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opeoified by seotion ,,300 of the ,Aband9ned.pr,op~rtl "Lawf :;.,In,;ap .. ,oplnion 
deoided by me on JU,lY,3, 1944.,:,I",adv~Bed·yo.u.,:.that:::United,::.~tateaJ bQnds, 
issued in the names,of,iridividuals who had made period10 deposits to be 
uBed for the purohase of Buch' bonds should not be deeJih~d abandoned pro­
perty, under the same section of the statute. The only differenoe bet­
ween that case" and the present, on~,; 1s: ~hat .,here the ·~,seo~r1~ieILthem'" 
selves "were depo~,i~ed••••w~le ,1 11 :that, .case ",~he:, depoeit~ wert;! oJ +money' 
and nO,t of the a,ecurlties ,.in ,q~estion. i' j, T,he ~tat~1;e, contelll:pltllte.:!t~at 
abandoneq. "p,roper~y :;m~Y1.nolu,d~ ~pingB ,',ot~r,nthan ;,money .. (seot~,on ;393,\ 
(3-C),I;,and'7se,ot~0:'1 1403). On the other hand, the rationals of my 
1944 opinion was that the words 'amounts due on deposita' were not apt 
to desoribe seourities.If this ruling is to be changed, it should be 
for the legislature to adopt language more clearly signifying the inten­
tion to require that seourities as well as oash be tUrned over to the 

,.,Controller. 

'It is ml opinion therefore that the seour.tties held for ,the benefit af 
tFie customer should not ,be deemed abandoned propertf- Any prooeeds of ' 
suon seourities negotIated by the bank, however,wl 1 beinoluded with­
in abandoned property_ ••• II (142).1 ', .. " 

"Bee a160 1947 Opo Att. Gen. 119 in which it was stated: 

'The sta.tute under considera.tion'refers only to any "amount" representiq 
a benefit reoeived by a banking organization or its nominee. There is no 
m~ntion of seourities whioh might alao be reoeivedby banking organiza­
tions .. The use of the word ,"amount 11 wi thout further elaboration would 

,not ordin~l.rily descrtbe seour! tiest and under ther.e,circul\1stanoes, if IJb 
l'egisTa-turede:(~ire"B"thr,d; gecurj.tiea as \veIl "as -oaa:iiib-e-turned over -to'---­
~he Controller under th,e statute,' languag i,! more olearly signifying suoh 
lntent10n ehouldbe adopt,ad .. The foregoing conoluelon 1s ~n aooordanoe 
with pr~or opinions rendered by me to the effeot that bonds and other 
seourities deposited with and held by banking organiza.tions should not 
be oonsidered as "amounts due on deposits" wlthin the purvlew of seotion 
300•••• 1944. Op. Att. Gen. 40; 1944 Op. At.t. Gen., 176; 1944 OPt Att. Gen 
178.' (p. 120 J Emphasl s added). ' ':, .,' 

,'nIt may be oonoluded therefore that any seouritle's b'elo'nging to enemy 
aliens, or in faot belonging to any person, held by New."York banks would 
not be subJeot )0 the Abandoned Property Law~ irrespective of the exlst ­
enoei,of any Federal Freezing orders.. ' 

'"~fi however, the bank in q~eetion sold these'securities and retainea 
instead the prooeedeo! suoh sale, such prooeeds would,be subJeot to the 
Abandoned Property Law even if they belonged to enemy aliens and oame 
\w;hiri blooking regulations. See 1946 Op. Att. Gen. ll.in whloh it was 
held that: . ' , 

'Depostis held by banking organizations to the oredit of enemy 
, aliens or persons residing wi thin the blooking regulation of the 
. Federal Government whioh have been unolaimed' for 15 fears are to 

1;)e deemed'abando~ed property under the provisions of seotions 
, ,"'300 and 303 of theAba.ndoned Property Law. It 1s my opinion that 
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Hr. S.J. Rub1n 
1832 .leff~l'son Plaoe. N. \1. 
Washington 6, DO. ' V' 

eel Hr. Regen· 

You tdll reer.!l ~hat quite some time ego \'1S ,11BmtOFH!Hi in tho 
Stp..te Department \he problem of heirless Du.tah securl ties held in 
the U. S.A. 

