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NY 8-542

DIGEST - .
Peb. 17, 1942

Ronell Inc,, N.Y.G. :
Joseph :Wachsberg, Havana
David Halpern, Havana

Bagis for Investigation: Ronel esired a icen_se (NY 2'73208) to secure the
release from the. N.Y. Customs House of poli 'edv diam valued. at $7768, The diamonds -

ES
— oo

W: Ron'ol dtamond: firm 'was established in
1935; its officers, directors and stockholdérs are 11 naturalized citizens. Joseph

Wachsberg, a Belgian "nationsal,” acted as agent for: ‘Roz}ell in the transaction involving

' the foregoing dismonds, Mr, Wachs'berg wag well known to the executives of Ronell when

the former was a diamond merchant in :Belgium.

David Halpern, now in Havana, ‘wag engaged'?i ;the" diamond business in Lisbon
for over 15 years. The exscutives of Ronell are unacquainted with Ha.lpern.

. igation: Mr. Wachsberg indicated that the diamonds were

. Mr. Wachsberg. Moreover, Ronell: had.
ing for Treasury licensoso ~

. Bverything considered, Ro'nelli pw".e
Form TFR-300 has been filed. S

Conclusiont No evidonca was diac'overod that the foregoing diamonds were the

property of the German Government.. (The control copy:of this report was glven to

7N

Mr, A, A, Eatz in connection with spplication No. NY ‘2187208. An additional copy was

ces Mr, Bennett
Mr, Blake
Mr. Cameron
Mr, Carre
Mr, Day
Mr, Fox

PGarelick:nk 2/24/42

354577
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. FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL |
10 Pine Street, New York’ ; ’
CFEB171942
: John W. Pehle, Esciuire ’ , '
! _Assistant to the Secretary,: ‘
| Treasury Department, i
Washington, D. % 5,4;5 - i
z. r;
4 Refarence is made 16 your memogandnm dated December 8, ,
i 1941, enclosing copy of Despatch No.. 139072\9‘requeating an in-
1941, in which the Manufacturers Ti'ust "Company, 681 Eighth Avenue,
New York, N. Y., request a license on behalf of Ronell, Inc., 3
to withdraw from United States:Customs qustody diamonds valued -
g at $7,767.66 which had been pu "
E Wachsberg from a David Halpe
. boe !
with, as but $2,000,- of the $14,890, 1o‘paid for ‘the dismonds, ,
covered by these two licenses, was deposited in the Mamufacturers
b , Trust Company the credit-of Jjosef Wa(:hsberg. The balance oy
o ~ owing him ($12,890.10) appears on the books ' of Ronell, Inc., f
; as an Y“open" account payabla. BT ‘ ;;:
e - Ronell, Ino.'s bocks also:stion $5,500.~ renttted :
B {0 Josef Wachsberg at Havana for his: 1iv1ng expenses there, !
i and $8,000. cabled him i ‘zpurchase ‘diamonds for: their account. |
, The diamonds were bought Wachsberg .of . Bavid Halpern, a refugee {
4
: i
. O
. |
- ———r - - — . P.‘ - s .. -‘ P _ - 4.,, }
0 oac
034578
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from Portugal living in Havana, Guha; No 9; dance haa besn

o

--‘.-**"*-‘-:;5""

R G B‘ndD

jroars and hed the
honesty. - On

his integ ityo

Aron Arnold Wiener, 1650 Broadway 'New York City,
Wachsberg's partner in Belgium, stated on January 13,..1942, at
his office, that he had implicit .faith in Wachsberg and did
not believe that he would do anything which would benefit

Germany,
None of the above: three persons lmew David Halpern.

On January 15, 1942, Pius Pinkas Herstein, diamond
dealer at 1l West 42nd Street; New York City, ‘stated that he
had known Halpern for about. four ths' ‘while in Lisbon and
did not think he would do anything aubversive. ~ However, he
did not know Halpern well enough 0 endorse: him unquahfiedly.

%hile in Havana, i{i ) W, . :
that he was in a position to buy: diamonﬁs which he thought Kaufer
could use. Having faith in Wachsberg's judgment , .Kaufer author-
iged him to purchase the diamonds and cabled-'him $8,000 00 for
that purpose. . L ot

Halpern's name first became kno to Ifaui'er when it
appeared on the invoice accompanying the shipment to New York.

---***-“--%,;'*4:.
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in New York State on November 18, 1935, 1o
-and other preciocus stones and ;]ewelry Ite

On Jenuary 16, 1942 Messrs. Kaufe: ;ana Goldblun
furnished the following data:. ... . : o

ufer, residing at 101 West 55th Street, New
York, N. Y., we.a born in Krakau, (4ustria) Poland, on May 1,
1881, and was naturalized in the Southerm District, New York
State, on April 24, 1906. He _ha.a been i‘n,,'b}la .d:;.emond business
for about 30 years. : . E '

New York, was born in Poland, April 19, 1897, a.nd wa.a brought

to this ccsuntry at the age of one:by his- father who -was patural-

last entered this country in Nog M}ier, 1939, ‘after living in
Y ‘engaged :in. the diamond

Goldbl , .an‘older brother z of Sydney Goldhlum,
resides at 1521 Meridian Avenue,. Mia.m:l., Florida, where he acts
as salesman for Ronell, Inc, Mr.:-Kaufer stated that Henry
Goldblum has not been out of this country since April 8, 1940,
and that he too was a citizen by virtue of his father's natural-
ization. far

e
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,Advance - dJde Wachsberg, N. Y.

Insurance Unexpired

. 4’:6* Prw&
ntrY—FFG I,.gg‘ ""V( Qf}‘ ! .
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81«
. 96 shs, - Peggy Goldbl um
25 shs. - Sydney Goldbl m

297 shs.

Mre, Rose Kaufer became an American:citizen by reason
of her father's naturalization. She married»Sidney Kaufer in

Mrs, Peggx‘Goldbluﬁ:QQEQBorn ﬂéﬁrHOdeﬁa,uﬁﬁssia,
March 22, 1900, and arrived 1n New;York in- 1910, - At present

at November 30, 1941, copied: frog; .the m-
Mr, I. Rubin of Max Gross & Cofpaﬁ&,L P

Assets

Cash - Manufecturers Trust Co. '
Accounts Receivable
Less Reserve for Bad Debts.
Notee Receivable v
"Lesst '

- $ 55333.97
?Lﬁ_%ﬁ}_ 5.544.66
56,150,49 - |

116,870.72
21,781.22 ;
5’722 34

Inventory - Merchandise
Advance - J. Wachsberg, Havana

Loan Receivable
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"NY
Ol
Liabilities & Capital
Notes Payable :
Accounte Payable '
Account Payasble - J. Wachsberg' S
Accrued Taxes & Eb:pansas 'i$«2,6!,323‘93
Capital Stock .
Capital Surplus
Deficit - 12/1/40  (§1, 51413 1 T
Net Income for ysar 2,200,2,1 PR
Surplus 11/30/41 ‘ 31,886.80

m ;210,73

resulted from transactions with reputable firms'none of which
is blocked and with which Ronell,.Ine., has rbeen dealing for
at least three years. He further) stated, tl;at most .of these

at $496.50, $1,955.20, $2,647. id %,9&0 00’ reapectively,
-=- for the purposes of. sale within the United -States, provided
the proceeds of sale are deposited’in an account to be opened
in your name with the Manufacturare Trust Gompany, 'from which
account payments, transfers, and withdrawals-may:be made only
in accordance with licenses =----o-=--, You ;are’ hereby author-
ized to make payments from the account in your name with the
lianufacturers Trust Company up: to “but not excaedlng $2 000 00

*

‘before doing so authorized Ronell , Inc. ’ to pu.rchase the above

diamonds from him at ‘the above stated.prices..-

-Accordingly,on

8=542
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mqtom brokers

he ‘said diamonds,
berg ha.d signed before
“over to. Ronell, Inc.

June &, 1941, W. F. Collins & Company, Inc. ‘
at 50 Broad Street, New York, N.Y., withdr
presenting the proper documents which Wap_
leaving for Havana, and tm'ned ‘the diamo‘

The bill of Bale covering the bove purchase did not
state the terms of payment, qnly the sale iirice of $10,039.10.
On or about July 1, 1941, Ronell, Inc.y-deposited $2,000.00
‘in Wachsberg's account at the ﬁauufactf’ ers’Truat Gcmpany, 681
Eighth Avenue, New York City

"uhsbsrg, xecutsd the fallowing
2 ;Washington, Vic¢e-Consul of
Havana. "'Cubazf- "I hereby give

power of attorney before Mr.
the United States of Ameriea
full power of attorney to.
New York, N. Y., for the p
diamonds now béing held in
States Custons, whieh they

Manufacturers Trust Company, New York, in: pursuance with United
‘States Treasury Department licenae regulations. LT

On August 1, 1941,
NY 199303 authorizing them:
'\ of. diamonds” valued at $4,851 00
“"t,he sa;l.e of ‘said dismonds are

drow said dismonds from Custems!’sid piirchased them for $4,851.00
As in the previous bill of sale

salé, no térn of “payment were men-
tioned in the bill of sale. cov‘éring this ‘purchase.

