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October 25, 1950

Mr. Kurt R, Grossman,
World Jewish. Congress,
1834 Broadway,

New York 23, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Grossmen,

I was in New York a short time ago but, just as I
was preparing to make some calls on people in the city,
including 2 vigit at your office, I received word that
1 was needed in Wgshington in connection with a p081tion‘

- -with-the -government-that I had" beanseeklng to get., The

_ job is that of Genersl Counsel of the ¥ar Claims Commission. =~

~Thig-appointment” finally ¢cuile throigh & week ago and I am .

scheduled to assume my duties in Wgshingtom on November lst.

At the present time I am in the midst of winding up my per—

sonel affairs in the Chicago vicinity.

I am, indeed, flattered by ydur and Dr. Robinson's .
suggestion that I write an introduction to the Jewlsh Affairs

pamphlet, ‘I will be most happy to do.it. If you will send

me the menuscript to my Washington address I will attend to’

- the matter at once., T can be re&ched at:

War'claims CommiaSion
Tariff Building
7th & E, N. W.
.Washington, D, C..

“ith kindest regards and best wishes to all my friends

~in the Congress, and espbcially to Dr. Robinson, I am

Sincerely,
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27 Janua?y 19%0?‘

'donorable Gordou Gray,. Secretary’
;Department of the Army
.'wasthgton, D C.. :

~Dear>Mr’ Secretary,

I anm: herew1th enc1051ng mny final report as JActing Advnser ‘on-Jewish Affalrs.
JIn keeping with the practice of my predecessors I should like. to. have -
delivered the report to you pe"sonally. However, I will be on terminal

leave in Europe and in Israel until the end of rebrudrj and will not return .
to the Zone of Interlor until the mlddle of Maerch, I thought that you would
prefer to have ‘my 1mpre851ons prlor to the latter date.’

The report has been cleared with Mr. McCloy and with General Keyes‘ Mﬁ‘

McCloy made no comments, General Heyes indicated’ that my figure of 170,000 -

on the post-war influx of the Jewish refugees (page 8) was somewhat low. He

- felt that since approximately 150,000 had passed through Austria alone, the .
“total flgure for Germany and Austrla should be ‘higher, My calculations are

' “approximate only and are beased on estimates made. by the American J01nt

”fDlstrlbutlon Committee dinectors. in Germany. ahd..Austria,.. Noreover, 4t.should..
be pointed wut that most of the Jewish DPs vho ‘eventually reached Germany
‘came througn Austria, . I discussed this estimatp with' General Keyes' chief"
‘of the DP Dlviqlon who appedred to be: satldfied with ny exnlanation.

General Keyos made one addltlonal comment In the criginal draft that I
submitted %o him I made no refereﬁee to his concern about the restitutlon
‘situation in Austria and to his determination to prevent the 1njustlce that
I pointed.out (pages 4-5). In the draft I am submlttlng I corrected the
‘next to the last paragr ‘aph on page 5 to brlng it in l*ne with the Generalf
.comments, which I belleve to be Justlfied ’ .

Obviouslv, I w1]1 be at vour d*sposal should you wish to havo ne . ”all &t
. ;your offlce when I return to the States."' :

Reqpectfully'yours,

ABRAHAM 8 HYWAN

_MAJOR . Fh. :
Actzng Adv1ser on Jew1sh
: Affalrs
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27 Junuary 1950

SUBJECT: Report of ‘Major Abraham S; hymah,'Actlng Adviser on

Jewish AffalrS’to the US Lommands, Germany and Austria

:TO{ : Honorable Gordon Gray, Secretary

‘Department of the Army -
Washington, D,C.

Fursuant to plan, the Of?lce of Advlser’on Jewish Affairs was.

:dlscontlnued on 31 December 1949 This, therefore, will be the last report
" .of ‘the Office and w111 cover the period from 15 October to 31 December 1949,

Ay ASolutlon of DP Problem

,Progreos in the solutlon of'the DP problem can “be measurgd only 1n
terms of resettlement. Although the emlgration pace set’ durlng ‘the first nine

‘and a half months of 1949 was not maintainéd during the balance of the year,

there continued to be substantial resettlement of Jewish DPs from the US Zones

‘of" occupatlon between 15 Cetober and 31 December 1949,

. Durlng thls period 6 743 Jewlsh DPs Were resettled from Gernany and ,
2 095 from Austria, Of these 1,801 migrated to Israel, 6,297 to the United.

’States and 740 to all other countrles. It is estlmated that as of 31 December
- 1949.there.were.27,500.Jewish.DFs.in. the .U,S, . Zone,. Germany, .and.9,200.in.the ... .
U.S. Zone, Austria and in the U.S. Sector of Vienna. These: estlmates ‘on the
..residual-Jewish- DP- -popul-ation--include--approximate 2ly-12,000. out-ef-camp Jewigh s e

DPs in the U.S: Zone, Germany and 3,000 in the U.Z, Zone,. Austria and in the
U.S. sector of Viennd. The total number of Jewish DPs rescttled from the DP

- countries. (Germany, Augtria and Italy) from the end of hostilities to 31 4
December 1949 was 200,000, of whom 145,000 mlgrated to Israal 46 OOO Yo the
“Uniited States and 9 oca to other countrles.

The chlef obstacle which has stood in. tue yay of the flnal solutlonf
of the Jewish DP problem has been the delay in Co&gresolonal ‘action on ‘the '
proposod amendmcnt to the United States DF Act, Migration to Israel contlnues.

‘However, there are many Jewish DPs who had plannzd to settle in Israel who

have been discouraged from going there by réports of the grim condltlons facing‘

‘the new arrival in that country. Vhen it is considered that approximately

90 000 ncweonmers, ‘including women and infants are bivouaced in tents in Israei
and that the prospects for ‘adequate housing to absorb thae nev immigrants -are.

““for the times being rather bleak, it is not difficult to understand why people
- who themselves have been homéless for-the past decade have ‘ruled- out: Israel -as™ - -
‘a present rescttlement possibility.  These people and those who had originally:

resolved to go to the United States and who are ineligible because they arrlved‘

-in-the- areas to which the Act is-applicable after-the cut-off date of 22-
December. 1945, have been waiting for definitive action on the pending amendmenta

Now that it is morally coertain that the . -amendment,- will pass the early solution
of the Jewish DP- problem is assured.. :

Bg, Handling Of‘Sp@lelC_ISSU@S
1. vwﬁulihgion~the»remOVai~ef¥pfe-fébri0ated~housesg e e e

In his report of 1 ucvember 19;9 Mr, Greonstein urged & . liberal
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1nterpretation of the EUCOM dlrective of 27 July 1949, - deallng with the renoval ‘

of personal belongings by DPs leaving in grfoup movements. The High -
Commissioner!s disposition to implement this direetive in that spirit was
reflectad in a recent ruling that DPs may teke with them pre-fabricated houses,
provided they meet the requirements of the directive; namely, are-able to
prove that the houses were legally ascquired with funds legitimately acqulred
This ruling .is of particular value to the Jewlsh ‘DPs leaving for Israel. It

- is anticipated that most of the DPs who will avail themselves of this decision
will employ funds they acquire under the General Clalms Law to purchase their
houses,

< ‘2, Abolition of Search and Seizure Operations-as Method -of Law
. 'Enforcement: ,

On 9 November 1949 a fOrward step was taken when EUCOM- outlawed ‘the
use of search and seizure operations in DP camps as a law enforcement device,
and .substituted for it the normal procedure on search and arrest as sanctioned
by the Anglo»ﬁmerlcan legal tradition, The mass raids vere used chiefly as a
‘weapon againgt the black market offenders, Actually, no group of people in
Germany were ever exempt from the temptations of the black market, Aside from
‘this fact and the fact that the law infractions uncovered in a DP camp in the
course of a mass search would have been revealed by a similar operation in .
any ‘German community of comparable size, events have proven that not the employ-
ment of law enforeing agents nor the threat of their use, but the availability
- of consumers goods on the legitimate market is the only effective antidote .

against the black market - T

mmi;iélg{m“

A project which has been abandoned and which, in my opinion, should
be revived is the publication in CGerman of the records of the major Var Crimes
Trials conducted .&t Nurmberg, I refer to the Doctors, Justices, Generals,

Industrialists, Diplomats 'and SS eases, Cur attempt to bring Germany within:
the democratic orbit will remain nothing more than & noble experiment unless
the German people are first coenvinced that the losses which they lament, and
for which they presently hold the Allies responsible, are the harvest of the
seeds sown and cultivated by the Nazi regime. The Germans may be more readily |
¢isposed to repudiate that regime, if it were engraved on their minds that even
before a single shot was fired the architects and. patron saints of National
‘Socialism had engaged in a consplracy against civilization and that the crown-
ing achievement of the Third Reich was the systomatic and ruthless extermination
of millions of innocent people, German an¢ non<Germari, alike, While there may
be gencrel apathy towards this. story today, the materizl in the Nurnberg
records of trial must be readily available to such leaders in Germany who are
resolved to diseredit the Nazi tradition and are determined to prepare the soil
in ‘which the democrdtlc way of life can grow in Germany.

As cowparad with the amount expended on the project before it was
abandoned, relatively little is necessary to complete it. I have shared my
‘views on this matter with Mr, McCloy who acknawledged the merlt of the project
and directed that the matter be studied.

be Rpstltutlon - Germanys .

It is wlth satlsfac+1on that I report the determination of the US

317877
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High Commi851oner to prevent the restitution 1aw in effect in the US Zone,
Germany, from being defeated through interminable deleys in the restitution
courts. In December MrQ Me Cloy appoxnted a court expediter whose sole function
it will be to follow the progress of the restitution cases through the legal
aparatus provided for their trial: and review and to recommend procedural
changes for speed1ng up their ultimate disposition, :

Another development in the field of restitut:on in Germany is worth
‘notlng. 'On 4 November 1949 the Frei Demokratlsehe Partei introduced s resolu-
‘tion in the Bundestag requesting permission of the’ occupation suthorities to
- substitute a Federal restitution law for the gonal laws and to hold &ll resti-.
tution cases in abeyance, pending the adoption of* such & law, In’ presentlng
the resolution the party spokesman urged ‘that it was imperative to have unifor-’
mity throughout Western Germany‘in the field of restitution, Grented that the
argument has merit, the obvious enswer ig that uniformity in internal restitu-
tion has, in a 1arge measure, - been achieved, The restitution laws in effect
in the US Zone,. in the British Zone and in the Western Sectors of Berlin are
»virtually identical and the Fronch authorities are at the present time working
~on revisions of their zonal law to bring it in line with the others. In view.
of the history of our Military Government Law 59, it is reasonably certain that .
the Frei Demokratische Partei advanced the resolution in rcsponse to popular
demand for a diluted restitution law, To disabuse those who had been relying’
on the prospects of a watered-down Federsl law, Mr, McClay announced 6n 19
December. that no materlal ehange in the US restltution law was'.contemplated.

