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O ‘JFIDEI\!TIAL ) o . AMERICAN EMBASSY EC:n
ATRGRAM -~ - ; gé::::
1 '25‘" ‘~,FROM; Amerlcan mé%ﬁ“?‘“* -
1 o . Madrid. ‘
A DATED: )mwbé, 2§ 37%’4‘" !

American Embassy,
Brussels,

 ﬁi//*%f'..r“  . 1

Reference is made to the Denartment’s A-64 of
February 28, 1947 regarding diamonds held by the Allied
Trusteesnlp in Madrid. These are the diamonds that were
referred to in Hadrid's A-7 of October 11, 1946 and A-8
of December 6, ‘1946 addressed to the American Bubassy
at Brussels and marked for the attention of Russell H.
Dorr, American Minister.

The British and French Sections have agreed to send
* .the diamonds te Brussels and/or The Hague for indentifi-
cation and subsequent sale if 1ndent1f1ed as loot.  How-
ever, they do not agree to the surrender of the proceeds
thereof to the Inter-governmental. Committee on Refugees
~since they oontend that the proceeds properly belong S
to the Trusteeshlp as former German governmental assets. :
Consequently, it is requested that the proceeds be de- b//
posited in an account to be opened in the name of "The
Representatlves in Spain. OL the Allled Control Coun01l
for Germanj '

 3puamn1p/£gJedozd POq0OT =0°*TTL=

The diamonds are being shipped by the next available
‘courier and it is requestﬂd that the Embassy at Brussels
keep the Embassy in Madrid informed a8 to the developments
in this case. -

. Copled to Department London, The Hague, Berlln,
and Parls.

o BONSAL
Byron E, Blanklnshlp/ea | _ ’ . .
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S TR T mmm dimnﬂs meovam by truatushtp{!’w A-ua Bscember 6)
’ ' Darry ua delegat

hﬂa no anthuri ¥ auther:zo uquzaanon 1:1 Spain

\ R o ‘.é'z" as y cr rasn?atibla proparty or ot Geman memal. assets. B Onl.y ,
| ranethm xm re aeman oxternal mm 1a to rmwve for distri‘nntion

mm mmber countriea the pmgeda or gueh’ m&tn, the sarekeepug

| that um mxght be xmma&pal exhsbn us evsaencs thmagh pex:haps

- preeiss’ mmtwmon ,‘_,,,,’_;_nua.

» o s. aima you state legmn mrso a'armm 1n Madrm has bean
I | kapt rnny M'f  regarding uamm hbasay asms nuthzng surthaw
‘ hm. Mua.-. ts nc‘bian by his Mamy 18 noai.reﬁ please advise.
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WNITED STATES OF AMERICA =~ .
-\' : C - Fou
N3 . D AMERICAN EMBASSY éﬁ?"‘*“‘
‘ dw”AIRGRAM - 1|
“ﬁégéé;@f o o oo Cons
e 5 Froms American Embaasy, Press___ .
| .. 'Madrid, Spain ‘ éﬁﬁh__mw
; ULT,. ..
- . SECRET ) o Batez DW ¢, i‘??‘é &
e Americsn Eubassy, |
Lo - Brussels, o ' . o
A—X

For Russell H. Dorr, American Minister.

v Reference your . tele;ram ?ctober qo T p.m,, 1946
regard”‘g-dlamonds réecovered by Madrid Trusteeship,

Lo , - You Btate Belgian authorities claim Belgian ‘Embassy
! ‘ Madrid and Trusteeship have elready reached agreement
: for reatitution of. diamonds mentioned in my-
| ‘ ~ Qctobér 11 gnd- only dquestion is whemher they*should be
o » 50l1d in Madrid or returned to- Belgium. ,my A=T indicates,
! however, that restitution claim is still open and your

: No. -10 Gctober‘_i,suggeats certain dlfflculties in 1ts
resorutvion \ ,

§ , . The oircumstances are as follows: ‘In the latter
o - part of 1944 the local Netherlands Tegation, acting on
information furnished by the local Belgian Embassy,
asked the Sparish ‘Ministry of Foreign Affairs that .
- - pteps be taken to secure the blocking of certain diamonde
| "+~ - understood %o be of Dutch origin which were on -salé in’
i . Madrid by one. @tto HAHN .and one  Adolf MUELLER. one lot
i of diamonds was sold in October,. 1944, at a price of
! © 450,000 pesetas. The intermediary. who received the
' ~ -diamonds &nd passad them on to Hehn was one Lothar MAUS,
'~ employee of local German psrastatal firm (Exportadora
o de Pieles, S. A.). Mueller declares that the only part
- he played in the affair was that or presenting Maus to
" Hehn, at Maus' requeést., Maus was arrested with Hahn,
-and declared gt the time. and subsequently that he had
received the diamonds in two lots from one KOCH (whc \
haa yet to be dlscovered or further identifled) the e
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,opy for American Embmy
M &) at Br“ssels-
ws
E umm STA
{Eaassy a? F T

’ : in this airgram a Gezman
v whi e ehriatian name, it has now been as
..Johan, was aot;.e'aa “cantroller” for: th
industry dur ‘the ; B

Inow bean put 1n oharge of the Genman diamend iné ry by
the American military authorities. In order to &scertain
thé facts I have written to.the Frankfurt office 3f. the
“United States Politiocal’ Adviser rcr Garmany. A oopy of

} thin 1ettsr is enclosad.z o , ‘

: If, however, the rUROTS prove correct, tne situatian :
~has important implications. During his tenure of office
in’ Antwerp, Urbanek was olosely associated with, eertain
Antwerp dlamond merchants and manufzoturers who are now
regarded;as-oollaborators. These persons are ot only
still-at large but they-are said to be active in ‘Black

‘Market diamond operations and presumably still have m
of ¢ommunicating with Germany. Also there is good reason
to belleys that certain quantities of diamonds are being
1llegally exported from Belgium and apparently lagally
imported into the Unjited States. . It thersfors seems

~ possible. that a German undaroovar organizatian could . o

transfer funds to the Uilited States withaut areuaing the
suapiaion of Safehaven inveatigatmrs.

. SEGRET
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 In brief, the following plan of oDerationsjmight
'1g be used: ‘a rommer agant of Urbanek in Antwarp‘pould galn

A;spolishad loeally.( ‘He: could hcwevar, without
" oulty, forward such stones t@ Urbanek & Co In.
. i whioh in turn would have them out &nd pe;ignuﬁ

affect subaequant import into the Uaitad'vta‘“
ocould then sell them to a confederate there,
consular involce covering this transaction, ship ha »
dlamonds to the United States without abtainiqg i Belgian
export license, 4aclare them to the Customs and import

them without oreating susploion. Instead of paying the
'Antwerp shipper the American receiver could after selling’
the. polished diamonds deposit tha predbeda to a real or
riotitious aocount .

o In aonncouian with the shiggent of such:gao&s,ta the .
t,United States, the following polnt may be of ‘interdst. It
15 believed :that Customs officials in tha: United, tatea
do-not require’ evidensa of the ipsuance of a’ B‘ni
: Lng this :

t;lAeensa govering goods’ imported. . By regu
_anae 1t might becama posaibls to dbtest whiol

W; out " having obtained dh axport 1icense frcm
‘This in turn woild show the transactions £o

payment. to- Belglum is baing made, a point“af
,to tna american Governmsnt. Also thisp ul

- the- Belﬁnaa Gevarnmsnt conoerning -a traffic’
to the terests of both ocuntriea.‘t ’

\ Raspeotrully yours,f o -

: A.R. Preatan T
Amariuan Cenzul Generalqg',

Enclosure. :
" 1. Copy of latter to K
L Politioal Aéviser for Germany.' o

13

Fila ns._624.4 . »
| PAUWEIS/mw S

' SEGRET SRR

J

Gopy to; Emhaasy, Brussels
, ‘ Embassy. London
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. COPFY
© ATRGRAM |
-
© ANTWERP, BELGTUM
fVDate: March 15§

. o : ' R&Q’d‘
'SECRETARY OF STATE

WASBIRGTOH . 3
A-lOl Mnroh 15, 1946

e Referance is made to Oansul General Dayle's saaret

'airgram A=-61 to the Department, dated March 11, 1946, file
no. 863.4, concerning alleged undercover diamond. polishing
operatiana in Germany and mnra particularly to the final
paragraph tneraor. S e o ST o

- . In this sonnectiun it 1s pointed out that a Gexman ;
- named URBANEK, belleved locally to be & mamber{or ‘Urbanek -
& Coa, Frankfurt, was for years during the ooeup,tian of
Belglium active as "controller" for the &ntwerp ‘diemond - X
industry. . A8 such he is at least wanted for questioning Lo
by Ealgian autherities. Urbansk is known to ha' had :
‘ - several Belgian collaborator associates who: are 84111 at
. large and. reported. activa in. tha Antwerp Black Mafket
‘ Vﬂiamond operations. T , e

o In ag munh as Antwexp 18 refe*re& to a8 a. possible‘
source of .supply. tha above infonmation 13 forwardea to
'the Department. , . . .

File no. 863:4 e ST
PRESTON/&Jp/mw . | R R
: Copy to U.S. Political Adviaer ror Germany,,vragkfurt Offiss

Oopy to Amarioan Embassy, Brussels
American Embassy, The Hague

" American Embassy, Loadon (atbantion Bon G.Blisa,
S Esquire, Commeroial Atteaché).
oo Amerﬁcan Gonsulate General, Amsteraam
jsEcRE'r

309845
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" saFsmivE From: Prusgels
| ‘Dated August 7, 1945

Aes?7y ﬁuguwﬁ)?, 1945

: ﬁafawmaﬁi@ﬁghna besn received from a confidential ﬁ@mwu&

- tixat Wilhelm Fulil, former managor of the Westebank at Anbwarp
duwring the Geraan sccupatlion of balgﬁu&, ig @rawaﬁtlg in gutie
Lody of the Mﬁ}.ﬁh authorities b Sexburg, Corsany. ﬁm ﬁfs 2
Imoeen Abweber The Westobsnk was & B@lﬁi% Bank owmed
cammlﬁ%aly by hﬁ ﬂank dor Deutschen Arbeil and wae used éy the
Cen noice purehasocy wm&,aﬁhaw aativikiws in Ew&g&a&
é&?iﬂ@ the aaﬂu@akian. :

- Pokl wes an assa@iaaa of ﬁaaa Rehrbach, who is presontly
in custody of the Ln”juyxﬁa suthoritics for smaggiia Belglen
dlamonds into Fortugal. rehl was alse sn assosiate of Pable
Zitjans, a safehaven suspect, alleged to be presently residin
in Borcelanaj Mitjans is reported fo nhave been engaged in Black
Murket operaticns on & lsrge gscale in Selgium with the pore
migsion of ﬁhﬁ Sarue osoupying authoritiss and bo mav@ Lo
ported largﬁ s of valusdles to SHpain wiith the aid of the

-3§amiah suda: ?@?f@a&ﬁﬁ&t&?@&;

Prom B ﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬁnﬁi&l soures it @&a Loon a&e&w%&&&aﬂ %ﬁ&t
ruhi made at least pue trip te Spain f?@m intwerp s an Abwehy
agent in tho ayv&n@ of 104de

It Gpponss y@asiﬁlﬁ that &&mi’a tw;y, ar Uripss m&y havo
boen wade for the purposse of g&ttiﬁg a safehmven fup Corman
asgets in Spaln or Porbugel. (It is raqu&shﬁﬁ thet arsmgesonits
be made for Pehld to hﬁ int &rr@@ﬁtaa wid k.thﬁs %@&@iﬁili%y in
Erd % .

Ropeated to Londen, Medrid, and Murphey (Prent

55 ﬁﬁt“h 3 »

SAWYER

309148
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24,
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*goua\d Meszels m.m.ﬂm

207 containers 55 1oot Q* (from Reichisbank -~ Melmer aceount)

" (Preliminary inventory attached.
substantigtion that was 53 1oot
through German Reichsbank records)

(found in bank at Hof

8 chests of gold plate and service believed to come from

. Lublin concentration
‘ Camp)

(deposited at Reichsbank, Plauen

by the Wehrmacht £or the Reichs-

fiihrer of the . SS (Himmler) on or

about April 12, 1944)

7

35 bags gold coin

cases currency, jewelry etc. (From Buchenwald) -
(more 1nformat10n attached)

313

bags currency - deposited at Munich bank by SS
(had come from Berlin):
bags currency - deposited at Munich bank by
Reichsfilhrer S8
boxes personal valuables, forelgn carrency
(reported to be loot from Stalag Luft VIII-C)
valises — full contents unknown,(Sent to iunich bank
some Dutch guilders from Berlin. Deposit
‘ - . of Reichsfijhrer SS)
: (found in sewer of cement
boxes carrency, coin, jewelry. (factory at Eiberg. Said
. to have been removed %o
Eiberg by Dr. Ernst Kal-
tenbrunner, Obergruppen-
fithrer, Lt. General of
Police in Berlln)
two bags colns (believed to be taken from a P.W. camp
' near Weilheim, Bavaria) :
3 boxes currency (belleved to be loot, owners unknown,
found in possesion of 115 prisoners
captured near Laufen, Germany)
(found in NSDAP offlce in Salzburg,
Austria) I
‘boxes currency (recelved from German Colonel Kreisgten,
C.0. at P.W. camp at Memmlngen, Germany)

W

bags coin

containers and 14 bags precious metals, silver trays,

dlshes, precious stones, (found in Priedrichshall Salt -
Mine, Strassfurt. Origin .
unknown)

‘1 bOX: 5. bags jewelsy currency, (found in Reichsbank,
bonds and gold coins " Holzmindem, Were in

- ‘ packages sealed with
Nazi emblem. liuch evidence
contents of bags came
from Marseilles, France)
(said to belong to
Schwerin' Gestapo. Un-
"earthed by CIC Det.)
(found alongside road in Alt Aussi,
Austria. Owner unknown) -

3 bags gold coins, foreign
notes, gold bais

bag goid coins

26, B.KX

- boxes securities and jewelry -
carton jewelry :
Tabernacle of Russian Orthodox
Church

bars silver bullion

“phpxo

43

suitcases securities and jewelry

(found at Reicchsbank
Regensburg., #id to
‘have been delivered
there from the
Staatlichen Vermd-
gensamt, Prague by
the Gestapo)

309149
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Data on SS loot (cont'd)

