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had collected l~tters 'f~~m the America.-.i Laerider~"expres 
satisfaction with the settlemeni:3, and Schreiber, kepf 'toyL.YLgwi 
letters -, nervously, waitin~ for his opportunity to· cite ,the,~" 3:li~~~;?'>, 

After some general sparring WG examined the various ;items . .in'o~ 
proposed packe,ge settTement .As heretofore the mayo'r reiterated Berlrn IS', 

preparedness'to pay 8 million DM for indemnification claims, to buy (' 
such .of our 'real estate as might be of interest to them and to exar.line", 
our claims against the city :for Je'wish furniture which the city con':::': ',' 
fiscated. This: indicated a preparedness to pay anywhere from 8 'mJ,:llj"on ' 
to 14 million DM: for these items. He rejected' any liability forjewe ' " 
which the pawn shops of Berlin acquired under instructions of the Re" 
He said the,"city was not legally liable e..nd, therefore, no payment ¢ou,ld 
be made. We nointed out that fact~~lly he was wrong and legally he was 
wrong and we· offered to demonstrate it to a'group of his advisorsif,w~ 

< 

were given'the ,opportunity. Tne 3000 claims' against individual Berii~:';!' ' 
citizens, which including business' and mortgages,we h::;,d appraised at,'~;,,', 
35 million DM,constituted 'the principal bone of contention ,~hich was:~:'~: 

,'argued back and forth at length.' ' .. 

~ After, an hour and a half of consideration, the conclusionwas'reac 
'that a commission shpuld be appointed representing both sides in order :~~, 
go over the proposal again and present recommendations. The commission "" 
would not deal Vrith the indemnification claims or our offer to, sell our,: 
real estate to Berlin~ It would determine the facts with regard to our 
pawn shop claims and examine our claims again..<;t individual Berline:::'s. 
The exact meaning of thisls.stpoint was not quite ,clear. The mayor" " 
felt that claims where a reasonable price had been paid should be dis-,' ' : 

" ; carded, whereas we felt thc~t the, individual file's could 'not be examined' ~,", 
>, ' ' in more than a sampling and t,he emphasi s should be placed upon det,~rniin~ ,:!,1" 

I, ing the reasonableness of our appraisal of value. On our ,side, we deli-, ~':,: 
berately left the matter somewhat vague, since it was clear that we c," 
not hope to change' the mayor I s mind and we might be better off trying , 'f 
persuade a commission.' ,,' " " ' ':;,',' , ' ::'/>"' 

.The·atm?~pherethroughout Vlas harmonious and cordial, but a'real' 
eagerness, on their part to:, ,reach a settlement vIas ~9i:; ,P?-:;:,i~2Jll~rJ.y',' , 

, ',"", "They would, of course',,' be very ,happy if we ,would leav~ them alone anf'::. 
disappear. The mayor agreed to appoint ,the commission within the next.: ' 
few' days 

" 
with instruction -'to 

' 

act quickly. 

,- .. Later in the 

order· to keephiin 

which he had ha~ 


. ' ~e ,~qld.:,)is,', 
':' "pressed"'his

the' ' ':,' '" 
" .. ..,.., . ~ ;;' -" ­



.. l 

T ' ,~ 

" ., " ." , • '. :. ,...... ~ 1.'. ,t, ." 

In the . late afi;ernoon;Dr•. Goldmann.J<;dned us: 

Dr. Weisl home together'with·Dr.· Schweig,CitjCustod 

properties. Dr. Schwaig had been .fully informed by. Dr." . 

Schreiber about our morning meeting. He told us' that' there' 

been a senate resolution appointing: the. members' of the'. comriiis 

They wo:uld 'be the Ffiiance Senator Dr. Haa's, viith Sena:tsdi~ect 

Theuner as his alternate, Justizsenator Dr~Kielinger, and:Dr~ 

The positioh which the >memb'ers of the commission hold indicai(f' • 

they are men of ·authority as we had re~uested. Unfort~Ulately; 


we know that 'none of them' in favor of the bulk settiement 'and' 

therefore, start off with somewhat of' a handicap. Our tean will 

of Dr. Weis, Dr. TUch, Dr. Katzenstein, Dr. Lachs a..'1d myself. 

~ . . 
, .. : 

. : Dr. Sch~:i:g also informed us that Dr. Haas was' instructed';t' 
draft a letter in reply to Dr. Adenauer. In their reply the Berl 

.. would. point to all the. economic and politicaI difficulties' which 
settlement might cause. Dr. Schwe.ig also repeated the point which':Dr. 
Schreiber had made, during our. meeting t,o the effac.t that' Berlin l+adrl.9 
funds and the Bund would have to pay whatever might be. involved in ;. 
settlement. To 'this Dr. Go1dma:rJrl replied tl1at if we had to get' , 

~ money from the Bund we did not have to go round about, via 3erlin .to d 
so. We know that Dr. Hnas t1.1ready discussed \Vith Dr. Schaefer. the pos 
bility of getting federal funds fo:::, this purpose. Dr. Schaefer'had . 
pletely rejected any such notion saying th:lt the' 800 l'iillion 'DM per' 0,,,".',,,",, 
federal aubsidy to Berlin' covered everythingq We argued that the.amounts: 
"ITe were requesting and our. liberal terTl.s· could not cor..ceivablY . . eht 
any real economic burc:.en vIi thin' Berlin I s anm~al budget of 1.'8 ......L ..... ..L..LV•• 

The dis cussion ·with Sch~iefor gaye even clearG1' indications that the' 
Senate and ·the Buergermeister may not be ~uitc sincere. in the· .. 
of the commission and the,t it is merely a :r;:olitical device to 
immBdiate show dm7n. 

In the .evening Dr. Goldmarnmet. with Dr. Spenrlrath,Director'.· 
! '. AEG. Dr. Spennrath is influential both in Berlin and in Bonn and',"'·.">'" ',...~~.. ~ 
! ,' ...;.~... ,: surprised to learn" :from Dr'. Goldma111 that the total amount iri~To:l:V~d .:::. ':;1 ' 

accepta))le settlement' was in' the neighbourhood of 50: miliion' 'DM. ·u,'..,,;: ... .u.~ 
had thought that hundreds of millions Viere being asked. 'He fEild. t ._',....:"""':;;-'~,
vloUldbe fu':)ossiblefor-Sc'hreiber to stand' . 'Chan:ceiio'r' . 
Bund in oppo;ing sl;lch agreement o' He promised to lend his assiS'tap.c~~, 

<\ ' ' '.', j • .~ ,." :'1:;
:,. 

Appraisal: ", 
.~ .. 

http:burc:.en
http:Schwe.ig


, ' .-',:<~~i::.,~ 
:By that time 'Ire should h~ve 'a cleater pict~";~"-~'f 

and after' our next tQP level meet~'.ng vlhen all of>our"~1i'i . 

been shot, we should know whether an agreeI!len,t 5.s possible':D 

the next:Berlin e'lections scheduled for the Ef~'1d of No~;~mber·. 


. . t.: . , 

Cordially yours ," 

-:-~2~.-/'\ . . ,,' .' ' . 
I~.··~·· 

BBF/rm BEHJM,UN :B ... FEHENCZ 

,.' , ,~ . 

. i 

/ 

. , ..-. 

; 
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, '... ... ,:','. 


Mr. Saul 'Ka;gan . 

.: "JRSO ~ New York " 

'.......,.. 
 ," 

'. 

Dear. Saul: 'f ' • .. , . S:': 

I., ." "'.' 

There : have: beem,anumber of meetings'inconnect'i(m With 
Berlin bulk 'sett1ementwpich'shou1d be of interest" As,You 
Dr. AdenauerwrOte to,nT.Schreiber to the effect that 'sudi a;' 
s.et~leinent~jw,9UJ.d ,be politically desired by theBund. It' ",'.nn.,,.-.,,,, 
that,pri.Ina.rHYasa resultof that letter the position 0 . 

Senate'was ,:weakened"'and they decided' to proceed more .cau '!, 

they had 'dgne"in :the:Lr 1et'ter of April 8, 1954, rejecting,~a:
a.o-'r>eement >;/i' " , . '.' ~:, 

Q- '\ ' ",.~:', 

" 

On May 25, Dr. Goldmann and I met Dr. Conant 'and 'Knox "La.i:nb, 
,. , . follow up 'on the New York conference with Dr. Conanta..:i:ldto'see': 
,1~ , /":.,~ if he could do anything more .insupport of our proposal. Dr.G 
~~, ,!:~. ,>. 

_. '~ --.+.- ,was ,reasonably friendly and reasonably briefed. He pointed out. 
he had already written two letters to Dr. Schreiber. in: which he, 
expressed the int,erest. of .the U.S. Gove:ri:unent in such a sett1 .. 
He felt that not much'more could be done. He had also asked'Mr 

'. Parkman. his Deputy in Berlin, to handle the, matter for him' 
It was 'cle~r that: nothing morecou.1.d-be done with the High. 
arid it .turned out to be a courteSY call for purposes of o."..,'~.,.o 

'. 'apprec:i:ation and keeping him' informed •. The next morning on May 
. Dr.. Weis : jomed 'us for a meeting with 'Dr. Schre'iber' who' was 'Q.","",.u'.w. 

. by his Fina.I).c·e Senator, ,Dr. Haas, his Chief of, PrQtoc61, ',Drl 
and .the head: of the ' Press" Section; Dr •. Hirschfeld, who was ..·..·...0.:>0.,.'.,-: 

an emergency measure in.:,casethere would be ,an,'explosion' 
repo'rt woUld ,b'e;\requ:ired~':~J:,;' , ;' ..:'. , ' ;.:" "/,;:; ,";,', .,,' . 

0'~ ;";~~"\ 1: ',,', ,~'1:~>}::>.'~'.,~1\:',:>.:~_'~?!'~~:'~) '~';:'.'" .' , . .'." .. ~ Y . ~ : \ ;';~~'~~:'~.'\"':~.~:~':"'"'' .." ,', 

:Dr'.::;:Schreiber,';again exPressed his great inter~'s't ' 
': 'JElWish;~ ~:)Inmi.u;l~1;Yj:;~_,~B,~ili.~ .~p.eq-y.at e1y cared, j.'or. ' 
'rea.,dy ,;t,o,:'paY:,l'oi'Sthe:i.ridemnificati"on ciaimsori condi 

:~,', ", ,,~:;;.:s~F7. '~'!~ht~;,~?:',';~~~:~o~¥fi~Y~hich.was.,;ri~wbein~~~u~s,. , 
.: 'f::-", ,He. ferred ',:a180., to ,the' d~ff~cu1t~es 'wh~ch the .C~ ty. of 

'irig ,glaims,a.ga1nst, Berlin r s Citizens who 
" ':,:," .'. ',to":p their::~JeWi'sh 

, ,'that ", 



of the Meeting of'. . ..Or.i;;a.:r:Liza 
·, ... Zentralrat, theZ~ntral!'lohlfa.hrtsste11e, 

'.':', ; 

, ~,,.. 
 . .'., '.: " .:.l~aeride· and Gemeinden i .. ",~

::' .': ..;\ 
.. ' .J" 

'. '.. in Frankfurt ap April 14th, 1954; 

.On April 14th, 1954;"from 11.30 a·.m. to 5.00 p.m. ,a meeting took place 
the.chairmanship·of.Dr. Kreutzberger, (Jewish Agency) with the following 
present: 

Mr. J.Jacobson (Joint' Paris) . 

.. Mr~ Rice (Jqint\:M:unich)' .. 

. Dr. Kapralik (JTC London) 
Dr~ Lachs (J.TC., Hamburg) 
Mr. Meyrowi t'z' CB~a.ncheFrancaise of the ~TC Mainz) 
Mr. Ferencz"·.(JRSO)· 
Dr. Katzenstein '(JRSO) 

on the 	one part, . 
and 

Dr. van Dam,-Duesseldorf' ( 

. I. 

i Mr. Karl Katz, BremEm . ( Zentralrat ) 

! .' . J)r. Simons'ohn (Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle Hamburg) 


/ .: Mrs. Jeanette Wolf ( . ,. 

. ,Mr. Galinski'" , (. Berlin 


Dr. ·Alschoff; Frankfurt (Landesverband Hessen) 

. Mr.Ma.x .L~·· .'Calm ( " 	 . 

Dr. Cohll-Bendi t ( Frankfurt, (Gemeinde Frankfurt)· . ::: 
Mr. Nachmann, Karlsruhe '(Oberrat; der Israelit.en Badens) . ',' .. ': 

" .. ' 
. , 	 Mr. Warscher, 'Stuttgart (Israelitische Kul tusvereinigung WUerttemberg)·:·,. 

Mr~ Dreyfuss,Duesseldorf (Landesverband Nordrhein-Westfalen) , ... 
!~.Gold8tein, Hamburg . . .: .. 
Mr~: Heymann, Dortmund 
Mr. Prager, Hannover . .. 
Dr'. Fritz Goi'dschmidt, London (Council of the Jews from' Germany) 

'Mr: Goldschmiq t ,','Koeln, . 

. . ·.Mr·~ Baer~ .·Laridesve·~band.Rheinlan~_Pfalz 

.. Professor;Graubart, MUlllch. . . 
:":Mr'~'-'Karr Marx' 'Duesseldorf ,... . 

"".;','.';:: ..' :.' '. ,;.: . . . .' on the other p~t. 
.... ," '.:.. .;.:.; .,. ..._:'" .•, a . , 

. ·~ .. ~~;":,Kr4~·t·z~'~r~~; :'in'openint; the deeting, 'stated the desire of .·~h~: . 
., zations -to'::a;:i'iv'€:., at an:'ovei-all settlement. of all outstandiJig 'q-iestions'. 

!-'u.Jl~V~,..I.~..lJu...l.• j.o:·a::j.l. communi tJ.'es Pl ,Germariy.irrespective of their zonaI<distrf~~s:~~' 
. hope "i('the' ties' in Germany were striving at. the', ,'-,'. 