Instead of depositing ‘the proceeds of the two seles,
i.e. $10,039,10 and $4,851.-, in the Manufacturers Trust Com- .
pany as provided by licenses NY 148283 and NY 199303 (in possible
violation of these two licenses) Ronell, Inc., credited Wachs-
berg's Account Payable on their books with these two amounts,
making a total credit of $14,890 10, However, $2,000,~ of this

IR .

e BB
T

e
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in the Memfacturers Trust Company, 681
City, lsaving $12,890.10 due-. -

When Keufexn president.of anell 5 Inc. ’ was asked
why the balance owing Wachsberg had not been. .deposited in the
latter's blocked account, he replied that, he-was advised he
could carry the balance due "in.an open accmmt, indefini‘tely"
When asked who adviged him as above s he claimad 'bhat menbers’
of the trade had done so. ;

A th : Avenue, New York

The writer understa.nds that, :Ln the wholesale diamond |

trade in New York, credit is extended in many instances, but
notes are usually given for the _balanoe owing rather than carry-

o) IS

1,78 carats, and 95% payment re“ ‘:‘in the i‘orm of. cash or

notes, and the notes either pai

-months, to deposit at least par
to the 1e.tter's blocked account

Instead of making the depoaits provided by licenses
NY 148283 and NY 199303 (excepting only the’ $2,GOO deposit),
Ronell, Inc., has advanced Wachsberg in Havana, Cuba, $13,500.-
during the period June 28th to October 4th, 1941, ZXaufer claims
these advances are entirely separate transactions from his _
firms two purchases from Wachsberg covered by the two licenses
mentioned above. i

The $8,000,~ advanced. August 18, 1941 s was said to
be for. the purchase of diamonds :ln Havana by Wa.chsberg for the
account of Ronell, Inc.

I TS
. :

TSR
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charges were made: _

’1t would geem

that these remittances were in violation cf licenses ‘NY 148283

and NY 199303. In connection with'these remittancea Kaufer
remarked that his firm was not taking any great risk as it
owed Wachsberg $12,89D 10 for the diamonds purchaaed of hinm,

Ronell, Inc., also had another so-oalled adxance
account with "J, Wachsberg, N. I." to which the fellowing

e

May 29 - Cash toJ. W, =
~June 19 - H., Herman (Wachsberg'
July 11 - Cash to A, Wiener Wi .:
# 16 - Insurance
Aug, 5 e« Storage
n 27 - "
Oct., 25 = Insurance
_ Storage
NO’?O 5 - Ho Herm
" 15 -~ Customs
" 27 - Insurance
# 27 - Storage
Dec. 10 - Trip to Wash,

Storage
1942
Jan, 22 - Trip to Wash.
n ]

334585
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coples of Custom Agent W. J. Finck's report. to the Appraiaer
of Merchandise, New York, N. Y., dated October .3, 1941. MNr.
Finck's report includes data secured at Ha:mna, Cuha, by

- Treasury Representative Brown at that city.

Respectmlly forwarded:

Acting in Charge.

Enclosure: Exhibit upmn,

Copy to: F. R. B., N. Y. (Caveat Section)

st

A A f
W s e
Rex =

W4, b~ Josef wachsborg, Eavana, “

334586
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201 Varick Street, .
New YOI‘k, N. Y. A o

sir; - j .

Recelpt is ac ledged Lo}

3

¥
September 5, 1941, your':fil "'m-mc/ums, advising

| ing in posaession of & qwmtity of diamonds -alleged to

be the property of the German Government; and. further
upon inquiry by you it was ascertained from the im-
porter that he made the purchase from one Joseph
Wachsberg who at the present time is-in Havana, Cuba.,

On Septembern 0, 191.1, Mr.,. Sidney Kaufer
president of Romnell Iid, was interviewed at this
office, He was queationed regarding the purchase
of the merchandise and stated that he never knew
David Halpern and could: *’t'qccoun ;.for. the reason
that his name appeared.on‘the invoice:-as shipper.
He further stated that‘thi a?'mamhgmdiao was: pure
chased by him from one oéeph We h'sberg, who is at

th

to Cuba he advised xamr that b:e was in a position
to buy diamonds from refugees. After Kaufer bad ree
ceived specifications i‘or certalin: diamonds that

&+

334587
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NY 8542

Mr. Kaufer::
gave the package of dia
a bandmaster on the S/S:KU
law of Wachsberg., V eposited
of the S/S KUNGSHOLM and upon err: " 6f the ehip at
New York the merchandise was turn | over to the cus-
toms and a consular invoice, tqgether with a copy '
was given to Kaufer by Veldt., The names of Halpern
and Ronnell Inc, were scratched out on the copy but
not on the original which was used for entry purposes.
Kaufer further stated that he -does, not know who
on. ;it was in this
condition when he received it, He explained that in
making entry he believed the invoice was. in order as

‘ a bmother-inp
with the purser

Ronell Ine. ‘ f ’
4‘8 Wt 48th0 . ;';E\ .

New York. .

Dear Friends,

- 1 regret very much that, you have 80, many
difficulties with the?shipmsnt, though, as far
as I know, everything has beer.done in a regular
way. I bought the goods™from, Mr, .D.. Halpern,
and as a eeller I made him sign the invoice. I
know bim to be a very:loneast.-man, a refugee from
Portugal where he lived the last 18 years. He
was & Jeweler in Lisbon and imported his goods
regularly in Cubai. I ‘thought-that as seller of
the goods he had to sign the invoice and thus I
acted to the best of my knowledge.. . '

334588
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"] hope that you will get’ this matter :
cleared very soon, :and I know evarything will
prove satisfactory.: when the Custome Department ’

vwante to check up on this matter.‘:f«:.“ .

The Treasury eprasantative at Havana, Cuba
was also requested to make an investigation and inter=~
view both Halpernm and Wachsberg. and: ascertain the true
facts of the tranaaaticn.}' PR

Under date of Septembar 25,&1941, the treasury
representative reports that Wachsberg and Halpern were
both interviewed with raspact to the. transaction. Wachs-
berg, through his son Harry Wachsberg-who-acted as in-
terpreter, stated that after Wachsberg's arrival at

' Havana to await the immigrant visa;Ne ‘reéeived the
sum of $8,000.= to purchase diemonds-of. ceértain specifi-
cations acting as agent for:Ronnell, ‘. iHe 'purchased -
the 57.42 ots. of diamonds.ds set forth on consular
invoice 10157 from David: Halpern and paid ‘him the sum
of §7,767.66; that after these stones are sold at
New York, ha, Wachsberg;: expects to. receive a commission
depending upon the amauntGOQ‘prof$

~Joseph Wachsbsrg,
stated that he went to thenAmeriean Consul- at Havana,
and had Halpern sign the invoice as- seller, believing
this to be proper. He stated that Viee-consul Green
handed him the original with & copy on which the

- names Ronnell Ine, and David Halpern had already been
erossed out, .

‘ The treasury representative rurther states
that when questioning Vice-c¢onsul Green, in charge of
the invoice section at Hevaha, he stated that prior to
August 25, when 1nstructions were put:into’ effect, it
had been the practice te attach the- statistical copy
to the originel invoice marking out.or the copy the
naemes of the seller and the purchaser. ‘

334

£

J

89
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their reltuse,

9, 1941,

P

Approved,

Incl .
Inv, 10157.

WIFIADM

| In view of. %ﬁé sbove an
by Examiper Nathanson . that:
were cut in Belgium, thiameffice has no objeotion to

Respeetfully forwarded.

Supervising Customs Agen

KRG 13 die- P,,,,,,,i’"“
EntrYFFC I,.vﬁ“ ‘\}‘W Qt,}‘

‘5"-2

certain that these stones ‘were of, Belgian origin,
that the items of 17,48'and 12, 14 cts., full cut’ ‘diamonds,
had been teken out of jewelry as they were :old style’ cuta
of twenty years ago and eome were broken. ,

u«,» 34

« " Consuler xnv'oicie' Yo 10157, dated st Havans,
E Cuba, August 5, 1941, is returned harewith ‘having been
‘é : obtalned from Examiner Nathanson on’or, about September

“Re spéetqgizsr ,

" WILLIAM 7' FINCK,
. Customs. Agent, *

DaV1d Halpern, . ‘when interrogated by the treas-
ury representative, confirmed the statements made by
Joseph and Harry Wachsberg ss to the- price ‘pald for the
merchandise and the executing of the consular invoice.
The treasury repreosentative further reports that con-
sular documents in possession of the -American Consul
-at Havena, Cuba, show that Halpern: ‘bas ‘been: engaged in
the dlamond business 1nvLiabon for over filfteen years
and that Halpern stated. that hia last trip to France

ﬂiﬁe Sﬁinioh expressed
he believes the diamonds

334590
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fo. -Jesuary 13, 1942

#r. Sidney Goldblus reprodenting. amn, Inm. ’.
48 Wost 4Bth Stroet, Rew York: afTw

mmt’ . ‘. B8 v. .‘".I': k%] '.:» 1 ;

¥r, Goldblam, vho mmmtaﬁ mmf as ,parﬁwr of the firm
 of Ronell, Inc., appeared at Foreign Punde Control this day at 11100
8ss, for the purpose of ¢larifying his mlatiansm.p to Joseph Washsburg
snd the dlamends purchaged for Ramll, Xxm., by him, uhich fm the mbjeat
of application BY 379208, The diai 0! 3
the mnmﬁm was made for the “an nf“m"‘%a Kmm., I:m. '

aaqmum with Wachsburg, ﬂ’aoha ‘.* m‘mlm with m to t:hu Haim Btates
spproxinately §100,000 worth of a;mn&m Prege 4dismonds wers pleced in
Custona custody. Wschsdurg was permitted. to. m&é.n in the United States
approximately one month and- wont. %0 Cuoda for the purpose of amaiting
inpigration vies, Wenell, Ine., have withdrawn & portion of Wachsburg's
dianmondp under pover of attorney, nlmd at apmxm’k‘ely $15,000.

- Mr, Goldblum mted that hia firm had admaaﬁ eem.’m monies to
¥achsburg, heving eent funds to ‘hin while he wis in Franmce and fpain
enroute to the United Btates. fmia ‘money. bo&.ng for living expenses and
steamship tickets. Also, mu & eompmar m mt ftmda to Wacheburg
ain«komhmin@uha. ' A ,

While in Cube waohabug znfemd nmu & Gamm mt he could
acquire diemonde there at an advantagecus price and Ronell & Company
accepted a pmaum aade Yy Hachahurg 4in respegt to the diamonds
which forn the subject of the eppliication in question. Uolddlum stated
that he had not heard of David Ealparn, from whom ¥kehsburg purchaged the
as.mmo, until the transsotion aras aat tarth by wachabm

" My, Goldblun stated that AronAmold.Fisner, sentioned in despatch
#13907, was a partner of Wachsturg when the two wers residing in Belgim
wd that ¥anerts address is at present 1650 ‘Proadwey.

