-, satisfaction with -the settlementg and Schreiber kept toylng writh- these

g6 over the proposal agaln and present recommendations,., The commlsolon P

- had collected letters from the Amerlcan Laender, expre351ng thelr;dls

1etters nervously,waltlnﬂ for his opportunlty to. cite them.;

‘,J.

- After some general sparrlng we examlned the varlous 1temu Anour -
proposed packege settlement.As heretofore the mayor reiterated. Borlln‘s
preparedness to pay 8 million DM for indemnification claims, to buy
such .of our real estate as might be of interest to them and to examlne
our claims against the city for Jewish furniture which the city con-7 -
fiscated., This: indicated a preparedness to pay anywhere from 8 mllllon i
to 14 million DM for these items. He rejected any liability for Jewelry
which the pawn shops of Berlin acquired under instructions of the Réichy.
He gaid the- 01ty was not legally lieble and, therefore, no payment could
be made. We pointed out that factually he was wrong and legally he was ;
wrong and we offered to demonstrate it to a’ group of his advxsors if
~ were given the opportunity. The 3000 clsims: against individual Berlin:
citizens,which including business and mortgages we hod appraised at~i
35 mllllon DM, censtituted the principal bone of contcntlon vhlch was
“argued back and forth at length.

S After. an hour and a half of con81derat10n, the conclu81on was rcachba*

would not deal with the indemnification claims or our offer to sell our
real estate to Berlin. It would determine the facts with regard to our
pawn shop claims and examine our claims against individual Berliners,“
The exact meaning of this last point was not quite clear. The mayor -
felt that claims where a reasonable price had been paid should be dis- -
¢arded, whereas we felt that the individual files could not be examlned
- in more than a sampling and the emphasis should be placed upon determln
ing the reasonableness of our appraisal of value. On our. -side we dell- K

They Would, of course, "be very hapny 1? we Would leave them alone an
disappear. The mayor agreed to appoint the commission within the nex“
few- days with 1nstructlon to act qulckly.

\
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In the late afternoon, Dr‘ Goldmem JOlned uS' :
y City Custodlangfox

Dr. Jels’ home together ‘with Dr, Schx

if ; therefore, ‘start off W“th eomewhat of a handﬂcap. Our team Wlll ldﬂ§’

[y

o Dr. Schwelg also 1nformed us that Dr. Hzas was 1netructed tow

draft a letter in reply to Dr. Adenauer. In their reply the Berllners§
: : n‘uwoulﬁ point to all the ‘economic and polltlca"&dlfflcultles which'a’ bulk‘
N DO settlement might cause. Dr. Schwelg also repcated the point whlch Dr"

‘ N money from the Bund we did not have to go
P S 80, We know that Dr, Haas already discus sed with Dr. ochaefcr the possi
: o blllty of getting federal funds for this purpose, Dr, Schaefer had com~
pletely rejected any such notion saying that the 800 Million DM per annum
federal aubsidy to Berlin covered everythlnb, We argued that the.anounts’,
we were requesting and our. liberal terms could not co”,elvaoly repreoent,
any real economic burcen w1uh1n Bcrlln's annaal budget of 1.8 hllllon

..'w%

v-é'\“

oo} lend hl

Bund 1nqpposmng such agreement He promlsed uSSlStanCG

-

Seee Aggraleal"‘ ’~ f’: . | S “ o 4‘

‘

- our settlement on Aprll 8.,We have made some prog*eew in th@t
.on . the traokvand negotlatlng. We have recelved very real
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By that time we should have 2 clearer pic £ Berli intentions
and after our next top level meeting when ail of our.blg ¢anons .have
been shot, we should know whether an agreement ils possi

‘ ible before s
‘the next Berlin ¢lections scheduled for the ¢nd of November, '

Cordially yours,”

«

S
[=E
_BENJAMIN B,. FERENCZ

. U Ve R ,‘
ture of Berlinl tentiona

T,
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2
o
5
e
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Mr. Saul Kagan. =~ .
JRS0 - New York

I

Dear Saul'

7 SEAn

s

Senate was weakened -and they declded to proceed more’ cautlously S
they had done ‘in thelr 1etter of Aprll 8, 1954, reJectlng ‘a global?;‘

be done with the High Commi s%gt%

\our

&nd the head of the Press Sectlon, Dr, leschfeld, who was, present

Sidpn 1)

- an emergency measure 1n ‘case there would be an exp1031on and a.pgg

i




present'

| Mr,
- Mr.
‘&Dro
iy
Mr,
_Mr,
Dr.

r.
Mr.
© Dr,

. £ Mrs, Jeanette Wolf

, Mr.
v ~ Dr.
b Mr.
Dr.

. Mr.
Mr.-
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MI‘.
Dz,

- Mr,

‘the . chalrmanshlp of Dr. Kreutzberger, (JerSh Agency) with

‘Mr, Baer, Landesverband -
Professof .Graubart, M 5&?1ﬂ1&nd Pfalz

-f';”wﬁﬂ"Karl Marx, Duesseldorf

.. Zentralrat, the Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle, ‘the Landesvér«
,tbaende and Gemelnden ; LT o 'Q‘;

Je Jacobson (J01nt Parla)

Rice {Joint Munich)

Kapralik (JTC London) o

Lachs (JTC, Hamburg) - « ‘

Meyrowitz (Branche Francalse of the JTC Malnz)

Ferencz (JRSO) : o

Katzenstein (JRSO) : S o
o L . on the one part,
‘ - - ~ and

van Dam, Duesseldorf  (

Kerl Katz; Bremen ( Zentralrat)

Simonsohn (Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle Hamburg)

Galinski . E Berlin

‘Alschoff, Frankfurt (Landesverban& Hessen)

‘Mex.L. Cahn E ‘
Cohn-Bendit { Frankfurt, (Gemelnde Frankfurt)
Nachmann, Karlsruhe %0berrat der Israseliten Badens)
Warscher, ‘Stuttgart (Israelitische Kultusvereinigung Wuerttemberg)
Dreyfuss, Duesseldorf (Landesverband Nordrhelanéstfalen) .
Goldetein, Hamburg = : S _ 2
Heymann, Dortmund ’ - .
Prager, Hannover '

Fritz Goldschmidt, London (COunCll of the Jews from Germany)
Goldschmldt Koeln

.on the other part.

rthereto

.r“

§ addltlon
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. zone, including Berlln with which agreements ‘had_bpeen made by the JRSO, suchupA'
. existing agreements had to remain in full force and effect and were not in- any wa

80 that JRSO would get 507 and the respectlve Communlty 50% of the respectlve”asse

' ness to accept Dr. Lachs‘ proposal with the followmng modlflcatlons-v

‘‘‘‘‘‘

‘ Insofar as the assefs are concerned of former commun;tles

* to be impaired., . . )

No such agreemen+shadﬂbeen made with the Jewish Communities of Nuernberg,
Fuerth and Augsburg. The real estate of these three Communities should be. le1ded

establlshed or defunct Ccmmunltles, should go to-the- Communltles excluding,- however,
those indemnification claims concerning which agreements with Communities had been
r de by JRSO. Those agreements had to remain unaffected. .

v

Mr, Goldsteln, Hamburg, gpeeking for the British zone:declared hlsf

an assurance to that effect;
'b)'~he objected to the extent of the expendltuxe of the JTC and he Wanted to*
' limit the share of the Special Committee in those expenses to a one—tim
‘-;cpntrlbutlon of IM 300.000,-=~ _ -
iég “‘any advance payments made to the Communi ties should not be accounted for°
the open cemeteries should be taken over by the Communities ,whereas the- care

.. and maintenance of the closed cemeter1es was a matter for wlue Successor '
) Organlzatlons,v

Dr, Alschoff speaklng for the American zone,walcomed the determlnatlon of
the JRSO to arrive at an overall settlement with ali Communities concerned. He *
could not, however, accept the proposal as submltted by DIr, Katzensteln.

