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lr18s1 property bill, the 
,till !Ation of Abe Hyman'. ' ' 
Abe 18 now the Erf.'cut1ve 
'nnd at aueh· Ava.ilable to'" 
:oua to 1)8 of (\g<glstAnce 
l'l! ;you. woultigive 'uome' , . 
:but if' we dhcuued 
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, , , , AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRES~. 
927 . 15.!h STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON 5, D. C. • EXECUTIVE 26 ' 

SANFORD H. BOlZ-Washington Repr.senfafil'e 

TO: t)Qul Yc:;;;an- JB,SC; 
l';Clrch 6, 1952 

?i:: \ )j"l! So. lY]V ~J 017.. 

In: 3. J:71,.~l 


l"u:r'LhG)' to nri Jnern:1ranctum of'?"bnVl!T?? on the I3.bove T am enclosing herf)l·lit,h copies 
o,f L.hr-; tW) 1,IJtters h1hich yO!l. rec,uested, that of ~:;eiJt,emb()r 1i '1;", C),0SS(:;r, t,me: the one 
t,0 n on 1. 1,(',16 c0nta'i.ntm~ t.he ntnety ·l~li.J.llon ol1.a1" '.?:;t:t1'i",te on its cost, 

I l,hi.!1k it !'Ii. '.?;ht be a ~;C)o(1 t;'lea if you had conies of these: tHf) let.ters !U:cc1e for the 
1\,,:(3 oC~11 of 1JS 1,:ho :,'Il'e :i.nterr:~ste(l in the lrx::t i;~,:r, sr:' that 0~.1:' file~{ H.UJ. be eOr.1 )le·t,e. 
I r.tL :~i not }l,'~l VC:' tb.e ~~.~",:; i J.1"", L'2.s .!~ 0 l!!o].:'e' ad ,..~t ,!",]~ on;;:.l C 0p:L 9;:; .. 
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0 1 GODor .• but 1:1i. th 
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~eymour J. Dubin, ];gq. 


18J2'JeCferso'!1'.Pl.a.ce N.W. 

Washington, D.·C. 


_,1 

Dear a,s 
~ .~, 
~' : .: -.' i, . 

In connection wi th the he1rleu property bill. the 
'. 'question' haa: been 'raised' here'· of ,the'utili!ati'on'oc.- Abe"i~ari",8 '! 1'- '::.,;::",-' 

serviCElS to aes!st you. As you know. Abe i8 now the E:X.ec:ut1V8 ' 
Director' of, the·, World Jewhh Congress, and ae Quch,'llvallabletO'~:'i,:~;: ~" -':.:';;.';"'.'~ 
us. I understa.nd that he it! very a.n:dOUIJ to 1)13 of as91stance 
in ,this matter. j' 'I woUld.' a.ppre'C1"\te,:' it' 'it<youwould'g:lve::lome' 
thought to this problem and it may be bact if we dlscuued 
itnext'time on ~he 'pho'ne/;', t '<"'!':r;;~i' "'("" ... 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 

February 4, 1953 

SUbject. Heirless Property in the U.S. 

Mr. Rubin informed.1OO that he lM.de, sore inquiries with Mr. Arnold 
of the Treasury Department concerning the possible estimate of the 
volume of Jewish assets among the blocked satellite assets. Mr. Arnold 
stated that there 'WOuld be no basis for lM.ldng such an estimate short 
of examining each individual declaration and trying to make a sample 
of the obviously Jewish.names. Apparently, all the statistioal material 
as well as the files are in the office of Alien Property. 

It is believed that the total value of the satellite assets 
blocked in this countr,y is about 35 million dollars, about.20 million 
of which is estimated'to be in goverIlIDantal assets. At the present 
tine it is not clear whether any future vesting action would. go beyond 
the vesting of all governmental assets. 

Our attention v~s also invited tofue fact that between'46~48 
many applioations for the unblocking of assets were granted by the 
Treasur,y Department, apparently on the SIllD.:! basis as the release of 
vested assets of persecutees under Public Law 631. This may have 
appreciatively reduced the volume of Jewish assets. 
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Am8rlo!'!lJ'l Jf:wl,h .1",lritDl st rUm tlnn. Commit tI!'J(j 

J!!11'11f(lh A~~nc,y for Pd~~ tiDB 
111,'\r.ltl J9~'1 "h Con(.f1HU ' 



,\ 

THE' NEW YORK l:<EBRUARY'nr-.IES;, SUNDAY, 1, IQ53: 

!SENAT'O"RS 'TTAGK'i created by lhe DCl11oc,rat-colltro,lledlcomPlriting the propei' pmcess!ng- sCI:ved, It did not, JlOV{cver, charge?I t\ , , Eighty:second ,Congress, \i'hich of deb~ c1airt111 and extends unrelt- "peclfically that any of the legf!.1 i\ 
: ,\ ' Iliade the l'epol'!. toda.y, was S.ma.- 50nably the life of processing' o[ fees illld been ,exorbltanti',:,' "'\>'i'; '\l: 
I ALIEN GL 'IMS JOB tor Willis .Smlth, Democrat of title eIHill1s." , As ~,n exa,mple of'lIberaHtY"in

,t\ North Ca,l'Ollllfl, TIH~ other memo Critici~m of the ageliey's liquid· the 11lltttel' of' saiaries the' sub· ,,', 
" " \bCrl'SN"wcrcte Se\lvln.,tl?le· P llt ]\]\1{CCAII 'I:'O:U,1 alion )ll"ogrll111 arose from a ~lud.v committee citcd" OIie"'indtvldual ,'." 

'-"o. eva ;t~ . no- r n G. agnl.IS 1 . M ' <.,I 
S 

Inquiry Sees 'Hopeless' Snarl lor \Vashingtoll lind Hel'bel't R. of the opell'nlL,i~ns. '10ft' its l\'Bl.anl'l.ge- who Ihll(~1beeon, drawing "approx\· ;:~ 

. _ ' ,., O'Conol' of ]\1~l'ylllnd, all De11l0, lllcnt am lq~lI( a lOn" l'IlI1,Cl1. mate y 'r ,00 11.' YeAr as, salal'y' ;, 


FaVOritism and loyalty Risks teat.s. and Senatol'fl Wiley, HomeI' Thill unit supcrvlscs lhe ~)pCrAtlOn lin R.' Govcl'nment :po.~ition] 'who ':1 

· F'erg-uson of Miehig~'n tlnd Robert of gO~llg busi ness cntcrpnsPf! vest- was l'cw<1.nlcd with $30.000 per "; 


- FlIrtl,er Scrutmy Urged c. Hendl"icl~5011 of New ,Iei'sey, Rc-,ed wllh lhe GoVel'lllllcnt, hllntlleR, t .t.~' , ' , )

publicans. ' , ", such 1lIl'l.tlel·s a.~ U!C l'enlAI 01' salc ye~: R ,al ,1116 ~aJ.~ly..by the vestcd , 

Sena.tor O'C<.HlOI· did nol Reck of !'(ml cslate And controls »o.l.ents, bUSlllCSi! entel pllse. , 
, I'lPW-l !~:;'" :-;r,w YO," ,),,,,",, J'e-election ill 11152 and is no longel" eopYI'~g'hll< and tnl<le l11:rlu;. Jl Between Jnly 1, 19,15. and',JUne!n ' 

l\ ASHINGION, ,Illn. :ll--A Sen. a, member of. the'Scllat~. III t.he Re- owns 20,000,00(1 [ect of fOlelgll \110' ,,0. '19!j2, lhe SUbcol1llllittee, said, l 
ale .Tudieill.J'Y subcolllmittee sharp. publican" conholled ,Eight.y - t1linl lion pietul'e film, A lien Property disposcd of securi- i:i 
Iy criticizcd lhe OiriCp. or Alien Congl"e~s, Senators Il'lag:n1l!1011 nl1ll . E:ighty pm' em~t Of lh,c cash rcal- lies worth !j:21,332,31l1 II nd,'., paid !'l 
Property in a:,.epol"l lod I t C- Ferguson a.re not members of the lzed fn;'111 ~he lIqllllh,tlO11 of slIeh bl"ol~emge fees amounting: JOI: 