,Shipmehts
Ce bag Austrian gold coins (found in haywagon near
bag gold bullion. railroad station in Haid-
' hausen, Austrig, Origin™
aREAOwWR )

- 27+ 4 Do box currency (found at 3t. Johann through help. of
i e % % . General Berger, Waffen-SS, Obergruppen-

filhrer in Charge of German prisoner of’

war administration. Stated money was

given him by Himmler with instructions

to hide it, Claimed money was property

‘ of Reiohibank and not his or Himmler's

ropert

D e L e by Reids il 2% e

27, B box forelgn currency and securities (found buried in
hill just across
Austrian ‘border in
the neighborhood
of Oberbichl,Germany

e

28, 2 bags currency and securities (found on farm near Erlan-

gen, Hidden by German

~ecivilian who had been
entrusted with funds by
Seyss-Inquart, Said he
believed they had belonged
to Govt. of Netherlands or
might becrequisitioned
Jewish property in Holland)

32.% B. 5 albums of maps . (turned over to the Dege-
5 albums on botanical subjects nerhausen Estate for
safekeeping by SS leader
von Alvensleben)

51, box of foreign currency and (found in P.W. camp in
securities Hartmannsdorf -which had
been -evacuated by German
Army. Believed to be Money
taken from Allied PW's)

52. . Cs bag gold, silver, currency, (from these sources
' jewelry . a, taken from Gestapo
- : at Bad Aussee,Austria
b. taken at Dachau
¢c. dredged from Enns

River)
¥ E. 4 boxes, 2 cartons aewelry etc.(SS officer turned over
. from Dachau concentration to Swiss Consul for
camp - Bavaria) v
53. 1 suitcase paper money, bridgework, (found at Reichsbank,
- watches etc. Bschwege. Orlgln
’ unknown )
57, box British Sterling notes (velieved taken from-
15 bags British coins deceased British aviators)
10 packages foreign securities (property of NSDA?)
54. o box diamonds and jewelry (taken from Brich Vieh-
oo : mann, member of SS)
75 broéchg bracelet and coin (deposited at Kreissparkas—

se, Garmisch-Partenkirchén
by same 2 German Wehrmacht
. officers who deposited )
o British money(see ship- QY=
-2- ment 57) ’309iJQ
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~Data on SS loot (cont'd)

Shipments
76. Chest silverware . (Property of Eva Braun,
' %/5 watches, 2 pair cuff links, Found in possesion of
gurrency etc. - 5S Hauptsturmfithrer

Franz Konrad)
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Shm#ltrmmua' .
(a) What infe 1s svail nom tlﬁa‘ lver
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maxuuvnuxuwwmmmmwnmmmuwmw”
, {C) Wnat is country of issue of coins?

thay mmimtic (aonecten valus exceeds monet.ary '«tlm)?

Shpmt ﬂ'] fm BB mmrg
Is thh ‘anm am& is being utnmd

ourad?

-Smt. 326 B fron RB Begensburg. ‘
Please. min m.m uken tm anur.

Be aﬂv:rpmmﬁbymt&: W«rh&kaﬁ
-avidance 1 s fart 1nvestige this mb&m
eade or mm |

mﬂm:mmmwmmmm
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NTROL COUNCIL FOR GERMANY
BER LI N

‘Mate Topio

Y\zgoahv Rostimtion Repreaantaun

Frankfurt/Main i
mokhanutr,lz

Bcrlu-Sohlaohtmea
Palmzeile 20

Tel., 844076

"‘1

borm tho and ct the ;nv.r 1944.
We believe that there was no time :I.eft
probablo and om scom thst thue ood i
the pracions
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- TOP_SEGRET S o I

e : SUPREME HEADQUARTERS S
A ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE L L
' OFFICE @F THE - SHIE@ OF ST&FF-{.’d A '

5.

SUSJEOT; "Gold bulilon currency and other nronerty discorered
. ‘by Thl*d Army near Merkers

TQ" : The Secretaries v ' S S
R "ACombinec Chiefs of. Sta f'QOmmittee: S
. l Attached her to are two copies of a. prellminary 1nve to*y'
0¢d buillon,'fdrrency and miSﬂellaneoue property disco*ered :‘ “;?:
by Tﬁird Army near MerYers and now in the vaults of the ‘ B
Reichebank'at Frankfurt T&is inventory 1s baqed on 1n&ormtb»on
~ listed- on‘Reichebanx *ags attached to sealed bags, boxes'und

otHer parcels. 1,‘J"'ﬁ~ T - ‘}u;"~‘; T

2. A detailed ceunt of the funds listed nerein ie nov oeinU
made by . officerq o; C 5 of this command It would be of Nreet
aqeietence if ‘the Treasury Denartment would send two expert
JeﬁgheravOL‘gold bers and an expert who.coald'study the-asst~v a

certificatee which are in our’ pessese¢on and other records thn

a’ view to. 1denti;icat£on of ‘the gold bars.‘ The services of
- these experts wot;d be needed for only a few weeke It would be

hclpful to us ;f tne welghers could bring sufficiedt cenves

b gs,_seals and tags to reteg the bars and coins.

3 Included 1n thie inventary ig & 1arge quent*ty of m i”
wazch 1t is -evidént belonged to the SS or the Gestapo Pvioence :
inddcates that this pert of the trcqsure represents loot taken d
fron individuals wﬁo have been murdered as it 1ncludes thoueandq B
of gold and sivar dental crowns, bridges and pletes and some |
personal article ' It may,‘therefore censtitute 1tems of
ev1dence, and should be coneidered in that 11ght.k It is.

oelieved thet agencies engaged in the determination of ev1dence
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For. the prosecution of war criminals should be inf‘o{

'tne proper time QI'would be permitted to. inspect and in, estigabe

,5 tnis part of the *aroperty

N ﬁ‘or. thzeﬂ‘ qureme “dbmrhé’n‘déz"f: ,
/s/ w B SMITH

Lieutenant General U S A -
Chiei‘ ef Staf‘f CL
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SUMMARY INVENTORV oF CURRENCY AND FINANCIAL
- - ASSETS: STORED IN'RE ICHSBANK - =~
' FRANKFURT —.am - MAIN

A

This ia.. merelj & prelimlnary inventory made without

weighing or. counting gold bars,

currency‘

EtO. ,

o

fGOLD AND SILVER (nPPENDIX 1 ”)
zPU?RENCY : ‘

REICHSMARKS

" M.1000.-

M- 100
M50
Moo20 . B
Moo5 o

. FRENCH FRANCS

1000"
500 ' -
(100 ¢
BELGIAN. FRANCS
50 'J" |
20 -

NORV?GIAN KR0~MR
- - 100
50
.10

l.

‘CZECH KRONER - . ~ ~ -
o mixed ’ '

CROATIAN KUNQ
50 :

TTALIAN ,LIR‘A- '
500
. 100
50 .
10

'HUNGARIAN PENGOVS
: .50
20 R =
10

’

C‘- MTSCWLLANEOUS

X

1h

15

1

89;

90

coin bdgs.. -

- machine ue:ghts
* scales.

=t :r‘ﬁo\

sacks Gajd
properhy)

hoxes, na ﬂqu
cindieste’ 05Auent:

owns,

' o 6ao ooo ooo 00 T
1619 540 000.00.

. -:DOLLAR; -
- EQUIVAL

300,000,000.00

100,000,000.00

60 000,000.00 "

‘j‘9O '000..00

- TOTAL.

z 759,360 50000

50, ooo'ode’o@’
++30,000,000;00"
.. '18,000,000.00 -

. TOTAL"

~98,000,000.00 -

'1,500,000.00

©'2,000,000:00

TOTAL,

»3,5ooa000;oo

»

-1 800 OOO .00

800 000+ Q0

l 700, 000, Nelods
50,-000.00

. 80,000.00

 30,-000..00

£

TOTAL .

. TOTAL.

4,560, 06000

'+ 100,000.00

L

;5Qo,oooléo

1, 000,000.00
600,000.00 , ..
200300000

. ..200,000.00

VS

.TOTAL -

wé,Qdéuocc,pO'i

-500, OOO OO :

e ‘

s
f

o
Ty

4
i

. 200,000 OO .

© 300,000 .00

::TQTAL‘

- boxesd containing. seals,

‘sacks. of seals, bwnde%s
-rolls . semlzng wire, " - . .
to Pontawn gold or- smlver bars (said to oe, B

1iuqi suwto@ses'(&dot
_are- Jewe-ry
(saic. to be, SS nﬂcberty)

" 1,000,000.00

‘parcels, DWates, dies, etc o PR TR
vooden 'boxes containing. Remchs?redlt Kassenscheine. oL
;1wooden boxes containing: calculatlng mﬁchjnes, trays cnu ’

urays,'and parts of weighinm'gjﬁ“““*'l-'~

weiéﬁts,‘cﬁrfenéyaban&s‘anégtviﬁefa”.

*.

coqtents of ger
lerezwﬁrc

i

Lot

ooxns,

¢

5‘?Eﬁbiﬁﬁﬂf€7?“ .

¢ 201,115, 500.00"

| $ 275,956:000,00

1
i

$®°1,960,000.00, -
o Lo, !

-.80,700..00

§ 7 660.000,00
$. 0 1.E00.00

' ;000.00;

$7 20,000,000

4 "eun00000

fj309i6§
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TOP SECRET ' ' APPENDIX "A"
— _ GOLD AND SILVER

- Gold bars estimated on basis $35.00 U.S. per fine ounce.
Co Germeny utilized basis Rmks. 278L. per kilo or Rmks. 86. 592138 per ounce. fine.
Cerman mark thereby valued at .hM041937 (cents U.S.) oo
Accorcing to German report gold at Merkers mine valued at Rmke. 500,000,000, to 550,000, 000.
Thereby making 6, 315,601.589 cunce fine gold equivalent to U.S, 222, 506 055.61
. Former value $1. 00 U.S. - gold dollar now equivalent to $1.69L62 (basis $35.00 per ounce)

(e

T
File 7S g4¢ Senses
58

Gold bars 3398 (list A) + 1800 (1ist E) + 3095 (list B) = &295 Bars of 40O Oz. € 995 fine = Oz. 5501.61 -2 $35.00 = $115,556, 490
[ Gold bars 1L (list A - odd bars) of 40O Oz. 995 fine Oz. 5572 @ $35.00. = 195, 620
. Gold coins U. 8. 738 bage - Presumably containing $18,548,495 former value - present equivalent = 31,093,725
> Gold coins British 408 bags - Presumably containing 0056878 Sovereigns - present equivalent = 16,662,863
© = » Gold coins French 746 bags - Presumably containing $14,840,000 - former value - present equivalent o : = 25,148,160
a7 5 ;%l Gold coins German 400 bags’ - " 7,97L,212 - " " ) o = 15,508,175
: Gold coins Swiss 64 bags - # .oom 1,272,000 - " " .o " = 2,155,556
_ ) Gold coins Holland 558 bags - " oo 1,1,160, 000 - L " " = 18,911,958
p— . Gold coins Duk 62 bags - " oo 1,502,000 - " " " " ‘ = 2,206,395
NN ; Gold coins Austrian 285 bags -~ " " 5,700,000 -  * M " " = 9,659,333
N AT Gold coins Russien 7 bags - " " 160,000 - * " St " = 261,138
A UYL Gold coins Italian 1 bag ~ " " 20,000 - " " " f = %%,892
N B Gold coins Rumsnian 1 bag - v " : 20 000 - " " Y " = 33,892
A Gold coins ~ Miscellaneous 15 begs - *Presumablv contaming $300 000 -~ fermer value - present equivalent = 508, 385
| % % Silver and Gold ceins - miscellanscous 33 bags **Presumably centaining $330,000 - former value - present equivalent = 559, 22k
To-§-= {Gold coins - Norwegian 40 bags - , " 800,000 - " "o g = 1,355,696
RN (Gold coins --Okr (Presumably old coins) 1 bag - " Y - 20,000 - " . " = 33,892
e e N é Silver Bars - 63 bags - rough est:imate “ " " 20,‘000 - . ’ = 20, 000
. b % Platinum Bars ~ 1 bag - " R " oo 100,000 - = 100 000
.| 3 Gold Ringes - 8 bags - " " " " 10,000 - = 10, , 000
LT k Maria Theresa Thalers - 5 bage - rough estimate ~ ¥ L 5,000 - = 5, 000
i Gold bullion and coins - 55 boxes - No other details available other than
» L weight of about 54 kilos per box - Basis of
'32 : ' calculation 2,750 kilos gold - 88 L1k, 5 0z.
g at $35.00 per ounce. ‘ . = 3 09k 507
4% ¥ These miscellanecous bags include nine (9) bags of gold coins said t¢ be a collection of rare coins. . $2b1,113,502.00

**¥These are merely estimates made 'withqut opening or weighing the bags and without any value appearing on the begs.
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'OUTGOING MESSAGE

Jnint Gh¢efs of Staff
C3P 2405 -
- Cold. C. R. Peck 777500

21 May 1945

. Supreme Headguarters
- f““‘eﬁ Exneditlonary Forces
«or »3 Echelon

n ae.«.ms » Prence
&umber:\ WAR 85938
,TOQ”EC to Blsenhower from the Joint Chiefs of Stafrf.

