the

| ‘ A
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heading of non-traceable - property in. the calculatlon of the amount of a
settlerent in lleufof heirless property would open the Austrian Government
to claims from 1nd1v1duals for all losses suffercd by them in similar and
unprovable categoriss of property. “He added that. so far as the Austrian
Government estlmatos went, they showed heirless &and unclaimed preperty of
between 20 and 25 mllllon Schillings, - Mr. Bedkelman pointed out that this
figurc referred only to heirless and unclaimed property under the second
restitution law and thet it was his understanding that fustrian figures
for similar proporty under the third restitution law amounted to between
90 and 110 million|Schillings. The Finance Minister said that this was
true but that the charges, deductions and other. expenses connected with -
this matter would 1n fact loave very little of a balance under this heéading
of heirloss and unclaimed property under the third restltutlon law.

L) Mr, Beckelmen then rentionad a number of other p01nts whlch were pendlng
from the earlier phases of the negotlations. Thcse were:

a) that tho Austrian Government agrues that therc shall be no 1mpa1rmont
of existing restituticn laws to the disadvantage of surviving victims
of Nazi persecution. ‘The Vice Chenccllor and the Minister of Finance
egreed that’thls statement was correct;

b) that the Verband der Israelitischen Kultusgem01nﬁen Ossterreichs had

submitted { detailed schedule of losses incurred in the burning of

_ synagegues [in Austria and hed requested- compensation for this loss

_for the purposes: (1) of repairing and rcecnstructing such synuagogucs
as might, still be required for the remaining Jewish population of
Austria; (2) for the resteration and maintenance cf desecrated ceme-
tarics, end (3) for the welfare requirements of the Verband Israeli-
tischer Kultusgemsinden Cesterrcichs. The Finance Ministor said this
was a new subject for him and he would recommend that it reccive
further study from thoe delegation of experts. The Vice Chancellor

cormented that with respect to rostoration of ccmoturieu a great deal
had alrocdy been done; :

c) that scre tens of thousands ‘of becks frem Jewish 11brar1ea, beth public
and prlvatc, werc in the pcssessicn of Austrian libraries and Govern-
mant 1n~titut10na, that this question had becn raiscd in the preceding
detailed nugotiations andé that the indication had b.en that such bocks
would be restereds The Finance Minister said that though hc was not

familiar w1th this question in deteil, it was his 1mpr0831on that this
statement yus cerrect.

5) Roferring. aggin tc the staterent made by the Finence Minister Mr. Beckelman
oxplained that with respoct to housing the problem cencerned some 800 to 1,000
perscns chiefly in Vicnna and chiefly repatriates to Austria from Shanghai who
had boen unsuccessful in obtaining adequate dwellings.. It was the view cf

the Verband der IFraelltlschcn Kultusgemeinden Oesterrcichs that it would not
be desirable to see? tc sclve thls prcblcm by LVlctlng persons from their

1 o o ) oc/o.
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present apartments| in crder to restore the repatriates te their former:

- dwellings, It was| suggestcd rather that in the allccations for building
purposcs rade available by the Austrian Government to the Vienna minici-
pality cor to bullclng socioties scme adequate sum (60 to 100 million.
Schillings) be mhde available and carmarked for the coenstruction of dwellings

' vhich cculd thon be rented by ‘these repatriates. The Finance Minister sald
that it was the dgklre of the Austrian Government to do what it could to
meet this need. Hgs concern was that under Austrian ‘law there could be no
speeial laws or dﬂscrlmlnatxon in faver of & special group., Mr. Beckelman

pointed cut that in his understanding of the proposal no special law would
be required and ne such discriminetion comterplated. - It was rather that
the ncrmal channel% used by the Austrian Government for the censtruction

3 of additicnal dwelling premisas shculd teke the special requirements of

this group of rcpatristes into account, The Finance Minister ssid that
this question rcqulreé further study and that tho delegation of experts

~might be able tc make scre useful recormendations cn this subject. The
Vice Chancellor commented that in his understanding the difficulty was
not with ropatrletes who had fermerly lived in Vienna but with ‘ropatriates
whe had ceme to Vlonna, who had fermerly lived in cther parts of Austrla

~In summing up, thé Finance Ministcr said that it was his reccrmendation
thet the delegation cf oxperts shculd new reassemble to consider the ime
plementaticn of the principle of nen-discrimingticn, the implementaticn cf
cempensaticn for furniture and hcuschold effects, the study of the proposal

that ccmyensatlcn*fcr jowelry ond bank acccunts be given as an advance, the
problem of housnnp, crmpensation for synagogues and the questicn cf books

and cther cultura l cbjects, but that the questicn cf a settlement for heirless

property be dcfcrrcd until a later éate which could not ncw be specified but
-which wculd be aftor the filing tire for claims under the restitution laws
had expired whene vcr that might be. He said that at that time the Austrian
Governrent would dﬁ its best to reach a not ungenercus settlement on this
issue (wir werden nicht kleinlich sci in") but he ropeated again that althcugh
it was the firm QJaer of the Austrian Gevernment in goedwill and in fairness
to reach an eqult:ble scttlement with the Jowish crganizations on all out-
standing ques tlons it was his ccnsidered cinvietion that it wes beth peliti-
cally and practlcnlly impcssible te deal with the heirless property questicn
a2t this time, anithat te attempt to do so or t¢ make any anncuncement ¢f the
establishment of eny globel fund of such dirensions and for such purposes as
I had mentioned, &culd upset tho achiovoment ¢f all the cther points on which

| We vere now in process cf rea chlng agreetent

Mr. Bockolman said that whlle apprs01at1ng all the difficulties mcntioned
by the Finance Hlnlstcr he wished to emphasizc the great importance attached
te this question by the Jewish crgenizations, and the difficulty of rcaching
any agrecment whlch ¢id nct include it. Mr. Beckelman saild thet he wculd

report this morning's discussion to the members:of the Joint Executive Beard
and wculd await their instructicns, ' |

He suggested that in crder to neke -surc. that thereihad been no misunderstanding
on any of the peoints discussed, he wculd send e cepy of this report to the
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Finance Minister which the latter said he would be’ gled to hﬂvc. Re=~ -
ferring to the Vicé-Chanceller!s statement that the Austrian. -Gevernment's
- pesition as stated!in this merning's meeting hod been an “interim reply",
Mr. Beckelman. suggestad that perhaps after the Chanccllor!s return the -
matter might be Glscussed with him. further and Mr. Beckelman mlght then .
be in tcuch with:the Finance Minister fer further discussions in that
light, The Flnanco Minister said that this was of course acceptable and
that he felt that 1n the moantims the delegations of experts might do use-
ful work on scme qf the -cther questions,
: ! ) .
The meeting - adgcufned at 10 a.m, It was agrecd that the Press Relations
Officer would 1ssuc a brief communique to the effect that the meeting had .
taken place end that it had ccnsidered various phases of pending questions
in the light of thu material ‘thus far available from the delegations of
experts, Mr, Beckelman said that he would answer any inquiry ad@ressed to
him by the press 1n this connection in the foregeing sense and with the
statement that any questicns regarding the cetails cf the discussion -
should be adéressed to the Government Press Reletlcns Offlce.