JQ&HW Observations on and Recommendatlons with Reference to Specific Issues ‘"‘:vwww“A;

.. Restitution - Austriaz

Tne basic legislation on 1nterna1 restitution in nustrla is the
.;Thlrd Regtitution Law, It provides for the return of propertv transferred by

& persecutee during the period of the Anschluss, except in those cases where
‘the Aryaniger can. affirmatively show that. the transaction would have taken place.
‘in the sbsence of National Socialism, Followlng the October elections the

' -extreme rightists of the Volkspartei introduced e measure in parliament which

strikes at the very roots of ths Third Restitution Law., The proposed amend-
ments would replace the legal presumption of confiseation by the rule that
‘restitution is mendatory only in cases where the price was inadequate or where
the seller was not free to select his purchaser; would require the return of
the purchase price irrespective of the seller'!s power of ‘@isposition over the
"proceeds of sale; would dispense with the provision that one of the assessors
in the Restitution Chambers must be a member of a persecutee classj and would
permit- the review of “all adjudicated cases in the light of the law as amended:
- The Austrien press is reputed to have thrown its: full weigbt behind the
proposed amendments. ‘

It is, I believe, fair to state that these proposed amendments are &

clear-cut attempt et the emasculation of the Thiré Restitution Law and that if
adopted, internal restitution in Austria will become a farce, . Granted there are

-hardships created by the law now in force, It is, howecver, relevant, to mention
that the hardships on the part of the original owners of the property escape

the notice of those who zdvoczte the changss for the reason that most of the
original trapsferers have either emigrated or are dead; ineither case, the

. victims of the evil which the Third Restitution Law was designed, in part, to
undo. The fundamental issue is not the hardships of the person who 'is asked to
1part with property he acqulred but rather, how do the equities oﬁmﬁfatrper
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“comperé with those of the person ‘who was vi.tlmized, or with those of his-
survivors,. It is elementary justice that no transfer of property effected -
-under duress should be permitted to stand.. And it is crystal clear that at the
time the transfers falling within the purview of. the Thirg Reetitution Law were:
' made,. there was duress, papic and terror in the very air the persecutee breathed.
Transfers made under such pressure,. though superficially frae, cannot be deemed
'bto be voluntary regardless of the adequacy of the consiﬁeration, This thinking
45 instinct in the restitution laws in force in Western Germany and in the law
now in forece in Austria. The adoption of the proposed amendments would be
‘tantamount te Austria'e ratlficatlon of part of the mischief the Nazis intro-
duced into Austria, It would be most difficult to reconcile this ratification
- with Austria's qontentlon that ‘she herself was the victlm of Nazi qgresslon.

_ General Keyes and his ataff‘are keenly awere of the restitutlon ,
eltuatlon in fustria and wlll, I am confident, in line with our basie mission
in Austria, do what they can to awaken the congcience of the Austrian leaders
to. the 1mp11cations inherent in the edopticn of the pronoeed amendments.

o it is, of’ course, not p0831ble to refer to 1nternal restltution in
‘ﬁustria without inviting attention to Anstria's failire to this date to. provide

" for the dispoaition of heirless and unckimed property subject to restitution,

-This property must be made available for the use of the vietims of National
Socialism, under the same formula as 1t is dlsposed of in the zonal lawe in
Germany. ' , v

Equalizatfon 6f Var-Befdens: '

T . 1 share Mr, Greensteints’ views that the property of those who Were”

_ victimized by the Nazis ehould be relieved of the burdens of the Equallzation

of Burdens 1aw, present and future, < This is particularly ‘applicable to theé T
property of those who . left Germsny and who have not returned, These peopls,
'funderstandebly, are unable to reconcile what happened to them, - with their. .
‘presant 1iabillty for part of the losses sustained by those who, directly or
indirectly, participated in their expropriation and expulsion. h

, To meet the objection that the administration of a law providing for'
‘ that exemption would present insurmountable difficulties on the ground that the
‘term~”persecutees“ is-incapable of exact. definition, the rule might be adopted
‘that property which’ is subject. to restitution under Military Government Law 59
{and similar 1aws in the other zones) should enjoy that exemptlon. In euch
‘cases proef of persecutee status of the owner is' a necessary prerequisite to
recovery and is an issue which must be formally adjudicated v

3 Anti-Semitlsm°

‘The latter part of November President Heuss ‘and. Chancellor Adenaue?"'
made elaborate statements on the question of anti-Semitism, On. the eve of the
-Jewish New Years in September 1949 they had extended greetlngs to the Jewe of
Germany,, However, for all practical purpoeea, ‘their November: statements
represented the first uttered on the subject since the end of the ‘War by men
prominent in German political life, The’ etatements were forthrlght and represe
-an excellent beginning, “The President and Chancellor deplored the: I:)rwt;a.‘ut’..'Le«~l
of the Nazi regime, promised to meke restitution to the victims to the extentq
that restitution is possible, admitted that the Germens had reason to feel -
fcollectively ®aghamed" for belonging to .a people who had subgected the’ Jews
’ unprecedented slaughter (though rejecting the concept of “collective guilt")
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and invited the German Jews. to return to Germany to help in its reconstructlon
and to reintegrate into its economic and cultural life,

' I am reasonably certain that the appeal for the return of the Jews
who had’ migrated from Germany was gennine. Yet, assuming that this sentiment
.was shared by Jews everywhere, it 1s safe to conjecture that the appeal will
‘fall on deaf ears, The reason is obvious.. Virtually the only Jews who ‘have
been returning to Germany, and they in trickles, are the aged, They are the
‘people who were unable to make an adjustment in the country of asylum and were
drawn back to the land with which their memories are associated. and where they
feel at home. The Jews who were forced to flee have, in the main, nursed a
deep resentment and profound disappointment that their friends and: neighbors
‘were indifferent to their plight, during the period when Hitler sueceeded in
mobilizing the country's sentiments against then; It would be impossible to
‘plumb the depths of their feelings towards those who actively partlcipated in.
‘their expulsion and in-the extermination of their loved ones, Moreover,  the .

- men of ability have taken root elsewhere and it is hardly thinkable that they
would return to resume their lives in an environment which is still hostile to.
“the peoples of their faith, The permanent Jewish community in Germany is
‘pregently in an amorphous stage, yet to be erystallized, 4t best, for the Jews
“who left Germany this country today represents a soecial vacuum in which llfe
'would thP little meaning.

Probably the most significant aspect of the Heuss and Adenauer’
‘statements is the press reaction to them. In the main, the press reported the
..statements without.comment or with. comments which were lukewarm,. . .This.would. .

Jjustify the conclusion that the issue the Germen lcaders raised is still taboo.
Jor,.-what.is more. likely, that what they-said- repreScnts their- personal philosophy~v
and not the .convictions of the Germen. people. This bears out my personal:
éxperience, In the course of my four and a half years tour of duty in Germany
I met Germans who. had the courage to reject anti-Semitism durlng the Nazi reglme
and Germans who, today, are outspoken protagonists for-a world in which all

- groups, including Jews, can live in security. At this stage, however, I feel

that these people are a pitifully asmall mlnorlty and are hardly a factor'in the
national psychology of thc German peOple.

» I am in complete agreement with Mr. Groansteln‘s observeations on
‘anti-Semitism, expressed in his report of 1 November 1949, -and would merely
underscore the need for our own understandlng that active anti-Semitism is not
only a symptom of moral rot but is a sure sign that the other evils of the
- Nazi regime still persist in Germany. At a conference in Heidelberg, convéned
on 31 July 1949 to discuss the future of German Jowry, Mr. McCloy stated that
Geruany's ‘treatment of its Jews will be & barometer of its regeneration as a
demeeratic force. I believe that this view is unassailable.‘ ~In our approach-
to the German people we should stress the fact that it is at leesst as much

if not morec, in their own interest as- it is in the interest of the Jewish geople
.that they forsake their anti-Semltism. '

G Summary

The wolfare of the Jewish DPs in Germany and Lustrla was the primary
concern of the Adviser's Office during the four years of its existence. Having
been- associated with that offics for the past three end a half years, I was in
the position to obsecrve the Jewish DP- problom develop in the various stages
through which it passed, -
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When the war ended it was found that only about 30,000 Jews had

f surviveﬁ the concentration camps in Germany and Austria, The repatriation or
resettlement of these would have been no major task, The real Jewish DP
problem was created by the post-war influx of approximstely 170,000 Jews from
‘Poland, Rumania, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia, who fled either becauge of .
‘pogroms, because of fear of physical violence, because of their rejection of
Commmnism as a way of life, and, to use their own words, because they could not
live in the "graveyards" of their families and friends, It is an ironic twist
of history that these people, running away from actual or potentlal persecu~
tion, should have come to the very country which unloosed the forces that led
up to their plight, Inherent in this situation, hiwever, was the greatest.
tribute to thé American people. The refugees did not come to Germeny; they
came to receive the protection of the armed forces of the country in. ‘which. they
1nst1nct1vely'had a consumate faith, Their instincts served them well, for in
the US Zones of occupation they received the care and treatment that enabled ,
them not only to regain their health but rsstored in them a poaitive faith in
themselves and in their own future,

To me it was constant source of amazement that men tralned to fight
cOuld, when catapulted into positions requiring ckills totally unrelated to
their previous experiences, show the social vision they displayed in the hand-
ling of the many complex problems the Jewish DPs presented. Sometimes it
-appeared to the men on the operational level thet the. DPs were too great a
burden and that they interfered with functions which they regasrded more germane
" to the Army's mission in Germany and Austris, However, the men responsible for
shaping and implementing American policy in Germany and Austria, Generals

" Elsenhower; MclNarney, Clay, Huebner, Clark and hcves énd Mr, MeCloy, and their =
immediate staffs, generated a spirit through thexr comnands in the presence of =

rwlish the "ifpaticnce with the DPs was dissipated. It 1€ to the everlasting
credit of these men that they recognlzed that the Jewish segment of the
‘general DP population hed been Hitler's chief victims and gave these people
preferential treatment -when and so long as Justice warranted it.

