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F OR E W 0 R D 

DACHAU, 1933 - 1945, will stand for all time 
as one of history's most gruesome symbols of in
humanity. There our troops found sights, sounds 
and stenches horrible beyond belief, cruelties so 
enormous 8.S to beincomprehensible to the normal 
mind. DACHAU and death were synonymous. 

No words or pictures can carry the full 
impact of these unbelievable scenes but this report 
presents some of the outstanding ,facts and photo
graphS in order to emphasize the type of crime 
which elements of the SS committed thousands of 
times a'day, to remind us of the ghastly capabil 
i ties of certain olasses of men, to strengthen our 
determination that they and their works shall 
vanish from the earth. L ,,. 

The sections comprising this report were I 
! 
\prepared by the agencies indicated. They remain 

substantially as they were originally submitted in 
the belief that to consolidate this material in a 
single literary style would seriously weaken its 
realism. 

WILLIAM oW. QUINN 
Colonel, G.S.C. 
A C of S,G-2 
7th U.S.Army 
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.. 
DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAM P 

OBS Sectionh Seventh Army. 

SUMMARY 

At Dachau the only objeotive of the inmates was 

to sunive under the most primi tive and oruel oondi tions which constantly 
threatened their sanity and physioal existenoe. Little more than this was 

. 	 humanly possible. As a result of these abnormal oonditions~ this camp of 
30,000 men oannot be compared to the struoture of any normal sooiety 
differentiated by 800ial olasses, politioal, religious~ or professional 
affiliations 0 Hence, neither normal moral standards nor normal politioal 
or sociologioal oriteria are applioable to the Dachau situation. 

The inmates of the camp did not act as members 
of their former social 01as6 or as representatives of political or re

i!ligious groups--whether they were professional men, workers, intellectuals. 
Communists» nationalists, CatholiCS, or Protestants--, but only as human 
beings in a struggle for survival against starvation and mass murderso " 

t' "' This was true as muoh of the minodty of those who took charge of the in
ternal organization of the oamp under the SS as of the majority of those 
who did not. 

Living under these abnormal conditions, the 
inmates, espeoially those who had gained a position of some power and 
security, were frequently degraded and degenerated to a criminal level" 
copying the methods and practices of the 5S for their own proteotion and 
benefit. Because so many of the administrative positions were held by 
German prisoners, rather strong anti-German sentiments developed among the 
non-German inmates of the camp. 

The only form of self-organization among the pri 
" i 

soners took place within the framework of the 
internal organi zation of the oamp. The "Labor 
Allocation Office" (Arbeitseinsatz) and its 
subsidiary branches was the key agency which 
was successively in the handa of different 
cliques who frequently abused their position 
of power for the sake of personal advantages. 
These groupflwere composed largely of Ge:nne.ns 
until the last six months. 

Otherwise, the level 
of existence in the oamp together with the in
sidious system of internal controls~ whereby 
prisoners themselves were placed in the service 
of the SS~ did not permit the emergenoe of any 
organi zatione.l form. There Was no underground 
organization or politioal activity in the 
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aocepted sense of the word. Even expressions of mutual help and solidarity 
among members of the same national group never transcended the level of 
personal relations between people bound·qy friendships, oommon background, 
and language. They never took the form of organized aotion. 

Only during the last phase of the oamp, an organizational 
network was set up between leading representatives of various national
ities whioh led to the fOI"IIlfltion of the Itlnternational Prisonerc Committee" 
--today the highest authority in the oamp. Thi s CODllli ttee was conoerned 
entirely with matters of self-help in preparation of the eventual liber~ 
ation of the camp. It has never been dominated qy any politioal program 
or orientation. 

This report is based on two days' investigation of oondi
tions in the Daohau Conoentration Camp. It does not intend to give either 
an exhaustive history of the oamp or a comprehensive survey of all aspeots 
of oamp lifeo Numerous reports are in the prooess of being written which, 
when completed, will give a full picture of the Daohau Conoentration Campo 
This report is oonoerned primarily with one aspect of life in Dachaul the 
internal organization of the oamp. the evidenoe of self-administration 
among'the prisoners and the emergenoe of special oontrol and pressure 
groups, as well as the position of the various sooial, political, and 
national groups within this organizational framework. 
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HISTORY 
Dachau is the oldest Nazi conoentration camp. 

It was set up in March 1933 and constructed to house a maximum of 
between 8,000-10,000 prisoners. It was designed to serve as a camp 
for German political prisoners and Jews. Early 1935, however, the 
first criminal prisoners arrived in the oamp and, ever sinoe then, 
the camp has inoluded a small minority of oriminal prisoners. The 
ori~inal number of ibmates grew substantially in 1937 after the 
German annexation of Austria and Czechoslovakia. During the war the 
prisoner body'was further increased steadily through the influx of 
political and military prisoners from the oocupied territories and 
through numerous transports arriving from other German conoentration 
oamps. The first Polish prisoners arrived in 1940, to be followed 
in 1941 qy prisoners from the Balkan countries, and in 194, qy the 
first RU8sian prisoners. Throughout this period the camp also ab
sorbed a large number of prisoners from the occupied Western ooun
tries, espeoially France. 

While the total number of inmates fluotuated-
awing to incoming and outgoing transports and .the systematic policy 

. of extermination in the oamp...it was generally, during the war, be
tween 22,000 to 30,000; roughly three times the maximum oapaoity of 
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the oamp. It reaohed its peak sometime in 1944 when, numerous trans , . 
ports arrived from the evaouated oonoentration oamps in the East 
(e.g., Ausohwitz), the West (e.g., Natzweiler) and inside Germany. 
Daohau then held more than 60,000 prisoners andinoluded all entire 
network of smaller subsidiary campa looated in its immediate sur- ' 
roundings. These over-orowded condi tions were largely responsible 
for the subsequent inorease in the death rate at the camp. Aside 
from the offioial murders by the SS, thousands and thousands of 
prisoners died during the fall and winter of 1944 from starvation 
and typhus. 

Shortly before the oamp was 11 berated, the:! ' 
'" Nazis sent out a large transport of special prisoners, oonsisting~i 

I!r' ohiefly of RUSSians, Poles, Germans, and Jews.' The Nazis also 
I; evacuated the so-oalled "honorary prisoners" (Ehrenhaeftlinge), i.e.,I! the famous political and religious hostages they held at Dachau'jI,
·1 (Niemoeller, Schuschnigg, Daladier, Blum, etc.). Plans to destroy
I 

the entire camp were apparently foiled at the l'ast moment. At the 
time of liberation there were about 32,000 prisoner~ left in Daohau. 
The daily rate of people dying of exhaustion, starvation, and typhus 
was about 200. It is now between 50 to 80. 

COM POSITION 

The inmates ,of Daohau oan be classified acoor

ding to two categories: (a) by nationality, (b)"by the type of 1.'1 
orimeof which they were accused. The differentiation by nationalities t 
of course, only arose during the war when the camp began to include 1'1 
different national groups. Before the war the nwnber of forel gners r 
was insigpifioant. German, ,Austrian, and JeWish prisoners repre ~ , 

sented the numerically strongest groups. 

Duri ng the war, the Gennans and Austrians tie
came a numerical minori ty. ' The numerically strongest na.tional group 
were the Poles, followed by the Russians, French, YugoslavB,Germans, 
Jews, and Czechs. A rough estimate at 1 May 1945 gives the following 
statistical creak-down; Poles: 9,200; Russians: 3,900; French: 3,700; 
Yugoslavs s 3,200; Jews: 2,100; Czechoslovaks: 1,500; Germans: 1,000; 
and a ntunber of other national groups (Belgians, Hungarians, I ta.lianl'l, 
Austrians, Greeks, etc.) below 1,000•. The average number of Germans 
held here during the war, however, was about 3,000. Some two thou
sand Germans were evacuated and killed in the last big transport a 
few days before our occupation of Dachau. 

Al though it was the practice of the camp nlanage
ment to keep the various national groups mixed up with each other, 
members of the different nationalities· always retained a natural 
sense of, belongingness, solidarity and group-feeling. 
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The prisoners were further divided aooording 
to the type of orime of whioh they were found guilty indioated by 
differently ooloured patohes worn on their uniforms or work-olotheso 
The most important patches were the red one's identifying poli tioal 
prisoners, the green identifying oriminal prisoners, and the black, 
identifying "asooial" elements, i.e., people who had violated labor 
regulations, oommi tted sabotage, eto. There were numerous other 
patohes (pink, purple, yellow) identifying other orimes. Prisoners 
of war sent to Daohau were treated and designated as political pri
soners. I 

i· , ! I 

t 
i 

As far as the prisoners themselves are oon
oerned, the oamp was divided sharply only between two groups: the 
"reds" or political prisoners and the "greens" or criminal pri
soners.. The SS tried to break down this distino,tion by an ingenious 
system of oreating a "prisoners' elite", oomposed of both "reds" 
and "greens", which assumed power over the internal organization of 
Daohau, oontrolled and frequently terrorized the oamp in the name 
of the SS, but formally independent of the SSG This system of in
ternal organization will be disoussed in the following seotion.. 
However, despite this organization of internal oorruption and terror, 
by which the 5S exercised its control indirectly, the mass of 
politioal prisoners oontinued to live in sharp separation from and 
opposition to the "criminalS" and most of the prisoner bosses wnom 
they despised, feared and hated. 

It is impossible to olassify prisoners aooord
ing to any other category--elther by social status, class, baokground, 
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or qy previous political and religious affiliations. These faotors 
dividing people in a normal type of society are totally inapplioable 
to the situation at Dachau where people lived the most abnormal kind 
of existenoe imaginable. Regardless of origin, education, wealth, 
politics, or religion, people living in Dachau for a certain time 
were gradually reduced to the most primitive and cruel form of 
existenoe--motivated almost exolusively by fear of death. They no 
longer acted a8 fanner bankers, workers, priests, Communists, in
tellectuals or artists, but primarily as individuals trying to sur
vive in the physioal oonditions of Daohau, i.e., trying to esoape 
the constantly threatening death ~ starvation, freezing, or execu
tion. Some may still have thought of themselves in terms of their 
former social and politioal background or labels; but it i8 impor
tant to ask to what extent these old social labels determined their 
actions during the time of their imprisonment at Dachau. As far as 
we Qould asoertain, these factors are oompletely irrelevant for 
explaining the behavior of the inmates of Dachau. Living oonditions 
in the camp were such that all former professional, sooial and pol
itioal distinctions were gradually obliterated. People still behaved 
differently, some well and oourageously, others evil and oruelly; 
but these differences cannot be derived from or identified with their 
former social labels (Whether aristooratic, military, intellectual, 
or proletarian), but simply reflect the different personal reaotions 
of individuals to a situation in which all are reduced to the most 
primitive social level of a struggle for mere physioal survival. 

8 
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ORGANIZATION 
The organization of the oamp was based on the 

system of indireot rule~ There were two separate spheres of controls, 
(a) the external oontrol apparatus of the SS Guards, (b) the internal 
control organization in the hands of the prisoners themselves. 

The organization of the S8 Guards is compara
tively unimportant. It followed the rebular pattern of this para
military outfit. The key positions seam to have been the "oamp com
mandant", in charge of the entire 58 establishment Dachau, next, the 
S8 leader, in charge of the labor gangs and transports (Arbeitsein
satzfuehrer); and finally the position of the intelligence officer 
(Vernehmun~sfuehrer) of the Political Division, in charge of security, 
discipline, and punishment. 

These men, however, and their subordinates ex
ercised hardly any direct control whatsoever. Instoad, they used as 
instruments for their rule the internal organization of the camp in 
the hands of the prisoners themselvas. This internal organi zation 
of. the prisoners followed the regula.r pattern of a Nazi hierarchioal 
rsgLne. It was headed qy a camp senior (Lageraeltester)} under the 
camp senior there were (a) the seoretary (Lagerschreiber) and his 
etaff, in charge of the records, (b) the chief of police (Polizei
£'uehrer) and the camp police (Lagerpolizei), and the Chief of the 
Labor Allocation Office (Arbeitseinsatz) and his staff, in charge of 
all aspects of work performed inside and outside the camp. The 
Labor Office sent out the "work details" (Arbeits Komrnandos), of 
which there were about 160., each headed by a foreman called the "Capo". 
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Together wi th the camp senior these agencies and their ohiefs formed 
the central authority of the camp. 

The camp was further divided into "blooks" 
(Blooks) and "cells" (Stuben). And each block and each cell, in 
turn, had its "senior" and "secretary", called Blockaeltester (Stu
benaeltester) and Blockschreiber (8tubenschreiber) respeotively. 

This system of internal contro Is served the 
interests of the 55 most effectively. In order to ded wi th the 
enormous number of prisoners, they only had to deal through the men 
of the oentral authority to whom the subsidiary camp authori ties 
were responsible. The 55 issued general orders; the partioulars of 
oarrying these orders ,out were left to the internal organization of 
the prisoners. 

It was the familiar Nazi teohnique of indirect 
rule. To, guard against sabotage under this set-up, the SS at Dachau, 
as everywhere else, employed its own systems of prisoner spies and 
informants inside the camp and applied the most ruthless forms of 
terror whenever necessary. As agents the 58 made partioular use of 
the minority of criminal prisoners (about 700)--sometimes disguised 
by red patches as political prisoners. 

Under these conditions it is evident that to 
be part of the camp administration afforded the best possible means 
of survival. In an official position the individual enjoyed not only 
a certain sense of personal power and security, but could also nego
tiate deals which brought him and his friends certain small privi
leges in work, food, clo~hing, and living conditions. Hence, the 
struggle for survival in the camp to the extent'that it was manifested 

lin overt aotions frequently took the form of fighting for power 

through the camp administration. In this process, of course, certain '\ 


groups emerged among the political prisoners who seized positions of k 

control and exploited them for their own personal benefit and for , ,
,····: ' 
that of members o.f their group. Moreover" in an atmosphere, filled 
with terror, fear, threats, starvation and death, many of the old Ilegitimate political prisoners themselves beoame corrupted and de l 
generated to the level of the criminals, i.e., used the brutal, h,·
criminal methods of the 55 and the II greens'·. F 

J '. 

There are numerous reports about thefts, 
beatings, and killings by political "caposlf in different positions. 
When this stage was reached where prisoners persecuted fellow pri 
sonera instead of preserving a sense of oommon solidarity, the suc
cess of the 5S method of control was, of course, oomplete. However, 
it would be incorrect, as pointed out above, to identify these groups 
with any social or political label. Even when they abused their 
power.to the exoess of criminal activities, they never acted as 
representatives of a definite sooial or politioal ~roup, but merely 
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as people who, having 8uoceeded in seizing a position.of limited 
power, exploited this position for personal advantages and favors. 
That so many formerly genuine polltioal prisoners succumbed to this 
pressure and sank to a criminal level of existenoe was one of the 
real tragedies in plaoes like Daohau. 

GROUPlNGS OF PRISONERS 
LAWR AlJ..OCATION OFFICE, Of all the adminis

trative agencies within the internal organization of the oamp, the 
Labor Allooation Offioe (Arbeitseinsatz) was the key offioe. Thi~. 
offioe allocated the labor requirements for the different "work com
mandos" (Arbeitskommandos) and also determined the composition of 
the transports whioh were shipped out from Dachau. Both functions 
were of the highest importance insofar as the nature of work fre
quently determined one's means of subsistence (e.g., agrioultural 
workers were generally better fed and oould smuggle food be.ck into 
the camp) and insofar as transports were greatly feared sinoe their 
destinati.on was generally unknown. To the extent that the prisoners 
had any voioe or pressure on their use and disposition, this was 
exercised through the labor office. 

The offioe was run entirely by prisoners. The 
staff consisted of a chief, several assistants and a group of olerks. 
The office maintained files whioh contained all personal data perti 
nent to the allocation of individuals for work of various kinds. 
The three main sources of employment at Daohau were (a) work inside 
the oamp, (b) work at the SS oamp, (0) work on farms and in faotories 
in the area. The lists of people to be shipped off on transports 
was usually compiled from those prisoners who were not part·of a re
gular ''Vioro ng Commando. ft . 

In operation, the S8 Labor Leader (Arbeitsein
satzfuehrer) simply informed the ohief of the Labor Office to have a 
certain number of men ready at a oertain time for work or for ship
ment on a transport. The selection of the men for ~ny given assign
ment was largely left to the Labor Office itself, whioh drew up its 
lists in consultation with the block and oell seniors. It would be 
easy, however, to exaggerate the extent to which the Labor Offioe 
enjoyed freedom of action in these deoisions. In many matters, es
pecially in the cases of transports which were poli tically important, 
the S8· office would hand down a list of people whom it wished to have 
included in the assigilnent. 

