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CABl.e: A DDRES S " 'NTWEIOEN " 

~/1~CYorh,'6, . / 1/ " <?J/ 
An r-Ll 18 , 19 51 

Nederlandsche Bank 
New York Agency 

25 Broadway 

New Yo rk, New Yo rk 


Att: t1r. Duc ue 

Gen tlemen: 

We en close he"ew~~h a copy of the s e mi -annua l 
~eD ort wh ich wa s forwarded ~o ; 0cr home office 
containIng sta tements with r esD2c t to all of the e states 
proc e ssed by this office. 

We trust that yo u ~ :l fi nd the enclose d satisfacto r y . 

jc 

Encl. 
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BSTAD 0' ADOLPH BARCEOD 

On Deoember 4:1 1950, ve vl"ote to the Nederlandsche 

Bank to the etrect that the following documents Pl'8V10UB11 re­

quested have not 1et been received:­

1. 	 Certif1cate ~ He1rship 
~. 	 Do11 authorized copies ot ,,1lls at. decendents, if 

an1 
3. 	 Du11 oert1t1ed death cert1t1oate ot each decedent 

and oopies ot the court decrees du11 oertif1ed 
v1th respeot to eaoh decedent 1n the event the, 
d1ed in a conoentrat1on caDP 

4. Du1, executed powers ot attorne,s rrom each benef1c1ary.
In his letter to us dated December 1, 1950, Kotar1s 

Van dar Bergh, adv1sed us that the above-ment1oned doouments are 

not yet obtainable. 

We al'8 aga1n commun1cating w1th Notar1s Van der Bergh 

1n an etfort to ezpedi.te the execut10n or the aforesaid documents 

and to have them torwarded to U8 at his ear11est opportun1ty. 
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BS!ADS OP L. S. BARTEIS and AIBLE LEBWIlf-BARDI3 

On DeoeDiJer 11, 1948, the Guaranty Trust Company of 

Hew York, 140 Broadway, In York, ... Y., paid over the balance 

of the acoount held tor the above-named decedents to the Ott1ce 

at the Publj.c Administrator, Hew York Count,., at which t1me the 

cash balance aJllOUJlted to $1',987.85 ~ 

In our letter to you dated December 4, 1950, ve had 

enlained the great d1.t't1cul.ty v1th which ve vere faced in this 

oase,~1ng prino1pally to the voluminous number at predeceased 

heirs, amount to a total ot 64. We have finally obtained a cer­

t1.t'ioate o-r inheritance trom lIotar1a ;r. D. Overberg, Sarpathistraat, 

5, ABateI'dam, Holland, with respeot to the decedents referred to~ 

As was reported previously, the Pub110 AdDl1n1atrator of New York 

County was duly appointed to act on behalf ot the above-named 

decedents and unt11 1t oan be estab11shed that there are next-of­

kin surviving these decedents, the :f'lmds v111 rell8in subject to 

his jurisd1ct1on and control. 

In the letter of the Nederlandsohe Bank, dated December 

14, 1950, to us, 1t vas stated that the deaths of 9 absentees were 

st1ll to be ent.red into the Reg1stl'1 of CiVil Statist1cs and 

that the matter vas taken up w1th the Committee a.t the Hague in 

order to exped1te the death entry decrees or the above-ment1oned 
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absentees ~ We &1'e still awaiting tha powers ot attorne'1 

and designations trom several ot the 1ndividual beneticiaries, 

wh1ch documents are, at oourse, required before w. can proceed 

on their behalf. 

We have powers ot attorneys dUl, executed by the tol1ov1r: 

benet'ioiaries: ­

Jeanette Loonst81n~arte18 


AnnIe Kat~art8l• 

• '1er Polak 

Jeanette Bartels 


We have been in touch with the attorne, for the Public 

Administrator or Rew York COW1t'1, who advises that after we have 

received the powers of attorne, and have been designated to act 

on behalf ot all the beneficiaries interested in these funds 

that it vU1 be necesa&r)" for 1Ir. Paul L. Weiden to 1nstitute a 

proceeding as attorne,-in-fact for the various beneficiaries in 

order to obtain a release of the fund from the hands of the Pub1io 

Administrator and/or the Cit, Treasurer of the Cit, of .sv York. 

In such a proceeding we would be taced with the diffIculty of es­

tablishing the deaths of all the predeceased heIrs, whioh vou1d 

mean a volUJll1.noWi aDlOtmt of york and document&17 evidence to be 

prepared and presented to the Surrogate's Court at a formal 

hearing to be held for that purpose. 
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w. shall give you a further report or the :progress ~ 

this _tt.r~ 

We propo!!ed to Notar1s ;r: n: Overberg that we 'Vould 

handle this _tter on behalf' ot the individual heirs on 8 

oontingency fee arrangement of 2~, oonsidering the diffioul­

ties of the case: We have not as yet received a reply: 
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BS'UHS OJ' 	 ABBABAJI de BDR and 
SARAH de BBlal nee HIXBDA de JlAftCS 

Ve have submitted to YUle. Jlanj.el de Beer, Judith 

Daveen de Beer and JfanDa lJaDll81burg de Beer, the t1nal acoolmting 

of 1Ir. Paul L. Weiden, as Ancll1al'1 AdJl1natratOl', together '11th 

receipts and releases to be executed upon their approval or the 

entire account. 

!he benet1ciar1es bave requested further 1nf'01'IBtion 

v1.th respect to eerta1n deduct10ns _de tor th1s estate and a 

detailed report reterr1tlg to the specU1e items requested '1111 

be sent to the. under sepm-ate eaver. A copl ot th1s report 

'1111 be torwarded to lOU tar lour records. 

Atter we bave rece1ved the consent ot clients to 

the account and the dull exeouted reoe1pts and releases, this 

estate will be closed bl a tinal distr1bution to eaoh ot the 

benetioanes and JIl'. Ve1den obtaining a release tl'om his bond 

as Anoillar'1 Administrator. 
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ES'l'A!K OP WILLlDI BWN 

Ve bave oontsned vith 10Ul' lIev York Ageno,. with 

respect to obta1ning tul'ther 1ni"oJlnat1on ooncerning the loca­

tion ~ an,. assets belonging to this decedent located in the 

United States and lIor8 spec1:t'1oal11 in the State ot Bev York. 

We had been intormed that the estate of the above-named dece­

dent located in New York involves $50,000 in cash and securi­

ties valued at approxtmBtel,. $10,000 a1legedl,. with the National 

CIt,. Bank of' New York. 

We contacted the National City Bank at lew York to 

determ1ne whether they hold an accotmt in the 1nd1vidual name 

ot the decedent or whether he is a joint owner ot an account 

in their branch with some other 1nd1vidual. The,. advised us 

that the,. hold no such aooount for Y1l1em Blom. 

We have been unable to make an,. :f'urthel' p%'ogress 

in this matter~ s1nce the date of our last report for the 

reason that 'Ve have been unable to obtain DJOI-e definite inforDB­

tion "11th respect to the actual location ot the property ot this 

decedent in thIs country. 
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BallAD OP JULIU3. B. BUSJ.Cl[ 

As reported to you in our letter ot March 5, 1951, 

we forwarded to each ot the benef1ciaries, namely, Mr. Peter 

Bentley, 14 Gl'eencl'oft Ge.rdens, London, B.ll. 6, England, and 

Mrs. Louise Levl nee Busack ot 499 s.t. K11da Bd. Melbourne, 

Anstl'al1a, the torms ot Nceipta and releases together with 

the f'inal aocount of Paul L. Weiden, as Ano1llary Adm1n1stl'ator 

ot the above (ustate, copies of 'Which vere forwarded to you for 

lOur records. 

Ve also requested specif1c instructions from each of 

the above-named beneficiar1es 'With respeot to the payment of the 

assets held by Mr. Veiden in this estate acccnmt. 

As prev10uall stated, we trust the d1stribution vill 

be Dade 1n accordance with the suggestion in ()'Ult letter or 

March 4, 1949 by mak1ng pa1lEnt to one of the authorized Dutoh 

exchange banlca liaving a Un1ted Statea correspondent. 

As soon as we receive the duly executed receipts and 

releases and the instruotions of the benafioiaries, the estate 

acooWlt v111 then be closed out. All federal and Bew York tax 

proceedings have been completed. 
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ES'l'AD OF COI5'1'ANT COBO 

!his estate account 801'ls1sts or a cash account w1th 

the ..tional City Bank of lIew Yark in the amount of *1',571~OO;: 

All doeu.nts tar the estate haYe been subll1tted to us 

b7 Botari8 de Greet, Busebius Bu1te1l81ngel 1_, Arnhe., Helland; 

All papers and the petit1an t~ the appointing at an 

anoU1ar7 adw1n1st:raatGl' bave been prepared and are being sub­

mitted to the Surrogate's Court ot .811' York CountJ' and publica­

tion of the Oitation te this estate 18 being scie; 
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328209 
DUD 01' IStDOOR COBD 

The tOl'DBl f1nal accounting by )Ir. Paul L. Welden, 

as Ancl1lar7 Ad~lstrator, C.T.A., ot the above-named estate 

covering the perlod troll HoveDtJer 28, 1950, the date upon whlch 

he recelved tba funds in his capaolty as Anoillary Adlll1nlstra­

tor, C.! •.&.. to Jalluary 10, 1951, the date of the tlnal acootmting, 

bas been submitted to the 9 benetioiaries ot the estate or this 

decedent, together wlth final recelpts and releases to be execu­

ted upon approval ot the entire account. 

Ve have received the duly executed partial receipts 

and releases trom each of the beneficiaries based upon the partial 

distr1.but1on of $8,000 ma.de on January 10, 1951, as set forth on 

Schedule a of the f1nal accounting, a copy of whlch was forwarded 

to you and to your Hew York Agenc3. 

We have _de a turther d1strlbut ion of $2,000 on 

Pebruar,. 21, 1951 b, payment or a check in that amount to ,.0Ul" 
N.. York Agencl, DlLk1ng a total distributlon of $10,000 for thls 

estate ~ '!'here re_ins a distributable balance in the hands of 

the Anc141a1'1 Adm1n1stntOl', C.T.A. with the Guarant, Trust 

Compan, ot Hew York, in the amolmt or ,'81.62, which sum will 

be pa1d to the 'beneficiarles in proportion to their respective 

shares upon receipt ot the f1nal receipts and releases from said 

benef1c1aries. Papent or the $381.62 v111 then close out this 

account. 



!he asaets at tb1s estate eonsist at & cash acoount 


with the lational Cit)' Bank at ... York in the amount of 


approxiate17 '25..500~OO 1n addition to a .ecurities aocount 


with that bank baving a value of appJtoxbately $1',500;00; 


Rot&l-1s Z; B. de ~"t,. :Bus.b1u. Buitens1ngel 1.\, 


ArnheJl, Holland, has subll1tted to us all the neees8&17 doou­

. ments twr this estate: V. have DOW prepared the petition 

and &11 other papers necesla!7' tor the proceeding to have the 

ancll1al7 ad.:1n1stratR appointed by the Sm-rogate' 8 Court ot 

In York Count7~ PubUcation ot the Citation v111 now be -.de; 

Ve shall keep ,.ou advised 88 to the posit1on of this atter &8 

it progresses: 
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ES'lAD OJ' URI lPILIPPUS- CORD 

The assets or this estate consist or a cash account 

in the amount or approx1lBtely $,,285:00 1n the decedent's 

nama with the lational Cit,. Bank of • ." York; 

II1ss Vrouwke 4lIB11a Oohen, l-es1ding 1n Dtutban, South 

AtItica 1s the sole person entitled to the assets held in this 

estate 1n accordance w1th the Oert1ticate of Inheritance dul,. 

executed by Kotaris JlaUl'1ts West in Amsterdam, Bolland and 

da ted June 24th, 19Jt.9: 

!his matter 1s one that mal possibll be settled b,. 

tiling 8 suretl bond w1th the bank 1n lieu ot ancillary adm1n­

1strat1on~ In this regard we bave contacted .,..: p~ .: SchuTt 

or lI&&rlem, BoUandjl Do1t1jnstraat 42, Holland, who is the 

attOl'nel-1n-t'act tar the atore881d lira; ADalia Oohen, in order 

to obtain &11 the necesaar,. documents and a power at attornel 
. . . 

authoruing 111';' Paul L: Ve1den to act on behalf of IIl-s = Cohen 

tar the settlement ot this estate: We have not ,.et received 
... 

a rep1,. trom Jr.' SchUlt and bave wr1tten to him recentll to 

obtain this 1ntor.tion: 
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ESTATES OF 	 PAUL JOSEPH DANEY and 
ROSA GOLDSTEIN NEE DANEY 

The assets of these estates consist of a cash 

account in the amount of $3,398.75 at the Manufacturers Trust 

Company of New York. 

The Citation upon the petition of Mr Paul L. Weiden 

for ancillary letters of administration was returnable on 

September 15, 1950, and the matter was set down for a formal 

hearing before the Surrogate's Cou~t on November 28, 1950 

The attorney for the Public Administrator of New York County 

was also present at this formal hearing, at which time the 

proofs of death and other documentary evidence was presented 

in evidence before the Surrogate. Subsequent to the formal 

hearing, a decision was made by the Surrogate of New York County 

accepting the evidence presented as proof that the decedents 

died prior to the date of the filing of the petition of Mr. Paul 

L. Weiden and directing that a decree be presented and submitted. 

Such decree was dul~r prepared and submitted to the Surrogate for 

signature. His decision is awaited momentarily, at which time 

Mr. Weiden will be duly appointed as Ancillary Administrator 

and an estate account can be established in such name. The 

New York State tax proceedings are being prepared to exempt the 

estate f~om tax. They cannot be submitted to the court or to the 
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State Tax Co.adIBlon however, untll atter the formal appoint­

ment or 1Ir. Velden Is completed since he DBkes the petltlon to 

exespt the e8tate from tax in his capaclty as AncIllary AdminIs­

trator~ 

We shall keep Jou advIsed of the progress of this 

..tter. 

32821.3 
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The assets ot th1s estate consist ot a cash acoount 

w1th the Guaranty Trust Company of Hew York, 140 Broadva1, 

New York, B. Y. having a oash balanoe or $1,854. 

All documents and letters ot instruct1ons, together 

w1th a surety bond, vere tUed with the Guaranty Trust COJlPUlY 

in order to obtain d1stJ.91but1on of this acoount without torml 

ancillary adm1n1stl'at1on. 

On JanlJ&llJ 30, 1951, the Guaranty Trust Com,pan1 of 

Hew YOl'k advised us that in accordanoe with the instruotions 

submitted and based upon tne documenta1'l evidence delivered to 

them, they bave QOmplied with the 1nstructions ot thB cUent 

and have paid an amOWlt of $325 to our order tor professional 

services and d1sbursements and the remaining balance of $1529 

vas oredited to the aooount of the DeTwentche Bank, l1tJ.gecht, 

Holland, with the Guarant1 Trust Company, for the a.ccount ot 

Joseph Nathan Bngelsman and Bernard lestriz. 

~1s estate acoount has nov been completed. 
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The assets of this estate cons13t at a oash aocount 

with the Bational C1t)' Bank, Farmers !rust Branch, in the s,JD:)unt 

of $6,505 ~84. 

On October 27, 1950, the forusl court heuing vas 

held betore the Surrogate of Rev York OOWlty, a.t which time the 

a.ttorney tor the Public Administrator of the Count1 of Nev York 

also appeared and formal proofs of death together with all other 

documentar1 evidence was presented in evidence before the Surro­

ga.te and he subsequent11 fUed a. decision and made his findings 

to the etfect that the above-named deoedent died prior to ~une 

12, 1.950, the date upon vhioh the petition herein was filed and 

ancillary letters at adm1nistrat1on vere duly 1ssued to Mr. Paul 

L. Veiden on JanuarJ 25, 1951 and the bank aocount has been es­

tabUshed in the name of the estate at the National 01ty Bank 01' 

New York. 

!he Hew York tax proceeding v1ll nov be prepared and 

submitted and 1~ expected that we w11l be able to etfect a 

partial distribution short1), atter the New York tax prooeedings 

have been completed. 

Ve shall keep you advised as to the progress of this 

estate. 
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The aB.ets at this estate CaDS1st of a cash aocount 

v1th the CJuarant,. !rust OOmparl1, 1'0 Broadway, lin York, If; Y; 

having a cash balanee ~ $10,705;89; 

Th1a decedent died a natU1'8.1 death and ve have obtained 

the death cert1t1oate, a cert1ticate at inher1tance and the 

death cert1t1cates of all persons mentioned in the oert1t1oate 

or 1nber1tance as the predeoeased heirs ot th1s decedent; 

Ve have also rece1ved a copy at the Last Will and 

Testament at this deoedent and 1t appears that one of the bene­

t101ar1es ot this "ill, name1,.J Abraham Van Gelder, predeceased 

this deoedent: Abraham Van Gelder va3 not ment10ned in the 

oert1ficate ot inher1tance; All papers in the proceeding tor 

the appoint_nt of an anoUlar,. adm1nistrator in the Surrogatets 

Oourt ot Ifew York County have been pt'epared and ve must ala 0 

submit in add1tion thereto a death cert1ficate of Abraham Van 

Gelder for the court's reoords; He 1s the onllperson concerned 
in this estate who d1ed in a concentrat1on camp; In view ot the 

tact that Abraham Van Gelder predeceased this decedent, ve shall 

atteq>t to obtain the consent of the Slll'rogate' s Court tor the 

appo1nt1D8nt at an anc111.al'1' administrator without the usual 

publication or a Cltat10n in oases or absentee deaths; 
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As BOal as we have obtained a death cert1ticate 

and a cap,. ot the eourt decree direoting the death at Abraham 
. ­

Van Gelder, "hich doo1.lllle!lts are to be reoeived ;n.0Il 1Ir; I; S; 

De Vries, De Le.1ressestl'aat 101, .bIstertiall, "e "Ul again 

submit &11 ot the neoessary documents to the Surrogate's 

Oourt: 
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'!be &aseta rIl this ••tat. 8OZ1Sist at • ouh aoaount 

w1th the In1D8 !nat CallfP&ll7 of ... York barlDs • balaDoe or 

apPPa1-.tel,. $25,800 111 add1t1GD to & aeourlt1es aoe01mt: 

!his _tter .... subJt1tted to us b'1 "airs: E~; 11: Leon1 

and .L P. X:. DrUl1q or -'-terdu: Ve haYe Peoentl'1 obtained 
. . 

the Cert1t1.o&te or IhheJl1tanoei powers or attorn.,., oert1tied 

oop,. ot the Last WUl ad l'est&.ent Gt the decedent and the 

du1,. oert1t1ed dMth oet1tioate. 1D addition to the Iedel'landsche 

Staataoovaten wh10h pub11catiena are .ade purS\1&Dt to the 

.eder1&n4 La J 227'; 

~ J8t1tim taP the appo1ntaent or lIP; Paul LJre1den 

as anell1&rJ admtniatrator, tosether with all the necesaarl docu­

_nta l'equ1red at suh proceed1Dc bave been prepared aDd eub.t.tted 

to the SlII'1'opte la Coet of ... Yerk Oount)' and will be on the 

..!eDdu tor return of the Cltation with1n a aanth;' 

lie _t111 require a ••tul'1ancl oourt 4e0181_ resard1ng 

the 4eoeued heba w1th 1'88peat to direoting the enV7 ~ thei!' 

deatha w1th the Bureau of V1tal Stat1st1.s aDd we bave b ..n m­

raad b'1 ".81'8; Lecm1 . and DrUling that the,. wUl subJl1t these 

doeu.ents to us shartl,.; 
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!he a.s.ta of th1a ••tat. 00J181st of & e&sh aoeount 

w1th the ..tional Cit,. Bank or lfn York in the amount of 

$1#455 ;20: 'the lin York State ta% prooeed:1ng has, be.n completed 

tor th18 estate and the estate has been declared exempt trom 

lIev York State ta%; 

!he t1n&l aoeount and rece1pts and releases have been 

prepared and subll1tted to the bene~1c1aries or the estate: 

We are D8k1ng & part1&l dlstl'1but1on or thJ.s estate through the 

Bev York agenc.,.; On1.,. a no1l1nal amunt 1n the estate aooount 

would be distributed atter ..e have received the t1nal reoeipts 

and releases fl-om the benet101aries ~ the decedent; The 

estate aocount oan then be olosed aut at such time; 
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ES!A!'B or HElRI DE GRCEN and/ar 
ELVllU. lORADA III GROBN nee Dhont 

We are conoerned in this estate with an asset whioh 

originated as a letter of credit 1h the amount of apprO%1natel, 

$12,000;00 which was established by the Quaranty Trust Sompany 

of Bev York 1n tavor of Henri de Ch-oen and/or Gerstel Glueck; 

The letter of ored.1t vas established out of a personal aocotmt 

in the nama of Jhe -;' Henri de Groen with the Ouaranty !rust Company 

and it is assumed that the full amount of the credit has been 

retransterred to 1t1'; de Groen's aceOWlt in the Guaranty '.r~ t 

Company of New York; 

'We have been communicating in this regard with Kr:-A. G. 

M. Reuser; Buergermeester hines:; La.a.n 15, Rotterdam, Holland ~ 

Rr; ReuseI' i3 attempting to obtain &11 the necessary doouments 

whioh we shall requ1I'e in oroer to 1nstitute a pttoceeding in 

the New York Surrogate's Court for this estate: It is pos&ible 

that the aotua1 value of the estate DBY be higher than the 

allOunt a£ appro:&'i.-.tely $12,000 as indicated above since the 

latter of cl'~lt DB, be _in addition to a cash balance in the 

account of JIlt; de Gz-oen ~ 

We have not :ret oontacted the Guaranty !nst COJll)8ll'1 

in this regard, however I sinoe we have not receiyed the power 

oE attlH'llel' and other docUlll!tnts authorizing us to take an'1 ao­

tion in this matter: 
3282~~O 



lIS".,.. U BDJAIIII and SOPJID TO Dm JIlL 

The aasets at this estate oonsist at approximatel} 

$50~OOO in caah and approx1Batel} ••2,000 in securities; 

The do1l1oi1.iArl' ada1niatrator of this estate 1n lIoll&nd is 

~; :I; Ya1g, 2Jt.3 ltochusseDstraat, Rotterdam and the Botar,. 

with whOJl ve bave been oo.aun1oat1ng 18 .Qt&l'is V:. J"••'. 

I.eenaers, kthenesselaan 278 lotterdaL 

on .o'VeJll)el' 28, 1950, lotar18 LeeJl&~ 1ntorJDed us 

that it baa not been poss1ble to dull issue a Oertttioate o~ 

Inheritanoe since 1t appears that one o~ the heirs who died 

subsequent to the death ot these decedents was -.rried to an 

Eng11sh oituen who has a180 dee••sed and tbat it bas not been 

po.sible to ellltab11.sh who are her hail's presuabll" living in 

England; .0tar1s Leenaers believes that it wUl take more time 

unt11 he ..111 be able to suJad.t to us a eOllPlete Cert1ticate ot 

Inheritance together with aU of the other requ1l'ed docUl28nts; 

We shall again coaamicate with l'fotari8 ~nael's in an 

effort to expedite the processing of the aocount: 
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ESUDS 07 J.A.CaB lWISUKClBR and 

BDRIB'HB DEURClliR nee S~lBBJ: 


!bDs tap in tb1a e.tat. we bave an11 ~.oelY8d a Cert1­

tlcate ~ Inberit&noe tl'a Jlotarll Z; A; R1edtte1d ot AllBter­

daJa~ !hi.a C81't1tioate shows tbat there are a ocmaiderab1e 

nUllbe ot heirs and predeeeaeed hairs Gt these decedents: 

We baTe eommn1oated with .otul1 B1edtf'eld and baTe instruc­

ted him :in detaU oonce:rning the docnu.nts required bl us in 

order to institute proeeed1nga1n .811 York; B'ot&rls lU.edtteld 

1ntorBed us that he vill torvud aU dooUl8nts to WI al soon 

aa possible; !he late.t oo.smleation from .otal'ls B1edtteld 

1s dated J'anU&l7 16, 1951 and we have sinoe then oommunicated 

w1th h1Il in an eftort to exped1te this _tter~ 
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!be assets at this estate CODsist or a cash account 

in the amount ot ,-,C>'-l;~ which are held bl the Guaranty 

!lwust Company r4 !lev York in a tree account; 'l'here is also 

a blocked cash aooeunt with that bank 1n the amount of '65:25~ 

!he assets also 1nelude certain securities valued at apprtoxi­

matell' $5,000: 

On 'ebruary 2, 1951 we obtained a Cert1ticate ot Inheri­

tanoe, the affidavit ot non-residence ot the decedent and a. 

decree of the Netherland c~t with respect to the death of the 

decedent;' We have also obtained a power ot attorney from the 
. ­

sole bah-, JIlts : 1:: Van Esso-Blsass; We still require the duly 

oert1:f'1ed death oert1:f'icates at Dr; Hernan ReljllBne, and ot 

Batt}' van Rsso; 

lIotU'ia DeurvOl'st bas advised us that these doouments 

w111 be forthcoming shortly; 

Upon receiving the af'oresaid desth oert1ticates, in 

proper cert11'1ed t01'Il, this matter can then be submitted to the 

Sll'l'rogaters Court or In York COWlty; The petit10n and all 

other neoesaarr doeuaenta tor the 1nst1tut1on of this proceeding 

have been prepared based upon the 1l'i1'ormation in the legal doou­

_nts at hand and ..e can submit the _tter direotly to the oourt 

upon reoeipt or these further documents;' 
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ESTATE OF CLARA. HIRSCHLUD nee SPEIJER 

The assets ot this estate oonsist of traveler's o~cks 

ot the American Express Compan,., Rev York, in the amount of 

,,100, which tor the purposes of federal taxation were considered 

and treated as the property belonging to the estate of Salo_on 

a,lk/a Pritz Birachland; As stated in our previous report, the 

traveler's checks were issued in the name of Mrs; Clara Speijer 

Rirschland and the American Express Compan,. requires an ancillary 

adm1nistration prooeeding in New York Surrogate's Court in order 

to obtain the cash on behalf of the sole heirs and next-ot-kin 

ot the decedent: 

We have not yet received the necessary documents in 

order to settle this estate, that is, a oertified copy of the 

death certificate of this decedent, certified copies of the 

court decree directing death of this decedent, a duly oertified 

cert1ticate of heirship and a duly executed power of attorney 

trom the parties entitled to receive the tunds of this decedent~ 

We have requested such documents from J1r~ H~ X; 

Birschland, Zydeveg 37, Wassenaar, Holland, but &5 yet have not 

received them~ 

328224 




ES'l'AD OlP E... P. HmsCBLOD 

We were 1ntormed bl the lIeder1andsche Bank, reter­

enoe nuBber 58499-5117-18 ooncerning the assets ot this 

estate which oonsist of a cash account with the lJew York 

Trust COap&Dl in the amount ot $3,153 and a letter of credit 

in the alllOWlt of $1100 with the same b&nk~ As let we have 

not noeived any of the neoessa17 dooUJll8nta in order to estab­

lish to the satistact10n or the liew YOl'k Tl'USt Company that 

this deoedent 1s dead and the parties who are entitled to re­

ceive the assets ot the estate; We shall" in any event" attempt 

to settle this matter by the t1ling of a surety bond w1th the 

banlc in 11eu of ancillary administrat10n proceedings. We shall 

continue to tollov up this DBtter and have requested JIr; H. H. 11. 

Birsohland" Z'Jdeveg 37" Wassenaar" Rolland" to expedite the 

forward1ng ot the necessary documents. 
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ES'fAD (Jp SALOIIOB HIB5CHLUD alk/a nr.rz HIRSCHT.QD 

The original assets at this estate consisted ot a 

cash account vith the Jev York !rust Company 1n the amount ot 

$99,998, together with tI'ave1er's ohecks in the amount or 
$3100, whioh cash acoount was subllequent1'1 transterred to the 

Gua:rsntl '!:rust COJ!l)&nY or I'n York~ 

Having prepaI'ed and filed a tederal estate tax return 

ve have nov received the !1-easllr'Y Department Transfer Cert1ti ­

cates perBdtttng the ooup1ete distI'ibution ot the aocount; 

As "e informed the lIederlandsche Bank in our 1etteI' 

ot Deoember 4, 1950 this matteI' has been completed, except 

tor an amount ot 15. of the original fund vhich vas held during 

the statutory peI'iod and also until ve bad obtained the afore­

mentioned Treasury Department !l"ansfer Cert1tioates; 

The present balance held in the Guaranty b-ust Company 

of Bew York &JlOUnts to $15,976 tor vhioh an accounting "i11 be 

rendered to the estate benef!lc1ary and to the Xederlandsche Bank; 
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ES'l'AD OF 	 KAREL HOEDEIIAKER and 
ImIliA 1IOEIJBJ1AKE8 nee DB J'OE 

These assets consist of the following assets: a 

cash account in the amount of $12,128.29 as ot June 1, 1948 

which amO'tmt was inct-eased to $13,535.49 at the time of the 

t~an8fer at this account into the estate account on June 6, 

1950. There are also various seourities in the estate account, 

as fo11ows:­

100 Shat-8S Anaconda Copper 
200 shares Canadian Paoifio RR 
50 shares Kew York Centnl BR 

100 shares Shell Oil Company 

The tax pt-oceed1ngs have been completed and ve must 

await receipt ot the Treasury Dep8I-tment Transfer Certificates 

before we can make any distl'ibution of the securities account. 

Examinations ot federal estate tax returns vary in the amount 

ot time in which they are oompleted beoause of changing condi­

tions in the TreasUl'1 Department itselr with respect to their 

volume ot oases to be handled at different times during the 

year. lie are prepared, however, to make a pat-t1a1 distribution 

ot the oash acoount which vill be forthCOming very shortly. 

Ve shall retain in the cash account a nominal balanoe fot- the 

purpose ot payment ot anl possible unforeseen contingency vith 
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with respeot to the fedEral estate tax return, vhioh ve do 

not anticipate since ever1th1ng 1n that l,9egard appeal's to be 

in good order. 

We have made application for the relief of the payment 

of 1ntarest on the estate tax ~eturn which is normally due 15 

months from the date of death of the above decendent. We have 

been successfUl 1n obtaining this relief in all OtII- previous 

applications and do not antioipate anl change in that regard 

~ith respect to these deoedents. 
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IS'fADS OJP ELIAS de ROOP and 
ESTlmB de HOOP nee PACm'ER 

The asseta td th1s estate cons1st ~ a cash balanoe 

at the Gu.aMntl' 'l'l-ust COmpOl at Xn York in the amount td 

$949;91 as or June 29, 19Ji.9 and ot a secur1t1ee aocotmt valued 

at approxbate17 $6,,000; 

We bave rece1ved a favorable deois1on bl' the S1l1"rogate 

as ot larch 15, 1951 to the effect that the proot ot death ot 

other docu.entarl' ev1dence submitted are sat1stactorl' and ve are 

directed bl' such decis10n to t11~ a decree acoordingll'; !he 

decree frR the appointment ot 1Ir: Paul L; Ve1den as the AnoUlarl' 

Adm1n1strator has been prepared and submitted to the Court and 

we &l'e awaiting Signature oonf1l'ming and oOJ!«)let1ng the appo1nt­

ment ot JIr: We1den as such Aneillal7 Administrator; 

Ve sha,ll then be 1n a posit1on to tUe the lIev York estate 

tax proceeding, together w1th the Pederal Bstate tax return; 

:aecause at the aec1n'1t1es inV'olved, ve must also make application 

to the Commissioner ot Internal Revenue fO%' the relief' of' the 

payment at interest trom the due date tor the tiling or the return 

for these decedents whioh in the case of Eliss de Haop would be 

on the bas1s or ~ per annum frOD! Augwst 26, 1~1 and in the case 

ot Esther de lIoop nee Pachter vould be from Septellber 6, l~' 

to the date ot the tUing of the return; 
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These returns could not, ot course, be tiled 

previously because there vas no estate representative duly 

appointed to act on behalf ot the estate. Following the examin­

ation ot the tederal tax return and the granting of the Treasury 

Department Transter Cert1tioates to the securities aooount, we 

can then make tull and cODPlete distribution ot the estate ac­

COW'lt. In the meantime, we anticipate making at least a partial 

d1stribution out ot the cash account atter oompletion ot the Nev 

York estate tax proceeding. 
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MERCHAND1SING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

, TO THEINTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZA 
119 \lest 40th Street 
New York 18, N.Y. 

TO ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

This report finally completes the work of the Com­

/-- - . mittee which is now three years old almost to the day. 

We have received additional funds from the follow­

ing source s: 

Customs Refund $ 8,376.66 
Sale of Amber 15.96 
Sale of Pipes 59.75 
Sale of Platinum 1,280.96 
Sale of Palladium 1,083.71 

Expenditures have been $76.70 consisting of reimburse­

ments to Sullivan and Cromwell for out-of-pocket expenditures. 

A final check for $17,017.93 has been forwarded to 

the I.R.O. and our bank account closed. Total remittances have been 

$1,867,017.93, - $10,000.00 of which was advanced by the I.R.O. when 

the Committee \-las formed. 

The Committee is dissolved. 


Again many, many thanks for your help. 


R. 	 C. KRAMER 
Chairman 
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December 15. 1960 

Mr. Gottlieb HuuMr 
Jev1ah ~enoy tor Israel 
.5l' Park Aftraw 
lev York. N. Y. 

Our Gatt.: 

ID':l949 tbe JDC agreed to purobaule the ncurities lIIhiah were part ot tl:. 
non-acne'tar7 ,old and vhioh at that time were deeaed to be worthl.ees. 
A lJ.lW1na1 ~ c4 $l.OO.OO VM made lt1icb. it was suggested. mould be 
_t D;y the .roo and the Jewish Agenq 1n the praport1onate share ot the 
60/40 torJmla aareec:t upcm with respect to the distribution ot reparat10n 
tunds. The.. &ee\dJ1t1u were turned over to the t1ra or Eric \'1arburg, Inc. 
and dur1.ni tM last tev months SOZIIB ot them were sold. 

Thua tar we haw rece1wd a total or $1,467,00, or which ;you are ent1Ued 
'to 6f11, ~ to...............................................................$MO•20 


lI'r~ tb1.a h<Me'ftr should be deducted ;yoo:r share or tbe ~100.00 Pa;JlII8I1t 
aa,de b7' 1l8'. ~•••••••••••• <II • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 60 .00 

leaving a balance ot••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$820.20 

tor which w are send1Il& 70U our abeok. 

Sina.:rely' youra, 

Moeea A. leavitt 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH 3 EAST 54TH STREET 


JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM :J IZ (J . 
#3260 ', L" ' . . ··· dlj--i ---- ~oJV~L 

From l'1a.rgaret Feiler ./It 1' .. 
.- .' ,t: nfb\..~ .. 'I ~"

New York,,, .........."",,,.:o.ac:em.ber...l5 ,.J. '''''-'; ~''''~ ''''~'''T ' _",d9 60 
To Dorothy L. Speiser . . . .,. I~ 

. /' 
.~ f.­, "'l.. 

1_ 

Subject Reparation Funds - Securities 

In September 1949, it was decided to purchase certain securities from the 
Merchandising Advisory Gommittee o These securities had come as a part of 
the non~onetary gold and they were supposed to be worthless. JOG paid 
the ncminal amount of $100 and the a.greement was that the purchase price 
would be met by the JOG and the Jewish Agency in the proportionate share 
of the r6CA40 formula agreed upon with respect to the distribut ion of 
reparations funds. The JDG paid $100 on November 3, 1949. Subsequently, 
the securities were turned over to the firm of Eric Warburg, Inc. for 
evaluation and possible disposal. 

During recent months, proceeds of the sales were remitted to us as follows: 

October 21 •.•••..•••••••• :$ 1470 •••• 0 

November 1 ••.•• 0 850 
November 16 ••••••••.••••••••••• 325 
December 14 ....•••....• 0 145 

Total Proceeds •••••••••• $1,467 

Deducting from the above amount the cost of $100, the net proceeds of 
$1,367 have to be split by the JOG and the Jewish Agency in the pro­
portion of 40 to 60. 

Will you please authorize the Accounting Department to draw check in the 
amount of $820.20 to the Jewish Agency in settlement of their share. 