It. " . .. ~.v lU 0 Judiciary €om11littee. pI'opel'tlcll . I~ tUnlcd o\'el' lo the $151,987 to lhirty·:;!x f!t·ms. ' ,c"i,. II' 

,p.l.ed 'R.~ly one speclflC tluggestiOI1 , ,:,.' ,,.:-, c' . War CIRims "'(;')ll1miss\on, as 1'1'0- ' l'I'ielTill Lynch, Pierce; FcilOel'I 

to ~e.ITI~dy the C0l10itiOllS It had 6~.O.()O (.1:1II11~ 011 I lie ,vided by thc law, all~1 .20 pel', cent and' BCRlle handled 9.27' per cent!: 

crlh~iz~Sl,. . , Th~ ()Cflce o( Allen Propel"lY IS' may'ln used fot' adnlllllstl'atlVe ex- Of this husiness and its average\'
I T~e major complmnts of the sub- a ImlLof lhe Department of .Ius-'pcllses" commission WllS .0.1431 per cent as ' 

~~mmittee aRainst the policies and Uce, h,eaded by an Assistant Altor- "Efficiency "has . b~en . I~cldng compared with allavel'age.' of ! 

:roce<lw'e!l o( lhe agen~y wet'e: ney,Genenl.l. It operates undor the and progl'esR've IlqUl(lRlIOI1 has :00711 to othcl"'broltel's, 10'1952 t 

'.:.q~!lal: ill \I'~iI inefficent and dila. Trading'Wit,h lhe Enemy Act a.ml not tal{Cll Plac?:" tile subeommi~- lIl,,!; firm's percentage wenfup·to q 

tory, til: hlll1!Htng ehl1111i'1 to the ex- controls [OL' the Govel'llmenl <1]1 I.ce charged, Reports, bot.h" fl- all., Itverag'c of '.02360 while that i 

tent lhat il: would tRke twenty pr?pp.I"ly ~p.izcd frolll enemy aliPIli' nat1(:ia~ and opcmUo.I1I1I, in reg'~I'(~!i of all otiter broker!! declined" to ~ 

more year!! til pl'oees!! tho!;e in one dUl'lnK\"ol'ld Wnrs I, and n, At to' 1J1l~1I1CSS! entel"]ll"Iscll fI.l1t1 hqll1- ,OOSH, \ ,f; 

categor,v and tltal. the PI'OSpp-ct of presellt the o(fice hall' 850, em· dation h:.1\,c' nol'he,cn oblained, rc- "'examination' disc\osed,"":'lhc;: 

ever pl'ocelllling t.he dailllll in 'IIn- plo)ii:;I1;,"a,nd BII R,nnual parl'oll of sp.onllihilitics hftve been <Iclegll.tcd suhcoml1lillce :laid, "that the' "rea. ,i 


of.her·c~tegoL'.\' .wa.s "hopeless'; 1111. $3,25::,000. ,to branch offices without allcmpl'lIso l1 ful' t.he higher: 'con;missioll : 

der prP.scnt Iwocp.dul'Cs,. Appl'Oxilllatcl.l' 62,060 ciaillll< to follow lip t.o I{ccp abl'colll or \.hc paid tltis firlll was that it handled' 


, 'ClTh~t:lhe oerke's R,ccounling have been !Hed wllh the office, lI.e- Iiqui<il1tion pl'ograll1, and rccordll saIl'S of 111I'gc blocl,s traded In' 011, 

~~Iethodl\ ;,:ere !I\H~1t that it wa~ cording to the sllbeol11mittee':< I'C- indicate that tl~is ~r~n<;h I.Managc- tltc Ncw y,'!!"1t Stock EXChal1gc'~1 
1\01. fllmllHu: with t.he 'stalus of port. Abont 1[.,000 al'e what are men!: and LlqllH.latlonJ I~ 110t. Thc!le sales wCl'e made aft<!l', the 

lJUllineM enlcl'prises lInder ils:illl'is- knowll 'all tit.le elail11~, filed il,l' f:al1~ilial' with t!H~ 'lIlRtllS .or ,the exclmnge' Cl08Cd and, actuallY' 1101, 
diction" Rf!1! I,hat lite efficient 11.11(\ persons 01' ll'1'OI,IPS I1Merting a bUilIllC811 enterprIses untl<!I' ILq ,Illr· cOl1llllisf;ions WeI"(" paid, but WIUI,t l 
progl'C!1llive Ii I] 11 iOA.tioll of. alicn pl'opl'ietal'Y interest ill propel'!y isciiction." is t cl'tncd concessions' \vel'c.'l'l.l.i 
properties scil':eO h.v lIle' Gov'el"n~ vested. with lhe Alien Pl'Opcrty J"ecs rill" l~tt.unieY!l C)itcd lowed t.he fit m to, handl~; lhei 
ment hll.d not; lAken place.. CustodIan, About 41,000 a,re debt .' ' ..' sales." ' .. " .. ' .. 

CJThat; it 1I.ppeal'ed 1.0 hllve' l'e. claims, involving sums 1I11egedly , ' The lal ges~ of these entelpll:~es 
t,aincI( in it.q service pel',SOllS ,whose oW~led by cOlllpanies 01' individuals ~ lIle, ?cnel a! ,~~'~~I~e 0~~~ Flln~ 
nllnH!S a.ppeat'ed on subversive lists whose properly \VltS talten over. ,OIPOI a.l~n,. a 'r', ,,~, .. ' con 
0[ the AI.t:omey General find the The monetlll'Y va,llle 'of the celn. Jt was lI1,connectlOlI WIth t.he 
HOIll';e Un.American Activities claims tiled lip to June 30, 1.952, operA lion o( thiS cOlllp:tny th,at the 
COl1l1nitte(l, . ', , ~ wall 'S1.943,811 ,531, lhe subeolll. subJec.t u(lal'g;~ at.to~:neys f;es 

,Iilt,ee reported, ' wasdlsc\lss~d, .Ih~ Iccold show ~d
I The average lime fOl' pl'oces~il1g th~!, Gcnel al ~llIl!!H~ had paId
f e1a.im in 1952, lI.ccol'ding t.o t.he $3,o)7~,6131J1..}1I\\iyels fees belween 

, nVf)stig!1.tors, was 111,6 monU!s 19i19 Rl1d J9vl: . 
• ' Iud the all.lime averRge :1l,1 Seven law 11l'1l1:l got ~CM tn ex· 

0096"£ NISNO:)SIM )l1I~lonths. Onlv 'about 6,000 or the cess of ,$100,000 t!Ul'Ing thcse 
:Iahns in t1ie tille divisiollhave yeRI·s. The larges!: fee, ~'1!l5,780, 