During the past three and a half years our office made meny re-
COmmendations on behelf of the Jewish DPs, Almost with no exception, every
Tequest which could, witiin the framework of our occupation policy, be met,
'was readily met, Aided by UNRRA, the IR0 and by the Jewish voluntary agencies,
notably the American Joint Distrlhution Committee and the Jewish Agency for
Palestine, the Army pursued a course which led to the rehabilitation of several
hundred thousand lives who had all but lost falith in humanity., In so doing
the US Army in Germany and. Austria, in my oplnion, raigsed its own stature as -an
instrument of a living. democracy., :

Equallv éeserv1ng of praise are the Jewish DPs themselves. bhat
happened to these people collectively has, to my knowledge, no parallel in the
history of eivilized men, All of them were uprooted from their homes, many

were the sole survivors of their immediate families, and nearly all will, as
~ long &5 they livé, be tortured by the gnawing memories of childrem, wives,
husbands, parents and other kin breathing their last before a Nazi firing
squad or expiring in a sealed freight car, in a gas chamber, in a crematorium;
or in a living grave. In the light of these shattering losses, which were
sufficient to unbalance the most sturdy, their record in Germeny and Austria,
‘especially for the resilience they displayed, for the self-restraint they

exercised, and for the will to live they dnmonstrated, deserves a special - H“‘ “ B

place of ‘honor in the story of rankind,
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o ‘ : HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN COMMAND _
Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs
APO 403, U:S. Army

2 De’cexﬁbef 'l'9h9

Dear Mp. Grossmann: .’

“Thank you kmdly for your‘ letter of 9 Novembér and )
the mclosures, dealmg with the emlgr'atlon of Jews to Australla.

Apparently the Jews on the spot’ feel that the Au-‘
strallan immigration policy has no. anti-Semitic J.mpllcatlons.
Perhaps ‘they are the best judge of this matter. I may be in-~
‘clined to. a defeatist view, but with Israel presenting a real
alternative for thé Jews who want to quit the European conti-
nent, I am very much tempted to follow.a simple - formula about
emlgr‘atlon to other countries; namely, any country which does
not want Jews does not deserve them.

Thé.next time I -have occasion-to- speak with-the -« - mreood.

mlocalﬁ "expert.s“ on the subject of emgratlon to Australis I w1ll

- --show -them-your-letter-and- will- share-with-you-their-reactions: T &

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM S, HYMAN
Major” FA
- Acting Adviser
‘on Jewish Affairs

¥Mr'. Kurt Grossmann
World Jewish Congress — e
1834 Broadway ' '

New York 23, N.Y.
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HEADQUARTERS o 4 ¢ 7 .
EUROPEAN COMMAND
- . Office of the Adviser on' Jewish Affairs =
APQO. 403, U.S. Army

*y 2 December 1949

~ Dear Mr. Grossmann:

- ‘ Since ‘receiving-your'leétter of 4 November I hHawve had = =~~~ v
a number of talks with the people here working in Germany on
emigration and am now convinced that no real problem is pre--
Sented with respect to the disqualification of people belonging
to certain Zionist organlzatlons. On close guestioning I find
that perhaps in one or two instances havé men been’ declared -
ineligible where the suspicion has existed that the disquali-
' fying factor is membership in a so-called left wing Zionist
organization. | Actually, this membership may have been only a
clue to other affiliations. In any event, there is now a
fairly unanimous feeling that ndé issue should be made of this
matter. Thank you kindly for keeping me informed on this =~ =~
“‘problem. Also nw%tnm thanks for your good wishes on my recent

' mappo:.ntment. /nof&wa\ e e e e e

Slncerely yours,

~_Acting Adviser
on Jewish Affairs

) Mr. hurt. (:I‘ossmann T
World Jewish Congress .

1834 Broadway

,New York 23, .?f.‘ '
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HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN COMMAND
Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs
APO 403, U.5. Army i

10 November 1949

Dear Mr. Grossmann:

Subsequent'to my last commnication with you relative to the dis-

crimination against members of left wing Zionist organizations,

T

discussed the problem with any number of people engaged in various
aspects of the US Displaced Persons immigration. I:fing that the

situation was blown up to the Droportlons that do not square wit
_the actual facts. :

h

Apparently, Mr. Ortner of the HIAS felt that in a few cases people

. sponsored by the HIAS were béing rejected because of their affiliation .~

with certain Zionist parties. My subsequent investigation leads
. me.to.believe. that there is no.such policy.-being. pursued by the-DP. -
Commission. The individuals involved looking for an. explanation
for their rejection may have hit upon the disclosure of their member=

ship in these organlzathns as the reason end Mr. Ortoer, in his.
zeal, may have veneralized from these few aspecific instances,

My present estlmated situation is that the entire problem does not

merlt any further investigation or future. 1ntervent10n On.your
behalf, I think that the Congress representations to the State
Department, which you describe in your letter of October 28th,

will.serve as a preventative in the event that such discrimination

is contemplated.
With best wishes. I am
Sincerely yours,

ARRAHAM S.- Al

.. Major v FA
Acting Adviser

: on Jewish Affairs

ASH/rs

Mr. Kurt R. Grossmann

“efoWorld Jewish Congress

1834 Brosdway, New York City
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P want ta get an.‘_the infemtiem avanabm. :
| S _.ﬁé_'n'k: you f‘.dr,your eeomraf;ion-

Very sinaera ly yours,

Ruvt K. Gro

. mess | 1317892



_ .ﬁsﬁviser” on. szi@»_hffaira.

Ocﬁoha? 7, 1949

Promt Robert S, Marcus-
. Cg’ 55!‘, P@ligr’ yr‘ P’ ga‘m

T have a eaz:y of a eommmicatim of Segtmbar 0tk addressed to. ymﬁ by
“your Yaghington remmmtatim eanwming;_\ﬂm ‘exolusion of members of

“fron the benefits o

certain Zionist
gme I 2‘)’&8 Wr}f 1 B
gince we, had armg@d @ith e an of ysrnr dep&rtmmt &a ham the
?JG mﬂ@rﬁaka mﬁiun in this mat.tm'.

£ «the}‘;isz;laeaa Persons m-

o /,zw
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copy ~ BQBARTERS .
' ' %URQ?E&? COMMAND
Office of the Adviaer om
J@ﬁah Affairs
APO- 403, u.a Army

‘Septauber 0. 1949 -
' Dear Dr. Kobin@n: o

ﬁitm.n the past aaveml waka wa leamaa tmt the :3?‘ @m& s&sn,
m&m&t«ﬂy on instrustions from Kaahingtﬁn, WGE tuming down for e
tion to the Statas aggliesntfs who am mbera af 80me O t,&
left wing Zionist partiscs. The: .
 were umable to sscortain. apeai
48 our collective guess that. they ave . ' I ORe - -
8inco these partiea are ‘ddentified with t.he Hapam in Iarml, Bumed -
“that thegy follow. the "parﬁy line®. 'and are ragaxrdea a8 mdaairablav -
) temigrmt:lma ta tha BS. I ’

_ V Ws hmre not bsan able at *hia abaga to astdme.te what offee.t this
‘,,,,rvz}.ing mx have on ﬁs .mgmﬁam ?bwewr, it is a-&fa w aaaaae t_hat.

8, the p&rﬁ
. sgsume. yhat. o

j % yma hava my a%her thaaght.a on this wmw?

 With best mm, I am

| | Slaceroly, |
T e (agd)&bm Sodman
: | Abrahas 5. Hymen

‘Hajor - JAGe.

: . Aasidtant to the :
Adviaer on. Jmiah Affairs :

- Q ‘,_@gg;;@»; 2 | (ft}/ 317594
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FINAL REPORT
| o ,

MAJOR ABRAHAM S. HYMAN

ACTING ADVISER ON JEWISH AFFAIRS
TO US COMMANDS GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

HEIDELBERG, GERMANY ' l  JANUARY 30, 1950
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TO: AﬁéfieaﬁAJewishtéémhittéé

January 30, 1950

American Joint Distribution Committee
Jewish Agency for Palestine
World Jewlsh Congress

In his final report 9£,.Hovmb¥1:s 1y 1949 My, -Greenstein gave you

resume:of the developments in the US Zones of occupation during the period

he served as Advider on: Jewish Affairs. His tour of duty én838~oh October 15,

1949&v,ln this report I‘uill indicate the developmants between October 15 and

December 3, 1949 (ths date our office formally closed) and give you my

. estimata Of the preaent siﬁuation in Germany and &ustria."vm‘

1 5ha}.1 take up the matter in the following orders

AI.? Developments in Germany anﬁ Austria between October 15 and December 31,1949.

‘Rsaettlement :
» . Infiltration s .- P

Rémoval of Pre-fabricated Houses f
Legislation Affacting DFp

Restitutién - Germany
Restitution « Austria

Equalization~of War Burdens

Adeneuer and Heuss Interviaws

Publication of Records of Tr1a1 of Major Nurnberg Var Crimes Cases:
Completion of Talmud -

Oberammergey Passion Play

- Developmants .on Coordinating C&mmittee sroposed at Heidelberg

Conference of July 31, 1949 ;.

I1, Estimate of Preaent Situation 1n Germany and Austria

4, .

b,
Ce
d.

