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Ir. Benjamin B. rerel1cz . . . 

JlQ,iew . Rest. aU4)Oe.sQ~ ~rCaJ\:.,,"1on 

.•.0 $6 Ai % p" Jll. q .~X. "~X• 

•.ear Jr. rerenea' .., .' I 

." 1. '1h~. ·l~~;.ll. T.e ~'i~..pW:04pf)ot . 

l.~P~ .~8':I."4a ·Dlre"t9"9f .th

'~~'" .'Q~d.i~'·.l1var~aa P.~lil:,...n'· ......• 

iii....r ••4to a prl),.•.'611;1.0n .~1. Val'.1,.~e 'Gt
pa:t,tf 47 per 0 ent of all ,,.&1.,.11 . ....., 

l~..a..:n.qat~on. ~O,'rM..1 ,o'l),r. " 

aadeQnl, to Ithoe. th.I,~U.:re'o 


", . ' 1 wond!er :wheth..r you have 
'~s .&t't$%'. . 

.' .:,. ;AlthG~.~ .~.18 .•. p'~f2.t)aJ.-4 
lt~ ~.8e.':\fl.l11de '.•,on 1IAe 

t ~(;Ul.ea'e••_lob.ao'.". ~ 
!~,,/ ..3. 1J1d7OU :rea4{:tla •.•~:C1.l.e, ..' 

...... , ,.::I~:~~:;s~:1;~;m~lu1:~ffhlf,Ve . 
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WhU.~ in BlOo. yeateJ'dq.X lean.e4that the ISG' :reCOmmend,atlou on l"$lIJtltuiioa 
have rece~tly £l)1l8 forWard tG their "8peOt,-~ pverDll't8n:tl. an.! that tlle "Os of the 
;SGo#tld;, mat tart, comp1etect•. · Our nest tIlOve' abaul4 b. to get the State Dept.

,toct...,. out Mr.. Webbt 8 p~m1ee \hat the trewiehorganisatlona wouicl" eonau1t.ed 

.a~ '0 obtaia a ~P7 0.1 the1J',ecoJll,ll8nda.tlou. . 


'}~ . . .' .. ... ' I.'" ,. " 
~ .

f, '.' 4';f'~aa I. cd p'her (at¥l J_9.t$~'!lI.l'8)/the re."mmendat~on.ptc.)vl_ for.8 
·~;;';.l

Jo1.~_~.~ :pt)Vrl>"Ql8tl~_'of ona'",~••!1ta.tly.. of e!lf.oh of thtl A11~.4po.rt; 8Jf'4 \'
!~o Ge,,~. t.JI!,.t~tl4l ()fthe~_~A"ll,.,. ~rtl.~m1...e8 by 1;he Oel"Jlalia tor the 


. tet8#~~. o.ttl\epl'e~••'lAvs, M~,t$ii",~ ~reUt fal't)1e preval).~ltg~s!onllJl 


.:.r=~'~eo.:~:=:!:r:;O:i=a=:~.~:;a!!~ !! ::t:i:a:t:../
I. do ., ~.. otartl' flpc1a1 supemeo17 ma.1ae~ ...eo......· -

A4rt~1:og We call' do to stall the .%SI nC01lUll$nclatl&1lltna golM.into .effect 
would be \0 ou a4~tage~ Mr. McClo7 reeentq made so-. fiM8"eche8 ~lJml' 
fteal'Ud$.q,raall;.lt,.· wldeh mesAS the Gel"!l'l.!!U18 DIl1S~ 11rst_oilat,a~. theb' ",pt: .tG be 
cona1a.e.taa .equal, In &lIT 11814. tn, thl 1'$._01 "stJtlltto-. a,Uot _.Iile.lons 
b:~ve 4emoaBt;ra~d tbat,he":bave n@t~",d. therl,pt' to ,~~"t8" a••qnala. in aqr••XI.... Mr. aeClay' II ,tat-emente tc _ DB the 16tb allo, ..n~ lie .~1l to s\1g6G'" 
p11~tiag o;a. the·b~e. C(j.mpletfiJlr' a!ld.oppo,l.Dg e:t'fJJ7. UI1I.VG~l>le. a.~.~. ~1 t>he18C1 ' 
"po".'!'he VOft$ 1ibatcan nappeD. 1. t~~ 0'\11" ~eY' vt~l not )e ac~p.~4 ~f1. at. 
be.,~ ve will succeed in caul1ng aD e,4d1t10IlAl de1«v"lJlvte" .of .~ »fb"rieu$ memo­
l'aadaltWDDtlc:!lQV.W far "'8' ce.ngebadE toa le.8cond:Uato.17J1()81Uon but even 

... Jt we mast :ae~:pt the mi_a oo\U't~ we should. sttl1 1nsist u.JlO~ .an elaborate aa:4 co.... 
. J#,leate4,:(awltbt4 consuming) aupe:rvl1017 maohiner.v "hi.. the t~, goTeJ"lUll8nte Vill 


'have toeonstdeZ' and (diSCIl8S bet'ore approaeh1DC the h1"l!lal18 on ,be subJect of re­
. at! tlltiOn. 


\ 

\ 

\\ 
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May 22, 1961 

Mr. Benjamin B. Ferencz 
HQ.llewt... Rest. Successor Organization 
APO 696 A, cf 0 P.M. J N. Y. J N. Y. . 

Dear 	Mr. Ferenoz: 

I justreoelved your two oonf1dent1al letters of May 
18 add.resaed to Ell (File 3410 and 3410 (1101). 

I agree wi th you that your meeting with McCloy was 
very s1gnif1cant•. It he only carr1es out his prom1se ooncern­
ing the bulk settlement, 1 t would alreadY be· a great suooess. 
As to the .overall· problem of rest1tut10n, more 11'1111 bere­
quired than sympathy and understanding because the oppoal tion· 
to the program on the part of the Germans is mounting from 
day to day and the willingness of the Allies to oounteraot it 
has not iJeentoo vigorous. They live1n a tool's parad1se 
out of whioh they are awakened by oertain events· (theGerman . 
reaction to the IILandebergers, II the success of the nea-Nazis 
in Lower Saxony). Unfortunately, these event~ do not seem tti 
impress too muoh our American friends J although ·they appear to 
have shaken the Bri tishers in their intention to go all along
with.the USA: 

(a) 	 the British did not follow the Landsberg example; 
(b) 	 they seem to realize the strength of Nazism and 

appear to have beoome less enthusiastio about tull 
German sovereignty; . 

(0). 	 the British .have just set up a Commission to 1n- . 
vestigate and report on the operation of MGLaw No.5~ 
in their zone. . 

The last item is still oonfidential•. I was informed that 
this Commission was set up by me warrant of May 17 "to examine 
the progress made in the disposal ofolaillls under Law 69 in the' 
British Zone. of Germany, to asoertain the causes of any delays 
in the disposal of such c.laills and to make recommendations con­
cerning any action. which might be taken. by the UK High Commie­
.sion prior to the relinquishment of reserved power 1n. the . 
field of· resti tut10n to remove or reduoe the causes of any· de­
lays in the disposal of claims. " .. . 

The Commission consists of JUdge Denis 0' Sullivan, Mr. 
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Easterman (our political director in London) and Prof. Norman Bentwich. 
was told that &llmUIk the Conmiss.ion will probably meet for the first 


time on May 30 in Germany. Would it be advisable, in your view,to 

press Washington for suoha Commission? 


. I consider the appointment of the Commis.ion to be a signifioant 
event provided its purpose is fulfilled. 

At the same time I was informed that in the view of the British 
Foreign Office there is no pressing urgency for us to make representa­
tions to the Allies because the discussions with the Germans will· 
take Ulany months.· Their polio)" 1s apparently to s eoure the maximum 
obligatIon on the part of the Germans to satisfy theolaims of the 
viotims of Nazi perseoution and to maintain the maximumposelbl.e oon"!' . 
trol by the Allies withln the 11mits of the oontraotualagreement•. 
However, doubts are expressed as to the posslbillty of an internatlonal 
supervisory aU thority. 

loan agree with you as to the advisability of stalling ~e ISGls 
recommendations. My view has always been that we ought to beAadamant 
as pO!3sible on maintain1ngthe present status in. restitut10n matters. 
However, the others did not seem .to have. aooepted th1sview being 
anxious to present ,somethlng whioh might appeal to the Alli.esatld the 
Germans.· As you know, our memorandum to Webb did not o.ontain any suoh 
proposals - I wa.s utterly opposed to them and succeeded in obtaining 
Joint approval. I· do know that . you submitted inforilially the "Paris II 
proposal on the mixed Commlss.1on and. the G:erman-Allled High: ''''ourt, 
but I do not believe that w,rare bound in any way tlilf by these propos":,,,
als. 	 .. . 

. The only doubt I have 1s Whether the governments will rthaveto 
consider and discuss II our proposals"before approaching the Germans on 
the subject of restltution" as you seem to be confident. 

I have not yet heard anything .about .the Pari.s dif3cussiorB and the 
..	decislon reached there. It Is thereforiimposslbl~. for me to· say at 
present What suggestions We could or sliould· make. I believe that all 
these problems will hav.e .to wait until El1 and Maurioe. have ret.urned. . 
and we have had an opportunity to revlew the Parisdeoisions· and to 
see whether we must be c.onsldered bound by them. 

With best regards, 
. 	 . . 

Yours Sincerely I .. 

. Nehemiah Robinson: . 
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as. ... 1II1g11t. beulptul 1fi'gettiDI the program thI'tNgh lJucc••tull,y" , 
& OODDeott.oa nth' our btllk ••t.u__t. ettorte. he lIent. eo tar .. 
t.o 8&1 \IM\:\ h••o~ toll t.he lI1a18t.J'8' ~.ident that. Jua woul4 uat. 
ott, aU ECA ai.4, aDd vo1,l.1d l"td'u.. to aurrencler asV' of tbe r-aeJ"ftd. . , 
,..n _tU all 01' ttnirobllpUoMt.o the JRSO ad in ceameotlQ1l, 

. 1I1t.b/the ,,_U-'''1oa pi::-ogrb ._rall1 ....re matt. fie urged .. ,81111pl;y
to Itrt.hil'lD__a\ aH J'1CI:o.lre4 u4 pl'oa1aed hi. tun II'N~. ' 

I \b1Dt tbe JIOItt1Dg ..... a .,er.r1llD1t1cant ODe .DOt. oDl7 
lJe..... ol t.be '*' 8:,..'. aad \UldeHteDdins aproe••a bJ' 
.... KaClo,y &at ala., b."J4lA88, I ... the able b 'uY1ee tau prtnolpal 
.tatt ......... ot tbe B;lgb Caarr1saloDtlrt s .tateaeDtl 1D th1a r.prc5. • 

.	..... *'tbeTw1U nce1vwa tulln,port ,lv.. the low_ acbelos 
tM "...... t. qalok'11' taQ t.he .tepa 'llJhioh we urge aDd, wb1cb are 
.....Ulll to.,. ev IDCOI1&l. 'be illplGetat.1on of lIr.lcCl07'. ' , 
pro.... V1Ube C4l"1'1l~ out 011 the lGIrer level but after 1fI1 tI.lk ' 
w1t.b biB, I IM1 tr...udousl;r reuluNCI'tbat. .. an CoUll\ upon hi. 
eoapl.etct bac1d.q i.D cleu.l1D& nt.h ~I' 18&jor" probleu. 

~~. 
B&tlJAI4I B. RRIfJICZ' 
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New York 16, N. Y. 
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June 8th, 1951 

To: 'JRSO Eieqtitl:veO~mtnittee 

FrnJn;~li Rock: 

We a1',e seridingyi'lu ~tt~ched ,thefcrllowingq.qcumeIlts; 

a) A '9~lf-~:x:p+~n!'1.t':l:rY le:tter frnl!lt;hE!lr~n ()ley Merka,z :Eur~Pa, deal-": 
ing'w1,tl1 th~lri:YceIiY; req'lle13t for an ,all(')cationi->n't'he part of the Council for 
the Protec.tion of't,he:,Rights "l1ld Intere<;ts of Jew"s,ftnmGetmnny .. 

b) A letterirom Mr. ,Ferencz de'3cribihga s!3ttlement, r:cent.1Y re~~hed; 
with the Berlin Je,W1,sh Gemeinde. This se ttlel'll9nt will be subml. tted for appro­
val to the 'forthchllling meeting of tte Executive enIDl'li ttee. 

This will confirm that a meeting of th~ ExecUtive', Commi ttee has oean 
scheduled to take place onWednesday, June 13th, ;a.t4:00 P.M., ,at the ["Iffiee 
':If the JOO. ' 

Eli Rnck: 

ER:AU~ 
Ene. 

,'.. 

MEMBER ORGANIZA~lOiV!r ;';, )1", 

iumsJCAR JEWISH COM:MJTTEE ',' " AGUDAs ISBAEt wol'li» OBGArriZATiON wOaW )'EWlSH CONGREss' ,CO:aNCn. FOB THE 
PBOTECTlOlf OF THE BIGHTS Am> nnEJlESTS OF n:ws nOM GERMANY BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BamSH n:ws', CENTlIAL 
COMMITTEE , OF", LllIEllATED ,JEWS IN, GElIMAlfY CONsm REPBESElfTArIF DES )'UIFS DE FRANCE' CENTRAL BIUTlSH FUND 
)'XWISH AGENCY 'I'OB' P~TI~ '~' Alo(E!llCAN JBwlSH JOINT DISTluillnION COMMItTEE, INC. .' JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION. me. 

IJn'EBESSEN:vlmTRE'ft1HG ISBAEtlTISCBElI KULTVSGEMEINDEH Dr THE U. s: ZONE-OF GEBMAlfY ANGLO·)'EWlSH ASSO,CIATIOH 

------------------~-------------OPERATING AGENTS------------_____________________ 
JEWlSB AGENCY FOB PALESTINE • ' AM'tluCAR )l:WlSB Jonrr DISTRlBV'tION COMMITl'E'E. INC.. JEWISH CULTimAI. RECONSTRUCTl()H. IRe. 
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IRGUN OLE! MER[{AZ' EUROPA 

r ",~e~>":,,Av:~v, ~5, Ram1Jam ~t.t P.O~B. l~O 
, ::." ~ ~ 

,"'. :' 

" ",: 

'''.'>? h _,....,,~.':',:,:,<:',:~, . """,'~, ': ',,: ./ ;;.:. ',__ ' '", 

.The.Bo.~l'<i -o.r.'DiI'~ctor"r,·i . 
A'merig~ '~~¥~~:D.is.tri»ilt'ioh !Comrrit'tte e, 

.: \.,' :~~f,:~~~~~~;,!~~~~t~ ... ." ...,." 
Ge,ntJEimeIl: 

"'~f'~'" ft,", " ":·~,"r'" . """ ,:.>,'::.?',' 'e ." ,," 	 :,' ",-, 'o , •• :_,',,- ••••• " "'. ," 	 ' 

"':j!rhe Ir~, Jle,J.. ~~I'lc~~:~l';Qpa,as'~fie9r.g.~,rii ~at:ion('(fJ~wsfrbI!lC~.ntral'EUz.:o.pe. 

·····~;:·~·i;~~tl~i :·:,~.r~~~~~~,~~~*~~~:.;.,·"~h.~:if,~~~~,~i,~~:,i~;~!!i:~!~;':~;:~·~:·~~)f!~;fo!~e .. 
qf'Je>W~ .t:,;dm::G€rma~:tn)~fij:~~l;JSA1~:rine·';()f. th~ 'FotiilaetOrgtUi1;zat\:l:on~ ;'(0.£ the 

~~:h~&~9t~f:t~·~:t~y:~t~,~lt>;(~~#.{,~~,~~~~i,~.~~,S~~~~f~!:~~·it.:·~~f~!;i~~::~:'~='t~:as 

.:a9~rg;:()f+?ir.ep~9,:r~,:(;)ft.llC?AtT'D9'·:t'O ·:tb,eqiies~ton .bf':tne:liel.:rles$prq:perty Of tl1e 
·.fh.frri~:r Get1ila.:q: J:eWs."lqii~."CilAAc:i,l/'na.s;,alt.e.~aY.:'applied· ··~b;.tlJ.E3;.tfRSO·f.j~w.isl;l: .. Rf;!.~ti­
tutioJl$uc¢es sorQrg~~i~~:t;i.()B');top;ta:ce at.' its dis:p(),~l~/1!';g9% ·9f1ts.e;ltlr~ ~n­

.;9'olJ1.~J?.'r.,~h~!liitW!3~::i3.6~, '+!i~' '. Cqunci1! ~,Orgl:i:~izati~ns •.' . 'W,e "'he r~with pegtosupport 
.tlle'<C'9UhQ~):'s·'appj;,t~t:~9ni:';: . ".- .;: ,;,. i.,.,." " ", ."\': 
.'. . . 

T.h~.Je~H*lxle'4ay: a.p.d;t:4~.A5fP9·l3!ld 'll\lmerqus other..bqdi~st aJilO~::~~~~' theai~~~' 
ll(en·t~oneliCoUrnci{L.hfJ.ve'i~~c>uA!;J;~~t1:l:e·,~Sq:f9rtl}E3 AIn.erica~. Zone o,fGermaIlY, and 
tIl: CCloperl:Ltion ..lith{~~ :C~~tI'a.l:BrltishFllndthe.r~wi~ Trust Corporation for 
the ll.:r:i.t.~'shZoue ;q:t';'Qit~:n,&l'tb ':wir~\le" .t'l1e·:testit\l.ti~ll of Proper~y of the former 
J;ewtsh.CbminUiiities.tp..Ger~ny a;ndtl1!3 ,h~irlElsf.lpropertyOf 'the~r:m,a:l1 .rews.' . 
A rter:'l}i;i'iing Wo rlC~a:·:tpf:;-a: .;p:u:mo,Eir:.o'f ;y'e.arsi'h:tn~{AIIl!,')r:i.ca,n .Zon,e ~l}<i:ona;ccount~ 
of • t.his ·f~c'~·bei:rtg;i'1i'·po~/ses;$in h.bf,:re's~t:~tut,ed,propertYt JRSO' h,~s :sU;G,ceei:ded in . 
re1i9l.1irig .ij. global settlement witl:l the GovefriIi1ent o·iRe ssen. Thi~ agreement; 
pl~ces fqi' the first tinie>l:9::rge·y.: funds at .the disposal of JRi;l'O.' . 

'flles,e '''!}1ms,.bi'igina,te :from fn~mer public' and individual property of the Jew.S in 
... rGElrmal\Y~ ..Whi:lefuliy"appreciatingthe e:ffortsand achievem,erits Of the Je,,,1'I;;h 

\~: 

WO::t'ld,.Q.fgariiza.~inris.~'hich have dnne sn : much to llfllp the Germa:p.Jews since f 

19J).;;U(t wh~Ch:h~v~ ,*~,<ie.th~:w()ri<:o:fJ.:R$O.in Gei'IIlaWPossibie, the actual· heirs 
I)f~Ms.pro:p~rty,: the German Jews,mUst be permitted to plaimafiad.eq~te. share' 
ofthe·-re'stitilted~prnpertY'forthelr;nwn,·g:peci·fioretluireJ)lents •.;Various.....partie.s . 
.:PUt;,~hEl~t:.:.:~l~Jm,:fo.t'W'.a.,:r;g.;,:,:,:I3,:y.t;J t~~,~.h~})rg~.nizat.inn.. of fnpner Germitl. J.ElWS .that.. 

. Js .privile.ge(rtocl~imprid:rfty; al3tt crlncernstlie inheri£ance:6fGe:rmanJewry ~ 

,TheJ~ws'irom Geri'!lr"lDy, whn largelybelnngedtothe academic and free profElssions 
... 	nr·even.thenwerepensioners,wer~ M.ndicl3.pP=ld QY, sOlT!l3.ny .ob~tacles~h:3. t a large 


percE!utage (If them, being .inan '1dva.Il(~ed age at the time of .their emigratt'on;~got 


... 
lover! 
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~nto l'('3~1 stress alld sti111ive in dire~;~d.i.. Th~1r special claim forh~lp 
and suppnrt out of the funds of the~r former cttmrnuni ties cannot be' denied•. To 
bring about a,\ra<Uca.1 change Of t~lr cnndition is neither in the power of 
Public Institutions nor tn that of vl'IluntarySelfaid-Organizations.,· The advanced 
age nfthese people must nt')t be overlMked I1.ndtherefore a large number pf Jews' 
frnm. GernY:l.IW are' -incapab;);e Of doing any wnrkandaccn!'d!Dtgl>,liveingl"~~t' qiB­
tress. TherlEl is an absence nf !l1eansfnr..t!,t~irl'll::lirrt.,e.~p.c'~,tt:l)rth,El~, !9~~;()f. t,he 
old ana. sick andfol"cnn$tructive helptn tMse t whti 'c(';ulctstl11·J)e~~~fi'~~,a.·· . 
in.to working and usefuJ, ci t.lzens. Furtherl!ll'll'('3 the new il'l'.mlgrants. ',~h~;:,',c~e:after 
the war from ShaDghltitGer1!l.;'1.I1Y and other C0untries t rescuing'tneir'bif.'e·:'liv·es, 

. havetn be takenintri I3.cco1irit. ." 

ThelrgunOl~,j" Me r1<ras~uro~ g,s,·qn..eof~ :,t,p,e, ~in:.p1.l:LI3.l"'S of. J;h~ .qo~l.:~J,tpn"i~ 

rriiiny ,:br~~he;s :;~ll .O,\rer. ·;.t:l1e:,;c~~;~t,~;~n~(,<;(l,u~t~;I%(ly~,r:;~? t Q:OQo!rgJ;tn~,~~d';'me m~~'r~, 

ther'E!'fo,re!req~&:sta:fr)r ,\the{C.?,\m,c~l :~ru.i ~th,~r~W·i;tl}.f(lr,,:it8¢)'f,ah approliriate'.sliare 

out o:£the:~r(3st>i:t1l.-ted ,pe ;i::r.:1~S~: '~:inA" ~?mmi,lr:l.ity:pr.nperty~df~he. iform~,~.;<}e~~n. J~ws .. 


. ' .:.'~e;f~';~p.et.e',for,e.:,a!i>pea1' t.Q '.. ~ th~ •.r:~1"i,Eth)A:ge~c:( :~I+o.;,tb:~, ~.r)l?~ :~.~(r g~ve '.' ~~~1.,r. 97 !l~~l?:~ 
,iflir ,thEl';Boa;r,d ,O'f;;tlleJJLSO.' t.n :~!9S,: ~Jw :r~~olut~()~,~~~ ~i~,tl1€!nl·tQ. a;t~?<;at,e' ,:,~ , 


...··.fif~h (')£:1 ~h:e'r~a.:~d<:P.rQ~rty.fo'1! :th~s0<;ia:t" r.~q1J.ir~l1i~n~s ;Of'r,;fR:r!11~.~perrn~p~e'llr~", . 

. Our, Org.a:nf'zat :iJofi,:,intends .to; 1).se.> it!iJ sha::tj6: f{1r'the;~bovementio~d.~pUrp6see ::~li;: aid 

':of ilillTligrllnt:s in lsrael.;.. . ....,',. "~:, ;~.'\:' " ,:., . 'I,' . :< ..
. ,I' 

"", ,.' 
" ~ '.', 

Wehn~ that. thep.-':l.ssl~' of .the·9il1.'d ~e~~luti('ln wi:il-.,;~ve~·~s:'t).rwfij;f~:'h~t,.s1;e:ps 

in thisdirection.·:····· "' 
. : . ." . 

" ..'.: 

.' .. ,., .. 

..' ,~ 

. :,:: F.·' Naphtali
,,". :...." , ' 

", 
;" ., ',..i..,', '-...; . .,,:/ 

... ,:1:>r..-, .~~ Tra~z:'" """', 

'" ," 

..•• 

~: ," . . . .~ 

' ..... 

i 
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;; 0 P Y HEADQUARTERS 
JEtvI SHRE,,"TITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGAN! ZATIOll 

. ~i.FO 696A' U. " • ..i1.RMY 

::'.' . June 1, 1951 
File 1600 

"".' 

· Mro Eli Rock 

. 
,TewishRest,it:ution, SUcce,S snr Org1'lni zI3.J;i("):r:l 
270; M'3.di snn.' Aven~e' . , . 

•New:"Y0~l6.Ul:·r:'" . r", :", 
~ ~ ,.'~ . 

. "jR'SO .Hq~',:~etj;~r ~87 ,{,'.,,';o' . .",. 
.( ",: d. 

iRe:, . Berlin Jewi~hGem~inde 
, """'~ ",'~"~'''' :",.:. . . . 

, .On 31 M:iy ''Ie had a meeting wfththe(Berlin gemeinde i):1 order to agafli :~l:tt'empt 
~i'·,:~e'~tl<e~~nt<~(/~~c.e,r~~,·~;t;;!lEi :JQ:t;,me1' ,~.m~j,P,g,e .. Pl'flp,e,T,tte ~.,' ,Xop:, ~~:~ecalJ.·, that '., ' 

\(;{uite~:,sn·me. t.1A'!II9" am:IIl~, r~,CElJv;e.d, '~" J:;,r;it'~i~li offerf rnn1 "t htiim"whIch.'we-ac eepted and 
. ':',whichtheysubsequ,e ntlyt,;:ei,use'&.~tn"'pgh({;t';;4\~~~~~~'negr, tf~'tlrins;: ?i£nd.i;th~'t' tHne,had 

'been mving rl'\.therslnwii~,·· '" , ' ',',' ':""" ". . .. , ..' .:,' ,. 'Ij:'t' ,.-; 

" J., ..",.; :. \",~<,.,~",.~,,~_. _,.:' '{. p",:,>,,' ::.· .. :'.. ,i.;;·!'. t·.,,· :.}.~: t ... ,,~ '. ",' ~,.',:,._;'.",.':" ." , ..:.'..-:.',.' .'.::::',:', ':,"",1 .',!' 

ThEl -tot~l',eiI:lh,eJtswert\Qf ,t~,formErr"Cf!l!lJ11uni~yandfound~tinn'prnperty':rri'i 


:Berlin iSnbout 1,300,.'oOODM~ '. ,Of,this~ppro:J9.ht~teiy;'5J,0·.600',DM represehts>fdrmer 

'foundat1oriproperty~nd' 82Q,;OQO,DM>prppe:r.ty which w~s,formerl¥ held by the Jewish 

communi ty itself. The ~emeinde"'requested the use of 1'\.11 1ncome"';beQring properties 
qJld the proceeds theref,tom as long l1,sthe gemeil1dewiJ,l exist. In ::lddition,they 
wanted the' sole .sy~go~e in the U • S.sector to!,betransferred tothem.and> they 
;g,lsO req-uested 50%' ()f~"yp~:'proq,.~e,d!'l,.d~irived from the sfile nfone piece of former" 
geme,inde property (sale pric:e' w~s'53r,600 DM) B.swall ;:\s 50% of the amount which' 
wnuld be· recei vedfrnm ,tM.sa::Le of ruined pro:Pertie s. 

After.,abo-ut ;five' hnur,s'ofnegotiat;on an I'\.greement was re::\ched, according to ,', 
which all of thef9rlller:f()und::\tion property (510,000 nM) would be released to 
the JRSO,. the sYrlr').{;ogue'i s to go to the gemeindewi th the provi sothati'f the. 
gemeinde. ceases to .existtitle will rev.ert to the JR.:iO~nd the proceeds from the 
balance of the property are to be divided nnder q rrttio of 40% for the gemeinde 
I'\.nd 60% for the JRSO. .We ::llso reque~ted that all cu:).tural property not abso­

· lu tely necessary for the present gemeinde purpf")ses shf")uld f!P to the JCR. The 
.gemeinde representatives inforJ'!1l')d us th<\t. this. h::td been done during the past two 

. ~reeks '''.1.nd that. they had already sent f")ut!'llany crates of torl3.hs flnd other culturnl 
~1jject,s. 

We alSo insi~ted that thiS>l3.g~errent would h~veto be .without prejudice fqr 

an~rsub~equerita.greemeht9tOberel'lche(rwiththeJTCorthe·FrenchTrust 'Oorpora­

· ti,:,)n.cnricerningth.e,BriHl3h~ndFrehchsect(')rso:t Berli n.~.(t1J. theBl,'~H§l:l' ~ec~or 

the total value of the property is 3.172.000 DM of which 883,000 is former found£\­

t.ion prnpertY•. In the French sector the former gel"leinde property is worth about 

3,150~odo). 

We also requested th.em to recognize that the JRSO would be the only rightful 

.claimant under the General Claims Law but ~bre'ed thqt should any recoveries be 


Over 
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,~ .. 
n:trtalned~,d.!3rt,MtlB.'W,we whtild'thenbe willingtM sitdownwHh thE3 geIllsinde 
~ndd,iscusi ad.1.Vi~ionn£ such proceeds in toos"me spirit as O,:ur present ne~otia­
t,~~,ll!3,. 

\'Ist-lere'.<tss:ured,th:;lt theVorst"lfid'o{' :theger.1e'ind~;' *:i:til"whnin wel!l8tw~re ' , 
authnrized tOqt',;tlciUde 'stl,cl;l ~n r:i.gre~r.le!;lt''IIi th US with the, exception bf,' theprOvi~ 
~inncnhcerning,th~'(}ener~lClJiiM~i1!ry.w~ , ;On'thE31~t'ter':po:inttl1ey' wnulti 'requ~re 
t:he' approval ofthe'ger1sra1 gem!3tnde,'""s:~e'mp;tywhiCh,w~,s '~~l3ct~eq; t0inElet"within 

'.. ~~~E~.,~."~~9~e~~~~'tr~f1i·~r~t~f~ .~b~~.~~i~~:~e~~~!{a~; tt!~~d~ 
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HEADOUARTERS 

JEWISH RE~.rllUTlON SUCCESSOR ORGANIZAliON 

AP0696 A U. S. ARMY 


May 28, '1951 
File 1101, 

3410 
Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
World J.ewish Congress 

, 15 East 84th St. ' 
New York, N·. Y.' 

DearDr~ Robinson: 

Thank you for your l'etterof May 22 and your views about the, " 
,Bts1tish attitUde. ,Since I do not h3.ve all the facts, it is rather dif~ 

.d,cUlt for me to have a precise judgment'but I, am ~ven more skeptical 
about the British intentions than I am abollt American intentions~ I 
think t~eA.mericansaremore naive, than the British but the latter are 

,more cunning :a:nd less coricernedaboutspecific JeWish' interests~I 
do' not know how the Commission you refer to happened to have been set 
up. I kn~ about its 'existence from a telephone c,all of Dr. Kapralik 
Wh0 reque'sted an ilmnediate 'memorandum ,which would give the Commission 
a broad 0utlineof some ,of the pr0blems as we saw them. I sent them, 
a memorandum, copy of which is '~ttached. 

:':1 too believe it will 'still be many months before specific 
restitution talks are unde;r way arid lam confidept that the ISG views 
Will be discussed with us herein IlICOG before talks are entered into 
with the Germans. I am not particularly c0nfident ab0ut the effect 
which our· talks may have upon what mQOG says but, the fact tli8.t Mr. McCloy 
has made a specific pr0miseto us in tl:ti.s regard arid that I .ha~ re­
peatedly informed his staff about it, will, I feel, certainly bring 
about pro forma compliance. ' , 

, , I do net b~lieve tbB.t We are in any way 'bound by-them..; 

forrnalmemoranda, I subm,itted to the ISGwhen they were 'here since 

we prefaced these as preliminary thoughts of the JeWish organizations. 


Our Paris discussions merely resulted in a conclusion to , 

further ,feel our way bef0ret~kiIlg any definite plunge and I hope 

that Eli has brougltyou fully up to date on tha:,t subject. 


'With best regards, 

C()rdial_~y~urs; , 

~,' 

BENJAMIN B~ F:ERENCZ 
BBF.b 

',cc:JJJ 
ER 

.",' ' 
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M~ 25. 1951 

PRO:aLl!MS CONNJroTED WITH 'IRE RESTITUTION 

OF IDENTIFIABLE PROPERTY 


A. INTiiODUCTORY l.1.l!MABXS.· 

It is the object of this memorandum to present a brief analysis of some 
of the difficulties encountered in carrying out the provisions of U.S. Military 
Government Law 59 for the restituthn of identifiable property in the U.S.Zone 
of Germany. The basic purpose of the law, which was enacted in 1947 was to 
effect speedy restitution to the largest extent possible (Art. 1 MG Law 59). . 
In 'lr--l/2 years of operati&n approximately 50 %of the claims filed by indivl.... 
duals have b.een dispose<}. of and a~proxima.te11 25 %CIt the claims filed by the 
JRSO have·been finally concluded {EICOG Cumulative Statistical Report for Resti ­
tution Authorities as of April 30, 1951). Some of the reasons for the delays 
in this program will be here examined and. possible remedies suggested. 

:a. INHERENT DIFFICULTIES. 

1, Number of Claims 
. Over 66.000 cases were submitted by individual claimants and about 

50,000 active claims were forwarded to' the restitution authorities by the JRSO 
(op.cit). The restitution law provides that four separate and successive 
agencies are responsible for disposing of the restitution claims (Restitution' 
Agencies, Restitution Chambers, Oberlandesgericht and. the U.S. Oouft of Resti tu... 
tion Appeals,), No one might reasonably expect that over 100.000 cases, most 
of which required the submission of documentary proof and other evidende. could 
be adjudicated by legal proc~dures in a very short period of time. The very 
nature of the taBk: undertaken implies a fair amount of time if the job is to be 
done successfully. 

The statistics cited above are however somewhat misleading. Many thou~ 
sands of claims have been filed against the German Reich as the original confis­
cator of the property concerned. The Reich in .these cases is represented by 
the Land Ministry of Finance ~iCh is responsible for presenting any defenaive 
arguments. Until recently the Germans were not agreed as to whe~her a judgment 
could be entered against the defunct German ~eich. On 35 Janu.a.ry 1951 the U.S, 
Court of Restitution .Appeals held that a judgment could .be rendered against 
the German Reich (Case #84 Kaufmann vs Deutsches Reich) thereby making it theo­
retically possible for large numbers of claims to be adjudicated. As a practical 
matter however, many of these claims still lie dormant since there is at present 
no known wau of enforCing monetary judgments against the Reich and therefore 
the claimants are not interested in pressing a suit which will only produce for 
them a paper judgment. Should the new Federal government accept the liability 
for meeting these payments due on judgments obtained against the Reich, large 
numbers of claims would be q uf.ekly processed and disposed of. The exact number 
of claims involved is not presently available but it is relonably estimated 
that these claims m83 amount to about 20 .% CIt· the total number of claims filed. 
Since these are generally cases of outright confiscation, it m83 be anticipated 
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that most of them will be quickly and amicably settled with the M.inistry of 
Finance. It would therefore be most desirable for the acceleration of the 
restitution program if the government at Bonn would publicly declare that it 
will meet these obligations of the Beich just as the :Bonn government is pre-­
pared to do in connection with the commercial debts of the former German 
government. ' 

2. yPderstandipg Legal Concepts 
Avery large number of resti tutors have failed to understand one of 

the basic principles of restitution. The.y do not realize that a seller Who 
enters into a contract while under duress, even though the duress was not 
exercised by the buyer personally. may. at his option, void the contract if the 
buyer knew the circumstances or had feason to know the Circumstances, This 
general prinCiple of law is included in the restitution law but the lay resti­
tutors continue to feel that there should be no'liability on their part since 
they were not the ones who personally threatened or coerced the seller. Most 
of the restitutors will freely admit that but for the Nazi pressure the Jewish 
owner would not have SOld, and that this fact was common knowledtge. At the same 
time how9Ver~ they will be indignant if an attempt is made to exercise the power 
of avoidance against them if they did not personally join in threats to the 
particular seller. It is important that the restitutors generally learn that 
the restitution law baa incorporated no novel principles in this respect. aDd. 
that the obligation imposed upon them by Military Government is no more than 
would be required in an ordinary civil proceeding. 

3. Understa:ndipg the Curren91 Reform 
Another basic difficulty has been with respect to the inflation in 

Germany and the revaluation of currency. As holders of real estate the acquirers 
of confiscated property managed to avoid the drastic effect of the currency reform. 
Holders of bank balanc,es saw their assets suddenly reduced to 6-1/2 %of their 
former Reichsmark holdings. Real Estate owners faced no such immediate burden. 
When the property is restituted however, the,restitutor is put into the same 
podtion as though he had kept his bBllk account instead of buying real estate 
for it. He receives one DM for every ten Reichsmarks which he paid and is 
therefore confronted with the effec~of the currency reform. This is a psy­
chological shock since he has come to feel tl:!.at he has evaded, the fate of his 
neighbor who held a bank balance. This he blames on the claimant and feels that 
a great injustice is being done. He does not generally realize that the burden 
of German inflation should be borne first by t1!ae Germans themselves who ,are 
responsible and not by their victims. He does not realize that under civil law 
he might have been paid back in Reichsmarks, before the currency reform, and 
the purchasing power of the mon9,1 he would have received would have been even less 
than the 1/10 in TIM. ' He does not re81ize that even the rep~ent of one DM for 
every 10 Bij places him in a better position than ,his neighbor, who only received 
the release of 6-1/2 DM for every 100 11M held. It is important that the 
aryanizers of Jewish property learn that this group. most of whom benefited as a 
result of the persecution of others, should not be allowed to evade a general 
burden by shifting their loss to the victims of persecution. Hardships caused 
by the currency reform are to be redressed under separate German law and not 
by the stubborn insistance and false moral indignation placed before the restitution 

.....} r· \'''' ("
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olaimants. If this idea can be oonveyed to the German public, mueh of the 
general opposition to the restitution program will be removed. It is important 
that this be done in all zones, either by legislation or by a clear decision 
of the highest courts. " 

4. Successor Organizations I 

The diffioultiesfaoed by the successor organization are particularly 
acute. The resti tutor s cannot Wlderstand w~ they must return property to W.b.a. t 
they oonsider to be a foreip and international bo~t unoonneoted with the 
former Jewish seller. They entertain the hope that the person from Wham they 
bought the property and against whom they had exercised no direct coercion 
would somehow appear and ei ther drop the ease oompletely or offer them more 
lenient terms. As long as this prospeot exists, there is no desire to make an 
amicable settlement with the successor organization. In the U.S. Zone the re· 
quirement that all former owners or their heirs submit clear waivers of their 
claims before the deadline for the filing of olaims expired, has destroyed much 
of this hope on the part of the restatutors. It is important that the other 
zones follow the same practice. 

5. The Transfer Problem 
There is at present no free convertibility of DM into foreign currencies 

except at a rate of exchange at about half of the official rate. Under :these 
oiroUDlstancesmany claimants have preferred to mcover their property rather than 
making a cash, amicable settlement. Since this would require the restitutor 
to be dispossessed of the home he occupies or thebnsiness in which he is 8n8aged 
such demands by the olaimants have enoountered mueh stiffer opposition than 
requests for monetary settlement. The conclusion of restitation cases would be 
enormously accelerated if the "claimants had the possibility of converting their 
cash receipts in Germany into currency of the countri~s in Which they reside 
and at a more reasonable rate of exchange or if they could use their funds for 
the purchase of goods Ibn Germany which might be exported. 

O. ORGANIZED OPPOSITIOB• 

• t Restitutors 
It is not B1l.rprising that the individuals who are required to surrender 

something they have had for the past 10 or. 15 years should be opposed. to such 
action. The pocket nerve is more sensitive than the conscience. The Federal 
Association for Loyal Restitution is an organization created and designed to give 
effect to the desire to avoid restitution. This Association isactive . throughout 
the Federal Republic. They publ ish a monthly magazine called, "Die Resti ta tion" 
which has a wide Circulation among lawyers dealing with restitution cases and 
which keeps them constantly advised about effective means for achieving the goals 
of the organization. They have established a regional office in Bonn for the 
purpose of lobbying in the Bundestag (Report of their meeting df:',ted 24 Feo.1951). 
An American attorney w.no was a defence counsel for the Landsberg war criminals 
was employed to make representations on their behalf in the U.S. and before the 
U.S, Senate (report of meeting of the Association dated 27 Sep.1950). They . 
have printed and distributed a draft of a unified restitution law to replace the 
presently existing Milit.ary Government laws. (Entwurf eines BUl'ldeseinhei Uichen 
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Rueckerstattungegesetzes 2 April 1951). Some of the proposals of the draft 
law advSllCed bY' them include the elimination of successor organizations, liabi­
litY' of the Federal government instead. of the restitutors in manY' cases, elimi­
nation of the Allied courts of appeal and other changes 'Which WOuld in effect . 
destroY' the entire present restitution program. This activity. in addition to . 
encoura(;ing delays on the part of the restitutors, in the hope that more favorable 
legislation will be enacted, bas also affected the opinions of other interested· . 
groups. 

~ Restltution ~encies and Courts 
The German restitution agencies, the restitution chambers and Ober­

landesgerichte which are primarily responsible for carrying out the law have 
contained obstacles which bave been both administrative end. su.bstantive. On 
the administrative side there bas, in the U.S. Zone, been a general shortB€e 
of personnel essentiai for the spee~ disposition of the claims filed. This 
prompted the U.S. High Commissioner to direct the Ministers President of the 
U.S. Zone to bring about the necessary administrative changes in order that 
all cases might be processed through the restitution agencies (the bodY' of 
first resort) before 31 December 1951 (letter from Mr. McOloY' dated Jan.23, 
1950). Since it appears that this sohedule is not being met, a similar directive 
is now in preparation. 

On the substantive side, the degree of support or opposition to the restitution 
program has varied with the individuaJ. officials responsible. Some have been 
more outspoken than others;' The general impression prevails however, that the 
German officials resPonSible for carrying out the law are inclined, wherever 
reasonably pOSSible, to interpret the law. in favor of the restitutors. A meeting 
of the Restitution Ohamber judges in Hesse held on November 14, 1950 at Wies-­
baden was most critical of the restitution law. Nor is this particularlY' sur­
prising since it is the restitutors and not generally the olaimants with )lhom 
they will be in dailY' contact. . 

.It is difficult to document Specific acts of discrimination against Claimants. 
The u.s. Court of Restitu.tion Appeals bas, on numerous occasions,. reversed German 
courts .in very strong language (Kuenstler vs .Eisenreich, Hugendubel vs Bugendubel, 
Moschkowitz vs Nuemberg, Dreyfus VB Marcke Fincke, etc.) The general impres­
sion gained by the JRSO. is that the atmosphere is not one designed to make 
matters eaeiBr for the claimants. 

~61iti9~ Qpposition 
There has been much political opposition to the restitution program. 

A very recent unanimous resolution of the :Bavarian Legal. Oommittee called upon 
that government to take steps to so alter the existing laws as to destroY' the 
program in effect (Minutes of the sixteenth meeting of the Committee for Legal 
and Const! tutional Problems held on ~1~ 8, 1951). In addition to a vicious 
attack upon the U.S. Court of Restitution APPeals, one of the speakers, (Dr.Zdralek, 
head of the :Bavarian Office for Indemnification) declared that what was carried 
tbroll€h in resti tution questions was "a crime against the Bavarian people" (op.oit). 



·. 

A joint 000/060' inquiry was addressed to the Federal government concern­
ing revisions of the restitution la\1s (Deutsche :Bundestag paper + 1455 Oct.10, 
1950) • 

Dr. Oarlo Schmid a principal speaker for the SPD recently addreBsed the 
Bonn Parliament in favor of a unified and. modified rest! tution law (Debate on 
a draft rest! tution law, +1828). The Federal Minister of Justice pointed out 
however in an earlier statement that' changes in the la\,1 would not be desirable 
or fair. He pointed particularly to the large number of cases already concluded 
under the prevailing practice (letter from Dr. Dehler to the President of the 
Bundestag printed matter 1;567). 

4. fress 
The German press has been replete with all manner of criticism against 

the restitution program. A collection of antirestitution articles would fill 
a complete volumeo The Kasse1er Post, for example, ran a series of articles for 
five days in .April which conte.ined bitter attacks against the Military Government 
law. 

In general t the press has been responsive to the wishes. of their ~bW 
scribera and have provided a convenient echo for the mouthings of the Association 
for· Loyal Restitution. 

5. Purcbisers of Restituted Propert~ 
A reliable report has been received tha.t the Association of Brokers in 

Wuerttemberg-Baden. have taken an organized pOsition against the purchase of 
restituted properties (letter dated ipri1 23, 1951 report t~e meeting). On~ of 
the arguments made by the anti-restitution groupe has been tr~t restituted pro­
perty would bav~ to be re-restituted· to the previous aryanizers and this argument 
is designed to bring about a·boycott on the purchase of such properties. 

D. BULK SET~.~. 

If lump settlements can be arranged between the successor organization 
and the State governments, some of the irritating problems connected with the 
restitution program might be removed. An assignment of successor organization 
claims to the States for a fair PBiYMent would enable the successor organizations 
to rapidly conclude their operations in Germany•. The JRSO has already' concluded 
lauch a settlement with the State .~f Besse a.nda similar settlement is antic~pated. 
very shortly with Land Bremen. The other Laender in the ·U.S, Zone have alsO 
indicated their willingness to make such settlements with the JRSO and terms are 
presently being negotiated. The States are in a much better position to grant 
more lenient terms or to accept payments for an extended period of time and therefore 
may eliminate the friction which has been engendered between the successor 
organizations and the restitutore. Every efforts should be made to obtain snch 
bulk. settlements wherever possible. . 

E. SUMMARY.AND OONCLUSION.. 

It appears that the intrinsic difficulties in the restitution program 
and the organiz ad opposition to it \"1111 no t be easy to overcome. If the Germans 
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can be' educated to realiz e their moral and legal responsibility much might 
.,be accomplished but such a chaIlge is hardly to be anticipated. It will be ne­
cessary therefor e for the Allied governments to retain control of this important 
program in order that its objectives may be fully achieved. In a recent address 
the U. S. High Commissioner stated that the Germans would have to earn their 
equality and this should apply particularly to the field of restitution. All 
of the indications thus far do not support the view that they have.earnedthe 
right to be considered as equals in this field. On the contrary. a degree of 
moral insensibility has been eVidenced, which calls for the continued applica,..;. 
tion and retention of the reserved powers of the High Oommissions in connection 
with the restitution programs. The hopes of the restitutors, flamed by interested 
groups, that they will be able to evade theee responsibilities can be easily 
destroyed by a determined Allied stand. The principal Allled,Anthorities should 
make it clear beyond any doubt that no change in the law or procedure will be 
considered ~ich might enable the Germans to escape this obligation. It is only 
when the resti tutJors .are persuaded that they cannot overcome the .Allied 
determination in this important matter tbat the program will be able to move 
forward to a successful conclusion. 

:8mJAMIN :8. FEll.JiIifCZ 
. Director General 

Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 



June 12,,1961 

Mr. Benjamin B. Ferenoz 

HQ JeVl. Rest.Suooe.sor Qrganir.ation

APO 116 A, % P.M., I.I.,N.I." 


])ear Mr. ,Ferenoz; 

, I have" lour letter, ot .8.1 28 and the enolosed cOP7 ot the ;
montbl, report on restitutlon statistloa, 

Taes. statlstlc8 are, ot ooRlllderable interest tor the pro,; 
, reea of the 'program," uatortu,nat,817. most peoPl"e read,on17, ,the

overall flgurell aa4 aresatll1tled that Gut ot66,'1'16 lnd11'14ual 
'petitlons 31,819 have beea cU..pal.d of. Whea, we dill,cusa.4th. i 

q"uestlon 'with IIIr~ Web'b, 111". LeWia poln'_ to the canaldera'bl. proS: 
:re.a lIa4.' 111 d1sposlq ot the petltlona. However, I polnte' ou't : 
that of tb111 n_ber 10,109 were wlthdrawn 80 that the actual,.... 
Qar of dlsp.s.d ot eas.a 18 Dr tar smaller. In the case ot the' 
JMC) tbis ra1l10 ls even conalderabl, larger. Ith1nkthe, gOt

, the pol." but I doubt whether there 18 aft7 d1epoalt1,on to prea. 
tor aD acoelent.a. prograa., ", ' 

,As to the Vatloan' 8 reo9sn1~lon, it lsnot a problem of 
..~ Pope belAg persuaded but of an lnternat10nal 'aot,tthe POpe ' 

·.;a,~ts as a sovereign) whiob - together wlth 'other sUQ~,·aots ... mll1 ' 
o:reate a P,reoe49n' ttl' suooesslo11 of' the Bonn· R~publl,c. to the 
G-ermaa Reich. AJ.though there are no flxed rules. oonoeriling . 
sUQ,oes81on in lnternatl anal law, 1 t 1s cODUDon1l&1reed that lt a 

.i;;tate break8 up 1n trap.ats, whloh become states"suooeselon . 
1.1 proper', and debts taltes place. It we assume that there are 
two sucoessora (Bonn and Ea.ster German,) proportionate parts ot 
~hed8bts must be taken over b1 thea. 

Should lOU belleve that a detalled anal,sls'tro. the 
vlewpoint ot valld lnternat10nal la. JIl.8y be useful, Iwl11 
gladll prepare such an oplnion, 

Wlth klnd regards, 

lours slnoerel" 

liEUl. Nehemlah Robinson 
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HEADQUARTERS 

JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 

APO 696 A U. S. ARMY· 


May 25, 1951 

Dr. Nehemiah ltobinson 

World Jewish Congress 

15 East 84th St. 

New York, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 

lam attaching the usual monthly report;oil restitution 

statistics which I hope wilJPe of interest. 


