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E3TATE OF ADOLPH BARGBOER

On December 4, 1950, vwe wrote to the Nederlandsche
Bank to the effect that the following documents previously re-
questsd have not yet been received:-
1. Certificate of Heirship
2. Duly authorized coples of wills of decendents, if
any
3. Duly certifled death certificate of each decedent
and coples of the court deerees duly certifiled
vith respect to each decedent in the event they
died in a congcentration camp
4. Duly executed powers of attorneys from each beneficiary.
In his letter to us dated Dscember 1, 1950, Notaris
Van der Bergh, advised us that the above-mentioned documents are
not yet obtainable.
We are agaln communicating with Notaris Van der Bergh
in an effort to expedite the execution of the aforesaild documents

and to have them forwarded to us at his earliest opportunity.
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ESTATES OF L. S, BARTELS and ADELE LEEWIN-BARTEIS

On December 11, 1948, the Guaranty Trust Company of
New York, 130 Broadway, New York, N. Y,, paid over the balance
of the account held for the above-named decedents to the Office
of the Public Administrator, New York County, at which time the
eash balance amounted to $13,987.85.

In our letter to you dated December 4, 1950, we had
explained the great difficulty with which we vere faced in this
case, owing principally to the voluminous number of predeceased
heirs, ameunt to a total of 64. We have finally obtained a cer-
tificats of inheritance from Notarls J, D. Overberg, Sarpathistraat,
5, Amsterdam, Holland, with respect to the decedents referred to.
As vas reported previously, the Public Administrator of New York
County was duly appointed to act on behalf of the above-named
decedents and until it can be established that there are next-of-
kin surviving these decedents, the funds will remaln subject to
his jurisdiction and control.

In the letter of the Nederlandsche Bank, dated December
14, 1950, to us, it was stated that the deaths of 9 absentees were
still to be entered into the Registry of Civil Statisties and
that the matter was taken up with the Committee at the Hague 1n
order to expedite the death entry decrees of the above-mentioned
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absentees, We are still awaiting the powers of attorney
and designations from several of the individual beneficiaries,
vhich documents are, of course, required before we can proceed

on their behalf,

We have powers of attorneys duly executed by the followir
benef' iclaries:-

Jeanette Loonstein-Bartels

Annie Kat-Bartels

Meyer Polak

Jeanette Bartels

We have been in toush with the attorney for the Public
Adminiatrator of New York County, who advises that after we have
recelved the powers of attorney and have been designated to act
on behalf of all the beneficlaries interested in these funds
that it will be necesasary for Mr, Paul L. Weiden to institute a
proceeding as attorney-in-fast for the various beneficlaries in
order to obtain a release of the fund from the hands of the Public
Administrator and/or the City Treasurer of the City of New York.
In such a proceeding we would be faced with the difficulty of es=
tablishing the deaths of all the predeceased heirs, which would
mean & voluminous amount of work and documentary evidence to be
prepared and presented to the Surrogate's Court at a formal

hearing to be held for that purpose.

_2<
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We shall give you a further report of the progress of

this matter.

We proposed to Notaris J. D.
handle this matter on behalf of the
contingency fee arrangement of 20%,

Overberg that we would
individual heirs on &
considering the difficul-~

ties of the case. We have not as yet received a reply.
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ESTATES OF ABRAHAM de BEER and
SARAH de BEER nee TEIXEIRA de MATTOS

We have submitted to Willem Daniel de Beer, Judith
Duveen de Beer and Hanna Hammelburg de Beer, the final ascounting
of Mr. Paul L. Weiden, as Ancillary Administrator, together with
roceipts and releases to be executed upon thelr approval of the

entire account.

The beneflciaries have requested further information
vith respect to certain deductions made for this estate and a
detailed report referring to the speciflic items requested will
be sent to them under separate cover. A copy of this report
vill be forwarded to you for your records.

After we have received the consent of clients to
the account and the duly executed receipts and releases, this
estate will be closed by a final distribution to each of the
beneficiaries and Mr. Weiden obtaining a release from his bond
as Ancillary Administrator.
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ESTATE OF WILLEM BLOM

We have conferred with your New York Agency with
respect to obtaining further information concerning the loca-
tion of any assets belonging to this decedent located in the
United States and more specifically in the State of New York.
We had been informed that the estate of the above-named dece-
dent located in New York involves $50,000 in cash and securi-
ties valued at approximately $10,000 allegedly with the National
City Bank of New York.

We contacted the National City Bank of New York to
determine whether they hold an account in the individual name
of the decedent or whether he 1s a Joilnt owner of an asccount
in their branch with some other individual. They advised us
that they hold no such account for Willem Blom.

We have been unable to make any further progress
in this matter, since the date of our last report for the
reason that we have been unable to obtain more definite inform-
tion with respect to the actual loeatlion of the property of this
decedent in this country.
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ESTATE OF JULIUS B. BUSACK

As reported to you in our letter of March 5, 1951,
wve forwarded to each of the beneficlarles, namely, Mr. Peter
Benfley, 13 Greencroft Gardens, London, N.W. 6, England, and
Mrs. Louise Levy nee Busack of 439 St, Kilda Rd. Melbourne,
Australia, the forms of receipts and releases together with
the final account of Paul L. Weiden, as Anoclllary Administrator
of the above estate, coples of which were forwarded to you for

your records.

We also requested specific instructions from each of
the above-named beneficiaries with respect to the payment of the
assets held by Br. Weiden in this estate account.

As previously stated, we trust the distribution wiill
be made in accordance with the suggestion in our letter of
March 4, 1949 by making payment to one of the authorized Dutch
exchange banks liaving a United 3tates correspondent.

As soon as we recelve the duly executed receipts and
releases and the instructlons of the beneficilaries, the estate
account will then be closed out. All federal and New York tax
proceedings have been completed.,
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ESTATE OF CONSTANT COHEN

This estate account eoansists of a cash secount \’r:l.th,

the Natlonal €1ty Bank of New York in the amount of $13,571.00.

All doeuments for ths estate have been submitted to us
by Notaris de Greef, Eusebius Buitensingel 1%, Arnhem, Holland.

All papers and t;ho petition for the appeinting of an
ancillary administrator have been prepared and are being sub-
mitted to the Swurrogate's Court of Nev York County and publica-
tion of the Citation feor this estate is being made.
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ESTATE OF ISIDOOR COHEN

The formal final accounting by Mr. Paul L, Weiden,
as Anoillary Administrator, C.T.A., of the above-named estate
covering tha period from November 28, 1950, the date upon which
he received the funds in his capacity as Ancillary Administra-
tor, C.T.A. to January 10, 1951, the date of the final acoounting,
has been submitted to the 9 beneflclaries of the estate of this
decedent, together with final receipts and releases to be execu-
ted upon approval of the entire account.

We have recelved the duly executed partial receipts
and releases from each of the beneflclaries based upon the partial
distribution of $8,000 made on January 10, 1951, as set forth on
Schedule C of the final accounting, a copy of which was forwarded

to you and to your New York Agency.

We have made a further distribution of $2,000 on
February 27, 1951 by payment of a check in that amount to your
New York Agency, making a total distribution of $10,000 for this
estate. There remasins a distributable balance in the hands of
the Anciilary Administrator, C.T.A. with the Guaranty Trust
Company of New York, in the amount of $381.62, which sum will
bé paid to the beneflelaries in proportion to thelir respective
shares upon receipt of the final receipts and releases from said
beneficiaries, Payment of the $381.62 will then close out this

account .
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ESTATE OF NMAURITS COHEN

The assets of this estate consist of a cash account
vith ths National City Bank of New York in the amount of
approximately $25,500.00 in addition to a securities ascount
vith that bank having a value of approximtely $13,500.00.

Hotaris J. H. de Greef, Eusebius Bultensingel 1%,
Arnhem, Holland, has submitted to us all the nesessary docu-
_ments for this estate, We have now prepared the petition
and all other papers necessary for the proceeding to have the
ancillary administrator appointed by the Surrogate's Court of
New York County. Publication of the Citation will now be made.
We shall keep you advised as to the position of this matter as
it progresses,

328210
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E3TATE OF URI FILIPPUS COHEN

The assets of this estate consist of & ocash ascount
in the amount of approximtely $3,285.00 in the decedent's
name with the National City Bank of New York.

Miss Vrouwke Ammlia Cohen, residing in Durban, South
Africa 1s the sole person entitled to the assets held in this
estate In accordance with the Certificate of Inheritance duly
executed by Hotg.ria Maurits West in Amsterdam, Holland and
dated June 2hth, 1949; |

This matter is one that may possibly be settled by
filing a surety bond with the bank in lieu of aneillary a.dmin-
istration: In this regard we have contacted Mr. P, M. Schuyt
of Haarlem, Holland, Doilfijnstraat 42, Holland, vho 1is the
attorney-in-ract for the aforesaid ¥rs. Amalia Cohen, in order
to obtain all the necessary documents and a power of attorney
authorizing Mr. Paul L. Weilden to aet on behalf of Mrs. Cohen
for the settlement of this estate. We have not yet received
a reply from Mr, Schuyt and have written to him recently to
obtain this information.

328211
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ESTATES OF PAUL JOSEPH DANBY and
ROSA GOLDSTEIN NEE DANBY
The assets of these estates consist of a cash
account in the amount of $3,398.75 at the Manufacturers Trust

Company of New York.

The Citation upon the petition of Mr Paul L. Weiden
for ancillary letters of administration was returnable on
September 15, 1950, and the matter was set down for a formal
hearing before the Surrogate's Court on November 28, 1950
The attorney for the Public Administrator of New York County
was also present at this formal hearing, at which time the
proofs of death and other documentary evidence was presented
in evidence before the Surrogate. Subsequent to the formal
hearing, a decision was made by the Surrogate of New York County
accepting the evidence presented as proof that the decedents
died prior to the date of the filing of the petition of Mr. Paul
L. Weiden and directing that a decree be presented and submitted.
Such decree was duly prepared and submitted to the Surrogate for
signature. His decision is awaited momentarily, at which time
Mr. Weiden will be duly appointed as Ancillary Administrator
and an estate account can be established 1n such name. The
New York State tax proceedings are being prepared to exempt the

estate from tax. They cannot be submitted to the court or to the

328212
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State Tax Commission however, until after the formal appoint-
ment of Mr. Welden 1s completed since he mskes the petition to
exerpt the estate from tax in his capacity as Ancillary Adminis-

trator.

We shall keep you advised of the progress of this
mtter.

328213
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ESTATE OF 3. H. I.ENGEISMAN

The assets of this estate consiat of a cash acoount
with the Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 140 Broadway,
Nev York, N. Y. having a cash balance of $1,854.

All doocuments and letters of instructions, together
with a surety bond, vere flled with the Guaranty Trust Company
in order to obtaln distribution of this account without formal
ancillary adainistration. |

On January 30, 1951, the Guaranty Trust Company of
New York advised us that in accordance with the instructions
submitted and based upon the dooumentary evidence delivered to
them, they have céaplied with the Instruetions of the client
and have paid an amount of $325 to our order for professional
services and disbursements and the remaining balance of $1529
vas oredited to the ascount of the DeTwentche Bank, Utrecht,
Holland, with the Guaranty Trust Company, for the account of
Joseph Nathan Engelsman and Bernard Mestriz,

This estate aeeount has now been completed.

328214
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ESTATE OF ALFRED FRANK

The assets of this estate consist of a ocash account
with the National City Banlk, Farmers PTrust Branch, in the amount
of $6,505.84,

On Oectober 27, 1950, the formal court hearing wvas
held before the Surrogate of New York Gounty, at which time the
attorney for the Public Administrator of the County of New York
also appeared and formel proofs of death together with all other
documentary evidence vas presented in evidence before the Surro-
gate and he subsequently flled a declslon and made his findings
to the effect that the above-named decedent died prior to June
12, 1950, the date upon which the petition hereln was filed and
ancilllary letters of administration were duly issued to Mr. Paul
L. Welden on January 25, 1951 and the bank aceount has been es-
tablished in the name of the estate at the National City Bank of
New York.

The New York tax proceeding will now be prepared and
submitted and 1t® expected that we will be able to effect a
partial distribution shortly after the New York tax proceedings
have been completed.

We shall keep you advised as to the progress of this

estate.,
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ESTATE OF MAURITS VAN GELDER

The assets of this estate consist of a cash accqunt _
with the Guaranty Trust Company, 140 Broadway, New York, N. Y.
having a cash balanece of $10,705.89.

This decedent dled a natural death and we have obtalned
the death certiflcate, a certificate of Inheritance and the
death certificates of all persons mentioned in the certificate
of inheritance as the predeceased heirs of this decedent,

We have also recelved a copy of the Last Will and
Testament of this decedent and‘it appears that one‘of the bene-
flclaries of this will, namely, Abraham Van Gelder, predeceased
this decedent. Abraham Van Gelder was not mentioned iIn the
certificate of inheritanee., All papers in the proceeding for
the appointment of an ancillary administrator in the Surrogate's
Court of New York County have been prepared and we must also
submit in addition thereto a death certificate of Abraham Van

Gelder for the court's records, He is the only person concerned
in this estate who dled in a concentration camp. In view of the

fast that Abraham Van Gelder predeceased this decedent, we shall
attempt to obtain the consent of the Surrogatet!s Court for the
appointment of an anclllary administrator without the usual
publication of a Citation in cases of absentee deaths.

328216
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As soon as we have obtained a death certificate
and & copy of the eourt deeree directing the death of Ab‘rs;ha.n_a
Van Gelder, which doouments are to be received from Mr. I, 3.
De Vrles, De Lairessestraat 107, Amsterdam, we will again
submit all of the necessary documents to the 3urrogate's

Court .

328217
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ESTATE OF HENRIETTE GERSONS

The assets of this estate consist of a cash aceount
vith the Irving !;'unt Conpany of New York having a balance of
approximately $25,800 in addition to a securities aceount.

This matter vas submitted to us by Messrs. K. E. Leoni
and A. Fo X. Drilling of Amsterdam. Ve have recently obtained
the Certificate of Inheritance, powers of attorney, certified
copy of the last Will and Testament of the decedent and the
duly certified death certiflecates in addition to the Nederlandsche
Staatscouranten vhich publicatiens are made pursuant to the
Nederiand Law J 227,

The petition for the appointment of Mr, Paul L/Neiden
as ansillary administrator, together with all the necessary doeu;
ments required at such proceeding have been prepared and submitted
to the Surrogate's Court of New Yerk County and will be on the
ealendar for retwrn of the Citation within a manth.

We 3t111 require a Netheriand ocourt decision regarding

. the desceased heirs with respest to directing the entry of their
deaths with the Bureau of Vital Statistics and wve have been in-
formed by Mesers, Leoni and Drilling that they will submit these

documents to us shertly.
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ESTATE OF EDUARD GOUDSMIT

The assets of this estate consist of a e¢ash aseount
vith the National City Bank ef New York in the amount of
$7,455.20. The Kev York State tax proceeding has been completed
for this estate and the estate has been declared exempt from
New York State tax,

The final aceount and receipts and releases have been
prepared and submitted to the beneficiaries of the estate;
We are making s partial distribution of this estate through the
New York agonc?ﬁf Only a nominal amount in the estate sccount
would be distributed after we have reeeived the final receipts
and releases from the beneflclaries of the decedent. The
estate account can then be closed out at suech time,
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ESTATE OF HENRY DE GROEN and/or
BLVIRA JOHANNA DR GROBN nee Dhont

We are concerned in thils estate with an asset which
originated as a letter of credlt in the amount of approximtely
$12,000.00 vhich vas established by the Guaranty Trust Compeny
of New York in favor of Henri de Groen and/or Gerstel Glueck.
The letter of oredit was established out of a personal account
in the name of Mr. Henri de Groen with the Guaranty Trust Company
and 1t 1s assumed that the full amount of the credit has been
retransferred to Mr. de Groen's acecunt in the Guaranty Trust
Company of New York.

We have been commnicating in this regard with ¥r. A. G.
M. Reuser, Buergermeester Meinesz Laan 15, Rotterdam, Holland.
Mr. Reuser is sttempting to obtain all the necessary documents
which wve shall requlre in order to institute a proceeding in
the New York Surrogate's Court for this estate. It is posaible
that the actual value of th9 estate may be higher than the
amount of approximmtely $12,000 as indicated above since the
letter of credit may be in addition to a cash balance in the

acscount of Mr. de Groen.

We have not yet' contacted the Guaranty Trust Coxpany
in this regard, however, since we have not received the power
of atterney and other documents authorizing us to take any ac-
tion in this matter, ‘
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ESTATES OF BENJAMIN and SOPHIA VAN IER HAL

‘ The assets of this estate consist of approximately
$50,000 in cash and approximtely $32,000 in securities.
The domiclllary administrator of this estate in Holland 1s
Er, B, Walg, 243 Rochussenstraat, Rotterdam and the Notary
with vhom we have been commmmnicating is Notaris W. J. K.
Leenaers, Nathenesselaan 278 Rotterdam.

On November 28, 1950, Notaris Leensers informed us
that it has not been possible to duly issue a Certificate of
Inheritanee since it appears that one of the heirs who dled
subsequent to the death of these decedentsz was merried to an
English citizen who has also deceased and that it has not been
posaible to ektablish who are her helrs presumably living in
England, Notaris Leenaers believes that it will take more time
until he will be able to sulmit to us a ecomplete Certificate of
Inheritance together with all of the other required doouments.

We shall agaln commnicate with Notaris Leenaers in an
effort to expedite the processing of the account .

328221
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ESTATES OF JACCB HAMBURGER and
HENR IETTE HAMBURGER nee STIBBE

Thus far in this estate we have only received a Certi-
flcate of Inheritance from Notaris J. A, Riedtfeld of Amster-
dam, This Certifiocate shows that there are a considerable
nusber of heirs and predeceased heirs of thsse decedents.

We have communicated with Notaris Riedtfeld and have imtrue-;
ted him in detail ooncerning the documents required by us in
order to institute proceedings in Nev York. HNotaris Riedtfeld
informed us that he will forward all documents to us as soon
as possible, The latest communication from Notaris Riedtfeld
is dated January 16, 1951 and wve have since then commmmiocated
vith him in an effort to expedite this matter.

328222
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ESTATE OF HERMAN HEIJNARS

The assets of this estate consist of a eash account
in the amount of $4,041.94 which are held by the Guaranty
Prust Company of Nev York in a free account. There is also
a blooked cash ascount with that bank in the amount of $65.25.
The assetg also include certain securities valued at approxi-
metely $5,000%

| On Pebruary 2, 1951 we obtained a Certificate of Inheri-
tance, the affidavit of non-residence of the decedent and a
decree of the Netherland court with respect to the death of the
decedent, We have also obtained a pover of attorney from the
sole heir, Mrs, K. Van Esso-Elsass, We still require the duly
certified death certificates of Dr. Herman Heijmans, and of

Betty van Esso.

Notaris Deurvorst has advised us that these documents
will be forthooming shortly.

Upon reoeiving the aforesald death certificates in
proper sertified form, this matter can then be submitted to the
Surrogate'!s Court of New York County. The petition and all
other necessary documents for the institution of this proceeding

have been prepared based upon the information in the legal docu;
| ments at hand and we can submit the matter directly te the court
upon recelipt of these further doecuments. 328223
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ESTATE OF CIARA HIRSCHLAND nee SPEIJER

The assets of this estate consiast of traveler's checks

of the American Express Company, New York, in the amount of
$3100, which for the purposes of federal taxation were considered

and treated as the property belonging to the estate of Salomon

a/k/a Fritz Hirschland., As stated in our previous report, the
traveler'’s checks were 1ssued in the name of Mrs, Clara Speljer
Hirschland and the American Express Comnpany requires an ancillary
administration proceeding in New York Surrogate's Court in order
to obtain the cash on behalf of the sole heirs and next-of-kin

of the decedent,

We have not yet reqeived thg necessary documents in
order to settle this estate, that 1s, a certified copy of the
death certificate of thils decedent, certified'copies of the
court decree directing death of this decedent, a duly certified
certificate of heirship and a duly executed power of attorney _
from the parties entitled to receive the funds of this decedent.

We have requested such documents from Mr., H. N.
Hirschland, Zydeweg 37, Wassenaar, Holland, but as yet have not

received them.

328224
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ESTATE OF E.M. P, HIRSCHLAND

We wvere informed by the Nederlandsche Bank, refer-
ence number 58499-5117-18 eoncerning the assets of this
estate which oconsist of a cash account with the New York
Trust Company in the amount of $3,153 and a letter of credit
in the amount of $1100 with the same bank., As yet ve have
not received any of the necessary doocuments in order to estab-
1ish to the satisfaetlon of the New York Trust Company that
this decedent 1s dead and the parties who are entitled to re-
ceive the assets of the estate. We shall, in any event, attempt
to settle this matter by the filing of a surety bond with the
bank in lieu of ancillary administration proceedings. We shall
continue to follow up this matter and have requested ¥r, H, N. W,
Hirschland, Zydeweg 37, Wassenaar, Holland, to expedite the
forwarding of the necessary documents,
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ESTATE OP SALOMON HIRSCHLAND a/k/a FRITZ HIRSCHIAND

The original assets of this estate consisted of a
cash account vith the New York Trust Company in the amount of
$99,998, together with traveler's checks in the amount of
$3100, whioch cash account was subsequently transferred to the
Guaranty Trust Conmpany of New York.

Having prepared and filed a federal estate tax return
ve have now recelived the_ Treasury Department Transfer Certifi-
cates permitting the complete distribution of the account,

As ve informed the Nederlandsche Bank in our letter
of December 4, 1950 this matter has been completed, except
for an amount of 15% of the original fund which was held during
the statutory period and also untlil wve had obtained the afore-
mentioned Treasury Department Transfer Certificates.

The present balance held in the Guaranty Trust Company
of New York amounts to $15,976 for which an accounting will be
rendered to the estate benefficiary and to the Nederlandsche Bank.,

328226
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ESTATE OF KAREL HOEDEMAKER and
REINA HOEDEMAKER nee DE JONG

These assets conslst of the following assets: a
cash account in the amount of $12,128.29 as of June 1, 1948
vhich amount was increased to $13,535.49 at the time of the
transfer of this account into the estate account on June 6,
1550. There are also various securitles in the estate account,
as follows:-

100 shares Anaconda Copper

200 shares Canadian Pacific RR

50 shares New York Central RR

100 shares Shell 011 Company

The tax proceedings have been completed and we must
avalt receipt of the Treasury Department Transfer Certifilcates
before we can make any distribution of the securities account.
Examinations of federal estate tax returns vary in the amount
of time in whieh they are completed because of changing condi-
tions in the Treasury Department 1ltself with respect to thelir
volume of cases to be handled at different times during the
year. We are prepared, however, to make a partial distribution
of the cash account which will be forthcoming very shortly.
We shall retain in the cash account a2 nominal balance for the
purpose of payment of any possible unforeseen contingency with

328227
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vith respect to the fedawl estate tax return, which wve do
not anticipate since everything in that regard appears to be
in good order.

We have made appllcation for the rellef of the payment
of interest on the estate tax return which 1s normelly due 15
months from the date of death of the above decendent. We have
bsen successful in obtaining this relilef in all our previous
applications and do not antiecipate any change in that regard

with respect to these descedents.
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ESTATES OF ELIAS de HOOP and
ESTHER de HOOP nes PACHTER

The assets of this estate consist of a cash balance
at the Guaranty Trust’Company of New York in the amount of
$049.91 as of June 29, 1949 and of a securities aceount valued
at approximtely $63,000.

We have gecoived a favorable decision by the Surrogate
as of March 15, 1951 to the effect that the proof of death of
other documentary evidence submitted are satisfactory and we are
directed by such decision to file a decree accordingly. The
deecree for the appointment of Mr, Paul L. Weiden as the Ancillary
Administrator has been prepared and submitted to the Cowrt and
ve are awalting signature confirming and completing the appoint-
ment of Mr. Welden as such Ancillary Administrator.

We shall then be in a position to file the New York estate
tax proceeding, together with the Federal Estate tax return.
Because of the securities involved, we must also make application
to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue for the relief of the
payment of interest from the due date for the filing of the return
for these decedents which in the case of Ei;as de Hoop would be
on the basis of &% per annum from August 26, 1941 and in the ease
of Esther de Hoop nee Pachter would be from September 6, 1943
to the date of the filing of the return.

32822¢
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These returns could not, of course, be flled
previously because there was no estate representative duly
appointed to act on behalf of the estate. Following the examin-
ation of the federal tax return and the granting of the Treaswury
Department Transfer Certificates to the securities account, we
can then make full and complete distribution of the estate ac-
count. In the meantime, we antlicipate making at least a partial
distributlion out of the cash ascount after completion of the New
York estate tax proceeding.

328230
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MERCHANDISING ADVISORY COMMITTEE e

. TO THE
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATUON
119 Vest AOth Street

New York 18, N.Y.

.. (e
efober 26, 1950 -
TO ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: /

This report finally completes the work of the Com-

mittee which 1s now three years old almost to the day.
We have received additional funds from the follow-

ing sources:

Customs Refund . $ 8,376.66
Sale of Amber 15.96
Sale of Pipes 59.75
Sale of Platinum 1,280.96
Sale of Palladium 1,083.71

Expenditures have been $76.70 consisting of reimburse-
ments to Sullivan and Cromwell for out-of-pocket expenditures.

A final check for $17,017.93 has been forwarded to
the I.R.0. and our bank account closed. Total remittances have been
$1,867,017.93, - $10,000.00 of which was advanced by the I.R.0. when
the Committee was formed.

The Committee is dissolved.

Again many, many thanks for your help.

R. C. KRAMER
Chairman

i
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December 15, 1960

Mr, Qottlieb Hamnmer
Jewish Agency for Israel
%515 Park Averme

Hew !Ot'k. N, Y.

Dear Gott:

In:1949 the JDC agreed to purchase the securities which were part of tte
non-monetary gold and which at that time were deemed to be worthless.

A nominal paymeny of $100.00 was made which, it was suggested, should be
met by the JDC and the Jewlsh Agency in the proportiocnate share of the
60/40 formla agreed upon with respect to the distribution of reparation
funds., These secubities were turned over to the firm of Fric VWarburg, Inc.
and during the last few months some of them were sold.

Thus far we have received a total of $1,467,00, of which you are entitled
umwto......."‘ ..... ....'.....'.........‘..........'.'.............s&o.m

From this however should be deducted your share of the $100,00 payment
ud.w“'. m.'.........l‘..tlﬂ...l..l....i..'I..............'.....'. w!oo

hﬂing a balance Of...-....-.................................-...........*820.20

for which we are sending you our aheck.

Sincerely yours,

i;(ALalﬂ' Moses A. leavitt
NG, .
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH 3 EAST 54TH STREET

P

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. NEW YORK 22, N. Y.
MEMORANDUM \)/*;/O
#3260 N // [ |
From  Margaret Feiler 1 } AJ}Q
To Borobly T, Spelser New York,............. Daeember 15, ......... .

G

119 60

Subject R ati F - Se tt4ag ‘ LA /

In September 1949, it was decided to purchase certain securities from the
Merchandising Advisory Committee, These securities had come as a part of
the non-monetary gold and they were supposed to be worthless, JDC paid
the nominal amount of $100 and the agreement was that the purchase price
would be met by the JDC and the Jewish Agency in the proportionate share
of the: 60-&0 formula agreed upon with respect to the distribution of
reparations funds. The JDC paid $100 on November 3, 1949, Subsequently,
the securities were turned over to the firm of Eric Warburg, Inec, for
evaluation and possible disposal,

During recent months, proceeds of the sales were remitted to us as follows:

OctOberzl % 000600 Q0000 HOESEDOe S0 $ lh7
November 1 ,.sssscscoassssssssese 850
November 16 .e.eecocsecscscoscss 325

December 1 vvcveececesccoccncee 145

Total Proceeds ...eeeeeoe BL,467

Deducting from the above amount the cost of $100, the net proceeds of
$1,367 have to be split by the UDC and the Jewish Agency in the pro-
portion of LO to 60,

Will you please authorize the Accounting Department to draw check in the
amount of $820,20 to the Jewish Agency in settlement of their share,

g8 04
i

Margaret Feiler

MF:mn
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tr, Gottlieb Hammer

The Jewish Agenoy for Israel, Ine,
515 Park ivenus

ligw Tork 22, 4,7,

Dear Gottt

On December 12, 19%0, we sent you our chack in the amount-of 3820,20, covering
your shars in the distribution of non-monetary gold, which had bosn realised
during the year 1560,

During the year 1961, we recaived an sdditional amount of $7,023,53, representing
dividends and sale of securities, Aigainst this we incurred an expense of $3,00
for consular feed, leaving a balance of 37,020,53. Your share, namely 60% amounts
to $4,212,32 for which we enclose our check herewith, Please be good enough to
acknowledge receipt.