) Population as of December 3} 1949

Commeénts on Permanent Germen Jewish ocommunities
Gomments on-Permenent Austrian Jewish communities
Gbservations on the Ultimate Solutlon of the DP Problem

III Creation of Goordinating Group for ,he US Zone, Germany

A IV. Appreciations

317905
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I. DEV@LOPMENTS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA BETWEEN OCTOBER 15 AND
DECEMBER 31, 1949,
a, Hesettlement a . -
The figures below indicate the re;eﬁti;hent ofAthe Jewish DPs from

Germany and Austrie-betweem October:15 and December 31, 1949:

Destinstion ~ ' :Geyrmeny - - Austria - - - Grand Total
Ierael -~ - 0,763 .- 1038 - lsor:. .
USA ‘ 5730 567 A 6297
Other countries @ = 250 . - ... 490 740
Total ‘ ) 6243 i2025 8838

b, ‘_filtration from East European Gountries o

During the last quarter of 1949 there was still Substantial infiltra~
| tlon from the countries within the Russian orbit. A total of 1980 reached the
'US sector of Vlenna durlng thls period‘ The following are the figures on
~infiltration from the sastern countries for the entire year 1949, as reflected

in the registrations at the AJDC sponsored Rothschlld Hospital in Viennat

January f‘f  ?24f'i‘
February - ST
March:- - -~ 1,229 "
spril © 0 o 2,813
May L -2,112
June B ¥4 0) B
“July 0 T 1548
Avgust . . 1,7%7 '
September - 496
“Oetober - A
November- 773
Decémber : L bl
5T0TAL 13,008 008‘

Apnroximately one;half of thoae who entered durlng the 1ast three months
came from kungArv and the remalnder from Czechoslovakia, Roumania and Poland,"
with the preponderant number from Czechoslovekia, The 1nvalidat10n of all
Czéchoslovakian passports on quember 30, 1949, will more than likely result
in even increased infiltration from that country, This is anticipated notwith-

standing the faet thet legal migration from Czechoslovakia to Israel is still

possible. ‘ 3 1 9;3 O 08
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The reasons the newcomers #ssign«for breaking out of their countries are
those which have previously been indicated in the reports of our office, To
_recapitulate, they are (1) the inability to adjust to Cowmunism; (2) the desire
to overcome the ban on legal migrationutosIsrael, aéyinvthe,oaseaofAHungary;
(3) the mistaken belief that regardless of thair late dste of arrival, they
willAbe able to get toutheaUnited*Staies under the DP Abt,‘with relative ease;
-and.(4) the feeling that inevitably the curtain will be rung down on them and
they will find ‘themselves permanently cut offiﬁrom bhe fest;df Jewry, | _

alh Austria the infiltrees hQVB,tqgthia dafq posed no apeciqi\problam. The
. . basic ration:for the refugees in the Vienna -installations. (Rethschild,

. : Artsberger and the AJDC Resettlement Home) is supplied by the Austrian Govern-

ment. .Those who, for gundry. reasons, mast; g9 into the camps in - the Zone, are

n~maintained by tha AJDC, A8 of December 31, 1949, the AJDC :was pwovidlng full

L maintenance;for”only~100 of the newcomers,

It 48 estimated - that approximately 500 of the. inflltreea have entered the
‘ US“Zone,~Germany, nd are dispersed among the camps in the che. Being |
{inellgible for IRO ‘cars, - they are dependent upon the camp generesity for their
maintenance;»fWithingthe'past,few nonths hheir situation has deteriprated
 ~becahse the: camp administrations no 1ongef havé tbe’axbess-raiions tbéf had «
- when ‘the -camps were larger and when the populatien was . more. fluid.v ﬁé~a result
of . this development these newcomsrs have been . pressing for greater asaistance
A frbm the ATIC,

Removal -of Prenfabrigated Houseg

On the eve of Mr. Greenstein’s departure from Germany our office was
informed of the declsion reached by the High Oonmlssioner‘s Legal Advzser,
iauthorizing DPs leaving Germany in group movements to take witn then pre—faﬁri~
| icated houses as thenr personal baggage. This interpretation of the regulatlons

was urged by our office.' Until the oplnlon was rendered it was generally

¢ -

é o 31T907
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believed that DPa could remove such property only pursuant to special 1icensef
‘Although no one to date has taken advantage of this ruling, we are informed
‘that plans are taking shape for the removal :of about 500 housing units to

Israel, with funds secured from restitution,

d. Developments in Legislation Affgcting DP§s
(1) ‘sbolition of mass raids,:
“In view of thé reduced number of Jewish DP camps in the Us Zons,

Germany; and the cessation of ”businées“-venﬁures against which raids were
: geﬁerally‘direﬁted; the problem of'mass'raids“has’béepmé aﬁ“agade&ic issue,
Hovever, 1t is of interést to mention'that on November 8, 1949; a EUCOM direc-
tive went into effaet which‘abolisheé massfraids‘in DP .camps and substituted
normal procedurevon Search~ané~arrest, as sanctionaé}by“the ﬁhgld-Amsrican
logal tradition,- 'i’his&iréc‘:t;ve culminates 34 years of intermittent dis-
cussioﬁs’withftaé military suthorities in which our office consistently main-
tained thaﬁrmaéa raids are ineffepti%e’as*a law enforcement' technique and, to
the extent that théy‘afe*predieated bnimass responsibility fér unlawful conduct
"of one or several persons,«are,incongistént with our con%ept‘of~justioe,' The

- reids were'ﬁsed ¢ﬂief1y as a ﬁeépon:agaigst'Bladk-markét offenders who, pre-
" sumably, uéed the DP camps &s gaaeg of operstion, Experiencé”has p;pven‘whaﬁ
our office repeatedl} urged;.namely;ithatinot police measures but thé avail-
" ability of consumers goo&s en the legitiﬁate market‘is ihe only entidote against
the black market, | B |

. {2) Proposed grant of limited criminal jurisdictlon
over DPs to German courts

: In will be recalled that in the Occupation Statute the occupatlon
authorlties reserved control over the military forces and over dlsplaced per-
sons. On November 18, 1949, the three High Commlssloners adopted Allled High
Comm1831on Law 13, entltled “JudiC1al Powers in the Reserved Fields. The

law provides, among other things, that except as expressly authorized by each

317908
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High Commiseioner in his Zone, Germaﬁ coufts_vill not exercise'crim;nal
jurisdiction over the oscupation forces and’over HighkﬂdmmissiOnev personnel,
On ‘the’ ‘strength of this law the US High Gommissioner has praposed a
" Taw® ehtitled Judicial Powers in ‘the -Reserved Fields and Relief from Unlawful
' Reatraint."’”If*aﬂapted; this law would extendvthe criminal‘Jurinietion of

Gorman courts in the' US Zone to ‘inelude allied’ nationdls (exclusive: of

o dééﬁpatibh férces:éﬁd5Hiéh306ﬁﬁiésiqner pérﬁbhﬂel)“and'o@er'ﬂidpléeed*peraons,

2ffinemeht The proposed msasure carries the praviao that even in’ this Iimited
'jurisdictional sphere, the allied natienal or diSpiaced ‘person may, by filing
“a’ timely petition, remove his case to one of the US Districts Courts for
 Germaﬂy. There 1s every réason to believe that- thia regulation w111 with
‘minor modiflcations, ultimataly be adopted: - '

- Ourqoffice abstained'fram eXpreesing Our*¢iéﬁé on %hisJiSsﬁe fdr a
number of reasons, - One, we felt that we could not ask for more favnrable treat-
“ment for displaced peraons than the High Commisaioner was ‘prepared- to extend x
to non-occupation allied nationals (US, French, and Engliah nationala doxng
business or visiting the Zone), two, there has aluays been respectable opinlon
to the” effect that Jewish DPs could " fara as well in German ccurts ag in. the
American tribunals;'thrae,'we'did“not regard the qusstion as _crucial since we
"thought the’ right of election wes adequate to protect the DP’uho preferred to .
© be judged by an American court, and’ four, we beliaved that it vag important for
“the” DPs who are still’ here to realize that if they remain in Germany they muet
1’ineV1tab1y Jose their extratgrritorial :ightaland be amenable to-the local-laws
on pafity with the general ‘German popuiétioh. Their‘présent'inéulérify teﬁaaxk
to perpetuate among the Jewish DPs the bellef that they will always be regarded
‘a8 a special privileged class aﬂd “in’ th1s reapect, has a bearing on their

" ultimate decision with respect to resettlement

(qver)



ey Restitution - (ermany

| | - (1) Request for repeal of zonal laws,

It was inevitelle that soomer. or later the dormant hostility te the
zonal restitutien laws vould eome touthe»surféee.-nThe first serious sigé‘oi
this. hestlli%y appeared. on. November 4, 1949, when the Freie Demokrat&sahe
.-Partei introduced e reaelution in tho Bundeatag (Parliament) requesting per-

- migsien of the eacupazimn authori%ieﬁ to substidute o Paderal restibution law
fer the aoaal laws and - %o Kelé all restitntien esges in abeyaace, panéing the
- adoption of such a. 1aw. : B - ,
‘In‘praseating:the“regelaxiaa'thé party spokesman upgqg §nat:;t;was.
.- imperative to have uniformity threugheut Western G?rmgny~;pjths f;&}dggf
restitution, Aﬁt&ally; Hnif@r@;t&fhas; ip:ailg;gs measure, glr@ady_bgap :
_achieved. The resitytion laws in effect in the US Zome, in the British Zone
- and in the Westsrn ssecters oleorliﬁ afa virtpailxridgntieé;wang the French
~authorities atre reputed to‘bethrking on revisiens of theif;zana}flgp,po bring
-it in lire with the others, .. | ’ 

- - The resolutien proved te be only a trial balloon and was not presented.
- on ;hagfleer ferAéeﬁake,; Howaver, we felt that_g@ aau}é.aegyigners;tgis
t<manéuven;Vfirst,;S@ﬁau&eltofée so vould eﬂseuyage‘oﬁherlparﬁiesstsneengelidate
. their stremgth in a drive t@‘dilﬁte:the restiﬁutien!lawé (uhi;h }s,the»réal :
,motive'erﬁthe requested ehange); ard, seecond, it was represented to us that
*ﬁhe‘expeetations en the papt of potential pesﬁitutersuhhat a watered-down law
might pass was having a aampeniﬁgvérfegt on. the amieabie‘gettlementvofv
%estitu@ienAc;aims.,~

I presented.the matter to Mr. McCloy whe readily agreed thap the
situétipn:called for a declaration of policy ég his part., On December 19
he announced threugh the press that no material changes in the restitution law

were contemplatea.
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(2) ' Administrative changes in restitution, -~

“fo febleoewihexﬁoerﬁ of Review wﬁiohéhédkbeen“eéféhlished as the court
“faf:ig§£‘£é§35t3éﬁéer the ‘restitution Iaﬁ;:eﬁd*iﬁiéﬁ was recently abolished,.
'"a}fesiitéti&n:ﬁénéi“haé’56é5>eet up‘in“thé“63120ne.‘*The~panel~canstscs‘of
'Jone member of the present United States Gourt ‘of ‘Appesals for Germany and one
‘ﬁformer member of the Boaré ‘of Review, I’anm reliably informed that the generel
'attituﬂes of these men towards “the problem of ‘restitution are’ very healthy.