._~~~~~~~~~~~~.~~~~een processed. went 1.0 Brecd, Abbott & Morgan; - ' of New YO\'\t. 'rhe finn of Lang­
·paro.ltl ,)til )0 ;):)llf):lIJIU$'~I,\! ;)111 I I'rocellltrl!~ Are ,AUac;l{elt ner, PatTy, Card & LAngne\', gol 
MOil", 01 l1plUld.1 S;)l\~)"'IS .IIlU!,l'Il,to p: "It ill It I'eltl"onable conclusion ~415,2.11: Wicke~; Riddell, Bloo~net',
,lin )0 A\aJ '!I "1110 p1l6 '8TLl Ul lI'lat the !l,OOO clall:lI; left, Ollt o( JacobI & McGun-e of. New 'York. 
<l.tlJ ,I'll p~'\o,qs"p ~.';ll\'\ !'lIuqul'ud s~le 10.000 flIed, \nll requit'e ap- $318,1186; Hull': & .ToRhn, !j:329,743, 
,'f!l;m":l ;)11,[' -Pill1!R);l.1 lSI).IR aiD 111'oximately lwen~y ~ddit.iollftl ~nd SLel!I:OQ ,& ".Iohnson, a Wash· 

'Pll-quo:! ,nil JO .tIlJ'" IHI) .1;>PUtt ,,~eaI'5 ~o pl"Oces~,' the repOI-t lllgton, fl1"m, ~2v4,891. 
11""1/\'\ '.~U!l!":l ;)111, .!OJ .~II:)J;llfs 'ltated. " ' LomB ,Joh!,son, former Secretary 
I!O <>UIU-A):1!1I1 "IHlm Stl"CfIlH'. -j '~he pt'oced~lre followerl In. ex- of Defense. LS a member.of Steptoe 

, '.lhl!lI;l;! limp" 'lin lU!l,t! '~;'I;)Jll.lm ;,munmg the title a.nd debl: Clllllll~. & .1ohl1soll. The record showed, 
'\';6 IlI,HIl JhqSIl '1J~ln PIIIO" ~I!dlld _ille report con~inu~d, "!'csulls ill a ho\~'evel', UlII,t he rp-ceil'ed no fce~ 
S!I( '1 HIll PUll 'sunlt!, .10 !l;)IPl~)IS s~eedless dupllcat.lon of ef(ort. wh~le he was holdmg Govel'llment 
;)\11 "1l111;lX;") 0) SIlM J1;}SlltHJ,.la1S11tU Ilows "the pl'oceedmgs beycmd the office. , 
;llll )tH('J P~llllll(1)s H "Oi:!JIU! .()o~nt w~el'e efficiency is aid~d IJ.\' "ExOI:bitant atlorne.v~' feell Slid 
K:'/ullU! 'j([ 11",III1P ~I!l .10'; pl!.I']UO::J J~amstfll\ll1g lltorotlghn~ss, and sal~l'le!l l'edllce, ,the .net, ,(ollie of 
aln "ilAFP;).1 Sua'lII}J', 'tl.l>l.\\lUY _jendel'll hopp-Iell!?, IIndel' prellcnl bU~ll1e~s enterpl'lReS by. TIlI311Se of 
III '''HtlO.UOg opo;,) '15 JO '1",11111:) lI)l'OCedlll'el'l, the llrosPp.ct of eveI' a..'l5et~ .. ', t.he ,subcommittee ob­
)!IIS"(, 'l11l JO ,~U!ll;'l" ,>Ill .mJ IP1~)I" ,(,~-,::,='::':'::'============:;::============= 

I
II ;;"/\'\ '11,1OA. ..,\;:IN JO s"pilllll!) -II 

lI11lll.l;lllI!S 'y "9 ':'1" ,"11 ,crt 3,1;)lt ·s; 

1ll,lfllO:lq SUM 1l".'I1.\\ ',:lll!llll'.HI "Il,r, -,i, 


, ·s.lrmA onT .If) J AtfHftl.I?~ ·1 

--,' , " 
1'i0 Cnntlllcnt Now, by Bl'oke,r " 
'" ,

~IC.t01 B. C:ook , oneof.the palt· 
n~!s III ~,he fll'111 of Mernll' Lync.h , 
Ple,t'ce, F elll,lel',and Bean.c;.asSel't~d: 
:lel e yestel~I!lY that. hls.. _c~nce! II " 

Il'.~ been ~\"ue ~f ,the sU~CO~,~lIt7{. 
tee~ ~ep01t bnt aUllis t!m~~;:~?~",d.! 
,no cotnment to.. n1l1k.e on ,it. ",;.i]f''1 i 

i 

, 

. 
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~,~ , , , , AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRE'S~' 
, 927 - 15th STREET, N.W.,.WASHINGTON 5, D. C.• ~XECUTIVE 26 '. r 

SANFORD H. BOLZ-Washington Reprlllsentative I 

TO: Saul Kagan - JP.30 fI\_ h~ )~')nrCh 6, ~9')23h.1
FP,ilH: Sanely Boh 
I{1~: S. 1748 ~\~/ ~l 

.' / r .Ii 
Further to ntr mem()randl,lm of February 27 on the above' I' am enclosing hereHithcopiesl· 
oft-he t.vl0 letters 1.\1l1;lch you· recmested, ,that. of September 12 to Crosser, and the one I' 
t.o....!.JcCaI'l'an on S. 14.16containin€~_the ninety million' dollar' estinateon' its cost, ". '11 

.';' illi 
I think. it mtght be a good, idea if you he.d copies of these hlO 'letters made for the'il\l' 
use of all of 1]S \-Iho are interested in ,the matt.er, so that our fHQs NUl be complete. Ii

1,\,l I did not hnve the faCil t t..ies to make additional copies. 
..' !'ji l 

" :11 

I shall eJ·Ja<l t fur,·t:.her ,·iord from you on the meeting "lith Taft ~ncl 0' Conor, bu~. with ," '. llll' 
the t.nff Bill now out of the '..Ja;{ things are likely t.o' ,move prett.y fEl at toward adj ourn-' ~!l'! 
mmit a,nd H' we are to have any chance at all we must act quickly now. : I ~ H~ 

" I
• I·:" 

': y '-" /.lItBest regard s. , tl~t . 
, ;il~ji· P;fj

'" tHL~ 
SHB:l1lk 
Enclosures 

/ 

;', 

,­ ....":. 
",.. ' "-. 



. Thil' copy may neither be transferred to a third party nor copied 0; published with~ut written'~ /.1. 
-,,,,,m;,,;on from Ihe ·Ccnl..1Arch;:;':, ~hC Wstory of the JewiSh.PeoP1C";]C~tc~ . FUe N6.:'!~~g£:L.l. 

Marah 5, 1952AbrahaM, S." Hymn\' ..., .. 
Aa 	 Sandy "Bo1!!!" "": 


Your note of Maroh 3 


Thanks so much for sending along the ooples of material I asked you for. whioh I am 
in turn passing on to Saul K~gan. who originally requested it. 

Be sure to let us kn~'when' the hapP1 . 

'V\'" .~J(:.Jt.:.·.~;' !~~:tl';., ~;~~. 

;~~Imklb~V", Yf.~,\~ h~'~~~:<<:~ ~ 'hl~ r;'{~'~t!~:",,;;:1.nr! ~j.~: .",. ~;;\J1.'1''E'~},{:. i;"~!i-,?;t·~"t . 

