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iSince this is the last ot ;reeo;:t.a from Germa;.')l1 I shall 	 \ 

make it rather full. 1n it I sl1: attempt'to sUillDlarize the . 
~ , 


developments ot the past ten mont~sp indioate what the current 

problomS are and pl"Oject What issues may have to be faoed in the 

future. ' 
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., DTRODUCnON - GENERAL ESTIMATE OF SI'rUATIOH 

When I entered upon my duties the latter part of January, the 
situation in Germany was anything but encouraging. Although the United 
Nation's dQcisionon partition had been reached, the countries that sup
ported it, inoluding our own, were v~cillating on this issue and for a 
while it appeared that the victory achieved at Lake Sucoess was an il 
lusory one. I recall the mood of the DPs. It was one approaching des
pondency. Jewish Palestine was engaged in war with the Arabs and the 
only people in whom the Jewish Agency for Palestine, operating in Germ
any, were interested, were those who could readily be integrated intO 
the fightingfoToes. Immigration had bogged down to insignificant 
figures for the prospect of going to Cyprus rather. than to Palestine 
was not very inviting. In add!tion to this, the s tatus of the Roumanian 
Jewish infiltrees was not determined. They were being threatened'with 
eviction from the camps in which they were illegally absorbed. 

This situation was not only disheartening to the DPs but was 
disquieting to the military authorities. With little to occupy their 
time, the UPs engaged altogether too openly in the black market and 
the authorities oountered wi til frequent search raids on the camps. One 
of my first impressions that there was a sense of crisis about the 
entire situation was reported to you in my first letter, dated February
24. 

The picture changed as conditions in Palestine improved. It 
took on a radiCally different aspect when on May 15 Israel came into 
being and the United states and other oountries hastened to give ,it 
recognition. This was followed by a brief period of uncerta~nty in 
which the DPs wondered whether the Arab challenge to Israel would 
succeed. When the Jews not only stood their ground but took the in
it1ativeaway from the Arabs, the picture changed completely. People 
began to flock to the Jewish Agency offices for the early opportunity 
to migrate to Israel. They dropped their complaints that they were 
"trapped" and "imprisonedll in Germs.ny and Austria and went about theill' 
business of preparing themselves for migration to that country. 

The U. S. Immigrat:f.on bill convinced niany people tha t their 
hope to migrate to the States was illusory,. but it helped to crystal
lize the thinking of these people as to where theY~-9 to go. 

At the same time that the prevailing mood of the DPs changed, 
the attiturte of the military authorities softened. The constant 
criticism of the OPs that one would hear on the highest levels yielded 
to an intense interest in nelping the migration out of Germany_ Thus, 
when lRO took the position that it could not sponsor or participate in 
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the movement to Israel, the Army stepped into the breach and lent the 
mifP"ation logistic support. This. metamOrphosis was of course not 
inspired by any suddenly developed love for theDPs. The change mere-· 
ly emphasized what my predecessors, Judge Rif'kind, Rabbi Bernstein and 
Judge Levinthal consistently maintained; riamely, that the DPs are an 
irritant to the Army and that the only thing that could improve the 
unwilling marriage between the two is to divorce one from the other. 
The Army' proved its eagernesli to has ten tl'J,is separation as will be seen 
later in this letter. The mass movement ot people out of the camps has 
act~lly been underway for the past several months. . 

!L-PRQGREsS ON· Of PROBLmi.DWING ru~ 

L Reguct1:!2n in Size .QL.!!roblem 

:Eeyond doubt the greatest single advance made in the Jewish DP pro
blem during the current year is the shrinkage in the population during 
that periodo You are already aware of the fact that accurate, up to 
date .population figures are not available, Neither the Army nor the 
IRQ has succeeded in developing the techniques for an accurate statist
ical count of camp population and the measure of the number of Jewish 
people living on the "German economy" is even less satisfactory. The 
figures used below therefore, represent the best estimates, baaed on 
such quantative data as is available. The chart below indicates the 
extent to which there has been a reduction from the beginning to the 
end of the year 1948, . 

, .,us Zones . British
I 

Zones French Zones . 

german! Austria. GermanI...!!-Ytlm 'GermanI Austtla', , , , , ,. 

'January 1 1948'129,500' 22,700 17,500 ' 1,000 ' 2,700 500 , , ,. ,'December 31 , ,'1948 ,, (Estimated) , 75,000' 9,700 6,500 300 '1,200 400 ,..•, 
'SHRINKAGE , 54,500' l3,OQO ' 11,000 I 7Ce 1,500 100 

., 

It is our view that as of the end of this year there are approxi
mately 75,000 Jewish dtsplacedpersons in and out of camp in the U.S. 
Zone, GEfrmanYi about 9,700 in the U.S. Zone, Austria; about 6,500 in 
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the British Zones of Germany and Austria; and about 1,60010 the 
French Zones of Germany and Austria. Thus the total number of Jewish 
displaced persons in all zones of Germany and Austria, as of the end 
of 1948 ·is estimated at f'~oo.. . ... ,. . . 

The e·stimate of'lJ3oo Jewish displaced persons, in and out of 
camp in all zones of Germany and Austria does not include the German 
Jewish communities in these countries. You will be interested to 
1mbw that at the end of 1948 there are estimated to be about 25,000 
German and Austrian Jews living in the folloving oommunitiesl . 

Berlin ••••••••••••••••••••• 7,900 
US Zone ••.••••••• , •••••••• ,.. .3 , 000 
British Zone ••••••••••••••••• .3,500 
Vienna .••••••••••••••••••••• ·10,500 
Remainder of Austria •• ~..... 500 

Tot a 1 .................... 25,400 


It should be indioated that these communities of German and 
Austrian··Jews contain a considerable number of Jewish displaced per
sons from eastern countries who have become a part of these commun
ities. I am told, for example, that of the 10,500 people in the 
Vienna community, no less than 2,000 are not really Austrian Jews 
but they consider themselves a part of the Jewish community in Vienna 
and are so considered by the community. 

The reduction in the population cannot be accolmted for wholly by 
the extent of resettlement during the period in question. Actually 
the official figures as of January 1, 1948 were inflated and represent
ed so-called "malochim" whose depa;t'ture in previous periods was not 
reflected in the population es tima tes • Moreover, any number of people 
left the zones during this period without any official sponsorship. 
By way of illustration, the actua,l resettlement figures ,from the u.s. 
Zone Germany, for the period under consideration, will reach only 
.37,572, as against the indicated reduction of 54,500 for this area. 

~ EmigratioQ Destinati,Qn Of Jews from Gem!llY 

You may be interested in the destination of the .37,572 Jewish 
people who left Germany during the year: 
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Country Number Countz:y Num'l2!u: 

Barbados 3 Holland 135 
Argentina . 1· Ireland 2' 
Australia 401 Mexico 1 
Belgium 3 New Zealand 15 
Bolivia 85 Nicaragua 6 
Bresil 9 Norway 2 
Canada. 3,239 **Palestine 24,219 
Chile" 24 Paraguay 194 
Colombia 18 Peru 19 
Costa Rica 32 Rhodesia 2 

. Cuba 56 Sweden 100 
Ecuador 4 Switzerland 1,460 

*France 4,594 United States 2,836 
Guatemala 2' Union South Africa 29 
Haiti 1 United Kingdom 22 
Honduras 2 Uruguay 4S 

Venezuela 9 

Total ................................. , ......... ,. 37,572 


*Itshould be noted that the vast majority of those with 

v:i,sas from Germany to France probably went to Israel. 


**This figure includes the estimated emigration for the month 
.. 'of December of 6,000. The "official" figure for emigration 

to Palestine is somewhat lower than indicated above as such 
official figures do not include those who left "illegally" . 
between January 1 and May 30, 1948. 

W1.thout a cOluplete medical survey of the camp population and 

the DPs who live in German communities, comments concerning the 

health situation must be in general terms. There is some evidenoe 

which justifies a rather favorable and optimistic report on this 

problem. To begin with, the JAFP and the AJDC have made rather 

6:l!.tensive health surveys in mimy camps. In addition, the medical 

authorities for the Jewish Agency have provided a medical checkup 

for every emigrant destined for Israel. This was partieu.larly tho

rough for the younger men who were beirig "recruitedn for the giyus. 

The rejection rate in connection with giyus was about 10% , __ 

which signifies relatively little since the physical standards 

were exceptionally flexible. 
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Nevertheless, one· is impressed by- the general appearance and 
health·a.mong the OPs and those who are familiar with the situation 
which prevailed ay-ear ago and earlier attest to the fact that this 
represents an amazing improvement. 

Except for the group that we call. 1fhe "medical hard corell, to 
whom I shall refer later, the Jewish DPs look like any- normal, 

. healtny group of people. The health and appearance of their child
ren are particularly-outstanding. 

It..a. M9rale of the OP...! 

I have casually alluded to the present morale of the DPs. I 

should like to elaborate on this point. 


The spiritual health and the collective morale of the OPs have 
manifested themselv.es as a sensitive phenomena, capal:>le of achieving 
high points and sinking to dangerous depression.. During the course 

'of the past ye~r the group morale of the Jewish displaced persons . 
has assumed various levels. 

Basic to an understanding of the present character of DP morale 
and its development during the past year is an awareneSS of the. 
factors whioh control and determinett. They are: (a) the fate of 
Israel; (b) the outlook for emigration to other countries; (c) the 
prospects of war; (d) the oonditions of DP life. 

Practically- all the OPs, whether they are personally interested 
in emigration to Israel or not, recognize that they have a stake in 
the fate of that country and that their present statl~ and their 
future are affected to a greater or lesser degree by- what happens 
to the JeWish community in Israel. With the vast majority of the 
DPs the fate of Israel has been a crucial, personal question. They 
know that they must ultimately settle in Israel or go homeless for 
the rest oft,heir days. They are concerned with the destiny of their 
friends and family who preceded them to Israel, It is clear that 
the events·leading up to the establishment of the State, the military 
struggle and the political maneuvers that are still taking place, 
have had and will have a profound effect on the morale of the OPs. 

It is obvious by- now that.a considerable part of the DP popula
tion came originally to the U.S. Zone Germany and Austria with the 
hope of joining relatives in the United States and other countries. 
While they fled from Poland and their other native lands because of 
fear, they certainly took many risks when they decided to gamble on 
the big hope of getting to the west. Increased movement to canada 
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had a good effect on DP morale. The DP Immigrat10nb1ll produced 
mixed results; it quickened the hopes of those ~ho were eligible 
under the law and quickly killed the hopes Qf·· the ineligible _ Al
though there was some disappointment 1n the~atisractory character 
of the OP bill., no· depression of morale followed in 1ts wake, or at 
least it was not discemible. The people were preoocupied with the 
giyus (recru1tment for militarY service 1n Israel) and the!r el~tion 
over the establishment ot the Jewish state and its military victories. 
Whiie there is no overwhelming interest in the proposed liberalization 
of the OP· Immigration law, I am certain that many OPs would welcome 
such a step_ Many who bad definitely concluded to go to Israel be
cause they felt there. vas no chance of getting to the United States 
in the foreseeable future, are inclined to postpone their departure 
in the hope that if they remain a while longer in Germany, an amend
ed DP immigration bill will make it possible for .them to emigrate 
to the states ~ T;u.s feeling may postpone the solution of our pro
blem. At least from the standpoint. of the Jewish IPs, it were far 
better if Congress acted q~cklyone way or the other. 

While in the main, the tIPs bave felt that in the event of war 
between east and west they would be ground to dust, some felt secure 
all along, maintaining a peculiar faith that the Jewish organizations 
would rescue them in ~he event of hostilities. They reasoned that 
they lived through one val" and would live through another. The vast 
majority of the OPs however, have sporadically been plunged into 
mortal fear of the ugly prospects of war and. their morale has cer
tainly reacted to the easing and tightening of tensions between the 
east and west. Early in the year 1948, just before and immediately 
after the Berlin blockade began; the mood was one of panic because 
it vas taken for granted bY' the OPs that war was inevitable and that 
it would come soon. Today the mood has leveled off. There is an 
1,1lldercurrent of anxiety but they believe that war is a long way off, 
and this factor does not signifioant1y affect the mora.le of the DPCl 
at this particular moment. . 

Their morale is in a large way also influenced by external 
condit:l,ons. The wave of raids on Jewish DP camps at the beginning 
of the year, the desecration of Jewish cemetaries, other anti
Semitic incidents, and the currency reform in June 1948 has a se
riouseffect on the morale of the DPs. The little security and 
satisfaction which they had enjoyed from their successes in the 
economic struggle for simple subsistence in the land of starvation, 
were being dealt one blow after another. However~ as the supply of 
the new ourrenoy became available and GeTman production incTSased, 
buying and selling by Jews became profitable again. 
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During the past year there was also a decided improvement in 

housing condi tiona. Al though thousands departed from the camps, 

very little housing space was taken away and the DPs were able to 

spread out a,nd live somewhat more comfortably. While two or three 

families at,the beginning of the year were still living in a single 

room, and large numbers of men, women and children 11ve,d together in 

large rooms or dormitories, this condition is not as prevalent. To

day moat every family has at least one room. Pressure bas been re

moved from the frayed nerves oftne people who ,literally lived on 

top of one another, ina condition of congestion which caused serious 

outbreaks of hysteria and bitter contention among the OPs. 


In brief, the morale of the people today is much improved. Be

cause the Jewish OPs feel that they have apla~e to which they can 

go and because their creature comtortEJ have improved considerably, 

their morale is probably higber today than it has ever beensinoe 

the end of the war, 


5, ~es~i~nce M9 Extens!2P 2f.g@£mfP ContI2l.0V!£ PP~§0Ri 

An issue that kept bobbing up constantly iathe extension of 
the control of German palice authority over the DP camps. The' im
munity against surveillance by the German police was the only differ
ential that the Jewish OPs enjoyed and copstant pressure was exerted 
by the Germans to bring all in-camp DPs,under their control. They 
maintained that in the face of the extra-territoriality extended to 
the Jewish DPs the German authorities were powerless to enforce the 
law. In this argument they were supported by a substantial number 

,of influential Army officers, particularly in Military Government, 
circles. ,The issue was raised squarely in several starf studies 
that reconmiended the use of German police in 1lP camps in varying 
degrees. Thus far, we, have been' successful in warding off this threat., 
I ~ount this among the favorable developments beoa~e.).n the contest 
for the retention of the status quo, I think we succeeded in convinc
ing the members of the Civil Affairs Division, who were pressing for 
the change, that it would be imprudent to turn the German police 
loose on the DPs before the size of the problem had been substant
ially reduced. I have already reported that on this matter General 
Clay supported our position throughout and he has also indicated that 
even when aWBstern German state is created, responsibility for 
displaced persons will be retained by the occupation authorities. 

2=_Jl~gyg]i2a.in N!YQbG or Searoh ang Se~zur~ Ba1~@ on C{!mps 

Related to the issue of the jurisdiction of German police over 
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the DPs is that of raids on the camps. In line with the position 

taken by my predecessors, we maintained that the mass raids were 

an indiotment of an entire camp community and that the DPs were en

tit1ed to the safeguards against unreasonable search and seizure 

that the Army had extended to the Germans. Each time this argument 

was advanced the military authorities maintained that they did not 

have adequate personnel to' patrol the camps and that as long" as 

German police' would be excluded from the camps the extraordinary 

methods of enforcing the law would have to be pursued. We finally 

sucoeeded in bringing our ijeadquarters around to the view that in

dependent of the questio~ of the use of German police inoamps, 

the ma.ssrai~s should be abolished. This position 'WaS taken in a 

Stafr Study which had unanimous endorsement in EUCOM but; which, 

I am informed, was shelved by ONGUS in Berlin, pending the adoption 


. of the Occupation Statute for Western Germany. Notw1thetandingthe 
fact that our views have not as yet fot,md their way into ~y direct
ive, I believe that our 4isQussions of the problem have borne fruit. 
Within reoentmonths there have beEm almost no raids, and I should 
be surprised if large scale mass raids will be conducted in the 
future. The effeot of this development is tQ incre~se the senSe 
of seourity on the part of the Drs, to decrease thepossibi11ties 
ot serious incidents a,nd. perhaps ilI1pl:Qve the attitude of. the average 
soldier toward the OPs. The only contact (lUX' soldiers have had with 
Jewish displaced persons has otten been as·members of a raiding pa~ty. 

·10 CMnge in Ilt~ilY!!'L..Iow~rdB~ack Market 

I beB,eve that it is important to note that within recent months 
the authorities have matured on the. problem of the' black market. and 
that this attitude has inured to thebenerit of the Jewish DPs. In 
their joint report on certain aspeots of the OF problem, Uarry 

. Greenstein and Major Hyman pointed out that in the distulbed economy 
ot Germa.ny and Austria, the prevalence of the black mark6t was in
evitable and that while members ot all groups were involved in this 
traffic, a certain peroentage of Jewish OPs were quite prominent 
in the large scale operations, and that nothing but the' increase in 
the flow of concumer goods oould remove the props .. that support the 
black market. There was never any doubt in my mind as to the ac
ouraoy ot this analysis. There has been some increase in thet10w 
of consumer goods either through local produotion or through import
ation trom abroad. This has somewhat reduced the magnitude of black 
market operations. In addition, however, the military authorities 
have taken a more realistio .view or black market activities. Since 
the DPs were more conspiouous in these ~ctivities than any other 
group, the ohange in the Army1s attitude towards the who1~ problem 
has gone a long way toward minimizing the blanket indictment of all 
Jewish DPs. . 

http:Germa.ny
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8 ,1 Imgrgveraent .or Army's Attitu!!§..l2HB_rQ. DP! 

I should like to enlarge on the improvement in the attitude 
of. the mili tary authorities toward the DPs. Obviously, as I . 
indicated above, the fact that the problem has entered the liquid
ation phase i.s largely responsible for this healthy development. 
I should like to believe that rIrf very cordial relations with General 
Clay were another ccntributing factor. However, I believe tha~ of 
greatest importance in this connection is the development in Israel 
and the awareness that most ot the Jewish DPs are headed for that 
country. I do not belleve it is possible to over-emphasize .the 
psycbological :l,.mpact of tbe strength shown 't)ythe new state of Israel, 
both upon the OPs and upon the military authorities. At least with 
respect to the Jewisb OPs I bavethe feeling· that the authorities 
realize they are not dealing .~itb pariahs but rather with potential• 
citizens of a clynamic state. In this connection, lbeliev., that 
the presence of General Clay and Ambassador Murphy at the tarewell . 
banquet for David Treger, C~lrman ot the Central Commi ttes for 
Liberatecl Jews, in Munich on October 27, wsor considerableslg
niticance, aside from the impression it made on the General's sub
ordinates and incidentally on the Germans. The visit gave a tre
mendous lift to the morale ot 1;heDPs•. On the whole, because of 
the present relationship between the AJ:m1 and the DPs, the entire 
atmosphere is lntinite11 less tense and much healthier than it was 
in the early part or the year. . 

2,. F~rm!t10n or Jewish g9.D@~:r;u9t!.2lLCOmR!p.! 

You will recall the scepticism with which I reported the plans 
to form an all Jewish labor company. This constru9tion company was 
organized in May 1948 and its performance bas won the respect of the 
milltary author!ties. During the ini tial months of i 1'8 life· the 
cornpanywas on probation; espeoially because of tl.$ dis.satisfaction 
with the men who vere assigned to non~killed 4bor. The company 
finally hit its stride· however under the vigorous leadership .ot 
several DP engine.ers· and has beendoi.ng remarkably well. Its present 
strength is 223 men. All together 335 men have trom time to time 
served as members of this oompany•. As men leave for permanent re
settlement, replacements fill the vacancies. During the past seven 
.months the company has participated in road construction, renovation 
of military buildings and dependents 1 qt18rters, drainage work and 
similar miscellaneous engineering activities. The faot that this 
company continued as a going concern. despite the dire predictions 
everyone. made, has been a factor in the improvement of public re
lations vis a vis the At'Dly and bs,s made it easier for us to dispel 
the easily made generalization that among Jewish OPs there are no 
men who can de skilled work with their hands. 

10. CesSi.'ti!(Ul !i!r fm;:MherIQfl11;rlt!on Into (fflrrpany: ang AY.@triA 

The Jewish DP population in Germany and Austria was constant.ly 
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swelled during 1946 and 1947 by infiltration of new groups from 

Poland, Roumania, Hungary and other areas. That infiltration seems 

to have come to an end late in 1947. No substantial infiltration at 

Jews into German1 took place during the past ten months --'the long
est period since the end of the war. ' 


, ' 

The political upheaval in Czechoslovakia preoipitated only a 

slight exodus of Jews from that country. It is estimated that 

onll eleven hundred persons arrived and of this number eight hundred 

promptll left tor Palestine. In a re-registration program carried 

out bl the Army in Maroh 1948, Roumanian Jewishintiltrees who were 

discovered to be living in the camps, contrarl to the directive bar

ring DP care and maintenance to arrivals in the zones of occupation 

a£ter April 21, 1947, were evioted.However, I am reasonably sure 

that somehow they again found their wal into the camps. At least 

their eviction did not create the hardships,.that were predicted. 


It is reported to me that in the' past three months approximately 
1,500 Jews have come in the U.S. Zone Austria from Hungary, Czecho
slovakia and Roumania. While I do not have direct knowledge about 
this group, t am reliabll informed that on the whole they are people 
ot means, who in their flight from these' "Satellite II countries, were 
able to salvage considerable means. Thel are reported to be interest
ed in reaching Switzerland or other countries in western Europe, where 
they might resume business activities. . 

The cessation in the flow of new arrivals in the zone is an 
important factor in the present optimistic outlook. There is never
theless everl likelihood that a substantial movement of people from 
the Balkan countries Dlal be ,resUlted. We are informed that there is 
considerable resentment among Jews in the Balkan states, who are 
finding it difficult to emigrate to Israel. Negotiations between 
the Israeli authorities and Roumania, for example, concerning the 
movement of Roumanian Jews to Israel are still in progress. We are 
advised that if these are not successfulll concluded and if legal 
exits tram that country and other Balkan oountries are not possible, 
we should anticipate a substantial underground movement into 4ustria 
during the early spring months. Needless to say, this should be 
avoided if at all possible. The sooner :we get the DPs out of Germany . 
and close shop here the better it :will be for the Jewish DPs and tor 

, J ewa everywhere. 

11. Qperation of Jewish Restitution Sqccessor Organization 

It is still too earll to judge the success of the restitution 

law in Germanl. ' The restitution laws 1n Austria have been in effect 

for a much longer period of time; however, I confess that because of 

our preoccupation with Germany, it has been difficult to keep our 

fingers on the situation in Austria to the extent that I should have 
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preferred. During mf rece~t visit to that country I learned trom 
meetings with representativ'es of the Vienna community that they 
are greatly dissatisfied with the way restitution is working in 
Austria. It is mf plan to send Major Hyman into Austria for a 
week, for the purpose of studying the matter. I shall make ~ 
recommendations on the basis of his analysis. I am not particu
larly sanguine about m,y ability to influence the situation in Austria 
to any appreciable degree, especially in matters relating to laws 
passed and implemented by the Austrian Government. As a liberated 
state, headed by her own goverr~ent and parliament, Austria is free 
to do pretty much as she pleases and the United States authorities 
are very reluctant to suggest anything that might either 6ffend the 
Austrians of.thatmight suggest that Austria's sovereignty is not· 
complete. 

As for Germany, I believe that the interested organizations in 
the States are sufficiently posted on restitution through the reports 
submitted by Benjamin Ferencz, Director General of the Jewish Resti
tutionSuccessor Organization. I merely wish to assure you that the 
interest of the Jewish community in the heirless. and unolaimed prop~ 
erty is. in excellent hands. Mr.~ Ferencz is a very wise choice for 
the position he holds. Already he has demonstrated his fine administra
tive. talent in addition to his legal abilities•. In a very limited 
time he assembled a staff and geared the work of his organization to 
a tempo that will enable the organization to meet the deadline of 
December 31, 1948 for the filing of some 100,000 claims. 

Mr • Ferencz has reviewed with me his ideas for the rapid liquid
ation of these claims. He is of the opinion that an endless and costly 
process of litigation will faoe the restitution organization if these 
claims must be. adjudicated on an individual basis in German courts. 
The political atmosphere will become less friendly to the liquidation 
of these claims .with every passing month. There is already an organ
ization of Germans, organized to fight these olaims publicly in the 
courts. As the influenoe of the occupation wanes, the prospeot of 
generous settlement~ and favorable decisions is bound to deoline. 
Mr. Ferencz is therefore exploring tbe possibility of a collective 
settlement of these claims by the German Laender. He has asked me 
to review it in a most tentative form with General Clay which I 
shall do at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. Ferencz will undQubtedly outline his plQn for the consider
ation of the parent organization in the States at an ~rll moment. I 



- 13 

III. CURRFJNT PROBLEMS 

1. Camp Consolidatio~ 

. Before the mass emigration of JeYish DPs to ,Israel began 
it was anticipated that when large numbers of people would begin 
to leave the camps it would become increasingly difficult to satis
factorily maintain and to justify the existence of installations' 
not used to full capacity. We recognized that the Ar~ needed and 
wanted for military purposes, some of the installations which are 
being used, to house the DPs. In addition, the Army wished to 
vacate installations for yhiohrent was being paid to the Germans. 
The IROis also interested in reduoing the number of installations 
in order to economize on administrative and operational costs. We 
realized further that as the population of the camps thinned out 
we would, be left with a shortage of able DP leadership and an in
adequate number of professional people such as doctors, nurses 
and teachers, upon whom the efficient operation of the camps depend. 
The Central Committee, the VoluntarY' agencies and my staff were 
agreed that a reasonable program of camp oonsolidation was essential. 
This would serve the interest of'the Army and the IRO and it would 
be benefioial to the DPs that ~. planned and orderly merging .of the 
camp population should parallel the movement of the Jewish DPs out, 
of the Zone. Thus as the DP population of. Germany is reduced, there 
should be a reasonable equivalen( reduction in the number of DP 
installations. 

The,first step in the consoiidation program was the clOSing 
of the camps in Berlin. About 5,500 Jewish DPs were transferred 
to camps,in,the U.S. Zone Germany. The next stop in tbe program 
was tl1e closing of the Zeilsheim camp. Approximately 2,000 Zeils
heim residents were transferred to other camps, in addition ,to 
about 600 who decided to remain lion the Germany econo~". 

Early in November, lRO and the Army worked out a oonsolidation 
plan based on existing vacancies and on vacancies that would accrue 
due to antiCipated emigration. I proposed that representatives of 
the Civil Affairs DiVision, Headquarters EUCOM, IRO, the Voluntary 
agencies and the Central Committee meet to discuss that plan and to 
formulate a schedule of camp consolidation which might receive en
dorsement of all the interested parties. On November 22 a meeting 
attended by representatives of these groups, JIrY assistants and me, 
took plaoe~ The plan was reviewed and tentative dates for the evacu
ation of specific installations were decided upon. Some differences 
'Were reconciled and the meeting concluded with a calendar of camp
consolidations. 

Three camps in the Kassel area; namely, Gold Cup, Herzog and 

1 (" I) I~ 6'1 , v' .,' ';I
V.,i... ,.. .. 
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Fritzlar and six small installations in tbe Regenzburg area will 

be closed by Deoember 31, 1948. Three camps in the Kassel area; 

namelY, Hasenhecke, Rochelle and Hof Geizmr and Pocking, in the 

Regenzburg area will be cloeed January 31, 1949. Alte Kaserne, 

Neue Kaserne in Deggendorf will be closed ,as of February 15,1949. 

Wetziar will be olosed April 1, 1949 and Stuttgart West in June 1949. 

The rest of the schedlue will be formulated as the DP population 

decreases. 


Before closing a camp every effort will be made by the JAFP 
to aocept all those who are interested in emigration to Israel. The 
rest of the population who are not prepared to go to Isr~el by the 
time the camp is closed ,and who intend to emigrate to other countries, 
will be moved to the more permanent camps, in order to avoid the hard
ship of a double movement. Although all responsible Jewish agencies 
and the Central Committee recognize the desirability and neoessity 
of consolidation, it is anticipated that the DPs will not passively 
accept the closing of, the camps. There is an understandable reluot
ance on their part to move from one camp to another. They maintain 
that in view ,of the fact that their final resettlement is imminent, 
it is-oruel to force them to make an additional move to temporary
quarters. As painful and inconvenient as it may be, I am convinced 
that consolidation is absolutely essential from the viewpoint of 

_the Army and the IRO. I~ is also highly desirable for those -who 
would serve the interests of the Jewish organizations, particularly 
the JAFP and the AJDC~ I am convinced further that it would 
serve in the long run the intereets of the Drs themselves~ 

2. German Indemn;fication Law 

By this time you have received my memorandum on the proposed 
German indemnification law. rrhe views expressed there were not only 
mine but represented the combined judgment of the local Germancom~ 
munities, of the Jewish agency, the AJDC and of the Jewish Resti 
tution Successor OrganizatiQn. IRO also filed a memorandum inter
posing major objections but, at least for the time being, is not pre
pared to ask the authorities to veto tbe law in the event the German 
Laenderrat is unwilling to remove the objections. We succeeded 
in having the Civil Affairs Division of ~~COM go along with us in 
their recomme~dations to General Clay. ~tthe present time the law 
is pending before the Legislative Review Board of Military Govern
ment. Because the proposed law represents the final word on resti 
tution of non-identifiable property, I consider it as one of great 
importance. -I propose to meet with the Review Board in Berlin, and, 
if necessary, follow it up with General Clay. I shall be interested 
in the views of the organizations in New York as to the course that 
should be followed and I strongly urge all of you to write to us 
about this at the earliest opportunity. The basic question on which 
I want to 'be reinforced by your opinion is whether I am on solid 
ground when ~ reoommended that General Clay veto the proposed law if 
the major objections are not removed. You may wish to refer to my 
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memorandum addressed to Dr. Edward A. Litchfield, Director of 
Civi.l.ian Admi.nistration Division, dated December 10, a copy of 
which was sent to you, in which the major objections to this 
proposed law are outlined. . 

3, Cu!tyral Jewish..1!:~rty 

Very little progress has been made in the disposition of the 
heriless cUltural property in the U.S. Zone Germany. As you know, 
most of this oonsists of the Judaica at the Offenbaoh Archival Depot. 
Dr. Joshua Starr of the Cultural Reconstruotion Corporation did what 
is reported to me to have been a splendid job in assisting in the 
direction of the cataloguing and classifying of the books. General 
Clay was prepared to turn over the entire library to the Cultural 
ReconstructiOn: Corporation; he s.o advised the Department of the 
Ar~ in Washington, which was directed by the Department of State, 
.to advise hiril to delay taking such action until authorized to do so. 
This was in September. 

It was not until last week that OMCUS received a reply to 
this request. IN'ashington advised that the cultural property defi
nitely identified as originating in Germany, may be turned over 
outright to the Cultural Reconstruction Corporation. As to prop~ 
erty coming from outside of Germany, the instructions were that 
this property should be turned over to theCultur.al Reconstruction 
Corporation against a custodian's r~ceipt. WaShington has requested 
OMCUS to submit its recommendations on. the terms of the custodianship. 
I understand tb,at in lhe absence of Dr. Starr, the Jewish Restitution 
Successor Organization has taken hold of. this problem and has pre
sented its views on the terms of such oustodianship. I am also 
informed that Hr. Ferencz has submitted his views on this matter 
to the American Joint Distribution Committee. 

The terms of the custodianship are to be submitted by OMCUS 
for the approval of the Department of St.ate. It would be most 
unfortunate if the Department took as much time to pass on this 
formula as it took to respond to General Clay's September inquiry. 
I therefore urge that every effort be made in the States to bring 
this matter to an early conclusion and thus prevent the dissipation 
of the valuable items in the Offenbach collection. 

4. Ipspection of Israel Boyn~~~ 

Backed by some elements in Military Government, the German 
customs officials have been giving the people, leaving for Israel, 
considerable trouble in removing their personal belongings. The 
problem has arisen particularly in connection with the shipment of 
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unaccompanied baggage. The Germans have insisted that this bag
gage is subject to inspection by their customs and to the payment 
of export duties. This problem has been tossed around between our 
headquarters and .Ulitarl Government. The other day an interim 
arra ..gement was rtached that would permit the most important items 
of household fUrnjture (refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, 
suites of turnitUle) to be shipped without inspection. The temporary 
directive also pelmits the removal of hand tools used by the emigrant 
in his trade. SpEcial licenses have to be secured for machines. 
There is, I shouU. make it clear to you, no trouble whatsoever with 
the baggage that t.ccompanies the emigrant. Su.ch pe.ggage is certi
fied to by the J6Jish Agency as being in proper order and goes with
out any inspection whatever. 

The Militar~ Government offioials are of course primarily inter
ested in Germany's economic reoover,. Accordingly they are eager 
to avoid any export of items which are in short. suppl, here or which 
if sold abroad by the Joint Export Import Agency would bring in hard 
ourrency into' Germany. They are aware of the·plans and desires of 
prospective emigrants to Israel to take with them small tools and 
machinery and urge that such movement be controlled by e~~ort li
censes. lbe entire ~tter is, however, now under study by Military 
Government, and the information that reaches me leads me to believe 
that the problem is going to give us considerable trouble. 

2. France~s SusRension ot Transit V~a!lLfor Im;:ael Bound DPs 

Several weeks ago the French Consul in l~ch suddenly an
nounced that he had been instructed by the Political Adviser to .the 
French occupation authorities in Baden-Baden (Headquarters) to dis
continue issuing transit visas for the DPs leaving for Israel. 
This change in polioy was alleged to have been the result of in
forr -:tion transm.1.tted by the Political Adv-iser to the French oc
cupation authorities by the IRO. In brief, it was suggested that 
since lRO was not sponsoring emigration to Israel, because such 
emigration was in violation of the UNO truce, there was no justi
fication for the French aiding such emigration by the issuance of 
transit visas to the Jewish DPs leaving Germany. 

Whatever the origin of this change in operation may have been 
it threatened to play havoc with the mass movement from MUnich to 
Marseilles to Haifa now in progress. I am pleased to advise that 
the U. S. -Military authorities sought the aid of our embassy in 
Paris to clear up this matter with the French Foreign Office. 
Through the intervention of our embassy and strong representat~ons 
made by the JAFP, the matter has for the time being at least been 
satisfactorily settled. Except for the movement by air, direct 
from Munich to Haifa, the Jewish DPs !'rom Germany leave for Haifa 

1 ",1"1 /'g~,' ',,1 / ..3 .... 1.1-.:1/: 
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through France (Marselles). That avenue must be kept open if the 
present mass exodus is not to bog down. 

~ IRO Suppgrt of Emigration to ,Israel 

The contents of the cable frOIh Mr. Ryan, Director of IRO's 
operations in Germany, sent to Mr. Tuck, attending the Rome ses
sion of the IRO Executive Committee, was already transmitted. to 
you. As you will recall, Hr. Ryan strongly urgedttmt the present 
IRO policy which refuses to sponsor and pro7ide financial support 
for emigration should be reversed. . 

Through press reports and other. sources I learned that the 
matter was fully reviewed at the Rome Executive Committee meeting, 
with the French and American delegations supporting such a reversal. 
'rbe subject is to be resolved at the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee which will take place in Montreal on January 26. It is 
imperative that the strongest representation be made to the American 
delegation before that time. When I was in Washington, in November, 
I reviewed this matter with Under-secretary Draper and Assistant 
Secretary Saltzman, and urged upon them the importance of reversing 
the present II~ position on this subject. I am of the opinion 
that this is the best opportunity we have had to secure IRO 
logistio and financial support, to emdgrationto Israel. With 
world opinion accepting the view that Israel is a going concern, I 
oannot see how IRO can postpone much longer retreating from its 
present untenable position. . 

7, Slowne§s In Implem~atation of Unitedjitgteg DP Bill 

The implementation of the U.S. DF Immigration act of 1948 
leaves much to be desired. The work in Germany has had an exceed
inglyslow start and in ~ judgment, the Commission will be way 
below its schedule for some months to come. The op·liimistic plana 
which called for the departure of 4,000 U.S. bound emigrants in 
December, for 6,000 monthly from January through June and for 
12,000 monthly thereafter cannot be achieved without a radical 
change in the method of' operation. . . 

Thus far only three boats, carrying sQmeuhat over 2,000 DPe 
from Germany have departed. It, now Ei.ppears that no more than 
1500 to 2000 will leave here during the month of January. The 
February figure, in my judgment will be under 3,000, and I doubt 
whether a figure of 5,000 to 6,000 monthly will be reached before 
June. If these estimntes are correct,.it will be seen that iess 
than 25,000 emi~ants will enter the United States during this 
fiscal yea7:, imposing a terrific,loi'.id on the Commission for the 

http:terrific,loi'.id
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second fiscal year, if the goal of 200,000 over two years is to 
be realized. 

I have spent some time with Mr. Carusi and Mr. Squadrilli, the 
co-ordinator for Germany and have inquired as to the explanation 
for this slow start. Part of the difficulties is understandable. 
The undertaking is a complicatedonej four departments of the govern
ment are involved, the congressional restrictions - geographical 
and occupational, make for cumbersome administration, the delays 
in setting up an organization Itfrom scratchll cannot be avoided. In 
my judgment, however, the Commission is 1tself responsible for 
some of the difficulties. I refer particularly to the unwillingness 
of the Commission to use the Voluntary agencies which have had sub
stantial experience in emigration under earlier programs. 

There may be l30me explanation for this view. In the past when 
the Truman program was being implemented and the number of visas 
were scarce, the zealousness of our organizations, working with 
immigration, often got the best of them and some showed no reluct
ance in sponsoring people whose eligibility for migration was 
questionable. This elastic conscience, particularly of Vaad Hatza
lah,in sponsoring rabbinical students and rabbis who were neither, 
was a matter of common knowledge among the American consuls and 
when Carusi was here in 1947 he got an earful on this subject. 
Obviously, the situation has changed and I believe it is time that 
the authorities dea11ng ~ith immigration be made to understand 
that these pressures do not exis~.For the duration of my stay 
I shall make this problem one of first priority. and do what I C$n 
to dissipate the present attitude towards the Jewish organizations. 

Any attempt to estimate the number of Jewish DPswho will be 
included in the above total during the next six months would be 
a pure guess. There are an adequate number of assurances and i.f 
the Jewish Voluntary agencies were utilized to aid in documenta
tion, a substantial proportion of the Jewish DPs who are eligible 
under the law could be prepared for emigration in the months im
mediately ahead. However, the Commission is apparently following 
a policy which seeks to maintain sQalance among the various 
national and religious groups. Accordingly, I learn that Catholic 
and Jewish cases are being-held back because there are an inadequat~ 
number of Protestant cases. 

There are alleged to be public relations' advantages in this 
procedure. I doubt however whether we ought to look with favor upon 
the Commission establishing what are in effect, religious and racial 
restrictions beyond tho~e imposed by the Congress itself. I hope 
the American organization will review this problem and make appro
priate representation if in their judgment such a policy. 1s undesirable. 
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There is considerable disappointment with the action of the 
Commission in not utilizing Voluntary agencies to.aid in documenta-' 
tion. The Commission relies exclusively on the IROand I have 
been informed that the IRO resettlement workers have in effect been 
instructed not to consult the Voluntary agencies concerning docu~ 
mentation. The National Catholic Welfare Council has filed strong 
objections to this practice and some of the Jewish agencies have 
also indicated their disappointment. 

I am particularly distressed by the fact that this procedure 
is alleged to have originated in Washington as a result of Mr. Carusi'e 
oonviotion that the Jewish Voluntary agencies "cannot be trusted" with 
such documentation. The Jewish organization are said to have 
collaborated with the DPs in filing false documents with the 
American consulates in the U,S, Zone or at least not to have 
made any effort to distinguish the false. froin the true. Mr. Carusi 
is said to have been told by the Armr. that. it would be a serious 
error to utilize the Jewish organizations in conneotion with any 
dooumentation for U.S, iInIdgration. 

Whatever the explanation for this situation ms.y be,I think 
it exceedingly important that Mr. Carusi be set straight on this 
matter. The damage is already substantial and if unchallenged 
can be incalculable. I urge the organizations involved in emigra
tion assistance to DPs to review this matter and agree on the 
representation to be made to the DP Commission in order to correct 
the present unfavorable position o(Jewish emigration organizations. 
We shall do whatever is possible from this end. I am convinced how~ 
ever. that the difficulty here stems from Washington. 

8. "4dmisljlion of .Pogrom!~.!.!S..Collaborators Under tqe DP Bill" 

The articles by Pucker and Nussbaum against the present DP 
bill have been called to my attention. Although neither of the 
articles present sufficient evidence to substantiate the generali
zations that the bill would permit the entry into the United States 
of fascists, collaborators, pro-Nazis and murderers, the general
izations are nevertheless important enough to justifY some comment. 

. . 

There is no doubt in my mind thatunqer the present bill and 
under any amendments ~hat ms.y be adopted, some collaborators and Nazi 
sympathizers and even crim.ttfals may be admitted. Laws are not self
executing and human ~eings, even with the best of intentions, make 
errors in applying the best laws. 

The current DP bill requires that the prospective immigrant 
have DP status as established by the IRO. IRO in turn, by its 
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constitution, is not authorized to grant DP status to the people 
falling within the categories that the critics of the bill maintain, 
have a carte blanche to our country. .' 

A serious effor to scree~ out ob3ectionable elements fram the 
DP camps has been made during ,the past three year's. The screening 
programs were conducted by UlffiRA and ,later by the Army and by mo. 
11a.ny thousands were disqualified and removed from the camps. Mr. Max 
Bral'de, a former Jewish Chaplain in this Command and now' a high admin
istrative official with IRO in GerIllallY', informs me that more than 
251000 appeals were filed by people evacuated, from the camps and that 
very, few of the rejectees were reinstituted. ' 

There is in addition, the Central Filing System in Berlin which 
is consulted tdth every a!!plication for emigration to the United 
States. The DPs themselves have had an opportunity within the past 
three years to denounce tlleir former persecutors and in many institn': 
ces these denouncements have resulted in evictions from the camps. 
In many cases however, the accusations were vague and, could not be 
sustained. 

Finally, reference should be made to the proposed amendment 
which would declare uneligible for 'United States emigration anyone 
who advocated or participated in the persecution of any racial or 
religious group. I am informed that EUCCN has cabled its approval 
and endorsement of this proposed amendment, to the Department of the 
Army. 

That there are fascist minded individuals and perhaps Nazi col
laborators in some 6f the non-Jewish DP camps is in my judgment not 
subject to question. The blank indictment of all or most non-Jewish 
DFS as fascists and collaborators is a dangerous generalization. 
Perhaps with the exception of the Baltic group, there is no evidence 
to support it, and I doubt seriOUsly whether even the expenditure of 
tens 6f thousands of dollars for case studies will provide such evi
dence. 

We should support every effort to amend the law, to the end 
that collaborators and Nazi minded people would not be admitted as 
immigrants to the United States. The legislative mandate can be 
squarely indicated in imposing a specific responsib~ity upon the 
Army and the consula).' officials to reject such cases.:I: would how
ever, not begin with the assumption that the vast majority or "most 
of the DFS" as Mr. Ducker says, f8.ll in that category. If the purpose 
is to prevent persons who are anti..,3emitic from entering the United 
States, then we had better prohibit all emigrants for most emigrants 
from Europe have a goOd deal of anti-S~tism. 



- 21 

9. Anti-Sendtism 
; 

In ever present and beyond doubt the most stubborn problem in 
Germany is anti-Semitism. I do not propose to provide a detaUed ' 
analysis on this subject in thu report, ,I merely wish to share 

" some of my conclusions. I have reached the point where I believe 
it is all but hopeless to expect such progress in this field within 

,,' the foreseeable future. During the past ten months I have sounded 
" o~t many people on this subject, including Germans in the different 

economic strata, trade unionists and professional people, and am Qon
vinced that the ant!-Jewish psychosis is so thoroughly :lmbedded in 
the German mind that it will take generations of re-education to make 
such lleadliay with this problem. Most people maj.ntain that anti 
Semitism is noW more deeP seated than in Hitler's day and that it 
has spread to the workIng clas~ which was relatively cooler than 
most German groups to Hitler 1s anti-Semitism. 

Invariably any reference to this subjeot leads to a discussion, 
of 'the Jewish D Ps and their relationship to persistence and intensity 
of' present $llti-Semitism in Germa.w. It is pointed out that the DPs 
have complicated the problem, that the Germans resent beingrespon
sible for their maintenance, the displacement of Germans from their 
homes to make room for the Dl's and the offensive "wtans" worn by 
the eastern European Jew, etc. The Hitler trained element that has 
known no Jews f:i,nds in the few "kaftan" robed Jews a confirmation ' 
of Hitler1sdescription of the Jew, and is, I am informed prepared 

, to accept everything apout Jews that the Nazi education provided. 

It goes without saying that no progress has been made in de
veloping a more "tolerant" attitude on the part of the Germans. Per
haps this is in part due to the fact that very little progress - if 
any - has been made in developing democratic institutions or support 
for democratic ideas. It may well be that until gelJSral support for 
such democratic princi.ples develop in GermapY, very little can be 
done, about the problem of anti-Semitism. lam personally quite pes
s~stic as the progress with the present generation, All the bombs 
that fell on the Germans have not sruucen thom out of their dtaams 
and those dreams have not included devotion to democratic idealS. 
Little is to be gained therefore by investing money and effort in 
fighting anti-Semitism in Germany. It must be part of the large;r 
program of democratic education and training. A large investment 
by the occupation authorities in that area of activity will no 
doubt pay dividends in the next generation. 

As long as Germani will not repudiate National SocialiSlll in 

general it will not renounce anti...semitism in particular. 


German labor leaders tell me there is no room in the German 



~ 22 

economy for the Jews who may want to remain here, and most people 

are agreed that when the American forces leave Germa.n;r, overt acts 

would be directed against Jews. This analysis would force :many to 

the conclusion that the only practicable solution for anti...semitism 

in Germany is to seek to make Ge1'l118llY "Judenrein" to the fullest 

extent' possible. 


IV t RE..EVALUATICN OF FRLICY JSSUES POSED m EWc]!:R REPORTS 

At this point I should liko 'to refer to several polic,y issues 
I raised, in my April 1st report., One concerned the application of 
the means test in the administration of the AJDe's relief program. 
The other was related to the problem raisedb,y the retusal of 
Jew:i.sh DPs to work in the German and Austrian economics. Both of 
these issues are treated in the Greenstein...Hyman report, already 
sent to you. I agree with the conolusionsthese men reached. The 
application of the means test ,is apparently either impracticable 
for sociological reasons or prohibitive for financial reasons. As 
to encouraging our DPs to work in the local economies, the present 
situation ia so nuid that even' if' we considered the employment of 
the DPs in the economies deSirable, any campaign in this direction _ 
would be ,abortive. Moreover, the whole matter has become academic. 
There are not enough work opportunities inGeI'Dl8llY and Austria to 
provide full employment for the nat;i.ve population. When I raised 
these and similar issues the situation a~peared stable and there 
was no immediate prospect of large scale migration out of the zone. 
'Except for the residual element that will, remain after the oppor .. 
tunities for mass migration have been exhausted, ,there are in my 
opinion, no basic changes in the operating programs of the Jewisb 
organizations here which should be introduced at this time. Radical 
innovations in operating programs, if they are to be made, must be 
related and applied primarily to the "hard' coren that will remain 
after the mass movement has come to a halt. 

V. PROf3YtMS THAT LlE AHr!:AD 

Obviously some of the past and current problems will reoccur in 

the months ahead: ' 


l. Occupation Statu~ for Western Germani 

The establishement of a western German state and the adoption 
of an Ocoupation Statute now under consideration at the Bonn meet
ings and b,y the military governors are bound to introduce significant 
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changes in German political life. Whether these changes will 
seriously affect the position of Jewish DPs calmot at this moment 
be determined. I have not had the opportunity to examine the prelim
!nar.1drafts of the ,Occupation Statute nor am I posted on the pro
posed Constitution for Western Germany. It is important that these 
be carefully'studied" to deter!lline whether adequate protection for 
minority rights and for the position occupied b,y the displaced 
persons are provided therein• 

•.• ' The specifio issues likely to affect ,Jewish displaoed persons 
'have 'been 	alluded to in earlier reports. The Bonn conference is 
considering the proposal that the western powers reltnquish all 
oontrol oyer the western zones exoept those direotly concerning the 
ocCUpation. This would of course extend German control oVer the 
OPe. 

General Clay has to date been opposed to placing the DPs Under 
the jurisdiction of the Germans. In fact" he authoriZed me to so 
inform the Seoretary of the Army in 1DT Interim Report. HoweVer" I 
do not know to what extent he'may have to give ground on'this issue 
tn the process of arriving at an Occupation Statute that will meet 
with the approval of the other pmmrs.This problem will certa~ 

,bear watChing. In 1DT opinion" the Jewish organizations in the States 
should do everything within their' power to see that the status quo 
is maintained for the year 1949. 

2. Catloo}c for C€W!p CO!1s sal1dation 

The problem of camp consolidation \lil1 bear constant vigilance 
on the part of the Jewish organizations and the Adviser's office. 
There is already the feeling among the people that the Jewish organ
izations" especiallY the Jewish Agency and the Central Committee" 
are engineering the consolidation program in order ~o accelerate the 
movement to Israel. There will be resistance to each move. The task 
of the organizations and the Adviser's office will be to emphasize 
the necessity for this move b.t the ~ and its desirability for the 
good of the people themselves,. 'I feel that there is enough under
standing of the issue on the' part of the Army and the IRO to justify 
the prediction that no move will be urged by the ~ if its effect 
\lill cause serious hardship for the people. Because of the natural . 
reluctance to move from one aop '·to another" the people will exag

.gerate their inconvenience. It will be the job of the Jewish, organ
izations to see that no unpleasant incidents develop. Once the 
Jewish organizations" the Central COlIllDittee and the Adviser's office 
concur on'the desirability and necessity of a particular consolida
tion mo"l}'e, the liquidation of the camp in question must be seen 
through. I mention this because I anticipate that the individual 
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camp committees may flood the Jewish organizations in the States 
with complaints that the consolidation program is cruel and inhuman. 
It would be my advice to disregard these complaints and to accept 
the judgment of those on the ' spot. 

1, Rest!tut.ion a;ndnlndemnU.natla Problems 

The problems of restitution, of identifiable property, the re
turn of the Jewish cultural property, and the German Indenu:rl.fication 
law will certainly cr,ystallizeduring the coming months. ~ think
ing on these closely related matters is that we should insist that 
Ge~ pass a decent indemnification law or none. 

This is a moral oblication which muot be given priority by the 
OCC11pation authorities and we should reject as inadmissible, the 
contention that Germany cannot afford a decent indemnification law. 
We should not permit the Germans to satisfy their conscience before 
the world by passing an act "rhich merely gives lip service to the 
principle of reparations and indemnification. 

As to the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, every ef
fort should be made to liquidate its claims at the earliest possible 
time even at a substantial saorifice. The longer the liquidation of 
the restitution problem is postponed, the more will the resistance 
against the fmplementationof the restitution laws moUnt, and, by 
the same token, the claims will become more worthle~s. Considera
tions of expediency and not justice will, as I see it, have to 
govern our thinking on this problem. The Successor Organization 
should get out of Germany as much as possible, as quickly as pos
sible, and considor the mission aooomplished. This, of course, is 
also true of the Cultural Reconstruction Corporation with respect 
to cultural property. . 

There is one major issue on which I should like to expand and 
to whioh the Jewish organizations in the States will have to give 
the most serious thotlght in the very near future. I have reference 
to our attitude toward the people who remain here after the mass 
movement has tapered off, and what type of assistance American Jewr,y 
should underwrite for the residual population. 

This problem should be oonsidered in relation to (a) emigration 
opportunities, (b) the 'extent to which the people will take advantage 
of these opportunities, (0) the type of people who will constitute . 
the "hard core", (d) reoommendations with respect to this group. 
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11l1.&_ Emigrat~on QRportuni t:te,s 

At the present time the' rate of emigration from the U.s. Zone; 
Germany to Israel is about 4,000 per month. To. be sure,' over 5,000 
left in November and the figure for December 'may reach 6,000, These 
are two exceptional months, and it would be wiser to anticipate a. 
monthly emigration of 4,000 or perhe.ps somewhat less, from January 
on. 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine advises·me that on the basis 
of the Israeli government immigration plan, Israel will be able to 
absorb all DPs 'Who desire to emigrate to that cOmltry by September 
1949. In fact they suggest that by the end of 1949, they could . 
absorb in Israel all Jewish. DPs now in Germany, if they were w111
ilJg ,to go there 0 . 

In addition to emigration to Israel, it is estimated that 
durilJg 1949 approximately 10,000 Jewish displaced persons will be 
eligible to emigrate to the UniteCl States under the present PP . 
bUl G FinallY, emigration to other countries, principaUy Canada, 
Australia and some of the South American countries may .also absorb 
about 5,000 Jewish DPs, during 1949. 

etal ,Extent that tbe Emigi£Rt:J,.0LQtmortlwt~ef1W:J,.lJ, Be USAd. 

