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on ﬁmgust 12 for Spam, whers T a#aited the deparme of thie ship, o E .
which, by returning contimuously, ended by 1aaving on September 30, -
,. and I aritived ‘:iin‘rt.he «evening sof thst X3thiof - this indnthy~which makes
_ ; Yo

ause of the infirmity of her mother, .

s in'a 'éonaentrati*an’f%@p. W
rs xfery mueh 'fréf&”’ & ba.d»

| there Xs.nd?wﬁo undargo”fd g1
baridrs of thé 'Twentiéth Cs;

& 'f
%’«’i s*w?ell as ths

@restofmyfamilyinEgypt are, thank(}od very well, and d¢ their

ery. W :
“beést - técontrivute 1o mhe*ﬁafﬂctory%f* EhE TR AA AL ong L My #brother
~ héreoodipiesi himsélf Wery ot 1yd€with%the‘*‘?ﬁ.lliedﬁ’e’cause‘“«f‘he\ is: SRR
‘very much esteemed by everybody ‘a8 well as by the American and Engllsh
embassfesyrand for ar Yong time he had be6H the - “Prestdent of the Central
‘Isreelite Committee of Uruguay and engages almost not at all in - '
busires@+in dpite: ‘oftsthe ‘fact?that his means. and his TIMeT ous’ family -

"“he has six boys and & daughter - do- not allow him Such a great. sacrifice. ‘

My errival here will certainly help him for-he'will¥be able to occupy
;himself almost entire]y wit.h patriotic works and ether works ai‘

‘our f£irm of textile impm'tations gtill follows- its routine, but I do A
" not know if I am going to contimue in that branch for my nephews.are -_ REE
rather grown up and almost all follow quite different careers. ’me :
e first will finish his studies of mechanical engineering mxt year

~a.nd alree.dy manut‘actures radioa while he - studies. I

The second is ’oemporarily in ‘t.he ofﬁ.ce wi'bh me, the third

a.lready has a-diploma as a phamacist-chemist, and already has a
laboratory in ‘collaboration with a friend; the ‘others are-still in PR
school, I wo‘b& to a very good friend of mine in New: York, M, Marcel

FERNANDEZ DIZ, k44, E’gs Street, to ask him to find a way for me .
.~ to have my pharmacia W come to-America so that he can: create

& practice which will permit him to ¢reat s future for himself, for - .. .°
‘besides. his intelligence ’ he is very energetic , honest e.nd serious.

nfortunately, Ixkad “1‘,@ ¢omelalone, . . - o
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: _ I have given him your address so-that you will become
acquainted for he is a delightful friend, and I know that knowing
- each other will give you pleasure. N

. And yoa, whst are. you doing‘? In what branch are you? If :
“you are -8till in the fur business with Mr. Meyer, tell me if I can’
' ’export unﬁnished skins to you, particularly nutria. :

- . In my ’aelegram I had asked you if ycm have received news

for me, for I gave my friends your address for the purpose of sending

“to me, care of you, all correspondence or ‘other things., I am. astonished

that you have received nothing for me until this day a.nd if ever”you T

receiva some'bhing in the mean‘bime, please tele:rraph me . * ' ' '
: : Probably, I shall one - day jump over to New York if I can

Obt.ain the visa. - In this case I shall notify you :Ln advance.-

Remember me to your fami]y, ami give me news of you.
Very a.ff‘ectionately, you'r s o _ - ‘
| N, ssnousxs:tg S e

o (%) T had asked you 1f you had received news from Mell bt you mey.
S receive news from othera also.
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MONTEVIDEO,.... 18 20 Mvembre

CALLE ZABALA 371

¥r. Leo HOPMARH
242 West 40%h Street
NEW YOREK.~

Mon Cher Hofmann,

C'est semlement hier soir qu aet arrivée ﬁ
du 16 en réponse 4 la mienne du 15.~ .
Je suis errivé ici le 13 su soir par le bateauv
pagnwl Cabe de Buena Esperanza.~ Il y a bien longtemps qu'en. ne s'e
\ émrit, et ‘avant mon départ d‘Eurepe je m'4tais informé de- ton adresse
' savals que tu étais ﬁé:}a parti depuis longtemps; tu as été f@rt pré ‘

du roman vécu depuis les événements.~ Cemme tu. la sevaia, 3 avais &u qui
ter 1'Italie en Mers 1939 par sulte des mesures racieles, et Je: m'&tai@ -

‘ingtalld & Paris, o j'avais en peu de tempe créé} une affaire assesz:
réssante dans mes articles, et toujoure dans l'expertation.- Melheursuse<

ment, lee &venements de 1940 de France m'ont surprie, car J'étais tr@@« @

de maesue.- Dés le ddbut de la guerre, ¢ est—éwaire & partir de. Septeabr@~
1939; J'avais pris une Villa & Dinarj environ 400 kil@ﬁét@@@ de’ ?aria,

les-filles, dont 1'une s'était engagée velentaire &ans la craix R@ug
peise od elle est restée juaqu“ﬁ la signature de 1'armiatiee.w
allemands ent eccupé Peris, j'ei imme&iatement quitt@ mes’a.

allemands qui m'ent mis dans un camp de. cencentrati¢n, ﬁ‘

11béré soixante quinge Jjours aprem,par suite d'une\malaﬂi :

ma liberatien, et malgré men étst, J'ai cherché de quitte:

en freude en zone dite libre, et aprés deux. tentativeag ;

ser la ligne de démarcatien.- J'si attendu lé ‘temps nécessair

le, jusqu'é que j'ai pu avoir men paasepert ot mon. viaa.~ A

France le 12 Aefit pour 1'Espagne, o j'ai ‘attendw 1é. 'départ du ba @
§ force de l& renveyer ¢ent1nuellement a fini ‘par par%ir 1e':30; 3

jours de voyage.- Jiai 44 malheureusement venir. seul, car ma: L omne e
‘me suivre 4 causs de 1° infirmité de sa ‘memsn; Ge ses enfants
de sa seeur, dont le mari a &té arreté depuia bientwt un.

‘ter mes suffrances endurées et 193 traiteme an
aux détenus.~ En un mot, c eat la mcrt 1ente,‘
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* leo Hofmann
. 242 W 30th St, R S - |
o New York City o ' o ~ ‘December 421, 1842,

E ' . reoaivod your letter of November 20 with great pleasure.

‘ You hmm oxperienoed very bad timss, nw doar Serouasi, and
there is only one thing that I do not understand; I know you to be
very intelligent and I oannot explain to myself how.you could have

- .stayed: suoh a .long time. in France. In any case, I am very glad to
‘ know you are in Montevideo now and I hope that meanwhile you. have
» o fregained your former health -and vigour.

. When we leftf%Switzerland 18 monthe ago, my parents-in—law
also had to take the ship "Cabo de Buena: Esperanza® for Buenos Alires i
and when we arrived in:Madrid, the same thing happened, the ship was = - o
delayed 45 days. Fortunately, my parents-inelaw also hed visas for o
the United States and I succeeded in obtaining a passagé for New York.' ' :
The situation in Spain was such that I could not bear the thought
- of knowing them to be in that ocountry.

~ Several days ago I had the . pleasure of lunohing with. your <
friend Fernandes Dias. He is a charming boy and I hope to see ‘him :
“eagain soon. ‘ : ' ' L
- Soon after my arrivel in this country, I entered the fur :g
busginess again and we began to buy mush merohendise. Unfortunatelyd. . :
Because .as soon as we had made all our purchases, the market commanoed
~ © -~ to go down and we suffered lesdes and we shall have te suffer more o
P ‘ of them. -But I hope that that will be better in the future. We have - : 3
? ~ also bought nutrias of Buenos Aires but that is not a good article for ‘
this market and we shall have to lose much on that article. At
. present we still have enough of them but in any case you could write
me under whet oonditions you could buy this artiole in Montevideos
Perhaps we shall be able to do- something in the next seesson. We -
-8till heve our buginess in Zurioh. Up %o the present it went well |
~but now they have almost no more mrohandiae. Eowever, I hope to . :
obtain several expert pernita ‘00N, o o ' i |

Up to the ‘present no news for you. As soor as I know some- o
;'thing I shall oomunioate it to you imed:.atoly. ‘ : - '
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~Leo Hofmann December 21, -1942.

1 aleo talked to your: friend Fernandes oonocerning your
~'viaa for the United States.

But, it is very diffioult, aooerding

‘*to my exparienea, and I fear that it 1e almoat impessible t6 ébtain
a viga at presant.

. neth 1ng » Iﬁt
»I ahould like

‘gﬂ
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leo E»fﬁ#nn
242 W 30th St. - : L
New:York .City. ... . o ' . le 21 Decembre 1942.

Bien oher amiz

G'est eveo grand plaisir que. j'ai eu ta lettre du 20 Novembre.

fTu aa pasaa desg bien mauvaia tempa, mon char Serouani. et o'est
‘seulement. une chose que .Je .ne eemprendafpas; Jo te sais, fort

intelligent. st je ne ms sais pas m'expliquer comment tu aie pu
rester pour .si longtemps en France. En tous les oas, .Je suis tree
heureux de te savoir a Momtevideo maintenant ‘ot Jt'eapere .
qu'enxratemps tu euras. regagne ta santo et ta viguour dlautrefoise

iQuand nous sommes parti de la Suiaao i1 y-a 18 mois, mes beaux-

parents devaient aussi prendre le bateau Cabo de Buena. Esperanza
pour Buenos Aires et quand nous sommes arrives a Madrid, la meme
chose est arrivee, le bateau avait un retard de 45 jourg. -

Heureusement, mes beaux-parents ‘avaient ‘aussl les Visae pour les

_Etats Unis et j'ai reussi a obtenir un passage pour New York. .La

situation en Espagne etait telle, que je ne pouvais pas supporte la
penges de les savoir dans ce. pays.

G Iy a quelque Jjours j'avais le plaisir de dejeuner aveo ton ami
~Fernandez Diage C'est un’ oharmant gareon et jtespere de le ravoir
-+ bientot.

Bientot apres mon arrive daﬁs‘ce peys, jé ‘me sulis mis de nocuveau dana
los affaires de fourrures et rnous avons commenoe d'acheter beaucoup

de- ‘marchendise. Malheureusemsnt! .parce que des que nous aviong

faits tous nos .achats, le marche e commencs par baisser et nous
avons - souffert: des pertes et nous en devrons souffrir encore. Mais
‘Jtespere que ca ira mieux dans l'avenir. Nous avons achete aussi
des Nutria de Buenos Aires mais ce n'est pas un bon article pour

ce marche et nous devrons perdre. beaucoup sur oet article.
- Actuellement nous en avons encore suffigament mais en tous les oas
tu pourrais'm'ecrire dans quelles conditions tu pcurrais acheter cet

erticle a Hontevideo. Peut-etre nous pourrons faire quelque chose
dans la saison\proohaino. Nous avons toujours notre affaire a

-Zuerich. Jusqu'e present elle & marche bien mais maintenant ils
"n*tont presgue -plus. du marchandise.  J'espere pourtant. d’obtonir

quelqpes psrmis d‘axportation procheinement.

ed E
Al
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Leo Hofmann - -2 le 21 Decembre 1942,

J'usqn a present auoune nouvelle ‘pour toie Des qpe je saurai
quelque chose je le te oommnniqparai immediatement. ‘

Jtai cause aussi avec ton ami Fernandez concernant tom: visa pour

les Etats Unis. Mais, c'est fort difficile d'apres mes experiences,
et je orains que c'est presque impossible .dtobtenir un visa. pour

le moment. - Nous avons des amis a Buenos Aires qui veulent venir

iol depuis plua d'un an et tous nos efforts n'ont dtabouti e rien.

- Esperong que 1a situation changera bientot, Jparceque- j'aimerais

tant de te revoir-

J'espere.d'avoir«bientot'de tei ﬁouveLlea~et aveo ‘les meilleurs .
oompliments aussi de la part de ma famille, je t'embrasss,

Ton
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(Translation)

SERODSSI HNOS.

Importadores .

me1.80069 . Momtevideo, Jamuary 26, 1943

Celle Za’bala 1371

 Mr. Leo HOFMANN
242 W 30th St.
'NEW YORK CITY

My dear Leo, ‘

Your letter of December 21 reached me end I am very happy
to know that you, as well as your whole femily, are in good heelthe
I am very glad to learn that you have met my friend Fernandez, who-
wrote me that he wes very happy to become ecquainted with you. I
-hope that you will become friends' I am sure that you will get along
well together. ‘ :

Since my arrival I have na'burally ocoupied myaelf with my
business, and the other week I went to Buenos Aires, where I spent
several days in order to atudy the market. '

1 have some very intimate friends from Europe in Buenos
Alres who are not only my agents but also interested in the business
~ that we do in this market. The firm in question is VITAMAR, Calle
Solis 447, Busnos Aires. At the end of the month I am going to
‘Brazil, having my vise slready, and I have great hope of doing much
important business in this country for exportetion for all of South -
and Central Amarioa and espeoially for Sout-h Afrioa and the French
colonies.

o It something from Brazil interests you,‘you will be able
to write me here in Montevideo, for even if I am absent, -all will:
be transmitted to me immedlately. .

1 kncw that the market of skins for furs is rather bad,
but if ever it picks up and you might be interested in any article
whatever, you can call upon ms, for I em rather well situatec to
submit pricea to you on & per with oompetitors. :

i
b
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' At pm'osent mitrias of Uruguay of ‘70 ems, and’ over, w.‘..nter

) haj-r’ are worth amt $30w fo°obo’ Bnﬁmﬁ .&11'08, the unfimm '

- gkin, This article fluctuates rather frequently and with the prospect
of a definite offer ome cen certainly discuss the pm'ice

. Many wolves are also exported and six weeks ago the article
-mdmate:&mtadmthe spot, : \

At proaant mh rew wool, as well as ta.msd kides to nake_ o . o ‘
shoes or mles, As exported for the E.E.U.U. S

I do. not know i:t‘ that can intweat you for these are not e _
arbielea for you. ‘ A o

' ucomiagnvviaaforﬂeﬁhmm Iammakingthere-_
qmstmdlwﬂlhaw 1tatteatedbwthafmn. Hents & Co. of New
Iork,andlhowuponwntmtrmhmzﬂ\toﬁnﬁwmamdy

I raqneat you to tell me, and if possible to telegraph m
: i:myo:ﬂersﬁo.ﬁ@ﬂandzwoinrealroadydelivemdfwlma '
* asgured that f.he délivery was mado & lm time ‘ago. ‘ ‘

oo Icu vmld give me great pleame by eonﬁm:tng the aalivery
to no by telegram,

‘ Iha&tha@pmtyothavingmﬁwwmeamm
family recently by the mediation of Mr, and Mrs, Costes, the very
welleknown aviatoer, -w arrived lately in Buenos Aires, and who are
going to go to nsv Yerk very soon. These are very intimate friends
ofourswith'homueaamiatemh.

Ihmmthingelaototenymfmteday; give me pews of

your family and: remember me to them. mmtherandlaendonrbest
@aeungs; very affactionate]y ; '
.
w3
|
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Feb'ruar-y 8, 1943,

My daar Friend,

I received. your osble of Jenuary 30 and I 1mmodiataly
wrote to the address indicated to get news of Melis The name
that.you gave me was not quite .right because I received the :
‘angwer. of a certain Mr. Krippendorf. . He informed. me that he ;
knew neither your name nor the name of Meli. -In my -first letter - LT
that. P had m'itten you I asked you .for explanations - of iMeli because , :
1 did ‘not know who, the person in questlon Wede . » i

Some time ago, Mr. Krippendorf had given me news concern~
ing your order #3300, But I could not teke delivery becsuse of -
the present circumstancese -Concerni»ngf order #2000, I have no newse .. R

I learn with grea'b intereat from your letter “that you o B
have launched. into business againe Concerning the nutriss of o
Uruguay, I shall try to do something with you at the time of the f;
harvest, thet is, in the month of July. At present, we have enough
\merchandise but we hope to be a'ble to sell gome: by summer.

- .. At present I would not be able to interest myself in , )
o’c‘xer erticles outside of furs. I have erough to do with my. T
present trade and besides I do not have the conneotions to dispose
of hides for shoes. , :

.+ 1 am very happy to loarn that you had news of your family. R
I hope that you will soon obtein your visa for the United States - ' ¥
and- it would be a great pleasure to see you again after such a 1ong ' X

With best régards from me aend my faemily. ‘
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Le '8 Fevrier 1943;

 Mon ‘¢her Amiiy

h q >
ma pra ore lettre que e

' ekplinations ‘de Meli parceque#ja

11 s'agit..

L

L o1 , fQKrippandorf m'”“ ’
dénne ‘des’ nouvellea ‘conoernant ta.oommande‘#%SGO.r Meis je ‘ne pouvais

prendre livraison L oausa de circonetancesiactuellea. Concérnant la

R

o' g
de la recolte, soit eu mois de Juill’ v nout
asaez de marchapdisa mais noua eéﬁ%rcna de pouvoir en p}aoer ¢

: Aotdellement je ne pourrais m'interesser d'eutres .
rt cles en dehors de fourruraa. J'al agsez a faire aves mon =

“ T S T P oty

‘ '~ Je suls tres heureux d'apprendre que tu a eu des
nouvelles de ta.famille. ' J'espere que tu auras bieatot ton vise
pour les Etats Unis et ce serait it grand plaisir de te revoir
apres tant de temps. -

 ’Ax9o meilleures amities aussi de la part de ma famille.

e

' commercs, actuel et, en outre, je n'af‘paa les relatiens; , g¢§r¥5?a"

»]

=

o
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March 11, 1942
M, Albért_ Krippendorf °
2167 Grandin Road
Cincinnati, Ohio
- . Dear Slr, ‘
. " Your letter was received this norning, together
. with a checl: cn the TFifth Third Union Trust Gompany,
" Cincimati, for twothousand dollars (532000 OO), dated
o March 5th,1942, _ ,
.+ I thank you for same 'but would apr:ereclate ycmr -
~ being ‘kind enough to write out your daughter's name - :
more clearly, as I have bwen unable to meke it out.
Witb ny antic:.pateci thanks and abologies s I am
Sincerely ycurs‘.
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Mr. Albert Krippendorf
2167 Grandln Road -

',Glncinnatl, Ohio.