':or ":pr •.. tze.nst.(;iin· t9 .;formulate' ·'the.pro~.6s~16> 
. ":(~~~f' a~;'f':' ,,:,:.,~,: < i:.~(,;\;::f::~~·;:·;:·~· .. 

sed·that :,out.·of·.·the :assets :··o'f,: 
'··>fii-st+wo.;mi:liion DM iesa:'" 

..,,' til 	 . iSions 'of 
···..:.···.. ':6' 	 :: ...... 

l.· 

http:Israelit.en
http:the.chairmanship�of.Dr


: "."Dr';:,Katzenstelin, on behalf of jRsO,mad~: the fOIl'owi~g proposal,' _, 
of Ge::ma,ny and Berlin: ' ":' i' 'j" 

, Insofar as the assets are concerned of ,former, c~mmuIli ties, inthe~ 
, .zeine, including 'Berlin, Vii th which agreementsh~d" Deen made -' by the JRSO, such' 
.. existing agreements had to remain in full force and, effect 'and were not in~ 

, '. to be impaired. ' \ ' ' , ' , , 

N~ such agreements had been made with the, Jewish Communities ofNu~rnberg,:, 

, , . Fuerth and Augsburg. ,The real estate of these three Communities ·should be.d , " . ' 


..... ,so. t~at ·JPSO would get 50% and the respective' Community' 50%'"of the respecti:VE:::as: 


,: ,50% of all indemnification claims in t~e US zone, may they apperta:in/t~~:' 
'established or defunct Communities, should go to' the ",Communities excluding,,: ,,";,",.,.....ri::a.,. 

, .thoB.e indemnifieatiop. claims' concerning which ' agreements with' Communities had 
;,r.!.fj,e by JRSO. Those ,agreements' had to remain unaffected•. 
',' . : " ' '': ' . 

. , .., ',:t.h-. Goidstein, Hamburg; IIIpfiaking for the British 2<one ,rteclaredhis 
,ness to accept Dr. ,Lachs " proposal with 'the follmving .modifications:, : " :,,~\:: 

a) ,h~eJqlected the 'indemnification payments' to reach, 5 million m. 
,a.n assurance to that effect; 

, b) 'he objected to ttle extent of the, expenditurf! I)f, ,the JTC and he 

limit,the share of the Special Committee in those expenses 

c9ntribution of DM 300.000.-­

c)a:ny advance payments made to the Communities should not be accounted ,for; 
d) th,e open cemeteries should be taken over by the Communities ,whereas ,the', 

and maintenance of the'closed cemeteries was a matter for ~Le Successor 
Organizations. 

Dr~ 'Alschoff, 'speaking for the American zone, welcomed the , 

..the JRSO to arrive at an overall settlement with ali Cornmunitie's concerned. 

'couldnot,however, accept the proposal as'submitted by Dr. Katzenstein. 


',:':"r-"The~r~~mEmts concluded by JRSO ,,,vi th the Communities had been ~d~ ~der 
·a.ssUmptions, i.e.: that .thecommunities would exist fora couple of 

'CHerice ,tl:).e ,settlement now to be achieved had to concern all communit'ie's 
", ,those 'with wl?-ich JRSO had already, made agreements~ - He was ' 
or 50%' of atlindemnification claims' in the US'zone, minus those 
;claini:B;which\,wer'E!~the :subjectmatter 'bf special agreements wi th thE:t' 
Ion'thereto ttre'~c6mmi.mi:tiesinthe US zone were requesting a payment ,'6f 
""cmr~oil't':Of .thE{·ni.oIieY rvhich' JRSO had'obtained from the German Laender 

~zone'under" tp.eir '~ar10US' global,settlement'a with them. One million TIM 
":million DMshould\ be used for the c'ommunities and one million for' the 

fah.rt·astell'e:~. '. \}"', .h :.-' '>' "'. ,: • 

','\' ... ' ,'. \ ~. " , ....... 


'!tp.e .cemet\eries the request put 'forward by Mr. Gold~tein for .. 
"'.............' "cdf! the American 'zone. , ',',<', ' .,,' " ',/:,."" 

seei"' 



.. ,"" ,.', ' " ... . . ' ..,.. ~ :.' ~:'. >~~.~ < 
If the' fund would ,not be .sufficient to meet the ·needs :01', .COlmntm~ 

aims'Conference would provid~ for the necessarya}q.ditional·meq.ns. He; ~ 
0.,.',"0.,., thereforE? understood the proposal of Dr.,' Alfschoff':t"o<aiean 'that ·50% . 

,indemnificat;ion claims in' the US zone, minus thosEiindemnificatfon .claims ' .. .u.~c"u 
,,' ., 'the subject matter of special agreements with' the ...JRSO~ plus a cash . 

,. ·T\,;~:'twci million "IJM ts::lhould go into a common pot­ ..' . 
, ' " I ~ , • ' " 

~. Alscho!f stated that he had no authority to consent to 
:. " ." .. proposal regarding the establishn).ent of atrust fund: : ':'J:~1::, 

,.. Dr. lireutzberger asked whether the money whichwouldbecom-e available; . 
" 'US zone should be distributed among the communities tliemsclves or should flow'" 

.,' ... :truet fund in the US zone. 

,~"" ,Dr. Alschoff, Mr. MaxL. Cahn,1~. Galinski and Mr. Warscher aaid·th!i.t,· 
"point 'had not been .discussed. ye1i by the communitiee, and they would' think abotit·:;
:·.rr "; . ". ;::1';:1 ," ' ",' • . •. :.:~:,7.:' 

,,, "'.,.; . Mr. Galinski' for Berlin. stressed that he had to do with three p 
,:thatha feltitdifficul t to 'make the ,position clear. Though welcoming 
, tive 'of the Successor Organizations to' solve the problem, he asked: the Jewish' . 
isati'~ns ,not to .be tOQfigure-'minded. A' ~jQint communiqueof a settlement r~ach~'ci .' 
have an' excellent effect .all over the·;j ewish world. . 

He deemed it impossible to penalize a community because it had shown its 
will In 1950 and made a.poor settlemsnt with the JR:.:,O, and to favour a, coml:"i'unity, 

i due ,::to the lack of !3uch good va.u., made an agreement under more favorablb .;ond.i 
... in '1954 only. What was called for was a unified disposition of .the'whole-prob'-'""~-;'·~:;r"",! 

not so and so reuch for the British zonc) and so and so much for the US zone, but' 
fixed amount for the whole of Western' Germany. ' 

. .' .'
He did not w~t to submit a special proposal for Berlin,blthe stressed.' 

'special gesture had to be made vis a vis thn.i;6ommunity ,otherwise' no global . 
with the city of Berlin ~ould be possible~ the 

..""" \ .As far ,as Berlin was concerned it was out of"question 
. ,-g ..~'_<_lnto a trust fund. This would be unacceptable to Berlin,as 

r.: ,,:as a sovereign organization and the .. money due to them. was at 
.; ,::suoJf:::ci '~o: the 'control:. of the' Rechnungsh9f only _ i 

.'.' " , ·:r,h.~::"~eYrowitzfor the Branch Frant;aisp of the JTC,statedthat a speci~'f;":" 

. '''i::tion' ,had. arisen in the French 'zone. He .associated himself with th~ropos .", .. 
,.. '{Dr.:.. Katzenstein'on behalf of the JRSO as to the equal div:i,sion of the' ..Luu..·,:,,·""......!.,..,

.: 
:~cl~.ims in. 9aseswl1ere no, agreements had. been made ye.t _, " ,... ..__ .......".......-,......."" 
I, • : ;"', •• '" '::-­ "', t, .<" 'v" . ' ~. ,-- ~ ."­ '".', 

: ,He also mentioned' that·there .was notyet an agreemEmt concerning the 
o~<or'Berlin. " . . ' , . . " 
" . ,J·.1~': .

'. ...• ~ 
, ...... " 

to Mr•. Meyrowi tz 1 s s tatement •• ·If 
J.JCl.u..",u Ylas"expectedto accept 50% of .theindemnification:· 

·B.g:r:eement IIiadebetween the'Oberrat.and the J.aSO 
.. ,'. '-. t':the' Oberrat had ..:be'en'· . 

.;;j;.;J._.L':~~:'itV -!", , oidy ." 

326503· 




""...,.......~,L5::about jRSO. The ·ori~.~{~i~tioriswant to .Iiu3.ke· an over11 

. ement' wi thO all ~oncerned. They 'arc .willingto give what is 'ire"j;,'~,' """""""'""",'" ,', 

:should go into a trust fund aruninistere'¢l,by'aboard onwhich,repre.sen , .. , ',' " 
co:t!lIIlunities',are in ·the majority~ There 'must be a un1fi'ed handling of·'the;';.i:natt~r.::­

:so .that there win be no quarrels. . Wi thout" a: trust fund the dispute would ,i6~eoi.l";' ;::"" 
. With a trust fund everything would.':'e good. ,'" " ' .. .':/r:~,,>,' 

The organizations would not agrei;! to the building up Of a capital ·fund•.. ·::;·· 

is for this reason that the communities should take 10% of their own capital' 

their 'ovrn needs. There were three points. to be accepted: 


, " trust fund 

overall settlement
bl ' 

c, 	 part of- the trust fund must be used by the cOlJl..l!lunities to cover 

needs. 


Otherwiseth"erJr.,:oUld be no agreement. 

If those points would be accepted,the 'Claims Conference would also be 're 
make contributions if the money in tl... ..: trust fun" would not be sufficient.';;· . 

Vlhat happened in the past shall remain untouched; by the overa:ll ,set1r'leinent ' 
matters not yet, di8poeed' of should be settled. . ,', 

'. 	 .' 

Mr. Jacobson associated himself with the points made by Mr. Ferencz. He '\, 
stressed that he could have a more detached view because he was not a 'resident of .f: 

Germany~ It was not proper to think in zones as ,these were artificial and would 
_challge And' were not of our ~king. 

The 	aim of the trust fund 'Was to secure the meetil1gbf the genuine needs. 

He was impressed by the argument that one group should not be penalised for 
the good will 'shown in the past. The problem was one of tho leadership; it ,was up' 

::' to the leaders of the communities to overcome the.difficulties and to dispose of:> 'total, complex. Though that was difficultit ·could ,be done. 
. .'',: 	 . 

:,(';:;.'" ,Dr. van Dam called upon tho Successor Organizations to state 

::P-: "ped 

. 
to pay•
'-,.' 

.Whether one trust f1.:ind or 'several trust funds were, to beset up and wh8 
~hat the Claims Confer~nce should pay in addition to th6 money in the trust' 

be discussed thereaft~r• 

. Mr. Jacobson stated that the S1iccessorOrganization~could not p;oceed 
as Dr~ ,van Dam proposed,." Part of' his. suggestion waS justified ?-Ild th:e:.. 

. . ti6nt:f "'woula. 'subfuit-ari'''overall'-prOpo'sa:L'-'~';:--' . . . .. ,"',... , 

j; ...~ThO~e 'wasa'break from L 30 'p.m. 'to 3~00 p.m., for deiib€3rations of 

.meetin~{ was resumed-at 3.15 p.m. . . . 


,in"his c~paci ty as S~cir'etaryGeneral o'f theZentralrat 
=":";"'''';'';:';=:=-==t on behalf of all communities: ", . ' 

.e:rixip~~: 'i;q' pjeserve .the ag;ee~ents 
. toi,s~gil:~o.-:9-~Y :.the ·agre,e~e·nt,.w:i. . 

. >',.' D;',; '" "> :',;;~~~c:;;~e~L 



. i 
To -ask, as N'u-. ~.Ferenczdid~ for setting~aside '10% 'of the trust money was o'ver~ !;''''''"''-'''''''~"''''''''''''';;i 
simplifying the matter, and.the commUnities were riot 1n a position to'make a ,state~.:;".< 

, ;: 'I' 

ment in that respect. Mr. Ferencz' proposal would mean a liquidation of the commUnal' 
l;roperty within 10 years and this would be tantamount to a "Liquidations-Naxime".;/ .. ;~· 
The question was what the Claims Qonference was prepared to pay; he, Dr. van' DaIn; ',Y,!' 

i proposed, . to refer this rnatte:r:: to' a SpecialCo!llIIlittee of the Claims Conference·.::.:':<" ,~~~:' 

i . Dr•. Goldschmidt • 'London as a-~ember of the Special Committee of theBri tishZ~ri~·.~:':::\~·i. 
.-" I. " ,r.:., ~\comed the attempt to reach an overall settlement and expressed the hope- that"~)':-,:"-' 

: . L~.:lettlement would also be reached with the Council of Jews from·Germany. .'\:.:::;; ':" 