o ‘ : (51gncd) M.". Beckelman
3/10/53 L

347331



http:acceptabi~e.nd
http:retu~~t!.le

e . P

“TTECLASSIFIED ; R =
"“"*r'f £.01050) | G , 5?
lw/& RARA L ;gJ 2

s . )
8 :
R‘EPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCH VE

!
t

%

CABLE FROM DR. NAEDM GOLDMANN TO CHANCELLOR ™8 - OCTOBER 5, 1953

BUNIESKANZLER |
ING. JULIUS RAAB :
BALLHAUSPLATZ 1
’MEKHA AUSTRIA

AM VERY DISAPFOINTED m SURPRISED ABOUT REFLY WHICH WAS GIVEN LaST WEDNESDAY
BY VICHOEANCELLOR SCHAEFF AND FINANCEMINISTER KAMITZ 70 OUR FEPESSENPATIVE
BECKELMAK STOP EAD HOPED CONFLLENTLY TEAT AFTER OUR LAST CONVERSATION YOUB
GOV‘EBMEJBI‘ WOULD BE mﬁn ACCEPT OUR IEMAND THREERUNDEED MIZLION SCHILLINGS
FOR EEIRLZSS FROPERTY AND EARDSHIP FUND FOR NEEDY AUSIRIAN JEWS STOP HAVE
DISCUSSED SITUATION TODAY WITH MY COMMITTEE STOP WE ARE UNANINOUSLY OF VIEW
THAT TEEE IS ¥O POSSIBILITY CONTINUE NECOTIATIONS AS LONG AS YO ACGEP‘I‘AZBLB
' BASIS JOUND FOR sxmmc;mm QUESTION ERIRLESS PROPIRTY STOP EYE APFRAL T0 YOU
WEO HAS IEMONSTRATED IN VARIOUS DISCUSSIONS UNIERSRANDING FOR NECESSITY FOR
AGREEMENT WITH OUR comixm T0 DISCUSS THE QUESTION ONCE MOEE WITH YOUR
COLLEAGUES AND PROPOSE ax ACCEPIABLE STITLEMENT STOP YOU EAVE FEPEATEILY
RECOGNIZED THAT WITHIN [GENERAL FRAMEVORL OUR IEMANDS PROBLEM HEIRLESS PROPERTY
MUST BE SEITLED STOP IN EXPECTATION OF EW PROFOSAL WE HAVE FOSTPONED ANT

PUBLIC DECLARATION FOR |FEW DAYS BUT MUST INFORM PUBLIC IN COURSE THIS WEEK

REGARDING NEWLY CREATED SITUATION AND EXPLAIN WHY RESUMPPION UNIER PRESENT
CIRCUMSTANCES IMPOSSIBLE STOP AWAITING YOUR EEFLY TO ME OR MR BECKELMAN AND
IN THE ROPE TEAT YOU WILL FIND WAY TOWARD ACCEPTABLE SETTLEMENT EYE EEMAIN

FESPECTIULLY | NAEUM GOLDMANK

347332

L RESS
1 By (XY 7 (2580223

F"C y(?ﬁ A-f"rmn /Zefgf“}
o &aj_ ?



http:PROPJ5.4L
http:EEPRE'SENrAiflY.B1

S o g e

B X

oo N
- il . DtCU\S Y 7 .
EPRooUCED”““ENM'ONAMRC-HL\E?‘ . ﬁ 7 £ 25
B ‘\N*”f} GO\O(OI y Entryij 4,-/[:?Q%jo ol 2o e SFO223

i Ao AT e {M‘ﬁm

Box E
" LAKDIS COHEN RUBIN nNB SCH’TARLZ
(1832 Jefjorm Q\Mu i‘\(\ Ud) "IASHINGTGNL D.C.
| |
5 . . i ’“Ta\-:‘ N.'A\:.: ~“ﬁ"’"u ’mm“"\\ﬁn
1 T { Novenber 20 1953
] . T \\....,._,.mw*"'““ e
‘Ehe Honorable LlVlngston T. Merchant
hssistant Secretary
Department of State
‘ Bashkngton, D. C
1 Re: Austrian-Jewish negotiations ~ \ ~

" Dear. Mr} Merchant

Onlbehalf of the Com%1ttee for Jewish Claims on Austrla,
I enclose herewith two copies of a memorandum deseribing the

chronolqny of discussions with respect to the heirless property
issue, tovether with certain attachments.

I should like again to express .the’ appreciation of ‘the

E Committne for the understanding attitude of the Department and
of the American’ Embassy in Vienna.

Sincerely yours,

—

(éigﬁéd@ Seymour J. Rubin
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¢

The following summarizes the discussions with the Auatrians

with respect to heirless property

J——

(1) : .Iune 17, 1953 - The subject of heirleas property was one
of the principal points mentioned in the présentation made to Chancellor Raab.

During the meeting Chanceuor Raab said that he agreed that legisls.tion for the

benefit of individuals and a global settlement for heirless proPerty ahould form ‘
the subject of the neg?tiations then beginning

{2) \June 18 or 19, 1953 - The official Auettian Government
communique about the June 17 meeting repeated this statement.

(3) J\me 17, 1953 - Mr. Goldmann had a private meeting with
Chancellor Raab on the same day and emphasized the importa.nce attached to
the heirless property pro’blem

(4) June 18, 1953 - At Chancellor Raab's request,
memorandum was submitted to the Austrian Government on the subject of the

claims. The heirless .property problem is set out in the first paragraph of
that memorandum

(5) J;une 22, 1953 - Foreign Minister Gruber and Finance
Minister Kamitz indicated that they regarded the June 18 memorandum as

a satisfactory basis for discussion and that nothing in the memorandnm was ex-
cluded from the scope of negotiations

{6) June 24, 1953 - The Austrian delegation indicated that
there would be difficultiea in working out an heirless property settlement.

Mr. Beckelman said that if the Austrian Government felt that nothing could be
done on the subject, thare was no point in going further with the diacussions.
£, however, the idea was to explore the difficulties in order to find a solution,

discussions could go forward and the Austrian representative (Mr Klein)
agreed that the second alternative was intended.

(7) July 6, 1953 - Heirlesa property is mentioned in’ pa.ra-
graph 4(d) of the aide memoire submitted to the Austrian Government and it

is stated that a settlement must take into account non-traceable as well as
traceable property. |

. _ 947334
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(8) July 14 1953 - No direct answer having been made to
the July 6 memorandum, although several times promised, the subject was .
mentioned during the July 14 meeting, at which time Chancellor Raab suggeated
that experts should work to refine and complete their estimates of heirless
property. 1 : :

{9) |July 15, 1953 - Dr. Goldmann wrote to Chancellor Raab
summarizing what heiunderstood to be the conclusions reached at the July 14
meeting. Paragraph 4 of that letter indicates Dr. Goldmann's \mde!_fs 'd’ing» L
that Chancellor Raab; was ready to take into account in dealing with heirless
" property other factorls than exclusively traceable proPerty. #nd to consider Ll
making availablé a sum for relief and rehabﬂitation work No reply in contra~~ -

diction or canﬁrmation has been received
. [ . -

' press release stated that the héirless property question;

that in September it was expected that all questions not jret;aettled would ‘be"
dealt with. o Lo

[
!

