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October 25, 1950 

Mr •. Kurt R. Grossman, 

World Jewish Congress, 

1854.Broadway, . 

New York 23, N. Y. 


DearMr., Grossman, 

I was in New York a. short time ago but, just as I 

was preparing to make some calls on people in Ue city, 

including a visit at your office, I received word that 

I was needed in Washington in connection with ~ position . 

with-the 'government that I'ha.dbeenseekillgto'get'~- '-The 


. job is that of Genere.1 Counsel of the War Claims CollUllission. . 
·'Thisappointment" finallycamethrotighaweek ago aDd"tam .' ..... 

scheduled to assume mrduties in Washington on November 1st. 
At the present time I am in the midst of, wiriding up my per­
sonal affairs in the Chicago vicinity., 

. I am, indeed, nattered by your and. Dr.. RObinsonrs 

suggestion that I write an introductio:p to the Jewish Affairs 


.pamphlet. .I will be most hapPY' to do, it. If you will send 
me the manuscript to my Washington address I will attend to· 
the matter at once. I can be reached at: 

War Claims Commission 
T8.~iff Building 
7th &E, N. W • 

.Washington, . D., C. . 

.41th kindest regards and" best wishes 'to all 'my friends' 

in the Congress, and especially to Dr. Robinson, I p 
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27 January 1950' 

Hono~abie Gordon Gray, Sec~etary 

Department of the Army' . 

Waarlington, D~ Q"-:,..' . 


Deard"1r:~ Secretary,' 

lam herewith9hclosing my firiai'r~port as Acting Adviseron.-JewishAffafrs.' 
.In keeping with the practice qf my predecessors I should like. to have· 
delivereg the :repor~ to you per:;;oneJly", However1 J will be'on termiilal. 
leave. in Europe and' in Israe:t unt;il the end. of February ana will not retUrn 
to the Zone qf Inter,iQr ~til the middle of March.' I thought that you would . 
prefer .to have 'my impressions prior to the latter date., 

. " 

The report has peeh cleared with Nr. I"';cCloy· ana with' GeneralKeyeS·~Mr., 
McCloy made noco.mments. General' Iieyes indicat.eR that my :figure of 170.. 000 
on the post-war inflwcof the Jewl.sh· 'refugees (Plige $)" ¥a$ somewhat low.. He 
felt that since appr9ximcitely 150,000 had passod through Austria alone, the 

··.total figure. for Germany .and Austria .. s):191J1.4 ·b~.h.Jg~e:t.' •.. :J1yc.I:!l..9w,.~j;~ons.. are: .:.. ___ ......_. 
. "approxImate'onri'an(f~rebi:sed'on 'eEitimates made by the ,American ,Joint 

...'RJ.~.r.~_Q.1,l:t;i.Q1L-G.QmJR:it.te.~_ .di~.ector:JLin.. Germany.. atid.4u;3:tria , ....Moreover,.it·should...... . 
be pointed uut that most of the Je\~ish DPs who'eventuallyreachedO:ermany 
icame through AU$trhl.· I disGussed tnis eBtiin~to; with General Kej"es' chief. 
of the :OPDivision who ap~are0 to be sa,tlsfied with my expla'Qation~ 

.' . . . 

General Keyes made one ?-(fditions,l comment. In the original draft tl1at.I 
submitted to him Imade~ no referenoe to his concern about the restitution 
situation in Austria and 1;ohi5 d~termination'tp prevent th~ injustice that 
I pointed. out (page~ 4";~ L In ~he draft I am subm~ttipg I corr.ected the : 

. next to the last PQrag;t"fiph on 'page ? to pr,ing it'iil iIne with the Geperal (S:~ 

oorinnents, which I l)ell,e"e~C) be justi+~ed, .', 


ObviOUsly, I will be at your, dispo~alShouldYOuwish to have me call at 

your office whep r return to the st13.tes.,· .' . 


.. REis'pectful1yyoti'rs,,' . 

ABl~ARA~ S. HYMAN 
.. ~1AJO~" . FA. 

Act,ingApviser on Jewish 
"Affidrs 

http:RJ.~.r.~_Q.1,l:t;i.Q1L-G.QmJR:it.te
http:J1yc.I:!l..9w
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SUBJECT:/ ReportoiMajor' A;brahalll S~ .Hyina~,Acting Adv{:ser on . 

.Jewish Affairs ;to theUSColllIl1!;U1ds, Gerrnapy and ,Austria 


, 	 . .. 

'1,'0: 	 Honorable Gordon Gray" Secretary 

Department of the Army 

Washineton~ .D,C', .. 


, , Pursuant· to plan, theOtrice of Adyiser' .on' 'Jewish Affairs was". 
discontinued on 31 December 1949.-, This,·therElfore, will be the last report. 
oftbe Office ,and will cover the period from 15 Oct9ber to 31 December 1949. 

A.Solution of ,D:p Problem 
, • 	 ..' . ',', .', "j" 

. J'rogress' in the sc;>lutioh Or-the DP problem cEitl, be ,lneasurod. only in 

terms of resettlement. A)..thougp the emigration pace set. during 'the first; nine 

and a halfmOtlthS of 1949 ,wa$ pot maint~inedotliing the .balance of the year, 

there continued to be ,::mbstantial resl3ttlement 0t: Jewish DPs from the US Zone,s' 

'ofoccupatio;n between 15 October and 31 December, 1949. 

. " . ... 	 '. 

, •. ' ' During~his peri9do,743 Jewisp pPs were resettled from Germanyanp 

2,095 {rom Austria. Of ttiesel,801 migrated to Israel, 6,297 to the United 

States and' 740 to all other countries. It is est1.matedthatasof .31 December 


.,1949.there,.:were" 27:,500.,JewishDP~,in: theU. S...Zone,. Germany,.and .. 9, 200 ..jrLthei ·· 

U.S. Zone, 	Austria and in: the U.S~Sector ot" Vienna., These 'estitnateson the' 
siCfual-· J ewi-sh·DF ... po~ulation·incluoecapprQximately..12,.OOO.out.,.ot:-clOlmp.J ewish.···.::··- . 

DPsin the U.S~ ZOrie,. Germstlyal'.\-d 3,000 in the U.S ... Zone, At),stria and 'in the 
U.S. sector-of Vienna... The total number of Jewish DPs. resettled froUl the.DP 

. coun-tr:i,es (Germany, 	Austria ~nd Italy) ·'from the ena of hostilities tQ-31 

.December 1949 }las 200,000, .of whom 145,000 migrated to Israel, .46;ObO'~othe 

'United States and 9,000 to oth",r countries. . . 


. The chief obstacle .which hesstood in the V{ayof the tina)..' ;solution 

of the Jewish DP problem has been the. delay in Congressionalactionon:1ihe 

proposed :amendment to the United States DF Act. Migration, to Israel contin~el5. 

However, there are many ,Jewi sh DPs' who hadplann,0c to settle in Israel.who 

hav'e beeu discouraged from going there by reports of the grim oonditionsfacing. 

the new arrival in that coun,try •. v.!hen it is con,sideredthat apprOximately . 

90,000 nowcomo:rs,iricludingwome'n and infants are bivoua~ed fn. tents in Israel' 

arid· that the prospects fo:r;-adequate housing t.o absorb the new immigrants:are ' 

fortlie t1mo'beingra-therbleak; it.is notdifficultto·v.nderstandwhY'people 


.. wb.othemselves .havebeenhomeless for' the past' decade have ruled out. Israel 'as' 
'a present resettlement possibility. These people and those,wh9 had originally; 
resolved to go to the United States and who are ineligible bClc~use they errived 
in the· areas to which the Act is· applicable after the cut-off dateo! . 22 
December,. ,1945, have been waiting for definitive action on the pending . amendment .. 
Now that it i~ morally certain that the. amendment;. will pass the early solution 
of the Jewish DP' problem is assured.. . . . 

B~ Handling of SpeCific Issues. 

.. :1. •. Ruli~gon. the remqval: of:·:pre-fabri¢ated-houses:. _. 

In his report of 1 ~Jovemberl91;.9 .Nr. Greonstein urged a1i,beral 

317876 
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in+..erpretatioJl of the EUCOlvI direotive of 27 July 1949~de~1ing with the removal 
of personal belongings by DPs leaving in gfloup movements. The High . 
Commissi.oner ' s disposition to l.mplement. this direotive in that spirit was. 
reflected in a reoent ruling ~hat DPsmay take with them pre-fab~icated houses, 
provided they meet the requirements of the directive; narLlely, E!r8' able to 
prove that the houses were legally aoquired with funds leg!timatelyacquired. 
This ruling is of par1iic:rula,r value, to the Jewish DPs leaving for Israel.. It 
is anticipated that most of~he DPs 'Who will avail themselves of this decision 
will einplOY funds they acquire under the' General Claims Law to purchaseth~ir. 
houses. 

2~ Abolition of Search.andSeiz~e Operations as Method·of Law 
.Enforcement :. 

On 9 November 1949 a forward step was taken when EUCOMoutlawed,the 
use of search and seizure operations in DP oamps asa law enforcement deVice, 
and substituted for it the normal procedure on search and arrest as st;nctioned 
.bythe 'Anglo-American legal tradition.. The mass r-aids were used chiefly' as a 
weapon against the black market offenders,~ctually, no group of people in 
Germany were ever exempt from the temptations of the black market. Aside from 
.this fact. 'and the fact that the law infractions uncovered in a DP camp in the 
course of a mass search would have been revealed bya similar operation in . 
any German community of comparable size, events have proveutha.t not tn,e employ­
ment of law enforcing agents nor the threat of thei4".use, but the availability' 
of Qonsumers goods on the legitimate man-ket is the onlyeffective antidote. 
,ag~!~frt"the . bla<;k in,~r-ket. •...... 

A project which has been abandop.edandwhich, in my opinion, should 
be revived is the publication in GermaIl of the records o! the: major it'ar Crimes 
Trials conducted at· Nurnberg.. I refer to the Doctors l Justices, Generals, 
Industrialists, DiploIl18tsanc3 SS· cases. Ow attempt to bring Germany within· 

. the democratic orbit will remain nothing· more than a noble experiment unless 
the Ge~an people are first convinced that the losses which they lament, and 
for which they presently hold the Alliesresponsib).e, are the harvest of the 
seeds SC),Io.n and cultivated by the Nazi' regime.. The Germans mey be more readily 
cisposed to repudiate that regime, if it were engraved on theirmmos that even 
before a single shot was fired the architects and.patrOll salnts of· Na-eional 
Socialism had engaged in a conspiracy against civilization and tha~ thecrO\.ln­
ing achievement of the Third. Reich was the systomatic and rluthless extermination 
.of millions of innocent' people, 'German anCl' non..:.German, alike~, While there 'may . 
be general apathy ..towards .. this:. story today, the material in .the. Nurnberg .... 
records of trial must be readily available to such leaders in Germany 'Who are 
resolved to discredit the Nazi tradition and are determined to prepare the.soil 
in whicn. the democratic..way .of life .can . grow in GermanJ' 0 . 

As compared with the amount expended on tIle project before it was 

abandoned, relatively little is necessary to I;fomplete it. I have shared my 

views on this matter with Mr. McCloy who acknowledged the'merit of' tpeproject 

and directed ~hat the matter 'be studied~ 


4 •. Resti:itutioll !,,".(}errnany~ 

It is with satisfaction that I report the determination of the US 

317877 
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High Commissioner to prevent the restitution la'W in effect in the US.Zone, 
,Germany, from being oefeated through interminable oelays iIi the restitution .. 
oourts. In December Mr~ McCloy appointed a court expediter 'Whose sole funct.iO~ 
it 'Will be to folldw the progre~s·of thE! restitution cases through the.legal 
aparatue provioed for their, trial-and rev,1.o'W and to recommendprocedura~. 
changes for speeding up their ultimate di~posit.ion. 

Another development in. the field of restitution in Germany is worth. 
. noting. On 4 November 1949 the FreiDemolq-atische Partei introOuceda rE!solu..;,. 

tiQn in the Bundestag requesting permission of the occupation authorities. to 
substitute a Federal restitution law for the zonal laws and to hold ,all resti-, 
.tutioncases in abeyance, pending the adoption of such a law. J;npresenting,' 
the resolution the party spokesman urgedt.hat it was imperative to- haVE! unifor;... , 
mity throughout Western GermaIlY in the field of restitution. Granted that the 
argument has meritJl 'the obvio\lS answer is that uniformity in internal restitu­
tion has, in a large measure, been, achieved. The restitution laws in effeqt 
in the US Zone, in the British Zone and in the Western Sectors of Berlin are 
virtuaily identical and the French authorities, are at the present time'Workip.g 
on reVisions or their zonal law to bring it in line 'With the othars. IIi vie'W, 
of the history of our Military Government Law 59, it is reasonably certain that. 
the Fre! Demokratische Parte! advanced the resolutiOn in response to popular ' 
demand for a dilu~ed restitution la~. To disabuse those 'Who had been relying 
on the prospects of a watered-down .Federal law, Mr. McCloy announce.d on 19 
December that no material change iilthe US restit~tioh law 'ilaso.contemplated. 