",r, t.S;f .... ~~ ~(!;:fr}.~~rl' ~(f.,,\.li,!~;d .!~(rlJ"~~'·"~:·;y:· l.:.1.t'~··. :f';,:!!tl»~ff~jt ~iO t,!,,;~ .:'.;:t.:'t":'-fJ~r q,J, t.hc: ' 
.,i> \;-; I";';~~ rt ~.:~~:,,;J..:n ~ f~~'~/~;i"{t:;! 't::r;r' t ~'.ij r~t, ~ t~~.~ 5: .i.'~!i\'~' ~}l~"J·t'J"t l tl1 f:' ~ZI~:~:t~;!.'1ll.i!~ ~;ff.~·t) t -t:,.~~"it\ ;;~iE.;' (~:;rf:r 

f~ f': \'.:~n, r'~l;;f~,t(}~},!lth!.i ~c.~~~~ '~!I'ic~ ,1:1181 ~" ~Cie' a~a1¥-ble" 'to 'tOU," 
,War' ClAIQS Funu1ll1der .present statute,. emla 8tatemen~'or the ' it: ,i,c' 

e£:t'ec:L~ or t~e; Japane'i3e',PeaCe':~at"'M~',the"t.erm1itatlMI,.';of;,the ", ;~H;. 
,state' of' war wIth GarmSl\Y upOn' the 'opera~lon:s~ior> that~:Office.' '.: i 

' •.• ' .......""." "'.-,".' ~," ' ••:, "!.' :",'" ~,' ·l';.·":_:"',~:~'" \~:"~"~;''''~¥"~':~~:t',?<, '~:':;' ;'., ~'" 


, ,", ",' , y.~u w111~'reclill ',thar'on'F~bl'U~. ~f~.9$1~"A'8elt~t . 
;~ttorney General Haro1dI.l1aynton,'Diroctor '0l":tb4hOffioe of, '!':. 

Allen Properti, appeared before your CDm1'Ji1ttee to discuss matters 
then pending as~hci:li ,aftect~d .t~e ,,9P~ratlon~ ,o! the ottine, and 
he fum1shEl.d. to ';you in1'oI"Ill4tlori as to ,the Stiltua:':of tbe"vested ,;": ',' J,' 

. property, as' of,DeCember.Jr· :195'6~ !:' :\~:i"t. ·t.,;;;; ':;:'~'l' :'i:.:,.. ' : ,., 1, ~ ,'''',,';:r,.:: :";', 

,. ";, /·:,:"'i'~"":;;:'::' ;""'1'"',:::";:,,:;.';,':.,,,,:[:,.,,;,,, "', !:..~""";";:" ;\"~,:,,, :j " . 

.' \ ,,;;:: Sin,C6tbat;timG, :~1n,ti:i,.tlle:,,!1rst afgbt'''moftth8~ortbl. 
cal49!l(jnr year considerable progress ha:". balm ma,:Jo in theadm1nie­
tratien 0f'~tl1o;,-rr,ad1ng ,~fiththe;.~n~rv1Ac,t." f~~ ~ded.F9~ one . 

,thing. <the,.bulk ,0£ "the ,ve.~iri.g. Qct~'on'was,' 'Coniplete4I:)e4~' only \ 
,a, small pre>portion of. ve8t1b+~ P~.oP~r:t.l, t9'be 'P:Z'!'~8Sse(f;;~osti)r" ,; I,• 

. ' tbat,uh lob:. ha.s.' ,been ',discOvered em' a 1; ctl.rre.ilt" 'bas18~·::'··/";~'.~)<,,·;,:, '~;'
'""<'.' !' .. '. -. ·':.,.:t.'-~~~~:~~,:j·.::~":· \.:t., , ' :':~'~,::::'ft?;;' . <\");! •. !~l~~~,:;~, .•~"hl"~1!_,~:I;,:.,:>,,,,,: :', t'\ : . i'".... 

"', '<"', 'SeCond~' ~tbe~i' baa' bQel{an";1D~"ee in :u,.e vested prepGrly, 
vllth a corrsspondinS"iliereaso tit 'the eot1m.ato8 of u,ltim&to proceeds, \ . 

\of S<Jch prop~;y\ to, be ~v~la.p;l~ fOJ:"" the 1tar Cla~a Fund. Thus, Be '.
.' or Sop~miiber,l~;.).9$1),; t~e:,~o~,~V~J:l.,o··Ot>y~~o~,F~t·~. ,,!~'~ 1:-,,,,
,$)SL,OOO,coo, valued ao. of.J.bc!' da.~0· o1'lvest1X;l(u~'."Tbat'prope.rty' hae;:;',·,;" 
"app~oci&ttid&.ino~' v~s.tlJ.lg'1D.,: ~~,~~~":or .7S)~j~. :~d we bave;~;: 
, ~cceb:od 1Dqomof,f'rom,1,,~";~o:the,.amo,mt·;or ~1i6,pOOjOOO,;,1~801'tbat.: the 

i'e total, . os. v41ue"er'" 'r: '.......-!8.8 cr:!S .. '~ber: l:"\ 19S1';wa.'"'' ',?' . , . , gr.,. !"., " ' , . P ·ICP~I'Y..,.."". "."" "" ,,~ . '. I ,-" i.... ,.;, ,$;;05. coo ooo~" ; You jrUJ, "hote,,"that th1a"~ . '.. eent.iY .If ~ ··atn'tb'.'ei bt '~l:h;·
·ioOn·t~1 Je)8~'000~OOogross"vla1u'e::';;:;t';,j:'i\""~~,,., ,:. ~ 

y ~06')R13vv .<~. 
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H~~abJ.~D.o~.Cr9_;· ',:. '.'~ 't"~",' .,.,~<: ~'... .:, :".''r: .,' ';" 

Chli1rman, Comidtteo. cilIDterstate , J' ". \} ',',' , ....
.' " , "':", , 

. and Fore1s1i.Camerce I ',: .' .....••.•.' ...: • '., .',,,.,' ". 

HouaEl of Representativos"~; .' ':" .'. ,;,.:!" . ' i ;'. . :.. :>:.\ ..,", 
Ylasb1DgtOn, D....C.'; " ":, ' .. ", ';i.. :,>·: ·.. '-'t.: ':'. 


" ',' t! 1, ',' .>: '7';" •. ,\i'.... r~,'" .~':;,,'~.::::..;.'.~ ,:'., ;"" .. ': :,1 


, . '\: .,.!" 

. 1\' "..i '." ~:. :., \ '"'f''' .• '.. ,. "i." -; ".: "'h117 dear. Mr. ~I .\ 

,1 J 

.' ..." , 

.... loti bave reQiieated 'the' submission or Q c:tiiTent·· report ".:;" 

o£·r\.ho;·Of.'ice of Alien ,pr(ipsrt.ll'l.1.:t:,h l·upect to the Ut.atU8 of tho . 

funds tl~1D18tere4, bY t.hat· Office ~wu-' the'1~4ing'W1th':. the: Ene.: 

Act 1ri rel.atlon~ ,%0.' the' flniOlints which' in87,be made, avaUAble', to the,. 

War "ClAims P'un'd;Under .preierit 'aiatute~ 'a,n(l'astatol'l1erit o£ the' •I:." (;., 

er.re~t or the JapaneSG,Peace 'l'reat),",ano the t.emmation' of-·the, ,'; 

state of war with Gern..any upon tho 'operatlons'or that: Office.: . 

'" " '"' :'. " :' ",J", ,,'••,,' .' ,s,;,' ':, ." ,,! :; .. ,;,,:_",'~ 'l~:"'~\ •. ',.: , •. '. ! .. ",' ".. 

"', You will~ recauth:lt':onF~bruary 20, '-19$1, cAas\tStant . 

Attorney Oeneral Hnrold'I.nayntm,(Dlrcctor iOt'''tbeOffice ot ".' ." 