(1 1|) August 1953 Dr Goldmann wrote to Ghanceuog Raa.b -

to Vienna, s

(12) September 17 1953 - Dr. Goldmann talked with )
Chancellor Raab, Dr Goldmann said that if the Austrian Government: were
unwilling to have an heirless property settlément which included non-tracgable
property, it would bIe bétter to abandon the negotiations and leayg the Austrian
Government to take such unilateral steps as it might desire with reg] 0"
the principle of non ’discrimination, etc. Chancellor ‘Ragb’ disagr
idea of abandonment and said that he felt very strongly that's full a
and should be reached. He auggeated a further meeting between'

~and Mr Beckelman A :

(13) Septembar 30 1953 Mr Beckelma.n;had:s‘me f ing With

Mr. Schaerf and D¥: Kamitz. At this meeting he was told; )
 non-traceable property c¢ouid not be taken into account in:
settlement and that in any: event, 'the entire quostion of
not be dealt with at the present. “dn'view of the fact that
still be filed under the present restitutiou hws or extensia

(1}4) October 5.' ;1953 Dr ‘Goldria
Raab expreaaing his surprise and: disappointment at the' reéiﬁ. L the
Schaerf- Kandtzonaékelman meeting. and aaking {or a reply which w ,'ld °P°n
the way to an acceptable aetﬂement ' % : :

o e ey, D s T
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l .
(18) November 9. 1953 Mr Backelman telephonedto

Chancellor Raab's office from Paris, to request a reply to the cable of

Octobep 8.

(16) Nevembex 17 1953 Cable received Irom Gha.nceuor ‘
Raab, rejecting any heirleas praperty settlement until after the Treaty with

Austeia ahan have coma into eifec:t

| RddRpkd

‘l‘here are attached hetato copiea of the fellowing documents,

‘ Ior reference purposes

(a)l Statement. handed to Auatrian Delega.tion a8 o! June 30

1953 re heirless property. The last paragraph of this statement deals briefly
with the argument based on Article 44 of the draft Treaty. |

(b)} Final document submitted by the Delegation of the Com.-
mittee for J’ewish thns on Austria, on July }, 1953

(c) Aide memoire of J’uly 6, 1953 delive:ed by Committee
to Messrs. Gruber and Kamitz

(d)| Draft press communique of July 14, 1953 (prepared

' after meeting with Chancellor Raab).

(e) Memorandum of conversation, prepared by Mr. Beckelman.
(This memorandum was contemporaneously sent to Mr. Kamitz)
|

{f )Dr Goldman s'cablerfOctober 5, 1953

(g) Although a copy of Chancellor Raab's cable has not as
yet been received in the United States, a Jewish Telegraphic Agency telegram
from Vienna attributes to Austrian sources a statement that the veply rejects
any heizrless proporty settlement at present, rejects any concept of an advance
payment, and states that the heirless property problem can only be considered
on a case-by-case study to be made no sconer than six months after ratification

of the Austrian Treaty The JTA dlapa.tch has so far Been kept from the
newspapers. . ,

! | 347336
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‘ ‘Rogard ,n‘gi]
June 17, 1953,

connectlon dg gave riseto’ unpleas .nt dlSCLlSS’.E.OHS.

bellevod that only Jews were persecuted. :

other persons »who were persecuted not for raclal but fcr

‘were uubllSth 1n the press , whlch - smce they were mth‘ou‘t

It can- hardly be dlsputed that the mtervemng organlzamons .
are Speaklng oh - behalf of a group of persons who were: expo ed
to persecutlon dur'lng the German occupatlon of Austr:.a;w :
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‘.Rep esentative ProbSt and his associates,

- nlu thars

Lt S¢&D L33

o,

3

X the end ofi@ctobe
had requested/ “the Flnance Ministery.iin connectmon with . ;press ,
reports on negotiatlons between . representatlves of Jewish, ‘organi- Vi ¥
zations and the fustrian Federal Government, to meke a- report to géu4Q” eiufrfc
Parliament regardlng the claims put foruard by the Jewish Commlttee
and the course ‘of the negotlatlons., v o dot Lot é’“”"*&“mtr

: Y /2 ,

In the same - m;tter, the" Federal Chancellor, Eng, Raab has already Vi Y
made a reply ‘to an inguiry ‘from Reépi-.Dr,-Kraus -and associates, ".xﬁéwf
which we published- yesterday (lst and 2nd Appendix to. Parllamentary
CorreSpondence, Dec. l, 1953)

.'(A -
ot

Flnance Mlnlster Dr. Kamltz now - replied to the inquiry from Rep.‘
Probst and associates,’in.ardetailed: manners - - The statements-of
the Finance Minister went ag follows-

After: the StaLe of . Israel ani the Jew1sh Organlzetlons, after long

negotiations 1n.The Hague, had reached several agreements. :with . the
West Germen Qegublicfregardlng compensation for damages. inflicted
by National™ Sociallsm 16 thé Jews, The :demand was;put forward in
increasing degree that. Austria also concluﬁe such an agreement,

The Cablnet, on. Iuly 22nd 1952, after a report on attenpted meet-
ings and. wrltten rewresentatlons of Jevish organlzatlons onthe
question of heirless Jewish property, did not-consider {tself urmder
an obllgatlon\to enter into negotiations with these orzanizations,
before a settlementw of the ‘questiongi.of. Germen ; prOperty and unclalmed

“ prOperty 1n ﬂonnectlon wlth the Peace Treaty.‘”.

“after a report of the Federal Chancellor .oh the request of the
European Dlrector :6f “the~dmerican Jewish' Committee, Zachariah

Shuster and the General :Secretary of thé European Section of the

. World Jewish- Congress, Dr. S, Roth, concerning the invitation of

the representatlves of “‘the four important world. organizations,

_together wIth the representatlves of the- Israelltlsche Kultusge- -

' was: only authorized to act’'as a:caretaker. - Therefore, the . oentral

neinde, for a discussion of the range of questions concerning com-
ponsatlon and 1ndemn1flcatlon for: Jewish victims of “Nazism as well
as the questlon of Jewish heirless: prOperty in Austria, the Cabinet
decided”on’ Septémber9, 1952 to appoint ‘& Committee- of Officials
(Beanfenkonltee), ‘consisting of represen+°**veo of *the. Chancellory,
the Federal Mlnlstrieseof_the intaflcuenun Jestlee o SOIRL
&dninlstratlon am Finances, for the purp. oL 1isten1ng to the
wlshes of the petltlonerS,_~. - H; B ;:JH' L e i

Ths hearmg however, could not take place since the Federal chern»
nefit’ (béecatse. of ‘preparation: for eléctions am the rew ¢léctions).

i
N

.‘agenc ;svonly collected pertinent material <:e,~“,‘,=,;, : oo
. P ; B N . m

0n Apr1 Ay 1953 the Cabinet had authorlzed the NlnlStGrSnOf 4!
Foreign Affaﬂrs and Finance to initiate- the isteps.. enyvisaged.in the I~

Cabinetts dec131on of - September- 9, 19521 The Kustrian -représentativas <t
ih Washington were -advised to:inform:the: Jewish world organizations ™
orally, that” the:Govermeént was reagy to: Téceive in the.sécond ‘half

of ' Jure, ‘the’ w1shes rélating to the’ ‘prioblems of professing . Jews- who

vere victims of Nat. ‘National ‘Socielism in.Austria,  The organlzatlon +to

be de51gnafed would ave to be authori zed to speak as gole:authorized
representatlve wlth blndlng powers, 1n the name of the persons :
cenccrned.f. : »

H
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'Th.s hearlng vhowever, couldf no‘o Box 5} al Govern-
ment (becaUSe of ‘preparation’ for elections eml t’I}e TEw eiections)
ERFEYR on]y authorized to: act as a. caretaker, Therefore, the central
~.agen01es onlly collected pertinent materlal . S

On Aprll 14, 1953 'bhe Cabinet had- authorlzed ‘bhe I\hn:.sters of .
Foreéeign &ffaz.rs and Finance to, initiate the: ‘steps - envisaged in the
Cabinet's dec:.sion of ‘September 9, 1952. The Austrian representatives
in Washington were ‘advised to- inform the Jewish world organizations
orally, that the Govermment .was.ready to receive in the second half
of Jurne,, the wighes reélating:to the’ problems of proféssing Jews who
were victins of ‘National Socialism in: Austria, The organization to

bé des:.gnated would tave to be authom zed to speak as sole authorized
represantatlve with ‘binding powers, in the name -of the persons '
conccrned. , : ' ’ :

» In collaboration with the Federal Ministries concerned, the guiding
es for Lt ""f‘d?is% ussions were developed. Here, it was first

of all statec} that no: compensation ar reparation duty of Austria

" cane :mto question: bas:.cally, the German Reich respectively its

(Over)
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legal succasscr, were solely oblv-lgated to compensation, since it had

also.ordered the persecution of Jeury.