Dear Slr,

: I am very grateful to you for having answered my 1nqu1ry
and still find myself unable to ideﬁtify your daughter‘s

account with me.

Shauld there be any possible explanation for her reason
- in having made out this check and not cause you too much trouble, -
I would creatly appraciate ycur givlng me her reason for thls

payme nt ..

Thanklng you 1n anticlpatlon for thls additlon&l “nforma-=

tion, Ieanm

it 0 2
Syu '«RAD'“ 2, i

CROG 131
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@nf:East 57th Street

:

thch 13 1942

‘ASincefély yours

' Dr.Edward - J. Ortion .

O
)

i)
o
.
ot
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* Mareh'18, 1942

. Mr, Elbert Krippendarf

t -2167 Grendin Read
‘-Glncinnatl, Ohio

'.gljbaar Mr Krlpﬁendorf*

Your reply to ny letter aated March lBth arrived [ ‘f'*"

. ﬁusnmmhg

T have returned from Paris where I llved many‘years o

and am now positlvely certain of tne reason fo
' daughter's sending me  the money. It is & tran
funds, as you know we couldn’t talkes anything’
Cduring the exodus ‘and you: may ‘well understand why thls
check was ‘ordered in my name. A3 a matter of fact you

. may get more in the future. My reason for inquirlng is

Lomy FFC: f...u#i} Al
husiory wwp 96803 | Entry Eea R BHLS

EXHIB

- NY 2—

that I wanted to make same of  the- source- since my secreta4 
ry, who is-abroad, camoet’ *ive me all the detalls as to t

hat is ta.k:Lng place. o _ ,
S & shall HoweVbr, if you 1n.ist recall the check, ,
But you will certalnly obtaln in due tine proof of my )
«assartlcns. S . e e
o Jowlnw that you can how fcel reassured and with my
L apolocles fcr %aving caused you so mueh trcuble, i am

~ Very truly yours:

33

Y S !lm‘
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on kpril a, 13&3, I m ooeasion o visit Eam K.ahn,
160 Eas'b 48th Street, New York City, for confirsation .
collateral facts developed in the course of an mﬂsﬁ@mm
of & amn foreign exshange transaction (NY 2-264&).

m-m the interview, ﬁh Fahn menticned that he
hadke&ﬂthepasit&mef it Jler of the Bank of
France, prior to the frveaion aﬁ' i‘mﬁm {in Jume, X940) an@
bad contimed in this mm&ty wuntil he left feor the ﬂnitm States
m e ftall -of: 19&1. ,

o M!MMM&M&M@M to work with
abrse: f Xemm on matters pertaining to Prench ba;nkixxg,
=, : Wﬂmﬁmﬁhmammﬁsm

,-éumnsthtk ﬂm M of ?’mma and -8k -‘u{' I matters.

© 0 Hp, Rabe told this mwtm ‘that he 18 a Fresch
‘ .s*m and a my&m uf;{;;am ng stateﬂ tmt im had bwn

_mmmmmmwmzmmmgmwmmw
Pmnw Meh 1e lmméi in Hartintque. -

Upm oy return to this m‘ﬁw, 1 emmiaa‘ced the
ummta of ny ecnversaticn with Kehn to you by phone and
mwmt %o your WMM, I made en appdintment with
Er, Eshn to come to this office on April 9th. Hr. Fahn a;:peamd
awmmmmmﬁm'm&llmmﬁmm,ham ’
the fmmg aﬂ&iﬁ&ml informations

mmmmmmsammm,m &swﬁ.fe‘s
f&t&wx 1s argel | nm, & bmtmr of Leon Blum, FKahn wos & wellw
gun Peris jewel - arganteation operated under his omn
Ko m mm&mﬁ m that the German suthorities have.
e@imted his bnsims and sold it to Baleon Gartier.

L
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Maa@:-a;'asaazpsr%m%ha ' o R il
Maoffarmsmepm mmmmmmammm
is a phot «mmmdammmmmmmx,
‘in which referemce is made to Rabm*s offer. In his affiecia
mwwm@mm«&amwmmm
M&a&gﬁfwmﬂﬁmﬁrh&ﬁm&s(&a&as&eﬁmw}.

. Eahn wes in Puris during the deys immeds
mmumﬁm ¥hon the Germans )

m, tham ‘was no
gold left in the weunlts. amwitwmmwm'zwk,
aboat ¢ bhad been transferred to Marti iqm, am the reet was in
Daker end other places.

: Hth the prommlgation of the racial lawe, Kahn feli
it would be beat for him to leave France. Then he commmicated
Madmﬁmwmmawm,&.kmma,he)ma o

- z ifpw[%ﬁa,asﬁt@deﬁmm
man miansk:!.asmet mwh:iwhhaébaent;@paﬁa
awmﬁmamgmawmemwmam

present powers are delegated from Vichy, he is not a call ationis
and bad been with the Bank of Framce pricr %o Viekw.) Im adﬂﬁ'z‘%m,
Kabn was $o take charge of the gold anmd su : of
the bags of gold into casep. EKahn'e mmmm were that &
anrouﬁa tnm:ﬁqm mbmtwmmpwm, !mmsta

mmmmmm!mk,mmwwmﬂ, ha

MWMtwm

: {Fm& &‘rangh Bmd:gmrm) far

m Kmm. l%ﬂ.

' Whﬂn news. of poliﬁaal ents 4 e
being prominently displayeé in the mspam Mng mear, 19&2.
Bshn became restless comcerning his decumont esnd fell that his
information should be ssde avm lable to the American. enthorities.

336421
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He cm&mm with the .%am Bapmi pont and agaw s in- '
fmmt&m w & 3%&% Department esentetive, Br. Daniel H. ﬂlaya, &*r.,
Post Office Building, %msmmmavm,wm .

- mmmofmmgmm rtinique &8
32'?5,, H {at the rate of &2».5 francs te the éﬁ&lﬁ!‘)v .

s ‘ - v photostatic mamm of Eahm’a dmm% m smmz:eﬁ
P h@mtaammqr&w“thmof. Kahnéictaﬁeﬁm,
of- t&e dmmm‘h, which is aleo apnoxed be‘re'ke, in. dn;wlicma

m». K&!m mi‘naeﬁ o &ism ank pal&tﬁ:ml fﬁma,
mtng th&t he felt that to &¢ so would be to abuse United States
hospltall Baahatmdhehaam&aitam&mm&c
W pmum ®  However, ke voluntesred the information that

,. be i& @ member of the Fres Prench Camp, acd diﬂm mcm

- . . who was fmly m:mmumm ‘

- B " Hr. Eabn offered the theorty that Robertts relvetance

- to deal with eitber French faciion is dus to the fact that

' Mn&uﬁmmmmwgﬁofmﬁmkﬁvmmmma

: tﬁe&a 80, » ’ .

_ mﬁhmmtmmeaﬁmtwmaﬁam“mt@m .
ollar rate upon the pay of the Ameriesn soldier in Morocce, . -
Knl:m ‘stated that, in his opinion, the ssme result could have
mm&mmfmwm@mwwmmmw

aily a pard of the &m'w w the soldiers., The '
use hia smiws.‘ -
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Portedesfr '"'ff"'uf,,’m«siniqm, and which i asaurim m a
: dmmmt ammmd hereto and . mde a8 pm-t. hsrwf, 1 make ﬂm
foilomi j smtmntt :

aces in Fr ,Le Puy, end 81; -Etiamm.
a*m pmw I.a mm and thasa samm aftar-

RS ,-,Fm"mmpla, all kimg af gold Sarape, Tmign
: mey, em. Thasa curramma which come from. the m& _
of Pr : Tm ,~;1n_210 lmgsam\ theym  -

oL m @’mnon a pzlm mf t.ha *hyp@ of 1935, that m never -
peulation. These come: fmm ﬁm different. plmma which
ios. of th ' ‘Prance. They are Dreux; Vitre, -
mﬂ, cmmr@ﬁ. m@y &N pl&m ﬂnly m bﬁgﬂc .
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FROM

*h

/ S

INTER OFFICB ’ COMMUNICAﬂON

Fleld Investlgatlve Staff

‘ Investlgatlons Unlt

leo Hoffman
242 W. 30th Street
New York

a at Ho. O'loco‘t!.".".%

TREASURY DEPARTMENT mnovxm FOR INVESTIGATION

laahineton, D, c,

...DATK March 18 1943

Fove

% . /{UCW;*

Loy izontrol
ﬁi%*gﬁ e

P 1 20%

Ref=rence is made to Mr. Clark's memorandum for in~

It is suggested that a pre-
liminary investigation should be conducted in New York to ascer-

vestigation dated November 30, 1942,

' tain the purpose of the remittance of $3300 to the subject by

»Albert Krlppendorf and the dlSpOSltlon of these funds.

- ¥
M

; "
Sources Cheelked:

"Despatch File
Investigative Reports -
Applications .
Correspondence rile
"‘FR-B 00

Vol

Date/”
FQRE

ponwmaeo

for uamﬂm action

tipative Seotion. .

t-aoo'oono.--oitcov

(4, /8455
7 FUNDS CONTROL

- Cbief,Pield Investigative Staff

(45 ]

(o)

e .

el
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE * February 19, 1943

To I, Theodore H, Ballf ‘Acting Chief, Field Investlgative Staff, FFC, Washlngton

. frrom Mr. Charles R. Clark, Field Investigative Unit, FFC, New York City

Re: Ileo Hoffman

Vv

A Reference is made to Mr. Brown's memorande of December
2, 1942 and February 11, 1943, on the above subject

As per his request there is enclosed copies of the
Censor's memorandum referred to, dated November 23, 1942,

C. R. C.

)
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TREAS IRY DEPARTMENT

INTER :OF'HCE GOMMUNICATION

» . DATE February 11, 1943
10 Mr. Charles R. Clark, Iavestigative Untt, ch New, York City - |

\ "FROM Mr. Irving 8. Brown, Fleld Investig gative Staff FFC, Washington

4
o ,«:-:-.gi &
i

Reference is made to your memorandum for investigation, m?/
S

P

*.'dated November 30, 1942, on LEQO HOFFMAN of New York stating that
... THEYE was enclosed a. confidential ‘memorandum from the Office of , }
" Cable and Radlo Censor of New York. The Censor's me as RN
. found not to be enclosed and by some error, your memorandum be- o
feame misiaid in the files and was -overlooked until this time.
If this matter is considered to be still active, it is requeste&
that you froward a copy of - the Censor’s memorandum in order that

consideration may be given“"?’“‘”‘ﬁ"ﬁ""’“making of an investigation.
If the matter is not considered active at this time, this office
should be informed in order that'the file may be closed, . "
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. | o 10,42

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

pATE December 2, 1842

Mr., Cherles R, Clark, Investigative Unit, ¥FC, New York City
Mr, Irving 8, Brewn, Field Investigative Staff, FFC, Washihgton'
Ri: Leo Hoffman (Hofmann)

242 West 30th Street
New Yorlk, N, Y,, and others,

EIN y :‘.ﬂ
o 4 - b

. Refsrsnce is msie to your Memorandum for Investigation dated .. %7 o
YQXQ&E;L~«Q*_13$2;9n the ahove subject and attention-is called to the e

7

ther=of,

In this connectiosn your attention is invited to the fact: (1) That,

~according to the Uniform Filing System prdpdrea by this sffice under

éate of February 17, TG48, copy of which wae forwarded to all field

offices along with copy of » memorandum cof e%pTAnatlcn théreof elso

dated Februsry 17, 1242 snd sddresssd to Mr. Vader at San Fraacisco,

there is rno such classificaticon as "10,44% and (2) the "0 classifica-
tisas pertszin te purely sdministretive matters, The clessifications:
intended for miscelleneous corrsspondence dealing with individuals, firms,

rcorporations, etc., and whlch correspondence does not develop into formal

investigations, are those classifications beginning with "20 Foreign Funds!
snd ending with "SC Miseellsneoust, In order to avoid confusion in

filing and locating material of varicus types a Uniform Filing System

was worked out by this offize to be used by 211 offices znd, therefore,
individual fleld offices gholbld nct create new file designstions before
consulting this office, - Further it is not deemed wise to assign file
classifications or numbers tc memorands for investigation add&_ﬁged to
this office because if the particular memorandum fer 1nveatlbation.is
gpproved & case docket number. is assigned here,

#

u‘a;;%QQfﬁﬂé ?;g:jifﬁagiﬁﬁiﬁawéﬁeéxe\gl
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o MEMORANDUM - . I
S Cincinnati, ohioff;jq*<v“ '
w5 \aet o e
o ';2.)f ALEJANDRD and KARLINA PONS 1

' Dantibes, ,Cannes, France '. L S
312 West 30th street"*“"{g';~?fli'jg ST
New York, N.Y. R g gt
1, - On October 23, 1942 ilbert Krippendorf Taceived d cal i
Pons stating that at the beginning of November Me was to pe.y
three hundred dollars to Leo Hoffman, 242 West 30th street N
cable confirmation, _ also that Karlina sent her ‘l , g
2. On November lat 1942, Krippendorf cabled Karlina Ponis s'tating o |
" thet her request wag’ granted and that everybody’ was well and send their love. . ‘

C 30 Service Division wrobe both Leo Hoffma

ansi Ali‘rqd .Krippend‘orf for e |
vexplanation of the above mentiomd message o jh S o

r, Hoffmann telephoned in response o  Jetter ‘on ‘NoVember 4th, - BRI
|

1942.’ In talking to the: Service Division he denied having ‘ever known T }
Karlina or Alejandro Pons or having any. knowledge of them, 'He did state R
that he had’ received a check from Mr. Krippendorf with a 1etter sta‘bing a.s o : '5

follows. o

C o MAs per instructions of ‘my daughter, Madame Alejandro (Ka.rlina)
"Pong of Cannes, I am enclosing ‘check. for “53, 300. Kindly
aclmowledge receipt of same.“ : ) :

. Hoffman explained that he ccmld not; ima.gine what the check was for and said - '
" he could hardly acknowledge receipt of it in view of the fact that the purpose SR
for which it was intended was. not clear to him. S , , ’ o

. Hoffmann i‘urther emphasized the fact that he had never hea.rd of
Albert Krinpendorf before recelpt of the. 1etter ‘and cheék, Hoffma.nn was
questioned about his cable contacts or any other contacts in France and he

* explained that the only person he knew of was, a Mr. S. Rosen, fomerly o;i‘ -
' Switzerland, now residing in Nice, France." ‘ (Y
whom he did business. o '

co
€
e

>
=
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after the death

iwith extens
',Crans. He

f_‘conduct business inéhi‘ w;-cwmf.n;eune &; a
' “finished furs, .operating, at ‘z 3 3
"“has'stated that he will 1mport'from “the British Empire,
"misphere and Rusgia . (Valdivostok) He also owns. property in -

. Western'
,,Switzerland and other European countries.,v’;'_~
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Hoffmannii:ecently received permission to transfer 1;6 OGO

‘ “to- iﬁarkus (Max) Harf or Frieda Harf. - Markus Harf is & German cii;izen

who entered.the U, S. in April 1941 and resides at 639 West 173rd St.,

. NYC and was fomerly a. partner together with Leo Mayer in Mayer & Cos

- of . Berlin, wh:tch company ‘was, closely connected with' Mayer &-Co’ of ‘Zurich;.

~Switzerland, - .The sum was- purportedly transferred to Harf to- compensate

. him for: remaining An Germany to’ liquidate 'bhe affairs of Mayer & Co . o
‘ after Leo Mayer had fled to Palestine. : A T

‘countries oi‘ the .

L
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of Fur Craft Real‘ty Co. 3. _TInc. and is probably : L CL i
comected with Friedman Furskin Co., which has- . . .. - = |
‘the same telephone mumber. as Citroen., He re= = . . .. -~ .|
_ pregents G. Katelstin & Co of Tiemtsin, China ~ - . . |
s.:r'ffebndb maintains an-agent, in Bu’enoe,r;g;reg ;ga_med“ SR e

..United States. :The: British Consulate' reports Cee T
" £hat Citroen has been 'bmding with the enemy. o

A”‘.‘ .