, fir. Golddblun was mmaud to mﬂmt tn !oroi.gn Funde %ntrol, thx-cmgh
tho Faderal Recerve Bank st New York, an affidavit setting forth the deteils
of hie relsationghip and business transsctions with Wacheburg, inecluding
the dstes, places apd methods by which money was remitted to Weoheburgy
‘whether TFE-300 wes f£iled in meotim with the. pruperty of waabamrs

\;

334591
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CHARLES R. HOWARD/mrl
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This file ‘deals
£ diamonds by one DAVID
in. possession of a' zu
in the side of'a puitcaSe

éﬁu 6lan’
n]@aOd 'tO k
.concealeﬁ

h

s

'ﬂaj 1941 as passen eTS aboar t“n u.'”
SEVILIA, and’ are still in- Juba. The”
sentative at Havana is in uogse531on
inforrationin this case. e is uepwlﬁ;

. -surveillance, and will be in a posi ition
~office "if and waen xal‘wrn'leav 5 puba

States. The
customs ¢Bentr

“been advised

&'sury Re Tee
1] ava*lable

tha ;rea

e: nsul in thdt cxty it an,
Halpsrn and his-wife w"ll
tﬁi;L 1ted utates'

In view of uqa )
i that the ©ila bﬂ
rurt;»- inf ormatlon is
pected arrival, or ths
Rt . he of assistance U

R g
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FROM $ Mr. Pehle

—= >~ TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE. COMMUNICATION,

To 3 MF. May

Re ¢ M

48 West 48th Street,
New York Oity.

Atta.ched is a copy of despatch No. 13907. .

273208 Z daited

October 15, 1941, in which tho Mam.f‘ turers Tru.st Co. requests

a license on behalf of the snbjec

o withdraw from the New York

Custom House polilhed. diamonds va.l d at $7 ?67 66.

In view of the information contained in the a'bove mentioned

despatoh we would 1ike to postpone action on the application

until this situa.tion is clariﬁed. and would appreciate you.r

having an appropriate 1nvestigat10n made.

i
i
' I, FORWARDED
"{l‘; e@ M 3 E: for aonropr;atn asction
b ,_‘-” o
1 A A
=0 121941
 Ferelgn Funds Ceontro!
Piew VYouk
_ i} |

L



http:7,76'i'.e6

To: Treasury Department,
WQShiﬂgton, Dc CO'

ofﬂce by .Mr. Qualey of the »‘Customs Department. They sought

the release of 57.42 carats 'of polished diamonds velued st
$7,767.00, from Customs. custody. These are the sama stones re-;
ported in the above letter to be the property of the Germen 7
Government, forwarded to ’c.his cmmtry froi Cu’ba, to be ultimateiy

]

coneigned to Romell Inc,

011 being questioned Mr. Goldmanistated that these stones

R $
(} F R ST S N ha;}ﬁ'a'&.é"%l



http:7,767.00

A ML T W g T

g

e

o

‘notbeshaken Hemadetheinbere ing

}3] - Alpcn ﬁw;&

- DEC S‘l ED 2
Husan J00B5_ || EPV o et h
: BYMNAPA Date_€-/2- <

N

Federal Reserve Bank of New York . ~2-

having sent that sum to Joseph.ﬁachsburg, 'who me.de the pnrchase for

them; that the origin of these s_ ones was Belgiu, but when and how

they arrived in Cuba he had no knmrladge, fmm which story he could

;_ment that he had that
dey conferred with Mr. ?inlc, a Gustoms A,gent, ) who told h:Lm that thase

msa—

stones would not be held by "hhe \'Customa Department, ‘bt would be

—e————-—-m
released to him without benefit of a Treasm.:-l;}cense. It must be

noted here thst the report of W..J. Pirk, daﬁgé'.'iﬁgﬁét 25, 1941, 1is the

basis for the above letter of August 29, 191.1,1 wgichf.mdiqates the
Geman interest and the need for epartment L

Mr. W{ niamed a'bava, ha.s filed umTous
applicat:lona with this office for 1icenass to dispose of diamonds

presently held by him, It would;'; ppear that«licensea presently oute

standing for his benefit might :be frevoked; In this cennection it may

- also be said that he was in partnarship with Aron Arnold Wiener in
Belgium, and Wiemer is present]y operating under a "do business"

dismond license, Gonsidemtion should be given as to the possible

revocation of this 1icense.

Goldmen also said he wmzzld file i'omalfappucation for the
relaase of the above dﬂamnds stating full particulars of the purchase
and origing-

CEKS1JdJ
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Pedoral Reserve Bank

New York, N. Y.

There is tranamitted herewith for ycrur “information
copy of a letter, deted August 25, 1941, addressed to this
office by the Supervising Customs Agent with. reference to
a proposed importation of diamonds from Gu‘ba, alleged to be
the property of the German Govermant, by one Bavid Halpern.

Entry has now been filed by Ronell, Im. fer 5742
carats of polished diamonds velued.at $7767, which arrived
on the SS KUNGSHOLM on August 23, 1941 from Havana in the
custody of a member of the crew,. These are part of the
diamonds referred to in the agent's report, . The entry is
in the name of Romell, Inc, end waa‘fﬂed on. August 26, 1941
under entry No, 710803, . -

‘ The dismonds are be
Poderal Reserve Bank license,

'G. W. OYKEEFE

e, "

S:L@ed;

co Supervi' sing Customs Agent
File #4-96

13907



_the Georman Government.

further that upon Halpern's arr
at
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NARA Date (fZ- ; ! File:
B : Box

qur-Iorli; H.Io
. hugust 25, 1941

The Collector of Customs,
Rew Iork’ B. Y. .

Attention of MR, J. F. CONCAGH

On June 7, 1941, the:; Bri‘bish Gonsnl at New Iork
received a cable from the British Government in London
to the effect that one DAVID _KALPERH, ‘8 ;passenger aboard
the S.S. CIUDAD DE SAVILIA, wa possession ‘of a ‘quan=
tity of diamonds which were - concealed iinithe: sldes-of
his suitcase and that the d:le.monds are the* property of

' Upon investigation it was lesrha «that'E’ALPERN
disembarked at Eavana and 1s destined for the U:Ltted
States,

The Treasury Bepresentative at Havana has ad-
vised that HALPERN hsas made application to the United
States Consul General at Havena for a visa .to: enter
the United States and gave as. his mture address. -

Care of PAUL HERSTEIN ;_ .
760 West: End Ave:me,au e
New Iork, H. Y.z »"

at Kavana, he deposited
diemonds and jewelry valued at §$14,845 with the Cuban Im-
migration suthorities. At th:ls time HALPERN advised
the American Consul that it waa ‘his 4ntention to establish
an export-import business between the Dnited States and
Portugal and that he was the. owner of a wholesale Jjewelry
business in Lisbon,

Subsequently the Treasury Répré‘éanﬁative at

‘Havana reports that he had received information from

13907
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various diamond merchants now in Havana ‘that Halpem
had on seversl occasions been to Antwerp'and purchased
diamonds from the firm of KANNEN . o

On July 12, 1941 HALPERN pa:ld duty in Havana
in the amount of $720 for the jewelry which had been
deposited with the Cuban authorities, On August 20,
the Treasury Representative advised that HALPERN ap=
peared at the American Consulate and executed e comsular
invoice covering 57.42 caratsiof diamonds:valued at
3 $7767 for shipment on the S.S. KUNGSHOLM; leaving Havana 3
on August 21,-1941, and that this shipmant is consigned ‘:
3 ‘ to RONELL, INC., 48 West 481'.11 Street, ﬂew !ork, N. Y,

The above 1is transmitted for yonr information
and such action as you deem appropriate. -

Respectfully,

W. J. FINCK.
Customs Agent,

Respectfully forwarded, R

Supervising Customs Agent.

'

WIF:MJB

13907
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Tha gol‘ector oz

Liow York, K E
Sir: :
Please refer to our letior oL AL
1941, rsgurding information, recelvad conrernlnu one
9aVID ZALFERN, Who is at present in Havang .and. w
ad ccrsignad a shipment: of diamonds to “onell, LFC.,
*'“ﬂ"t 4L6th Street, twﬂ°>‘ tv, in t~¢$aﬁounL of
$7,767.00. ;
\. ]
3 ~ conee rning the lnvast:;auaon,MQQA by tﬁa trea¢urv
; rEOYes entatlvp at Havana -and.the 1haur51;n°d regard- i
the ) ' : :

apectfully forwardsd,
approvad:
Supervizing Custons Agent

¥nelosura:
cr, ltr. 10/3/41 L

t

b s i e

GIP:ALG
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1 York, H. Y,

Bep temb»m.S, 1941,

ti,t Qe,_vmr cf g shimy
entry Ho. 710803 1wwort;
45 Street, New Yorlk, K
tht This adtion.

: yusgtion was sen 'by“onv Devid
]halg;rn from Havana, Cuba, WO su act~u of be-
ing in pogsessicn ol ouantltv of 3 allezed to
‘he the proverty of the German uov4rnm3nu* &nu‘furtnar
won inculry by vou it was ascertained: fro the in-

sortar tiat he mads thc(murcnaSu'zfvm O '

S o1 T 5w - e (o= >
zcensberg who at tie ireSDRL:L¢mu S

Cn Septenber 10

resider of Fonne ll ;nc.
office. 1)
ol the :arcnana_ua and

Dav1c hal"err and Cﬁhla.