Mr. Spier tN-ked \0 me about 1 t when I was in Hol1tmd laot 
time. He mailed me COW ot a. letter bY' the DIltch Finen.ce H1n1st1'7 
fmd n li8tol the sacurit1es (both attnehed). ~ thq wa1\ed over 
two ~f!'.re. 1s DOt· k:nDwn to me. 

1 B,asume 10u could find out what the ate.tud of thene 
seourit1ao 1tl end \l!hethl?'l' 1t 'WOuld be possible to obtEt1n thalr 
rele~se on the cond1tions stipulated in the letter. 

I em DOt cleer whether these securities Are regerded ae 
Ge:nnan 8esets rout ~ come under the Jll.SO bill. . 

K1ndeetr~ards • 

. H. ROBXNSON 

NRIIA 
enea. 
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The Rap.e, 26th April, 19.58.. 

Mlnlstry ot FinandeB 

Be: lelrl.8. aBaeta. 

I. Spier, 1111,., 

lotary Publio, 

W....lnA. 24. 

A mIt e r d 8 m 


Dear Mr. Spier, 

During our oonTerutlon of Maroh 13, 1958. 1 ha.y. promhed 7011 to 
,iTS you 80me 4etal1s ooncerning th8sbove named qa.8.tlon. Aa the co11aot­
inc ot information regArding the Bssets 1n qU8f1tlon aauaed 80me trouble,. 1t 
took longer than 1 expeot.dst that t1me. Bowever, nov ,ou will reoeive 
enolo.ed a 11at in duplioate ot tha a••et. 1n the United States. whioh Are 
known at prt!Ulent and whioh belong to e8tate. fell open in the Nether19ndl· 
tor whioh no heir. 00111d be found. . 

During 0'111" oonverl1ation "'8 agreed that yon would 8'PProaoh in this 
matter the Jewish organizatlo~in tha UDited S\at88. in order to investi ­
gate whether there would be a pOIslbl1lty that from Dutoh 814. towards the 
Am.ri~an Goverument the.e 88S.t, would be given up and that In.oon8.~n8nc8 
of it they woald be allotted to 8 Jewish organization ln the United States, 
whloh would tl'9J1ster the.s. aeaeh again to the Jgwiah Soolal WorlEJ]I"oudation. 
fhie lalt one ahould naturally give a guarantee that it heir. would ooma up 
aUll, the as.ets belongtang to th~.89 heirs w,auld be transferred. to,thl9tn. 

1 am lCloking torvsrd with luterest to the reBul' of the approaoh with 
the organisation in queatiou. . 

Ver.r truly yours, 

(8) A.IJ.A. LoolJen 

• ln question 

"''''6 r 
• 1J.4J -J () f:t . 

http:enolo.ed
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TIWISLA1'lON' 

L11t of heirless 8888tS 


Name of tormer owner Vested 888et_ 


P. de Jong Elebaoh 

Juliua Gottheim 

Unknown lavish owners 

A. BUhl.r 

B. Xell.Der 	Baumann 

Baohel de Le.a 

IIrnet Seelman/Hanna LOwenstein 

1I1111Da ZoedimT-Mqer 

Haco Salved1 

O. M. Rosen-Krauskopf 

larael G1ov1nekT 

• 1000. -	 C~ba Railroad S~ 1952, 

• 	 1000. - DenTer and 1110 Grand, 

Western Railroad S~19SS 


$ 1000. -	 01t188 Service OompaJ1f 5~ 1958 

• 1000. - Southern -PacU'to "" 1949 

C& • )000. - Balance with Ou.aI'8Jlty 'Fa:~t Oomp. 

0& $ 10,000. - Balanoe with GQ9rant7 !ruat 
Oomp. 