L/~. Kapralik r~m~rked that theifunds of the Special Corrimittee. vlerElinterided'~to>'~'i&;':( 
. i··,,<.·· -.cover the needs of the Coffiinuni'ties. That part of the. funds not needed for ,this \ ':," , ..' 
.k'·::·'· pUrpose, .formed part of the general furidsof the JTC. The Council' ofJew~from'. . 
::-I':'~:,.'··Germany, as a member' of .the·'. Councl.l of the. Corporation, participated 'in;a:ll'~ 
. ~li;;~:·~-=::~eCisio.ns_:regard~rig· the ·distr.ib:utio~ of. ',the general funds. II.... ~ 

~~~~:.;:~ ..:.;,!J.:,'~:):-:.;.;.~~:' .. '"1.: " ... ~.:::.::•..'::.;;..:.>._.'< ... ~.;::-:..':..::.' ... _~·.~I ....... '·''' ••: • __ ..,... .:., __-'~'., -:" -.,. '--~----·· ..--.~.'..,:_.,;,',~"'~~+,r:r. 

,:: . 

, ,'.' 

. <Dr. -KreutZberger said ,that -it was not easy to reply-to t:(1e many' questions: ra. 
'.'stressed that' ,the representatives of the Successor Organizations'w:erenot 
'. itioll. to ~ake.binding;-:declarations~ ,All that they could do was as :lndivi . ' 

to ,~ubmit: prqposals to ,t ',". . ties 'and to fOI'W'ard those proposaiswith " •. 
'. -"", , .. tion .. to' thelir're " lorgarii'zations'.. · ;They-ca!lI!ot :in anY way , 

..' :·:.th~--;~pr();.~hich::·he :w9-s':nowgoing to make : ..... ,: ':,,­
. . . , ~'~.r~~: '~:".;<_~; .... ~:>,:,;,~>~, ~ ~':: ,I;., <'::~,))~:.. : .:~~: 

.. :r:a11' ~set~~.elI)e~t ,:~,omprl.
.' ,;:~';"?r~.';;/>:;.r~:~:::· (,. ': '': ":-I',::X:~, '.,'" 
ould'"be" de:;' '.,' " 

".''''.''.--'.­
'kt:'>;'" 

.;.: 
sh:6 . ..' .... ;. 

property:\?The(··communities '<Britishz 
~h has :t9':b e·].'ookedupori~'as',:a"l~rge" c'omlnUni ty. ·The. , .. '.' " 

oposal whi~h wa·sg.is"cussed:by '.Dr~···Kreut~berger, Dr~" hs ;:~ DI< ·:'van·:oaiIC,:a.nd 
. ' "",. sohn wi tri the' modificatiorlElasked .for by Mr. Gcii'dstein~"'The"associaHon ~,of., , " 
i~: ·:'~'communities in,the .British ·zone'...requests the same ri'ghts as the Jewish commUnities'," . 
:,:.':- of Frankfurt·, Berliil'or Munich'; i~e.'that ,the Jewish communities will not brine;"the':~~" 
.' ',comm1inalproperty. into a generai trust fund but into a separate 'fund fpr ·the ~!itl.,sfi " :. 

zone only. 'There 'was much to be .said in 'favour of a general trust fund, however~.'·only';'·.:,~.: 
such money should go into stich general trust fund which belongs there; Le.: .:.:\:..,!'>;::::':.. :'~.;:;:~y;::::: 

1.) all payments to be made by the JRSO outside' of existing agreements wit~ . the' '·::·~.::::t~} 
" ' various communities;.' '. . . ." .. ",'.' ':. ··';'-'\·':;~~~':;'~f::;'~t,: 

2.) payments, to be made. by the JTC :for the organizational property (1 million"~~DM).' 
3.) th~ mon.ey payable by the Br.j.nche iran~aise to the Zentralwohlfahrtsste'lle\':{:~~{

: .:,'.:" 

. Such gen'eral fund should 'be adminis:tered by a bo~~d of independent pe~sons~ ~o;~}~~;i;/ 
, 'whom may also be foreigners whereas the majority of them had to consist of. resid~nr's 

,'·,t ·'Germany. '. ". "'~':j~~ . " .'.. '. ,:~':':~j;i;i~F' 
. Vinat the J ewishcommunitie.s in the British zone get out of communal property.shqu:ti<'P 
also go into a trust, fund; this, however,. to be a special·trust fund. . ,-; ..u-;:f\?~':~; 

: .:" 

"- \ .,: .~: .' >""!,:.~.t •. ,. 

i ,[t ~as now upon the Successor 'Organizations to tellwh{~h' money should go into <the\'-c' 
l,:.general trust, fund. . . - . .' :~·:····;t~':~J~i, 

The communities will not· go to the Claims Conference if there is no need' for doing ,';. ',:i'-!·.P 
so•. They have first to use their own income including the taxes they collect. ',' . ~ ..:>:. . .< 

http:van�:oaiIC,:a.nd


1 . 

", "l 

.. 

.. _ ti .,zone; 
(0) . the'::advarice paYments ..' 'be "pU '" 

• ,," .-•• ~'" ,'-'" .:. ,; 4 .". ',.... ",', ••••• • _ ': .. j~"'" ~ { •• , .. . w :. ," •• -

'''. ''':-I,,··-''~··\.:accdunt; ...,,_'," ~.' " -,:,'<".~> 't'~'~:\:,<~.:" ":.' '. .:.' .:"; ..:'~":'~~<",,!.:. ':.~~;:'~.~~ <, 
( d) '. The:' :Spec;al 'Committee, ..m 500.000;-';' as share in tp.e, .... 

- . expf:1n~'~s '':, (not DM 300.000.--: as·a.skedfor by Mr. Goldstein);, \ 
. (e) As ;:to the cemeteries: ," v 

The"joint efforts' to attain that 'the BUnd and the Laender ,take over'I;' 
" the care and maintenance of c-emeteries should be continued•. It .must".:be, 
:cl~arly understQod that this is a matter of, thc:Special Committee·'b~·,,;--=. 

. caus~ the JTC 'wants to go into liqu~da tion. If the efforts vis ,a.·ii~" \~ 
.. the German rovernmt::lnt fail ,agreement must be reached how the'necessE.lXY,'/ 

mQneyfor the care and ma~Iftenance. of Jewish cemeteries is to be' I . " 

of the special fund;,. . '. . . . . " 
.(f) No gUar~ntee can be given.'( as asked for by Mr. Goldstein) that the' 

nification money will amount to 5 million DMJtmay be that 
, ' ' will' b~.reached;butno assurance can be given. 

. ~ , : :..: " ~' . ' 

As to.the US ione: The recommendation ~ouldbe the following: 
is to be established. to consist of:· 
(a.)'. all payments to be made in the 'British', and American zon~to,the' 

wohlfahrtsstelle;;/' 
(b) 50% of all indemnification claims in the US zone minus those 

tionc';Laims which wer8 the subject matter of sp~cial agreemen-ts'­
JRSO;

. ('0) plus 1 millionDM• 
.!1 

':Mr. ·Galinski. asked,.which. proposaL would be made concerning Berlin•.. , .;; 

Dr. Kreutzberger .proposed that the question of Berlin would be 'deait with 
separately with the Jewish community of Berlin, as the Successor Organiz'atfons had 
not discussed Berlin· during the break. . . 

:Mr •. Galinski' stated that as to the 'indenmification complex ~settlement mus't> ','Ii':: 

be made for Berlin similar to that in the British zone.' . '. . • <." , ';·;:'{;'i1iJ.;f 
. -. .. ,.' .;' ,', ,:\' ·.:'~.:·:~.:'f~i·;:fi/:\:~ 

:i·':;-'.' . ,Dr. Kreutzberger: .. A certain part of the trust fund had to·be usedfor.the ..,::.~.. :,:},.
'. i . 1\ .':~p<?ses of the communities in' Germa.ny. . Insofar as i tbecame necessaritheClaim~':;<T;.~~: 

" ' . ..... 

.. ~. Conference would' see to it that the.' real needs of the communi tfes would' be' cove'red';':' ,,:" 
. .. \ ~. ~;.: . 

, ·Dr. v~mDani e;x:Pressed appreciation for the spirit which dominated Dr. 
, berger's proposal. The Zentralrat woUld .examine the ~proposal 'as soon .."as it 
.... ":formulated in writing• 
• '. "." ' I'" .". • .~. .,: 

. Theinon~y. which the· f1.ind would get out of- i~demnific~tion .claims;'~: , 
-:'1" ... ·-:-"'zone-would--;be.:~used .for..'the' 'communities~ in~the'US 'zone' becaus'e "it .was·; 
. '''A specia.l ,committee'should be set upforjihe· technical question within whi' 

'and in' :which : way the funds should be ~sed by the communities" •• · . . " /,::., 
" ~'" . 

.~~':=":::'::~FQ':"~"~'E.'.a~gest'!3dtliat _Dr .. · van ',Dam ,should s,ibmit, respe;ct.i~e 
~:;": E;e :stressed/.tha~. to come to an I overail.settl '. . 
. i tiont6~make' binding offers 

. '.' .. ' '.' " . . sh:"" 

http:Germa.ny


"Mr./'Fe'rencz·refer;ed '0 the Claims Conferen~e ·to 
, ;'., ,'.,,',' •. . I ,.,'./" .... 

..' '~:spiri t in which it, had been . made .' That spi~i t ,would also domiria te" th,e .. · 

..:- ",=:' decisions ,of the Claims Conference ~ There was ,however, no guarantee' 


, ;', ' .'the needs of the com.rnunities would always be covered. Such 

be, giv~n to no Jewish organization. 


. , 

Mr. Warscher asked for· 's~omi ttance ·ofDr. Kreutz.berger' sproposal in' 
j '-,", 

'Dr. Kreutzberger preferred rather not to ,do so 'becaus'e of the' POSSibiin~':!~; 
., ·that the organizations concerned, or soine of them, miglit not approve of the 

proposal. 

~:'Dr. van Dam suggested that the minutes of the meeting should be sent 
. ,':participants • .":' . 

',.­
. The suggestion was accepted. ' 

" , 

'Dr. Kapralik ,then moved. ,a' vote' of thanks to the chairman. The vo,te 
passed and acclaimed by ~ll present. 

I?, 
, 

/[. '-.'"//.>1.:;,-. 
') 

Dr. E. Katzenstein 

. , " 

'." r" 
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JJJ PERSONAL AND CONFID.Em'IAL 6 April 1954 

DRAP'l' AGR:.EEMEm' BETWEEN THE JEWISH WORLD ORGANIZAT IONS AND THE--_..----------..-........--..............-----, ---------_.._---,.......--­
JEWISH GEMEINDEN OF WESTEmf GERMANI INCLUDmG BERLm. 

---~--------------~--~~~-------------------~ 

The J.R.S.O., J.T.C. and the Frenoh Zone Branoh ot the J.T.C. acting 

togetJier as a single entity' and prooeeding in consultation and agreement with 

the Conference oh Jewish Material Olaims against Ge:rmaI\Y (all hereinafter l"G-! 
'., . 

terred to as the-Jewish World Organizations") ~(therollQ.~g Agreement c· "'" 

with the Zentralrat der, Juden in Deutschland, the Zentralvohltahrtsste1lei. the " 

Landesverbaende of Western (h:rmaI\Y and Berlin, all acting together and separately 

bound so as to constitute a single entity of the totality ot Javish Gameind4Hl 

of Western Germa.ny and Berlin (hereinafter referred to aa the "Cbmeinden~), 

WHEREAS. the Jewish World Organisations and the Gemeinden recognize 

thati the ree~tabl1shment and reconstitution ot Jewish Lite in Gel'mallT ot ,ne-­

cessity gives rise to oommunal requirements to care for the vellare, social; 

oulturaland spiritual needs of the Jews and their reestablished oommunities 

in Cerma.ny, and, 

WHEREAS, the Jewish World Organizations and the Gemeinden are in 

agreement that the reestablished Jewish Communities ot Western Oel"ID8lll' require 

an equitable share ot the property whiohbelonged to the tor.mer Jewish Communi­

ties of 0el"JD.8.D1" ~ order to enable the Gemeinden to care for the oommunal ' 

needs, without on the one hand thereby displaoing the communal responsibility 

to provide tor its own needs within its own abilities 'and tram all sources 

available to it, 'and 'on 'the other hand having regard tor the just needs and 

requirements of the great numbers of Je\.Jish Viotims of Nazir:nn dispersed &:lse­

where in the worldJ and, 

WHERE.t.§1' the Jewish World. Organizations and the Gemeinden though 

mindM that differences in the handling and treatment of questions of SpOliated 

Communal Property in Western Ge:nDB.1lT have resulted largeq trom the exis~.~~ 
. , • ,~,~........ '-, ( ·f~..-' : . '.~:~~:',~.')~\.• ;'.; 


of "Zones" ot oocupatlC)n whlohaarried .with them differenoes, of views, leiPl 

systems and pat~erns ot thought are nonetheless desirous ot treating all 

.oommunal problema in Western Ge1"Jll8D\Y, on the same equal basis. and without regard. . 

to the artificial lines of demarcation created b.1 the Zones, 

The Je~sh World Organizations and the Gemeinden do therefore agree 

(2) ••• ~.~•••• ~•••~', 

326508,,' 
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as tollowl 

(I) For the purpose of administering the funds to be provided tor the 

Gemeinden needs under this Agreement and to carr,r out the speoifio' powers 

and duties delegatee:! to it by this Agreement, there shall be established; a 

G3meinden Property Trustee Foundation (hereinafter reterred to as the "Trustee 

Fbundation"). The Trustee Foundation shall be es~blished as a Juridical 

Body. It shall be governed by' a bc:Jard of seven membel'8, tour ot whom shall 

reside in Ge:rmq- and three of whom. mq reside elsewhere. The members oE 

the Board shall be distinguished and leading Jews who should be seleoted vith­
. ' ' 

out regard to partisan or sectional views or considerations and whose fairness 

and overall objectiv1t,r should serve as the underlying consideration in seleot­

ing them for' service. The members ot the Board shall serve for a period, ot 