ﬁ“ ﬂur
s'fl_o LS ‘at

: “wtjn of an

forferiy a d;anond

Bel#idm"

’chaSeu hy m:r zro, ons

merenant and T
this couniry o visa. ST
to Cuba he adv+sed faufer tﬁ&ﬁ 2 W@s“’n
to buy diamonds from rdf:geuv. After
ceivad grecificetions for cert tain diam

334601
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“achsberg was in a posi

orwardad to
2 ;blnnont covarad
st 1940 1941,

sachsberg $3,000.~ in
by Havana invoice No.s

~ M, Xaufer\fﬁrﬁ_@' stated ﬁﬁéﬁ ﬁachsberg
gave the paclkage of diamonds to one Veldt, who was
a bandmaster on the S$/S XUNGSHOLM /and-a-brother-in-
law of Jac%sberg.‘ Veldt deposited- 1t,m1th the purser
of the 5/5 KUHGSHOLH and upon arrxval of the ship at
¥New York the merchandise was turned ovar to ths cus-
tcms and a ccnsular invoice, tovetner with a copy

ziven to Raufer by Vﬁlut. The.names of Halpern
and Ronnell Inc. were scratched out on the -copy but

not on the original which was ussd for entry purposes.

Kaufer further stated that ke does.not know who
scratcized ths naves out‘oh thz c0ﬂ<fas‘1t was in this
condition whan he rsceived it. He. exhldlned that in
iaking entry he ! belisved- the invoice was in order as
it was his opinion thet atnerchandlse was: purchased
by ”achsberu fron Haln vuachsberg, not be-
invoices, showed
ﬁhé‘sexler.

ir, Kaufer was ¢n3uruct>d3tofcom"unﬁcate
with Wachsberg and obua1nrthe details "of the purchase
from him, Subsequently Kaufer called ‘this office and
advised the undersigned thet he had recelved the fol-
lowing cormzmunication from achsoerb.“ :

“davana, Sent l&th 1941,

Ronell Inc.:
43 7. 4Bt
Hew York.

Dear Friends,

difii '”jtnougk, a8 far
as I know, evaryt deone in a regular
way. I bought ths 5oods from fir. D. Haipern,
and as a seller I madg him 91~n theinvoice, I
know him to be a very honest man, a refugee from
Portugal where he lived the last 18 years. He
was a jewelsr in Lisbon and imported his goods
regularly in Cuba. I thought that as seller of
the zoods he bhad to sign the ihvoice and thus I
acted to the best of imy lnowledges :

A

bt

334602
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prove satms:so Lo 3
wants to check un on

wiith 'izﬁest;rz'

t;gn Qng intsr-
cartain the true

viaw Loth ual*arnAand dacheberg and a
faets of the transactlion. -

'1 , the treasury

Under
rapresentative rapno ‘ ualw;rn warsa
botu. intervdewed Wi L ¢ ': “’g_\ ngaction., Wachs-

whoiacted =g in-
{é arv1v¢* t

bery, turough his
“tervreter, stated that a'tgr ﬁuctubn“
Havana to await tha i
sum of £%,000,.-
cationg =cting as
the 57.42 cts. of i .on consular
invoice 10157 from D aid him ths sum
of $7,757. 60, tht aLtbL th zse stéﬁes afrd gold at

certaln ~ecifi-
»hpﬁfurchasedx

o

ew York, hs, eac,._,be*;._,, t a-commigsion
Gepending upon the v : '

.

Haryy ‘aCasbﬂrg,‘txe son ol dowu“h Haciisberg,
stated thal &s went to the Amsricanm Consul at Havana,
and had Halpern sign the invoice as ‘seller, believing
tris te bz proper. He stated that Vica-consul aresn
hanucd him the oripinal with
names lomnell Inc, and Da v1a ki
crosse d out. 5

The. treasury rex Jsenfativefﬁi?%hﬁ“ states
that when ques ioning V¢ce-consul L een, in chacge of
the invoice eCu10ﬂ @t “avana, stated that pri Dr )
' : nbo ect it

ey

R L N

A *out on tne cony the
.UI'CL&S‘QI'O K

Lr thg 0“1‘~qa1 1vvo*ce mf
nanss of tns ssller bnq,LI
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of uwuﬂty years ago and

—t

d by the treas
.vdt"'uaau by
r*cm a:d Tor th

zanGise and the evecu+ . Anvoice,
treasusy resy W,Jthxv "et con-

sular documents in 90‘59- pIEe) :” ! ;r"chn Pon 3111
at Havana,‘cuba, show
the diamond buginess in
and that halnnrﬁ‘stateQ' d st 't
and Balgium was in 1638.. -0 0.

ot

. .. Ty ’. L i
In.vi aw of tna 1brv3 and thevopinion sxpressed
be'JQVQﬂ”Lha dizmonds
',;obgection to

Gonsular Invceice JFo. 10157, 4 Havana,
(uba, Afugust 5, 194 is returnsd hey 3w;t“
: , y v

u’ving been
obta?rﬁﬁ from Examiver Hathan nson on or- about September
Sy ;41 e S

f

ol

gu,ctfa 11y Jorwa rdad:
agprovea

' R’ N o o
1 Custhoms Agent, -

Incl,
Inv. 16157.

UIF 1 ADH
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October 1, 1941.
Te O Ireaourv Represeniy;
» ﬁavana,'Cuba.
SH
inveics sheWs»tnat D 'iﬁ;
You will reca_l L 1t noa»w~re agvxsed t at
nent was. being etuﬂnca by“tﬁg appraLSQr
awaiting your reporb, and it -
quested that you forward yeur
sitle 2, as theflmporﬁer is consuantlv qaﬂ pon,the
aprraiser for the release of the werchandlse nd is
cersistently. ca*llnb on t“uxuﬂuo"31 gned for immedi
“actiom, o ;
Regnactfully forwa iad
APFHIVED: '
B
Supsrvising Customs Agent
'~CC to SCA, Jacks onvlllu.
NJF e”

334605
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TREASURY DEPARTLENT.

H-8/11

Supervising Customs Agent, , .
‘P. Q. Box. 135, .
3 T Church Street Annex, : o

f%' , ~ New York, N. Y.

8ir:

1

to. your commualcatlon of
6, and prevlous correspondence

L . Reference is mad
,September 11, 19&1, your file™
" from this officeé in connection
at $7,767, destined for New Yo
which DAVID HALPERYN had execu
fied at Havana on August 19,
invoice as seller and Ronell
vYork, N. Y, as th@ purchase1

o You stated that IDN&Y KAUFER of" the flrm of
RDNLLL, ING. was ‘questioned rsgarding the purchase and stated .
that he never knew DAVID HALPERN and could not’ account for the
- reason- that hls name appeared cn ‘the 1nv01ce.u

i

- In compliance wmth your request, "both Joseph Wachsberg
and David Halpern were interviewed today at. thls office with
respect to the above transaction., Wachsberg, “through his son,
: : Harry %achsberg who, acted as terpreter *stated that while he
_ _ : . was in NHew York he withdrew from bond dlamonds to the value of
' ’ 510 OOO., which he sold to Ronell, Inc. : :

After ﬁachsberg arT 1valnat1Havana 10" awalt an
1mmigrant visa, he recsived ,“OO ‘to’ purchase diamonds of certain
specifications. Acting as . agent’ for Ronell he purchased 57.42
‘carats of diamonds, as set forth on cc suiar 1nv01ce Ho. 10157,
from David Halpern and D&ld 7 .

the amount of 1 o*1t

1

N
i
i
;
H

1
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Harry fachsberg s ated that\he want to the Amerlcan
consular office at Havana with, mav1d Halnern and had Halpern sign
the invoice as seller, belxevzng that nromev“ “He stated that
Viece Consul Green handea him the o-iﬁlnal with,.a copy on which .
the names Ronell, Inc, and David Halpern'had already.been crossed
out. In questlon:.nb Vice Consul ‘ash1ngton,.1n=charge of the
‘invoice section, he stated that’prlor +to;August. 25, 1941, when
instructions contained in BCL: 2226 were: patxlnto effect 1t had
been the practice to attach statlstlcal copy to the. original

invoice, marking out on the co 'ﬁhe names. o: the seller and .
purchaser. ' '

Joseph Wacasberg further stated that he was certain
that these stones wers of Belgian origin.. Alsc that the items
of 17,48 and 12,14 carats full cut diamonds, had been taken out’
of jewelry, were old style cuttlngs of twentv years ago and some
were broken.

David Halnern when 1nterrogutea, conf:rmed the
statementa made by Joseph and’ Harry Wachsberg as to price of
%7 767 66 paid and as to executlng consular.invoice 10157.

: Consular docwnentscsnow Halme“n to have been en-
gaged in the diamond business 1n‘Llsbon for over- fifteen years.
He stated that his last trlp to France and Belvium was in 1938.

Respectfully,

CHARLIS 5. BROWY,
Tredsury. Representative,

Respectfully forwarded,
Lpproved:

Edward A. Gleason,
Supervising Customs Agent.

334607




%&Immmmfz

MM

7e. 80 many dlf"
I know, PO
ought the goods

34608




IS ot o

. BY.M NAPA Date '(’Z-

!

The U. 8. Tressury Representative

Havana, Cube.

wag aestined for kew York on th v
DAVID HALPERN had executed a co

After entry of th
made by KR, SIDNEY KAUFER of the:
48th Street, liew York, N. Y.,‘h
'(ver knew DAVID EALPERN
8:name appeared on

one JOSEPE WACESBERG, who is &t thie- present tlme re31d1ng at
Velle 4-32 R.T.O., hlramar, Havana, Cuba; that Fr. wachsherg
was formerly a diamond merchant and cutter im; Antwerp, Belgiunm,
and came to this country on a visitor's V1sa,wthat he is now in
Cuba awaiting an immigrant visa and while there communicated
with KAUF‘R, advising he was in a position t¢’ buy dlamonds from
refugees in Havana if KAUFER a681red hlm to o so.{'

diemonds that WACHSBERG was in a posztlon to bUJ, he formaraed
WACHSBERG $8,000 in payment of - the shlpment ‘covered by Havana
1nv01ce 10157, dated August lO; 1941. KAUF&R further steted that

”rother-ln-law of WAGHSBEHG.
Velct deposited 1t Wltl the pur" g “‘.S YUNGSHOIE Upon

arrival of the shlp at New Xor

used for entry purposes.