Slncerely yours,

Voses \, Leavitt

DL3smn
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183 2 JEFFERSON PLAGCE, N. W,
JAMES M. LANDIS WasrrmveToN 6, D. G. . o
WALLACE M. COHEN _— 2 % t
SEYMOUR J. RUBIN STERLING 3 - 5905 I\‘A&‘ *

ABBA P, SCHWARTZ
STANLEY GEWIRTZ

JAMES R. ZUCKERMAN June 11, 19.%._
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Law OFFICES

LaNDIs, COHEN, RUBIN, SCHWARTZ AND GEWIRTZ

Mr. Moses Leavitt

American Joint Distribution. Committee
270 Madison Avenue

New York 16, N, Y.

Dear Moe:

. I enclose herewith a letter to Ben Ferencz which I
think is more or less self-explanatory. This is a project on
which I have been working for a long time now and which suddenly
looks as.though it may bear some fruit. If it does we should be
able to add some fair amount, perhaps in the neighborhood of
$500, 000 or perhaps more, to the funds available for JRSO.
These funds also, if we are successful, would be in dollars and
would be in addition to anything which is due from any other
source. . : )

Having in mind the many postponements and disappoint-
ments in certain of our other projects and the length of time that
was necessary before we could work out the extra payment out of
the German assets in Italy, I have refrained from discussing this
with you before now. The road ahead is still probably full of
pitfalls, but the matter has come to a point in which I think that
I should bring it to your attention. I warm you, however, that

I am keeping my fingers very much crossed.
26779 \ |

JUN 1 2 1953

- Sincerely,

328935




June I'l, 19583

¥

Mr. Benjamin Ferencz

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization
APO 696-A :

i/o Polmtter, New York. N.Y.

Dur Ben:

(= d - %, |
O K For some time I have been quietly following the matter of Dutch
claims to certain securities, prndoully ovned by Dutch nationl.h which are
located in the United States.
;o
= g : I.t in my understanding thxt thexe securities, which are still blockul
by the United States, are securities which are considered both by the Dutch
#fnd by the United States to have Heen "looted". I believe that they are securi-
Ries which were on deposit in the United States either in the names of Dutch
. *hationals or in the names of Dutch banks, the beneficial title to which was
theld by Dutch Jews. Title was stripped from these owners and placed in the
Lippman Rosenthal concern. The securities were blocked during the war to’
Jprevent the Germans from getting benefit from them. Although other securi-
es of Dutch origin or owned by Dutch persons, located in the United States,
.}a.ve long simde been unblocked, these looted wc‘u‘ri‘ﬁu utill remain bloclked.

2 It is my understanding that the total value of tlnlo securitiés is in
Alie neighborhoed of $3 million.

1777 The D’uxch”posiﬁdn has been that these securities should be released
and should be returned to Dutch Government control. They indicate that they
will then be willing to look into the propertion of such securities whick is
*I.Oh’lﬂll and to deal sympathetically with that proportion. They argue, however,
that Dutch laws of consanguinity, etc., are luch that there is likely to be a very
-mtll tmount of heirless proyerty

‘ I have urged upon the Department of State that this positien not be
. adopted. The Department is, Ibelleve, prepared to adopt the position that a
“definite allocation of the heirless portion of these assets should be made in
advance of the release of United States blocking controls. The Department
has also felt that this heirless portion should await Congressiomal actiom on
‘the heirless property legislation in general.

i L | | 328236
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Bcnja.min Ferencx June 11, 1953

Two things are of immediate importance:

(a)} First, in accordance with the cable which I have sent you, I would

““'aﬁ}rechte your getting off - and I hope you have already done so, at least in

summary - & statement or analysis for the Departmaent of State indicating how
much of these securities is likely to be in the heirless category. The Department
is completely in the dark on this and has ne particular arguments one way or the
other. Iwould suppose that you could assume that perhaps 90% of the securities
are Jewish and you could then spply whatever statistical data you have on claims
in Hollakd as against unclaimed praperty there, or perhaps apply similar pro-
portions in Germany. You would Eive to remember that Butch lIaw permits very
distant relatives to lay claim to the property - a factor which is balanced by

lack of knowledga on the part of such distant relatives.

(b) - Secondly, I shall do my best to persuande the Bqurtment that this

‘matter should not be left dependent upon the heirless property legislation in the

Congress. There is of course a difference, since the heirless property subject
to the propeosed bill is essentially German - that is, it is enemy unless considered

. as not enemy pursuant to special legislation. In the Dutch case, however, the

property never was "enemy" and it therefore would be entirely ungonscionable -
eyen more so than in the heirless German property situation - for any part of
these assets to be paid into the War, Claims Fund. I shall therefore try to give
the Department a basis for arriving at a settlement with the Dutch which would
provide for payment of the heirless property share either to. the JRSO or to the
Conference on Jewish Material Chinu against Germany, on the ground that both
of these are rcprountative Jewish oxgenizations spending assets of this sort
for general relief and rehabilitation purposes. If it were possible for you to
have a talk with some of the Dutch Jewish leaders and work eut seme kind of
tentative agresment which would previde for some portion of these funds being
spent on charitable activities in Holland, it would probably » make our task easier

' both vis-acvis the United States and vis-a-vis the Duteh.

4 1 expect that I shall see you in the next couple of weeks and perhaps we
can talk about the situation more then.

Sincerely,

Seymour J. Rubin

cel Mr. Moses Leaviit N
Mr. Simon Segal 328237
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July 21, 1958

Wr. Jerams J. Jacobson .

Seymour J. Bubin, Esq.
1832 Jeffsrscn Placs, N.W.
WVaghington 6, D.C.
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¥r. E. Spier
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Hastainds

Desr Nr. Spiexr:
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Paris - JRSO NN Letter fi

To:  Mr. E1 Boek
JRSO NEW YCRK

From: AJDC PARIS
Ret Jedsh mecuritles in Hollard - Qur Bef. OGO/MEM/3

iJo)

Mrmi

This is in reply to your JRSO Paris Letter #3 of June 13, 19%.
Whils we heve no informetion here concerning the decision of the
Eatherlards courts referred to by Mr. Fred Hausdorf in Ms con~
versation with you, the conclusion he draws of the failure of

1950, from Br. Menenfald referring to he Tae had
with Nr, Spier, ot of the leaders of the Jewish commmity in the
Netharlands and one of the administrators by the Duatels




| by the draft mesrandm of Sy Bubins wvhish was passed to pu
| ox Marsh 2 by Mugen Hevesl and which you semt to mé. I would
i mmmqmmm-hu :
eecwrred in this comneciion orcwmumgm:w
Mutm-ﬂltnpudm

AN
Jerems ¢, Jacohson
Gensral Counsel
J33/nt
acs R, Pﬂpnl A.md NEW YORK
!
g :
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NOTARISSEN AMSTERDAM (C), July 16, 1958, ,
WESTEINDE 24 TEL. 34600 (4 lijnen) l‘!‘.ﬂ & s»

F 'SPIER en Mr. C.E. MASSEE , | | \W

SPREEKUREN 10-12 EN 1.30-4.30 UUR
NA TELEFONISCHE AFSPRAAK
ZATERDAG GESLOTEN.
Onderwerp of dossier: He@ irless Assets dossler” en ,Relerentieletters”, als boven dexe brief xljn vermeld

Referentieletters:

Telegram-adres: EDUCORNO
POSTGIRO 13295
GEMEENTEGIRO B. 1529

Verzoeke bl beentwoording te verwijzen naar: ,,Onderwerp

SP/DWO
Mr, Moses A, Leavitt,
Executive Vice-Chairman and Secretary of
The American Jewish Joint Distribution

3 East 54th Street, Committee,Inc,
New York 22, N.Y, ’
U.S.A.

Re: Heirless Assets,

Dear Mr.Leavitt,

During the Conference in Geneva I had the pleasure to speak
with Mr . Edward Warburg with regard to the "heirless assets"
vested in the United States, which belonged to Jewish owners,
who lived before and during the occupation in Holland.

We heard that the Successor-Organization in the United States
will get the disposition of those heirless assets from the
UoScAs Government,

Mr,Warburg told me that you are representing the Successor-
Organization in this case,

I herewith beg to send you a list of securities which a.o0,
are involved.

As you can understand our Organization "Stichting Joods Maat-
schappelijk Werk" (Jewish Social Work Foundation), which is
the Successor~Organization in Holland, is very interested to
get those funds -for Duteh jewish soclal purposes,

We should highly appreciate when you could achieve that the
said funds come to the benefit of the "Stichting Joods Maat~
schappelijk Werk" whereas in the meantime we could prove to
you in writing that the Dutch Government will leave these
assets without more to the said Foundation under condition
that they will guarantee to transfer the said funds to pos-
sible heirs of the original -owners.

I shall be very pleased to hear from you whether we may count
on your codperation in this matter, S

It is my intention to come to the United States in October/
November next. If you think that I can be of assistance in this
case you know that I am at your disposal during that period,

‘With my kind regards,

Sincerely Yours

QUL 21 153&.

| coare A 328242
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List of heirless assets

Name of former owner

Vastaed assets

P, de Jong Ilsbach

Julius Gottheim

Unknown Jewish owners

A. Buhler

B. Kellner Naumann

Rachel de Lesuw

Ernst Seelman/Hanna L§Wenstain
Emma Zcadany-iiayer

Hugo Salvendi

O.M. Rosan-Krauskopt

Isra€l Glowinsky

¢ 1000,- Cuba Railroad 5% 1952

1000,- Denver and Rio Grande
Western Railroad 5% 1955

2

1000,~ Cities 3ervice Company
5% 1968

£in

w 1000,~ Southern Pacitic 4% 1949
ca $ 3000,- Balance wita Guaramty-:
Trust Comp.

ca $10,000,- Balance with Guaranty
. Trust Comp.
w 1000,~ 4%% Baltiuore & Ohio

1868 ,~- Balance with American
Expregs Comp.

2

$ 4.800,- Balance with Chase
National Bank

¢ 1000,- Balance with Bankers
Trugt Comp.

3

1.559,71 with Commercial National
Bank sana Trust Comp.

34239,68 witn Guaranty -Trust Comp.
1000,~ 3%% Uruguay, id.
1000.- %% Southern Railway, id.

L3S

5000,~ 5% Chicago Milwaukse,

L
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Jewish Restitution Successor Organizatio
270 MADISON AVENUE
New York 16, N. Y.

JMENORANIUN |

for lnm. Manyice K, Boukstein
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AR Noges A, Deavitd
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a fam Nebherland eitizen nov residing iz the U.5., regarding the nom
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labion in Holland, Fews in that country are still baving very little success
| 'hwnrnf#tﬁn(ht seouritiss whieh had heen looted from them during
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Xr. Fausdorf wted urgextly that the Jewish organisations in the

K.l. wndertaks’ ‘steps %o $his situation. He poimbed out als that
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zfa\‘gucé..{oua Nov. 83 [Dei. 93

Brigitte Bailer

"OHNE DEN STAAT WEITER DAMIT ZU BELASTEN ..."

Bemerkungen zur dsterreichischen Riickstellungsgesetzgebung

Vorbemerkung

Die sogenannte "Wiedergutmachung" nationalsozialistischen Unrechts, im eigentlichen
Wortsinn des "wieder gut Machens” unméglich?, zerfillt in Osterreich ebenso wie in
der BRD in zwei grofie Bereiche: die in erster "Lim'e der Sicherung einer Mindestexi-
stenz der Opfer dienende Gesetzesmaterie (in Osterreich. Opferfiirsorgegesetz,: in der
BRD Bundesentschddigungsgesetz) einerseits, und Gesetze zur Riickstellung entzoge;
nen Eigentums und Vermdgens andererseits. Zu beiden Bereichen liegt bereits eine
Reihe deutscher Publikationen vor, wiahrend die &sterreichische Forschung erst am
Anfang steht.> Der britische Historiker Robert Knight legte in seiner ausfiihrlich
kommentierten Edition von Ausziigen der Kabinetts- und Ministerratsprotokolle der
Nachkriegszeit eine erste, vor allem auflenpolitische Faktoren beriicksichtigende
Ubersicht zur Genese der Riickstellungsgesetze vor*. Der vorliegende Aufsatz versucht
die innenpolitischen Gegebenheiten, die Desiderata der Riickstellungsgesetzgebung und
die Auswirkung dieser Gesetze auf die Opfer in einem ersten Ansatz zu erhellen. Dar-
iiber hinaus wiren weiterfiihrende Forschungen zu diesem Themenkreis sehr wiin-
schenswert.

Die Riickstellungsgesetzgebung stellte - obschon eine ganze Reihe anderer Gruppen,
nicht zuletzt auch die Kirchen von dieser Gesetzgebung betroffen waren - fiir die 6f-
fentliche Meinung ein vorwiegend jidisches Problem dar, wodurch auch der vorlie-
gende Aufsatz in erster Linie die Schwierigkeiten jidischer Opfer, ihr Eigentum zu-
riickzuerhalten, beleuchtet.

1. Der nationalsozialistische Raubzug

Pliinderungen, Enteignungen und die durch nationalsozialistische Verordnungen gere-
gelten Eigentumsentziehungen betrafen in erster Linie die aufgrund der Niirnberger
Rassegesetze verfolgte Bevolkerung.S Zum Umfang dieser Beraubungen liegen einige
von Vertretern der Opfer Anfang der fiinfziger Jahre erstellte Statistiken vor, die den
Wert des geraubten Eigentums und Vermogens mit rund 312 Millionen Dollar; (780
;Millionen Reichsmark) angaben, junter Einrechnung der Einkommensverluste ergabg
isich sogar ein Verlust von rund 1,2 Milliarden Dollag.¢ Statistiken der (Vermégensvers
keéhrsstellg: weisen ein aufgrund der Verordnung zur Anmeldung jiidischen Vermogens

angemeldetes Vermdgen von 2.041,828.000 RM auf, jiidisches Betriebsvermégen um;

faBte ca. 321 Millionen RM.” Die zur Eindimmung der unkontrollierten "Arisierun-

367
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gen” und damit zur Sicherung der daraus resultierenden Gewinne fiir den NS-Staat im
Mai 1938 geschaffene Vermdgensverkehrsstelle ibernahm in der Folge die Abwick-
lung der "ordnungsgemafen” "Arisierungen”.® Der iberwiegende Teil der zu dieser
Zeit noch bestehenden rund 26.000 jidischen Betriebe wurde liquidiert, nur 4.353
sollten weitergefiihrt werden.® Die in den Folgejahren verabschiedete Vielzahl antijii-

discher Gesetze und Verordnungen beraubte die noch nicht geflichteten Juden ihres-

gesamten Eigentums; selbst Radioapparate, Schiausristungen, Wollsachen, Elektroge-
rite und anderes unterlagen nach und nach der Ablieferungspflicht.'®

Unmittelbar nach dem "Anschlu” erfolgte die Vertreibung der Juden aus ihren Woh-
nungen und deren zwangsweise Umsiedlung in Sammelwohnungen. :Insgesamt wurden

“in Wien schon bis Ende 1938 rund 44.000 der 70.000 Wohnungen mit jiidischen Mie- *

:lem auf diese Weise filr "arische Volksgenossen™ frei gemacht. Gerhard Botz be-
zeichnet dies zurecht als "Ersatz nationalsozialistischer Sozialpolitik"."

Im Laufe der NS-Herrschaft wurden noch weitere Bevilkerungsgruppen bzw. Institu-
tionen ihres Eigentums beraubt: politisch Verfolgte, Kirntner Slowenen, kirchliche In-
stitutionen, aufgeldste Vereine, dsterreichische Unternehmen, aber auch der osterrei-
chische Staat infolge seines Untergangs 1938. Trotzdem geht es wohl an der histori-
schen Realitit vorbei, wenn der Abgeordnete Kolb im Nationalrat meinte, "erster An-
spruchsberechtigter” der Riickstellungsgesetzgebung sei "die Republik Osterreich sel-
ber”.!2

2. Die Anfinge der Riickstellungsgesetzgebung

Alliierte Planungen hatten sich bereits wihrend des Krieges mit der Frage des durch
den nationalsozialistischen Staat entzogenen bzw. geraubten Eigentums befafit. Die am_
*5. Janner 1943 verabschiedete "Londoner Deklaration® erklirte alle unter nationalsos
“zialisiischer Besetzung erfolgten Enteignungen und scheinlegalen Vermogensiibertra-
-gungen fiir ungiltigi"

=3

Obschon bereits Anfang Mai 1945 die Provisorische Staatsregierung ein "Gesetz tber
. die Erfassung arisierter und anderer im Zusammenhang mit der nationalsozialistischen
_Machtiibernahme entzogener Vermdgenschaften™* verabschiedet hatte, war die Frage
der individuellen Rickstellung entzogenen Eigentums innerhalb der politisch Verant-
wortlichen nicht unbestritten. Die Sozialdemokraten verkniipften die Frage der Rick-
stellungen sofort mit der Frage nach der Riickgabe des 1934 geraubten Vermégens ih-
rer Partei und der ihr angeschlossenen Organisationen und hatten gleichzeitig, wie ib-
rigens auch die KPO, offensichtlichc Rcservcn gegen die Rcs(aurierung "kapitalisti-
des "Auslandes”, d h. der Allnertcn die von Osterreich entschiedenes Vorgehen ge-
gen die ehemaligen Nationalsozialisten und zugunsten deren Opfer verlangten, ande-
rerseits aber stand sie auf dem Standpunkt, Osterreich sei an den NS-Verbrechen un-
schuldig, habe daher keine Wiedergutmachung zu leisten - ™stérreichhat aber nichis
.gut zu machen; weil es nichts verbrochen hat."'* "Wiederguimachung” durfte aus der
Sicht der 6sterreichischen Politiker moglichst keine Kosten verursachen. Dementspre-
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chend entschloB man sich vorerst jene Fille in Angriff zu nehmen, in denen Natural-
restitution méglich schien."?

Im Mni~1946 verabschiedete der Nationalrat das "Bundesgesetz iiber: die. Nichtigerkla-.

rung von Vermdgensibertragungen,: die-wahrend der-deutschen Besetzung Osterreichs'.

erfolgt -sind™¢, und erkannte damit die in der "Londoner Deklaration” normierten

Prinzipien an. Doch erst im Herbst:21946-folgte-die -Vermégensentziehungsanmelde=.

verordnung, "die die tatsichliche Anmeldung entzogenen Vermdgens bis November

desselben Jahres vorsah; die "Anmeldepflicht lag. dabei.beim derzeitigeti*Inhaber dieses™

Eigentums, alsoin‘vielen Fallen-bemy-*Ariseur”.!®

Relativ einfach zu -erledigen waren-jene-Fille, <in-denen-Eigentum 20fgrund national™
sozialistischer, Gesetze, insbesondere.der.ll..und+13.-Verordung“zum ‘Reichsbiirgerge-

setz, .und durch Gestapo-MaBnahmen.eptzogen.worden-war-und sich-nun in der Ver™
waltung der. Republik befand..Diese.Eille.regelte.das.am 26. Juli: 1946 verabschiedete-
Erste Riickstellungsgeseiz.?® Damit hatte aber auch schon die fiir die osterreichischen

Mafnahmen zugunsten der NS-Opfer in der Folge typische Aufsplitterung in eine

Reihe von Einzelgesetzen ihren Anfang genommen.?' Dies erschwerte den Opfern

selbst die Ubersicht und damit die Durchsetzung ihrer berechtigten Forderungen deut-

lich. Es dauerte nochmals mehrere Monate, bis<ams=6mFebruar- 1947 der Nationalrat

das.Zweite Riickstellungsgesetz, beireffend die im Eigentum der Republik befindlichen

entzogenen Vermdgen??, und das.in.der, Folge wichtigste.- und am heftigsten umstrit-

tene-.Dritte Riickstellungsgeseiz;. betreffend. Riickstellung-von in-privater Hand be™
findlichen entzogenen-Vermaogen®,-verabschiedete. Wichtiger, wenn auch nicht unmit-

telbarer Pate fiir diese und die folgenden Gesetze war "das Ausland”, oder, wie das

fiir die Erfassung entzogener Vermdgen geschaffene Bundesministerium fiir Vermo-

genssicherung und Wirtschaftsplanung im Vortrag fiir den Ministerrat zum Ersten

Riickstellungsgesetz begriindete, solite dieses Gesetz-verabschiedet' werden, "um aber

doch. der Welt zu zeigen,-daB seitens-der~Republik-Osterreith "das;"was mdglich ist,

getan wird."#**

3. Das Dritte Riickstellungsgesetz

Dem Dritten Riickstellungsgesetz waren langwierige Diskussionen mit Vertretern der
Opfer vorangegangen. Im Frithjahr 1946 wurde ein von der Rechtsanwaltskammer er-
stellter Entwurf verdffentlicht, der wegen deutlicher Bevorzugung der "Ariseure” und
Benachteiligung der Verfolgten auf die vehemente Kritik der Israelitischen Kultusge-
meinde und des “Osterreichischen Bundesverbandes ehemals politisch verfolgter Anti-
faschisten™ stie.” Der im Herbsk..1946 dem.Ministerrat..vorgelegte. Gesetzesentwurf
fiir das-Dritte..Riickstellungsgesetz..wies~gleichfalls.betrichiliche -Mangel -auf;- indent -
nach wie vor der.-"Ariseur (im Gesetz=*Erwerber"~genannt)-gegeniiber den"Opfern
(im Gesetz_"geschadigter Eigentiimer::):besser=gestellt war: Im Ministerrat dringte
Bundesminister Heinl auf eine baldige BeschluBfassung: "Wir kénnen die Unterstiit-
zung des Auslandes nur finden, wenn dieses Gesetz in Kraft tritt."?¢ Die Israelitische
Kultusgemeinde und der "Osterreichische Bundesverband ehemals politisch verfolgter
Antifaschisten” erarbeiteten ausfihrliche Stellungnahmen zum Emwurf?’, die bereits
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auf Probleme hinwiesen, die spiter bei der Handhabung des Gesetzes auftraten, wie
beispielsweise diexVerpflichtung. des:Opfers,-dem-=Erwerbér™ den-Kaufpréis wieder
zurilckzuzahlen #In der: Realitit:der Jahre 1938/1939 ‘hatte” kaum' eiri “geschadigter Ei-
gentimer sjesden-~Kaufpreis tatsichlich erhalten, sgeschweige. denn .diesen auf seimer
Elucht ins, Ausland. mitnehmen konnen. Diese. Bestimmung-wurde-in der-endgiltigen

Fassung wohl eingeschrinki, die grundlegende Bestimmung Giber Gegenleistungen an

den Erwerber blieb jedoch erhalten.

Weiters erhoben die Betroffenen Forderungen zur Losung des drangenden Problems
dercenteigneten Wohnungen. Diesbeziiglich vertrostete der Gesetzestext auf weitere,
noch zu erlassende Regelungen. ‘Einen wichtigen Punkt sahen die Opfer’in der Schaf-
fung: eines-"Wiedergutmachungsfonds™ aus dem erblos gebliebenen, Vermégen - rund
65.000 Juden aus Osterreich waren dem Holocaust zum Opfer gefallen. Das dann ver-
-abschiedete Gesetz stellte die Errichtung eines,Fonds. auf der Grundlage einer noch zu
-erarbeitenden gesetzlichen Bestimmung in Aussicht. Letzte Diskussionen lber den
Entwurf fanden im Rahmen einer Sachversiindigenenquete am 23. Jinner 1947 imn

Nationalrat statt.?®

AnliBlich der Beschlufifassung betonte der sozialistische Abgeordnete Dr. Tschadek
(1949-1952 selbst Justizminister), daf Osterreich keinerlei Verpflichung fiir unterge-
gangenes oder an das Deutsche Reich gefallenes Vermodgen iibernehmen kénne. Im
iibrigen seien die meisten “Ariseure” ohnehin “reichsdeutsche Geschiftsleute, reichs-
deutsche Krimer" gewesen, die 1938 nach Wien gekommen seien, "um hier die jiidi-
schen Geschifte um einen Pappenstiel zu iibernehmen. " Weiters wiederholte Tscha-
dek nochmals jene Argumente zugunsten der "Erwerber”, die bereits im Vortrag an
den Ministerrat im Oktober 1946 vorgebracht worden waren: Viele hitien ja nur auf
Bitten der Verfolgten deren Eigentum ibernommen, um ihm den Weg ins rettende
Ausland zu ermoéglichen - eine Argumentation, die in den ab 1948 einsetzenden An-
griffen der "Erwerber” gegen das Dritte Riickstellungsgesetz in steter RegelmaBigkeit
vorgebracht wurde. Insgesamt zeigten sich die Betroffenen mit dem Gesetzestext zu-
frieden®, die Legal Division bei den US-Besatzungsbehorden empfahl, dem Gesetz
trotz nach wie vor bestehenden Mangeln nicht die Zustimmung zu verweigern.*

Bis 1949 wurden noch vier weitere, in der 6ffentlichen Diskussion nur wenig beach-
tete Riickstellungsgesetze verabschiedet:

Viertes Ruckstellungsgesetz zur Wiederhersiellung geloschier, oder gednderter Fir-
men*,

Fiinftes Riickstellungsgesetz zur Riickstellung entzogenen Vermégens juristischer Per-
sonen (Aktiengesellschaften, Genossenschaften u. a.)%,

Sechstes Riickstellungsgesetz zur Riickstellung von Patenten,Marken-und Musterrech-
,tenJG‘

Siebentes.Riickstellungsgesetz-zur Geltendmachung entzogener oder nicht erfiillter An-+
spriiche aus Dienstverhiltrissen in’ der Privatwirtschaft?%=.
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4. Das Dritte Riickstellungsgesetz in.der Praxis®

Die Erleichterung der Verfolgtenverbande iiber die Verabschiedung des Dritten Riick-
stellungsgesetzes wich angesichts der Praxis der Riickstellungskommissionen, denen
einzelne Bestimmungen betrachtlichen Ermessensspielraum einrdumten®, bald der
Enttauschung und Erniichterung: "Was wir bisher in legislativer Hinsicht erreicht ha-
ben, ist zweifellos als Erfolg zu buchen. Zu bemingeln ist aber die Art der Handha-
bung der an sich guten Gesetze, wogegen wir dauernd und mit unverminderter Kraft

ankimpfen. "4

Es hauften sich Klagen, daf} die Riickstellungskommissionen im Zweifel zugunsten des
Erwerbers, also in vielen Fillen des "Ariseurs”, und damit zu Lasten des Verfolgten
entschieden.®! Noch vor der BeschluBifassung im Nationalrat hatten Vertreter des
World Jewish Congress in einem Bericht an die US-Besatzungsmacht davor gewarnt,
daB das Gesetz dazu neige, ‘to favor the interests of the present possessor over those
of the legal owners”.4

Besonders die.Praxis des mit der "Erfassung, Sicherung, Verwaltung und Verwertung
von (arisierten”, Anm. d. Verf.) Vermdgenschaften und Vermégensrechten™* be-
trauten Bundesministeriums fiir Vermdgénssicherung und Wirtschaftsplanung bot hiu~
fig AnlaB8 zu Kritik. Es.mutet wie Zynismus an, daB gerade :in.diesem Ministerium
iiberproportional . viele ehemalige.. Nationalsozialisten - mit -Sondervertrigen oder als
Konsulenten eine Anstellung gefunden hatten.** Vielleicht deshalb entschied das Mini-
sterium bei der Bestellung dffentlicher Verwalter fiir "arisiertes” Eigentum oftmals
zugunsten des "Ariseurs”, der damit bis zur Entscheidung der Riickstellungskommissi-
on die Verfiigungsgewalt iber das Eigentum des Verfolgten behielt.*s

