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DIGEST' 

...-, "., 

[;'... ', ':"r\" .,.' ". . . '~~.~.Bene 11 , IDe., l!I'.,Y~C. . ~\ . ,~:;,. : "/ .:>::.:t.. :.~\,~~. '" ,., 
","'''''',.Joseph, Wachsberg, Jilavana " 

.. " I :: '" ~ ;, ' 

David Halpern, Havana 	 , "", :l',;rlf,~,',',~,~.~:~ '.~.~. :;i~'~'. .' :. J. 

, ,!'f'~" 	 ·':~!:';~~t< ',' :,;,:" , , 
,Basi, fOt Inyastip.tlOn:Ronell,:';desired' a:.~icense :., (BY 2732(8) to secure the 

release from the N.Y. Customs House of p~:~~~~ddi~o'~d!~'::~iiea.:at $7768~ The diamonds 
, were reported to be the property of the Germ'air'aovernment~, ",'

i 

.. " " >: '~JV&\;;~;+~: :'d;,:('!~::~~'~;:~<;'~{ :;,} :,,: :',', , 
Background InformatiOn: Bonell,,;,t,lnc:f. ~,; :a:!:diamoi1d; firm" was established in 

1935; its officers, directors and stockholders areaJ.l natUralized citizens. Joseph 

, Wachsberg, a Belgian "national," actedai:;:~nt fo'r,;~~ell in the transaction involving 

, the foregoing diamonds. Mr. Wachsberg wa~~:''Well 'lalQWJ1:'to:' the 'executives of Ronell whea 


the former was a diamond merchant inBelgi'Wll~, ,', , ,:' , , 
. . . ,~.: '. i(:'~ ~ .,~, ·ri·,...· >.. ";.\ ,.". ~',~ "', 

David Halpera, now ~n Havana, '!W8.s: engaged' i~y,)~~': diamond business in Lisbon 
for OTer 15 years. The executives of Ronell are Ul¥1,cq'lla,i~ted with Halpern. 

. - .;~;\ ~..:,~:.:.~-~,~ , 

"- ' "',~'., ~/~4~·~:~~~"~~.P,- ...... '.' . 
Results of the Inyestigation: 'Mr.' Wachsberg""iD4i~~11.ed that the diamonds were 

purchased ,in Ouba from Mr. Halpern and t~:t~\they '( the ,,;,:d1aDiOnds) were probably of Belgium 
origin. The Customs Examiner was also o,f ·,:t~e opinion<'t~t: the, diamonds were cut in 

-	 '...~ ... . '. 
Belgium. ',,';;,. ." 

' 

' 
'},;;~;,:Y"'i~:;:;~i';~~/<' '::,,' , 

In the course of this investigation, however,' it was discovered that Ronell 
was holding funds ($12,890~lO) on its o~;~.~?ksin~,~,~~\,;~e of"Mr. Wachsberg whereas, 
acoording to the specifio pro,!1iions of ',l~~,!!l~eB ,~i.,~<48?83 and NY 199303, the funds 

...-"ould have been deposited in the Manufacturers.,Trust , C01ltpaDY.'to the blooked account 
, t 	-. ~ ·.t,'l.,'F"·~i~~i':;· ~ .. ,:~,-I\ol':·'"·-''' ~~;}... , . ...•. . '" :.. 

Or .1 
, , 	 \'~_. Mr. Wachsberg. Moreover, Ronellhad~~\>~84va~e:s" to, Mr."Wachsbergwithout apply

'ing for Treasur.r licenses~ ,,:I:':+':;"7:!{~r • :..,c,:r,":,",; ,"-' ..": " , , 

, lDverything considered, Boilell,";~~~:~wes 'ib~~e of'-$5515~95 to Mr~ Wachsberg. 
Form TFR-300 has been filed.":;:!,}'::'; , "" · 

'.'t:- " .. " ~ 

Q'JlOludoD.: No evidence was disc6veredtbatthe foregoing diamonds were the 
property of the German Government., (The cQntrol copiJ;:'of'this report was given to 
Mr~ A~ A. Xats in connection with application Bo. NY,ii~~~,8~:" A.n additional copy was 
sent to Mr. Grills in connection wi th th~ foregoing v.~elations.). .• 	 .. '., '\ *. 

cc: 	 Mr~ Bennett 

Mr~ Blake 
 ..• :,l:f:t: ~.i~~\:,:\'
Mr~ Oameron 

Mr. Oarre ': :,,!,:~r. Towson,', 


'.. ,~ ... ;. 
" 	

Mr. Da7 ',:~ ..Mr. Volentine' < 

Mr~ Fox 
 '~.,~~t;~~~~,;,,(,,; 

I,." 

, ~, 

PGarelick:hk 2/24/42 
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As a result of this investl~~:i;pp·. it, '.appears that'· 
licenses NY l4828.3 and NY 19930.3 bav~ no.:t'."b.enOOlycomplied 
with, as but $2,000.- of the .$1.4,890.10::"p&.ici.: for 'the diamonds, 
covered by' these two licensE;sii was de~8ited in the .Manuf'acturers 
Trust CoinpaJV' tq the credit::()f Josef Wai:ilisberg. The balance' 
owing him ($12.,$0.10) ap~s on t~~~/p..~~~.' of~onell, Inc., 

;. t ' ... 

FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

as an "open- account ~able. , . .';.... . . .... . 

Ronell, Inc. 's.·:~o¥S,alS~~':~h~$~,5OQ~- remitted 
to Josef Wachsberg at Ha.~'~!~~r his' ~iv1ng; expenses there, 
and $8,000. cabled himto~\~c~se'd1amonds for: their account. 
'lbe diamonds were bought.:ijy:~~~'chs~~g:!~~t. ,David, ~pern, a refugee 

,'~i~l' \r*r,:'" , 01W~ 

" -"." 
'., l', 
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trom Portugal living, in Havana, Cuba. Noej1:d~nce, has been 
round that these diamonds w~re th~prOperti;~~~\}:terJl'lll:!l nationals 
or that Halpern represents the ,~rman Gove~e~:~. '" ~ ,

" 	 ' , ' ,,:::-.'1' ~, • . 

" , ' 

,'" _ ~.:;2· y~.' ".~.t.~.,:'.~~,,_ '~'_~:f':'. \",- . 

On January l3,l942~'::1~~~.~~~r,:.,:~re.~~~8n~ of 
Ronall, Inc., at 48 West 48th $:treet, :New:::York .'City,. <stated 
that he had been importing diaY.I()Aa~~:fr9Jll·:~~,e,,~\fihn of,; :Wiener 
and Wachsberg at Antwerp, BellPi~j~ifor'l~il,i;y~s BJ+d,badthe 
highest regard for WachSberglif;t~~~grity~e.@.., ho~esil~ 'On 
January 16, 1942, at the sam~~~~~~eS8, \,~~,./;~ld1>l.:um, secretary 
of Ronell, Inc., stated that D;.e.l~d had l!Diiti~r~1S ~s~ness deal
ings in Belgium with Wachsbet;g:;,~~:.never"':.~;i:~~~8~o,n to question 
his.. integrity. '.' . 'S!1';·" ;.,'

':'1", _ .: 

!ron Arnold Wiener, i650 Broad~~(;.~~w 'Y~k City, 
Wachs.berg's partner in Belgium,stat.ed on J~ 13,t,·1942,at 

, 	 his otfice, that he' bad implic,i t ;,.fa!th in~.!.911~perg and did 
nO.t believe that he would do ~h1ng which";ioUld benefit 
Germa.n7.', ' '.. ,<::J~~~.. " ".:: ,;1;'\_" _, , 

",. >. 

None of the abovetfuoee per80n~'~~w' David Halpern. 
,1, ~..~ ~,:', "', ~c};:·.;.:, :':1 ",~, .'. 

On January 15, 19~,,::;f:;uS p~!t.~,~rste:~;' a diamond 
dealer at II West 42nd Stref3t~:~N~~:Jo:rk ',eft,., "stated that he 
had knOYlIl Halpern forabout:tapt:~:.onths ',While in Lisbon and 
did not think he would do ~~iAg':;~bj~~~i,~&~::'~ However, he 
did not know Halpern well en~~~f;~o eriti~~~:~~ ~~1fiedly. 

, " , >~~~:;.",.~:,::·:,/,..w .~.,. '.·',~~~'3~·(,'::':~"{ '::",:' /':, . ,~." . :, 
While in, Havana, y!~~~~,berg 'WI:9~j.to"Kaufer saying, 

that he was in a position to ','blli:c;1.1amonQ,sWhich he: thought Kaufer 
could use ~ Having taith iJl'Wach'sberg'S hjudPerit, .;J¥wfer author
aed him to purcha:se the diaDlOlid~ and cabl~~'him $8,000.00 tor 

that purpose. 	 " "'.' ,',,:?It:;r::::' " 
Halpern's name first became kno#·;'tc)' KaUfer when it 

appeared on the invoice accomPa.nY1ng the shipment to New York. 
, 	 ." ,>':,1'.; .•• " " 

j ! 	 , ' .\~(~. ~»' <~ • ' '" 

V 	 .. - .. 

,,', 

*.'*.*'. .. - - ~ "... • ',\ 
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, Ronell, , Ino., '48 We:st; 4sth str~~t,~ ."was ,incorporated 
in New York state on November 1$, ,1935, ,to~:~~;J.n cliamonds 

,and other precious stones and jewelry. ,It~('~~~1.¢er,s, are: 
. . '. '. :'t, "i.~:)!')-,:;', ,~ < "';. 

Sidney Kaufer - President and'~"ireasurer 
Sydney Go1dblum~"Secretary':' ::;-';":,", , 

" ' , , .;.,! ',':-!,,". 

! 
! 

,~~.{,.~p~z,~ ';1 

, §!dnay !'auter,residing at 101:Yl~~55th',Streat, New 
lark, N. I., was born in Krakau, (Austr:1.a.) Foland,' on Ma,. 1, 
1881, and was naturalized in the :,Southern. District,' New York 
State, on April 24, 1906. He has been in ,the diamond business 

. ,t"! ,p., , . ,,",' , , 

tor about ,30 ,.ears. , ' , ,,"::', '" .,' :",~;;:,;,,',i; "',' , 

Sydney GoldblUm, ~e.~~i~g at:LQ~±~e'f?t 5~thStreet,
New York, was born in Poland, Aprp. 19, 189'1';,'~d Ytas brought 
to this oountry at the age ot~e,~by his"fa.:tlfer,,1fho,~was natural- , 
izad in 1908. .Mr. Goldblum, wh¢l;~!~s', ~uter':s,:bro:ther~in...1aw, , 
last entered this country in Novemoer; 1939,-·':a.rt'er '11ving in 
Be1g:1:ua for about ,20 years whep~S~~\"Wfis'·i~g~g~d:iin' ,the diamond 
busiDess.He often bought di~pP4s,.for:''''.{:accOUnt:~of Ronell, Inc., 
and for Sidney Kaufer bef'ore';~' I,Cprp J~ionof Rpnell, Inc. ' 
" ,f\~~" ' '(7};~~;::,<':«"' ''.. >::', ' 

Henry Goldblum, ,anYC) er brotherI"of ',Sydney, Goldblum, 
resides at. 1521 Meridian Avenue.j" Miami, nor~da, where he acts 
as salesman for Ronell, Inc. ,~~~,·.Kauter'f?~ted that, Henry 
Goldblum has not been out of this country since April 8, 1940, 
and that he too was 'a oitizen by'Virtue of,;llisfather's natural
ization. >":~::~ , 

'j" 334580. 
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IrS, Rose' Kaufer, became, an Ameriean:~citiz,en by reason 
of her father' s naturalization. She married~'; BidJiey Kaufer in 

1909. ' '::':.'~'~:" "'j ~jA::::, "';' ,'. 
J4:s. Peggy Go1dblumwa'~'born near:i~:OdeJ;l&,: Russia, on 

March 22, 1900, and arrived in ;~~w.!:~York ~ '191Q•. , At present
'. "._" ,.' ' ..../:' .',\ ','t (. , ,_ •

she resides at 1521 Meridian A~~lle, MiaDd;<:j:~:~or~,:: witlt her 
husband and has not been out ot:tthis count.ry~·fsince 'AprUl 8, 1940. 
She i8 a citizen by virt~e of 'he~)~f.~ther·s.c'~t~&1.i~ti'on about 
30 years ago·.,;,t;~)~:;'(~f' '.: ;~r~:: ~>.;~::.:.,~; "f' -:..: ," " " 

. ,,'-, -_\'. 'l'" ...' :" .~lj -"'/1 . ',"';,' ",,'. . . 

There follows a ~~e~·:shee.;t,':;9f(~opeil, Inc.,' as 
at November 30, 1941, copied ,:ttom;,,the w01;J{h~pers p~epared by 
Mr. I. Rubin of Max Orcss &: c?~~~,-c.P.~~:;I:s,<at 17',,',;John Street, , 
New York, as a result of his aUdi:~':'for tli~~:j~ endecr NoVember 30, 
1941. ,'-':·>~c\ ..:, ",":,;,.,., ::, 

Cash - Manufacturers Trust Co. ' ,'~ , ,,; $ 5,333.97 
Accounts Receivable , $ 7,126;59: ::, ' 

Less Reserve for Bad Debts. ,'., 1,581~2J'·' 5,544.66 
Notes Receivable" 

, Lesss 
.56,150,,:'49,> 

.. . ,. ";:-'""'0~,::",,r': 
, ;:' 

Notes discounted $30,241.68 , 
Notes transferred 9,°28.22;:,,:\' 

Inventory - Merchandise ,: (., ," 
Advance - J. Wachsberg, Havana 
Advance - J. Wachsberg, N. Y. 

',,' . 

'" ;.' 

l' 
" 
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':.", .. ::,;:Liabilities &: Cfpital ~: 

Capital stock 
Capital Surplus 
Deficit - 1~/1/40 
Net income for ,ear 
Surplus 11/30/41 

. ..~.. " .,;'~1t~r)jr . ..' . 
Mr. Rubin, the fiJ.'m sa9couptant ,';: .;f.l~~ted ,that the 

accounts and notes rec.eivable, ~~. ~otes ~c~:~~~~ts.. payable 

resulted trQ111 transactions w1t~ reputable fY;:m~·:~one.:of. which 

is blocked and with which Roneg.LLIr,ac., has..;~~:q; dea+1ng for 

at least three years. He .rurther.~'stated; s:t~t.,mos.t. ·of. these. 

firms were known to him as he ..aJ#i~ted the~.,:;P9pk8• 


. . __ ._ * .4:t~~L __3~i;~r.(~/:.~:~':;':'\ 
, " :,,:,.:,',;~ '~,:'i.;,~ ' . .. :~'t ~:7'1:~u 't -:',J::~:, .,,; 
l. WACHSBERQ'S DEALINGAUTH B,QNEU" :!NC.,.".; ..:.' .' 

- ,,: : ." -,--.::'<"'" ' "' ,'" ~ • " •• ' • -" 

'"..::;"\'~ .·.·l':~~~--':-~.·,.··.,f:.\,~:.·.•... ,. -::'.~. l , , .' ,;·t:";;:J:~':~~~~:.. ~"" ~~-':"j"'-':"":-""'. l ,'," 

On Ma;y 28, 1941,' Jo~.t!;i;W&Clis~~g:)·~I? grani;ed License 
NY 148283 enabling him "----·~p;~~drawt~~··CUstomB· custody 
----- items Nos •. 3, 8, 9 and 12;;l;r(!~Qnta~gi~4:lf~J~iond~). valued 
at $496.50,$1,955.20, $2,647.4Q?At.id $4,940~OOrespectively, 
--- for the purposes of. sale'wft,fi1n the United ·.states, provided 
the proceeds of sale are .depos~t'ed!.>1 in .an, aQ9mtnt. ,to ,.be opened 
in your name with the ManufactUrers TrUst' Co~~, 'from which 
account p&qments, transfers, and,WithdrawiU.f(~~i:.~}Dade onl;r 
in accordance with licenses ----":'":':~':'--. YOll;'.;.,ate.~hereby author
ized to make payments from the account in yo\ir : name, with the 
Manufacturers Trust Com~. up·to:~:but not ex~eeding; $2,000.00 

. ____ .. ___ ~___ .n . ",~~:;'~~~" '\.1' ,~;':(;;""":"'J~; '1'.':"'~· 

'. 

\ . 

. " " ': ' 

:~) , 

,..i 
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June 4, 1941, w. F. CollinB~&';COmpl,Uly,.~~.:mc.",:.Custom brokers 

at 50 Broad Street, New Yofk;·N.Y.~ w1t~@~~:tlie'8aid. diamonds, 

presenting the proper documents whioh W~~~~~~g,~ad signed before 

leaving for Havana, and turneq"the d1amoa4,~'ever,toRonell, Inc.


':' ,.'; .. ,. ,:,,1,::;,:::', .. ". . 
. The bill of sale ~~;v:ering ~h~~~~~v.!! purchase did· not 

state the terms of payment, "ori.ly the SaIepr'ice'of $10,0.39.10. 
On or about Jul;y 1, 1941, Ronerl, Inc.,~,dEiposited'$2,OOO.OO 
'in Wachsberg' s account 'at the::~,i,t&nu.ract¥~~'~:;~st ,Company, 681 
Eighth Avenue, New York C:l:,tY:f::'~: , . >, ,:~,,:?:;;it;,:,r ." ~,'~; . , 

·:\,'-:t;;7~:.t·::'. .. ,':>~,..:,_:::.:" \:-:t .-,,~:!?-. ',. '. \. ", . 

On July 15, 19~".<~~~hs~rg~Ep~e'!ll~ed,thefollow1ng 
power of attorney before M.r,~·:':J~l~~Jt.~f!~~~~9ri; Vice-Consul ot 
the United States ot Ameri~~J:'~!:Ha~":j::'C,u.~: - III h~reby give 
tull power of attorney to, ,,:"" ", In~;~f~~AA'1Yi~,st ,;48th Street, 
New York, N. Y., for the P~~.: ",0 <:of ,,~~~tg~,?,j,llg,~ .9t, ~'" : 

0 

diamonds now being held in'~~~;;Dond8d;::~e~o~e ··of' ,the United 
States Customs, which they,ii!'l!'-"l?t\desire•. ,';::,,';,'.' . 

•,. ~"( "i:', ". ',<,".1>'••"'",1.,,, ", .1. '. 

. nIt isrurther aif.~~'~ that"tlie~!~Rt~~edS' :.from the sale 
ol the above diamonds shall b8,..deposited;,t,p';-pijr account at the ' 
Ma:nutacturers Trust Company, New York," llli i>Vtsuance with United 
'States Treasury Department ltc.~nse reglllalt.~QP~. ~... • 

, On August 1, 19~/,~onell, ,,~c,~~,~~sFanted license 
NY 199.30.3 authorizing them: ,,:;\~',7"~-- to withdra'" from CUstoms 
oustocV --......--- the shipment:,:of. diamonds ',valued at $4,1Y.)1.00-7'---- provided the proceed~'~~'/';~he ~e,;~9r;:~dd1amonds are . 
deposited with the Manuract~el".s::'Trilst'~90JJiP&iiY., 681 Eighth Ave., 
for credit to Mr. Joseph Wacp~~lfg;"s,. a:6~,~t,,~-_.;.;:..n 

Accordingly , o~"t':' :: '<, .'1$:>:1~~jt;~~~~&e1;i:i ll1c., with- . 
drew said diamonds from Cus~ . :~d' ~ch"a:sed;:.the~., for $4,851.00. 
As in the previoUs bUl of sale,; no teriIfs: 'of 'payment were men
tioned in the bill of' sale ,:,~o~ering :this :purchase ~ . , 

, '. :::;,'~ .~~:,> "~;;;,;;:,":~<::'~ ';, '.', " . 
Instead' ofdepoB:[t~the pro(),~eC!~,.:;.or the two sales, ' 

i.e. $10,039.10 and $4,851.-, 1l,1the ~~§t:urers Trust Com- . 
~ as provided by.licensss NY 14828.3 and)it:19930.3 (in possible 
violation of these two liceiJ.se~) 'Ronell, :me:; credited Wachs
berg's Account Payable on theii books with·th~se'two amounts, 
making a total cred1~ of $14,890~10. H~weY~:r;': $2~OOO.- of this 

·'~~"~.5·:·; :,~ ~ ...• ~ 
. " . 	,,'~ 

" 

"~ ~' . 
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..,'r.~it~0:~"./::;;:;,)/;:;'::' c.. ,' 
amount was credited July 1, "~~~t[~to W~~1;!,f.:'.~~g,!1jI b1'?Cked account 
in the Manufacturers Trust cg~~,~, ~~~~;~~~i~Vf!~~"New York 
City, 1eavil'lg $12,890.10 due,:~;t;,!:" "f::i~:;1;~tl~.:;":.'~;\ ' 

t' ;',~.:~'~;Yf{;~~, ,}~ 0 " 

"hen Kaute!; presid~J1~;,·of. Ronell,:lnc., was asked 
why the bala.nee owing, Wachsberg 'bad not be~~,:deposited in the 
latter's blocked account, herep48d. that, ',h~;~~~ a4vised ,he 
could carry the balance due IIin ,an, open acc,~t , indefinitely". 
WheD asked who advised him as above, he claimed.,:.tbB.t members' 
ot the trade had done so. ",: C' ' ':"':.,;'~': ,,' 

. ! "'.,,)'::. , . "I'~:;.· ,..~ ~':.{:" ".'.' , 
The writer understands that, inibs wholeSale diamond 

trade in New York, credit is extended in~' i~stances, but 
notes are uSually given for th~t~ance. ~',:.~~the~ tha.n carry:' 
ing the amount due in an open aCilp,OUnt.' '"r :'iy',·,,:,;:h; -: .;, , , 

. :i,\i~:·:i'·;~:. " P,"~'t~ ~~~~~i:~.!. (':',:' ~ ':,!; /~, • ,."j',:;'" 'fI,"; , 

However, at the t1m~i&'()!Y,·v1-~!t:s:~;';;tll.e, ~s 
, 

in 
question had all been resold, b1.~R9~f)1,+" ~~/~\,;..:~;x:~ep~~ng '. about 
1.78 carats, and 95% pa1lllent' re¢~:1!~"~ln·.:,>the 'form of" cash or 
notes,' and the notes either ~~~l:41i·f't.Jll..:;9i,,~:9.ts~ou.t;~~d~, 'Thus, 
Ronell, Inc.,' baa been in f~fi1~J:"p0I3~~~~D~,':f~r ~ev~ral 
mODths~ to deposit at least :p~t:JlQ~ ~e'l:ial8.nce ·ow:t.ng Wachsberg 
to 	the latter's blocked accow:it·;.···t~;~~ , 't " ". ,: , , 

. ;'; :~~...~r:;·} , "~l •• !, •.• ~ , , 

IDstead of making tlie ·.d.eposits;pr'Crvi.d~' 1?Y licenses 
NY l48283 and NY 199303 (exeept1n8 olll:,y the"$2,OOO.'!' deposit), 
Ronall, Inc., bas advanced Wachsberg in Bavana,'CU1:la, $13,500.
during the period J1me 28th to October 4th, 1941~ Kaufer claims' 
these advances are entirely' sep8r.ate ,tranSactions from his , 
firJils two purchases from Wachsberg:· cover~by the two licenses 
mentioned above. " ':' 

\. 