Letter of 20 April 1945 from SCAEF concerns itreasure
wreovered by 3rd Army near Merkers amd now in vaults at
W*Lahwarbw Included in inventory is a large quantity of
apnarent 100t taken from murdered individuals such as
thousands of gold and silver dental crowns, bridges and
wiates AJJ ﬂome pez:rwo]nue‘x arcvicles. These may constitute
itenu of evidence of war crimes. Suggest advising War
Jrimes Braonch in office of your Judge Advocate as 3CAEF
1gﬁ&vetes he will permlt 3nspectlon of . such pvcperty at
DropRe tine.

iy

.}

- ERY 2545
Snd .
MQ) o |
(L7 ORIGINATOR : JC/8

INFORMATIONQ Gen Somervell (for JAG)s Aém Leghy, Gea Arnolr,
' Gen Hull, Gen B ssell, Adu King, C of S

CH-OUT-85018  (May 45) . DIG 2212522 wp. o | UT

1% -

';. :;}THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

RSz

309165



AL ATGHIVES 3R TA Y
A .m\r:‘ .:.‘I‘ES

TN ey

RE N

70

.2"‘:\; , 3 ﬁ V "‘
quested that the United .
pert walghers of go,

e




oAy

51

i
S R
«s%e::& %

i




RG a8 ‘
: ‘F"e W
2 -Box @4
» ) T PR a—
I\I |
C057408
I S | | | copy wo, (14
PUIENLE /AN N (SPEC IAL DISTRIBUTION)

16 May 1945

\\S“N COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
s%\‘? )?ﬂ" : —

\“ e DISPOSITION OF BULLION AND OTHER PROPERTY
va’ , DISCOVERED BY THIRD ARMY
U.S. DISTRIBU‘I‘ION Copy No. . |
Admiral Leahy 1 MAY 17 45
General Marshall 2& 5
Admiral King 3 /l&,‘#.,,,a -
General Arnold Lo e 2\
General Handy - 6. Lavlas "N
Admiral Edwards. 7 -
Admiral Davidson .8
" General Hilldring. 9
- Secy, JCS 10
S11

Secy, JCAC
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C.C.S. 845/1 : | S o
16 May 1945

COMBINED _CHIEFS OF STAFF

DISPOSITION OF BULLION AND OTHER PROPERTY

- DISCOVERED BY THIRD ARMY
" Reference: C,C.S., 845

Report by the Combined Civil Affairs Committes

' THE ?ROBIEM |

1. To consider C,C.S, 845 and make recommendatlons to ‘the

Comblned Chlefs of Staff

FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBIEM : , e,

2, In a letter dated 20 Aprll 1945 (C.C.S, 8L45) the Supreme
Commander, Allred;Expedltlonary Force (SQAEF), forwarded a
.prelimary inrentory.of-gold buliion;,currency apd miscellaneous
property diseovered by the Third Army‘near Merkers and now in
vaults in Fraﬁkfurt. He.asks the'Treasury Department tolsend
" two expert'weighers of{geld bars and an‘expert to study assay
" certificates and other'recerds tehidentify the gold bars. They
would be needed for only a few‘weeks and should bring sufficient

canvas bags, seals and tags td'retag the bars and coins,

13. Tncluded in the inventoryfis aRlarge qﬁantity of material
evidentlx.belongiﬁg to the SS or Gestapo, Some of it appears.
to be'ledt taken from indiriduals,Who haVe‘been mdrdered. This
loot. includes thousands of gold and silver'dental-crowns; bridges
and plates and some personal art1cles.5 The supreme commander
‘conS1ders these items may constltute ev1dence and requests that

agencies engaged in the determination of evidence for prosecu-

63160¢€

tion of war criminais should Be-informed and at the proper time

should be permitted to inspect and investigate these items.
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k. The U.S. Treasury Department has 1nformally adV1sed the
U.3. Members. of the Comblned ClVll Affalrs Commlttee that ‘the

three experts and the requested equlpment are avallable.

5, The Brltlsh J01nt Staff Mlssion hes 1nformally advised the
oommlttee that His MeJesty s Government would appreclate the
1nclusion in the the party of two. bulllon experts who can be

made available by the Bank of Englend.

CONCIUSIONS

6. U.S. and- U.K, expefte should participate in examination of

the treasure,

7. The supreme cemmander's _proposal to hOtify appropriate
agencies of the Unlted Netlons charged with the 1nvest1gatlon of

war crlmes should be approved and 1mplemented.’

RECOMMENDATION

8 That the Comblned Chlefs of Staff dlspetch the- message in
Appendix "AW and agree to the dlspatoh of the letters at Appen~

- dices "B" and "C" and the message in Appendix ?D”,
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APPENDIX "A®

D~R AF T

. NESSAGE TO THE SUPREME COMMANnER
" ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORGE

U.S. Treasury can~make avéilable three experts requested

~ in your letter of 20 April regarding Merkers treasure. The
Comblned Chlefs of Staff con31der two bullion experts offered by
| Bank of ‘England should also partlclpate, Advise if satlsfactory
. to‘send all‘flve. ‘U,S, Treasury maklng bags, seals, eand tags
avéilable.’ Wa: Crimeé Commission beihg asked to advise United
Nations inveétigatorj‘agenéiés that,éomefOf this‘treasure may be
usable as eﬁidence of war Qrimes;‘ahd thgtryou will permit in—
épectiop‘théreof~at proper time, War Crimes Branch ﬁnder Judge
Advocate for ﬁ.S.'Army Forces; Europcan Theater of Operations

also notified,
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COPY NO. __ffi-

(SPECIAL. DISTRIBUTION) -
28 April 1945 T

COMBINED CIVIL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE - .

DISPOSITION OF BUL ION AND OTHER PROPERTY -
DISCGVERED BY THIRD ARMY

P&
GRS 9,?3 ‘(ﬁ - ‘Note by the Secretarieis

ﬁﬁ

4 @/"

mandér, Allied Expeditionary Force, has been referred to the

The attached letter (C;CVSL 845) from the Supreme Com-
Combined Civil Affairs Committee for comﬁent and recommendation.
T. E. H. BIRLEY

W M CAMERON

Comblned Secretariat.
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Thls is merely a prelimlnary anentory made without

weighing or counting gold bars, 001ns, currency, etc.

A - GOLD AND SILVER (APPENDIX "a"). $

© DOLLEAR
EQUIVALIHT
541,115, 502.00

ORIA

B - CURRENCY .

1. REICHSMARKS

‘M 650,000,000.00 -

M 1000
- M 100 1@49 540',000.00
M 50 300, 000,000.00
M 20 : 100,000,00Q.OO ’
M 5 S ' . 60,000,000.00
M 500 C - 20,000.00 - :
' TOTAL  2,759,560,000.00 ¢ 275,65C.200.00
2. FRENCH FRANCS
~1000 50,000,000.00
500 "+ 30,000,000.00
100 : 18,000,000.00 A
TOTAL 98,000,000.00 $ 1,9¢0,000.00
5. BELGIAN FRANCS '
50 A 1,500,000.00
20 2,000,000.00 , ,
TOTAL -~ 3,500,000.00 $ o0,=00.,00
., NORWEGIAN KRONER :
100 1,800,000.00
50 _ 800 000.00
10 1,700,000.00
5 ~ ' _ 50,000.00
2 . 80,000.00
1 : V ) 30,000.00 : ‘
- TOTAL  * 4,460,000.00 652 .000.00
5. CZECH KRONER . o '
mixed TOTAL 100,000.00. $ L, 700,00 -
S. CROATIAN KUNA |
50- TOTAL .500,000.00 $ . 000,00
T. ITALIAN LIQn . o
o 500 1,000,000.00
100 - 600,000,00
50 200,000.00
~10 o . r200,000.00
TOTAL 2,000,000.00 $ 20, 006,00
8. HUNGARIAN PENGOES P
50 500,000.00
20 200,000.00
10 , 500,000.00 - -
‘ TOTAL 1,000,000.00 § ©LoR00.,00
C - MIBCELLANEQOUS o
‘ - 190 parcels, plates, dies, etc.
14 wooden boxes containing Reichskredit Kassenscheine.
- 2 wooden boxes containing calculating machines, trays and
coin bdgs . : , : : : '
6 boxes containing ‘seals, trays, and parts of weighing
g _ machine weaghus : ’
4 scales. _
15 sacks of seals, b%ndev33 welghts, currency bands and twine.
7 rolls sealing wire.
18 sacks said fo contain gold or silver bars (said to e 88
: property).
189 boxes, par: n1s and sui tcases‘(‘mowh 0ontents of sevepsl’

‘indicate \antents are jewelry, silverwsre, coins, eto.)
(said to be S8 property). w
. hits .“?rﬁluﬁgwfu;?fe :
I 2 > - P O S N ST :
2 Xog~| NG 8
ST g4 6% 7y Ao gey
« Ajug [ 03Ess030 | ) el
~\ R R e s



http:1,000,000.00
http:300,000.00
http:200,000.00
http:500~000.00
http:2:000,000.00
http:200,000.00
http:1,000,000.00
http:100,000.00
http:4,460,000.00
http:30,000.00
http:80,000.00
http:50,000.00
http:1,700,000.00
http:800,000.00
http:J.,800,000.00
http:3,500,000.00
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@ . APPENDIX "A" -
~ GOLD AND' SILVER o
o _ ' Nas)
© Gold bars estimated on basis $35 00 U.S8, per fine ounce. ™
Germany utilized basis Ruks. 27§hh per ?110 or Rmk?. 66 592138 per ounce fine..
i German mark thereby valued at .hO41937 (cents U.S.
: According to German report gold at Merkers mine valued at Rmks. 500, OOO 000. to 550,000, OOO.
Thereby making 6, 315, 601 589 ounce fine gold equivalent to U.8, 222, 306 055.61
Former value $1. OO U.s. - gold dollar now equivalent to $1.69462 (b&SlB $35.00 per ounee)
Gold bars 3398 (list A)-+ 1800 (list E) + 3095 (1lst B) = 8293 Bars of 400 0z, = e 995 fine = Oz. 3301.614, - & $35.00. . = $115,556,490
Gold bars 14 (list A - odd bars) of 40O Oz. 995 fine 0z. 5572 @ $35.00 : o= 195,020
Gold coins U, S, 738 bags - Presumebly containing $18,548,495 former value - preséent equlvalent = 31,093,725
. Gold coins British 408 bags - Presumebly containing 2036878 Soverelgns - present equivalent = 16,662,863
. Gold coins French Th6 bags - Presumably containing $14,840,000 - former value - present equivalent = 25,148,160
Gold coins German 400 bags - oo 7,971,212 - " o = 13,508,175
‘ Gold coins Swiss 64 bags - ‘ R " -~ 1,272,000 - " " S o : C = 2,155,556
. 'Gold coins Holland 558 bags - " " ‘ 11,160,000 - v , "o - " : . ) = 18,911,958
D Gold coins Duk 62 bags - moom . 1302,000 - - " " L " - = 2,206,395
Y Gold coins Austrian 285 bags - " " 5,700,000 - " " no. : - S = 9,659,333
T i Gold coine Russian 7 bags - " "o 160,000 - woooo, " "o ' = 261,138
¥ o -Gold coins Ttalian 1 bag - ™ " . 20,000 - " " o " = 33 892
%i“ : Gold.coins Rumanian 1 bag - " e 20 000 - - " " oo - = 33;892
‘1“ : Gold coins = Miscellaneous-15 bags - *Presumably contalnlng $300, OOO - fermer value - prssent equivalent - =. 508, 385
E & Silver and Gold coins - miscellaneous 33 bags **Presumably containing $330,000 - former value =~ present equivalent = 559, 224
| 2y (Gold coins - Norwegian 40 bags - " 800 000 - - " " _ : = 1,355,696
i - ~ (Gold coins - Okr (Presumably old coins) 1 bag - no " 20,000 = - M - m om = 33,892
ﬂﬁ_ ! 8ilver Bars -~ 63 bags - rough estimate -~ , he " 20,000 - : = 20, 000
W Platinum Bars - 1 bag - -~ " = " . - " ' " 100, 000 - ‘ ‘ L= 100, 000
; Gold Rings - 8 bags - " " ‘ " N " 10,000 - . ‘ ' . =" 10, 000
e i Maria Theresa Thalers - 5 bags - rough estimate - " " 5,000 = - ’ S 5,000 .
k oy Gold bullion and 001ns - 55 boxes - No other details available other than -
F 4 , weight of about 54 kilos per box - Basis of . C
L . ‘ calculation 2,750 kilos gold - 88,k1k,5 ©Oz. o C ‘
A ~ at $35,00 per ounce. - o o = __ 3,094,507
“$2h1,113,302.00

* These miscellaneous bags include nine (9) bags of‘gold coins said to be a collection of rare coins,

#*These are mereiy estimates made without opening of welighing the bags and without any value appearing on the bags.
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043489

ALLIED EXPEDYT OARY FORCE
Office of the Chief of Staff

20 April 1945

SUBJECT: Gold bullion, currency and. other property discovered
B by Third Armmy near Merkers )

TO _The Secretaries - A
-Combined Chiefs of Steff Committee

1. Attached hereto are two copies of a preliminary
inventory of gold bullion, currency and miscellaneous property’
discovered by Third Army near Merkers and now in the vaults of the
Reichsbank at Frenkfurt, This inventory is based on information
listed on Reichsbank tags attached to sealed be.gs, boxes and
other parcels.

2.4 detaile&‘écun‘bwof the funds iisted herein is now
being made by officers of G=5 of this command. It would be of great
assistance if the Treasury Department would send two expert weighers
of gold bars and an expert who could study the assay certificates
which are in our possession and other records with a view to identi-
fication of the gold bars. The services of these exper'ﬁs would be -
needed for only a few weeks. It would be helpful to us if the
weighers could bring suffic:.ent .canvas bags, seals and tags to retag
the bars and coins,.

: 3. Included in tHIY inventory is a large quantity of
material which it is evident belonged to the SS or the Gestapo,
Evidence indicates that this part of the treasure represents loot
taken from individuals who have been murdered, as it includes
thousands of gold and silver dental crowns, bridges and plates and
some personal articles. It mey, therefore, constitute items of
evidéence, and should be considered in that light. It is believed
that agencies engaged in the determination of evidence for the pro-
secution of war criminals should be informed, and at the proper time
should be permitted to mspect and mwstlga.te ‘thls part of the

property.

'For the ;Supreme Commender:

Y o Wﬁ" % . ‘ .
»/ﬁ@!&m;},’ 5 Q““-“\gl’ﬂ ’% \o\g W. B. SMITH - -
e '55,;. \ X \(5 Lieutenant General, U. 8. A

Mgﬁ . Qg} . 'Chief of Staff
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, ; . b
j : ) M/?b‘;/c»-"' ‘w"‘-‘-""
Jo

4';/

Airgran

Confidential
‘ : i FPROM:  Brussels
SECRETARY CF STATE S
DATED: June &y 1946
WASHINGEOH ;
: : . - Reatd: .
Ne., 2564 June 5, 1946 :

‘Reforence is made to Brussels telegram No., 408 of April 8,
concerning Belglan interest in certala radium which was asbout te be
301& by thg United 3tates bommercial Corporatian.

Ta@ Belgian company, Union. Winiare du Haut Katanga has expressed
its apprecietion for the action of the Department in preventing the
proposed sale pending a determination as to whether the radium in
question was property subject to restitution, and an axaminatian to
.deternine whethar it is ra&ium which might have been looted L
Bﬁlf_&,imno ) .