In connection with your letter of :May 18, the JTAkeeps true 
.	to my opinion of them. I have not yet seen an aocurate report under 
that heaqing. Dr. Hebeda is a Regierungsrat in the Finance Ministry. 
When asked how the Bavarian. government had gotten involved in the 
purchase of indemnification claims at a discount, he replied that 
since Dr. Auerbach had proposed it on behalf of the persecutees, 
Bavaria had consented. That led the JTA to conclude that Bavaria 

..haS noW agreed to. payoff the claims at 47%. The story is complete­
lymeaningless. 

I do not really think we can use the Vatican's acceptance 

of the Bopn government as a legal argument to hold them liable 

for Reich clairDs. Maybe the Pope will be persuaded. but I doubt if 


. it will be anything more than that. 

I read the Frankfurter Rundschau article to whi9h you refer 
but since it is only one of a number of attacks against the JRSO, 
we-roll with the punch. (My secretary doubts that you will under­
stand that idiom but I have sufficient confidence in your ability as . 
a qoxer ).Dr. Kuester of Stuttgart wrote an excellent article in . 
reply-to it. 	 . . 

With best regards, 

CorClially yours, 

BENJ~~ FER:1NCZ 
BBF.b 

cc:ER 


.JJJ. 
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MtoEli RoCk , . ' 


. Jewl.shRestit'tit1on:Successnr Org1.'l.ni Zf3. Uon 

"'210, MAdi sr)n'~Avehue 

,~e~York 16~ N~' Y. '.' 


.' . 

JRSO Hq. Letter #881 
Re: Berlin J8wish Gemeinde 

"I ,P~3i,~f3.Y \'Ie hf3.d $). meet1~ with the Be'r:J,.in gemeindeinorder 'tOf3.g£iri:attempt 
, .. ;·,a,:s~·tJlerite·rit cn,ncermng the.ff')rmer·ge.rneinde<.prl')pe~rtieso ·Yo.u m~ reca+Jtha.t . 

~', ;, 

':~"', " :, ':tLutte'Snme time;:"g.:iwe, received':;ii'1r,:l;:~~A>".o;fferfrl')mthemwhich,weaccept~dand -..' " 
/- ',. 

whibh. they SUbs8<lUently'refusedto hrirtOf. 'The'Mg~ti~ti0ns sinceth"lt ,time had. 
,:~;be~n 'IT\I'')virig' ra ther slnwly.· . ' , 

.;. \ . 

. ' '.:' ,The toe13.1 e:i.nhettswert of' the'fnrrner cnmmunityandfo"ilndl:l.tinn property in 
',:Berlin is about '1,300,.000' DM.', Of this.4Ppro:rl,ml:l.te:J,.y 510,:000 DM represents former' 
f~undation property"iind 820,000 DM'property ,which wJ'ts ::formerJY held by the Jewish 
co,mmunityitself~ : The p,emeinde requested the u$e !"If ",,11 income-bel:l.riDg Jlropert.i~s 

,_ '3.nd the llroceeQ,s therefrnm f3.S longA_s the gemeindewi'l'l exist. ' In I.'l.ddi tio.n, ~hey 
: wl:l.nted'th~e synagogue in the U.S. sector to be tr:msferred'to them and;they::,' 
'., ,alsorequ8sted50,% of the proceeds :de r:ived frrm the sale of one piece of former'· 

geineindeproperty' (sale price was 531,000 DM) '-LS "Jell as ,0%, of the amOl;mt which' 
. wl')uld .be received from thesa,.leof ruined pre'?pertie So 

\\ :, ",' ~~.: , 

.. <I-
After .about five hours of negotiation an agreement WI'l.S re!lched, I.'l.ccording to ,,"(.:??,: 

which' all of, the :former!oundr'l. tion property, (510,000 PM) would be released, to .' ..,,' " 
theJRSO.. the synagogtl:eis'to go to the gemeinde wi th?the provis'o~hat {fthe-' "~r"~;,:"!~':~ 

'gemeinde ceases to exist title will rev.ert to the JR;:)() Ilnd the proceeds from the. ,g~,,; ," 
':b::\.larice ,of thepropetty f3.re tnbe divided under "1. mt10 of 40% for the geril.ei~e~- ~f' 'i 

,::i.nd60% for the, JRSO., We 1:I.1so requ<3stedtliat all cul,tural property not abso-,)~'::. 
-lutely necessary for the present gem~inde purposes shf)uld:go toth~ JCRo ,The'~,~: ,', " 
"gemeinde representatives1nformed., usth~1t this h,,'l.d been.. done. Q,uring thep.".I.st tWo", '+~4'"v' 

weeksl:I.nd that they hadl.'l.lre1\dy sent out rqanycrates of torahs "lnd othercult1.lr6.1 ':";)?­
, , ".,ob,;,ect,s 0 . ;,:;,: 

tJ '-r: '.~, ~ 

.. ".::W~:~l~()_ tn.:.stst~d., th~tthis !'tgreerrent 11louldh,::tve to be withotl:tprejudicefor " "~'~;t,, 
I.'l.uy sub seQuerit ,.,I.'l.greernents ':to be' re~ched wi t:h-the .•JTC <or ·tIj.e'FtenchTrust,', Corpora.-:<~-~:·-:~:;~~ 
tihi(criIl:ctithing the; 13ritfsh'ihd' Frerich' sectnts: of·,:Be:flin.; ",(In. the Eri~isA.!=;yctO :( ,:."'~:~~~ 

, '.. , . , . . .,., "C" ""je

thetotl'il vl'l.lue of the prn:perty is 3,172,000 DM of which 883,000 is former f6un<k'l.- ..;.\)' 
, " . -~ 

1;10I:1 property.. In the French sector the former gemeinde property is worthabout", ,:~,~ 
3,150,000) • 

. ,~,. - ... ' 

.-', We. also requested them to rec0p;nizei that theJRSO would ,be 'the only rightful,. 
,cla:imantuncler the Generl'l.l Cla~rns Law but~greed th'\t should any recoveries be " 

". '. . " '­
• ',,',..... • • ,;~. ". • .' C,

"'f" _-; Over

I ' 


./ 

•• , .7', \'" 

" .........,;'."..". "'".; ;'. 
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n'b~~inedun(j.er't,iJ;:I.t law, we woUld then be \tIilling·to sit dnwnwiththe gl3meinde " 
"~rid.,discuss a dj,Visirmof 9uchprnceedsin the sRome spirit as our .present negotia-' .• " 

...,.' :::':~i~I1s. . ..'I.e '. 

We\,Tere "l.sSuteq. th:.tt the Vorst!ind.oI the'gemeinde with whrlmwe ~t .were' 
authOrized to C(1nclude. such lin ~reernent withue t.Ji:th the exception of the ,provf-. 

'. ir:.sinncnnc~rning·the General C:J.ai"lsLn.w.Onthe latter,pnintthe~wnuld require 
. the a.pproval of the general gemeinde assembly which. was expected·tomeetwi thin 

....... the riext .two weeks'. We therefore agreed tn submi t .a.~rri tten:c"ntract within the 
.i.next . few days and weexpectthEji,p s:igIlf\tureon a bL~di,ligagreement by the middle 

0'f. '.:,tfu.'ne.·'.....••.. '........ '...,.... . 	 '. -,-' . ".: ';'. '!', " '.~ ":'.! ':' . 

, 

J ,.,, 	 '... ', 'S.inc~the· E~~tiy~ .. ,COml'1littee· alreliCly . RoFPrnved ·f.l,13er;linset,tleme·nt on~ it 
m~nn·tbene'cessary.to gMth~ough. angformalities, W:!'ththem'·again. ,·ih.oulti(hey 

:h'3.ve -'any objections ,tothel'i:greement outlinedabnvet:pleas~: ¢~b+e)llea.lthough 1 . 
.' h,C:"IF9 tMtno' such yeto willbefnrt hCfl!ni,ng.I dob\3 :lieve ·th'3.t. we have..theb~st .. 
,,'Pos;;iJ?}e. agreement under the circumstanQesandI em. r1er--.se.<.ithl;l.tw,e bavEl:bee,n/ ' . 

.. 	 'RQ1~t;"'reach: i3.n a..ccord witq"the.h;rgestJewiSll <?()lllITlUIlity in Gel'l"!1a'~i.: . " .. 

: \';-' 
,". ".' 
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l":()N: 	 Jewish Restitution SuccossorOrganization 


270 Madison Avenue 

Now York 16, N. Y. 

L.E;...a-5200 


Eli Rock, Executive Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

RESTITUTION GROUP PRAISES McCLOY ACTION 

Doep sati sfacti on Was expressed by Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of .the 

Jewish Restituti on Successor Or.ganization.wi th the st.atement issued today by 

John J~ McOloy f . High' Commi saionor for the U.. S ... Zone of Germany to the various 

German Ministers-President reaffirming the detormination of the U. S. Government 

to carry through the present restituHon laW unchanged and unimpaired. 
. 	 . 

The Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, a New York membership cor­

poration, is the official successor bodj" dosignated under the Restitution Law by 

Military Government to claim all hoirless and unclaimed property, of which Jews 

in Germany had been doprived under Hitler.. The operating agonts of JRSO are the.' 

Jewish Agency and the Joint Distribution Committee.· 

Dr.. Goldstein pointed out that the tompo of. attacks by German officials, 

newspapers and organizations against the resti tution laW has been greatly stepped 

up in recent months. ItMost alarming, II he said, "has been the agitation ·for cl1a.nges
.) 	 . 

in the law designed not only to prevont effective implementation. but also in some 

instances to kill restitution outright. These recent attacks, II he revealod, lrhave 

been accompanied by a disturbing slowdown in the execution of the law. If 

''''It is clear,11 sCl.idDr.Goldstoin, flthat growing nUmbers of.Gormans now are 

Unwilling to accopt even tho minimum responsibility of returning .Jewish property. 

They now appear to regard restitution 'as a problem created by the Jews rather than 

the .Germans.. It is to be hoped that todayl s just and strong .sta.tementli:y Mr. 

McClOY may serve to check a tendency which can only outrage the civilized world. 1I 

Tho High Commissioner! s directive follows.in full: 
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IIDuring recent months there has'boen br'ought to ntV attention letters and com­

ments appearing in the German pross, proposals circulated by organizations and atato­


ments ,attributed to Laendor governmont officials which appeared to encourage specu­

lation on tho policy of the U.S. with respect to identifiable property under U.S. 


~Hlitary Government Law 59. 


uIn view of the publicity given the criticism and suggestion relating to U.S. 

, MG Law 59, I take this opportunity to reaffirm the policy of my government that 

persons and organizations deprived of their property as a result of National 

Socialist porsecution should either have their property 'returned 'br bo compensated 

therefor. I can further adVise you that thero is no intention to depart fro~ those 

principles as expressed in MG Law 59 and I do not anticipate in the future dovelop­

ment s which will relieve the holder of property subject to restitution from tho 

obligation imposed by this law. 

"It is suggested that you, make known to the officials of your government eIl-' 

0-;'gaged in tho administration of the restitution law that U.S. policy romains un­

changed in this respect. To allay any doubts which may have arisen in the minds 


of the general public, I am taking the liberty of releasing this letter to the 


press. II 


6/13/51 
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MINUTES 

.ritso EXECUTIVE COHMITTEE Iv{ElETING 

Wednesday, June 13th, i951 

Present "Jere:" Mr. Mose s A. Leavi tt, JDG - Presiding 
"'.,' ';. ,Mr. ~Mllur:i. ce M. :Boukstein, JAFP 


Mr. David Glick:man, AJC 

"" 	 Dr., isaac' Le1,~in, A,o;udas 

Dr., Nehemiah Rol}in~on, WJC" 
:br~ N~,tM.n 'Stein. ' Couneil of GerJlln.nJehTs 
'Mr: Eli Rock, Secretary 

Also at te:r.t't:'n.g: , ' Dr, ' Hannah Arendt, JCR' 

Dr. Eugene Heveer, MC, ' 

Hr.Moses:Beck:elman~J'Dd 1" ' 

,'.Phe first Hernon the asenda involved'the problem of a claim for t.he property 
of a former Jewish fraternl ty in Heidelberg, the A1therrenburid t which is confgCting­
ly claimed both by the 'JRSO and by the trustees of the reconstitl1ted fraternity. ' 
Mr. Rock: outlined the past hi story of the problem, referring to the compromise", 
solutinn which had previnusly been sough~, and stated th~.t the present problem6r~­
ginated from the fact th!lt the present German holder had now ,made Iln offer of a cash 
sett lement wM ch would ~:p:pea,r' to i,b,e aeceptabie. , Holtreve r, s'inca the reare t~IO separate, 
claims filed to' this property, an agreement bet~Teeri' thehto chiimantsis, reCtu~site\ 
before. the offer can be, accepteQ... , 'Ina'smllch as no agre,ement' n:'1.S yet been reacMd 
between theJRSO and the fraternity:regarding disposition of these funds. Mr., Ferencz 
proposed,as a ter1poraryexped.ient • ,that' the off~r of the resti tutor be ,accepted and 
the funds depos1tedin a joint account. ' pendingultiml3.te' agreement as to their dis­
position. 

" Mr. Leavitt ral sed the questirm I3.S to why' JRS01t,as cl13.1ining this property, 

1'f the' fraternity had indeed I'i.' 1eg9.1 claim to it, ~s ,Mr~ Ferencz indicated might be 

the case. ' ' 


Mr. Rock pointed out that this c<ise involved the entire problernof successor­
, ship tOdissblved organizations, an-d thl'l.t it would be a dangerous precedent to e,stah­
lish acouft I"i.lUng:' to the effect tb'l.t a reconstituted organi iation was the legal 
successortD the propBrty of its dissolved predecessor.' ' ' , 

, Mr. Leavitt stl3.ted th'lt in his opinion the frl3.ternity would not want to make 

any satt le:nent until they knew whl'l.t the dispositj,on of the funds would be and that 

this Was not yet possible to decide. ' 


. Mr. Boukstein sl'lld thl'l.t he considered M:r:.Fe·rencz' s pro~9al i:l, v.ery practical 

solution. ,'Whileno f'1.greement had yet been re~l.ched between the, tWdclaimants, this 

measure 1JIl0uldeIiminate the German holde~frtim' the picture and wouldciarifythe·' 

si tuation. He therefore ur,g;ed toot, Mr. Ferencz's suggestion be I'ldopted. . 


/overL
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Mr. RoCk referred to' convers~tio~sbetwe~nDr. '8tein and representatives of 
the fr~terni ty. and he ,asked Dr. Stein whether in his opinion the fraternity \<lOuld 
be likely to accept this compromise. ' 

Dr. Stein statedth'3. t it W1.S the position of the fraternity th.q,t there had 
been no interru:ption in their existence and no, actW:l.l dissolution. Moreover,. the 
very individur-,ls who had been :the former le~dership of thefrr:tternitywerestill in 
tha.t positi:m, so that there had infa.Ctbeen a continuity 1oo,hichwould not apply to 
such cases as the Gemeinden. The frn.terntty thereforehe]dthi!.tthey were the so Ie 
lega.l claima.nt to the property, and Dr. Stein did not feel tli.a.i.they would want to' 
a.gree to r:l•. step which ",ould not take tha.t posit ion into co nsideri:i.ti on, and that they 
would. prefer to, continuel:i tigatiort on their own under the. circUmstances. 

. Dr. Robinson stated tM.t in his opinion it should never be necessary for two 
JeWish organizations to litigate in the Geiinan: courts ina matter involving as small 
a sum a.s in the instant case, where the fund involved is, no, more than $1.000, a.nd 
that, some agreeMent ghould beposslble. 

It,wasthe decision of the ine~ting to accept Mr. :ferencz's,Suggestion. If 
this did not prove acceptable to the fraternity, the matter could, then bel3ubmitted 
s:tgainto the Executive ,Committee. " , 

,The secOnd ,item on the agenda involved ,the agreement which JRa0 in Germany 
'had concluded ",rith the Berlin Ge1!leinde regarding the alloaationand distributioIlof 
',the 'former GerrlE?inde and fOUl):rlation,prpperty in the American 8ecitor of that city~' 
Mr. Ferenczhadwi-i tteri a. lette':r outlining ,the gene~ralte:rnisof the agree~nt and 

requesting approval ofth~ Exe.c'utive Committee. Dr. Arendt I;I.tthis point raised 

thequec;tfon of the ~ultural objects in the possession pfthe<Berlin Gemeinde and 


,t,he p~oblems c,('lnnected"withthem in termshf the proposed agreement. she st~ted 
, that the Gemeiride' h~din itspoesessirln 1J.,1;"rge number (,)fvaluabletori:l.h scrolls 

(she hadposi tiva ly counte¢f. more than ROO' scroll s her~e If; ",hereasthe Gemeinde, 
now claimedther:e were only 300), 0 quant1, ty of ceremonin.l silver which, did not 

.. even ori~natein Berlin, andsl}M.8 veryva1.uable documentary a.nd ~rchival materilJ. l , 
also riot Ori{~Mtiugfroni :BerU.n.' \llhi1e, IJ.ccor[li:ng to Mr. Fe'relUcz' sletter, the 
Gemeinde had expressed 1;1.' willingness to, give to ,JeE ~,ll cultural objects not needed 
for ,its own requirements q,nd h..'ld eV!3n, indicrtted that se:ver:u crates l1n,d alreadi 
been shippeq., out; 6f ';Berlin, no su,chsh~pmeIlt!; hi-td ;yet been·rece'ivedand according to 
all infl'nmation obta1:n,·lbJ.;e.none hadye,t been even s,hipped out., Dr. Arendt the.re- , 
fore ur.e:edthat; another deterp.1~nei;leffhrt 'be, made to obtain the ,cuI ttira.1 ~ro,~erty 
before the "I.greementW'as signed.' , , ' ' 

, Mr. L,eavitt' st'q,tedtl~13.t the qU~'3tion seemed ,to a~i'se whether ~he return of 
cultural propertysMuld be made a condition of the agreement" or whether the agree­
ment should be cnncluaed even if no satisf.q,ction c~uld be obta.ined from the Gemeinde 
;regardingthecultura.l,property. He pointed ,out tha.t there ,Was certain reluctance 

, on the Part of the Gemeinde in cnnclu(Ungthis ngreement, a.nd that byt~o much em­
phasis on the problem of'cultur"l.l prnperty~ 'the entire l3.iSreelllent might be' jeopa~
di zed. ' , , ' 

, l 
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Mr. RoCk pointed /')ut th"l.t much of the cultur::tlproperty WlOtS ll')cated in ,the 
R\lssi"l.n, sector, ::.l.nd, thA,t, its restor::ttinn th!~refore d.epend.ed exclusively on the good 
~1i.1,1 of trie Gemeinde, r::.l. thar' th::tn on '''''n;{ les::tl cnnsiderq,tions. He, :).lso pointed 
I')ut that the agreement, W::ts arrived 13.t wi t11 gre::.l.t difficulty after, two years of 
stl'1.lgg1e f.l.nd he 'llrged th~~ nnthing shou,ld be done lightly which might jeopardize it. 

Mr. Boukstein st13.ted thr:tt' the pro'blem of the Gemeilili.en hl3.d 'been pending now 
for several years~ Now,th::.l.t anllgreement ,had 'been reached with the largestcommuni­
ty. it W!lS important not to let is ,$lip through our h"lnds. ,He therefore moved the. t 
the Executive Committee ap'.prove ,this ~greament and at, the same time call Ferencz's 
special attention to the cuitur~l object problem~ Howev'er, the Intter should not' 
be m'lde a cC'ndi tion of the agreement. 

, Dr. Ar~l1dtp6intetiout that if the f::igreementwere signed before the cultural 
", property queetioriwere' definitely settled, we'must relOtlfze t,h~,t we hnd no real 'hope 

of eyer obtaining the,,6ulturnl property. 
',. .....,." . .,b.,;.. '·N· .. }:.,· •.:•. ".:.;..... '•• 

Dr. ~tein said th:"t' he would ,urge "l.cqepta..nc,e qf the agreement.' Asf:"l.ra.s 
the' cultural property, is c0n;cerned,'he wou.1d sugge'st the establishment of an ar,bi­
trA.tinn body. ,consistilig of "l. represeIitqtive from each party1,oTith ,::tn impartia,l'cbair­
mqn, to 1I1ork out the de~ails in this connectinIi, 8.nd he felt that sUGha. method: 
might hl3.vea, better 'Chl3.nC6 ofs1.lccess. ' , , 

'Mr. Beckelrpan'agreed wi,t~ the pnsitinn tAken 'by Mro Bouk9tein, He, fe1t~h.'J.t 
it was most iinpol'taIit, nottn jeopA..rdiz€ thismnst impr,rt~nt sctgreement. As regards 
the problem of the etilturlll proPerty,. he coul1 pledge, speakip~ f0r .Too, that l1r'. 
,Shapiro and Ivtr. H,.:lber ,wou'lddo, eVl?rythi~pn.ssi'ble tn obtain, this property for JCR 
,.<ind. U9,9 whatever IIjrifluence"tiley !n:ight have in, that direction. Mr. Leavitt ppinted 
out, for eX~illlpl~t thftt if the Gemeinde Was i,rdng'try retain::tl,J., this "wealth!! inthe 
.form of culturat property, perh.'lps the JDC mil:;ht' sl'l.y to them th'lt they did, not any 
longer need Ils,rnuchfin.a.ncial Ilssistllllcefrnm the JOO. ' . 

,;"" Dir, Arenat:it' this pnint c!'J.lled the Iltte.nti~n o'f theCnmmitteeto the f~ct 
th~'t.nhtheba~is of if;. Ferencz's letter, the' Gem~inde had in fllct agreed, in " 
the propos'~dsettlement, t,o the, turning. over of cultur.al property, ,and ,that .themain 
problem here involved. \..ras 1;1') persuade them tri live up to their, promt ges~ On the 
basis, of her experience with the' Gemeintie le.<:der~hip ill.Berlin, she' felt it mOst 
importBn:t thllt they be presged Closely if their promise in this connection 'ltlere not 
~o b!3 breached., ' ' , 

'Mr. Boukstein stilted that llPT'<J.rently Ferenca hlld concluded t'\rlO agreements. 

One "Tas the main agreeme:{lt on Gemeinde }:'rnrerty "lnd the second ~nvolved the cultu­

ral property. Our position should nO\oT be to C0nclude the main agreement and to 

c()n.tinue pressing, on the .cultur::1.1, prnperty. 


Dr. Robinson at this point indicq,te9, thqt he 11'3,0. considerable objection to 
the wordin€~ of the agreement, nt le!.lst l.nsofar as it 1,ofIJ.S cnnveyed to the Executive 
Committee. He specifically 'referred to the cllluse jn 1,oThich it IIIaS provided that if, 
the Gemein.de should cease to exist. the synngogue wnulcl revert to the JR"O, and 
indic"l.ted that due to the special circumstances prevailing in Berlin, there would 

lover/, 
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'hayeto 'be, s~me specific "!t<l.tement inclic<:).tiIlj( when the Gemeinde, atlel'lst insofar" 

M the Americl3.nsectn:r \'I:<:l.s concerned, could be. reg4rded as no ,longer inexistence~ 

A.1so further cle,ttl.ils sht)ul1. be given regarding' theso.le of the property mentioned' 


"in the letter. Dr. Robinsnn requestedtMt1n such instances more detailed inforna­
tion be "'iven ,to the Executive Committee henceforth., 

, 	 , 
, '" It 1;la6 ,th8 dec1si"n of the Comitteeto ~wrove theagre~rnent outlined in 


Mr.. Ferencz's letter' and to urge Mr. Ferencz at ,the SlWe ,time to cnntinue, presSing 

the Gemeinde firmly for the return of cl:lltural pr~pertY. 


The third ,item Jnvr)lved"1. certain item of property in Munich, which was the 
objec,t of a late waiver. as Weil'as ·!i'Bo~.rd:h'f:Equity'claim.' ¥r.Ro.ck reL-'lted how 

,the property in questinn, a. privlite hngpi tal, hadbeen sold in 1939 by the estate 
o,f the late Jl1ffies Loeb. ,The estl:lte did nnt file a. claim, butJRSO did.. ' Later on, 
"Then JRSO Was already on the pnint of re"1.ching a settlement tt:l, the amount of 
lbO, OOOma:rks, wi ~h the ,:resti tu1:lw, the executor of the Ipeb esta.te intervened. by , 
,stating that; this: was 'not a. justifiedqlaim, thl'l.t a. f"l.ir, price had.. been paid. and 
that JRclO '\'le.s not entitled. More recently, the, executor, reversed his': po,sit'iQn~',' 
"l.nd nOlrl he not only recognized the validity of the JR:30 cl"l.im, but put in a Bot;1.rd 
of Equity cia.im for the property. In the meantitnei, however, hi s interference' Ik"l.d 
cau!'3ed, thE:l, offer of settlement to drop, to perhaps only 40,000 DM. The estate also 
,%d an interest inanotherv~lu~ble piece of prOp0lrty,: for which they ba,i also 
fil~d 'l Bbard of Equitychdm. ,'The executor of the es'tate' Ii<;>w offered JR130 orily 

,th,e' customi:t;ry :Boarq., of Equi ty fee.l:J. in both c"1.ses,' while JRsO felt, tMt it was. highly 
dOilbi;ful whether he w~s' at a.ll entitlecl to .return of the hospital, sinoehe ha.d.pre­

, viously w~ived his cll1im <ind obstructed the processing of, the case. There wa.s :even 
a ~1iggestion of penal:lzinghimfor the: loss 'thereby c"l.used to' the yR~O.: 

JRSO-Nurnberg h..'l:l outlihed a number of ~lternat:tve :proceduresfor' submission 
to the Executi.ve C01!l!!1ittee"., on the t-:rnuncl th'lt the. executor of the Loeb Eatate, if 
no'tsatisfied wi'th the deciSion, ;,mulit l:.tt,~r on attempt to use prl3ssureinN'ew, York. 
It WlC\s·the decisimi of the Committeetnl'l:tMr.: Fe'rencz b'e/'dven iti,scretionto use' , 
his own jUdgment .in the Mat,ter4ndth'lt the~xe'cutive cO~itteewouldbackhimup
in wbt:tte.vo'rdecisionhe rea.ched" ',' " 	 , , " " ",' ", 

. . '. .' ; . .' 

" .. {' " 

""" 

-, ~. ;.. 
1: • 0' 

j ~ • - • 

,-,', ," 
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'~l~i';"~r. BenJ ....1n B. Ferenoz. . . 
'~*;;;':i:" ...•. J'iqJew.· Rest. ~\iOCeIJ80r Organizat1on 
;{;,,';l.>·)~O 696 AJ c/o P.M.,. N.Y., N.Y.' 

.i;i~'w~;,.':~·;!r;~.·ar';'lIr•. 'e.reacz, 

" . .. ' \ 

'. .:tou seem to have beoome more idealistic r~~:ently,
::~;"OliSP.ak with indignation about Jewish 1ntere,stspeing u••• 
.::'}a8 a "'pawn 1n 9. diploDla1l1c' game. I . Aceord1ngto ()u.rfrien4 

. '~loy, when~verma..tel'l&lgalns 100m; not oniltgees,bUt alao 
.• ,·,1U.aman beings stAfter. l'ollttee 1s d1rt1bus1nes8(·~•.·~he 
';.;.:German.e used to ss,;Y1n the da1abetol"8H1'le~;'.~~ll()ll1;tlt ver­
';,:'/,aJ,1"'bt den Charakter") and there .18 no. r.a8on~:\f.lll't4hEf Aaerl-' . 
\.9..s(or the Srt.tl.h or Fr,aab.) should treat'~~ewf8b.l1'1tereetlJ 

,~Il a mo~e decellt 'IIqthan tboeeof the reatof tkl.4lt!w.rld•. ' . 

.,'.', ·.:-'.1~;.~{JiOU eeem to ·agree w1 th tbeAmer10aIls(t;tbat';}~r.~h1n 
'..•. '~Jea:r .tht)'re !/i;tl .rema1n onl, a smallr,esidile,,;of p~1)ya.te .' 
. ; .. ,.Ola1ms •.. It we use a8. a ,ardaUolt the two1.£Lt~.t ~P~I':1i81' 
.;',4l·Aave (tor March and· April) there were 8tl11.,:.some,.,3~,',OOO 
. '.; 'iadividUal cases (not applicat1ons) awaltlng:k~8po.~81.. . 

'."'·'.:.i,.::.E..•ven 11' th.e, same .. te ot.' prooee.lng is lBalnta.'.l.ped.,.·.... :.<.:1..•....nra .. .. ....·.WhiOh 
\;:("~ dO not bellev, too IIlUch) no lION than 1 .... 18.000.:,;c;),aaes could 

'):{i:~>'.:::;~~ disposed otw1thln the. next .,ear 8.oth,,~:.;;,Jlo~.I1.,;8ma11. . 
. ,'iN)r,esldue ~t 18,000-20;000 oases wl11beonJ:!4:~d:,li:t.·,that time. 

"::>\::;:,~~,:,;::,:::<~;,::;:,. , ;" '. '(:'::~~":<:-';""'" :< (,~>: <,.. .< ' " : 
',;::;~.<' As to the ~'t18hZone lagree :Wltb'tp\1tb.&1f:the 
··it·,j~lt\1atlon there is qui tebad. The Sritlah w,"'a~~I•.78 more 
;i:~8··}i.LeJl1elltto"ard the Germane lnsuo11 casea,u"Jf;'Wi,sbilosses • 
. ' ,This is no searet and therefore both the"Board o.f'l\ij'Y1 ell and 

':the (}erm~n authori tle8 are less favorable to ther.es'tl tutees. . . . a'" . 

Weeks pal!lsed agaln since we met wlthLewi8and Mar­
. ·.go118s and no decis10n has 10 tar been taken by th"atate 
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,~:.f,f.... 
" 

. - '. 

. 	 . 

'}j)epartmen~ on the Jl180 llcense. . I do not shaJ:'f)1our View 
/tbe tbe Sri'leh and French eould oppose thelice.se slnoe 

the export would come trom the U.S. Zone alone and the 
......... proble. 18 oonnectedwlth a.slatanoe to German1 1n,'.",b10h 

Done of thempartlo1pates an1 more.' ". . " .,: ,"" . 

....... :." . As Iwrot. TOu, llargXQll.8waS;ofth~oPln!()~:..'h.a'
':'11e StateDeparta~nt would ,pot oppose the JRlJOe~emp~l.on 

'troll the Equalli.ati on of. BU~en.·' APpa1"entlJ,'tP-eoa• .d.i4· not reaobl;;:"_. . .... . 	 ".' '., . 
'.:" :" .,: 

;<'<. . I &.gre 1';: 'Ill t11 JOu that 'tbe problem'Q'tthecl;illma 
,aga1nst the lel('Jh lscomplloated. Obviously, weare not 

,."·,:;;.:;the ,onl;y olalmants, the hundreds Of bl111on.:~~'ma.rit8 
. ',>i I::' or Fielah \\'8.1" bonds, even 1f repa1d 1n the'rE1~l" of 10 :1 

..' .st1U represent a. oQns.1d$raCle tJurdenUp()ntA~f1nances 
. of Bonn. Nonethel.s., WG ought not negleot~lilsproblem• 
.1 oommunioated w1 th IIr. EasterJDaD in thi'smatter and .... 

. 	 as I understand. - the Ooilml1 t'tee of Enqu1rywl11al:~omate 
a reoommendation to this effeot (at least we expEHit:1t 
to do so). AS solm as Iba.ve a. 11ttleUioret1m~,:, I will 

··deal both '11111'1 the problem of BuooeI8lortaDda.">s'peo1t1~ ,
':plan. Of ac~lon. ,,' : .>: .-:" :'.: 

.. '. . . , 

'Iouras1rlcerely, . 
. -. ,".:' 

Nehemiah J1o'bln8on 

. :'.. 

, ~. < ." • 

..." 
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HEADQUARTERS 

JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 

APO 696 A U. S. ARMY 


June 21, 1951 
File 3410-3430­

Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
. World J enshCongress 
15 East 84th St~ 
New york'28, N. Y•. 

Dear Dr. Robinson: 

I am writing in reply to your three letters of June 12•. 

The complete about-face on the state Dept's clear promise to 
inform us about the ISG recommendations was rather discouraging. Since 
I feel we already know the substance of the ISG report, it is not lack 

. of information which is disturbing but the fact that they can make a 
promise one day and break it the next, and treat the ·Jewish interests .' 
as apawri in a diplomatic game. I do not think McCloy nIl go back on 
his word that easily. I received written confirmation from the Office 
of the General Counsel that I would be consulted before· any talks. on 
this problem were initiated with the GermanS and unless Mc Cloy is 
over-ruled byWashin~on, I feel we will be brought fully into the 
picture. It is true that a large part of the handling of this pro­
blem has been done outside of HICOGandthe grand strategy is direct­
ed from WaShington, so that there is no assurance that our views, even 
if heard, Will have any weight. 

, 	 .' . 
My, own view recently has been in favor of anything and every­

thing which might delay the ISG recommendations from gOing into ef- . 
.	fect. Fortunately even ,the most elementarY item takes ages in HICOG and 
a ,matter as complicated' as this can drag on for along time to come .. 
If it continues for another year and the JRSO succeeds in its bUlk 
settlements, the problem will have solved.itself,asfar as the U.S. 
Zone is concerned. There should really only be a small residue of 
cases left by that time, recognizing even that a good ma.."1;y of the cases 
disposed ofal~eady have been byway of withdrawal. The French Zone 
too will no longer constitute a major problem and it is only in the 
British Zone where there is a real danger. In view of the recent deci­
sions ,of the. British Board of Review and some of their other action; I 
do not think they would be mch worse off by having Germans sitting on 
their .Board of Review and relying on German promises rather than British 
enforcement. ' 

I share your skepticism about the State Dept. concurring in 
a special transfer liqense for the' JRSO. mCOG has behaved very well 
on it and we C,onside#''it quite a victory to have HICOG send out a cable 
requesting Washington concurrence in a favorable HICQG view. This was 
achieved however only after long battle and at best it would mean that 
the U.S. would support such a license in discussions With the British' 
French and Germans. The U.S. therefore is only the first hurdle and 
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taking the. jump in Frankfurt or even Washington does n9~J!l~'p we have 
won the race. Vfuen viewing this slight request in the~f total U.S. 
economic aid to Germany and Germany's ingratitude as well as morale in:'" 
sensibility, the picture is really a disgusting one. 

HICOG has again assured me that our proposed exemption from, 
. Equalization of Burdens taxation was forwarded to Washington. for concur­
. renee•. The failure of the State Dept. to acknowledge receipt I still think 
i~due to improper liaison or administration rather than deliberate duplic­
it;y•.,.; Here too however the battle is far from won,despite all the .nice 
assurances. 

. The entire ques tion of our claims against 'the Reich has been 
sorely neglected. The matter was discussed during our Paris conference 
in May but our talks were rather inconclusive. There were various views 
and many interests with' no one baving a very clear program. I am hoping 
to find time to get this thing mOVing, or at least to formulate some 
specific rec<;>Inmendations. I am sure that a detailed analysis from you 
of ~he applicable international law would be very useful but I am reluct­
ant to ask for it at this point since you too are probably over burdened 
and I do not know when I will really ,be able to ,make effective use of such 
an exposition. Should you find time for it anyway and also be able to 
give some further thoug,ht to a specific plan of action, it would be grate­
fully received" '.' 

With best personal regards, . 

.Cordially yours, 

~. 

BENJAlQN B. FERENCZ' 

BBF.b 

cCIER 


JJJ 

. SRubin 
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P1'Qp8l"iT prev1ou$lJ' owned brJe",.,h ,jUridical :persons 
other thantbe 'ewieb Comnm.D1ty. 

(title to wt48h vaa n~ra.qu.iJIiS4 'b1 theJ~9heommuntV 
in .:Bel"11uprinl' to eOi'lfi.~tiol1.) 

Vi§,-...SaOlelE 

1.'lJ4••.lerstr. 11 Blll~-Ltohtfu~tel4e 
~b.JLt~hst.r1'ei4eBd,204 J}l, 6C1f! 

2, Jas61Iltr~tJ'. IjIBln..~J4ch.\.rl.l48 
(b!JJl{n.~J 'Ll,ihtertel~ ltd;~ 1S11;..2233 

). ,~~.$..'PeltEmSItr • 11" :B~!,!,. w:.....'.S
9wn<t.'b.) Cbarlbg. lltl. ~. :81" 100S~ 

4. 	 itu.:riuai7~"l1,t:r.. 116,BIDJtll,,:JS ." 
fl."\11ldb,.~t~rlbg. ll,~, lOS El!~ 19052 

;,,' w·t~l.stl". ~u, .. 7.BlJt...-$~~lJli '. 
G~.J 'Stegllts Bd•. 5 .J1... 322 A 

. '. It' Jd~ 4z~~ 2099· 

6. 	 411Ut·laoob$h-. 171· lIn. SW 68." " .... ' ". .. ...... ..' !.. .. ...... . 
(bUn~ •• l#u1$~n$t.~d~:ad.. :J..Q4 111. l.tlQS 

'g.,.9;m!! 

.191'1».&1." .Lelu"erili!lenMim .8.'f. 

JlJ.'Wtde~l'GiJl_ gegen..l,tt~ 
Uatel"$tuet2AUtll 	 . 

lJ.e4ervenlD. !ll\\J' gegene.t'igea
\hrt.rstu.tBW'l§l . . . ... 

hed$.'S" )1.1~t~' f. 
»eut sehl.aM;$.V. . . 

ltran'k.1')he;aa del" Juedisehlim. 0.­
rneinie{1nd.tPe~.tlt J~41cal 
per~D.) . 

~t.~t.n.elltif8~~~~in48-
~uad,(h&l4 aha,..>. ,'. 
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COpy 

lawl ah Be I t.itU\1011 hoce••ol' Ol'gani satioa, Inc.. !JereI.uatte.. 
JOelened to &8 the nso, oa the one baml.·· end the 

.'-tUseb.e OelI1ela4il .Berlt.n. apabll0 law a98001aUODt heJ'lbattel' 
..u.stl ~ O'mat...... ell \he .'hel' haM., 

the 	followlrJg l!l.{Iieemsa' 1& ....by OItaolu4edJ 

. ,.* ,. J'or PlU"Pt•• f,lt ami cable ..'tl....' 'lfII* of the utt.~• •s18:Uaw 
between thecblit;~O'.l_ pidt"•• aa4wt..'Mut prejuUee·$O thet,. legal. potlS. \10ns, ,_ 
toUo..... I. hilJ5by ....,. 

The .....call.' fou.,lo1l PJ'Op."'F 11 _6th proPGrlJ' wht,eh »rior 
\0 eonllsoatS.•• ha4 ,"lb1ll84 to Ju.F14tcal perea .. 'which -" 
legal"" iJld.,en.den' aU. 1aga117 tie'let fJOIi tbe Iewf.e 
"'t.~ 	 . 

b) 	 'Jhe COli'........ paJitl4lt', aN ~... \!Iat thle loUfiAaU<»l PI'O).'Ol'. 

t. a.... without re,'nc,loa to the 8_. Iaclud6cl amo.. this pro­
P'l1rr aJ:e pa:rtiou1~1F' tb m., of Mal, ea\ate U ... in 
At~n'lij; .' . 

c) 	 !he .met~ 'Wl4art__e to' wltMla" \he re.t.t"'..... eW;me ftled 
b,~, t~.. ~ foWl4a\loa· p;t~J." aD4 • etate tha•••'.~,.*t.. 
_.bitt. tlU., t. to be .ada_a. aill1e.'VilJ@t be.. made 101" the' 
"._t!~ o~the nao. . / 	 . 

l 

Re~U4tDf. ~. rea.1 ••. tate FI'a.eDkelv.(t, 10. 12.... t 14, ~.t. BQdl.'D. SW 11 
(~dltaehttott'bv.'''JJton.tl* :8"'.,,15 11. 4J6} .\he tolle_DB ahallappqt 	 ..... 

. . 	 , 
A~ 	 ,_ nso tm4et,t.ta\'i., to ~4 Its datn '0 the al)o_ 18al estate 

.. eat to giv.!t. con.... tha' .. "_IDD ~ -.eeJ,...e \t..tle 
tolt.,.SOS'U$lI to the tollovl'DCeOndlUoluu . 

a) ,_ a JRSO w111 Withtb-aylt. claila 11. theato",m$ntloMd pro­
. pel'" •••OD. .s the Gems... ,.eel.,..8 le&a1 tittle. 

b) 	 In _.'hat. on the buS.. ot the preced1D1t 4401a»6:U.o»'8 the 
hmeld......' ObUla .1111., Uut JQO wUl tJ'l$lihl' 1Ittl. 
to the p1"OpeJ"~' to the hm.eltldet as 800a altH IllSG 1 teelf 
has acq\iJN' tltile~ 

0) .!J~. ~mela4G 'lIIaY ~J' \he aformenUoned property o~ 1011 the 
me.t.n,eiw1ee and 48felop••, 01·8$w18. co!.lUllWlel 11,1. In Berl1n. 
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.a) 	 ,he ~lMe Is J»'eDt1'lett.1tbimt;~. eo.lent "f the,l!~o... 
1'148$1.""." • ·Pa?D. (t1"<."tU.,.",~ Q,., it. _~O\U"·.~"t,""
",.-a",pa. .Aolau.•• \0 ' •• • t~$" 1 • .~. be·.,·te4. ~. ~.~. 

~.~1. o.bnga~l.'~ti" 1~ c.e • .,1 "~.~$t14ll\1f' 
'."f\lil't~'" •• ·\billi.. ~.. .. t~. ..•. .. '. '... ' .:r...' ~.t;.•r
• ,., ~.. the .~. ·SlvI\Iljlut.v. " __•• ~J' d~Tt.,.._ "..~.... 
.··b. 'U-"'4a~"'''A ....,........ it .."'·.....v4l!'ft:&t w111 b" .... "...........11 4"", ......
,..,...... 0O~' ,•.,~.~,.,."...:..;:,.~;~" ,,8 w~. ~~,a;~. _~~,~_ 
",~~, ' . . .' "'. .',' .. "" 

·~=,::I\~~:!;~~iIlWftJ-
by "",.•.",,~, .•-.4a~Qf ,_:.,:,~utf.I'·"~~""W
~.~~.~I'~'. d••l~•. ,.. ,.. '.'.., ' .. ' .' '. . '. . ."," , 
IJl~ '....bati ,. ~cl .....;......,._,~~ ••' ',' ~.~" 

J'~,.rV, ;t~. ~ .~ .... \he. o...et~• .xl.'l,tt ,:;.' '.~"'~'.':'l)i·"".".'.':",."".",,··9¢
'W1");:''''~' Ud ••t,., i.....,~l~ b,CI..~ '":i '" 
-,UoO.t, .,eo_....,W1'h.~ ',.....__Jd•••( .__.p~",~ .. _~, 
~t;.'_· ~_ IIS0 .fJWllJe -.. ___ .""oi' "... 
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Sbmll4 0" ., .,.. ...\1.,. 0_. \he ••••tol .,he btlla,-. ",fUae 
tIlle. ~e_tq ....... ,.,,.1,, ,btl pal'~ ~.. ~.a' .. a . ..,~ .. ~._a' btl "_.. be... 'the IV" •• ~_ ,. 
4...\1,.•. .-lQf:UI41n ·the·~ the. , ......·~w 48­
riGd. b7 ~ 6Jibl_~ta F*......... 101!'''' Pal'. 8 of ... ~tlUUI'. 

~.... ~""'I'le' 10 • ..". the 1J.S.leo.~ are ~e~ ld.,.., ......ll".... ,a. Clenie~.. . ., . 

••~~ ...... ,. '_'.8. ~.... _, -.lto_ '.'''' ~......... 

~·,..tt••la,.~.../t{"*_,.:~~ ...~;.~ •. ~ .'

' .•• wl4oh \~"te\he :to.... ,~..... . . ...... 'be 
~i__ .. ,...............~ .. _.,,.. ., .... . ... tJl ..­

q ••~. at .....l ••• ' .. :,~... _~.. .."' wUl.•.* _.•.~.. tI."_,_... ~. 
.,.~=~~-:';==J:.!~=':;11'=.~~.,.,."aWl ••, .., CDJl$l~""• • ql~'. ubav1M",~4 
~'t~lt.,."'. . ..' '. .... '. .;. .'...' .....•.a.-:-:: =-::0::'::"'::~: ::::::.:M::f:-:'-!:!:i.. 

Jan.. ,1..aOl4ha1.taM'.n..,.obl.-.·no' ....1.·""tM.Ible.-.·.~\\tU........ 

. . ...~. :·GhaU. '.11... 117 the ....1_ ..... l_t.,._~;tlVf.1ftlih.' ._~ ~._tftC." .1••. (JQJ). In.tal' .a' tAla tl'anst'$,·., _, "' 

... ~~~ ....... . .... '.' ..•...... 


Paa,.1.: ................. th&t tilt· ",..1_.__ it., ~; ..~".'l-
~~. lJ1a1aant.ffIf'_ ~l'I'''~-.of. fo..,lew1eh .~b4t. ~"ev1$h' 
~_"o•.•.___us. tolM.antft_'''''8._~_. Ie ........ law 

....:.. ... t....flea'i()D. Qt. \be. ytC\l• .." ...tlQ.,. ....... 
. toga'he)f""Ul ....t,.......~ vlU ~"~,. .,.......... ·'.'he "",.1st: of ,he.. '~.' ...... '. ". . 

".~., ......t\1• ., _ .....1' "'J"_'~ t.a"t.e.j~l• 
•hI:,. ~...... ~'...,.emen,.Vhioll .UaU. b. until.. la· • '.~ __.. 
.~_ Btdri'. ,.be JllstaIG __ement, 

..~_. _~.thl8 ....Qme~' ~l ........... ana'-$___ )llaIt.$l• 

....~. 'beCOllJ$aeA'by t .... "'."111. ae f.~' . 
ftItI· ..o,.~ It....l __.'orl \he t'I. ha.ml.. ad. .. 99,.111&1 0» ~ .. f)t_:r 
.~ .....~alJ. ..._,. o."'~ft."'.. '..t.ke .~~t,~~"~ b­aa,.. "'ti:"~."*~J ..,. FIIvt.""., .t.hIt 6,,*~'7 that ')ij .__ be .. 
a'b3;e " &.~,•. .,~~,:a•• 1ha11 alreadJ' at 'bit titnI -FIOla' at1••, thft. 
_,Uw.t.aft't_~~.(:_ 110144 Mpla.ct )4.m ~ a .,~ l~_Mi \Jy
»t_•.ihouU he \$ , ___tea.. hom a.~tt_•. ,.,. _b,,,•• ~ttatiO.l".wblca ••cl no' be u$tpate4b,. Il.1UDe bUt ... 'be de$1_'4"tv ,.41,,-0,,aut' lit lI~m\1,.....,.. of. rabbJ4 "'. a Sl4sl/ewlah coIlllllWd.~,. .... tie 
'~'lhr.. ·llae* .uld. refu••• a"'1;.\8· aRUrator' or refuae " ~b.t 
_b$\1._,.. the· \bl74, ajb1'l'atol' llbal1 \o.#Re\. ,he OW~olr!l'4'b'bl 
~t_ 'eriah OOl!U!1\\tJlltr in Zue.l-", ••eolI4. the ehalrm&ao~ ra'b-blof the 
·~.Oo~. ,-Ba_l.,' ..4,'~'hl1'4.,~tht)elv4nt.!!dl OJ' -.b'l of _"p QomllDntt, in Ill....'. .' . . . 
•" t~ .r).'Wa'o'".PJlO.~'" bt'be Pal"U&1 a.a 'ate...s' fdl. to ·~a. 
_ ~- 'am.tpla.ce of ~•••U • .of tllle; ~"~' UtlJ'i ~l_'o...ha11.-_•. 

CUs ~B 
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" ,",.- ,~;"-" 

,_ aJ'bStratieD,JI8D$l _!laU dee... maJ&n.. Itll 4ec1,a1"1l i. tiDal aDd. 
binc1ing 11.108 the two parUt.•• J'e'ifJil8eUVe17 oa ,_ ••isne- .1 'hen•• 
~ 00 01 tha p8Kt•• tallsto DDmlaat. all a.tbtt.to. Witldlt .,. ve.b 
at,•• J!808lpt .' a ..."ttis. 1'4)".' to that .tie•• 'b7 the o~r ~7. t.b.8 
tbJ.... al'bl tntel' abt.1l aPJ01Jlt &Il 61"b1'fttor DIl beh6lt .t \be c1e1"aulU»(C

,n1: 'U4J1d. .,..,It_\01' _ •• Ret .tteet \hie ___'lo."-''' weelQ 
at,M,'~"han_,bee,. "'\11,' ... ta, 40, 80."the,4etaal1fl "",,", bas tM riah,'t
fOI" _ a4tUUo~l wea. tODOJid,nate it.lI a eeco........tl'alo.. 6.ft,J.4 
,'~ ,.~, alao .~.ttho\l, &Otlon~.. the ....' to "Date .baU 
.,.....' tba $~.t~. ""I'lv.• " ,,' ' . " ' ' . 
..~... ~,' i\t."-'."Ules-U4\o .~,.,,~n .~.:~ of 
.*.~~..~ ..,~.. ~_ _ ",,:ot '~~.u oj' , _ me... 
,.- 'to",..".,. JHVf.et_.~ be ...',." ,~' ..*l:-..s-1If' I."•. 
....1tnt1... ~_, .hall a1• ..,. _., f~·lJl a ..,.ate .....,. 

fu. 9.. ..,~eA' ""ll_' 1n \hie ~ezulDl'&~ tIM ,.._~_ elatm. 
,m •• U.• ~ .....1\ is matte "'t!UJut~JdI;.,.te.' _ ot•• __o,*,__ 

P~a.1Q~n. .. otUYlailolltlbet""ell .. 3nalls1:l 'aM U. Gel,,, ,...... ot thie 
~D" ,U 0e1"m$llveniQft «ball 'be .xur14.... aatiJlf.,t-. 

llel'l~ ,...... 
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! 	 H EAOOUARTERS 

JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
APO 696 A U. S. ARMY 

Augusti 17, 19S1 
File 1660 

Dr. Beheaiab RGbinson 

World Jewieh Congress

15 East 84th St, 

Bew York 28, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. RebinsEJn: 

I am writing in ~pl,. to your two le tters of August 13. 