Observations on and Reconnnendations wi t):1 Reference to SpE!cific Issues 
.. ,,'", ••...• <,,, ..•.•~- _.' .... __ ...•. _ ..•. ,.....__ .... _--_ ... - ... ,...... ~.~.""."'.... '"","•.•• ,,,,, .... _.. ,, •.•,,,•..•••... ":,, ... ,.~ ....... ,..• , .• " ... ,..•. "" •.. ,.",... .,' 


The basic legislation on internal restitution in Austria is the 
. Third Restitution Lav. It· provides for the ret\lrI1 of property transferred by 
a persecutee during the period of the Anschluss, except in thosecaseswhera 
the Aryanizer can aff'irmatively sho'W that,thetransaetion would have taken place 
.in the absence ()fNational Socialism. Following the Oatcbel' elections the 
-extreme rightists of the Volkspartei introduced a measure in parliament which 
strikes at the very roots of the ').'h1ro Restitution Law. The proposed amend­
ments would replace the legal presumptiOn of oonfiscation by the rule that 
restitution is Plandatory only in cases where the price was inadequate or where 
the sellor was hot free t() select his purchaser,; woulq require the return of 
the purchase price irrespective of the seller's power of disposition over the 
proceeds of sale; would dispense with the provision that one of the assessors 
in the Restitution Chambers must be'a member of a persecutee class; and would 
permit tile' revtew.ofalladjudicatedca'sesin the 'light of the law· as· amended;; 
The ,Austrian pr,ess ia reputedto.have.thrownits ,fulLweigh.t.behind.the . 
proposed amendments. . 

It is, I believe, fair to. state that theseproposeo amendments .are & .. 

.clear-cut attempt at the emasculation of the Third Restitution Law and that. if 
aoopted, internal restitution in Austria will become a farce •. Granted ,ther~ are 
hardships created by the law nov in force. It is, how(:;ver, relevant to mention 
that, the hardships on the part of the original owners of the property escape 
the notice of those who adVOCate the changes for the reason that most of tqe 
original transferers have either emigrated or are deao; inather cas~, the 
~o~i1l}~9f ,:the .9yil. ...whi,ch, t.he, .. Thlrd RestitutiQn .L,6W .J'/,8.8, .designed" ip par.t, -tQ 
undo. The fundainental :issue is not the hardships of the person }lho'is asked to 
part with prpperty he a,cquired but, rather, how do the equities otqtP~~(P131AOn 


. . v1.u 0 
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compare with those of the per;;on·owho owa.s vi::timlzed, .qr w~ththose .ofhls 
su.rvivors~, It is eleme~taryJustlce that no t:ranst~r ofproper1;y effeo1;ed" 

"under .duress should be pernii tteo to.stend.. , And it is crystal olear that 8'-;'1;he' 
:time the transfers falling 'Within the purview oftha, Tlrirq RE3~ti t.ution Laww~re 
made, there was duress, panic' and terror in the very air 1;.he persecutee 'breathed. 
Transfers made under such pressure,... though l:iuperficially free,cannot .l;>edeemed
to be. voluntary regardless of the adequacy of the consiceration" Thistpin~i,ng 

'l.sinstinct in the restitution laws. in force in WesteTn(lerma~y and in the law 
now in force~n Austria. The adoption Q£the propos~ a:triendments wouJ,CJbe .',' 
tantamount to Austria f e ratification of pat'tofthe m:1.schief ~he Nazis' intro- . 

,Quced into Austria. It would bemostdifflCtilt to reConoile this ratification 
with Austria,' s: qQntentlon that' she herself· va,s' tlle ·y:i.;ct:i,lll or Nazi.~re~Bio:n •. 

. . ' :., .. ,:, . . :,' :' 

General Keyes and l1is staft are keenly aw~e of the restit1.ltiop 
situation in Austria ana will, I~in confident; in H.ne"ri1ihourbas19 masion 
in Austria, do what they can to awaken the C(l~soienoe of the Austriap.- leaqe~$ 
,t~ the implications inherent iiltha 'fildoption of' the pI'QPosed~e1)dmetlts•... ' '. 

It is,of' cOurse, not pOssible tq refer to :i,nternEll. reatitu~on :i.ri 
Austria vithout invi t.ing attention to Aus'tr1,a" s failUre to thl::; ;date to, ~ovide 
for thedisposi:t.lori of heirless and uncidmed FOperty subj.ectto restitution. 

"This property must be made availableror-, the ll~e' of tile victimi;!ot Nat.ional 

Socialism, under the srune fqrmula .s it is diS})9sed 9f in the ~(>nalle.wf!in

Germany.··· . . 

. , 
... 


2,,:, ~ualhation of t'arBurdell.s: 


. . rehate Mf~, Gre(;Sllsteiii IS views that tne'j:iropertY6:f. 'those 'wn(j'W'EH;;e' 
victimized by the Nazis should 'be relieved of the burdens of the ~ua1ization 

··ot']3urcf€mslaw,:prefien~Md-future.'l'hls"'lif p~rticw)'"fly~app:n:c~b;rfj'tO>'~tne-'''-' 
property. pf those who left (}ex-many' and whoha-va not. returned.The~e wople', 
up,derstandably,' are unable ~o reconcile what happened to them,wi"tl1. ~he1r, 

,present liability for· part Qfthelosse~ sustained by those wpo, qiTectlypr 
indirectly, par1f;1cipated in their expropriation and expulsion~;! " " 

Ttl meet the objegtion that the adminis~at.ion of a la", prtlvidingfo~ 
that exemption \iould present insurmountable d1.f'fiotil~1es on the grQUtld t4at 'the 
tenn "peraeout,eestt. isin~apable of exact definItion, the rule migh~pe fidppted 
that property wh~chi~subject to restitutioIlW1oer MilitaryG9.ve~:pt. ~aw 59. 
(and similar la~s in the 9ther zones) shouldli3nj~y that eJ(:emption~::in ~uch·· . 
oases p:i-oot of ~r5eoutee. status of the owne~ Is'a p'-~~essanr ~fere.quisit~':to 
reoovery and . 1s'~n issue which must be forma~:J..Y adjuqicated.,·" " .. , . ..... " 

3 ... ' 'An~i-Semitism; 

'the l.atter-'part 9f Novemberrresic:Jent Heussand challcei,lQrJ .Adenaue:i' 
made elaborat.e statements OA the question ofanti-Semit1sm.- On th~"~v~'()fthe 

·Jewish ~~W ,Y€!ar~i~Septernb~~1949 .they.ll~cl ex~eIldedgreetix}~~t(): ~h~ J~y~ of: 
Germany., However J for a~lpract:$.oal purposeS t their November .st~1iEllllents' '. 
repres9tlted ~e first u~tered on ,the subjeot since the en~ pf 1'.he ':WAr by men 
prominentl in German. politio~l life. The' sta1iements ~ereforth~~~h~alldreprei)"t 
an e:X;Oelle~.t beg.inOl.ng. ..··'1:'he.. P.resident an.Q Gl~~ncellor dep.lor;e.~. the.: ~ 9l"llt~+~tie", . 
of the Wa~u. regime, promised to make rest1tut~on to the victims to the extent ,)' 

tnat rest1tution:1.8 postdble, admitteQ that the Ge~~ns hao1;'e8891+ .~ teE;ll. '",ti 

o()lleotively ·as~amedll for belonging to a people 'Who had l3ubjegted ·the'JEl~8t()~:


. unpreoedented slaughter' (thqugh, rejecting t.hecollcApt 0,:f:"ri<>11e9~lvEl'gUl,:1t'il) "..... '",\( ., 

, . . . " . , .. , ~ 
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and' lnvlte6the Gerin~n_ Jews, td returrtto Gennany to help in i t~ reconstruotlo~l 
aOOto' reint~grate into its economic a,nd eultural 'life. 

, , 

I am reasonably certain that the appeal for the return of the Jews, 

who had migrateo from Germany was genuine.' Yet, assuming that this sentiment 

was sha,rea by Jews ,everywhere, it, is -sate to conjecture t'/lat the appeal will 


'fallon deaf ears... ' The :reason isobvibuB.,c Virtually the only Jews who ·have 

heon ,returning to Germany" and, they, intrlckles, are the aged., They are the 

'people who were unable to make an adjustment ,in the oountryofasyl:umano were 

drawn back to the land lollth which their memorIes are associated, and where they 

feel at home. The Jews who \o1ere forced to flee have, in the main,nurssd B. 

deep resentment ana profoUnd disappointment that tneir friends anol,neighbors 

:\ofereinoifferent to their plight, during the period 'When Hitler succeedecl in 

mobilizing the countryt s sentiments'against them... It would be impossible to 

plumb the depths of their feelings towards those who actively partioipated in, 

their expulsion and in 'the e:l{terminat,ion ofthelr lovee3- ones~, ' Moreover, the 

men of ,ability have' taken root elsewhere and'it is hardly thinkable that they 

would retUrn to resume their, lives 1ri an environment which is still hostlleto, 

.the people of their faith; The per:manent Jewish cotru:nunity in Germany ilS " 
presently in an amorphous stage, yet to be crystallized. At best, 'for the Jews 
:who left GerI!lanythisoountry today represents a ,social vacuum in whb:~hlif€3 
'would have little meaning. . . 

Probably the most significant aspec:t of the'Heuss and,AdenaueZ'" 
:stateinents ia the press reaction to them; In the main, thG press reported the. 

...,.statements'Withoutqcorilm8nt oT'Wi th, 'Comments,which:were lukewarm.·· This would .. 
justify the conclusion that the issue the German 18ape1"s raised is still tabo'o. 

;oI",,1rIhat f s more likely,that ,what ·theYqsaid,represen,ts- their'personalph11osophy 
and not the convictions of the German. people•. Thi8 bears out my personal .. 
experience. In the course of my four and a half YE'.ars tour of· duty in Germany 
I met Germans who had the courage to reject unti-Somitism during the Nazi regime 
and Germans who, today, are outspoken protagonists fora world in which all 
groups, including Jews, can live in s6)cuJ:"fty. At this stage, however,. 1 feel 
tha.t these' people are a pitifully small minority and are hardly a factor in the 
national psychology of the German pe~ple,. . . 

. . .I am in complete agreement with Mr. Greanstein t s observations on 
'anti-Semitism, expressed in his X"eport6t I .November 1949, and 'Would merely . 
lDlderscore theneeg f()r our own understanding ,that'active anti-Semitism is not 
only a symptom of moral rot but is a sure sign that the ~therevlls of the 
Nazi regimestll1 perl;list in Germany. At a conference in Heidelberg, convened 
on 31 July 1949 to discuss the future Qf German Jewry,Mr. McCloy stated that 
Ge:rmanyt 8 'tr'eatnient of its Je'Ws will bea barometer of its regenerat:ion as '8 . 

.democratic force. I believe that this view is'unassailable.In our .approach 
to the German people we sho.u1dstress the fact that it is at' loastas ,much 
if not morG, in their own interest aait is in thd interest of the Jewish people 
that they ,forsake their anti-Semitism. 

C.. S'l.llllmary 

Tho wolfare of the Jewish, DPs in Germany and Austria w8sthe p:dmary 
concern of the Adviser's Office during the four years of its existence.. Having' 
been associated with that office for the past,threo <.:.nd a htllf years J I was. :i,n 
the position to observe the Jewish DP prob18mdevelop inth0variouSstages· 
through which it passed. 

,....'1 t-'1Q 00j oA.' • U 0' 
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When the war ended it was found that only about 30,000 Jews had 
survived the concentration camps in Germany-and Austria. The repatriation or 
resettlement of these would have been no major task. The real Jewish'DP 
probiem was created by'the post-war influx of, apPI"O:klm6tely 170,000 Jews from 

'Poland, Rumania,. Hungary, and Czechoslovakia" who fled either because of 
pogroms,. because of fear of physical Violence, because of t~eir rejection of 
Communiein as a way of life, and, to use their own words, because they could not 
live in the tlgraveyards tl of their families and friends. It is an ironic twist 
othistory that these people,runningswsy from actual'or wtentialpersecu­
tion, should have come to the very country which unloosed the forces that, led 
up to their plight. Inherent lnthis situation, h)wever, was the greatest, 
tribute to the Anieri-can people. The refugees did not come to Germany; they 
came to receive the protection of the armed forces of the 'country Iniwhich,th~y 
instinctively had aconsumate faith. Their instincts servedthemwell,for in 
the us Zones of occupation they received the care and trea1iment, that,en,abled 
them not only to regain their health but restored in them a positive faith in 
themselves and in their own future .. 

'to me it was constant source of amazement that men trained to fight 
could, when cataPulted into positions requiring okills totally 'unrelated to 
their 'previQUs experiences, sho,", the ,social vision they displayed in the hand­
ling of the many complex problems the JewishDPs presented. sometimes it 
appeared to the men on the operationallevolthat the ' DPs were too great a 
burden and that they interfered with functioQs which they regarded ,more germane 
to the Army' B mission in GermailY and Austria~However, the men responsible for 
shaping and impl~menting American policy in Germany and Austria, Generals 

'" "Eisellhowsr,KcNarney, Clay, "Huebner, 'Clark ahdK&yes" and Nr~ 'Iv'fcCloy, 'ahd their' 
immediate staffs, generated a, spirit throUg~thei.r comman(ls in the presence of 

, 'whicl'f'the'impatieifcewith"tht3'Dps'was"CJIssfpated. ' n;" Is" tC)"'the,everlastilig" -, 
credit of these men that they recognized that the Jawishsegmentof the 
general DPpopulation had been Hitler's chief,victims and gave these people 
preferential" treatment when and so ,long as justice warranted it. 

During the past three and a half years our office made many re­
commendations onbahalf of the Jewish DPs, Almost with no exception, every 
request which could, wIt;',in the fr81'lewor:k of our occupation policy, be met, 
was readily met. Aided byUNHRA, the IRO and Py the Jewish voluntary agenCies, 
notably the American Joint Distribution Committee alld the, Je,",i~h Agency for 
Palestine, the Army pursued a course wh1ch led to the rehabilitation of several 
hundred thousand, lives who had all but lost faith in humanIty. In so doing 

, the US Army in Germany and Austria, in my opinion, raised its own stature as an 
instrument of a living democracy. 