1 ./ 

Margaret Feiler 
MF:mn 

M. M. ,.1111 10M SGC 
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Janu.ar.r 9, 19b2 

Hr. Gottlieb HaDer 

!he Jev1sh Agarlo,. tor !sl'!l8l, Ino. 

515 Park .\ftn1l8 
ria", York 22, :~.!. 

Dear Gotts 

On Decenlber 12, l~O, va sent you 0Ul" abeck in the amount-of" ~O.20, oowring 
your IJharoe in the d1utributioo ot non-mooetarT gold, which bad boen realized 
durlDg the :rear 1%0. 

Dur1Dg the Jar 19O1. W NGaiftd an addit10nal amount ot $7,023.53, repraaenU.ng 
diY1denda and sale of _ecuritlea. Against th1. we 1ncurr.d an e~e ot $3.00 
tor oana1llar r..., leaving a balanoe of !.7,020.53. Y012r sh.!U"8, naMely co;C arno!mta 
to $4,212.32 tor Idlich w enclose our aback herewith. Please be good ~nougb to 
acknowledp receipt. 

, ' 

',.. ~. 

~oses A. Leadtt 
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o1AMES 

LAW OFl"l:OES 

LANDIS, GOHEN, RUBIN, SOHWARTZ AND 

183 e JE:l'"FERSON PLAOE, N. W . 

H . :LANDIS WASHINGTON 6, D. G. 
WALLAOE H . OOHEN 

SEYMOUR 01. RUBIN STER:LING (3 - ~90~ 

ABBA P. SOHWARTZ 

STANLEY GEWIRTZ 

June lI, 195~ -o1AMES R. ZUCKERMAN :;::::;--­

GEWIRTZ 

Mr. Moses Leavitt 
American Joint Distribution Committee 
270 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Moe: 

I enclose herewith a letter to Ben .Ferencz which. I 
think is more or less self-explanatory. This is a project on 
which I have been working for a long tiIne now and which suddenly 
looks as -though it may bear sorne fruit. If it does we should be 
able to add some fair amount, perhaps in the neighborhood of 
$500,000 or perhaps more, to the funds available for JRSO. 
These funds also, if we are successful, would be in dollars and 
would be in addition to- anything which is due from any other 
source . _ 

Having in mind the many postponements and disappoint­
ments in certain of our other projects and the length of time that 
was necessary before we could workout the extra payment out of 
the German assets in Italy, I have refrained frorndiscussing this 
with you before now. The road ahead is still probably full of 
pitfalls, but the matter has come to a point in which I think that 
I should bring it to your attention. I warn you, however, that 
I am keeptng my -fingers very much crossed. 

Sincerely, 

26779 \ 

. Rubin 

JUN 1 2 1953 
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r. Benjamin Ferencz 

_696-A " 
10 Po.tmaater,. New Yor~ If. Y • 

.For

-

r.-yent

' -

lune H. 1953 

ewLth :ae.t1tu1ion Successor Orla.JlUatioll 

- sQm.e time I have ~el1. quie.t1y followinl the matter of Dutch. 
cJ..aIm.. to certain .~ities, previously owned 'by Dutch aationala,. which are 
J , • • 

loca~ fn the United Stat... . . . ' " , . 

. . ' It u my tmderstal:lding that th••e seeurities J which are still bloekecl 
y the United.'tates" are securitie.",hichare considered: 'both by the Dutch 

by tlut United States to baire '!:i.ell "looted". I believe that they are ••curi­
es wh!Clt were Gn depoait in the t1nit.d States either in the Jl1&Dles of Dutch 

tioDal. o~ in the nune. of Dutch bukIJ .. tlle beneficial title towlUc:h was 

ld .by Dutch JEf'Ns. Tit1~ was stripped from tha•• owners aDd placed in the 


ippman-Ros.nthal concern. _ The see1lrla... ,.,.re bloc1ud du:ri».a the war to' 
·the Gcnnana from ,.tUn, benefit from. th.em. Althoup otker aec.u:ri ­

e. 01 Dutcll Qrilin 01' own.dby DUtch persona, ~loca.ted in the l1Jiited S.t.~J 


~e lon, .bl:Ciie' bMll1lJ1blocked., thes.• looted aecii%ities still r • .,aill DlDdted. 

". 

ltis my lQl(,{e.1"standtn. tha.t ~. total value e! tH•• sec-«i'itiU is in 
, neipborAoQd of. $3.mUncm. 

1h«~h·iro~iHGJrb. Deen ·~t-"~. ''-~c:Uitiea .bo~·~~ ~dea~ed 
aDd shouW be ~tu:rD..K to Dutc:ll Qo.,..nmat centrol. 'lUy izulicatii tb.t they 
Jrill then be wtl1J;ng to look into the- pl'Op i,ttiQD:of sua. aecuritie. ~"is 

. irle•• and to deal. .ympatlletic&1Iy. wita that proporticm... Th.-e, arp_, however,, , 

-that Dutc:a laws of eonungc:dJdty, etc •• a.re .-uc:h that there i. likely to be: a very 
.m.al1 amount of heirle.. property. . 

. I haye Vied -upon the .DeputmUlt of State taat t!t.U poaitiea .a-t be 

adoptccl. 'l'1le ~utmant is, I belieT_, prepared to adopt the ptJdthm tla.at a 

ct.lfrdte anoc:at1ouaf the heirle•• portion of the•• a.seu should. b. mw ill . 

advance'of the.r.t..... of 1}JrlWd 8tat.. bJOckta, controla. The ~ . 


..haa alM felt tluLt this hdrlus POl'tio:a should await CODlre.slaal acUCm on 
itla.e lMirlas. pnpertr 1elia1a.t1cm. in generaL 
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- z ­
1uu 11, 1953 

(a} J"ir.t, in acc:ol:'dance with Ute cable wlrlc.h I haTe .en.t you, I would 

II ecat. YOU1" ,ettin, off. - aDd I hope you bAve iliea.cly clone ac, at leut in 

.ummary - ....tatement 0.1' analy8i. for the llepart:mMnt of State ladieatinl how 

muqh of til••• securities ia lIkely to 1M ill tile· heirl••• catelory. 'the Department 

:~t ~.mpI't.1TJ,n ~ clark on thi. and: u. De particular aqum.eab Oll. way or the 
~1b:.r . . {would "'PPO•• that you co.w URm. that lMJ'up, '0" of the .e.curitie. 

· J~h.,and YOll could then .,,1.,. wllatey.r .tatistical uta you haTe on elaim.s 
in Jfa~ ...,&blst ~~edp~erty ther., • .1' p.rhap. ,q,ply similar pro- . 

.	pGkti~ lD:GerDib.y.- You '-oULlJi'iVe to· .rimmiier that lfiitCh taw perDrluvery 
cU..tant relativ••' .. lay clatm. to ... property - a factor whick is ba1anceel by 
lack a! bowled,. on the part of nell cU.staat re1&tivaI. 

, . (P), S.ctoDdly, I .Q1l4o my be.~ to p.rauad..e the Departme!lt that this 

JI'1&tter .. bo:ula aot be left 4.,...eat upon tile heirle.... prCJP*J'ty le.blation in the 

CODlre••. · There i. ot cours. a cliff«rene., .inc. tJy heirle.•• ~rty .ubject 


the p'ropoaed l,)W iI ••••ntially Ge:rman - that h, it i. a:eDlY lIB1ess eonsidered 
. a. not enemy pur.-uant to ..,ed.allegi.1ation.In the lil'\ttcaaa... hew~r, the 
p.roperty never ..... ttenem.y'· aU it therefore would" entirely UIl"oDscionable ­
eyen more .0 tb:an in the heirle.s Oerman propet'ty I1tuatioD - fert' any pt~ of . 	 . 

ta.•• a ••eta to be. pa.id bUG·tk. 'Wa~ Clahu Flmd. I .ha.llt1rerefeJ"'a U"Y to Jiye 

the Departmtmt a bu:!.• far arrlring at a a.ttlanut1ri,th. tUDu.t.cll which would 


. 	 ­
, provide, for p&ymellt of ~ k.~le•• pt'Op.rty .hare either to. th.e1B.:SO o~ to the 
. CoJUereJl4e, o~lieWish ~terial Clai~. &,aWt Ge~•. OJl_'tJle JnuDd ~t both 

th••• are repr....np,tiTe .1ewi.h o~atiba.....i.' "Nta' of .th1 • . • ort 
,ene.ra! relief l.mi rtillUW,tatloapupo.... l! it ....!e po~Ie lj.jo- You to ­

bve a talk witll .ome oCtlt. hte:1l1cwUh la4er.·UIIIl ,rork,ftt ......kint! o! 

tentative ap.."entwhkh:~~ &r.-ome pO..u-." 'tU.. taU being 
 \ 

Oll cha.ritabl. activities in~, it wouW~1y~e~U' , ~~ easier 

tiotllvi.-a.';'Y1. 't!l / mti'C'lt&&a~'iia-a~. the ~ . 


I expect that.. t Ihall .~ JOu in tll. -.zt c:4nIp1e ol weeb aDd perltap. we 

C&Jl talk about the .ituation mo-re then. . 


Ibtcerely, 

.. 

,lil1' . ~••• L.avitt 328237:)4r•. a .imon Segal 
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aqaaa J. Bub1D. Saq.
1.832 ~ P1aciI. LV. 
""nstaa 6, D.C. 

Dear 8;J1 

Ali ,.1dl1 ____ eX.. 1'al1 ~ arrr ~ 
-b6aazriltl . ' 'bt 8p1c Y1l1 ~. wi ~~f6 n1Ae.. or·. ·.. cIie! wcaz1.t.te.. , 

. I waa14 .~ 1t 1:t JOlt oodt1 ... nth StaD Jlatss-r 
~ ,.. aD' c10 1;0 be or IIIeJp. X ___' ~ 1"·.... oar 
~' 1Iid.ah' ~w to tM Dutch ~. cc.att ­
__ to ..............." 'tiM d.1QaDl. of .. Jn1ab. S001al 

¥am Ja:iDlat1aa. . . . - ' 

:n- lI:IIIII'p JfIrq ad _ 1JItor-«. 

~~ 

-
OCll. ... J'&~ J • .JlioobRa 

• 

.-,..-. . ­

328238 '\ 
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Dea" .... ~ 

Taar. JaMal .. ..... ~ '- •• II ,ita azl al ... aft,v ....:............ X-...,.."-'_ 

. ~11Jnln",• .1ia_a, ..., '· .. 7000 ...... = 	 ,*'., Ii".., _1111 .. ..., ... -1••, '_" 'IU n 'l1t 

~ Ia" "'tIt tLa I I. Ie.._ ~ '" • -... I_ 
.	1:" II I 110 ~ .... ...... .... rt 13IlJl ........... 
a 111_ to 'b.' 6.1L1f. ~ II "at ...-1 JIL""" . ' 

, _ ,.. dIileael ,. .. I ,". Dh "m..,.,. III 
&11'1......."1, j 'et.u at till .,.. ftS8I ...... .., 

tw .1:1 .1 flit 	 ._ar.a.- f!Jf u' ­,IIC.,,, , 

. ........
- ..rt 	 n',....'......) ... _...._... 
.. aU" OF iE 1'_ ....... ' , tat' JlLTlt ..... . 

ta'KY'. ' .... a •• 


I. 'I.,'k __,..-....__ I ...~.m..._ 
-.......... .. ..., t. ' ~ ••• r_~ 


... tot.n ..,..11101 ........... ja '.'.IF _., Par. 

J", telae'" __ ,.. ••,{Tlr .. ' @ 'be '" 116 

,at•• X1d1l •• '.'141. Wd1~ ....."... ....
,....a.. -S' 'M••,. 	 B _ ... 
_.IT~ ~""·S ., 

a.1,T. 
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•. ,... I~E. SPIER en Mr. C. E. MASSEE l~
1\ . NOTARISSEN AMSTERDAM (C.). July 16) 


TEL. 34600 (4 IIln.n)
WESTEINDE 24 
T.I.gr.m••dr." EDUCORNO1 SPREEKUREN 10.12 ION 1.30·4.30 UUR POSTGIRO 13295 

NA TElEFONISCHE AFSPRAAK GEMEENTEGIRO B. 1529 

ZATERDAG GESlOTEN. 


V.rzoek. blJ b••ntwoordlng t. verwlJzen n••r: 


do••I.r" .n ..R.f.r.nll.l.tt.......1. bov.n d... brl.f zlln v.rm~'dT
Onderw.rp of dOlller: Heirless Assets. 
R.f.r.ntl.l.tt.,. : Sp!Dw .. 

Mr .. Moses A. Leavitt, ~ 
Executive Vice-Chairman and Secretary of 
The American Jewish Joint Distribution 
J East 54th Street, Committee,Inc .. 
New York 220 N.. Y.. 

UoS ..A<> 

Re: Heirless Assets. 
~. 

.; ,- 1 ' . During the Conference in Geneva I had the pleasure to speak 
with Mr .. Edward Warburg with regard to the "heirless assets" 
vested in the United States# which belonged to Jewish owners, 
who lived before and during the occupation in Holland .. 
We heard that the Successor-Organization in the United States 
will get the disposition of those heirless assets from the 
UeSeAo Government .. 
MroWarburg told me that you are representing the Successor­
Organization in this case .. 
I herewith beg to send you a list of seourities which aGo" 
are involvedo 
As you can understand our Organization "Stichtih~ Joods Maat­
schappelijk Werk" (Jewish Social Work Foundation), which is 
the Successor-Organization in Holland, is very interested to 
get those funds ~or Dutch jewish social purposes. 
We should highly appreciate when you could achieve that the 
said funds come to the benefit of the "Stichting Joods . Maat­

.. J 	 schappelijk Werk" wher~as in the meantime we could prove to 

you in writing that the Dutch Government will leave these 

assets without more to the said Foundation under condition 

that they will guarantee to transfer the said funds to pos­

sible heirs of the original -owners <> 


I shall be very pleased to hear from you whether we may count 

on your cooperation in this matter.. ~ 


It i~ my intention to come to the United States in October! 
November next. If you think that I can be of assistance in this 
case you know that I am at your disposal during that peri ode 

With my kind regards, 

Sincerely 

OUl2118i 
~ ~;.c-;: ' .~ 4-. 328 2 i~ 2 

' ..' _ . ..... ­
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List of heirless assets 

Name of former owner Vested assets 

Po de Jong Elsbach 

Julius Gottheim 

Unknown Jewish owners 

A.. BUhler 

B. Ke Ilne r 	 Naumann 

Rachel de Leeuw 

Ernst Seelman/Hanna Lowenstein 

Emma Zcadany~~ayer 

Hugo Salventi.i 

OoM. Rosen-Kxauskbpf 

Israel Glowinsky 

~ 1000,- Cuba Railroad 5% 1952 

%> 1000.- Denver and Rio Grande 
Western Railroad 5% 1955 

A 
~ 1000,- Cities Service Comnany

5~ 1958 	 ~ , 

~ 1000,_ Southern Pacific 4~6 1949 

ca $ 3000,- Balance wit.:a. GL1ar<;inty'~ 
Trust Comp. 

ca $100000,- Balance. with Guaranty
Trust Comp.o1000.- 4t~~ Balt1 !~iOre &; Ohio 

~ 1868.- Balance with American 
Express Comp. 

~ 4.800.- Balance with Chase 
Nat i onal Bank 

~ 1000,- Ealance with Bankers 
Trust Compo 

~ 1.559.71 	with Commercial Nationdl 
Bank ana. Trust Compo 

$ 3.239.68 with Guaranty.Trust Compo 
~ 1000,- ~b Uruguay, ide 
ijil 1000,.- 3t:~ Southern Railway, ide 

~ 5000,- 5~~ Chicago Milwaukee. 

3282 '13 


http:3.239.68
http:1.559.71


I 

I . 

Successor Organizatio 
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Brigine Bailer 

"OIINE DEN STAAT WElTER DAMIT ZU BELASTEN ... "1 

Bemerkungen zur ~sterreichischen Riickstellungsgesetzgebung 

Vorbemerkung 

Die sogenannte ·Wiedergutmachung" nationalsozialistischen Unrechts, im eigentlichen 
Wortsinn des ·wieder gut Machens" unmoglich2, zerfallt in Osterreich ebenso wie in 
der BRD in zwei grolJe Bereiche : die in erster Lime der i e' er Mindestex.i~ 
stenz der Opfer dienende Geselzesmaterie (in Osterreich ,Opferfursorgegesetz, in der 
i3RD Bundesentschiidigungsgesetz)· einerseits, und pesetze. 'zur Riickstellung e'~tzogC; 
nen Eigentums und Vermogens andererseits. Zu beiden Bereichen liegl bereits eine 
Reihe deUlscher Publikationen vor, wahrend die osterreichische Forschung erst am 
Anfang stehl.) Der brilische Historiker Robert Knight legte in seiner ausfiihrlich 
kommenlierten Edition von Ausziigen der Kabinetts- und Ministerratsprotokolle der 
Nachkriegszeit eine erste, vor allem aulJenpolitische Faktoren beriicksichtigende 
Ubersicht zur Genese der Riickstellungsgesetze vor'. Der vorliegende Aufsatz versucht 
die innenpolitischen Gegebenheiten, die Desiderata der Riickstellungsgesetzgebung und 
die Auswirkung dieser Geselze auf die Opfer in einem ersten Ansatz zu erheJlen. Dar­
iiber hinaus waren weilerfuhrende Forschungen zu diesem Themenkreis sehr wiin­
schenswert . 

Die Riickstellungsgesetzgebung stellte - obschon eine ganze Reihe anderer Gruppen, 
nicht zulelzt auch die Kirchen von dieser Gesetzgebung betroffen waren - fur die Of­
fentliche Meinung ein vorwiegend jiidisches Problem dar, wodurch auch der vorl ie­
gende Aufsatz in erster Linie die Schwierigkeiten jiidischer Opfer, ihr Eigentum zu­
riickzuerhalten, beleuchtet. 

1. Der nationalsozialistische Raubzug 

Pliinderungen, Enteignungen und die durch nationalsozialistische Verordnungen gere­
gelten Eigentumsentziehungen betrafen in erster Linie die aufgrund der Niirnberger 
Rassegesetze verfolgle Bevolkerung.s Zum Umfang dieser Beraubungen liegen einige 
von Vertretern der Opfer Anfang der funfziger Jahre erstellte Statistiken vor, die den 
~ert des geraubten Eigentums und Vermogens mit rund 312 Millionen Dolla . (780 
;Millionen Reichsmark) angaben, 'unter Einrechnung der Einkommensverluste ergabt 
Jsich sogar ein Verlust von rund 1,2 Milliarden Dollaf.6 Statistiken der rV.!!rmogensver;; 
kehrsstell(\r weisen ein aufgrund der Verordnung zur Anmeldung jiidischen Vermogens 
~ngemeldetes yermogen von 2 .041,828.000 RM auf, jiidisches Betriebsvermogen urn, 
faBle; ca. 321 Millionen R~'f.1 Die zur Eindlimmung der unkontrollierten • Arisierun­
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gen" und damit zur Sicherung der daraus resultierenden Gewinne fUr den NS-Slaat im 
Mai 1938 geschaffene Vermogensverkehrsslelle iibernahm in der Foige die Abwick­
lung der "ordnungsgemafien" "Arisierungen". S Der uberwiegende Teil der zu dieser 
Zeit noch beslehenden rund 26.000 jiidischen Belriebe wurde liquidiert, nur 4.353 
sollten weitergefUhrt werden.9 Die in den Folgejahren verabschiedete Vielzahl antijii ­
discher Gesetze und Verordnungen beraubte die noch nicht gefluchleten Juden ihres· 
gesamten Eigentums; selbst Radioapparate, SchiausrUstungen, Wollsachen, EJeklroge­
rale und anderes unterlagen nach und nach der Ablieferungspflichl. 'O 

Unmillelbar nach dem "Anschlufi" erfolgle die Vertreibung der Juden aus ihren Woh­

nungen und deren zwangsweise Umsiedlung in Sammelwohnungen. Jns.,gesamt wurdeq 

in Wien scMn bisEnde 1938 rund 44.000 der 70.000 Wohnungen mil jiidischen Mie­

Jer_n auf diese Weise fUr "arische Volksgenossen·" frerge·macht~ :·Gerhard BOlz be­

zeichnel dies zurecht aJs "Ersatz nalionaIsoziaJiSlischer SoziaJpolilik" .1I 


1m Laufe der NS-Herrschaft wurden noch weilere Bevolkerungsgruppen bzw. 1nslitu­

lionen ihres Eigentums beraubt: polilisch VerfoIgle, Karnlner SJowenen, kirchliche In­

slitulionen, aufgeJosle Vereine, osterreichische Unternehmen, aber auch der oSlerrei­

chische Slaat infoIge seines Unlergangs 1938. Trolzdem gehl es wohl an der histori­

schen Realitat vorbei, wenn der Abgeordnele Kolb im Nalionalral meinle, "ersler An­

spruchsberechligler" der Riickstellungsgeselzgebung sei "die Republik OSlerreich sei­

ber" .'2 


2. Die Anfange der Riickslcllungsgesetzgebung 

Alliierte Planungen hallen sich bereils wahrend des Krieges mit der Frage des durch 

den nalionaIsozialislischen Slaat entzogenen bzw. geraublen Eigentums befafil. Die am. 
,. 

".5: Janner 1943 verabschiedete "Londoner Deklaration" erklarte aIle unter nalionaIsoo: ­
-zlifiSii'SCherBesetzung eifoIgu:n Enteignungen und scheinlegalen Vermogensiibertra­
.;gungen fUr ungiiltig;13 .. \ 

Obschon b~reils "pfang Mall945 die :P'sovisorische Staatsregierung ein "Geselz iiber 
die Erfassung arisierter und anderer im Zusammenhang mil der nalionaIsozialislischen 

_Machtiibernahme enlzogener Verm5genschaften~' verabschiedel hatle, war die Frage 
der individuellen Riickslellung entzogenen Eigenlums innerhalb der polilisch Verant­
wortlichen nichl unbeslrillen. Die Sozialdemokralen verkniipflen die Frage dcr Riick­
slelJungen sofort mil der Frage nach der Riickgabe des 1934 geraublen Vermogens ih­
rer Partei und der ihr angeschlossenen Organisalionen und ha!!en gleichzeilig, wie iib­
rigens auch die KPO. offensichlliche Reserven gegen die Reslaurierung "kapilal isli­
scher " Vermogen. 15 Die <gaatsregierung sah sich jedoch einerseils unler dem Druck 
des "Auslandes ". d. h. der Alliienen, die von OSlerreich enlschiedenes Vorgehen ge­
gen die ehemaligen NalionalsozialiSlen und zugunslen deren Opfer verlanglen. ande­
rerseilS aber sland sie auf dem Siandpunkl, OSlerreich sei an den NS-Verbrechen un­
schuldig . habe daher keine Wiedergulmachung zu leislen - '~sremiCh nal abet nichls 
,gut. zu machen; . weiLesnichlS .. verbrochen hat. "16 "Wiedergulmachung" durfle aus der 
Sicht der oSlerreichischen Poliliker m6g1ichsl keine Koslen verursachen. Demenlspre · 
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chend entschlo3 man sich vorerst jene Faile in Angriff zu nehmen, in denen Natural­
restitution moglich schien. 17 

1m MaH946 verabschiedete der Nationalrat das "Bundesgesetz:iiber: die,Nichtigerklik 
rung von Vennogensiibertragungen.: di~wiihrend dcr-deutschen Besetzung Ostcrreichs'. 
erfolgt 'sind"IS, und erkannte damit die in der "Londoner Deklaration" normierten' 
Prinzipien an. Doch erst im Herbst:~l946-':folgte"' die.Jiermdgensentziehungsanmelde." 
verordnung, ' die die tatsachliche Anrneldung entzogenen Vermogens bis November 
desselben Jahres vorsah; die "Anmeldepflicht lag.dabei .beim derzeitigetnnhaber dieses"" 
Eigentum!; also -in-vielen FlIl1en 'beim 'Ariseur" .19 

Relativ 'einfach ·zu . erledigen · .w8ren~jene-F.iiUe,.~in ·-denetV Eigenrum autgrUnailationaI~ 
sozial istischc:t.GeseglO. ~Qe$.ondu.e._dl;r~11 .",urukl1i. Nerordung'nlm'Reichsbt1rgerge­
setz•.,unddurcb,.Qestapo-Mafinahme.n.enlzoge.n."worden:war,uri<! sich-nun in der Ver::' 
w.aJtung .der.Republik befand,j)~ . F..aue.regelte,das,am ·26. Juli:1946 verabschiedete · 
Ersle .Riickstellungsgesetz.!O Damit halle aber auch schon die fUr die osterreichischen 
Ma3nahmen zugunsten der NS-Opfer in der Foige typische Aufsplillerung in eine 
Reihe von Einzelgesetzen ihren Anfang genommen.!1 Dies erschwerte den Opfern 
selbst die Obersicht und dam it die Durchsetzung ilirer berechtigten Forderungen deut­
lich. Es dauerte nochmals mehrere Monate. bis ·'-8m~ebruar·. 1941 der Nationalrat 
das .Zweite Riickstellungsgesetz,bclreffend dic .im Eigentum der Republik befindlichen 
entzogenen Vermogen::. und ctasj_n_deIJ=ol&.~,wichtigste,".uod am heftigsten umstrit­
tene.-,.Dritle Riickstejjungsgesetz;,. betreff.end..Riickstellung ;von in ' privater Hand be~' 

findlichen entzogenen -Vermogen~..-verabschiedete_ Wichtiger. wenn auch nicht unrnit­
tel barer Pate fUr diese und die folgenden Gesetze war "das Ausland", oder, wie das 
fUr die Erfassung entzogener Vermogen geschaffene Bundesministerium fur Vermo­
genssicherung und Wirtschaftsplanung im Vortrag fUr den Ministerrat zum Ersten 
Riickstellungsgesetz begriindete, ~oJlte dieses ..Gesetz~verabschiedet werden, "urn aber ' 
doch .der Welt Zll zeigen,.-daJl ·. seitens"(jer~Republjk~OsteI'reicli ·das. was rrioglich ist: 
getan wird :"l'·· 

3. Das Dritte Riickstellungsgesetz 

Dem Drillen Riickstellungsgesetz waren langwierige Diskussionen mit Vertretern der 
Opfer vorangegangen. 1m Friihjahr 1946 wurde ein von der Rechtsanwaltskammer er­
stellter Entwurf veraffentlicht, der wegen deutlicher Bevorzugung der "Ariseure" und 
Benachteiligung der Verfolgten auf die vehemente Kritik der Israelitischen Kultusge­
meinde und des "Osterreichischen Bundesverbandes ehemals politisch verfolgter Anti­
faschisten" stie3.2.1 De.!' im HerbsLl~dem,MinislerIaL:vorgelegte . Gesetzesentwurf 
fur das--Dritte..Riickstellungsgesetz..~es~gleichfalls~betriichtliche..-Mangel ·auf; indem . 
nach wie vor der -"Ariseur:: (im Gesetz.-...'.-Erwerbe...." enannt):'gEgem1ber-den"Opfem 
(-im ..GeSetz "ge$chadigler Eigemiimer::), besser~estell.t .,war, 1m Ministerrat drangte 
Bundesminister Heinl auf eine baldige Beschlu3fassung: "Wir kannen die Unterstiit­
zung des Auslandes nur tinden, wenn dieses Gesetz in Kraft tritt. "26 Die Israelitische 
Kultusgemeinde und der "Osterreichische Bundesverband ehemals politisch verfolgter 
Antifaschisten" erarbeiteten ausfuhrliche Stellungnahmen zum Entwurr7

, die bcrcits 
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auf Probleme hinwiesen. die spater bei der Handhabung des Gesetzes auftraten. wie 
beispielsweise ~Verpf1ichnmg-des~ Opfers.:.:.demo:.':'Erwerbej'.!'.' den ~Kaufpri:iS wieder 
wrilcIczuzahlen;~ln<derReaJ itilider Jahre '1938/1939 'halle-'hum eih "gescfi:Idlgie~Ei­, g~I!tiimer .·je,den~Kaufpreis latsachlich erhalten.-~eschweig~dcnn odiesen .1uf 'seiner 
E.!!!~~t ~.ftusland,mitnehmen kOnneD. Diese. .Bestimmung ·wurde· in der-endgilliigen 

f ' 	
F.assung woh1.eingeschrankt2~. die grundlegende Bestimmung iiber Gegenleistungen an 
den Erwerber blieb jedoch erhalten.. 

_ ~~~•• ' .: ••• •• A •••• 

Weiters erhoben die Betroffenen Forderungen zur LOsung des drangenden Problems 
der{(~.ntejgneteD Wohnungen. DiesbeziigJich vertrostete der Gesetzestext auf weitere. 
noch zu erlassende Regelungen , 'Einen wichtigen Punkrsahen tlie Opferln der Schaf­
fung-eines_."Wiedergutmachungsfonds~ aus d~m er~!os ge~lieb,~en .vermogen " rund 
,65,000 Juden.aus Osterreich waren dem Holoca~t. zum Opfer.gefallen. Das dann ver­

.-abschiedete··Gesetz stelhe die Errichlung eines,Fonds.auf.der Grundlage einer noch ZU 
,erarbeitenden .gesetzliche.n Bestimmung in Aussichl. Letzte Diskussionen uber den 

Entwurf fanden im Rahmen einer Sachverstandigenenquete am 23. Janner 1947 irn 

Nationalrat statl. 29 


Anlafilich der Beschlufifassung betonte der sozialislische Abgeordnele Dr. Tschadek 

(1949-1952 selbst Justizminister). da/3 Osterreich keinerlei VerpOichtung fUr unterge­

gangenes oder an das Deutsche Reich gefaJlenes Vermogen ubernehmen kOMe. 1m 

ubrigen seien die meisten "Ariseure o ohnehin "reichsdeutsche Geschaftsleute . reichs­

deutsche Kramer" gewesen. die 1938 nach Wien gekommen seien, "urn hier die judi­

schen Geschafte urn einen Pappenstiel zu ubernehmen. ")0 Weiters wiederholte Tscha­

dek nochmals jene Argumente zugunsten der "Erwerber", die bereils im Vortrag an 

den Ministerrat im Oktober 1946)1 vorgebracht worden waren: Viele hallen ja nur auf 

Bitten der Verfolgten deren Eigentum ubernommen. urn ihm den Weg ins rellende 

Ausland zu ermoglichen - eine Argumentation, die in den ab 1948 einsetzenden An­

griffen der "Erwerber" gegen das Dritte RucksteJlungsgesetz in steter Regelmafiigkeit 

vorgebracht wurde. Insgesamt zeigten sich die Belroffenen mit dem Gesetzeslext zu­

frieden 32 , die Legal Division bei den US-Besatzungsbehorden empfahl, dem Geselz 

trolz nach wie vor bestehenden Mangeln nicht die Zustimmung zu verweigern.)) 


Bis 1949 wurden noch vier weitere. in der Offentlichen Diskussion nur wenig beach ­

tete Ruckstellungsgesetze verabschiedet: 

Viertes Riickstellungsgesetz zur Wiederherslellun,g . geJosc1uer~ gd,!!r geanderter Fir­

men)4. 
Fiinftes Riickstellungsgesetz 'zur Riickstellung entzogenen Vermogens juristischer Per" 
sonen (Aktiengesellschaften. Genossenschaften u ." a,)35. 
'Sechstes,Ruckstellungsgesetz zur Rilckstellung von Patenten."Mar ken-und Muslerrech- '" 
·tenJ6 • 

$iebentes.,Riickstellungsgeselz ·zur Geltendmachung"enlzogerrer oder nichr erfiillter An." 
sprii<;he. aus Dienstverhliltnissen 'in' derPriv3lWinschafl)~ 
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4; Das,J)riUe.Riickstell!Ulgsges~.g ~&fx:axis31 

Die Erleichterung der Verfolgtenverbande liber die Verabschiedung des Drillen Rlick­
stellungsgesetzes wich angesichts der Praxis der Rilckslellungskommissionen, denen 
einzelne Bestimmungen betrachllichen Ermessensspielraum einraumten39, bald der 
Enttauschung und Ernlichlerung: "Was wir bisher in legislativer Hinsicht erreicht ha­
ben, ist zweifellos als Erfolg zu buchen. Zu bemangeln ist aber die Art der Handha­
bung der an sich guten Gesetze, wogegen wir dauernd und mit unverminderter Kraf, 
ankampfen. "40 

Es haufte~~~ich Klagen, daJl die, Riickst~l/ungskommissionen im -Zweifel zugunsten des 
Erwerbers, also in vielen Fallen des "Ariseurs·, und damit zu Lasten des Verfo/gten 
enlschieden." Noch vor der Beschluflfassung im Nationa/rat hatten Vertreter des 
World Jewish Congress in einem Bericht an die US-Besalzungsmacht davor gewarnt, 
daB das Gesetz dazu neige, 7to favor the interests of the present possessor over those 
oCt!J~ legal o~ners :, '.:.. . 