" In line uith his determinatién to provent the restitution lew from
- bOgging down because of delays in litigation,'Mr‘ Hocloy eppointeé‘in*neoember'
a court expediter s & member of his legal sﬁaff, whose aole fhnotian it will

" e to ‘follow the progress of restitiition cases through the oOurte ‘and ‘to -mske

"; s to speed up their £inal 6isposition._
Cor Regtigut;gn - gggtrga: R |
SR k ~ (1) Proposed amendment of the Third" Restitution Law
In Anetria the restitution picture has vorsened. There had been

‘Wmounting opposition to Austria's basic restitution lew (the Third) end it was

tlva foregone conclusion ‘that & victory for the extreme right wing in the October5'

:eleotions uould ‘be followed by parliamentary action to weaken.the ‘Yaw in favor
of the preaent holdere of Aryenized property. The victorious neo—Nazi |
Independent party apparently considered 1t politically inexpedient to teke

the initietive in this fleld. However, the right wing boys!t of the Volka-
partei lTost no time ﬁoApfoﬁoee a number of amendments which etrike et the
"Avery roots of ‘the Austrian restitutlon law. . | | |

In essence, the lew as it stands today provides for the return of

" property transférred by & persacutee ‘during the pericd °f the Anschluss,

ihexcept in those cases whére the Aryanizer ‘can effirmatively show ‘that the
:transaction would ‘have teken place in the ebsence of Netional Socialism, The

proposed amendments would replace the legal mresumption of confiscation by the

’ ‘ . 34(31‘3
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rule that rest1tut10n>;s”mandatory onJy in cases where the price was inadequate
-or where the seller was not free to select his purchaser- would require the
return of the purchase priece irrespactiva of the seller's power of disposition
. over the prpcaeds'ofchq5sgle;_ycgld dispepse w}tybphe pgov?a;ppAthat one of

‘the assegsors in the Restitution Chembers must be & member °an_P9T5¢°Q§95

‘classy and would permit the review of all adjuﬁicated céses in the light of the

.‘;1aw -a8- amended . Experts who work in the field of restitution in Anstria

;@malntaln that the adoption of these amendments wauld be tantampunt to a repeal
. of .the Third Restitution Law. .
. In the meantime the Austrian press has thrown its full walght behind
-.the proposed amendments. The effect of the mere 1ntroduotion of the measu;e
has already been felt by those who have reacquired thelr property.: They com-
plain that they find it difficult to resell it because of ‘the existlng threat
that .title of the property may, if the amendments are adopted, revert to the
- former owners. L

~In connection w1th this subject it should be noted that if the Austrian :
parliament passes. these amendmants they will become law unless the occupying
~powers unanimouslx dlsapprove them\ The implications of this are. clear, Every
veffoxpﬁmust>bevmade,that US Element 1n Austrla exert its 1nf1uence to have these

'g'gamendments withdraun, There is every reascn to belisve that 1f they are put to

. .a vote they wlll be adopted and ultlmately ratifiedt_

(2) Disposition of heirless property.. | )
No progressyhas beeqlmade in the ppegtion qf;an‘heirless pfoperty fund.
... The most recent;“wriﬁkle" of the Austrian géthdrigies,ggems to be that since
ﬁ,the proposed tregty_with‘Austrig‘dgals_wiphjthia,suﬁject théx atergggggllgg
. to wéip until the treapy isvad0pggg,i Thair{éo_c;lled»congcience would trouble

. them, they say, if they did anything inconsistent with the treaty provisions,
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g~ Equalizaﬁion of Var. Burdeps. ;- - .

' Although there hds been no reoent devolopments on the dssue preeented

" by the Equalization of Burdens Law, I want to mention the subject in connec~

©%ioh idth my last oonference~withoMr.vMccloya3m0nlthat:occaaion.Igsubmitted
for hie approvel abdraft copy~of ﬁy prbposed report to the Department of the
. Army,l In it I took oognizanoe of the prineipal objection to exempting the.
properﬁy of pereecutees frem the provisions of the law, namely& that the term
_ "persecutee" ie too elestic to admit of exaot deftnition. I euggeated that
this adminiatrative obstacle could be aurmounted by adopting the formula that
'fonly property'which is restituted shall enjoy the exemption. I suhmitted that
. in sueh cases the persecutee status of the claimant 18 elwaye 1n issue and is -
>’. forma1ly adjudieatea,>t PO E esana gl R z
::: o Hhile Mr. McGloy maée ne afflrmative comment on this phaee of the -
jfreport he voioed no objection. I am inclined to believe that‘Mr McCloy 8
A.:j vievs on thie metter are sympathetio and that glven some encouragement from
x:vthe States, he would eettle the issue satiafactorily. S
r}.'.. gggmer am BetMterviews oo

In one of his early conferences wlth Mr.'McGloy, Mr. Greenstein

f'underecored a baeic reality, about post»wer German leacershlp, uhen he

‘l_directed Mr. McCley's attention to the fact that no German leader hed appar-
ently consxoered it politically profitable to openly disavow Nazism. Mr.

‘ Greenstein suggested thet disapp01ntment on this gcore might be communicated

o to the leaders of nhe Vest German Republlo; Thia suggestion resulted in the

”statements (reported in Mr. Greenetein 8 final report) issued by Chancellor
' Adenauer and Preaident Heuss on the eve of 1ast Rosh Hashana. » o

i o The letter part of November, Karl Marx, the editor ofAJueélschee
"“'“Gemeindeblett Allgemelne, interv1ewe3 Chancellor Adenauer on hie attitude

‘ towards the Jews, I preeume that the prees in the Stetee gave the full inter-

.(over) : - 3 i, 'l‘ g l
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‘view the prominence which it deserved, - I will, therecfore, not comment on it,
" except to indicate that one phase of the intervliew gave us. some eoncern,

“It will be'reOallaﬁ<that'in answer to a question on what the Eederal
Government intended to do sbout restitution, Adenauer enswered, in part, the
- followingt

. The Federal Government will direct its speelal
attention towards the equalization of the economic
damages done to the Jewish peopls,. The present
legislation needs many corrections and amendments,
- The State of Israel is the visible collection of
the Jews of all nationalities, The Federal Govern-
ment intends to give to the State of Israel gooda - .
of the value of 10 million Deutschemarks as a first
‘direct token that the injusties done to the Jews all
~over the world haa to made good,
'When I learned that the publication of the interview would indioate that
Adenauar ¥ offar had Mr McCloy’s backing, I called Mr McCloy and advised
. _against having his name: assoclated with the interview or any part of 1t I
made two points in this connection' One, the statement would be more effeetive
'if it appeared as the credo of the Chancellor and not as a statament inspired
by the US High Gommissioner, and two, the offer of any specifio sum and,
especially, of- tho teken sum of 10 million Leutschmarks was, “the least to say,
‘1Mp011t10 and should not have been made in advance of deflnite assurence that
Iarael woulé accept it. I pointed out that Israol would be bound to reject the
proposal if only in responso to its public opinion, and that if Mr McGloy’s
.name is idantlfied wlth the propositlon, the reaction from Israel would be a
repudiation of an Amerioan sponsored offer., Mr McCloy indicated that although
he had on occasions spoken to the German authorltiea on the need for comlng
out in the open on.the Jewish question, he at no time was consulted on
Adenauer's overtures to Israel. Moreover, he agreed tnat his name should not
be drawn xio the matter. Although it vas too late to delete hlS name from the
published stories, fortunately, it was not mentloned in such a way a8s to
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On November 28,‘1949y’imme5i§£ely folidwing the Adénauer’intérview{‘;‘
‘Mariofi’ 21d of the Jewish Daily Forward mzeﬁiewaday;aea;dént} Heuss. While
admitiigg‘that the German péopla?shouidffeelx9ollectivéiy»"éébamed?ﬁtpr,' oo
' “belonging to a people who had subjected the Jewa'to~£hé<unpraéedenteé:alaéghﬁér,
fhe rejected the 1dea of" “collective guilth of the German peopla., Hézanﬁoﬁnced

“-V that & apecial sectidn ‘on’ Jewish affairs would be set up within the deeral

- Govarnmeht ‘and " welcomed "the return of every German Fow- vho had not severed
his culturul economic and personal ties uith Germany," . '
On December 27ﬁb I wrote you on: the situatian with respect to the

“designation of a person te reprosent- the Jews of Germany at Benn. It is still

E ny belief‘that the pmimary reason th&t Heues* proposal standa little chance of

"*wimmediate implemantatian 1s that thers is no. Jew, with 1ntantions to remain in

- Germenyy uho has the requisite atature for- the postk

In his finkl report Mr, Greenstein: expressed ‘his. viewa on anti-

lsémitism in Germany. Nothing haa developed sinoe hig departure ‘which would:

c ‘warrant eonclusions different from those he farmulated during ‘his- tour of duty."

e By way of a footnote to his analysis I want merely to. mention that the German

<‘fpreas, ‘by ‘and large, eithar refrained from’ commenting on the. Adenauer=and Heuss f

”fstatementa or were 1ukewarm in their approval,. SETA - .f,w A‘” : E

”ji.: Puglication of ‘Re ord ") Tri’l ' Mgiggmﬁgg§§~_g War’ Grimes Casea }“
y attention was: ealled to ‘the fact. that the: publication in German of

;‘the records of -the . Nurnberg: Har Crimea trials (Justices, Eoctars, Generals,
Industrialists, Diplomats and. SS oases) had baen suepended and that the-g
uncompleted portlon had. been turned over to the Nurnberg German archives‘ The -
publication of the origina;;gggqrdai;n Eggl;sh‘also~m¢t‘with‘gesistange,in the

"' States and thé'projgot wes forhafwhile»abéndoned;oh the groundlthaf‘tﬁese records
wouidxserve;nO'useful purrosse, ~Recent1y,¥however3’the State Department and the
Department of the Army reconsidered thls deciuion and -determined to complete -

the project,-at government expeuse, ‘ e 3:1 E)]_J
- ' (over) ‘
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. It was my opinion, fortified by the views of Mr, Ferencz of. the Jevigh
Restitution Successor Organization, who personally prosecuted one of the cases
and who has an intimate knowledge of: the weelth of material in all the cases,
‘that these records should be made available to the: Gorman faadihg,public;v 1
- discussed the matter with Mr§<M901oy who-agréed witb my‘views and indicated
E that‘hé‘ﬁoﬁld%try to find the meaﬁé“to imp&ehent the-reco&mgndation& I am
informed that thé'matterfhas'beenfrefeired to Washiﬁgtén fér approval;v

J¢ Completion of ‘the Télgggfﬁ s .