The best opinion'is that virtually ever.! available visa to the 
United States, Oanada, Australia and the other countries, exclusive . 
of Israel, wUl be used when 'it is tendered. The figure that is in 
dispute is the number that will avail themselves of the opportunity 
to'goto Israel,' . The JAFP' s most optimistic guess is that about 
45,000 of the 75$000 now in the U,S. Zone, Germany, will want to go 
there in 1949. On the other hand, there is respectable opinion that 
the bulk of the people who wanted. to go to Israel have already done 
so and that the JAPP will be. able to syphon off onJ.,y 2;,000 from the 

. present 'DP population in the zone. I am inclined to agree with this 
opinion. If the JAFP .estimate is proved to be correct, there will 
be approximately 10,000 Jewish DPs in the zone by the end of 1949~ 
If the other prediction materializes, the number will, be 30,000. 
These figures are exclusive of the 10,900 Gemeinde Jews in Berlin 
and in- the zone.. These estimates are, of course,' subject to re""!' 
viSion, depending upon such additional opportunities as may open 
up by the liberaU,zation of the United StatesPP bill and by the 
removal of the immigration barriers to othel' countries. I,do not 
consider it crucial to arrive at an accurate estimate of the 
residUal population as of any given date. 

http:Emigi�Rt:J,.0LQtmortlwt~ef1W:J,.lJ
http:perhe.ps
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(o), ,J-rho Will Constitl1te the "Hard Core"? 

.Since l1rJ reference to the potential residual elemSntmay sur
prise 'you, I should like to. indicate the composition of the "hard 
coretl • First, there is the "Jlledical hard corell. The deletorious 
effects of the concentration camps, of furtive living under in
describable war conditions in the forests of Poland and of hard 
labor in the cold uasteland of Russia, have not been completely 
erased by the excellent medical work of rehabilitation done by ~the 
.IRQ and by the AJDC. lIniong the DFa there is a groups of' people 
inelisible. for emigration ~o any country because of phy'sicalor 
other handicaps. They are "technica11y" eligible for emigration 
to ISrael and the medical department of the AJDC is making every 
effort to rehabilitate them.. . 

Approximately 1,000 of the Jewish D·P population of.' GermanY are 
arnicted with tub~rcul.osis. A,small proportion of these are light 
cases .wh"-ch will require. short periods of treatment. Most 9f the 
patients are now located in rehabilitation centers at Passau and . 
Bayrisch.Gmain, Bavaria, where they are receiving care and voca
tional training to aq~ip them for emigration to Israel within a 
short time. Most '1' .B. patients hoWever, will require from one to 
five years' treatment before they will be fit for emigration~ 

In addition, there are:about '2,170 invalids, the viotims of the 
war and concentration camps~ . at these about 1,000 are complicated 
cases which will not be able to meet the requirements for emigra
tion to any country other than Israel. They.are receiving 'the best 
possible medical treatment. Most of them are receiving occupation$!' 
training in CRT schools, designed to qualify theIJl for seli-euPPo];'t. 

About 200 oases involve loss of limbs and about 100 are total 
invalids. There are also about 500 to 600 cases 6f cm-onic illness 
and a group of about'lOO ~ccompanied old people. There are about 
75 cases of insanity, now confined in institutions for the care' of 
the mentally siclt•. All, these categories are ineligible for emigra
tion except to ISrael, which may be willing to receive th$IIl ·if the 
cost of their maintenance 4Dd care can be Underwritten by the world 
Jewish community.. ' 

. The second group consists ot'the economic "hard corell + That is, 
the DPs who intend to'remain in GermaIl1. There are at the present 
time in the U.S. Zone, Germany alone, about 20,00 so-called "free 
living' Jewsll• They have been assigned living quarters in Ge~n 
houses, by the German housing authorities; they pay rent and buT 
their own food and except that certain automatic oategories re
ceive AJDC aid, they live very mucn like the rest of the German pop
ulation. Some o£ these people are ufree livipg" because they entered 
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the zone too late to receive permission to live in a camp. Most of 
them rejected camp life because of economic or personal reasons, 
business connections, employment and opportunities for better 
housing. The majority of these DPB manage to. live on the fringe of 

'the economy by engaging in barter on a petty scale. Some have built 
't:or themselves profitable businesses. The vast majority a~e finan

cially able to support themselves and would not relinquish their 
present position for all the attractions of free rent and free food 
a.nd the other services offered in the camps. 

The cultural and religious life of these people, their Zionist 
activity and their community organization, are not as strong and 

, idealogically meaningful as that of the' people in the camps .' They 
maintain that their ul.timateaim is to emigrate as soon as possible. 
There is however a significant discrepancy between their professed 
intentions and their behavior. A far smaller proportion of the free 
liv1ngJewish DPB have taken advantage of emigration opportunities 
thus far than is true of the camp population. They may emigrate' 
slo\;ly and perhaps a substantial number wlll remain indefinitely; 
with some vague intention neatly tucked a"rayin the subconscious, to 
migratewheri they have made their fortune. For the moment they have 
accommodated themselves to the economic situation in Ge~ and are 
not p~epared to abandon their economic posit~on and take risks else
where. Some may in fact delude themeelves .into thinking that they 
may integrate among the German Jews and beoome acceptable as perman
ent residents to the Germans. In the main, the duration of stq of 
the 1ru.1.k of' this group will be determined by factors suoh as (a) the 
economic conditions in Israel, (b) emigration opportunftiesto other 
countries, (c) the ability to cash in on Germanyfsdisturbed eoonomy 
(d) the state of affairs and tensions be, tween the west and east; and 
(e) the degree of physioal security that the German scene will afford 
the "foreign elemant." 

As to the "medical hard core" every effort should be made during 
the coming yee.r to' advance the state of rehabilitation of these people 
as far aa possible. ! am sure it is lesl] costly to accomplish this in 
Gerrnan;y than it would be in Israel. At the conclusion of this period 
I believe that all the people who comprise this group, except perhaps, 
the inaane, should be extended the opportunity to migrate to Israel. 
Ido not believe that we should permanently consign anyone to the 
beneficense of the Germans. If these people refuse that offer, do 
not take advantage of such emigration offers, it is ~ opinion that 
all n.id to them, stemming from Jewish organizations outside of Germany, 
should be withdrawn. 



..; 28 

As to the "economic hard core" my thinking is influenced by the 
fact that there is no possibility for a permanent adjustment of 
Jewish displaced persons to life in Germany. The objective of all 
Je'Wish social agencies in Germany has been predicated on the belief 
that these people who find themselves in Germ.a.ny against their will 
must be rehabilitated and eventually resettled in cOuntries 'Where' 
they have the best prospects of happy adjustment. If these organiza
tions, after a long and arduous experience arrive at the conclusion 
that permanent residence in GerIDaI\Y offers no such prospects, American 
Jewry, has no responsibility for helping to pel'P9tuate thebasicallt 
unhealthy condition. There ~ be .m.a.ny inequities in this aPPl"oach. 
It is howover, in my judgment, realistic. The DPs, do not belong he;r.-e. 
Their presence is an accident. They were brought here by force. 
Their statue here is basically insecure and their life among the. 
Germans is abnormal and aJ:'tifical. A rea),istic program therefore re
quires that we do nothing to make it possible for this group to per
petuate 'What is inherently an abnormal., artifical condition. 

It is my judgment therefore that after the mass emigration to' 
Israel has been . largely oompleted, a comprehensive survey should be 
made of the residual population. It should be the Dl8.jor object· of 
this survey to determine the emigration desires of these people. 
Every effort to encourage emigration to Israel and other countties . 
should be made and such effort should be supplemented by denial of 
assistance from Je'Wish agencies for those 'Who have chosen for private 
reasons to prolong their stay in Germany. 

I should emphasize that we should defend' our right to live and 
'Work :t.n all country in '!rlhich '!rIe find ourselves. If my recommenda
tions above appear to run counter to this philosophy, it is only 
because Germany can at this time at least be considered a special 
case~ Were we convinced that there is a practical possibility for 
Jewish'displaced.persons to establish for themselves a dignified 
social, cultural alld economic existence in Germany, I would urge that 
we defend their right to remain and protect them in every way. Since 
I am convinced that this ienot possible for this particular group, 
sound pol.icy seems to encourage the·ir emigration at the earliest pos
sible time. 

These views shou.ld probably not be extended to include the 
German Jews now in the several gemeinden. There is a basic differ
ence between this group and the east European D Ps. The German Jews 
are thoroughly rooted in GermaI\Y and if, despite the brutal behav~or 
of t~ Germans towards the ·Jews some of them feel that they cannot 
pull up stakes and leave Germany, it is fairly certain that this' 
element will be unable to accomodate itself in any other country. 
This group should also be encouraged to~eave GermaI\Ybut should not 
be penalized for the failure to do so, The German Jews should be 
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treated as any normal community with respect to assistance from 
American organizatio~t as well as with regard to protection of 
their civil, economic and religious rights, on the basis ofeql.lality 
with a.ll other citizens. It will be the duty of the large Jewish 
organizations to bring about the guaranty of such rights in the basic 
laws .. of ~ rut11l'e Germany and to secure their execution in daily 
life.· < 

APern nnal Note. 

I am leaving Germany en January 15 to return to Hichigan and 
resume my work at the University. In taking' leave of this important 
undertaking in Ge~ I wish to express my deep personal apprecia-< 
tion and gratitude for the devoted help provided by !-iajor Abraham S. 
Hyman and Chaplain Louis Barish. Chaplain Barish joined our ofrice 
in }.fe.y and has been of great assistance in dealing with the developing 
situation. Major Hyman has net only provided continuity iri the work 
of our office, having <now sen'ed.vitJ1 three Advisers but haS deep 
insight into the complex which make up the DP problem facing our 
people, and his judgment has been invaluable. , I am gratefUl also for 
the unfailing cooperation and help that was extended to me at atl 
times by the Voluntary organizations. In <a very real sense, the 
American community has had a team here, each momber of which vas 
carrying out a very important segment of the to~ job, The groups' 
composing that team have come to look for certain guidance. and lead
ership from the Adviser on Jewish Affairs and the net result of this 
collaboration has helped not only the work of the agencies and the 
displaced persons but also the relationship with :the ArIrr¥ and "'r!ith 
the other governmental agencies. 

SincerelY, 

WI!~IAl>i HABER 
Adviser on Jewish Affairs 
to the Commander in Chier 
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October 28, 1948 
MEMO 

'1'0 I heClltive Committee, \1JO (American :Branch) 

Fro~ Political Department (Relief DeSk) 

The fiv., cooperating organizationa, it w111 be recalled. decided aome 
time ago that Prof.U. Haber should ask Mr. Harry Greenstein, Executive 
Director of the Assooiated Jewish Charities of Baltimore, to make a survey 
of certain aspects of Jewish DP r>roblems in the U.S" Zone. J.ir. Greenstein 
a:od i1~or Abraham S. Hyman, the permanent member of the staff ot Prof. w. \ 
Haber, have now submitted a "Report on Certain Aspects of Jewish llP Problema 
in the U.S.Zones, Germany and Austria", from which I give short excerpts b~ 
low. The report is dated September 15, 1948, and says in its introduction 
that everyone agrees "that the only effective solution of theDP problem is to 
get the Jews out of Germany and Austria and to C10B6 the camps as quick17 as 
possible. On the basis of the present outlook this m~ take from Ii to 2 
years." . 

In the aectionentitled "Estimate of Jewish DP Population" J(eaers. 
Greenstein and. Hyman report that it is the opinlon of indiViduals qonnected 
with the volunta17 agencies that the number of lll's is far belowthe,rOtf.lci41 
estimates. "It 1s generally conceded that· the official. figures are inrut~. 
by at least l~.n . . 

. As of A~st 15, 1948, it "':'a& officially estimated that there 'Were ap
proximate17 l65.0QQ/DPs in the DP countries, distribu.ted as follows: 

IJewiSh . 
GermanY Austria Italr 

In 9amp Out of Camp In Camp Out of om InC@:1!P Out ot CA!!!Q '1'gtgJ. 

.U.S.Zone 90,000 . 20,000 16.350 2,600 18.000 4,000 

Dr. Zone 1,000 4,500 800 0 

Fr. Zone 300 900 0 500 

97,300 2';,400 17,150 ).100 18.000 4.000 164,950 {----" 
These figures, the report states. lido not, of course, include Jews living 'in 


Ge1"lD8nl' and Austria who cannot be regarded as DPs.11 


The third chapter disCIlsses the emigration outlook. It states that 
Ilvisits to Czechoslovakia end Poland establish the fact that despite the 
favorable attitude of the governments of these countries. the majority of the 
local Jews are ~er to mig;rateto Israel. In brief, the Jewish DPs have 
neither nOBtalgia'nor appetite for their countries of origin." 

Concerning the possibilities of emigration to countries other than 
Israel and the U.S•• the report estimates that about 15,000 Jewish DPs will 
migrate in the next two years to Australia, Canada. and South America.. 
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':~;P.FC:T ; 	 ?E:-'OR,T ilN C:!:TI'.::'l.IN If,;''ECT S f)f JF:;"'ISF 

D? T';;'('(0LF1JS II.,! TI~:S ITS Z0!"j7£, Cf'?r'l:J\!Y Pj<T~' 


, ' 

,}:'1',: 	 Mr. Kurt R. Grossman 

~'he att,e,cherl re")ort on certain e.SDects of the 

Jewish rli"'Dlacec1 Dersons I s l?.r9.pl.errL..in ..DJ;~,rr.nany p,.nd 

Al;~ +,ria Wf'.f: D!'en<1r8d by Lr~'" Har y nY'een s tein""Frid 


"Ahr8fiFi1l::r;-'T!iiiiii\'IT;'-', j .~:::' • ~7}reeris'teift ..'t's--l;~xeeutive 
'''Direct6r'ofthe'1\ssoc,i8 tC(' ,Jewish Chc:·ritics of 

imore. He 8ame to Germc:my at ffiy invit::;tion to 
survey the ?ene:rCll d tuation and to eive his ,jurlgmen t 
17ith :c~cs")ect to sever::'.l specific problems I SUOJ!li"ttGd., 
to him. l\~c;..jor E;;.rracm, one of my o.ssistcnts, Golla:)orated 
with Lr. Greenstein ir: thE:: investiCD,tion and prop['.rr,tLm 
of the report. I h;;:vc ,',ound thoirr;;port cxceodine;ly 
h81pful. I em sonding you a copy since I knoyt, of your 
i.ntercst in this problem. 

~orcii211y 	yours, 

, 
" 

HLJ3ER 
. Adviser on ,JGwish .Aff·:--'irs· 
to the Cot!llTIr':n6er in Chic f 

Encl. 

http:C:!:TI'.::'l.IN
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., 

-f'"? f?.~BIJ:S:i· 
j. T_;:~.~r:~~>.T.} • 

1. Int or1uction. No one em peview +.11e Jewish rp op'?,:,·<'tion~ in 

Germany and l\u.~tria "ri thollt. being iUDTessed "Ii tI, the f)rohieEls and COrTl


'Piexities th~{ these ol')8::'ations imml·"e. 'n~e"'e exe matters of h:-,r:Ji[Tc'

tion, of J]:)rCl.le, of cere Am' maintenance, 0(' SUDl')ly 2.m' c'istribut.ion, 0) 

work cmr~ vo-:atj"oilp.1 ':("2jninc n 'ojects, 0" hlt"ck l':",erketinf, of relations 

with the i.T.S. f..rny, vri'::,lc the r;" cU'1' ''''j,t;, o~oher ?,enG5"es. 


Everyone is a[ree r2 ',:.,,1::, the only effective solution is to ret the Jel:.rs out 

of Ucrmc;ny ;:.one] .b.J,~:=" ''::.:~j,::,. c.n( to clo::::e tht:.: c@;'ps ClS cui:::kly as possible. On 

the basis of t.ile: p:'C'J~t o:lt:Look, t!lis ~':~ry tfke Prof" onf-- and a half to two 


c ":c,,-n"'j"j",.o. ,l'1,:> .;.l- "" : .J"-,'.,.J...... '" 8t;" ~,~. '·'~h·l ..> t ,0 ,.,.' tl,10U[., L,lli1e01a',.., ,. t anayearu. .. ",' ~,. ",,,. ,.C.l. r:,,,;C ~,lve rht +vO e '. 1 

Lone rc>nce plannin:::, lool:ing t)o.'arc1~ ~~l1e ultinate lic'uiriation of the cam.ps. 
~:ith t.~is in ninc~" tLis ~~11.l~vey 1"0.,5 unc',,~rt2kCll Pi:. the renuest of Dr. Pillian 

~J:!P,.Pt::I,:,. Adviser 01; JC1"ish i~ff,?!r,,~_,t9.,Ge.I1~r21s Lucius ]). CJ,ay ?nc ""C';Qfl;ey .• '" ..,., 
Keyes. NiJ"'''2.:t-;t,;':i7i'-)t~~ras··h'';)r'c to r;vaJ"uptc the cnt:{ritfjP nr6rr~r.l in all' its 

"'ratliTir::Cltions .....~.:.i:~.•."st1"dy is t3:1nfined D:~irr.arily to the lines of inr-uiry 
sUPl?"6sted Qil(Dr[Habe;~)

~u ( , 
./ 

During t.he''Co'urf'e''''o''('the survey, r::.'..fCCllPsions wer-e<he.d with militc?.ry au

t.!lorities '·rorking "'it!! oisDlaced DeY'sons in the u.s. OGcu'JCltion zon8s, 

,·'i,t.h renresent,ai'.ivcc 0+" P':, t.hs A,mC, the Jc,.·rish Ar:eney felr Palestine;' 

the ry:T, <'nr 0f the qp~', hot.h on tile ar'miniftrat.ive and onera~~in8: Jcv~,ls, 


"ri th the 2tc?t.c COl'!!",issir:lne 1" :') .. ?P,yc~'i8 '')rEaciH::, Fieli:;ious ancJ:'oli t.icel 

?en'8(!1Jtees, 1;":i..+,h +1'(-' 7:~')n"r,j,,·~ .<:eC1~pt.?TY n+ t.he r.<1'TCl.ricm ';',';:1('e Unj,.:":ln. '''it;-, 

t.he Ce'1+r?l COF~1ittee of T,i1--:,c-r?+.cd ,Te:"f' i'1 t.}·e If.S. Zones 0-: o("cufJCltion, 

with C<':1:'.") c')rx:,i+tcf)"" <'n" ",jJ.·'p"')'r "f';;!~··2·:i ",·s "'l +.he n""'s: ivi'l '.' rmt"'ic1e 

~"he ~anl')f. 

The Colloyrinr CC'.r::l')S in t!lC U.,"'. 7onp.~, :..;8r:::~ny c.nl'" j\u~trie., 1"erf~ visited: 

f ,c·n c"}'lc1'r'·, 'IJ1'1"1I"'8", fE" ,. 7(·.'; ""':(.;,,, L;o nrkb(·· "'r' l-ir"ue l··("f'.;TTI ... ·nn (~(."r"·t.c·ri~·(~
."~" '.J ,'_ ,,_ .J' ." .~"""_ .... _'- .... , _.. , ... _~:,..... .. ..... _i...J.UCL.~l, ............... -"., 


rohrcn:"ra1d, folra:f'in', :8;:~c '~(;jc;l:'-:-:::'211, }k["d~sbur[{, ;-~et}1 Bialik, jk;;;~' Pslcs
tj.nc, ".:81:-;, '\;(~schc:iG, rn( ~·:;}-)c.:r'f1·)~;."CC. J~lC :''")rT SClloolc' in tl1(;!=:c; cCtrnps, 2[: 


'J' .L ,',,-'f;" 1;' ~ y.- ~ <'::a';' rr "TJ ........:x..,r'l·n.'",.I.
t' C"0:' ':'-".1.....1":C.' , 2S ',.j'[(; G(;~,.,·8 .........'" 00 ...!.11 ",n1c.'.. t, .l,lnz [me JZ u.rL, .. elC t; oJ.
u ....• 

1';,8 I:1r) l!on-Jevril'J>, l~C':'iT'lS, T,2:ln ;:>nr' ''?.rTv.r ;'~,"(Oi;rne, 2.n(' the Ii') rc.ionc>l 

trEtc.'e s~hool ~,t -'-n·')l.;:;':edt 1{,:re .. l~;·o ini3x;ctcd. 


2. Siz(; or th, l\~ob~,E::jl - Estirl[:tc :.>1 Jewish r'p 'PonuJ8tion. 'lb:xc arc 

no a:1.1.rp~'te st.r.b.stlCC:: C'v,:i.l.2.hle on tj'J,~ J(:1·'l.sh U' pO!mlat1on. J~t best, 

ti;:G of.~5_ci,:.-<:!_ i!--. .':·...;f, l~,.... ~·~f:d ~r: 4'\.r:""1~r, T~"(~ en r l ,;o1"-1r.+.~1.r:.,' ~~<:.:n(~~:- :''',Jl1rc~:;r: oC 

in; 0:.':;:<1. tion, [' rJ 2·'I',1'~):-~i.;s t:ions . Inc1i vir'l.l.:l~I_~: co nm:ctd3 "'i tl1 ti, G v:oluntC'ry 

a;:o:c:nci(;s cXI'JrcSSC(1 o::>i!,~i OilS "'hict: 'lJ,,8~cd th~ nnT<lbcr ()f DT-'s reT :,clo'v the 

o f:"ic :La It :i".s ent: c'8.11y cOnCE;rlGc1 the't the :)f,ic i2.l figures 2re 


tlm perr,ent. 


Ir!( 
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As of August 1), 19).[" it was officially estirl£,tcd th,qt there 1':cr6 Clp
proxinately 165',000 Je'.dS:l [IPs in the PP ~ountri€:s, di~;t,ributed ('IS fol10·:·:s. 

Germany Austria 

In Camp Out')f Camp In-:anp Out ')' Caron In Camry Out 0" C~m\) ~rot::-\!. 

us Zone 90,O()() 20, ern 16,350 2,6nn 18,O·JO " '100 

Br Zone 7,0no . 1.', t:;1)O Sn'") () 

Fr Zone 30'] oon - 1 Son 

"7,3""'0 25,h()() 17,1~'} ~ .,:. ')() l[3,OI)O 4,00') 164,950 

AD"?lying the ten nercent inrJetion fect·or t, t.hf:;:"'C e.c;tin2r.cs, it is fc:lirly s~fe 
to assume tl18.t the totel Jcv'risr-: D~ popu E.tion in the DP countriE:s is not in excess 
Qf 150, GOO. ;i'hcse'Lures d'J nat, 0'. COU::'S8 inc:Ludf.; JE;1-'.rs . iving in v(.rn3.n 
Austria ~1)'ho c'::.nnot bi;: re~,2rd,,,(4 "'.S ,ps. 

It is notGd th,:t 32,5()O, u';~.ivF. ent to twenty p!~rcent of th(; vt.;wiej~ t:r's, livE.: in 
the econoni8s 0 ti"le DP count!"ies. Th6se Bo-c2.1lcd "free livine" J •.. I'.·S conced8 
that thE;) ideolo[dcal 10vGl of their li:f e is not 2.S high ~s thp.t of thE; people in 
th<: car:r:1s, but convin~ingly ",nough maintain thf't their u1tii:~3"k air. is tho sanG 
<'.s that of tl!(; canp re:sic:cnts; na..:-c:ly, t,.'1 r'uit GH'nany .snd Austria at thE; G':;l'"~liest 
opportunity. 'itt,,;!"(; 8::))")S8.rs to be no b2sis for thE: :tssUlnption r::ade in SOr.:0 G\Krters 
that a substnntiRl p0rcentar;c; 0:f this group ':'ill integrp.te int.o U:;€; Uerum or 
.n.ustri.s.n communitie:s. ':'1 though theSe pc;oplc left or refrained froj;; Gnt(;l'inc the 
camps, in s6a:.~ch of SUp5 rior living ac:~ O!-.r:lOclEtions ane! nore favor.?ble ()cono::;ic 
opportunities, only r(:!l~tivcly to": h,svc; Eiucceectoct in ['C'inine; 1"'.ny GC0nor:ic footh()1~1 
in Gc.r.;~c.ny .?nc' j''-ustri;;. Lost of th(: t;Ps in this ,:roup h,o,v,c l:'.er81y r!pnc~r;-'ed t.o li~.r0 
on the frinGe of the ';c6'...o:;~ b~r (:~f:R.f:.1n~ in bp.rtc~ on ('I. netty sc.:::.1I:::. H~r(11y r-ny 
of th(:)r:, including t.hose who h.:-.vc bE:Gn .~eL:,ly succe;:;sful, - ~r-rc to sink roots in 
Gcrrlin or 1,u:::t!"i2.n soil. LVGn ,:srmC'ns, {a,st:ci2ns cild tilt- lJ [:. ni. ital'Jr pc.rsann61 
consulted c·')ncGc1e th~t there is nC) futur8 for tht; J(;T'ish LPs in tt:m.:; of ultir.1rtc: 
settJ(;!'I(;nt i.n Ch:.:r'·,;::ny .?n~ '''ust:'.'ia. It. "'GS n(:;vc~ ass·.1Jll0(1 t.Ilet the:; in-c2Lp Jewish 
D;~s ;':oulc1 in e T2 te int0 tlK: ven,en am1 Anf· triccn .::;r;onoJ'1ics, end this surv.0y 
(;st,!:'.bli::::hcd +h8 ..Cs.ct ·~,h;:.t in t~iis r(:,snect +-he·tc i.:: no r"istinction bcb'een the 
in-CaL}) ,mr' ollt-o~ c?~:p It lO'ir.2l1y (")UO'''8 +,h;:-t [11 tb::; thinJdng on the 
Jcwieh D? l1!'oblee :mst be in t.'HT:!" :)f C'.. DnDUl"tion 0 2.n Toxir:.:2h'}y lji),Or)l p;:;oplt>. 

.... 2 

http:sc.:::.1I
http:f:R.f:.1n
http:Gc.r.;~c.ny
http:integrp.te
http:8::))")S8.rs
http:JE;1-'.rs
http:e.c;tin2r.cs


.
. 

3. 
 Emifra tion Out.looIc. 

C:. Attitude To'\".ra:~cls ::-{e'OatriC'tion. If there is one thing that is 
crysteJ cloaT about the nentC'llty of the Jewish nPs, it is tlKt 
they have ruled out rG""'8.tri2.tion8s an C).lt.'2rn~,t.iv€ s::>lution for 
their nroblem, just as they hf:ve excluded the possibility of 
permanently estc:'blishing th8~flelvi.::s in (;t::;r:na.ny RT!d Lustrie. The 
OUt stion 'whether, unc1E;r <'.ny cirCllnstancE;S, thty would 'Cc turn to 
Poland. or to nny otht;;lr country of oricin w~s consistently lHSt 
with a chorus of negc..tivc replies. ie few WE:re e::ncounterl;d'.;lio hEe' 
rec~ntly ccrriV0C from TI.ounltmia. 'fh.::se rcport",,(l th2.t ::mly ::. ti[ht 
border (~ontrol h;::.s contf:in::;d thE: JcYrs in ::toumr~nia. A subs:tr.nti21 
number of thes\.; ~"ould l()[.ve ROlL'TIania if they could do so i'[i thout 
pl;;cinC tb.:;ir Vd":- liv;?;s in jno[.J<lrdy. Visits to CzechoslovCl.kie. 
e.nd. Polenr} (stebli~ht'd thE;. f,p.ct thIC.t rl8sDi te the favor8.S 

1 udc:: of the cov..::rnments ::)f thcs<: countries. the me.,jori ty of 
the 10(;,.1 Je,:s ,7rE; 81: .cr to uir2te to I;::r2.el l.n hriRf, the 

hr.ve n;;,i ther nost0.1r,ia nor aDpsti te for their countrit;:s 
of oric;in. 

b. gmi?~etion to Countries othE:;r thrn IS:!:'~Gj. C'<nd tho U. S. 
There· Cl"e t'!ro, and only ti"o, 'prospects f()r 11".rgc":"scF,le rEsettle
ment of the Je,IJish fj:'s. Om:. is IsrcH::3, "mel ti E; otIi;:;r is .th(;; 
UnFe:" .')tCl.t€S. it is eei:.i.m.ei;en that only.?bout 15,OOJ Jewish 
p:>s "':i11 be repctt:..:. Gel in oth.3r countries during the -fo thcomin;;-: 
b:o yeC'.rs. I~pt 0 f t:lepE: lC;,(Y)() ",ilJ. l'1i Tr,te to Lustr.sJ.ia, C:,.n.::·,~p., 
2nd to ~outh J,!'}erica.. ~ere i" nothinr in sif:ht th2t vcould incli 
cRte i),tt any country 6thf;r thDn 1F:'? ", ;;;:r: t:,l1(' Unit, d ~;,t;,.tf-'S is 
:Y··Ef"'e:ri~d tel P"'~CCT)t Jewish P'Ps on C'ny l:1C!SS flca.G. 

c. Emigre.tion to the Uni"E:c States. ThE; prospcocts "or Jewish DP 
immigrat.ion to t:c Unl:ec ;';'f.'::-;kS un6sr tIlt;' current DP bin hi? G 
been thE: subject') ;:1UC;l (!eb2.te. TI~·t:: disc1lss10n ha.s cmtered 
about the (offect of t.hE: ;:>r:wision fixing D8cembE:r 22, 19h5, ClS 

tho dead. ine for determining 01ir·ibility. It hp.s heretofore becn 
£'.ssumi3d V'lC.t tiloes 'd'!o V.'8re not in thf; zones of occupc:.tion bet~;~8;1 
1939 r.nd Decemb:::r 22, J.945, ~iould bv ineliGible under the DJ.

J 

bill. 
J; clos,:;r Gxnminc:.tion, l·lC)'.;(;;Ver, suu;csts that those '\'ho "rere: in 
'1!hnt ':.fe,s ';·cr;l:8.ny in'1939 cor€: difible. l.. s n result, the numLer 
()f Je".rish DPs ;:'.;ho ".'0ule be e:LigiblG for emigration unc:Gr thnc.,' 
U.S. bill is, ~Ji.)rhr~ps, l:"r(:er th[~n origioElly ·cF.:lculc.:ted. I... 
survey ;:;:-:,::(:0 b:{ I?O S!10~'red th2t, C.s of :r:c.y 31, 1948, therE'; "ras Fln 
aggr8,s:e.. to c?.lh,65)· .!r"rj 'it: ,..rDS in UtE; U. S. Zone, :~t-;rm,.:..ny, "rho h2.c1~ 
either G;]t:...:~,:0 or T~E:l'(; bor;] to >:0. c ,rho flU: ente'H5 the ZOTIi;;S of 
O(;CUP' t:;..on nrior to D,,,;c(,mbor 22, 19)6. 

i'j tv,~t~lc""lrHnc:/.l.'" .., r·· f~HO"'~h"!·· "it ~ti""n ~t 2" lilrr. y J'h-to.~ J ....... c. 1.·..:._ t, 1»1,-, 1•. .1).;;;; .'C''' .L,.< .. c "' __ ,He ,_.J., ~. _S ...... r,. ..;... '; .. L' 
 • 

th;.; r:'bE:cnce of pr')')~'r d,")sur'1£:nt2F'J ~)r()o:f ".n'·: sini:."T l.'0011.i';;!)1c;nts 
1'riJ.. ~. l'J8f'l to mnnyrl::jt':cticms., Thf.. Gz-"srts on this sl}hject 1'.tho 
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estim2~es r2n~ed 
nt}:J. It. ''C:)u1.c 0Y"o:-;,'i 

' 
ly to Hssu'ne that 

were conSll.1. +,ec1eX')I'e~ di fe "'en t onj,nions ae: tJ the number vl"ho 

about 20, n~n Je1ds ' ? ""s "'i even~:ua~_Ly reach the Uni 1 ed ,st,8tes 

unc:er the IJ P 


Apl~OpoS this t, tt, is believed that in mifl~ation b. 
the Unitec not one of the unknowns. Despite the eal':lest 
enthusiasm morally certain that among the Jevdsh I'Ps 
tl'le nurrlber s for visas to the United States wiil e:-~ceed 
the n1.l!T.ber eventually be issued to wi-shin this categor;y, 
'£h81'o r:lay be r:nny "rho, th0'Jgh eli:~ible, will elect present migration 
op:)ortunities to Israel in preferpnce to 1',<::.i sevEral years to reach 
the St"tes. j-io1"ever, since., unoer the mo~:::t tic c~oncli t:i.ons , it 
Fill t2\:e the better "2I't ~Jf <:. year 2nd ct half for Israel to absorb 
the f,Ps, there 1'Till 1;:,: if's;"ho will cow,ic1cr it to their [l.cvantnge to 
,·\~,·t +l·.. c~ n~ ·'.c:s"~''''y D'''''';, ~l r jr... r~' ,0 ,-,'c:~'S 1.'11 <'"'''; .f'.f';("\.-: + h,~' t.k.l ,~dc; ece ... c·.l ,C_,),.,,_....J ••. ,. v_ •. e, , .. C).lJ..:"."lt,n" nurl...""rs 0 

absorb the entire 01.10'1-,8 2.1101;"8,' to "';b:: sh !,~F.s. Cons(3Guently, 
al101"ing for ths ,:inn ttwt may be r'c:::;ett.2.i:;C. in countriGs other than 
the United States Rnc Israol P.i!Ci tLe 2:" 'l:») WI:oJ':1E.y be ac1mit ted to 
the United tos in t.he forthcomin[; trro YE:8rS, there is c. :c8sidual 
problem of tt.31y 11),cn(') ".rho Hill hiW€; to rGsettled_l_'ll_.I§.f.i2stl.--- - --_. 
r:. EmipTat.ion to • The nroe:r.cGts of to Israel are 
0180 surr'ounred by number af unkno"ns. nnch obvtouf'ly, d8p',mc1s upon 
t.he, inti: ·nfltione.l situation f'nc' u'Jon +J-!8 economic cevr.lopmGntsin Iscp.cl. 
The f1e ."actors "'i:I . be ;·.'~lcth8r tl1e:,'Y'e is P";?cc- or a succession

' 0:" t.':'1v:cs "lY' "'>('O+\:1r:;1' +1",: "\;c'iE: +,')r ~ll'::cuer' in his PC·CSf..;nt ~ttf.mI'lt to 
stOr) 2'.:~ ·lj.0n of nEn of mi;itpry 2["C. IS}'CJells QUicial immigration 
plans nQW '":(11 .1_f :Jl~ 'i',he ac1missi:m)f' a minimmn 0' 125,00') d1Jrinc the 
t7'ol'1(; ~a·:cnr'8.r r~onti'~fl cr)!!unC'nr:in~ A1YUSt. 1, I.e. C}f this nUi-nocr, 

,.20,00J "'i11 r:Olne :!!");, t:1e _~'~,p':_().Llrl.~;Fj;,{;:S, "rHh a ouotfi. of 5(),000 for 
\.;0rmc.n,y "'Dr' jJl,\1'P: or.t-Cp(y. J.t, is cs-;:,l.r:lat.ed t.hat bt;t,1."8en Aw:ust. 1, 
~ .., ,.' 

-, oLE pn,', tnt' 0: ~'hE} year 2;), ')(\(1 'xiII }lavc: 1'cuovec1 fran Uer'::).cmv,.... ,~ I..., . >< •• ~ ~ ... 

5,0:)0 fr:Jm rU8 pn0 ),0'1r) :frorn I+-"ly. nncc.'"'ti'intiGS on tl'e 

politi8Hl p-;cllral,8 m'cdiction OD tl1f; rate; of JIm, l),,,yonc1 thE: 


'" D:·ar;~-j_cc'.l irrmoss:i.biJ.ity. If thE: obstr:_cles in the: 

Ti tion to I3':'2cl ,~·_-('t" r,,;moi't.:;d, it is r"irly certain the 


line of ... 

cstim2.ted llC;,:':':-) I'I::Ol:l Israel v:U,l h:::.'!€; to absorb C2n be t,:kcn in by 
t,h·;~ end. J ,', i,q lir.;vir]i' on: -r c;b'~ut In 1:~ho will th,"n be:: for

~.~/, ,., _•• --" <.::~ .. -t' .. '~ " , ,._- - ...; 

J!li2!'[ i: ::'on t() the. Stc.tes [Y'r1 to other Gountrics. Th8 c10fcing of the. 
T)P c ·~~r:l1: s end of 19h9 mU:3t. '!::-:; thE; of c:v,,,ry on,:; ""orking on 
b::ohrlf of s11 ~}P3. 

I!. lL;2.1tll of the (ow:rf'..J.l hCi',lth or the JC".~:i.sh ~Fs '.'I':S .found to 
good. I!1 vic,,! o:f' r;ro,...dcd ('nel , in sonE~ instrnc';;E!, ~.vc:n ')'L~i:;!itivc COD
dit:i_ons uDc1c,r 1'!h:i::::h they live, it is rCDf.r1(2.blc thpt th"J'c he'S l~,,::r;n n0 ,scriouG 
olltbrt:;pk of rny c ;;nr:on[ .LhEcFl riurinr: in nc:"C"c·ny prod Au::-: 
?D.rticuJ..;;.rl:(, is tht.- .. [:~i.p22:0nc;e Q .in ;:,v..::.ry cal~lD 
vi,sit8d,the chL'.c1rEn ;:;(:(;,,1 to 1:-;<... ro:')ust .on r' it' n(;:i.d··"h:r:."5-'~,"1 COD(:iti0D. 
,[.liscU8Si f Jrls '!\~i t,11 thE: Cf!rnn r~f),~t,ors .?~:-~ TIUT',SCS cOY'r(1)Or(?tAj(~ this' iYnprossion. 

!ioce:nt r~12SS tions T.:'k?(lt:: ;:;:r 'L'-~c ;-:;.cc~j.(~.~.1 st;Cl..f.f- th:,.: Ic.TT'·C con.E'irr.1 the 

~r:ct, thp.t tht; r'E;n~~rpJ 11(;:::}_1)1 or t)-~c ji\S FC',8 n;}~~-) oet.~~riorpted as a result of 

t.hir ~)1'otrpcted in +hc enr',::;, 
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There are aD royimate:i.Y b,250 inv2.1ic's, tuherculeT anc1 chronica:i ly ill 
Jeyrish Drs in the V.2. Zone in Germany. 'J.heir oif:'abilities, ho"'ever, 
were not cau~ed 'by conHitions under 1,'Thieh they lived in the camps but, 
rather, a]'e the result of emeriences in and out 0.:' the c:)ncent:~ation 
camps d'aring the war ye;:E'S. Special medica. and hospital care is being 
rroviced. by the I.Jf'C, which will restore many of them to good health. 

5. t:orale of the DP s . One 0.;' the most amazing aspects of life in the 
I'~: camns is the nentcll out:Look of tre peo;Jle. The three years of vegetating 
in the camps have nat broken their s~:i.rit. 'Ihe people are resilient, ces!=,i:te 
the grimness of: their 3urr01mdin:'s, their c,:,O"-ded f'uCC'rters, their lack oT 
privacy, their ::enera i iCi.eness anc' their (l:Less ','rai ting for th8 chance Rt 
normall:i,y::lnr::. 'l'hey ?re B.Vare of' Y:hc.t tJ~e • S~ Lrmy eric' A;~.eri·cP.n'Jewry hc.- s 
done" to susta.in ,tl:em <1.no, it .?Dnears, c.l'ef)"~eDared to HcceDt, if necessr.ry, 
reductions in tj',e r~lantity ;)f re1.ief, in (:eference to the needs in Israel. 
There is no cioubt th2.t the l<"rgest sin!:le ['actor responsible. for the high 
morale o(..the...,~§Q~21~ is the hone they ;Jin on their early Fli[:atron-~t:6·H:.r.srae
Tney'Tlave been no roundly impTessec1 by's iritaLity and, in their 
identification with the new sta.te, ref'ect someti1in~,: of the snirit of that 
stpte. J ne Qf the most r.:onv5.ncin;. eX'1eriences th?t incicated the impact of 
.lsrae upon the neopJ.e wrs tile vif':it to :'etsried, the 2ssembly point for 
the A:.iy<,.h to ra.el. The:r-e the neop:!e s"eemed ",live, "'ere cheerful and 
showed thet t;·I.ey h?V€ confhience in themeelves nnc in their':uture. All in 
all, it is t~ the evprJp~tin[: c edit 0:' the neonle, to the U.S. Army, to 
ro, tJ t!1e t.Sf'C enr' to othe:~ volu~tB.ry 8cencies that have served them, 
th2t the Jeyrish DPs ere ernercin[ rO,'i r ordeals not only in fe.irly [Jod 
health but I'd th < T:lent.?l m.. t.'.ook that promif.es a ra'-'i(' ar\iustment to nO!m,",l 

living in or in ?ny other country t'J ',"!hich they may n:ir-rat8. 

6; . Black l~rJ(et.Thc Jel';i~;: Pl's he.ve been siJbjE:cte(; t02f(reatcteal of 
criticism: bEii;ause in ttieminds0f:rna;ny. they' B ~~8itJr.~ntifiE:c1 I'dth the .:tre.i ic 
in the· blE'ck rl[lrke toLhy ti1rso~J s1irvey 1."-·)u1d r'evc.s 1 that the·. bl;:;:ck me rk6 t 
envelops~)eo?l(; i:'n2.11stra ta a.nd in eVGr'J walk 0':: lifei!'i C6 rir, any: and Lustric:. 
This incluces the h2tive' popu atidn, theoccu';:ic~tion forces' anc t~e;:L;?s. 
There 'is no gr;)up :r;hatisexempt from itsterntations. it is not a¢uestion 
9f Fhether but, rather, to wh.?t c,egreeincii vic.uHls or c;ny sp(;ci.fic Group is 
involved: '. . 

~ ••,~.~__ » .J,.......~ .~ .. ~., ..... , .. ,... w~ , •• , 


~/ith6ut 6xc6!)tl~71jE>·.rish DCJs ;;,ho viere ?'),,:,roC1.ched on the sllbject' Cld
mit ted-tha.t . ~nlp;~'i':;i:i8nt,8d their ILOana AJT"C rations by purchasing in 
the '. rationed ec~n:')my. Th8JT m2j.ntRfnl~clthi>tthey r8ceive :from 
I:;'~O E.ne: tllk'~ni::fficieDt only bf>llstainT'hE: hfJ.rter 'in' the 
[r(irilafl ecohdmy' for :iteins, in '\'fhich- their dii.;t i,~ ·,'j!oviCS~'3ti!E.· 
C'l.··frp·.,.":i:,n·C4~ 'u'. ''iri v':' '1' a'n;' "aim"" ~ s· "'ur'"··~·l"'r"'.: 0'-' r. ",ri f'Ol'·t· .,,;,.;,.: "":0'0'C'~..... ,_ . .' . _ c. . _ . .' ,) ••'" c: ,. w (. •• ~...; ~". ~ UH •.• ~ _ c ... ·..,... ' 

health. .its noi:j)cis.s';'b'i.r::t,')'ciis?i.tte thirc feet,···..Ln t.hE; t".ro· n'm·.J;·':'"ish 
inspsc'Ce~l th::" sam,jsitui:.tionprE;vRlls; Th.:rc the D60plE:. 

in' edmi ttinr'i)art.ic J.1)2 inr,. c;; h:r.E.ck i!lprk,:;t; C.ne f:')r 
the by' +;If;'' 0(;i:'ish 

. '.. ': 

r:: ._ 
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There is, h01'"eVer, an area of activity in 1'!h:kh the Jewish DPs. Clre more 
conspicuous than any other group..l.t is the black r:l.?rket o i.' the large 
sc<"le character. r1his is eR")eciai.ly t:rue of the camps the.t'are located 
near laree ponulation centers, SlF!.h 8.S Zeilsheim(near Frankfurt) and' Neue 
F'reimann (in EunicD.). Obvioll..91y, the 12.rge Jewish onerators do not work. 
in B. vacuum. Their 2.r:tivities involve either the indi~',enous:::>e::>nle, the 
occu:.'lati()f: 'DE:rs0nnel, ()T' both. HO'1'rever, the Je",ish element in c:.>m
binati:m is sin:)ed ont r.s s\1staininv the black mBrket becmlse, in encr21, 
DP CC?mD li 'e is suhject t,~ c:lo~er sU'I"'veillcmce and receives "'Y'(;ater COl Tor2r;:e 
in the v,:"'ess. 

There is little "1oint in arcuinf': +,lle ;llerits 0:; the problem., It irrele
vant that only c :,,::[::J.. DE'rC8nta.fe of the Je,·rish I'i7s a e inwlved in large 

scale opcre.tions.::Cl.t is im'!)ortant thc;t there is a genere.l im'OTession 

thrt the J6'?rish 171s a,re the: 0, LE;nders; thtt this.'eelinc has 

placed all J(;dsh I;?s iT? 2 v{.;r~r urU:e.vorHb1J.l li; ht; <'me' tho' t. it is ·:res;Jon

sioleor incr02.sing C'.nti-semit ism arilOn&: tLe lierinans cmc1 al;lOnL the occupa

tion forc&s. 


The problem of thE: black m.arket is a very stubborn on8. Ap' eruntly, the 

succE;ssion of raids dirE;cted aga.inst the Jewish camps in the U.S. Zone,' 

Germany, has not disc~ura[':ed the largo scale; opcr2.tors. Tht::y a;)pear to 

be too firmly Intrenched and are too calloused to fear the consequonces 

of raids or any other l~n'l 8nfbrcer.u:::nt l'l.eIlSurcS. Expe:rience during the 

pC'.st dccnde indicat8s that the black narket thrives in (;very ecpnomy of 

sCQrcity, CGS1Jit€; thE; mBe.sures te.ken t6 curtail it. Li1CrO is, apparently, 

no solution for the probl(;f!l., except f.n in the flow of consumers 

toods in the lrurman cmc1 Allstripr i:conor:l.i'js. in the fl(;;antime, no ",fiort 

must bo sp;:\r.:;d to rbmovn fmr.; ttl", ~am1':'E' thRt eJ.Cf!icnt ,!\Thich is brin~:ine the 

entire DP populati;)n int.::) (,'ls~8·"'ut0. 


7. Emplo;Yl!lGnt 01 the 1'Ps. 

a. CC'mp i'.clministr;:;tion p.ne' Const:rllction Company. As of' .P.w:ust 1, .1948, 
thC::J'e 1"Gre c:rp 'ro-<ir:~2·;,ely.)?,t/!n J8wish DT's (;mploYGd in cam'[)' Clor.linistr21.tion 

in +hG U <:' ""nL ' ". """'8'""-"-- M·',--;::;·;·-··1....n--;"lt'l~"'! th'··~~ca r'c";"'nal ~""d ('·ntr~l


,,- .". M .... '\:.0, ~_.~,j .',/. . .. ~i;L:l\:;! ~J \ \,e:G \;;.' I.,;ctrH~J, -Ur.-'.I.i C!J'" ·....11.;.:_ ('... 

:)nmitt.:::es, t.hG S2Ll'J 'lo'iir;c, tU8.chf.:'~s, !'If;r.ic.?,:. r)~rsonncl. and othf;rs :pE..:r
fO~:'lning mif:cl'":;.i C1.t1l;01JS f'f: !'ViC8S in connection "rith the::' opr::ra+.ion of tht;. J':;"':ish 
c::amps c.ne cornr.lun:U:,ies. :c::) E'clditial1 t., are 225 Jewish !')Ps wh:) 
compris8 D.: ., C0!'1')&ny, orC9nized by 2.nrl w:Jrkin: tor tho U.. ;;, Army on 
military const.revJ {Wojc:;cts.· ThGse 10, S2~ sUDplS'!"icntnry '!,'2.ti-:ms 
from the 1:JDC, to the snccific:: cat0L"ry () f thfoil' ":ork.· In thE: 
way of monc1,rry com'lc:nsnti::n" th.:;, l.?1Y.lr cOnl")('.ny !"6C; i"es from th8.Lrny t.Le 
TI::[ular contiY'.(;;ntr "'eres ;:i.m', 0.': the; 1?,6on £mploYi;;d in CPn'? nc1r,'inistrrtion,. 
a1J~)ro:xim1'.tEJly 9,000 rt;cei'vc fron IJ\O E. nc:t 0 s :nonthly, ~'.ft~r de
ductions h('Yi: be~n mc::dc ~CF' tnxtis, s'JciCl.l insur<'nce, 2DCl .70 ill<:.rks for tht:ir 
CcTO (.nc t';p::"ntt:;nC'.nc6. " 

In th€; U,~:. Zone, !~ustri"" tS of AUcuSt 1st, j.hurc wer0 1,60:) CI1LD.g(;d in' 
CIT:lP r.dminis trr.tion, l:rllo:n 1,200 r<.;cbi Vtd [~ net 35C shillings pc.:r llKmth 
[fte:.:r GGdncti::>ns tf\~,,8S nnd sod.[.l inf3ur,~·,nc.~. l.l.r rr::.g8 c,~rnerG in 

' 	imstrin <:'.re rG(1uirGd t, 'xy :CCl]' th~ ct'r(; Dnc1 mnintcml.l.l1cG of th(:lns;,-lvl;8 ,'nd 
their dependents at the; rete' of 40 shillin.G for On€:xTson, 67 f::>r tr[O,' .f:nc: 
90 shilling s for thre9 or more./ 

..-	 () - ')1 0 °71'v, .... u.... . 
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.The IRO budr;et is such t.h!:.t only" fixed 2nd limitedp£rcent2ge of the 
number of people enployed in c?mp :::.c.r.linistretton may be on the In.a p:-.yroll 
for either 1T':.rk or shillinf: ~omp(;;hs.s.tion. It was found th.<::t the cp.mps :-.re 
more th2.n <,.de0uat6ly serviced from the str:ndpoint of the nunbers cmploycd 
r.nd that there is nGither nf,cd nor possibility for e:x:;;nndinF; w'Jrk opportnnit.icc 
in the field :!f C2.np 2.dministration. 

b. f'JDC ';{orkshops - C'18nTIE.ny. As of July 31, 19)!8, there 1"1ere 2 . -h ",C)rI{ers 
employed in 7~.JJ,;)rkshops,loC:(1te(l in 35 C2mpS and three COElr'1unities In 
<&;-e:-:tone-tn'-fJE;!'r.1£ny. The fallowing !)roducts 2.rC !~Januf?cturE':d: sweaters, 
gloves, mit tem'l , Sh:-1'ils, s:)cks, CC'T1S, coats, .iC'ckcts, oVi::;ralls, rE'.inco2ts, 
trou8ers, dr8ss0s, shorts, shirts, shoes, tC'blcs, chC'irs, boxes, ashtrays, 
menor2hs, 6rinking mugs, bc:'.b;y r::nrrii'.n6s, eh;ct)~ic irrms, end other mis
cellcrieo.us items. EO" t a.: the workers are employeH in their pre iaus skills. 
Lorr.le in 'the shops i~ Thore ir-:- littlE; absentGeism, ['.nc the '."'orkers 
teke gre2t. ~)!'ir:;e in thoir crf'.rt.~mt:'.n3hi'!). "'orkers arc cr.roiully supervisec1 

• 

necuctions in pry ::'::'6 mp',-'e ;:)r timG J.Cl~t. The ruelity ()f the Ci.rticles is ',' 
good. EVl;';rythin[ ryrQilucec is':')" .J(;';~ish C0TIB1lr':ntion. "orkers employed 
c,re (iviclc:d into (liffcrent cP.tfE'orics ::'~cT."clinp: t'J their skills, e.nd ':.re 
paid in m2rks by EO mc in ~UT)T). cr.Jt';ntaryooc1 r2.tions by th;:;: P.JDC. Annr:Jxi
mc:tely 60~'; of t.he vr')!"kers rrE" encaf~~cl in t.r-iloring, 21% in knitting, ;:md 15;~ 
in shoc:;":;;:;~Jdng. The bclnnc€.: V.re emryloyc:d in viC'd::ms trades. . 

lJiscussions l'ri th ".F'C r)f ;nici8:is reV8C'.. the t the!'€ is more clothing on hend 
th<m the; rrs c[I.n use f:Jr S:)ITlG tim,:; to come. tpproYimf't81y 25,000 ov,;rcoLts 
c::lone; ,·Jill be cis1{ributed this ·-;,)ming winter, <'.nd the supply of clothing

\ in stock i!;= s() 1('rg0 thr.t no C othine: rtC'uisition h£'.s boon induded in the 
buc;, fo!' the c<JminL Y8r r, e:xcE:?t for cort?in fill<in i t0JilS. Sinc e this{, , ~:. surplus of clothinE invcntvry thre2.t8rl6d the mnintcnr.nce of the levGl of 
employr.JE:nt, the possibility)£' grecter divGrsificDti()l1 in thG pr::>ducts 
m<~nuf2.ctur€d 1f'fr,s expl.')rcd. 'j,'hc l','Orkshops in tht:;: c2.mps revolve around the 
skills of the workers cmployod. it w~)ultI, thf~rGfDrC, h(;;: difficult to rc,
Vf.IDP production t,) 2.ny mrrkcd deereE::. 

I,. 