In diesem Zusammenhang ist den Beschwerden tber die unverhiltnismiBig lange
Dauer der Riickstellungsverfahren*, die nur zu oft in unnotwendigen Behérdenwegen
und -schikanen begriindet lagen*’, besonderes Gewicht zuzumessen. Die geschidigten
Eigentimer, oftmals selbst aufgrund der.Verfolgung weitgehend mittellos, muBten in-
folgedessen unverhallmsmaﬁxg lange auf die Mdglichkeit der.Wiederaufrichtung ihrer
Existenz warten und waren mit dem Risiko - der. Verschleppung .oder Verschlechterung
ihres Exgemums konfrontiert.®8. Bis "Ende Okiober 1954°waren®vor 34:539 bis dahin
eingelangten Antragen nach dem.3..Riickstellungsgesetz .nach-wie~vor .5.181 anhdn-
._‘g'ig_w
Eines der groften Probleme stelite jedoch eine Bestimmung des Dritten Riickstel-
lungsgesetzes dar, die vorsah, daf} der Verfolgte "als Gegenleistung das riickzustellen”
habe, "was er zu seiner freien Verfligung erhalten hat.” In jenen Fillen, in denen "bei
einer Vermdogensentziehung im tbrigen die Regeln des redlichen Verkehrs eingehal-
ten” worden waren, kornnte "die Riickstellungskommission nach billigem Ermessen
/.../ bestimmen, ob und welcher Teil des vom Erwerber bezahlten, vom Eigentiimer
aber nicht zur freien Verfiigung erhaltenen Kaufpreises dem Erwerber vom geschidig-
ten Eigentiimer zu ersetzen ist. " Diese Bestimmung bedeutete.in.den meisten Filler,
daB_der ehemals Verfolgte ("geschidigie Eigentiimer®) sein ihm zustehendes Eigentum
de-facto zuriickkaufen mufite: Auch die Einschrinkung der “freien Verfiigung”, im
Gesetz nicht niher definiert, wurde von den Riickstellungskommissionen unterschied-
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lich ausgelegt. dn Einzelfillen wurde: sogar-angenommen,.da die:vom Kaufpreis.er-
legte Reichsfluchisteuer und.Judenvermégensabgabe dem Verfolgten zugute. gekom:
men und daher an den.”Erwerber”, zurickzuzahlen .sei!s' In den allermeisten Fallen
war der Kaufpreis auf einem Sperrkonto deponiert worden, von dem der Verfolgte
monatlich nur einen geringen Betrag hatte beheben konnen. Bei der Ausreise waren
nur 10 oder 20 Reichsmark als Bargeld mitzunehmen gestattet. Die auf den Konten
liegenden Betrige fielen spdtestens mit der 11. Verordnung zum Reichsbiirgergesetz
aus 1941 an das Deutsche Reich.’? Der-3sterreichische-Staat, der<jede Verantwortung
fir-die .Verbrechen des NS-Regimes von sich wies,..verweigerte liber etliche Jahre die
Entschidigung fiir diese diskriminierenden:Abgaben. Den-ehemaligen Verfolgten blieb
also,_wollten .sie_ihr Eigentum zuriickerhalten,-nur-der Weg- der -Kreditaufnahme.*
Konnte der Geschidigte den Kaufpreis nicht aufbringen, 'so forderte der "Erwerber”
den Verkauf_des Eigentums, um den-Kaufpreis:zunickzuerhaiten:- Im ‘Wege der of-
fentlichen_Versteigerung erhielt auf diesem Wege der "Ariseur”. in vielen Fillen - ent-
.gegen der -Absicht des Riickstellungsgesetzes. - das “arisierte’ Eigentum wieder zu-

. riick, 3

Eine weitere wesentliche Problematik ergab sich daraus, daff das 3. Riickstellungsge-
setz den aus dem Biirgerlichen Gesetzbuch abgeleiteten Begriff des "redlichen Erwer-
bers" einfiihrte, der die aus dem "arisierten” Vermdgen erwirtschafieten Gewinne ein-
behalten durfte. Da aber der erste "Erwerber” zumeist wufite, daf} er von einem unter
Zwang handelnden Verfolgten kaufte, definierte das Gesetz den “redlichen™ Erwerb
dahingehend, daf} dafiir zumindest die "Regeln des redlichen Verkehrs™ eingehalten

worden waren. Graf meint dazu in seiner juristischen Kritik des Gesetzes,

diese Be-

stimmung habe "ein paradoxes Flair, genauso als ob bei einem Bankiiberfall dann die
Regeln des redlichen Verkehrs eingehalten wiren, wenn der Bankriuber den Bank-
kassier nicht mit 'Du’, sondern héflich mit 'Sie’ anspricht.” dn jedem Fall fiihrte..
diese Bestimmung dazu, daB hiufig der "Erwerber” die Gewinne der letzten Jahre fiir-

sich behalten konnte .

Eine Reihe von Ungerechtigkeiten bei der Durchfilhrung des Riickstellungsgesetzes
wiren vermeidbar gewesen, hitte Osterreich zumindest in jenen Fillen Zahlungen an
die ehemals Verfolgten geleistet, in denen tatsichlich unschuldige "Erwerber” (bei-
spielsweise bei Weiterverkauf an Dritte oder in den Fillen der fiir die Anlage des
Truppentbungsplatzes Allentsteig enteigneten Déilersheimer Bauern) vorhanden waren
oder der Geschédigte aus anderen Griinden keine Riickstellung seines Eigentums er-

langen konnte. Solche Zahlungen lehnte die Republik jedoch entschieden ab.

S. Der Widerstand gegen das Dritte Riickstellungsgesetz und
Novellierungsversuche’®

Seitens der "Erwerber”, zumeist also der "Ariseure” selbst, regte sich bereits 1948

heftiger Widerstand gegen das Gesetz. Sie konstituierten Ende 1948 einen

"Verband

der Riickstellungsbetroffenen”, der in einer eigenen Zeitschrift, "Unser Recht”, gegen
die angeblichen Ungerechtigkeiten des Dritien Riickstellungsgesetzes mobilisierte. Aus
Sicht der "Ariseure” waren sie alle "redliche Erwerber” gewesen, denen das Dritte
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Riickstellungsgesetz nich den Schutz, der ihnen zukomme, gewdhre.$? Gleichzeitig be-
gannen zu dieser Zeit bereits die Parlamentsparteien um die Stimmen der bei der Na-
tionalratswahl 1949 wieder wahlberechtigten Nationalsozialisten zu konkurrieren, so-
da die "Riickstellungsbetroffenen” auf politische Unterstitzung rechnen durfien, die
sich nach dem iberraschenden Wahlerfolg des Verbandes der Unabhingigen (VdU)
1949 noch deutlich verstirkte, verstand sich doch der VdU als Vertretung der "Ehe-
maligen” im Nationalrat.5® Schiitzenhilfe erhielten "Rickstellungsbetroffene” und VdU
seit Ende 1948 seitens der OVP, die sich bekanntlich unmittelbar um die Stimmen der
"Ehemaligen” bemiihte, wihrend die SPO die Grindung des VdU als Sammelbecken
fiir dieses Lager préferierte und letztlich auch durchsetzte.

Im November 1948 berichtete die US-Legal Division von Bemiihungen des Bundes-
ministers fir Vermogenssicherung und Wirtschaftsplanung, Peter Krauland*?, um eine
Novellierung des Dritten Riickstellungsgesetzes, deren Absicht es sei, “to render that
law largely inoperative and to legalize possession by the aryamzers of the property”".%
Der Bericht fiihrt zwei wesentliche Punkte der beabsichtigten Anderung an: Der erste
zielte auf die Moglichkeit einer neuerlichen Verhandlung bereits erledigter Fille zu-
gunsten der "Ariseure”. Der zweite wollte all jenen, die Osterreich nach dem "An-
schluB™ verlassen hatten und nicht zuriickgekehrt waren, die Ruckstellung ihres Eigen-
tums verweigern. Damit wire die iberwiltigende Mehrheit aller Vertriebenen vom
Dritten Riickstellungsgesetz ausgeschlossen worden.®! Diese Bemiihungen Kraulands
diirften ebenso Wie die“im folgenden genannten Novellierungsversuche am Widerstand
der US-Besatzungsmacht und-wohl-auch.der Briten gescheitert sein:

Vor und unmittelbar nach den Nationalratswahlen 1949 brachten Abgeordnete der
OVP Antriige auf Novellierung des Dritten Riickstellungsgesetzes zugunsten der "Er-
werber” ein®, deren Inhalt von den "Riickstellungsbetroffenen” enthusiastisch begrifit
wurde.® US-Hochkommissir Keyes wies in einem Brief an Bundeskanzler Figl im
Mirz 1950 nachdricklich darauf hin, daf die beabsichtigte Novellierung gegen den
Artikel 44 des Entwurfes zum Staatsvertrag - Artikel 26 im Staatsvertrag 1955 - ver-
stoBe.® AuBerdem verweigerte die SPO-Fraktion die Zustimmung zu dieser Novelle
und schlug stattdessen die Schaffung eines "Hérteausgleichs” vor, der der "Bekimp-
fung und Beseitigung aller Hirten, die auf Hitler und die Nazi zuriickzufiihren sind”,
dienen sollte.% Noch in der letzten Sitzung des Nationalrates vor der Sommerpause
brachten Abgeordnete der Regierungsparteien einen Antrag "betreffend ein Bundesge-
setz Uber den Hirteausgleich in Riuckstellungsféllen und die Errichtung eines Hirte-
ausgleichsfonds” ein.®” Dieser Antrag vermischte die Interessen verschiedener Opfer-
gruppen mit jenen der "Ariseure”. Wahrend gegeniiber dem Dritten Riickstellungsge-
setz in Teil I und II des Entwurfs deutliche Verschlechterungen fiir die ehemals Ver-
folgten vorgesehen waren®®, wurde in Teil III ein "Hirteausgleich™ u.a. fiir die
"Erwerber” vorgesehen, der unter anderem "gespeist werden soll aus dem erblosen
Eigentum, einer Abgabe vom Erlés riickgestellten Eigentums, dessen Verkauf inner-
halb eines fiinfjahrigen Zeitraumes nach der Riickstellung erfolgt™.%> Aus diesem
Fonds sollten neben Geschddigten, die ihre Anspriiche aufgrund des Dritten und Sie-
benten Riickstellungsgesetzes nicht geltend machen konnten, auch "bestimmte beson-
ders beriicksichtigungswiirdige Gruppen rickstellungspflichtiger redlicher Erwerber”
entschidigt werden. Das hiel mit anderen Worten, daf} sogenannte “redliche Erwer-
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ber” "arisierten” Eigentums aus dem Eigentum der von den Nationalsozialisten ermor-
deten Juden entschidigt hitten werden sollen! Weiters sah der Entwurf die Auszahlung
von Entschadigungen fiir erlittene Haftzeiten vor und stellte damit die Erfilllung einer
langjahrigen Forderung der Opferverbinde in Aussicht.™ -

Die Israelitische Kultusgemeinde war nicht bereit, diesen neuerlichen Angriff auf die
Rechte ihrer geschidigten Mitglieder hinzunehmen und fiihrte im Konzerthaus eine

Protestversammlung durch; US-Hochkommissir Keyes machte Bundeskanzler Figl in .

einem Schreiben vom 1. September 1950 nachdriicklich darauf aufmerksam, daB die-
ser Entwurf sowohl der Londoner Deklaration als auch dem Entwurf des Staatsvertra-
ges widersprach.” Der Ministerrat beschlo am 5. September, den Antrag zuriickzu-

stellen.™

Doch die Frage einer Novellierung des Dritten Riickstellungsgesetzes blieb weiter auf
der politischen Tagesordnung. 1952 unternahm die Bundesregierung einen neuerlichen
Versuch. Am 17. Juli dieses Jahres beschlof der Nationalrat ein Bundesgesetz "(ber
den Ausgleich von Hirten in Rickstellungsfillen (Wiedererwerbsgesetz)".™ Der Text
dieses Gesetzes war nach langwierigen Diskussionen aus dem Gesetzesentwurf 1950
hervorgegangen und sah unter bestimmten Bedingungen die Méglichkeit des Wie-
dererwerbs bereits riickgestellten "arisierten™ Eigentums durch den "Ariseur” vor.
Heftige Kritik rief die Bestimmung hervor, wonach bei Uberschuldung des Eigentii-
mers vor dem Mirz 1938 keine Rickstellung zu erfolgen gehabt hitte und der
"Ariseur” daher bereits riickgestelltes Eigentum wiedererwerben hitte diirfen.” Ange-
sichts der katastrophalen wirtschaftlichen Situation Osterreichs im Jahr 1938 und der
infolge der antijiidischen Mafinahmen und Plinderungen noch vor dem Verkauf rui-
nierten Geschifte stellte diese Bestimmung eine dramatische Verschlechterung der

Riickstellungsgesetzgebung dar.

Das Exekutivkomitee des Alliierten Rates beeinspruchte dieses Gesetz in seiner Sit-
zung am 22. 8. 1952 einstimmig, sodaf es keine Rechtskraft erlangte.” Damit war der
letzte Versuch, die Bestimmungen des Dritten Riickstellungsgesetzes zu Lasten der
ehemals Verfolgten zu unterlaufen, zu Fall gebracht worden. Entschddigungslos blie-
ben damit aber auch jene Bauern aus Déllersheim, dem heutigen Truppentibungsplatz
Allentsteig, die von NS-Behorden enteignet worden waren und die dafiir "arisierten”
" Grundbesitz erhalten hatten. Sie waren rickstellungspflichtig und zédhlten damit tat-
sichlich zu Verlierern der Gesetzgebung. Diese Notlage auf Kosten der ehemals Ver-
folgten l6sen zu wollen, konnte allerdings nicht angehen. Hier wire dem &sterreichi-
schen Staat die Verpflichtung zugekommen, aus staatlichen Mitteln solche Héirten zu

beseitigen.

:Die nicht erfolgte:Riickstelung der, Wohnungen’.

Nach-dem-"Anschlufi”~1938-wurden alleine in Wien-rund 60.000 Mietwohnungen ih-
ren jlidischen-Besitzern entzogen,”’.zum Teil ohne formale-Kiindigung ‘des Mietvertra-
ges. Als nach Kriegsende Verfolgte aus Konzentrationslagern oder dem Ausland zu-
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rickkehrten, verfiigten sie @ber keinen Rechtsanspruch, ihre Wohnungen wieder zu-
rickzuerhalten. dou.Wege: des: ‘Wohnungsanforderungsgesetzes-in=Verbindung. -mit.
dem Verbotsgesetz' konnten -Wohpungen«von - Nationaisozialisten = beschlagnahmt .umd-
Jiber das. Wohnungsamt swiedersvergeben.werdenAngesichts des nahenden Kriegsen-
des waren zahlreiche Nationalsozialisten in den Westen gefliichtet, ihre leerstehenden
Wohnungen wurden neuerlich vermietet. Doch.diese.in den ersten Nachkriegsmonaten
erfolgten: Einweisungen fiihrien=bald..zu..Konflikten - miteden -natiomalsozialistischeh-
Votmietern, da diese nurswenig.spiter.mmit. Hilfe.der .Gerichte; -die die-vorldufigen
Einweisungen aus dem, Jahr.,1945-nicht.anerkannten, ‘die-Delogierung des-eingewiese-
nen Verfolgten erzielen konnten.In.anderen: Féllen“wiederum- konnte-die Ehefrau des
nationalsozialistischen.Mieters-nachweisen,-nie-Mitglied der*"NSDAP gewesen zu sein
und auf diese Weise die Kiindigung des Opfers-erreichen.2 Anfang 1950 sah sich Ju-
stizminister Tschadek jedenfalls veranlafit, die ‘Gerichte aufzufordern, die Delogierun-
gen.von Opfern nicht Jinger zuznlassen Scen,

Bereits das Dritte Riickstellungsgesetz hatte eine Regelung fiir die Riickstellung entzo-
gener Miet- und Bestandsrechte, wovon neben Wohnungen auch Geschiftslokale be-
troffen gewesen waren, in Aussicht gestellt.®’ Ein erster Entwurf kam 1947 liber Aus-
schufiberatungen nicht hinaus und wurde angesichts der nahenden Wahlen 1949 wieder
fallen gelassen.® Obschon Bundeskanzler Figl von US-Hochkommissir Keyes mehr-
mals aufgefordert wurde, endlich ein Gesetz zur Wohnungsriickstellung zu verab-
schieden®, zeigte sich die Bundesregierung in dieser Frage unnachgiebig. Bundesmini-
ster Tschadek bezeichnete 1950 ein solches Gesetz als "eine absolute Gefahr”, da da-
durch "eine unbedingte Beunruhigung unter der Bevolkerung entstehen” wiirde.® Ein
trotzdem in diesem Jahr dem Nationalrat zugegangener Entwurf wies zahlreiche Man-
gel und Einschrinkungen auf, die von der Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde kritisiert
wurden.® In der folgenden Gesetzgebungsperiode wurde ein neuerlicher, dem vorher-
gehenden dhnlicher und wiederum ungeniigender Entwurf vorgelegt®, der abermals
nicht bis zur Behandlung im Nationalrat gedieh. Aufgrund dieses Zégerns der Bundes-
regierung, hier in der unmittelbaren Konkurrenzsituation zwischen Opfern und Tétern
zugunsten der Opfer zu entscheiden, muBten zahlreiche mittellose Rickkehrer, so sie
nicht anderwiarts Wohnraum erhalten konnten, iiber Jahre hinweg in Massenquartieren
und anderen unzureichenden Unterkiinften leben, wihrend die "Ariseure” ihre ehema-
ligen Wohnungen nach wie vor innehatten. €in.Memorandum_des.’Claims. Commits,
tee” wies 1953 darauf hin,.daB nach-wie-vor 800:Mitglieder der Israelitischen Kultus:
gemeinde in "unertrdglichen Untermieten oder in Rickkehrerlagern oder sogar in Ob-
dachlosenherbergen” leben-mufiten;®’ Der bereits erwihnte Jurist Dr. Walther Kast-
ner, der nach eigenen Angaben selbst in einer vormals einem Juden gehérenden Woh-
nung lebte®, stellt als Begriindung fiir die Nicht-Verabschiedung dieses Gesetzes fest:
"Diese Regelung hitte der Interessenslage tatsichlich nicht entsprochen. Es ist zu be-
denken, daB in Wien 1938 fast 200.000 Juden gewohnt hatten, aber gegenwdrtig nur
etwa 7.000 Juden wieder in Wien ansissig sind."® Wieviele aus Osterreich vertrie-
bene Menschen nicht zuriickkehrten, weil sie keine Moglichkeit sahen, hier wieder
Wohnung und Existenz zu finden, wird sich wohl nie feststellen lassen.
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7. Weitere Maflnahmen

In der zweiten Hilfte der filnfziger und zu Anfang der sechziger Jahre wurde noch ei-
ne Reihe von Gesetzen zur Erfiillung offener Entschiadigungsforderungen vom Natio-
nalrat verabschiedet. Anlaf} dazu waren unter anderem die seit 1953 laufenden Ver-
handlungen des "Committee for Jewish Claims on Austria® mit der 6sterreichischen
Bundesregierung sowie die Bestimmungen des Artikels 26 des Staatsvertrages, die die
Republik zur Riickstellung entzogenen Eigentums verpflichteten.®

DasKriegs-.und :Verfolgungssachschidengesetz® 1958 sah teilweisen Ersatz fiir Haus-
rat und Wohnungseinrichtungen vor, die infolge von Kriegseinwirkungen oder politi-
scher Verfolgung verloren gegangen waren..Entschidigung wurde aber nur bis zu &i-
ner gewissen Hohe und abhingig vom Jahreseinkommen_ des Geschidigten geleistet.
Auf diese Weise war wiederum - so wie auch in der Opferfiirsorgegesetzgebung und
teilweise aufgrund der "Billigkeitserwdgungen® im Dritten Riickstellungsgesetz - eine
Verschrankung von Entschiddigung und sozialer Bedirftigkeit vorgenommen worden,
Gleichfalls 1958 verabschiedete der Nationrat das Gesetz zur Entschddigung fiir vom
Deutschen Reich eingezogene Lebensversicherungen, dessen Anmeldefrist aber nur
auf ein Jahr bemessen war®, soda$ nicht in Osterreich lebende Verfolgte oft erst zu
spit davon erfuhren.+

Nachdem seit 1945 auf die Erfassung des erblos gebliebenen jidischen Eigentums ge-
dringt worden war, die auch das 3. Riickstellungsgesetz bereits in Aussicht gestellt
hatte, wurde im Auffangorganisationsgesetz* die Griindung von .Sammelstellen zut
Erfassung des erblosen Vermdgens ermordeter Juden und politisch Verfolgter be-
stimmt. %,

Erst am 22. Mirz 1961 verabschiedete der Nationalrat das Gesetz iiber den "Fonds
zur Abgeltung von Vermégensverlusten politisch Verfolgter%*. Mit Hilfe dieses Fonds
sollten infolge nationalsozialistischer Verfolgung erlittene Verluste an Wertpapieren,
Bankkonti und Bargeld sowie Verluste infolge erzwungener Entrichtung diskriminie-
render Abgaben und Steuern (Judenvermégensabgabe, Reichsfluchtsteuer) entschadigt
werden. Kleinere Verluste wurden zu 100 %, groBere mit 48,5 %, jedoch mindestens
mit S 47.250,-- entschadigt.®”.

Zusammenfassung

Da die Republik Osterreich aus auBenpolitischen Opportunititserwigungen bis zur
Regierungserkldrung aus dem Juli 1991% jede Verantwortung fiir die Verbrechen des
NS-Regimes dem Deutschen Reich anlastete und fiir sich und seine Staatsbiirger leug-
nete, wiesen die verantwortlichen Politiker seit Kriegsende jede Verpflichtung zu Ent-
schadigungsleistungen und "Wiedergutmachung” strikt von sich. Daher wurde auch
«ie Riickstellungsgesetzgebung auf jene Schidden beschrinkt; in denen eine Natural-
Jestitution méglich war.-Vor allem im.Dritten Riickstellungsgeseiz war aber der Riick-
zug des Staates aus der, Verantwortung. in mehrfacher Hinsicht problematisch. Die
Delegation an den unmittelbaren Konflikt.zwischen dem "Erwerber” und dem ehemais
Verfolgten bedingte in vielen Fillen per se.bereits ein Ungleichgewicht: Der zuriick-
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«gekehrie "geschidigte Eigentimer’ wat.in.vielen, Eillen mitellos, bendtigte die Riick- ,
stellung zur-Wiederaufrichtung seiner. Existenz;«verfiigte-jedoch,gleichzeitig nicht uber

jenes Bczxchungsnetz. das dem " Erwerber” zur.Verfiigung-stand, ‘den -Anwaltskosten
und_langwierige .Verfahren. lange nicht_im. selben.AusmaB. belasteten. Dariiberhinaus }
grzeugie die staatliche. Absenz tatsichliche: Ungerechtigkeitén fiir ‘beide ‘Seiten. Nichts

mehr auffindbares entzogenes. Eigentum wurde nicht ersetzt-- oder erst-in den spéten

fiinfziger Jahren -, K4ufer, die wirklich nicht iiber die Vorgeschichte ihres Besitzes in*

formiert waren und diesen spiter rickstellen muBten, gingen manches Mal dann ent-
schiadigungslos aus, wie eben einige der aus dem ‘Gebiet von Déllersheim abgesiedel-

. len Bauern. '

12

13
14
15

Anmerkungen:

Erliuternde Bemerkungen zu dem Gesetz idber die Nichtigkeit von Vermogensentziehung (3.
Rilckstellungsgesetz), 45. Sizung des Ministerrates, 12. 11. 1946. Archiv der Republik, BM fir
Unterricht, Ministerratsprotokolle, Karton 4.

Zur Diskussion des Begriffes der "Wiedergutmachung™ siehe: Brigitte Bailer, Wiedergutmachung -
kein Thema. Osterreich und die Opfer des Nationalsozialismus, Wien 1993, 12 ff.

Siehe dazu auch die Literawurdiskussion in Bailer, a. a. O., 14 ff. sowie Literaturverzeichnis.

Robert Knight, “Ich bin dafiir, die Sache in die Linge zu ziehen™. Die Wortprotokolle der
osterreichischen Bundesregierung von 1945 bis 1952 diber die Entschidigung der Juden, Frankfurt am
Main 1988.

Die “Nirnberger Gesetze"™ betrafen neben den Miigliedern der Kulmusgemeinden auch zahlreiche
Menschen, die selbst keine jildische ldentitit mehr haten sowie sogenannte "Mischlinge®, mit Juden
verheiratete Personen usw.
:Dr.'F. R. Bienenfeld, Dr. C. Kapralik, Draft Memorandum on Losses of Austrian Jewry, 19. 5. 1953.
NachlaB Albert Loewy, Institut fiir Zeitgeschichte der Universiuit Wien. Dieselbe Summe nennt Gustav
Jellinek, Die Geschichte der Osterreichischen Wiedergurmachung, in: Josef Fraenkel, The Jews of
Austria. Essays on their Life, History and Destruction, London 1967, 396.

’Gcmaud Fuchs, Die Vermdgensverkehrsstelle als Arisierungsbehdrde judischer Betriebe, Diplomarbeit_
dm !nsunu “far"Winschifts- und Sozialgeschichte der Wintschaftsuniversitit Wien, Wien 1989, 18 ff:,
'166. 3

Zur Geschichte der Vermogensverkehrsstelle und Durchfiilhrung der “Arisierungen” siehe Gertraud
Fuchs, a. a. O.

a.a. 0., 166.

Siehe dazu unter anderen: Jonny Moser, Die Verfolgung der Juden, in: Dokumentationsarchiv des
osterreichischen Widerstandes (Hrsg.), Widerstand und Verfolgung in Wien 1934-1945, Wien 1975,
Band 3, 195 ff.; Elisabeth Klamper, Die Simation der jidischen Bevélkerung in Wien vom Ausbruch
bis zum Ende des Krieges, in: Dokumentationsarchiv des dsterreichischen Widerstandes (Hsg.),
Judische Schicksale. Berichte von Verfolgten, Wien 1992, 164 ff.

Gerhard Botz, Wohnungspolitik und Judendeportationen in Wien 1938-1945. Zur Funktion des
Antisemitismus als Ersatz nationalsozialistischer Sozialpolitik, Wien 1975, bes. 28.; zur Vorgangsweise
der Gemeinde Wien: Herbert Exenberger, Johann Koss, Brigitte Ungar-Klein, “Kindigungsgrund
Nichuarier”. Aus- und Umsiedlungen jidischer Mieter aus Wiener kommunalen Wohnbauten in den
Jahren 1938739, Projekt P 7835-HiS, Fonds zur Férderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung, Wien
1992.

Stenographisches Protokoll der 14. Sitzung des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich, V.
Gesetzgebungsperiode, 15. 5. 1946,

Knight, a. a. O., 263.

StGBI. Nr. 10, 10. 5. 1945.

Siehe beispielsweise Karl Renner in der 5. Kabinettsratssitzung vom 10. 5. 1945, zitiert in: Knight, a.
a. 0., 83; Dr. Alfred Migsch, Zur Versorgung der Opfer des Naziterrors. Es darf keine personliche
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22

23
24

25

26
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38
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40

Bereicherung geben! Informationsdienst der Sozialistischen Partei Osterreichs, Sondernummer vom 5.
Juni 1945; Kommunistische Partei Osterreichs (Hrsg.), Rothschild greift nach Osterreich, o. J..

Der Abgeordnete Kolb ais Berichterstatter zum Nichtigerklarungsgesetz, Stenographisches Protokoll
der 14, Sitzung des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich, V. Gesezgebungsperiode, 15. 5. 1946.

Vgl. dazu das Memorandum der Staatskanzlei, Auswartige Angelegenheiten: “Die aufienpolitische und
die volkerrechtiche Seite der Ersatzanspriche der jidischen Naziopfer®, abgedruckt in Knight, a. a,
0., insbes. 107.

BGBI. 106/1946.

Siehe dazu auch Goufried Klein, 1938-1968. Dreiflig Jahre: Vermdgenseniziehung und Rickstellung,-

in: Osterreichische Juristenzeitung, 24. Jahrgang, 11. Februar 1969. Zur Entwicklung aus der Sicht der
Opfer siche: Akim Lewit, Wiedergutmachung, in: Mahnruf fir Freiheit und Menschenrecht. Organ des
osterreichischen Bundesverbandes ehemals politisch verfolgter Antifaschisten, Nr, 1, 15. 11. 1946,
BGBI. 156/1946; sieche zu dieser Entwicklung auch Der Neue Weg, Nr. 41/42, 15. 11. 1946.