-‘UponiﬁabbijBefnStgia‘s recbmméhﬁatiob;,Géﬁaral MeNarney -approved a

project in 1946 for the printing of the Telmud by Avny, with funds to be
supﬁliéd“by«the.Gerﬁan.économ&;‘ Aside frém mééting~a,neeé for théiTalmud_among
_ the DP rébbis and DPFsamiﬁafiés,iit wasg felt;pfeeminehtly;just‘ﬁhat an edition
of “the Telmud be printed on the very soiluwhere»i£ had:on&waecently beén
uregarded“asfanathemé; The‘pfojéct:Vas begun in i@éf»and waS;delayed”bacéuse'of.
'ipaper shbrtagus; “The original estiﬁatea“calied‘for 50 sets ‘of . 16: volumes each,
' fThe‘AJDC‘joined inutha»project.;nd‘undertqok}to pay tha;éost ofgp:ipt;ng 600“

3 ad@itfonal séts; After quvolquS‘Qerenéﬁmp?eted it was‘diaccvorad-thgt‘thé'
sets could mot be printoé;in leés,than~19~v§lumes-éaeh.A,This entailed an
expenditure of- "33,'.750‘ De#.i?_achtémarks;‘;in;x eddition to the origin@i appropriation
“of'iSO,OOO;'~On'our:recomméndation:xheCUS author;tiea'approved'tﬁe additional
sum, With this obstacls remdved,«thé‘hiStoric eoition of the Talmud, dedicated
by the DP‘Eabbinate'to,the ﬁS.Army cf~0¢cupatioﬁ,'should be'pOmpleied~by iune
)-éf'this year, . |

ke Confsrences on Oberammergau Pagsion Play

Some time age the American Jewish Committoe and the Anti-Defamation
League asked our office to investigate reports that Military Government had
' approved a German request. to éolicit-funds in the United States for the

support of the Obsrammergeu Passion Play. Mr, Greenstein discussed the play
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with the authorities and was 1nformed that Military Government con51dered it
'ﬁa cemmercial enterprisé and would, therefore, not approve the.reeueet“
Moreover, Military Government aaaured Mr, Greensteln that it would use its :
”A:pouers to prevent the pley from belng used as & vehicle Yo, etiqulate qntiu B
Semitism in (}ermaurxy.~ L ” ' N
Military Government proved its neutrality’on this ‘issue when it 618- 
~.approved Oberammergau‘s first appixcation for &, 1oan, whose -proceeds were to _
- »be used in. 1mproving hOusing in Oberammergau ‘and in ‘the purchase of. materlal

;frequired in the proéuqtion of the play. This-rullng wes-in keepingAwith ‘

polxcy deaigned to disc0urage the German c¢ities from overextending - themselves

ﬁbﬁfznancially. This policy waa 1ater ehanged in. favor of -allowing the German

commnnities greater economic freedom, and when ‘the: clty of. Oberammergau filed
! second ‘request for a loan it met with. immediate Military Government approval-
After.xr.’Greenstein!s depar&ure we vere fnrther urged to discuss_tne
. .play with the proper euénoriries with. the-view ofweliminating objectionableAA

features and of. preventing the exploitatian of the play for anti-Semitic

.., purposes, . At a. meeting arranged for . us. by the Lang: Commissaoner for Bavaria

... Chaplain Barish and. I conferred thh ‘the. mdynr of Oberammergau and the: director

-,of the play, the Lang brothers. The meeting.with the Germans was a frlendly

one, It.was, apparent tha% they Were eager-. tg avoid unfavorable publicity and

.+ would be. receptive to 8NY;- reasonable suggestlons.. Wa: felt that there was no

.point in. suggesting any change in the text preper and therefore dwelt on the
-need. for an appropriate introductien to be recited at each performance, ‘which
might serve. 1o create the proper mood for a wholesome audience reaction. An a
eubsequent~conferenee, in.whlch Rabbi Isaacxxlein the High- Commissioner‘s
ﬁliaison with German Jewish communities, also’ participated, -such.a prologue,‘

_ prepared by Chaplaln Barish on. the basis of - material furnished by the ﬁmerican

.Jewish Committee,ywas.suqmittedﬁto the spensors of the play, The Langs’
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enthusiastically accepted the theme of the suggested prologue and are
cooperating, even more than e had antlclpated by undertaking to amplify and ]

‘:to strengthen it‘

1, Developmerits on Establighment of Coordinating Committee Propo__g at the

3

Heidelberg Conference of July 31, 1949.

Despite the obvious merit in the”pfopoeal for coordinated effort in
- planning for the permanent Jewish communities in ‘Cermeny, the idea of the
over-all committee projected at the“Heiaelbené conferencs of July 31, 1949
d1d not teke root; Aside from the.technical and adninistrative difficulties
" inherent in any-effort'tofestablisnia single planning“bod&“fbr a large
geographical area, .the local ‘situation presented other problems, which, though
‘foneseen;iwere'not'regaraed«301fornidablé‘thet‘they could not be overcome,
'However, in the implementary stages the sponsors met with atiff’reeistance at
:ever} step and recognized the futility of purSuingAthe proﬁosel.

*...The reasons the propossl did not meet with succeSs‘éuggest'the*pfesen£:
character of the Jewish bommunity 1n‘Cermany;"In“thé'fifetzplacé, the
- community is impoverished from the»standpoint of leadership. There 1is not
one person in all ‘of Western Germany who commands the respect and‘confidence
. " of .the Gemeinde‘people'beyena the‘immediate,groupfne*repreeents;: Under these
circnmstanees the'deadlock overYthexselection;ef e lesder to'headvup'the
-committee was inevitable;: Moreover,: the Jewish community in Germany‘haé far
- from crystallized, ‘It is still"in its amorphous stage ef development with.many
-people -not knowing eXactiy where they‘étand with,regérd to remaining in Germany .
and with the most articulate elements pulllng in diametically opposite
directions. The blueprint for the coordlnating committee alled for, the
representation of both the Central‘Commlttee-and thezGemelnden"of’western
- Germany, These have proven to be irreconcileblé”ferces, The Central Gomniﬁtee;
1s comuitteed to the policy that no Jewish conmunity should»establish itself
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in Germany anc that everything must be done té'diséourége itg growth; On the
{

. other hand, the Gememﬂen accept the exist.ence of a permanent Jewish commund ty

either as an imperative or as a slmple reality anﬁ consider it their mission

iqw,,to'achietg for themselvaa what any Jewish sattlament wants and needs to further

S

its. communal life; In any event, it has been impossible tc effect the fusion

of these tuo groupsk\~ Sh ”{ﬂl;__

One unforeaeen benefit which has resulted from the project is that so

| ) T 1ong as ths posaibilgpy of ‘e formation of tﬁa doimittes exists - and in the

e m;nds o£ many it still exgsts as & possibility g»meq,‘not of the most

responsible variety, hav§f§§frainedtfrgm,pyaingla§3the spokesmen for the Jews

sues
L,

of Germany:
IT. ESTIMATE OF PRESENT SITUATION IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

a. DE Population.as of _ﬁﬂ:n;fkfr. ! ﬁ"‘“A.

(1) Geographical diﬁtribution.

The following chart raflacts the in-cahp and out-of ~camp Jewish DP
population and its distrzbution in Germany and Austria, ag of December 31, 1949,
The number of camps in these geogggph@cal_ggggg ialglgghxndlcated.A_.‘,

el i el ‘ In- p"‘- - iy
"""«'GERMAM’ = R
TS Zone 15,535 9 12,000
S British Zone . 13,000 < 1 1 000
) " French Zone T 0 0 300
AUSTRIA . |
. ~ US Zone o 4y372 . 5 310
““British Zone s BRI 0 40
..French Zone I AT o 240
US Sector, Vienna® D V17 SR 3 3,000%
| TOTALS _ 24,753 18 16,89

#It is estimated that thera are approximately 3 000 vnregistered Jewish
refugees throughout Austria, with the greatest concentration in Vienna.

. This figure is in addition to the eatimated 3,500 former DPs who are members
of the Viennese: Gemeinde.

3‘5_”'019
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(2) ﬁistribution of in-camp po;alation w:thln camps

.angd.ather installations.-; .. ..

Name of C__Q AR Pommation™
Landsberg P : Wiisgg: gl
Lechfeld . 1,992

Faehrenwald 3 863

1,292
21594

Gabarsec ‘

. Geretsried. = = . . 435
Attel T 249
. Aschau. . e AL
Wasseralfingen ©__750

- In rehabilitation centers = . 247 ..

In hospitals, (including |

. N L .,
B SUOTRE T Ay g ¢

[REEIRINN

ST

886

1,648

“Brimiry function

¥ Static

1t

oo

“*Medical hard core

o "

- US resettlement
o U iy

n W

Y R

patients ‘and’workers) - - 51,029 .