Besonde.IS.die.,Praxis.des mit der "Erfassung, Sieherung, Verwaltung und Verwertung 
von ("arisierten", Anrn. d. Verf.) Vermogenschaften und Vermagensrechlen"43 be­
trauten Sundesministeriums fiir VermOgenssiCherulig und Wirtschaftsplanung bot hau~ 
fig AnlaJl.zu Kritik. Es ,mutet wie Zynismus an, daB gerade ,in ,diesem Ministerium 
iiberpro~flionaLviele ehemalige ..Nationaisozialisten· mil -Sondervertragen oder a'is 
Konsulenten eine Anstellung~efundenhatten"c Vielleicht deshalb entschied das Mini­
sterium bei der Bestellung Offent/icher Verwalter fur "arisiertes" Eigentum oftmals 
zugunslen des"Ariseurs", der damit bis zur Entscheidung der Rliekstellungskommissi­
on die Verfugungsgewalt iiber das Eigentum des Verfolgten behiell. '5 

In diesem Zusammenhang ist den Besehwerden liber die unverhallnismaBig lange 
Dauer der Riiekstellungsverfahren'6. die nur zu oft in unnotwendigen Beh6rdenwegen 
und -sehikanen begrundet lagen·7 

, besonderes Gewicht zuzumessen. Die gesehadigten 
Eigen!iimer <?ftmal~ selbst aufg!1J m:(~rfolgung wejtg~C;l}d...m.i!tellos, .rouBten in­
folg~essell~\I~!1laltnismaB~ I~g!! auf die QglichlceiLder.Wiederaufriehtung ihrer 
j;xistenz warten und waren mit dem Risiko d~LVerschleppung odet-Yerschlechterung 
,iJlr";s J:igenlums konfrontiert: 'I, ;Sis EndeOiaober 1954 -w'arerr-'Von 34 :539 bis dahih 
einge/angten, Antragen nach qem,.J iiekstellungsgese~ ,.nacnjVie.,yor ,5.181 anhan­

..'gig. C9 ~--- ._-- . - d ' 

Eines der graBten Probleme ste/lte jedoch eine Beslimmung des Drillen Rliekste/­
lungsgeselzes dar, die vorsah, dan der Verfo/gte "aIs Gegenleistung das ruckzustellen" 
habe, "was er zu seiner freien Verfugung erhalten hat." In jenen Fallen. in denen "bei 
einer Vermagensentziehung im iibrigen die Regeln des redlichen Verkehrs eingeha/­
len" worden waren. konnte "die Rilckslellungskommission nach billigem Ermessen 
1 .. .1 bestimmen. ob und welcher Tei/ des vom Erwerber bezahlten. vom Eigentilmer 
aber nieht zur freien Verfiigung erhaltenen Kaufpreises dem Erwerber vom gesehadig­
len Eigenliimer zu erselzen iSl , "50 iOieSe Bestimmung' bedeul'ete,.in:.rlen meisten Fallen-. 
~,d,er eheinals V.eif6Ig!e -rgesch'ifdigte Eigentilmer~) sein ihm'tustehendes Eigentum 
pe :facIo zuruckkaufen muBte: Aueh die Einsehrankung der "freien Verfugung", im 
Geselz nichl naher definiert, wurde von den RiiekslcIlungskommissionen untersehicd­
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lich ausgelegt. m,EinzelfaJjcm~9.~:..soM!~an~~Ommelkda1l die:vomKaufpreis"er­
.!egte Reichsfluc~~er ,.und Ju.de~.v~rmog~b abe de~ ..y erfo!gten zugule"geko~­

Ruckstellunf 
gannen zu d: 

lDlen.!un4Aaher-.:.~,Aen • rwerbe..12..~kz~e.fu~i.!SJ In den allermeisten Fallen 

war der Kaufpreis auf einem Sperrkonto deponiert worden, von dem der Verfolgte 

monatlich nur einen geringen Betrag hatte beheben kannen. Bei der Ausreise waren 

nur 10 oder 20 Reichsmark als Bargeld mitzunehmen gestattet. Die auf den Konten 

liegenden Betrage fielen spatestens mit der II. Verordnung zum Reichsbiirgergesetz 

aus 1941 an das Deutsche Reich. 52 Def~Osterreichische'Staat, der''jeae"Ve'rantwoinm~ 


fiir.die _Yer echeF. .dc;s NS.-Regillte.i"yo.[I. $lch:yvje,s,,-,-v'-rw~j&.el~eji~Letli£~e Jahre die 

EnlSChidiguqg fuLgje~_e 9iskriminierenden Abgaben. Denehemaligen Verfolgten blieb 

also 'n'0}lten .si,s!:!!LE.igC!~t1:!!ILZUl:ijckerhalten, -,"urder. Weg der .Kreditaufnahme.S3 


Konnte; der .G~s~I!~d!&.te... dc;n ~ufp'~~isnichl aufbringen-,so fordene der "Erwerber" 

denVerkauL<l~,Eigenrums~ _umden Kaufpreis 'zurUckzuerhalten: 1m Wege der Of­

fentlicben.Ver.steigex:!lllg erhiell auf diesem Wegeder ~Ariseur.~. jn vielen Fallen - ent­

gegeI;l del'. :Absicht_de,li. Riickstellungsgesetzes~das "arisierte: Eigen!um wieder zu­


(ri.ick,~ 

Eine weitere wesentliche Problematik ergab sich daraus, dall das 3. Riickstellungsge­
setz den aus dem Bilrgerlichen Gesetzbuch abgeleiteten Begriff des "redlichen Erwer­
bers" einfiihrte, der die aus dem "arisierten" Vermogen erwirtschafteten Gewinne ein­
behalten durfte. Da aber der erste "Erwerber" zumeist wullte, dall er von einem unter 
Zwang handelnden Verfolgten kaufte, definierte das Gesetz den "redlichen" Erwerb 
dahingehend, dall dafiir zumindest die "Regeln des redlichen Verkehrs" eingehalten 
worden waren. Graf meint dazu in seiner juristischen Kritik des Gesetzes, diese Be· 
stimmung habe "ein paradoxes Flair, genauso als ob bei einem BankUberfall dann die 
Regeln des redlichen Verkehrs eingehalten waren, wenn der Bankrauber den Bank· 
kassier nicht mit 'Du', sondem haflich mit 'Sie' anspricht,"ss lin jedem Fall fiihrte_ 
diese Bestimmung dazu, daB haufig der "Erwerber" die Gewinne der letzten Jahre filr' 
,sic:h._beh~o!Ulle -'" 

Eine Reihe von Ungerechtigkeiten bei der Durchfilhrung des Rilckstellungsgesetzes 
waren vermeidbar gewesen, hatte 6sterreich zumindest in jenen Fallen Zahlungen an 
die ehemals Verfolgten geleistet, in denen tatsachlich unschuldige "Erwerber" (bei­
spielsweise bei Weiterverkauf an Dritte oder in den Fallen der filr die Anlage des 
Truppeniibungsplatzes Allentsteig enteigneten Dallersheimer Bauem) vorhanden waren 
oder der Geschadigte aus anderen Grunden keine Riickstellung seines Eigentums er­
langen konnte. Solche Zahlungen lehnte die Republik jedoch entschieden abo 

S. 	Der Widerstand gegen das Dritte Riickstellungsgesetz und 
NoveilicrungsversucheS6 

Seitens der "Erwerber", zumeist also der "Ariseure" selbst, regte sich bereits 1948 
heftiger Widerstand gegen das Gesetz. Sie konstituierten Ende 1948 einen "Verband 
der Riickstellungsbetroffenen", der in einer eigenen Zeitschrift, "Unser Recht", gegen 
die angeblichen Ungerechtigkeiten des Dritten Riickstellungsgesetzes mobilisierte. Aus 
Sicht der "Ariseure" waren sie aile "redliche Erwerber" gewesen. denen das Dritte 
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Riickstellungsgesetz nich den Schutz, der ihnen zukomme, gewiihre. s7 Gleichzeitig be­

gannen zu dieser Zeit bereits die Parlamentsparteien urn die Stimmen der bei der Na­

tionalratswahl 1949 wieder wahlberechtigten Nationalsozialisten zu konkurrieren, so­

daB die "Riickstellungsbetroffenen" auf politische Untersriitzung rechnen durften, die 

sich nach dem iiberraschenden Wahlerfolg des Yerbandes der Unabhiingigen (YdU) 

1949 noch deutlich verstarkte, verstand sich doch der YdU als Yenretung der "Ene­

maligen" im Nationalrat.sl Schiitzenhilfe erhielten "RiickstelJungsbetroffene" und YdU 

seit Ende 1948 seitens der GYP, die sich bekanntlich unmittelbar urn die Stimmen der 

"Ehemaligen" bemiihte, wahrend die SPG die Griindung des YdU als Sammelbecken 

fur dieses Lager praferierte und letztlich auch durchsetzte. 


1m November 1948 berichtete die US-Legal Division von Bemiihungen des Bundes­
ministers fur Yermogenssicherung und Wirtschaftsplanung, Peter Kraulands9 , urn eine 
Novellierung des Dritten Riickstellungsgesetzes, deren Absicht es sei, "to render that 
law largely inoperative and to legalize possession by the aryanizers of the property". 60 

Der Bericht fuhrt zwei wesentliche Punkte der beabsichtigten Anderung an: Der erste 
zielte auf die Moglichkeit einer neuerlichen Yerhandlung bereits erledigter Faile zu­
gunsten der .. Ariseure". Der zweite wollte all jenen, die Gsterreich nach dem "An­
schlul3" verlassen hatten und nicht zuriickgekehrt waren, die Riickstellung ihres Eigen­
turns verweigern. Damit ware die iiberwaltigende Mehrheit aIler Yenriebenen yom 
Dritten Riickstellungsgesetz ausgeschlossen worden. 61 D.i~....!!~T~h.!lng~n_Kraulands.. 
diirften ebenso wie die'im'folgenden genannten Novellierungsversuche am Widerstand 
del' US-Besatzungsmacht und-wohl>3uch.der Briten gescheitert sein:62 

Yor und unmittelbar nach den Nationalratswahlen 1949 brachten Abgeordnete der 
GYP Antrage auf Novellierung des Dritten Riickstellungsgesetzes zugunsten der "Er­
werber" ein63 , deren Inhalt von den "Riickstellungsbetroffenen" enthusiastisch begriil3t 
wurde. 6C US-Hochkommissar Keyes wies in einem Brief an Bundeskanzler Figl im 
Marz 1950 nachdriicklich darauf hin, dafi die beabsichtigte Novellierung gegen den 
Artikel 44 des Entwurfes zum Staatsvertrag - Artikel 26 im Staatsvenrag 1955 - ver­
stol3e. 6S Aul3erdem verweigerte die SPG·Fraktion die Zustimmung zu dieser Novelle 
und schlug stattdessen die Schaffung eines "Harteausgleichs" vor, der der "Bekiimp­
fung und Beseitigung aller Harten, die auf Hitler und die Nazi zuriickzufiihren sind", 
dienen sollte. 66 Noch in der letzten Sitzung des Nationalrates vor der Sommerpause 
brachten Abgeordnete der Regierungsparteien einen Antrag "betreffend ein Bundesge­
setz tiber den Harteausgleich in Riickstellungsfallen und die Errichtung eines Harte­
ausgleichsfonds" einY Dieser Antrag vermischte die Interessen verschiedener Opfer­
gruppen mit jenen der • Ariseure", Wahrend gegeniiber dem Dritten Riickstellungsge­
setz in Teil lund" des Entwurfs deutliche Yerschlechterungen fUr die ehemals Yer­
folgten vorgesehen waren61 , wurde in Teil III ein "Harteausgleich" u,a. fur die 
"Erwerber" vorgesehen. der unter anderem "gespeist werden 5011 aus dem erblosen 
Eigentum. einer Abgabe yom Erlos riickgestellten Eigentums. dessen Yerkauf inner­
halb eines funfjahrigen Zeitraumes nach der Riickstellung erfolgt" ,69 Aus diesem 
Fonds sollten neben Geschadigten. die ihre Anspriiche aufgrund des Dritten und Sie­
benten Rtickstellungsgesetzes nicht geltend machen konnten. auch "bestimmte beson­
ders berucksichtigungswiirdige Gruppen ruckstel1ungspilichtiger redlicher Erwerber" 
entschiidigt werden, Das hiel3 mit anderen Worten. dal3 sogenannte "redliche Erwer­
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ber" "arisierten" Eigenrums aus dem Eigen~m der von den Nationalsozialisten ermor­
deten Juden enlSchadigt hatten werden sollen! Weiters sah der Entwurf die Auszahlung 
von EnlSchadigungen fUr erlittene Haftzeiten vor und steHte darnit die Erfilllung einer 
langjahrigen Forderung der Opferverbande in Aussicht. 70 

Die Israelitische Kulrusgemeinde war nicht bereit, diesen neuerlichen Angriff auf die 
Rechte ihrer geschadigten Mitglieder hinzunehmen und fiihrte im Konzerthaus eine 
Protestversarnmlung durch; US-Hochkommissar Keyes machte Bundeskanzler Figl in 
einem Schreiben vom 1. September 1950 nachdrilclcJich darauf aufmerksam, daB die­
ser Entwurf sowohl der Londoner Delclaration als auch dem Entwurf des Staatsvertra­
ges widersprach.71 Der Ministerrat beschloB am 5. September, den Antrag zuriickzu­
stellen.71 

Doch die Frage einer Novellierung des Drillen RucksteHungsgesetzes blieb we iter auf 
der politischen Tagesordnung. 1952 unternahm die Bundesregierung einen neuerlichen 
Versuch. Am 17. luli dieses lahres beschloB der Nationalrat ein Bundesgesetz Nuber 
den Ausgleich von Harten in Rlickste))ungs!1illen (Wiedererwerbsgesetz)". 7) Der Text 
dieses Gesetzes war nach langwierigen Diskussionen aus dem Gesetzesentwurf 1950 
hervorgegangen und sah unter bestimmten Bedingungen die Moglichkeit des Wie­
dererwerbs bereits rilckgestellten "arisierten" Eigentums durch den "Ariseur" vor. 
Heftige Kritik rief die Bestimmung hervor, wonach bei Oberschuldung des Eigentu­
mers vor dem Marz 1938 keine Riickstellung zu erfolgen gehabt hiitte und der 
"Ariseur" daher bereits rilckgestelltes Eigentum wiedererwerben hatte durfen. 7< Ange­
sichts der katastrophalen wirtschaftlichen Situation Osterreichs im lahr 1938 und der 
infolge der antijudischen MaBnahmen und Pliinderungen noch vor dem Verkauf rui­
nierten Geschiifte stellte diese Bestimmung eine dramatische Verschlechterung der 
Ruckstellungsgesetzgebung dar. 

Das Exekutivkomitee des Alliierten Rates beeinspruchte dieses Gesetz in seiner Sit­
zung am 22. 8. 1952 einstimmig, sodaB es keine Rechtskraft erlangte. 7~ Damit war der 
letzte Versuch, die Bestimmungen des Dritten Ruckstellungsgesetzes zu Lasten der 
ehemals Verfolgten zu unterlaufen, zu Fall gebracht worden. EntschadigungsJos blie­
ben damit aber auch jene Bauern aus Dollersheim, dem heutigen Truppeniibungsplatz 
Allentsleig, die von NS-Behorden enteignet worden waren und die dafUr "arisierten" 
Grundbesitz erhalten hatten. Sie waren riickstellungspflichtig und zahlten damit tat­
sachlich zu Verlierern der Gesetzgebung. Diese Notlage auf Kosten der ehemals Ver­
folgten losen zu wollen, konnte allerdings nicht angehen. Hier ware dem osterreichi­
schen Staat die Verpflichtung zugekommen, aus staatlichen Mitteln solche Harten zu 
beseitigen. 

'e nich!. ~r(olgte·Riickstellung de!..W.oh~ul1gen76,: 

,Nach'dem-!l.Anschlufl." 1938,wurdenalleine in' Wjen' rund 60.000 Mielwohnungen ih­
ren judi~chen "Besitzern entzogen,-1?_l.um reil ohne formale'Kiindigungdes Mietvertra­

,ges. Als nach Kriegsende Verfolgte aus Konzentrationslagem oder dem Ausland zu­
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rUckkehnen, verfiigten sie ilber keinen Rechtsanspruch, ihre Wohnungen wieder zu­

rUckzuerhalten. ~Wse~~..::.WohnJlJ.lg~r~erungsgesetzes1t· in~erbindung,,-mn. 


dem VerbolSgese~ Jconwen-'.wo'lmuo,gen...von NatioDalsozialisten beschlagnahmt ,undo 

.ubeCdas_WohnuDgsamt:,wieder~rgeben WetdM~Angesichts des nahenden Kriegsen­

des waren zahlreiche Nationalsozialisten in den Westen geflilchtet, ihre leerstehenden 

Wohnungen wurden neuerlich vermietet. Doch..diesc.ID dcn.crsten Nachkriegsmonaten 

erfolgten. Einweisungen fuhnen '<:bald..oZU•.KonfliJcten .mir..den-·nationalsozialiSlischeli' 

~otmielem, da diese ·nur;:.wenig..s.pater""mit,.Hilf~.der ..Gerichte;.die dievorliiufigen 

Einwc;isun&...en..ausdemJ ' 9~chLanerkannten,die'-Delogierung des-eingewiese.­

nen .verfolgten .crzielen kowtenwln .anderen-;. Flillen ··wiederum konnte..die .Ehefrau des 

nationalsozialistischen.Mieten ·nachweisen ,.. nie · Mit~lied 'der-NSDA'P -gewesen zu scin 

und auf dies.c Weise .die ·Kiindigung des Opfers·erreichen.?! A'ilfang .1950 sah 5ich Ju­

ltizminister T.schagekjed~nfallH'eranlaBI, die 'Geikhte aufzufordern, die Delogie~ 


&e.!l_":..0JLOpfern nieht Hinger zuzulassS'1O 


Bereits das Dritte Riiekstellungsgesetz hatte eine Regelung rur die Rtiekstellung entzo­
gener Miet- und Bestandsreehte, wov~n neben Wohnungen aueh Geschaftslokale be­
troffen gewesen waren, in Aussieht gestellt. II Ein erster Entwurf kam 1947 tiber Aus­
sehuBberatungen nieht hinaus und wurde angesiehts der nahenden Wahlen 1949 wieder 
fallen gelassen.12 Obsehon Bundeskanzler Figl von US-Hoehkommissar Keyes mehr­
mals aufgefordert wurde, endlieh ein Gesetz zur WohnungsrUekstellung zu verab­
sehiedenl3 , zeigte sieh die Bundesregierung in dieser Frage unnaehgiebig. Bundesmini­
ster Tschadek bezeiehnete 1950 ein solches Gesetz als "eine absolute Gefahr", da da­
dureh "eine unbedingte Beunruhigung unter der Bevolkerung entstehen" wiirde .84 Ein 
trotzdem in diesem Jahr dem Nationalrat zugegangener Entwurf wies zahlreiehe Man­
gel und Einschrankungen auf, die von der Israelitisehen Kulrusgemeinde kritisiert 
wurden. 15 In der folgenden Gesetzgebungsperiode wurde ein neuerlieher, dem vorher­
gehenden ahnlieher und wiederum ungeniigender Entwurf vorgelegtl6 , der abermals 
nicht bis zur Behandlung im Nationalrat gedieh. Aufgrund dieses Zogems der Bundes­
regierung, hier in der unmittelbaren Konkurrenzsituation zwischen Opfem und Tatem 
zugunsten der Opfer zu entseheiden, muBten zahlreiehe mittellose Riiekkehrer, so sie 
nieht anderwarts Wohnraum erhalten konmen, iiber Jahre hinweg in Massenquartieren 
und anderen unzureiehenden Unterkiinften leben, wahrend die "Ariseure" ihre ehema­
ligen Wohnungen naeh wie vor innehatten. <Ein..Mem9gp~ d "Ctainl$ Commibo.. 
leLwies_19l.3 daraulliin• •Q,lltpach·wie-:vor800cMitglieder der Israelitischen"Kulfus' ­
gemeindCLi!! ~un~ag.1ieh!n .Un!eIlJli~t~9d~rJ&..Rii~kke~rerlag~rl!Eg~r sogar)n Ob­
Q.a~h!9senherberge~"J<:ben11J.uBtelli.J7 Oer bereits erwahnte Jurist Dr. Walther Kast­
ner, der naeh eigenen Angaben selbst in einer vormals einem Juden gehorenden Woh­
nung lebteU, stellt als Begriindung fur die Nieht-Verabsehiedung dieses Gesetzes fest: 
"Oiese Regelung halte der Interessenslage tatsaehlieh nieht entsprochen. Es ist zu be­
denken, daB in Wien 1938 fast 200.000 Juden gewohnt hatten, aber gegenwartig nur 
etwa 7.000 Juden wieder in Wien ansassig sind. "89 Wieviele aus Osterreich vertrie­
bene Mensehen nieht zurUekkehrten, weil sie keine Mogliehkeit sahen, hier wieder 
Wohnung und Existenz zu finden, wird sieh wohl nie feststellen lassen. 
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7. Weitere MaRnahmen gekehrte "ge~ 

In der zweiten Halfte der filnfziger und zu Anfang der sechziger Jahre wurde noch ei­

ne Reihe von Gesetzen zur Errullung offener Entschadigungsforderungen vom Natio­

naIrat verabschiedet. AnlaB dazu waren unter anderem die seit 1953 laufenden Ver­

handlungen des "Committee for Jewish Claims on Austria" mit der osterreichischen 

Bundesregierung sowie die Bestimmungen des Artikels 26 des Staatsvertrages, die die 

Republik zur Rilckstellung entzogenen EigenlUms verpflichteten.90 


Das~Kriegs- ,und\,erfolgungssachschadengese~91" 1958 sah teilweisen Ersatz rur Haus­

rat und WohnungseinrichlUqge!1,~or ; die infolge von 'Krieg'seinwirkungen oder politi­

scher Verfolgung verloren gegangen waren~.Entschiidigungwurde aber nur bis zu ei­

ner gewissell Hohc .. und abhangig :-'91]1 )ahreseinkommen,. des .Geschadigten geleistet. 

Auf diese Weise war wiederum - so wie auch in der Opferrursorgegesetzgebung und 

teilweise aufgrund der "Billigkeitserwagungen" im Dritten Riickstellungsgesetz - eine 

Verschrankung von Entschlidigung und sozialer Bediirftigkeit vorgenommen worden. 

Gleichfalls 195&.verabschit;dete dc:r Na~ionrat das Geselz.zur Entschadigung rur vom 

Deutschen Reich eingezogene Lebensversicherungen, des~en Anmeldefrist aber nur 

auf ein Jahr bemessen warVl ; ' sodaB nicht ' in Csterreich lebende Verfolgte oft erst zu 

spat davon erfuhren.91 ,· 


Nachdem seit 1945 auf die Erfassung des erblos gebliebenen jiidischen Eigentums ge­

drangt worden war, die auch das 3. Riickstellungsgesetz bereits in Aussicht gestellt 

hatte, wurde im .~I!(fangorgan!.sationsgesetz94 die .Griindung von· Sammelstellen zut 

Erfassung des. erblosen Vermogens ermordeter Juden und politisch Verfolgter be­

stimmt. 9S, 


Erst am :22. Marz . .l961 verabschiedete der Nationalrat das Gesetz iiber den "Fonds 

rur Abgeltung von Vermogensverlusten politisch Verfolgter-"96; Mit Hilfe dieses Fonds 

soil ten infolge _nationalsozialistischer Verfolgung erlittene Verlusie an Wertpapieren, 

Bankkonti und Bargeld sowie Verluste infolge erzwungener' Entrichtung diskriminie­

render Abga~' und Steuern (Judenvermogensabgabe, . Reichsfluchtsteuer) entschadigt 

werden. K1einere Verluste wurden zu 100 %, grofiere m,it 48,5 %, jedoch mindestens 

mit S 47.250,:: ~ntscha"digt.97. ." 


Zusammenfassung 

Da die Republik bsterreich aus auBenpolitischen 0pP0rlunitiitsJ!rwagungen bis zur 

Regierungserklarung aus dem Juli 199198 jede Veramwortung rur die Verbrechen des 

NS-Regimes dem Deutschen Reich anlastete und rur sich und seine Staatsbiirger leug­

nete, wiesen die verantwortlichen Politiker seit Kriegsende jede Verpflichtung zu Ent­

schiidigungsleistungen und "Wiedergutmachung" strikt von sich. Daher wurde auch 

. die ....Riickstellungsgesetzgebung aufjene .Schaden beschrankt; in denen eine Natural­

I:.st.i~!ion mOglich w.ar.Vor allem im.Drjtte{lRiickstc:llu~gsgese,lz waraber der Riick­

pig des Staate~. a~ ..Q~ Verantworlung in mehrfach~! Hil;l;si,c.h.t"problematisch. Die 

I?elegation an<:lc,!l ullmitlelbaren Konflikt.zwischen de!ll- ·Er~er_ber" und dem ehemals 

'{erfolgten bedingte in vielen Fallen per sebereits, ein Ungleichgewicht: Der zuriick­
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stellung zur'" 
jenes Beziehl 
und langwier: 
erzeugte die ~ 

mehr auffindl 
runfziger Jam 
formien ware 
schiidigungslo 
ten Bauem. 

Erlaulemde 
ROcksleliung! 
Umerrichl, /1.1 

2 	 Zur Disk-ussi. 
kein Thema. i 

3 Siehe dazu ac 
4 Robert Knig~ 

iislerreichisch. 
Main 1988. 

5 	 Die "Nilrnt>e: 
Menschen. di, 
verheiralele P 

6 	 Dr. F. R. Bie: 
NachlaR Albe: 
Jellinek. Die 
Auslria . Essa) 

7 	 Genraud Fuct 
am Inslirul filr 
166. 

8 Zur Geschich: 
Fuchs. a. a. 0 

9 a. a. 0 ., 166. 
10 Siehe dazu ur. 

tislerreichische 
Band 3, 195 f: 
bis zum Ende 
Jiidische Schic 

11 	 Gerhard Bou. 
Amisemilismu, 
der Gemeinde 
Nichtarier·. A 
Jahren 1938/3' 
1992 . 

t2 	 Slenographisd 
Geseugebung~ ·. 

13 	 Knighl. a . a. 0 
14 	 SIGBI. Nr. 10. 
15 	 Siehe beispiels' 

a. 0 .. 83; Dr. 

http:ntscha"digt.97
http:erfuhren.91
http:verpflichteten.90


.;ge~~ ".&.eschaqi,g1 Eigenn1m~A(."ilu·ele~~iu~llC?s J>enotig~ die Ruck­
lell.ung_ in.sf:.~tcnz.. ·~1.ig..nichl fiber
~~,.Wic.qcraufri~ criilgte-:j~c 
i~q J3ez·ehu~.&~ne das . de~ "E!:vcr " , u.fUgung:::stand;.:den ·AnwallSkosten 
4!¥.!.Jang\:yicrigeVexf*cnl~g!=· nichl..im,. scJ~..Ausma.6 beJaslclCn. J)arilberhinaus 
,j:JZCugte qic ·slaaJ.licilc,.Abscnz talSichliche.Ungciechligkeilen -filr oeide 'Scilen. Nicht. 
J!lc!J!_.auffmdbares en~o.&cnes ..Eigenrum.wurde nichl ·crselZl-· · oder erst ·in 'den spAlen 
fiinfzigcr Jahren · KlIufcr. oie.WirkJich niehl fiber die Vorgeschichie ihre; Besilzes in: 
formicn .wilren. !log di~n spiller (11cksteJlcn muBlen; gingcn 'manches Mal daruienl­
~adigungslosaus, wie c~n cinigc der' aus dcm 'Gebiefvon DOllcrshcim abgesicdcl= 
len Baucm. ..,. 

Anmerkungen: 

Erliuternde Bemerlrungen zu dem Geseu Ilber die Nichtigkeit von Vcrmogensenuichung (3. 
Rilckstellungsgeseu). 45. Siuung des Ministemtes . 12. II. 1946. Archiv der Republik. BM tilr 
Unterricht. MinisterralSprOlokolle. Kanon 4. 

2 	 Zur Dislrussion des Begriffes der "Wiederguunachung" siehe: Brigine Bailer. Wiedergutmachung ­
kein Thema. OSlcrreich und die Opfer des Nationalsozialismus. Wien 1993. 12 ff. 


3 Siehe dazu auch die Literarurdislrussion in Bailer. a. a. 0 .. 14 ff. sowie LiteralUrverzeiclmis. 

4 Roben Knight. "Ich bin datilr. die Sache in die Lange zu ziehen". Die Wonprotokolle der 


osterreichischen Bundesregierung von 1945 bis 1952 Ober die EnlSchidigung der Juden. Frankfim am 
Main 1988. 

5 	 Die "Nurnberger Geseue" betrafen neben den Mitgliedern der KullUsgemeinden auch zahlreiche 

Mcnschen. die selbst keine jildische Identirat mehr hanen sowie sogenannte "Mischlinge". mit Juden 

verheiratete Personen usw. 


6 ; pr.. F. R. Bienenfeld. Dr: C. Kapralik. Draft Memorandum on Losses of Austrian lewry. 19. 5. 19~. 

Nachlall Alben Loewy . InstilUt rur Zeitgeschichte der Universiriit Wien. Dieselbe Summe nennt GUSLaV 

Jcllinek. Die Geschichtc der iisterreichischen Wiedergurmachung. in: losef Fraenkel. The Jews of 

Austria . Essays on their Life. History and Destruction. London 1967. 396. 


7 	 'Ocrrraud Fuchs. Die VermOgensverkehrsstelle als ArisierungsbeM(de jlldischer Betriebc. Diplomarbeil 

~_¥tlrut'filr~lrtschiftS- uncI Sozialgeschichte der' ViirtschaftsWii;e~siriit Wie;;. Wien 1989. 18 ff{ 

·. IM. • 


8 	 Zur Geschichle der Vermtigensverkehrsstelle und Durchruhrung der "Arisierungen" siehe Genraud 
Fuchs. a. a. O . 


9 a. a. 0 .. 166. 

10 Siehe dazu Unler anderen: lonny Moser. Die Verfofgung der Juden. in: DolrumenLationsarchiv des 


osterreichischen WidersLandcs (Hrsg .). WidersLand und Verfolgung in Wien 1934-1945. Wien 1975. 
Band 3. 195 ff. ; Elisabeth Klamper. Die Siruation der jOdischen Be\'olkcrung in Wien Yom Ausbruch 
bis zum Ende des Krieges. in: DolrumenLationsarchiv des Osterreichischen WidersLandes (Hsg .). 
lildische Schicksale. Berichte von Verfolgten. Wien 1992. 164 ff. 

II 	 Gcrhard Bou. Wohnungspolilik und ludendcponationen in Wien 1938-1945. Zur Funktion des 

Ant isemitismus afs Ersatz nalionalsozialislischer Sozialpolitik. Wien 1975. bes. 28 .: zur Vorgangsweise 

der Gemeinde Wien: Herben E.enberger. lohann Koss. Brigine Ungar-Klein . "KOndigungsgrund 

NichLarier". Aus- und Umsiedlungen jiidischer Mieter aus Wiener kommunalen Wohnbauten in den 

lahren 1938/39. Projekt P 7835·HiS. Fonds zur Forderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung. Wien 

1992. 


12 	 Slenographisches Protokoll der 14 . Siuung des Nationalralcs der Republik Osterreich. V. 
Geserzgcbungsperiode . 15 . 5. 1946. 


13 Knight. a. a . 0 .. 263. 

14 ScGB!. Nr. 10. 10.5. 1945. 

15 Siehe beispiefsweise Karl Renner in der 5. Kabinellsralssiuung yom 10.5 . 1945. zitien in: Knight. a . 


a . 0 . , 83 ; Dr. Alfred Migsch. Zur Versorgung der Opfer des Naziterrors . Es darf keine personfiche 
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Bereicherung geben! Infonnationsdienst der Sozialistischen Panei Osterreichs. Sondernummer yom 5. 41 Vgl. Dr. R~ 

Juni 1945; Kommunistische Panei OSlerreichs (Hrsg.). ROlhschild greifl nach OSlerreich. o. J•. 

16 Der Abgeordnele Kolb als Berichlersutter zum NichligerklarungsgeSl:tz. Slenographisches PrOlokoll 


der 14. SilZUng des Nationalrates der Republik Osterreich. v . Gesetzgebungsperiode. IS. 5. 1946. 

17 	 Vgl. dazu das Memorandum der SUalSkanzlei. Auswanige Angelegenheilen: "Die aullenpolilische und 


die vOlkerrechtliche Seile der ErsatzanspnJche der jl1dischen Naziopfer". Ibgedruckt in Knight. a. I. 

0 .. insbes. 107. . 


18 	 BGBI. I06/1946. 
19 	 Siehe dazu auch Gottfried Klein. 1938-1968. Drei/lig Jahre: Vennogensentziehung und Riickslellung; 


in : OSlerreichische Juristenzeirung. 24. Jahrgang. I I. Februar 1969. Zur Enrwicklung aus der Sichl der 

Opfer siehe: Akim Lewit. Wiedergulmachung. in: Mahnruf fiir Freiheit und Menschenrechl. Organ des 

osterreichischen Bundesverbandes ehemals polilisch verfolgler Amifaschisten. Nr. I. IS. I I. 1946. 


20 BGBI. 156/1946; siehe zu dieser Enrwicklung auch Ocr Neue Weg. Nr. 41/42. IS . II. 1946. 

21 In DeulSChJand waren sowohl EnlSchadigung als auch Riickslellung - don "Riickerslatrung" - kompakter 


zusammengefallt. 

22 Bundesgesetz I1ber die ROcksteliung entzogener Vermogen. die sich im Eigenrum der Republik 


Osterreich befinden. BGB\. 53/1947 . 

23 Bundesgesetz ilbcr die Nichtigkeit von Vermogensentziehunsen. BGBI. 54/1947. 

24 BM fiir VennOgenssicherung und WinschaflSplanung. Vonrag an den MiniSlerrar iiber die 


Rl1ckstellung entzogener Vermogen. die sich in Verwalrung des Bundes oder eines Bundeslandes 
befinden (I. Rl1ckstellungsgesetz). Zl. 11 .447·1/1946. Vorgelegt bei der 26. Sitzung des Minislerrales 
am 18. 6. 1946. Archiv der Republik. BM filr Umerrichl. MinislerralSprOiokolle. Kanon 3. 

25 	 Der neue Weg. Nr. 13114. 15 . 4. 1946; Berichl des Priisidiums der Israelitischen Kulrusgemeinde Wien 

I1bcr die Tiiligkeit in den Jahren 1945-1948. Wien 1948. 21 f.; Mahnruf fUr Freiheil und 

Menschenrecht. Nr. 2. 31 . I . 1947. Zur Geschichte des darnals iiberpaneilichen Bundesverbandes 

siehe Bailer. a. a. 0 .. 45-52. 


26 Knight. a. a. 0 .. 153. 

27 Vgl. Der neue Weg. Nr. 41/42. IS . II. 1946; Nr. 45/46. 15. 12. 1946. Nr. 2. Anfang Februar 1947: 


Schreiben Minislerialral Dr. Franz Sobek namens der RechlSkommission des Bundesverbandes Yom 5. 

12. 1946. Archiv der SPa. Korrespondenzen des Bundes Sozialislischer Freiheilskampfer und Opfer 
des Faschismus. Mappe I. 

28 Paragraph 6 Abs. I 
29 Bericht des Prlisidiums der Israelilischen Kulrusgemeinde Wien. a. a. 0 .. 22 . 
30 Slenographisches Protokoll der 44 . Sitzung des Nalionalrales der Republik OSlerreich. V. 

Gesetzgebungsperiode . 6. 2. 1947. 
31 	 Vonrag fiir den Ministerrat zu dem Enrwurf eines Bundesgesetzes Ober die Nichligkeit von 

Vermligensentziehungen (Drines Rl1ckslellungsgeselz). vorgelegl bei der 45. Silzung des Minislerrates 
am 12. II. 1946. Archiv der Republik. BM fiir Unlerricht. Minislerralsprotokolle. Kanon 4. 

32 Der neue Weg. Nr. 13. Mille Juli 1948; Bericht des Prasidiums der Israelilischen Kulrusgemeinde 
Wien. a. I . 0 .. 21 f. 

33 Drafl reply 10 Cable Ref. No. 93346. 6 March 1947. Inslirut filr Zeilgeschichle der Universitat Wien. 
NachlaO Alben Loewy. Kanon RilcKslellung 1947. 

34 	 BGBI. 143/1947. 
35 	 BGBI. 164/1949. 
36 	 BGBI. 19911949. 
37 	 BGB\. 20711949. Kurze. · wenn auch mit Riicksicht ~uf die Biographie des Verfassers zu lesende 

Anmerlcungen zu diesen und anduen Gesetzen finden sich in : Walther Kaslner. Emziehung und 

RiicKslellung. in: Nalionalsozialismus und Recht. RechlsselZung und Rechlswissenschafl in OSlerrcich 

unrer der Herrschaft des Nalionalsozialismus. Wien 1990. 191-225. Zur Person Kaslners siehe Fu/lnole 

44. 

38 Eine ausfiihrliche Dolcumcnralion der Problemalik mull eincm grOlleren Forschungsprojekl vorbehalten 
bleiben. 

39 	 Beispielsweise bei der Enlscheidung. welche Enrage aUs dem "arisienen" Eigenrum an die Verfolglen 
zunJcKzuslellen scien und in welchen Fallen der Verfolgle den Kaufpreis an den Erwerber 
zunJckzuzahlen habe. 

40 	 Bericht des Pr~sid iums der Israclilischcn Kulrusgemeinde Wien. a. a. 0 .. 21 . 
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52 Vgl. Fuchs. 
53 Vgl. Die Ge: 
54 Bericht Dr. 
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55 Graf. a. a. C 
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58 Vgl. dazu B, 
59 Ab Sommer 

zierung rund 
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61 a. a. O. 
62 Die Verifizie 
63 Slenographisc 

gebungsperic 
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schaflliche S, 

64 Unser Rechl . 
65 Knighl. a. a. 



41 	 Vgl. Dr. Rudolf Bnun. Die R(lckslellung in Geseczgebung und Pnxis. in: Die Gemeinde. Nr. 2. Man 

IM~ (42 	 Berichl von Abraham S. Hyman an The Commanding Genenl. Uniled Slales Forces. Aumia. vom 4. • 
2. IM7. Inslirul fiir Zeilgeschichle der Universilil Wien. NachlaB Alben LoeWY. Kanon Riickstellung 

IM7. 


43 BundesgeselZ vom I. Februar 1946 I1ber die Errichrung eines Bundesministeriums filr VermOgens­

sicherung und WirtschaflSplanung. BGBI. 5611946. 


44 Slenognphisches Prolokoll der 97. SilZUng des Nalionalntes der Republik 6slerreich. V. Gesetzge­

bungsperiode, 14. 12. IM8. Oer kornmunistische Abgeordnele HOMer fiihne einige markanle Flille . 

namemlich an. Auch Walther Kasmer, als Prokurisl der KOnlIollbank filr die'Arisierung" von GroBbe­

lrieben zuslindig gewesen, war nach dem Krieg als Fachmann fiir Rl1ckslellungen ins Knuland-Mini­

slerium geholt worden. Siehe dazu ausfiihrlicher: Bailer, a. a. 0 .. S. 259. 


45 Vgl. beispielsweise Oer Neue Weg, Nr. 15. Mine Augusl IM7; Nr. 20, November 1947; Nr. 22. An­

fang Dezember I M7: Weltenwende zu Vernunft und Menschlichkeil. Unabhangige demokntische Zeil­

schrifl, Oklober IMS. 


46 	 Vgl. beispielsweise Der Neue Weg, Nr. 23. Mine Dezember 1947; Die Gemeinde, Nr. 2, Man IM8; 

Der sozialislische Kampfer, Nr. 4/6. Juni 1950. 