Austria was at that time oc-

cupied,dnd wlthout the ability.to act under.international law, This
poirnt of view is also reoognized by the State of Israel

The payhent of‘ any compensatlon;gg_xg ‘is out of the questlon since
Austria never dameged anyone; and is therefore not obligated to
Should 40 Austrian citizens mve participated in such

compensate,

torts, they d1d not d so as Austrian citizens, but either on their

own. or on 1nstruct10ns of the then authorltz.es.

Insofar.as.they

acted against [the ‘then existing:laws, & crininal prosecutlon, as’
-well as civil sult iffor. danage payments, is- possmble under-*" ~

&ustman law.

From the above, it follcws that the desz.res arﬂ sugpest::ons of the
Jewish delegates could be exanmined onl; in the llght of how far they

" could be: met 1n the. framework of Austrian legislation, .

In this

.sense, the Gomnttee of¢ Offlcﬁls mll hayve to take a pos 1t10n
Cduring the di scvssmns if the case should arise. -

The Cabinet decided on June 16, 1953 that these guldlng pr1nc1ples
should be ‘followed, with the provision that the. Federal Ministry of
.- Finance s‘lould have ~the chalmanshlp of t'he Comnittee of‘ Offlcn,als

Upon the adv:.co that" dlscussnons

could begln in t‘le m:l.ddle of June,

~ the Jewish organlzatlons thenselves had.suggested the ;date June 22nd

“Already:a week earlier however,. *representatives of the
,organlzatlons arrived-here, de31gnated themst,lves as-&a; "ngh Level
Cormission' and- sought .contzat with 1n01V1dual members "of" Jc,he Govern-
- ment as well’ as the Federal ‘President, ; Furthermore ,.8.Mmass. reeting
of Vienm J‘ews was organized, at which the representatives of the
foreign. organlzatlons emphasized- that they wére. prirarily concerned

- with moral reparations- and that Austrla woul:l have to make a cer-
tain f:.nancml payment AR T e e

“as & start.

On J une.’ 20th {a memorandun was submitted to 3.nd1v3.dual members of the
Government, accordlng to-which.ths. fulfillment of the demands involved
first of all la. moral obligation of the Austrian Federal Government
to conpensate the Jewish- victims of National "Socialist persecution,

as nuch as possible for the wrongs and. danages done to them... These
are not reparatlons demands of any klnd bu’c - . A

',1) a neeisded mprovemnt and -where necessary— amendment
of" ’ohe exlstlng restitution: and 1ndenn1flcatlon leglslatlon.

2) a global conpensatlon for he:.rless and | unclalmed Jewish
property of all kinds, -to the Cormittee which. will use these
‘sums -for. the “improvement of the living. conditiong and the . -
b lot: of’ Jewish v1ct1ms of Natlonal Soc:.alist persecutlon of
Aus’cman orlgm. ~ ST S

The demnds were made with due cons1deration of the capacity of

the Austrian economy; no definite f:.nancial derands could be for-
mulated, ‘but- one’ billion- Schillings as conpensataon for heirless and
unclamedx property would be considered as a'suitable but essential

.basis fer’*the]settlemnt of this demand.;

The buraen wh:.ch would

accrue to Austria out.of the reqmed changes in. the 'e;astmg legis-
lation to meet the urgent claims of the categomes of Jewish victims
preoentlysnot ‘considered, was: estimted in:that memerandum at -

[1-1/2 billion!Sehi 111ggs.

. & part’of thése payments wou.ld urder

- all eircumstances have to be nade. ava:.lable 1n fore1g1 carrency,

whereby it would-however, be: poss1ble 1o cover. a.-portion: by deli-

MThe. value of economic losses only which was

- inflicted: fon: Austrlan Jewry by the National Socialist regime" is
estlmaued J.n «{I,hn.s memorandum at about :30: b:r.llion Schmlllnvs. K

- veries .of p'oods.

.After ‘ohe Executlve Commttce whlch had been designa u@d for the

347340

discussions with the Committee of Officials, had been recelved on
June 22n¢i by the M:Lnister for Fore:.gn Af‘falrs and r(yself - whereby

“““““

fferated -8 remort was “endered on June 23, 1953 to the, Gablnet re--
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gardmg the representatlons of Jewry, the subnlss:.on of the~ emo--
randum, and the‘ conduct of the negotiations on the level of -offi-
cidls, "4t the. same .cabinet reeting, the government adopted Propo-
sals regardlng the extension of compensation to offlcmls and Jcom~

pe"lsatlon :f'or deprmvatlcn of llber'hy to former Austrlan cltlzens. ‘

., P

gardlng their conform.ty wn.th the le 'flslatlvé provx
' Austrla. , This ;was to be mparted as well ‘as explalned

 June: ZA‘hh ,---fI-‘he representatlve of ’ohe Mlms‘cry of Flnance ih hls in-
‘troduction-deserited the; Augtrian legal posn_.tlon;and r:artlcularly en- -
-phasized: that Aus:trm :had  never. catsed dny, damacre ” and” therefore can~
not be reqm.rec{l to. give: compensatlon f‘or damges. It was also by no
means. true. asicertain -propaganda- would - lnve it that Jevs: alone vere
persecuted, The Cormittee: ofy Offmcmls could only receive ‘the requests

- amd clarify the existing legal pos:Ltlon. . The Jewish delegates subriit-
‘ted - a statementof.the.material losses of the Jews in Austrla, which
were estmatedj at U;S. Dollars 1, 188,000, ooo.‘ In thls' meetlng, only
the n-eneral v:tewpomts ‘Were Speca.f’led.

In the followlng dlscussa.ons of June 2‘51:1'1 and 26th ‘the” md:t.v:Ldual
‘points,of the .progran. of demands were discussed 1nformat1vely, where-
by details.w - not _dlscussed Y5 the follown.ng days detalls were ‘
discussed by th cxperts of” thej'Comittee m.tn the of‘flcmls of’ the

‘aspropr:t.s**e .,_»m 1sques. R

In tm last Jomt dzscussn.on of June BOth a further memorandun on
the basis of. the derands - . was submtted by the Jewlsh SJde - further—-
more, 8- memorandun -on - ho:.rless and uncl&:.med prOperty and a smlary
review on’ the ’clams and suggestlons regardlng mdlv:tdual‘c]ams of

Jewzsh v1ct1ns of‘ Hazz. persecutlon.