Equally deserving ofpraiae are the Jewish DPs themselves.v.hat 
happened to these people collectively has, to my;knowledge, noi:>arallei in the 
history of civilized men. All of them were uprooted from theirhomee,many 
were the sole, survivors of their immediate families, and nearly all will, as 
langes they live, bt:1,tortured 'by the gnawing mer.lories,of chiidren, 'wives', .. 
husbands, parents and oth8r kin breathing their last before a Nazi firing 
squad or expiring in aaealed freight car, in a gas cnamber, in a .crematoriUJn; 
or in a living grave" In the light of these shattering losses, wl).ich were ., 
sufficient to unbalance the most sturdy, their record in Germany and Austria, 
espeCially for the resilience they displayed, for the self-restrAint they 
exercised~ anofor the will to live they demonstrated, 'deserves a special
pIece· of honor in 1;hestoryo'f ni.'arikiriC ~ . 

~1~QQl
t.J .... vv 
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HEADQUARTERS 
EUROPEAN COMMAND 

Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs' 
APO 403, U. S. Army 

2 December 1'949 

Dear Mr. GrOssmann:} 

. . Thank you kindly' fo'r your letter of 9 November and 

the inclosUres, dealing with the emigrat~on of JewS to Australia. 


Apparently the Jews on the spot feel that the Au­

stralian irilinigration pOlicy has no anti-Semitic implications. 

Pefthapsthey are the best judge of this matter. I may be iri ­

'clihed' to a defeatist view, but with Israel present'ing a real 

alternative .for the Jews who want to quit the Euroj;ean conti. ­

neht, I am very much tempted to follow.a simple formula about 

emigration, to other countries; namely, any country which does 

not want Jews .does not deserve them~' 


. -c' ...The.next time I .. have occasion-·tospeakwith-the· .-. 
local "experts" on the subject Of emigration to Australia I will 

--show-them..-your-letter·-and-will·share-with~·you-·their·..reactions;;-·-----·-··........ 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr'. Kurt Grossmann 
World Jewish Congress 

!1Y.MAN 
Major' . FA 

Acting AdviSer h' 

oriJevlish Affairs 

1834 Broadway 
New York 23, N.Y. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

EUROPEAN -COMMAND 


Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs 

APO· 403, U. S. Army 


2 December 1949 

Dear· Mr. GroSSmarin: 

Since receIvIng your l~tter' of 4 No'vember I have had . 
a number of talks with the feoplehere working in Germany on 
emigration and am' now convinced that no real problem is pre-· 
sented with respect to the disqualification of people belonging 
to certain Zionist organizations. 'On close questioniilg I find 
that ferhaps iil one or twoinst ances have men been declared 
ineligible where the suspicion has existed that the disquali~ 
fying factor is membership iri a so~called left wing Zionist 
organization. '. Actually,' this membership may have been orily a 
clue to other. affiliations • Iri any event,. there is now a 
fairly unanimolls feeling that no issue ~hould, be made of this 

.. _~~~~~~__~1!:~1~~ ..~!1.~_~Y.~~r.._l<:~e.pirigIllEl,"~fg~~d__"-~_t.h i..I? ... .... . 
problem. Also mw~ thanks for your good wis~es on ~y recent 

..app()i.!lt.rnEl!lt.~_. ..... .~. . 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. Kurt Grossmann 
\qorid JewiSh Congress
1834 Broadway 
.:NeV!. Xorlt 2), .... N!'I,. 

ABRAH .. • HYMAN 
:M'aj or FA 

.. Acting AdviSer 
on Jewish Affairs 

-317384­
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DA:EI. 11/1/1949 


F,AllaY ~'l_rSTEIN, Adviser on ,Jew. Af'fairaFROM: 

TO: 

Campa, folder Reports .Tew. Advisers 

233-1*/~500-EM:t1i 
ADM,..z.046 
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HEADOUARTERS 

EUROPEAN COMMAND 


Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs 

APO 403, U. S. Army 


10 November 1949 

Dear Mr. Grossmann: 

atbsequent to my last comIIllnication with you relative to' the dis­
crimination against members of left wing Zionist organizations, I 
discussed the problem with any number of people engaged in various 
aspects of' the US Displaced Persons i!llIoigration.ll.find that tilS 
ai tuation was blown up to the proportions t~at do not square with 

.the actual facts. 	 . 

Apparently, Mr. Ortner of the HIAS felt that in a few cases people 
. sp9ns.ored. by· the.... HIAS were...being rejected.because.of, their affi.liation 
with certain Zionist parties. My subsequent investigation leads 

, .. 	 meto.·.. believe,.that.there isno.suchpoUcy..being.pursued.. by:the ..DP 
Commission. The individuals involved lookiIlg for an,' explanation 
f'or their rejection may have hit upon the disclosure' of their member­
ship in th3se organizations as the reason and:Mr. Ortner, in his . 
zeal~ may have generalized from these few specific ins tances. 

IV.lv present estimat.ed situation is that the entire problem does not 

in~it any further investigation or future .. interventionCln.your· 

bahaif'•. I think that the Con~ess representation~ to the State 

Department, which you describe in your J.etter of ~tober 28th, 

will serve as a preventative in the event that such discr:imination 

is contemplated. 


With best wishes. I am 

Sincerely yours, 

A.BRA:HAM s •. 
Major FA 

Acting Adviser 
on Jewish Affairs 

!SH/rs 

Mr. Kurt H. Grossmann 

c!<yWorld J'eWiah C6rifi;re ss 


1834 Broadw~, New York City 
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I L (tL.l.J( (' .To: Mr. ~il1 Maslow 
. From! Robert. S.ltarotis· ''i}'J ) 

CC.lr. PoU~~.· Mr. P.,¥iaUm 

I q~ve a eGW ofa eolJlllilm1ca:t:t'l'n ofSePtem~ ·30th·.addre$sed~· .~ .•.~ .. 
.Yf)~r.Washinit€m·l"e~8en.tiaUveconeernilig:.,theeXol.uSion '~~'. me$)er8~.t·· 

~lzt:~~,-~~.!~~~~,~=~~~~ 
.~~ce _,hadar~ed wA'tlillr.·· B4\Ui of 10jij0d~~eat tohaft~.· . 

w;rQ .dez.t")~C.lon int.~s -t~~tI .... . . 


~'1ta~Mlt:rj~."'···

thOrttlii hitheSUlte' ~.t\D~thatu'it· . '., let Usflhtal~'·· 

;~~~:;:~;n;•.;;uOD .. 

.Afil~.r~ 1em.ehltta1!".. . . ...... . 

' ...~. '~'- .. ".,..,.,.." :,' ~ , .... _....:.,,,.................. "........ ..:.:." 


._~_.~4 ~_. ~. ~ ~ ~.__ ___ __.__ __________________ ______ ________ _______.____________. ___________.* _ __________ • _* _________________ ____~ 
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=m:ilTJ:AND 
otfi.oe ot the 'Adv;J.aer on 

. . .r~?4eh Alture 
'!PO 40" u.s 'Army 

, ­

Sept8mber,jb~ 1949 . 

Dear Dr.BOb1naonJ 

"WitbtDt.he past .~"&nA ••8 we 'loame4"tbBl;trtlle"~f'c.••8.OQ'i 
••ull~,.: on t.I~~.:hOlI.,aSlJlnltont "'s' tumPlI.~~,'ti~·· ~gh­uo. ·to'·theStateSaPPU.&nt8.·w1l&.4~'llemeerIJO!. .some of t~:,,~led' 
lart $1. 'Z1oa1.t.p~~-s.', ~;~caipeOpl. "'hOrave\lstt.i8;:'1n:t~~~,on" 
wenUaab:te'~ a.cQr~tlPeo1fj;caJ.l7~hjt.parUe. were in#lYed~~·:l. ,'. 
1s Ottr ~ll:e()UVe Pe.s'~t~l,a1-.the s....*an Zair an.! )~~a&.':"I1.'h, ',' 
.~..e., ~fJft'·,a~.a an,t·lden~~~~1.th .~.•8p~ .112 ,ls'r-ati,,: +t,'~:~';:!~~.4 ' 
<~:t t~"']jlct.t~,:·p.rty .1ln~tJMdare rogflli"dedas tmde8ira:blcrtor 
"iUBrN.ti08 to the us. ' " .' 

\IJct.~ve, DOt been ~b~ .t tb1setageto QUtilDate1ilhatotte,ct. tb1e, 
".. ~~a~l _~OB US~e.~1.,~1'; .,we!:!I1',1~i$ fJ~t. ~8GI_.! that ',\ 

lrb11elt.'IIrUlhv\ flIOm~p..plt;: ,t.h8 ,t,ot.AVAtteotad; ~"the atan4p0in.t 
".~t-ijUitie";:'~lr''6i-iiii_l)j~if;41~';d'-'',~~y'-'-''''-- ... ·...._____'_.. , •• .>­H •• h ­

-·····--··:~~}%~~~;ftf~£i~·~.!=i;~e:~'-~--;~~~;-----~ 

ott.)lt~; ." .'''''' ctiDs~tlle "tlu.",tr 00.t1'7' ot~,e",'ian~,yat~~#t,,\ 
lSn.~:_t1~l ~Oeit:Ui:that. tbe 1""e,,; .. ,' "hil;)h,y.;tu i-eter ha$l)G."~$e(}:,,,':li\. ' '. 
'.•l'~~'~'~~:I,#~~:;;!7: t,():gGt~r~. :~~Mj,C. ill~9~M;~'ct. tQ~)nU!A~*.:Iii~O"
have ''bien\'d1,8~1,1~:~..·~·,th!$: ~~,t!.,':an.d dU,paes.the .·:tflC~8:'tf),;you~·: ' , 