Nevertheless, the pOSitions in the Labor Offioe 
Ilnd the subsidiary oonnnand over the "work commandos,'l afforded suffio
ient power to serve as an inc6ntive for individuals and groups to 
seize these positions and defend thom aGainst outsiders. Historically 
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these groups were Germans simply beoause Ger.mans were the oldest in
habitants ot the camp. As far as we could traoe the developments 
baok, some kind of a group or clique seems to have first formed in 
1937 under an Austrian Socialist by the name of Brenner. The 
11 Brenner Group" in the Labor Offioe inoluded both German and Austrian 
Socialists. After the release of Brenner, it was superseded by a 
oombination of German Socialists and Communists under a certain Kuno 
Rieke (Socialist) and a certain Julius Schaetzle (Communist). This 
oombination and theil' staff were in oontrol of the Labor Office until 
June 1944 when Sohaetzle was suspeoted of oonspiratorial aotivities 
and shipped off in a transport. Rieke died shortly thereafter in the 
oamp. A temporary regime sucoeeded the Rieke-Sohaetzle group until 

, , September 1944 when a new re~1me gradually took over eliminating all 
Germans from positions ot influenoe in the Labor Office. This last 
group, oomposed primarily ot Alsatians, Lorrainers, French, Luxem
bourgers, Belgians, and Poles, is still in charge of the Labor Office 

,I.' 
., 	 today• 

None of these groups can be considered as under
groundJ none of them represented a political body. There was no 

, 
" 
I 

I" 	 evidence that these people acted as members of a political group 
'Ii; 	 with a definite political program or purpose. These men held to

I: 
!i gether in their ~wn small group or clique for the personal advantages 

Ii their position offered them in the generally miserable conditions of
I. 
j: 	 the camp. This is not to say that they did not try to take care of 


friends. But the favors they could dispense were on such a personal 

basis and on such a iow level of small physical ~mprovements that they 

could never torm the basis for any organized activity or relationship. 

I t was simply part of the 11ving conditiona in the camp and part of 

the control system set up by the 5S whioh placed certain of the groups 

of prisoner6 in positions of minor power. And these same faotors were 

equally responsible for the degeneration of many of these men to a 

level of criminal activity against their own feilow-prisoners. Since 

Germans, being the oldest inmates, had generally seized oontrol of 

most of the positions of influence in the administrative apparatus in 

the camp, the other national groups naturally developed distrust, 

antag9nism, and frequently intense hatred of these German prisoners. 


OTHER POSTS OF CONTROL: The Genlla.ris, however, 
were not alone in charge of all the leading positiona. The key post 
of the camp senior, for instance, was held by a certain Melazarian, 

.;.\an Armenien and former Red Army officer; and many of the block and 
cell senior as well as the "Capos" of the "work commandos" were " 

ohosen from different nationalities. Melazarian had so oompletely 
sold out to the 55 and was so generally hated by all the inmates of 
the camp that he was alnlost beaten to death after occupation and fin ," ally executed by American troops. The. same fate befell the Gern&l 
chief of the camp poli,ce, a certain Wernicke. But even the generally 
rather strong feelin~s against Germans are not universal, for in place 
of Melazarian who was dismissed before our occupation, a certain Oskar 

12 

333028 




REP RODUCEb ATTHE NATIONAL ARCHIVES; 

t,- ! 


~'. ' 


f' 
i 

~ 
r:. 
f . 

It 
I
,.. 

F 
r: 

r,.,, 

r 

i 

;~ 

Mueller was appointed "camp senior". Although a German and a fonner 
Communist. Mueller enjoys the respect and admiration of the represen
tatives of all national groups. At present he is also a member of the 
"International Prisoners' COmmittee", to be discussed below. But as 
in the case of the people who abused their position of power, so in 
the case of Mueller who did not. His former political views, as he 
himself stressed, have nothing to do with his present activities in 
the camp. He has performed his funotions for the benefit of all the 
inmates in the camp in order to save what can humanly be saved under 
the disastrous conditions of life in Dachau without any other aim or 
motivation. 

NATIONAL GROUPS, There was no or~anized activity 
in the oamp in any other form. Even the national groups which formed 
more or less natural divisions in the camp did not develop any organi
zational form. Bonds between prisoners speaking the same language 
and possessing the same national background naturally existed; but 
these personal bonds did not result in any organizational expression 
or in overt activities of any sort. Men of the same nationality stuck 
together in order to preserve their sanity and to prolong their physi
cal existenoe. In the course of time, however, certain natural leaders 
emerged out of these national groups and these unofficially recognized 
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leaders within the various nationalities, in turn, were eventually 
responsible for the only real organization which has existed in' 
Dachau; the "International Prisoners' Committee" which is the 
highest prisoner' authority in the camp today. There were no "inter
national" relations on the basis of oommon polltical or sooial 
grouping;. For ex&mple, no kind of unifying element seemed to exist 
between Russian and German Communists, or between French and Polish 
Catholics. Nor did people of anyone national group seem to show 

i, 	 any marked preference for members of their own80cial 01as8 or 
poli tical affiliation as distinguished from compatriots with a dif
ferent social or poUtical background. This indifference clearly 

Ii, 	 showed the levelling influenoe of life Under the primitive, dan,I;, gerous condftions of Dachau which gradually blurred all former 
sociological and poUtioai distinotions. 

ll' 

INTERNATIONAL PRISONERS' COMMITTEE (IPC): 
When American troops entered Dachau on the evening of 30 Apri! they 
found an "International Prisoners' Comrui ttee" (IPC) functioning in 
the camp. The IPC was in complete control of the oamp. Mqst of 

r i.; 	 the 88 Guards had fled together with most of those prisoner elements 
, I 	

who had oooperated with the sa and had themselves been' guilty of 
mal treatment and murder of f'ellow-iJllllllt8s. ' 

The ori gins of the IPC go ,bAok to sometime ' 
in September of last year when Allied military successes in the 
West promised the possibility of an early liberation o'f the priso
ner.. A emaIl group of inmates employed in the camp hospital 
served as a nucleus for the IPCJ an Albanian (Ruci), a Pole 
(Nazewski). a Belgian (Haulet), and a Br'i tish-Canadian (O'Leary);. 
They established contact with representatives of other nationalities. 
RUSSian, French, etc., and also oooperated with one German, the 
above-mentioned Mueller, who was a recent arrival in the camp. 
Aside from Mueller, the "hospital nuoleus" of the future IPC, did 
not work with a~ Gennanpri80ners. They were too muoh afraid of 
the spies working among the Germans. 

The aims of this group Were simple. They 
wished to prepare for the advanee of the Americans, eave as 'many 
lives as possible in the last oritical ph_se before liberation, and 
keep a record of criminal SS activities and personalities. In this 
program they seem to have been quite suooessful. Sinoe" +~8t Deoem
ber they tried to keep certain key inmates a8 "patients" in the oamp 
hospital where they enjoyed a oertain protection. They likewise 
enlisted the help of a great number of block and c~ll seniors to 
oontrol the activities of oriminal elements among the prisoners and 
to nip in" the bud any provocative action whioh the SS might use'to 
unloosen mass massaores. They prepared lists of orimes and criminals 
among the SS and their prisoner stooges. Finally, they tried to keep 
informed about the advance of the Allies, listening to foreign broad
cast., and spread the news by their men throughout the camp. When 
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American troops were near Augsburg, they even established contaot 
through prisoners working on farms in that area. 

The building up of this rather olosely-knit 
uetwork of activities was facilitated qy the gradual disintegration 
of SS controls during the last m~n~8i the. replacement of old as 
Guards, the comparatively small number of guards toward the end (about 
260), and confusion created by orders and oounter-orders from higher 
headquarters. In the last days before liberation, the IPC oame 
praotically out into the open. On '27 April, for example, a large 
transport of 6,700 Russians, Poles, Ge~ans, and Jews.as scheduled 
to leave the camp. By changing national identity patches and padding 
the camp records, 1,000 Russians were "hidden" in the camp and 
escaped the transport and destruction. Of this transport only 60 
men survived the massaore staged by the SS guards on the road south 
of lIunieh. 

On the following day, the IPC actually issued 
oirculars informing their fellow-prisoners that the oommittee had 
taken over, that they should stay in their barraoks and maintain law 
and order so as to prevent provooations. An attempt by the S8 to 
evacuate another transport on the evening of 28 April failed .when 
the inmates simply did not leave their barracks. Besidea this Simple 
aim of organizing for the purpose of saving as many lives as poSSible, 
the IPC did not have any program. There was no political activity 
of any kind; and no sooial differentiations within the group. Even 
the national distinction whioh exoluded the Germans (except for 
:Mueller) was not aotively directed against the Ge~an inmates of 
the oamp, but rather a proteotive measure to guard against possibie 
sabotage of their efforts by German prisoners who were at the ser
vioe of the S8. Thus even the aotivities of the one well-organized 
group emerging in the camp proved that the only rationale for organ
izing any group aotivity under the conditions of Daohau was derived 
entirely from the primitive motive of personal survival, and not 
from any sooial, politioal, or religLous alsooiations. 

The IPC is now the highest prisoner authority 
in the camp. At present it is headed by a former Soviet GElner&! 
(Miohailow)l the Belgian Raulot is Vice-President. The committee 
haa daily meetinge wi th the a~y authorities and is chargad with 
oarrying out the orders issued by the American oamp oommandant. 
SUMoDlilittees for all basio neoessities, police, food, sanitation, 
work, disciplinary measures, eto., have been established. In this 
way the Committee and its various branohes oontinues to alsiet in 
the proceBs of maintaining order ~n the oamp and preparing the con
ditions for the release and repatriation of the prisoners at Dachau. 

IS 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES; 

DACHAU, CONCENTRATION CAMP AND TOWN 

PNB Section, Seventh Army 

INTRODUCTION 
There are no words in English which can ade

quately describe the Konzentrations-Lager at Dachau. 

In spite of the fact that one had known of its' 
existence for years, has even spoken to people who had spent some 
time there, the first impression comes as a complete, a stunning shock. 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES.; 

One had always had - in the baok of onels mind - the reservation 
"But surely it is impossible for human beings to do this to other 
people." 

The first thing that was seen outside of the 
Camp was a train of some forty railway cars of all types - mostly 
flat carst a few box cars and two or three ancient third class rail 
way carriages. In each of the oars horribly thin corpses were 
lying in all postures t each clad in the pyjama-like uniform of the 
ooncentration oamps. They lay in their own refuse. Some corpses 
lay on the gravel road-bed, exaotly where they fell when they were 
ordered out of the cars. There were two or three by almost every 
oar door or gate. These were the few who were left alive when this 
weird train with its ghastly cargo arrived outside the ~te to the 
camp in the afternoon of the 28 April; for these unfortunates were 
alive when they were loaded on. They were expeoted to be dead by 
the time they reached Daohau, so that their corpses could be done 
away wi th in the famous crematory. 
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On the spur going direotly into the Camp was 
another train that had reoently been unloaded. Human refuse was 

. . 

still oaked on the floors of the boxoars that had been the death 
ohambers of unknown human' beings. 

Amerioan troops had arrived before the un
loading of the tre.in on the main line had been oompleted. At this 
writing proof positive of' one of .the greatest orimes against hu.me.nity 
still lies in the rickety cars and along the road bed leading into 
the Camp at Daohau. I t lies in the shape. of' the broken, s te:rved-o~t 
oorpses of what once had been strong men. Men oonsi goed to a hor
rible death with a oynioism brutal beyond words or belief. 

The purpose of this investigation was to f'ind 
out two things: (1) ¥Vh&.t concl.i t ions in the Camp ao tually had been 
li.ICe, and (2) How much did the townspeople of Daohau know of the 
goings-on and what 'WaS their present ti.t~itude toward this monumental 
orime of' twelve years' duration that had transform~d their sleepy 
little town into a world-famous plaoe. 

A totai of some twenty prisoners were inter~ 
viewed in the compounditself in order to detennine what oondi tions 
had been like in the ·judgement of'these men. Care was used to pick 
only those with red triangles on their uniforms. (This aesigoates ,~ " 

ii,the poIitioal pri soner, it· was found. There are al so hardened 
criminals in the Camp /"Schwehrverbrecher"/). 

After spending the afternoon intervievling 
these men. the next day was spent visitingt;ownspeople. As many 
parts. of the town of Dachau as was possible were covered. and all 
possi ble ieads were followed in order to rea.ch as many different 

I' 

I 

.itypes of people as could be found. 

Whileitwotild be fatuous to claim too much 
for the results of a sampling technique such as was used in trying 
to get at the townspeople of Daohau. it is felt that the major types 
were reached, and that the dominantattltudes were discovered. 

I 
r 
I 
I 

THE 'CAMP 
It is extremely doubtful if one oould, in any 

other given spot on this continent, find in two minutes' time 'fifteen 
to twenty men who would be prepared to converse wi th one in a~r of 
the following languageS! English. French, German. Per~aps in 
another ooncentration camp. 

The objectivity of these men in disoussing 
pro blems was nothing short of amazing•. After eit?',ht. ten and twalva 
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years of being subjeoted to organized brutality, one still finds men 
explaining "Ja, sehen Sie; Das ist was man muss unter einemfasisoh
tischen Staat erwarten" (Yes, but you see; That is what one must 
expeot under a Fasoist state" - Riohard Titze). It oan be said that 
among the poll tioal prisoner's in Dachau there is nothing that oould 
be called a hatred of the German people as such. Their respect for 
anyone wearing an American uniform is deep. 

These, then, are the men who gave the facts 
dstailed below, which give a picture of what life was like in the 
unearthly place oalled Konzentrations-Lager Dachau. 

Es gibt einen Weg zur Freiheit: Thus begins 
the arrogant slogan that faoed, these unfort'mates every morning as 
they stood roll-call. Roll 0811? They were oo).mted.' From all over 
the oompound the large white letters painted on one of the bulldines 
oan be seen. They seem to follow one around. liEs gi bt einen Weg 
zur Freiheit. Seine Meilensteine heissem: Gehorsem, Sauberkeit, 
NUBchternheit, Fleiss" (There is a road to freedom. Its milestones 
are: Obedienoe, Cleanliness, Sobriety, Industry). 

Within sight of this slogan between 13,000 and ,. .
15,000 men died in the last three months alone. They died mainly of ! 

I 

starvation and of an epidemio of typhus fever. No one was oonoerned 
about the dead as far as name, family and origin were conoerned. 
"It was mer~ly an administrative problem involvinr, so many oorpses .' 
on such and such a morning and for which a oertain number of men had -, 

to be detaiied. A report was always made - stating how many oarts I; 
"I' 

had been used and how many oorpses delivered to the orematory" ~ ,-; 

(Robert Rollin). During the epidemio the orematory beoame overtaxed 
(the oorpses are still piled eight feet high; staoked neatly) so I, 

-, 
that the prisoners were' set to digging huge pits for mass graves. 
This had been done once before according to the older inhabitants. ':l 

While digging the pits in whioh their oomrades - perhaps they tham
.selves - were to be b~riedJ the prisoners may have thoughtof another 
,ironio slogan which they saw on the grilled gate as they oame inr 
"Arbeit Macht Frel." (Work Makes one Free). 

The medioal care at Daohau was soaroely of the 

best. The direotor and ohief surgeon of the hospital was a oarpenter 

by trade. He performed operations personally. ' 


, liThe S8 rarely murdered anyone" I, This state
ment wa's made by Al bort Kervyn, who had been an instructo.r in Eoono
mics at the University of Louvain. It is a bitt~r oommentary, but 
it must be said to his honor and credit that he is still serving the 
aoademio ideals of objeotivity and truth. He went on to explain the 
manner in which the Camp had been rWl. 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIDNAL ARCHIVES 

The SS men, it seems. had little actual oontaot 
wi th the inmates. The dirty work was done ~r hardened criminals 
("Sohwerverbreoher") - men who were safe-craokers by profession or 
who, for a small consideration would murder a person or torture him 
in a pre-detennined manner and think nothinr of 1t. 

This high type of human was quite often put in 
charge of a room, a block or group of blocks. The last IILagerel tester" 
(Camp Leader), was an Armenian who was a murderer qy profession. He 
was respol1si ble directly to the SS Verwal tungastab. His men were in 
turn responsible to him in a well-organized hierarohy. 

These were the oreatures, then, who had power 
of life and death over teachers, lawyers, university professors, doc
tors, clergymen (all creeds) and assorted patriots representing prac
tioally ever-y countr-y in Europe. Ministers of state have spent time 
at Dachau. 