The nE;xt possibility c"n.sidc:rcc W"".5 that of rnanuf"ctur:tng fo!' 82.1e in the 
(h:;rme.n cc,')n,:mcJ'~ This imp,ss:tblc f')r many rCClsons. First anc f8rC'ID:)st, 
the I:Ps 1::rill not p:06uce l~:rticl(~s ~f0r U~;~1m:ln c.lnsunption. tJec )nc1, T):P 
products Cw'1not CQ2not..E; ~'rith rrJ:"ss Droc1uctj_on in o')(;n m('rket. Third, 
the prBsent 'm:r,~3 SUD')licd hy E'O CDU,i..c1 n'1t be maG(, aVE'.ilpble ror i,l.r'O.jr:.::cts 
the.t ore n.)t .r· c')!' np llSt;. Tinc.lly, ::'.5 <'. v:l1UTIt::'.ry orf,[".nize.tian, th<,: LJDC 
could. n8t he (;'('!')€cted t:"l imp)rt raw mp.t~:·~ic.i.s to be processtod for nJ.tinr.t<.7! 
distribution :i_TI the .1'1 ccon:1my... 

'"nothe;r <:>:i.tern£ti"8 C ;n~irlG',r1 '(').0 tk t. ,f '0E"SU;'( IR'! to >Jormi t tho 
{JrG 1'Tr)rkshof)f' t'" Tl:"or'uc'c: .-;lothinc: :r,r the n-:>TI-,Te'.''i sh Ci',yc:ps. Thi.s GffQrt 
h,s heen lTl(r:c:, but ~,titlh)u+, SUC~8SS. 

Jl1(: :!:'in~J, po",:::ibUity st.ucie('l w1'.s t.ho utilizc'tion :;f the w;)rkshops t:J 
mC.nu.;.ccturt.:; clothinc C'.nc1 :::>tht.-:t nrticJ.E:f i':'r 6istri.bution in:!t r C:Juntri3s 
,yI /,Jf:C::rp,. rr:t:t:::>ns. This 1:'.',<1.5 1'uledJutmGh:::: c!'mnc t.h.... t simil,' r p!'ojocts 
1'rer", in' 'Y)(;rc.tiJn in ,theso c(n~ntTic:s :[':)1' I:kGtin[: 1.,:1';'.:". Di,:.cds ['.n(~ .ccJr rlO,
ho'bilitc.ti:m pUr':.l;j·es. 
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'r.he major (i' r.u~ty wi t.h t.he A,rrC; "'t)rk p·'ojects is the c~mtinuing sub
strntiC'.l refuctbn in s.?mn 1)O'"1u: ption, nue t::1 t':mir-:':-['.tion. J'he better 
skilled peClple rTe lE::nrinp, mr1 U,eTe is nr) skUled );;.b::lr reservoir unon 
V'!hich t) dr<:\w f)r rep..C"cements. At present, tLe rc;:<".l .,robl f .r.1 is to m'''.int<::in 
th0 current level of employment.. ALret:cy in process is f\ project inv:Jlving 
the sorting C'.nd reDairing:):~ SOS c:Cothing. There (1re npJroximt tely 25, ,)on 
br~les of sns c.oUling in the A,JT'C wcehou!'3E:s. TI1is w'ill help t<J 1Th'?kc up S)lTtG 

Qi the cm!J1:Jyment lng, but this projuct cnnnot b", ke:;:>t £oin; :~or more thrn 
<.baut six n1:Jnths. The: AJr'C fend thE; DP leaders ['re doeply c:Jncerned. [cbout 
thcprobl(;m o:C' ie Len8SS-'1l'.n(!·~r6'hTert toriV'ery":sr>P5rt1irlity 'thc:t prc:sents it
st:*;f:-i~r..~~j9'l~·"·t'ffe":iii";;i?.lliiUii!" number '0:.':' . persons in'the CbrilpS. a:',ve vcr, in' 
the light:'>f all exis circumst~.nces, there S00ms 'little hape")! mnin
tE'.ining the pr(;sGnt r'.tc)f employment. 

c. AcmC ";orksh':.1ps - i·ustrin. The type :}f 1I'r')rksh;)ps in i\,ustri<'. is esscntit'lly 
thE: same ['.s in lic:nlrny, but the mrJm(:,~ nnc mGtrnd :)f p::>.yment fJr w')rk d )no 
is different. InstE;['.d :).'. cJnflcn~['.ti:)n in the fJrm)f f)od r<'.t:i.Jns, the 
AJDC in Austri0. hpc dev5.f't:d ;" unit CtE"-'c,ncy F.nd rp.ti ~1D Rystt~n. ApDroxim:'.tely 
one-h~.lf ,"f the W')rkbrs ':--.r€; Cnf"'·fH~ in men's rn(! y,r')men's nt:oclo tre.des. 
In recent IDlnth:: thf: numhEr..,f' y.r:')rkers [1<'1S c'c;cJinE:c!. It ",Till c-:mtinue t') 
decrease 11S emig!:"o.tt::m tee Isr2e1 "nr' :)th€;r countril';S gr.ins l"l<)mentum. In 
Aus tri::', l'or tht; 5.:",.111£; rens.:ms !'.s in UCr!lk"lny, it "li11 be imp:Jssihle tQ 
r.1<!.intnin the: current lev61"lf er.lploymbnt, 

d •. ',hrk in the Ue'.~m[ln <'.nd !<llst:"iC'n EC;-1n-.my. At the present time thGrG 
nre prrctic!"'lly n-. J6'".,iF:;h UPs ompl:"'lyed in trie Lierm?n pnc: Austricn ec')!'nmit.:s. 
'J.·he rCi:'.s")ns 2.:"8 we.' 1 kn-,,'rn. There i~ em .?vc!.'si ')n o.nd r€:sisto.ncc ·)n the pr:.rt 
:->f the Je'''i sh rpp t·, mrkinc ::'.ny c~nt'ihuti(m t, the eC1D()mics :)f thCSG tWJ 
c-,untries. This, h"'T,V,::", i~ :lnly '"""rt ""l" the ricture. Thu fB.ct iR, th;:,t, 
even if thE; Jc"dsh r'?" WEce n..,t s) inc :lined <'nr~ iF they nctnC'.lly sJught 
cm!')loyment, t;'ey w)uld fj.w'very feillT w"lrk "')0 .,,,"binities. A~.iq~,,,:.Lr.;)in th8 
gener::-l unempl')yment "'hich":rqYt.~;1..'?,J".(;;,~RE:~Jt-,:.1Y"j,n.. Ge:r.m~ny· the :f-eeling
~~1~~~r.=~e;~ie-~·"~Iir~~e(fbY··i1i;n:;"·~ll1eht 2nd 112b)r,_ ?like,~'-~re'cIu"desth~"p'=?ssibili ty 
J [' any' subs"tiintii11 'em.;:;r:)~~erit·:1f Je"dsh DPs. This c';ri611l"sISn'\;ras" c:,Jn:.. ·..'· 
:C:J:rmcd'~by';::ntf;'rviewsinthliiilifcry: c uth . critie s, th,)roughly conVE; rsen t 
l'rith the prJblem, r.nd with li-ermnn lc:.b)rlfficirls. 

8. Prc.cticClbility)f IntrJc1ucing c. IZeans Test. Any.)rgrinization such ClS 
the AJIC, spending 8.S much m~'mey ~.s' it 'd'JEl s in r.l€rmeny .:cnd Aus trio., mus t 
necesse.rily be concerned with Cieveloping f'.n equitcble ~".si.s f."!r gre.ntin€ 
assist<:'nce. In the C<'r.!))S in the U.S. Z')ne in Germnny~ c:r:?pr)ximntely tW:J
thirds r;..f th'Js(: receiving rdie f nre in the 8.ut::>r.I.<'.tic welfe-.re ct.tegJries; 
namely, children, <.:er::d ")ers'ns, the sick, pr(;gm.nt D.ne nursing m')thers, ::'.n<:1 
..,ther weI fClre groups. 'ine rest arc: '!.1f")rkers empl:>yed in the AJDC i-r:":rksh,:cps, ' 
the aRT vlce.ti:'Jn8.1 tr('.:i.ning sch):>ls, cC'mp p,Jd c,')rnmunity .?ciministrr-ti:")n Rna 
m['.intenC'.nce. Only th')!"e wh') <'.re empl"'Yf:(1:,r 'lh"" come ,:ri thin ")ne· jf the 
1-:elf2re crtegories receives ('n AJ1'C r<'.t:L 1l1.Jl1,..Aus,tri8..,..,r.:t,prest:nt. there 
is 8. generp.l suppI6menti"ti..,n by the f...SfC .,f fr')m 600 t:-. BOi') .. C:CJ.lClriese de.y 
t""l"eve-ry'l")Crs")niri . thE; c[lnms.· This pJlicyh<"1.s just becn revised: 'lience'~'" 
l7lrth,'supolementeti::m 'will 'bt; giVen :lOly t~ thz)se 1)(:"s'Os "rh:' rY'e willing 
b p,cceDt s')me f., rm-,:f: em")V)~en t, :"Ir undergo tr['inine,lr wh:J <- re in :me 
:):f the welf<:'.re c2.tq'''.;ries. This p.)licy i:trill e("ln2iize the b2Sis t~f E'rr.nting 
AJDC e.~ist!"l1ce in b..,th .'Jf t.he)ccupied 8:mntriGs. 

- G 
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" In considerin r the a;::)l")licr' ti.:m o.~ a meC.ns test, it is important t,') bear 
in mine1 t.he str"ncture 0 t.he CClms am' t.he rlanner in '-:hich they are r,d
ministered. It the :nT'S "mo O,!8U'1Y the '1ost1" o.~' leade!.'ship, v.'ho make 
up the camp cOJTlJIlittees, ano who, 'cn all intents and pur'1oses, are in 
charGe of the ca"!l,,)s, sl',bject, of conN'e, to cener.;l fU'1ervisi:..m by.;'). 
In the pC'.st, it h88 been imnossib:1.e to sec:.'.re even e.n. a~cur?te cam~ 
cen':,;us. Ho'!,'! much more difficult "'ou d it be to e: pect any staff C:Or.l

posed of Drs to pass up::ln the eli.ibility of persons entitled. to LJ!':C 
HssistC:.nce. At best, r;:.ost of the DF's live c. mfl.rginHl exist.ence, crovrded 
together, in nany in::;tances Eharin[, the same room, vii th only temporary 
partitionssep2rc:.ting one family unit from t.nother. Vnder these cireUl:i-' 
st;;nces, :;.t 1"ould be um"~alist~.c ·to e:.pect the detachment and objectivity 
necessary to ac1rrdnister a nee.n::;test.· 'l11is is only possi.ble ::in a· stable 
comr:mnity whe,:e those adrilini:::;t.ering eligibility recuirerents are not 
themselves the be;1eficiaries of the relief program. IJo st.?ff of DPs 
could be recruited 1'fho ~'~oul(l .be "rillinG to accept sHch a responsibility, 
and it '\"ould, therefore, 1Je ne8ess.?ry for the f..l'ff.C to en12rge its m'm 
stRff t~ ::,erform such a~·unction. 

There are, undoubtedly, GOT'le receivinc !.Jf'C supplement2I""J rations ':mo 
should be stricken from the rolls, but it 1'1f'.S fonnd th<,?,t only a com
p<::.ratively small percent-a.re of those in the camns bein€,,: helped by the 
!·,Jj"C could e;et alon;: ',d.thout such ac;sistence. -.if the 20,000 Je'vish 
DFs 'who live in the V.,S. Zone, r'ecID:.my, outeide of the carips, approxi
f.'lc'\tely 25% to )0% ref!eive L,JDC rations, either through the'Kultuee;er'leinde 
for Jerm8.n Jew's or 't,1,rouGh t.he Central Committee of Libere.ted Je1~Ts. 
The recent currency re.r''Jrm 11<'8 hRc1 a i"·erious effect on <=,11 r;ps living 
in tIle German cO!1'lrr!unitics, pnr' those "rho r.re not rece1vine }~JrC a.ssist.?ncc 
C.re 'incinrr it increasi:1r~.:r r1~L(~:i.cul t to et alonr: ,1ithout th8 t help 

I 
, Ecce. use of t.he rea.fons nenti~ne(l 2.:)(,)ve, the aprylic?tion Qf 8 mean~ test, 

either in or' 01J.t 0 tb: r.C:.mrys, l'!O.U~c' resuft in little savinQ:. '1':.1e ~c1ded 
e::-:pense "cD the AJTC in recruiting t.he necessary 8ta.:r k accomplish this 

f could haxcly be j;},r:;ti.'iec1• 

q ":'v'" ~+~ "' ..~.p +11 rYe'!'!) ",-,. 'l·l~--.. (~'~'T' t·..:I' "'t "'h~ t ~. oi''1~. .,' . c •. Ue..,.... 0" "'". ..·•• 6 v.:.... roC _am. •...6 U.<,.~ l. epor s ~n~, ~C~.:8 u <:\ , e,::; 
j·_U(·us+, 1, lS))·.(), '~h6re ~:rere 6, :JlS stuc'ents rerdstered in its 8Cl10015 in 
the u. S. Z')r;e in C:erI1'l8ny f'r.nr'-'S00 "in t.b':e'U:"C:""'·Zone, Aus trin. In a'ff'J 
evC?l"'t..~_c.tion of S:':~~' pro:::l"'am, it is necessE'.ry to }:eeiJ in mind, the 
difficul. ties inhel"'ent in thE:: c::ttGfCpt to' C2!'ry out a vO;:;C'.tional pro&;rC'.l!l 
in the I;P countries. The uncertc.in future, tile feeling thC'.t their re:
settlcnent '.'JI;~c ir.unincnt, the :luid character of the ,!,opulE,:tion, the lacl( 
of' rGal incentiV6, the evcr-pY'cscnt terllpt2.tion to tr.ke the ensier path 
by tr2ding in tho 10cE;1 er:on0r:lY, e.re f::~ctors t.he.t. ~"E::re not e2SY to 
overcomE::, Only in the li£ht of thE:S€:: diffir:nltief: cr.m the str("!ngt..'1s 
an(~ '!C2knessf:s of the present (IE']" r:.~ogram be ,?ro}X:rly ['F'lr2ised. 

The O::'T h8.S l:1F..de [" dedr'ed contribution in cevoJ.oping ce!'t2,in s;,:ills 
anonE; the Dns anc' in helping to mEintr.in nO:;'E< e. Lome of th:i (FT schools 
ctrG doinf: 2.rl. excellent job, notably t~lt CCr!trd ;'~chools in !,;unich, Se.lz
burg e,nel Linz~ Tb'c GG1..1ipncnt in the~e schools is [,;00(1, the instrnctors 
2.re c~r.r~[:t(;nt, enr the 5t.ur'ents if; these imd~it11tions arE; se~i.ouely in
terested in their treinine. !'(i is ~ {;one:e(?l S8Y'se or direction e.nd 
<,.ccomp ishY'1<::nt. On th8 otber hc1n(:l, !'ien~r of' th0 0?T'schools visit.cd pre
sented 2. totp::ly eli' fecent Dir:tlL'E:. T1.\,::: enrollment in these s8hools is 
small, toore is c"lnsic'e:"rhle p1y:: bn te(;ism. ind.r'l1.ctors ."ere mediocrE:, .<:'.nd 

o
.' 
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. Aourses ,ere not 1're11 plcnned. There h~s been too rn.uch Gmnho.sis 
'n the oucntitt.tive, rathEirjthfln on thE': rurlitative. e.sp.,;~ts of 
the progrnm. Loreover, tm COUrS8S hnve nvt been relrted to the countries 

, where the DPs are destined to go anci, especially, to Israel f s eoonollW.. 

The curriculum includes courses which offer little opportunity of 

e2rning t. livelihood,. 


TIlcre f1.re t"'!'") schQols of thoueht on ·the Question of t'ottempting, 

t.'.t this lrt.e da'te, to develop n mO?'G effective vocntiontl.l treining 

progr.:::m in the DP:ccmps. One group feels thnt, with Isre.el nm'! 

beginning to nbsorb le-rge numbers of I'Ps Rt an incrc:?singly i:'.cce18r

r.ted r2te, it is n sheer 1'!cst(?~ of t.ime nnd money b dn anything in 

the l·'<,.y of revrm,ing the; vocf'tionf.l trl'.ining "Oror,rClD. 


'fhe other point ofvie-1" t,hc t it "riU trke from one <'.m~ f>.. hf'lf 
YGClrS to t.wo YE::nrs her',re [- 1~.f the;; r:-' Cf'nl'}fl crn~~st~t!"~··ttrJ~~< 
thr':t"it"';;r6ul(f'be'~;;h6rt;~sfr'htE:rr >"ldUoy ·not~''''t::~nnrRe'the most of this 
wciting OO'.'ior' by llelnirr thE; 2.C'"'1.liriJ pldl1s which will improve 
their chrnces ~f r,~in'ul Clr.'Jl.,)VT'lE;nt. In this C()nnection it should be 
n"tee thrt ISY'tel, '~rhich "'Tit J. ~trke the e:>~8at nijari ty of the Je'wish 
DPs, hr.s ::.j·enc1y (;et.croined uryon irfL'~i:ru.tion priorities. Top priority 
wiLL be given t:) porsnns betwc!:;n thE; Cl[;CS oj 18m~ 1.,5, The l~st to 
go will be the oEor T)(;rsons, tho sir::k [;~nd the 'physicnlly hr,nc!ionpp(;d~ 
There 1'.1'0, in tho U~ S, Zone, (!e;rmany, r>.lone, npproxi c, tely 10;000 DPs 
of 5S yOf'.rs of (lEf;; Clnc1')v6Y', TB ~<'.ses, inv:'. ids mel physic2lly hc.ndi
cnpped persons. A reprc.;sE.:l1t.?tlve of the ISY'.'"'.E.:li covt.:rmru.mt indice.ted 
the impartf'.ncc of r'tJvE;loping f'. trr.ining progrr-.m for theSE.: ~ople <'-nd 
for children of' from 14 to 17. 00[,10:;; such courses hevE:: r:lrE.;~dy been 
stl"rted. In the: luture, incrensinr- ,e!!lph.:;sis should btl givt:;n to the: 

\ orgr.niz:'.tion of tr:,".i.nin; courses fJr these groups. 

¥p t,) the: present tirnt:, thr;.; Jd','ish J~.[!,ancy :ror Po.lestin6 hc.s tr>.kE.:n nj 
t.(!tiv€ p[rt or d~s'Plnyed ('ny p!'rticu18.r interest in th", trc.ining of the 
DPs. It hi'.s been priril'Tily preocoupi",d with maintl'1ining c,n interest 
+n rnd s;}onsoring iJ:1.!1if.ration to Isrnel, Now', with Isrnel el'ito.hlished 
['net its needs lmo"m, it is irlportrnt th.:--t thought bt: given to tho occu'lt.. 
tion"l trC'.ining of the DPs, who 1'rill,. nccessl'Tily, constitute so ll!rge 
[>. pc~rt of Israel's popu:_.:'. tion, Rcoresentntiv8s 0+ Isr<'.el in Germany ::'.nd 
Austria should t,':'ke thE; initintive ~nd assumE; responsibility in helping 
t,) orgC'.nize an OFT training y>ngrnm that will be. prir'1D.rilY geD.red to 
Isrncl's economy. In ll.ddition, C' nropc:;rly ("w:~li[iecl ryerson, expert in 
the field of OccuT)::,ti:'mp.l tr:-.ining for Isrc.el, should be D.ppointed by 
th8 Isr"'.Gli governz;1ent tel net <'s an Adviser to ·!:r~T in plv.nning nnd 
supervising such' r>. pMfr<>In. 

n. 	 c8nR"1~dnt.i:m '1f sr::~ools shoulc t.:'.ke 111rce l'rherever possible; 
b.::mly 	dB0t;tent rnrl lJroner..y C'ur.J.i::ied in~tructors shoulcl be 

8rl'lloyed; 
c. 	 courses riven 8h:)\1J.d be "Orimc.rily rGlC". ted to the needc')f 

Is:-r:el; 
d. 	 rtkntion P.li ht nlso be Given t:J the cev01opI'lbnt of skills 

re.:.,1-E;d t:: t,hc UnitE:d St.-:tes; 
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n,t.j:1r c:,:msiderc.t:l.on. 
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~O. Criti!'ue .of lEO. Unc'er its chc.rt8r, the InO hts t1~ r'~'.jor 
respansibiliti8S: (I) ern:; <'.nd mrintenr'.nce of disp.u"~ccd rx;rsons 
rnd (2) resettlement [':.no rE:l}\:"'.trintion wheJ'evGr possible. 11K Li.Q 
opcr<,.tes ,nd m£.intnin::; the DP co.m~s, provides thE: b'.sic food ro.tions, 
m . .:;c!iC~l suppl ic s r.nd r:led ic::-.l c<'.rc • It .:tls 0 ns sumr:: s thl..: cos ts:) f 
n:Jving tho DPs t,) thE:; countries ;)f their destin'.tbn. 111i:1 pragrC'lTI 

, of the AJJlC is intended to bc; suppkr.c:..nkry tv, end not;: substitute 
fjr; the D~O. 1:1 ['11 fdrnt;;ss, it shoulcl bb noLed th::t 1':0 hc.s be<:n 
"uita coopur<:tivG in providing ~'.dninistr!'tive r(;s')urccs, sucn ['.s 
trons1)ort, inc:i.•:::nous ::>;:1'8,)1:1no1, etc., t(l the AJrC .".nd t'1 other 
v:>lunt::-.ry <'.[oncies. It ['.le') ;:::-:.ys f::r c(;rt;~in phr:Sbs:)f thE; 1.,rork 
~nclt tr"l'nl;nC'7b proP'r~'""(;.', \.:~" .. _ '.,'C t'-,,- l1.t/' ...,!"",",C 'n~st _..... .. l.·t .n'c-ss"ryt;:; c.t 	 \. Hnf'r·t"ln~'·"l'·.!, J K.. :'ound\. '. \.;:<__ ,....1..:.. .~ .. .. '" 	 '.' • 

t;") P:lV f:)r certr.'.in it:,::)!l:':: "hi..;!1 ':'i,t:tf'ullv ShOUl.0 be p, dwrge on the 
II?O: ,~In thrJ field ::rf-"""'7',)c~+T 'fl~2"iDrng '~~n~"';;'D'rk;::rr6T~cts; '.for . 
-"~l(;, thE:: IEn 1)}'ovir:'!cs pre CJ.:iCE~ 17 n, T"'( terit".l, BC'uipmcnt, tools 
or .n[',(~hine!'y in the Jc:·,,"~si1 c,,'nf' ('.ne' communitic:s in (}e;!""1t.ny ['.nd 
Austrip, 'd.th t:-'.6 r8",ul t th[t thG bulk ()f the: expl;nS(;S must be borne 
by the A•.lT'C.· In the ['reI' ;)f~esetnCJ'i1t;nt, tho AlIre r,nd ::>th(;r JUlrish 
['.[encios h!:,ve, likc"1.p!::, b;,;en COD')(.:::.l€.;d b -::1'::y t:,o lcrgo D. prop:')rti:)n

'ji 0" th(; costs. l'hc hos ph:') Jri·cc1 t:) +'"kc c!".re of (l ~t,:"rgG number 
of J",,,,ish ) ivinp in F):,('n~e .:'no f:lc:Lc:iun. Tl1",rc is nothing in its 
ch,~Ttor, n:)'" ,'~c s the ~inpn8ir>1 D::Jsi t10n :"lS' r?0 jURtify ,h)ni~l of 

t 	 c:ssist~n~c t(' t,hc ~Tc"''ish T'''''~ livinr in thc'f; ~(')untri()s. rT:/) dJt.:s, 
in f.-ct, trl:t" (;"~'e (') S1!1(; (If them no" but h,~.s l", :r:b~ed '.nd rrbitrrry 
1irl~:YO~~j,.~t.~.)l.O.t,'f;.o",c"""'+"4'~"~"~"'"'''''''''''''.''',~.,.,"", -~,,~'"'''''' 

ofHci.:-ls ;f the l . .FC in too l'rri[;)fficl; nncth6 direcbrs ()f 
thE; G6rmnn rnc1 j.,us trit!n LTJC o;x r[tions ,m5; consr::ious of th(! 
['nd h•.vo bien vieorous in their c;' forts to secure p:'.yr.1ont or 
!'lEnt for thOSe items ,,'hich shoulc1. be the:; rc::s?onsibility of thE: 
The sc G fforts nc.:E:d t.... bE: pursued 8VE;n more nctively n:lt only in the 
D::> cJuntries, '!Jut rlso in Gl,n(:v:: ronc1 'c:shington on thE: hiCh(;:st possibL;; 
L:..:vds, in o!.~d0r to e:nichtc.:n thE.; :fin.?ncit:l 'burden on thE: A.TDC 
th.:;r JeY1.sh orc[~niv;. ti:)ns 	 ._ 

ll. >JuCc<osti-:m R,,::;'· :-tivc to Future C()ns:)lic~[,ti::m of Co.rilps. It is 
inLvitn'51e thi"-t, ~s 8migrntion is stq)poci up 0.n(1 thl; number .')f DPs 
decY'e<'se, th.:.; D? cr.nps ~rill b,:, ':!OTlS olidC' t(;d. Al thoue;h th<e:: :-:.11 th:lri ties 
in thE; U. S~ Zone :)f occupt,tion h"'.Tr~ [,'iV0D ROI:l(; th0urht to b[sic 
principles th['t will e:wern thE' c';nsolicJ[!,ti::m pr(lgr[!,m, 1:1') definite 
plc.ns in this fiE;ld hrvc; lx~(;n f(")::"r:mlrt.cc in ei ther cO~J.i:1rnd. . 

It :Ls n:"lkd th::- t up tl tho i)rt)':'Emt tin(; thE; Jc"ish [? crmps in GernJ y 
hrVe: be0rl rol'.tiv01y tree fr::nn the !(;ncrr:l cons:)li(:D.ti:)n:>f the DP '~ 
C<:'LlpS thr:t h:,:s beon in 1Jr:->G'rt;;;ss ,0r thb p['st yetJ.r, As .'1. result, the 
nunber :>f v~crncies in +ho c!"r::T)s, ns det(~rr:int:;ct by r.U:JIYing 0. rnr:xinum 
of 'arty-six srur'Y'O' C(;t, lj(;r ''': rs'm, h'" S b'~E;n ·:m t.hE:: inc rcnse. '"hen 
th.:.:r),500 r;::'s Fr:lr:l B.,;:rJ.in ":(;1"0 !':'r")vGd, thc:r '.701"(:; n;[',cily integr[!kcl 
into '!',hE;; e~ri.stj.Df hi t,.:'.' J..:>tions. 

- 11 

http:e~ri.stj.Df
http:B.,;:rJ.in
http:f(")::"r:mlrt.cc
http:e;!""1t.ny
http:certr.'.in
http:v:>lunt::-.ry
http:c:,:msiderc.t:l.on


An inspection of the:· Cc:nnnf; in both zones of Occupi'1tian inc1icr.tes thC'.t 
the type or 8.8GOr:11110C.r.tions v::ries rron: C.;l)'lP to c<'mp. In SOr:lt::; C<JJ1pS 

tllG people ['xc fdrly com.::'ortr,ble, '.·rhi'.8 in others, eSDE::;ci;"ily severt.l 
si tu['.ted in Austri['., the m's liv() in unsT)0nkr.bly conLestcd ('u.::rtG·:'s. 
In fQrmulrting [' c;)nso1ick,tion progrnu, the '''811'<1re ·:)f the DPs should he::: 
eiven 1)riL1nry can sideI'D. tion. 11Iis '>[81 f€l.re mUf:t be 'measured n?t only 
by the phy:dc~l r.ccornmodntions, but'by the mori'.i clirnrte of the cc.mps 
invnlved. If thl: c;ro['.-::'er interest of the; DPs is served by consalidnting 
cmnps 1'rhose housing C'.ccommoc1C'.tions <>re good, it would be nrudent t.o urge 
th.:'.t the sacrifice r)!, t,h", fpvorr.ble housing be I:k.....de. 

An ::nfl.lysis r,f ,11 of th8 r C:>.ct;)rs involved h;;-~ds to the following . 
condusions ;-lxm": C'Tl!.l c2~li(1~.:ti.an.:._~ ..... - ..-.-....--'-.-...-•...-....... ",,~ 

....--- Tl . t' t), ...' ',"';.."'. t .i.·.·(~·.,r.-1·:~,~bl .. ·., >-" d t' ~."'........'" 
n.,.1I:. c,cn-'s "1]..n .1,(:.' ,~ • ,,11 "U81D[!, rccoIT'J'lO n l:)ns 
shoul(' be: "t.h. "i""st to be liC"uirl"t0(1. 

n. In exr;e...,t.i..,:nr,J c;-~es, r;,-mns :"h:)se existence m~ejucice the 
ry(,\8i.ti~n "of the J(":',:is> lTs in - "ner.", sh;>ul(~ be cissolved :'.t 

c. Tlc enti!'o '1:r'')r;r(!tl''\~ c"'lns"lJid"tion 511oul(1 be stC'['gured nt 
c.1:,out th:'Ce-mr,'11-h in: ervrls, comffic:.:ncing with U ::,.nurry 1, 1"t'9. 

d.' ThE: nurnhcr')f movefl th,t r.ny sinO.::; D:r' is 'rCQUi;cd t~ me.ke/ 
b(;fore lk is '1en'l.:'nently !,,6~ettlE;d should, in ,?-.ny even t, bo: 
kept ('!.,)'I'm t"l the very minimum. __w--,'--_·, .. 

Three yc<'.rs hr'.vo pt'.ssed sinCE;: the IJPs Y-'ero liber::ted from the con
c{;.ntrr.tion ct.mps. :'"'Jst:-.f -rhe~.i .~ ,:c still in the cC.ElPS, ,,!~'itine; t'J r!> 
to Isr:'(;l, tn the UnitGd St.;'tes fnd to othe:r cCluntrics. They'h[1.ve not 
hed rn er.sy tir:1C r,fit. True, there is litt.le unGar-nourishment t~(k.y; 
hGt"l th is C~)(jC'; (1u"rters rTB less crDwded; li~Ting conditions h<:'.ve im
pr:·wcd. NevGrt.he18ss, H, tr'.kcs F'. f;'.irly sturdy ~ers()n to rise t'.hove " 
the bf".rrcn life in ['. rr cp,mp 'dth its '<,ck 0:". nriv['cY, .. ";ith no cmrnrtunity
·(· ....r fJ'~' ful c. 1, ... w:, ',:, ---:~-:;·~-"'·r·~'.; +",.. •. , s· 1 r~-~···;; .. t" r'" ';:;,. -' .;.:,c1n.. .. ~,m1')._OJDen lI,f."l ... lng e, .oIJ ".IcY ,,0 )6 reo 8n. ec ron < r 1..lCl.._ 
I:'.nd .uTU'!:' tur~.l Sllrl'J1.ii1c{Lngs. . 

In recent months t.hure hC'$ 'been r t,en(1L~ncy to r::riti8.ize tlw J::Ps in 
rClther hr.rsh te"~G2. Too r..c,ny e,:ene'·alizC'.ticms h<'V8 been lTI::de. In any 
<'1')'01"::,is>:'.l rye the DPs it is necess,ry to r.1i:'.intr.in [l proper' per8T)8ctive 
~ncl to l[)ok tt the to+,pl ·,ictuc:'e. On t.he "'hole, the DPs h[lve given 
r. fO,),1 <' ~c()unt ')F thorl"'e'.ves. fl.Je 11:'Fh()1r..llP!31J,rJl:'~f'>~nelyylE:1U 
under tryinr C -'nrlitions. There i~ a vitnlity pbClut the men cmd 1'.")mcn 
in "f,:nt'''i'±fif'lns' ,;rhic!1'~11'rurs ""611':) r t.h£: ir J'u +,ur8 . olndeed, thc: bes t 
DI'OO< t.hnt t.he:~'e ho:'"'::; been no ~erious oeterio!"fl.ti,'lTI in the: crrms is 
the fccLi~·.y "i'rith "'hiehl-.hey Itf've been e t:) ?r1just t1 the life pnd 
E:conomy of t.he count,:'ies in ,.,'hieh tlley hcv€ been resettled. lc')rtun,tely, 
lsr.:-e1 n'J!" offers tl e '1op-sihi.' i ty 0 f 12 rge sc::.le i."1rlli[::r~.tion, r.nd 
this he S hC'.d it~ effect in the crunDS. There is a stir end exci te!'3ent 
£:.nd em o'Otinj.sm ':0:01. th rei:rrd to the future, yrhich did not exis't behre. 

12 - 3 1 ;') I) ~i7· 
.... v ... ·~ 

http:o'Otinj.sm
http:r.1i:'.intr.in
http:They'h[1.ve
http:c2~li(1~.:ti.an


I 
\ 


, r 

A·,· the ':lovenent 0 the DT's t:J TsrDel r..nc1 t."1 other countries continut;s, thE; 
nor?le is bound t,) incrense.. In the find analysis, lw\,J6ver, it F,Ust be 
underscored that emigr.?,tion is the only pnsrrer t:J the DPprablem. 

In evaluating the program of the voluntary <'-Gencies de1l1ing Hith DPs in 
L18rnany and i:.ustrit"., it 11'8S found that they hfve effectively met o. very 
cmlleneing situztion under the most 1rYing canditions during the p;:st 
three ye£lrs. At this stage, whe n the to tel progrru:t is ') f r,. diminishing 
no. ture ;;.n(', the ",hole atnosrhere is OD0 of movement, it is difficult t:) 
suggest 1".ny r2.dicd changes in progre.r::'! or policy. 

In tho course of this study, consicerrti~n ,,'IlS riven to the p')sdbility 
of intro(lucing e me2nr:; kst. lhis 1"<'S ruled out on the ground thr.t, the 
very strlJ.cture of [~:" ctJll',) li.fe mrke s this imprrcti' rble r.nd J in the <'.1...; 
tc:rnC'.tive, t.hE: cost t~ the f,Jr:C of (;;r1~loying r.cditionr.l str.,ff t) ,~c1.;dnister 
[' me~'ns test itself l'l'oulr' be 1)i'')hibitiVEl. 

Considerf.'.t:i.on 'I'ms dso riven tr) the possibility ,).f' eX ~("'nc'~ng t.h0 "rark 
progrm!l~ It "'['.s f",unr1 thr.t th~ r6<,1 problen was n0t ont:; of t::xPC'nsion 
but ,")f mcintnining the 'l:):",e~E.nt hwel 0:· E,rrrploj1lllJnt. TIle vr')rkshops must 
'O'r"")('uce E:xGl ueive y"or "::.110 J(;'1'.rish DP eC:Jn)MY cnc', with the c~ntinuine:. 
subst.::,ntil'.l reduction ... f C<'T1T) no''"'u, r tion J there is a (lininishine num'l:)E;r 
C)f'::kil18r' M-:Hkers rnd p. cacre[,.cing need 0r t.ho . 00(10 Dr')('Uc8C. 

-~. , ." -... ' 

It wps <'.ls) f.)l1c1 thrtth~rc:: if: virt.u<:!lly no o ''1Drtunity For Je"'s t.L1 be 
intQ[r.::tec1 int') thE; t.:(l1'!H...n tnf j~ustrit.n E:c'::mor:!ics. 

In c'~am~n~ng the vocatbnnl trf'.:i.ning in t>o C':TiPS, it is fult thf..t, c.l 
though the miT hrs nr:r1e r. noto~'.'o:rthy :::C1ntributian, the 1::>.: lO'cing sugCes
ticmc, if put int:1 t;fft;)ct, sh~)ulc1 ck:ci(ec')y incrGc:se'thE. OrT's (,;ffcctivt: 
moss:. 

Q. Isrc:el shoulc1. pr.rt:lci''ltte ;,101'0 rcti vel:;' in 1,:''')rkirig Fl'th'the ORT 
in t:evc;;loping a pY'ogrcJ'1 rBlt,tGc1 to its (;conorlic ncods •. 

c. j~;)r(i; ['.tt~mti:')n slloulcl be [~iven to tht 0nploymcntof:pro;,>crly 
.' qu<'.liXi8d inst,:,uct-.rs.· 

d. Er.lphaRis sh·:mlc1 bep.~,.cE!d:0n thccurli t2 tiVB, ra thGr th::n the 
(1urntit('tiyc, . ct.s·) thti pror'r".t'.l. 

o .P~rti.;ulr.r ;:-.ttGnti;)11 sb:ml( be: fivcn t:) thl: trC'.ining of the 
olrer <'.e· t!'Oun [,DC' the' physicdly h:mc'ic<'F,')(;d, [s yr,;;J.l c"'S t, the 
youn er p,rOUD beb'recn 1". ~ncl 17. 
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Consideration WM ::;:iven to thG role of the mo r.nd its failure 

fully to meet its res?onsibL.ities b the:: UPs. 111(;; lJDC ['nd ::>thE,r 


.. voluntary c.rt.'nciGs should nnke nore viGorous efforts in [otting 

the L-:() til meet its obli:~E:.ti::>ns undGr its chC'.rtcr.
I. 
It "[; s recof,nized th.?t the cons:"llictFtion ;:.f the c[Cmps is both 
clt;sir<'.ble ?J)d inE;vitcbl.:. Humane principl~,:s 1 2.ve r:cv::rncd 
their ope:rntion, r,nr. sir.)ilr.r principles sriou:,r, control thsir 
liouidr.tion. The c:,m')s l'T'oviding the If;C1st f?voro.blt;; housing 
should tr:.e first to bE; c10sE:C~, ;:'.long with thoSG thf'.t, in 
Ec:ncr2.l, are no creai t t::- tho .J::"-ish D:r:'s, f'nrl the: c(msoli:1atLms 
shoulc1 bt: so st,2.n;;crr ,d th~t t.hE: nu.!lber :)f tr2ns fel's of thE:; DPs 
to "thE,r crmDS shiu}r' bt; kc:')t t~) thl; W'F:f miniE1Um. 

,,/. r r. 
~:._. 1".'. ;. j 
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September 17,19~~ 

MEMO 

to t~embers of the Office Committee 
from: K. R. Grossman 

Attached :)lease find the latest reiJOrt submitted by Prof. \,:-i1li~,m 
Haber, the Je,1.sh Adviser to General Clay_ The l"BiJOrt is dated AU'~ust 
31, 19$. I "'ould 1ikC:', to C'1,ll your particular attention to the fol-, 
10',7ing: 

1. ) ?ace if -
Re : Paragrar,>h on Sel'ective II".migration to Israel. 

Here Prof. Haber takes issue "ith the statement Dr. N. Goldmann 
made at a meetin3 of the 5 cooperatiri~organizations. 

2.) 	 Page iv - 

I have suggested to the r:orking committee of the 5 cooperating or
gmizations to take issue ,:,'i th the :.Jro)osal of Prof _ Haber to 
remoye the bottleneck for emi.:~ration of Jel':ish DPs betr'een the 

'.'a'Je of 18 and 45 

3. ) 	 PaGe ix - 

The contents of the para£raph IIRO proposals requ1rln~ able-bodied 
D?s to be eTIl)loyed' has heen 'communicated some i1;,nrn F.V,:O to our of- "":) ~ 

fice in Genzva"ith the request,to U5e thiro material for any in
tervention '··ith the Council .of IRO no\'] deliberatin:; in Geneva. 

4.) 	 The same a[.>l)lies to the para~ra?h I inadequacy of liaison r:i th 
?CIRO I. 

5.) 	 ?a0e xi 
". 

Hay I call to your special att~:mtion u..'1der ;'ISCf:LLAiJFOUS ITEMS 
(Jaragra?h 1) ','rorld Jewish Conzress. 

4443-9/17-48-40-KRG:ia 
PEL 4714 
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HEADQ,uARTERS 

EUROPEAN COlJjl,!.AND 
Office of the Oommander in Chief 

Civil Affairs nivision 
APO 403, c/o Postmaster 

Nel" York, New York 

August 31, 1948 

Mr. Abram Rothfeld 
Acting.Executive Secretary 
American Je\·!ish Oonference 
521 Fift~ Avenue 
New York 17. Ne\"! York 

For transmission tOI American Jewish Committee 
American Jewi9n Conference 
American J'oint Distribution Committee 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
World Jewish Congress 

Dear Mr. Rothfeld: 

Since my la.st repQrt of June lOth there ~ave been a number of developments 
which have had an important bearing upon the DP pictureD The fir st is the 
adoption of the U~SQ DP immigration bill" If this law, with its exclusion
ary features, has been a signal disappointmen'i:;, it has at. least· served the 
useful purpose of clee..ring the air by removing any shadow of doubt that. Is
rael must be considered as the only real hope for the solution of the Jewish 
DP problemo The reaction of the Jewish DPs to this bill is interesting. 
Although it must b~ assumed that many ,,,ho entertained hopes of migrating to 
the United States were saddened and disheartened, the disappointment took 
no articulate iormo This is due in pe.rt to. the exclusively pro-Israel ideo
logy that perve.des the camps end in part to th~ fact that the JEn-fish DPs have 
a very realistic attitude towards the wOfldo Thoy were not surprised to 
learn that they \.,ere not wanted in our countryo .! significant and not alto- . 
gether unanticipated by-product of the U.So immigration law is that it has 
helped the DPs to resolVe their personal doubts about v/here their future lies. 
Our Congress did for many '\Tha.t they could not do for themselves" It made 
them make up their minds to thiruc in terms of one possibility, instead of in 
terms of a1 ternatives. 

The second development which has he.d a definite impact upon the people is 
the phenomenal success of Israel in maintaining Hself as a "go:'-ng concern". 
The fact that, when the curr'9nt truce '-lent into effect, Israeli s forces' 
were on the offensive has at least partially neutralized the disappointment 
stemming from th~ slow-dol-Ill of emigration to Israel. I believe that the 
morale of the people is.on the whole, higher than it has been at an;y time 
since my arrival. All :reports that reach me indicate that, despite the dis
appointment in their emigration, imposed by the truces, the people have con
fidence in their future. The recognition of Israel's representative in th~ 
Zone end the visaed legal movement of people from the camps has given the 
DPs the feeling that the solution of their individual problems is in sighto 
This general attitude is not altogether without its drawbaCks. There are 
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day to d~ problems that arise, the solutions of \1hich are complicated by 
the feeling that the liquid.ation of the Jewish DP problem is imminent. For 
example, consolida,tion of camps meets with resistance because the people in
sist that it is inhumane to move them to another camp when they are virtually 
waiting for port-call to Israel. MoreoveT, this general optimism, unless 
dispelled by information that ,\1ill paint the picture as it really is,. may 
seriously interfere with long-range planning for the estimated several years 
that it mrY, in fact, take to remove the people from the UP countries. 

The third development, on \'lhich I will exp~d :in this report, is the German 
currency reforI)l, \"Ihich took place on June 20th.. I should say very frankly 
that the inflated CUl'rency condition in Germany ,,,orked to the advantago of 
the Je't1ish DPs. This is especially true of the some 20,000 who fo'Utld their 
way into the German communities.. '11th the devaluation of the German currency. 
the true position of these so-called i1free livinglt Je,,,s \'las exposed.» They 
had not, as some believed, integrated into the ~rman economy, and it has noW" 
become more apparent than ever that, for all practical purposes, they must be 
considered on a par· \-lith the in-camp population.. I mention this to dispel 
the notion that there is likely to be a, residual Jm,tish cOImlunity in Germany, 
composed of DPs,alter those desiring to migrate have been resettled. In 
this connection, it is sienifican't that, e\1'en after the evacuation of the Jews 
from Berlin, the Je1',ish Agency did not; close shop in that city. So strong 
is the pro-Israel sentiment in Germany, or at least so potent is the urge to 
get out of German.yo that most of the young geme:l.nde people in :Berlin have re
gistered for migration to Israelo 

MY relat~onship \dth General Clay and with his staff continues to be very 
cordial. I have seen the General as often as problems require conferences 
l'lith him. '1ith no e:.~ception r have found him' sy:m:pathetically dispose9. to 
any suggestion I make. prov:Med it is consisten.t with Occupation Policy and 
does not run counter to instructions from his superiors in Washington. This 
is partieularly applicable to his attitude to\'Te,rds movement to Israel. You 
should be gratified to learn that when, before JlT3' change in plans, I told him 
of my intention to. leave ea.rly this Fall and a.sked him for his appraisal of 
the necessity for a Jewish Adviser& he reacted promptly, stating that he would 
not be \dthout one~ 

EMIGRATION OUTLOOK - PROSPECTS FOR EMIGRATION TO U&. 

There is no way of determining the number of Je".'lish DPs in Germany and Austria 
who will actually be .eligible under the U.S. immigration law. 

It is JlT3' impression that the estime,tes IIlBde in the United states during the 
Congressional discussion of the DP legisls,tion understate their number. At 
I!lY r~quest. perRO checked camp records to determine the number of Je\dsh DPs 
\'lhose records indicate that they entered the UoSo Zone before December 22, 
1945. The result of this inquiry indicates that about 410000 Jel'lS no", in 
Germany claim, on their records, that they can qualify under the December 22rid 
requirement" This includes about 29~000 people in DP CC'.mps, about 4,000 Je\f
ish DPs living outside of camps, and about 8~000 German Jews. 

Although I believe these figures are high, I have no basis for disputing theme 
The estimate of 4,000 Jei'/S l1ho live in the communities is the least reliable. 
It is obviously not possible to determine how ~~7 of those who claim a quali
fying date of entry \,lill be rejected in the screening process, nor is it pos.. 
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sible to determine the number of eligible JC\1ishDPs \'1ho may ~rish to go to 
the States. If, I "lere' forced to hazard a guess. I ,{ould sstV' that a mi~imum 
of about 30.000 Jews no,-, in Germany \'1Ul qualify under the law and that moat 
of them will seek to go to the United S~ates within the next ·two years., I 
do not have similar estimates for Austria. 

I.(r. Harry Rosenfeld, the Je\·,ish member of the ne\v DP Commission, las been in 
Geneva, attending the conference of the United Ne.tions Social and .Economic 
Council. Representatives of Je~·Jish orga.."lizat:h,ii.'ls in ~(Y1!e have conferred 
with him, and I am scheduled to see him in Paris before hi.s dcparture& I~ 
suggl"lstions for simpJ.ifying the administration of the new la\'/ have been t>r~ 
sented to him for consideration in co nnection with the rules and rcgu1~ions 
soon to be announcedo I hope that the exp erts on the ne", law, "lorking for 
USNA, the AJDC, and other org?.nizdions, will bl"1:ng to the Comnission's 'atten- ' 
tion Najor Hymanl a letter of July 13~ \1hich urges that the :ors who, on . 
December 22, 1945. lITere in that pa.rt of Germany relee.sed to Poland for admini. 
stration under the Potsdam Agreement be declared eligible under the la,,~ 

EMIGRATIQlT TO I§:t.1.A:E1L - FUTURE P!J~1£! 

Sinc~ I-iay 15th aT). increesing number of Je\dsh DP$ havebeen going to Israelo 
Only 296 left during I-fay B.nd 606 in Jun(\(r . The number increased to 1,952 in 
July. !rhe :mhedule for August, which is being met, is 30200.. and the plans 
for September ce.ll for from 3.500 to 4~OOO. In my Opinion. barring resumption 
of serious '~rf~re or interference by the m~diator> the emigration schedule 
from the Uo s.. Zone, Get'ma-v, to IgrC'l.el ''Iill continue at between 3,000 and 
4,000 per month for. theba.lance of the year. It \"o1.lld be most unfortunate 
if the truce ~onditions were interpreted in a manner as to seriously inter
fere with this flo"l. If the DPs in the U. S, Zones~ Germany and .Austria, are 
barred because of e. ne.rrow interpl'"$tation of the truce restrict~ons, it 
would mean that the ouota to Israel would be filled with Jews from other 
lands, and the "liquidation'i of the'DP camPs 'l'lOuld be postponedo This, of 
course, must be avoided at all cost. 

, . 
I feel impelled to comment briefly on the minu.tes of the cooperating orga,
nizations, assembled to discuss Rabpi Klausner I s report of lJIay 2, 1948. I 
was quite chagrined and. frankly, distressed "lith Dr. Nahum Goldmann I s vie,,,,"" 
point, as reported in these minutes. Dr. Goldmann. accep~ing Rabbi Klausner's 
analysis, indiCC'ted that the Je\·Tish DP problem WOuld, have to 'be solved "ind~ 
pendently from Palestine interests": that, since the problem cannot be solved 
overnight and the IlPs constitute a burden on the Jewish budget, it would be 
\'lise to Ifgra:dually transfer the DPs into the German economy"; that "the DPs 
in general do not represent the h1.lItan m9.terial Eretz YiGroel needs today"; 
that "infinitely more desirable material It is availaple at Cyprus, eastern 
Europe, and in the iYloslem countries; and that "we have reached the brutal 
phase \-lhere the interests of the state count alOtlellG 

I am aw?re of the fact that. at this meeting, Dr. Stephen' "lise pointed out 
that Dr. Goldmann \'laS expressing his own personal opinion" I' am also aware 
that Dr. Goldmann himself referred, although not explicitly, to the fact' 
that the restrictions E~ainst DPs would result either from the rigid require. 
ments of the irJ.ce or from the requirements imposed upon the young state fight
ing for its existenceo Nevertheless, I think it important to indicate that 
the adoption of any policy by the provisional government which would limit 
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or restrict immigration of DPs '"lould be a shocking reversal of ate. ted policy 
and a definite breach of faith. ~e immigration policy of the provisional 
government provides definite reassuranCG tha.t such a danger does not exist. 

refer to it· in this report, hOl'lever, b~cause any change in that poliey ,·,hich 
would deliberately discrimine.te ~aainst the DPs '-1ould have consequences, the 
seriousness of \1hich cannot be overrated. . 

gSTRICTI01:TS on EHGRATIOI'! AS A RTISULl' OF TRUQ£l 

The limitations of the Ul~ truce have raised serious difficulties with regard 
to the movement to Israel. The truce prohibits the entry of nfighting men", 
construe~ here to mean members of fighting unitse It provides, further, that 
the number of men of military age to be aclmitted shall be determined by the 
mediator. As a result of inBtr~ctions from Washington, tho local authorities 
took the position that, until the mediator has made such a determination, 
visas could. not be ~s~~ed to men of military age in the UoS. Zorie, Germany. 
Xccordingly. it has not been possible for men from 18 to 45 to "legally" 
leave the UoSo ZoneD 

I made strong representations to ths Army that the procedure followed here, 
and approved by the state Departmen-;, was too rigid and would, in effect, 
prohibit or seriously restrict the movement of people to Israel. since it is 
not likely th13.t the women and children\voul<;i go on legal visas via train to 
Marseilles and· that the men, the heads of these families. would remain be
hind or travel via Aliyah :Bet to i-1'arseilleso 

As a result of these representations, the mediator was urg~d to send a repre
sentative to the UoS& Zoue, so that he could determine on the spot the number 
of individuals in the fighti~-age bracket \'lho. could leaveD The mediator 
replied that he liould noli send such a repl'esentative but, insteftd. outlined 
the procedure for handling migration to Israel. This procedure was relayed 
to the local authorities in a cable thB.lt arrived on August 27th. According 
to the instructions contained in this cable, men of military age may not 
legally be visaed until lists, certified by the loc~ authorities as contain
ing non-fighting personnel, have been submitted to the mediator by Israol~ 
and Israel he,s received clearance from the mediatoro The cable from liashing
ton indicates that the State Department has under consideration an al terns
tiue plan which the l~cal authorities submitted at ~ request. Under this 
plan, the mediator would be advised of the entic~pated movement a month in 
advance and \fould be notified that, unless a disapproval is received from 
him by a ste.ted date, the movement ''Iould proceed,.. 

Obviously, the mediator l s procedure is cumbersome and, if adhered to, emigra
tion moveme~t to Israel Will be seriously restricted. It took five weaks to 
get en anS'\'ler to the Army's request that the mediator send a represente.tive 
to the Zone. Such delays will pl~ havoc with any scheduled emigration pro
gram. 

It is my oPinion that the period for tlunderground" emigra.tion is about over. 
The DPs in Germany wish to travel with their families and, if it becomes 
necessary for the men to travel separately by trucks in the night and be re
united with their families in Marseilles, it is very likely that thousands 
will prefer to '1ait until legal emigration is authorized. I strongly urge 
the agencies in the States to review this entire m~tter with the Israeli 
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representative in Washington and to have him meke the strongest represent~ 


tions to the State Department, with the view of removing the bottleneCk in 

the movement of men from 18 to 45. 


MOOG-NIT ION OF ISRAELI REPR"ES:sl~TATlVE 

Shortly after. t~e 15th of Uay" I urged upon Generals Ol~ and Harrold the 
formal recognition of D1'" Ohaim Hoffman as a special representative of Is
rael in, the U.. $" Zone~ GerlllaIlY.. After cleal"ance with the State Department. 
and the Department of the Army in v;ashillgto:l, such. recognition was secured 
in June. To avoi(l 't·ns impl:'.Gations inc::t:le'n:~ to consular status, the Israeli 
representative is r~cognized only for t{J.e PUl'J?~H":il of issu1.ng visas for emi
gration to Israel•. In other \'1Ords, . he has a.. status s1m:l.:i.:~:::- to the head of 
a resettlement mission in the U~S. Zone. As such. he is authorized to issue 
visas to Israel unner the UN truce conditions. 