The $8,OOO.-.advanced"August 18,';,1941, was said to 
be for, the purchase of diamonds'~' HaV8D8.,~::W:We.c1isber,g tor the 
account of ROile1l, Inc. D1amond.,,~,y.~re '~C~l3,~dlthere by Wacbs
berg to the value of $7,767.66 awii\.~s·"advance accou,nt" on 
Ronell's books credited with !i~~:,£.~~tl!P'ri<;·~~st 25, ,1941. 

'. 	 ' : .:..~,,;";~;~ ':,,"~'~,.'. ,,"'.'.,"'~tJ ~.' ,'.... ; . 

In addition to the ,~~Q99~'!" a~~~e, the following 
remittances were made to Wachs~fgj:'~t" Ha!;A~'f.i~~:)is. ',:'?advance 
account, J. W~chsberg, Havana" C;hE!!ged: ,,1.".'~::.,,' " 

. >"~;-?)"1',-)!j ..,;'" ,'" ,>!,~ 	 , ' 

x::~,~~:'~~~ ~/. -!; : ~.~ "~' 
, '~. 

June 28 ',$2~QOO.-
sept. 3 .. 800.

n 8, 2,000.

.... ,,'.' ~', '... 
..1 

334584 

~\. , 
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Sept; 20 

"24 -
October 4 

" 
; {1,:1:~';~'; ~" r ,?C:';~?~' >;,' ': ~ :~~~' " 

As the above sums ,were';'J:sent, to'."Wachs~rg.tor his 
living expenses in Havana (acco~~' to 'Uilter') }"1t,' would' seem 
that these remittances were in,i1,'o;lation of 'licenses' NY l48283 
and NY 199303. In connection 'wiili,:;these rem1.ttan'Oes,Kauf'er 
remarked that his firm was not ialqng &Ill ~~t risk:, as it 
owed Wachsberg' $l2,890.10 tor the diamonds ~cliased, of him." ." - :" .",. , .. 

Ronell, Inc., also had, another so-~a11ed' ,adftllce 
account' with "J. Wachsberg, N. y~ If ,to which, th,e ),'ollOlr1ng
charges were made: _' ,,,'{, ' , ' . 

,<'~ . :1,' ." 

:..: . (.~ 

....,"'.,..... •v,~.·. '. ), 

Mfq 29 Cash to J. W. ,,<' " '$;'!:52~~' 
,June19 - H. Herman (Wachs~g! s lawi~~)t;':,490~;';"~ , ' 


July 11 - Cash to A Wiener," :~'~: ' " :",:, ';:":··"48::"'~: 


.. 16 - Insurance· ":I:),i:,i~~:":,:,~):":.~:,~.:::jT':I;(.r,o:,-:,,

Aug. ; - Storage >",':-,' -~,;,;t-', .. 22999 ." 

o:t. ~~ ~. ·}~tWf: ':~~i,rcm:~' . 

,Storage ·,t,,,,"!~d,' ':~.3~ .' , 

_ H. Herman ' 2i!:~f:~~;~;1' ';'100.- " Nov. 5 
15 CUstoms '<~;\~:;(' , ",i:;~ .. 23.22'" Insurance ' '" ,,;,,: . '.,' ',197.3327 
.. 27 - Storage .';' :.:>fu.43 


Dec. 10 - Trip to Wash. . , ,,;' 50.
storage .... 1ll.43. 


, \. ~ 


Jan. 22 Trip to Wash. 
; 


" It " ' 

, . Neither license NY 14~8i,·nor'NYi99j03 ~rDdtted 
the above listed disbursementson"~b.6hal.t'1)t~Josef Wachsberg. 

. ',~'i:rf'~~~if.~:.::':,~.,. . "~:if;~:'.;~~:·:·;'·i~ ," ':~' ," «", • 

As to the alleged Ge~~;:pwner8h1pt of: the diamonds 
bought in Havana, see Exhibit R.A:":;~nc1osed/"which ',consists of 

~;, ,~;;:;~":k ',' ",' :(-::-:~,. ';: ~ 

. ". 

.,}~: !.:; 

.. :::.(;:,!~~':;}' 

,:'t,i~,~'5,·500ti::iP:;: , ':,: . 

·334585 
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copies of Custom Agent w. J. F:1nqlt. s report .::to· the Appraiser 

of Merchandise, New York, N. Y., ·~ted October..3, 1941. Mr. 

Finck's report includes data seoured at Havana, cuba, by 

Treastn"y Representative Brown at J,tbat cit7.' ,'", . 


Respectfully forwarded; 
APPROVED: 

• KENlmDY, \ 


Tr StU')" Representati ~ , 


Acting in Charge. 

,~ ", 

Enclosurea Exhibit IIA". . 
Copy to: F. R. B.,. N. Y. (Cave~t· sectiori)'~:\' ", 

. ... ~ .~.': .~ '. ,:', 

.:':~~~1hL~:". ...' 
, . . .<~·;i~\::';.:,~.,; ,.:;,., :''': . ' .... ::: " 

This case also indeX~d:rUilder-"t.he·,"·follOw1ng Dames:
':'. I.~_:<";.'.~~r:(;~~~~:t~i·: ~·:.-:;··x:,.;:~}\\ . ,:... H '_ 

K I Ie, p - Siems,- Kaufer, 48 west"~~street,~l~!:N:$:tY~' c~.'{.:',;' f/

6. ~ 1 -sydney GoldbllDll, 48 West\\~rstr••~ft;;~•.,¥,;:: ,C~· " 0!,t-. ~ 

W ~-.!..:,(? Aron Arnold.Wiener, l650~'*t~~wa1,N~:~J';C~,,', J .~ D 

.Ii il" ~ Pius Pinkas.Herstein, ll:~"e~:t:42nd s~~!~~~"~~~ ,I. C. 1:': r) 


..."-l ')~I /.,.. - Josel Wachsberg,Bavana, "CUba, (f!I8ll18:.;a#:; J o~eph Wachsberg). 

, .. '~':~;:";:;"';"~' ',' ~ 'vJ :1 ! ~ 


..... ,, 

\ ' 
" ~' .' 

... -:;- ..... ' 
.,-;. ; 

.. ~; . 

. .... 
'; . 

___________L.j 

'.< ~~·\fJ·~, 
. 'I' 
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.... 

The Appraiser ot MerCb~¥i~e, 
201 Varick Street, , ,:,. . ,~

New York, N. Y. 

; ~ i ," ;: 

'.. .'~:·r:·fi..~,:, ,t""""~.p,.;,::e'.', y!:,,:~ .!. ':, ~~: '. -;: 

Receipt is. ac~~~edge<;;;,C?~\i~ le~t~rot 
September 5, 1941, your.;~~1;lf!i'NN-HHC~Sj< advls1rig . 
that delivery ot a sh1pJit~~~~.~C>f;;':\di8J!1~~.i,:cover~d, by 
ent17 No. 71080,3 1mp~~~,c'W.li~~~l:l:: Inc!, ,48 West 
48 Street, New York, ':t!~{~I;!~i~bas<:'~~*'~':Wi~llheld;:and 
that this action was :p~i.i~~atedi'~p:~;ire¢~ipt~~Qt a 
letter from this of'ti~,~,;~AA~ed A$~,~25.,: 194J;; 
that the shipment in,q~s~lQn wa. >sent ,b1 o.ne David 
Halpern from· Havana, cUte:,·;' who .wa:i;;~:~8p~ct~d ',ot be
ing in possession of a quantity' Of ;;d~onds ,alleged to 
be the property of the German Goverr.mentJ ,and further 
upon inqu1r;y by 70u it _,s ascertailied· from the im
porter that he iDatle the purchase from one Joseph 
Wachsberg who at the present time,iain .Havana, CUba. 

-: ..' , 

, _ ,':;t..' '. , . .' ':~'(~".: ",~_,.~' , 

On September);O, 1941"IIIr. "Sidney' Kaufer 
president of Ronnell Incfi··'was 1nt.~:rY~e1f~at th1s 
ottice. Be was questi~n~ regardi~the pUrchase 
of the merchandise and:.;'siated that!he.never. knew . 
David Halpern and could:{!io:t· acc"o4nt;;;for., the"reason 
that his ll8JIle appearecf:~Qii~:'tn(i. i#yo1ce:a:s shipper. 

, }H...",,;'«,l'~ j. .<',' ;" ~, <t

lie further stated that~1:~li:fEHnero~ise was: pur
chased bT him from o~~1~9sephJ~~§h~berg':' who is at 
the present time in';~~H~wa+~~~g:Jthe· g;rant~ of an 
immigrant vilIS.. Wa9~~~;"g wasd:o:rmer].ya diamond 
merchant and cutter il:t:#~twerp';'BEf~giUm tUW.. oame to 
this c01Ult17on a Vi~itor.'· s visa~. :;'Atter he proceeded 
to CUba he advised Kaut~r that jjei~._8ina J,lQsition 
to ~ diamonds trom i"etugees.A:t:ter. Katit~ had 
ceived speci.f'ications tor certain:.d~onds, that, 

'." " 

',." . 334587 
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DEC~S$~~D 
A!J~".omy 7611~J 
ByM..NAPA Oate __ 

~ ':~·:J~:t;~.I' 

Wachsberg was in a pos~~;t,g.~.to.l:IW::;~.~)Jqrw~ed to 

Wachsberg $8,000.", in·pm~D.t. 'of:':~e:~~pment ~overed 


',J,' . ~ ," 'f. • ,,' ~.':j'~ .;. ..~.. • ' . 

. by HaftDa invoice No~ ~Q+~Jl;~~~~:~~~t. l~,. ~'141. 
!ttl. •,:,L'<J:!: .-"'."':',' J," ,,,:,,•• \ ••{~•• " ,. 

;'i •• :~!,::~,():)l:;:' -, ;.:.... :<;,~,~. ~,,~. _ > , 

Mr. Kau.fer.~~~~! S~~~4;ft.}:}at, W.~p.s~g 

gave the package ofd~C?~s to;~~~,:,.~,Veldt, $,.w~o. was 

a bandmaster on the SIS ;:KtJ.NGSHOLM,·&nd ,,8, ;brotlier-in

""1 ·(;l,t.:.~:,~ 'C ~" • ,i ".'$," '""t, ',. , , 

law of Wachsberg. Ve~d~;~~\~eposit~,- ::~,~ ..r:'1:~h .;.t~e. purser

of the sis KUN9SHOLM 8.P,d~pon.arriw: ..,ot th,e . ship at 

New York the merchandise was tUrnea'=~yer. to the cus
toms aDd a consular invoioe, toget4e~.w1-th ~ cop,. . 

was given to Kaufer by Veldt.' The:.~es of Halpern 

and Ronnell Inc. were .scratched ou.t on the copy but 

Dot on the original. which: ,was used. for entry purposes. 

Kaufer fUrther stated t~.t· he ,dOe8,,~9.t)~p.0\t ,who 

scratohed the names out.',~. the coPY;;,.~s.; ,i~ was in this 

conditioa when he reeei~~tf it. ..H.e.,itxpl8.1ned· that· in 

making entrr he believecl: .. ,the invoice. was .in. order as 

it was his-opinion thatt;;t,~~. mercha.n4is~.~s"purchased 

by Wachsbergfrom Ha1~ljl.~~dthatVf~chsPerg~ .not ·be

ing familiar with the e~~~~~g'~.tj,~v.()l~es, showed 

Halpern's. name instead 91kli,lsr'9WD.. ,~.~.:.)~h~,.seller• 


. ;;:,;2~~~,{;:r',.~:' -~,~ ;~.:l;,~~:;:~;:,j l,,~,.~:: -< ,.. -:', - , 
Mr. Kaufer ~:::)~~~ruct~d,;~o .. ooJIIIIIU,DJ.eate 


with Waehsberg and obt@.1I1.·i;:~pe det8.:Lls:,ot,th~/purchase 

from him. Subsequentll. :.;Ka1:l:ier ealledt.:t;h1s otfice and 

adn.ed the l:1llder8igne4\;'~~~,.,he. ha4·,!li."cEt1,;ved,the fol

lowing cOJIIIIUDication fromr:Wachsberg~:;;~iu·, 


,'':'t. 
" ." ,.. , 

, "Havana, Sept. 14th 1941. 

Ronell Inc. 

48 w. 48th. 

New York. 


Dear Friends, 
:,<'; 
"l," .. 

. I regret very. ~uch that"you,:llave s~,JIlBJll 
difficulties with the)Sh~pment~': though,. as far 
as I know, eV9ryt~.\.~sbeep.;,o.one in a regular 
way. I bought the ,g994.S\:j'rOJ!l.•,1#'•. D.... Halpern, 
and as a seller I, .~~~:I'b:JJn slfW,the invoice. I 
know him to be a ye:rlYi:~honest ,man, a refugee from 
Portugal where he lived the l:.ast 18 years. He 
was a jeweler in LiSlx>n,d3.nd ilipoI'tGd l his goods 
regularly in CUba.~;;·'I,'thought,;.tlia.t ,8;s seller ot 
the goods he had to' 'sign the ~vo1ce and thus I 
acted to the best of my knowledge•.. " 

:-:i,r~.~~(~ ..~~,~:..... , .~. ::': "'. 
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u1 hope, that Y~~:!'lllget'·t~~IIJ;JlIatter ' 
cleared. very sOOD,,:;~4' I, know:~!e¢h1ngwill 
prove 'satisfa~tor.t:,~when the ~~om$ ";Depar:tmsnt 
want. to cheek up pll..,this matte~,"," . "'.: .: 

" ,: 'i·;·r3,!V.~sH'''''' ,; . \~~~;(;;:,,: :' '.:' 
'~Ve,tt:;~nLLr;,lours,. 

, '," '. '.. . . 
~,::;',~;t:.;;~::t~";~;(,, ·;·~:~,~·;~t~}<~ :~»t"' ",< .', ,': ' 
;.ri.;(s.Sd. ) Jq.ef W8chsberg. n, 

. :~·~:i:}~i'~/~. '.:'~';,:~;.". . ~, 
The Tre8SU1'1'11~pr~sentati-v:~,.:,~t 'H,a'VaD8, CUba 

118S also requested to'~e'jiU11nvest1ga,tipn ,and inter
view both Halper. andWachsberg, and:ascertai:n the true 
tacts ot the transaotion. '''\:1,.",,; 

" "~ .. .. . , 
/'.! ;,-':": 

Under d&te of September ?S;'11941, ,'the weaS\1l7 
representative reports tha~ Wachsberg~'andHalpern were 
both interviewed. with respect to the,transac:t,ion. Wachs
berg, through his son Han."),rYl8chsberg',!wlio"8cted as in
terpreter, stated that '8~er Wachs~rg.'"i';&rrivalat 
Ha'Vana to await the .j.JIIIIIi~t viaa4~!ne'r.~eived the 
sum of $8,000.- to purchase diamonds.;of\ certain specifi
cations acting as agentfQr,.~Ronnel1.1He';purchase4 ' 
the 57.42 cts. of d1amondsi.aa;·set;tor.tholl consUlar 
invoIce 10157 from David:He4:pern and' cpaid 'him the', sua 
ot $7,767.66; that atter'these' stones are sold at , 
New· York, he, Wachsberg.·,:"e~cts ·'t9,,;:receive a c,ommission 
depending upon the amOWl~Vo::r' profiti " " 

I, :>~y;,::~~::. ,I, .. i~J~:'!; .,t,J, 

Harry Wachsberg,::<;the son ~f:-Joseph,Wachsberg, 
stated that he went to' tth{j~'%ner1ean':C(jnsU1.· at' Havana, . 
aDd had Halpern sign thel.1lYoice as'·seller, believing 
this to be proper. Restated that Vi:ee'':'consUJ.Green 
banded him the original with a copy o*:\'f~ch the 
D&JI8S Ronnell :rnc. and David Halperli'.h&d 'alread;y been 
cro••ed out. - " 

' ' 
.. , 

, '!'he treasury r~p~.esentatiYejktherstates 
that when questioningVice~conBUl. GreeD; in charge ot 
the invoice section at Ha;q:na, he stat'id.'that' prior to 
August 25, when instructions were put:/1nt~'· effect, it 
had been the practice to at't"ch the: stat1s~ic8J. cop,. 
to the original invoice mar~'out,ori,the copl'the 
ll8lI1es of the seller and the purchaser~:,' 

, • '.. ~ :,~.'. • :,: I, • 

,:,', ,::r ,', ,~ . ". ""' .'" " 

Joseph Wachsbe~g:f\irther;:-s~tedthathe was 
'1,' ~,;'.·'},·~tt;.<". ::,~",.-:: .. t~ " l " , 

" .'~; ,- j ,:;,.; 

" 

'. ' .., , ' 

" ;.' 
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• I _ ~ 

., . 

:'{;::;:1~,:~4~' ,'" ':; " 
:;i~,:~'a?~;;:",..: :-' " 

certain tha.,t these at'ories'were of, ~lgi~origin;' also 
that the items· of l7.48:'and 12.14/ c.ts~,' full cut'diaJ)londs, 
had been taken out or: jewelry asthey.were:.old style' cuts 

. NY 8-542 
r 

1'1 u 

of twenty years'ago and 'liome . were ,broken. ". "~~,,:;\,, ,".. . . 
, \ ". .. , ,:W;:t :'" ~ ;.",. . ' . 

David Halpern,: when interrogated by the treas" 
ury representative, conf1rmed the state.ents made by 
Joseph 8nd Harry Wachsberg as to' th~"p~1cepe.id for the 
aerchand,1se and the exe,outing of the I oOl1sul.ar invoice. 
The treasur;y'representative turther.:reparts that con.. 
sular ciOOUmeuts in po8ses81onort~~"Aillerican conaui 
at Havana, CUba, show ~~ Bal~rn :b&s 'beert: engaged in 
the ci1am0n4 business 1D;, Lisbon f6r:over' t1f't8ell years 
and that Halpern 8tat~:~at hie"la8t,_~p to France 
and Belgium was in 193,tl~:';i;:'~" ,", ',:'; , 

: ,:-;'1 .:,~·';'i~:'~;~,~~: <; ,/'_~" > ~ •, • 

In 'View of',the",:~bove and ,.the,opinion exPressed 
,by EDminer Natb8n8ODA~~~ihe .14~!.es theci1amonde 
w~re cut in Belp"", t!4~ #t1ceha~ nO"pbjeot1on to 
their release. "qy",,~,:, ";,;1.' . '.> .. .. .... ,{,' , 

, /..,' ~ ~ , 
<'/ " 

Consular Invoice No. 10157" ,dated at Havana. 
CUba, August 5, 1941, is'returJled h1lrenthhav1ng been 
obtained trom Examiner Nathanson O!i';:or: aboUt September 
9, 1941. ' 

,"., ..:,:' ,~:, ' .. ' .. ' >. 

'. '.'. WILI..IAM.t.:· F,INC~" ': 
.:, Custoas>Agent. . 
.'-;. ",,::'- .. '.':, .... :: 

Respeottull1 forwarded: ':.::,~,:.';';.: ,,,":' 

Inol. 
ID.v. l0157~ 

WJF:ADM 
, " -. 

Approved,;,' ·!>X~f.' :".' . 
.~, ~;J~:~:.~'f.~i'?~~ . 

"~"~~.",,,,,.: .! 