"The S8 rarely murdered anyone". But soenes 
in which an S8 guard figured in a detaohed sort of way were not un
oommon. Aooording to Friedrich Mellwig, a guard might appear in 
a blook at night, the thug in oharge would yell attention (if one 
weren't quick about it one might be beaten on the spot). In the 
hearing of all the inmates a little conversation might take plaoe: 
~ie viel Personen haben Sie hier Heute?" "Aohtzig, Herr Unter
soharffuhrerl" "Schon gut," (Looks at wristwatoh) "Also - Morgen
frah ioh meohte hier nur seohzig sehen." "Jawohl, Herr Unter
scharffuhrer&" ("How many persons have you got here today'l" "Eighty, 
Sirl" liVery welU Now then, tomorrow morning I should like to see 
only sixty here." "Very well Sirl"). That night a detail of tlirenty 
men would be told off. 

"'fhe 58 rarely murdered anyone, but yo'u can 
bully a man to death, you know - partioularly if he is old, was onoe 
proud, and you have cut down his rations to three potatoes a day.1I 
to conclude Kervyn's statement. 

The manner of dying at Daohau was as varied as 
it was unpleasantly gruesome. It is siokening to detail them. 

A deta U roi ght be told off to disappear into 
the orematory, never to be seen again. It was most unwise to ask 
questions. 

A man's rations - or those of a whole block 
mi~t be systematically cut down. The most horrible sight at Daohau 
is the corpse8 who are still actually alive. 

A detail might be told off on a cold winter's 
night, marched off into an unfrequented plaoe in the huge oompound, 
told to strip until naked and then have a hydrant turned on them. 
In the morning a cart (manned by another detail) would- oolleot the 
oorpses. 

A men might become "insubordinate" - i.e., he 
might cry "Stop'" while being beaten. In suoh a oa8e he was taken to 
the room where other "dangerous ll oharacters were trussed up, wrists 
behind baok, feet just above the floor, was tied in a similar manner 
and left there. 

Over the long and infamous history of this plaoe, 
the most common way of dying was "on transport." Hence the orematory.
Random examples, From a transport of 200 Bel~ians in last July, 70 
dead; transport of Frenoh civilians arrived last Ootober conSisting 
of eight flat cars in which there were 484 dead on arrival. The few 
who could walk away were beaten to death on the spot by the guardS.< 

Asked by the interviewer whether this were not an unusual instanoe, 
-Adolf Weber laughed and said, "liier hatten Sie beinahe jeden Tag so ein 
Bild sehch konnenl" (You could have seen such a speotacle here almost 
every days). 
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THE TOWNSPEOPLE 
'It seemspossi bl.e to define three broad groups 

among the Dachau populace with respeot to their attit,udes ,'toward the 
grisly death oamp on the edge of, their town. The worst of ooursehave 
left (the SS offioials and their families). This is a faot that was 
oonfirmed both by inmates of the Camp and the townspeople. An inter
esting side-light, on the preparations for, evacuation made long in 
advanoe by these characters is furnished by the inoident reported by 
a Fraulein Soherrer. Some time ago she was walking down a street be
hind the wife of an SS -He.uptsturmfuhrer. As a work-detai 1 of inmates 
passed by in the striped uniforms, the little,ohild of the S8 man 
tattled "Mama, Papa has a striped suit just like those at hometoo'" 
The woman glanoed around and said to the ohild "Don 1 t you ever say 
suoh a thing again'" 

1t~'fir sind aOOrall belofiep worden" s These words 
orop up again and again. It ~s the rationalization of the ,man who 
admits, like Franz Egger, that he was a member of the Nazi Party. 
They generally add a hasty "I was foroed to by business reasons." 
This type invariably olaims that "We were lied to in every respeot." 
They admit that they kneW the Camp existed, that they saw work-details 
o.f inmates passing through the streets under guard, that "in some in
stanoes" (particularly, in the years of ,134 and t 35) the SS behaved 
brutally - towa,rd the townspeople. 

When 'asked whether they reali ze that in the 
lut three lOOnths a minimum of 13.000 men have lost their lives within 
a atone t I throw of where they live, they claim shooked surprise. I 

When asked whether they hever saw,transports of 
dead and dying pass through the streets along the railway. they re,fer 
only to the last one. They insist that most of the trains oame in at 
night, and, that they were sealed cars. Did they never ask what was 
in the endless procession of cars that oame in full an~ always w~nt 
out empty? "Es ist uns erzahlt ,worden. dass das wur Wehrmaohtsmaterial 
und Beutomaterial aus Frankreioh." (We were told that it was all 
Army material ,and booty from France) Egger. ,It can definitely be 
stated that anyone in Daohau who now claims to have seen only one 
train of prospeotive inmates come in in the day time is telling a flat 
lie. There are quite a few such people in Dachau. 

"was konnten wir tun?": This statement would 
seem to, represent the most popular attitude in the town of Dachau at 
present. Josef Soherrer is a typical example of this attitude. 
Here is a man who was without doubt an anti-Nazi. He had come into 
confliot with the authorities on numerous ocoasions because of his 
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anti-Nazi attitude, and the Lendrat 
had already issued a warrant for his 
arrest by the SS. He was saved in 
the last minute qy his physician who 
was a good friend of the Landrat 
also he might very well have been one 
of the people on the inside of the 
oompound. 

The pioture given qy this 
man of what life was like in Daohau 
for people of human deoenoy and some 
oonsoienoe is not a pleasant one. 

Scherrer insists that the 
people of Daohau knew very well what 
was going on in the Camp. He states 
that resentment was fairly general, 
partioularly because the SS misbehaved 
toward the oivilian population as well. 
He says that this aspeot was at its 
worst in the years '3~, '34 and '35. 
Civilians quit6 often tried to give 
food to inmates who were on work details, 
but were almost invariably prevented from 
so doing qy the SS guards. In the 
last year the 5S guards became more 
lenient in this respeot, since large 
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numbers of them had been drafted into the SS against their will. 
(This is a well-known fact which was, discovered some time ago in .. 
p/W interrogations. Several inmates also told the story of how, in 
last October, a whole S5 Regiment was recruited - from of all 
aouroes, the inmates 9f D~chau Conoentration Camp. These men were 
all Reichsdeutsohe and under 40 years old., They were given no 
ohoioe. "Das war reiner Zwang" (That was pure force - Weber). In
mates of all nationalities also admitted that recently the towns
people had been better toward them in the matter of giving them 
food when they were out on work details). 

Although the population as a whol~ realized 
the utter bestiality of the S8 and the nauseating,ooourrences be
yond the bar~ed gates of the Camp, they were afraid even to say 

,'anything - muoh less do something - because the shadow of the Camp 
! • hung over them as well. Several, persons claimed that such oases 

had aotually happened, and that people were even afraid to watch 
I prisoner transports being.brought in for fear that they themselves 
I might be interned for the mere knowledge of the crimes. The whole 

.yatem was ObViously based on the barbario theory that "Dead men 
tell no tales." 

These people admit that the town as a whole 
did a thriving business as a result of the presence of the Camp and 
its attendant S8 It&nsenn ("Big Shots") - and it is perhaps not 
without signifioance that the most outspoken anti-Nazis were people 
who, so to apeak, could afford to be ao by reason of the fact that 
their business dld not bring them into daily contact with the SS. 

"Es war alles sehr entzetzlich. aber was 
konnten wir tun?n (It was ail very horrible, but what could we do? 
Martin Wittmann). 

HEin Schandfleck fur die gante zivilisierte 
MenaohheitL It I "A soandal for all of oivili zed humani tyl" With these 
words of the outraged Herr Josef Engelhard the attitude of those few 
people in Dachau who dared ,to protest - more or less openly - for 
all these years is comprehenaed. 

When asked in how far he considered his fellow
tOwnsmen responsible for what went on in the Camp, herepliedz 
"Neunzig prozent sind sohmutzig und haben sich mit dem Blut un
sohuldiger Mensohen bes udel tIn (Ninety per oent are dirty and have 
daubed themselves with the blood of innocent human beings,) 

En~lhard lives on the street (called the 
Nibelungen straue, inoidentally) along wnioh the oars rolled to the 
Camp. His house is 8i tuatedonly a few hundred yards fiom the en
tranoe to that Charnel-house. He oorroborated the stories of the 
inmates about the fearful oargoes that had been brought in through 
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the years. They began to be really horrible after 1938. The huge 
transports of Jews at that time were "too horrible to describe." 
Shortly after the invasion "thousands upon' thousands of Frenohmen" 
were brought in. One such transport of Frenoh stopped direotly in 
:front of his house. When the doors of the boxcars were opened. 
most of the dead were beginning to decay. .A.f'ter the c'ollapse of the 
Warsaw uprising. transports ofPolef\ 1?egan. to arrive in great numbers 
and in indescri'b&ble sta tes. The feW Who were aU.ve in one such' 
load'sorambled out of the cars and -it was evident. from 'his expres
sion that Herr Engelhard still had difficulty in b$lieving what his 
own eyes had seen - "Die. haben Gras gefressen und aus Pfatzen get
rUnkenl"· (They ate grass and drank: out of puddlesl). , 

The old Social-D8mocrataridp~esident of his 
trade union who .had never oncerais8'd hishanci,in a Naz:isalute 
(this was oonfirmed by other people) said he was very much agafn.t 
executing Nazis. "Das iBt Bugutfai dies Bande,n (That.i8 too good 
for this. gang). He suggests sending them toSiberla in transports 
"exactly like those that have been arriving daily in'Dachau for , 
years." He added that he had no doubt: that "Herr Stalin has much 
room for them and much for them to do." He concluded' by saying 
"Endlioh muss die ganze Na~l-Brut a:usgerotten werden'" (Finally the 
entire Nazi-Spawn must be eXterminated'). 

In the opinion of thiS minority the people are 
to blame for their cowardice. Old. gracious and intelligent Eduard 
Grasal fee~sverystrongly on this point. He has aright to talk.· 
He was on.e of, th.r.ae men. hi .the enti ra town who 8toodup in open 
meeting and said he would not join the' Storm Troops" Because. my dear 
Major. I won t tl"- and with this he walked out of the m'eeting~ 
Weeks later dozens of people came to' hiin andsaid"SUt if we'had' 
only known that they woUldn't do anything to us. we would havest'ood . 
up tool" He cites this as an example a. "Feigund Feigl1ngel Die . 
waren alle zu feig - Die wollten uberhauptnichts riskieren. Uild 
8S war 80 in ganz Deutschland. Die mutige dnd en den Handen abzu
zahlen." (Cowardly and cowards' They were all too cowardly - They 
really didn't want to risk anything. And that'li the way it was in 
all Germany. The courageous can be counted on. the fingerfJ of your 
handa). 

CONCLUSION 

No citizen of Dachau 1s without a deep sense 


that something was wrong, terribly wrong, on the outskirts of their 

town. 


The majority of them take the position de

scribed above. That they are honest in this attitude for the most 

part allows of no doubt whatever. 
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Those who didn't give a tinker's damn what 

happened to the poor souls whom they saw pass through their Btreets 
for years - so long as business was good and the SS Hauptsturmfuhrer 
paid his handsome rent - were-really few. Today they are the ones 
who plead "Ja - wir wussten uberhaupt nichts was passiert da draus
sen,n (But we really didn't know what was gpin~ on out there'). 
"Da draussen" -as if it were on another planet' They are liars, 
and guilty as sin - everyone. 

The very few who dared show some opposition 
ran great risk and should be honored as the courageous men and women 
they are,. It should be pointed out, however, in justice to the 
others, that they were (so far as thi sinvestigation' could determine) 
people Who could seclude themselves from the community without 
harming their source of inoome. Herr Engelhard, for example" worked 
for a firm which sent him travelling over all Southern Europe. 
Herr Grasal had a small importing business from Italy. They could 
both afford to isolate themselves (as they did) in their hOllses for 
years. Herr Grasal - who is obviously the type who likes his 
Gemutlichkeit - said that he had never gone into a tavern for years 
for fear he "might talk too freely." He gave up all entertainin~ 
at his home seven years ago. By contrast Herr Scherrer, who was' not 
so extreme in his remarks, emerges as a man who has suffered far 
more and who had every bit as much courat;'e. He made his livinl; by 
running a restaurant. For a known anti-Nazi'in a town which was a 
Naz;i "Hochburg" and a cradle of the SS this is no small achievement. 
"Meine .Nerven sind vollkommen, zur Grunde gegan~~en" he says. 'Small 
wonder. (My nerves are thoroughly shot). 

If one is to attempt the tremendous task and 
accept the terrific respon'si bili ty of judgint'; a whole town, assessinp.; 
it en masse as to the colleotiva gull t or innocence of all its in
habitants for this most hideous of crimes, one would do well to re
member th'e fearsome shadow that hanp:s over everyone in a state in 
which crime has been incorporated and, called the government. 
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DACHAU$ CONCENTRATION CAMP 

CIC Detachment.. Seventh Army. 

MEMORANDUM, 
On 29 April 1945.. the liberation of the Dachau 

Concentration camp.. Dachau Ger.nany.. presented to the Allied Armies 
& gruesome spectacle of wholesale bestiality and barbarism. A Sec
tion of the Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment. Seventh Army. was 

wdispatched to the oamp for counter intelligence work.. and was re 
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quested to submit a report of general interest on .the camp as docu
mentary evidence for higher headquarters. 

The notorious Dachau Concentration Camp, the 
first to be organized by the Nazi Regime, is located 18 ·kilometers 
northwest of Munich, Germany. Up to 1933, it was used solely for 
confinement of pol1tical prisoners.. and in addition, men who were 
released fram other Gennan prisons were often confined here for 
"Proteotive Custody", after completing their sentences. In 193.6, 
when.the Nazis wer.e organizing for world conquest, people who did , 
not cooperate with the program were interned here. Well over 229,000 
internees have passed t~rougb Dachau sinoe 1933. 

Before the war, the number of internees varied 
from 6,000 to 8,000. There were Jews in Dachau in 1933, but. the 
first outstanding numbers began to arrive in 1936. In 1939, owing 
to international affairs, some Jews were released and allowe.d to . 
emigrate, but after hostilities began, their numbers vastly inoreased 
in Daohau. 

When the American troops arrived on 29 April 
1945, there were app,roximately 32,600 estimated internees of all 
national1 ties, the Poles 'predominating. During this period" the 
oamp was notorious for its oruelty, but within the last six or 
eight months, some "token" improvement was noted in the treatment 
of the internees. However, the new orematorium was completed in 
May 1944, and the gas ohambers,.a: total of five, were used for the 
executions and the disposals of the bodies. 

Three weeks prior to the arrival of American 
troops, the m.ore important reoords, papers, card index systems, eta., 
w.ere burned or otherwise removed. 

In addition of the Da.ohauCamp,there were 2.1 
subsidiary oamps,' all under-the jurisdiction ot the DaohauAdminis
tration. 

LIBERATION 

The Americans came Sunday, 29th of April. The 

arrival of the Ainerloans wa.s preceded by.several days of frenzy. 
Wednesday was the las,t:'day'of worka.rid the'rewas'no m~~e going o.ut 
of the oompound.Scatteredlabor details living outside of oamp re
turned suddenly. RadioBweretaken away and there was no more com
munioation with the outside. 

On Thursday, orders to' evacuate .the entire 
oamp were given. Transports began to be organized on large scales, 
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Ithe organization was poor and uncoordinated. The prisoners II 
having jobs in the administrative department mislaid orders, sud ~ 

understand commands, and p;enerally seemed quite in
to the mounting nervousness of the few camp officials that I 

Only one transport got under way. It consisted of about I,Ij 
and they hiked with heavy guard in the direction of the I 

i i 
I 
I 
I 

I 
IThen began the time of tense waiting. Rumors 

throu~h the barracks of regiments and tanks just over the ~ I 
I 

of plans of mass annihilation of the prisoners by the rema~n~ng 
I 

d 
of parachutists, and of an armistice. The prisoners or IIa secret poHce force to keep order after the liberation they :i I 

comine. They built.barricades to keep their own comrades :1, 
~etting in the way of the jumpy ~uards. And all time was at a II 

three days while the pri soners wai ted and the guards 
furtively, in their towers. !I,I 

II 
:.t 

if 

Sunday, just after the .noon meal, the air was 

still. The big field outside the compound was deserted. 


be,~an running toward the Ca te at the other side of 

Others followed. The word was shouted through the mass 


tired prisoners. Americans' That word repeated, yelled 

shoulders in throaty Polish, in Italian, in Russian, and 


ring of French. The first internee was shot 

he rushed toward the g:ate by the guard. Yet they kept run


shouting through eager lips' and unbelieving eyes. Amer
icans1 And at the gate in front of the hysterical mob of men were 
not the regiments or the tanks they had expected, but one dark-com-. 
plexioned, calm American soldier, an American Pole, pistol in hand, 
looking casually about him; up at the towers where the SS guards 
watched apparently frozen; behind him two or three other American 
boys about a hundred yards away; a.nd into the flushed wet faces of 
those thousands surging about j.n front of him. 
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A few shots were fired from behind the wall, 


the guardS in the first tower came down, hands above their heads. A 

white blanket was hung out from another tower, and they came down, 

but one of them had a pistol in his hand which he held behind his 

back, and the dark-complexioned 801d~er shot him down. At the far 

side of the compound, the guards were taken care of from the outside. 