The Jelgian company has advised thnt the Redium Chemical Company,
+ Inc., 5?0 Lexington Avenue, lew York, had sent to it in 1940,
. 1000,71 ﬁgr of Radium to be conditioned. This redium was selged
by the German ccoupying authorities during the occcupaticon, The
American company has requested through the Delglan company that the
State Department be informed of this seizure. It has alsa demended
of the Lalglan company that it be allowed to examine any radium
racovered by the Belgien company to determine whether It is the
radium balonging to the Amerlican company.

The Belgi&n compeny advised that it hed a eomylete deﬁcriptiar
ef the redlum belonging to the American company, and was advised
by this Embassy to file a r&quast for the restitution of this
radium through the 0ffice de Recuperation Beconomlgue, which ig the
Belgian organization charged wimh all restitution matters, anﬁ.which
has raatitution missions in all the zones in Germany..

The Belgian company is alsa bveing advisad that the Am@riaan
company's request has been brought to the attention of the -
‘ Separtmant R : . A L ‘
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Box _&#/7

Brusssla,rﬁelgium
Juns 5, 1946

Union Minlere du Heut Katange
8, rue Montagne du Parc
Brussals, Belgium. -

Gentlemen:-

Aeference is made to your 1ettar of May 27
~advising that the Radium Chemical Company of New
York haed forwarded certain radium to you for re«
condltiening in 1940, and this radium was selzed
by ths Germans during the occupation.

In accordance with request set forth in your letter,
I have advised the State Departuent of the seizure ;o
of this radium by the Germans, and of the request
" made bo you by the American cempany. '

, I have also adviged the Department that you

. heve been requested to flle a request for the
restitution of this radium with the foice de
ﬂecuperation.Economiqus.'

: will be very pleaaad to hear: from you. as to.
any restitution which is actually made under this
claim

Very truly'youfs,

WILLIAM B, WOBAY, Jr.,
Attache, Amerlcan Zmbassy

~WEM/rte
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. Gerrin, \dubo, + “log. a.
b . 'al i
SILVER: BULLION / /L
snl%pmant Deseription . Weight Date rocde "~ Rede from Poasible Ownership
o - ‘ : '
I 63 begs of silver containing 172 bars: 26460Ls66 fine cunces: I5 April 1945 Salt Mine MERKERS - . no indicetion

1 silver in gold Bars : §.959.85 ﬁneV ounces:

17 769 large bars : o S
5273 amall " 6763 bers: silver 2.913,6.842.2 fine ounces

3l miscs. ¥ )
707 - o
38 boxes silver 464623,3 fine ounces
200 2 silver bers ' A not 1isted
-+ 3 ,gold’ and silver bars - S_il’mr coptent 796‘..11711 fine ounces
21 60} silver bers . not listed

15 April 1945 ditto
ef L
9 May 1945 Fipancial Branch
. 12 th Arnmy
’ - Group
ditto ditto.
16 May 1945 3 rd U.S.Army,
’ SPITAL ‘
dltdo - ditto

19 May 1945 7 tb USuhrmy
. - AUGSBURG

ditvo -

‘found in vanlts Reichsbank

. MAGDEBURG apparently deposited

by Hungarian Finance Minister
about 29 Jen. X945
ditto '

Netional Bank of Hungary
- SPITAL aM FYHRN

- mmm>D
aito 0O =30
i D —
| R
received from Reichsmint MUNIOH. S
Reported to have been in sewer: i X \i\ L
of cement factory at EIRERZ, - | ;\ \, N B
south of KUFSTEIN. E 4393, seid | O N N
to have removed to there by iy § é;,\
Dri Ernst Keltenbrunner, Ober- NN
gruppenfuhrer, Lt. Genl of Police ~ >
in BERLIN. , »
N
|
S
g ~
.A/;’j’! . QQ




I

SILVER BULLICN

Shipment Deseription Welght Date rod. Reds from possible Ownership
_ No ‘ : - i :
26 43 .silver bars: 1211942 fine ounces: 9 June. 1945 MaGe Dot teken from Reichsbenk REGENSBURG.
: T R . - Fi. D 3 Claimed to be taken by Gestapo
* REGENSBURG from Czechoslovak Citizens.

31 2 btags silver bullion 111349 fine ounces 18 June 1945 MdGe Dote no indication, located ¢n premises .

: . Fi. B 3 of Urschunger in RAURIS, S.E. of |

RAURIZ 2ELL, AM SEE and 100 yards: off the .
: RAURIS~TAXENBACH Toad.
41 8 bags silver bullion 443243 fine ounces 28 Juns 1945 MAC DET. " peceived from Reichsbank
H3 SONNEBERG .
no: indication ownership
53 7 bers silver 1237.8 fine ounces 11 July 1945 Reichsbank 26 indication
. ESCHVEGE
Total si.lverr bullion i o ' ' .
listed in our Yooks 340L5,717+681 fine ounces
%
«%\ B
)\.i:\\
%
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187606

b
s

ommac;ﬁj _SILVER

&
2]

Sh;.;mmnt Description Weight Date red. Red.from Possible Ownership
o . )
1 e 297 L ba : C : C found in powder feotory about
arge bars S 2 Mav ki a . 10 mlles 9.,E. of DILLINGEN,
¢us T bara total 942 bars silver 641,886 460 ﬁne ounf:es, May 45 UeSeArmy Grgup AL aid 1o be
WORTINGEN. omed by Deutsche Gold. & Silber
Scheideanstalt (amelting)
formerly Roessler of FRANKFORT
o/M. The silver wias deposited
et the Parascolwerke by :
Deutache Gold & Silwer Scheide~,
gnastalt because Parascol used
' . the product epparently for |
coating: wire and making a form |
v of. atrainar. =
21 7 boxes silver bar & scrap , ‘ o ~ o
. .2 boxes silver shot 10 boxes = / 22799.3 fine ounces 19 Mey 45 7 th US.Army gpe: Silver Bulldion Shest
1 box sgilver medallions - . . o AUGSBURG ‘
17 bottles & 21 pleces silver not listed ditto ditto ditto
32 4 bags silver. bHullion (shot) not listed 21. June 45 XXI Corps:
: MANSFIELD 0o indicetion
, Mie Dets I3 B9
34 73 boxes:  gyyver bullion 5137.033:»,6 fine ounces: 'é3 June 45 Mo Dete deposited hy Mmsfield copper'
4O ohests: N N (Prov) 20 Mining C0e,. B
\ A AP0 339 S

.
Teursens s v 9

TS =

-~

‘r

TS Ol
7

7,
-
72,
-

,&%

- V
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11

COMMERCTAL - SILVER

i

Shépment _Description Veight Date rod. ‘Reds from Possible Ownersliip
> it
56 1939 bars 56472.81 kilograms 29 July 1945 General originilly found et Agfa photographic plant
102 boxes 6LL7.68 grosswt. : Purchasing: of I« Ferbeninfustrie Ae-G. located at
33 sacks: \ 665~ : Agent WOLFEN, bei BITTERFELD, Germeny by &n of
27 bundles sheets: 388780 o Brussels: ficer from office of the Chief Signel o
48 gingle sheets » APO 587 10ftice, Cammunicetions Zone shortly before .
102 pipes: 878,70 ¢ 20 May 1945 Headquarters ETO requested
1 bundles pipes: ' representatives of 9 th U8« Ammy Depot
9l " wire 2043 .~ v for mfeket:k]ging; until apprgpriate action
’ : - could be taken to arrange for export.
our bocks show 1602 bars T0%81 - T0394e99 kilogrems Report made: Office of Deputy Generel
welght 1062148537 fine ) Purchasing Agent for: Belgium, Netherlands,
ounces: balanoe of shipment equivelent to and Luxemburg and arrangemsnts made for
at time of recording was 24263425042 ounces export through 12 th Army Group channels.
apparently in Belgium. : ‘ ' ‘ This: gilver was sexported from Germany for
: (c: 324150725 ounces: per use. in £ilm manufacturing but subsequent
3 loss _kilogram) thereto e stock of silver nitrate was
A looated in Germany and the Beputy General
Purchasing:; Agent wag instructed to return
this. gilver. » .
Total Coomercial Silver 120k 37375 fine ounces
and 2+263250,2 ounces fine weight not determined.
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SILVER COIN:

','ﬁ'e_-ig,}i‘t, Dete ¥éd.  Rode from

: 120634:7b1g» Qw‘mer.a};ii'p‘ o

 Reichsmark
" Hungerian: Pengos: 233.9&

33 baga silver: and" gold coin -

silver ooin

1]

2 ®

Rumanian Lei -
<Ruasian Rubles
Sorbian Dinars
‘ 810ven1a Koruna
Polish Zloty
. Bobemia:Moravia
T Kroner .

Liel5
20650
46 90
121 .50

435460
181 o=

1 .h.O

10.17%
. 5.37 ,
Yo~
71480
Y7720

-Italien Lire.

: Nethauiﬁors '

'_Danish Kroner
Finmarka U
French Francs
. Belg_;lan Franes:

22 bags 3531?61"; coin- -
: Reichsmark IB000
" oo

. not: liated
1!4002.78 ﬁne ounces

1

15 April 45  Selt Mine MERKERS
“aitto altto

11;9 s:!lver coin '

éﬂ.Pf@ ‘El'v%oé&}
_Taylor:
' I'K 0-&10398

o = R %

not listed 25 April 45

¢ Rmi, 5-- _50.599 kilos:
LI 6 209
(‘s\ AA

'\,

27 April 5 .

»property'an:dx.pert ssv apparently foroig,n'
. exchange asseta of ‘various French" banka
" evidéntly removed frctm sa.fe daposit . '

Red.chstank PrATEY

xo indication L
aitto . R

L oaissv

boxas of their oustomers. o

Aug

7

2
97

w77 w.S /|l

LS 2

7,

&

no 1&1::_‘@1:10:1_" -

‘-
¥

41581030

o
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o L . . . SIIVER COIN.

. Shipment .~ Desoiription | 'Weight - - Date rod. ‘Rede. from . - " . Possible Ovnership
o Ne . R R _ -~ S

6 Rw;a@}_‘gn; Lei e §5276.20 silver coin - .not:listed: = 29 AjprilA ks _Es’gort O;f_icer 4 received: fom Reichsba nk LEIPZIG _
- Rusazdan Rubles , W95 't ¢ o S . @65 VWCorps- | no :lnﬁicat:lon ownerah:lp DT o
SorbianDinars _ BhSes v . v : o 7 ' L S OB
POliBh Zloty e 3516.33 "_ Lo : . : i : o ’ , v . . ’ o o i ¥ -A
BohemiaMoravia : : o ' o S , : S L S
" Kroner- 11912’.70 . T : : - o :
Hu.ngar:lan Perigos 311»199 22
Italian Lire - L =e85
Netherlands Guilders: - SlieT7
. _French Francs - 209450
Fimmerks - - . 219680
Denish Kroner -~ -~ 11479
Belgia.n Francs .. ~82e25

3dissvIoz.

|
|

[;‘“ i

xog

77 .S olld

/,
o~

ﬂy/

‘Anu3
oY

770

5 _French Francs - loéod.s stivér- coin not listed 29 April' 45  Victor D. Downer . received: frqm Reichsbank NOHDHAUSE‘I' B
. L o LT o _ o S 1 st Lt Feho. : no indication ownenship ' N
0 - 1173929 e -

7
-

TS =

¢
5
Xé

/..‘/M
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E Shipment B

i

‘

|

|

'

L
/

I

De,spripfiog ‘

STLVER COIN

Weight - . Date rede

- Reds from

" Possible Owership

» Rxm:ania.n Lei .

Russian Rubles
SQrbian Dinars -
Poliah Zloty

_Boham:la Moravié Kroner: )
. Hungerien Pengos*

‘Italian Lire -

Netherlands Guildors E

,French Francs -
Belgian Frencs-
- Retehamarks =~

" - Sl6véenia Koruna: -

10 .

o

: Reichsm rks:»

. ~R1m:an5.an Lei
. Ruasian Rubles:
Eerbian Dinnrs
: Polish Zlcty
_Bohemia ‘Moravia Kroner
) Hungarian Pengos :
Iteldan Lire .

Netherlands Guilders

: 'Finmrks -
‘ .Ds;niah Kroner
: Belgian Francs
~Reichsmarks
' slovenia Koruna

48854~
“ "X 027
30e=
2lpe51
151490

. 694408

3405
o7
7290
" 2lje= -
" 83K Te=

. BTLe="
T kL
285450
258403
30940
737472
2455

142,08}

2]3&85

- 231530 08_5

8800 o’
109 olQ‘

silver coin

siILver oo:m

% 2 T 2/ 8 B B TR oW

o .

& B am 083 B s

" 6ooo sﬁ;l?ver: coin

B 2 w3

- notlistea 2 May 45

‘not 1isted

und
EISNAOH

M3 Det. I2 B3

not 1isted 3Mey 45  Det. FI & 3

20} April 45 ° Reichsbank

no: indAiéa_.‘bAim: .

recoived fmm Reichsbank GOBUM fmmd
buried under chicken coop manure pile.
and’ garden no indioation ownership

- found in vaults of. Reichsbank: WBUH}

no: :tndication ovmerahip
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ahkib_ﬁient _
' No .

Des_énlptibp

SII.VER GO'.'N

~ Veight

N

,

A

. 1.;‘

Dete reda Rod.e from

Possible Ownership

18

i tl
it
7F 3D

i

/7

=y,

G
Entry
File
Box

St

20

4_ REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL AY

Italian Lire
F:cench Frencs

. -Danish:Kroner -
’ ‘Balgian Franos :

' 'Rumnian Lei
..Ru.ssﬁan Rubles :
Sérbian Diners

Polish Zloty -

Bohemi a; Moravia Kroner.
Hungarian Pengos
Ttelian Lire - '
Netheérlands ‘Guilders
French Fréapes
Denish Kroner

Belgien Francs

- Reichsmarks -

- Rumanisn Lei
’._’Hungarian Pengos

R‘eiehmrks

Ruasian Rublea ,
Polish Zlotys
Italian Lire

Netherlanda Guilders
French Frencs '

Reichamerks:

3171 450
10155421

 TBuSs

3 | Ih9hlo25

" je082 50

‘ ,-.}75 ,silya,r' vo;inf ‘not i-‘iate‘d-

‘ _.97 m L
35-75 BTN

51153 -
2125

8

5758450
1426480

52535
959481

10,46
722,15
' 1 02_5

LR IR I A N
LT It BB B AT B

87182.-— silver coin ‘not 1isted
51,38 + - @ '
-_1¥734‘--" - ¢

25_5.-;,.»