SUperv1singCUstoms Ag~~\,~'!c;" , '.' 

\ '\ 

.~ . 

.. .I"" ••.• ;"'. • 
',.7". "",_.",,,:,. '. 

. ,,;' 

l' 

" 

.' . 
'1";'1"•• 
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be...,. 111m' fbd.lIIa. lau ,aM ~:.:::, ::.:' 
- ' :, '.... , 'i ."" ~', .~..,.', :•.'~ 

. t· ' . 

, ,.; .. ;'~::"'r:,:: .' ) ..... ,,: .'~~'_,:;, "~. "I .... : • 

Mr. Oo1cI.b1., 1110 "presefttea.~JWia.1tla.:l?a:~er· (If the fll'll 

01· Ro.1le,U, Illo•• appeared .t ,~ 1\Iad8 ·:~:trol this' ....,. at 11aOO
. • ....,f. tJle~.. Of .~p.cht. s-e~'1on..htptol~_b Wa",~ 
-.. -. 41....~ .,..~11•. laO-,') by; ~~.J;.·1Ih1cb ·torm the. m;tbject 
cd ap,u.tl.n '''208. fhe' 4s,.~~.I. an:~~' !i ~~I!llcm..t"" _4
the appl1ca"- ....... 1"01' ..,~a,. 01. ,HJIle.. ~__.gl, IDo·• 


. ··",..\.'lr;:'4·.';"'~··. '" ,'l-.1:;:,''',''.!'}~;,-:~·.*. ',.'" . 

';. ~;",:-~'l1-t~t~';; ':;,;) ~X:>",~ , '~"'1r'" >f ~~'-~~, ~~,,,!, " '-, 

'. fir.,·; . "itated tbat' -'.4~~., ...t.~li~"i1i.' tH:.•~ _stD••• "" 
WlI., . ..,.. about ., ".'ii'.lD va.;:c..Vy; a8d; _ .... be........... W •••0116__• ~*:. 1tJh.,~ Wita Jd.i: to til. U_,,,,,, States 

.,nldaaWir ••,011 tonk of ~4~..:\.......,;.4i""". ,.re .ple.4eti bl
eu........ •.....,.,. "''''i,~.tW -~,~~ ,~, the IilltMl ;8__ 

.........
.-th ,..,_t,:,.",." t.,..,.,.,....t ••l'lq 
~U_ 'f1.....U. tat.,"" •• ft~'a ',.rtt.. ,t Wa"lIfm'I'. 
a.....1l4...... ,...,er of. att0rae.7:t !el:u4 at ~P~2daa"ll' ",••0-• 

• ' ":"'",,:, , " • : ':_<;',...-:, '.f _, 

. Mr. o.J414a' ata~ tbs.t ~.,;tlnthat _ ••'(.~ unlet to 

laoh.'" lIdiaflUt ,... to !alii, cau. he ~$ $.affta- a.mtIJa.b 

.......... _ t.ba II:d;W.,.... ~l ...:~:lIonq·..~.:,,'!,r ,l~~ ..-s••.an' 

......1' ~•• Al..,IDa811~.~...,. ba.rieitflan4a to ....... 

.... .. e .. lJeeo Sa Oa_.!;~i ';., ",;.; 


, '-. <:-':;? ,.... :".~..:~:'\" . 


DU. Sa QQ_ We.... infoN.4 BoneUHa' ~tbat he could 
.oq.............. then at aua4YafttAl.,eft.prl .... $Il4 _ell & Compeay 

..... , .........IlU.......":.'bu,D :re:iJpeot· te· tat. 41uoa•• 

_lob. 'tma ,..•bl••tot .. e.ppl~."t~- ,:sa':'q~;.U.08.ao14bla _.ted 
tIlat he bat ~ heu40f '.~ ~~If~-~'" """'-QII'.~"'IIm'I PlU"oh..... the 
41.....; att1 tbe _ ..poUODiaf'"t lonh.b7Wa"..buI. 

. 1 r·::t(1 ", .';'~'t", .; , ", . ,_ . ' 
. , .,..tW.el- na¥, tltat .A~OJf,Afto14'.~~.!',aeatlcm.t b. .spatola 

11.,90'1..... "..naer of laabe.,.,."... .beD U. twO"'" re.141D& lA 'elit_ 

&a4 tba\ ~......... i. at,pnnnt. JMO .Broadway • 


. . .: 
. 11'. f.IoWblum R8 recpI.e'W ton_it to J'OlN1.p 1uD4e Control, t.lIro'ttgh 
the ....~ ....... ,Baak at lew York, _aII14&.1t Nttbg tol"tll the cleWle 
01 hi. HIa~ -.4 t.elll..-trasutaoticme _til 'IalhlJlnq, iaelu4in1 
,:~~ .•"~__i _~ b7 ~."eb lDemey. _ •..·Hmi~ to., "aobebu1U 
whtit.tt_' ,Joe ... 111e4 Sa CODILeetlO1l wi., :t1l~,JWoP-V of Wac'b.bQra 

.' 0 • ,_ , 

., 'I' " ..~' 

. ,'. 
• • :';"''';''''' ;~.' ~."'-.~~" ~"<'" 

334591 
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l"':i·'''r~':.MEMOE.A.NDDril TO 1.[,1."::1 

. '. ~,:::~~. • . . • '" ") , • i . 

Thisfiledeals·.ft~tll. t};e:~~O§~{b~J sci~~~lil1g 
of diamonds by one DAVID I:Jlt;!E11N; '~hq":'J's"a:;L1eged.. to 

· b~ in p.ossess:ionofa Llt~1i?A¥~~·'<bt'd.i'am8'ri:cl~;·.'concealed 
in the side of'a suitcas~:;}~<¥nd·wha:ch,;d.iamonds are the 
:';)ropertyof the G€rllianG0v~ffulent/;}\f::-,.' ".: .. .

• .. ~, ' ,: 1 ".'"' ~<::;!>t;, .,'
• 1 "'. \ ~r .. :" t',~. 

Halpern,andhf~~:;W~.fe a:crived :in Cuba ;in 
· May: 1941 as passengers a.bdard .t:'i8.,:3 .2'~: CIODlll :DE 
SEVILlA, and' are' 'still in:(J~~. The::!:TrEfa;s:UrY 'R8rre~ 
sentative at !tava:na in 13085858ion' of eial1 available 
inforIH:!.tion.-in· 'this case. Lfieis keepiD'glIaJ.pern under 
sllrveHlance, . ana. will be ill aT)ositi'oIi"to':ndtifv this 
office if and when Hal})ern'ie~v~s cub~\l?~;'tf.:.e Ub:Lted' 
States. 'I'heSu.:syeyor·ls ofqqe atthis:·Y9i~and the 
custom$ agent. in;tcharge at'lVIiami" J!'lol~ida;j,,;n.a,ve also 
been advisefi( .~n,ff;the ?r,ellnts,e,s,~ . '" : . ,',.:,{",:> '/:!>

:..' , .' .•. ' .: '::, .. ' .~~r~L '~'~/;):'f:{":, 
. . Recei\t~~r' a,j:el3n~Yfi~iqatiou ·vjas.>l~'C:.,.y.ed .from 


tIE Treasl.lryRepresentatiy,1f.atr~avall;~t;;':w};J.~~e~h he 

st.;:;.tod tnat frolllconversatiO'rls . i'lith 'tM '" Ail1ei~ican 


. ,,' ,', " '.,;_",1 if;{;,i>,'2..~··"', ':, " ~.;</" ',~~ ..;.,' -- . <t~: . 

c(:nsu1 in that ,eity it, a:pR~.~,~~:.quit~ ;:iu11~Jr'eJ.Y that. 

Eal!)e:;:>:n and his wife will;oeB,"'ao1'e' to .:shcureto 


. "-

. 
- " . ~-' :,'1~:, ~,' ',r." '..;,' .1.., ~:"

the. UnitedStates·""'t'. '""J.,,,.)~f'. ,. 4t,:~~,~..' :>\i?';...~_::··~:};\· > . 

','. .. ""', , ' 

In vi-ew of' the.:fore,'7o~n:."·:' ft. is .... i~es~ecti'iJ.ll 'Y 
\'~>J',' :J';~-I; ..lj~-' (:) '? 'I", ;,_ 1 , : , . ' .... ' " 

suggested that, the :'i1-3 be'¥.'closed uiltiD.·su:c.:;xtime as' 

fu.rt.i:~i;;li~ infornlation is ob({&ed as to '·Ea.lbern t s ex

pected. arriyal,or. 'lh,? reC§:l,"pt, of i\.lrt:;\eV~d:a,t~which 

;ii6·!:t. assistallce 'to the Treasur\~;'~Renresentativ9 


,.,~: ," " ,,~~.'-'r .. ',~·:: ',,'" ,at havana. 

334593 

""/' 

" ". 
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.,~.;i~\0iJ\~~~·~ 

.' 

.. 
;~ ;-,.... - ," :'::{' 

'.r 

DATE DEC 8 t94f 
1 '<,., -: ~ 

TO Mr~ MayI 

FROM i Mr. Pable 
,'-, 

.J: -}::':~~ '~_'.~-'>," -" 

Re : ...RoD.I;L~ 11'1 I 
48 West 48th Street, 

Hew York .011;7. . _.' ;. .;~-

',' 

" " 

Attached 18 a copy of despat.c~ lio. 139~7~~, ' t" ,'> 
_', 'I ~ :. i .~' i . ':, " ~ '. ,,'. 

At present there is pending :app';li~at~~~\~~,27320~dated 
.. ;-~ /:,'::<~~_'~"'" _', ~;'." ",\,1' ~ . 

October 15, 1941, in which the M8.nU:.facturers ,Trust CQ.requests 
. ,~~: .. \~.~..~ •.'y.... .~:. "': :," ,.'. f -,', ' 

•. ,,' ;', ",I~'! . • <' ,\J. . 
. a license on behalf of the 8Ubjec~t·;;t~· withdraw: from the lew York 

• • " . ' '. ., -." • t...- ,',~: ',_"::"'" "/', :: .;. ,', 

Custom House polished diamonds val.~'~ at $7,76'i'.e6•. 
, . ::1' '~.~:" ":':; . .' • , 

In view of the information:oJnt8.bled·1~·"the;::·ab'ove. mentioned 
. ,,'.... ,. 

despatch we wouldllke to postJ,oneacUon on ¥h.~l~·catlon 

until thie situation is clarified, ~d would appreciat", your 

having an appropriate inve.tigation:~e. 

, .,.'.:. 

.. ... ' 
-,,"".' .. ",-' 

, " 

; . ,"f ,,~.~, 

!"'i ("" (\ '1 2 "941' , ..)[~J J.. 1. 

'" ,,;.' ~ .. 

I,', 

. ~.:,.! 

f<o=====-~'*=~=,=,-,=~~---,,-------- --_.-- .. _ ........._.. _-.--:-._.-=--_-.. _c~_,_-.J 


.". . . .....,. ,334594.~; ",\,f •• I ., ", 

r,," 

". ", ;, .,..~.. 
.. 
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, ,f 

, . ("': 

. :~~,~{},:,~:< ~, , 

m~~~~:"c:", 
, OF"NEW YORK -;:'.' ,

." :~i'~~;F~\ <,,:,:]11~!~'>;",l; 

".' . ;.~ 

, I, 

To I Treasury Department, 

Washington, D. C. " 

,thlr release of 57.42 carats' 9f .polished:' diamonds valued at 

$7,767.00, b-om Customs" custody. These ~;e:'the 'same stones re-; 
. 

, . 
~ 'f '.' 

ported1n the above letter to be the prop~rty, :of 
, 

the German 

7.2 

,' ~:~~fili;{ " 
\l\~ . 

#'J1' ('i' ,~~>;\ ,~.;- . 

, 
<, m 

\..,; ~\ .. 

,',," 

, ..' ~... " 

" ... ', 

;. , . 

13907 

334595 


http:7,767.00


" \. 

Federal ReserYs B8Dk ot New York ' 
. ~" 

" Oc'f:;()J?~el'\,~~;: l:.941• 
.',./'., . ,:",' 

.,~;:~,.~~:~:.~;~-;\}>.;. ., " 
tv, .. ";, ;'1' .1..  v~: e" 

haviDg sent that S\lJIl to Joseph. W.chsburg, r~';[~~e .the. piarcbase tor 
~ 'I." ,'~' , : t ,i" .' • 

, .' :' :",:':~:f.~'~,,?~, , I., ,,' :.-;." • >:k;' ':,,:',," '" " , ' 

them; that the origin ot ·these "stones was BeJ.g1u, but when and how 
. ' :..; ~ '" ".. \ '. ',' , " 

.' ',:~,; ;:'i:kj.,~ "'::,:'-" :"I~"'" T.:~, .;, ~: ":,' " 
th81 arrived 1A Cuba he bad no k:Dpwledge,trem which. sto17 he cGUld 

. ~~:"~~-~'f\~ ~.~~i·i);;:~>,;~ .., j~.)~j~d~'iL.:.i,!,;" ,~ '; ',I ',- • ' 

not be shaken. Be made the int6res1;ing statement. t~t he had that 
, ,'. I'f·i~~.~;',:i"';~~:' ,'I ~~:,!'~.')~~~, ,~;'-" :,~~.. ,!",,-; 

dq conferred with Ir. Fink, a'·iCUstOmsAgent.,-:who. told him that these 
·t ..~.< ":Y~i,'rL,: ~ ;, \", 't' ;1. :(' .. ., Y" ' )'j. ~'. ' " 

stone. would not be held by th~,~~stoms Dep~:tDlent, bt1t woUld be 

basis :for the aboV!,.letter of AuguSt 29, 194", ~ch·.:ladicates the 
, ' :~y~~:.:\~. !~~~~,:<~~l,~1'~~)~r~'.: .,',: '; , 

Oermaa. interest ad the need for ~a ':Treasu.r.y:DepiU'tment License<1 

Mr. Jose. IIChsbur$, 'naiDed above, "·has· fUed :numerous.... ~ " "" 

appl~8.tions with this office fo~,~.ic8a8es:~to dispose ot diam.oDds 

preseniJ.7 held by him. It woUJ.d·:;'a~~U~£~~licensespresent1Jr ou~ . ' .. ,~' '-.. ~. '. . , 

st~iDg tor his benefit might·'~:~i~~oked:~:,,:. In this connection it JDfq' 
, .,. ',,/:,1/.1- " ;.. ' . ' 

also be said that he was in ~~~hip with..Aran "Arnold WieDer in 
, , ,~ 't.f~ .,,'~r ,,' :~~.(:';''''''' -;', . 

• :1 

Belgium, and Wiener is preseirtly operating Under ':& "do business" 
, , • <' ," , , " 

diamcmd license. Consideration "should be given" as to the possible. 
~' ". " 

~.':.-, ',: 
'" ,'"revocation of this license. 

CKS:JJ 

1:;907 

J'" , 

'334596.. \.', 

':" ,"" r' ',' : , " 



Federal Reserve Bank 

Hew York, Il. Y. 

At1(lDtlqnl Mrt Co,. 

Sirs. 

'. <I'. l 
." t 

, 
, . ~ 

, , 
;., 

..' .. 
There is transmitted :hereWlth for:7Our~ iDtormation 

letter, _ted August 25, 1941,add~~.~J!I!J.d to this
1/ 


7; 

~ .,s:10/ H 

oopy of a 
office b,y the Supervising Customs Agent with;,:!:,ef'erence to 
a proposed importation of diamondS, from Cuba" ,alleged, to be 
the propert;y of the Ge1"Dl8D. Govermilent, b.r OD~f David,Halpern. 

, • )~~ :: 1 ' ~ ~.:::.,~> " ..:_ ~"'~ .. _ . 

, EIltl'7 has now been ~Eid b,y Ronell, ',;Inc. tor 57.42 
carats of polished diamonds Tal~y;at m67,/~;Wb.~,QP. arrived 
on the ~ KUNGSHOIlI on August 23,1941 trom,1IaVam11n the 
cust0d7 of a ID81Ilber of the crew., These are part of the 
diamoDds referred to ill the agent's"report. ' The eatl'7 is 
ill the D8JIl8 of Bonell, Inc. and ,,~"7,f.1.l~ ,em ,'August 26, 1941 
11l1der eDtr.r 10. 710803." ',I,~il~f,e, ,: ~N"·... 

"' .~ '~'S ...... • ,'1 

: ,"t;t~-~,~~,~{~-:~·,:,\· r~ :.,,~ .\J':'; ~t ~':"'-. 

, The diamonds are be'~~:!t~~d ~~13*g"issuange of a 
Federal Reserve Bank license.i~'nt,:.,i;:;\i~;"'" ' "" ,';' 

~;;;r:;:;;;)l~:; 'Res~gifnhi, '''' 

,,'~ ~ ~: ..".. . ' 

'Q~ w. :,oj'm:n 
Assist~tColleotar 

,Enclosure 1/ 
..•. 

00 Snpervi8iDg CUBtou Agent 
rue #4-96 

"/~\." \'! : 1 " :;:' ;;' :";.,,. ""~~. .. : ~ ,
~,.; ~.": :,:':".,:.:;,. ,,~,Y 

., .... 

"\ ' 

'.' '. ,0;. 

" , 

~. 

.,z;.·'. :;.... 

.. 
:~: , '1". " 
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, .' , " ' J: :~' 

,.. ," , 

The Collector or Oust01l1S, 

lew York, I. Y • 

. Attention ;j;~k.· J~ F. :C~AGll'" 
, l' <"- .'c, 1 ~' : )' :.' : . .:. . - ;'~' :'''',' 

Sir; 
'1':':}~~;" ,1 ~'1. .. 

~ ,',: '~_:;- >!: " '.. • t~ -" .' " 

CD JUDe 7, 1941, U;:"rl.tlsh'O~ at lew York 
received a cable from the British .,Gov:erament in London 

'y.-.:--""'.' 1,'",,'\, '"I ':,' .' " 

to the effect that one DAVI;D ~~,ii::~.rp~s~~r a})oard 

the S.S. CIUDAD DE SAVILLA,' wa:~:~~'po_s~~:~~9D:,ot a;',quan

tit7 or diamoDds which were ,p~~ed \~l(';~E(81des:ot 


his suitcase and that the di~Dds are :tJ.t~;~propertyvot ' 

the Ge1"lDa1l Goftrmnent. ,,. ~ ll"i1,.-:.::;';.. • . '~, '.' .' 


~ _ .~.,;.~:,~~:.:~'j'-"" '"·Ii;~~~"r·tf):;'·.'li;~ - '~>" 
Upon investigation" it, Was learned'. that· HALPERN 

disembarked at Havana and is dest1D.ed for the 1Jn1ted 
States.··. 

• '. .... . 1; ~',:r: -,::: :::.. " -' ',f, •. 'J 

The Treasury Representative at Havana has ad

vised that HALPERIf has made applicatiOll'~,:t4e ,Jbdted 

States Consnl General at Bavana:,f'or avi.~8:;~;,e;nter ' 

the tJtdted States and gave as,~s; f'utur~:s4~~e~s: .' 


Care ot PAUL~, ,:'.'~':'~'::; " \ ,,:. 
'160 Wes~:,~ Avepue,c' ":. '\ 
New York," •• I.; '. 

. , ~:-Y.~,;i~;,\r.{':.>\':';:""I'~ ':,~ '," .,,' ,', . 1 
further that upon Balpel'D's. ~,1:fi1a~!lIayua,he deposited 
d1aaoJJds a:md .1nelr7 valued 4lt;;$14,845.with the Cuban 1m
BIisl"atloa authorities. At thi~, ,~1iDe· ~ , actviaed, 
theAmer10an Consul tha.t it ':8 \h1sintentiontoestabllsh 
an export-1mpo.rt business bet'Rel1 the tJD1t~:KfStates,811d 
Portugal. a:md that he was the :~r of a:, :~~;Lesale jewel:r:Y
bwsiDeas in Lisbon. ' .~, 

SUbsequently the Treasur,y Representat~ve at 

HaVaDa reports that< he had re~e,lved 1D.f'ormatioD from 


< -: .~'-. , ~ ,~ , • 

fj·fllJf;
uU~~I' j 13907 ' 

,},. 

334598 

http:export-1mpo.rt
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'.j • 

" '. 

,; ! • 

"", >,. 'f' 

" ' 

various diamoDd merchants n~in Havana that Halpern 
had 011 several oecasiOJ1S been to Antwerp 8l2d purchased 
di8J11.ODds from the firm ot KABNEN." "" , 

On Jull12, 1941 8ALPERB paid! ,d1J..W :1D Havana 
in the amouut ot 1720 tor the' je1'l8117 which', had been 
deposited with the Cuban a~th~r1t1es. On AUgust 20, 
the TreaSUl7 Representative' aaVlsed that HALPElUf ap
peared at the American ConS?li:lte ami e~Clit$d a eonsular 
invoice covering 57.42 caratsi1.of di~ll!i.fJ,:·,v~u~ at 
$7'767 tor shipment on the, S~,S. KUNGSHOLM," leaving Havua 
on August 21,-1941, aDd tbat,th1s shipuient 18 cons1gned 
to RONELL, INC., 48 West 48~h:';~treet~ ,.ewyork; 'N. Y • 

. ",' " 

The above is irail~~ted 'for:~ iDtormation 
aDd such action as you deem'::appi-Opriate~' '. ': " 

'""'.. ..".' :f., . .": ~ , . 

