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R January 30, 1950

TO: American Jeuish Committes - .. B At
American Joint Distribution Committee 0 Lt B T
Jewish Agency for Palestine o S
WOrld Jewish Congress SRR e

In his final report of November l, 1949 Mr. Greenstexn gave you a

resume of ‘the developments in the US Zones of occupatlon during the perlod

el

he served as Adviser on Jewish Affaira. His tour of duty ended on Ootober 15,
1949@\ In this report I will 1ndicate the devalcpmenta between October 15 and
Lbcember 31, 1949 (the oate our office fcrmally closed) and: give you my
estimate of the present situation in Germany and’ Auatria. ‘,'” -

| : I shall take up the matter in the following oraer: o ‘
;"Qi;‘ Developments 1n Germahy and Austria betwesn October 15 and December 31, 1949a

- a.~ Resettlement R

. - be Infiltration. - ‘

+  ¢. “Removal of Prs-fabricatéd'ﬂouses

. 8. Legislation Affecting DFs

* @. Restitution -« Germuny
f. Restitution - Austrig -
g. - Equalization of Wer Burdens.
h, Adenauer and Heuss Interviews -
4., Publication iof.Records of Trial of Major Nurnberg War Crimes Cases:
Jj. Completion of Talmud" .
k. Oberammergsu’ Passion Play L
1, Developments on Coordinating Committee i roposed at Heidelberg
- GConference of July 31, 1949 .

II. Estimete of Praaent Situation in Germany .and Austria
a. DP Populatippgqs of December-al, 1949
b, Comments on Permanent Germen Jewish communities
c. Comments on Permenent Austrian Jewish communities
d. Observatlona on the Ultimate Solution of the DP Problem
o IIL, Creation of Goordlnating Group for *ha Us Zone, Germany

' IV; Appreciations -
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I, DEV“LOPMENTS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA BETWEEN OCTOEER 15 AND ‘
DECEMBER 31 1949. LSRRI W '< B S S TARTESL LS LR
PR ¥ ' ne R .‘. N § 3 FUOR R T :1«

e Resettlement

The figures below indicate the resettlement of'thevjewish DPs from

» ¢ Germany &nd Austria between .October ¥5 and ‘Becembar 3%, 1991

Dgstihatigg w«'“:*r'ggfménge.f » cAugtria - o Gprand Total
“Igrael Lo S 63 el L1038 ek L e L 1801

Uss A » 5730 567 6297

Other countries-. ~ . _2530- " . _49@-<- - . . _T40.

Total | gr_ag 2025 h 8838
b; In iltratlon from Eagt Egrogean Countr;e 'A B
During the last quarter of 1949 there vas still substantlal infiltra~
tion from the countries within the Russian orbit. A total of 1980 reached the
| US sector of Vlenna durlng thle period. The following are the figures on
infiltration from the eastern countries for the entire year 1949, as reflected

in the registrations at the AJDC spOnsored Rothschlld'ﬂcspital in Vienna:

X

January S T4 :
February -~ = /A
March: - 1,229
April- - - 2,813
May S 2,112, . e
June s 1,011 IR
July =~ v 548 s
Auvgust : 1,747 0
September 496
October -. . 1 . 564 . e
November ' 773

. December - - - . bLh-

‘-TOTgé IR ;3 008 ' - ‘

Approximately one-half of thcse who entered during the lest three months
came from Hungary and the remainder from Czechoslovakia, Roumania and Poland
with the preponderant number from Czechoslovakia, The invalldatlon of all
Czechoslovakian passports on November 30, 1949, Qill nore than likely result
in even increased infiltration from that country. ‘This is antiecipated notwith-

standing the fact that legal migration from Czechoslovekia to Israel is still

possible, | | 317 9 32
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The réaSons the newcomers assign for bresking:out of their countries are
-‘5£ﬁbée'ﬁhicﬁ*have”preiiouSIy'baén,indicataéAinxthexreﬁorte;ofnsurvoffice. To
f?réﬁéﬁftﬁiéféfffhéy'af@*(lj’*h5:fhaﬁili%yftd'adjuststé Communism; {2) the desire
to overcome the ban on legalfmigratibn“tOfIéraelgras in:the case . of ‘Hungery;
(3) the mistaken belief. that regardlegs of their late date.of arriyal, they
vill be able to get to the ‘United:States under the DP Act, with relative ease;
~and -(4) the feelingvthat,inevitably,thencurtain,uill be rung down on them and
’”~they»w111.find'themselves-pérmaﬁéntlyucut off from the rest.of Jewry, . .
" 1n Austria the infiltrees have to this date posed nospecial problem., The
- basie ratioﬁ~for‘thaurefugees“inithe.ViennaaihstallatibnS'CRothsuhildgr |
" Artzberger aﬁd the AJDG“Raséttlement‘Hbﬁa)”is%éupplied bythe Austrian. Govern-
- “mente~ Those who, for sundry reasons, musﬁVgo,into'the camps in- the Zone, are

~maintained: by -the"AJDC, . As of:Dacember 31, 1949, the AJDC das providing full

- ﬂ~ma1nt€nauceffor:oﬁlyflﬁa of ‘the newcomera, = - . ET LT oeniiines

- It is estimated that approximately 500 of the infiltrees have :entered the

“owe US Zoney Gé%mahy;Fandkare‘dispersed among- the' camps in'the Zone, . Being

-ineligible for IR0 &ar¥e, they- are dependentrupbnrtheqcémp generogity for their

- maintenence,  Within-the past féw months their situation has deteriorated

-because the camp administrations no longsrfhgvevtheiexcess'rationé‘they had
" when tﬁe‘bampé were lirgeriand:‘when.the pepulation:ﬁas'mnreffluid.% As‘a result
of  this development these-newcomers haveﬁheen«pressingrfoéagrsatef assistance
from the AJDC~' A | i |

Removal -of Pre-fabricated Houses

On the eve of Mr. Greenstein'a departure from Germany our office wasg

1nfarmed of the decision reached by the ngh COmmlssioner s Legal Adviaer,

‘ authorlzing DPs leaving Germany 1n group movements to take with them pre—fabri-

cated houses as thelr personal baggage. This interpretat.ion of the regulations
BN ‘,.,'.. .-:.'y. ;4 *

was urged by our offlce. Until the opinlon was rendered 1t was generally
. Y A RS AT AMIT LR RO ) R A ? r«933
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ey
belisved ‘that DPg &ould:remove suchrproperty.only pursiant:to: special license,
Although 1o ‘ona to ‘date Bas " taken-advantage of this ruling, we:are.informed

“that ‘plans -are taking shape fér. the removal.of about 500-housing.units to

-Israel, with funds secured from. restitutieni« . . . :w . F wowe e
- dy yislationiAffecting PPs.” -« .

it (1) . Abolition of .mass raidsg: . LT
In view of théfreéﬁcéﬁ°numberso£fJeuiéh*BPécamps in the US Zone,

Germany,kand?the ceésation afsﬁbusinese” ventures . against. which: raids were
-5generallyidirected,‘the problen of mass raide has become an:academic issue,
Hovwever, it is of interest to mention'that on: November 8, 1949, & EUCOM direc-
. tive went into efféct:whichiaboiished~mass;raids.in DP camps and. substituted

. normal’ procedure on.gesrch and ariest, as" aanetioﬁed by the Anglo-American
- legal tradition., This directive culminates 3} ycers of intermittent dis-
cussions with the military authorities in which our:effice consistently main-
tained that mass raids are ineffective as:a law enforcement technique and, to
the extent that théy are prediecated on mass responsibility for unlawful conduct
wof one or several persons, are inconsistent with our concept of justice. The
. raids were used chiefly &S-a~weapon:againstzhlack markét~offenders'who, pre-
sumably, used the DP camps es bases of operaetion., Expsrience has proven what
-our office repeatedly urged; namely, that not police measures but. the avail-
- ability of consumers goodsAon'théllegitimate,market is the only antidote against.
the black‘market.

(2) Proposed.grant of limitd8d eriminal jurisdiction
over DPs to German courts

In vmll be recalled that in the Occupation Statute the occupatlon

.,‘

‘ authorlties reserved control over the military forces and over displaced per-

sons. On November 18 1949, the three High Gomm1331oners adopted Allled High

.

Commission Law 13, entltled "Judicial Powers 1n the Raserved Flelds. The

Lo Fw H Cd < TR

1aw provides, among other thlngs, that except as expressly authorlzed by each
317334
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High Commissioner ip his Zone, Germéﬁ courts will not exercise eriminal
jurisdiction over the occupation forces andibfsfiHig@ﬁcémmfﬁﬁipnenﬁ@erﬂonneld
1&5*&5&?étféﬁgth;bf‘ﬁhiéfléc:thé-US?High Commissioner has proposed a
1 Jdw ohtitled %Judiéial Powers iii ‘the:Reserved Fields mnd Relief from Unlawful
*"  Restraint® " If ‘adopted, ‘this law’woild exténd the.oriminal:jurisdiction of
k*ﬁéiﬁéﬁmééatté’iﬁtthé”US”ZOne7ﬁo'inclﬁaé éllieé*nétioﬁala (exclusive: of:
=" gocupation forees ‘and ‘High Cofrissicher personnel ) :and ‘over'displaced persons,
it :'ééfwéffehsééﬁéﬁﬁishabiégﬁy’éfﬁakfmumééf‘ISG*Deutééhémabks or six wéeks' con-
" Pirierient, ' The proposed metsurd’eariies ‘the ‘proviso: that even in this 1imited
jurisdi;tionél apheie!'the allied national or displaced ﬁetabﬁ méi;*ﬁnyiling
" g timely petition, reméve his casé ﬁd;bﬁé=6f”thb7USiDisﬁriéts*COurts for
Germany. “Thebe s ‘every reason to belicve ‘that this régulation will , ‘with
“mihor modifications, ultimately be ddepted. = & - icr ik gilliE
ST Our’ of fice abstained fggﬁfékpféséiné~6ur‘vi€ﬁs on’ this. issué for a
45 fumber Bf‘réaééﬁé;“Oné;'ﬁé“félﬁ‘théﬁwﬁefeéﬁlthot'ésk*férﬁmoré”faéorable treat-
© ment for displeced petsons’ thsn the High Commissioner was prepared to. extend
to non-occupation allied nationals (US, Freneh;‘&nd-Enélisﬁ’néﬁionaié3doing
it Puginess or visiting ihé‘?bhe);ﬁtﬁb,’%hére‘hééialwa&swbééﬁf¥éspectable opinion
“ o thé'f“‘éf'faéﬁ that Jewish DPs could’ fare’ss well in.German courts & ii the
o b pugriéan tribunelss thrae, ‘Wwé' 410 not regard the -question as crucial since we
< thought the' right of ‘elbctlon ‘vas adequate to protect the DP who preferred to
% be ‘judged by ‘an Anerickh c'buriag“an&‘-’foar;,;-ﬁae ‘believed: that it-i;}aa:’irhp-oftant_; for
" ““the DPs who abe’8t111 here to réalize’that if they remain”in Germany they must
fnevitebly loae fheif?é#tréteffitoéial rights and bé-amenable to the local iaws
on parity with the general German population, Theiriﬁféééntaihéuléiiﬁﬁ tends
‘t%‘bérﬁétﬁéﬁe“amoﬁg’ﬁﬁe?JewisﬁkDPs“ﬁhé}béiief‘thaf’tﬁe} Wiliﬁalyays'be regarded
ds ‘- special privilegea-élass:éhd,:infiﬁié-réépect;;ﬁa§3éiﬁéérihg'6n;£heir‘
- ulbiinte decilon With respect to resettlement, if it ol
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eami e i ewie.s o .§1). Request for repeal of zonal laws.’
- .- Ttowas inevitsble thut sopner or later the dormant hostility to the
1. zonel restitation laus vould.qume fo the susfacs, The first serious sign of
this hoatility sppeared on Novenber .4, 1949, yhon the Freie.Denokratisehe
..~ Partei introduced. » resalutien in the. Bundesteg (Parliament) requesting per-
o missien_oﬁ ghe“qnaupat;qgﬁautp@rggigs;@9'subs}itu?graiF§§eral rgsﬁitgﬁgaﬁ law
ifor the_sonsl Tave and t0,held all. restitution cases in sbeyanoe, psnding the

‘r,adoption of guch a law. . . . oo .

_ ﬁInnpgggent;ng_the;rege;ggigg @gg party gqugs?gg'urggg gha§,}tuuas
.~ imperative.to have uniformity throughout Weshern Germamy in the field of
restitution, Actually, unifermity has, in a 1§:g3 geasu:e,.glgggdy“begn
. ,achieved.i5$heAre§titgt;en 1aw§?ig,e§fact:ip,tha;§§‘Zone, inpphe British Zone
.., - and in.ths Western sectors of Berlin are virtually identical and the Fremch
authogi;igshare reputed to be working on revisions of their zonal law te bring
.; it in lime with the ethers. . L | |
The, resolution proved to be only a trial balloon and was not mresented
.. on the fleor fer debate, However, we felt that we could mot ignore. this
) maneuvey;,figst, bgcgusg_?o,ﬂe S0 anlq‘gnegurageﬁgtggr partie$;tg<eqn§olid&te
~ their strength in awdgiyg to éil??@gth§-§e§tit@§?9n 1aw§‘(whiph igvthehreal
motive for the requegted\ghggggj;uand,_segpné, it, was {egre$¢n§edH§9 us that
the prectatioqs en the part of potenpial restitgterg that & watered-down law
might pass was having a dampening .effect pn,phg amicable satt}gmentkof
rgstitution plaimsﬂ L L e
.1 presented the matter to Mr. McCloy whe readily agreed that the
. s%tuationvca}lgd?fgr'gddgg}@rggignng’goligg;gn hig part, On December 19
he announced through the'?§9§§:p@aghgoégapgrgglfcpggge§&§g;;he restitution law

were contemplated, A . 31?93
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""""" | (2) agntRlstiative changsh in Festithtion
. To replaca the Board of Revieﬁ which had bétn éstablished as the court
e of last resort under the restltution law, and” which’ uas recently’ abolished
:ﬁa restitutlon panel has been set up in ﬁhé US Zong, " ‘The" petiet’ consiats of
: 4one member of the present United States Court of Appéals for Gérhdhy and one
..#? former member of the Boaré of Review. I am reliably 1nformed thaﬁ ‘the ‘general
f%&éiéﬁdes of these men towarde the probiem of restitution are véry'haalthy.
o In 1ine with his determination ‘to prevent the restitution law from
bogging down because of delaya in litigatidn, Mr, McCloy appointed in’ December

a court expediter as ‘a member of histiegél staff, ‘whose sols funetion it will

,.,,,

—

- reoommendations ‘to speed up ‘théir final’ disposition. R
ey Reatya_ugn ..'gg' : ﬁ-;g

.\ PR ,
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(1) Propoaed amendtient” of the Third Restitution Law
vIn Austria the restitution picture has worsened. ’Theré‘had béan
mounting opposition to Austria s basic restitutlon law {the Third) and it was
e a foregone conclusion that a victory for the extreme right wing in- the Dctober
eleotmons would be followed by parliémentary ‘action to weaken the law’in favor
o ot the present holders of Aryanized property. The victorieué neo-Nazi
o Independent party apparently considered it politic%ily inexpedlent to ‘take
 the 1n1tiative in ﬁhia fieldi - Houever, the right wing "hoys"t of the Volks-
parte1 lost no time to propose a number of amendmenta whlch strike at the
- very roots of the Austrian’ restltutlon law. ‘
o In essence, the lau as 1t stands today provides for the return of
. property transferred by a persecutee durlng ‘the period of the Anschluss,
vexcept in those casea where the Aryanizer can affirmatively show thdt the
transactibn'wduld have’tékén"pléée in ﬁhé‘ébééhdé'bf National Socialiém. The

proposed amendments would replace the legal resumption of confiscation by the
!0
317937
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ruleuthat,restitutionAisgmandatqpbgoaigggn cases where the price was inadequate

.~ or, where the seller was.not fres to select his purchasert puld require the

.....

- aver: the proceeds of the sale, would dispense w1th the prov1alon that one of
-the assessors: in the Restitution Chambers must .be B~@3mb9?-°f_a persecutee
claSS;,and;wquld penmi$zthe rey;ewvgf»gll gdjudiqgted cases in the’light of the
nlgw,asmamended,_,ExReptaﬁwho_Qork\in the field of restitution in Austria
~..maintain -that . the adoppipn“qf phesg»qmgndmengs woéld”bé tgnta@ouﬁt to a repeal
of the Third Restitution Law.. . _ . . L ._

: In the meantime the Austrian .press has thrown its full welght behind
.the. proposed amendmaata,v.Theueﬁfegpyof the mere introduction of the measure
has already been felt by.those who have reacquiyed.thgirﬁp;opeptj, Qhey com~
plain that they find it difficult to resell it because of the existlng threat
that title of. the property may, if the amendments are adopted revert to the
former. owners. . .

In connection with- this, subject 1t. shoulod be noted ‘that if the Austrien

.., parliament passes_thesg amendments they,w;ll become law unless the occupying

.. powers unanimously disapprbveﬁphem&;;Thg’%mpliggtions °f~thi§ are glear‘ Every
effort must be mede that US.ElémgntsinhAus;ria.exert“its influence towhave these
.amendments withdrayn,‘.Thgge }s.qury-;ggsonlﬁq beleve &hap if they-gra pat to
.8 vote. they will_be]a@optedﬁand:plpigately‘rat;fieégs | | |
(2)':Di§po§ition of heirless property,.
- No progress has been’méde;iqéphg‘creapiqn:ofgan'peirlssa_prqpefty fund.
The most rquptvﬂwrinkle" pfzﬁhe ﬁugtrian.guthoritieg‘seemé’tgiﬁe tﬁat since
the proposed treaty with Austria deals yipﬁ this subject they are gompelled
- %o walt until thggtpgety,is.gdppt¢§,¥,Their_sp-cglled conggiehcé would trouble

them,. they say,; if -they, did anything inconsistent with the treaty pravisions.

7938
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Equalieation cf War Burdens

IREET A N

»‘Althcugh there hae been ng. recent develcpments-oﬁ‘the iseue presented

b

::'3by the Equalization of Burdens Law, I vent to mention the’ subJact in connec~

: ftion with my 1ast conference with Mr. MbCloy. ‘On that occaezon I submitted

;:ﬁ:x;the States, he uculd settle the issue satisfactorily. e

Afor his approval a draft copy of my proposed report to ‘the "Department .of the

Army. In 1t I took cognieance of the principal objection to &xempting. the

,,,,,,

"persecutee" is—toc elaatic to admit of exact definition. I suggested that

thie administrative obstacle could be.surmounted by adopting the formula that

only preperty which ie reetituted shall enjey the exemption. I submitted that
in such cases the persecutee etatus of the claimant is always in issue and is

"(formallyadjudicated S

h while Mr. McCloy made no affirmative comment on this phaee of the

';report he voiced 'no objectxon. I am’ inclined to believe that Mr McCloy‘

. R
views on this matter are eympathetlc and that given eome encouragement from

y

55.-Vﬂﬁf- gggnauer angd nggs Intgrviewg hufui“xJ'“i’

In one of hia early conferenqes wlth Vir. McCloy, Mr. Greanetein

”::5underscored a basic reality, abcut post-war German 1eadersh1p, when he

: 'Avdirected Mr. McCloy 8- attentlon to the fect that no German leader had appar-

B f,ently coneldered it pclitically profitqble to openly disavcw Naziem.. Mr,

..“Greenstein suggested that dieappointment on this ecore might be communicated
.‘:'to the leaders of the Vest ﬁermen Republlc.‘ Thls euggestion resulted in the
’ .statements (reported in Mr Greensteln s finel report) issued by Ghancellor

Adenauer and President Heuss on. the eve of lest Rosh Heshana.u '
S The 1atter part of November, Karl Marx, the editor of Juedischee
B Gemeindeblatt Allgemelne, interviewed Chancellor Adenauer on hlS attitude

htouegde the Jews, I prcsume that the press in the States gave the full inter-

S 31V039
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view thé prominence which it deserved, . T will, therefore, not comment on it,

"except to indicate thét one™ phase of the- 1nterview gave u& someé concern,

) l

© T T w1) be recdlled’ that in answer teia guestion' on what the Federal
N . 03 { P . o .

' Government iriténded to'do ebout reetitution;: Adenauer enswered,.in part, the

"followix;;g:‘ ‘

| " The Federal Govermnment will @irect its special ..

Vo attention towards the equalization of the economic
s ©t damapes done to the Jewish people,  The presemt -

‘ legislation needs many corrections and amendments,

1 - The  State of Israel is the visible collestion of -

| the Jews of all nationalities. The Federal Govern-
I et ment intends to give to the State of Israsl goods

E of the value of 10 million Deutschemarks as a first
'i; 17 girect token thet the injustice donme to the' Jews all

1 over the world has to made good

moL T

When I 1earned that the publieation of the interview would indicate that

‘.Aéenauer’s offer had Mr McCloy 8 backing, I called Mr McCloy and advised

,__agalnst having his ‘name assoclated with the interview or any part of it I

L]

,Vmade two points 1n this connection* one, the stat&ment would be more effeetive

if it appeared as the credo of the Chaneellor and not as a statement 1nsp1red

by the ?S High Gommlssioner; and two, the offer of any specific sum and,
especially, of the token sum of 10 million leutachmarks was,_the least to say,
impolltic and should not have been made in advanoe of definlte assurance that

i Israel would accept it. I pointed out that Israel would be bound to reject the

‘ proposal if only in response to its publlc opinlon, and that 1f Mr. McCloy s

i

name 13 identlfied with the proposition, the reaction from Israel would be a -

i
i

‘ »Arepudlation of an Amerlcan aponsored offer. Mr. McCloy 1n61cated that although

.’

: he had on ooca31ons ~spoken to the German authorltles on the need for coming
out in the open on the Jeuxsh questlon, ha dt no tlme was consulted on

1
. Adenauen‘s overtures to Israel Mbreover, he agreed tnat his name should not

i

drawn nto the matter. Although it was too late to delete hlS name from the

published storles, fortunately, it was not mentloned in such a way as to

SR

embarrass him, , , A v i>~{w cU
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‘ T
;On November 28,r1949,fimme;i;;eiy following the Adenauer interview,
"“Maridﬁ‘iiBFSf'£ha“déﬁish Déily;Foﬁﬁa?d‘lﬁ%eriieuedfPfesident'Héuss¢ While
aa admitting that “the German people shisuld: ‘feel coliectivnly “ashamed" for
Beldnging to & peaple who had - Subjéct%d the—Jews to. the unprecdedented. ‘slaughter,
'he rejected the 4deéa of “eolleetive guilt" of thei*German ‘people. ~He; announced _
that a special aeetian on Jéwish aff&ira would B set up within-the Federal
Governmeht -and’ welcomea “the return of- every German Jow.'who' ‘had’ not ‘Bevered
his culturaI eccnomic~and pbrsonal ties with Germany.
. On December’ 27th I wrote you on:the; situation with respect.to the
'?*dééign;tron*of‘a personwtorrepreaent»the Jeus of—nermanywatfﬁonn.f It is still
my'belief that the primary reason that Heuss' -proposal ‘stends lltﬁle -chance of
1mmediate implementation 18- that there 1is no- Jew, With 1ntentioﬁs ‘t0 ‘remain in
Germany, yho has ‘the'- reqﬁisite stature for the post*-
_ In his final report Mr. Greenstein exprelsed his . views . on anti<
"'Semitism'in Germahy\ Nothing has devdloped since his departure ‘whioki would
' warrant conclusians different from- thoae he formnlated during his tour of duty,
By yayfof‘h"fodtnote to his*analysis I=want merely'tO'mention that‘the German
?féséifby’ﬁﬁd large;;eitﬁerfrefrainéa‘Troﬁ”coﬁ@ehffng on the Adenaver and Heuss
‘jstaﬁém$ﬁ£a76r-uerg’lukéwafm‘in their ‘approval,’
”i;?'Pugliéaﬁion'oflgg fdgiof:
R }fM& aﬁtentiqn“uasvcalléa to %heiféetfzhAthﬁe*publicatidﬁ=1n;German of

rial of Mdfor Nurnberg Wer:Crimes Cases

*'" the records of the:Nurnberg'Wer ‘Crimes trials (Justices, Loctors, Generals,

Induétfialists,*@fplbmata.dnGVSSrcééeB)“hadibeeﬁ suspendéd end -that the

uncomp%eted portion had been turned over to the'Nurnberg German, érchivgs.n The

public%tion of the origindl fecords in English also met with resistance in the
?“7fstétes?éﬂd thg.pfdjectfﬂésﬁforﬁa?while.asandbnedion:theﬁgroundfthat these records.
B ﬁould“;érve*poiuséfuﬁ pirpose; Redettly, -howéver; ‘the Staté Department and the
Depart%eﬁtfo£3tﬁeﬁﬁrmy'rééoﬂsi&epédfﬁhféfﬂeéiuiqn,ghdraﬁﬁermineé?td‘complete

" the projott, ‘at government expanse,’ DI . cremmin Ll o g
| - - i (over) ‘ Jildus 41
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.ﬁzit-waﬁ'myropinian,mfortrfiadmbyfthe;viewayoanra;Fe#?nqagéf the Jewish
| , ! .
Restitution Sucgeasor Orgsnization, who personglly presecuted Onerf the cases

l

+ - that- thase records- shoulg Ye made:available ta'the German .reading public, I

R discussed'the matter with :Mry.MoCloy who agreed with my views and indicated

* that he: would try to find the means te.implement:the reqommendation, I am
informéd that thé matter has been ‘referred to Washingtop fer.approval,

“jy! Completion of ‘the Telmud . .= ~. .

%,Upon"RabbiuBetnstein?s reqommandatign,,General'McNarpey apPrOV€d a
;projecﬁ in 1946 for the printing of~tha,Talmuqvby'krmy;;withtfunﬂs to be
“suppliédzby the German economy, - Aside fram meeting;a-need,for'thetialmud among
the DPgrabbis and'DE;saminaries,.it:wasgfelt,preéminent;y“jugp,tq§t.an;edition
‘Qf.theiTalmud“be printed .on the very soil.wheve.it had qnly recently been
vregard%d as -anathema, The. project -was begun in21942gand;wa§pdelayed because of
>,paper'éhortgges, -The original estimates called for 50 sets.of 16 volumes each,
.AThe,AJEC,jained,in-the project and undertook to pay thewggst.ofrprigting~600
:Hadditi%na} sets,  After 12 volumes. were. completed ig«was:digcoyaerhthat the
sets céuld not be printcd in less than 19 volumes each, This entalled an
’Qi“gxpepd%Furguof 33,75Qfg§gygghemgrkgﬁ%n.aQQi§§qn_to_§h¢'ogig;gg; appropriation

. of~180;000, ~On-.our recommendation ths;US-authoritiesigppravedpthe additional
Bum, Qith this, obstacle removed, :the historic edgition of‘theiTalmud,,dedicaied
by:fhe%DP_Rdbbinate-to thQ;US;Army of:.Occupation, shotuld, be tompleted by June

:xof‘thié year,

s k.; Conferences on Oberammergau Passion Play ‘- SN R L
' Some timeiago-the;&merican;Jewisthbﬁmittee gnd -the' Antl-Doefamation
Lgag;e@gsked‘ou: offige to.dnvegstigate reports that Militery Government had
- approvéd & German request.te solicit. funds in*the~United'States‘for the

support of the Oberammergau P3351on Play.. -Mr, Greensteln discussed the play
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with the authorities and was informed that Military Government considered it

13-

7'a‘oomm%fcial*enterprisa end would, therefore, not approva the request..
Moreovor, ﬁilitary Government assured Mr, Greenstein that it would use 1ts
powera to provent the play from being used as ‘a vehiclo to stimulate anti-
Semitiam in Germany‘ . "71' tw' | _ - . . o u
Military Governmont proved its neutrality on thia 1ssue when it dis-
:approved Oborammergau's first applioation for @ loan, whose proceeds were to
_ be used in improving houslng 1n Oberammsrgau and in the purchase of material"
~required in the proéuctlon of the play._ This ruling was in kaeping with
polioy designad to discourage the Germao oitlea from overextending thomsolves
) finanoially.‘ This polioy was later changad in favor of allowing the German
'oommunities greater eoonomic freadom, and whan the oity of Oberammergau filed
1ka seoond requeat for o 1oan it met with immediate Military Governmant approval
) Aftar Mr. Greenstein’a daparture we were further urged to discuss the
‘ play with the proper authoritiea with the view of eliminating objectionable
| tfeatures and of prevontlng the exploitatlon of the play for anti-Semitic :
vpurpoaeg.J At a meeting arranged for us by the Lané Comm1851oner for Bavaria
tchaplain Barish and I conferrod with tha mayor of Obenammergau and the director
'.hi‘of the play, the Lang brothers.. The maeting with tha Germans was &8 friendly
_one. It was apparent that thoy were eager to avoid unfavorable publicity and
'would be reoeptlve to any reasonable suggestiona. Wb felt that there was no -
lpoint 1L suggesting any change 1n the text proper and therefore dwelt on the
need for an approprlate introauotion to be reoited at each performance, which
might serva to create the proper mood for a wholesome auaience reaction. At &8
subsequent conference,‘in which Rabbi Isaac Klein, tho High Commissioner'a
liaiaon with German Jewish oommunlties, also participated, such a prologue,

prepared by Chaplaln Barish on the basis of material furnished by the Anmerican

Jewish Committee, wes submittad to the sponsora of the play, The Langs

- 517043
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enthusi%stically<aéceptéd~the.theme of theé suggested prologue and are

coopera%ing, even more ‘than we had antieipated, by undertaking to amplify and
I

to strengthen it,.

!

1, Developments on Establishment of Coordinatlng Committee Propoeed at the

Heidelberg Conference of Julx 31, 13&2

o

Despite the obvious merit in the propoeal for coordinated effort in

'”planning for the permanent Jewish communitiee in Germany, the idea of the
'over-all committee progected at the Heidelberg conference of July 31 1949

did not take root. Aside from the technical anﬂ adminietretive difficultiea

‘ ‘inherent in any effort to establish a single planning body for 8 1arge | ‘
“geographical area, the local eituetion presented other problems, which ~ though
foreseen, were not regardeé 80 formidable that they oould not be overcome.
However, in the implementary steges the sponsore met uitﬁ atiff reaistance at
T" every step and recognioed the futllity of pureuing the proposal

| The reasons the prOpoeal did not meet with success suggest the present

character of the Jewlsh community in Germany. In the first place, the .

i A communitf is impoverished from the etandpoint of leaderehip, There is not,

one person in ell of westcrn Germeny who commands the respect and confidence

of the'Gemeinde people beyond the 1mmediete group he represente. Under these
‘loircumstances the deadlock over the eeleotion of & leader to head up the

A committee was ineviteble. Moreover, the Jewish community in Germeny hae far
from cryetellized. It 1s‘still in its amorphous stege of oevelopment with many
people not knowing exaotly where they atand with regard to remaining in Germany
nend w1th the nost articulete elements pulling in diemetically opp081te
‘~d1rect10nsiv The blueprint for the coordinating committee called for the
representetion of both the Central Committee and the Gemeinden of Western
Gerean}i These have proven to be irreconcilable forces. The Central Committee

is committeed to the policy thet no Jewish community should eetebllsh itself

| 317944
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in Germeny anc that everything must be done to discourage its growth., On the

~15-

_other. hand, the Gemeinden accept the exietence of a permenent Jewieh communi ty
“either es an imperat1ve or as a. simple reality end consider it their mission
Lto achieve for themselvee whet any Jewish settlement wants end neede to further
t;1ts communel life, In any event it has been impossible to effect the fusion
of theee two groups,. g

_.t;One unforeeeen benefit which has resulted from the project iz that so

~long ae-the possibility of-the formation of the'committee exists - and in the

',;'J minds of many it etili existe as a. poeelbility - men, not of the most

reeponsible variety, have refrained from pbsing es the epokeemen for the Jews

~of Germany,

I1, ESTIMATE OF PRESENT SITUATION IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

a. fDP Population as of ] eembe ' 1

’A-

| (1) Geographical distrlbution.