, '<'. . ,~,.ot ".\liJ·lntMloeal ,sceneif .llocctnsido~'th18 :'~bl@,'~~' ," 
~~~,:~~:i.bt:fI.'''a"S 4.~t\~r~~t .Co~UQ~t .~,Ji~t~8tibT.T 'd1~pt\~", '" ' 
t:.o~~:".tM ilP ~8dOD. ",'!'hi I&ueattoa la.e'that W3: f..,lt ~l,ha_ to ' .eti~lt~~:;a1rec\1y ~t1i;·t~8ta~J·'~r~~tl?7;.tbepOUtl~pa~t1.& '~~ " 

, _ you have ,gq oth,er t~\lghta on tb1 fi issue' 
.. ,; 

Sincere.ly, 

(a~g€i):Ab~ S~ '!Jyinitn 

AbMbaS.. ,~
Major J.(le
Asslit.,.t to t~, 

AdViser oa If.t~i:eh Altdora, 

/ ..... 

> 

http:Sincere.ly
http:t:.o~~:".tM
http:an,t�lden~~~~1.th
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January 	30, 1950 

, .. " ~. f'TO: 	 American Jewish Committeo , 

American Joint Distribution Committee 

Jewish Agency for Palestine 

World Jewish Congress 


. :~" .. ~ . : " 

In his 1'i%18i report of:.N:o'lem~:J., 1949~. Gt~:n.~~:i,n gaV'$ jOu.e 

.~$Um~:9t.:,the' develo~lltsin the~~:~~~a of occu}.)stion. cJ~in~rtheperiod 

he served as AdviSer-OIt JewisbAttatlrs.H;is to,1,J,rof. dUtyen~~a OQ October is, 
\,. 	 .~ . 
. .' 	 : . 

1949,,,,, In thisrepo~~ J.will ino:tCa''t!:e,t.he deVel1)~t!~ 'between October is and 
~ 	 " "', 

" " , " ~:.. ,:' .', :.~: . ": ')\:", 	 ' ' 

U3centbe~ ,~,' 1949 (tl.:\e oa.te our Office' f'orl!iall.y closed) and give, yOU niT 
, ' 

estimate oftne pressJit' sitU~tibh 'hl'Germany and' Au:3trlti • 
".' ;, 	

. ' 

:t ~:ha:U 	ts.ke~p the matter tn the following oi-der; 
. .~ . , ~ i- " .. \ .; :' ," 	 "",'" .~ .. 

I.. 	 Developments in Germenyana Austri'~ between October 15 ~ Dece~ber '1)1949~ 
. ':.: ": 

a... ResE1ttlemeni 

.b:". Infll~ation .. , .'1 ,; ". '; .,. ," 


c. 	 Removal of P.re...tabric~ted Houses' 
d. ~ 	 ~gls'latii().r;t· ,Affecting DFIJ ..-: . '. , ' 

a. .Rest;i.tut;iOn ... Germany 

f t> Rest1tu:ti~ .... AUf3tria ..... 

g .Eq\lal:1zf:ltio~:,ofWatB~en.e . 

h. 	 Agena~er~'H,~ss tl'iter.v1~WiJ·.·, 
i. 	 Publication.:o£:Jl~cord.s()t Triau. of Majo:r:' tlUrnb~rg ~ra:t crimes CasesJ 
j. 	 Completion of :ralmud 
k. 	 OberammergaU:P~!i3aienPlay . : ._ 
It> 	 DeVelopments.. on Coordinating Co~ttee t:roposed at Heidelberg 

COnference 'Q.f- ,1uly;31, :1..949 y.; .... 
..-. 

,.,' 	 . 
II~ Estimate o;fPrea9l},t'.Situat10nin ~r.meilY' atl" Austria 

, 	 . .' '." .. 
a •. 	DPPopu,latiOIi. as ot Decem~r:3l:,.l949 
b. Conunants on P~~ent Ger~ Jewish communities 
Cit. Comments on·P~anent Austrian. Jewish communities 
d ll ObseFwitions on" the Ultimate 'Solution of the DP Pi"oblem 

.:", . ' :' . : ' " ~ 

III. Creation of Coordinating Greup for ~he US Zone, Germany 
. ~ .. 

I . 

IV. AppreCiations 
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I.' 	DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA BETWEEN OCTOBER 15 AND 
DEC.EMBER 31, 1949. '; ; 

a~ Resettlement 

The figures below inoicate the resettlement of the Jewish DPs from 

Cermany and Austria,· between Oc'tOber'l5 and Dacember .31, 1949;, 

Destination' ';~8i'mani Ausj;rla .Grand Total 

Israel' 1763 10.38 1801. 
USA 5730 567 6297 
Other countries ~.' . .1t2Q "; ...'1Ji2. 
Total f;fJJ;l .~ ~ 

b, 	 Igfiltration from East EuroEean Countries 

During the last quarter of 1949 there, was still. substantial inflltra­
., ~ ~ 

tion frOm the countries within the Russian orbit~ A total of 1980 reached the 

US sector of Vienna during this period~ The following are the figures on 
: " 

infiltration from the eastern countries for the; entire year 1949, as reflected 
',,-. " 

in 	the registretions at the AJDC sponsored Rothschild Rospital in Vienna:. 

January ., ... ' 724' 

February ,747 

March­ 1,229 

April 2,813; 

May 2,,112 

June 1,011' 


' ..... July " 548 
August 1,747 
September 496 
Ootober " 564 
November, 773 

December '.. ~..!diI.'.' 


Approximately one-half of those who entered during the last three months 

came from Eungury and the remainder from Czechoslovakia, Roumania and Polano, 

with the preponoerantnumber from Czechoslovakia. The invalidation of all 

Czechoslovakian passports on November 30, 1949, will more than likely result 

in even increased infiltration from th&t country~ This is anticipated notwith­

standing the fact thElt legal migration from Czechoslovakia to Israel is still 

possible. 317906 
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The reasons the net-lcomersassi-gn for breaking out. of. tqeir countries are 

those wh:ich ha·va previously been indicated in'..thereports of o:ur office. To 

·.·recapitulate,they are:{l)the inabilit,y;to adjust :tc> CoullIunism; ,(2).. tile desire 

to overcome the ban on legal, IJligratiQn "W·' Isrf\el, as in .the osse ,of Hungary; 

(:3) the mistaken belief' that regardless ;0£ th$ir. late dat$.. of. arr~val, they 
, '.. • ••• •• , _.. o· • o. < .. ' • ,,0 .'. ,~. ,.., 

will be able to get tQ,the':United·St~te.s under the DP Act, with relative esse; 

,•.(4) the teelfngthat fnevltablyt}le curta1.D. 'Will be rung down on them. and 

they wfllfindthemselYefJ perm.anentlycut off .from the rest. or J~wry, 
..... 

In Austria the inf'iltN,e.s have. to.this date pose4 no speCial problem. The 

... . basic ra~lon; tor theretugees. in.· the: Vl.ennaipstallEitions .. (Ro~hschild, 

Artzberger and theAJOOResettlement,Home). ia.supp:U.ed by the Austrian Govern­

ment.. , ThoS6 who,.tor eundry.reasolis, .mustgo :into the camps in the Zone, are 
'. 

inaint&ined"by the ,AJDC~ As of December 31;.1949, the AJDCwas providing full 

maintenance.toronlylOO oftha newcomers, 

_'It is estimated·that approximately 500 of the· intil treeeha,veentered the 

US Zone, .Germany,ancLa!EI dispersed among thecwnps.in. the Zone. Being. '. . 

,.inelig~ble farIRCear.a, 'they.a1"6 d~pendentupon the camp genel'osity tor their 

maintenance. Within the past tew months their situation has det~riorated 
. . 

becau~e the camp administrations no longer have toe exOess :MltiQns they had 
• • 0 • \ • 

. wher,t. :the : camps were larger and when. the popu.1ationwas lDOre, fluid. >Aa ·a result 

()f. this deve10pment. :theljle newcomers have.' been pressing ,torgreate:r 'asf;~stance 

from the AJOO. 

·c.. !!emovalol Pre.tabricated·, Houaes : .' 
<'," 

On the eve of Mr: G~enstein j s 'departure from Germany our office was 
" \ ' ....'; 

informed ot the decision reached by the"nighC~mmissionerrs'Legal Adviser, 

authorizing DPs leaving Germany in group movements to take with them pre-fabri­

. cated houses as the'frpersonal bagga~e. This int~rpretation of the regulations 
~: ' 

was urged by our office. Until the opinion was rendered it was generally 
,:; . 

(ever) 

http:thecwnps.in
http:ia.supp:U.ed


-4­

believed that DPs could remove such property only pursuant to special license. 

Although no oneW date has ttikenadvantage of this ruling, we are informed 

thai plans are takirigshape for the removal :ofabout 500 housing unite to 

.• t"Israel, with furids seeured 'from restitution. 

d. ,,' DeWlopments in ~gislation AftgctingDPs .. 


(l}A'bolitionof mass raids. 


In. vis'w of thareduced number ot',Je'Wlsh DP. camps irl the US' Zone, 

Germany, and the cassation. of "bus1n$ss" vent~es agalilstwB:ichraic1s were 

generally direoted, the problem of' liasS raids'has'bee~me Biia~adem1c iSSue,. 

Howver, it is 6tlnterE3stto mention,:that on November Bi,1949, a EUCOM direc­

tive went into street which abolished essraids in DP ;camps and, substituted 

normal procedure on search. and 'arrest, as sanctioned by-the Anglo-American 

legaltradi'tion." This dlrect~ve culminates )f years of' intermittent dis... 

cussions with the Irdiitery authorities in vhich our office consistently main­

,tained that mass raids are ineffective asa lawenfoi"cement tecm:ique and, to 

the extent that theyare'predieat&d on'mass responsibility for ul'llawfu.l ~onduct 

"of one or several persa-ns,' are incoJilsistent with our concept of justice.' The 

raids werauseo chiefly as a ~eap0n .against black market otfender,swho, pre­

sumably, used the DP camps as bases of operetion~ Ex~,rience has proven what 

our oft1ce repeatedly urged; namely,' that not poliee maasuresbut the avail ­

ability ofcobsumers goods ontha legitimate market is the only antidote against 

the blaak market. 

,(2) 	 Proposed grant bfllitdtiild criminal jurisdiction 

over DPs, to German courts 


In will be recalled that in the Occupation Statute the occupation 


authorities reserved control over the military forces and over displaced per­. 	 ' , 

sons. On November 18, 1949, the three High Commissioners adopted Allied High 

Commission Law 13, antitIed IIJOO1cial Powers in the Reserved F1elds. It The 

Inw provides, among other things, that except, as expressly authorized by each 
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High Commissioner ill his Zone J German courts will not exercise 'criminal 

jurisoiati9n o;ver the ooeupation forces ana'~over High~Comiidsstoner. personnel,!, 

On the: strength of t.his law 'the US HighComndssioner has proposed a 

, iav'ehtltled "Judlci'aIPowersiir'the"Reserved, Fields and Relief' f'rom,Unlavf'ul 

Restraint.n: It ~opted I thl~ law wOuld extEindthe artm1D:al jurisolction' of' 

derinail' coUrts' in' the us Zo;oeto' inaIUde 81lied, natIonals (excli.18i:ve' ot, 

occupatibn forces· tUld ;Hlgh,Comritlssioner personnel t and' oVer displaeedpersons, 

'tor' ofrellses' piinistlabie 'by·' a: m.a~Hmum' of 150 Deutschemarlts or six 'Weeks I con~ 

>rinement. The prOpOsedmeaS\ire'oarries theproViso that even in this limited 

jurisoictionalsphere, the allied national ordisplacedpersoh may, by filing 

'a timely PetitiOD,remOVe hIe case to: one of the US Dis~icts 'courts f'or 


Gerf:llanr. 'There is every' reason to' beH.eve. that,' t,his' regUl~tion wU I ~1,Iit.h 


minor mOdiriaatlons~ ultimately be adopted~ " . ", 


oUr ,office abstained.'rrome:xpressing bu,r:vlewson this'issue i'or a 

number of reasons. 'bn~, we felt that we could not ask. for .more' favorable t.re~t.• 

"lhe'nt' for dlaplaced'persoristhali 'the iUgh' Commissioner was' prepared, to' "extend 

to non-occupation ~,;J.l1ed nationals (US, Frencti, and English. DatIonals doing , 
. '.' 

business or Vlsitingthe Zone); tWO, there ha~ alwayS been ref!peotable~pinion 

to the'etfeet' that Jewish DPs eo~ldrare a$w91l in German ccu.rts as :in;. the 

. 'Anleri~an ti1.burials;'thre~, we did not regard t.he questioil~ as ..oruolal sinoe 'We 
, . 

, thoUght t.he'right of 'election ~as adequ~te, tb proteot the DP'who'; preferred to; , 

be jUd:ge4 by 'an Amerioan c'oUrt; and foul-" ve, believeq that it was imp"rtant fo~ 

"the'DPs'who ~i:-e"stil1 here' to reaiize:th~t fr they remain' in Germany the; mUf't, 

inevitably iose their 'extraterritorial rIghts 'and be amenabletottle lo~allaws 

on parity with the, general ~German popul'~tl0n. Their' present insularity tends 

to Perpetuate among the Jewish DPs the 'belie~ ~at tht3ywill always be regarded 

:as a special pr:!vllegedcla's's ' and. 'In this respectl hass bearfng on· their 


'Ultimate decision with respect to resettlement .. ' 

l"" .317909 
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e.. RestitweiO!· -GerHPl 

(l)Req~est tor repeal Qf$onallaws.• 

It WI1.S 1nev4:t;,~. t.lwl' ,"our or.latetthe .(iOl'mut hqstllityto the 

~onal rest:t tuticm l.&YIswould Game to.\he· suJ'teee. .The first ser10w siga 01. ,.' .. . ,. 

this. bGsti11 ty appea)"ed: on, No~mbn4J 1949,; WMl'1 \lle-Frela Delflol!r,s't18ohe 

·,Parte! iat~u'Oed&. r\tlJQlutlgn ia ~. l1W1destag (Far,Ua'Di:tn~) ~1.\U$s-.~ PJl'.~ 