In the course of the negot:atlons there arose the poss
ticularly in. connectlon with the request for rellef:ne sures fc:p Tree-
turned. remgees S o achleVe a solutlon whlch wou.ld obvmte the need
of enacting of the. Elghth Restltutlon Law regardlng dwellvlngs - it

- is true that this law continues to be demanded in increds ‘

. for busingss’ premlses. k Durlng the negotlatlons, a memorandu’“ was
further: subnitted; regardlng neasures requlred to alléviate the' wrong
inflicted on’ Jews in Austna, which did not 1nc1ude any” statenents ‘
on f‘l’rures. J :
In.the. course of the dlscussn.ons the representatlves of the Jewish
orgamzatlons always enpha.s:.zed that the. flgures submtted by then
were -only a “*baclcground“ to their demands and should ‘tw no means be
considered as' definiteyj. the payments were te ‘ce brought mto line wlth
the - capacrby l'of Austria to pay. 4

On July 6th. the chm.rman of the Jewlsh Delegatl.on, Mr. Beckehlan,
submitted an‘|Aide Memoire to the Mifister for Forelgn Affairs &m
nyself, .in which it.is stated that he. had been promised by the .,
-Federal Ghancellor an agreemnt by July 15, 1953, amd ‘He' therofore '
‘had to have: befOre that day, a: declslon regardl'lg the . following '
requests byJewry* . o .

3

i

}would na'tke avallable fon payment of conpensatlon:toi”survi%lng
' f.eJew:Lsh va.ctlns of Naz:. persecutlon. s - :

1
b) Sétting’ up of a plan,ln agreerent With the. Jem.sh dsTe-

-~ gatesy: regardlng the distribution

this amount .among the -+

.'f~var10us flelds oi‘ leglslatlon. - i
‘i . ? ‘ . m
c) Preparatlon of draf‘t laws :m agreement wn.th the Jewish re- I

,- present?.tlons in.the .year’ 1953 and thelr earllest subm1ss:.on gg

vk as goverment proposals to Parllanent

d) Se'{,'t,lng aslde of an approprmf. g
heirless property of Jews in Ausnrla, whether the "\ IO
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';partlcular
flnmaterlal

”“on‘the ba51$ foexistlng

ér portlonxcan be met

"“ﬁ  lready the case with

1S3 .
war gravds (se'e Federal Léw of "July 7; 1948 “BGBL; Hew 175):: 1Also

At SE0e3}

-‘1t was ascertalned 1n’the duscuss1ons, that

neasures for hous1ng rellef could be taken on ths basis of ex1st1ng laws,

It would however, sébm : "n ch rnnent 'to enact
. measures which hould grant r_h‘“conpensation X ifor damages.
There can only Pe éonsideration of individual’
citizens who are presently in need, It must: Be malnta d< however,
that Austrie 1t%e1f dld .not 1nf11ct any danages durlng uhe perlod of
its . occupat' ‘ J 36 uir : =}
tion; for leg]
' Relch,respect‘lve_ "4

hehgovérnnent Whlch 1s'tb be*con51dered 1ts legal

former Austrian

‘successor, hss toAbe4llable. I Uersons rcgardless of thelr ‘rationality,

have engaged lﬁ pelsecuiOry acts in ‘vicjation. of‘the*thOn‘éx1st1ng laws,
then these jesnon51ble - espectlvely liable under the ex-

concluéi
lo to be

u'.s1tlon v1s'“: S5
. ﬂctlons 15" T

\ not“been in: a
”1t could ‘be

.protectlon and ald “but that thls appeal went‘unheeded and that
very shortly after the Ge“man occupatlon of_Austrla, the d1p10mat1c
wr f i 1t S FoRP -‘ ,

catastrophes m} Italy énd the Netherlands, Lt b
- part of. AuStr"aV.*hat Austrla cannot alone take such

g Al . ‘ ’
meqsures, _ y Qrofe351ng Jews only»would be 1n contradlctlon

”-to the SrOVisions “of th

T *

f
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ARCHNES’V DEC[_AS FIED 3 RG statements '

S IntH e /X!’QH_\ Vats IITU £ the Jewish
orgar .:.‘z-i}crmw " L F ” ted by them
were only| a "backgrou.txi“ to | : - no neans be
conmdered as definite; the’ Byx%%m .W“(:é) - J into line with

the capac:.ty of Austria to PaY.

On July 6‘1',h 'bhe chan.rman of the Jewish Delegatwn, Mro Beckelman,
submitted an ‘Aide Memoire to the Hinister for Foreign Affairs am
myself, m which it is stated. that he had been promised by the
-Federal Chancellor an agreerent by July 15, 1953, and he therefore -
had to have before that day, a ‘decision reg;aréh_vso the follom.ng

requests by Jewry

a) Statement of a- total amount, whlch the Austm.an Goverm-lent

‘would make. avallable for payment of canpensatlon to surviving
. Jem.sh victims of Nazi persecution. -

b) Sett:l.ng up of a plan,in agreement with 'bhe Jew1sh dele-

:gates,‘ regarding the distribution. oi‘ thls anount a.mong the

o varltlaus fields of legislatlon. R

) Preparat:.on of draft 1aws in agreement with the J‘ewish re-—-

- presentations. in the year 1953 and their earl:.est submlssmn

o as gciavernnent prOposals to Parlmment

d) Settlng asuie of an, apprOpriate sum in settlement for the

heirless property of Jews in Austria,” whether the property is.

(nver)

tracTabla or not,

Y 347343
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nmade in that connectlon, ‘and pertlculerly, ‘the Central tical

Of;lce wQS\requested to examlne the flgures on the b&Slu ofaex1st1ng
cénsus: flgures{ : - R b

[

It cén be stated already thet ‘there are‘in the flgures ofi the ‘Jewish
: delegates, dupli‘cations’ «for: example;. threugh the fact that for as~

sets which- disappeared, 1nd1v1dual compensation. is -demanded- on- the
one’ hand ‘while |onithe  other ‘hand, unider ‘the: semeuheadlng, .diemands are

‘made. 6n the basis that such'assets’ whlch ‘are no longer traceable, re-
‘melned 1n Austfla and:. enrlched 1ts economy. : L

Gognletelx unaecegtable appears the demend for the payment ef a glo
settlement for the so-called "heirless property™: :{unclaimed- property)
This ecannot be}ascerte1ned at present becausé the deadlines for. the
filing of claims, :particularly under the ThiFd Restitution: Lawy have
not expired: and ‘moréover,  claims for the'restitution of many assets
could not yet: be fiiled-for the reason tlat:the third, and*fouwrth Res-
titution Clalms Law still ha'.e not been settled in Parliament, This
explains the- splll ‘compara? ‘le large ;amount of the-assets fer ‘which
no restltutlon claims ‘héve B en flled which 'is estimated at 300 mil~-
lion: Schllllng. Mith the creation of the.'3d and 4th Restitution
Claims laws, this® -dmotnt would be smgnlflcantly reduced; Moreover,
it must be conoldered that in effecting restitution, counter claims
against the: pﬂoperty must be satisfied, so that hardly more than 20
to 25 million Schllllng may remzin for the "Collecting “Agency for
Confiscated Propcrty." Only property which is subject to restitution
on the be31s of the First Restitution Law, :can pass“to. The Collectlng
Arency ex. legé, vhile all asséts subject.to, restltutlon ‘under. the
Third Restltuglon Law - which in thes: ‘meantime were acquired by private
individualis - |can be trarsferred to the :Collecting 4gency -only after
completion of restitution pr0ceed1ngs in court. Ia any event, these
restitution clalms would. have to be advanced by an; agency, 1ndeeend—
ent of the government C e AR N

whlcn was not clalmed in tlme, was demonstrated alreedy 'in the draft
of the: 5th restltutlon claims: law, which.states that: restltutlon elaims
for those.. assets which weré.not claimed: in- tlme, should be put fcrward
by a “Collectlng Agency for Conflseated Preperty.“ G ,,Lyf
During- the dlécu831ons, representatlves ef the Arab States have i@
called on: the1fere1gn ministry ard -have p01nted out: that. 4, Settle— '
ment similar to ‘that in Germany, whereby payments would be made to the
State of Israel would not be calmly acecepted. by the'Arab 51de. lhe