%The follewing chart reflects the inocamp and out-of -camp Jewish DP
populat1on and ite dietr1but1on in Germany and Austrla, as of December 31, 1949.
The:numper of camps in these geographical areas 1is elee:indicated, o

£y
b *
' -

In-camp - Number of cempg . Out-of-camp

GERMANI - | -

. L. US Zone _ 15,535 9 12,000
‘British Zone S 1,000 1 1,000
French Zone e _ 0 0 300

AUSTRIA S S o
US Zone o 4,372 5. I 1 20
*British Zone o ' 0. .o .. 0 T ' 40
French Zone - o i 0 240
. US Sector, Vienna . 1,846 . _3__ 3, 000%
' TOTALS 24,753 18 ' 16,890

¥It is estimated that there are approximately 3 DOO unregistered Jewish
refugees throughout Austria, with the greatest concentration in Vienna,

This figure is in addition to the estimated 3,500 formar DPs who are members
of the Viennese Gemeinde,

o | | 317345
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US_ZONE, GERMANY

BRITISH ZONE, GERMANY
| US_ZONE, AUSTRIA:

VIENNA, AUSTRIA

Name of camp' " Population ™
Landsberg =~ 1,460
Lechfeld 1,992 ‘
Foehrenwald 2,863 -
Gabersee 1,292 =
Feldafing: 2594
Geretsried - , 435
‘Attel ' 249
. Aschau . .. .. I3 75 ‘
Wasseralfingen 750 ¢
1,648
‘In rehabilitation centers. 47
In hospitals (including 4 o
patients and Workers) 1,029 -
'In miscellaneous irstalla-
~ tions, being processed for
immediste migration
15,535
‘Bergen Belsen 1 I;OOO
. Ebelsberg . - , 15526
{
Beth Bialik 156
Hellein  * | 980
Wells 690
Steyer 1,020
4,372
Rothschild 1,051
Artsberger 715
JIC Transient :Home 80 - . .
TOTAL 244753

-

.. =16
R PN

(2) Tatribution of Th-banp po;ulatiOn within camps
and Other. installatlons. e

3,886

L0

. e e

Primary function

static

"
"

'Medical hard core

" L] 1t

- Us resettlement

# 4
M "
oo e
F]
‘Static

Static and medi-
cal hard core
Iaraeli resettle-
ment

.Statie
oo
o #

.. Transient

n

~Immigration Center
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b, Comments on the Perma 'Jff"h ommunities in Germsn
. I uill ‘nét deai witﬁ “the permaneﬁthéwish ‘Gommuni ties' in Germany,.
excapt to mentian that “the - estima%ed populatiuh /of ‘thege ‘dommunities - a8 of’
nacember 31 1949, vas 15,1.00, Giatribut.ed a5 ‘followss . |
: T yggeme ?f"'73 500
Yo ie o e.: . British. Zone _— ;H3,500& o
;oA L7 French Zome v U T 5000 1 v
i e e so..,. . Berlinm. oo, 6700
Russian Zone "t‘“”*i'lga_, i

o ;' : . fi’.':,v‘.'.‘-j ';-4‘. .'.— To-ta‘l a .” T L :15,40‘0 AR S

: ﬁf‘in ﬁi§f§iﬁai‘répéﬁt'H%#fsrééﬁétéiﬁ~Bg;iﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ*tﬁé‘eéééhciél‘pfdﬁléﬁﬁ‘fﬁcing :

“ie the Kulfnagensinden in Germany,  Cheplain Barish; vho etartéd d detailed
% analysis of these’ cofuninitlas”for use 1n"the Heldelberg Conferends of July 31,
51949, 15 xiow cotpleting s survey, ‘His final stidy should’beinvalusble to

“an \.mderstanding of the composition,etomonic status; outlook’ and”resettlement

1ntentiona and of the social, cultural’ and raligious 1ife of ‘the: Jews who

comprise the wmniﬁgg. 2 “ ‘. . “ ;:" “ : B

”lw;f{31,.1949, it had 12,418 ‘méinber's. of whem sppraximately 3?500 were formeér DPs.
' In"the Pace of the réports that rieo-Nazism 1s on the rise in Austria) and
" gesptte the October election vigtory of ‘the ‘Independents the Jéua of Vienna

“are not ééfﬁﬁiéd. Thby are apprehensive about’ the futire but not to a point

where it affects their datermination ‘to remain in Austria.- :

L on the “credit side of thd ledger ‘1t must.beé said that all former eivil

~ servents and public offiee holders who' rétiurned to Austria were réstored to

" their faosts?—and that no Jewish student has been denied the opportiffiity to study

in the Austrian unlvérsities. There " are approximately 360" such students

:5:attending*theéuniveréitiés«Of Vienna,'Grézfand Innébruok; thwhnm‘approximately

 ofie-third aré-pursuingooursss in medleins,” 1 i ATTOYET

(over)
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There is llttle ev1dence of avert antl-Semltism in Austrla. In reality,

I
l

o tne Jews are_no 1onger a factor 1n Austrian life. Noreover, Austrla 's depen-

,.“ 1

dence upon the Unxted States and upon Russia and 1ts eagerness to present the

.’. Ui T Lot -
' [ .\ Hhe '-’-.»

most favorable plcture during the flnal stages of the Treaty negotiatlons,

“reduce the probabillty of open antl-Semxtlc act1v1ty in Austrle.

.The absence of overt anti-Semltism is, however, at best, a negatlve

virtue.: More reveallng is the attitude of the Austrians towards the question

.;Tof helrless property and the Thlrd Restltutlon Law. In thls connectlon it is

% sad c%mmentary on 1nternat10na1 morallty thet despite Austrla's dependence

_.upon other cOuntries for its very existence, 1t hae 1gnored the problem of

H

L”:heirless property wlth impunity. and how the strongest party in Austrie can

1ndulge 1tself in the effrontery to introduce 1eglslatlon whlch would v1rtually

;-nulllfy the Thlrd Restltutlon Law. Lo

d. Obeervatlons on the Ultimate Solutaon of the DP Problem o

The solutlon of the JeW1sh DP problem has only come 1nto v1ew. It has

o not‘by any means, as yet been solved. Practica]ly all of the 1n-camp DPs are

still waltlng to be resettled and a substentlal part of those who live in the

communrties are also determlned to leave., During the peak of mdss resettlement

‘A”;from July 1948 to July 1949, most of the movement came from the camps. It was

|

then assumeo that the out-of-camp Drs were, 1n the main, taking root in the
i ;

Acommunltles. However an ana]y81s of recent emigration flgures shows that the

out-of—camp resettlement is closely approx1mat1ng the departures of the in- =~

§

eemp«DPs. For example, in December 1949, 1,100. 1n—camp and 844 out—of-camp

- Jewish DPs deperted from Germany.. Small communities Whlch in 1945 to 1946 had

i
i
1
i

,isprung up in tcwns nelghbouring the camps began to dlelntegrete elong wlth

ethe dlssolutlon of the cenps‘ These communltles are now dlSuppearlng as a

result»of the bulx of the people beang syphoned off bv resettlement and the

remalnlng few, for obv1ous reesons, fllterlng 1nto thu ldrger communltles

i
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! .
~~-.:where they.can havé:the assosiation of.fellow-DFs, : This. is. mentioned not to

.+ give the: impression that, alls of-athe: out-of-péamp. DPs. arg: candi:dpf;éé-' for.".

- migratisn. but-rather to iaéieat.e that in: estimating the’ aéxtent af tﬁg resettle-
- ment, problem,: the eut-af-camp D,Ps are. still'an: impprtant fagtor, -, -
Since, wi.m the. exceptmn of  the. medical hard core, ‘all Jewish DPs
.:have for: some tuime had -the: Qppormnx‘by to leave Gemany ami Auamg, an.d yet,
;are: still .’m these eoxmtﬁes in. substantial‘numbers, it is -pertinent to ask

'f,; ge,veral: quesmons,-which,bear..on:the.._ syentual so_lution;nfg the Jewish P pr.oblem.

wag AL . Vhat ‘are the, resatt»lement intentiona of the reaidual group?  (2). What are

. . the factors. delaying resettlement? - - (3} ¥ hat can, be done to expedite;

oo resettlement? oo Lo

(1) .L":'Bg:s‘et.j‘.'lemen”t.'.i;.nﬁention\g of the Jewlsh DFs,.
People: who ‘are.in daily contact with. the,Jewish DFs cstimate that undes

present conditdions the reservolr. amcmgthem for further migration to Isrsel

“t-, v, has been:virtuslly exhausted, - In both Germeny and. Austria.the.overwhelming

«:i.-majority of: the.DPs. are holding out for migration to the: United States,. In

<+ mid-December Chaplain Barish and.1 took advantuge of the. imbinent. closing of

v .our offlce:.to- addressf:maas, meetings in ..thé. static eamps at Landsberg, Lechfeld

. 3nd Foehrenwalﬂ, which: presently house the. ulk of ;those who,. f'rom the _stand-
-point;.of rgsettlement, have baen,\catalogued as: the. "undecided. “f Our primary

purpese was to stimulate migration in these gamps,..We .succeeded i._in. rgaghing

~.i78%. least one representative of every family in these centers, and were con-

., ¥inced that 90% or morg of. these, peorla are datermined to go te $he zin;ited‘ |
. States,. hs. long es thows 1s eny raasonable "hope .n,‘-'-?’hat:.?d%i':e,‘%?i?%:; they will
_ remain. :fmv Germany -and. ﬁug}ria,‘ugml they reach. their objective, proyided that

~ other countervailing confitions (the threat of ver, the inability. to satisfy

their elementary needs) do not intervene. At this: juncture.l must-add.that

this element is not upenthusiastic about Israel; I -.s;mieip,t,‘,;t.'hefdi:inion that given

... more. favorable condltlons in that country, many ef-them -would elegt '99 rgo there

J

(over)
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"Qitﬁout any delay, VHodé%erfﬁ%EGEyﬁthéy?héﬁéﬁbeforéitﬁe@fﬁhé“doublé“speetre of
uﬁémployméht'aﬁa'df‘an inﬂéfﬂﬁ%té?étay?in*teh%éy*aﬁﬁ1théy“afaf11%%13"1hpressed
- By the arguments that" Israel's difficul tibs &re only” temporary -and that Jews
who are ‘already uprooted vould' be’ wise to held 1n-the" cbnstructxon of & land
" of their own.'“Méhy*people‘told us*that*in making their deeision they were
guidéd by ‘advice of relatives and friends who had already resettied in Israel »
o The fuil 1mpact cf reports emanating from"- Israel on the residual grOup
‘;éaﬁ ohly’&é‘appreéiated when ens“hears'that ‘the non-institutional mealcal
““hard core cases show no greatér inclination thar do the healthy to treat Israel
as ‘an immediats resettlement chofce anéf'tlluat‘ even among the institutional cases
there are DFs who are holding back déspite assurances that in Israel they will
receive care at least’ equal to what is available to them in Germeny and Austria,

4 In’ brief) they are  reluctant to traée the known for ‘the unknown.

STt n T Y3) Factors délaying resettlement,

" “No-single factor has ébntrib&teéimafeltortﬁe delay i resettlement of
‘. the Jewish DPs then the indésision on the amendment of the US DP Act. This,
' ,0f course, has no application to the medical herd core who, for reasons of

% health, are permanéently barred from entering thé States, Neither does it apply

- “"to thosé DPs who, knowihg that the amendment would ‘establish January 1, 1949,

" g8 the new'Gut-off date line, electdd to remain in’ Germany and Austria despite
mthéir‘éniry after that date, | R NIt
The' resettlement of those who' 8o eldim eligibllity urder the current

Act, has been retarded largely by the DP Comm1551on’s rocent preocoupatlon with

Bt the’prchSSing‘of agriculturalvﬁorkers; in orﬁerztO'sétisz'thé pefdéhtage

' tequiréments of the DP Act, and by the more exacting review of épplicéﬂions in
I‘\fwhichfthé 1ndividual rélies upon residence in Silesia before Décémﬁefféé,'1945y
T to qualify Undér:thékketé “ |
"The adoption éf the “amendment éﬁprOQéH*byitﬁe‘Sénéié:Judici§r§w"

Committee on January’25, hds a-dbubleLedged‘gépeét;’?ﬁhile;;én‘the one hand

317950
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©iibwill satisfy the: DPQ wha. ha#e been waiting for years fer this action to

. vnf B

materialize, b will -on.the other’ hand, 6elay their resettlement and thua pro-

R AN .

“77" tract-the Jewish DP-problem - It wes antieipatéé \‘»ha*» if thei am@“"’“““" were

0 el

turned down,‘maaa migra%icn to Iarael would resume this apring, deapita condi-

N s‘.s
B

tions prevailing there, It is now morally certain that only & re&ativaly small

“. frdetiod of ‘the DPa- uhqm the.proposea amendment renders eligible will rasettle

"“in"Isresl. In the main, they will make 0o’ such eleetion until: after the

.. opportunity ‘to.go to the United Statea haa 6efinitely‘been denied them. Ir

vk

‘substantial ‘imnitgration af BPs ‘to Israel takes place in the immediate future,

4t will come-mostly, from the’, Jedieal’ hard eore and from thoae who entered the

‘:‘ » :

(3) Action which may expedite rasettlement.‘

N -There. are. some, uho, impatient to sae the Jevish DP problem aolved and

‘ who.feel that ihe DPs exaggerate ‘the preaent hardships in Israal, argue that

« - Jewry-should-withdray. its . ngterial: support from the DPs who are i the DP

‘v countries %oday‘ - Even, if.this gould: be justified from the moral standpoint,

-gtch a 8eﬁiaion,ypu;§i;in:gy ggigien, have~11tﬁ1e effeot on~the ultimate

»'golution on: the' Jewlsh. DP prbblem. The supplementary ralief which tﬁe DP

‘“ﬁireeelves adds 2o.his comfort hut is  not, I believe, of sueh: mAgnituda a8 to

'*ﬂ-constitute tha~inducemant'to-atay~on in'Garmany'or~Auatria. Most people who

'

A7~~ara immersed in the’ problem’feal that the cemplete withdrawal of AJDC relief

L wOuld not tip ‘the "scales. in £avor of immediate resettlemenﬁ to Israel - The

14

© 'DPs would somchow manage;;’ ‘even’. at a reduced standard of life, and uould wait

€

il uatil their ‘personal plaris for- resettlement materialize. o

' The' foregoing does not, ‘however, rule out the value of a firm approach

"+ 4d those who:will not, be’ rendered eligible for migration to the United States

by the amended.Aat, Assumlng* as we must, that the D? exzstence has nothing to

commend it as a way of life, and assuming further that Israel in its present

}'BSJ.
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* struggle for survival:hag thé firstipriority on'Jewry's financial’ support, I
beliéve'fhat5ﬁéw%§?ﬁiil-ﬁaﬁt t5 releéxamine its relief program in. tie.DE.

countries with'the view bf3buﬁt&&lingﬁibﬁgemgrally aﬁd’wibh;the,viék:oﬂiwith—

'”"draﬁihgéail‘QﬁﬁpOriﬂfrdmftﬁbs%iﬁﬁo présent ho ‘tealizable. plan fér warly:

‘resettlement, ~ o -h oo cwThem ot oatn sl
~:I%fﬁohidffin“mgéQ@iﬂion;&certginxyibe'neitheriuhreasongb;ejnpx.inhumane
o ‘say to ‘thé médical® hard core group that if}, after Israel has lndicated its

rgadineSsﬁtdireceivé~thém;fﬁheyselectatq;remaih'infegrmapy‘pr Austiia, they

- "must’ do ‘86 exclusively as wards of ‘the German or Austrian government. ::Nox

" ¥iould it*befdﬁrEasdﬁaﬁlé“tdfgivezthexSaﬁe-wprds~of}pagt&on‘to‘the;newcbmers

from Eastern Europe who refuse to accept é resettlement opportunity, including

Israel, = % |

| _In edditon, T believe that the point has been reached, where serious

* thought should be givénftb:thefWithdrawalzéf all support from -such organizations
" as the GeﬁxraIrCommittéea“and1tKé1DP{gpliticalﬂpartiés;which;iSQNtO“speak,

" ‘Wkeep the pot boiling," : The'very presénce of ‘these groups:.perpetuates the
iﬁP‘étatusﬂquefsnﬂ'giveé the DPs-a sense of psychological security which, in

“turh, relegates thinking on their-ultimate resettlement to the background, I

do not personally begrudge the DP the strength which he derives fr&m,these

organizations, : However, yhen}ﬁhaﬁ'cquoﬁtfgivqs;him:an illusion of. well being,

appears to giveﬁsubétanc;3toﬁa~p§ttern‘of living which'ig essentially a life

in limbo, and encourages general inertia:toward making a decision which would

- . end hiS~démpfélizatibn;‘I’believE‘thatIhiS{senae:dquecurityﬁisﬁaE@rug~which

he cunnot affofq and thdt any organizamion~whichfsuﬁpiiésAthaﬁV”drug”;hurts
-rather than helps the DP, I am aWarg‘of the fact that the committees are %
erigaged in important welfsre work, - To ‘the extent that this work is. indispen-
 suble it'may”be*absbrbédvbyﬂthE'Jéwish‘voluntary égenciéstin“Gefmahyvand

- Kustria, ° -

s} "4!’\""
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Finally, in the same vein, I beliave that when the IRO phasss cut it

J MRS 'f pENR f PR TAr

might he prudent to abandon the position that*DPa are entitled to any special

(5N TR R I e

privileges because of their DP staths.‘ Thera is strength and comfort in being

ey R Y T

regarded as a group apart, the special wards of the occupaticn forees. I feel

that ‘the effect of making the D?a amenable to the laus of the 1an6 whare they

ix{-f TP R ot

., dive would hagten their decision either to integrate mm the economiés of

. these countries or to leavc for -some’ other 1and where they can resume: lifa as

Ly . b L

normal beings, s _
bhat I ‘am . suggesting, basically, is that heginnings must be made to end

-‘the entire DP complcxg Tha special attenticn lavished on the DPs was ance

L i

merited and served a yery useful purpose. Today 1t is, xn my opinion, inter-
A fering with the final rehabilitation and reaettlement of the DPs still 1iving

in Germany. and Austria. STy

s t

i
H
'J

~1~-§£I-j CREATION oF cooanmATmc GROUP

~:In view of. the declsion reached’ by the: major Jewlsh organizations not

”"I. to establish a representatlve agency-in Germany T felt that some . other machinery

had tc«be set up lccally to prevent a vacuum in the area.in which the Adviser's
Office had- functioned.< After considering & number of alternatives I thought

of what amounts to an offshoot of: the 1dea born at the Heidelberg Conference,

PRy
LRI Ak

s What I finally proposad was, that the local dircctors of the AJDG and the JAFP

and representatives of the Gemeinden in the ‘U8 Zone and of the Central Gcm-
mittee :congtitute themaelves as a coordinating group for the purpose of dealing
~with those problems in which there is s common interest among these groups. |
c,This coorgdginating ccmmittee was to be»distlnguished‘from the agency which was
prc;ected at the Hezdelberg Conference cf July 31,1949 in two respecta. It
was contemplated that its activ1ties would be confineu to the US Zone - and,
instead of gla gg fcr‘che Jewa 1n Germany, 1t would merely serve aa the

spokesman for the Jews in the Zone on 1ssues 1n whlch there is a community

~a o 31“933
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~of interest.. Irtpokzthé 11bertyf£o discuss with Mr. McCloy the formation of
that;grouprand he indicated that he would welcome some: such .ageney to whom
he .could turn for counsel from time to times . . - -

it Ileﬁ pleased £0fadvise»youﬁthethenijenuar&wéﬁth~tﬁe committee, called
the Goardinating=Couneilrof théfJeeieh erganizeiionsfinfthe‘vs Zone, Germany,
came into being.r.Itwconeietbfof"three:represeﬁteiives‘of.thé Gemeindén, three
*froﬁ'fhé?CentraliCemmittee; ene‘freﬁtheﬁﬁﬁbc?éhd'bne~frdm'the JAFP. There is
reeeen to believe:thathenee‘fhe:greﬁp'has shown its effectiveness its pattern
will be ‘adopted in the other western-zones.anﬁ;that.on‘issuee‘relatihg to all
'_sedf'westernnGermeﬁv;eberdiﬁeiierZeﬁoﬁéifhe'ee#éral;groups§mayibejachieved,.
5xIv - APPRECTATIONS | A | | | |
During the 3% years that T uorked wlth the Jewish DP problem I not
 'on1y hed a chance to see 1t in 1ts dlfferent stages but was able to .observe
at close range ‘the extent to which the' Jewish voluntary agéhciesfand’others

dedicated*themselves~to the”welfare-efithe~Jewish DPs, . In partnership with the

"prRO the Jewlsh organizatlons made a: contrlbution whlch forms one of the most

1?stirr1ng chapters in welfare hlstory. Through its comprehen31ve and varied
,frelief, welfare and rehabilitation program the AJDG ‘translated the generous

'ffimpulses of Amerlcan Jewryflnto a concrete program of actlon, the JAFP brought

ﬁfkto the DPs a zeal for Israel wh:ch was contagious, and furnlshed the personnel

" who taught the children, inspired the parénts and handled &1l of the complex
problems-reletingAﬁo‘éﬁigratiéﬁ te Israelffthe'bRT medéfe:eeﬁépicuﬁuszcontri—
- bution by giringvhbcéfienaizﬁraiﬁinéﬁte‘the yeung“ena 61d who would‘learn;
the HIAS and ‘the AJDC achieved unparalleled success in the handling of US
immigration; the Cehﬁral Committee-in40ermaﬁyfahd Austria furﬁished'leadership
. to the DPs and gave then a éeal towards which’to strive; and the Jewish
Chaplains who volunteered for duty with the DPs ident1f1ed themselves with

317954

- their plight and in countless ways served them falthfully.
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It'waa a great experience to work with Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein,
Judge louis E. Levinthel, Dr. william.Haber and with Mr, Harfy’Greenstein,
the four Advisers with whom I served, apd a distinct pleasure’to have been
associated in the work of the Adviser!s Office with Rebbl Emanuel Rackman,
Rabbi Herbert S. Friedman, Chaplain Willism Dalin and Chaplain Louis Barish.

I want to acknowledge my profound appreciation of what the US Army |
did to help the Jewish DPs. This Army, aided by UNRRA, by the IRO, by the
- Jewlsh Voluntary Agencies and/gge US DP Commission, bore the brunt of the
Jewish DP problem'and,Awithin the framework of the occupation policy, bore it
exceptionally well, The Army's achievement in this field is the direct result
of the inspiring leadership furnished by’the men who headed up our forces in
Germany and Austria, Generals Eisenhower, McNarney, Clay, Huebner, Clark and
Keyes and by the present US High Commissioner for Germany. In my conferences
with Mr, McCloy I discovered a man who brought wérmth and ﬁnderstanding to
every prébiem I presénted to him and, above all, a desire to help.

Finally, I am grateful to you for proposing me to the Army for the

honor of filling the post of Adviser on Jewlsh Affairs,

Sincerely,

ABRAHAM S, HYMAN

Major ‘FA
Acting Adviser on Jewish
Affairs
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27 Jenuary 1950
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Honorable Gordon Gruy, becretary
Department of the Army
Washington, D,C.

Dear - Mr. Secretary,

I am herewith enclosing my final report as Acting Adviser on Jewish Affairs,
In keeping with the practice of my predecessors I should like to have
delivered the report to you pe“sonally. However, I will be on terminal
leave in Burope ané in Israel tntil the end. of February and will not return
to the Zone of Interior until the middle of March, I thought that you would
prefer to have my impressions prior to the latter date.

The report has been cleared with Kr. McCloy and with General Keyes, Mr,
McCloy made no comments, General Keyes indicated that my figure of 170,000
on the post-wsr influx of the Jewish refugees (page 8) was somewhat low. He
felt that since approximately 150,000 hud passed through Austria zlons, the
total figure for Germany and Austria should be higher, My calculations are
approximate only and are based on estimates made by the American Joint
Distribution Cowmittee directors in Germany ahd Austria, Morsover, it should
be pointed .ut that most of the Jewish DPs who evenituslly reached Germany '
came through kustria, I discussed this estiratc with General Keyes! chief
of the DP Division who appeared to be satisfied with my explanation.

General Keyes made one additional comment, In the originel draft that I
submitted to him I moade no referencs to his coneern about the restitution
situation in Austria and to his determination to prevent the injustice that
I pointed out (pages 4-5)., In the draft I am submitting I corrected the
next to the last paragraph on page 5 to bring it in line with the General's-
corments, which I belleve to be justified.

Obviously, I will be at your disposal should you wish to have me call at
your office when I return to the States,

Respectfully yours,

ABRAHAM S, HYMAN

MA&IJOR FA
Acting Adviser on Jewish
Affairs
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27 Junuary 1950

SUBJECT: Report of Major Abrshem S, Hyman, Acting Adviser on
Jewish Affairs to the US Commands, Germany and Austria

T0: Honorable Gordon Gray, Secretary
Department of the Army
Washington, D.C.

Pursuant to plan, the Office of Adviser on Jewish Affairs was
discontinued on 31 December 1949, This, therefore, will be the last report
of ‘the Office and will cover the period from 15 October to 31 December 1949.

A, Solution of LP Prob?em

Progress in the solution of the LP problem can be mzasured only in
terms of resettlement., Although the emigration pace set durlng the first nine
and a half months of 1949 was not maintained during the balance of the year,
there continued to be substantial resettlement of Jewish DPs from the US Zones
of occupation between 15 Cctober and 31 December 1949,

During this period 6,743 Jewish DPs were resettled from Germany and
2,095 from Austria., Of these 1, 801 migrated to Israel, 6,297 to the United
States and 740 to all other countries. It is astlmated that as of 31 December
1949 there were 27,500 Jewish DFs in the U.S. Zone, Germany, and 9,200 in the
U.S. Zone,. Austria and in the U.S. Seetor of Vienna, These estlmates on the
residuel Jewish DP population include approximately 12,000 cut-of-cemp Jewish
DPs in the U.S. Zone, Germany and 2,000 in the U,S, Zone, Austria and in the
U.S. seetor of Vienna. The total number of Jewish DPs rescttled from the DP
countries (Germany, Austria and Italy) from thez end of hostilities to 31
December 1949 was 200,000, of whom 145,000 migrated to Israel, 46,000 to the .
United States and 9,000 to other countries,

The chief obstacle which has stood in the way of the final solution
of the Jewish DP problem has been the delay in Congressional -action on the
proposed amendment to the United States DF Act, Migration to Israel continues,
However, there sre many Jewish DPs who had plannzd to settle in Israel who
have been discouraged from going there by reports of the grim conditions faclng
the new arrival in that country. Vhen it is considered that approximately ,
90,000 nowcomers, including women and infants are bivouaced in tents in Israel
and that the prospscts for adequate housing to absorb the new immigrants are
for the time being rather bleak, it is not difficult to understand why people
who themselves have been homeless for the past decade havs ruled out Israel as’
a present resettlement possibility. These people end those who had originally
resolved to go to the United States and who are ineligiblé because they arrived
in the arces to which the Act is applicable after the cubt-off date of 22
December 1945, have been waiting for definitive action on the pending -amendment.
Now that it is morally certain that the amendment will pass the early solu%ion
of the Jewish DP problem is assured.

B. Handling of Specific Issues
1. Ruling on the rcmoval of pre-fabricated houses:

In his report of 1 Hovember 19.9 Mr., Grecnstein urged a liberal
) ol e |
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intorpretation of the EUCOM directive of 27 July 1949, deuling with the removal
of personal belongings by DPs leaving in group movements. The High
Commissioner!s disposition to implement this directive in that spirit was
reflected in a recent ruling that DPs may take with them pre-fabricated houses,
provided they meet the requirements of the directive; namely, are able to

prove that the houses were legally acquired with funds legitimately acquired.
This ruling is of particular value to the Jewish DPs leaving for Israel. It
is anticipated that most of the DPs who will avail themselves of this decision
will employ funds they acquire under the General Claims Law to nurchase their
houses,

2, A4bolition of Search and Seizure Operations as Method of Law
- Enforcement:

On 9 November 1949 a forward step was taken when EUCOM outlawed the
-use of search and seizure operations in DP camps as a law enforcement device,
and substituted for it the normal procedure on search and arrest as sanctioned
by the Anglo-American legal tradition, The mass raids were used chiefly as a
weapon against the black market offenders. Actually, no group of people in
Germany were ever exempt from the temptations of the black market. Aside from
this fact and the fact that the law infractions uncovered in a DP camp in the
course of a mass search would have been revealed by a similar operation in
any German community of comparable size, events have proven that not the employ-
ment of law enforcing agents nor the threat of their use, but the availability
of consumers goods on the legitimate market is the only effactive antidote
against the black market,

3. Publication in German of Records of Major Nurnberg War Crimes
Trialss: ‘ ‘ '

A project which has been abandoned and whieh, in my opinion, sheould
ke revived is the publication in German of the records of the major Var Crimes
Trials conducted at Nurnberg, I refer to the Doctors, Justices, Generals,
Industrialists, Diplomats and SS cases, Cur attempt to bring Germany within
the democratic orbit will remain nothing more than a noble experiment unless
the German people are first convinced that the losses which they lament, and
for which they presently hold the Allies responsible, are the harvest of the
seeds sown and cultivated by the Hazi regime. The Germans may be more readily
disposed to repudiate that regime, if it were engraved on their minds that even
before a single shot was fired the architects and patron saints of National
Soclalism had engaged in a conspiracy against civilization and that the crown-
ing achievemeat of the Third Reich was the systematic and ruthless extermination
of millions of innocent people, German and non-German, alike. While there may
be genersl apathy towards this story today, the material in the Nurnberg
vecords of trial must be readily available to such leaders in Germany who are
resolved to discredit the Nazi tradition and are determined to prepare the soil
in which the democratic way of 1life can grow in Germany.

. As compared with the amount expended on thLe project before it was
abandoned, relatively little is necessary to complete it. I have shared my
views on this matter with Mr, MeCloy who acknowledged the merlt of the project -
and directed that the matter be studied.

4L+ Restitution -~ Germany:

It is with satisfaction that I report the determlnutlon of the US
2175958
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High Commissioner to preéent the restitution law in effect in the US Zone,
Germany, from being defeated through interminable delays in the restitution
courts, In December Mr, McCloy appointed a court expediter whose sole function
it will be to follow the progress of the restitution cases through the legal
aparatus provided for their trial and review and to recommend procedural
changes for speeding up their ultimate disposition,

' Another development in the field of restitution in Germeny is worth
noting., On 4 November 1949 the Frei Demokratische Pertei introduced a resolu-
tion in the Bundestag requesting permission of the occupation authorities to.
substitute a Federal restitution law for the sgonal laws and to hold all resti-
tution cases in abeyance, pending the adoption of such a law. In presenting
the resolution the party spokesman urged that it was imperative to have unifor-
mity throughout Western Germany in the field of restitution, Granted that the
argument has merit, the obvious answer is that uniformity in internal restitu- |
- tion has, in a large measure, been achieved., The restitution laws in effect
in the US Zone, in the British Zone and in the Western Sectors of Berlin are
virtually identical and the French authorities are st the present time working
on revisions of their zonal law to bring it in line with the others, In view
of the history of our Military Government Law 59, it is reasonably certain that
the Frei Demokratische Partei advanced the resolution in response to popular
demand for a diluted restitution law, To disabuse those who had been relying
on the prospects of a watered-down Federal law, Mr. McCloy announced on 19
December that no material chénge in the US restitution law was contemplated.

C. Observations on and Recommendations with Reference to Specific Issues
1, Restitution -~ Austria:

The basic legislation on internal restitution in Austria is the
Third Restitution Law, It provides for the raturn of property transferred by -
a persecutee during the period of the Anschluss, except in those cases where
the Aryanizer can affirmatively show that the transaction would have teken place
in the absence of National Socialism. Following the October elsctions the
extreme rightists of the Volkspartei introduced a messure in parliament which
"strikes at the very roots of ths Third Restitution Law, The proposed amend-
ments would replace the legal presumption of confiscation by the rule that
restitution is mandatory only in casee where the price was inadequate or where
the seller was not free to select his purchaserj; would require the return of
the purchase price irrespective of the seller's power of disposition over the
proceeds of sale; would dispense with the provision that one of the assessors
in the Restitution Chambers must be a member of a persecutee class; and would
permit the review of all adjudicated cases in the light of the law as amended.
The Austrian press is reputed to have thrown its full weight behind the
pruoposed snmendments.

It is, I believe, fair to state that these proposed amendments are =
clear-cut attempt at the emasculation of the Third Restitution Law and that if
adopted, internal restitution in Austria will become & farce, Granted there are
hardships created by the law now in force. It is, however, relevant to mention
that the hardships on the part of the original ownesrs of the property escape
the notice of those who zdvocate the changes for the reason that most. of the
- original transferers have either emigrated or are dead; ineither case, the
victims of the evil which the Third Restitution Law was designed, in part, to
undo. The fundamental issue is not the hardships of the person who is asked to
part with property he acquired but, rather, how do the equities °f,§ﬁf§h8$35 n
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‘conparé with those of the person who was vigtimized, or with those of his
survivors. It is elementary justice that no transfer of property effected:
under duress should be permitted to stand, And it is crystal clear that at the
time the transférs falling within the purview of the Third Restitution Law were
made, there was duress, panic and terror in the very air the persecutee breathed.
Transfers made under such pressure, though superficially free, cannot be deemed
to be voluntary regardless of the adequacy of the comsideration, This thinking
1s instinct in the restitution laws in force in Western Germany and in the law
now in force in Austria., The adoption of the proposed amendments would be
tantamount to Austria's ratification of part of the mischief the Nazis intro-:
duced into Austria, It would be most difficult to reconcile this ratification
with Austria*s;contention that she herself was the victim of Nazi sgression.

General Keyes and his staff are keenly aware of the restitution
situation in Mustria end will, I am confident, in line with our basie mission
in Austria, do what they can to awaken the conscience of the Austrian leaders
to the implications inherent in the adopticn of the proposed emendments. .

It is, of course, not possible to refer to internal restitution in
Austria without inviting attention to Austriafs failure to this date to provide
for the disposition of heirless and unokimed property subject to restitution,
This property must be made available for the use of the victims of National =
Socialism, under the same formula as 1t is disposed of in the zonal laws in
Germany

2. Equalization of Var. Burdens:

I share Mr, Greensteln's views that the proderty of those who were
victimized by the Nazis should be relieved of the burdens of the Equalization
of Burdens law, present and future, This is particularly applicable to the
property of those who left Germany and who have not returned. These peqple,
understandably, are unable to reconcile what happened to them, with their
present liability for part of the losses sustained by those who, directly or
indirsetly, participated in their expropriation and expulsion.

, To meet the objection that the administration of a law providing for
that, exemption would present insurmountable difficulties on the ground that the
term "persecutees" is incapable of exact definition, the rule might be adopted

- that property which is subject to restitution under Military Government Law 59
(and similar laws in the other zones) should enjoy thet exemption., In such
cases proof of persecutée status of the owner is a necessary prerequisite to
recovery and is an issue which must be formally adjudicated, - :

3, Mnti-Semitiem:

The latter part of November President Heuss and Chancellor Adenaney
made elaborate statements on the question of anti-Semitism, On the eve of the
Jewish New Years in September 1949 they had extended greetings to the Jews of
Germany, However, for all practical purposes, their November statements -
represented the first ubttered on the subject since the end of the war by men
prominent in German political life. The statements were forthright snd repre
an excellent beginning, The President and Chancellor deplored the: brutalitie.\%
of the Nazi regime, promised to make restitution to the vietims to the extent:i%
that restitution is possible, admitted that the Germsns had reason to feel - 7
collectively ®ashamed" for belonging to a people who had subgected the Jews tOg
unprecedented slaughter (though rejecting the concept of "collective guilt") ¢
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and invited the German Jews to return to Germany to help in its reconstruction
and to reintegrate into its economic and cultural life..