" ,'" . .\ 

W. J. ,flICK. 
Cus~ Agent. 

" . 
: -: .

Respect.tul.ly forwarded, 

APPROVED. 

"1 . 


Supervising Customs Agent. 

WJFdfJB 

, .: " 

" / 

., '. . 

,. , 

''',,''''~'... ,,~ .. ~ 

<:,' ,1 

j~ ;:;. .'~'"'' 

13907 

... 
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:, 1 

",':' 
t,· 

., 
" . 

. , ~'1:'. ' ,:' : : 
,·',,~.october Q,1941 

,~( , 
. ; I 

.. ; ~1' 

"," ' 

" I,V, 

I;::.e Collector of 

~jGW York, N. y:. 

Sir: 
.,'~ . 

Please ref'3r to our l'8t;t;')r :o.t:·~;';.,]lgust 25, 
, 19/;.1, re.sB.rding infsm:i& tion, recGived cgTI.gerning one 
DAVID I:.A11:EHN, who, is atPl.;esent in 3ayana,:,and'\'ll~o. 
i:ad coy::.sisn~ a shipment, oi.'-;t;liamonds .£o:ttoneii, 'Il1.C., 
4$~'f'3St 43th street, .tb.i::::!2ity, in. 'the",amo1!,nt"of : 
:iP7 ,767.00On !;}:".' " . di" 

:~~; ,.:.··..:r: ,,:, " 
::-t, • 

In con~ection therewith, til~rJ3:\ is 81)closed 

,.\ 

I 
I, 

8-542 

.!
I 

a c01'Y ,of a report this office adqres,Iji,E'jd: ,~p;.:the,ap~ " 
prais'3:1.' att::~,ispo~t' under '!iat'.~ ofOc':t-6ber::Jr1941, 
corLc8:r.n:Lng the investib'ati'on; liiade. by·,tli'3,t;teas1;;l;r~r 
l"3p!'esentativeat Havaila'ar!:~,;Jhe.,lltldersig:ri,edregard

tl::.'! shipl'12mt r;1'3ntio~)8d::J3))ove.' ' "'/ 

," I ~ .. ', 

~t':'j3r·ectfull:t forY.Jar~led, 
;~J?prov,:'\d : 

3uparvL!i]lt; customs Agent. 

,;~nclo;3Ul'e : 
c:r • 1tr. 10/3/4:1, 

• < ~< • 

RG~nectfuJ.l~r, 

" ~ , 

, '. 

334GOO 
'::;::.-, 

; , 



I KG 13(), ~4){e.'" 'p,_ ,.~" 
,,i~~htry 'FF~';L:.. l.f~ ~~::Pj;, 
J~j:le ';~i~y':~,~:,~~I~' 

,,;J30x 'Li' ' 

',' 

~'. " 

t: ;', ":-
"'." 

:~ . 
The Appraiser of ;+~rc::':u1.cl:~:se, " 

I. ',' 

''',',:;01 VB.rici~ StI'8:Jt, 

Sir: 
'" ._~ . ~'t~;~~::it~,;:.:~<~,r.·)·)}". t, /~j~" _ -",:,,\. ~ '. 

,l\-:;C'::1l.,:,t lS aCl:rroiflJ.'3Cl'.l:atiL 0'£;; ,'!'our, 'lal:.t.er ,:of 

Sept:3l!lbtr::: ,5, 191+1, your::Ji~~}?:l'rN':iih¢A~IE$ ,,8.(1vis':~ng , 

th:~t delivery of a ,shiT)mehtLof"d:hruiiolid;s"'c6v'ared, br 


, .... ",~·~~',;:,._,""T,. . '!"'''':- 1. .-- • -" '" \' tI 

cl:try No. 7lQS03 import~3,§l:\9::,?!'Rol1nel;l-~J~,;t;lC~,': 40' Wept 

4$ ;3treet" iJ'6f.Q[ Yqrl·:, N.• ",.:Y:~~::;?1:)·1Q.S been..'·:~y±,t~lb.'el(l fll1d, 


tl'"t, '::l"i;~ aC""': 1-"1 Vi"''' T'r;'d-\'c'<;,,I.',d unon~i'eceirtof a 

'l~:tt(;~uf;or:~ ~i~i~of::i~e~Ci~{t;rAUg~st'::25L,19LjJ,; . 

tr:2 in Gue;:;tton was s8n~~\}bY'),b1l3, D2.vid 
Hah::o:rn from Eavana, Cuba., '.'lho' was SUbJected of be

'J."n":;11 "ot"~es"'o-'n c,:,,~, (lU' '''It-ltv, 0"" l,:;,;'a";;:\o:'~(:'l~: ~'ll'e"''-'d to o - l/ ~~ ;;,_L ..J_ d. :.t. c\'l.: -~. ..l .. J.. -~. ~: 0: ~ '. 0-· ..., 

'1:;e th,:~ property of the G-3rlJlan Goverrunent; and f1.U"tl:er 
upon inqu:l.l'"'f b~" you it was ~'sc'~x:tainecl'froi11 th'3 i,:,
l~,orter thatho made th,,:; ptirchas'::; froTi1 0:\;; :J oseph 
''NacJtSIJer;.;: 'r'hO "'t ,L',." '~r;:,C""'iTt, ',1:/"'':> ': <".. Ilavan:a, Cuba. 

• _ ~.,I,.~ \-;,. \,.1.1.'-" 1-' '"'" 1~;'''' . ..L!! .. ..., ,J..i;.) • _'.;'. • " 1 

.<1" 

en 8eT.)t'3J:lber 10,']:941; N!.r,.:3;td118:r Kal,:f'~r 

,)rl~s~,di3l1t of: r{onnell Inc. ':,w3:'s interviewed at this 

..... ..... '. .. • ... ,' ., •..;..,'.... .", ' ..... '! ' • - ;

office. 1'1'.3 '·ilas clue;:rc.1onaa. ,.regara:;-:ng~';~W:·l8··::'1_:.:"'c.!::ase 

of' t'-,e "''''rc11'Uld~'",,", "n": q':','",';"ad!';th<it ,Ei;:,:,."",;;ver >np.1iV
_ ~. __ ~+_,.., .--G. __ .J .... ~ ...... ; ,~ ..__ ./~,.,.~;~,..._?;c.... . :._ .... -:.~k._..,." '~~ """ . 
David Hal:::,ern ,and could ,rliYG':,acc6untt:':fdr'the reason 
ti,'t ;,; '-' n"m.:> a:~:-,o:, ...,od :'bli::~(f(!;'.jn'I'J8,<t:;,:";::;,,, .. s:'i"'r'~~J' ' 

__ ...1. ~ - ....-9 ,f...\o~..., .~:",~:" ...... ~~ •.,; - ...~:,,:·\:t~ : .-- ~':~~,:"::~7'",~,,~~,; ::,:-.17 ...... --:..:. 

,;~'"" '·\u·t"'''r ",.I'a'" ,,>(1 t',,;·,+ th:jS'c;,jl("i,f.'.rc>1ai'd-r6'e 1;'ri'~ '~Ul,-'


'~~a~,,,d i~~ hir~ ~~:~G ~;~~ Jd:3b~:rtWa~1~;b~;g, ,~~;;o~' is ',at 
tllB, present ti:-aa .:Ln(;uba,',~;;v1::itting'i;-ra.ntlni; of an 
" 'O~'::'J.· ';,",,' ,,,"', ~r'; sa .. c t '~br"l;;,;;;f';'fD.' <:) 'f'or!'e'r:i':';T' "a.'"d"; "'l'lOl'ld;:'i'a " J. .. ,.~.l oJ.o.~-1..; V--... • " h __ 1:>. ""': :~~"f~ ,.:;0 ...... _,'_. -~... , ,_0. •. 

llBrC!lant ctJxl cutter in .f'..r.1twerp, Belgii1m" and Cal:l8 to 
this ccuntry on a vic:l,torts visa. Aft.er-Iie, D:::~oceeded 
to Cl),ba ho ;dvised i{aufer tIL~G he was '.~f.nc..'_ p~sition 
to bu.j' diamonds fro!:\ ref'elgea's ~ ,Aft:::r I~SLi:i.fi:'r l!ad. 1'e
ceiv~c'i s=:ecii'ic(;:.tions forc~:).'tnin diamox;'ds that 

.:' 

',' " 
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.. ;" ,",' ':. 

, .';t'" ',. , 

,/ 

" . 
" ,'. ~'. 

", ':: :{~~~:?- ..., 

'..,,:<; ;::!~~:';~'~f 

," ':."~;}~:~.S:'1f.~J.'~;j,r' ,j,~r'71(3,} :t)(, ., . 
~Ja.chsberg was in a P9~,~;~~c:i!1,:t9.J~1.l~r'.Jie 'fprwar.d3d to

': ,r . ,-':'·"'j"'.1 .". -, ,

;'iachsberg i!~o,OOO. - in ;'B~}'y]l:=mt ?~;::~[;~<,sh?-pn1'~.n~ cov'3red 
by Havana invoice NO.i,:l:Pl~~Z .. da;tEiq.~/i1:1-1gW3t 19f ,1941 • 

. ~ lt~~X]' .",i; :~: '." " '.. 
('ilr •. Kaufer JH:ri!h~l~ stat':~~r,.J;:ha~ W?:chsberg 

gave th8 package of diirm'bnds to o1}~~:Y€l,ldt" .vlfhowas 
a h.'tnd::!aster on the S!S )gJNGSHOLH :f¥ld,·a,·brother-in
law of Wachsberg.· Veldt deposited' i.t;(vf*th, the purser 
of the sis KUNGSHOLH and upon arriv~l;(]";: the ship at 
Nei'l' York the merchandise :~ras turned, ,over to th.;! cus
toms and a c'cnsular invoice, togethE?l':with a copy 
wes given to Kaufer by Veldt. The,names of· Halpern' 
and Ronnell Inc. were sCl~atclied out 'on the ,copy but 
not on the original which. was uS9d'for entry purposes. 
Kaufer further stated that be does<not know who 
scratched thd OOi':93 out:\on th::: cor-T,as it was in this 
condit:ton vih3n he rec81y,?glt.He'explairied that in 
ma1~ing entry he believed' .the inyp:i,ce,vias~ in order as 
it ~1fas his opinion tb;'~~rt\1~~,m.el~Sklan4;;i.§ll?;JJas, purchased 
~ 7iach~b~g f:om rJ.8.l:r~1p~)~;ri~ ':,t,~1a'"t, 'r!ach~perg, not ~e
lng fanullar wlth th9,,~~€3,,!=!.'4-tlng,'of:t J)"lV01CeS, showea 
Ha11)ern f s name il1stead~ 6.r;:,;r11is 'ormtas' tha seJ:ler. . ' :;}:~~P' "'~,,' ,~,:'c. : ". ' 

Mr. Kaufer 1iias:instruct:eu,to·cor:,:.'lUl1i.cate 
>'iith ~'';achsberg a.n(' ;bta:iIl',the deta:i:l~ -~f 'the 'Durchese 
from hin1. Subsequently '.KatUer ca}le(}~this 'o1'£:ice (ind 
advised the l.ll1dersigl1t.:;Q. the,t he had: ;!'Gceived the fol
lowing cornrmnicat:ton from··'Wachsberg.<::· 

IffIavana; , Sept. 14th 191,.1. 

Ronell Inc.' 

48 ".;. 48th. 

New York. 


Dear Friends, 
_._; "~':"f ......".'" 4 :~, • 

I resret very li!~c1i:-t}lat?,youhave so man:r 
difficultie s with :the'l.shi:9meil~"though,· 'as far 
as I know, ever'lJtriift'g:l,:has been done in a· regular 
way. I boui6h'~ th3'go,bas froriCT!fI' ~ D'~; Halpern, 

1 1 I . I d'l I h' . ;, 'tl . . Iand as a se... erma ,e 1m Sli5,n,.'.•1e:,:l.nVOlce. 
know him to bo a very ·honest man, a refugee from 
Portugal where he lived the last 18 years. He 
'FlaS a jewel'~r in Lisbon und, imported his goods 
regularly in Cuba. I thought'thc.t'as seller of 
the goods he lw~ to sign the invoice and thus I 
acted to the best of :iny lmo1ifledge.', 

• '," r .. • 

• "'"I 

'J ~•.. 

334602 




~L\o~ECl£!Hj' ~. t~~'rY:LI';.~::~. "f'd~1 

1),.,' L tr NAR'A Date ~ . , 1',':J1)mti:f:e':: <,.7!ii~,:~'..:~lf~fr-.,."', f
.,1] ..t:JYL." .... 'j 'ijl", ' ,7( '.;0'" • .",.(i:e'"""'.C" 
;

.~=::::~-~""~"."~"",~-."';;'-,,,=_-_=,-:.JJ i'!l:13~6x \: '""7t,*~' . ' ' 
. ""'-"--- . '..... ~ ",'

',:' 
, , 

,. >,,;/, ~ {" 

III hOl'18 ;;pt tl~is"nQtter. 
c19ared very know,av;::iryt:,J:in;z;wiJ.,l 
prove sati!3f~~,etQr~7 ; C~·~:~.~o~n~~,'::, D~31)afir:~la!'1t. 
wants to check Ul} .m!J.tt,e.J?~.,,: .'>J, • .' ' 

/ ' 
:~ , 

" ..'lith kindest, 

Josef Wacll::;berg. tI, 

i"he ,'11'0asury Eer.)l::jsentat:~~8·,a.t :I:avana"Cuba 

wa;::; a1s'o rellu82t,ed to ;:lake ,an invest:~ciati.(m irrc:3r

view both Halpern :md Yiachsberg and, a'sc·;n~,to,in ' tho true 

f",cte of tlla transact: .ol1. ,,', ('.,'.,;
'

Under datr:l of i:ente!)bsr ?5;';l·Q,;L, tl'~etreasury 
r-3presentat:Lv:] , ~;!raclwberU;""2nd:Ila::hp:jrn wer8 
both :'nterv4.awed witb r:9spec't to ·;;.h3, t.r:.ilsaction. '~vachs-

t "lro·-,'·'huc),o. 1"'1' S toJ<'o'n f.l"arr~'" • ~,'.I~ ~(rac;'Q;':;;'r;"';;>,i.+·o",:i"'c+,ed".p",...... j.,.iil.'~. . f,,;,\. __.. \ ...... 
J"11", ..... -- if: 'b~ 'iJ ..... ~\of 

'tf':>I~'>"rpt,e~'"" -' "+a~'t''':;........... +l,,,t j.......,a"r:t-"'r ;;I,.,cJ ~_1'<'b",..,'::I:",... u a,rT'l'v';"... ~..t-.'..J ..J., i:)..... ......:. ...~ C;; U .... -j,.~•.~. U·"t 
Hav~:la to await the ir;im:i.i~al~i~visa':':ji,<~}eqeiv~d ,the' 

"''''':' ,!~:,,:: onn - t ,) C-'urC}la:',,:;.,.' >l~ a"'("X1,,'1 '!:,:~,,:o' Co, c''''rtaJ'..n' ""·c·"'c i 1"'1" ".H••-!...J...l It'''~' '..1"...,1. ;J\..:J .~" _ '. .";) .OJ! ._~t~ ....il ,J ,_,~ ......; ~ • -, .:J.:..,'V _ 

C,:;;ti IlT'S "'ctiYliY as IJ,'Yent ,:f"oT'::,'RonneJ:l";' He·1::I)rcl'as,"'d
',:,~...;""-- '-'- -.... , .. t;:,l, .Q - .....:,."'_._,l.~. ~,,_,.,._. ,'. "~:" r ....,,; 

the' 57.42 cts. of dhL1:o.onds..:\s:s'Se~';f~or;t;'j ,OJ'), , consu.lar 

invoice 10157 fro);: David:.Ha:J..'uern, a"ni:l'caid ',him" the' sum 

of $7,767.66; th::,t aftel~:th~se stone'S ar,'~' sol:], at 


l\[evv Y01"l(, :18, :Hat"~",.,,I,~Sbae;':':~'~"~ll"l'~"}::,.~o;:;~ a <·'cormnission.. C~J'~~"l~O.~",.,~~.~.<·.~.:C[3~ye
~,.9I)81'1dlllg _ ~.\.......- _ _ v 


'. .'~. ' ",'t , 

T.1"ar,"·,r Wac1, ""-·"rr:,"0" " t'}le SOll' 0:'F'- 'J-O'''';''~-11 "~I;acl"sber'"0'.1.- .l.,.J" .. -~I.".;.,.,. ~, ;.:;;J"'... ••'... r ,- 

stuted th2:l £:8 went to the ,A.msricr'.m Co~su1~ at Hayana, 

and Lad Ea,lp3rn ~ign t~t8 invo:1.ce as seJ):e,;' , telieving 

t to bS:Jro;Jer. stated tl:.C'.t Vice-consul Green 

han6,'3<1 Lirit,h:!l" original with a co;:''' ori,.which 'the 

nawe:;; ::onnel1 Inc,. and Dav-id lIal~~;'nhicl ,already been 

cros;38d out.. !'., ':',,,,.,~,,,:.. ' 

...; ,
'. '- , .. , 

The. treasury re~L'I)sentative'c'fu!'ther ,'states 

tJ:l~t ',,{lien questio11ine; Vice:"::consul.Gr.een, in cparge of 

the invoice sect:i.on at E:~V'!1j}t;!-, ,:st~te~.l that l)rior to 

~~U2ust 25, ....~hen ir':8trtlctions··''NEl1~e "';'u:t",into eEfect, it 

had been tl;"" practiceto'&:ttach thci'st8.t~l.stical copy 

to the o!'iginal il1voiq~ "ma~k:5.:ng;otit·.dp '~lie" copy the 

naTJes of ti1 e "'All"'~~ "no-t'lt;~"nurcbi:ts'::r ' 

.. ' C'l'-" ""- (.- _~: <,,~_;~:,I-l:-' "\ .'~~~",., ..... ,~ 
'>, ;"j" 

. . " 

.' h t~ "-~'t,:a",+·el':l" t' t'T'" <0 ,;." ," •• ..."J OGaI) NaCi1S li8r.g" I,Ul' {,er _, v _ nI::L' ; 1:,0 i'ias 
, ".':: 

I· .. 

,... , (.; .'", 
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Ct,:rt::cj.n that t::,es8 stones. of' Belgip.~'orl~in; also 
that Hens of 17.48 cts,:.. :C:ul). c,iJt d:Lamom.l;::;, 
1.·1-''','' 'be"':'!1 +'ol~8n 01' ...· 01' i",,\~r""lr''" Cl '" they' ''''o''''~" 01,; ',,';',rl"" cut'".. ";l"l_l '.,;,;_ \..ItJ.J ... ~~ ...-ll.; ..~ ti""" ~'--: ,.; (;l,p .1.- • :.!_~?' ~ "_'V.,_ .... I I-'

1 

o:i:" tVioaty years ~~5.:0 a.ndspme wer(:; b:SQ~eIl<, 
......\ ". 

1.,"'" IJ 

Iiavid E:;J,.1'r.~·:~3rn.,. :rf,~'~e~l i11tert~o3,'iirt::::cl 1:,~,:' t:~e tl'teas": 
ur~r l:';'T;r""'e,,+~t'iv'::, - cO"lf-;';·,,;;:,d· til,;: :St8:Cement;;: made by
J'oS'i':ph"~W 'II~;r~"':slle;~~':;\3;<to th.8)..::price: for the 
,~:8:t'ch::;ndise allo. the """~·"'cut·j'·;·::!:i"~·of·'th"'"·;:c -,n;'·.r1a'" ;7nvoi c""_ 	 ..... ~!_\.... • :.J.~""~"_o '";". 'oJ '",", L ~I........ ....:.J-, _ _. 


fi'h,;:, toy·",,·· "~r-'T r0':"'~·e':·'::;)·lt.- tive:·,;further" ....·"·I'ort'" i;,;·j·;t C01)
......... _d ......IO~I- ... -I. .., ._.-'J. "'"',""-, , ~,... Jl::,.:_-\:.j ....- " •..:,,'t.~-;.:..-' .. 1-' :.~,L~ ... 


sular ClocttG10nts in PO::;B88.;:x+pn' of,th·;Sl!{·A~:l(;~J:':1:.~::.m, 'Consul 
ai:. have.na,Guba, show t};;it-:i-ihlp':;rn.l}a_s, bs"m engaged in 
the diamolii business in, 11,.sDon- fOl'O-~'3r fifteen yaars 
anu t!lat Haln'3rn -stated· t.i.la:b ,}·:Ls last 'trin to 1!r"Ulce....' 	 , ., .... , 

I.u. via'.'!! of abcv3 .8.l1d ·t.h'3.', o'oinion 
1 	 by }~xc,m:l.:19r ~·;a-c.hailson t~);at he. believe~' . ~ d:L:::1!f:Onds 
~ser8 cut Bel!:;;irE!l, this office r!.9.01?jection to 
t:£:,.,::::tr release. 

,~:.-. . 

CCii1sulE..r Invcice .No. 10157,' dated at }Iavana, 
Cuba, AUGust 5, 19Ly]., is r~tu:rned h~re,r.[ith havil1g: been 
obt8jr:.'~d fro;" Examine:t' l;ath,anson on or··about ~'ept'.;;mb8r 
c/, 1'('41. ~;, 

, 
'it,F~eGl>3ctftl11~r ~~' or;;rard~'3d:: 

"'" .~~PlJrov::;;d , 

Incl. 