•••••••••• years. The firat, Board of seven members shall be selected joint~ 

by the World Organizations .am the Gem.eindeno Vacanoies shall be filled. in 

like manner. 

It shall be the power ot the Trustee Foundationl 

(a) to receive all Bssets made available tor the ~efit ot the Gemetnden 
':­

b,. reason of this Agreement and to administer and look atter suoh assets.' 

(b) To receive~he annual budgets ot the Communities of Western Ge~ 

and in consultation with the Zentralwohltahrtsstelle and other teohnical 

agenoies to soreen those budgets and allocate tor the needs of the Communities 
... 

within the terms ot this Agreement and taking account ot all relevant taotors. 

(0) Tooarry out such other duties and purposes as are established unciw' 

this Agreement. 

(2) Insofar aathe assets are concerned of any fOI'llJ.er Geme1nde oroo~v: 

in Western G3~, inoluding Berlin, for whioh an agreement. has been conclWled 

with a SucoesBo,r Organization (either 'JlU*), no or tll,e' Frenoh Zone Branoh····ot'''' 
,", ' :. ' . 

> 

the no) prior to ·the making' of this Agz:eement, suoh pre-ex1sting 'agreemen~ >. 

shall, remain in fUll ,foroe ,and effeot and shall.not be impaired in a:I11' way'.. bY' 
" ;",. '. "',',' 

this Agreement. 

,(3) .......... ".'.- ." ... 


... " 
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(3) The TrUstee Foundation shall receive the tollowing assets: 

(a), From J .R.S.O. out ot the assets ot the tormer Gemei,nden and 

Comuniti.. in,~he u.s.Zone ot Oel"JD&tl1','50% ot aU suah assets as they beoome, 

,",vallable ot former Gemeind811 and Comunities, including indemnification olaims, 

whioh 'have not been disposed ot in pre-ex1sting agreements. The remaS ning " 

50% shall be available tor use by J .R.S.O. 
'" 

(b) From J.T.0.. out ot the assets ot the, tormer '),~!'?~4~~U.j
~. . :.' . 
" " 

Communities in the British Zone ot:Gel'iDa.lV'" fi."9m:~he,__.'_..,,<~;,..., 
,. '-.'.' - ',' . 

Fund, the first DM 2 million le8~i;~~e ,:~~ ..at' 
• • , '... .: '. • "'."" i :.,\::';:J:/: ~-. <~.:':. }:/o'T;: ?;-) , 

ties in accordance, vith, deQisioDs:;'ot,:the, "'P';Jy.a.a.. 

. .'-: ",'~~'.'~,:,~>~'/.~:~:.~; ;':,.":':, :? '. 
1954, or such late:r',date at' whiqh,this :~"gr~!Eml~~~, 

i : • ;'-":', . ! ,:. 'j.>.;:'~':~~".<\~:>-"'~" "~" 1':1 i' '.>, ," 
les8 the quota or "the ' adm1nistratlv., ;'e::'1qle:1l4:1

" . .'. :\'," .. .', ;' :', ~. ',"':':;:__ :~:;'.~ ~:;f. . ' 
'since i ts~ceptiob.' 'up t<:{the:, .301#h:;~pJo~!'" , , ' " 
. . ":';:,' ",::-'" ,. "':.~ "'; . ,::'< ";.,>:.~:,~:i<!.~~l~·\~;'~·:':".":~:.'!;, .; 

Agreement wo'4d",a,<?~' irit().,f'O:r;'o~."r>' ;In;, ' ," .. ' 

eXpenditure' it ~J:corre8~~ ,~to" ~~~:,-:, ,', 
.' •• ~ ,.,' ','- I • " ,~:::~' •• ""'.~.: \f~.' ;~: . 


ot ind!vldus.:l: Blidt:;omm~l, p~p,er"t.\r':' 

. ; . . '. ~j.~') :.:t: /~ ':,: ,:: I:": 


~rlved:at ,'"In addltlon'(sQ!t ,,,...,'_",,_'
' .... ~~'" ' ',':."'>':\" ':':;:,:i:~,~~,;;:;i,::~~~:', 
:', 
" of !"or.!.-,r GenlEd,Jl.Cl~: ~J:;~~:t?~!@, .. ",:,.~,~~:#~~i 

. balance or~~~!.~ ~;#t,}~j;f,., 
1b:clU4~":.~lll,-the :fote~~p~ '.,' " ,,' 

.. ~'i, •• ~·,,1>,:~:\ri:>:~'~ \.' :', ~ .':'"''' ';'.i'~~~.x.\>:;.~(':{-·~ " .....-:,:.>-,.:. 

thereto, th,,:,\~,~~n~~i~ :o~;~:~~;ti,~~.::"Z9~:: 
. "\'::" ,::.'> :Y,. :::,:> ;',:.:'. " , " : ';11 :: ;:~ "!t::\:>·.l~~(~:~;~~:·!:~;~:~!';f:~ f· .>·,;~'.:.~·>~',\;t::· .. , 

recovered 'b7.\tli~ SPElo~al Qo1J1mi~t~..;::Q.~,,~u,"m,IB'H:U;' 

.attach~l1~~~"~:"~rfu~:~~~;,'C;~~t.~~~"'I:~'J,:I·.uAi~ 
(tor each of '~the::'J.B.r.' ."alul'
'. ;: :,,: :;'i, /,~:,~~.\ger, : ; ,i 

evC', thatani:r:~AA:: properf;J'" ,~-&lr.&.s""CAoI..i;herre'mdj
.,."' .\.' -:'.'::·'f ,',": "',: -.,: 

• j ;. " -' .,"r.:. 
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pol't1on of extatlhB real propel'tf> to be $lleitte4 to l.'~:~ Mt-. in vMoh 

caM 8\\Ob ltfm18 or ~ JfOU.\d. be 0ba:rae1 at aotual;~.'fGlWlJi'l to be:;: ..... 

(c) ,... tb$ 'renoh ZCIIle ~ftUGh qt J.'1' .0. 014 ot t1w ... of ··.tbe·. 
to~ QemobdGD anc1.. a.aunit!_ in the P'l-enoh Zene or ~'IWlJV. t.~5_ tho ' 

, ' Frenob 'seotor of nerllD. so!tC or all eueh usete as tht\r' ~ avaUlh18 of . 

tomer C'e~ aud; Cemmunttiee tcoludma Jffi11sh .ptIbU.o Stl~ ad !a4... 

cdt1catiOll elaS_. vhtoh haw not bee disposed 'of la ~~~. ' 

Tbe ~bWls SO" _ball be a"NSlahle tbr "'Iv' the ·,J.i'rerwh kne·n~ otJ.!.o. 
. , '" . . 

(4) 1'he ~ql."ee that at'lea8t 10% of the assets lIb.t. the ~ 
j .' . 

loUDeJat1cm ",Ul recet._ 'Wldor thlu A~t wUl be appU. t1m to CIO~ 

tho ~. total Wall.,.. ot tbo ~1~ betoNthe ~1Vle ~ ttft tli{the 

Clalms contel"ODOO 1'01"_ adt\ltlcma1 ftDattoisl atut1.~. 

(,) .Itla wde'ftJt004 that oerta1n F"'t'1Dious ot tJ.d.8 A~.I"'$~eat 

st&t~ or Fllio1ple cmd othe.1'Q ... l"8qtI1N ~ural olabomtloD. I~ !AI 
. . 

~f~ b7 the puti. that add1tlt1Dal ~ ot lr1t~ 

or asre~ aD ~ vtU be deWtioped ~ nelPtbltioD ad ~,~ 

.. veeotbe Jdrdah ~i4 Qr~" \bet ·~"·'Sbou.,14:_ 4t~:~:, ': 

tiIrlee Mtvean '\be ~ in ,..peet of __'..ins of ~.~ ..... ' 


pet of this A~wh1oh oauot be iM'ttleil b1 ne!JlUe.t1ca ~t1t8 .. ' 
. . .' . . ' 

(6) 1ft glvS,q .rfGot, to ~.~~ioDI ot~ (J) tW.·.' 
, . .' . 

" 

p~. shaU'w ~ or ~ the 4~~:~~ .(', 
. ." , . . ','::';::.... "( . ," 

..". of pl'OP¥f'vtJllld/- o1atm a"l&1l.8.ltl4·... the. A~ 8Or'.tka"1.T\l181lle.! 
, ", .. ', t·~,,,"!t::,,!.~h·'i'\f"y';':'" f!,f~~~~'l>!.i~Wi).Mi"i; 

. .' I ;. . .... , ..... " '. .','-'., , 

Fo~" ~,~SwM.a_,OIi_.ua'·,..an'p·~.....~~r,wq 
ill each 1i'P8 of PfD~eJtIJ/..,. .J.~ CJJd us........ iJl,~ ~,-. 

" "'. ",' :. \ ~ :,:~.,::~,-;,~,'''',:-: ::' 

fto'~~ .. ~,..~.. Rti:.t ... ~:;:~.'.:"".P.' ­

flltJl/or oldta.· 

http:SwM.a_,OIi_.ua


PERSONAL AND 
CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT PROVISION 

The Conferenoe for Material Claims Against. Ge.1"m8D1, having been 


consulted b,y ,theSuooessor Organizations in respect'ot the proposals ~of 

~. i',' 

, the Suooessor OrgimizatiODl (referr~ to as the Jewish WorldOrganizati~D.81·; 

to oonclude,a to)a1,agreement w1ththe Gemeinden ot Western Ge.r1naDT ino~Ud-: , 

ing Berlin, and, 

HaI1n« apprO~ of the agreement conol~ded on•••• between the 
, \ 

Jewish Wbrld,Orsaniaations and the Gemeinden as a reasonable and satistao­
, " 

tory basis . .f'O~ meeting the needs ot the Gemeinden, and, 

.. :, 

Notinithe request of the Gsmeinden for a declaration from the 
, ' '. 

Oonterence of the' manner in which the Oemeinden Jnq'expeot their deticienC8" 

needs to be met from assets available to the Oonf'erenoe in the ,event that . . . , 
'~ . 

the operation of the terms.of the aforesaid agreement•••••••• fails to 

cover adequateq the needs ottbe OemeindeDJ 

Does hereby 'declarec 

(1) -- That the Gemeindenshall be entitled to present annual budgets of" 

their defioit needs to the Conference notwithstanding the existence of t~~ 
'" 1\ 1 

aforementioned. agreement, and, 

(2) That the eoltrerence will 'give lull ~d caref'ul ,.cons4lderation to the , 

deficit needs ot the, Geme!l!nden as determined by the Conferen~in the mann~r 

applicable to all.·~:tke requests atter having consulted with the" Gemeinden 

and examined, &he operation of the aforesaid agreement and con,sidered with;, 
. ' j 

the Gemeinden all reasonable eXpectanoies of income to the Gem.einden from}­
" , 

'., ' 

other sou.i'ces;" 'and, \ 
l 
\ 

That the Con:£erenoe w1l1:make :~qu1table proViSion irJ.sot~ as it is:.,,,, : 
\ 

, ." • '. h " " • '. , 

able and aotaras ,:11; has funds and in accordance Withi'tsestabl1shedpro~' 

cedures govern1ligthe. ~1.ocat~~p ,~;$l~£rt.rlbu:tionot <;:ontereJ1cie/asBet8~';'''; 
• '1.'''~'J ;', ;',1'; .~•• ""'~: . 

meet the' deficit needs ot the Gemeinden for so long· as the Conferenoe bas , 

suoh tUnds' and the deticit needs of the' Gemeinden . are . found 'to exist:by.th~ 

Oonferenceo 

, '.; 

'.' 

;,' 
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. J~"Cable Address: JOINTDISCO 	 LExington 2-5200 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization ~~""'1 


270 MADISON A YENUE 	 ( I'-(~{j,../ 
New York 16, N. Y. V;-\ .... 

.~ !j.
~ ,/'t>

i 

MEMORANDUM 

March 3, 1954 

To: 	 Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein 
Mr. Moses A. Leavitt· 

From: 	 Saul Kagan 

Attached please find Ben's letter of February 27, 

concerning the opening of the filing deadline for claims 

against the Reich. In accordance with Ben's cabled request 

Sy and I are making arrangements to meet with Mr. Lewis this 
,:;,', 

we.ek. 

('y 
SK:mc 	 stui Kagan 
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. HEAOQUARTERS\.: " ' ,,' , 
RESTtTUnON siUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION " 

' '!:"U. S. ARMY"" " 
i' 
J '.,,' , . 

PALAce OF JUSTICE, NORNBERG 
\'1 .:, ",\ . 

21 Feb~ua,n; '1954'1 ';::y',: 
':. • ~. .: ,J, •.,~ , " , ' . \<" \ ' 

JRSO ,Hq. lett~~:#i9~.· 
. 1570-8 • 

had a iongmeeting with HICOGI·S General CourWei 'Mr.S9'hwar~·, '.. ;,;: 
over the entire question of claims against the Reich. You will recal " 

disc1.lssed this problem was several weeks ago, and that!:, i.',:'. 
strongly opposed to, the reopening 9£ any deadlines.. . ' '.: ('::;',::if!';~i; , 

""" ' :. '::: " . . '. ' ':_ ' '. " .' ~ .:: .';/~'~;~"I,~,;,r:.:' "":'..' \;".\~;~>/_~<' . 
position then had; been t hat between theJP.SO, and' thei;'claimants;'" 

themsel:res ,all claims, should have 'been filed'and could'havebeen· :rii~~r~\;·;.(·If:;.':':::> .. 
,the"clalmants had negligently failed to do so or even if it had'been.',Without":'i: 
,negligence the JRSO could assign its own claims to them in an equity proce,du:.r,e. " 
To ll\Y objection that' this would mak!3 us a~ international p'robate-court'. and' 
us 'up administratively for years, he .countered with a proposedamendment'tq, .' 

to hand our ,claims over ,.to a Gerina~. agencywlU,~p'~::1 , ': 
would do the work, and therestituti.n authorities would be the oneato., :":';'. ' 
determine the right of inheritance.' On January 20 he sent me a 'draft, o( 
proposed amendnient to ithat. 'effeci;, 

, . ... 
, . , . 

During'ourmeeting '1 .explained to.,himth.ecomp1ications in~pi:ved::.fz1.,:·, 
i'":,,,;att~mp~' to dissect our claims ,in an~ffortto aS~,ign 'them•. I tN-~;~h,~~' 

finallypersuadedt.hat his "proposaLwas, n,ot, fe,asl . 
,"" ~ , ',l~' • ,J ',":' ~~ I'll';' 

that the '~u~ces~or,orga~izat:ton~S'hou1d'r;;':-­
)'whatever'is left of the 1.5 billion after those personS who. have.fi'~e:d' 

;. the restitution law have received full ,c(lmpensation~ ,The sU,ccessor.:'o.r ' 
any claims by persons who .miss.ed the filing ,deact:l.irte.' 

objected to this suggestion on .the grounds that we would have to e$tal;> " 
. adlninistrative mAchinerypara11e1.to and closely tied'~,in.with,the Germ~': ::,,' .'. 

that. the. administrative burden would be ,enorl1lou:s,~'~that:', 
) 'would t3.~eus years; :hat none,o~ the ,c1a~man!,s would be. s~tisfied, an:d':~;t;l'¥1~:::~J',,:' 

a politlca1 propositlon th~ Jewlsh orgam.zatlons could never accept'that .:""",' . 
Herejtoo; ,he was persuaded that his suggestion: cou1:d not",be.'·,:, .... 

' , , •. , , 1'. :\' 

. .! ';"""" 
, ,,' 

'. ':"".' 

next suggestion he made was that ,those who had filed under t,he existipg":, 
·1aw would be paid, in full,~4;~he,balancewou1d be reserved for new c1ain'iants;:,',J', 

deadline.. I t.old ,him that this was a possibility;,'!, ' 
did not think it W8$ as desirable a,s the .one we were 'propo~i~g. ,I :1;,,' 

',:pointed' out ,that although :his.suggestion,,,safeguarded the vested.expec~~~pi·Qf'\i 