Eli sent me a /SlUIImB.ry of yeur discussions in WashingtGnand I 

was quite disappEJinte4 to notice that we may have' sl).ami a willing­

ness to accept amixedccurt with a German minortty.I.still en. 

tertain a slight hoPe hewever tmi.t "our" original proposal that the·.' 


'. 	 owrts be maintained as they are will somehow prevail. It is of . 
course amusing that you bad argued this point at lerigtb a long' time 
age and that now eVer,- one recognizes it as crucial.Shoul<i eme 
or two members ef.CORA resi§l and be replace<i by inadequate substi ­
~es,we would. probabl;r all begin arguing that the restitution. 
program will tail unass CORA is dissolved.. Te me this simply 
aemonstrates anexible mind. 

, , 

I really hope that while you are in Euro:Pe3'lllwill ~ able to 

cOile .to Nuernbergfor a visit. Although tlJ.ere probably will be ..no 

preble Gt real substance, such a vi.sit,everi a brief one, would I 

am sure be very- helpful.' It will give you an GppGrtuni t;r to 


."get the teel" ofllRSO activities at first hand and at the same 
time.. we can exchange view-son our BI8Il;r preble:nlSS, If you will come 
in your capacity as Dr. Robinson, that will be capacity enough ter 
me.. It yeu JlUst persuade an7body in the World Jewish' Congress that 
such a trip 18·essential, 7Ot1 can always point to the tact that 
we recently met with J(r~ Slmsterand Dr; Grey of the American Jewish 
Comm1~te~ who found--i t worth while to. come to Nuemberg tor Ii . 
visit.Jl""'!here .. a standing, rule that whatever the WJC does the AJC 
mUst do and vice versa~ .. :J.hthis . instance AJC is one ahead. I. 
w1ilprobably be in Paris arOund September 17 and it ;you cannot 
possibly come to Gel"J!l&ny, at least I hope we will be able to meet 
in Paree. . 	 . 

The AP newspaper story You quote4 was not quite correct. The 

Allies d:bJl meet with the Germans on August 3! in order to read to 

the. various papers which had been prepared stating the Allied posi­

,'tion ~ the many subjects under discussion. On tile 4th and 5th the 
Allies worked on a report describing the problemS and this was to go 
back to the respectivegovemmelitB. When the three. ministers meet 
in Washington in September they will presumabl;r bave this report and 
some indication of the German position. They 1rl.U probabl;r have to 
decide on whatever major issues rema~ outstanding.. 	 ....' 

I recently sent Eli a long memorandum on ou~ claims .against the 

.332899 
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... .,. 

. Dr. RobinsQIl August 17, 1951 

Reich and the question of our partioipation .at the Landon Debt Settle­
ment Conference. I hope that you will have an opportunity or going 
over the question together. 

With bes.t regards, 

Cordially yours, 

~ 
BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ 

PS - I am attaohing some more statistics.' 

3329..00 
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. OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMM.ISSIONER FOR GERMANY 

Offioe of General Counsel· 
administration of Justioe Division 

A.PO 757-A 

MONTHLY STATISTICaL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

I. 	PETITIONS a 

1. 	 Petitions ava.ilable for prooessing on·July 1,. 1951 

2. 	 Petitions finally settled, adjudioated, 

rev1ewedor otherwis..OJ disposed of' 


a. 	 by Restitution Agencies 
b. 	 by Restitution Chambers 
o. by Oberlandesgeriohte ' 

<i•. by Court of Restitution Appeals 


e. 	 Total (rinal dispositions) 

MONTH OF JULY 1951 

SCHEDtn..E A 

Total 

Indi,-
Vidual JRSO 

25,159 25,,781 

= 

733 901 
371 49 
13 

6 

1,.123 950 

J Bavaria Hesse 

Indi­
vidual 

. 9,.647 

239 
80 

1 

Indi-
JRSO vidual 

15,242 '8,517 

411 
527 	I27 266 

5 
3 

.320 I 554 I 685 


. JRSO 

1,277 

36 
3 

39 

- ........-~.~.-""..0.'":':::~~·~:~d;:l~,"" 


,. ·0 
.0')-., . 

C\l. 
M 
('I') 

Wuerttemberg­
.Baclen Br 

hidi- .. 
JRSO

Indi­
vidual vidual 

6·,623 '9~023 372 

77 338 6 
23 19 2 


8 

2 


110 I 357 8 

3. 	 Petitions on hand a.s of July 31, 1951 24,036 I 24,831 I 9,327 114,688 I 7,832 I 1,238 6,513 8,666 364 

Page L. .. ~ 
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:,~;OFFICE OFTHE'mnTED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GE~ 
MONTHLY ST.iTISTIC.u, INTERN.iL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REFORT 

MONTH OF JULY 1951 '~ /1SCHEDULE: A 

Tota.l Bavaria. Hesse 

Indi;.. 
JRSOvidual 

23.976 24,075 
8.639 466 

436 27 
210 3 

33,261 24.. 571 

294 . 1 .. 299 

33.556 25,870 

1,182 940 
466 52 

. 23 2 
8 

1,679 994 

.22 .. 565 24.. 356 
8 ...624 487 

466 28 
221 3' 108 

31... 876 24,876 

Indi.... 
JRSO 

Indi-
JRSOvidual 'Vidual 

7,302 14.. 998 8.736 1,264 
. 4,894 284 3~187 20 

154 8 185 3 
102 64 1 

12,452 15,290 12,172 1# 288 

161 107 . 71 15 

12,633 15,397 12,243 1,303 

.> 

456 569 603 35 
161 30 265 3 
10 2 5 

3 	 3 

630 601 876 '38 

6,711 14,465 8,015 1,,231 
5,008 .303 3,090 24 

176 8 194 3 
66 1 

12,003 14.796 . 1l~367 1,266 

Wuerttemberg-
Baden 

Indi-
JRSOvidual 

7,526 7,594 
462 142 

87 15 
'41 

c 2 

8.116 7/153 

41 1.116 

8,157 8,929 

106 336 
38 19 

{} 

2 

154 365 

7~440 8~417 
~37 140 

84 15 
42 2 

6,003 8,514 

Bremen---~, 

.Indi-
J~{:,vidual 

, 
412 219' ," 

96 20' ~. 
10 1~ ,." 

3 
. , 

'>:... 

621 240t",~, .' 
1 ···r···.'•• : 

522 ·241 'F 
! . " 

'.':" 

17 
2 

.'" .." " 

, k . 
. ,.;';'[" 

. 19 .' " F' 
j 

"!'.'. 

399 
• '·"1;:

219" 
69 20· 
12 2, 

3 -i 

.503 241 
, 

M)
II.. CASES 	 resulting from breakdown of petitions 


in the oourse of their prooessing. 


I 
1. 	 On hand as of July 1, 1951 

a. 	 at Restitution Agencies 
b. 'at Restitution Chambers 
o. 	 at Oberlandesgerichto 
d. 	 at Court of Restitution appeals 

e. 	 Total 

2. 	 Total (net) reaeived during July 

3. 	 Total cases available for prooessing 

4. 	 Finally settled, adjudioated,re'Viawed or 

otherwise dispose,d of (iuring July: 

a. 	 by Restitution Agenoies 
b. 	 by RostitutionChE.mbers 

I 
o. by Oberlandesgerichta 

d.. by Court of· Restitution A.ppeals 


1· a. Total (fina~ dispo sitions) 
~ - - - - ~ - - ~ 

6. 	 On hand as of July 31, 1951 ...) 
a. 	 at Rest! tution Agcnoie sr 	 c')b. 	 at Restitution Chnmbers! (6

" 	 o. a.t OberIandesgeriohtei d. 	 at Court of Restitution Appeals~ o 
o. 	 Total oases on hand as of July 31. 1951 n~ 

i ,. 

- - - - - - - - - - -.- . - - ­
;!" ~, 

,;,' (.) An agreement has been conoluded whereby JRSO assigns most of these oases to Land Bremen. 4ppropriate statistioa1 adjustments 
, will be, made when t;h,;,; ci.vt:ual transfer of these oases has taken plaoe. . 

!'II,~" ,.. Page' 2. 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED S:r1.t.TES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMi.\NY 
MONTHLY STaTISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

MONTH OF JULY 1961 

SCHEDULE A 


III. TYPES OF DIPOSITIONS:. 
{c.ll Restitution Authorities) 

.!t;,i'Jably settled 

Granted by deoision 

Dismissed 

"IVithdro.wn 

Bulk settled 

Total 

-';" 

Total 

Indi­
vidual 

,810 

246 

233 

390 

-
1,679 

JRSO 

262 

'11 

715 

... 

994 

Bavaria 
, 

Indi­
, vidual 


340. 

16 

85 

189 

-

630 

JRSO' 

136 

465 

-

. 601 

Hesse 

Indi­
vidual 

374 

207 

122 

173 

-

876 

JRSO 

26 

1 

11 

-

38 

Wuerttemberg-

Baden 


Indi-, 
vidual 

00 

16 

23 

26 

-. 

. 154 

JRSO 

100 

16 

239 

-


355 

Bremen '1 
Indi­
vidual 

6 

1 

3 

3 

-


19 

Page 3. 
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Total Bavaria Hesse 

Indi­
vidual 

50,,590 

21,888 
4,,309 

244 
113 

26,554 

24.036 

Indi-
JRSO vidual 

51,810 17,913 

26,361 7,358 
588 1,123 

28 49 
2 56 

26,979 8;586 

24,,831 9,327 

Indi-
JRSO vidual JRSO 

19,620 18,661 19,320 

4.826 8,287 17,105 
104 2,409 346 

109 27 
24 2 

4,932 10,829 18,082 

14,688 7,,832 1,238 

Wuerttemborg~ J 
Badon Bremen 't:'e-- ,,'>

Indi­
.. ludi­

vidual JRSO vidual JRSO 
..;.... 

. y;:: 
12:l926 12,555 1,090 315, t,, 

.r~· 
:~;;; 

5,579 3 p760 664 66 
. 721 126 66 6 

80 I' 6 . f', 
33 .. c·c' 

, ,.,. 

6,413 3,889 726 76' '. I{.... 
. 

6,513 8,666 364 239:1 

r. PETITIO~T~s 


1. 	 Petit';.G!1.8 reoeived from th'3 CFA. sinoe Nov 10. 
1947 (subsequont ohanges of venue ino1uded) 

2. 	 Petitions finally settled. adjudioatGd, 
reviewed or otherwise disposed q£'. 

a. 	 by Restitution agenoies 
b. by Rostttution'Chwmbers 

o.by Obor100ldesgariohto 

d~by Court of Rostitution Appeals 


e. 	 Total (final dispositions) 

3. 	 Pet~:l:::t(/r.. .:; on hand ~s or July 31 ~ 1951 

<. -~. 

''-~~~~:~~-

OFFICE' OF THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GEmftillY 
, Offioe of General Counsel 

administration of JustioeDivision 
APO 757-A 

CUMULATIVE STaTISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 
10 November 1947 - 31 July 1951 ' 

SCHEDULE B 

.~_'l:.-;': c _•.:... _ ••• 

' 

:;." 

~~.c 

~L 
:? 
~:. 

" 

l.-· 
,"'. c:) 

J 
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IJJ..--~;,_':_:-<. _'::~,;,;:Af.it 



00 

.', 

If') 
'ii!C' "Ij"

0:: I' 

C--J 
CUMULATIVE STATISTICliL INTERN&' RESTITUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

10 November 1947 - 31 July 1951 ('Y") 

SCHEDULE B 

II. 	CASES. 

1. 	 Total oases available for settlement, adjudioation , 

review 0..- other .f~.nf'.i.. di,~};o[;;:t-~;i:)'!l, resulting from 

the breakdown ofpeti+.icIlS rsoa'i.ved by all 

Restitution authorities 


- -- - - - - -- - -- ~ - - - - - - ­
2. 	 Finally settled, adjudioated, reviewad or 


otherWise disposed ot byt 

a. Restitution ~genaies 


bt Restitution Chambors 

o. Oberlandesgeriohte 


,d. Oourt of Restitution Appeals 


e.Total(final dispositio~s) 
.­

3. 	 On hand 'as of July 31, 1951 

a. at Rcstitu~ion ~genoies 


b.. at Restitution Chambers 

o. 	 atOberlandesgeriohte 
d. 	 at Court of Restitution Appeals 

e. 	 Total on hand as or July 31, 1951 

- ~ - - - - -- - - - - - -- - -.­

Total Bavaria Hesse 
Wuerttamberg-

Baden 

' , 

Bre,men 

, . 

Indi­
vidUal. 

G8,Oli' 

JRSO 

52,,108 

Indi­
vidual 

25,684 

. JRSO 

19,891 

Indi­
vidual 

25,524 

JRSO 

' 19,460 

Ind.i..: 
vidual 

l5~25l 

JiSO 

12, .1:37 

Indi­
vidual 

lp562 

"JRSO~), . 

f 

320 

3O~329 
5,297 

319 
190 

26,601 
600 

29 
2 

11,683 
1,784 

113 
101 

4,986 
101 

2 

11,318 
2,664 

120 
55 

17,811 
356 
26 

2 

6,367 
769 
79 
33 

31i736 
126 

1 

961 
80 
1 
1 

, " ' 

~., 

68 
11 

36,135-, 27,232 13~68l 5,095 14,157 18,,195 7,240 3~863 1,049 79 " z' 

22~565 
8,,624 

466 
221 

24,,358 
487 

28 
3 

6 k 711 
5,008 

176 
108 

.. 
14,485 

303 
8 

8.015 
3,090 

194 
66 

1,,231 
24 
3 
1 

7#440 . 
437 

84 
42 

8,417 
140 

15 
2 

399 
89 
12 

3 

219 
20 

2 

;: 

31,876 24,876 12~OO3 14,196 11,367 1_266 8,003 8,574 503 241 

~ f; 
'K 

(.) 	 An agre3mcmt has been Qors~lu.c.ed. whe<'e~1 JRf30 assigns most of these oases to La.nd Bromen. Appropriate statlstioal adjustments .~-

will be made when the c;.';''':';',1.1 'transi'elt' f·fmosa oases !.as taken pla.oe. ~JI .•'~ 
Page 5. 
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enCUMULJ.}.TlVE ST~·..TISTICliL· INTERNAL RESTITUTION PROGRESS. REfORT 

. 10 November 1947 - 31 July 1951 


SCHEDULE B 


XII. TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS a 
l:~~Restltution :';~critie3) 

Amioably settled 


Granted. by deoision 


Dismissed 


Withdrawn 

Bulk settled 

Total 

Total Bavaria Hesse 
. Wuerttomberg-

Badon Bremen 
lIidi­
vidual JRSO 

Indi­
vidual JRSO 

Indi­
vidual JRSO 

Indi·· 
vidual JRSO 

Indi­
vidual JRSO 

, 
17,135 4,,075 6,,733 880 5,833 2,051 4:355 1,108 214 36. 

3,322 121 339 5 2,362 81 262 38 359 3 

3,960 31 1,,023 2 2,028 18 756 7 153 4 

11,718 9,,768 5,586 4,208 3,934 2.814 1,875 2,710 323 36 . 

13,231 13,231 

36,135 27,232 13,681 5,095 14,,157 18,,195 7,248 3.,863 l.lO~9 19 

Page 6. Vi 

" 
~I 
\._lI.. 

" ~ 

" 


I 



i 
J:-O., J 
c;TYPES AND ESTIMATED VALUES OF PROPERTY RESTITUTED as of JULY 31j01951 ANNEX TO STATISTIOAL INTE!RNilL RESTITUTION PROGRESS REroRT 
O? 
C\l 
C") 

, 

PJ.ge 7 
~37 

, 
Total Hesse Wuerttemberg-Baden Bremen 

Units ValueDM Value OM Un;i.ts Value DM Units Value, DM Units, Value DM ' i ("r") 

BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISES 

REAL ESTATE 

INTERESTS IN 
, REAL ESTATE 

INDIVID1JAL 
JRSO 

TOTAL 

INDIVIDUAL 
JRSO 

,TOTAL 

INDIVIDUAl.. 
JRSO 

TOTAL 

SHAHES INDIVIDUAl.. 
PARTICIPATIONS JRSO 
SECURITIES 

ART OBJ"E!CT9 
HELIGIOUS OBJ. 
VALUABLES 

TOTAL 
~OTAL 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

INDIVIDUAL 
JRSO 

280 I 79,122;176 103 25,401,350 66 
t, 

280 I 79,122,176 103 25,401,350 66 

11,338 279,577,fltl3 I 4~172 132,,246,,872' 4",320 62,9041!26~ 
1,232 6,110 .. 387 1 ,431' 21'248 ..946590 2,658,,821 

12,570 . 28f~G88t2?0 . 4~603 131~494,818 4,910 65,563,08~ 

55i' ;lr'·;···~~052,~~~·t 263 2,712,,435 20G I 1,,628.920 
34 '99,995 t 4 37;;700 18 I' 26 .. 216 

585 I 7 1 162 9 985 257 I 2~750;135 t 224 I 1,,655.136 

62,604,,053 t 30,670,205 6,86~ 
55 r 482 ,', ' 50,500 41 

~RA.ND TOTAL ___L:2~~_i~:51:.CO~' , !_ 12S2~010 .. 3G2 '176,5: 

.. ) Household goods, mao1' i.nery, t1\.:;~.;.;,~:>.:c ..ve~:olioies, sopyrights ete. 

27 ;0316,120 

27 ~ 316~120 

9 ,-
9 

106 
17 

123 

4 
1 

5, 

2 

2 

91,241 

~ 
91,241 J 

7,560,36Q t 
348,410 I 

-, 
7,908 ..770 i 

I
19,800 ! 

5,184 i 
24,984 I 

425,.5~ J 
; 
J 

4251'500 ! 
.......---1" 
627 i 

- i 
627 .I 

5,590~OOO I 
128,648 i-----, 

5,718,6481, 
44,480 

44,480 

13,732,008 
482,242 

14,214,250 

• 
'I 

- -IbV \;I'. ---7' 
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ex,)DISTRIButION OF VALUES BY NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE OF RZSTITUTEES aNNEX. TO STATISTICAL INTERNAL RESTITU'1'IOH PROGRESS REPORT 
c'

AS OF JULY 31, 1951 a:: 
c<! 
M... '" 
('1'''NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE 'roTAL DM NATIONALITY OR RESIDENCE TOT1Ua DM NATIONALITY OR RESl )ENCE TOT.lU, DM 

Argentina 9,391,568 Hungary 87 i110 Saar Territory 82,064 
Australia 6,128,823 India 157,719 South ia.f':rioa 5.515,4ro 
Austria 1~416,510 Iran 6,,952 Spain 190,,949 
Belgium 1,480,187 Israel 26,865,197 Sweden 1,,214;934 I

'\ 

Bolivia 5"76,941 Italy 1,317,007 ,Switzerland 28,840,394 ,I·. 
, , Brazil 6,,~32,.775 Jamaioa 24,000 Syria 8,100, 

Canada 3,100;0321 Japan 13,266 Thailand 6,,500 
Chile 1.866,,620 Lieohtenstein 76.660 Turkey 318,641 

China 184,091 Luxemburg. 303,422 United Kingdom 59,,5£2,,491 
Columbia 232,196 Mona.oo 5<1:5 U.. s ..A. 284,741,248 
Cuba 15,714,438 Mexioo 2,658,,910 ,Uruguay 3,415,333 
C zeoho slovakia 151,722 Netherlands 16.?860 .. 323 Venezuela 4,,824,961 

Danina.rk 101,219 Netherlands Indies 13,112 Yugoslavia 64,000 ,[,I 
Eouador 535~850 Norway 56,515 Stateless 14,203 


, Egypt 255.,093 Pakistan. 64,800 .. Misoel1aneous 8,110,811 
 I 

rEire 55,,972 Pal!llIllB. 13,000 
Total 613",641,,099 

, Finland 881 620 Paraguay 3,700 .. J R S 0 37,8031 908 
Franc'a 11,145.142 Peru 856,'695 
Gennany 101,405,325 Philippines 11,000 GIWfD TOTiLL 651.,451,001 
Greeoe 6,008 Poland ,59,000' J 

~ 
Guatemala' 80,300 Portugal 83.351 ItS 
Honduras 149,500 ' ROUIll8...'I'lia 189,463 

u 
~ ,. \ h,.) Property restituted to "laimants of' more than one nationality where distribution of' values could not be determined. 

116 .... ) Property restituted. to tLe Jewish Restitution Suooessor Organization oannot be related to any partioular nationality. 3J 
, '. 
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To. ~ B. Ferencz 
lerome J. Jacobson 

. ElbP 
ac J DR. N. OOBINSON 

MEMBER. ORGANIZATIONS 
AMERICAN JEWISl[ COMMITTEE AGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD OIlGANlZATION WORLD JEWlSl[ CONGRESS COUNCIL FOR THE 

PllOTECTlON OF THE mGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BruTISH JEWS CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE OF UBERATED JEWS IN GERMANY CONSEJL REPRESENTATIF DES lUIFS DE FRANCE CENTRAL BIUTISH FUND 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTmBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. •. lEWISl[ CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 


INTEllESSENVERTBETUNG ISRAELlTlSCHEB XULTUSGEMEINDEN IN THE '11. S. ZONE' OF GERMANY ANGLO·JEWISH ASSOCIATION 


-----------------------------------OPERATING AGENTS--~----------------______________ 
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTmBUTION COMMITTEE. INC; • JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, mc• 
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, ' 

~:Meeti~g of't'he, Fonr O~'g~ni,z~\'t:ro ns,'~ed.t'le.'sd:ay t 

'-Jllly 25th •. }.2:)O' P.~1~,t' ,at ~th~ p:fUces.of ,'the 
',·_,Joirlt .Dht :db1:;1 t ~on COlllrn it,tee . 

~'!r. 'Y18uri ce M. 130ukstei n 

Mf; ~J!Q se s A. Leavitt 
Mr.R9beH Pilpei " 

,'·.stl]lol1Se'g~+ 

;';Dr .;,i~ahem!~hRbb in~on ' 
_ ", ":' ,"'''' :,' 1'" .1., -~. .' ',. 

"', 'J;" >, , • ~'~ '.' ; ,'"',, ' ',.. _', ~,_: ' 

Tllqi fi ret.1 t;~m' on th~)a'gehda ,concernedapp;roya.l,by:'the foutorgamzations·of. 
; oomoiren conce'rriirig: th,e 'sCope a'rid n;':iture of, Jewi'Shresti tut iOn.'aml' indem­

cl'~~mo,'WNch ha~\'b~e~,.',~~'~~~.s~ed!JY 'Jjr., ~er~pl.o·f ,th~ Isrdelt Elilbasar,izl', " 
: ' .. z.t:;t',~;Rg9k" a.nd,:Qr.~~ipso'n');f:~.IJt!'lpa,re4··.~udh, am,e~.orJin~u~, co~~.ai'n:ll1g, . 

l,stica,linformnt iQn 'iil,pd..,~qnjSlct~~9t ".and , reques ted a.pproval.of the :0 1":" 

,so~;that.:j:t,·co,utq., ~~'ii:~ried:,~ndn\ai"ie4':~op:f."Keren;~" Mr. Leq,Y1t,t' . " . 
crl3,l.':SiSCl;, the,a~est1:O,h,,,~he.t ,-"c'tua/liY,l'ftt,j;e'\le:finiti\kt' i'rifcHmation",Ja:a' e:fiai;1ab'l~ 'cotr.-:' 

.j" ","'" ',"" ',·--.;1,' ,c". ",.,., _,'; ,,", .,:- ,,} ,:.",r,,~'l",:.,_ '"'1-'."1' : ,'" " . ',." ','!"~'-,""",:_",j>"', ,__.,Ie' ,"" ',_,',:':' " ' .'_ '.',', 

~tP:EJ~o:t,~n,t:i(?l ere~V;erte!'l,'andMt>'l\i)~ PQi.rj.te(.f9u't"that\.~11i's. \,,;:i9!str,e'~sad ' 
memo~ali41.l}n~ . r:rlierneeting'~:E;reed"tp' tly'l mernorand?,ll in 'its propo:s.ed:, form. " 

'. ;'2),;!1'he>'SG.cO,~d,);i~:~,mort-t:he 11i~")!I!(1(x,.i,ri~':glye'd. ~h~ .~rob~e1!l'·:pos~!d ;b~ ~he "Cd'r;peAt> 
';,;1oritfbn .Con:£.er'onbQs on.G¢ rinany· s o::r(3~wn'r'de'bt:s.'Whi Ie 't hefi'r,st· pre1imlj;,..a:r,f,talks'

".",.;. "'. ,,'>'. ',;'_"_ ,,'1 . ~" ':,'" ,~;- '2 ,~ ":' :""""';,:; "f'""i,,"" ~'\"'.'.""- ";' ",," "\'~~""'" ~';/","'.",:. '~,.',""":\' ;to_")- ',"".;'

ihad; l".:owcnie:d.theconfer~nce ',';a'sschedtiled to beein work in Septe'riber;·:'l:iiid tne, 
';~sib·le~91~,6f,;e;,~ish);r~u:Ps·~(E1stobecons1de·r~d. . ."', , 

, "'"' ". '. '. 'I'. .: ,'" ,,"' " 

" '," " , ", ," _' t , '" ,,' '/ " • ." , . ."~:, I 
... ' . ).rr.RoGkr~'9.dl.e tt:i3f \llli:ich:nad;just:be~::i"rece~v~d fr,om !>ir.:Ferencz,·Qut-

U&ing '.t4E;!·:PCla\3~bJ,?;p().s~,tipp wi;ti chmiB:llt' be.takep.l,y the JR$O, and ~t ~:l1e s~ioo': 
~lm~'~h~iqntirig' a~~eUi'~tari5eto.take,;,ariy",ctiqn ~.t th~:mom~h~;:'6r(' the,basf~of, in:" 

,if6rm,9.tiofr: and.: ad',s. ce recai'vr~d':,:rrbm cer'tt.i'noffici aUi.. f.fr. "p·er.enc·z. 8.1 eoiildica1::6'.1 
,,~p~r '~xpe!ct'edt,o, ,rec~~ve' ~nd stu~deta~ledminuti:j's of ,the,'~reHmif1~rY: ,corifer­

.'e,g~t.,sqrn~f1Jr.~h~r ·~ller1?:fro!!1 .. 
.. r" i, ; \ '. 

; ,.,' " '~',. .,' ,:. ." ,: ;1 \:' ,'\' _ :', ,'.- :" , ~' ...:,~ "", • .' 

9":!,;,,:.,:;:(~M;~.]pl,lld3,~?inr~~sed r:t OUdstionas to whoin \-ie' "ro'qld~ppro~cht ~le fa \~e' eb 

eirep.r,trticipatiQn, f'and 14'r. Roek r~pliedt}1.at it, .\'J0\111. prob~b)y be ;S~',it~ 


'" :', I-:,p~r,tme,nt; <' " 
!,;" ." 

, . 
" -DrD 8egi?1:thenreque$ted C"l.tiori B.S' to the nat.ute of t,hs 

'Co,nfe:rence, inSeptember....,hicnDr. Robinson then proce,eded to l~ive.' He indic.::.ts(l 

thatthei·Eldif.f(~rent S ,contempl,,,ted in: t!1e'3c confel'ances. 'I'he f:ir~t ' 

"p~eli~d:n~~r;y 'dne:in fl'l:ct no\',' ' . but rance~ in Septem1lsr 1 wSl'6' 

~. , 

- ,'. 

" ,'. lo~.,e[l. " 
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also still p:;:eliminqry in.chnTRct,sr, 
"th~kery le!1stbneyeqr oefore'a\iythinr, (l.efJnit~ 1"ere,accomplhlll3~. 

rep*,esentedintl'':DS8 
m~ms in the, role of DOgerverSf.L'1d t,pe' 

, I 

Mr. 

at i
,' 

, 
with the Ge'r­

ob':'" . " 

~ 
J€M1SA 

' 

,>" 

8.00' c~;·: tp:e: I'l!r:in J.l~~b':" 
but of 

":, 
" 

" 

I' 

Je"lS~\:,lhO~/ere. ",'i. 
. , 

',: 
",' ' 

such c}:dris ngains
.' 

At· ,the, same 

, 

T:h(p ,. 
'. a.na . 

. 
Thei!/~o,vernment': 

in­
the~JEl~ns:,. 

the 
t l~e'/ 

, , 
\ 

and,it ':fas Ilntici~-"I.tedtl1atit would ,take 
The parties 

cnrtfe'rencee I'l.re'primt1rily tho:9;l1iedgovernmEHlt's, 
ssibili ,of f'lther gr<,ups entering' as 

, '. " 

Lc,:v1,tt{ndic!i~ed t'hat in his opfninn,the Jei>,hh or~'?i:ll:i~t:ions should" 
,~3i:np,~{, orce a~ain adv;i's~, ih"t'~,,:, ~tn,:te., '. ~e~,'~',l"tment. t the Germans" H1~~. ~~~,\,lh€\t'e,ver. 

. (Jtne1/<?utl;1oritles niight 0(3' crn;rc81"nl?d, lof, the existence nndthe nature'of, thiil 
,claimsj so tr""it theserni,~ht be put 'on record, and consideration given :to their 
,·<.:xl~stence inan.y disCllSsiom:;"which"m1ght take plqce. . 

. ~. 

',\ ·Dr, , Ro.binson 9tat ,thl'l.tthe re w.ere three consider,;"tionstobe, k:!?ptin mind 
",hi cionne~tio'n ~Jith the :·LOrido'Ii'C0U£:erenbe. A,) Anyone receiving' ~e·ttI~inerit, of, his·' 
b~:.ximun:ier "th~ se'pi ~ums,t9.n~,?s,;wj:lJ ,hfl-yo to ;t~e' q, very substantial req.uct ion 0'£' , 

'his cldm; b),i twill truee ye~r's lirt'tU''''th'e cl.ai'rns a~e 'settlEid; 
lem""fo.r Je\·ri ah groups, in biG o:p,inion, \>1",S, nnt nne of recognition of claims. 
trl?-l1s,~ex:,o:(:,~ss~ts. ,'~d ,it: \'If\~j,n.. l"L:~te,r .p-i~.l1.e c,t ion ,th\~t he, feared t,hE: Je\,ri sli 

'·i'nterest,s might!. 'b.ee,xcluded by, nrrllniements rettcned at L6'ndoti.·'·.~ 
'" , " " ... ... I j \.,. ~ :'k,' '" • "., .' '. .' " ',oJ; • l • ,'" ': "'.' ." -,' ., f .,~ , . "J ' .. . 

:·;j4r,,:Le~.V·i:e'tr~pJ.i~;r t):iathe Wb:!3rif)t o\·eri~~ conciarned;over·the transfer 
the:;na:tt~r.': 'I.t\,fould upper:ir to h~m; th!1.t thGpres:aure, of enornmus,holdings 

;'l~irks:,!'\!1d p,ro'petty 'in Germahy by Je'NS would exetctsB'sufficlent 'pr6:9sUre to insure .", 
tra,na:Eerconcessionsa,t s6mefutured~,te. Hnd "that mO.reover it:'tI01ll.d.no't be, 

c:,:lossible ,.to set ,.uptr~risfersche,mas for certnint<:rpups of 'cr,ed,itors \'1l').i1e·exOludir~, 
the Jewisll'lnterestso ' ' " 

" . Mr. ']ouke-tein felt t~atthe rn.'linproblem confr,ont.i~~ the organizations. lay
suil in p.npther d~r~'at ion. )t,consistedof'the question of how the 

, 'n.6,t~i,re,ctly,repreeent.e,d ,~gover:it,ElIl:t. \'le,re {~o1rig to berepre,sentedat, M-.e ,eon"" " 
.' 	·f~rep.ce ",toa.dvan.ce' theirc iins~qiIl9\t the Reich~ which dfd nqt actually 'fall 

exactly ip the <?'lteeory of, p~e~\lm,r ·d,e"tjts. ,He referr,ed to Dr. Ll'tndauer's' o:P~Ili\!>n, 
;tl:!.at· 'suQhcle.im.s I;\sthe'.ReichFlight<TaxsMulrl'berecQverob Ie by

'., tii~Rbigh. ' ':Hefef;:red'tr,q~ if, tlie'Je"ra j:lid'ridt"pres~iit, t,hei'fClalll'.s 'iri'some form, ()r
:~no,~1\er,~-t'heit-",6~'d' S1lDsequerl'tJ.Y"be bJ'trred 'frdm~dvarlcbl'~ their,'·claims •. 
,',~:i:m~ •.he felt th[;I..t .. therEiw,breconsidet'\l;lle techhiCt:l.l difficulties in the\l'ay'ofi 
~:'tl~,ing~,inv:i. t~'d to partlCip"lte.· , .. ' ", , , 
,- "' '. - '_"' ' J.' _ .- • 

',1. 

'·Dr. Robin~bh th;,:t,he di9","gr~ea.' ",Hh Dr. Land'luer's" phiuUon~ 
_.,cj!l3.im~ l1.?Aedby Dr•. I'f:Ln~auer ~Z:9:~lJbnvered 9y'tJ18 Gener:>.1, Cll£'ims.legisl~tiori. 

.reMv~ ~~e's, c?n bemad~ ~rd'e r \t};i~Ll,:lw • :As:fb rthepro0 +8'm of'pre Mmting the' ,claim s'; 

it, might 'not be ,too ·diff'ic1IDrt;· if, iti';9te deCided to {lo 9'0;' 'r.heJ'RS0tp';~"B.n_~ 

ehcan in'ga~izatinn, / co1,lldbe r~:pr0sentedby theSt~te Dep:3.rtment. 

of lera,al. ,,,hieh has 'been invi to attend as p,n ob'server. \~()uld. represent t 


,tereat's-of its n:'\ti~ s. Olearl~rt no rlecisi,:.,'n coul,dbema!ie irl in.vor :of 
in I SrJ3.al, ~'rhich vlOulcl not ~tlsn in favnr of the' Jelilg in other,"col),ntries. 

'~1r" BOi.lk:stein then rlli'3ed the stion Dr. Robinson. felt that 
: ~" 

Je\'li orglUli zatinns should M~ take up this Dr. Bohinson st d 

" 	 . 
. "n, 	 , 

. ,l 	
.',; ~,:1;~ 

________________________________ __ _.:.....:..__ __ __ I '" __"._'_4,_~~,_~.~-'\,._.'_' ~ ~ ~=_ 
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. did not see how. they possibly could do so, since. they had no authority to speak for 
inClividual claJrrlR.nts •. who had their ;privllte claims, and whO hr~d delJ3g"l,ted l no such' 
authority.to the. orga.Rizations•.·To thi", Mr•. ·B~)Ukstein replied that theorganizB.t­

·.tioD:s ~neverth~les9 .bad acertainnioral;respollsibi~itywliich would warrant their in­
. terventionif something' could beaccr;>mplished by i.t. 

. '.' Mr. Le.<tvittraised theqllesti~ri of what types of .claims .could be ~orisidered. 
in this ·90nnection~Dr. ROlJinsonst~ted that it were mainly: cla.ims llnderthe gao-' 

.:" era-I .al.aims raw and ala.ims."l,galnst the Reich under'the resti tution legislations. 

. .Mro·Rock pOintedoutth~t, in hispre11rniAAry,memorandutilto tl1eorganizat it>ns . 
·prepS.red,for the instailt meeting; he had attempt,ed to ,redllce the problem to a,prob:­

lemof transfer. In view of the fiict that the London conference 'was. to .deal with tle 
i,foreign11 obiiga;tipns of\GerJl1.!3;l1¥. and. h"l,d the goal of est.l!'l.blishing GerIl'k'1zwl s fo~eign 

. cl~edi t .p)siti'o~ the .tr$),:nsf.erof restltutedand i!ldemnificationasse ts ~(:\s to be 
.. coriS1del'ed a: "foreign" obligl'ttion of Germany. .' . 

Dr. Robinson suggested ~s a'~'3~ible goalth"l.tt,~p.atever arrangements ID1ght 
be. req,ched in, r,ondon, itsho:uld be noted at. that time that other claims ~mGerma.ny, 
i .• e.• the Jewish claims, still remain llnsettled•. 

Mr. Leavi tt ag'linraised the poi'nt th"l.t, shollld "l,favorable decision bem::la.e 
l'egardinglsraeli citizEIn.S, . such a decision would have to apply to, Jews .throughout 
the world. 

" . . . . " 	 . " . 

• Mr. Boukstein t.hen cited the exampie ()fanindividual, who fnrmerly resided. 
:'n C. S.R. andwhOis'nOw a citizen of this couIltrYG The Germans co;nfiscatedthis 
mant S property, and he has now a claim aF!ainat them. However, at the time. the loss 
took place,tb,is individual was not a. U~·S: national,· and it might.'very well·be· 
that t he State . Department would not bew:l:lling to. represent his interests. 

Mr.. Le~vi'ttpolntedou tth"lturile ss the Jewish int.erest s· cnuld· in,··factget 
~he. support of .the State Department , theycollldnot· expect too.btain· 8.l'l¥thing. 
Certainly rio othe:r met~ods wollldhave ~ effectp . 

, . Dr. Segal felt tha.t.the::l.pproach therefore might best be to obtain. the agree­
.ment of the State::Qepartment. to.he principle th~t Whatever dec~ sionswe~ ~de on 

behalf of allieq.nationals, should a:lsoarply to everyone else, .1..e.· tost.o.teiess 
refugees, etc. 

. . .
·lvIt. :eoUk:ste~n. st~teq. that he w~s completely in agreement with the point ad-

v:anced'byM+.~e~vi th.1 .f). 1;NJ..t .aIle.Lpp;rQa,cp-f;lPPtllCi:be.. rria.dE3tO the allfed govern-. 
• .mf3;I~EI' pa:rticuJ,arly ~h<?S~ate Department. Howev.e'r, ~ further' f~it' tha.t.s.Q~Q ,repre... 

'. 	sent4tiveof theorganizationsshouldbe .. ln London, even withoutanyofficio.l···· 
capacity, in order to bel9.bie toobse'rve the proceedings' .and ,keep theorganiz~tions 
advised. There 'l-rclsfull agreement with t~J.s point. .,' 

Mr. Le)':\vi tt felt that. the next . step would seem' to be f,or someone ·toprepare 
a memora.ndum on thi~ subject, circlllate it to the various groups in the different 
allied COun tries, so tha.t work, ,'Ii tho t~e allied governments could be begun. 

loverI 
.. :' 	 'l31) n 1· 7'til I..~ .... 
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. Mr. Rock sta.ted that he' personally felt not too anx1ou:s to submit, these claims 
for consideration at ·the:llo!ldon conference. The atmosphere there would be a. comnler­
c1a.1 one. involving Germanyt scredit position, a.nd would clea.rly be hostile to the 

'Jewish interests. Even if the claims should be recognized,there would follow only 
",:. pa.rtial, long-termp.-"lyment. li'e felt th!!:tt the .be.st approach was the one which had 
been used up torloW. i. e. to :emphasi ze the specia.l chara.cter of the Jewish matters 
and to keep themc'ompletely separate ·from commerci~l claims, etc. If the Department 
should decide to bring these ma.ttersup at London, that would be.1OI. different story, 
bc:.t for the Jewish groups themselves to do it would. be rnpst risiqr, at least until . 
furthe! information was ":~:v~i lable. 

Mr. Leavitt ra.ised .the ;question whether,. if. 'the .. Bonn, goverrune'nt ~ere 'estab­
lished: a.t the London Conference as successor to the Reich,fot' the purpose of the 

" externa.l debt-s, it could not be automatically r:e~arded assucce';sor to all other 
Reich liabilities arid become ob1i:~~ted to p~. Dr. Robinson pOinted out ,that '~he ' 
Bonn government had always been rnnstaJixious: t"o avoid such a generalsuQcessorship 

'principle. It therefore would ::l.ssUme li'3.bility only in t.he cnse of some specifi­
cally .na.mcid 1;\nd I!tgreed upon debts, the 'defini tion of which would be the task o.:f .the 

. \ - ' , I
. London conference.. 

. Mr.:Botikstein sta.ted th<a.t· he agreed with the position taken by Mr. Ro.ck, 
. provided i twas m:otde ,clea.r that such M appro:otchwould hot ba.r tile Jewish groups. 
from submitting their claims I3.t a later date., His co'ncern WIOl.S that the Jewish 
Groups' might in fact be b1Oi.rred 1fthey did not ~hdicate at this time th~t their,' 
claims exi sted. 

'Mr. r,eavi tt, pOinted out that even Mr. ,Ferencz had becOme rell,lctantto approach 
the London.confe.rence with as relatively $imple a prt1'blem as the. JRSO claims. " The 
danger which ,would obviou$ly exist would be to be denied consideration.qn techni~ 
cal grounds arid to be .thus ruled out before the case has even begun.-'rhe,refore 
he felt that no action; should be taken.until September, at which time the situa­
t ion should once more be reviewed. 

Dr. Robinson pointed' 0ut tn.'lt there lvas no danger as far 101.9 reOOgnitj,.on of 
'CI::dins wi;l.s concerned. All the Jewish cllOl.ims"were fully recognized andesta;blished• 

. . Hawev,er;tlie Jew! sh orgaIiiz~tions w6uldwant'to be sure ntit to be excluded froril-aW 
trlOl.nsfer schemes whichinight be developed at London. And if. they did not voice ' 
these claims at London. they mip;htsomehowbe left out of 'these arrlOl.ngemimts. 

.' .. " ......: 

" ..Mr."Le'a.vittffHt, tha.ttherewa;s.:riottoo ,gre!Jt; ,a. d.anger~oi ;this., .The,,~conom,ic , 
":pres~ur~of .;the'accum~l.~~ed l:OJAirigs .of, Jewll'fn GermanY:woUl9-,be·. 8ogreat .•,tl?at 'some , 

!1.9tion! re~ahHngthein "wi'>ulliha.ye.£obetW{en, ·iftheGetJnilns.'wereto a,void'a ..per~ 
·p~tUe.lblack ,~rketinblocked currency. . '. ," " ' ""'" 

Dr. Se{;al ·st8.tedthat while rio decision VTttS tiken at the, moment regar<;ling the 
confererice at.London, . he felt' that, irithe Me~"hwhile there' should 1;lasome discussions· 
with the stttte Department, regarding the principle of equality of treatment, bei t 
in recognition of intransfer pos!;ibilitles, of all ciq,iMlOI.nts regardless of 
nationality. . 

\ 
+
/' 
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Mr.Bouk'sti?iIist'lted that.he wrlulddiscuss thisma;tter in Jerusalem•. 
. . . : ," ,,' "" 

":, 

,Mr. Rock ,stated that· discussions inifasl1ington were a very Vllid Ejuggestion'-: •.•. 
. . '. : ··At:the.rnqment,. ,J:lOw3verf, ',c,a,re 'shQUldbe .t,akeIi. t'hat 'thi slliat~.E?r not pe confused wi t:q' \ ' .. 

. the.penciingJRSOtrans:fer +i~i1set ,an.dthlli th.e,la tier be permitted to go' forWard' 
,': 

" 
:,< 

, - , wi thotitl:itit~rfe:rence~There£o:te,ca\.lt1onwould 'have tobs exercised. in these di~ 
" cus'~i,ons~·':He suggested ,'tha.t 'upon the return' of Sy R11bin, he. and Dr~Robin~on night 

, go toWashipgtoriand together~thMr. Rubin have' Rconferericewith some l.9wer. ' 
,'level 'people' of ,the "'St~te D.ElP13.rtment ,to" discuss .thequest io.n: informa+ly anq. off­

......'..the-re'cord.· 
~ . .' 

3) :l:Ietrless J~wi sli assetsiIl' Sw:1.tzerland~ 
...... /'.... 

"', I ~ 

Y. ,.J "Mr.. Eo ck ,pqin,ted..l')ut'tha.Lat~'!preYi0US date,' I'tbollt ~·ye~r.:'3.go ,.~he Jewish 
'. ...... '~'. 

'1'.,', ;irganfzatidns ha.da.g~edto·cease 'thElir> activitiesinthism.!3.t.te'r in order. to per­
. - ;tiit .the±s~~eli government toc~rryforwa~d its own negotiations in this respeGt~ 
 . .' . 

", The IIsrr:teli g(")v'ernment.howevert~'ldno,t.beE3n able to accomplish· anythingintl:ie. .',". , ~ ':, ..•': . 
'. matter, and the rroblemwasIlow. retur,nerl. to the four orgaili iationsfor whatever ~~ ." :/ 

..act~onthey might fe~l able and wiliingto't~ke. Mr. Boukstein stated that hehad 
been advised th.!3.t the only effective'procEldure which,might'be followed would be to 

~>: .. ' 

" :;./' 

'.;". retain fl. competent SWissattorIieyto.soundout.tliesi tllation. Mr~Leavitt pointed' , ' 

,,(~ut~ha.tt.he proplemwasfurther complic~ted by,th~fllct t'hatthe Swiss Jewish c')m-' '\ 
~ 

Jtl1in~ty, whi'ch wasentf,rely withnui iriflu9Iice in the governmeIlt;wasreseI).tf:ul of 
illterfsrence by' th~ outside organizat1rms.However,hEl i'eU tha.-t it might be worth 
~Thile to retain a lawyer in Switzerland. Dr. Rf'lbin,son stated· that he did ).lo·t f.eel 
su'cha cqllrs~ lITould''brtngiiIlY further ,re~ults.· ~t W1'l~. r~dogniz'ed'llY thElgroups· 
that rio api)l~oa¢h would be likely tobe efI(:lctiire '\lhtil the. U.S. hadftrst ene,ct.ed 
somelegislf.].tion of itsownrE)g.!3.rdirig heirless assets in thisC9~try,lJJld that un.:.. 
til tlienthere' wnsnbtJllU.ch point to any further effnrtg.Howsver ;,t.bere ·was the',' . " .... 

" j' 
. questionef theinipending poss1bre dEl~lbetweenthe8wiss and the Hungarians, and" 

.......: Jtwas,suggE)stedt Pata.'l~,~.1;Elr '1>.13., ~E:lJjt...Jo .... ;J:~ rt'-J.JaG()h!3().n."asi-c:i,~, p.imtp,~'t" i,J;lt,(n~ch' 
with theSWi.ss Je1r-Tis4 community ,in that matter' arid toady1se"N~"'T York. 

.. ... 

4). J13wish claims und.erth~ vr~r' clai'ms~ct ... 
: 

.... , " ,:-:.,,', ,: 
.' :" 
. :,: ";'. ..' ..Mr. Rock outlined the history of .the War Claims Act:indi1i~pres~nt scope and 

.:·.pos'siQi 1ities.Dr.~o;bi·ns~n referreclt'Q ..~ n~wapproa.ch\o!h,ic,hha.d b,een :S1lggt3_s.teA}~o
,", , ..\ ..... 

theWl;\tClaims Commission fnthisresp~ct.Thi9iapp:roa:ch.w::ts that ·eveI'Y0newho had. ' 
'a;. claflIl W::ts entHledto receiv:eqollipe'nsation, regardless oftheactua.l .amountof 

..... e nell\Vassets,heldlnthiscount.ry. 'ACongre ssiOI~al.appropriat i()n. might. be.. :re~. , , 
.".... . . "--;.,j 

quil'edto1'lleet a}Dssible deficit .. S'llch an ::tpprh!lchh~dam:p:l.e precedent in'1a.r. . 
"":9oiri]i¢,nsAtl'c>*:I~giSiation ~ll \1ver ttle.world~ Asft)r thepogsibler'o:j,e ofJe~,~sl1.' . 
..ciaims;,1.'e. ,:clalms:by, Jews ·who,~iuf:fered; Id.t:ulil'\ge ~andwho8.re:,now. citi:z9n,s,o.;r'rE:l.si~ ..' 
dents of this country~ Mr. Rock poi:nted out th~t'it Was clear that the. first ef- ..' 

.. ,;..... 

';: ,"; fort wo.uld have to be ml3,de to convince· the ~ICC th::ttthese were iIi fact valid ciEi:ims.' 

......-. ··r twas decidedthat,'l/henMr. RoCkandDr. Rhbinsonwou.ldmeet,with Sy.. Rubiri ..... .:. .. --,--.-.. 

inWashingtim, there should be, some prelimi,nary explOratinnof' this problem wi ththe 
staff of the WCC. 

"IOVERI 
", ~,' . 

.' /' 
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\ .:. ;'1"'"•5) Mention W-'3.S IIl~de of the f~ct tMt the pro~sed SDendment to Section 32 of_ 
. the Trilding \'Ii th the Enemy Act had ag~in been intrbduced in Congress, ruld the o-rga-: ,:,' 

ni zat ions would again make rul effort 0 th~ve it passed. 
..r·. 