1 am reasgonably certain that the appeal for the return of the Jews
who had migrated from Germany was genuine, Yet, assuming that this sentiment
was shared by Jews everywhsre, it is safe to ccnjecture that the appeal will
fall on deaf ears.. The reason is obvious. Virtually the only Jews who ‘have
been returning to Germany, and they in trickles, are the aged. They are the
people who were unable to meke an adjustment in the comntry of asylum and were
drawn back to the 1and with which their memories are associated end where they
feel at home. The Jews who were forced to flee have, in the main, nursed a
deep resentment and profound disappointment that their friends and: neighbors
were indifferent to their plight, during the period when Hitler succeeded in
mobilizing the country's sentiments against them. It would be impossible to-
plumb the depths of their feelings towards those who actively participated in
‘their expulsion and in the extermination of their loved ones, Moreover, the -
men of ability have taken root elsewhere and it is hardly thinkable that they
would return to resume their lives in an environment which is still hostile %o
‘the people of their faith, The permanent Jewish community in Germany is
presently in an amorphous stage, yet to be crystallized, 4t best, for the Jews
"who left Germany this country today represents a social vacuum in which life
‘would have little mcaning. :

Probably the most significant aspect of the Heuss and Adenauer
statements 1s the press reaction to them, In the main, the press reported the
statements without comment or with comments which were lukewarm. This would
‘justify the conclusion that the issue the German lcaders raised is still taboo
or, what is more likely, that what they said reprosents their personal philosophy
and not the convictions of the Germen people. This bears out my personal
experience, In the course of my four and a half years tour of duty in Germany
I met Germans who had the courage to reject anti-Semitism during the Nazi regime
and Germans who, today, are outspoken protagonists for a world in whiech all
groups, including Jews, cen live in seccurity. At this stage, however, I feel
that these people are 2 pitifully small minority and are hardly a factor in the
nztional psychology of the German people.

. I am in complzte agreement with Mr. Greenstein's observations on
anti-Semitism, expressed in his report of l-November 1949, and would merely
underscore the need for our own understanding thet active enti-Semitism is not
only a symptor of moral rot but is a sure sign that the other evils of the
Nazi regime still persist in Germany, " At & conference in Heidelberg, convened
on 31 July 1949 to discuss the future of Germen Jewry, Mr. McCloy stated that
Germany's treatment of its Jews will be a barometer of its regcneration as' a
democratic foree. I believe that this view is unassailabls, In our approach
to the German people we should stress the fact that it is at least as much
if not more, in their own interest as it is in the interest of the Jewish people
that they forsake their anti-Semitism,

C. Summary

The welfare of the Jewish DPs in Germany snd Lustria was the primary
concern of the Adviser's Office during the four years of its existence. Having
been associated with thet office for the past three end a half years, I was in
the position to observe the Jewish DP problem develop in the verious stages
through which it passed.
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When the war ended it was found that only about 30,00Q Jews had
survived the concentration camps in Germany and Austria, The repatriation or
resettlement of these would have been no major task, The real Jewish DP
problem was created by the post-war influx of approximately 170,000 Jews from
Polend, Rumania, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia, who fled either because of
pogroms, because of fear of physical violence, because of their rejection of
Communism as a way of life, and, to use their own words, because they could not
live in the "graveyards" of their families and friends, It is an ironic twist
of history that these people, running away from actual or potential persecu-
tion, should have come to the very country which unloosed the forces that led
up to their plight., Inherent in this situation, h>wever, was the greatest
tribute to the American people. The refugees did not come to Germany; they
came to receive the protection of the armed forces of the country in which they
instinctively had a consumate faith, Their instincts served them well, for in
the US Zones of occupation they received the care and treatment that enabled
them not only to regain their health but reatored in them a positive faith in
themselves and in their own future.

: To me it was constant source of emazement that men trained to fight
could, when catapulted into positions requiring skills totally unrelated to
their previous expveriences, show the social vision they displayed in the hand-
ling of the many complex problems the Jewish DPs presented, Sometimes it
appeared to the men on the operational level that the DPs were too great a
burden and that they interfered with functions which they regarded more germane
to the Army's mission in Germany and Austria, However, the men responsible for
shaping and implementing American policy in Germany and Austria, Generals
Eisenhower, McNarney, Clay, Huebner, Clark and Keyes and Mr, McCloy, and their
immediate staffs, generated a spirit through their com:aands in the presence of
which the impatience with the DPs was dissipated., It ig to the everlasting
credit of these men that they recognized that the Jewish segment of the

general DP population had been Hitler's chief victims and gave these people
preferential treatment when and so long as justice warranted it. ‘

During the past three and a half yecars our office made meny re-
commendations on behalf of the Jewish DPs,. Almost with no exception, every
request which could, within the framework of our occupation policy, be met,
was readily met. Aided by UNRRA, the IRO end by the Jewish voluntary agencies,
notebly the American Joint Distribution Committee and the Jewish Agency for
Palestine, the Army pursued & course which led to the rehabilitation of several
hundred thousand lives who had all but lost faith in humanity. In so doing
the US Army in Germany and Austria, in my opinion, raised its own stature as an
instrument of a living democracy.

Equally deserving of praise are the Jewish DPs themselves, Vhat
happened to these people collectively has, to my knowledge, no parallel in the
history of civilized men. All of them were uprooted from their homes, many
were the sole survivors of their immediate families, and nearly all will, as
long as they live, be tortured by the gnawing memories of children, wives,
husbands, parents and other kin breathing their last before a Nazi firing
squad or expiring in a sealed freight cer, in a gas chamber, in a crematorium,
or in a living gruve, In the light of these shattering losses, which were
sufficient to unbalance the most sturdy, their record in Germany and Austria,
especially for the resilience they displayed, for the self-restréaint they
exercised, and for the will to live they dcmonstrated, deserves a special
place of honor in the story of mankind.
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-1 am most grateful to the Army for permitting me to serve in the
Adviser's Office and for the singular privilege of ending my tour of duty with .
the armed forces in a post which enabled me to experience the warmth and
understanding which Mr. McCloy brought to every problem I presented to him,

ABRAHAM 8, HYMAN
4 Major FA
Acting Adviser on Jewish Affairs
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: S In this report I shall (a) mdlcate the progress whlch has been
" made in the -solution of the ]ew1sh DP.: ‘problem during the period. of 1
]anuery to 15 October 1949, (b) refer to. specific problems which have

. been handled: ‘during this period and (¢) present my observations'on a
number of issues which still merit the" interest: and attention of the US
authorities in Germany and Austrla. S :

My tour of duty extended from 15 February to 31 October 1949

I am mcluding the period between 1 January and 15 pebruary because my |

predecessor, Dr, William Haber, who wvacated the post of Adviser. on
. 15 ]anuary 1949, reported to you for the period up to 31 December 1948,

| A Solution of the DP Problem. »7

The mass. resettlement of -the. ]ew1sh DPS whlch started ‘with the

emergence of the State of Israel and with the 1mp1ementation of the U.S,
. DP Act, continued throughout the period covered by this report,. Between
1 Ianuary 1949 and 15 October 1949, 54,700 were rescttled from Germany

and 12,500 from Austria. Of these 40,300 migrated to Israel, 23,500 to the =

- United States and’ 3,400 to all other countries. It is estimated that as’
- of 15 October 1949 there were 33,000 Jewish DPs. in the. U,S Zone, ,

Germany and 10,000-in the U, S, Zone Austria. These estimates on the

residusnl ]ewish DP populatlon include approx1mately 18, 000 out of camp

Jewish DPs. in’ the US ~Zone, Germany and 3, OOO in- the U, S, Zone, '

: Austria A S

The progress 1n the solution of the Iewish DP problem, measured~'

in terms of resettlement, has been a source of great satisfaction to every

- one who has worked with this problem. Every person resettled represents

~ a human being reclaimed from a life which, at best, was little more than
- an aimless existence, Some DPs w1ll have problems of adjustment in
Israel, in the United States and in other countries where they have been
resettlcd However, my observation of their absorption in and acclimatiza-
tton to Israel a.nd the United States convinces mie that the effort expended
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vidends in terms of the pr'esent and future well being of these people. I am .
also confident that these DPs will make a real contribution to the countrle
of their resettlement i o

B, andlmg of Speciflc Problems
| 1 Camp Consolidatzon o

On 1 January 1@49 there were 48 ]ewish DP camps in the U, S. Zone,.
Germany and 18 in the U..S, Zorme, Austria, By 15 October these had shrunk to
10 and 7 respecuvely. It is my 3udgment that as the population of existing camps
decrea,see through future resettlement further consolidatlon will be pousmle

even before the IRO phases out

Lo r:[’he consohdation of. the Iewish DP camps was 9ch eved in record '
tlme and with 2 minimum of inconvenience to the. Jewish DPs, as a direct result -

- of the active cooperation between the Army. euthcrxties the IRO the DP 1eadcr- :
ship and the representatives of the voluntary agencies working with the Jewish

~DPs, It is to.the credit of the Army and the IRO that they permitted the initid-

- tive'in thxs field to be taken by those who worked exclusively with the Iemeh DPs'*
: ‘e.nd that they progressively ab1ded by their recommendatlons. o

~The camp consolidation program revised only as condmons war- T

« ranted took into account the comforts of the people, sought to keep to a rmini-
. mum the number of moves for each family, and synchronized the camp closings
- with the ex1st1ng resettlement opportunities for the.people involved. .in the moves,
As the camps inthe U, S, Zone, Germany, closed, the inhabitants ‘were segre-
_ -gated into four categories: the medical hard core, the US,-bound, the Israel-
-bound and those who, having indicated no practleal settlement: choice, were
labeled as the “undeczded” The people moved into the camps housing exclu-
 sively those of their own category. This was done in the interest of efﬁclenc ;
‘in the. future handling of the prcblems umque to each group. -

‘ A personal inspection of nearly all the existing Jew1sh DP ms'celle,tlonq ‘

 inthe U, S Zone, Germany, and of some of the camps in the U, S, Zone, Austria,

. convinced me that gauged by accepted standards for refugee care, the Jewish '
- DPs are adequately housed * : : : C :

2. Removal of Personal Belongmgs

: o One source of irritation to the Iewish DPs was the restmction on the
removal of their personal belongings to their ultimate place of resettlement ‘
Until 27 July 1949 the DPs were permitted to take to the countries of destmatlon
only household goods and small hand tools which craftsmen might use in self-
~ employment, The removal of any other property required special licenses which
‘Military Government was reluctant to grant, The DPs resented these restric-" - .

~ tions since they felt that having lost, ‘been deprived and robbed of nearly all of

" their property, they should be permitted to remove everything that they legiti-

mately acqmred in Germeny, which, in turn, they needed to become selfsustain-
ing, - 3= » , o MORE
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. settled in group movements may take with them all property provided they are able

to prove that they acquired the property legally with funds legitimately acquired,

~ This directive has had, and in my opinion, will continue to have a salutory effect. on
- the resettlement of the Jewish DPs, The regulations should be given most liberal
mteroretatmn to permit the DPs who have been enterprising, to take with them

- material goods they need in. recreating their lives in the countries where they re- -
settle, : ~

2. General Clalms Law

= “Another issue whaeh was. satisfactorily resolved Withln the past nine months
is the General Claims Law, Under this law the Laender comprising the U.S, Zone,
Germany, have undertaken to compensate those who under National Socialism suffer

"~ ed the loss of liberty through incarceration in concentratmn camps and ghettos, thos

who sustained injury to person or damage to property, and the dependents of those
“who where killed at the instigation of an agency of the Third Reich It was in har-
mony with the American concept of Justice that General Clay refused to put his
stamp of approval on a draft of this law which excluded in-camp DPs from the
class of beneficiaries, and it is to the everlasting credit of Mr. McCloy, the U.S.
High Commlssmner, that he did not permit a revised drait of the 1aw to be re-
- ferred to the west German State, where more than likely, it would have been in-
- definitely shelved, The law which Mr, MeCloy approved on 4 August 1949 meant
‘niot ohly that the v1ct1ms of National Socialism would, in some degree; be compen-
sated for thelr losses but.what is perhaps equally 1mportant is the moral prin-
c1p1e involved in. having the present German government accept responsibility for .
" “the crimes committee by its predecessor. No regeneration of the German people
“is, in my opinion, possible until the Germans acknowleédge this reSponsibility end
' untxl they take steps to disavow the entire complex of the N azi reglme, :

4 Disposition of Non-identxflable Cultural Property. o

The U, S authorltles played an important role in effcctlng the reclamatlon »
of a vast collection of Jewish cultural material which the Nazis had looted in Ger-
many and in the eountries they overran, The Nazis had planned o use this Judaica,
by distorting it, to prove that their policy, calling for the total extinction of the
Jewish peuple, was justified. Under U, S, Military Government jurisdiction, the

B Archival Depot. at Offenbach spert several years in assorting’ this material and in -

- segregating the identifiable from the unidentifiable property. On 15 February

1949 all of this. cultural property, not identifiable as to source and ownership, was

" turned over to- the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc,, as Trustee for the Jewish
people, under an agreement which charged this organization with the distributlon of
the property to ‘‘such public or quasi-pubhc religious, cultural and educational
institutions as it sees fit to be used. in the interest of perpetuating ]emsh art and
culture’’, This property, consisting of about 130,000 items included buoks, Torah
scrolls ‘synagogue paraphernalia, ritual objects and Jewish paihtings and furnish-
ings., Subsequent to this agreement, a staff of experts, representing Jewish Cultur-
al Reconstruction, was permitted to enter the U, S, Zone, where it allocatéd and

" shipped the metemal to Jewish libraries and. communities throughout the World
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4, Antl—Semitlsm

Durmg my tour of duty Ifound relatlvely llttle in G rmany of what might be ‘
‘ termed overt forms of anti-Semitism, - In an occupied country, where basic attitudes
_‘are necessarily repressed, this fact is no gauge of the intensity of the anti- Semi- '
tism that still exists, No one can work in Germany for even a brief period with- -
out being conscious of the deep, underlying hatred and hostility against the Jews.
It will take years, perhaps generauons before the- virulent form of anti-Semitism
'w111 have spent 1tse1f '

Ali comoetent observers agrce thnt mllltant netlonalism in one form or an- |
~other has been on the rise in Germany sinee early 1948, Therc is a reason to

. believe that with the creatlon of the Federal Republic of Germany, it will, in all-

likelihood, increase, This nationalismwhich expressed itself without restraint
in the speeches of the polltical candldates of all parties in the recent German
, electlons, is a danger signal which no one can afford to ignore, It is true that

‘the Bonn constitution is democratic in concept and provides for many safeguards
- for thé protection of the basic rights of man. However, constitutions are not self--
executing, From the standpoint of the future what counts is the spirit in which
Germmy will be gowrned

Tt is hlbhly agmﬁcant that m the rec»nt electlons no party, competmg for
fthe votes of the German electorate found it pohtically expedient to denounce -
Hitlerism and its vicious ant1—]ew1sh complex, The generztion which grew up
during Hitler! 'sregime has been schooled in the leader principle and unless there
is decz*wu rejection of Hitlerism by those elected to high public office, the Ger-

. man masses will continue to nurture the hatr 2ds planted in them by their former .
leader o : : o ' T L

Chancellor Adenaue,r and Premdent Heuss took a step in the r1ght direction’
when, in extending N ew Year's ‘greetings to the Jews of Western Germany and in =
inmtmg them to take part in the mtellectuel soc1a1 and political reconstruction of
Germany, they said, “The. Jews will not forget - the 'loyal Germars . must not -
but together we must overcome our evil inheritance.’”” While these sentiments R
- will be '\pprecmted by people with democratic instincts, wheruvcr they may reside,
they will remain hollow words uniess the new German Republic takes positive
Steps to combat anti-Semitism and to dlS?SSOCi&t‘ itself from its “‘evil 1nher1t- -
ance” by a concrete progmm of action, . . .

- On the ba Siq of. my observatlons and work in Germany, I have formed the
followmg, COI’lC].USiunS. C - ’

1, Itis 1*nper3tiVe that the occupying powers recognize in anti-Sem1tlsm the
‘rejection of the democratic prmmple and as the unmistakable 51gn of the resur-
gence of German nationalism in its most vicious form,

: = =8~ o MORE
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’ 2. It is imperative that those entrusted with authority in Germany be ever
vigilant against any manifestations of anti-Semitism and that they deal with it in -

vigorous end militant fashion, .

&, It is imperative that the powers reserved by the authorities in the Occupa-
tion Statutc be so exercised as to guide the press and other media of commumcm-
tion in bringing about a -genuine regeneration of the German psople, ‘

: 4; From a long range point of view it is of the utmost importance to develop
a positive, democtatic program which will reach into the governmental circles,
into the church, the family, the schools and into the daly lives of the German
people, .

There is no single cure for antz-Semltlsm. This is true of any country

- where the disease thrives, It is doubly true of Germeany, where, sanctioned by
law and dinned into the ears of the ¢ld and the young, it had bucome a naticnal
fetish whose validity few people questioned, end fewer had the courage to chal-
lenge, It will take at least as much time and effort to destroy the virus of hate 2
it took the Nazis to implant it in the hearts of the German pecdple. It will be a
long and uphill fight to which all the liberzl and enlightened elements, in and

out of Germany, will have to apply themselves if any perccptible dent is to be
made in meeting this proolem.

D. Summary

What has been achieved on behalf of the Jewish displaced persons fisthe re-
sult of the magnificent team work between the Army, the IRO and the Jewish
Voluntary Agencies, The Army’s contribution to this cause constitutes, in my
judgment, one of the most inspiring chapters of our occupation history. Both in
Germany and Austria, the U.S, Army has been and is regarded by the Jewish DPs
as their guaranty that as long as they are required to remain in these countries,

- their physical security will be assured and their moral rights respected.

The Army, 'the IRO and the Jewish Voluntary Agencies have shared in an
outstanding job inthe care, rchabilitation and resettlement of the Jewish DPs,
There was no precedent for the huge relief and welfare program in which the
three groups participated and it is 2 tribute to their humanitarianism and re-
sourcefulness that the DPs are emerging from their experience in a good state
of heelth and in a frame of mind that promises their successful readjustment |
to normal life in the countries where they resettle,

‘There are problems to which I have referred which still require the close.
attention of the U, S, authorities in Germany and Austria, I have discussed cach
of these problems with Mr, McCloy and with Genera] Keyes, as they relate to
their respective areas of jurisdicticn, I am confident that they will continue to
exert their influence in the ]ust solution of these problems,
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" e 23, 1949

T0r Ampricsn Jowish Comvittos
fmeriem Joint Distridution Joumities

m A@w for Palestine
%erld Jewish Congrean

Vmsmmetmrsmmﬁwm&ylmlmlﬁ.w&?rwm

. Duxing the ysria& Hay 11 to June 15. 10 Jewiah DP camps wero alosed, leaving
36 cemps 8t411 open in the US Sons Germeny as of Jume 15th, The ccnsolides
thon end wovoments were sffeoted without much 4iffieulty. In spversl

the people involved in the tramafor vefused to dotrsin st theiy

rinstion en the ground $hat the sscoumodatiens in the receiving osmps

_wore not of Bheir chejce. However, when they realized thst their pwotests

wore of no evail thoy entored their naw gquerters, where, so far as Y have
boen adls to dotardme, they live under conditions somparadle to thoss

thay enjoyed in the camps they left,

. Cm ama 7 & moeting on eemp consolidation was hold in Bed maatnsan. b
vas gbtended by represcntatives of the Avmy, IR0, AJDO, JAFP, Central
Commttas and by my office. At this mesting it wee estimated that there
are 18 to 20 thousend DPs }iving cut of oomps end thet the inecemp P
populetion in the US Zone, Germeny, was eppreximately 26,000, maia‘bhg
of $he. folloving oetezories:

7000 Yith BO numbors for immigretion to the U,8.
5000 ¥Medical hard soro

7000 Batimeted will go to Imel in Jnae and July
7804 Seciel hard core @

i‘%m EC group, which may inersase to 8000, 1ne1ué.es enly those who have

3 paubers and quelify undor the ourrent P sot, The "medfeal hard ecore®
imla&a the immodiate melatives of these who heve physicel disabilities
and sho are jneligible for immigration, The 5000 figure mey prove %o be
escespive sinee there are ¢oges where those llated &g "mpdicsl hard core?,
hawe, in fact, lef't the zons and 1mw:mea of rmnim Mgmcmg mam*
msr siqlk,

The group labsled as the “gozial hexd core® imcludes (1) people who heve
poided to remain iu Germany so lons @9 thoy osn oxploit ths Germen eeonocmy;
(2) those who, presently ineligible for immigratien to the U5, are deter-
mined $o wedt until legislstion mokes them eligidley smd, (3) those who
depire to go to Isreel, but prefer to remein im Cernsny es lang es living
gonditions hore ere supsrior to these in larssl,

It ia insvitable thet as time passes, comp coneolidrtion will bocome in-
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i@w digfionlt to W aady Koot of tho psople invelved in the

58 have beon shifted frem one cexp %o another at lsast onge Befars.

; » furthor censclidetion ie in oy opiaicn, imperaidve, The program
gt eontinue uo matter how inpcuveniemt ¢ betomss to the individusls foe

«vei?éaﬁ.' The following feodole shonld be tekon fnto aseounts

: T wswmwwsmm the consolidetion program, w wmld
satomaticnlly stop or 9low dows the movewent to Imresl. Ab this atage
virtually no one frem say cenp eeta a definite date for going to lareal
umil ‘the date of the camp elowing s fixed, _

Bs The cansuntowent of cemp emm has axaa influenced those who
m ROt mtﬂwta& in Isras) to sake immalete ateps to prove eugamsw f'ew
migvation to the Upited States,

mﬁm the fesling in some quartery thed the tompe oF gamp amtm is oo
y 85 the June 7 mecling 4% wes decided to olose 4 installations in the

,aaamé half of June end & in the montd of July. Thore 4o overy reesen to -
' 'Mﬁﬁ?& téxa% the goheduls will bo wmet end t&at by the ¢nd of Nuly there will
mmy cemps in the US Zons of Germemy,

2 B a6 mﬁ 3 55
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3 - - - * . .
2 " 1 » i -
- k ) - - Q -
- 5 - - T -
- 3 ok - - -
3 e 1 o ¢ -
- L2 2 1 - -
- - - - 3 -
59 FI57 G567 413

The sbove ¢hapt m«s&%u&aﬁm m.:ms:m figures for the pericd feem

Jagn 1 to Juns 15¢ 3949, Thie tsbie doss mot imolude Pigures for these,
epongored bty AYEO end” KH& who sant to consitrics other then the US end
Isreels 7Thuas, the ressbtlogent figure for the pericd covered by this rspors
' ‘-3 as 1@%3 ngmt

H
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Mﬁ M mm M e aMia&

mnm %hs @aaeraa wi%b Y Gﬂw of tshe ma, %&tmny
; mﬁ mseatea to B&m the ehssm a& e Genw mwm

val %Wﬂm daeply moved m in ksa vory wexrm yospsnss umsam his

i epprooicticn of tho contritution meds by the Jewish groups in the

o ant rohabilitation of the Jewish DPp, Ho padd e gloming tribute to

_ the DPa thenmolves and sseured wa that in his private sspaaity, after leos

- ving his post, he would on overy ogccosisn thet mmmmﬁ $taelf, 1iFS
'Ma voice ¢n bohalf of these people.

, By 1ee% popert I referred o the formilation of o wow direetive govere

dng the removsl of PP baggage fyom the meme. I indicated shat Shis

- diraotive wenld w at Mmt g8 lideral sz the oho eufrently in offaet.
stually 4% offers farmm thim w5 hed hoped for,

- I-pointed cut that Deoaues of or 4n apite of the 6&:@&&17@3 the people

_;mm finding ways of removing ell of Bheir belongings. Ia the last feu

" weoka the situetion hes begoms scmsilerably woree, The Gormen eustoms

;c,zm. W m supervision of the Mililtary Cuatoma Unlt, have degun
ISpest baggage ot the JAFP worehouses end WM peinte, They have

Hy awitmx has been ﬁm pome

: g wat
e w Be izzamm aa;azls w the J’m.

port & *ﬁisemmaiw.

2 m avny mmsm arg

wnt and soveral deys ago leouned iastrudticns thed the JAVP will
Mﬁm 0 be the mole ogensy Sathordiged to inapest baggege of Jowlah
DPg podng $o Ieresl. This should result in the vesumption of baggage
MWM %o Inresl, The new regulation edout %o be fasued will, I hopo, :
fermenently resolve tho problems invelved in this fwporbent aspest of grouap
j mma to lsvaal.

- 'I"&a Gm Gepayal Clejms law, in whieh ihw Lamr in the UGS Zone urdorw
take,y inter aua. to provide some couponsaticn for thoge who were iRgaYése
radod {n eoméantration eamps mnd ghettos, has not as yot boen retified by

 the UY militery authorities, The revised draft hes been apwaﬂ by the
logisietion Boview Bourd in Beriin, Its staff astudy rocommond ,
Vaaxtiem of the 1@ 15 being scirsulated, for concurrense, Kustg tim mtamswa
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&%mm in the Gffice of Militery Govermmsut. X om aivised et vha

(3 am ﬁmm !a atme&iva M}x to mw cm $0 &Mea' mw w '
WMI 3&%@%@%@@%%&@%&&%%
. heve lodt Covsamyg duncloess axd $horefove Gro walties to reseive

. - ,vmmﬁwwamﬁ m%a thinge they osn foke elcmgs

- z'k,ia inppasidle to Gecelosste She agproval of the lam. zwa ars cortatn

 tadsed hg tha W 88 & m&t & the war, % Firgt Cednenges m

" videy for immsdiete velief Yo certein indigent groups wdo mﬁ’w 43 2

, m&%e@mw. The funde to smet $hin burden are o be oupplied by a

_‘.5% S en @1 property omers, e of the end of hostilities, with the

- progish thes United Maticns nutionsls whe m that ptatus én ma, 1945
a?a a&mfa frem o bom,

fv& soan as I Joerned that the meuw wore not imeluded fn the QEOHYw
- hed geoupy 1 ¢elled Gonoral m. a4 cedl the mattep with him end Poe

4 wy views fa writing, in o memerendas that I submitted ¢o him. I .
@ mslosing & eopy of the mw. Ty Oeneral indieated thet my views
‘bo mtndied by hio steff end that he would keop mo inforwed of the

. Geveolopments on this iseue, Un Jume 11 I reeciwed @ lstéer frem him in whioh

m mg&m t548b be was reforring the mabter t¢ the Covernmens, I oo

 anslooing a copy of thet letters I beve not hed the Ww to digs

S mw m netter with the Geperal, boyoud my initiel oswersation with him

_en this gadfest, However, I construe hdo letter $o wsan thet be hey osked

. she Stete Departmoat for advise, Rwving lowrped that the exouption o

“-gagor of United Hubiona mstienels wes msaw apan by the US end UK Hilf.
tary Governors caly 23 a Yesul?t of somsiderabls poessure en the part of

 aome of i;hs lorge US corporatiens mi@ mﬁamai& koldinge in Gormany, ‘
I believe thet thp chemsss are very slight thrt anything ¢an be scoomplished

" at thde ond in brosdening the ¢scmption $o imolude porsssutecs, In oy

opinicn, & fevorable desision om shis tesus ¢en only be eshieved by awhs

timg prgpsure ¢n the State Dopartuond.
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ot pmﬁ M M; BOW mw a ms mh!m cf 1& ¢enforsoment

& ixvolwed is the moticm of the sity in which the o@ﬁaee ef the
Agensy, the lspesli OGonaul, the AJDO snd the Gontwel Oeemittes
ated, Feam 1945 on thio aros gepved ea 0dp center ef Jowish 0P
Lty in the Zone and very rapidly beoome a trading poot vhere the

h DPe m@& in m m mr. sems mnwam ad m oshmm.

m ﬁ%w W’iﬁa mmva that this «wm@* atmﬁaﬁ. tm mpm

1od ever into tiohl Strssse., Today Mobl Strasse prosents ths follows :

ﬁi@Wm Bxtending over o distenge of chout £ive Blooks thars a2e abous

; .,,;. budlt; omed and ope-eted by Jewish DPs. Bow ahops &re going up
-feverish pese. The gtores range frop temporary wooden shugka; where

g ,:,‘ltgima ftoms ave sold, to firet rate shopn vhere bolts of oloth, sflver.

ware Bnd leuther goofls may be bought st prices below the provailing cost in

the Geyman shops. In aldition, the atores are pretty well stocksd wish
itong whidh coms from Amardesn Post mm gourgeg. Ib iy of ocmrse,

- prohibited to 4raffie in thess itoma. As unsightly =s thess permenent A

. end ‘seub-permanent estadblishmnts are to thege of us who £ind it grotesque,

5 4 wart t%giy. to gee concentrstion camp servivors in the role of merghsnts

in G nye thoy would prescnt po problem if Hohl Stregse were normal in

BRI - % 3 mhm'myaew. The anthorities would, 1 fesl, not even bo exexgined over *

the feot thet prohibited ftems are @cld in the stores. Howover; the foot
44 that Moh} Btroase and the otroots edjesent to the oteres are generally
 Jozmed with people who traffie in PX oigorettes and ohotolates snd in
suryency, in full publie visw, In aldition, there are a number of Jewish
omcd gafea in the meighborhood that furnish e faseds te e Jawigh DP
@lamont thet has a very unsevory reputstien, The total impwossion cress
ted hy Hohl Strasse 1s thot 4t fa one of the moat active blesk market
~ ¢onters in Gervany. If, from the point af faet, it does uot deserve bhat
myaﬁmicm. it certainly is the wmoat ggnspignous bleak merket genter in

' M@ualy. froam the pablic relations standpoint, Mohl Stregse is an eye

2008 it wondd be that if the mart were losated in sny othwr section in
L v, The fest thet it flourishes right at the doorstep of the Jowe
]iah ovganizations mekes the spsasecle infinitely worse, Tho situation
- bag h@en the smbjoot of mueh discusalon among the DP leadarship, the Jaws

1gh orgrmisetions and the military asthoritios, It hes reashed the stage
- whers m the immdiste future drastic mosgures are going to be tsken by
the pilitory to "er:zck down? on the illege) estivities of this gtrest,

I oy emferense with the authorities, I hewe urged that the German po-
1iss be kept out of the pisturs and that the problem be handled oxzelusively
by Us military personnol. The suthorities taks the pogition that aince
Jerman gtreets ars involved, the basic reaponsihility for policing them
is thot of the Gerwena. Aceordingly, the plen that has been evolved cnlla
for tho uge of Jerman polise to handle the situstion, 1 have, however,
susseeded in sonvineing the authorities o employ soms militsry petrols
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Wre the minjram of ampimt inpidents in the operation, Mgrew

ﬁ% gontamplated sation will not teke plece without the poeopls mw
warnibg @ to whet will take plecs, It 48 my hope thet as 8 regult

vod algn on the part of the Osmtral Committes, using ibs

W mtin@. the sttuatien will Se brought under econtrol
- the police move in. Past effovie in this direction heve proven
Wf&%wm,zmtaid that the people have mamaced to
- 9zpt bo® the German polises This um there is 2 unenimous agressent in
“au qwmm thet Mohl Stropse mast be olemmed up and remain ¢leam,

' -aeaan&ed this matter in detell Beoeuse there is o possibility
be ultimate sotion thet may be teken will invite somo unfevormdle

$ty end I wented you to heve the beskground of this aicumsm. The
Garuen police will Dot represent any ohsngs of policy on the pert
- aukhordties, DPs engesed in aiy fors of mativity outside of the
W&My genteors havo aslweys bson smibjeet to the furisdicsion of the

s muaa, I should albe 242 that the aotion that msy howve %o bo te-
! 3aic ‘ Jmtmmaftheﬁem

33?@?8


http:i?1i�!~.lr

COPY

PADUANTRRS

 Jume 7, 199

Peayr Phil:

M‘M,lﬂ\_ ik,

Pnglosed f£ind copy of wy met mwn@an Ausbr&a)ﬁﬂd&

I nape will be of interest to you. T
answarding your latter of Hay 13th ny preaaxst %h:lnking ie to rete
- urn homs during Beptembor at which timle if w0 ¢an maintein our :
prosant mbe of immigration, mast of the eamps will Ye clossd, with
the oxesption 6f o few whloh mast be retained for the medicelly lwd
core ond for thoss walting to gp to the United Btates.

I mbseride eompletely to yosur high opinion of Ave and mﬁasug
would please me more than to have m suecoed me when I leave,

With warmoet persomal regarde, I am -
Gewlialls'o

[s] Barry Orsemstein
Advinar on Jevish Affalirs

Ea¥bi Phillp 8, Bemnetein
Templs B! rith Kodeah

117 #nvhs Stress
mmmm- 5 5. Y.
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May 11, 1949

TOt dmerican Jewish Comsittee
fmerican Joint Distrdbution Committes
Jewish Agency for FPalestine
Yorld Jewish Congress

AU

I Just returned from & thres day trip to Austrie where 1 conferred
with the US military authorities, the IR0 Pirector, the Iaraell -
Consul and with leaders of the Jewish community in Vienna, Prior -
to my departure for Visnna 1 received a lettur from General Keyes!
offioe in whish the General raised the following ~mestions:

n, %hat are the posaibllities of an influx of Jewiah refugees
into Austria from Poland, Csechoalovaiia, Hungory and
Rumania?