'Alien PrapertYJ s.ppeared before yourComm1ttee to discuss matters . 

then pend1ng as ,tho:!. a.1'!'oct,~d t~e "OI)erat-1ona or the Office, and 

he .furnlshfld to ::yoU information as to the sto.ttts~of tbe'vested' 'f' :':: ·1.~ 


'property, aeof,))~cem.ber,)i~' '19~O. '.~ ::,"',:: ",'.' "",'<'~'" "~I '.' . 'I,. ,"; : ; ''','' \ 

, ' '" ' ',',' ' " ' i"",: ':' , . / . .) \ " 

.. '. ,;:S~c~ :~bat.,i~~: .dw.:-lri{t~e::flrst eight ':montbe' or',this 

calendnr year considGrable progreDshas oo(m ma~o 1n the adminis­

tration or;t~o, Ti'Miing tflt.h the;E'rlemy).~.~s &r:!~ded. For one 

thiDg""the l.?ulk ·0£ ,the vesting act~~·'wll.s,'~omplet~i··lea'~1nlf'onl7 

a. small pr'?Port1~ ,of v60tlble pr,~~rt7 to be'pJ'ocosftod,';nostly' 

,t.hat. 	"fhich bas, been ~.d18coverod on. a"ClUTent:bae1e~: ':', "'\' ..l'1" :,'.
.: .. ~.',. '·',.·~.':'I;'>.~ :.,... ,..,..~ d !t':-;I( . ':.;(:. ,"'~;~;.t \.:f;:;~~J".}~:::·:'~.'·· \,:):··,c"'~:~.:,:;/t;i:~,,!."'>·! 

.:' ::," '·Second;:,,:t.hercrh&~ bQeh"m::mcrekse 'k'thO :v&etEtdpropGZ't.y, 
with a corrosponding "'increa5t) 1:n the80tlmates ot u.ltimate procoode, 
o! lr.sch prop~,. to; ~ l1;v&1.lab.l,,~ar, ~~e ~li\rCla.tms,Fund.. '!'bUB, 819 

. of 5opt.~,er.l, .. l:9'1~ t~e;t,ot~, ~l.~e ?r,ye.$tO~, propCt~~7 ~8 i( ': :,~
,e384,ooo,coo". ,YI'~lued ~o . of,Jbe, dtlt,eot' 'V"!fetlbS~' t.' That"~proport:r .ha.tk1.i·::· 

, apprcciatad. since ye~~g in. t,~e.mO\dlt".or ,$7",'009,000; 'and;_ haw:.' 
rocelvod 1ncome.. ~rom',1~ to ,the' amol#tt:of Sl!6_000jOOOrso::thatthe 
t.otal ·p~os8·.~v'o.l~e.,Qf' pr,ctl~,!~s'"~i'SGptamberJ:j~ .1~1•. 'lTa.' '.\: i: ,;~ . .'., 

,.S,So5,ooo,OOO.' :10u),111: note that th1~ 'rep"sent,al, 1'.: {xatll" iii eight ':. ',Y 

, mOnths or ~J6~OOO~OOO erossvalue~ .. ;,~ ".'::., ' , . . 
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'~ '.".:, 111~~:'r~~ct ~~'{~~bl11~O~aga1~;t:"thlt! :~~OWl~~':~.~b~,~·; 
totalvallue or; Vi':fSt.ed ',properties ,paid 'out,10.,Dowe 5209.hoO,ooo.". 
Thi$~ !igtU'o"'breaks 'd.own Be' toll~t :,;$32,lOQ,OOO,:i9+",': ~~t,,,.a~i~ 
th's :and oonservatory; iaXp,dftSea, $38,ooo,OOO,:peid' out ,on- ~;La;S.r.is:". 
and~uite;' includ.ing ~l;,OOOiOOO transterred,~(t~,tbe Tr.a~W!'l~:~der 
nverso ·lerid,....le~8e :arrangements),,-, $9.100;000; in Pb111'Pp~~ ~ a,sqets,:;, 
.p~ldi O"fer:to tb~)Ph1llp~tne Al1en'Propert.1.'Ar,'Im1n1st.rat$~.:.. ~lch,:,:,. 
while' it;"· has hearf re-trensf'erred to: Ud.(IJ.\Orr1C0,toJ.'h~~t~t:net:l~, 
~p.l. ttRIGt be '!llcltidad ....s·:e;lclebit· l.1gurej ·e1nce,i:t~/M,\1UPP1ll!l·H,::, 
GOVernment is entitled to receive tho"'ult!ma.te'~oCeGds,:f'l'CDl. euoh 
Pr.'OP'artt. "An' ~ju8tment/ or.·$lOt~OO,OOO.;:,rnust. be.~::fOr<n.Waiuat.ion 
'or'"~ aa.AS 'received~'al!J "dividends '1l'i' l1.'qu1datlon :o.t.i~J,lusineBG;,:ent.~ , 
prisetJ. 'r~li,;l'le :have;patd '$l20,OOOiOOO'to,t.he,,_~,;:~;'Furid. : 

,J; . ' ~~ .. ~. ','.' ~ ,:~. ~.r.· .::t, ,:"1 ~:::J'.~ ';" :'.:. ;;4' ,,: :~, ~ . ; ;. ;" i l~, .: ,~, '.:~ } :~t'.~i'!::· 'i ~':: ';- ", .... ',~~:' ';- /. )".' : :!'" ":j:,~~:;,/( .., .. h," • 

Ey dDducting ~209#Loo,ooo trOll iSOS"ooo,OO{). In:) arr,lve at 
a f~c~I1' o!~$29Si6oo;oOO' lis "of;:,fiilpt~"e1* 'l,~, 19~1, "w1)1c.ll'~r~$.s~:\vJ. 
:the 'e,~t;i1iI4~~d ftluo·"o.t>vosted proportY',st1l1 'held~~r:,tl~e~ adtWl1S';" 
:t.t'ert..~~ot t,h.e; ~~~ce .or Alitm,Prap0rt7if l',"lAp1n, yOt.l i~f;q~~,~~bIlt 
,U,li~,; is ,.~ ,':~fJarOAB~ ',of 1't}29,L.oo,ooo -£::0:3, th.·;..!1gure"gi,'Vf1~,;;lOU '~~~t.:~ ; 

.'DGceaoor 31, '1950, although that·j18'more:tb_';.ocoun"~ ;!t'ol:,,,b1l,:tli.~ 
payment "1h'to ~~e' w:nr tCll111is :hn4. e1nCQ tha~t_ ot'::~ibQQ.tOOO.,',' 

,i;U$i~:~~;~:a~~~:;:o~~ ,,~pr0c.~~~_;.O:,~:~~~,d::;r~:~to7 i~;;' .'1~~e~:~d 
" ,.... :~~'.: .f,'·- ""~/:~ , ,~, ," ·l' .• :~:~:·,:·;"i~ .~·r ( . " ~" ,~,~ ~',j,-~'.'j l':'~ ~ '~ .. 

~, ,,' ,', 'l'hfll'reS$ma tor'cla1ms~aad sult.s·.luivo:nQt.;:.been i ~bst.ant.1"lly 
oitangec4" The probabltFrGsGrvo,tor cla1ms :allowanc~ ..~r legislation 
which has been enacted 1s carried At ~'O,OOO,ooo. nesen-ee are still 
~rrle~ tor eectlon':9 ·sulteat. $l2S,OPO.OOOjl;fJO ~ba~'~"flCrv~D: 4"01" 

. claims and sultsL redin"at·$11S,OOO,OOO. ~_;')':' '",:)'. ;"" ;;~"L~;', 
: • ',.' '~'~' .• '~I'~.' ,,~;<, .~ I·:~t J: ~ ';' \.~,:: .;' 't ".": I ;'.'~.:":J!'~ .~ :~;\,,,,.,~!< ';;;~: ":; ,}, ~.\ \:::' t:. ;, f ·;;:.t(:1 ~ t;~ ,~\i.~ ';,;1 n . 