6) The last item of the~genda involved the problem of the Wbolworth' Co.' s 
attempts to defeat restitUtion.in Germany.·The det"liled tm.teri~l which Md been 
received from Germany in. this connection WRS turned Dver to the American Jewish 
Committee, wi ththe uiiderstaIl~ng that they would attempt tofiild some· informal 

. '. 
u-:ntacts with some highly.' pl8.ced individuals of the Woolworth Co •• to take ~p this 
matter wit h them. . 
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~•.M. Iouketel" 
~8~~ :A.J.eavlt'· . 
Sl~a ..cAl . 

'If-_mi.ah J8ebta$o. 

J':NDlI..~ll_~ 

. ~''411., c;oafl1"11l ~ha'a lull_om. -..s'iDlot ~.:f8UJ' ~enot•• '\ltU.1 ~)a$.14 
. on\1~~'t\\,lUJ.7.IJtt'~~t12l:JOP.M,.1. tJM;. ottl•• " .. ~.a.'270~'.~ 
4.\v.~!~~'•• wbi ..h ha,~".eJl"",,8ts4 101' 4t$.0\l~.lon ,,' ,bat. .... '~. ~ to.1101f81 

1.) .. JS.rdll· J$)al'a'ltU1S .$lu... . 
.' , 

2) ~'I!~C8mS."Lo•• ~Jt.._ t>:apJe-war "bt.• ~ 

J) 1{e~J'l."'B 1&l#l.1'l........l.aMt...-1a.D4. (.'lhe' II~11 go~e.~_'_"·
eul:tetnq..,.este.4 .theJ1.gbt'O,"•• thll~di()1l .alGDrI.• aadth.; fo~1' 

··.·.~_,'ia~ .lUul... ,".hri~ ._ned ~.1...) . . . 

4) I.... Claltl. lIeto8 1J~ Wa.Ul!UlM.CJQ_le.1Q." 

5)PNi~~ _e.~,..~. ''lrtldiMwtth t~.'" At. :re.gar4l-"
lUt..~ielaJew1.~pJl'lf$"y. t,the 11-~. '. . . . 

. . .....~ . '." . ,.' ..... . " 

~)' ~'"n'actl~.* "a'n. H,tltlltlolt",Wo()l.WD.-th e~. rep:N~eJlta"1"•• til 

~'~~•...... "" ....... ~'~ 

A~~'l,,~-l;)ab,oi~, ..~"}~bl~tiIoa~ 1 ~vep'fi=)par$~tUat~C(t~l~ " 

tloa to 'bel$Ita.lt lD1allfi.s9.,·wktt.1ll th,e lat.'.' Da4. ea:..-lt.r r&qu.~"e.ttlMfDt$)l
\M "eo".' leWi....lIJa1Ul~f\~~ G$'~. Ul ...(ru.on ~~hJf.htl tu.tl()n .. a.tlcl ....,.... 
• &t~f)" tle/rtm],a.,t.oa,.•·W,.IIC1)~~tlf)tl .•}u)~.4..b'$Sent •• ~. ,~ ·~.o~ ·~lut..t()\\I' 
agencies. a.s~ ·~... l.a 8It~men.~ll i~$CODt"Jlt&•.. '. ~~. l~.2). '4) aJl4 

. 5) $llt)'\Te;t: ·aiaattaCAtDC hareV$:~h 8.e1.t...ex.p~~", riiell!l)~~w~.• iilWnmari.I~. 
the vario.i coDBtd.~tlGa. 1~Qlv~ 'ant "~.e.h sbQuld.b. :re;l4 to" 'ba;ckgrOtU14 befo... 
Wtu~ne/ldlJ.yt"JllefHtftf..la addtU...taat'Aloh1~ .a..._.of til 1" tar ".~!J$a, ,....
eet.!.,· f •• M~~ 1fer.a'''t~ whiG, aetefoJ't)& tM'PJ'Dlllemla ooanecUoa with 1~ 6). 
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In view of the length of the agenaa.. ma;v X ~9t that ,au flaUnt G.1i :the 
meeting la.f$t1X)g at least until 2J)O P.M. on WEiul.uesW. 
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Dear Dr. Keren: 

.At the meeting which you and theAmbassa~or held with seve,ralr~presen­

tativ8s of the Ullldersigned organizations on Wednesdi:>:y, July 11th, you re­
. .' 

quested that a number of 'thep0ints ml\de in the discussion, particularly cer­
, . 

tl3.in stathtical f.l\cts,be set fOrth in an rtide memoire to be submitted to you. 

We hl'l.veprep.'1redthe material in question and are attaching it herewith. We 

trust that this wiil give you the inform:::1.tin:l yOu require, .l3.nd we~tandready 

of course to furnish.you with whatever ,further assista,rlce or data you may 

requei:;t. 

Sincerely yours, 

JEWISH AGEllfCY FORPALE.STlNE .ti.HERICANJOINT D18TRI9UTIOlICOIvUUTTEE 

~' 

WORLD JEi-fISH CONGRESS AMERICANJEl'iI SH coMrHTTEE ' 

332921 




MEHORANDUM 

, Posstble Cr-inflict Between Gnvernment nf Israel t s 
Reparqti~ns Cl~im on Ger~ny and Jewish C~ims 
Under Existing Restitution a.nd Cnmpensntinn Legis- . 

lqtinn in Germa.ny 

The que-ation of possible cnnfli:ct between the claim of the Isrl'leli' govern..; 

ment for reparations and the various restitutifln qncl compensl'ltinn claims on Gerlilal\Y 
. ;" .. 

by Jews abroad cannot be cnnsiclered or c1early underst<)nd withAut reference to the 

sizE! of the fund represented by the latter claims. The infnrmatinn thr'1.t these mJ.XY 

qmount to f:l.S lTlUch as fi7e billilin Dl<i hqg generally caused surprise. A'il the statis,,:"" 

tics set forth below 1I1i11 incli.c,"l.te, thisegtimn.te is in fact a cnnservative nne. 

Nnr clln it be argued thqt the funds in, qU;7stlnn, nnce they have been re... 

cnvereci unc'\.er the existing re"lt1tutinn qnd cn~pens'ltinn legishtion. can be trans­

ferred nut of Germql'l\Y under the present 
" 

regulqtinns reg~rding trans?cti')ns 
-
in 

'. ".' 

bIn ckeci DM, and therefnre do not represent a cnnflict wi th the, Isrqeli reparatinns 

claim against the West Germangnv8rnment as such. The fact of the ~~tter is that 

current transactinns in blncked DM net nnly slightly more than 50% of the official 

value. ,Inasmuch as the recl"lveries. r:tnd payments J',rovided by the restituti~n ::Ind com­

pensatbn legi!31qtion must be regarded ~,s having been serinumly intended as the 

minimum value tn which the p3rs~cutees were entitled, there wnu11 seem to be no jus­

tification for the acceptance by Jews nf adiminutinn, nf these proceeds by one-half. 

The ~lternative' is to request I')f the 13.1lie!3 I3.nrl the Germ8.n g'l')vernment transfer of 

these funcls at full vn.lue. Once such a request is fnrms:tlly submitted, tllere is iit­

tIe questinn that it will be reg'J.rded I3.S a. new "cnllective Jewish demand" on Germal'l\Y 

'3nd. thl'lt, for snme purrl"lses at le<lBt, it wHl be Cl'nsiilered tngether wi th the 

r srael! repal'ation8 demand, tn the mutual cletriment of bl'tho 

332022 
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The follnwing statistical analysis, which is submitted byway of support of 

the five billion DMfigure, is ,broken dnwn as betweenrestitutirinand compensation 

recover,e s. 

1) Anticipated Resti tuti'nn Recoveries' 

In the case hf restitutinn t ' the official HICOG rerort shl'lws that as of 
. ,.'" . .". 

J.by 31, 1'151. in the U.S. Zone of Germany, ll!3sets in the amount of DM 626,t388.OOO 

had been recovered. Numerically, this figure represents slightly mre than !',50% 
-' 

d.i'3posi tion of the
, 

total number of resti tution claims submitted. Assuoing that the 
. . . . 

, .'."." . '. 

casest.hus far include a dispropnrtinnate number of prnperties nf high value. it may 

be estimated that the tntal rec~veries fnr the U.d. Zone will amnunt to ~billion D~. 

Of the aforementirmed figure of DM 626.888.000 recovered, the HlCOG report, 

shows cash payments in the -imount of DM 185.981,000 or rnughly 30% of tho total. The 
, ' 

r~inaining 70% include's real estate, sh'\res nf businesses, securities.etc~ While it 

1s to be anticipated that at least snme nf the b,tter will rem.afn in an unliquidated 

state,there can be nn questi~n thf:tt a high P~l"Ir('lrtion of' this prol~erty is still be­

ing held in Germany because of the ~m'il1ingness of the nwners to transfer their 

3.ssets nut of'Germinyat the present unfavnrl1ble r8.tes. 

The above eS,timqte of nne billinn DM in restitutil'ln recl"lveries '1P1)110s to the 

U.S. Z"ne alone. Generqllr,' theU.S. Zone hl'\s heen reg<'l.rded 13.9 including approxi­
. '.' ' 

mntely 1/5 of the total l'tIl\ount of restitutable Je,',r.i.sh prorerty in Germany. Deducting 

'thl"se Inc~ted in the EasternZnno,·· itffi8.Y cr'lnservf:1.tively be estimated ,thB.t approxi-:­

mate '2 ~i~l'ion IN '\ofOrth of prnperty will be restituted in the BriUsh I:J.nd French 
, , 

Zones of Germany ~n1 in the We~tern sectnrs nfBArlin. Thu~ a tnt~l of. three 

billion DM in ~estituted assets may be cnunted upon. 
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The'1.forementi rmed M~ 31, 1951 report from RICOo. discloses th"l.t 25,510.000 DM 

.worth nfpr0perty has been restituted tn resin.ents of Israel, DEiduc"ting from the 

I'lforementioned 626~888~000 figureoftntal recnV,"'orios those recoveries attributable 

tn the JRSO, Israeli !lI3.tin n'1.lsmay be se'"en::t~" hwe:rec(lv"ered approximately "5% of" 

the t(l tal. 'rhus, tot'll recoveries of upwards nf 50millinnDMfn theU. ~r. Zone m'ly 

be antic:ipr-l.ted for Isr'1eli n'ltinnals, nr a tota.l of 150 million to 200 million for 

. '111 of "the" i'iestern znnes. 

2) " C"m~!lsatinn £:l'Iyment s 

As of May )1, lq5r~ 'lpprf")xi;u'ltely 257,000 petit inns unclerthe Generl3.l Cledins 

legisl'ltinn had been "sur-iti tted in the U.8. Zhne (it is to benote1 that a s'i~le 

petition often inclu(tesmnre th;,tn f'ne claim). Of thi'~ tnt'll, it wnuld appel?r that 
" . 

aY'prnximately 125,000 Peti ti .... ns'h:'l/l beensDbm1tted by inil~ividU'llsnutsid.e of Germany 

(the f'nly ones presenting '9.t!"'l.nsfer prl")blem) wl1r' in turn m'1y be 0!3tiniatedt'o bernade 
. . '.. . . 

".lp of 75,?00 ex,:",DPt s and~b'")ut 50,000 nf'n;"'DPl s, Le. GertnnIi-Jewish" emigree So " An 

estim'1.te of the number of in"1.emnific'ltinn claims which will be submitted in the other 

are"l.s of Germany is more difficult, since uD.llues:ti0nn.bly the overwhelming pro}X>rtiim 

"ni'claims by DPt s will h~ve been submitted in the U.S. Zrme. In the case of the 

nl"ln...;.DP'st hnwever,' the chimsshoulfl cnincl.ii.e t()the pre-w~r dl stributinri 6fJ0"VIS" 
. . . . 

n.ndprnperty in GerrhanYt· Md uSihg the s9.~ ratio applied in cnnnactihn wi th resti­
. . 

" " 

..,utinn~i t IDi:1ybe expected th<9.t" 1'l."ppr'"lxlml3.tely 100,000 inCl.emnificatinl1" chdms'wi-ll 

besllbinftted by nnn-DP Je"Vls rtasi<tiug ~brl"lad to the Bri tishand French Zones· an.~c to 

the Western Sectors nf Berlin. Adtiing 15,000 more fnr DP claims in these areas," a 

tnttl.l nfl15t 000 is f:l.rri ved I;\t, or ,"'- ?:rand tntal f'f 240,000' petitirins under genern l 

cl'lims legislation in all nf· the \lr~st~rn ~.re~s nf. Germany •. 

loverl 
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T~ing the low figure of s~mewhqt mnre th~n 6,000 TIM ~s representing the 

value of the aver"l8e cla.im thuJ3 f,ar settled, it i9 aeen that at le~st J! billion DM 

will b~. recovered. At the same time, it must be rec~gnh:ed tmt most of the claims 

thus far settled mveinvolved IIrleprivrttinn of liberty" :payments (these have a high 

prinri ty under the ~enera.l clrtims legi ala. tion) rtnd have included virtually ;IlOna of, 

the ch.ims for prnperty dama.,:;;espermitted uncier the le;:::!sla.tion; sin~ the latter 
, . - .' " , ' 

will involve h+:ghe:rpaYJTl9nts, it is to be. anticip~ted th,~t the afryrementinned average 

payment of 6,000 DM will rise to a hii!;her k vel in the future. Also, many of the 

cmms listed in the mCOG reports 'lS h!tvinf; been filed in Germany are a,ctually held 

oy penpl~ who have since ,emL~r.ated "tnd who llf')W resid,e abroad. For these and other 

rea.sons, it would appear artvi !iV:\ble to arici to the aforementil')nad total estimate an 

atiditinnal amount n! ha.lf a bi llion DM, thus brinf;inf; the total anti cip'lted recover-' 
, . , " . ": . . 

2 billion DM.., 

Insofar as claims by .resi ..lentsof hrrtel s:tr8 concElrneci, ~t may be expeCted 

tlvltthe percentage of the..tntal \<li 11 he higher than h..'\s been fnund in the case of 

r.e,stit\ltion, since a mD.ch, higher perce~tal?;e of DP' s (who are eligible under .the 

a;eneralclaims ll'\.w but do not u!'mally h"lve restitution ch\ims) \'/ent:to Israel than 
. ' . . f 

restitution. claimants; on the other hand, it mu~t fllso be recognized that t~,e value 
. '. , ,,> 

:If. the DP claims, inasmuch ~s they primarily involye. de:r:riv?-tinn of . liberty cases, 

wil.l run lO\:18r thall th(3cla~ms nt' .the nnn-DP's•., Al thl'lu~h the. a.bsence. of ?ff,iciaJ. 

stati~tic!3 break.!]¥; down gE:lneral claimspetitinns by countries of nrigin render es.1;i­
, ,,' ; . .' , . ',.' " '-. .' , 

mates in this,connectinn, extreuelydifficult, an ,infl'l!ffiedguess wmld bel that an:rn­

xir.18.tel¥ 15.-201&, of the to tal ge'n,erlll claims recoveries will be paid to, Israeli ll&­

tinna,le, or a rough total of some 350 ... 400 mill1nn DM. 



/ . 
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Recapitulating, it m.::ty be expected th-'lt .ql~'rr(")x~mately fi va billion DM will 

be recovered by Je...Ts unrler the ex! sting r,""sti tutinn ann. corrq;ensatil)n legislf:),tion in 

the Western a.reas of Germany. Of this total, apprnxiJTl,'l.tely 500 - 600 million DM 

~ be expected to be recnvered by resirlents of Israel. 

In closing, it is felt desirf1.ble tn cl3.11 flttentinn tn the fl'\ct that the above 

represents tanr:ible present '3.nd future cla.ims. Laws l3.1ready exist which provide for 

the pl'\yments in questinn, and every d.ay mAney is being paid into blAcked accounts all 

(')ver GerllRny. Within the very nellr future the Jewish organizations will probably 

find i t nec~ssary to call the !1ot tentinn of the authorities in Germ'1.ny to this pool 

of Jewish assets, and to request formtJ.lly qn arr~,n2'ement fnr the tra.nsfer abroad 

of these as'3ets Ilt full value. From the pnint of view of all ,Jewish interests. there 

would l3.ppear tn be every reasnn tn lent! suppnrt to !3uch a J.'rngram and to avoid 

action which will .in a.ny 1;/ay hind.er or je0I'~di ze the progra.m. 
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Items for Discussion by Four Agencies 

1) London Conference onPre-",ar Debts 

For some time now there haa been. discussion ~bout the possible role which 
Je"'JishorgaPi zations should seek in connection wHh the forthcoming London confer­
ence re.gardfng pre""ar German debts. l.n simplest. form, th~ problem is one of de,,:,: 
ciQ.ing whether the Jewish organization should attempt to argue that the various Jew­
ish claims on Germany have a pri,ority over other claims and should be settled tnde­
pt;!ndentlyandseparately by the Allies and Germans from the commercial types of claims~ 
or whethE;'lr they should advance their claims'at the London Conference, lest the govern­
ment s ~here represented regard Germany '1S be'inga very limited pie and disr-9se of 
that· en,tire limited pie among the pre~.war credi,tprs, leaving no po:r:tion for the 
Je1>rl.sh:claj,m,S. ASSUf.ling t1:lat~l1e la.tter approach were adopted,and the JewicSh orga­
ni zations did decide to attempt pa.rttR~:p~~~pn in the Lnndon rne~tln¢s, there would be 
the fUrther and basi c difficulty o:f alitemptingto. persuade tl1eLondon conferees 
that the Jevlish claims come under the cl'1.tegoryof "pre-"rar debts" or. can othervlise 
be broue;ht wi thin the leg"l.l framework of the conference's ,jurisdiction. 

The problem is a multi-sided nnd 'lnd differs as between the v'1ri01is types of 

Je'.,ish claims. The cl'lims which are perh'tps the ef\siest to reach a decision on are 

the restitution cases' where the Reich Was the cnnfiscrttor and the claim.'\nt, under 

the restitution la"ls, Me been '1.ble to or can obt'1.in .13. judgment .a#!:ainst the Reich; 

.in these c'lSe.s, particularly if the. c:nnfi"lcatton l,rae; one ,..lhich took. pl13.C6 before ,the 

w'\r, there "'Quld appe'1r to be a f~.vor"\ble b~sis for 'lrguing th~tBonn sJaquld no",l'as­

sume n the full debt"l.nd that these'1.re in fact pre-war obligations of Gerrna,rw. The 

JI,lSO r.lI!lY, have several millions of marks ,1!tnrth of ch.fros in tl1is category, :ind it' 

can be anticipn.t,ed that there will be a .considerably l::>rger sum from individual /re­

stitution claim.';lnts, as well I'l.S other successor org!lni zations. Ferencz has already· 

independently begun steps to contn.ct a. meMber of the U. S. delegqtinn to the London 

cnnference, and presumably the J:>::30 will press f0rrecognitinnofits claims. under 


,this category. But noone, according' to. I)ur information, has yet .rais.ed the ques­
tion on behalf of th~ individu"l,l l:'e sti tution claimants. '. 

Of larger ellgnific~nce i,a .the whn Ie quest'ion of tmnsfetr:i.ng out of Germany 

the general fund of individually-held, Jewish restitution a'nd ind,e.mnification as'3ots. 

Although sonie of these funds "Till or undoubtedly have beeri sold under thenaw ar­

r"l.ngamimts pe,rmitting'the sale of blocked marks, ithas be.en argued many times that 

the Jews should not deplete their recoveries in this way (present sales of blocIced 

m'1.rks I'l.reat al)pr6ximately 50% of theofficit).1 rate). and that they should hold out 

fortransf8Ts at full w\.lue.Th8 four orgl'l.n~z'1ti(l.rJ.s;in their memorandum to Mr .. 

\'[ebb (if b.st April,' did rtli the questinrl. of individual transfer opportunities, 

but the point was not pressed tlnd there has been no response from the State Depart­

ment. Although estimates aredifficui t under these circumstances, .it is believed 

th'tt the total restitution and compens",tinn, asc;et~ which will be held by JeltlS may 

amnunt to five billion m~•.Undoubtedly. 8.ny effort.to hp.ve this sum. cnnsidered by 

the London conference will be :'vigorously resisted by the representatives of the pri ­

v"I.te creditors. Undoubtedly a.lso it .1.ITillbe much more diffi.cult .to argue that this 


lover I 
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type of claim comes within the juriadiction of the L~ndon conference, since the 
pr~blem involved is nnt ~o much one of IIdebtslt ,qnd "crec1..itnrs" !lS it is on8 oftak:­
in,s nut of Germll.ny funds which Mve already been recovered, ~nii which.!\re being held 
in blockocl ::tccounts. On the other hrmd, if the QU8"1tinn isnntri:lised a.t Loncl..on, 
it i'scerto.inly possible that. the flpie" which Ge~J!lJ3.ny ~I'ill be reg'1.rded as being nble 

.	todhtributor:r,bro~,d. will be'cnrn'pletelycnnl;lumed, le:wing:per.haps nnthfngfor later 
Jewhh.claims which, l"1ightbe. submi:tted for transfers at fu11vl3.lue. . .. 

. Assuming tha.t some kind of' an tippro.!!\ch to the LOJ;ldonconference is 
. 

agreed' 
. 


upon ::til arourid, there is then the further que"ltion of hO'1l this. should be ha.ndled 

r)rg.!!\niz.!!\tionall;;i~· It has been sugge'3tedtlk'lt the 19raeli government, which !!k-,ybe 

prec;ent':is an observer at the Londollconference,' !=Ihouldbe requested to submit on 

behalf of liutside Jewii3h organizI=ltlnriscll3.1Ms of the type described herein; on.the 

other' hl3.nd, Dr. Keren of the IsraaliEmbnssy himself su€",gestedthat perha.psth~or­


,,;~nizationa sholJidl'\sk for their n-v'fninvit!J.tion•. Assuming .the h.tter'approachis 

1\dopted, there is then the que!'Jtion ·of1J.rhether the JRSO should I'\sk felr a separate· 

invit~tinn, or t'rhe ther it ,shouldbelncluded in ~ single represent'1.tion on behalf of 

all the or~anizationg.. Finally, there is 'the questif')nrif how the. British and French 

Jet,ri ah nrga:ni'z,~t ions should be repr~'3e nt ed. 


2)' Possible Jew! sh Claims under the Terms of the U. $. War Claims Act 
;. 	 ..' 

, In connection 1dth the'l>[ar Chim'3 Act,· which, wasp~ssed several years,ago by 
Cnn~ress,provisi(")n w8.s.f'l"l.de for certain p~rilents to Americiirt natirlnals 'out of t.he 
'enemy assets held by 'the Alien nnperty Custodian. These payiOOntsdealt with speciaJ 
Ct:\te~ries such "l.S U. S. priSriners of tV'ar.AMerican p!'np,::rty holders in the Pl1illipin€", 
'!,hose properties' were damaged, etC. The '1.ctalsn. provided t~t the lYrlr Claims Com­
mis sirminst itu te I'ln inve stigl:l.tion regn.rdingpo ssibIe fur ther payments for. dl3.ma,ge s 
suffered I1.t the hand.:; of the enemy" .:;r-dd p'3.Yments to bem.<l.de .out of the bala.nceof 
enemy assets. remaininga.fter theaforementil"lnecl payment 9"rere m!J.de., The,1tlCChn.s 
been m"l.king such investigation.,; "'-ndh'1.s l'l;lre"tdy submitted "tn interim repbrt. The 
que'3tinn nn\'/"1.rises flS tn. 'IThether .the Jr:'V'iahorg8.uizl1.tif'lns<lhouli press the lvCC to 
include in its report provi si~n for some kind of pq.yment to Jews' nnw in thh count ry 
who s'llffered loss<:ls. '1..S a. result of the w~r. Thus, a request might be f!l.-'J.de th<'t.t Jews 
tn. this cnuntrywho ~rennt '1.010£0 obtain restitution in Eurllpe (for e~.mple • 

.	hn11ers of prnperty in Eastern GerMMy') or ~"hose.. propE)rtywf:tsdl1m"",ged bybor.lbing, 
etc. shnuld be compensated out ,of theenel'!\Y' asse 1;8 'I1hichtV'erevested in thiscoun try, 
The (UffiCltlty which.arisesin connection. "li,th ~possiblerequestalongthes.e1ines 
is .that rnost of the. Jewis:n. hnlders of prnperty were not Aneric11.n n::itinnals at the 
time that thedaI!J.!:tgeto thei,T prnpElrtytonk pl~ce,and some are not even Ilr'ltional s 
tod~;, Thus, f:.\r it .would; :app.ear .thr'1ttheWCCI 8 .8.P:Fl-q'f:': ch to this general type of 
prnblem willbeunfavnTable, but nnthe other hand tli~re would seem tobesnmeb.asis 
fnrarguil1['; that guchanapproi:l,ch is not required by the Act itself al1dthat His 
cert.<l.inly coritrJ1ryt.o precedents."tbro~d. .IftheJewi sh,org:tni'z-9.tionsdO de,Cid,e to 
push this natter; theymightcnnceivably, ask for, COr.lpen'3'ltionf('lrdal!lagestouJWone 
who'was "permanently resident" in the U.$.at the time,of the damllge. Failing this, 
they might ask I\t 'le::tst' for comp,;mst:ttil"n for individu'lls'whoare citizens tOdQ¥. An 
entirely different apprnach might be to request p.qymenttn claiM~.nts who hal::psned 

.' .(;D () I: C 
\.., r;. *'-, .... " ,~ 
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tl) have served in the U.S. Army 1)1." whl)se fl'!Jl1.ily served. At the very minimum, it wfmE 
seem th'1t thOse fetll restitutinn cl!1im~nts whn \~'ere in frtct citizens cit the time n.f 
cl"lnfi':'le'ltifm sht"luld nn", receive cnmpensl'l.tinn. 

A possible SepqrBte itertlinvolves clqims by the JRSO fnr \'Tqrilqm'lges, not 

I'Ither'/Tise cnmpens$].ted, tn prnp;:rty rscr>vered by it in Gerinqny. Here t(')o, the 'argu-' 

!"lent m~ be marle that the JRBO '·m.s not in 02!xistence rtt the time the damrtge occurred, 

~nd that it therefnre dnes nntqualify. 


The above lliay all seem like "pie in the sky". qnd the COm;en'3US of opininn may 
'be that 1,<16 should do nnthing at the present time. On the (')ther hand, it is to be 
n(')tedth!'l.t numerous other grnups,religit'lus arid business, "l.re pressing hard for a 
share nut of these enerrw ~,ssets "ind thqt in maIW :tnltances the elaimswill probably 
nl'lt,be anyf:iOre valid, ~tnd uMl')ubtedly in !"lome cases les"! valid than those here dis­
cussed. Finally, it must be reeI'll'hc'lsized th-'lt, according to Dr. Rnbinson. numerous 
precedents do exist under Eurl'lpean War drtm!1ge legislqtit'ln for F'lyments of the very 
type s di scusaed he te. 

3) Heirless Property in the U. ;5. 

In connection wi th the amendment tin the Trf1ding "'lith the Enenw Act, which the 
Jewish organizations have so long 'been pressing, it is to be noted that the legis­

. lqtir'ln has again been intrl'lduced in the prsent sessinn of Cnngress l1.nd that a, ne\'l 
effnrt will be nade tn get ' it t:hr'lugh thi scorning fl\ll.Nevertheless. the sane 
difficulties "'hieh rrevinusly stymied'Jur effnrts l'llA.y ag8.in be counted upon to exist 
qnd the questi"'ln might well be .!'.aked whether the Je'tJish or,~'3.nizqtinns shDuld not enn­
sifter ne\., tecr..niques f:\nd devices Il')r getting at these assets;, Such techniques might 
be used in ::tddition tn 19.nd cr>ncurrently ""ith the leghl"l.tive ei'forts in getting the' 
"l.mendment passed. 

Specifically. it h"l.9 been sug.~e ste'1 thqt the \hr Claims Commission,in what... 
ever fin'll reJ.)ort it renders Ngqrding thertiS]YIsitinnof the residua enemY.assets, 
shnuld recommend n specific "l.mendment desiened to turnnver heirless Jewish assets 
1:"1 t), Jev'ish successnr organiz"itinns, a~id prn]'xlsl\l tn be inclurled together with all 
the ,nther amendnents tn the T rr-tding with the EneMy' Act which the Wflr Claims Com­
:nissinn will undt')ubtedly be recnmP.lenrling for its nwrt pur:P"ses. In the event ·th::\.t 
suchq,n '1.rpro::1,ch is nntfe<1.sible t it would cert~inly seem thl'l.t effnrts sMlllcl be madE· 
t~ I!et the "!CC to make' "it letlst q :Passing reference,' in its report. to the sep'3.rB.te· 

"IMenr'\.ment submitted by the Jewish or~ni z.<ttif"lns and tn inclur'\.e C'l. favnrl1.ble reCdmmen­

r1q,tit'ln thereon. 
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Mr. Eli. a~6k - JRI::l'9 .l'TY 

Deq,r l!)]i: 	 j·RSO Hq. ·:r:.ett.er96? 
W(,\nl~ll()rth acqui?i tinn of 

, ,. Duras .sPrn:perty .andRes ti.~:ution 

The \i'n61worthCn.l'l.cq1;i.ired abnut 10 ;pi~ces (}f re""legtate f:rom Jewish ownt;)rs' 
d\l:r~rig .th.e ·til!l(.l When the.lattE?rwerel,\llder 1'Tazi duress ~o~ell. Whe.n palled uppn 
to re9t1tlltethese properties th~sam? as ()ther Aryap.izer~~· theWonlwortlt.·Co. has 
gene:rt:il1y'~efused·fl.nd_ ha..13 ,e:ng<J.gedill 8. very wiil,aspread campa.ign '~o ;lefE:jat the oP~: 
jeetj,ves oft.he .restitution law.' ·T:Q.eYh:ive Irulde. high leve.l .:re:p:re,?,~n1!l);tions at HI COG 
and Mve,iIl., tp:eir ar(;Wllerits befor.eGerr.;L<J.n cn,urts, snught to discredit the entire 
re st! tll tio n:vto ced,ure. 

I have before .me '8, b.:ri~fstJ;1;)mi ttea. by t1),ei:r lawye.r in Berlin in a typical re­
stituttC):fl case. You willnntice frnin the ::ttt~cheQ cnpy th"lt theY r:l.revery c.riticnl 
nf COB! "'leq:j.ej,ons IUld gay t.mttheprep.arat~nn nf therestitut~nn laws was dOlle in 
AmericA,.'i'mrileditttely ~fter the "'lar, i!:l.t ''It;i.l'Ilewl1en tl1eAllies were un~:n.fo,rmed about 
1rlhttt ht:tppen,ediIl Germ~.w fturirg tl'leN5.z~ t~me. They sl'IYthnt the law was prepared 
by "Jewish it,lterE;>.~t.eJl grngp.s (the Mopgen,t.hag grn\1p) " ",howere not free from personal 
resentMent. T;he b,rief Jf~rtM.r .sa,ystg'lt the 'law wUl gene'I'r:I.te ant:i.-Semitism IIl:lUCh 
t3.SWe never gad". 'Whey ttlso EJ~,!iGORA i~ ~Il,Amgrict3.n special co-q:rt. It wa..s staffe" 
",Uh Amer'-canjul:!gE/S (fnr themnst. l"'tt·t wit'hperaeC1,lteeW". ThElY quote f.rom Die 
Restitutio:Q., the j.n uTn,al.0f the ASsnGil1tinnfor LnyaJ. Re~titut:i,nn and say that 8,1­
thnugh there has as yet1;)t;le.il. no ch,.'1;tlic,-..e int:i1erestttutinn law nit may shortly be 
cnunt,edupo~ll. They, 'sr:\.Y thr':lt the ;CORA deci sj,nns w:ill in p'1rt create new immense 
injustices ahCl, fll'g'l+ethnt :t.t. is ,not the purpose nf the law to lIgive a. ona...sided 
benefit tn a group of people who '1reI1fllon~r e!3t!tblished in Germany. tI 

. Yr)U'wi:tlJ:ioticEl fro'lll tM.~en!>r oft.hslir argument thatthi3Y 'lreattempting to 
underminethewbo1e rt;Jstitutipn, proced,ure. . 

Confid~n,ti~lly, I (l"td he~rd :ibnut th,eir discussions with Cat:t1.er I:Uld Miller ir 
i'3up:port of the:}.:r poeition and it w'1sequally d;hg;(lstiM•.' I do .nnt th.inkwe . should 
sit id;Lyby !1.nd perirli.t t.he Wnnl'llrnrth en. totrytf'l use its weight in defeating one 
of tl1e eleillenta~J mora:!' nb:L.iF':atinns .of Ge·rlllans~dG-erm,.'J;W_ 

. . ·It seems to me' tht3.t this is . a prnblem which the World Je"'ish COngrei:!s. the . 
Amer.ica~ Je:\rri~h Committee or the Anti-Defl3.mll,tiQh ~eaguewould be best qualified to 
handle. It mlght be. wnrth whiie for them to prel'are a letter to the. WnolworthCo. 
A.nd/ortheir lawyers, ip. which strong opposition is vniced to the tactics and argu­
ments being employed by WMhmrth. At thE-: srune time the letter, together '!f/ith their 
brief, should be released to the New Ynrk press•. I .do not. think:. a private talk 
wi,th some of'the company clirec~ors would 1.0 aDy gMd but if there' is some special 
line to them, it mi;;ht be wnrth tryint~ --- p::trticularly if it is difficult to Bet, 
A,.I'l;V :press coverage nn the story. I think the Aufbau might be pqrticularly inter\­
ested in such an item.' .. 

lovel'l 
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Shnuld I 'get anYlldditinnal inff')rm"l.tinn, I will pass it fin tr) ynu,. In the 
me:;\nwhile, I am senl'l.1ng yf'lU :;\ cnvering letter ...,hichI received frnm the· Let,;al Aid 
Dept. c,\llinf"!;' this tn "ur attention, the brief 9ubmi tted for the Wnolwnrth Co. in 
a Berlin caGe, an affinavit of nne of the\1nnlwnrth nfficili\.ls explaining-his parti­
Cipation in il.ryanizatirm, '\n o:rimnnfr.... m·:t·heNew'Ynrk law firm representing \'1001­
...rnrth tn their Germancnl'resrnndent,' JUiit,'a lis·t nf Mme of the Nstitution cases we 
knnw to be" pending again~t Wnr>lw.... rth. 

.', :-, 

-< ...Cordi~lly'yo1irs, ' '. , 

. '. '.', 

;.,." " .,'' BENJAMIN 13.FEBENCZ ' , . ' 
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July 12, 1951 
File 157Q-Reieh 

Mr. Eli Bock - JRsO NY 

JRSO Iil.Letter{/965 
Claims Agains t the' Reieh 

, The question of claims against the Reioh which was d.isous6ed 
in ,my letters'no., 948 of June 2&, 884 of May 28 and 8,36 of April 18 have 
reaohed,the point where prompt action is' required or the Jewish cJ.aima 
1D&Tbe lost. T~prelimina.ry talks of the Tripartite Commission on GerlIlSl 
Debts 'are justal>outdra1ling toaclose in London. As far as I can de­
termine here, there wasmuohdiseusf3ionabout the size of Ge:rr.oany's oblig~ 
tiOD and the' extent of the Qommercial, claims against' the :Bonn' government. ' 
Ifo(lOIlfild.eration 'was given to the Mark olaims of pemequ.teee or sucoessor 
oi·ganiza\tl&~. :,1 have reoeived some information to the eftecttbat prewar 
restltutionclaims (Where the confisoation t(;'iok plAc61:Jefore the outb:n!~ 
of the war) of non-Ciermannationals, miglit be considered uproper subjects' 
tor discusSlonbutmore specific information is lacldDg' at this point. ' 

.' In its ,ffnest f0i'Ill, the prob+em isa simple one. Can, the 
claims of, th$JRSO against the German Reich, for the oonfiscation of 
_ei:rlea'8~ewish'asset9 before the outhreakof the war be accepted by the 
_nn government in cQI11l8ction with other .01:ai$8 of commercial. oreditors! 

.!fhelW111 not accept. these obligations if no one asks ·,tham to do 8,0• 
. '" '. . .;' . " '. 

Mother proposaU bas been that the German, /'pvernmentenact 
~iieparate law ,,~' oover this type of e41rD. insofar as .no compensation' 
is provid~und~the general:indemnificat1on laws., . .,' .' \" 

, . I ¢to nottl;ink the, two proposals 'are exolusiva since part of 
these obligati~,(the socalled,rewar share) can be met by ~nnund~r 
their program for the discharge of German debts and therelz!ainder can . 
then be, han~ed by'separate legisiation.I feel we have much t4gain 
and nothing. to lose bytflking advantage of every possible op$ning. 

iteMva alrtiadylost weh by not being more closely in touoh 
nth the activitiesinJ;{)ndon and by not having our p~blems colUilidared. 
t 'imderatandthat a Mr. Eisenberg is the t'inano~ man on the, U.S. de).ega,tion 
and that he was formerly with the ,$'tata Dept. (I suspect this is the same 
Risenberg.whO'attendeda oonference on I~tnai Bfr1th problems when both of 
us were in Washington in April 1950). Eisenb~rgis permanentlystat1one4'. in 1?ndonand\ may be sympat_tie to' our position. . 

The De1:?t Commission is simply setting the stage for~he Sept_er . 
oonfe:mnoe but I think that as quiokly-as possible someone should go to 
~Gndon to spacii1toally take ,this matter up and Bee that our1nterest~ 
are repreSep.t6d.~ 1£ Jerry can dQ it in the course of another visit thaI'e. 
~ think it would be an ideal solution. If not, then we will have to do 
it. from _erE!_ The complete silence from New York on, these problems has 
not been partiCUlarly encouraging but something must nO-be don. 
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Ro.ck 196, July 12" 1951 

and dc:me quickly. I would welcome yotlr oonnnents. 

Cordially yours, 

BENJA1UN B•.. F~OZ 
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.DEPARTMENr OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

July 10, 1951 

I n reply refer to 
GEA. 

Dear Mr. Ro ell:: 

... During the course of the discussions on various aspects of the internal 
restitution program iJ;l. Germa.nywhich took place on AprilZ?; 1951·between the 
Under Secretary of sta.te and yourself, and with representatives of. the American 
Section of the Jewish AgenC'J for Palestine, The Joint Distribution Committee, The 
\-forld Jeyrish .Congress, The Jewi$h Restitution Successor Organi zation, and the 

, American Jewish Committee the understanding Was giventhat the Department would 
amplify its pOsition on certain p;rQ'l;l;t.~ms raised at the meeting. The aforemen- . 
tioned organization~ restated their specia.l interest in two of the problems in 
their letter of June I to the Under Secretary. 

It appears that the question of greatest concern to the various groups 
is whether we contemplate retaining the reserved power over restitution after 
the deciSion of the Foreign Ministers at their Brussels meeting to place 
Allied-German relations on a no,,' bads has beenreali zed. . I must tell you quite 
frankly that we do not contemplate the retention of the reserved: pavIer. In 
order to achieve the objective laid down by the Foreign Ministers, it will be 
necessary to abolish the Occupation Statute and to replace various reserved 
powers, inclUding the power over restitution, ..Ii th contractual arrangements. 
It does not; however, preclude us from requiring, as part of the contractual 
arrangement, guarantees from the German Federql Government which will asgure 
~atisfactory conclusion of the internal restitution program, and it is our 
intention to demand such guarantees. The Department has now approved the rec­
ommendations of the Intergovernmental Study Group on GermaI\Vregarding the com­
mi tments to be asked of the GoVernment of the Federal Republic in this field. 
Although I am not ina pOsition to disclose the terms of the Intergovernmental. 
recl')mmlmcL:ttions, I can asgure Y0Uthat c'J.reful consider-"l.tion has been given to 
the suggestions on this !3ubject th1;l.t were received. . 

With respect to the problem of the '!lose of Deut ache Mark balancea acquired 
by the Jewish Restitution SuccessorOrgf:l.nizn.tion, we have given careful consid­
eration to this issue. The Dep~rtment recently requested the United St~tesHigh 
Commissioner to seek the concurrence of his British f:l.nd French colleagues in a 
plf:l.n whereby JRSO would be able, under q,ppropriate safeguards, to use its ma.rk c 

balances for the purchase and export of certain goods needed for resettlement, 
a.nd rehabilitation work, In l'l,uth6ri~i:ng thisdepe.rture from the general policy 
regarding utilization of foreign-heJdmark balances, the Department took into 
account the special considere.tions which apply to the funds held by JRSO. In 
particul~r, we were influenced by the history of the establishment of the 
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organiza til;)n, tbe charitable nature of its operation, ~nd its assistance to the 
Occupying Powers and to the Federal Republic in finding new homes for persona 
",ho would otheI"l1ise remain a cha.rge on the German economy. 

The successorship of the Federal Republic to the Reich is the most dif ­
ficult question you have raised. ,The position of the three Occu~ing Powers 
has, of course. been clearly expressed in tripartite st"ttement s ~Q.. the. effect· 
that the Government of the Feder"l.l Republic is the only GerlM.n Government 

:freely and legitimJttely. consti.tuted and theref6reentttled to speak: for Ger­
.many as thG l(eprec;entative of the Ge~ma.npenple. We are not aWare of aIV in­
shnce' whers'the successorship factor msprejudiced the merits of restitution 
claims. but 'at 'the same, time we re cog:ri:he , that this is not a, final and satis­
f"l.ctoryanswer. The successorship question involves exceedinglycomplica.ted 
legal and poti ti,cal cnnsiderations, bearing upon mal'\Y of the major' issues. in­
volved in.d.etermfningthe future"statu$,ofthe Government of the Federal Re­
public.The problem is not limited to restitution, andft cannot be resolved 
solely within that context. At this stage I can only tlssure you that the De­
partr.lent is well aware of the importance of this question in relation to resti ­

·tution and will'notfail to exert its efforts to find a satisfactory solutinn. 

,The form, of this reply confirms our understanding that the representa­
Uvea of the otller tlbove indicated organizations are' agreeable that it .' should' 
be" rna~~ .throUgh you. 0., 

:Sincerely yours. 
'"i' 

For the Secretary of State: 

Geoffrey W•. Lewi s 

Deputy Dir~ctor 


.Bureau. of German Affal.r~ 


',.4 :' 

.~ , " '. . 
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1-.14 ap~_a.. tt$;t pu. Cmilt\ Wl. .. a•. ~."a•. 'POeuble, ., ;f».tJ:!1fJ¥ . 
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COpy 

READQ.tJARTERa 
JEWISH RES'l'ITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
AR) 696A ' U. S .ABMY 

June 27, 1951 
li'11e 34» 

Mr. EU Bock ... JBSO N!' 
.. I· 

JRSQ ,HQ,.Letter #<)1.40 
AnPmMh oog U.~. ~1!i9A 

Yeetet"1'i.IQ' in Ft'anldtIil"t J bad II talk with We:rn.el' Loewnthal. Ohlef of 
Internal Regti tution 8Up!IIrvision :Branch in con:rwotiOl1 with our GoJlllldsaion plan. 
I' :poimed out tlult the Com sslon would be a ve7l1 convenient weapon for HlC,OG to 
use in ol"der to cc)untel"-ba.lta.nee tbe demand'S which the G:ermane are bound. to, make. 
Without tlhe suPP'rt of the reoommel1dations of an iapartlal bodT H100G will be in 
a J1l\Chwee.ker position 3S far a8 their uptia.tioJUl areooncerDed arJ.d. much less 
1ikel:rt~ able to oal'17 through tbeir own d.ed:res in. t~1I fIeld. • 

We cUsOIleaed ,he new IS() recommeDdatioDfJ ~ nothingnav wall added to our 
previous knowledge e~c.pt that BlCOG will. be:receiviDg "}lOrts on the pmgreae 
ofreetltuU!)l1 and will have author1ty to verif¥ theae :reports. !I!h1e ,authority 
18 interpreted here to mean that the pregent SUpG,1"Vi.801'7 machiJUll'1 ea:n, be kept 
lali'geq iftta.,~. With (1) the present law. (2) Allied court. (J)r:e;port:J.Xlg 'aDd.. . 
"f1f~caUon of repOrt~, BlCOU- feels that \lu;t:re will be the ab.olutem~ eate- , 
~,I' fI.:!.a1V 0118 of theee has to 'be flUrl'8_re4. the, whole program Vi11 fall. 
Loewentih!:Ll Wae therefore prepe.r&d \0 we1csome ~ Comm1~s1oJl which wuldltave 
n1ttdBpeDt1e~,tI findingS wh1eh might flUPJle')r' the mCOG nev, 

i. We di~Clis9$d the problem of not eldbarra8eiXtg )fr.McCl07 and. 'lie felt, tbat, 
t~ '1'O~du.l'e for the organip.tiona 1n tl1aStates Would be to wri1;e .to "be. HeClo)" 
pointing QUt their reeogntt1on of hi, supPOrt of N8titUtioll aDd· ~pOinttl1g 
to the· GeJ'mel.JtoppOdtfo~ In view of that oppoeition au4 the aetlono! tillS Fore1gl1 
Otttcelllappoln.UD« a ''Qommias101'l, thereq,usat can than be made that. similar a.ction 
be taken 1oJ' the U. $. ZoM in oiOdeJ!' that ~re might be a IUrriy of all impa.J'tial' 
gttOUl't who eould then mab l.t8 r&OOlIl!lendatlollQ to Mr. M<SC107 himgelt. Tbis would 
bat.al~ rith bisessura.aoe that the.levtell groupe would be heard'befor6 any 
~Ive,.. ma~. If Mr.. MeCl.. sent the paper to h!" statf for theil'eoments, 
I thi* lcould 1'ket theJi- to reeommeDd a fayorable repl1. Asa matte;,' of foJ"mal1 ty 
this Comm1eftonmig.b.t be a.ppo,"nted b;y the State l>ept~'or by 'BICOG It"lf• 

..". '" 

lWi1l bewol'kiDg on that with. other members of the llIOOG staff.b, order 
to advaJ108 this 1.dea 'but 90JDe earq aotion ~ be· ealled for in the St?-~e or 
the oorttpa.rison With the BritiSh 00mml1810n lIItq'be rather nutdate~. 

ConUa1ly YOUl"f!I, 

:emuAMIlJ B. FmRENOZ 
co. JJJ.S. Dubin 332934 
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Dear MI'. Mc0107; 

"1'heUl1der81~ organilatlr>nGhave vlcntea..l!tith growiDfJ.a1a-tlhe 'Pent 

of de't.elo:p~ o~.ltlon to l"S9tUUUOD. which!' 1ftEI.ldD4:t 1t881.1 a~nt 1& Gar­

maq to~t. ''!he att",ek, £:romal1·.1d.••• including thep1'eSS aad tOp:a.~ 

offlQ1:~..t ..app.lU' tor Sl).reaIC>B toha.VEl gaiQdpartlqu1a.r tmp... dUri." the . 

paetseveral mn.ths, at the ue.meti•• the, rate of disposition ot pe~:re$t1tu-

2. 	 tion_set. ha.8 -~lr dl'opptd.':fhe t\etall, of this tendaQl.,.,. ~t we a.repertd.... 

.fu1~knQ,_ W .1011. ~.we a~ ~nfi.dellt that lOU ~ 70~dc1e. ~'" ~~. l.ea., 

.~~.~nce~ ,OY8:,.· the .. treDd.. 

III 	'h1,seonneott1oD, the ,Ul'lMJ".l1pe,1\ wteh.tG expl'8•• 8~t. ~"r profoUDd
, 	 ". ' '. '" . , .. '- ,,' ""', " 

. . 	 : 

. , In, ·~tl"j al"..bha . un4$totip$d ~ &tep17 «ratetu:t 'for' 10Ul"reCeJl\)j)tte" to ,he 
Ge~ M1ld ater Prealdent.8 ont,hi•.•ubJeO\~ AfJ .U .as 70ur IlWiGroUS, prertoua . 

public 8lt.dP.riT~~. e'atemsnl, OD.Hstltu.UoJ'1. 

··1'hat the gJ'Owth ofGerBlan ~PPOs1t101'1 to .rest HuM.on. ~n theta. tIt the 

strong JlUtBSlll"Ett tsken "IF70u and. 1Ml7 t'8ft.~s glven.. "0' a ""':wave 61 

apprehen"toD on _he part of leWiSh orga.a1zatiPD8 aJ14 claimants lIhJiOu,gmut the "1"14. 

cannot. 'but be "garde4 as uJUie1"standBble. Certatal7'he 1mpreee1QDt. a1e~ 

'hat the German O]i)ponaDte _r 2'8.111 tutioa_ve te.ken l'l8V onurage and.t8~1"_wed 

Btring\ih~ Under' \heae o1rcwn9~oe8. it1s the 'bellef of the undersigned. organ!"!" 

lations t'hf:t.t new andperha.ps eXtJ'aord1naq !JtepS are calied, for if Geman Oppo­

.. 81*11. to re~t1tu.t1on 1s ~n fact tobs discouraged.. both for pUrpoSEHJ of the lune­
, ---- ... 
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A8 70U a.~ undoubtedl¥ aware. the BrltUh gov."rn.ment not 10m« aI!P appointed 

a 9p8iS'-aleommis$1on to lJli!tUlre into tbe restitution p~graa in the llrtttab.~_ of 

~1"~.lti9 now 'he stnetre belief of. the und.eraigned that 011 ~he lla..tsof the 

BrU1. precedent and pal'tleu1arly 1. thefa.ee of the 11.e111« Genlanoppotltto•. tore8t1~ 

tuUo..a$~.laJ!! Go.tldon mil'#lt be a'PJIDfnt.d. to e%a1l1ae into ihe .tate Of1'8111,1IU.. 

tlon In,theU,,S.Zo!.18 of Oerm$DT. The. Pll"I:Gse of sueb B eo_tufa. would be to.»r9­

:p~t1ndlngs sisto pmap80te and teChnique. for a.n.! ea:rl;r, eucoeutu.l ooJic1:u.S1oA ot 

there_.Oti1$ioa jioo~ a.n. to tu'blll t U"et~toyo.. 1•• ~r' &nd.J"$;__~a'1oD.' 