In Deutschland waren sowohl Entschidigung als auch Rickstellung - dort “Rickerstatrung” - kompakter
zusammengefafit.

Bundesgesetz iiber die Riickstellung entzogener Vermogen, die sich im Eigentum der Republik
Osterreich befinden, BGBI. 53/1947.

Bundesgesetz iiber die Nichtigkeit von Vermogensenizichungen, BGBI. 54/1947,

BM fir Vermogenssicherung und Wirtschaftsplanung, Vortrag an den Ministerrat iiber die
Rikckstellung enizogener Vermogen, die sich in Verwalmung des Bundes oder eines Bundeslandes
befinden (1. Ricksteliungsgesetz), ZI. 11.447-1/1946. Vorgelegt bei der 26. Sitzung des Ministerrates
am 18. 6. 1946. Archiv der Republik, BM fiir Unterricht, Ministerratsprotokolle, Karton 3.

Der neue Weg, Nr. 13/14, 15. 4. 1946, Bericht des Prisidiums der Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde Wien
uber die Tatigkeit in den Jahren 1945-1948, Wien 1948, 21 f.; Mahnruf fiir Freiheit und
Menschenrecht, Nr. 2, 31, 1. 1947. Zur Geschichte des damals aberparteilichen Bundesverbandes
siche Bailer, a. a. O., 45-52.

Knight, a. a. O., 153.

Vgl. Der neue Weg, Nr. 41/42, 15. 11. 1946; Nr. 45/46, 15. 12. 1946, Nr. 2, Anfang Februar 1947;
Schreiben Ministerialrat Dr. Franz Sobek namens der Rechiskommission des Bundesverbandes vom .
12. 1946, Archiv der SPO, Korrespondenzen des Bundes Sozialistischer Freiheitskimpfer und Opfer
des Faschismus, Mappe I.

Paragraph 6 Abs. |

Bericht des Priisidiums der Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde Wien, a. a. O.. 22.

Stenographisches Protokoll der 44. Siizung des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich, V.
Gesetzgebungsperiode, 6. 2. 1947.

Vortrag fir den Ministerrat zu dem Entwurf eines Bundesgesezes {iber die Nichtigkeit von
Vermbgensenzichungen (Drittes Rickstellungsgesetz), vorgelegt bei der 45. Sitzung des Ministerrates
am 12. 11. 1946. Archiv der Republik, BM fiir Unterricht, Ministerratsprotokolle, Karton 4.

Der neue Weg, Nr. 13, Mitte Juli 1948; Bericht des Prisidiums der Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde
Wien, a.2. 0., 21 f.

Draft reply to Cable Ref. No. 93346, 6 March 1947. Institut filr Zeitgeschichte der Universitit Wien,
NachlaB Albert Loewy, Karton Riickstellung 1947.

BGBI. 143/1947.

BGBI. 164/1949.

BGBI. 199/1949.

BGBI. 207/1949. Kurze.- wenn auch mit Riicksicht auf die Biographie des Verfassers zu lesende
Anmerkungen zu diesen und anderen Gesewzen finden sich in: Walther Kastner, Entziehung und
Rickstellung, in: Nationalsozialismus und Recht. Rechtssezung und Rechtswissenschaft in Osterreich
unter der Herrschaft des Nationalsozialismus, Wien 1990. 191-225. Zur Person Kastners siche Fufinote
4.

Eine ausfiihrliche Dokumentation der Problematik muf} einem gréfieren Forschungsprojekt vorbehalten
bleiben.

Beispielsweise bei der Entscheidung, welche Ertrige aus dem “arisierten” Eigentum an die Verfolgien
zuriickzustellen seien und in welchen Fallen der Verfolgte den Kaufpreis an den Erwerber
zuriickzuzahlen habe.

Bericht des Prisidiums der Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde Wien. a. a. O., 21.
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41 Vgl. Dr. Rudolf Braun, Die Rickstellung in Gesetzgebung und Praxis, in: Die Gemeinde, Nr. 2, Mirz

1949. i
42 Bericht von Abraham S. Hyman an The Commanding General, United States Forces, Austria, vom 4. (

2. 1947. Institut fur Zeitgeschichte der Universitit Wien, NachlaB Albert Loewy, Karton Riickstellung § 5y

1947.

43 Bundesgeserz vom 1. Februar 1946 iber die Errichtung eines Bundesministeriums fir Vermbgens-

sicherung und Wirtschaftsplanung, BGBI. 56/1946.

44 Stenographisches Protokoll der 97. Sitzung des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich, V. Gesetzge-

bungsperiode, 14. 12. 1948, Der kommunistische Abgeordnete Honner fiihrte einige markante Fille
namentich an. Auch Walther Kasmer, als Prokurist der Kontrolibank fur die “Arisierung” von GroBbe-
tricben zustindig gewesen, war nach dem Krieg als Fachmann fiir Riickstellungen ins Krauland-Mini-
sterium geholt worden. Siehe dazu ausfihrlicher: Bailer, a. a. O., S. 259.

45 Vgl. beispielsweise Der Neue Weg, Nr. 15, Mitte August 1947; Nr. 20, November 1947; Nr. 22, An-

46

47

48

49

65

fang Dezember 1947: Weltenwende zu Vernunft und Menschlichkeit. Unabhangige demokratische Zeit-
schrift, Oktober 1948.

Vgl. beispielsweise Der Neue Weg, Nr. 23, Mitte Dezember 1947; Die Gemeinde, Nr. 2, Mirz 1948;
Der sozialistische Kimpfer, Nr. 4/6, Juni 1950.

Vgl. beispiclsweise Stenographisches Protokoll der 38. Sitzung des Nationalrates der Republik Oster-
reich, VI. Gesetzgebungsperiode, 8. 12. 1950. Der Abgeordnete Dr. Scheff (OVP) kritisierte die um-
stindlichen Vorbedingungen fiir die Erlangung eines Auszuges aus dem Grundbuch, die die Dauer der
Riickstellungsverfahren unndtig verlingerten.

Dies kommt auch in Interviews mit Verfolgten oftmals zum Ausdruck. Vgl. das Interview mit “Otto
Vogel™ in: Dokumentationsarchiv des dsterreichischen Widerstandes (Hsg.), Jidische Schicksale.
Berichte von Verfolgten, 684 f.

Statistik iiber*den Stand der Riickstellungsverfahren von Ende Oktober 1954, Institut fir Zeitgeschichte
der Universitdt Wien, Nachla} Albert Loewy, Karton Ritckstellung Statistiken.

Paragraph 6 Abs. 1 in Verbindung mit Paragraph 5 Abs. 2 des 3. Riickstellungsgesetzes.

Juristisch fundierte Kritik an dieser Praxis siche: Georg Graf, Arisierung und keine Wiedergut- 4
machung. Kritische Anmerkungen zur jiingeren Osterreichischen Rechtsgeschichte, in: P. Muhr, P. |
Feyerabend, C. Wegeler (Hsg.), Philosophie-Psychoanalyse-Emigraton, Wien 1992, 73 ff.

Vgl. Fuchs, a. a. O., 201 ff.

Vgl. Die Gemeinde, Nr. 2, Mirz 1948.

Bericht DraF . R. Bienenfeid-vom Commitee-forJewish. Claims:-on=Austria; 0,.D. (1953), 9. Institut
fiir Zeitgeschichte der Universitit Wien, NachlaB Albert Loewy, ungeordneter Bestand.

Graf, a. 2. 0., 72.

Zu dieser Problematik siche auch die Arbeit von Robert Knight, a. a. O.

Vgl. beispielsweise “Wir klagen nicht an, sondem fordern Gerechtigkeit™, in: Unser Recht. Organ zur
Wahrung der Interessen der Rilckstellungs-Betroffenen, Nr. 4, 1. Jg., Dezember 1948.

Vgl. dazu Bailer, a. a. O., 256 ff.

Ab Sommer 1950 verdichteten sich die Geriichte um MiBbrauch der Amitsgewalt und Parteienfinan-
zierung rund um Kraulands Titigkeit, die zu seiner Verhaftung und mehreren Prozessen filhrten, wobei
Krauland selbst freigesprochen, seine Mitarbeiter jedoch verurteilt wurden. Dokumentationsarchiv des
osterreichischen Widerstandes, Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir historische Quellenkunde (Hsg.).
Christlich-stindisch-autoritir. Mandatare im Stindestaat 1934-1938, Wien 1991, 133.

Vertraulicher Bericht der Legal Division, A. Loewy, H. L. Sulian, vom 17. 11. 1948. Institut fiir Zeit-
geschichte der Universitit Wien, Nachlal Albert Loewy, Karton Riickstellung 1949.

a.a. 0.

Die Verifizierung dieser Vermutung bedingt noch weitergehende Archivrecherchen.

Stenographisches Protokoll der 114. Sitzung des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich, V. Gesetz-
gebungsperiode, 22. 6. 1949; der 3. Sitzung des Nationairates der Republik Osterreich, VI. Gesetz-
gebungsperiode, 23. 11. 1949. Der Entwurf sah beispielsweise vor, dafl es nicht als Vermégensentzie-
hung zu gelten habe, wenn der in jidischem Besitz befindliche Betrieb bereits vor dem Mirz 1938 wirt-
schafiliche Schwierigkeiten gehabt hitte!

Unser Recht, Folge 16, September 1949.

Knight, a. a. O., 221 f.
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Der sozialistische Kampfer, Nr. 7/8, Juli/August 1950. B !

Stenographisches Protokoll der 30. Sitzung des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich, VI Mitverantwc

Gesetzgebungsperiode, 14. 7. 1950. Zu den Details der Vorgangsweise siche Knight, a. a. O., 227 f. dber at;;ere
9.7. 1991.

Knight nennt irrmdmlich den 13. 7. als Einbringungstag.

Moglichkeit der Revision bereits erledigter Fille, das Vorsehen eciner Enteignungsmdglichkeit nach

erfolgter Rickstellung u. a. Knight, a. a. O.; Der sozialistische Kampfer, Folge 7/8 Juli/August 1950.

Der sozialistische Kampfer, ebda.

Zur Auseinandersetzung um die Haftentschidigung siche Bailer, a. a. O., 62-77.

Knight, a. a. O., 229 ff. . . C R
Knight, a. a. O., 232 ff.

Stenographisches Protokoll der 96. Sitzung des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich, VI
Gesetzgebungsperiode, 17. 7. 1952. )
Deuils finden sich: Stenographisches Protokoll der 96. Sitzung des Nationairates, a. a. O., sowie
Bericht (vermutlich der Legal Division) iiber Restitution Legislation in Austria, o. D., Institut fir
Zeitgeschichte der Universitdit Wien, NachlaBl Albert Loewy, ungeordneter Bestand.

Vertraulicher Bericht The Problem of Internal Restitution, 0. D.. Institut fir Zeitgeschichte, a. a. O.
Bei dieser Frage mufl auch der Wert der Wohnungen mitbericksichtigt werden, den diese nach
heutigen Malfistiben darstellen, sowie die Kosten, die den Verfoigten durch die neuerliche
Norwendigkeit der Wohnraumbeschaffung nach 1945 erwuchsen.

Siche Fufinote 11.

StGBI. 138/1945, vom 22. 8. 1945.

Siehe dazu unter anderen: Der sozialistische Kimpfer, Nr. 7/8, Juli/August 1950.

Neues Osterreich, 19. 1. 1950.

Paragraph 30 des 3. Riickstellungsgesetzes.

Bericht der Legal Division “Present starus of Restitution Legislation in Austria® vom 27. 10. 1948.
Institut fOr Zeitgeschicht der Universitit Wien, Nachlaf§ Albert Loewy, ungeordneter Bestand.

Knight, a. a. O., 215 ff., 221 f., 236 f.

Knight, a. a. O., 233,

Dr. Rudoif Braun, Das 8. Rickstellungsgesetz. Bemerkungen zur Regierungsvorlage. Institut fir
Zceitgeschichte der Universitit Wien, NachlaB Albert Loewy, ungeordneter Bestand. Das
Rickstellungsgesetz fir Miet- und Bestandrechte wurde vorerst als 5. Riickstellungsgesetz angekiindigt,
aufgrund des Aufschubs wire es das 8. Rickstellungsgesetz gewesen.

Schreiben des Rechisbiiros der Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde Wien an das Bundesministerium fiir
soziale Verwaltung, 13. 10. 1953. Institut fir Zeitgeschichte der Universitit Wien, Nachlaf Albent
Loewy, ungeordneter Bestand.

Vereinigter Exckutivausschuf fir jidische Forderungen an Osterreich, Memorandum iiber Anspriiche
aus dem Titel enzogener Wohnungen, 1. 7. 1953. Institut fur Zeitgeschichte der Universitit Wien,
Nachlafy Albert Loewy.

Gesprach der Autorin mit Dr. Walther Kastner, Tonbandprotokoll im Privatbesitz von Dr. Gabriele
Anderl.

Walther Kastner, Enzichung und Rickstellung, in: U. Davy et al. (Hsg.), Nationalsozialismus und
Recht. Rechtssetzung und Rechtswissenschaft in  Osterreich unter der Herrschaft des
Nationalsozialismus, Wien 1990, 196.

Siehe dazu Dietmar Walch, Die jidischen Bemithungen um die materielle Wiederguimachung durch die
Republik Osterreich, Wien 1971; Bailer, a. a. O., 77-93.

BGBI. 127/1958 vom 25. 6. 1958. Zur Vorgeschichte siche Bailer, a. a. O., 83 ff.
*BGBk« 13071958 vom*26:56 1958. Die Anmeidefrist-endete mit 30.:6.-1959:
NgloAlbert:Sternfeld,: Betrifft: Osterreich.-Von Osterreich betroffen; Wien 1990, 206 ffr

BGBI. Nr. 73/1957 vom 13, 3, 1957.

Zur Titigkeit der Sammelstellen siche den Bericht von Dr. Georg Weis, Sammelstelle A, B.
Schlufbericht (1957-1969); Walch, a. a. O., 111-138.

BGBIoANTr. 100/196} vom 22:73. 196 P~

Mafnahmen der’ Republik Osterreich zugunsten’ bestimmter politisch, religids und abstammungsmafig=
Verfolgtcr seit 1945, hsgov. Bundespressedienst, -Wien 1986 (Osterreich-Dokumentationen, 9). Zur
Vorgcschxchtc des Fonds siche Bailer, a. 2. O. Zum Vergleich des Geldwertes: die durchschniuliche
Alterspension eines Angestellten betrug 1961 S 1.500.

< vorn ond e
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98 Bundeskanzler Dr. Vranitzky erklire vor dem Nationalrat, Osterreich misse sich “zur
Mitverantwortung fur das Leid, das zwar nicht Osterreich als Staat, wohl aber Birger dieses Landes
aber andere Menschen und Volker gebracht haben®, bekennen. Zitiert nach: Salzburger Nachrichten,

9. 7. 1991.
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» ' — hird party nor copied or published without written
. Is copy may neither be lransfcrre-d toat : 4 . | File No.: .
L/-:ermissidn from the “Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People™, Jerusalem ° J v

HEADQUARTERS
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION
FRIEDRICHSTRASSE 29 - FRANKFURT/ MAIN : NNV '11954
PHONE: FRANKFURT 708 31 A.P.O.79
CABLE: RESTITUTION FRANKFURT U. S. ARMY
27 October 195k.
Mrs. Toni Neiger // /(,7 X . |
; - Al ;
JRSO - New York. ‘ p (ig. i /
[ C s ) ; ‘,'
Y
Dear Toni: L

Attached is a self-explanatory letter to Sy Rubin.
Please send him a copy of the list of the 3000 names, as well
as copies of Eric Warburg's letter to me in connection with
the designation of the successor organization under the

U.S.Heirless Property Bill.

4

Cordially yours,

SAUL KAGAN

SK/1e

Encl.
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JRSO -NY

Files relating to PL626 and heirless property in the US

950 PL 626 —Amendments July-Sept. 55
949 Designation of JRSO under Public Law 626 — Jan. 17, 1955
Memorandum for Executive Committee
1940 German assets in the USA Feb. — Apr. 1958
> 1838 Heirless property in the United States Aug. 54 — Jan. 60
% | 938 Heirless Property — Miscellaneous March 50-Aug 66
«| 937 Heirless Property Bill Publicity U.S. Aug 54 — Sept 63
a 916 a-f Trading with the Enemy Act (Heirless property 1946 —1965
legislation) ‘
4914 Heirless Asset Bill - Memo to Executive Comm. July 31, 1958
901 Designation of JRSO as Successor Organization under | Jan. 17, ‘55
P PL626 - Memorandum
900 Application of JRSO for designation as above Sept. 30, 1954
"o [ 899 JRSO ....Report by Seymor J. Rubin Oct. ‘55
41 Heirless Property Bill - JRSO'a/c 1955-1963
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March 6th, 1950

MERQUAMIRIN

BUBJEOT: Survey of OAP Veating Orders to Obtain Estimate of Heirlews Jewiesh
Acenunte

In cormsction with the pending amendment to Sestinn 32 of the Trading wish
Eneny Aot designsd to turn over heirless Jawish vested mocounts for charitabls pare
posss, various estimates have been made regarding the total valus of sush heirless
ascounts, Most 0ften, the value has Been estimated as Dedwsen $500,000 and
$2,000,000. Although no fmetual or statistieal evidence was available at the time
the latter estimtes vere mads, it vas ¢t usual opiniom that only the smaller ao-
county would remain heirless and unclaimed. Uensrally, and thie fact Ls known %0
all Jewish oharitable and refugee organivations working in the field, ths vealthier
monbers 0f the German Jewish commnity succeedsd 4n escaping from Germany in a far
higher ratio than the poorer members. Bven if the owner of the acocount in this ooun-
try was not himself adle to sscape, one or more heirs of the wealthy family were al-
most always able $0 make their way out. In the osse of ths tyyical wmall Jewish
shopiceeper in Oermeny, hovever, who may have set up a emall sccount in $he U.8,,
ascape was often | Affiould and expensive, with the resnlt that he and his ens
tire family wers wiped out in mch higher ratioc than smong the more afflnany groups,
Based on this history of the Jawish expsrience 4in Germany, 1% has bVeen suggested

that there would not be many large accounts which could qualify e heirlens and
unclaimad,

In an effort to obtain a basig for estimate which would be more grounded 4in
actual statistical faol, it was decided eeveral weeks ago to have a group of fairly
recent Jerman-Jowish emigres in this couniry survey the some 1L, 400 vesting orders
which have thas far been fswusd by the OAP, Specificslly, the mambars of he sur-
vey tomm were instructed to examine the nmemes of the former evmers of all ef the
vestad sooounts vith a view %0 picking out those names which sppeared to be Jewieh,
By caloulating the values of these "Jewieh" acvounmts, it wonuld then be possible to
form an estimste of the total Jewish acoounts,

The individusl members of the survey team were oarsfully selected on the }
basie of their activity and familinrity with Jewigh 1ife in pre-var Gemmany, Reo-
ognising the diffioculties of mscertaining religlous or ealtural fdentiffcation from mg
alons, 4t was felt that intelligent sorutinixing efforts on the part of such a team

would nsverthsless produce a mors valuable groundwork for estimate than has hitherto
exicted,

Survey lesults

0f the total mumber of tho 18,400 vesting orders surveyed, it was found that
approxinately 1,200 vesting orders appasred to bear names vhich were clearly Jedsh,
Although 4t mny be that a few names were included wiich wers mot in faoct Jewish,

there seems to be every reason for assuming that thiw 1ist of 1,200 4s essentially
corract.

228565


http:thrJu.gh
http:ld.'nt1fic~,s.oa
http:lMiTitlu.el
http:olarU.bl

L

The 1200 names were further droken dowvn ns follows!

a) Names which were dignarded beomiss the vesting ordey revealed
the name %0 de that of a truetes or agent rather than the
owner, (Where the name 6f the owner sppeared in the body of
the vesting order, a nev card was propared for thet name and
tnoluded in the ontegories HRlOW) . « ¢ « o « o ¢ o o o 5 ¢ s ® 150

b) Patent cases - These naves have also been di scarded for the
rensons (1) that the OAP experience with patent accounts gen-
ernlly, acsording to our informstion, Ras shown the acocounts
% be of relatively little valus, and (2) that the patents
would {n many oasss have belonged to wvealthier groups of the
population who, for the remsons stated above, would be likely -
whﬂv.cl“”"“"’l"‘”...."D'l.l.".!. ’75

©) Cases vhere retura orders have already been fssued . . « « » o 9?7

d) Oases which 40 mot fall 4n the above sategories and which sppenr
to ocontain assets of value, with the exoception of those where the
acoount 43 part of an estade . . . . v v 6 s 60660 e e 198

e) Cases whers the vesting order indicates that the account s
Mof“"muoboiootoooo60.00!0060.0
. 1,232

Based on the above, categories a), b) and o) have not been dsalt with
further and instead attention has been concentrated on categories &) and ),
for vhich a qualitetive exsnination and breakdowh has besn mede, In the case
of category d) 4% wes discovered that of the 198 vesting orders 73 represented
cases in vhich title claims have Yesn filed, thug giving basis for assunming
that the owners or their heirs are alive and that the asecounts are mot heir-
lens, VWith refersnce to the remaining 124, it was found that the total value
m’w..-.ool!ootl.ﬁlbnoo..n-oocooano.ao.‘))‘.ﬁoo

In round figures, this shows sn sversgs valus of $2,700 for esah vesting
order in the category.

The above figure of $336,380,00 smset be further qualified by the
fact that al) title claims have not yet Veen sent from the Washington of-
fice of the OAP to ¢ sw York regionmal office (where the instant survey
was conduoted), Bince the information furnished is that spproximately 3/5
of all olaims have besn sent to the Wew York offises from Washington, it
has been assumed that the above mumhey of 73 represeants only a 3/5 fimre
and that 50 more title elaims, or the remmining 2/5's, may therefore be an-
tioipated as deductidle from the above figurs of 125 vesting orders. Cale
culating these at a $2,700 average, 4t is nscessary to dsduot another
$135,000 from the $336,380, tims leaving a total for this eategory of . . $201,380.
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Becauss of the faotor of{time, and because of their more complicsted
character, 4% was mot possible to make ths same qualitative examination of
the various accounts in eategory (e), thet 1s, the estates, Instesd, =
sample of 42 estate vesting orders was sslected, of which 12 wers found ¢o
contain titls elaime on file. Of the remainder, the sverage value of sach
vesting order was found to be approximately $3,000.

Taking the total nuxher of zﬁeln-ung orders for estates, it &s falr
to aseuns that approximately 60f of the cawss vill have title elaims, (The
pereentage of ensde under ontegery 4) a in wvhich title claims were fijed
vas 624%.) Wnhen the remaining k0%, er vesting orders, s mltinlied % <o opy
the average valna of $J.OOO, atotal 4 obtalned of . &+ ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 2 0 & w o
: ¢q96, 3g0
The combined total of the oniagoriss 4) and o) is thus found to be  $6457380

: In addition to the ahoys walues, 3t {¢ neesssary %o renognize that
there may de ag many as another 200-300 "eligibtle" names eontained 4in the
vesting orders vhich are not Wewieh sounding” but vhich would meverthe-
less eventually be found, upon investigntion, to be heirless and Jewish,
Taking 200 as the figure for this purpose and waltiplying 4% by an average
value of $3,000 per socount, an additionsl amount of $600,000 Ls odtained,
It is recognissd further that there may be some patent orders vhich ave
found to ~mualify and that the estate values, as estimated above, may be
somevhat consarvative, TFor all of thease reausns, 4t is suggested that the
actual total figure may approximate a value of $1,500,000, ‘

CONOLUSIGNT The value of those aceounts in $he hands of the OAP
which vill bas found to be Jewigh and heirless, aFe estimated to be . , .
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JRSO -NY

Files relating to PL626 and heirless property in the US

950 PL 626 —Amendments July-Sept. 55
949 Designation of JRSO under Public Law 626 — Jan. 17, 1955
| Memorandum for Executive Committee
940 German assets in the USA Feb. — Apr. 1958
939 Heirless property in the United States Aug. 54 —Jan. 60
938 Heirless Property — Miscellaneous March 50-Aug 66
937 Heirless Property Bill Publicity U.S. Aug 54 — Sept 63
| 916 a-f Trading with the Enemy Act (Heirless property 1946 —1965
legislation)
914 Heirless Asset Bill — Memo to Executive Comm. July 31, 1958
901 Designation of JRSO as Successor Organization under | Jan. 17, 55
PL626 - Memorandum
900 Application of JRSO for designation as above Sept. 30, 1954
899 JRSO ....Report by Seymor J. Rubin Oct. ‘55
41 Heirless Property Bill - JRSO a/c 1955-1963
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AMERICAN JEWISHO CO.‘IDIITTEJE

386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. Cable Address, “WISHCOM, NEW YORK"

Telepbone MURRAY HILL 5-0181

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Presidens

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Howorary President HAROLD RIEGELMAN, New York, Vice-President
IRVING M. ENGEL, Chairman, Bxecwsive Committec HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Homorery Vice-President RALPH E. SAMUEL, New York, Vice-President
HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Cbairmaen, Adminissrative Commiszes SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF, Homorery Vice-President DAVID SHER, New York, Vice-Presidens
GUSTAVE M. BERNE, Treasarer ALBERT H. LIEBBERMAN, Pbiladelphia, Vice Presidens JESSE H. STEINHART, San Frencisco, Vice-Presideni
MAURICE GLINERT, Associste Treasnrer CHARLES W, MORRIS, Losiseilis, Vice-Prasidems ALAN M. STROOCK, New York, Vice-Presidens
EDWARD A. NORMAN, Secrerary NATHAN M. OHRBACH, New York, Vice-Presidens  FRANK L. SULZBERGER, Chicago, Vice-Presidens
‘ JOHN SLAWSON, Execatire Vice-Presideus

May 3, 1950

Dear Eli:

I hasten to send over by messenger Dave (lickman's
contribution for your revision.

Cordially,

oy

Eugene ievesi

Mr. ©li ltock

The American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee

270 Madison Avenue

New fork 16, N.Y.

El:ep

, 328266
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‘TRIE PORT OF NEW YOREKE AUTEORITTY
114 (C(:I‘.(//I//l"-‘/( vencee-al 15 th Ytrcet '-.\Nr'u-'(f/msé 17 .‘7\(91

DEPARTMENT OF PORT DEVELOPMENT
Wolter P Hecdden

DIRECTOR

ALGONQUIN B-1000

PLANNING BUREAU

.%un/' '7/‘./.7/£r.w'n;7 Hay 5 . 1950

CHIEF

Dr. sugene Hevesi
American Jewish Committee
384 Fourth Avenue
New York 16, N. Y.

Dear Eugene:

Inclosed is a revision of the memorandum on alien Jewish
property held by the Office of Alien Property Custodian, I have
taken the liberty of revising the original draft rather considerably
and hope that the result is satisfactory.

The statistical revisions,included in the attached, have
been checked and double-checked. I am frankly at a loss to under-
stand how the authors of the original draft completely ignored the
results of the analysis of the sample of the L12 cases covering
properties which are parts of lerger estntes., However, be this as
it may, the final tabulation comes within the limits yeou indicated
are desirable.

Sincerely,

—

DLG/es David L. Glickman
Attached
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May ,+9 1950 .