'In earli~r reports! have called at.tention to the fact that expansion of 
German administrati~e and police cont=olcver displaced persons was inevi
table. It was my convieM.on that, as thl;l Allied occupation au.thorities ap
pro've the este.blishce:::lt of rela'liively independent Gern:an political instit1.ll
tions, they would, as a matter of course, grant to the German state increas
ing responsibility over matters of the in.ternal economy.. The 150,000 ];:Pa, 
of "thom about 25~OOO are Je\'lishf \V'ho live outside of ca"llps have alwa;v's been 
under German jurisdiction. c:tcept that they have not been amenable to trial 
by German ccurts~ When it was ffilnounced a few months ago that t~e Military 
Governors had ap'pro~ed the establishment of a Western German statet the issue 
of control over displaced per~ons became of practical iI'It9ortance" It was my 
opinion that wo would, ~doubt&dlyo lose something of the preferred position 
the DPs now occupy in Gel'IDaDyo 

I am pleased to report, therefore, that at a press conference held in Frank
furt on July 15th•. Gene;ral 01aY9 in response to a specific question as to 
the statuB of DPs in the new ocCtl.patlon statute, repl ied that their position 
would be unchanged. Mrc Jack RaYmond of THENEU YOme TIMES put the question, 
"Sir, if a. \-(esteril Government, or something resembling a government is created, 

md more responsibili~y and authority :l.s put into German. hands~ would the spe
cial con~ideration fo:~ the IiI-s that are now being maintain.cd by IRO and our 
Government be changed? ", to 'V,hich General Clay replied. ifUt), I don 1t think 
it would. .It \V'o"ll1d be very clearly stated in the occupation statuto what the 
provisions w'ould be that 'lrlould be made for tho safeguarding of tho Displaced 
Persons vntil they are moved out of Germany~r. In answer to a series of quos
tions from a Gorman reporter~ General Clay emphasized this view even more 
strongly. You may be interested i:::J. the questions and ans,ters on this issue: 

~§...t:!&lll: "Are you familiar \"'lith the fact that during the last fe\V' weeks 
155 mi~ lion cigarett es \V'ere illegally imported into Germany ~ and illegally 
reexported into Ozechoslcvrucia with forged cust~m stamps. and that all 
traces leed to the DP camps at Bergen-Belsen and Zeilsheim. and therefore 
it is necessary to change the exiira-tel'ritorial privileges of those DP 
camps? " 

Ge.ne:-al OlWL: "Are you asking a question or making a statement?" 
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ov,estion:' "I am asking you first ,,!hether you are famili~ with the fact. 
and secondly, lArha.t mee.sures win be taken to enable the German authorities 
to continue prosecuDing and follo\'ling up such cases and not to be stopped 
at the borders of the DP camps. I am referring i~ this re~ect to a ques
tion put by CDU in the Economic Council. If 

2eneral Cla.y: "There \'!onlt be anything done about· it. Displa.ced Persons 
\'lill Clti11 be subject. to iHI:ltary GoverMIllen'~ courts and Nllite.ry, Government 
j~isc1;lGt:!.ono \fe shall continue, to' work \'Ii th the German police, as we 
have done in the pastlJ and with< our o\'m people to do ev'erything \'/e' can 'to 
stop black marketing eYeryl'rhel"eo \"to certainly have no intention :of remov
ing the extra-territorial privileges no", Gnjcyec.by the Di splaced Persons 
B.nd I must admit that in some. respects the 'V!~ you, he.ve asked your question 
is the reason 1rrhyo n . 

!rhis exchange "ras reported in the STARS AnD STRIPES and may, perhaps, have 
been referred to in the .Americ~ press\) In "lieu of the significance of the 
issue, I revielied the mat~er '"ith General Clay at ray ,,,eekly ·conference ,'11th 
him' in Frank:rurt on August lltho. He ind.icated. to me that~ \mile the German 
officials, in the many conferences on the p:ooblem of a Western German state, 
had not pressed this particular iSSllElD they did indic?iie that the problem ,of 
internal admill1i.riirat:ton \'lould be simplified if the German officials and 
courts 'iere given jurisd.iction o,\rer dicplaced person9o The 'General indicated 
that he has rep.ched e. definite conclu}):1n1:" to deny ~his request and that, in 
hie opinion, grantine; it ..rould be a viola'~ion of ',;he obligations we have as
sumed to maintain authority ove:r 1;he displaced persons for a~ long as ,they 
remain here~ Needless to s~. I am relieved that General Olay has made suCh 
a strong statement on this matter. 

mENS!ON OF GERlillil' POLICE AUTHORITY OVER liP o.A!'~ 

I have repeatedly urged that the Army discontinue mass raids on DP camps. 
Of the last nine sUch operations, eight were directed against. .Je1:1ish assembly 
centers. The study! had made of these raids convinced me that they do not 
promote law and order; that t};ley fail to achieve their" objectives and, in 
general, serve no purpOSI.:I excep'G to indict an ellt.i:('e camp cpmmunity for the 
illegal ~,ctivi tie's of the few. 

As is indicated in my previou.s report, the authorHies have gradually gotten 
around to our point of "vie.., en this problem. H()w~'lTer~ in the ~·i;a.ff stud;y 
abol:tsh~.ng raids and providing for inspections 011 the basis of iudividual 
warra.."1tS t it is proposed ';jhat e.med Germa.:a pvlic~ ruay be used in effecting 
arrests or executi;Jg search warrfUlts in DP camps!) I have addresse.d a strong 
non-concurrence to '~his pllase of the staff study" 

I revie,,,ed this ma'hter ..lith General Clay in a conference ,·lith him in Frank
furt on August 17tho . I oU'~lined my objec;t;i.olls, indicating thatp inmyjudg
ment, it ,,,ould be, a serious bl-u.nder fer the Arm:! to end.e.nger its excellent 
record in dealing \dth,DPs by creC',ting a situation whic.'IJ.:1s bound to lea.d to 
serious incidentsl' I got the impression that GeneraJ. Ol~ is not inclined 
to approve this changeo I len01-1, ho",ever p tha~ it is being vigorously aeL
"lanced by General Hayes, the Deputy IvI:;'li tary Go'vernor, a.no. by General 
Harrold, in charge of the Ar'III:J-~ s DP opera'tams,,' This problem be€.rs careful 
watching. Nothing has happened here to soften the attitude of the JewiSh 
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IPs to the German police,· and I am fearful that the entry of German police 
into Je,'1ish camps "/il1 have serious consequences. . 

CLOSING OF TTIE EERLIN C~ 

You will recall my previous reference to the closing ot the two camps in 
:Berlin.. During the early part of July, General Clay concluded that the 
removal of the D'Ps would be general],:; interpreted as the beginning of a 
total capitulation on the .Berlin iss'leo Obviously, he \'louJ.d not take @: 

step th?.t "10uld further suc.."l an impression& I con.sidered the matter a 
dead iSsUe until July 20th, ,.,.n.en the GeneJ,"'3l reversed his pcaHion and or
dere.d the immediate evaQ"ilation of all of the DPs., Acco!"ding to official 
instructions& those \fho did not ,,,allt t9 move, either because they preferred 
to 11 ve in the German eCOllo!It7 or because t;ley yrouJ.d not accept air travel, 
would be permitted to r'3:nain in .Berlino However" IRO care and maintenance 
for all who re;:nained behind would be \"1ithdra't<'Il.. The move was made to reduce 
the number of moU'~hs tha·t had to be i'E'Jd in :Berlino The planes engaged in 
"Operation V'itt1es lf ,,,ere return~.ng omp·iiy and, since thore was apace in tho 
Zone ·to absorb the :m::;J~ it \;"as na;'Vu,l',;1.1. to ramt;ve from .Berlin the people who 
were not identified \v1th th~ German population... 

~e evacu~tion started on July 23rd and was completed on August l~t. In 
all, 5,536 DPs were ~emovedt of whom all but about 90 were Jewish. Only 
about 150 elected to remain in the ~lty and, I am informed, approximatoly 
200 subsequently retiurned to cngageiu dubious en'!;erpriseso No new caltps 
' . .,ere set up to receive these people" They were afls:ig::J.ilQ, to established . 
centers on the basis of a stu.dy of ex~sting vacancies in the camps, ,.,hieb. 
had just been completed by Chaplain :Barish of my office. 

Whatever tho reasons may have baen for· the move,the net result is highly 
desirable from the public relations standpointo f~om the administrative 
standpoint of the voluntary agencies, and from the point of ViO\1 of facili 
tating the ultimate resettlement of these people. 

EFFECT OF CURB]ThTCY CONV~RSJQ~ 

As an econom~c measure, the currency reform has been highly succes.sful. 

The value of the mark has gone up at least twenty-fiv:e times, even on the 

black market" The immediate effect of the reform was .to reduce the quan-. 

tHy of marks in circulation to approximately one-tenth of ita former volume. 

So far - a period of two months - the mark has remained relatively s~ab1e• 


. The effect of the currency conversion ~pon the DPs was instantaneous. In 
the first place, no DP was in posse~don of more than forty marks, the 
maximum given· to anybody during the first weak. Secondly, ninety percent 
of the mark holdings ,·/ere \'I~ped out" !i:'hirdly 0 the DP black market, dis
appeared overnight ~m,d. ,,,hile it has stnee been revived, it is on a far 
smallrsca1e than heretofore, As I indicated at the outset~ the DPs liv
ing outside of the caDps ,,,ere most seriously affected by the currency re

. form.. They "rere without funds to pay their rent, streetcar fares, medical 
costs and other inciden·i;als. 

The reform also had a serious effect upon the agencies working with Je\'r
ish DPso These organizations could procure marks .only through official 
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channels at the re.te of thirty cents per mark. The cost is prohibitive, and 
it resulted in a contraction of such programs til! were financed ''lith German 
me.rks. Th!!, Central Committee in l{unicrl ''II'aS also compelled to curtail its 
a:ctlvitieso since its expenditurl;:s ~'le:t'e heretofore financed almost entirely 
,d~h marks o 

Dro Phi:J.1ip Auerbach, the state Commission~r for Perseeutees in Bavaria, 
was exceedingly helpful during this period, Some 12,000,000 marks, repre
senting ten porcent of the l20~ OOO~uOO maI'ks in his account, \'lere ma.de 
available to him, c::md he came to the aid of the free living DPs in Bavaria, 
of the Central Con;mittee, and. of other orge.nizat:':.onS i lIlith advances and 
funds for the pay:nent oil! l"iJtr~ and other essentialso 

Another immediato effect of a highly desir~ble character proved to be short
lived. Those enBagetl :La c0.~ e..c'I..lillni~tl·a'tio!l and en caI!li? '!lork projects reo
ceivedf in additbn to the jJDC supplcmEmiil:Lticn.:., payment: In mar:lts from the 
:Bu.ergermeister" Bef<rre June 20th those mn'ks \lere of lit:jle va1ue~ en an 
averago, they had the \'Forth of abou'b hfO packeges of cigaretteso Undor the 
netl valuer the Cflmp lIIo:.-ker \'/'ho receive6 250 m'9rka isp by prevaUing stand
ards, ""fell cff['/3 The (.lamp· COtllil::.tttl6S and the ·Central Committee lloro ll in 
fflct, seeking ways and. merulS of get'liing t:h.e fortu.nate fGW ",rho were on the 
Buergermeisterts payroll to "d~.s~(.~~getf their nCH1;r acqulred,\':ealth and 
share it with "the cO!l'Jllittees end the :"ess fortune_te people in the camp who 
"ere not e!'lgaged on ,yOrk projeci;s or i!l car.1p admin istrat ion.. Since the 
total p~tyroa for Je\1ish DPs exceeded ~5o, 000 mark13 per month, the possibi
lities of such IIs:1arlngil or !I contr~,butj.onsll to '~he con:mittees were cpnsi
derableo The proble:c has sud.denly benome acad6m:lc~ As a direct result of 
the curran~ refol'ill~ the GeI'!I!aI:. \.rage scale is being radically revisedo !f!he 
DPs; "lho are 9n the B'll,ergermeis'ccr! s pa,..vroU t ere paid according to that 
wage sce.leo In some classifications the wage reductions are as high as 
fifty percento The second development is much more significanto ~he IRO 
and ilililitary Government have worked out an arrangement whereby~ _effective 
now end retroactive to July 1st, all DPs who aro employed by the Buerger... 
meister are required to p~ for their food and room in the camp. It has 
e.ccording1y been d.ec:lded to take u'om each paid 'forker a minimum of seventy 
I!l8rks, of \'1hich f.ifty· marks are l'eturned to the Oorman economy and h'enty 
al'e held in a, bJ.ockad a.6Cttunt for the IRO.. \1hen Social Security deductions 
(\'1hich have been tc>Jten from DP payrolls from the beginning)and in.come 
taxes, \'/'hich are also ded.ucted from su.ch payrollsr are added to the IRO 
deduction of seventy mar!c3, the average wurker ,rl.ll have very little left. 
It is n:w opinion that the incent;ive to \-fOrk, insofar e.s i t i~ pro-dded by 
German marks t ''lill be substantially affected by thia d~velopment~ 

The DPs, the camp COmlnittees, and the Oentral C!;nmitteeahH"fe~ as you 9an 
\'lel1 imagine, reacted unfavorablY to this innovation" Frali.k:ly, it is my 
.candid opinion that there is no basi~ for allY complaL",t on this score') To 
begin \'1i th" the real incenti-'le :for Jelfrlf.!h DP emplo?ment wasp unt 11 nowp 
provided by the .AJDC supplementA."i;iono The ,·/ol'thless marks wer~ of little 
consequence.. !J:he marks ha.ve sUddimlY become valuable an,d, because of 
their -value, the payment in mark~ is -I.leing seriou~ly curtailedo The AJDO , 
supplementationp . hO....lever, remains €nd~ "IhUe it is not as valuable, measured 
in marks, as it once \'la<l) it still should serve as a substanti91 incentive. 
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IRO PROPOSAL REqUIRING ABLE-:BODIIDl DPS TO :BE EMPLOYED 

When I called to IROts attention that the deduction of seventy marks from 
every employed worker in ca!ll.p administration and pro'ductive ",ork projects, 
coupled ,dth the reduction in compensation, would destroy the incentive to 
work and that IRO \'lould have di£fic'llty finding an adequate number of people 
to manage tae ce.mps~ I learned that H is, proposed to require that all able
bodied persons must accep'l; offered employmen-!i i?-S a condit ion for continuib.g 
t'.:\, receive :rnO careo I see no objection to such a prog::;·~.m\) if the offered 
ei;"· .oyment is confined to work ,"ithin the camp" lVhile such a. program "rill 
n('~e popular "lith the DPs, it is p in rrt:I judgment, desirable from every 
p~\ of viewo 'Able·-bodied people, sh"~lld be requ.lred to perform useful 
\'i~or the camp community for PBYr and it is not unjust to require them 
tpay with uuch income for their careo I learned, however) that the 
'.•ork req'Q.irement program is not to be confined 'lio employment within the 
camp and that it is ~~ite possible that IEO may require DPs to accept 
employment outside of the camp, if offered. I pointed out to IRO that the 
issue was academic, since the currency teform has resulted in a substantial 
increase in UlJ,employment and that the German Labor Office is not likely to 

. offer jobs to DPs. Jeuish or non-Je~;,risho l~evertheless, I emphasized that, 
should economic COn.d:i.'.iions change and jobs be available to Ws, a work pro
gram must be surrounded wi th cer'l;ai~ safeg;uaI!ds particularly designed to 
protect Je\;rish D?s against being reqUired to repair t'lar damage and to do 
other \;rorlt of a demeaning charac·tero I made no pr;ogress in having my point 
of view accepted thus far. The .A:rnlY, at leastp takes the position that it 
is the official pclicy of the American Government to revive Germany, to 
clean up its war damage, and to increase the productivity' of its industrie$. 
In view of that; the DPs ought to be willing to cooperate in cE!.rrying out 
what the Government considers to be the major objectives of the occupation. 

At the moment I still con.sider this :issue theoretical, but it bears t1a.tching 
to make certain that a "work for maintenance if program has adequate safe
guards. 

JEWISH LABOR OOMP.A1"! 

I am plec'.sed to report that the Je1;,!ish Labor Company. which was organized 
some three months ago, is still a going concern.. After some difficulties 
and a probationary period, the group has been accepted ~s part of the 
Armyls regular DP labor comp~o I am sure that, if there were an interest 
in establishing another group, theAr~ would welcome ito At this time I do 
not consider it desirable to urge an expansion of this program. 

IN&D.E9JJACY OF LIAISOlt)TITR POIRO 

I have come to the conclusion that the Jewish agencies operating in DP 

countries are not exploiting to the fullest the opportunities of getting 

the IRa to asgume its full responsibility in meeting the costs ofp~ovi~ 


ing for Jel-dab DPs. As I see the situation; the IRO he.s developed. in 

recent months. a rather unfriendlyattit\lde to,"Ia.rd the Jel-fish DPs.. Its 

origin is in Geneva, and it is primarily an outgrowth of the political 

situation involving emigration to Ie1'ae10 As a result, IRO has been ex

ceedingly uncooperative in facUi tating the most simple arrangements for. 
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official movements of Je~nsh DPs out of Austria and in making it possible 
for the representatives of the Jar? to operate effectively in that area. 
The impression here is that the British members of the IRO executive staft 
wield a tremendvus influen~e and are largely responsible for the cold att~ 
tude to\18.rd Je\dsh interesJIiS :in DP emigration. 

In addition, it has also been my 9bservation that I~udget consciousness" 
on the part of IRO top officials has resulted in serious curtailment in 
1mportant seg1l1ents of DP progr"ams.. !J.lhe accumulation of a substantial sur
plus at tho end of the l~st fiBcal year is quite repX'ehensible ,.,.hen con
sidered in relation to the shortcomings in medical care and, especially, 
in the ~RO provided diet a In order to avoid privation and suffering, the 
voluntary agencies have often been compelled to make outleTS which, in the 
first instance, should. he.ve been made by ~he IRO. 

A capable person assigned to Geneva for the purpo se of "innuencing" IRO 
policy 1I10uld, \dthin a short time, PBlf substantial dividends~ In addition 
to such representations in.Geneva t it is also my opinion that very strong 
representations need to be made to the American officials in \vashington 
res90nsible for IRO pcli0Y. 

Largely as a result of representEl.tions ,,,e made to General OlBlf,Military 
Government in Bavaria has made an intensive study of the extent to whiCh 
Jewish cemeteries have bl'len d.esecrated :in recent months.. Dr. Auerbach, 
the state Commiss1onel' in Ba7aria~ and others have given considerable pub
licity to such van~alismo r urged u?on General Clay that the matter be 
thoroughly investigated and that it may represent not the action of irres
ponsibleyouth, as has been charged, but an organized program of resurgent 
Nazi elements. 

The investigation, copies of \~icn are enclosed for the cooperating organi
zations, failed to establish deliberate desecration. I have no way of 
dispu~ing the findings of this st'U.cly2 It seems ·to have been carefully made 
and can be refuted only by an independent inquiry t which we are not prepared 
to do o Please note that the copies of the repor't are marked "Restricted. If 

DFlELOPM]lNTS IN AUSTRIA.!. 

Since my last report of June 17th, I have made three visits to Austria and 
conferred with Generals Keyes and Balmer and members of the General Staff 
in Vienna, and with General Kendall and his group in Salzburgo The sit~ 
tion in Austria is quite stable~ The number of DPs in Vienna is rapidly 
being reduced, and it has already been suggested that the RoUschild Hosp~
tal be returned to the local community and reestablished as a medical center. 
Such a step would in itself mark a turning point in the Je\>lish DP problem. 
Nearly 150,000 Je\"s from Poland, Rumania, and other countries, have passed 
through the halls of this inst Hut ion. \fuen 1 was there two weeks ago, the 
building was half empty, and infiltration from bordering countries had come 
to a complete standstill. For a brief period I thought that the recent anti
Semitic outburst in Slovakia might touch off a mass exodus of the 5,000 
Je\1S in that country and the,t Vienna would again be forced to play the role 
that it did in the mass ,flights from Poland and Rumaniao Fortunately, this 
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did not materialize. First-hand reoorts that have reached me on the situation 
in Slovakia indicate the.t the Communists ,'1111 do everything tt;) prevent. the si
tua.tion from det1:lriorating. It "lould seem that they cannot afford the "public 
rele.tions" aspect of pogroms \'1i thin their sphere of influence. 

In the U. S. Zone, Austria, no serious probleDl3 appear to be in the offing. Dr. 
Kurt Lewin has been recognized, subject to the approval of the State Department, 
as the Israeli represent~tive for the purpose of issuing visas. He advise~'that 
he hopes to be able to move between 500 and 1,000 persons per month either 
through Italy or Germany 0 At that rate, the Austrian Je,..dsh DP problem could be 
liquidated in a relatively short time, since, in my judgment, there are no more 
than 13,000 people in the Austrian DP camps. 

~ISC:;m:,LAfTEOUS IT1llMS 

I. i'Torld Je~ Cgp.gr,1tS..i" I attended the sessions of the World Jewish 
Oongress for t\1O dRYS in rilontreux. It gave me an opportunity to confer 
with DP representatives. from the British Zone and Italy and to appear 
before the Special Oommission selected by the Congress to draft resolu
tions on these problems. Several delegates to the Congress came to Ger
many after the sessions to confer with the Central Committee and, in . 
general, to survey the DP situation. 

2. Camp Survei[!\. Ohaplain Loui s :Bar ish, \'ho has been r..dded to my staff I 

visited about th:;'l>ty-five Je',tish Dl> camps in the past six weeks. He oon
ferred \'lith the camp committees and brought back a reali.s·Uc picture of 
the actual situation in each of the installations he vi s1ted. I have re
quested him to complete the survey and to visit all of the insta.llations 
within the next couple of ,,,,eeks. A copy of liis notes containing his o~ 
s~rvations can be made available, if you are interested. 

3. Je,dsh Restitution Successor Organization. On June 23rd, Military 
Government formally recognized the Jewish Restitution Successor Organiza
tion as the successor agency for Jewish property under the Restitution 
La"l. Due to the absence of Irwin Hason, ,,rho had accepted its directorship. 
the Organize.tion remained inactive until the end of July. When it becmne 
known that lllfrb Ml:.son would not return to Germany to assume his duties, 
I-tr. Joel Fisher, General European Oounsel fo.r the AJDC, came in and, in 
the span of about three weeks, made considerable progress in putt ing the 
organization on a wor~ing basis. He has been succeeded by Ivir, Benjamh 

Ferencz, former Executive Oounsel to General Telford Taylor at the Nurn
berg l'far Orimes trials. 14r. Ferencz will serve as the Director. 

The delay in getting the Organi zation recognized and started in its opera
tions is most unfortunate, iil viel,'l of the fact that all claims nmst be 
filed before December 31st of this year. It is my impression that General 
Olay will helve to be, urged to extend the date for filing claims" I raised 
this matter with him about three mon'lihs ago, and he did not look \'lith favor 
upon it at that time& 

4. Je\'lish CulturalJrcpert:y:. Together ,'lith Dr. Joshua Starr, representing 
Jetdsh Cultural Reconstruction, Inc., I revie"led ,"ith General Olay the dis
position of the cultural prop~rty at the Offenbach Archival Depot. I pre
sented to the General a memorrndum prepe,red by Dr. Starr. requesting that 
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the cul turr,l property at the Depot be tUrned over to the Jewish Cultural 
Reconstruction for distribution to Je,;,hh institutions in Israel and else
"/hereo The General looked "lith fnvor upon this procedure but would not 
undertake tQ transfer title to this org8.nization, or to the Successor Or
ganization, until ~he State Department specificallY approved such an . 
arrangement.. At our request p he is cabling the State Department, asking 
for their approval" It is my fear that the state De:part.:nent will raise, 
many questiolls. 8..'1d the solution of this problem 1IJilltake about as long as 
it took to set up the Successor Organization.. ' 

5. jaencies Se~~~~~~. The heads of all the Jewish agencies 
operating in Germany met in Heidelbergo Eighteen people, representing the 
several agencies~ participated in an all day discussion of the current 
situation and the outlooko The agenda listed below will give you an idea 
of the, subject matters discussed. 

l~ 	 Revie,,, of Current Developments in'Influencing Jel1ish DP Situation 

20, 	 I~igration Outlook Next Twelve Months 

all Effect of United Statos Legisla'i;ion 

bo Pro3pectsfor Movement to Israel 

co Other countries 


3, 	 IRO and Im~lgration to Israel 

4.. 	 Program Implications of Immigration Picture 
What changes in lmphasis in _~enciesr Programs are Suggested 
by Immigration Outlook - onVocational Training - on Increase 
in w·ork Opportunities - on ;"I4eans Tes't" - on ilPub1ic Re1ationa" 

5, 	 Currency Reform and DPs 

6. 	 Special Problems 

a!l "Recru:i tment:r in Camps 

b t Camp Consolidation 

c.. Rest i tu tiian 

d~ JeltTish Labor Company 

e. Press Relat:l.ons 

fo Ant!-Semitism in Germany 


6. IRO Apuropriation !!!1d DP Caw.i!l..!1. The U.S. Appropriation :Bill, contain
ing IRO funds, provided that after January l~ 1949. IRO could not make avail 
able toUPs, a ,greater number of calories than is available to the indigenous 
pOpule.tiono At the time when the bill was under discussion, it was anticipa
ted that after January 1st there would be a reduction ~ about 300 calories 
per person per day, since IRO DP c8.1ory distribution was that much higher 
than the prevailing number of oF-tories, available to Gemons. According to 
my present information, it is now estimated that the average caloric value a 
Germ?n will get next year will be about 2230. If this materializes, it will 
not be necessary for the DP ration to be cut. since that ration is now about 
2200. 

7. _Snecia~1"Ve:[!!.. Dr. Herman, Gray of the American Je",dsh Committee has 
been in Germany for about three weeks and has conferred with officials of 
Military Government in German governmental departments, DP camp committees, 
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the Central Committee, and agency heads. I have suggested to him certain areas 
of inquiry, \..rhich he has explored during his stay hero. 

At my request, ~~o Harry Greenstein, Executive Director of the Ealt~ore Jew
ish "Ielfare Federation, came t·:> Germany for an intensive inquiry into several 
aspects of the DP situation. Rro Greenstein will be here for a period of 
about six \1J'eeks and, with I'4ajor Hyman ~ s colla.-ooration, is making a thorough . 
analysis of the vocational training programp the work projects, the emigration 
outlook, and other significant phasea of the DP problem in Germany and ·Austria. 
He is to prepare n l'~r)Ort for me which willr in my opinion, serve as ....he basis 
for program recomm~m(l.ation8 for the ensuillg hl'el1?'e months" As soon as this 
is completed, about the J?liddle of September, it. ,dll be I'Bviewed with the 
agency heads in Germru:y and Austria and the~uropean directors of these organi
zations loc~ted in Faris. After such a revie\,;, I \'1ill submit it to the five 
cooperating organizations as.p~t of my next reporto 

A PERS01TATJ IrOTE 

I am sure that by now the coopere.Hng agencies are aware of the change in 
my plans to return home. intima fer t;he lTniversity term l-atein September. 
I have set my personal plans aside e.nd have agreed to sJiiay on until the 
opening of the second term of the University in February. I shall definitely 
return to the States sometime in' January. I hope t t~erefore, that the agen
cies will give serious considere..tion, and prefe....ably ifithout waiting until 
the end of the yeer, to the selection at' my successoro 

Since~ely yours, 

(signed) 

tlILLIAl.f HABER 
Advise:- on Je\·/ish Affairs 



OFFICE OF NILITARY GOVERl~4mT FOR .:BAVARIA 
INTEtLIGEl~OE DIVISION 

MUNICH, G-EFllIANY .APO 407 US A.ID1Y 

MaGI 30 June 1948 

SUBJECT: Inspection of Je\'Iish Cemeteries 

TO: RESTRICTED 


1. LIST OF REPORTED llESEOat,TIOU OF JE'r;iISR CEMETERIES 1948~ 

HOCHBERG (LK ~tuerzburg)------------------------19 March 

BAD NEUSTADT (LX Neustadt )-----------------....-------25 March 

KOEU GSROm (LX Koenigshofen)-----------~----------25 March 

HEIDINGSFELD (SX liuerzQurg)-------------------------29 March 

ANs:BACH (LX Ansbach)--------------------------- 1 April

ZECltERN' (LK Hoechsnadt)------------------------ 9 kpril 

SCHORFLOCH (LX Dinkelsbuehl)---------------_------17 April 

KAEI13ACH (LX Marktheinenfeld) ---------------~--2l April 

WILLMARS (LX I4:ellrichstadt) -----------------:---25 J.pril 


*ROEDELSEE (LK Kitzingen)---------------------- 5 Ma;y 

*LAUDENBACH (LK Karstadt)-------------------------- .5 Mar 

$RARBl.1IlG (LX Donauwoerth)----------------------- 9 May 


mALMESSINCt (LX Hllpoltstein) ---------------------11 Ma1 

*HOERSTEIN (LX Alzenau)------~-------------------13 ~ 

*BAD REUSTADT (LK Neustadt) ----------------------- 6 June 

'HASSFU:RT (LK Hassfurt) --~--~------------------- 6 June 

2. SCOPE; On 11 and 12 June the unders~ed visited six of the cemeteries as 
a spot check. His findings (memo 15 June, atte.chad) failing to sUbstantiate the 
reports, he inspected the rema~ing cemeteries excepi; HOERSTEIN which was in
spected by the Deputy Director of the Division. This report is confined to 
evidence revealed at the sites. Local opinion is exclUded. 

3. fJENEI:!.&: Jewish cemeteries in Franconia and Swabia are typically several 

centuries old, wholly uncared for, and isolated from their communities. That 

these conditions are not unrelated to· damaged headst.ones is evident from the 


--Jewteh 	e.~etery at Wu.erzburg, ,,,,hich is· atypical in every respect. This modern 
cemetery, to which access can be obtained only via the resident custodian, suf
fered no desecration, even under the Nazis. One result of recent pUblicity of 
"9-esecrations ll is en improvement in protection of the cemeteries. 

4. READSTOlm: In the Je\dsh cemeteries headstones Here formerly a single slab. 
commonly of, sandstone. An approximate type would measure4 l - Of) x 1 t - 6" x 6". 
About 1/4 of the length was set belo\'! grade a¢ the soft earth tamped around it 
for support. As rains settled the ~arth the stone ,,,,ould shift and once off the 
verticle its eventual declination ,ms assured. Dtlring the last century the use 
of foundation stones became g~neralo The headstone - no", more frequently of 
"composition" - ,vas set flush .on the foundation ,'lith cement or ,dth short dowel 
pins, or in a shallow mortiseo ~ile the foundation stone (still without ade
quate bedding) mi~lt itself have been more stable, once off the verticle its 
headstone l s position was critical•.At this point any additional settling, 

• 	 :Based on reports from Dr. P. AUERBAClt, :Bavarian State Oommissioner for racial 
and political perseeutees. 
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pressure from ,dnd or encourageme~t from a child ",ould overthrot'l it. Headstones 
falling in neglected Je\·rish cemeteries may therefore be considered a continuous 
process involvirig ~o human agency. This condition has been elaborated because 
such suggestions from the Landpolizei have met bitter resentment in emotionel17
s~nsitive quartel·so (See AUERBACrris letters, attached.) 

5. FORMER NAZI DESCRATIOUS t'lere in several cases reported as recent. It was 
observed "lllere desecration occurred under the Nazis smashed name plaques and 
defaced inscriptions inv~riably accompanied upset headstones. Malignant violence 
is so consistently evident that it is.referred to, in this report, as the Nazi 
technique of d~secr9::;ion. This Hazi technique of desecration generally involved 
the application of considerable force: stabile mo~ern headetones with wide bases 
are also upset. Vnless evidence of one of these characteristics accompanies 
evidence of recent disturbance, it must be assumed that some less malignant 
agency is:present. 

6. THE RESTORATION OF DES::CRATED J"ElqSH CEl.fETERIES nr 1945. as ordered by Mil i
tary Government, "JaS variously accomplished. At best, fallen headstones \-lere set 
up on any foundation stones \'1ithout the meagre stability originally enjoyed 
(para 5) and are easily unbalanced" There are cases where these have fallen and 
been reported as desecrations. There are also cases ,.,here the 1945 )yIil. GoVe 

order ,,,as ignored and the former desecrations are now rediscovered. and reported 
as recent. 

7. EVIDEl:TCE FRm4 THE CD4ETERIES: (In chronological order of reported descrations.: 

HOCHBERG (LX iiuerzburg). reported 9-19 March 1948. 

The cemetery is on high ground approximately 100 yards from the community. It 
is possibly two acres in area, surrounded by a 5' ,,,all in good repair but easy 
to climb. being wide and flat on top. The iron gate is padlockedo 

The cemetery was extensively desecr~ted by the Nazis and is one of the rare 
examples where base stones were upset. Even the wider type of headstone in this 
cemetery is apt to be very unstableo . Some have been strengthened by supports ot 
3/4n iron pipe or 1/4" iron rods t weighted at the ground and cement~d into the 
back of the headston~ slab at the tOPe In spite of this, one headstone has fal
len and could have done so through settling of the foundation stone. This ceme
tery (the first reported) is one of the fe"l l!lhich appears to show evidence of 
recently,:,"fallen stones' in the pits uncovered by t"10 upset foundation blocks. 
there is no sign of plant life although a lush growth is fo~d immediately sur
rounding. Though this is not conclusive, it should be noted that the yondition 
was not encountered in any of the other fourteen cemeteries. This evidence is 
unaccompanied by recent defacing or evidence of the use of instruments. It must 
be concluded that the st~mes could have fallen without human agency. Reports 
that from 70 to 108 headstones were overturned in Harch could not be substantiated 
from a study of the site, 

:BAD ~tEUSTADT (LX liTeustadt) t reported 25 March. 6 June 1948. 

The cemetery is. about 1/2 mile from the community and \ms totruly unfenced. at 
the time of the reported desecration (a fence has since been erected by the.local 
:Buergermeister). It is on a path taken by children on their way to school. The 
cemetery was desecrated by Uazis in 1938 and Ifrestored 1t on IvIG order in 1945. Some 
examples of insecure headstones were still standing at the time of this inspection 
but a m~jority of the most accessible had fallen as if systematically upset. . 
Youthful offenders have been reported apprehended and a''laiting trial for this 
offense. 
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The cemete.ry has since been· restored. The circumstances in this case iodice,ted 
children from the beginningo There is no physical proof of anti-Semitic motive 
on the part of the offenderso Nazi tecllniques of defacement a1'e absent. 

KO£'TIGSHOFEi~ (LK I{oenigshofen) , reported 25 Narch 1948: 

This is a small cemetery (not more then 45 headstones) approximately i mile from 
the community, surrounded by a cypress hedge l1h1ch affords no barrier. The gate, 
however, is kept lock~do Most of the headstones are of this century and imprints 
On the ground ShO\1 \'.!here several had reposed for a considerable period before be
ing recently replaced~ There is no evidence here of human agency concerned in 
upsetting stones and no trace of the Nazi defacing tecllniques. 

BEIDIltGSFELD (LK tfuerzburg), reported 29 Narch 19480 

This cemetery is in the comnrunity and is surrounded by a high stone \18.11 in good 
repairo surmounte9. by three ~trands of barbed ''lire. It is kept locked and the 
key is obtained from an adjacent gardner through ,...hose walled premises it is 
necessary, to pass.. At the rear of' the cemetery~ huever, a partially concealed 
path mounts from '(jhe RR,-Stati~Jn and l1here ,.t joins the ...ral1 the latter is but 
5:0" high. At this point a sapling \'lith convenient branches grO\fS end scars in 
its form indicate i~s com~on use as a stepo 

Directly under this lo'll~ poirlt in the ~...a11 8 series of upset headstones begins. 
The Kriminalpo11zei assert that these stones were standing in February of this 
year but the evidence of moss and overgrowth and the manr.er in \V'hich the fallen 
slab~ have settled into the ground, strongly contradicts that assertion and (in 
the undersigned~s,opinion) is more convincing than testimony. The Stadtpolizei l s 
conclusion, l1obviously politically motivated", is unsubstantiated by any evi
dence on the site~ However, access to this cemetery, if not vri th the kno"rledge 
of the ke,r custodian, would have to be very cButious to avoid observation. 

In a,garden on the opposite side of the cemetery from the entrance, half a dozen 
hea.dstones and one name-plaque \-/ore discovered in use as the margin of a garden 
walk. Their origin from the adjacent cemetery would be obvious to any one and 
it is believed that such flaunted contumaoy warrants early prosecution. (The 
l-iG Coordinator and Inspector of Branch nAn has been informed.) 

Al'1SBACH (LK Ansbach), reported 1 April 1948 

This oemetery, entirely exposed and on the Edge of a lege community, seems to 
have been long,regarded by the neighbors as a source of cut stone and it is 
alleged by US personnel that at least one headstone cutter commonly resorted 
to this. quarry. There are few headstones left in ,V'hat was once a l~ge cemeter;y\ 
and few evidences that others were ever hereD On this investigation it was foun( 
that Dr. AUERBACH's action following the April report had obtained results: the 
former ston~ \V'all 'l'ras being rebu:l.1t; a US ...ri tness stated that he had recently 
seen monuments lying in pieces 9n the ground, which had novi been restored with 
great skillo Recent restoration in this cemetery has destroyed \that evidence 
of desecration may have 'existed., 

ZECKZRN (LK Hoechs·badt). reported 9. April 1948. 

This cemetery is approxim~tely ! mile from the nearest small community, and 
a.bout 6 miles from a community of any size. It is exceptionally large, con
taining some 4,000 graves. Probably due to its solitary location it was little 
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disturbed in the Nazi period. 

It is pe.rtly surrounded by an old wall •. partly by ,fire fence, but mostly un
enclosed although the approach leads through an iron gate to l'Thic{l a "custodian" 
who lives 50 yds a\'Iay mainta:f.ns the key,,· T\'lo headstones. accessible with diffi
culty tlu-ough thick undergrot-rth, sho\-, evidence of recent breakage. Foundation 
settling appee.rs the most likely cause. It is note\'1orthy that the attached morgu, 
of three rooms t'Thich offer \'Iall surfaces to slogan writers has not been defaced 
in any \,ray. There is no evidence of recent desecration.. (This "case" was re
ported on the radio; a butcher \'las takon. into custody, IIconfessed ll damaging 
headstones in order to obtain the custodianship and later wi thdre\'1 the "con
fession". Evidence is lacking on the siteo) 

SCHORFLOCR (LK Dinkelsbuehl). reported 17 April 1948 

The cemetery of about 5 acres is sUrrounded by a high sto~e wall (rece~tly re
paired), surmounted by barbed \dre. It is adjacent to t£,i,e village and though 
the gate is not locked~ a conspicuous t'laming totl"espassers is posted!:> There 
are numerous headstones since 1900 as '.1ell as the older. ones in derel:i ct con
ditiono jJIany of the ~e\'1er headstones suffered Nazi desecration but have been 
more competently replaced than in most. other cemeterieso There is no evidence 
of recent desecration., .Possibly it ''las erased by recent and thorough restora
tions as in the case of JU1SBACH, above. 

KARBACH (LK Marktheidenfeld), repol"ted 21 April 1948 

The cemetery is' approximately a mile from th~ community but only 2 miles from 
Marktheidenfeldo It is surrounded by a 5'0" \oJall broken at one point where 
steps have been placed to a.ff~l·d easy a.:lcess. Appar!'3ntlyno restoration has 
been undertaken since i~azi desecrations, nor any check of German iJ11plementation 
of the 1945-MG-order was made.. lihile there is no positive evidence of recently 
overthrown headstones, many of those standing are far off verticle. The evi
dence 9f t"lenty headstones upset by lifazis and left thus, as of no concern, , 
would afford a poor example to small boys overflowing f~om the nearby football 
gro1lI+d. Nine juveniles were apprehended for the desecrations reported here. 
In the list of neglected cemeteries this is outstanding. 

lfiLLMARS (LK Mellrichtstadt), reported 25 April 1948 

The cemetery is 3/4 mile from the comparatively isolated community, and only a 
few hundred. yards from the Sovzone border. In spite of fairly competent 
restoration, evidences of Nazi desecration are visible: spasmodic defacing and 
heavy blows. Four name pla.ques are dotm.. Since the reports a ne\<1 gate has been 
fitted, (no lock) and a no..'tl'espassing warning posted. A group of local children, 
accus1~g one another, have admitted pushing over headstones, prior to the April 
report. Restoration has removed evidence of thiso The cemetery is now relativel; 
intact. 

ROEDELSEE (LIt Kitzingen), reported 5 14:ay 1948 

A cemetery of about 8 acres surrounded by. an intact stone wall and gate. It is 
nearly tuo miles removed from the community and ha$had caretakers since 1861" 
In 19:38 a thorough desecration took place. Eve~ fallen stones ,,,ere not in
Dequently broken into small piec~s~ Work of repair is proceeding in the,ceme
tery but there was not much restoration in 1945- Pieces of headstones r~ 
ne8aypiled rather than replaced. There is no evidence of recent damage. The 
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caretaker (who ''lorks on the grounds) maintains that there has been no recent 
damagf). It would seem likely that recent report \'laS based on the 1938 dese
crations. 

LAUDENBACH (LK Ke.rstad t ), reported 5 May 1948 

A very early cemetery seve?a1 miles from the nearest community. half enclosed 
by the remains of a stone wall. This cemetery has not been damaged. The Land
polizei in expla:r;>.ation state that the report originated from an individual no,., 
undergoing examination as a mental case ,,,ho habitually makes false reports to 
the local policeo 

HARBURG (LK Donau\11Oorth), reported 9 May i948 

The cemetery encloses ap?roximately 5 acres and cont~ins several hundred stones 
of an early periodo It is 3/4 mile from the nearest community, surrounded by an 
effective '1all and a ~tout door which is l·:ept locked. .Among the. ne\"ler monuments 
(dating to 1941) there are st~ll some examples of Nazi desecration: neme p~ue 
defacing and smashingo One misplaced plaque on the ground has been in its pre
sent position for a long timeo The ce:netery is in relatively good condition 
without evidence of recent desecration and some evidence that care was shown in 
th~ 1945 restoration~ . , 

THALMZSSING (LK Hilpoltstein), reported 11 M~ 1948. 

The cemetery is abo~t i mile from the small community and is surrounded by a. 
wall I partly broken~ The desecration under the lTazis \'Tas not great but in the 
1946 restorntion a number of headstones ,,,ere place~ on the urong foundation 
stones. These stones are very unstable.' Some attempt was made to wedge them 
to a verticle position by using Chips of s~ndstoneo They expose a wide surface 
to the prevailing \-dnd, could easily be ups~t by a gust, and the three which 
,."ere re:oorted d9\tn (they had been replaced at the time of the investigation) 
were in fact the three most windward stones. The report of desecration here is 
evidently fa! see 

ROERSTEIN (LK Al zenau). reported 13 Nay 1948 

(This cemetery was visited by the Deputy Director of the Intelligence Division). 

~he cemetery is apout a mile from the community and contains about two hundred 
graves. Four stones might have been upset by lJlind or pushed over by children, 
one even recently. One headstone has a corner missing. tte exposed surface in
dicating a break one to five years old. There is no evidence of deliberate 
desecration in the cemetery, the upset stones appeE:l.ring to have fallen pO'ssibly • 
but not evidently - with the aid of children. One one headstone could have 
been damaged ,,,ithin the last year and this might also have occurred through 
natural causes or childrenp 

1IASS~ (LK Hassrur'h). reported 6 June 1948 

The cemetery is several miles from'the community and partially enclosed by the 
remains of a ~IDll now in disrepairo In the old part there is a thick brush 
and no evidence of an:;; desecration... In the net-Ier part there are a fe'!fl evidences 
of Nazi desecration but not of recent dateo The morgue adjoining is in dis
repair but unmarred by Nazi graffiti. However. there is recent evidence of 
cattle sheltering in this building. a type of desecration not else,,,here en
countered~ So long as the cemetery remains only partially enclosed or \dthout 
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guardianship, deliberate intention on the part of the Ot'mer of the cattle might 
be-herd to prove. 

8. COl!CLUSIOU: :From the evidence. ot the cemeteries it t·Ti11 be seen that 
malignant desecrEtion of the Had pattern ·is not proved to have occUrred since 
19450 Uhere damage is actually recent it may - ",here a human agency is required 
heve been caused by children~ In most of the sites, hO':lever, no human agency 
would he.ve been necessary to cause the damage (if any) reported as desecration. 
The stat.e of disrepair into vlhich these Jeuish cemeteries h£'.ve been permitted 
to lapse is sUgGested as ~he chief cause of the recent, desecration reports. 
The secondary cause is ~onsidered to lie in inadequate implementation of the 
1945 MG Restoration Ordero In numerous cases the unrestored Nazi desecrations 
'Vlere reported as recent., In most cases the example of fallen headsto~es was 
giv~ to children. In rare cases restoration was carefully conducted. In a 
fevl recent cases restoration may have re:noved evidence of deliberate desecra
tion. 

This report fails to establish deliberate desecrations. It finds generally 
serious neglect by Ge:c'll1an communitiesat' their responsibility to','1ardJe,nsh 
cemeteries, and in most cases a sudden recognition of their responsibility, 
s~nce the desecration reports. ' 

9. 	RECOMME1TDATION: 

.a. 	That a cOpy of this report be fort-larded. for information, to L &, S 

Officers in the areas in t-Thich desecrations 'VTere reported. 


~. That all L &, S Officers be requested to familiarize themse1v~s with 
Jetdsb cemeteries in their areas, and to see p1ens sha.rlng the present 
state of e~.ch cemetery ''lhich Le.ndpo1izei posts are preparing. (In the 
event of future allegations this should aid L .& S Officers in reporting 
on the basis of a second. or comparf,tive, personal visit.) 

~. L & S. Officers should observe progress in repairing cf'llIletery enclosures. 
'\fuere this e.ppea.rs inadequate the ceuse should be determined and assis
tance rendered the community in completing the project• 

.!i. 	Local Landpo1izei posts should be appraised by Military Government . 

interest and encouraged to keep the L &, S Officers informed. Reports 

of the Landpo1izei are consistently objective and generally reliable. 


~. 	The .1945 HG Restoration Order should be ~nforced. Restorations should be 
checked by L &. S OfficEnl untU compl-eted. The poor example of cemeteries 
permitted to continue in a desecrated state can be considered nesponsible 
for some of the actions of children. 

!. Consideration ~lould be given to releasing a few stories for German press 
and re.~io on the restoration of the cemeteries, their historic background 
and interest, and the morcl reflection c£ desecrations upon a community or 
people. 

http:e.ppea.rs
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10• .REC011MElTDATION FOR COiifi1ElJDATIOH, etc~ 

,a. 	 Tha.t the Landpolizei be specifically commended for their reporting 
of this,subjecto 

h. 	That Dro AUERBACH be cOIllI!lended for his part in the present restoration 
of cemeteries rather than for the accuracy of his reportinga 

(s~gned) 

R~ O. i"lARTINDALE 
Director 
Intelligence Division 

RESTRICTED 

444r~/14/48-40-'K:RG~ e,,, 
REL 4714 
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June 11:1, 194RMEMO 

To : The Members of the Office Committee 
From Kurt R. Grossman 

. , . ----.-----~ 
. , ..._~ttached please find the latest, r€tJc5rf ~rom' I:rof, J1;if.Jj,.s!!l.L~) 

''''''''''"'~~''!:J dated June 6, submitted to the 5 organizations. This . 
.' .,~' report is of importance in vie\'! of the fo.ct that it r:~s VJI'itten. 

after the creation of Israel. 

4297-6/l8/1$-30-KRG:iw ' 
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APO 403, . c/o Postmaster 

New York, Ne~i York 

June 10, 1948 

Mr. Meir Grossman 

Direotor of Department of OVerseas Relations 

American Jewish Oonferenoe 

521 Fifth Avenue 

New Yorkl?, New York. 


For transmission to: 	 Amerioan Jewish Committee 
Am'erioan Jewish Conferenoe 
Amerioan Joint Distribution Committee 
Jewish Agenoyfor Palestine 
World Jewish Oongress 

Dear Mr. Grossman: 

Al though it was my plan to submit to you monthly a survey of the 
situat10n here, I oonoluded that I oould wait with this report
until severa.l weeks had passed beyond the deolaration of the Jewish 
State. In the final analysis, the approaoh to our problem and its 
ult1mate solution rests almost entirely upon what takes place
in Palestine, and I thougnt I could be more ooncrete after the 
situation in Palestine haq crystallized. 

1. The Si tuation in GenftraJ. 

Obviously, the moet sfgnificant development in the total picture

iathe emergence of Israel as a Jewish State and the impaot that 

this has had on the peopl~. Judging from the earnest and 

spontaneous oelebrations that gre.eted this event and from the 

interest in and the day to day reactions to the progress of ~~nts 

in Palestine, I am convinced that it is fool1sh to pursue

the inquiry whether the DP's do or do not want to go to Palestine. 
In the first plaoe, I ~ind that there is an overwhelming enthusiasm 
for Palestine, refleoted in the reg~stratlon of over seventy per
oent of the'people and 1n the inoreasing tempo of the reoruitment 
program. In the seoond plaoe, .wheni t fina.lly· beoomes olea.r that 
there are no resettlement opportunities outside of Palestine 
and if the Senate immigration bill is·sustained by the House, it 
will surely have that effect ~jnost of the people will aooept
that faot as inesoapable and will oast their lot with those who 
by choioewant to go to Palestine. 

The above may serve as further o'om.!ient on the Klausner report.
In the past few weeks, members of my staff and I have 'unoffioiallf 
attended a number of fa1-ewell gatherings for men 'iho hav.e volun
teered for military service in Israel. When we see entire 
camps turn out for suoh events and hear reoruits, who are 
identified as blaokmarket operato,rs exhort their fellow Jews to 

"abandon their golden oalf and join in the defense of their 
country", we feel that, even under existing oonditions, the 
DP' s viill emigrate to Israel c..S rapidly as the new State 'Nill 
accept them. 
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I am happy to be able to report that there is a good deal of 
sympathy and support for Israel among the looal military authori- . 
ties. On May 15 I had a oonferenoe with General Clay. It was an 
unusually warm oonferenoe. The General expressed his profound
interest in the new State, was happy that it had oome into being.
and stated that he was a.lways for an iridependent nationa.l homeland 
for the Jewish people. He told me that he wanted to partioipate
in the oelebration of the event sponsored by the Centra.l Committee 
and scheduled to be held in Munich on 18 May, but was preoi~ded 
from doing so by a meeting that he had to attend in London. The 
only misgiving that he had about the declaration of the State was 
one of timing and suggested that some form of trusteeship might
have been more advisable under existing condi tions. He fel t that. 
while the Jews oould aohieve an immediate military victory ov.er 
the Arabs, they would not succeed in a long war of attri tion. 
In any event he, as well as his. subordinates, have assured me that . 
they would dO everything within their power to assist in the 
migration of JewiSh DP'sto Palestine• 

.Slnoe my la.st report, I have had periodic sessions with Generals 
Olay, Huebner, and Harmold, and have also conferred with Generals 
Whi te{before his departure from the Zone), Hays (the Deputy
Military Governor in Berlin), and with Military Gover.nment 
officials. These conferences indicate certain attitudes and 
trends with regard to camp consolidation, anti-Semitism, immigr~~
tion, and extension.· of German police control over DP camps. These 
arid similar proble.ms are referred to in this report. 

You may be interested in the aspect of the current situation in 
the oamps. During the past few months, the leadership in many 

oamps has been seriously weakened because the most capable and 

disoiplined people have left for Palestine. There has. been a. 

substantial turnover in camp committee membership, in camp police.

and in camp administration. In some camps, most of the nurses 

have left for Palestine. The same is true 9f many doctors. The 

IRO is ~eriously ooncerned about this and is beginning to question

whether self-a~inistre.tion of the JeWish DP oamps can be main

tained if the drain of oamp leadership and specialized personnel

continues. We have reviewed this problem with theDlrector of 

the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine and emphasized the importanoe of 

some "deferment" for suoh personnel in oonnection with the ourrent 

~obil1zationn. It is my impression that most of the young men. 
are already gone and that such °reserves D as remain will go in the 
next four to six weeks. The drain will then oome to an end•. 
Nevertheless, it is our view that, as a result of this loss of key
people in Munioh and in the camps, the Sheari tb: Ha~_ tar has been 
weakened in leadership and discipline. How serious this is will 
depend upon the speed with whioh.general immigration gets under 
way. ' ' 

2. Oonsolig&tion of Camps. 

Ever since my arrival, the closing of Zeilsheim, oneo! the oldest 
as well as one of the best camps, has been a subjeot of frequent
discussion. Its proximity to our Headquarters in Frankfurt made 
it particularly vulnerable to attack. The camp became synonymous 
with large-soale black market operations. 

http:proble.ms


· . 
Even a man as sympathetio and as soft-spoken as General White once 
referred to this oamp before me in verY bitter terms. Right 
or wrong, the attitude here has been that this oamp is no credit to 
the Command. Finally, about the middle of April, General Huebner 
ordered the oamp closed. In spite of its reputation, I was 
prepared to put up a fight to retain it~ largely because I felt ' 
that the plaoe offered the people a degree of comfort and because 
I, was oonvinoed that its general reputation was exaggerated. 