1n "'t9I'ega,..(~ 

;n the oplUon of tluJ 'l11d.erligud•. thea.ppl)1Jl1]1lent ot all 1,.1"111&1 b.o4.7 of 
. . . . . '. . 

this t~"aJ1dlllhoul4b. of taefAsurabU value '0 you ad ,our gtatt In. 11M atta1DP­

meat of 'Uio~roat1tuUoJl o"bJectlve8 vhl:ck1Oueo,pl.ainlf seek. Al.'heve171ea81i.· 

thlit 4e.l~t,tD. ot such $. co!!!i11,glioa w111,perha,ps b8yOM. a11I' d.8.ree thue fa:/! ~leved, 

' . fHlrve \oi._.$ the Ge.~~pPGll.Eult~O~re. '11iu.i1o.,of the "nflexi'bie all.,eti:"ter­


mtDa.tS.OZl on ~b1B$co:re;ltwUl d:vet~m the Clea,r1mp,.,a1oa that, I"athel*~~ re­
/
 

, '. . . , 


eed.1_ from the p"l~nl.:re!lt1t\\tit"l'll1rie.the u~s. ,author1Ues are ••&k~_G.8aU. 

'echn1~.1~t: tbaflrm.eat buttreetd.lJB 'If that lilll.• 

ftnal17.,such a OOmml.810ll would offer thefo:t"WD fo1,' t~ 1'!'ea~n:ta.tl01l of 

the, Jewl.shqrpJd.t1oDal v1ewpo1Jl'regg,l'diagthe )reSellt and.fUt~ sta:tuS of lielJti... 

tutton, $21011~~uni~ wbi.ch was eBl'l1et'pro1D1984 the lavt th orpni eatlo1\S. ,'1 tis 

O.n17 b.~'1US8 Of thfll5.r f\1111<nt.n,leclge of yow devotion to ~he:pl1,ne:S.ple$ot:re.stltut1on 

that the uridsrst:gma8ubmlt the i:nstant reOQIIl_11iU\UOl\.,; !'hel.r apprehension £'or ,ths 

tilture of restitution mee1;s" they are ~:rta1a~,wi.th qmpat:tv' aDd ulld.el'st9J\ttl.Bg from 

10UJ'.llcle. ,The ,u:ntWraigud have eve:q h&pe that th,e prelent auM€l9UOJl \1111 al$C re­

.eetva )'Ove~thette conliliderl9.t1on~ 
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JUIle 28, 1951 
File 157o-Reioh 

Mr. II.i Reek - JEO - II 

JRSO Hqo Let,,, 948 
CIa'-. Again8t the Reich' ad Iarael·'. 
Participation ill forthoOlliagcontereDoea 

Dear 1111 

The seeed subject I discu88ed with Dr. Lineh ccnoemecl claim. against the 

Reich and Israelts participatioa in .the forthOOllingcODf...", .. Ge!'Il8II7's 

:reeogDitia of its foreiga indebtldne8s. '!'he pre1'~D..t aee~iDga in London 

have begun ad tull ccnaultatiOlla are expected in Sept~ber. . . 


Yeu will recall. the detailed _eg.tiation. betveen the High CoaBi8sionam 

the. German federal. gO'Ye1"llJl1ent incODrlection with Germ..,'. rec-cnitiCll 

ot the8e ob1igation8. As a reault of the agJ'eeJD.eDts reached, a tripar­
tite cc.d8s1on OIl Ger.man debt.ba8been e .tab1iahed witb headquarters 

ia t.Ddoa. Thi8 eo-is8iOD ......S to coordinate the' pe1ic1_ .t the 

three pTeJ'llllent8 regarding foreign bel~ Gel'Ulldebte ad will take 


. the necessary s tepa to arrange tor a general settlement .t those obliga. 
tiosin consultation vith repreaentatiTe••f creditore8Ddde'bt.re.· The . 
debt settlement ia designed to re-eetablish n....:L economic relations bet­
veen the Federal Repablic aDd other countries with due cODsideratift,te 
the intet'1'1a1 tillllBCial position ot Gel'lll8D,Y as well aa dot..e reqmrements. 
It is hoped that an inte*Bevernmental agreeDlel1t can. be reached wherelv' the 
prewar external debts of GermaDT. a., ot G.... debten andtbe debts t.r 
....om1c assistanoe extended to GfJI'IIUIIlY ainoe the end. .t the var by the 
ecoup,ying pewers will be di8charged. All parties are expected to make 

. HOriticea in the interest ot CaBOn agreement. All interested part.iea 
IlUSt meet together in order that inequities or pretereutial treataent. 
-onr; creelitON ¥ill be avoided. 

It· i8 verT clear tilat all of the thiDldng OIl this subj eo1keTOl 'Yea about 

ccatertial and banking· credits. 110 one i8 thinking about haviag Geraany 

di'Yert 8ome' of its funds in order to compensate the viotiu .t Gel"llllD 

atrooitie.o It seems iIlpc'tant theretore that some stepa be UDdertakea 

vl'lereb;y this alight OTereight IDII7 be remcrnd. 


'!'he Israeli goftJ'lll1ent, haa, acoording to Dr. U ...., been invited te 

partioipate in these disCU8Sift8 in order to repres..' thoae Israeli 

o1Us.n8 vho may have made prewar investment. in G...-,.. Reo.pising 

t~atit might be ditfieu1t to find such kibbutsn1ka and knGdag the 

.eneibUitr about sitting ma roem together with Gel'lD8ll8, Lifteb nnW 

IV view on how the matter might be hand1edo . 


I expressed the opinion that it would be high11 desirabl_ for Israel 

to be represented at the forthcoming conference. If tor pelltioal 

rea... 181"ae1 cannot take an acUye part, then eft.rte shoULd be 

lIIIdetc h.....e Israeli. nevs presented by 80me other goTeJ"Dl1eDts. 

A bit .t 1Ibeh11'M1: the lOeDe.- oaucuaing vould be ....ry. usoful tor 332937 
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"he who plead. hi.... c.u•• baa • peer &d....cate.w I thought th.t Iarael 
JI1ght appoInt. tirst. cla•• man who coUld handle tb1st.ecJm1csel, dlrrlcalt 
ad delic.te probl-. Seme otthe tecbJdcal questIon!! to be dllculsed b7 
the CoadsslO1l wIll baolua. whether German debtl wed to torelp orecUtors 
which lIMO" not be trtr1ot:b' ola••lt1abl. •• exteraal iD ohar.cter should b. 
Inoluded '1n the plaa. Anotherqueatloa vU1 be vlMtber debts .t corperata 
bodl•• whIch tunctloned a. ReIch agenelel constItute ll.billtle. ot theRei_. .noag the ll.es et thele queltlons It seems to me highlJ' .ppn­
prl.te to haTe' Delucia! the questIon ot whether GfJ1"S.a1Q"t. obligatIo.. te ' 

,the levs D. are elthertorelp .at1oDal.s or 0 ••t-4Nt. GeftIaD cltlBeu, 
:might, not be Included to;r d1-.pel1tloa. This vi11 no dOQbt br1Dg tertia 
soreas ot horror tr. the sed.te bankers present. Let them' sore... 
I th1Jlk the poInt Isrvalld ODe and It properly halldled,JI1ght' be Included. ' 

It w111 not be dlftlcult ~or the llSO to detlne Its olatas ag.1a8t the 
Reteh ad under the princIple ot the re8tlt'O.t.l& law vhereb,r jadpeuta 
h... retreaotl'Ye eftect to the date ot CODfiIC.ti_, we 1I1ght be 1ac1uda! . 
1n the "prewar debtera· o.teg0l'1'. 

The whole queatiOll of priorities om be hoUT contested b7 the st.te ot 

I ....e1.o Other _U8S haYe already draft reparati•• tra Germa'IQ' b7 

vq ot di....Wng, .to. butIarae1. aM its o1U... Ila.. net ..... 

gettellreatitutiOll.' ~ then should cCIIIlfJl'tial oredlte" e_e first! 


Theae were all 'passiDg thoughts thrt:n out tor whatever thfJ1 algllt ba 
werth. I do belie.. hC)V'eYer,' that thetimeh•• arriftd vb_ a eenerete 
plan i8 oalled tor' so that' this petential ••88\-1187 not be 'l08t bT 
1I1__.,__t or defaulto The 1nterests iDTe1•• beth the state of 
Israel, partioularq In, view ot its reparations 44!11D8J3ds and OIl .' aaller 
aula the--suceessororganisatiOll..Thoaghtl are just beg1md.ngto 
OJ7'8'tall1se on thi8 questiODbut, it too Is a matter tor joInt O!'Iani­
••tioa between, the repreeet.tl.... e et Ierae1aD.d the 1ntereated J"'ish 
ergw.••tioas. 

Cordially., Y01l1'e, ',' 
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July 9, 1951 
,lile ll,20 

JIr. Eli Rock - JRS,O BY 

.,ar Eli., 	 JRSO Hq. Letter 11957 

Rei Dr. RobinsQnlsRestitution Statistics 


" ' , ' Yo-ur letter of June 29 (H621) iny1ted my' ttal.,to 

Dr. Robinsants,P9int that 50 or60%'of therestitu~i. ,gramre- ' ' 

main, and, t ba.t,'tla,isaIn9Urit inolw:t.8sa higb degi"slifof court oases 

which, wo1il.d ,tak~ 3 t.o4 years to complete. One important factor Which 

is not' :rethjQti3~:i.rithe HICOO statistics rep~s,ents the nwnber of '" ,,' 

olaims, ag8Lnrrt; .,th~.G~;.&tich.,"Th,e restit11tor'ls represented by the' 

x-and~eM!ni~trl&s and' these cas,s have:~eell"8itting," be.c81.1se a , 

judgment ag8.i,llet,~be:t\eich is at~esentlliten£oroibl!l). The e:x.a(r~· " 

number, oftheeecasas is not knowlt'but est:l.inB.t,esv'ary fl:'omlO 1;025. 

of the total number of claims' f:i:1ed.7ilis wouJ,d draaticallyreduoethe 

~alalloe~~iI1gfo'I' settlement. ,The:~ateofprogres~.in d,i.sposing 

of aasesd.uriJjg t~e past. yearwould'aJ.so indicate thiit not m..ore'tha:n ' 

one yearsh?U1.dba.required to oonclude the.prog'r,am if tbe curre:t1~ rate 

can, b~ oonti.rl1l:~.The official RIcoa stat:tSt,io8 show that duTiIig,tlle/: 

pastyear·25_;o.f"tll¢'programWa~ compieted.J'be ratio' or,clajJnssnd,;ea:bly 

settle'dor:Witharawnas ·compared-to the numher;of cases 'ayambl~';Cor ' 

dispositlpn hai(not. altered during truittl,~" ,. " ' 


, ,'Iha~~ nod oubt that Roblnspnisrightin noting that the 
court e~~s W11.1~e;1()ngerthanthe withdiEivrillsor amicablE!, ~ettl~ , 
Jll8l1ts. 'J;(ion(jti;h1nkhoweverthattha a'rgU:ni¢nt that ,the Qarryirrg , 
out of .'thela.1r,'>Will~e,three:or·.f'ol!l", yea.:r$'Wil.~ 'strengt~ou~,joal~ 
tion. "'l.fwe ~ay~hat<trUly eXtra~rd:ina.ry'measures a~r,')qu.ireQ:te, 

'speed up, th6l, prOgram, . McCloy nIl' ask us wba.t,wesuggestand 'Cliff fact 
istbat we 'havend 'speoific ' Sl.igges tiona whioh ',' cnin mate:r1a.J;ly ,aooelerate 
the operatiOh.c JJnthe other haIld, if he beli~V"el!l that, the prOgrlJ,m will 
take fou:iyeariill l!t9, will recogriizethati t'ls'h6pelessfor him to try'" ' 
to retaiifcOhtr61s'duririg all tha:t t;ime. 'Itb.1nk weal:"S battaroff" " 
strusih~the<fa.ot' that this 'is atemperaryPrbblelilwhich can be"resolved 
'in 'the near futUre, if' there are nochangesimd'if the matter is kept in, ' 
Allied hands., InanY,case.. alltb1s 1s academic argument at this point. 
we smil;L have:to~,' whatever arguments' areb:~6t suitecitothe aohieve~ 
ment Qfour~o8eB. . 	 , ,." , 

'Cordially yours, 

BBF.b BEl{JAMIN B. l1'ERItlOZ ' 

'ocuJJJ 
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COP Y HIDAPQUARTERS 

J~MISH RESTITUTION 5UCCEosOR ORGANIZATION 

APO 696i\. U. S • ARMY 


July I), 1951 

,File '7000 


Mr. Eli Rock - JRclO NY 


" Dear Eli: JR,,'O Hq. Lett,er 967 
"Woi->hm,rthacquisi tinn:,of 
Duress Property and Restitu,tion 

The \1oohlOrth Co. acquired I3.b nutlO pieces nf' real estate frnrn Jewi~ nwners \, 
during the>time when the l,'atter were under Nazi, d'4-I'i3ss to sell. When ca.lled upon 
to restitute these prnperties,the same as other Aryanizers, the Woolwortll 00. lm,s 
generally refused and has eng"t~ed ;in ,-9. very wirtespread c:;lmpaign to defeat tl1e pb­
jective s of the re stitut~nn law•. ,They have made high level representations at mOOG 
and have,in their a.rgument s before German cnurts, snught to discredit the entire 
re s titutio npro cedure. 

I }:lave befnre me ',a brief, subMitted by their l:"l.Wyer in Berlin in a typical re­
stitution case. You will nntice from the ~,ttached cnpy th""t they are very critical 
of CORA decisions ::md, say tMt the :r.reparatinn nfthe restitution laws was dnne in 
Americ"l. irnmedi.<>.tely after the war, at a time when the Allies were uninformed about, 
what happened in Germaw rturi~the :Nl'.lzi time. They s:;ly that the law was prepared 
by "Jewish interested grnups (the Mnrgenth:"l.u ;:;rnup) II who were not free from personal 
resentment. The brief further says that the 11l.W will generate antl··Semitism "such 
as we never had.". They ",lsn s~,IICORA is an JI.M'=1rican special cl)urt., It was staffec: , 
wi,th American judges (fnr the most p:\rt with persecuteesY'. They quote from Die , 
Restitution, the journal nf the Associ!'1,tionfor Loyal Resti tutinn and sa,y that al ­
though the:t:'e has as yet been no cMnr~e in 'the restitution law "it may shortly be 
cl"lunted upon". 'Tpey SB:Y th:""t tl1,eCORA deci sinns will in p'1.rt create newinunense 
injustices and ro-gue that it is not the purrose nf the :Law to ugivea nne-sided 
benefit to a group of penple whn "Lre no lnn~er est'1blished in Germany." 

You will notice, frnm the temr nf their I1,rgument that they are a.ttel!lpting to 
undermine the whole resti tutif"ln In"ocedure o 

Oonfidentially, I h"l.dhel1,rd I'J.bnut, their discu.ssioI).S with Cattier and Miller ir. 
support of their positinn J:l.nd it wn,s equnlly dis.gUsting. I dp not think we should 
sit idly by and, permit theWnnlworth Co. to ~ry t() use i t~ weight in defeating one 
I)f the elementary mral nbli,;;atinns of Germans arid Gerffi:"l.l'\V. 

It seems to me that, this is a prnblem which the World Je"rish Congress, the 
America.n Je".,ish Oommi tte,e. o,r the Anti-Defam~til)n Le1'l.f~e wnu;ld be best qualified to 
'handle. It might be ,w0rth while, for thel!l to preI'qre -a letter to the Woo111l0rth 00. 
and/or their l~yerst in which strong opposi til'ln is voiced tn the tactics and argu­
ments being employed by WnnlWnrth. At th," same til!l8 ~the letter, tnge thor, ".li th the ir 
brief, should be released to the New Ynrk press. I do not think a priVate talk 
1"ith some of'the compaIl¥ directors \1f0uld rln any gnod but if there is some special 
line to them, it mi.?;htbe WI) rth tryin;::; --- pnrticul:"l.rly if it is difficult to get 
any rress coverage on the story. I, think the Aufbau might be pqrticularly inter­
ested in such an item. 

/over/
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SImuld I .~et I3.riyf:tdditinrta:t inf!)rm~tinn, I will pass it nn tf') ynu. In the 
meanwhile, I am sending ynu f:t cnveri~ letter Which I recai'li-ed frnmtheLeF;a1. Aid 

,.8 Dept. cl3.11inp;' this tn "ur "l.ttent1nn, the brief su'hmi.tted fnr the Wonlwnrth Co. in 
13. Berlin case. an affid~vit of nne nf the \'1M):wrl rtl1 ':lIfi ci~ls expll3.ining ~his, parti­
cipatinn in il.rYanizQtlon. r.tn 6pini";rifrnmthe')JewYnrk l~w finn repreqentingWool­
\ornrth tn their Germancnrresrrmi.ent."l.nd alistnf:'some of the NstHution cases we 
knnw tn :p,e peIlQ,ing again!i$t ,Wn01wnrth. 

~ . , . 

i ,~rti,look:i,n.~ ftirw~lrd',tnynurc~mnlents Ilnd a repnrt /of the sction taken. in' . 
l1ew Ynr.k~ . . 
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BENJAMIN B •. FERENCZ 
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Db' ~ :Jl;1 ~ck 
J~wlaJ,1 l\esti tu'UonSa.oceasor Organization 
:noMad1~n Avenue 
lew yo. 16, I.Y. lIq. IBSO Jl.Y. latter f 984 ,----------------­ ,. 

near Eli, 

, t, am", attaeh1~ ,a, COp)" of ,a e,1l'CU1~ which the J'ederal :riDUe4l 
Minht" 18~ed c:so.~n~tdllC the determellt, ofl_4iate Aill Ori.ina:ace 
PSlBlea.talq'peraeeutfjtea vliD_... ',ft.tl~UQn ~latmaaca1ut t.be Beieh. 
!Po the beat, offill kBov14!ldae ~hls,con.t~tu~es ~~ t11'8t f'oraal, acDo.... , 
l~n.~ by GezaansuthorltlesthatresUtutioB clai_agains"'. 
Reich a:reto betaken into aecoat in CO!Qlect'ion with ezlrJtlDgtax­
~lo~. ' 

IDel.: ala. 

co: III 
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Soforthl1feabgabe 

1/61 

An die 
F'&l'ran :riuanzmini«lter (FizuanzseD8.tOl'8Jl) del' Laezu!sn: 
(J.9T amar..J:.:aniachen und'brltiachen ~1I4tsa:ageZOil8 

I'llla". 

oe'f;!'.: 	 Sttmdor;.g d,9'l" Soi'ortb1lfeabgabe bal politiacD V.dolete»., die Geld­
ar~spl'\,eehs oof Grund der Ra.eckera'tatt1ulg8gese'z8 caPri. aas »eut.ole 
Reioh haOan. 

(:BSt:&l. 1951 X S'O 1'13) . 

1.. 	 loh ba.tta lBioh oerelts 11'4 !s.. 25 de. 2. S~Sammelerluse. ci.emit ai.er­
st&nden Glicl.a.ert o das8 dl. SUA. die polU18ch VertoJ.et;e m ontrlohteD 
babes, lAt!9l£!1!S.t•..«estung't wlrd, Al!. nac.v1.••en1ot, c1ase c18r Abgabe­
pf'11chti~ eiooJl A!JmXUh...&WD Ae.g hMQ Pica t!B B0S;.. W1e40mutaallu'!ttt: 
o.geJ:..,1!qtru'!k~dl~gafJe~.U!! (z.B. ween Jo,den.....rmoep1'l8abgabe, :rre1!:Je1 ts ­
eutzie~) hat, del' antweder berelts rechtakruft1g anerkannt 18t odsI' 
zu dem aiM Beachaimgo..J:lg del' 1I1edergutmac.hn.»gabeboerde dahingebaDd vor­
gelegt \-;l.rd, daeu mi t del' A.!lel'ke~ in entapl"Schan4er !ba,bs zu. reabDsn 
1st. 

2~ a) leh t.rsge keine lJedeilken. daSs entepNC.bend aeh in 801cben Paellea 
vel":f'a.hren wir~ in denen der .A)ga'bepfl1ch'dge. ala po11t18Ch Verfolgte1" 
wgGJl Entzisb.u7g fes\etellDaftl" 'erl108g8z:t8W8rie Geldansprnsche .s. 
~je1j' ..li'a'Wn'atW.pglWMtJe URn 4aa Deutsche lteich ha\. aren 
bllllda'3geeetzl1eb& Regelung noch .asteklt. Der Anspruch cePD 4as 'Da1l'tacha 
_:loh 1at vom Abgabept11ehtigen £latibhan 1M aachen. Sowl\ 41•• .dobt 
Qn.rcb. V'orlQge einer Entscheldung e188 Y1ede1:\Cutaeh2:18aorgane g8ac!»hlll 
kama, hat dna J'iDan&smt clen StucJucaan'h'BC mit dea 'forg&8Jl18- II:I.DaeOhat· 
darJenige­ 1ber.fiDansdirektlon vorzulegem.. 1D del'8D l3edm die un 
Geld.anSpm",A becra.endende .lutzlehung de. testa'ellMnn VermoegeugepD­
stsru\e stattgefu.nd.en bat. Die Oberf1nus41rektion m., Z'I1 dem !at ­
boe:tand de1" Entziel::in.D« an Band dsr et-.1gea bel Ihr "or~en '0'11'.:-­
lagan 0cbriftllch Stelltmg u.nd le:nd.et dell Vorcug aledA:&m aD daa 
JiliDalU:.amt zura.eck. daa mumehr Daeb. pflichtmaeaelgem El"DlIUJ881l uebel" 
die Sttu'ldn:ug su entsem1d6n hat. 

b) Fuel" die )'81311." in Q.eIl8D aloh Zwitel \label" die ]i).be dee dem .ADtrae­
st.eller gegsnueber dem Beich 1U8tebeMen ADap1'VDbD ergeben, be_rid 
lob fOlgGnde6: . 
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masugel1en 1at 'ron de. Relchll~rt (Taxkehrmrsrt) .!lDo a:.'l,.'~zor:;a~:'\'i\~~;, 
VenlOegeJlIBpgenstands 1m Zel1.-p'ClJlk'i 91" ltntzisht\Jlg. :C~l" :ilJi.chf:l!ne,rE:­
wrt ist stUD volleB lfann'betrag auf DM QlIl2t'l.rochnsm,a~ Gei dAmn, ;:'luss 
dar Tel"JllDe~l)genatud, anon in chitt" ~ Celil l1en(lllti@,'t~n dl;tT!.lh diG 
Vee~\lJlSStel1UIIg .ine Wertlltindt!U."O.i'Jg eli'ahren .matte (z .. D. ooi . 
'Ball)1rpthabeD, Dulehutor&el'U~llI. usw.). 1m letzteronPsJ.le iat lh1:i 
der lIefto.bnlmig de• ..mapnoba die 1fertillinderu»g~ die dt:lll .lM1Ch o.cn, . 
UmatellJmgllbeett.mmIU'Igen erge'be!l baette, voll hl ,l\J:l~ Zl'!. "tn':lngr:'lll. 

c) 	 Die StaiDng i.'t; - u'b.rael:llad$t del" ltue1.'\ftig1!l!l S:~El r.;s·ltzJ.i(~hn.n Hf:Jt,;,;}lm-;g 
c18r IleichaTerblndlichke1t8A - "10 auf wDits!'60 in n"Jeoo '\I'02'!. 1.0 \<'. H. 
tbts sicb. a:a.a hchatabe a odeX' 'b erge't.J-l!lIldell'$ gl;nub~El:tt gelll::M~lt';B;r. 
Anarpmc.ba m gee••breD.. In des S1n:n~d1.ul.gsbesc:bEd,d i.(.t ZIUIl .~lLid,;i.'l.1Ck 
su bl"l»geDt W:J darch die.eD :BQse.beid del' gj.at\bb:.d't gam2.ohts .r!J.".­
Gf,p:.t"llloh .der em Grlu:d.e».OCh. del' Boa» llai$1l a.,ytqI;rlQD.J).nt ist. 

ltonn, del) 4. Jum. 1961. 
LA 8602 I - 11/51 . 

Del' llundeflllldnimter <1..,1" F:lJUHlzen 
In l"eTtratw:\g" 
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HEADQUARTERS 
JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 
APO 696 A U. S. ARMY 

July m, 1951 

'0 : All Regional. orfl.OEl8 
Legal Aid Department 
Umted Rest!tutjon Office, London 
Jewish Agency fell' ~$le9UJ)$ 
JewillJh Trust C£u')porationt .Hamburg 

. VDI'. RoldnaoJl, WO'ld Jewish Congress 

SUBJECT: I_diate Aid '!t\ms 

The attached c1!'cru.ar of the J'ederal !li1nist17 of Finance 

should prove b91pfui to the suec0uor organizations and lndividw. 
" 

claimant. in jWlt1.f)lng re~uestB for deferment of plQ"ments under 

Incl .. : a/s. 
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Sotorthilfeabgabe 

1/61 

A!l die 
&l.'Z'en F:lnan!aai.n1ste1" (11nanzflJe1l8.to:tSn) tIer LaeJldlr 
dar 	ar~r~ischan UDd orltischen ! ••atSQDl8z0nl 

11'1&.8 

b~tl·.; 	 S'l;tU"!dUI',g dSlr So.torth11.feabga'be bei pclltlsch V.rtol.gteD. 41. Geld­
an.spmeoba atU:' Gru.M del' Rueclt6rata.ttugsp••tse ge~.n daa D8tl\eolle 
Reich baOOn.. 

(EStSl. 	19~\ I S. 1'3) 

1.. 	 iell hatte m.ch oeraits in fa. 2S dee 2. SBA.-Semmalerlase.a damit 81nver­
sta.netAlln al'kJ.aert. dan. die SHA. cU. politisen V"rfo).cte m entrlohtea 
baben, j.ASt!l~itA!i~.Ul)Mt;. vird. All nacQpvi••en iet, 4&.8 4er Abgabe­
p.tl1chtiE,\6 eineil .pEZ,'Ugh CKI,!l._ LMst Hch PS 110&_. 1f1edemutftl.ggna= 
9!ie~e!~me~1~ia!etan (a.:8. wgen Juilenvarmegenaabgue. J'rel~lt.... 
e!)::"de~) ha'li, del" entwder berelts rechtskrufUg, anerkannt 18t 0&1," 

:?on. dam 4'i1l$ :Beachsinigumg del' V1GdergutmacilUlCabehoarda ,dahiJJgeband TO:r­
gelegt 1:ril"'<l~ das8 n'li t der A11erkemmng in 8Jl.tapzecl'lilnder Hoelle zu. 1"8C"'D 
itlt. 

2. 	 a) lch. trege ke1ne 1JadenkenlO dasa. entsprsehencl II!lI1ch 111 uolc.ben l'a.ollea 
\tEll'f'e-h,Nllwird, in denen del' Abcabept11ehtlge ala pol1:UBch Verfolgte•. 
!IIeb"'Gn htzi0mwg :festotelllllU'Gl" Vel'llOeg:enawer'te Geldansprueche .!!It 
i~~,;s\f!till..es.'ze an; AuJ2atacbt leigh lat. a.•• 
bnnt'tesgeaatzHcha BegeliJllg !lOch .aatet"'. iJerAnsprucb ppa 4aa »edeeJa 
Reich'ist 'Vom Abgabepf11cht1gen gla.tJl).batt so. machen. Sowi1; .u•• aI... 
dnreh 'fol"laga einer Entscbeldung eime_ Wl.rcal'laC.bu~lIOrgau ge.""_
kaml~ hat das ri=a.uBs.mt. den S'~.a:ntrag mit .n 'forcaa!lpn zuaeo-' 
dGl~~erd.ge~ Jbertinanzd1rektion vorzulegen, in deren Ie.irk 41. clen . 
r..eJ.4an.Opru",.a beg:ruendeDde Eutde.lm.1!g dis. t ••tatellbaren VerJIDege....... 
stane.G stattgef'undlln bat. Die OOerflJ'l8llscJ.11"8kt1on 111_' m ... , ... 
ber:tand del" Ent21eb.utg an Band dar .'Risen be1 1hr Torhac1.elaen Ua .... r ­
l~en Gchrittllcb Slelll'Ulg und a.nut (lan VQ %B8Ilg aledarm aD 4ae 
F1t~~_ eul'tlGck l das flIl:DlIVEIhr nach pfllC~.....s1gtJ11 I:rma.... ueMr 
die Sftnndrulg 2i.l 8:nt9cmiden hat_ 

n) 	 Fuer die '88110, in deneD alchZwalt.l uebel' 41e BDeba de8 dam AD''''' 
s~Elller gege~be:r dero :Reioh ...a'teheJUleil ADapZ'UCbfI 8.bel1, 'bema_ 
leh tolgallde,,: 
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.Auluge.ben 1st TOll dellA llelob.emal'kwrt (Verkel.l.'rmJert) dao emtaoganellJ 
'fe1"l1Oegensgecenstands iJII. ZeltptUlkt dJilr htniQ~. Del' E.eici:t3L1GJ:k­
wrt 18,~ zwn Yollen lfemibatrag aut :nM tu'Aznreclmen, $S !lei OOilU'A t d.!As~ 
der V61'!lOepnagagsnatand II1ch 1n de~ Hand. des :8&1"$chtigtan dr.n'ch <.1.!s 
tiaehru.JlgsulI18wllW!g eins lfertminde~ erfa:hl'Gn l'.dlatte(r.: .. B. 001­
lSanlr,ga.tba'bea, DsrlebHferdemZJg8R U8"d.). Im l~t~taI'eDll'all(~ i~t r,gi 
der 1181'eclmung de. AnSPNehI dig 'Werlm1ndarung. Cl~ir,;! uieh :na('lh ~I$rt 
UJI18tell.uJcabestim.moJ:lgen ergeben baetta, vol1 in ..e2>:.:ug l'm 'h:.s:i:ng;;m. 

0) 	 Die Stundang 1a't - tUibelicb84et del" 1tu.enf'Ugon gatlQtdich~m Ref..~.ah;,:'~5 
c18r Iieichaverb1:o.dllchlt'e1ten - bie aa.f' we1teres in !bam 'VOn 10 v.II. 
des Bloh 8111 :SU\~8'te.b& a odeI' 1> erge'bandent glaubhe£t gev-..'1Aentan 
ADIIPJ."'I.1Clis ft ge·noma. In dem StunmDgSbeacheifl 11>1; mm ltnsdrttclr. 
_ briJtgen. eta./) dnrch dieeen Bescheid del" gla.u.'bmft g61.taoilte it!.l­
spmch ueder de;'l1 GrtlllC1.e noch aer lroahe nach aD.e:'t.'ke!.r.nt 1st .. 

Bol'm, den 4. Jum: 1951. 
LA 8602 1 - 11/51 

Dar Eltnaesmin:lster l!eJ." Fil."IaJl$Gn 

In TeriiratUl.'\C 
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July ?3, 19)1. 

loo~t•. e.Jl7 .of t~setunda and the prf.)sperit7 of the Wi,eclergu.tmaohuilgabank

Detore its esp:loaioD,as well as the ,i;D.gemrlty o~ SOBle of the people af­

teoted1fOUld1nd1c~te t~t' the trailsterprob1em is not as great. 'might

'be oonoludeci from thelICOO report_ The Cumulative Report or JuI1e», . 

19." otgGZleral olaimlJprogress. shoo that t.hetota1' ~yments, made.lo .' 

elaiiNm,ta r'esid4,.ng. outside of Germany U 4.746,420 DJl' (ela:1.wmts' resid-' 

iDgi.JlG~rDUI.nl'haVe ']."8ce1ved 10&,212,164). !he inoreasi:ng riae ;nthe 


, rat.~ of ~.b:J.o"lce4D)( also in41catesthat such funds are notfioOd.1:ng . .'Ul. Jllarket, ev@atarate of almost 1$,. ," , " ' 
. . . " . 

, " 

, '.•.... , "0' take thed:!.stGrted U.S. ZOne figure. which are inflated 

to"giveH,Ie()Q,.gQfxi'Pgerrecpr&·a~ thtmtry toappl:yth&mt,dthe 

~~w B!fR,i~...... " "OUlit,fJ,yrti!chwillaoUalH.'he.r~covered"is:ind.e~d ,~\~ , 

a$h1e~'ot.a~r~a~~re imag:ina.t!on.! '40 l10thavethe .ftgar,ea for 


'1;h8•.ot~r2lol1es: ,.~t'V/:ll:l.'tri' to 'get' t~~ . 'My 'very di.llitinctimprees.,lon 
is t bat the, . pr08r!lin}),ere i8 beginning to grind to a slOllT s~,tU1. 
~:be othe~zcmes trW.alJaoat 'oert.ainlt enaOWltar greater dittlcult1es 
~~' g9tlslJi.,Ir • .roreXample, the Brtt~hZoDft8holl.ldtip'p~' _,' '. 
).,l~u,.torthe returnof:ooDs1d.eratioll instead of'w,lt wouJ..dgu•• 
~t:'9~ ~tthal1' cas,es would. be promptli disposed of with ,~~otal reoove17 
equal ~ IiQth1ilg. 'It therefore appears to ,be av~ry baslO f;JJ,ao;r , 

'~asIUmeth&t, a th8oreti'oal recovery is equivalent to qM ,1I'hi~h will 
'~~,,beIU~.n. 

: , ' .• '. '. ~.' :1' presume' ,h.evw. that yoU have' a lJf8oitic, purpose'in .,lidDd. 
..4I~ ~~*,o~rd, tQ,,~ce:l:ri.ngtla.e mimlLtes oft~,foUragenoT " 
~euntJ in1rhi.0~ "the~edeUghtta.lmorsela, Will be dige~te~~', . " 

, ..,;', , ' ""I'a/l(at~o~~ ,ac~py of tl}elatest statU.tioal report,. 

Pleases,bare it1fitp.Dr.Robinaon.' !yeare trying to S.t,sOme copies

for: h1m.·butunti111e. <i~",p8rbaP8 you can di'Vide theSe. " ' ' 


..,' C~a.lly yours.~ 

'pr.~ 
Ge'JilI 
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The .Hon•. Job». J. lIoClo,­
U.S. Bgb.eo.nm1nioner for German,y 

APO ? '!f. U, S.' A1"ll\V . 


Dear 	.... MeOlO,.; 
. . 

Concu.rren\17w#:thClyfDC'TOU thi, letter on our behalf. Mr. Ferencz ldll 'be! giViDC 
you ou.Z'f'orm,al request for the ap:P01ntmen. by TOU of ~. thl'ee-man-eomJ!l1,saioD 'tiD ln~ 
v$9tlgat$,~d.report to you oD.the ezped1 tlD« of rest1 tution proble_i.n tm. '. 
Ameriean ,Zo~of Ger'tl8ny. . , . ' 

". '. .. -	 . ' 

'. We do_t,t."l t;~teuch. a oolll!lls$1on "q~1ree a YEll7" lon.g tl_ to emm1ae.~to the 
prOblem.!'·to prepare its report.. In. f~ct, ve belie" thl!l~ a small ~i'&U}!) ot1J1tGl­
ligent aAd·eXperieneed. form,sr publ10servante coult\ undertake tMaiD, at_weeks 
m:rvey and ~quire aD add.1 Uonal week' a tiJll9tt), dra.ft andt('lrwari. a "port: to70U. 
Mol"f,toTe,r, '~recogn1zethat 1f th18 pro}:Osal 19 to ae."" it!!! ptlrposes itl!lba\i1d be 
done and. QOmpleted repldl7 so all to avoid Bl\Y'. imprees1011 of dell!q' ali one handollbci to 
meet"ll'i th o\her rt9qulreinenh of gov«3rnmEult'al pollq• 

. We b3Y$ eonaeq,uen\ill' taken the l1'bertT ot' r1:1!1cu8eiDg this matter Infor-.lq with 

pereoD,whoappea.r to 'be qual1fle4 and who wOUld. be 'Available 'Pl'ompt~toetJJae to 

Gel'llal\Y on l'le,nsultaJ1t bane for the brief period required. . 


The following former pubUo officials are l!I'U.bm1ttedforyoUl' consideration.• 

(1) 	 Mr• .,ames ~d1s, forme2'Man of .Ha"t.lrd Law School. aDd holderot numerous 
GovQrmnent po!t.. Dean LaUdi.9 office address i8: 1822. JefferSOil'laee. 
N. W •• Washington 6. D.C. 	 ' 

lb.>. lll1:pert Emerson. Harvard. School: of Economica. former official 11'1 the 
State, I.ntar1or alll1 OolnD1l9rceDepartments. Mr. Emerson's address i,' 
clo~ar~ CBmbridge.Ma9s., . 

(J) 	 Mr. Davtd GiDsbUl"g. former Gene.raJ. Counsel of the .Office of Pries .A_no­
1''ltJ'atton,Ad:vleer to Gener81 Clay. etc.' MJ'" Ginl1bllrg'8 address 191 
Wash1~on.D. c. . 

Mr. }1'e:renci wi1J.bs 8vallabletodlecua. with you ~ other rela,ted qt!Setlonswh1ch 
you. ma, have in mind. 

iespectfully yours, 

M. ii. 	:Beckeluma. 
Director GtU18fal.,.. 
Amari ea.n .J01ntDistribution Com! 'tee 

on behalf ot: 

AMERICAN JEWIsH COMMlTDE 
AMERICAN JOINT DISTBIBUTION OOMMl'lTl!IE 
JEWISH AGl!JIiOY .BUR PALESl'IRE 
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August ), 1951 

The lID14 Jolm J. McCloy 
U.S. SighCommlesionsr for Ge~ 

APe '7 'if t U.5. ArDJT 


:\)earN!'. )(cCloy: 

Mr. Ferencsrecent17 delivered to 70U on behalf crt tile ;f'ourprincipsJ. JeWiu ag8xr 
eiea of the Un1te' State. a letter explaining, the very seriou8ooneern felt recard­
lng tbepropoBal tod.~ge9tal)lhht~ existing ~ll,ed Octurt .tiNCture .waling with 
l'8stitutlon problema 8.n4replaee 1tw1tha miDi court which would inol.ude,German 
b-riet,Q(!!.eapart of"troJX)sH.4111~~~,roan 9On.ractual arrangement.,luee., 
'theiTewtllli or~" _ttona ""r8 41stl\1.be' to:Lea:J;'n of theqaestionable tlastewi,th 
wh1ollii~. ,Jl"it1.h autho rUie II have proceec!8d ~9 propo.. sche,d:u.leddisGu.ssiona With 
the (ktrmaDB: looklmg towarie enUnc the ~l1e4",reB.rved power. evel"l"fuit1 tut1o.I,l, 
lDatter1it.,lDOreespep1ally ,aince 150 faJ's.""" ,CaJ.l dJi,termiD8,there d.oeanat .... to,' 
exist,a~ Qlea". a.gJ;'8e,inen~ aJll)B#J the, three A1.11ed Go".rDment 8 thellseivelllooncerni:og 
tb., d,eil~lS,of ,al'l\1be,\jitut~d 'progr. wh1~ wo11l;d reaso_blT assul'$ t;he ~U.e" 
(Jove~n~s thattru,irpoliciea anreati tution would. be fulfill... underGel'malt.,
" '..' "'"',''' , ""," '" ," ',' "", '" l "', """ 

control~" (;)n~ a'pi~we ,find t')lU'8elves indebted. to you for your t:\.me17 an4 w~l:l 
, cons:1<1e~d~ntel"l,'9llti()J1tour., ~hat, nr;l,~~r.e~lthou.gbt'lle giyfln to, tbi.8 sub­
ject ,be~ored.1s,eu~l!I;ton.b." hIJ~cl_w1;'h,t~Ge~ OoTe'rment. ,:r alB instru.~e~ ,on 
behalf o,fthe Jewish organs. !lations of the UD1 ted $tates to reJ18W the eXpression of 
our cO~,tinued,gratitllM an~ 1~debte4ne8S t~, you.' , 

Tou willl:>e p1eal!ed to learn that the Jel1ishor~niz8.t1on8 of the United Jti~JI 


expre9$Sd th.,1r conc~:rIi to~ord ,ilenderlllon, th:e ~ri tieh Vn~r-Secretal'7 of State ' 

for l'oi-$ignAffairl,when theylearned that their ,Government vas aeekS,Dg80 pre­
matu:re~t()'~ScUSIIg1"il1g, o~r contro:lto cn,rDlS.lll.' , ' 


We feel.' 1:ihat ~beeedevelopmenti8 al'llstra1if1J 11), the Willd po:1nting thAt a.nimportant! 
mQral and 8<Fd1iaole pol.l~ of the Uni ted States and the other GOve~nts.'namel,yt 
th8rea~i~\1.~ionpr~cram., ~)n~uiye:rtenilitG t~ wiehes ot our qoveri1Dle~tbe 
destroy<!d orcancellecl out as a ~nsequenee of, negotiations wi th tlle Germal1 Gov­
erllJJlent. wM eh Df)gotia,tions iii the,ID.ain look tow~ds 8n1v1Dg other very l.rtaut 
polit1Ct'11 aM. securi t7 aep1:ra~loulI! of ourCJo~~nment 'and. our A111ea. Iecause of 
theee oonsiderations we have cast about in searC)h of some solutioa to brlD1: the 
res titut ionprogr8.m to aclo aE! quckly before it mqbe D.e('l88eal7 to di,s,auss a 
,transfer of aut,bor1t7 to the ~rmant. , AiDed. of El1'})lor1:ng thi8 question waa 'in­
forme.lly dj,soussed, wi th you by Mr. Ferencz ari4 we a.r~ deepq app~c1a.t1ve that you 
have indicatedyour wtll1:ngneaatogive it B7mpa.thettc con$~dert:lt1on. 

, " . " . ,. 

On Mq 17. 1951, the !ri tieh Under-Seoreta.:r;y of 5tatefor Foreien AffairSt wi th 
the approv~ ot the, 5ecreta1'1 of State, appo~nted a comml ttee toexamtDe tbe 
progre." ,made ~der the restitution law ia the :British ione, and to make recommexr 
daUonS whioh might remove or reduce the oaUses of any dJtlqe in, the 41spoaal of 
claims,. The thl"ee-man-committee inv·Ued perBons and organ:izations to give evidence 
before ,it and quiek17 rendered a report ,to the ForeigO, Office. ' The suggestions of 
the :British ,committee were gratefully re,celved as ,9. valuable contribution toWard8 
the fu1:t'ilmentof the restitution objeot1ves. ' 
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i')le American organimat10nl, who l:Iave a.sked" to 001lDluniQat& with you on thfi)l.r be­
half, rfif11d~,your own interest in doing everything pos~lble to exp8d1tet~ suocessful 
eoncluB'ton"of the importantreatitut1on program. reep8ct:fUll1 invite 1ouroO~1dsra­
Uon totheestabl1shment of &s1milar coRllliesion for the U.S. ZOne. Our suggest10IlS 

:would. Varj'somewha.t from tne :British approach, in that we feel in viev of tlieout­
standing re,crol'4 which you have on this and. other matters and to dlspel aD¥ Possible 
a.sSUJDpt1on'bYaD1'one that we would 1mp17 aD¥ or1ti~18m of 'your adiaiDish'at1on in this 
proposal; andfurtberto co:ooludathe matter ae quiokl1' aa possible, ~CO~,88ion in 
the u.s .. eo~ should. b81)y your appointment in accordance wH;h your frame of reference, 
andabouldrepDrt1 til findings aB4 recominendatlons to you. 1'\ 18 'felt that ItJUch a . 
body might, wi:thlna short pe710d of time, 8ur\1'8y the restitti tion sCene from tbe per­
speotiveot anoutel48 'group, aDd. prepare an objective eftluation of the'. S1.tuation as 
"lias its. reeonuJlend.atiolut f()r constructive action. In view of tbeeurrentOonei&­
~~Eltion~i~i"~s,Cu,S81~ ~~h.tbe"~1"_~au·thD~tles the relirulu18hment'ot' th8r~8ertecl 
P.'"er .iJlthe f1..'l.J e>t r..~t1iutloJ11~. seems .lnc:rea8inel¥ lmport&Dtt_t some.suCh . 
et..p be .U11derlaken before the Allied rights are surrenUNd.· fheftD41Dg8·ail4: reoom­
mendat1q:tl's' o't'Suoh a groUP Di1ghtprovide an important seale iD. 'Which the' :rei!.sonaltleu.8 
o;LG:er~delJ.lEl.ll4e ~uld bewelghecl. . : ". 

SlD.~· d.r~"w8810~ElPD.,t.),ieftiture a~~1;~Bo~ .)"estit.utlon IDal' soon be 1l1l4ertaken 1Jetveen 
represente,t1ves of~neHlgh Conmiss1on and the German authorities your early and 
favourab.le oonsi'd..r8:tion of th1s8Ugge9t~~n,.woul4.be. 81n~erely appreciated. 

Respectfully yours, 

M. i"l.:SeckelmaJl,· 
Dire.eto!, General, 

Amel'i,Candolnt Distribution Committee 


on behalf of: 

AMElila.u JEWI $8 COMMIT'1'.l!Ilil 

AMERICA. 101ft DISTlIIBUflOllOOMMI1'rD.· 
, . "'. ". '. 

JEWISH. AGlilNCY 101 ;PALEsTl_ 

WORLD"IEWIS! CONGRESS 
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Ree' d8/? ,,1 
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"HICO(J CABLIRG DEPAR'fMEft JURINSTi/UCTIOBS ON JOIJrMlXED COU~ ,WalCH '\lAS 


JlXCLUDl1ID FBJM DISCUSSIONSWI'fR GE1U'ANS STOP MY JULy:n Sroll MlN'rIOB'.4lJLE 


. BUi' OOAILlBD lllliOBMATION Olf GOVER.nAt rosl'l'IOlfSIS OONFIDlWl'IALSroP' 

. .'. - - " , ~ , .' . , . 

SUGGEh'T CONTACT CORA JUDGE PETER :fLAIAGAll NOW 01 LEAVE AT 93 BEm~ PLACli 

AraTl'VXLLE LONGIsLAlfD ,AND I1AVE DEPARTMERT QONl'ER WITH HI" AS LOC~ ,EXPlilRl' 
,.' . . 

, ' , 

S'IDP COMMIS5IOI PLAlI' SlUt'!' ro HeCLa.! TODtt.T PER JEImYS, LETTERS OF JAUGUS! 


FElSNeZ 
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The PUrpO.. of t.be cU.SO\UU1S,ODwas to broaoh the problem of ~e 
, , 

Jewlsh lDterestall'lC)OMeotioD wS.th the proposed d1ecu.ss10M between t.b 

Alile. aDd the Gena... .Il BeNlaft prcn'&r debt.. We wanted to, aso.eJ1a1a 

the preseat s taws .f. tbe U,-ns81ons aOd the vlew. of the Stat. De­

part••llt on the adna.blllt, .f briDSlng 1.to tbea. dlsou••lo.. the 

problem of restitu.tion; oompa.allon,and th.e 11abillt, ot Sou for 

the Reioh debts under Law No. 89. 

The viewep.vea b7 Mr. Marso11es were bi8 own aDd. apparentl,. 414 RCt 

neoessarl1, Nj)rletUtll' tile oplo1o. ot _. Btate Depar'81e.t - he ma4e 1t 

ole... that he ."84180118818& these QUestlon tor the tlrll', tl.E) and 1Iha't 

be bllD8elt M4M ....1' to mo•• of 'be pl"Ol'4e. involved', 

.A.OooNlng ,t. Mr. 1IarPUes,th••xt step (apparentlt In Ootobel') 

wl1l 'be a Tlutee-power Ooote ..._. whO•• P'l:fIPo•• ,,111 be to tl'J to 

a8oel"ta1a t.be lIagn1tu4e of thedebt8. Tb.$ se.ond step (usu.dl, 1n No 

vember) Will be a 0 ...41 tor cont.Hnoo. to whlGh a laJ'le.. nuaberot. 

natlona,,111 be lnvlte4. 
, . .' 

PrellaS.Dar7 ••'imatea tor pre••• debts are 3 1i41Uon 4011&1'$, but 11h1. 

amouDt ~nolu4e8 latereat and bondabOw be~4 111elal17 b, ~aD1 persoDS 

aad't.b.. lp$lau.lt the two latter oategorlee art ellm1nate4, all 

amouR,.t approx1matelr el.2b1111011 "wId rema1n. 

The Depe.r'lDeat of State 1e aw$.~ ot the taot that l' 18 impossible 

'0 deal w1th 'tbee. debts alone andtba11 a 1901utlon oould '" foUnd onl, 
<...t. k. Hal' t..... If' os, ~ (,16.h ~"., ,t,' rf7..c.D c~" c. s P'l ~ q]I,t 0-, , 

on an overiIl~1ij- OOMidt:rlilsrfille ",8~ltU'lon aQd (tompeABs:tJ 

(General OltdJDa Law) p:pc)blellls as well. The present thinltUs of the 
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! 	 GeNaAS18 apparentl1 to oQI'ls14el' all the debts a. PM debteano. '0 

orea'. Marlr.& ot dltteren1l oonvertlb1UI,. tor i.tan.e a "d.e'b.t -l'kt '* 
, 	 , . 