1nc1uding those W1th Wthh JRSO had already. made agreemenus. :
or 50% of- all 1ndemn1flcat10n claims’ in the US zone, mlnus those 1ndemn1f10a <




_:US zone should be. dlstrlbuted among the communltles tnemselves or should flow 1n
}trust fund in- the US zone.

will in 1950 and made apoor settlement with the JRuO, and to favour a connunlty, wh ﬁﬁg

i due #to- the lack of such good wiiry, made an agreement under more favorable eunaltions
“in 1954 only. What was called for was a unified disposition of the whole~ problele ;
not so and so much for the British zon: and so and so much for the US zone, but
flxed amount for the whole of Western Germany.

v special gesture had to be made vis a vis th_téommunltv otherw1ee no global agre
P w1th the 01ty of Berlin would be p0351b1e. the ’ ' :
i As far as Berlin was concerned it was out of "question that the money paldrshoui“"
into a trust fund. Thls would be unacceptable to _ Berlin,as the communlty 1n~Ber11n

r.’, .

1.7 e

‘He .associated hlmself wzth the@roposel submi fodinl

Mi Nachmann, Karlsruhe,obaected to Mr. Neyrow1tz's statement.. If th'd
"jwas ‘expected to accept 50% of the indemnification: money
agreement made between the Oberrat and the JRSO h




éive 'should go 1nto & trust fund admlrlstered by ‘a4 hoard onwhich - representatlvu
Tthe communltlos are in the majority. There Qust be a unified handling of" the;matter
so .that there will be no quarrels. . Without a trust fund the dlspute would go “on.
With a trust fund everything would be good.’

The organlzatlons would not agree to the bulldlng up of a capital fundv 3.
is for this reason that the Gommunities should take 10% of their own capital’ to'mcet
their own needs. There were thre polnts to be accepteds’

IR tmst fund
overall settlement

nee&s.

s

0therw1se ther would be no agreempnt.

Tl

. What happened in the past shall remalnznntouched by the overall settiemenf“the
matters not yet. disposed of should be- settled.

Mr, Jacobson associated himself with the polnts made by Mr. Ferencz. Hé .
stressed that. he could have a more detached view because he was not a resident of

Germany. It was not proper to think in zones as these were art1f1c1al and would
_ change gnd . were not of our maklng. I o o

The zim of the trust fund was to secure the meetlngéf the genuine needs.n :

He was impressed by the argument that one group should not be penalised for
the good W:ll ‘gshown in the past. The problem was one of thu leadershlp, it was up

total complex. Though that was dmffloult 1t coald be done.

Dr ven Desm called upon thc Successor Organlzatlons to statc what they Wer»

f

" Part of his sugggstipn was Justlfled and the‘ggyg
Organlzatlons would submlt £y overall proposal. e TR

s ! There wasg a break from 1.30 p m. to 3. OO Pe B.- for dellbcratlons of all partleé*
Th meetlng Was resumcd at 5 15 pilte =




, Aacommunltles in the ‘British zone* requests the same rlghts as ‘the Jewish communltles
}:' of Frankfurt Berlln or Munlch, i, e. that the Jew1sh communltles will not brlng the

such money should go into sti¢h. general trust fund wh1ch belongs there' i.e.,
1. ) dll payments to be made by the JRSO out31de of ex1st1ng agreements w1th the
various communltles-' :

also g0 into. a trust fund thls, however, to be a spe01a1 trust fund.

LU - was now upon the Successor Orcanlzatlons to tell whlch money should g0 1nto-the
s general trust fund. . - o

The communltles will not go 'to the Claims Conference if there is no need" for d01ng
S0. They have first to use their own’ income 1nclud1ng the taxes they collect. -

To ask, as Mr. Ferencz d1d for settlng ‘aside- 10% of the trust money was over-;
simplifying the matter, and the communities were not in a position to- make a -state-
ment in that respect. Mr. Ferencz' proposal would mean a liquidation of the communal
*roperty within 10 years and this would be tantamount to a "L1qu1dat10ns-Max1me 1
The question was what the Claims Conference was prepared to pay; he, Dr. van Dam
proposed to refer thls matter to a Spe01al Committee of the Claims Conference :

tcomed the attempt to reach an overall settlement and expressed the hope that
guéettlement would also be reached with the Council of Jews from- Germany.

i

;AV Dr. Kaprallk remarked that the funds of the. Spe01al Commlttee were 1ntended to’
‘.- ‘cover thé needs of the Communltles. That part of the funds not needed for thls
'?purpose, formed part of the general funds of the JTC. The Council of Jews from
" Germany, as a member of the’ Council of the. Corporation, partlclpated insall”

de0131ons regardlng the dlstrlbutlon of the general funds.-‘d/ ' -



http:van�:oaiIC,:a.nd

. waccdunt,,ww, :
f(d) ~The Special Commlttee should pay DM 500 OOO.-- as Bhare ‘in the.
" . - expenses - . (not M 300. OOO.-- as asked ‘for by Mr. Goldsteln),

" (e) As“to the cemeteries:

- The-. 301nt efforts to attaln that the Bund anﬂ the Laender take over
4 '~ the care and maintenance of cemeteries should be continued, . It must ‘be
o . 'clearly understood that this is a matter of. the Speciel Commlttee be-
P , ._cause the JTC wants to’ go into liquidation, If the efforts vis a v1s
- . the German vaernment fall,agreement must be reached how the necessaryf

. lof the sp901a1 fund;. :
(£) No guarantee can be. given (as asked for by Mr. Goldsteln) that thef inden:

o ':j.x : w1ll be reached but ‘no assuranoe can be given,

3. A to the US zéne: The recommcndatlon would be the following:i”»
o7 is to be esteblished to consist ofs -

(a)
| m

- RSO; | | | | o
(¢) 'plus 1 million DM. , S R

.08 .
 Mr. Galinski asked. whlch proposal. would be made concernlng Berlln.»;.F

Dr. Kreutzberger proposed that the question of Berlin would be dealt w1th '
separately with the Jewish community of Berlln,as the SBuccessor Organlzatlons had
not dlscussed Berlln durlng the break. . !

be made for Berlin. similar to that in the. British zone. R ~\

R st D Kreutzbergerv A certain part of the trust fund had to be used for the
"~; i~ ’poses of the communltles in Germany Insofar as it became necessary the Claimg .
Conferenee would see to. it that the real needs of the communities would be’ covered-

B

o Dr, ven Dam expressed appreciation for the spirit which dominated Dr.;'m
L berger's proposal. The Zentralrat Would examlne the proposal &s soon. ‘as 1t had
formulated 1n wrltlng. S S . SRR ;-A L



http:Germa.ny

Dr. Kreutzberger preferred rather- not to-.do so because of the p0531b111tym“
that the organlzatlonsconcerned, or some of them, mlght not approve. ofkthe

‘.The suggestlon was. accepted.