. ' " "" ,"-", FrotaJth8:~net:~propert7;,'beld.,.1'&29S,600,poQj:,:the:\8ia\#8ct.i.Gn 
,or,: too', amo;mti·~r·rG8lnee. tor' 'cla1ms>an4!au1t8; . jl~JOQO,9QO;':,:,~~ve8 
. 8ppropmatel,Y$120,600,OOO. over"tmd, o.'bove"the propert.;Y,.:,wbject .~. .. 

:;~:;;:,,:,i lJ,Cl!d~9. '!'his l'epre'eents.4' decrease, in;.net hold1Dge ((Lapp¥mntely 
. , \l~.29, LOO,OOO"~hieh is 1!lOre ,than accountGcI;·for·)'7: the· ~ce~~" p.qment8 

'lrito the 'tar' Cl'dms·.Yuhd.: ','i',~ :,""; . : ::;, "f' : 1; r w'.)! ".::,: ..,).::;,::~ 
,'" . ,"'-: 'r-, i,);'~. '.~~;.'~ f.'~·':':';~7",":1.;;;'t':,,>~,,;~, , 

,i ;,,~,,' "," . ,I:, . . . :\,:..:.:~ t "', ~: ,J.,'.,,',: it :"';:~ '),':~~"i:'! 

" . YOU have' also requested a st.atement 4S:to, the ,ef'tec.t" of the . 
"'Japanese PeaCElf',Treaty and the Resolution (H. J. Res. 2(9) ~ro tennlnate 

tho stato ot ~, .~-;h Oermany'" on the funda administered b7 the orric. 
o! Alien Property. ' 'l'heco:ning into effaot of Dither tho Japanose 
peaoe Troaty or the resolution tor the tori'dnatlon of tho war wlth 
GematlY' mll not advorsely affoot tho operations -of tha.t Office Or sub­
stantially reduce the funds lldln~.nil!ltered by it. ­

", I) 6. c)"':( ~eJ.., L \..1 V 
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The Japanese' Peace Treaty makliln pr1)Vision for return or 
certain di:plomatle andccmrular property and certain property of 
religiou,9 and char1t.~ble.orgen.l~atl~sJ ,~d,.,'!t,~~s:,~~oviG~Qn tar";,, "."r 
r()l~asC\l of ceZ"tlain'obUgatlons'owed to· Japlmooe .. cOtJpanios "in. -the. ;', . 
United states, 1"rJa:panesopcr8m81.'~s,. or': ct)i.1;or~~lonS ··loC~;ed;;,. 
in Jap:lllj;whGre thl'? (:)b:I-igat~on~' ~o.~o~~~.1n,ton~,,~;, Since ,dUring 
tho war" diplomatic- and ,oonsular' prOperty ,,~,~ ~(1e:r' Ulri .con~rC?l,ot".::., 1•.. ' 

tbe'Department 'of· Sta". b7v1~\le'Qf"!XeC:ut1.ve: Oi'dei"' 9760, on11'l~j : ~"" 
small 811!ldUnt,apprOx.1mi.t~1Y \'t23;OOO ~:~41iie,)~s~~r. beim: ivoste4. ~'J~', 
U01"8OVer, throughout' the:'\'rlAi" the O:tt1e,e of Alien.,PrOPerty , ~~eto~an 
~d .the ·otf1ce:rot .l~en ~, ~~~~dth.e POl1CT,9f..~,ot :v,eeting 
reUglous'and Oharlttlit;10 ~,!p~~~;~~,!,~ l~' ~o1f,:~,po~~,P~o~.I!_~ ,;::ii/~, 
The t;ot&l gro8,s;anlount~"'.ot~~~~J ~r,~.:t<?,oo "c,~~r~c;t~izG~;·as.:" . 
rGl:i.giou8 Md. char!table .i~, ~tP~o~~~e.~" $~,090,- ~lj:.hw.8h"UDU1" :.'" ,",,:. 
A !1nmJ.examtnation ,or ~1i~, mta:t-~,,, ,~d \1S~afJ'~l,~t pr<lp&rtl, ..'l~ ca:nnot 

, be dtrl.eridned bOflf much o!'thl1t't'otal'wOtlld actuall1' be returnable. .. }( 
. ,,' . :"'v'\ :;', r ,« _ , ; " ~'\ : ":'/ !~:"! ':",l" "1:"'· <':'~·'(1'!..:~"~:" : '\--:'~.' 

With :respeet to th.'~ ~bl1g~tlOna,.'9t,;Japane.se~na~lonal.'.·:' L", 
and corpOratIons' oWad to·veated'·J'~..,8ljes. ~lmS iri"t.be:..Un1~ed,sta.teB,n 
thex,.:f ~ld, ,ap'PQal- ta':be:~oil~ed 'fp~~:~;.~re~t. '~~~~i;~i.': the ""'~"'." \: 
,estl'matea 4S to:'\tl~il'la~$'rea1:ilf!tlp.}l t,rcm: VQst~4,'·P~oPflrtl'''·\,ThU8.n ':. 
the yt'D. obliuet1otlQr:Qt' v~bted b{udZlerin: et;l~(!.rpr1s~s,P4l7aUle: in ;Japan . 
ht!1vQ been'carrlod' by :the' Q:t:rice·;~mli,i:o.~.'·,~;:uOln~n, ~.&l~.() l,\Je,cauee ..0£ 
thcvant.1Cipat.ed dtftlcultj'or;"tm;,oaaibllUt'of' co} loctlon•. As 
near17 llS 1.'\11}" 00 d~t~rm;ned ,~r~, tl~~,! rpe~ds ;of ,t.h, I orf1~e,. the I yen .'!. ;',v 

obligations arr~otGd:b1 thiB prov1s!on',ot·the~Tr$&tY ,1Q)U].ci,be.in the .' 
total 'eount Of",$6~7$SilOOten,,1mlc;h..Avdl\tedl\t a' oonversi:9Jl i-ate Of 
360'yeu ,to·the·~ollar; WOuld :n~t to l'08s than $20,000. . 

" ,." 'J .... :,~~,..~ ,'~''''''}':~::''.r~~''r~~'* 

On the .other h;!.nd, the Troaty··tloea nbt ilwalldato <!pllar 
obligations owed b,y J&pan(H~E:i not.1on$ls t.,o U~." "v;~~ted);~~elneS6 .onter­
prisf3l9. Bocauao of the ,dUn.cuItteD involved 1b their collE.ictlon,. 
these dolllU· obligations were' &Usa c&tr~d:.a~",,,,~omiDCl figure. 
However, coll&C'tion effortu will nott, bcf made 'and',n~lle;atlons "hub­
et1tuted tor the nomi,nal 'figure "hermr'hi3d~•. ccmse<,tU0n~1¥, while . 
there is avaUabIo no est:tmate of the value or the total dollar 
Gbllgat10na owed by JapanellIe nnt1.onals .in Japan' to veoted buauuu18 
mterprlsll6, 1t 1s likely that the return an thi9.1'Iill equal or 
exceed the amount lost on rel.aee of the yen obligations, so that 
in actual taot the operation or the treaty ~y mean a alisut net 
gain in vested assets. . . . 
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Tbe joint rocolution to teroinnte the lvar w1.th Germany, of 
course, lIUlkes no provldon for return or _my GfIl"l':lsn property. Uore­
ever, both {he OGl'C'..anpe~c~ rell501tltlon md tho JRpmnese TreAty eon­
firll the <mthorltYQI:tbe O.frle~ of fllhnProperty to continue to 
sel~.' thdtprbpGrty of OI£!l"rltU:l9 &'id JapMfH'lG Which 11ndar eurron,t vest­