..--lav••tlle'" lIaaa (a. exlsti at pre•••t), po.slbi,. "'reatltutloll 

aDei oompeuattoD IIUU"lt. B But all till' 111 tefttatlve because, 1& adcll- ' 

tlol\ to the ~-_a'loQ.4 pN'bl... tbe lsraeU. "parat1•• alai••', 

apd appareAtlral80 a '"nob. proposal. to 1••Ullt, '"noblll.a '(or othe!, 

Allies) ~.J' tae General Claiu La. must. 'be takea lnto acoount_ ,The 

4.1ttlcult, involvea 1,'8 that.... 'h. ~'xO"'lol'l Of ttle ,re"ar de'bt • 
. ' ',. "',..... "b-~rl- ... W"OJI ~,." " " 
(bo~d. In',, U&&la)~ .ae of the otheI' 0$1114 'De established .•V.1l 

appro,draa'.,!,. at P,..••Rt. 

l4r. Marpllf.tho\lgbtbat 1t miaat' be _.lse tor ~e J.wish Il-oUPS, 

to bnng '.ell'. patOpoaa1,to the GonteNDce beoa ••• w. weu1d tao. oppo­

$lt100 trow verr la(lueattal olNl... It II16rllt alao be 1.4VI8.b1., 

',1n vl.w ot the '''''I _hieh prewal' 0"411iO_ lIl&1' b$.veto, take an4/ol' the 

.4el&7. 1l)vol.ve' 10 rep.,....'•• , Ho••Yer .. as JDen'lcne4- he W&sq1l1,. 
. 	 . .'. 

tiN 111 Al. YS.el1' 'bat tbe"sU'.'"on 1IU\4, oomptulfJatioD .ola1me mu' 

neo.esanl1 hconalderec1 1. OonaeOl1oB w1 '11 arq' 4e01s10n onatLe pre­

War 4e". .ad tbat tne,. el1ata a cl... relation b$tw••• tbeee two 88- ' 

parateoat.80ri.. of 01&1. aga1.e, eemaJll. On the whole ..t 'S 01>-" 

no.u,.. _bat s~".e ld.1l4 of a scale fol" the repayment ot all theae obllca­
",j(1. ~~ fh ~ Lzr cJk..~bJ , .. 

'lonefad 'bateC)ne£.d.eNble .m. nil. bave to el.tipee ..til all pa1l1'Ul'" 

would be made,. 

As to So..' 8 re$ponsl 'b11it, Under Law •• Mr. ~l'goilea "'a8 I10t poaJ.... 
,. 

tlve waeth.~ this preblem will be: dealt wlib $S part of 'he oontr~o~ 

arr..nsement or ot 'ne pre"ar <l$bts (1ft the larger context) or at all. 

It would 'appear that Soan oonsltler8 1taelt the SUGCeSSOr of the fhird 
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Reloh,a1'hotllb •• tar olll, in re(Jal"4to propeMl. ror some rea.8oDll 

BeMfe.11 strongl, about l' &ad ililr.krsol1.a ventured taeop1n1on 

tba'the, .., evea be w1111q top.,. tor thts reCG~tS.OA 'b1 a811umlna 

tbeRe10ll11abll," In aooord~ncaew1th. Law 69. On the oontrar,.. ,he 
'renob are tlrm 11'1 -.1r v1.w that t.b.ewe.tern German 'edeftl, 'llepubllo 

's a· new oreation aR41n DO "., a eUGo.ssop to tile old Reloh. ,lie. 
U~fLA.· weat ,80 ttJ.'t' dollS '11th t.bel'Jtenoil: .be "aB IaOt po..l'~ve .he1'8 

'tbe.Brl"s. _'004. I' 

tt waS tile oonae.eus thattbeproblema lavolv'eda.N veri oompl1­

oat$4 blat als. wPJ. lmponan' and. 'Mt ••, .Ul bave to be l'ec1.18ftfl.uHl 

sOon. 
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_ r , • )" .; ,r' ,; ~ - ,.,' ," 

"'.' 

'P rovi d ed'S (, 

, . ...' .' '. 

"The Governinen:hl 'Of 'the ,un±~,'edKi,:t'lgd,oman:d,'the',J;lfJnj/te;(i' 
, . " ": i " '" ,v ." - " . ~/' ' ;., , , , ",', ~.; .;. 

stat~B',O'f "Amdi::tqa(.re~oun.oe't~e,~.r' cii+~Dla:±n' ,re9liec:,#,"9,~ 
• "," , ' • -"-, I' '1'.,.' . . - , ." ~. '" :' ,~'. ':'," " t, ,";' 
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iha ,effe.qt ' oJ, ' t'n¥s,~::'p~r'l:~t~ph'w~,B '~,b:,' '~!1:tf~~t.,:,:,t,h~::<~tP:l:~~·~a,~:£o.:h ' 
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Vienna. 
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, , ~. ,t::>.. :'" "", ',,' ' ' 
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'lv'oike! ',of"" ar,t ~~', 'soo4'~' '.ot .all ';kJn4a,~.'.' '~Wilfs 'wefA.IlY.(',~fii.Qll " 
, '. ~,lis '~r:~~~BillY' i$~~j~w+~~~-, t~9,1;~~d~~~~~"$#~~t*~~~:';1;~j:iiow;'i ', 

,be 1.nr( r,E(t'U:rn,e'd·:.:·:'Q,~"' .~j~e~t'lctu}"~'d:tt" tif j:,t,~, ..i1g~t~ul ofNi~if9,i'" 
,<' .. 

" ,~ l 
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I'oc'~l:tJ!,:iJ:,;{j, ::,;Q+.,c;~,~t,r9:+J~ ~'~~re::q,~':~,?,~,;~.t:,:.t~~·fJ· a.,(:t~li~'~J;>;ge'~ItrlUlY;~~, , , I 

. ..,.. ,- . . {" . , 

I ' 

•,~:;::::!:~::n::!!:r.ff:;~~~::~;:;~:",::,·.,:,·,,~:,i!!:~~J;::i!~~~:i~:!· ,." 
) '. I",' 

later come"1~'tO'.',1ts l)'oalfe'B(:d'on~ eV,€fr' ·reoe1::ves ,'t:1!tJ.,e: •. , " 
" ',r.", .~ ., , _~.' ~<. " ,.' 'I • ~ '. "f ~ ,\' \ " 

lUthou~h\ ::t·ti~'.·.w:ord:'~~:·Bt:~.t'u.t.{(Jl1'·J's·.:t~o't fOlU~d :i'~" ~'he )4f;l~~O~ " 
~. r • ,.' ,,' " I .~ ", ' ~ 

~e c~art~t'1on and' ~'o" '$p.e,~t~~:i c\ dffclaratlb'na 0'" l)q,jB~,'o:v' :Qn· '~,e,a~i'tut',-

~'on we~'~ a,g;r'~;t4;.!ii~~~*,.,:,~~i.:j~1~(?:~!;~~rnine~ta1r·:'i~'V9J::t~ l~~~~s;.';~.ean: ~ 
.."'.' "'. , 

~ j, , ." • ' ,: , _, .' .'"';:",~ , >", , .,' , . ," "": " ~" "': ,;' _ ,i " ;',' ""',~ \' ". 

rt? eiJgni:~,ec]" ~.h~~. ,1'3t!:}v;ro.e,~ "~lh~:: 11~ teA't ~f',' t~n~ ,41".t'1.E3,'.L~~,~ftL(jvEi!,to: 

,reo to,r~' "t O~ft~-J!~~i'~J;O"tiQ'~',*.,,~ ~euf~~¢I!;,,~i"'lih~:-,~j~~#~#,~y 
, '.vihi'{;h '''Yt:16, lQ:o~ed,_ f~:O:in 't,ijem' ~~: ;P9.S~J:lilti,~,' "" 

" ,,: -'.:', !. V":t"";' .~ ..... ' . ""'• .' ~.:- \' "'. " '~'.' "", 

, , Ti1e:u;'S\.j.~ol'icy. :ori r>~~!:.;:t;,ftutiofl'ELs: ~;e;.r,e'l()p'e~e:', t~Q '~d'ii.t;e, '~a, 
to '" / " " ~. , ; '.; :'1'." ',,'.; " ',_'._' ',' - '. ; .• '.' , '" ~~:' '.'.- .r",; 
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viithrt'lErtj?,tU,t iont.'6.. Al.');·l"tla :'tfatf.ori:s·. 'airi:,las..· " :s~~Ol.)' 'i!·.8:;~.. ..·.·:i.·.it .:.._' :~1;\'~.··f·,i'O.~;:r .. 'y··
•• ' '.' ," J •••",', ~ ~ "., .,,' ,,;. '. ,::'! '. ..~ 

miS Bi O!l~' "l'hi6'i:;~' e:mp:lt~6'f~'e~:f ;:bS~' t:h~' ·fa·c~···that::.. th~ ·di,·J·i~)t\t~:e··· . " 
/' > ", • , • h.-<{ .. , ~ , 

et!;"!;testYnit neIther t;he;,neecrs 'of ·th~,;,o.aou.':,l.·,,)a~·i:Q'p..·,t~r.p,~,.~t#·~:ne,
I "<t, "~ :'~:,. ~ ,-~ •• ' , .,' ; 

','. , . " ", . ,I.' "". ~" :: ,:.'". ",' ,_:"> .' . ,~. ' .... , '" - "i. ""I" ,: ,," ,,". ,-, • 

tlo:eds of' trw 'AU8't)~~ &,.ri:'eco.*'omy ::'H:i.Q}.i.:1dlJ·e·U'Ei'ed·as.Wl·:~'~'9u:se:;·t·~,
" , . " I '>,' 

.1,:::::i:~::~;:~1::::nl!t:::::£::~;::~i:~!1£~:!>:~1:E~;ii~~, 
.-' f: Q;r rest 1tuti:on :'Of,'p~;op~r'1;:;" ~:~:}~'~:~~:~'W4if\1'tiiefi,i;y·.. :jS~~I),ve~> :~~tWDi',:;r~<:' . 

t, he i r c~urrtr Lea afte'i' t·l:l.~:rr·· ~oll~pBe.;o;t"'. . , 
, ~ 

'. ' '. . ., • . ' 1 • ," ~ ,i' '.":, " , , "", :;f ,.;,:'. " ''''''''-''''', , '<: ~ ,', ',", . ,. '. 
'Sto.ck and. ~oei'tai.n··gooda:'ln·:l:Ju;rk sto:ra;g~·.. ., '._ 

" .. ' .., " . ~",., .. <:~">':,,: ..,/",". ' ".': " ..... ',' ,'",.::' ,',.,' 
Ef;f:Q·JTt,s'~,o ,.qb~;,f:l.i'l'l;::i;l.g.r:_~era€nt~,;on·.··u"':{iu:$J.i·ri:i>;Ci;;t"IH t1ei'r~,6':t'"htJi1t':Eob;' 

'. • ", '~' ',' .' ". • w ",'. '. • " .' 

policy p'ro'y,ed' .:f,'~ti):e:~: ·}3'pih.p,reat', nrTtaintlri:(f Frul'ld:e '1\~vi'::' 
", 

.. 'su be t an~'iallyeftn riar::bJ.:'et.s t'i,t.u t:-i().n, .el:i ~;t'} c tc1,ve'f\ ,VI ft.h·:. :#~'g~#&. t·e):·'.. 4li;i'~:ed 
:. :. ,,: '~.,<','~\"",,':i;:'- ," .' f' ,,,,~' .. ". '~:' , ..... >-.,. ,': ': ". '.__ . ,:~.,-',-"'r: 

Nations bul v~i'y,o ons"ide.l'.'s;b.ly '.Q.~ .t Q:proGe:d.U'Jie .. · ,It:);wa~'~.~.j;h'e:r.ei;~9:t',e>t 

. \~g;reed..~ 1) at ,in ,~he: :W7'stG~n'. ;;O,ti~;'O" :~.;~~~:, o~'o&"p'5f~ci'n~')~oi~'~:r lV;.~·t;l.~,~ ,.p~o~e·e,d 
lind e r ita own d:i r~~'ct i-ve ,>', i [l~~m~';J}~ '~s' '3: ,a'lJ~~'i~n,tia:~i~~' uiil.:f.6~~ . ',' ..":':.:~'" " .. -' ": ',,;;" , . " ",' ~ . ','. ' 

... "'\' ..", 'f'" ':":':',. -""'::'-""';I~~"""" ".,:~ ".,':, ), ':, •• i 
P

, ._.~:-".:;"':-'t-'~;"".'.1·. "'."t ­

, :re!i."u itt wolr19 pfe;~: Itr,6Cl.u.C~eorJ'.. ,Hov~,ey,€:r·. ;w l~tb:~J,;!'e:~i§£i;tst ~t :e~;"E:Re:inY' . 

N8iti~6r'~;,.~~;i;t~it:tW:'B,.:~!~cwk;~~",~'h~ ... ~~~~y1~~~~'€"t~1~~'N'~~fit~bii'·,... 
p ~'li;d::P;;'i:., a~ctf,.':fl;P;~~~l~;!~,a:,!q>~\;~$.~d~~~Qo~~~:F'?!'!: :t'hl{~·::,.;~~'.¥-::~!,~l~' "ha;~~i' 8u,rill at " 

""'" . ·t-\.::,.> .... ~-. "::, ,.!', :'. ?~~"~:j~;:":;-,, t ' j;~i;::~~~4~.:~'; .. :".),I"-.iJ·,r\~.Y!~~,,!~~~ '.,~,~."."'_:>~,._.,',.,_" 
'. 'P'o 1;i c'lf,' " . IU'....t:P!}, .~~,~;~,lt,~Z~qlt~;i;;,~,1Jii~tJ~{i>.;~;bt( ~.n~t:t'~ll~\ ~ln~~,~ ~,~ :~,.~ et i nt;-Xuenca, 

'; < • '.··<;'"t;~gl~~;1~i£"i,;f~~;~,: c:< /. ,.. .'.
t 
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'.:. '. 

':or ,SP9n6*t8h~p 'f~.eJ~~~~~i;":T~~~.e,,}it¥,.S'~t:~:~~:ii':'!~~'Ji~~, " 
. Hu'i1g'ilrYt. Yugos l'av:f &t"la9'l a.ndi;.;;RUm~'1a.,,:lilid.;·CZ.e;o.l',l:()slOv'!ak.:f~/t

",-,,' .' .', ~'?~:;:::,; .".~<l~.:,.~·",,::,'f,:~'~<."t:_' .. ~::,.~ I"·','-_':,';-':-~-.<";:::::;~,~,~>·.,!/L',,:,--,.:,: :;:~~". "::n',.,, 

·the' 're:a t itutlan to· .W.eBt~6,rn ..:N'~t'l6fis;ha:a ·rJ~err;:v.f1'ry.6n:OV{~l' 
. '. ',I),.",· -, '-.'.,,'/ .... "},:,'_.~.:~~~:;.:,,'.' '" ,-' ~.< '(',"~"",.>:~~>.,~,,/.,:,:l~<':~" ''''',:' '".",',' .: .. 

'Ottr ,j-5 s t (tilt,torii)()Xl:o~I,,JflPP:'l!~.~6" to;. ,P:¥9)i.~·Jt~ii, l:03:t~;(fv,'t:rci,~., , 

,Ain.u ,or '."-E~.my!N~t1~n.b". t~;&j!.~.i!l~'l~r'~~f~he;·li~~i~~; 
·of ·(}e~manoQo:tipation r,£: ~}i,~p~~1:Q*.l:ar·qo~.~t~~:- H~q.. ,·tem.o,,·ed . 

", ' t p:'nq {dent1f~'~bt.,~n!~Mii'~t;~':i~~ff:f:QP1;;~~, Q:i1~'ftt.', ' 
. 'in:clu::les ,cul,tlfral" ·re:ltg4ou~a~·a.ncl .o.~:fi~:f!I:t1'c ,vf9~J;'St";Plu,el:1lii"·':',~.:.i 

, ' .' . '.' '., '.': .' .. ' .... ~', c." '. ""';;~ .• : :::.,' /' : .;J'" ·~::,:,;'Y',. 
colle ctt.ons j 111?t~ie'e·. '~rchi:t~St: .,fnaustr:fa-l'~!lin.d<';a.gl:i;~Ql;il'~~~~l, 

, - } , '1. -, ,':. - .• ,- : ,:, ".,",' 

. equipmeil't' en'd machj;fie*,y),··3:;Q:i:¥:~:~g,':;S;~;OQ~.:.<.¥o.q:O~:~lt.g;:~;;«~~#~~,~/ : 
c~!ld 0tJ:r.er.. t;ran6portatlon~ ··com'tt,un{9a.tion .anti· :p'o;/,ei:,"E{qri'lpkeri:'tcj( , " , I 

, "1, f , ~. ~. ' 'lj:, '" .~~. : ,.,.j, " , ,.l-:: '.' 

valu ab Ie s (exeluding 'g~,~;4'i .' tfeCUf1t fes·an,d·to,~l~:ig*__ '~U'~;·~~~d¥e:8J:,,: .... 
. . '" . ., ~, 

ma.ter ia~G •.'livefl.t,ciok and q;t:h.:.e~ .,~.,O\?48'~' .. , .', 
,. "," , , 

claimant ·na~t.ioii t o~~:~,rq:B:' ltb,~~~~'~':~~'llr6~8li' §#j)~dm~~iFt( ... 
channa 1n to' the RD&:!t" liiv-i"Eliqn fI, ~h±:ch, r€ cor.ers it and' fti~,;J~~rlt9 

, ' .' ~ , ~ .,' ., I 

,the claim fOl;. inve~:t::l.g~~ii,9r~·:'~o,.t'b.6. app,rop'riiat:e :f':i:e;ta. ;~~~OY. 
. . ,'.... ',. \ ., '-~' '/.~ '",,,'" ,'~ .' .-'.,(."'.,", 

in .tho U .. S. Zone of Au~trle.. 9r: thelJ':~f3.V~~;r;na·./tte:,a;~.~·~;~,t,h.~·.· 
. .~.' 

'. ,-' 
, ' I,' ' • ;' '. ~ 

property canbcf loaat~j'd:p' .a.cu·stodian. i~. ,apI)O'~nLte~W~6,'l.i· 

~. "P on s i bl_fo,; it to:i.at-it4'y:~otmlllen~t '''-nt!n,,~e~H..~i 
- ,{ . .' :' ',' 

.j: t .i a mairlta.1he'd ·1f>lit·£;,~irr'~G en:t.'a~'atUB '()r'"'~¥,~ .pr~o.it9.,'f,as:tJ:~ut:~ 
: ',: ..:_ .. "",,I,_>.,,~, ::~.: '~'.J-"', '~.'_,;,:. ~._,~', :'_"~,;'_~,:'.,"'<", 

ion ~ If ,the .,i:rij;~~rmtullon,·z:,e"ceiv~d".~~ .~ufft'94ent',fo):'a.n.'f~dJudlca:t.,:... . 
• • , , • ',,' ',,' ,,'¥ •• +" .., . ', ••' 

· i on p' a' deo.i sion ~lfi· ':ll~{je ,as .'t~ ·the~(:l.l i dit~,:()'t~ t.ije' ··:'c.l:ai:m~.· "'Wtiei1:;
'" '. . ..... .' .. : >i:::. '.' .' '. ' " : ',.': ;. ..,'. ">,,,,; ,....,' .. .> . 

sufp~cient .p):iope~ty'~a$' ··befen· 10,(,fatad"ide:p.tfi;.t"i'f?Cl .~q.ij ·t;he':9,~'tii:m~ 
," .' .' .. 1. . ':."",:~ 'J :. ":' ",. ,:.: -- •. ' 1 .'.. .:' , '" ',~ " '.:': .; ,-, ': '." ',:- • 'J . ,- '.' '':' 

i~u'bs.ta;n t ia:t'e ca" 'a.:rrs.h.·geme'nt"s;· ate<:l'rlst i tti t'~"d~ :'hy~I:J&R.·:Dlv1t·e'iOl'f 
. . _ -'.,'-:...•':".' ";" . '. ',.,' :',_,!<,'<.' " ". '<'--:',., _. _?_~. ':<;""'':".,:;,::~;.'.'-,"''jf. '<'" "';' 

fo~r .t.here tu~n:'~off,::';~he ·pl'OIHJt .t3;! to theCla:fni4#trla;tiib*,. 
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SECRET American Legation, 
Vienna, Austria, 
August 9, 1948 

MEMORANDUM 

From Martin F. Herz 

Subject: Soviet use of Austrian securities. 

Herbert Prack, managing director of the Austrian National 
Bank, at a social meeting yesterday, informed me confidentially,. 
that a grave problem has recently arisen in connection with 
Austrian securities which were ca.ptured by the Russians in 194.5. 
Those securities are now apparently being offered for sale in 
Switzerland and other places. The sums of money involved are 
considerable, and the National Bank is in a dilemma regarding 
the action it should take to discourage bona fide purchases of 
these stolen securities. Obviously, repudiation of Austrian 
obligations purchased legally outside of Austria could well re­
sult in impairing Austria's credit standing. 

The securities involved are of many kinds, mostly Austrian 
government bonds, but also stocks of Alpine Montan and obligations 
(or stocks) of such firms as NEHAG and TIltJAG. The last-mentioned 
firm (the Tyrolean water pOHer company) is the one instance·which 
specifically came to the attention of the National Bank, through 
an inquiry by a Swiss bank which had been offered $1,000,000 
worth of securities of this firm. The Soviets ca.ptured securitie s 
both in the Vienna National Bank and in Berlin. A check with 
British intelligence (which appears, rather romantically, to have 
flown certain lists from the Russian zone of Germany to London, 
and back) reveals that the Tn,IAG securities recently offered for 
sale in Switzerland ca..-ne from both Vienna and Berlin. From this 
fact, the National Bank concludes that the offering of the TIWAG 
securities is probab~v not an isolated instance, but the incep­
tion of a planned program to dispose of Austrian securities in 
general. 

The situation is rendered somewhat more complicated by the 
fact that in many of the cases, no complete records exist by 
which original ownership can be traced. The National Bank, 
according to Mr. Prack, has considered some time ago whether all 
Austrian securities which might have come into Russian hands 
should not be surllmarily called up for replacement by new certi­

ficates. 
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fice.tes. , however, may involve the government in an open 
conflict with the Russians over the question of whether the 
certificates in question constitute "Germc..n assetsll, a conflict 
wbich the goverrunent had hoped to avoid. On the other hand, to 
C8.st doubt publicly on the validity of large amounts of out­

Austrian securities, would also have a deleterious 
effect on Austria's credit standing. 

It is due to considerations of this latter sort that ];'1'. 

Prack a.sked me to treat the matter very confidentially, in order 
that public discussion of the Austrian Nationa,l Bank's predicament 
may not take place prematurely. He is very willing - in fact, 
eager - to cliscl!sS the matter with an officer of the Legation, 
and can give further detailed inforrr:ation about the manner in 
',Thich the accumulation of securities eventuated. It appears, for 
ir,stance, that some of the securities had been deposited with the 
j\J;::ti.onal D;;,nk in of interest payfJ£nts to creditors outside 
of Austria, during the war. The sums involved are ver~r consider­
able, and the consternation in the National Bank accordingly is 
also of major proportions. 

'.~U/l.;,\',l'll eo 
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Pale~tine has 

October 

The Honorable Jame.s F. Byrnes 
Secretary of State 
D~,partment of State 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

The Jewish Agenc, for 
,submi tted to you a memorandum dated 
September 20, 1945, regarding the reparations FA.-'~' 
due to the Jewish people ~rom Germany and her UIVISIOILOf flNANGlALAfFAIRS 
allies. The two undersigned o'rganizations, fN ;U/Yl\f1_Rk- If-/s-q.;:­
the World Jewish Congress t'L'nd the American 
Jewish Conference, have had under consideration NOV 7 1945 
the, problems dealt with ·in. that memorandum. 'r,' 

,p ~~., t·" \l~r.A~,,~ U I/.-<J.......' \They i h t i the i r wh 0 1e-hea,red suppor t oU/.J.U.-" "o-'J·' .;:1\t.v. -.p;~w sO g ve t 
to the claims of the Jewish Agency with ,re-, DEFARTME!'IT OF STATE 
gard to reparations for the Jewish peovle as 
a whole, without prejudice to claims for res­
t i tu tion and indemnifics, tion by indiv ldual Jews 
and Jewish communities. • 

The undersigned organizations, repre­
sentative of the great majority of the JewB o·f, 
the world, wish to point out that the settlement 
in Palestine o,f the surviving,Jewish victims of 
Nazi persecution and the use of r~parations for o·that purpose are imperat1ve for postwar Jewish 

Ire hab ili ta t ion. ' 
N 
(J)The Jewish Agency, by reason of its 
~status and experience, is clearly indicated as 
01the body to be charged with this responsibillt~. 

Accordingly, we submft that the portion ,of re. 
parations to be designated for Jewish resettle­
ment andreconstruc t'ion in Palestine shoiild' be 
entrusted to the Jewish Agency. 

Similar letters are being submitted to 
the British Government and to the Governments 
of U.s.s.l. and Jrance~ 

.::'~>-.-

, ~ DOB Pre s id~'W:o.l'-l:d-J , j S Congre s B 
~ (..s-t·ephen S. Wise) ." n(l,':, 

/ ~ " 

Chairman, E~ive Committee 
American Jewish Conference 

(Louis Lipsky) 
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.lfl,'dear llabbl W;1.eean4Kr.. 1.i~p.t:iY: . 

. . I~:ur+e,~t.)rt ~f; ·t)e~~".~r~_~;,,194J·'ha8been re.eelv.e4 • 
.:t,1r~8;jD~t.4 tha;~·the:l~~~dl.~.h· a_yr.e,as $n4' ·,tb;e 
:~"r~fIUll.n.8h· :q,eat·,:r,-rtt. _1ifP~n·1r.••.C)ldJDs .0:1; th. 
{.~ ..~;J.gf).Jl~/' •• ;8.tto~ln 1"t.,*"r:~4_: Qt 
Sept.•,ber·20. "w~.th 'r8ga~, tore~ra'tlQluJfoz- thJ 'Jewlsh 
pe<:?ple 'e;s,a ·~~eaJ14· w1~l'»u~ pr.1ll41~·e' ~., 018.1:1118 tor'*••~.~~)ltlcm8l\4 'lndenm1fl,oatlo.J1 'b, 'In(l1''~4u18. and
eo_unities.. .'., "' .. '.' ,... . 

1 

) " 
o 
I 

,,1l,87Qll ;:,~~"M4o\1btea.t~ ~ware. th$ ,UnltedS.rta:teS f\} 
G~:ve~~fI:~l .,~:.~:;~.:t· '-.n.8 po.fJi'tl,qnto ,'_ u,n~late~ m 
~~,~q~>'~~:<~l,·'·'m~~t~r.~.w"l:e .qu,e;8t~o~ .•t.theall.oa~ ~ 

~1~"~:' .,~~re8 ,ot.J-.pa,ra~~ort:·f:",m· ..1ilJ.e.... weete,rn z9.n.~.. Gt '01 
.. (J. •.~.JiJ;. ,~Ct;W"·.tJ1g'41e,.1l1••4.,~.n. ,1!:Jl'~r"$tl~"'l. e~)Jl­t.r.__ ~~b..-b.,at:A~Il,Par1.':9"i ,._.,~p.:t.Il;.t 't~8 . , 
.~~~. 'Whe:~~r "~~leld;8h ,V;'totl1D8 :.t.at~ pe:rrs,Q.Ollt~oD", 
,a.'~f)h. ,~·t.o 1!"eo,t,,-. a,s~~e f),f:,GerDul~.~ ;r,p,s.r~t~on, () 

.' :/j'<ar1.~. :1:1':' $Ci.t ' :bow, 'tiD'\t_h.. .~Il,.wh,a't"~Q~~and' ;~~o,U,gli ·wh1~h,m,(fj;Q, are q,ut.!~l,one ·w~~hW:tllJsa.tr. 'tj.be"41;ef)tded by. 

.-....... e,greEi.ent 

I~, , 
, ". '-,{ 

.)f':~ '''~ 
-'J.¥' " ~""" 

http:w~~hW:tllJsa.tr
http:t.theall.oa
http:lndenm1fl,oatlo.J1
http:J.gf).Jl
http:r~fIUll.n.8h
http:re.eelv.e4


acn...~~ .•0__.' gove1'"lU8enta rep""fttedat .'"­
o,~nt."no.. .X 1Il1ght" .t8.t,~,hQwe.e;r p, that tQ.n1.6J,ter 


..A,NCt... ' ......• '.+.~:!.'.. Am ~ ... '. : .•.. ..... a~.l.ve on.'.... .•.
...' .......•..1'1.;cs:.aJl .•. 1'8Pl".e••llt ... ' ';.he.Al1.'I.e.4. R.e.J)$.ra­
tl....'Jommi.at,on, b..a been 1ntol."llea ot ·tlleV1ewa 

o.'Il'.....ln.'~nth.l';tt.r ot the ienab 48eno, 01te4 
. II:bov.~ . . .. 

81neerel1,ours, '. 

For thft ••cre~ 'of ,ta.t8: 

",.111" .~. all'b~n 
AO'1D11l1~.o~or 

Offlc·. 01: ~onC)mlo'eourltl ~O~07 

. ( 

.) 

,., , 
, t.., 

.~: 
FN :.AMRo senson/rk 11/15/45 
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AlIffERICAN JEWIa'iI ·GGNElERENCE 
521 Fifth Avenue' 
New York l7~ N.Y. 

Honorable James F. Byrnes 
Secretary of State 
Department of Stste 
;Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

WORLD JEWISH'~~~ 
1854 Broad~·. -. 
New Y'ork;' N.Y. 

October l4~ 1946 

Since 1955~ a large number of Jews. have come to this country to 
escape racial and religious persecution. Most of them either are not yet 
citizens of the United States or ;were naturali:zed after having been despoiled 
of their properties by the Nazis and their accomplices. The United States . 
Government':" the only government to :which they might conceivably address 
th~selvesatpresent -would not ordinarily protect their interests on th.e 
grounds that; as a I'Ule~ it may intercede only on behalf of American) 
citizans; and only in cases where property losses occurred during the 
period of their citi'zenship. 

'We resp.ectf'ully request that the abo,re. mantioned refugees noW re­

.~.
ej') 
1\) 
• 

, , 

~ 
-:l 

aid~ re 
to 

Hen~~~tfull ',:~~~~~-~-~-v-~~-r----~--~~ 
Interim Ci::munittee ~.~ 

'enclosures 

. , 
",,\: ....,:" .... 

American J'eIDsh Conf'erence ~orld Jewish Congress. ~ ....t. 
...... 

'" ,£/.})L; ,','
'fir/t,,',": .~. YJ .. 

/lJJ~".~ .' 
. ,", 

"~ , -.', . 

.~ 

""'C: 
~. 
.~ 

.~ . 

siding in the United States; in matters pertaining to property ,losses 

suffered in Europe~ be granted the same status and afforded the same diplomatic 
 rn 
protection as citi:zens of the United States who attained their citizenship ~ 
prior to acquiring property situated abroad or incurring .property losses .......... 
abroad for which' they. claim redress. .... -

\i 0 

'We feel that such· action on the nart of our Government would be I 


entirely just and logical in view of the- special status of these persons· . " 

and the polIcies pursued'by the United States tOYrard vict:i.ms of racial and 
 ~" 
'religious persecution. It -:would; in addition~ be ent~rely consistent';I:With ~ 

the interests of the United States, by providing economic assistance t~] Ci) 

sUrvivors now permanently settled in the"United States. 
:, . 

. To clarify the basis of our request, there i~' att~ched an 
on the subject. 

I 

~ 
I 

II 
r 
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AIDE-MmOIRE4. _ I 

Hon. James F. Byrnes 

I. Persecuteesliving in the United Stat~s 

Since 1935;' the United States has admitted a large number of persons 

who were forced to leave their countries because the,ywere subject to racial 

and religious persecution by the Germans or by their rom governments. :Most of' 

these persons have nOiW acquired American citi~enship. Almost all others expect 

to be naturali-zed in the near future. A large number of the,se immigrants 

personally served in; or gave their sons and daughters to;' the armed forces~ or 

otherwise contributed to the victory of our country. Most of'these persons~] 'Who 

were formerly citi~ens or residents of Austria; Bulgaria;; C'Zechoslovakia; Germany ~ 

Hungary, Poland; Rumania or other countries~ had been deprived of all their 

property~' rights and interests in these countries in ,8. 'WSY contrary to all 

accepted standards of civilized behavior. 

There are~ in addition; parallel cases of Americanciti'zens who~ as 

a result of the annihilation of the largest portions of Jewish commun:i.ties in 

German-dominated Europe; became the sale survivors, of entire families in these 

regions and have thus become the legitimate heirs to properties located there. 

II. Present rights of these persecutees 

In most countries 'Which ,mere at a.r.rsr time under Na'Zi domination, the 

governments established after liberation issued some :form of legislation dedgned 

to bring relief to those 'Who were despoiled under the Axis regime or suffered 

;war damages. These governments have shawn very little concern for American heirs 

of their former nationals or for their former citbletls and residents now domidled 

abroa.d. For instance~ Article 54 of the Rumanian law of, July 50; 1945 excludes 

trom the app1icationof the remedies provided therein all persons who were abroa.d 

at the time of spoliation. Iugoslovil grants restitution only to persons returning 

to the cOlmtrywith the intention of' residing there permanently. Bulgaria issued. 
. , 

1 
\I-------~-..,-r;; 
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" 

a la.w in March 1945; acccrding to' ~hich persens whO' de net return to' Bulgaria 

before March 1;' 1946 lose their citi:zenship; and their property is liquidated. 

In addition; there are the usual difficulties encounter~ by foreigners and 

absent persons in such matters, one ef these being a customary provision that 

compensation fer war damages, is generally granted only to citizens. 

It is submitted that the disabilities cf these persecutees are due~ at 


least in pe.rt;" to' the fact that the governments of their new residence er citi1!ien­


ship (e.g.~ the Uni~d States) ,do not intervene on their behalf. 


III. 	Present rules concerning diplomatic support cf claims against foreign governments 


According ,to the rules established in "?he RApplication for the support 


I 
\ 

of claims against foreign governments";' Octqber 1;' 1924; the Government of the I 
I I 

United S~ates nermally intercedes through diplomatic channels only on behalf of 
I I 
!: IAmerican citi1'5erlsand only nen the 106s, accrued after they became, Ameri cans. 
, !'I 

i 

These rules are at ~resent interpreted as excluding all non-ci~iz~s and these , i 
: ,I 

Americans whO' suffered lcss before naturaliVlation' or acquired claims by succession, 
j. 

or cn similar title. I' 
! ' 

IV. Diploma.tic protection for claims of resident persecutees 

It is submitted that the prOvisions 0'1' the aferementioned rules should 


net exclude the application ef diplomatic protection to resident persecutees for 


the foll~ng reasons: 

i' 
" 
I. 

1. Legal basis ef protectio:q. 	 I,

i: 
I, 

The grant of diplomatic protection by a state is the conseg1.lence 
" 

, to IJ1\.I vJ,.. t/.;, !)'lilctJi"t':e,!1'i9 
and expressien ef its right to require redress for ,wrong done by, a foreign govern­

/) 

mente It is commonly accepted that a state may require redress 'When there is a 

violation of its 0Ml interests or those of any person \Whc~ at, the time of violation; 

-;was a citi:zen of that country. The wrong done thus constitutes the basis for a 
f; 

claim :which is pursued by the Government and in case of private claim; we speak I· 
I: 

.. ef diplomatic protec:f;i<m granted to the 'Wronged person. It must~ however; be I 
I' 
,'. 
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// con.id~ that thi.S i. on1;r the usual. eonstructicm of th.. principle involved and 
/ 

only;when ordinary conditions prevail, but by no means the sole instance when 

intervention is wa.rranted~ according to internationa:!. law~ 

In many cases~ where persecutees are involved;; the request for protection 
--= 

does not involve. a claim against the government of the country- where the dis­
. . 

possessed property is located. This is especia1l:y true of all cases where the 

existing legislation grants ·the rightful o:wner or his heirs the right to restitution 

or compensation. Residents and citizens of the United States~ in such instance; 
. ~ " 

accordingly invoke the assistance of the United State~ Government only to secure 
------:.....,-~..,,.,..... ~... - ........~...~~~.-.,--,,..~.. ,\~-'" .........,..~....·'··-··"~'·"'f~"-"'-""~~"""""-'-"''''~'''·'''' 


the proper applicati0!:1....~.;t;~~!.~!~:ti.~9.!1.and practice to their case ~nsofar as their 
r_~._"~~..··~···-.,-..~--·' "...,.... ', .~ ........~~ .•-,,,."~' . . 


residence in the United States makes this nec~ssa.ry.This involves cases of 

di.scrimination because of present cit1'zenship or residence; or requests .for 
••' ~•• _ •• "_"_'_""~ ~_~."",._" ,",#"""",, "~ ~ ..... ' ...... '" .... ' .. , ...... ,_.' ,~.."---'_'_''''~'''' ,"'" ,'~", ... ~ ",',> .~-.,.,,~ ••~ •• " •.",~,.," ....,,~ ", "~ ........,,... "'~J ...,.~.,..,..........~__............"..,..,...."'" '"' "'"' .• ,"'" . 


di1'ferent treatment ma.de necessa.ry by permanent absence from their former homeland. 

In all such cases. the aforement:loned rules can obviously be no bar to according 

assistance through diplomatic channels since these ca~49s do not represent "claims li 

in the technical sense of the term;' but requests for assistance which every 

government ~a.nts its ·citi'zens. 

But BVen in cB;ses mere the request for assiatancemay have the appearance 

of e demand for intercession in a tfclaimlt, these demands are tully warranted by 

the· special status of the persecutees as stated below'! 

2. International acts relating to the protection of PElrsecutees 

The Government of the United states ~as elea.rly indicated in a 

number of instances that it aims to.. protect the rights and interests of persons~. . . 

other than those covered by the aforementioned rules, who have suffered damage 

because of their race and religion: 

a. Inter-Allied Declaration qf J a:qu8I7 5; 194t. This Declaration" to :which 

the United states is a party; stipUlates ~at the signatories' "intend to do their 
.. 
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/' utmost to defeat the methods ot dispOssession practiced by the goverrunent. with 
• 

which they are at 'War against the countries and peoples mo have been so wantonly 

assaulted and despo1led ft 
• 'Persons offered redress by the Declaration are those 

tfresident . msuch territories tf and omers of nproperty; rights and interests 'Wh:J.ch . 

are or have been situated in the' territories Which have come under the occupation 
. . 

or control; direct o~ indirect; of the governments ·wii:;h;which they are atwar". 

There are no stipulations, stated or implied, as to citi'Zenship. Although the 

Declaration is phrased in general terms; it has been generally construed to represent 

a formal commitment not to reco~ize the acts of dispossession mentioned therein. 

The United States Government has referred to this Declaration in all cases ~ere 

the question of such dispossnssionwas involved, especiallJ7' in the case of pro­

perties sei:sed by Germany- and Austria and subsequently cltdmed by the Russian 

Government as German ·assets.The character of the Declaration is even more clearly 

defined in the draft-treaties 'with the former enemies (see; for instance; Art. LXV(I)' 

of the draf't-trea.ty :with Italy) :which impose on these states the acceptance of 

the United Nations Declaration of January 5; 1943 and; as a consequence thereot; 

the obligation "to return properties from United Nations territories". 
~ 

b) Amistice Conventions. These Conv,entions; signed by the victorious 

Allies 'with the former satellite nations of Germa.n;y (Bulgaria; Ru.'rnania;' Hungary; 

Finland, Italy) ~ provide explicitly for the "repeal of all discrimi,nato'I"Y legislation 

and disabilities arising' therefrom" (Art. V of the 'Hungarian Armistice;' Par. 6 

of the Rumanian trea.ty:~ Art. V of the Bulgarian convention). The ArmisMce 

Agreement with ItalY signed on Septemb-er 5; 1943; conta.ins the same provision. 

Spoliation of· the victims of persecution was the result of their inferior 

legal status. created by; and one of the disabilities arising from, the discriminatcr.ry 

legislation to be repea:led. Therefore; its repeal must entail reparation of the 

. . 

I ' ,I, . 

., 
I I, 

I : 
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losses suffered under this legislation. . It issubmj.tted that the provisions of 

these convention,s are designed to bring relief to all present and former'-citi-z,cms 

and residents of these areas; including those now in the United States. 

c) ~he pot§da.m Agreement and related arrangements. The Potsdam Agreement 

stipulates that Ball Na'Zi 1a'WSwhich•• ~ •estab1ished discrimination on grounds of 

race; creed or political o¢..nion shall b'e abolished. No such discrimination ,
.' I 

mether legal, administrative or otherwise shall be tolerated". The same pro­

vision is contained in Paragraph 43 of the Arrangements for Control of Germany 

by Allied Representatives; September 20r 1945; as 'Well as in other pertinent 

l-egis1ative acts. An identical provision :was also inserted in Sect1.on 5 of 

Decree No.1 of the American Military Government in Austria. 

The Directiv9s to the Commanders-in-Chiet; tJ .. S. Forces of Occtlpation 

regarding the Military Go"'?'ernment in Austria and Germany contain in Paragraphs 55 

'(b) and 48 (~)(2r~ respectively, the.provision that: "•••propertywhich.has been 

the subject of transfer under duress or :wrong:f"ul acts ot confiscation, disposition 

or spo1iItion~mether pursuant to legislation or by procedures purporting, to follow 
. . 

forms of law or otherwise shall be impounded or b10,eked" and "restored as promptly 

as possibie". The same rule is .contained in Law No. 52 of the American Military 

Government in Germany-. 

It is noteworthy that no distinction is made here as tomether the owner 

is an American citi:sen or foreigner or whether he acquired these assets in his 

'quality as American orotherw1se. 

d) the Agreement of the Big Fottr P~wer.s for the prosecution and ,punishment 

of the major :war criminals of the EuroAAan AXis. Article 6 (e) of the 

Charter of the International Military Tribunal 'extended the jurisdi?tion.. of the 

Tri~unal to large categories of acts inc1udingpersecutlons on political; racial 

and relIgIo:us grounds; committed by the arraigned persons~ as individueJ.s or repre­

.. 
sentatives of certaIn public law organhations "against arr:T civilian popu1aticrri;' 

332976 
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hef'ore or during the 'War". Thus; responsibility f'or acts committed by governmental 

bodies or individuals against their own citi'zens or co-nationals is clearly placed 

in the sphere and under the sanctions of' international law and concern. 

5. ImPortance of the af'oreclted acts for the protection of' persecutees. 

It is submitted that all the af'orementioned acts constitute an integral part of 

current international law, in the light of which the rules of October 1; 1924 

have to be reinterpreted. These acts grant the Government of' the United States 

the right of' intervention in order that the declarations made by it and the Allies 

be carried out so that the' despoiled persons be compensated f'or thej.r stolen pro­

perties. This purpose can be accomplished if: 

al ';('he Department of' State advises the appropriate foreign governments; 

as 'well as its o:wn diplomatiC and military authorities in the pountries concerned~ 

that it expects the fUlf'illment of the obligation incumbent on these governments, 

to restore to persecutees properties still in exi stence; to compensate for destroyed 

or consumed properties;' and to refrain from expropriating such properties 1rlthout 

adequate compensation. 

b) The Department of State makes clear that it :will protect, by diplomatic 
I 

means~ the interests of all United States residents belonging to the category of' il 
"I 

racj.a1 or religious persecutees in matters involving their properties or assets 

abroad or in their claims for restitution and compensation against the governments 

or citi'zens of' their. former country, regardless of' whether the right to the claim 

arose before or after the person concerned m~ have become an American citizen, 

:whether the claim was orj.ginally his or accrued to him by successj.on and similar 

transaction, and whether he is an American citi-zan or a bona fide resident. 

If' such a line of action will be pursued by the Department of'State; it 

:will also undoubtedly induce other governments to follow this eXl'lJJlple and thus 

bring about the fUlf'illment of' solemn promises made by the victorious Allies. 

. . 

http:successj.on


j/
/1 


j/ 
, jf'if:,;1..~~.t...____ _ 

/'
/' 

",,,,,,/' 
- 7 ­.' /1'

.,/ " 

/f~OQperation between the Department of State and non-govel'lW'e:nt§l, agencies. 
/'" .' fi' . 

/" The question may be raised as towbether the Department of State has means to 

/ handle the many claims arising from the suggested policy. It is submitted that 

merely the proclamation of such a policy by the American Gov'ernment, by its effect 
. ' 

upon the governments concernad~ would very considerably reduce the number of cases 

requiring individua1 intervention. It is furth·er submitted that the preliminary 

:work of preparing and sifting the remaining individual claims, 1!hich represents 

the largest task~ could be done by non-profit organizations representing the 

persons concerned. These organi:zations~ alone or in cooperation with similar 

bodies in other Allied countri,es; could also aSsist the diplomatic and, consular 

representations of the United States in the tasks' involved. Furtherniore; such 

agencies could be induced to take over the presentation of individual claims on 

the spot, as ;well as :registration; administration and; if necessary; liquidation 
I 

of recovered assets. I 
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. Gen tleirien: 
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, ,·Septem'ber.4, 1946 , 

• 1 

. ..'" 

Report of Damage s caused by 
the Naz1-;Regi·m.e in Germany 
and qlaima·ofReparation. 

'we .take, the liberty to appr9ach,t.he· State Department in 
the foll,ow·ing .ma,t ter and should be v.ery: :t1?f!l:t:l,k:ful .. If some he1-p 
could be givenus ,by answering a spec ial queatlion and prmfiding 
us wi,th, the essent.im.·mteri.al as..::foll:oWs: 

. . '.9ur,' .CongrE:jgationoften ia fac~d with the question whether,,' 
Jewish FOUndatl,pris,Associatlons, Congr~gatiot:l.s . and Communities" 
ar'e" entttledtociaimariy reparation' 9fdamage a caused by the 
NazB~RegiJm ,. for ins.tsnceby confiscation. or It sel-ling under 
p.ressurelt,oreo~herWlse and wetbBrfor~.r mem~ers of' the Boards 
of DIrectors. of s.ur.cb Corporationa"now l1v1ng In U,S.A.areen­
.. ti~led to br.ing forthauch' claimS ~ .. ,

" . . . " . - . 

. AIl·material availabie to us d;oosnQt answer these 'questions. 
Wacouid notmascerta1p.as ye.t, whetQ8,r, suchcorporatix.~;cla1ms· 

/ and a,resp3 c tlve pr.ocedure are. p.ro:Vld:ed b.y any laws, rule s or 
regulations' ,valid. at present. . 

As far as we learned there are three'kinds of questlonaires 
o~ebinstructions, issued by ,the StateDep~rtment. conc~rn~ng thos~ 
damages andr.eparat1ons,namly: . 

a) Bank-Deposits 
b) Recovery of ,Property lost 'd~ing Naz1lt":,,Regi~e 
c ) Estates. . '. . 

. We should appreciate .it very much if the. ,State Department 
kindly would provide us :with those t,hree questionaires or 
instructions and if we could be 1nform,ed about t~e special 
que.stlons men tione'd above. 

We ,thank ,youyery ~ch in advance for your kind cooperation,
and-remain, 

. vary'·respectfully. yours 

. C ONGREGATI·ON· HABONIM 

. bey:' . 

. . sign. :Dr~Rudolf' Geiger. 

,.. 

} 

1 
I' 

http:notmascerta1p.as
http:appr9ach,t.he


~, 

r 

, . 
NOV 

..,:', 
" j,,:,"" 
"""'k\'jo~..... ~ 

t 
! 
; 
I 

! 

i 
I 
j, 

t 
, , 

II 
I 

' 
S1i1eere171Pure. 

" , 

l\Iydeal' '.:~'~Gefcerl 
',,' . 

;--'" . 

'j 

,II. P.Shailer 

A881stSnt to' tlae' 


L8gai Adviser 
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"I 

Dr. Rudoli"Ga1ger, . 
A8,818~ S~tarr, CoilgreeatloD labGJi1iI,

,'" 20~tWast SeWDt;Y":McoBd Street, 
lew lork 23,' lew York. ' 
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CONF'IDENTI1i.L TOT 

PRIORITY 

Page 2 

OillGUS Be:rtlil'l Germany agd Keating 

co 1318 19 August 19J+7 

containin.g no n&me6 Or'· addl~ess£is ~ Netherla,nds rep:re::.mlltat1:'I.refl 
he~.re been requestet\ to f:tl') SGpal'a.te clai~ covtJringdiarnondri 
listed on GrlginaJ. claim and not :identified tina to attempt 

. to f1.l.rnish Mdition.aJ. identifying da.ta-a.s to these 0 or course 

'Yie i-;.:r.l1 tlll-ce no act! an as' to the 6000 . lra.~a;ts ot:' diamonds· 

unless G.nd until they arc satisfa.ctol"'11y identified" 


!}, Dutch G.re s.:t-re.re of' e;~tent of id'~nt;1.fication and are 
Gll.:cLous ro!' earliest.possible restitution of those 17,096 . 
kaz'at.s of diamonds all.~ea,dy j.denti:ried~ Lar~a scale celebration. 
plann~d in Holland on 31 August.., bl1"thde.y. of Queen :Will1elmina 
and .Dutch believe that arl"iva.l of diamonds in Hollan.d at about 
th~,t time undc;r US escort would· be ge.la event i-l.l1o. highly ptlb= 
liclzed., }!e shall. attlempt to cOlllply'tflth Dutch request and 

. expect to commence final tUl"nov~r 28 August " 

End 

.. ~)~,/
;Yt .. . 