$1000. - ~ Baltimore a Ohio 

• 1868. - llal.anae with Amerioan ExpreslI OollP. 

$ l.f800. - Balance With Ohase JfaUon81 Bank: 

• 1000 - Balance with Banker. 'ruet Oomp. 

'.,1559.71 	vlth Oommaibial National Bank 
and !ruwt Oomp. 

$ 32)9.68 with Ouarent7 !ruat Oomp. 

$ 1000 - ~ Uruguay. 1d. ' 

$ 1000 - ~ Southern Railway. id. 


$ 5000. -	 S~ Ohicago Milwaukee 
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:\ ! ), .. ","","vY"9;h ··'r I~ ME=~ 
\ _~ ,8ec6' , . ef" n J.. Itf-' AUG 1 2 1951J~ 
1 4,0 i"',.JIY' j, '''''''0 

~. ' '," ;;" ' I 

t'," "\':.":'~. '~'~:'.,~.;.:..: r,~~,~, ;'.·U "'t'! !'·i·~~~::'';h:t~;~·!.{'''·:''; ;.~~'~;':: (·>~r;.':k'·"~'~~ " 1:.1'< 

, 	 ':',/' ~·'·.i'·'" "~"""::l" 11. ,'l'!. .\.:., t~'1~'~' fi'~ \t,.'" .'~"'~R' ...... ","' •· •.•or."~ ~r"""" '-'~ ~!".,. ri 

:,' '':'~: ...;',:M;~·.rE~an \i..~·o~··:· :;,! '".,'.~: ".t: .i: :i.:""'~: 1~ ":•.:~:~: ,,~>:~; b· ~:t:,.~"'~~\:\ ~'t"\fj</: ~;r' 
: Ag~ncy Jii:i~~ p~~!r;;l~'p'al~~'tiri~l'\'l';' :"~)"y,l'! ',(:l"~ (/\,:'~\\'~'~ "~2\".. f\,:, 
'j 	 ~ " t to • ~ (

10 Rue·St. Leger 	 >'"/lA~ .~, 1' .. / .. 

Genev,e I Swltz.erland , 
; "i.~~, ,;', \}rt' §';'~ !.~,~' 1i~t (; .'~' "1'.~' ': :~'; ?'::;!! ,(!j"f .~/~ l!r. ,!'; of, !1~ ~' ~~ ~:! ;~~ .. ~~CI I:.,.' '4: ~:~ :{ 


. '''-' .. ' ': ' 


Re: .He\rless Ass.ets in Sw\t7;erland 

t,.~ :.;).;:~," "; '.':,~~.,,:>;,": ~'~l~·]. f ;, .... + :;~ :' t~", ::,.f ":.' j'f~"!'s.i,t !l{'f~':"i'!t",!,,,;,,;,,,,"f,.,,".,,'e 
.<, ." .. ",,;,. Af~~t:;f;I,ome .. del~y. l,ainriow ~rftirtg'bout .. tli, 'i13~:We '" 

, ~ 1," r. \ , " : ;.'111 "' ••• ~ .r ... ''..l''''':'''~;::' •. ','[ '·~I'.'" ,.~ 11'.'",:> 5·",,··1,> '", 

I, s,ul?je~J.: ,<>.ne, ;re~,son '~.9rt4e .de~ay. w~~ a'plii:~ora'Of'oth"~' " . 
.,' ~~H~~,~,';in~iu~).ng'.:~pmi 'fa'IilUy "tines~" 'th~t~o'e'cU~ted"fud'affe~:' 

• 	 J ••. , -: i ': • " ~ ,~ " .~~ .... - _ • .;. ':.', "'" :1',,, ('''~r\''t~~0 \r~~l' '"rt "'j"''' "'~. 

,. _my,. r.eturn,•. ,~oth",r. an.d m~:re, relev:iri,t orie.··~as',~th~ ,fact that' 
, 	 ", ' . '. '.':,', ,',' " ~'~' +,.f~" ':"\~... t' ". '>':" ,v".",~·. r.... '· .•' -,;I'f.\,- ..:. 