"be Ia there sny evidence of inoreasing ant i=Semitism 1n any
" of the ahove countrics?

c. What Jewish szencles src working in theae countries, what
are thedr sctivities and functions and how clese is their
ocontact with similar agencies in Augtria?

d. What are the indieations of official approval or disapproval
of the outward movement of Jews from these countries, seither
directly to Ralestine or via other cotmt.riem, perticularly
Anatria?

é, “hat is the prosent status of negotiations hetmsn the
Hungarian government and Ir. Arlel, the Isrsell Hepresent-
ative, with refepence to authorizing movement directly to
Palecstine?

General Keyea was abaent from Vienna, I, therefore, had my prin-
cipal conference with CGaneral Balmer, UY Dsputy Commander in ﬁuat.ria
and discussed each of t}m above items vrith him at length,

Since the first of the yoar there has heen 8 steady infiltration
of Jews into Austria from Hungsry. During the latter part of April
and, especially the early part of May, this movme%t has taken on
much larger proportions. Ilu the course of the pas Voeeksalme
oww ).000 Jewa arrivad in Vienna fron tingury by way, of Czecho-

: , being temporarily hnuaed}in the
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?thuehild l!oapitul and at Arsberger, two AJI)G auppormd instal-
ticna.

Many of these recent arrivals are young people, on their vay to
Inrael, to settle in kibbuizim. Among them urv also & number of  /
persong in the older age group. Conditions in the Rothschild
Hospital are reminiscent of the scenss of a few years ago, when

the Rumanian Jews poured acress the borders., Lvery available inch

of space is being utilised and the corridors are crowded and ovepe
crowded, with people slesping on the floor and wherever they can
find a resting place. The US military authorities and the IO are
quite conserned with ths present situation, which i3 delaying the
early cloaing of the Jewish DP camps in Austria, I was asked to

do vhat I could to stop, or at least to ewrd this movement, I
replied that any assuranoce thﬂt 1 might give along these lines would
be maningl@sa. :

Within the past fow daye Hungary ledged a vigorous protest with
Csechoglovakie and ie now insisting that Czechmelowakisa no longer
pordt this illegal movement acrvss its borders, and that it force
the Lamigrants to retum to Hungary. I spoke to a fow key peoplo
about the prodable effect of this developmentand was informed that
tids polloy, if isplemented by Cmechoslovakia, would undonbteﬂl.y

- shapply reduce the present illegal movement. :

In my previous report on Israel I mentioned that nmtiauona wore
taking place to persit 20,000 Jews to g fram Hungary to Israel,
It is my present mderatands.na that th&s figare has been reduced
10,000 and that only thoss 505 yenrs 530 OF over will be ele
Iﬁ for this esdgration. There 13 inoreaaing conviotion on
the part of thousends of Jews that Hungary holds no future for them.
It is, therefore, anticipated that they will continue their efi‘em
to find avenuss of eseape, legally or inagany. , A

‘I‘ha following figures wore supplled to @e by the US autherities
in Augstria, for the period Hareh 25 to April 25, 191.91

Jewish UPp in camp US Zone Austm, ‘emclusive of
Vierna va of March 25, 1549 eposovessecenaey &,m
Arrhals cb.mina the month ssessesesesescnssrseseee

De;aﬂur@a during the wonth co.onio.cooci'ro*i--;o 72.@3@
8%
Ps out of camp as of April 235, 19&9
Grand total of DFS in and out of camp a8 of
ﬁp‘?il 25, 19&9’ axclusive of ?im sessssssene g;m
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Fopulation

Bialik - salsburg- 730
Hew Palestine _ " 292
Saalfelden o Sgalfeldan 192
Bindermichel - HMndemiohel 1085
Steyer Steyer 1046
. Wegsaheldt ~ Hlns 602
¥elle . Wells 6L,
Hallein  Molletn 1
Ebelsberg ~ ‘ . Eboloherg 1613

7383
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Yaraelite Gonnul's Analyaia of mmm Iinuidation
- DR P Yoh e

Il ea snelosing 8 memorandum from the lIsraeli Consul to the
Augtrian Comwand which reflecta the Consul's evaluation of the
present DP situstion in Austriac gnd his frecast with regard

to emigration and the olesing of the DP campa,

During my atay in Vienna I locked i.nta the problem of restitution.

There iz real congarm on the part of all the Jewish organisations

over the Milure of the Austrian govemment, (1) to pass the ne-
cessary additional laws, and (2) to affeotiva!.y implement those

laws already adoptad,

Unlike the US Zona, Oarmny, where we have onccomprehensive law
dealing with the entire flold of internal restitution, Austris
dealt with the probles of restitation on a pleeamenl basie. Since
the cassation of hostilities Austria has passed six measures deal-
ing with intornal mumm. Thoy are the followingt

ol 8, Lew Kos 10 (1945), which recuired the owners of “aryanized”
of confiscated property to register this propwt,y with the Austrisn

authoritica.

b, -law Hol 156 (26 July 19:.6), Flret He
for the restitution of propsrty that the

LAV - provid@fl

Eaim had sonfisecated
durdng the Ansehluss and to which the mm Republic had aueoceded
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and has heald and aduinistered aa trustee for the banefit of the
persocuted

0. law No. 33 (27 Mareh 1947) Sscond e LoD Law - pro=
vides for the rmtitution of property that Wm of the NSDP and
of other outlawod Maml organisations had taken under duress from.
persscutess, The Austrlian Hgpublic deloared LMe property cone
fiscated and substituted mmu' e the t.h.h holdore

d, Law Ho, 54 (27 Karch 1.%7) Third Restitution lLaw - pro-
vides for the restitution of real and pemml pmpert in those
cases where the legal title was transferrcd to private individuals
or coprerations under duress or under eondithns that are held to
be cont‘iacatonr.

2. law Ho. 55 (37 March 19‘67); 30O nag : X
provides for the restitution of the pmp@m dmomua crgm-
$zationg which were elther diuaolved or driven underground during
the Anschluss,

£. law No. 143 (8 August 1947), Fowrth Hegtitu
provides for the re-registration of business nm nama whieh had
been deleted or umnead wnder Ham;l. presaure,

Austria has to this date failed to adopt any meamure calling for
the restoration of eonfiscated lasasehold interests and has shomn

an ineredible indifferente to the problem invalving hieirless and
unclaimed property. Proposed lezislation in these fields has been
pending for the past several years. The gensral fealing is that
in view of the politiosl situstien in Austria, it is not likely that
anything furthor will emergs in the field of restitution until at
least after the naxt general elections, scheduled to be held in
October of this year,

The major political parties in Austria are the Volkaparty (Catholie)
the Sceialist and Communist parties., Cf the 1565 parlicmentary seato
the Volksparty has only about six or eight more than the Soeialists.
The Cosmunists control four meats. ' The parties are now vying with
sach other for the swpport of the some 500,000 lesser implicated
Hagis who, on June 8, 1948, werc extended a general asnesty, and

who, for the first time since the end of the war, will have the

right to vote, Hone of the parties is willing to take the risk
of dafeat by sponsoring any further restitution laws which owiously

will be unpopaular with the masses of the people,

In mviewmg the problem on the spot, 1 found that until now each
of the waricus organisations working in the field of restituticn
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in Augtria have been m&king independent approaches to tho problem. -
It i3 not at all cortain that we can, evan under the moet favorable

circumstances, influance the situstion from this end. I am, however, 3

convinced thal we stand evan less chance unless we soordinate cur
efforts and present a single vicwpoint to the US military authorities,
and t.o the Austrian gvernment. Accordingly, I intend to call st meebl~
ing, in the courge of the next few waeks, of those agaencies that heve
boen congerned with this problem. It is oy hope thst at this eone
ference we will be able to draw up & comzon program and thal we may
succeed in agreeing upen the mest effective next steps to be taken,

~ HARRY GREKHSTEIN
Adviser on Jewish Affairs

31
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th ey, 1949
PRGMs Dr, Furt Lewin, !%eprmenta{.lm of the State of 131*&31, Austria

I take the liberty of aendtng on to ybu the follewing breakdown on Jewiéh
refugees and Displsced Persons, togat»her with owr future plans for the
movement of asid people,

1) Our original plan for the closmg of the Jewish i’JP oanps 1n
Austris wore as follows!

March 1949 = Riedenburg, Bindemaichel, Saalfelden and 1/2 of
Ebelsberg = , ‘ ,

April 1949  ~ Beth Bialik, Wegscheid and the rest of Ibolsberg

Hay 1949 - Rallain.' %ela, and Stayr,

During Yareh we had to alter this plan a littleo, ¥o postponed the clos-
ing of Saalfelden snd Bindermichel because of redsons, known to you, and
changed the deadline for half of ibelsberg to April, with tho rest teo
follow in Yay. From Wegscheld also, -¢ sent i'ir&uy enly candidates wim
desired to go to lsrael during this sonth,

For Parach we did ‘not. decide on any deadlin: at all, 48 ws do not cone
" sider this camp Zionistic st all, and have only to daal vith individual
cases there,

Our above mwntimed plen for t.he 11 uidation of the cm';p was rwalimd
ag followst ‘

iledenburg - olosed at the end of Yarch 1949
Sadlfalden and Both Blalik ~ closed &b the ond of April

Modenburg snd Saslfelden were taken over by the ?ﬁils.ta‘ry, while
Bath Binlik was desigatud as transient ecanp irstaad of Saalfelden.

2) ‘The situstion row ia as follows:
Bindermichel aﬂcwada a8 100 candidates for lsrasl amongt 750

- camp ryesidenta,
Wagacheid 290 amongst 500 residents

Steyr o * g0 *
Wels 350 ¢ 700 "
Beleberg 800 ° we ¢
Halledn 400 ¢ 80w ¢
Beth Bialik ' _ '
oo o~ 500 (on the day of slosing)

g <

Persech 100 * 250
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Mm_mndm to be attached to repo

Ve have not declded en a deadline for the above named mps yet, but ae=.
cording to our plans, all candidates should leave for Esrael eithar at ﬁha
end of ¥ay, or &rin@b June at the laﬁeat.

I should ke to exphasise the fect, ﬂmt. where our deadline for li.quidation
of a canp coincided with the deadline given by IR0 and the amy anﬁwriuea.
as was the case with Rledenburg, Ssnlfelden and Beth Bialik, the cloa&ng
took place on the exact dates given; and all the mm.datw le!t at the
proper time, waesting the caxp for ita mtm-a m. ‘

Only in eamps whare the dates aet for 3.1¢mmaum by other anthoritias
were different to our deadlime, as in the case of Bindermichel, the closing
of the camp was postponed.

2) At the soment the situation is. ruther complicated due to the fact
that a new streonm of refugees have arrived in Vienna during the last three
montha., In March there have been 1910 new Jewinoh refugeecs in Viemma with
1524 candidates for Israel, in April 2519 with 1722 reglatrations for ‘
Israel and in bMay up to date LLOD Jowish newcamers. For this month we

have not finished our registration yat.

Dtn'ing the thres mtha in question, the tollmving have laft aum.r:la wﬁh
the dostination larael:

15.3.19L7 - 883 immlgmnts
25,3, - W76
Sely - 969 "
ﬂ,& - 7 52 w
3 . 5 - 381 "
8.5 - By [

3) The following immiprants loft Viemma during the pame times

¥arch 1949 ~ 1000
April - 380
May up to dats 274 ,
4) Per the month of May, we have planned the following trensportst

150501949 - 600 immiyrants -
25,8 - @0 "
3005 - 5@ "

For all these transports we have boate waiting in Italy to leave for
Iaraal. ‘

§) There was some dalay in 3.mig;mt’xnn to larael from Augiria during
the month of April, due to two fsstes Firstly, the Passover holidays,
which lasted fhr 7 days, end secondlys the difficulties wdth the ‘ﬁmsian
pamits. which obataelfe hag been removed in the meantime. 3 1r°79">9
(I
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6) In fut.m. all transports from Vienna will aonsist of 360 imalgrants
for each transport up to the lath of lMay, whereas bhetveen the 15h and
31st of Hay, we hope to send from 200 to 300 persans severy ascand day.

7) The exact nuwer of candidates left in Ebel.sbarg for medical rvasons
I camot give you at this time,

I hope that thase figures will help you to arriva at 8 clsar plcture of
ocur movorents during the 1331. aonths and for the near future.
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May 3, 1949

T0:s American Jewish Committee .
American Joint Distribution Committee
Jewish Agency for Palestine
World Jewish Congreas

This report covers the period fram Eareh 15 to April 30, 1949 for
the US Zone, Germany.

In Gener

The tempo of emigration set during the first half of March continued
unabated during the balance of that month but sloughed off consider- .
ably during the month of April. The principal reason for this slow-
dom was the Pasgsover holiday, during which no movement was scheduled,
I utlized part of this period (April 4 to April 21) to vieit Israel,
with a view of determining the soundness of a camp consolidation schee
dule tentstively agreed upon in my office, and vd.t.h the further view

of exploring the poassibility of transferring the "medical hard core"

to Israel, My observations on this trip are contained in & separate
report that I have sent you. ¥

On April 27 I had the signal pleasure of accompanying former Governor
Lehman on & field trip in the US Zone, Germany. The trip included
a visit of one of our camps in the Kaasel arsa and of t.ha all~Jewish

Labor Company.

Because of a series of indispensable conferences in Germany and my
trip to Israel, I was unable to call upon the authorities in Vienna.
1 propose to vismit the Aystrian command on May 9 and will report to
you on the situation there when I return from that zone,

&‘ gettlement from the US Zone& Germany}

March showed the grestest monthly reduction in the Jewish DP popula-
tion in the US Zone, Gormany. A total of 10,596 left the sone during
that month, As indicated, the intervention of the Passover holiday
socounted for the radical reduction in the emigration figures for
the month of April. During that month an aggregate of l.,737 left
the US Zone, Germanye

The following chart reflects the countries of destination and the
numbers resettled from the zone during the two month pericd covered:

3 i ngi :1.;';'{‘;
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Destination March 1949 April 1949
Israel 8,451 2,735
USA 1,847 1,804
Canada ‘ 226 126
Australia ' 59 7
France . : L

Hew Zealand l

Bolivia l

South Africa 5

United Kingdem 1 |
Chile : . 2 1

Camp Cona ation

Closely related to the resettlecment of the DPs is the question
of camp consolidation. During the period covered by this report,
9 camps in the US Zone, Germany, with an aggregate population of
about 5,700, closeds As of May 1 there were 26 camps operating
in the US Zone, Germany and 8 in the US Zone, Austria,

On March 29 a meeting took place at my office that was attended

by representatives of the Ammy, the IR0, the AJDC, the JAFP, the
Central Committee of Liberated Jews and by the members of my staff,
The purpose of this meeting wms to agree upon a tentative program
for the closing of Jewish DP installations in the US Zone, Germany.
It was felt that because of the rate of emigration it would be pos-
sible to telescope and accelerate the ultimate liquidation of these’
camps., We all agreed that in view of the anticipated rate of flow
to Israel and of what may reasonably be expected in terms of migra-.
tion to the States, all but 9 camps could be closed in the Zone by
the end of June and all but about two camps can be closed by September.
Due to army requirements for one of the larger installations, the
‘agreed schedule has already undergone some revision and it is now
expected that by July there will be eleven camps that will be oper-
ating, Obviously, the ability to follow through on the revised
schedule is contingent upon the rate of departure of the people.
Although there has been no relaxation in prineciple that the agreed
schedule should be implemented, in view of conditions in Israel and
what may develop as a result of new infiltration from Rumania and
Hungary, it is quite likely that our present plans for the early
oloaing of the camps may be momewhat too ambitious,
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. Preg e’ntaggon‘.of' the Talmud to General g;fax:'A

As you lmow, while General Mclarney was in cammand, he approved
a project submitted to him by Rabbl Bernstein that called for the
publication of an edition of the Talmud in cccupled Germany.- You
are familiar with the plan for the presentatiocn of this edition to
Fresident Truman, President Weizmann snd to General Clay. In my
conference with the General on April 30, I mentioned this matter to
hime, He indicated that his departure from the Zone was imminent
and that more than likely I would have to make the presentation at
the alrport within the fortheoming two weeks. ‘

The problem of baggage inspection and the removal of perscnal be~
longings 1s still under study in the US Zone, Germany. In the
meantime, the practice described in previous reports of the office
is puraued, and so far as I am informed, the peopls are finding
ways to remove all of their belongings.

The current thinking on the matter, shared by General Clay, is

that the baggage of all DPs lsaving the zone, either for remtria-
tion or resettlement should be inspected by the German customs'
authorities, I discussed this question with the General in my con=
ference with him on March 17 and, as I intimated in my first report
to you, he took the position that the directive on customs inspection
should apply to the DPs as well as it does to all American and ale
lied personnel leaving the sone. ‘ ’ ' ‘ ‘

My office has participated in the discussions related to the new
directive which is being drafted. On the basis of these conferences,
it is my judgment thst the direotive that will emerge from these
discussions, will, fram the standpoint of the Isresl-bound DPs, be
at least as liberal as the one now in cffect,

" In this connection, I gave General Clay a realistic picture of the
present situation in Israel, stressed the acute housing shortage in
the country, and indicated that t he solution of the DP problem in
Germany could be greatly accelerated if the emigrating [Ps were per-
mitted to take with them prefabricated housing as their persenal
belongings. The General stated that there was no great production
of prefabricated houses in Germany and that in fact, the US Army
needs for prefabricated housing were being met from the outside of
Germany, This 1s contrary to the impression that I was given by
many people who have been working in the local scene, ineluding the

317342
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JAFP representatives and the DP leaders. I shall explore this
matter further and raise it with the General.or his successor at

the earliest possible date. In any event, when the General ex~
pressed his views on the prefabricated housing, I suggested the
pogsibility of having the DPFs purchase tents in Germany and of re-
moving them as their personal belongings. He replied that so far
as he knew there was no supply of surplus tents in Gemmany which
could be made available to the DPs and that what purchases could

be made would have to be handled through negotiations in Washington,

Gem‘ General Claims Law!

In my conference with General Clay on March 17, he informed me
that he had returned the proposed law to the German autherities
and that he had made it clear to them that he would not approve
a law which discriminated against the Dis. For six weeks the
German laenderret deliberated over this law and, 1 am informed,
finally agreed upon a draft which meets the major objections that
we ralsed, Vhen I spoke to the General on April 30, he had no
knowledge of this new draft. "I am told that it will be submitted
to the US authorities in the next few days.

- mig_iggg 1 Claims Agengyt

Because General Clay felt that a aseparate Claims Agenay, that might
be get np to sasist living claimants in the processing of their A
alaima, under the restitution law, would inevitably be in competition
with JRSC, and becanse of his fear, that I was unable to dissipate,
that the agency might exploit the local situation to the disadvantage
“of the claimants, he refused to reverse his previous decision en

this issue, He did however indicate that JRSO could perform the
service of the proposed agenay, I communicated this decisioh

to Mp, Ferencs about a week ago. He wrote General Clay and request-
ed approval. for JRSO to represemt individual claimants, As of today
JRSO has received no reply on this requsst,

Correction of Error in Previous Reporti

After rercading my first report I noticed that in my obsemt.iena ‘
on the formel 1ifting of the ban on the migration of men of military
age, I stated that one of the effects of this develepient is that
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the JAFP will be able to get reimbursement from the IRO for
all Israel-bound movements, It is the AJDC that has, of course,
been finanoing the sghipment of the DPs to Israel, and it is that
organization that will be in the position to ask for reimburse-
ment for its outlays on this migration. '

HARRY GREENSTEIN
Adviser on Jewish Affairs

Heldelberg

317985



. HEADQUARTERS

" EUROPEAN COMMAND

Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs
APO 403, U.S. Army

6 May 1949

Dear Mr, Grossmen:

At My, Rasterman's request I am sending you several copies of our
minutes of the conference in Heiblberg held on March 13 and 14,

With best wishes, end kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Alsihews o Yy

ABRAHAM S. BYMAN

Major JAGC

Aasistant o0 the
Aviser on Jewish Affairs

;SH/ s

¥r. Kurt R, Grogssmen
World Jewish Congress
1834 Broedway

New York 23, N.Y.
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28 April 1949

kr. Bl Rook

Amdrisen Joint Biotridution Counities
270 Eadigson Avonus

How York 16, Wew York

Bear Bliy

1 sove jast returned from & Cwowseok vialt to lsveol whero I oaatorma ~
with zasdevs of tho lorosli Governmmt end the Jowioh Agonoy on ssrbain
important probloms connoet=4 with the olosing of the P camps in Govmeny
and Austrine Prior ¢o uy deparbure I held a sories of conforences with
the Army authoritiss, She IRO, tho AJDS, the Jowich Agénoy end tho Oentral
Committos for Liboruted Jows on Ghe bagis of whioh was worked out & proe
gran looking Sowards the slosing of practically all tho DP asmps by
Soptenbor or Ostober at the lutoste

fwo deye afber 1 got btask frem loves), I wes visided by & dologation
from the Jewieh Agonoy of Hmiok,very mush distuvded that there might
b9 a substartinl vedustion in the omigration guotns for tiw noxt fow
monbhae urged e to cond e coblo immediately to Toresl whioh I
244 and am o {w onslosing for your informmtion 8 sopy of o lotter whloh
1 sest todny to lirs Borl looker and Dr. lovreel Goldstoin.

With kind vogavde, I om

Bincorely,
BARRY GRHER<STHIH

Ened.

F8]
st
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87 April 1040

v+ Borl lookor
Dre tml %lﬂmmo Troagurer
Jewich y

% the &y of wy votuyn from Iavsel, Gemsral Hnrveld, Director of smx
Affaires Divicion Biropsen Commnd, oaxo $0 csa ms 96 got & roport on my
trips I vevicusd with hMm quito frenkly the 4Afficulting of vecepbion,
go of housing snd the posaidility vhat Iurasl might heve to midify
m prosext imaigredlon sotedules [y wae vory =uoh gsneorned ond oxe
pressed hisself guite strengly that ¢ho gohedule which had bson egrood
upon By the Army aubboribics end 18O and whioh gollod for the cluulna of
gw af the ﬁ?mh@&nﬂﬁﬁmof&omyw&mr muam
mﬁaﬁhﬁ.

On Mum?. o delogation from bie Jowich y of Mlan zad S0 sze mo
snd advised m» that thoy hed fust heowrd of the posaidls curteilmont
in the omigratien quotas for the next fow Wha. whish, if applied to
Coramny, wonld mako 16 imcoasible %o ecorry out the - ‘progren provicusly
dooided upenwith tho Army end IRO.

In visw of ¢hp ooxibments alveedy mnds end fully cware of tho atbitude
- of the Avmy euthoritios and ¢he 1RO, 1 aamam the following cable
to you on Snturdny, April BSwds

Jowieh Agonoy Munieh Just iafommd m» proposed cut omigration
quota Qovmeny. Oamp liquidation ooheduls and IRG makes fapevstive
enigwation 6000 nexb memthe. Any ohénge ot this ¢ime Anvolves sericus
songoquonses Aray aubhoritioss Sm eaaﬁmﬂea immndintoly largo-
gsale movemont Hay

| Barry Groongtain

1 fool that you ghould m W any ohsmgs in the pmgmermoa upon mla
involve “perions comesguonet

"1e The Awmy is inasietent upen ologing the canmps et the carliest pospidle
datee They aro in need of tho inetollabioms end plans heve alveady buen
unde for bhw wee of some of the sumps for military purpoces. Ouy obtmge

would invelvs gerious diclsostions in Army tmni.ng and would bo ntmagty :
rogenteds

B+ The RO hay alresdy made commitmenbs for some of bha Jewdeh gomps which
wre to bu olosed in tho boxt fow mondhse for othey TPs ond any wdiﬁea%m
of this progren will likowige onugs dericus 44fFienitieg.

W)
bt
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o
o
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As & result of sy vesent trip to Iswael, I an, of courss, quite eonseious
of gad fully epgrosiats the tremondous diffioultioe under whieh loreel 4
struzgling in trylng o abuord R880,000 imnigreatie o months On the othoy
hend 46 dooe esem So mo Shat the BP camps in Cormany end Auetvia cnll for
epoainl conoidevasion: The Jows in the P comps who want So go Go xml
i1l find 4% A4ffisult b0 understand why Ghey are not pivea Gop priority
in view of ¢ho fegd that tlhoy have waited longer and suffered wove Shun any
otksy group of Jswse _

!mmmyuamaqwanym of thoss tsmwmmmmxm
writing is boosuge She militery avuthovities and the IRD dve instetond Shet
the comtinuande of tMmh&rﬁMMﬂaWWI.mrm |
mwxy noenssery will oreats & probleme

lmmWimumwwmutmmwﬁwummwm”anu
that ws cen procsed with tho originel saheduls of leorgoessals movenests
fyom Gsvmany snd Augbris with o view of oloalng tho BP canmps in Gerumny
oot lator than Saptezber 1949 snd in Austrie even goomovs

Witk kind porgomn) regards, I an,
' Stnaeroly,

BARRY CRIBEGPREIN
 Adviasor on Jowish Affaire
to ths Commander fn Uhlef

1317999
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70 Boukstein, Grossmn, Hevesi

REGARDING: attached Mimtes of Heeting in Harry Greemsteins Offise 3/29/49,
' on Camps Consolidation and Camps Closing
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Report No. 429 o > ‘
Stencilled 4/7/49 : : ~ :

At: Ay JeJe Do Co S Date of Reportg: 2/28/49 and
270 Madison Ave,’ , , 3/22/49
New York 16, NoT, o Date Received:  3/28/49
. CONFIDENTIAL

Source:  Advisor on Jewish Affairs, EUCOM
Content: .. Country -~ Germany « Austria

Subject = Report | :
' M.J;J. and E.R.
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HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN COMMAND :
- Offlce of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs
APO 403, U, S, Army

March 22, 1949

TO: American Jewish Comnittee
American Joint Distribution Committee
Jewish Agency for Palestine
World Jewish Congress

Gentlemen:

Enclogsed find two reports, one from B&zjor Hyman and Chaplain Baris covering
the period from Dr, Haber's departure té mwy - arrival and my first report from date
of my arrival February 15 to March 15, ‘ : S

Sincerely,

A R P S5

=t T2 v
= A i et T P

p"""’ P

- . B ""‘"—m%
< /s/ HARRY GREENSTEIN .
Y irs

Adviser on Jewish Affa

N - X ' . Mt phnaci i ﬂ,__,m_,muu—"‘““'«.m,‘,k“,,mww- .
enc, S | 318001’ |
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HEADQUARTERS

EUROPEAN COMMAND |

Office of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs T
APO 403, U.S. Armp.. .. i, A

. T AU . Mﬁrch 22: 1949
T0:  Amerfcan Jowish Comifttee - . ° -~ o -
: American-Joint Distribution Committee ,
Jewish Agency for Palestine oL
-World Jewish Congress S

,,

fGentlemen'

This is my first report and covers the period from February 15 to March 15, 1949:

uiég'foofﬁary 15 I arrivod 2l Two hours Later I held my first conference
with General Glay 4n Frank the hour we were together, he outlined the
following prdblems with which he felt I should be concernod‘ : ,

l, In the liquiaation and consolidation of the Jew1sh camps, there my be problems
with those who wish to remain in their quarters wmtil they can go to coumtrics of
their ultimate destination, The General expressed the hope that these problems might
be solved without too much difficulty, bearing in mind the requirenenta of the Army
as well as the best interests of the Jewish DPs, -

2, He recommended that I work closely with JRSGron problema of restitution.

3. From time to time anti-Semitic incidents wikl undoubtedly ocour. The General
urged me not to hesitate to bring these situatious to his attention and promised to
deal with thenm in a vigorous and- militant fhshlon.

Le He discussed at great 1ength the question of Jews remaining in Germany ahd the
extent and character of the permanent Jewish community. It is his conviction that

it 1s p0851ble for Jews to build a future for themselves and their families in
Germany and felt it would be a tragic mistake on the part ‘of the Jews to make Germany
"Judenrein”, In his opinion, at least 30,000 Jovis will remain in Germany and he
asked me to do everything I could to cooperate with the Kultusgemeinden and to help
them in every possiblo waye

50 During the cQurSe of the cqnference I asked the General whether 1t wag still

his conviction that- German police should be kept out of the Jewish camps, He replied
that he feels as. strongly as ever on the subject and. that his policy has been
completely endorsed. by the United States authorities in Washington,

On Fobruary 221 went to Vlenna to ' see General Keyes. .The General is eager to .
1iquidate the Jewish TP camps’ in Austria at the earliest possible moment, and would

' 1like to have the Austrian quota to.Israel increased, even if necessary, at-the expense
of the German quota, He suggested that all of the Jewish DPs.should.now be moved to
the US Zone, Germany, where he felt there was adequate space to accommodate them,
Cbviously this cannot be done, There is no reason to suggest;it.to the authorities
in Germany and they would undoubtedly reject the recommendation if it were made, On

" - the basis of .present plans I assured General Keyes that it should be possible to close

->most of the JeW1sh DP camps in Austria in: the course of ‘the rnext five months. e

hwﬂ : f.ow ;. BDDZ
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Resott t from US Zone. Germa

During the month of February emlgration from the US Zone, Germany was substantially
curtailed. Only 2,623 departed for Israels, The reduction during the first part of
the month was dus to the diverslon of shipping for the evacuation of Cyprus,

During the second part  the ships were tied up in the harbor for maintenance and
repair, The Geretsried resettlement center near Munich-and the debarkation centers
in Marseille were over crowded, The ships have been repaired and the flow of |
enigrants is moving swiftly. The resettlement figures for March will be very high,
It may even reach a total of 10,000, The chart below will give you a picture of .
resettlement during February and a review of the January figures:

' — “No:DPs Dop. Wo. DPsDop. T ot ol
@A&L_ﬁﬂﬁaxm—ﬁﬁiﬂimm—lﬂmﬁ@ ~—Jan-Feb 1949

-JAFP.. . .o Tsrael . 5,142 0 - 2,623 - 7,766
RO, USA . 78 1,959 . 2,717 -
(AJDC- ~ Camada . - 95 .. - .75 170
HIAS Australia 56 80 ' 136

- ote) .- France: S L 200

. . Y'Guba o - R S A A
Honduras - © 2 - 2
Mexico 1- - -1
New Zealand 2. - 2
Ecuador - 4 4
Bolivia 2 ) 7
So, Africa - 1 1
. U, X, -3 = p3
thmism 1 - - Lo
Argentina | 3 - 3 -
 Belgium 6 - 6
. Brazil .- 49 - 49
. Chile 16 - - 16
- - Fr, Morocco 13 - 13
. Holland . - 4 - 4
. Ttaly. 1 - -2 '
Norway 3 - 3
Sweden 6 - 6
. » ‘;TUI‘AL: - 63167 A " 4yT70 - - 10,937

11 ioninSzeo t.hePob

We estimated that there were about 60,0()0 DPs in and out of camp ‘on February 1 19494

4y 770 1left. during February and we expect about 9,000 departures in Merch, Th:.s will

- bring our .in and out-of-camp Dp. population in. *bhe LS Zone, Germany to a meximum of
,50,000 by Apr:xl 1, 1949. SR « RN S

| C gg Cogsoligatiog

The camp conaolldation program is proceeding a‘b 1ts soheduled pace. From February 15 .
to March 15 eight installations were merged with. other camps, 4t a meeting in Bad -
Kissingen, attended by.representatives of- IRO, the Army, JAFP and the Central s
Committee, agreoment was reached w:.th respect to the closing of eleven installations

318003



'“3>Lifting of. Ban on, MAgration of Men of Military Age. ‘;;'
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from Maroh 2/, to May 24. The aggregate population of these camps is 12,181,  ‘Before

these camps are closed, the: ‘people will be given priorit on emigration to Israel

and some will have emigrated to- other countr;ee. ‘The DFs have accepted the prin-

ciple of consolidation. Although they invariably send delegations to our office

with the view of enlisting our aid to postpone the.closing of.the camps for one

_-reason or. another, (now the reason is related to the aporoaching Passover) they A
move without muoh protest.\;r’ ' o .o 2

It bas been and At will continue to be imperative to adhere strictly to the con-'
* " 'solidation program oice the plafi. of aetion is agreed upon. This will, in some’ -

" instances, mean the reduction in the quality of accommodations, and other incon-
veniences to’the. DPB.? However, thése incenveniences are more: than offset by the
atmosphere of movement that camp eonsolidation creates. L

On the day I arrived in Germany, the 1ocal authorities received a cable from -
Washington advising*them that on- rebruary'll -the State Department had notified the ‘
Acting &ediator that effective February 18,. the’ United States was removing all res-
" trictions on the migration to Israel: of meh Vf“military ‘agé. This .change in ‘policy
will not, I am informed, have - any peroeptible effect “on movement to Israel. - Even
under the réstrictive provisions the people who wanted to leeve found ways. of" éither
accompanying the legal emigrants or of joining them at. some points beyond the German
and Austrian borders. Obviously, the Army knew that the restrictions were being
circumvented and that, considering the age distribution of the Jewish DP8," it would
have been impossible. to syphon off 5,000 DPFs monthly from the US Zone, Germany, :
without drawing upon men of military. age. ‘The Army was- merely diecreet in accepting
at face valie the assurance of ‘the JAFP that they were not. sponsoring -the migration
of men"of military age. Despite ‘the fact that lifting of thé ban will have little
effect on our problem in terms of the number of- people who will be lesving it does
' represent a substantial gain. ' Of primary consideration is the fact that the JAFP
will now be in the position to ask for reimbursement from IRO for the cost of
resettling the people on whom the ban was lifted: Secondly, ih' the past the.JAFP
had to bear the cost of transporting the. people from the far flung Military Posts
to the resettlement center in and about Munich. The Army is now-providing-the E
necessary transportation on mgre requisition of named reprcsentatives of JAFP,
Finally, thore is real value in being able to conduct an operction free of all

Removal of PErsonal Belongings - Baggago Inspoction

The one problem that ie the source of greatest concern to’ cvery one interested in the

"movement of DPs. to Israel is thé removal of" personsl belongings. ‘It was.a major:
issue on the agenda of the Central Committee. Council, and is ‘o problém’ that: people
discuss with me wherever I turn. " In their report’ Magor HYman and Ghaplain Barish

_have described the existing practice in the handling of the baggage of Israel-bound

- DPs, 'The present interim military directive ‘on’‘what may. be removed, 18 theoretically
“very limiting. I am informed.however, that. the ingenuity of the 'DPs did not desert

. them.. The DPs may be on.solid ground when' they criticized ‘the Tetter of the. ‘current

" ‘directive on what may be removed. ‘Theéy have’ far less roason to ccmplain in terms of

the actual practice, : : L :

o In any évent, " 1 an -of the opinion that “the directive should be. brought 15’ 1ine with

reason and am unablé to’ justify a provision that’ proveiits’a DP ‘from teking his pro-
fessional equipment, such as a dentist chair or an X-ray machine. The entire matter
has béen under study and as a result of conferences mith members of my staff the

f."',. SR 318004
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prospects are very good that a far more liberal directive on what be removed will
soon.replace the one now in force. We have been: assured that the new regulation
Will permit. the. unrestricted removal of household ‘and personal effects and hand
tools and instruments required by’ the DPs for their personal use in the practice
of . their profesaion or craft. . { o § . : ‘

With the remcvel of this obstacle, there remains one problem in ‘connection with the-
shipment of baggage out of Germany; namely, the matter of inspection. As a reésult

of the disclosure of an active smuggling ring that has been operating in the US Zone,
the. authorities here are determined to tighten all border controls, To assist him

in meeting this . problem, Goneral Clay hog invited General Schwartzkopf. ‘On ‘March 11
General Clay ordersd that all persons, includlng us and allied personnel, crossing
internatiomal frontiers of the US Control area should submit to inspection by German
customs authorities, The inspections will have to be conducted in the presence of

US Provost Marshal personnel and the seizure, if any, of unauthorized articles will

be made by US personnel, It is my understanding that the .Bame rule will apply.to the
DPs, I am prepared to recommend to General Clay that the German customs officials
_be kept out of the baggage picture, though my‘tentativo thinking is that I can .-
hardly ask for a more liberal provision for thé DPs than the Army is willdng to -
extend to its own and allied personnel. In'my ‘opinion,” the 1iberalization of the
'directive on what may be ‘removed, coupled with the protection afforded by the persomal
. Army supervision of tho activities of the German cuetoms officials are fairly adequab(
_protection for the. Israel—bound DPS. B o o ‘

,-,,Gene;al Claims law

: Within the paet month very 1ittle progress has been made on the Germn General
Claims Inw, It was not until March 5 that the Staff Study, containing the
‘recommendations agreed upon at the meeting of the Legislative Review Board, was
presented to General Clay, I propose to discuss this matter with him at our ‘next
conference, tentatively set for March 17 in Berlin, At the same time I shall take
up the question of. the llcensing ‘of the Clalms Aﬂency whose qpplicatlon the General
had previously turned down,. . o v

Djegggg;ong w;th ;QO—Genevn :giz‘_

On February 28T went to Geneva. In the abaence of Mr, Tuck, Director General of

the IR0, I discussed with Sir Arthur Rucker, Deputy Director, the present: position of
the IRO with regard to Israeli immigration, Mr, Tuck was in Palestine, meeting with
the Conciliation Commission, to remove the last hurdles that stand in the way ef
IRO's support of Jewish migration, It is"the-hope-of IRO-to throw its entire -
resources, including the use of its own ships, in the movement of Jewish DPs to
Israel. Sir Arthur stressed the ‘importance of securing apprOpriate documentatlon on
the eligibility of DPs going to Israel, to avoid any possible difflcultiee in-
eeeuring reimbureements of treneportation coets. ’ , ‘

Whlle in Genevu I also met with Miss Marjory Bradford, Chief of the Dlvision of the
o ﬁ Voluntary agencies, She discussed with me some of the problems

which are. disturbing the IRO in 4its relotionship with Voluntary agencies and the dif-
ficulties inherent in the preeent United. States DP law which are retarding the flow
of DPs to the United States,

-:I.al8o reviewed the following problems with Mr, James P, Rice, Linison Officer for
;the Americun 301nt Distribution Committee with the IRO 1n Eeneva" S

A (1) How could AJDC secure adequate relmbursement from RO for- its Outlays on-
Ieraell immigration; (2) IRO's fallure to assume responsibility for eligible Jowish
DPs in western Ewrope and Italy; and (3) the attitude of the top IRO §fj%§?5iffi
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towards the Jewlsh Voluntary agencles serving in Burdpes. . ;. l:i.v. . .0 .0 .0 ob 0

: »On Maroh 11 I atteﬁded a’ conference :in Bad Kaosingen, IB.G headquartera US Zone, Ge:mam
"© I 'tock this ocedsion to-discuss privately 'with. Diréctor: Genoral ‘Tuck,: hig meetings in
__Israel with the Concilia‘blon Comission. He. revealed to e the folldviixig informtion.