.!,:,;:those who filed their claims ontime,it ,had the deficiencies of <pr,o,;\riding','· 

;; f;'\.',;possibly'v.riequa1 ,pa~entto, claimants ,with:equal.rig~ts! .~llo ha<i ,~n :n?,:war.,be 
on time. It would also deey paymentsto.thfj'l),.tter: 

!: :,,>group' for a number. of years and <h~ssol1.tti.on,:,wqll~d .i~n?,seIJ.sesfltis1ri,':thfil~,:ri': 

":1~~~~~ or :5t}~~r ~?~ir,out~~.', ,>' .• ' • "':,',",>-', "",:." .':,,'~'"', ""'{,i':.~'·.,,;<;~:::,':/:~r{/:-'\ 
!!".;,~::~ge,d\'Yh,at"h~' suppo~,:the Pans;;proposa1:,\of', the" Jew:i"s:n: . 

he{effect1'ithat::i( l),;;,the\ success,or.;, ' 
i:~~~jt,~~,~1;~'~~lj;J'fu7~ci.~~i1~:~fu~~fi£gt:.'.):"I".4~f.l~~~t'!J:~ I ~''I'"I,n''''~,'' 

·9.rgf;qf~a~~'pz¥l·' .S nOY:ld "rEiceive.:f a;',ln1ni,~m,' , , 
':r:>,;",.~,,:f~ha~'1 ,i~,~,;,~15 ··million DM),: and :if, the'; total' bi ' , . 
~,r{:i~,~tli81:,suc6essor';organization~ 'should,":re~eive 'an: additional " ' 
;~~'t~~~~\:,5..%.! ",(:J) "'1n"a¢{¢{it1on I sa:rd'~~a'~/.t~e:'.JRSO},had:.a;lready sold',pa~ , .' 

?-m()~nt:0:f' abollt 15' mi1~10,n':I?M, and'th~t ,the ",' 
::'}~.ri;1tv2:~?'b~y ~~el?eback .f~o.m th~ Laenderi"' a1thou~h.W~>:inig~t negotiate 'it,.'~ 

",,' '. " I '; ','I , .' 

J . • I ~: ~\ . ' " 

' .. 
:. 

, . 

: .. : 

.,', 
'..<: , 

'!,,: : 

. c.. 

" ',',' 

". ,. 

'. C,' 

JEWISH 
APO 696 A 

Mr. Saul Kagan 

J~O ~ New York 


. Dear Saul: 

Yesterday I 
to, go 
tpat the last, time we 
HICOG was 

. f, ' , . ',' 

Schwarz IS 

'\ ' l~w which would enable us 

, I.; 

, long, dl.Scussion he l was 
, 

,~":'" ,The next. "suggestion was 

~:': should then meet 

,,' 


'. :. restitution agencies ~ 

•: responsibility. 
.:' . . . 

accepted. 
" ! 

i' ',' The 

·;to be admitted ,under the new 
'. ,'although I 

" '. 
, 

',' "}at fault· in n,ot fi1lng 

. 

'~, 

}i~~)t-,:,f;;.:tO,.the La,en4er for an 

-1':W?/:';' . ,.,': i' 1 J. 

': '--'; . ' 

, i' 

':, .::.' 



i 

~ ~. : . 
',' . , *, .. 

J • ." \, 

, ' 
'I " '. 

" 
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Mr. Kagan 2 27 February 1954:~' , '. . 
" 

Schwarz suggested that our plan for percentage payments might fit in/with' t",,' 

his. scheme, in' thatthe present claimants plus 5% for the successor' organizations '. 
would. be a first lien on the 1.5 billion, the new. claimants who missed the' . 
deadline would have a second lien for the balance up . to 1.5 billion, and the 
successor organizations would have a third lien for any remaining balance up 
to 1.5,~illion. . . . . . 

He seemed firm in his conviction that it would be undesirabl~ for the 

Allies to agree that the. Germans modify the Convention by divesting persol.JS who' 

already had a ,fixed expectancy in order to meet demands of other claimants~ .. He: 

said it would be robbing Peter to p~y Paul. 


' .. 
I agreed that if we could get the German government to pay Paul separately 


it would be ideal, but we both felt that this wasapractical impossib1,lity. I'" 

.thought Peter should therefore divide equally with Paul, and he thoughtPa.ul , ',"'i,V 


should: get whatever might be lett after Peter had haC1 his fill. . ,. 

: . ' ',' • ,:, .' . .." ' 1 ' ,:,,' 

. We both agreed that the German attempts to also helve Peter pay for. the . , ' 
Reich claims in. the French. Zone, which the Germans must . now pay out of their' ',: '}. 
own pocket, would be objectionable. The same was true with regard to the clai;!Tl9 :..'<~:; 

. qf restitutors under Art. h4( 3) of Law 59. . '. . .:' '.' ::',;Y:'i·' 
. . ::~. ',: :1 ._\ 

I told. Mr.Schwar~ that the matter had bee~ discussed with the British ··,'::";,hi 

Foreign Office which was sympathetic to the Jewish proposal. He felt that he. «~!: 
would want to get the position' of the'State Department befora'discussing.tha . ..:)r 
problem, with tl)e other Allies. A long cable was thereupon ,drafted stimm,ari.zihg'(>h:!,:,· 
our conversation .and putting the proposition to the State Department. At th,e" ::;;':, 
same time! sent you the following cable: ."t' . 

, , . . 
. ., . 

"HIcCO cabling Depa'rtment for 'position reReich. claims stop Schwarz' ' ... , ... 
favors giving present claimants ~ull rightsetpaying newcomers out of,".", 
leftovers orily stop I. have urged acceptance our Paris position 'stop '.'. "\"'" 
Contact Lewis soonest arrange meeting you SyRubin before rep~' , 

.dispatched letter. follows" . . ,,"'r,' 'i'. 

: '~, , . j l'::!~\ ;.:j:~.~'I. , 

,!'" , . • I. think we must try to persuade the state Department that our pr6p6sa1·"is~:,::..:.~r~~ 
i' the better of the two. evils. . I think Schwarz would not object to such a replY:'·;;;" 

from the state Department' but after rr& having torn several of his proposals to·,...·.., 
pieces,; I had to leave him with something before going. any further.:I hava,~he,; 
feeling that if I c',ntinue working on him as I intend to do, I'li.be;able to.':' 
eventually change his minci,. but a push from the State Department woul;.d be. most . 
helpfUl. ',. .' ' 

PleElse keep me closely informed of developments since the German dra.ft of"~~ 
~, ',' the new Drit.te Masse. Law. may be made av~ilable to u.s within the o'ext :week, and/ ' 
~.;/',,:,wei would want to ,meet witfh the. Germans 9S quiCkly· thereaf;t7r as POhsslble.''We,'':·~ '. 
":.. would not want .to press or a' solution with .the Germans w,l1ch may ,ave rio '. 

prospect for ratification by the. Allied, and therefore it is important ',to kn<]W" 
'quickly whether the, State:Department will go alc:mg with our point of ;view.' .,' 

, • .I >-i '), >} : ' , " ::1 .. 
,', " 

Cordially, yours i . 

,- ,/\:'d!,~&¥;~i~:~;i!f:~:~\~~;'~:4*"~;:'%W,\i)' '.','••• ' 
, BENJAMIN B.FillENCZ 

BBF.le 

I'"cc~ KgO) . Dr. Goldschmidt 
Mr.S.Rubin Dr. Reichmann 

. Dr.Kapralik HS.NR.JJJ.N\. 

Dr.Lachs 

Dr.Meyrowitz 


I' 
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Februar)" 23, 19~-

MEMORANDlIf 

To: , Maurice M. Boukstein 
Moses A. Leavitt 

From: Saul Kagan 

.A.ttached please f'ind excerpts. from Mr. Rubinrt,s report 
on his conversation 'With Mr. Geof'f're7 lewis on February"4th, 
pertaining to 01ll" Board of' Equity and the bulk settlement 
in Berlin. 

CQ
SK:bg Saul Kagan 
Encl •. 

326516' 
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1) . BOARD Of BgUIT! paCBLllh 

Dr. .Ln'1a nfeJTeCI to t.be tact tbat 1I\l1Il8rOUS ol.&1m8 had,boeD tilad with the 

.JISO atter the dawn1M tor the BoOl'd. ot &quit7 procedure. 'He retarred to 

the tact that. \he MO bad doaa a lI8III1t1oot. job aDd iDdloatod that he knew 

~t. the 4ead11ae bad 8....-.l tiMe be•• e.xt.eDdecl. Ha aleo 1Ddloated that be 

...... of the tao, that. a 10041 ..' ot the oW_ Il8'V8r wotlld have 1Ie8a 


, 	flled 1D Uae b7 Uut private OW_DU ud that. t.he,. wore at.teaptlDg to get 
frOII \he .mso ....t.Id.Ds wbloh tbe7 had aot. ben dlllg.t.lo olalmlac ,tor th_ 
..1...8. . 

"~.a, ... .tnla e41d tbat It. ws81alleved b,. the Department. that then 
.... IIIIIIU'OUS ol.a1rla· of tbia 80rt and 1t was kD.otrn to the Depart.ment. that aert.a1n 
ot tbeee ola1u bad bee. takez:I up OJI 'beball of the c1td1ll8At'b,. CcmptG88_D who 
had wrltteD· to ~ C.partmeDt. 1hUo .... !.em tra8 aware ot the adeWet.raU". 
d1tt1eultlee tddAIb, upt be lavolw4 lie t.'botacbt. lt was IIOt ~ell8olUl.b1e to ask 
tIMt JB8() to NlIlIUt.1lte • Boar4 1Jt 1qu11i7 prooedare, and to oODtIime that pro­
oecbIre \1DUl I1IOb t1ae u the mo deb' haft nbBtaDUall7 closed dcnm lts 
on operaUag aoU'I1.t1u. Be nsreste4 that. it the .msO, We1"8 balq aaked to 
ate, In opeat.iGD .n11 tor tba parpoea of proaee4Jina tbe.8.olai., be woald 
aouHer noh • :reque.t to be UDl'e8llonable. 1IG1reYer, despite the dilator!... 
at tbe olaS_Dt., it the JISO was ooatlzmlD, ot.bar operations aDd would ._ 
statt aDd penowl, at. 1JGI"k 111 .." ....., It cUd DOt aeem uurea8onabl.e t.o prooe.. 
the ol.a1ms of ,...0118 who bel1evett tbat t.belr property was belcl·bJ the JRSO aDd 
that. ~, ...tIIer tbaa the 1_181a AceDC7 01" the JlJC ehould pt t.be beDet1t ot 
that. propeI't7. 

I polDte4 oU that tile ext.eaalcma bad baeD aade 8Gvva1 t1llea aDd that 1t 

............Dabl. t.o allow pen.. wbo _n oom1ag 1D oaq DOW, to take 

........tqe or the woric aid the laNr 1Jh1ola IIad bcea 40118 by the JRSO &lid pat. 

\bat. orpa!IIat,toA to the 00ll81d8l'abl. extra admlD1stratl'98 expeas8. I also 

polated oat tllet it••as 11keq \bat. a pod IIaDT of the flO" noent. cla1Jll8 

wen probablJ UDf'O'tIIIded, aBd that. peNOJll adaht be patt.1nc, ill apeoulaUve 

or otl&er ola1ll8 Il0l'8 iD \be hope Uiat 80111tb1Dg would turn uP Oil to whioh 


't.be7 eoulcI pt.. tJse1Jl' ...... tbu lD the .xPUOtatlon that the,.·1'86ll7 had 
·ee11';"t01lllded ol.a1ma to propert7 .blola 'bad *D ill the ban4G of the mo. 

I alao polDte4 _to that. the Board of lqultJ prooechIre bad DOW beeD olosed 

... t ..·a per10cl of alraoat a )'e" aa4 U. eeeme4 41ttlault to l'eopea 1t 

at t.Ia18 late date. 


Despite tbe•• ItateuAta, 1.ew1. aDd \he otller. lbdloated tbe1J' atr0Jl8 teel­

lDa that it. .. ".tiftable 'to ult. that the Board of Iqa1t1 prooadlD"G be
"_tatM. 1I1dle tbe:re .. _ dSreot. ret.....· \0 the olai. of the 

Uidted 8~te• ....,.....n on the JRSO tJaere .... _tloll ot the faot that 


. \h8;aso IIa4 • 08I'ta1D ..a, ot ValW state. IOftl'U8l1t IJ)OD8OJ'ship. 

It. DE poiDW out t.hat. 10 reapou1'b1l1tJ was uauae4 b.Y the UD1ted States 

t • .... aeta of tile aso, but that De'ftll'theleea some ol&ll1&Dta might reel 

that. there ... HIlle _II napoulb1l1tr•
. 

326517 
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Ln!a a1ao asked .. to read a lett.el" whloh had 'beeD Pl"8pa.red to be sent to 

Saul Iapn or to Jem I'8l"8ne.. fhe la~ter·l'8terred to the Board of' Bqu1t1 

'problem and stated t.he new ot \he U. 8. goveft1II8Dt tbat it would be 

dea1nble to ...wt,itute the BOU'd of Iqu1tJ as a pan of the JRSO 

operat1oD. Be. ·....keeI whether it would be a-pproprtate to lend such a 

1.~t.eZ" at this time. 


I 	8'D1.8tod that an easiel'. "41 of deaUng 'II1th the .ttuatioD, whlob 1 said 
1. tboaaht Id.ght, 'be a lo_bat dlffioult ODe, would be to allow me to ooault 
lAtorul.l1 with ~ people 1D the JRSO, aDd to cat a statement J.a acl'l8lloe . 

. ot tlletr 'den antS op1zdoaa OIl tills aub.1eot. At \hat" t1me, aDd attar I bad 
read.... tJaoee vtna, I ooa1cl oome 'baok la the Depart.at aad haw a farther. 
lDtonal d1aou810a ot tile _tter ~tb tile people 1a tbe State DepartmeDt• 

. 	I said that I 001114 DOt fIUU'&1Itee uyttd.ag w1th "apeat to the reactlOJ1 of 
the aso, but tllat·. I wnld udertake to 'brtJac the aram-Du ..hlob bad. beeD 
put tOl'a'rd 1»7 \be Departmen~ to theattentloa of' the rele'ftDt people OD 

Ita Boa:rcI. III ocmo1118ioll I sald that I ... nra of the desire of 8ftl701'l8 
oormeoW.w1th tile mo to do u perfect equiv aa ·.s polJs~b1eUDder the 
01ro1.1me\allau. Howe"'"' 'theN d14 00118 a lDit to the t1lle during whioh 
01.1. Gould be t1le4ud ooasid..... · 

32G~lB 
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IXTlACf troll Mr. S~al1b1a'. report. on hie 008var8ation wttb 
1IIr. Geottrer Lena OJI 'ebl"UUJ 4, 1954. 

Tim lULl SETTLEMENT FOR BEIlLIH. 

Ie bad a ta1rl1 leagtbJ dlscUlslon on.this eUb3eot. Lewis and Margollea 
reaop11Sed the obvious ,41t1"ioulUe. with Iqor Sobrelber. IJa.rgoUe. alao 
1Ddioated t.hat b.8 batt bad some briet d1scWlaloD OIl this subject with .... 
,. A. O. SbbwartB, ,General Ccnmae1 ot mcOG, when he was laSt in ~. 
Ilargolle8 tv.rther tal.lte4 a bit about the operat1ons of Dr. Conant and 
po1Qted out that Dr. Coaut was e:atremel1 effective when he took up a 