'. th~r~,.h~s ~.~en.,p~n4lng, h~ t~e p~e~ent ·~tn:igr~s'flegisla~ton\!'·""·'~. 
, ~:W.lll,c..b3~~,u1,d" ~ay~ e'nabi~d Jh·~'j.')tf~~~ :(',t:Ait~ri,Pr;~~~ftYrher'e'~'td ~'.":' 

l , ~ake 'il' b~lk setUement"(jf ih~t.i~~i~1~~R.~dtiitt6Ht Su.~t'~Jt38r 'i ;;':,', :1. 

'Org~l'~~ti~r;'~iai'riis f~;i~~1~1~(9i{:pt}(;p~·ftV~tn;,ith~:Unn;e;d'srkt!'4's·. 
" ...... "i:~"·;i(:,:,'r'·' ~; .• ";"1 . '1.~,\' .... j ..... : •.. ~\~ ··-t:·.~i·:" ":." 1~'" "'. !"~":'''. j.""" 
. As, YOl1kp,OW, utarler an .aPtendmerit~o'·t1fe'·Tta.C1111S wtththe' ,,','. 

, " Eq~~y"A~t'p'~'~s~d;~9~e:years ig~~" iji~ jR~Q; eini~,~g'-been")" ",J" '? 

! " de8{gll"t~{~'Y"tbe:.l?¥~.~i<\~p(a~·th~tu~.c;~ij1or':'~rganlz'af\ohtti"';"':' 
" j e\v.ls,h:,,~e.t'~l.~Spr9'per~y' ijr'thts't.Tftlt~d 's~.t~ih \*ils'~hlilio~l'~ ~(f; 
, ...to, hi. ,C1~l;n'~' for'ilu6h"~r~~&r.t :':;~ii(Bi\"h~dc"6·ijirt:r.J.s~'elf by' the 
.' Alt~;; E~~R~~ty" C~~t6\ii&ih;'" Thf~ \~~J!' ii6rtit'iiniFthotli~ail(r.tbf'~ 
., ci~t:iri~'~~'~'~~"fp~rid'l~g ::~ l Vi ~'hii~itha(rg~~t{(dlfH1!~lty~tn} ipprb~bh'lng 

the p~.~pl~P'!-, o~ PJ;~(l!t; and~~~ ,pr~po~ed lelglsl~t~on was ,deaigned 
to cut 'C'ras'filthls .: robiein'~ ""aha itt; "tak~ ':a.:\Jej~6nabij 7e stl~atet~ 

., ,,~ • ' " 'f p,., t,'>.: I""'~~ I 1 ...\0 _ ,P. '\ 11,.~" .' i . ~ ~ . ". ".", ,_ ...

of,thevdue 'ot eu:ch'p:t-op~rty~~~ihd 'fuake tii:at\:atr16uht"ilvat1~1il~";c· 
. 't(/the'"JRSO'''(':~dj ';'t~th'e·'a:jrt~rlfCot 10010" 'r·tU';n"'6n';~1·e:'wl's"h(l: ,':'~J;l;""( ·v.'~t,'t".: 

" 	 • ", • " " '" J ,,'(I • v 01 
. " otgari.liatrons)~ ':'\: Th'e bUi.' ,~i.~: {ivt;r'ably'·fepdHediby"a'r:hib-i',.:,':;;: 

", co,xh~ttte~,;i::''but'h'a,~'' j~$tt5~en rej~tied':by' the' ftih~Hddt"e': Ccirnn{Utee
.' on. Interstat~"';b.d.Jr:orelgn· ;Corrim'etce~' i'BY ~~tia\fr~~~~6tell r<~ :Th:iiB'~ 

'. ~', ~ ~ " ". ~ \' I,," i ,." ~ ~ J;'. • Ii ~. " .... 1.-·)" '(',.' I.' ~\I.: '. ,v ('j~' ~ ,"", ~ll" ~ ..... ~" p; . 