By IRO ho.s oomplete authority to mke ita own decieions with regard to the aupport
'of Jewish }IP resettlement in Israel. o ook

' b. Beoause of 'bhe delioate disouaeion now. going on between the Conciliation
g Comm.tsaion and- the ‘Arab.and Jewish States he has beeh asked nét t.o mkae or. e.nnomnoe
any decision on support ‘of migration to Ierael until March 25. S e .

cs He intends to present the mtier to the IRO General Gouncil at its next meeting
in Geneva :ofi Morch 25 and ‘feels that in all 1ikslihéod the Gmmcil will dec:tde to
- give ﬁzll support to the reset'&iement of DPa 4n Israel. : .

At th:ls oonference Mr. Tuck annmmced the prelimmry recomendations wh:tch he intende
to present to the - Geneml Council, and which have o. direct bearing on the Jawish
DPProblem- DT e T ) : BRSPS

Cw e

U ; ‘ p.,’" No additioml applioation for DP stntus will be o.ccepted after
L .Decamber 31, 1949, - '
" be The care and welfare: program will bo discontinued on Jme 30 1950
" ¢e -Resettlement and repa‘brintion progmm will be dieeontimed Ol
3? June 30 1951. o o . ST e

LT '.’--1»

‘ ,W‘ith regard to the above recommendations, it ia qu opinion the.t t.heee out-of:f‘ datee
should give us little concern as most of the Jewish DPs will, barring unforeseen
circumstances, be: resettled befors the.JRO ‘progranm is. termimateds. R RP I LA

Mr, Tuck also recommended the following fcmr poeeible methods of ;n-ovid:!.ng fo'r 'bhe ‘
so~called modioal "hard core*’- ( |

1. ’Various governments could accept a number of t’heee ref‘ugees into their cmmtries

~and px-ov:t.de the necessary 003?9- Sl A‘

2. Various governments oonl& agsume’ fimno:ial reaponsibility for oare of a etated
number in the coﬁntry ‘of present residenoe. T e Pl
3 An nrmngement could 'be mﬁe be’cweén IR,Q, au‘bhori‘biee of eountries where the
“tefugees now reside, ‘and other interested agencles or governments to provide for :
contimed maintenance in countries:dsf prdsent residerice, s :

4y 'The refugeee could becsoms “the complete- r!espmdibility of the looel authoritiea

o in the countriee where they now reside. REEAIS

Concerning these reoommend_tione 1t 16 my opim.on that th‘e Jewieh medical "hard core"
. .should be transferred to Israel and that TRO should make 2 grant to Israel to cover
* the: éxpense for the proper care and midntennnds ‘of the growp in this cgtégory., 'There
‘are, of ‘course, many-different nspects -of- this 1mﬁortent ‘rosidunl’ problem which will
need to be caref‘ully stu&ied before amr final deciaxon 1s reached.

318005
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Meeti wiﬁh the DP leadership

The Council (Rat) of the Central Committee of Libernted Jews, US'Zone, Germany,
-consisting of about oighty members and representing every Zionist faction that haos

- any. following among the DPs, met in Munich on February 21 and 22,  This body, in theor;
. .at least, .shapes the basic: pollcy for :the Contral Committee; . I attonded the opening
. ‘'session’ of this conference. and:found the local DP leaders in full agreement that-

every effort must be mmde to resettle the DPs as soon as possible. In keeping with
" ithis general view, the mecting:adopted reésolutions favoring .comp consolidation and
reduction in staff in all organizations serving the DPs, ' They also-concluded that
. 1t was no longer necessary to hold an annual Congress, such as they conducted during
the previous three years, These anhunl congresses. were uséd as scunding,bqards for
. the DPs;-to voice their -elementary demands upon the world, The measure of progress
that has been mnde iz the:Jéwish. DP-problem‘-can be:gauged by the-fact that the DPs
themselves have féw demanﬁs.

While in Salzburg I met with the Gentral Committee of the US Zone, Austria This
group posed no problem whatg§oever t6:me,. “As. indieated in Major Hyman's and .Chaplain
Barish's report, this Comnittee has a vory ambitious program that looks to the

.- .elosing of all but two of the camps in the Zone by the ‘end of May. - They. appear to
*.’be quite optimistic that:this.plan will-materializes. Obvieusly, whether the:
estimated 5,000 who are registered for migration to Israel will be removed by the
deadline set by the Committee, and concurred in by the Israeli Consul in Austria,
depends-upon circumstances that .are 1ot -altogether within-the control of the DPs, It
- was however, encouranging to me to find in my conversptions with the children in the
ORT Central School in Salzburg.and with the peopnla in camp Beth-Binlik thnt they are
at least psychologically prepared for immediate migration. to Israel, I visited the
same installations during my trip last summer and find;a noticeable difference in the
present mood of the people. By and large, the people séem to have a sense of directio:
., They mno.longer seem to be: drifting and-are in a perceptdbly happier frame of mind,

‘Not .only-did Gernmmal Clay- strass ‘the. importance of giving some consideration to the
needs of the permanent Jewish community in Germany, but in the press conference : that
was arranged for me immedintely following my introductory meeting with the General,
“the newspapermen were principally concerned with the same problem, - In the course,of
this press interview I indicated that on the basis of informtion given td me, I would
estimte thnt after the DPs had left, approximately 25900 people would remain to form
the muclecus of a new -German Jewish community. The DP press took:sharp exception

to this bit of prophecy. However, when.I net with somg of the DP: representatives who
re~ochoed these doubts, I found that their own estimates of 2,500 were based on hope
rather than an analysis. . Subgequently, well informed representatives of:the German
Jewish ¢ommmity-and others who are reputed to-know. the 1ocal aituation, tcld me that
if anything, I had erred on-the: conservative ‘sidey © R

Regardless of the. size of jthe permanent Jéwish communities in Germany and Austrla,
it is my opinion that in the forthcoming months some opinion should crystallize. on the
approach that Jewry should take towards these communities., You will observe that this

Ce prdblem«wmll be considered at the conference I um calling.

. -In llps with General Clay's suggestion, I met with the Kultusgemelnde representatives,

. bothin Germany and Austria, At the cutset, I might say that in the ranks' of these

. very men there is a:conflict-as to whether any community ‘should be established in

elther Germony or Austria., On the one hand, there are those who say that neither

of these countries deserve Jews and therefore should be made "Judenrein!, while on

the other hand, others maintain that Jews must take the position that they have the

right to 11ve everywhere, I think it is clear that the Jews about whom t%%ﬁ @;ﬁﬁgsﬁior
SU U
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is centered are not going to be governed in their decision by any broad ideological
prinoiplss., Given reasomable economic opportiunities and a feeling of physical -
security, a substantial number of Jews are golng to sink roots in Germany and Austricg
regardless of what Jews outside these countries think or debate on academic or even
on practical lovels,

Canp Visits - Germony

From Enrch 9 to March 11 I visited nine camps in the Stuttgart area, the second
largest concentration of Jewish DIPs in Germany, and gonferred with the military
authorities in charge of this area. On the whole, I found the military authorities
on the operantional level quite favorably disposed to the Jewish DPs, They are all
impressed with the speed with which the Jewish DP problem is being solved, From
discussions with the leaders of the camps I viaited, with the people themselves, with
the TRO, AJDC and JAFP personnel in the field, I formed the following impressions:

a. Interest in emigration to Israel is still very‘ strong,

b. The camps are rapidly losing their experienced DP administrative persomnel, In
spite of this, the camps are in fairly good condition and are managed with a reason-
gble degree of efficiency,

¢e The morale of the peoplé is high, The only people who present a real problem
are those who because of medical disabilities, are unnble to emigrate.

Because it definitely eppears tha.t the remaining months of this yeor are crueial and
can if properly utilized, see the virtunl solution of the Jewish DP problem, I

called o conference of the local and European heads of the major Jewish organizations,
for the purpose of reviewlng the problems that lie aheads In addition, I invited

the repreosentatives of the DFs and the Gemeinden, This conference took place in
Heidelberg on the ]13th and 1l4th of this month, The response was quite

enthusiastic. There was an attendance of about forty people including representatives
from Paris, London and Vierma,

. It im my hope that as a result of this meeting,
Wwe can gvolve something in the way of a common and consistent approach to the
problems that we are to face in the immediate future,

Respcctfully submitted,

/s/ BLRRY GREENSTEIN
Adviser on Jowish Affairs

318008
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spite of this, the camps are in fairly good condition and are managed with a reason-
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¢, The morale of the people is high, The only people who present a real problem
are those who bocause of medical disabilities, are unnble to emigrate.

Because it definitely appears that the remaining months of this year are crucial and
can if properly utilized, see the virtunl solution of the Jewish DP problem, I

called a conference of the local and European heads of the mjor Jewish organizations,
for the purpose of reviewing the problems that lle ahead, In addition, I invited

the representatives of the DPs and the Gemeinden, This conference took place in
Heldelberg on the 13th and 1l4th of this month, The response was quite

enthusiastic, There was an attendance of about forty people including representatives
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It ix my hope that as a result of this meeting,
we can svolve something in the way of a common and consistent approach to the
problems that we are to face in the immediate future,

, Reapectﬁally ' submitted,

/s/ HARRY GREENSTEIN
Adviser on Jewish Affairs
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 HEADQUARTERS

EUROPEAN COMMAND |
Offlce of the Adviser -on Jewish Affairs
: APO 403" c/o PM US Army, -

February 28, 1949 =
TO: American Jewish Comm:t.t‘bee AR .
American J oint Distribution Comma.ttee

Jewish Agency for Pales{‘,ine LI "{ .: AR
World Jemsh Congress e .

This repo:r't ‘covers the period from Dr. Haber's departure, January 15 ’ 1949 to Mr.
, A,,Greeneteln‘s arrival, February 15, 1949. S ,

;Q Gengml

. Except fcrr a sudden flare-up fm the form of a succession of three ralds on Jewlsh
-camps, the- .period-presented 16 special problems, Migration to Israel -and: te -other
countries was maintained at the expected rate and satisfactory progress was made

"4n the. consolidation of the existing camps. Our office was called upon to att only

-in one matter that had to'be handled on. the Clay level, Becuase. the problem was not

. of extreme urgency we concluded that the matter could wait until Mr, Greenstein's

carrival, “We have réference. to the surprise . decision of the authorities in -refusing

16 license the Claims Agency that the American Joint Dlstribution Cormnlttee, the

Jewish Agency for Palestine and the COllIlCll for the Protection of Jews from Germany

j had proposed to Mlli‘bary Government.

RESETI‘EMENT FBOM US ZOl__E, GERMANY

"'un following chart reflecﬁs the emigration of Jewish DPs from the us Zone, Germany,
_dua ing the mon’c.h of January, and the ccuntries in which the DPs were resettled.

Argen‘tim evessssnccsesccccsccee o3
Australia Qo'.ooco«voooaooooooo'o 56
Belgium “0eetepsessessassessne 6
Bolivia or‘o.toooﬁ'd"oooccooooooooo'c:' 2
. Braz:ll _ sescssenssensvesssenie 49
' Gamda B vaoo,o'o'oooopoooo'o:o'o'._oo"o.'uo' 95
: Ghile ooooooooooo’coo:dqoo.o 16
France - "oo;ooo;ioooo»noo.ococ'oo' KA
ah‘enc}l MOI‘O&GO tsvcssessersconsscanse 13
Holland ’ 'aoo.o.oo'oooooo.tooooov 4
Honduras S ‘0.0&0000.0&’0‘0.0‘00.QV -2 -
Iﬂmel o . gooooooioaooooocoo-oo5’m ot
Italy . sheevessssssssesessusse 1
- MGXiCO e 4000“00000006000.0.00.0‘ 1 .
- New Zealand ooooo-o..cc-ooo-ooavco 2 .
Nomy oooc.ooqoéo:..ooooooaa,:, 3 .
Sweden ‘v - '1'.".’....9....‘..‘.... V 6 .
T.unesia V 0.0..;0.00;.0000..‘00."‘ 1 .
UK ‘ . .’l........'i.“..“‘. 12
USA T _.'oiooﬁ,o,gogapop.oooqtqo- 758
6,176

[

L
-
[
L]
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In his last report Dr; Haber stated that . the total in and out of camp DP population
in the US Zone, Germany, was approximately 75,000, Deducting the total number of
people who departed from the zone during January, and taking into consideration

the fact that the exaggeration of the official figures were higher than we .
calculated, we estimate that as of February 1, 1949 there were not more than 60, 000
Jewish DPs in and out of camps in the: entire Z0Ne, S

The following chart represents s statistical break-down of the movements to
Israel from the US Zone, Germany for:the period Jamumary 1 to Jamary 31, 1949:.

Date of Move Type of Move Origin -~ Temp, Dest, Number ‘ “"A*ccum.
L - A . ~-Departed. Male . Fem, Total

Jan, 2 Air..#42. o Mmich-}{aifa .. 53, 23 30 53
ke k2 - 52 2 28 105
"4 . ."Rail 31 n .Nb.rseille ‘ 770 352 428 875
8 - Alr 44 " Haifa - .. .51 . 22 29 926

.10 Rail 32 " Marseille 802 .- 414, 388 . 1728

© 11 Al 45 " Haifa . . 43 - .17 . 26 1771

- 13 no46 "  Haifa . 50 25 25 1821

17 Rail 33 " Marseille . 998 47, 524 2819

17 Alr 47 "  Haifa - 50 27 23 2869

1 . " 48 % Haifa ° 52 25 27 2921
RO 49 "  Haifa o 52 22 30 2973
21" . . Rail 34 " Marseille 910 .. 452 - 458 ' 3883
23 Air 50 " Haife ' 51 2% 21 - 3934

24 n 51 ¥ _Halfa, , , 0 23 27 3984

26 Rail 35 ", Marseille . 426 .. 209 217 4410

28 Afr 52 . " Halfa 6 50 2% 26 4460

31 Rail 36 . ..". Marse;lllg_. 682: 321 361 5142

During the month of Jamzary, 95% of the resettlement to Israel came from the ine-camp
DPs and only 5% from the, commmnities, despite the fact that the communities account
for approximately 30% of, the $otal Jewish DP population,

The JAFP informs us thut the quota for US Zone Germany, in February will be reduced
to 4000 or less bacause or the evacua.tion of Cyprus and the diversion of shipping to
that area, The quo‘haa in Marqh, April and May will be approxinately 6000 to 7000 per
month, ‘ e e « :

The British authorities in the Britia'h Zone of. Garmaryhave approached the US
-authoritles with the proposal that the ban on resettlement to Israel of men of
military age be discontimued. EUCOM has dispatched a cable to the War Department,
asking for authority to revoke tha ban, thus legltimtizing the resettlement of Jewlsh
DPs of military age to Israol,, ) .

. qu.f«ms-,i" INIE TR

Although the Official DP population in the US Zone, Austria, is 9478 as of Jamnuary
31, moen in the field estimate that the actual figure is not in excess of 8000 DPs,
This constitutes a significant reduction from the 9500 indicated in Dr, Haber's final
report. This decrease cannot be accounted for completely in terms of ;jiae%hifale‘nt.
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Only 670 Jewish DPs actually deported from Austria during January 1949, of whom

550 went to Israel and 119 to other countries, The difference between 1500 (9500
- minue 8000) and 6'70 is the extent. to which the 9500 figure was :!nflated.

~ The' DPs are housed in ten carips, . ohe of which, Bindermichel 18 ow in the Process
" of closing, On 27 Januvary, the Jemsh Telegraphic Agency carried a story to the ‘

" effect.that the ‘people refused to move from this comp, . This péws account is.

inac rate, “The camp is. being closed wi‘l:.hout d:.fficulty, on'a staggered achedule.

‘Since ‘the population of all the eamps ia decreasing, the Army would like to carry
out a ¢onsolidation program similar to the one that is in progress in the US Zone,
Germny. The Central Committee of .Liberated Jews in Austria has, however, offered
the Army a substitute plan, "It"is urging the Army to keep all the camps open
- until May 31, By then the 5000 to 6000 people who are interested in migrating to

" Israel will have departed from Austria, The Committee has estimated that by the
ond of May there will remain in Austria about 2000 Jewish DPs who will be either
awaiting . migration to other countries or be held back because of failure to meet
physical requirements,. The Gommitbee‘s proposal ‘to t:he Army calls for the mecommom
dation of these people in o mxmum of two camps.

Ve do not k:now the Army's reaction to this plan. The prOposal is predicarted on'a

~ rate of flaw to Isrnel that we are inclined to regard as perhaps too optimistic,

In any event, ‘if the Committee's predictions.- show any promise.of materialization, wé
are convinced tha'b the Army authorities will go along with the Comittee's proposal,

_Be have referred in previous repor'bs +o inflltration into Austrin from countries
behind the Iron Curtain, During the month of January, ‘there was an increase in this

tandency. 768 Jews arrived in Vienmn, This means that more people have come into
o zone than departed for resettlement to other countries, The finnl Jewish

: papulation figures in all of Austria as of Jarruary 31, are as follows*

_,Vlenm N "'.'.'.,.. - 11,522 (of whom 10,500 bolong to the Gemeinde)
. US Zone‘ ,“_.;o;oo . 8 000 .o : .
Br ZOné ‘«o'o‘o:;'ot‘ ‘ L ?00 '

o Fr Zone essecs o ____3_03_
Totel . 20522, |
THE > ION au I{EBR H. z GERMANY

It 1s estimted tha‘b the total Jewish pOpulatﬂ.on in the British Zone, Germany, is
approximitely 10,500, of whom 4000 live in DP camps,, (Belsen, Neustadt, Kaunitz A
and Wa.nnhorst) and approximtely 6500 live on the German economy, It is anticipated
that the four camps will be emptied early in summer and that only the "free living"
Jews are in Hamburg, Hanover, Duesseldorf and Cologne). Of the estimated 6500 in

this cabegory, 3500 are mative German Jews and 3000 are .of east European origin.

-, Except for ) trickle to Israel frqm the British Zone during the month of January
. .there was very - Aittle emigmtion. The immedinte emigration outlook for the British
. Zone is not very promsing. There are about 3500 people registered with the Jewish

~* Agency for Palestine for emigration to Israel and about 4000 who are registered with

HIAS and AJIC for emigration to other countries, We calculate that there are at
least 3000 who by their failure to register, aré not interested in emigratlon to any
country, 90% of these are Germans, 10% are IPs, . L

RESUME OF THE DE SQQA‘I‘EON IN THE FRENCH ZONE, GERMAHY
The Zone is dlvided into a Southern District and a Northern Dlstric‘b which have a
(over) D Qla(}l"
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Jéwish population of 634 and 379 respectively, ‘In the Seuthern District most of the
Jews ate DPs, of Polish or ILithuanian origin; they 1live in private 1odgings, in
various smll communities. Recently two small DP camps, at Lindau and Kesslegd

" were egtablished to accommodate the Jewish DPs who were evacuated from the French

* sector of Berlin, The DPs are represented by the Central Committee which has its

. office in Constance, In'the Northern zone almost all of the Jews are German Jews who
' beleng to the Iandesverband der Juedischen Gemeinden von Rheinland-Ffalz, located in
. Koblenz. There has been prnoticelly no emigraticn for the French Zone. 3

W

_, The cgnsolidation of campe in January followed fbirly cloeely the ‘schedule that Dr,
_Hober amnnounced in his final report, Goldcup (Kassel Area) closed according to plan,
Herzog and Fritzlar (Kassel Area) which‘were also scheduled to be.consolidated in
December, were finnlly closed in Jarunry, The camp at Pocking and six small

,inetallatione in the Regeneburg area were also closed during Janunry.

As predicted in several inetancee, the people offered verbal rosistance to the closing
~ of the camps, and made the usunl threats that M"even if troops are used with tanks
. and mchine guns, we will not move", ‘In every instance however, where trouble was
f,threatened, the reeistance V.8 dissipated by the time the move had to be accomplished.

We expect less trouble in connection with future camp cloeings. The people throughu
out the Zone are. beginning to recognize that there 1s a planned consolidation program,
that the Army, TRO and the Jewish Agencies are determined to carry it out, and that
the progrom is completely 3ustifiable. \ V

It ehould be noted that every poaeible measure is taken to protect the health and )
confort of the DPs during transfer from one camp to another, We have pointed out to
the Army and the IRO the need for good trnnaportation ' proper reception of the people
at the camps to which they are moved, and specinl care and treatment for the sick,

the aged and the children, As a general rule, the comforts of the people involved

in o mowe are given high priority,

We have computed that about 65% of a camp population leaves -the Zone when o camp
closes, About 35% of the population is moved to other camps, We have also observed
that some of those who move.to other camps subsequently leave for Israel, This is
significant because it indicates that at least some of the people who choose to move
to another camp rather than to accept immediate reeettlement in Israel intend

‘ eventually to accept Ieraeli resettloment, .

A W . .
. .Recent discuesion on the propoeed amendment to the DP Immigration bill may have a
" harmful effect on the solution of the Jewish Displaced Persons problem, As inadequate
‘and discriminatory as the presént law is, one thing may be said in its favor, Its"
. passage had the effect of making unmistokably clear who was eligible and exactly how
. long it would take for the eligible condidates to achieve their resettlement,  The
 present discussion of an amendment which would allow’ 400,000 DPs to enter the US and
_extend eligibility to those who entered the zone after December 22y - 1945 18 creating

confusion in the mind of & segment of the Jewish DP. population and’ encourages relucte
" ance to accept available resettlement opportunitlee, princlpally emigration to

Isroel, )
28613'
The fact ie that although most of the people whe‘were ardently interested in :
resettlement in Ierael have already departed for their new. home, there still is o

significent segment of the population which will choose to go to Israel no matter
what other opportunities are available,. There is nlso a smnll section of the present
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population that will probably choose to remain in Germany to take advantage of
rather attractive business opportunities, There is another group which is
interested 1n resettlement to countries other than the US and’ Israel, in order to
" rejoin relatives who have already emigrated to these coun’criea. Then there is a

' substantial mumber of people who preferred emigration to the US but made up their
minds to go to Israel after the passage of the disappointing US DP Act, These’
.people are beginning to hold back in the hope that a change will be ma,de in the law
and are today agadn confuseéd as to what theJ.r futire will be,

- Our:point is that - if the- Israeli resettlement program contimes unhampered, before
.the end of 1949, the tulk of the psople will be in Israél and a smaller group' going

- to US'and other countries will complete their resettlement by the end of 1949, thus

~bringing to an end the Jewish DP problem. However, if ‘the proposed. amendment is
‘passed;:the complete solution of the problem will be postponed for at least another

. -two years. Our responsibility to the DPs has been*to deliver them from their:
- -homelessness and to0 restore them to normal living at the earliest poasible moment

That responsibility is now being met. The state of Israel is accepting the DPs en
magse and is prepared to absorb all the Jews in the DP countries, While the struggle
for a US DP: Immigration bill was urgently needed when White Papers, political .
chicanery and war held the people trapped in Germany, the struggle for an improved

- bill has much less to commend it today. '

The allaged arguments advanced in favor of amending the DP act is presumably "to
erase a prejudice against 78,000 Jews", It is clear that if and when the law is
amended there will not -be 78 000 Jews who will wish to emigrate to the US, If we
deduct from the Jewish DP population those who ‘are already eligible under the
present law, those who are definitely going to Israel, those who propose to stay in
' Germaony, those who are going to other coumtries, and thoae who are physically

. ineligible under any law, we have practically 10,000 Jews against whom the law may
* be said to be discriminating, It is highly questionable whether the Jewish -
organizations should press for the admission of an additionmal 200, 000 DPs in o:‘der
to make possible the admission of 10,000 Jews, = It must be remembered that the none
Jewish DPs are, at very best, a potentially anti-Semitic element and are certainly
not worthy of even an ounce of Jewish 'effort on their behalf, We are of the opinion
that American Jewry is courting trouble when it urges the ad,mission of 190, 000

. non-Jewish DPs in order to accommodate 10 000 Jews.

If the Jewish organizations in the US want to press far a more 11beral bill 1ot them
-do 80, not in the name of the "78,000" who will not be available to profit from the
-law,” but rather in the name of the Protestant and Gatholic DPs who will really
benefit from the proposad liberalization. o

The Jewish Agenoy for Palestlne ‘has found it convenient to ship IsmeL-bmmd baggage
through threa different channels: e L T

\a. ‘The accompanied baggage, which goes along with the DPs to Marseille, consists of -
small items which the individual can carry with him on the train, This baggage offers

no special problem, Under prevailmg regulations it is subject to inspections only
by the JAFP, - ‘ ‘ B S \

b. Some baggage, mostly household goods, haa been gomg through the German customs

- officinls, - Now that EUCOM and OMGUS’ have put out a directive comstruing the term
"household goods" to include a refrigemtor, sewing machine, a gas or electric stove,
there is no problem with this baggage either. ' The Germans check it and allow it to

‘313044
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pass through.

Ce The overwhelming bulk of the DP baggage is leaving the Zone under a special
:arrangement worked out by our office, the JAFP and EUCOM, - The baggasge is shipped
under Army consignment to Trieste and from there by boat to Israel, Although. this
baggage is unaccompanied and is technieally subject to inspection by the German
custom: official, it has not been inspected because it travels under Army consignment
“in box care, attached to trains’ carrying baggage far the Army..

In his last report, Br, Haber pointed out that the entire matter is under study and

- that the problem is going to give us considerable trouble, - As a matter of: fact, the

" -problem has become even more serious since Dr, Haber's. departure, You have probably
" read in the press about the efforts now being made by Military Government to stop the
simggling out of the Zonhe, annuelly, of &n estimated 200 million dollars! worth of

- German mamufactured products, General Schwartzkopf, who has been assigned the task

. of studying the smuggling problem, is reported to be of .the opinion that some of the

~~leakage is: accounted for by the e traneports 1eaving the zone,. e V

\While JAFP. has' not permitted the DPs to take anything out of the Zone which they

- would- probably-use for resale purposes in Israel, the DPs have been allowed some

-equipment, tools, and mchines of their trade or profession, and some articles which
would tend to mke life a 1little more comfortable, If the German custom controls
are instituted, many of the articles now golng would be subject to confiecation.

It is our view that the DP tranaports do not constitute a eerioue source of leukage,
and that it is unreasonable to 1link them with the smuggling problem, We are, there-
~ fore, ‘advancing the argument that the further extéension of German police power,
which iz implied in the proposal ‘that. the German customs officials be authorized to
search DP baggage, is unnecsessary and i1l adviseds Meamwhile, until a decision is
made, We have urged’ the JAFP to be striet in its inspection of DP baggage, in order
that it may not be accused of collusion or dereliction. of duty in case one of the
transporte should be- inSpected by the mllitary authoritiee. .

There was every 1ndication that the authorities had- reached the conclueion that mcsa
roids served no useful purpose,-and that pending the decision on the Staff Study whict
recommends that they be discontinued, raids would not be resorted to as a law -
enforcement measure, Although we still feel that the authorities have been cured of
their ¥let's raid then" complex, it appears that -in isolated cases, raida will be
used until they are outlawed by epecific directives..‘ :

After a long lull in this field, ‘three camps wers raided within the brief period
of three doys (9=12 February). The raid at Neue Friemann was by way of retaliation
for the rough treatment an inspecting officer received when he tried to -mke an
arrest in the camp; the one at Stuttgart was held when 4 German woman, found in the
possession of a quantity of gold, revealed to the lMilitary Authoritiee that she had
mode the. purchase of the gold in the camp; and the raid in Iampertheim was a result
of an unfounded repert that counterfeit currency was being produced in that oamp.\

The laet of these raids was resented by the people not only becauee, in.retrospect,
the Arny aotion seemed unjustified, but because the raid was conducted on the Sabbath,
Je communicated this reaction to the authorities, and recommended that in the future
no check and search operation. should be conducted on & day that has any particular
religious significance for the group in question, unless a problem of security is
presented, General Harrold agreed with our p081tion and issued instructions to this

effect,” - 312315
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: Raids on Jewish camps always bring to the fore the problem of the black market,
In this -connection it is important to bear in mind two conclusions that we believe
are unassailable; one, that Jewish DPs are among the most. conspicucus black market
offenders and two, that the brazen form of their operations has had a substantial
.bearing on the growth of anti-Semitism both among Germans and the occupational

- personnel, All the. apologies we make on behalf of our DPs can do little to .
.. neutralize the effect of news that clearly indicates (without specifically so

" stating) that the most prominent eloment behind the reéently uncovered smuggling

.. ring and the gift package racket were Jewish DPs, Unfortumately, the liquidation of
the camps will make no substantial dent on the problem, since the biggest =
operators are established in the large cities and by far the most ugly form of their
- trading is exposed to public view on the streets of these cities; notably, Munich,

. Frankfurt, and Stuttgart, It is discouraging that. these’ people, who haye built up

. their little empires.on the fringe of the Germnn economy, delude themselves that
. they are in fact, 1living in the German economy end are postpding plans for their
- ultimate resettloment. In our opinion this element will constitute a ‘large part of
_ the nen~medical hara core that is mentioned in Dr. Haber's fiml report. .