Inv. 10157. 


,': , 

I. 

':."'. 
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" 

, \~ .," 

. ~':.. ," 

, ",'~ 

"" ,~ '., 
.... ,~ , . 

Octoper 1, '1941. 
'; ~. ' .' 

• • " r 

Jiavana,' Cuba. 

S'-; .... ............ 

. " 
v' 

.:.. .. 
" , " 

:~:, ,::;'::' .~~~',;~:~ . -:~. ~~. .:->' 
. #'::.~.:~;;J{{(.". : .1.." ':':::" '. _ • 

?laase ::.'efer t6:'olli~'''letti§r', of" i3Emtember 
11, 1941, cone erningth',:;;'~:~li:t;::;;~~ri:t/,~i.';ii~;Ti'o;dS '(;'dn:" 

, ".' .' ,"'; .' i::;"':':"'~"I'i ,;. : .. ! ;<:': 1:; '.' '. ~,i' , 

s:1.g:ned to RONELL,INC.,,. :ahc'rfor, whir:ih consUlar 
invoice shcivs that D~WIDn-iA:Lp;RN;Jl{as>tl~e' 3hi7)1)-3r.. .', . ;;c •.' ,. .'" ~ .f ''"! .It. ...' 

,"'-: . ;. ~, ,,' '. 

You';will recall" yoU~ were, '~d-vised that 
E,:;; shipl!lent was beiy)'Z retdined' by::,ill-i::· app.raiser 

y01..1.r': repo:J;'t, .::.no. it :is respeqt:f),l11yre
ques+,ed thatY9u forwardy'cut report:.'ass.9onlls POS-

8ihIe ,astheimporter fs' constantly c'a;l+~,prg:"~~upon,the 
.a~:'l)ra:i_ser· for tl?e., release '~of ~lle n!.erc~and·:t·s{\~~~~nd is 
-C:-clJ;"s:Lstently, calling on the" lindersigned' for'i:!l:~iedi!ite,

'actio!i. " " ' " ' , 

EeslJ']ctf'1:Q~_y forwarded:' 
APFl?~C(tr8D : 

, ; 'I, ~ 

Supervising c.:ustor:ls A;;ent.•. " .... -..... 

cc to SeA, Jacksonville: 

'",', 

.. " 

" '", 

., : 

,. 334605 




H-8/ll 

~, : 

Sir: 

: Reference is ma~~~:\o,your;6d~~~~cd~ion of 
, September 11, 1941, your file, '~~9(" 'and,pr'evio1J.s 'correspondence 

from this office-in connectio~1':vi~t;h 'a,-,s.hipmel!-f,',::of: diamonds valued 
at $7,767, destined for New,' yd~~:?!(m:; thei;8,.,~:Q.)::KUNGsHOI1k" for 
which DAVIn HALPEfu"I had executea f consular:'irivoice,a0157 certi- ' 
fied at Havana on Augllst 19,r:;~9'4i.", D:~:yHaJ;p~rn.was:shmm on the 
'invoice as ,seller ,and llione11;:;~'IA§~:; '4$'nyt3;~t"48th :str,eet, New 

York, N. Y. as thA purchasel':;~{;,f:;;": ", 'j,,>,; ~', ,,' "~? --,i,' 


·\?::;i;..~·; t. J.:':';';:~;',.", ..~ .,,,; ~ 

" '[ou stated thc{t :SIDNEY KAUFER 'ot, the firm of 

RONELL, INC. was questioned regardiilg ~hep1lI'cl?-ase and stated 

that he .never knew DAVID HALPEIlJ,\)' and cou1'd,not~ account ' for the 

reason'th8.t his name, appeared oli' t.he invoice. "" 


.",', 
e 

In compliance with your request," both J osephWachsberg 
and David Halpern were interVie,ved today ,at this o:(,fice with 
respect to, the above transac~~Ptl,. ~~achs.b;erg~'throtigh his son, 
Harry Wachsbergwho, acted as::':Li;i~,erp'reter;~:s,t!ft,ed that while he 
was in New York he withdrew :tram bond mamonds' t6'the value of 
$id,'ooo., which he sold to R6n~t~, 'Inc~,':;':,: 

'" ,!-> 

Unite<! State~,~~~~:;·~"L.n,:a'w'..L 

Habana)r;:iCuba ". 
:1 '~E~i~};,r~~,' ">'il\(:'i!.,~""': 

File: 

, ,',j' 

Supervising Oustoms Agent, 
P. Q. Box. 135, ' 

" 

Church street Annex, 
New 'York, N. Y. 

. (~:\.'~/.. ' . '. 

,Mter wachSberfL!J;'~:~riv&~f'a:iHavana ':to 'await an 
immigrant visa, he received ~~$~~Qq.~.~pf~p:u.i",qh?-s·e di8.Jllonds of certain 
specifications. Acting as ,~gEm,t' for Rqriell. he purchased 57.42 

, '.~ ""V: . #"''': '," , ;'" d' ti ;.~.• , ~ . ,

carats of diamonds, as set for,th on consilli':1r'invoice'No. 10157, 
from David Halpern and pai4·'.'t~~~;$7 ,76't~!~p/"t,li~ b~lance of '~1,.232.34 
being' held on Ronell' s accou:ttt'~/ After, these ~ton~s are sold at 

. .'.: ,•• } ::. • ,.' _ ' • ;~ , ~l , • 

New York, WachsbEflrg expects tci\receive Ii: ,coilimission depending on 

the amount of profit. """,,' "'.':1, '. . 


! ,," " 

334606 
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DEC~S;~ED 
A!JL".ority ~bJ()f ' 
By.M.. NAPA Date .t'-I. 

consular office at :aava."1a with,.:Qavid Hall1erif;and; had, Ha:lpern sign 
the invoice as 
Vice Consul Green handed him tb:~)j;r:igi~ii~v~:th,~a copy ,on which, 
the names Honell, 
out. ,In qu,estioning Vice Consuli'1Nt~~h:ingt.9Il~,:iU':<::lhar,ge, of the 
invoice section, ,he stated that<pr,;ior -td,,!/t1.lgust, ,25"1941, ,when 
instructions contamed in BCL..'~~:2'6' were ',:p,l.it'i"i,n::to 1'ef~,ect it had 
been the practice to attach statistical copY-to the: original 
invoice, marking out on the, cdp;t:,1~]le name,iL of th~ seller and 
purchaser.>' 

tha.t these stones were 
of 17~48 and 12.14 carats, full cut. diamonds·" 
of jewelry, were 
were broken. 

statements made by Joseph and'Ha.rr.y Wachsbe:tt'as~to price of 
$7,767.66 paid and as to executfni consular"invoice 10157. ' 

. 

gaged in the diamond business in~.,Lis.bon for,over'fifteen years. 
He stated that his last triptoF,fance epd Belgium :was in 1938 • 

Respectfully forwarded, 
Approved: 

Edward ,A. Gleason, 
,Supervising Customs Agent. 

l't("\..::J . '31" 'L "'4),,:: .·/?"C. ,i

·r.-"k·., .... ' :.,::~~.,I~"~.- '~:z. 
,.,r::: 	 'co J. I·.··." 12,:,:.1'\....t:".·tn/. F~.G.)· r":',l~ ~})I ~,'-l" ,-,,, 'J,..'k'tV,' ·f· IWI" ""s. 

. ',"'
(t:<"'I"':'l... '. ,'" :.;

< . ,.' ..:- 4(-:~~;\<~~F·:'f~·.::·'· 
. : ,:~j~;~~;.:7 A-~ ;:: . 

,-2- .' 
-,I"~,,;. 

" . 
,:1,\,'", ,"" .~:: ,.~. 

1" • , 7] ~::::~~ I';: ,.: \~'~,-::} '~tY' (~1-:: .' ' " . 

Harry Wachsberg '§!:B:ted that ',A:e" w\3nt to the American 

seller, believing'that Dro1J~r~'~"He stated that 

Inc. and Dav:iq,.::H.(;;,~p~rn>;h~cl_~ arready, "been crossed 

' 
"~!;;;' " " 

Joseph WachsbergfU;~her s:t~~ed\h~t 'h'~ was certam' 
of Belgian origin. ' Alg'o' ·that the items 

h~d baEm tal{~m out' 
old style cutting's of tweniy. yea.r~ ago and some 

. , , ' 
. ~ 

,David Halpern Wh~n:\:~"interrogat$d/ confir~ed the 

..'; , . t:;*'f'-;'" ,.,' ',,;' • 

Consulat' docUmel1t;"~~'6~~,tts;ipern, tohav~ b~en en

. ~ '~~~::}~':'L~~:: 	 ~',~:"~);~:r,, ',':.:" '....~ ._. 
'R~spectfully , 

.' " \ .' .. t· 

CI-IARL1~~r 'E. BROWN, 
Treasury:, Represent.ative, 

~ .. '. 
.: , . ~,'. 

.' . .:- .: 

• i :" 
.,' . 

',~;.,,_. 'i; ,',7' _,»" .', 

.. , ,~I' , 

",\'" I"., 

,:',.,,"< . 
: >" . 

, ." -~ '; , 
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'3 I 

" 

, 

Dear Friends,' \;;~;~~~[;-:. \'~ 
. " 

I 
ficulties with the shipment, th~w£~":a.Ei f~'\~~s:'t "kriow,:" 
everything has beeri done ill a 
from W.:.:r. D. Halpern, and as a 
voice. I knov~ him to ,be 
Portugal where he li.:yed the lastI8,years. 
Lisbon and imported his goods regularly in' CUQS:.';, 'I thought 

I acted ito the best of my knowledge. 

, I 
very soem, and I 
Custom Department wants to check,~n::,91i this'l)ia~'!;rer~: 

With kinde.st regards:':I'~;I remaill' 

, I t'\ \.::J, ;'~41,'~',.. pnr~~"" 
\' Entry FFc..' !~ ;..;{i"",II W' R,.Js ~, 
liJ.~~I,e Mlt~;,,~~, &',7f~'~ , 

Bpx, / ,~" :',: 
, .,,\'. 

,,' :·";4:A~t 

,.~' ':, l.)\~.;:.t:t.f:-; ~ , 

~s:<~~:r:;:, f, ~ 

,:~ ~t:~~i~f:, f:. .~~; : :: ' 

~ept. 14th 1941
~~1ifVt~h~r;~C 1 

:·.~;'/~{J!-i:{, 
, . 
\ . ,,' 

48 W.'48th•. 
""',V" '''" ;:;:' " 

.' •. ,' '·;,... :X_, ~:: (, ': ;'r,..' 

" :,'..NewIork•. .. ~',',; 'v." ~. 

,,·~.::;;t;::,ihh~> 

, " 

, 
:', ;·,"M·~,~.;}r::· ':i .. ,.,':;:~~t,,<J:·,.· , :' 

regret very much.p~;t!you!na'Ve.,.s(j:,.many::di:C~ 
. 

re@;#, way /"':;T,poUght .tile goods 
sel1,~ti;r made<J:iil}l sign the in

a very,')i6p~~t l'!lan"t~:i~fllfiee,from 
.He;;'Yt=.J.s.< a jeweler in 

that as ,seller of the goods he had to sign tl:t~', ~nvoice arid thus 
I ': ," 

hop~ that you wili~,get, this m~~~~r\;cleared 
know everything~i,4-~ p*ove sa.t;j,sf~ctqry ,vhe:o the 

. 
• "," 'j~~, '. • '".,., "" 

, ~"';" 
, I{ 1 

, ,." 

i 'f" ~r~V; -:',;t~:t t-, , : ' 
:I?~~/Y,;()urs., : 

W~cllsberg 
,"" '"" 

~~,~,:\ ',.~, . 
\ ~ 

:'~, . : , 

. ;."',. 
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, ~.' 

1941' 

The U. S. Treasury 1'·; 

}lavana, Cuba.. 

Sir: 

Receipt is aclmowle4ged of Y01.t~~;'~.i~£,t~i· ,d~t~d August 
20, 1941, advising that a shilJm;e:pt. of:diam9,fl~s;;v¥v.ed at ~?7,767 
was destined for New York on th~::i:~,:';S. KUNGSI!P~\!i';7;forv,fhich 
DAVID' FJU.PERN had executed a corl;~ip.ar· inV:R~qe ;';"~'" 

After entr; of t~:":{~i}ipment;:~t:q1J:~~tio~had been 
made by MR. SIDNEY KAUFER of thl:\l,;~~,~of::'1.ROlIJEI.L"Jn~C., ,48 West' 
48th Street, New York, N.Y. ,p:e;;W{t:~~:q~~~iQ:t;l~4 ,'regal~c1ing the 
purchase of the merchandise anrt;:;f?pe.t,ed ~e,~;Jer';}mew,'DA\r'ID HALPERN 
and could not accO"Ont for the, \t~a$,9.n' tha~1:~~.I3,,;~ameapp~~ecl on 

the invoice. :;:)~:;;~:t(' <";;~;1::;;j:r:.".:':', ':": 
, KAUFER !Stated li;tSt:B~,chased th~~r I!!eJ;'ch~~dise from 

one JOSEPH WACESBERG, who is a:t'·tliepresent :~time ~ residing at 
Valle 4'7.32 R~T.0., Miramar, Havana', Cuba; ·that, Jl1[r. Wachsberg 
was formerly a diamond,merchant apd cutter i11}Arl:;twerp, Belgitll!1, 
and came to this CO\Ultry on a visitor's visa;;;,t,hat,he is now in 
Cuba awaiting an immigrant visa and while there,QoIIllllUllicated 
with KAUFER, advising he was ina',position t;g bUy diamonds from 
refugees in Havana if ~UFER Clesi.i-~d him to :~~9:':~0~i'~ 

. .'.~·;'·:·t;,;t;..:.· .,' ( . '.~ >.id~{ ::.~ .~i; .:,'.
After KAUli'ER ha.d:"~~,geived spe~ll.'ications for certain 

diamonds that WACHSBERG was in a:i)osition:,tobuy, 116 forriarded 
WACHSBERG $8,000 in, payment o;f "t4'~ shipment~reovered by, Havana 
invoice 10157, dated August 19,}',1941 .. "KAm.i!ER!:further stated that 
WACHSBEHG gave the package of dj~orids<t9:;oheVELD'I',"who is a band
master on the S.SoKUUGSHOlJl'i and fatbrother~ifi-law of WACHSBERG. 
Veldt deposited it with the Pl!l'.s.~'~:,~Of;th~,'S~s'Jcili~GSHOi1d. Upon 
arrival of the ship at New XO!~~,;~,,:-the: met¢h,imdise;was -turned over 
the customs, and the consular ~,n~9~~~,',);f;oge:thor 'with" the copy, was 
given by Veldt to Kaufer. The';:ha1li~s of Ha.1pern and'Rone1l, Inc. 
were scratched out on the copy~15ti-e':not ontlie original which was 
used for entr'1J purposes. ::;;> "a',;~ ". 

;;'ft, .. 1, 

Kaufer stated that he does not' 'knOVtf wno scratched 
the names out on the cop~- as i twas in this'conditi6n when he 
received it. He explained tha.t in making en~:rY~ he, believed the' 
invoice was in in order as it wasihis ,oninici:llthat 'the merchandise 
was purchased by Wachsberg fro~)1ili.pern" and;:f,ha~.:Wachsberg, not 
being familiar with the e~cecut~~"of invofc~S;,showed Halpern t s 
neue instead of his mm a.s the' ~,eller. ,;:';,>':::', ~" .. 

''. . 

334609 


http:corl;~ip.ar
http:of:diam9,fl~s;;v�v.ed


I 

con

re

,l;, 
, ".--:. 

:;: ~:,~:j~j;~ ~I:IJ'" 


'. 1;., ~.: .":t;';~'~'7', ')::.."_--:,. 


."\. ~ ;"r...~?~~' ;.:~:;.;:':···~"i' f::~:"".' 

:,,,,,,,,.;;~~,,~,,,.,.-,,",,~ ":\?~~~:b!;J~.' '. ";_ l. 
,: ....•... ·.··"'w'",, ' ,/~;~ '',t ~::' :~; ',:·"i7~': ~:"'t ':::" 

..... 

" . . ',. 

.~' <.~(,··;..f~~Ji~"~ :~(~. 

.~ " 
.,.,. ~ A •••• J .~' 

, The merchandise iS~:"b~ing re·ta~'il¢d:'.by ..the .appraiser 
at this port and it is request~ch·!~l:):at you,:i;rr:te~y:i;ewboth 
Wachsberg and Halpern and obtain-,.;:~he· e~ct' ,~/3.ct~:·-in:the trclXls-
action. . .' )~:;:j:t:~~'H;,;:;, ,::;~':;!'i;,;-: ('.. '.: .' 

•. r;:-· " .~. ,,"', . ~. "',' -', 
.! ., '/~ .. :: .,1 • 

.As you will reca;iIF'f:.6'ur orq..g:j;.nal information 
cerning Halpern was to the eff~c.t.\.that' ·h~:'.was· be:lieved. to have a 
large I quantity of diamonds wh:i:'cl1:~a:te the"property of, .the German 
Government. In this corulecti(;m;;>~t<may be·st~ted tha,twith 
reference to the diamonds tU1de:r:d5'~sidel'atio~,,. the examiner 
ports that he believes them 1D be" 9f BelgiaD.":d.r:rg~n.:.. 

. \' ~ ,.", ;: ,~ 

Please also ascerta.:Lnif Halpern:left. the oc
cupied territory of Belgitun prior"to the invasion of the German . 
iA,..",.,r. . . " . ,'. :."
.Q,.I.~u..:t '~.~', 

''il'" ~ • .~I~ ',' ,;", 

Hesp~~tftiily, 
p::~~:' ;~ ..~:~:~<,: ~. <.~': " . 

. ( ;Cj'i. j,;i:;" W" J.. FINCI~?' ,,,"" 

.. E,~~~~;c~~~~;.s~ent~ 
, -~~~ ~~. ~d;;':: ;~~;~~','" , ·.i';~':~:!":r,~· I "~ 

Respe,ctfu1ly forwarded, 
APPROVED: . 

,~,,~~~{,;~' I~ /:>;~'" '. ,',. ~~';': .~... .' 
, :~~:f~:~{;1~F, ' .: ',/1, ~"'~' ,~ '. 

, -,:"" 

" '" '-<,'f" ',: 

Supervising Customs ~gent. 
cc - SCA Jacksonville, Fla. ,. "':'\:>~>'" 

~. '; -::',r':·· , 

WJF:MJB 
" :, 

?~, I 

'~'.-.::; :(::i.-
","A 

·:1~:f.~~:< 
\,~ " :'J"-. ',. ' 

. ;',' .;..:. 
, 

." 
','t ", 

" " 

. 'I: ,.':~~,:~:~:' ,.t,;,!- :;.' :".' 
~ , 

'v ~.~.. lV;;"~ ~.,;. \ 

, " , ~~, i . .~ 
, :.~' ( "'..:" :. ' ... ~. 

",,' J .... 

. ' ,>":',~ '!' .... : 

';.:::;,;:';:; .... '. ':~ 

~ :i:,Tf.~:I~~\ .. ~'~ ..~' .~•.. ' ': ..,' 
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I 

Q. 	 Do 1- knar the D. ~peI'iI..~ 18 sho1rD~a8the .;'llet' et 
tM 'lIlWcIlandSae' ., "c:.d~; ", '·J\fi.;~'~ '",',:: ~ 

\: " A. 10, ~ 118.... _t h1m aDd I d~'t kncnr ~.~t b1m.
ruB is the t!ret t1me I l:l8&ia'the JJa1A8;'Whenlb:ara1.J!1er 

~" Bathuaoll oalled tor me. ' '~, ' 
, .• ", >~ '; , 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

.", ... I,: 

." .;, ""'" 

,.. 334612:;1'1... )"· 	 '~".:~ 
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&~it~· ~ :~.I 
, .' 

, ,,"-~ . ~ 

',r 

Jla.vU Belpel'Jl hel"e 1n Babua 'bears a 'ff11!1 str1k
1»s :reeembl.artce to Mlehel Balpamt ho1ftrrm" he stated tbat 
h1e fa...... __ ... IBl"Ul, &'lid tIlat b8.,\~.h1I pa.r.ents 
lett Weobar wIleD M was ~~.toar,..... .ci1d. De.vU 
Belpe.1!'D has pape1'S 1rth1e poe....!on wh1cIi:'.id1ow .1'J:\at he baa 
'beei11a buS..8s at:L1ebaD,.~ .8~,~CJ~', ,~ these 
a.oou.llts haft Dot been d1ep !'''~o .". '. '. . . 

TaNlmnth as Halpern ~;~. relat1~.i:lD·::~1.4 
. e«mtr1e. 1t does not appear.. probe.'ble.th&t ,the. state Depart

!ant !D W~ rill apprm,~h18 aPP11cail.tfii 'f1sao 
Should u ..,Uon be ma4e ~~.~~1:-a )~graDted, 1f'1fAr 
office rill 't. adT.J.sec1 as ~.·~~.;~.III8flU of departure • 

." ; 

,~.:~ f,;::'f:r ~~~f;~:" 
.. 