Then a jeep arrived. Where were the regiments 
and tanks? The first American was hoisted into the air and two others, 
a 19-year old farmer from the West, and a 19-year old university 

. student, were dragged out of the jeep and carried around the grounds 
on the internees' shoulders. A blond journalist in. uniform was also 
in the jeep, and she climbed the tower by the gate with a young 
offioer. 

Suddenly the prisoners produced flags and 

colore which had been buried under barracks or hidden in rafters. 

These flags and colors were improvised from sheets and scraps of 

oolored cloth. It was a mardi-gras. Over the loud speaker system 

the blond journalist said 'twe are just as glad to see you as you are 

to see us. n . And then a chaplain in broken German asked them to jo~n 

him in the Lord's Prayer. And for a few minutes in. powerful earnest 

unison and with bowed reverent heads and clasped hands, they prayed. 

The words echoed through the compound and through the hearts of the 

thousands still inoredulo~s at the dark-complexioned Amerioan Pole, 

the 19-year old fam boy from the 'West, and the student, and at the 

regiments and tanks that never came. 


LIFE AT.D"ACHAU 
RECEPTION OF INT~RNEES. Internees arriving at 


Dachau were processed, ecreenad, and segregated according to nations. 

Internees were transported like cattle to Dachau. One witness re

lates his jcurney from France. He was herded into a boxcar with 98 

men. Three of them survived the slow, endless journey, and the 

other two died within a few days. During the soreening,internees 

were beaten up and tortured in order to get certain information which 

the Politische Abteilun~ (Political Department) felt was being held 

back. They were assembled again, and placed into quarantine bar

racks, where they remained for 21 days. After the 21 days, they were 

assigned to their permanent barraoks (blooks) in Daohau or its sub

sidiary oamps. 


DAlLY ROUTINE. The internees were gotten up 

at 5 :30 in the winter, and at 4:00·' in the summer. After washing, 

they all received a oup of black ooffee, nothing else. Then they 

fell out aooording to barraoks, and were marched over to the. assem

~ly area where interminable roll calf was taken. After this, the 
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work oommander would oall out the variou8 work details for the day, 
and the internees would reassemble aocording to their respeotive 
work groups. Everyone of those plaoed on the work detail was given 
a slioe of bread about one-quarter inoh thiok and a slioe of sausage 
whioh had to last until noon. At 11.30, they marohed baok into the 
oamp, and baok to their barracks, where they reoeived their dinner, 
whioh oonsisted of small portion of oabbage, oarrots, and sometimes 
pot&toes. At 12130, they marohed out to work again, and worked .! 
until 6 o'olook, and then baok to oamp. The evening appell (roll 
oall) was taken, and then the men returned to their barracks for , 

: "·1supper. The supper oonsisted of, three times a week, a little soup, 
and an eighth of breadJ and two days a week, they reoeived a slioe 
of bread, and either a slioe of sausage or a bit of oheese. 

The numerous work details oomprised upkeep of 
grounds and buildings, oonstruction work details, outfitting works 
for uniforms for SS men, the paper faotory in Daohau, the porcelain 
works in Allach, the small arms faotory in the oamp proper, and the 
"Plantaga" ••• the farm land near the camp. It is estimated that 
approximately 3,000 Jews died on the "Plantages". When the camp 
offioials felt that these internees were too ill and too weak to 
work, they would march them into a lake (sinoe drained), regardless 
of the time of year. They were forced to stay in the water until 
dead. Those who remained oonsoious were plaoed in Wheelbarrows, 
brought back to camp, where they died a few hours later. 

, The "Kiesgrube" detail was oonsidered the worst 
work detail the internees oould be put on. They would have to load 
wagons with crushed rock at a speed which oaused the internees to 
collapse and die on the spot~ 

EXPER I MENTAL STATIONS 
58 AHNENEREEI Jews were se1eoted for this 

experiment. A truok, oompletely equipped, would roll up to between 
Barracks 3 and 5. The internee selected tor this experiment was 
placed in a oylinder, and the air pressure lowered to a point 
whioh coinoided with air pressure at an altitude of 5,000 to 8,000 
meters. The air pressure was then brought baok to normal sea level 
pressure at a terrific speed. These oonditions simulated a para
ohutist dropping at a terrifio speed, much greater than oan be en~ 
countered in reality. The reactions of men undergoing these ex
periments were observed and studied for future airforce training. 
Not a single man was seen leaving this truck alive. 

The Water Tank - Exposure Experimentst There 
was a water tank about 12 feet deep, filled with cold water"tem
perature of whioh was 10 Centigrade. Internees were foroed to dive 
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in and stay in at various lengths of time, untilunoounsoious. Then 
they were plaoed in bed with female internees brought over from 
Ravensbruck Concentration Camp solely for this experiment, evidently 
to test the effectiveness of body temperature. 

Blood- Experimentationt A blood analysis was 
made of internees chosen for these experiments. Their purposes are 
not olear, but all viotims undergoing these blood experiments went 
insane. The day before Amerioan troops took over the conoentration 
camp, all persons who had undergone these experiments were shot. 

The first two above (the air, pressure and water 
tank) experiments were oompleted about a year a~o. The last (blood 
experiments) were continued up to 4 weeks prior to American oooupa
tion. 

MALARIA EXPERIMENTAL STATION, All' internee s 
chosen for the malaria experiments had to be physically and mentally 
fit. Nearly all PoliSh priests had undergone the malaria experiments. 
Two methods of malarial inoculation were used. The first was by 
means of human blood infected by malaria, and the seoond, was by 
means of using infected mosquitoes aridpe:nnitting them to bite the 
patients. The' first group of experiments consis ted of inooulating 
these individuals with,mnlaria, pe:nnittingthem to have varying num
bers of chills. This Was done in an attempt to determine whether 
or not the faoilities of oure dif,fered depending upon the number' of 
attacks of fever. The second set ofexp~rtments consisted of in
oculating heal thy people with the malaria. and when the prodromal, 
symptons developed, to start treatment before chills and,fev~r,had 
occurred. The third group of experiments were conduoted using a 
drug known as "Pyramidon" which suppressed the fever in malaria, but 
did not cure the disease. 

PHLEGMONE. These experiments were begun in 
1944, and were carried out in Block ~ B. Six Jews were injected 
with germs and died.' Another group of.ten interne~s were injected 
intermusoularly in the legs' and, oontracted phlefgRonia., ,Then they 
received new injections in the other leg, and those who still re
mained alive received new injections in the a:nn. Non" of tJ'lisgroup 
8urvived~ 

In Ootober 1942,' further experiments were 
oarriedout. Twenty prisoners were seleotedfrom Block 20. They 
reoeived intermusoular injections of pus~ Some of these were treated 
by bio-chemical'pills, eight with sulfonamid, four were treated 
for wounds. Six died.' 

Subsequently, 'a group of 40 priests were sub
jected to these experiments. Half 'of them were treated bio-chemioally, 
the other haIf with' 8ulfonamid, but ali prophylaotioally. In the 
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tirst. group, nine died trom reaultant conlplieations. 

One intern admdts that a large group ot patients 
wi th severe cases ot phle~one was treated with bio-ohemical pills, 
wi thout being operated on, until the 'Wounds opened, or the patient 
died•. Bio-ohemioal pills were used for different kindS of diseases 
such as asoites, pneumonia, and others. ; 

All patients undergoing these experiments were 
photographed eaoh week or every two weeks. Aocording to the male 
intern, these experiments were ordered by the Reichs leaders,. and 
oontrolled b.Y someone from Munich. 

The total number ot viotims of these experi
ments is estimated to Qe 300. About 56 died during the experiments, 
about 30 from oomplioations. 

The ohief surgeon read a letter from Rimmler in 
whioh it was stated that these researches by the doctors were ob
viously being sabotaged by them. The dootors oonducting these ex
periments were of the opinion that these eesearches were of unscien
tific nature. 

EXECUTIONS 
GAS CHAMBERSs The internees who were brought 

to Camp Dachau tor the sole purpose of being exeouted were in most 
oases Jews and Russians. They were brought into the compound, lined 
up near the gas ohambers. and were soreened in a similar manner as 
internees who came to Dachau for imprisonment. Then they were marohed 
to a room and told to undress. Everyone was given a towel and a 
piece of soap. a8 though they were about to take a shower. During 
this whole soreening prooess, no hint was ever given that they were 
to be executed. for the routine was similar upon the arrival of all 
internees at the oamp. 

Then they entered the gas chamber. Over the 
entrance. in large blaok letters, was written "Brause Bad" (showers). 
There were about 15 shower fauoets suspended from the oeiling trom 
which gas was then released. There was one large chamber. capaoity 
of which was 200, and five smaller gas ohambers, capaoity of eaoh 
being 50. It took approximately 10 minutes for the exeoution. From 
the gas ohamber, the door led to the Krematory to whioh the, bodies 
were removed by internees who were selected for the job. The dead 
bodies were then placed in 5 furnaoes, two to three bodies at a time. 
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KREMATORIllh The Krematorium was operated by 
58 p$rsonnel of the Abteilung I-Kommandatur (Personal Staff Section) 
with the help of 7 to 10 speoially ohosen internees. These were 
usually Jews who were taken out of their barraoks, and lod~ed in the 
so-called "dungeon". They were well fed and well treated, but had 
to work all day long in the Kreroatory. 

After five or six weeks when their knowledge of 
key personnel was such that they beoame dangerous, they were ex
ecuted, and several more Jews were chosen to take up their funotions. 

GUN EXECUTIONS, Most of the gun executions 
were used on Russian offioers and soldiers. The non-commissioned 
officer in charge of the blook (barracks) would callout the names, 
the selected internees would fallout and would be marched to the 
gate which separates the internee compound and the administrative 
seotions of the camp. Here the SS men who volunteered for the 
execution squad would lead them out to the "Schiesstand" (shooting 
stand) near the Krematory, had the victims kneel down, lower their 
heads, and were shot in baok of their necks. Eight to ten men at 
a time were executed in that manner. In September 1944, ninety-one 
Russian offioers were executed in one day. 

This photograph of the 
"Schiesstand" is one of the 
most unimpressive pictorially, 
but the blood-soaked ground, 
the sm~ll and feeling of 
death make this spot one of 
the most ghastly in Dachau. 
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-DIARY OF E K. 

One ot the most interesting doouments unearthed 

qy this seotion of the CIC Detachment was a water-logged diary kept 
from November 1942 until reoent days. This diary was written by E.K., 
internee sinoe 1940. In secret and under the greatest diffioulties, 
E.X. was able to reoord the events of the days. Disoovery meant oer
tain death. -The incidents and situations desoribed were personal 
experiences of E.K. and of his olosest friends. The diary, written 
in German, is much.tOo long to be inoorporatedin whole in this report. 
Exoerpts are submitted as an illustration of the tone of the whole 
and as attestation to the aots of barbarism committed in the Daohau 
Conoentration Camp. lbth the author and his work may be in danger 
of German reprisals. 

.. .. 
20 November 1942. 

These pages that I now begin to write would 
lead to certain death it ever they were found. But what is death? 
How few of those I knew here are still alive today, how oloaeto 
deAth we all stand& lean die here any moment, even if I take the 
greatest oare. 

Why should I not endeavor, even in the midst 
of these conditions, of this oruelty, to tell this gruesome story 
that no longer gives us goose flesh? 

I feel, I know not why, the urge to write. 

I really thought I would record all this for 
you, so that when we will meet again some tu,e later, I would have 
nothing more to saYJ I would give you the pages and be silent--for 
I am tired of speaking. 

And now I hasten to begin, without regarding 
the danger it involves. My friends think I am secretly writing a 
poem, moat likely a love poem, or one about flowers and stars. If 
they knn what I was doing, they would burn these pages out of fear. 
In fact, they would be right, beoause I endanger their lives as 
well as my own; only they don't know it. And if .these lines were 
found, I should have to prove that they had no knowledge of ~ seoret 
writing, for I only showed them harmless little verses. 
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21 November 1942. 

Something happened yesterday tllat excited even 
the most hardened of us, and that means something, for we have lost 
all feeling, nothing more oan astorn sh us in any way. And So 1twas 
yesterday. Very few of us were moved, just those who were directly 
concerned. . 

500 invalids came yesterday from a oamp near 
Danzigo To be an invalid among us prisoners meanS to beat death's 
door. Later, when we are together, I will tell you more about ~1at. 

51 of these "invalids!! came in dead, but their 
bodies had already been partly eaten by the others, the remains and 
bones were thrown out of the chink in the oattle-truck door durinr, 
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the journey" Only a few unreco~izable parts of the body remained. 
The whole side was missing from one body, fron; others the nose, or 
cheek, or r:.eni tal organs. 

It must have been a terrible sight; I am so 
thankful I did not see it. 

All the corpses were photographed. Most likely 
the camp authorities did this to send evidence to Berlin. The pri
soners, durin:;:: the six days that their journey lasted, received only 
one piece of bread, six hundredp;rams, I believe. Hunger delirium 
broke out amonp; tl:em, as they had suffered for a lonr, time from under 
feedint~o The officer:; of our guard, who otherwise make fun and joke 
about all these horrible thin~s, except.those ooncerninr, them were 
moved. This time they had seen somethinf; new: cannibalism, and that 
they were not used to.. The last remains of civiU zation su rged 
against these facts and deeds. 

49 of the surviyors died yesterday, the da;>, of 
their arrival. Soon. there will be more and everJ' day the number will 
increase" 'l'hat they brought them here can only be exple.ined by'the 
fact that manpower is needed; so they Ioove up all they can. Of those 
that can't be revived ••• af those, I will speak to yOll later. Will 
you ever read these pages? Each paiCe is a source of danr;er and who 
knows how many pages I will wri te, but even if I can put down all I 
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experienoe••• it is so hard to hide these pages. Maya good power 
protect them and keep them in safety# so that one day I can give 
them to you, together with a heart of stone that was wrought for you 
secretly during days and days and that I wore for a long time. 
Perhaps these pages will survive me, and some stranger will brin~ 
them to you. ,. 

The most beautiful flowers on my tomb, the tomb 
of my remembranoe, for who dies here. has no material grave. 

I have grown older. My temples are turning 
grey and age is changing my features. I sometimes notice it when I 
look at myself in the small mirror of the washroom. I am only 36 
years old, but, as most of UB, my hair turning grey •••"silver threads 
among the gOld", as in the song. ' 

22 November 1942. 

I must tell you something that shocked meso 
muoh today; I don't know myself why. 

It is Sunday. We are standing on the roll call 
oourt and are waiting for the order to m~rch out. Beside us a few 
hundred Russians, or rather Ukrainians' are led up. The two first 
lines are •••ohildren of 11 to 15. Their.:' small bodies clad in gar
ments far too large for them; their pale! faces with ohildish, half 
joyful eyes, their voices sound like the lark's song in a church 
yard. 

Last· Sunday 
/ 

som~one led past me a dying" 
whimpering infant. I had to turn my face away •••help here is quite 
impossible. 

These children" these young fellows worked in 
Wurtenburg, near Ulm. Food there was so scarce that they starved•. 
They escaped ingroups••• they wanted to return home. Instead of 
that they were sent here. Many of them are already dead. They are 
quite happy about here••• they say that food here is better. They 
are quite happy about that# and that tells its own tale. Hearts 
must grow hard here, otherwise one would cry from morn tilleveni~~. 

8 December 1942 •. 

Today is already December the 8th. Nothinr.:; 
happens, only small, trivial things. 

At night, in bed I drew the blankets over my 
head, but I heard what somebody was saying behind us. His friend is 
a litter bearer•••the job doesn't move him any longer. Yesterday 
as... he was piling up the oorpses" his attention Was aocidently drawn 
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,toone faoe •••it was his, brother. 

How he must have been shooked although he was 
used to handling oorpses. His brother,had oome from anoth~r oamp 
wi'thout hi s knowing it. 