However, When the proposition was put ·to me that the camp had to be 
closed as a nmilitary neoess1ty" and 'that its 250 housing units 
were to be occupi~d by American dependents, I had no choice but to 
yield. 'Thereupon, I sugge~ted a program of liquidation that I 
thought wa.s humane and that I believed could be effected wi thout 
~ni.1ing into serious resistanceQn the part of the people. ' , 
Acoording to my proposal, (a) the announcement of the elosing of 
tl1e oamp would be postponed until several 'Reeks' after 15 May.; " 
~) about 15 June, the camp residents would be told that milita~ 
necessity demanded that the camp be closed by 1 September; (cltha 
camp would be gradu.~lly liquidated by permi tting the people to 
choose any camp in the Zone where they might find space to 
aocommodate them; and (4) on 1 September, the camp wou.ld be closed4 
General Hu.ebner thought this proposal reasonable and conferences 
followed with the view of implementing it. It did not take long 
to learn that the people bitterly resented the suggestion that they
move,this fall. The only Aliyah in which they were interested 
is one from Zeilsheim to Israel. They considered it oruel for the 
Army to cause them to search for, quarters in, other camps in 
Germany while they are now engaged in making final preparations 
to leav,e Germany for good. They' refused to believe that military
neoessity diotated the move, insisted that the liqu.idation of the 
camp had beoome an issue in the local German election campaign,

,and were certain that the hou.ses were going to 

be retu.rned to their former German occupants as a further con- ' 

ceSSion to the "over-ooddled" Germans. In any event, they

threatened that the people were in suoh a mood that they would 

raze the houses to the ground arid would move only if evioted 

bodily by the troops, and cllmaxe,d their arguments with the 
prediction, IEn~and had its Exodus, the Americans will have their 
Zeilsheimn. ' On a more rational level, they suggested that a, 

substantial part of the camp would, or oould, by 1 January 1949 J 


be emptied by migration to Israel and urged that I intervene ' 

with the authorities to. get an extension to that date. 

Although I w,as not partioularly sanguine about getting the move 
postponed beyond 1 September~ I felt that it was my duty to report 
to the authorities what they might expect in the way of resutanc~. , 
In the meantime, Major Hyman, who represented me at a meeting in, ': 
Heidelberg, where the final plans for the liquidation of the oamp 
were to take shape, reported tome that the plans called for the 
closing of Zeilsheim by 3QJune and that, following this liqui
dation, and at 15 day intervals, Stuttgart West, Lampertsheim. 
and Heidenbeim would be closed. ' 

I was not too greatly exeroised Over the date of 30 June for 
Ze1lsheim because I felt, as was later oonfitmed, that this was an 
er~ron the part of a memb~r of General HarlOld 1s, staif. 



I was also prepared for the news ons,tuttgart Vlest because that 
camp, situated in the capital of Land Wuerttemberg-Baden, where 
the Oonstabularyhas recently moved, shares the unsavory reputation
of Zeilshelm asa blaok market oenter. 'However, the extension of 
the oonsolidation plans to fnolude Lampertheim and Heidenheim put 
the program into an entirely new light. These four camps, plaoed 
on the blook" happen to be four of only six good oamps in the ' 
entire Zone. Although I felt that some consolidation is 
necessary and lOgioal" in view of the shrinka.ge. of the DP popula.
tion"I thought. that this type of. oonsolidation was consolidation 
with a vengeanoe. . I .promptly conferred with General Huebner and 
advised strongly against the simultaneous liquidation of the best 
oamps in the Zone" poi,nting out that suoh,a move was not only
oppressive, but that it would injure the gOOd reputation the 

Army had aoquired in dea.ling humanely wi th this problem. General 
Huebner indicated that .the plans for the liquidation of Lampert
helm and Heide'nheim were in the most tentative stage. As to my 
report on the attitude of the people in Zeilaheim" a.lthough he 
was obviously angry and disappointed, he announoed that he would, 
under no oiroumstanoes" use troops to. get the people out of Zeila-, 
helm. "By God"" said he; "I'll have no Jewish inoident on my
oonsoienoe. n General Harrold subsequently told me ,that the liqui
dation of Lampertheim and Heidenheim was still in the talking 
stage. 

The olosing of Zeilsheim was left in abeyanoe. By the middle of 
this week" I am to hear from General Harrold the ~inal thinking on 
this matter. . However, regardless of what the authori ties deoree. 
I am definitely of the opinion that the people in the camp must 
take the initiative in making a proposal which is reasonable and to 
whioh they will eventually adhere. My present thinking is to get 
~he people to aooept 1 November as the date for the closing of the 

.oamp. 

At this junoture" l want to take the liberty of oarunenting on a 
letter I just reoeived from Harold Glasser" in whioh he suggests
that the oamp at Zeilshe im should be liquidated by transferring 
a subst~ntial number of the people to Italy where, Glasser saya, 
both the Italian a.nd J ewishcommuni ties would welcome them and 
where living conditions are, on the whole, very favorable. I have 
explored this proposal with the looal IRO authori tres" with the 
Agency representatives" and with the camp leaders. I believe 
that I.am .now safe in stating that the plan would be feasible 
only if the people were issued visas to Israel and were trans
ferred to Ita~, as merely a sto~over point while en route to 
Israel. 'They are not .interested inexohanging the oertainties 
of life in. Germany for the unoertainties that they may enoounter 
in Italy_ Wi.th justification, the people argue that they are 
tired of being moved as DP's. They want their next move to be 
either direot to Palestine or to 'somEl other oountry of thei r 
ohoiae, or to .atr&nsit point on the way to their ultimate 
destination. They do not oonsider an indisoriminate move to 
Italy as falling within either oategory. I have consulted with 
the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine Direotor and learned that no 
prOpOsal to favor one oamp in expediting emigration to Palestine 
oan be entertained. I think that we ehall have to oonolude that 
Glasper's proposal is unworkable. 
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The liquidation of Zeilsheim, of course, raises the entire issue 

of oonsolidation. The. authorities pOint out that the Jewish 

in-camp populationhas in the 'past year shrunk substantially,

while the number of oamp installations has remained fairly 

oonstant. On the basiS Of IROreports, they claim that the.rea.~e 

approximately 14,000 vaoant "spaoes" in the existing installations. 

They are prepared to conoede that these figures are high and 

estimate that only half that number are actually available. On 

the other hand, I have personally visited more than twenty camps 

sinoemy arrival, five of them in the Kassel area wi thin the past

month, and find that, except in rare instanoes, the people are 

still living under crowded conditions. 


In a oonference with General Clay in Berlin on 9 June, I learned 
that Army concentration in certain areas will seriously inorease 
the demand fo r dependents' quar.ters and that the proposal to 
liquidate the fouroamps mentioned above was re1ated to this 
development. General Clay vias disturbed to learn that these 
four camps represent the best facilities for Jewtsh' DP' s ,in the 
U.S. Zone. Nevertheless, it is my judgment that, in view of 

.the Army IS needs, plus the fact that at least two of the oamps 

are looated in orowded urban areas, we may have to be prepared
for serious difficulties if these camps are to be closed. 

I believe that there is merit in consolidation. It is both 
logical and inevitable. However, in its implementation, I shall 
urge two principles: (l)that the worst camps be liquidated first 
and (2) that the saturation point of any installation be judged
by the standards of a fairly stable oamp, instead of a norm 
applicable to transient oenters. At this stage, I feel that an 
impartial and soientifio study of oamp capacity should be made 
by the IROand the Jewish organizations serving the DP's and that 

. this study 'should be made the basis for negotiating wi th the -Army 
on an overall consolidation program, both. present and prospective. 

3. Closing the Ber}.~n Oamps 

General Clay agreed to. the closing of the two Berlin Jewish 
camps nas. soon as the move can be facilitated". I have urged
this action for some time. It is eagerly sought by the people
in the camps and it is favored by the IRO and the AGENCY. The 
move oannot be implemented immediately. As you know, there are 
no trains leaving Berlin and General. Olay, of course, will not 
request the Russians fo r permission to pass such a train in order 
to move the camps. The move by truok is likely to be diffioult~ 
and expensive. The oamps hold over 6.500 people, of whom 
about eighty peroent are likely to be involved in the transfer to 
the Zone. It was agreed. that, as soon as the Jewish Agenoy is 
granted the right to issue Visas, it should negotiate such a move 
directly. wi th the Russian representatives in Berlin. 

If the Agenoy should reoeive permission for the train or truoks to 

pass, General Clay would authorize the liquidation of these camps. 


The Berlin camps have long pres~nt-ed special diffioul ties. Their' 

proximity to the Russian Zone provided to many of the people in the 
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camps profitable opportunities for trade between the Russian and 
American Zones. Such business oonneotions have, at times, been 
exoeedingly embarrassing to all of us. It is my.fear that after 
the finanoial reform, now under disoussion, is oompleted, the 
opportuni ty for such .transactions will inorease. In addition.. 
emigration out of Berlin is espeoially diffioult, and the people
ought to be in the Zone, where they oan be processed more easily• 

. Jewish Civilian Enginger Construction Company 

The fears that I expressed in my 1 April report, relative to the 

formation of the proposed Jewish construotion company, have not 

materialized. With relatively little effort, several enterprisin(

and aggreSSive Jewish DP engineers, 'baoked by the Zonal Employment 
Board (on which sit representatives of the AJDC, JAFP, and the 
Central Committee), succeeded in reoruiting the 225 men neoessary 
to form the company. The men combine all of the required build
ing skills. They range in ages from 18 to 45•. About·half of 

the group are married men, whose wives and children continue to 

live in the camps. The men get permission to spend Saturdays

and Sundays with their families. At the present time, the group
is stationed in Hanau, about 20 miles east of Frankfurt, where they
live in a.~e~~ c~p that they set up, pending theirconstruotion . 
of permanent barraoks. The initial reports on the attitude and 
performanoe of this group are highly favorable. General Huebner 
is well pleased with the project and has promised to inspeot it 
offioially at an early date. General Clay told me that he thought
the idea was an excellent one. 

Since the initial sucoess of the project runs counter to some of 
our conolusions that we have regarded almost as aXiomatio, par

ticularly ~"Vi th respect to the reacti.ons of the DPs to a work 

program, I think you might be interested in knowing the induoements 

that have attracted the men to this company. From the Army they

receive the oontinental worker's ration of about 3,500 oalories 

per day, an average of 200 marks per month, five U. S. Dollars per

month whioh they may use in the purchase of PX items, and the 

right to purohase on~half the U.S. Army Cigarette ration. per

month.· In addition, they receive from the AJDC the ration for 

the category assigned to the work in whioh they are engaged.

The average is category five, which provides for substanti~l 

supplementation (18 packages of Cigarettes, 1 package oftobacoo, 

2 oans of meat, 2 oanS'of milk,700 grams sugar, 650 grams ooffee, 

3 kilos flour, 24 ounoes fat, loan powdered milk (12 ounces),

1 paokage cheese ).' The individual is furnished a complete

uniform, which is paid for by deductions from the marks payment 

he receives. '. . 

The argument has been advanced that the primary reason for the 
.enthusiastio response to this projeot is the desire to esoape from 
the pressure for the "Giyus". While that may apply to some of, 

the men, I would discount it as an explanation for the company as 

a group. It certainly is not applicable to the married men who 

have ohildren and who are,. therefore,automatically ineligible

for the Giyus, and those Who are eligible oould sucoessfully

resist the pressure, as thousands in the camps are dOing, without 

joining the oompany. . ' 
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I am inolined to give oredenoe to the simple explanation that the 
men themselves offered. They joined the oompany beoause of the 
material rewards they reoeive. . Most of the people barely got . 
along on what they reoeived from IRO and the AJDO., and seized the 
opportun1ty to improve their lot. If the response of this 
group is typioal of those "who are not entrenohed in some prospe
rousnenterprlse ft , and I am inolined to believe it is, we have 
material from which·we can draw same valuable conolusions and 
formUlate polioy in the event we oonolude that the early 11qui
dation of the DPproblem through mass resettlement is not possible. 

I should add that the labor oompany has had some problems that 

have required the oonstant attention of my offioe. .The men are 

under the supervision of .several offioers who have had no experienc
in working wi th Jewish DPs.·· . These officers needed proper orien
tation. Today, the chief obstacle· is to get the workers aocepted
by the people in the camps. The men oomplain that, when they 

. return to the camps for the week-ends, they are abused and oalled 
traitors. Dressed in a distinot uniform, they are an easy target
for publio oalumny. I am doing everything loan to neutralize 
this reaotion on the part of the people. Realizing the publio
relations importanoe of this projeot, I have assigned Chaplain
Barish., who reoently joined my staff., to make this oompany and lts 
problems his primary interest. He bas been meeting with the men. 
has been~:;Qonferring wi th the off~oers in oharge of the oompany ~ 
and has Dilen in touoh wIth the Oentral Oommittee and the camp
oommi ttees, whose affirmative support is indispensable to the 

oompany I ssuooess. 


5. Giyu.s 

Beginning in February of this year, the reoruitment for Haganah
began in the oamps. The Agenoy people in the U.S.Zone, Ge~ny, 
tell me that when this program started about 9,000 people were 
eligible for this Aliyah. To qualify, a person must be between 
the ages of 17 and 35 and, i.f married, must be ohildless. Every 
oamp established its own Giyus department and, through posters and 
other prClpagandamed1a, 1 saued a general oall to the people.
When this means was exhausted, the Giyus leaders examined the 
oases of those. who had not responded and used "persuasive· 
measures of different degrees to get the men to enlist. To date. 
approximately 3,000 men and women have left the Zone on this Aliyah
About one-third of the number are women. Approximately 500 left 
after 15 Mal' . I am also informed that an additional 1200 are . 
"1n the mill , now being processed for early departure. . The Agen
oy people and the oamp leaders are greatly encouraged by the 
response that this program has been reoeiving. . The men who . 
leave are given farewell parties by the oamp oommunities, and the 
oooasions are used to extol the oandidates, to wish them well and 
to whip up sentiment for additional enlistment. At first, the 
form of pressure exerted upon the. men was orude, often refleoting
teohniques whioh the people had learned from their own oppressors.
This aotivity was bound, as it did, to oame to the attention of 
the military authori ties, who made it known that they would not 
oountenanoe ooeroion in any form. 
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Quite frequently, the type of pressure that was used interfered 
wi th AJDO operations. However, like many other problems, ad
justments are being made and some of the more flagrant abuses 
are beingdisoarded. The recruitment program seems to be in ful~ 
swingandl yet; the military authorities have not found it 
necessary, as they did in the earlier stages, to call the coeroion 
aspect of it to my attention. I am convinced that most of th.e 
people who are responding are doing so of their own free will. 
Naturally, there are moral pressures at work in any camp. It is 
the kind of pressure that was present in the normal American 
community and that induced men to volunteer for the service, insteac 
of waiting to be oalled up under the draft law. 

6.· Ext§nsion of Germy Author1ty overDP Oamps 

Within the past two months, there have been several proposals 
to permit the use of German police in DP camps. Under current 
directiVes, German polioe may enter a Jewi.sh oamp only when 
acoompanied by military personnel, for the sole purpose· of 
identifying a DP who has committed an offense outside of the 
assembly center. The diorectives further provide that, on suoh 
missioPs, the German police must be unarmed. In the first 
attempt to broaden German polioe authority, OMQJS, during the 
early part of l4a.y, pointed out that 140,000 DPs were living in the 
Genna.n economy who were under the jurisdiction of the German police
and who. had, evidently I accommodated themselves to this oontrol. 
I sucoeeded in persuading the Civil Affairs Division to oppose
this ohange and to adopt the view that there is a vital distination 
between DPs who live outside of the assembly centers, where they 
encounter the Gennan policemen as individuals, and those who live 
in camps, where mass feeling plays a dominant role. Last week, 
theOivil AffairsDivisionsubmitted,for my approval a reviSion of 
current regulations on law enforoement in the DP camps, which would 
penni t (a) pre-trial oonfinement in German jails and (b) the use· 
of unarmed German police in "pinpoint searohes". A pinpoint
search wa.s defined as· a searoh and seizure opera·tion against
specifically named individuals, in which no more than fifty law 
enforoement personnel could be used. The proposed di rective Would 
.authorize the employment of Germans, provided they would be 
acoompanied by an equal number of U. S. military personnel. Beoause 
of the experienoe with post-trial confinement of Jewish DPa in 
German jails, I indicated my approval of the ohange with respect to 
pre-trial oonfinementl but protested against the use of German 
police 1n pinpoint searohes. This, I felt, was being used as ·an 
ini tial wedge, to be followed by further extension of German police 
a.uthori ty over the Jewish camps.. I sucoeeded in persuading the. 
seotion in Civil Affairs Division responsible for drafting the 
circular that Jewish installations should be exempt from any
provision that contemplates the extension of German police
authority over DPcamps. 

While to this date we have been successful in postponing the full 
employment of Gennan police in Jewish c~aps, we should expect that 
the day will come when we will have to yield to the pressure on 
this soore that emanates both from German and from U.S. Military 
Government sources. ~ 1 a ') 2 "'I 

Vj,..',.)J .L 



My recent conferenoes with top level people convince me that it 
may be possible to maintain the status quo until after the mass 
movement of the people is fully under way, provided, of course l
that this movement materializes within the next 6 months. After 
that, surely after the situation has beoome stable, we will, I feel, 
be compelled to yield on this, as well as on many other. issues. 

7~ IRQ PolicI of Abstaining f.om Aiging Migration to Israel 

I have already sent you the statements, reflecting lROls offioial 
views on assisting migration to Israel. Asaresult of various 
representatlons, particularly the" intervention of Mr. George Warren 
of the U.S. State Department, the IRa policy has already been 
partially modified. The IRa will assist with processing, truoks. 
and rat10ns, and will keep a record of the numbers so aided for 
possible later negotiations. I am confident that, in the event 
IRO were to withdraw its help altogether, the Army would step in
to the breach and supply the necessary personnel and transport to 
move the people up to tta zonal borders. I am advised that this 
policy of the IROandits mOdification suggests a serious rift 
between the British and United states vl~wpoints in the IRO 
administration. The fulles't representations should be made to 
the Sta.te Department in order to secure a oomplete reversal "of 
this polioy.This is necessary in order to makeIRO assume the 
finanoialbur'den of moving the people from Germany to Israel. 

8. Regognition of Agen'cy Personnel as Consular Offioials 

Prior to our countryls de faoto reoogrd tion of Israel, the Agency
people and I speculated on the tenuous position of the Agenoy's
representatives in the Zones of Occupation in the event the United 
States withheld its recognition from the new state. This, of, 
oourse, was resolved by the instantaneous action taken by our 
oountry on 14 May. However, there still are technical problems
that awa.i t solution. EUCOM ~abled the Department of the Army,
proposing to recogniZe the JAFP personnel as offioial represent
atives of the State of Israel in this area,to recognize all 
entryperm1ts issued by such personnel, and to support the pro
cessing and movement of such persons as long as IRO refrains from 
extendingassi stanoe. The Department of the Army, after consulting
with State, in the reply approved the proposal for planning 
purposes, but requested that no action to implement the program
be undertaken until after the truoe is in effeot and to await 
further advioe from Washington. ,Sinoe the truoe is now in effeot, 
we hope that such authorization will be announoed. 

9. Eoonomic Conseguences ofProPQsed Devaluation of the German 
Ourrengv 

Plans are now developed for a radical monetary reforin of German" 
currenoy. The specifio details and the date' when it will ooour 
are, of oourse, not known to me. I am aware, however, of enough
of the details and I understand the economic implications of the 
refoDn to be able to indicate that the costs of carrying on the 
German operation by the agenoies, especially the AJDC, will in-. 
crease considerably. It will not be possible to purohase supple
mentary supplies for work projects, nor to pay "local workers with 
marks, whioh cost relatively little in American dollars or 31 8322 



-10

in canmodi ties. The reform 'Nill, obviously, also affeot the 
eoonomio position of DPs who depend upon the black market, for. in 
addition to stabillzingthe value of the mark, the reform is to be 
aocompanied by a substantial importation of consumers' goods,
suoh as oigarettes, into Germany. It is, in fact, suggested by 
some that many of ~he DPs living outside of the oamps will find 
their eoonomio position seriously hurt. 

*0.. Cut:J;ailm~nt in Chaplains Program 

A oombination of oiroumstanoeshave foroed a considerable curtail.
ment in the assignment of Jewish ohaplains to work among the DPs. 
From a peak number of.nine that were assigned to this work, there 
are now six, of whom four are being redeployed or transferred to 
other assignments. One of·the two remaining is Chaplain Louis 

. Barish, who, as I indicated, is now assigned to my offioe. One' 
replacement, a ohaplain of oonsiderable experienoe a.nd.tested in 
DP work, is expeoted to a.rrive this month. Under my arrangement
with the military, we will be allowed two itinerant oha.plains to 
work in the. fi~d and one to work out of my offioe.. I have , 
written RabQi Lev of the Jewish Welfare Board a detailedexplana.
tion for this reduotion in the oP ohaplains program and sent 
Rabbi Bernstein and Judge Levinthal,. who were instrumental in pro
moting t~e idea of using Ohaplainsamong DPs, oopies of my letter. 
In brief, the Army offioer strength was being reduoed, and I 
oould not, in good oonsoienoe," make a oase for retaining some of 
the men who had either developed outside interests or were gene
rally inef.feotive in their work. I share my predeoessor's
views thatthere is a job br ohaplains of. ability and have left 
the matter in suoh shape that I am free to reoommend an inorease 
in tne number of DP ohaplains, provided the oandidates for this 
type of work are of suoh oaliber that they can be of real servioe 
to the DPs. 

11•. Restitution 

. Undoubtedly, you know that the State Department has authorized 
General Clay to reoognize the suooessor organization inoorporated
in the States, with a subsidiary oorpora.tion to be set up in GeD
many. Mr. Mason has been after the people in OMGUS to get this 
decision implemented. I' reviewed the problem with General Ola.y
in Berlin on 9 June and Was advised that the order aotivating the 
sucoessor oorporation will be issued in a. f-ew day!;). . I also 
suggested that the date for filing olaims will have to be extended 
beyond 31 Deoember 1948. He rejected that possibility, and I 
propose to raise it again at a later date. In view of the great
delay in getting the law approved and the successor organization
recognized, it may beneoessary to insist upon a six months t ex
tension of the filing date, so as to bring the statute of limita
tions for the filing of olaims to 30 June 1949, instead of 
31 December 1948, as the restitution law noW provides. I may
write you la.ter and ask that you intervene in this matter wi th the 
appropriate authorities in Washington. 

I am oonvinced that only the most aggreSSive leadership and foroe- ,_ 
ful representation by the executive head of the suocessor organi
zation will produce any results when thiS work gets under way~ 
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Due to some misunderstanding, Joshua Starr, who represents Cul
tural Reoonstruotion Incorporated, was not permitted to come into 
this Zone. After several abortive attempts on Mr. Mason's part 
to get him adali tted, I fina.lly became interested in, the matter 
and suooeeded in getting Starr's applioation for an entry permit
approved for a period of fifteen days. This has sinoe been exten
dedfor another· month. I am sure that after the suooessor orga
nization gets funotioning in Germany, CulturalRlilctaLa'bftd.en Incor
porated will also be reoognized, and its personnel will be able 
to pursue their work in the Offenbaoh Depot and other collecting
pOints, where Jewisb cultuJ;'8l. objeots are nowdepoei ted. 

la. Anti-Semitism 

Although a reoent Army survey indioates that there is a slight im
provement in the German attitude toward the Jews, overt acts of 
anti-Semi tism, refleoted espeoially in the desecration of Jewish 
oemeteries, go unabated. Records indicate that hundreds of 
tombstones throughout the Zone b.ave either been overtumedor 
otherwise defiled. While no area is exempt from these outrages,
Protestant· Upper Bavaria (Franoonia), the fortress of Streicher's 
brand of Nazism, appears to show the greatest amount 6f acti~ity
of this nature. After bringing thiS to General Olay l s attention, 
the General· asked me to assemble the facts, promising to take suoh 
reasona.ble measures as are neoessary to meet the problem. As part
of my investigation, I met with that sectIon of Military Governor 
Van Wagener's staff in Munich, whose work is related to this 
problem. Frankly , I was amazed to learn that reports that I had 
been reoeiving aotually understated the problem. The aotual 
number. of inoidents would justify one in calling the vandalism 
epidemio in nature. The only oomforting aspect of my two-hour 
conferenoe with Van Wagener's staff was the. pleasant disoovery
that they had an intelligent appraisal of the problem and viewed 
it in its proper perspeotive. To them. it was not only a manifes.... 
tation of anti-Semitism but was a brazen challenge to the authority
of the United States Ocoupation .-orces. The deseoration of "the 
oemeteries is oonsidered unofficially by soms as a trial balloon 
launChed by the.Germans to see how far they can go without invit
ing reprisals on the part of the Army. 

The problem is, of oourse, a stubborn one, and the presence in 
Gennany of our DPs in any substantial number, by no means helps
the situation. While I have serious doubts Whether any conorete 
good may resul t froD). my proposal s·, I have prepared a memorandum for 
General Olay, in whioh I am urging the following mea.sures: 

a. That the General issue a publio statement, denounoing the 
wantQn destruotion of these oemeteries; 

b. That, in his conferenoes with the PreSidents of the 
Laender, the General review the situation a.nd expla.in the 
need for vigorous aotionon the part of the Ger.manauthori
ties; 

o. That the Laender be required to repair the damages to the 
tornbstones and graveyardEJ and be further required to post
adequate guards to proteot these plaoes; . 

http:expla.in
http:CulturalRlilctaLa'bftd.en


-12

d. That, until such time as the German authorities show 
that they are prepared to apprehend the offenders and 
mete out punishment co~~ensutate with gravity of the 
offenses, Military Government investigate the oases and 

. try the offenders.' . I 
I am enclosing one copy of the Information Control Division. study 
on anti-Semitism. . .. . 

.13. Situatign in Austria 

I regret that I have not been able to g~ve Austria much of my
time. The pressure of \Vork in Germany pas kept me f·rom getting
there as often as I should like. I hare~ however, kept in touch 
wi th General Keyes by letter and am planning to go to Vie~na next 
week. . .' .. I 
The liquidation of Camp New Palestine in Salzburg appears to be 
progressing according to schedule. I .. 
In accordanoe with my promise to Gene~l .Keyes, I had Major Hyman
make a speaking tour of all the oamllS ir Austria between 1 AprIl
and 8 April. He addressed about 8000 of the 20000 DPs, apprais
ing the total DP prOblem as we see it tPdaY. He stressed the 
need for cooperation with the Occupatio,n forces, explained the 
Army's primary mission in Austria and tpe necessity for accommo~ 
ting ouraelvesto the objeotives that thiS mission involves, urged
vigorous group aotion against notoriOUS blaok market offenders, 
and appraised the immigration opportuni!ties to countries other 
than Palestine. As I did at the Third Congress of Liberated Jews 
in Bad Reiohenhall on 30 March, the Maj10r gave the people little 
enoouragement for migration to any oountry Qutside of Palestine. 

The tour was well received by the peop~e and the Austrian milt tary
authorities. TbeCivil Affairs Divisidn has asked that we dupli
ca.te it in Germany. 

l4~ .Miscella.neous Items 

a. Trip to Poland. Wi thGeneral Olay' s permission and after . 
olearing With the Office of the Pol~tioal Adviser, Major Hyman' 
and I went to Warsaw on 17-aO April Ito attend the dedica.tion of 
the monument to the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. This is not the 
place to 'desoribe the "terrifio experience and its emotional 
effeot upon the Major and me. I shduld, however, like to in
dicate some of the conolusions we were able to formulate as 
a result of our oontaot with representative Jews that we'met in 
Warsaw. Theya.re: (1) Although th~ government has the support
of a maximum of only fifteen peroen~ of the people, baoked.as 
it is by Russia" it 1s solidly entr~ncht;ld.. (2) Poland is 
working feverishly to repair the physical destruction caused 
by the war. (3) The Jews appreciat~ the government for its 
Vigorous and forthright policy against anti-Semitism, ,but have 
little or no faith in the goodwill of.the Polish people.
(4) Of the 80000 Jews remaining in Poland, about eighty percent 
are eager to leave Poland~ (5) Ther~ is an overwhelming senti~ 
ment for Palestine among the ren:nant of POlish Jewry. . 
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(6) Even if given freedom of movement, the Jews will not eleotto 

go to Israel via the DP camps of Centrall Europe. (7)The people 

are not in immediate danger. While theYI are seoure and have eoo

nomio opportunity, they have a realfearl of the future. ' 


b. ~ids. Since my last report'there ha~e been no raids on Jewish 
oamps. I believe that' the military autporities are themselves 
beginning to realize that there is nothing to oommend raids as a 
law enforoement teohnique. For examPlel, in the raid on Zeilsheim, 
made for the ostensible purpose of finding oanes of dynamite, not 
only were no explosives unoovered but, o~ the half dozen people
who Were arrested for the possession of alleged blaok market items, 
only three were brought to trial. 'Twom:enwere aoquitted, and one 
wound up with a minor sentenoe. The Prpvost Marshal, who oonduc>
ted the raid, told us oonfidentia.lly that he thought the ,mass 
raids were not "worth a damnu • " 

In April, Standard Operating Prooedure Np.96 Was promulgated by

EUOOH, in, which the Germans were given the full benefit of the 

Anglo-Amerioan safeguards in search and ~eizure. In brief, mass 

raids on Germans were striotly forbiddenl, and German homes oould 

be entered and searohed only when fortified with a warrant issued 

on reasonable grounds. DP camps were exoluded from the benefit 

of this direotive. I 

In spite qf the waning resort to raids, ~ believe that, on prin

oiple, the disorimination against DPs inherent in this direotive 

is without justifioation. Quite a number of top level people,

involved both direotly and indireotly inllaw enforoement, have 

told me and members of my staff that they personally resent the 
seoond-olass status to whioh the DPs' arel relegated by this direc
tive and o~te the regulation as an outst~nding example of opnfused
thinking on the part of some of our, peoPte charged wi th impl emen
ting our Oooupation polioy. I am having a study made of this 
problem and, in the near future, will discuss this matter with 
General Clay. '\ . , 

'0. UJA Oampaign. During my 15 May conf~rence with General Olay,
he authorized us to proceed with a oampaign for UJA among the 
military and civilian personnel in this Zone. Before our re
oognition of the provisional government 9f Israel, he had dis
approved an Allied Jewish Appeal whioh, ~n its publioity, had laid 
emphasis on the oolleotion of funds for Palestine.

" . ' I 
d. Preas and Publio Relations. "Stars and Stripes·, the most 
widely read newspaper in the Zone, has b~en giving a great deal of 
spaoe to the Situation in Palestine. On the whole, this publioi
ty" showing Jews slugging it out wi th th~ Arabs and standing up
for their rights, and the news highlight~ng the enlistment of Jew
ish DPs in the Haganah,hasbeen very good. I like to believe 
that such publioity will redound to the benefit of the DPs, both 
in their relations with the military and jWith the Germans. 

Reoently, InformationOentral Division, ~he branoh that publishes

the Information and Education Bulletins that are used in the 

orientation of our troop.s, has been SUbmi!tting for my oomments 

and recommendations its proposed Bulletins that may have a bearing 

on our problem. 
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As a result" we have sucoeeded in ha,ving vi tal oorreo'biofto .q,nd.
addi tions aooepted ,and inoorporatedl in a Bulletin on apre
~udioea, already in oiroulation, an(~ another Bulletin on ,
Displa.oed Persons", about to be published. The latter 

Bulletin has an entire division devoted to the Jewish DPs, 
Which was prepared in my office. 

15. Policy Issues 

In view of the impasse in Palestine and ~ts bearing upon the out
look for immigration, I oan add little to the analysis oontained in 
my report of 1 April. At that time I r~ised several oruoial 

. policy issues for your oonsideration. +'l0thing has happened, 
as of this moment, to decrease the impor'ta.noe of these issues. 
I am" therefore, exoeedingly grateful tol the agenoies for the 
careful review" which these issues reoeived in New York. Rabbi 
Bernstein's letter of 26 May summarizes ~he oonolusions of the 
agencies in New York, and I apprectate h~Ls clear statement on eaoh 
of the problems which ,I submitted for you.r review. I find myself'
insubstantial agreement on all of the issues, and I will prooeed
in aooordance with your views. Ata m'eating of all of the agen.... 
oies in Germany and Austria, whioh is to I take place in my offioe on 
21 June, I will review the issues and your oonolusions and seek a 
meeting of minds as to how best to strengthen those elements of the 
program, which need strengthening. 

For the present, I am sure we oanresist any pressure to oompel the 
DPs to work in the German economy. There is no i:mmediate danger
of liquidating the oamps. That problem/may be serious six or 
eight months henoe. For the present .. the oamp oommunity will be 
retained. ,As to expansion of German a~inistrative authority 
over DP operations" the issue here is no~ limited to Jewish oamps.
I consider such expansion quite inevitable. It oan be resisted . 
now, but not for long. I note that you /Wish advioe from me as to 
what you should do about it in WashingtoI;l. Do nothing for the 
present. I shall write speoifioally ab~mt this later. The 
expansion of work aotivity and vocational training will ,be exoee
dingly diffioult and the problem may, inlfaot, be made more oompli
cated by the monetary refoDn referred to above. Nevertheless .. 

this problem 'represents a ohallenge and ,n opportunity, and we 

shall explore it fully at our 21 June meeting and·in private 

oonsul tations wi th the agenoies. , I .. 

I have noted the favorable aotions of th~ committee with respect 

to my recommendations as to publio relations and anti-Semi tism, 

and'I await developments and suggestions las to personnel. 


Obviously" if large soale immigration we4e aotually to get under 
way in the next sixty to ninety days, our views about suoh prob
lems as vooational training, as well as on other issues, would have 
to be radically changed. Our observati~ns,and recommendations 
thus far have been based on certain assumptions respeoting immigra~
ion to Palestine and the United States. 

The formulation of both a long and short range program is contingent 
upon a oold analysis of the size and the nature of our problem.
That, of course, cannot be determined un1iil we realistioally 
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appra.ise and defini tely establish a.s ourl inflexible guide .the 
rate at 'Ivhioh the people oan be gotten 0rt of Germany and Austria.. 

Apropos this subjeot, I should like to oomment on a. UJA press 
release that has just reaohed me, report!ing Goldie Meyerson t s 
announoement of 23 Ma.y that "homeless Jews are now entering the 
new Sta.te of Israel at the rate of 150001 a month and, before the 
end of 1948, the total number pf immigrapts to Palestine will 
exoeed 120000." I do not know whether .Ithis statement was made 
for campaign purposes. I have been unable· to get a oonfirmation 
of i tsaoouraoy and, in view of the newsl that there are still . 
about 25000· people on Cyprus, I am inolined to disoount the report 

and to oonsider it as a wish, rather than as a statement of faot. 
. 1 

In my opinion, we should not hesi tate fair one seoond to faoe the 
truth the moment the truth oan be determined. It is sufficient 
that the DP oamps,oontaining the most 0f>ospiouous oonoentra.tion 
of Jews, pressing for a new home, have s(i3rved their historio 
purpose in emphasizing the need for a Jewish homeland. . From now 
on the DPs must be treated as people and~ for their own, good, 
must at the earliest date be told wha.t tl;ley, as individua.ls, may 
expeot in terms o,f migration to Palestiny in the light of all 
known oiroumstanoes, including absorbtivr oapaoity and the need 
for satisfying the demands of Jews seekiX;lg to migrate to Palestine 
from other than DP oountries. Not only <10 we owe this obligation 
to the DPs s but, until this step is takeIi, we shall permi t matters 
in Germany and Austria to drift and deny 1 the people wholesome and 
oonstruotive leadership during their enforoedperiod of waiting. 

~6. A Personal Note 

It is perhaps not, too early to insert a j'ew lines ooncerning my 
personal planso In negotiating my leave 1from the University of 
14ichigan last December, I found it neoesElary to assure the Univel'
sity that I Would definitely return to Ann Arbor in time for the 
opening of the fall term. I advised Rabbi Bernstein of this 
faot when he oalled in Deoember to tell'me that the cooperating' . 
agenoies were prepared to reoommend me td Seoretary Royall. Whi1e 
I am still to be here nearly four months,\ I feel obliged to . 
formally a.dvise you of my plans, so that IYou may have adequate time 
to oonsider the seleotion of my suooesso~. . 

Frankly. I shall be sorry to leave. here J,ext fall. The ~ork here 
is not only important but, from the personal standpoint, it is 
interesting and axei ting in the extreme. One quiokly becomes a 1 

part of the oomplex economio, admlnlstrattve, and human problems
which affect our people and identifies hi~self with their lives . 
a.ndaspirations.· In addition, many prob~ems now under discussion, 
suoh as oamp oonsolidation, immigration to the UnitedStates.and 
Palestine, expansion of German administra.~ive oontrol over DPs, 
the intensifioation of vooational training and work projects, and 
similar developments, are not likely to come to a head until late 
in the year, and Ireoognize that it woul~ be deSirable, for the 
sake of the oontinuity, to be here and see this problamthrough to 
a oonolusion. . 

http:individua.ls
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I want you to know that, while I'would qe happier if I felt it 
possible to extend my stay here beyond September, I feel that my 
promise to the University was defini te alnd firm. Accordingly,
I am planning to return to Ann Arbor in time for olasses next 
fa.ll. 

When I oame here in January" we were all hopeful that thE) liqui
da.tion of the Jewish DP problem 'liould b~ under way by earlyspr~ng 
and that I might, perhaps, be the last of the Advisers on Jewish 
Affairs to the American Commanders in Etirope. Had that develop-
ment materialized, I would have urged th1at the appointment of 
my suooessor was not imperative and that Major Hyman could 
effectively and suooessfully oarry· on and wind up the w.ork of the 
Adviser' Ei Office during such period as i!t was necessary to function 
beyond next fall •.. Since that has not materialized and since it 
appears that, even under the most optimi!stio appraisal of the 
future, the size of the problem in Germany and Austria will still 
be substantial for at least six months a!fter next October, it is 
my judgment that a sucoessor should 'be darned. The late tall and 
spring months are 'bound to present sensi tive and difficiul t prob
lems" whioh call for careful handling with the top level authori
ties. . 

I· Sinoerely yours,
signed: .William Haber 

Adviser on Jewish Affair. 

WHlmf 
Enol 

4297/6-18-48/30 -lRG/ek 
REt 4709 
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MIlD __ we wUl _va w .,.s.aw to the. PI/'I.IS$" _ thla' ...._~ ..... 
b8tb·.1'.rcr4 Qe:nIaa end .t.ft80.s.· !>1U1.,.,. Go...., ~.(1~ ....... 
..ft&...... 14th ~ lfmIl ~ (t"':t..e .. ,'that. it .., ~fON'" to . 
~'taia t4e ~.~ -.u 11f.t,cut t.... _sa -~. 01 the ~ ... . 
tQA:q ........, ~dGdt of ~. that We ~~·tIlwte':u.... . 
.' ' 

.8
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wiUda the ._ s~.~. .fteIt~•. s~ .,.. tohe altuatioa .. 
__ ~» .. wW., I JIGl, "-~J. to ,-l.I- tel·lot, .. ..u. u _....~.1.... 

. . . 

I. DO f:f!:!« ,~ ''-'-!!6!a tJwa !!5!!I_~ to ~ 
I __ .~ ... ,. t.M G1dII_• ., ~·mo'.fttli~~ . 

.. ._ia~ JdgJ'llt.1e te '.~ 'a .~. ot ~J4't!:5 ~t&u.aJ 

~ .t!aa ~s. at Ilr. ~..... of '__ __
·0. s.. 
~ •• mo __ ~~ ...~..ft•• '1'- l1tO 
wUl aa ..... w1th~td.., t.naIcat _"'~... Will ..,.a ..... · 
ot· tiD........ fIO.aidt14 tor ~.~ ...tp _pt.u,t1DJle. l ••~ 

... Sa tbo ..... 1lO·.... '-w1~ 1ta te:L.p 61.......... w...... 

......,...1Dtao tJ!e ~ ~ u....,..., ~ .....~UIrl 
·w~,. ~~... to t.Jao ~.~. 1 ...~ that totda·~. 
Gt ."- .m.o .&'1:. £t8 fJDOJ.I.1e6.~ eve.". a ~ 1'1.ft. _,..... tba ..... 
El"1'~ .1.l'Kl ..... ~~_.Sa "·l1to..,td.&va1i-. . ~·1\d..1$ft 
~.~ DhRW._ .....· to U. .~. D8~ in ..... to· __ 
a ~_ ..-,~ t4. tbiJB~. !idA 1a ..~111.~ to .,. mo 
___ -."__",1 .. ___ Q,! iB&V:'- ~'.paopla tra. ~ \0 :w.l. 

Pr1car t..oOlir ~'._ ... ~u..a ot I ........... A"..., reopla 

aDd I ~,~ • tJ&crt.~ poaluaa ot Q8A....,•• ~.. 
in ... ·~ of Ooo~ iIl_ ...t. tt.\8 Ubi. $...... wtthl\8lt11ta 
~~- ·fIea. ~ 'lUW .fate. Tbla. 01 ~ WAIl ,....WIl __ tile· ..... 
~.4GU.oD t4en __ ..'~." ~ 16et1. r___, ·tAen· ~ 
."-~ )1Ir.OlJl-.tMt 4'l\fl\1\ 1'Ol.1lu".. £I.tlOH G'td4e4 U. 'DI~ 
or, _ ...., ~to.~I.".An.~.... ~.a..w. ...... ...u.. qt the ~ of I ........ tIdS. .....,. to ,.........u .,... . 
._.. i_led b!'f ... r~ aM _ ..~ Ute J)~"'" 
..... of fiaeh peftlO.s .. ~ A8 me ..~~ ••"'" ..lata.,...
.TtI.e. ~t. ",I t-AlIfIIf. aft.eJt ._lIlt-lIIa wl'ttl state. ill tH ..~... 
~ ~.,,..... ,.,lAINt,- .. ' ....... tie, _....u

te l.~ tbe Pt'OiI- be ~ waUl. attw tI\e. ...,.. U .sa at.taet. _ t.~' ~~l" M'd.oe .r.o. .-~t.cJJt. a.... t. tnmI "'" ~ sa 
elt__• .. hope t.hat suob AUtbol'bstt. 1Id.U lB'· ~ 

,.. !!!*f!!! 9!!~. o£ .~~s.. ., t.,iIS ~ CtI!!!!!I 

.i'1aU .... mM.~ t.. .. ~a1"'''''' ..~ ,.t ....... ~. 

"......Uto·-~ ami ftbe _. ,... 1t. ww. ..... ":1101 ......._ . 

~. to.. I,. --., hGw~, 01 80. ot \hta de • aad I ...... 
strua4, ~~ ~.J.c&,tJ.oIUJ .0£' u. Nloa to 1» ~., .. u.u.-.te UJat. 
t..... ot 0QI71aa - taao.-. __.ttoa, b;{ .~ ....-. ~ 
tJao AJDC,.wlll ~... GOU~•. I'i wUl aot '- P08JtA!Jle to,~ . 

. 8\lPffll--ta.'17 mw~:ii1..18. tOr .ark- pnJ$cta._r w pay .leoa1. 111'~ 1t1t1& 

. ~. whieh cost. rea.fr1vel.J little: ,lA ~ dol'lare or· _ ~u.& 
rna IClbJ'a d.U. ~~l¥. aJ..to .tteat tbe ~1o tlO$lt.1oD of oPts •• 

.4$;pad ~ the· blAok. _rhet" ,_, 1ft ~t.SAa to 5tabU~ tbe \1ll1lC of 
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'~"'.~ 

.. ~ Ua, ~"-nG.~_ 1.~J.p Gal! t~ ".,. 
"~.""" lIJ' U,* earMttti_ tad. .1 tile ........~~aU..w1l1 ~ 

dw.Je ...Nsulte~) thira ..... _u&mlle,p .,.. . 

I 



~;~ • .... 1IiIfI ..... .u-ta.~·~ b a.~_.$l ,._tiN ~ .",__ "ft' v. ........ ...,., "'01~--.~, .... .
. .. '.. 
\ 

~.=·"U,,·Saibe"L.~'''JwJ.sIJ~ ., ........ 
~.WfQ."~ O~ __"'*~t "'" ,...... . 
~,,'~r.' fill ...... ctaa1lll. _He ..... itt~•• ;P\ fNI 
~fRdIC.I.. ··t~.~ ..~ t........l. ~.t...... ., .' 
~""'f......·ot·~l_.. ~...... \8 ..... ~ ..._., ..... 
Y1fi! C ~.·b.""'· ~.~.Ud.rI"~. c:s.rr••~ . , .u. ~........ too d_fIle,· the Ierdet. _ ••~ to ..,.... l'II8a •• 

ew. • __ ............,. te.~ the ~•• ' Au ~ .f.,~ 


......t!MI,'. '......'.II..-.'.·w.lth., .tdia.·t, .......'108.' ct.'..'W1." .' '. .~..' 'fIII"_.flilia',".......' '.'.t.u':f.' ..
;I.a..~ •.~~ ·$s·",ted \a t/M ~. ~,I 11M .. I•. 

W"~'·.tw4 ~Ua"l bad .......,....._n,.~.... 

~ ........ ~ of ~lIIJIQA,~~'-.. -u.aaa ","'~l•• .••tIIN. . ~.~.~.. ..,...r4....J II..,~ 
~. v4t.h _~.115 ..".... pl._. dyl".... tWt ..,. 
.fmd.S.uA~a~ (4 ~ Pf'Me ."~"1_'" ~~.. 
~~__ .,.·tiIeIl it.- .. '''''' ....' • ..-sAlBtau._ III ~ .. '.
t8i ......88 cild.l..,_ ... ____ et· ti1AtlfAi;teI'sta." ~ . 
.~ .as ••••u. at tb)·· .......·u ...._ ..ft'lc:lal:a,r .., 
.......'WIII. ball.-. b".... _ t.be a.-lIdf.... 1liiie haw 1& ...., .. _ 
'dtIbrNt 1&vl:"'-~.. till tl\e ","·fJIE the ,...,. . , . 

. .' 
'ftte,~,,,,,, fiE ....... ~'.-'.' and ..·~SD~._ . 
...~._~ ---•. b¥ .........,. the. t4~ .~ 
I' ~ ...... ~'''''''1JIq QIIJItlIJI8t1rt.... _ Nalt.· ..... ., ~. 
~l ba'fe ,..~ ....... feW ~ C1&\V. 111 ~ I ...~ 
~ lo1'...s.na __a . " . " .. 

.. ftta, .t,he. ~ -ae a~1D .ta~. ~ the ~ , 
. ~"- ot ~~_. . 

}). .\.a l'W.t a~~....... ~V ot ~.. l~t _ 

~ ....S4iv t:r:e ei~ act ._.'JAI.R ..., ~_ ....9~ 


_ ~. pan tlf tbe ~_~~. 


.. 'i'hat tile r....,· •. mqut.ed: t.co N~ \1.,. ~8 ~ u. tab
~. ~_Rq~W po........... ~
uti ......,-.·atd be.to r,:ntAtG\ ~ pl.... ' 

.-., 1 0') /10

.;::; ..... U V '.t...,.·u. 



d. Tat• .w. ... """ ....~~u. ....'~ ..,. 
.............. a~[Ilt·'" ~tlJ .........·PIId... 
~ IIlttl tM ~ fl4 tbe .ghihli." tdll'-r t10Iu Ill.·· 
~__ aad ., 0ti8 ·GIhm..... . 

I .. ~.... ..,. til·.. Ildlt....C~ 01",,,2., ~ _ ~ 
~u.. ..' ." 
• 
Yt. '.!MI.._", . 
t .,..... ~, :t ........ aw.. to st- ~'1IIIbh ef. ..... ,.. 

~71t~,. Qa/ I".. .,.- ...~..··u oftIa ... I 
~.~ t ~ ____••" sa ~,".~ ...,. b;yla\telr 
"_pl~._wft_ ......... 

'flirt 1"'~U. 01 Clap "- i"'u..s. ........~ to '-~ 

Dc .....u. t.e .....th.\a., 

lD ~ 1d.ta".. ___ .., ~.~ I .....,. .,........ 
-lI*"d'W ... vtall." ~. iii ~ .t, •• lApdl .. e "l*U. 
·e. ....I ......··~oe,., .. .,~D... ~ tbe .. ~.• ~. 
1....... It. tod:itr.. lilt ~ tJ18 ..... t'07 .~t1. vd..tba 

~ ....-, .,14",.:......p~~"" A_uta III! 
u. n••t:'~ _ .._i!IIda'U.ftl ~..... the. ~_~. t.b&8. 

~_ .. '.' ~ ..... ~ .... ~«r,gId"~
 '1_ 
~ .......... ~_·the.~..~..... 

......- ..............~-""". ...... '.Ia I d.Sd '" ... ftdM.·· ~ .... .,
. ..~ t' ............ U 

....."....." , ~---. . .'.~ ' .. ~.. 
~ Ia lid .~ .. :so ~. tile 184., .. the· ~U,._ 
....." la.. ' M ~t.Uia to .", ....,..~ O,f Pa1e8Ulaa. 

1M wv·.. .u. IIlDl~ la:t the .~ .. \he ....... .w.... ada.... 

. , ...... !be e'WlAl~ M~ bas .... tbat _ ........ 1\ "',
- .,. 



VOl... (S) ~ b ,. ~.~,.~ WAJlb,' . 

Ule ..... 08 Petti"a JG .. (.6) .~,Ua;1""I1k. 01.•' .... 

tJa· .... w4ll .. elect to .. _~. tke)l'P C11i11J18 o:l ~ 


~. (l'''~ an -' _ ........ ~. While...,. .. 

.... _ h_ ".llIlle OJm:et0\p4-.. -.,.. baW a IIUl ~ at .. 
~. 

b. .I!t~ sa. .. ~~ .... ~ .._ tt:ddaJ .. J-." . 
~;cf~_ Utat, tJiG·.w..." _tb.oItUaa ..'~'" ........

. DiI:C'to ...).s.ttat.~ 14 ___ tAt ..-4·~ ua 18 ... 
.~ ......... J'oJr' ~. $.a .the raW .. Wi....... 
tw ...... ~tI.$' P1UPOI8 otf4adi...._. oi ~........... 
__ ., ~...~.. .• 1 tie ball eloRa ~_ .... 

......... tW to•.,...•1I.t. otali!Pd ~ .... '1..... tat1f' . 
~.....,....... to ~.. ,....... aoraut.... GIll ..,.·•••111 

..... a.·~ ...... DIll f!aJ'_' .~..........t1l8. ,

I!Id4 tolIIl u ~."~ .•th.ft... ~.tl:!8 a... ~ ___, 
..... a ...~· ., 11.11..... " . 

• Apr.a., B........~t1IC ~..... " .. ~·_w ... 

~ '__.:~ .~ ~.'" .PftR t. ·:£w'l bltneiU ·01 .,.. -..... 

~·.t""''',."" aM ~ 1'D~. maS8 ..... .. 

~'1IIIIIlI9 '-10.'" ............ ... .... l'.....'., CIiDliW.·· ._ ...... 

......... oa1¥" t~U'W wl'tik a ~~ ......... 

~.. DP~ .... 'UI.t.udId fI!oa ·the hIrIIati"tjl tala ~.. 


liB. ~ ., .......... ~ tD ~ :r .ba11aft, ~... pdae~ 
the d~ti_.•i"llPiI ~ 1A ~·G_"'l'_~ . ,
h ........_~.-. ~....... "'lI"~ _6 ......'ft~ ...........'!l ~1.··.~'--..I ~... 

.. _ ......~'~ ...,....... ~' \ilIIO ..,.. ......... ..........-...........,.... ~ 


~~ .... ~_ 1ft _ ..,......., .".·tIiW .. ald....... 

111 .. ..-11_. taIf·""lliPl. ftle_ * I\IG1IiI rl .•6. atfdal8lO 
'ild'J.eh tale· .BPII .,N~W ~. ~~" 4i.'I1.i etta t.h.e rep1au._ 
811 .. ou~.....nnrlWt .•I·~ ~.t. _the· ,... of ... or . 

. CIIUI' ,.... ~W1.~$f. ~ ~t4anpel'''''. I .. 
, ~.:• ....., ... at t.Jda proW-.1Indt £a .... J8U"...... wQ.l rUIlI
... udll _~·"U:.h '~. c:Lar..' . . . . 

• ~e-' ~!f'U"~ w1t.1t ~ Olar... 
~Wl.\lla •••1\1_ ... VJA ...,. tJe IdJ i-.r 

.. . ~ m this· ~.li'itol!o ... ~ti.a 01 tba 


.~_~of~· .. ·tal ~~ _All"" ~ 


.,;)~ ~.. :bl 1U ~~, ... ltdd, ~ ___ -.t-toUe 

e>t t\IIdII ·tvJ~"'· . . 

d.. ~_l~~.~ ~'tAns a.nr.t s~.:. 110ft 1l~. ....;;;~ sa; !&if; 5$.... ~a~" .'. 'el ~ .. 
tJa $1~ ia ~~ ata t.lle.......
:u _110'., ~ 
.,.. sltGiq, it; ...tat~ ~."'.' .... ·Iira. '" ,. t~~~ 

aM tbJ ... ~lJ.e,tltl.lia tt. ~ d ~h nl"e ill the l ., 

baa teen ....,....... 1 l..f.a \<0 lDe.ls.w that sob ,.Weitr ldll ..,. 
.... to 'tbo "11~ 01 thfl ora, bMb .....~ f'OlAt•.1tms _$11 'tbG 
tdJ.1t.1uy an4 ri~ "' ~•. 