_Office of Cable and Redio Cémsor . . oo
67 Broad Street New York. City. Lo
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. The iol!oww nort is furm:‘zcd, at. your request,
FIDENCE N & BRADSTREKT, “Ige. asr your
S e md in o mining the advmbxhty of ', s:ammg

e ‘PLF.ASB NOTE WHETHER N.mg. BUSINESS' AND srxszr ADDRFSS cc;xnnsronn \’;’lTH oux 1
R‘&'HOFMANN‘ o WHOL FURS & SKFNS , : B NEW YORK. CATY, J
: o 2420 5th 'St

“7ERNST W. WAYER, AGE 42, MARRIED
- LEO HOFMANN, AGE 45,
- R 591 - I (NOVEMBER 10,

I94

HISTORY :

‘ - On May 13, 194?, the owners reg?sfered 85 .general parfnersa, They ‘are operaflng
oh’ a.neét worth In excess of. . $100;, OOO,, but no. sfemfzed flnancia sfafemenf is. furn-A_,
Ished. L

'W'fMayer was born ;nl PW@X& |and was In fhis Ilne of busnness at -
. #However, owing fo the ex?stlng conditions ebroad, in May, 194l he em!-

e United States, and has his first" cIfuzenshep papersn T

Hefmann was born in | P6/(b)(6) [ahg was™also in this iine of busxness

at that point. In May, 1941, he emigrated-to the United States, and has his first

citizenship papers,

: . METHOD OF OPERATION-FIRE HAZARD = . L N\
Wholesaler of a general l?ne of furs, both raw anddressed, All purchases are - . §§§\\
made in the orcgnn market for cash, and ‘seles are made. to manufacturing furriers
and retailers, on terms ranging from cash to four months trage accepfance
Operations are conducted from store space, where this éompany Is a sub- tenant
of Jacob foroen, in a large and well kept store, in an eighteen story loft 'building
in normal repair, occupied by concerns -identified with fhe fur industry.  Adjacent
buildings are of simitar construction,. same tenancy and |ike repair.” ' o
FIRE RECORD: No f:res reporfedo : I , ' .
T o FINANCIAL |NFORMATION , o "
on May 6, 1942, Leo Hofmann furnished the personnef as above, and stated that
the company has operated on’a tangible net worth ‘in excess of $100,000.; but clalms.
that the partnership has no occasion fo- !ssue an rfemazed financxal statement, as all -
_purdhases are made for cash,
Further states ‘that a ‘nominal overhead expense 1supa1d,f9rxrenfalland ansurance
is carried. fuli coverage, ' ' ‘

o g i oot X P SO . JEOURUOTI

, o
il -1 The parfners are exper,enced in this iine, and when they emlgrafed to fhe Unlfed
4 Sfafes, it is learned |n outside quarters, . fhey broughf a.substantial amount of both
. merchandise and cash., |t is further learned in the trade, that they were men of
. wealth while in Europe and have- outside means, other than- used in the busmess°
: PAYMENTS

All purchases are made [n the origin market -at aucflon sales for cash., Conse—-
quenfly the question of merchandise credit locally is nof involved
oo SUMMARY
WHILE THIS ENTERPRISE lS NEW THE PRINCIPALS ARE- EXPERIENCED N THE FUR LINE
AND THE CAPITAL EMPLOYED s ADEOUATE TO OPEQATE PROFITABLY WITH ALL PURCHASES ‘BEING
MADE FOR' CASH. -

NY 11-23-42 AS : - - ,"2 , | ) QQQ%

Bk Coilis) i \\\\
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‘October 23; 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

Re: ‘-Jean B. Frontenac,
Washing.‘ben 16, D. G

Applications NY-514566
___and- NY-—_}_{@SIL

I c&lied.:Mr;ZLFrontanae onktheA 'telépl;one r-tﬁis .afternbon ‘
at the Auatralian ‘War. Suppliea Procurement where he 1s
)emp};eyed. It W&S my suggestian that he might desire to .’m—-
formally discuss the above applications.‘ He seemed anxious
to do ‘80 and will call at By ofi‘ice at two o'clock Friday, I
October 27, 194,4.

Geo R0 Lm, JI'.-
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| June 19, ‘43
RE: JEAN PRONTENAG |

'Hrs,'Denham of Inter American Controls advised today that =
she had calloa‘wbrld’Trade with raference to Plorencia Guerra
'and was advised that he 1s 8 Cuban dtplomat and that he does

consideradle travelling.
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1ng the intervention fee, without 1temization. In cases where specific
information was reqneated by the authorities, ‘this fee was described in. such
maenner as to indicate that it covered legitimate expenses incurred in Europe,
- inclunding the .Iisbon agent‘s fee, By means of this practice,Cooks obtained
‘numerous licenges. whereby subject was. enabled to transfer funds to Lisbon to
be held: there' te his credit. ’ e

: , In a communication from Armanﬁo De Souza Monteiro, secon& Lisbon ,
agent, to subject dated June 19, 19%2 reference is made to "Wiederkehr pay-
ments", explaining that such sums were to be depogited .at the Chase National

‘Bank of New York in the account of a "Banker friend" of his which writer will
pay over there immediaxely upon recelpt of confirmation of such deposit on

" his account. {Dr, Arthur Wiederkehr,.of. ‘Zurich, Switzerland, was placed on

the Proclaimed Idist on ﬁecember 1g, - 19”2.) In a letter from the Ligbon agent

to subject, dated October 19, 1942, reference .is made to the payment of about

Swiss Francs 50,000 ransoms money per person. Upon questioning, subject.

denied having received these letters or having any knowledge of the "Banker

friend”, and he. stated that he would not make any remittances to Wiederkehr

_ without first,obtaining a8 proper- 1icanse therefor. However, subject admitted

thet Wiederkehr's motives were suspicious snd that he was & dangerous person

with whom to deal. . Subject's files. fall to refleet any evidence of eny rensom .

payments, except, perhaps, for the. following series of cahles. ,

On April 28, 19&2 Monteiro cabled to subject that Wiederkehr received

- favorable news and, ‘therefore, if subject was interested he was to send all de-
'tails immediastely., On April 28, l9h2, Monteiro sent a second-cable to subject

‘to please congider only very. rich people in Zurich (Wiederkehrsoperational base)

as they are advised it is extremely expensive. Cable from suhject to Monteiro
.acknowledging the above two cables asks for any basic quotations regarding
- charges made by Wiederkehr. On May 7, subject aﬁain cabled Monteiro asking -
* Pcould any Wiederkehr payments be deposited here", This would seem to tie in
" with the two letters above .described written by Monteiro to subject regarding
"Wiederkehr payments“ (These two letters had been condamned by Cemsors.) -

On May 27, 1942, subject wrote to Honteiro explaining the procedure.
With respect to "GToup II" (passengers in Holland), ‘arrangements for which were
to be made through Wiederkehr, Cooks was to collect funds from the purchasers
and these funds were ‘to.cover only the- tranqportation frOm Lisbon to America .

- and "your intervention for Portuguese visa and fees". -This was called "Trans

action No, L LR “Transaction No. 1" would be intervention procedure.to release
passengers from their present concentration ‘camp- or . residencs and to take them
- to Switzerland.: “Transaction No. 2" would cover their. eventual transportation
from Switgerlend to Portugal@and maintenance in- these countries and in transit.

" Monteiro's reply, dated Juneill, 1942, stated ".,We understand that ‘the charges

to be meds by you and us in connection with Wiederkehr are independent of the

'intervention'....” Subject used funds, acaumulated 1n Switzerland and ?ortugal'-

for. these ara.nsom purposes.
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: . Subject's files reveal that subject had an agreement with

V'Wiederkbhr ‘to deal in refugee traffic, as avidenced by a letter from
Wiederkehr enclosed in a letter dated July 7, A19u2 written by Monteiro
and sddressed to- auhject, e ”f '

On September 11, 19“2 subject wrote to Monteiro, but a search

of his files failed to. reveal a copy thereof, and subject stated that he

‘believed the letter was ‘writtenin longhand without ‘a cqpy. This alleged :

inability to produce the .copy:of the letter is’ pertinent, in view of the
fact.that Monteiro's reply thsreto, dated September Eh 19“2 reade in part
a8 follows. :

-...With regard to refugees from Kelland and other" occupied
countries we are, - of course,- willing to’ handle thesé cases -and

. have taken note of ‘the-fact that on your side these will be
handled by you: personally.,.. 4s-to the paying modalitieg for

. these people we have noted that it is intended to establish a
"trust fund' to take care of the maintenance of the prospective '
emigrees.. As to the exact figures, however, we:cannot ‘yet ‘
decide whether an amount of $500,00 will cover our expenses and
fees here ‘and- in Switzerlend.  Or-is the. 'ransom money' also to

_ take care of the latter? The first case on hand will show

. whether this basis is acceptable’

7 Sdbject‘s files centain 1o evidence of &1rect communication with
enemy controlled territory. Both subject and 000ks, however, dealt with

. Monteiro in casee involving refugees in Holland" ‘and occupled’ Franc_:e. dn .
these cases Monteiro would be compelleé, directly or through his agents, to

" communicate with the prospective passengers. Iicenses anthorizing remit-
" tances do not waive this: requiremenx of the Executive Order as.interpreted
by General Ruling No, 11,  The files of the Offide of Cable Censorship '

-‘ revaa1 that Cooks has endeavored unsuccessfully to obtain permission to

- commnnicate with ‘enemy occupied territory¢ ’ , .

: : ~0n July g 19ua subject reqnested‘by cable that Monteiro arrange
payment of $500 to" §l 000 to subject's account in New York, which would ,‘"5
cover fees.- Om: Jhly 15, 19“2 Monteiro cabled in'answer that subject ghould
ewalt a visit from: Hantairb's friend. On July 30, 19#2, Honteiro gent a

. " letter‘to subject advising tha$ a Mr, Florencio Guerra would ‘'send from Cuba
' a check for- $10 500. "to meet payment of several passages which we, advanced .
He further advised that subject should deduct -all commissions due him, an&f
obtain a 11cense ‘to cover the advances: made, as well as to transfer the. \

' balance to their (Honteiro s) accomnt. On September 10, 19M2, subject was
visited at his home by Flerencio Guerra, who handed him $10 500 in United
States currency. - SubJect knows nothing of the sources from which the money
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- was. collected but believes that it covered steamship passages for which
Monteiro had advenced funds to refugees in Europe. ‘ :

S Subject has 'f1led no report on Form TFR-}OO on behalf of Monteiro
‘e ¢ a national of- Portugal"end,safter making seversl peyments from sald sum

- to ‘hingelf as commieeionsfand to- one Emilio Nunez, upon instruction from

o f_Monteiro, none of which. payments ‘were made pursuant to. license, a balance of

[ o $8,000 was-held by him in-cash in.his hotel room., Since: February 20, 1943, :
' ' the méney has beem in a blocked account with the National Safety Benk &
R ‘Trust Company, Broadway.and 38th. Street New York, in the name of Jean P,

Sy Frontenac,, Special. . - :

Application No. NY 51#566 now- pending, reqpeste a retroactive

o)

\licenee'for the above outlined payments made from the $10 500 received on

=beha1f of’ Armando De Souza Monteiro. ‘ . S
-_‘Rmcommumrmn- B T
L o "It is recommended ‘that the subject's accounts be blocked ed hoc,

" and ‘that Application Fo, NY 514566 be denied in view of the circumstances
.in the case and in: view of the violations camitted.v“ :

: I is further recommended that subject be directed to file the
appropriate. TFR-ZOO Reports as to the funds belonging to the Portugueee
fnational. ‘ a : .

e L LSLIINTDRTIIO,
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL 283 Broadway, Toy Lork
INVESTIGATIVE SECTION . _ REctor 2-7373
Field Office ¢t New York, N. T, o ~ Date MARS- 1943
. B . . . P . ' . .
~ Report of Agent S. M. Rose , S . Report No, NY 9-2588
Respectfully forwarded APPROVED: o ) Sl-G~062 YT
e 354' ’%/‘ﬂ#
"""""""""" PN st /xS S o S : |
CHARIES R.-CLARK 'y _Represen g 'A Lng In Charee
. | Fby IR
 SUBJECTs  JEAN B. mommc, I-120

Hotel Martinique,
New York City.
a.nd‘ others,

REFERENCE:  Miss Duff's memorandum of February 3, 1943, re-
o ferring to letters from ARMANDO DE SQUZA MONTEIRO,:

Lisbon, Portugal, to JEAN FRONTENAC, dated :
October 19, 1942, June 19, 1942, and September 11,
1942, These letters refer to an agreement between
FRONTENAC and DPR. WIED and proposed deal~ -
ings. between them, end to & élo,soo.oo payment -

N ' , made to FRONTENAC by MONTEIRO. An investigation

P ' is requested to determine how FRONTENAC contacts
' . his business, why he. uses his own and not the ad- -

dress of THOS. GOOK & SON in the course of his

employment, and the nature of his relationship

{ with THOS. COOK & SON. A complete and detailed

. .. description of all financial transactions between

P o FRONTENAC and DR, WIEDERKEHR is: requested, wit.h '

: T particular reference to a "Banker friend". '

,Referemce is alsom made to Report No. NY 9-21.47
of January 16, 1943, and to Eeport No. NY 9-2600
(pend:lng)- - |

SYNOPSIS: It we.a daterm:.ned upon investigation that
‘ FRONTENAC was an employee of THOS. COOK & SGN P
and contacted his refugee traffic busiress.
principally through them. He used his own name
~ and address because COOKS desired to be officially ,
, oonnectad only with the actual “transportation '
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Portugal for some eight years and that he was principally engaged in
the shipping business. He.also knew that Besthoff had been actively
engaged in the transportation of refugeas.\ From other sources the
writer 1earned ‘that Besthoff was a German refugee, and that he had .
aequired no- other citizenahip following the loss of his German citi-

- zenship,  According to Frontenac, Besthoff remained hls sole European -

agent until he decided to quit his business in the ‘early part of 1942,
Besthoff went to Mexico City and, insofar as it is known, remains
there at the present. - He gave his fear of an 1nvasion of Spain and
Portugal as his reason for 1eav1ng Lisbon.

- Frontenac- stated that he destrcyed much of his carraspond-
ence with Besthoff at the’ time .that he.moved to his present address -
at the Hotel Martinique. The correspondence. which wes made avail- -
able to’ the writer was carefully examined, and no indication of any .

. transaction involving the payment of ransom was found. 'A voluminous
5 file at the Office of Cable cansorship likswise failed to reveal evi—
;| dence of ransom payments. » : ,

ggggggo DE SOU&A EONTEIRO

' . When Besthoff left Lisbon, he turned over all of his refu-
gee traffic business to ARMANDO DE SQUZA MONTEIRQ, of the firm -
COMERCIO HISRANO‘LUSO, RUA DA ASSUNCAO. 42, Lisbon, Portugal.” - :
Frontenac had no previous knowledge of Monteiro except that he knew
that he occupied a rather important position in Idsbon, in the busi-
ness of shipping and the chartering of vessels. He had alsé heard.
of him in comnection with the unfortunste NAVEMAR affair. Monteiro
was the. charterer of this vessel and his bank accounts in New York

. are now tied up through legal actions which are the outcome of this
affair, S . 4 .

: Because of the unfavorable publicity sustained by Monteiro,
Frontsnac questioned the wisdom of dealing with him, He was reas- .
sured, however, by Besthoff, who. described him as his personal

friend and as "a man he could recommenid one hundred per-cent", Eﬁi- -

dence that Besthoff retained a twenty per-cent interest in COMERCIO

HISPANO-LUSO is contained in his cable to Frontenac, dated January 23;-

'+ 1942, reading in part as follaws.

", . . MONTEIRO. SIGNED TGJDAI AGREEMENT DE&L EXCLUSIVELY
THROUGH YOU ALL COOK CASES STOP.. . . WISH INFORM MY PART~
NERSHIP THIS END TWENTY EERGENT.,. .”

gl LR SRS AT RSB,
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On'Jann&?Y 23, 1942,»MPﬁtéiro-cabledLFrontendc-aéff&ilawS:’

WHAVE COMPLETED. TO-DAY ‘ARRANGEMENTS WITH ‘BESTHOFF SHATL BE
GLAD COLLABORATE WITH YOU. ON UNDERSTANDING TO DEAL SOLELY
THROUGH YOU ON ALL COOKS CASES. . .” |

REI&TIGNSHIP BETWEEN FRQNTENA& AND MQNTEIRO
B Menteiro continuad a8. Frentanac's sole European agent until
. Frontenac decided to . withdraw: from-the rafugee traffic business in
December, - 1942, ~Frontenac délivered to the writer- certain files
which, according to'his’stateément, represent all his correspandence
with Menteiro. These’ flles were carefully ‘éxamined and; except as
hereinafter related, contained no evidence of illegal or questionable
- transactions. It should be noted, ‘however, that Frontenac and
“Monteiro. handled numérous cases:involving: refugee traffic. “Inasmuch
' as Frontenac was acting on behalf of COOKS, his files relative to the
individual eases are very incomplete. The remaining portions of
‘these files are: stated to be held at COOKS' ‘offices. "In-these cir-
cumstances only an investigation of COOKS! files and records would
serve to reveal all the details of the individual cases, It is not
believed that an investigation of this scops is intended by the
Memorandum for Investigation, In test cases selected by the writer,
remittances of funds to Lisbon were approved through the issuance of
licenses to COOKS. The manner in- which “1ntarvantien faes" were in-
- cluded has been discussed. - :

RELETIONSHIP BETHEEN FRONTENAS Aﬂg , éﬁEHUR WIEDERKEHR

Shortly after angaging Montairo, Frontenac waa offerad se- 

veral cases involving refugees in'Holland .and. Belg; _____ Therefore, '
he dsaired 4o f£ind someons. who might’ “sudcessfully intervene to ar- -
rangs for their release and tramsportation to Switzerland. Frontenac
“denled to the writer that he ever intended to become involved in any A
cages which would necessitate the p&yment of any ransom.

- o Frontenac stated that he firet Jearned of WIEQERKEHR through
one of COOKS! agents. He also stated that, from the beginning, he -

had some. doubts as to whether WIEDERKEHR might be. acting on behalf

of himself, on behalf of the refugeea, or on behalf of Germany

liii,
it
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. On March 10, 1942, h'on'ben.ac cabled Menteiro as follows:

~",., . PLEASE CONTACT AR’I‘HUR WIEDERKEHR BAHI‘IH@FSTRASSE 98
L ZURICH SRITZERLAND BUT FIND oo WHETHER Is SWISS
i NATIONALITY, . "

On April AlD ’ 1942, Frontenac oabl_ed»rWiederkehr direc‘bly as
follows: o ‘ . L

"ON MARCH TENTH VE REQUESTED MNDQ MONTED%O CONIEIRGIO
HISPANOLUSO ASSUNCAO 42 LISBON TO CONTACT YOU REGARDING
POSSIBILITY YOU INTERVENING AND -HELPING REFUGEES NOW -
HOLLAND BELGIUM ALSO RUTH BEATRICE WOLFF FAMILY FOR
EVENTUAL IMMIGRATION AMERICA VIA, SWITZERLAND PLEASE
GIVE HIM ALL DETATLS OR CABLE ME DIRECT AS HAVE SEVERAL
IMPORTANT CASES WAITING STOP ALL TRANSACTIONS ARE HOW-
'EVER SUBJECT TO AMERICAN REGULATION RESTRICTIONS AND =
LICENSING AND XIF YOUR PROPOSITION SATISFACTCRY WE WILL
REQUEST NECESSARY PERMISSIONS AND LICENSE FROM FEDERAL |
AUTHORITIES WASHINGTON .TO ENABLE WS TO PROCEED STOP

- PLEASE ACT QUICKLY AND CONTACT MONTEIRO REGARDING MY
' INTEGRITY IF NECESSARY.