" Beyond the unexpectedly favorable conclusions reached at the session of the
Legislation Review Board, at which our office represen’ced the oompos:lte view of the
interested Jewish groups, no further progress was made during this period on the
General Indemnification Iaw proposed by the three lLaender in the US Zone, Germany.

A copy of Mo jor Hyman’s meriorandum, indicating the action taken at this eession,

held January 18 and ‘19, is attached, At the present time we are awaiting the staff A
"study of the Legislation Review Board which ‘presumably, will make the recommendation:
get forth in the memorandum, In anticipotion that the law as it mdy ultimately be

" passed will treat out-of-camp DPs on the par with those living in the .German

economy, the Central Committee of Liberated Jews is taking steps to document the
claimg of all the Jewish DPs in the Zons who may be eligible to compensation for
time spent in concentration of labor camps, At this stage 1t is still too early to .
- predict the ultimate course of this piece of legislation, In the mean‘bime, Dr,
Auerbach informs us that it is accepted as axiomtic in many: ‘German ‘circles that it
is the Jews who are preventing the law from going into effect, thus rubbing many
needy. Germana of the benefits that would accrue to them under the law in its preaent.
-form. . ‘ , o ’ o ,

DIVIDUAL CIATNS AGENCY
Shortly before Dr. Hoberls departure for the States, Military Govorrmen‘t notlf:led

the representatives of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, who had been negotiating
with Military. Government on. the recogni'hion of a Cloims Agency, that the

| . application ‘to license.this .agency .has been turned down, .The agency was to hondle

restitution claims of 1iving claimants, The rejection came'as a complete surprise
to those who had followed the progress on the application, The point had even been
reached where Military Government had authorized one of its staff to deliver to the
Claims Agency representativeg an interim certificate of authorizatién, The report
as it reached us 1s that some technicallty had to be straightened out in connection
with this temporary grant of authority, that the matter was referred back to Military
Government, that it then came to the attention of the Deputy Military Governor and
~that he sumnarily recommended that General Clay turn down, the application on the
‘ground that German lawyers could handle the restitution claims and that no .agency
was necessary to represen'b overseas claimants, The local representatives of the
prospective Claims Agency were thrown into a veritable tail spin by this decision,
since on the strength of the encouragemen'b they were receiving from the several
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-fbrnnohes of Military Government with whom they . conducted their negotiations, they
-accepted ebout 1800. claims and purported to act on behalf of their cliente by filing
the - claims with the Gentral Filing Agency. P . . ,

Sinoe ;t.wos impoesible for Dr. Haber to take this matter up with General Clay, who
is the only person who. could reverse the. decieion, we wrote the General and.briefly
. gurmarized the advantagee of -sugh an agency to the claimants and the aryanizers.

" We indicated that Mr, Greenstein would certainly want to take this matter up upon
.. 'his arrival, 'The General. replied that he would not mind reopening the question

. with Mr. Greenstein. . ‘ ‘ )

;We are reliably infonmed that while ‘the General Claims Agency was’ turned down, the

’requested license :would have been granted eithor to the AJDC or JRSO; . There 'is an
* apparent reluctance. t¢ permit a nonw-American agency to become active in the’ field

of restitution, We'are.of the opinion that the functions of .the Claims’ Agency must

- be performed by someone "if the living ¢laimants are to réalize anything fronm the

Restitation law, "It is, therefore, our judgment that if Mr. Greensteir. is unsuccess-

ful in getting a reversal on the Claims Agency's application, some formula should

be worked out under which the AJDC or JRSO would toke over the functions of super-
"v1sing the prosocution and compromise of individuval restitution clalms.'

NS OFGULT L_'

'On FeBruary 15 a formal agreement was . 51gned by Military Government Jewish Cultural

" Reconstruction,” Ino., and. the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization under which

Military Govermment transferred all the unidentifiable Jewish cultural property to
- JCR, .The agreement provided that: JCR was to receive this property as trustee for
the’ Jew1sh people and charged the JCR with distribﬁting the property "to ‘such public
or quasi public religious; cultural, or educational institutions as it sees fit to
'be uded - in the interest of perpetuating Jewish art and culture." Tt s, eetimated ,
" that approximately. two-thirds of* all ‘the cultural material. (epprox1matoly 200 ‘volumes)
- deposited in the Offenbach Depot, and 4n. several smaller- oolleotions, wag effected
by this- egreement This.property includes. books, torah serolls, synagogue “parapher-
" nalia, ritual obJects and Jewish paintings. and’ furniehings.' There is one “category
of proparty that vias referred to in the agreement, but, for obvious Teasons, was
not specifically described; nanely, unidentifiable property restitutable to countries
under the Russian sphere of influence, Although the agreement stated that' this
property was to be turned over to the JCR, against a custody receipt, actually the
matter was -left open,- subject to further negotiatione..

The' immediate taek that lieg aheed is to sort the collaotion, to earmark it for
ultimate points of destination and to ship the material ta these points .as soon as
possible. This will be the responsibility of Joshua Starr, ‘of JCR, who is already
. here for that purpose, 'and of Shlomo. Shusami, Librarian of the Hebrew University,

. who is on the way from lsrael ' :

v.’The foregoing information is. confidential and should be given no publioity.z i
AN‘I‘I—SEMITISM I Ti Gmm PRESS ‘

:Reoently we have had our attention directed to a number of articles ‘in the German
press that have & definite anti-S¢mitic flavor.  In a few instances the articles
were 8o provocative that onc: ¢an. only marvel at ‘the indzsoretion of the editors who

allowed the publication.of such polemics against the Jews with mass murder of
Christians in Israel, Papers pnblishod in communities where DP camps are located,
‘generally find some reason for painting Jewish instcllations in the least favorable

light, When canp Pocking was closed, the local paper charged the camp with qafﬁfbi
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deliberately burning down two of the barracks before evacuating the camp (actunlly
the cause of the fire was not determined, and in it a number of people lost all of
their persomal belongings) and with being an organiged brothel,

In each instance we sent the articles to the Military Authorities and although
Military Government is very cautious and conservative in exercising its power of
censorship, the action taken in the recent cases we referred to them indicates that
the authorities are prepared to take positive measures against papers that publish
defamntory articles, In this connection, it should also be mentioned that the
Anorican Jewish Committee wrote us about a Hungarian publication in Bavaria that
extolled Frances Szalasi (Chief of the Hungarian Socialist Party "Arrow Cross")

as a groat, national hero, -Upon our request the mtter was investigated and the
authorities directed that the paper cease its publication,

. You have probably followed the developments involving the Neue Zeitung, the
American sponsored and American subsidized paper, published in Munich, Although it
is true that members of the staff had questionable pasts, our persomal investigation
of the type of material this paper has been printing did not substantinte the extreme
criticism directed against this publication, However, even this fairly neutral

and comparatively cautious paper treated Dr, Haber?s fimal report to the Secretary
of the Army in a way that is revealing. The only two items this paper featured

are what the German members of the staff apparently felt the German readers would
enjoy reading; nomely, the prediction that the Jewish camps would close in 1949

and that Jews are leaving for Israel in great numbers. Not a word was sald about
Dr, Haber's comments on the persistence of anti-Semitism in Germany and his

argument supporting the recormnendations that the US authorities mist not relinquish
their control over the DPs,

/s/ ABRAHAM S, HYMAN
Major JAGD

~ /s/ LOUIS BARISH
Chaplain

Assistants to the Adviser
on Jewish Affoirs
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International Hefugee Organization
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1.PROPLELS OF U. S. ILTIGHATION (pp. 6-9)

T
- -

"hy is emigration to the U.S. under the present law moving so
slowly? +<4s it inherent in the law or is it a matter of ad-
ministration?

What measures can be taken to expedite the flow?

‘that recommencations should ¢ mede to the DP Commission?

Aow can the Jowish Yoluntary h-encies in the DP countries help
in the yreosont US imdgration prcgram?

hat can be done vy the Jerish arencies in the United States?

“

“hat are the criticisms lodred by the LP Commission apainst

the voluntary agencies?
hat should be done to improve these relations?

Lpproximately how ieny people will he slirible &nd interested
in emigrating to the US under the prescnt law, assuming:

a, Lo Amendment

b, Amendrment of the cligibility dete to 21 Epril 47
¢, hmendrent inercasing the number to 1,00,000

d. Dottleneek removed

e, Bottleneck not removed

II. PROPLEDS OF T3I0LTION 70 ISHLEL (pp 9~11)

Shell w¢ telz nositive steps to stimlate and encourage
immigration to Isrecel?

Ih“t is the outlool:r for iner: "qlnb present immigration cuotas
'tO sracl?

Is it antisizsted that DPs will fail to accoent immisration
opportunity to isrsel and that the cuvotas anc the JEFP schedule
will not b met?

Yihet are some of the factors that may contribute to & slowing
dorn of the roscttlement nrogrem bucausc of the reluctance of
the poople, and what cen oand shonld be dons to mrke possible
the riaalization of the JEFP schedule?

thet oricntation vhould the people coing to Isracl he given?
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Ythat positive offorts

Yhat is the wwrozrne o w00 éhout 1t?

FIELIE p—

III. PROBLEMS OF THE VEWS VHO WILL STAY IN THE DP COUNTLIES (pp 11-19)

Is it likely that a substential number of Jews will remain in DP

countries?
that will he ta size, cultural cheracter, cconomic position of
these commnitics? ‘

mumber of Jews
intend to remain

tho
then

survey 2t this time of
o determine how meny of

Is it feasible
11v1ng in com
in the DP countr - ..¢

ol -
HESISLCIP SN

<hat snould bo wmrid Jovry's responsibility towerds this group?
should bc made to rcconstruct Jerish sociel
cultural and religious life in thooo new comrmnitics?  Should in-
vitations we extended to former 1« *dars who fled these counbrics

to return end to helrn in the rehuilding of ucrwy anL”l sh, &nstrian-

Juwish, rnd Itaiien-Jowish commnity life?

Should machinery be set in motion to cncourcge better intor-faith
relationships and better commmnity orgeniza tion?

“het type of community do wic want to foster snd do we have 2

responsibility to help cstablish schools to train native rabbis,
toachers, socisl vorkers and indigenous lesdcorship?
and cxtent of AJDC relicf to these

vhat shell be the chorseter

commnitics?

5 OF LiTTeSEVITISH (pp 19-22)
To whet oxtent dous Anti-Semitism oxist in the DP countries and in
what ways docs it manifest itsclf?

“hat has been done thus far by Hilitery Uovernment and by the
Jerrish agencics tn combat it?

Should thore be n
who should tnke

progrem designed to curtail anti-Semitism, and
rosponsibility to develop and sce it through?

“hrt should be the cheracter and content of this progrem?

To whot cxtent +ill anti-Semitism be affected by solution of DP problem?

3=
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How shall we evwluate the present end potential role of Lilitary
Government in the struggle against anti-Semitism?

Have we taken enough interest in the problem? .

V. PROELEY OF LEDIC!L "EAFD CORE® (pp 22-27)

What typc of ncdlc 1 ceseé coﬁstitutoithe "hard corg®?

How many of each type9

How meny will be permenently ineligible for immigration to any
country other th&n_Israol?

Vihat is being donc now to rchabilitate the mcdlc 1 "hard core"?

Yihat still needs to be done?

How long vill the job take?

Is 1t d681rable to transfer these peoplc or any portion thereof

to institutions in +srnel? ‘“hen? How? Is Isracl prepered to
1ccent them?

If any nortion of the medicnl "hard core" mist be left behlnd in
DF countries because of unzceepts blllty by any country, including

*srael, what provision shall we mrke for protection, cere and
mﬁlntenance of this residucl nopuletion? ‘

V1, PROBLEM OF CL¥P CONSOLIUATION (pp 27-29)

“het basic principles should govern future consolidation?
«hat brsic problems have arisen in the consolidation program?

Efter consolx&"tlon shcll the 4LJIDC grent relief to DPu leaving
camps to go on the “crmcn econony”

%hat is the schedule for future closings?

Lt vhat point shell we rocommend the closing of all.JGWish.camps?

+

- VII. PROBLELS “JITH IRO (pp 29-3k)

het is the prescnt stetus of IRO support for emigration to Israel?

To "hct extent should IRC assume financizl responsibility in areas
of activities now supportcd in vhole or in pert by Jewish voluntery
Or’“nlz tions? ol : ‘
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VIII, PROBLEMS OF THE VOLUNTANY ATENCIES (pp 3L-35)

lihat are the plans and programs of the verious agencies for the

next six months?

Yhet is the primrry role of the Gontr 1 Committee todey?
How long shall the Centrel Committee continué to operatef

Howr long shell camp committees be maintained?

1X, PRORLEIB OF cj‘.-,a‘I"'TU"‘TO}\T (pp 35-1@)

Thet is the status of restitution in the UP countries?
“hat ercas of restitution rre still not covered by legislation?
“hrt steps should be triken to sccomplish full coverage of the field?

hat is the likely effect of .the formation of a lurmon liestern state
on the restitution problem?

“het procticnl recommendstions c¢rn vre moke to feccomplish the trions-
far of nssets reouired undor vestitution lows?

is eny p“”ctlc 1 plan being developed ”long these lines?

“het is the stotus of Guncrel Clainms Low?
“het are the problems involved in cstrblishing a privatc clnims

areney to insure ccuitrble apoalicrtion of rostitution lews in
ceses of living claimonts?

X. PROBLEN OF GHIdY N JONTROL OVER LIPS (pp h2-L5)

Whet is the background of the problom, ond the prcsént thinking
of the iiilitrry authoritics on its? :

tnat 1rill be the effect of crention of = “estorn Gernmen state?

Shall e resist the extension of Gormen eontrol?
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1. FROBLEMS OF US IITMIGRLATION

Mr, CHL.DLES JORDAN nmade the following initial presentation:‘

Yhile it is true that US immigretion got off to a very\slow start
ﬁecmuse of administrative and technicel diffienlties, the situation
today is rmch improvéd. There ~re no serious'bottlenccks holding
back the progran. Thg movement could be spceded up slightly if the
CIC did not creaté unneeessary difficultics cnd if the assurcnces
were not held back in “:~shington by the DP Commission. The DP co-
ordinator hes becen urged o considor the cstoblishment of #n advisory
comnittee which will be mnde up of reopresintrtives of the voluntary
agencies,  This committce would obvirte ~ny difficulties thot might
~rise, neutralize the criticisms lodged ngninst the voluntary sgon-

cics ~nd dissiprte ~ny ill foeling which might exdst,

The LJDC—HIiSACQOrdinsting Committec hos received and is processing
8629 assursnccs involving 17,500 Jerrish DPs. 3000 additionsl nssuron-
ces involving 6000 pcople are on their way. This mesns that 23;500
Jewish DPs come undur consideration for immicration to the US from
Ttely, Lustria and Ucrmany, 00% of this totel reside in'the US Zone
of “ermany., 4&s of 11 Harch 1949, LL75 Jewish DPs hed alre dy de-
parted for the US, YThis figure rcpresents 1i5% of the totel number

of Jeish and non=Jewish DPs who were rescttled under the proscnt

n~re now being, or still arc to he, processed,

The rate of rejection hos been less then 55, <+t is anticipoted,

however, th*t the rate »ill increase to 15%. In asdition, some puople

-
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registered and eligible for immigration to the US have been and are
leaving for Israel, In a recent;transport from the Briiish Zone to
Israel, 60 out of 550 or 11% of the departees had US assurances,
Apparentlf some psoplé are not in the mood to wait any longer and
are accepting the first resettlement'opportunity.‘ ?e.may'conclude
that there ill not be more than 20,000 maximum, ho will immigrate
to the US under the present program. This includes the LL75 who

have already immigrated.

The DP Commission hes set for itselfl rather ambitious quota‘targets
but it is quite possible that they will be achieved, The cuota targets
are as followss liarch 6000 to 7000, April 9,000; iy and June, 11,000

7 !
monthly, July to end of prozram, 16,000 monthly, Lven if the ocuotas
are not completely achiéved and éven if the present Jewish proportion
of U45% drops radically, all the Jewish applications will be coﬁplcted
by the end ofAl9h9, and 21l Jews registered fbr, and eligible, under
the program, will be in the US,

If the proposed amendment to the present law were passed méking
all Jews eligible for immigr?fion to the US, the picture wéuld not be
radically chenged., According to present AJDC-HILS records there ore
5000 to 6000 persons registered who do not 4ualify.under the present
fet, but viould become eliéible if it vere modified, There is no way,
however, of knowing how many of these 5000 or 6000 have olrcady been

resettled alsewhere,

There will probably be only 2 trickle to other countries.
hpproximately 1500 DPs will be going to Lustralia, 1500 to Canada

-7~
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# ,
and practically none to South hmerice, This is due to increased
interest in immigration to Israel and to restrictions set up by re-
ceiving countries vhich are limiting Yewish immigration to family

reunions,
DISCUSSION

Mr, PASSIVN: "¢ still heve &™out 10,000 to 12,000 Jews in all the
DP countries who are intercsted in, and clipible for, immigration to the
US under the present law, “ie will heve an additionsl 3000 if the US
immigration law is amsnded, DIven if the law is emened we cén count
on no more than 15,000 Jevs to immigrate to the US,
IR. OSTFRTAG: I take sherp exception to the Jordan-Passman analysis.,
There are many Jews interested in imrigration only to the US and un-
less Jerish rescttlement ﬁo the US 1is sﬁepped up by an emendment to

the present law, we will have meny Jevis in Gerreny in 1950,

IR, E&STBRﬁQN: e ought to do everything porsible to fecilitate
US immigration of DPs i have relatives there. Hovever, because of
Israelts need for menpower, e should take no positive action whichv
would encourage DPs wwith no relatives in the US to immigrate there.
e must recornize the democratie right of the UP to choose his ovm
country, but heceuse the countries behind the iron curtain are closing
their grtes and man poer must, therefore, come from the DP countries,
it should be our policy not to press for increased immigration to the.

US and other countries nor for an amendment of the present US immigration

-8
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M, ISZRTERGH: The DPs have too long becn a politcal parm, £nd we have
no moral right directly or indirectly to discourage DPs from immigrating
anywhere. ‘.e have an obligotion to open up possibilities for the victims

of persecution and homelessness to go to any country they choose.

IR, COHEN: Ur., Isenbergh's views are academic. No one is trying to
influence the DPs. They are meking their otm decisions as to vhere

they want to co. | ' | ’

- MR, PIEKLTSCH: "¢ must rccoanize‘our moral oblizetion to influence
the people to go to Isreel because no other coﬁntry needs and wants
them as strongly as Israel, and because, in the finel anelysis, *srcel
is the best place for them, ﬁe now have former LIPs in South imerica
and other countries vho are clamoring for admissioﬁ to Isrecl. It is

much cheaper to- send the people dircetly from here to Isreel.

11, PUYLES OF LDFTIHLTION T ISUTL

MR, JiITE: made the pregentation covering Uermany end exdressed the
foliowing viewsse |

Immigration to Isr:cl is no lonzer a problem. 4&ll Jewish DPs in Uermany
who wish to im:izrate to *éraél, except those who belong to the medical
"hard core', will be in Isreel before the end of 1949, This, coupled
with bir, J&rdan‘s conclusion ﬁhat 1949 will see the comicte resettle-
ment of Jewish DPs going to the US, means the end of the DP probiem.
There are now 60,000 Jewrs in Germeny, not including Berlin, 30,000

to 35,000 will immigrate to Lsrcel rnd 10,000 $o 12,000 to the US,
leaving about 10,500 to 13,000 Ydeus in Gernany. This figure includes
Uerman Jews. The average rate of rescttlenent to Isreel is 5000 month-

ly from the US Zone Germany. it will take us 6 to 7 months to complete _
"ol
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our job. Interest is high ang no steps need to be taken to bolster
immigration to Isreel, 'Je_;anﬁot take more than we are taking.at the
present time, = The candidatesiare availrble, but we have commitments
to Jews in other countries and have to reckon with the absorptive
capacity of Isracl. If immigfation to Israel slows dovm it will be
tecause of lilitary Government interfercnee with the right of the DPs

to take yvith them those persoﬁal belongings and téols of trade vhich

they will nced in order to estsblish themselves in +sreel.
'DILCUTSSION

YR PLSSIEN: et us review thé Isreel resettlement program in lustria,
Italy end France. Irmigration from &tsds—emd iustria has been slow in
getting stﬁrted. Frém today én we will hegin shipping about 2000 per
month. There are about 6000 Jewish IPs in hustria»who ﬁill,be resettl@d'
in a matter of a2 fev ﬁonths. ’The12000 monthly cuota from .ustria will
‘include infiltrecs who ore coming iﬁ daily from countries behind the
"iron curtain', From Italy wey have already removed 11,000 out of a
total of 23,000 Jerish DPs. The exodus from‘*taly is faster than from
any other country. .brut 300023Ps‘have integrsted with Itrlian Yewish
commnities. There are about ES,OOO Italien Jews end the Jowish DPs
have been egble to nmake an exceilent integration, The pecople erc still
leaving for Isrecl at the rate. of 300 to LOO per month. & group of
about 3000 are waiting for immigration to the US, From France ve have
a monthly average of 1000 immigrating to lsrael. e Séon expceet to
step the cuota up to 2000 & moﬁth. There ore hOOO’”ews in Irance to-

day who are resistered for immigration to +sracl, +t is enticipated

] O


http:J.t;:'.ly

that £here will be many moré registrations in the near future.

MR, BROWN: The housing sho;tagc in Isracl may make it very difficult
to maintain the present ra£eiof 5000 per month from the US Zoné of
Germany. The houses tnken ffom the Ara&s are being ytilized to full
capacity, and there is no hoésing left. Ye now dospcrately ncod new
housing; Lt woula ve botter to put tho,pcople up temporsrily in camps
in *srecl than to slovr quowmn igmigrntion; .Uncmploymcnt is a2lso some~
thing of a problem. &7vmt 1,500 veople are uncmployed beecausc of the
dislocations duc to vor and ﬁho travendous influx of now imigronts.

The rate of uncmployment for the new arvrivals is, however, not serious.

111, JE.S HO WILL «E}_.IN IN DP COUNTRIES

Two fundamintal questions werc discussced, (1) Whot is the present size,
cultural charzctcr and ccononic position of the Yemeinden, and whet is
it likely to be in the future.(2Bhall we help build the Uemeinden, and

what needs to be done to holp 'strungthen Yewish life in Yermany and

)
'

sustria,’ :
DRLOSTERTAG: Therc arc tﬂday.inAthe burttomberg Gemeinde 1l41 Jows:
686 men, S30 women, 225 childrén. Only 255 are Uerman Yows, the rest
being DPs who secttled in the Bﬁuttgart corrunity nd becane members of
 the Gumsinde. The Yorien ché‘are nostly »lder people end many‘of them
are inter=marricd, Thore erc no German-dowish children in the éntirc
Gemeinde, IEveryone under L0 will surély inmigrate to *srrel or to the
United Statcs. The comrunity vill consist cventually of the older
people andvthm sick, vho arc inbligible for cnigration, and about 100

tn 150 DPs,

 =ll-
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In 1945-46 the' Yeriens bent sver backrards to aceommidite the Jows

and did their utmist t win tﬁe fricndship f the Jewish community,
Taday, beenuse of the policy of Military Government, the Germens have
beeone very bold and hostile fn thcir attitude twerds the Jews, *nti-
Semitism is groving., The young people rust end will leove; the old

will die hore.

So 1long as dews roncin in Gernhny it is the ~bligation »f warld Jevry
to concern itsclf with their sbiritual #nd cultursl ~elfarc, There
will olways be & papulstisn of, absut 10,000 t~ 15,000 Jows,  Some of
these 2re *ischlinge, but they;aro intercsted in ﬁhe perpetuation »f
Yewish life. *t will be up tﬁlworlé Jevry t+ give thenm a. chance t»

survive os dcws.

M, LOEBL: Iherc arc in Badehjabout 600 Jcws »f whom half src DPs
and half, Ycrmons, o anticip%te thet the vast mejority will cnigrate
lin the near future, 4bswt 100 t» 150, wh» are not able to or will not
want to emigrate, will remain,  shet of thoso peaple nre ~lder pesple
for whom ve will nced an »ld age h~use, 'hhanthe corrmnity hecomes
ton small tﬁ'canduct an active ~rgenized program ¢ will probably

smalgemate with the Vurtteémberg Goreinde.

LCAHN: ¢re are tvr commnity ~regsnizetisns in fra csse) s
DR,CAHN: Th v % 7o tisns in frankfurt(i s

- The Germen Jirish Geneinde and the Yewish Cromittee. The Gemeinde

has 825 members, »f whom about 100 ~re Ycrnen Jews, The Jewish Come
mittce has about 1000 UPs »n its membership r:lls, These two

argenifations are nvwr in the orocess of eons-lidating, ‘e will have
a Yemeinde of 1800 people -- 1400 DPs snd LOO Germen Jews, Individual
-l '
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German Jews, roturning from sther countrics, are becoming integrated
int- the Gerran c¢conomy with a view toward pcrmancnt résidence. While
a considerable port ~f the present population is thinking Sf emigration,
there is no apoarent rush to leave, It appears th.t we will hove =
smell but purcnent Yevish commnity “in “rankfurt,

DR, "EPSTEIN: in nddition to the frankfurt caﬁmunity there are sone

smaller comrmnitics in Hesso:

Place ‘ ILPs Gernrn " Toatel

Fulda 310 - G 310
Kessel 80 , 100 180
Dornstedt 76 12 88
Vffenbach 71 11 82
Marburg 300 0 300
Limburg 0 1 1
Bucdingen 0 1 1
Gersfeld 38 0 38
Eschwege ‘ 67 1. 68
Brd “ildungen 32 . -0 32
Fritzlar . in 1 35
Ziegenhain L6 1 L7
105h 128~ 1182

. % : . . -y . B . .
Therc is n» hope fw Juwish life in UGermony, <nti-denitism is very
strong cnd the Jewish position is very insecure. ibout 85% f the

people will cmigrate snd mast of them will gn t~ Lsracl.

DR. SPANIER: ‘he sunich Yewish Gercinde consists ~f 3L00 Jows of
whom 180 are Germ:n; Only L German Jevish fonilics arce fully chish,
and the rest ore intermorricd. In all of Bavaria, including Munich,
the Jowish Gomeinde hos about h,SOO Jews - 300 Germen, l,500 DPs,
There is little prospéct af a‘flsurishing chish community in Gernany,

The only thing that is flourishing in Ucrmony today is onti-Scmitism,
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IR, PIEKHTSCH: we focl no responsibility toverd thosc DPs vwho
charse to rém&in. By hclping the encinden 5 echicve pernonegee
G cncnurégc DPs t~ rémain t;a. They will attech theimsclves t

the Gemeinde. If there is no srganized Jewish comunity in Yerieny
all the DPs will lcnvn‘cvmntually. The robuilding of the Grinn
ceonany neens the pcuparizati”n af the Juw, - Since the Jew hes

n» substontial ec n-nic ro»ts in Yersony, he will soen loave if
there is n» pcfmancnt eopanity crermdizatisn to which he con attaéh
himself., we arc wbligod't\ ~ffur these perple an »pportunity t-
rescttle, +f they rofuse t~ nccept they must accept full responsib-
ility for their vwm futurc,

RLBBI WEINBERG: . o Stotisticnl Institute is nceded t> collect focts
aﬁd‘figures canccrnimg'thc size, conposition ~nd chrracter ~f the
Gemcindén. If nocessary, finonein) suppsrt could be made avoil-
cble, *Puch an instituto could nake the figurcs availeble in ~bout
twn months.  The data wo n&ea o gudde ué in ~ur approach to the

future Germnn VYewish crrrunity.,

There is in Gorm;ny A strong, very widcspread "f-lks anti-~enitism",
This is = type »f onti-"enitism vhich it is very difficult to combat.
It is reas-nnble t7 suspect thot o Juwish community in Gerneny

will never be very sceurc. It is regrettnble thot s-ome Joews arce
unable t» cmigrate becouse they are Hld, ill or financirlly un-
cguipped to start o now 1ifoyin Isrcel, Unless JRSO uscs sme of

its funds t» underteoke nd prowte soe esmmercial prajects in
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Lsrael ﬁhich vill give thesc people & start in 1life we will have 2
Jewish commnity in Germeny, Tthis commnity will nced Rabbisy Yewish
toaéhcrs and saeisl workers from othor Cﬁuﬁtries.‘?he commnity is‘taa
smell t0 establish the schrols nceessary to prepare such personnel,
Munich, Stuttgart, Frankfurt ond “erlin vill nced Comrmnity Contcrs

t> help faster ~ Jowish atnzspherc £ar those Jews who have to ar

clect to remain in Yernnny nnd want t» rémain Jewrish,  Mony Hisch-
linge arc better Jee thon swue full Jows, ‘e will need Jewish in-
stitutions t kcep dudnion nlive, The Jewish Kestitution Successar
Organizgtion rust assume resp neibility for this e mrunity progren,

My predibtiﬁn is thrt such a cormunity will, in spitc »f all effofts,
be ~ dying commnity, & recommend, therafore, thet the Jowish Restit—
utinn Success-or Organiz~rti-ns establish gﬁmmunnl conmercinl cntere
prises in Isrnel for these L crmnities, Lf this is done, a nunber
5f Jews who would stherwise be lost, can be saved for Judaism.

LR, STLLSSNY: There arc todsy cbout 6000 to 7000 Jewish DPs in austria,
1500 t» 2000 will remein to exploit the unsteble sustrion CCONNIIY, S |
$NOR as stabilizatiosn scts in these people will have no future in
dustria, In Vicnna there arc 11,000 chs, nmostly  former lustrian
citizens, about 1000 +f thesc sre young penple under 25 years »~f age,
270 farrer Lustrian Jows are ;n their way bzqk fron Shanghai, &sbout

800 Yews a ronth are infiltréting from countries behind the "iron

‘curtain”, & lerge number of then remcin in Vienna, Jewish 1life in

Vienna is m>re secure them in Gcrmény. There is a strong non-Zionist
clement and the young peaplé cre n-t intercstod in Lsracl, Vienna
will contain the snly Jewish community in Lustria, Thcre 7ill be a
few Jews here and therc but Vienna will be the center, LJﬁC help will
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nat be needéd when and if‘thc Lustrian grvernnent carrics ~wt i#s re-
stituii%n prigram, to rmst, from »utside Lﬁstrin, exert pressure n

the US Lilitery Government cuth:rities t9 induce the Lustrien gvern-
rent to prss a restitution law that will give back to th\ Juwish G M
runity vhat the Nezis took away, The comrmunity can then becone sclf-
suppﬁrtiﬁg. The Jo.FP should rewmain in Vienna to carry on Zi:nist
cducation, cspeeinlly amng the youth, Educrtinn will crcate converts
arnong the yﬁung, poerticul-rly cing thhse who arc in scerch »f a2 creative

mtlet from their Jowish identificsti-n.

MR, ELSTERIZN: L o Jew clcets o sty in‘G&rwany sr austria his
choice should be rospected., IFf he ~r the Cfmmunity t+ which he boel-ngs
rcguires ésaistnnco from Jovwish w;g;nizatiﬂns, the assistance should be
rendered., However, it is the duty ~f the Jewish ~rganizatims t» soy
ts that Jows “ic think you are reking o seri-us nistcke by remcining in

Uernany, Your life vill not be secure, wc odvise ywu tn g~ to Isroel,

It is the duty -f the snkesmen for Jevish srgenizatioms th Ssay to the
Uerigindens *+f yxu.éec“dc - stey in Yernany ywr decision will be con-
trary t our best judpiient.  If you stey in spite ~f »ur advice end if

you nced cssistance in the maintenonce Hf your crrunitics ond instituti-ns
ve will try i nske the nccesénry assistence available to you, Ve urge

you to recsgnize the dangers invelved in remcining in 2 hostile state.

Your poace, sccurity and future lie in dsracl.

iR, EPSTEIN: #r, Eacterran's view is rivst mensrous but very dangerous.

it is t~ thoir adventage t: proc ng Juws, “nwardly they are far fron
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Judaism, ~hen the CGereinden begin to tax tﬁcm, they will drop
thoir rembership in the Juwish corrmnity.  They renacin Jews -nly
becruse thoy cxpect t: benefit from restitution and fron the i.JUC
Mhand sutt, L do ngt £hink thrt we shivuld promisc help to.such

neople,

VR, BRLUDE: Hr, Bocterrsnts viow is illapiecl, I§ the “ernen
Jowish comrmnity i1l be in c:nstant danger it is f£41ly to talk in
terns f helping robuild JawishAcvnxunal 1life in Gerieny.

MR, COHEN: Thc policy ~f the 4JDC is t~ gront rclicf to ~ny Jew
wh: cannnt support himsclf, Thile he 1s waiting fr the ~pooriunity
t> cmigrate, we d~ not ask hin t° wrk in the erman cconomy, B
ever, if nn able~b)died Jow who hae &n oppoftunity to enigrate,
shooses to stay in Gernony, he cannot be eligible for &HJIDC carc,

MR, ELSTERIZN: “hen chs'anywhére ask f£5r holp or puidanec we rust
be ready to give it to thenm. Bven if we think thot the Jews who re-
nain in Gormany cre making o mistcke, it is necessary to continuc
assistnnee ty then and at the scpe tine o give thon the noral
guldance and t» cnecurage thew tr adjust their lives in the right
channel. The people who ronsin should be tgken int» the comrmnitics,
If we have on wroanized Jewish corzmnity in Yormeny it will be
c'z*,sior far us t» influcnce the thinking and actim of the people

and to psrsunde then ty g» to Isrecl,

B.RISH: The views wxpressced arce not corpletely irrceoncilable,

In certain arvas the vicews ¢lesce, Lot us exanine the opinions on

17—

o
| SEEN
D
<o

(op]


http:Liorr.1f.ny
http:ist.:'.ko
http:Gcrrv'.ny
http:r(:;D1"'.in

on which there is n» disogreerent.,

(2) There is very little hope for a creative end securc Jewish

¢ yumunity in Germony. |

(b) Becruse »f the sall number ~f Jews whe will renain there is n:
1ass problem,

(¢) HNothing should be done t ene~urage the cstoblishient of a
cperaancnt commnity.