Someone oame and pulled the blankets from my 

head. It was a Polish friend of mine. He told me about a priest, 

a sohoolmate of his. Here in Daohau they met again. Thf't priest 

was suddenly taken into the Revier--that is the name they give to 

the hospital here, to be experimented on. Researoh is being made 

here on boils. 


26 priests of Po lish and Czeoh origin died 
from these experimentso In spite of this, the work went on just as 
the one on malaria. 

The priest seoretlysent a short note to his-
friend. The last sent~"nce was not, lel;ible, for, as he himself said. 
he had 400 temperature. He did not ask for help because he knew 

- all was lost. He only prayed that a way be found to prepare his· 
family for the worst. ' He will be operated on Friday. 

The prisoners are inooulated with these boils 
and then when the illness is at its highest point, they apply the 
oounter-measure. They are experimenting. 

Many hundreds will still die in this way and 
we must look on, helpless and unable to do anything. Eaoh one must 
see how he oan esoape 'death, today, this very hour. 

Tomorrow, tomorrow cannot be known• 

.And day before yesterday another 300 invalids 
oame in. It was Sunday, and,as I was at work, I did not see them. 
People told me they were merely living oorpses, and those who saw 
them thought that within two days more than half would be dead. 

Another friend made me very sad today. His 
Wife, whom h~ loves and who loved him, le~t his parents and her 
ohild and went to another oountry. He doean' t know why. Woul d it 
be to work? 

He is weak and sensitive. I am surprised that 
he is still alive and now this happens to him. 

It is like an illness. The wives outside get 
tired of waiting and alaim divoroe. Now the men don't reoeive their 
wives and ohildren are lost to them, and with that,. all ideals, all 
hold on life. 
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Just now a friend who works beside .me told me 
that his rather died. He was buried with full military honors. Now 
the mother doesn't want to reoeive any more news from her son as he 
bears a part of the responsibility for his father's death. What do 
these outside think we are •••we here inside the oamp? In fact, I 
know it has been spread about that only the most dangerous subjects, 
traitor8 and the like, among those the most severe oases, remain 
looked up here and in other camps. If only they saw us hera, if only 
they knew' They think that a few hundred people are still interned. 

But only here there are always between 8,000 
and 1~,000 men. In spite of the deaths, the number always remains 
about the same, as the Gestapo is working day and night. There'are 
camps we have heard about that oontain between 20,000 and 100,000 
prisoners, men and women. 

It is a real shame. In other oamps so many 
more die. Proportionately, few die here, on an average of 10 a day_ 
That is being very oautious, but it gives a frightening total: one 
man out of every three. has to die wi thin the year. 

10 Deoember 1942. 

Yesterday, I saw again thin men creeping out 
of tbe front room of ouroorraoks. They had stolen potato peelings 

'out of the dust bin and filled their pookets with them.. They were 
old and young men. Hunger hurts and the rna.jori ty haven't the will
power to master the gnawing of the stomaoh. 

But, as compared to other camps, this is 
heaven. One of our prisoners coming from Mauthausen told me today 
that there they had daily from 40 to 50 oasual ties out of a total 
of 4,000 to 6,00bmen. Ona oertain winter day, the number went 
up to 180. 

Only tho se. who have 1 i ved and seen all that 
oan believe that. 

17 December 1942. 

Actually, instead of many guards, we often 
only have 2 SS men, each with his Alsa.tian bloodhound when we maroh 
baok to camp after work. Howtimes change' Before, when we were 80 
men, we had 18 guar~s, now we are 150. Man becomes scarce. 

19 Deoember 1942. 

the camp. 
of things. 

They s~y that there are 3 oases of typhus in 
If that is true, we can· still expect to witness all sorts 
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20 Deoember 1942. 

Two men died today in the oamp from typhus. 
It is said 4 others oaught the illness, Russians and Italians. 

Those nationals are oooped up in large numbers 
in the barraoks and therefore have lioe, the greatest agents of pro ... 
pagation of the illne88, 80 that many more oases oan be expected. 

They are disinfeoting. Can that be of any use? 

Yesterday, or the day before, Si8ter Pia was 
in oamp. They said she was moved by the condition of the Polish 
priests. In one year, 800 of about 2,000 men died. That is counting 
too little; 1,200 oould have died. They all look like skeletons. 
One of the bishops also died o 

01i. pi ty1 When and how will I at last be able 
to tell all to you' But how can I find words to do it' 

21 Deoember 1942. 

The inmates had to run nude to the baths and 
had to return naked. (This is in the end of December). Sanitary 
measures. they oall itl 
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In addition, the oamp was controlled for lice. 
500 men were infected by lice. All their personal belongings were 
disinfeoted. shirts, ooats, blankets, everything. Does it help? 
Perhaps ••• 

During the winter of 1941, in January, I stood 
nalced among 500 men for one hour on the roll call oourt to be checked 
like ani.ls whether we were transportable to the camp of Nenegamme, 
whose olimate and work and conditions of this camp destroyed man 80 

fast that time and again they had to get new slaves from Daohau and 
other oamps. 

22 Deoember 1942. 

One of the former blook leaders is said to be 
hospitalized in the Revier. It isn't such a long time sinoe he left 
for the front. We oalled him the "Hamburger", a giant. brutal fao.e, 
only 20 years old, paws like those of a rhinoceros. Only a year ago 
or maybe it was this year, he beat a man to death, beoause this man 
had-eaten potato peelings, but he did not kill him slowly, as is . 
oustomary; no, he killed him with one blow of his fist. He was too 
weak, the other too strong. He was also one of those who took plea
sure in horse-whippings. Many have already been killed by him or 
have been hastened to death at the whipping plaoe. 

They say that he lost one hand and one leg. 
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Fate had caught up with him if it is true. Now he oannot either beat 
or kiok anymore. I wonder if his heart has ohanged too. 

23 Deoember 1942. 

Our hospital, the Revier, has been put under 
quarantine.. The sick ward is now in the bath room. Typhus now seems 
to be getting serious. We went to the baths to bathe. A transport 
of invalids had arrived. On many of the invalids, the shoulder 
blades stuok out like wings. They did not walk ••• those who oould 
keep themselves ereot dragged their feet absent-mindedly. 

I thought of the time when I myself returned to 
this ,camp. What a wonder that I am still alive. 

I was talking to a friend today. Some years ago 
he left with a transport to Mauthausen. There were 1600 of them.. Now 
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after nine months, he too returned, as in another world. More dead 
than alive, he,w&s •••he and the remaining nineteen men. That means 
that 20 men remained out of 1600. Yes, Daohau is, in spite of 

. everything, the golden oamp. 

25 Deoember 1942 • . 
Our first holiday. We had to rise naked at 7 

o t clock. Naked, we had to. run 260 yards to the baths, holding our 
eating equipment in our hands. We stayed for 7 hours in the baths, 
naked, but the place was heated. We were disinfeoted, After 7 hours 
we returned to our blocks. The irritating gas here hurt our eyes 80 

that we had to go outside again. The barraoks had been gassed for 
deloueing. 

The entire night we were foroed to sleep with 

'windows open, but 9ur eyes were watery, our heads ached. A ourious 

holiday, our f'1rat Chriatmas day. 


Today they told me about Russia. One of my 

friends was en eye-witness. In this town lived about 350,000 Rus

sian., of whom 90,000 Jews. -They were driven out of the city, 

dressed only in Shirts, in Winter, in unbearable cold. There they 

had to dig graves, women, men and ohildren. They were foroed to 

stand in front of them. Then they were mowed down by maohine guns. 

They were pushed into graves, living or dead, it didntt matter and 

were oove~d With earth. He said that in another village, they 

brought the people to a Jewish cemetery, and then when they were 

herded together, the cemetery was blown up. This 1s the news from 

outside world. It isn't pretty, but credible, for we know their 

methods. 
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STATE M ENT OF E.H. 
I was detained 9 months under special arrest 

in Bunker 11 in the men's oamp. ' During this time I ocoupied various 
oells. When I went to the door and spoke through the spy hole I 
oould very easily talk to my oell n.ighbor,through this spy hole 
I could also see a part of the corridor. In this way I got exaot 
knowledge cf what went onhabituallyin ,the "Bunker". For' a long 
time I had as a neighbor Kurt Muller. It DS thii man's job to do 
all the current secretarial work and to keep a list of prisoners up 
to date. One issue of this list went to the political seotion, the 
other remained in the prison. Regularly twioe a week, usually 
Tuesday and Friday, a oommission appeared.' Sometimes there were 
delays so that they someti.es came on Wednesday or Saturday. From 
16th Ootober 1942 to June26t~ 1943 I believe 'I was tinder special 
arrest "Komm. Arr". In all this time it happened only once that the 
oommission was 12 days without coming. 

This oommissionoon8isted ofs SS Hauptstunn
fuhrer Aume1er, SS Oberstur:m.fuhrerSohwarz, SS Obersturmfuhrer 
Grabner,. and seoretaries ofthepolitioal department. These ohanged. 
There was also SS Obersturmfuhrer Lachmann (1 am not sure of' this 
name). He usually wore mufti arid a hunting hat. He also had a lame 
leg. His plaoe was in the first of the political section. This > 

Laobmann oarried the list of Muller's in hand. They went from cell 
to cell and had them opened. I follOwed the process by ear and also 
watched through the peephole. ' 

Eaoh time a oell was opened'the prisoner had 
to give his name. Lachmann examined his list and struck the name 
off. It happened elso that the prisoner was asked how long he was 
in ·Xamm. Arrest". It was always Aumeier who put this question, 
a8 he was chief of this group. I have never heard any other ques
tion being put. I have never heard a prisoner being questioned as 
to the reason of his arrest. Neither have I ever noticed that 
apart from Muller's list, they had ~ny other papers or files with them. 

After the calling 'of, the name Hauptsturmfuhrer 
Aumeier shouted, "Stay in or oome out". As the man came ,out, Aumeier 
deoided "rtght" or "left". This. indioation was, meant for two sen
tries of the polit. sect. who ke,pt watoh. These saw to i tthat the 
prisoners placed themselves oorrectly. Oooasionally, Aumeier also 
said to a prisoner ooming out: "I am sending, in pension". Oooasion
ally he also would start abusing them. His favorite term was 
"Bottle fly". ' The expression "Notified for punishment 1 or 2" I 
have never heard. Also I have never notioed any discussion about 
the prisoners among the members of the oommission. Though I have no
tioed that when they had finished with one wing of the building, 
the names of those who were to stand to the right or the left wore 
read through onoe more. Then usually new ohanges would take place 
from right to left and opposite. 
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By these ohanges there was 80me talk in the 

oommi8sion, but I oould not hear what was being said} 1 soon notioed 
that the prisoners who were plaoed on the left were all sent for, 
exeoution. 1 got to know it in this way, as those 1 knew who were 
placed on the right used to send me regards from the oamp, while·.l 
heard from the above~entioned Muller that those who were plaoed on 
the left were shot. Onoe I saw the exeoution myself, from a oell 
on the oourty&rdside, where I..:was by. aooident. The men oame naked 
in the yard and had to plaoe themselves on four rows, one just 
behind the other, infront of the blaokwall and the faoe turned to 
it. The women kept their panties. Then the posts fired. It did 
not make much noise. The men fell into a heap. Th~ next batoh had . i, 

to plaoe themselves in front of them and it went on like that till 
the day's work was over. Dr. Kitt attended these exeoutions as 
physioian. He was a.tall spare man, and 1 am muoh mistaken if it 

, .was not Dr. Kitt. In one oase he found that a man was still living. 

The sentry came back and gave him another shot in the neok. On the 

1 


whole there were up to 40 prisoners at each exeoution. Sometimes 

there were only 6 or 8. The whole prooess of olearing out the Bunker 

went on fast} it lasted about 1/2 hour. 

Vfulle prisoners were leaving one oell, the ! 
I 

t 
next was already opened. It is hard to say what reasons were there i!
for the exeoutions, though it struck me that prisoners who had es ioaped were always executed. Those men oould be recognized by the 
faot that they were brought in without shoes or socks. I should 8ay, 
under reserve, that the. peopleexeouted in this· clear~ng out were 
thoroughly healthy~ powerful men of all ages up to 40. I have 
seldom seen siok or weak people. The siok, even late in ~he evening, 

were taken to hospital and. nursed till restored to health. I oan 

remember oases where such me~, thoroughly oured.. were then 8ent to be 

; I 
. 

I 
~ 


exeouted. For instanoe prisoner Gralla. He was a German from .Katt~ I, 


pwitz, a construction or meohanioal engineer. 1 am myself a witness I: 
, , 

,that Obersturmfuhrer Aumeier told him' "Ha~ Mr. Gralla, I am sending , 


to pension." Muller has also . confirmed hh death to me. This Gralla 'I' 


is not to be mistaken for his cousin, Dr. Gralla, who i8 still alive. ! : 


Conoerning the suppression of witnesses, 1 remember the following 

case, On Whitsunday 1942, a number of "oapos" were arrested on a 

oharge of jewel smuggling. Among them a prisoner whose ohristian 

name was "Gustav. " He worked, I believe, in a car or ammunition 

factory. 1 seem. to remember that he was from Hanburg. Age about .0, 

stature small, sa~~ing. He had made statements against members of 

the SS and tried to get other prisoners to do the same. 


These were very angry and would not do it. 
Two of them hanged thems$lves. The others were released and are at 
presant soldiers. The talkative Gustav was shot. With these men 
was also a "capo" with Jugo as his ohristian name, from the gipsy 
camp. He still talked to me shortly before "Gustav" was shot. The 
oommission had then its usual membership. Under reserve. If I 
remember rightly the commanding officer, SS Obersturmbannfuhrer 
(Leutnant Colonel) Hoss was at various tirr~s present at the process 
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of olearing out the bunker. loan even remember one defini te oase. 
Sometime in Maroh 1942 I heard then his voioe in front of my oell 
door, and saw him through the peephole. While by all other olearing 
outs they also opened my cell, this time my door remained closed. 
I knooked on the door, so as to be able to speak to him. The door 
was not opened though. I only heard him askl "How is H11t Later on 
Gehring told me that the C.O. showed great interest in me, but he 
would not open the door and he laughed derisively; witness of this 
case is the Pole, Maria M. who in those days shared my cell. I re
member quite definitely that this took plaoe at one of the usual 
clearing outs and that I had followed the forming up of the men to 
right and left through my peephole. Oberstur.mfuhrer Sohwar~ was said 
to replace usually the C.O. of the oommission, the prooedure itself 
was supposed to be ordered from Berlin. 

These n Bunker olearings" had nothing to do 
wi tl.l other executions. So-called "emigrants" were also exeouted. 
These were men, women and even ohildren of all ages. They oame 
without exoeption late at night in the camp and were looked twelve 

, . 

.~:. ' 

i
i.. 
i 
F 
I· 

i 

and more in one-man oells. Onoe 15 women were locked in with me. 
They bore the traoes of a long journey on them; they were dusty and 
dirty J th3Y had luggage and orockery wi th them. 

These entranoes were not put down by Muller, 
the seoretary, on his bunker's list. They also received speoial 
treatment, reoeiving for dinner a double ration and wann foodl this 
never oocurred in the oamp. These transports, oalled in oamp slang, 
"ge1;; through or heavenwards" transports were usually shot in. the 
early morning at 4,30 or 5 a.m. before we arose. 

The number of these transports varied' betwe.en 
1,0 and 150 people or more. Sometimes there also were smaller trans
ports. I consider absolutely exoluded that from these transports 
me~ were ever chosen to perform at first same work in the camp 
(postponement of exeoution). I have never noticed that either in 
the evening or the morning an interpreter was present to question 
those people who did not understand any German. Also in some oases 
they had to go through a quarantine oell on an upper floor, before 
they went in oamp, or to go to Block 2. But this was never the 
oase in my time. Moreover their: whole luggage remained in the cell 
and was fetohed after the exeoution.- It never ooourred that there 
was a ohoioe made among this luggage. Apart from these eaeoutions, 
there were also so-called punishment exeoutions. Should anything 
grave ooour - an evasion was oonsidered a grave enough oase - then 
out of every team of workers a few would be taken out, without any 
sort of ohoioe. 

These men would be looked in, still in their 
working olothes, would not be put down on the en'tranoe list and then 
on the morrow shot at 4130 or 5. loan still remember that onoe 
a prisoner who worked as a ohimney sweeper was looked in and shot 
then in his typioal working olothes. Obersturombannfuhrer Grabner 
or Lachmann was always present at those exeoutions. 

Onoe I was myself taken to exeoution. Though 

48 

333064 


http:betwe.en


· ." . ' ..~ " 

, REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES, , 

:-. '. ~ 1 • 

L. 