Appendad to this cable was the following note for Genaoras

, "This_ is a »prel:lminary contact only and the addres=-
see's name does not appear on the Proclaimed List of
' Certain Blocked Nationals. Furthermore, I shall not
enter into any finanelal deals with the above unless
properly authorized by license as per Treasury Dept.
ruling #ll Executive Order 8389. ‘

Frontenac stated that this cable was the one and only in-
stance of direéct comminication with WIEDERKEHR. He received no reply
.~ to this cable except through Montelro, He also stated that none of
i, the remittances made to Montelro were sufficlent to provide more than
 legltimate transportatlion expenses, and a reasonable amount for in-
tervention or gratification fees. The files which were submitted to
the writer contained no evidence of any remi‘bta.nces large enough to
conceal a ransom payment.,

A letter from Frontenac to Monteiro, dated April 9, 1942,
contains further evidence of Frentenac’s Aintentions. It reads, in
part, as follccws:




DECLASSIFIED " RG 13 ;

| | Authonity '3 E FFC I.‘.;os} Aol [

1 . ntry Repprds 19d2igo i
EYRIOP i ixra D‘*n‘ 2/ |8 2% ~§0 ,

4 - " > yA

Y S T SR I L AT R i R A BRI B P L

7, ¢ . in regard to Mr. Arthur Wiederkehr. , . What- - .

1 . ever our decision is, it must remain within the requirements

i1 of the United States Government and as soon as we find )
[/ v that 1t 1s possible to get these refugees to a neutral’

country we shall try to get the necessary permission from .

the proper. department in Weashington, D. C., to try to .

help them, It is; however, very important that the pas-

senger of 'enemy' nationality proceed to a neutral country

before: anything can be- arranged for them to proeeed to
‘America, . ."

On April 28 1942 ’ Montairo cabled Frontenac as’ follcwa.

WIEDERKEHR RECEIVED FA.VOEABLE NEWS THEREFORE IF YGU
‘ ARE INTERESTED SWDALLDEI‘AILS IMIATELY. o WM

~ Also on April 28, 1942, Monteiro aent a aecond cable to
Frontenac read:lng &s follows: : ~

WPLEASE GONSI!}ER ONLY VERY RIGH PEOPLE FOR ZURICH AS AD- :
VISED EXZTREMELY EXPENSIVE " :

‘ Although the ea.bles above would imply the possibili‘by of a
ranson aspect, Frontenac denied that he 80 interpreted them, On
May 4, 1942, he cabled a reply to ﬂonteiro reading, in part, as
follows. w

RELATI% ARD PURGB%ERS HERE KNOW -OF HIGH
COSTS REEABDING THESE REFUGEES. STOP ‘PLEASE NOTE WE- MUST .
OBTAIN SPECTAL LICENSE FROM FEDERAL AUTHORITIES TO HANDIE
EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE STOP, . . ARE ANY BASIC QUOTATIONS
AVAILABLE REGARDING CHARGES MADE BY WIEDERKEHR, . . ALSO
NOTE THAT OUR DEALINGS REGARDING RESIDENTS ENEMY CON-
TROLLED COUNTRIES STRICTLY FORBIDDEN UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY
GOVERNMENTAL LICENSE. . M

On May '?, 1942, Frontenac cabled h!onteiro a8, i‘olleww '

e R

", .. COULD Amr WIEDERKEHR® PATMENTS BE DEPOSITED | S
HERE." - ‘ | ~

; Frontenac stated that no reply was. raceivad to this cable.
” He stated further that he was not surprised at recelving no reply,
. because he already had some doubts in regard to WIEDERKEHR. Aetually,
' it appears that Monteiro's letter of June 19, 1942, reférred to in
the Memorandum for Inves'bigatien, may have replied to Frontenac's
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question, This letter referred to "Wiederkehr payments” explaining
that such sums were to be deposited at the Chase Na:bional Bank of

tively that he ha.d no letter from Monteiro dated June 19, 1942,

 Oom May 27, 1942, Frontenac. wrote a letter to Monteiro read-
ing, in part, as follows:

PSP We understand that some arrangements have a.lready
been made in connection with Group II (passengers in
Holland) through WIEDERKEHR, . . 'Cooks' has not yet col-
lected any funds from these purchasers but will do so = -
within a day or two. The funds that will be collected by
'Cooks' will cover only the transportation from Lisbon to
America and your interventlon for Portuguese visa and fees..
This will cover part we might call 'Transaction No. 3',
"Transaction No, 1' would be the intervention procedure to
. release the passengers from their present concentration
‘camp or residence and to take them as far as. Switzerland
for ingtance. 'Transaction No, 2' would cover their even-
tual transportation from Switzerland to Portugal and main-
tenance in these countries and while in transit. . .* -

. %0ne point that I might mention here is that 'Cooks, I

-New York' 1s trylng to arrange to have the funds needed

for the releasa of the refugees from Holland kept in New Lot

York in escrow. I do not. know whether WIEDERKEHR would ‘

. agres to this but it may become necessary to American

Government Regulations. You might ask WIEDERKEHR what he
thinks of this,

Menteiro's repl;y,vaate& 'June"-izp,' 19425 .reads' , in part, as
followss o ' S

N, « o« We understand that the charges to be made by
you and us in comnection wlth WIEDE&?KEHP are independent
of the 'intervention'. . ." .

On July 7, 1942, Montelro wrote to Frontenac ’ anclosing an
agreement from WIEDERKEHR which had been requested by Frontenac.
This agreement 1s mentioned in the Memorandum for Investigation. It
1s addressed to COMERCIO HISPANO-LUSO, Lisbon, snd reads as follows:

Cele . NY9-2588 R
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‘ I thank'you forvyour letter~of‘Jﬁne 12. As yﬁﬁ &esiré'"v
sI‘accept to«daalﬁsolely through Mr. J. B Frontenac in New

A

Sincerely yours ‘ ‘
(Signed) A. WIEDERKEHR”

M Idstein graup"rwas_ :amily,én Hollan _included nnder
vqletter hereinabovequoted.f “ SR

-On JulydlS, 1942, monteiro cabled Frontenac as follows.

,942, anthorizing CO.KS to
y-and/or WAGONS~
she; amoun ‘:$31?5 »tOJcoverlcosts of transpor-
tation of Ruth B.‘; tein, Fritz: Idstein, and:Vera:Evelyn:Idstein to
Cuba, .. No: use hasxbeen madeﬁof ghis.license. ' Insofar as Frontenac's
files reveal, WIEDERKEHR was not involved in any other cases. ‘

021 Augus‘b 24: 1942’k
&8 follows:

= ; nHOLLANDCAS e»

_ Tha cases: in. connection with~rsfugees at: presentvin Holland
o= 18 at.a. standstill for the good reason that we:have: not
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: cepy of which is ot - he, : : = ontenac‘statad that he o
- made an. exhaustive effort to_lecate the copy without -sucgess., He -

T -examlne this lette Qj’,s of ,
e e {Liny : ";??r & ‘%""“ﬁ.w&m,

o abi ty tofprodunan Py letter,
“  tlon him closely in regard to his”possibla uae ef that term.

- Fro&tengc ‘admitted that h may have‘referredlto Tansom-
:3money. He exp‘;ineﬁ thatvauch mention may have resulted from an
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B o wmm 12/12 RECEIVED HAVE SEEN IEBAIILY HERE BUT DUE T0
f . - PRESENT FEDERAL REGULATIONS WE'PRESENTLY UNABLE' INTER- ~ -
SRR - VENE REGARDING WIFE DAUGHTER BECAUSE THEY STILL'RESID- - - . -
-~ ING AXIS OCCUPIED COUNTRY AND FATHER UNABLE SEGURE RE- -
. 'LEASED FUNDS AND LICENSE FOR TRANSFER ABRQAB STOP ALL -
OTHER CASES® SUSPENDED FOR sm: REASONS." . - "

el e B ez g ey

o on July 8 1942, Frontana,c aen’c a cable to Monteiro read- :
ing, in part, as follows' o , _ N

%, . . CAN YOU ARRANGE PAYMENT M_Y .&CGOUNT NEW YORK ABOUT
500 TO 1000 DOLLARS CGVERING FEES LI L ‘

_ _ A Monteiro ca‘bled a reply on July 15, 1942, as follcma*'“
A _ | " o e e CONCERNING YOUR WISH PLEASE AW.QIT VISIT MY FRIEND LI

e et S £ e Zmtt 2 3

: o On July 30, 1942, Monteira wrote Frontenac a letter
(Exhibit "A“ a.nnexed) reading as follcws. : ,

"Wr, I*‘LORENGIO GU}!&%RA will send. you from Cuba a check for
$10,500. to mest paymant of aaveral pasaagea which we
,'j advanced..__w__ A , S

NE
3
B
E
a4
1
i’
i

I ' " WProm 'bhis amount pleasa deduct all comisaions dus you as . |
: oL psr your "letter of May 27. We'hope that in the meantime

you will have obtained license to. cover our adva.nces and’

we will appmciate your: transrerring balance to our ac- .
' count, ‘Please let us know as soon as you a.ra a.ble to ei‘- o

:{:‘ec’t this tra.nsfer. N E : y RS ~ ‘

.- Omn Angust 5 1942, Mon‘beirc wrote Frontena.c a letter read- o '
ing,inpart,asfollows: R o
", , . In our cable number 41 of July 15 . .. . we

fﬁrther asked you to await the visit of our friend (who. -
hcwever, changed his route and did no'b g0 to New 'Iork) e Wt

----

" On Saptamber 10, 1942,° F‘rontemc was v:l.s:lted at his home

by FLbREI\ICIO ‘GUERRA, ‘who handed’ ‘him $10,500. in United States’ cur-
rency. Frontenac stated that prior to thia time he- knew nothing
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concerning GUERRA. At the time -of this visit he lea:mad that GUERRA
was en route from Cuba to France, together with his wife and child-

. ren, He atated as his belief that GUERRA was in the.Cuban diple-~
matic service. and stationed in Francé. GUERRA made no atatement as-
to the :sources from which the money Was collected. ' '

Frontenac atated that ‘he believed ‘that the- money covered
steamship passages. . From Monteiro's letter of July 30,.1942, he
gained the impreassion that Monteiro had advanced funds to refugees
in Europe by reason of the knowledge that GUERRA had collected an
equivalent amount, . Frontenac does not believe that GUERRA is in any

. way comnected with Monteiro's business, ‘He was umable to state in
- what form the money was brought into the United States s. OT whet.her :
1t was declared by GMRA . . -

‘ : Frontanae Mquired of COOKS! 'bankers s ‘Thos, Gook and Son,

as to whether they thought that he could obtain.a license to.trans-

fer the funds to Lisbon without stating the names of the passengers.

They did not believe that a license would be granted and, hence, he .

did pot file an application.. Frontenac stated that he felt respons- -
- ible for the money and decided to lold it for Monteiro's account

‘possibly until after the war, - He held the funds in cash in his

hotel room. He filed no report on Form TFR-BOO on behalf of

‘Monteiro, a national cf Por'bugal : : .

: ‘ On October 6 1942, Frontenac paid $800. to himself out oi‘:
»Monteiro's funds aga.inst a total of appro:d.mately $2,400, ‘due him in
.commisgione. This amount of $800., was paid by him on. the same date
‘to Charles. Hill, the booking agent of COOKS, in settlement of Hill's -
504 share of cases referred from COOKS. This pa;yment was not made ,
under license. . o :

: On Oc:tober 10, 1942, Frontenac receivad a cable signeﬂ
"COMERGIO HISPANOLUSG“ reading, :I.n part, as f’cllowss o

M. WGULD APPRECIATE YOUR REGEIVING OUR. FRIEND EMILIO
NUNEZ AND TALKING OVER WITH HIM POSSIBILITIES FIFTEEN
HUNDRED R&SERVATIGNS PLEASE ADVISE S’I.‘OP o o .”,‘ '

- On- Octcber 24, 1942, Frontenac ‘was vis:lted by EBELIO NUNEZ, .
whose address is 60 Wall Street, New York City., NUNEZ showed a R e
" cable which asked him to contact: Frontenac in’ regard to $1500., : o
. "pegervations", Frontenac then paild NUNEZ $1500 ‘4n cash; Receipt -
of NUNEZ is annexed and: ma::ked Ebthibit BN, ' This- payment was made
without 1icense. , o

R L NY 9-2588
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As a.% "a.ttorney; who rapregg:g;&gh MonEeix}o g.n t& .. NAVEMAR
1 ady: iviged’ the ‘Writer on February 27, 1943, that’ this“amount,
was due’ it for hﬁs" ‘proi‘essianal services, a.nd that it was credited”
to Monteiro's: account . He stated that he is holding no. i‘unds in truat

: for Mon‘l:airo. o

&%.
i

In December, 1942, Frontenac paid to himself an ameunt of
_‘$100. against commissions due him,: InJ a.nuary ?1943 1
-gelf g mrther amoun‘t of $100. again 1t hia c’sd‘i’n"missiens.
* ‘ﬁﬁ:}iﬁf’gﬁ “%@ ?‘%iac"r parted
gthe fact.s regardin, ) 5005 g émente .-
. therefror 1, to, the, Feda al‘-Rese' Vem mas, ,advised
gthat H&“ S‘s‘ﬁ“ould “ﬁapos”i the "’bal%né‘éﬁ" ﬁe. 00, blocked“a.d”‘c‘bunt,
‘ "o’ the‘ e‘tii“ b sements already made;

The. National Safet.y Bank and Tmst Compm,

“38tn»strea§
L L B “‘

.
§

SR 25

% E S Y bg ncﬁp_n;pelled ,
é . ;:' wj?ﬁm the rf:,pr

5 g

% : 3 'OGK'S has ehdeavored AR
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TREASL‘JRY DEPARTMENT S
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION o | E
to  Fleld Investigative Staff, Room 614 . FORWARDED . f o

for ap‘:;ropr::*a actf
To I 2 SN

Date....rv’?‘&f;a VA2~

& f‘ORhtG% i .J:‘f:i} ..m.ﬂ?OL
Investigaliva ‘“—“"ilOﬂﬁ‘S/é

FROM 'Gvdghpliar.xce Review Section

Re: . Jean ‘Frontenac
- Hotel Martinique
- Herald Square, New York

364 93rd Street
Brooklyn,; New York

3 Information has besn recgived that Armarido de Souza Monteiro of
Lisbon, Portugal wrote ’oo sub,]ect on Oct.ober 19, 1942 and referred to an

_license , there is no indioation that the “inv :i'vehtion fee" was includ
"in eéach respac’oive lmense. . ; e

§ Writer further refers t,o a very good personal contact in Fra.nce R
* i.e. the Portuguese Minister.in. Vichy, Prof. C. da Matta, who is a persen-g;
,al friend of 'ﬁriter Be

In a cgmunication from Mon'beiro to a}zb:jec:tii- dated June 19, 1942'"

: fon of his having received
: ,ed to hand ‘over to subject'

336461
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> :a8ce] complete and detailed deacrip«- ‘an «a.nd
Jrub pf.' vthe £inancial transactions batween
.and thé means’ whereby they were- effected, with particular

A‘ho the "Banker li‘r:i.er.:(i’t above referred ’vta.
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DRAFT - - | | | I JFLewis

“Mr.. W, Ritchie,. Second - Secretary,
British Embassy,

Waehington, D. C.
. My dear Mr Ritchle.
| .~ In enswer to your. inquiriee dated Jenuary 20th and. Aprdl 13, 1943
_(TF. 52 and TF. 270) for information regarding the activitlies of Jean B,
‘Frontenac and. Armando de. Souza Monteiro in connection with Thomae Cook & Son,
the following: may be of- interest to.you. . '
Ve were: informed that Jean B. Frontenac wae born in Switzerland
and is a naturalized citizen of the United Statee. Since 1918 he’ hae been
engaged in the tourist bueinees. For approximately eight yeare prior to 1939,-
he was employed by Thomae Cook & Son-JWagone-Lits, Inc., 587 Fifth Avenue, New .
York City, hereinafter referred toas "Booke" He resigned from Cooks in 1939.
" but was re-employed by them .on Jannary 2, 1941. He again resigned on October
9, 1942 and on October 12, 1942 he commenced his current employment with the
Australian Wer Suppliee Procurement Bureau, Frontenac‘s employment with Cooks
ceased- October 9th, but he has not yet completely severed hie relationehip with
them. He st111 lends aeeistance in handling cases which were formerly -in his
chnrge and are still pending. ‘ ‘ ' |
Frontenac‘s employment with Cooks involved refugee\traffie; From

correepondence, it would appear that payments of ransom sums were made in

. T T R

oy J—

connection with the intervention procedure for each reepective refugee paseenger.