119030-
5" L] ]
2em
b= W "

i) ‘72

=
-3

a:llver min not 1:tsted

silver: coin - not listed -

. 16.May 15

13 May 45

. 3;: M'a:y'“Zé& ‘ 851 ;Fin.l)et.‘..

- MG Det. MINICH

3ra U.S.Army
'SPITAL

7' th: U8 Amy
" ADGSBURG:
1 e

19 May 45

'Te-G. Ferbenindustrie

" found in Reichsbank MINICH -
. might be 339 loot :

National Bank of Hunga;'y o

SPITAL AM "PYHRN

‘see: §ilver Bullicn Sheet - -
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Shipmont
“‘No

-Deseription

' "SILVER COIN

Weight = Date rod,

. R@.fo:om '

V;P.’ossi:bl‘e Ownerghip

23 |

) ‘Hungarian Pengos

Polish Zlcty

,Natherlandss Guilders

" Slovenie Korune
- Frénch-Franes: -
" 'Relchsmarks

'Russdsn Rubles:

. ‘ French Francs
‘ ’Daniah Kroner

2i-
050
120 .

870-59

Itelian Lire. .
French Frencs . .
Beighs_mrka
Rumanien Lei 25874~
Bobemia: Moravie Kroner 523~

Itelisn Lire _ 20@-,

Rmnian Lei

Polish Zloty 25096.-4

"Bohem:la Moravia Kroner 122--

“Se-
130420 -
58074450 -

Bungarian Pengos,
Itelian. Lire -

Belgian Franos
Reichannrka

264~ .

‘silver coin not 1isted
. R . j

%
]

“.
.

"

]

10.- t

gilver coln
y :

YRR E
e 2 as as

. s ¢ . . « 5
=%, m o= Slﬂ. - 3 & »

30 May 45
‘.. o

"
wt

not listed 8 June 45

not liated 18 June L5

2 an en=axsa=

-

@ 5 Sec.

12 th” Army’

Gro\;p

G5 104 th

Inf. Div,

M: Det.,

FI'H3
| RATRIS

roceived from Reichsbanlc HOIZMJND]N

- might be’ Naz:l govt. holdings may have

coms from MAW. Fra.nce .

received: i’rom Reichsbank: HALLE
no indication awnex:ship P

sse: Silver Bullion Sheet

< 1
i
5

l
!
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e T et 8 et s 08 R 1o

Anu3

Z

w77 vt old
Pl

A

A7

32!



http:96125.50
http:MABSR1l;T.1S

88160¢

B
e

VI

Ao

H
!
h
i

'SILVER COIN

Totals m;goef'.'?a fine ounces:  also 660808 kilograme 'eq.ual to 2?,12;7.67 owmces about
aldso -  Rumenien:Lei 2]32:003.20' . : i
. Russian Rubles: . 2 o6 , ‘
gerbian: Diners
| Polish Zloty =~ 66798
Boliemia: Moravia Kroner . 13597640
Hungarian Pengos 137455417
| . Itelism Lire . 591465
; _ Netherlands Guilders - 10786461
E Frenoh: Francs 85743460
; Fimmsrks - 12665 - Co ' ' - _ i
| S : - Danisk Kromer - - - , “ 1180489 - - ' ) S L i : b
P - T Belgien Francs .. 232522.69 S : : ‘ v , T
¥

: .~ Reichemarks ' » : 1795625
i ‘ Slovenia: Koruna - . 287e

S
| ey w7 S 94

§-_


http:232522'.69
http:466~;.87
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Sh;pmnt L -Dpscrijati;oqy o e Datercd. Red o from o ) " “Pogsitle mcrsﬁip , I
_No-- .. - A e e e % R R A A o S

‘Ag,; ) B “ N . e A, AL~

1 . 204 containers. - . "‘I_‘jApril 1;5 o "'SaltMine MERCERS - nd infication

| | - 1. - 319 boxes: . - . . ' 7 May h5 S &S ‘E-‘mencial Bcho ‘eﬂaptured' at BUGHENWALD :
:FJ ' : : : : . o ‘ T Bt U.S.Army - o indioation ownership o
i & - oo 314 boxes: and I metalbox- 9; May. l|.5 K ¢ .9 Financial Branch ' :found in vaults ’Reichsbank MEBUI-'K} :
SR S ’ o : oo . 12tk UcS.AImy ‘Group. apparently deposited by Hungerian

"‘.’ r' o ’ ‘ ' s Finanes Minister

8 - hboxesﬁvﬁiises 28" baés AR ) o ' S o ‘_ : . ' ) /,
o 114 begs: said to: contein foreign » 13 May 45 o M3 Dets MONICE ' found in Reichsbank MUNIGH S
: currnnoy and Goin ) ' : ) S T 'might hs 83 loot

Box

20 S 2 cases sald to..contain foreign , - T : '
' ° Currency snd Codn P K 3 T3 UiSaAmmy National Bank of, Hunsary
3 containers: said to. oontain ) I6 mey 45 " 8PITAL = o . S?I‘I‘A.‘B A PYHRN-
' platinum and: othzr preoiouﬂ . : - . ‘ : S .
T meta.la : )

DECLASSIFIED -

21'5‘ . 8. vegs said to: contain coin:’ “. 19 May 45 7 th‘:-‘U‘.,s.Amw7 ' see shimment this numbor
, _ 4 boxes: ‘and 2m11 bags o S - Amsm ; o ) on 8ilver: Bullion Shoet

.l 222 " 58 containersend 14 begs My 45 . . . 9th U-S-Azqny : . found fn FRIEDRICHSHALL Salt Mins
: S o o . STRASFURT n:o Ind:loationownernhip :

23 = I bag sald to contain jewelery - 30 May 45 : G 5 12 th &rmy - found Red chsbankc HOLZMINDEN

’ » ) o - o : o . S Group ‘ _no :lndioation ownorship :

i . 25 _ 96 bags S : ( 8 June 45 ST Ka,gt;.G?;5' - reoe:lved from Roichsbank HA‘LLE
- © ' A ' : ’ , o 1oy Inf-.“. Divi . . no. ipdication ownership

- L ' . 28 bags : 10 June' 45 7 th UsSeArmy g o C -
:; | e | o _ . ? ‘ TINSERUCK ro: indication ownership o
5 : ‘

v, REPRODUCED AT THE NATIO:

e

¥
T
i l’)
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e e s e e ey e s e e v w4

. UNINVENTORIED. ITEMS

Date rod.
v . N

-5

. Posgeible Ownership

18
49

52

348 bags silver cofn

o 6bags silver coin*_

3 bags said to oontain “
silvorware e
9 bags: 1. box end’1 beg

LG bags ‘é'iiivfefp coin

577 bags silver coin
246 vegs. of which 235 silver coln
|10 begs: of which 8 silver coin
8 bags silver coln
1 bag silver cofn

© 1 metal case a’xiti;"n‘ sack

1 bag end I tin box h begs and 2 oartona
" said to contain ‘effects of psrsons frdm
Dechau comcentration Oamp

18 guns 45
23 June 45
26, June 45

28 :[\imer 45 e

29 .T‘m'h_'i.'

29 June 45

30 Tune 45

30 June 45
1 July 45

EET

Sy s

7 Tuly 45

. ‘M} Det F1 H3 FAURIS

M Dot. (Prov) 20 APO 339

MG Det. H5'C9 APO 658

MG Det H3 H3

M3 Dets K3 09 -

MG Det. 3 BY -

P

M Det. 0109

Battery B, 690. th“m‘

_D~e£§ 16 c ,9

\GarIf G. Rector 2 nd Lm

0 20001[.7

,Vernon A. Balot I st Lt.
Inr

531 087

. .

1o indication ownership for losating
‘ discovery see Silver Bullion Sheet

'raoe:lved from Raiohabank JENA
'no :Lnd:lcaticm ownorship

' received from Reichsbank smmaﬁm
'nof indicat:lon ownerahip

295 bags frcm Re:lchsbank GEBA othara
<’anx1 WERDAU

’ WEISSWEIS 1 bag and 8 bags: silver coin
‘Tege :lvea from Reichsbank ZEIE!Z C :

' xéés’ce ived ‘fm z‘a@&m@:'. LEIFLIG

‘-roceived from Financial Institutions

see comoroial suver Sheot R

from Reichsbank 4n ZWICKAU,:CRIMITSCHAU L
‘no: mdieation ownorship [

1]
1 bag. received from Reichsbank oL

/wi_,»/
i

re_oeivggi f_ro_m Beichabank, VEIMAR

777 e alld
g

%

2>

Landkz-eia. SGHLEIZ

TS &
7

received from Re:lchsbank, MIZ

"rqca_iv'aa- z;@m Re‘ichs‘banl’c,;.;&mp

- fcu.nd in hills south of WALGHENSEE
: no indicaticn ownership

s
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shipment
No

. Description

Date rods

N s
B s o
Do 3
| . I
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11 oardboard certons 182" bags
3 wooden boxes,. 1' suitcase

15 bags British Silver Coins:

‘ ‘1_ bag various q;:ihs -

16 baga coins V
362 bags. silver oo:!.ns

- 23 boxes: eilver coins

20 bbxé_?_ &l lver:coins )

1) boxes eilver: coins

1 bag

_327 bags of which 299 bags silver: coin:.ﬁ.

1 cheafb aaid to eontam silverware
1 auitoase with silvarware .

va‘;c;ous,, Q,Qinas '

26 Dec " 45

13 July 45

30 July 45

31 July 45

 2h aug 5

25 Sept 15
27 Sept h5

'27 Sept ll5
281.Sep1:' h_‘i'
30 Oct 45

1 Nev 45

N

N

Ceer s

* Reichstsnk ESCHVEGE
* Det. 16 F3

Finanae officer .

-’Hq 0o 2nd’ Bn.
‘359 th. Inf,

no indioation

from GMSOH—PARWGIEN found:
- stored in the St&dtsparkaase GARMISCH. |
' File states "Records: indicelfmoney wim |
'tiaken fmm Britiah demsed aviators, :

received from Reichsbsnk WEIMAR

Det. GI 33 - RO: inaieat:lon ownership

MG Det. G ao-cg.‘ ¢ reooivad from Reichabank m

Réieh;ssénk scmnm no indication ownerahip

Reichsbank WORZBURG #o dndieation . - - -
Roiohsbank Aschaffenturg . - S

- Ascmmmaum - "mo indication T
6 boxes from Roichsbank o ) SRR o S
ASCHAFFENBURG 8 boxes from no indieation - R Lo
Beichaba.nk mamc- . I , IS :

777 w2 S Ol d

7,
-

| T =
Yy

" no indication

Det. B202 ' recetved from Reichsbanx;:mm; :

Lo paldeved to. be property N
-»G”i 2" D'e‘c~ ca'ntrol sacm'r. o Eva Braun . .
British & American Mbasaiea »

propert Gennan le ation
MADRID Spain L - ig Spain g
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:rEl)ot ap,II)}y for admission to the UN until after the ratification of the
Deace reat;r.- Ee added tha:t he would appreciate an expression of the
' eﬁartment s views regarding this proposed step. '
back; Ijl?;gm;; eﬁlpla»med that the Department was familiar with the
I : 1s matter and, as a matter of fact, h
» » - ad
ir;im;tedrt }E;E glmerécan Minister in Budapest to rinf»:;:t':rx:l thze;elfgrlli
inister is Government deemed it desirab ‘
submit such an application at an ithont raitiog the oty
: A early date without awaiti i
fication of the Treat: Piarrndrnbing
y of Peace. He then summarized ind
Deptel 331 of March 28 to Bud i et the Denastior
] ' Budapest, which contained the D ’
instructions to the Legation in th‘is, 0 ion, ¢ S intomod the
str < tion, and also dnf
Minister of the substance of Bu. s 555 of Nl
udapest’s 555 of April 2 in which 1
reported that the Prime Minister had P, Sebomnteld o
‘ thanked Mr. Schi
the Department’s interest in'a H i i o N o et
: Hungaran application to UN and indi
cated that he would discuss the~ma,zt=t ith ¢ aten o
hat b er with the Foreign Mini
determine whether it should b R inct mestins
: e taken up at the next Cabinet meeti
. . - - . eet .1
‘ ;l‘he Hl}nganar% Lﬁrflster said he was happy to have this ba.ckgr;.riid
in ‘oynztilc{n.and inquired whether he might be advised by the appro
priate division of the Department concerni X
; _the Dep: ing the proper f i
ghlcgh the }-{;mfamhan applhcation should be ljresentedl to :She Igj};li:
arbour said that he would undertake to ﬁnld ister
: : , it out whoni the Mini
might appropriately consult regarding this question 21 " Miister

1 Nei .
BWA?&S& gf 4t_h2e4 ’zt;elelglfagms under reference here have been printed (800.515
to the Dopsctment. 46" note dated April 18, a copy of which was tr {tted
neither printed, th-asHan enclosure. to despatch 2971, April 23, from aandmltted
that the Hunga,rianec E-ng‘man Foreign Minister advised Minister Sch rma
tho United Netiors amd :sltl)fitcihtgg &ec@ed, on April 10, to apply for admisgggée;g
oy Pgnh (501.AA/4-9347). : ¢ support of the United States for this appli-
andwritten notation on the soure :
o } e text by McKi i ‘Mini
ter Saegedy-Viassik called again at the Dopartment on Apeil 17 and was ap.
Nations, ’I‘elegragz 4:6851 i})r making application for membership toa%hewta}sv'ap.
tion for Hungarian me ay 1, to Budapest, not printed, stated that a ied
Szegedy-Maszik in amliltﬁgiri?li l?‘lt}f;,g United Nations had been éUbgﬁaﬁ%géi%a-
BWA/5-147). . pri to the UN Secretary General (8(3()‘5155:y

864.50/4-2847 : Telegram :

The Minister in H@ﬂgdﬂ/ (Schoenfeld) to the Secmta@ of State

SECRET S \PES
] Buparest, April 28 —_
1 293 According to translation in my po;sesé)iou 'of, tloQ; ?seciita. e
;3 géveiet B(/Earch 26 from Soviet Minister to Hungarian Governfnr;?lf
Soxt xove{nment? demands repayment of three loans totallin 85(;
ion pengé from Soviet Government to Hungary in 1945, N g
Governments agreed after war to fix dates and conditions ofoieeggs

ment and Soviet Government deems it desirable loans should be repaid
to forint through' dollar at

this year in forint by converting pengd in
rate of May 2, 1945 when dollar was quoted at 280 peng®d thus making
amount to be paid Soviet Union 3,035,700 US dollars equivalent to
35.6 million forint. o ‘ ‘ : S

This 'secret demand coupled with recent secret demand by Soviets
on Hingarian Government to pay Soviet’s alleged Hungarian debts
to German creditors, see Legation’s despatch 2697, March 5% in
amount, of 1600 million forint? as well as Tuthless pressure recently
exerted’ on Hingarian General Credit Bank (Legation’s despatch
92994, April 25%) to permit conversion of ininority Soviets bank hold-
ings into control through forced sale of Hungarian held share
strongly suggest pattern of retaliation upon Hungary for accepting
American economic aid and intentions to make such aid entirely in-
effective. They also suggest increased difficulty of collecting American
and other war claims by reducing Hungariah capacity to pay.