.. 1.1 ... 
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__ 

'lM f...:liat.1cm .r .tIl at. ~ and .....ft.nJ$ ~ 1a. ~~, upc;a 
. a ·cold· ~ of t.l~. si4\e aDd. -fAa at ...·~1-. !tat., of~.·

,-DO' be, ..~ vat.U' .. ...ua~lJ' appI'a1se aDd. de&1t.eW ......... 

lJAt1 as _.~~ .tht ft•.at mlOlI t.bepeo-p.Le. ~ be ~__ 

out 01 Gers:t11t7 and h~. . 


A~. tbis: ....JeClt.. Is.u·;a.a. fA eo-raat. •. 4 OJA.MJ_•..tlat. 

~ J-' ~ -t· ~ Qa)d" __r_tDQJm01~ ".1] _. 

tJ'td. ....1..~ ...........·tae· .. state .ot ~.•' tile·.... 

of lSp» III .......~ be.fttN ·tba··.tmd ~19lr1. tM .toW.·.~ of ~ 

....... tilt. PAla1aill81d.ll. til .... 110.__• I do.an lmow· ....,hIiIr. tilt. , 

~,''''·'':_ •••dp~ I~""~'to_' •. · 
oCmIlirfG......OS l_'~ -.t. in.~ sf thtI .... -.i .~... aWl. 

·a.bo1&t.'~.OOOpet__ ',n ~ I "~UaId W d1~ .~.I!aPD... to· 

..... it;, ••~, ...t.bI!I"t...·... --~ :0' .~ ..' 


In lI,7' oplal-. MSllov.W n4~.ta w·... tile tNth Vie6...... .... 
.......b ..··can· he de........' ltou ~~... tba~ tJJ8 DP.:...... 

ee,atdh'- ."~t ~~.'.''''''''UDa...·~.:.' .. .. 

,....... ........ ~_lda~ ~. .:c~.-'-~the·..... .......,.'8 •. '" 
.~.~..... a--IIOW" •• D!'.· __ ·..·,~W4 .. ~....· ... 
tb8b...~ IIIUaf, at t.&_ ...u... cia. 'be t;ohi. wbat~, .. 1ndt.....la• 

...., .:~ 1a ~ 0.1 ialgl"Du. to·PalA;lsttDa iD .·tho ~_ot aU k:l'lna 
G~"""'1DQ1DU,." a~_.~,," t.lt8 ..af., .td.~ 
the _em.ta at J-' ..~ H .~. W 'FaJ...sttlJa .f'JM __ th1ID DP , 
~ Not CHd¥ do _ .. th.t.s ebU;p.t1,.to ,the DPabUt. \IIlt..U th1.tt 
d$p 1$ .~ _.~ pa,..t.,Jiat.~ 1D ~::~ ADtI'lIa t4lt UUt 

. IPd .., tbe people ~&_o~'t9~~ dUr.5..ri& ~ 
at.......~ot.watt.UJ&~' 

J4•• 'r ' . A~~I . r' ., ., 


It 1.0'.~ aot toG'evq to 1mHIn ~ .Dar ~~... ~ 

~. !D -1Ou.a~ II" __ .0.-. the Urd.~. 01 ~b(Lca .etne.,.. 
baI', 1 loud 1t.-....,. to·UIJlIft U. uns........' ueftlUteq
tlaf, I ~Q 

.... to AIm ~ 18 U. .. tJla ~ or .~. tW. teI8. . I "'*.. 

Rabhl.~.\ of th1u '.flIaIn __ he oalle4 .Sa De.", w"telL ..., 

tile ~Snc~.~ ~pend to l"OeOl1iOJ\d • to ~~~ 

i~ W~ I'•.ew1 to be --""13 t.,·~ 11lIIel o1!tl ..... 
to r....ur·~,. or.., pl..eaa., ., that-you .,.la. .... u.to 
ooasidel' the ftlec.t1oaot ,... ..,.Uf4J. 
~. I AAll be ao"7 to ..... hmIe··... trd.I.. ....,..~.... ,.. ... 
CIJlJt,yIallpertu& .., .tro. ...pet~ ~, itt i8' ~I ad 
.eBidRs in the·....... 
 oz. qaloJcq .... a ~ or the CIIlIIIPla 

~, edmtliQt.s'vat.1.., and I1mraa ?........ 1.i~ attecrt elW "'PlG aad 

utemUf1es ",.,.., with tb~ 11'wa8 .. asp1.r&~ l.Il ectditL_. ~ 

9I'obleilt& 'tWlI' unQ,w ~~ 8Qeh a8 CIU!IiP ~l1datl.. s...s.pat:I4B to 

the U'ftited lata_. aN! ~,G~u. 01 GeiX"l8ft ~tnu_ ........ 

tn1 .~ D'P8. the 1ntefttltleatlort 0' "..~\ou.l t.ra1~ and ""'* ~ 

.1eate, _d Rlia1laP ~ta, aJie ut. 11l8l,. to 0-. to a .~ un,A 

http:ot.watt.UJ
http:ebU;p.t1,.to
http:PAla1aill81d.ll
http:t.bepeo-p.Le
http:de&1t.eW


__ iii tibe .,.... ·ad .t ~t;.bat1t. ~... ~, 1N t.hIJ 1.tI1l!Ce. 
of· ~tr, to be ... ami. Me ttds probl.a t~ .to a coDOlue1OA. 

I ..to J'W... to a.wtbr.'~.1 ~ be DaW1it1t 11' I i\ltlt 1t poe1bla . 
to •.- "" stay hen. . ~~_, I ..1 that JI7 ~ \0_ 
UD1YeJ1'81•.wu<leftrl1to <lftd.nn... A".,rdJ.rtall', I'" plamlliae t.o retwra to 
.~ I.~ in \bI.Ie f~ c~ maxt. fall. 

~ I .......... f.a J~t .. ....... .1,1 .hope. .....•• _
c ,M. .th.a'" the· 1.1quSda.'
b'al- llP ~~ he __ ..,.. '" ..~..~..... U.\'X ....... 
~IJ, be the lan of tile .wv18P'S OIl J~h A,tfaift .tt3 ...~ .. 
0.__• ID ·~.liad t.uat. ~l4I'.I' ~:u......1·._'114 ...., . ", .... Ua'. the ap~.a.srIt •__. •.t.·~ ...·-. ~U~'Dd tfta't 

'. ~. couW ..a.UYeI.F ...... m....~~ .. _ \YU1dllP tie 
.~"O* o.t tbe. ~·s Q1f.l_.mgw.Dh .~.~ u·.lt.W'4\:8~.Iae.1.".J to =ftmoUoa be,... .... All. f§1M$ tut r.u ...__I'taUHd'. and. alae. 1_ 
~ t:hat, .8'flIft .~ ~he f!t.Ost~tt. appra1aiel. of' the .~. "
do.. of tr.he ~1n'~ and AUBtI'Sa 1dU Btill be $bs;tatitd. tw . 
at la~' .s1Jt. Jloldhs _Iter _. 0It~•. 1\ U., ,,,~:ttltat. It ....__ 

at'~ '~'" ~ '1'he .;La- .f&lJ. and sPl"Snl ..-. ... bo1md. to ~ 
$8D&1U..&"'id d;l.tr.t.;nu.\ p,t'II!lIb.l.emt9, VJb.ieb. oau. ittp ~.are!'tJl h.&.fd.U•• w.1. 
tbB top le'Vel GthoJ'iti_. . 

/~ 
~U.neere.l3' 7oute" 

WItLIMI FlAmtiR 
A~ OIl ~h AtJ'a1r. 

I 
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April 7,. 1948 .. 

Mr. Mail' Grossman, 

Director of Department of Overseas ielations, 

American Jewish Oonference 


. 521 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 17, New York 

For transmission to: 	 Au!erican Jewish Conferenoe 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
Amerioan Joint Distribution Oommittee 
American Jewish Committee " 
World Jewfsh Oongress. 

My dear Mr~ Grossman, 

. Iamenolofd.ng my second report for oone1deration by
the o.ooper~ting agenoies, · In addition to my report, . I have 
included asuba.tantial number of attachments dealing with my 
memorandum to Gener~' Keyee1nAustria, the Raid on the Assembly 
Oenterat Esohwege,. and the one at Zeilsheim, my rather lengtq
memor.andum of February 25th to General· Clay on tbe iumanian 
inflltra.tion and his reply. to me, da,ted March 2n<l. a memorandum 
on the depoei t of foreign cu;rrency "eBEtte by DP's, a press 
release which was used as a :bads fora preesconference at 
Frankfurt on Wedne$day, April 2nd ,.anda oopy of my talk before 
the third Oongress of the Oentral Oommittee at :Bad lleiohenau. 
In addition, I am taking the liberty of sending,you the .inutee 
of the lIleeting of the.agencies whioh met in my office on Maroh 
16th. These minutes have. not been oarefully 'ed1 ted and should 
of couree, together with all. of this material, be considered 
conf1dential. 	 . ' 

With warmest regards. 

William Haber 
Adviser on Jewish "Affaire 

WRIY 
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April 1, 1948 

Mr. Melr Grossman 

Direotor of Department of OVerseas Relatione 

American Jewi&h Co~erence 

521 Fifth Avenu.e 

New York 17, New York 


For tr~nsmisslon to: 	 American Jewish Conference 
Jewish Agenc;y for Palestine 
American Joint Distrib~t1on Oommittee 
American Jewish Oommittee 
World Jewish Oongress 

My ,dear Mr. Grossman: 

My f!:rstreport'to,. the cooi)e~ating agencies' was sent on Febru.ary 24th. over a month 
ago. Since tha1; t.i~e, ~hat has happened at Lake Success, in Washington and in 
Palestine, ha:s bean,much mOre significant than what haa occu.rred here. these events 
have had a devaBt,ating, effect upon the morale of the Jewish »Pein Germ~ and 
A~stria. If.it sho~ld develop that their effect 1s to postpone large-soale .ieration 
for an indefi.tlite period, it DI8f be necea_I7 for all of u.s to reappraise the pro

,grams now ope'rating here and to determine whether their ba.siocharaoter and major

emphaai s need to 'be chaJlged. , . . . 


121 this. 'Il11 second report, ,lw18h to call attention to the major events whiOh have 

,occu.rred here to indicate. the trends and special issues, as I see them, and what 

migb.~ 1),e ,do~e abou.t them here and in the States. . 


1. .~ne §n1l!~ion in G,n@raJ. . . .' '" . ',' .' ", 

SinO, JDY iaet' repoft, I have viei ted the two' oamps in 13erl1n, eome of the c'amps 

arou~~nicb and ,Stuttgart and,also, .111 the Salzburg and latns areas in. J\U.stria. 

1: haVe ,aleo had a l,ong 8e,810n rith· the Centra~ Conunl ttse in Munich, w1t~ 'several 
ca,ap COmJll1ttees d.u.rin& my fiel,dv18its.,andwith the beads of all of the agencies 
wor,king with'Jewien .»Fa.In addi tion~ I have conferred with members of the milltar;y 
staff.. ~rtfcularly with, Generals Ool.l1ns. and Haynes in Salzburg and L1nz. respec
tively. with General, Fu.:rlkin Stut~prt,;and I have had regular sessions with Gene
rale O'la1', Buebnet"~ and,Harrold.ln Fralikfurt. I have, in addition, conferred with 
tlleMilital'1 GoverJlors VanWagoner ot :Bavaria in lviunlch, Newman ot Besse in Wiss

. baden,And Lai'ol.letteof Wuertte~berC':":Baden in Stuttgart• 

. ,'The'impresSions 'Whicb result from th~ conferences with tbe military people can 
r8&(l.111 be summar! zed. 'rom now· on the ise~eB affecting Jewhh DPs are not likely 
to ,be made all their merits. otner considerations, such as the cold war between the 
Un~te4 States and the East, the:plan to enlarge the scope of· German government8J. . 
authority. the revival ,of" the German :and Au.strian econom1 and eimilar obJectives' 
wUl materially "nfl~ence ',the deciSions affecting the :OPe in GermaD1. I learn from 
highest 'authority oftha ver:! real pro'bab111t1 that a western German state may be 

'setup befo:rethe end ',of .the year. Such a state Will, inevitab11 have greater auton
.oIll¥; even though occu.pied, and the demand for German administration over »Fe will 
'ce,rta1nly pepressec1.more vigorously than heretofore. Even wi thout such an eventu
a.11 ty, the~e. isa.1ready substantial evidence that the Iq1I1pathetic. $-nd at times . 

&enero~8. attitude on the part of the .11litarl GovernJDent and 'European, Command has 

",lread,v .beenrep;l.a<;ledby a ti,rmer an4 colder approa~h. Jor e,x.amp.1e, when during a 


. conference with one of our higneat officials, t referred to the fact that l have 

http:e,x.amp.1e
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been disturbed to discQv"r that mllita1'1 people in the field consider the ~a a nui.,. 
sance and an l~terfere~oeW1th the more important work of the occupation authorities, 
the official replied that' m;y observation was not only correot, but I should not oon,
fine it to the mil1ta1'1 folks in the field. "In fact, this is our attitude from top 
to bottom.. The people have been here a long time, and we are tired of them. II I did 

\ point out that he was guilty of a common psychological pitfall and that, instead Of 
\ resenting the hard-boiled and calloussed world whic~ has prevented the people trom 
\ leaving here, he was expresainc hie anger at the people for stlllbelng around. 

Nevertheless, what this top general said happens to be tragically true and explains 
the actions one finds in bis day to ds, experiences with the l~wer echelons. 

This situation, coupled with events in Palestine and Lake Success, explains why the 
morale of the DP camps is exceedingly low. The physical conditions of life, measured 
in terms of housing and the quality and. quantity of food. has steadily improved. It 
has, perhaps, not been better at aD,1 time sinoe liberation. The deterioration which 
has taken place ie psyohological. T~epeople feel trapped. The United States pro
posal to repudiate parUt1on, coupled with the talk of another war. and the effects 
of these two developments upon the outlook for emigration 'have combined to iDpress
upon the leaders and the masses the tragic fact that their st~ in Germanr 1s not 
likely to oome to an end this year or next. The prospects of war. particularly, are 
responsible for a depression of spirit, difficult to exaggerate. Many expressed
themselves in the most despairing terms,indioating that. those f$w who escaped the 
last holocaust wl1l be finished in the one whioh they consider just around the corner. 
This feeling of an ominous Situation obviously influences their dST to day aotivities 
and complicates all;1 program for oonstructiv.e work. 

Particularly significant is the impression, generallY prevailing among the military
and the agenCies, that the number of JewiehDPs twelve months hence wlll be sub stan
tiallY as large as the present number. This conclusion does not rule out some emigra
tion to the United States, to Palestine and, perhaps, in small numbers, to somB other 
countries. It is assumed, however, that the volume ,will be relatively small and, 
when considered in relation to. the birth rate in the Jewish nP camps and to the . 
present and prospective infiltration (f~om Roumania, Hungary and Czechoslovakia), the 
total Jewish population in GermanJ will not be reduoed. If this conclusion is based 
on accurate assumptions, then it behooves the agencies to carefully reyiew the .pro
grams in operation and to plan in terms other than transitional act!vities. 

2•. Oopference of Jsndsbyencift!! 

On March 16th I assembled in rq office the directorsi-lof all of the Jewish agencies 
operating in Germany - the JAFP, AJDC, HIAS, ORT,VAAD BA!ZALA, together with.the 
Oentral 'Committee of Liberated Jews and Dr. Auerbach, Staatekommissar for :Bavaria. 
The purpose of this meeting was to survey the pres~nt sitUation, to seek a common 
understanding of the underlYingprobleme and the outlook and, if possible, to develop, 
in an informal manner, some coordination of the activities of theseverBl agenoies. 
If the meeting took a constructive t~rn, I was prepared to consider this an advisor,y 
group to be consulted about the more significant policy problems which come to mJ 
attention. . 

The agenda called for an indication by each agency head of what he considered to be 

the most important problem faCing the JewiSh DP in the months immediatelY ahead, a 

review of the outlookibr emigration, advice as to the position t~ be taken with re

gard to the. then proposed tranBfer of responsibility from the militarr to the State 

Department, and. a discussion of pressing current issues in the camps, Among these, 

reference was made to (a) the black market, (b) the emplo1ment of Germans in Jewish 
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DP camps, (c) th~ threate~ed strike of Jewish DP police" (d) the increasing nwnber 
of search and Deizure raids by the Constabulary, (eJ the law tor the deposit of " 
foreign exchange by the lli's, (f) press relations, a.nd (g) methods, of increasing the 
emplc1ment of DPs. 

The meeting lasted an e :nUrs day and evening and, in my judgment, was exceedingly 
worthwhile and constructive. I am happy to report that the ageno1 heads saw the is 
suss in large tarms and did not confine their discussion to the organizational inter
ests they happen to represent. 

It was the'consensue of the group that: 

a., there is an indispensable need for coordinating the work of ell the 
JewiSh organizations serving the lli's and that overlapping and du.plication 
of functions Should be removed: ' 

b. my office ought to take the initiatiVe to improve relations with the 
press; that there are too ·many organizatione that seem to speak for the 
DPs; and that the DPs suffer because the problema are inadequately or 
improperly interpreted., The,rurged that a press officer be attached to 
my office; 

c. aggressive action was needed to overoome letharQ and apathy prevailing
in the camps; , 

d. more effort should be concentrated on the rehabilitati~n program for 
the large number of unemployable or semi-employable DPs. or those whose 
physical deficiencies will 'block their emigration; , , 

B., bold efforts needed to be made to re';"win the goodwill of the ArmT: 

f. employment and training projects occ~py ~oo m&n1 young and a'bl&

bodied men who are much more needed in Haganah and that such projects 

ougp.t to 'be reviewed with that objective in mind: 


g. a more realistic interpretation of the Pale stine program among the 
DPs should be fostered to overcome the romantic view which, until now, has 
been emphasized and to familiarize them with the type of lite that awaits 
the DPs in Palestine, 

There was a full- review of these propositions and substantial agreement as to their 
implications. I ,should report to you that I found this conference of ver:! real value 
to me, personally, for it not only e.stablished a close ,.,orking relationship between 
the agenoies and ,me, but also provided me with guidance concerning the representa.
tions I should make. with respect to many aspects of the programs, I propose to con
tinue such confsrencesperiodically, and 1 am sure that, apart from specific issues 
which we shall review, the bi-product wi,ll be better coordination and a oloserwork
ing together among the agencies. 

3, Improvement of Press RelatiOA! 

The press situation in respeot to Jewish DPs is exoeedingly bad. There is seldom a 
reference to the oonstructive activities in the camps. ~ha.t 1s not news, !u.t there 
is much news about blaok market, raids, arrests, prosecutions, and the like. This 
situation is contributing materially to the anti-Jewish DP attitude general11 pre
vailing among military and civllian personn'el. 
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Something can ~e done to 4eal with th1s situation. I conferred with the edltor of 
"Stars and Stripes" and found him quite 81UlP&thetic, but with the view that the 
initiative to improve the situation must be taken by us, He agreed, for ezample. to 
assign a friendly reporter to accompaDf me.on ce~taln field trips where the more 
wholesome and c.onetructive life. of the llPs could be seen. He agreed, . further, to 
publicize in "Stars and Stripes", and their weeklJ 8upplement, information oonOernl118 
the adjUstment of DPs.who have emigrated to the United States. The Unlted Service 
:for New Americans, Inc'". have aireadJ provided me with excellent information concern
ingsuchadjustment. This willshortlJ appear 1n the l!lng11eh press here. What is 
needed. however. is someone who is devoting himself to tbe matter of press relations. 
~ajor Hyman and I are on the alert for aueh developments but &.re far too occupied 
to take advantage of all the opportunlties for f.avorable publicity. or to correct 
unfavorable reports.·· . 

J. goqd illustration of this problem occurred the other day. The March 28th issue of 
flTroop Information and Education :Bulletin". an official p~bl1catioil of the Army and 
heavily relied upon- for troop orientation purposes, carried a storr. en.titled n~_ 
thing to Sell" •. That story describes how the Soviet Union acquires lI~rdmone7". 
It describes rest·aurantand hotel services in the Soviet Zone, 1n which parment onl:r 
in American dollars or other sound foreign currency is accepted. Then the item pro
oeeds with the following. which 1 am quoting: . 

"Their greatest source of dollars has been fr6m individuals who, through
out Europe. make a business of "buying" American dollars which they sell 
to the Soviets ata profit. The Joint Distribution Oommittes in Paris 
imports huge sums of American dollars each month." 

The article, atter describing how an individnal sells his dollars to the RUSSians, 
continueswlth the following devastating paragraph:· . 

"If the individual is working for an organization. instead of himself, 
it is possible that the Soviete pay for his dollars with arms and ammuni
tion instead of marks. This armament is then absorbed into whateverre
volutio!1817 movement the group happens to be interested in." 

JDC was properlJ exercised about this piece in an official Army publication. Its 
potential consequences are serious. A colonel, who is in charge of this publication,
defended the. piece by.insisting that the only reference to JDO. namely that it im
ports huge sums of "molley", is correct and has been "fully checked". That i8 ob
viously true. I had to convince him, however. that the implication of the sto17. 
since JDO iethe onlJ organization named. doel lead to the conclusion that the money
it imports gets to the Russians and that the Russians pay in arms a.nd ammunition for 
subversive purposes. . 

I am pleased to report that, during the Game day that the matter was called to our 
attentionbJ the JDO. a cablegram from the colonel in charge was sent to all agen
cies and departments receiving thie publication, explaining that no inference 1& to 
be drawn from the reference to the JDC in that article, that other organizations. 
Jewish and non-Jewish, also import Bubstantial amounts of dollars; and that it is not 
intended to suggest that such sums are designed for the purposes relerred to in the 
article. In addition, the next issue of the IlBulletintt will oontain a full explana
tion of its operat!o·ns.. I have asked the JDO to prepare it. ~nd lam sure that it 
will be printed. . 

4. Con~iquajion of Armr QQntrol After Jull 

~efore the White House announced the withdrawal of the plan to transfer the oocupa
tion responsibility to the State Department, I reviewed the implications for Jewish 
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DPs. I conferred with 4Bi~stant Secretary of State, Oharles Saltzman, who was in 
Germany, and with other repre·sentatives of W'ar, and State Bent here to develop the ad
m1n~strat1ve organization. The Jewish agenclee whlch met w1th me on Ma.roh 15th 
reached the Wi&nimous concluSion that th.e Adviser should urge the oontinuance of Army 
Oontrol over DP operations. The group felt tha,t. eV8nthough the Arrq ie. tough and 
less friendly than a year ago, it bilS learned a great deal and i8 general17 more 
sympathetic than Mil~tary Government. The White RouBe announoement that the State 
Department is not coming' over left the problem as .at present. ,1 am pleased wi,th this 
~evelopment, although I should point out that ltdoes not indicate a~ elowi~g down 
of the trend to transfer 'increasing administrative responsibility to German officials. 

5. lr9P9se~ JgwiiP M!90r laital~on@ 
General Huebner, in a conference with me,and General Harrold on Jriday. March 26, 
advised us that he wishes to organlql a labor battalion cOioposedof Jewish »Pe work
ing in the building crafts and related occupations, Some three thousand non-Jewish 
DPs are at preaerit organized in eo-called labor companies. ~hey work exclusively 
for the U.S • .Arm'1'. are billetted an~ maBBed together, and' arepald. in addition to 
such compensation in marks as is customa17 for stlch work, five dollars per month .in 
miUt&17 .crip, wi~h the privilege to bu.;rln PX stores up to the amount ot such scrip•. 
~eneral Hu.elll'lerindlcatedthat. since the',Jewish DPe are llkely to be here, for a long , 
time, we had to fiM ,ways and means tor 1ncreasing eJ'.Ployment for them. 'he ArIl1'3 
needs help in construction and building repair, and he wiShes me to explore whether 
~ beginning Mn be made with a company of two hundred such workers from Jewish DP 
ca.mps. 

1fra.nkly~ I tliink the idea is e:xcellent., It would provide an opportunity ,for experi
Emce and tra.ining tor a considerable, ni1Jnber of Jewish workmen in the building craft. 
Since that representea real labor shortage in Palestine; this would be a very con
structive program. The matter is tobs studied by General Harrold' 8 etaff• and he 
asked,me not to ,dtsouss it with the Jewish organizations until such studies are com
pleted. I mention i,t to you for two reaSOJ;lSl ' , , 

1. 'his proposal ,initeelf suggests that it may be time for us to review the 
'attitude 'of ~be Jewish liPs toward work+~s lnth~German economy. !his work, 
to beaure, wUl be for the Army, but,while they work for the ArDf1. they 
will be bulldlri,gwarehouses, repairing buildings, malntaiJling grounds and, in 
other ways, improving property. AI a result~. th.ere ~lllbe, in rtrY' Judgment, 
considerable,resistancetQ th~a proPQsal,' If it should fail.that is, if it 
should b,e disoovered tbAt two hundred, people are not available for an ini tia.l 
work group ... ther:eiult,would be most unfortunate,' It~r H would have. an 
extremely badeff,ect u.ponthe Army leadership aildup0l?- th~publict generally,
when it becomeeknown.' ," ,,' ,,' 

, , 

2.' I should ~ell you that I am,.xoeedinglyeceptical as to ,whether it will 
succeed. 'People in the camps' dono~ want 'to, take ,manUal labol;"' jobs. Those 
who would be asked to volunteer for 8ucha companywou.ld, in tact, be asked 
to separate themselves trom the camp community .nd from such personal and 
IIbud,ness" relationships, as thsy may have established." ,In ,addition, JeWish 
DPs are notinter6ste,d ~n being paid 1l?- marks. ,Two 'packagee of oigarettes,
which are not difficult to procure, ai'nce the' JDC 'supplementation il partly 
in that' form. will ,sell for' som$wha.t more than~h,e 'tot,a.l 'sum of marks earne~ 
per month by the average Germanworker,t 

I shall follow up this development and review it with the agencies. I report 
it to 1011 as illuBtrat~ve of~~e geIleral .t,rend to which I referred above. 

J.. ••• 

, ("':1835 1;), .. 
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, .6. Resp:;J.ts,2f "the Ow l'l~gt1onB 

You will be interested in the reeults ot the elections held in the camps last month 
for the Oongress of the Central Committee of Libero!i.ted Jewe. A t,otal of 61,415 
participated in the elections. In our judgment. this represents about 90% of those 
who are e11gible to vote; ~el:,r, men and women, of 18 leara and over. (The Oentral 
Oommittee indicate. to me that th18 represents onlY 65;& of those. ellg1W:,e to vote. 
They tend to overstate the number ot Jewish DPs in the camps.) 'The table below in
dicates the numerical strength of the several parties a8 represented by the votes cast: 

Milrachi 5,773 
General Zionists 5,921 
Agudath Israel . 6,176 
Revisionists 12,999 
Mapai 11.891 

, Labor Group 	 '8,65§
61,415 

I. am advised that the campaigning this year was more intense. There was much more 
int'erest shown in this year's eleotions. Both the right and the left made substan
tial gains. The table above was prepared for General Harrold of the Oivil Affairs 
Division. I $hould indicate to you that the olassification of Labor Group,inoludes, 
of course. the several splinters Oil the extreme lett, .uc~ as Ha.ehomer Ha.tzair and 
Poalei Cion (O.S.). ' 

7. RegistratiOA for ?alestlpe Immi&rat1os 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine ha.ebeen conducting in the oamps in Germany and Au
stria a zone-wide registration for immigration to Palestine. ,I·donot have the re
sults of the regist~ati·on in suffioient detall.It is, in fact,being completed now. 
\'Ihile I have not reviewed the results with the representat1vesof. the, Atgeno;y in Ger
man;y. it is my impress10n that the fightill8 in Palestine and the doubts about the 
United States position on sUPllort of partition. coupled with the relat1ve sense of 
securi ty and II business ,connections" which many of the DPs have 'established, for them.... 

'selves here, may compel ,us to revise our impress:ions as to the proportion of Jewhh 
DPs who "intend" to, ~o to Palestine. The issue is, of aourse, academiC, and the 
actual test cannot be made until legal emig~at1on becomes available.. There are, 
nevertheless, "straws in the wind" which suggest that there is nothill8 static abou.t 
the direct~on of emigration. Frankly, I have been told by reaponeibleoff1cials' in 
the work here ,that,in spite o'f the hardships and the ominous ,outlook. many. perhaps 
a ver1 large number of JewiBhDPs, have 'acoommodated themselves to the prevailing 
eituation here and are not inclined to go to places where the risks are ver,y great. 
This is a significant development .onl7if actual emigration becomes poeaible. for it 
might indicate that the high hopes that" the DPs a.lrea~ in Germany and Austria will 
be a source of substantial movement to Palestine maybe miep.laced. The Jews 'in Rou
mania, Hungary, and other places i,n the east ma:,r be a more likely source.! need 
not. at this time, elaborate the signlf1canceot these observations, shOUld later 
developments prove them to be correct.. ' 

8. Spec~al Problems 

In thisS9ction I wish to call attention to several developments either in process or 
in the offing Which are, in my judgment, eignificantand about which :,rou should be 
posted. 

a. li!'Qps1.ts of 19reig Exchange~ Between April 1st and 15th every DP is 
required to deposit all foreign exohange in his posseSSion. The M11itar;y 

http:li!'Qps1.ts
http:detall.It


'!"', 8 

Government order provides that it Ih.ll be absumed that he came to such sums, 

as he brings in, legally. The maneJ will be kept in an envelope, deposited 

in the German Land 'Bank, reoeipted for by Mili tary Government, and returnable 

to the depositor within thirty dqB before he leaves the country or, at re- ' 

quest, after he leaves the oountr3"~ ,Military Government 11guaranteealf to 

return dollar for dollar, pound for pound. bullion for bullion, if the money 

should be stolen or burned while on deposit with the ba~. After April 15th 

any DP found in pOssession of foreign currenQf will have it confisoated and 

be subject tofi,ne and lmprisonment for POBSBSBing it illegall;y. 


I am iil accord wl'th the o'Q.jectives of thia law. fhle office hAS been consulted 
about it and our Bu,ggeetions have been incorporated in ita provisions. Foreign 
currency which the DP now po,sesses can be picked up tn searoh and seizure, 
raide and. excessive amoW,lte mar subject him to prosecution for black: market 
operations. This law makes it possible forhlm to legalile the holdings b;y 
the mere prooess of deposit. it would alao take the sums out of the control 
of the DP and, to that extent, would reduce the available ~um8 for black 
market operations. 

Our first concern was that the efflct of the law would indicate that Jewish 
DPs have deposited very huge sums. This, it was felt, would present a serious 
public relatione risk. !ut I. nevertheless, oontinued to urge the law and its 
support by o\1r people. No one kIIOwshow much is available for suCh deposit. 
I am told, however. that, while only a relatively s_ll prop~rtion ot our people, 
in the camps bave funds - that is to sa;y perhaps lesa ,than five to ten peroent 
the amount of such funds is quite substanti~l. 

Our present concern 18 in the oppoB1te direction. The Jewish DPe are very cold 

toward this law, In spite of our advice, many of them will not deposit such 

fUnds as they may have, They do not trust the German banks, even though they 

have a Military Government receipt, !I!hey bave, had tragiC experienceswlth 

having their money taken away from them in slave labor camps and concentration 

campe. Many suspect that their money wtll, also, not be returned this time. 

Accordingly, tbe;y are willing to t'ake t~e ri~k of tire, theft, raids, confis

cation and jail. I am con~eztnedt particula.rly.about the. latter, ~or I fear 

that, after Apr~l 15th, ma~ of our people foundwithfore~gn, curreno;y will 

lose whatever tlley possess and su.ffer ~mprfsonment i,n a<ldition~ I pla.n to 

emphasize this hazard at thepseeting Qf t:tle Oentr~l OOmmitteeOoilgrees in Bad 

Reichenhall. 


b~ Ji!ids. My flrst report 9,ealt with a ztaid,at,Heide~eiJll' Sinoe then two 
, large-scale "searcb and seizureoperatlon$1I tookp:t.aceat the Jewish Dl' camps 
in Eschwege and Zeilsheim, ~he Eschwege ztald invo;Lvad th!9 \18'e of over one 
thousand troops, On ~e basis of reports were~eive¢ fro~ the camp committee, 
I sent Major ~~n ~o the ,scene w~thin a few ho~r~~fter the raid. H1s report, 
a copy of which I ~ attachi~, waa extremely critica:t. of th,e conduct of the 
mill tary. As yoq; will note, be reported conside.rable. ~ge to the offices 
of the committee. destruction of reoord,e, ,and cited other ~ideD(;e at ruthless 
conduct. His report, wbich I transmitted to General Huebne.r. created quite a 
stir and led to an Inspector General's investigation of the entire incident~ 
The military feel that our chargee are too bar$ a~c1 are nQw suggesting that 
some of the damage was deliberately done by our OWn people in order to discredit 
the military. The investigation is not completed, and we shall hear more about 
it. 

The raid in Zeileheim was of a 4ifferent character. Here, also over a thoueaBd 
801diers were employed. and a considerable quantity of material for blaok 
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market activ1ties and some foreign. currency was found. The raid., however, waa 
well conducted .and not a Bi~le oharge of abuse on the part of the troops has been 
cited. On the oontr~r.vt MaJor Hyman, who waa present, wrote a report quite com
plimentarY to t~e militar,y for their conduct during the raid. A copy of our 
report' on tl\~s raid, a], 80 , 11 attached. . 

Theee two incidents are in' themselves not especially significant. As long as our 
people continue to engage in black market activit:1es of one kind orano:ther, raids 
will take place~ There will be more of them. for the oamp leaders and the Oen-.. 
tral Committee leade.rs de> not wish to assume aw responsibility for curtailing or 
controlling su,ch aotivitiee on the part of the Jewish DPs. It has been rq obser-:-.. 
'l'ation that the mil~ tary 1s,. relati:fely uninterested in black market act1vi ties 
Which are designedpriJU8.r1ly to provide IJLebensmitt.el", !Pheir main concern, it 
appea.rs to m~, ar18ell from the fact that some camps are used as a baBe for large--. 
Bcale black market activtties. 1 have takenthepoeitlon that the camp leader
ship and th~Oentral Committee leadership ~st. root· out these activities or take 
th,e reeponsib1li ty tor such raids aetake place. The raids are extremely oostly 
to our people, for suchtew possessions as the.y accumulate are taken awat from 
them, . unless tpey can. provide evidence that they' have been legally acquired. 

We are urging that, as a general policy,. the mi~itary should make regu.lar inspeo
tions of DP camps t'od1scover illegal activities, to arrest and punish the indi"!' 
vid~lB inv·oived,bu.t n<)t to engage in wholesale raid. wbicb indict the entire. 
community because .of. the flasrant viola.tion of a handtu;t of people. Thisrecom
menda'tionwill be pr.epared as soon as Major H7inan returns from A,ustria. I shall 
present it to G~neral Clay and hope it will receive favorable considerat'ion•. 

c. §eargb Qf,:'ranspor~!.' You. have inquired concerning reports that transports 
, containing JewiSh DPs.bound for porte of embarkation, were being stopped and 

. personal bagage searched. Theae reports are correct. Representatives of 010 
bave. ~ntered, r&1lro.ad oars in Munich and Frankfurt, and German police have. done

lao 	 in. other cities. We have made strong representations and have, in fact, 
pointed. out that this is in violation at existing regulations. I am assured that 
thitS pract1c.e i.B already,.ourtalled and clarifying instructions are being issued. , 

4. Ey~gtion of R9~man1an8.Since my last report, the ArmJ has ca.rried out.its 
plan to.evict from the camps .those who entered after April 21, 1947. Bllch evic
tions.bave bean carried out in many, areas"with some hardship in several plaoes. 
The :J4l'DOAAs done an excellent job in providing for those people and in accompaIl1':' 
lng them' out .ofthe camps to .·tl).eir new locations. as well as in other way's ad'" 
ministering to tbeir.needs and morale. Many have already been moved, and about 
thr,eethousandJews.are involved. .lhav.e already advised you of 'ID7 discussion 
with General· Clay .onthh BUbject,e.nd,y9U have a copy of his letter to me declin
ing to reyeree the implementationof'·tbis policy. 

t. Ozechoslovakian Infiltration•. Earlier reports that we ma;r expect trom.Czecho
elovaldaten to twelve thousand CEeplioslovakian Jews to infiltrate in the American
Zone have notmateria11led. Se:veraJ.·hundred have come in. Thq are not eligible 
for ca.mpcar~ and. are ae8ignedto' German refugee oenters, as in the case of the . 
Rouma.nians. GeneralOl~ hae.made a p1,lblia st~tement to the effect that people, 
f'leeingO~eohoslova.k1a, will fi·nd a. haven in the Amerioan Zone. He has specifi 
cally indicated., however,thatno new camps will be Bet up and that they are not 
admissable to exi.stingcamps•. To the extent, therefore. that such infiltration 
is sl1bs.tantial; either from.C~echoslovakiaor elsewhere. the relief burden of 
the AJDO is boWi,d .to .increase. 

http:r&1lro.ad
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9. Delelopmenj;8,ig Austr~a 

I have been to Austria sinoe my last report and spent several days around Salzburg 

and Linz, visiting camps and conferring with military authorities. A summary of our 

problems there is contained in the, two memorandums to General Ke1es, both of which 

are attached. 


You will see from these reports that ,the problem in Austria is oonsiderably moredif
ficult than that in Germany, particularly beoause theoamps are exceedingly,overorowded 
and living oonditions are far less favorable than here. . 

It is my oonolusion. on the basis of the oonferenoes'whioh bave been held, that the 
military is determined to close the camp at New Palestine and plane are under way to 
do so without too much consultation with me. 1 am officially advised that my recom
mendations concernin:g NewPalestine'wl1l be given "very serious oonsideration." Never
theless, the move is likely to get under way within a week or ten days. 

10. Poligy lssue@and§g.gg!stioss 

In this report. attention has been oalled to the major developments I have observed 

in the nine weeks since! arrived, I have checked my impressions with many people, 

Future events will haY'e to ,determlnewhether they are entirely correct. On the 'as... 


, Bumption that I have aocuratel1 interpreted what is afoot in Germany, I wish to pose 
a number of issue. which shol11d be kept in mind. Some are already pressing ourrent 
problems,' Others will· present themselves, in the U10nthe ahead.. Among these are the 
followingr . 

a. To what' extend should the programs, now in operation, be recast in the light 
of the present and prospective situations? Should the vooational training program,
for 9lrampl.e.1:e substantially expanded? .Shol1ld the relief program be more specifi 
cally related to a I'meane te.et tl than is true at the present timet· 

b. ,Shouldable-bodled people without. other responsibility be required to work 
as a condition for receivingaidl 

o. Should efforts be made to.reverse the present attitude of Jewish DPs conoern
ing work "in the German eoonomy"? When the IRO appropriation is reduced or dis
appears altogether, or when AJDC funds are not as adeql18.te as at present. this is
sue will become of orIlCial' importance. I am convinced that the present attitude 
on.. this 8ubjeotis partly "foroed". There. would be lese aversion to working in 

.the German economy if payment were in some medium other ,than Gerinan marks. 

d. What position should we take. if it should be Ilrged during the course of this 
year, tha.t the camps should be closed altogether and the people live in the German 
oommunities? This is not a fantastic idea;. While it is not proposed at this mo- ' 
mant, I knO'l' tha.t it is being considered and bas the Bupport of important indivi~ 
duals in the Civil Affairs DiVision, . If emigration is slow, it may be formally 
oonsidered. Are we to be against it? 

. . -.... 

8. Can anything be done in Washington to check the trend in expa.nsion of German 
administratiye oontrol ~ or in exempting DPa from such control? Should anything 
be done? I have reference to the demands of German authorities to permit German 
police to enter the camps, That can bereeisted now. It will be .more difficult 
to resist it later. 

f, What should be done to deal with anti-Semitism in Germany' Most observers 
agree that the situation is far more serious than at any time since the end of the 

http:adeql18.te
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war. I am also told that the Geraum labor unions; strong opponents ot anti 
Semitic agitation in the pre~Hitler period, do not represent suoh a bulwark to~• 

.	On theoontra17, German'trade union membe.re are 'more anti-Semitic than wa.s true' 
even during the Nazi regime. I cannot check these observa.tions, but there is 
substantial evidence of increasing anti-Semitism everyw~ere. Should anrth1ng 
be done. to aid liberal groups who wish to organize for the purpose ot preaching
toleranoe, fighting anti-Semitism and, in other ways, bringing to the attention 
of the German people literature, films and other material that would increase 
their effectiveness as .a democra.tic, force? 

I 'can assure you that I am, personally, giv:b1g seri(';lus con,ideration to these lIBuse 
and, needless to say, I have some .views as to what our course ought to be. These 
views will be transmitted at a later time when the situation develops when the prob
lemsaremore olearly discernable. 

In submitting these heues to the Committee, it i8 not my intenti'on that the Oommittee 
reaoha conclusion with respect to the several problems presented. Some of these 
problems obviously fall exclusively within the purview of one or another of the 00
operating organizations. I merel;, indicate them in question form in order to sU,ggeet
the nature of the developing problems and the policy issues whioh follow therefrom. 

My immediate suggestions are the following:' 

. 1.. Can a perB~n, to aid in press relations, be made available? He will have to 

be hired by one of the cooperating agencies and he will have to be pleoed on the 

staff of an organization now authorized to work in Germany. I can use such a person 

on apart or full time basiS. . 


2. Oan'the Committee agree that it would be desirable to undertake eome work 

designed to deal with anti-Semitism in Germany? Should a person be made available 

to work on this problem? Or should a team or two or three surve;r the situ.ation in 

order to agree on the kind of program that may be helpful? If the latter, such a 

group .selectedon some basis agreeable to the Oommittee could properlY' devote thirt;r 

to sixty daye and advise not only ()n the problem of anti-Semitism, but perhaps with 

regard to some of the other issues listed in this report. 1 have no suggestions as 

to the method of sel acting the group, nor do I have any speCific names in mind. 


!his is not a report of day to day activities of the Adviser's Office. That would, 

in itself, be an interesting record. It is, rather,a report of observations or 

impreSSions, problems and issues. I shall. be very much disappointed if it is not 

acknowledged either by eaoh of the cooperating agenoies or by the Committee as a 

group_ If' there 1s any valu.e in sending it, it should be a. two-way affair. I want 

to know your reactions to these c.omments and observations a.nd your criticisms and 


. suggestions, a8 well~ 	 . 

Wi th warmest greetings to all, 
Cordially yours, 


WILLIAM HABER 

Adviser on JewiBh Affairs 


WH/mf

Enols. 

http:membe.re
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OFFIOE OF THE ADVISER ON J~lSH AFFAIRS 

25 February 1948 

General Lucius D.Clay

Oommander in Chief 

Headqua.rters European Oommand 


Dear Gene~al Clal: 

Bince our brief discussion of the proposed eviotion of those who have no legal
right· to live in: the DP assembly centers in our solie of occupation. 1 have gIven a 
great deal of thought to the problem, particularly as it. relateeto the Roumanian 
Jews who entered the camps after 21 April 1947. EVen at the risk of appearing to 
reO]i)en a question on which you ha.ve . reached a definite decision, which is in the pro
ceesof implementation, 1 should like to give you rq analysis of the problem as I· 
view.it in the light of the reoent trend in the. Roumanian Jewish infiltration. 

During and since my recent visit to Austria, I.made a epecial effort; to learn. 
the factors that are at the root of the ma.ss eXodu8 from Rouman1a and to determine 
what ma.7 be expected in terms offurthe:r migration from that country, In Vienna 1 
conferred with the staff at the Rothschild ao~ital, the installation where the new 
arrivals are. admitted and also spoke with dozens of the infiltrees 1n one of the DP 
-oamps in Sa~zburg. Seve:ral days ago I discussed the problem telephonically with 
Dr. Joseph Sohwartz..· Europea.n Director of AJl)COperations,wh~ as recently as a week 
ago 	returned from Roumania where he p~reonally explored the problem. From these 
sources of information I wa,s able to reach a number of conclusions that are pertinent 
to a. decision on the appropriate handling of the Rouman1an Jews, who have illegally 
entered the assembly centers. These conclusions are underscored in the discussion 
that follows. .. . 

1 am oQnvtnged· that at the present time the moiremen~ 9f J~@ frrun iOu.ma.l}la 1s 
nei\her inspired, .sj;imla~eg. nor directed hY agJewish orgnizaj;ion working either 
wHbinor Qlljis!ge, pf ROlima.nia. There 'f49.'1 be some local leaders who, havingdesps.ired
of any hope for the Jews of that countr,r, urge them to leave. However, those who 
respond to these exhortations leave in no organized groups. ~hey liquidate their 
belongings and stake out for themselv'es.and those Who succeed in reaching Austria 
and eventually Germany do eo against great odds. 

There are fo~r~asic reason! for Fha mass migrat19n from aogmaniaE They are 

1. 	 The fear that the eoonomic plight of Roumaniawill inevitably lead to 
violenoe against the Jews; 

2•. 	The desire to esoape the effect of the liquidation of the middle class in 
i.oumania; 

3. 	 The general lack of sympath1 for oommunismthat is penetrating every
phase of life in Roumanla;" . 

4. 	 The overall loss of faith in the countries of Central Europe, resulting 
in the irreeistable drive to get to Palestine or to some other western eoun
try where a substantial Jewilh community exists and Where Jews may live 
in relative securi ty. . . 

The precipltogs drop in migration from igumlnia is due almost solelY to the 
r~gid logal measures recently ad9pted against further unauthorized emigration. From 
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. 21 April 1947 to 23 Jebrua,17 1949,19,434 J'ews entered US Zone, Austria. The following 
represents their rateo! arriv~l during that period: 

lii1 
Ap:dl 21-30 
Ma1 

322 
892 

lJWl 
Januar;v 
Februa17 1-22 

652 
179 

June '1712 
Ju11 4108 
August '4186 
September 
October 

1600 
. 2661 

November 2066 
December 1266 

Until recentl;v most of the infiltreea were those who original11 stemmed from lJukovina , 
and Bessarabia, that part of Roumania that was incorporated into the Soviet Union. All 
the inhabitants of this a~ea were given the qption to become'Soviet citizens. ~OBt 
of the Jewe, fearing that ~hey would be withdrawn from ,Rou.ma.nia and .transhipped into 
the interior of Russia, lett for Rownania proper~ There .. the1 lived on the very fringe 
of the econo., and were kept from starvation by AJpC relief~ The Roumanian government 
was pleased to be relieved of this element, and their emigration was an eaST solution. 
However. more recentl;v the emigration panic began to reach the indigenous Roumanian 
Jews who were solidly rooted' in the country' e economic life. This. migration had a 
"pubUc relations" aspect that Rciumania found embE:i.rassing and threatening to her pres
tige as a member of a new economic order. Detei'JIliue.d. to.etemthe Uda,Roamania 
adopted a law providing for:. sentences u.p to ten 1ears fQr attempting to cross the bor
der withou.t specific author! ty. :Simultaneously the borner control was so tlghtenecl 
that the people who now manage to equeeze through do eO at the risk of their lives. 
In Vienna I talked to a woman whose husband was killed b,- a Roumanian sentr;v while at
tempting to cross the bor4er. 

At the present time there are about 200,000 to 260,'000 Jews left in Roumania•. The 
best estimate 1s that approximately 50,'000 are eager to leave that country~ In mY 
ap'iQion 'fih! mgration of !;heee P!ople into Austria and. E!'r!Dliylll, into GerlllMl 11 
JaaslcalJ,% not coplCingent U.P9n tlle mea@ures' that are taken against the Roumanian Jews 
alrtad:l hftre. We may accept them. on a par with those who entered the oamps prior to 
21 April 1947,. we may place them in sepal's.te refugee .camps wi thin the German econoq, 
or 'we may, as your directives now oontemplate, disperse them among the Germans. The 
result will be the. same. So J.2nga,we :m!l:sue OUI: hivgp pgtiCl. we MY eXQ@ct 80me 
imm1&ratioQ'1nto thl U.S. Zoneeto ssmtinue,. unless thSll iolim!nian-Hungar1an bg,[d,e;r . 
cgut1~es to remain sealeg.. . 

~b,epres!nt.outlook l.s:thatyecause R~nlg'is resolyed, lig spare no effort tg 
:grevent It. therewlll be DO fgrther appreciable igunlgr~ti9n of Jews from iou.man1a 
intg, .&lottia. If the numberepresent ,in the U. S•. ZOn.e, . GerQl&nT, swell to any extent. 
the increase will· come from the reservoir ofRQumBnianJewe alreadJ' present in Austr1a. 
In view 'of this,·l believe it is safe to think of tile l'loumanian Jewish problem ex
clu.eively in terms of those who are alreadY here .and those still likely to oome from' 
the camps in Austria.' That number will 'be 'determined at the conclusion of the regis
tration now in progress. . 

I am ful11aware of your decision to direct these people into the German econo.,.! 
I would not question .that ,deoision if I felt that its implementation had a reasonable ! 

chance of su.cceeding and did not present 80me misgivings that 1 have not been able to 
resolve. 

Even on the basi's of ., limited. experience in., assignment, I am presumptuous 
enou.gh to suggest that the Rowrianian Jews,as8. group, cannot against their will be 
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dispersed. There is a: cohesion among these people tuhat wlll not yield to the best ,{ 
accomodations that they may beotf~~ed in Germany. ndoubtedly. a small fraction of 
them will find their way into the German economJ, as did ,the Jews who came in on the \ 
wave of migration from Poland. However, in the main,they wlll tend to oonverge in 
groups and will, even atterevlctiori. return under some guise to the 8stablised as
sembly oenters. The task of keeping them, permanently away from the assemb17'centers, 
where they can share in the, cw.tural and religious life of the, centers, where they 
can send their chlldren to scho()l, and not feel thatthsy. are among strangers. ,is so 
formidable, that I am unable to see how the army with its limited staff oan undertake 
to effectively implement your directive. The same motives tbat induoed the Pollsh 
Jews toremaln in the DP assembly centers, despite the fact that in these places they
sacrificed the right of privacy, wlll draw the Rou.mapianJews to some form of organ... 
izedlife. I envisage a constant tug of war between these people and the army if the 
armtinsists upon keeping them from the plaoes to which they will riaturaIJ;r gravitate. 

Assuming, however, that the Roumanian Jews could be kept out of the present aa
sembl;rcenters, there is yet another aspeot ot this problem that merits your oons1d.
eration. Under your directive it is contemplated that those found ineligible for DP 
care in the assembly centers will be processed as GerJ!l8.n refugees. In ilnplementing 
this plan countless diffioulties will be enoountered., Regardless ot the countr,y of 
origin ot the other refugees that are assembled in the German centera. these people ! 
form basically a homogenous group, sharing a common faith, a common language, common I 
ideologies and, in a large meaeure, oommon customs., The introduction of the Jewhh ; 
refugees irito theretugee centers where, I presume, the prinCiple of segre~tion wlll ! 
not be adopted, may lead to physical olashes between the two groups. and certainl7 
will inv1teftictions whicb, in turn, will serve only to fan into flames the embers 
ot anti-Semitism in Germany. While soma of the Roumanian Jews, as some o,f their Po
lish co-religionists, could establish easy rapport with Germans, as a class they have 
absolutely nothing in oommon with the Germane with whom they would be thrown together.
In la,nguage, religion, appeara,.nce, dietar,y habits, and even in dress they differ from 
the Germans. Many of the Jewish refugees· observe the orthodox dietary laws and will! 
not eat food. that ls not prepared as these lawspresoribe. To satisfy this element 11 

some form of segregation wO\lld be immediately necessary. More than likely the as- j 

sistanceof one of the voluntary Jewish agencies would have to be invited to aid in 
the feeding problem. This oould only lead to preferential treatment of the Jewish 
refugees which, in turn, would draw the resentment of the Germans equally in need. 
At the present time, the Germans are inclined to hold the DPs responsible for many 
of Germ8Jl1's present troubles and espeoially for its slow reoovery. At best they 
con~ider the Dis, : arJd espeoially those of the Jew1 eh faiths, as parasites. The dis
persion of the ROWilanian Jews among the Germane would only serve to unduly magnify 
the DP problem in 'their eY!=ls, and would greatlyaooelerate the growing tensions between 
the Germans and ,all the Jew! sh We in our ' ~one. ' , 

The situation in Berli,n is especially unique. Attraoted by our havenpolioy t 

a small number of Jews have come from Poland into the American Sector in Berlin. 
These people. I understand,. largely cl;lnslst of those Who, for diverse reasons,have 
incurred the displeasure of the constituted authorities in Poland. Transfer of these 
people into the German oenters that, I am informed, straddles the American-Russian 
Sector boundary•.wouldamount t,o the forcible repatria.tion of these people into the 
very area,from which theytled. In my opinion, the only way these people can enjoy 
a haven in that part of Germany that is under our control 18 to absorb them in the 
zone proper, 

The whole problem is admittedly a vexatiolls one. Yet, I believe that 1ts soope 
in terms of the ultimate solution of the DP problem in Germany has been greatly ex
aggerated. Moreover. I am convinced that the benefite tbat will accrue from the evic
tions will be more than offset by the repArcussions they may invi t,e and by 
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definite hardships they will create. Should the evictions lead to clashes between our 
troops and the Jewish DPs,the publicity that a series of eruptions may rece1ve will 
certainly prejud1ce the present efforts to liberalize our immigration laws. 