. Austrian’ Gevernment pointed-out’ that the. Israel Foreign- Mlnlster,IMoshe

Sharett- hlmself, at-the occasion of the:signing of the' so-called. Hague
Agreements in September 1952, had stated that.a: settlement gimilar-

to the German@one was out of the questlon for Austrla.

|
On July 14th 1953 the Cablnet declded to request the organlzatlons
first -of all. to submit an gstimate.for.the heirless: gnegertx, e A

- the.same; Cablnet Meeting a repart wag que on-a resolution. of- the

World Alliance -of Chrlstlan Jewry, whlch had teen. aubmltted by 1ts
Executive. Commltfee. 4 number of other crganlzatlonSs such.as. the
American K2 Assoc1at10n, the Swiss Central Office for Refugee ‘Relief
and several: other organlzatlonssln and; out81de of Austrla, called
the. attention of.the Governient to the fabt that, they k:
considered themeelles represented by;the represent 1

Jewlsh organlzet ons. in' Vienna,. and t they § i
monOpely of - representatlon. The Cnthollc'Church has'ropeatedly
expressed itself in ‘the -same. way. Subsequently, ‘numerous letters
from 1nd1v1duals arrived, whidh- -again ard’ again p01nt out that‘
persons, were eersecuted who did, not belong to the Jewish, falth ani
vere not eveﬁ Jews 1n the meanlng of the Nuernberg Laws. ;-.j': S

‘,“have 1nlthe1r flrst stages already led te certxln;A

|
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- To do that fairly,

. be given to all those who
1stigators, The United States,
ers of war, returned
As reggrds ctger

Pointing cuf the 1nadequacy of existing 1egislatian to
this effect, the United States element has repeatedly urged
since 1947 the need: for greater amends. In simple jus

must continua to Prga‘kustria to comply with this oblig tidn."
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m Comnittee fo¥ Jawi ah Cliaims on Austris, which vepresents 32 Jewish .
ﬁrganinﬁons in ‘thls countries of the Free world has been negétiating with the

ng out of treat-

Governwent: of Austria since June 1953 on Jewish claims ari

ment of Jews m&ustﬂndnring thals:as:x rogima These negotistions bave.

been carrisd on wit? the ful}. knawla&ga and Wt&muc oncwmt of

the Bopartmnt and’ of the Amriaa.n Emhassy in ?hm ﬁanrthahss & raecent
A "fllor w ‘and statomnta mda early {n December the

& Minister defore tha inatrhn Parliament

reverse the previous hapa ful situition and hevé brought about @ crists in
thege nagotiations. The statessuts mede before the parliamsnt have béen
given wm‘«‘pnnﬂ;&i’fy by the Austrian authorities and in the press..

The simtion 1s mrthar aggravated by rsc.aat public reports thaih the
Augtrian. anthnr&ths m at the same time prening for measures for the

benefit of tqmrr;:;quem ‘of thé agi party in Auatria.

Ve feol that tha prsaent situation is so eritical as to justify our réquesting
the favar cf E 3 pexsnm mtarview with yoa,., ¥e ave cognisant of thn damands
on your um and m gmﬁm for the sympathetic atmn&&oa ztm tn our
representatives by Assistant Socmtary Karehant 'and hig etaff. Fevertholsss
we feel that the present stmosphere is so chargsd with tenslon and explosive
poss‘ibiit‘t‘iﬁ# 8«? ~'¥s- cmqmm of both 'tha tone ami ths content of the
Aungtrian- pn‘huc dwlamtiona under mfamm that 8 mtug betusen ymul!
and the leaders of| ths American Jewioh org&amum parsicipating in the

' ~““: ilé"f cd:s&’nzz}} J4'7353
VF!C 596~ Acibri /Zerarﬂl.f
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A would: be highly lmportant and

' mmtim siibors 6f the committea for Jevish Ciiing on
Angtria Wanld be phmaad to come to -

gton &t your conwnhnco at any

iboy 21-23 Ancluefve should your schedule not call far

4

\
Jour prosence in Washington during that poriod wo would hope that & meeting

tine between Dé

with ﬁndarsacrohry \mth might be nrmnged. We wish to reiterate §h,a§ our

requast f{ﬁr' thls. mlt.ing erices both cut of our concerm for the Himanitarian
objectives of ournaj&o‘-’iﬂtions with Austria and out of our urgent dsam to

avold sy unfevorable dsvelopusnte: |

Ve would apprsehta T mply at your mly canmiam directed to. M Kagan, |
Seeretiry,. Qemittoa ‘Lo Jewieh Glnlu on &uatria Suite 800, 270- Minon
Avemue, New. York city.

Rupaetmny yours, » .
Jasod muuwm Presiﬁant Amsrican Jowish Committee

Frank Goldman, B vy muaant B'Eai B'Rith

Adolph Held, Chairmen ,‘J‘whh ‘Tador Compittes.

-

Gustav Jsllimk Go-ﬁhaﬁxm, ¥orld Counsil of Jews from Austrm

347554
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‘ _the current nagotiationaz

;as cf British Jews L
“'chld Jewlsh congress
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hwn»gnns’hmﬁw' The
6 us iﬁl,"t 1n¢1fms¢qm:gln@ﬂw
ection of any se\tlement of the halrlsss
,f*-’ f;,nmb' \ effeotive and which

B and the

'bbw bhe Chanceller
wwmaalma:mgmHNMrhna»-'hnmonmuh at least in
There is little

ty er\, which.is probably
hub&aiwedmum uﬂfummnﬁn o8 snd, both Yere
y ,»theiwmtrﬁnsanvanumn

;'nnhﬂkmdtium.tmuwmatsnu' unan:h:tha

ént 1% io mu%tyswmwmwlﬁhur ‘their failire,

ttee's moral position is sound. Iw 4indtial demend

on,. but 1tluu:anre:nuuudﬂa'talkad n terns of

w{1) . In 1ts telegram the Commlttee Bt tes again its
amgreciation of cooperation glven by the Departmen@ and by the
Embassy ' 3
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1y vfftouwﬂ,mﬁluhmﬁw

: sm,ed this po:uey puhliuly o May 21, 1952 (?ab ¢).

MMttnwswwmamm the Austrisn Ambassador to
‘our interest S.n{tha matter, They may also suggm that you aoz;sidnr
lon of ‘our posi 1 m and/or

nagot.iate pmmpuy and m goad. faitk. '
Rmm‘f 1 ‘

l. That you reeaivo uw mpreaeatauves of t-he Committee as near as
ponaﬁ.blo to the dates which tkcy auggeab (Ma 21-25), .

2, rmsmvrgmnmtmmasmm cannot bodmmmbotha
egotiations betwesn the cmm and tha Amm ﬁovmmt. but that
you would agres: ,

(a) That. the aomitm 2y say, :hz m pnblie mtmt abcmt this

mc).~

y-and’ that he. balievu pmmss eowd &
lm-am m&m most mlﬂmly now,
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Decerniber 30, 1953

The Honorable Robest D. Murphy
Deputy Undersecyetary of [State
Washington 25, D. €.

Dear Mr. Murphy:

Weé have the hanor to ‘hand you herewith, in connection with our
- discussion of today's &nm. the Io‘ owing docurnenta:

{a) A copv af the letter dated Becember 11, 1953, addressed to
Chancellor Raab, on beha.lf of the Joint Executive Board for Jewish Glaims
on Austria; and

i
i

(b) A memorandum entitled: Austrisn Goverament Measures for
the Benefit of Ans 3 s .