"Dr; Kapralik then moved a vote of th;nks to the chalrman. The vdté wasf
passed and acclalmed by all present. . : L

-
A

R nﬁﬁq/gﬁﬂqu

E. Katzenstein




333 : PERSONAL AND CONFIDENT IAL 6 April 1954

DRAFT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE JEWISH WORLD ORGANIZATIONS AND THE

JEHISH GEMEINDEN OF WESTERN GERMANY INCLUDING BERLIN,

ThekJ‘.R.S.O., J.T.C. and the French Zone.Bra.nch of the J.T.C. acting.
togetlier as a singie entity end proceeding in consultation and ag:réemenﬁ with
 the Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany (all hereinafter re~
ferred to as the "Jewish Wo_ﬂd Organizations") makeithe following Agremi
with the Zentralrat der Juden in Deutaehland, the Zentralwohlf:ahrtsat‘ell'e_, t'hiela
Lendesverbaende of Western Germany ﬁnd Berlin, all acf,ing together and aeﬁarately
bound so as to constitute a single entity of the .totalit.y'of Jewish Geme:lnd’eny
of Western Germany and Berlin (hereinafter referred to as the “Gameindenj!),

WHEREAS, the Jewish World Organizations and the Gemeinden recognize
tha the reestablishment and reconstitution of Jewtsh Life in Gernany of ne~
cessily gives rise to oommunal requirements to care for the welf‘are, social,
cultural and spiritus.l needs of the‘Jews and their reestablished communitiea
~in Cermany, and, |

WHEREAS, the Jewish World Organizations and the Gemeinden are in
agreement ‘that the reestablished Jewish Communities off Western Germany require
a.nv equitable share of the property which belf;nged to the former Jewish Oc;nmmi-
ties of Germany in order to enable the Gemeinden to care for the communai. .
needs, without on the one hand thereby displacing the communal responsibility
to provide for its own needs within its own sbilities "and from all sources
available to it, and on the other ha.nd having regard for the just needs and |
requirements of the great numbers of Jewish Victims of Naziem dispersed else—
where in the world; and, . |

WHEREAS, the Jewish Horld Orgenizations and the Gemeinden though
mindful that differences in the handl:lng and treatment of questions of Spolzkated
Communal Property in Western Germany have resulted largely from the existenca

«‘w

of ”Zonea“ of occupation which carried with them differances of vi.ews, 13@1
systems and pe.tterns of thought are nonethelesa desirous of treating all
communal problems in Western Gema.n;y' on the same equal basls and without regard
to the artificial lines of damaroation created by the Zones; '

The Jewish World Organizations and the Gemeinden .do therefore agree

(2) secsasscsse e“o ° c‘,f"e
:‘”‘

4
AN

326508
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as follows:

(1) , For the purpose of administering the funds to be provided for the
Gemeinden neéds under this Agx-eemeﬁt snd to: carry outvtheA epeciﬂo\ powéré
and duties delegated ﬁo it by this Agreement, there shall be estabiiahed; a
Gemeinden Pfoperty Tfuatee Foundation (hereinafber referred to as the "Trustee
Foundation®), The Tmatee Foundation shall be establiahed as a Juridieal

Body. It shall be governed by a board of ssven mambars, four of whom shall
reside in Germany and three of whom may reside elsewhere. The members va
the Board ahal]. be diatinguiaﬁed and leading Jews who ahou;!.d be geleoted _‘Qith-'
out regard to partisan or aecﬁioﬁal views or considerations and whose fairﬁess
and overall objectivity should serve as the underlying conside?ation in se_lect-"
ing them for services The members of the Board shall serve for a period of
cecssesnse YyORTH, The firat Board of seven ‘members shall be selec’ced jointly
by the World Organizations and the Gemeindem, Vacanoies ghall be filled :!_n
like manner, .

It shall be the power of the Trustee Foundation:

(a) to receive all assets made available for the bbnefit of the Gemeinden
by reason of this Agi'eement and to administer and look after such assetss
(b)  To receive the anmual budgets of the Comunities of Western Germany
and in consultation with the Zentralwohlfahritsstelle and other technical -
agencies to soreen those budgets and allocate for the needs of the Communities
ﬁiﬁhin the terms of this Agreement and taking account of all relevant factors,
(c) To oarryv out such other dutles and purposes as are established under v'

this Agreement,

(2) Insofar as the assets are cén‘cerne{d.pf any former Gemeinde or commnity
in Western Germany, including Berlin, fof whiah an agreement‘haa‘bean ooﬁclxmded
with a Succesgor Organization (eithar ‘JR30, JTG or the’ French Zone Branch” o
the JIC) prior to the making of this Agreement, such pre-axiating agrement »
shall remain in full force and effect and shall not be impaired in any wayby

this Agreement,

.(3)0- b;oooooofd;OAi’ob
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(3) - The Trustee Foundation shall receive the follouiné assets:

(a): From J.R.8.0, out of the aase‘bs of the former Gemeinden and i
Cmmmmities 1n the U.S.Zone of Germa.w: 50% of all such assetﬁ as they become.
available of former Gemeinden and Gcmunities, mcludmg indenmifica.tion olaims ’
which have notvbe.env disposed of in pre~existing agreements, - The remaining
50% shall be available for use by J.R.8.0, ‘ |

(b)  From J.T.C, out of'the asseta of the former
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portion of cxisting real proparty to be allstted to itifn naturs in which
cage such qmarmmwwmmm ae%mlm@wtmlmww
eatablished by inde

(o) ?wa t.he Frenoh Zome Branch of 1.7.0, é;xxt of the um oft.m :
former Gemolinden and Comprnities in the Mh Zone of Cermamy. inclpding m
' Irench Sactor of Derline %% of all m assets as w bocans avallable of
forner C(emednden and Cwmitim Mhﬂmg Jeuwish publie &lﬁmm and Mw—
nification clisims, which have not been disposed of in pre=onisting agreemeptos
The remaining 50% a&mllbemﬂahleﬁ!mw the mhmamwsm&

‘(4) ma&mmmmaummmmmormemmmwm
Foundation will Mw undor this ammt will be applied f‘imt to mming
the anmal total bulgets of tho Ueolnden before mmﬁmmtmwm |
Clatns Gonferenco for any additienal firaneial assistance,

(5) It 1o understood that certain provisions of tids Am,mmm -

stabenumts of prineiple and others pay roguire procsdural olahorations I ia

therefere forugesn by the parties that additional protesols of

oF agroemant on procedures will bs developed tw :mmintﬂm and ag Riiod
 ween tho Jowish World Organizatioss and thoe Gemeinden, * Showld. ey &imw

arise betvsen the partise in respoct of the mesning of w proviston nes |

pmofmnmmm«hmewmwwmmmwmm .
,partie.a, mmmmmmmubemwmwwmmmmi
be final and binding en the partics.

(6)  1In eiving effest to tho Astribution provinions of Artiele (3) the . ‘
»Prmdple ab&lwwxaygmmmﬂ@ﬁmm mmm@ : E —
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CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT PROVISION

The Conference for Material Claime Against Germany, having been
consulted by ‘the Successor Orgenizations 1n respect of the propasa.la of

: the Successor Organizations (referred to ae the Jewish World Organizations) !

to aonclude a toj*al agreement with the Gemeinden of Western Germany inolud-— T
ing Berlin, and, “
Haying appreved of the agreement concluded one... between the _
Jewish World Organizations and the Gemeinden as a maonable ‘and satiafa@-— 3
tory bas:ls i‘or meeting the needs of the Gemeinden, and, o

Noting 'i;he request of the Gémeinden for a declara;c.ioﬁ from the
Conference of the manner in which the Gemeinden may expeot their deﬁciency
| needs to be met from assets available to the Conference in the event that
the operation of ‘the terms of the aforesaid‘agraement........ fails to ,

cover adequately the needs of the Gemeinden;

Does h'ex;éby declaret

(1) - That the Gemeinden shall be entitled to present annual budgsts of”
their deficit needs to the Gonference notwithatanding the existence of the

aforementioned ag'eement; and,

(2) That the Conference will give full and careful conshderation to the .
deficlt needs of the Gemeinden as detemihad by the Conference in the ms.nner
applicable to all.]ike requests after having consulted with the Gemeinden

and examined #he operation of the aforesaid agreement and considered with. .

the Gemainden' ail i'easpnéble expeot,a:idies of income to the Gemeinden fmm

other sourcea, and, | ‘ o : .