, ina polIcy ,was hubdaat to vtlst1ne~ .As you lmow, worder ~o f'aclli­
iata thu :~roBiir.iptloll: of co~mtlrolal relat.lonel bet"'~€Itt the {Tnited States 
and tho !ormf!r en~' aauhtriee" it was deten';)lned t.hat no vonting 
nctlon'WQ1Ud,:,,'be:;\tndortaken wiUt ret3poct to enerq proporty Wld 
interests in tho trnitod states tf)uch nr<>8e ,~t~r De9~bo!., :31, ~ 1~L61 
the date: of':!ar-...al cenal'lt10\\"Of" ool!til1t1ea~~.'/ The ItreatY"lIndtha" I 

joint 't~8olution ~ o~ch" ccintiftuQ:9" ~u~bOri'iy:! to'~'ll,e1~Q ,t)Ar~ "~ndJa.p$ne6. 
]Jrop~rty:ln't~le:UnitedSt.l;\toA!"M'41ch' ntoa'e"ptt6r to 'tllstJ:date." ',": 

,~', ',.'1.<':1: ..... ;.~:, \;t"'';r'\(! ~'~'~"rl~""":~{' '1':- ("\.~::'::1~,.1t:,r• . '" .-:~'~. ~<I';. ~,-..'::' .. ' 

": ,':You ',nn.ve '8.1so n5kQd, for: statements 'as' t¢ thf!!' 'fIj.r.rcet' of' pl"o:.; 
posed clog181nti.on pending b1.tfore your (!Ol'!'J.n1ttee on the current com:.n1t­

. mmlts for ue~r of th~ ult1m.nte. proceeds of ve!':!tod.'Property tinder, the . 
cl)nt..rol, ot thlSorrice ;ot'-;\lion Property.' Tttla Department is ''ourient1;y 
rm.·nl!l)h1n.1y011.r.'C~ttee·lt1tn, individual rElrO:M.ct on th9'hlnvarit 
lagisla'tiCll 'pendiJlg- before 'Y'O!,ll" COt.im1ttee~ 'b1~er"el" ~Gatititf1te!j', AN' 
av:~11abiG,~ they taro ',:inCluded in the 1r.ut1vidual'ireport.~~ ;·::L~i:. ::'. . .. ," 
, ," ,ie': \'/')1 :I<"'(",:';,;:,:,;,:."".~; 'J,~; '~,:~·~1'.1t· ~',,>",,~"'.'~ .j ," * ~,\,~': ',": I' It.i'~·l 1.' i· ~~<'\'.~, " 

, ;1; Itruat thatth1s'proV1de6·:Gi.lt!1c1ent; 1ni'ormat1orVas'to' the 
CUl;~rtmt .dt~tu:s ,of :operatio-q8 :llncer JthillTrllding:wi th the· ErleriIy· Act for 

. the prElll(l:tlt purpost.S's:of~tour CotOm.lttee. . . 

, ' , ' 

" ,," i ' 

.: ' ' P~on· Frlt'd . , .:' 
":, ('.' ,'\!. 'l}eputy.:AttorneyOeJ'MJ'al.>:·:.. ' 

\1: ;!:''':'''.\ .. ~~~,,: \ .. ~~ .. ~;;!~ j •. ;;"~.,,,. 

',I:'; .~. ,': ,. • M ·'f' 

, ~', ;: ;, " ' i. ~ l ". ! [ 

, ' '.:! ' '; ~" I . 

~~ • 'i' : :' I, \ ' • 

,;:' .r 

,', . 
I.' 

I : ' . J 

~ . . ' '.', ~ :.,'." 
~ :, j-. -, ~ 
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WAR CLAIMS Cm.~USSION 


Washington 25, D.' C. 


Honorl'lbl~ 	Pat MCCarran 
Chairman, 	Committee on 

the Judiciary 

Unlt~d States' Senate 

\v~sh:i.ngton 25,D. C•. 


My dea.r Senator MCCarran: 

Reference is'reade to your letter 'of May 1, 1951, requesting a 
report on s~ 1416, 82nd' Congress, irA Bill To amend the War Claims 
Act ,of 191.).0, as amended, to provide compensation for unpaid coffiio 
pulsory labor and inhumane·treatment of prisoners of war and for 
other enol1'.y violations of the GeneVa Convention respecting prisoners 
of war," . 

. The purpose of this bill is to authorize the War Claims Co:tn.­
nd.s::don to receive ,adjudicate according to law, and· provide for 
the pctyreent of any claim filed by any prisoner of war for compensa­
tion, (a) for the violation by the enemy government by which he was 
held, of' such government's ohligations to him'underTitle III, sec... 
tion III,· of the Geneva Convention of July 27, 1929, relating to 
labor of prisoners. of war, or, (b) ror inhumane treatment of him 
by such enel1'.y government. 

The tem. "prisoner of warll' is defined as any regularly ap­
pointed, enrolled, enlisted, or inducted l1'.el1'Der of the reilitary or 
naval forces of the United states Who was held as' a pris~ner for. 

.'{ , 	 any period of tiree subsequent to December 7., 1941, by any g oveI'n­
ment of any nation with which the United states hns been a.t war sub. 
sequent to such date, and who on the date of enactreent of this act . 
(or on the' date of his death if he died prior to such date of enact. 
mont) wns a citizen, national, or resident of the United states. . 

The compensaliion which would be allowed to any prisoner of War 
would be at the rate of $1.50 per d·!lY for each'day he was held as a 
prisoner on which'~ny Violation, or Violations, 'of the character 
referred to above, occurred,v'ith respect. to him.; The intention of 
the bill appears to be to provide. a maximum 'compensation of :~J..50 
per day, regardless of the number or character of the violations 
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which occurred on that day. Any claim allowed under this bill would 
be certified to the Secretary of the Treasury 'for payment out of the 
War Claims Fund established by section 13 of the War Claims Act of 
191.~8. 

The bill further provides that in case of·death of the per­
son entitled, the amount allowed shall be payable to or .for the 
benefit of certain specified Burvivors _ . ;,. 

The purpose of the bill would be accomplished by adding a new 
subsection (d) to section 6 of the War Claims Act of 1948, as amended • 

. The claims recognized by this propesed legislation ate based 
upon provisions of the Geneva Convention of July 27,1929, ail inter­
national agreement'relating to the treatment of lJrisoners of war. 
The United States 'was a signatory to this Convention, as were' 
Germany and Japan. -~~11ile Japan did not ratify the Convention, 
it agreed to be bound by its terms•. This bill includes t.wo cate­
gories of the duties and obligations owed to prisoners of war, the . 
violation of either or both of which would be thE)' basis for a claim. 
The first,of these categories relates to the labqr' of prisoners of 
war, and is set forth in Title III, section III of the Convention} 
the second category has to do with inhumane treatment and is set 
forth in various articles of the Convention; particularly articles ' 
2, 3, 7, 10, 12, 13" 21,. 22, 54, 56, and 57. 