, . 
I canlt say with certainty if in this case it was a "clearing out". 
It was a Thursday at 8 or 81~0 a.m. I was siok and still asleep. 
In the cell with me were MariaM. and Regensoheidt. As I slept I 
hadn't heard whether other oellshad been opened or not. Ober
soharfuhrer Gehrige appeared and aaids "H, get ready, you are going 
to be shot." My two oompanions helped me dress. Outside in the 
oorridor were 8 to 10 men, some of them in ohains. Apart from 
Gehrige was a man oalled Porzel or somesuoh name, nioknamed the 
"devil", a few members of the politioal seotion and a strikingly 
great number of sentries with rifles. We walk~d out of the prison 
building, down the oamp alley, I at the head as the only woman. 
Suddenly Grabner and Aumeier who had not been, there, met us. They 
were shooked at seeing me, and made everyone go baok. I suppose we 
were on our way to the exeoution plaoe No. 2 that lay near the former 
administrative buildings. Obersturmbannfuhrer Grabner oalled me an 
hour later and told me the' whole thing was a, joke of Obersoharfuhrer 
Gehrige. Death oertificates were made out for the men shot in the : ,olearing out. AsIwas in charge of their effeots, and had to send , 
their belongings to the survivors, those,doouments oame through my I' 

hands., For instanoe on a given day: ,8s02 a.m. Miss X died of typhus; 
8:07 a.m. Mrs. Y died of appendicitis. I remember exactly the oase 

of three Geran girls, known, to me,who were placed under arrest on 

the authority of the politioal section, and never oame out, cer

tainly' did not go to the hospital, as we could make sure of. A 

oertifioate of natural death was made out for them. (I oannotremem

her at present the names of those oonoerned). No mention was ever 

made for the reasons of their arrest. For the so-oalled emigrants 

suoh doouments oould not be established, beoause the, prison only 

plaoed the people from transport in the oells but did not have their 

names. At any rate, so Muller assured me. Apart from shooting in 

"Kommandantur Arrest" there were also hunger, thirst and injeotions. 

While I oooupied a oell close to the "standing cell", or was myself 

in the standing oell,the following German oitizens died of hungers 

Herbert Roman, Heinrioh Roman (they were not related), Bruno Graf and 

an "Oberoapo" from the ammunition faotory. . 

, Herbert, Roman was from Hamburg. The following 

oharge was laid against himr he had gone with a oar into the women's ", 


oamp to take a load of corpses and had taken this opportunity to meet 1: 
,a girl from Hamburg, Margot Schmidt. Heinz Roman was supposed to know 
something of an attempted murder against an 5S sentry. The oapo from 
the ammunition faotory was supposed to have helped four Poles to es
oape. Bruno Graf was supposed to have robbed one ohicken•. These 
prisoners reoeived food at fi rst, then every fourth day, at the end 
neither food nor drinks, or the possibility of going to the toilet. 

i, 

, It was a real torture to hear them oomplaining 
of thirst all through the night. The Capo died first after some .14 
day 'h· Then Bruno Graf died, after he had been hung by the arms for 5 
hours in the sun. Then followed Heinz Roman and at last HerhertRoman 

'" 

who held out for 40 days. I supposed that the men who spent the night 
;; 

in the standing cell,and who worked all day long, could at least get 
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him some wa ter.H.5turmbe.nnfuhrerAumeier and Obersturmfuhrer Grabner 
stood often in front of the standing oell. 

I often begged them, at least to liberate 
those Germans from their sufferings, but Hauptsturmfuhrer Aumeier 
answered. "The hounds must die". Obersturmfuhrer on the oontrary 
remained quiet. After their death! suffered great anxiety, beoause 
I had always in my ears their voioes, oomplaining and at the end 
reduoed to a whisper. Also the state of frightful thinness, with 
long hair and beard, their oorpses were terrible to look at. I saw 
this when they dragged a o.orpse on the ground past my oell door. 

Gehring quietened me later and gave me oigar
ettes. By this he only wanted to probe my mind and learn if the 
others had told me anything, or told me to speak about it. He also 
said, "There is no regret to be had about this lad, he was a great 
oriminal". 

I myself witnessedonoe how Obersoharfuhrer 
Gehring killed a German who I do not know by name, with one single 
blow in the stomaoh or near the heart. A Polish M.D. was busy 
placing a bandage on me, as I saw this, and saw the man oarried away 
dead. The physioian oame baok then, and just 'said, "Out". 

The injeotions were mainly oarried out by a 
medioalservioe man from the surgery seotion. by the name of· Heini. 
Onoe or twioe a month he oame to the sohool. There the prisoners. 
were shown to him. Those had swollen feet, either from running bare
foot or from the olimate were oalled out to the row. ' 

After the other had gone, to work, he gave them 
injeotions, whereupon they feU dead. No dootor was present either 
at the injeotions or the death. Heini aoted quite independently. 

While I was in' the K.A.,2 Czeok girls oame 
temporarily into my oell. Both were oalled out one day and brought 
into the next oell.There they reoeived from 2 58 I did not know 
but fran what they said, from the politioal direotion, each an in
jeotion. Death followed at once.! had never seen those 2 55 in 
the camp previous to this. The reasons for this aotions are unknown' 
to me•. Before I oamt to the bunker, I was myself a witness to Heini 
administering injeotions to 4 Women and the 4 babies they oarried 
at arm. Also here, death was inunediate. This happened in the 
women's hospital. 

In September 1942 a riot broke out in "Buddy" 
(niokname given to the sohool) between German and Jewish prisoners. 
All the Jewish women, 93 of them, were killed by the German 'WOmen. 
They struok them down si thstools, tables, boards' or anything that 
oame handy. Next day they lad dead in the oamp alley near "Buddy". 

The 5S guard reported the prooeeding to S5 
HauptSt.Fuhrer Sohwartz who carried out the inquest. 'The Germans 
said they "eared the Jewesseswould kill them, as the previous night 
the Jewesses had tried to kill the German woman. To the 'question 
"who killed the Jewesses?" nobody ans'.vered at first. 

Then the SS said they would not be punished 
if they reported themselves, as they were only Jews. Also a pros
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pect of liberation was dangled before their eyes if they reported 
themselves. They went in the K.A. On Ootober 16th loame myself in' 
the K.A. They next day I spoke with the girls. They told me the 
whole story. They were told they would go to the artificial rubber 
works. They told me more about the riot; the chief of the Block 
of the punishment oompany (r can't remember his name at the present) 
had incited them to kill the jews, and the SS had helped them to do 
it. They also told me that the night of the riot, the SS guards had 
thrown tiles on the Jews. A few days later, these girls were fetched 
suddenly at 5,30 or 6, and were brought to chief of block 11 of the 
K.A. There each of them received an injection. "Injection Heini" 
and two other SS I did not' know were present. I cannot say wi th 
oertainty if Hauptsturmfuhrer Aumeier or Hauptsturmfuhrer Schwarz 
were also there. One of the 2 was there, which, I am not sure. 

I was accidently in the next room, being ban
daged and got knowledge of the case in this way. The block ohief 
was temporarily arrested and then released again. Nothing further 
happened in this case. "Injeotion Heinj," whose name I do not know, 
has a face like a monkey, he walks with head bent, shoulders high, 
average stature. The prisoner Aurelia Reichert, No. 501, chief of 
the Revier can give further information on this case. Also the 
Jewish ohief M.D. whose christian name was Enna. She was a pro
tegee of Dr. Rode. It,has been said that Dr. Rode gave the orders 
for these injections. Variouspietures were now,presented to me. 
They were piotures of the prisoner Herbert Roman. 

(Note of the instruQ,tor: Mrs. H did recognize 
the prisoner Herbert Roman without doubt. as the various photos were 
presented to her. This Herbert Roman is the man that died from 
starvation. ) 

The two official books of the K.A. were now 
presented to me, to help my memory. After long consideration I must 
declare that these books are not the original books of the K.A. I 
have seen the originals myself. It was twice as big as the 2 oopy 
books put one against the other and 3 or 4 fingers thick. The 
covering is black or dark blue. Also the 2 copy books are not oom
plete. The women. who were always, in great numbers in the X.A., 
were not menti oned. Many men were a1 so mi asing, fo r instanoe one 
Franz Kumme1, who was twice in the K.A. towards the end of my deten~ 
tion, that is June 1943. He was block chief in the X.A. Further, 
I remember prisoners of whom I only rememb~r the christian name, 
and which are not written down, for instance Hugo, Franz and Hannes 
(calfaotor in the K.A.). Hannes and Franz were locked up beoause 
they had at night opened up the cells of tile K.A. to permit to the 
male prisoners sexual intercourse wi th the women. As I heard this 
happened because the 3 S8 of the K.A., suocessors to Gehring 
(possibly it was Gehring himself) took part in this sexual inter
course. 

In the case of the above-mentioned Gralla, th'e 
death mark" a cross. iSndssing in the oopy book. Names of other 
prisoners have now come back to me~ the men killed by Gehring 
is Walter Wal tersoheidt, No. 15476 •. He is recorded as a oase of 
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suioide bJ poison, on 23.3.43. 

The oa8e of the suppression of a,witnes8 i8 


Gustav Vaupel. The prisoner8 mentioned in the first' oopy book under 
the number trom124549 to 124661, arrival date 9th of June 1943, 
6,30 p.m., are the prisoners who· on the next day at 11,30 a.m. were 
8hot as a reprisal. The exit date with 2,30 p.m. i8 false. 

The above-mentioned ohimney sweeper is Stanislaus 
Bialek. The dead oross behind his name 18 also missing. I remember 
further that one of the prisoners who in my time died on starvation 
in the bunker was a Ge~, Erioh Klose b.y name, No. 19860. He be
longed to those who were involved in a jewel oase. This was said to 
be a purely SS matter. 

Other list whioh have stuok on the X.A. list 
are, Bruno Brodniewiea, a German oi then, camp-ohi et, brought in on 
Deoember 30th, 194" liberated on Maroh 25th, 1943. He disappeared 
after he left the bunker. Offioially he was gone to Muhlhausen. The 
rumor was spread in the camp that he was, killed beoause he kn6W too 
much. He oooupied once a oell next to mine. I talked with hin and 
he told me without giving details that, that he knew all about the 
,terrific goings-on in the oamp,', and was arrested because he knew too 
much. 

His suooessor (LudWig) was his ohristian name) 
disappeared also. He was brought in, I believe, in June or July 1944 
by Hauptsturmf. Schwarz., The disappearanoe of a jewish M.D., Samuel 
Mishki, belongs ,to the same type; he worked with Prof. Glanberg, 
thanks to special Berlin reoommendations. He appeared one day in the 
X.A. then was directly taken by ambulance to the crematory and 
killed there. His name is not in the oopy book. As witness against' 
Hauptsturmtuhrer Tauber (captain), the prisoner, Richard Faustmann, 
No. 113666, may be called. He was brought in by Tauber himself. I 
have not found ~ither in theoopybook the names of Heinz, Willy and 
the ::ird from the 'olothes depot Canada who was brought in in April/May 
1943 and shot. . ' 

Hauptsoharfuehrer Gehring, administrator of 
the arrest plaoe, struok the prisoners wi th fists and keys. During 
winter, he would oompel prisoners to go naked in the courtyard, to 
take exercises. When they were well warmed up, he gave them a shower 
with a hose. I witnessed myself one of these oases, as I by ohanoe 
was washing at.the time. Onoe in February an M.D. presumably Dr. 
Xitt, oame up and had Gehring immediately arrested. Gehring oonfessed 
to me onoe about those ill-treatments, that for all he did, he had 
orders from the ppli tical seotion, and menti oned the name of Laohmann. 
I doubt just now whether it is really Lachmann (a small chap, with a 
game le g) and not the criminal Seoretary Wosni tza, S8 Unterschar
fuehrer Kurt Mueller could be called as a witness against Gehring. 

, Untersharrfuehrer (sergeant) Stiebitz, was 
known,as the greatest petticoat hunter in the camp. It was his 
charge to take the men to the brothel. The prisoners concerned, who 
were~wi th me in the hospital, such as Hilde Goltz, Anneliese~ Peter. 
The above-mentioned SOnja Regenscheidt oomplained that he would peep 
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a t them during .. the sexual intercourse. Hauptsturmfu~hrer Sohwarz 
was also.mentioned as equallyourious. Stiebetz had an affair with 
the prisoner Annemarie.Goerlitz. They once had a rendezvous in the 
olothes storeroom and Oberscharfuehrer Tauber told me I must not 
tell this to anyone. I was present myself when Obersturmfuehrer 
'(Lt.) Grabner warned Annemarie GoerHtz. He added, "If it happens 
again you111 just see ••• ," She was then sent, with her haircut, 
to Ravensbruck. It was generally known in the camp that Stiebi tz 
had intimate relations with a Jewish secretary, Iberia Katja. This 
girl was also involved in the prosecution againstUnterscharfuehrer 
Palli taoh, who celebrated orgies in the gipsy camp and was on thi s 
aocount oondemned ~ the tribunal of Breslau, thanks to Stiebitz. 
Katja was fetched out of the bunker after she had been 6 hours there. 
She pretends aotually to be Aryan, but she came to the camp of Jews 
and I have seen myself her Jewish identifioation papers. I also 
know her Jewish brothers, who live in Birkenau. 

As to other names, I also know Unterscharfuehrer 
Heueer. He was the man who interrogated and struck Hild Logauer, 
Regenscheidt, eto., on the Stalin swing. 

SS Oberscharfuehrer (sergeant major) B9ger 
oalled ·himself with relish "the Devil." Formerly I have oalled him 
Porgel. He also had this name in the camp. As I had been released 
two or three days from K •.A., Boger called me. He asked,"Do you 
know me?" I answered "Yes. 1I "What is my name?lI, he asked. He then 
added, 1'1 am the devil." He then asked me why I was interested in 
the Jewess Zirnmerspi tz. He struck me with full power under the ohin 
and in the faoe, so that I tumbled down. 

SS Obsturmfuehrer. I already met the C.0. as 
I was brought i.Ausohwitz. He or the Hauptsturmfuehrer Schwarz used 
to ask the newcomers if there were typists amongst them, whatever 
their profession. I \gave rilineas a helper of a drugstore. The' M.D., 
Van Brodemann wanted to have me for the hospital. Obersturmfuehrer 
Hoess then let seoretary Langenfels give me a room all' to myself in 
Blook 4. A few days later I was ordered' by Obersturmfuehrer Mueller 
to the C.O. because an artisan was wanted. I was received in the 
house by the C.0' IS wife, ~hci in the hall showed me a oarpet and asked 
me if I oould mend it•. I undertook the job and worked at it for two 
days. During thi s tim~ I often saw the C.O. coming and go'ingo 'He 
asked me if I were H, and put no other question to me. He remarked 
that properly he should not employ a poU tical prisoner in his house, 
but his wife had various jobs for me. I then prepared two tapestries, 
a tapestry cushion in silk, a car rug and various blankets. I liked 
to work in the C.O's house, as far as keeping up of the entrance lists 
allowed ffie the time. I still spent the night in camp. As long as I 
worked in the house, I was fed there. I ate alone in a room and the 
same food as the C.O. himself. 

The food consi sted of sovp, entree, meat, vege
tables, and pastries or cakes, fruit salad and coffee. It was ex--' 
tremely good and compared favorably with the menu ofa big hotel in 
peace tiM. The two Jewish tailor girls (whose names I forget) who 
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worked in the. house got the same food. One of themia still alive. 
I talked wi th her a few days before I was sent to Munich. These two 
girls worked from 1942 onwards, until 3 or 4 months ago, uninterrup
tbdly in the C.O.is house. ~ere the C~O. or h~s'Wife secured this 
amazing quantity of material or clothes, I don't know, as the C.O.'s 
wife went very plainly dres\sed, one could say almost too plainly 
dressed. The C.O. soon took a special interest in me. It did not 
.trike me at first, but my fellow prisoners soon drove 'to my notice 
to the fact that the C.O. was stn'kingly interested in me. The C.O. 
had me cailed to him each time he <;ame in the camp, or he came him
self to the place where I worked. 