(3) ‘That 'the‘-Conferenoe‘ viil ~.ma.ke "equitéble proﬂ.aion insofar as iﬁ i‘aA-.m“
‘able and gofar as it haa funds and in- accordance with 1te establiah@d pre-
oedures governing tha allocation and distribution of conrerenoa aasets to
meet the deficit needs of the Gemeinden for 80 long as the conferenoe has
such funds and the deficit needs of the Gemeinden are found to exia'b by ,the

Conference,



http:terms.of
http:WorldOrganizati~D.81

" Cable Address: JOINTDISCO , | ‘ LExington 2-5200

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
' 270 MADISON AVENUE ;\g"ﬁ)/

New York 16, N. Y. /:/

MEMORANDUM

March 3, 1954

Tos Mr. Maurice M, Boukstein
Mr. Moses A. Leavitt

From: Saul Kagan -

Attached please find Ben's letter of February 27,
concerning the opening of the filing deadline for claiﬁs
against the Reich. In accordance with Ben's cabled request

Sy and 1 are making arrangements to meet with Mr, Lewis this

Zfi,gz

SKime sgﬂf Kagan

vweek,

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . AGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION .« WORLD (EWISH CONGRESS . COUNCIL FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY . BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS . CONSEIL
REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE + CENTRAL BRITISH FUND « JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE «  AMERICAN “JEWISH JOINT
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. + JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. ¢+ INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN
’ IN THE U. §. ZONE OF GERMANY + ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION '

- OPERATING AGENTS
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE +« AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITIEE, INC. + JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION. INC.

1326513
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HEADOUARTERS
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR oacmnzmom S
APO 6% A - LU S ARMY oS

PALACE OF JUSTICE, NURNBERG

Mr, Saul Kagan T SRR
JRSO - New York : | - JRSO Hq. 1etter #1930

Dear Saul: MAR 23’&5& B
Yesterday I had a long meeting with HICOG‘s General Counsel Mr.Schwarz
to.go over the entire question of claims against the Reich, You will recall
that the last time we discussed this problem was several weeks ago. and that,

' HICOG was strongly opposed to. the reopening of any . deadlines.

Schwarz's positlon then had been that between the JRSO and'the} 1a1mants

‘.;,‘the ‘claimants had negligently failed. to do so or éven if it had’ been wztnoutf
 .negligence the JRSO could assign its own claims to them in an equity procedure.
To my objection that this would make us an 1nternational probate-court and i

.. law which would enable us. to hand our claims over. to a German agency which-
. would do the work, and the restitutien authorities would be the ones- to.
 determine the right of inheritance. . On January 20 he sent me a ‘draft- of his

proposed amendment to that effect, 3 o ‘ , V_J

PN During our meeting I explalned to h1m the compllcations involved in ‘any s
%~;_}attempt to dissect our claims in an-effort to assign them, T think; that afte“
1ong dlscussion he was finally persuaded that his, proposal was, not fe isible

-

“the restitution law have received full compensation. :The successor organlz
hould then meet any c¢laims by persons who missed the fllzng deadline.’ ,Iﬂ?
'objected to this suggestlon on the grounds that we would have to establlsh'

a politlcal proposit1on the Jewlsh organlzatlons could never aocept thﬁtm.
-responsibility. Here, too, he was persuaded that his suggestlon could not be
accepted. - ) RS ; : ;*‘_ o e :f :

i

»;1aw would be paid in full and the: balance would be. reserved for new clalmants
40 be admitted under the new deadline. I told him that this was a p0881b111ty,
>=falthough I did not think it was as desirable as the one we were proposing.: I,
' :pointed out that although his. suggestion safeguarded the vested expectancy of
. Bz those who flled thelr claims on- time 1t had the deflclencles of providing

'to the Laender for an amount of about 15 milllon DM,
0. buy these back from the Laender, although We mlght negotlate 1t’.
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. Schwarsz suggested that our plan for percentage payments might fit in” Wlth ‘
his. scheme, in that the present claimants plus 5% for the successor organlzatlons
would be a first lien on the 1.5 billion, the new claimants who missed the
deadline would have a second lien for the balance up to 1.5 billlon, and the
successor organizations would have a third. 11en for any remalnlng balance up
to 1,5 billion,

He seemed firm in his conviction that it would be undesirszble for the
Allies to agree that the Germans modify the Convention by divesting persons who -
already had a .fixed expectancy in order to meet demands of other claimants: . He:
said it would be robbing Peter to pay Paul. L

i
C

| agreed that if we could get the German government to pay Paul eeparately »

it would be ideal, but we both felt that this was practlcal impossibility, I 't

. thought Peter should therefore divide equally with Paul, and he thoughmPaul R
‘should: get whatever might be left after Peter had had his fill. - ,3 -

, We both. agreed that the Gennan attempts to also have Peter pay for. the
Reich claims in the French Zone, which the Germans must now pay out of their
own pocket, would be obJectionable. The same was true with regard to the claim

. of restitutors under Art. Ll(3) of Law 59. e

I told Mr.Schwarz that the matter had been discussed with the British .
Foreign Office which was sympathetic to the Jewish proposal. He felt that he
would want to get the position-of the'State Department before dlscuseing the. -
. problem with the other Alliess A long cable was thereupon .drafted eummaruzing” A

‘ our conversation and putting the proposition to the State Department. At the:-
same time I sent you the following cable: ST

‘"HICOG cabling Department for p031tion reReich claims stop Schwarz*" ~

- favors giving present claimants full rights etpaying newcomers out of
, leftovers only stop I have urged acceptance our Paris position stop*_
L Contact Lewis soonest arrange mee‘bing you SyRub:Ln before reply '
dlspatched letter follows".

NI . I think we mnst try to persuade the State Department thet our proposal is

i the better of the two evils. I think Schlwarz would not object to such a reply
. from the State Department but after my having tormn several of his proposals to
pieces, I had to leave him with something beforé going any further. /I have, th
feeling that if I centinue working on him as I intend to do, I'1l. be ;able to -
eventually change his mind, but a push. from the State Department would be most

: helpful . , o ‘ R

Please keep me closely informed of developments since the German draft of
_.the new Dritte Masse Law may be made available to us within the next week, and.
U wWe would want to.meet with the Germans as quickly thereafter as possible. -We:
would not want to press for a solutlon with the Germans which may have no . .
prospect for ratification by the Allied, and therefore it is important to know
;quickly whether the State Department will go along with our p01nt of\vmew. -

i

Cordlally yours

£

| 'BENJAMIN B.F:R@ICZ "

. BBRIe . LT

ce: Kg(3) _ Dr.Goldschmidt T
‘Mr.5.Rubin Dr.Reichmann S S -

. Dr.Kaprallk HSQNR.JJJQEK. . . ' T .

Dr.Lachs
Dr.Meyrowitz
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Cable Address: JOINTDISCO

]ew1sh Restxtutxon Successor Organlz

270 MADISON AVENUE
New York 16, N. Y.

February 23, 19V/

| MEMORANDTM

Tos ‘Maurice M, Boukstein
: Mogses A, Leavitt

From:  Ssul Kagen

_ Attached please find excerpts from Mr. Bubints report
on hig conversation with Mr, Geoffrey lewis on February 4th,

pertaining to our Board of Equity and the bulk settlement
in Berling

SKsbg : 1 Saul Kagan
Enecl, '

T,

. P MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITIEE . AGUDAS ISHAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION . WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS . COUNCIL FCE THE

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY . BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS . CONSEIL

REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE +« CENTRAL BRITISH FUND « JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT

DISTRIBUTION COMMITIEE, INC. « JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. « INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN
IN THE U. S, ZONE OF GEBMANY + ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION

OPERATING AGENTS
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE + AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITIEE. INC. + JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.