," 	 ,8., favPt~!lJ~,\~~v~~,.op~ent "Yht~h' 1:h:ad anticipated;' ~~ a' b·asliJ for 

a 'roacheslri Swltze~iah(i'ha';~ b'~6n:iut'tled' tntB'l~\in£avbr~b1e 
,. ;',;,'9;,:~:.•~ ,c;:~",,;~ ::., ;'<'} ,,:, :.;, t" ~ ;";.r:" f:c-;, '. :-::'i' ;t ~ <; .;:'. ,,~)~} '{~ ;r~ 'r;, '~~{Y~')" i!t (' tt~, :.:~ ,,~"'~4.·,'l-~:; .i..p' r ;"~ /~i'~, .; .':.: ~2. 
<' ~!, ',j 'j'i, r :~" ~) 'F ':':.t t ../ .. 

These developments of last week have both deiayed and 
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~~WiP"" 

.. 3. ­

-;~ .. ~" :'. '{i~ "" I.~~:·}. " ""'; t" it 
Mr. E. Laor Augst 11. 1958 

. 	 . 
.< /:·n~; ... :! .;'.1.', 3' '.:'~'" ~'i' \ ~":":,,,, ""\ ....~t.. "1'~" ":"~~"'}" ~.:ft·,·i'~1'·~":J(,-',< 

• r" . ,. ·~·Aboutthe satJ1etlme.,. ,:.ltwaB! ascertained·th,at a"P:olish~. 
Swiss trace and compp~saH~~ ~gr~e~e~t,:,cc?p~~lp~(;p~~y,f~,t~~~·, 

. :' whlch.,wer,e not publ\sheci. ;to the; ~f~.ec~,tha~. ~c:~al~,et1 ,property 
" in .SwUz,rland: of" Polisl;\orlgln,!, ,of'Y,h~c,~ a" 1.~ge:p.~~~,!()\1~,q ,~a\l'e 
'. :"had·to bepr.es~med, to..;b.e,Pollsh~Jew:~sh proper,ty•. Qelongong' to., 
.sq~e;off,th,~ p;t"~~w.ar. .~~ee ::m.:UI~ori: ~ewaJn j;:iq~~~:!::'~~'p.s :t~~~,!3, ,"" . 

. ' cOJu~ol,i.d"ted ,~d.,..1£.:.lt. ~:eD)..I.ne~ \lDcl~~m'4:.,(or"J\. f~'Y(~\ .Y:,E!\i1~ p'l~tod, 
., ',wow,d ,~,~;c.r;e.4~~'r,d~~o: th,e :Wollsh}cl;~ar.~g ,~4,~:i ::ql,~. ~a.~eetn~ntr 
. "Later .d.j8Q~SSlio:n,lt.n<l\(:at:e4\ tha~ ..the,~Qll$ll;PI',~c1'den(~Q~,be

; •• ~.,. .• "." ""'" •• ' .,"" ~'.' .,'-~,,,.. " .. ~ '. f" ~:,<;;' •• ' '.' 'I ..' 't.-(:. ..... .. 

:.conftn.~d.i'to, ,.p~lan4~{:; ~t:., is ,no~.Jp.o.~, ~b.r,t\lt~r.f~; taAt .~~ r.p.(j)~l,~h 
,'agz:ee~e.D.t:.,~a."ey;!~ c!,r~~,~p.9,~~.~,):,::",! '";,,,>,.,;(,;;~, '~;' ::,j.~" ttl;:, 