, Kaufer stated that he does ngifknpw who scratched
the names out on the copy as it was in this - condition when he

received it. He explained that in making entiy;'he believed the

invoice was in in order as it WaS*bﬂs onlnlon that the nerchandlse

334609
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A I

-As you will rocal our orlg*nal 1nformat10n con-
cernlng Halpern was to the effec that he. was believed to have a
large quantity of diamonds which:&Te the -property of: the Germen
Govermment, 1In this connection ney be-stated that with
‘reference to the diamonds under con31de atlon, the examiner re-

ports that he believes themin be of Belglan ergln.~

Please also ascertaln if Halpern 1eft tbe oc-
cupied territory of Belgiwm pr;pr{to the_lnva51on of the German .

BArmy .,

Wi J: FINCK;
“Customs Agent

Respectfully forwarded,
APPROVED:

Superv151ng Custons mgent
cc - SCA Jacksonville, rla.“

WIF:JB
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What is your. business add:mss? * ) k ‘
Ianpmaimtdnmll,m mwaatwthswz,‘
m !Qrk, NII.

Q. Mr, Eaafer, you romﬂ:y entered & shiy pménit ‘of dimnda
oovered by entry 710803 end tho;mromuse 18 oovered
bty Hevana, Cubs, counsular iuvom 2»1015'7 dated Auguot
19, 1941, indicating that tha 4 pment: m e

As Nr, Joseph Wachsberg, msm at msant :ln Ham,
Cuba, expected to enter the- Unitod Statea ‘on & quotn

d&mmdaﬁmothermt‘u@u Icm&nﬁddﬁh&n
bylﬁ&ornndiastmohdhimtcmkomchaaes for me.

an.&ugmt 1941,Ireoeiwdaoahlefmh1mae
fallowss £8,000 QUICKLY " MBIGABIE JACHS
I&enmttowbank -the Namf
at 68) Bighth Aveme, andinsmtedth?m
$8,000 to Mr, Waahaberg 'at Havena, Ouba, ' The bank
informed me thet it was psrmiaaible to fmarﬂ this

wfim.
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Qo What heppened then Mre

A,

Qs
Ao

A,

, Q‘
A,

A

Ho, Immmthimandldm'tm

Mr, Wachsberg has a- brotherwdnelaw nasisd.Veldt.who is

‘bandmester an the 6, 8. KUNGSHOLM mak'l.ng .cruises between

the Weet Indies and New York. . Wachsberg -gave Veldt the
merchandise end the original amd e oopy of the consuler
involce 4n Havapa, Mr, Veldt took 1t on board the.
madmdpntitinmomofthemw‘ D

On arrival in New York tho»:"":'v dise’ was: tumeﬁ over
to customs and Mr. Voldt delivered to my office the

_MQ@ieaoftheoonwlarimice-moortﬁhda&d
‘one not,

mmmmmammmmmm? .
Juatthathemldlikato%emmrmwegoodaishem
and we should see how setisfactory the goode are end if
wo £ind it samractwy to Jet-hin know: that. he ahmld

:amtmymnmam;mz R R
I wired hin to yefrain from saking any" vkerpurcbaaes
fwwmtutmmmmegnhritiasoftm
mrchamusa in customs. ; ;

noyou!moutheb. Balpernwbo e shmmasthe aellernf
the merchandise? :
abwt him,

wthing
Thiaisthofirsttime!haardthemwhenm
Hathanson ocalled for me,

Ontheemanlarimoieauaedrwm”trythnm
D.Balpmiamtsmtchedmtmﬁonthaeopythat
you now hold the name Balpern is soxatched out,
mtummitméeumﬁtom. Whodidit’.(
dontt know. ' -

Imitthonthatmdml knew Halpern?

Fo, I never heard of him, Thomnmeniaalso
seratched out on this copy ‘that I still have. I asked
Voldthwtwmwhenhaéenvemdthepaparato
thommmdhoaaidﬂlmpapemmeaaale&md
Imdthmmranditmnotemtchedmthw
preaence. - e

rmummmormmchmofm'mmme?
That i3 oorrect.

i

334612
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ane you paid Wachsberg rcrithe”pm'chaae'.

Ie‘a. -

krd you don't know Halpern’a} B

Ko, Ry .
Qe wm you gt back te ymnfﬁeemtea 1&‘5’0@:\ to

Wachsberg and tell him t¢ give you a full explana-

ti.an of how the merchandise was purchased and why :

D, Halporn is shown on the écnmwrmmieeasths

seller instesd of his nems, . st '
A+ Iwill &0 that, DR L :
Q. I suggest then that after you

that you tring it to Mim Hathanaena.

guidance. : G LR
A‘ I‘B, mo i o
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Supervising Oustoms Agent -
P.G.Bm 135. . i
Church Strest Annex
Few Yaxrk, F.Y,

8ir:

menoe 13 made to m fark Lnobont ﬁotieo
Bo.lm dated August 29, 1941, and correspondence . frem
this office to you regarding onme DAVID HALPERN now. in
Habana, npwtadtohaatwmpﬁ,ngtomswmm
into tho United.States. As:Tepcrted in your Noetice Noo
- 1986, Helpern shipped vis the S/8 mmsHOLMonAngust 23,
19&1 diamonds valved at $7767..

" Zomemuch as the name DAVID. mmappema
en Confidential Farcotic List.No..193: (a). the subjsct

tomn in which Michel Halpern tﬁ.ﬁbﬁd*k» confmenm
List Nool92 wes born, mﬁdmpmms called into this
office on September 4, 1941 for questioening, in en effart
to ascertain whether ermt&ﬁehelﬂalpemmnﬁmdin
Confidential List No, 193 was. hie futher.

mﬂdﬂalpomhereinnam}marsamam~
ing resemblance to Michel Halpern, however he stated that
his fatder's name wao Isreel, and that be and hls parents
left Balechow when be was about four years old. David
Halpern has pspers in his possession which:ghow that he has
been in buainess at Lisbon, m@l aime 1917, and tboso
documente have not been da

Inpsmach as Balpam haa relatiws.‘_in oompied

- countrles it does not appear probable .that the Stete Deperte
ment in Washington will approve his application for visa.
Shmldwmpumbemdehmrmdamamntad, your
otfieewﬂlhaadﬁsodaatodntemdmuansofme
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It does not appaar from Confidantial List No.193(a)
that Abrgham David Halpern, son of Michel Halpern, was errested
at Warsaw on December 11, 1933, however, this office is directing
an inquiry to the Buresu of Narcoties: at Weshington, in en
effort to ascertain if his fingerprints are on file for comparison
with thoas of the subject now. under inwestigation.

Wheri Halpern ms qxiestioned ‘he sdmitted to the under-
signed that he had in his possession here in Habana between
$4,000 and §5,000 worth of dismonde and that 'his wife possessed
approximately $5,000 in personal jemlry‘ S

.Charles E. Brown R
‘ -Treasury Repreeentati?e

Respectfully forwarded,
Approved:

Eawerd A. Gleason
Supervising Customs Agent-

ces CAC Mismi
CAC Tampa
CC Tampa

334615
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The Supervising Customs Agent, .
P. 0. Bﬂx 135’ '
Churoh Strest Annex,
New York, No Y.

Dalivory will be suspended on,__~_e_ntry No. 710803 cmring an
- tion of eut diemonds for Ronnell,:Ine., of 48 West 48th Street, New Iork,
N. Y., Qenﬁing permission to release,by your office.

This action isﬁpremyupm mn' 1:‘ ter to this office dated :
sprising.this: office. of a shipment of

August: 25, 1941 (refer to 4-96),: apprii
diemonds which conférms with ‘hhie instant mmt:lon, h'., 57642 cts,

for $‘7767. from Halpern. -

3 , - Homever, since it now dmlops that the ac’mal séller is in faot
- "~ Joseph Wechsberg and not Helpern (the initisl saurce of acquisition),
' ’ the consuler invoice is incorrect; hence it is adviaable to ascertain

: additional data prior to release. -

T ST

e o e
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The Surveyer of Gustoms‘

Hew York, New York

Sirs
" There is transmitted herewith copy of a letter
from the office of the Superv1szng Customs Agent dauea August
25, 1941, file #4-96, with reference to certain dlamonds al=
leged to be the property of the German Gowernnent and in the
- custody of one David Halpern, in Havana, Cuba..: Part of these
diamonds has arrived on the SS KUNGSHOLA on.august 23, 1941 in
the custody of a member of the crew, i.e. the: dlamonds ‘valued at
$7767 referred to in the agent's report. ’

yw@w.}“

It appears ‘that Halpern hlmseli 1ntends to come
to the United States. It may be that he’ w1ll have the balance
of the dismonds in-his baggage. ' In’ case ‘he” does arrlve and has
diamonds in his custody, you.are requested to send: the diamonds

to the Appralser's Stores for examlnatlon andﬁto notlfy this

SR T

Offlceo
' ‘Respectfully,
. .wi T G, W, OVKEEFE
i . Assistant Collector
: . "n .
Enclosurel/

cc Supervising Customs Agent
File #4-96

:
e

§

;

{

|
»
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Federal Reserve Bank

New York, New York

Attention: Mr, Cowan.

Sirss

There is transm1tted,herew1th for your 1nformatlon
copy of a letter, dated August 25, 1941, addressed to. this office
: by the Supervising Customs Agent with reference to'a pro-

A ' posed importation of diamonds from Cuba, alleged to be the
o property of the German Government by'emeIkvmld Halnern.

; Entry has now been filed by Ronell, Inc. for 57.42
3 - carats of polished dismonds valued ‘at $7767, which arrived on
' the S8 KUNGSHOLM on August 23, 1941 from Havgha-in- the custody of
a member of the crew. These are paft of the diamonds referred to
X o  in the agent's report. The entry is in the rame’ of Ronell, Inc.