Loans of 850 million pengd first above-mentioned represented Hun-
ency seized as war booty in 1945 by Soviet troops at

garian Curr
National Bank and in private banks in

branches of Hungarian

Hungary. :
s SCHOENFELD

* Not printed. : o
tOp May 14, Hungarian Minister Szegedy-Maszak called on Acting Chief of

the Division of Southern Buropean Affairs Barbour to discuss the Soviet de-
mands under reference here. Szegedy-Maszik suggested that the United States
authorize the American Legation in Budapest to make clear to the Hungarian
Government that the United States did not accept the Soviet interpretation of
German assets. Barbour promised to take the matter under consideration. (Mem-
orandum of conversation by Barbour, May 15, 1947 740.00119 EW/5-1547)

§64.00/5-1347 : Telegram o g
The Minister in Hungary (Schoenfeld) to the Secretary o f State

SECRET  PRIORITY " Buparest, May 13, 1947—6 p. m.
791, I called on PriMin Nagy today in view of his departure to-
morrow for vacation in Switzerland and my forthcoming departure
June first * prior to his expected return. He took this occasion to thank
me on behalf of Hungarian people for all that US has done for
Hungary. , o . o :
He said that to inexperienced observer political trends in Hungary
sinee liberation might have suggested that Smallholders have no com-

prehensive strategy and were systematically surrendering power and

~ * Minister Schoenfeld relinguished charge of the Legation. on 'May 31 to
Donald ¥. Bigelow, Counselor of Legation, and - departed from Budapest on
June 1. Selden Chapin, the appointed Minister to Hungary, assumed charge of

the Legation on July 8.

S,
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D@tailsd enumeration of valuables owned by thﬁ City of B 1 e »e.st" ;
Jaluationms -

1. pa. enclosurewbook bywatohword " Emma "nc valuas
. ] "Marikas" g . v
/\" '," L "lola”™ v ‘ 2y
n v L npipi® : oo v
. " n - 1 "Tlla‘* L
"1, brilliant stone about 30 2200 : : :
1.. . golden.ring with presious stons
HW brillant, bisger
2, brillant smaller ' ‘
1, - golden ring, withe gold, spozt ' R ~
with 7 bdrilliant stones 4,30 gr.
Ao © polden ring white gold, sport
with 9 brilllant stones,
1. white golden solitaire with ;
-1 .brilliant stons, ,
l. . - golden ring, white golden solitaire
: with one brillisnt stone,
1. marquis ring, with 7 briL¢iant stones,
1o white gold scliteire ring,
1. Marvin arm-wateh with 16 dbrillisants
1. “metal obJect with golden lea%es -
1, white gold braoelet, with 6 dlemonds
Lo brilliant .
1.7 white gold bracelet, with 5 brilliants
© and severel tiny diamonds :
1. golden oollier and chain, with
‘ -silver and diamond.
‘L. brilliant 1.70 gr.
1. golden braselet made of vellov and red: material
&. golden braoelet 41,50 gx,
g: «»/ ) L
L medallion 4.erc
2o neck=ohain 42.50 gr. ,
1. golden ring end 1 men 8 chain 15,50 gr.
1. _ Bllver ciparette snuff-box 155 ar.
1. " silver basket with bottom.
. sllver plate with dbasket 480, gr. « , ‘
1. silver basket with bottom 784 grn A . s
l. ~ ellver sugar box 421 gr. g
1. gllver tray 284 gr.
1. -.gilver tray 482~gr° -
1. b " 461 ¢
1. " w478 "
1o i " 641 "
R ° W EB7 M :
" la . roE30"
1. " W nAg e )
1, “ -w h15 w
1. silvar oandle»atick 424 bra
1. w418 v
1. ‘broken silvex jaro
1. - Bilver tray vith 6 glasass 430 gr. 1
- B, small silver glasses 280 gr. . :
12, . - silver plates with inlats 212 gro-
1. silver purse 93 gr.
l. - silver dish-cup 57 gr. :
BUEN silver cup with handle. 37 gr. : ‘ N
1: small silver glass. 44 gr. ; ' - .
4 de silver oup.with glass bottom., 55 gr. -
R silver cigarstte cage 130 gr. : . . ’

ey



http:glass.3s

o

9.6 @

= 0

1o B ot ok 40 e ot 2 Bt Y

B for 52 Bt BT O 8 o
. BoH B Te @ i .

B oo

b s
& &

'S‘u '

S T

-

&

silver c‘gpve+te~umsa l 8 éra“
Losro s o L2140 - o
?? S IO F= % :vﬁ
RAT - - ;u?.gl‘i-‘“
rLl48
93
- 3_;31 L
1163' "
Lo : ? . 3..3.8 Wt
o e o BRI &Y= T U

w0 EL S A 5 L B
om no. L ‘
0 SN L) Bo1mg o

-Tbrilliant ring, sport with four Jtoves
o oo " with 3 stwaea
L bri3lihnt gross ,
‘ .°c+lusize rings
“ear ring with sovew

Foe eapering .
-™ 7 earering: o
e ‘moon shaped oernring . .
‘“"~“"earnring with 4 stones
BEEE ¢cotogon . shaped eap-ring
S n@c£¢ace" S

Lo - euff-iink |
ﬂsaphire, brillient: ring
brillient ring with 9 stones

K rinp wilkh. 11 ‘wtones

\hﬂre stunea

).marald ring
Vema4l ring

Qgérls‘OQ'péper : o B T
platina=oups 8064 ,58 - nr,“- . R
platiﬁfa eales 187,14 er. '

boats 31,30 gr. A R A

N “; ':.atar - 1.42 gr,
. elektrods 32 80. 87,
Loo® o met -15,17. g .
’ :_,'-".,, 'elektl‘oda 52900 b.n.u‘ .,
A"-gboats Ffor bufnlng 17 70 wr»~
aup s
.. gedles with cover
22 carat; golden Jar . o
oldon edaillo

sokiteire ear~rings’ . 0,

with 18 bvil15ants and 18 S&Ohlre atonss




z-,:.:’.wam”&ﬁ.‘ﬁﬁ
: b

2, mamss golden watch ohain

1. . ' golden sedl. ring . L o C
S1. double chain.. - . ST
1. golden ring: with- carnecl ‘gtone - ' ‘ -
1,  polden men’s neck tie needls, srilliant
: ' and’ one "I létter with dlamonis
1l old. goldan ‘money piece . - o
1 _decoration order "Francis Joge h" L
1. golden ring, vith saphires and & &iamonds -
L golden ring of 6 cargtes with white camea
1. . golden ring of 6 carates with lilack cemsa
1,0 goldan~“ing of 6 carabes cames. with two figurew
1. golden ring of 8 carates with nosaio stone _ S
1. golden ring of 6 carates with .metist ' oL R
1. . Pair of cvff-links twe camesas ) P
e n - with iron. uedeillon of 6 earate
11. ‘dlfferpnt silver rings and rings with stones
2, . broken golden needles an& 2 go.den plates o
S silver buttons N
1. ‘medaillon o
1, 7 ‘lion-hsad. o '
0 box. with ll daavers L S N
S I, drawsr - 23" pb, cemea o P
TT, L ,.,3(} " L o : T T L e T
S III.oOC . 24 ,*?“-*C‘ - S
IV, " ig 'W oo an& bronz meda;llon N S
Vo " 5 s . and 3¢ pe. silver nedaeillons - :
¥I. ™. zpolden moneynpieces and 13 silver money pieees )
vii. *® “LO golden noney»pieces and 13 silver nongy: piaoes

viiz o 2 golden money pieces and 16 si?ver money pieces
‘ 2 pleces of bronz arl canmes. .
Ix " ,34 pleces of 0ld monsy.

"% - " 2 pieces of’ goldan and 21 pleces of silver mon,y;j, '
XX v 10. esr~rings and 29 cameas : N
: “ g2 different donuments, lntters etes
1. Greek decoration ordero
Y, . diadem of platine with stanes, pieces, '
1. pearl neciklece of sim rows,,real pesrl, clzsp in the middle

containing 7 brilliant &tones, two briilibnt coniiscting
stones 1 flower-shaped: golden clasp with pearl &acorations° .

1. " golden. embroderyed mXwmp brooch with one big emerald and
4 10/10¢ splitters of brilliant:.
. golden ladyss-ring, with 1 emerild and 4 csrat
tiny brilliants, 3 are miscing.
Lo ledy.8s ring with one 4 curab br:! lllant Btore 7plat1nﬁ¢/
1. golden ring with emerald sione .
Lo - platiaum ring decorated with pearl.
1. " . with a stone aend brill: .ant splint:r a .
1. lorgnon-chain.with 384 pieoes o ;0/100¢ b!illiants o
1."= 1 Dcllar.baik-noté ' :
1. = pailr ofrgolden.éar-rings
1. . .golden wedding-ving . ~ :
9, . - sncient golden: money pieces
l. - golden man’sywatch )
L golden Ghain ° |
1, -golden ring with 3 bril4iaut st<nea
2. golden seal~rings : .
L. golden ring- with- red stons
1, - glass=cutter .
1. . geal ring
Ly © {zolden chain
L. zolden wedding-ring
1, ' silver hand<bag eontaining silver manicureosata.
1. - 1little silver vessel with 1lid..
2, . silver hat ne and  brooch
1. . lorgnon with 8ilver handle
1,.¢ emalled metsl lorgnons.

1 silver’ purse
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. silverﬁ"

) silve: mi

‘gilver, quadrogon Pormed treys

_melted; sil
- g4lver &

ts with handle /tran hcleu/
; % with- handla ¢nd Flower deslmms |
silver sugar basin with B, - . -

 ailver glassmhalﬂar ;

- 1little: ¢ !
- little silver dan with henéle
- silver<dessert cutlery . - black
silver tea'and coffee pote with/harile

;J—poﬁs_WXth biacL harn?av

, ~%ra; .
- sllver vessal with &oveu,ﬂ

ovale gilver trays.

oval ‘formed sllver tray wilh deslgres
silver ciparette~box with . drewers,
wooden jewelsd chest with 212 plocen of sllwer cutlerg
leathor necessair with objeots

golden chein bracelett with 5 stones snd 6 brjlilantaﬁ
- golden brooeh with preoiou¢ stones snd peargs
Cdin twn‘p : : ‘ :

58 gra )
2 -broogh
yrouch, Chinese work

" melted ailver belt, pertly zildad wath fed and turquoisa
. stones, in’ 13 ploces 718 gx.

gildad sllver bolt with rubys and puawls and- diamsnda &4? vri o
silver belt: parily gilded 718 gr. in 10 pleces oL R
er.-balt in 4 pie os 4835 gr.,

ne. %= partly gllded 18€ sv.

 turning 212 gv,

gilded s

, golden cap decoration with smail and diemonds

golden Jewsl with ruby stores and ¥ pearls 53 gr. .

golden Jewel with erwail ,grenat,rubys and pearls 48 gr.

silver jewel,: partly gllded wit? omall and preciouy. ﬂtoues ,

silver cross, partly gilded, with € almad&n stonea, *;[{ 

] us white ptones, ! , : Lot

1et3roman o o BRI
golden chein and dreés OPn&ﬁﬁﬁﬁoc Tne ch&i@ oouﬂisﬁs of 8 pce‘~

‘placed in a small cese,

golden box with email arnanents
-in golden. setting
“with gold and ‘silver imlat 138.a gro

- golden: ‘Box With gold and silver inlat 119 gr
horn box .lined with gold o
,small cheat in. mahaﬁony-wwca wiﬁhvwithakornam@ntaq .
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Beg. @ - 5

x_yaokégaAla;blled Ferens ¢ Sealusi Maptalning aceording %o
englopes iaventoryi O

‘Tila;ice CTERn. EH00LT
fléxdesﬁvrt knives
- 12- dessert forks
10 demitagnm spoona’
) ‘Goffee wpoons
ksm&l‘ forke
soup ladle
:vggetahle gpoon
“big. ie@7créa&l&papn
‘sxnlad apoon&»
zcake ‘knives
fpig-fiah'fprk~
dessert knife
> big Bp00n~
'ihig *orks
Yiz knives
‘pmall Knivea
'bank books & pe’ sonal pmngra

O .

H_ba_ks@» ﬁifd h‘kb

N R
O R

1 seal@d package of J@wish leuabiar aai& o belong iy

1 &ealed metal box laaeileé ¥ Hangarizo Comner
Budapeat“ said %o cantain safehseplnw Lems
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Raqnest permission ror Msasrs Laazlo Gruaz. Sanior Comprroner.
Dre Louis Tdiay, Attorney of Hungarian National Bank,'eand:Tibor.Krepuska
~ and Valentin Hirko, Inspector, all Hungariem eitizena. %o, entar US Zone .
Germany, . Frankfurt, where.they. are. to contast. Foraign Ex:change Dapository .
to. receive . in Frenkfurt. Hungarien: Delegatian of 5. for ' purpose. of inveatigating '
records .of . Bnngarian Rational Bemk storeﬁ them. L
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. REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHNES’ .