47 	 Vgl. beispielsweise Slenographisches Prolokoll der 3S. SitzUng des Nalionalrates der Republik OSIer· 

reich. VI. Gesetzgebungsperiode, 8. 12. 1950. Der Abgeordnele Dr. Scheff (6VP) krilisiene die um­

sundlichen Vorbedingungen filr die Erlangung eines Auszuges aus dem Grundbuch. die die Dauer der 

Riickslellungsverfahren UMOlig verllngenen. 


4S 	 Dies komml auch in Inlerviews mil Verfolglen oflmals zum Ausdruck. Vgl. das Interview mil 'Ono 

Vogel" in: Dokumemalionsarchiv des oSlerreichischen Widerslandes (Hsg.). Judische Schicksale. 

Berichle von Verfolglen, 684 f. 


49 	 Stalislik uberden Stand der Riickslellungsverfahren von Ende Oklober 1954. Inslirul fiir Zeilgeschichle 
der UniversitJil Wien. Nach/aB Albert Loewy, Kanon Ruckstellung Stalisliken. 


50 Paragraph 6 Abs. I in Verbindung mil Paragraph 5 Abs. 2 des 3. Riickslellungsgesetzes. 

51 Jurisliseh fundiene Krilik an dieser Praxis siehe: Georg Graf. Arisierung und keine Wiedergul- ~ 


maehung. Krilische Anmerkungen zur jiingeren OSlerreichischen RechlSgeschichle. in: P. Muhr. P . I 
Feyerabend. C . Wegeler (Hsg .). Philosophie·Psychoanalyse·Emigration. Wien 1992. 73 ff. ,­

52 Vgl. Fuchs. a. a. 0 .. 201 ff. 
53 VSI. Die Gemeinde. Nr. 2. Man IMS. 
54 Berichl~ .-:R .. Bimenfeld'!/om .Commiaec-.Jor.;kwish •.CIUms;:Otr-Auwia;·.o,.,tl. (1953). 9. Inslirut 

filr Zeilgeschichle der Universitit Wien. NachlaB Alben Loewy. ungeordneler Besund . 
55 Graf. a. a . 0 .. 72. 
56 Zu dieser Problematik siehe aueh die Arbeit von Roben Knighl. a. a. O . 
57 Vgl. beispielsweise -Wir klagen niehl an. sondern fordern Gerechligkeit-. in: Unser Recht. Organ zur 

Wahrung der Interessen der Rilckstellungs·Belroffenen. Nr. 4. /. Jg .• Dezember 1948. 
58 	 VSI. dazu Bailer. a . a. 0 .. 256 ff. 
59 	 Ab Sommer 1950 verdichtelen sich die Geriichle um MiBbrauch der Amtsgewalt und Paneienfinan· 

zierung rund um Kraulands Tiitigkeit. die zu seiner Verhafrung und mehreren Prozessen filhnen. wobei 
Krau/and seibsl freigesprochen. seine Mitarbeiler jedoch veruneilt wurden. Dokumentalionsarchiv des 
oSlerreichischen Widerstandes. Osterreiehische Gesellschafl filr hislorische Quellenkunde (Hsg .). 
Christlich·stJindisch·auloritir. Mandatare im SLindeslaat 1934-1938. Wien 1991. 133. 

60 	 Vennulicher Berichl der Legal Division. A. Loewy. H. L. Sultan. vom 17. 11. 1945. Instirut filr Zeit· 
geschichte der Universital Wien. NachlaB Alben loeWY. Kanon Riickstellung 1949. 

61 	 a. a . O. 
62 	 Die Veritizierung dieser Vermurung bedingt noeh weilergehende Archivrecherchen. 
63 Slenographisches Protokoll der 114. Sitzung des Nalionalrales der Republik OSlerreich. V. Gesetz­

gebungsperiode. 22. 6. 1949: der 3. SilZUng des Nalionalrales der Republik Osterreich. VI. Gesetz· 
sebungsperiode. 23 . II. 1949. Der Entwurf sah beispielsweise vor. daB es nichl als Vennogensentzie­
hung zu gellen habe. wenn der injiidischem Besitz betindliche Betrieb bereilS vor dem Marz 1938 win· 
schaf11iche Schwieriskei1en gehab1 hane! 

64 Unser Recht. Folge 16. September 1949. 
65 Knighl. a . a. 0., 221 f. 
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66 	 Der sozialistische Kampfer, Nr. 7/8, Juli/Augusl 1950. 
67 	 Slenographisches Prolokoll der 30. Sitzung des Nalionalrates der Republik OSlerreich, VI. 


Geserzgebungsperiode, 14. 7. 1950. Zu den Details der Vorgangsweise siehe Knighl, a. I . 0.,227 f. 

Knight !\eMI irrn1mlich den 13.7. als Einbringungstag. 


68 	 MOglichkeil der Revision bereits erledigter faile, das Vorsehen einer EnteignungsmOglichkeil nach 
erfolgter Rilckslellung u. I . Knighl, I. a. 0.; Der sozialislische Kimpfer, Foige 7/8 Iuli/Augusl 1950. 


69 Der sozialistische Klmpfer, ebda. 

70 Zur AuseinanderselZllng um die HaflenlSChidigung siehe Bailer, a. a. 0., 62-77. 

71 Knight., a. a. 0 . , 229 fr. 

72 Knight, a. a. 0., 232 ff. 

73 Slenographisches Protokoll der 96. Sitzung des Nalionalnlles der Republik OSlerreich, VI. 


GeselZgebungsperiode, 17.7. 1952. 
74 	 Details tinden sich: Slenographisches Prolokoll der 96. Sitzung des Nalionalrales. a . a. 0 . • sowie 


Bericht (vennutlich der Legal Division) iiber RestilUlion Legislalion in Austria, o. D., InsliN! filr 

Zcitgeschichle der UniversitJ:t Wien, NachlaB Alben Loewy, ungeordneler Bcstand. 


75 	 Venraulicher Bericht The Problem of Internal Reslirulion, o . D .• Inslirul filr Zcilgeschichle. a. a . O. 
76 	 Bci dieser Frage muR auch der Wen der Wohnungen mitberilcksichligl werden. den diese nach 


heuligen MaRstaben darslellen, sowie die Koslen, die den Verfolglen durch die neuerliche 

NOIwendigkeit der Wohnraumbeschaffung nach 1945 erwuchsen. 


77 Siehe Fuflnole II. 

78 StGBI. 13811945, yom 22. 8. 1945 . 

79 Siehe dazu unter anderen: Der sozialistische Kampfer, Nr. 7/8, Juli/August 1950. 

80 Neues Osterreich, 19. 1. 1950. 

81 Paragraph 30 des 3. Riickstellungsgescrzes. 

82 Bericht der Legal Division 'Present starus of Restirution Legislation in Austria" Yom 27. 10. 1948. 


InsliN! filr Zeitgeschicht der Universitil Wien, NachlaB Alben Loewy. ungeordneter Besland . 

83 Knight, a. a. 0., 215 ff., 221 f., 236 f. 

84 Knight, a. a. 0., 233: 

85 Dr. Rudolf Braun, Das 8. ROckstellungsgesetz. Bemerlrungen zur Regierungsvorlage. Instirut fUr 


Zeitgeschichte der Universitiit Wien, NachlaR Alben Loewy. ungeordneler Bestand . Das 
Rilckstellungsgeserz filr Miet- und Beslandrechle wurde \,orerst als 5. Riickslellungsgeserz angekiindigt. 
aufgrund des Aufschubs ware es das 8. ROckstellungsgeserz gewesen. 

86 	 Schreiben des Rechtsbiiros der Israelilischen Kulrusgemeinde Wien an das Bundesminislerium fUr 

soziale Verwalrung, 13. 10. 1953. Inslirul filr Zeilgeschichle der Uni\'ersitiit Wien, NachlaR Alhen 

Loewy, ungeordneter Bestand. 


87 	 Vereinigler ExelrutivausschuR filr jiidische Forderungen an Osterreich , Memorandum iiber AnsprOche 

aUs dem Titel enrzogener Wohnungen, I. 7. 1953 . Instirut filr Zeilgeschichte der Universiliit Wien. 

Nachlafl Alben Loewy. 


88 	 Gesprach der Autorin mit Dr. Walther Kasmer, Tonbandprotokoll im Privalbesirz von Dr. Gabriele 
Anderl. 

189 Walther Kasmer, EnlZiehung und Riickslellung, in: U. Davy et al. (Hsg.), Nationalsozialismus und 
If Recht. Rechtsserzung und Rechtswissenschaft in OSlerreich unter der Herrschaft des 

Nalionalsozialismus. Wien 1990. 196. 

90 Siehe daz~ Dietmar Walch, Die jiidischen Bemiihungen um die materielle Wiedergucmachung durch die 


Republik Osterreich. Wien 1971 ; Bailer, a. a. 0 .. 77-93. 

91 BGBI. 127/1958 yom 25.6. 1958. Zur Vorgeschichle sic he Bailer. a. a . 0 .. 83 ff. 

92 ·BGBh<l.3Ot1c9SS:vOTTt'26.''6.; 19S8. Die AnmcldefriSlendm.mil30.<.6.. ··19~9;;·. 


93 NgI: AIbert"Stemfeld, ' Betriff/:· OSlernich . ..von 'Oslernich belroffcu.·Wicn 19.90. 206 ffr 

94 BGBI. Nr. 73/1957 Yom 13. 3. 1957 . 

95 Zur nligkeit der Sammelslellen siehe den Berichl von Dr . Georg Weis. Sammelslelle A, B. 


SchluRberichl (\957-1969) ; Walch. a. a. 0 ., 111 -138. 

96 BGB1;'Nr.:J00I196J-vom2V'3:·i96~ 

97 MJ.Bna~~ .~r; ~epu~li~Osterreich zugunslen' beslimmter politisd!.· religios ilnd abstammungsrnaBigc 


Y!!f0lgICI sci I 94S:-..hsg?:v-, . Bundesp!!~ienst, ·Wien .. 1986· (Osterrcic~'Dolcume'ntationen, 9) . Zur 
Vorgeschichte des Fonds siehe Bailer, a. a. O. Zum Vergleich des Geldwenes: die durchschninliche 
Allerspension cines Angeslellten belrug 1961 S 1.500. 

380 
3282~9 

98 	 Bundeskanz: 
MiIVerantwc 
ilber andere 
9.7. 1991. 



98 	 Bundeskanzler Dr. Vranitzlcy erkHlne vor dem Nationalrat. OSlernich milsse sich ·zur 
MitveranlWonung fiir das Leid. das zwar nichl OSlerreich als Staal. wohl aber BurgeT dieses Landes 
(iber andere Menschen und VOlker gebrachl haben·. bekennen. Zitien nach: Salzburger Nachrichten. 

9. 7. 1991. 

381 3282(-;0 
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HEADQUARTERS 

JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
FRIEDRICHSTRASSE 2t . FltANlFURTlMAIN 

PHONE. FRANKFURT 70U' A. p, O. 7S1 


CABLE. RESTITUTION FRANKFURT U. S. ARMY 


(( 

27 October 1954. 


..'. 
Mrs. Toni Neiger ' 

Ii
I 

,J" AJRSO - New York. .. . (.,t ,f- '. ' ;1 .. 
I ,)

/ 
'.. ' I 

\) 
Dear Toni: 

Attached is a self-explanator,y letter to Sy 'Rubin. 

Please send him a Copy of the list of the )000 names I as well 

as copies of Eric Walburg's letter to me in conneotion with 

the designation of the successor organization under the 

U.S.Heirless Property Bill. 

Cordially yours, 

~_/
SAUL KAGAN -- ­

SK/le 

Encl. 
328261 

• 
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Files relating to PL626 and heirless property in the US 
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• 

950 PL 626 -Amendments July-Se~t. 55 
949 Designation of JRSO under Public Law 626 ­

Memorandum for Executive Committee 
Jan. 17, 1955 

940 German assets in the USA . Feb. - Apr. 1958 
939 Heirless property in the United States A1!g. 54 - Jan. 60 
938 Heirless Property - Miscellaneous March 50-Aug 66 
937 Heirless Property Bill Publicity U.S. Aug 54 - Sept 63 
916 a-f Trading with the Enemy Act (Heirless property 

legislation) 
1946 -1965 

914 Heirless Asset Bill - Memo to Executive Comm. July 31, 1958 
901 Designation of JRSO as Successor Organization under 

PL626 - Memorandum 
Jan. 17, '55 

900 Application of JRSO for designation as above Sept. 30, 1954 
899 JRSO .... Report by Seymor J. Rubin Oct. '55 
'541 Heirless Property Bill - JRSO' alc 1955-1963 
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I'lle l"IU.•_______iX'"IIIl"'>IVIl llV1I1 III~ ~Ullal l-Ut:nlve5 lor lne t1ISlOry Ollnc JeWlSn reople ' . Jcrusalem 

Maroh 6th. ·1950 

lUJHQlWQJJU 

8UBm'r, 	 Sur'n1 ot OAP 'e.U~ Orda... ~ Obtdn JI.twta Df Belr1••• Jevleh 
A0 C!lt)UJlh 

In GOllMcUon vi 'h the pendln& .u.l\dJlen\ w 8eoUI)11 )1 at the h-atU._ ri'h 
....., Ao' d.,le-' to \urD ern.. • 11'1••• 1~v1ah yelt., .OtlO1lllh for ahari\a\l. J'Ilr­
polel, yll1'lou•••tbaa". ban b..n ..4. nca.r41_ \114 to\.1 Tal. of wob hell'l.,. 
aOOOUlltt. Mo., otUn. the nlu hat ' ..n 'IU"", ". "'vel••500,000 a.a4 
$2,000.000. Al\Mqh me ta4Jtual or .'a\ltUea1 ntullet va. aTa11&1al. at .t.be u. 
\Iw latter a,U_'•• we..a ..dot. t, va. ~. uwU optuDa Uw.\ onlT ,u ...u.r ao­
ooWlt, wu1d I"tillda beld... aa4 uclat..,. hMJ'ft.l1t. u4 'M. tact i, lmOn \0 
all ~hv1lh olarU.bl. an4 "~. orpDj...tloal voftl.. t.1l ,be .field, \be veal'ble~ 
a ..a".rt ot \he QeNaJ1 J.Yl~ ...111\7 Receltet til •••pl111 fro. Oel'llllny 1•• tar 
h1p.1' l'a'10 ,ban ~ poore1' atIIlIen. lTen it '114 OWDel' .f 'he .oootult til 'hi••1lftot 

\17 vat not Ida..lt ~\1. \0 ".)lI, OM or .,... 01 the waltbJ t_17 ve .. o ..l,.._iI" 
.", alWl" ule \0 make \bell' Vtq OU'. la \h. ft•• • t u. V_oal _-.11 Inl.11 
,boJlte.per I" "-i'IIIIlV'. MV........ wtG • ., haTe •• , up " _all aoceun' ,. ~_ V.I•• 
"oape "". of"a .., 41fflou.1' aM .xpend,... Vi \11. 'hi "_1\ \ha\ h' all4 hit eu-
U ... tftollU, weft Wipe' n\ III _oh hl«Mr ratio Ulan ___ \be laG" attlllaa' lrollp•• 
:8"'414 011 'hi. hl'\oZ7 ot \he I.with ••rS.e~ in GttI'WUtl'. t, hal be'n ncce,'e' 
tha\ \Mre would not be Mn;y lar. aaoollnh wMch aoa.14 quAii~ a. beb'l.e.. aII4 
M~d_L 	 ! 

In all ettort to obtain. a bad, tor "UM:<1te whloh would be MOre grouM" ill 
Actual ,t"U,tlo81 tao\. l' w_ deoU." ......h1 ...It, aco to haYe a ~~ ot falr11 
noe.. ' hJ'll&a-lev18h ..l,ere. ill Uat, eountl"l nn., tbt to- 14.1&00 y"UDI 0."'1" 
_hiGh M.T8 tim. IIlI' \ ..a it.., b7 the OAP. .".olts..,.U,. Ure lIIIMII'ber. Of .... n .... ....,. '8M we~ lft,\n-ote' to ....1. ,he .... • t ,he loI'M" nne... of all a~ \M . 
yeth4 .oena,. "Uh • ytev to ,1*,_ 0'1.\ \bot. DaM••1all appM"" te ..,. 'evi,h. 
I, calwlatiag 'bt Talue, Dt '~.e "Im.- aoonatt. U .ou14 tbea 'be puelble to 
fora Aft ~.'l~\. 01 \k4 tDtal lewt,h a.~'w. 

\ 

'the lMiTitlu.el ..1I'b,n of \be t'a.n'1I , .... ¥ere ...retu117 .,1eo\ed 08 \h. ) 
l»at1lof 'hell' .oUT1t7 and '.Uls.nt, vUh l'wi,h Ute til pre-war Oermanr. ...... nS 
ocnhl!JI ,he 41ft1~l\l.. ot .....rWllieg Hllp01l.. or alwnl ld.'nt1fic~,s.oa flO. '1 
aloae. it vat talt th.a' llltelll~I1' 'D1"'ClUDidJaC ottorh Oil the 1'&2" .t Inch a \... 
would aeT8rthde.. pr6duee a 110" val_bl, CJ"Ol1D4vork' t61' .,Uaate thaD htA, hi thel'to 
.xl.ted. 

hrr" 1teIUltt 

Ot the total DWI"er ot the 14.lIOO 1'811\111 erd.r, IUn8,e4. " va. foual ,bat 

app1"Gx1~ tely 1.200 Te. UDC 0 r"Ure ap:pe8,red \t) bear ftItoJI" ¥hi ch were al.eal'l¥ .reUb. 

Al thrJu.gh 1., DJiV "e thllt a rev aM•• were 1. ftolud..4 YblOb wre not tn ,.-.ot J,whh. 

there .eema to be enZ7 realnn for a"uJll~ that thit lilt ot 1,200 11 enent1a1ll' 

correct. 


http:thrJu.gh
http:ld.'nt1fic~,s.oa
http:lMiTitlu.el
http:olarU.bl


J 
CC4t 	 u 

a) 	 J..aae' "hi oh VIS" 41,oar4.e4 beoau... th., y. ,Un,: order rn.t.lecl 
the nlltllll \0 bt \1'14' of _ 'ru,•• or ...a' h\her ,han \he 
OltMr. (Where \he UM of 'he ower _p,.aI'94 in 'he lIo. of 
,bit ""Uac ol'dl1'....v oar4 va. ,"pared tG1' t~' uae a.n4 
lnalutll' II. the o~"'lOri•• b.low) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • lSO 

b) 	 '.''''\ ca... -- I'M" ft.... ban alto b••• M. wGar4t' tor \he 
1'e• .,n, (1) ULBt \he OAf ,~rt.aoe With 1*ill.\ aoooanU ,.1)0­
,~l,y. aeoordiJt& to 0\11 lftfonaaUoa. k. tbow \he aaooun" 
\0 ". ot zoelIlU,..17 Uttl• .,alae. _ad (2) \!la' ,be pa'.n"
woul4 la *DT ea••• ha.... b.to.... to veal thllr aroupt ot ,he 
popu.l"Uoa who, tOt \he ....0 .. ,ta~' abet,.e, WUld 'be UkelJ 
~ hay. ol...i ..a. the. alr...". • • • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • l7' 

c) 	 0.... ""ere retura order. lta .... alreA.dt bl. tllue' • • • • • • ,1 

d) 	 Ou•• "bleb 4D .. , fall II. t~ abo.,. oategori.. p4 wh1012 ~17.Z' 
to oontaia ....et. of ftlut. wf.\h 'hi eX04ilp\lol. of tho,. VM" thl 
aO~' 'e par\ ot an e.~\1 • • • • • • • • • • • 1,8f 	 • • • • • 

e) 	 ea... whera ,he ,",UII orar tn4lca\e1 ~t "'- ...count ,. 
pan ot an e. tIlti • It • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • '" • • • "I.1,1)2 

Qpal,U"U.n lJpU=lPy; 9' A"'" 
BalM Oil the "'bo,.,, cat'l!Orb, a). b) ant a) han not ...... dad\ wi \h 

furtmr Md lnlteact .UlnUell hal b•• ooneen' ...'''' oa _MlOrie, t) aM.). 
fo. which a quaU.b.U.... exa1JiaUoa ad break:4oWll hal been...... III tM .... 
of cda~1"I d) 1\ va.. 4hoonred ~, of tohe 198 ,.a.tiD« 01'...... 1) repftHilMt 
caM' in "hiGh Une ala1•• haT. ~'I\ tHeA, 'bu. clrtD,J bad. tor atw.atae 
thA"he owere or their he1k" ate all" and that tbe aeeouta are lOt !:alr ­
1181, Wi ~h ret.l'IllQ& to ,rut l'tMiniag U~t it •• ton4 \btl, \M total 'l'alue 
ceme to • • • • • •. ~ ~ • •• • • .. ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .'3)6.)80., 
la roUftd tlgu.rtl, 'hl. ,bGVt all .,....... Yelu .t .2.'00 tor ••ah ,...Una 
o l'Iler in the oa'ecort. 

'rbe Abon figure ot .))6,380.00 ....., . \. turtMl' tuallt1.e' by tbe 
faot ,bat. all title clai•• baTt not ,., \elan ••a\ tl'O. ,_ Waehl-,oll Dt­
,tiee of the OAP to thi lew lork ,.«low 0"1_ (¥hert \he i ..'aIl' ftn'Il 
vat oondncte4). 81nce Ule lbfol'llatloa tul'l1hhl4 h that awrod._t'l¥ "JIS 
of all old... beY. lI... lea' \0 ,bit lev tarle offioa 1J'OM "aeh1D«~Jl. t t 
hal b••n alfUllea. thAt ,h. abon _"!' ot 13 "pre••ntl oDl7 a )/, tipzoe 
"114 that SO mre Utle ald••• 01' \h. rellalDlft« 2/s' If .., 'beretor, be an­
Uolpate4 a. dettu.oUble fl'Oll the abc,., t~ of 12S .,,,\1nc or4er.. Cal­
eul!\\lng the..., a $2.100 aT8h«1. it t. "'0'''&17 \0 .s.clno~ anot.her 
$13.5.000 frolil 'hi .)36, )80. 'bu. l'ILTlB« • \0\&1. for 'bil ee.\ago17 of •• t201.)80.1 

328264 
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rile I'm.._______
CIIII1::':>'VII llVIII me: \.A:nWdl rucruvcs lor me t11S10ry O[ me Jewtsn l'COple "• Jerusalem 

Deeau•• of the f.owr ottUlIle. and \ecsaulft Df 'hltir lIOn QOilpliea~c1 
ahArl\.ctllr, It Va.l mt pt)1d.ble to Mlte tba ..... qual1t.Un .:ramll1A\1ol1 of 
tbe nriolls a.oommh 1n oateA'Ol'1 (.). tbet- ls. the e."hl. InttelA. & 

lamp1. of 42 e.\~h v8etift& orderi ""...leete4, of "Mch It vere found \0 
oontain Utle el.dml 011 tU.. Of ,1\4 htIIAlla4fl'. ,he ."'race .alu of .... 
..,Un« order va. found to ,. Ilpprodllat.1y '3.000 • 

. It-{:z..
'laldD« the wtal llWII:Ier of"," ",UDe Ordl!'1 tor ..'de.. t, 1. f&1r 

'0 a'tulN tha\ approx1aateq 6af, of ,he oae.' ,,111 haT. ,U11 e1a1... (!he 
~ro.nt~ of .tel wut.r oa\e~rr 4) a}lp,a-lll whioh 'U1e 01.. 1 .. _" fUe4 
val 62l~.) \thea tbe " ....iuD& 14($•••-W- "'Uaa Drill". it a1Ul'lt.4 ~ 't1~dI-tJ-d 
'he .'Y'ft~ Ta1U of ".000, .. \ohl it o)t&1.., 01 •••••••••••••''''~.OOO 

6q'0 J f{c) 
The oo.bll111c1 total .t ,be edeCC'l'le. ct) aD! .) s.. u.. loud \0 \. .,..,.,ae 

Ia "441\5.oa to the abet,.. ro•••• it II _ ••1"", \0 "-cat•• 'ba' 
'-bere JI~ 11. a..... uo\bar 200-)00 ••lt~ble· ...... eoaWllllcl 1a t.be 
,...U~ order' vhloh are 110' V.vt,h tDv.d1... tI 1nl' Yh.loh vauld a"lr\ht­
1.........ntwq \. lou4, ll}'Oli llmt ,UlaU... " 'be btll'l"1 aa4 Iwtala. 
!ak111« 200 al toM t~ tor' t.ht.. JlU'Jl&" u4 IIIl.Upl,lDC .. ' V .Il &nra&e 
Tal.. of $3,000 pt2' aaeed'. IlJl dAlUonel POD.' ot Uoo.OOO II 0\\&1.... 
'\ 11 Hoognl.., tu.,theJ' 'M.\ 'UH ..,. '" eo_ pa'.a' .r4e1"t vblah aft 
fOWld to ~U., &Ild. thd ,he •Itate Tal..., •• ..U.ll~ \84 ....,.., .., 'M 
,a."hA.\ o~Dt•. "dlTI. rol' all of 'hue "a.ou, it it auc..,te' ~hllt the 
ac\u.J. hh.l ttprt IQI1 aPl'l'Oxlbh a Talu.e of $1.500.000. . 

~gU§lq.. 1M ••1uI .t 'hott UCIOuh .'. the bad. of th. OAP 
which vU1 'e loud. ~ be 1.,,1. &Ad heule,•• ..,••,U_te4 to lie ••• '1.500,OOQ.QC 

......-............ 
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Files relating to PL626 and heirless property in the US 


, 

.. 

• 

950 PL 626 -Amendments July-Sept. 55 
949 Designation of JRSO under Public Law 626 ­

Memorandum for Executive Committee 
Jan. 17, 1955 

940 German assets in the USA Feb. - Apr. 1958 
939 Heirless property in the United States Aug. 54 - Jan. 60 
938 Heirless Property - Miscellaneous March 50-Au~66 
937 Heirless Property Bill Publici!Y U.S. Au~ 54 - Se~t 63 

r-916 a-f , Trading with the Enemy Act (Heirless property 
legislation) 

1946 -1965 

914 Heirless Asset Bill- Memo to Executive Comm. July31,1958 
901 Designation of JRSO as Successor Organization under 

PL626 - Memorandum 
Jan. 17, '55 

900 Application of JRSO for designation as above Sept. 30, 1954 
899 JRSO .... Report br Se~or J. Rubin Oct. '55 
'541 Heirless Property Bill - JRSO' alc 1955-1963 
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THE AMERICAN 

386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. C.bl4 AtiJuIJ, "WlSHCOM, NEW YORK" 

JACOB BLAUSTJ!lN. l'WiJ.M JOSEPH M. PJlOSKAUEll, Huo,,.,., P",iJn" HAROLD JJBGELMAN. N_ Yo,i. Y;"·l'wuu,,, 

lllVING M. ENGEL, CII";",, .... Bnctttl,·. Com".;"" HERBERT H. LEHMAN. HlHlor,.,., Y'"·l'miJ",,, RALPH E. SAMUEL. N_ Yo,i. Yi"·l',,,itH,,, 

HERBERT B. EHRMANN. Cb.m-.u... AJ"""''',IIIIQ. Co",,,.i,,.. SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORP. Ho.or,.,., Y',-.l'wlu", OAVID SHER. N"" Yo,i. Ylc-.l'wiJ_ 

GUSTAVE M. BERNE. r"."rr.r ALBERT H. UBBERMAN. Pbil.ul(1hi4. y""p,,,iJnrI JESSE H. STEINHART. S." F,...c;/Co. Ylu·Pw;u", 

MAURICB GLlNl!llT. 14110""" r,_.,,, OtARLI!S W. MORRIS. 1..",,11,,"1•• YI,,·l',uiJ_ ALAN M. STROOCX, N_ Yorio Ylu·l'",iJ.1IJ 

BOWARD A. NOllMAN, S""1M1 NATHAN M. OHllBAOt. N_ Yorio Yi".l',uiJ.fII FRANK L. SU1.ZBI!RGEIl. Cbiu,o. Yi..,PmiJ.1IJ 

JOHN SLAWSON, B>t".,iH Y"'·PwiJ_ 


May 3, 1950 

near Eli: 

I hasten to send over by messenger Dave nlie kman IS 

contribution for your revision. 

Cordially, 

~ 
EUGene Hevesi 

Hr. Eli Hock 

The American Jewish Joint 


Uistributlon Committee 

270 J:'iadison Avenue 

Hew Yox-k 16, N. y. 


EH:ep 
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DEPARTMENT or PORT DEVELOPMENT 
ALGONOUIN l\·IOOO 

1/~11", 9. £;rlrI.e.n 
DIRECTOR 

PLANKINe BUREAU 

,':F""nl.- 'IF .-:jCn"'~'1 Hay 5, 1950 
CHIEF 

Dr. :C;u.!3ene Heve s1 
Ameri can J e\-ash Committee 
3% Fourth Avenue 
Ne\·: York 16, N. Y. 

Uear Eugene: 

Enclosed is a revision of the memo)'anrrum on alien ,Tewish 
propert.:,' held by the Office of Alien Property CllstodiAn. I have 
taken the liberty of revising the original draft rather consifierably 
and hope t,hCl.t the result is SB.tis fa.ctory. 

The st~.tistical revi~ion~,included in the attached, have 
been checked and dOllble-checked. I am frankly at a loss t.o under­
stand hm-l the allt.hors of the original draft completely ignored the 
results of the analysis of the sMlple of the LJ.2 C-'lSe5 coverine 
properties which are pnrts of lr.rger estnt.es. However I be this as 
it, may, the final tabulation comes within the limits YOll indicated 
are desirable. 

Sincerely, 

d·~· 
DLG/es David 1. Gil ckman 
Att.nched 

3282R7 
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Hay I~, 1950 

HENORAN DUN 

Subject: 	Survey of Office of Alien Property Custodian Vestine Orders to 
Obtain Est~tes of Heirless Jewish Account.s. 

Background 

A SubcoJlllidttee of the HOllse Committee on Interstat.e and Foreign 

Commerce 	 has befor~ it a proposed amendment to Section 32 of the Trading 

with the 	.Knemy Act. This ~.n.~ent provides that the ~ heirless 

acco\mt~~cllrrentlY v:'~~~~ ' in~~~p~erty Custodiaf~~t.;J 

~~. , 

for l~lief 8nd rehabilitation of victims of Nazi persecution, and for other 

charitable purposes related thereto. The amendment also provides that successor 

organizations be established to administer the se proceeds. Thi s memorAndum 

presents an analysis and estimate of the Jewish portion of the heirless property 

held by the Office of Alien Property Custodian. 

Several months ago, a group of fairly recent German-Jewish emigres 

wa.S designated to examine 8.pproximately 14,400 vesting orders issued by the 

Office of Alien Property Custodian. The objective of this eXflminat.ion was to 

segregate those vesting orders wtdch, on the basis of the group's familiarity 
~ 

with Jews and Jewish life in pre-war Germany, cover ~i.;L8i" Jewish property. 

The members of the examining group were carefully selected; they represent a 

cross-section of Jewish persons with extensive experience and kno~~edge of 

Jewish affairs in Hitler1s Germany. The l4,1~OO vesting orders examined ''lere 

not a sample; they canprised El.ll of the vesting orders issued by the Office 

of Alien 	Property Custodian. These orders covered Jewish as well as non­
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Je...rish property, and also propert;}r for which individual claims by remaining 

heirs have heen submitted as well as property 2 ~ 
" 

Hesults of Survey 

The examining group indicRted that. approximatoly 1,200 of the 14,400 

vesting orders covered property which, in it s opinion, was clea~ J elfish in 
1 0.0' ­ ,,.00

o~lership. In addition, it believed that an additiona~~Oe ,eo vesting order8 
~ 

prob~bly nlso covered Jewish property but was not specifically being designated 

as such, pending detailed investigation. 

Detailed and critical examination of the 1,200 orders ~1ich were 

clefU'ly Jewish in origin revealed the following: 

(a) 	 97 orders represented cases where orders to return the properties in­
~~k~ 

volved to legitimately established heirs had fIlread,y been issued;
1\ 	 . 

(b) 	 150 orders covered properties listed in the nrunes of trustees and agents 

rather than oriBinal owners or legitimately established heirs(~ AAt 
~ 	 . 

( c) 375 orderscover~Q QLft?Jft8 to patent riGhts and royalties; ~~ 
~ I 

412 	orders covered properties \·Jhich are ~QttULliy parts of lo.llgm."' ~~ 

estates, ~.~,. 
(~ers~d cases which do not rall into any of the abo:, -~ 

1n..:~ 

categories l;M; which contaln assets of value") ~~ 
r-_~" 1itin-u. ~~~~~. 1 ~ ;
'"£I~" ;.l'l'he vesting orders falling within category (8) do not comprise 

~n'opert~' which is heirless; they were, therefore, automatically excluded 

1 
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en '~fetller the"CbNmg If C!!J6iibe A1fCftrustees w~a:Ildat.ed"1trt~ROPed.. 

The 375 category (c) orders, (patent cases) require further stud~').b.e~orr_ A.. .. " 

~ ~~-"\J ~~ 
.' their vAlue Cllrl be determined. No re~ then: poterl£lClI v~~~-
• Ali ~.{ ~A'~ A:~ ~~J-4J-v.~. ~ 
_f.od, i Relucted iII this midlJ'~ d"' • 

/:rnn.i.2";;at~IY (d) order. (ports I~' case.) comrl.f~~\ 

J 

/'" 


, 


czse/which are extrem 

ca. in oetflil 1-/ould 

t erefore, to arrive 

ample, 42 cases, 

t.hat 12 of the 42 ca.ses, 

>.Y remnining heirs have b 
~1Vo~. ,AtA,u# ­

dlan, The reffiC\inin~ 30 

"::-n averflge value of 

of all of the 412 

sist of heirless prop 

alue of the heirless 

y complicated iIT ch ..acter. Td-\laVe exami ed each , 

required far mol' time than was availab .e. In or r, 

reasonable A.ppr xl""t.ion of th-}r valu , a 10 perc nt 

ected to intens ve analysis. this an .ysis reveal cl 

e.6 percent, olved propert"es for ~ich claims 

en submitted t, o I\lien Prdrert." Cust . 
-U.A ~1,'" b4.· · ~~1~~ . ~ 
ses, 11.4 perc Iple, were Hound to ha. e 

All of t.he vestina orders in category ~, the non-clRssified group, 

Nere examined in detail. It was found that 73 involved properties for whi ch 

individual title claims by heirs have been filed. It is assumed here t}~t all 

of these individual claims will prove to be valid and thnt. the propert.ies in­

volved Ilre not, therefore, heirles~. The remaining 125 orders were found to 

have a. total value of :~336,3AO, an l'verage of R.pprorlmatel;)' $2,700 for each 

order. Hmlever, the Office of Alien Property Custodian ha.~ indicat.ed that 

~ome additionAl individual claims for properties in this category of orders 
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must be taken into acconnt in any tabulatiQn of values. It has suhnitted 
.~ 

infonnation to the effect that the 73 indi,,;iQ1l?,l claims alreac\y examined 

actually represent only about 60 percent of the total volume of ~uch claims. 

Accordincly, it is a~5\.uned that an additional 50 i~ claims' will be 
-1 

found to be valid, and that their value should be deducted from the $336,.380 

tot.al. At M averaee of $2,700 per order, the total value of t.his deductible 

portion is t~135,OOO, leaving a net value of category ~ orders of $~1,300. 
,~~--

Sununary 

1. The data presented above indicates that it is reasonable to ElRsume that. 
. . q 

the value of specifically identifiable~eirless Jewish property is ~j"al:ooa.

4 consist.ing of the following: t!S!~o~~~:r~Ocoverl.ng properties which 

~. are parts of ~r estates, and ~201,OOO for orders covering properties which 

are not readily classifiable as to type of assets. 

1,000 ",:WD' 
2. It is believed that a substantial portion of the A"g 3@@ orders whi.ch 

were not specifically identified as Je\v.ish in origin by the examining group 

fact, prove to be Jewish. 

The :;1.2,700 Rverage value, it 

found in detailed examination of the estate and non- lassified groups. 