", ( •• " <"'. . . .'. ~ 

.. ":'.h:..". 
, ., \' 

, ~. . 
334614 



.. ' ..... ,., . 
'.  "T. 

", 

. <...."~.". ,_. ,; f .. '.... 

It does not appeer.1'r,om Contident1alL1st No.193(a) 
that Abraham Darid Halpern" son of Michel: Halpern, was arrested 
at warSaw on December ll, 19'3" ho..,~, th1s office 18 directing 
an inquirJ to the Bureau o:rNareotics;,'a~, WaslW!gton, in an 
eff'ort to ascertain it his t1nprpr1nt88reon 1'11e tor comparieon 
with those of the subject DoW/lmder1nvest1ption• 

• ,.r; , f 

:-;":;,'i' " 

When Halpernwa~",i(}iie.t1onedIbe achnitted to the UDder
8iped that he bad in his pOSses.ion, here 1n HabaJla between 
$4,000 end $5,000 wOrth of'yd~ond8,ail(ljihat 'his wite possessed 
approximatel1 $5,000 in person&l' j8'88117 .•·' ,:.: 

, . ...",. ... 
" I .: /1'1 ~f>';":, '. ::., 

Charles E. 'Brawn 
" 'rreaSUl'7 ReFesentati'¥e 

. ~ '.:." , .. 
',,' . 

Resp8etfiil17 tarwarded, 
Approved: 

,;. <~';, ." ~" 

.' l " 

Eclward A. Gleason 
Supervising Cutoma Agent~ " 

eel OAC Miami 
, .CAe Tampa 


CO fampa 
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The Supervising Cust•• Agent, 
P. O.BC9t 13', 
Churoh Sv.et.A.nnez, '" 
New York, N. 'Y. "\,,','1 

Sir: 

1, 

'.', ;.' 

~1;vu7 will be 'lRl8peDded ~ .. ~ptryN~. 7l0s03 cQVerfng an importa
tion of., d1emoDds tor'Ronnell, 1~., 01' 48 ,West 48th Street, New York, 
N. Y,:., ~ ~_1ng pefllis8ion to re1~~,.~ ,.~of'fice. , 

. , ",~ i: ~ ~ ',:t" ", .'.:':.~:.._;........ . . 
'!'his action i8~'upo1i:~1~ 1'~ter to ~'oftice dated ' 

Auggst: 25, 1941 (l"fIfer tie' 4-96) ,;.PFi"1rig,~~~s:.'Pffic,e,,:,of' a shiPlent of 
d1amoDde "hichc~"'\fith thi. ~ ~stant -im~:!l~r: 1,.•• , 57.42 cta. 
for $7167. :fiocm Ba.lpem.' ' ',' , ", ,-.""', '",' 

• '. ' , '" "':"' I • : 

. • 'J. e 
,'-;,' _ ,"~.~ .,,;.~.: """, : ',. ,1, . 

, !louver, sine. it 'UW develope that the actual,seller'isin faot 
Joseph Waeh8berg alidnci)t Halpern (the 1n1t1al_~Qtlroeof acquisition), 
the 'oonsular :1rJ:v:oice is 1ncorrect;hence it 18 advisable to ascertaiu 
add;' tioD8.l data prior to release. , . ' . 

8.,,1,.' :Montg9mery,
Actlng','ApPraiser ,_, 

.! .... '. " i 

••> " "', .... , : • '. ~ '" t. 

, ' 
, ',I 

':r'" . ' • 

J:... E8rcUei, 
Deput),;:AppraiBer • 

. ' ~ t' 

." .. ,,;.; 

.. , . 
, " 

t·· 

" ;:'l(lL'. , 
" 
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'!:.E~iP· '..1~I ,:. AI,'e r Pn,e;.1 
'i 'j:.'. f:I,try F;~';'r~~j,', i.f"I/~R~SI~ 

.', r,~i\le·NJ~*'::?J..~~1j~~· .. 
'~~~~;:;:;;;dJ ~,-B'ox.'jr~~·J'·..... 

",".Il , 

, .. ' I 

JFC:E.K/12 

The Surveyer of Custo~s 

New York, New York 

Sir: 

There is transmit:te,d ; herewith .<?,qpy; ;pf .~letter 
from the office of the, Supervising Oustoms 4g~l!.:t?.~;·.. clate9. August 
25, 1941, file #4-96, with refertaflce to cer.t~~'diamonds a1~ 
1eged to be the property of the GE3pman Government"and in the 
custod.y of one David Halpern, in ~yana, O:uba.~part of these 
diamonds has arrived .on the S8 KUliG.~.ImUI on A}lgu~'t 23; .. 19J~1 in 
the custody of a member of the crew;: ~.e. the"diamonds valued at 
$7767 referred to in the agent's, :F~p6rt_". " 

, •• , " .... . • ~ .'p -', ",~"'"" .~ " • ' • • 

- , ;'::~ {'\ ~ . '. ",,' ,', . 

It appears that H.alpern him.self: intend,~ to come 
to the United stat.es_ . It may be ·thathe,wili,.have t:he 'balEll1ce 
of the diamonds in his baggage _: .Iri'::casehe( does a;rriveand has 
diamonds in, his custody, yoti·are reqUested t6s.end;thediamonds 
to the Appraiser t s stores for, exaniipation a;i'ld;;:to notify .this 
office. ..•. . . 

-'\' . ',,' 
:'\':"- , 

. RespectfUJJ,:y, 
" :.' 

G. .17. 01:ICEEFE 
Assistant'. Collector 

Enc1osUre-1/ 
I." , 

cc 	 Supervising Customs Agent 

File #4-96 


-,!,' 

,,,-.~~,,, ....:~~,.. " 

~.' ,
.' ", 

,"" ,....,.. : 
'. " 
\.. 

,. . .. 

," \ 
" l., 

.'1 
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. ~;:,,;~~i:,':~"i 

J '" • , JFC:EJ</12 
. .' 

1: • J~';~/':. :;rC I j .••• 

F.ederal Reserve Bank 
", '" --. " 

New York, New York '''', '":t 

Attenti0n: Mr. CowGP 
., \ 

Sirs: 
-:~\: . 

' ... ~l' : , .., : , 
There is transmitted',herewith, for .yo'Llr information 

copy of a. letter,. dated AUe,"USt 2'5;1941, e,dC4'~:~sed. to this office 
by the Supervising OustomsAgent withreferenq'~:.tq':,apro-
posed importation of diamonds from Ouba, alleg~d ~o be the 
property of the German Government, by,.0Ina Dang',Halpern. 

.' '.:.:.. '.. --, . 

. EntrT has now. been.'i~ied .. by Ron$l+;:Inc,. f0r 57.42 
carats of polished diamonds valued;::at$7767, which urived on 
the SSKUNGSHOLM on. Augy.st23, 19.41 from Hav~a.,'in,: the custody of 
a member of thei crew. Tllese are :Pt:ift pf the 'diamends referred to 
in the agent! s report. The entry is in the namEr'of Ranell, Inc. 
aDd was filed on August 26, 1941 mder entry No •. 710803.• 

-., . 
• . ~ : !" , 

The diamonds are be:tllg held ,pending issuance of a 
Federal Reserve Bank license.' ':. , '. 

Enclosure 1/ 

'. .~'i:~:.;t<:;~.t.,:'.,,·, . ~ . 
.'Resp~~:t..~?~IJ.y, ' ...., 

',~.:~:);! .. - -< 

'~. }, il-<; -~ .. :. f. 

G.·: W~\' 0 • KEEFE 
Assistruitoollector 

',. 
.•... J' 

cc Supervising Cust0ms Agent ," .. 
File #4-96 

~,..; - , , .'. • t • 

~-, .., ....... ,.. 
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. I.,~lj /Jl\~'I!~- Pnl"')-I 
.!~ptryFF~' ~:'~:~:'~:f .. II·W'Rrls I 

I, Fde· ,N,?I:::;r,~:,!:i'!j:7':~~ ,
l·t30x .: ii~(i ;".' .' 
,'r . 
«~'. ~ 

The Collector of Customs, 

New York, N. Y. 

Attention of MR.' 

Sir: 

., On June 7,. 

CIUDAD DE SAVILLA, was 

diamonds are 

Upon investigation it was 

,".'w'·". , NY-8-542 

",'. '~ . 

., '. 
: ';'.." " 

~ . ' .... 
,!'. , 
>',1,.' 

. August 25; 1941 

. ,. 
,'J. . 

... ,1' t>'\·~" ,;,} . ;' 

.' ~.~ '::~:~:It~,~~'j ;,','I' 

CONCAGH . 

.:: !: 

"':' ... ~~'.':';:::I.' ,.. / .... :.;.:';~, 'l::': ~ ;; . , . 

1941,.'.~f+~"·~:r:iti~m::Lq9nfl1l1<,at '.N~\(York 
. received a cable from theBritif!h;",G:Qy¢rnme~:t;:.;.J,Il ,:Lcmdqn.~~i1othe 

effecttbat one DAVID HALPERN, a:. pA~!:lenger·. ab9ard~:;the ·S~S. 
in: poSSeS~:l9i.:l~of a quant.~ty,;of,;·diamonds 

which were concealed...in the sides,,;.pf'; his sui~~~er:,and' ..that the 
the property of the 'German GoverIfof~n,t. . 

learri~(Ltbat.HALPERN .' 
disembarked at Havana and' is dest4ne~d for the.Up';i.~E?d:.Stl3.tes. 

,..,'~. \'. '. ',..'~:J r ;". ~_.~: , 
The Treasury Representative at. .::Ha1Tana· has advised 

that HALPERN has made application ;t~, the Unit~,d,States Consul 
General at Havana for a visa to enter the Uriited'States and gave 
as his future address.: .• ' .,! 

C ' 

Care of PAUL HERSTEINr. ::. 
760 West End AV.~nt:LE3,' ,.,. ", 
New York, N.Y~'(·' .". " ".; , ...... 

" J:;.~, ~·~i'~~;.: ~<I.:. -,t·'~i·t("'. ,~':'. ,'. - ..' . 

f~th,er that upon Halpern- s arr~"eq.:~;~1il¥}~:Af'T4'>'.h~. dep<?sited • 
diamonds and jewelry v~ued at $14,8.45vuth;the;.Cuban. ,ImmigratJ.on 
authorities • .At this time HALPERN;.o,Jldvised'tb:Ei':AniericanConsul 
that it was his intention to. es~b:ti~h an e:x:po~;t~~pprt business . 
between the United states and Portugal and that. he was the owner 
of a wholesale jewelry business in Lisbon•. ', c""'::':. ~:. 

de" •. . . ' -
Subsequently the Tre~sury Repre'sJntative at Havana 

reports that he had received information from :vari61;ls diamond 
merchants now in Havana that Halpern had on seve;ral:~Occasions been 
to Ahtwerp and purchased diamonds 'from the fj.rm o{ifANNEN. 

\" :" 
".', .' 
' .. 

,. 
I~ 

" 
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"l ' --I!.".-. . ,~ 

:: ,I i 

,~.. a' ..... ' 
.c.'( . " 

. . OIl July 12, 1941,.HAt~EPJJ·'~a:it-rdUty in Havana, in 
, the amount of $7~P for the jewelrYr,)7hich had:' been deposited with 
. t);1e Cuban authorities. On AugUst: ,20!~·,\the Tr.eas:u:ry.Repr.,?sentative 
advised that HALPERN appear¢d at itlie,Amerioan Consulate and 
executed a consular invoice oovering"57.42 carB:ts'of' diamonds 
valued at q~7767 for. shipment on the 8.8. KUNGsHOLM, leaviUg 
Havana on August 21, 1941, and that this shipment is consigned to 
llONELL, INC., 48 West 48th street, New York, N. Y. . 

The above is transmitted for, ymlr':.:iilformation and 
such action as you deem appropriate.~;, . . 

::.:' \' ;:Respect~1i!,J..Y' ..... 
"" : 

'" .' .. . ~~ 

W. J.' F'INCK, 
,\' Customs, AgElnt• 

.,.'.,.~, ~ ..., . "'" . 
; ~. 

"~ . ,\- ," ': " 

I;.t,.""" ,_,,'/ ".' 

Respectfully forwarded, 

APPROVED: 


Supervising Customs. Agent. 

WJF: MJB 

.... , ':' I"~ 

,~ I·' 

' 

~ .. ' .. '. 

, 

'.'.': ;. : . 
1+-"~' • :" -:0" ,'''', ,. "... 

, .~ , 

.. ' .' ;"~ " 

:':..:. - . 
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., 
'.' 

" 

---~. , .......--;:::,', ........... 

" >,; " '..,1 ',,' ~ 

:., 

United states ,':' "'. 

Habana, 

,",' , 

AIR fJIAIL DIRECT 
.;, I':;:." ' 

Supervising Customs Agent, 
" I; 

,I':'i, 

P.O•.Box 135, 

Church Street 1 Annex, 

!'Jew York, N. Y. 


"r." 

Sir: 
; -,,:~:;.,. . , .. 

Heference is macie t~t~6ur' conf~d~iJ,t,i§,l l(i3tte; of 

June 10, 1941, your file 4-96, and'.lsubsequerit\:cprrespondenc€: in 

connection with the" activities of DAVID IIALPE?;N'v~ho::'arrived 

Habane. on the sis CIu.DAD DE SEVILLk::May 30, 1941. 


. . .. .):' .:.... ~~"(: ' " " . . 

Please be .advised t.!iaiu.Jdn,.Augti~:tL+9",:·1941' this 

individual appeared at th~ Ameri9anponsuI,ate and 6JF6cuted: con-, . 

sular invoice COv.l3riilg~?4?carats<;:6f diafuo~ds',,' va:;.~edat $7,767 . 

for shipment on the. sJS KUNGSHOLIV! leaving Haban~'la:st, n'ight, 


. consigned to Ronell, Inc., 4S ~1: '48tl:i:Street]'!'i9w York City. ' 
, ' ~';' "" . . " . 

'" I,. 

Si~cevisa has not<yet: been griip.t~d· HALI:EIiN it . 
is probable that these diamonds1.'iere . turned dver,t6 a representative
of' Honell, Inc. ' ',., 

" . 
,.R.espectf41y, 

" ,., .... 

.~ .... ". ; "..,' ......, 
. ,,: "\::. ",';' 

Charles'E'.Broirv'n 
'. . TreQ;s.~~~/l:te~res'ehtative 

...~,' c' >t "" ',1 

Respectfully f o1"',79.rued, 

Approved: 


. r 

{ .:'~,: :"~ ,.,"

Edv·IE'.rd .fA. Gleason '.' 

, . 
. ";' ~ .' : . 
~ '.". 'I"!; . 

" .' '. ,. ".:Supervising CustOr.1S lAgent. 
, '. I ~ 

'.,:' 

,I 
' .. 

, • :~. t .. 

' .. 

',' 

i.,,·, 

334621 

.l 

http:CustOr.1S
http:Edv�IE'.rd


, NY-S-542 .;:: ".-,' 

" ' r ' 

, T,ftEASlJRY DEPAl1.TIJEiH1 

United Stat(;;s Customs Service:': ' 
': ~j 

Habana ,',Qupa 

Supe:M,ising Customs Ag!3nt, 
p.. O. Box 4699, ' , 
Jacksonville, ' Florida. ' 

3il": 

. ~ .!.• , 

", 

.. , 

, '~ ~: ~\~;,' l, 

1941 

Re'ference is m~(r~:!,t~: previou~'..eqrrespondence in 
connection,with the activities ,of,'DAVID IiA,LP~,· who arrived 
Habana on the sis CItJDAD DE SEVILLA May .30, ,1941•• ' ' 

" . " .1' . 

The Cuban Customs adVise thtit:"6ri":Saturday July 
12, 1941, !lalpern paid $720 in duty for jew~lty,Y!hich had been 
depos'ited in bond. This was ther,personal je\'t~lry Of himself, and 
wife, and there, is still depositep.' small amount, .of:,diamonds 
which the Customs adVise are not:~yerJ va1uable~ , 

, . , " ":""" ;.(1.. " , ' ' "'" , 

CC: ,SeA New York 
CAG Miami' 
CAC Tampa 
CC Tampa, 

"'~'~;"r"~~'"'' ';7" ' 
~~' , " , 

, Respectf'lllly"." ",
.'- :; . " ~ :""~ , 

'-.' '. .. ' 

", I" ~ 

, " 

.' .'. 

,'Sa1vad6'r. Pena' 
".:·Spec,~~,,:Ernployee 
,Actf#&f'iri Char,ge 

",,' ,'. " - , 

. ," ,.'~ 
',~ 

, ! 

",' 

334622 




TREASli'R.Y 

United Sta'tes 

St;tpervfsing CustOJ:1S Agent, .,", 

P. O. B,ox 4699, 

Jacksonville, Florida. 


Sir: 
"i, ''''\ n;::-r~: 

, .. ;'),)'~';Z~'~,f:;'~ P , , " 

, Reference is made{~p""' ~eyio~:.9o:t'I"es.poIlCience in 

cOIL"lection with, the activities.pi:", (..,n)iHA;~f~RN.f,'whoarriyed 

Habana ;on the sIs .CIUDAD DE SEV;r:fJ¥.~N:lay 39,~:&-9:4l.;1 ':,: ; 


, I. ';i',j~;i~:/' ",;~,n\~~:~::~':i.~' "I>:. 
On July 1, 1941 Cus,~()ns BroKI3li'.,:Al,berto,Carbonell 

y del V;aIle of Ouba_46,Room 717, f~.l¥:b$, apP:J:~ed 'to the, 001
lectoroi' Custm..J.S in the name of: DAVID HALPEfliIf'itQ .obti~dn release 
of a portion of the $12,'000 wortl1 'ar' ,jetvelry:d~i;osited. by Halpern 
with the Cuban Customs upon his arrival inHabana~'" . 

In this application Carbonell si:,~t~d'that Halpern 
would pay duty for part of his pets'onal, j eweJxy.: noyt, in custody , 
of Customs and that 'the rest would ,be sent to, the United states. 
I have .been informed by officials ;'9f,the C~~:cus~Qms that' this 
request vlill not be granted unless' ~HalpernpayS"du~ on all the , 

, : je\veIry, or that he proceeds, to tlle;United;',S'~i:l.tes';w.ith·the jewelry 
or sends the jewelry to the unit~dj;tateshrtac·tascargo. 

" "". . ~::;\"'"..I':''' ; .::' ';,", j:", ;:.' . , 
. 'The Cuban Customs.B;dYlis~theya~e"makirig invest=!.

gationto determine whether or 119:t::fIal,perp;'ha9, solid part of the 
jewelry nOV1 in possession of that;\d~.partm~:q.t.~;and ..ifthis, applica
tion is for the pm·pose of obta~iid:.itg· par~.~#\,~~heJewe.lryto ' 
comple'Ge the' sale. We will bekepj;.;:advis~cC:.b~'Cuoa.nGustoms as to ' 
progress of this case.!I"'·':':' :'.L..:,·:. " , 

-,", "J, 

", ,,~~- '"' '. ", .)Respect~~~i;::
t., ,,:.1,.." .";" 

Salvador.pena., :. '" 
Special.Employee 
ii.cting'inCharge 

. ,.~ ~.cc: SeA New York " . 

cAc Miami 
CAC Tampa 

CC Tampa 


. ," 334623 



. DECLAS;~ED 
. ,A!JL1ority Y~~.J 
.ey.M..NAPA Date-- 

Super~isi.~g Customs Agent, 
P •. O. Box. 4699, . 
Jacksonville, Florida. " "';"1 ~:, 

~ ", . 

,:

Sir: 
. , ('" 

Reference is made' to"~pr,eviou~··,;;Q.91.~r~sponc1.ence in 
connection With the activities. o(:·i)A.VID I-IAJ4>EP.J'T:, ;who~arrived 
Habanaon the sis CIUDAD DESE\TILLA, May 30'~1~41." . 

" , ' ,J 

PJl.r. Maul-ice Rosen appeared at:'this office today 
and. stated that he had inquired 0fiY~rious' d.1amonanierChants. now 
in .. Habana and had !earned' that Mr~:: ;lialpern.,v.las 'formerly in 
business in Lisben, and had on se:v.sr.al occasions been to Antwerp 
and purchased diamonds' from the ;f:i..~ih of JANrfEN(·that ·he was 
considered an A-l diamond merchM;:~~'i¥1d wa~ ;thought highly of 
by thosewithwlJ,oin he t8.iked. Mr. Rosen advised that he approached 
Halpern asking if he had diamonds to sell, stating. thathis firm 
inN.ew York was interested, and H~pern advis~d )16 had none except 
those deposited with the Cuban authorities. . 

', .. , 

RespectfUlly, 

t·'. ': .... ~ ,", ," i ' 
. ,'" 

, , . ~)" l...'- . 

TREAS1JRY DE~ii;RTJ\1ENT '. NY~S..542 
";:!1 ~'.\ " 

United States Custom.s Service 

.: ...! 

" 
~<;) ""'~'.; ,.! 

,,' ;'" ',: I,.' 

,f., I 

Salvador Pena.' ,~ ..... " . 

S1?ec.i~·Employee 
, , 

. '." 

cc: 	 SCA New York . i 
CAC Miami 
Cl,I.C Tampa 

. CC Tampa. 
\, 

, 
<. 

,"; ,.' 

- \ 

"1' ' 

r ' 
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~, 
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",," ... , 

~ :-'. 