“ij“thm both Frontenac and Cooks dealt w1th agente in Portugal and Switzerland in

o cases involving refugees in Holland and occupied France. Licenses obtained by
Cooke authorize the remittance of funds for traneportation end maintenence but

there is no. mention therein of the item covering the "intervention fee” an

e o Lt omemnni e L e A

(Ep]
(%)
N
Y
feae
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-2 -
expresaion ‘which recurs throughcut the correspondence. Thesé licenses, ﬁcre-
over, do not waive the: proviaions of General Ruling No, ll‘ .
R On September 10, 1942, Frontenac recelved $10,500 in United States -
| currency from Florencio Guerra of - Cuba, on behalf of Armando de Souza Monteiro, |
Frontenac's agent in Por%ugal. Frontenac hasg. filed no report on Form TFR-BOO
and, without banefit of- Treaaury license therefor, has made aeveral payments
“to himself, as commissions, and to one Emilio Nunaz, upon 1netructions from,
‘Monteiro,'amountingcto $g,500,¢-Thetbglance of’$8,000 hasfbeen in a blockedr
éccount since_FebruaryﬁZO,f19433 _‘; | o
Frontenac is presently aeeking to secure a retroactive 1icense for
the abova described paymenta..” V
Nc evidence was found which would indicate that Frontenac had any
‘ knowledge of the identity of the "Banker friend" i

| o S t 336465
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”lized i' 1918 and since then has been 1n the tourist bustnéaa ﬁoing em5
g & = C Fam wight sk %ww%%w*mmn
Ea has spent some 15 years

'='n&oyed'by Thomas Gookksons from 1930 to 1939

been uutside the Uhitea States e

.
SR B

L2

unti 1

his Lisbon agent and from then

’-mf» e *9’ sl **eegx‘f

wireuhaner

On- the same day,suhject urote Monteiro etating ‘that, any dealings with

‘ﬁﬁyments could be depoéitad here. (p.lﬂ)

S | 556466
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‘ On May 27 subject wrote Monteiro that ”Qooks is trying to. arranga
to have the fund ¥ ' '

of ref{’”ee ,’_‘from Holland kept in Kew York '

i &;:«f"

R v i'-, e
On June 19 Mont ro wgote "We

"f e T %,

o On JulyhBO letter from Monteiro to Frontenac”stating?”Mr.AGuarro;wﬁll k‘\‘g ‘if
's"/“ Y o ‘\ .
’j send you from Guba $10 500 to meet paymant of aeveral passages weﬂhave advanced )

. A o U . ) ‘ /‘/ :

\ (Exhiqwl“ of Report) SR s MM_M___”.M,_. .

On Auguat 24 letter from Subject to Honteiro stating that Holland
refugae business at a standstill can 't contact refugee withoux breaking law-~

and asking about a contact man in Unoccupied France.

On September 2& Monteiro repliea to subject's letter of September 11,

'mé‘

.& copy of which.we do not have.. In it he asks whether ?500 f}gterventiqn.fee

was covering any ransom money. (p. 13 of Report)

Cooks withdrew from refugee businass in September, 19h2 (p. 1h of.

e -

On' September 10 Guerro gave subject $10 590 in currency 1n TOOm e£

the Pennsylvania Hotel HNew York.

C ‘2_ w

356467
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- On Octo‘ner 2y subject paid l?unea on present'ation by Nunez of ca‘ble .

" In December eub,ject ;paid himself $100. On Janua.ry subject pa.id

i Lo - S AR S M FOPS SO coERLE Ly B

‘naeelr $100. T

VIGI:AK‘IGES

Sub,ject fa.iled to file TRR-}OG': though .‘ne knew money came from

Portug&l .

Subject made five' paymnta“without licenaes. h

§fé‘d’bﬁ'sly referréd and on Ja.nugry 20 a.z;d again on Apjril.l)’, asking if we had
found any mo’r‘m‘m es to identity of MHanker” Piand." In ‘s Totter of
January 19 'che Em’bsssy stated that all of l‘rontenac s lettera "were dated ‘before
the announcement condemning this ’cra.ffic and 1t seema more tha.n 111m1y that

" Frontenac was not actually up in uincere intant.

I N

[ ——

T - - . 336468


http:April.13

DEClassifed ] 1RGO gz 0
t FU“O’!’Y_M_é/Q;— ‘ Entry E;'I;veié ;f‘g 1 o
el 0 || File Uy $-267 |

e e e

P Re't; 3039 Baum, . ;: Vgl R :'L-,kt
. *Bogota,Colombia. '

Inveetiga‘eive Report: XY h-2516 e

dated I&arch 2,” 19&3‘.“"’

) .u,..,.Toae Banm, allegedly a: Dolombianxcitizen,n raaidesmin

Bogota Oolomb:la. His personal antecedents and. businese baokground .

4are discusaed 1!1 greatar datail 1n Iﬂ' '{-2!&97 Lol s b Y e
' 3‘ hie e ¥ ar“.m ’ N

\ BASIS ‘Ol‘ IEWESTIMION'

A Nsw York Field Office 1nvastigs.tor whila emining Baum's

file at thérlocal: Genaorahip ‘Station in connection:with another: 1nvest1-

gation; uncovered inférmation which indicated that one" Wulie Weisbecker,

of-25;Nestili3rd: Street, New York:City, might:have: had an interest in an

account meintained by '.Ba.um with Oarl M, Loeb, Rhecades & Company, 61
Broadway, New York City., Two German nationals 8iegfried Schaefer and -
Kaste Schaefer (who resided in Nice, France) hold a power-of-attorney
over this sccount, ,

An invastigatioh wae requested to determine if Weisbeoker did,

in fact, have an interest in the above-mentioned account,

_SUMMARY:

" licensed German nationsl had bsen cormunicating with Baum with respect
to the account in the name of the latter at Carl M. Loed, Rhoades &

~ Company, a New York brokerage honse. This accougt is actually: the*
property of Siegfried Schaefer, & Garman Tefnges of Jewrish’ extracticn,
whose last known residence was Nice, France, Since. Schaefer and ‘his
wife both hold a power-of-attorney over this amccount, it, aocoré.ing to

& Mr, Bernstein of the a.bove-mentioned brolcerage firm. has been bleoked

Weis'becker stated that he had. no interest in tnis account and
' that his correspondence with Jose Baum was carried on aolely in connection:
 with the efforts which he had beéen making to arrange.for the emigration

of Schaefer and his wife from France to the United Btatas in the latter

part of 191t1.

The 1nveat1ga.tion disclosed that Willie Weis‘beckar, a generally

P
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APPROVEL FOR INVEST gm s CAEERAL .
ghief Field Inveyt msrs,f .
Saﬁhiﬂgtun, ...,5 T

o Jamary 12, 1943

Mr. Theadm He. Bal}., ﬁcting G—hief, ‘Pleld msti@tiw Staff, fFO,. Fmahingtan
mu Char&w Re Clark, Fleld Invaatigatam ma, W@, Rew York clty

ing asgets in kds m whwh are the. mmty of the

&}uhnafarm
SUMMARY 3
p
"Saild eccount and eech par% of i‘bé>-t;elonga
, ?WAQBE@ exolusively to my frierd iy, Siegfr
mammm o ‘Schaefer at present residing 6 Fne mgm 3

@."'9{ R in ¥ice, Prance, for vhom I (3@36 Btmm) am:
P eenne et holding such acoount in trust®,

1,494:3...
mog_.& mpm on Forn TFR 300 was filaﬁ by cwx M. Loaeb,

FUNDS GO:“ Rhoades & Co. for the Beum accoumt in which it is ine
ve 30ctioN>5 8 Atoated that both the Schasfers hold a power
‘ over this account. A lir, Bornstein.of the brokemge
firm stated that this account was blwm because of
- these wwarmormttormy. ’

" REGOMMENDATIONS  An investigation to determine 'tm ummmhip of the .
. “sssets contained in Jose WW with Carl M. .

i—.oéaﬁresﬁ kD cp .
HECEIABIL

fmarde&z A '  Yinge
ORIGINAL & . OOPIES
!o Enforoenent Bcctien

.......’::73}....? «&....... %fﬁ

~Rapm?oemmﬁ.mﬂ Aoting in Charge
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Field Office at

Report of Agént

Respectfully forwarded APPROVED:
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{oNFIDENTIAL REPORT

FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL
INVESTIGATIVE SECT]ON

New York, N. Y. | o  Dawe MAR2-1943
Willian 4. Mugent ~  Report No. NY 42576 i
Bl-U=O2E7l i

REFERENCE :

. SYNOPSIS:

- Willie ?Jen.sbecker is a general]y license& German natlonal.

WANSRD

FOREIGY TURDS CONIR OL
2563 Broadway, New York
‘REcter 2-7373 i
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Bogota, Columbia,
and others,

JOSE BAUM,

Department memorandum of Jamary 12, 1943, in which
Mr. Vincent J, Clayton of this off:.ce stated that a

review of the file of Jose Baum at the Office. of

Censorship in New York indicated that Willie Weicbeeker

of 25 West 43rd St., New York City, wrote to Baum on
September 9, 1942, and requested him to sign an enclosed
statement with reference to the account maintained in
-Baum's name at Carl M, Loeb, Rhoades & Company, 61 Broadway,
New York City. An investigation to determine the interest
of Willie Weisbecker in the account in question was

requested.

He states that he has no interest in the account

name of Jose Baum at Carl M, Loeb, Rhoades & Company. This
« - account is really the property of S:Legfried Schaefer of
Nice, France, on whose behalf Weisbecker was endeavoring

. to. arrenge immigration matters in this country.

" requested him to forward a statement acknowledging the :
title of Siegfried Schaefer to the .account so that the

financial responsibility of Schaefer could be demonstrated
to the satisfaction of the United States authorlties.

of his effart to help the Scbaefers immigrate to
States he wrote to Jose Baum in Bogota, Columbia,

(FURTHER REPRODUCTION NOT AUTHORIZED)

in the

‘As part
the United
and

16~~266641 GPO
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Subj8ctiori this 1nves 'tigatie'
- Yelepbeoner: as evidhme .

Ty e

: o : gust’ §ri- g Y L
q *grationrvisaiunder\tﬁe GER TN’ q

'-:appl gtion:for final citizenship papers is now pending. ‘Hé is a

law student ;n the gfflce of Toblaswand Keppler,
) “*N’ﬁ*‘cr i i @ :

J@SE“B&UM*
ffi@ﬁa“of Weisbe“kbr

IEGFRIED SCE&QEE@ is a German-Jewish}refugee in Iice,%
"1 8 Py 18 Dokt 4

% CCol ok P u
’b%én“held“for ‘chaefe,;

Welsbecker stated that his corresponde%ce with'

- with respect to ‘the. account in the hame of . the 1atter at Gaxrl M. o
" Loeb, Rhoades & Company, was. carried on’ solely dn connection with

the efforts which Weisbecker was meking at that’time in the matter

©of the innigration of the Schaefers to the United States.

'JweBmm;y

A
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RRCE R ;Inlthe fcreg01ng connection Wexsbecker stated that he had
written:to-Jose Baum-at:the. request of: Schaefer"for the purpose of
getting%Baum to:sign.a: statement ‘to sthe . effectfthat the account at
oeb, “Rhiocades & Company was; the propertyof Slegfrled Schaefer,

© 80 théi he could submit this statewent to the Ammigration authorlties ‘

‘V‘as evidence -of the flnancial responsmbllity of ochaefer.

- a letﬁer dated Septemoer 14, 1941, addreﬁsed to Beisbecker by bchaefer.
~Thxs is submltted b@ Wemsbecker as evidence of the fact that he was

- to: the fac: that Jose Baun is & close:fy ; @ r and “that the
. ‘latter makes. reference to the account, 3
- of Schaefer. Co :

Attached to this report as Exhibit “B“ is s translatlon of
a letter dated October 31, 19¢l, which was written by Weisbecker to
Jose Baun in Bogota, Columbla. It will be noted that in this 1etter _
Weisbecker asks Baum to give him a staterent 1ndicating that the
‘account in his name at Carl M. Loeb Rhoades ‘ Comnan; is the property
of Slegfrled Schaefer. : : ,

Attached to this report as Exhibit nen 13 a translation of
& lettér dated November 21, 1941; which was wrltten by Jose Baum to
Welsbecker. In this letter Baum declined to glve the statement to
Weisbecker for reasons which he sets fcrth. : oo .

‘ &ccording to Weisbecker, no infcrmation has been received
from Jose Baum since his letter of November 21, 1941, He states that

he does not know the present situation of the Schaefers in. France, and

that he had received no. recent information from. them., As'a consequence
he has dropped the matter of their immlgratlon to this country. '

- WILLIAN A. NOGNT, ;ilveéfi%? .
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Encloswes : ‘ - 5 '
Exhibit ngn . . Letter dated Sep‘bember 14, 1941
Exhibit "B" - Letter dated October 31,1941 - = = . .
Exhibit "CY - Let‘oar dated November 21 N 1941 L

Distribution: ' T ' )
Original and 3 copies, F.F .C., Washing‘bon, D.C.
1 copy,. F.R.B., New York, N Y., (Mr Shemood)

e ort. cross-—indexed unders o ' “E‘ D -
'S |0 SCHAEFER, Siegfried - Nice, France; 1= W
W2 2 | WBISEECKER, Willie - 25 TWest 43rd Stn'eet, New Yark G:Lty
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myVParls home.‘~

‘1, Never 'active in politics.« Never:sentence@g testiﬁoniglg of character

- from Paris and Rerlin available. Never belongégbzg é~ 13

i never was. 1n the ViS.A. -

Log : firmel :
.fqr@agd. We both have power 0&‘attorney over . the account of our best

friend Jose Baum, Bogota, Columbia., Apartado Aereo 3859, who+is .of ;
. Colombian nationallty. (Your wife" kncrs this friend fron Meran).A':7

- This. account is, when we are there,.at’ ougwfngggdisp‘ L iy
j;therei‘are make our 1mmigration easier, ‘Tn case in this" regard anything
- should. stlll be necessary, our. friend Baum will send all requ;red :

‘ & # RS ' e A1l LS e elley, -
.  only superficlally, through busin_> M. Joseph of the’ fzrm 08by
I (Kate) have a very rich. cousin (born American): Horace R. Lippran,
do not- have - the address of. hlS residence,
. his parents 1ive in theirmdwnxhou“" 3331 -St. Johns Ave, - Uncle

~ dead, aunt’ probably algo, .- Uncle was. fcunder ‘and’ proprietar of ‘the ~

. Independent Drig Co, and I sasstume ‘that my cotisin is his: successor
‘there, I addressed two letters for ny cousin to this company in May
and’ August of this year,- but bave received mo answér as yet. . However,
. letters are oftén lost, I asked:my cousin whé visited us in 1925 in-
‘Berlin for an. Affidavit, and that e mlght get in touch w1th Senatar
about this, ’ : : Lo

We hope that you, dear Doctor, can- find out his exact

address and inform him- that you will now occupy yourself with our
problem and ask him for an’ affidavit. ‘He “has. not' the dates and
. declarations necessary for it, yet. Should it hot come. off rlght .
. about the Affidavit, we request you to apply about. this ‘to our. friend '
‘Baun who, hes ‘good conncctions in the UiS.A. and will, certainly help

us.,. Unfortunately, we. can hardly correspond with him since thew
. ,magority of the ‘letters have been. losty: = We 1 on
agein that naturally a1l expenses arlsing"of the" Giver of the Affldav1t

‘ whlch they w1sh ‘to bill you with as our representatlve shall be pald by us.k

L ]
Ly )
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Furthermore you can give the givers‘ of the Affidavit the assurance
that we shall never need to make a claim on them for money. In
order not to lose any time, please correspond with us as well as
with Baum by airmail. - In case it is necessary, Baum would also
send a written declaration in which he obligates himself not to
withdraw anything from the account concerned., - We hope we have not
~ forgotten anything and that thanks to your proficiency shall very
soon see each other again. We rejoice already about the promsed '
Brldge with ycu and send'all of you many kind regards. o '

Iour ‘Schaefers -
My dear Weisbeckers, Since nw m.fe has alreacld told you everything s

there remain for us only kind- regards. Please send you:- letter to
Sena’cor.

(signed) Siegfried Schaefer

Our ﬁ':Len& Eduard Magnus c¢/o Ullmann & Davidson 1265 Broadway, ‘
New York City can: pOSulbl:,’ be. of help to ,rou for our 2 Affldavits.

i 2 e ot e et
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 EXHIBIT M.

L L L ';,_'25 West 43rd Street,
e T New York City,
‘Dro W. Weisbecker, = . .. . " .0 givigeyoctober 31 1941“
el Jose Bawi O s
; : «.~B030ta, Columbia, P e e il
£ E S T S o
z Re: Schaefer Visa . .. - S -
Dee.f'fe}:cf Baum'
' I am worklng on’ the visa. matter far &r. and ﬂrs Schaefer' o

"of whom I an alsc a personal frlend. “;ml“nLHf-»\ ,&vlf,‘Q R

T T e e T e e

e e

o "f Since Mr Schaefer offlciallj has 1o, money here I need
for it two. guarantees, 1" had one prepared for Dr, Senator, your
friend Kasin wanted to. give the other, 'As. -you will have learned-. . ;
'»<in the meantime, he suddenly became ill, was operated-on,. and dieds - i
At first his wife appeared to be ready to give the Affidavit in @ - ;
- 'place. of her: hugband, but after several reminders I received today g
from her: and/ar her’ atterney a 1etter of refusal, A relative of =~ -g
" Mrs..Schaefer in Jackscnv1lle ‘to_whom I had already written previously ‘g
about an Affldavzt, gave me no answer at’ all. : So. unfortunately, it )
- is impessible for we to apply for the visa in Washlngton. o il
The transfer of the account at Loeb fron your name to that %
.of. Mr Schaefer is not practicable. The government would have to ;
give its” perm1831on for it and this we would never get - far the i

purpose of the transfer of the account to the name of a German. So
.I request the fellcwing of you. B » : o

Give a sworn declaratlon before the TeSe Consul in Bogota
stating that the account is not your prcperty but belongs to lir. Schaefer.
In connection with it state’ that you are a Colombianj that for reasons

- which you solel; would have to explain, the account was set up in your

- namej: that Mr. Schaefer has power of" attorney to have 1t at his- dlsposal,

. and that you will transfer it to him &s ‘soon as he has’ immigrated to the
'UuS.Ae In connection with that-the history of the account must be
_fdescribed a bit and 1f possible an extract of acconnt must be enclosed.