C'~~ 3. Although the 375 patent case orders were not 

./~;,xU-- basis of past experience it is ·believed to be en+,ir ly reasonnble that they. 
,A)A ~?D e I oeD • . J J. _ . _ ()

1J will be foun~:G minimum val~ of.' , ..11}.1.s would ~~ 
-rr::-.r...--~ ~. · -- ~ ~ 'to "0"'1\,:\''5"0 ~~ O.A-.J( ~ 
~~j be equivalent to an average value of •
§.. ~~() : _ 11.. Ao ~ •• ' .J..
• _ 

- ~::......_~ \)))3. ~t~ 

--- ---- ~·.;..·7-'
' :"""'--:-'-~-:---'te---?'tA..~-
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A.bly belO\" the averages of $3,000 for orders covering propertie s whi ch are 

parts of estates, and $2,700 for orders covering properties which are non­

classj ficl.ble as to assets. 

4. On this basis, the total value of heirless JeNish property held under 

vesting orders of the Office of Alien Property Custodian is $l,92i,GOO to 

J2,02l:,ees, as feJ:l.Qws: ~'E:;;"'..e---_- ~ 

Value of Heirless Jewish Property Held Under Vesting 
Orders of Office of Alien Property Custodian 

Orders covering properties for which individual 
claims have been submitted. 

Orders covering properties listed in names of 
agents and trustees 

2(}C fJ r!O­

Orders covering patent ri@1ts and royalties $300;OCXJ-400 ,060­

Orders covering properties which are parts of yq IJ tJ-1H" 
larger estates. ~~ 

Orders covering properties not immediately 
elassifiable as to type of assets. 201,~J 

Orders covering properties not immediately :... )' .<'-J...fj­
classifiable as of Jewish origin. -~540JOOO-

$1,921,000-2,021,000 
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JRSO-NY 

Files relating to PL626 and heirless property in the US 


\ 
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• 

950 PL 626 -Amendments July-Sept. 55 
949 Designation of JRSO under Public Law 626 ­

Memorandum for Executive Committee 
Jan. 17, 1955 

940 German assets in the USA Feb. - Apr. 1958 
939 Heirless property in the United States Aug. 54 - Jan. 60 
938 Heirless Property - Miscellaneous March 50-Aug 66 

937 Heirless Property Bill Publicity U.S. Aug 54 - Sept 63 
916 a-f 

r-
I Trading with the Enemy Act (Heirless property 

legislation) 
1946 -1965 

914 Heirless Asset Bill - Memo to Executive Comm. July 31, 1958 
901 Designation of JRSO as Successor Organization under 

PL626 - Memorandum 
Jan. 17, '55 

900 Application of JRSO for designation as above Sept. 30, 1954 
899 JRSO .... Report by Seymor J. Rubin Oct. '55 
341 Heirless Property_ Bill- JRSO' ale 1955-1963 
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REPR60UCED AT THE NATf()~ :. 'L A:--."r\IVf. ~·. · 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee: 

I am Bruno A. Ristau, Director of the Office of Foreign 

Litigation in the Civil Division of the Department of Justice . 

As 
.... 

part of my duties, I have attended for the past two years 
\ 

to the remaining litigation and claims involving the World 

War II vested property program, and I have overseen. and 

directed the administrative functions of the Office of Alien 

Property ("O.A.P.") 

I appear today pursuant to the invitation extended by 

the Chairman to submit the views of the Department on H.R. 

7729. The principal feature of the bill is to complete the 

administration of enemy property vested during World War II 

and to terminate the O.A.P. by September 30, 1980. 

The O.A.P. is responsib~e for administering, liquidating, 

and disposing of the interests in property of the United 

States which was vested under the Trading with the Enemy Act 

in World War II. Assets administered and disposed of by the 

Office have included business concerns, real estate, personal 

property, mortgages, estates, trusts, patents, copyrights, 

trademarks, stocks, bonds, and Objects of art. 

To the extent possible, vested property was reduced to 

cash by sale or liquidation. Beginning in 1946, through 

various amendments to the Trading with the Enemy Act, the 

Congress directed the disposition of the proceeds from the 

sale of vested property. Thus, Section 32 permitted the 

return to certain non-hostile persons; Section 34 provided 

- 1 ­
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Box L___--­

for the payment of debt claims to American creditors of 

enemy nationals; Sections 40 through 42 directed the divest­

iture of future interests in certain types of property; and 

Section 43 provided for the transfer of motion picture 

prints to the Library of Congress. Section 39 directed the 

transfer of the net proceeds of vested property to the War 

Claims Fund, established in the Treasury; in turn, that Fund 

was used to satisfy awards made under the War Claims Act of 

1948, as amended. 

As of September 30, 1979, the O.A.P. vested and disposed 

of approximately $900-mil. worth of enemy property. In 

excess of $495-mil. of that amount was covered into the War 

Claims Fund; the balance was either returned to non-hostile 

persons or used to pay judgments, debt claims, administrative 

expenses, and to make other payments as authorized or directed 

by Congress from time to time. 

Appendix "A" to this statement sets forth the cash 

receipts and disbursements of the Office of Alien Property 

as of September 30, 1979. 

Appendix liB" sets forth a summary of the claims programs 

administered by the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission and 

its predecessor, the War Claims Commission, under the War 

Claims Act of 1948, as amended; as noted, these claims were 

paid with moneys covered into the War Claims Fund. 

Appendix "C" sets forth the status of the War Claims 

Fund in the Treasury as of July 30, 1980. 
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Box I ------­

The Department of Justice made a concentrated effort 

for the past two years to liquidate all remaining vested 

properties; to cover into the War Claims Fund all unobli­

gated balances; and to retire all non-essential records and 

files of the Office. As a result of these efforts, $9.3­

mil. was paid into the War Claims Fund last year, leaving a 

balance of $312,000 in the Alien Property Fund as of October 

1, 1979. 

We have now completed the liquidation of all but one of 

the vested business enterprises in which the O.A.P. had an 

interest.~/ We have also liquidated all remaining vested 

assets. As a result, we have collected in the current 

fiscal year an additional amount of approximately $100,000. 

There are no further assets left for sale or liquidation. 

All litigation and claims adjudication arising out of 

the administration of the Trading with the Enemy Act has now 

been completed. Past experience, however, teaches that 

there will be some minimal cpllection of further sums in 

future years (e.g., assets that were written off as worthless 

may again become marketable) . 

~/ One account carried on the books of the O.A.P. remains 
open: it involves the payment of an annuity to the widow of 
an employee of a German pharmaceutical company whose American 
subsidiary was vested during World War II. The employee was 
granted a survivorship annuity by the office of Alien Property 
out of the vested assets of the American subsidiary. The 
annuity is paid by means of interest earned on u.s. Treasury 
bonds owned by the vested subsidiary. Once the obligation to 
pay the annuity to the surviving widow is terminated, the 
company will be liquidated. 

- 3 ­
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Box t .... 

By statutory directive, the books of the O.A.P. must be 

audited annually by outside auditors. The maintenance and 

audit of the books results in an administrative burden and 

expense wholly disproportionate to the results achieved. I 

submit that the books of the O.A.P. should now be closed. 

Absent express Congressional authorization, the Department 

of Justice will continue to keep the O.A.P. books open and 

continue to transfer the future de minimis collections 

piecemeal into the War Claims Fund. In turn, the Treasury 

will continue to make disbursements on a pro rata basis to 

those award holders whose awards have not been satisfied in 

full. The administrative expenses incurred by the Department 

of Justice in maintaining the requisite records and in 

transferring and distributing potential future collections 

from vested property are likely to equal the amounts col­

lected and distributed. In consequence, the stage has now 

been reached where the World War II alien property program 

should be terminated with final effect. -- H.R. 7729 is 

designed to accomplish that result. 

Turning to the bill, new Sec. 39A(1) and (2) would 

direct that no further transfers be made to the War Claims 

Fund after the effective date of the law. The remaining 

balance in the Office of Alien Property Account and any 

328277 
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Box I .. 

future collections would be covered into the general receipts 

account of the Treasury, less any amount that Congress may 

authorize from time to time to cover the administrative 

expenses of handling of alien property matters - rent, 

correspondence, Congressional inquiries, and records adminis­

tration) .~/ 

Internally, the administration of the remaining open 

account and any future collections would be transferred to 

the Office of the Controller, Justice Management Division. 

That office would keep the records of future collections and 

would cause them to be covered into the Treasury. It is, I 

submit, wasteful to keep the Office of Alien Property alive 

for the sole purpose of making, and accounting for, these 

minimal collections. The Civil Division of the Department 

would continue to be responsible for inquiries and corres­

pondence involving the World War II vested property program. 

(We still get occasional inq~iries about the World War I 

program, and we can anticipate correspondence on the WWII 

program for many years to come.) 

This then would complete the administration of the 

World War II vested property program. 

New Sec. 39A(2) (B) of the bill would authorize the 

payment of $20,000 to Switzerland. That provision has been 

inserted in the bill at the behest of the State Department. 

*/ For fiscal year 1980, Congress authorized $105,000 for 
the gener~l administration expenses of alien property activities, 
including rent of office space. Pub. L. 96-98, Sep. 24, 1979, 
93 Stat. 416, 419. 
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The representative from the Department of State will address 

that aspect of the bill. 
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OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 


STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 1979 


CASH RECEIPTS 

Cash receipts from vested property: 

principal 
Income 

$782,203,587.80 
82,470,234.62 

Cash receipts from non-vested property 
Expenses recovered from Satellite 

Assets Fund 
Transfer from Safekeeping Funds 

Total Receipts 

CASH 	 DISBURSEMENTS 

Transfer to the War Claims Commission (and its 
successor, the Foreign Claims Settlement Com­
mission) 

Payment of title and debt claims, Sec. 
9(a) suits and compromise settlements 

Administrative expenses 
Direct expenses, taxes, repairs, inter­

custodial payments, war production 
royalties, etc. 

Cash transferred to U.S. Treasury under 
Sec. 202(b) of International Claims 
Settlement Act 

Total Disbursements 

Balance September 30, 1979 

$864,673,822.42 
2,168,197.77 

397,348.72 
48,313.94 

$867,287,682.85 

$495,550,000.00 

228,665,351.66 
62,931,927.67 

78,192,030.44 

1,636,369.34 
$866,975,679.11 


$ 312,003.74 


~ 	 Source: Annual Report of the Office of Alien Property for 
the Fiscal Year ended September 30, 1979 (not yet submitted 
to Congress) 
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1. War Claims Act of 1948 

Authority 

Title I 

Type 01 Claim fllln, Period 
No . at 
Claims 

No. 01 
Denials 

No. 01 
Awards 

Amcunt 01 
AWirds 

Proglilm 
Completed 

S(b) Members 01 U.S. Armed forces held as prisoners 
of war d~rlne World War 11-$1 per d~y lor 
Indaquu. load rallons. 

1/l0/50 -3/31 /52 286,315 '106,590 179,725 $ 49,835,899 3/31/55 

5(1) U.S. civilians Interned by Japanese or In hldine 
In U.S. lerrltories and posseulons durin, 
World War 11-$60 per month . 

do 23,000 1l,740 8,260 1l,61g,329 do 

7(.) U.S. affiliated rell~lous organllations and per . 
sonntl for relm .rsemtnl for aid furnl;hed 

do 10,194 10,159 35 2,858,560 do 
10 U.S. 'Armed force s and clvlllan~ d~rlne 
World Wilr II In PIllllpplnes . 

6(d) Members 01 U.S. Armed forces held as prlsonefs 
01 wu durine World War 11-$1.50 per day 
lor b. , ed labor and Inhumane trealment. 

4/9/52-4/1/54 254,228 75,328 178.900 73.492,926 do 

7(b-c) U.S. al1ll1ated felleious organlulions for dam· 
a&o or loss 01 educalional and other non. 

do 89 41 48 17,238,591 do 
rell~lous lacllitles 
War d Wu II. 

In Philippines d~ring 

5(f) U.S. civilian emr,IOyees ot contractors Inlerned 8/31/54· 8/31/55 2.968 746 2,22~ 4,082,086 8/31/56 
br, Japanese n U.S. leHltorles and posses· 
sons durlne World War 11-$60 per monitl.. 

15 U.S. cltllens serving In Armed forces a. U.S. do' 266 59 206 335,836 do 
Allies held IS prisoners 01 war d~rlng World 
Wilr 1I - $2.SO per day. 

16 U.S. marchlnl ..Imla Inlarned durlne World do 385 214 111 333,5Q4 dQ
War II (IIOt cOVlred knd.r Sec. 5(a)H60 per
lIIonUl. 

17 S,quutlltloa o' Nnk atcoullts 01 U.S. clvilianl, 
m.mb,n 01 U.S . Arm.d fOfCOS, U.S. bu~l· 
n..s firIDI. IIId bankln, Institutions In PIlllip· 
plRu durin, World War II. 

do 3,626 459 3,167 10,570,817 do 

7(hl Hon·U.S. ,Hililltd IIII,loUI ore.nlutions In 
PhllljJ~lnli 01 urn. denomlnallon of rell,lous 
orcan 1I110nl functionlnK In U.S . for relm· 
burs.m.nl lor ,Id and dim.,u IS cover.d 
undor SIC. 7(1';). 

8/6/56-2/&/51 109 '7 42 8,711,482 2/6/~ 

5(h) Delenllon benofi!1 to GUlmanl,"s cwtured by
hpaneu on Wake Island dutln, arid W~r 
11-$60 per month. 

8/31/62-2/21/63 35 0 35 81,782 12/31/63 

11110 II 

202 War damil". or 10H to property In certain 
[asllrn European countrles and hrrltorles 
occu~ed or alllcked by Japanese lorcds dUf' 
.Ine arid War It dam.1e to ~hlps, losses 
10 Insurers, puseneers on ships . 

7/15/63-1/15/65 

1(11/8/76-2/7/71) 

22,605 

1(4) 

15,566 

1(1) 

7,039 

1(3) 

334,783,630 

1(1,026,548) 

5/17/67 

1(3/4/77) 

Totals, AU Proerams 60':} ,S.19 1RO.R5() $ 517 , ] 41 , hB-6 
I Many thousands 01 claims lor prisoner 01 waf benefils were from residents In U.S. possessions and lerrllorles occupied by enemy lorces durin, World War II who filed 

claims lor these benelilS b~1 were nol offiCially listed as members o. duly reco/inl l ed units 01 tile Armed forces of Ihe U.S. during World War II. Accordlnaly, luch residents 
,",ue .nlUtble to fec~l.e prisoners o. war benelits, thus Ihe hl~h number o. isallowances . 

"These alos , numbors, lind amount represent prott~ls ilnd add tiona I .wilds Kranted pursuant to Section 615 01 PubliC law 9-4·542, approved (j(lober 18, 1916. 
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APPENDIX "C" ~/ 

STATUS OF WAR CLAIMS FUND, JULY 30, 1980 

Deposits: 

Funds received in Treasury for 

administration by Bur~au of 

Government Financial Operations ..... $252,985,000.00 


Funds received in Treasury for 

administration by War Claims 

Commission and Foreign Claims 

Settlement Commission .............. 242,565,000.00 


Total Deposits ................ ... $495,550,000.00 


Payments by Bureau of Government 
Financial Operations: 

Amount available for payment of 
claims ............................. $252,985,000.00 

Payments made to claimants- ........... 252,3 49,049.04 1/ 

Unpaid to claimants .............. $ 635,950.96 
====~========== 

1/ This amount includes an overpayment of $421,085.75. 

The claimants who received the overpayment are being 

requested to refund the overpayment to the Treasury. 

The amount received will be paid to the claimant 

who was not included in the final distribution. 

~/ Source: Information provided by the Bureau of Gov­

ernment Financial Operations, Dept. of the Treasury. 

DOJ- 1980'07 
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ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN R-176 
Supp.WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM TO: Lloyd Shaulis, 
Secretary of the Executive Committee 

FROM: A. Matt. Werner, General Counsel 

SUBJECT: Notice of acceptance by the Custodian of 
offer to purchase property 

DATE: November 23, 1943 

There is transmitted to you herewith a copy of 

a memorandum dated November 6, 1943, from J. Howard Haley, Chief, 

Real Estate Section, Division of Business Operations, dealing with 

notices of acceptance by the Alien Property Custodian of offers to 

purchase real property, together with a copy of my letter of reply 

to Mr. Haley of today's date. _ 

You will not e that Mr. Haley inquires whether he 

should continue to send notices of acceptance from the Chicago of­

fice or whether the notices should be mailed directly to the pur­

chas er from the Washington office. You will recall that Mr. S. J. 

Crowley, Chief, Division of Business Operations, has suggested the 

adoption of a form of Award and Notification which will permit execution 

in Chicago by Mr. S. J. Crowley as agent and attorney in fact for the 

Custodian. Since the choice between these suggestions is a question of 

administration, I am bringing this matter to your ttention for appro­

~;!~~ 
priate aetion. /., ?;,/;t#.'//~ 

, 
A. Matt. Werner 
General Counsel 

..32.8_283. __ 
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W'fMOiW1DQ TOI 	 »r. 4.. *\.1;. nUlUtI' 
a..a.l 60aael 

111-. D. A. J"'. 10f' Ir. J. uo.aN ialeT. ch:l.e.t 
Real Bat,at. SMt.1oJa 


JtI' • .-eu 

REa Batat••r Aqut 1r1eDke.......ed 


Y!!M!I 9rner lU!'. as ,,!eMf 
;:ie 8H herec:t,h enoloa1ng a dlIpl10ate oz1.d.naJ. of 10m APC-4' e;ucuted 
b1' 1Ir. flo.. Pelka, Il'D 12. Pcu, D Uncr1a, Dd." date of September 25. 
1943. rOll w.Ul not.. that the CUGtodiaA .. to have had ~ <lap hom 
the da.t. of t.b1e ott..-wJ.t.h1n 1Il'J.ich to a.co.,t. 1I&Ich ofter or eamut 
manq depaeit, 1n tM UlOWit of J2230.00 would.. b. ret.lU"ned tCiJ the o-Lferor 
upon written Mqu.-t... To date • . ". haft nce1Ted DO writ.t.tU'l requ.at. but 
.. have hy .. telAphone '·oonTeraation ·with on. stej)hen FaJ.et.t1. realt.or 
who ftpNa"..... pelka. 

The telepboDe CJOIl'I'cnat.1an rwolnd &1"OWl11 the fact t.bn beC.&lI88 Mr. 
Pelka wu not ~ at the acoeptaaoa ~ b1. b1&h bid within t.he :. ­
da,y pvi.oci ~edt he, and 1I',r. f&l.ett,1. hi••,eDt. 1••1' that tber 
are now ill ' a poa1t1on to dUlaad ~tker of \he tol.l.otdnll 

. a. R.tvri of \he earn.. d.,.a1t IIOI1q. OJ' 

b. 	 In U. of N\ua of ..... Qpoa1t ~. ' 
to ~~ tb 1 ...... NlSuUon1n 
\-he , pVCb:aH prioe of tbe taa. 

that is to 8.,.. thq aN ~ a pod.\lOD to 'barCida and. thOl"eby 'Pay 
conaidwablT lea. tor the pl"Opmy .than thm aoe.ed. bid pr1.ae. In 
this oormeoUon, it, .-hould be noted tut tb... .ia a variance of appraxim.ately 
$6,000 w.w.. Kr. pe1Jcat. bid mdt-he nat hich..t b1d.. We do not. feel 
that t.he c.utod.1.aD aboul.4 acoept, 1•• than ,26.72' to%' tlt1a pro~'y, 
as ,. know that 111". ud ..... Pelka .... Yf/I:1' ~ of acqu1r1ng the 
tva. 

As you ..,. eb'1eecl b7.... Cooci., by telephone to4q. OlD' ql1817, ie. which 
t. 'the .a8OUve 4q b1nd1ng ttpoa the ottuor. the dqthe cuat.od1an . 
• tgnecl tU --.:rd, or the dq oil wb1ch we ...uocl our tora 01 notie. or 
aoceptuoe \G the b1&h and au.eaeutu1 bidder, lIr. Pelka. 
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........ 6.1943 

oJe ahoulA. alM l1b to !&aft' dGel'II1A.s .. \ha ~ett.lee~h.e:' 
.. sb&ll ~ to aai4 ,,"*10. of _M,pt... \. tile ......tul b1c1dar 
!:rom t .h1a ot.r1n or __Mr, 1IpoD .illa." It.r tJ&e ~, ttle awaft 
will be ..,1_ 4t.Na\l.T t.o ·ttl. pU1"Obaur ·beIa .~. Pl... bear 
in lI1JId f,h&\ .-..1 Up eJAp.. ~ _ ,.e1.,. \be ..cut. 'U&'I'd 
hom W..bi..... &Ad theretoN OlD" MU.oe ia d4i1qM • cona1darablA 
l.erJPh ., u.. 
',v. ahoWA ll1ce t.o naeat t.hU aou14eNUeft b. Ii" to the M11iq 
ot t.h. __utN ~ of aale to ta ~ l>ich1.- tI'OIl the 
Vlubingt,oa ott1Qe to ~t.••\tQA ~'t1o.1_. ucl t.bat we tHI in-
1'cmit.Ml thanot. ~ .Um;hat1q dUpU.oat1.. of .'cfl.t.J! ~. 

MaiY we plM8..... TOur cQlUMDt. on t.h. abov. 8.DdtOl"~. 

- ' 
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D'iTERIH PROGRESS REPORT 

OF THE 

DffiECTOR GENERAL 01." 'l'HE llijTEIilill'l'iOl\T.AL REFUGEE ORG.ANISATION 

ON THE PROGRAU OF 

~ATrON OI<' A REPARATION SHARE TO NON-HEPATRI.r~LE VICTlllS OF GERMAN ACTION 

UNDER 


~TICLE 8 01" PART I OF THE FINJ.L ACT OF THE P.ARIS CONFERENCE ON REPARATION · 


AND 


THE FIVE P(Jii'ER AGREEliENT OF 14 JUNE 1946 

JULy I, 1947 SEPrEMBER 30,1948 

_., 
> 

iYrn/74.2/48 
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months negotiated vd.·~h the Swedish Govornrnent for the payment of the 

50,000,000 kronor vlhich had been appropriatod by the SYfOdish Parlio.m0nt ~ 

On July 1, 1947 when the repaxation functions we::e transferred, the 

50,000,000 SYiedish kronor had not yet been made available to IGCR. Tho 

delay was occasioned by the position which the Governmont of Sweden had 

taken, that upon making the payment it would relieve itself of all further 

financial responsibility to IGCR, of whioh it was a member; a.nd to IRO if 

it o~bsequently decided to join. In view ofehe clec.r instruotions of tho 

Five Powers that the 50,000,000 Swedish kronor were to be devoted by the 

Director of lGCR or the head of tho appropriate successor organisation, 

to the program for allocation of a reparation share to non-repatriable 

viotims of German aotion, the Director of IGCR could not accept the S~edish 

offer of payment on the terms statedG He therefore referred the question 

to the Government of Franoe" as representative of the Five Powers, as 

raising an issue on which a ruling by the FivEl Powers Vias roquired. On 

April 12, 1947 Sir Herbert was advised by the Government of France that the 

il.llied Govornments Viera taking approp:ciate ac-don to obtain the 50,000,000 

kronor for D.ssistance of non-repatriaole victims of German. action, and not 

as a oontribution by the Swedish Government. The matter was still pending 

on July 1 when FemO took over•. 

The balance of' tho fund, \lhich it was understood would be forth­

omning from the Gove~nent of Switzerland in the form of 50,000,000 Swiss 

franos,. was similarl;y not available on July 1, 1947. 

( 2) Non-Monetary Gold .• 

Tho reparation aBreemcnts oalled upon the signatory Gov~rrunents 

to make available, as a second souroe of funds under the reparations progrwu, 

the non-monetary gold found by tho Allied ilrmies in Germany. 

The Government of the United States acted promptly to inlplement 

this provision, and in November 1947 issued a Joint Chief of Staff Directive 

(APPENDIX I, Page 10), regarding transfer of non-li10nebry gold by the 



J 

Page 4. 

U. S. Occupation J:.uthorities. The Directive was fraillod in very libGrCl.l 

terms and covered not only the U.S. Zone of Occupation in Gorr,uny, but also 

in ,i.ustria. 

Upon receipt of' tho Directive, IGCR represllntativcs conferred with 

the U.S. Militury .A.uthoritios 'both in Germany and. .Austria, surveyed the 

problems involved in the trnnsfer of'non-moncto.ry gold and plannod the take­

over of whatever would be forthcor.ri.ng under the Directive. 1. prel:L!unary 

study revealed thllt the procedure of tr'ansfer of l1.0n-monetllry gold would be 

a lene'.::hy one, and would require technical and other assistanco" At that 

date, the property which the U.S. Authorities'hlld available for transfer ll1 

Germany was stored in the vaults of the Foroign Exchange Dcposi(;oi'Y iii 

Frankfurt. 

For about a yuarprior to the issuance of the Joint Chief of 

Staff Directive, tl1C U.S. i1.uthoritics hacl been sortinG o.nd invontol-:ying tho 

property which was sto:cccl in the li'oreign Exc:longe Doposito:.."Y in the orieinal 

containors in 'iihich it hlld been uncoverecl by the U.S. Army in concentration 

crunps, tho 1Ierlces salt mines, and othor placesa 

The non-monotary gold in the Foroign Exchange Dupository consisted 

of a. Gruat assortment of thousands of articles of je.lClry of 0.11 types and 

qua.lity, thousands of carats of diarr.onds and other precious and sC;',li-preciouc 

stonos; tons of silver to.l~J,ov;:>re, w::t-Gches o.nc". a.larm clocks; c..nd bCLg::; of 

gold teetb which had been (;x~ractcd by the Na.zis from the go.S-char.loer victim~) 

In ,Austria, the property am:'.ila.blc for tronsfor in the U.3. Zone 

of Occupation Vias stored in a large warehouse in Sa.lzburg, CIl'.d siill:Llr:rly 

consist.ecl of a great 2.ssortrnt;;nt of valuable porsono.l propertyo It <lifferod 

from t'hc non-lilonete.ry ~old in Frru1kfurt in tho.t it also incluclud thousands 

of ru.gs ~nd an even grc2.tor quru1tity 

assortment and inventory had been made by 

1­

of silverwo.re; and no prclii'.uJ:1.2..l."Y 

th0 Milito.X"J il.uthoritieso 
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Box I 
The joint inventory by U.S. l1.nny and :rccR personnel began m 

May 1947 both at the Foreign Exohango Depository in Frankfurt and at the 

U,S. warehouse in Salzburg. The opGration in Frankfurt Vias completed in 

Deoember 1947, and in Austria in ]'ebruary 1948. 

The joint inventory and transfer had been in opera.tion in the U.S. 

Zones of Gormany and J~ustria about six Vioeks, whon IUIRO assumed the 

functions on July 1, 1947. 

As of July 1, neither the GovernmGnts of France nqr tho United 

Kingdom hild indicatod thut thoro ViilS any non-monetary gold in their Zonos 

of Occupation available for transfer, so that when PeIRO took over the 

non-monetary gold transfer Vias in progress only in the U.S. Zones of 

GGrma.ny and Austria. 

(3) Heirloss Assets 

Article 8 and the Five Power l.greement made provision for a 

request to be made to neutral oountries to make available for the rehabil­

itation and resettlement of non-repatriable victims, assets in such 

oountries of victiras of Nazi action Vlho died and loft no heirs. The Five 

POViar il.greement {para.E) stipulated that the FivG Powers would request 

the neutral Governments to r.:ake these assets available. 

It was understood that tho Allied Goverrunents, upon oonclusion 

of the Five Power Agroement, brought this prOvision to the attention of 

tho neutral cOLU1triesj and that while expres::;ing their sympathy with 

tho desirability of m£Lkine; such property available: to the surviving 

victU,IS, the neutrals indicated tho legal, awninistrativG and tochnical 

difficulties which had to be overCOniG before thoy could make such 

property available. 

As of July 1, no aotion appeared to have been tQk6n by the 

noutrals to make availa.ble heirless assets for the purposes dosignated 

in Article 8 and tho Five Power Agreomont. 
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Box I 
Executive Secretary despatched an urgent appeal on June 21,1948 to 

the Governf.16nt of Switzerland requesting the pa;yuent. 

the 20,000,000 Svliss francs vrere received on 27, July, 1948. 

Receipt of the francs brought to a total of $17,500,000 

in dollm' equivalents, the funds 'lio be applied toward the $25,000,000, 

leaving a balance of $7,500,000 still to be made available by the 

A1lied governr:.ent s. 

Appendix IV, Table 7, sets forth pnymel1ts totalling 

18,222,430.65 S ....'iiss francs I.lade to voluntary agencies as of Sep'Gej'aber 

30, 1948, from 'i;11e twenty million francs, for application to approved 

projects. 

Appendix IV, Table 8, sets forth distribution to be made 

of the balance on hand under the 90/10 percentage division. 

3. Non~Monetary Gold 
U.S. Zones 

The smooth transfer of the nOn-I110netary gold operation 

in the US Zones of' Gerrikmy and Austria was assured on July 1, 1947, 

by the prior agreement of the Executive Secretary to take over 

the Reparations field personnel, and by the Executive Secretary's 

notification to the appropriate US Mi.litary A.uthorities that the 

:2 existing personnel would continue the joint inventory, on behalf 
J: 

of FeIRO, ....lith the U.S. Authorities. 

FRANKFURT 

Havin.s; worked in the Foreign Exchange Depository \''iith the 

U.S. Arr.W Officials on the joint inventory, listing and appraising of 

the non-l:J.onetary gold for about six weeks prior to roIRO's take-over, 

the field personnel were aware of the types of property being received 

and the intricate and technical problems which Ylould arise in connection 

•••••• /with 
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with its disposal. It had. becw.e evident that a great portion of 

the property consisted of itC).lS of rndal value only and could be 

sold most advantageous~ as refined gold and silver bullion. This 

applied particularly to the thousands of gold vredding rings, assorted 

silver tableware, .gold and silver plate jcYrelry and bags of gold teeth. 

Upon the advice of experts it ",ms detennined to avoid transportation, 

insur~~ce costs, etc. involved in shi~aent abroad of the scrap metal 

iter,ls from Frankfurt and Salzburg, (see beloYI IISalzburg ll 
), by arranging 

for the smelting of the gold and silver scrap in a Frankfurt refinery 

under the supervision and direction of the U.S. ~tilitary Authorities. 

The gold and silver bullion '/hich resulted from the 

saelting of scrap r.1etol artim'les WM disposed of through Sar,lUel Montagu 

& Co., London, and the Meteaux Precieux Co. Switzerland. The sale of 

gold bullion to lilontagu &- Co., netted $884,914 and the sale of' silver 

£41,888. 

Disposal of the bclance of the property, the miscellanous 

assortI,1ent of semi and precious geLls, jel7elry, silver>/E'.re, stnmps, coins 

etc. presented a more difficult probler,l. (see belm. IIIRQ Merchandising 

Comr.uttee". ) 

MLZBURG 

.As the truceover of the non-monetary gold in Salzb urg 
~ 

, ( 

progressed, it becarae clear that a portion of the property, like that 

in Frankfurt, could be disposed of by smelting, refining and sale as 

bullion. The scrap r.letal items were included in the property smelted 

in the Frankfurt refinery and 'were disposed of as bullion. Disposc.l of 

the thousands of carpets, and great assortr,lent of china, silverv;are, 

stru.aps etc. presented probler!1s as in the case of the rer.1D.ini'l1g items in 

Frankfurt. 
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IRO MERCHANDIZllfG ADJITSORY COMMITTEE 

The Executive Secretary directed prel:L.linary surveys to 

be made with technical assistance to deteri.:ine the [.lost advantageous 

means and narkets for disposal of the ger;,s, china, silverware, carpets 

etc. Both European and Ar.,ericar. experts advised t~1at the only narket for 

disposal of the property was in the United States, tcldng into account 

the necessity of receivin6 hard currency. 

Having been advised that the United States was the best 

available Illarket, the Executive Secretary considered the proble)'l of 

the Il1eans of disposal at the 10Ylest possible cost in order to ensure 

that the hiGhest possible proceeds would be received frO);l the liquidation. 

To r:unlliize costs of liquic1a'~ion the Executive Secretary decided to 

seek the assistance of proLlinent business );leil in the United States who 

would be ydlling to lend their advice and services at no cost to the 

program. 'fhe Executive Secretary approached Colenel Ray C. Krar.1er, 

who had evidenced interest in the reparations prograD. Colonel KraJ.lcr 

agreed to act as Chainlan of an Advisory COii.1LUttcc vrhich '{Quld super­

vise and arrange for disposal of the property in the US yfith the 

assistance of IRO personnel. The agreeIJent of Colonel Krauer to serve 

as Chairr:lan of an Advisory Cor.1..ittee and to arrant;e "nth others to 

serve with hin, solved the lldajor probler,l of disposal. 

Appendix V, Pa.;\::; 1 lists the neubers, all of whor.1 serve in 

a voluntary capacity, of the mo Merchandising Car.1i.:ittee. 

Af'~er a preliLunary survey and study of t~1e types of property 

',:.:hich would be available, Colonel :':raraer fOIned his COI:U:Uttee and planned 

for liquidation in advance of thE; arrival of the property in the 

United States. 
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In order to reduce the expenses involved in liquidating the 

property, the non-monetary gold Has transported to the United states at 

no shipping charge, aboard IRO vessels, ,vith the clearance and perr.1ission 

of t he US lu1.rw. 

The principle method of disposal which the advisory cor.mttee 

decided ~ould net the highest possible prooeeds was by public auction 

sales at galleries in NeY! York City for those portions of property 

suitable for disposal by this method. 

A copy of one of the Parke Bernet catalogues of a reoent 

sale is attached as Appendix V, Docw~ent 2. 

A catalogue of the sales of staups is included in Appendix 

V, DooUMent 3, and Appendix V Document 4, includes a copy of catalogue 

of another public auction sale. 

Appendix V, Dooument 5, pages 1,2,3 and 4, set forth the 

financial reports of the Merchandising Advisory COLmittee froll 1~ to 

September 3rd 1948, and a sru~ple copy of the Lunutes of a meeting of 

the Merchandising Advisory CQI;1l;Uttee is set forth in pages~' 6,7 and 8 

of Appendix V. 

The Merchandizing Mvisory Cor.rottee is continuing Vlork on 

disposal of the rerwdning pro~erty. There is estimated ~2,000,000 

~1Orth of non-rnonetary gold still to be liquidated. This consists largely 

of about 100,000 w"atches and nany tons of silven!are, Y{hich were not 

suitable for public auction, and which the COI':1l":littee are seeking to 

liquidate in other ways. 

It is estir.1ated that it will take froo three to six add.:Hion­

al months to dispose of the balance of the property. 
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Box 

Todate %'300,000 has been received frol.l the Advisory 


Cor.1Lu.ttee froB sales of prope~("cy uncler its auspices. Additional 


funds yull be forthconing in the near future upon conclusion of 


other auction sales in Nev" YOl'k and Philad6.phia, and sales of the 


,,'re.tches and s:~lverwarco 

All phases of the non-r.lOnetary gold ol)eration are beine 

audited by the firu of ?cic(;: i ,aterhouse & Co. The audit covers 

acquisition of the Hens in Frrullcfurt and Salzburg, their disposition, 

the expenses involved in dispo~ition, and the net proceeds. The 

audited stateaents of P-J..~ice 1iiD:i:;erhouse & Co. will be distributed 

as a supplenent to this Report, upon conclusion of the liquidation 

.operation in New York. 
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1. you will make available on demand to duly accredited representatives 
of IGOR all valuable personal property which represents loot seized or 
obtained ~~der duress from political, racial or religious victims of Nazi 
Govt or its satellite Govts, or nationals thereof whioh was or may here­
after be found, seized or confiscated by USFET or by local authorities 
acting under direotion or control of US Foroes, subject to following 
oonditions : 

A. That property cannot be restituted to Govt pursuant to WARX 
85965 November 1945 (SWNCC20lt/2) and W.ARX. 99226 Maroh 1946 (SWNCC204lS) I 
as amended and modified by Control Counoil action, because determdnation 
of individual ovmership is impraotical. ' 

B. That property oannot be restituted to lawful owners under laws 
in force in plaoe where presently found either beoause lawful owner has 
died or oeased to exist without legal successor or because determination 
of individual ownership is impractioal. 

C. That ownership interests in real property located in Germany and 
German ourrency or instruments of exohange payable in German currency 
will be exoepted. 