With regard to the labor of prisoners of war, Title III, sec­

tion III of the Geneva Convention provides, in. brief, that bellig­

erents may utilize the labor of able prisoners of war, but such use 

.is very clearly circumscribed and limited. One such fundamental 
qualification is that only the labor of physically sound priooners 
of vmr may be utilized, according to their rank and aptitude, . 
officers and persons of equivalent status' excepted•. That quali- . 
fication is expressly stated and is reinforced' by other provisions 
in 'ritle III, section III of the Convention. In addition" that 
section also provides detailed and express requirements as to,the 
actual conditions of worle of prisoners of war, such as the length 
.of the day's work, the amount of rest which must be guaranteed, 

.... ,..cC'·.. 9
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the type of work (work related directly with war operations is spe­
cifically forbidden), the application of the detaining power's labor 
statutes (such as workmen's cOFipensation), and so forth, A second 
fundamental qualification relative to t;le labor of prisoners of war 
is that they shall be pald for t.heir labor. This applies whether 
such labor is employed either directly by the military or by pri­
vate employers. The ,only exception to this is the work connected 
with the administration, management, or maintenance of the prisoner i 

of war camps themselves. The Convention further provides that the 
portion of wages not paid to the prisoner during his detention 
shall fue delivered to him at the end of his captivity, ,and in 
case of the death of the prisoner, ,shall be fOl"V'farded through 
diplomatic channels to his heirs. 

The ~'iar Cla:iJns Commission has evidence showinG that these 
lai.~or provisions of the Geneva Conventton were flagrantly vio­
lat.ed by certain enemy governments. That' evidence shows instance 
aftrJl' instance of American prisoners of war being forced to Vlork 
a~ e)~tremelyheaV'J tasks, often while, Hl, underfed, in unhealthy 
and dangerous conditions, and rrithout pay. .A mere listi.ng of some 
of the t.ypes of jobs at which theSe prisoners 'were ,required to . 
labor illustrates this point. 1'1111S, it was not uncommon t,o find 
prisoners being required to vfOrk in logging and lumber camps, in 
extreme cold and w'it;,out adequate clothing; in steel mills, on 
v{ar projects; in coal and copper mines, digGing by hand; filling 
up shell craters, digging trenches; constructing airstrips; and 
so forth. There ~3eems little doubt that there were many viola­
ticms with regard to the actual conditions of employment and the 
requirement that prisoners shall be paid for their labor. 

Cla:Lns for the compensation provided for by this proposal may 
also be based upon inhumane treatment of prisoners of war. The 
bill defines the term "inhumane treatment" to include, but not be 
limited to, violation by ,the' enemy G:overnment, or its agents, of 
one or more of the provisions of articles 2, 3, 7, 10, 12, 1), 21, 
22, 5h, 56, or 57 of the Geneva Convention of July 27, 1929. The 
foregoing articles of the Geneva Convention set forth certain mi~li­
mum, or basic, standards of justice and decency to be accorded 
prisoners of war.' Some of these art:'i.cles are general :tntheir 
nat.uro, while others are more detailed, but all are express and 
definite in their import. 
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As eX8111ples, articles 2, 3, 7 and 10: indicate the tenor of the 
reqnirements in. this respect. Article 2 provides that prisoners of 
war shall have the rifht to be treated hui1lan~ly and shall be pro­
tected against acts of violence, insults, :anct.public curiosity, ·arid 
Measures of reprisal. Article 3 provides,aMol1g other thinr,s, that 
prisoners of war shall have the right to have;tneir person and honor 
respected~ , 

Article 7 requir'es that prisoners shall be evacuated rapidly 
frOM cOPlbat zones, shali·not needlessly be exposed to danger, and 
shall not be Marched beyond a liMited distanci~. on anyone day. . 
Article 10 provides certain requireMents refative to the sanital'Y 
condition of the quarters of prisoners of war. Other articles : 
relate to the furnishing of adequate clothing, and to lIMitations 
on disciplinary punishMent. 

It should here be pointed out that the articles specified in 
the definition of inhl~ane treatMent do not include article 11, 
which relates to the quantity and quality of food which must bE) 
furnished to prisoners of .war. Section 6 of th~ Har ClaiMs Act· 
presently makes provision for compensation for viola.tion of 
article 11. It further should be pointed out that the COMpensa­
tion provided by this bill is in addition to, and not in.lieu of, 
cOl'lpensation which is presently available under section 6 of the. 
\var ClaiMS Act.. . 

Again, as· in the case of the provisions relating to labor of 
prisoners of war, the War ClaiMs CoMMission has evidence showing 

,! t'lidespread failure on the part of the enePlY governments to observe 
the Geneva Convention requireMents relative· .to h~o.ne treatMent of 
prisoners. It appears unnecessary to here go intot.he detailed 
account of the nature of the treatment of American prisoners of war 
by certain eneIllY governments during World r/ar II. The .deliberate 
deprivation of hUMan necessities, of life itself, practiced by cer­
tain eneny governments, has been established beyond any doubt, not 
only by the testiMony of the thousands who suffered at their hands, 
but also by the wealth of lvrittenevidence which has been produced. 
The frequent MaltreatMent. {n Many instances resulted in perm<ment 
damage to body and Plind. Although theCoJ11l'lission recognizes that 
nothing· can Grase the. scars of these experiences frOM the minds or 
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rocHes of our former pr:i.f-'oners of l-Jar, it is considered tha.t th:l,l3 
bill uill, to some small degree, COHlp(!ms~te them for their suffElring-. 

In connection Hith the above, the -t;.:r.(;)atment of enemy prisoners 
of war by the United States Government dUl~ing ~lorld ';Tar II stands 
in marked contrast. This Governrnent,scrupulousl.y observed the 'letter 
an<lspirit of the requirements of thE:! Geneva Convention. Prisoners 
Here treated humanely i).nd were not £'urced to work. Of particular 
relevance here, is the fact that', ip the case of those ".Iho volun­
tarily chose to work, full payment for their labor. l-laS ~)rovi.ned for 
by this Government, and in of.:.her reElpects tiv;:) United Stat.es Oovern~ 
me:.lt carried out its oblif;ations under the Ormeva Convention. Thus, 
on f!ecG,::ber 5, '19h7, the IJnitec1 States entered into a; bilateral agree­
ment l·lith Germany uherein the United States' transferred to Germany 
the SlIm of (:;lhO,OOO,OOO, O'lt of vlhich Germany vIas to make payment 
to the (icrman prisoners of: T·lar held b;)T us. On .January II!, l?h~/, 
~:2;:,OCO,OO() Has transferred to the Italian Government under a similar 
agreenent. 

It should be noted t.hat the ftmds referred to at-ove, Eor the 
purpose of carrying out our o1)lig:J.tions to enem~f prisoners of HCtr 
under the Geneva Convention, came .from appropriations, Hhereas the 
claims recognized by S, 1416, for, the 'benefit of out m-m pri:3oners
0: war, are to be paid from the liJar Claims Fund. Th2.t Fund consi::;ts 
of sums co\rered into the Treasury pursuant to the provisions o:~ Sec­
t::i.on 39 of the Trading vrith the Enemy Act of Octol)er 6, 1917--in 
~:rief, c~rtain liquidated enemy assets. 

It, is estimated that Ihl,OQ0 former prisoners of 1-lar and, sur­
vivors vlOuld be eligible for benefits under the prov:i.sion:::i of S. li!16, 
if enacted. Assuming that ~·;}.SO per day would be the maximum amount 
payable, it is efltiniated that the bill tvould cost approximately 
~:;90,000,000. As has been stated, these claims would be paid from 
the Har Claims Fund, established by section .13 of t;18 I'Jar Claims 
Act, ai1d not from, direct appropriations. . 

F(}:c the forcf?;oing reasons, the 1'Iar Claims Cornmission recom­
mends f'~v.orable consideration of S. 1416 by your Commit.tee. 