He talked of business, but laughed at the 
, .ame time in a particular way. I answered in the same way beoause 
I must confess that I liked him as a man. Apart from the frequent 
business talks, he did all he could to favor me and make my deten
tion lighter. In the first room I occupied there were three other 
women. As the C.O. learned this, he ordered Hauptstu~fuehrer 
Aumeier to prepare a special r,oom for me on the floor of Block 4. 
I could decorate this with my own furniture and real carpets. On 
weekends I got a furlough on parole and could also move about freely 
in the town of Auschwitz and could stay out the night. In these 
cases I used to sleep in the buildings of the staff, outside the 
camp. The C.O. also saw me often smoke, which was forbidden to 
prisoners, and never said anything. When I wanted to hide the 
cigarette, he told me not to trouble. I also gotpermi ssion to have 
a personal cook and a maid for my personal needs. Witness for this 
is 5S Hauptsturmfuehr~r Aumeier. On my birthday, a special feast 
was organized forme in the C.O.'s house. The people in camp be
lieved at first that I was related to the C.O. and asked me about it. 
The C.O. expressed his particular fee11ngs for me for the first time 
as in May 1942, his wife being out, I w".s in his vi-lla, sitting by 
the radio. Without a word, he came to me and gave me a kiss. I 
was surprised and frightened, escaped him and locked myself up in 
the toilet. There were too many obst~cles between him and m~ on 
account of his position and the fact that he was married. From then 
on, I did not come in the C.O.'s house any more. ,I reported myself 
as sick and tried, to hide from him when he asked for me. Though 
he suoceeded time and again in finding me, on this oooasions, he did 
not talk of the kiss. I was only twioe more in his house before my 
birthday, ~ order. Then onoe on my birthday. ,Then he sent the SS 
HauptsturmfuehrerMueller to tell me that I was free on Sunday and 
I should bathe, have my hair dressed, put on niy best olothes and 
oall on his witeon Sundays. At the end of September his wife told 
me I need not come any more for the time being, as the C.O. was siak 
in Bielitz'and she was with him. Two or three days later, the Super
vi Bor Drechsel took the work away from me. 

A fortnight later, I was sent to the S.L. As 

reason, I was told r had committed. some infraction in the C.O.'s 

house. Thereupon I wrote a letter to theC.O., another to his wife 

and another to his cook, the prisoner Sophie Stipple In these, I 
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explained the faots and asked them to take no acoount of rumors and 
to do something for me. As an answer the next day at 1.30 p.m.' I 
was transferred to the Kommandanturarrest. This was on October 16, 
1942. On this day, I should have entered the hospital as Chemist, 
beoause a month before the deputy 55 head M.D. had come in the oamp 
and had hinted at my liberation and removal to a hospital on the 
East Front. I pointed out that on aooount of my' long detention. 
my nerves wouldn't 'stand it. Then the M.D,. said'that I muatwork 
in the as Hospital in Auschwitz. I was to train at onoe in the 
prisoners' hospital before I went into quarantine. S~ill on the 
.ame day, about 8130 p.m. Injeotion HeiDi oame to fetoh me. I re
fused to work with dewesses and remarked that I needed no training. 
Then oame the as Obersturmfuehrer Kraetzer and ,said I oould spend 
my quarantine in oamp, ae I was quite healthy anyhow. During this 
four weeks quarantine in oamp. I ahould train nurse, prisoner, 
Gertrud llalor-ny. This I did. I was brought to the K.A. by super
visor Hasse. As we passed by the sentry, she told him$ "this one 
shall not come baok." No one oould or would give me the reasons 
for my arrest. Until January 1943, I was quite well in K.A. Usually 
I had a one person cell, provided with a good bed and mattress. I 
had a table and a stool, could read, write and smoke. I wrote 2 or 
3 times to the C.O., through the politioal direction (58 Obersturm
fuehrer Grabner) and asked for the reason of my ,detention. I never 
got an answer.' During this time, SS Hauptsturmfuehrer Aumeier, SS 
Hauptst~fuehrer Schwarz and SS Obersturmfuehrer Grabner came oc
casionally to see me. They told me my case depended directly upon 
the C.O. I was all right. And then they would laugh. Acoording 
to my recollection, on December 16, 1942, about IIp.m. I was al
ready asleep, suddenly the C.O. appeared before me. I hand't heard 
the opening of my cell and was suoh frightened. It was dark in the 
cell. I believed at first it was, an SS man or a prisoner and said. 
'twhat is thi 8 tomfoolery, I forbid you.'" Then I heard "Pst" and a , 
pooket lamp was lighted and lit the face of the C.O. I brOke out, 
"Herr Kommandant." Then we were both silent a long time. As I had 
composed myself, I thought something evil was afoot and asked~ '~hat 
is wrong?" Then Hoess spoke his first wordS, "You are coming out." 
I asked, "Now, at once?" He answered once more, "Pst. Be very quiet, ' 

,we'll talk it over'" and sat at the foot of my bed. I re:mindedhim 
I had written to him and why di'Cin't I get an answer, 'and why was I 
under arrest?" He didn't answer this, but asked if I wasn't all 
right, he had done everything to improve my condition, and did I 
need anything. Then he mov~d up slowly from the end of the bed and 
tried onoe more to lciss, me. I defended myself and made some noise. 
He then warned me to be quiet, nobody knew he was there. I asked 
him how he had come in and if no one had seen him. He told me he 
had oome through the garden door and had unlocked the door himself. 

r I'was again very irritated and told him that 
my liberation from prison had been arranged for the 16th of October 
and that I should have been working for a long time in the SS hos
pi tal. He answered that my liberation was approved, but ,he did ,not 
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know that I was supposed to work in the S8 hospital. He answered 
that he would first have to look in: 'J:;heAots beo.,use he had been 111 
and this was hi s first. time baok in·the: oamp and he oame directly 
tome. I asked him then why he oame atnigb.t.·1 told him that he 
oould see me during the day in the Kommandanteur. I did not lose 
the idea of being exeouted. The S8 Oberaturmbanntuhrer Hoss told 
me I oould be quite unoonoerned. I was under his proteotion and he 
only oame to talk alone without disturb1ngme. He asked me then 

;"1 why I was always so reserved with him. I told him that as Komman
dant. he was for me a respeotful personality and. that he waa 
married. He said then I should not worr". that he knew what he waa 
doing. He requested me to be his fri~nd. Then he tried again to 
kiss me and was somewhat sweeter. During all that time r was very 
anxious, listening and looking at the dOQr that was open, beoause. 
r could not forget that somebody was staying outside. The Komman
dant was not allowed to go alone in the oamp. Thereforer could 
not believe that he oame alone to me. I insisted again that he 
should go away. Finally he went away and told me that r should 
think about 1 t and that he w.ould oome baok. I .said then "But 
please not during the night." He olosed the door very quietly and 
one oould hear the noise of boots from oe11 ;::6 where I was. I did 
not hear the outer gate olose or the front door. These doors were 
always shut during the night. Two nights later, again a fn min
utes after 11 o'olook as he had told me, he oame again. He asked 
me if I had made a decision. I said "No, r didn't want to" and I 
to~d him "All r wanted was to be released." He said then that he 
had prepared everything. He had· arranged a ·n10e room in a very 
beautiful house. To my question as to. when r would finally bere~ 
leased, he answered that I would see it very soon. Then we had a 
very long talk for two hours on personal questions•. He did .not say 
anything about himself. He asked me about my life and my family . 
si tuation which were not in my records. At the end he tried again 
tOlbe friendly. I resisted and made him wait saying that the door 
was open and that somebody could always come. He said that I should 
not worry that nobody·would oome. I didn't let that influence me 
and he went away 1n a nasty temper. Th~ following day was Sunday. 
In the morning he made a Bunker inspeoti9n. Then I had to go in 
another oe11 that one could open and shut from the inside. It was, 
if r remember oorrectly, C.ell #6. Some days later,. he oame again 
during the night•. He asked then if he should go away. I said "no". 
He asked me what I had to say. I told him he knew what I had to 
say. Then he oame to. me in bed and we had sexual interoourse. Some 
days later he came again. This time he undressed himself oompletely. 
At midnight there wasa!&.rm. I think. something was on fire eome
where in oamp. Outisde in the hall the light was turned on. One 
could hear the steps of Gehring. Hoss hid himself naked in the 
corner ,behind·the door and r hid the uniform in bed. During these 
moments the light went on a !Short time. Uehring looked through 
the spyhole and put the light out'i:!rimedlateiy. When everything 
was quiet, Hoss put his cloth~s on and went outside but came back 
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soon and said he oould not go out of the oamp beoause there was too 
muoh movement. He stayed then with me until after one o'olook. The 
following times he, did not undress again. He just made. himself 
oomtortable. All in all we had 4 or 5 ni&hts of sexual interoourse. 
His interest in me did not seem to lag. We had later still aome 
oonversations together. I brought up the sUbjeot of my liberation 
once again. He said I had to have patience. He had started an in
quiry a.gainst the Superintendent, Miss Hartma.n. When he oame to me 
the following time" I asked oooasionally what would happen to me if 
he was disoovered. He said I ought to deny it and asked me if I 
would do it. I swore silenoe. He gave me then the advioe if more 
was asked to say that a prisoner had oome to me. I replied that I 
did not know any prisoners. He thought he knew that more SS men and 
,nice looking Capos had interest for me. Then he asked what I had 
with Fliohtinger. I told him that he had written me and that I had 
answered him telling him not to annoy me. Then he asked if it was 
an affair of a nioe Capo. I desoribed him as being small and not 
oompletely to my taste~ His advioe was then that I should indioate 
Fiohtinger. I did not like to indioate Fiohtinger but he thought I 
oould do it quietly. For me nothing would happen if I had relations 
wi th a prisoner. He took a sheet of paper out of his notebook and 
I had to give him, in the light of his flashlight, a written declar
ation that I had aoquaintance with the prisoner Frans Fichtinger. 
This paper he put in a small leather book. Hoss did not give me any
thing but he lost onoe by me' the strap of hi s gloves. A strap wi th 
a button where the Nappa is. This strap I keep in my luggage. 

Those oonversations were the oocas+on that 
duri ng the night of the fire the prisoner 8S man Eduard Lookhauser
baumer who was in a oell near to mine (prisoners presenoe there sub
sequently checked in prison files) heard the sound of the boots on 
the pavement and looked outside his cell and saw Hoss, but he had 
taken him for the Obersturmi'uhrer SohWarz. He spoke to me about 
him from oell to oell~ During his last visit, the Kommandant said 
he wanted to oome back to me. But soon afterwards at the beginning 
of Febr.ua.ry I had a very severe attaok. Always before it hadigone 
a.way. I thought it was a gallstone attaok. This diagnosis was oon
firmed b.r Dr. Stassel, Bunkerdoctor. In the evening I had a seoond 
attack with te,rrible vomitting. Then the prisoners doctor came" Dr. i 

, i 
IDoring. After examipation he told me oarefully, "You are pregnant". 
,The following day he oameagain and examined me thoroughly. He . 

established the faot defiirl. tely that I was pregnant· 8 weeks. He , i 
asked me who was the man. 1. told him I oould not answer and asked : I 

him not to say anything about 'it. I urged him at the same time to 
help me. Therefore, the following day a janitor at the Bunker, I 

'f'think Teresiak, handed me through the window two medicines. ,I took .;; 
one. As I got terrible pains, I threw the second away. Dr. Doring 
did not oome anymore. After this attempt at abortion' I was taken 
into a speoial cell of the dungeon, whioh is a small dark hole and . i only very little air can pass into it. Otherwise it was quite dark. 
One can just stand in that hole or stay on the knees to have a 
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ohange of the position. The next morning when Gehring oame to fetoh 
me I was oompletely naked as r had been washing. Just as r was 
finishing, Qehring took me alongJ he only allowed1me to put on an 
apron. Witness of this is Rottenfuhrer Muller. I had to stay in the 
above desoribed cell all the time. I was not told the reason. When 

\ 'I was in the dungeon, I got terribly afraid and started orying for 
whioh Hannes had to pour several buokets of water on me. The reason 
why I oried so terribly was beoause there was a dead body in the oell 
whiohI oould feel in the darkness. 1 was taken out of that oell 
and was put into ~he next one. As I continued crying onoemore 
several buokets of water were poured on me. The first days, I re
oeived the normal quantity of interneeS' food. After that I only 
got some bread and ooffee and eaoh 4th day r received some oooked 
food. For a period of 9 weeks I had no possibility to wash myself 
and the last 17'days there was no using the w.e. :1 had to do this 
in my oel1. During the imprisonment I asked Rottenfuhrer Muller to 
bring me some olothes as I felt very oold. He advised me to ~alk 
to Gehring. Gehring turned up several times, opened the little hole 
and oalled "old oow, hysterical goat", when I asked him for a drop 
of water. He expressed surprise several times that I had not died 
yet. (Note of interrogatorl While talking of these things she be
came rather exicted., One can clearly see how terrible the reminder 
of this time af:fects here). As far as loan remember it must have 
been winter time when I was in that cell beoause Gehring gave orders 
to cutt off the steam heat for my cell. About that time also Ober
sturmfuhrer Grabner and Hauptsturmfuhrer Aumeier were in front of 
my cell. The door of my oell Was not quite closed whioh enabled me 
to see those two. I oould also hear that they spoke in front of 
Herman Roma,n t s cell and when Roman asked them to save his life, 
Aumeier just replied, "you will die you dog." I had to vomit and 
felt better after that. After my release from this special oell, 
I asked the neighbor of the next oell how to manage an abortion. 
This was about April or May in 1943. Miss (Mrs) Regensoheidt told 
me to get hold of a long needle with which I should open the .ovary 
and put green soap inside. The above-mentioned Kurt Muller brought 
me those things along as I told him I needed it for my washing. 
Wi th the support of a mirror I started trying it with the result 
that I lost a lot of blood and the spot became rather swollen. The 
whole trial was without any result. I believe it was the 26 of June 
when I was r'eleased, the very same day when the exeoution of the 
Jewess Zimmerspit& took place. When Aumeier gave the order to get 
out, I also entered the corridor. Obersturmfuhrer Grabner when he 
saw me said, "for heavens sake that is N" and I was sent baok into 
the cell. To Aumeier he said, "she will be sent back into the camp." 
This order was given by the commander. She will be sent to Buddy 
as Blockalteste (in charge of a barraoks). Instead of that I was 
sent back into the puni shment oompany where Oberacharfuhrer Tauber 
received me. He said I got here b.Y special order of the oommander 
and would have all advantages. I got into the hospital where I re
ceived sOloothing which mana 6ed the abortion. In the punishment 
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oompany I was allowed then to stay in bed for ten or twelve days. 
After my convalesence I worked 3 months as a janitress. After that 
I was in ohargeof the kitchen and had to go into the hospital again 
on account of bronohitis. Eefore my release I got typhus. Ever 
since I am in the hospi tal wai ting to be transferred to Munich. On 
the 12th of July I was supposed to be sent to Munich' as the whole 
hospital was cleared out. That was in 1944. Only five old jewish 
women and myself stayed. Obersturmfuhrer Hessler intended to put me 
in the dungeon until I was sent to Munich.. When I refused he got 
order fram the comniander that I will be taken into the new barracks 
for the time being. While there the civilian employee, Dr. Go bel, 
of the Glauberg station, gave the order that I shall 'have to be 
Bent to Birkenau for gal._ In fact I was put together with the 
other Jewish women into the oar, but in the very last moment the 58 
man in charge of the Glauberg statio:r;t oame and gave order to bring 
me back again. The clerk of the hospital office, the internee 

. Adolf Laatsch assured me that Dr. Gobel put my name as the first 
one on the list of those ,who are going to pass the e;as chambers. 
I still have to point out that in the presence of Prof. Glauberg 
and the Camp Commander I had to meet Dr. Doring. Nobody else was 
present. I was asked whether I knew Dr. Doring. This question 
was put to me by the Camp Commander, Mr. Eaer. Dr. Doring gave me 
a sign not to say anything and answered. "No. I do not know this 
woman", and I agreed that I did not know him. After this meeting 
I immediately said to Prof. Glauber€; and the 'doctors that I did 
recognize Dr. Doring•. Prof. Glauberg asked me why I did not say 
so before. I replied that I did not know the purpose of this 
meeting and Dr. Doring immeidately had said that he did not know me. 
Fifteen minutes later I wrote a note to Commander Hoss telling him 
about the meeting and declaration. A second note which I sent to 
the Commander said that Prof. Glauberg refuse'd to take me into the 
new station and I asked for orders from him. Two or three days 
later, Hauptscharfuhrer Klausen was sent to me by the Commander to 
ask me whom I gave those I etters to as he did not receive same. 
Klausen advised me to hand him all the letters which I wanted to 
send to the Commander so as to be sure that they would reach their 
destination. After that I was asked by the Commander to ,state any 
special wishes I had about food. I was allowed to write them on a 
list. I did so arid it was signed for a~reement by the Commander. 
The meeting with the Commander Hoss in the presence of the SS Judge 
Untersturmfuhrer Wiebeck took place as follows: I was asked by 
Wiebeck what enabled me to say that the Commander knew who was with 
me in the dungeon. ' I laughed, and the Commander said that this was 
qui te unclear to him. He got rather excited and put hi s hand on the 
bed to steady himself. He conri rmed ah 0 that I behaved very de
cently and that I had been kept in the dun~eon for my own protec
tion. He did not know anything as to why I was kept in that little 
hole. To the contrary, he accused him for not having said anything 
to him about that. When I was told that in January 1943 Hoss re
fused my release from camp on account of very bad behavior# I did 
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not ha:ve any declaration for that. About the fears which I had in 

oonnecti on with 'my t'ransfer t01I4uni9h, I spoke ,to my , fiancee, the' 

already mentioned Fichtinger. He advised me under all circumstanoes 

not to mention the commander's name. I was also careful enough to 

put myself under psychiatrio oare for a period of 6 weeks. The 

oertifioate about this from the Polish oamp dootoral well as the 

written diaries about everything that happened are in the possession 

of Fiohtinger. I also want to say that once I listened to a talk 

between several internees, the names of whom I do not know. They 

said that they were keeping a hiding place together with some SS, 

men where they got same very valuable thingsl foreign money, ~old 


and silver, whioh they want to take along after the olearing out 

of Camp Ausohwitz. Some of that staff was supposed to be in a house 

whioh was lett alone and wassi tuatedon the way to Bam,ense. I 

myself know the house by talk but I do not know where in this area 

the stuff is kept. The other part of thos valuable things are 

supposed to be underneath Block No.2 in the men's oamp. 