partloul.aJt _toter, but ~t he .... aoo\l8t0ae4 to taking up a relat1ve:q 
in _tten rather 1I1ten81ve17, "thai- than spreading h1maelt OWl' the 
entire tield ot the 8ICOO operatiou•. A8 a result, Iargo11ee belleved 
that Dr. Conut "&8 not as tall.7 brieted OIl the B81'1ia altaatlon and CD 

Ita iaportaJloe as he lIdght. ooaeeivab1;y haw beea. It as therefore 
8Ul1f88ted by. Lewis and Margolies that. \beT woald p' a latter ott to 
Ir. ~1rmaJI 1a Berl1D aDd also to Dr. CODa.Dt. 1'ha7 would, in sucb a 
lette. emphasis. the 1Japor'tanoe ot the Berllla Bulk settlement. TheT 
would also .tres. the taot that bulk set.t1ell8llte bact been reaohed with all 
at the l.eD4~, at least 1D th., A_rloaD Zone. Although they telt the 
laDden, 80 tAr as Berlin was oonoeru4, 'llflJ'e real t1nanoial problellB 
wb10h ahoulct DOt be .Sn~mt.ed, tha7 tmdertoot ale. to poiQt out tbat. 
at the t1me that the bulk aettlezunta .ere reached with the lander at 
~ Aller10aD ZODe, .tmUar n.lvmolal problemaex1stecl. !beT promised to 
get Imoh a letter ott as aOOD as ponDle. 
" ,. ~.' 

'., ';, 
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.	Mr. ' Saul Kagan . 

JNSO ....New York. JR,·SOHq.~ le·ttar#l925.,
~Ea ~ ".j~sii .. 	 " '16oo .. ~' 

.). ~,:' . .",'" - ..,' , " 

'bea~ Saul: 
, , ,.", ' " 	 'f!"'·· .

" .on the 16th of February the Court If RestitutionilppaalS, h8ardthe" 

case, of the Juedis cbe Gemeinde. . Augsburg . v ~ JRSO. Dr•. ! K~ibanskyand 


Dr.., Neulandappeared on beha;!-f of:the GeneindE!lo:,.. ','; 
 '.' : ,. , 
I,. ~.~':, . 

. ,'\"",' ,.", '", ,;.;', .:; . -r:,·,,;"~·,·'r~::·',,'" ;;'"".::,:: :': :;:~ ;..... -,.' : . 
.1 I opened the case by"expressing my regret at the fact that I had stood, 

on the' s.a.tOO, spot .and .pr9,secut~dthe.. murderers ·of. a .IIlil4,on.~ewf.t~ .. and now 'had'.'; 
as"I!\Y:ac;iversary thesury:Lv()t:? of a J~~ish,S9l!)/TlW1ityo '1" traped<~t ()f,the' , 
lo~ghistory of fiv~ years .of,ftu,i;tless negotiati~ns,iri)lttsij;>tsto.;r~aCha~'; . 

. ~~t!t~m:~!;;!~~~f:~u6~\~~~'~~~h:t~~irf~i:u=~e:~~,:~r:<:~~~:C¥ 'y6:' :~,',': i 
, , 

. ',' ,".' The co~rtw~primar~l;y int.erestedin t?e, law and, fo~ that., re,~~o~.+" 
~nalysedthe wording of,.Law'.59including the 'expressions of intention. on',·. 
the part ef the legislat!,r.~, Tllreedecisionsof CoRA. were cited to p~ove .' 
that when the Jewish community was incorporated into the 'Reichsverei~ . 
it was in fact dissolvedwithi,n"tbe meaning afthe Militazy Gove.mment"law~~ 
This clllclusion was. cOI)v~yed riot to condone the ,Nazi acti.n, b~t to, r~coro' : 

.. an historical fact which could. n...rt. be wished away, ~ more .than t.tie . ',. '. 
persecution of the. Jews cOUld be denied•.. ~' :, ',' ....,,' '.' '.: ',''',f~', ". ,< ..,.. ;.:~,. 
, !,' ',' . , , • ., . '., • ",", , ."; , . -.: ,-',: .' ' . .",', ; 

" 	 ..".:, ' :" ~' . • " . ,:, ,.:', f::. 'J ~:f' ;~',.~~:..'. :.. ~. 
Neuland had: cited in his .. brief various directives which the .Je'ldsh..:.'" ..../.,:j' 

,ce.mmlp'fity was' iSSUing inl94i~an~.tnesef threw back' atjrl.mQy:~a.rlai~,ing':/,:;..",;;::··.1 . 
. 1 .their-contents •. The prohibited Jews, from Usingthepublictelep'h~me.s'or",;l" :"'<> 

p'ub,:l.ic transportation and warned them not to conceal the;tr stars of"'David•.· ';: ::,:, . 
.	The" personssigtdngthe decrees inserted "Israel" in th€( middle of' ~heir,.: , .. ': ;'.i· 
names. I pointed out that these decrees were not the acts of a Jewish, 
co~nity; and that the memb~r:s of the incorporated ReicllAssociatiori.e.yer.t 
lacked the power to use'.theirqwIl.nanies. I all?o .cited thi'6'!3, tie9isions J.n\ 

'the British' Zone which were'. 9J;tactlY onpoint,.anq lJl (lou.I-' ta:vo.r.~. ·aridsiX<,'~',.:., 

' decisions. of the French Zone supportingouz:' l~gal a.r~ent~.·. ):. 'explained>;::'{:",'!, 


';. the. membership of the JBBO and the functions ofeaehbf ourinemoor 6rgan~;'!, . 

" izationsj and compared them with there~ponsi1?ility of the' present"22.·J" . 

. j!.ugsburg. inhabitants, of whom. only seven males,.,had qeen.in Augsb~rg . ' 

'Hitier~i' ',Since'there were, l29~,origin~1~ewish~:tiihabitai1t~, 01fel<~~*i.}fere 


. ~cattered over the world, or,gpne. , ,.,"'" "e' 


':,,:',:, . ;'. ,',' ,.:'..: ,.'. ;"',.....;' .. :" " .', .,' :,' "', ... ' ' '.;'' ,..:,':.:. 
.' .,: '.!.·,cpUld not agree with.. Nellland, as ,:stated iri' his' brief.,' thii'J:;: ;t,he" , ",'.'.'."';' : 

'property be.preseryediniAugsburgfor.agesorC~rtturl~~· to 'bomei~,:order,tO .'.: 
'., 'pr'eserve the:t,r'cultural. heritage .. ' The current ·needs:wer~:far.toogire,at·~;to· ":: 

pe:t,n1tsuch aiuxury',," ';. ".' : 	 ," e.. " ," I 

!~i:'/_::.',:·~': :;, . ,",:,.. ,i '.',:';; ',",- '; ".,,':', :': .'c, 	 "'. 

',', ,~ ·l"closed, witha~:vague, reference .to alltbe,JBS.O·;W· 
,~, ,,) .\ , ', ." , ".' , .,". ·".r· " '. ',,' ' . , .''', .

':. '. ·'filet·' ,tpa;t;.w,.e·l:>~re,tl1e.:.~ugsbu;rg "commv-nityno,m~ic~.·ro~:\ .. 
judg~InI31ft,.. ,..,. W',e!~w9~d.q9.n~ipu~ ~o be, ..q.9nce~i:!:,~~\lt, th¢. 

"social..needs',.;1n· the~flltur,e:,: Ias!,w~.:.:ha.!d!:::rri:th~;.p~Bt:;ap,d,;:t;. 
..... ':~"::~"i~,·:: ' ~,' ". ' .. ,,:.-' :~'-;·;./i~">~' ",. -"(~'!-"2~~>"':~' :;~;.J ..,', 

!'PP9~1,t.i0.n' .~:,"':.';-"",,,,~,,~, 

!t~r',:. . ..' .....' ,. . , 

, " h: the • ,"'He:made,; reference.:· : t~ 


',continues"to '~ist as i!ing':~S>it has' 10 ~ie inel!1be~~ '~~d:;"J:. 

}iBS -never :dissolved, .. e~~pe~rt!?:! fa,c~';:9~;:.:~n: la~.: ,." :~\':J~~.,~,;: 


... ". 

'. ,,', , \',; . ,', 

,.; ,: 

'" " .;,: 
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.' 	 , 

, - '. 
, ',' " .... . . :He had taken up a crusade against the J'RSO when b!i"lGamad,':,' 	

refused to aocept the obligations which go with the acceptance ,of 'IoIt;fJll....I.I.UOQ 


prOperty, and that in fact the Gemeinden had no voice in ·JBSO. .;1 


because we refused tq pay tfflir passage to th3 U~S~ He argued:tl18t iri,the 

other zdnes satisfactory agreements were reached with the .Geme:lnderi Which 

were ca1tent to see the property go to the succeSsor organllat1.ohs i IiriCi . 

therefore the decisions thsre had not been contested since the Gemeinden 

retained. full control in corihection with distribution•.•· The JRSO, however, 


. was a bird of' a different color which had tried to s'eize the assets for 
itself. 

There was a rea~,nable amount of beating the air and beatii;g the breast, ". '. 
but not asmuch as I had expected, and all in all the presentation was not too .:. ;',
bad. ( 	 . '...... ::. 

", ' , "'~., 

Dr. Neulandthen,took the floor with a recital of Bavarian decrees . 
I' 

":\,' 
, 

.!:. 	 dating back to1800! I was soon so bored that I lost all interest J and it 
he said anything more I am not aware of it~ It was really a pathetic 
performance' since the old man k~pt givine; the cO.urt the wrong answel"S every 
time they tried to bring him back to the subject. His was a very sad plea 
indeed.· . 

In general the court was rather good~ They were a bit concerned about 
the legal validity of the Bavarian decree of 1947 saying that the Gemeinde 
had never ceased to exist"! I explained that a German Ministry co~ld not be 
given power to legislate contrary to Allied laws in a reserved field, and 
,I think they were fairly sat is fied. Their manner was good and they made it 
clea!' that they were concerned with the legal problems onlJr and could.nQt 

; judge or participate in any ·problems concerning the distribution offUllds 
~; 8Mt disputes connected With it.. Tbey were not swayed bythee1'l1Qtionalism 

foiaveiSaries, and told DE on rebuttal that I could just skip any repJJ to it.• 

neei~ion will be handed down in a: month -.r two. I don *t l1ke to count 
chickens before they are hatched but I th~k this one is in thebag~ 

<X:!rdially 	yours, 
) 

?;fo,.~ 
BENJAffiN 	 B. •.FERENCZ . 

. BBF4ile 

·co: JJJ 
:. ,-.Dr.Kreutzberger 

Mr.Rioe· 
Mr",Grossmann 

t. " 

, 	 ' 
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" ~ " ~'. :,: 	 '" ~ '::',\:"'- ." ~,' . . , ....... ': ~ '. . ,",'. . '~ ,,";.,: 
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.. . ',' , , , 
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MEMORANDUM'" ", :!!. :",..; '. '." •• ,: .-:.. :'I 

-, •• ,"'1,-' :". 
, 	 ,< .. :.'1'. '.:... :.:," 

.... " 
~"., ." 

,", ,'.)"" : 't' ._,', L .' .;, 	 .. '" 

From: 'Saul :Kagan'· 	 .. . . 
'.. .\~:;;.i '~.~~~'.;"'~,./:'.:T:~:'~:::·:i:;~"":"~'(~" , ..:.. ;' ............. ;:.":'. :.:':.,~! '. ,'" \, ..... ':: ~.;.:: .. " 


'.' Y qu" w1-11'~bEf:'lnt;er~B ted .'. iri:': the ~followiilg·r·eport:.concerning important: 

deeiirotls :bY::the' highest :"ren~h,Restftution~Cotir1i'on the'rights-'of .: ..., . 

successd:r: :'6rganizatioruf~to':'aaBets of.,Jewlsh:commUnities' tri ,. Germany ~ . '.


';. ~ '...........'t~~H:~~~:i~~~~t~~:~fr~Li:d~:i·~i~,:,~t.~f·;~~'~;;-~:i~ ·'·~·6ne.~.. 1l:~·;.;;~;:::~~x : . 

..	upifbi"mJtidgmerits, :.~rUJ,:eci~;tp.at''-the;~ranche 'Francaise~'de "le:' Jewish Tr'IiBt 

Corporation for ,~~~iiY·:~oii~i'.·wa~ ,"v~Bted with restitution ol~~ms aft~r" 

former Jewish commti.nitHis' in the French ·Zone ..' . , , ' '.' , '" \ ,,; 


• ,;"~'"; ~".;'.'.:::.... ; .~_~.; !.~: ~•. ":It ~, ":Z"'. ..:' '!.,:" '.. : 

The present Jewish communities of Mainz and Koblenz.as.well as the 

Israelitische Kultusvereinlgung cir Rheinland Pfalz. had 9~aimed the" 

sliccesBorshiptb the forIllt3r;_.Je:wl,s.hcommunitiesof B.inge~,P'artenhe~m, .' 

Alzey,' Nieder-Wiesen, 'Rod~lbenan~ Ahrweiler (all llo't,.re";;'~6nB.1iit:Uted). ani 

had made settleme~ts:ylith. the :.restitutors ·of. property' formerly, 6wn~d by . 

those six former Jewish. communities., The settlements had been confirmed.

by the presids'nts of 'the' respective' Restitution Chambers." 


The ' High':ci:~mmls~i:bnekfor ;~~~French Zone,.: by" ~. ~tition t~ the Court ,"'. 
had applied.' to 'set aside; the .sevfjra1.' se:ttlefiients~'conrirmed by the presidents 
of'. the. respective Restitution Chambers, and:. ·th.. send the cases back to. those 
chamber·s·,.because: the Branche Francaise de la Jewish .Trust Corporation for 
Germany was exclusively' vested with restitution claims concerning the. 
property of the aforesaid' former . Jewish communities'.. .. ;<~:. ~,~.':.. F ••~ ••c· 

o 3 «. • ': , , "~l, ":. ~;' w~: ..~. . ~: ': '" .:: : .. ' .'~ ,; ::,:.:'~~ .~i~> ~'~.;:}: ;~:: ~'.~!:~: .~:; ._ ::::', . . ~ '.~~ <. ,~' :' ~..- : '. ::.:: '..~. .. 
'By six (ilfferent judgments" the Ras'tatt CoUrt· granted· the' High'.C'ommbsipn.-, 

er lS. ieformS.tion;,;quaSh.~d· the. orders of the president;s. oft!:le: ~estitution. ..' 

.·7t~1~m~iF~~~r:~~~i,:1;Y:':!~tnnr,~~·'··········,·, ".',::~".,.:'.,'~.'.: ...•. n ••. · 

a)..: ,'de,: fac:t'ci diissolutibii:' of; the rormer~.Jewdsh: commUnities, wast.'nif£lclent 

" ,...(though';-:.bece.uae· 'of" the n~lity., of·, the' Nazi,.measUres: v~61atin8'. the 

'. Ordre 'Publlc~ ':tii'eir .dissolution' was not· valid .in 'law) .1.'18,. : 'however, . 

, . " .... thbs',e'.l)ommU%i1ties':iliad:.iiosrt· .t~d.r·!.capac1tiY' .:toiact· 'anck' h~d:·:;not~lert·· anY 


. '~aucc$s'sor::;at;'the;} :t11ne ;" b!\'suc'h .loss,~ lr.twas:;such.i de:.,·factb',:::a1s:S·Cilution 

,.' ( ::wh~ch~':'i tqgether:~.w~~h!;:t'~~.~bsei1getof. a: suc.ce8~or:,;a't·that :t~me::;::~:wa:s :the . 


. :'.:' ." .:.:neces Bary . and': sufficient,r~qulsd.tei:f6r.. the 'l~gal' title. of the' successor· 

organiZation. . 
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V:":<;,'!"~:~l;;~::~:~;~ :'i:~ !,;i:::;,:':;":~ ~rj~ ~r::;Tt't.~/,,::: ~'. I, ":,':~. 