mission et the oe6Upet1,"~ authQr!t.!" to 8ubst1tut~ a Federal rellrlthttOft law 

re'1' t.he IIQMl law8.l'lo \8.h~. all r.e~itu.~~ easEts 11\ abeyaRCe .. pttn<J1ng th& 

,In pJ:'&Nat1.ng t.he re,s.el~tiOll tAS pert1sp'ekeB~ Uf,gs. ~hat it, was, 

" 'im,erat.lve to haYe t.1p.itomi~ythr(i)tt~:B&Ut ~s'~rn OenU:lliY ~' the t1eld.of 
. . 

restlty,t1otl., Actully, \mlf'~rm;"t1.has, 111'.8 .l~p ~ea~., alr!ill8dJ' baen 

. ~ea'ieV'fbCl. 'D.8~$$\it1:l'tien l,aws ill. ettect in the US Zmne., .$a tl9.. Britoi. Zone 

ana iR the ..We.a'l'\\ent Metal'S 0-1 Berlin are 1firt~a.lly: issnt!.a1, an,lf the ;'reach. '.' . ..... ....,. ' . . 

authQr1tieil aN ~ep.1it..ed "ebe· ~:rldng .on r~vieiQllS or thQir zen.all~n/.to In"jng 

.it in. liR9 with __he ethers. ..' 

, , The reSGlllti_, ,revet! :to '&eop:iy Ell trial balloEm a.tt8 waa, 1l:ot pre sen ted 

'qB thafleor fereebete,;Nowever. wfelt taat wEj) cto1;\lcBa~t ~por.,th.is 

ma.nnver.; first, HCaJijl& ,to Closo ¥eulci ~l!I.e0l:l7a.ge Gther ".:rtJ.es,te .e~olid& te 

, theil" str~ngth in a drive t8 eiilute the restlt\lt$.on levIS (whic:A 'is the real 

,m0tive fer the rel1l.uestes ehanee); aM, 5ee~nt!J, it was representeli. to us t,hat 

the eXPl.eetations en the part ot J)otentlal rilistitut"1"8,.~ t a "'~t~r91S-oown Is.w 

might pus 'Was hlil.viRW; iii damp>ening effe9t (In the amiealille e.ettlement of·, 

r.estitutiQn chiims •. ' 

I presented,the.ffili.tter to Mr. McCloy wher'eadily agreed that the 

situation called for a declaration of policy, QIf his part. On. Decembe~ 19 

he announced thrQugh the press,tpat no material ehsnges in the, resti tution law 

were contemplated. 
31 ~~. 91 0 
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(2) . Administrativech8:ngea in' r'9stl tution.·' 

To replace the' Boar" dfRerl~ vhlch:had been 'established ssthe court 

of l~~t~e~o~t '~cler the' test.iWti6b is,,; 'am wtCh was recentlY' abolished, 
" 

s' restit~tiOnPanet'ha~ :oean '~at up in,·tbeUSZona•. The panel ctnlsists' of 

'one'member'otthe present Unlted States·CoUrtotAppee.1s 'tor Ge:t'manyarld one 

former : member ot' tMaiSant~dt Revi~w.' I "am reliably hlormed' that·thegeneral 

attitudes ~t th~~e I!16n" toward~ ,'th~ ptobieDl. ot'rsstltutionare' veryihealthy" 

.... In lin~ with hi~ deteriii1riatlon to Fevantthe restit,utioft'iawf'rom 

. bogging down because ot delays in litigation~Mr~f.tccio7 appoiritedin'December 

a court expeiJit~r as' a me$ber of"his legal staf'f',whOse' ~le £'unction it will 

"'be to' f~il~wihe pr.!,gres·s of"rest1t\ltion cases ttrroUgh the &Ow-t's'and 'to make 

"j' 

'. (1) "Proposed ·ame:ridment· ot the Thiro·Restitut1on Law 

In Austria the restitution picture bas worsened•. There:liad been 

mounting c;pposi ttonto Austrf~ t s'ba:s10; rest.! ttition 'l~w (the Third) ,and it was 

~. foregone colicluslontha:ta rlotary-fer the, extreme: right wirif iil:the: October­

eleotionawoulCt be followed byParli'amenta~i actiori to weaken..·the-·la\i in favor 
, '., 

• • • > 

or~e pre~ent hold~rB ot ~~nize'd ·prope~ty.The· v1ctoriOus'rieo::NaZl 

Independent p~ty ':apparentlyconsidered it 'politicrsllytnexped1ent! totakEl 

the initiative in t'M:~ tield. 'HOw8Ver,thertght wing :Rboystr'of"ille Volks­

partei Tost no time to prOpose '8zlUtiiher of 'amendments which strike at the 

.. very roots 'otthe Austrian ~estitutltm '·lav.. ., . 

In' esse~'ce,' 'the'ls~ as itst'ands:t~"ay prov1des'for the return of 

:p'roperty trallsterred by a"persec~tee' durirlgthe peri'od or the" Ans'chluas, . 

except in tho'sec~ses ~h'~'re 'the Artanlzer :oa~' aftirmatively sho~thatthe 
".' 

tr~'nsactiori w()~la 'havet6ken 'pfa6e iD.t~; abs'~nce of National Socialism. The 

proposed amendme~ts would replace the legal~esIDnption of confiscation by the 

3 1 1"" g,. 11 
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rule"that restitution~smandat0:r'Y only incasos where the price was inadequate 

,or where the seller was not fr.ee to :select his purchaser; would require the 

return oftha, purch,ase,~iQ~ irrespecti:Ve ot,~he seller1spower of di~position 
, . " . .' ," ' , ' ", . 

, 
, over, ~he proceeds of ,the,: sale; w01fld d,ispemte with the provision ,that one o£ 

:the asSe,eSDI'S in .the,.Restitutj,onGhembers mustbeamemb~r of a persecutee 

'classJ and would .permitthe review o,f all adjtWicatedc6ses in the light of the 
• , '-. 1 .~, ' ' , ' , - ',. •••• .' 

. . .:l~w.a~. amended ".. Exp,erts who work..5,.ri the f~eldof restitt4t.ion !.nAltst.ria 

.maintain th,atthe e.dopt1.on of these am.endme~ts would.be tantamount to a repeal 

q~ the, Third Restituti~nLe.w• 

. . . :In the meantime ,the Austrian pret;s ~as, thrown its full, weight behind 
,': .' .. - . ." 

the propo.s~ amendments., The.ef,fect, of t,he 'mere ~nt,roduc~on.of th~ meaSure 

has alr-eady been fe?-t.by those who have re~~quired their property. , They com­

pla.in that they find it difficult to resell it becliluse. of the existing threat 
, ~ ,I, ..• :.,:' '" . i 

tha.t ~itle of,the prope~ty may, if the amendments are adopted, revert to .the 

," former owners • • , ..•. . -"._1 .. -, '. : 

"In cOl1nectionwi,th this subjectit.shouldpenoted that if the Aus'tr1.an 
" '. : -. I": . ..' . 

parliament passes: thes~ amendm~p.ts they \ofnlbe.c~me. lavUl}less. th~~ccupying 
" ,.: ."':' ,'." - " ;,' . 

·po\lers unanimousl;y; disapprovethem\ThfiJiJllRli~~tions of. this are clear. Every 

effor,:t. must be made. thl;it US Element ,in Aus~ria exert its influence to have these 
'. , " . ,;" , " " .. , .' 

.;a~endments \lithdra\lIl,.;Ttl~re.i:seyeryr.I9~~on to ..belleve .tha~ if ,they: are put to 

,a '1otethey }Jill be ad~pted andu1.tilIlately ratified ..... 

(2) .DiS~l;Iitionof heirless property. 

No progress has beer: ,m.ade in. the creatio~ of an heirless property f'liild •. 

The most recentll:w:rinkle" Qf.the Austrian .Buthori:ties . .seems to be thateince 

the proposed treaty with Austria. deals.withthis.subject theY' are .Q2!!!Eelled 

. itO, \l~ t until the treaty is adopted., Their :so-calledconf3ciencewould trouble 

them,.~hey say, if they dtd anything inconsistent with the treaty provisions"". 

311912 
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.', ~.. Althotighthere has been nonecent develoPlIJents,on tb~ -:is~~ .presented 

" by the Equalization of BtwdensLaw,I' 'Want; to ~Q:tion the sUQj~ct in conneo­

. . 

for his approval a dl'af't copy of Diy prbpo~ed report to the Depl.u:~tm~~ 'of' the 

Army." In it Itoo1f! cc;>gnistmce ;ot the principal objection to exempting.: the, 
,';'" "'"' 

propertto'f p~tsecutees fl'O~ the· provisions ott.he 'law.; namely. that the term 
, ~, . :. ,. ~\ f·, ".' . 

"pers~CU:teeH'is''too &~~'$ticto:,;admit 'of'e~~~i ,detini tion. I sugge~ted ,that 
," ..... ,'.. ' 

thia'adm:ini8trtat,iveob~tacle~ulO be surmoun1ied hf. adopting the tormula that 
.') ; ': "! ' ': i .' " .• _, .' " ~' " ~ . ;. • .:H • 

. ;orili 'property.,wh:i:eb i$ :'restituted sha]:l enjoytbe$xemptiora. I submitted that 

in such ea~e8 the ,persecutee status of theolaimant is always in issue and'is 
", ~-'" .:;-:. " ; ..;:' " '.' . 

formally a(:tjUd1caiea. '. 
'.; .: # "J '. • :'. .~-

While Mr. Mccloy made no ar'firm!ltiv$ c~mment on this 'phase'of the 
" ... ; 

A ;, 

report, he voiced no objectio~. L~ inoUtled to believe tha.tMr.McG~oyt s 

h.. Adenauer: aM Beuss J:ntervie"{s 
:"',.." ~.":. ,:~ :.... ::'. j • .,,\,.:,... ',' : '-".: c; ~ r~:..: .,. :' ,.tr { ": ',' :',,' ,: ..~ ,'. 

~n'one of hisear,ly oonferences with Mr. 'NeCloy, Mr. Greenstein 
..... :: :', / ' ~ ~ ':: 'I:' . , 

'underscoreo a basic re~itYI about'post-w8~ German leaoership, when he 
, ~' '.:;.' :>: ' ' '" ,',,,: ,.', . .' '. ~ ,I 

directed ~. McCloy's attention to the fact that no German lea4er had appar­
'", ~. , - .,., :'.' ,- .. 

ently consioered it politically p~fitable to openl)" disavow Nazi~~ . Mr. 
, ''':, ~,." :: I 

Greenstein. suggested that disa~pointment on :this score might be' coInIT1utlica+..ed 
~ . , ',' ", :}- .:. ,-; , , .' .~,' ! ':. : '( " " ':. • .... .! < ,' .... 

to the, leaders .of the \<fest German Republio., . This suggestion resulted i~ the 
:' ,'. .', ',., ::.1,'/' 

statements (reported in ~T. Greenstein's final report) issued by Chanoellor 
;'.~:: ~ . ':,. . ,'; .; .... . .~'. .. 
Adenauer and Presi~ent Heuss on the eve of last Rosh Hashana. 

.. • •• ~> .' 
+ • • , 

The latter part of November, Karl Marx, the editor of Juedisohes 
... . .. ( ~.: .'.'. -:- - ... ' 


Gemeindeblatt Allgemeine, i~te~e'Wed ~han~~llo~ Adenauer on his attitude 

, 

) 

towards the Jews o I presume that the preBB in the States gave the full inter­
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view the prominence which it deserve.9~·J. 'Will,ther€1f.ore,. n?t OOlfllllent on it, 

except to inOicatethatone·phase·of the·interview.gavaus.spme concern• 

• It will be recalled that in ans'Werto a quee't.ioR on what the Federal 

Government intendad to: do about restitution" Adenauerenswared, iD. par.t,. the 

following' 

The Federal, Government wila: dir.ectits special. 
attention towards the equali2ation of the economic 
damages dona to the Jewish 'people. Ths, present 
legislatlonnaeds many corrections andamendfuents. 

. The State of Israel is the .visiblec(,)llection of 
the Jews of all nationalities. The Federal Govern­

. ,:. ment iinte.Dds .to give,to the. Stateot';Ierael;gpOdtll . 
of .the value of 10 million Deutschemarks as a first 
direct·. to.ken that· the. injusti~~ done ,to the,. Jews all 
over the world has to made good, . 

.' . . ' 

When I learned that the publioation of the interview,would inrlicstethat 
", ~ ';', 

Aeenauerfs offer had Mr. McCloy's backing" I call~dMr.McCloy ana advised 
" . : 

against having his name· associated wi til the, interview or any part of it. 

made two points in this connection: one, the statement would be more effective . '.' 

, . 

·if it appeared as the credo of the C~eellor ancl not as a statement: inspired 

by the US High Commissioner; and two, the offer of any specific sum and, 
. . 

especially, of th@ token sum of 10mii1ionDeutBchznarkswae~ 'the 'least to say, 

impolitic and should not have been made inaavance of definite assurance that 
. , 

Israel would accept it~ I pointed out that. Isrs.el would be bound to reject the 

proposal, if only in response to its public opinion, and that if Mr. McCloyfs 

name is identified with the proposition, th~ reaction from Israel would be a 

repudiation of an American sponsored offer. Mr. McCloy indicated that although 
, ," 

he had on occasions spoken to the German authorities on the need for coming . 
out in the open on the Jewish questionJ he at no time VaS oonsulted on 

Adenauer t s overtures to Israel. Moreover, he agreed the t his name should not 

be drawn :irto the matter. Although it was too late to delete his name from the 

published stories, fortunately, it was not mentioned in such a way as to 

embarrass him. 

I 



, 	. 
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On November 28, 1949".' immediately follo\ling the Adenauer, 1nterviewt 
, , 

"Ma~i.ort' Zid of the Jewish Daily Forward tilterviewed: P~es1dE,lnt.; Heuss. While 
, , 


admitting thatthe"German J>Eiople ;should feeL ~onectivai~"asbamedlt,tor' 


belongiD.gto 8 people 'who had subjected the J'ews to ,the unpreceqen~e4s18ught~r,. . . ' . 


'he rejected'the idea ot·itcollectfv.e"guilt·n, of: the GSrinan' pe~ple. "He; ,announced 

" , 