FROM - - V.AGWAR FRGM wnscA Es FROM s/w
e

)' Hungarian Gov*l:. -

o (It is mportsd here that appmximately 127 tons ofvn
‘ belonging ‘to. Hungary are now located at the. Foreign: EBachang ; o ALY S
- at rankfurt).. The reatitution of other itema should,. procoed:‘ aa promptly
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Hnngarian Govt had repneaen'ted to State 9apt aerious situation raaultingq

. fi-om non-reatitution Eingarian property 1n Germany. - In view: or Us

commi tménts. to Hungarian, Govt and public ‘statements. made‘byi. ir,

' in refutation of Soviet charges that US was contributing to aeriou'a
Hungerian economic situation by. mling to rea’citute rrom e L P
- is embarrasaing to this Govt. Final decision is now mads
- .miet - support the restitution of" Hungarian pmperty 1n
decigion ‘should be. implemented promptly in ozﬁar that"

l-effecta of ‘the decision may be gained. Delay 1n imp? ementing th

would dissipate the. benefita to be derivad fram theé: snpport ,ﬁgi" :

and - e:xpedmtioualy a8 possible. e . C 4 1
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It appears tnat a man by the neme of Sohefrler evidantly an
agent from the:aeiohsbank looated in Vienna, telephonad 8ome -

Magdaburg, an axtract of a telagram, Thia telegram ‘was
 addressed to Reichsbank Direotor .ﬁmmknepp;in Berlin.
‘The telegram read&. ‘ :

“also 30 tonar“f»ror the most part |
In ocgse no sontrary instructions are race;ved
would assume that the Reiohsbank agreea.?; o

(Simed} Scheffler

Thet was brought to. the Raionabank in Magdabur )

1545. It consiated of 90,000 kilos. This¥silver ‘then was
brought to the® Depeaitory in Frankfurt on: 9 May: 1945 from
Magdeburg. That 'wes.a G-B proposition. We havé 6,078 bars
of that silver and 556 boxoa. Soms oontain eeins, aeme bars,

309210
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10, deya 1eter Dr. Nyaradi.
Chief of the:. H«maarian Beetitution Miaai

on 2. April.’ & conference, presided by Colorel
e Foreig:e Erchange Depeeitory to. coerdinete 3 1

Public Rele.tiena, Reil &curity. Provoat Vers
; mcem, mn Branch emus ‘and: the Foreign E:me f;

L type of. pereennel to. accompany the ehipment4 the question of'

The problem of the restitution of the silyer irvolving 96 tonew as: ¢
to that of the gold shipment of August “1‘92;6 involving 30 tons of gold.
. Vault operations imrolving the checking of the. silver }mllion against
‘ ~~'the prepared 1ietings proceeded. rapidly and were completed .on. 9 Apru. On: -
S the: .following day,. a final conference: concerning transit roblems .
- arrangements .was held et-the Foreign Emhange;j epesitory . Tt. was. attended
by repreeentetivea of all. agencies concerned.. wi th the restitution.. The
. pro‘blems ‘connected’ with’ 1oad1ng of the silver. ‘train. schedules. security
A and publicity were. reviewed ana final plans meae. T

.

i

T ¢ - 15 April 19&7 2 sets of jomt inventory eohedulee were initieled by
‘ represen‘batives of the. Foreign Ezchange Depository end the Hungarian ‘
Restitution Miseion. .0n. receipt .of final instructions from Weshington .
‘shipment date was .set for 21, April, Arrangements were made for EUCOM to .

accept responaibillty for the: clearance of the. shipment end for USFA to -
obtain Russian officers to: accompany ‘the; train frem the Anstrlan beraer .
to Budapest. . ‘ AR L

- Gn 21 Apr:Ll the;. eilver was transferred from the vaults of the Foreign e
Exehange Depository to: waiting vehicles . and eubsequently from the véhicles ’
_to the trein at the ¥ain Railway Station, Frenkfurt. . ?hotographe and mot;ion
picturee were taken of verious phases of the. movement. At 1400 hrs’ the o

o opera‘cion, involving 17 'bru.ckloads. wasg’ complete& and the ‘bra:m deperted on R

schedule at 1700 hours. ' .

. . i

h route one oi‘ the- silver cars developed & hot bex east of Aschaffenburg. :
‘Two eddltional baggage cars had been provided for. such an emergency. -end. the
o sllver was quickly, transferred by paesenger end guara yersonnel. Upon
. erossing into.the. Russian Zone at. the Em:s ti ver in. Anstria, four Russian
Escort’ Officers. es previouely erranged. boerded the train. ‘ -

- The’ train was enthusiastlcelly greeted upon i‘bs arrival in Budapeet.
official: reception conmittee wes ‘on. hend: and. hugh- erowds: fllled ‘the- station.
Inéluded in tle, official reception were Us Minister Schoenfeld -the: Hungamen V
Prime Minister. Drve. Nyaradi. Hungaria:n Minister of: F:.nance. Hungerian Mimster 3

- of Interior, Leslie Rajk, Brigadler General’ Weems. Head of the American M:.seion ‘
to Hungdry, members of. the- Britiah Mission to Hungery and many Hungarian '
Government Off:.cmls.
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Microphones were set up over which. Dr. Nyaradi broadcast to..the
‘Hungarian people. Minister Schoenfeld and'colonel Brey ‘also . spoke to the
' Hungarian people. concerning the arrival of the silver train. :

The members of the train were corﬂially welcamed -and .entertained during

.their stay in. Budapest. Activities’ 1nc1uded an official dinner given by the
Fungarian Government for all members’ 6f - the train personnel and & reception
by the Prime Minister for mamhers of the press, Slghtseeing tours and.
various other social actiV1tiea were ¢onducted for the viszting groups

« Appreciatlon wag voiced by all members. of the 311ver train for the

" courtesies exxended to them by the Hﬁngarian Government%and its people. "
The train departed from. Budepest at. midnight 25 April and. m ‘back in .- :
Frankfm ‘at noon 27. April. :

‘Thus - enﬂed a succeeaful.mdssion which meant. for Bhngary anothor tep.
‘ forward in. ita struggle for financial and’ econumi& rahahilitationf~ -

308218
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FRGM THE GEPMAN 'I'HIEVm‘ CAVE IN FR.AM{FUM’
S TOBUDAPES’B '
Karl Krietof. tho correspondent of. the: 'Vilag* had been invited by.

'.He;adquartera ‘of “the. Amerioan Forcee in Europe to Frenk;furt and to accompany
- the Silver Train from thero to Budapest. . ,

B ‘l‘he house of the etolen valuahleeo R
o Frankfurt oh the Main. In a small, undamaged section of the city is
. . situated on a- 1arge square a_huge. Jbuilding. - The. State Bank. There 18- no
i eﬂmiseion to- it. The .Americane heve taken charge of the building and ‘

.....

. Memander Bahm, I enter the State Bank A memb r
on. guard at the door. . Gur papers are checked..,,

" we are recsived: by.Colonel’ mey, He 1s the. Chief foicer of the Foroign
' Emhange Depository. ‘

Now o turn to the immenee basement localitiee of :bhe State Benk:, U
A heavy ateol door ia opening and we ‘are within a tmaaury chamber.

¢
] g

96 tona of gilwer. _ L
o o In 1ong rows- thc eilver bars are pileds up, 50 bars piled on’ top of .
. each other form one. pile. The oz'dinary ber weighe 12 kilogreme. the larger
_'-ones 30 kilograms. .Each silver bar carries the. etenm of the Hungarian Mint. .
‘ -u‘Ihere are’ altogethcr 96 ‘tons of silver in this x‘oam. S

"he valua’oiee of the Budapest Orphanage.

. Colonel Broy tells the correspondent of tho 'v’ilag' that the next
kconvoy will reatore ‘the ‘valuables ‘of the Orphanage of Budapest. .

f Diamonds. diamomda. diamonds.

o We are ahown to a place surrounded by iron bera. . Here thousands of A
diamonds. out and- raw ones lie on the, ta'bles. 'Iheeo «have 'been stolen by the
. Germans in Ameterdam. -Pitiful contents are seen 4n boxes guarded by & member
of. the M.P.: gold teeth torn from the rouths of . the victime of Auechwitz.

Dachou and Mauthanaen. - . .

On. Monday morning at eight o'clock . the loading“f the Hungarian C
. valuablee ‘18 started.. ‘German labor: aervice men. pla he' silver into carso '
. On the way to the atation one jeep was preceding and her’ one. following
every truck. ‘The cars tore through the town with: si on 'fuil. blast.
. Soon the 97 tone of eilver were. loaded in the railway carriagee. '

. The. United stetes are convinced. says colonel Brey, that this. eilver will
help reconstruction of Hunga:r.‘ian Economioa to large oxtent. -

Breakdown of the exle of the Silver Train. e
, As the train approaches Wieatal, en’ axle of one of the carriages broke down.
The “train stops. All of us crowd about the" brealodom.a Ve all take- part in the
re-loading of the" eilver. Colonel Brey. the. MP, City-Councillor mhn,
‘ Iadislaue Gruee, ‘the. American Officers and corrospondenta. The cemerae
" click, ...... there will be a. eeneation for the American newspaperso 309219
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", John Dored; photo reporter for Paramount the chief coopérator ‘of the

Stars and. Stripea" is ‘read’ by every American in. Europe)*
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The Art Ob.‘!ects.

During the night the tmin atopa at negens‘ourg. Here two further

carriagea. are atiached to the. train. In'éne is loaded tha art co].lection ..

of the Museum of ‘Fine Artss Tt contains. 31;0 drawings. and engravings, 51 -

-Apicturea and a, 1arge amount of China from Meissen and Old Vienna. )

In Austri&

At the frontier~bcnier o:f the Russian Zone‘ h Busaian amy officers
board our ‘traine They .speak an’ excellent Englm :

‘They are:: Maaor Filatov. Gapta:ln I.arin, Lieutenant Serick and Second Lieu’ce- ‘
- pant: Volkov. They accompany the train up to Bu&apest. R ) o

[

cL At Vienna tha Hungarian Commission is waiting for us. ! "

"Our travel companions. . f BT L
- . Lt . P ', 4{ e "( ) )
- A great number of American reporters came up to Budapast they are; '

.,

o The renown reperter for 'tha United Press, Brennan S?.nder irhose reports
during the war were read all over: “the world. Karl Goa' a8ti of: the,-,_New Y ‘ Tim;e‘s’;_ .

printed for the American Forces in. E!u‘ope. Nathaniel Maréclin (this pap” . jf‘me
‘the ‘war' correspendent
ithe. "Stars and - Stripes“ :

of Metm%ldm-myer. Gerhard Stindt, Robert Mari’s of’

" the pictorial correspondent of ‘the " Army Pictorial Service' 'I'haler; the editor "

of the' "Tnternational News Service "Agency", Charles: Kwiglay. ‘ The comanding

officer of the train _convoy originates from California; his name is Colonel

‘William G. Brey. ;-- o

. Karl Kristof .-

o s w4
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l “Hirlap' - o
- . (Paper of the Independent ‘small farmers' and middle olass Party)
' fThursday, 24 April 19&?. Dage 1 :

With‘ fﬁeﬁ ﬁil'vor Train'to Buéanosn._

Hagyeshalom, 22 April (by a comspondent from ”Hirlap")

“Welcomel" says the American Co].c.»nlal William Brey. as he turna to the
American reporters. Grey temples and a youthf‘ul face. S

The train is taken over here by two Hnngari.an engines. The starting point
of ‘the train had been Frankfurt. its destination is Pudapeste In 8 railvay-
,carriages are stored 96 tons of ﬂmgarian silver. the treasurea ‘from the. Museum
‘of Fine Arts, worldfamous peintings, Hungarian China anﬁ drawings. The ‘
yvarties acoompanying the train travel in three, further carriages. The train
is surrounded by American soldiers maintaining a rather strict attitude.

" The train travels. vory fast. ‘the Hungarian 1andsoape ;passea by rapidly.
Next to me a reporbor fren Paramount takes moving. picturea of the 1andecape. L
Another: reportar. a correspondent of the Metro takes: picturaa of A Hungarian ,
village in ruins.  In the passage-way a. discuasion is- atarted between the
reporters of the New York Times and a fa:lrha:lred corresponﬁent ‘of the

' Asaociated Press amoking a cigar.

.- . 'Colenel "fmiam G, Brey offers Tokay. w:ine to the leading officer. of the
" Russian escort boarding ‘the train: Major Filatov. who, pr’oves ‘able to converse
in faultless. Bnglish with the Americen officers. The: *Rusaian"captain Larin,
Lieutenant. Serick and Second-Lieutenant .Valkov are discussing Hungarian w:lnes

with the Amerioem soldiers, and from the. 1ight shining in their ‘eyes 1 can
" realize how much they like them. City Councillor Dre Alexander ‘Bahn ‘stends
next to the Chief of Poliee Tﬂ.mer Szazz and the CQntrol Official dfF:lnance

Alemnder Rolk:o.

-,Dr. Hahn aaks me . to take a- aeat in his comfortable compartmant.

'Just have a look at what we brj.ng along from Frankfurtl
) He turns over the leaves of the documents. '

A 997 tons of silver. A smwell pert of this w111 be used to coin the

5 Forint silver-pieces (which are ‘to correspond to ‘the value of 10 million

Forint), We have furthermore restored the world famous. H\mgarian collection
~ of engravings and the Alexander Herzog Collection,. Among “the. latter are ,

‘several paintinge by: E1 Greco,- Gaugdn. Picaaao. Cesanne. Duerar. Tintoretto.
Raffael, Leonardo da vmci eese.

) ‘& : “u
Y

The China eollection of the Muaeum of Fine Arts contains old Hungarian
and Dutch China. . . .

. The value of the silver amounts to 3 million dollars. while 20. million doll::
W . ars could at any time ‘be netted from American buyers for the art objects. '

o Gonsequently the si:w'er Train restores to the country a value of 23 million;
Dollars. { ~ S , ‘ ‘

, C-olonel William Brey fmm the carriAge window surveys the Hungarian
: countrysidea and sayss .