D. That Jewish books, m9.nuscripts and literature of oultural or 
religious importance vdll be excepted and disposed of pursuant to 
separate directive. 

E. That detailed inventory and tentative agreed valuation will be 
nude of property subjeot to transfer to IGOR hereunder, and transfer 
will be made upon signing of joint inventory whioh shall be. made part 
of reooipt. . 

2. You will permit property transferred hereunder to be removed from 
Ge~~ and Austria or to be sold therein if payment oan be made outside 
Garmany or Austria in acoeptable foreign currency, notwithstanding rulY laws 
for control of foreign exohange, to end that maximum value be obtained 
therefrom by IGOR. . 

3. You will seek to obtain Control Oouncil Agreement to disposition 
pursuant to terms of this directive of any p:!:'operty disposition of whioh i8 
re8e~ved to Control Council. Even prior to suoh agreement you will never­
theless execute directive and you may advise other representativGs of 
Control -that you are doing so pursuant to obligation asswned by your 
Govt in subscribing to Paris Agreement on reparations. 

4. F.A-pression "Valuable personal property" as used in para 1 of this 
direct:'.v0 shall be ~.nterpreted to exclude ord~cnary items of furniture, 
clothing and other personal prope:.~ty of small int:..~insic value and to 
i:lcJ.ude arw suoh items of uncommon wlue. In determination of impractio­
ability of identifioation pUl'suant to para 1 subpara A and B of this 
directiv(}, regard shall be had to extent of oommingling with other 
p~operty and difficulty and oxpenso of deter~unation of ownership in 
coopar:'son with value of property. All property, as defined herein, will 
be cO::J.sidered as falling wi th.i.n the direotive and will be made available 
to IGOR tLl'l.less available evidence c:! early is to contrary. You will 
ostablish suoh adm r.la.chinery as may be neoessary to execut ,. "lihis directive 
promptly and effeotively. 

(Received in IGCR Washington office 20 Novomber 194-6 
From J .H.Hilldring, Assistant Sem.'.Jtary of State.) 
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THE NATiONAl. ARCHIVES 

PROCEEDS OF LIQUID..TION OF NON-MOl'l"ET"..RY C-OLD 

US £ Swiss Belgian 
Dollars Sterling Francs FrC'J1cs 

884,914 

RECEIVED FROI!l: 

Samuel iv;ont2.gu & Co. 
Sc..le: of [~old bullion 

) MetD~ Precieux Co. 
Sale of s ilver bullion 

Looted U.S. Dollars 
by U.S. Treasury 

(4) Proceeds liquidation of 
looted currencies 

(5) Recoiots from IRO Mercom 
(Sales) 

LESS Expense Disbursements 
and Resorve on hand 

41,888 

validated 
96,715.50. 

13,156.70 

300,000. 

1,281,629.50 41,888 13,156.70 

318,535.50 

..:.Vi,IL@LE FOR nISTRIBUT ION: 41,888 13,156,70 

LESS Payments to Voluntary 
Lgencios 786,680.21 37,800 

BJ,L-..NCE ON HiJm September 
15th, 1948 £4,088 13,156.70 

http:13,156.70
http:318,535.50
http:13,156.70
http:1,281,629.50
http:13,156.70
http:96,715.50
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'REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES : 

APPENDIX IV. TJJ3LE 4? 


u.s. £ Swiss Belgian 
Pi... ID TO: Dollars Sterling Fro.ncs FrDJ.l.Cs 

L) 	 Jewish l.goncy 
for palestine 434,902 22,680 

:) ;,morican <Toint 
Distribution 3L~9, 268 15,120 

CO;',lmi t tee 

;) 	 World Council 
of Churches 2,510.21 

786,680.21 37,800 
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APPENDIX V. DOCUMENT 5. Pae;e 1. 

CASH RECEIVED 

Working Ftmds from rCIRO $ 10,000.00 

pa,........cial Payr.lOnt s from Irvington 
Refine!"j on r;letal s sme1ted 1,.5 }000.00 

Proceeus frOlil 115 oz.plo.tinum 
sold through Bache & Co. 
$ 92/0zo 10,636.30 

F'rooeeds from U. S. T:ceasury for 
gold sold 26,586.20 

TOTAL CASH REJEIVED TO 5/26/48 t 92,222.50 
t 

OASH DISm,rRSED 

Expense 200 .. 00 

O.ASH B1UJ~IIJCE 5/26/48 $ 92,022.50 
BEl 

+ + .,. + 


Acoounrs RECEIVABLE 


From Ho.rmer & Co. approx.. 't 14,000.00 


From Irvington Refinery Undet erramod 


.ACOOUl'll'S PAYiiBLE 


Accrued expense ap~roxw 250.00 

MR/740/48 
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II 

IlPPENDIX v. DOOUMENT 50 Page 2. 

FINl..NCEL REPORr 

~~S 1,T JUNE 30 ~ 194-8. 

lllUJ.NCE reportod previously (5/26/48) 

Irvington Refinery - salo of metals 
Ii 

Goldsmith Bros •Smelting - sale of metals 

Balcer & Co. - sale of platinwn 

Harmer & 00. - prooeods from stamp sale 

Har£y G6 Friedman - sale of silver 

Willoughbys - oamera salo 

Loeb Rhoades & Co. - s~curities sold 

CASH 	 DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries 
Office 8J..'Penses 

BAL.i;.NOE before remission 

REMISSION TO PeIRO 

15,183000 
7J 336055 

475030 

}1-~863 .06 
5~676 .. 72 

508 0 80 

1,970 0 67 

1)600.82 

143,826.26 

_---:6.2.3.... 0;!._ 

143~193025 

100,009002 

43 ,193 ~25 

IT 5.F 


icly I 

expen: 

;3 sal(; 

, that 

t 
problE 

itton 

~he st, 

ne of' i 

}ommitt 

.ttee 

nd in 

id tho.' 

y to ar 

dis­

of'ficil 

h ho 

I r:dise. 

Jns or 

;8 that 

ate 

328299 


http:143,826.26
http:1)600.82


Kt:~K'UUV... t;U AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES : 

1vIEl-;CI-L~NDISING .ADVISOHY COMMITTEE TO THE 

PREPARATORY COMMISSION 

INTEP.Ni.TIONl.L REFUGEE ORGi\NIZl.TION 

TO THe COMMITTEE, 

Submitted herewith is n. financial report of the Corrunittee aE; 

at July 31, 1948 : 

C~~SH BJ.Li'.NCE (6-30-48) 

CASH RECEIVED 

Parke-Bornot Sales-Net prooeeds 

Sale Gold Leaf 

Deposit on Bulk Silver Salo 

Partial Payment Sofia Salo 

Sale of Hings (Unsold at Sofia Sale) 

TOTAL C1~SH 

CASH DISBURSED 

Salaries 
Office Expanse 

U5.94 
202.t) 

-
~ 43,19.3.25 

158,433.17 

130.00 

25,000.00 

27,500.00 

1,455.00 

255,711.42 

618.57 

255,092.85 

Remission to PeIRO 200,000000 

CASH B..:.Lill'iJE 7-31-48 % 55,092 0 85 

CW~lUlative RCr.1issions - FeIRO to 
7-31-48 ~ .300,000000 

There have been no unusual developments since ~ last lottero 

R.C. KRAMER 
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MERCHANDISING ~'illVISORY COlvIUiITTEE TO THE 

PlillP.ARATORY COMMISSION 

INTERN.i~TION:.L REFUGEE ORGJJUZATION 

September 3, 1948 

!Q.. THE COMMITTEE: 

Su.bmitted herewith is a financial report of tho Committeo as at 
August 31, 1948 s ~ 

CASH B~iLANCE (7-31-48) 55,092085 

CASH RECEIVED 

Balanoe received on Sofia Sale 3,484.07 

Doposit on a/c Sale of Watches 25,000.00 

Sale of Ghetto Coins 100.00 

Sale of part of used Furs 2,000000 

Sale of Securities 907040 

TOTi1L CASH 86,584.32 

CASH DISBURSED 

Salaries 

Offices Expense 

Diamond l..uotion 


Expense: 

Supplies 180.16 

Safe Depo­
sit Box 29.93 210.09 

Expense of cleaning 
rugs prior to sale 800.00 1,406.21 

C.ASH BJlLUKJE (8-31-48) 

There have beon no unusual developments since my last lettcro 

R.C. KRAMER. 
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APPENDIX V. DOOUMEN.L' !i" Page 5. 

MINtrl'ES OF lVlEErING OF 

:mIRO - 1VIEROH.ti.NDISING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

May 27, 1948 3.00 P.M. 
119 west 40th Stroot, N.Y. 

Minutes of the moeting of the Morohandising hdvisory Corl1mittee 

hold on Thursday 1 llbrch 4th were approved as mailed. 

Minutes of the Executive Committee moeting held Monday J May 3rd, 

were ap~)roved as f,1ailed. 

The Chair'J'l1[\.n roported that the following sales had been made 

to date : 

(a) 	Stamp auotion held by Ii.R. Hanner Inc. which yielded a gross 

return of approxiil1ately ~ 17,500. and a net return (after 

oonunissions) of approximately ~ 14,000. 

(b) 	Gold in the possession of the Committee has been sold to the 

United States Treasury amounting to %26,586.20. 

(0) 	Platinum in the hands of the Committee ho.s boon sold in the 

runount of ~ 10,636.300 

(d) 	%45,000 has beon roceived on account of mixed lots of gold, 

palladium, platinum and silver whioh are in prooess of being 

refined ruLd scp~~ated at Irvington Smelting and Refining Works o 

i~ financial report ViaS rendered (oopy of which is attached.) 

The indeterminate amount of the i.ocounts Receivable from IrvingJ,;on arises 

from the faot that settlement cannot be oompleted until the assay is 

finished. il.uotion terms usuall;)' 00.11 for settlement thirty days after 

the auotion, henoe the Harmer iwcount Receivable. 

The Chairrnan reportod on the details of two contracts entered 

into with Parke-Bernet, one for the sale of diamonds and diamond jewelry 

and ono for the sale of silver, ceramics and gold jewolry• The sales 

••••••/oovered 

32830-4 

http:26,586.20


covered by these contracts will be held beginning June 21 and ending June 25. 

Diamonds and diamond jey:elry will be sold on the 21st and 22nd, and tho 

balance of the week will be devoted to the ruril8.inder of the merchandise" 

All sales will be at 2:00 o'clock in tho aftel~oon with the exception of 

Thursday ~ when a mornir16 sale will be held as well as an afternoon sale o 

The Ohain1L1.ll reported that he planned to enter into a contract 

with ~Ienry Grunthal for an auction of coins in i.he possession of tho 

oonnnittee , in Ootober. 

The report on the saleability of the silver mD.,de by Parke-

Bar-Dot is completely at variance with trade experts who had previously 

vieVied the silver.. Parke-Bernet's inspection to date indicates that 

p;rhaps 90% of the In.rge silver items l such as plates, plaGters, candle­

sticks etc. can be profitably sold after ,payment of dutieso Their report 

on the ceramics on the other hand vias disappointing. Whereas pX'ev:'~ously, 

trade experts thought it Was our best catecolJ', Parke-Berne'G er.:timates 

that only about half of it will bo suitable for sale at auction in theil~ 

auction l 'uoms. 

In the expectation that the forthcoming auctions will be 

successful, arrangemonts are being made for Parke-Bernet to process 

additiol1D.l lots of silver and ceramics beyond those to be sold at that 

auction" It YiaS reported that in tho event ·~he forthcoming auction j.s 

Sllcn(;7s8ful plans will be made not only for additionD.1 auctions in lJeYi York 

but for auctions in other cities. 

Tho Ohairn1DJ1 reported tho.t Parke-Bernet bad agreed to graeJ.o, 

measure and appraise the rug stock in the hands of the Oommittee without 

cho.rgeo 

The Ohairman roported on discussion that ho had had with 

Willoughby's in New York pertaining to the sale of cameras, lenses ana 

allied articles o 

••••• o/He stated 
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He Btn.tod toot Willoughby's had offered to dispose of them publicly on 

n. non-profit bn.sis with merely reimbursement for out-of-pooket expenses 

which yjere estimated n.t not more thDll 10)& of the prooeeds of the sale. 

The Chn.irman was authorized to oonolude an agreement with Willoughbyls 

along the line outlinedo 

No action has as yet been taken on the disposal of the 

seourities in the po~session of the conmdttee. It was reported that 

Loeb Rhoades & 00. and Kuhn Loeb & Co. were both working on the problem. 

The Chairman reported that a number of refugoes had written and 

tel~~honed to his office n.sking for the privilego of inspeotinG the stooks 

in the hands of the Committeo beoause of the possibility that some of the 

possessions which Md been taken from them were inoluded in the Committee's 

stocks. "Ulan Kromer of Sullivan and Cromwell advised the Corrunittee 

that he sn.w no bn.sis of sucessful action of claimants for goods n.nd in 

Mswer to a specific question from one member of ·~he Committoe said thn.t 

in his opinion the members of the Committeo had no legal lin.bility to any 

possiblo claims by virtue of My n.ction taken by the Conunittee in dis­

posing of this property. 

Tho Chairf!l.0.l1. reported on n. meeting that he hn.d had with officials 

of the JO"'iiish .Agenoy and the Joint Distribution Committee, at which ho 

advised them of the probable results ·of the disposal of the lnerchar:dise. 

He statod he Md asked both orgc~nisations to give him n.ny suggestions or 

advice which they might have and to feel fre0 to suggest any oxperts that 

might be cn.lled in in order to increase tho amounts which might be 

realizod through the disposal of the property whioh we have. To date 

neither organisn.tion has made any sugGestions to the Committee. 

The rfl0eting a<ljourned at 4:30 P.M. 

R.C. 	KRAMER 
Chairman. 
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Entry 1P...o ?kv1.ecr F lIt'S 
'. 

File rYJis:c · Pu b s J 

Box 

SOc PER COpy 

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 
Without Restriction or Reserve 

By Order of 

Merchandising Advisory Committee to the 

Preparatory Commission for the 

International Refu.gee Organization of the United Nations 

Antique and Modern Gold Jewelry; Antique and Continental 

Silverware; Meissen, Dresden, Rosenthal, Old Vienna, Her­

rend, and English Porcelains, Fig1urines and Chinaware; Clocks; 

Bronzes; Opera Glasses; Compasses; Bohemian Glassware; Cos­

tume Jewelry; Paintings, Etc. 

To be sold at 

SOFIA BROTHERS WAREHOUSE 
45 Columbus Avenue, Cor. 611t Street, N. Y. C. 

EXHIBITION: July 19th and 20th 

9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

SALE: July 21st and 22nd 

Beginning at 10:30 A.M. each doy 

Goods will not be displayed on days of sale 

and will be sold from Catalog only 

Sole conducted by 

LOREE - GREEN CORPORATION 
345 MADISON AVENUE, N. Y. C. 

Warehouse Phone: CI 7-6711 Office Phone: LE 2-1170 
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Entry t ll-o ,~A)lect Flit' S 


:Flle mise, · f)[t b 5 I 

Box 

JEWELRY 

and 

PRECIOUS STONES 

To Be Sold for the 


Resettlement and Rehabilitation 

of Victims of Nazi Action by the 


PREPARATORY COMMISSION 

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE 


ORGANIZATION 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


Public Auction Sale 

June 21 and 22 at 2 p. m. 


PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES, INC 
30 East 57th Street . NEW YORK . 1948 
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Box 

J • 

I 
I. 

PRECIOUS-STONE 
AND 

GOLD JEWELRY 
To Be Sold for the 


Resettlement and Rehabilitation 

of Victims ofNazi Action by the 


INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE 


ORGANIZATION 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


PART THREE 

Public Auction Sale 

September 14 and 15 at 1:45 p. m. 


PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES· INC 
30 East 57th Street . NEW YORK . 1948 
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" 

f<;::'e"L..-O-D ~, ~~-( ~ R ()
Entry LIl-O ,s.vv)ect- Fill'S 

File mi~D' P(tb ~ J 

Box 

CONTINENTAL SILVER 

PORCELAIN AND GLASS 


GOLD & ENAMEL WATCHES 


ORIENTALRUGS 

To Be Sold for the 


Resettlement and Rehabilitation 


of J7ictims of Nazi Action by the 


PREPARATORY COMMISSION 


INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE 


ORGANIZATION 


OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


PART FOUR 


Public Auction Sale 

September 16, 17, 18 at 2 p. m. and 


September 17 at 10: 30 a. m. 


PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES · INC 

30 East 57 Street • NEW YORK • 1 948 
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.Entry I~Q 5A.l lect· Fl It'S 

-File mhD .P{,{,b5 , .. 
Box 

CONTINENTAL SILVER 

PORCELAIN AND GLASS 


BIBELOTS., TEXTILES 


ORIENTAL RUGS 

To Be Sold for the 


Resettlement and Rehabilitation 


of Victims of Nazi Action by the 


INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE 


O·RGANIZATION 


OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


PART FIVE 

Public Auction Sale 


October 28, 29, 30 at 2 p.m. and 


October 29 at 10:30 a. ffi. 


PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES· INC 

30 East 57 Street· NEW YORK' 1948 


.....J __ ~ _ _ __ = _ - _L _ ... ~_. ~ _ ~~--""- _~_~ ______ ~ 
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CONTINENTAL SILVER 

GOLD JEWELRY AND 


ORNAMENTS 


ORIENTAL RUGS 

To Be Sold for the 


Resettlement and Rehabilitation 


of 17ictims of Nazi Action by the 


INTERN A TION AL REFUGEE 


ORGAN IZA TION 


OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


PART SIX 


Public Auction Sale 

December 17 at 10: 30 a. m. and 2 p. ffi. and 


December 18 at 2 p. m. 


PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES· INC 

30 East 57 Street. NEW YORK 1948 
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DIAMOND AND OTHER JEWELRY 
Bibelots . Ornaments • Silver Filigree 

CONTINENTAL SILVER 
Oriental Rugs 
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[J-{ fR. [J{armer. anc. 

presents 

~H:E I. R. O. STOCK 
Offered by order of the Merchandising Advisory COf!lmittee 


to Preparatory Commission for the International Refugee Organization 


Comprising a stock of postagtstamps being unidentifiable loot oundJn burope 

o Ad in, the- rehabilitation and resettlement 

aL the Galleries of 

8-l rR. f/{armer, · tine. 

!lntunational8tamp .J[lJctio/Uu, 

32 gast 7th 8treet, new York 22, n. y. 
(Bernard 0 . fJ{armer, fIred !J. (BlJck. oCicensed 'Y'Gtctioneers 
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RG -=2~0..::::.0__~ 
• , :\1 ' ':'crllvcr .. \ -' 

REPROOVCEDATlHE NATfO: " '~" _ 

Entry fED -CeV1iraJ nl:($ 
File q()u , IO-~~~~rtp 
Box 39y 

B 

~ HEADqUARTERS 
ALLIIDEXrEDT'I'IONARY FORCE 

.t1'O 757 
7 March 1945 

ADl4Il1ISl'RATlV" MF.lK)RANl,)tJ)( • 

t 
NUMBER 19, • 

DISPOSITION OF CURRmCY AND OTHER FINANCIAL ASSETS 
SEIZED PROM w:MY 'QReES OR roUND ABANDCliW 

1. DetinitiOll!_ 1'01' the purposa ot th is Admini strativa I4eaorandumt 

a. Liberated territory ID8B1lS the territory of any of the United 
!lations in the .ropean !beater of Operations. 

; 

b.: Epm ,witon _ana 'he territory of the Gennsn Reich and 
Austria prior to 31 De.elll~r 1937. 

o. J'1Jl8llo1a1 as.t_. exalud. eurrency but inolud.s. i»ter-811a, 
uneanoe1le4 etaillpl!I ot all kinds, cheques, 8ecuritie8 ot all kinds, in­
cluding certificates ot deposit or re••ipts theretor, foreisn exohange 
aaeeta"sold (iJl bullion or coin), silTer or platinum in bullion torm, 
warehouse receipts, bills ot lading, COlllleroial paper, 'bank books, PO!ltal, 
giro or other money orders, lett.ra ot credit and jewels. 

2. CurrgCY Sailed from _IDlY ron... &11 ourrency, eDapt that 
taken trom. Prisoners of War or .»t8 or suspects ,taken into custody, Beized 
by the Allied POrCes troa enemy toroes, whether:b UUed or enemy terri tory, 
will be handed oYer qainet receipt. to the ftaarest J'iD8.nce otticer/Paymaster, 
or Civil Affairs/Military Oo~rnment SUb-Accountant with a detailed report ot 
the ciroumst8llc.s in whiob tbe OUl"l'ency was tound. Currency so turned oyer 
will be treated aatol1ows, 

a. It .till lepl tenaer in the country ot isaue, it will be 
brought on to the bookB ot the J'inance Olticer/paymaI!Itel' or CiTil Mtairs/ 
Mill tary Governmen' Bub-acoountant as eaptured tunds end used for requirement. 
in the territory in which the currency is legal tender. The Pinance Ottioer/ ' 
Paymas~er will aend in duplicat., to the Controller ot financ. and Accounts 
G-5/CiTl1 Aftaire ot the appropriate ~ Group, detai1e of the amounte thus 
taken on to his booka. 

b. ' no lon er 1e al tender in the ceuntry of issue, the Finance 
Offioer/Payma8ter or Civil Aftairs .i11tary Qovernment SUb-Accountant will 
accept the money on a hand receipt and will not enter it into his accounts. 
'inane. OfticeFa/Paymasters will tum OTer the currenoy, securing hand 
receipt, to the 001ltroUer ot "inane. and Accounts, G-.5/CiT;l..l · Attairs 
ot the appropriat~ A.my Group. 
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RG 200
REPRODUCED AT THE NATro~:,'L A;-',OIIVf:',_ 

Entry fED ~CeVl1ral rillS 
File qou lo-~~~hp 

3C)yBox 
~--~------------~ 

3. '!.Pemoia! M•••• se1ae<! fro. En.DIY To£o... r1n8lloial a.se~s taken 
trom .n8m7 toro••, oth.r thu Pri80n.r. of War or ngent. or auepect. taken 
into ou.tody. will be 'rea~ed a. tollow8. 

a. If 'eken in liberated territorie., they w111 be handed oftr 
aaainst receipt to neare.t Civil Alfairs Officer. who will depo.it the., 
again.t reoeipt. in ~he n.are.t branoh of the central bank and will furni8b , 
full partioulars ~o tbe Controller of rroperty of the &.lpreme Headquarter., 
AEJ' Mis.ion to tbe, Ooftl'lUnent in whoee terri tory the articles haTe belD 
found. 

b, If taken ill !P!IJlY terraorY, they w111 be turned oftr, 8gains~ 
reo.ipt, with full particulars of the oiroumstanoe.- in whioh th.y were di.­
oovered to theneare.t Military Oo~.rnment Offioer to be treated a8 enemy 
prr"perty under Milltary OoftrDlll8nt Property Control in.truotioDs, 

I 

4. Ourrency pd 11napobl A••eta fOund on pr1eoperp of War' CUrrency 
and. financial a...t. found on Prieon.r& of War w111 be treated in accordance 
with ourrent iD.tructions, provided the circumstanoes are such thet the 
prisoner of War appears to be the own.r. Where tbere is ad.quot. re.een 
to believe that the Pri80ner of War i& not the owner, our~nCly .111 be t'l1s­
poscd of according to the provisions of paragraph 2, above, and other fin­
ancial aSHts according to the proviB1on. of peragraph3. above. 

5. Cumpoy tpd rUumeiol A.,et" touns! ip p088eeeiop of Agent, and 
Suspeo~.. Curr.ncy and financial a ..ets found al 8cente or suspects, taken 
into custody. will be treated in accordaDc. with current 0-2 instructions 
wbeth.r or not the pereon appears to be a bona fide hold.r. Current in­
structions on this subject are contained in a Supreme Headquarters, AEJ' 0-2 
document entitled wDispoait : on of Personal Effeota of Agento or ~sp.ots 
Detained by the AErw, dated 24 August f944, 

6. Cu:rrpCY and Jipano1el A.Bset" foupd Abandoned or Uuproteottd. 

a. Currenay and financial .s...t. abandoned by the enemy forcea w11l 
be treat.d r8apeotivel1' aocorcUng to the provisions of paragraphs 2 and J, 
above. 

b. In all other oa... currency and financial assets found unprotected 
will be treated in the same way, and disposed of in occordance with the pro~ 
visions of paragraph 3, above. 

7. Ou c a 
fund. and finanois 
safeguarded against miaappropriotion will be left alone. It currency aneI 
financial a8sets which are left in eitu include fo~ign exchange as••ts suob 
8S gold and ailver bullion or non·Qerman currenoy, securities, cheques. draftR. 
eta., the existenoe of thelo a.8ete ebould be reportod to the nearest Mili ts'l'¥ 
Government Offioer, 

BY direotion of the Supreme Commanders 

) 
\ 

J 
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1. 	 Origin nnd gpietiCl1 

8. The Foreigll BJacbange Depoei tory. located in the Reiehebank Bulld1rag . 
Frankfurt a.~1n. i. a RCoe8.,Z' or(l,8nizattCl1 to t he Currency Bre.nch. i;)BAFF. 
which Branch was created by Wpreme lJeaCiquartera. m ie4 EZpecUtionary Force 
on 7 september 1944. The pri.Dlry functic. or the Currenoy Brash WIlS the 
~celvina. holding and wpplyiDg of occupatim CUl"!:"GDGy for Allied .A1'm9d 
Forces and for M1l. t tary Govenamel1t operaticae. but 1t WIle a180 eJl)owerec! 
- t o act aa requ1l'ed 88 dep0 IIItory tor and/or to exere1ee control over asaete 

bed 	or impounded by Allied r-a11 tary authcritieS-. 

b. The Currency Branch/Depoaltory ha.s always been uncl Gl' the control. 
superTlsiCl'l and c5ireCltlC1l of the Fw.nce DiTi.ion of the followiJ2g sucoessive 
Head 	 unrtera ~ 

SfiA:~ 0-5 to U JUly 1945 
~ G-5 to 1 ~t 1945 
an(us zone) to l},prU 1946 
cu:ros to d.ate 

c. )':1th the termination of operet1CD8 in other ,.., ropee.n countries and 
roatrictim of remaining Ope1'8t1C1lB to r-t8rma1ly, the Currency Braneh became 
a etian of tbe 'Foreign F:lDhanp vejloaltory• 

• :fore 19n '?DbaDge Depoe!tory "fti8 Canpl etP.l!f" organiz in April 1 9~ 6. 
utiw • .A&ninlstra,t1on. Depoeitory, Claims. CUrraDcy and. Accounts sub-

Beet!••• 

2. I'repnt lwlcUW 

a. .!n the course ot it. c1eve1opJZ*nt the DepOSitory has established its 
priDery tunetiCll8 into the categories as tollows, 

(1) 	 custody. tnventOl'1 and aceount1!lg for assets 

UDeovered in Oel'DlUlY 'by Allied Foraea. 


(2 ~ 	 Cu,8tody of aaeets deliftM in ry.S. 2.Crle under 

Mil. Govt. Law S3. 


(3~' 	 Investigation of owneruhip and claims pertaining to 
asset. held. 

(,4) 	 CUstody. lsaa8, retirement and accounting for 

Allied Military mark8 of u.s. Forces. 


(5' 	 .J\ccount1ng for Mil! tary GO"1el"llment Court fillea. 
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h. Under spec1al authorization additional Mnioe. ooWl been fttndered 
from t1me to time of which the following are eDl!1ples. 

(1 	 110Cting as ouet~ian for sp&Cla1 j el aolleetiOll8. 

(2) Acted 88 custodian for 14UiUlI7 Payment certificates 
prlc:xr to their telRle.noe by' Disbursing Offioers. 

(3) Acting as eustod1ea for v&luablea seized. by 0-2 

Censorship DiT181an. 


(~ ) 	 ActiDg aa cental- olearing agency in processing 

paymlmta to released (',e:nm.n Prisoners of tar. 


3. PerllCllm81 

8. The sWf of' the DepoaitOr'J consist. of 1ts Chief. 'l1111am \1.. B: y . 
Colonel. OSC, PJ.... twnty-two U.S. military err. ciVilian peroonnel. six 
Allied technioal e:q>erts. and sixty-five Ge.rma.n emplo)'$es. 

b. Ml Z'f)qui1"ed by the nature of. opel'6t1cms the civili an r l3amel 
1oclll.des speoia11sta in 'Nmk1ng. a.ccount! and veult f f) -kee ing procedu • 
The allied technical experts ere esoenUal f or tb d t ee ticm . clas sif'lcaticn. 
d a:rlpt1C11 ane e.:r:.!praieel of precieus Ws, jewelry nO l"B coins. 11 ry 
O:ffiee are utilized for internal eecurlty purposes. Cermtm l oyee s };l orm 
cl o:n.e 1 duties, routino eountin8 operatiObs. and act a,s a ois' ts v:ha:re 

quired. 

h . ~ curity 

Fa rly in the operaticc of thF. DepoGi tory. a security aye a 
i n stituted. Triple control was established for the in vaul t e re t he 
most valua.ble Jl':'Ster1al is 8tO~ and, duel eontrol f or all ott r strong rooms . 
i'ersonD entering the vault aOO 6trong rooms are aceanpanied a t 1 t mes by 

security officers. Barbed wire barriere ancl a flood lighting sys tem are 
maintained a r ound the premi8eB which are und(lr gue.l'\l mnty-f~r hoors do! y 
by a etall t'rcD the 18th Infantry 'Al!tgiment. U'.9. JU7t1y Officers l'\T i 
t he hanclling of all valuables eTJt1 provide internal seeurity. 

• '8Yoluticm 8M AAhiav£tnents 

• In addition to i te normal currenoy opernti0l18 the !Japos!tory ourl 
t he 1y part of 1!145 oogen to receift foreign x:hange asset. from variou 

lU'C1'! 8 in C,..,nI8ny. A sui table structure j'or t h letter pU1"ll0tle e f d 
the e ichsbtink Building inT"rankfurt. which was tm....n over ane 1 tared 

i certain reapecte to prorlde ~ter vault space coo ur1ty. 'nce tlwt 
time other repairs and improvor.rnts I E.V baen effected i th the rel'll1 t tbet 
n t p sent tho offices nlld vuulta are ad uete for t ho pu o . and permit 
f rio ientOjH!)I'8 tian. 
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b. The f1ret shipment of T8l.u.e.bl.ea, fran the Markers Mine c:aehe, wae 

reee1ved at the Depository OD 151,pril 1945. Depository personnel at rkertJ 
I.due 9Uperv18e1d the loadiDs ond transport of this enonnou.. hoar4 C-OJlsieting 
ot SOld bull1cm, gold a~ silver coin, pla.t1num, jewelry, 0 large quantity 
of · SS LOot", am ftr1WB ourrenoiea, including 2,700 , 000,000.-- , • Almost 
12000 ccmta1nal'8 of .noue types were t:nmap0rte4 by truck convoya, over a 
period of seTeral de,... guarded by milltary escort. Defore the end of 1945 
a total of 76 additional. shipneota of fOl"oi.gn a.cchangs aS8Qts were receiv94. 
They came principally from what is no.... the u.s. Zone of oeCUllatlcm in GermElZlY, 
but also from Austria, CzechoAlovakia and other a~s into 'which the AI"'I!JY had 
!lenetr:at~. It hae been 88id thLt the De'poaitory contai.ns 0 II of 11 e 1 r t 
single eollectiMs of wealth in the world. 

e. In .Tune 19i15, a teem of gold E!xperts f ran the •• T 8SUry pa ent 
arrived in Frankfurt to make a auMey of the major preoiou me tal stooke in 
t ository. They eont1nued their labors for some 60 days wi th the 

a istance of !)ellOoitory personnel, ane at cone1uaicn sul:ln1ttoo B canprebeneive 
I'IIport with a total valuatiOll close to $ 300,000, f or rec i oue tals, 
con£1isting pr1Dc1pally of goll!! bul11cz ane gold coins. 

d. Iflhe staff of the Depos1tor;y, wbieh about the middle of 1.9h5 (lonsisted 
of 80rlJe 16 o1"f1oers end 130 enlisted m I had bB~ly started on the taek of 
il'.1van t orying, SClrti,RfltLCIltalog1~ e.Dd storing tht"c... ~Elterol.!~~u~J!1.:i~.Jn 
i t s ~ tal \~han tl'ie r8a@ployment progl"Eilll caused 8e-'~~ic :reGuiir"ee 1'n 

(p l'scmtE'l that all but the !lOst essential curreney f unctions had OCIlla to a 
\ i t by octooor. 'n:I.1s curtailDJrnlt lested well into 1946. ~ boequent to 
/ J\llrU 1946 3. plan of operation was aCioptecl, qualif:1 ·d mili t a ry c1n11an 
\ Jlor sCIlMl engaged, a~ eu1table counting rooms p~ red.. Th att r !':l ight 
) !'1C1lths of 1 91;6 have witneeee.d mtb~nt1t11 prog1"988, wi t th 81-Ul;lt1Cll . of 
t {; 1 opel"8tiona on an incl¥.lee1ng tempo, A list ot major accomplishments 
\101 1 owt" 

I. '\-' , t,. "f,.. , [I " :.( . 
9" I(1) D!p(?s1toa ~AACIt 

. 
/ 

/ 
7 . . 

(a ) The teak of l11voentOI"'Jing and accounting for the at '\rClriety 
of valuable•• cODoentrated in the wul t 8 of t he Depos1torI 

\ aDd estimated to be worth in em••• of ~ .sorl,ooo,ceo. is the 
first such aa81gnur.3nt perfonQi!d in the history of the U. S. 
ArrIq. "!'be currency on h£lnd is repreaenta.t1w of owr sixty 
natiOlla end Qi!!'rat1ons bege.%.wi th the verificatica t?f the t 
a sset! r~inT.ntory!ng Of jewelry ~md prec10u8 s tone. 8t81"­

( tEKf-iatp. in August 1946 ,11th the Rr.:r1ve.l of' the f irst :J l ry 
( :";x;perts. Up to the present, pr i ority has been g1'1811 t o the 
L 

I 	 axaminetica of .f;. Loot reeove:re~ fran Merkers ! .• ine, ' chen­
wal.d snd t'e.chau, which ConSiSt8 large ., of unidenUfi ble 

I easets dest1neCl for delivery to the In'~er-Gow1'''llmi9ntel 
" Canmi ttl'!le on nefugoes. Under special eire tances c ertoiD 
. other shipments haTe A.lso been cstaloged and refiee t p,d in 
detail on the aeeounting records. 
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(b) 	 In general tems :lUflDti ties inventori6d to cif.1te nre 8e follows, 

Cu.rr.uo-l • 3 • .5rO,()OO. U.R. Dollars 

:200.()OO. '-:ngl1ah Poun"o 


9.000,000. Norwegian Kronero 

2.500.000. Dutch Guilders 

2.700,0( 0, 00. J1rench !"re.nea 
2.001' .oor . (,00. Greek Drachm!!ls 

CUrrencies of many other countries ill lesser amounts. 

Q2iD. .. Segregated and counted many thousand .of gelld, silver 
one bBee me tal coins of DUIOOroUS countries. flY numiacst10 
tYpes of 001n. -meC.alliOO8 e tc. notoo oro separately inventoried. 

/ 
, Jewel" - Sort~ many containerEl of' procious serrJ.-precious
I stones, hoods, oostume jewelry e t e. resulting in tbe separation 

of thousar..1 It of C J'& to of J:,rec iou£ etGlles of Elll types. !.nven­
tor1~d thoufIIlIlds of watehes , :'dngs. brooches, jewel ee ornumente. 
and tOllS of ser Jl ilver of t3 sed tal ,le • ill so in'VElntoriedI 

I 	 were the jewel collections of any G-oer1!lfi nnd ~-va Brriun.
/ 

~)ecur1 ties - Other than the rele. tively minor amount s of th1 !'1 
, 	 asset recorded in the ;'.~rk6 r$ cae 0 , no largo aeeurit)' holcUngs 

have yat been inventoried e:..cept about .5 O. I')fl !'Oa of 
ConoonHa etock against wlich ~t clu im has beon f lad. 

(0) 	 ....h. l'bore1gn ~bange Devooitory lu:Ja e f 'feete 't he follOwing 
releasee of' aSBets to date. 