AC«I1ION! CAD 

INFO ASW, CAD (Gen Dl"aper), ID.., P&O 

Clvl IN ~l~46 (20 Aug j~7) .. DTG 191645Z mec 

28 

CO,pvNO.. 
THE MAKiNG OF AN· EXACT COpy OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 

.' ~ . .' 

APFECT!NG'"::;·: 
UNITEl> . 

. , ' ... 
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':u.:r·~nT~An withle.tter, 'subject; 
, FrankrUr.t, Re1chs­

you are hereby autHorized 
pfNew: ,York the currency 
A 'am-'rihnsi Ett:tng of Th S • 

........,..a,... ,,"", U. s. dollars 165.57 in 
,0 ri.niotultt,c)'U.·S.d6l!ars 

~.he>;·t,\'T~lrJ~f.1e' Annex A ea:ch·~:bear my .-original 

.~' , 

", .( 

" 

3. Th~ autho~:ity"'i6~')this release is based on cable TN-90078 
from AGWARfrom JCs't6tJ&7ETfor:McNarney, dated 20 January 1947, 
and cableWX-:-S1768 'frail Department of the Army from CSC.I\D to OMGUS, 
dated 2; Deeent>er 194$~ 

. \ 

" , , 

332984 
R IfC' n>:"'-'1'TU",1f!J'I . ~ L-4"., " ,iii ~', ' . . , ~~ 

Jack Bennett 
JACK BRETT 

1 Incl: Annex A, Finance AdVis.er to 
Tel: BERLIN 43797 The 'Military GoVernor 
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Un,!J~ed t;t~1!,t;~~ Misston, l~ud~pest, Hung:ary 
~lo. ' ? Novet.!her 14. 1,945 

rt!G~,;~L! I11 f:P .. 

O~equ1rec by De:p1.irtme-nt· s ciroular 

.1nstruotlonSeptetit.ber 28, 1944, 

V88 No. 848 {File 124.06] 


, , 

Frepnred by L. L. l:~clter-I:{a,cz. li;Conomlc Advleer 

'f'he pl"egent repoy't covers recent fOl'algn exchllnge (~,evelop-
::~Nltfl 1n Hung~).ry. F'uture Q.fnr~l()pments ~1i'111 heoov~ret1, in th.e 
monttlly ,f'lnanc1,al raport. 

Ii'ol:'eign exchange has become Incren,slngly the prefer'red 
medium of payment 1n Hungary HS Hung,l;1.:rlan c.urrency hlc:.S cj,etar1­
or,ated...1:';ven before the WiaT the public, having lit.tle conf1­
dence in. 1 tR currenoy, regull3.rly kept ~ubstnnt 1al port lon~; i:;lf ~ 
Itr:. 1 LzuV! .!.,seetr; 1n for~ign e;xch.~mge, governn~ent d6Cr"f:t~H~ to ~ 
the contrary not,,)'! tllstano.1ng.. 1'lH! Pl"filctlce r~celve£1, an LllpE';tus' 
'by the ~13,tt\er1ng of' war c1011(1 fI, ~.'..nr. cont 1,mH~d throughout the v­
perlo~ of hostillt1es. \ 

l"ormerly the mO$t cnrllfPonly use(l fpf<f;lgo ourrencies !'>'ere th~ 
lN~ frrJ.nc BOt) tho mOJ."e f<;,ml11.~~r }~:u:r·o!)aa.n voId coins, 11ot,ably 

the f/'rench 1'~HT-iolf:on.Fif:;lhthle lnformi:;>,tlon on tbe 81:te of t!l€."~e 
pr':i vf'!.te holdln€s 1111 not !.wf.!.ila.hle. 'Foe t~ueF.;t~ori lrl I'l.ny HVqnt 
10 nartly of hlotorlcul slgnlrlcancA only, nineR l&r~e portions 
of the reserves have been ctlRsipnterl. 

In vle\o( of the pattern of '~~'H;ll'th (Hstributlon and investment 
l'1ftbttf! in Hun~:ary, it C.lm hH aS8U(;ill'ld t;1'lr.. thIlJ.f Dr more or Hun­
gary's :f,..rlvntely mwnd fort~lgn currenc lea r,;.~; the befl.lnnlrw tjj' 

tlH,} war \"{ere 1.n the he.ntls of the C:::n,lntl'Y' e; t~OO ,000 Je'W"9. "T\ld~\-, 
lng by tllf!· d.ocllity with '.\1hlch theRe people ~mrrendered. their 
~)(~r8onBt.(l the Nazi ~~xf~cutlonerF. and the l'f:;I~.. dlness '~lth \1i'h1ch 
they tra~ed their private fortunes 1n blackmail transact1ons, . 
hopinG tlH~reby to escape pel'secut ion, 1t i8 rea.sonabl{;to assume 
tl'i.l::l.t most of' their fOI'algn eurr(mcy boldlnVE! 'Were surrende1"'etl 
in courpll!'tfice with ~)fflc1111 and uI?offlcil!l N~.:z,1 <1enH:lnds. Jel~iah 
RBsete Rurrendered 1n oaruDlluRce with official deoreee went into 
1;he cofffH'fO of the flnhl1clal instltutlons fj,nc. the Ntt.t1.onl~.l Fitl.n.k 
{;.;",;11 I"'ere !,u'bsequ~ntl.Y rem0ved to ;.~uetr1H. by the r~:y11(H3 g'oVel"nlij,cnt. 
:t!1J7. ~~yj.lfH~ government lfaG flCOO!5.1panied in lt9 flIght by the 0eI' ­
m~:n ilYf.:mt s and the Hunf,,~~~r1.~m6 more act lve 1n Nazi a,ffnJ.rB, \lrho 
r},Qu.btles ~~, tool;: w1th them the .J ewl sh ~.1!6etE ~,.tilassed. 'for the.!!' 
prlvat{~ Recount. HOiHwer, the robbing of Jews "fas so <,;,;lc1ely 
ya.rtlclpate~ 1n by tht~ Hungar1an populatlon thii.t ':~any of thoee 
benefiting flnanclftlly, und with thero their Jewish ~sBets. 
doubtlee~ retlls1ned 1n the country. 

Ny-i1a.s rf:!mov&ls from the country ~~~el""~ not confined. tc' <Jewt(~h 
pY"opertl!H1. In &ntlclr,fl.t1on of itt"? dep'}.rtu.re, th~ goverrur.ent tw,d 
9;lven detal1~~d inf.1tructlonf!. to the banks, cUrectlng them to box 
secu:t'lt lee: gnd f!8Aet s of vr,;r1nus sorte, ~~)rJ';pfu'fltory to r!.eli very 

to the 

http:dep'}.rtu.re
http:a,ffnJ.rB
http:Hung~).ry


! ,, 
I, ' 
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t . 
1, 
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totbe th\tlonal,lank.llke rapid approach of the nueelaft ~1E11 
, lnterrupted thiBp:rQgJ"U a.n<L man, ot'tbe boxes were left lwttb 

the banks lrlJ.foft1 whlch&0rved the oonvenleno.ot tbe Rll'Gslaf\ 
:l~Xltary authorltJ:~s wh~n theY' cue to, take oo8to(l,. ()fpubifc
eJld private banta,BleJs';: 

, . 
, ' ~e amountot PU'bl~<1lyland 'P~lvat'ely oWfuKl ~()ld" r'oretgn
oUM":enolea and otb.r foreip' fJxohAngeasaets ,r:emoved fromt'he 
country 1s not ,kWlO\fllarid perha.ps vl11lu,ver be knowlh(:)#l:l, ,1n­
ooaplet. intonatIon is nOwli...al1.ble, '.which 'ma7 'e~,oll"tnil1;y pe 
supplemented bran epainatlotl of the reoorda of lb. ~&tl~otul~ 
Bttnk and other HUBgarlano:rg.nl!a.t1:0~a reported, to be 1n 'be, 
custody of United. Stat'e. il'oreea, /metria. ' ' " 

, The NatlonalBank t ., fL.flUlt e reaov,ed to the wiu;;;tlrlolu.t.1:ea 
~,6656G1d bare welghlng28,?B8.? kg••• b1.11s of '.:xo~~~le, :~~~h 
G. '~otdnal .alue'()tl,i333 ,al111onp8,DgO"pldOO1~. ,tiI'l'l1 "ali.l.~­

grepte "eipt or 1,,060.4 ~I•• aDd aQ1!lantlty ,of.,arl~u8~;1l.$~~rs

of 'foreign ourreno'lee. The to:reign &;Surz-eno18. &rld lOla,' 'c(';:I'n&,

by cottntrles, ot orl,tn, are tabul$ted1Mlov;, " ", ,

" . \' . , 

'rb! "'.1i,'OMl!hIM"'!"grft1a,~mgSu.§!' 'ond;d;ist14; JJotg : 

, , . t't1m9!!!'! tr..OL~!An"~ll!l, t h!1'J.l.l1AI .Go:y~£n!lut·i.


______-'""....0.-___'._.....___• --....0_...______.....••..;..,___, • .. '."',."
- •.:-~~_ 
• ............... - ..... ,j~ 


"epuntl"t of foreign

G!lr,renete,s ' 
°1!~11D 

tl.:l'.A. • 1&9,696 r,iaglea 
Cnnada ' ',a:.,' , " • 520 

liat'lnAmerlc,A Dral!!:.M!11:l"e1810 20BOl:lv. 16.25 


&; Pes .. Arg.. ',,'8,' " ' 

1touth ' AfrLca -, 4- "le:l~allsv 1, ' 


, ", ",." \' ,','.. 

J~at:l:n "Ple.,loa lO~$••~so '11.2' 

1il:"eatlb.d.tsl)ft ,~ 

­ So~e1~fl"lOO4e; .. 
i~()'llM1d ,.' , Dutch Fl. Put:oh I'l.. '218'~'6 

S~e4eJl Iw.. Ol"O,wn 
 20C.-ow 4.25 

·20 Crown ,6.5 

l)enmai'k Dulah Cr.

;Ni)riaT, Nor. Ol"<.)VD 

200rob"f\ ,16, 
F.1tt'land, - , - 20 Finn. t~' 11

gO l( ,,' , a.06Gf!tl"man.Y 

1Q '"4,1'0 


611( 41 
aWlt1t.erland $".".. 288,93,(5 20 '.rr. 631,60'

Fr:ance 1fr.Fr. 1,936 1.0 "t'. 28121 


I; 'Jfr. 6$1.tl> 
Italy LIt,. 791 '201:.1t15'. -' ~.­

;;~1:n 20 'Pesos 42'~25'" 

iro;'r'tug,al Ducat 1. ' 

Auptrla 20 ReP. Cr. ·33, 


26ecm...1998 

CzechoslovakIa t;o. '17,6 l)a.,a~ , 9~ 


'., ,:-~:'5iavakl_ Grown, 2~,263 -, 
I

Croatia " XURe' :-~·.020-,.~O '" ... ~. ,-,,":.'-lU:go,.tav1& nt"fir ' 10,947 i.~O ,20 Dl1\~ :.'0128 
~hl~la" , Leu 20.'13, ';;~182' -
Bulgarta , 5,555 - :,<" ':,' .":'t.1I"'. 
~rkey , I.tclt! 1 htqu ,4523.7$: '~2'i~4991 ' 
U" $:" ill. H.,. ..-.,' .... 'flmp lO:'S.2 , '."~6716 

,,5RUbi. 32'16/ 14/0311
1tglpt 'mg.- 2 tI'lg ~ ",' 19'( ", ::1~6 

. 4, i~ , ...?~lafltlne • Pal._ -./ 
/. 

. .'\. 


Oi1'lercQuntr188 .... 35'91,.6 ' 

Hungary 20 ,Crown 6389 
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The "111&& removed also ~look.d deposits held by, but' Dot 
oompr1sing the assets tit the National Bank. These 1Aolud.ed .. 
30.~ kgs. ot go141nba:rs" 62.4 'kgs. In ~14 oolna, 80,000 . 
Amerlcan.~()11ar8, 7,200 Oanadlall clolla:ra, .JUl 232,349, 3~,804',OOO 
Or()t'lan Kuna,8,386;OOO YugoslavlandlnBrs andG,002,OOO Ru­
manian lel. TheNatlonalDankadvls8s that lthaa ,DO lnformation 
about the assets o1~e Ouh Otfloeot.Pol'eilgn Ore4~t6·whlch· 
were 108t. .ThIs organizatlon. a;dmlnistere4Hungaf7"s forellVI·. 
exchange regulatioftsduringthe war andIlUtedlate pre-lIiar·:per'1od. 
Simllarl" 1t has nodetal1e41ntormatlonabout the oontents of 
&OJ"e than a hundJ"e4pe.oklng cAs.eleft 1n'1t8 cu8t~47 b7 v8r~ous 
l11atcltufi'lons.Flve or these were known to contain about 14&k.gs.
of ·gold. . .. 

A eubatutl&l part of' the.':toreignexohange Assets he+d J:)1

the populatlon not atteotedb7 Nazi perseoutlon vas loet .dUring 

the 11ber,atlon period•. We1l-tQ-<lo Jt1:llllarlaa8habltual11hel~' 

thelr v~uable8 lnbank.8, either ln private 8atetl deposit ,'boxes 

or ,in parcels atore4 .1n tbe baDlte t Vaults. fhe conteD.ts ~f" 

these vaults and safet, depoe!t boxeenot removed 'brthe Nl~.l:as 

were taken lnto cuatodJalmost -without e'xoeptlon b1·al1'ss.1~ .... 

military authorities.. Some ot. these assets were appare~,t';l1 . 

uead w.1thin flungaryforeucbpurposesas the puroha8e: o,#,'re&l 

:estate, but the larger part appears to. have been ~emoved from 

~he oountry. . 


rhoae Huag$l"lUs whohlcl thelr valttablesln alld abqut ~helr 
homes .frequently. los' them to private raiding paJ"ties; llot:tlIO' 
muoh 'beoause Hungarians lacked skill in hidIng thelrvalu&bles, 
but rather because RIllJslan troops, sometimes Assl.sted b110081 
informers, sbowedgreater talent Inunoo"'erlng thelr hidlaS' 
places~ Tin cans burled under trees 1n baok.,ards enJo1~dnQ 
more security than paokages n1dundel"floor 'boards or bebln'd . 
11ght a.itches. It 1& ma:lntalriedthatpractlce aoq.ulred In' . 
looat. lngbm.-ledmlnes f su·pplemertted by effeotS:ve use 0.1' dogs, 
I;locounto .for theRU.ss1an expertness in t-h1s f1eld~Row much or . 
the foreign 8XCharlge 108t in this m$.u\eJ* relilalned in Hung8J'!l 
through Bubsequent''tpadlng and by glfts to 1iiungaJ"tans l'e subJect 
t~ conjecture. Judglngbythe number of Btained pre-1933 dollar 
billS, gold dollar oertificates, blue seal Qollarsand. 8Qld_ 

. coIns appearlng 1~ umts length transaetlons, not all of tbes.e 
sesets we!'e loat to Hungal7'. . . 

}:'l.u.c.h ot the foreign cu.rreno, nowcl1"oula.tlng 1n Hung~1

has been .imported' sinoe liberlitioD. 'lbeAm.erloan dollar· and 

the gO.ld Napoleon appear to be quantlta1J1vely the most Important. 


The United Sta~tU' ,Army )filnanoe Otticer, the lnternatlona::l, 

RadOross (Joint DletrlbutlonOom.mlttee), off1c1al· Uit'1te4 St,ates 

personnel, vlalt'lng .erioane and Imports' from ne..ar-bt oountr'les 

are the prlnolpalsoul"ces tor 'l1nitedStates currenoy.,,,,EtUn,lted

States FInance Officer in Budapest acoounts tor about \$700,QQO . 

u. s. curren0l' impOrts: to Hung'i'n'. . this sumprovlded ..pa:J'. ,~or. 
the ml11taryand orrl:oi81. clvll:lanpersonnel ,tbe ot.llorenC'..f. ~rleeds 
of the United StatesMlss1on, the BUllS trMlsterredbl AJ:perlo'~ns 
to private Indlvldua1s resident In Hungary, either tbPoug1\;s.t~ste 
Departmentfacll1tlea or tbrough the oourtesy of Ar.Del"l.can~t;~loers, 
and the exohanges IIsCie for offioial vIsItors. AltboQgh.~ndl"ldual 
visitors are knownsometlmes to have8pen~ lAal1Uoh &811,0001'01" 
oameras and luxur)' items during a, week-end viait to Blidape· .. t'.,.
theIr number has not been large. Amore.~mpGr'an'ttac1;9l:'·~S 
be~n the lnno" of ,dollars resultlng rromthe· exportatlttllof 
cW3(Jras, :rtlra,. Jewel...,. and simIlar itemato Ita11 and~tb.er·~eBt­
ern countrles by Amerioan personnel aselgnedto Dudapee,t'. . .51n08 

http:conteD.ts
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llbera.tion t() dat.e the Joint 1)1atrlb11tlorl 0001tt&8' spellt ap­
proximately '1,600 000, 1'!hlch it 'brought 1n tJ"ofDRumaa~a and'( 	 Switzerland in U. '.currency, gold., $W188 currenoy and ~wlse 
drafts. Dlffereiltla1s'between 4011~ pr10es 1n Hungary al'4d 
nesrb1 countries whi'oh existed earller this yea:r st.1mtllat,dthe '. 
inflow of foreign exchange and gold, f.-om ,OzeohosloYakia, "R\lmi!l'lia 
aridYugoslav1a. However, 'Doinlormation 10 aval1ableab.aut the 
size of that flow, the,direotion ofwhloh has been revGll'sed . 
more recentll ~ British QUITSIlClftS8 pl&fed no role 1n, re,ceDt 
Hungarian foreign exohange developments. Off10ial 81'1tl,l!Ihper­
80nnel dJ:'taws all of its ourrenoy requirements'1n pengo from :the 
Hungarian government and does not use British currenoy. 

In vlew of the 1I&ft1 unknowns in the equa.lon, 1t 11i dlffl ­
cul t to est Imate w.lth any degree of' acc~raol the amOlult ,9t: 
fore19n currano,. nowolroulat~ng within Hungar,• W'eeQlt.!m~t:e It 
t~ be :between~4,OOO,OOO and $6,000.,000.• 'more than halt:.f; ~~loh 
\.A proba'bly' In U.S. currene,.. . While thIs amount 1ssmal~,:"l,t is 
v.er1 ,important trom the point of view of' the'. quant:ltyo·tm,e,~n:e 
9t']'llyment clroul$tlng within. the oountry. 1h1s 1s 1n4~loatG'g. 
'bl' ,the, taot that at Ollrrefttopen lIark,et e,~ohange rates, t~e: ~otal 
dollar valu~of the vaet amount of Hungarian currenol 1no,1r.cu­
1&t10n 1s laes than $3',000,000. . . ' 

i?lo,st of the' gold and foreign exchange within ':th.oou:nt;~ls 
1n .private .baftds. fha. flatlonal BiInk's holdings a8 of Nbv'embe'r 7, 
1945,. were 'as' tollows ~ , '.'" 

.Gola: 
. ,-:' 

aroken~ld 	 133.04209 kg. gross weight 
. . Raw Ingots . 354.128'0 It.. It . 

Refined ingots' 56.14316 It -, . ·11 

20 ·.Fr. coins 12.605 pleces
SoverelgRs . :5 It 

.Fgre1sa 'Ounen21 :' 

Pound sterltng 120"-"~ 
U.S. dollars ~1,416.25 
.Swiss .tranc8 100,1'1'1.96 
Marks 60,312 .. ­
l:luble 153,758.::0 

g. Forelen Exchange .. Ba.lMce@ 'i\brol.<! 	 ,,'. 

". Hungary' B onl.ltree fore1gn balance at present 1Es.a2:i~~'000 
!ranoaocouJ,lt 1n Zurioh. Pre-varbalances 'Were blooked:' d"~ilng 
;th.e war and remain. blocked· to date. Theeeinoluded, Q.pp~~~~~te11 
;.$800,OOOgovttJ"DIDentbalancee ln the United States 'andc8.QO(t~'ln 
tn31~nd. .The statue or N$.tlon~l' Dank andprlvate, 'ba::t8.n.,ces;<~~:~b 
3!P~elgnbanks 8aof NO"8mber '30, 1944 'is presented 'S:D.:,tb.ei:~1'9~low... 
:l'fiS'tllble.· No 'lft1'ormatlon 18&V&:11&1)19 on' changes which '11&;,;,e
ocourred sinee 'November 30, 11944, but 1n vIew of the.block~ng. 
re'gulatlone 1n et,tect ,everywhere, these vould.not haveafte(j~ed 
the sit,l:l~tlonappreclab17. .' 

!Nncar"D . ih:\ltl!:&'!2ea Abr:o&d M of Nov!!"bar ®.1ill, 

. (~ee follovlqpage for table) 	
'. " 

, ; 
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! J!y,dat'U!lt [orelgn kohMgeR8~e@ 1n ~be 0128.1 Man,t' 
PO!!D~ .awles 

DollEI F9\lDli Dollar Fru', 
April. 16 230 .415 180.4 63 
Apr1 1 30 250 555 222.9 68.6 
Mal 15 335 8'15 233.3 85 
Ka.y 31 465 1',21:; 261.3, 107.5 
June 15 625 1,425 228.0 160. 
June 30 636 1,550 212;.3 '150 
July 16 750 1,*'$70 222.? ·175 
July 31 1,330 2800 210•. 5, . 335 
Aug .. 16 1,600 3,800 225.0 400 
Aug .. 31 1,480 3,350 226.4 380 

a'l00Sept. 15 , 5.1000 238.1 ~ 
Sept. 29 . 5,600 10,.650 19.0.2 l.?~ 
Qc1i. 15 18,500 34,600 186.5 5,400 

.' 

'aPollo; 
HaRRlsons 1)o11ar . . 

.3,250 1~ .. 13 

3,600 ~4.4~ . 

3.975 11. S:r 
5.900 12.69 •. 
8.300··..· 13~28 

l~ ···~:f8 ,400' . .'". ,....
10·'., '!fA"'.'. . "3 "3:t;Juv ...., ",.". '.. ' , 
18.,2O:0+3~6~J..· 

19,9Q(). ~~.~~: 

19,11S() '. 12i~J~4 .... 

$4 . o CA. 
 12',&0 .t:AI , ,;;;""" .,. . 

76,000 13.57: 
210,000 .li~~f$ 

, ,::.:~, ':~ ,.:": ~':.:;;r·~:/;~\,::.,·
Several 1diosynorasles of t~;flUngarlan tore1p.ei~~g.~; 

marke'Smay be ftote4. Pound s:tel"l:1ng ·18 11t'la tl"a~ea;"·~J.td:,l;s:at 
aconsp1clloUS dleoo\lnt in comparlson with the dollal'.:,~;~:;.); 
app~al"'8 to be' assoolated wl~ the local' bellet tbat i!ngl~rid'"1iTl11 
~.e~a1n strIngent foreip exohange ~ontJ"o18 after the '\f:~and,that 
l~r wl11 not be possible. tor Hungar1us to import. stet'llng~r­
reno71nto the SritlsbIslsl!I,. The rlsklnvolved. 1n holdine . 

. ~und sterlIng 1s e~Mced aleob1 the existenoe o.t oQunt.erfelt 
notes and tllecircumstanoe that some of the .eter11D! DO.teo· are 
known to have been 1.1"ted to 'Hungary'by the G$rmans trom' . 
stocks found 1n a DutCh bank. Slnoe the numbers of ~he8.e.~o~e8 
are reported to'beknoWft to theBanlt ot England, 8ome'.speculfij;tors 
believe tbat they vll1 beln'V'alldated. 

The market tor Amerloan dollars meltea no 41stlnotlc:ulbe';' 
tween blue 88al aa41ellowseal ourre~o,. HOlfever,Fe~i9~3 
large elHdollarnotea, inoluding gold certlflcat'ea t aJo~· <:ate. 
fJubstantla141soount. reaohing attlmee al hlgh as 16p~~•.ent. 
Titlsetems from the bellef that ,t;he large slze notes ·have· cea.sed 
to be legal tender 1n·theUn1ted States. In.theeas8 "fCiurrent 
Am$rloan . currenoy, sull denomlnatlon notes. oam,,1, 0118 .ana· 'flVB 
d,ol.lar bills, en.J07 a s11ght. premiu.!ll,wh8re~s large note'8" 'not'ably 
e~O"OO, tlOO!"OO and $l,ooo.oonotes,are at a d1soount 'Wh:l.oh.ln­
creases 'ilthtlle 81zeof the bl11.. Since people keepthe;1;r $fI,V­
lngs ln dollars ,the)" .wlsh to hold emaIl denomll'l&t 10n ftO't'fBB ·for 
exohMg9 lnto pengo to meet thelr immediate oash r8q~1re.$nt;8 
.,otl to a'1oldl08S88 b1 holding Hungarlan ourrency. Fr&~t'loflal 
AmerloancuM"Einoyl. not U88d an<i tbere appears to be no ooun­
terredt problem with Amerloan notell, •. 

The legal status offor'etgn exchange t1"adlng,hasbeen 
amblguous until reoent we.eke. fhewar-tlme reet1"10t1on8.;00 
f~relln exohange trading .remalned on the :sta~\ltebook8ut,el" . 
liberation, 'tNttra41n«w&a .publio~1oondQn.d.. tInt·1I ,reo~J)1tly 
the government pel'llltted tra,41ng on the stock 8xohangelD"fu;11 
publ~c V1811 and the Natlonal Bankltsel'f lekno'tll'l toha'lie1:xu.tsht 
fore1gn ourrenoles at open~ltet prices.. The National. Bunk's 
agents were report'ad to be the. mOBt ~mportMt tore1gnexChange 
wyers In the market but the rumor has' not been.oont~rm$d od 
lts.&1141t1 le. doubte(!. ·Des.pl"te the absenoe ot replatlons . 
nrohlbltlng foreign exchange trading, tbepolltlcal;;o.llce.en­
~aged 1n.oeoas.1onal ralds on tbe stooke:\tcbange lntbe qouree
of whlohlt generally oonf1scated any forelgn exobazage found 

in the.' 

http:tbepolltlcal;;o.llce.en
http:Wh:l.oh.ln
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-~ '" \. ji~~j~'::" " . , \'.' 
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.',~ <s~.;< ~. 1 : 

<"y:,,'~~?<,.:I;.';:,:,:,Vi~S~INGT~~~,FFI(::E: ,', ' "" " ' \', 
'.:IN:rERG()~ERNMENTA:J.::.:€eMMITTEE, ON: REFUGEES:';.' ,;,. ' ' .• ," 'F'" ,'. ".. ,.;. ... ' ~ , , ," ."' ,_ , 

, RC>~~';3~O.:,f~.44::;G;qNi'lEC1:ICUTAVE."N. w'" 
, ,'wASi'iINC#ON,25,ro.c. 

, .' ,',J '" -,-,-, 
DECAT4R 7300,EXT.'El40 "', 

j.' " 

, ,"~~' 

" ••:." .... " • f 

, ,~ ,~\ ,\; ,'" . ~, .--.. ' 

te
Mr. Jaeob Todli" ': ',' 

, , Chief of Reparat;i:oris 'and ~': . U·lI ~~, ' 
" Re'st:i·:tution Sect:ion . " " "' , 

," ,".':DepartTeiritpf State,;'" '. '0 .;; 

Room ~; Maill Sta~eD!3partmentBtllldJ;lJg, 

VlashirigtQn 25~ :D.C. ' ",' I . 


, ' ' 

o , : ~arJ,ack: 

: I ,'am ep'-c.;LGstngf6l"yotlfinforID~tion a'C()p'y off;" 
.' ..". ., ,; ~~ . . . . " ': .... . 

'" the plans su.bmi~t~d!~by,theAmeriG?b. JointDi;stv~bt~\~o:rl :, 
.:,' , " ' . , .~. ", ! -'. - , ,"", - . . > ' 

Committee and °the,Je~lish 'Agency, for;P8a;estine', whi~h'set., 
" ,,' , .. , ". "<'. ' 

forth their initielp:fo'jects fcir'u~e' 0';' the'Reparations 

Funds•. 

Sincer~el\,Y~~S'_, " 
, " 

. ~,f.., " , • 
!" . 

'0 " ' 0 , • '.',' " 0:' 

, '. ," .. t, ,'.

, Abba PSCh"iart z 00 ,; ':,; , 

0' ",." ',' t ' 
'~p8.r?,t1;brH3' '0fficer .:. ' 