MIEMORANDUM

Subject: Survey of Office of Alien Property Custodian Vesting Orders to

Obtain Estimates of Heirless Jewish Accounts.
Background

A Subcommittee of the House Comﬁittee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce has before it a proposed amendment to Section 32 of the Trading ‘
with the Enemy Act. This amendment prov1des that the proceeds gf heirless

AXZQJ /r‘% JGWMJM@ v

accounts currently vested in the Office of Alien Property Custodia 1§e used a:ybt
for relief and rehabilltation of victims of Nazil persecution, andeor other
charitable purposes related thereto, The amendment also provides that successor
organizations be established to administer these proceeds. This memorandum
presents an analysis and estimate of the Jewish portion of the heirless property
held by the Office of Alien Property Custodian, |

Several months ago, a group of fairly recent German-Jewish emigres
was designated to examine approximately 14,400 vesting orders issued by the
Office of Alien Property Custodian. The objective of tﬁis examination was to
segregate those vesting orders which, on the basis of the.group's familiarity
with Jews and Jewish life in pre-war Germany, cover hgiwlesssJewish property.
The members of the examining group werelcarefully selected; they represent a
cross-section of Jewish persons with extensive experience and knowledge of
Jewish affairs in ﬂitler's Germany. The 14,400 vesting orders examined were
not a sample; they camprised all of the yesting orders issued by the Office

of Alien Property Custodian. These orders covered Jewish as well as non-
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Jewish property, and also property for which individual claims by remaining
be

heirs have been submitted as well as property which i heirless,

Reswlts of Survey

The examining group indicated that approximately 1,200 of the 14,400

vesting orders covered property which, in its opinion, was clear] Jewish in

1,000 = |
ownership. In addition, it believed that an addltiona!l. -296-300 vesting orders

l 4 probably also covered Jewish property but was not specifically being designated
U as such, pending detailed investigation,
Detailed and critical examination of the 1,200 orders which were
clearly Jewish in origin revealed the following:
(a) 97 orders represented cases where orders to return the properties in-

ML WAL B Thtin
volved to'\leglt.n.mately established heirs had already been issued; /ﬁ

o wiNL
[I (b) 150 orders covered properties listed in the names of trustees and agents M

rather than orlglnal owners or legitimately establlshed helrs(\‘)'h’u Gy m

/ o( {x -
(¢) 375 orders cmm.md—olms-—to patent rights and royalties; o
(:Q) L12 orders covered properties which are aetwaddy parts of leegoT Ww w

“ °8:"4(—¢.£ -
eshatesp o M
(% 198 orders covered cases which do not fall into any of the above &
/v}a,l,"ﬂlbé a~d_
categories Wb which contain assets of value.)
I\ of Ko whiu AR Orcount A

The vesting orders falling within category (a) do not comprlse

property which is heirless; they were R t,herefore, automatically excluded

from further consideration, The 150 category (b) orders (agent and trustee O,
cases) widd—wndeuhted include some yhi 3 srove—to T HeITess,. Thai A
\ 4 A L A %-
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er the ¢ ™ trustees will be ATed dnd-henored.
The 375 category (c) orders, (patent cases) require further study before
e L e e o

)
their value can be determined. No e PtMETT potential value is, s, There-
. rA’& THhg OAMYVTTa AM&Q _}7:«14.7/0_‘, b e o
~forg, inerudet—tmrtirts— o yeise
Iﬁe 112 category (d) orders (parts ofixgzzébs cases) consiiﬁfof\\\

cases‘which are extremdly complicated irr chgracter. T;\bave exanified each \

case in detail would have required far morg time than was available. In order,

therefore, to arrive at & reasonable appr¢ximation of their valug, a 10 percent

ample, 42 cases, was subjected to intensjve analysis. This ana)ysis reveal

that 12 of the 42 cases, 38.6 percent, irfvolved properties for wjich claims

en submitted t
Tha 1~
ses, 71l.4 percegnt of the s

oy remalning heirs have b

AAIAL A, At A
dlan, The remaining 30
A

the Office of Alien Prdperty Custg

b .»tu}w aarl
iple, were Lfound to haj

@ [ <
o
é

o ErsTasc

of all of the 412 ordefs in this catesory, 71l.). pejrcent or 294 prders con-

At an ayérage value off $3,000 per/order, the to&gl

A1l of the vesting orders in category Q‘), the non-classified group,
were examined in detail. It was found that 73 involved properties for which
individual title claims by heirs have been filed. It is assumed here that all
of these individual claims will prove to be valid and that the propert.ies in-
volved are not, therefore, heirless. The remaining 125 orders were found to
have a total value of $336,380, an average of approximately $2,700 for each
order. However, the Office of Alien Property Custodian has indicated that

some additional individual claims for properties in this category of orders
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must be taken into account in any tabulatign of values. It has submitted .
information to the effect that the 73 indisddwsl claims already examined
actually represent only about 60 percent of the total yolume of such claims.
Accordingly, it is assumed that an additional 50 i . claims will be
found to be valid, and that their value shéuld be deducted4from the $336,380
total. At an average of $2,700 per order, the total value of this deductible

portion is $135,000, leaving a net value of category w orders of $201,380,

, %«MX\-

Summary

1. The data presented above indicates that it is reasonable to assume that.

the value of spécifically identifiable heirless Jewish property is $dyo@lyQ00,
95,000

consisting of the following: - '\for orders covering properties which
. are parts of lagmer estates, and $201,000 for orders covering properties which

are not readily classifiable as to type of assets.

|,000 - 30D

2. It is believed that a substantial portion of the 800—969 orders which
were not specifically identified as Jewish in origin by the examining group

pending det,ailed investigation will, in fact, prove to be Jewish. Assumi:xg .
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that only.aee»o thege will mat =Ly Lo found to HeToiderichuoiiibng il = K

::. v \P 0 MW P 20V ¢ 4 « /’ QA vl
assidgping \aAfelue™e on_'ly | 00 1} egefi)order dﬂ“ﬂ Yo "':'--'-;,
A A AN et g, Y
o O o ;o b, 000 A, i‘g’yl
¥

The $2,700 average value, it should be noted, is the ower ¢ the two avernges

found in detailed examination of the estate and non-¢lassified groups.

. Eﬁ 3., Although the 375 patent case orders were not exgmined in detail, on the
\

basis of past experience it is believed to be entir¢ly reasonnble that they
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ably below the averages of $3,000 for orders coverins properties which are
parts of estates, and $2,700 for orders covering properties which are non-

classifiable as to assets,

L. On this basis, the total volue of heirless Jewish property held under

vesting orders of the Office of Alien Property Custodian is $ly5a3=000"to
5202110007 T FOIAOWS ! ~Cmmp—, :

Value of Heirless Jewish Property Held Under Vesting
Orders of Office of Alien Property Custodian

Orders covering properties for which individual
claims have been sutmitted.

Orders covering properties listed in names of
agents and trustees

208 LU0
Orders covering patent rights and royalties $300,000=400,000—
Orders covering properties which are parts of 0?5/ it
larger estates. ~-880 5069~

Orders covering properties not immediately

classifiable as to type of assets. 201,?5957
Orders covering properties not immediately o T
classifiable as of Jewish origin. —540,;000 —

$1,921,000-2,021,000
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Files relating to PL626 and heirless property in the US

950 PL 626 —Amendments July-Sept. 55
949 Designation of JRSO under Public Law 626 — Jan. 17, 1955
Memorandum for Executive Committee
1940 German assets in the USA Feb. — Apr. 1958
= 939 Heirless property in the United States Aug. 54 — Jan. 60
% [ 938 Heirless Property — Miscellaneous March 50-Aug 66
x| 937 Heirless Property Bill Publicity U.S. Aug 54 — Sept 63
~~91 6 a-f Trading with the Enemy Act (Heirless property 1946 —1965
legislation)
Y| 914 Heirless Asset Bill - Memo to Executive Comm. July 31, 1958
901 Designation of JRSO as Successor Organization under | Jan. 17, ‘55
’ PL626 - Memorandum
900 Application of JRSO for designation as above Sept. 30, 1954
"o | 899 JRSO ....Report by Seymor J. Rubin Oct. ‘55
541 Heirless Property Bill - JRSO a/c 1955-1963
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Bepartment of Justice

STATEMENT
OF

BRUNO RISTAU
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF FOREIGN LITIGATION
CIVIL DIVISION

BEFORE
THE
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC POLICY AND TRADE
HOUSE OF REBPRESENTATIVES

CONCERNING

H.R. 7729 - OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY

ON

JULYy 31, 1980
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee:

I am Bruno A. Ristau, Director of the Office of Foreign
Litigation in the Civil Division of the Department of Justice.
Ag part of my duties, I have atFended for the past two years
to the remaining litigation and claims involving the World
War II vested property program, and I have overseen and
directed the administrative functions of the Office of Alien
Property ("O.A.P.")

I appear today pursuant to the invitation extended by
the Chairman to submit the views of the Department on H.R.
7729. The principal feature of the bill is to complete the
administration of enemy property vested during World War IT
and to terminate the 0.A.P. by September 30, 1980.

The O0.A.P. is responsible for administering, liquidating,
and disposing of the interests in property of the United
States which was vested under the Trading with the Enemy Act
in World War II. Assets administered and disposed of by the
Office have included business concerns, real estate, personal
property, mortgages, estates, trusts; patents, copyrights,
trademarks, stocks, Bonds, and objects of art.

To the extent possible, vested property was reduced to
cash by sale or liquidation. .Beginning in 1946, through
various amendments to the Trading with the Enemy Act, the
Congress directed the disposition of the proceeds from the
sale of vested property. Thus, Section 32 permitted the

return to certain non-hostile persons; Section 34 provided

328274



- [ .
REPRODUGED AT THE NATIGN AL AFCHIVES DECLASSIFIED

Autarty MD 00902 ()

sy WD tiara Date}[_‘l'é:

F{(B & SF?' —
Entry A -39
File offe g teesli

Box { _ ——-

for the payment of debt claims to American creditors of
enemy nationals; Sections 40 through 42 directed the divest-
iture of future interests.in certain types of property; and
Section 43 provided for the transfer of motion picture
prints éo the Library of Congress. Section 39 directed the
transfer of the net proceeds of vested property to the War
Claims Fund, established in the Treasury; in turn, that Fund
was used to satisfy awards made under the War Claims Act of
1948, as amended.

As of September 30, 1979, the O0.A.P. vested and disposed
of approximately $900-mil. worth of enemy property. In
exXcess of $495-mil. of that amount was covered into the War
Claims Fund; the balance was either returned to non-~hostile
persons or used to pay judgmerits, debt claims, administrative
expenses, and to make other payments as authorized or directed
by Congress from time to time.

Appendix "A" to this statement sets forth the cash
receipts and disbursements of the Office of Alien Property
as of September 30, 1979.

Appendix "B" sets forth a summary of the claims programs
administered by the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission and
its predecessor, the War Claims Commission, under the War
Claims Act of 1948, as amended; as noted, these claims were
paid with moneys covered into the War Claims Fund.

Appendix "C" sets forth the status of the War Claims

Fund in the Treasury as of July 30, 1980.
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The Department of Justice made a concentrated effort
for the past two years to liquidate all remaining vested
properties; to cover into the War Claims Fund all unobli-
gated balances; and to retire all non-essential records and
files of the Office. As a result of these efforts, $9.3-
mil. was paid into the War Claims Fund last year, leaving a
balance of $312,000 in the Alien Property Fund as of October
1, 1979. |

We have now completed the liquidation of all but one of
the vested business enterprises in which the O0.A.P. had an
interest.:/ We have also liquidated all remaining vested
assets. As a result, we have collected in the current
fiscal year an additional amount of approximately $100,000.
There are no further assets left for sale or liquidation.

All litigation and claims adjudication arising out of
the administration of the Trading with the Enemy Act has now
been completed. Past experience, however, teaches that
there will be some minimal collection of further sums in
future years (e.g., assets that were written off as worthless

may again become marketable).

*/ One account carried on the books of the O.A.P. remains
open: 1t involves the payment of an annuity to the widow of
an employee of a German pharmaceutical company whose American
subsidiary was vested during World War II. The employee was
granted a survivorship annuity by the office of Alien Property
out of the vested assets of the American subsidiary. The
annuity is paid by means of interest earned on U.S. Treasury
bonds owned by the vested subsidiary. Once the obligation to
pay the annuity to the surviving widow is terminated, the
company will be liquidated.
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By statutory directive, the books of the O.A.P. must be
audited annually by outside auditors. The maintenance and
audit of the books results in an administrative burden and
expense wholly disproportionate to the results achieved. I
submit that the books of the 0.A.P. should now be closed.
Absent express Congressional\authorization, the Department
of Justice will continue to keep the 0.A.P. books open and
continue to transfer the future de minimis collections
piecemeal into the War Claims Fund. In turn, the Treasury
will continue to make disbursements on a pro rata basis to
those award holders whose awards have not been satisfied in
full. The administrative expenses incurred by the Department
of Justice in maintaining the requisite records and in
transferring and distributing pétential future collections
from vested property are likely to equal the amounts col-
lected and distributed. In consequence, the stage has now
been reached where the World War II alien property program
should be terminated with final effect. -- H.R. 7729 is
designed to accomplish that result.

Turning to the bill, new Sec. 39A(l) and (2) would
direct that no further transfers be made to the War Claims
Fund after the effective date of the law. The remaining

balance in the Office of Alien Property Account and any
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future collections would be covered into the general receipts
account of the Treasury, less any amount that Congress may
authorize from time to time to cover the administrative
expenses of handling of alien property matters - rent,
correspondence, Congressional inquiries, and records adminis-
tration).:/ ‘

Internally, the administration of the remaining open
account and any future collections would be transferred to
the Office of the Controller, Justice Management Division.
That office would keep the records of future collections and
would cause them to be covered into the Treasury. It is, I
submit, wasteful to keep the Office of Alien Property alive
for the sole purpose of making, and accounting for, these
minimal collections. The Civil Division of the Department
would continue to be responsible for inquiries and corres-
pondence involving the World War II vested property program.
(We still get occasional inquiries about the World War I
program, and we can anticipate correspondence on the WWII
program for many years to come.)

This then would complete the administration of the
World War II vested property program.

New Sec. 39A(2) (B) of the bill would authorize the
payment of $20,000 to Switzerland. That provision has been

inserted in the bill at the behest of the State Department.

*/ For fiscal year 1980, Congress authorized $105,000 for

the general administration expenses of alien property activities,
including rent of office space. Pub. L. 96-98, Sep. 24, 1979,

93 Stat. 416, 419.
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The representative from the Department of State will address

that aspect of the bill.
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APPENDIX "A" X/

OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 1979

CASH RECEIPTS

Cash receipts from vested property:

Principal $782,203,587.80

Income 82,470,234.62
$864,673,822.42
Cash receipts from non-vested property 2,168,197.77

Expenses recovered from Satellite

Assets Fund 397,348.72
Transfer from Safekeeping Funds 48,313.94
Total Receipts $867,287,682.85

CASH DISBURSEMENTS

Transfer to the War Claims Commission (and its
successor, the Foreign Claims Settlement Com-

mission) $495,550,000.00
Payment of title and debt claims, Sec.

9(a) suits and compromise settlements 228,665,351.66
Administrative expenses 62,931,927.67

Direct expenses, taxes, repairs, inter-

custodial payments, war production

royalties, etc. . 78,192,030.44
Cash transferred to U.S. Treasury under

Sec. 202(b) of International Claims

Settlement Act 1,636,369.34
Total Disbursements $866,975,679.11
Balance September 30, 1979 $ 312,003.74

*/ Source: Annual Report of the Office of Alien Property for
the Fiscal Year ended September 30, 1979 (not yet submitted
to Congress) '
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1. War Claims Act of 1948

Authorlty Type of Clalm

Filing Perlod

KNo. of
Claims

No. of No. of Amcunt of Program
Denials Awards Awards Completed

Title §

6(b) Members of U.S. Armed Forces held as prisoners
of war during World War 11—$1 per day for
Indaequate food ratlons.

1/30/50-3/31/52

286,315

106,590 179,725  § 49,835,899 3/31/85

5(a) U.S. clvilians interned by Japanese or In hiding
in U.S. territories and possessions during
world War 11—$60 per month.

do

23,000

13,740 9,260 13,679,329 do

7(a) U.S. affillated religious organizations and per-
sonnel for relmbursement for ald furnished
lo US. Armed Forces and civliians during
World War ti In Philipplues.

do

10,194

10,159 3s 2,858,560 da

6(d) Members ol U.S. Armed Forces held as prisoners
of war during World War 11—$1.50 per day
for faried labor and Inhumane treatment.

4/9/52-8/1/54

254,228

75,328 178,900 73,492,926 do

71(b-c) U.S. affiliated religious organizations for dam-
age or loss ot educational and other non-

religlous facliitles in Phillppines durin
World war . s ¢

do

89

41 48 17,238,597 do

5(h) U.S. clvilian employees of contractors Interned
b{ Japanese In U.S. territorles and posses-
stons during World War 11—$60 per month.

8/31/54-8/31/55

2,968

746 2,222 4,082,086 8/31/56

15 U.S. cltizens serving In Armed Forces of U.S.
Allles held as prisoners of war durlng Woild
War 11—$2.50 per day.

do*

266

S9 206 335,836 do

16 U.S. marchant sesmea (nternsd during World
w"llh' (not covered under Sec. 5(a))—$60 per
month.

do

385

214 171 333,594 do

17 Sequestration of bank accounts of U.S. clviilans,
membaers of U.S. Armed Forces, U.S. busl-
nass firms, and banking Institutions In Pnllip-
plnas during World War 1.

3,626

458 3,167 10,570,817 do

7(h) Non-U.S. sfilisted roliglous organizations In
Phlllprlnu of same denomination of religlous
orgsnlzations functloning In U.S. for relm-
bursement for sld and damages as coversd
under Sec. 7(a<c).

8/6/56-2/6/51

108

67 42 8,711,482 2/6/58

5(h) Deiention benefits to Guamanians captured by
Jspaness on Wake Island durlng World War
11—3§60 per month.

8/31/62-2/28/63

35

0 35 91,782 12/31/63

Title It

202 War damags or loss lo property In certain
Eastern European countrfles and territorles
occupled or attacked by Japanese forces dur-
Ing World war Il: damage to shlps, losses
to insurers, passengers on ships.

7/15/83-1/15/65
%(11/8/176-2/1/11)

22,605
%(4)

15,566 7,038
1) %3)

334,783,630 $/11/67
%(1,026,548) X3/4/77)

Totals, All Programs

603,819

380,850 $517,141,186

1 Many thousands of clalms for prisoner of war benefits were from residents In U.S. possessions and territorles occupled by enemy forces during World War 1l who filed
claims for these benefits but were not officially listed as members ot duly recognlzed units of the Armed Forces of the U.S. durlng World War Il. Accordingly, such residents

were Inellglble to recelve prisoners of war benefits, thus the hlgh pumber of

"These

isallowances.
ates, numbers, and amount represent prolests and additlonat awaids granted pursuant to Sectlon 615 of Public Law 94-542, spproved Oclober 18, 1976.
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APPENDIX "g" 2/

STATUS OF WAR CLAIMS FUND, JULY 30, 1980

Deposits:

Funds received in Treasury for
administration by Buregau of
Government Financlal Operations..... $252,685,000.00

Funds received in Treasury for
administration by War Claims
Commission and Foreign Clalms
Settlement Commission .............. 242,565,000.00

Total DEPOSITE svwssvissnsnsvisswns $495,550,000.00

Payments by Bureau of Government
Financial Operations:

Amount available for payment of

Claims vi ittt i et e e e $252,985,000.00
Payments made to claimants ........... 252,349,049.04 1/
Unpaid to claimants ......coeveu.. $ 635,950.96

1/ This amount includes an overpayment of $421,085.75.
The clalmants who received the overpayment are being
requested to refund the overpayment to the Treasury.
The amount receilved will be pald to the claimant
who was not included in the final distribution.

2/ Source: Information provided by the Bureau of Gov-

ernment Financial Operations, Dept. of the Treasury.

DOJ-1980:07
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OFFIQE OF

ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN R-176
WASHINGTON Supp.

MEMORANDUM TO: Lloyd Shaulis,
Secretary of the Executive Committee

FROM: A, Matt. Werner, General Counsel

SUBJECT: Notice of dcceptance by the Custodian of
offer to purchase property

DATE: November 23, 1943

There is transmitted to you herewith a copy of
a memorandumn dated November 6, 1943, from J. Howard Haley, Chief,
Real Estate Section, Division of Business Operations, dealing with
notices of acceptance by'the Alien Property Custodian of offers to
purchase real property, together with a copy of my letter of reply
to Mr. Haley of today's date. .

You will note that Mr. Haley inquires whether he
should continue to send notices of acceptance from the Chicago of-
fice or whether the noticeé é@ould be mailed directly to the pur-
chaser from the Washington office. You will recall that Mr. S. J.
Crowley, Chief, Division of Business Operations, has suggested the
adoption of a form of Award and Notification which will permit execution
in Chicago by Mr. S. J. Crowley as agent and attorney in fact for the
Custodian. Since the choice between these suggestions is a question of
administration, I am bringing this matter to your attention for appro-

A, Mﬁtt. Werner
General Counsel

priate action.
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MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. A, latt, Yerner
Ceneral Counsel
FROM: ¥r. D, 4. Jerome, for ¥r, J. Howard Ealoy Chief
Real Matc Section
| ATTENTION:  Mr. MeKemna
REs Estate of August Krienke, deceased
¥ lnz Grder 3, &8 am '

Ve are herewxith enclosing a duplicate ordginal of Form APC~-43 executed
by lr. Prank Felka, RFD #2, Peru, Nlinois, under date of September 25,
1943, You will note that the Custodian was to have hed 30 days from
the date of this offer within which to accept such cffer or earnest
monay depoeit in the amount of §2230.00 would be returned to the offeror
upor written request., To date, wa have received no written request, but
we have had a telephone conversation with one Stephen Faletti, realtor
who represents Mr. Felka.

The telephone conversation revolved arcund the fact that because ir.
FPelka was not notified of the acceptence of his high bid within the 36~
day period stipulated, he and Mr, Faletti, his agent, feel that thaey
mnwinapoanmtodwanddtmofthoronmm;x

. &, Return of the earnest deposit money, or
b, In lieu of return of earnest depesit meney,
to procure for themsslves a reduction in
the purchase price of the farmy
that is to 8ay, they are in a poaition to bargain and thereby pay
considerably less for the property than their aceepted bid price. In

this connestion, it should be noted thet there is a variance of approdmestely

$6,000 betwoen Mr. Pelka's bid and the next highest bid. %e do not feel
that the Custodian should acecept less than $26,725 for this property,

as we know that Mr. and Mrs, Pelka aré very desirous of acquiring the
farm,

As you were advised hy Mlss (ocd, by telephune teday, our query, is which
is the sffective day binding upen the offeror; the day the Custodien -
signed the award, or the day on which we mailed our form of notice of
acceptance to the high and sucecessful bidder, Mr, Pelka.
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Ro Erdenke 2 | | November 6, 1943

4o should alse like to have determined hy the Washingten effice whether
we shall coatinue to mend notices of ascsptance to the suscessful bidder
from this offise or whethar, upon aignature by the Custodian, the awsrd
will be mailed direectly to the purchaser from Washington., FPlease bear
in xind that several days elapse before we recuive the executed award
from Washingten, andthmfonwmumhdqhyud&mnwahh
length of time.
:aoshommmmumthuucmmmmmumtotmmm
of the executed award of sals to the succesaful bidder from the
iashington offias to expedite such notificsblon, and that we Be in-
foraed thersof, WWMMMI&M:WW

May we pleass have your comments on the sbove and foregeing.

3287285
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Box ¢
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INTERIM PROGRESS REPCRT
OF THE
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF' THE INTERNALLONAL REFUGEE CRGANISATION

ON THE PROGRAI OF

JJIOCATION OF A REPARATION SHARE TO NON-REPATRIABLE VICTIMS OF GERMAN ACTION
UNDER

ARTICLE 8 OF PART I OF THE FINAL ACT OF THE PARIS CONFERENCE ON REPARATION -
41D

THE FIVE POWER AGREELENT OF 14 JUNE 1946

- JULY I, 1947 - SEPTEMBER 30,1948

MR/742/48
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months negotiated with the Swedish Government for the payment of the
50,000,000 kronor which had been appropriatced by the Swedish Parliament.

On July 1, 1947 when the reparatlion functions were transferrcd, the
50,000,000 Swedish kronor had not yet been made available to IGCR. The
delay was occasioned by the position which the Governmont of Sweden had
taken, that upon making the payment it would relieve itself of all further
financial responsibility to IGCR, of whigh it was a member; and to IRO if
it eubsequently decided to Jjoin., In view of the clear instructions of the
Flve Powers that the 50,000,000 Swedish kronor were to be devoted by the
Director of IGCR or the head of thc appropriate successor organisation,

to the program for allocation of a reparation shore to non-repatriable
victims of German action, the Director of IGCR could not accept the Swedish
offer of payment on the terms stateds He therefore referred the gquestion
to the Govermment of France, as representative of the Five Powers, as
raising an issue on which a ruling by the Five Powers was required., On
4pril 12, 1947 Sir Herbert was advised by the Government of France that the
Allied Governments wers taking appropriate aciilon to obtain the 50,000,000
kronor for assistance of non-repatriable victims of German action, and not
as a contribution by the Swedish Government. The matter was still pending

on July 1 when PCIRO took overs

The balance of tho fund, which it was understood would be forth-
coming from the Govermnent of Switzcrland in the form of 50,000,000 Svwiss

francs, was similarly not available on July 1, 1947.

(2) Non-Monetary Gold.

The reparation agreements called upon the signatory Govermments
to meke available, as a second source of funds under the reparations progren,

the non-monetary gold found by tho Allied Armiecs in Germanya.

The Government of the United States acted promptly to implement
this provision, and in November 1947 issucd a Joint Chief of Staff Directive

(APPENDIX I, Page 10), regarding transfer of non-nonetary gold by the

328287
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U.S, Occupation suthoritics. The Dircctive was framed in very liberal
terms and covered not only the U.S, Zonc of Occupation in Germany, but also -

in sustria.

.'Upon recéipt of the Directive, IGCR represuntatives conferred with
the U.S. Milité:y kuthorities both in Germeny and hAustria, surveyed the
problems involved in the transfer of non-monetary gold and planncd the take-
over of whatever would be forihcoming under the Directive. /L preliminary
study revealed that the procedure of transfer of non-monetary gold would be {
‘a lengthy one, and would require technical and other assistancce At that : |
date, thc property which the U,S. Authorities' had a&ailable for transfer in ﬁ
Germany was stored in the vaults of the Foreign Exchangc Depositoyy i

Frankfurte.

For about a year prior to the issuance off the Joint Chief of
Staff Dircctive, the U.S. Authoritics had been sorting and inventorying the
property vihich was stored in the Poreign Exchange Depository in the original
gontaincrs in which it had been uncovered by the U.S. Army in concentration

caups, the Merkes salt mines, and other places,

The non-monctary gold in the Foroign Exchange Depository consisted
of a groat assortment of thousands of articles of Jevielry of all types and
quality, thousands of carats of diamonds and other precious and semi-precious
stones; tons of silver tahlewore, watchesg and alarm clocké; and bags of

gold tceth which had becn exiracted by the Nazis froimn the gas-chamber victims,

In Austria, the property availablc for transfor in the U.5. Zone
of Occupation vias stored in a large warehousc in Salzburg, and similorly
consisted of a grecat assortment of valuable porsonal propertye It diffcred
from the non-monetery gold in Frankfurt in that it also included thousands
of rugs end an even gfeator quantity of silverwarc; and no preliminary

assortment and inventory had been made by the dMilitary duthorities.
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The Joint inventory by U,S. Amuy and YCCR personnel bggan in

May 1947 both at the Forcign Exchange Depository in Frankfurt and at the
U,S. warehouse in Salzburg. The operation in Frankfurt was completed in

December 1947, and in Austria in February 1948.

The Joint inventory and transfer had becn in operation in the U.E.
Zones of Germany and jAustria about six veeks, when I'CIRO assumed the

functions on July 1, 1947.

as of July 1, ncither the Governments of France nor the United
Kingdom had indicated that there was any non-monetary gold in their Zones
of Occupation available for transfer, so that when PCIRO took over the
non~monctary gold transfer vias in progress only in fhe U.S, Zones of

Gormany and Austria,

(3) Heirless Assets

Article 8 and the Five Power Agreement made provision for a

request to be made to neutral countries to make available for the rehabil-
itation and resettloment of non-repatriable victims, assets in such
countries of victims of Nazi action who died and left no heirses The Five
Power fgreement {para.E) stipulated that the Five Powers would request

the neutral Covernments to make these assets available,

It was understood that the Allied Governments, upon oonclusion
of the Five Power Agrecment, brought this provision to the attention of
the neutral countries; and that while expressing thelr sympathy with
the desirability of makiné such property available to the surviving
victims, the neutrals indicated the legal, administrative and technical
difficulties which had to be overcome before they could make such

property available.

dAs of July 1, no aotion appceared to have been taken hy the

neutrals to make available heirless assets for the purposes designated

in Article 8 and the Five Power Agreement,
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" Executive Secretary despatched an urgent appeal on June 21,1948 to
the Government of Switzerland requesting the payment. As a result, !