1.1 	grams fMium Relee.sed to Office of Theatre 
Chief ~~rgoon for shipment to r.: 

reloaSflC 0 U"""'R " ..-f¥ , I 

':\:.. ~ ,' , ~ ~ . 

33 million ~ollert) ,:p l r bull ion ntJl 6E.De:Jd to t h El ~r1on 
and coin &soertained to have ,iOvarnment 
ooen the property of the 
fUngarian Nc.t1onel Dank 

22 tons silver bUllion leased to Land ureater Hosse 
as fl l oan to the Gol'Ufln aoono .; 

Crown jewele, rel i ,:i.oue veasol 9 .. leaeed to t e 1_ !l fA i n. 

and 11,onstrances, P.u. sian ,iesb Il 


'?'Vbe!'!laele. etc. 

(d~ 

Inclu ed wi th th~ s s et ~l un(!OV .~, in :9rk~l"s ·; '1na war e t he book; 
" I and records of th ree10uG tal e Department of t he Berlin 

ReichsbaDk. This baa pro'Yod a f ru itful 30urc e of info1"Ull1t1on es 
to golc movemttnts In r.enuany (l r ing the war years. Depository 
peraonnsl hes been ealle<'. upon many times by the U. n. state 
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epartmant and rnp . e santaUve II or certain "uropean Governmonta 
to 1nTestignte th~8C reco1"ds e. rr1 render d otailed rel.:l0rts~ 
one OCCIJ.8iOll the se records. consisting of f1 lsrgo oa ses 
were transported to the Finance adqusrt rs in ~rlln for 
study. to facilitate n~e:ct1&t10!l8 'pend tng wii:h 3wttzerlend. 
~in and :. o~l. 

(a: 	 ~·'reY1ou~ to th" ad'\t&nt of serip currency t i ' et10n sup 1i849. 
the currency requirements of various U •. '. D1sbtlrsing Offices 
aM therefo~e was obliged to ma intain ce).'te1n neees88.r1 
functions C1aspite e:r80nnel limite t1ona. flu rine; the redepl oy... 
ment period however 0 ernti.ons invol Yin'" th v .r 1 ficatlOD and 
storage of eurrency lit"re curta ! eel. Thl) "" a t ~ :9 now 
caught up with 1ts work in a1 respects and a 1"eSll1De of 
op~re.t10no for 1946 i t ag fal OUS I 

~oived. verifia4 enc sto~ I,!' 53 ooz e containing 
2 .h08~cl.635 mar'ke. 

r 

n~ceivea depoeltsfor account Con trel 'iobuTeiD ~ 0 f ice r 
~4?oegot1ng 1,666. 268 . 1. ,),,75 n r)~ G. 

Hecelvad captured Bno conf i scate f und. s runo 'nting to 
1.321.~63.81 lli8rk • 

!>'lecoivsd nne rt?func(!Id !, .~ . Co rt r ines , re ' ting in a 
net incre3OO, 1:n finos rec e ivfo..d , of 17,l, 03 . v2, • .5.5 :merk . 

neealwd I'riflonar of , '::..:1' funds t otsl lng .&- 1 .14h. .75 man 

fleeeived uncleimeci funds totaling 225 , 151 . 9 ' marks. 

/ ReiL'lburseq Yinance Off icer£! for '1vi.11 ! ! w yrol1 s j,n t he 
omount of 19.?ll • ',n3.{;! I <:lrkS. 

(2: 

marks. 

J ' Increa Sf' d de 10ai ts i n its accounts with Heidt Dk by 

the ~Ull'l of 1 ~ I 0l! I e 2 .5C marks. 


Fle<:eemed counterfe it l ' in accounts of 1nance Off i eer s, 

rrepered roon t hl y i"innnoe • i vis on report for sulxni oi en 
the War Department. 

(b:' f.t present. this ~ct1on a " lnly engoged i n continue 45 
lltery Government Court F ines operetioDa. the g1"8 usl 
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retirement ('Jf Anied liJil1 tary marks, the 80ttl nt of its 
accounts end operations Which ha.... eoftrec1 th~ penol!. from 
7 geptembfJr 1944, the Sllttl~t ot ~b-Aec(iuntl!!nt8' 
aecounts, the payment 01' !ili tary PEl.~t oro.era aoo C'er­
tif'ioatea of Cl"94!1t held by Germs.n fo~r . e . at! t'tud it 
of \'CUchara re(le~ t'rorn DitJl:u:rsingatfioer • 1s8W!ll'le~ 
ot Al . marks BS required by U • ..,. 1,,'Wrsl n 1ce1"8 and 
Land G$lltrol ranka a,nO add! tional routin operations• 

.:>. :-roNW - p!poa1tgrt PPct1gg. 

e.. T.n the plen of prooftdure wieh he devise" for the sce 118 nt 
of objeC.tl''f08 of the Depos1 tory ~etion llrobl8lQ8 ht ve been nntic i a teCt a nd 
providet! for as far BS possible. It 1D expecud that n:tiny u or n contin­
g no t e s 'till prel!l&nt them:Jf!1ft. as unu~l and unexpeet d H em :n!I eneoun .. 
tcred in the proee88 of inventorying and. 

J

d iapoe1ng of all a ssets. >. finel 
cor,lpTe .naive and clear rt'Ioord of tb~ "quantity. value a d ispo5itioo of 
the material in cuetody 1'1111 eTflntual1y be aw.llable. 

b. A 1"8C8Dt sturly walt ma~e ot directive. end proposals, nne other 
documents haTing to do with l'e Bt!tuUma and reparations. ~ G n r sul t 
t reo1 1t appeared that thero were, veriooB incone1et-enci tha t r quirecl 
clarification or amplU'1eatiOll. ACcordingly a oa ble ( r . '0 . CC· 790lt 

I8 sent to shingtal 011 3 February 1947 in which the followi questions 
'l99l"e rei_d, 

(1; i'ibat ~18Posit101l 1s to be made of monetary goU felJ. ing under 
x-85682 ? 

The reference oeble directs t ha t unidentifiable persona.l 
property remowd fran racial and pol itical victims of the 
Na~le be turMd owr to tt. roCtt. 1.ncluaed in such loot 
are foUllC! Di':>der&to .1l0Wlt. of gold. bera a~ gold coia. 
Gol~ in theM fOl1Ul, h01reftr. bed been de fined as 1, ~onet ry 
nol~ IIhleh .8a stipulated itl the Faris Reparation. ement 
18 to be oeCUDllated aa 9 Itnold Pot" tor rest! tutiCll1 on 
ratio beeie to goTel"!UD8ute wt10 lost gol to C..el'mllIlY. 

(2: 	 ~ther the t6rm "ourreoc1esl' inclooE'l8, in ~ °tion to ap r 
money, coins of s11wr, gol d anC' othel' metals. 

(3 ' 	 ~>;Ihether currencies of tini ted Na tiona n veX' !lIt P T CTGl"aIe D oeou­
patiGII., wtil 'be reat!tuted to another Un1 t ed ~~at1cc formerly 
under German oeeupat1011, if e ola im bY' the 1 t e.... :1ui t a tion 
1s eatablhhed. 

~.x1sting directives appear subject to t wo in'te r etationa: 

(a) 	 Restitution of i"entifie4 o~ned ourr neies looted 
from occrup1ed United ]I1atica.s ie 8 pre-requisite to 
de11"1ery of l"&sidue eurrenciee to is ing eountrj,es. 
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(b) 	 r!el! V$ry of ell currenciea to ituruing countries. the 
claims of ~cu?1ae Un1t~ Ntltiona to bf:l eet1l1ed 18ter 
betv:o(Jtl ;ovarnmellte. 

Determination of the ordnr of prneedence of oebl e ~-85682 (loot 
c irective; aa regs res any ot~l ~ Ci6 'OM! i'T'C~etiv • ~ee1.ally as to 
Wl't.,ther WX-856 2 i13 to be eo. s1~ered tl otand1nS e ep Uan to all 
present end f'utuN r~at1tut1on or ~iapC)sal t;l reoti 8. 

(5 ~ 	 ,cether trnl ted !.~tat~s uniloteral netil'J1'l is cont )lnted umer 
tIftxiati:n.!t ~ 1Aposal d il"8etives prior.' to nr d~u~p1 t e ctb oPonce of. 

agreement within C'.<?ntrol COUMll. 

( 6' 	 'i\'bether 9Bcuri ties mDy be I)x!'lmptet'l ot' 9U~'em~<1J fl"Or.1 delivery to 
Jeep due tOI 

a' 	 "'hot!' insignificant vo.!!lue eompared t~ bulk of 10 t . 

f ) 	 T l e obs t £.t clee ich 'r.'Ot d j their liou1datioa • 

.l'd' 

I 

(a 	 ;'611very r all f in.';.l.ncial s nc' f\ P CI 

:' oreign ":xchanee e;} at t ory es t u I'! 

mflteria1. 

, ~ ., 

,., ~,. ..... . en n t~1 Council whioh he. 
, ?n­ c· n:ror.r -i.'" - ,.. \••• ( "1- . ~!l' r r !loi. 19 n~ embod1ec! in 

- ­ ~ (r ~ t1 0'" .. • . , (" t:: . ' 

(,. ,'. r 
,' , !DO 

en reee1-.e4 a 8 110 ~ ispoeit1 of 
r~ 1 01J S metal. including ailftlr, 

,1" :"'ton t ry , I'Jr non..mone'tftry uDder 
nUt 1 deposited 

vtng be_ 

c . · d 1tion t o t,:. f.' ob C::l:: .c . ~ _ , ... ­ " , t'i 1'· .'1 n settlement of 
f o lowing matter "olll~ be d~~iroble: 

e to the 
'0 such 
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(b) 	 CGlle1~f'retion s.p to w~ther delivery of' 5 e.ISMt5 by 
GenDQn Land Centl"Sl ?enks to Foreign 'xehan 1'Jepository 
ahall be re...... 

d. III sunmary. the tiovsl"l\GlIental lew1 i me ihl y 1nt reRted 11'1 !)robl roB 

concem1Dff the tHspositiaJ of t~ 8800te ( 6b: wr U e (l!'( 1/ i1~Fl nce Division 
i s cainly in~l"8ated iu problc..ms oonoeming repari. uch 

j.sposit1QD · (~ ' • 

7. f'1"9bl.!!p! - CUrrepoy S,ct12P 

fie There ere no perU·euler operBting prohl S COl rout! the rrency 
'" ction. The main problem. will riee upon the .finol Ii'l u i \" e tian of t he 
urreney ~t1_ ana in pnlindDary Retion b6fol'e IJUcb. i qui dation. 

b. 'rite ooonthly balancJ;.i sheet of t he cUlTI'Jncy c· tton sho fJ luany accounts 
wh ich trt os settled or cJ iapo of. !.u$9ti~Et oncernln $UC!'rot t8 
wi ll arise along tho following linea, 

(1: Allied A~i1i tat"y marks reOfiemed on hAnd eon!'11et ot J. ~ •• 
BritiBh 000 iQAlSian printed notes. '/ha t dl spo i tl0 i t be ad 

of the ee Dote. ? 

(2 ' ·hat settlement ia to be Ded~ for unpaid mark 00 ne e t 
CZeeho81ovaJda, Neth.erlaDd a, T>olqd • ? 

(3~ 	 ~t diapoa1tlon i8 to be ~e of' payroll "roue re .f!!eeced f 
U.S. 	Diebursi.na Off1eere ? 

(4 '.' 	 \':h.8t d iSP081i10n i:l to b~ l1.flde of Ca-ptu .CIlfi at d ru s~ 

(5:- ~lbAt diS!lositioXl 1..9 to be mede of ,Ii 1Wry' Oov~rnmdlt Court 
fin•• ? 

(6 ) '(lhst ~1SP081t1on is to be (fe of 1d~nt f eC! 180 r of a T 
1'unda '/ 

(7) 	 ~bat diapc81tion 18 to "ncashment iffe:rentiQ1 
remltag fraL. pt.yrnent ent Orr T'S of' fo~r 
FrilSoner of ~r 

c. In add!ti(ln to the oola.nee f3. eet aett em nt bleme , t . til' t ypes 0 

questions wUl arises 

(1 : . ill the Cur.rcnc ("- c tion eventua l y ) tir o al l J 

r;tand1n.g in the U. S. 7..eme ~ Large amount! of such note s re pre 
by r.en:lBD b.\nka, U.S. Army Disbursing O:N'ieer8. l!\ • 1nC1.h1.cuels ? 

(2) 	 To wbat extent will the Cul'i"eney Section e rt1ci pe te i n any eh nt 
of German OUl"1"'8llC1 'l 
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TIONAL ARCHIVES
~EPROCU:ECATTHENA •• • : . 

,. 
/ I 

rn J\prll • 1%.5 an iRnense aruount of i;old. silver. j e lry. 
in D. salt mine in msrltarlt. G6rmnr,y. 1'be88 \! luable had a 

.(" J\1r:l t he ; olcbs'cank in ~rl1n in the ee.rly b£irt ot 191,5 h1r'd n in 
'.n t sol t mine for Bllfe-keep1ng . Vast. aJ!lOUnte of " lea bars (83 1 • 

U Vi!'l:r coins, cur. 'en0l' made up t he cache. 

' 1ncov red 

:-nel lA{' in the , iel''kere cache ~f9", 7 cont.n inere of .... loot fld j~ rye 
co1nn. rings , teeth filling!l e tc. 11 COp? f ( I pl~~Uminory inv ntory 
," n lhi ch the iwr:a~ kl""8 11 teK: by genal'Sl t: l ess·if'ica.tion 1/, "tt· t he 
w i t of each elasBif1eetion. 

u t nti tion of t e belief t at the~ vnlunbles era . l l oot 
Perl in '1e i ch e 

at II i n 
k record book knom as the " ':ruittl e'tllch del' Poe 


which t h 207 containers are l1 Ate<l BOO n ' e red in t he 

( " ~ lrner i 8 8 code d ~fI( (mat 10n f or loot .epoeiton • 


. ' i ah i pr.ent no~ ccvnple t ely inventoried. ~ or.e e m t tat.isti.col. 1 'fom b10n 
C8l thu ~' Ie obt a inet': "fn"m invento,,", 10Dtll. 1'.180 (in:'.lO fir 5 " 10 ." c1 ail r " 
: l e tinum nOll- ~~\ ~t.uff i.. oonoernec'\ ~ - from ' ."'old repnrt lt • 

"'tlble re 1...42.9 un{i s ( ~ t imat ~ B t 
. tch 8 5~l:.8 

' oun, n p and pencils 2. /'i 
etal J21~.O 

t ye . eani.l16stieks ' 16 .a 
coins G5.r 

-rop 
1 

1 

t th f U ling. uo1d 

nonr'e rlpt 

coins (o t r~ 1776.5 
:luper curren\'!y • 36•.5 
P c iouo nd -precious atone 256.7 
ri' ~8 (a~ln ant! oth r tal ·' .j .f 

y n B f r 8, . 211 and pll!stic 7.1. 

and e11 vel" 3"5. 0 


l"k8 11.0 . 

bers (apptl!ers eilver: 1:2t .O 

,wi bare Ii .(\ 
s t, !Iilp col U on 1 1.6 
• "'8]'1 1(1 po~taiZ" atarq)& r:l.6 
no 1 ty j e lry 2Z? .f' 

( r parently Euloy 0 (JU v\'!r a gol o' 

2·'": large 
3 ium 
2 ~l 
1 ~ag 

328325 




REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAl. ARCHIVES ,.. . .' 

. ' ~ 

lite . J ounc burl 
in 

• 
n t 0 let T'C'" 

for .h" , eel t 
yi he 

• 
lllrge r1 t y or 1 t ern such 

e , teeth f'U1 in, s t o. " f'nll 
I'.l prel1m1nll.l:'J'U 
i t .. in t h . Bh1 

of each el " if1cetion. 

n t ye'" 'tlE' U e. rut 
lint of' the ola.... or 

tot 19bt 

"T!C 
t eV1d~oe . 

ip r th 

/>' t s 8 C tu 

inc oort~ i n an a 
 t 

• 

tors of No~ h u 

i f any, ,88 been 


~luablea d se"bed 


invontorlod flS Qf ,-9/1 /1 947. 

~ont nts of ~hlpmaut 

11" oquipmont 
ill Md 

1 

he 
" p 1 ather 	

7811 . 3 
1 02 .8 
J3~1. 

73.1 
pencU t; 5~3.9 

1l4C5 e») 
at1,ek l 3, . 2 

41.1 
3 9. " 

, 	 l~ coins 5.2 
oiDa ( th r : b.03 .1 

1n at:nuns 

00 l ty j 	

r 
' -.J 

95.3 
392. 9 
8~ .1 

J" "' .5 
l. ~ 

_32 , 2 
88 .0 
92. /,j 
65.6 

792. , 
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,.. 
i 

ill t t s f or cloth 63 .8 
c 14rena toya 1 .2 
dish · nnd pottery 103 .1; 

c urlt y . bone e ' 6.0 

328327 




, ~ T ONA~ ARCHIVES 
, REPRODUCED AT THE NA I . . 

~r '1,' P.s t 14~ 

,-.. _.. 
,~ 

...... \s i d(~, . . . t ' .:!~ C: n ~ our I ' S, "' , , . 
1 ,~....~ (.... iv_r~· to n· ( , i 

" 
,.,. ~ tl..! ' •. ~ o t .... c T' rnU''::t- l V :': I~r , 

iof -j l 'i t " ry .. (" ... C ..:: '~ _ ,.. L . .. ,. 
L " i " <- , TIDY 


• f; • 


.: -, .. , r · , ...... ~I ,f. OJ. ~ 1 f\O ..... . -' - i. J 
,r~ 

, :" i '. ' " r H 
l': Ir ,.I I I, _ ... 1 . 4 .. 

,..., .... 
1 . 1 i": ,.t f. ,. .., (,' <. 

~l r· 'i'r: " 
I .. , - f. r 

.~ , .......... - ',1 

~ 

l 
. .; -1 ... .<" ~ Ie • 0 .-

'-. 
, " r '0 .t I.,";. " r ,... '~ .' ~ ~ '.,-

'--
. ":) 1: .. ". ; ""I 

0 . - - '" 
,., 'U frl- C ~ :; l L, f _ r' . "'.!, .. t )r. OfleU ....\· .. l 

~ .1. 

1" 1 ~ t 1 :. i. ~ 1 1:. t J' ~ .. ~t \ j, 
- .~ ,..,,; I 0'1~ ~' ~ r-lLs t :'c . c _ .::: t... 

" }- ' .. . 'r . J-0.1." ) . 1 !l~ ,_ - t .; 1,/ ::, , i .' 
, .' .t l

I,• : . I.w o r "I J r .! , " . \ .. --,'" . ... r:, ~hE 

.' . " 

.~ hj ef , .J." ~n:~ i:.: ,'e ;' it -,ry 

'1'" ",' r» 

~ ,. 'I,. . • 

"',. 0,'.·1 
• I ;; t 
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. . . 
• NAt. ARCHIVES 

• R~ODUCEDATTHENATIO ~ :. 

sets set aside for delivery to lRO 	 10 Aug 1948 

1 Oi A 10 Aug 1. A careful review ot the remain1ng aesets 
OMGUS 0 GUS 48 in the vaults of the FED diaolose. various l ot 

APO APO concerning which identification is deemed i m­
751 742 possible or impracticable and which in our opinion 

may properly constItute a second turnover to IRO. 
2. The general aon1ent of these Iota, and 

b ie t as to origin and circumatances of aoqui8it1on to extent reve l ed 
by our fil~ s are listed below by shipments • 

.,. A representative of the IRO will v1.8it 

hi office in the near future to arrange for the examination and accept ­

no of ub ject asset!! which have been eegreg·.. ted together with pertinent 


inventory fol'ms. 
4 • . If approved the turnover will be made 

OBe on :!.ndividual inventory forms from which our ueual Annex A will sub-
a~que t ly be prepared and submitted for preparation of relesse letter. 
Shi pment 0 	 Remarks 

1 	 0 e lot of wedding rings originally part ot Selmer loot not di ­
posed of on first delivery to IRO because included in Ho ard 
port and held in vault compart ment at that time under 8eal. 

16 	 A small amount of silver and metal coin previously overlooked 
when bulk of this shipment Whioh originated trom Buchenwald 
Concen,tration Camp was turned over to IRO. 

18 ~ 	 Personal effects ot P s from S.talag Luft VIII-C wh1ch were un 
identifiable 88 to owner or ~ountry of origin . 

21 	 J ewelry and currency apparently loot foun.d hidden in a factor y , 
stated to have been aocumulated by Dr. Ernst Kaltenbrunner, 
Obergruppenfuehrer, Lt. Gen. of Police in Berlin. 

?l B 	 Two bags various coins stated to have been removed from a PW 
camp near ieilheim, ,8varia. 

21 	 Ei . t ags var~tous coins state¢1 to have been found by US Pore 
i n the NSDAP office in Salzburg, Austria. 

27 	 =- .3everal pieces ordinary jewelry reportedly 'found near ustrian 
border buried in a ravine. Location d1sclosed by a a jor in t h 
5 . S . 	 Corps who disclaimed ownership. 

31 '. substantial quantity of miscellaneous w8,tahes, rings, cigar t te 
cases eto. which together with gold ooin. bullion, and currency 
re stated to have been removed from Re1ohabank, Berlin, by ord r 

of Ir. Ernst Kaltenbrunner to be hidden in mountains of 50 tho. 
Germany (where found) for purpose of 
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, NAL ARCl-iIVES 
, ~EPrtOOUCEO AT Tl-iE NATIO . : 

48 e t e set aside for 
del ver y to IRQ (continued) 10 'IlIg 1 948 

hipment No 	 Hemark s 
":I.n a n cing an '\ l pine r e dot b t. a t erial r0ce ive d i In ' - Aort d 
co dition a d f or p r a c tical pu r !os es is devoid o f i denti'le ­
ti or! ma r 1-;np-;fi . ::; oin ' 1l" ( ~ ~:(l 1 (1 Jl "i o 'l ' Ire.?1 ' f" 1.c \S(1 ir ,-.: l' ("'I.	 1 

52 · sco l l a neou s per sonal e f f e cts of sma ll v ql uc f ro Dachau 
, o. cer tr: tion C'lDlP whi ch w r e i mp o.' s ' t le of i der: t i f c t i n. 

". di,aID on d r O·J ch and di amond ,·r a celet wh ich were t urn d OVt.r 
to n.s . <\ut horiti s by t he Kroisspc r kasse, \...armi s,ch - i 'art bn­
kl r chen r \'llhi ch b ' nk the i t >ms h' d b e deD os j ted l ,y 00 

chrmacht of ieers 9S r eprcs a tives OI t b e C 'rtr e l 'e lr of 
t he 1'J..rmy. 

80 1, q ti ty o . :'o ld i f O:I'm of irre gu a r l,>i e ces, p I t eR, rodo0 

an _ crowns a d a l a r ge nondescript fiilv r b. r al l of hich1 

. re sta t ed to have been dGntn l SUlhJ l i es oj' t he ~ a f fe 1 5 s . 
Si lver seT p i :n orm of wntch Cf-ises , broken t '''b1e - :y r d 
0" ewelry f ound b y r . r; . armed f o 'l:'cCS ~5 :p r t of c er!. t ents of 
imp ounded dilapidAted mail c nta inere in German post off ices. 

88 	 Com_rises Rubstw tifll l ot of mj sc l l an ous j ewel ry dis ­
closed t o u . S . au t r.ori t i EfS by ;:111 s . S . Helferi n v. h o a ckn ow­
l edged it v a f) ovmerless Jewi sh property equ "i :-ed by '3. (~ . from 
concen tr t ion camp victims . 

93 	 .-i 8cel1a leoue ,jewelry 0 i n::3i n "f i can t v I ue t urn ed over 
t y ' Er man author1 ti es in ., r lsr uhe as fo nner J ewish pos., '" f'i 16 
no longer ide . tifinble 

. ANK C. fillELL 
',h ie!, For ..i gn xehange Dep os }t ory 
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nt. ly a .i in t nd j ",0 t 
r.a~h thereby loei ne ident1'ty 

,'e ll 'e red to rc:m.o clf:lsS ffil"h lot.a 
.ong N Gent :1 ' 10 ..sb!lnk c nh 

) 

• ONAl ARCHiVES RG ~~&6~O__­
Entry ~pe:J):--;:;::""707 

I3E~RODUCED ATTHE NAT! .i . 

~
File ''1 ~~ij_,?_V_,~~ 
JB~O~)(~L.~(z;!:;::~J.--__~ cr D' 

.'ruUrfJ-P d. 

28 .JmUl'l.!"y 19/~ 

.11P.r.-: '1s Currencies. 

.. Chief , ;;'1 Id RSpH ratlons • 

"P'l!~ tory Coo; .1"510n, , 


' yO ~ld'urt., i .• P.O. 757, tT. >. 


'nte Po nhan.'!t'I Deposi 
t~ ell eias fa tIt; ,. "dthi 

r. 	 e~c. j; 1 t irect.i:\:os. ~~ i:: f.urnover 

()U are aleo advi sed t ha.t any 
concrnt nt,1 1 l'1 .m.p 9 s but I ch e s ala'1'.l1 

aesftt 0 •. t·h H ('hs b.ulk 8 ~rt ot u. /3 
COnCH., t re.tton c p 1 t, .11 not 
of 'JAA s t ill bo ident e<! 
ho 

J. 	 1t\e <'!urm ncies o f t,he .6 ~hs ,!Ilk tI c 1 re ' told i n t h ' r.orcign 
posit ry rli!lcl e no cviden r having c f co c nLr".tion 

thCl!"e a N no ~~rate ldEJntt ! 1& lotB . Idica t t ng ~uc f)ou r ee . 
r pas Bibl to ~on{'lt itute t he no \-0\ natary FIol d flUld sol on a 

"it! '; l! o. ~fI! ChA bp. {. bl)OK ~nt. r1.es . 't'hi, i s ~ SNl l'! ielly t r ue wi t. opeo 
" 'ur:roncies who~e past "Ourcl~ , it tr _ aO!'1ccnt r ltt ion HJ lPB. i. only in­
(ll ted 1'ro£.'1 t.ha i ,. pre~ent con i t 0.. , · ·""~kur5.nn , 1.I:" .ft .hp- r'~ lLCO'lflrad 
!" n~ ~ l a r ~ur!'OUndi g c:i T'Cuu9tam:es . 

'; . a. ! n thin c~>nnttction; the. cur nciIJeI 
~ve!" to , ,:rOO under Pa.!,1\g n.ph above , '!!' l"e ~ollnd I'l t:oxerJ eo t~ .n 
"ther ddtt ed ac d cert .in l oot ( n form . 'ew~11ry , -tontls 

eo} rom eoncent, l"lt io G. e , wh i ch l oot:. (fj':l:.C C l -


en urned over to perRO. 

b. T"-,osP.' b o Xf-JS, ,·lith ot.ht}r!5 , hA d een ship" J\ to t he F'nrlin 

Ppj:m hank f rom t;!on cent. r :1tlon e El p.CJ f or ~:roec 31. , . .i~" . OC(Hl8 ' " 

1. t ed of s e .. ,re " t in, t he '.~ ontent ~j of 03141!h liox into (A) au "zoe c . 
b ) j ewelry, 3 t.Ol"..e~, eilvenrel"8 J t.c . , and th.; die si.ng of cl: 8 

th rou&t the erlin pewn hop and by . cfiimil t cl 9~ ( ) tnt the 
f the f? i.chabank. he re:tch . rk pl'oGeen I.: t h di ros",l . ' t .. I). 

were credit.:d to a German ,iovernsental cy. 

c. rltlforo t he \'far' 8 n J t he l' tUlJ ro e sed ' oxes r: N ~.HO ed 
f t.he t elchsbank to a m:1ne c .!.~ha here t·hey ...-e late r !lnco e Gd by 
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. • .... ARCHiVES 

UCED AT THE NATIO.~ • • 
.~EPROD . 

Subjeot: Ourrenoies. 
28 Jnnua17 19~ 
P e No. 2 

by Allied Forcss and brought. to t.be ,,'ortlign Exchange DepOllito17. It 18 
t e contents or these OOXtiS tha.t form the bulk o-f the asset. turned over 
to I , , I • 

d. The IIprocessedu boxes of loot were disposed of. as i n 4 b 
t he 'Ormer contant~ can no longer be found intact or identified ..­

~ ILL ! G. BRF.Y 
Colone l, G9C 

Chi,,!, J:<'ore gn TCxchange Deposi t o17 

rr~ kturt 21-191 
or qe Una 61 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE~ : . 

INTERNAL ROUTE SLIP 
(Classification) 

HEADQUARTERS, U.S. FORCES, EUROPEAN THEATER 

FILE NO: 
IGCR Turnover 2.3 July 1947SUBJECT: ... ....................... .. .. ... ......... ..... .... ....................................................... ........................ .. .. .. ............. DATE ....................... ....... ...... .. ... ...... " ...... .. 


INumber each memo or mlnule consecullvely. Fill In each column, signed legibly 

draw a line ocross the sheel. Use enlire widlh 01 sheet for long memoronda.1 


Pan
No. From Dale HAS THIS PAPER BEEN COORDINATED WITH ALL CONCERNED?10 

Finance 
Division 

1. 

(],!!}US 

APO 742 
US Al:my 

-' ..) 

(Rear 
11"'0 757 

Te..:. I:. ho , '=' 4 It:': 4 

~. GPD-642·8·'~-OOOM 3.2084 

2.3 July 
1947 

8 11Ug 

1947 

1. Under WX-85682 it is required that the tentative 
agreed valuation be placed on the joint inventory. There 
has never been a definihan of this term or any-indication 
as --te-trow J. t shoUld 00 Applied. As a resul t in the present 

' ''''--- >

preparatlon of the joint inventory there are many differences 
of opinion 8S to value between IGCR representatives and 
F.E.D. personnel. 

2. Since the inventory consists of about 800 d:ifferent 
Iota it is difficult to place an agreed val~ation on each 
specific lot. Since each lot consists of many items which 
must first be valued the difficulty is increased • 

.3. In vj.ew of the lack of agreement on agreed values 
it is proposed to place orevalue upon the entire turnover 
hoping that this figureJwhen detennineD by F.E.D. and IGCB/, 
can be brought into agreement. 

4. Request approval of this method of preparing the 
joint inventory or if necessary that the attached proposed 
cable be dispatched. 

I~ 

~ 
WlLLIA1JI G. BREY, 
Colonel, GOO , 

Chief, Foreign ~hange Depository 

------~-------------------------

1. h~r . i-\.bba Jchwurtz of I urEO advis ed me 
t oday tha t yo u .s.n(l I GCH re preser:ta tives had succ eeded 
in f ix.i ng a teLta tive a greed valua ti oE f e r tt"8 join.t 
i n ver. tory. 

8. r>. ccordjr.gly , it &."rear s t c bo ur:ne ceaSa 

to se lJ.l YOLlT pro l)oseci cable. 


~~F~r;:::f;k 
EXGCtlt i ve ornc er 

(Clasalflcatlon) 
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% L--L70j­REPRODUCED AT THE NATiO~:'L A;-',C~'I\iE:~'''\ 
. 	 , v" L ARCHIVES 

. R~-"ROD'~ED AT THE NATIONI' . : 
> 

' ,J 2J,(j /'1	 2/
DATA RE S. S. LOOO! ~', ' 