. "This 1andacape here reminds me very xm:lch of my home cauntry, - the Sacr&r ¥
, mento Valley 1n California. L _ S e 309221

: 'What eloe ia being returned to Hungary, Colonel ?"

i

'Soon the treasume ‘of ‘the Budapeat Orphenage and other valuablao w111 ’be
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. - 'What do you think of the fact. that among the adjoming countries
' Hungary will be the i"irst Yo co:!.n silver currency ?" o

”'I‘his ia very finex - I hope that ‘che silver will halp to improve
Hungary’s financial suh uation. . :

Somebody whispera .m my ear- - :

I hope I would not commit any indiscretion by telling you ‘that at -
American Headquarters in Frankfurt. the presspeeple were’ outmnning ‘eachother .
to take part in this journey to Budepest: There is stmng faith. t'nat it is
the most beautiful city of Gentra.. Europe. -

We are approaching Budapest. It is getting darl:. - The Kast Station. however
. is brightly illuminated, In & pool of light we recognize the reception ,
committee: Minister of Finence N%arady, the Ministar of Transportation Geroe
.and the Secretary General of the Chief Council of: Cominercé Zeltan Vasg, :
The cemaras click. NKyaredy speeks in Hungarian and’ English. ‘We stand, in a
circle formed by Russian, American and English army officers and diplomata.
Now Minister Nyarady takes up a silver bar and showa 11: to the applauding crowds

e

- "Here- is the Silver Forintt" o : : .

' The air resounds of ringing ‘cheers. Ceeessee

Kt

1309222
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- The Silver Train.has arrived ' -

" .. The Suver Train arrived on Tueeday evening at the East Statien. . It N
. brought back the: silver ‘and" the valuable. pietures of the. Mueeum of Fine .
' '.Arte whieh had been deported to the Weet by the A-rrowcroeees. LT e

The fellowing people came to the station: Minieter Nikelaus Nyarady and

. -Emest Geree. Secretary. General. of the Chief . council of comeroe, Zoltan Vae.

- Vice Major Peter’ Bechtler. Poliee Merghal Franz Mue'nnich ‘and ' the, Director '

" Ceneral of the Netional Bank Frenz Jessensky. ' Ambng -:che foreig,ners the.

Americen. Ambé ssador Schoenfeld. General Weems and eeveral membera of the
‘ .American Fmbaeay were %o be eeen. R :' e .

b .
e

The train was" accempanied by the American Colonel Brey. From the frontier o

of the Rueeian Occupation -Zone of Auetria up- to Buda est the train was also . ,
accompanied by a deputation of Russian efficers. &L-Geunc iller .Alexander o
Halin conducted: the transport. .The. ‘train brought 96 tons of ellver and ‘more

‘ than 400 valuable paintings. etédnge end drawings back to Hungary. Alexander
Hahn -expressed his thanks to the’ cemmender of the train: Colonel Brey. and to
_General Morozov,: General Weems and c<:1lone3. ‘L jevuskin.% who hed effectively
supported the’ return transportation of the treasurea S

: Nikolaue Nyaradi expresaed ‘the thenke of the Hungarien people to the
United States of America. The American Ambaesador Schoenfeld: gave .

expreseion to his sincere joy te ‘be’ preeent at ‘suc ‘f}important event

: such as the errival of- the important values consiste % of. o ,

nl,

‘ City Gouncillor Alexander Halm. the Head oi’ the Hungarian Mieeion .
for the return of depor‘bed Goods, teld our correspondent in connection with

- Vthe valuable delivery the following iteme:

. I state e ':ﬁetly, that the piecea of . art;. which we.. have br\ought home o
for ‘the- Museum' of ‘Fine Arts represent.a much higher value ‘then the 'silver .
brought. backs’ The pictures and. etr‘,\gings ‘from etate and private collections ,
represent ‘a value of .approximately. 20 | ‘],lion dollars. - In this connection S
we have to.thank Captain C. Rae. ‘who. kept - these "trasures of ;art for us, He .
handed ‘them over to us. in Revens’burg at two-o \ock at night‘ 'I‘hge eollection

fé‘dngs, 51 paintings and the entire China -

‘ comprises 341 drawings and eleh
collectien of’ the Mueeum of kme krts.

X The Silver Train was accompanied by 9. Americen "corre _ -
Aremained in Budapest until Friday night, Colonel Brey 4is ai’so "in’ Budapeat
at the moment. He is Pprobably- the richest men in the world, for he is the
_ guardian. of .an important part of all that: gold and:‘the- jewels. which are o
kept in the eellare of the l'Reic:hsbalzxk" in Frankfurt/Main. :
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In the eellar vaults of tha State Bank o
o The heed ot the Hunsarian Commission. Dr. Al@metmia:r Hahn. waits for us
R ,at the Frankfurt airodrome.’ With him: we"go to’ the State Bank. where the '
_{  greatest treasure in gold metal of the world is being kept.  ‘In @ huge.
conérete: baaement section the . Bungarian silver is pilod“ ups COlonel Brey
. assures us that the ailver will be tranaferred to-. the station ‘under. heaviest
' '.military guard and as speedily as possible. SN L -
v On Monday morning at. eight o! elock the 1oading of the silvar has been o
- ' 'started, .The famows Americen Military.Police was atationea for safety's
:.:j' aake along the streot leading from the State Bapk to the Station. -

In front and behind the. trucks carrying the sll”r*load preceded and
‘ followed each ‘one jeep carryingﬁamsd MP. men. The ¢ dashed through the
streets of Frankfurt with sirens turned ‘on full blast 2 - ‘

. The Silver train 1eft Frankfurt at 5 o clock 1n the afternoon. ,

x . B

A breakﬂown. e ,

i

Soon after samething quite unexpected happenad. Gloae to the village of
Wiegtal the axle of eme of the railway carriages broke dovm. t’he train had
to. be atopped and as: there WAS no. personnel available ”to'help at! reloading,

o all of us lent a’ hand and we. packed the silver into & spare. carriage.. The

- MP men, Colonel Brey, his staff of officers, the. ﬁmericén Newspapermen- and
T the Hungarians accompanying the: train convoy. they aJ.l ‘Were. ‘.huayz helping to

. earry the silver bars’ from one carriage to the other. This, 8. of course,

. an. tmexpected ‘sensation for the. American reportera and’ newapapermeno cameras
clicked. pencils racod ovar pads to. reeord this mmw.al situ.ation. '

: .A.fter this slight accident the train continued on its journey undisturbed.
At 2 -o*clock. in the morning we were in Regensburg. “Here : the. ‘Hangarien: art .
collecﬁon treasures were takan over. The. eollect:lon consists iof - pieces
representing a value of 20.million dollars. . “Dre. Andreas Dcman weg-entrusted -

.. with'the retuim of ‘these. objects. The first returhn delivery of art ob:]ects

" had been: carried through on the Gold Train, a.fact. 1asrh:lch is widely knom. Co

. This therefore, is the sacond one, It contains: 1n the main the collection of

, ‘eﬁshngs of. the Muaoum of Fine Arta énd of the Arta gn_ Crafts

o ~and Duerero :

The Soviet Officera - B 'f; . j ’

CEA R

. A:rter Linz, which'is situated on the bonier between the Rx1§sian end.. tho B
'American Zone, Soviet Amy officers joim ‘the train. p They are: Major leatow.
Gaptain Lor:l.n. Lieutenant Serick and Second Lieutenant zvolkow. ' o

'_ In Vienna the train is expected by the Hungarian Commission.

'I‘he train enterad the East station at 8 o clock at night. 'J~ .'

- 309224
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’I’he following repreeentativee of the American Eress ‘and, Information
R Service ‘were . preaﬁnt ‘at Budapest: Mrs- Brennan - Sander" '(Aisseciated Press),
' Mr. Carl Gosset ( ew York Times), Mr. Natheniel Mergoiin and. Mr.. Robert o
- Merrit (sters end“Stripes), ‘Mr,: Carl. Qnigley (International News Service).
My T ohn Dored . (Paramount News). ‘Mr:. Gerhard Stindt (Metro-Goldwyn-Meyer)
‘Newsreel -Service), Mr. -J immy Tailor (Amy Pictorial - Service) .and’ Captain
. Dan Tait (Public Relatioms. Divieion7 one of’ the press members of American
'Heedquarters at Frenkfurt. , " , .

’I‘he Reception. ' ;.‘ o Sy f".;‘

RIS

;,Bugalow. the American Ambassador Schoenfeld th hea oi‘ the US Mieeion

in Budapest General Veens, the American Colonel Kopcak' : inister ‘of Finance
. Nikoleus. Nyaredy, M{nister of . Transportation Emeet Gero ..:ﬁ"Vice-Mayor of
:Budepeet Peter: ,Bechtler, Secretary Gerieral of’ the Chie :i‘:Council of’ Coxnmerce
- Zoltan Vas, State Secretaries Stefan Antos, George Keﬁ:eny and; Vesedi-Kovecs
’and the Director Generel of the National Bank Franz J'eszenszkyr

\

) 'I'he official transfer of the ahipment to the Hamggrien government was |
made ’by the: heed of the Hungarian Mission. Dr. Alexender‘Hehn. o

The value ef the transfer goods amounts te 23 million dollars. \
. (blonel Brey expressed his satisfection ehout the i‘ect, thet he hed been
-._"“.eble %o’ bring the S4lver: Trein to Budapest similerily ee he hed previously
g :"breught the: Gold Train. : L 5 L ‘ ,

‘I‘he fina.nce state-minister Nikoleus Nyarady thenkeg the American A ;',
;authorities for- the trouble’ they had, taken in conveying the Silver Train -
: eai’ely baek under their protection. e ; R W

Colonel Breyx Further treesuree will seen ceme'. beck te megery.

. Talking to one of our newepapemen C<>lonel Brey said~ 'It is for the
g third time now, that I came to Budepest, Each time I feel. deeply impreseed
- by the ‘industry’ and . the Joy ‘of 1iving of the Hungarian‘ population. T hope .
that the 96 tene of silver will help. to stabilize Hungery' ’enomicel '
conditions. In the. cellars of the State . Bank in Frankfurt there is.kept yet.
a certain ameunt of silver, i’urthemore there are. still the valuables of ‘the

Orphanage end of, the. National Bank.

.All of thie will be- brought back as soon as possible. o ‘

H

o
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The ss.lver Train brings vack. 96 tons of ailver. " - -
the art collection of engravings of the Museum : o
-.of 1ne Arts-as well aa “6Y valuable paintings.

. On Thuraday evening a strong poliee cordon surrcunded the arrival side -
 at the East Station. The Silver Train had been announcéd due at .8 0'clocks - -
The train wag ‘expected by’ ‘membexrs ‘of the governmnt. . Among’ them were the
- Minister of ‘Fipance. Nyarady, who had started this. reatitution ‘action, the

Minister for ‘Transportation, Ernest Garoe. the. Secretary of State, Vasady-
Kovacs, Antod and the Secretary Generél of the Cnief . Control Conmission of
‘Commerce Zoltan Vas. The National Bank was. repreaented by Director General
Jemzensky, Furthermore the.Ambassador and’ Chief officinl. of the Americen -
Legation. Schoenfeld was. present. General Woems, the" Charge d'Affairs Bi@elow.
:the representative of- the. Yugoslav Legation,..;colcnel Kopoak: :and. the Chief of -
Police ‘Muennich.. The atation was literally luttared‘by‘ Htmgarian gnd -
newspaper reportars. chiefly Americanss.: -to..step. from. the
train was, Colonel ‘Brey.' ‘The waiting crowd: knew him al \ ‘Tt Had been
hiin, who had brought back the gold transfer. last year." “After Lim the City-
" Couneillor. Dre Alexander Hahn,. head of the ﬁungarian Reatitu .ion Commisaion
stepped down from the train, After the. greeting extended . by the Minister
of’ Finence,. Dr. Hahn announced, that the Si1ver Train hed .ariived at Budapest’
with -96 tons ‘of silver.. Besides the silver, the train carried* ‘back other
priceless art objecta:. 340 en avings and. drawings. 61 precious .classics of"
- painting'and a collection of ina, Imm find s warm. worda of thanks for ‘the =
: 'American Military Government in Germany, for. Colonel Brey, ‘who” had supervisad
B LE‘I J;{a&sggrﬁa fon and. f J; So\get Genelfal Mowzov. Nyarady expresses

elp ro mﬁ?e g Allied Powers.

-
4

'l‘he Speech of Ambassador Schoenfeld.

After Colonel Brey '3 speech. Schoenfeld pointed ‘out ; the frlendship few
by the United States for Hungary. - Subsequently 8 carriage was opened for '
members of the govermnsnt to inspect the silver bars. ‘ S

‘I'he transport had been very closely guarded by American Consﬂmlary. After '
inspection Colonel Brey turned over the valuablea to the charge of the -
Hungarian Police. L , = .

As far a8 the furbher use. of the silver is concemod* our: correspondent
‘has been informed, .that within a short time the coinage of S—Forint silver-
nieces will be effectuated. .

: Dr. Hahn declared-i The taking ovar. the super\risiom and the transportation
" took. place in the best. of” order. ‘In all we had only one. meaninglesa incidents
near wuerzburg the axle of one of the heavily 1oaded carS' broke and we "had . to
re-load the sgilver into another carriage., We were met. in* tha American and in. the
Russian Zene with greatest polit’nesa. :

" Johenn Kallos.

1
t
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The Silver Train has broug,ht back . also :
the treasure. ofFinem. R

B

The Silver Train arrived on Tueaday night at. a'?.l;o a'c the. East Statiox;..
A Alexander Hahn, who- accmnpanied ‘the-. train, in warm- words has mde "mention o
of the” namaa of the American membera of the &nied control Gomiaaicm. AR

; Tha firat railway carriage was loaded with silver co:l.na. me theae
.will be producad the 5-Forint s:llver-pieoes. ST . T
Besidas of this coinage material the train brought back home 3&0

e&&nngs and 61 pictures belonging to. the. Musoum of F:lne Arta. R
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The ailver deportad to the Weat by the .
Arrovcmsses has. been returned to Budapeat

. The train, vhich arrived in Budapest on 'I‘uesﬁay night, has brought back
the silvor. that had been deported to.the Wost. by. Arrowcroases alongaide with .
_valuable pictures of the Hyngarien Museum of Fine Arts, [The. train arrived
‘coming from the American occupation Zone in Gemany o :

4 From the bonler of the Russian occupation ZQne in Anstria ‘the transfer
was. accompanied by a delegation of soviet Army Officera. . - o

- Wonds of thanke wers addressed by the City Gouncillor Alemnder mhn
for the cooperation at the tranafer of the valuables, besidos to the
Americen Military Officiala, to the representatives ‘of - ‘the Soviet delegation
- of the Allied: Control Commission in Austria: General Mowzow and to the .
. representative of the Soviet delegation of the All:l.ed control Ccmiasian :ln E
. Hungarys MaJor-General Ljevuskin. o , ; .
: ' The train has restored about hoo precious paintings. drawinga and
e'akings and 96 tons of sllver. ’ A
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