/ the 20,000,000 Swiss francs were received on 27, July, 1948.

Receipt of the frencs brought to a total of g17,500,000
in dollar equivalents, the funds 4o be applied toward the 525;000,000,
leaving a balance of g7,500,000 still to be made availeble by the
Allied governuents.

Appendix IV, Table 7, sets forth payments totalling
18,222,430,65 Swiss francs nade to voluntary agencies as of September
30, 1948, from the twenty million francs, for application to approved
projects.

Appendix IV, Table 8, sets forth distribution to be made

of the balance on hand under the 90/10 percentage division,

3, Non=Monetary Gold
U.S., Zones

The smooth transfer of the non-nonetary gold operation
in the US Zones of Germany and Austria was assured on July 1, 1947,
by the prior agreement of the Executive Secretary to take over
the Reparations field personnel, and by the Executive Secretary's
notification to the appropriate US Milit;ry Authorities that the
existing personnel would continue the joint inventory, on behalf

of PCIRO, with the U.S. futhorities,

Lem AN AnINERL YN

FRANKFURT

Heving worked in the Foreign Exchange Depository vith the
U.S. Army Officials on the joint inventory, listing and appraising of
the non-monetary gold for about six weeks prior to PCIRO's take=over,
the field personnel were aware of the types of property being received

and the iniricate and technical problems which would arise in connection

u.oncl/'Wi'th
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with its disposal. It had become evident that a great portion of

the property consisted of iteris of metal value only and could be

s0ld most advantégeously as refined gold and silver bullion, This
applied particularly to the thousands of gold wedding rings, assorted
silver tableware, gold and silver plate jewelry and bags of gold teedh,
Upon the advice of experts it was determined to avoid transportation,
insurance costs, etc. involved in shipment abroad of the scrap metal
iteris from Frankfurt and Salzburg, (see below "Salzburg"), by arranging
for the smelting of the gold and silver scrap in a Frankfurt refinery

under the supervision and direction of the U.S. Military Authorities.

The gold and silver bullion which resulted from the
snelting of scrap metal artiélgs was disposed of through Samuel Montagu
& Co., London, and the Meteaux Precieux Co, Switzerland, The sale of
gold bullion to Montagu & Co., netted 2884,914 and the sale of silver

£,1,888,

Disposal of the balance of the property, the miscellanous
assortument of semi and precious gems, Jjewelry, silverware, stamps, coins

etc. presented a more difficult probler. {see below "IRO lMerchandising

Comnittee". )

SLLZBURG

As the takeover of the non-monetary gold in SalZBurg

progressed, it became clear that a portion of the property, like that

f -~ AN AInRl WAL

in Frankfurt, could be disposed of by smelting, refining and sale as

bullion. The scrop metal items were included in the property smelted
in the Frankfurt refinery and were disposed of as bullion, Disposal of
the thousands of carpets, and great assortment of china, silvervare,

stamps etc, presented problems as in the case of the reraining items in

Frankfurt,
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IRO MERCHANDIZING ADYISORY COMMITTEE

The Zxecutive Secretary directed preliiiinary surveys to
be made with technical assistance %o deteriiine the nost ad&antageoué
means and markets for disposal of the gems, china, silverware, carpets
etc, Both Buropean and Auerican experts advised that the only niarket for
disposal of the property was in the United States, taking into account

the necessity of receiving hard currency.

Having been advised that the United States was the best
available market, the Executive Secretary considered the problew of
the means of disposal at the lowest possible cost in order to ensure
that the highest possible proceeds would be received from the liquidation.
To ninimize costs of liquidation the Executive Secretary decided to

seek the assistance of prominent business men in the United States who

would be willing to lend their advice and services at no cost to the

progrmﬁ. The Executive Secretary approached Colenel Ray C. Kraner,
who had evidenced interest in the reparations prograia. Colonel Kraer
agreed to act as Chairman of an Advisory Committee which would super-
vise and arrange for disposal of the property in the US with the
assistance of IRO personnel. The agreement of Colonel Kramer to serve
as Chairman of an Advisory Coui.dttee and to arrange with others to

serve with him, solved the Major problem of disposals

Appendix V, Pase 1 lists the menbers, all of whom serve in

a voluntary capacity, of the IR0 Merchandising Ccru:ittee.

Afier a preliminary survey and study of the types of property
which would be available, Colonel Mramer formed his Comiittee and plemned
for liquidation in advance of the arrival of the property in the

United States.
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In order to reduce the expenses involved in liquidating the
property, the non-monetary gold was transported to the United States at
no shipping charge,aboard IRO vessels, with the clearance and perriission
of the US Army.

The principle method of disposal which the advisory camittee
decided would net the highest possible proceeds was by public auction
sales at galleries iﬂ New York City for those portions of property

sultable for disposal by this method.

A copy of one of the Parke Bernet catalogues of a recent

sele is attached as Appendix V, Document 2.

A catalogue of the sales of stamps 1s included in Appendix
V, Document 3, and Appendix V Document 4, includes a copy of catalogue

of another public auction sale,

Appendix V, Document 5, poages 1,2,3 and 4, set forth the
financial reports of the Merchandising Advisory Committee from May to
September 3rd 1948, and a sample copy of the minutes of a meeting of
the Merchandising Advisory Committee is set forth in pages® 6,7 and 8

of Appendix V,

The Merchandiziﬁg Advisory Coamittee is continuing work on
disposael of the remaining property. There is estimated g2,000,000
worth of non-monetary gold still to be liquidated, This consists largely
of about 100,000 watches and many tons of silverware, which were not
suitable for public auction, and which the Camitiee are seeking to

liquidate in other ways.

- It is estimated that it will take from three to six addition=-

el months to dispose of the balance of the property.

328293
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Todate 300,000 has been received from the Advisory
Cormittee from sales of properiy under its auspices, Additional
funds will be forthcoming in the near future upon conclusion of
other auction sales in New York and Philadephia, and sales of the

watches and siiverwarc.

All phases of the non-monetary gold operation are being
audited by the firm of Pricc uaterhouse & Co. The audit covers
acquisition of the itvems in IFrankfurt and Salzburg, their disposition,
the expenses involved in disposition, and the net proceeds. The
audited statements of Price Waterhouse & Co. will be distributed
as a supplenent to this Report, upon conclusion of the liguidation

operation in New York,

328294
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1. You will make available on demand to duly accredited representatives
of IGOR all valuable personal property which represents loot seized or
obtained under duress from political, racial or religious victims of Nazi
Govt or its satellite Govits, or nationals thereof which was or may here-
after be found, seized or confiscated by USFET or by local authorities
acting uwnder direction or control of US Forces, subject to following
oconditions:

A. That property cannot be restituted to Govt pursuent to WARX
85965 November 1945 (SWNCC204/2) and WARX 99226 Maxrch 1946 (SWNCC204/5),
as amended and modified by Control Council action, because determination
of individuel ownership is impractical.

B. That property cannot be restituted to lawful owners under laws
in force in place where presently found either because lawful owner has
died or ceased to exist without legal successor or because determination
of individual ownership is impractical.

C. That ovnership interests in real property located in Germany and
German currency or instruments of exchange payable in German currency
i.ll be excepted.

D. That Jewish books, manuscripts and literature of oultural or
religious importance will be excepted and disposed of pursuant to
separate directive.

E. That detailed inventory and tentative agreed valuation will be
made of property subject to transfer to IGCR hereunder, and transfer
will be made upon signing of Joint inventory which shall be made part
of recaeipt. '

2. You will permit property transferred hereunder to be removed from
Germany and Austria or to be sold therein if payment can be made outside
Germany or Austria in acceptable foreign currency, notwithstanding any laws
for control of foreign exchange, to end that maximum value be obtained
therefrom by IGCR. '

3. You will seek to obtain Control Qouncil Agreement to disposition
pursuant to terms of this directive of any property disposition of which is
reserved to Control Council. Even prior to such agreement you will never-
theless execute directive and you may advise other representatives of
Control that you are doing so pursuant to obligation assumed by your

@ovt in subseribing to Paris Agreement on reparations.

b Fxpression "Valuable personal property" as used in para 1 of this
directive shall be interpreted to exclude ordinary items of furniture,
clothing and other personal property of small intrinsic value and to
include any such items of uncommon value. In determination of impractic-
ability of identification pursuant to pare 1 subpara A and B of this
directive, regard shall be had to extent of commingling with other
property and difficulty and expenso of determination of ownership in
corparison with value of property. All property, as defined herein, will
be considered as falling within the directive and will be made available
to IGCR unless available ovidence clearly is to contrary. Vou will
ostablish such adm machinery as may be necessary to execut: -this directive
promptly and effectively.

(Received in IGCR Washington office 20 November 1946
Prom J.H.Hilldring, Assistant Secrotary of State.)
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RECEIVED TROM:
Samucl montopgu & Go
Sele of gold bullion

) Metal Precicux Co.
Sale of silver bullion

(3) Looted U.S. Dollars validatcd

by U.S. Treasury

(4) Procceds liquidation of
looted currencies

(5) Recciots from IRO Mercom
(Sales)

IESS Expcnsc Disbursements
and Rcserve on hand

oV ILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION:

LESS Payments to Voluntary
sgencies

BAT.NCE ON HLND September
15th, 1948

"“‘*—--—......,_\_J B !A/]'z Lﬁ.ﬂ()\/f
OX__Jy
PRCCEEDS OF LIQUIN.TION OF NON-MONET..RY GOLD
Us £ Swiss Belgian
Dollars Sterling Francs Francs
88L, 914
41,888
96,7}5.50
12,156.70 1,473
300,000«
1,281,629.50 41,888 13,156.,70 1,473
318,535.50
963,094 00 41,888 13,156, 70 1,475
786,680.21 37,800
£ 1764413479 £4,088 13,156,70 1,473
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APPENDIX IV. T&BLE Lo

P.GANTS TO VOLUNT.RY ..GENCIES TROM PROCEZEDS NONMONETLRY GOLD

U.s. £ Swiss Belgian
PLID TO: Dollars Sterling Francs Francs

L) Jewish Lgency
for Palcstinc L 3l,902 22,680

)) lmerican Joint
Distribution 349,268 15,120
Committee

;) World Council
of Churchcs 2,510.21

786, 680. 21 37,800

328297
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FLNGICTLL REPORT

CASH RECEIVED

Working Funds from PCIRO #  10,000.00

Partial Payments from Irvington
Refincry on metals smelted 45,000.00

Proceeds from 115 ozeplatinum ;
sold through Bache & Co. ‘
£ 92/0z, 10,636,430

Froceeds from U.,S3. Treasury for

gold sold 26,586.20

TOTAL CASH RECEIVED TO 5/26/48 g 92,222,50

CASH DISBURSED

Expense 200,00

CASH BALLNCE 5/26/48 § 92,022.50

ACCOUNNI'S RECEIVABLE

From Harmoer & CO. approxe £ 14,000.00

From Irvington Refinery Undeterminod
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

Accrued cxpense apnroXe 250,00

MR/740/48

328298
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FPINANCIALL REPORT

AS LT JUNE 30, 1948.

BALANCE reported previously (5/26/48)

SH RECIEIVED 3

Irvington Refinery -~ salo of metals
"

Goldsmith Bros.Smelting - sale of metals

Baker & COe - sale of platinum
]

Harmer & Cos =~ procceds from stamp sale
Harry G. Friedman -~ sale of silver
Willoughbys =~ camera salc

Loeb Rhoades & Co., - securities sold

CASH DISBURSEMENTS 3

Salaries 440,62
Office expenses 192,39

BATLANCE before remission

REMISSION TO PCIRO

CASH BLLANCE 6/30/48

2

8 92,022,50

15,183400
7,336.55

475030

14,863,06
5,676.72

11,,188484
508,80
1,970.67

1,600,82_
143,826, 26

633,01

143,193,25
100,000,00

43,193,25
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MEQCHLLNDISING ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE

PREPARATORY COMMISSION

INTERNATIONLL REFUGEE ORGANIZLTION

August 2, 1948

T0 THE COMMITTEES:

Submitted herewith is a finanoial report of the Committec as

at July 31, 1948

CASH BALANCE (6-30-48) - & 13,193.25
C4SH RECEIVED
Parke-Bernct Sales-Net proceeds 158,433.17
Sale Gold Leaf 130.00
Deposit on Bulk Silver Sale 25,000,00 l
Partial Payment Sofia Sale 27,500.00
Sale of Rings (Unsold at Sofia Sale) 1,455,00
TOTAL CASH 255,711.42

CASH DISBURSED

Salaries 4159

O0ffice Exponse 202,63 618,57
255,092.85

Remission to PCIRO . 200,000,00

CASH BALANCE 7-31-48 £ 55,092.85
Cunulative Remissions = PCIRO to
7-31-48 8 300,000,00

There have been no unusual developments since my last letter.

R.C, KRAMER

328300
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MERCHANDISING .iDVISORY COMwITTEE TO THE

PREPARATORY COMMISSION

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGrNIZATION

September 3, 1948

TO THE COMMITTEE:

Submitted herevwith is a finanocial report of the Cammittec as at
August 31, 1948 4

CASH BALANCE (7-31-48) £ 55,092.85

CASH RECEIVED

3 ,48L..07
25,000.00

Balanoe received on Sofia Sale

Doposit on a/c Sale of Watches
100,00

Sale of Ghetto Coins

2,000.00
0740
£ 86,5832

Sele of part of used Furs

Sale of Securitics

TOTAL CASH

CASH DISBURSED

Salaries
Offices Expense 48,62
Diamond Auction
Expense:
Supplies 180.16
Saf'e Depo=
sit Box 29.93 210,09 .

Expense of cleaning
rugs prior to sale  800.00 1,406,21

g 85,178,11

CASH BALALNCE (8-31-48)

There have been no unusual developments since my last letter.
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APYENDIX V., DOCUMENT 3, Page 5.

MINUTES OF MEETING OF

ICIRO - MERCHANDISING ADVISORY COMMITTER

v 27, 1948 3,00 DM,
119 West LOth Stroet, N.Y,

Minutes of the meeting of the Morchandising Advisory Committee

held on Thursday, March 4th were approved as maileds

Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held Monday, May 3rd,

viere apnroved as malled.

The Chairman reported that the following sales had been made
to date 3
(2) Stamp auction held by Ii,R, Harmer Inc. which yielded a gross
return of approximately g 17,500, and a net return (after
commissions) of approximately g 14,000
(b) Gold in the possession of the Committee has been sold to the
United States Treasury amounting to g 26,586420,.
(o) Platinum in the hands of the Committee has been sold in the
emount of g 10,636.300
(a) £ 45,000 has beon roceive& on account of mixed lots of gold,
palladium, platinum and silver which are in prooess of being
refined and scparated at Irvington Smelting and Refining Workse
4 financial report was rendered (copy of which is attached.)
The indeterminate amount of the iccounts Recelvable from Irvington arises
from the fact that settlement cannot be completed until the assay is
finisheds Auction terms usually call for settlement thirty days after
the auction, hence the Harmer hLccount Receivables
The Chalrman reported on the details of two contracts entered
into with Parke-Bernet, one for the salc of diamonds and diamond Jjewelry

and one for the sale of silver, ceramics and gold Jevwiclrye The sales

XXX ./oovared

328302



http:26,586.20

o NATIONAL ARCHIVES ‘.lk R G ;ﬁ‘ ‘
T R /«CoLAZSSM?/ | Entry 2 ﬁz,g oo F1ES
| / o A _ Lot g =

“u'on  RefOr 1z Lo
l 5. /a.‘ -k |\e &
‘ B APPEND] M ¥ oommnT De Page 6o

covered by these contracts will be held beginning June 21 and ending June 25,
Diamonds and diamond Jewslry will bo sold on the 2lst and 22nd, and tho
balance of the week will be devoted to the remainder of the merchandise.
A1l sales will be at 2:00 o'clock in tho afternoon with the exception of
Thursday, when a morning sale will be held as well as an afternoon salee

The Chairman reported th&t he planned to enter into a contract
with Hdenry Grunthal for an auction of coins in the possession of the
Commnittee, in October.

The report on thae saleability of the silver made by Parke-
Bernet is completely at variance with trade experts who had‘previously
vievied the silver. DParke-Bernet!s inspection to date indicates that
porhaps 90% of the large silver items, such as plates, platters, candle-~
sticks etos can be profitably sold after payment of duties. Their report
on the ceramics on the other hand was disappointing. Whereas prevﬁously,
trade experts thought it was our best category, Parke-Bernet cciimates
that only about half of 1t will be suitable for sale at auction in their
auction rvomse

In the expectation that the forthcoming auctions wiil be
successful, arrangemonts are being mads for Parke-Bernet to procéess
additional lots of silver and ceramics beyond those to be sold at that
aunction, It was reported that in tho-event ‘the forthcoming auction is
suceessful plans will be made not only for additional auctions in Iew York
but for auctions in other cities.

The Chairman reported that Parke-Bernet had agreed to grade,
measure and appraise the rug stock in the hands of the Committee without
charge, |

The Chairman reported on discussion that he had had with
Willoughby's in New York pertaining to the sale of cameras, lenses and

alliecd articles.

seeeeo/He stated
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He stated that Willoughby's had offered to dispose of them publicly on

a non=profit basis with merely reimbursement for-out—of—pooket expenses
which viers estimated at not more than 10% of the prooceeds of the salee

The Chairman was authorized to gonclude an agreement with Willoughby!'s

along the line outlined,

No action has as yet been taken on the disposal of the
securities in the possession of the Committees It was reported that
Loeb Rhoades & Co, and Kuhn Loeb & Co. were both.working on, the probleme

The Chairman reported that a number of refugees had written and
telephoned to his office asking for the privilege of inspecting the stocks
in the hands of the Committee because of the possibility that some of the
possessions which had heen taken from them were included in the Committee's
stocks. sllan Kramer of Sullivan and Cromwell advised the Committee
that he saw no basis of sucessful action of claimants for goods and in
ansver to a specific question from one member of ithe Committoe said that
in his opinion the members of the Committee had no legal liability to any
possible claims by virtue of any action taken by the Committee in dis-
posing of this property.

The Chairman reported on a meeting that he had had with officilals
of the Jewlsh Agency and the Joint Distribution Committee, at which he
advised them of thc probable rosults of the disposal of the merchandise.
Heo statoed he had asked both orgcnisations to give him any suggestions or
advice which they might have and to feel frec to suggest any experts that
might be called in in order to increase the amounts which might be
realized through the disposal of the property which we haves To date
neither organisation has made any suggestions to the Committees.

The mceting adjourned at 4330 P.M.

R.C. KRAMER
Chairman,
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50c PER COPY

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE

Without Restriction or Reserve
By Order of
Merchandising Advisory Committee to the

—_—

Preparatory Commission for the
lnternatipnal Refugee Organization of the United Nations |

<

Antique and Modern Gold Jewelry; Antique and Continental
Silverware; Meissen, Dresden, Rosenthal, Old Vienna, Her-
rend, and English Porcelains, Figurines and Chinaware; Clocks;
Bronzes; Opera Glasses; Compasses; Bohemian Glassware; Cos- L
tume Jewelry; Paintings, Etc.

To be sold at

SOFIA BROTHERS WAREHOUSE
45 Columbus Avenue, Cor. 61st Street, N. Y. C.

/\‘

EXHIBITION: July 19th and 20th
9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

SALE: July 21st and 22nd
Beginning at 10:30 A.M. each day

Goods will not be displayed on days of sale
and will be sold from Catalog only

Sale conducted by

LOREE GREEN CORPORATION

345 MADISON AVENUE, N. Y. C.
Warehouse Phone: Cl 7-6711 Office Phone: LE 2-1170
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JEWELRY

PRECIOUS STONES

To Be Sold for the
Resettlement and Rehabilitation
of Victims of Nazi Action by the
PREPARATORY COMMISSION

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE

ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Public Auction Sale

June 21 and 22 at 2 p.m.

PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES - INC
30 East 57th Street - NEW YORK - 1948

]
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PRECIOUS-STONE

AND | ‘,
GOLD JEWELRY
To Be Sold for the

Resettlement and Rebabilitation
of Victims of Nazi Action by the
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE

ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

PART THREE

Public Auction Sale
September 14 and 15 at 1:45 p. m.

PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES - INC
30 East 57th Street - NEW YORK - 1948
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CONTINENTAL SILVER

PORCELAIN AND GLASS
GOLD & ENAMEL WATCHES

ORIENTAL RUGS

To Be Sold for the
Resettlement and Rehabilitation
of Victims of Nazi Action by the
PREPARATORY COMMISSION
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE
ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

PART FOUR
Public Auction Sale
September 16, 17, 18 at 2 p. m. and

l September 17 at 10:30 a.m.

PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES : INC
30 East 57 Street + New York » 1948
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CONTINENTAL SILVER

PORCELAIN AND GLASS
BIBELOTS » TEXTILES ’

ORIENTAL RUGS

To Be Sold for the
Resettlement and Rehabilitation
of Victims of Nazi Action by the
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE
ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

ey SC——— O S

—_—

e

PART FIVE

Public Auction Sale
October 28, 29, 30 at 2 p. m. and
October 29 at 10:30 a. m.

PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES - INC
30 East 57 Street - NEw York + 1948
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CONTINENTAL SILVER
GOLD JEWELRY AND
ORNAMENTS

ORIENTAL RUGS

To Be Sold for the
Resettlement and Rehabilitation l
of Victims of Nazi Action by the

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE
ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

PART SIX

Public Auction Sale
December 17 at 10:30 a.m. and 2 p. m. and
December 18 at 2 p. m.

PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES - INC
30 East 57 Streer . New York 1948
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FOREIGN FXCHANGE DVPOSITORY

Origin and Ol‘eanizat;m
Present Functiona
FPerscnnel

Security

“volution and Achieveoments
(1' Depository Section
(2% Currepcy Section

Troblams - Deposgitory Seetlom

Problems « Currancy Ssection
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BESIRICTIED

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED EXTEDTTICNARY FORCE

ADO 757
7 Mareh 1945
ADMINISTRATIV": MrMORANDUM %

: t
NUMBER " 9 *

i

_ DISPOSITION OF GUHRENCY ARD OTHER FINANCIAL ASSETS

1, pefinitionss For the purpose of this Administrative Memorandum;

a. Ljiberated territory meems the territory of any of the United
Hations in the Buropeen Theater of Operations.

»

bs Epemy territory means the territory of the German Reich and
Austria prior to 31 Desember 1937.

6+ Financial assets, exclude eurrency but inecludes, inter-alia,
uncancelled stanps of all kinds, cheques, securitics of all kinds, in-
cluding sertificates of deposit or receipts therefor, foreign exchange
assets, gold (im bullion or eoin), silver or platinum in bullion form,
warehouse receipts, bille of lading, occmmercial paper, bank books, postal,
giro or other money orders, letters of eredit and jewels,

2, Currency Seized from Enemy ¥orges. All ourrency, exeept that

taken from Frisomers of War or agents or suspecte .taken into custody, seized
by the Allied Forees from enemy forses, whetherin Allied or enemy territory,
will be handed over ageinst receipt, to the nearest Finance Of ficer/Paymaster,
or Civil Affairs/Military Government Sub-Accountant with a detailed report of
the eircumstances in whieh the eurrency was found, Currency so turned over
will be treated as follows: '

a. If still lega) tender in the country of issue, it will be
brought on to the books of the Finance Officer/Paymaster or Civil Affairs/
Military Government sub-asccountant as eaptured funde and used for requirements
in the territory in which the currency is legal tender. The Finance Officer/
Paymester will send in duplicate, to the Comtroller of Finance and Accounts
G-5/Civil Affaire of the appropriat- Army Group, details of the amounts thus
taken on to his books.

be If no longer legsl temder in the country of issue, the Finance
Officer/Paymaster or Civil Affairs/Military Government Sub-Accountant will
accept the money on a hand receipt and will not enter it into his accounts.
Finance Officers/Paymasters will turn over the currensy, securing hand
receipt, to the Controller of Finance and Accounts, G=5/Civil '~ Affairs
of the appropriate Army Groupe.

328315
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3. al Assets od m Ene s, Financial assets taken
from enemy forces, other than Prisoners of War or ngents or suspects taken
into custody, will be treated as follows;

a, If tsken in liberated territories, they will be handed over
against receipt to nearest Civil Affairs Officer, who will deposit thenm,
against receipt, in the nearest bdbranch of the central bank and will furnish.
full particulars to the Controller of I'roperty of the Supreme Headquarters,
AEY Mission to the Government in whose territory the articles have beem
found, .

be Jf teken in enemy territory, they will be turned over, against
receipt, with full particulars of the circumstances in whisch they were dis-
covered to the nearest Military Government Officer to be treated as enemy
prv:perty under Military Government Property COntrolkinltructions.

and financial al:otl found on Prisoners of War will be truated in accordemce
with eurrent imstructions, provided the circumstances are such that the
Prisoner of War appears to be ths owner, Wwhere there is adequnte reason

to believe that the Prisoner of War ia not the owner, currsney will be dis-
posed of according to the provisions of paregraph 2, above, and other fin-
ancial assets according to the provisions of paragraph 3, above.

5¢ Currepcy and Finspcigl Assets found ip possession of Agents end
Suspects. Currency and financial assets found on agents or suspects, taken

into custody, will be treated in accordance with current G-2 instructions
whether or not the person appears to be a bona fide holder. Current in-
structions on this subject are contained in a Supreme Headquarters, AEF G-2
document entitled "Disposition of Fersonal Effects of Agents or Suspects
Detained by the AXF*, dated 24 August 194k,

6. Currency apnd Fipancias]l Asscts found Abandoned or Unmproteoted,

a., Currency and financial assets abandoned by the enemy forces will
be treated respectively nccording to the provisions of paragrsphs 2 and 3,
above,

bs In all other cases curreney and financial assets found unprotected
will be treated in the same way, and disposed of in accordance with the pro-
visions of paregraph 3, sbove.

7. Cu cy apnd c ets which are Adequately Protected. All
funds and financial assets whether in public or private premises adequ-tely
safeguarded against misappropriation will be left aslone. If currency and
financial assets which are left in situ include foreign exchange assets sueh
as gold and silver bullion or non-German currency, securities, cheques, drafts,
ete., the existence of these assets should be reported to the nearest Militsry
Government Officer.

By direction of the Supreme Commander; . 22%3] 6
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le Origin and tion

&, 'The Foreign Exshange Depository, located in the Reichsbank Building,
Frankfurt a.min, is & suceessor orgenization to the Currency Brench, SHAFF,
whieh Brench was ereated by Supreme Headguarters, Allied Fxpeditionary Foree
on 7 Jeptember 19L4. The primary functiom of the Curreney Brench was the
receiving, holding and supplying of oceupation curremgy for Allied Armed
Toreces and for Military Govermment cperaticms, but it was slac enpowered
*to act aa required as depository for end/or to exercise control over assets
seized or impounded by Allied Nilitery suthorities®,

be The Curreney Branch/Depository has always heen under the contrel,
supervision apd direction of the Finsnce Divisien of the following successive
Head quarters:

SHAYF  0-5 to 1 iy 1945
UFFT 0=5 to 1 Oet 19L5
% (U3 Zone) to 1 April 1946
CLCUs to date

ce Vith the termination of operatioms in other Furopeen countries and
restriction of remeining opsmations to Germany, the (yrrency Branch became
a Seaction of the Foreign Fxhange Depository.

ds The Toreign Fxchamge Dspository was campletely orgenized in April 1946,
with “xecutive, AMministration, Depository, Claims, Currency and Accounts sub-
sections,.

2. Lresent Functions

as, Tn the courss of its development the Depository has established its
primary functions into five categories as follows;

(1) Custody, inventory and acecunting for assets
uncovered in Cermmmny by Allied I'orces.

(2) Custody of assota delivered in .5, Zonme under
kil, Govt. Law 530

(3" Investigation of ownership and claims pertaining to
aasets held,

(LY Custody, issue, retirement and accounting for
Allied Military marvks of U.S. Forces,

(5 Aceounting for Militery Government Court fines.
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be Undsr speciml anthorization additional services have bteen rendered
from time to time of which the following ere examples;

(1) Acting as custodien for special jewel eollectioms.

(2) Acted &8s custodian for Military Payment certificates
prior to their issuence by DNisbursing Officers.