© BXTRACT frea Mr. Seymour® sRubin?s repoit-.ccmrsation with Er, Geoffroy
' ktia on ?o\mary &. 1954,

1) ' BOARD OF RQUITY PROBLEMs

fir, Lowis roferred to the feet that numerous claims had boen filed with the
JAS0 after the deadline for the Board of Equity procedure. He refarred to

the fact that the JESO had dono a magnificent job and indicatod that be kmew
that ths desdline bhad several timos been extended. He also indicated that he
vas avere of the fact that a good many of the claims never would have Been

" filed 4in time by the private claimants and that they wore atteampting to get
ﬁ;a the JRSO smthtng vhich they had not been duigent in oleiming for them-
eelves,

Bevartheless, Hr. Iovh edid that 1\‘. s huaved by tho Dopartmnt that thore
vore numercus olains of this sort and it was known to the Department that certain
~ of these olaims had been taken up on behalf of the claimant by Congressmen who
had written to the Department, While Nr, Lowis was aware of ths administrative
difficuliies which might be involved e thought it was not unrsascnsble to ask
the JRSO to reimstitute s Board of Bquily proceduro, and to contimue that pro-
cedure until guch time as the JRSO might have substantially closed down its
owa operating setivities, He suggested that 1f the JRSO were being asked to
stay in operation mercly for the purpose of procesaing ‘these‘ claims, bhe would
consider such a request to bs unressonadble., However, deapite the dilatoriness
of the ¢laimant, if the JRSO was continuing other coperations and would have
staff and persoannel at work in any aase, it 4id not seem unreasornabls to process
the elaims of perscns who believed that their property was held by the JRSO and
that they, rather than the Jeuah Ageucy or the JIC should get the benefit of
that prcperty.

1 pointed cut that tho extensions had besn made several times and that it
seemsd unreasonabls to allow persons who were cozing ia only now, to take
advantage of the work and the labor which had been dons by the JRSO end put
that organization to the ooneiderable extra administrative expense. I also
pointed cut that it was likely that a good many of the more recent claims
were probably unfounded, and that porsons aight be putiing in epeoulative
or other claius more in the hope that something would turn up on to which

- they eould get their bands, than in the expectation that thsy really hed
-well-founded claims to property which had been in the hands of the JRSO,

1 also pointed cut that the Board of Equity prosedure had now besn elosed
down for a peried of almost a yeor and it seemed diffioult to reopen it

at this late date.

Despite these atamnto, Lewis and the others indisated their strong feel-
ing that it vas justifiadle to ask that the Board of Bquity procsdure be
roinstated, While there was no direat reference to the olaims of the
United Stateés government on the JRSO thore was mention of the faot that

- the JRSO bad a certain smount of United States governmont sponscrship.

It was pointed out that no responsibility was essumed by the United States
for §ke acts of the JRS0, dut that nevertheleos some olaimants might feel
that there was some suoh responsibility.
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Levis also asked me to read a letter which had been prepared to be sent to
Saul Eagan or to Bem Ferenos, The latter referred to the Board of Equity

‘problen and stated the view of the U, 8, goverament that it would be

desirable to reinstitute the Board of Equity as a part of tha JRSO
operation, He asked whether it would be appropriate to send such a
lettor at ms tine,

1 suggostod that an easier way of dealing with the situation, which I said
I thought might be a sonewhat diffisult one, would bo to allow me to consult
inforually with the people in the JRSO, and to get a statoment in edvance

* of their views and opinions on this subjesct, At that time, and after I had

received those views, I oculd come baok in the Department and have a further
informal discussfon of the matter with ths people in the State Department,

| . 1 sald that I eould not guarantee anything with respect to the reaction of

the JRSO, bdut that.-I would undertake to bring the arguments which had been
put formard by the Department to the attention of the relevant people on
ita Board, In conolusion I said that I was sure of the desire of everyons
connected with the JRSO to do as porfect equity a8 was possible under the
oireunstances, However, there did eome a limit to the time during uhich
ela!nn could be fned and considered,
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EXTRACT from Mr, Seymour Bubin's repert on his conversation with
Er, Cooffrey Lewis on Pebruary 4, 1994,

THE BULX SETTLEMENT FOR BERLIN,

We had a fairly lengthy discussion on this subjeet, Lewis and Hargolies
reaognized the obvious diffioculties with Bayor Sohreiber, Hargolies also
indicated that he had hed some dricf discusasion on this subject with &,
F. A. 0. Sbhwarts, General Counsel of HIC0G, when he was last in Rarmany,
. Margolies further talked a bit about the operations of Dr, Conant and
pointed out that Dr, Conant was extremely effaective whon he took up &
partioular matter, but that he wvas accustomed to taking up a relatively
few matters rather intensively, rather than spreading himself ower the
entire field of the HICOG operations, As a result, Margoelies believed
that Dr, Gonant wea not as fully briefed on the Berlin §ituation and on
its importance as he might conceivably have been, It was therefore
suggested by Lewis and Margolies that they would get a letter off to

ir, Porkman in Berlin and also to Dr, Conant, They would, in such a
letter emphasise the importance of the Berlin Bulk settlement, They
would also stress the faot that bulk settlements had been reached with all
of the lander, at least in the Amorican Zome. Although they felt the
landers, so fir as Borlin was concerned, were real finanoial problems
which should not be minimised, they undertook also to point ocut that

at the time that the bulk settlements were reached with the lander of
the Anerican Zone, similar financial problems existed, ‘l'hoy promised to
got Such a letter off as soon as posaible,

132651°2



- ease. of the Juedische Gemeinds.Augsburg v. JRSO. Dr,, Klibansky and
‘Dr. Neuland appeared on behalf of -the Genelnde.qg’gx_

. that when the Jewish community was incorporated into the Reichsvéereinigung = .
i 1t was in fact dissolved: within he meaning ef the Milltary Government. 1aw.
. "This cenclusion was . conveyed. not to condone. the, ;Nazi actien, but to record

~an historical fact which could nat be wished away, any more than the

QAﬁr@7§eul Kagan = .
JRSO = New York . A » JRSO Hq. letter #1925
P - l95 ; 6

Aon the same spot and prosecuted the murderers of a. mlllmon_Jews, .and now ‘had’

icommunity was issuing in l9hl, and these T threw back’ at ‘him by’ analysing
_their.contents., The prohiblted Jews from using the public telephones or-

1'The persons signing the decrees inserted "Israel" in theé’ middle of . their R

‘the British Zone which were exactly on point . and in our- favor, and six*:

-izations; and compared them with the responsibility of the present 22 Jew:
- Augsburg inhabitants, of whom only seven males;had been in Augsburg before
'~ Hitler,  Since there were 1203 ornginal Jewish inhabltante, oVer 98% Were
"-fscettered over the world, or;gone. .

'7'preserve their cultural heritage.;
_ppermit such a luxuny.