; .• ~ A:~ It, :;'....... ~ '"L/, ('....... ;': 


You will remember that 'in our Augsburg case our opponents made 

. ,r.e.fere.nce to' a:qorder of the Bavarian Kultusministerium by which 


, :";:t'he pres~tit';'lutsburg community was recognized as bearer of rights 

formerly vested in the original,. A:ttgsliUtif;&wish community •.' 

d) 	 The provisions or the occupation statute prevailed.:;ovel'.r:$.nq."lf;gainsrli ' 
all regulations of the German.laender. 

,. ,.:t ,'., 

e) 	 Even consideration of equity did not call for a dirrerentview i~ 
'" 	 favor'of:Jewlsh'oOmufullities 'or :Laadesverbaende ,because',only few of" 

the mem~ers,~of '~tl;te,t~rmer' communities,:had,returheci' to"Germany\',whe,rC)o!o;;: :;,,' 
fore '.it;\fa:s:,noti~qul~able '1f ,tne legislator assigne~.:the,prGpe:t"1;y:: .. !:,,; ': 

, of th~parit:lhed'..Jewish organizations' to a trust corporation which ' 
had to '~l~trll?ute ~such'proPerti tor' ,the, bellefit not·.Qllly:,o:~>.Je:ws.,!·\ 
remidn~d,. :In :or,:returned.:.t~)'~Ge~manl.btit"also· q.t .thoBe:emigr.,atedl'~. ",'. 
Germany;' ·1l('Pal'tlcillar.' a:a· ~!ie 'trUstcorpOi"s.tlon would,"'in,,"ll '·prab-:-. \ ;,',' 
ability;, leave to the new~y,,~rected:coinmunlties :ob,ectsservii;lg " 
cultural purposes (cemeteries; synagogue plots,etc~)" " 
:':'.. ~ .', .... l' . :\'~' \,:: .... ,·r ••:.\' . ' •.••••,:••••.•.•., ••~ .. ' ..•.•• ' ,', ' 

.', . ,': ,:­
~ , ....: . .., 	 .. 

"-.;'. ,'.,. 	 . ,.,: ... : ': " 	 ..." '::.; : ,. ;, 
'.' ", 	 " .... , , ~ .... ' . ,.' .. " 	 ,~;' '," " .. 

"-... :.. , 
''':'-' , ~ ': :"; ~ l, ... •

Sol Kagan .',;.,-.' ,':. 	 .:. ~ , ; , 
•• 
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MINUTES 

JRSO EXECUTIVE COM}lITTEE l-:iEETING 

October 91 1953 

Present: 	 Mr. 'Honroe Goldwater, Presiding 

Mr. :Frederick Borchardt, Council of German Jews 

Mr. lvlaurice M. Boukstein, JAFP 

Mr. David Glickman, AJC 

Dr. Solomon Goldsmith, Agudas 

}h.·. Hoses A. LeavittJ AJDC 

D".... Nehemiah Robinson, lJJC 

'Mr. Saul ,Kaean, i3acretary 


Dr. Rudolph Callmann 

Dr• Ei.\t;ene Hevesi 

Dr. .HerP1.an }fu.ller 

lItr. Eric M. Harbur£:; 


1) Progress report on bul~ settlement negotiations. Mr. Kagan pointec 

ou.t that the hopes of a speedy bulk settlement in Berlin had been dimmed by 

the death of 11ayor Reuter, who had been the most active supporter of such 

a settlement in. his government. Neoe;itations had been proceeding and 

H;:,yor Reuter had been on the verge of appointing a special committee to deC!l 


. \>lith this problem. Now new contacts will have to be made with the acting 
Ea;;ror and the possibility of new elections creates further uncertainties. 

. 	 , , 

Mr. Kagan also reported that difficulties had been encountered with 

t,he Berlin Jewish Gemeinde, Hhich had put forward very exaggerated demands 

for rrninicipal subsidies and wh:J,ch threatened to block bulk settlements 

unless its demands were net. Negotiations have taken place \rlththe com­

munity leadership and the commlnity agreed to modify its dem~nds to a 

~cre reasonable level. In view of the fact that thenegbtiations with the 

City of Berlin will now suffe:r a delay, there 1s no inunediate'need for the 

E;~ecutive Committee to consider at this time the additional arrangJllElnts 

,,]iththe Berlin Jet,dsh community. 


As regards a settlement of JRSO claims acainst the Reich, it was 

l.mdcrstood that no actual settlement could take place until the GE:rman 

larliament had enacted the requisite legislation,' \/hich it was' committed 

to do, assuming Reich liabilities up to a total of 11 billion DM. Hm.16ver, 

in recognition of the fact that the eventual obligation was clear, the 

Ninistry of Finance has agreed to explore the extent of its obligation 

to. the successor organization and experts have begun to examine the records. 


Mr. Kagan pointed out that in both cases the chances for an early 

settlement are dim. As regards the !3,ffiOunts inyplved, Mr. Kagan stated that 

no definite amounts could be nan~d. As a general indication he pointed 

out that the sum ".,hich tho successor organizations deManded in Berlin was 

75 million DM, of which the JRSO share t.Tould be not 'more than 40%. Hith 

regard to the Reich claims, the figures ....lore even ,less definite. 


Mr. Kagan also state.d that most of the prQfess,ional staff of the 

JRSO had been shifted to Berlin, in 'order to acce~erate the program there • 


../ . 
~. l 
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Mr. Boukstein stated that before tho discussion should move on to 
tho next item on tho agenda, he would like to call the attention of the 
m(;cting to a letter which had been written b~r an officer of the corporation 
and which had been circulated to members of tho EX8cutivo Co:mm:i.ttec on 
Scpt('mber 9th., He point'ed out that this letter stated that tho appropri­
atiorS mado by this Executive Committee had beon made ultra vires. He felt 
that such a statement by a member of the Board must be challenged bJr the 
Exocutive Committee. He also felt that a sGcond letter by the member of 
the Boal'd of October 8th, which had been circulated to .the members of . 
th.e Emcutive Committee, did not meet the objections to the first lette~) 
since it merely went on to state that ll2t all of the allocations made by 
the ExocutSvc Committeo had been ultra vires. loJr. Boukstein stated that h0 
....1G'S prepared to defer discussion of this point if the Chairman so ruled, 
but t.hat in that case ,it should be fully discussed at the next rr.eeting 
of the Executive Committee. 

l-fr. Borchardt reiterated his reauest for full financial statements 
of the JRSO and the operating agents. "He 'Was informed that at the forth­
comineannual m()c;ting; of the JRSOthere Hould be available an audited 
stateIllElnt for the JRSO as of Decemher 31, 1952, as well as a current, 
uno.uc,ited financial report • 

. Tho representatives of the Council of Jews from GcrID~ny pointed 
that it was the basic position of .their group that the funds recovered 
JP..,sO should be used exclusively for the needs of German JO"IS, and that 
their demand for a 20% share had been a compromise demand. 

It was decided to refer this i.Jhole problem to the next meeting of 
the E1wcuti ve Committee. 

2) Application of Help 8: Reconstruction. Mr. Goldwater pointed 
out thn~ .information recardine that application had been circulated to 
~.ll I!lombe'rs of the Committee. Help & Reconstruction had worked out an 
Crrongorr.ent with the Hcbrew Home for the Aze0 in Riverdale, whereby Help 
&Roconstruction would pay to tho Home $300,000,in return for which the 
Home '\..ould provide accommodations for 50 persons referred to the Home 
by Help and Reconstruction over a period of 10 years. Mr. Goldwater pointeo 
cut that Mr. Eric l'larburg waS presont and \.Jould be happy to unswcr quostions 
by the members of the Committee. 

·Mr. Leavitt inquired what demands would be placed by the Riverdale 
Home for the~4..ged on !'ersons which would be admitted to the home en behalf 
of Help &Reconstruction. He pointed out that ,it was customary for all 
suchhoIr~s to require that all persons admitt~q to the heme sign over 
all the~r assets· 'and eXpectations. to the home " in order to help defray 
the cost of their accommodation in the home. He felt that since Help & 
Reconstruction wou,ld be ·contributing the sum of $300, 000 toward the 
up!:oepof 50, persons for a ten-year peried, the agreement should. also 
contain some provisi,on, limiting the centribution,which would be required 
from tho individuals involved~ ·Mr. Harburg stated that this matter would 

.../ . 
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be taken 1J.P \<1ith the representative s of the Horne. 

It was the unanimous decision of the Executive Committee to allocate 
tho sum of, $200,000 to Help & Reconstruction for the ~urpose of caring for 
50 c:Gcd persons through the Hebrew Home for the Aeed in Rivordale, subject 
to approval of the agreement which would be conclud~d between Help & Re­
construction and the Hpme. It was understood that Help &.Reconstruction 
Houle'!. roise $100,000 through other sources. It was also understood that 
t!1C m0110Y ~ould not be made available immediately, but that it 'WOuld be 
paid 1;.Ji"'.nl:::1 a period of one iear• 

.3), pther Busj.n~" }fr. Borchardt requested that the roquost of to") 
Council.of Jews from Germany for a 20% share of JRSO proceeds be placed 
on tho agenda for the next ±n0oting of the Executive CoIm'litteo. 

, . 
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Ca:ble Address: JOINTDISCO LExington 2~5200 

Jewish RestitJltion Successor Organization 

270 MADISON AVENUE 


New York: 16, N. Y. 


To: ,~. '1;diil}1i.S.e~aJ~,i,;'~it. 


Mr. Moses A. Leavitt 


li'rom: Saul 'acan 
lle: ,Keeting with Minilter, President .har4 of .Bavaria -----------,., 

1) A l118etiDg with Dr.lharel. has been let for 11:30 on Jul., 9th at tbe 
Waldorf Altoria. I would euggeet that we meet at 11:15 in the lobby of tbe 
Waldorf :near the Park ~venU8 entrance. '!bere, are two problems for U8euaeion: 

a) Support by the representativea of Land Bavaria in the Bundesrat 
(Upper House) of the Federal Indemnification Law. 

b) Pqment of the balance on the JRSO bulk aett lement. 

2) '1'he Federal Indemnification La" will be on the agenda of the Bundee­
rat at its Juq 17th meeting. 'fhere i, a real danger that amendments will be 
propose' which. if po'lse4. will require further action by the Bundeatag. which 
~ or !IIIQ" not reconvene before the elections. '!he LaeD.d.er 1lB1' de81re to shift 
a larger ahare of the coat of the le4eral Indemnification Law to the Federal 
Trea.su!7. The draft pa.saed b7 the Bundestag provide, that the Laender shall 
bear the financial reaponslbil1t7 for all compensation ~able to persons who 
resided witbin their territol7. The Laender are fUrther ezpected to contribute 
l~ of the coat of compensation to peraecutees fro. areas outaia of the, terri ­
tOI7 of the J'ed!lral lIepubl1 c. ' 

1 believe that we must plead. for the pa••age of the law by the B-;Dd.8srat 
in 1te present form in order DDt to Jeopardize ita tiDal enactment. lri:V1ev 

,of the fact that the hdaral GoverDm8nt and the Laendar negotiate annualq 
agreements on the distribuUon between thea of the revenus from certain ta18s. 
it should be possible for the Laender to adjust theirgrievancee in coD.D.ection 
vi th this law without endangerillC the prellent ]rgielation. 

3) The folloviDg quotation from Ben Ferencz' 8 letter flet. forth our prob­
lem with respect to the pa.7ment of the balance o.n the JiS)bulkaettlement: 

'liret of. all the organisations'llight. thank him. for the bUllt settle­
ment which was made rit.h Ba't'8.ria, eo ithat. he ia aware of t.he fa.ct tbat 

------------------------------ MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS leverl 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMlTfEE AGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION' WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS COUNCIL FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS CONSEIL 

REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE • CENTRAL BRITISH FUND JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE AMElUCAN JEWISH JOINT 

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. • JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION. INC. • IHTERESSENVERTRETUHG ISRAEUTlSCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN 