In miscellaneous installa-

tions, being processed for

15,535

Beréén‘Béiséd;"' B 1;000
L 1y526

Beth Bialik 156
Hellein ;g‘ 980

Wells 690
Steyer’ 1,020

' 4y 372

Rothschild 1,051
Artsberger 715

TOTAL ‘

" static”

. Static and medi-
" '¢al 'hard core

Israeli resevtle-

. ment
~..Statie

Soon
n

| ;Transient

H
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'b. Comments on the Permaneng Jgg;sh Commggitigs ;g Gerﬂanx
. I will not deal with the parmanant Jewiah communitiea in Germany,

?

| “except to mentioa that tha °8t1m3t°d POFulation of these communities ds of
lDeoember 31 1949: vas 15 400, distributed as fbllows"' R e
| us Zonehi; A 3,509%5

.. .British.Zone . ... *.3,500_;A§ﬁ,. L
, : French Zone P 500 '
~ 0o e, Berldn: . FEE E I - 700.. . . -
. Russian Zoae ' 1,200
"Total "”":“_ o 15 a0

| In hia final repart Mr. Greanstein dealt with tha eaeantial problems facing

"fthe Kultusgemainﬁan in Germany. chaplain Barish, who started a detailad

o 'analyais of theae cammunitiaa for use in- the Keidelberg Genferanoe of July 31,
"';1949, is. now completing thia aurvey. Bis final 8tudy éhould be 1nvaluab1e
o understanding of the cumposition,eaoﬁomic atatus, outlook’ ané rasettlament

intentions and of the social, cultural and réliglous 1ife of ‘the Jews who i

N 4

comprise the communities.

FIS

: f;&; 'C ' ‘ﬁf th Pe nt Je sh Commt t e in Aust

B The pulatien of tha Viennese Jewiah commnnlty, which 13 vir%ually

l

) the only Jauish community in Austria, remains fairly constant. As of December ;L‘

“\‘31 1949s it haé 12,418 members of whom approximately 3,500 ‘Were former DPs,

: In the face of the reports that neo;Na;ism is’ on ths rise 1n Austria, and
.J%:iﬁespite the October election victory of the Independents the Jews of Vienna
“liﬁare not agitated* They are apprehensive about the future but not to a polnt

.whare it affects thelr determination to remain in Austria* P
C On the oredit side of ‘the ledger 4 must be ‘said that all former eivil
servants and public office holders who returned to Austria vere reatored to
tltheir posts and that no Jewlsh student has been denied the opportunity to study
'”in the Austrian unzveralties, There are approximately 360 such students
a’:attending the unlversities of Vienna, Graz and Innsbruck of whom approximately

317?2?

one»third are pursulng courses in mddicine, o

(over)
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There is llttle etldenoe of ovent anti-Senlti sm in Austria. In realit;y
'tne Jewa are no longer a faotor in eustrian life. Noreover, Austria's depen-
dence upon the Unlted States anovnpOn‘Russia and its eagerness to present the
most favorable plcture durlng the flnal stages of the Treaty negotiations,
reduce the probabmlité of open anti—Semltlo activity in Austria.

The ebsence’ of overt antl-Semitism is, however, at best, a negative
virtue, More reveallng is the attitude of the Austrians towards the question
,yof heirless property and the Thlrd Restitutlon Law, In thls connection it is
e sad commentary on international morality that deepite Austrla's dependence
- upon other eountries for 1ts very existence it has 1gnored the problem of
Aheirless property wlth impunity and how the strongest party in Austria can
glndulge itself in the effrontery to 1ntroduce legislatlon whlch wou]d v1rtua11y
nulllfy the Thlrd Restitutlon Law.ﬂJ;

d, Obeervatlons on the Ultimate Solutzon of the DB Problem

The solution of the Jetlsh DP problem has only come 1nto view; It has
, not by any meens, as yet been solved. 1Practica]1y all of the 1n—camp DPs are
, Btill waltiug to be resettled and a substantlal part oP those who live in the

.communities are also determlned to 1eave. During the peak of mdss resettlement

;"from July 1048 to July 1949, most of the movement came from the camps. It was
’then assumeo that the out~of—camp st were, 1n the main, taking root 1n the

vcommunitles. bowever, an ana]ysis of reoent emigration fegures shows that the
out-of-camp reqettlement is closely approx1mat1ng the departures of the ine
canp DPs, | For evemole, in December 1949, 1 100 in—camp and 844 out~of-camp

:‘Jeu}sh DPs departed from Gerneny.’ Small oommnn;t;es uhieh in 1945 to.1946 had

sprung»up.in towns neignbouning tne‘eenpsmoegan toioisintegrete along with

‘the dissolutlon of the canpe, These communlties ‘are now dlSappeerlng as &

result of the bulk of the people belng syphoned off by r°sett1ement and the

remaining few, for obvious reasons, fllteflng into the 1drger communi ties

317322



=19~
- “where they:-can_have:the sssociation of .fellow DPs.. This.is menticned not to
-~ give the impression tbét:allwof;the-outhffcampsDPS are canoidates for

- migration but rether to indicate that in.estimating.the extent of the resettle-

~. . ment pneblem,:the out-of«camp DPs are still an important factor, .. .

Since, ,uith the exception of the medical hard core, sil Jewish.DPs
- have for: some.tine had the opportunity to leave Cermany and iustris, and yet,
. ara~5till in these oountrie$ in substantial Qﬁmbera; 1% is pertinent'to ask
;several questions. wvhich bear on. the evsntual aolution of the Jeﬁish DP problem.
: (1) Vhat are the. resettlementvintentions of the reaidual graup? (2) Hhat are
tha{factopafde}gyipg‘resa;tlemegtﬁ (3) Vhat can, be dene_to expedita )
»reséttlemﬁét?.;»f | et g e
| {1). Reaettlement intentions of the Jewish DPs..
People who are.in daily ccntact with; the Jeu@sh DEs eatimate that unde'

'presant conditions the reservoir»amang tham for further migration to Iareel

(. «~has been-virtuallywexhausted. Ia both- Germany and:; Austria the. ovarvhelming

majority of the DPg are helding. out for. migration te the Unlted States.: In
~,mid-Deaember Chaplain Bariah and L toek advantage of the 1mwinent cloaing of

rour. uffice to addregs mass meetings in the statiec. cemps. at Landsberg, . Lechfeld

. and Foehrenwald, . whlch preaently house the bulk of those who, from the stand-

. point of nesettlement, have beenigayalqusd$gg;bhe “unaecided, ~Our. primary

. purpose was td‘stimulate migration'in these'éamﬁa. We succeeded . in reaching

. at leust one representative- of ,every family in, theae centera, and were con-

 vinced, that ‘90% or more-of: these, people are determined to go.te the United
_States.. As.long &s there is any raasoneble hope in that direction, they will
:femain,in Germany And Austria until they rgaéh.their ohjectiyé,fpxoviﬁed that
~other countervailing conditions (the threat of war, thé:inability to. satisfy
their eleﬁentary needs) do not intervene. At tpigﬁjunctufe‘l nust add-.that
this element,;s_not;nnenthusiastic‘gpout,Isrdel. I em of the opinion that given

.. -more favorable conditione in that country, many ¢f them would ﬁle¢t to- §o there

(over) - <l ‘
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“Without any delay. ‘However;'today they have before them the:double spectre of

unemployment and of an-indefinite stay in tents, and they are little impressed

“by the arguments thétwIéféél’S”difficuities'éréaoﬁly'tempcrary’andﬂthat‘Jews

who are already uprodted would be 'wise to hélp in the constructien of -a land

" ‘of théir own, Msny people told us that in making their decision they were '

~ guided by advice of relatives and friends who had already resettled in Israel,

‘The full impact of repéfts'éménatihg‘fEOm-Iaiael on the residual group

" gan only §e appreciated whén crie hears that ‘the non-institutional -medicél

héi&’corelééées;shbﬁ'hd gféétér*ihéliﬁgﬁioﬂ thah’éo‘ﬁhe.healthy’to(tréat Israel:
as an immediate resettlement choice and that even among the institutional cases
there are DFs who are holdlng back despite- assurances that in Israel they will
receive‘care at least eqial to what iS'available to them in Gegmany and Austr;a.
In brief, thayﬂara'reluctaﬁt‘tb»t%adé@che‘kﬁéﬁn for" the unkhown; |
T {2) Factors delaying resettlement
‘- No single factor has contributed more to the delay in resettiement of

the Jewish DPs than the indeecision on’ the’ amendment of the US Dr Act. Thisy -

‘of course -has no appllcation t0 the medical haré core’ who, for reasons of
”'healﬁh fare permanently barred from entering the States. Neither doea it apply
“to those DPs who, knawing that the amendment would establlsh January 1, 1949,
fas the new cut-ofi date llne, elected to rema*n in Germany and: Austrla desplte

 their entry safter that date,

The: resettlement of those who" do clalm eligibility urder the current

"Act has been retarded largely’ by the DP Commiss1cn's rncent preocoupatlon wlth
© the’ prooe351ng of dgriuultural workers, in order to satisfy the percentage A
':requirements-of the DP Act,‘and by‘the‘more exactzng review oanppllcations in

: 5wh1ch the individual relies upon ‘residence in 811esza before December 22, 1945,

- to qualify under the Aet,

" The adoption of the amendment abprovédiby the Seuste Judiciary

' Committee on January 25, has a:dbublaéedged’aspect. While, on the Qiéﬁgﬁqg
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r1%.will satiefy the DPs who bgvefbeengwaigigg‘fgr;y?grs,far this action to

matertalize, it-will, on the other.hand, delay their resettlement and thus pro-

-7 tract the Jewish. DP- problem, It vas anticipated-that if the emendment were

turned down, mass migration %o Ierael would resume this spring, despite condi-
tions prevailing there, It i1s now morally certain that only a relatively small

#fraction of ‘the:DPs whom the proposed-amendment renders siigible will resettle
- ih Tersel.. In the mainm, they vill make no such elootion until after fhe
'a-bpportunityatoigo~to the.Uhiteé.Sta#@sghﬂ§n@§f}nitely heen;deniedrthém,l if
%MSubsﬁantiaLuimmigratiQn of DPs. to Israel .takes ﬁaage;;nithe,im@gq;atgﬁfqture,
-';-it~u111'cemﬁ‘mostiyptrom‘$henmedieal‘bardngg:a;andﬁgrpm those yﬁg,eute?gd the