(3 Acting as custodiam for weluahles seized by G=2
Cenmorship Uivisicm.

(4) Acting as central clearing ageney in processing
payments to released Germen Prisoners of TVar.

53« Personnel

6e The stalf of the Depository consists of its Chief, Villiam &, Brey,
Colonel, G3C, Rh, twenty-two Uele military anc civiliap personnel, six
4llied technical experts, and sixty-five Germen ecployees.

be An required by the nature of operations the civilian personnsl
includes specialists in benking, accounting and wvault safe-keeping procedures,
The allied teohnical experts are essential for the detection, classifiecation,
depeription and appraisel of precicus metala, jewelry and rare eoins. Yilitary
officere are utilized for internmal security purposes. Cerman employees perform
clerical duties, routine counting operations, and act o8 assistants vhere
required.

L. gecurity

Tarly in the operation of the Nepository, & sscurity system was
instituted, Triple control was aatablished for the main vault vhere the
most valuabvle meterial is stored and éual control for all other strong rooms.
Tersong entering the vault and atrong rooams are accompanied at all timss by
security officers. Barbed wire barriers axd a flood lighting system are
maintained around the premises which are under puerd twenty-four hours daily
by a detail from the 18th nfantry Negiment, U.Se Army Officers supervise
the handling of all waluebles and provide internal security.

De Tyvolution and Achiavements

2, In a@ddition to its normal currency overatioms the Uspository during
the early part of 1745 begen to receive foreign 2xehange assets fram various
sources in Germany. A suitable structure for the latter purpose wes found
in the Reichsbenk PBuilding in Trankfurt, which was teken over and altered
ir certain reaspects to provide gretter wault space end security. Oince that
time other repairs and improvements heve been effected with the result that
ot present the offices and vaults are adequate for the purpose and permit
sfficlent oporatione.

328318
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be The first shipment of valuables, from the Merkers Mine eache, was
received at the Depository on 15 jpril 1945, Depository personnel et Merkers
line supervised the loading and tranaport of this enorsmous hoard comsisting
of gold bulliom, gold and silver ¢oim, plstinum, jewelry, a large guantity
of "33 Loot*, and various currencies, including 2,700,000,000e== RMe Almoa$
12n00 comtainers of various types were transported hy truek convoyas, over a
period of severel days, guarded by military eacort., Defore the end of 1945

a totel of 76 sdditionsl shipments of foreign sxchange assets were received.
They came prineipally from what 1s now the U.S. Zone of oecupastion in Germany,
but also from Austria, Czechoalowvakia and other areas into which the Army had
penetrated, It has been said that thes Depository contains one of the largest
single collectioms of wealth in the world,

Ce In June 1G5, a team of gold experts from the Us,de Treasury Nepartment
arrived in Frenkfurt to make & survey of the ms jor precious metal stocks in
the Depository. They continued their labors for some 67 days with the
assistance of Depository personnel, and st conelusion sulmiitted & comprehensive
report with a total valuation close te & 300,000,000 for preciocus metals,
concisting principelly of gold bullion and mzold coins,

4. The staff of the Depository, which about the rdddle of 1GL5 consisted
of some 16 officers snd 130 enlisted men, had barely started on the task of

inventorying, sorti cataloging and atoring the h¢ epgous aterial in
its vaults, when tﬁ%ﬁgééeployment program caused ﬁ%c a ‘:‘{éa‘uﬁ%féa 'ﬁt
personnal that all but the most essentisl currency funetions had come to a
halt by Octobere This curtailment lested well into 19L6. XCubseguent to
J April 1946 a plan of operation was adopted, qualified military and ecivilien
 personnel engaged, and suitable counting rooms prepared, The latter eight
);:ontha of 1946 have witnessed substantinl progress, with the remumption, of
{ a1l operations on sn increasing tenmpo, 4 1list of major accomplishmentis
follows; o

(1) Dopesitory gecticn Sl

/(f"\_ The task of inventorying and accounting for the great variety
' of valuables, concentreted in the vaults of the Depository
and estimated to be worth in expems of ¢ 500,000,000, is the

o o f oo btsi @ masit firast such assigoment performed in the history of the U.Se
x ,Jf-.u*) L ¥ vk e ud bk Army, The currency on hand is representative of over sixty
ool cf o Qul] o ',..s'}w-'k /.~ natiops and operetions bemn*\with the verification of that

i asee [« B i | asset, [The inventorying of jewelry end precious stomes star-

o bl farc§D artt™ / ted late in August 19L6 with the arrivel of the Tirst Jewelry

oo Y e mn 4| vxpertss Up to the present, priority has been givem to the
e S L o, A= L examination of 9.5. Loot recovered from Merkers Vine, Puchen-
o BB NS T T wsld snd Dechau, which consists largel ¥ of unidentifisble
PR Ry T " assets destined for delivery to the Ipler-Govermmentsl
70 fppeend®ren™ ™ (L Committee on Fefugees. Under special circumstances certain
TR B . SL T i " other shipments have also been cataloged anéd reflected in
NI R G\ SV R detail on the accounting records,

AN ‘#&""wln?’f‘n-"’f'-"“”“

\/\ILC(“ ’;.r|‘1‘l"‘?‘ : ﬂ'{lf .”'r‘(: [

. { .t ¢ L ; i ’L axt Y l(".{(. t 4 2
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In general terms njuaptities inventoried to dute are as followa:

Currency - 345004000, UeBe Dollars
200,000, ™Mglish Tounds
9,000,000, Norwegian Kroners
2,500,000 Duteh Guilders
2,700,000,000, TPrench renca
2,007 ,000,000, Greek Drachmas
Currenciea of meny other countries in lesser amounts.

Coln - Segregated and counteé muny thousands of gold, silver
anéd base metal coins of numerous countries, Nany pumismetie
types of coin, mecallions etc. noted and separately inventoried.

y
- Jewelry - Sorted meny containers of preecious and semi-preciocus

stones, beuds, acostume jewslry sic. resulting in the ssparation
of thousards of carats of preciour stones of all types. Invens=
toried thousands of watehes, rings, broocheas, jeweledé ornuments,
and tons of serzp silver of damaged telle ware, Alsc inventeried
were the jewel collectioms of "nmy Coering ané "wa Rreune.

ecurities = (ther then the relatively minor smounts of this
aagset recorded in the lierkers cache, no large security holdings

have yet been inventoried execept about 500,000 sheres of

. Conecordia stock againast which @ cloim has been filed.

The Foreign Exehange Depository has effected the following
releasss of assets to date;

l.1 grems fadium Feleased to Office of Theatre
Chief JMrgeon for shipment to T
€13 begs of Tussian rubles v“ielsass(‘.’,to USSR voiTt
33 millicon éollers o0lé bullion feleesed to the Hungerian
ard coin asascerbeined to have  (overnment
been the property of the
Mangarian Netionel Dank

22 tons silver btullion feleoased to Land (reater Hoase

ag 4 ioan to the Cerman econon

Crown jewels, religious vessoals faleamed to the )} L T4 in
and monstrances, rucssian ‘legba’en
Tabarnaclse, etc.

Included with the ascets upcovared in lerksrs ine wsre the bhook:
and records of the meciocus Metsls Department of the Berlin
Reichsbank. Thisg has proved & fruitful source of information as
to pgolé movements in Cermeny ¢uring the war years. Depository
persommel hes been called upon meny times by the U,d. State

328320
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Tepartment and representatives of certain “uropean Governwments
to investignte thesc records and render detailed reports.| Om

. one oceasion these records, consisting of [lee large ceses

were transported to the Finsnece Headquarters in Psrlin for
study, to facilitate negotintions pending with Switzerlend,

. Spein and Fortugel.

(2 Qurremey Section

(a}

A T

(b

Trevioua to the advent of =erip curremcy thin dection supplied
the currency requirements of various U.5. Disbursing Offices
and therefore was obliged to maintain certain necessary
functions dempite personnel limitstions. Turing the redeploy-
ment period however operations involving the verification snd
storags of currency were curtailed, The Sectiom has now
caught up with its work in all respecta and a resume of
operetions for L6 i¢ as follows:

Received, verified and stomed 1,.55 boxes containing
2,508,201 ,635 marks. -
¢

Received deposits Tor aceount Centrel ~ishuraine Cfficer
aggregating 1,666,260 ,5L575 marko.

Received capitured snd confiscated Tunds amounting to
1,321,963.81 marka,

feceived and refunded 1,0, Court fines, resuvlting in a
net increase, in Tines received, of 17,.03,729.55 marksa,

lecalved I'risoner of var funds toteling 1,571,1L4.75 mark
Received unclaimed funds tetaling 225,151 .9k marks.

© Reimburseqd Finsnce Ufficers for Civilion layrolls in the
amount of 19,708,303,61 marks.

iovanced %o 1lied Government sdssions ~51,15:.00 marks,.
Recdeomed muitilated /ML, totaling 3,091 ,527.00 marks.

Increesed deposits in its accounts with Heichsbank by
the surm of 10,27 029,50 marks.

Neceemsd counterfeit AW in asccounts of inanece Uificers

?repared monthly Tinanee Diviasion report for submissiom -
the War Department.

At present, this Jection is mainly engaged in continued
vilitary Government Court I'ines operstions, the gradual

328321


http:17,l,03.v2
http:1.321.~63.81
http:neees88.r1

i REPRODUCEDAT THE NATIOMN: u.A ZCHIVES R G 2(00

| Entry FED -Cwal Els
File 400 10-ad5rss
Box 3oy

-6 -

retirement of 411lied kjlitary marks, the sottloment of its
accounts end operations which have eovered the period from
7 Yeptember 1944, the ssttlement of Sub=-Accountents®
accounta. the payment of Filitary Peyment Orders and Cer-
tificates of Creédit held by Cerman former ™s, en audit
of wouchers redeemed from Uighureing Officers, issuance
of A¥ merks as raquirad by U.5, “isbursing Officers and
Lan¢ Central Ilanks ené additiopel routine operatioms.

@s In the plan of procefure wvhich was devise: for the accamplishment
of objlectives of the Depository fGeetiom problems have been santieipated and
provided for as far as possible., It is expected that many wnforssen contin-
zencles will present themaselves as upusuel ané unexpected items are encoun-
tered In the process of inventorying end dispoaing of all assets. A fipel
conprehensive and clear record of the quantity, value and diaposition of
the meterial in custody will eventumlly be available,

be A recent study wes made of directives snd propesals, and other
documents having to do with restitutions and repearetions. Ap a reasult
thereof it appeared that there were various inconsistencies that required
clarification or amplification. Accordingly a cahble (Ref'. No, CO=-790L)
wvas sent to Vashingtom on 3 February 1947 im whieh the following cuestions
vore reised:

(1} what disposition is to be made of monetary golé falling under
wX=-05682 7

The refsrence ocable directs that unidentifiadle personal
property removed frum racial and politicel vietims of the
Razie be turned over to the IOCR. Ineluded in such loot
are foupd moderate amounts of gold bars and gold coin.
Gold in these forme, however, had been defined as Monetary
Gold whieh 2m stipulsted in the Faris Heparation ‘greement
iz to be mccumlated as a "CGold Fot® for restitution on &
ratio basis to governmments who lost gold to Cermtny.

(2. thether the term *currencies® includes, in addition %o paper
mopey, coins of silver, sold and other matala.

f3' “hether eurrencies of Upited Natloms never under Cerman oacu-
paticn, will be restituted to enother Upited Nation formerly
under German occupation. if & elaim by the latter Upnited Nation
is established,

Txisting directives appear subject to two interprstations:

(a* PRestitution of identified owned currencies looted
from ocoupied United Natioms is a pre-requisite to
édelivery of residue currencles to issuing countries.
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(b) Telivery of ell currencies to issuing countries, the
claims of occupiséd United Hations to he setsled later
betweon governments.

(L, Determination of the order of preeedence of cable WYX=05632 (loot
Cirective' as resards any other dierosal directive, cspecielly as to
¥hather ¥X-CSAR2 1g to be econsifered & standing excertion to all
prosent end future restitution or disposal &irectives.,

5, "hether Upited States unilateral aection is contemplated under
existing disposal direectives prior to, or despite abmence of,
agreament within Control Couneil,

{67 Vvhether sacurities moy be cxerpted or suspended@ from Gelivery to
IGER due tos

fa" "™wair insignificant value c¢ompared to bulk of loot.

(b} The obsteeles vhich woull he epepuntered in their liquidatiom.

“he Upited Mater “tEiae Falen iy Cantrnl Council which has
Taar o gopbtrars to the Fdamaeel arineinle now ambodied in
=N7422 flont 2trective)

v Cirectives ar oo '~--,-.1-f~ Frwe bhaow received ep to dieposition of
L monebary gold, ond /T other nreeious metals including silver,
rlatinws and zold o ‘ic o neithar mornetery, or hon-monetary under
H=D5002 sieh as gold mgents ovd larse quantity gold deposited
under Law 53 without suprestion or nresurption of having been
looted.

ce .n &8ddition %o the problem ime’ W thie ndudy, on oarly settlement of
Lhe Pollowing matter wouléd te desimhle:

1 It ig beliswad that Tinancial sesets un® ather walusmbles ere held
by and under control »~f warioss eustofiame in the U,3., Zone, with
dif'fering methofs 2f security n=? meceumting procedures. Copcerted
action in respomse to restitutiom directives sueh ae WX-05682
Loot directive is therefor 7iffienlt, Tt wae oricinally

conterplated that the Tornimm Ywerance Uemository should act as the
sole cm’codian for all finapc .? ansnts in tre U,S5, Zome and

neeordincly tavw N7 eszeta, B w11 as waluables uncovered by Allied
forees were rs ce\iver b7 the Vernsitory during 19t5., Tue to laek of
parsornel resulting o referlovment ~mnorem feliveries of Iaw 53

aasstas were tm_qqrt,__._ » digeanbtinue® A have never heen resumed.

Tt is recarmended that stalff atudles bo underiaken with the feollowin

objsctives:

{a. Twlivery of all finapciel assetz and other veluableg to the
Yoreign “xehange Depository as the sole depesitory for sueh
material .
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(b) Coneideration &r to whether delivery of lew 59 sesets by
Cerman Lend Central Hanks to Foreign "xehange Depository
shall bes resumed.

de In summary, the Govermmental lewel is mainly interested in vrobloms
concerning the éisposition of the aasats (Hb° while (ANU4/Finenee Division
ie mainly interested in problems oopcerning preparing such aseets for
disposition (6¢ .

7. Irotlems - Currency Section

a, There are no partisular operating nroblems confronting the lurrency
Section. The main problems will arise upon the finml liquirstiom of the
Currency ~ectiom ané in preliminary action before such liguidation.

be The monthly balancs sheet of the Curreney Sectiom shows nany accounts
which muet b9 settled or disposec of. ‘uestione eoncerfilng =uch settlements
will arise along the following lines:

(1. Allied Military msrks redeemed anéd on hand eonsist of 11,5,
British and Fussisn printed notes. vhat disposition is to be nmad

of theese notes ¢

(2" .hat settlement is to be made for unpaid mark advances made to
Czechoslovakia, Netherlends, Tolanc and USSR, ¢

(3) vhat disposition is to be made of payroll wouchers rodeemed from
Usle Disbursing Officere 9

(L) What dieposition is to he mede of Captured and Confissated fundal

{5 that disposition is to be mede of Military Covermment Court
fines 7

(60 7het @isposition is to be made of unidentified "riscner of War
funds 7 i

(7} shat disposition is to be mede of the ‘meashment Nifferential
resulting frox peyment of Ylitnry Payment Orders of former
trisoner of Tar 9

¢. In addition to the balance sheet settlement problems, other types of
questions will arise:

{1} 741l the Currency “ection eventually retire all Al marks now oute-
standing in the U.S. “one 7 lLarge amounta of sueh notes are presently held
by Cerman banks, U.S5. Army Disturaing Officers, and individuels ?

f{2) To what extent will the Cyrrency Sectiom participete in any chang
of German curremncy 3
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n April 8, 19L5 an immense amount of gold
“imeoverad in o salt mine in Merkers, Germn
"vom the Neichsbank in Berlin im the

& 2bo TED
1 Box UHO
061 s o oAt ‘éoUUMaLCJ

s Silver, jewelry, art objzcts ctc,
nye These veluables had been
early pert of 195 and hicden in

Tast amountes of ~old bars (8977,

and pilvey coins, currency made up the cache,

neluded in the larkers cache wars 207 enn
ringzs, teeth fillingze cote.
tuehed , in which the itens are listed

approxinnte weight of each classification,

ubstantiation of the belief that these wa

Ly genersl clageification

tainers of 9 looted jewelry,
A copy of & preliminary inventory
with th_e

luables are 5° loot has been found

in o Terlin Reichsbank record book known as the *"ulttungsbuch der "delmetall-
ankaufskasse® in which the 207 containers are listed and numiared in the
"elmert aceount. ("lelmer is a code desimation for ' loot depoaits®

felelOLT -

“tie shiprent now canpletely inventoried. lore exmet statistical information
cen thus be obtained Trom inventorv iomss. Also ln =20 for as old ond silver and
clatinum non=4 stuff is concerned’ - from *7old reportt.

coptepts of chipmept 1. (Tard which is “Celoot

iscelleneous bars {arparently slloy of sil

27 large
3 mediunm
2 amall
1 bvag

pounds {estimated

L]

mose weight®

"ahlevere 1242.9
atches B0 o8
"suntsin pems =nd pencils 2.f
serep netal T2819,0
etal trays, candlesticks - 169,8
201d coins 650
coing (other:® 177645
DAper currency 23645
precious and semi-precious stone 25667
rings (201l and other metal 36946
aveslanses {rames, me 8) and plastic L7.)
teeth filling, f0ld and silver 30540
Neiet mnyks 11.0°
nondeseript bers (eppears silver, 12040
goléd bars Lol
stemp ¢ollection 18,4
prepeid postaze stamps £la6
nowvelty jewelry 2270 o6

var and =zo0ld’
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'n 7 ray 1945, 313 boxes of currency, jewelry, coins, s#te. ound buried
in a cave cutside Muchenwald ware reeeived from Major "hiteman of the let 79
Army. le vecuested that the shipment be placed in safekeeping for “he sceount
of the mar Crimes Section, Staff Judge Mvecate, 12th Army Oroup, saying he
expectead that thir evidence wonld e used at = later wer crimee triasl,

Tho boxes contain a large wvariety of items such nm coins, elocka, mzors,
tools, tableware, dishes, teeth fillings etc, A fnll invantory of these
valuables "as not yet been made, but a preliminary listing has been effacted,
A'trohed im & 1ist of the classes of items in the shipment, with the
approximate total weight of each clmssificetion.

A moss of documents was eaptured by =2 at BDuchenwnld, Ae of Lay 19.5,
these recorda were being sorted in an sttampt %o reeccyrd the namesg of inmates,
suards ord administrators of Nordhausen end Duchenwald, 7t is not known
here what evidence, if any, hes heen discovered in these documents as to the
nwnership of the valuablea deseribed ndove.

‘hipment being inventoried as of °5/1/1947.

Contents of —hipment

estinsted aross
weight in pounds

‘\lamm elocks 7811.3
tahleoware 171(2.8
mtches R Vs
wateh repeir equipment T3k
fountaine-pena and pencils 59369
sc rap metal CHe3
zetal treys, cendlestick 1891.2
l=ather bill folds Ll el
serap leather 19
zold eoins 5@
coins (other: L03C,1
paper currency 681 .5
precious ané semi-precious stones 953
rinzs (golé end other metal’ 79249
sreglase frames, mo:s)l and plastic L84 )
teeth £1lling, zold and silver 30245
stpmp collection 1.6
eniety razors snd straight 35242
metal handbaga 8840
mech, drawing instrums 92l
aall toole 16546
nevelty jewelry 79249
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metal trimmings for cloth

childrens toys
dishes and pottery
sacurity, bonta

6348
1342
1006

£6,0
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Assets set aside for delivery to IRO 10 Aug 1948
1 FED OFA 10 Aug 1. A careful review of the remaining assets
OMGUS OMGUS 48  in the vaults of the FED discloses various lotas
APO APO concerning which identification is deemed im-
757 T42 possible or impracticable and which in our opinion

may properly constitute a second turnover to IRO.

2. The general content of these lots, and
brief data as to origin and circumstances of acquisition to extent revealed
by our filcs are listed below by shipments.

%. A representative of the IR0 will visit
this office in the near future to arrange for the examination and accept-
ance of subject assets which have been sBegregated together with pertinent
inventory forms.

4, If approved the turnover will be made
based on individual inventory forms from which our usual Annex A will sub-
sequently be prepared and submitted for preparation of release letter.

Shipment No Remarks

1 One lot of wedding rings originally part of lelmer loot not dis-~
posed of on first delivery to IRO because included in Howard lie-
port and held in vault compartment at that time under seal.

16 A small amount of silver and metal coin previously overlooked
when bulk of this shipment which originated from Puchenwald
Concentration Camp was turned over to IRO.

18 E Fersonal effects of PWs from Stalag Luft VIII-C which were un-
identifiable as to owner or country of origin.

21 A Jewelry and currency apparently loot found hidden in a factory,
stated to have been accumulated by Dr. Ernst XKaltembrunner,
Obergruppenfuehrer, Lt. Gen. of Police in Berlin.

21 B Two bags various coins stated to have been removed from a TV
camp neay Weilheim, favaria.

21 I Fight bags various coins stated to have been found by US Forces
in the RSDAP office in Salzburg, Austria.

27 & 3Several pleces ordinary jewelry reportedly found near Austrian
border buried in a ravine. Location disclosed by a Major in the
S.5. Corps who disclaimed ownership.

n A substantial quantity of miscellaneous watches, rings, cligarette
cases etce. which together with gold coin, bullion, and currency
are stated to have been removed from Reichsbank, Berlin, by order
of Dr. Ernst Kaltenbrunner to be hidden in mountains of southern
Germany (where found) for purpose of
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Assets set aslide for
delivery to IRO (continued) 16 rug 1948

[

93

o

Remarks

Tinancing an Alpine redoubt. Materlal received in pre-sorted
condition ard for practicel purposes is devoid of identificn-
tion markings. Join and rold Tullion 1lready placed in ~0ld [ot

iscellaneous perscnal effects of small value from Dachau
Concertration Camp which were impossible of identificsation.

diamond broochk and diamond racelet which were turned over
to U.S5. authorities by the Krelssparkasse, Carmisch-rarten-
kirchen 1ir which bank the items had been deposited Ly two
v ehrmacht officers as representatives of the Certral 'ourt of
the Army. '

A quartity of rold in form of irregular pieces, plnteq rods
and crowns and a large nondescript silver bar all of }
are stated to have been dental supplies of the Vaffen S R.

Silver scrap in form of watch cases, broken teble-ware and
jewelry found by U.5. armed forces as part of centents of
impounded dilapidated mail contalners in German post offices.

Comprlises a substantial lot of miscellaneous jewelry dis-
closed to U.5. authorities by an S.5. Helferin who acknow-
ledged it was ownerless Jewish property acquired by S.5. from
concentration camp victims.

Miscellaneous jewelry of insisnificant value turned over
by German authorities in karlsruhe as former Jewlsh possessions
no longer lderntifiable.

FRANK C. GABELL
Chief, Torelgn =xchange Depository

32835(



. . o
4 .

v 0N = .
. REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES — e e T

——

CTTTTDICLASSIFED -
‘l ruserity NN ) 16501 S
| oy Lk nwia 524D

ovm
e £ R AT A0 P
Lp s gy e e T

28 Jamuary 1948

SURITT: Currencies,

TO

Chief, #ield Reparations,
Freparatory Commi=sion, IRC,
wapkfurt, *.P.0. 757, U, S. Amy,

1. The Foreilgn Pxchance NDepository has heen authorized to release
to you 21} eurrencies Tallins within the definition of non-monetary gold
ag rid down In existing directives., Thia turnover will be accomplished
‘n the neapr fulure,

2, You are also advised that any eurrencies which originated from
concentrstion oamps, but which were subgequently ausimilated into the
assata of the Helchsbank as part of 1ts cash thereby losing ldentity as
concentration camp loot, will not be dellvered to PCIRO unless such lots
of currencies »nan still be identified among present Relchshank cash
holdings,

3, The currencies of the Relchsbank which are held in the Foreign
"xehange Depository disclose no evidence of having coms frem concentralion
eamps and there are no semarate ident!fisble lots Indicating such source,
Tt ir not possible to conetitute the non-amonetary gold fund solely on a
btagie of Twmichsbank book entries, This is esrecially true with respect
w0 rurrencies whose pest source, if from concentration cemps, is only in-
dioated from their predent condition, wackeping, plece where uncovered
and similar surrounding circunstences,

4a 8a Tn this connection, the currencises which will be turned
over to PEIRO under Paragraph 1 above, ware found in hoxes containing
ather admitted and certein loot (in form of jJewelry, stonss end trble-
ware ! from concentration camps, which oot (except currercies) hus slready
heen turned over to PCIRO.

b, These hoxss, with others, had been shipred to the Perlin ")
Peichshank from concentrition ece=mps for processing, This "processing!
consisted of sesregating the contents of each box inte (&) currencies
and {b) jewelry, stones, silverwnre, etc., and thon dispoaing of cluss
(r) through the Berlin Pewnshop and by assimilating clase (a) into the

sash of the Reichsabank, The reichamark procaeds of Loth ‘Jis;‘osal .‘;.x‘;f‘.f‘")ail#%[?{d { (2 Q

ware credited to a (erman Governmental agency.

c. Bafore the war's end, the "unprocessad” Loxes were ruaoved
from the Neichsbank to a mine cuche where they were later uncoverad by
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Subject: Qurrencies,
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Fage No, 2

by Allied Foress and brought to the Foreign Exchange Depository., It is
the contents of thess boxes that form the bulk of the assets turned over

to ICIROO
> i Or\{\
d. The "processed” boxea of loot were disposaed of as in 4 b &
and the Tormer contents can no longer be found intact or identifisd. 6:0//

WYLLI:M G, BRRY
Colonel, ase
Chief, Foreign ixchange Depository

Peanifurt 21-191
or Red Line 61

328332



R4

N

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHlVEEi: )

B, . maggwtaww FQCB

T TDECLASSN
- iAumsﬂmgﬁﬁ§ilgjéii£%;ZE?.V
& By L2 NARA 02257400

o o AL MR APV
S o ST T

!
i
|

- INTERNAL ROUTE SLIP G903
(Claseificatlon. {F ADQUARTERS, U.S. FORCES, EUROPEAN THEATER d D/

FILE NO:
U B ECT s T O O o S parg, 23 July 1947
(Number each memo or minute consecutively. Fill In each cotumn, signed legibly
draw a line ocross the sheet. Use entire width of sheet for long memoranda.)
No. From Ha Date HAS THIS PAPER BEEN COORDINATED WITH ALL CONCERNED ?
le [FeEeD, |Finance | 23 July 1. Under WX=85682 it is required that the tentative
gﬁGUS Division| 1947 agreed veluation be placed on the joint inventory., There
ar  |OMGUS has never been a definition of this term or any indication
ATO APO 742 ' as Yo-how it should be applieds. As a result in the present
75 Us Army PrepATEEIon of the joint inventory there are meny differences

of opinion as to value between IGCR representatives and
F.EsDe personnel.

2. Since the inventory consists of about 800 different
lots it is difficult to place an agreed valuation on each
specific lot. Since each lot consists of many items which
mst first be valued the difficulty is increased.

3. In view of the lack of agreement on agreed values
it is proposed to place onevalue upon the entire turnover
hoping that this figure,when determined by F.E.D. and IGCR/
can he brought into agreement,

Lo Request approval of this method of preparing the
joint inventory or if necessary that the attached proposed
cable be dispatched,

WILLIAW G, BREY, {
Colonel, G3C, ~
chief, Foreign Exchange Depository

— s mu e G Ema mwe e we e b e o ek e e e s o

e i s e g o o o ]ty o e oy S
v FLED & nug 1, Il.r. abba Uchwartz of I'CIRC advised me

[ 1947 today that you and IGOR represerta tives had succeeded

DL iGUS in fixing a terntative agreed valuation for the joint

(Hear inver tory.

s2Q 757
4. anccordingly, it appears tc be unrnecessary
to send youwr pvropcsed cable,

4ad4 »lBulT F. BHDER, JR - ¥
Execrxt ive Officer

(Classltication)

A GPD-642-8-45-500 M 32084
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5
4.
16.
18,

2l. A.