. R .
BT IR S e iy e e e e e
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The declaration must be made: 1n.English I do not know

' the hiétary of the account otherwise I would have drawn up the .

declaration for you, . Should you not come back, write me all details
in German; I shall send you the affidavit back in English; naturally
it will be quicker if you draw it up without my coopération. Please

send me also a letter addressed to the firm Loeb that -the firm should'

glve me every desxred informatlon about the account.

I hope, although I am not certaln ﬁf it, that I. get “the

'stated declaratzon for the guarantees done.

I am, very respectfully,; .

CYours truly,

my w1fé was - with you in Neran in 1936 and has 1nstructed me “to give

you her regards. At that tmme we stlll lmvea in Palestlne.

D U.-.

e

JENSERE
—_— > -'.m,g xx wmg\:‘
336480
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT Forbiow TURPS CONTROL

262 Broadway, New York

INTER ormca commumcmnor« REctor 2 73’*’ 3

- ' E:
mz:rxomgm FOR IIWFSTIGATIOI\: ¥ !
DA Tanuary 12, 194-3 ?

ajl -~ ¢ -0 o?é"

TO a‘&r. Theodore H. Ball, Actlng Cna.ei‘, Tield Investigative ¢ taﬁ‘, irg, wsn:mg_;ton

FRoM lir. Charles R. Clark, Field Investigati?e Unit, ¥FC, New York C:.ty

| L L £BD ! . (
SUBJECT: . B 50 Jose 3aum, ' : CO/ ({?h
S Iéo 1egfr1ed and Kaete chaefir, Nice, France. q ‘g’ ¢
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: Offlce of Censorship, Hew York, N. Y. , // 24 /¥3

A review of Jose Baum's file at that office, in

b connection with another investigation (NY 7-2497),

) disclosed information to the effect that he is hold-
: ’ ing assets in h:o.s name which are the property of the

: Schaefers. - w 212
"f SUIMMARY 2 . ’ According to the :i.zrrt.,erceli‘“C WILLTE WiISBECKER, 25
West 43 Street, New York, N, Y., wrote to Baum on )z 9

o _ . September 9, 1942, requesting him to sign an enclosed
: ' ‘ statement which referred to an account in Baum's name
-maintained with Carl If. Loeb, Rhoades & Co., 61 Broad-
way, New York, N. ¥, This statement read in part, as

~ follows: - ‘ A

' "Sgid account.and each part of it belongs : e
exclusively to my friend ¥r.. Siegfried .= -
‘Schaefer at present residing 6 Rue Guz.gl:m. :
in Nice, France, for whom I (Jose Baum) am’.
holdlng such account in trust®,

A report on Form T R 300 was u.led by Cerl M. Loeb,.
Rhoades & Co. for the Baum account in which it is in-.
dicated that both the Schaefers hold a power«-of-»autorne,,r
over this account. A Mr. Bernstein of ithe brokerage
firm stated that this account was blocked because of

. these powerg~of ~attorney. :

)

RECOMVE IE&TION‘ An investigation to determme the ownersh:.p oi‘ the.
assets contained in Jose Baum's, account with Cerl M.
meb, Rhoades & Co., glso, whether Teisbecker knew .
of the true owmership of these funds and failed to

< report wuch on form TFR 300. Weigbecker's present in-
te:c‘est in this ac“oun‘t should lz.l’eu:.se be ascer‘halned. :

Respectfully forwardeds . : Vlncen‘b J. Cl - Iny sugauor.

SRS

PPty

S

CHARLES-R-CIATK,

'uL - Treasury nepresentatlve s Actwo' in Charge. . B - ‘ o
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The subject is a Germen refugee, Tel ‘
Swixzerland.“ He iswa writeg_pg,prqfqap;on.‘whn“3v o

PRI T

FASIS DF INVESTIGATION’»

- e It was, renorted that the subject as sought to t rensfer valuable
paintmngs to the United ‘States. An invest gation was Tequedted to'
ascertain the extent to which Mrs, Katherine Ve;st—Wollheim, residing ot

19 Yest Beth qtreet NEw York G*ty,'

The subject with'hie sidter-in-law, Kdtherine Feist-Wollheim, is
~the: joint owner of .2, collectlon ofAvaluable p}ﬂtures, w%iﬂh he succeeded -

payments to the
was indebted.
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' CON'!‘IDBNTIAL REPORT

-~ FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL ~ FOZT CICN FUNDS CONTROL

I e e st

~ ' 253 Broadway, New York i
INVESTIGATIVE. SECquN REctor 2.7373 | f
#Ficld Office at ~ New York, N. Y. . .« <. .~ Dae MAR101943

Report of Agent ?iilbm' L. Loughran .

. chort No. NY'8‘2545 - ull
g ,f g b

~ SYNOPSISs - Although two of the paintings in queat.ion reached the
© . 9w . United:States: in August, 1940, prior;to.the effective. -
40 lidate of the:Executive: Order:for:Switserland, since that
S ~ time: no- further: deliveries: of.paintings from; the.subje ect .
T presently reaiding in Switzerland, have been received

1 Respectfilly. forwm:ded APPROVED
|
i
' Gomplianee Review Sectio S B
,1 1942, requasting mfomtion ‘of KATHERINA FEIST-WGIJJE)IM [
‘ ~  'and DR. MAX HABICHT, regarding the transfer of certain § o
‘ - valuable' paintings:by-DR.: HANS%FEISI’-WBILHEIM of . Zurich, ‘ b
4! o Switzerland, to the United Sbataa.w ; : -

" Efforts: have:been. made; qhawevar, to.effect-a transf,er -
‘of ‘pietures to.this: coumtry;: but, without success.. The.:
subject. is: ‘disposing:of, whatever: pictm'es he gan.in ;
 ‘Switgerland and ¥e transferring: to:MRS. KATM g
v 0 - FEIST<WOLLHEIM, wifevof-a ;brother“of he, subject and
1ot hedrotola 'PAfty percent;imterest: in. t , paintings, her-
-+ <« ghare .of the .proceeds of such sales. '.I‘he accmulated
o funds transferred, amounting to epproximately §$200. a
' “month, have :been used to. ‘cover 1iv:1ng expemses -of. MRS
BRI -FEIST in this comtry. D O A S

,/

" ~The: sa.lea oﬁ paintings 1n Switzerland have been mada
. ST . with the express pemissien of the Swiss ‘authorities
‘ ‘ and the funds are received through the Swiss Bank Corp.,
" New:York; by:MRS,FEIST,: whois; >
' ?

g national :ander G. L.

e R
B I

i : ‘ (FURTHER REPRODUCTION NOT AUTHORIZED) 10200641+ apO
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DR, FEIST-WOILEEIM

On February 19, 1943 and subsequently, the undersigned

_ interviewed DR, MAY HABICHT, 26 Exchange Place, New York, N. Y.
MRS. KATHERINA FEIST-WOLLHEIM, 19 West 68th'Street, New York, N. Y.,
was interviewed at the office- of the Foreign Funds - Contrel, 253
Broadway, New York, N. Y.

!

L !
Interview with Mrg. Katherina FeietJWollhgim:

' MRS. FEIST-WDLLHEIM, when questioned as to whether she or
her brother-in-law had succeeded in getting any plctures into the.
United States; stated that none had ‘come-through since August, 1940,

. She further stated that HANS' FEIST-WOLLHEIM, her brother-in-law,
had tried to get & visa to come to ‘the United States with her paint-
ings, but that the application was rejected. Why this visa was
denied, she was not able to state. = . a '

Mrs.‘Feiet explained ‘that the collection of art paintinge
belonged to the subject and to her late husband, & brother of the
subject. They hed inherited it from their family. Mrs. Feist~Wollhelm
came into possession of her husband's share of the collection when
he dled, upon his release from a German concentration camp. - The couple
was obliged to leave part of thé collection in Germany to pey off
- obligations contracted there, and the" balance of the pictures were
_ removed to Switzerland

Mrs. Feist etated that ghe entered into a written agree-
‘ment with the subgect while in Switzerland, by which she was to re- '
~ ceive $200 a month contingent upon the sale of the pictures. Meanwhile,
the subject acted as trustee for-her- share of the collection. Both
- 'the subject and. Mrs. Feist - Wsﬁonah]y ‘would like to bring these
paintings to the United States, but an application fer a license or
visa to do so has been denied : _ v

Mrs. Feist also stated that she and her brother-in-law were
German Jews, and that she entered into the United States on August 9, -
1941, under an immigration visa issued by the American Consul at-
Zurich, Switzerland, on June 11, 1941, she mede -application for her
first papers on August 12, 1941. - o a .

. The sale of these pictures in Switzerland is made with the
permission of the Swiss authorities and the fumds derived from such
sale due to Mrs. Feist, when received, are used eiclusively to cover
her living expeneee in this country. ,
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Interview th Dr, Max Hebichts

Dr, Habicht statsd ‘that to the best of his knowledge, the
subject hed not shipped any paintings to this country end that he, :
Dr. Hebicht, only acted on behsalf of the subject's sister-in-law,
‘Mrs. Katherine Feist-Wollheim. -Insofar as the paintings were con- ‘
cerned, he knew very little about them and could be of no assistence
to the mdersi@ed '

= £,
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Customs Informationg

Reference is made to a memorandum in the files of this of- !

fice addressed to the Supervising Customes Agent, New York, dated b

July 18, 1942. This memorandum was written by Robert A, Stewsart, .

U. 8. Secret Service Agent, relative to efforts of HANS FEIST~WOLLHEIM

" to secure & visa to the United States through one KARL AUSTRIAN of the

firm of Austrian and Lance, and also to efforts by DR, HANS FEIST=- : !

' WOLLHETM to smuggle paintings into the United States involving one : )

DR. ALFRED ROSENFELD, in care of the A. E. B, American Corp., 61 ‘
Broadway, New York, N. I. =& A - 3oy

On June 24, 1942, Mr, Stewart personally interviewed DR. i
ALFRED ROMEY, formerly known as YDR, ALFRED ROSENFELD." At the time
of this interview Dr. Romey stated thet in 1940, he did receive
through proper channels, two small pa:!.ntings from Dr. Hans Feist-
Wollheim, and that the latter was heavily indebted to the Amsterdamsche
Effekten Bank, with which orgenization Dr. Romey has been connected.
Romey added that subsequently Dr. Hans Feist-Wollheim had written , i
concerning the forwarding of additional paintings to pay off his . |
debt, but that the Amsterdamsche Effekten Bank had never encouraged
him in this matter, and that it had no desire or use for any further
paintings. Romey further stated that insofar as he knew, no such
paintings were now en route to the United States from Dr. Hans !
Feist-Wollheim. In Romey's opinion Dr. Feist-Wollheim is mentally ‘ ‘ -
unbalenced, and Romey would place absolutely no credence in anything .y
whieh Dr, Feist-Wollheim might say or write, _ o o

‘ ?"/.:
N

|

. -WILBUR L. IO nveﬁ:gator
Distributions ‘ .
Orig. and 3 copies, F. ¥, C., Washington, D. C.
1 copy F. R. B., N. Y., (Mr. Shemod) S

-3 ' . NY-8-2545
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Report cross-indexed under: b
v
J” ;2.3 0 FEIST-WLLHEIH Katherina,’ 19 West 681:11 St oy New York, N. Y,

HABICHT, Dr. Mex, 13 0 26 Exchan lge Place, New York, N, Y,

E ] RONEY, Dr, " fred (Dr. Alfred Rosenfeld) ) I 5o
f PR "Mﬁ“ém'wlmed Romey) ) roadway,
A25/ )2 0 New York, N, ¥,
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‘ Docket No..&./.;i ‘; ~

TREASURY DEPARTMENT APPROVED FOR INVESTIGATION - %
- : o ‘Chief,Field Investigative staf?
INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION | Wauhington, Do G

MEMORANDUM FOR INVESTIGATION
- | DATE BE@ 24 }942

. Field Investizative Staff
TO . Room €14

*"PROM Compliance 2eview Section

Re: Dr, Hans Feist-Wollkeim,
Urban Hotel, -
Zurieh, Switzerland. ,
S . 'aiw:«;f%a;ﬁ

\

¥We have recyzved 1n*\rwmt10n tiat the sublect has sougnt
to transfer valuable 3aintings to the United States. It is re-
guested that his sister-in-law, Katharina Felﬁt~ﬂollheim, 19 West
- 63th Street, New York City, and his lawyer, Dr. Max Hablcht 30
leroad Strest,.liew York City, be asked if they know if ‘the. subgect o
‘has susceedea in. sending any plotures -to this country. If either . -
" of these people have been acting in the subject's behalf, they - !
~,,should. be asked to give an account of such activities. If any
“pictures: are now here, it should be ascertained whether these are
now blocked and whether appropriate Treasury licenses were obtained,

FORWARDED
for ag‘mra;{;rmmccﬂm ‘

Dm@.

Co lnvsg.:r‘a ve 8 ation, :
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE. FILES

o mrch 29. 19’43 -
" Res ¢ %;; gmhowa@ L ’/ ; o
Isaac Genack G—'bla / / %//“/2"3
© 39-13 47th Street; /‘é;:
" Long Island Gity, o
 FNew York,

Invaatigative Beport ¥Y 2-21188
dated Februsry 20, 19u3. o) 2o :::.» $§ f

HISTORY:

~ The subject was born in Poland on January 15, 1908, and -
studied there until 1925 when he went to Palestine to study Jewish
and Biblical Science. Subsequent to the depression in Paleetine in
1929, he became & partner with his brothers, Simon and Sidney, in a
diamond cutting factory under the name of Genachowski Brothers, 59 :
;ahameriniere -Street, Antwerp, ;Belg:lum, with & oapita,l of approximtely
000,00, ‘

BASIS FOR IMSTIGAEION:

. The invastigation was reqnested to ascertain 1f the subject
wes a diamond desler in Antwerp and also whether the items declared
by him to the United S'satea Customs in Mi.am:l. Florida are his- sole
proparty. :

SUMMARY :

The f£irm of Gonachowski :Brethers, of Antwerp, Belgium, engaged ,
in contract diamond~sawing for various diamond firms and it so developed

- that in 1936 they employed about 40 men to operate 600 dlamond-sawing

machines and the factory was valued at approximately $20,000, On
September 22, 1936, the subject married Rosa Matsz, His mlfe'e -dowry

of $5,000,00 and a wedding gift from her uncle, Mr. Israel Matz,
President of Ex-La.x Company, Brooklyn, New York, was used as capital
for the diamond business, From 1937 to 1939 they processed and sold
diamonds and in 1940 when Belgium was invaded by the Germane, the assets
were equally divided between ths brothers and each smuggled his share
out of Belglum, After aevera.‘l attempts to migrate and a brief detention
at a concentration camp near Cagablanca, the subject arrived in Havena,
Cuba, on September 27, 1942, where he declared his diamonds to the '
American Consul who prepared an invoice which is held, togsther with
the diamonds, by Customs in Miami, TFBE-1 for Sidney Genack, subject's
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P77 onsn ismigration vies and that ha' 1e operating a Mmﬁn‘l business
o under Tressury Iicemse at 15 W. 47th Street, New York, Haw York. ‘
smnay aenggk £1led ZFR-H2 on March'5, 1942, "

B

S et R s

'Ehe invesgtigative re) 'rt,b indic' tes that the :Usems were .the ... o
prOperty ‘of“or were*in ‘the Poss Brothers, I
It wes statod Shat on the morning of the German invasion ‘the diamonds ' -
‘weére colledtsd by the drothers and divided according to their respective
sharee in the, businesa. The three bdrothers mbseqnently mugigled their

) v o Mr Timbal, President of the diamon& ‘center, |
j‘heir {lés and contacted several individuals’ familiar with o
ma‘;.:w% M%&&n}wﬁ' 1 .wﬁo sta,jg;ed tha.tﬂ Genachowsicl Brothsrs '
ting and polishing firn and that it was impossible -
for Icl:o Genachowsm to have had sufficient funds to a.cqn.ire diamonds
valued at appggximately $25 000,00, Mr, ﬁmbal statod. that the

AT

wasﬁemfran,aan amonda. (156" : : ;_ |
8 18T recogmonded.
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORT
FOREIGN-FUNDS CONTROL.

INVESTIGATIVE SECTION REctor 2-7373
. ) . . .
Field Ofice st New York, N, Y. -~ pae FEB201943
Report of Agent 8 William E, Tague and John P, Gildea © Report No. NY 2-2/488

Respectfully forwarded APPROVED:

el LT

FCRIICN FUNDS CCONTIROL
253 Broadway, New York

New York, N. Y. /%9
and othars, '

REFERENCE: = Compliance Review Section's memorandum of November 16,
' 1942, requesting an investigation of the perscnal his-
tory of the subject to determine, if possible, whether
the diamonds declared to the U, S, Customs at Miami,
Fla,, are his sole property, and to verify the sub-
Ject!s contention that he was a diamond dealer in
Antwerp, Belgium, prior to the German invasion.

. SYNOPSIS: Doubt is expressed concerning the subject'!s contention

- . that he was a dlamond dealer in Antwerp., It would ap-
pear that he was rather a processor, or cutter and
polisher of rough stenes, and with his two brothers
operated a small establishment which received work on -
a contractual basis from diamond dealers.