I' ';.,f. (4".'''1~'' .:t'.~$~.~·~;d:' ,"j·;;l:~::i;:·:~"t·.!,,\. '. ,:~\. ; ~%,: '".~:~:) ~h.'", ~~!/.,-:··~, ••,,~: ,;~'i:;.~~ ..;,; '1~~ .; ..; 
; , ,:' I,~ :·,~lt' wl~,l :be:n.ot~d, t~at onetepcC?ur,ag~$';,,~p,~~t,:-v:,,~, p't~l?~ri~1• ,: 

in .the.Ppl18~ i,agF-,e~~~n~;.~ .t,l?;atM':.i.' ~~'~~'~ ~v,~ !;~~~ a.~:}t,~Y;~!.~~~~~. f":~':~ 
{under,,~.qn;~ ~,i~c¥pi,~t~~iefJ~.,~fp~4~ltpo'88lble to identify and hold 
for dtsposal hetrlessa:9s~ts deposttod w1th Swt'ss banke, or in 

Swlss in..~~c~>~q;:np~l.e~~'.' :':Y;;';':" 'l:JU':'C':')i,,,.,:, "r, (";'. 

't:. v !~. ..• '( :\ i ::.. ~"": ~:'~.*: S ;' /" :.' :;:: \', ''::\:~:·:'::·Y.. '/ ,.. '~<:,.'!.~.;:' T,:4~'!:' '-::. ,:' . , ....•: f .i~ ,,> 

" 	 , .• co· $ince;1949.· th'e Dlr,ector, General, of ;the International 
.• ,:r' • • ' \' , • .' I, '" .... ; .' I.;" "':. 'l ," .-,.' \, ''', I \ .. ';'. ' " \.·r ~", r' 

',Re'p.g~e~,p~g~\~a.!lq~., i th.e .}\J.~.ie~t Gove~~~~~,:,t!l,~,t~~,e~:e,s~~?, 
.,Jew~lsh o~l~izat.loa.,~;·',,~d: ,p,.p,~! ~t~~~ ,,~£,}~;r::,a~,t~~lye a:l! ',~~r:,c~ei:l 
intermittent, cOmInunlc:ations;,tQ the ~Sw:l81 authorities. '. NQ .. 

• ~,' .....1<., •. \' ,..•.-:, "': "'~·'.t· '1~'1 _"j"•. 'f"¥,,t ::.1 ~ ,', -1/ ;~. {-,Il.,}', "!",-t .'\; ~ 

:':' tang1ble::~,et.JuJ..~~, ~~:,!e~'fln,:,a"C:Al~l'~c;l~, ,:::}'f~,r:; ~aY'~" ~e: 8,~~,thet\c 
~~ .efforts of. the ,Swis 8·, Jewbh c:~ni.mun1W;'.80 rare as is'kiioWn, 'had 

" ,.', j',~ • "•• : .",' ",'{,' <"~"'. 't;-. ',j~ ,.\ ...: + ... ,'.:"" ~ .;1.;, ~ ..~~.) •. ,:,'/I \ t~~ti!'- ..•.;": I; ':"; .. : " 

,' .. ," any results•. '" r, .,' .."", ".... .. .,...• '... ..... " ,... '. . • ,,' , 
, ... " •.•\, ~"J .' , '. , ,': 1 ,'j' ..... 01,".-"\"" .,;:' ", 

. It:, ~ac;\, ~8ee.m,~~1..;: ~t "O~~; ~i.fP.~;. :;t~a~ ~,1!·J~€!~:P8~'~~bl.Ut~e,~ '" .:,: 
lay.in !1ss1g~~e~~ ,:q£;~uch rights 'as all of the partie's had to the' 
Government ol Israel. on the ground of tts being 'the present 
home of a;ve~y \'.8\11:J~tan~lal'Jl~})~r9f',~~ ~\ir:yt:vb:lg:l.te;wish '~ .." 