,.' 	 that a 'specla:L' ,seotlol'l' 'on' Jewish 8f.e~rs ",o,uld be ',se.tup wi~n theF~,aral 

dovarnmebt" and' welcomed"! the return' ot every ,Gel"m8n,~.)e.., ·wbo,i:lacl not ee:rered 
" 	 ' 

his, cuItunl,' ,economic' ,an. personal tie's wi·th:' GerIi1any." : "." .. : 

It is still 
" ' 

my 'belletthat' ,the:pi'iW,. reason that ijeuss t proposal :s,tands, :Uttle Chance 01' 

", Imniediate' iuiplementetiGD ' ~S' that ~era is no ,Jell,with,lntEjllt,loflB to remain in 

Germanyi who has the r~quisf,te' sttiture' for the :po,st~': 

':,Inhis tin:~l report Mr~ Greellstein:'expressedhis ,vislIIsonanti ­
.' • • > •••• 	 ~ 1\ 

'Ssmiti,sm in Germany.. "No~hlllg"hasdevel:oped sinoe bis departUre, whIch would' 
, 	 ' 

warrant conclus'ione d1fferenttrom those he formula tid 'dUl'lng'his"tour:ot duty. ' 


By;: way, of, a,footnote to his' an~lysi's I want merely to mention:"thatthe German 

'0.. • 	 • ~'. ' 

..,-, 

stateme1l.taor were lukewarm, in their,:" app:roval..i: : ' 

',,' 'i. ~yl)~ication· 9f'"Regorof{'ot: 'Trill '!,\~~~gt li!U:h~!2:m.Jl£.;.~eCase! 

, My ,attentio~' \las' call~d' to' the, tact, :that" the: pu.'bI:ic~tion, in: Germal)ot 

"the records ot,the,Nurnberg'WlirCrimes'tria~s'(Justices, ,factors, G~nerals, 

Industrialists l Diplomats,'and,SS(n~seerhaa l:>een sttBpcnded~d that the -: 
, , 	 . '. ' ,~' . 

uncompleted portion had ,been turned over, to the Nurnbarg,Gel'1nan archives ... The> 


publication of the original:r{:lcords :in'E~glish aiso ,met withresi~tance, in the 


, ,'states and the' projeot was for. B' while abandoned: on the ground', that these records 

,would, serve no Useful purrosa. 'Recently,. howev8r-, the State D,e,partme~:t and the 

Department of the Army reconsidered,thls':dec111ion and ,d.0termined to complete 
" . ..... "., . 


the project,·: at, government expel!se. 
 3179.15(over) 
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It wasJn¥ opinion, iortifietl by theview$of Mr •. Ferenc~ of the Jewi~h 

Restitution Successor OrganizatioIi,who persona~ly proseouted. one of the cases 

and whO has ah·intimatekno-wladge o£:thew~alth,of materl&l :1nal1 tbe caBes~ 

that these reoord.should be made available to the G~rman raadingpublic~ 1 

. discuss'edthematterwith Mr,MaCloy. ''Whoagr~ed with XDY,vie'Ws and inoic.ated 

that he would:·· try to find the maCUlS to implament the· recoUQllendatiorf.,I. am 

informed that 'the' ·matter h6lsbeenreier.red to WashlrigtoB for approval•. 

j~"
\, 

Comp!etiop ot .'the 'i'almyg 
. . '. 

Upon Rabbl Berns·tein f e reco~d8tioh:'General MeNarney ~approved a 

project in 1946 for-the·p.rinting ot;th~· Talmud .byArmy,'Withf'unchi to be 

supplied ·by· the German .e·conomy~' Ash1e .from meeting. a need for th.e. Talmud among 

the DP rabbis and DR'seminaries, it was feltpreemlnent1Y..just what an edition 

oithe Talmud be printed on the very soil;wh~~e it had only recently been 

rogarc'led as 'anathema. Theprojeot.'WElS begun in 194~ and ".,asc:Jela;reo .becauseof 

. paper shortago8~'The original esttmatosoalled for 50 se:tsqf.16volUIPes each~ 

'.' 	 TheAJDC joined In;.'th~ project and. under1»okto p~y t.he:oost of'pri~~t:tng 600 


additional sets. After 12.volumes were completed it was dlsoovorl?d that the 


sets could not be printed. in les3. tMn19volumes each•. This .entailed 81'.l 


e~PElll<l~ture of 33;750. DGutl5ch!;lmarks-in.addi~1on. to tho origins.l appropriation 


. of 180,OOO~" On our recorr:.m~ndationthe'(jS authorities' approved the additional 

awn. \\[1 tho this obstacle removed 1 the' historio edition of the Talrnud , dedicated 

by the DP Rabbinate to the US. Army ofOccupatlon, should be .completed by June 

of this year. 

k.· Confsrence ~ on Oberarnmerg~!!S!!.2!L.flaY 

.. Some ·time ago theAm(~rican Jewish Committee and the Anti-Detamation 

Leagu.e asked our office to investigate reports that Militery Government had 

approved a German request: to Bolicit funds in the United States for the 

support of the Oberarnmergau Passion Play.. Mr. Greenstein discussed the play 
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with the authorities and~~s inforn;ed that M:ill'tarYGov~~ntnent co~~id~~ed it 
" , ' - -~ ", . ' ' , ", . ' ',' . f .. ;".' "~ . .' '. . . r " . .' _, ' '. .' " .~ .'. ,'" ~ .~. •

a' commercisJ enterprise and would, therefore, not approve the request. 
'; " 

Moreover, Military Government assured Mr. Gr~enstein that it would use its 

.• ,~wers. ~o!;~~v~~~ ~~e pl.,~Y_ {:'<?Dl,be,iJl~'~~~~~'.~s~ .. .~~J:i:~~~_:~~;~~1.,:\U}a~e ~.''. t+,::-.. >", ,~ 

. ,\< 
,'-.""." ...... '," ­

Semitism in Germany.... 

" •. ; M1:Ut~ry ·Governmentpro,ved. its .neutr8H.t~:ontbis'issue, whEln it dlS­
. .':.', . . 

.~pproved ()b~:t"ammerga~ 's :fir.Bt._~pplio.~,t:lon,ror :a,:loan, .who~ ,\~oc!geds were to 
. , . \, . '. ' . 

. ,be .u$ed:~n iplproving 1l0usiJlgi~:;Obe~_Bnuqergau 'and :i,nthe purchsseot.JIl8.terial 


:.•' requi~ad in: ;:the produQtion, of .th~,':-p;I;ay•.. Th~s ruJ,ing w,as., in keeping wttli , 
. . 
,". . . , 

pol~~y_ desj.gne9todis.9°urage ...the GeTman· citie's,f'rOfll overexten'cU,ngthemselves 

,.j financia~ly.This pol~.~/~as'later~hanged In,,favor. of allawing the ..German 

co~~ities, greatereconomicrreedo~~.andwhell ,th.ecit~of,OberBmmerga\i filed . . . . ' . . 

,.a sa.cond request. for, a loan it met. with immedia~e Mi,li tary Goverpmentapproval. 
. , ',." .' ''I.' "', . , : 

~.fteI" ~. Greells:tein' 6 depar~~e we were further urge~ to discuss the 
. . 

pl~y withtheproper~uthor.1ties with,the:;view ()feliminating objectionable 
. .,..-' . " 

feat~!3sand of. prevelltiilg ~h,e .exploltati()ll o~ .the play for anti-Semitl~ 

,purposes., A~ a. IJleeting arranged:,fof us ,bY"the LanQ:.coromissione~' for, B~varla 
- . 

,.Ghall+ain Baris,h BJld. I con:f'err.e~ :with~~he, JD!;iyo-,z'of Oberammergaut;llld tile ;director 

0.1' tbe p~a;v, the Lang brothers. "'l'h~Plee.t~ng,:~ith the Germ~ns was a .friendly 

one... ItwaS}lpp'aren~that ~heY,were e!:lger.tp 8:vpid unfavor~~le .pt.1blicity and 

.' " 

would be ..receptiye t()<any:reasOnable' suggestion~:: ,We'; felt that· there' was no 

,point,. in .f\ugge s~ing :.a~y change 'in' the text pI'E)per and 1iheli'efore" .dwel t -on the 

n~edfor an appropriate int1."oduction to be .recited at each performance, 'which 

might serve to create, the proper:rnooQ for :awholeaoI!le audience reactic)ll. At a , ,,' .. ' . -.' ",' , 

subsequent.conference,in. wh1ch~~bbi Isaac:K1ein, the High Commissionerfs 
. '" ' '. . -'.' 

.:liaison:with German Jewish. comm~it:LeSi also' participated, ,suc~ a prologue, 
. . .' . 

. prepared by ChaplainB,ar:i,s.hoi:L~he basisQfdn~t.erial furnished by the',American 

.,Jewish COmmittee> was sUbmitted'to the sponsor": of the play. The Langs' 

(over) 
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enthusi8stic~11y accepted ~he theme of the suggested pr~logue and are 

cooperating, even more ; than we ,had ant~cipated, b.y under~akingto amplify and 

to strengthen it. 
< ; • 

. 1. Developments on Establishment ofCoordinatlng C2mmitte'ePropose!l at the 

Heidelberg Conference of July 31, 1949. 

Despite the obvious merit in the'proposal f6f coordinated effort in 

"planning for the permanent 'Jewisncoinmunities in 'Germ~ny,the'tdea:ofthe 

over-all committee projected at the Heidelberg confer~nce' ,of July 31, 1949 

did not take root~ Aside from the, technical and :'administrative 'difflculti,es 

, inherent in any effort' to establish a single plaillti,ngbody for a' large 

geographical area, ,the local situation presented other probl€ms, which, though 

, foreseen, were not regarded so 'formidable that they could not be overcome. 

'However, in the iniplementary stagestne sponsors met'with stiff- resistance at 

every step and reco'gnized the futilIty of pUrsuing the propos~d. 


"'.;The reasons the proposal did not meet with successsuggestth~ present 


charaoter of the Jewish community in Germany~ In the fir'st 'place, the 


'community is impoverished from the standpoint of leadership. There is not 

'one person in all 'of Western' Germany whocoIrimands the respect and' conf~dence 

of the Gemeindef people beyond the immediate group; he represents.· Under- these 

circumstances the deadlock ovat':theseleotion;of B leader to head up,the 

committee was inevitabl~~ Moreover, the Jewish community ih Germany has far 

from crystallized ~ It is still in its amorphous stage of development wi th, many 
, , 

people not knowing exactly where they starid wi til regard to reinaintng in G~rmany 
, , 

and :With the mostarticulete elements pulli~f in diameticall:y opposite 

directions. The blueprint for th~coordinatirig'committee called for,the 

representation of both the Central Committee and the, Gemeinden of 'Western 

Germany. These have proven to be irreconcilable forces. The Central Committee, 
, . 

is committeed tothepolioy that no Jewish community should establish itself 
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" ;' 

in Germany 8Dc! that everything must be done to discoure.ge its' growth. On the 
.' . . I :.,"" '" ." 

,oth.er. h~no., th~,Ge~~inden, .•.Qcept. the .ex.i~t~ce. at.a permanent Jewish communi tQ 
. .' ... ;.. '.' . ~::: ... ;;,: .,': ,::"~'.:: ..~: .," 

either as an imperatiVe ()raS a 'simple realitY and consider it their m1esion 

to.achie'\!.€I for themsEill~8, wMt .any Je'Wish~~t,t4eme~twan:ts a,nd. n~~s t~ further 
~. '" , :.:.'.:; :', '" : :",;:', .'~,., ...~;.:/~.. " . .;··:::'":.;::.,;~\.Sl,:;.·•.. ,, .~'.~.,,~ '~',' ~. '>~.:~.l .. :;~':./.~':';~""~""'''' 
its,co_una1 lite. In 8ll1eyent, it has been imppssib1e to effect the fusion 

. . , " . '\. ~ , . ~' .. : '~'~:'.' ~...:.. .: . 

of these two groups....,,,. 

'. , One unforeseen benefit ",hieh bas resulted from the projeot is that so 
.-: ','!' :",: ",t~",,;,.. ~}..:; ... 


~ ~/ , .". .' ,. : .. ' . 


.~ong ~s the pOSdbiH~ty ottbe formation of~hecoDmlittee exists - and in the.: ::,:.: .. 

~nds"ot many it still exi;~ts as a possibil!ii' t~. men., not of the most 

reepons;ible variety, hav9~.rerrained fl'C?Hl!~$inga~"the spokesmen for the Jews 

of GermanYi 
, . 

• '. ::••. ' ,:'.~ ; ......~ ,I . , • ." ." . 

II.. ESTIMATE OF PRESENT SITUATION IN' GEFIMANIAND AUSTRIA 
.: " ':II, ::-, ,,'':. "", .,~' , "', •. 

a. I2P Popula;t1on.8s of P!'geiRP!r,l~.;1942: ," .. : . 
, . "," '. '. . ' . ' -'~ ".',' ' .~.' '. \ +. '. 

(1),' ·9~(f.t'8phi,Qa1 d~'p~rt~tion.. ' .. , .. , ,'" " - ,'. ,", 

The r01lo~7~;cha;t···~efie~,t.~i:~e·'1tlr~av1J? ~ out-or-camp JewiSh DP 

population and its; d~8:tribution in Germany and. Austria, as of December 31, 1949.• 

The num.ber of camps .in these geo~{lphi~alar~as is, a1fJO indicated. , 
.. ' . . .', ,,' ; . .~., . . . 

• ".,.' " . :.. :-...... ,. '.!~ ~ .•' ::,,,.., ~ '"'' 

'..,. , 


.. 
., ': GERMANI : -'.~ . 

"US Zone 15,535 9 12,000 
..'. .: British Zone ..1,000 1 1iOO~ 

French Zone 0 0 30P.... 
..', , :';'1,'. 

AUSTRIA ' . ·.l ,~! 
US Zone 4,372 : .;..;/' .. .~, .. '" ·310 

".0· ,' .... 
, 

'British Zone o 40 
'iO'" .'French Zone o 240 ... ':' 

US SectoI:',..Vienna' 1~8~' M Ja OOO'­-:. J 

TOTALS 2,4,753 .. -1L 16,829... 
." 

*It is estimated that there are approximately 3,000 unregistered Jewish 
refugees throughout Austria, with the greatest ooncentvation in Vienna. 
This,figure is in addition to the estimated 3,500 form~ DPs who are members 
of the Viennese'Gemeinde~ . 

'31.... ~·~~19. 