<":~;1:ii;$~542 , 
TP.2ASiJRY DE?AR,T~U3!NT 

• of .~~~ 

Un!ted Statea CuatP~s Service;.L
!.... ~ ~ 
,~t;~j)-C, '~.. ~ I 

Habana, C'I,lb~,. 
": 

,;,.~ 1)-' 

,f': 

Supervising Customs Agent, 
" . ,~ 

, ' p~ O. Box 4699, , 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

'\' 


Sir: 

Reference is made to previous correspondence in 
corinectioll with the activities of DAVID }IALPERN"who arrived 
Habana on the sIs CIUDAD DE SEVILLA.';I\,1ay 39,' 19~. ',', ' 

Halpern and his family are .s:t,:ili "~t>the' Hotel 
Trocha in Vedado anG- to date have received Il;0 ,maiL or :t;elegrams, 
however he advised the clerk at t:q~r:hotel tha:fhe'Was'~waiting on 
a cable from Lisbon, Portugal inrElply to one.)1Ij-hicJ:! he' ,a'ent aome 
time ago. An effort is being mad~ :,:tio, secure, copy of the cable 
he sent and arrangements' have bee,n:"'nla.ae to'''iljtercept the one from 
Lisbon if' and when received o .') C:;'" " ,. , 

" "·,;:$Mv~p.or,pena
";. Spe:gi,~.l Employee 
',~'c~ing in Charge 

" ,,' ... 
, .....;cc: 	 SCA New York 

CAC IUami 
CAG Tampa 

, CC 	 TaJJlpa " ... ~: . 

.. '~l ; . 

,',!." 	 ,". 

'j 
; j, 

.,' 7':"'" '-".; ': : 
'., . 

... 'f. 

,::, ,>,: 

.:.. \-",", 

334625 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

'United States Cl,lst<;?lns'Service.:':· , .; 

, I, :.J 

Supervising Customs Agent, 
P.O. Box 4699, . 
J acksoriville, .Florida._ 

Sir: ,..., 
',.,.~.:., '~" 'Jfl. 

j 
',};·'::':;<";: '.',' ' 

Reference is made ",tf) ,previo:U~;r:C!9rrJe.spondel1ce 
in comiection with the ac;tivit~es of DAVlb.:lIA~PMN" ¥lho 
arrived Habana o1l.. the sis C+upADDE SE\TILLA"JVI~Y· 30,.1941. 

• . , '" -r '., ~ -. , 

. (.:~, ./"Salvador,I)en"s': ' 
" '; .;: :Special,;;Emi;lo.yee 

Acting :i.n·~Charge··· 

cc: seA New York ."".;'.. .. CAC Miami~ '. , ' 

CAC Tampa " 
~. , .•.• , "'''.d.~ • ...itIr ,CC (Tampa 

, . ""'.' ~: 

.:. 

, I, 

:"\ . . ~ 

. . ',' 
....'~" . I. , ' 

: •.j- I~ " 

'"'':',''' 

334626 
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. "'. 
:- , • ~ t' ~,... ~... 

TREASURY DEP1\>1!J:'*ti#1,:r,~ :'~;', " ' 
..' ,:~:h:~,:{':;:l'};;: ·'.~.;·_,w,L.\'''l\.,:; \ ., 

UNI1'ED STATES ,CUSTOMS, SERVJICE;),
-:: ,~--'t:"'~.. 7:1;'T:;;,~..~·t·. 

': .. 	 '. - " 

J, 

, .. : 

, ,,AIR 'MAIL 
., .. ~., ' 

. - . 

Supervising Customs~ent, 


P.O. Box 4699, : i' 

Jacksonville, Florida. 	 .:'.... 
" 

','.' ,'r, 

Sir: 
:,:;,'! "; .'....~. ~. ,,~ J '"/~: • '. 

Further reference is"made to'i~~ietterof 
June 16, 1941 in connection witii;th~':a:b:tivities;of DAVID 
HALPERN, who arrived Habana' on, t;Jj,~" S/S ;Q~\.I? DE' SEVILLA 
May 30, 1941. ", ,;~.' ' ,:':";r:;:S;r,:,:',:',',:,::,,, ";c,",: 

.. I ,t,'.~',':,:-'l,'~;,~,',(:' :" 
. " ~'~~~".i;~~·i."J .' ~~ t~' ,'!;" :•. ;.~:: r" • 

, , The Consulate Generl:l.l advises '~hey they are 
today refusing visa applicati<;ln;,:d£ DAVID,,p,A~~Rlt. JUs 
jewelry is still in possession br,'the Cuban Customs ,and" 
according to Cuban ,laws will riot be released, ,until Halpern 
leaves the coun:try,.Therefore it' cannot b~passea'to' 
some other person ,to take into theUnited States;,;UE.less he 
makes a special application which" has tobe"pasl?eo: upon by 
the Collector of Customs in wliich, case we '';lill'be notified 
in advance of delivery.. 

Gutmann and his faJriiiy ,lert':'9~the 'S/S MONTEm."Y 
at Noon today. ,No person accompanied them to the'·wharf. .,' 

;: ,;:; ;'Respectrull~T . 
. , , ., 

';"" ..- , ','! 

. ',:':,,: 

Sa:lya;dorPeria. , 
.-; ~ Sp:e'cial Employee' 

Ac£~ng",in qharge' 

cc: 	 SCA New Yorlt ' . 

CAC Miami' 

CAC Tampa 
 l. ,'. :,:'.r'·";'.• 

CC, Tampa 
. 
" 

1" 

.,'. ' 

,~ . . . 

:... '\ 

~., :: .!:'~:. ;.~.~,..". '" 

334627 




NY 3-542 

. ';-'.,'. '. 

~ \;.' 

UNITED STATES:~'GU8TOlV1S SERVICE 
• :;', j. I:;, ; ,,' ' , .,; '\ ~ " .' • 

",' , 

, ~, :; 

,Supervising CuStOJ::1S Agent," 
,',.'P. O. Box 4699 

,Jacksonville, Florida 
• ~I 

;';:" ,'" 

Sir: 
,~. 	 i 

1teference 'l)*9.:~,'~to· YC11..r·'),atter June 16, 
1941 in connection 'vdth thH.!a'ctiviti!eff of DAVID lIAIEERl~, 
who arrived Habana on the IS/SfCIUDAD,iDE ,May 30, 1941. 

"',1 ; j\ ~. ... "',.~ 

.. : r~1"~;;:\ ' .' ,~~,;~.I- ~~/ ; 

At'cached fil?:(kl)h~otoGra.l?~is.:?f David ,and ~sther 
Halpern for yom' files. " ',;,;' " '.,' 

') ',,' . i" 

iialpern is b\3,~n;g' ke;;:,t under constant surveilla.nce 
and so far his only contact ,is Edgar' GutrilaHn. No telephone 
calls, telegrams OI' letters hava be~m 'received by eiti~er Halpern 
or Gutmann. 

,/ ,\ 

Investiga.tion- i~being COn:~U:9t(3d' to, ascertain 
what connection Isaac Kalturi!:,has with::Ha:l}:,'~~rn, and report 
will be rendered later., ,: ',,: 

" , ,/ ',"~, , " 
'. , ,"> ~,' • '1: 

cc: 	3CA Hew York 
CAe IiIiami 
CAC Tampa , 
CC Tampa 

'" " 

.' '~,' , ~. '" " ..:"'.... 1 .... >., 

! " ~ 
-:.... .,.r 

. ~ , 

334628 




'"" .," .";.. 

HABAl{AL: (UBA 

.,' . 
'.'., 

'--w, 
.' ,',! ( 	

l;Y 8-542 

'.';.;:';':i:' 

. : 
.,•• f l ',}"- , 

June, ;1.9.;,' 2%.1• 
.~~ . ,; , 

AlIi. lViAIL 

Supervisirlk; Customs 
I. O. Box 4699 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

Sir: 

Furtller reference is, rJacle '~~q:"~ro'~.r )etter of 
June 16, 1941 in connectioJ;l !1itl-~ the, ac.tlvities of .DAVID 
.l-IALPLRN, who arriveci I'laban~ 9;\1 the S/~'GJYDjj.D I));:. SEVILLA 
May 30, 1941. 	 ":~')," C" 

'•., 1 ~ ," 

" , '~'. ..

Investi.-;at-ion ;g;t:)y'~lors t11a~' J1DGAR GU'l'j>i.A1IN 
and f'amil~' haVe reserved st,iterooms 12',:'i!l.nd" 35, on the S/S 
iJOhT8.li8Y leaving Habana c'l'). :i~<i:turadyJUl).E?,.,21, 1941. Close 
s'W'veillance is 'oein£; kept, on HalI10rn i..mel his onlJ' asso-
Ciate to data is Guti".1al1Il.' " 

, ~.~. ,; ;: :', f. 

'." ... ' 

~. ~.·~:·l ~": ... ~... ' : "". ,"':'"
With reference.t,o',ISi:\.AC,Klu,11Ji,I, Lithuan:tan, 

Cuban citizen, who llandled:'l~ith C:uba.nfxl~tl:orities for 
the' entry of Halpern. There':'~l;'~' a'~cj.;"ber of br~nc};es 
of the Jewish Helief Agency;::iil\ Habana.' and ,it is' thought 
that KALTUIr. is connected. ';;1~'h/salile, J:il.l( sp i'ar,na definite 
information has been receive'sl; . ,," ,', 

.i';',I" 

Confidential arrangements hav~beeri effected 
to interce:pt telephone calls,~ telegraJ;;s'and n;ail dir.:;cted 
to F,:'AlJ"ZFJ~. So far no maii' or telegr~ms ilav~ been 
received by HALFEEN. PhotR~'T.apl:ls willi,:be,#orwarded 
tOLlorrow. ,,' ;' ,;1;. 

7. <"',.......:'." 


R~~~~;ctf'L111y ,,;:""~"
.:": . . '-....~!' ,'~.... '.'-'" 

;~"i' . . " :;".~.': . 
""'I! .':. ,,~....... ,,\. 


·Sai.vado~iPena 
·'Si')ec1al.Emuloyee

'. . -.: :!:. -"~ ".... ' .' 

cc: 	SCi;. l'iew York 

CAC Ivaami 
 .' ;, 

. ! .. .; ~ 

CAe TaHpa 
ce Tampa '.:.' .:-. 

, .." 

!'.' .' ':, 

, ' 

, " 
I ... 

"~ ~,(....-.-, 
-~'.. " " 

, '. ~ 
,,' 1+'," 

~. .1 

.,' ' 

r~: , 
"'.,..~~-

http:12',:'i!l.nd


DECLAS$~ED 
A!JL".otity 26(/().f 
Byk.. h'AP.A Date ___ 

.. :,' :;~i_~:·r,. 
rlABANA ; CubA ' 

. , . , 

, ',', 

, "~ , , 

,.-.;"" :. 

,. 
. T,_a.'."' ' 

Suparvj,sing Customs Agent;, 
P.O. Box 4699 ,-:', ' 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

Sir: 

1941 in connecticin vlith, ~~,e~"~ctivities'oi'- DAVID llALF'ERN, 
who arrived Habana on th,e,';Sj'S,;CIUDAD: DB;,SEVILLA May 30, 
194]... " " : /:':;':::,>, /, 

",' ,-:-~ {,': 

Upon arrivCiLl in Habana:':Halpern declared 
$3,000 in cash' and deposit~d ~i;2,500 iJj,.:AmericannrOney as 
a bond viith the Cuban authoriti0s,8:l~9>retv.rn portion of 
ticket to Lisbon. He wast~ken to~cut~c:.:Tl:'-±)Ilm,igration Camp 
at Tiscorniawhere i1e ';1fa~,~~leared c;m,,;J.}Yie,2,194].. Photo
gre,phs and fingerp:dnts '.'i~::.:'e: ta:t.;:enby:,gtii?a..n L"nmigration 
but no request has be,sn pade i~or s~m~,,:~:ilf view' of your 
instructions. " ,',' ,- ,". -, 

On his release from Tiscornia, Hall~eI'n ,~ith 
illS wif3 and ,three dat,ghtersmovedto the 'Hotel Trocha 
in Vedada w-here they occ:u.Y)y';,c,roo;ns tS,6 and 67. ' '111i8 is 
one Of ,the older hotels ,1rt:I:iaban:a,' 't1:,frd rate, and is 
:::Jatronized mostly by Jevjis~.refusek5s.',enrouteto 1:;11e United 
States. 

So far t!16: orir} cc'nt~ct~ noted, by -the uXlGlersigned 
has beer:; one EDGAR GUTMANN:; vrho ar:d3A:id; in Habana oil June 11, 
1941 with hiswii'e Irene GutmanI'" ami,two .¢laughters Ellen and 
Edith and occupi(;)s room 51 at the Hotel'Irocha. Gutmann and 
"1 ," f" '. ",' ·t"'t ' t'b~' .i1a p')rn seem 'to ,De :..r~er;(i~. rney ,S:!. '~a, ,sa.me a.Le ana. 
have beEm'seen frequently i:talki115 tog~ther. The files of 
t:ne -Consulate Ga::~eral' incl:fc'a-te that, GutinEil"...ll I s'passag-a was 
paid by his brother-in,:"~~',~ Walt'"r Jul:i~J;s' Saepum, 61;.87 Park 
Avsmue, Ilc.dianapolS.s, S.ilC1: the.t, he' :!.ntEinds to join his cousin' 
Ludwig Goetz, 935 Park .A~-enue, Ne1>!'Yqrk.Gli.tmann arrived 
nabanaon the sis ORIKN[~,::~unelO', 1941• 

Eeference i,s;tade' to' yo:ur:''letter' of June 16, 

. " '. '., ~. 

< ,. ," 
" /.'.". 

334629 
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'" NY 8-542 

. 

Lithuanian, 
advised Cuban 

as a 

, '.' , 
" ., 

r 

, . 

",;»:.", •• , '. " 
..•• ." " '! 1,": • , I' 

Gutma.nn advise(f'the clerk' at Hotel Trocha that 
he would only be in Habanl';l- ~WJ14.labo~t~"Ju;P~.2U; , EVery effort 
is being made to secure ds.ti;and, h1.Sal?,Sl;':;gf"¢.l,epa.:rj,'lU'8 and all 

, concerned will be notified by wire.' :,: •. ,' , 

The application for entry into, Cuba of David 
,l-Ialparn '."las made on 1lay 5, 1941 by one ISAAC KALTtJ!vI, 
Cuban citizen ot: 531 Egid9 S~reet, Habana, ','1110 

Lmdgration authorities that "Halpern' wished: to, enter Cuba 
tourist anroute to the Unite'd, States'··a.fter $ec1).1'ing visa. 

r:hotoe,"I'aphs have.: been se·cur.2-d,·qif HB.lpern and his 
wife 8..11d as soon ass1.U'ficierit copies have been made will be 
forwarded to interested·· offices.' 

cc: SCA New York 
CAC Miami 
CAC Tampa 
CC Tampa 

~ ~, ?'::.~' :~. 

:.:' }t,~:::.i!.~.·.:'·:'· . ,~, j~ , ' 

, ~e~p'ectfully,(:!'" 
. ~" i~.J~:~j~1 ;, ' " . .~,'" 

,',.. -./.,. " .::." 

.... ,.;:.:{·,t·):>.alvador..-Pena. 
:'.,: Specia:1;.jjmployee., 

Acting in eha-rge 

.' 

",1 

. . .. 
'.~,'>I~~";\"-'~ : .,.' 

" . 

i 

334630 



NY 	 8-542 

" 

Supervising 	

,"I ... 

. . -,./'1 

'lliliASURY -:PE,FART~1EN~. 
'., .. ;.' 

....l, 

••"t \ 

:'>:.;,,~~)::..;~;". ,; . ~ I 

Customs Agent" All{·IilAIL DLfiECl' 
P. O. Box 135, .' :'",;;, '. 
Church ;Jtreet Annex, ;" 
;l~ew York, ?~. Y. 

Sir: 

Heference is l::ad.? to yom:; 9.0~1111un:Lcation of 
Juno 10, 1941, file 4-96, ;and to lette~<':froin 'Treasury 
,}le~lresenta'~,ive Brown dated:ZJ;Un€l 14, l'941':in:' comh~ction 
with arrival of ona DAVID JiALPEI:l,r at:"Hafulja:; oD:the sis 
CIUDAD m:: S.t::¥J:LTJ., I~lay .30,:,1,941. 'r/~;, " 

F.·le,,'"'.<::·.".-, b"'.·. ::''''v.;s':;J;':;~:'.1'1':;7. D''''';'·'· ""i ' ~, __u. .J. _ .... __ a;v.:!i.Q: 118.....Dern aCCOlnv v 

valli'3d by his '~Iif(;) ~;st: ..0r: Ber,nstein ;and.· three dau;2'ht'ers 
':".,. t .... _. ::'!':'.;'_~!.¥~~'~'.:. ',' _. ,i" ..1; ., /'\ '; ....'" 

uom.a, lU1Tla and j,arlam aI'j"fl:-vcd ilabana"qn' c.ae 0/5 cluDiill 
~.: ._.~..... ; ~ ... _.1. - ,· .... ';,1·· , .' • • '" 

mG ;;.;~V J.l.LA j{.ay ]0, 1941 ;0;.11(1. on. Jun,.:: :)1';:1941 made aT,it.llca 'Clon 
at United States Consulate Generi1:,".'Eabana:;;'for visa 
to ental' tb Unit~;d states.' Halp':)rn~gav~.;l'as tis I-Iabana 
add.rass the ~{ot9l Trocha" Yedado, and, stat 3d his New York 
address 'Nould b'3 c/o Paul '~l€l:rstein, 760';:es't End Av·anue, 
New Ie-rIc City. Infori!lation on fE·:! inc1icat':3s ·~ha.t 

de;)osited diamonds 21.no. jew·aIr;), v;:;.lued aJc f~14,[j45.04 'aith 
the Cuban ImldgT~tion a.ut.Jorit:tes. Halriel:"nadvised the 
COl'lsul~t:;; it was his intention to ;~~~abli~h a.11 C:lJq,JOI·t
ir,;port business batwc,an the>,1Ji:Jit·ad states and l)ortub'al, and 
that he '.vas tll$ owner of a J{Iiolesale ijE!1,'!~lr::{ business in 
Lisbon. 	 . , , . . ., ....;,_.,).. ,.;; 

'y;, I .~••• ,.~ r . 

This individual~ "Till be f(~p:F~~dGl" surv'3illance 
ami r::rports i'orward3d. frolil~taill-:') to ti~".~.of'. his activities. 

.h.espectfully forwal~ded, 


.iip1'Toved: i,:~"",c' -j a] "~~"'lo'v"'e

\..J l-.... 	 - ~ ",,.Jl~.Ll-J .J "'"" "'. I. 

Acting' in· CharG(~ 

:8di':ard li. Gleason 
31lp.:;rv:~sing Customs A,;ent 

cc: 	CliC :':Iia;lli 
GAG 'l'a}~i:;:a 

CC T8..r:lpa 

3alV:.:idor Pena 

,-,', " 

. :., ,," 
;:; .",-.\ 

.. r 

~" I • 

334631 
;' 

http:ti~".~.of
http:f~14,[j45.04


}4, 1941• 
. .,', 

. ,',:. 

NY 8-542 

,. ,:: .. '; 

Mr. S. Pena, ,~ ',": ' ' :', '. ' 

;:)pecial Employee Acting ir.'.:~.Gh~~ie~:' , 
P. O. Box 2158, 
Havana, Cuba. 

Sir: 

:r~eferance is lJiade to a letter., from. New 
York directed to Havana under date oi."Jtill~,lO, 1941, 
concerning the arrival of. 'olie DAVID tIil1,JP·,~'lli on 'board 
the '6/S C 11.J'IJiill DS SEVILLll. ,",:J,:ast arrivE!:l~ " 

. . "; ~ , ' '" I~{.-.,.;. ' • ..J;,:; 

Th~ inf'or;':iatio~;;was to the'effect tr;at 
Halp,:lrn had with him a ,i~r,~~ (~uani;i.;t.;i:"~.r":~i~i'.onds 
,w!:J,ich' 'i'lere concealed in, th.8 sides·0f~~~',~\lj.tc:ase; and 
that the diamonds were t}-lEi,property of the German 
Government. 

It is reauest~~'d ,'that vou c'~~eck the lists 
of arrival 8.11Q asce~tail1'iin;;;.ed{at91y from irill;;igration 
where Hali)ern is res:'d;ing'and keep:hdll{tinder: surveil
lance as far as 'oossibIe'·\~hile he is;':Iili,'Havarla. 

;. ..,' .. ' :.. ,.;;....,. .... 
~ ".:: '. 

It is imp3rat;i.;Y~' that '~he'pL~pose 'of this 
stll'veillance is not divulged to anyCu'ban authoritias. 

" "".' "', 

.Advise Hew York from ti'L'l6.,tO" time as to any 
contacts tl.!~,t Halpern maY"have with Cuqru1S or llJTlericans 
at Havana. lUso, advise them by witEf date 'of departure 
and means of trans!Jortation. > " 

." • : ' _' ~"~" 0 

t' , 

If you finCt:, ~J~,at HalPe:~':rlJi~is :,l1ot~l~ived as 
yet in Havana, check futUr'e' incol!\iDG' vessels to ascer
ta~;,n if he is a passenger" and adv±s8'the supe:r-vis;i..ng 
customs agent at l'i""i York. 