Very truly yours,

For the Committee for Jewish Claims on Austria

Tacob Blaustein | Framk Goldman . Adod Held

Ro« 5q
Baiin (WY (obr5P0223
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¢ sge 1O veason in the tentative proviaicns

‘M&BM“WMW@.%MMM&,MWW&&W&%@ |

mtilement of this protlem,

b) mwh&mmmmamaaaammmw
the record discloses then to bo & skmrpmrmlaf the position previcusly
stawﬂbythsma‘bﬁanﬁommnt

olegr; That recerd shows conaistent inaistence Yy
 Board for Jawish Ulsiws on fustria that the problems of
‘ lqm.alanm fur thu bensfit of m&ﬁm& mmv:!ng

& present &maaion uf bcth mwm, ami an at’wwt to
, satiafnotoxy sottlement on both of these imsues,

'ﬁw reigox :Lu;fwt sma baek veayond last Juie, but aince, st the spscific
tation strian Govermment, fbma’t diaag on wmmm, 1953,
v axarplas dme that dute, widah a!mrly
n Goversme ,*e to tryte rrive

iﬁml?, 1953. Purausnt to arrengsnante ;

::!n m&x ngton; a delegation of vonbérs of thi 3&1:& Exasitive

via cellsd ox you, Thore vere also présent
, Fomwn Hinieter Gruber snd Finanse Ministas Xemits,
this mmwmmmwwmmmmmmwxm

Haeonm«am vith the Austrisn Arbessador

(i)

Y _ R dhicinaumefiad s gtatsent of

Dr, mxm that t}aﬁ,‘ vmting was m cmhﬁ it ia clom* t.hat *hhia meting

was ttmny red in ammt wlth the fastrisn it Par in advance
3 e slesy gt the eutset of wy presentation

20 at 4 "Mng that uu&was your Govarnment were rasdy to ﬂimsm

thaimawi : 'wmms,wﬁaulémtataWtthmgaﬂﬂ :
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in his Bawmbar 2 abatmtxb anﬁ mmipt of it wae “m :

by yoo o Jans 3.9, our letter of June 19 dtated *hhaﬁ yeu

oopled to I e, W;Wranavr.watm ‘J’hatmmrmmtm
the hairhns pmpoxtw clainm in its very first paruamnm

{iv) June 2223 and 25y On June 22, Mry. Bockelman, Chiof qz:f
Bogrdts ne Mam delagetion, and two mmra of the J‘am Bxagut
Eam\&, mﬁ a m«ting with ?omign mnxm Grubey and Finanos Wt ster Kamitz.
cligimg irined vhat was satd at thet meoting in his letter to the
riatars. af Juns. 234 In thet lettor, ke took “thiwm opportunity to
rostate vhat ny colleg )amﬂ I beliove 0 have boen the salient eoncluaions
of our conversation of Mondsy, Juné 22, 1953," In point (a) of thoms con-
cluaions, M Emkﬁ.iun sf.atad that; vﬁﬂo the Austyrian Covermment twlieved
tho f&g\ms mﬁmﬂy mabedtied to ba high, *The Austrien Covarnmont accspts
, 68 ,,_“"“rwmgouauwawmammmmw
ord in the ovent that the docwrentery end festval meteriel
ptall 4 in sotdsfiotorily m?rstan?m‘m

' wnmmmwreemrmﬂmmtm
ere ut presant differences in cur interpretation end
mwaguiwwmmmmmmmm

iscusaions (euch for example us "heirless propsriy”),
~ tha dustrian Coverrment accepts the memorandum abové
- rafaz*zedtouthabanizofmgaﬁuﬁm Inmapme
b wbjwta or Wﬁa mzxtic«md i.n it are omlu&nd
from th?a purview of the mgot&adm.
O June aﬁg‘mniatar Kemits replied to Vr, rxeuhalmn's latﬁ-er; and
said {1n tranalation)y

;;coub‘m;; ‘
R(r 5' q - .
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ar Gruber, vamzw lika to mavim

ﬂmam od Bagotiatia
batmm your upmwntaﬁwa unﬂ ey m;mamta,
s 4f the prineiples of the wemorandum exe recagniszsd,

oculd than sexve as & besis for dissusiion, I believe the
- poin lm-a ia cnly a muall musnce of expressions” (undm

(v) Jinga bmJuné 30; During this periocd of formml demmn

mﬁmge, nothing wns sald by youy delagation which mggested & reversal of

ag reaghad vith the Chancellor that heirlaess propérty was s proper

A :tfw'iméia&e Wnensaion, Dissussions on this subject in t’anf. PG

{ve) m,‘va, mmwmtwmmmm&wmm

and éiéeumd with Mintsters Gruber and Kemits daelares that the Bomrd regards
an mn’l&m jressrty ssttlement as an essential ingmﬂiant of B sytiefadtory

'.‘Lf.uam:ms. A mséting vap held with you, st which I

a8 proparty, snd you miggested that axperts cught to work to

matasy Oalya’ulyls,; I wrote to mumarize the rewmlts vﬁ' that
h%or 1ndiuatadww‘fi“ thatymwxq

mltdplying 8 sxaxplos, m Wiquu 1ssued br the Austrian
osgrnment on Jnl}y %»‘ ‘refara amaiflcally to heirless property and its use
ng; suwiﬁng v'ict m' .’tnd.’ma‘tas that the delagaﬁenn would meot agiin in

nimnimtmﬂthwamﬂnmmmvw, 1953, 1 midfran!ﬂythat
tmmmafmw&@pxmyimmnmmnmmwmm
all ssttlsmenty. !wammnthatymmmimaﬁthﬁaw cottlomant
mmiaammiwdmmnhm property eculd and should be veashed.

'maﬂviw now expressed, as ue understand thet view, that we must postpone

to an 4rnite fnwre éam a ssttloment of the heirless property problem,
' '*Mfd'.
. « ‘
RS54 / | 347369
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any cadés

m(ahm, i feal that 1% 44 not riegessary to labor
8 44 of the draft Tresty dtos not affect the presen

" Butwmy;iam%am“ |

(a.) ‘.’che Treaty 45 not & gomplets draft. It muy never he
mlam; It 18 not in foress It may newer bs in foros, It W ng presert
(h) muLtaver the spplicsbility of Artiele !,\4?; 14 oold not in

agi a8 as to whioh the £1iling ﬂ&ai 1ines bave elres
axpireds s is m faot oo ] : e 3s Horec
Article 44 Gould not conseivably npply to heirlsss assots which eve non-
tracesble and thevefors not within the purview of the vestituwtico Yews

(s) The dispositions being presently proposed by our Board in
respaot of helrless| snd unclaimed property sre in full acoord vith tha basie
principles of the Tresty, Thus, the interpretstion put bty the Austrian Govern-
msnt on the Tresty is mmﬂy shered. by 0o other Government, m Aldad
Council in Vienrs was informed of our negotistions by note of June 17, 1953,

o objeoticn whateoever was made by any membsr Govermment, Moreover, support
for the objective of @ rutuslly sstisfectory sgreement o both wpwks of theue

‘negotd sticns hae been soveral times stated ty Allded Govermmesnts, ami we believe

mwwmwmmwmmmmmm. ‘l‘hapriw haa, for
exmmple; bean publicly éxpreseed that justice to perseoutess - for whose benefit
the heirless property would be used - should goms before measures aimed ab
roguleriging t-hs #t;la’hm of those who participsted in Heod activitien,

(&) Finally; what 1= under discussion here is mwm of &
fundamental and taels pringdple - to whish the Austrisn Govermment has indicsted
ita wnmmq M pﬂndpla is thet the Austrisn Government should not

AT : ed an w result of persecution end extermivatien practiced
by tb.a Nagzis. The mlamtatim of that prinsiple is clearly not affaatad,
cartainly mt a&wrmly, by the proposad Tl‘ﬁ&fiy&

13,. nxﬁtwﬁr. Kwitalnhia atatamntofw:-ﬁ-
lon that the Joint Uxecutive Board for Jewish Claims op
N tory treatmont for Jewish vistinms of Hast parunmzt.ien.