I am convinced that the Roumanian. Jews already in the zone and the few Polish 
Jews in the Amerioan Sector of !erlin are ,essentially innocent of anT design to fur. 
ther comp11cate the primary mission of .the American 4rl1fl' in GermanT., The plight of 
these people in the established assembly centers is a pitiful one; they live in want 
and in daily fear of being.thrown out on the streets and left to the mercy of a hos
tile German population. The prospects of being forced into closeaesociation wi th 
Germans in German refugee centers not only offers them no comfort but suggests a 
~riad of problems for which they see no solution. 

:Because I am convinced 

1. 	 that the directive of 21 April 1947 has pl8.Jed an inSignificant role in 
discouraging the mass migration from Roumania; 

.. 
2. 	 that the Roumanian Jewish migration into Germany haa come to an end; 

3. 	 that once evicted from the established centers,'. the Roumanian Jews will . 
return to these places unless some installation is established that w1ll 
enable them to enjoy some form of communal life; 

4. 	 that because of the great cultural, social and religious chaSm between 
the Germans and the mass of Roumanian Jews, the absorption of the Roumanian 
Jews by the German communities is not possible; , 

5. 	 that the dispersion'of the Roumanian 'Jews among the Germans will greatly 
height~n the tensions already existing between the two mutually antagonistic 
elements; 

6. 	 that those evicte,d from the assembly centers in :Berlin can find a haven 
only in the US Zone proper; 

7. 	 that the implementation of your directive may weaken the pos1tion of those 
who advocate the liberalization of our immigration laws: 

I make 	 the following reoommendations: 

1. 	 that the German authori ties be encouraged to set aside one or several refu
gee camps to accomodate exclusi,vely those Jewish DPe who entered' the exist 
ing assembly centers after 21 April 1947; , 

"" 2.' 	 that those declared ineligible for care and maintenance in the assembly 

centers in :Berlin be permitted to enter the US Zone. GermanT. where they 

shall be treated on the par with ,the Roumanian Jewish inti1tree~: 


3. 	 that until such time as the refugee camp or camps suggested in reco~enda
tion 1, supra,is established those ineligible to be registered in thet 

existing assembly centers be permitted to rema'in where they now live._ 

In m:I opinion these recommendations do not contemplate a reversal of your final 
directive on this issue but rather suggests an application that is humane and because 
of the full support that it will receive from all who participate in the DP program 
on the operational level, has promise of being strictly enforced. 

Faithfully yours, 
'tlILLIAM &:BEll 

.Adviser on Jewi'sh Affa.irs 
to the Commander in Chief 
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EUROPEAN OOlvIlvlAND 
Office of. the Oommander in Ohief 

Berlin, Germany, APO 742 
2 March 1948 


Mr. \{11liam Haber 

Adviser on Jewish Affairs 

to the Oommander in Ohief 

Headquarters European Oommand 

APO 751 


Dear Bill: 

1 have your letter of 25 February and I understand fully why youaek that spe

cial refUgee camps be established to oare for the Roumanian Jews who entered the 

United States Zone of Germany after the expiration date for the receipt of addition 

refugees in the displaced persons· centers. . 


As you know, these Roumanian JeWish refugees are not eligible. for IRO care. 

For many months, the United States Zone was not only open to all Jewish refugees 

but also special oare was made available to them in these oenters. Continuing new 

arrivals and limited funds to care for them made it neoessary to close the centers 

to further arrivals except under extreme and special hardship oonditions. 


At that time •. it was announced widely that this action ha~ been taken. However, 
unwilling to refuse safe haven completely, we did not close the borders to new ar
rivals. We did .state clearly that new arrivals would be eligible to receive German 
ration oards and to live in the German econoll\Y. 

I do not see now how we can require the Germans to establllh spectal refugee 
camps for those who illegally entered into displaoed persons centers in violation 
of ~nited States Military Government regulations nor do I feel that suoh oamps would 
be generally desirable. In fact, it would be difficult to establish such camps 
where the refugee could work to earn his living in the zonal econo~. 

I regret very much to have to adhere to ~ original deCision. .These refugees 

who came in full knowledge of the regulations and who are not eligible to special 


'care must seek their living in the lonal econo~. I ahallsee that they receive 
fair and equitable treatment in this economf until they bave opportunity to resettle 
in a new and permanent home more to their liking~ I join you in the hopes that this 
will be soon so that these unfortunate people may again have hope and happiness. 

Sincerely yours, 

/5/ Lucius D. Clay 
General, U.S. Army 
Commander in Chief. 

APO 757, c/o Postmaster 
New York. New York 

March 5. 1948 
MEMORANDUM TO: The Adviser on Jewish Affairs 
SUBJECT: Raid on the Assembly Center in Eschwege 

1. At approximately 1630 hours, 2 ~~rch. our office received several reports that 
the Jewish Assembly Center at Eechwege (population 2515) had just been raided by the 
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Constabulary and that, in the course of the operation, the troops had committed 
sundry acts of vandalism and. particularly, had done considerable damage in the camp 
administration building. The reports were partially verified by Mr. Natel Simpson, 
the IRQ-designated Jewish camp leader, whom I called at about 1100 hours. The situa
tion seemed to warrant an immediate visit to the camp. Oonsequently. in ~ conversa
tion with the c&mp leader, I asked him to see that none of the roome, in which the 
troQPs had done the things that were the basis for the complaints, were disturbed. 

2. At 0900 hours, 3 March, I arrived at the Center and spent the balance of the 
morning speaking with the camp leaders and inspecting the buildings in which the ex
cesses were alleged to have taken place. In flT3' inspection I was accompanied 'by an 
AJDCfieldrepresentative. Mr. Michael Inglard, who had gone through the camp im
mediately after the searching operation waeoompleted. He assured me that the rooms 
that I was shown by the camp leader were substantiallY as the raiding party had left 
~~. . . 

3. I found nothing to support the original reports that the quarters oocupied by the 
people were abused by the troops. There were the usual complaints of looting and in
sulting remarks of an anti~Sem1ticflavor but, in ~ opinion, these complaints were 
neither serious nor general enough to warrant investigation. There wae, of course, 
general resentment that, dUring the ten hours in which the raid was staged, Germans 
were permitted to line up on the parimeter of the camp and enjoy the spectacle of 
watching the camp being besieged and searched. 

4. In sharp contrast to the apparentor4erliness with which the troops conducted 
the raid in the living quarters were the marks of vandalism, if not of sheer vindie... 
tiveness, that they left on the oamp administration.building, on ~e theater, and on 
the school. In ten of the rooms of the administration building that houses the'IRO 
and the Camp Committee Offices, the doors were forced and sections of the inner cas
ings were ripped from the walls. The records in thirteen of the rooms were either 
churned in the filing cabinets and scattered over the floors, or torn to shreds. In 
approximately six of the offices I found that the desk and cabinet drawers were 
either ripped open or smashed. The farniture in several of the rooms was tarned up~ 
side down and, in the community mail room, the sectional fixture in which the mail is 
assorted was removed from the wall. In the projection room of the camp theater, sev
eral reels of film were unravelled and, in the dressing room of this building. the 
cabinet containing the theater props was partially smashed and the clothes scattered 
over the cement floor. The school building was apparently entered through a window 
that was removed. The desks and benches in one of the rooms in this building were. 
overturned•. Pictures of therooma in the adJninietration building, taken by the camp 
photographer immediately after the raid, are attached to this report. . 

5. I was baffled by the concentration of the damage done in the administration bui~ 
ing. In ~ search for the explanation, I interro~ated the camp leader and Mr. Lemel 
lCa.rolensq t .the Chairn)8.n of the Camp Commi,ttee. The camp leader stated tha.t at 0645 
hours, he was awakened by a SIS agent and a camp policeman. The agent asked him for 
the keys to his offices. He promptly complied with this request. Fifteen minutes 
later, another agent called for him in a vehicle and escorted him to his offices, 
where he found a large groap of Oonstabulary officers. The officers asked him for 
the keys to the other rooms. He replied that these keys were in the possession of 
the individuals in charge 9f the offices and volunteered to round up these people. 
He also told the officers that a set of keys to all the offices was in posseSSion of 
a janitor who lives outside of the camp and that he was probably beeing barred by 
the troops from entering the camp. He received no reply to his offer to he+p. Later, 
during the course of the day, he was asked to accompany officers on inspections of 
the farm, the pharmacy, and the supply office of the Oamp Committee. However, there 
was no further conversation about .the keys to the offices. 



... 18 

6. I found the people of the camp disconsolate and depressed. I utilized this oc
casion to address several hundred of the camp residents. I reminded them of the 
Army's mission in Germany and told them that, 'as a general rule, raids such as theY' 
had experienced were made on fairly reliable information that illegal activities are 
carried on in the'camps. I concluded by warning them that, unless the decent people 
of all the DP camps took the initiative to' clean their own house and rid themselves 
of the small lawless element within their midst, the,r mal expect others to clean 
their house for them by methods that ,could bring them onlY' tear, discomfort,and 
humiliation. ' 

7. I do not beU.eve that I 8uc,ceeded in dissipating the confusion in which the peo:"" 
ple were thrown as a result of seeing the wilful destruotion ot their communal prop
erty and the insult to their camp leadership. These are things they could not 8&--' 

aoeiate with American troops. I, too, found it difficult to reconcile what. I saw 
in the administration building with my concept ot a search made with the avowed aim 
to enforce law and order. Even assuming that, under the Circumstances, the troops 
were justified in forcing the doors, what they did in the administration bUilding 
after they had gained admi ssion in the rooms' cannot, in nv opinion, be defended on 
any ground, Such wanton de.struction of property as I saw maY' succeed in striking 
terror in the hearts of the people; it certainlY does not gain for our troops the 
respect that I would want American soldiers to inspire, even when called upon to 
perform an unpleasant task. . 

A'BlWIAM s. HYMAN 

ASH/mf 
Major 
Assistant 

JAGD 
to the 

Encls. Adviser on Jewish Affairs 
cc:. Dlr O.AJ) 

March 18, 1948 

My dear General Keyes: 

In my memorandum of 16.li'ebruary I indicated that., with regard to the Hew Palestine 
proposal, I was in no position to offer any final advice, since 1 did not have suf
ficient facts on which to base an intelligent appraisal of the projected move.. I 
refer. particularly, to the availability of alternative housing accomodati6ns in 
other installations to which the more than five hundred residents of New Palestine 
were to be moved. 

During my recent brief visit in the Salzburg and Linz areas on March 8-9, I was 
struck by the large number of displaced persons whose housing accomodatione are far 
below any standard of decency, even under conditions of camp life. In OampRieden
berg, for example •. I saw over forty people in a basement room in the hosp1tal build
ing.. In another building in the same center. nearly forty men, women and children, 
were crowded in a large attic room. No privacy, whatsQever, was possible. The ven", 
tllation was il'ladequate· and the air was stifling. It is not necessary to dwell on 
the effect of such overcrowding upon the morale and health of the people. 

At Oamp Wells. the overall impression was better, but hardly one that Buggests that 
the center has room for additional people. The situation at Oamp Wegscheid, where 
the people live under the most primitive conditione, 1s well known to members of your 
staff. They have very real concern about it. Only at Ebelsberg did I find reason
ably adequate and decent living conditions. Yet, even there, I observed several iA
stances where more than ten people, representing unrelated families. were u~artered 
in one room. 
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Obviously, ~ present information on theabaorptive capacity of the Jewish DP camps 
is incomplete. However, if what I encountered in the camps I viSited is typical, I 
fail to see how the people now housed at New Palestine can be placed in the eXisting 
installations. 

These observations compel me to the conclusion that, before the proposal to close New 
Palestine is adopted, the Ar~ should eatisfy itself fully that there are, in fact. 
,reasonably acceptable facilities to absorb the people to be evicted. 

I am informed thatln,the past the fi~re of thirty-six square feet per person has 
been used aS,a gauge for determining whether vacancies exist in any camp. Perhaps the 
application of this standard would disclose that the ,established oenters are able to 
accomodate the ,New Palestine population. I,would not quarrel with this figure if it 
were limited to transient oenters, where temporary overcrowdin.g presents no serious 
problem." However, with the exception of W'egscheid, all of the camps in Austria rep
resent relatively permanent quarters for the people they contain. Surely. the minimum 
standard$ of comfort in stabilized situations call for more space per person than the 
quoted figure would provide. ' 

The United, States Ar~ in Austria has an envfable record in its handling of the Jewish 
DPs. This is recognized by ~he DPsthemselves, ,by the voluntary agencies and by the 
principal Jewish organizations in the United States. lam sure that the Army wishes 
to preserve this reputation. ' 

I am fully cognizant of the factors which are responsible for the proposal toliqui
date New Palefltine, and' I Wish to reassure you that rqoffice 1& prepared to oooperate 
1n implement'inglt. On the basis of my contact with the people at New Pa.1estine, it 
appear~ to me that it will require everyone's cooperation, if the move is tO,be made 
without incident. 80mehow~ the people teel that, because they are a group composed 
almost exclu,sively of ex-concentration camp inmates, they have a moral claim to con
ditione better than those able only to sustain life. tco have influence with these 
people, I wish to be in a position to state to them that I have surveyed the situation; 
that the, Armyts needs are primary; that adequate alternative housing facilities are 
available; and that their full c'ooperation is not only expected but IllUst',be offered. 
I hope, therefore, that before a final decision'is reached you w111 permit either 
Major Hyman or me to accompany an officer of your choice on an inspection of the 
places to which the people from New Palestine are,to be moved. Such an inspection 
could readily determine whether adequate accomodations for the people are, in fact~ 
available. If the findings warrant that conclusion, my task in.aiding the implementa
tionof the move Will be rendered much easier. ' 

. . . . 

If thislsacceptable to you, Major Byma:n could be available immediately. Should 
you prefer that I, personally, participate in this inquiry, I shall be pleased to 
adjust my schedule to make myself available upon three or four days advance notice. 

Cordially yours, 

WILLIAM: l1ABER 
Adviser on Jewish Affairs 

WHlmf 

APO 757 tU~S. ,Arnw 

Lieutenant General Geoffrey Keyes 
Commanding General 
Unite,dStates Forces, Anstria 
APO 777 ~ U. S. Army 
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March 24, 1948 

MEMO.RANDtJM TO: The Director of Civil Affairs Division 

SUBJECT: Search and Seizure Operation in the DP Camp at Zeilsheim 

1. This morning at approximately 0830 hours t I learned that a raid was in progresaat
the DP Camp in Zeilsheim. With your permisSion, I went out to the camp to observe 
the operation. 1. arrived there at approximately 1000 hours and remained in the 
camp the balance of the morning, until the raid was completed. 

2. From Colonel Woods, Security Officer in charge of the raid, I learned that 
approximately 1,200 18th Infantry troops and a small number of MPs were employed 
in making the search. The raid was not confined to the camp but included the entire 
ZeilSbeim community. 

,3. The raid seems to have been supremely well organized and the men exceedingly 
well briefed. The operation started at apprOXimately 0630 hours and was completed 
by 1200 hours. I am informed that every house in the Zeilsheim community was 
searched_ I am also informed that an undetermined excessive quantity of,ou:rrency, 
food, Cigarettes, leather,and other miscellaneous items,were found 1n the raid. 

4. 1 was primarily interested in the reaction of the people to what was taking 

place. I, personally, had found the conduct of the troops to be exemplary from 

every standpoint. In the course of the two hours I spent in the camp, I talked, 

with at lea~t three hundred of the people who reside in the camp community. These 

DPs had nothing but praise for the officers and troops who'participated in the 

raid. They were espec1al17 effusive in their praise of Colonel Woods, who seemed 

to exercise extraordinary patience in talking to people who represented that in
dividualitems had been taken from them. The people were literally amazed at the 

delicacy with which the troops handled ,them. When one person would speak up and 

pay thesoldiera tribute for the way in which they conducted themselves,others 

would vie with that person. in the u~e of superlatives. Of course, what plealiled 

the people above all was the fact that 'the raidwaa not confined to them, but'in

cluded the German residents of Zeilslieim, as well. 


'. .. . 

5. I do not know whether from the security standpoint the raid was successful. 

However, if I were to speak for ~he Jewish DPe at Zeilsheim, I would say that 

they are profundly grateful that in an operation as extensive asthia, the troops, 

without exception, treated them with respect and dignity and, yet with military 

firmness. ' In my opinion,every person responsible for this operation is deserving 

of the highest commendation. This was,the finest example I have seen of an opera

tion involving the enforoement of law and order. 


A:BR.AlWi S. HYMAN 
MAJOR JAGD 

Assistant to the 


Adviser on Jewish Affairs 


ASH/mf 
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Itt, Gen. Geoffrey Keyes 
Co_ending General 
U.S. 70rces Austria 
APO 777" US Arrq , March 26, 1948 

MJ dear General Ka,yes: 

I should like to report to you on JfJ¥ vi'!it' to your Command between a and 11 
March. 

I spent several dqs, conferring with General Collins and,. with General Haynes 

and members of their staffs in the Salzburg 'and Linz Bl'ea,',respectivel.y. I 

visited a considera.ble numbeJ;' of installatione, including th~,vocational 


traiDiug ORT school project in NUlln, the Rledenburg Camp. the camps atWe~ 

schied and Ebl~sburg and the DP hoSpital,.' in Linz. I also conferred with the 

Oentral Committee, with representatives of the voluntBr7 agencies, and the 

committee leader, in several ,campso 


OgnBtructive Activities: 

I was exceedingly, impressed with the evidence of wholesome end constructive 
activities in many of the installations. The vocational training projects 
'in AUstriaco~e with the best I have seen in 'Germany. In the Eblesburg 
Oamp, over 20-p of the camp populat ion i8 enrOlled in the ma.IllY training cour
ass available In the ORT school. On the basis of my eltperience, the proJects 
appeared to be well' organ1z~d under competent direction, and the graduates 
are able to move into the productive work project til Conducted by the AJDO in 
several of the campa. The vs+ue of this work in maintaining the morale of 
the people and lnincreasing their future usefulness as ,citizens of any 
countr,-to which the" mar emigrate cannot be exaggerated. 

Equally conetructive and quite inspiring is the excellent work In the educe,.. 
tion of the young children. I 'llmsgreatly impressed witb the morale of both 
the pupils and the teaohers and their highminded devotion to the educational 
obJeotives. I have nothing but praise for the leadership in the DP oamps, 
\'Ihich recognizes the paramount Utportance of a sound educational baBe for 
the young children." ' 

fhe work projects maintained in most of the campa by the .AJDC provide an 
excellent outlet for productive labor for many men and women. Considering 
the limitations of the equipment end the' shortage of raw materials, the pro
ducts are ot a good quality. !Cheyare made available to the camp population. 
in the entire lOne, on "sale" in return tor "POints" earned -while at work. 
leedless to say. such projects increase the available su.pplies to the people, 
who live in the oemps and contribute materially ,to their comfort. 

7
Aatr1an Work Lawe From conversations with"the Oentral CODlJllittee in Salz
burg and \11th ,some of the campoOl1lJDittees, I formed the impression that the 
Jewish DPs ~n the camp are cooperating in regi~tering, as required by the 
Austrian work law. There he.s been no experience so far with its actu~ 
~lioation.However, I do ~ot anticipate any difficulties, ,unless the d~ 
to d.a¥ application of' this work program departs substantially from the 
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prinoiples to which Iref~red in ra:/ last memorandum. 

lev Palestine. I have submitted to you a speoial memorandum, conee~ing the 
propooal to close this installation and to transfer the people to other oamps. 

Black I.fVket. I learned from members of your staff in Salzburg and, also, 
from the Chairman. and mell1b:ers of the Oentral Oommittee that oonsidul'able ef
fort is being exerted in order to reduce black market activities on the p~t 
of the population of the JewiBh If camps. I.nconneotlon with this program, 
Major 5)'alan is making himself aVaila.ble after Mvroh 31st to the Central Com
mittee end to your staff for meetings with ~a.mp committees.and with the camp· 
residents for the pqrpose of impressing UP94 them the importance ofoontrol
ling thi.s problem. 

i.911ge Training §sb2.2l.. 1 visited bri'efiy the police training school a.t 
Jblesberg and I was oxceedingly impressed with the construotive program ·for 
training camp police. . 

gMipWegseheid. Wegscheid. in 11J.'1 opinion, is n substandard installation, even 
as a tranpient oenter.If there w'ere adequate facUities to transfer the 
people to other cainps or to a new camp, 1 would strongly. urge that Wegscheld 
be closed. ~ facilities ~ n~t exist at this time and to orowd the pre-
Bent populationofWegsoheid into other oamps would lead to a deterioration 
of housing condit ions every,mere. In addition, it is 1mportant that we be 
prepared 'for such infll t rB.t ion. from Czechoslovakia or elsewhere 8.S may oocur 
in the IIlOnths immediately ahead. ICY suggestion, therefore~ is that; instead 
of closingWegaoheid, as has been suggested, the camp should·be reduOed,in 
size and improved with such ma.teria.ls as oould be made avallabl.G, perhaps 
from such barracks as mw be vacated. 

. . . 
liserfll Observations; a. The morele of the people is exceed.ingly low. This 
is in part dUe to their fear of war and to the long delay in their emigrai
tiOD. to. Pale'stine and other. places•. .A1.r¥ improvement in their prospects for 
emigration would provide an immediate tonic and their present apathetic state 
of mind would be corrected. 

. bit With but a few exceptions, the camPs are over
crowded and living conditions in general are hard. Were infiltration oo~ 
pletel;y at an end and some· emigration tj:udng plaoe, this problem would cor
rect i1iselflt Some infiltration, however, .will conti1,lUe, even without eq 
now from Ozecl:1os10vak1a and the emigratiOn outlook1s too uncertain at. this 
moment. !J:Ihe qamps are therefore likely to remain in a orowded condition and 
prOposals of closing of ~ campeor of consolidation should be examined 
most carefully. . 

c. lam not sanguine about the prospeots for immigr~ 
tion of Jetdsh DPs to the U.S. The Bill, now reported out by the Senate 
Judiciar;y Committee, will provide no aid to '8QY DPs Who entered the U.S. 
zone after December 22, 1945. Most of the Jewish llPs entered after that 
date. !J:IhisBill will, no '1oubt, be amended before final passage. if it 
should be passed at ali. However, under the best Bill now expected, it. is 
not anticipated that more ,than 10,000 Jewish DPs will be admitted to the U.S. 
from Germany and Austria during the second half of 1948. . 
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d.~eoutlook of immigration t\Palestine 1s quite 
uncertain at this writing. The confused political situation is, no doubt. 
going to affect the amount and the timing of legal immigre.t1on of Jeld.sh 

.	DPs to the Holy Lend. It can be indicated; however, tbat .there will be a 
aubstantial eXpansion of unofficial irmnigration· to Palestine 'beginning in 
Ma;r. While the number is not doflnitely determinable. the Austrlan camps 
will, no doubt, participate·1n this movement. 

I again want to e~press m¥ appreoiation for the courtesy with lihlch your 
officers received ma and for their efficienc,y inhandl1ng ~ itine~ar.y. 

Cordlally yours, 

WILLIAM· HABER 
Adviser on Je\'1ish Affairs 

W/eh
APO 757, UoS. Army 

29 March 1948 

MEMO.B.A.NDUM lOR DISSEMmATION TO DISPLACED PERSONS 

SUBJECT: Deposit of Foreign OIl.rrencyA.ssets by Displaced Persons 

With ·reference to the program of Military Government to autho
rise displaced persons in the US Zone of GerlI18D¥ to deposit with the German 
Central Laild :Bank under control of Military Government such foreign curren07 
as they have in their possesSion, a plan has been devised whereby those per
sons residing in assembly centers wIll be given the opportunity on a spec1- . 
fled de.te and time to turn their currency assets over toa team consisting 
of representatives of the Aru\Y, Military Government and the German bank. 
Those perpons residing outside of camps have the same privilege, with the 
exception that. they \'1111 make their deposits personally at the nearest Oentral 
Land 13ank.· fbia plan tolegallse the monetary assete ofdisplaoed persons 
and to proteot th~8&ainst confiscation has the iUllooncurrence of PCIRO 
and voluntary agencies connected with displaced persons as well as the per
son~ endors8lllent of Dr. Habel;'. Advisor to General 0181 on Jewish Affairs. 

As lIl8.D,;Y questions have been presented by displaced persons con

cerning tbh project,the most pertinent of these queries and offioial 

answers are presented, here to insure full understanding of the program. 


""fhat does the displaced personge'.3 by making thie deposit'" 
:BY' depositing during the amnesty period of l.4pril to 15 April he vl11 be 
insured security and safegUarding of his .assetsduri~ his stq in Ger~ 
and the return to him of those assets· on his departUre. On the other hand, 
if the deposit is not made prior to l5April, 1948, he is su.bjeot to prose
cu.tion and oonfiscation of all foreign currency found in his possession. 
After 15 April no displaced person who has made a deposit will be allowed 
to make another depodt for arJ¥ reason, as the possession of and transaotions 
in, such currency will be illegal after that date. 
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"What will happen to the aneta if the bank 'bums down o~ if' the 
mone,y is stolentlt !he answer is that the assets will be. refunded upon proper 
spplication to f.l.lllit817 Government•. !he o.er~ Government will not have use 
of the mont.es depoated as each bill \1111 be registered by number and. the .indl
vidual.'maldng the deposit wUl receive the identical bill or other Valuables 
frOM. his personal storagaen1'elope On the date he is authoriaed to reposs.al
such 1tem8~ . . 

. '. lIs it poastble to make deposits after 1S April 19481 tI lio, except 
in the rare instanceo of new' arrivals being authorized displaced persons care. 
SIlch. persons must personally make deposits within 72 hours of. their arriTal•.' 
to tho nearest Oentral Lend :BeIlk. Itia emphasized that a displaced persoll 
once having made a dopodt will not be ablato make a second deposit even if' 
fbnds are recelvedfrom outalde the US Zone or froM other countries by mail, 
as thls tn. itself ls illegal. 

. . . 
g ... ' . 

Ia·it possible for a person other than the one who made the de
posit to withdrav ell or any pert of ~e deposit'" No. it. 1s not possible 
for anyone .to 'claim the deposit of' another, except in the event of the death 
of the individualWbo iDade the deposit. In such cases, the person whOm the 
deceased had wed as beneficiary would have the pr1vileces whlCh were ori... 
ginal1y the deceased1 s. 

,tlIf a person lenvesthe US Zone for 8Jl,Y reason WithoUt the ~ow
ledge oithe authorities, "till he lose the deposit?I' .Provlaionls made 
werebyttpon.thearrlval1n the new country the deposit \d.11be shipped to 
the·individual by Military Government. 

.. . "Is it poasibleto make pe.rt1al withdrawals and leave the remain-· 
der in the bank!" It·18 possible to make a withdrawal at the. authorlied time 
()O ~s pr,"or. to' departure) andtoredepos1t the balance with instructions 
to ship the remainder onrl!)quest to the place: of designation. 

Proper depos1ti:lng now by the displaced pereon w111 insure him 
&&a1nst dUf'icUlty or confiscation of' his asset,S by customs during hi8 
·final clear;nce from GerlD8D1. The receipt he used to redeem the deposit 
from thebankwtllact a.s an IIExport License' for the~ount of currency, 
authorlzecl when passing throug1l German and American customs. 

!he dl~laced persons are assured that all transactions will be 
handled with theseme amoUnt of privacy a.sia norDlelly afforded customers 
ina private bank.· . 

Minutes of a Meeting Held in the Office of the 
Je\dsb 64.th 5 0 P. M2JldH. Mal:OO 121 1948 

The following people attended this meeting! 

Jewish Agenq for Palestine - Dr. Chaim Hoffman, Mrs. Rachel Adi. 
American Joint Distribution Committee - Mr. Abraham Cohen 
Oentrel Oommittee of Liberated Jews";' Mesers. Ilavis 9:'raeger 

Schlm..rtzblatt. Shl'omovitz 
Hebrew Immlgration AidSooietf - Messrs. Le~~s Ne~, Max 

Ne\aan. Henr1 Ortner . 

http:reposs.al
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Vaad Hatzala ... Rabbi :Nathan ~aruch 
. WorldOBr Union -Mes$l"s. Louis J. 1'lal1nelq, Melcher 
In~ernationa1 RefUgee Orcanizat~on - Mr. Adelson 
Dr. Phllipp. Auerbach •. Staatkommissart and Mr. Joseph 
Dr. lf1l1iam Baber; Adviaer. on Jevish Affaire 
Major Abraham S. Hyman, Assistant Adviueron Je\dsh. Affairs 

l)ro. Haber stated that he felt it was time for the beads of all the TOlunt817 

agencies and the le~ders of. the .Jewlah DPs of this' zone to assemble and ~. 


v6'l' the'present eitllatlonof the Jewieh llPs. He felt that out of this meet

ing some comon approach and someprogrem mi~t be developedand,perhapo, 

meetings of thsnatu.re could be held at regular intervals for similar pur

poses. Dr. Baberlsopinion was that, even under the most optimistic oondi

tlons, taking into consideration the probable infiltration into the U.S•. 

Zone, Germany t end the present birth rate among the DPs,therE:l would pro..;. , 

bably be as man;y Jewish DPs in the zone at the end of the year as there are 

at tl;l.e present time. In vie\1 of this static situation, he wondered whether 

a long range program should not be developed to deal with the situation. 

Accordingly, he suggested tbe following agenda for the meeting: 


. 	 . . . 

1. 	 Ja:e:xpression of opinion from each agency head as to what 
that agenq- deemed the most important problems inTolvirrg 
the JeWish DPq• 

.2, 	 Adlscusdon of the outlook for emigration. 

3. 	 .An expression of· opinion aa to l\!b.at position should be t~en 
~threference toth~ as~tion of the ~ctio~s of Militar,r 
Government b7the state Department on 1 July of this year. 
specifically, should we favor the shifting of responsibility' 
for the llPe trom the·.Army to the State' Department. or should 
the .status quo be· maintained? 

4. 	 A discussion ot the following specific problems: 

a.. maCk market 

bl' Employment 

c. 	 Press Relationsa. '__ids 
e. 	 Employment of Germans in Camps 
f. 	 Consolidation ofCe.mps . . 
g. 	 Future l~filtration 
h. 	 'lbe Threaieil.ed Police Strike 
1. 	 Projected Law Requlrlng :Depos1tof Foreign Exchange 

lOST ,VI!l'ALPiO:§PMS 

l,ilErng: (1) !!'here 1s an. indiepensableneed tor the coordination of the 

work of all the Je\dsh organizations serving the DPSi. In vi9\1 of the slow 


. pace of emigration. both to Palestine and to other lands, the number ot 
problema relating to tbe »Po are bound to lrlcrease. There is, nos.ee in 
tbe overlapping of .ervicss and th~ duplication of functions .in deal inC with 

'=i -l 	 >' ') !~i ()
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the DPs; for example, at the presonttime there are four orcanizations
118111ell, AJDC, HUS. Jm and the Vaa4 Hatzala - that aro doaling with ~he 
problemsof emigration. ,!his is typical of the p1"Oblems that could be handled. 
1G0re efficient1l' 'bJ fewer organizations than ere now deal1Dc with them. . 
(2) Another vital matter 1a that of appropriate preesrelations. !rhere are . 
altogether too ~ organize.tions that seem to apeak for the DPs.fhe r~sul t 
i8 that conflicting interpretations appear in tbe presl and the DP8 cuffer 
because,. . their problems ere either inadequa.tel;Y orimprope:rl;y interpreted. 
fo meet· this situatio" a publicitl d1rector ehould be attached. to the Otfic·. 
of the Jewieh Adviser.' It wauld be his ~t1 to coordinate ell public1t7 OD. 
the Jewish DPe. . () The Office of the Adviser .on' Jewish Affaire could plq 
a more sill1ificant role it there were a closer liaison betweea the vo1unt81'7 
..encios end the AdvSaer' II Offioe. 

Igt:fl!!aqa (1) A. moot signifioant. al well a8 a moat dishearten1ng recent de
velopment, is the 1ndifference of the Jewtell DPe in tho camps and in tho 
communit1es•. !he chief problem, f'acingthe Voluntary agenc10s eJld the loader
ohip of the Jewish DP8 ie to ittii the people up and to rescue ~hOm from this 
appallb., apat~. :'Rhe Jewish voluntar;y agencies should offer less institu
tional help and should place DlOl'e emphasis on the impera.tive need for gettSDg 
out of'. G~. (2) !LIbe rfJhal>ilitation program mould not be geered. to look 
after' tbe needsot tbe able-bod.iedman.bu.t,rather, should be developed in 
vlewof rehabUitatlng tbe sick, the week, end the disabled.. . . 

. AuUbae!!1 (1) A closer 'coord1nation of the work of all· Jewish organization. 
ia vet;y necessary. (2) The meeting in progrese might well become a perman ..' 
Ol'lanilation. (:3) .The.re has been a merked deterioration in the atUtUde of 
the A%'fI13' toward the Jewish DPs. !'he goodwill of the Arrtt must be recla1med. 
(4) 'here 18 an obVious need' for a central coordinating pre,s .relations . 
~~.'-' . 

Qohsu . Overriding all other problemsiB the question of the morale of the 
peoplo.!he material situation 18 probably the best that it haa ever been. 
However. by. the same token, .their morale is at its lewest ebb since libara- . 
tion. !his deterioration of morale is renected in everl facet of DP life. 
It is expressed in .bitter party conflicts, in eeiDp stabb1nca, and, what iI, 
moat diatressing, in the .slowdown of movement to Paleatine. ~here is ftO 
doubt about the ~er1t of Dr. Hoffman' s position. that more than emythtng 
elee tbere tea great need tor awakening the people from their lethargy•. 

. . ". 

!rA!g!El (1) Without min1mlztng the pointe made b.v the other representativee, 
Mr. Traeger expressed the view the,t it is the political aspect of the IIP 
problem thati. most vital today. It should be the primary 1"01e end respoJ2loot 
8ibillt;y .of tbe Jewiah Adviser's Office to forcefull.y impl'eea upon \,/aahingtoa 
that the Je\,l~sh DPs must have, free migration to })alestine. (2) The Camps mUat 
be ahakenup' and the people must· be rem1n4ed of· thfdr mission with respect 
to Pelestine. ~eOen'b.ral Committee 1s endeavoring to work along tbl8 line. 
(3) Ever,rthlngmustbe dOne to prevent the people from vegetating in the 
camps, (4)!Ph.e apatb¥ ot tbe Jewish DPa is· some\fbat exaggerated. ' !LIhe fact 
that approximately 90~ of thoee el~1ble to vote pal'ticipated in the elect
ion for the Oongress of the Central Committee ih9W$ the dlnam"c tn.toreat ot 
the people in Palestine. (5) At tbe PfGsent t1Jne there a:rea lal"ge nWllbor 
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of ,oung men who are enrolled in the OliT schoole. Steps should be taken t~ 

deQJ vocational training to men of the ages from s~yenteento th1rt,v. ~.se 

men must go to Palestine at once. 0nl7 ~hose who are physicall.7. or tor 

other reasons, unable to leave shoUld be permitted to pursuetbBirotud.1es 

in the 0R1' vocational schools. Neither em'! nortbe AJDO should be permitted. 

to 8Up~rt 8IlY man who is eligible for emigration to falestine. If 40,000 

Jews migrate to Palestine from this lione, the position of the Jew,both in 

Central Europe and in Palestine, will be strengthenea.. 


le2.1.q]J.~: '.rhe DP problem is, in fact, a problem that involves all of Europo. 
9SJO and a halt years .. 8&0 there ,,,ere only 55,000 lIPs in Ger~ and approx1
matal, 10,000 in Austria.· ~ost of these people have lett. Germe.D1 and Austria. 
~oGe who are in Germany and Austria toaa, fled here as a result of a chaotic 
situation 1n Central Europe. . 

. .." . . . 

Wa;Unnkx: '!he problem of the morale of. the people is of· the utmost importance.· 
!hat is the rea.son the Ole concentrated OD. the training ot the mon and women 
in the DP camps .and 1n thecOlIUI1I:Initie.s.(2) People have a romantic .view of 
Palestine. This view muet be replaced 'b1 a more realillt1c approach to the 

·l11e awaiting the DPs in Palestine. (:3) ~dre i8 a great neod tor-develop
ing a DlOre intensive end exteneive employment program.O.R'.r has been waiting 
since 1947 for tbia program to take 'shape, . 

~, !fo good can come out of a s:ltuation where people are idle. ~e re
ligious epirit must be breathed 1n~o the bodies o.t the ~s•. It ia the re1'- 
gioua Jew, who i8 the. bUlwark· of the movement toward l'alestine.fhe religious 
.Jew neYer fails to mentlon in hb prayers the ultimat.e return to Palestine. 
(At this juncture Mr•. Traeger very casually· observed, ''Yes, end they migrate 
to America.") 

. \ 


HotfmM: When America offered the Je\d.Sh DPs a haven in GerJllSq, thia car

ried a concomitant re~onsibilit, to aS8i8t the Jews to reach their,goel. 

whichisPaleetine.· '!here ·is a change in the Atm.v' 8 attitude toward the 

Jewish DPs. t;Chis change is perti~le.rly noticeable in contrasting the atti 

tude of the Arrirf toward the Jews who came .from Poland and thoae mo came . 

trOll Oommunist dominated countries. Polish Je,rs ",ere "'lGlcomed, while those 

fleeing from Communist cont.rolled (::ountriea ere prejudged 88 SOYietagente. 

The A:rm'l should be informed as to the caus" for the infiltration of Jeva 

trom Oommunist dominated countries. 


Dr. Haber gave a brief summary of the bill approvedbNthe majority of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. The sUbstance of this bUl proYidea for the 
admission of 100,OOOIlBinto the U.S. in two years. Fifty ~ercent of these 
immigrants Dl\l.st be pe~.ple with training aa a.gricultUl"al workers. 'lheb:lll 
has a very unfavorable exclusionary· feature, since it offers DO emigration 
opportunities to those who· came .into theU. S. Zone ·after 22 December 1945. 
Dr. Haber e:x:pressed the opinion the.t he thinks that the. bill will be amended 
to permit 200.000 to enter the tT. S. and the.t the deadlina ,,'1111 be shifted. 
from 22 December 1945 to 21 April 1947•. HO\'lsver, eV,en Ulider the most favor- . 
able circumstances. on17 lS~ of those admitted. w1l1 .be Jews, 

http:Germe.D1
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Is!f~: (1) It is clell.r that. U permitted, the Jm will. not ~eJect ~ 
Jew for migration to Palestine. ·Of necene1ty, hO\fever, priorities ltill have , 
to be established. On the assumption that the UN decis1qn will go into effect 
on ~ .15, it is eantemplll.ted that. in 1948.75,000 to 100,000 Jews will be 
moved lnto Pale,stine; that t in 1949,100,000 to 150,000 will be accepted 1.n 
Pelestine. liUrthermore. the plastor 1948 call for the complete liquid&

· t1.on of the oempa on Cyprus' (estimated population 32,000) end for the aelec
tion of 43.000 from ell. other countries. It is estimated. that tWQ-!thirds 
of the 43,000 (28,000) ,dll' beellocated to the DP cOuntries: n~e11, 001'
m8D1,Austria and Italy. Moreover. bec.anse of the present emergency in 
Palest ine end because of the c.ountry' B tJiunedic.te future needs.' firet prlo
r1t7 will be given to those "tho can se~e in the army, .who 'canperform 
indis])snsl'ble manual labor, and to ·unaccompanied chil~en. (2) Not DO long 
ago Dr. HoffmeJ1 was certain that at least t"to-thirds c£the Jewish lJI.B would 
want to stake out for Palestine. He 1e not so sure at the present .time. 
The uncerta"-nt7 ensts largely because it is not at all oerte,iD. that the 

· Jewish Strtewll1come into being. !rhereare definite indications tbattheir. 
I\1pport for the UN' decision wll1 be ",lthdr~wn by the great powers or that 
the deoision wlll, somehow, be weakened and dl1uted. At the present time 
90" of the nett. candidates for A1.11'a4 :Detll COme ~om the new intiltrees. It 
is est1mated that 35.000 Je\·r1eh II?s'loft from this lone, of Whom on17.5,000 
bad cerltifloates for Palestine. (J)No.fI1rther in1.'l1trat'on into the.Am.., 
rlcan Zone. of Occupatlon ls. e~eoted. 'here a~e approximatelll.000 Jews 
who are leavin,.Pol£l.nd. HO'lsver, theeepeople have been very carefullT. 
selected end will not use the U.S. Zones of Oc~pation as a stopover place 

· in their effort to reach Palestine. .(4) Under the most favorable condi
tions. 20,600 Jews may lee.ve the U.S. Zone, Ger1D8ll1'. for Palest1n.e. thls 
year. . .' 

Ip"EJlff' (1) !rhe fOll~w1ng represents the 1947 migration of Je\1S trom ana. 

to all countries: 1200 to Canada: 2200 to Au.strelia; 12.000 to 14,000,1;0 . 

SOuth America; 2oo.to Saa.th Africa; 15,000 to. the' United Statel. .(2) In 

1948 there will be a reduction In the number o'f people tilo will migrate to 

the ~bove mentioned countries. However, ltthe J'ergu.son :Sill passee, more, 

than likely the Central American countries will relax thdr immigratlon

laws. . 


, aerbAQh: ,ApproX1mately 10,000 will inflltrete In'oour Bo~e thiB 7ear• 

Villam' Under the most optimistic conditlons,approx1me,tely 50.000 Jet/!ab 

»Pswill leave GerJDaXlf in 1948. HOl1ever, during the ssme period, 10,000 

new infiltreea will enter Germany.Oonse~ently, the net total loss will 

be onl)' 40,000. 


It,g DEPA~mlW'AS§tlt.jP'fIQlI OF Hij,iT&I Q9pmlfMEN"S 19ICIIO.S 
. . 

llr. Raber announced that, on 1 JulY. General Clay will be leaving Germ~ 

and that he will be replaoed by a High Commlssioner. He posed the problem, 

"What are the implications of this change?" ' 


G!rbagliz' There are rumors that the DPs will be pllilCsd under the Jurisdic- , 
tion of the State Department. HO\f8Ver, there is a real fear that tho7 w111 
be completely ~rned over to ths German authorities. 

~18373......... 


http:leavin,.Pol�l.nd
http:tJiunedic.te


-29

Ia(fmtm: Military' Government half ablf;~s shotm. great qmpatb¥ for the Germans. 

The' Arm,yf a attitude to,mrd. the l'lPs has, on the whole~ bef)D. veirt aalutB.r7. 

It \-/Ould be imprudent to place t~e llPs under the jurisdiction of the State 

Department. 


Haber; 0l8¥ reports tho.t i tis his vie\" that the A:rrtrt should retain control . 

over thelJPa but admits that no one 111 a positi~n of authoritr shares hie 

views. . 

WaliAa&1 At the present· time thet'e'ia& reluctance to crt'lolla the Army's 
handling of the DP problem beoeuse of a natural respect that the people have 
for the general Armr officers. . This psychological barrier will disappear in 
the· event 'that the State Department takes over. It rill be mu.ch easier' to 
establishoordial relntions with the oivilian members of the State Depart
ment than it is now w1th the Arrri¥generals in uniform.. ' 

· lqf!~:.' ~e State Department 18 by natUre evasive and tekes 88es to make up 
its mind: about ~thing. l3J contrast,the Arrq is quick 1n reaching ita 
deoisions. ' . 

. ssbwartelat,F= There is no question but that in an1 oonflict between the 

interests ·of .the Germans and thoae of' the DPs, the State Depar.tment would 


. resolve the conflict in favo;r of the Germans. Heatrongl1 advocates that 
the Adviser's Office represent to the appropriate authorities that the 
status quo be maintained. '. 

Major JIyman.1n a brief resume of the forthcom1ng emnestr notice under Law 
No.53, announced that, about 1 April, a notioe will be publiGhed by MUit&
.ry Government, extending amnesty to all people who depoliJ1t their foreign 
exch.anse. gold, etc. in banking institutions in Ger~7 to be designated by . 

'., M11ib.r7 Government. and tbat. no questions -fin be a.sked as to the sovce. 
from whiob the foreign exchallge, etc. ,were acquired. He further. stated 
that he and)Sr. Carter.themO Legal Counsel, were work1D&on a jomt me
morandum, to be addressed to Military Governmen', zoecommendlng that in 
tboa. cales where it 1s le~17 pOssible, money confiscated from aIIP for 
the sale reason that the DP fa.iled to deposit. the mOBey' under LaW' Ko. 53, 
be returned to' the DP, so the.t he may deposit his funds. In stating the 
partlc'Ulars of the forthcoming law, the 14e..jor said that, within thirtJ' . 

· ciqs p:rior to the depositor's migration from (Jermany, he woUld be able to 
reoeive his funds in the form 1n \-,hleb he deposited them. L1ke\dse, those 

. leaving thecount!7 'illegal17 IIIS¥ mail their receipts to a designated 
agency and will recoive the funds they deposited" 

· llo:ttmul As s()on e.sthe J'e\dsh DPs learn that they bave to depoB1t thaiz' 
tUnds ilia ReiohabaD.k,. they Will not take advantage of the 8ID1lestr notioe. 

. lotwith'etandiug this eXpeoted reaction, the Je\d sh vo1unta.17 agencies and. 
the DP leadership should. support tbe pl8XI. for t,i'O reallpnsl (a) ~he effect. 
of' depositing the f\u1ds will be to curtail black market operations: (b) 
!l'he people ,1111 profit by the depo,itt sinoe their t\lnds will be .ecure 
and the depou!to¥'s w11lbe able to plan for the ultime.telegitl,.mat. upan
diture andlnvestm~t of. the ,funds. 

!£magera Ev817on8 tbould encourage the people to deposit their, monq. At 
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\he present time the people 11Ye inP-z'ead of being ta:ldec1 and oinot 01111 
autfer1Dc prison sentences. but of being depriyed of everythlDCthGf baye. 
At leaet the deposit of' the funds ,wUl meaD. that the indiyidual 1s sure 
that, he 1s secure in what he has. ' 

'!e1krps= fhe onlY serious aspect of, this problem 18 the public i-elatlons 
atigle. Wht't will'the \1Orld'th1nk. should. lt deVelop thitt Jewish IPs haYe 
considerable funds? , ' " , , 

9abs:' lIIV'el'fQne should be encouraged to deposit hh funds. 

Bfbe£lfhe OentrelCOlDDl1ttee must Use whatever influence it has ",ith the 
people to persuade them. to teke advantace oitha amnesty prOVi,lon.' 

fhe practice of both the ~rmans and the military of1nepeot1ng baggBi;G of 
8l"oup movements was raised 'breomeone, and the, information given wes that 

, at the preeent tiDlethe provisions of !be,vel,Control Instruction No. 21. 
,Stan~d Operating Proce'du.re No~ 99 ('ravel Oontrol Directive for the Ji1u.ro
pean 'heatre, 14 March 1947), ""as the sole authority for searching bf38gage 
of people in'V'Olved ina group movement. Under'thia directlve, the baggage 
~ besearehad only by anIBO representative. !he recant departures from 
thi, SOP have been celled to the attention of ,the Oiv11. Affa1rs Division and 
General Harrold has indicated that ,as long as SOP No. 99 represents the 
policy of this Command. the provisions of .that soP will goyern., 

§iARoa AlWO' smtzgaE'Q&lRAWIglS 'Be'd,} 
" , 

SblomoYitz described the .:raid at Escht18ge and, particuler17, the excesees 
ot the OOnstabul.a1'7 troops Who pr.,rtioipated.1n this operation. ' NaJoI' lq1!tan 
reported tbathe _s at Eschwege on the morning follow1i1g the raid and. that 
hehacl prepared. a report on wlw.t he ,eaw. . fhe Major corrected some of the 
atatements made by Shlomov.its, point1ng aut that the raid would have been 
perfectlyexecuted,had.it not .been for the damage that appeared to have bea 

,'done in the administration buUd1ng. !['he Major further raised, the question 
as to wh,etber, the Je\'11.sh leadership ,shOuld oppose the uae afraids. It.n argu
ment might be presented'ln their fa'V'Or, since they lerve to shake people 
from their complacsnt ,aUitude. ~e general consensus was that the herm 
they docvarbelac.. the good thatmlgbt result from 'Jihe raids and, there
fore,thelr· use shoUld be d1scoura&ed. ,'Phe chief objection to raids Is that 
t~ey result in hC)lding the entire~ cO!lUIl\mity collectively responsible for the 
:lllege,lconduct of the tew. ' 

IMPI,9XHItW ' 

S~meone .tated that bet,.,.en S~ end S~ of the camp workers are Oeruna. 

Some of thess Germane ax'e indispensable" slnce they have carte.in tecbnical. 

a:dlla that are not found 1n the campa. It wasgenerallFconceded by ell 

who participated in the discussion that, all Germans whose work could be 

diapensed with should not be permitted to work for the JEntisb ]}Pa in the 

cemps. In support of the the.'-a that mOst ~101able Je\o111h DPs were em
ployed, Mr. Shlomovitl presented the following statistics: ' 
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3.000 AJDC work projects 
15,000 Oamp administration and matntenanoe 

8,000 cmT students and mstructors 
22,000 children 
5,000 Ju.rs1Dg mothers 
3,000 Invalids 
4,000 Si~ . 
2,500 Over ,5 rears of age . 
3,.sao Mothers with children. 0 to 1 
2,000 Instructors and assistants in 

. 1tJc1bbutzim" and school. 
§2Q Mi scellaneous ' 

68.899 ~ota1 ' 

Since t~e total llPCaJllp population, 10 approxime.tel;y 85,000, there is a net 
of Ii\F.lroximatell 16,000 emplolaplea who are unemplQ7ed. In contre,st'dtb 
thia figure. approximately 9~ of the people who live in the comrirunities 
are~gti',!r,ed in the blaek m.arket. ' To ·cben:nelhe people into the oommunities 
m8f not prove cataetrophic from the Zioniat, standpoint, but it woUldcer
tainly serve tode:iloralille the people and involve them even more deeply in 
the black: market., Shlomovl tz ·forther asserted. that the problem of the Jew
ish DP cannot be solved by erq ~tens1ve work program. The Germans are not 
working in greater numbers. percentage-wise, than are the Jews. ,The on17 
solution ~ tbe l'lP problem is em.igrat ion ai:ld. therefore, 111ateadof concen
trating on a. program to, be implemented among the Jewish llPa, our efforta 
must be directed toward securinc from the world a better understanding of 
the problem of the Je''Iish DP. 

Mr. Schwartzblatt exp'resse4 the opinion that, heretofore, the policies of 
the voluntary agencies ha'le been defensive in nature. He felt that the 
agencies and the other Jewish leadership 1Ih0000d wage 1m &dressive oampaign 

.against oamp raids end against enti-Sem1tism. Be stated that, in the inte
rest of law and order, the executivs power over the DP ce.mp police ehould. 
be taken from lRO and turned over to the Central Committee. Hr. Schwart... 
blatt 8.dded tb8.t ~ of the people ha'le bar817 Just _ouch' to eat 'and that 
the disoontinuance of AJDC help would result in their slow atarvation• .' . . ., . 

Mr. Walinalqr agreed with Mr. Sch\1artzblatt', desoription of the p~s1oal 
plight of the people and that the petty ble.ok market trading could. be me
rel.l1' justified. ' 

Dr. Hotfman azmounoe,d that there az'.e terrorists in the camps woare using 
the police as instruments of terror end reoommended that the Central Com
mittee should take steps to see that these polioe are replaced by polioe 
'.1M would have respeot for law and order. 

In the discussion of the impending police strike, Mr. Shlomoviti, took the 
position that the demands of the pOlice were Just, sinc,. in fixing Cate
gory S for the police, the fact was overlooked that. instead of working 
six hours a. day, as do other c8Jllp employees, the llP pollce 'WQrlc eight hours 
a dq. lillat the police aotually \'lanted was a retention of their category 

('\ 1 "f) t"} ~O
j .... vv. 
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wi'h an increase.of 2S~ of tbeir oate&or1 tor tbe two bours overtime. 

Dr. Haber questioned the tenability of this position, reminding Mr. Sblomo
vitz that only recently bad tbe category system boenestabliahed and, in 
this overall situation, the Central Committoehad agreed that the amenities 
repres~nted by Oate,ory S ~"el'e adequa.te for the llP police. Moreover, Dr. 
Habor argued. that. ·it tbo 25~ increase were allowed, it would conolu":..vel.7 
prove General Herroldl s contention that the amen"'" tea distribUted by tbe 
AJDCare 110t, in fact, amenities but. rather. compensation. !his ,might lead 
'bo the withdrewa]. ot the license now enJoyed bT the AJDC "to import cigarettes 
into tho zone~ It waa generally agreed that XIO support should be given to 
the strike and that mo ebould be encouraced .to diamss permanently" all DE' 
police who pe.rticipate in the strike. Dr. Baber as~ed the responsibility 
forgetting in touCh ~4th the lBO authoritieo to 1mplement this decision. 