, " 
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.- .•. ... '" ::for:0(' ·;'lilfo'~t;tQn;'; '1"::ellcl!o8Ef"bjreiw1tn',00 ~'i"():f .the',,:· ,r,'" ','
~e~~~d~!j:,'ljli'~~_~;~I~¢~Yt;&9~;1t~oc.':~fti\~~1;)8r~'i~me~;jq~!~ptit~(M.: . 
~~~&r4';,:~;~9~',.,J.p~l.it ;llt.~r.!tt~*;~oli'"Q!?rmnl,tt~.::P~J~'ctB'·f9~ .~~ '" ",.. ' ueeio'f ,H!i~te~~on~~J'iUi:••:·Tto&8t~'r"Vltb/:a\';Q~.t:·~fi;~):l8idOv.firi.Dg.- le'tter,,' :,.: 
to~<Sir·"Herbert •. , . '., ,,', " /"" "'';, ~':f ,,,'..'....... - .'
-", " 

:. ",' " "l> 

'1", 

Mo~ (a'ignaCi') . 

" II. '.W:. ',l3eck8lm8n 
V·tee~Ob8i,riBn. . 
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. AM.E1RICAN J,0INl'DlS'l'R:lBUTIONCOMMITTEE' 

-i9·Ruede'Teheran· ...•.. '. ""R~r±"i' ... ":::... ' . 
;'. 

/" .'~ . , ',' 
.' 

·$i;r.;,:~~rbert Emerson, . '.,~' ....• 

Intergovernmental Committee on Rf!filgee/i1,'
...

" . 
f. ' . 

.. ,:.t. 

~..~: ~t 

.... 

I·'·,.. 

t 
i :-.": 

j ... 

.19.. ,flill Street . 
·London. IN. 1. 
(, 

Dear Sir Herbert, 
. . , 

. . .' I wr:i~e .wj:tl~·:::'f~,f.~he'i;lce.t(j" 'y,6~. l~tt~~oi 8tp!lugll~t" '1·9.#5;' 

pa.terence 114$j:flO:aadT.~$s'e~r:;~to·).tn.·'.Edjja:ra:'M~u:.'wlr.bur'X -' ~Ch2if,riliahof.' tHe 

Amaricaii: J6j)ritrDfstt:tbhtj}b'rir;d6nm&tt~-iii~' '. 1; attacnh(~~~~'·~·memo"ranHl.M(~· . 
~hich, in accordance, :witll" -l~~r:l~~tier WlCi:~r.:r~fe,r~~e i5her'~~~~: S~?Plrtted 

for ';VOUl" cons~,derati0!l" i.n: .c~~nec~ion.with.the aI;rpq~!-iO.llO~ a .Kepcu"a:&~()n 


s,~a~e' to n?,l1';';r;~:pe,.~riab~~,~.~~e~~~S,of..G:er~a:c;t.lon. " ~TlJ.~.:i~eni~~;-;ahtlwnS~~t-6: -" 

.forth :aQ.~er'i o~~·pro·j'e:c,t:s·,t'Ptill:ing··,t9,7l:~,:090. ". ". . ' . .'. ,;. 

With, resp~ot :t6 .paragraph):·. ()i' yoqr: letter upde.r: ref~:r,~ce', 

the enclosed prCljtlct~ .,h:aye '~.eec1'lput ·for#at?on1'.he. pilSf~·;,ot;::~ t(~f:ita.~~~~ . 

Agr~~ment, wit~;~~eJeli:r8~·~gen¢y;. fo~.:':P~~s~ille llY;::yI~:ctr.(~ll. 'Arrie.lt;~~;,~o:tiit . 

Dlstrf'tiution qQJ~ttx;e.±:~: ;~o:·re~eivt?, $.7:'5OQiOO0:'~! ~~'~~';~ni :.:'i~~~a~~~~o.r(8· '; 

sum of $22,5OQi0Q().:,T:h~~<~,~bnJ;l~.sion c,r.prp'j~cts ;~§!~J~il;~frl:g .:!'a~~'lg()9~aB. , . 

based onperagr.ap,ll 11:. ,o+-"l:f>ur .le,~t.er. U1,1<1err~fer~~;q~;~. . 

All ,er'~6ni:>tiowhoma'sBist:ance is': :bgri'1;enl)'l!at·~a;~'1rkt;liu:;i:,~t;tadhedP ." ",. '. ". '. ',....;,,: . ." .'." ',.. ," ... "." ....J~,., ....,.. ;, ,.'0.'"';,,. " ",,'/c··. .',.' .. ,

meinopanduinot . projects <;:omewitbfil th~ d~l'initiQin~ arid' 'sp(,M;:r:L~a{~~~sV;~'#t,' '. 
forth in paragraph l'V (AL·~~yo.tir August8th, 1946 le~f~r. th~·iprC?'8~.ct~. 
themse~vea, .deal with purpo,se,s 6Xlti PfogrBJllIiJ,es includedW1thln pai;a~rap,h..·I'V (B) 

. and IV (0) of your August. . 8th letter. . 
, , '.,," , , ' . 

. it'he American Joint Di~trl~ution· CQ~ttee.undertak~s •t.hat ~y 

prodects executed 'by' i t .·WithRepa.t:a~i~n.iUnd:~ .~,+'~0p._~te~. :;<;i:A~.~'!~t~:~~t~~. ; 

the reqU:1t·r.erru~rlti~ ,of '. p,~~;~x;:~Ehs.V. ~4. V~:I •of your. r~~te~,~un,c:i,?r, 'I:~,f~,X:~rice~:, ' 
The· .Arneri ean Joint DistHiDution:·Q9mIi\itt.ee 'Willb'e" prep~~edj, :st .~ll::t~¥les:' ,to 
giv:e adequa.te· opport~i)i;ty to rep~~£{~t~t,iyes Qf .:ti)e· I,n:f.:~rg6verrir!l~rit'aJ:CoiIlmittee 
to carry out the proVisi¢Jls of para:graph VlIIof:.':yolir ·letter•.. ' .. '.' . ': . 

. , ",' " 

.,.. ,,1; B.ncttf,b.~~,~0~~r:g.,~ot:waJ,;4to., ~e~r,~~~. f t 9ffi YOll as S:00~~5: you 

have had an opportutrlity", ~ogo; over ·th.e.e~c.loBed:document.. .' '. 


Sincerely, 

.M ...VI. Beckelman. 
'. Vice-OhaifmanY 

" ..'... " ~ ,;, .. . 

UWB/hre' 

, J'.' , 

http:adequa.te
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t' . ~. -PR0iTEC'l'S~PROP()$ED- BY"'TH1CA:MERICAN JOINT -PlSTRIDBUlJ.'lON 
,> ., " •. , 

,," . 	 COMMITTEE--FOR ::FIt{Ar~fuNtr FltOM::REF:ARA1iI0N~s:'FUNi)S~~~DE ' 
AVAH..ABtE -UN:DER'.:'ART,]ChE~':Vlfr1:" OF:;:!f,HEf'ltltiARAiIOWS;' , 

. ,.-,:'AGREElfENT,.' .' " ' , ' 

, . ; 

At 

eri, ;_~a.puar;y,l~t~ ~947,,: it wasesti,mated tbatthere, were, i:n 

Europe and elsewhere·appj6xi!~t.elY -300;000 Je~sh p~r8onswho wouldrequiTEl 

assistance in reeettle.mexit~d;,t~~b}li:tat£on eetvices' prior t<;> 'resettle:-­

ffient and who WOUld be el:igiby~'~;t;o bttljed'it. from the Reparatj;ons' Fund. 


. i~":=ipPJfO#"t:eAY '250,000', of theapove$OOjO(;X)persone, 'are 

at .present defined as ,"D~spiaged peraons"amf lJp~r,6ecut~',es" 8P:4 :~r,e located 


..in Germapy, A'ustriaandltalj,where they are rece1ving:b·~.43:tC ID;&fntenanc8 .. 

from UNnRAor t~e.iriil:ttary"authoritie8;,.: and!suppi~entary 8:i;di'rdm the~' , 

'~er:tcan Uoirtt Dist:r:tbutt~n'99mTidttee..,,' , , ,'" 


" 2,. The' re.ruu'r4!ng 50~:900' ~re refugee8ii9Yl~~ntlcotirit;r~E{s·6f;~. , 1. " 
,tempQrary e,sylum :inEurop-e'~~:5uc;hasHol1a.nd:jBtIIlg~WIi~ 'F:rai,i·~~~:-:,~~~~n)"ISW!tz,.. 
: erl.tir4"., C.~e'ohoelo.v8kia..~,-;?t'8u~~'~~tj).al percent~g;eor':;·~l1o/s'n~·:llld)~f·~te~:?§il1g," 
maj:rit~n.~q, by ttfEr~erfc~ ·,J<>:tri~"Pi:,stri~u~onCoiomj\·tt~~;~Ou~~~~e~'!ti.t<~rope· 

thete, rerriain appr6Ximat~ly:l0,GOO ~ew1sh 'Refu,g~ei? ;in;' Sp~gh~'!il,l:~"i'!eqUj;~e: , 

resettlernent.Tn¢se are::,1:}-eint ;riia:1;n,t8iri~d, .by: .. ;;t~q.i:~:e"~r. jig: 's6,ppf; 


.~'lementaryassistancelronf'theAmerl;can jo:tllt'~Diit:toi'ic()nUlill, tee':':; , ' 
. '. . 	 . .' . , ',: '. " , 'l ~ "" . , , ._., . 

. , . 	 J Ii . ApproxiIllately 50,000 of the .300,000ri)ent~one.;q, ',i;\pove,ar-e 
of. German and Austrianor1ginl .. some'thing over 200,000 :ar.epo:);:ilsh anti: t:!le 
remainder are ofvariou~t1a:tionaiitiesimd Q!,igin.butb~cause: :,Of ,l:ottgres;.;. , 

idenceabroad, ceased, iIi faa:t.!,to enjpy the 'prootection :of thei:rGov:errunent., 

before the, outbreak of,' hoatfl1ties i.~ 1939., Thei 'were,qeported':,b;t."theGer- , 

mans j'rom their' dou.ntrfl'es' ;of'r'e$idence'a,s the-s's'were'·.occup±edoytheGerman· 

forces, a1'ld are now in neEld of assistance in resettlement'. ' 


B. 

1. Rehabilitation. 'Rehabilitation is defined ih thaLet:terof 

Instructions from tliti( Intergovernmental ,Committee to the.Am.er±Can Joint ," 

Distribution Committe,s Eui: ItO'ilt,le.Ys e6sentiallyp~e·paratbry:t:o:.r~8Ert.t:l(ementn. 

The following types::of, renabl:UXativeact:iVity a.~e' encompa:ssed'~n' tne pr.ojeci,s 

subm:it ted below: -	 .,', 

, J' 

(a) 	 Care and educ,.rition of children piimcling thEdr' 
:einigration to countries of :f:4l~l~~ttlement or 
:~erma.nE3nt 'establi~hment iithiit th~ir',cou.n~rie~ 
o'f present location·.' . ' . 

(b) 
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., ~. ". ' 

/~~~~" (b) 
'-, 

/ 

.(e) 
, .' 

2 •. 

(a) 

(b) 
'. ,. 

. 

Except for a project involving ,an establishment in. the Dominican'Republic dis­
cussed below" no projects,~r.l9at,prI98entbeing pv.t forwa,rd·invql"i'l:hg the.use of 
Reparations¥undsto me~t,eBta't;llishmen1t .costs,~n the c;6unttY,of,r.eceptioli. 
The reason for this is:~hat:it, is hope~ t.hat the costsof~:stap~ls'tml~n~'inthe 
country in which permanentsettlemerit. is contemPlat~d will:, f6~:tihe'mOBt'pru/t I 

he met by local ,9rganiz~t~()~s ,,~,d ,~ommmrl.ties $n:th9'se, ,··<;:o~tr¥~,s'~, .:'B,9T1'/e:v¢r), ' 
be'c,c),use of the relatfve~y:'s~:ll .51::;;.e of the JeWisp ,C·ori@..Wlftieli,liti 1ll9st ,s'!ich 
countries it is' pPs;~i,bie:tpe;t, ehpu1:d a iarge. nUIllb~rof :~et\ig~tt,e\~,n;i@;gr.~:tiijfunf!¢ 
thesecountrles during. ttle,comng year" tbe.:cost Qt~h.~ir ,e~ta~~~:6nm~~,!,()\ii9: 
surpass the capaciti~s ."f:the lociil.c9D;IIUUhities. 'T}}e'Atner~c~,'J,ol1ilt Di:~t;riDution '", 
C9~ttee the,r'e!ore 'teser~es tl1erj,:ght ':to put' tOrWard prqjects td ni~e±.·the co~t ! 

:01' .-tihis phase' of resettlement at a later date. " ". ' 

.1, 	 "t, " . 

·V9cat~ona.l'tra:in:fng 'of adUlts.-fprthe.p.urPpse 
pf enhancing- thei~opportunit,ie~,of·obtairiiIng " i, 

visas fCir countries'offinal:settJlement,aIid 
their 5elf~'~uppbrting est~bli~!.iIn~rit,:, ·ins'ucW 
c~untries". ;o~ Inco~trie8~:t' pre¥¢nt 1o.cat;ion. 

~1~ie~i rehab:n:i~ation of'candidat~s for 

'r~se~~l,~m~t: ~11'0 ~ouldbe el$g.t~l~:fo.~j.~;;~s 

P~?~<i;~~_ th~~'~·¢:l 'be;re's~orea -t:o'- goo'cl· pn;r~:iJca.l 

,condit~onf. '.. 


R~s~t~~~ent,.. 

Costs ':0£ "es'tabl±shment:ln the' 'countt7Q~' recepti90. 
, ,. 	 ­
,. 	 . .' 

c,; 

1. Since,' as. indicated' al?ove, th!Sre are approx:lme.taly 300,.,000 
persons req'ui:t-1ng rf;lhabl1ltationand rese,ttlement ,assistance' and eligible to 
benefit from the, Reparations Fund·,.s()t.;aside,.;for ,these purposes.• it-:-,is,obYio'!,ls, 

,t.h~t'· the s1)in' of '$22',590;..QO~;;::p]u~ the~B,_yet:-una.scertainedamoU!l'tk;!rglll~he. ',' 
, , ..., '_ ~ ._".......,," ~-r .. " ... . "<"'.,', ,rr"- -~, 4:"1e"': : ... ~' , '{ - -', . .,' .' \. .. -'.. .' ' ­

non-monetary goler ~d' h&j;;~ll:e66 .funds"wfllbe ·iiis1.i.ff.ic:i:ent"·;to.mecet: th.If?,!-gr.,al. 	
! 
,t.'equiremehte' or "tne"erit1re ,group. . , 	 f 

2. C~ns~d.ueritlY" it must: be C'.ssumedthat a'fair por:t~on of 
funds available' for res'ettlement in the budge~ of the Intergo:v:~rnm:l3nt:al Go.m,(l;l"';' 
ittee or its successor org~ization, ,the Int;erna.~ioha1Refug~~"Org~#.'za.t~on, 
will f;ttko\'lise be 'av~Jlal;':le to members of, this grbupin 'acco~9-ance "\dthth,e' 
terms of reference 'and. thefJrocedures est-abl:tshed by the Inter&9vl:j:r,nmerital, ,_ 
Committee .01' it.s·successor organization for the use of. ~ts ,fUrids for rese~tle'" 

, ment purposes. 

3. American ·Joint Distribution GorJlu:i;tt~e funds' will, asih'" : 
dicated 'belo:Wj,likew1sebe u8'ed for the execution of the' project~,subi:ii't;~;ed to 
t.heextent tbat,'tl:le re~our.c::es of the organization permit •. It ~h()\ild beb'orh in 
mind, however, that excee~it:lgly large ~oiJimitment's:must be met by the AnlS:t;':i!C'SI1 ' 

/Jb1ht 

,'\...-~--~ 

, . 
-. --,--..."~-~--..:. -_.,'.- ,.---~--.-
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,',' 

...-:' 
"," 

-'. 

',i ", 

" 
,,fI, , ',. ",' . ~ /' ,'.', .. , , , , ." ;:,' ::'. ) ,

,,/i;:t' "iDistrj(t~uti,oIl 'COllUldt ~ee torpv.r,pos'es ,lyineoutdde thf,l , se6pe ,ai' th~ 

/ ,:r',1;"" governmtmta1 CO~y~~i9 or J,n.deed 'ot1nternat'i~~aJ. r.~~l?ons+bi~i):;y ..:?,or 


,oF :EiXiunp1e , :,verylargffportfons"of,:J;:n:e 'American Joint :Bistrttbuti,on'eGlIilirtftt'ee'"s 

,'1947·:,budget :a.re'beingiJp~t'on ~her~stabih;:haient'6iJe~shco~ltie't3: . 

in,Hungary, Roumania','j:>oland:aridc,6zeclloslovakia..as·weii ~~ ,in Franc~,B~l-' 
g:L;um;'and,Holland~ ,I!~uc~ funqs we're not availab1:Ei" t,hei, ·r.~suitant eC-onome 
lri's1:.ability of Jewishcofllll1.Unitie,s 'uprootfad by tlite war might' result in even/' ,;(, greater pressures' mak1!ng for'em:tgration, 'than' tho,se which ric)w exist. 

, ,~' , ' . ' , " 

i 
J ' 

4. Ml:GRA'DION .sEitVl€ItAND TRANSPORTATION :. '1~?~0.0.0, .0.0.0 

B. , SET,TLElmN!J.!,.oF ,TltRDOMINICJ.N R1llP.f1BLIG: 212,.00.0 

c. REHABILITATION, OF: GHlLDRflh 2,. AClO,OOO 
'1 

.... $1,600,0001. "FR_AN;;.;.;:C=E: 

, 5S0iOCO 
, " 

: . 3 • Gli1u.!ANy: 250,000 

1,:400.,000· 

",' \ 

r ;' 

E. 

?FRANCK ,:. 500,000 

200,000 
, ,.' 

i2;n~~!OO0: 

.Xrl, '. ,SHECIFJrC ,PROJ:E;CTS " 

. i 
MIGRATION· SERVICES AND TRANSPORTA'.'EI0N: 

The plan propos"c;l: here prooeeds on the assumpt,iontl1at the trans.,.. 
portation costs.tor large scale.imna,gration to :?alestine,willbeborned byth~. 
United St(ij,tesGoVElrl~nt. We·.prop~se, therei'ore, to devote the·furids .a;']}:bo~",!~e¢ 
to the Amerioan ,J;9i~tDi:~tribrition Committ.ie, for emigration,~ri~~ to:tn.~ ben-­
afit of persons inunigrat.ing to countriea.o~h~r than' Palestine, paying trans... · 
portation coststoPafestlne; only for t'p,osewe do not quailiify forUn';tteq 
Sta.tea assistance. U:tl<\er the current policy of t,he >Unit:ee. states GQv,errunent 
in regard to, iI1ID1i'gration, we may expect 30,000 quota immigrants t'o go' to th~ 
U.S.A. during a two-ye~r period. This estimate comprises ~he ~ollo\'Jing groups: 

, 
1.• ,l'~rom 

. '. 
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, 
' 

, ,.' 

' 
, 

.' 
, . ". 

1. '.'~omiGer~;v;,4lusir,fa:,: ..arrd' :;Lt~:tt: 
.' ' .. , .... 

Polish 

"f" > 

9,000 
German' arid Austrians:' 9fO,00 . 
'6t;her~i: . ,',,()00 . -'.. . 

, 	 ' '. ­
'j " " ' •..•,:' "': - ,"!' . 2. From.. th~ -.N:e,therlS1l4.s;" Belgium I 


~:r:ance ,SVdtzerland and SWeden.::
-
German and Alo\stri,an: ' i '. 

. . i . 

? 

5,000 	 . 
I 
, 

. 

" ' J 
~ ,'. 3.0,000.,.. -	 , ' 

, !' 

, " .I 

" 1 " " '." " " .' "", '._1: .. j' • ': i ,'.,' ',> '.. ~ ,,' , . ", ,_ " . " ',_, '," :.:,,' 

'i,'heestimate of the, number.to b.e trarisport~4 ,tram Shllilghai is . 
'based' on a poll taken,:amon.g, j:t?,:5,OOrefugeElsin .that:~cf~Y:,. "+n'~hrs ;:poJ;i~.'. 
5000 persons' indicated their: d!3sire to' lrnmiigrat!3to the. lillited St:a.tes:.: 

. " 'Dur1~g~he" ~~~two7year. p~z:iod', we"~'~~iev.~'it re~~[f~ncil?l,f;:.t~.: .., 
plan for the .mgratl:'on'pf"7i5qO~~wstQ 4~:i:n ,iUll~r~~an· ..~ouI:\tr1~¥~ )#fi1;~W:Ollillq" 
i!1clude 6,9000'~r:om~rop~a.ild: §>!i{()~rom !Shan~h~ly~f;Jyf~a:t!l'n" . ~f~: pr"~:e~,~~. 
'dispfaced p'~rs~~s):nE~9P~:a.n~: 6:~Oref;l.igees 'iI)~'"p,p:a)lgli~' .",;E!:~t~dl:9~~'Eid'j~~~i?i,r. 

, desire to illllIligr.,~t'e '. t:o,':6n.e ¢r '8.l1oth~r of. the~t;N~',)~me~li'caP"qpWl;t:~~:e~ij;i~flis' 
'iinpo'seibletoEl$.ti'~i'e: how'.'ID.any imlIi1gran'ts 'will"o~ :a.db:Lii:t'te'ditoi£he';:'~ofu1tties 
in question.' . .. . 

• 	 I " 

, One must also takei~to~ecourittJie. lil@.6r'efugees 'i6S~gfi)¥i: who. 
have ind;lca:tJea.ap~eference,for settlement iri'pa.'L~'fit:ine:iand r.ef.ugee~;:tn'-1~ur'- '.' 
ope outside of Germany, .AU8tr~a. fi,nd ItalY who' ma.Y :go ,to' Palest;t'nfih:, . ,$:i::~c¢"tihete; 
is no reason to expect that tile co.st of transport-lng' this groupWitl:. 
by the United states Government, the \expen5e~s ro:f£h!s 'groupar.e iric;~u4ed 
the 'plan presented here •• 'The ev.entualmovement to Cana<ia of,elig~.'l)te persCi1s'
would also be,in(!luded~ , - ",J, , .", . , -"- ,-;, 

An additionaili group 0'£ prosp~ctive.fmmigrants from Europe e~nsi.i-'$ts: 
of the :2,000 18rl~g·.:petiidt, holders, . "hO 'are awa'iting transporta.tion. to Aus~ 
t,r-alia.,. These. per;nUrtsh:a:~ebeerl issued bY''\:;he'~o:verrun~11t of Austta.lia.at the, 

'Jtq,qtiestof close'rel~'~ives;wl1(') hiwa a5S\.in;te(~ re~p(mbibil-ityf~r1::ne pr2,~iie.cti v:¢: 
imfiiigrants. Thede',p.a.rtu:reof the permit :l;i.oldens ".has., ·wliith fawexcept1.3Qns:, 

. 	been delayed by '~hortage' 6fshipping 'spa'ee and bytheprio!'ity'gra:nt~9\:'tO' 
Australiancitizerls, 'wfv:es' of, soldiers, . etc.- By the .entio! 1947-j' hpw6ver, it . 
is reasonable t~'tlXp~et that. these F,'O()O :persons will succeed' inobt;'a±n);r(g' 
passage to Austr81:i'a.;· . IThe est!imafie of the tcital' COB,t. of the 'migration service and the' j 

;,,"~transportation o1"~lf 'the groups ffielflt:itoned above is 'based on the following 
per capita calaulatiqn:.. 	 i . 

i 
IIF'rom j 
f 

'-" 	 ' . i:> 
. 	 i:;::~~~~=§~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.~" 

'., -" 
-~'.-: .-_.,." - .I-~. 

~ - ,-"",~.~,-
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From Eur-ope to;liorth,~erica: 

" 

$20Q' 
,'Y' 

I . , 

" . Shanghai to t.he Uni ted St?::t~s:, 400, , 

325 

Shanghai.-to Palestine: 4bp 
/ 

II . Shanghai to Latin Ameri'ca:' ·500. 

n Europe to AU,stralia: 400 

n Europe to Palestine: 120 

On the b~si6,,,,qr: tn.e . for,egoing figures, the propo$edplan w:1;llreq­
uire a total outlaY of .aQout 3Il,OOO"OOO... P~~nap~~bou~~O%6f the 1lll/Id;graiits 
may be expected to pay ·tne:i;r oWntran-sportation•. Thecu:rrent'experlence ,of' 
the American joint Distribution Committee in 'providiilgmigrat:i:oIl ~~rvi~13 to, .. 
the United States .and otnercountries, ind.1cutesthat half 'of. this cost will 
be bornel?Y the relatives ~f the immigrants. ~ii th regard to the re;naining 
$5,OOO,OOO~ we'request tha.t ~3,OOO~OGO'oftne. funds provid'e~under the !tE!lp;aration' 
Agreement be allocated for t.hi:s purpo~e, on, theassumptio,l1that .l¥l·additi9nai 
32,000,000 can be niadeavailableby the American J9intDi~tributfon €9IDr!littee 
and other- interested organi~atioria,. It, should be notei:lthat we have not in­
cluded in the aboveest;i:m<i~~$" tl'le CQst . of transpor-til1g :emigf~:t:,~:i~"J1~8~ 'tQ, 
pOi'ts of embarkation., Out;9ide 'oftha Und,ted States Zones; o:f. ne~n~y 'a,.n('i,.·~1f.s-· 
tria., where the; United: ~tates.Arxrw ",mayprovidethiStr~l~p~rt~~~'(:tt;i:,,:t~;~;s;e 'ex~ 
pend±turea will conatit-ut:e,' an additional charge which can;,~:e~i:t~t,E;J:i'rtepalt<i' 
for out of the ~1eparation Fund. . . ,., 

The: foregoing fugures and CQst estimates are,' not intended.to b'El.~­
act· statements of the precise number of parSOflS who ~ll be lLIoVf;ildto: part:i'c)rl..ar 
countries during any givel1 period nor of the exact amotihts which 'wi'll 'liie ~pent 
on tllem. They are intended rather to indicate hpw th(3 lump sum figUt,eof 
$,) ,000,000 ;was arrived at. It. is specifica11y proposed that there b.e r~lada C:liVCl,i]!­

,:

able f.rom Reparation funds the sum 0.( $3.. 000,000 fprth.e.purposeofllleeting::; 
the COE)ts of transportatio~ of persQns eligible fpr: r'esettlementaf?sistahce ... 
under the terms of the Reparations Agreement··from the ooUIitrieB'wn:6r~ they are 
now located to such countries of final destination a's may become availablte for . 
them. 

".' 

It is proposed that an initial sum of $500;000 be put at ~he dis- ' 
posa.l of the American Joint Dt,atribution C<;>Illlnittee,for expendit.ure on tlti~~, 
purpose., and,that: a.s reportaa.re submitted to the lr~tergovernmenta1 ColfimittLE:!~ 
accounting for the use Qfthel?e funds, additional SUll\S be paid over to the" . 
American Joint Distribution Committee to 'replenish the amount set a$ide .for 
transportation costs .. SO 'that su::rfici.ent working fWlds maY always be onh&tld 
to make it possible to t;ake' advantag'eof oppor-tuniti'es which present thEun$ely~s 
f'orthe booking ~{ pa~sages.· 

" 
/ 1'ue. sum 
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., , ~: The sum of &~~"OCl0 ·is., ~rit_ended roughiy to pr,o!Vide tor 'll;. thr.e~ mori~thB 
!~8t19ng fuhd which, .ha~~g rt;¥.a~d 'to the QI)1ount of .tiJiIet,~quire9: to obtain 
aqcouiltings from widelY'd±Bp~:r::'sed field Mfiqes and'.to pr:epare tti~ nEi6~S88;r.y 
peport for submissi6n~ to: ~he Intergovernmental,Cotn.;rct;titEl8'I'may bett1kenas a 
reasoI:fab.leworking period ~ , 

'.:. 

, , Should future experiemcedem6n"strate, th.at~s :shipping be'CODleS> mQre 
, " 

easily available the'Amari'can Joint ais:tribut:i:;onC6mi:i4t~~~~s"abJie toriiovf;i ,p'er­
sons' at a more rapid rat-'e';.arr' approprii;i.te requfilst, Vi.i.J.:::r::be su'bmitteG forah in­
crea'se in the working ·,!tind..... 'Suchadv{iPces ate, of '9'oUrs~,,; t'ocont:1nue 'only up 
to the $3,00°1000 ~limit'pr.qposf:ia for 'the transportat;i!onprojeot. . 

.,.' 
B. SETTLEYI.1l'lT'.'IN THE- 'DOMINICAN ,REPUBLIC 

Vie request that the proje9t of sattIi'll €; 72 fAlDiI:i:es{about 400 persons) 
selected from the retugE3e,B in Shanghai, in 'the SosJla :Ag:i-iculturalColony (Pomin­
iean Republic:) be given,;tavourallie c0nBid:eratidri.,.r~her.ea:re· at present 57 .home­
st.ead families in thf.scQl()ny and a larger: nUl'l\ber' employed' in industrial and 
other fJursui,ts., ,The co'st of ."the'r;e8et~liemeht'of thi~s group is' estimated' a.~ ",,' 
follows;...: 

14 f8nd:'liesofrelatfves 
of >~~tt1:erst' ' 40,OO(), 

, .. '",100(.(000':'; .. 
:*2];(, ,0.00'. 

The abov,eeetfmate,.:in, regard, to relatives 'of ~ettlers and' artisan 
'families is ldtldn theJ:imitstipuiated by the Repa'ration Agreement , namely,. 

,f$1,(;)00 per adult .and$2,~OOper child. It is proposed by 'the AmericanJ.oint 
Distribut1.on G'ornmittee' tQstay within these liJ1uts in providing for the tw~lve 
f~ilies aSl'{efl1. If add'it±onalfunds will be r,cquireCl: for this group" the. 
Amerioan Joint Ji)istributi'c:)n,Ccirrunitteeundef.t~~sto· ~dyari6e the necessa.ry fUnd;s,., 
It should be emphasi2jed tha,1;. the. American Joint Distrribution Comtlilittee repres­
eritativa in Shanghai. hasa'f:trs~;';'ilaPd knoVf~~dg!!,of'5o$ua,and is 'in a positi;on 
to select suitablefamili:Et5 for' the agric~tural set.tlementatld:..t;qrwork as '" 
artisans in the Colony.: ' ' '.A "• 

In connection. \v:tt~ 'the foregoing proposal, it should be pointed out 
that although during 1946 there were some dOUbts in the minds of the spon~ors 
of the Sosua project,. about the desirability 9£ continuing to inv:e'st in, it.t .... ,. 
recent reforms wbich ha.ve·been rnadein the actministration' of the projec;:t have 
convinced the Dominican Republic SettlementA5so~iation 1;;hat the plan is still 
a sound one .•, Addi tion,BJ. iilVestments have been made and it is, expect~d.that 
during 1947 much prottr.es~wiIl be made tow:~¢d:iesti'1bliship'g the ..set.tl:¢ni.e~t on a ' 
s~)Und basis. I t is :l!nthe light of this ne..y:·i;l;nfor:it$tion thaJ j:t;.he"~~erlean ,Joint 
i:)~.st,ribution Cqmmitte~ .isput1dng· forw~rd 't?~,C\~~b6,ve:':,:pro~,~5;~f,~~;;~;t~Ji~~~~~i:!~!:;,~~P:-.. '., ,
aration Funds to s,ettle72 r,efugefl!faml.lief3:::·f,~?m'"S!la,ngJ:tai:(:;'\l:n';~the~~;South~.'}A;grl:cuil,t.o;,. :'';\' 
UTai Colon~. ". 

;: 

. ~J' 

.. 
.,.__~,,..._.........,t,...--• .,,.-~ 
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, , ,The French' Government: has ,ot:f:~~~~ 'at~E:or.8.py ,asYlliiji '~9 '~bp~~: 2.,,500

j 	 ~~:wj;sh chilrjren ,pri~~1p~:lY from ,Polan:~':' but,a~~9,,~frq~,:F~:rjnariy,an~'~t+~~~~a. 
S9me , have' ..a~ready' er:tered: ',France,;" othe~~;' arE?~e2tpeq~.eai1.n: ,the ':rie!ir .f,:u~,¥tij.· 
Their adiniasion is for 'tl!~porary'asylUm :'p~~g-: :t;~ei~;;,4ltfma~e e,st<ibl;:!:st@eilt 
eieewhere,. During th~ wai'ti~g peri'oct w1'4cnt'h~8,'~Cna~-dren' Will have to, 'fipehd 
in France; it isessent1cA tl:l,atthey :r~~vepro~!r Jn$t'J,:t.uti'onal care. 'Fhis 

. programme· will enable ,these c~ldreri:,t9r~ga.J:phf:j~U;:th and so prep""re them­
'selves to:r ~nf!w' l*:f~ in.wh.a,te~er'C6UJitriesqf:#;riai, s:ettlement they may event­
ually m().ve to·~ , ' , 

.' ," ]" ~ "f., ~" - ' ••~, ", ,", .; 

'" ,.(.'~') .bi:U.ldr;en~'n'ow;.in, France'. 

&nang' t~~:2'~800;,:~tii31dI'en'ln .the,'S!> Chil(i 'Care' fnst~tutiona \'1!;lich are 
assist'ed' by thEi'A!lterican .Joi,nt Distribution' 'C~o!Ill'l:d,ittee',!n, F~imqe" ,there,'ar(!f' 
abc:ut 1,600 ~o (lre riot F~$rH::h nationals .llb'd~thalt ot.the ',group at-a of ,Pol­
ishorJigin. 20%, German ~i;i Austrian" 9%atateless.ar!d ,the rernsirtderal:'e, chi19"'" 

. ren from HungarYj Row:tiah:l.aand Czechoslovakia.. ~,cert8..i~ nuritberof th~se, child­
,renwill eventually emigrate to Qther,couritries,1';lutit is eipect.e_d.thatthe 
'majority willrelZl8in,:in"Fr,ance.~ ,'It ~s propo$eg.:'~h,at/about :ti09Qol th~' :s,1:>ove 
group who, fo~vario\i;6 rea6oq8a~el1ot eligibl'e,::J'9r:pub1ic:<?-6si~;t~!.1cEl:;fro~ 
French Govel"fJlllent; funers. be a,ccepted asa ~harg~;'~frt,h~ :R,~~!iit!it~:o.*,PtQ~:~c,~,q.The. 
purpose of, ,t.p.~ pJ;"oject'· is 'to prepare: theinfOr pe,rmar'l~nt '~~·t~bJ.il{f>~rt,~nFr,ance, 

,'FINANCliili .REQuEsT , 
. ;"'.':";';.' ~, :;~. ,..' ",' ) ..' > t 

Our, 'experience wt,t~JgMld Care inst±;tutions in Fre,ne'E\IS'ho'llls 'that, t'he 
cost wil:la.vera·ge $500per"~nli!td pel' annum. 'Yot,the 2,:500 ch;ifldren' men,tipned 
in paragr:app.Ja) above, t.h~i~ifo6t fot'l947 v,d,:llth\i~be $1,2.5Q,OOO..For..the 
group of l"POO, now in Fl:,ance whose permanent,establishinent, l:F.l l"rar;.ce, iscpn:-, 
templatectlmcicr 1;.ii18,p~j~¢;~"tihebos.ti' '011 tl~ebtls:t~ of's. t;~o year es:t;abili,i'iSh... 
ment period, will OO.$l;i900,:ooO. Ta1dngintc'·a.~co~t. the .:t.:~ndted res9urCe;SQOC' 
the . Rep&r~ti~n .FunCi,;:. ,~ht! ,~erican J91nt Dfstriptitfon Ci?IDIili~t'~e re4ue,sts: '~he 
allocationoi $1'i00o..)·OO~df: J,heabove $2,250,000~for thls prqject, payabl::e, in 
quarte~1y instail:inientsof $.300,000 chiring the i'irs:t/ ye?J,r ahd $Ji2~,OOOdu~j:'ng 
the second year. 

:2 .BE1GltP,,{ , 

(a) New a.r:r:i:v:alsin Belgium 

, Belgim,D.,h~~' offered a .tel!fporary haiYento 250 Jewj;sh chil.dren·,,~vho 
have recentlcy anriV'edin that 'co:QIltry via Ozeehoslo:v:a.kfa,o,Bendingtheir 
eventual resettlement, the sum of$i2.5"OOO;,representing,a:.p~I;ciapit;a per 

. annum cost ,0£$500 Will \;l,e requi:'lfed :for ,tti~:tr~ ma1ntenarlc~ ·,tor ',8;, 0I'!'f?'~year 
period :in _preparation for- their everituail. niligrat.ton to countries ,of final 
settlement. 

, '" ,: 
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.' 

·'.':";~,?T:j~";'~~rihahs now.in B~J,gi~.:·:'> ., " \ 

/" _ ,'.' "'" ApproJdmateiy: ~;O% :ot'the 7.50 Jewis,h, ;ox,:p~~,~,,~'~~~ -1?;,~e~t9):,0~:~l3,;ge 
,,/ . - no~ "in' . Belgfum, , ar~. not,~f. '~elg!an oiti :~IlS~.:!~~:-:.~~t?~~~'\ Qf \~t)'~~~t'~~t.,~:qji 

,'orfty of this group were. ot Polish origJ.n or wer.e";s;t:Ht(3iliess,. ,ln- vtew Of'·'ithe 
",:,f~ctthat a substarr~i&J. number Will,find, tneirperm8tl~ri£I;,~~~abnsnment".,.±:o 
,: :Be~giumjj it i B propo~~~~ha~,t.tte ';cost of' 1~~~pt:e~~,~¥:;4l}~r~~~~i~~>;60~:' 

such children,'. esti.Inat'ed, at '$600,000 for" ~ tw9....Year<per::tpd;b~,a:ecepted, a.s ,a. 
cha~~e on th,e'.Reparations Fund. . , ", ' .. , , ', ., . 

. Ce} 'E~fi8.nci:al reguest 

'. . Qn th~.basi,s, of: "Z§. ,B:y~ra,gecos~()~$~oo.· :per ~h,;ild 'Pet· ,.a.nnvm, the, '. 
, cost f"r t~~ two gr6up~'me#t'i.piit!la:,inpare;gt'4ph~(i,a):,anlr(b.Jab9;ve, '~~: be 

$725" OpO.· "'r:aking iritQ.ag#dun~· th¢ ,l,:imit~a :f'es6urc~'s' 01-" the Reparati'ons" 
F1lrl~' '1i:~e Aiherican. jo~nt: bi~~ffl?utiOri Colnmittee r€lquests.· .thea3:,l9Cati,::>ns· of 
$5'50,000 of the. abov.e 3725:,,000; for this .project J ,payabl~ in qUB(rteJ:"~Y in­
stallments of $85,000, 'during' t'he first year and apprarlmately $5(},OOO dur:­
ing the second year. . '. J 

. - . .~. . .. ;' ..:.. .' . '. . ,') ~,~ :,! '~'-' -. '. . ... 

There are in Ger~~y:""Austria,, an(j It?~y:,blttp8rt+c,~1~rly"JnG~er- , i',
many, many tho~s~ds of, ;'i~unJ~ cni]:Clren 'among .the·~~~Bla;~,ed,p~t:~,qns\,:pR~WCl~:~on,. 
TheireventJltdpe,rmanentl!:fil.~~e.\b~i~l1lnent ~s obvio~~Wl '::to)b_~;., 0~t-~id.,E!!,9f;;:;gi~:S~; . 
co~tries. 'A1thc)~g~' t,he;f;;p,~fi~cnlBJ:ht~l,1~ce' ~f;J; ph9.,fi4~d, R;i;iit.h,+;.:9~:§\;f!{~~~O}t. 
Auth()rities,:an~UN~" thEi~,~ is,:riei!ld, of',pr6pat~~49P:,;:f9.~,,:t:11~~:rt,eh'~pt'1i:!!Jt;~~l~.Ii
and . ermammt settlement 'iii 'other countr1:es,'ii1 :t'h-e formc>f,Q' va:i!iet"-~;,of",.:s'e~.v;"p, , ,', . ",'.," .... " .. , .. ' .. ,- ...... " ,.",." " ,".'. ,"...' """ .. Yi"., "".\,. " 
ices, including:, ediicatio~",'r,~creatipl} .an"! weifar'~;~, .,f:ot'~ '·*,l'lti~~,:\;pu~p'd:s,fj;st;$'t~' ;18· 
reque:sted that the. sum of'$~50JQ()O be made 8valiab:t$; in:,,:'qtia'htier;~::}p~t;~+,i+ 
ments during 1947 f.or. th~ "p~yment ?f teachers,' doctors",aI1'd :wel:fare,.!()r~erS . 
who Will be· specifically, c;:h,arged ~:th the r,ehabilitcition, or these,¢lii'lcir,Ein' . 
and for the necessary eqv.ipment and sllPplies lnvolvedi~ such, aprqgramme. 

MEBICAL" REHABILITATION. 

. ~'~"American Joi~t D+stri~ut10n Coromit-tee,,/~periep.ce '~n g~tt.li§\ny,· Aus~ 
tr~a>and Italy s+rlce 'lil:>:~:t,~:t:}i:onof these c,,?\mt~t!B has .d~m9Asti;~~'~~;that 
t;here are appro:xi.mately, 5,;QPO p'eraons eligible t.o bellefitfromt.J;l.::l R,epQ~a,... 

I .t.ions Fund, who~e,c"~p~G'ity~'()r.peirmanent sett1E!lD,~nt ,ei~ewnc3re ~~pE,>.n~s, upqn 'r" 

their ¢.edical rehablli!t'a:t;i<?,n'. Such remediable d,¢fec,ts,B.s th;ere,sults of r. ' 

.malnutrition, del1tB.l·iiegl~'d~, .eye dii3eases and the"like; atth~.:pre'senttime 

prevent them from beipg;c'o.n.sidered for visas in many 'countries, where they 

might otherwise hope toest:~bli'sh'them5elve5~ The 1arg~8tsingle grQup ate 


. those who suffer f·rom tubet,c;u;td,'sis, of whom, according to. medica;t. reports,:, . 


. the largest majorityareE;tl:il arres.t·able cases with, fav()\irabl~, :progt1osis It 
The amount and type 'of' cl;lI'e .need~d d.:i)',fers for e.achdiagno.s.tl'c,~;'g~o~p', . of. 
conditiona and conssqutmtly the c:Ost of caI"~ for ~aeh ~roup' -7.i.ii.~i!$er ,eor­
respondingly. Avai;!,:aple :tiiipr.~tiori sui~gestia ~average ~.;9stper, cas,e of 

'$500 for ,cohditions"other·. thtm.. 'tuberculosis. The t~bercUlar. patfents; 

., .' ,~". • : I . ,~". ~. . '::' ' .. ~." . • _ , ,,! 

\ ",.·f"'i~ l' .:...... " : ..'~~..~ •.,- 'I"~ ", '~'I'" • . ' " I 


'J'1""-;-:-,~~ _:~=:::-:::;:""::'~.~":';;:::::::_. '-~. ~<:, ': -i t,;;. ,,~~, ,,:'~iY~~R';:~ ...~,.;.:;"iI'f'~"_,,~~~,~..,;,."'"""!,"_ ,,~., ... '";+~~,:.!-~~~~;, :';;';'~~";';;":']i;u.,n. 
~:.l •.. "'.... r ...,:........~...,..~.......::oo~;::.~_ .....: .....;_,_-...~-...> - ~~:::r-..T-t'"..t;'..:W.....;p: ~ ......_ ;. ... .;.., •...::'l. '",:. :::.;'~.~.~t:::-.':;:"~'~':$.=-=~',"",-'"-~--"' •.-, ;:l.lJo<~~ ....,.;.. ~ """,",~~'f"~.",,,,,,:::,~__c."" .. ­
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,/ "~~'quar;ing prolonged medi91;ll care,. are est~te!i,toreq~t:.,~ expenc.U.:t~r,~ 
" .',?r$l;30~ p~r patie~tonar;taverage·. It isr~~~g~~~d tl1~:t. t~~,~~~UIl1:; i'~ 

'~fl exc;~~ss\,9f, the liIiii,t: s\lgg~'S'ted<fri .tne'Five..io,.P,e~er:M~e~~nt..' 9r(,.£,1;i!,t;~e,~f 
,.t: the ;R~~a~!it~on FUl}d, ~titl1a:~ng' regard- to1:)he" ~~ep~,£()if~J.:/n~tU;~e.,;~tr:tbj;rs·

/ gro~lem: it .15 proposed th~t'"an. exceptional' ,aJl]owancie·bEVmade~· :tn~"f;Jii's:~cas\!h
'/
V , '. ,'TIle bes~ ,Medf~ai apPt6ximationwb1~#-'i~'1la:s:,b~~P?tP~,~~~R+'~:tP' '. 

mal(e,~p" to, :t:.h1e,:,'J>9~Fi1t,t~ndi,ca.te8that about IJ[.I.Oc;):'~r:the,4)C:)0tY'\t~b'etcWlar 
pe:ti'~n~sca.n, be"prep~~ii~ ,J;oI.';," eii¢~r~tion, 'dup~ng"~WF'"at ,~,~y~t~~e' ,cost' of 
$l,3()O perf,>~tl:e~t,' ora totalof'$~j8~O!,OQO,~ 0l"'t:~e,J,j,~~~.ersons· hanM.,. 
capped. by C?,t";htm ciiseasesor phYsl,c'alconditi~n$~,"approid;~at-elit:~50a.tthe

" 

ave~age cds,t, fndicated"bo1tEf,~f""$500),Qo?ld ,'\1e prepar:er.l' for emj:"gIia~ion 
under pr~>p~r med~c&1: ,r~n.~RiUtativ~ treatmellt,and 8 ~otaitElUmpf'.2JOOOj000 

;.is therefore reqli.est~ed"for"a MedicSlRehabilit.ation Progranune::'to serve some, 
, ,1i150 people. ,It is ~~g~sfe,d ~hat this' sum be l~de. available ":in four quai:" 

t'i?:rly grant'~' of $,500;,000 \e~cli. " '. ' ,'" ~ ... ,~ " 

E,., 


1.:' n.~P. ,C8mPS , 


Inpreparatlon fort-he eventual oversea~ sEfttleinen;t;' ort-he ' 
250..000 Jewish DPis in G(trlIl8llY'; :Austria, and Italy, -i't-.i'sn~f.}e~s~rlthat 
vocational trail'}ingor re4~rafning.b$;,~de&vaf¥p.le ti:fa /l:a#~f"~i~mQ:#r'o.t 
this group~. ":A:~'. J,s tl1e,pract1se. in manytridning 'c~ritre,~ 'i[li!'Ger~';~u5trla:, 
an4,Ita~,~ ~o~ai,i0Ilt1~, ~~aining;! ~h9~1~ }>e; c,~~~~'9.,~,t.~ )'i0f.~~'Bt6~f;9~~'. ·.>Q~d~r, 
th~ssyst·Etmt,~~ t,rain~~sprodu~ec19tlUng .;~d!~~~~,rc,p'~o~~;l~~~(:'~A~~P':~t~·u.tg­
entlynee~ed .til th~diBplaced persons.: .This :combmatl:onof ·,v,ocati:ona::!:···.tta'in­
ing and' productlve~rk .~f'f~rf;.th•. t;~~~£or<1:ad~i~ge·:o~ ,;i~4il'ei.#g::~~¢.~:fi~a.ry 
ex-pens'es on reliet mid ,of cQostitutinga good' tehabf;:]J:1;;at±:v~;!;:@~;th~d;'~8rAthe 
persons concerned. At thepr.esent time facilities' fo~ sue!! .&".prqgf"aIf.I'!i:e: aI'~ 
most inad~quate. On the 'other hand" over 80% or~he pevds.h, Dj;~pl:a~~(lp~r.;;. 
sons are between the ages of l5and 40. A~ter apeticid of s:rxy'~rs;j±.n con­

. cent,ration calnps I it is 'clear that their, permanent est'ablisllrnEijit·,w, other 
oountries will depend very largely on .the .P9ss1bility ,of rend~ringthem 
employable before they emigrate overseas. . 

, . :aecaus~(Jfthecompl~eX4ty of' the '.. prohlem. and£,he 'yar~~ty of ..~~~. 
faotors involved, the per capita cost involved in esta.bli.s~gana:~operat.ing . 

. training centres cannot be preci'se+'y estimated. It is beHave-d, noweve:r:, 
that the sum of $1, 40Q,,000 can be usefully employ-ed' in vo;Ca,tioIlI3.1.:"rehe.bJi:llta­
tion during the. year, 1947,' and it, is requested. that this sum he made ayail­
able in four quarterly installments. . 

:2. E'RAi'iCE 

. As .s result of the temporary-asylum granted by t.beF'rench (lovem­
ment to severa.r thousand Polish Jews who will await in Fra.nce ,th'eQPportUni,ty 
for permanent estsbl;lshment in overseas oount]!ies~ there wiiJ. be" r~qUired' 
during 1947; asubs:t,antial increase in the facilities now provided th~ough 
American Joint Distribution Committeeasslstance for vocational "tra.ining a171(1 

Ire-training 

" ' " . 
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:.';{v·, , 
. ,.f~~i~~~i.1ing, .bott for y'oung. 'peop+e and'adults .. , 'T'qere are'approximat'e1y , 

, .: $'.';'900 per8Iim6be,~weeh the age's of 14 arid 18 years of age wrl(~ areat:pi'Els,ent 
, >~:J#{aer th,~ 'care' of agen:cies~ssistedDytl1eAmeric:an ;Joint D)i:$tcibiiti9Ii,G9Illm"!'!\ 

"J£:;J'ittee.;+~ 'ad,gi:ti'Oll', t~~'re.ar.'e,sever~l thQus.and'a.d~t~) either.now,.in :Fr,AAc:e ' 
'.',' or.;shprtlyexpected to,."arr~ve on t~e bas:isof therJ,ght Of temporary asylum 

•,wbicp' theEr.ep~h Government has griLr;lted. ,0n t'hebae:Esof an' averageannua1 ' 
/ '···..t~t:i:onandliving allowan(!e cost of $570 per P~I'soJ:h :the~um of '$500,000 

, in 'q~a.rteriy grants over a 'two year' period is requ~sted, for. ~ ,vocational train- ) 

1.l1gprograrmna. It is estimate,d that this wiDL prcriridefor t'hetr~~n:tng ot 
,appt''bx.f.m&tely. 900 ,persons.. ' 

tl , , . 2:,OOO.Jewlshd£splfaceq. .per:;oi,l:~ hav:er,t.l~eptly ·be.,n .adl¢::tte,d!f·r0J1l . 
.:;the' ;~amps. ,inq:~~~"~~;~J~~~~~:~,~o~ ,a temPQ~,~Y"~tay:LnBe~g!~' I?~1~~,flg,.'V 

il eventual es:t.abnshment overseas,. :, :A:s~~manyof. thel:ie .,perspf1,~'I?~":Roas~ol;,e should 
11 
#i 	

be, given appropriate vocational. training or re,.;trainihg.c91;trses.' Rr.ior to em­
~;. ' " ] .. igration. , There is requested ~he sum of $200,OO0ln.qua;rJ,:erl;t.in6't·a:i:lnie~~8 ,
,I 

, over' a ,two, year 'p.eriocl 'wnich,it is estimated, W;l11 :prov~,ctEifOr£he tr~ning 

l 
:; of a:pproximately~Ob pefBor).,s., . . , . . '~ , 

,I-V.GENERALPR0CEDURES, 

I 
;,\ 	 . .Inaccor9an~-e ,irl,th ,~h~·r,Elquirements. ,~~~,,;f,9~£}i}~:.~11'~;H\~~p.&PY~~­
~... meritial Comini-tteei'?:fiemorand~of August 8~h, ;L946,,~. ,;t.he;.Putiehr.¢,an ,.~o1nt ;Df'~t:r:tbu­'" :1. tionConimittee"Will' keep sepai:-ateaccount~s ofaujfUI)ds'. ',itdvnrie,e4": ,t'9,i,t' 'l~r .ex­

penditureon. tfrEi above proJects. 'll,he~e, w:i.1l.be~,eptin' sii~h' :fq,18,n :A~~o'~able 
~ : ,, your representat,lves to S~ti5fy thems~lvest;h·a.t;·,~&e, 'fl,U1qs.'·:fn>q~:e,'s't;i'6h'h¥~'e .'be~n ~. 

I 
dispursed solely. tor tl1.e purposes. for ','Wh~ch tPf:Yi ~~~r~',a:j;ftlh9r~~e4':~) ;~H'thq.s;~, , I 
projects which 'lend theniselv,~s tosl:lchrecordirig:;·:11oi,l,d!I\i.~I' nblills<,~:$1~·'\:!e,J:;t.(ept, 0.£.I 	 . the persons be,neffting,. together' withsuppor.tinif infor~tipn r~ga,:,rdf.ng' the ba'ck­

" 

ground and ident}tyof such' persons,; so that the,s1.igibility of, the·benefici­
arie,s may be verified tromtime to time,.as your ,~epi:e'8entative8raay, r'equlire. 
'We 'shall ~lBO be i~' th~"p'o,£si~tion to.proyf.desllch ,p~~riodieai repo.tt;s .~d :.I~in... 
ancial accountings 'ai;l .1o'ilr:·offfce may' request.. ,.,.' . , . 
.' , ' ";'. . '. '. 

, . , In thee:v;ent .thatexperience demomltr&tes. tha.t es~itnates oontained 
in the '.foregoing' ,.pf'0:je~t~·.li~j~ 'h~el('O:V~r'"'c)'r,;rund'~r.Aij,ciJ.~ili~;exp¢r',feIic:~~ :we'sfi,~'l:1::, 
put: forward amended'prop6:aals ·nth supporting eX~.Jjana.tionsfrom,tiriie'to., t:i:me 
for the re-..al:loca·t.1on ,or "]urids as b~tw~~~' oh.'pr:i:de'lft ,and ,~oth¢rj' ·i\i¢~."~·~~a:l­
locations however.; willo! -course, rem<dn wi.tluI,l' 1~heg6neral:tr~ewor.k 'of ,the 

. requirements of the, Repara.ti.ons }!,greement. '.,. 

fit'WB/brEi! 

} ,'.'" :.'/';);, ::..r 
'. ' .... 

, " 
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77. Gre&t. Russell Street. 
London, W. C.l. 

TEI~~pbo~e. '. .. . ' 
M\1-WD 3815'(6 lines) 

T~regrems: . 


. t1 Z:f:onilfuro. LOndonIf 

December l§tb., l~~S. 

Si:r . Herbert Emerson,' 
Director. ' .. " . . 
IntergOvernmental' Com5'}tt~e' 'OD:' ae~f~a'B,'
19,Bill Street', W.1. . 

Dee-r Sir Her-bert, . 

.'Xbeg t~refer. to 70ur letter of '~be'SthAuguet 1946. sddresf:led . 
to Mr. Ben-Button, and to ~. conversetion which 1. hed the pleasure of 
having wi tb. you subsequently when ;[ ~S in ~xldOllt in re~rll· to the 
funds which have been made avaUs,ble:, by Article 8 of the Final. Ac.t of 
the'Parla Conference on Reparat'lcina for the rehabtl!te.t1on:. andsett1ement 
of eligible Jewil!lh victims of Nazl act.1on;. 

We have. sof,ar riot submitted 8l&y}!)rogramme. ell requ~sted ·~7"·Y:OU. 
because we.;hed. hoped to ''be . in B poslti-on :t'o' present a same of':rii~ 
babilttationendsettlement on ,B fairly large ,ecaa. Unfc>.rtUnetely', 
circumstance.Hlhl?ve not yet mDde t:b!..t possible. Jewish refugees hEW'S. 
however, continued :to come to Palestine since the 15th of JUne', 1946. 
Bnd we think it best for us to submit :proJ~otB in r,t,1~rd to thef3e'~fugee8 
now, as wells.s, s' requ~8t for funds to cover Jew1sh..'%'8tugeesf·ro~~,9ip!p8 
whose admission has befin. aut};lo r-1 Se~ by thefales.tl_~ Gpvernment.,'fJe 
accord1cgl:Ysuomi'thei-e\1lith .the !ollowmg t'bl'ee pro~ee~tsi- . 

. ' "- .,' .' 

'I) . 

, . . 

, Doring theftv.e months 15th June .to +5th NOvEunber, 1940. the . 
Children end Jo'tltb.lmm1g~tl011 Ds'Pi. rtment (You.th AJ.:!ph.) of the JeW.1sh 

.Agency took charge of 1441 Jewish otphenedimmlgrents... Of that number. 

458 ate from ,countries WhlchcolDew1~hin the aoopfl of the Agr$8ment,... 

es f0110"8:- . 


.. 
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Th~ a.v~r,a~.·age of the,sa chi:1.dren 1 s 15 yearS,8Ild the p9·r:lod " 
. "'t:1f. ,~. .' .' '. .' '_' _', '" ' _ _ -' ­

for w~~ch:'t4&7'wi4;1 bf!' me;:hl~alned, educe,ted end, trained 1. 

two yein"s.a.: thefollowiJlg total cost: 


, ' 

. 	 MSirtterianee at L.120 p•.a.. ,L.240 
'Eqq.i-pment, 'medical ·care t 'p..nd 
'eduoation.81$l1~rv18ion 60, 

L.3QO 

Costo! ,housing 	 100 
, " 

, ,fot81 per: chUd , ;"'11:L~g,oo 

Toward~t.plsco-st, the ~ewl-sh Agency ~Hl ~ert8keto provide 
L.lOO per ~11d, ~us leavin;g B, balance of L.300(L.200 for " 
metntenence~ educetion. tra.lhlng,etc~, plu$ L.100 for~ouslng). 
We beg. tberef,ore. to G}>j)lyfora eontribu.~lon towards 'the ex­
pendit~;!.to be incurred fo~thel8 458cl;llldren. ~ountillgto, 
~_.131, "+UJ,.i 

2} ,3;Z60Adult l,Utfuee! 
, 	 , 

~lug th8 five months (15th June to 15th November, 1946-) t 
4150 adW.tJews ,over-the ege,of 16 entered Palest-;ne.,' So~.of 
these pe'rsori~' were ~n posaesstonof'lmmlgratlon'Certi,flcate;s~ , 
otheri,.reJ;lerm1t. ted to remain in Palestine 9Y the P~l~stine 
{}ov~nimeJl:t. "and,~helr :Dum~r"dedUcted frQm;h~ montlli71mmlg~&. ' 
tionqu.ots' ,at' 1500. 'Xnclud,ed8IgOngtbe4150 '~j(~$lit8 a~r ,
3.960x:efugeesfri:)m caunt,rles coming witl:ii~the sc'Q~ of the ' 
AgreemeJ,lt, e,8 follow.: - ' " 

,!usttta ' 
"'liD" , 

;, ' zecb.O'Slov&k1a 
,lPr~~ .. ' 
'Qerman.v 
Holland 
':~ 
ftland 

-	 2 "':', 
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REPRODUCED ATTHE NATIONAL ARCHiveS}: ­

'~,...__~~_,..-..:~'._i' p--•. , -';'.~'''<?'' 

t"'---::; 
, '--­

cj:!' 2925 

,ROumBnia . ,1C:)a5 
Yug~!3fWf8. 10 

, , 

. . - . ' . 

So~ ()f th98eadul~s were accompanied bydepen<ient -~ildren 
uriderthe ag$ of 16. "but for the purpose of this project 

on~)f~liults OVP.r 16 wi-ll-bEI- ta~n into eeoount.. 0Q,r,eiJt­

per'lance ove'i"' rilBJ:IY year's has shOwn that the average ,colt of 

settl1~ e.nd ~~bsorblDg :,tq,ecanomi61ife of en adult Jew in 

Pal:e,stine is ~tween L~OOO EmdL~ 700. Of "this e:rr;:endtture 

some, L.325 to -1.,.. 350 ttJ'lJ.at ,be provided from ve,rious public 

funds. end towaMs this we balto,apply for s contribution 9£ ' 

1..200 per' person. SIS follows:, , " • 


Aver~ cost of clothing. furniture 
k:ltebenequi:p!llGnt. etc. 1..40 

Maintenance . for two months 21 
lni tiel training "'_ 25 
MediC81 Elssbtance e.nd ineurenee 10 
Social eervices4 
Housing' . 100 

,~, 

The tot.sl required. under, t~1s heed. 1s. therefore. L.792.0(1). 

3) JewiSh ~fU&!e.B transferred fxO()Dl ~ru8.to Pales~lne 

, You ere' no doubt aware that the, PalestineGove~nt has 

recently authorized the tre,nafer of 2050 Jewish refuaees from 

Cyprus to, }le,lestlne. Qfwhom lO5(} were, to -be temporar:t13' accommodated 

in f Jewi ell' Agen.cy .camps.: 'end 1000 .in ;the Govemment camp. at Athllt. 

Of the 1050 refu,.eea going into Jewhh Ageuq' camps. 300 were to be 

granted Immigre.tion Certificates out of tb.e monthly Q.uota which was 

due on the 15th November. and 750 out of the quota duson the 15th 

December. ' As soon ~sth~ee 750' ~!We 1;,een :c1eared. a further 150 are. ' 

Bccording ,to the offioial annOUnCemellt. t.o be transferred, from cyprus 

toPalel;1Une to teke, their place.. V1enia~,. therefore, £'.81e17 e;e8tiir.ie 

that, until a new settlemnt i& reaohed in :regard to lewish immigration 

into Pale@~lne,750lJnm1grat1ou Certificates will be provided out of 

eech monthly8Cbe~lefor thj Jewish refugees wheare at present in t~. 


. Cyprus Camps. The .1'ulk r1 these ref~es come from cOtmtries within , " 
the scope of tbeAgreeimen~. and we shall require fo·r them. from the fun<1's 

- 3"; 
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/~i, I , ':" ,','. .", , . " . " , • "'" 	 ..,.I' .. " ,.':,\:avallabl*\tJ~' the Inter';'gove~~~~~l;".q()mm,~~~~ 'f()~ '$;~.E5' ~tpQsef
.I/ .' L.300 per.ch,.114.' endt.~?OO.",~:.,.l:iope,,.r:,;!,oo,,~t.ef.:ep,.rp:i,Dg".,t.o,"'~, .se~.me8 
~\' . 	 outUned above,., .,~~\'!,~~;~~~(~~~f.,9re. to 'p~ "' ,,:~,,~~t s,,~­

volviog f~g0,J3.tl~d'b~,~II!~~. ·~va-i:lahl(t to the ", 's}:i'~ncl•. to' ,be 
·:,u8~li,~l"'JI.i~ti,,~f,,~r/~~e, ~1l~~h6f theS8!reiugees ~tli.ru~/liJh~ t~y are ' 

gr~~!~r.::\'Imil1i]gr~tt6n:Cer.tff1es.tes. Accounts would be eubm,ftte'd 
fr9rii:ti~ ':tot1me for expendltureactuallymede, and. tbeJ\uid 
replenif.~~q.,.:ae~ordlngly~ We would 'suggestthBt for thispur.pose 
a sum' of' L;.400~OOO should now be set s, side.. ' . . .' 

TOIjl!ll Up,J haveth'e :honOll~ to su'bmtt ~~quest, for en 
initial allOQati~n oill.l.529.400. 88 follows: . , .. 	 . '. . 

Project
,', 

1. 45S',ohUd~ , 
, at 'L• .;oo' per Chl1d 137.400 

. " ." 1 

3gbo&dults . at .t. 200 per person 

Project) Advance ob: eccoWlt of. 
'refugees from Cfpl"118 lWOtc;>OO 

1,.1.329,400 

Further projects will be submitted to you.'C's circumetenQes permit. 

I shoul~ lilce to, eddth.et •. ' in acoordancewith the S1lgf~lIti(;)n 
contained' in your letter· of August 8th, 1946. we shall be glad. too 
produ,ee such, proofs e,s you may desire in regard to the ellgSibl1fty 
of the beneficiaries. and to keep separate iJocounts. duly audl.ted, 
for ~ amounts allocated by you. lil:rthel"mON, we would see tolt 
that the accounts should be of such n8.ture as to .enable Touto . 
verify tha.t .the funds in question bave been .disbursed 1501811 fO,r 
the parpos.es fOl" which they were authorised.: 

I earnestly hope that the projects s\lbmi t.ted above w:111 
receive youree.r~y considera.tion. ' 

Y01;1rS sincerely, 

(e~)E. Keplan.· 
. Treasurer. 

- 4 .. 	
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.:t:JtA'~8msrY'~' 1941... . . . 
, ',' . 

~ . , . '" '" ,':' :~ '" . 

. DeEir 'M;.'.Ja:ntpn~ 
, " ;:.. . . 

. 'lam.:.\i~1tingto thank you fQr yqur 10;tter. o.t:.:the9tbJ:6J!I.USry. 
1941,,·.enQlo~itig·R .letter from the T'I"8f:"I3Urerof t~ Jewish Agency . 
for Pel~8t.'ine:~ .Mr•.E. K!:lplentcon,'t~in1Dg thiieeprojects•. '. 

'. ", ,I qll"':;;~>~ " ~~#; ..::,:.~ "'.:;,l,1"!r" . 1',' • 'I>,,;",~ ...... h·,..·;~:'ti '~' "'H\~','" ;.'.~:~~.'.' •..: t,,- .;:,;; ,:~,..,:.;, "'" ,:'; ~',:"'.fr~:"",-" . ~ _,,;".- '':'(''i~' <t.~. ""i.~; \",.. ,', 
As you ·~tial)likDOW.th:~I,.·G:.C.R'·.b8's liot1&tre!ee~.:l:':f;~'n.;o;:~.;:;,;.; . 


funds fromB8par~t1ons.·but hopes1t \fiJI, do so in. ,t;he Dt?Bt,." ..... re,.. 

MeanUme,th& thre.eproJects submitted. by Mr. ,:hplan '1111 ~~r~~lned. .' 

and mould. ~:further 1nforms~loJ'). be neoe'eBaq in l'9gsFd tiC t~\ 

yOU\f111 ·be e44rea8ed lndu.ecourse. ". '. . :. 


: ;- '. -' - . , .' 

" ~ 

'. Director•. 
, :,.,'" 

J. Llnton.E'sq., .'. . 

The Jewish; Jlg$ncyfor."Palestlne.

11 f Great. Bu._:n" 'St. 

WC.l~ 

..-j ., 
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EY M 0 U R J.- R U SI N PHONE:: REpUBLIC 0504 
• , • '! / 

" CABLE: AOORESS: RUBINLE:XATTORNEY AT LAW 
ii' ,'," /\S' 

!8.22 JEFFERSON PLA<;:tt, N.W, 

~g!t8 DI-C - WASHI'NGTON 6,0, C. 
I ~ f : 9 PM 5 2 I, 

Decem.b~~ 8, 1948 
"" I:: i fit (.J T 0f~" STATE 

I 
I 

Hr. Charles-E. Saltzman 

Assistant Secre"tary of State 


for Occupied Areas 


I 
Department of state 

I 
 Dear llh'r. Saltzman: 


I 
 The,A,merican Jewish Comil1ittee, whom I represent, is deeply interested in 

certain problems arising out of Military Government Law No. 59 on resti ­

tution of identifiable property which became effective November 10, 1947. 


~ 


It 'would seem desirable that the deadline of December 31, 1948 for the 
filing of clail1l$ under this Law should, in the interest of equity and 

1,justice, be .extended. It is unde1 stood that numerous representations have 
been made to the Department of state ,and to the Office of Military Govern­
ment in the United States Zone of Ge:t:'lnany to the effect that ~ six-months' 
~xtension is desirable and necessary. In any case, and even in the event 
of such an extension, the American Je'w1.sh Committee considers the question 
of interpretation of certain provisions of :Military Government Law 59 
to be of the highest importance in connection with this problem. The 
question of interpretation v~ll be greatly magnified ih importance, of 
course, should an adverse decision on the proposed extension be taken. 

The particular provision to which I refer is contained in Article 58, 
paragraph 6, of Nlilitary Government Law 59. That paragraph provi~es that 
lithe period of limitation provided for in paragraph (b)(l) of thia-;; 
section shall be deemed to have been complied with by the filing ~ a~ 
'VlI'itten petition with the Central Filing Agency, although it is iuso te 
or in improper form. If . ........ 

r.n· 
4.-'"

It is the view of the Committee that the provision quoted will pe~t 
claimants to file, before the December 31, 1948 deadline, documents in the 
nature of a notice of claim, and to" amend such notice of claim at a later 
date when it is possible to obtain the fac"Gs and the data necessary for 
the filing of a complete formal claim. In view of the purposes of Military 
Government Law 59 and particularly the statement in Article 1 that it is 
the purp0se of that Law lito effect, to the largest extent possible, the 
speedy restitution of identifiable propertyll, and in view of the difficulties 
encountered by claimants 'in the obtaining of inforw~tion, in communications, 
etc., it seems clear that the provisions of paragraph 6 of Article 58 should 
be broadly construed. The question of construction of this paragraph is, 
as you v,ill agree, of the utmost interest and importance• 

. - "1 411;J I"r 
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It would be very much appreciated if the Department of state could confirm 
to the Committee that the interpretation suggested above is to be given to 
paragraph 6 of Article 58, in the view of the Department. It would also' 
appear to be appropriate if the Department were t6 secure an authoritative 
interpretation along these lines from the Office of the Legal Adviser in 
the Office of lI.tilitary Government in the United states Zone of Germany., 
Any advice which you rnight be able to give the Committee on these points 
would be of great help and would be highly appreciated. 

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

33301.1 




I 

~. 
__~~__~_____ 

Entry c. DF 6''tjt:f;-''4C;) 
--t---..'~FiIeL/6j, /l Gpl !I-:J.J t:;i 

Box 193f' 

./ 

333012 



333013 




June 1945~', ,. 'F 
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copy of the~Seventh 
wrl~;~,:e,~}'by", 

th€i';,R':&; A, " 
"'.'" ' ',; 

of 

REPRODUCED AT THE NATl;NAI. A~CI'WE~" 
• 't. t" 

o 

HEADQ,UARTERS SEVENTH' ARMY 

G-2 STR~TEGIC SERVICES SEQTION 


,APO 758' US 'ARMY 


''''. 
" 

22 

, 
( , 

SUBJECT: 	 Report on DACHAU. 

TO 	 Director, Office of Strategic Services" 
Washington, D., C. ' 

1. Enclosed ,you will find a 
Army report on DACHAU"apart of which was 
Second Lieutenants Meyerhoff and Glazier of 

! ' Branch who are assigned to",this unit., 

'2. It is hoped that this report will prove 
interest and use to your office. 

" 

C?Je.j
~{~RD CROSBY 

. 
Major" AUS 
Commanding 

1 Incl: Report on DACHAU. 

" 

... 1 
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