Since the stones in question are reported to be small,
(20 stones to the carat) it is probable that they may
have been acquired by the subject dus to his assocla-
tion with the diamond markets. However, the possibility
exists that they are the property of others (possibly
now in the United States) and were smuggled out for
delivery upon his arrival in this country. The

further possibility exists that the gems were appropri-
ated by the GENACHOWSKI BROTHERS during the confusion

of the German invasion of Belgium,

It is the opinion of individuals familiar with the
diamond markets of Antwerp, that the subject and his

(FURTHER REPRODUCTION NOT AUTHORIZED) o 16—26664-1  GPO

RIS, g

o) 2~ o:&%fdy :L




A wm&%
EYWOL 1:pa Dzta 220;

FFC Iqu"-’{ ﬂ"v{
o 12 3»}‘91
Flle A/' \g 2#}?;5

;i w«ar«w &wbmth@gﬁﬁ’@}:x@ posseas suffioient funds of 'bheir ovm
B to have acqu:l.r 'khe amoun§ of diamonds which were

received\ $5, n@"“fro

Die TrRR
Ve undersign 8
v iy

- r remor
3‘3@“0 TFebort? i
«eles“’”?*th’"a*ﬁi

6
tmneoes«»

a.nd m 1. ““feltf%
g Some of the

‘c‘ussed hereinafter under, sepa~- -
At eng @’3&@ m‘*ﬁﬁ Tl JSM L

(Y]
L))
oL
m ..



11

G:z?'

G*?i@-/

-should they be A

- ccvoring t-he subject or. a,ny of h:!.s brothers,

OECLASSIFIED

Autsoniy MM%L_
WORL vz De!s‘ 220;

RG 13 |
Entry FFC I;,,e:;q,.f.,(

. File Ny g-2999
1Box 72
“’“‘“‘MM

-k

!

i

i
i

NY 456098} Bponv .

. re:: g b L
Thay were then secreted in the frames of eir luggage, and each smug-
©.gled his share out of Belglum, Oie brother: who now. is lmown as
S ' H-brought: his. diamonds: intof;;:h ;
‘them: to the:Customs:upon;his mival The ther,
GENACH 4 hag.now in- hist posseas n:: d: '

L e‘l‘he abeve-naned* SIDNE¥. GENACH vis, now-in busineaa at 2 Wes’o
47th Strest, New York City, as-.a "diamond “eutter, (It is understood

‘that a8 e diamond merchant, he is virtually unknown -in.the ‘New York

market,) Sidney is opera.ting under G. L. No, 42y - and the subject 13
empleyed by him at a 8a1ary o‘ $150 per week. S

« . Anatter rmation, concerning,the a; »
1eged smgg]ing oper ng 4 oi:vtha Genachowski -
brothers. ‘Both the. Balgia.n Gonaulate,,(}eneml's offme and the

Belgian Enbaasyi were. checked, but neither had any information on file
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' . N Timbal, Prasident of the’ “Diamond Oenter" contacted
several mdiﬂduels familiar with the diamand market in ﬁntwerp,

also consulted the files of the” "Biamond Genter'* He stated that
Genachowaki Brothers were a’ small cutting and’ polishing firm in.
Antwerp, but that’ they had at no time been diamond merchants. - When

- Informed of the amount of diamonds ‘the- subject. had’ decla.red, and

which he claimed to be his property, Timbal'stated that it was im- =
possible, even with the rising dlamond market, for Genachowski to have
had sufficient funds to.lave acquired’ ‘the‘amount of diamonds which he
claims, Timbal added that the three. brothers combined could not have
had sufficient capital to have pnrchased ‘the di‘amonds which the sub-
ject claims are his sole property, and that At is entiraly unreagon=
able to believe ‘that the sum total cla:l.med by the ‘three could have
been purchased with their oWn ‘money. 'Mr, Timbal advanced the. theory
that these diamonds had been in possession of the Genachowskl

brothers at the time of the invasion, and that there may have been an

.agreement with the true owners, to wits that if they were successful

in getting the diamonds to the United Statea, 'bhey would be entitled "
to a share, L o S . ‘ o

" The theory was advanced by Mr.. Hammon of the Fedeial- Reaerve
Bank, at whose instigation this invostigation origimted, that the ]

diamonds in question may have been purchased by the subject'at a
- nominal figure, and had since increased to their present value. The

subject stated that the dismonds were all quite small (twenty stomes
to the carat) and that diamonds of this slze had ‘not inereased in-
value, The value of ‘larger stones has risen perceptib]y, but that of
the ut:llitar:tan stones ‘has remined stati.enary ‘

0 Mr, Matz was 1nterviewed on February 1, 1943, at the office
of the Ex-lax Corporation, 423 ‘Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. He is'a
naturaligzed citizen of Ruasia.n-J ewish descent and is Preaident of the
above-named corperation. “A Dium & Bradstreet report in the files of
Naval Intelligence Unit, New York, contains the information that he
is a respected indiv:!.dnal and is qtﬂ.te wealthy. :

Detalls of Gifts 3 o .
It was stated in the interview that the sum of $5,000 was

givén to his nilece as a wedding present at the time of- her marriage
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to the snbjact“ Th.’g;s stg ;msnt 13 Ain afﬁ.davit fo\
5" further™s at ‘his ‘, ,
ons’ of  family relationship, ‘and svch aid*as He has’ i¢ed; has been -
because of his attachment to his nlece. There have been no business.
connectlons with the subjeot and none are anticipated., The sums he-

has advanced he feels sure will be repaid, and has no reason. to ‘believe |

.A‘,‘and is atbached

that the subject has ever been engaged invany unlawful acts. To. the_ E

best of his knowledge the subject was m., da : bus
in Antwerp and has told him that he bought“and sold diamonds. CIvvis™
his bellef that the diamonds which the subject declared to U. Se .

: Cuatams in Mia.mi, I“la., are the latterts per onal proper'by.

and the. subjeot in AntWerp. ‘He stated that““ they lived well and"'
all the appearance of being quite prosperous. The factory. is. eaid by

Matz to have employed approximately 50 men.

EEN

- In Exhibit "Af ‘attached, the" subj ect deposas and states

' that he was the reoipient of $10,000 at. the time of his marriage. It |

1s ‘stated ‘that $5,000 was given him a8 & wedding present by ISRAEL
MATZ,. his‘wife's upele, and that his wife brought as her dowry an ad-

- Attached as Exhibit "BY is the affidavit of ISRAEL M&‘I’Z,
wherein He ‘states’ that he gaVe the subject $5,000 on July 27, 1936.
Mr, Heddon, of t.he National Gity Bank checkad the ‘transaction and
f‘ma.rded to the
he "snm of $5 5,000,

Attached as m:l.bit ngn :I.a the affidavit of the subject'a
wife stating that she gave the subject on the  occasion of their mar-
riage the sum of approximately $5,000. It would, therefore, appear
that the subject did possess the sum of $10,000 to invest in the busi-

‘ness, and it 1s claimed that this total sum was placed in ‘the busi- )

ness, and that living expenses were withdrawn from the operating
pmfits by both the snbj sct and his brathers. : :

- The apparent discrepa.ney of names ahcan in Exhibit “B“ and
E:xhibit "Ch is explained by the subject as being due to the spelling -
in different languages, The name "Matsz" was original]y Russlan and -

o i, ‘1

5- B - Y. 2—21.88
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is 8o spelled in that language. It is spelled "Macaite" in Iithuanian,
‘the latter language having a Sanscrit root which contains no letter "2",

* WILLIAM E, TAGUE, Investigator

/&%A/ P Gl

P. GILDEA, Invostigator

Enelosurps:
Exhibit "AR - Affidavit of Ieko Genachowski
Exhibit "B" - Affidavit of Israel Matsz
Exhibit "C* - Affidavit of Rosa Genack
mst\ributiom

Original and 3 coples, FFC, Washington D. O.
1 oopy, F.R.B,, New York (Mr. Sherwoods

Report cross-indexg unders

2 9 :
@53'0 GENACH, Isaac/ /2 .~ New York, N.XY.
/1 23° WAGATTE, Rosa | New York, N.Y.
(5- <3 % GENACH, Rosa New York, N.Y,
M w LEATZ, Israel ' Brooklyn, N.Y.
I . . NY 2-488

336498
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bound for Martinique.: However, this boat was 's*to'bped é.nd d”et‘an.xied by the )
French Govermment near Casa Blanca, Afmca, and we were forced to remain’ on

the boa'!; for seven weéks. Thén the passangers including my fam:r.ly and myself“

about 50 miles from Casa Blanca.. After five weeks in this camp we o‘bta:x.ned,
through my uncle Mr. Israel Matz, passage for my family and myself for the
Poriugese boat Nyassa. We wers penmt‘ted to leave the concentration. camp
after being there five weeks, leaving on about Aug. 15, 1941. We went by ‘
train to Tengere and from there by a small boat to. Sev:.lle, Spaln, arr:.vn.ng
sbout Aug. 18, 1941l. We were in Seville for three woeks and then went to
Portugal, arriving Sept. 10, 1941. On Sept. 13, 1941 we left on the bos:t
Nyasse. which arrived in Havana, Cuba, Sept. 27; 1941. While in Havana, in
Jamary 1942 I obtained a Jobin a diamond” factory as a dw.mond-sa.wy& at

a salary of $75. per week.  When I ob‘bained ny m;gra:tlon visa to the Um‘hed
States I declared.ts the. Amer:x.can Gonsul 't‘ha‘b ‘I hive diemonds, for which the’
American Consul prepared an invoice (oi‘ the’ d:.amonds) This invo:.ca is be:.ng
held by the Customs in Miami tSgether with the dismonds. We were in Hivana
until August 7, 1942 and then went by airplane to M:.am, Florida, arriving

the same day, August 7 1942. o I ,

I thsn made appllcatn.on with 'the Treasury Depar’tmen't for the rélease
of my diamonds, end for authorization fo repay oy ‘uncle, Mr. Isreél Matz, the
sum of $4,364. which he advanced for me from Februa.ry 1941 to July 1942.

After arriving in the Um.ted Sta‘tes I ob-l:a:.ned a job as dn.a.mand-
sawyer and worked: until’ Sept. 12y 1942 for Benj Eckstein, 15 W. 47 S‘tree%,
Ne Yo Cn.ty, and earned $534, over a per:.od of aboiit a month. Thén I sdarted
to work as a diamond-sawyer ‘for my brother, Sidney Genack, 2 W. 47 Street,’
N. Y. City, for $100. per week until Nov. 6,y 1942, a.nd from Nov. 6, 1942 to
date for $150. per week. -
"I have made an a.ppli. cation for my flrst U. S. C;‘t:.zenship pa.pers,
and changed my name to Isaac Gemack. My presenit: “home address is 39-03
47th Street, Long Island C:L*ty, New York. I ceme to this country with my
wife, Rosa, and my three year ‘0ld  son, Sgneer. A second son, Asrn.el, wes
born to my wife December &, 1942. : e

In conclus:.on, I wish to state that I always enjoyed a reputation
as an honest and reputable mercha.nt, and ag a reapec‘ted person in my
comnumty. ) _ )

S

3‘_ Qorat

A IB&&C Genack

Subscribed and sworn to “‘before me

t?m.s 191;)}1 day of Ja.ngary 1943.

TARY PURLIC

' Nﬁ . Co. Cfks, No. 126, . Reg. No, 4-C-395
ishion Expires March 30, 1944

’ Page 3e
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were taken off the boat and. put into a concentration camp named Sidi E1 Agaéhi .
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ISRAEL MATZ
443 ATLANTIC AVENUE
BROOKLYN,N.Y.

STATE OF NEW YORK

e 2% ee

S5:¢ -
COUNTY Or KINGS : '

This is to certifly that
on July 27th, 1936, 1 issued a check for
#5,000.00 to the National City Bank of
New York, Livingston Branch, requesting
that bank to forward the amount to my
niece, Roza Macaite, of Antwerp, Belgium,
who was about to be married to Icko Genach-
owski of that city.

This sum was sent as a gift
to my niece and her prospective husband and I
subsequently received due acknowledgment from
both of them that this sum of $5,000.00 had
been received by them.

Sworn to befoiiome this

54‘9 day of
e/

1,770 ABRAZRG

[T TR YY

11943.
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State of New York )
City of New York ) 88:
ROSA GENACK, be:mg duly sworn deposes and sayss
That I reside at 39-03 47th Street, Long Island Cl‘ty, New York.
That I am the wife oi‘ Tsaac Genack who resides at the same a.ddres :
That when kI became married to Isa.ac Genack in Antwerp, Belgitum, |
in September 1936 I gave my husband 150,000 Belgian francs (approxmately
$5,000e) I obtaz.ned this money from my father on the occasiion of my

'

marriage. My maiden name was Rosa Matz.

Rosa Genack

Subsceribed and sworn to before me

this 3rd day of February 1943.

i Bl Mo 9, ngﬁ

"~
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PPBOVED FOR INVESTIGATI

éhief Fieidlnvostigativestaf
Washington, Do Co

MENGRANDUNM FOR INVESTIGATION

T Re: Icko Genééhéwﬁki
: 423 Atlantic Avenue
Brooklyn, New York.

The subject filed an appli catlon, NY 456099, dated September 8
1942, in which he requests a license to withdraw from the New York Cus—
toms eight packages of diamonds approximately 156 carats valued at : R
p25 3173, to dispose of them in the United States and credit the pro- : §
ceeds to a blocked account in the Nanufacturers Trust Company, to bor- i
row ;2500 from kis uncle, Mr. Israel Matz; to pay Customs fees and to' . |
repay this loan and the loan o* %430& borrowed for living and %ravel- a '
11n~ exXpenses. « . .

The subject left Belgium in January, 1941, after having resided.
there for less than ten years, travelled through France, French. Xorocco,
Spain and Portugal and arrived in the United States on August 7, 1942. ‘
"It is indicated that his total assets when he went to Belgium in 1929 ?
were approximately 710 and during a comparatively brief period of time ‘
the °ub3ect established a diamond business which employed over two hun-
dred men. He stated that he had two partners in Antwerp who ‘received i
a portion of the profits but that he is the sole owner of thie diamonds
-previously mentioned. These diamonds, which were declared before Cus-
toms_officials in M;@m;, Florida, were smuzgled to the United States ;
in the wooden fr the & gbls suitcase and may not be the pro- ‘ :
perty of the subject, It is reported that the subject maintained an 5
© account in the Amsterdamsche Rank in Antwerp and was well known. but
" information in our files indicates that an official of the Danque
Diamantaire Anversoise had never heard of the sutject.

e would appreciate your having an investigation endeavoring to
verify if the subject was a diamond dealer in Antwerp. This report ,
should alse reveal any evidence the subject may have that he is sole = o ’
omer of these diamonds. Indeavor to ascertain a brief personal his- o
tory of the subject and the tusiness relatlonshfp existing bpetween the ‘ ;
subject and Mr. Israel Watz. . |

& ) '

. FORWARDED

fnr eapropﬂ::zéﬁon
TO /w ;_ g i ......f..;‘
Date /. 7/ W75
FOREIGN FUNDS CONTROL

Investigall ive Section
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

!

 December 9, 19k2.

Re: Knntzl:lnger a:nd Soldinger, ¥N.Y. G. o ' . l
Report. No., NY - s..ahea dated November 30, 19&2

' Information fnrnished ’by the Gnstoms Appraiser of Merchand.ise
+ indicated that diemongis which. came:from Cuba. for su‘b,ject firm ma.y
have originated. from Germameoccupled: :Belgium. '

‘ Summary of the,, Report

Subject firm is a partnership of two Polish Jews, Joseph
Kuntzlinger and Solomon Soldinger, diamond cutters. Both became .
generally licensed. nationals uncler the old. Genere.l License li!o. Yooa,

In March. 1911-0, su.‘n,ject :f:‘irm pu.rchasad. about @0 000 worth of
diamonds in London, England, These were subsequently. shipped to
their factory in Antwerp, Belglum. - On April 27, 1940, their manager
in Antwem ‘shipped a small portion of the diamonds to subject firm
in New York. - The remainder, in April, 1942, was smugeled into the
them, unoccupied France by Isidore Springer, Kuntzlinger's nephew, in
whose possession they are presumed to be at present, (Subject firm
had previously ma.a.e these facts known to Unitad States Gustoms
enthorities,) . . -

The &iamonde referred to by the Customs appraiaer, however, were

" not those belonging to sub,ject firm, but belonged to one Samuel .Chaim

- Goldfeld, who 1s distantly related to Joseph Kuntzlinger. Goldfeld,
likewise a Polish Jew, was a diamond dealer in Belgium fwom 1912 to
January 1941; wes in France from Jaiuary 1941 to September 1941; and

. came to the United States, August 28, 1942, via Cubs, where he had
resided for sbout nine months. His bank account is blocked and he
operates under & business enterprise licemse No. NY U457795, which ‘

" also authorized him to withdraw the sald diamonds from Customs custody.
Goldfeld alleged that these diamonds, valued at about $18,000, were
purchased by him in Belgium before the Nazl invesion and, when he

- entered this country from Cuba, he deposited the diamonds in Customs
custody, giving as his address that of subject firm, This may have
caused Customs to believe that-the diamond.s were a part of those left

o in Belgium ‘Dy subject firm, ' . ) ,

' J‘oseph Kuntzlinger pointed out that the diamonds brought in by
’Goldfelti could not have been part of the diamonds left in Antwerp by
' au‘b,jec‘b firm 'beoause (1) the weight of subject firm's dtamonds was,

[T ———
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Field Office at New York, . g.

i

Report ongent ' Everett B, House

Respectfully forwardcd APPROVED:

. ~m.,

Agting in Chargg,'"

7

o

SUBJECTs - KUNTZLINGER & soLD:mGER,
te 74 West 46th Street,~
New York, Ne Yo i

e

N

)

AL

>
7%

REFERENCEs Memorandum frem thls office, dated October 6 1942, ad-
e - vising that diamonds entered at New York by Sanuel Chaim
Goldfeld, may be all:or part of $40,000,00 worth of '
‘diamonds S&ld to have been imported into Belgium, from
Englend, by Kuntzlinger and Soldinger, On. entry at .
Miami- from. Cuba Goldfeld gave the firm's address in
-New York as his.,' : <

SNYOPSISE - Samuel Chaim Goldfeld, & blocked Polish national, and s
: ¢ iformerly a~diemond deal =Belgium, ‘depogited’ %17 893400 ’
7 “.yiofthiof cut®diamonds with-théCustoms euthorities upon
‘his’ arrival-at” Miant, Florida,?Auﬂust 28 19/2 ¢ “He- said- -
that ‘these dlafionds were purchased by him in Belgium be=-
. fore the Nazi invasion, - Goldfeld holds Treasury license
“ NY-457795-ABE, authofizing.their withdrawal from Customs,.”
 and- subsequent disposition, Goldfeld is related by mar-
" riage“to a brother of Joseph Kuntzlinger, a partner in
fthe subJect firm, o ‘ S

,,,,,,

'jfpart of the $40,000,00 worth ‘of cut diamonds, whlch were '
?7purchaoed bty the subject’ “Pirm in England before the war,
‘0f ‘the 1053,50 carats- bought, 38,73 carats were 1mported
at New York May 11, 1940; the balance<were smuggled out
of Be}glum into France in March o% ﬁnril, 19;2vay Isidore
Springer, -a neéphew of Kuntzlinger. Kuntzlinger. and his *'

partner, Soldinger, are gensrally licensed."’