Shipments. 
~~~ 

{from Heichsbank - Malmer accoW1t 1. 	 207 oontainers SS loot 

Preliminary inventory attached 

s~bstantiation that was SS loot 

thrOtlgh German Reichsbank records 


(found ill 	bank at Hof 
3 • . 8 chests of gold plate and service 	believed to come from 

Ltlblin concentration 
Camp) 

(deposit~d at Reichsbank, 	Platlen 
4. 	 35 bags gold coin by the Wehrmaoht for th.~ Reichs­

fUhrer of the SS (Rimmler) on or 
about April ' 12, 1944) 

16. 	 313 oaaes ol1l'rency, jewelry etc. (From Bu.chenwald) 

(more information attached) 


18. 	 ~ll bags cl1l'rency - deposited at Manich bank by SS 
(had come from Berlin) 

28 bags ctlrrency - deposited at Mm1ch bank by 
ReichsfUhrer SS 

4 boxes personal valilables, foreign cllrrenoy
(reported to be loot from Stalag Latt VIII-C) 

, valises - fu.ll contents ~nown,(Sent to ~ ~ich bank 
some Datch gailders trom Berlin. Deposit

of Reichsftthrer SS) 
(foQDd in sewer of cement 

21. 	 A. 4 boxes ollrrency, coin, jewelry faotory at Eiberg. Said 
to have been removed to 
Eiberg by Dr. Ernst Kal­
tenbr~er, Obergrappen­
fUhrer, Lt. General of 
Police in Berlin) 

E. 	 two bags ooins (believed to be taken from a P. VJ. camp 
near~Weilheim, Bavaria) 

c. 	 3 boxes cllrrency (believed to be loot, owners Wlknown, 
foand in possesion of 115 prisoners 
oaptured near Laafen, Germany)

D. 8 bags ooin (foand 	in N ~3 [AP office in Salzbu.rg, 
AIlS tria ) 

"E~ • '3 boxes c~rency (reqeived from German Colonel Kreiaten, 
c.o. at P. "','. camp at Memmingen, Germany) 

22. 58 oontainers and 14 bags preoio~s metals, silver trays, 
dishes, 	precio~s stones. (found in Friedrichshall Salt 

Mine, Strassfl1rt.• Or1giJl
Wlknown) 

23. A. 1 	box, 5 bags jewels., ou.rrenoy, (found in Reichsbank, 
bonds and gold ooins 	 Htlzmindea. Were in 

paokages sealed with 
Nazi emblem. M~oh evidenoe 
oontents of bags oame 
fro~ Marseilles, Franoe) 

23. B. :3 bags gold coins, 	foreign (Said to belong to 
notes, gold ba»s 	 Sohwerin Gestapo. Un­

earthed by Cle Det.) 
24. 	 bag gold coins (.foWld alongside road in Alt AIlSSi, 

Anstria. Owner tlnknown) 

26. 	 B. 9 8~itcaBes sec~ities and jewelry (fo~d at Reicchsbank 
4 boxes eecarities and jewelry Regensb~rg. add to 
1 	 carton jewelry have been delivered 

Tabernaole of Rllssian Orthodox there from the 
Staatliohen 	Vermo­ChlU'oh 

43 bars ailver b~ll1on gerisamt, Prag~e by 
the Gestapo) 
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on 	S3 loot (cont'd) 

... pments 

c. bag A~strian gold coins (found in haywagon near 
bag 	gold b~lion railroad station in Hald­

ha~sen~ A~stria. Origin
unknown) 

D. 	 box cllrrency (fo,a.n.d at st. Johann through help of 
General Berger, ',vaffen-SS , Obergrllppen.­
fUhrer in Charge of German prisoner of 
wal' admiliistra-tion. Stated money was 
given him by Rimmler with instr~ctions 
to hide it. Claimed money was ~ierty
of Reichsbank and not his or H ar's 

-:D box ~~ i 	property) . ~ ... ,~ ~~ 
-l. ~ '''bo,tm>~M All-4i~ ~ t. R.~ $S. F~~-_-Z.«I 

27. 	 'E. box foreign ourrency and seeurtties (foUlld bu.ried in 
hill jllst aoross 
Austrian border in 
the neighbo»hood
of Oberbioh1,Germany 

28. 	 2 bags oll..I'rency and securities (found on farm near Erlan­
gen, Hidden by German 
oivilian who h~d been. 
entrllSted with fWlds by 
S eys·a-Inqllart. Said he 
believed they had )elonged 
to Govt. of Ne'the;rl.ands or 
might becreqt11Sit1oned 
Jewish property t1'1 Holland) 

J3. 5 albwns of znaps 	 (taraed over to the Dege­
5 alb~s on botanioal s~bjeots 	 nerbaasen Estate tor 

safekeeping by SS leader 
von Alvensleben) 

51. box of foreign ourrencyand (fol11ld in P.. 7if ·. camp in 
seol.U"itlss 	 nartmannsdol'f w1aiehhad 

beea evaeuated by German 
Amny. Believed tC)be Mo,aey 
taken from Allied .. pwt 8 ) 

52. C'. bag gold., silver, cllrrenoy., (from these sOllroes 
jewelry 	 a., taken from Gestapo 

at Bad J\llsse~·,Austrla 
b. 	taken at Daehau 
o. 	dredged from Enns 

River)
E,. 	 4 boxes., 2 oartons jewelry etc.. (SS officer tLl..rned over 

from Dachall ooncentration to Swiss Coneal tor 
oamp Bavaria) 

53. 1 slli tc;ase 	paper money" bridgework.. (follnd at Relchsbank, 
wat'ches 	eto.. Eschwege,. Origin . 

IUlknown) 

57. 	 box British Sterling notes (believed taken ~rom 
15 bags British coins deoeased British aviators) 
10 paokages foreign secllrities (property of NSDAP) 

box diamonds and jewelry (taken from "Grieh Vieh­
mann, member of SS) 

75. 	 brooch" braoelet and ooin. (deposited at Kreissparkas­
se" Garmisoh-Parte*"irohen 
by same 2 German W~rmacht 
officers who depoSi~ed 
British money(see ghip­

-2- ment 	57) . 
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Preparatory Commission for 
The International Refugee Organization 

Geneve, Switzerland - pala1sdes Nations 
Washington, D.C. - 1344 Connecticut Avenue 

Ot'fic e of the ':.:x.ecuti va Secretary ., 

27 May 1948 
. 1 . 1 

Dear Ja.ck and N'oel,' 

On ~ ay 20, Madame Edlth B8rcsay, Chief of the Hungarian Restitution 
Corr.uni s s i on in the French Occupation Zones, visited PClhO Geneva Head­
quarters for a discussion of tJroperty which ahe clair.ta belongs to 
Hunge.ry and was turned over by mistake by the US to PC IRO. 

She MR.inta.ined that the US rHlitary Authorities in Austr.i.a trans­
ferred to PCIRO looted property which was not unidentifiable and which 
came from Hungary and should have been rAturned to the Hungarian \.lovern­
mant. Stating that it wa.s turned over to pemo by.mista.ke, she requested 
that I t~o.lce necessary measures to desist from disposal of the property 
so that it will be intact for l'f.lturn to Hnnp;ary. 

I advised her that pursuant to Article 8, the Five Power Agreement, 
and the TJS 1)i1'ec tive, peIRO received from the US Mill ta.ry 100 ted pro [:6 rty 
wl ieh ~.as been determined by the US authorities to be unidentifiable; 
that we are not aware of the origin of property except that it was looted 
by tho Nazis; that we play no part in determining identifiability of un­
id ontifiabillty; and that the question she hus l'aised ahouldbe put befor' 
the US au thoriLies and not PCIFO, s1,nc.-a 11' r ceive I'o ert on 
whic b a predeler'mlna tion of tmldentil'lub ility ba.a been made. 
~-----------'--------- \ 

bl f, indica. tr!c tho. t the Hun,;;ar1a.n LIO\ dl'nnwnt has air-ead.:! raised this 
matter W' tr. the US but without rAsul tB; R.T1d too t the Hungaria.n government 
will soon 12: lve PC IRO wrl t ten notice and request that we take necessary 
measur e s to stop disposal of property in order to g l va the Hungarian 
Governmen~~ un 0 ) portuni ty to check their list s of claim3 agalns t what 
we have. ' 

I P 61'S isted in our poa 1ti on that we (lJ'-(3 . .uQ.t the proper channel to 
reCOl." l cl claIms whethnr from a government ot' from Indlvldtl:ala;Lhat -we do 
not;- the---d-ete-rminat.lon.o u.nident-Lf-J.a.t>-1:-1t-t-y-; and Lhat we refer indi­
viduals to the miIi tary B.uthori ties wh en they cort IlC t us wi ttl indi vidual 
claims. 

Needless 
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Needless to say, I am concerned about the consequences of this 
move by the Hungar1an government; it appears to be an attEJpt tD directly 
involve PC DiO in a dispute betwsen governments. It the Htlga.rian govern­
ment issues 'any publio statement on this matter, it will proba.bly result 
1n a. collapse of our plaDs [01' disposal of the non monetary Gold in the 
US. The public would be hesitant to purchase property claimed by a 
government; ana the volunteers who are diBposing of the property on 
behalf of PCrRO would proabablY,wlthdraw. 

I thought it be8t to advise you immediately of this recent 
development. No doubt I will nsed your s01md advice very soon. 

Dest r egards, 

8/ Abba 

cc: Dave Rolbein 
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COMMISSION PREPARATOIRE W'rPREPARATORY COMMISSION 

POURFOR 
L'ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE POUR LES REFUGIES 

GENEVE. 5WITZERLAND--PALAI5 DES NATIONS 

THE INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION 

/ \ 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C.--1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE\.. 

OFP'ICE 0,. THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, , December 19, 1947 
BUREAU DU SECRETAIRE E.XECUTIF 

Mr. George Warren, 

Advisor on Refugees and Displaced Persons, 

Room 4219, 

Department of State, 

21st &Virginia Ave., 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Warren: 

Further to our conversation regarding 

the enclosed, this is to advise you that this Release was 

submitted to the Press as of to-day1s date. 

Yours sincerely, ' 

1tJr~ 
N. Winton, ~~ 
Reparations Branc6. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE REbEA~§ 19 December 194? (}J 
~H!See .Footnote 

The first shipme:':'rt :-,f " non-·Ir.an",T,[.ry goldH dest~ned to aid victims of rez1 

persecut.ion - 848 CR-ses of jf'lwe:!.lery 1 china, silver, rugs ~nd othel' valuables ­

arr1.Y8c1 at New York on Mond.'l~, 15 DeC ' lmber 1947, on the USAT General Sturgis. 

The shipment was made unjer the Cl.uspi :es of the PCIRO. 

The so-called Hnon-mor..et.ary gold' is to be sold in the U.S.A. by a Merchan­

dizing Advisory C011l!T'ittee of the pcn.o. The shipment represents property, valued 

tentatively at ~l,OOC,OOO, whose own3rs cannot be identified, taken by the Nazis 

from their victims, and found by tho American armies in their zones of occupation. 

Its sorting, appraising and packing have occupied a special PCIRO staff for over 

six months. 

The "non-mon8tary"goldll in this first shipment consists of 334 cases of silver 

bowls, caoclesti(;ks and plate; 198 cases of table silver; 132 cases of rugs; 130 

caS8s of chi:Y:' , 34 cases of watches, clocks, jewels and cigarette cases and 16 

CC!S'3S of vc.1up.tle postage stamps, 

GO:.d Cl.nd ~dlver bullion obtained by the smelting of IInon-monetary goldU is 

bei7lg prepared for sale. One case of diamonds valued at about 8500,000 was 

p::''3v il)ul:l:r fl0V1JlJ to the U.S.A. in November • 

..:\11 'l:h28 8 goods a.re made available to the peIRO under the terms of R epa ra tion 

Agrt;emil,IJr,Cl 0.: D.';c:ember 1945 and June 1946. The definition of Iinon-monetary goldlt 

OE''Oi;m:l,; Ol~ the d~.scretion of the occupation authorities in Germal1V and Austria, 

wL:;;:r s "lrc03 e;o()Cl.3 were found. The e]s:tremely liberal definition rr.ade by the American 

C'ut ~')or ~ ·~i.8S 'ui1l~ ~.t:Ls hop3d~ be followed by equivalent~ wide interpretations 

0:' · ~.h.~ P 1l' t I)f ·Lr.e Pri~ish and French a ut.horities. 

,3:' ~.'. :;.r,g on the SP..lr.8 fhip were 856 refugee immigrants bound for Cana~, who 

i""e.rc II ::, l-r).:~Le::~. a ' ~, f'.Ji}.i:~a.x) N)'Hl Sc.)t,~a s on 12 Dec-ember. They are paf1- Qf the 

r"o ;;'t; :';:! .':! :<'Q , f)rj() ",11110:')8 8:1+ry har b88n 8,"1+h,,:-:-i7.S'd by the Ca::1adian Government. 

ir, +r.8 '::a ~ilJl .3.n i'cre:37,:3, as miner:-;, ? nd f0!' w:)l'k as garment.,makers in Canadian 
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The immigrants are of t'\:1C.!'~.·e :>~, ):'~_(l:~". : ; iti8S; 424 come from the American 

Zone of Germany, 396 from the Bri·t,5.sh Zone of Germany and 16 from Austria •. 

The U.S.A.T. General Sturgis, on which the IInon.monetary gold ll and the 

immigrants sailed, is one of the three ships operated specially by the U. S. 

War Department for the peIRO. After her return to Bremerhaven, the Sturgis will 

soon depq,rt with another group of refugees to be resettled in one of the countries 

wi t.h wh5.ch the peIRO has a resettlement agreement. 

T];is is the sixth voyage of the u.S.A.T. General Sturgis as a refugee 

transport. She was the first of the U.S. Arrrw ships to be used on this Vlork, 

leaving Bremerhaven on its first voyage on 2 I\lay 1947. She has so far taken 

3,420 refugees to Venezuela and 861 to Brazil. 

*** A release similar to this was issued at peIRO HQ, Geneva, 
Switzerland, on 2 December to announce the departure of the 
ffiAT General Sturgis from Bremerhaven, Germany •. 

RG • ". - ~" __'_'" a. _. _ ...... ___ _ 

I --O-IVI"'?Q ~. ~ '1' 1i"t"~ (IQ-b\j'll_"'-' .chi 4, ' ·3Entry IRO I 

FiIe I Q-o~h a.. 5;-~n-(1J~1~6(~"""T(-:- t ~IQ~rm\W"~~""'~;'f 
~' n -'j IJ 10·... '.r-,· 'J:J (..' 
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SALE OF CONFISCATED fROF:EP..TY FOR VICTUiS OF_PEESECUTION 

On Wednesday, October 27, 1948, at the Parke-Bernet Galleries, 
30 East 57th Street, New York City, the IRO will open the sixth auction 
sale of the household goods confiscated by the Nazis from victims of 
persecution ".Thich r:as been turned over by the U. S. Gover:iment' to the 
IRO for liquidation. The proceeds are used by IRO through designated 
voluntary agencies for the reh&bilitation of the victims of persecution. 

The property for disp::>sal will inclt:.de silvenare, porcelain, glass, 
and oriental rugs. Many items of great intrinsic value and personal 
interest are available at very reasonable prices, as for example, solid 
silver trays, bowlf:" candlesticks, cigarette boxes, sets of glass and 
silver tableware, sets of china, porcelain figurines and bowls, as well 
as oriental rugs ' in a variety of sizes and patterns o 

Five previous public sales held by t~e IRO in New York and 
Philadelphia sinc~ May have brought a total receipt of $592,000 for 
stamps, unset diamonds and jewelry as well as honsehold articles. 
Voluntary Agencies are invited to notify their associates of the forth­
coming three or four day sale V'lhich starts on October 27 and which is 
open to private buyers as well as to dealers. 
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VnitGd Str,tes Office 
INTEJ.NJarOKAL REFliGEE CRGdHZATION 

Room 819, 1346 Connecticut hvonue, N,W, 
iil[1shington 6, D, C, 

MIch,8000 
Ext, 7 

IRO NEWS DIGEST NQ, l€' 7 October 1948 

The Wachington off~ce ofIRO announC8S the oppobtmcnt, on October 1, 1948, 
of Mrs, S1)s&n PetUss uS Voluntary Agency Liaieon Officer for thc.t office. 
Mrs. Pottiss has assuDed the position formerly held by Miss Holen Hilson, who is 
departing on October 6, 1948 for the United St[\tes Zone of GGlmCl.ny where she wi:i.~, 
sorve as Resettlement Officer in churge of those IRO operctions in tho U, S, ZOl'C' 

which are in connection wi tlJ the United St~"teG rosettloment program which has now 
be en undortr::ken to impL)ment the Displ::;,ced Persons ~ct of 1948. 

A grc.dUo.t8 of the University of Alabama and the New York School of Socic.l 
Work, Mrs. i'>ettiss COr.l8S to the Washington office after completing un nssignment 
with the Americcn Council of Voluntary jI,gencies for ForE;ign Ser'rico in N8'u! York 
City which ste cnrriod out in connection with her school vlOrk. Prior to 
attendD.nce n.t the No,'] YOl'k School of Soci,~l Work, Mrs. Pettiss served with l. j l~RRA 
from l',1n,r 1945 until Juno 1947, occupying various posts in the United Stutes 
Zone of ·Germ[my. Beforo working with DURRi., Mrs. Petti~s had many ~rears of 
experience in socio.l 'Nork in .Uc.bc.ma. 

The first meeting of the General Coul1cil of IRO beg2n rvlonda;r, September 13) 
1948 and closed on S[,turdr.y, September 25, 19J~8 after the Qdoption of resollltio::.s 
on Q number of issues basic to tho organiz:: tion rmd administrEltion of IRO. Th;:, 
following oro summaries of the most impork,nt decisions mcde by the Council. 

1. 121ect~!2.L...!:hD Direg,tor GfD£l>'11--9LIHO -- On 5eptsmber 13, the Council 
unanimously elected i\;r. W. Hallam Tuck Director Generc,l of IRO. MI'. Tuck, 

who served as Executive Secretr,I'y of tlle Prepe.ratory Cor:.mission from July 1,1947 
until fornlJ.l estclblishmc::1t of ThO, is an Amoric[,n chemist Gnd industrial 
enBineer rlho hns had ';Jide c::perience in tho field of relief work. 

Ir.lIrediotely following his own appointment, Mr. Tuck aPI=-ointed /ls his 
deputy Sr. Arthur Lucker, K,C.M,S., C.B., C,B,E. Sir Arthur, who S9f.r'ved as 
Deputy Executive. .Secretor:;,' of the Frepc.rdory Comr.Jission during th~ existence 
of the Commission has be cm seconded to IRO from his post ilS Deputy 
Secrekry of the B:ritish Ministry of He:::\lth. 
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CHAPTER VI [a-o (V...-! 

Reparations (LO . f1 /).' . ) Cw S I}--f)J ':J1 tV.) 

Over the past two years payments of about $20,000,000 for the 
benefit of victims of Nazi persecution- a sum in addition to those spent 
on refugees [rom IRO's normal funds-have been made to voluntary 
societies from reparations funds received by IRO. Of this sum more 
than $10,000,000 was paid during 1948/49. 

Payments to IRO equivalent to $18 ,540,000 were made in 1947/48 
by the Governments of Sweden and Switzerland consequent to the deci­
sions of the Paris Conference on Reparations, 1945, and the Five Power 
Agreement of 14th June, 1946. In two years, the liquidation of non­
monetary gold found by the Allied Forces in Austria and Germany and 
made available under the terms of the same Agreements, produced 
$2,348,000, mostly obtained during tbe past year. 

" Non-monetary gold " is a generic term covering a miscellaneous 
assortment of jewellery, silverware, china, stamps, coins and carpets as 
well as gold and silver bullion from the smelting of scrap metal articles. 
Disposal of the former items presented a difficult problem. It was 
decided that the best market for them would be in the United States and, 
to minimize the costs of liquidation, IRO sought the assistance of pro­
minent American business men willing to give their advice and services. 
Thus a Merchandising Advisory Committee under the chairmanship of 
Colonel Ray C. Kramer was formed. 

The first shipment of non-monetary gold to be liquidated by the 
Merchandising Advisory Committee arrived in tbe United States in 
December, 1947 and a second shipment arrived in February, 1948. 

A trial auction sale of a collection of stamps, held in May, 1948 with 
a substantial amount of publicity, proved successful. The Committee 
thereupon decided to sell at auction the first large shipments of merchan­
dise. The first sales, held in June, 1948, were very profi~le. From 
the middle of July, 1948 .. to the middle of January, 1949, ten auction 
sales weren eld in New Yor~ under the auspices of various firms of 
auctioneers:- Amounts realised by the Merchandising Advisory Com ­
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mittee from auction sales were highest in the first sale and declined, for 
various reasons , at each successive sale, until by January, 1949, it was 
apparent that auction sales were no longer the best method of disposing 
of non-monetary gold. Many prospective purchasers of large quantities 
of silver and watches either contacted or were referred to the Committee 
and as a result negotiated sales of large quantities of silverware, gold, 
jewellery and watches were made. At the end of the fiscal year low­
grade merchandise worth an estimated $150,000 still remained to be sold. 

Other non-monetary gold was disposed of through dealers in England 
and in Switzerland. At the end of the year a quantity of non-monetary 
gold estimated to be worth about $750,000 was due to be turned over 
to the Organization by the American Forces in Austria and further 
quantities were expected from the American and British Zones of Ger­
many. 

Under the Five Power Agreement all funds received by the Organi­
zation through the Final Act of the Paris Conference on Reparations 
were required to be spent by private agencies for the benefit of vic­
tims of Nazi persecution. Ninety -.eer cent of the fundL were to 
be disbursed by the American Joint Distribution Committee ana -the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine on behalf of the Jewish victims. As of 
30 Iune 1949 the AJDC had received from IRO on reparation account 
the equivalent of $7,510,792 and the JAFP had received the equivalent 
of $11,266,172. The precise projects on which these sums have been 
spent were subject to the approval of the Director of the Inter-Govern­
mental Committee on Refugees, before that organization was terminated 
on 30 June 1947, and, after that date, of the Director-General of the 
IRO. 

Approval was given for the AJDC to make expenditures on vcrious 
projects for resettlement, rehabilitation and vocational training of Jewish 
persecutees in areas all over the world. In view of the Jewish perse­
cutees' urgent need of aid and the inevitable delay that occurred between 
the signature of the Five Power Agreement in June, 1946 and the funds 
actually becoming available, AJDC paid for operations under the appro­
ved projects out of its own funds and was reimbursed by the Organi­
zation. The projects of JAFP concerned the resettlement and establ.ish­
ment in Palestine of victims of persecution who were admitted legally 
into that country after 14 June 1946 and before the end of the British 
mandate. During that period about 43,000 persons who could have 
been eligible within the terms of the Reparation Agreement were legally 
admitted to Palestine. IRO later reimbursed JAFP for the temporary 
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maintenance and part of the re-establishment costs of ahout 39,000 per­
sons. 

Again under the terms of the Five Power Agreement, ten per cent 
of the funds accruing to the Organization were to be made available 
for the rehabilitation and resettlement of non-Jewish victims of perse­
cution. The work of the voluntary societies on behalf of these victims 
has naturally been smaller than the work on behalf of the Jewish per­
secutees. Disbursement has been made by the following societies which 
have been appointed 	by the Organization: 

U.S. Committee for Care of European Children 
International Social Service 
World Council of Churches 
Comite International d'Aide aux Intellectuels Refugies 
Unitarian Service Committee 
The Vatican Migration Bureau. 

Payments were normally made after examination of individual cases. 
They have covered the cost of transport and resettlement of about 
2,000 persons in France, The Netherlands, Sweden, United States of 
America and other countries, as well as the medical care and mainte- . 
nance of others prior to resettlement. 
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CHAPTER VII 

Supply and Transport 

Supply 

The Organization purchased more supplies in 1948/49 than in the 
previous year. All told, commodities costing $24, 162,697-a 10 per cent 
increase over 1947/48-were bought by the Organization during the 
year. The exhaustion of surplus military and ex-UNRRA stocks which 
had been turned over to IRO was one factor which made increased pro­
curement necessary. Another was the adverse interpretation by the 
United States Element of the Bizonal Authorities of an agreement bet­
ween IRO and the Commander in Chief of the European Command, 
U.S. Army. The interpretation concerned the amount of supplies to be 
drawn from the German economy to assist refugees in the U.S. Zone. 
This point, however, was discussed by IRO and the U.S. officials con­
cerned, and, under a new interpretation, an increased amount of supplies 
will be available to IRO from the German economy. 

Of all purchases made during the year, $8,677,408 worth were paid 
for in non-convertible currencies. These items were bought from coun­
tries which had paid -their contributions to the Organization in non­
convertible monies. Because such markets are limited it was necessary 
to plan procurement farther in advance than is usually the case in order 
to ensure delivery at the time the supplies were needed. IRO's success 
in this direction is shown by the fact that of all supplies bought in the 
last six months of the year, 43 per cent were paid for in currencies of 
limited convertibility, in comparison with 35 per cent of purchases for 
the year as a whole. 

As in 1947/48, IRO cooperated with voluntary societies by procuring 
food and other supplies needed for summer camps run by them for 
refugees' children in Germany, Austria and Italy. 

In the Middle East, IRO stopped its direct care and maintenance 
programme and turned over its stocks of supplies, without charge, to 
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Office Memorandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
,/ 

TO / UNA;Fi. - Files DATE: April 23, 1951 

FROM m;t. /h - H. C. Martin ~ 

SUBJECT: e pa ration Payme ntC', to mo as of April 20 , 1951. 

As of April 20, 1951 the Bituation with resf'3 ct to reparation 
pa yment s to TIt. under Article G of the Paris Conference on HeparL·.t ions 
a nd the 'ive ?o1'.'er Agreement on Repars.tions ·· '.:1s as follO" r : 

A. External assets 

.:~2 5, 000 , 000 was allocated IF. O from Ger llan ext2rnal assets in 
ne utral countr ie s . Of t his .,12,500 ,000 had been obtained from S'ffe den 
anrl ' ~ 5,OCO, OOO f rom S'I" i tz -?r land, a total of?l7,500 , 000 . ",,7,500, 000 
" J S still due; $4, 000 ,000 is supposed to be obta i ned under the :i:>ortu­
RUes '~ ll.c cord [lnd n , 500 , 000 lmder th8 ;-::'Vl iss-Allied Accord. There 
. !'!Jears t o 1~ little chance of any flmds beine' realized fro~ -~W 
PortU!T1.l.eS 8 Accord, and ne .:ot.ia tions ',1'ere t hen under1i'l y in ~ on 
th S fiss-Allied Accord. 

B. Eeirless h.8sets 

iiccording to r. • Seymour J. [cubin, ITl. O has l' a li Z8(1 virtually 
nothinp if not abs 01utely nothing from heirless asse t s in neutral 
c ountries. He says he knows of no country which has turned over a nv 
heir1es,s aSS!3ts to IRO under this formula. ·.rr . cubin sta t ed t ha t the 
Je l''' i sb Restitution Sncces s or Organizations (JST.. O) have, however, 
r e ceived the equivalent of from ~1,500 ,000 to ',l>2 ,000 , OOO from heir Ls3 
a s sets in Germany under Ge rman restitution laws. 

C. Non-monetary Gold 

According to :vJr. Rolbe in, lll.Ci 's s a bs a ge T' t i n lew York for non­
moneta r :r gold, mo has realized arproximate ly :$3,5ClO,000 from t he s a l e 
of non-monetary ~o ld allocated to it. ______ _ ____ 

., 
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IBoom OLA,SSI::tIED • 55"GI 

TOO: 16161'1.or a IS! RIO' B D !OR: 1'7016'1.1 Of ..... .- .... -- .. .... --- ­-
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!eO FOR AO!IOI: ar.rO USFE! i'OR MClURDl', tJS1rA lOR OI."A,K 

, Wl-856e2 

fh. folloWing, reoe1wd trom the state. War and ••.". D l' it.. 
n • is t 'orwarded tor lOur 1.nfol"llAt1cm and Suid8no.: 

1. You will make available on aemaA4 to lUll aocredite 
l'eprelJ nt.ti.... ot 1nte:rlO",errDlAtntal oo.s.tt•• oa 7et ua••• -<ZGO }
all valuable personal ~ro.pe", . whioh repreBenta loot 8e1••4 or 
,obtained under dure.,. fro. :po11tical. raoial. Qr rel1c1oua Tic 
of &1 Gover.aa.D't or it•• t 111 aOTe~n'. r nat10Dal 
thereof which ... or Ul lwreafte:r 'be fOlUl4. • 1M4, o~ ~.o t 
Y U FET or ~7 local ~thor1t1•• &otiDc under direotion or oontrol 

of US '0 c,_. aubje" to tOllowiq' oon41tlojla: 
A. ,thai pro)lerQ' , CJ&DMt be r ••t1ntH to fOTernm nt 

pur8u.an~ to g-IIVial .ov 19-'5 ,anc1 n-tl22-& Jlaroh ,... .a amend d 
and modlfi.~ ., oontrol council aotlon, Decauae '.termination of 
nat10ual on.in 1.. 1mpraotioa1.

J. ~t property oannot be restored to law:tuJ. own rs 
Ullder lan in force in plao where preaenU, found aither c :u 
1 wfuJ. own baa a1.4 or 0•• ed to tzlllt withou", 18,&1. auoc.a or 
or beoauae d erm1nat1on individual owner8h1p 1. raoUoal. 

O. That oWZlerah1p 1ntereata in ...al proper,"" loaated in 
1"I'~.l..~NY and 'erman Ourrenol or ins1'rumenta of exahange pay ble 1 

orman Ourreno1w111 be axceptea.
D. !hit· Jewish booke, manu. oript8. and literature 0 

tural or ~el1g1oua ~ortano.' Will be aoc$p;_ and aiapos 4 
pursuant to ••p&rate direot1ve. 

:I. that detailed inventory and tentative agreed Taluat i 
will be made of propert7 8ubjeot to traaafer to llOK here under , 
and tranater Will be ...4e upon .ign1ng of ~o1nt 1JlTentory whi 
shall be mad_ part ot reoeipt. 

2. You will peru1; pro,. rt7 tranaferred here under to be 
roved fro. GlSlUU.liY or AUSTIlI.l or to be sold t herein if paymen 
oan be made out.i4. GERMABY or AUSTRIA 1u aooeptable ~orei 
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t or coAt"l of f oreign ttx",,",K.I.f!.v 
to nd tha ~a:&o~1UoUI&t ad ther.~rom by I CR. 
currenoy. 

3. You will. ••ek to obta1A cont:rcl c:01U1 11 - ement to 
position pvauan:' '\0, ttell'lll8 of t hi, d1reo'UT. ef trlY prop r 

dl po 1"10n ot which 18 reaeJ,llYi t oontr 1 counoil . Inn prior 
o oh ement 70&1 will 11: er'theleea ueouw dire oUve d you 

:y a dv1•• other repr Bell't.U • of control auihori 't7 that IOU are 
doing 	so punuan' to obl 11at10 .-_ SSWI , 117 JOur nrnmeJ1t in su.b­
cri ing to IS e ent on repar tiolUl. 

4 . lbtpr e a ion ·Valuabl e peraonal propertl'" u U ed 1n para­
ph 1 of ~a directiv••h&ll b. ;ll11ierpe. Delude 0 dinary

i t Qf flueai~ure. CIlo'th:! UCt and other pereonal pro rty ef 811 11 
i ntrinsi o TalU and to 1l'lol U. illY' euab. i t ua of un on ftltte . 
In d t erJlli.Da 10. o:f J~.Q~oal.1V of 1delltif1oat1on purauant to 

r gra ph 1. arqrapa A an4 B. of "'hi diree-ti'" :regard shall 


t 

e had to eDent of eommingl iJlg nth o~.r p:ro,. _4I1t:f1ouJ.ty 

d 'xPenae of 'e, ent1Dat1oA at ari80n with Talue
.:ret, ill 
pr operty. .ul property, e1 4 he:re1a, W:1l1 coulder 4 
fal ling Within th.l e tire 11van4 Will _. •• lane t o IG 

unless aya1lable .ertd8ll.o. Qlearlly 18 OOJL~Y. YOll will 
tabllah 8uch adm.1n1at t1'Y. u ch1n*rJ •• mq1te naoesaarl' to 

xecut. thi. air Qt~v. pr tiT and .ff.c~1~17. 
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NAL ARCHIVESAT niE NATIO .)0 .DUCEDREPRO. .' RG 

HQ U' SFOPCES 'EUROP,EAN THEAT~R ~ 

, ./ ,_~ _. AFF MESS~GE CONTROl.. ," JY;; , 
INCOMING . CLASSIFIED MESSAGE I"" ~ iJ ", 

Sl-!:CHET 

uSP:~'r MAIN 736/30 

'TUE 301730A NOV 

.i ~ () LJ TIN E 

AGH.AR F.ROl'~ .JOIN'l' ChIEf.'S UP ST.!H'F 

OCT US FORCES elF UCCUPATION j',U3T1UA MAIN rro 
CLP,.RK, USl"Brl? I'IL4IN rEu r,1Cl\AE NEY 

I, ' .' 

, ' 

1. This directive, rec81vedf~om the state: 
\.,fl;l./' and Navy Depa:C'tme:O,ts, 1s issued, to you as Commander tn 
Ch i .::: ,f I US Z0118 ot' (Occupation; AUSrrRI,A (GEtUil.l\NY) and US r-le,m~ 
b e:!' f tIle Allied Co.u.i1c ll: AUS'I'RIA {GER{'J7..ANYL '. 

You uill seele to obtain agreement. in the Con~ 
t::, o J. Counc;.l to the applica.tion· in the other Zones of Occupa= 
'G )_o.:.. of th(:~ policies 1c.id dOHn tn this Di:c'8ctive c Iff in 
7.ro ll:' jud,;oment l it appe[~rs lmpos sible to o~tain Quadrlpart i te 
3grc ement , you will explore the possibilities of Tripartite 
ag~'G '.mont ~ppllcable t(l~,h8 3 'Fest.er'n Z0.[1·::;8 a.nd mal{c approp .. 
" ' 18"'- rocol' !l'1 P j'1C'IR:-'IOD'" -L" O t}'le · Tr,.J·Il~·' C..... l·",f·s 0.1'''' 3 ':-'-'£'r'"- ......... ..;.# J ,; ... ; ..... .l.'-' .... ~'"L.!..v_~ ... w · '" c.,.;v' ._ ..... .:. ... V"'. ""t-L" 


You uil1 p:r·oceed uith tho Cl.)pl:Lcl.1t:Lon of' this 
D l~~ c t ive in your own zone even prior to agroement a provlded, 
howo ~ert thatrestltution of property defined in Paragrap hs 
:2 C :~nd ~ D rTil1 be effected onlY'lIhcm t.h') :eetUl"n of 8uch 
p I'O!.) .rty is certlfied t ,.1 the e,p '~:)l'lOpI.. tHtG ::,"cp:-:>csentative of 
tho. clatmant coun.t.ry 'GO IJe u1"'ge,nt.].y 1"8quL:oc1 for' t).18 1"'e-

SMC r - l '7 L~ 

SEC.RECP COpy NO j 

THIS MESSAGE MAY BE HANDLED AS CORRESPONDENCE OF LIKE· CLASSIFICATIO~ WITHOUT 
PARAPHRASE PER EXCEPTIONS PARAS 44g AND Ms., AR 380-~ , 
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S E C .. T 

/ (~r\'''' ''' ·t·'1 t:t0 :-) Ij rr",-J;1F"l' "" .r.,.-\ v ·..I. ll. U . ..l. '\:.; _ . .,~ l. I•.J.C' . _1WiT' NO 

-h~ 1):0.:1~ ';-..!':':. Lon a ud X' 8 COilS tJ:'UC t:~O{l of 3C1Jd Q ou.nt}~~r. T~1:~ !.'0 8 ." , '­

~, ll ·; :i..on ::: r..!u:U n ot be clola,/c c.l. on t he) C OQ,J,n Ci. 1:_.J.,.:!, t :L CC1:J ::n '"'\.j ..! · '., 

i.>o 1 ( ~ 3 t :L '~lJ " : lou L:':' 8 n oeLl.eel t.o ln8 ,:-;'( t h:3 J ~ l l. .L t,,:}.:cy OI' _, j, ',,' ·i.l ),~:n 
Z" A ~1 1.1 J .l"'0 !i1el1 ~~ 3 In I~.ny 2: ~jnO o f 8 ('. C I.:r i:il:, :i.() II D :( "::-;·~;.dc (J·',h,' C, 1.\1 :,-: , 
('·,':l ': !(.': o~· t :~ ~a.nS I)O:l') ·t f~·:' ·, ~. o.n CCJ L"' i "[) ';i1Cr l 'C j:·; '·:~ r, t:L t,'J'\.r iCI_i~ r. !~,J.. :r t ·(. , :~" . ' ~ ( ' 

..:.. S :Cl o t 'to :~ · ; OCl l .C~j C;:'l r..,l.1 1 ~ · JJ J. c tr· L1.X_ ~~f.. o ~~;,;:, [;~·t lox::. :.., \..) 1() ... · .~ tL.:·.' .... ! . ~\.~ ".t 

-"" 01' :nt l:i.. t. n· ('y dCf,J.oYilicn ·::, o.[~.c~ ['01. riJ:'-' ~:; O ~ ::: '3 u f \:,~lC! ( ·,:, ,":1'-;'. ;, (. ).' .. 

inG ll~d:i...n_~ c. h ::; l' E.: l ~ 07,,, .. 0: :'.n:cL:::;-,.:e J .:.\l ·q }_.).ilt <': :.lL1 8q· '.:1-":_:l ·i.:. >, 
:;:' 0 ~k~1.'a t ton , 

:l 'TE ,IS SUB,n!;C ~r '.ro r.I!$J1ITUl.'}J1L 
. ... ~-tL= _··i____ "' ·_·_·_ .. -.:.-____ ·__ __·- '~ - - .··_~ "'

~~., HiL:lU l'l~ pI !~ j i..". cHcei..;o t he rOL,::ul ~. t lt:m ," [; 
d~!' initivc T'(:~~ ·:':' L:.ut:l. on P :L'01'J..Hl ., t h e 1'ol. 1 01'r1'1g C8, V '::.;o:·: !.'-.,.:J r:" 
"O i ' lDt- j" '~ '," ' Ill -I 1 "' ~'" ", r tCF' i ill iT! ~ C' \ ::('8 h8 sub J-' e ro 'C t ', .'1" ,", 
__ .. ..:; .., . \. .. 1,.-;. .... . _ . ' _ • -: . -:- Y .... J ,.. ...... "" • .,' .....J ._ _:..J , ,.. 
~ Llt J, C ,n in ·J.c(:':.n' On,l1C 8 u .:,:ch ttr.e In~ o~1 :"- ,::: ._ 0.i1:3 o f ·;:'.11s · 1·'ect 1. 71., ; 

1\" . A1: ';" .. ~ ' 1'' '.?;,'4 0 1·~ 8 ( I f '.;. lY~ [l.ul c.el{:l ~.~ C·i .0 0:::l 
2~ C L~ ~S~ ~7 ~C~~~NY ; 

B ~ '(';0:-:-'1(3 0:::""' art Emcl ('. '1 tcu',],J u o:t>l :} ,::,y' 
-I."t.h '?:r' _ 8 .. ,_;10\.1:"' _, c~l~t i ~l t :l C :, d O CtuE0nt~,,:r :y. sc · o l a sU.c 01' h :L::. ·· 
t.n:::'lc va. } C\U inc l..nr 1i. .·lg, [I, ;:; 1-7811 a s l'Cc og.n i.ze d. H01: k .s o f tl. !:'t . 

:; .,··:h :J1' ~ j " S t s 8.fj pare mUD teal inst!' I.lJi'l0 n ~,.:; " b 10ks nna IUOTU ' 

:~ :: :, ·l",:.ts , s (; l e .n.t i.? 1.c .o cLml().nt ~:~ c f' <.~,.n h i:Jc o\·-:i. e 01" . c u l ' :.1.c "a'l n:" 
i:; LU", ( 2•. .Ct a ll ob Jc r~tn w;3 u,9.11 y foun r) 1..n n~. 1..~8cu_ms ., (;o l l" "' l:.::~)Ni . 
· . il:~ i:; F' :;:· les" and h :'. G1.:. 01""'_':: E~:r. :r..! h~ vcsJ :Lc: (-:) .Lr~ .L:r l(! d. '"" S h l:.l. 'J i n< 'JJ:J:~r; 
l o0t8~ or'. '-''C,..ll·l'' : ~...' · ~ .J~ ~ j'). " rl"TLI r ''l ''C :··~,h'f'. n"'\ ' ~. "" '" c ''Jr~''-J_ ''''/''1....... ':1 '1 ~..(l ( • •\ ll<:_ ! · ·li ~ l j ;_ , · · , ....
-- ''''''1. ' { ~J. ~""I. IC .;'1 · . 4_ " ~ .. h '" I _~ \".:.!. .... _ ._ ' l.. " .. · _ _ I. '.. 

O. ~ ot,hGl"\r;. ~\ e by Ger',mB,n f:<· fr' cm (J '; ~.. t D( £i! .J, '~, ;_cP r~: Olnt;!:d 0 ::; rJ.u:·" :·...' · 
Ge:rl ,~n. occ upa ti. :Jn; 
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