‘judgemeqt. ¢ :
”social needs in the futune, as<we haA in th past and'the

was- never. dissolved, ethe n.:

- HEADOUARTERS"
JEWISH RESTITUTION successon ORGANIZATION '
APO 6% A - .. U S. ARMY

P.&LACE OF JUST!CE NURNBERG e

gaazo o

. .‘_’.,(

ww -

‘Dear Saul:

On the léth of Februany ‘the Court of Restitution Appeals hoard the -

~

: T opened the case by - expre531ng my regret at the fact that Iﬁhad stood’

as’ my adversary the survivors of a Jewish' communlty.w I.traged most of the
lorig history of five years of . fruitless negetlations in attempts to reach a
settlement with Augsburg, including their manwuvres behind ouf'hack tb S
fain the propertles on the’ strength of false statements. e Dok
. The court was primarlly interested in the law and for that reason I
analysed the wording of Law’ 59. 1ncluding the expressions of intentidn on’

the part &f the legislator. Three declsions of CORA were cited to prove' g RO

persecutlon of the Jews could. be denled._"ﬂix:\

Neuland had:cited in hlS brief various dlrectives which the Jewish

public transportation and warned them not, to conceal their stars of" David. ;1;

names., I pointed out that these decrees were not the acts of a Jewish e
commnity, and that ‘the members of the incorporated Reich Association even
lacked the power to use their: own names, I also cited three decisions 'in.

decisions of the Frénch Zone supportlng our legelargument., I explained. R
the membership of the JRSO and thé functions of each’of our member organ-.

W‘”would contlnue te be! concerne“‘eb

continues to exlst as lgeg g1t has 10 male members, and therefote Aq;burge

vNE e
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L }Ie had taken up a crusade against the JRSO when he lea.rnad ,that we
-~ - refused to accept the obligations which go with the acceptance of Oemeinde

: 'property, and that in fact the Gemeinden had no voice in JRSO affairs .
- , because we refused to pay their passage to the U;Si He argued that in. the

R other zdnes satisfactory agreements were reached with the Gemeinden which

were caitent to see the property go to the successor organiza‘aions ; and S
therefore ths decisions there had not been contested since the Gemeinden N
retained full eontrol in conhection with distribution, - The JRSO, however,

‘was a bird of a dlf.ferent color which had tmed to selze the assets for

itself.

- There was a masqnable amount of beating the air and beating the breast,
but not asmuch as T had expected, and all in all the presentat:r.on was not too .
bad.

N

Dr, Neuland then-took the floor with a recital of Bavarian decrees s
=" dating back to 1800, I was soon so bored that I lost all interest, and if
. he said anything more I am not aware of it. It was really a pathatic
. ’ performance since the old man kept giving the court the wrong answers svery =~
o 1 time they tried to bring him back to the subject. His was a very sad plea

indeed. - R ' -

2

In general the court was rather good. They were a bit concarned about
‘ the legal validity of the Bavarian decree of 1947 saying that the Gemeinde
had never ceased to exist. I explained that a German Ministry could not be
given power to legislate contrary to Allied laws in a reserved field, and
-1 think they were fairly satisfied. Their manner was good and they made it
clear that they were concemed with the legal problems only and could not
1 ; : Judge or participate in any problems concerning the distribution of- -funds
. t disputes comnected with it. They were not swayed:by the emgtionalzsm
] ggve aries, and told me on rebuttal that. I could just skip any reply to it.

" Deelsion will be handed down in a month er two. I dontt ldke to count,
o chickens bafore they are hatched but I th:\_nk this one is in the bag.

Cordlally yours ,

N

BENJAMIN B.FERENCZ.

- : BBF.le

: JJJ

Dr.K reut,zberger
- Mr,Rice .

Mr,Grossmann:
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-unzform judgmen g, rule

-’property of the aforesaid former Jewish communities. e L

S ’imwxs" RES‘I‘I‘I‘UTION succmsscm ORGANIZATION"’"
(*ﬁjw’ | 20 Madiaon Avenue '
Do - “”‘New York 16 N Y.‘ L

b s 8, 295

To: . Eiecutive Connitted

hé Branche Francaise ‘de la Jewieh Trust’

Corporation for’ Germeny only was vested ‘with restitution claime after ,:

>
» former Jewish communities 1n the French Zone.:f" AR -u'ffﬁuﬂ°ﬂ

[RR IO .“, e a i e

The present Jewieh communities of Mainz and Koblenz as well as the .
Israelitische Kultusvereinigung of Rheinland Pfalz ‘had claimed the
suceéssorship to the former. Jewish communities of Bingen, Partenheim,
Alzey, Nieder-Wiesen, Rodalbén and Ahrweiler (all not,re-constituted) amd
had made settlements with the restitutors of. property formerly owned by
those six former Jewieh communities. The . settlements had been confirmed o
by the presidents of the respective Restitution Chambers,

e The High Commiesioner 'for the French Zone;! by ampetition to the Court,
had applied to set aside the sevéral: settlements‘confirmad by the. presidents
of ‘the. respective Restitution Chambers. and. to. send the cases back to those
chambers,. ‘because. the Branche Francalse de la Jewish Trust Corporation for.
Germany was exclusively vested with restitution claims concerning the

By six different Judgmentsithe Rastatt Court granted the High Commissipn-

érts. :eformation, quashed the orders of the presidents of the Restitution

:de; facto dissolution ; as'eufficient
o, ={ though; betauseé of "1 eanullity of: the Nazi measures {vipldating; the .
VfA.Ordre Public, their dissolution was not valid in 1aw) As, however,
. ‘thése. communities: hed i1ost thedr: capacity to.act. and-had: not,left any

' successor;at: thewtimewof.euch loas\in Was: isuch; de-Tacto-dissolution
,which,(together with the absgencetof a'siccessor: .at-that: time; was the

-+ -necéssary and” eufficient requiedte for the 1egal title. of the successor.
iorganizetion.
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You will remember that in our Augsburg case our opponents made

- reference to an order of the Bavarian Kultusministerium by which

~the present’ &ugsburg community was recognized as bearer of rights
formerly vested in the original. Augdbung :{Jewish community.

d) The provisions of the occupation statute prevaile& ;over&4nd. gg&inst e
all regulations of the German. laender.

e) Even congideration of equity did not call for a different view in
«- - favor of - Jewish ¢ommunities or:.Landesverbaendé because only few of-
the members ‘of - the former’ communitiee had. returhed to-.Germany:. where—
fore it was not. inequitable if the legialator agsigned.: the. preperty ek
_of the parished. Jewish organizations to a trust corporation which . -
had to distribute such property for the bensfit not- only: of:Jews.,
remained .in ‘or returned. to“Germany but ‘also of .thosé amigratedtfrom ot
Germany, "in“particular as the'trust corporation would, ‘in-all prob-.-
ability, leave to the newly erected :communities’ objects serving
‘<cu1tural purposes (cemeteries, synagogue plots, etc.}

" solKagan . il

e . T -




AT

ST

MINUTES
. JRSO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

October 9, 1953

Present: Mr, Monroe Goldwater, Presiding .
Mr. Frederick Borchardt, Council of German Jews
Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein, JAFP
Mr, David Glickman, AJC
Ir. Solomon Goldsmith, Agudas
Mr, Moses A. Leavitt, AJDC
Dr. Nehemiah Robinson, JC
Mr, Saul Kagan, Secretary

Dr. Rudolph Callmann

Dr. Bugene Hevesi

Dr. Herrmen Muller

Mr. Eric M. Yarburg

1) Progress report on bulk settlement negotiations, Mr. Kagan pointec

out that the hopes of a speedy bulk .settlement in Berlin had been dimmed by
the death of Mayor Reuter, who had been the most active supporter of such
a settlement in his government. DNeogitations had been proceeding and
Mzyor Reuter had been on the verge of appointing a special committee to deal

~ with this problem, Now new contacts will have to be made with the acting

Mayor and the possibility of new elections creates further uncertainties.