7

10~-26084~1 &PrQ
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On Oc’cober 16 1942, I interviewed Mesers. Joseph Kuntzlinger,
Solomon Soldinger, and Samuel Goldfeld -at the offices of Kuntzlinger
and Soldinger, 7/ West 46th Street, New Fork, N, Y, The Menufacturers
Trust. Company, . 513 Fifth Avemxe, New_York was further 1ntemewed reL-
4garding Goldfeld. ‘ , _ ,

'@Mﬂ@ﬁéﬂﬁgmm@ma

This is a partnership composed of the first two ind:widuals
named above,. It is stated to. have been in.existence for about twenty
years, . The partners. are Polish Jews by birth, and diamond cutters by =
trade.  The:business was moved:from Antwerp to New York before the out-
break of war in 1939, Both Kuntzlinger and Soldinger have declared ‘
their intention to become citizens of the United States:  their Declar-
ations are numbered.- /41,791 and 456 740 respectively. They. are gen-
erally licensed under 42»A. ‘

‘mmmmtmn [ONDS TN LONDON

In Merch, 191,.0, Kuntzlinger and Soldinger purchased d;x.amonds
valued at approximately $40,000,00 from Diamond Trading Co., Ltd.,. 8
' Charterhouse Street, London, England., These purchases were made through
the intermediary of the Superb Diamond Cutting Corporation, 20 Weet .
L7th Street, New York, N. Y.  Shipment was: made from London to the .
Kuntzlinger .and- Soldinger factory in antwerp, Belgium. Original in-
voices ccvering these shipments were examned by the undersigned and
the following details noteds - . . S : _

Date of Shigment .. Number »of- .Ca'rets. C Invoice Value

March 27, 1940 ,‘~V‘ S5 T p smean

March 27, 1940 . 112,50 S 1195413
. March 29, 1940 37.25 S 393-6-1
* March 29, 1940 ‘ 40,00 : ‘ 366-14-8

March 29, 1940 ' 285,75 . 28551/~

March 29, 1940 ‘ . 239,25 S o 2255=8=4,

March 29, 1940 | 239,50 . . _2307-15-0

| Total Carats ~ 1053.50 . E10,256-14-0
-2 - : NY 8_-2420 :
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On April 27, 1940, part of the stones, included in the above
purchases were shipped to Kuntzlinger and Soldinger, New York, by one
P, Bergman, “their manager in Antwerp. The dismmonds weighed 38.73 ‘
carats, and were velued at Belgas 21,274.00, as per United States Con<
sular Invoice Number 3430, dated April 27, 1940 at Antwerp, Belgium,
and signed by R, M. de Lambert, United States Consul. Duty of $367.80
was paid at New York, M. Y., on May 11, 1940 by Kuntzlinger and Sold-
inger, and the diamonds were im“orted into the United States,,

: Messrs. Kuntzllnger and Soldlnger stated that, aside from
this one shipment, all the diamonds which had. been purchased in London’
were still in Antwerp, at the time of the German invasion of Belgium,
They were concealed from the Germans by P, Bergman, and, in March or
April, 1942, they were smuggled into Unoccupied France by Isidore
Springer, a nephew of lir. Kuntzlinger. The latter stated that he had
had no direct advlces, but presumed that the diemonds were still in
Springer's posseéssion, Naturally, Kuntzlinger and Soldinger are
anxious regarding the fate of this property, and they stated that they
had informed. the United °tates Gustoms authorities of the essential
facts set forth above, .

k It was pointed out, by Mr, Joseph Kuntzlinger, that the ‘

. diamonds belonging to Kuntzlinger and Soldinger could not be identical
with those deposited with the U. S, Customs on August 28, 1942 under
Entry Number 21,910 by Samiel C, Goldfeld. This statement was based
on the fact that Goldfeld left Antwerp in Janmuary, 1941, whereas the
Kuntzlinger and Soldinger diasmonds remained there until the spring of
1942, Goldfeld!s passport did not provide evidence of the date of
" his exit from Belgium, This was explained by the fact that he and his
wife were forced to depart illegally, crossing the French border on foot.

Kuntzlinger further stated that the stones brought to the
United States by Goldfeld are of quite a different type from those
which were purchased in London by Kuntzlinger and Soldinger, Gold-
feld's diamonds were all said to be of less than one-quarter carat

weight, while Kuntzlinger and Soldlnver's were, wzthout exception, ‘ ‘\A'

larger than that.
SAMUEL CHATM GOLDFELD

Goldfeld is also a Polish Jew by birth, and he is a relative
by marriage of a brother of Joseph Kuntzlinger., In entering the United |
States, he gave his address as that of Kuntzlinger and Soldinger, and ¢
this may have caused the Customs to confuse the two lots of diamonds. :

. Goldfeld stated that he had been in business for himself,
as a dlamond deeler in Antwerp, since 1912, He left Belgium in January,
1941, and went to Nice, France, where he remained until September 17th
1941, He then spent about two months in Bilbao, Spain and arrived in Cuba

-3 - ' NY 8-2420
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on November 28,‘1941.,-He'enfered4the,Uni£ed States at;Migmi,.Floriaéﬁ
on August 28, 1942, carrying Polish passport No, 744008, bearing Vise
No. 32 of the Amerlcan Consul at Havana, Cuba.

Goldfeld 1ntenda to set up his business in New York, and ex-
pects to apply for Uhited States citizenship, but has not done s0 as
’ yalti. B ) :. )

He brought his- stock in-trade, consistinp of 123.15 carats
of diamonds, on his person, and deposited it in Customs: custody under
Entry No, 21,910, These dismonds are said to have been bought in
Belgium prior to the invasion on May 10, 1940 and to have been cut
and finished before that date, .

Goldfeld has been granted License NY 457795-ABE to withdraw
- these diamonds from Customs custody, after payment of duty. The 1li~
cense also permits him to withdraw from his account at Manufﬂcturers
Trust Company, 513 Fifth Avenus, New York City, the sum of $25,000
ver month for the purchase of diamonds in the United States, and
WSOO per month for operating expenses, He is not to engage in the
export trade directly or indirectly, and a specific license is re-
quired for him to make sales to parties with knowledge that such per-
sons will export such products without further processing. :

2

CCOUNT WITH MANUFACTURERS TRH ca.

Mr. E. L. Farnham, Assistant Cashier of* the Manufacturers -
Trust Company, 513 Fifth Avenue Branch, stated that.Samuel C,. Goldfeld
opened & checking account with that’ bank on September 30, 1942, He
was introduced by Joseph Kuntzlinger, There has been nothing unusual
about the account to date, balances having averaged $3,000,00, The
bank is in possession of a copy of Goldfeld's License NY 457795-ABE,
and’ will see that its provisions are observed,

M%?W

EVERETT B, HOUSE, Investigator,

i

ADistribution:

| Orig. and 3 copies, ¥, F. C., Washington,
1 copy, Fe. R. B., N. Y, {Mr. Sherwood).

Report cross—indexed under:

Jw@hh%ﬂh@m74mﬁ4&h%m% m_m&,mx.

7

-4 - WY 8-2420

T

e

R e - . R TR e

|
|
|
|

S ey g o T T e T N R A T ¥ gt o ST A T e i o et i e

b1
O
Y]
-
S
oy
<



| "

|

S6011

™

e
v/

NY 8-2420
c ‘_-_.‘7”;"1-,‘;-5; e T T NS E T —

e —————
o3 HomnNonr el D

S it

Futb sl

~Samuel Chaim Goldfeld, 74 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y,
Diamond Trading Co., Ltd., & Charterhouse Street, London.

Solomon Soldinger, 74 West 4éth Street, New York, N. Y.
P. Bergman, Antwerp, Belgium,

Report cross-indexed under:
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FIDENCE, by DUN & BRADSTREET, Inc. as your asgents and employees, for your exclusive” use as

N

%

an aigd in Owtermiping the advimbility of granting B credit or insurance, and for no other purpuse.

7

: s . g S ¥ N Aﬁ A f .
. HER NAME/BRUSINESS AN STAET ADDR SSEGHRESROMD WITH- Uyg({y'k}',/
O ST e L

>

FLEAS,

TRCLOTRGER & WIHSTLINGER Dlamond “utbers NEW YORK CYTY, MY,
- ‘ 74 W. s0Lngtreet
P =
Acom 1702

Ssanomen Scldinger, age 52, marvied . N O
ssasph Xunstliinger, aue 4%, marpisd. ‘ g7f”V o
€ 139 1 3Septesber 19, 1941 :
o A HISPORY ;
) Tels Tirm became gebive in this country dusing Jume, 1939,
althoogh 1% 18 repoptod that the business Was seiginally stariad
in antwerp, Belplum, during 1321. For some time alter %ﬁa agtab~
lishment «f the busginoss hore operptioms wers continusd in Belpgiuws
Pt Loeatgs of condlitions abroad the business &% tha?t point is
veported to be Inactive ab the prssent time. o '
Soldogsr i3 a native of Poisod; and came %o thls country during
Jure, 19329, and is roported %6 have Saken out nis first citizensnhip
pepers, A3 was previsusly statad, he was previously pariper in a
Zirm in Anbwarp, Seignis since 1921, V g ‘ :
Komgtlinge: 1s alsv a fative of Poland. and comae Ho this couniry
during Maw, f%?%; and i3 recorted Lo have his firgst eitizenzhp zapers.

%000

7

/—7/

.

He was also 1o the firm in aptvwerp, Belguim, snd ke aiptes that the
partners commenced in $his couniry largely dYecause of conditions abroad.
' o URPEAD OF TPRAATICNFIRE HRZARD
Uperates as diamond catiers, selling %o wholesglers leocated
an’nly in the Metropoiitsn aren. A lerge part of sales are reportdd
to te on g eash basis, The bulances om 30 day terms end four munth
potes,. The namber of secounts are reported 3o be relatively favw.
Bfag = well $§§£pp@ﬁ«mffi@m and plant situsted in the heart of the
midsown Jowelry seotion. IByuipment Includes aboud twepnty diasmond
SEW maw@iﬂaﬂw Towards of fifteen porsens are reperted Yo e emploved.
RENT space on the ssventsendh Tiaop of s sevenbeen-story office

W

huliding which 48 in a g90d shate of repalr. Is ctherwsle tenamted
princizally by those shgeged in the ilnes of Jewelry. AdJjacent
pulldings are 1n normal -epale, ‘

o R o B e Sl o B e B R il ST s w o i 2 K
PIRZ RIUORL; Mo fipwes reporied.

: PINANCI AL ITEPORMATION . K

in Saptembey ié& 1941, 3alomon 3¢ldinger, zeneral paztner,
ecntirmed the cwherahlp bub declimed finanels! Informstion, =laiming
that genersi commereial eradls is not sought in the loeal zarket,

‘In o pgenerel way he stated that operationz have been slong satisfasctory
lines and the glfalirs of the ohsiness ars in order.

The last Tigures supmitiad onthe dusiness were glven by Jozepn |
Runetlinger on Decembar 27, 199%. They were ~ssbtimates thet disclosed ‘
gurrend 4336ts of 530,000, llebilidier none, and 8 neb weorts nf 394,000
Investigation at that time discloged that the net woprth of the firm

-was asméwbad Hdgher bthen Lhat diselosed by Ronstiinger snd that ths
afTairs & the Cusl gezs weré in good arder. ﬁﬁyr@meizy 4 finareial
datally are nct avellabls sither dlrectly or indirectly but it iz
rapciEted %hat the Pirm eoptinuves to have g f2irly good gize worth, sthe
eaet amount o v hlch eobid not be nsgertsined. - ‘ ‘

; B IARTE L E A G0 ot e )t 0 3 e e 9 ) .

% 2 local ank, satisfacsory balances sre mglnitsined sud the
aceount has perindically been sxtendad noderziz goctmnodation on OWa
g&p@yﬁ 4 mederais amonnt L3 now owing in Yhat diveetlon,; and releviong

nava been razoried satlislaatory. o

Tho oney al interest nave beosn angaged ia this line for mang

years afd have Dean opsTeting in this coumtry sings Jans, 1932, It is

raported that a fsisly acsive voiume 13 2eiug Tramsacted and that sffalrs
bave bean zaintslined opdiar.  Howevey, a detalled Tinapneial staizsment
i~ gonsidersed sgsential %o preperly classily the rigk, ‘

A CORT IRUED
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agents and  cmployees, for yeur eaciusive use as
credit ot insurance, and  for no  other  purpose,

/»’/ - . o . g ¥ :
//’ ‘? PLEASE NOTY WHETHER NAME, BUSINESS AND STREET ADDRESS CORRESPOND WITH YOUR INQUIRY
P .
e

// R
' SILDINGSR & KUNSTLINGUR | Dlamond Cutters NEY YORK CITY, ¥.7.

. : (Page #2)

€2 133 1 september 19, 1941
N | PADIERTS o
Purchases are reposrted to be mads mainly from sbroad
am k3 IS A BUSINESS OF MANY YEARS STANDING BUT IT HAS BEEN
OPERATING IN THIS COUWISY ONLY SINCE JUNE, 1939, af. 4Cksve b ous
18 REPORTEL TRAN3ACTED AND GENERAL INFORMATION 1S FAVORABLE
9=19-41 - (17) | T 2 t0e .
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TREASURY DEPARTMER

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

pATEOctober 7,- 1942
To " Mr. Theodore H. Ball; Complionce Review Section, FXC, Washington

|
PROM ~ Mr. Erwin G, May, Chief, Field Investigetivs Staff, FFC, Washington 5
, ; . e i
f
i

There is forwarded herewith memorandum for investigation dated -
October 6, lQéQ,submitted by ouf:m o York office, on &unstlinver & . o

Soldinger of New York City. It is suggested that you may desire to

‘have this memorandum studied with a view to presentation before the:

Investigntive Committes, -
AL
VA

CCs
Mr, Kennedy, New York

) - . Oq "v: .
vabo14
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT - FOR ZICN TUNDS CoviRAL
- 253 Broadway, New York

INTER ormcs coMMumcxnon -+ Riotor 2-7373
T AL ON DATE  October 6, 1942 =
10 Mvr.'may | | -
“FROM  Mr, Kennedy
SUBJECT: = . KUNSTLINGER & somm}m,

74 West 46th Street,
New Xork Gity '

ot o TNPORUATIONS Appraiaer of Merehandiso, New York c:lty. )

SUMMARY: . fxgtter'frmth@ Appfaieer reads, as fon'owsr :
"A ghipment of diamonds from Cuba haa

been entered at New. York for Kunatlinger aml
Soldinger of 74 West. 46 Street New York ‘c.it'y.

. .."This office had previously besn advised
by these importers that prior to the war they
purchased diamonds valued at $40,000 ia England
- and shipped them to their offices in Belgium . ' S
..~ wherse they have since remained, and that an I L
: ‘ - . attempt was being made to bring the stones : S , f
' - out through Portugal. L ;

"The eurrent importation quite probably :

©  comprises gll or part of those diamords, o

g : . The facts are reported to you for whatever o |

; : action may be deemed nacessary. '

RECOMMENDATJON: - Invegtigation sheuld be xnade as to the veracity of the - ;
B ' importer's statement, unless the Department already has :
suffioient ini‘o:matian with regard thereta.

In the recent case of a Mrs. Sa}m Roaenthal, who im-
ported at Philadelphia some diamonds claimed to have

been acquired by her while in Belgium, the Department ‘
"ruled that a license was mcessary for their releaae L
by cuatm. : :

The posaib&lity exists that such transactions mey be
. o . attenpts by the Nazis to dispose ‘of diamonds acquired !
L ~ in occupied: ceuntriea. o ‘ |

'_l‘-‘(."_,wqopies to Mr. May)

~
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| TREASURY DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES CUSTOMS ssavncs
NEW YORK, N.Y.

OFFICE OF
THE APPRAISER OF MERCHANDISE

~  Ooteber 3, 1942

OFFICE T0 THR APPRAISER OF MERCHANINSE
201 VARICK STREET

Foreign Funds Control Bureau

253 Broadway
New York, K.Y,

Gentlemeg/

/ " A shipment of diamonds from Guba has been

T’/ entered at New York for Kunstlinger and Soldinger of
T4 West 46 Street, New York City. '

This office had previously been advised by
these importers that prior to the war they purchased
- diamonds valued at $40,000 in Englend and shipped them
to their offices in Belgium where they have since re-
meined,and that en attempt was being made to bring
the stones out through Partugal. .

' The ecurrent importation quite probably com—
priges ell or part of thogse dlamonds. The facts are ‘
reported to you for whatever action may be deemed

necessary.

A

v
g
e e

}

Respectfully, S .

John H., Flynn
Appraiser of Merchandise

« Eargkey
eputy Appraiser