At tho conclusion of the disC'llsciOD. Dr. Baber asked for exprellaions of 
opinion as to\\be.t the participant. thou;ht of e. meeting of this' nature, 
All agreed that the meeting served a ve17 useful purpose and, whUe it 
was not. determined ho,., frequently similar meetings should be held, it was 
felt that tbe,. should b.& called about evel'1 month. 

'l'b.e moeting lasted from 10:00 A.Me to 12:45 P.M., .was reaumed at 2100 P.llf. 
and adJourned at 6aOO P.M, 

.ABl'WUM s. HYlWl 
Major JAG'SJ 

.Recorder 
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memo CONFIDENTIAL September 5. 1947 
", 

to: Dr. Kubowi tzki 
from: Dr. Stein 

letter written to the 
American Jewish Conference. 
1 care:fUlll' atudie Ju e Louis E. 

I. !he following P6pts struck me in reading this paper: 

a. It seems that at the meeting between the' Central Comm.1Uee 
and General Clq. the whole economic situation of the »P's wasn't even 
mentioned. 

b. Judge Levintbal (who advised us to withdraw our application 
for recognition in Germa.D1' because of h is alleged fear that the American 
Jewish Committee might come into Germa.l:l¥) deals extensive17 with the visU 
of the Amer1can Jewis.h Committee Mission in GeJ'IDaDT. He encloses a let
ter written by' Joel D. 'folfsobn, lIuropean Director of the American Jewish 
Committee, in which thanks are expressed for expediting of the entry of 
the representatives of the Committee into the '0'. S. Zone. 

c. It seems that the American military anthorities are con
templating resettlement of the Jewish »pI s from their present camps in 
other camps. 

'fhen Bernstein was here the last t1me, he informed the five 
organizat1ona about the contemplated resettlement of people living JttAV~ 
JraDkfa.rt. In his last letter, Levinthal informs us about the pro-posed 
consolidation of :Badgaetein, :Bad Ischl, and Braunau camps into camp 
.. Star of David" at Edelsberg. 

d. From the'documentation, it is evident that Rabbi Bernstein's 
memo dealiDg with the Rumanian infiltrees in Vienna could endanger their 
status as bona fide refugees and DPls eligible for aid :trom IRO. It is 
characteristic that Levinthal had to make an additional move to Save the 
situatioh. 

II. On the baaiBof Levinthal's letter, I would suggestz 

a. We should give more attention to the whole problem of anti
Semitism 1n Gerraa.lV'. 'Ie should Dot leave the field entirely to the J.
mericanJewish Committee and I am sve that we are better equipped than 
they to make constructive, snggestions. I draw your special attention to 
the fact that it seems that discussions are going on in Germa.D3' to create 
a special office of Ixeml.tive Director who would be in charge of the wbole 
problem. in the American Zone of Occupation. the American Jewish Committee 
offered to present some Jl8Dles of persons suitable for this post. I think 
that _ sbould be ready to present our candidate if snch an office should 
be created. 

b. We must investigate the purpose of the various proposals 
to consolidate the camps in Germ&1)" and we sboutd tr,y to influence the J".. 
meric&n militar7 anthorities to drop the whole scheme since this ma.:r 'be
come a source of trouble and also a weapon used against the DP's. 

/ 
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c. As ;you know the main difficulty ,in connection with the 
rtumauian infiltrees arises from the fact that a Directive of· April 15, 19t'1. 
closed the camps to new infiltrees. As you also know, I have urged the 
five organizations DlBllY times and I bave made it clear to )fro lierst tbat 
this order l1D.lst be revQked. .t we are always told b;y the five organi
zations and b;y Babbi Bernstein that we cannot expect aDT change of policy 
from the militar,r ~thorities. 

Now I see I'rom Levitl'l.a.l l s letter that he is concerned about 
thB same matter and that he expresses the hope .. that WaShington will see 
the wisdom of clarif)ing its »irective of April 15.- I would suggest 
that in view of this statement, we should ta.b up this matter with the 
War D~tment without waiting for the formal agreement of the other or
ganizations. If we succeed, then the matter of the Rumanian infiltrees 
will be eased to a great extent. 

d. In view of the pve blunder made bY' Babbi ::Bernstein in 
dealing with the whole matter of the Rl1IIl8.11ian infiltrees, some measure 
should be taken by the five organizations to avoid a possible recurrence 
of SIlch a situation in the future. I wonder wether it would be advisable 
to adopt the principle that the Jewish Advisor sbould consult wi th the 
five organizations before presenting an;y papers having a vital 'bearing 
upon the future of the DPls. 

I herewith return Judge Levintballs letter. 

ea 
Ene. 
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EOIDPE.A:N OOMMQ1D 
Office of the Commander in Chief 

Al'O 757. c/o' ,Poatmaater 
lew York. lew York 

19 August 1947 

Mr. Meir GrosBSBn 
American Jewish Conference 
521 Fifth Avenue 
lew York 17, I. 1. 

Dear Mr., Grossman: 

CODIDDTIAL '-FORTD BlPDSDT.A!fIVES OF TBII :rIll OiGABIZATIOJ8. 

It is now four weeks since I arrived in Frankfurt. As Tou;know,Rabbi Bernstein re
mained until the 9th of Ausust to testifY before th&sUbcommlttee of the UlICOP, 80 
that I had the benefit of hiscoUDsel and guidance during my first three weeks here. 
1 am also fortUnate in having the conUnuing 8ervi~es ~' Major Abraham I. ByuA~ and 
I nQwhaveCaptain William Dalin, Chaplain of the Air Corps. assigned to this office. 

Rabbi Bernstein bas undoubtedlT reported to the five organizations in full concernlng 
the major problems confronting us. I shall brief~ outline the hi~lights of some of 
the recent developments. " 

1.. The Central Commi ttee in Germa!llo 

AoVlsit to General 0lar 

The Central Committee, under the leadership of Chairman Treger, desire~ an 
opportuni tT to meet with General ClaT. Such a meeting was arranged for 14 August and 
was dulJ held.T.1:8 General'spent about an hour wUh, \ne foU' representatives of the 
Committee and patientlT listened, to several of its proposals. He commented at length 
on each of the matters discusssd,and promised ,to give them f'Wt.b.er considerationo 

Briefly, the Central CommiUee proposed: 

a. !rhat General Clq shcW.i1 promulgate a law express~ proMbiting and 
punishing anU-SaUtc actioDB and utterances: ' . ' 

bo That the Jewish DP campa shouldbevest,4 with the power to impriaon 
pettT offenders within the camp for term.s .not exceeding six months, wUh' 
the right of ,apt2al bT defendants to the Mil1t8.17 Government gUaranteed; 
and 

Co ![IMt a portable hospital be established bT theDPla in the name of 
Gemral ClaT,' with the ulUmate object of tranaporting the hospital to 
Palestine ,when all camps will havebem liquidated. 

General ClaT indicaied that there were serious objections to\b.e promulgation 
of a law prohibiting anti-Semitism, but he promised to study the matter more fullT. 

~'. 

As to the discipl1na17 powers sought bT the Central Committee, the General 
made it clear that he did not warit to haft laatate ld,ih1n a state" and t.bat he did 
not see how it was possible to have court. ofj'Ol Uce vithout a code o~ laws to be. 
adminiSiered therein.. 4fter tur\hel';: discussi.on•. the General proposed that a repreaen
tative of the, CEuitral. Committee meet vith Mro .Alvin~'Rockvell. the Gene~alla l.e$8l 
Adviser in Berlinv to see whether a practicable .plan· ahouldbe deviBed~! It ~oUld be 
noted thai Colo MiCkelsen hadv sometime ago. prop08ed such local campeourt. forpett7 
offenses ad thai General OlEV' 88 opp08i tion Was 'hen qui te def1ni te and dete~~ln~ Q 0 

0,.i..().JU 

'~....... ' 
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As 110 the hospital, the General said that an arc.bUect should be con8ul ted and . 
plans drawn for such. a portable insti tuUon in distinci uni ta, so that if the enUre 
plan could nOi be completed. each tiIli t could be utilized vhen conliructed•. 110 publici'y 
vas to be given to thil proJect UnUl ihe plans were drawn and the neces8817 buildiDg 
materials and equipment provided for. General Clay amilingq observed ihat his only 
interest is in the hospi tal in Germa.D;V, and that it is all right to hare it 'as a portable 
structure. bui he il not concerned vi1h itsullillAie dispoaii1on. 

In ihe course of the interview. the General vas aaked about the ;Resi1tuiionLa.v 
for ihis Zone. Be replied t.ta t he vas sUll va1 ting for iDil tructl ons from Washington as 
to .nether it was deemed desirable to have a unilateral law promulgated. orvhether a 
quadripa.rti te law vas deemed essential. (Irvin Mason has kept me informed of his conver
sations with Col. Bernstein, and I assume that the five organizations' are tullY aware of 
ihemosi recent developments on ihis subject.> 

B. Central Commi ttee 'and ihe ltabbinate 

The Vsad Harabanim u ' headed by Rabbi Samuel Ao Snieg, called to see me twice to 

complain that the Central CommiUee had improperlY ignored the Rabbinate's status and 

authority and had supporied a rump ,&ad Barabanim set up by a group of malconients and 

dissidenh t most eft whom were alleg@d. not to be qualified Rabbis at all. 


Jinal~. I arranged for a conference in this office attended by three of the 
Rabbis and four Mihe leaders of the Central Commutee. It vas ultimateq agreed thai 
the entire controversy be arbitrated by a special Committee consating'ofMr. Charles 
Passman of the JDC. Rabbi Shapiro, formerq of Poland now in Juerth. and Chaplain Dalin 
of ~ office. I succeeded in persuading the Rabbinate io refrain from sending a communi
cation, which they had prepared. addressed to General Clay seeking recognition a8 1m 

nautonomous' and independent corporation." 

I hope that the arbitration will prove effective in ending a dilpute which might 

.\lave proved extremely hal"llful. 


C. Central Commi tiee and Dr. Auerbach 

'1'.18 relationship between Dr.. Philipp Auerbach. Staie Commissioner for Bavaria, 
and the Central Committee fluctuaies fram open hostili., to feigned cordiality. At the 
moment t after a long private conference with Dr. Auerbach intbLs office. 'during which he 
kept insisting that :the Central Commi ttee sougbt '0 become a "state within a llita,e,n the 
situation is appa~entl1 under control. 

2.. The PrOblem of Anti-Semitim.• 

Dr. Slawson ia B undoubtedl1 reported to the five organizations on his recent Tid t to 
the Zoneo Mr.· Joel Wolf~ sent me a letter, dated 11 A~t, but unfortunately it did 
not arrive until the 18th.. I ~ encl08ing a copy of Mr. Wol~ls communication. -I. 
. . . 
In the course of the conference General Cl~ had with the representatives of the Central. 
Committee t ihe General atated that in his opinion there has not been aQy increase. in an~l
Semiti8l1l among the GI's. He also said thai he had asked Rabbi Bern.tein to review the 
material used by the Army in ita indoctrination course. her~ andtomske suggestione for 
thair improvement.. I have asked Major .~ to see that this· mater! al is made available 
to me as soon as possibleo 

fhe .A.nsbach incident vas referred to by General Cl~ as indicating that oUr Jewish DP's 
.require proper e4ucation no less than do the Gl's. HI referred' to. the .,.'¥lderstandable 
Jewish h¥per-senaitivity. He suggested that the Central Committee andfIOcal Camp Commit~ 
tees should teach their constituents that a trivial offensive remark coming from a 
slightq inebriated GI fsnoo'to be magnified into a momentous issueo 
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in the Ansbach incident would be court_rUaled•.Be graciously acknawledged that our 
affice, thrQugh. Major BymanDs effective intervention, had helped to secure the cooperation 
of the DP'8 with the Army in reestablishing order and security.. You will .be interested 
to learn that theJewish DP I 8Will be defended' in their trial by two American law,yere. nov' 
engaged in Nurnberg in the WarCrllle Trials. Our office 8ecured their services. 

I 'have Just had a visit from Martin Ni8chalke, the Regierungspresident of this distrl ct 
with headquarters in Wiesbaden. He i8 very eager to cooperate in an educational program ' 
to combat all forms of racial and reli~ious preJudice8. He feels that the. future i8 no' 
hopeless in GermaDTo As he put it. J~ of the population are still ardent Nazi8; 3~ are 
decent tolerant human beings D and that 4C1j. are aUogether indifferent and can be wan over 
to dec~ and tolerance by a process of educaUono At rmy rateD he is verr anxious to 
cooperate and has offered to 8ubmit to me a list of about 25 or 30 out8tanding German 
Christiana who are similarly mindedo BermannXriedemann. a Social Democratic Party lellUier, 
of Hannover, ~s Just' given me almllar assurances of cooperation. 

30 Prop08ed Consolidation of Badgaateinp Bad I.chland Braunau Camps into CB!P 'Star of 
David - at lIbelsbergo ' . 

I am enclOSing KajorGeneral Collin8' proposal as set forth under date of ,25JulT. 1947. 
I am also enclOSing the peUUon of the Jews at CaipBadgaetein to Genera. Collins, dated 
29 July 194-7, on this subject.. ·U.. ·III.. ' 

MAjor Hyman and I visited Camp lIbe18berg and found the~8ical conditions to be qui~. 
satisfactory. indeed, far8uperior to those in m08' canpsin the,American Zone .. 

Last Sundav we vi8ited Badga8tein, .interviewed the militarr authoriUe8 there, the local 
CampCommi'tee. and then addres8ed abou~ 1,000 of the D.PIs Ipecial17 a8sembled o The 
opposition to the evacuation of Badga8iein was vehement and highly emotional, and for 
obvious and understandable reason8. The p08ition~ however, of the American Army in seek
ing '0 consolidate the three isolated and Icattered campI val readily under8tood by the 
leaders of the CaJDp8 9 and the obJecUon to the continuance of Badgaltein particularlT 
Was appreCiated. . 

It is not necessary to enter' into all of the detailed arguments pro and con, but as the 
re.ult of,a aublequen' meeting Which I had in Salzburg with representatives of all three 
camp 8 , a compromise 80lution is now being considered.. .It contemplates the consolidation 
Clf the three camps at BEd lschl.. 1 shall visit Bad Ischl and Braunau on Thursde1' and 
.I'ricla,y of this week, and shall then diecUBs vithGeneral Collin8'.the compromise

, 
pl.,

, 

if 1 deem it advisable. In that eveni, it i8 hoped that the camp at lIbe18berg Will .be 
utilized for' the re8ettlement of the sub-8tandard camp at Wegscheid. where living con
dltion8 especially in the winter are ve1'7 poor.. ' 

, , ' 

The ArmY auihorit ies J:a ve been extremely coneiderate in dealing wiih thi8 verrcompli
cated problemo 10 ul t1lr.a~ap no peremptory orders, $ ve been issued. In accordf!lllC8 yUh 
the recommendations previously made by Rabbi Bernstein, General Collins has personally 
met with the representative8 of the Jewilh Agencie8 and of the Cen~ral Committee to dis
cuss the proposal and ~ counter-prop08all that mST be forthcoming. ' 

I l:a ve been informed t;he,t certain elements in the three camps are planniDg to stage 
demonstration8 of protest. I 8hall, of couree, do whatever I ,can to prevent such an 
unfortuns.tedevelopment. 

40' Infll tration of Romanian Jews in Vienna, and Austrian Government 8s AssumpUon of. 
Respon8ibility for Feeding of Jewish'DP'8o . ("\ , t,).,",: q 

, .IV. 'J1.8 \,..1 b.::.. 
Tbe encl08ed memorandum on this subject. prepared by Rabbi Bern8tein, after a visi, ve 
Jointly made together with Major HYman to VIenna, was handed by me to General Keyes and 
Minister Brhardt when I met them in Vienna on the 8th of Augu8to (Rabbi Bernstein waa 
then in Munich, waiting to meet the UllSCOPo), I informed the General and the Mini8ter 
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that while I personally concurred in all the recommendations made by Rabbi Bernstein. 
I did not agree wUh his Itai.men~ that the chis f' caUie of the Romanian JewiBh exodus 
was hunger. I told them that lQ' ow impression, from oUr conv.eraations with the people 
in iheRothschild Hospt talowal that hunger wal an incidental and con;tribuUng factor, 
but thai the primary' motivating force was the fear of the rising tide of an'i-:Semi t1lm 
in Romania. . 

Thai lame night an official dinner was tendered in lQ' hOAor by Colo McFeeley_ It was 
attended. among otl:!.ers p by Colo. M1l1er~ "ib.e Director of POliO .. in the Amricu. Zone of 
Austria. Colo Miller casually said that he had informed his superiorl that the infil- ~! 
trees, in his' opinion, were religious and racial persecutees and that he wal surprised if 
when one of his Chiefs informed him that. on the basis of'areport by Rabbi Bernstein, .1 
the Jews in Vienna would not be eligible for IRO rel~fsince they are economic refugees, 
ratlB r than persecuteeso . . '. 

On the 11th of August. I met with Dr. Joseph Schwartz, and al a result of our discussion, 
1 decided that a correction of the Rabbi.'s report was enenUal. !hiswill explain the 
mem0 rand.um, dated 13 Augus", copy of Which I aJDencloB1ngo .V 0 

Suhsequentlyo Mr. !uckp the dewly elected Secreta1'1 Gene~al ~of POIRO, vidted Frlllkfu:iot •. 
. 1 spent an hour with him and General Wood. discUlsing the situation of his organilaEion 
as relating to the »p°so YoumUBt h$ve read the atatement which. Mr. TUck issued a8 to 
the lack of IRO relources and its inability to take on the obligation of feeding the 
Romani.. Jewish infi~~eso 

The JDC has assumed and borne tbe total responsibilii~ for the feeding of these infil~ . 
treeso There.are about 9400 of them now in Vienna. The rate of the influx has decreased 
'Bolllewhat in the last week. Abom 100 a day continue to come .in and about the same number 
leave Vienna da11Y9 prbbably making their wq into the A.mericu. Zone of Austriao. As Rabbi 
Bernatein pOinted out in hia memorandum, the Austrian. PQvernmenthaa UJU\ert.aken to feed 
the Jewiah DP' SO beginning 18 AugaJ to I amencloling the· exchange of correspondence be
tween General Balmer and Chancellor Figlo Sub leq\1.Bntq p Minister Helmer clarified the 
undertaking of the Austrian Governm.ent to im lude~he Romanian Jews in Vienna among tae 
beneficiaries....-g:r; 'k" ~ . . 

How effecUvely the government will lmp18lent· this new poliQY i.8 doubtful., General 

Collin8 urged me to make sure that the JDC 1«>ttld .I:a ve a au.tficientre8erve of food sup

plies for all JewiSh Dpos in the Auatrian Zone for at least seven d.a7St to provtde &galnst 

the da1ger of a breakdown in the AU8.trian GC7Iemmeni 8S distrlbutiono I have conveyed 1his 

message to Dro Schwarts· and I amanured that 10 far as pOBBibleo General Collins' admoDi

tionwi!.l b.e heededo I halre just been infol"D8 d by Mr .. Trobe of JDC in Austria 1i.b.8.t' the 

Austrian Government had. not yet distributed the feod and that the Army had done so and 

charged the quantity against commitmenta to the Au.atdanao. 


From present indications9 the Austrian Government ill faithfullY t17ing to car1'1 out Us 
obli..~,.oJ1o To the extent that the JDC is relieved of sole responsibili tyfor the' 
feeding·t:l the 9400 Romanian Jewsin VieMa. this new arrangement is of course extremely 
helpful 0 To the exten.ts however ll that the American ArD\Y 18 completeqrelieving itself 
of the respon8ibility for the feeding of Jewish Drls and is shifting this obl~ation to 
the Austrian Government9 whose stability and efficiency are q~ite dubiOUS, the picture 
is of course not at all a bright oneo 

A8 you probablT known the Soviet haa just consented to J8 rmU 3,000 Jewish refU&'8e8 to . 
pass through. the Russian Zone., None of the otber governments as yetconlented to admit 
them to their Zone.. 

318°x1 
The American authorities are forbidden. under Part 2A (1) of the directive of'1.3' Xpril 
1947 to give a88iatancfllil billeting p foodo etc. for illegal entrants arring in \he Zone 
after 21 Aprilo As a practical mattern however, since 10 of ~e 15 Jew~sh camp. in the 

http:exten.ts
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u.s. Zone are under direct. military ~iniltration, and will' 10 coniinue until after 
the IRO Agreement is ligned. and since the Arrrtt considers tha' it has no authol'1'T io 
bar entrance into the Zone ot addiUonal refugeel, the inelcapable tact 11 thai the 
Romanian Jewa WlO manage to filtrate into the American Zone do gain admillion .110 exi.'
ing diaplaced persons campa. It .ia to be hoped thai Washington will see. the "i.dom 
theretore ot claritying ita directive ot lS April. 

1 am aendiug a COW ot this letter to Rabbi !ernatein. I hope that he will advise Tou 
as to which ot these maUers. in his opinion. need to be taken up by the· repre.eniatlve. 
at the present time and which IIIIV be deterred to await ful'~her development•• 

J'ai thtullT youra. . 

(signed) LOUIS E. LlVll~ 
. Adviser on Jeviah Atfairsto the 

CODlllla:ad.er in Ohis t. JJuropean Command 

P.S. ~ am alao atiachlng cOPT ot letter to JWB aboui need tor "DP Chaplain." - fhl. 
ls important J ·VI1l. 
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DCLOSlT.R1llS 

I .. 

THIAMERICAI JlWIQB cONMIT!IB 

Paris Office: 
JO rue La Boetie. VIII 
Tel: lDLY 7117 August II. 1947 

Dear Judge Levinthal& 

Having just returned to Paris, I hasten to send you, .so that you m~ have them before' 
Tour conferences in Berlin this week • our views vi th regard to the probJ.ems of anU
Semi ti8Jll in Ge1'lll8ll,1, and the reeducation of its people for democratic 11ving.. 

J'irst, however. I want on be.balfof Dr. John Slawson, Mr.. ~achariab. Shuster andlll1'Belf'/ 
to thank you aDd the members of your staff for the· lD&1lT courtesie.s which "ere granted 
to,us,trom the expediting of our entry'into the 0'. S. Zone. to the extended consulta
tions with you and Rabbi Philip S.. Bernstein.. • 

We are all in eBBential agreement, I belteve. that anti.....t.tiam·in GermaD,y is' still 
a 'Iiveandwge f"orce of evil.. Alao, that while efforts are being made' toWard the, 
reeducation of Germa.n;r for a d8Jl10cratic 'W8'8'. these ef.fort~ need to bemultip11ed now 
by maDT fold if the process is to haTe any worthwhile effect.. We believe tha~ unle ss 
totalitarian doctrinea are eradicated and an essential tolerance replaces them. GeI'll8Dy' 
viII aga~n become a mea&ce to the United States and its people.. Instead of being a " 
,'i)ulvark of western ideoloG", it m8l' develop into a cancerous sore which will harm rather 
than help.." , 

The program which Rabbi Bernstein has.~sted to General C~f.and in which TOU concur, 
seems to us to represent a fine approach to the tWin problemS.. In connection with its 
implementation. we would like to, restate the suggestions made oralq on last !hu:rsdqa 

1.. It is quite ·clear. from discussions with the persons involved. that a foremost need 
is integration and coordiJ:lation of the several OMGUS programa for' reeducation 0, 

a .. We propose for yourd!8cussion, that there be created a committee on reeducation 
t.o be composed .of the chiefs of Information Control Division (UCD)'& Internal Affairs and 
Communications (LAD) and G-J. with the heads of the brlUi.tmes. BuClr as, Pfeil, Badio, 
Research. Iducation and Religion, Troop Attitudes, etc .. ,aB .emberso 

b. ,This commi,ttee s.tu>uld have as its lb:ecutive Director, a competent civilian, mo 
should be attached directly to the staff of General Cle.y.. The importance of this is 
cle,ar and cannot be ;ove~emphasized .. 

1 

c. This committee should be charged with the taat of developing a joint and unified 
program of reeducation against anti-8am.1.t.iBll and for democracy.. It should cover all ele
ments of communication - press. radio, theaters, movies, youth organizations, churchel& 
adult groups and so on. ,and should place groYing and ever increasing emphasis on anti
totalitarian and pro-democratic programso ' , 

2. The formation of a liberal group of Germans who themselves, and with the support of 
OMGUS will carr,y forward an active and intelligent campaign for liberaliSM and against 
B1tlertsm. thinkingv including, of course, anti-Semitism in all its forms,. should be 
UDlertaten. Tbe su,;g8ltion that a committee of fifteen or twenty truly democratic Ger
mans should be fostered is a desirable step in the right directiono AI we informed you, 
in frankfurt we le arned of the beginnings of sUch a groupo 10 doubt one can be formed 
for the entire UoS. Zone, a group that will be accepted by the mass of the German people 
and whose leadership will serve as the spearhead of an' attack on anti-SemiU.. and other 

'~1 :~: '~? 9.~
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foras of 8Zl.ti-democratic activit7. We believe that t.bere would be advantages in such 
a group belng created byGe~themselves and not on invitation. 

I~ connection with both. these efforts. I W8Zl.t to reiterab the· statement made b7 Dr.. .t'}

SlawsOIl. that the AmericBA Jevish Committee is eager to .be of everJ' assistance.. V.bea 

70U are ready for them, we w11l be gla d to suggest names of perBons suitable for the 

position oflCzecutive Dr ector of the Committee di.scusled above. Allo. we are readT ./ 

to discuss detalls of program. should 70U wish us to do 10. . , 


. Good luck: in ZC?ur m.i8Bion~ It is a tremendously importBAt o.ne .. 
~:'.j 

I hope _8 mBl' hear from you atter you've tal.ked with Geaeral Cl•• 

Sincerely 70urs. 

(Signed) . Jom DoWOLFSOO 

Hon. Louis ~. Levinthal 

Adviser on Jewish Affairs. OMGUS 

Fr8llkfurt aM. Ger118.D7 


II. 

J:PO ,541. '0'8 ArItJ.y 

25 July 1947 


.AI1 38.3.7 GJDmG 

SUBJlCT: COD8olldation of .Displaced Persona Camps at Badgas.teill, Bad Ischl and Braunau 

TO: The Jewish people of Displaced PerlonsCampaconcerned. .. 
1... Je:wish D1aplaced Persons CaDPS at Badcaatein. Bad . Ischl BAd Braunau. :will be CODBOli
dated at Camp 'Star of David l at lBbelsb.,rg. Upper Austria.!he United States ~. with 
respect to administration to Displaced. "rlons. has changed with the advent· of the Inter,,:, 
national Refugee Organizaton. War Department "pq-as-Y0llr-go' in Austria. and the camp 
consolidation plans.· . 

2. .aoThe consolidation of these camps,will affo~ for a lIlore efficient administration 
and operation. The facilities of the neW installation surp&B8 the combined attributes 
of the liquidated camps. It is the opinion of the 'O'ni ted States ArlIT, that Camp Mogen- . 
David at EbelBberg lends itielf to more adequate and complete family living. Other 
feat#es of thil camp afford short.er suPP17 liDesinsurilig di8tribution of critical 
suppiies ona more economical baaisoLife in this COIDIDunit7 will afford a fuller develop- . 
lIlent of cultural, religious. educational BAd social expression. ' . 

b.Th1s is in keeping with the 17IIlpat.betlc policies BAd good-will that the United 

States Army has diaplared to the persecuted perlona of the Jewish faith. DUring the 

initial period of concentration camp liberation, emerganc.y facilities were utilized to 

provide refu&eo Since t.ben m8.DT basic cp.UPI have ta'k8n place. Milit8l7 obUgati·ons 

call for a cr;.8Itallilat1on of facilities to be within b'tldget8.17 capabilities'! . TheAnq 


. must operate on a planned econolDTo Obligations to the &Ustrian GoverDlDent and its econ0., are an American responsibility. We mlll t 11:8 ep faith wi th all. 

3. It is thus, tha~ the aforementioned order has been iBnedo Careful study and work 

have gone into the Jl8W proJecto .The prilll8.rJ' concern of the 'O'S Army 1s your comfort and 

welfare. The attached charts and plans will give you additional facts. ~ 1 00~6 


~-".U0t) . 
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4. Tile tenants of the liquidated camps will have the choice of the following alternative 
actions: 

&. 	 !'he;v JIUq' move to Camp 1IJI0geA-David l end continue theirtenanq as previousl1'. 
b. 	 TJe 7 'ma, secede from camp Jurisdiction aad become toial17 depend811t upon 

.Austrian econo•• 
c. 	 Tbe1' JIUq' be transferred into a Jewish Refugee camp and assume a iransitor,r 

status. 

50 The Commanding General extends a cordial invitation to the camp committees d1reci~ 
concerned to inspect the facilit:l. es of Camp 1I)(0gen-David' to better evaluate the in.talla
tion as well as to fUl17 realize its poten~ialitie8o 

BY COMMAIID OJ' MAJOR GJRlIIRAL COLLI.S, 

MYRAI M. MUBPBY 

1st 	Lt Int,' 
C8IJ.p CoDlJll8.J1der 
Camp Mogen-David. 

III .. 

,TO.: Major General Barry Wo Ooillns, Zone Commander 
hom: All Jews residing at DP Camp Badcaatei. 

~ir' 

We,Jews of the DP Camp Badgastein, b1' miracle and by accident ..~vivors of all sorrows. 
pains end horrors of Ghettoes and various concentration and exterminations camps in 
.Auatria,11ke Kauthausen, Gusen I, Gusen II, ,Gusen I II, Ste1'er, Me,lk. Ibe.see, Ams taet ten, 
Linz, Welss ~bach, Wiener Beustadt, etco 

We, invalids, who strucgledin the raU:s of Allied .Armies against the common eneZD71 and 
contributed great17 t.o,the tight against the Wildest and most horrible barbarians in 
hi s t017 of mukindo 

We, a small part of remains of a people that within. six 1'ears of the last. war gav... the 
greateBtdut1' of blood and heroism,' are taking the liberi1' of app17ing to 1'0ull Sir, 
with following e~, 

Sir' 
• 

.In the month of Ma,' 194.5 we werp Uberat8d b7 the heroic aad victorious .American Army_ 
The democratic, noble American peopleD immediate11' af.ter our l1bera.ti on showed a great 
interest, bringing us tinanc:i.aland moral help. 

We remember, and with respe ct mention the names of the great and noble Bons of the 
American peo,ple, President TruJII8J1 and General Eisenhower.' who have shown speci~ in tarest 
and warm B7Dlpathy to us, Jewiah ex-Concentration Camp Inmates. 

In October 194.5 it was ordered to provide us with better living8, we were taken out of 
the bad campsllke Wels-Lichtenegg 1 and Wels-Li~htenegg II, Alepenjaegerkaserne, Leonding, 
Hart, lammer-Schoerfling, Lambach,' Hag and others. We were re8111 secured with mer e human 
living conditions. We ba~ been for twenty-two months at Badgaatein, we have never had the 
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intelltioD. to change our temporaryv presellt lodging into a pel'lDanent one. The Euro

pean earth, where 40 ~ of tn.e Jewish People were destroyed•.awakens disgust in our 

hearts and minds. 1ilve17 piece of this land is imbued with blood of our dearest. 

lve1'7coner. here, of the bloodylustriaa earth remind8 ua the tragical reality of 

death and extermination. The maJority of the native population assisted Hitler in his 

ruin-work, or, ia best case, indifferentlJ observed the horrors, keeping passive. . 


Therefore we cannot and do not waat to st~ here. We take the camps in Austria, 8lI101lg 


them Badgaatein, for temporary home8 on our further w~ to our Bational Home p Palestine. 

The American Authori ties have understood our position givillg us shelter and care. 


With great regret and pain we must confirm that the cOllnectioll8 betweell the Americana 

aad the UIlh.apw JewishDPs, UJlder the influence of Austrian, have turlled worse. 


The Austrian People was injected with anti~Semit1sm which .b.aa remained till now. lI'or 

long months it has been noticed an organized and systematic action to remove the Jew

~sbDPs frOm certain placeso among them Badg,asteln. .And according to Auatria radiO 

and press reportloour ~amp il to be liquidated. ~en the date of moving out is given. 

namely, the beginning of August, this year. This message is a great surprise for us, 

aa no official statement from .Americaa sources has bee. heard. In order to avoid all· 

klBds of surprialng and misunderstandings in. that questio., we are applJiag to you, Sir, 

in the Dame of all Jewish DPs residing at Badgaiteill to do everything i. your power to 

annul all the proposi tiOIl8 and plans conceniag the liquidation of Camp Badg,astein. 

We cBlnot and do not want to move into -1' other c8llip, where the conditions do not suit 

the fundamental needs of men, espeCially for us. who have been consti tuUonally and 

morallJ broken. and suffered some years from starvation and terror. 


2.50 perllul.s of' our cap suffer from chrOnic diseases. 48 invalids o 146 infaata BOt over 

J years of age, 93 pregnant women, a great number of our population are over SO years of 

age 811.d are weak. 


We DOW that; the liqu.1datlonof the CBlP will DO.t: tura good for us and will onlT satiafy 

those ones who still hate us. 


The all kinds ot Hazis C8ZlJlot have a rest at Badgaateia, onlT because of the fear of be~ 
ing recognized by the survived victims of Austriaa COllcentration caizpSI> Bot true is the 
statement of Auatria:ns that at Badgaatei:a there is a lack of places for peraona followiJlg 
eve. OlllJ f1 ve of the ninety-fiT8 hotels rmd. cure-houses are occupied by the Jewish 
DPs. Tliemost of the rema1niag hotels are eatlrelT vacant. 

We agree to leave the camp only when the .Americaa Authorities will use their iafluellce to 
selld all permn. who want to go to Palestine, oVer to I tal;; , and to Germuy aU those 'One. 
who wiSh to _grate to America, considerlllg our 'W8¥ of sufferings and desire of buildi., 
up an own home at last. 

Please, Sir, give those people help and do not increase their sufferings. 

,We believe, hope 8Ild are sure that youp Sir, as the representative of the Americ8ll ~ 
which. has brought us the liberation. and as the representative of the Americ8ll People 
which. is supporting us, and as a hOllest politician with human conscience and heart, willll 
surely, continue the gloriOUS tradition of great Americaa PreSidents. Washingtono Jeffer
son, Lincoln and Roosevelt. You will UDderst8Jld our tragical situation. inclining to our 
urgent call. . 
We are t.baDk:ful, in adV8J1C8. for. your favourable settlement aad remaill reapectfullT. Youra 

All Jews residing at DPCamp Badgaatein 
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IV.. 


.5 Auguat 1947 

MlIMOli.AlDUM TO& The Commander in Chief9 European Command 
aD4 

T.he Commanding General" United States Jorces, Austria 

StJ:BJBTa Infiltration of Romanian JeWS .. 

1.. Reports of a growing infiltration of Romanian Jews into Vienna led the Of

fice of the Adviser on Jewish Affairs to make an investigationo On three occasions 

in the pastmonth we interrogated these infiltrees in Vienna conceraimgthe reasona 

and circUJDstll1ces of their movement.. We have discu88ed the attendut problems with 

.the responsible officers of the American Joint Distribution Committee aDd the Jewish 

Agency for Palestine.. We have also consulted the militar.r authorities sad the repre

sentaUves of IRO.. who have some COJlJ18ctiOJl with these developmentso. The followiag is 

a summBl7 of our findiDgs .. 


2.. There are tod.aT" according to Ul1C reportsD 7984 of these receat Romaaiaa 
Jewish infiltrees in Vienna" The movement began verr. slow17 i_ Karch &ad mouat,ed to. 
approximate17 400 on 10 JIq.. At the end of Jull' the numbers increasea. to approximate17 
100 per d8fo The Jewish organizations are informed that there are at present about 2000 
Ramaaian Jews in Bun~ who expect to move into Vienna. 

I ). According to conversations wi.th hundreds Of. these people" the c.hief ~eason for 
the movemeat is hUDgero Wi~ few exceptions they are thin 8lId hungry looking. Jor the 
most perto they came from former Rom&Jlian territor,rtaken over by the Russiaas. They 
were given a choice u4 chose to resettle in Romani.a. where it later developed they 
could find no economic foothold. Aati~Semitism" althougb not takiag the violaat form of 
pogroms" as ia PolaDd in the summer of 1946" is rife and constitutes the second motive 
'(or movement. lext i8 the fear that t.be iron curtain will completelY close don. upoa 
them and hold them entrapped for the rest of their lives.. Ji:aallY" most of them wish 
to go to Palesti.eand seek to reach such places in Jurope from which they believe the 
desired movement is possible.. 

4.. · We fourad no evidence of e:Jq organized sUmulaUon or support of this movement 
from Romania. Althougb it is evideDt that this migration could not take place without 
the conse.t of the Rusai&J1so there was no evielence to. support the suspiCion that the 
RussianB are organizing ito It is quite pOBsible t.hat the Soviet goven.ment is indif
ferent to the movement but that the Romani_ and Hungarian goverueats permit it either' 
to have fewer mouths to feed or to relieve themBelvesot Jewish problems. 

ao 	 hom the highest policy levels to the lowest operational levels" the 
representatives of the AJDC and the JAJPd~ e:Jq ~onnectioJ1with this 
movement ia Romania" I place credeace ia their denials. The AJDCis 
spending large sums of money to feed and rehabilitate Jews in Romuia. 
The care of large numbers of RomaAian Jews elsewhere imposes insupportable 
burdens on these limited resources. The JewiBh Age_cy people see no SeDse 
in moving Jews from Romaaia to Austria in order to get them to PalesUMo 
Their views are incorporated in an offiCial policy deCision, which has 
beeR confirmed by their representatives in the field .. 

. b~ 	 In Romuia Uself the movement seems to be either individual q aad spon
taneouslY motivated .or stimulated by local Jewish groupso Letters from 
the refugees in Vienna indicating that they have received food aDd pro
tection under the United States flag move others to flee. 



,c. 	 In Buga17 the Romu.1uJev8 receive help from Jewi8h orgaaiza-, 
tiOD8. 1'heHungari8l government assumes DO respon8ibilitl. except 
t08ee that the refugees move withoutdelB¥o When they reach the' 
A.ustriaa border, the AU8iriaa authoriiiescall upoa Jewish orgaaiz8P 
tioD8 to transport them to Jewish illStitutioDS ill'ViellDa • 

.s. UaUl the present time the AJDC has ass'Wlled full rerpollaibi11tlfor t,.I::======1 
of these people. The1 were shelt,ered ill three Jewish in8ii tutiOlls b. VieJU'1a, 
available blthe Austriaa govenameat. 1'he ArriIT' felt that it was precluded bl 

April 21st directive from offeriDgnP care to theae iDfiltree8. laO, i. its ee==========

stages, vas 1l0t let read1 to make couitmeats. As a result, the 11mited re80''Ci''====== 

the AJDC, which is giving ~pport to over a million JeVBthroughout the world. 

seriousq sirainedo It would probabq Dot be able to C&r17 oa IlUC.h lODger 0 ______ 


housing faci11ties were straiaed b810lld capacitl. Buildiage capable of accomm·c=====:o 

2000 people were housi.g uarq 8000.. People were sleep!».g two u.d three ia a 

They were aleepiag ia corridor8 and alle;rwqso aDd Oil floors. there were gra,,,,,,,,,:::::::: 

ot epidemic8,of serious scciala.D..L.eeuritl problemao ,It bee,_ clear that, 

preseat and prospective D'UIIlbers, f'WldaneJltal step. would have to be take. to dt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!l!!!!!!== 

,this 	problem. .' , 

6. 	 a. 1'he Austria goverameDi. through Minster Helmer. agreed to inel:w:l_____• 
recent refugees ill i t8 feed.1Ag program for all displaced Person801'he 
willproY.L£e the necea8ary aupplemeatar,y feedingo 

bo 	 1'he Austri_ goveramellt 'Wldertook to move 3000 of these refugees illto 

Austriao It is attempting to secure permisaioll tram the Russius for 

movemeat and to filld camp space 1».' upper Austrtao 


7. It i8 not possible to foreteUhow large this movement will beo III 1 
the faot that the s'UllJll8r is weU advuced tmd thai there have, beeD DO violeDt cC=========li 
ill Romaaia, it is 'aot 11keq this year to take the mass form Which the Polish lI!ii:=~~:==~ 
took last yearo Jeverib.eless, it, is posBiblethat a total of 10,000 to 20,000 
refugees ,from aomaaia ~ seek UoS. protection ia l~?o . , 

8. 	 therefore, the followUg addi tioaal sieps ahouldbe uadertakeas' 

a. 	 The Jeviah orgaaizations should do everythiag possible to discourage t:========== 
1I0VeJi:l8lll.t at its source. The AJDChas agreed to illcrease ita budget fa··=~~~=~ 
Romaa,ia.' 1'he J."ish Agency b48' givo assur811ces thai i" will seek sO!IE'E!!!!¥!!!!~!!!!~~ 
direct rouies froiD lloma:aia to Pale.U.e. so aa to discourage the idea 
that the people must go toGe~ or Austria ill order to get to PaleS;;;;;;;;;iiiiEi;;;;;;iiiiiiiiii~ 
Ia addition, both or~izatioD.s are iDstruetiag their representatives 
Rcmaaia, tmd villi if possible.· sead special represeatatives, ia ordeJ:i======= 
dissuade the people from movemeat into Austria aD4 GermaD1 at this ti~~~~~~ 
If possible. ,the Jewish Adviser or hi8 aide should go to Romania to atI =====: 
the Bituation aad to attempi to discouregemovemeat vesttwardo 

b. 	 110 should illstruet its represeatativea i. Aua'riato assume the same 
.respoDsibility for these refugees as for otherso I.bave made repreSe'IIi'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. 
to IRQ accordillgqo . 

c. If the aumbers co.1II.g iato Austria should be b810nd the capacitl of tliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii-=-=-=_ 
cOUllt17 to absorb, Uo 80 Zone. Ge1"JJl&Dl', should be prepared to take itEllliiliiiliiilliiiliiiiiilililiiilill 



- ? 

9. Although this current movement from 1l0lll8llia i8 to be deplored and, ifp08
aible, to be discoura!8d, it remains aD. inescapable fact. U~erthe circumstaaces. 

there seem8 to be no alternative but for all responsible parties to cooperate in an 

overallplaa to take care of these people until permanent resettlemeat is possible.' 


RABBI PHILIP S. BIBlfSTJlII 
PS"B/mf ' 	 Adviser Oil Jewi. Affairs to the, 
CC& cIs 	 Commaader in Chief, lUropeaa Commaad 

Dir CAD 

Vo 

13 August 1947 

MDlOlWl.DUM TO: 	 ~he Comma:ader in Chief, luropean COmil8lld 
aDd 

!he Commaading General, Uaited States Forcee, Austria 

SUBJlIIC!& 	 Rabbi Bermsteinls Report. dated 5 Angust 1941, oa 

IafiltraUoa of Romaniaa J.ws. 


1. )'urther inquil'Tas to the causes inducing the Romaaiaa Jews to leave ,their 

homes leads me to the conclusioD. that the sta'ement contaiD.ed ia Rabbi Bernsteinls 

memoraadum dated 6 August 1947. to the effect that ~the chief reasoD. for the mo.vemeat 

i,s hUD.gerl, is lI.ot accurate 8lII.d should be corrected..' 


2. While it is true that most of these me., womeD. aad chlldrell ia Viena appear 
to be Ithia 8.1I.d hUD.gl7 lookingl, they did ,aot leave llomaaia prim.a.rU.y because of the 
famiae in that laad t but, rather because of the risiagtideof rabid anU-Semitism among 
the mas8es of the populaUoao ' 

30 lot a few of the mea amoag the infiltrees stated that they had disposed of 
fairly lucrative, bUlinesses rather thea remain to be persecuted aa:d viciimized by their 
anti-Semitic neighbors. Oae young man had quite a valuable violin which .he was pl~ing 
to. raise the spirits of his fellow refugees. !'he fact that all these iJlfiltrees are 
Jewa, aacl that Romuia. lloJl-Jeva are Dot fleeillg, iJUlieates that the chief reason for the 
movement i8 fear of raci81 a:ad rel.ig1oue persecutioD... . , 

4. It is 1117 co.avictioD. that the infiltrees mow in Vieana are, for the most part, 
persecutee. 811.d 1l0tecoAomic refugees .. This opiaioD. il supported by the fi.diage of Dr. 
'Joseph Schwarts, the lIuropeaa Director of the .America Joint Distributl. on Colllll1tteeo Dr. 
Schwartz receatl;r made a firai hud. CD. the spot BDal781a of the condi tiO.1 ia Romuia. 
ill, addiUolI. to. a stud7 of the situatio.a amoD.g the iafiltrees in Viellll8... 

JODGlII LOUIS I. IJDVII'TBAL 
.Adviser on Jewish Affairs to the 

, liJL/rls COJllJD8.1l.der in Chief, Jurope_ Commaad 
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His lb:cellac;r 

Ing.. leopold Figl 

Federal Chaacellor . 

I 9 :Ballhausplat II 2 

Vieuao Austria 


Dear Mr.. .Cha:D.cellor8 

As YOUknOWD the U.. So .A~ Civilian Relief Program came to aD end on 30 Juae 19470 

A few small shipments are still arrivingo but the;rare not sufficient for extensive 

reliefo Until the small stocks are completel;r exhausted we willo upon ;rour requestu 

render help in emergencieso . 


Ill' place of UlT.RRA and the U.. 80 Hili tary Government stocks used in the pash there has' 
been substituted the State Department Grant to AustriaD and we are now ex1BtiJag on a 
dEW' to dIf' basis and malting e~ry effort to get .the ships ill on time durb.g this critical 
period preceding the next harTest.. A.'!. late' as Saturdqpwe sent our representatives to 
Paris in an effort to divert two flour ships from Gel"l.llU1' to AlUItria in order to meet the 
food plaD. for the 30th ration period which starts 21 Juq.. I !!Ill !;1aPW to report that the 
ships have beeR promised us .. 

Last moatho at a meeting vUhMil1ishr SagtDeister I raised the ques'Uon ot 'feediag the. 
JeWish displaced personso All displaced persons except about 17 0 000 Jewa have been 
i.cluded in. the Austrian. food pla:a.o lD. the pa&t o these Jews have beert ted from the same, 
stocks as other displaced permnSo but the difference haa beeD. that the UoSo.A.rmT distribu
ted the food to themo 

CommeJlciag with the 30th ration period o 8-11 - the remainiag JeWish displaced persoRs 

ahould be i.cluded in the food ple the s,eme as· all other displaced personso There is' 

no source at present from which to feed themo other than lDdigenous production sad the 


, food stock coming from the UDited States uaderthe State Department GraatoThi.s will 
require that a small food distributioa plaa be established for these additional dis
placed personso We will coatinus to aSBi&t ;rour officials uatil the;r have their plaa. 
worked out and it beCOmeB operatioaalo 

The International Relief Organizationgwhea it becomes completely operative, will we hope, 
be of cOlI.siderable assistance to the Austriu Goveramellt ill. hu.dliRg the displaced personll 
problem which should lead to i ts e~ntual liquidationo 

Please be so kim as ,to acknowledge receipt of this letter which will indicate' to us that 
the Austriaa Governmentrecogaizes the fact the Uo So Arm;r has relinquished all respOnai- . 
bility for feedillg displaced persons ill Austria.. 

FOR THE HIGH COMMISSIOH!Rs 

JESMOJm D.. :BALMmR 
:Brigadier General o USA 

Deputy Commissioner 

31839'2 
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VIlo 

.AUSTllIAI BJJ1PtT.BLIC 

THE FlIIDliIB.AL CRAlCILLOll 

VieDna, 29th July 1947 

BoMo·fo Vol13.;..11 989/47 


tdg 	 Headquarters United States 

rorces ill Austria. 

Office of the Deputy Commissioner. 

attention Brigadier Geaeral g USAo 

Jesmond D. BALMIR 


Dear 	Gelleruo 

lJL repq to your letter dated 14th July 1947 I have the honour to iaf01'1ll 

you that the feeding of the Jewish displaced persons in the UoSo Zone Vill be 

taken overo commeJLcing witk the )lst ration perio~. ioeo 18th August 1947. by the 

Auatriaa taDdes-Food Office. ,ILaadeseraahruagaamter fi ) ia Upper Austria South aad 

Sal,burgo . 


The 4isplaced per~ns will receive ration cards with the same daiqratio. 
scales as the Austriaa people 0 Displaced persons who attend to som.e work will re
ceive sa additioaal card ,nZusatzkarte-)corre8pondi:a.g to the kind of their emplo.v
me.to 

Assuring you of lJf1' highest personal esteem. I 8mt dear General o 

. Sincerely yourso 

s€;do 	 Fig 1 

B.esponsi ble for the 

correct translation: 


(iait1aled) 

30th 	Juq 1947 
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Adviser 011 Jewish Affairs 

!PO 757. c/o Postmaster 
Jew York Jew York 

19 August 1947 

Rabbi Ar,rel Levt Director 
Oommittee oa Ar1Ir¥ aDd Navy Religious Activities, 
Jati021 A:rrq aad Javy Oommitteep 
14S last 32Jld Street 
Jew York 16, Jew York .. 

Dear Rabbi Levs 

DuriB.g the four weeke I have already epe:at ill the America ZOlle of Germa:B1' 8IId 
Austria, I have bee~ particular~ impressed by the remarkably effective aJld 
constructi?8 service rendered by the few Jewish chaplai:as-- alas o far too few - 
D.OW ia the Theatero· 

As you k:D.ow, official authorizatio:a haa bea giveD. by all _it commaaders for 
the· use of Jewish Chaplaill. for DP work.. There are several key areas in 
Germ8lt1' ad Austria where Jewish chaplalD.s could be of tremendous valus. but 
UDfortwaately' not eaougp rabbis have volunteered to serve ia this capacitYo I 
fad it difficult to believe that after the military authorities have requested 
tea additio:raal chaplaiasfor this Theater, primari~ for DP work p there should be 
a failure o:a the Ja rt of America Israel to meet the miB1mum needs .. 

There are ai prese:at at least tive additional· Jewish chaplaias requiredo Besidel' 
millisleri:ag to the spiritual ad cultural aeeds of the DPso ~hese chaplaills will 
have to work with the Comma.ding Officers ia the followillg cap8.citiel: 

&.. 	 To advise oa all matters pertainag to the Jewish meilo womell aDd 
childrell i:o, the DP ceaters, thus iaterpreU.g the DP8 to the J.riIJy.. 

b.. 	 To orieat Jewish displaced peril) DB wi th regard to all military 
directives relatillg to themt thus illterpreting the Army to the »PI; aad 

Co 	 To iaspect ad utIlize the facilities available ia Jewish asaembly' 

ceaters for religious worship aad for religious educatioao 


Ohaplaias voluateeriDg ~heir services to meet the above :aeeds will be declared 
·surplus· and made available for release at the elld of a si~mollth period of service 
ill the Theater p u:mle ss additio:aal service is mutually agreed upono .Due .to su.cb. 
limited period of service it will aot be p08sible for these chaplaiasto bring their 
families with themo lowever t in the event that individual chaplains m~ later extend 
their serviceD a satisfactor,r arraagemeat mq be 'worked out i. this respeci .. 

The approaching wiatero the third siace liberatioJlDwill undoubtedly be a grim aad 
bi tt,er oll.e.. Ia addition to the drab and barren life the displaced persona have al 
ready experienced v the long delq in their resettlement and t~e uncertainty of emi
gration possibilities will bri:ag further disappointment aJ'1d disillusionment to them... 
Moreover 0 we are now faced with a new infiltree movement from Romaia to Austria.. 
About 9000 of these ROJlWlilll. Jews have already arrived in Vieu.a duriag the past 
mon.th and are 11-riag in indescribabl¥ wretched conditions" Their pl1gb.t C8ll be best 

, 	 "1~0Q4
;:; ... :..J"';'" 
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described. b7 the words of the Ur'llg'U8.7a:n delegate to the UJli ted Nations SpecialOom
mit tee on Palest ine, whOrt UPOll returl1.1:III.g from a' vis it to the Rothschild Hospital 
ia Vieana. where he obaerved the sleepiJlg and messiag conditions of the people. 
made the followiJlg entry'" 1:111. his diary" . 

"I have bee. in Hell. Oan this be the year 1947tll 

Uaa.er these circWllstaaces the questioa of the morale of our people is of vital sig
.ificsace. It is with this iJl mind that I feel the extreme need for additioJlal 
chaplains who would give their time and .erg to this all importaat cause. As 
rabbis aad UJlited·States A~~Officers they combi.e withia themaelve. the moat 
eeseattal qualificatioJls for helpiag our Ul!l.happ.y "remDut of Israel". 

I appeal to iadividual rabbis p espeeial~ to those who have former~ .erved ia the 
Ohaplaia Oorps. to volunteer a8 e~plaiJl' duriag the critical. moaths ahead, ad 
urge their respective cOJlgregatioDS to relea.e them for this significaat aad.eces
sar,r service to our people. I kaow of ao finer v~ to give expressioa to their 
Americaaism sad to their Jewishnesso 

)lai thfulll' yours., 

JUDGE LOUIS 10 LlIlVINTKAL 
Adviser OD. JeWish Affairs to the 

UL/rl. Oommaader in Ohiefo Europe .. Oommaad 