: : and was filed on August 26, 1941 under entry No.. 710803.

SR

SRR
2

v B

The diamonds are belng held pendlng 1ssuance of a
Federal Reserve Bank 1icense. ;

*

S o S T G OYKERFE
' Assistgnt~0011ector

Enclosure 1/

cc Supervising Customs Agent
File #4=96

e it s st
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The Collector of>Custom§;

New York, N. Y.

Attention of MR, J, 'F. CONCAGH -

: On June 7, 194l,: t Britl; Consul at, New York
‘received a cable from the Brltlsthovernment_ln London 4o the
" effect that one DAVID HALPERN, a»passenger aboard .the - S.s.
CIUDAD DE SAVILLA, was in p0853551onAof a quantlty of-diamonds
which were concealed_ in the sides: f;his sultcase and. that the
dlamonds are the property of the” German Government.‘

Upon 1nvest1gatlon 1t was learned that HALPERN |,
disembarked at Havana and’ 1s destlned for thqun‘ted States.

The Treasury Representat;ve at Havana has advised
thet HALPERN has made appllcation to.the Unltea States Consul
General at Havana for a visa to enter the Unlte& States and gave
as hls future address'

Care of PAUL HERSTEIN, Ll
760 West End AVenue, o
New York, .Y.,

further that upon Halpern's arrivalvgt HAV A,’ne deposited
diamonds and jewelry valued at $14;845 Wlth.the Cuban. Immigration
: authorities. &t this time HALPERNMadv1sed the &merican Consul

L that it was his intention to establlsh an export-zmport business -
between the United States and Portugal and that he was the owner
of a wholesale jewelry bnsiness in Llsbon. “'f5¢h:.

i ' ' Subsequently the Treasury Representatxve at Hevana
; ‘ ,reportu that he had received information from varlous diamond

. . merchants now in Havana fhat Halpern had on severalsjoccasions been
* . to Ahtwerp and purchased diemonds from the firm of ‘KANNEN.
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On July 12, 194.1, HALPLRF ‘paid duty in Havana, in

. the amount of 3720 for the gewelry‘whlch had. been deposited with
. the Cuban authorities. On Avugust 20, “the Trcasury Representative

advised that HALPERN appeared at the -American Consulate and
executed a consular invoice covering-57.4R carats of diamonds
valued at $7767 for shipment on the $.S. KUNGSHOLM, leaving
Havana on August 21, 1941, and that this shipment is consigned to
RONELL, INC,, 48 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y.

: The above is transmltted for, your 1nformatlon and
such action as you deem apyroprlate._

iy Respectfully,

. J. FINCK,
'Cusppmgiggent.'a‘

Ao

Respectfully forwarded, '
APPROVED: -

WIF: MJIB

34620
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Habana, Cuba *

Su*erv131ng Customs Agent e
P. 0. Box 135, :
Church Street, Annex,
Kew York, HN. Y.

connect:\.on with the actlvn.tles of DAVID }ALPEPN “«rho arrlvea
Hebene. on the S/8 CIUDAD DE SEVILLA Hey 30, 1941.

Please be advised that Ion August 19,71941 this -
individual sppeared at the Americen Consulate end executed con-.

: sular invoice cowering 57.42 carats:of diamonds, valued at $7,767 .
v for shipment on the S/S KUNGSHOLM leaving Habena last.night,

" consigned to Ronell, Inc., 48 W. A&th otree'b, New York vity.

Since visa has not yet‘been arantea HALPERN it
probable that these diamonds wers - turne& over to a representatlve ' .
" Ronell, Inc., ~ S

(=S
(5]

o]

;- Respectfully,

e

Dwer,

o Respectfully forw a;ded,
' approv»d'

[ 1 Edvard 4. Gleason
‘ Sunerv,:..a:.ng Customs Agent

334621
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Superv151ng Custons Agent,
P. O. Box 4699, - - o
Jacksonv1lle, Florida. . e

Sir:

?eference is madeA o‘prev1ou corresuondence in
connection with the activities of DAVID dALPLRN, who: arrived
Iabana on, the o/S CIUDAD DE SEVILLA 1 May 30 1941,

R 3 The'Cuban Customs advise that“on Satufdav July
12, 1941, Halpern paid $720 in duty for jewelry which had been

deposiﬁed in bond. This was the_.personal gewelry of nimself and

wife, and there is still deposited’ small amount.of ‘diamonds
which the Customs adv1se are not ery. V¢luable. ) ‘ 0

SCA New York
CAC Miami
C4C Tampa
CC Tampa,

(]
[}
e




- jewelry, or that he vroceeds to th

]

TREASUR

DnLted State

dabana,

Supervising Customs igent,
P, 0. Box 4699, g

Jac,sonv1lle, loriaa. S B } ot R , -

Birs

On- July 1, 1941 Cusuoms Broxb~xklbertof0arbonell
y del Valle of Cuba 46, Room 717, Habana, applied to the Col~
lector of Customs in the name of' DAVID HALYZE b0 obts;n release
of a portion of the $12,000 worth- 'of gewelry deposited by Haloern
with tne Cuban Customs upon his arrlval in ﬁabana.,‘

In thls ap 1lcation Carbonell 3tateé that Halpern =
would psy duty for part of his personal . Jewelry, now, in: custody
of Customs and that the rest would be senl to the United States.
I have been informed by officials of the Cuban Customs that this
request will not be granted unless‘FalDern\ by on all the
9: IUnited}St’ s Wwlth the jeéwelry
or sends the Jewelry to the United States 1ntact as cargo.

‘The Cuban Customs’ad »’e uhey are makinb 1mvest'-

complete the- sale.
progress of this case.

Salvador, Pena ..
: o . Bpecial Employee
i C ... Acting in-Charge .
ces  SCA Hew York S, i i
CAC Miami
CAC Tampa
CC Tampa
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Supervzslng Customs Agent,
P‘ O BOX. 4699’ . !
.Jacksonvllle, Florida.

Sirs - . . ' B

Reference is ﬂadextowprev1oué}éorrespondence in
connecti@n with the activities.of DAVID HALPFRN, who.arrived
Habena ‘on the S/S . CIUDAD DE bL’\TILLA May ;o 1941 :

Mr. Meurice Rosen'a cared at’ thls office today
and.stated that he had inquired of: vajlous alamond ‘merchants now
in Habana end had I€arned that Mr.*Halpern was formerly in
business in Lisben, and had on Se¥eral occasions been to intwerp
and purchased diamonds' from thé‘firm of JANNEN;.-that he was
considered an A-1 diamond mercaant ‘and was thought highly of
by those with whom he talked. Iir. Rosen advised that he approached
Halpern asking if he had diamonds to sell,. stating that his firm
in New York was 1nteresteﬁ, and Halpern advised . he’ had none except
those denos1tea with the Cuban autnoritles. :

Respectfully,.,

L=

Salvador Pena

% | ‘ bpeclal umployee
ce: SCA New York
: - CAC Hiami A
CAC Tampa A .
: . CC Tampa N !

334624
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United St&ueu Cusuo

Supervising Customs Agent, g A
P, 0. Box 4699, ; ST
Jacksanv1llp, Florlda. S

Sirs

Reference is made‘téﬂﬁrevioué Ebfféépondéncp in
connection with the activities of DAVID HALPERK, . who arrived
Habana on the S/S CIUDAD DE S“\TILLA' ay 30, 1941 t

: halpern and his famlly are SGlll at’ the Hotel
Trocha in Vedado and-to date have received no. mail or telegrams,
however he advised the clerk at the:hotel tnat he ‘was ‘waiting on
a cable from Llsbon, Portuoal in replv to one. Whlch he sent some
time ago. 4n effort is being made to secure copy of tne cable
he sent and arrangements have been ;ae to~1ntercept tne one from
- Lisbon if and when received. S

\liéézéé(étfvlly? -

'“thi‘7 ' “‘ASalvador ‘Pena

cc: SCA New York
© CAC iiami
CAC Tampa
- CC" Tampa
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Supervising Customs Agent,
Y. 0, Box 4:)99,- ‘
Jacksonv1lle, Florida.

Sir:

in comiection with the activities of DAVID: IALPER&, who
arrived Habana on_ the 5/9 CIUDAD DE SEVILLA. May 30,..1941.
‘Surveillance is belna contlnuea but so far
no contacts bave been made by. Halpern Since the departure
of Edgar Gutmenn. No. mail or telagrams have,beenvreceived
by Halpern to date. S Sl :

entry of nalpern. It has been learned tqat tnis‘inai ridual.
ouerates a Beauty Parlor on. Egidoﬁstreeu and uas been a

ce: S04 Hew York
CAC Wiami | .
CAC Tampa . = = i .
CC (Tampa I O

334626
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uuperv151nc Customs &gent,
P. 0. Box 4699,
Jacksonville, Florida.

Sir:

June 16 1941 in connection wnth éhe activ1ties of DAVID
rmmm, who arrived Habana om: ﬁhe_KS/S GIUDAD DE SEV.LLLA
May 30, 1941. ‘ ‘ﬁ : N

. The. Gonsulate General advises - they they are
today refusmng visa appllcatlon ‘of DAVID-HALPERN. His
‘Jewelry is still in possession of “the Cuban-Customs and -
according t6 Cuban laws will not be reledsed until Halpern
leaves the country. Therefore it cannot be passed to
some other person-to take into the United States, unless he
makes a special apnllcatlon whlch has to be, passed upon by
the Collector of Customs in Whlch case we Wlll be notified
in advance of dellvery.