Ve are uttarly shocked that such en isplication gould sppesr in any
official statement of the Austrian Oovernment. lNothing oould be t’art.hsr f‘rtm
_mt'ﬁn
-
s ! 247370
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na t, to those who have themailven
Ltk uld suggest Pavored treate
2 o mwtrian

It 48 & fuot that any
neirlaa uewbﬁ: ,:f

Jonal S Sarwmtiw and that, .
: pm*iahaﬁ s.m&er ﬂa‘k&w Soolnlddm, You are aat ummw,
token egocuit 6f fn Ir. Kandtw's lengthy statement, that over thivd of the
entiva prowwwr JMnh popilation of Austria parished, Cut of t&maa mocutions
on e wholesale aoale orim.mtos tha prosert clam for helrleea pmpaﬂaf.

That the vest mpcndsrm of pevmwtaaa une!m' the Hamly wve st
15 bitterly ubrvime.' That fact is inter onally recogrimed; for hmt«anca,
in the Farla Rs;mtim Agrnemub, Under that agreovent, miened by 17 netions,
certain contingent sums were allocated for relisf and resettlament of none
repatrisble viotims of Cormen actio. It was subsaquenntly sgreed by the
eorpetent naticns t.hat of these sums ninety percent should be alf.!wmd for
Jewish persecuteas; aad ten peresnt for i *‘jfwish porsacutons,

: A leglaiative zgrogrm for the reldef of persecuteoes should speak for sll
persecutess; of sémw kind, who suffered the sare kind of ﬁm@ vhathar the
basds for Hasl perseoution it religious, racial or peliticsl, A program which
deals equitably with heirless property sheuld desl with sll suah property.
It 1¢ not s souree of satisfestion, Mr. Chensellor, but of heavy serrow, that

~ noce toaches that the overvhslming portion of heirless property will be
Jowlah pragm'ty becauaa the Jows slons were the vietims of & policy of mass
exﬁum’matm.

You know,aam we have dexonatrated, that vast sums were lost hy thoas
vhey with their cmim fenilies, perishod under the Nagi sword, Substantial
par‘bim of thess sums, trasesble end non~trecesble, remained in the Anstrisn
soonuny, end benefds z% to this day. There also m fastories in iustria, now
epamhmg, which wxs hdlt or hilitated with Jewdsh slave Ysbor. No
state will vieh to be the bonf&edary af the mrder of itz citimons and
maﬁ.ﬁmtm

sstontid,,

‘k: 347371
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are in sy vy &iscriwinatory, and we - a5 g
o Governments « foil to sse uny basis on uh'i,gh W - sould
ative of wy constituticnsl safeguards ageinst Gisoriminati

| N
e have mdurm‘! our elaims te¢ the nﬁts &f our consciense, Yo ave
prapared to d.iacusu ‘athoda of 1iqnﬁaw agreed gmounts whieh um.
impose 1ittls burden on the Austrian ewnmv. Under thass ciyeunstances,
& gnd means of mitigating the sufferings of the ﬁcﬁm«

s dlaoussion of waYy
of Nagism is mmzaawé by elenmentary prindiples of fustioce,

.- The Jeint Emautive Board for Jw&nh Cleims om Austyrig is of the firm
cpind.m that, given good will, thore exlsts no real cbstacle in the way of o

satisfectory and present solution of the problems which it has dlecuss=d with
i3 zoon ‘a8 we hegr {rom your Cowgnment that you

the Austrisn Gi
are rosdy to mntlm éismmicma on both rajor subjects of cur megotistions -
the 1egislatiw 'pmm tor mm{vixag persswma and the heirlass property

: ‘ - Ay scoeptable date for the mw

tions vhich beaan under hepeful circumstances,

1 .
: Very truly yours,

DR, NAWOM GOLDMARN

A 347372
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A delega.%tion representing the Committee for Jewlish Claims on

Austria called ’ooday upon the Deputy Undersecretary of State, Mr. Robert
Morphy, to discuss the crisis in the negotiations between the Austrian
Government and thei world Jewish orgam.zat:x.ons for a settlement ‘of Jewish
claiwms aga.inst Austr:.a.. |

‘ Mr. Jacerb Blaustein, President of the Americam Jewish commi'btee,
Mr, Frank Gel.dma,n,' President of Bnai Brith and Mr., Adolph He’id, President

of the Jewlsh Labor Committee, e:qarégsed apprecia{;ien for the sympathetic

 attitude with {vhiqh the United States Government has been following these

negotiations. It has cslled to the attention of the Department the refusal
of the Austrian Govermment to contimue the negotiations on a settlement -
of the claims for heirlsss property, The kustrian Government had agreed

to discuss a settlement of this issue lest June vhen negotiations began.

The delegation poimted out that while balking on a settlement of
heirless Jewish p‘:{‘operty, the Austrian Govermment has repeatedly attempted
to restore preper‘tiay and legal status to incriminated Nazis. The Jewish
representatives aJI.SG recalled that tens of thousands of Americen citizens

who have suffered llosses and. privations 'bhrough Nazi rule in Austria, but

were for'tunate to lﬁnd a haven in the United States, are vitally concerned

with the successi‘ul outcome of the negotiations.
On leav:ﬁng the State Depart-men‘h the delegation reported that
« Murphy expressed t _deep concern of the United States Government over
the deadlock in th!:e negotiatidns between the Austrian Government and the
Jewish erganizations. ‘He assured the delegation that the Departwment of

State will cont:imie its efforts to bring aboufb a satisfactory resumption
~~tiationg,.
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The following will repreeent the Executive Committee for Jewish
Claims on Austria at the meeting in Mr. Murphy's office on December 30,
at L1302

Mr. Jacob BIAUSTEIN, President of the American Jewish Committee
Mr. Frank 'GOLIMAN, Honorary President of B'nai Brith
Mre Adolph: HELD, Chairman of the Jewish Labor Committee

Dr. Nehemilah ROBINSON, Representative of the World Jewish
Congress

Mr. Saul KjAGAN, Executive Secretary of the Committee
|

Mr. Seymour RUBIN, who is Counsel and Washington Representative
1 for the Committee.

l

From WE:  Mr,| Freund )

will attend

Mr.| Appling )

L]
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 DEPARTMENT OF STATE <% L

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: pogambor 31, 106Z

SUBJECT: pogotiatioiis with Adstria Osvernusnt on Restitution Cusstions

PARTICIPANTS: it e R -

| Srotative Sosrd of the Comaitten for Jovich mm o Austila

Ut e, aorphy , mh?asy; Vienna
| Ur, Bluustein explaiss am Bmscative l&ew&*é m&m 68 Wmﬁaﬁtw of '
mﬁar a’wm wm&sﬂm, in Zurops aorise, o o8& tho State Department

¢ end halpfulness, 8

that dm;amn Fopested eaﬂur awlsru enging: th.at amt&aumn Yotweon 4is Come
aittm ad the Auatriom Go ' rore/ talte intd acgount both & hgielnﬂ'%
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