(d) The Jowr vho elocte to stay can expect relief fron Jarish
~ryanizatisns only if he is ﬁhysically hendicepped and uncrployable,
The only point of disagrOOﬁcnﬁ sn the question ~f whother or not
world Jdewry has a responsibility o hcl@ the Gerrsn Jewish "rermant!
rcbuild its religis-cultural and other corrmnel institutions,  Every-
ane agrees thet we rust give the rermant guidance throuch Zinnist
cducation, ¢ disfsree snly ~n the fiving »f assistance. Onc view
holds thet we will nat be able to suide ther unlcss e nesist thomg
the sther view, thit [ assiéting we defegt the vcfy purpssc »f our
cuidonce. The discussi-n of this cuestion is partly scndonic. If
Jews decide t - stay, thoy will und-ubtcdly f-rr cammuniti@s. The
Jowish dustitution Success v Orgrnization hrs alreody cormitted it-
self to meking aveilable i existing cvmmugi?ies ~ny properties

they might nced to neintain their comrmnel 1ife, ‘ntrinsicrlly, both

vicws have eonsiderable merit, Therclationship botween thein: is not

one :f contradiction but rather scguence. Tectically, ~ne view pre-

cedes the »thecr, &: long os the present porind »f liguideti-n ond

nass enigratinh lasts, Hur pasitinn shhuld be clear, "ic advise you
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t2 get sut 2s shon as possible ~nd will not help y»u build your
»m destruction", i ftor the prescnt periad is oswer, if wo rre left
with substantial cormnities deternincd to rebuild Jewish cormunal
life, we will thon givé then guidance and assistance if necessary.
1V. PROSLEMS OF LNTI-SEHITISH
ff( HR, SCHUSTER proscnted thoe £11l+wdng ~pen énnlysis ~f this prrblen:

The cxistence ~f anit-“enitisn is not dependent upon ~hether Jews

will »r will n~t renain in Gorneny,  Even if Gernany beeones "juden-

roin", the decp-ronted Germen anti-wenititsn will remnin important to

the wsrld Jewish e mmunlty bocouse it is inevitable that Gerrany

will -

N

in beerre a lending world power ond will exert her influence

arong the family of nations. Yows comt afford 1y nepleet any arca

infected with o virus »f enti~fciitisn,  There is ny unaninmity »f

apinisn s t: whether anti-Senitisn in Gerreny is on the increasec,

S e meintain that it has c¢rbraced norce people than it did wnder

the Nezi repd He; andd ch‘f wtils under Hitler cnti-serditisn ran poral-
lel with party :cpog¢uh1p, t\cﬂy, it hrs infected the renks ~f people

i
B
H
i :
L wh» never wers nrrty nonbers,  Ythers contend tAnt enti=-Scritisn is
1
E
H
}

lcss populer in Gerrony than it was under the Nazi repire,

The rceson for the persistence »f anti-Sgrmitisn is the bitterness

~f the Ucrrirns in reacting to the loss ~f the wer, to the vast

destruction resulting fron the war and t: the matinn ~f their

cuntry, cre is 2 nced for o seapegoat and the Jews stlll sarve

tast purpaie,  Conceding thot the probler is 2 stubbarn -ne, IR,
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SCHUSTER, ncverthcless, prescnted the f2llswing program far dealing

with ite

(a) i deliberate oitenpt mus£ be rde to create © better undcr—
stonding between Jews and non-Juws, Jeirs nust cone into cvntaét with
derseratic clenents in G@rmany and eneourage these elerients in their
work, Here ~nd there nce finds oeople with strons denncratic con-
victins, but, uﬁf\ﬁtuN‘tely, this group hos not e forvard and
assumcd any positisn f 1¢adcrship in the re-oricntetisn of the Yerron
pcople.  This ¢lesont smst be cne ura; o,

(v) S-me contral crgmization should be cherged with the res—
prnsibility »f cooardinating the eff-rts in dealing with this problen,
The VYffice >f the Jewish Ldviser night perforn thet role,

(¢) Not only is there 2 nced £or the re~-ricntati-n ~f the
Gcrnané but thcre is much t- be desircd invth¢ attitude ~f tho‘ﬁccup;
ation autbrritics.. i cvnmrehéﬁsivé progro must include the rericen
sccupation authoritics as well 2s the Gornen people.

(d) ‘t rust be recomized thrt the Jews vh- will remrin in Gerany
are not the best clement of Jerry, Sinee Jews connot escrpe colicctive
rcsponsibility fqrccd upsn then by the wirld, it is jm@crativc thet we
develop o progrom arvmg the Jdews who will renrin, with a view »f neking
this element conscimus +f the public relations asp&ctrof their own
behavior,

'DICCUSSION

e sl . is . . fn o
hose who participated in the discussion tonk sharp excention writh i,
SCHULTER, DR, EPSTEIN: Therce is no prssibility of re—ccucoting the

s - . 24 T s s

Germen people with respcet to anti-="e¢mitism.  Throurh the bessing
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Society an cffort'was‘made to cncourage the pro-~democratic elements

in Germany. <{his project was a total failure. lhere is no political
party in Yermeny today that is not anti-iemitic. Bven the SPD is not !
free from it. Proof of the absence of any hoﬁsemcleaning among the
“Yermans is that 95% of the Jjudges. serving in the Uerman courts today

arec Nazis.

RABBI VEIBERG: 4inti-Semitism in Germany is unique, The whole anti-

Semitic complex in “ermany, which cxpressed itself in the gas chambers’
and crematoria, has not been abandoncd by the Germ.n pcople. Perhaps

¢

a concerted effort on ﬁhe part of the church, the poliﬂical partics,
and Military Uovernment could make a dent in this problem. Hovever,
none of these has made any contribution to fhc‘solution of the problem,
The causes for the increase of anti-Yemitism in Uermany are (1) the
identification of the Jewish peoople with the p*o sed Norgenthau Plan,

(2) ths presence of the IPs and (3) the unpepularity of the Lestitution

Law,

ﬁh. PIEﬁLTSCH; There is &n urgent nced for a law waking any form of
overt anti-Semitimn a criminal offense.  This is only a palliative
and would not ro to the rost of the provlam, Hovewer,
e authority and would rosncet a law that outlawed anti-3emitism,
The Jewish Dis zre in complete agrooment wzth DR, FrOTEINYs wvicws,

lhey feel that there is no solutiorn for this probicm in Merwany and

that the only apswer the Jowish people could sive is te leave “ermany

4

en masse and meke it "jucenrein’.
IR,L.NDLU (who attended the sonference as an obsarver): hLmons the
reasons that we have not teen mors effcctive with the problem is

not hoen
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pr&pquy comtr~lled, Fer exonple, the NIUE ZEITUNG, the ncwspapér
sponsored and supported by the inmericen accupatisn auth-rities, hes
lcd the anti-derncratic perade by discharging its Jewish staff ricne
bers,  In the projected fair in New York, JEIL is permitting onti-
Semites t~ 7 t» the United States. T» deal with this problenm it is
neeessary tﬁ ereate infornetion eenters which mipht scerve as clearing
houses frr anti-Semitic inciﬁcnts: Th& wnerica H-uscs nirht bg uscd
by Jewish represcntotives to bring to the Yerrmn peaplc the story »f
the nature ond motive of anti~Scmitior end t+ enlighten them -n the

truth sb>ut the Jows.

MR,ALMO8 BRONs There is no noed £ developing o Iong-renge prooron
t>» deal with r~nti-Scnitiom in Y neny., Yur temporary program should
consists sulely in insuring the physicel protection »f the chs in

*

Uerpany, This should be coupled with the najor bjectivey namely,
J

s
t> teke all the Jeows out of Germany,

V. PROBLEM O THE "I IC.L H.RD COuE!

LIDC's medical staff prescnted the £:lloving facturl data on the
peaple whr fall within the crtepory »f the Wredicel hird core" in

the US Zone, Germanys

ictive TuBy  suvvevveness.s 320
Heart, liver and kidney
A18CASCS vaveressasncnasass 150
Hentel CR8CS weeesenssneses 100
OCnile C2SCS saveenovevenss 200
intelly retorded children, 30
invalits, auputees, blind , 300
1100

These firures vere bosed an the rrss survey reccntly c-nducted by
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4JDC ~nd IR0, in which approxinately 60,000 puople were exanined,
Ihere was alsy a mass heslth éxamination ~f abwut 25,000 in wustrisa,
REwas estimnted that cach -f the 1100 people invslve ot least tw
osther healthy family members who connnt be expected to lcave until
the sick member »f the frmily is permitted -~ emicpnte,  4n all,

the total nurber °f persons wh:tfall within the sroup known as

the M"redicel hard cwe' is about L,000,

DR, SCHMIDT: The phrase "mcdicel hard core" is not an invention
~f the nedicel profession,  The phrase means wery 1ittlerx§cpt in
terns »f the nced to the care for the pesple who are ill, These
pcple hnve, in the main, been denepdent unon ~thers for their
cere ~nd neintenance ondd the principal problem is t5 render then
capable of living indeendent »f the help »f others, The t-tal
£roup is not & very lorge one,  The largest p:rcentago con be re-
habilitated t~ 2 point whoere they can fully carn.thcir wn liveli-
h>od end toke their place iﬁ society. The people autimﬁtically fall
int» ten catepories, ace rding tv tho natur@Anf yheir illncss or
nhysical hendicapss

(a) Those whn can be nwved now(within ~ne yeor fron July L9)

(b) Those whs cannat be moved for an indefinite perisd of tinc.

DR, SZYFHMiN: <t the prosent timc there 2re tvm rchebilitation centers
in Germeny ond one in Itnly thot rre engaced in the rchabilitation

of the Jewish DPs,  The progren for dealing with the problen »f
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thc"medical hard corce!" must cmbrace two roesponsibilitics:

o

1. The rchabilitation of the invalids;

2., Tho treatment of the chronically ill. Bucause they
would not bc normallj cligible for migration cven at the cxpiration
of onc ycar, thcy present the most difficult problem, Ihese peoplc

should be moved to a ncutral land for rchabilitation and trcatmont,

DR. KOREN: The Jewish IPs oroscnt only onc basic nroblem, that of
migration. If wc arc to avoid having thousancs of Jéws romaining
bchind in Yermany, it is imporetive tiot thu‘camps be cmpticd at

the carlicst possible date. This applits to the sick as well as to
the healthy Jewish IPs, Thurc is a singular obligation towards

the invalids sincc most of their disabilitics arc the dircet result

of their participation in the war or arc duc to conditions undcr which
thuy were compelled to live during the war, Somc have a limited
capacity for cmployment; othcrs will rimain a purmancnt burden on

any socicty in vhich they will 1ivc, Inturnational organizations

have a responsitility to thesc people, Isrecl has concluded not to
accept thisc people unliss inturnational orgenizations acccpt thuir
sharc of responsibility for caring for them. It would he unwisc to
set up institutions in othir lands for the éarc and meintonance of
thesce pc0plo; There is only onc solution that is both practicablc

and thet rcsﬁccts the wishes of the puople thems.lves; namcly, to trans-

for them to Isracl., To that ond imm diate nogetiations to deal with

~this problum should be held botween Isrewl and the int.rnational

2l
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organizétions.

- }JR. BECKELI%N: The responsibility of IO in this problem must be under-
scored, The IRO has given serious thourht to the ultimate\disposition
of thc "medicél herd core" and has cntered into negotiations with ¢if-
ferent countrics with a view of getting then to accent narts of the
total burden., “hen Isrecl becones & morber of the Unitcd Nations,

as it more than likel& will in the immecdiete future, it wrill auto-

matically he entitled o rwmbrrshin as one of the sponsoring nations

TR

of TIi%, s such it #ili be dn the ozition to make recorwmwndations
to IR0 thet it will aceent the bur on of 4w Jedish DF Mnwdical hard

core™, nrovided IRO mucts its financizl rcsponsibility to these pcople.

In his ¢laboration of his views end in ansvwring the chellenge of Lr,
KBREN that i-JLC an¢ IRO should takc the initiative enc provide the
funds to transfcr and care for the "mcdicel hard core" in Israel, i, -
BECKELIY.N statcd thet hurciofore Jews have not ¢xnloited the op-
nortunities and. facilitics o fecred by intirnational or;anizations, In
the pést &JIC had taken on too mahy ohliratinns that were properly the
oblirations.of international orianizations, “hile J.JDC was not re-

.

sirming: from the problen and while it is nrapared to :jive its full
support to tho rohabilitation and meintenance of the "medical hard core®,
and, if invited, will ccrtainly participetc in any <iscussion reletive:
to this rrohlen, it is'incumbcnt unon, Jorry to exploit first the pos-

sibilities afforced by Ik0, whosc basic juridical respnsibility it is

to carc for the peonle under dilscussion.

ILO's major resnonsibility involve tio phesess

A (1) The renoval of »eople from the LP countrics,
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(2) The recention of the ncople in the country
of their destination.
Since Isracl is the country of destination of this croup, whom no
other country +ill accept, lsrzel can cstablish a project for tieir

feception anc rishtly clein that IhO should finance that pfoject.

In renly to EF,BUCKELITXN's cucstion as to vhat conditions. Isracl
will irmposc prior to recziving the_“mgdicai hard core", DR, KOREN
said it '1ill insist unon & rihebilitation progrem for the invalicds
who cannot work anc the construction of hospitnls Ifor thosc who arc
chronically ill,

iR, H.GL madeé a dreanetic anpesl on heh2lf of the invelids., *t is
neither desireble nor 1d: ical to move the invelicds to any country
other than Isracl.. 4 is Lportant for the inveli s to he extended
the oportunity to leave for Lsveel »ith the thinss that they nave
accuirecd, such &s tools anc :wchincs, that =will enshle then to becone i
sclf-sufficient, It 1ill be extrencly Jifficult to explain to the in-
velics the vrovnosal e by I, BECKLLIYI, +lthouih the'invalid
unserstond the juridical besis on vhich the ariunent for IRO assur@tion
of rcsponsibility is predizated, they could not understand +hy the +.JLC
werld sinsle out this problem to berin té scuare its accounts with thcv
120, It 11l teke ~% leest & MAlf year for INO to reach a decision on
this problem, +he invalids connot vait that long.

This position wes supported by 1Zi. J..FTE, who ermphrsized the fect

that the exrericnees with IR0 indicate that the nills of that or-
~enization ;rind vory slowly, as cenonstrated by the tempo of LO's
support of mi:rration to Isracl.

IR, [30S PRON: The views of ..JLC and of the invalids can be recon-
ciled by advising the invelids thot rithin a perod of € to 9 months.

=26~
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sore solution with ruspect to their emigration will be reached even

if this involves the .JUC's assunption of support.

VI, - PROELEL O C..1P CONCOLID..TION

IR, PINKATSCH: &t the last anmual mecting of the Council of the

Liborated Jows of Ucrmeny the principle of consolidation wias

unaniﬁously apnroved, a resolution to liguicate the DP camps as

soon as possible was.adopteu; Uﬁr‘aim is to achicve the fulfill-

ment of this rusolution, The eriturie which we erploy in deter-

nining when an& whether a ramp should e closcd nre as follows:
1. reduction in population sae to omisration;

2. shortrre of comnetent popsonnel necessary for proper con-
duct of the comp;

3. need for cconory snd. shortening: of supply lincs;
L, evailsbility of rescttlcment ophortunitics;

5. IRO ond uilitery necessities, as lon; ~s they do not
work unnccessery herdshin on ocur Li's,

411 ve denand for the DPs who move fron one campvto ~nother afé
acequate housing and decent li§ing concditions in the crup of re-
ception. we rlso ask for comfortable transportrtion and‘spccial
¢onsideration fnrvthe sick,

we have closed many coips. ‘The schecdule for licreh, april and lay is
not in PIO{rCss. “e st meet in Lpril to complete the schedule which

will spell the closing of the rcest of the Jdowish DP camps in the Zone,

+s the comps close a very snall nunber of Jews o fron the cams ints

the CGerrman ceonony beerusce they profor not to nowe from one cenp to

Lae)

cnother,  Those Jdevws do not require -JIC assistance., Unlike many
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needy Jows in the cconomy who arc thcfu only b.cause thocy could
not get into a camp, the J;ws who arc now going into the cconomy
arc going there voluntarily becausc they can afford to pay for
their own upkeep,  *t the very most, there will be about LOOO to
5000 caﬁp rosidunts who will choose to go into the cconomy in
order to avoid transfcr to anothecr camp or,bucéuso they want to
postponc their roscttloment.’ » )

M, TROBE: Consolication in Austria has been going on for a long
timc, Two ycars ago we had 17 ¢rwps; today we heve &, In hpril
we will closc 2 camps; in liay 2 morc. “mis schodule is basced on
US and Isre:l rcscttlement cstiﬁates. I the cstimates should
not bo achicved and if infiltrccé comc into Lustria in large
numbcrs we will be in very bad shépc. e must not give away
cémps before the people actually loeve, Othervisc wo may be

lcft with the people and find oursclves without edocuate

housing for thcm.‘

CHnPLLIN LILSHUTZ: The hrmy in Lustria wants to closu the camps
beeaus. it nocds the installafions in order to mect its cxpanding
military requirunmﬂté. liilitary nccessities must be met but we
should not rilincuish the bpst’camps. Iher is a sirious split
b;ﬁngn the puople and the DI Lcadcrship on the ouestion of con-
solication, uhi;c the Central Qommittoo is for the carlicst
possiblc closing of th. camps, the people arc asking why they
arc suddenly being "throwm out" of thc camps, Host of the people
who really wantcd to go to Isracl heve alrcady gone, Those vho
rcmain arc not iﬁtcrhstcd in rescttloment to Isracl. ®*¢ nced to
educatc’thom.
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MR, PAS:ILN: ft w28 our opinion a£ one time that liguidation of
camps would encoursge enirration, Today we see that it is the repid
pace of emi-ration ;nd the conseqﬁent erptying of the cemms that are
" creating the need for cemp consolidation., is 2 rule the people vho
nove into tﬁe Yorrian econory vill not require LJDC help., Only

those¢ vwho have funds will eéen entertain the idez of transfering to
tﬁe cconony. 4.5 a penerdl rule no iJDC support should be given to
this group except on an indiviﬁuai basie,whcrc it is cstablished

thet the transfer wre nccescrry ~nd the iIndividurl is in creot necd,

Vili, PRORELIVE TTH IRD

" The discussion Af this probloﬁ initinlly ccntered,aréund the subject
2f the extent »f IRO*s‘discharge ﬂf‘its rspmsibility in ficlds that
Jovish arranizotisns hove been eallod upom to sup~ort in whole or in
partf iR, H;BER'ruéﬁgnizcd the cfiticism t> vhich LJDC is subjccted
for failing ty cxploit IHO!'s finoncicl responsibility for certain
phases ~f the D progren,  Hoe nainteined, hovcver, that in most in-
stences this failure wns duc to the fret that a tinme factor was in-
volved in the dispensation ﬁf the assistince thet LJDC m&dgfavailablc.
The relicf »ffurce by the J.JUC answcrcd on imrmedicte need and the
tender »f the 2id eould not be pastponcd until thc>rclativé areas
‘ﬂfjrcsp=nsbility ~2f IR0 ﬁnd idDC vauld be fixed, oy exomple, the
supplementary assistencc riven by idJDC t~ the Juwish UPs was n»ot, in
fact, supplencntory in char:ctcr; but cssentinl t) the very health of -
~the people who receive the aids The IRO ratisn ﬁas bath qualitative-
ly o quhntitativclj innd. our te, The sene is t£ue ~f clothes, il
though the WJDC has token initiative in certrin fields, cs a‘general

. ' 20~
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rule it has been able t~ sccuro réimburscrent from IRO for the as-
sistance th~t ..JDC has advenced in arcas thet IRO hnd the nrimary
rzsponsibility to cover,

DISCUSSION i

MR, PiSLILN: Ls 2 matter »f practice; the «JDC hrs not been & sup-
plementing orgonization, helping IRO, but rather = primery orgen-
ization, assisted by the IR0, The IRO hrs ﬁffcrcd togl “leal obe
jectisns for feiling to supp-rt cortrin nspects of the Jewish DP
progran but besically IiO's withncloin: »f supporrt fron chish DPs
hes buen brvmptod by the. proveiling belicf in Ti0 circles that the
Juwish peaple would not ne:lcet their -wm and that if IRO failed to dis-
charge its res»onsibility, Jeurs viuld step int: the broseh and cover
the nc;lected arceas, bn the »~ther hend, if J s chenged their
tectics ond insisted thot IRO mect its rcspansibilitf, IRO wuld
live up ts its blirotion,

MU, BECKELIYN: Iven in the roscttlenent of Juvs t+ countrics sther
than Isrocl, IKO wde ~ prenter denand upﬁﬁ.thG J.yrish apceneics then
it did upon any »f the other orprnizations,  Iid's rttitude towards
the vaiéh nfhnnizatiﬁns el be cxpl&iﬁﬁd in nort in terms of iRO'S
pérsgnnei mrke-upie  Yf the S top people in IRO only “ne hes had any
experience in the ficld deting from 1939, and, with ne ad&itiwn&l
cxeeptinn, the rest had.nf exp;ricncc nrtsoover with the rofuee
prﬁﬁlcm. This was not tru; »f the IGCRE which had o specific job

t> perform and of UNRRL which had acourmlrted 2 vest store f oxe
pericnce in <ealing vith the roefu;ec nroblen, +hen LI uscceeded

UFRRL, it incorporoted int» its ~rprnizetisn exporicnced pers “nnel

on the ficld leovel, but twside it retninced fow people of exporicree.

\
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Ls & rosult, IRO rosunts the sige, widricnce and ceprcity of the
Juwish voluntary organizations. Top officials of IR0 consistuintly
¢rr in oppraising tie financial rosourcss of the J.r+ish voluntexry )
aguneics, Por cxemple, whon it is ennounced thet the Untd Jeowish
inpeal hes sct a cuota of &ZS0.000;OOO, L0 policy meking officiels
autometically assume that tho AJLC has thet much moncy at its dise
nosel, Ghen it is pointcd'out thet only »130,000,000 vas raiscd, it
is taken for granted thet thds mch moncy is aveillable to the LJUC,

and when it becomes kmom thet SU,0 L 000 was out 2t the disvosel

of the &JDC, the conclusion is dresm thet this sum is svailakle for
crmenditure in Germeny clonc. iorcover, L0 sulfirs from the con-
viction that Jows have onoush moncy to cdo & job for thoir ovn poople
and vhen it morcly Jiseherges its lu:al‘rcsponsibility to Jews vho
comc within the turms of thuir mandate, IHO fcils thet it is doing
some thing boyong the, czll of duty, +n cxample of this is the s:irvicc
rencored by LD to the Jiws of Shenghai,

AL GEEERSTEING TR, GUBEELURIN call.d th ebtention of the eonfrrinec
ts the criticism of IRD by i, Glasser of the Ovirsces Institute, MR,
GLL&SDL.fu;ls et InD's feilure to ot Lt“ rogyonsibility with
reepcet to the movement to Isre.l is only symptometic of 1ts cnerel
volicy, =anc that it complotely ignbrud its reshonsihility torards

the IPs in frence, 3. GRENCSTEIN stated thet Jowish orgrnizations must
be militent in insisting that TLO live up to its risponsihilitics but,
vnilce proessing for thosc dewmends, the orgenizotions nust simultoncouns—
ly moct the noeuds of the neonle in arcas thet eve n.oplc ct\d by I“\.

Az reported his discussion thet he hed with I0's reprosontetives ro-
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lative to this general nroblen, He stated thot Ind pmaintains that

it was lifting its strnderds »f fccding and rncdical care and that

its officials fecl thet Lud is meligned end is not siven credit for
the positive things it hes aceommplished,

MR, Bi.UDE: There is ample ground °n which criticism could be pre-
dicated. dovever, swic f the criticism has rether boen prcmaﬁuro or
has failed t- take int+ ccerunt the iegal restiricti ns under vwhich
IRD labors,  IFar cynrmle, IRO has been criticized for failing to

neet the prablem Hf the "oedicel hard carc": The foet is that 2
survey >f the"medical hrrd core! hool been complated ﬁnly’as rc-
cently as Februery 15 and Dr, . ST?RH ~f the ~JUC hns announced that
the findings would be revealcd in the darch reo-rt, sctunlly, ro-
gardless vhrt the V~luntrry sconeies proposcd t: @o with this »roblen,
IED hed alrcedy forrulated the £1lowing nlternetive tlens for
dealing with it:

1, IED will atterpt to roscttlc the penmle wiihin'this caterory and,
as an inducercnt, it will »~ffer the countrics »f roscttlenent 100 sup-
nort for a snecific pori-d,

2, ‘he people will be rescttled in countries thot hrve spucisl

wdilerl fredlitics and cortoin nenbor notions will assume the fin-

3]

ancial rcspansibiiityvfnr the care ond rchebilitation ~f the neonle
invalved, |

3. IKD will continuc sypp:rting the non-criicrnble elements in the UP
countries.

he IR will endenvor to ret the Yermen coonony, by legislatisn ond UN

cetermination, to asswx the financisl ressnsibility for the core

and naintenance »f this crwup,
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ln example of criticism thet wverlaoks the leznl frome-viork within
which IR0 is compelled to anerate is that invelving the ration that
IR0 distributes. It rmst be borne in mind that there is a rider

ts the act apprﬁpriating US funds for the IRD, which prmvides that
IZ0 mey not distribute ~ ration hirher thon thet enjoyed by the
general population »f the country in ~hich IO ~ssistrnce is «iven,
There are also the limitctions impiscd by the Byrnes-Bovin egroenent,
ies to clothing, I40 hes concistuntly ~dnitted thet is hos not net
its obligation, ﬂﬁ%cvur, tils Srdiluve weos due o a situztion awver
which IRO had n>» cntr:l, In 1947, when RO cric int> being, it
entered ints an agrecment with the US Lrmy rclative to the clothing

that the “Yerman ccomomy was to ﬁrcvidc. Unccr this aprcenent only
10% ~f the clothing was actually ~rovided in 1947 and 5% in 1948,
Ihis was far from whrt the IRO-Lrry cgreericnt cclled for, The
renson tht IRO has not wet its ¢lathing obliratisn to date is thatl
BICO trkes the na9sition thet the Gernen ec nory ncy n~t supnly any
clathing for DP use and thrt IO rust paj the finishcd product
price far clothes menufrcturcs in Gerismny deshite the fret that IRO
nay furnish the raw wmetericl, It should be knwm thot the I
bud;;et was nover bip enyuch to cowver the rospmsibility imonscd
upon it by its mandete, 1ﬁcr; would hove heen no surslus lost

year 1f IItD calculaticns n rescttlencnt hod netunlly notericlized,
Funds allrcated for finrmeing enigrotion end, rerticulnrly, cniipraticon
to the United States, vore not uscd, od the resctticment srecran

gone according to schedule, there would hrve been n» surplus,

it the conclusion »f this discussion of this rroblcen 1k, BiL.UDE
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reported that the Yirector General »f IRD will —rescnt for anoroval
by the Genorsl Couneil, plans for the LD ;;cfind ¢nding June 30, 1950
with dates on which the> Hendote will be cloysed and dates when core
and meintenance will cease. The UVirector will also jropise foctors
t> consider after July 1, 1950 such os:

a, DP rcfurcess tn resettle with reoscttlement ooportunitics
for whom IR shauld continuc to function,

b, Leral and nlitienl protection,

The Council will ~-wiri iz those.nr-osals in Genecve »n iirch 25,1949,

Vi1l,. TROBLEME OF THT VOLUNT.LY 0 TICIES

{. CENTWI CTIITTEE.

¥R. PIEK.TYCH stated ﬁhat the frincipal problen »f the Central Cone
‘nmittee is to liouidete the camps. fe felt that the Comittee mst
comtinue to function as long as therc are 1.0,7300 Jowish DPs in the
US Zone who cx'ress a desirc to g t: Isracl, when the nurber frlls
below thot figure, the Central Cormrittee sh-uld be Cissslved 7nd thé
JLFP and LJDC should take over £he fUnctionslaf the Committece. He
estimated thot the Committee would accorplish its missisn within the
fortheoming six months. In the moontime, the Commdttee vns reducing

its wm staff and the staffs of the Regiomel ond Camp Cormittees.,

DR,DUTCH stated thet he chuld not share Iir, Pielrtsch's ~otirdsm, It
was "RT's 1:lan to clase dovm the schools in the ceors within the next
frur-t> six . onths, There was,hwever, o« ¢ ntinuing necd for en "RT
pfngr:zm in connection with the rchebilitation »f the physicelly unfit
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ond in the treining »f DPs vho reside in the commmities. There
are any number »f free-living Jews wh» have rccently beceome aware
2f the indespensability of receivinc vacational traiﬁing ns tho

¢ mditinn rreccdent to thcir'cmigrntivn. Lr, Lutch cnvisioncd
thet the MT still had » vitel role to play in Germeny for the
fortheoming twelve or fifteen months,

C. LiF

HR.\JLFFE satlined the future pfﬂgram af the J.IP, This organization
will cntinuc its unss resottlenont srosren, ot the conelusisn »f
which the usurl normel mochincry, such os CGonsulntes, will be

empl yyed in hondling enigrntizn ty Isrrcl,  Hoype for those who
icdentificd thenseclves wvith life in Goersnny should not be ebrndoned,
It is the Aduty ~f the Jewish Wrgnnizati“ns'and f the remeinde
leaders t+ mersunde the penople trkin: ronts in Gorneny to lenve
thet country, By the end »f 1949 the JIFP will heve ~ccnmplished
its orincinal wmissiosn ond nt the c¢'neclusisn »f this ﬂoriwd, it
will senc int Gerneny and wustrin in'ivicucl "shlichin® t> en-
erurage Jows then rencining in Gerrany to endirate to Isrnel.“

It is the sbli otion »f the reneinle representotives who, carlicr
in the conferinee, aomitted th§ oreenrious osition of the Jewish
LPs in Germony ~ndd cxpresscd the view thet the notive Uernen Jows
viere nt mors sseurc than the DP clements, t» comrmnicate this mes-
sege to those why delude themsclves thnt they con find sccurity

in Germony,

IX, PROBLENS F LUSTITUTICN
DR, NULGR.UI rresented o rosunc ~f the restitution picture in
Uorrirny,  The restitution 1rar (:dlit~ry Government Low 59) is
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the best af‘ahy nf thce restitution laws adonted.

There is no restitution lew in the Russian Zone., The French have =
law in theik =one but its srincipal deficicney lics in it$ failure
to sct up » suecessor argenization for heirlesé and unclsined
pro-erty. “The'British promuloeted an order pcrhitting clains ts be
filed but have no lew riving any substintive remcéy to claimants,
The situction now existing in ths Bwitish z-ne is ~unlicntes in the
western sectors »f Berlin vhoere, rezently, an or’er wes pramulgateﬁ
fixing a six ﬁonth peris’ in whick cleiis to cry~nized nroperty ney
be filed, but vhere n» lew exists un’er vhich the clein nts LRy
recover their wropcrty, LCR, NUSSELULL étate! thiet he has been
nesntiating with the Enolish authorities §n the - question »f the Res;
titution Law in the Eritish zone and thet he ves assured os early &8

Jenuary 1948 thet o lew woule be enacted by .oril of lost yerr. The
lew hrs zome through o successiom »f chenies rnd the latest Jrift is

thet »f ventember 1946, which hos, cs yet, to bhe < o terd,

“ith resfect tar restitutisn in the Uo Zone, there ore twd princiﬁél
sutston'in: »~roblens:

2. Yn'er the restitution low the clriment 1s recuire” to may thet
nportion of the congileratinon over which he h ¢ the unrestrictec rifht
~f disposcl, uevgral fifficultiés prcsent thenselves in caﬁnectian
with this »bliction. “ne is of ¢ leral chérecter rnf‘the sther
finéncial. it hrs still not been letermined hether the conversion
1ow will be eoplied to the.amaunts thrt the clainents will heve to re-
fun or vhether the neichsm&rk'cnnsiderstion ﬂill heve to be rencid
with the equivalent number of Leutsche twrks.. This imporpant issue
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requires instont o lrrl- ication sn” it Yy Le necessary to ask for a
Ceclorstory opinion fron the Boord of leview,

nelstive to the finaneisl problenm, LE, FUSSHLULD steted thet repnrd-
less ot vhet rete the consideration thet rust be returnad will be
cowputed, there is still the »roblem ©s to where the clainents cre
coing to et the funds to neet theilr oblic~tions under the law, i

sxeinl benk i ht be estahlishsd For this surpoase,  This brnk eould

not only finance the clrimsnts hut »iht act 25 2 trinsfor institution
thrvuéh which the funds 7olized from the rostitution cleims ¢ouls he
ultizstely tronsferred tn the clrinrnts, LH, FULOR U0 referred to dis-
cussions thct he had vith r. Yonmett of the “infnce Livis ion, TS,

in 1947, *hon I, Yennett su este’ th t Jos vh hrve worls fccounts

in Gpeny ol bt tronsfer their inver.sts i swwe dirish chrritable
iésiutuuan whaich soull erivloy thess fan’z to Jinfnece thosc “ht oy not
neve the arns to> rehscoute trniy restitution elsims, I turt g ustion

T B JIT I ‘..
ohe situwsthon okl

1]

ann oy onernt vhen v, Cwrmett we e the coorosil,

S

rediorlly S ad slnce 1947, beocuse of the roorecidation in the volus

hd i 4]

. s wala K A Yy ripye? i 3. S K
Ithg swrid, on e other hend, sone plon odc At e Jeveloed under

thelr < feerunts in Gernony to o oscestitution
vl eurreney credits Jor these tironsilrs.