Mr. Kagan also reported that difficulties had been encountered with
the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde, which had put forward very exaggerated demands
for municipal subsidies and which threatened to block bulk settlements
unless its demands were met., Negotiations have taken place with the com-
munity leadership and the community agreed to modify its demands to a
rcre reasonable level, In view of the fact thet the negotiations with the
City of Berlin will now suffer a delay, there is no immediate need for the

recutive Committee to consider at this time the additional arrangments
with the Berlin Jewish community. ' '

As regards a settlement of JRSO claims against the Reich, it was
understood that no actual settlement could take place until the German

* Tarliament had enacted the requisite legislation, which it was committed

to do, assuming Reich liabilities up to a total of 1% billion DM, However,
in recognition of the fact that the eventual obligation was clear, the
Ministry of Finance has agreed to explore the extent of its obligation

. to. the successor organization and experts have begun to examine the records. -

Mr. Kagan pointed out that in both cases the chances for an early
settlement are dim. As regards the amounts inyplved, Mr. Kagan stated that
no definite amounts could be named., As a general indication he pointed
out that the sum which the successor organizations demanded in Berlin was
75 million DM, of which the JRSO share would be not ‘more than 40%. Uith
regard to the Reich claims, the figures were even less definite,

Mr, Xagan also stated that most of the professional staff of the

- JRE0 had been shifted to Berlin, in order to accelerate the program there.

ot 00T 326524
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Mr. Boukstein stated that before the discussion should move on to
the next item on the agenda, he would like to call the attention of the
meeting to a letter which had been written by an officer of the corporation
and which had been circulated to members of the Executive Committee on
September 9th. . He pointed out that this letter stated that the appropri-
atiors made by this Executive Committce had been made ultra virecs, He felt
that such a statement by a member of the Board must be challenged by the
Exccutive Committee., He also felt that a sccond letter by the member of
the Board of October 8th, which had bcen circulated to the members of -

hie Exocutive Committee, dld not meet the objections to the first letter,
since it inercly went on to state that not all of the allocations madc by
the Exccutive Committer had been ulira vires, Mr., Boukstein stated that he
wues prepared to defer discussion of this point if the Chairman so ruled,
but that in that case it should be fully discussed at the next meeting

of the ancutive Committee,

Mr, Borchardt reiterated his request for full financial statements
of the JRSO and the operating agents, He was informed that at the forth-
coming ‘annual mcoting of the JREC there would be available an audited
statement for the JRSO as of December 31, 1952, as well as a current,
unaucited financial report.

i The representatives of the Council of Jows from Germany pointed out
that it was the basic position of .their group that the funds recovered by
JRE0 should be used exclusively for the needs of German Jcus, and that
their demand for a 20% share had been a compromise demand.

It was dccided to refer this whole problem to the next meeting of
the Exscutive Committee,

2) Application of Help & Roconstruction. Mr. Goldwater pointed

ocut that information regarding that application had been circulated to

all members of the Committee., Help & Reconstruction had worked out an
grrungement with the Hebrew Heme for the Aged in Riverdale, whereby Help
& Reconstruction would pay to the Home $BOO 000,in return for which the
Home would provide accommodations for 50 nersons referred to the Home
by Help and Reconstruction over a period of 10 years. Mr, Goldwater pointes
cut that Mr, Eric Warburg was prescnt and would be happy to answer questions
by the members of the Committce.

Mr. Leavitt inquired what demands would be placed by the Riverdale
Heme for the Aged on ;ersons which would be admitted to the home on bbhalf
of Holp & Reconstruction, He pointed out that it was customary for all
such homes to require that all persons admltted to the home sign over
all their assets and expectations to the home, in order to help defray

the cost of their accommodationm in the home., He felt that since Help &

Reconstruction would be contributing the sum of $300,000 toward the
upheep of 50 persons for a ten-year period, the agreement should.also
contain some provision, limiting the contributlon which would be required
from the 1nd1v1duals involved, ‘Mr. Warburg stated that this matter would

o/
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be taken up with the representatives of the Home .’

It was the unanimous decision of the Executive Committce to allocate
the sum of $200,000 to Help & Reconstruction for the purpose of caring for
50 nged persons through the Hebrew Home for the Aged in Riverdale, subject
to approval of the agreement which would be concluded between Help & Re=-
construction and the Home., It was understood that help & Reconstruction
would raise $100,000 through other sources, It was also understood that
the money could not be made available 1mmed1ately, but that it would be
paid within a period of one year, '

3) Other Business. Mr. Borchardt requested that the roquost of th3

Gouncil .of Jews from Germany for a 20% share of JRSO proceeds be placed
on the agenda for the next meeting of the Exccutive Committes.
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- Cable Address: JOINTDISCO | | | LExington 2-5200

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization

270 MADISON AVENUE
New York 16, N. Y.

‘ ME MORANTIUM
To: B, Rdodph. Beldsizis
- Mr, Moses A, Leavitt
s From: Saul Kagan -
! _— - Re: | Neeting with Minister President Rhard of Bavaria

1) A meeting with Dr. Bhard has been get for 11:30 on July 9th at the
Waldorf Astorla. I would suggest that we meet at 11:15 in the lobby of the
Waldorf near the Park Avenue entrance, There are two problama for discuesion:

a) Support by the representatives of Land Ba.varia in the Bundesrat
(Upper House) of the Federal Indemnification Law.

b) Payment of the balance on the JRSO bulk settlement.

2) The Federal Indemnification Law will de on the agenda of the Bundes-
rat at its July 17th meeting., There ig a real danger that amendments will de
proposed which, if po:sed, will require further action by the Bundestag, which
may or may not reconvene before the elections, The Laender may desire to shift
a larger share of the cost of the Federal Indemnification Law to the Federal
Treasury., The draft passed by the Bundestag provides that the Laender shall
bear the financlal responaidbility for all compensation payable to persons who
resided within their territory. The Laender are further expected to contribdbute
; 156 of the cost of compensation to persecutees fmm areas outaide of the: terri—
: : tory of the I‘ederal Bepublic. '

I believe that we must plead for the passage of the law ‘ny the Bnnd.asrat
in 4ts present form in order oot to jJeopardisze its final enactment. In view
.of the faet that the Fedesral Government and the Laender negotiate anmally
agreements on the distribution between them of the revenue from certain taxes,
it should de possible for the Laender to adjuet their grievances in connection
with this law without endangering the present kgislation,

3) The following quotation from Ben Ferencz's letter sets forth"our prob-
lem with regpect to the payment of the balance on the JED bulk settlement:

x "First of all the organizations might thank him for the bulk settle-
Red : ment which was made with Bavarie, 80 that he is avars of the fact that

: MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS fover/
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . RGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION' WORLD JEWISH CONGHRESS . COUNCIL FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY v BOARHD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS . CONSEIL

REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE +« CENTRAL BRITISH FUND + JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE +«  AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. - JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC, + INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER RULTUSGEMEINDEN
IN THE U. S. ZONE OF GERMANY +« ANGLO.JEWISH ASSOCIATION

. OPERATING AGENTS -
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE + AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMIITEE, INC., « JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

326527



http:LaeD.d.er

PR P
yose

1
/

. the agreement had international 1mp11cationa.’ Second of all, there is a

l4ttle problem in connection with that settlement, to wit, Land Bavaria
still owes us 2,2 million DM which they are not only refusing to ray,
but are counter claiming for an additional 1 million DM on the basis of
overpayment, disputed claims, equity cases, eto. We are still in the
process of negotisting this dispute with the Bavarians and the issue has
not yet ecome to a clear head, If Bhard can come back and tell his boys
that they should not quibbls over trifles, aince the matter is politi-
cally important, it might be very helpful, In general, all the organiza-
tions have to tell him is that, with much reluctance, they agreed to a
final settlement of only 19 million DM (20 minus 1 for all d.eductiona).
yet only less than 17 million has been given or credited to us, The or-
ganigations should express their amazement at Bavariafs action in with
holding the balancs, and urge Ehard to instruct his staff to take a
generous or libersl view during the subsequent negotiations with the
JRS0. Since the lssues are not yet orystallised, I don't think we wught

o belsbor him with detaile,®
Seul Ka%/

SK :AUN
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COPY

. HEADQUARTERS
" JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION -
APO 696 A : U.S.ARMY |
' PALACE OF JUSTICE NURNBERG S
, 1 July, 1953
Mr., Saul Kagan

JRSO - New York | JRSO Hq. letter 1730
: ' Files 1570-Berlin o
CONFIDENTIAL Y ‘e;»».