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·;:.·..:.~;?~..t:--.~.~: .. £: :.:,,':.:' '.' "":':"~'*" . '~.,~:, .... ' . ,'J .';.. : .. :;.... . 


(2) Dfstl"ibutiori of 1,n":'Camp pOJlllatlon ·wl.thin -'camps 
~ .' , ',: "Ijlnq:io.~her -ll1-~tal~~t.i,ops.~:;. "'. ':', ,,' .:,>', . 

, ~,~ , .:-	 .. ,..: . , v.. ' 

Y§ ZONE, GERMANY H-ame of camp . 
':,' . ,,:,;',: ,"", :; , 

" ',: .
La~dsberg 	 1~846' \.;: .' static' 
Lechfeld 1,992 	 II 

• '. :~ • J ~: 

Foehrenwald 1.&2.1 	 II 

,':;' "Medical hard coreGabarsso 
II tIFeldafiQg " 

. '/"'/ ':. ~', , :,' " 

. Garstar.'ied', . 435 	 US ref)ettlememt" Ii:' "'!' -, IfAt-tal:'" 249 
li.schau.. .• ' ',. 214, 1\ " t i : ': It • ,': ' '1\ ..'Wasseralfirigen 750 

.' In rehabilitatioD centers 247 ' . ' 
In hospitals (includiIlg 

: ',-;patients'antFworkers) ';lj029 

In miscellaneousinstall~-
: . " tiona" be~llg proce~sed .r()~ 

immediate rnigratioli' "1l024' 

15,535 

1'006, 
Ebelsbarg S,tatic and ,'Dedi... 

. cal 'hard COl e 
Beth Bialik 156 	 Iar;aeli r9ae''::t1e­

ment 
" .. 	 HaIle in 980 'Stati, 


Wells ',690 
 " Steyer 	 1,020 " 4,372 

n~NNA, AUSTRIA 


'..
Rothschild 1,051 ,Transient 
Artsberger- :715 " JDG Transie~tHome 80 	 Immigl'~tion Center 

24,75J 
'.. '.. :.!, : 

"" '. .. 
,*:- ~ '. : ~f , ..; .; 



'J "-1'1-
.'. 

. b. comments on th§ Permanent. JmdSh Commyai titS ~n Germany 
',,~ ,': ,.. :': ".~ .~'".' <: .~ :~~ .. ·}r •. ·• -.~:~ -I:; ~'r".~~ .:,.:',,; '>:. .~. ':":;. ;' " ~ 

I v1l1 not deal with the permanent Jewish communities 'in, Germany,. 
" :.' ... , . .' ,·.··I(... ,.',. ,::.: .... ".,\!"" .::.::, : .. \":'::..:.. '.•.. :,,::,': ...;. ":;.: ......, .... 

except to mentiQ& that the estimated populatIon of' these CoDHnunftiet' 118 ot 
.'.' ,: i,: . ,,' " . : .... 1'. " ~<. .- : 

December 31, ·1949; was 15,400,' distributed a8 tollOws:' 
:­

". ;4o, ,'; '. :', .'.>, ' :.:" ':"".. ..... : ::.1 ;. 
~ .. ~.',' 

US Zone 3,'560 
,,·,·B:rlt1eh ..ZqJ'J~ :', ..': .3,500 .: . ,, 
~ench Zone .. ' 500 
Berlu; .: ~~ . :>6,,?Qq:: .. 
Russian Zone k20q' 

". .: .'.~.' .. ,..: : !': .:; ~ ..... ,.. 
;", ~ " . 

.. ' Total' :15;400 
, . 

I~' his tinalr~POl"t Mr_ Greenstein de61t wlU( the ei~~tial prOblems t~Cing 
::: ',~\:,: .,'. ,' ..>' ~.< : . ~':: . ,: '1 ,', \>.:','. <., "'-;:,:.! ,", ,",.' ',.:J ::~ ...-:..... ",,, ),,:~f.'::;,~', :~;'; ~:"''.. i;, :'~ 

. the' Ku1tusgemeiMen in Germany, Chaplain Barish, who .s~ted a detailed . 

'. :. ~aft~l;~iS of tb$se co~tier': fo~ ~8~1~' the :geiJ'~lt;e;;g e~~e~$nQa Ot'":j~~y .31, 
:-;1949, is now ~oiflp1eting this s~;'. Ris ti~s.lstudY shbulcf be:' 1~vaiu$ble to 

,,'.~., . ", "" .'~ ""'. :' ; ~':'" :.' .• " '~'~":':'.1.:.:'.J' (t.,.: .•,.....• ,:~;.:~)";', ,:i,;,. ..;'.:. ':"':" :-,'.,' !~:.' . 

an understanding of the coapos1tion,eaoliomic status, out10ok'and resettlement 

intentions and of the sooial, cultural ani r~iigi~t1s iire of the JewBwho ': 
... 

.", 

~ '.' , ,'. , . . .( .' -. . , '. . . ~ '... ,". ;'. ", ~, , , ' , 


',"~ " .. 

. , .~ ·,~.b, C~nts on the Permanent JeWish CoJ!!!!U!Qtles in !;us5r1s 

.. ":''' ,.: Th~; popU1atl~~ of ·Jihe vi~ime'~~;J~~~hcomtntUirtY," whl.~¥(ts;vi~~a11:r. 


, the o~l~··J~\.ish cQmm~tty '1~' A~~~ri8, r~mai~~!~al~iy ~n~t;m:t·.' ~i~' of Decembe.r ·3+~ 

: .. 

':31, 1949~:it had 12,418 m~mber'~ 'ot whom ~pProximatelY 3,500 were 'former DPs. 

" I~ the r~~e Of"-~he ~~ports;at'n~~a~i~m is'on the rise in Austria,'anti 
.. " ' 

". "",'.''', ",.' '.' ". ,'.... • ': •• ', < : "':, ,.. • 

despite:.the Ootober election victory of the Inde,Pendentsthe Jews of Vienna 
, . 

..:. ,'Y-,{ -, '~~':" "'...~.:,~ ';' .•:' .•"i': ..,,:-: 41: .,'.'! 

are notagitated~ They are apprehensive about the future but not to .~. point 

where i:{~tEiots th~ir;'dete'~i~8tion' <toreinah~ iii Austrla ..' . " .' ).. '.i, 

,'. " ') __,.' t .", :' ~. , ...:, :, ".~, .. ~. "0').' ,;' ~.:.':i,.. , , , f':".'~' ... "~" .-; ... :" 

'On the credit side .of the ledger it must be' 'said that all former civil 
. '.':,:, ,. .,'~ .... ' >:, ~~ :.,: :.,' , ",.;,~. l'.'" ,,', ~ : f '.... !" •.•. ,'" ":'.:': ;' ,", ;'. .... . 

servants and public office holders who returned to Austria were restored to 

.th~ir po~ts' and that<d~:je~ish'sthde~t has ',been deniedti~e -ciPPbrtUhity: to 'study 
, " ", .: '. '. .. .: ': " ' ' •. ' • ,"',' ,'t. ;'; , ; 

in the Austrian Universitles ot There are approximately 360 such students 
t ;'.' 

attending the universities of Vienna, G~azand InnsbrUck, of whom aw~ximately 

one-third are pursuin~~ourBesiri m6cfloine.: 
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There is little 
.:. 

evidence of overt Ilnti-Semitir,m in Austria. In realit~'i 

the Je~s are no longer a factor in Austrian life. Moreover, Austria's depen­
',-. ", 	 r .' 

dence upon the United States and upon Russia and its eagerness to present the 
:. 	 . ",. .... . , 

most 	favorable piC"ture during the final stages of the Treaty negotiations, 

reduce the probab!liiy of open antt":'Semi tic activity in Austria • 
. < . 

The e.bsence.' oi'overt anti-SemitlBlfi is, however, at best, a negative 


virtue. More revealing is the attitude of the Austrians towards· the question 


of heirless property and the Third/Restitution La~. In this conneotion it is 

.~ .. ~ " :;", 

a sad commentary on international morality th~t despite Austriafsdependenoe. 
• .' 	 ',::. '. "~.: .,'. '. '. '"." I" f ' '. ' • , • 

up0It othercountriesfpr its very existence,. it has ighored the problem of 

heirless. property wj.th impunity and how the strongest?arty .in Austria can 

. ~n~';11ge itself in. the affro~~e~t;~o)nt-!-"oduce legislat~on which would virtually 

nullify the Third. Restitution. Law. 
, '. . " . . .~." 

d. 	 Observations on the Ultimate Solutlon of the UP Problem 

The solution of the Je\iish DP problem has only come into view.> It has 
~ ~ ';' ,~. :­

not. by !lIny means, as yet, been solved~ . Practically all of the in-camp DPs are 
::r: 

still wldtiug to. be resettled and a substantial part of those who live in the· 
, " ; . " ' 	 . ~. ' ' 

communities are als~ det~rmined to leave. :During the peak of mass resettlement, 
, . -. .':,:" ': ' " ~". ;" ". '.:.." '; .' '" '. . .~ > ."." " .': ::":' :. :' t, :'. . , 

from July 1948 ~ JOul'y 1949, most of the mov@ment came from the camps. It was 
';'"J ,:.' >',. 

then 	assumecsthat the out-of-camp DFs were, in the main,. taking root in the 

communities. However, ~n analysis of recent emigration figures shows that the 
,-", :: 

out-of-camp resettlement is closely approximating the departures of the in­
',' " 	 .' ; " 

C!llilp 	Drs. For example, in December 1949, 1,100 in-camp and 844 out-of-camp 
. .' . ." . ~.: ,",', . . 

. Jewish DPs departed from Germany. Small communities .which in 1945 to 1946 had 

sprung up in towns neighbouring the camps ~egan to disintegrate along with 
, ", , ':"-.. "','. .", . 

the 	dissolution of the camps. These communities are now oisttppearing as a 

result of the bulk of the people being syphoned off by resettlement and the 

remaining few, for obvious reasons,filterlng into the larger communi ties 
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. r':'where they'~an., have~ the· associa UQn ()f,£f)J.l.o~D~s",:, ;Th!s..A~ :,men~i~m~d :not to 

.:. :,·give· the. impr$ssion that .. all.. ef the out""9f~c&lllp.DPG are ~oidate,s tor '.' 

.ndgrat1QD but ratk~r.to .. ind;iCl1te that-:i~>,estim:a,t~g:.the eJt~ent o~ ~f1e. resettle-

have for:sol\1e. tim~ .. J:~ad t4e opportunity :to lE:)8.v$ Gex,uany~ctA\lstri~, ..a~d yet,'. . .. ,' "... .' ~,,' , '" . ,,-';. ,-.. , ." -"', '. -' ' . . .' .:~.,'., , 

arf):stUl i~ tbeseoountries in substanti1il. J:l~ber~t ,tt is, pertinent' to ask 
. ", , , . • . .' . " I. '" • ~ ".' ;; , ~. '.;'" . • , . 

, se~ral ques~ons. whtcp be.~:r on:.theeven~\l81.,~ol.u:tj.on: ~f .. the J ~wisQ...DP, problem. 
, . . , . .-, " , .. . -..' ',' . . . " - " ' ." ..', . '. ,'. . .~. '~,.' 

(1)" \bat a"'tll9 re8e,:litleinent,iatent~()ns. of·.:tJ;le ,..a~.iqual gro~p?,.J?) ~at are . 
• • :..,,' •••. '. 'i., ,c' • """" ..':'"._. "', " '''.'' .:' ' ,_ -', •.•."':,, ,",' 

the' f'aC1;C)~8 d~+ayi~gres~:t1ilem.eI,itl(.3L l-'h,~ can,p.$o.,?ne }i9. exped~:te . 

. 'c .resettlem~t? .': . :: 

: .: .: ' .. 7. ' (1)rRe8~t~lementlp.tentions ,of the J.e1rJ!sb.,.DPs..­

fe9ple who ~re.· in· da.ilycontae~;withi tP5i)~,~e\L~sh D:P43estt~t~ tllat unde~.· 

present cond~tion8.the.r~servoil'~·, t~m tor further migration to lerae1 

,. haS beel,lvil"t"ually· exp.8~t6d~, .~" ~th-i G.el.'mat1Y. and; Austria, the.:, overwhelming 

maj9rity of'theDPs are hc;)ldi,ng.Dut lor. migration te tbe:.U¢ted St-ates.: In 

mi,d~l>ecembf3r Yhapl.ain, .l)arishand:L to()k l!ldV:8Jl~age ()f the. iImh1n~nt .cl98ing ot'. . 

:. Dur ..9..ff·ice~ tc). aelpre.,•. mass meetIngs :iiJ. ·the static; c.fmlps. at Land.s~rg" Lechteld 

andFoe~envf4.d" w.tUoh; presently.house the bu~k otthoae~o, trom. tlle: stend­
, • • ',',.' • • f '0,........., . "".. .'" . ,.. " 


point .of nasettlement,. have been catalogued. a.I?' the."Ulldec~e.d, n Our. primary. ...: . ..... ," , . . '. ,. .-. ~~ '. . .. . . .... ," - . ... ' . 

. purpose was to stimulate migration in these !,amPs.\W~ ,.,ucceed,e(jJn reaching 

· .at least one repreee~tetive ot., EPir,ery.femily. in." these ce~t.ers# ~nd were 001,1­
• :.... i.,. ,. : \' .....: .. ' ,', '. .,' ':", • .' ," • ,. .' 

vinced:.that90% or more ··of:the~e;peDple are Q:e~e~l~d tQ80t,· the ~ntted 

StateB~ :As, !long· as. there is, any raasonable .hope in tha.t direction, they will 
• . '. . • . '. .. •. .", ~ ,. •. ' • , ", d;' '. , 

,remain in Gem,enyand Austria .\U?-til1ih~;Y reao~ their objeotivet:,pr.ovi~e~ that 

· t;>ther col,lIlter.vailing conc1itlons (the thr,eat of war, th8 inability to.. 8a~isfy 

their elementary needs) do not intervene. At t.p.i~:junctur~. I must add ... ~hat 

this element ~s not unenthusiastic .B;bout Israel.:J: am of the opinion that given 

· more favorabl.a conditipns in t.'1at .country,. many ~r them l4'0ul<l j~11e'~:?2'f th€r8 

(over) 
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-'without any delay.. ' :Hawever;:'today they, have before themthe'double spectre of 

uneniploymentand of'an 'indefinite-stay in tents, and they are little impressed 

:by the argUments th8tI8~aelrs d1fficui tiesareiofily temporary and that Jews 

who ar~' tt1:teady uprooted 'woulc'f be'wise to help 1nth~' construction ota land 

of th~ir ,ow.' Mmay pe~ple'tOld us that in making their decision they vere 

gtiid~d 'by advIce of r'elatlves and r:i-h~nd6 who had already resettled in Israel. ' 

'The full l~pact of reportsemanati~g from1srael on the' resldual group 

aanonlY.Je appreciated when one hears 'that 'th!3 non-institutional-medical 

hard' core eases shOw no greatt3r in~-H:natlon than' do the healthy to' treat Israel: 

as an immediate resettlement choice and 'that evan among the institutional cases 

there ,are DPs who are holding back despite assurances that1nIsraei they will 

receive care at least aqua 1 to what is~avallable to them ,in Germany and Austria. 
" ' 

In brief, theyara'reluctant't,b,ti"adethe kriown for the Unknown • 


. (2') 'Factors' delay-fag resettlement'. " 


. ' ,:No singTe' factor basoontributed: mor'e ,to' the eJeiay,l'n:resettl'ementof 


the Je-w!sh DPs thantheintlecisionon; the 'amendment of theUSDP' Act~,' Thisr 

, , 

" 'of course , has' noapplicatl6n 110 the' mecical ,hard core who, 'fot' ,reasons ,of 