Waste of textiles, The textiles were stored 
in IOveral barraoks of whioh I only know two. Those have been 
olear,d out. Thosebarraoks were full to the ceiling with olothes, 
furs, suitcases, bags and boots. All those things were kept there 
for suoh a long time and without any care being taken that the 
rats spoiled them untilthey beoome unusable, with the result that 
they had to load all that stuff on truoks and carry it to the ore
matorium to be burned. Hauptsoharfuhrer Eftinger was respond ble 
for that. He used to alway. drink and fool around with wanen all 
the time. When I left Ausohwitz, the textiles were stored in stone 
buildings and the intern in charge told me the same thing was 
happening as it did before. I saw them burn great hills of valuable, 
suitcases, leatherware, and boots which were spoiled from the wetness. 

Ravensbruokl I have been in Ravensbruok as 
from the 5/12/41 until 24/3/42. During that time I saw many oases 
of cruelty and very bad treatment agai'nst internees. I saw, the head 
Woman guard, Mandel, when she sent dogs against the internees. 
Those internees, were wounded and immediately sent into the punish
ment company. No oare was taken about them and the majority died 
there on aocount of their own wounds. 57 of the lOOP internees who 
were transferred from Ravensbruok to Ausohwitz were, still alive at 
the time of my, departure. Those 570an be used as witnesses. The 
pol!tical department of Ravensbruokwas supposed to have a special 
oell in the dungeon into which no air could oome. Intemees who 
would not oonfess were kept in here. Slowly water was let in it and 
when it was right up to the head, the internee would ask through 
the little hole once more if they would confess. If he refused more' 
water was let in until he drown~d. IrmgardLudwig who is still alive 
offered herself as a witness. She said that she had seen ,a dead 

, body floating in the cell. Also the internee who had to do all the" 
cleaning in the dungeon and was transferred with me to Auschwitz told 
me when We were together in the hospital that things were like that. 
~he also said that there was a guard woman named Mandel who used to 
beat internee. in the oel18 after some oloth was put in front of the 
eyes to keep them from seeing. ' 
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SPEC.IAL" CASE REPORTS 

Some of the more outstanding oase. reports are 
summarized below: 

SCHILLING, Kurt Karl, Dr. 
Dr. Sohilling w&s apprehended by this detaohment 

to ascertain his oonneotion with the various medical ex:perimental ' 
stations of the camp. He retired from the practice of medicine in 
1932. He had been, for many years, Professor of Parisitology at the 
Medical Sohool of the University of Berlin, and for the past 20 years 
had been partioularly interested in malaria. In 1936, he was 
s\DlllIloned by a Dr. Conti, Minister of Health, to .appear personally 
before Himmler. Sohilling stated he was ordered by Himmler to pro
ceed to the Daohau Conoentration Camp for the purpose of researoh in 
an attempt to find a method of speoifically iJl'llluni zing individuals 
against malaria. .This he did sinoe 1936, and in this pe~od of time 
he inooulated some 2,000 people with malaria. 

. . 


WIEBECK, Gerhard 
Subject is an 8S judge holding the rank of SS 

Oberaturmfuhrer. Subjeot is a lawyer by proteuion and in this oap
acity seoured employment with the State Polioe in Berlin, where he 
remained until 1940. In 1939, he attained the rank of Untersturm

" 
"fuhrer in the All~eine SS beoause of his position on the Help 


Crimes Comndssion. In February 1940, Wiebeok was transferred to , 

V.affen SS as a soldier in Prague, ,and beoame an 88, judge in. November 

1943. As an SS judge, subjeot was charged with investigation of all 1, 

crimes ooll1l:'.i tted by SS men and from this point of view has much in- . " 

i 

j 


formation to offer oonoerning SS men. I. 


WELTER, 'Wilhelm - as Oberscharfuhrer 
Subject beoame member of the NSDAP and the SA 

in 1932. He joined thesS Totenkopf un! t, Daohau in 1936. Welter 
was arbeitsdienstfuhrer in the oonoentration camp. 'He was very 
brutal and was aooused of killing many prisoners and prisoners of 
war. For one-half year, subjeot was also in charge of the Fried
richshafen branch of the Daohau Conoentration Camp. In 1946 during 
an interview with SS General Pohl on the oamp grounds, he was trans
ferred to the Russian front, consequently wounded and returned to 
Germany to train the HJ Birgsau, Allgue. From there he made a trip 
to Dachau on 7 May 1945, and was apprehended 9 May 1945. Subjeot's 
interrogation revealed the hideout plaoe of 300 higher SS offioers 
in the mountains. 

SCHUSTER, Heinrioh, Johann 
Subject was an inmate of the AuschwitzConcen
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tration Camp from 1942' to January 1946. There he assisted the SS 
dootors in the hosp! tal wards. He was aooused' of singling out o;ther 
internees for the ~s ohamber despite the faot that he had only ~ 
studied for ~ years and was not a dootor. 'In January 1945.. he was 
transferred to the Daohau Conoentratton Camp where he again volun
teered to work ,in the hospi,tal. SO,hust~r;was ar~ested after trans
ferring baok from the hospital to the oamp ground while ,he was 
trying to mingle wi th the other internees. 

~TTGEH.lFranz :- ,SSHa~pt8oharf'uhrer 
" .' ., ."Rapportfuhrer, inth~oa.nlPLsubje,ot is an out- , 

standingex8.mple~ of iri~t:in'!e;,p.:orue1 ty: and,brutali ty,.' He partici~ 
pated in the killing of many polit16alprisoners 'as well as the 
killing of, many prisoners o.f war. " On 27 AprH 1945, he left Daohau ' 
wi th an evaouation transport. Over 12QDpeople were killed on the 
'Way. Subjeotwas reoognized and appreHended by informants wo'rking' 
for thisde'taohment about 3D ki10ineters di'stanoe from Daohau. 

, " ,.- > 

KICK, Johann-' SS Untersturmfuh,rer " " 
, Former ohief of the Political Department of 

the Daohau ConoentrationCamp, head of the STAPO AU8senstelle Daohau" 
Kiok related that he entered the 'PoU tioal Department' of the Daohau 
Conoentration Camp on 20, May 1937 as a :hearer of oases" and that in 
January 1938" he was named Chief of the department by SS Stw.-"nifuhrer 
Beok, Oberregierungsra.t of the 'Gestapo" Munioh. He held this posi
tion until August 1944.. when he was put in oharge of STAPO Aussen
atelleDaohau. In his new position Kiok us oharged with'reo,ruiting 
espionage agent~ from the Daohau Co no ehtrationCamp., He relied al
most wholly on intimidating and oO,eroive methods. 

SUSE, Edmund Theodor:;. Member Gestapo-Paris 
Subjeot was brought to the attention of this de

taohment during the i"ve~tig8.tion andsoreening for the pod tion of 
Assistant Mayor in Daohau. It was revealed that subjeot was inter..;. 
preter for the Gestapo in Paris. Invest1~tion.in his house pro
duoed a list of party members frqm Allaoh" photographs of members of, 
the NSDAP-Allach wearing the Golden Party pin '(old fighters). His 
olaims that he was i~ the S8 Strarlager could not be verified. 

LIHDTZKY, Roland - Member Gestapo - Prague 
SubJeot joined the NS student organization in 

P~ague one month after the Gennans had'taken over on 26 April 1939. 
He was hired by Polizeirat Lustig" Gestapo Prague, in June' 1939.' He 
reoeived 170, marks a month for his servioes" whioh consisted' of trans
lations" housesearohes and interpreting during interrogations•. Sub
jeot claims that he was arrested 17 June 1940, in Prague for stealing 

,soap and ooffee. His oase was heard January 1942 by RSHA-SSSturm
bannfuhrer Muller. Subjeot was subsequently sentenoed to 5 years" 
3 months" and was moved to the S5 Straflager" Camp Daohau.. 5 November 
1942. In April 1943" he olaims to have been made medioal aid man in 
the 5S pri son. Dn 25 April 1945" three days before the Aplerioans 
arrived" subject was issued a Red Cross annband. 
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RECHENBERGER 
Subject tried to give i~formation about the 

hideout of a minor SS member. He olaims to have been in the S5 
Straflager for 2~ years when he left the RAD. He has the 'S8 
bloodgroup on his ann and could not be identified as having been 
in the SS Straflager. He was only 'known to two other arrested 
persona ••• 8USE and LIHOTZKY. Since subjeot,was not in the camp 
grounds but tried to get in voluntarily to give vague information, 
and sinoe his story is obviously false, he is possibly an enemy agent. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
The administration, supervision, and control 

of the Dachau Concentration Camp was divided into five departments: 

Abteilung I ~ Komm'andanture (Commander of Camp and Personal Staff) 

Abteilung; II - Politische Abteilung (Political Department) 

Abteilung III - Schutzhaftlager (The Internees' Camp) 

Abteilung IV - Verwaltung (Administration) 

Abtellung V , Reviere (Hospitals) 


The most important department, though it appears 
subordinate to the camp commander, was the Political Department. 
ThiS department was under the command of KICK,Johann (Kriminal 
Sekretar, SD UntersturmfUhrer, Head of BTAPO Aussenstelle in Dachau), 
who was in contact with Berlin, and it was this department's func
tionto check and counter-oheck not only the camp commander's activ
ities with the orders that the oamp commander received from higher 
authorities, but to investigate the activities of all departments at 
Daohau. 

The chief funotion of the Political Department 
was to screen and proces8 all political and other types o,f criminals, 
the keeping of their records, the notification of the hi gher in
terning authorities of deaths, disoharges, or other disposition of 
the internees. Death sentences of internees were received by this 
department (from Berlin), and these sentences were referred for ex
ecution to Abteilung III (Schutzhaftlager), and upon the execution 
of the above, this department was responsible for turning in a final 
report of the carrying out of these orders. 

Gestapo came from Munich to carry on interro
gations at Dachau. It was the responsibility of this department to 
interrogate and abuse Russian prisoners of war who were brought here 
for that specific purpose. Orders for the inhumane interrogation of 
the Russian prisoners of war were carried out by this department. 

Another function of this department was to re
crui t internees by intimidation ,for sabotage and espionage work. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART - DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP 

f 

t Lager Kommandant 
! 
tI (Camp Commander)

I 
t 

Politioal Department 

I 
Internees' Camp 

1st Sohutzhattlagerfuhrer 
2nd Sohutzhaftlagerfuhrer 
3rd Schutzhaftlagerfuhrer 
Rapportfuhrer 
Blookfuhrers 

I 

Personal Staff 

Adjutant 
St&bsoharfuhrer 
Personnel Dept. 
Transportation Dept•. 
Dungeon 
Crematory 
Radio Station 
Internees t Work 
Welfare Department 
Hazi Ideology 
Counter Espionage 

. I 
Administration 

Food 
Clothing 

. Lodging 
Finanoe ~. Cashier 
Internees' Staff 
Internees' Canteen 

Hospitals as TrooE!.. 

8S Hospital 
Internees' Hospital 
Malari.. Station 

(Seo urity ) 

.. 
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SURVEY OF INTERNEES AT DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP Irf NATIONALI TIES 

AT LI BERATION ... 29 APRIL 1945 

German Nationals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1173 (i~ol. 6 women) 

Belgianl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 848 

Danes•••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 1 

British•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8 

Es tonians ••••••••••••••••••• ~.•••••••••••••••• 11 

Frenoh................ o ••••••••••••••••'••••••• 3918 

Greeks ••••••••• ¥ •••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 195 


'I tal iana•••••••••••••••••••••• e·•••••••••••••• 2184 

Croatl ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 103 

Serbs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 79 

Slovenes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2907 

Lat1anis •••• o •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 27 

Lithuianians••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 39 

Alsace Loraines •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 36 
 1 


j: 
" 

Luxembourgers •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 133 
 " 

I''.• 

Norwegians ••••••••••••••••••••••••• • , ••••••••• 79 

Poles ••••• e.•••••• ,•••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••• 9082 (inol. 96 women) 


Dutch•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 558 


Rumani&n8 •••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 50 

Ru8sians ••••••••••••• J 4258 (inol. 9 women) 

Slovaks •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 44 

Al9anians •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30 ,." ,:

Americana •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 

Maltese •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 Ii 

" 


Ii,Arabians ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 , 

Armenians •••••••••••••••"•••• •••••.•••••••••••• 2 !. 

Finns •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

I raqa ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• ••••• 1 I, 

Irans•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 1 I' 


Turks ••• •'. 0 3 

Spanish •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 194 

Exiles ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21 

C'eahs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; •••• ~ ••••• 1632 


~ , , 

Hungarians ••••••••• • " ••••••• 0: 670 (ino1. 34 women) 

Bulgarians ••••••••••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••• 8 

Portugese •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

Sw'iss •••••••••••••••••••••••••• '•••••••••••••• 2 

Austrians ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 253 

Annex-Germans •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

Sudetens ••••••••• • -••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 

Jews ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2539 '(inal. 225 women) 


Total •••••••••••••••••• :31,432 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONA_L!'RCHIVE:: 

. , 

Number of Internees Processed Through Dachau 

From 1933 to 1939 (Numbered card index system•••••••••••••• 39,000 
From 1933 to 1939 (Unnumberedcards) ••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• 21,000 
From March 1940 to 26 April 1945••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 161,930 

(From card index: system estabhshed March 1940. Cards 
numbered from No.1 and continued up to 26 April 1945) 

Transports arriving 3 weeks prior to American ocoupation ••• 7,000 
(No permanent records kept due to oonfusion and 
breakdown of the administrative departments during 
the attempted evacuation) 

Total 	 228,930 

Natural Deaths at Dachau 
1945: 	 Januaryl •••••••••••••••• 3,800 

February••••••••••••••••3,200 
March •••••••• ~ •••••••••• 3,700 
April •••••••••••••••••••4,000 

*Notel 	 Compiled from card index system. 

,; 	 Executions 
Total number of Jews brought in from other concentration 

campS for exeoutions from June 20, 1944 to November 23, 
194••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 29,138 

I Non-Aliens (Germans from foreign countries) 
1945: Jan., Feb., Mar •••••••••••• 4861 
1944: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1987f 
1943: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1108t, 
1942: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5194I, 
1941: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2898t 

r 	 194\): Oct., Nov., Dec............ 669 

I, 
), 

Total 16,717 

*Hote: 	 Partial fit:;ures compiled from accurate records. 'However, the 
most important and completo records of Dachau Concentration 
Camp were destroyed three weeks prior to American occupation. 

66 


33308.2 




t8f1tt'& 


.

THE INTERNATIONAL PRISONERS' COMMITTEE 

Presidents Patrick OtLeary, Major England 

Vioe-president: Michailow Nikolai, G~neral USSR 

Haulot Arthur, Parliament Member Belgium 

Memberss Kothbauer, Alfons Austria 

Parra, Vinoens Spain 

Miohelet, Edmond France 

Boellaard,Will.em Holland 

Pallavicini, Georg Hungary 

Melodia, Giovanni Italy 

Wirtz Luxemburg 

Kokoszka, Josef Poland 

Blaha, Franz Czeohoslovakia 

Juranie, Oskar Yugoslavia 

Kuci, Ali Balkans 

Jokarinis Greeoe 

Becker, Rasmus Norwa.y 

Muller, Oscar Deutschland 

secretary: Malozewski, Leon 
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