Dear Saul,

Yesterdey Dr. Weis, Dr, Tuch and I saw Mayor Reuter in connection
with our proposed bulk settlement, Before the meeting I carefully re- .
viewed all of our facts and figures to see whether we could not make some
adjustments in order to meet the objections indiceted by the Finanz
Sengtor. We prepared a one-page memo, copy of which is attached,
indicating that we removed some of the objectionable categorles of cla
guch as Beich claims and substltuted some others,

Our original request for 364 million DM to cover our claims for
real estate was reduced to 29 million DM to reflect the existence of
mortgages and encumbrances which we subtracted in the final figureo

Our flgure of 5 million DM for existing bus1ness in Berlin o

[

- remained the same, although the. substantlatlon was rather theoretical.t

expressed special interest in thxs category durlng our flrst’
him,

which we were prepared to turn over to the. City.' We also 1ncluded th
DM which we are claimlng for our 1ndemn1flcat10n clalms. ’
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- after his staff as soon as he had studled the matter himself, He promised to
devote all the necessary time to it within the next few days and he hoped to
be able to set up a new meeting with his staff, under his chalrmanshlp, within
the next 10 days or so. In the meanwhile he would be in touch with us if he
had any questions about the memoranda, and he would let us know as quickly as
a meeting could be arranged.ﬂ

There is no doubt that Reuter is concerned about public opinion abroad,
He mentioned the fact that Mr, Kellogg (self-styled president, who I believe
parades under the cloak of the Association of Former European Jurists) hed been
in to see him about some indemmification claims, and that after reviewing the
problems with Reuter Kellogg declared that he was going bhack to America to
inform the public that Berlin was doing all that was humanly possible. I did
not disabuse the Mayor by telling him that Mr. Kellogg spoke only for lr. Kellogg,
but pointed to the fact that the JRSO had thus far received nothing from Berlin.
We both agreed that it was too early to talk about the method for payment of the
final settlement sum- and neither of us seemed to feel that this would be a
major problem. o

Reuter also volunteered the happy piece of news that he had receantly
received a letter from the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde repeating their usual compla-nts
against the JRSO, This was apparently done incconnection with the Gemeinde
request for an annual subsidy for over 500,000 DM which, I gather, they justify
by erying that the JRSO has taken away all of their prooerty. After our meeting
with Reuter I spoke to Galinski about this and he, of course, violently denied -
ever having breathed a word which might constitute an adverse reflection on
the JRS0, 1In almost the same breath he suggested that we give them a certain
percentage of whatever we receive from the bulk settlement in addition to our
previous commitments., This suggestion I studiously ignored and tried to impress
upon Herr Galinski the importance of a less destructive attitude, particularly
in view of the fact that we had reached full agreement on all common problems.,

He repeated his assurances of loyalty and devotion., I picked up the check for
lunch, ‘

We also had occasion to call upon Dr. Hirschfeld, who, as you know,
gecompanied Reuter on his Stateside visit. This was merely a courtesy call
to thank Hirschfeld for his interest, and of course to request continued
interest and support, and to tell him about our meeting with Reuter. He seemed
pleased and sent his best regards to Mr., Held, Mr, Estrin and said he was
waiting to see George Silver., Since I don't know who Silver is I just let
him wait, Please convey the appropriate messages to the appropriate people,

Jeanette Wolf was out of town and could not be seen, as was the case
'wlth Ernst Lemmer. I also tried to see the Finanz Senator Dr. Haas, but he
was in the midst of a parliamentary debate and promised to call me back., I
left before his call came in. Since I expect to be in Berlin again within
the next 10 days we will try to see all of these people that time,

It is too early to form a definite opinion, but the initial indications

for a bulk settlement are not unfavorable.

Cordially yours,
/s/
BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ
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TRANSLATION

~ June 30, 1953

Dr. W/cz

Memorandum concerning the Assets of the Sugcessor Organizations

which are to be Subject of an Agreement with Berlin

Claims for immovable assets

Aryanized business enterorlses wnlch are
still 1n existence

Mbrtgages

Furniture acquired by Berlin from rersons who
had their residence in the vresent area of West
Berlin, for which the restitution claim is
therefore directed against Berlin

Confiscation of gold, silver and jewely insofar
as they were disposed of by the Berlin Pawnshop

and insofar as they were delivered by residents

of Yest Berlin

Immovable oropertj already in possession
of the successor organlzatﬂong in the
present value of

Claims under the Indemnification Law for the
destruction and damage of synagogues and
cultural objects

20,000,000, -

DM

DM 5.000.,000.-
DM 1.000,000.-
DM  2.300,000,-
DM 20.000.000.-
DM 3.000,000,-
DM 12000000000_
DM 72,300,000,
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Cable Address:; JOINTDISCO ~ ' LExington 2-5200
" Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
270 MADISON AVENUE |

New York 16, N. Y.

MEMORANDOM

To: - " Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein
Mr., Moses A. Leavitt

Froms Saul Kagan
Subject: Logistic 3upport to the JRI

We have bean trying to retain the existing offices and
quarters in the U.S. Zone and we are also trying to preserve the
gtatus of ocur Allied staff so as not to subject them to German
eriminal and civil jurisdiction. :

The attached letter from Mr., Wolfe, the Executive
Director of the U.S. High Commission to the Army, is a hopeful
development. We mist now ewait the feaction of the Army. Should
the Army react unfavorably, it may become necessary to meke re-
presentations in Washington.
N
— [

Saul K&gan
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COPY; AFO 80, Bonn
April 16, 1953
Doar Gensral O'Ne1ll:

. We have Just recelved word from the Department of State that a coordinated
State-Army reply is being prepared in respect to CINCUSAHEUR telegram, S5X-2980,
March 17, 1953. In view of the possibility of a final decision on the overall
Policy concerning logistic support for private organizations and individuals, we
have reviewed the listing of those involved andi feel that we should now urge a
reconsidoration of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization.

The JBSO organization was originally created in collaboration with the De- A
partment of State for the purpose of fulfilling certain U.S. restitution objaotives.‘ .
‘In this capacity it is continuing to perform certain functions of direct interest
to the U,S, Government in Germany, Therefore, we would like to urge that JR3O be
continued on the list of U.S. official agencies and accredited for logistic support
under the following condition'm

1, JRSO will asgume full raeponsihility for the employment and payment of all
of ita German rersonnel, :

2, JRSO will assume full responsibility for the contimuation and payments of
 its own telecommunications, surplies, travel and miscellaneous requirements,

3. USAREUR will continus making available to JESO and its non-German per-
" sonnel all other facilities gredently provided, including use of requ-
sitionsd property upon payment ‘of rent at rates. similar to those applied
to other comparable requisitioned propertieu in the area., -

L, USAHEUR will eontinue personnel support as outlined under WReviged Per-
* sonnel Support™ in General Eddy's letter of l!a.rch 10, 1952, .

5. Arrangements prgs_ently applicable for JRSO in Berlin will continue,

Sincerely,

@lenn G, Wolfe
- Executive Director

Brigadier General Edward J, L!'Feill,
Deputy Chief of Staff for Administration,
Headquarters, U.S. Army, Europe,
APO L02, U,S. Army,.
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