"health,· are permanently barred from entering ~heStates.',:' Na:ither'doe:$ 'it apply 

to those DPs -who, 'knewing that the a~end'~ent ,wo'uld estab~ish January 1, 1949, 

,as'the new cut;"offdate line, elected' to remain in' Germany' and' Austrl..a deepi te. 

'their' ~ntrt "after the t- date'.,' 

The' resettlement of those who'do claim eligibili ty wder the current' 

Act, hasD~en: retarded 'largely by the DP Commission's recent preoccmpati,on wi th 

the processing' of agricultural' -Workers, ,in' o~der to ' satisfy the percentage " 

requirements of the 'DP Act,· and by the more exacting revie\ol of ,applications in 

. which the' i.ndividual relie's upon residence in'SHesia before December 22, 1945, 

'. ,to: qualify under the' Act, 

The adoption of theamenoment approved" by the SeIlate Judiciary 

Committee on January 25, has double';'edged ,aspect.a i 
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<·;'itvlllsstistythe .:.oP. VhQ ~ve,been,j1lu:d~i~ tOI":.Y!l3.rs ~or teia 149tiq9.,to 

materialize •. It"wtll,on th~'otharJull)dt a~1~1 ~eirres~t.~e~~nt'.rw4 ~hus pro­
, ." ...... . , " 

:. tracttheJ.ew1sh.DP·pn:;\>.lem•. ,It v8s.~t~eipat~· ~at ~t th~ !:YDe~d~~p~..li9re 

tvrned down, mass ad.g:ra,tion ~o_,Ier8$l ~!1,ld :r;'I3SUII~ th1.s,.epring, dliu~p~te 00rad1­. '.. , .:., . 

tiona prevailing there. It 1s now morally certain that onlr,a rel~~vell small 

;, ·fracti'oil. of;:the'DPs whCl'lltM p~posec.1~·,amel},Om~n~ reslders, ellg~b~. will resettle 

:"" . ·in··Ierael.." In the main, ttaey will ~ke nQ ,such .. election Wltil .. at~tJJi"1~ 

.opportun1ty;to .go -to the J]ni:teG.stat~s:.bas A.fitini,t~l.Y been. d~iecJth.em.,. It 
, '.. >'.' • 

. ,substanttal ,immigratio.!l otj)Pa.to :Iarael ,tak,.~ placein', the. ~latf!' . future ,. - ",'. , ,. . " " " 

. it-will co~. mostlY~·froJll~~emed1cal .h;ar.d.. ~o~ej Gd:.(rom ~ose wh~ entered the 

occupation BOlles after,Jpn\l8~ 1.,._1~9.... ' .. 

(J) Action which _7 expedite nsettle~~mt. " 

. Therea.re Sf)lDB, wllo,-:~~t1en~.to; see jth~ JQWi~lt; ..~.p~9blem solved and 

. who :feelthat, the DPaexaggerate the pt"esliiln,. ha;rdsh;tps fn ,I;srae;t, .. argue that 
. " . ':" ' '.., ","", " 

·Je"ry.. shouldw1tpdra'W it.smaterial S\lpporttrom, ~" DPe,w~o,.are 11l~e,.:DP 

..' countr1e.s, .to~;Yfl\. EveI1 if:tl1is~ould. be justified· from "the~ral.st,tlndp~1nt,
• . ' , to •• ~-. , • ;. • 

,suoha de:cisi..,vould,,·~nre.y ~pinion, have little ·effect on, the ul~~a;te 

.solution- on:,tb,e Jevish:·DP,pmbl.em..,-~esupplepientary relief. which ,theDP 

.. r.eceives.ad~8 .·,100 his. comfOrt but is not, 1~.~lieve, of suop magnitude, as tc 

'constltute the inducament to, stay ,on in Germa~y .or,.A.us.tri~ .. tllost :p;eoP~,e 'Who 

are, 'immersed in. the problem 'feel that .thecoJllPl~te,'With.drawal ..f)t AJDC relief 
I 
,would not t!p:the ,scales :in,favor ot immediate reseti;leDlent.t.o lsrael~ The 

, J)~s 'Would Somehow manage,evenat"a,-r.e~uc~dBtandardiof life, and 'Would wait 

.. ····~til,J~heirpersonal plans forresettlementmai;erial1ze. 

Tnt:) foregoing!doE?s llQt,.ho'Wev(,;)r,. rule ~ut the value ofa fi~approach 

to those .. who will 'not beJ;"E!ndered eligible formigratiol,l.,1;othe Unite4.States 

~ by the amendedAe~,! . Assum~ng, "as wemust,.tnat th~ DPexistenee, has nothing to 

commend it as a way of life, and assuming further that Israel in its ,present 

,0. n r)r.::
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struggle'for sUrvival' has the' first, priority on Jewry's financial' support, I 


b~lieve that Jewry will~antto re....exami.ntf· its relief program in t~e DP 


cofuitrles 'with the. view of~t8iling .it' gemerallya~·with the vieli of.. w~ th;" 


•. dt~wing:all' support froDithose Who present norea11zable plan,foreari;y 

.resettlement.. ';'. 

:rt .would, . :lhmy op+ni~n.,., certed.nly. be n~lt,her' unreasonable. nor 'inhumane 

to say to the medical harocore group that if, ,after Israel has indic.ated it.s 

readilless,to'receiv~ thEml" . they"t:l:J;6cttoreinair;l iIi Germsny .OrAus.-q-fa, ,they 

. Inustdbso' ex¢lusivelyas'Wards of the Gerntlmor Alls~-i:an gC)1ierhinent,.: .Nor­

. 'Woul~ itbeu.nr~a.sonable ·to'gfv.e:the'si:urle"CirCJ~ of· ca.ution t()the: newcomers 

fr?m Eastern Europe who refuse to 'accept a'resettle!Jlsntopporturiity, including 

IsT.ael. 

.,' 
Itl addi"tiOh, I believe that t.hspOint h.asbee.n. :r'eacfied, 1.Ihere serious 

thoughtshilti:I,d 'be giventothewil.horawal (jf: all support1'romsuch or~anizations 

as the Qentral. Co~itteea~ndt;~e DP poli,'r,lcal 'partlfrs :which, ,~o ·w·speirk, 

IIke~rp :the potholliilg ~ if ''Th~:' verypresetlce dr: the'Be'groups"pe:rpet~testhe 

DP status quo and' gives the: DPs a seriseof psychological 'secUritywhich, in 

turn., relegates thinking on their ultimate' resettlement to the background. I 

do not personally begrudge ,the DP the strength which he derives ·from'these 

organizations~'However, when that comfort gi~es hini an illusidnofwell being, 

appears't'ogive auhstimce to a pattern of living which is 'essentially' 8 life 

in limbo, and encuurages general inertia toward making a dec~ sion llriich would 

end his d:eutOraliz~ticin, Tbelleve tha:this se~se of' secur'ity is a drug which 

he cannot afford and that any Cirgariization which suppl'ies that "drug ll 'hurts 

rather than helps the Dr ~ Ial1'l.aWare of the fact thCit the committees are 

engaged in important welfare work~ To the extent that this work is indispen­

'sableitniaybe absorbed by the Jewish voluntary agenciies'in Germany and 

.Austria. 



, 
, Finally~ in the same vein, I 'believe that when the lRO:phases out it 

'inightbe prudent to abandon the Pos'itibn' thi:r~DPs'\8:re' entitledto~yspeciai 

privileges because of their DP sta,tu8.;:,Ther~ Hl'strength and comfort' in be~ng 

regardeGl as' a' group: apart;,thespeeilil 'wardeot the' occupation forces. I feel 

" that'.. the' effeot' of' making 'the DPs amenable ' to •the laws" of the:' land, whe" they 

live would hastentf:1ei:r,a~clsioil' eith&r to integrate: into:,th~: eecnomies)ot 

these' countries "or to:leavefGi- 'sOfneother'l~c 'Where"they canre~e::'Tlfe as 

normal beings " ' " " 'I'.:' 

rhat I am suggesting, basically,' is. that beginningsmu8t be made tc? eJ)d .. 

the entire; DP:comple~,~ • The' special,:attention lavishes. on the,DPs~,was once 

merited and served a very useful purp«;lse. Today.it is, in 1ny::.opinion~ inter­ ,; 

<£ering;with 'the: final reh!i'bilitat:ton, and; t:esettlement of the,'DPs still living 

',: in; Gerrnany' antl Au~tria.; .. :. ",'" 

'.', ,Ill. ,'CR~ATIONOFCOORDINATING G~UP' '-... '­, 

:In view of, the decision reached b~the inajor ,Jewish organizations not:, 

to getablisharepresentatlve'"!!gency in 'Germany' I felt that some other machiner~ 

; nadto btfs~t up:'locall~r: to prevent,ti;vacuum 'in: the areIF ln~,whichthe:Adv.iser.r s 

Office had tUnethmed~ , After conSidering' a: number 'of ,a1 terl'lstillfes, I.thOUght 

,,''''''',o.t 'What sinountsi to 'an otfshoo,t ,of, the" idea bOrn' at theHeide~bergConterepce~ '. 

, , 

, and rErpre-sentatives.ot the GemeinCien In'the .. 'US Zone'ant;of' ,the'CentralCom­
- . • 5' • • 

mi t tee ,const1'tute themselve s as a 'coortJ1rititing . 'gi-oup" for ,the' purpose of dealing 
, ," " 

, with those problems:ln 'Which there! is. a;:cotmnon ,interest .aIIlon~f these groups. 

Tbiseoordinatlng comm1ttee~ was.to:be'd'1st1nguished, fl'Om ,tne agency'whiCh was 

projected at the Heidelberg ,Conf'erenCeof. July .3i,'" 19-49 in' two' respect$~ It 

was contemplatedthat~'its activitie's would be cortflned:to the uS Zone and, 

•'. instead of planning, for: the J ewe in Germany; it would, mereI, 'serve as the 

spokesman for the .Jews' in the Zone" on issues, ~n':'Which there is a;oommuni ty 

(over) 
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of interest. I took the liberty to di~ouss with Mr. McCloy the formation of 

that group and he indicated. that he'would welcome some such agency to whom 

he .could· turn for counsel from time t.otime •. 

': 1 am pleased tG advise youth~t on .Jari)la:ry 25th "t.he committee, called 

the Coordinating Council of .the Jewish 9rgani~at.ions inthetJS Zone,' Germany, 

'came into being.. It consists of thr.ee representatives of the Gemeinden, three 

...' from thlil' Cen:tralCommittee., one. from.the ·AJOO and' one from the JAFP •. There is 
":', 

reason to believe that once the group has shown its effectiveness its pattern 

will be 'aoopted in the otherweatern zones anq' that on issues relatingto all 
.. 

'of western Germany coordination among the sev~ral groups may be achieved. 
'. 

IV.. . APPRECIATIONS ' 

During the 3t years: that I worked with the Jewish :DP problem I not 

only had a chance to see it in ·~tts different stagj:s 'but was able, to .observe 

at close range the ~teilt to' which the Je'wish'voluntary agehcles and others 

.d.edlcated themselvesto'the welfare of ·the Jewish DPs. In p!U'tnershipwith the, 

IRQ, the Jewish organizations made a.contribut:lon 'which forms one of the most 

. ,stirring chapters in welfare history. Through its comprehensive and va~ied 

'. "·reli!'.3f, welfare anO rehabH.itation program the AJIX} translated the 'generous 

·impulses of Americ~ J ewr.;yinto a. concre.te ',pr,ogrmll of .action;the· JAFP brought 

to the DPs ..a zeal for' Israel which was contagious, and furnished,the personnel 

who taught the children" inspired the parents :and handl€ld all.o£ the complex 

.' problems ralating to emigration too· Israel; the aRT mapeacol1spicu"i..:S contri­

. bution by givin.gvocatiQnal traililng to: the young and 'old who would learn; 

:the HIA,S and the AJDC.. achieved. unparalleled. suc.cessinthe handling of US 

i_grat1onj the Central Conunittee in .aermanyand austria furnished leadership 

to the .DPs and gave them a goal towards' which 'to strive; and the Jewish 

Chaplains who volunteered. for duty with the Dp;s identified themselves with 

.' th!3irplight and in countless ways served them faithfully. 

,.1 
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It was a great experience to work with Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, 

Judge Louis E. LevinthaI, Dr. William Haber and with Mr. Harry Greenstein, 

the four Advisers with whom I served, and a distinct pleasure to have been 

associated in the work of the Adviser's Office with Rabbi Emanuel Hackman, 

Rabbi Herbert S. Friedman, Chaplain William Dalin ~d Chaplain Louis Barish. 

I want to acknowledge ~ profound appreciation of what the us Army 

did to help the Jewish DPs. This Army, aided: by UNRRA, by the IRO, by the 
by . 

Jewish Voluntary Agencies and/the US DP Commission, bore the brunt of the 

Jewish DP problem and, within the framework of the occupation policy, bo~e it 

exceptionally well. The Army's achievement in this field is the direct result 

of the inspiring leadership furnished by the ~en who headed up our forces in 

Germany and Austria, Generals Eisenhower, McNarney, Clay, Huebner, Clark and 

Keyes and by the present US High Commissioner for Germany. In my conferences 

with Mr. McCloy I discovered a man who brought warmth and understanding to 

every problem I presented to him and, above atl, a desire to help. 

Finally, I am grateful to you for proposing me to the Army for the 

honor of filling the post of Adviser on Jewish Affairs•. 

Sincerely, 

ABRAHAM S. HYMAN 
Major FA 

Acting Adviser on Jewish 
Affairs 