The socond wnjor oroablen nrescnted by rustitufiﬁn e the traansier nut

a2f Yerviny of such csscts s wny be roenlized Iron the rostituticn lovw,

The time hes coms »hcn thin nronlen is crucisl Bnth 10 the indiviwcle

*nd o Jevish acst tution Successor rrcalmattoon,
cested thrt the fun's mb ot Y2 tronsferred in ths form of srelirizrted

auses and thet Jerish slstitution suceesasr ‘roendnation sl hit use
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part »f vhat it roclized tﬂ trensfer Jews tdother countries,

LISCUSSION

LLUL KLGEN:  The resvitutinn prasren es orizinelly conéeived hee 2
uble nurios e
1. T» esteblish the palitiCﬁl principle of accauntabiliﬁy for the
Wrong s cﬁﬁmdttcg ~ninst the victins of Nazi peréecution. This
'mfgument for restitution s been relejsted to the hrekeround flong |
yrith \en‘zxilc "tion-and nthor«ambitiwus progr&ms.‘ *t is n> longer
a0l t:ste tn sheek din terns of ans crebwlxty sy crenes cormitted

under the Nozi ropime.

2. The saCﬁﬁn ain nf,restitufiﬁn.is the nrectier sne #nc the ey
arablen thet frces Jefish-u.otltvtﬂﬁn uccessor recniae inn‘is.hﬁw

it can relate its netivities to the activities nf the voluntery

"¢rencies, Uorish A ostitutisn Suscessor Jreenizntion ds interested

iﬂ reelizing 2s rmuel s it §an from the restitution wearem 4t hes
filed 163, ') cledims wﬁﬁ nS o owassidle 273000 thet mniht heve heen
filed cnc 1s deter-insd b2 corry tarogsh wwith its pr:;r:m in the irta-
dﬁming tﬁv‘yc:rs. I Qﬂwry is ty ooefit b? the erk ~f the Yaa-ish
ﬁestitutién Succésswr arg&nization it iz imserctive thet u;qv nlin be
worked sut under vhich tfansfcr of cegsets from Yeriony vwill Le *wvcible.
“ince the volun LYY Sognelgs are concernwd tact ﬁhe t;&f} diedgh
srasren in Cerreny, ineludine thet releted to the~st cnd to the

( eneinden, th&so areneles cre in the =w51t13n tw nrke sugres twans

to devish lestitution Successar Fr;énizétinn #s tn the mnst effective

utilization ol the csscts thet Jegrish ias Jtutlﬁn LucecessHr Dryonizetion
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will acquire. ‘these assets micht be -ut to wrofitable use on

behnlf of the medicel hard core whose resettlement ney have tn be
nostaoned, |

‘he creation of the western Gernon stote mey adversely affect the
-entire restitution prorrem, The control of restitution should be

one of the subjects rescrved to the occunation authorities and
Militery Government laow 59 should be extencded to the US sector of‘
Berlin

‘LH. KLGLN also discussed the &ifficulties th7t nirht afise from the
crzation of the vroposcad western Gernen stete if the borders »f the
constituent stetes are shifted, It mirht well be thet areas now
enbraced within ﬁhe US Zone »f sccuration and, conscouently, covered
by idlitery Government L?W'59; would becore worts of Leender to vhich
either no restitution lew »r less favorable restitution lavws would aonly,
He olss pointed to o Cefinicncy in the nraposed Jccunctinn Statute

which frils to inclure indemificctisn os o-ne of the fields reserved

t> the nccuretinn autitorities, +4n varlier drafts of the propnsed
Yecudstion Stotute this ves one of the fields thot was included exmong
the reserved le;islative novels, “aféver, in the lctest “roft this
a8 s deleﬁed. Since the “ermens have been reluctsnt in aconting an
indernificrtion lraw, it is imperative thet the field of indemni-
ficetion be rescrved tn the sccunatinsn ~uthorities.

MR, ISERTURCH: in deeling with this problem the entire enphnsis'

hns been »n the econonic canecity in Uerrwny to mset its »obli-otions,
In osur cols var with llussie, ve ere nore intcresﬁeﬁ in creating the
g9ac will of the Yermens than in the moral esnect of the »Hroblen,
Hoone thinks of the crument thot restitution and inCemnificetion are
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ouections of public morality and th~t the UYermans owe a moral
obligation to the worst yictims of Nazism., The “merican Jewish
Committee has attempted to get some Yerman voice to speak out in
favor of the moral imperative for restitution and ihdemnification.
‘his effort has in part borne fruit, as reflected in a clause the
Social Lemocratic Party introcuced in thelproposed Bonn constitution
in which the trizonal state acknoled es its morel obligation to
make restitution and indemnification. There is a need to follow up on
this, by way of getting “ilitarv.Governﬁent and the State lepartment
£o see that the UYermans implement this principle. The fmerican
Jewish Committee has succeeded in getting the State Department to
instruct its representatives in Germ¢ny to use their influence in
getting the principles.of hilitary Uovernment Law 59 acrepted by the

other .estern occupation powers.,

The situation in #fustria is essentizlly the same as in Uermany,
Politicel exmediency over-rices considerations of public moraiity.
For example, the adoption of vital legislation in the field of res-
titedion, especially that related to the recovery of leasehold in-
terests confiscated during ﬁhe'“nschluss, is shelved, beeause the

legisletion would adversely affect ansroximetely 571,300 former
Nezis who vere extended an anmnesty end whose political patronage
the political parties are courting.

hithough consistent efforts heve heen made to induce the Lustrians
to acopt favorakle legislation on heirless and unclaimed property,

no perceptivle progress has been mece in this field. The concerted

effort to get the fustrian authorities to advence a 25,072,000 Schilling
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loan to the lfustrien Jewish community, which would constitute <nd
advance against the proceeds from heirless property, has been abortive
to this date, . Those interested in :etting this loan feel thet once
the loan is made Lustria will be put in the position nﬁere it will
virtually be compelled to adopt legislation creating 2 fund out of

the proceeds of heirless property.

Lt is imperative that Jows employ every political instrument at their
Cisposal to indnce the “arwn ond Lastrian suthorities to meet their

obligations with resncet to razrtituiion and indennification.

DR, HUSSRELINI outlined the nrogress thet had been mede with the

Ll

uerpan nenercl cleins lesr for the U® Zone, Yor & y, The low &s

I

adopted by the Leenderrast had heen relerred to -iiitery Government

for amproval, this law wos deened unsc’isD ctory by Jerizh interested

zroups n <t least three imnortant resoscts:

1, 4t excluded in-cemn s from the .cless o beneficicries /o were

t2 be in emnificd for incerceration in concentraiion ceanps end otler
forms of deprivetion of 1ilcrdy,
2. 4+t mede no provision for the devolution of the cleims of helrless

and uncleined »rojerty udon & sueccssHor orni-izmation,

3. it orovided thet the currrency vetio of 1051 anply to ¢ll

none tary claims,

the Jewish {roups, consisting of the.JLE?, Jowish trstitution Oue-

a

nization, the frmeinden, the Council for the siotection .

cessor “ry

of Jewrs Irom Cermeny, Jentrel Committee of Li'zrrted Juvs from Gerieny,
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rreed on & comon srogren of fotlon, and

vigre repr sented at the o sslation deview Spard in serlin by the
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Jewish advise~ts Virice, 45 a result of this intervention, the

.

Legislation lieview Board nrepared a Staff Study in which lenere
Clay was esked to return the law to the “senderrat with the recuest
that the law be revised to meet & number of ohjections, insluding
the three stated avove., To deote enercl Cley's response to this

vtaff Ltudy is not known.

IR, PIGKATSCH: 4t i: o mistcke to lose time in nepotisting with

the laenderrat. L7 deis rrs eme

ched to salvase anytidng from an
infemnificetion 1o Mo fave *hev hove omiiroted to Tsreel, Ueneral
Clay should »romul; ~te such ¢ levr in the neme of Lilitery Government,
To this provosal **jor sdymen ruplicd thet since i cdontid the res- .
titution law only -vith the grectest reluctince, & ;o"tiofi, it

would not entortoin tne ides of édopting & hilitaqy Government low
that would renresent & burden on the Ucruan econory,

SAJOR WIEN elso remorted the nrosress on the annlicatim for tlhe

. g . - s oA 5 B M
licensing of an indivicunl cleins arency. e said thot Usnerel Lley

hed beon inlornnd by the hoadviser that unon his

arrivel reonen the cnsstion with hiim on the

reco’ nitlon of suchy an a.cncy. the wunno uwarity of tac
restitution leww and the nced f9r soneons to sdvines foes, scisct
connscl, w nare croperty it adcht be rocovercd, end cilect com-

rensable th ot some Yewishi agency be st un

to render these scorvices o living cleiments, Uenerdl Yloy's

asttitude towerds this wvoblen will be kaswn after ir, (il BINS

next confzivance ~with the lensral.

SAT T Y P AT et
VOOE CELTUR DL
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L oresented ¢ brici resume of the current stetus of this
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problem, UGeneral Clay hes cdnsistently stoéd fﬁr the proposition
that he would not permit Yerman police jurisdiction to embrace iPs.
He had assured Dr, Haber,.former idviser on Jewish Lffairs, of this
attitude and authorized him to fepreqent that to be the General's
viewpoint in DR, H.3EL's final report to the Department of the iLrny.
The Ueneral reiterated that position in his initial conference -with
¥R, GREENSTEIN., This issue was the subject of dispute between the
?estérnnpowers during their négeﬁiations on the proﬁosed Yecupation

¥

Statute. It was finally raselre” thnt for a neriod of two years
from the effective date of the Shetute, the ozccunation zuthnrities
would reserve jurisdiction over the ITs, ILfter thet date it is

hoped thet the problem, so far as the Jewish LPs ere concerned, +ill

he acedemic,

oo
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sonierence with the f»llewing remerks:

I hope this conieienca has brocdened tie horizon of every one who
attended. ‘There is zlwavs the Conrer thet when e opurite on a Cay
to day hesis, e vend to becoie so involved in our ovn perticnler
routine thnat ve fall to et a perépective ol the ohjectives and toe
nuilesophy which should guidé our worlk., Alse X hope that thié con—
ference 7ill help in synﬁhasizingvour individwel eflorts end ill
in a messure furnish us with & hluenrint of ow rations for the next
six months,

There heve becn sherp Jifferinces of oninion ex-rassed @t our con-

5

Ity beceuse they relloct enuine convistions

lerence, These are

or: our pert, lLezapite thwse ideolo izal ciifersnces, I hovpe that

£
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eventuaily we can evolve & progream upon which ve can agree, I
refer pirtlculsrly to the basic cleavege in the anrocch to those
who elect to rerzin in uerﬁany. ‘ne thing clearly cmerged from
this conference, Dven those who feel they went to remain in
Yerneny are fairly well agreed thet our prlmsry ~o¢l is to close

the DP camps 28 cuicikly £s poscihle by accelurating the emirration

of the Jewish Ws Ifrom Turmeny, whether it Me to *"al or the

United States.

It must be & sonrce of setisfection to all of us thrt despite
bottlenccks and siortcomings intorost iﬁ the US LP bill, the
ingenuity, resonzccfulhoss cnd #bility to follow throurh or the
nert Sf thoe LG, rnd HIAS has resultod In @ lerger pronortion

goimg to the US under this hill then snyone anticipated,

“inston Churchillts strtoment of how such the »orld oed to so
few peonle hrs hecoms & clessic, In the some vein, 4 ould like
to pey tribute Lo the JLIP rad to the Contral Committec of
Lin.reted dows Ffor thair wmepnificent job in moving to Lurecl

a3 meEny people s they did., I elso -int to conliud the &JMC

for its 2il out support jrithout whilch this negnifizent #chicve-
ment wonld rnot hove toen dossible,

confess thot I was troémendously nmoved by tho oler whdeh wes made
by the renresintotives of the invelids vho remincded us thet cven
those ~ho cre rot in o positon to fond f0“ thensclves ¢ not vne
to dic in Gorneny, »7 et to he moved to tsriel. At the s
Ctime I hove o omend rosacet for the noint of viwr of i, Buclkelmen
because I recopnize the tamntation on tho prrt of » pudblic nrency

never to toke ovar work th't & nrivate ceency is willing to showldcr.
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I think it is tremendously important thet we ;;wid being

manouversd by irsternetionel orgenizrtions or sovernments into
the position here we assume responsihilities thet orc ripht-
fully theirs, Coming from the United States just a few woeks

2f0,

end hzving hed some fosocistion with the fund ralsing .
ageneics, I enn tell you, thot we erc going to have » difficult
job this yezr to mect our tremendous res»maibilitics, esneciclly

in Isrecl,

In conncetion with cemp consolicdridon, Julors tiong come to our
office ~nc plcfd‘?ith 0s not to ermit b comps to be consalidnted
for verions rcrsons, I oam plossed thrt the JEIP end the Lentrel
Committee cre in Agruanmnt tiart there cais must be consnlidnted

enc closed ot the cerlicst possikle moment cad they are thdnking

nrimerily in torms ol the svocdy flow Snd oncedy movenlmb,

One lest woand,—~ is o orosult of the ddscussioms we have hd, it hev.
buen olatid out tlwre are cortsim vosmonsibilitics thet cich 2T us
hove in the totsl wicture., there cre cortoin thimgs thrt the Y ice
hove in t totsl wictur ot I

o~

on

cble to do. o will trr to aet fs » osort
of stimulramt to teeh »f the Louneics, 5o thet torcthor ~ o can con-

nlute eur colluchive jow 25 sesam s possibic.

C e ‘318064‘45


http:importc.nt

#] £ ooag H‘gﬁ;’(ru
& Frhrbhne Wt maH / 4
O ks
z’7’—’ N
/
| -
rUTURE RELEASE PLEASE NOTE DATE

NATIONAL MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
- Washington 25, D. C.

FCOR RELEASE £ 7:00 A M., o '
MONDAY, FEERUARY 7, 1949 ' ‘ RE 6700, Ext. 2528-71252

ARMY RELEASES FINAL HABER REPORT
ON JEWISH AFFAIRS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

.~ Acting Secretary of the Army William H. Draper, Jr., today released the
final report of Dr. William Haber, Adviser on Jewish Affairs to the United States
Array Commanders in Germany and Austria. | |

Dr. Haber served in this capacity from January 1948 to January 1949, He
has returned to the University of Michigan, where he is a professor of Economics.
His successor is Mr, Harry Greenste-iﬁ, Executi\}e Directof of the Jewish Welfare
Fund of Baltimore, Maryla'nd, who will leave for Heidelberg, Germany, on Febru-
éry' 13. | | | | :

Acting Secretary Draper, in releasing Dr. Haber’s report, stated:

““I have noted with pieasure that during the period of Dr, Haber'’s service
overseas, substantial progresé has been made in reducing the Jewish DP popula-
tion in the United States Zones of Germany and Austria, ‘an;i I am gratified that
the Iéwish DP problem in the U. S. Zonés is nearing a solution.” |

The full text of Dr. Haber’s report to the Secretary of the Army follows:
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On November 14, 1948, I submitted an Interim Report in which I made brief
reference to some of the highlights in the Jewish displaced persons picture in
Germany and Austria, In this Final Report I want to elaborate on the develop-
ments during the past year as they relate to the Jewish displaced persons problem
and make some recommendations with respect to current issues, and with respect
to those that are likely to arise in the immediate future. From time to time, as
the problems have arisen, I have shared the views expressed in this report with
General Clay or General Keyes, ' :

1. RESETTLEMENT IS ONLY SOLUTION - SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS MADE.

It is axiomatic that the only real measure of progress in the displaced per-
.sons problem is the extent to which the displaced persons have been repatriated
or resettled. All other considerations, such as the improvements of the creature
comforts of the displaced persons, their state of morale and even their state of
health, are of secondary importance. The life of the displaced person is essen-
tially an existence in limbo, and no program of care and rehabilitation, successful
though it may be, is sufficient to offset the eroding effect of camp life with its ab-
sence of privacy, of a life of idleness for many, of a life dependent upon charity,
and of a life in which the people inevitably come to feel that they are pawns rather
than masters of their own destiny. There is only one way that the displaced per- .
sons can really be salvaged and that is to transfer them to lands where they can
take their place as normal citizens and thus regain the self-respact that they en-
joyed before they were uprooted. ’ ' :

It is withh 2 great deal of satisfaction that I report that the past year repre-
sents a ;.riod that has shown the greatest advance in the solution of the Jewish
displaced persons problem since the end of the war. During this period approxi-

. mately 37,600 Jewish displaced persons have been resettled from the U, S, Zone,
Germany, and about 9,000 from the U, S. Zone, Austria, Neither the Army nor the
International Refugee Organization has succeeded in developing the techniques for
an accurate statistical count of camp population and the measure of the number of
Jewish displaced persons living in the German economy is even less satisfactory. -
However, the best estimate, based on such quantitative data as is available. is that
as of December 31, 1948, there were 75,000 Jewish displaced persons in the U. S. -

Zone, Germany, and 9,700 in the U. S, Zone, Austria, '

2. ARMY RECORD IN HANDLING DPs EXCELLENT.

The United States military authorities in Germany and Austria have been
helpful in many ways. As I indicated in my previous report, within the framework
of the occupation policy, Generals Clay, Keyes, Huebner, Balmer, Harrold, Col- -
lins and Xendall, and their immediate staffs, have shown a profound understanding
of the problems of the Jewish displaced persons and have in general followed a
pattern which has raised the dignity of the people and has given them a feeling of’
security., They have justly earned the undying gratitude of the Jewish displaced
persons. < : B

. It would be erroneous to give the impression that there have been no tension: -
between the displaced persons and the Army., During my tour of duty I frequently
encountered man on the operational level who openly confessed that they consid -
ered the entire displaced persons problem a nuisance and one that interfered with
the Army's primary mission in the occupied countries. Toward the end of my
tour I found almost no such sentiments expressed. The rapport that now exists
between the Axiny and the Jewish displaced persons, is, in my opinion, the product
of a ‘corn .ination of factors. Foremost among the reasons is the realization that

‘we are over the hump of our difficulties. When the picture was static and immi-
gration was at a standstill, the nerves of the Jewish displaced persons and of mili-
tary men with whom they had immediate contact were on edge. Now that the mass
movement of these people out of the occupation zones is in full swing, the generous
impulses of the average man in uniform have come to the fore, and on all sides
- there appears to be a genuine desire to assist them to reach the land of their
choice. In my opinion the relationships between the United States Army and the
Jewish displaced persons are today on a most sound and friendly basis, MORE
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3. IRO £OLICY ON IMMIGRATION TO ISRAEL SHOULD BE MODIFIED,

. The headway made in the solution of the Jewish displaced persons problem
during the past year would not have been possible without the active support of
the United States authorities in Germany and Austria, It is to the credit of the

American representatives in Germany that when the International Refugee Organi-

zation, in May 1948, withdrew its support of immigration to Israel, ostensibly
because of ‘“‘the absence of a regime in Palestine which had general recognition
of the United Nations’’ and because the resettlement of displaced persons in an
area of strife was alleged to be repugnant to the spirit of the International Refugee
Organization’s constitution, the U. S, Army stepped into the breach and gave the
logistical support without which the mass movement of the Jewish displaced per-
sons to Israel would have baen impossible. To the Jewish displaced persons who
had been vegetating in the displaced persons camps for three years the United
Nations’ decision on partition of November 29, 1947, a decision that the United
States not only supported, but spearheaded, would have been a hollow victory had
the Arm:: followed the International Refugee Organization’s course on this. issue.

Whatever meritg it may have had at its inception, the official policy of the
International Refugee Organization in withholding immigration support and assist«
ance from Isracl-bound Jewish displaced persons is without justification today.
The survival of Israel is no longer in doubt. It has been given both de facto and
de jure recognition by many important nations of the world, It is a "going con-
cern’’ even in the eyes of the nations which have refused it recognition. Those
who migrate there certainly feel that they are as secure in that country as they
were in the DP countries. Neither the United Nations nor its Mediators in Israel
have uttered a word of objections to the resettlement of Jewish displaced persons
in Israel, TRO’s failure to support this resettlement program has imposed hard-
ship on the displaced persons, since its facilities and logistic support cannot be
" used to zid this movement. The recent action of the IRO Executive Committee in
modifying [RO policy is a step in the right direction. I recommend that our gov-
ernment continue to make the strongest representations to secure the fullest IRO
support for this resettlement program.

4, U.S.POLICY ON WITHHOLDING EXIT PERMITS FOR MILITARY AGE MEN
SHOULD BE REVISED. . . ' o

: One additional comment on migration to Israel: Our military authorities in
the occupied countries are authorized to issue exit permits to men between the,
ages of 18 to 4% only after a complicated clearance procedure which in- practice
has been found unworkable, The men in this age group are not prohibited from
entering that country by the United Nations Truce. The Mediator has established
definite procedures for registering immdgrants in that age group and for assuring
that they would not be agsigned to military training or military service, In view
of that, our gov<rnment’s insistence upon retaining the cumbersome clearance
requiren:int which in effect denies exit permits to men 18 to 45, imposes genuine
hardship on the families of Jewish displaced persons, Its effect is to make it nec-
- essary for the heads ,gf these families who fall in the prohibited age group to seek
unofficial or “‘illegal’’ channels for emigration. Were they not to do so their fami.
lies would have to leave without them or the movement would come to a halt alto-
gether. Istrongly urge our government to revise that policy in order to make it
possible for family groups to leave as a unit through normal emigration channels,
In my judgment an appraisal of the current situation in Israel justifies a revision
of that policy. ' - ‘ : o

5. RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING CAMP CO,NSOL]DATION.
It is both inevitable and desirable that as the displaced persons population

(_ie;reases the existing camps be consolidated, As of January 1, 1948, there were -
in the U. S. Zone, Germany, 56 Jewish asse#bly centers and 18 town groups which

'

were regarded as assembly center annexes, By December 31, 1948, these installa.

tions had been reduced to 48 assembly centers and five town groups, respectively,
- S .3 - MORE

Lo
bt
O
()
-
~3



A program for the future consolidation of the camps is being developed by the
military authoritics in consultation with the IRO, the heads of the voluntary agen<
cies serving the displaced persons in the occupied countries and the representa-
tives of thi displaced persons themselves. While the consolidation program is
flexible and is designed to reduce the number of installations as rapidly as the
volume of ¢migration makes possible, difficulties in its implementation are almos
irevitable, There is an understandable reluctance on the part of the psople to
move from one temporary installation to another, particularly when, as they,
claim, their final resettiement is imminent, Although the people may in individua.
instances protest their moves, I am confident that a soundly developed program
for camp consolidation, humanely administered, can be implemented without diffi-
culty. . E

It is my recommendation that those installations which offer the least favor-
¢ble accommeoedations should be closed first, even if this requires a postponement
in the derequisition of rental properiy. It happens that the best camps from the
housing standpeoint consist of rental property. In view of the incalculable losses
sustained by tha displacsad persons, it would be precminently unfair to pursue a
policy which would deprive the dispiaced persons of all the good housing that has
- been made available to them. The German economy would not be overburdened if
the small quantity of rental property now used for housing displaced persons were
retained until 211 substandard displaiced persons camps have been evacuated.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING GERMAN CONTROL OVER DPs,

*The problem of the extansion of German control over the displaced persons
camps has appeared from time to time during the past year., At the present time
the single differential that the Jewish displacsd persons camps «¢njoy over the
camps of other nationality groups is that they are not subject to the jurisdiction of
the Germean police, except for limited identification missions: The Germans have
consistently compiained of this. ‘‘extraterritoriality’’ privilege that is accorded
to the Jewish displaced persons and have insisted that their police are frustrated
in enforcing the law so long 2.8 this situation exists, Not only do I question the
conclusions advanced by the German authorities but I believe it would be a crucial
error on the part of our authorities to yield to the Germnans on this issue, In my
opinion, the present policy is in a large measure responsible for the amazingly
few clashes between the Jewish displaced persons and the Germans. Although the
Jewish distlaced persons problem is in its liquidation phase, the time has not yet
come when the Jewish displaced persons can be safely transferred to the jurisdic-
tion of the German authorities, : .

. General Clay, who 2s I indicated in my interim report, shares my views on
this issue, has rejected the German proposals. The problem, now governmental,
is obviously one of utmost importance in the framing of the Occupation Statute for
the proposed western German state. The occupation authorities have a solemn
obligation to tn« displaced persons. It is an obligation which they have voluntarily
assumed and which they have thus far discharged in accordance with the broadest
humanitarian principles, On the whole, the displaced persons want no part of Ger-
many and 2s long as there is the need for maintaining camps for them, they should
not bz subject to the administration of the German authorities, The sovereignty
of the German state can, until a more propitious date, afford to yield on the issue
of jurisdiction over the allied nationals who were introduced into Germany against
their will. Iurge therefore that the Occupation Statute provide that the displaced
persons remain the special wards of the occupation authorities.

7. EXTENSION OF U. 8. ZONE RESTITUTION LAW URGED.

On November 10, 1947, the Military Government for the U. S. Zone, Germany
adopted Law 59 which provides for the restitution of all identifinble property
transferred under duress, by or confiscated from, those persecuted on account of
race, religion, or political beliefs. While it is still too early to judge the effective
ness of this law in restoring to the victims of Nazi persecution what legitimately
belongs to them, the law itself is an excellent one and the establishment of the
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Board of Review insures that it will be properly implemented. At the present

time there is nc internal restitution law in the British Zone, Germany nor in Ber-
lin, and the law in the French Zone is deemed inadequate, primarily because it
fails to rrovide for the transfer of heirless and unclaimed property to a successor
organizz:ion. It is unconscionable to permit those who profited by the Nazi regime,
at the expense of its victims, to retain their gains. Unless there is assurance

that the western German state, when created, will be prepared to pass a uniform
restitution law, ¢very effort should be made to have the Occupation Statute ratify
the U, S. Military Government Law 59 as applicable to the entire Western State,

8. REVISION OF INDEMNIFICATION LAW NECESSARY.

At the present time there is pending before the U. S, Military Government in
Germany, for its approval, a proposed Indemnification Law in which the Laender
in the U, S, Zone undartake to indemnify racial, religious and political persecutees
for economic losses that are not covered by U. S, Military Government Law 59,

In addition to recognizing the claims of Germans who fall within this category, the
proposed law provides for the indemnification of all who were detained in concen-
tration camps and ghettos, provided they resided in any of the Laender on January
1, 1947, In its present form the law denies in-camp displaced persons any re-
dress for their detention., The calloused indifference to the moral and legal
claims of this group of pcople renders the proposed law wholly unacceptable, The
law has other objcctionable features which I have fully discussed with General
.Clay and other members of his staff. Every effort should be made to persuade the
German autnoritics to pass a law that will adequately indemnify 2ll who are not
likely to bz reimbursed from such reparations as Germany may eventually be

- required to pay, and will in other respects conform to American standards of
equity. In the cvent that such efforts do not meet with success, it would be far
~more prudent 10 veto the law rather than to permit the Germans to cleanse their
conscience with a law that is fundamentzally unjust.

9. ANTI-SEMITISM NOT REJECTED BY GERMANY.

So far as I have been able to discern, anti-Semitism still is deeply rooted
in Germany. It manifests itself in many ways; in the desccration of ¢emeteries,
in provocative articles in the press, in publicly holding the Jewish displaced per-
sons exclusively responsible for the black market, in occasional blood libel
rumors, =nd in the obvious public antagonism against the Jews with whom the
Germans come in contact, Germans are quite frank in admitting that overt acts
against the Jews and especially against the Jewish displaced persons might occur
if the occupation authorities left, The reaction of the native Jews to their own
environmeant is reflected in the fact that most of the young people of the German

~Jewish commiunity have definite intentions of quitting their country.

It is disappointing that the Germans have not rejected a doctrine which
started Germany on its destructive career that ultimately led to its own ruin,
Anti-Semitism cannot thrive in soil where the democratic spirit has taken firm
root, The survival of anti-Semitism is one measure of the task which faces those
engaged in the effort to democratize Germany, I would not give the impression
that all Germans share in the prevailing attitude towards Jews. There are many
Germans who reject anti-Semitism as anti-social, anti-Christian and reactionary.
However, their views have not taken any articulate form, I have discussed this
problem at great length with General Clay and fully concur in his rejection of any
plan 'that‘ proposces to deal specifically with the problem of anti-Semitism, The
eradication of anti-Semitism in Germany must represent the spontaneous inner
urge of the Garman people and must flow from the democratization of Germany.

- It is General Clay’s view that inter-faith groups, including Jewish leadership in
Germany and clsewhere, can be of aid in this matter and contribute to greater
toleranca. It is clear to me that, until Germany has repudiated the shameful
policy with respect to Jews that Hitler pursued, it will not have gained its self-
respect and weon its way back into the ranks of the civilized nations.
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10. LIBEZRALIZATION OF U. S. IMMIGRATION LAW NECESSARY.

The sdoption of the DP Immigration Law brought new hope to many Jewish
displaced persons who wanted to join members of their families in the United
States, Although this law ropresents a good beginning, its restrictive provisions
have seriously complicated its administration, and it contains certain limitations
which have bern construed as discriminatory against Jewish and Catholic displaced
persons. Obviously, the United States, the foremost protagonist of the democratic
Meal, cannot sfford to put its officinl approvzl on legislation that has unsavory
flavor. it is thercfore most encouraging to notc that at the opening session of the
present Congress, bills were introduced to bring the DP law more in line with
Amecrica’s democratic tradition,

11. SECURITY AGAINST UNWARRANTED SEARCH SHOULD BE EXTENDED TO
" Dps. . .

During the calendar year 1948, twenty-two check and search operations wer:
conducted nmong the displaced persons camps in the U, S, Zone, Germany. Of this
number sixteen invelved Jewish installations. Most of these searches were con-
ducted in the interest of apprehending black market offenders and as a deterrent
to such activities. However, on the basis of what these raids actually accomplishe
I am convincad that there is no police measure that can effectively deal with this
problem. The illegal traffic in rationed commodities flourishes in every economy
of scarcity and Germany is no exception. No group of people in Germany, civilian
" as well as military, are free from its temptations. The only dependable remedy
for the black market, is that which will be provided by the increase in the flow of
consumer goods., . - '

Aside from the fact that the mass searches fall short of their objective, they
represent an indictment of the entire caimp communities invelved in searches, and
as such, do violence to the Anglo-American concepts of justice. On March 16, 194
Military Government promulgated a regulation (SOP 96) according to which all the
safeguards against unreasonable search and seizure, basic in the American legal
tradition, were ¢xtended to everyone in Germany except the displaced persons livi
in the camps. This disparity has been the subject of a number of staff studies pre
pared by the military authorities and is now being considered in connection with
the framing of the Cccupation Statute. It would indeed be incomprehensible if the
authorities responsible for drafting this Statute emerged with a standard of justice
less faverable for the displaced persons than for the Germans.

12, HAVEN POLICY SHOULD BE CONTINUED.

In 2 world that is in a state of flux, as ours is today, it is difficult to predict
the future with any degree of accuracy. There is a great urge on the part of many
Jews, living in the satellite countries, to migrate to Israel. Not only have they bec
declassed as o result of the nationalization of their businesses, but they have a
justifiable fear of the future., Although the satellite countries, notably Roumania,
Czechoslovakin and Hungary, which have substantial Jewish population, have in the
past permitted legnl migration to Israel, there is no certainty that such freedom
to emigrate will continue, Today the picture in this respect is confusing, There
are some indications that the satellite countries may either suspend legal migratic
or impose such conditions as will make it impossible. Heretofore, the U, S. Zones
of Occupation have served as havens of refuge for those who fled from countries in-
which they have been insecura. I would strongly urge that the haven policy which
we have heretofore followed, bz continued, ' :

13. THE PLANS FOR EVENTUAL CLOSING OF JEWISH DP CAMPS CAN NOW BE
FORMULATED. | : .

The Jewish displaced persons have been leaving the U, S. Zones of Germany
and Austria at the rate of 4,000 to 5,000 per month, As soon as the implementatio:
of the U. 8. P Immigration Law reaches its expected stride and, especially, shouw
the amendments of the bill now pending before Congress be adopted, a substantial
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number of Jewish DPs in the U, S, Zones of Occupation will be eligible to leave for
the United States. The Isracli government has formulated tentative plans for re-
moving from Germany and Austria all Jewish displaced persons who wish to migrate
to Isracl, by Scptember of this year., Taking into consideration the present and
future rates of immigration to Israel and to other countries, and allowing for the
number of Jewish displaced persons who may wish volunta r11y to postpone their re-
settlement by entering into the German economy, 1 believe that it is safe to set the
end of the naxt fiscal year, that is June 30, 1950, as the target date for the closing
of most of the Jewish displacaed persons camps. This aim can be achieved, unless
unforesuen events, both in Israel and elsewhere, interfere with its realization.

14, MUCH PrROGEESS MADE IN REHABILITATION OF DPs.

In 1945, when they were rescued from inevitable death by the victorious allier
forces, the Jewish displaced persons were a most pathetic group of people. The
soldiers who first saw them wondered whether these skeletons could ever resume
their normal appearance and whether, in view of their staggering personal losses,
they would have the will to live, Iam happy to report that these very people are

leaving the U. S. Zones of Occupation with heads erect and confident of their future. . -

Their hezlth is good. Their revival is not the result of any miracle. It is the fruits
of much labor, of the unprecedented patience and of the sympathy of the United
States Army, UNRRA, the IRO and of the voluntary agencies.

Tr.. DP problem in general and the Jewish displaced persons problem in par-
ticular have not as yet been completely solved. The hapless people whom we have
come to know 2s DPs have a moral right to the sympathy and interest of the civil- .
ized world until they have been given the opportunity to live as free men and womer,

| END
DISTRIBUTION: Aa, Af, B, Da, Dd, Dm, N, CAD,

2-3-4%
10:00 A.M.

wl

poet
Cco
()
-3
—