T4 .
<

Gutmann and his i‘amily left’ on the s/s MONTEREY
al Noon today. - No person accompanlea them to the Wharf. ’

Salvador Pena .
A Spe01al Empleyee
Actlnw -in Charge

cet  SCA New York
CAC Miemi
CAC Tampa : ‘ o T
CC. Tampa : L
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'Supervising Custons Agent
P. 0. Box 4699 Sl
Jacksonville, Florida

Sir:

Teference iv’mééépto-yoﬁrﬂlettér of June 16,
1941 in connection with the.& o5 of "DAVID HNALTERN,
who arrived Habana on me Q/v czwﬂa DE ';.MV,‘.LJ.:& liay ,;o, 191,

Halpern for your files.if

: Halpern is bging”ke“t under constant surveillance
and so far his only contact is Hdgar Gutmann., Ho telephone

calls, telegrams or letiters havs * aen rvce¢ved by eitihier Halpern

or Gutmann, S

Investig tlon *s_belnv can ucted to ascertain
what connection 1saac’ Kaltum has with- Halpwrn, and report
will be renderoc later. < :

cc: SCA Mew York
CAC Miami
CAC Tampa
CC Tampa
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Supervising Customs Agent,
F. 0. Box 4699
Jacksonville, Florida.

Sirs

- Purtier reference is nade io.pour letter of
Juns 16, 1641 in connection Witk the activities of . DAVID
HALFPERN, who arrived Habana on the $/$”S¢yu§Dvb3563VILLA
lay 30, 1941; L '

‘ Investigation develovs that” GDGAR GUIMANDN
and family have reserved stateroous 1273nd" 55 on the S/S
HOETEIEY leaving Habans on baturady June 21, 1941. Close

surveillance 1s bedng kept om, nalpurn unu nis only assc-
ciate to dats is Gutmann. S0

thhuan‘an,

Cuban 01t1¢an, who nandled ﬂ ‘imﬁuban uuLPOTlDlGS Ior

Confidential arra nsﬂments uave buen effected
to intercert telephone calls, telsgranms and mail dirscted

to HALFZRN. So far no meil or teleﬂravs h&VL been
received by HALFELRN PhotOwra}hs u1llabe forwaraed
. touorrow.

Salvadorcﬁena
1Spe01“l umnloyee

cc: SCia siew York
© CAC kiami
CAC Tampa
CC Tampa

5=542
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supervising Customs Agents;
P. C. Box 4699 S
Jacksonville, Florida.

Sirs

" Reference is aae to your lputér of June 16,
1941 in connection with the” aCu‘n1L¢es of DAVID HALFERN,
wio arrived nahana on tn.;af,' ‘ILLA ¥ay 30,

S

' Upon his arrival ¢n uaoana haluern declared
$3,000 in caslh’ and deposited §2,50C in. American roney as
a bond '1th the Cuban authorities, dlse return portion of
ticket to Lisbon. He was tanen.to Cuben Immigration Caup
at Tiscornia where e Was‘cl arad- on une’ 2, -1941. Fhote~
grephs and fingeryrints efe taken b}uﬂuban Immigration
but no request has besn mad for sax in view of your
instructions, L

S On his release from Tiscornia, ﬁalpern with
nis wife and three caubLterﬁ mOVed 4o the Hotel Trocha
in Vedada where they occ I'00mS 66 and 67. - This is
one of ths older hotels in naouna, “third rate, and is
patronized mostly Ly JG‘Lob refug ees enroutn to the United
States.

So fér thhuéﬁ‘j"coutact “OL?d Dj “the uAOerulgncd
hgs been one ZDGAR CGUTMANE, who arrived in Hebana on June 11,
1941 with Lis wife Irene Gutmenn and two daugiters Ellen and
Edith and occufi s room 51 at the Hotel Trocha. Guimann and
Halﬁﬂrn sesm to +rlopds. T%Qv_"ﬂt &t ihe same table and.
have been seen valkln" togethsr., The files of
the Consulate Ge date that. uutnann'”"nassagﬂ was
paid by his tro aa -¢r-la;'nalu,r Julivs Seeman, 6487 Park
Avenue, Indienapolis, ng- thet he ¢nte ids te join his cousin
dW*O Goetz, ©35 Fark AvanU¢, Hew York,‘V Gutmann arrived -
Fabana on the 8/5 ORIENTE June 10, 1941, . L TR

"
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Gutmann adv1s=a”tue clgr&“ét"ﬂotel"Trocha that
he would only be in Babana untzl about June 20, " Every effort
‘is being made to secure d“ta and. reang of=deuarture and all

SEVh.

_concerned will be notified by wire.

i

The application for entry 1nto thd of David
Halpern was made on lay 5, 1941 by one ISAAO AﬁLlUm, Lithuvanian,
Cuban citizen of 531 Egido Street, Habana, who advised Cuban
mrigration authoritiss that -Halpern wiched. to. énter Cuba as a
‘tourist snroute to the Unltad Staves: after securltv visae.

ictographc hava'buen smbur ‘ oi nalmevn and his
wife and as soon as suf11c1eﬁt copies Lave ‘been made will be
forwarded to all 1ntslest¢d ofilces. )

.oalvador.-Pena
Special:fmployes..

Acting in Charge

cc: SCA New York s .
CAC Miami v T
CaC Tampa
CC Tampa

P e, e
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Supervising Customs agent
PQ O. DOX 1,3'5; . . -
Church &treet annex, BT
‘kew York, . Y. :

ir:

[ €8]

Reference is adb to ]OUI c
June 10, 1941, 11V 4-06 and to lettb
fevrasentative
Wltﬂ arrival of one DXV¢H i "ﬁ at'
CIUDAD D& SuWllda, ¥ay 20, 5;,1\9_4«1.

v Pleass bz zdvised that David lizlpern mccon~ ' ,
panizd by his wife fstier Bérnstein’anc three dauzhters

Sonia, Anna and iiriam ar ;ed Labénd-on the 5/% LTUDxD

D SLVILLA Way 30, 1941 znd on. Jun=‘9, G4 mede apilicaticn
at the United States Consulate General),’ Hubanz, for visa

to enter the United States., ¢, Halpernigavz’as lids Habana
address the Hotzl Trocha,, ﬁeddao, and - stat:d his Hew York
address would be c/o raul Herstsin, 760:7est £nd ivenue,

New York City.  Information on fils ~‘.ncL.Lcawc.';::z:wt he .
devosited dizuonds and gaw,; 3 valued a 4,04; 04 with

the Cuban Imcipgration @u norities. Lal. ern advised tae

Consulate thut it was Ll 1ntont*on to astab”iuu an export-

import buginess hatwsan the.Uhited Statss und Po ortugal, and

that he was tiie owner of a‘ﬁﬁélesale Jevelry business in

Lisbon. S Lo oL

This indi vidual 7111 be Aen und°¥ survaillance
and ranorts forwardad from. dwe to ting of his act“VltlE

Salvador Pena
Special Imployee
Aeting in Charge

Aespectfully forwarded
i yl,I'OV ’d -

Zdward 4. Glsason S C o
Supezrvising Customs aAgsnt

ce: CAC niiami

.

~.a“4 q

334631
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reference is uade to a lotter from. New
York dlracted to ddvana und“r dat> Ol Junp.lO, 1941,

Halparn had w1th nim : A
wrdch wers concealed in,tﬁv ,depAofﬁa‘su;tqase, and
thet the diamonds wera yhevproperty of the German
Governnant. '

It is rﬂauestﬁd that vou cwecP the lists
of arrival und ascertain 1m_¢d1atal from inmigration
where Halp rn is residing and keep him under. surveil-
lance asg far as 7oss¢ble wnlle he 13*1n Havana.‘

It is impsrative that tuv.pHTUOSb of this
surveillance is net divalged to any Cuban authorities.

Advise Hew York from time;to,time as to any
contacts that lalvern may have with Cubans or Americans

at Havana. Also, advise them by wire date of departure

and means of transnortaﬁiéh.

If you find t at Falber ds not arr1Vpa as
yel in Havana, chieck futire 1ncon¢n”'veus els to ascer-
tain if he is a passenger” and advisé-the supervising
customs agent at hiew York.

' RV ,,i B aspectfully,

- GHARLES BROWN,
CC: Jacksonville, - Treasury Representative
Tampa, Miami ' B

CH:CHH

334632
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of diamonds bv DAVID L“LP%'x

‘as will bes notzd, there iz a stron klnaécatﬂon
that EALYEEN may have disembarked at ! avana, Cuba, It is
suggested thet the av 1va1v*q¢ vassengers Us dhecked at
vour port from the datsz of the ar: 1v4¢,of the  CIUD&AD DR

VlLLA at ilavana, bhbd, o’ aate. Assuning he did dis-
embarh at Havana, thers: 1°'a<“os sibility he has enterad

the United Stavss at your sort since that time

Kespectfully forwardsd,.

AUPROVED:
‘Supervising Customs agent.

Inclosure: cc letter to TR Havana -~ © . .
6/10 o e

cc - 5CA Jacksonville, Fla.

WariLJB ) o
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o
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The Survsyor of Cusuvon

New York, W, ¥,

-

[ o

irs

This "vifice otlef i :
rzliable source to the effBct. that ons DAVID HALPERN
will arrive in the United Ltétss inthe near future with
a large cquantity of m*qundsWCOnceQT ed in.the. gides of a
suitcase. It is furthersslleged that- these dizmonds
arz the proverty ol the ,Gerﬂan uovcrnzent

it is rsspectoull" rAcvssted that tu% neme of
DAVID HALPZEN be vlaced on the Informatich List and
should he arrivs at thils poft that his' person be
searcined; his baggage sant- 4o the apiralssr's stores for
a tiorough examination;j and Customs 3gent “incx of this
office advised. S

ey
Nesy

cc - Asst. Collecvor Ge Y. 0'Keefe

GIF IR s Sy
ViYL el R T

334634
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CUHIIDENTTIAL

The U. Se

Havana, Cuba.

Cn June 7, 1941, the. Brltlsn Consul at Hew York
received a cable from ths Br&t1sh Government in London
to the effect that one DAVLD‘uuLf&ﬁJ Wwas a passenger
aboard the S.8. CIUDAD D8 eILA andfwa in possession
of a large quantity of dlu &'concealed in
the sides of™a suitcass anc amonds are th
propersy of the German uovvrnuent. ’

after bdb arrival of t&u
wort on June 3, 1940.