B.

Ce

D.
22,

23. A.

2%. B.
24,

2€. Bs

35

313

11
28

58
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- Lond Monferrs e
containers S5 loot (from Reichsbhank - Melmer account

Preliminary inventory attached
substantiation that was 35S loot
through German Reichsbank records
(found in bank at Hof
chests of gold plate and service believed to come from
_ Lablin concentration
Camp )
(deposited at Reichsbank, Plauen
bage gold coin by the Wehrmacht for the Reichs=
fihrer of the S8 (Himmler) on or
about April 12, 1944)

cases ocurrency, Jjewelry ete. (From Buchenwald)
(more information attached) '

bags currency - deposited at Munich bank by Su
(had come from Berlin)
bags currency - deposited at Munieh bank by
Relchsfithrer SS
boxes personal valuables, foreign currency
(reported to be loot from Stalag Luft VIII-C)
valiges - full contents unknown,(Sent to Yunich bank
some Datch guilders from Berlin, Deposit
of Reichsfiihrer SS)
(found in sewer of cement
boxes currency, coin, Jjewelry <factory at Eiberg. Said
to have been removed to
Elberg by Dr. Ernst Kal-
tenbrunner, Ohergruppen-
fihrer, Lt., General of
. Police in Berlin)
two bags coins (belleved to be taken from a P./. camp
near- Weilheim, Bavaria)
boxes currency (believed to be loot, owners unknown,
found in possesion of 115 prisoners
captured near Laufen, Germany)
bags coin (found in NOLAP office in salzburg,
Austria)
boxes currency (reeeived from German Colonel Kreisten,
CeOs at P,V camp at Memmingen, Germany)

containers and 14 bags precicus metals, silver trays,

dishes, precious stones. (found in Friedrichshall Salt
Mine, Strassfurt., Origin
unknown)

box, 5 bags jewels, ourrency, (found in Reichsbank,

bonds and gold coins Hbdlzmindep. Were in

N

[l RN+

43

packages sealed with
Nazi emblem. Much evidence
contents of bage came
from Marseilles, France)
bage gold coins, foreign (said to belong to
notes, gold basgs Schwerin @Gestapo. Un-

_ earthed by CIC Det,)
bag gold coins (found alongside road in Alt Aussi,

Austria, Owner unknown)

suitcases securities and jewelry (found at Reicchsbank

boxes securities and jewelry Regensburg. #d to

carton jewelry have been delivered

Tabernacle of Russian Orthodox there from the

Chuarch Staatlichen Vermo-

bars silver bullion gensamt, Prague by
the Gestapo)
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on SS loot (cont'd) iﬁ';ﬁﬁ

bex
‘4

.pments

Cs

27,  D.

D

27. T.
28.

32,

51

52,

53‘0

57

64"-

75’.

-~

bag Austrian gold coins
bag gold bullion

box currency

(found in haywagon near
railroad station in Haid-
hausen, Austria., Origin
unknown )

(found at St. Johann through help of
General Berger,

vaffen-SS, Obergruppen=—

filhrer in Charge of German prisoner of
war administration. Stated money was

given him by Himmler with instruetions
to hide it, Claimed money was property
of Reichsbank and not his or Himmler's

property)

curnaney , holiried
0id B beberg & R

covcton 960,000 RM

o M(l—ua.
§5. Found i et e

box foreign currency and securities (found buried in

hill just across
Austrian border in
the neighborhood

of Oberbichl,Germany

2 bags currency and securities (found on farm near Erlan-

B. 5 albums of maps

T

5 albums on botanieal subjeets

4

15
10

box of foreign currency and
securities

L3

bag gold, silver, cuirency,
Jewelry

gen, Hldden by German
civilian who had been
entrasted with funds by
Seyss-Inquart. Said he
believed they had belonged
to Govt, of Netherlends or
might becregqulsitioned
Jewish property in Holland)

(turned over to the Dege~-
nerhausen Sstate for
safekeeping by SS leader
von Alvens eban

(found in P.7. camp in
Hartmannadorf which had
been ovacuated by German
Army. Believed to be Money
taken from Allied PW's)

these sources

taken from Gestapo

at Bad AusseeyAustria
taken at Dachan
dredged from Enans
River)

(from
ay

be
Cx

boxes, 2 cartons jewelry etc.(SS officer turned over

from Dachaun concentration
camp

to Swiss Consul for
Bavaria)

suitcase paper money, bridgework, (found at Relchsbank,

watches eta.

box British Sterling notes
bage British coins
packages forelign securities

box diamonds and Jewelry

brooch, bracelet and coin

figchwege, Origin
unknown )

(believed taken from
deceased British aviators)
(property of NSDAPR)

(taken from %rich Vieh-
mann, member of S3)

(deposited at ilreissparkas-—
se, Garmisch-Partenkirchen
by same 2 German Wehrmacht
officers who deposited
British money(see ship-
ment 57)

328335



| | | ‘ ,az,z T R d'(/,ﬂ k%§ RG ¢ —
4 ’:EPRQDUCEDAT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES. FLOEIL am JZ%V% Entry \Q)Zjl .9(/ ! ‘U =
: | S50 Y| File 10 mooyices
/ —forT—n 4
. Box @ ”)afL T/
| ' e g ‘13{3 sttty
y/“"”
/
CONFIDEN TIAL
COEY
Preparatory Commission for NJ
The International Refugee Organization ~

Gensve, Switzerland - Palals des Nations
Yashington, D.C. = 1344 Connecticut Avenue

0ifice of the htxecutlive Secretary

27 May 10948
Dear Jack and Roel,

On Yay 2¢, Madame Edith Bsrcsay, Chief of the Hungarlan Restitution
Commisslon in the French Occupation Zones, vislted PCIkO Geneva Head=
guarters for a discussion of property which she clalms belongs to
Hungsry and was turned over by mlstake by the US to PCIRC.

She maintalned that the US Wilitary Authoritics in Austria trans-
ferred to PCIRO lcoted property which was not unidentifiable and which
came from Hungary and should have been returned to the Hungarian “overn-
ment, Stating that 1t was turned over to PCIRO by mistake, she requested
thet I take necessary measures to desist from digposal of the propsrty
so that 1t will be intact for return to Hungary.

I advised her that pursuant to Article 8, the Five Power Agreement,
end the US lilrective, PCIRO recelved from the US Kilitery looted propsrty
which lias been detsrmlined by the US authorities to be unidentifiable; -
that we are not aware of the origin of property except that 1t was looted
by the Nazis; that we play no part in determining i1dentifiability of un-
identifiabllity; and that the qusstion she has rsised should be put befor
the US authorivles and not PCIR(U, since we merely receive property on
which a prede®@rmination of unidentiilubility unas been made.

- e i

5t e lndicated that the Hun_arian uYovernment has aiready raiaed this
matter wlth the US but without results: and that the Hungarlian government
will soon glve PCIRO wrltten notlice and request that we take necessary
measures to stop disposal of property in order to gilve the Hungarian
Governmenv: an o portunity to check thelr lists of elelms against what
we have,

I psrslsted in our position that we are.not the proper cliannel to
recelve claliis whether from & government or from Individusisithuat-we do
not maks the-determinatlor of unidentiflebility;—eand tirat we refer indl-
viduals to the military authorities when they coitact us with individual
claims, .

Needless
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Needless to say, I am concerned about the consequences of this
move by the Hungarlan government; 1t appears to be an attept to dlrectly
involve PCIRO in a dispute between governments. If the !iugarian govern-
ment i1ssues any public statement on this matter, 1t will probadly result
in a collapse of our plans for dlsposal of the non monetary gold in the
US. The public would be hesitant to purchase property claimed by a
government; anc the volunteers who are dlsposing of the property on
behalf of PCIRO would proabably withdraw,.

I thought 1t best to advise you immedliately of thls recent
development., No doubt I wlll need your sound advice very soon,

Best regards,

s/ Abba (\Sc HWART z)

cc: Dave Lolbein
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PREPARATORY COMMISSION COMMISSION PREPARATOIRE
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/

THE INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION L'ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE POUR LES REFUGIES

/ GEN\EVE. SWITZERLAND--PALAIS DES NATIONS

{\ WASHINGTON 25, D. C.--1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE Is:cmn:\nv December 19, 1947 (/ =2 [/

4
BUREAU DU SECRETAIRE EXECUTIF

Mr. George Warren,
Advisor on Refugees and Displaced Persons,
Room 4219,
Department of State,
21st & Virginia Ave.,
WASHINGTCN, D, C.
Dear Mr. Warren:
Further to our conversation regarding
the enclosed, this is to advise you that this Release was

submitted to the Press as of to-day's date.

Yours sincerely,

W Worts

N. Winton, ﬁ/2}b/
Reparations Branch,
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#iSee Footnote

NON-LONETARY GOLD 7 R VICTIMS OF NAZISM

The first shipment of "nonmonsw .ry gold" destined to aid victims of MNazi
persecution - 848 cases of jewellery, chima, éilver, rugs and other valuables -
arrived at New York on Monday, 15 Decmber 1947, on the USAT Genera; Stgrgie.

The shipment was made unier the auspi:es of the PCIRO.

The so-called “non-moretary gold! is to be sold in the U,S.A. by a Merchan-
dizing Advisory Committee of the PCIFO., The shipment represents property, valued
tentatively at $1,00C,000, whose ownars cannot be identified, taken by the MNazis
from their victims, and found by thc American armies in their zones of occupation,
Its sorting, appraising and packing have occupied a special PCIRO staff for over
six months,

The“non-monetary“gold“ in this first shipment consists of 334 cases of silver
bowls, canclesticks and plate; 198 cases of table silver; 132 cases of rugs; 130
casss of chinn, 3/ cases of watches, clocks, jewels and cigarette cases and 16
ces2s of velueble postage stamps,

Gold and silver bullion obtained by the smelting of "non-monetary gold" is
being prepared for sale., One case of diamonds valued at about $500,000 was
previously fiown to the U.S.A, in Nb&embér.

All these goods are made available to'the PCIRO under the terms of Reparation
Agrremants of Dscember 1945 and June 1946. The definition of Ynon-monetary gold"
devurds on the discretion of the occupation authorities in Germany and Austria, |
whrzre Th2 gools were found, The extremely liberal definition made by the American
sutheritvics will. it is hopad; be Ifoliowed by equivalently wide interpretations
or he payt of {he Pritish and French authorities,

37223ng on the same chiyp were 856 refugee immigrants bound for Canada, who
werc dahacbed at Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 12 December. They are part qf the
moe i 20.000 whose sntry has been authorized by the Camadian Government.

Awong whore ap the USAT General Stureis were men selected for work as lumbermen
in *re Garadian forests, as miners, and for work as garment-makers in Canadian
{avlories, Thege sclections havas been undz by representatives of the Government

&3 ol the smployers concernsd.  The Lalencs 27 Lhe refagens are close relatives

AU 4 !S/r"
/
fmﬁﬂ«;7

Wuy

D Gsoydian residenls and ware nomimated bv those w:sidents for admission to Canads.
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The immigrants are of twelve ariioreiitles; 424 come from the American
Zone of Germany, 396 from the British Zone of Germany and 16 from Austria.

The U,S5.,A,T., General Sturgis, on which the "non-monetary gold" and the
immigrants sailed, is one of the three ships operated specially by the U. S.
Tar Department for the PCIRO, After her return to Bremerhaven, the Sturgis will
soon depart with another group of refugees to be resettled in one of the countries
with which the PCIRO has a resettlement agreement,

This is the sixth voyage of the U.S.A.T. General Sturgis as a refugee
transport. She was the first of the U,S. Army ships to be used on this work,
leaving Bremerhaven on its first voyage on 2 lay 1947. She has so far taken

3,420 refugees to Venezuela and 861 to Brazil.,

¢ A release similar to this was issued at PCIRO HQ, Geneva,
Switzerland, on 2 December to announce the departure of the
USAT General Sturgis from Bremerhaven, Germany. .
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ALE COF CONFISCATED FROFERTY FOR VICTTIiS OF PERSECUTION

On Wednesday, Cctober 27, 1948, at the Parke-Bernet Galleriss,
30 East 57th Street, New York City, the IRO will open the sixth auction
sale of the household goods confiscated by the Nazis from victims of
persecution which has been turned over by the U, S, Goveranment to the
IRO for liquidation. The proceeds are used by IRO through designated
voluntary agencies for the rehcbilitation cf the victims of persecution,

The prorerty for disposal will inclvde silverware, porcelain, glass,
and oriental rugs. Many items of great intrinsic value and perscnal
interest are available at very reasonable prices, as for example, solid
silver trays, bowls, candlesticks, cigarette boxes, sets of glass and
silver tatleware, sets of china, porcelain figurines and bowls, as well
as oriental rugs in a variety of sizes and patterns,

Five previous public salss held by the IR0 in New York and
Philadelphia since May have brought a total receipt of $592,000 for
stamps, unset diamonds and jJewelry as well as houscshold articles,
Voluntary Agencies are invited to notify their associates of the forth-
coming three or four day sale which starts on October 27 and which is
open to private buyers as well as to dealers,
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Box 21

United Stctes Office
INTEENATIONAL REFUGEE CRGLNIZATION MIch,8000
Room 819, 1346 Connecticut Avenuve, N, W, Ext, 7
Washington 6, D. C,

IRO NEWS DIGEST No, 16 7 QOctober 1948

APFOINTHENT OF MRS, SUSAN FETTISS TO WASHINGTON STAZEF

The Washington office of IRO anncunczs the appointment, on October 1, 1948,
of Nrs. Suvsan Pettlss as Voluntary Agency Liaison Officer for that office,
Mrs, Pettiss has assumed the position formerly held by Miss Helen Wilson, who is
departing on October 6, 1948 for the United S*tates Zone of Gezmwny where she will
serve as HResettlement Officer in charge of those IRO operrtions in the U. S. Zowc
wihich are in connection with the United Stotes resettlement program which has now
becn undertcken to implement the Displaoced Persons hcet of 1948,

& greduatse of the University of Alabama and the New York School of Social
Work, Mrs, Pettiss comes to the Washington office after completing en assignment
with the Americean Council of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign Service in New York
City which ske carried out in connection with her school work., Frior to
attendance at the New York School of Social Work, Mrs, Pettiss served with UNRRA
from lla, 1945 until Junc 1947, occupying varlous posts in the United States
Zone of Germeny., Before working with UlRR4, Mrs, Petties had many years of
experience in socicl work in Alabema,

FHFHEN XWUHRN HHak KRR H HHNKN HRFHX

SUpiARY REPOET OW THE FIEST MEETING OF THL IRO GEWERAL COUNCIL

The first meeting of the General Council of IRO began lionday, September 13,
1948 and closed on Saturday, September 25, 1948 after the adoption of resolutio: s
on & number of issues basic to the organiz-tion and administration of IR0, Thre
following arc summarics of the most importunt decisions made by the Couneil,

1. Election of the Director Gencral of IR0 -- On September 13, the Council

unanimously oelected kr, W, Hallam Tuck Director Generzl of IKO, Mr, Tuck,
who served as Executive Secretrry of the Freparatory Cormission from July 1,1947
until formal establishment of IRO, is an Americon chemist and industrial
engineer who has had wide eérperience in tho field of relief work.,

Imrediately following his own appointment, lir. Tuck aprointed fs his
deputy Sr. Arthur Fucker, X.C,ld.S., C,B,, C.B,E, Sir Arthur, who szrved as
Deputy Executive-Secretary of the Freperztory Commission during the existcnce
of the Commission has becn seconded to IRO from his post as Deputy
Secretcry of the British Hinistry of Health,
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Over the past two years payments of about $20,000,000 for the
benefit of victims of Nazi persecution—a sum in addition to those spent
on refugees from IRO’s normal funds—have been made to voluntary
societies from reparations funds received by IRO. Of this sum more
than $10,000,000 was paid during 1948/49.

Payments to IRO equivalent to $18,540,000 were made in 1947/48
by the Governments of Sweden and Switzerland consequent to the deci-
sions of the Paris Conference on Reparations, 1945, and the Five Power
Agreement of 14th June, 1946. In two years, the liquidation of non-
monetary gold found by the Allied Forces in Austria and Germany and
made available under the terms of the same Agreements, produced
$2,348,000, mostly obtained during the past year.

“Non-monetary gold’ is a generic term covering a miscellaneous
assortment of jewellery, silverware, china, stamps, coins and carpets as
well as gold and silver bullion from the smelting of scrap metal articles.
Disposal of the former items presented a difficult problem. It was
decided that the best market for them would be in the United States and,
to minimize the costs of liquidation, IRO sought the assistance of pro-
minent American business men willing to give their advice and services.
Thus a Merchandising Advisory Committee under the chairmanship of
Colonel Ray C. Kramer was formed.

The first shipment of non-monetary gold to be liquidated by the
Merchandising Advisory Committee arrived in the United States in
December, 1947 and a second shipment arrived in February, 1948.

A trial auction sale of a collection of stamps, held in May, 1948 with
a substantial amount of publicity, proved successful. The Committee
thereupon decided to sell at auction the first large shipments of merchan-
dise. The first sales, held in June, 1948, were very profitable. From
the mlddle . of J July, 1948 to the middle of Janug 1949 _ten auction

auctiongers. Amounts reahsed by the Merchandmng Advisory Com-

T
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mittee from auction sales were highest in the first sale and declined, for
various reasons, at each successive sale, until by January, 1949, it was
apparent that auction sales were no longer the best method of disposing
of non-monetary gold. Many prospective purchasers of large quantities
of silver and watches either contacted or were referred to the Committee
and as a result negotiated sales of large quantities of silverware, gold,
jewellery and watches were made. At the end of the fiscal year low-
grade merchandise worth an estimated $150,000 still remained to be sold.

Other non-monetary gold was disposed of through dealers in England
and in Switzerland. At the end of the year a quantity of non-monetary
gold estimated to be worth about $750,000 was due to be turned over
to the Organization by the American Forces in Austria and further
quantities were expected from the American and British Zones of Ger-
many.

Under the Five Power Agreement all funds received by the Organi-
zation through the Final Act of the Paris Conference on Reparations
were required to be spent by private agencies for the benefit of vic-
tims of Nazi persecution. Ninety per cent of the funds were to
be disbursed by the American Joint Distribution Commlt{ce _and -the
JewFI'T_Agen*f_r Palestme on behalf of the Jewish v1ct1ms As of

the equivalent of $7,510,792 and the JAFP had received the equivalent
of $11,266,172. The precise projects on which these sums have been
spent were subject to the approval of the Director of the Inter-Govern-
mental Committee on Refugees, before that organization was terminated
on 30 June 1947, and, after that date, of the Director-General of the
IRO.

Approval was given for the AJDC to make expenditures on various
projects for resettlement, rehabilitation and vocational training of Jewish
persecutees in areas all over the world. In view of the Jewish perse-
cutees’ urgent need of aid and the inevitable delay that occurred between
the signature of the Five Power Agreement in June, 1946 and the funds
actually becoming available, AJDC paid for operations under the appro-
ved projects out of its own funds and was reimbursed by the Organi-
zation. The projects of JAFP concerned the resettlement and establish-
ment in Palestine of victims of persecution who were admitted legally
into that country after 14 June 1946 and before the end of the British
mandate. During that period about 43,000 persons who could have
been eligible within the terms of the Reparation Agreement were legally
admitted to Palestine. IRO later reimbursed JAFP for the temporary

5Q
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maintenance and part of the re-establishment costs of about 39,000 per-
sons.

Again under the terms of the Five Power Agreement, ten per cent
of the funds accruing to the Organization were to be made available
for the rehabilitation and resettlement of non-Jewish victims of perse-
cution. The work of the voluntary societies on behalf of these victims
has naturally been smaller than the work on behalf of the Jewish per-
secutees. Disbursement has been made by the following societies which
have been appointed by the Organization:

U.S. Committee for Care of European Children
International Social Service

World Council of Churches

Comité International d’Aide aux Intellectuels Réfugiés
Unitarian Service Committee

The Vatican Migration Bureau.

Payments were normally made after examination of individual cases.
They have covered the cost of transport and resettlement of about
2,000 persons in France, The Netherlands, Sweden, United States of
America and other countries, as well as the medical care and mainte-,
nance of others prior to resettlement.

60

CHAPTER VII

Supply and Transport

Supply

The Organization purchased more supplies in 1948/49 than in the
previous year. All told, commodities costing $24,162,697—a 10 per cent
increase over 1947/48—were bought by the Organization during the
year. The exhaustion of surplus military and ex-UNRRA stocks which
had been turned over to IRO was one factor which made increased pro-
curement necessary. Another was the adverse interpretation by the
United States Element of the Bizonal Authorities of an agreement bet-
ween IRO and the Commander in Chief of the European Command,
U.S. Army. The interpretation concerned the amount of supplies to be
drawn from the German economy to assist refugees in the U.S. Zone.
This point, however, was discussed by IRO and the U.S. officials con-
cerned, and, under a new interpretation, an increased amount of supplies
will be available to JRO from the German economy.

Of all purchases made during the year, $8,677,408 worth were paid
for in non-convertible currencies. These items were bought from coun-
tries which had paid -their contributions to the Organization in non-
convertible monies. Because such markets are limited it was necessary
to plan procurement farther in advance than is usually the case in order
to ensure delivery at the time the supplies were needed. IROQ’s success
in this direction is shown by the fact that of all supplies bought in the
last six months of the year, 43 per cent were paid for in currencies of
limited convertibility, in comparison with 35 per cent of purchases for
the year as a whole.

As in 1947/48, IRO cooperated with voluntary societies by procuring
food and other supplies needed for summer camps run by them for
refugees’ children in Germany, Austria and Italy.

In the Middle East, IRO stopped its direct care and maintenance
programme and turned over its stocks of supplies, without charge, to
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FILE COPY
Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢/{ UNA/K - Files DATE: april 23, 1951

FROM : UNa/R - H. C. lartin HWVA'/

SUBJECT: 'eparation Pavmsnts to IRO as of April 20, 1951.

As of April 20, 1951 the situation with resrzct to reparation
payments to IILD under article & of the Paris Conference on Heparoiions
and the five rower apgreement on Heparations was as follovr:

4, Ixternal assets

$25,000,000 was allocated I7O from Cerman external assets in
neutral countries. Of this 12,500,000 had been obtained from Sweden
and 5,000,000 from Switzerland, a total of »17,500,000. .7,500,0C0
wag etill due; $4,000,000 is supposed to be obtained under the fortu-
guese Accord and $3, 500 000 under the Swics-Allied Accord. There
anvears to be 11ttl= chance of any funds being realized fro Eh
Portuguesa dccord, and necotiations were then underway in GepeVQ on
the Dwiss-Allied dccord.

BE. Heirless agsets

According to llr. Seymour J. Kubin, II0 has realized virtually
nothing if not absolutely nothing from heirless assets in neutral
countries. He says he knows of no country which has turned over any
heirless asssts to IRO under this formula. Lir. Rubin stated that the
Je“iﬂh Restitution Sneccessor Organizations (JbTO) have, however,

eceived the equivalent of from 41,500,000 to 2,000,000 from heirles
assets in Germany under German restltutlon laws.

C. MNon-monetary Gold

According to Mr. Rolbein, IRO's salss agent in New York for non-
monetary gold, IRC has realized approximately 3,500,000 from the sule

of non-monetary gold allocated to it. “—*“‘\\\\________‘_“§EN\\§-‘_—_—_V

—

Na:UNA/F sHCHartin: jar
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HQ US FORCES EUROPEAN THEATER
STAFF MESSAGE CONTROL

INCOMING OLASSIFIED KESSAGHE e
VAR USPE? l?a/'l &

TOO: 161659Z NOY RESTRICEZED TOR: 1701674 NOV

FROM : AGWAR FRON JC8
T0 FOR ACTION : RITO USFET FOR MCNARKEY; USFA FOR OLARK
WX-B5682 16 ROV 46

REF RO
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The following, received from the State, Wer and Ravy Depart-
ments, is forwarded for your information and guidance:

1 You will make available on dexand %o duly accredited
representative of intergovernmental committee on refugees {IGCR)
all valuable personal property which represents loot seized or
obtained under duress from political, raciml, or religious victims
of Nazi Government or its satellite governments or nationals
thereof which was or m‘{ho er be found, seiged, or confiscated
by USFET or by local mnthorities acting under direotiom or control
of US Poycens, subject %o following oconditions:

A. That property cannot be restitubed o government
pursuant to Wi~8596-5 Nov 1945 and WI-9922-6 March 1946, as amended
and modified by control council setion, because determination of
national origin is impraoctioml.

B. That property cannot be restored to lawful owners
under lawa in force in place where presently found either because
lawful owneyl has died or ceased to exist without legal suocessor
or because determination individual ownership is impractical.

0. That ownership intereats in !blg property located in
GERMANY and Germen Currency or instruments of exchange payable in
German Gurrenog‘will be excepted.

D. That Jewlsh books, manuscripts, and literature of
¢iltural or yeligious lmportance will be accepted and disposed of
pursuant to separsate directive.

E. That detailed lnventory and tentative agreed valuation
will be made of property subject to transfer to IGCR here under,
and tranafer will be made upon signing of joint inventory which
shall be made pars of recelpt.

2. You will permit property transferred here under it¢ be
removed from GERMARY ox AUSTEIA or to be sold therein if payment
can be made outside GERMANY or AUSTRIA in acceptable foreign
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currency, notwithstanding any laws for control of foreign uahanco
to end that maxinum velue 'bo obtained therefrom by IGCR. ’

3. You will meek to obtaim contrel couneil ement to
disposition pursuant to fterme of this directive any pmpam
disposition of which is reserved to contrel council. riar
to such agreement you will neveriheless execute uree'uve md

advise other representatives of control authority that {onu
mng 20 p % to obligstion massumed by your mt mb-
scribing to PARIS sgreement on reparations,

4. Expression "Valuable g ersonal property" as used in para-
graph 1 of this directive shall be interpreted to exclude ordinary
items of fwmui clamud.md: other personal property of small

intrinsic value %0 incl such items of umcommon value

Ind otauiuﬁo; of !muwl. r of identification mwut 0
"Eﬁ‘.{ W ez this direotive re ahnll
a mn of ocommingl OWI' ro

and expense of dﬁhnintt ‘3 ’ ﬁ;”xllm uih 'rtluc
of property. m:erty, W herein, be considered
as falling within ireetive and un be made available to IGCR

unless available evidence clearly is to ary. You will
establish such administrative machinery e necessary to
execute this directive promptly and tﬂcmmy

WI~8596 NO LONGER HELD IN SMC FILES
WX-~99226 RO LONGER HELD IN 8MC PILES
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S . 1. This directive, received I'rom the State,

;Tfﬁfnd nayy Dep§rtmequ, 1s issued to you as Commander In

Chiof, US Zone of Qccupation, AUSTRIA (CEHMANY} and US Men-
ber of the Allicd Councll, AUSTRIA {GEHMANX

e . LYQE Hl%} sgek:?o obtein agreement in the Cone
crol ugunc¢1 0 the application. In the other Zones of Occupa-

tion of the policies lcld down in this Directive. If, in

fﬁw' Jjudgment, it quech imposgsihle to ostain Quadfiﬁartﬁte

dgreement, you will explore the posgsibillties of ,rﬁbartige

i?lﬁim“nb appiicablie to the 3 western zonss and make approp--
ilate POCO“NQDd&b ons 10 the Jeint Chlefs ol 3taffl,

T You will proceed with the epplic
..J iyreccoive '},n yOUI’ own Zone even .‘.110 o '\?‘gx_’o
10WVE TR i o .- 2 . P R IR -
L QY ¥ that. r (‘Stit U't_, 301N Ol prop@l—: Cy dei Lned in P&l’ag___f’a_':ns
10 .y
(2}

D 5 ¢ ]

20 c}.n(i;. 2 D wlll be effecected only when the vetura of such
pspen ratur .
?;gpn?by iz certifled by the 7POPOD”LHEO -

the claimant country o e U?Qently requined
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PARAS 44g AND 63a, AR 380-5
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B, Workas of art & cultural of
= 2%, artistic, documentary, scholastic hin-
torlc 100 auding, as well as recognized works of art,
S K ﬂhj“c;s as vare mnwicaT instrumeats, books and manua-

clc 1tific documents of &n historic or culnu
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