, '-~ ~ (' . Hespectfully, 

';-'-:. 
'. i;.. 

GEA..B.LE8 BROI;';N, 
CC:, Jacksonville, , '.' "Ireasury riepresentative;'r" 


l'ampa, Jl;iiami 'L 


. "':.CH:CHH 
, . 

:,.., 
·,i' 



" 

l'iY 8-542 

t'. !' 
, J1+06, ,10; .1941 

'J 
The Customs Agent in Charge" 

.. ,"
f', : 

;',dami, Florida. 
" ' 

3ir: .: '~\ "f~:JJ" ' 
"; . ~:~·,';:~<t. 

Inclosed please fih~190~7, of.:.~ ',l.et,ter dated 
June 10, 1941-, addressea,.t,o,\the L. S'• .1-reaslLT'J1 I-Lepresentat
ive at Havana, Cuba, relattv8;,to ·tha "~i'iege~l" 

' ~aJ".•Gn/ls -by ~lJj\V'i"lJf' .' "of U ..... \..L. w .... - -:!,.:~ ~'. ;.,. "'::.:;... 

.As will be notad, there is a strong' ind.ication 

that ru..LI'EH1J rna:( have dit3embar}~ed at Havana, Cuba. It is 


' t' t t' " '.. ' "\' t'i'" •••t d ;.-~3 :',OIpaSS81-:igerS,IJ2) asugg;;)s"e l~:3, 


your ~;ort from tha data of, "th2. ar:dval of ' GIUDAD DE 

:..:::r::':VILLA at IIavana, Cuba, to\iate. 'Ass~lling he did d:Ls

: embark at Havana, tLEJr'.:J i,$.8. })ossibilit~- ' bas entered 
the United Stat,'Js at your liort since tl':at time. 

"',.\. 

~ .. " ..~: ,:. 

,Vi. 'J. 'Fn:iC}~" 

1 :."Respectfully fOTIvarcled" 
.i;IPHOVBD: 

.: ..,:.. 

, Custom§·;ii:geHlt. 

Inclosure: ('.c letter to TH. llavana 
6/10 

cc - SCi;. Jacksonville, Fla';., 

~'" . 

, I". ; •. ,: 
• "" ... w." ~'" 

j , ••~ .'. ~~~':~ t.' I 

. . t~: ~ ~', 

• I.. 

, > 

. " 

.. -,: 
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" NY 33-542 

, JW1e- 10,; 1941. 

,", ; 

:..;" .. ,', 

\The Surveyo::.' of Custor.:s 

New York, N. L 
'., .', .' ~, 

,~ ",1;'. _'Sir: 
-;,..~- " "'.~ ; " .. ' , ' -

This -Office is in rece,f-oi.' 01:' ',ini'ormation from a 
reliabl;,3 source to the 'eff~ct, tha{'o11:;'bAVID HIILPE.tl.H 
will arrive in tha United BiJt:,;s il':>th; near i'UtL1XS with 
a larg8 (:luantity of, di;;,:.m.·6~§;s,,\col1ce~J;ep.iB:1 the., ,$ides of a 
suitcR,se. It is further;.'all:eged tha:f·· t~"e.se dhnonds 
ar8 the prol:erty ol' the German l.;'overnm,ent .. 

, : 

It is raspectfully raqv:3sted tnatthe name of 
DAVID iikLP.::;nN be placed on the: Ini'orlmition List and 
should he arrive at this port'th",this l p.erson be 
searched; his baggage sent to the appraiser's stores for 
a thorough examination; and Customs A:g'ent }'inclc of this 
office advised. ' . 

'. ",.~... { 

,. . ~ '" .. 

''/, " .1.' : 

""''','''''' ""',"", , 

Agent. 

cc - As,st. Collector G~, V~.O 'Keefe . 

'.\ 

. 
", 

. " : ~'. 

, ,'., 

. ,.. :," 
':'" ' -,t "'.,""": ...... , .. ,. ,~ 

. \ ," 
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'~i~"""'" ' 
~bliy F~',r.;""'i~";';;"'--"';'.,.J!::.' 

'f;Ue '"I!liy;,,?~&"?t}< 
"i.~·'" 

f'.,· 

0y., 

,"' ,.:, 

' .. ". -, ,.~, ...'.'". 

,~~,~,;:10,:.,19f;1 ; 

CUl-IFIDE1!TIAL 

NY 8-542 

I-IaV1ll1a, Cuba. 

~ir: 

On June 7, 1941, the, British COl~sll,l:;at 1]'':f., York 
received' a cable frOT:! tile Br~,tish GOVGrJlp,ent in London 
to the -"ffect.,.... t'.i"~;.t_'.... one ',,: T~ ,\T'D:i",~'M "'"a',s"'0, /" ,a.~:_D'VID +J,...r~~.i.u.~. a 'p~ "'s"'nger.... .l"... 

aboard the S.S. CIlIDi~D m·:S.!.:.liILLA and" ,,vas in Dossession 
of a large qu.antity of di",:j:,:Ol;JP-S ,'ihieh' ;jjJ~\:(~bu~c~aled in 
the sides of"'"ll. suitease <::m:d::iL.at th~~:' .g,~C!.2'lOlids are t:le 
::?ropart:y of the German Gove.rr;LLlent. 

":.> ..-\'> .. 

TIle above in.for};1~ti9i)(~t~s.~· rB¢'$~v;~d 'in this o.~~·rice 
after ,tl18 arri"val of the,$~:;:;:;.';:,:J:;~T.:)PAP' ])I;~: : "lWIIJ:;p..:at this 
}Jort on June 3, 1940. 

The passenger list. did not i4,evaal tl:.at I{J~LFEm~ was 
a passenger ',~}l::m tha vasselarrived'at N~vJYork. Efforts 
Lave been :Dade to obtain tll~. passenger ·list cc:ntaining 
tile 11al~les oi" -[,['1.,3 paS;;;fen6'3.rS· 111~o dise'1r:barl~e'd fro!] the 

. vess,::;l at Havana ~)rior t.o i~~s arx'ival' at IlJew York, vdthout 
success. 

The i:J.fOl~l;lation roceivad furt.ii'~~~lleg3s t}:o.t 
HALPEl:i.N is destined for the \United States ,and it is 

; 
,I~ possible til&t he diserilbarked' at Havana~" 'It is request

ed tl,·,t ,·ou ascert·, 7. '; """et1~'r t ; s'so "'nd ttc1.visG 
tLis' ·~L:i,ice, as so~~LcL~'\·.io~~iibl~~' . :'~~ih1ts of your

. : ~,/". ,,:;' ..l\ ,.' . inquiry_ 
> • ~ 

A cOf'Y of this lett~,r: is bei,r~~':'~6i'Vlarded -Co the 
i, ,custOiilS ae;ent in charge at",Ulalni fbr-liis ii:l:forr,1ation and 
I HallJern I s nrune i::; b3ing placed on £11':3' S'uj-veyor's 'informa
! tion list at t;ds port ;,in .:,oj,';deT thai; aprropria.ta action 

, '" , 

334635 

'. ~ , 
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, 
• H' • 

" '\ 

mc;.y 1;:;e tsken when H.ALPEP1~ (ll;)~s arrive in the 

United states. 

> ." • 

-.."" ,.' 

,~ii • .J ~·:FIi.~CK, ' .. \,,"

custollis.Ageiit • 

.'.," .... 
• >,' .Re spectfu11Y fOl'warded, .. .. , 

'r' ".,

.~PF.OV£D: . ;"',.' " 
~ .'" ,,~. 

,'("t~'~" 

SUP::'l'v'Ls:l.ng cuotoms A\;ent~' ,. 
j ~,

.," ~ 

,cc _ CA in Chge. biaEd, }'1:'or~~a, 
'" .ti/e/l. ,~<. ,,, .,' ' 

',,',' 

" . 

:~..' ... .. 
.,:.',' . ,~'" 

." .\" '" 

.... ' 

, \" " 

".,"'. ,., 
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Ne','l York, New York 

DEC~S;;~~D
kJL~rity ~/nl()J' . 
By.M.. NAP)' Date "",,,z,.

,'.. 

' .. ,

. ,.June.7 

"'; .. 	

NY 8-542 

SUPERVISIlm CUSTOM'S AGENT' 

.Sir: 
" 

'1.'be ·following· case has been. broug~lt to my, a~ie;;tiO~: ... 
. . .' .. \. . 

!,JA1"tmE OF CASB:' Possible sIl!..uggling of- diamonds'. '-. 
,\~t: 

SOURCE: Confidential information reC8iv;",d by Gus.t;oms Agent iN. J. Finck. 
(name) (ac~g,r.9sS) '0';:' b... ,(pnone)' 

PER;3OlJS I~'VOLVED: David Halpern ..:.;;...----_.-
'-:, ·i·J'.:;.~;' :>:.: ~~'-~' ~. ..:-:~ -' '~.:: 


ADDRES8! ____U::;;Tnl::_~s.::::l!:.::0:..;\"I;.:iIl::.·_.-,-" ,<:..,;,.;.,.... , :.."P".' 

---'-~.,...,.----..,.------ ';., ;;:';~~f~~;V<': . ' 

liEMARKS :'~[f~;i~~~£t. . 
....' ,!.' 

. , 
,There is alleged to be a piis,s'errgerao0aJ;cl.the S!~' CIT.IDAD 
DE SEVILLA who is alleged,'to;·bc in po::;~~~sion of'a quantity 
of' diamonds c'oncealed in thf:rs':Ldes ofa :suitcase.', It 
alleged that tt.ese diam.ondsar.e tIi.e prop~rty~"ofthe enemy 
of .GreatBritain.· It is fuxthj3r alleged\thaf )3:alpern is 
destined for the -United State~<. . ':~.:.::."\ 

,.;" •• > 

(no'l'E :) 	 The S/SCTI)DAD DE,S1!..'VILLA arri,v:eCl. at this 
port on JtU'l6 3, 1941~' 1~ check ,of pas
senger list does not reveal-~ t'~"~Lt H~lr,ern. 
was a pas senger an,~~.~isel'llbark;Jd.;·at New" J.:ork" 
It ispossib1e th~t"J1e disembarked-'at Havana, 
Cuba, where the s11.ip'::afriv~d,ohMay 31, 1941, 

; .." 

;',.,' '.< .. . 

.',' ". - , ~ . 

, 

, 	 ,"", • "!)'" .;~ , -" '~i~' 

. . .>I:CSignatilre} '.;: WS . J.. Finck 
Eespectfu~ly .forwarded to ., :,. , >,·.Y~. J~ F.HiCK. 
the' bureau. in accord?-rlce ,,,.....' ". 'Customs AJS{,t. 

.;, 1,' 

wi.th ·T.D. 42579.' 

(s-i gned). E.J-. L8Wis 
Supijrvising GUSt01l1S ,Ag.ant. 

WJF:.TF'H 
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~ ~,", 

. ~" ... ,;:~~g::i'> . 
ot the CkmIan GOvel"J]l1ent a*,)}~t iA~~;:~ b7.,:, 

Hal cOncealed iD the s1de8~Ot a ind.t08.se' :,;ba,d ,
pern " "1",;""""',,'" -".; .. ,' , .. ':' " 
not been brought, to' lJght a~:~, and~"i~tba~ 
the United states Customs Agents' iD Cubi.:ibave,,;been 
1:Dstru.oted to cease, tor the pl:'8sent, ~,;l~r 
iDvest1gation ottbis_tter,'~t H8lp.1"'.!i\~S a" 
jeweler :In Lisbon, Portugal ~and bas been ~~!3~PJ.i~ 
there aD,Y J'88l'8. ',~1~,~: 

J' t t~,::;",~" '>~ .',:~,i !~'-;;, , • 

nThe d!amoDds bought by'~ trOm' h1DF:~e de
clared by Halpern on his ~~ iD CU1i8::l~m('.4utr' 

pd4 therecm. 80 tar as can.5.~ dete~:;!~es. ' " 

d1amonds'did not come trcll' ~;~9.tthe_,~~?)~"

cOlllJ'tries af'ter the iD'vasion;':d&te, thereof",aM there 


<..I; J • "" .~ '('~"'" •. < '" " ~ , ,_ ' '. 

, 1s no detezm1n1Dg nasOB whf':~"" ~:l8m0Dd8 '8houl4 
not be released to RODell ,"'~'''' 'ted' ',Who Finck 

, .' , ... ~, ',.-,'" r~.~'<.f-~·'- ;"" • " '.' , 

states he 1s eonv1i1ced bOlli""" ilji~I..,~,::!a~th•. 

'D.t-k 088 on to that ,,,,':"'~';'::.:I.U"'''on~ito~:thi :~. L. 

R.IJ,IIQ g , sa:r ,~r'~"""";r"" ;, ' " 
rr,767.00 iD dB.moDds bo1:JP.~:!:b.lNRonen,,#~pep :?;':~.' , , 


also declared a larger lot:i~;;a~onds, ~cthEr CUban 

Authoritiea aD! that, the lOt:':'~t ,bT ,GUt1'd.:rtb',' 

totaHnc some 2,000 odd doJ.hirs'; from H8.lpem' izJd' 'm

parted into this country is' po8s1bl;r part·':~ot:;t.be" 

seoond lot deolared by Halpern. Finok s8ld:':that . 

nothina hrtber oould or would,lbe done at::ithe:, '\ 

present t1me about Halpern's:' ~se untU hel:~Vect 

in the oountry aD! that he, ,~pern, ,is ilj.L:~pa ";"~ 

-.eek::1ng aD 1mm1gration visato"',tbis ooluitii.. "':;, , 


. . ~. "\~:'!t ' ~. <""!. ;'-;~ ::" . 

. :,'. 

33464l 
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, : . . , ...•t':i;::.~~·.t.; ~ '. ,I .• 

When CUstoms Age~, w,~. J. Fino" ,;,~s ;>:sh~ ,Mr. Stoeppler's 
memo of lovemlier 13, 1941 (in ~)1 his DaDl~J~s men1fioned several 
t1mes), he stated that it _s ~ru:e.tbat he..~>;spoJten to Stoeppler 
by telephone (at the latter's ..r~,st) bu~1:thh~,fEJtatementsattr1bu
ted to h1II in the memo 1I8re not:~9,FrectlJ.'>:~~~~~)tn.~ome instanoes 
a!ld in others were'onlT partiall~y;;:t;rue•.)~~,~~oe, Mr. F1Dck d:f.d 
not state that "the Custom.. A&e~~ in OIlba,illj8.drp,en; ,1natruoted to 
cease, tor the present, any ~.i 1nVe.:ti.iP~i~ ot. this matter". 

, . ~"'~~({"t~;~i~j>-' .·'~-'....!~~;:~·:it.:.~, '. '.~,~' 
As stated in th4[t.XjVi~9.':~e:(,i8,.at;;paragraph, Mr. Finck 


did suggest to Mr. Stoeppler,~t;~~e:~4!~~...:ti.ft. hie (:rinck's) report 

of October 3, 1941. A copy ofi~~;tfF1nck~,~';r~port torma part of 


~ reporlNY 8-542 enclosed: 'tI)~tr' '.';~:"iJ;~:'i' .' ',' 
Qcmy!latism With Mr. stoepplet:·,;·:.:~~" '>,. -,;1" .,'. ",:' 

: ,:,,:'~.;i;",(.:~:':'~. ' 

later, on January 14,'1942, Mr.:l,P~k and I again 
nsited _. Stoepplerts desk th1stime t1nd1:Dg,h1m there. When 
asked it his memo of October 28,.1941 accompanied application 
NY 273208 to Wash1ngton, he repl:ie4. that it pad. When askad whether 
he had written other memos on ~!).me, appli~tion, he hesitated 
then sal4 that, he had. We then,,~slced to, S88i)de'tUecopies aDd 
he stated that his steD.ogTaph~:;:~~f his tiJ:..~:'~·.Mr., Qlark sal4, 

,a.Allr1ah1t, 118 will go and see h~~;~ . He ·th~il,,;:'.1d":"l would , 
l1ke to be present when ,.em tal.k~tP..her"•.,ir~'Ql8.rk,repl1ed 
that he did not th1nk it was neO:~~~, ~reupoIi.JIr. stoeppler 
stood up tram his ohair am re~~~,~.:that ,J;l,e,wanted to be present 
it 118 were goiDg to see Mias J~spn~~.::M:r~'Qlark then sa1d, "We 
will post:nIWIA see......... her" ' . \ ..~.. ', ,,;'''':>, 


:r~ ....,.... • :~t;t:'" . ':;<li',h,"),: . 

"ffi~~'~~/~;~{ ~ ,~·-::~:·~~~r1.:r·": .:~, .~ '. . 
We then lett Mr. a~~pPler whose; desk ie."on the 5th 

fioor, and proceeded by an ~c~:,.CRJte tQ.:Uis.a Johnson's desk 
on the 6th fioar. Nearing the;,~t~~'8 desk .'y!e' 'noted that Mr. 
Stoeppler was already there talldng'with ~,,';JohnsOD,SO we 
passed on to another rocm.later >we learned:trom . Miss Johnson 
that Mr. Stoeppler had taken his tUe aW8.7 wit,hh1ia•. 

,:" 

~" ,. 

http:tiJ:..~:'~�.Mr


i 

1 

. -~ .. 
From the 1ncJde~i;!.~l,ated ~~~:,~ 'u:...~'.' Stoepplerl s 

oontrar,y reoOllllUdatiou' to l'Ia~, i~,,::~;:apPear that a 
plan _y haw been agreed upon 1:i$~wee~ stoepp'~~; (who. with a 
Mr. 'r0WDe sittiDg opposite him ..'pa,s ~ al:J., d18I,1ODd. applica
tions at lew York) and Kat. in ...~n. ;to holdup applica
tiGDS pending reoeipt or a conS1dei'atlou, ham the app11cants• 

.	In this oonnection Mr. Stoepp1ef'~,i:~~ 'record shows that he 
was away ill from J8.l1U8.17 2rJd:ti<?:~!pth, 1942",aD:1."tbat he re
parted for duty on JamJal'1 ~;j~n.,h~.:~~;;~D8d'by the 
rederal Reserve Bank medical d~~Dta:D4"tOlmd rittor duty. 

~- Sowever, the next daT, J~,:lJ1;h, 1942'·(ihe c1qSid.ney Goldblum 
:/; ot Ro1mell, IDe. was in Wa~l.Mr. S~ppler -s. again ab

;;J sent from duty because or a headaohe. Se :re~rl.ed .tor duty 
,,<:. 	 ap.iD on the 14th of JaJD.1a1'7. Ko pnl1maDre~r:vatiODS were 

foami trCIB New York to WashiDgtoD, in the 1,lII,E:or &IV Mr. 
Stoeppler, dur1Dg the period J~ 1st to,,+,tb, 1942 • 

.. ,~ .. ~ , .. " 
, 	 ' 

0'tJ'let. tban above DO attempt has 'been made to check 
staepplerl • 1IlOftIl8D't.. It has ~n nOted, .hOwever, .that Mr. 
Stoeppler WNa.l.q lunche. at ~:.~er8.l ~~~, Bank, with 
Mr. T01Rl8 and occasionally wi~,:::~~ She~o.C?cl'~ ,.:AS:~tant Chief' 
of the L1cens!Dg SeotlO1l. Mr. 4SIl8rWood 8eems'~ tO~' be very f'r1end
11' with Ir.Stoeppler aDd rete~"to him illa7pres8,nce as 
·Charl1ell.:<'~t'~:.: .-: ' '. ' 

Ta1ka 11th Mr. Kaufer 

DuriDg rq tirstfuit' to· Ronnell, IDe. on Janu.ar:r 13, 
1942, Mr. lauter, its president,:; askBd seve~ times, nIBDl t there 
sometIdDg that oan be done aboUt: thisII, atithe aa.me' t1me tinger
iDg a bracelet l..q1Dg between 'uS on a ~-table. nen I left 
he asked tor IV Dime, address and :telephoDe' number, wb1ch. I gave 
him, aD1 said that his bNtber·ill law, s1dri8t Goldblum, would . 
let in touch 1d.th _ Upozi h1a retuz'rl f'roIIl Washington. .And Just 
as I 'liaS leaviDg Mr., lauter aa1d~ aI am sure that you will do 
everythiDg ;you caD so that I do 'DOt· l~se on;th1s ~ctiODn• 

.• '. ,,I t ·,· 	 - . 

Sidney Goldblumd1dJiot get:!ri:touoh With _, aDd 
on JaDDal7 16, 1942, at the of1"~ ot.Ro~ll"~. he showed 
.. the oClllJ)f1D;1'. f'1le on the apPllCation in"question, which he 
had had with h1a in llashiDgton.at';'the t1m8',ot'~ tirst visit, 
and cont.irmed what Yr. lauter had,:~' tOld _. . 

.~~;t; >-•• ' ;Lj, 

When I ask8d Mr. ~idbl. :viho' ':_s present at the 
oonference in 'Wash1Dgton, onJ~ JJ1;hi;::I.ast,·. he replied, 
1JIr. Seibel and two other gen~whOs8 :'na.es I can·t recall". ' 

f r:'~' ~,> ,< /' • • • 
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<ELWOOD WD!NDIECK . . . .' ,
'. :~unior Investigator. 
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