{3) Action which aay expedite reaettlement. |

~,ATheie~are_spma, whox';mpgtisnt“§o;see‘@ha.Jewiggubgﬂp:pblem solved and

s ;~whecfeel~tha$.the~ﬁPs»exaggerate ;he,preSQnQAhaxdehips.in,Lsnegi,?ﬁrggegthat
 _Jeyry4shouldwuitbdfau-itsvmate:ial support from tbehDEa,who$a;e_in¥§ha,DP
. countries today, Even if this gould be Justified fron the moral standpoint,
such a deciaienzyoulaywinvmy gpinion,ihaveﬂiitgle.effeqt,onmthﬁ.“13%?3*9 ,
VA‘SOIUtiOBEOQ?thQ Javiah;BP.ﬁnoblem,,.Qhe«supplamentafy relief which the DP
‘-freceites~addaf$o hié.comfort but”is,not,.IFﬁaiieve,'of such masgnitude as to
fA%eonstitﬁte-the;inducementgtozétay.on in Gefmap&_orxkuatriq, -Most :people who
" are ‘immersed in the problem feel that,the,complatq~iithdrawa1¢of AJDC relief
».!would not tip the scales in favor of immediate resettlement to Isrsel,. The
-.DPs would Sdmehow manage,;eyen¢at¢§~xeducgd,atandarﬁgqf liﬁe,Aand‘wbuld wait

9wuﬁtilgtheir‘personalvplans_forvresettlement,matariélize, R

- - The foregoing does nat, however, rule out the value of a ﬁirmAgpprbach

- to those-who will not be rendered eligible for migration.to the United States
: by the amended . Act, jAssuming,gasAwg;must,ﬁthét the DP existence has nothing to

commend it as a way of life, and assuming further that Israel invibg,presenﬁ
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" struggle ‘for survival has the first priority on Jewry's financial support, I
béliéVe"ﬁhat Jéwry ‘will want to re-examine its relief program in the DP-
" Gountriss with the view of curtailing it gemerally and with the view: of.with-
"dré&ing*all';upport~from;%hoss’who présent no~réalizable«pian.£or aarly.
‘resettlement,
Itiﬁould,fithy Qﬁinibn,jcert&inlyAbevﬁeither'unreasonableﬁhdrﬁinhumane

' t6 say to the medical hard cote groiip that if, after Israel has indicated its
rgéﬁiﬁéééffoﬂreceive them, they eleet to temain in Germany or Austria, ‘they
" nust do 'so exélusively as wards of the Gerhian or Austrdan. gb*éernmen'ﬁ,.: Nor
 would it'beihﬂréaébnéﬁle:td”giﬁéVthefSQﬁecﬁdrdé of caution tputhefgewcdmérs
from Eastern Europe who: refuse to actept & resettlement opportunity, ihcluding
Israel, |
| - Ih adaiiﬁbﬁ.,” I bslieve that ”bhé =p07iﬁt: hes \.-b‘e-en‘ reactied, where Aser:iouls ,
ithought should ‘be given to the withdrawal of all- support from ‘such organizatlons
as the Central Committees and the DP polltical partles whlch, 86 Lo 8peeak, ‘
-»keep the pot bgillngq“ Thp;very‘presence of-thesé_groupe«penpetugxesgthe"
DP status quo and gives the DPs a seﬁse'df'ﬁs#cholcgioaliéeﬁdrity“which, in
turh, felegaﬁesfthinking on their ultimate feséttlemeht~to‘the backgfdund I
do not personally begrudge the DP the strength whlch hie derlves from these
organizations, - However, when that comfort glves him an 111u510n of well being,
- appears to givé substance to a pattern of living~which ia’essentially'a life
in liﬁbo, dnd encuurages general inertia toward méking & dec’ sion which'woﬁld
end his demofaliZétidn,*I*believe that his SQnse‘ofisecurity is a.-drug which
he cannot afford and that any*organizationfwhich supplies that "drug"-hurts
rather than helps the DP, I am aware of the fact that the committees are
' engaged in important welfare work, To the extent that this work is indispen-
“sable it may be absorbed'b§'the'Jeﬁish»voluntary agénciés’in Germany and

" Kustria,
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" Finally, in the same vein, I believe that when the IRU:phases cut it

“might be prudent to abandoh~the?positiéﬁ’thawaPs*afe'éntitledsta“anyrépeciai

privileges because of their DP status,  There 18 strength and comfort in being

‘regarded as'a- group apart, the ‘speeill wards of the occupation forces, I feel
- that. the effect of msking the DPe amenable'to~tha laws.of the land. vwhere they

" 1ive would hasten theif decision sithér to integrate’ into. the: economies: of

these countries or to?leava‘for-scme”qtherwland‘vhérevthéy'caﬁ*regﬁmewlife as

" " normal beings," L

Vhat T am suggesting, basically, is that beginnings must be made to end

‘the entire DP complex. Theaspecialuagteption lavished on the,DPs>was-once
: merited and aerved a very:uséful purpose.v Today it 15, in~my¥opibion;‘ihter~
'fufering with the'final rehabilitation ang- resettlement of the. DPs still living
Tt Germany and: Austria. i '

”-4III.~ CREATION OF: COORDINATiNG GROUP

In view of the decision reached by the mujor. Jeuish organizations not

" ‘had to be set up-locally: to prEV@ntxéﬁvacuum'in”the area*ihahichTthe'Kdviser's

Office~had~funétianéd; After considering a: number of alternativea I thought

-*?nof what amounts to an of f'shoot of" the" idea bOrn at the Heidelbarg Conference.
v'What I finally’proposed wag that: the local directors of the AJDC and: the JAFP
~A~§nd representati?es;pf the Gemeinden in' the US Zo§e~and of thgaGentral-Com-
wfmittge-coﬂstitute theﬁéélyes 387échOrainatiqgfgfpupﬁfdr:fheipﬁfpﬁée‘of dealing
V-’&ith thoée p:;bléﬁsﬂinvwhich thére!isréiécmmon=intér%stAémohéithése‘groups.
This cobrdinating‘comﬁitteatwasvtbfbefdistinguishedffrom-tﬁe‘agehcy'whiéh.was

"~ projected at‘the'ﬁeidelberg.Conferenée*ofzJuly 31,7 1949 in’ two respects. It

was contemplatedjthatfits‘activities would be)cénfinedfto the US Zone and,

.. instead of planning for:the Jews in Germany, it would merely serve as the

spokesman for the:Jews in the-Zone on issues 1n which there is a community
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of interest, I took the liberty to discuss with Mr. McCloy the formation of
. that group and he indicated that he-would welcome some- such agency to whom

he could. turn for counéel from time fovtime. ‘
-1 am pleased te'advisefyou.that»on_Ja;uary»25th,¢he committee, called

the Coordinating Council of .the Jewish organizations in. the US que,eGermany,A

: cameé into being;‘ It consists of three representatives of the,Gemeinden, three

“.;from the Central Committee, one: from the AJDC and one from the JAFP, There is

”reason to believa that once the group has shown its effectmveness 1ts pattern

7 will be ‘adopted in the other,weatern.zones and'that»on issuesbrelatlng to all

.iaof wesﬁérn'Germany coordination among thevsevéral gréups:may'be achieved,
IV. . APPRECTATIONS | R |

, Durlng*the 3% years that I-werked with the Jewish DP problem I not
Aonly had & chance- to see it in its different stages ‘but was: able to observe
.at close range the extent to which the Jevish voluntdry agencles and others
dedicated themselves to the welfare of the Jewlsh DPs. In partnershlp wlth the
IR0, the Jewish organizations made~a<contribution which forms‘one‘of the most
. stirring. chapters in welfare history, Through ité'comprehensive«and variéd
. relief, welfare and: rehabliitation programvthe AJDC- translated the generous
impulses of American Jewny.into a;concretexprogram‘of\actiongithe:JAFP-brcught
to the DPs.a zeal. for Israel which was contagious, and furnished' the personnel
-.who taught the ¢hildren, insplred the parents: and handled all of the complex
- problems relating to emlgration to Israel; thé ORT made & coanspicu~us contri- ,'
. bution byvgiving,vocatienal»tnaiﬁing to:the’ybung and '0ld who would learn;
‘the HIAS énd the AJDC“aohieved,unparalleledAéuccesé-in'the handling of US
immigration; the Central Committee in Germany'and Austria furniéhed leadership
. to the DPs and gave them a goal.téw&rds’ﬁhich:to,strive; and the Jewish.
Chaplains who volunteered for duty with the-Dés idehtified themselves with

~their plight and in countless ways served them faithfully,
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" It was a great experience to wofk with Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein,
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Dr, William Haber a?d with Mr, Harry Greenstein,
the'four Advisers with whom I served, and a distinct pleasure to have been
aséociaﬁed in the work of the Adviserts Office with Rabbi Emanuel Rackman,
Rabbi Herbert S. Friedmen, Chaplain William Délin and Chaplain Louis Barish.
V I want to aéknouledge ny prbfound app?eciation of what'thé US Army
did to hélp the Jewish DPs, This Afmy, aided?by UNRRA, by the IRO, by the
Jewish Voluntary Agencies and/:ge US DP Commission, bore the brunt of the
Jewish DP problem and, within the framework of the occupation policy, bore it
exceptionally well, The Army’s achievement iﬁAthia fiéld is the direqt result
of the inspiring leadership furnished by the ﬁen who headed up our.forces in
Germany and Austria, Generals Eisenhower, McNarney, Clay, Huebner, Clark and
Keyes and by the present US High Commissioner for Germany. In my conferences:
with Mr, McCloy I discovefed a man wh§ brgught warmth and understanding to
every probleﬁ I presented to‘him and, above ail, a.desire to help.

Finally, I am grateful tp you for proﬁosing me to the Army for the

honor of filling the post of Adviser on Jewish Affairs, .

Sincerely,

ABRAHAM S. HYMAN

Major FA
Acting Adviser on Jewish
Affairs
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