The "‘a,sseng;m llst did not 1e vaal tﬁat HALFERN was
a passengsr wian the vasssl arr¢ved at. New York. ZEfforts
heve besn rade to obtain the ﬁass*n;er list containing
the names of the passengars Who diserbarked from the
-vessel at Havana p"ior to iis arrﬁvgl at mau York, without
Success. ‘ : :

The information received furuLer al¢a5zb tiat
HRLPXRN is destined for ihe United uuatas, and it is
ossible that he disembarked at HRavana, It is request-

P

ea that 3 you abcert"-n n“et r t..is. is. 180y, and advise
tihis o ‘>;esu;ts of your

: inquiry.

; iarded to the
_custous agent in charge at iiami for his ihfo mation and
Halvern's name is baing yiade on th3 Surviyor's informa-

s

tion list at tids port.in ‘order %haﬁ,aﬁ.rogzl ate action

3534635
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By AU kapa Date €12

nay e teoien wWhen ALl

] 41 PERN does arrive'in‘the*
United States. A A ST

'

'{-Véﬁespgctfully3

. N .
Cw s

ié._J;‘FENCK,'
- Customs_agent.

Respectfully roywarded, v v -
ATPEOVED: cAE
SupErv sing Customs Agery “ '

!

ec - CA in Chiae . lend, Florida, o o
‘ m/c/l. ' -7 o
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0 &UPERVIDIFu CUSTONS AGENT

New Ydrk, New_York

19 40

L—\

NilUKE OF ’ASE;‘ Possible smumgllng ozaaiamonas.

ont J. Finck.
( ‘

(name)

PERZONS INVOLVED: David Halpern

ADDRESS: Unknown -

REMARKS: ( ‘

aboard the $/S CIUDAD

‘ ; possession ol"d quantity
oi dis monds concealed ¢n Bn;‘sxdes of & suitcaoo.i‘”t is

alleged that these diamonds are the proFVrty of the eaemy

of Great Britain. It is further a7¢ebed t;at Halpern is

destined for Lne United utates._ -

(NO1E:)  ThHe S/ CIUDAD DE ”EVILLA arrlved at this
-+ port on June 3, loql A cnnck 01 uno pas-
‘<°eﬁ@ar list doess nod i

... was a paSssenger an dlsembarkmd at New York.
. It is possi ole tu tmhe diseubarmud -at Havana,
’ Luba, where tﬁb shln arr;v d on Hay 31, 1941,

Tha ship is opera’ed bj:GABc¢A'DLAz, W ¢té-
11 42360, .

il 5;ectfull rwarded to We J4
tihs Bureau in accordqnce ‘ Lal L S gustons Agsnt.
with T, D. 42579 ' Coetie Y e ‘

(signed) E.J. Lazwis
Supzrvising Custoums Agent.

WIFsJTH
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HAVANA, OUBA, REFERRED 10 IN INVESTIGATIVE SECTIOR REPORT -

RONNELL, INC.
FEV YORK, NEW YORK
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fFORESIi:’\I FONDS 0O

FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL,

Erwin G, May, anﬁ.ire,

Foreign Funds Control,
1610 Park Road, N. W,
ashington, D C.

sn* :.:“4 .
and masommx, ozv mxmmn mmns CONTROL,

<

or withholding of lieenses. g ‘
N 2‘73298 raqueating permiss on .tc

Io:'k, N. Y. to the me ma COn'brol, &m’ D. 0.,

dated October 28, 1941, enclosing copy of-a, letter from the

P on Jamary 13; '941, T ascort med that the writer
o? the memorandum (CKS:JJ) = ‘charlesf,ml(. ;0eppler, and the

Licensing Section of the Foraign Proper‘by Gontrol Deparwent,
was not available I asked for hg(r.ﬁ ) ¢
: e beoause of :lllnees. "I then

;;' contacted Miss Johmson who stated:that she was quite sure the
memorandum of October 28, 19 d:ld not.leave New York until

cation,




R )

T s R S, L

V The next day qccmnpanied by Traasury Represantaﬁ.w
Clark, we vis:ltad lﬁr. ﬁease}"‘s’ office ’where his- assistant Mr. .

stated that the memoramma ‘ ‘qixe}stion wonld form pa.rt of the

application and be forwarded » '1 | :

showlng the dates when applicati

shows that applioation NI 2‘?3208"

“have, had this momnd\m béfére him‘ on’ Hovembéf 4y 1941, when he re-
quastad an mvestigation, uniess, it wae dela.yed enroute to him.

thﬁ da.y vmfmn ms Jahmm o
that; she was not sure when .

toeppler's file from
51941 was glven us,
'by"!h'. Stoepplar, reads

Pr
which & ‘copy of a memoramﬂ\m
This" memorandum, aa:ld to have
as follows:

e

o i o




<~ /z,

I e G R S

states he is eonvinced boug them 1n good

~eritres

.T“ 'y pern
also declared a larger 1otnof d:lamonds to ~the’ Guban
Authorities and that the lot bought by Gutwirth, "
totaling some Z,WOodddenarsfrmHalpemaxﬂ i.m-
ported into this country is possibly part}of ‘the -
second lot declared by Halpern. Finck sald-that
nothing further could or would be done at:; ithe: .
present time about Halpern'a case until he arrived

"Finck suggeated that reference be maﬁe to” )
htter to the Collector of Gustoma, at'l:.‘e’n on'

s to Puture inquiry abog‘l; t.ue"am
diamonds inpmd into this 1

s

’m “'919'

. It should be noted’ that while Mr.’ Stoeppler practically
recomended the denial of application NY 273208, in his memorandum
of October 28, 1941, he reversed himself in his memorandum of No-
vember 13, 1941, and stated (to=repeat one santenoe ‘of the above
quoted memoxandum)s
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NY 273203

When Customs Agent ‘W. Js E‘inek B8 shom Mr, Stoepplerr's
memo of November 13, 1941 (in which his name was mentioned several
times), he stated that it was true.that he had spoken to Stoeppler
by telephone (at the latter's. requeat) 'tmt ;nthe statements attribu-

of October 3, 1941.
our report NY 8~542 enclosed,

Iater, on January 14, 1942, Mr. _clark and I again
visited Mr. Stoeppler's desk this time finding him there, When
asked if his memo of October 28, 1941 accompanied application
NY 273208 to Washington, he replied that it had. When asked whether
he had written other memos on the same- application, he hesitated
then said that he had, We then asked to seeihis f£ile coples and
he stated that his stenographer had: his £11 Mr. Clark said,
Wpllright, we will go and see hexr", - ‘
like to be present when you talk to her®, ‘Clark replied
that he did not think it was nacessary, whareupon Mr, Stoeppler
stood up from his chair and repeated that he wanted to bs present
if we were going to see Miss Johﬂsoﬁ.mhh'. clark then said, "fle
wi]l postpone seeing her®, ’

We then left Mr. Stoeppler whose-'desk ia -on the 5th
floor, and proceeded by an indirect route to Miss Johnson's desk
on the 6th flcor. Nearing the- latt-er's desk we noted that Mr,

- Stoeppler was already there talking ‘with Miss- Johnson, ‘80 WB
passed on to another room, later we learned .from.Mlss Johnson
that Mr. Stoeppler had taken his’ file away with h:ln. ,

Ty — . "

1
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From the incidents: related abova‘ and m'. Stoeppler's
contrary recommendations to ’ﬂash;lngbon it would appear that a .
plan may have been agreed upon betwsen Stoéppler, (who with a
Mr. Towne sitting opposite him pess upon all dismond applica-
tions at New Yark) end Kats in Washington, to hold up applioca=
ticns pending receipt of a consideration from the applicants,
.In this connection Mr, Stoeppler'ag_‘leave ‘record shows that he
was away 111 from Jamary 2nd to; 10th,” 1942,andthathere-
ported for duty on Jamuary 12th’ hen he. was. examined by the
. Federal Reserve Bank medical depar"hnent and ‘found £it for duty.
N However, the next day, Jamusry 13th, 1942 (the day Sidney Goldblum
5 of Ronnell, Inc. was in Washington) Mr, Stoeppler was again ab-
%  sent from duty because of a headache., He reported for duty
again on the 14th of Jamuary. Ko Pullman reservations were
& found from New York to Washington, in the namé of any kr.
Stoeppler, during the period Jam:ary 1st to- 15th, 1942.

- \,\}\( Other than above mo attempt has been made to check

i \ Stoepplerts movements. It has been noted, however, that Mr,

C } Stoeppler usually lunches at the Federal Reserve Bank, with

SV Mr. Towne and occasionally with'Mr, Sherwood; Assistant Chief

o of the Licensing Seetion. Mr,.: ‘Shexwood seems: to be very friend-
ly h:riﬂz Mr, Stoeppler and roferrad to him 1n my presence a8

"Charlie®, R .

- Jalkg With Mr, Kaufer

During my first v:la to Ronnell, Ine. on Jamuary 13,

i 1942, Mr. Kanfer, its president, asked several times, "Isn't there
something that can be done about this", at the same time finger-

e ing a bracelet laying between us on a small table, When I left
he asked for my name, address and telephone mmber, which I gave
him, and said that his hmtharinlaw, Sidney Goldblum, would
get in touch with me upon his return from Washington. And just
as I was leaving Mr, Kaufer said, %I am sure that you will do
everything you can so that I do not lose on th:ls transaction®,

SidneyGoldblmdidnot get mtouohwithme and
on Jamary 16, 1942, at the offige of Ronnell, Inc. he showed
" me the oampany'a file on the application in qnsst:l.on, which he
had had with him in Washington at'the time of my first visit,
. and confirmed what Mr. Kau.t‘er had'alreaﬂy told ne,

' When I asked My, Goldblm who ‘was pmsent at the
conference in Washington, on Jammry 13th, .lagt, he replied,
_“Hr. Seibel and two other gentlemen whose namea I can't recall",

334643
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EI:WG. WIENDIECK,
Junior Investigator.
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