IN rilE: U. S. ZONE OF GEBMAHY • ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION 


OPERATING AGENTS ---------------------------- ­
TEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTlUBUTION COMMIn'EE. IIfC. • JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION. INC. 

'326527 

http:LaeD.d.er


) 

.'
\, 
,; 

,if 
-2­

the agreement hat international implications. Second of all, there is a 
little problem in connection with that 8ettlement. to wit. Land Bavaria 
ltill Ovel us 2.2 million DM which they are DOt onlJ refuling to pq. 
but are counter claIming for an additional 1 m111Ion DM on the bads of 
overprqmellt. cliaputed claims, equity cases, eto. We are .ti11 in the 
proce81 of negot1atiDg thi. dispute with the Bavarians and the issue haa 
not ,et oome to a claar head. If Ebard caD. come back and tell his bo,8 
that thq ahouldnot quibb+e ,over trifles. since the matter is pollt1­
oalJ.7 im:portant, it might be verr helpf'ul.. In general, all the organiza­
t,!ona hav,a t.() tell him i. that, With much reluotance, the, acreed to a 
fi1ia1 iettl.mentof oDlT 19 million DM .( 2Omiml8 1 for .1Y:.l deductiona). 
,at oDlJ le88 thanl? million hal been given or credited to us. ,The or­
ganil&tiOnl' .hoUld express theIr amazement at Bavaria"1 actIon' in with 
bold1DC ,be balanCIIII. and urge lIhard to instruct his ttaff to take a 
generous or lIberal vIew durIng the eubsequentnegoUationl with the 
JBSO. S1n.ce, the 18eu.s are not ,et orr8tall1sed, I don't thi* we ~ht 
w belabor him with details." 

326528 




1 July, 1953 

JRSO Hq. letter 1730 
File: l570-Berlin 
CONFIDENTIAL 

saw ¥~yorReuter in connection 

COpy 

,HEADQJARTERS 
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
APO 696 AU.S.ARMY . 

. PALACE OF JUSTICE,NURNBERG 

Mr. Saul Kagan

JRoo - New York 


Dear Saul, 

Yesterday Dr. Weis, Dr. Tuch and I 

with our proposed bulk settlement. Before the meeting I carefully re­
viewed all of our facts and figures to se.e whether 'We could not make some ",~" 


adjustments in order to meet the objections indicated by the Finanz;"" 

Senator. vIe prepared a one-page memo, copy of which is attached, ~. 

indicattng that we removed some of the objectionable categories of cIa" . 

such as Reich claims and substituted some others. . 


i., 

Our original request for 36t million DM to cover our claims for 
. 'real estate vIas reduced to 29 million DH to reflect the existence of 


mortgages and encumbrances which we subtracted in the final figure o 


Our figure of 5 million Dl-f for existing business in Be.1'lin . 
. remained the same, although the. substantiati.on was rather iiheore,"i:,ical., 


added one million DM t? cover mortgages, partfcularly:sinc$lDr. . 

expressed special interest in this category during· ouffirst·Tf].."·,,T.,.Tl 


, ".' ' 

him. 

. Our claims for furniture. 'Were:'reduced"fr.o~25 ~·11i6:~;(JD}1.~t;(i':,~1ill 

'. very modest figure of 2,300,OOOD}1 which repr~·~e..nted·:th~. 


which the City of Berlin'itself'bought du~ing':the/auctio'ri~ 

. . .':.,' ".' 

, 	 '. " . . 
The balance constituted claims agaipsf tqe Reich, 


prepared to accept•. We added 20>MillionDM: f9rp~lo1Ilshop ;\J..L'i:I...L~Ui:l.'·._C1t; 


" 	 of Berlin on the theory that the, Citysnoul¢i,aqkn~wledge'..L..L'::L"''''''.t.·+ 

valuables turned in by the West',sector' resiaents~.'ThiB· l)eleIi:'~.:1i:9JLU~1.e.CLr+"~~I:m 

our previous memorandum in.' order/to avoid.. anY':dlsput~,'a99u.t.,;;,.~:tEibj;11tY;:il1;!pr;:r-: 

confjscation where the confiscatory office happene~f\:t9pe l. , ' . "'1" .........,., 


sector. I felt that we ought tc? include this f~gure ·since:. ~ha.4·:a,' 

argument to support' our claim,· particularly' in Vie", of thefaciJ' '~~gat 

in the U.S. zone had been required to pay for such confiscatiqris~:' 


., 	 , ". '. . '. "",' 

We added 3 million DN :a8' an indication'of' the vaiue"6f 

which ,,,e were prepared toturnc,v.er to theGity~ We also included,:. 

DM which we are claiming 'for, ,'our:;. indemnl;fication' claims. ' 
.< 

Thi s re shuffling of tlfe:.c;1~lecacie s . in: oui ' package .P;¢dUc~·~':" 

Tuesday bargain rate of 72;300,009Dl-1 instead of. our pfevi()\:is:';t6:t~;'

D:M :plu~~ 	 ' .' •.r 	 . 

http:toturnc,v.er
http:substantiati.on


,....,: . after his staff as ,soon as he had studied the matter himself. He promised to 
devote all the necessary time to it within the next few days and he hoped to 
be able to set up a new meeting with his staff, under his chairmanship, ~dthin 
the next 10 days or so. In the meanwhile he would be in touch '\.rl.th us if he 
had any questions about the memoranda, and he would let us know as quickly as 
a meeting could be arranged. 

There is no doubt that Reuter is concerned about public oplnlon abroad. 
He mentioned the fact that Mr. Kellogg (self-styled president, who I believe 
parades under the cloak of the Association of Former European Jltrists) had been 
in to see him abOut some indemnification claims, and that after reviewing the 
problems with Reuter Kellogg declared that he was going back to America to 
inform the public that Berlin was doing all that was humanly possible. I did 
not disabuse the Mayor by telling him that Hr. Kellogg spoke only for Hr. Kellogg, 
but pointed to the fact that the JRSO had thus far received nothing from Berlin. 
We both agreed that it was too early to talk about the method for payment of the 
final settlement sum and neither of us seemed to feel that this would be a 
maj or problem. 

Reuter also, volilllteered the happy piece of news that he had recently 
received a letter fromthe Berlin Jewish Gemeinde repeating their usual complaints 
against the JRSO. This was apparently done in~connection with the Gemeinde 
request for an annual subsidy for over 500,000 DM which, I gather, they justify 
by crying that the JRSO has taken away all of ,their property. After our meeting 
with Reuter I spoke to Galinski about this and he, of co~rse, violently denied 
ever having breathed a word which might constitute an adverse reflection on 
the JRSO. In almost the same breath he suggested that we give them a certain 
percentage of whatever we receive from the bulk settlement in addition to our 
previou~ commitments. This suggestion I studiously ignored and tried to impress 
upon Herr Galinski the importance of a less destructive attitude, particularly 
in view of the fact that we'had reached full agreement on all common problems. 
He repeated his assurances of loyalty and devotion 0 , I picked up the check for 
lunch. 

We also had occasion to call upon Dr. Hirschfeld, who, as you lenow, 
accompanied Reuter on his Stateside visit. This was merely a courtesy call 
to thank Hirschfeld for his interest, and of course to request continued 
interest and support, and to tell him about our meeting with Reuter. He seemed 
pleased and sent his best regards to Mr. Held, Mr. Estrin and said he was 
waiting to see George Silver. Since I donrt know who Silver is I just let 
him wait. Please convey the appropriate messages to the appropriate peopleo 

. Jeanette Wolf was out of town and could not be seen, as was the case 
~th Ernst Lemmer. I also tried to, ooe the Finanz Senat<;>r Dr. Haas, but he 
was in the midst of a parliamentary debate and promised to call me back. I 
left before his call came in. Since I expect to be in Berlin again vathin 
the next 10 days we will try to see all of these people that time o 

It is too early to form a definite opinion, but the initial indications 
for a bulk settlement are not unfavorable. 

Cordially yours, 

lsi 

BENJANIN B. FERENCZ 
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TRAN SLATION 

.... :,"'''': 

June 30, 1953 
Dr. 1tl/cZ 

Memor~dum concerning the Asset§ of th~Successor O~nizations 
whioh are to be Subject of an Allreement with Berlin 

Claims for immovable assets DM 20.000.000.-

Aryanized business enterprises which are 
still in existence DN 5.000.000.­

Mortgages DN 1 0000.000;­

Furniture' acquired by Berlin from persons who 
had their residence in the present area of Hest 
Berlin, for which the restitution claim is 
therefore directed against Berlin DM 2.300.000.­

Confiscation of gold, silver and jewe~ insofar 
as they were disposed of by the Berlin Pawnshop 
and insofar as they were delivered by residents 
of Hest Berlin . DM 20.000 0 000.­

Immovable property already in p03session 
of the successor organizations in the 
present value of DM 30000.000.­

Claims under the Indemnification Law for the 

destruction and damage of ~agogues and 

cultural objects 


DM 72.300.000.­

;., 
) 
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Cable Addiess:)OINTDISCO 	 LExington 2-5200 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

270 MADISON AVENUE 


New York 16, N. Y. 


April :30 ~ 195:3 

MEMORANWM 

TOl 	 M:r. Maurioe M. Boukstein 
Mr; Moses A. Leavitt 

From 	 Saul Kagan 

fubjeot: 	 Logistic Sipportto the JRoo , 
'\> 

\ 
L 

\/e have been trying to retain the existing o~ 
quarters in the U. S. Zone and we are also trying to preserve the 
status of our Allied staff so as not to subjeot them to German 
oriminal and civil jurisdiotion. 

The attach~d lettert'rom Mr. Wolfe, the Exsoutive 
Director of the U. S. High Commission to the Army.. is a hopeful 
development. We lIDlst .nw await the teaotion of the Army. Should 
the A:rrtt:r react unfavorably, it may beoome necessar;y to IIlBke re­
pre sentations in Washington. 
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COPT 	 ARJ 80, Bonn 

April 16, 1953 

Dear General Ot'leill: 

We have JU8t received word from the Department' of State that a coordinated 

State-ArrD1 replJ 19 being prepared in reepee,t to CIBCUSADUR telegram, SI.-2980, 

March 17, 1953. In view of the possibility of a final deeidon on the overall 

pol1qy concernia& logistic 8upport for private organization. and indiViduals, we 

have reviewed the Ihting of tl:lose involved and feel that we should now urge a 

reconsideration of the Jewiah,iestitution Successor Organization. 


The JRSOorgam.zation wal originally ereated. in collaboration wi th the De­
Partment of state for the purpose of fulf111ia& certain U.S. restitution obJectivea• 

. In this capaoi t71t i8. eonUnuingto perform certain tUnotions of direct tnterest . 
to theU. S. Government 1'l1 Ger_n.r. Therefore, we WDuld like to urge that JRSO be 
continued on the l1et of U.S. offioial agencies and accredited for logistio aupport 
under the following conditione: 

1. 	 JRSO will a8lW118 full 1"8spon81bili ty for the employment and pqment of all 
of ita German personnel. 

2. 	 JBSO willaa8U1le :full responsibility' for the continuation and pqmanta of 
it. own telecommunications, supplies, travel and miscellaneous requirements. 

3. 	 USARilUR will continua making available to JRSO and ita non-German per­
aonnel all other facil1 tiea ...,..ent17 provided, ineluding use of requJ:­
s1 tioned property upon payment 

#. 

of rent at rateq similar to those applied 
to other comparable requid tioned properties in the area. 

4. 	 U8ADU'll viII continue penonnel supportasoutl1ned under .-Bevised Per­
sOlmal Support" in General Eddy' e latter of March 10, 1952. 

5. 	 Arrangements presently applicable for JRSO in Berlin will continue. 

Sineerel;v, 

Glenn G.Wolfe 
lbecutiva Director 

:Brigadier General Edward J. LI.eill, 
, Deput7 Chief of Staff fo r Administration, 

Headquarter., U. S. Arm,y, Europe, 
APO ~2f 0' ,S. Anq. 
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