:-' ... per8ec;~~~~!~,;:":to:'Y!'l,lo8e' relief· ~~i~h~~\it~.I1~~9~;~~:';~~Jrie~~,,;,' I" 
: ....• fund.;!}Vie1,": t~,;~e.,dev.qt~~,,~d 1~n:i,~~,.'I~~~~~~\,JJrq,~~,'~~t "~\': ' : 

:.' I, gove.ni!Xl~~(.,;~light.;l:l,e ;~ett~~!;.~!El~ ~~,work out a trade agreement 
wlthin the framework .of which procedures could be developed 

for locat"g.and,utUi~~g;~~: h~r~~ts, .!a,£f';~~,.'~ 'I,' p~~p'~~er*e, ...,. 
argume,Ji~ for,.such aC::~:)\ll'B~,:,wJl1ch:,~a8;,:t~a~,~4,ott. the ana1,9g~es 

, " . . ";' ,,' ~ ,~, ". ,.. " ' '," ",' . -, - ,; • J' • '!, • '. • .. '" •.• 

of, th~.,lpoU8h:~agr.~~Jn.t;t~t. _th,.L~~.mbourg ,AgieementSbetween . 
the State of lsrae1~ ,the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
against Germany, and Germany,' 'and the strong interest of 
Israel. 'in ,the light ofhs reception of the bulk of these Jewhh 
persecutttos, no results seem to have been a.chteved in this 
dlrectlon either. ' 
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.. 5 ... 

Mr. E. Laor .August ~l. 1958 
~ r~~, "'.. i, :"i, ;" f 

, ,c) A coo~dinated note from the interested JewlBh 

'·organ(iis·attQfur.aadr~s8ed::t~: the ·~wls8.+, 'J~iil;! r', i:,i'1;:I)" 


:! ;,I,ti,'r i.~;r. ~··~.;'JS~~:.t··,l;:),~;;· "'''~''.:.t:. '(~,r: '~~.',,;,i/i."· ,:~·.;~;)\.;t~1; "f'~~'.~T)'V'\-··f.;.".·:t 


; 'I"', ",\:, ' " .1 (J). A}1i6t.·i!,td':,b.j,~bi'd~~i, '0\11:" iit*e1h~on'Ult~"~~~.~::,B~nn. 

,troth.'th~ Ge-;-rria'n:l!\ith6tlties, ;,;:,th';jQ~~m~8 h.v~' tn lac'i,' with the 

approval of 'th~ ~Ues., W~~ked6tit a~ 'arranigemerit wiOl"the Swiss 


,\.' ,,> .' ,: .' !; ; ~. . . . I ....; ",' , . . • . "'. . j ; '. ", • ',' I , >"",' '. 

wh~ch haa, tlUt~,II;' tl:\e' pl$.C·e~C)f~th. ;W,a'shmgt9n;Ac,c:,erd t J;and,,~Jtich 


'. 'i~eritl'~lY';prc)yi~.d'i·: ~Balftst cer,tiat.a\i,p~ymenisi~i~,~j '.hf)~ G,er~anl!l, , , 

i' tii,iit qi'iRl~'i:iss,~,;ts~ "i~S~~ts~j.l~d:1i wU~,<b~,;to.~,oredd~'"t~~,lrtlo,twer 

,ori~t9.' '~:~, The!: d~rma.nB'~ha~e{.aopiedith.~prlnc,lpl.e;:of\"ritUltaJ'Y 

,'gov.l'rtin~.rif'\aw;.~' ta',the·")ft.eti;th~t:(tl(e, .11s'et; ',(),'~;P.~:"o~~ ';Wh~l\w,;,' 

',~~rf~c~~~d~~?<G1ted w~~o~t 'l1el~,8 "~~~w~'~o~~:,~,~,~ ~~~~~.;~," ;;'I:~" 
: or,g~~~ati,b~G.'" ~ Thel'ei;a~oul.d. ,b ~\no ;,':il8tbic,tl~nL9.~w~~~~;t1~,~" a~.~~~a 

in GerJ'J;lany and those in SWItzerland, and the Germans ought, on 
thepr\ndp~e of u,,:e 'Pollsh agree¢ent~ 'have some aut}\oHtY.'in thls 
respect." ,At 'le"a~t":~~·;'e()n~~"hs th.ia:da.t~'i.,In~,sWl~~.tJ.an~~~,fifOerman 

, ;Je~:~",\vli6 ,d\tid.l\r,~~h("ut he,z\s~I':such'la\;Qel':wap\4.~~,~~:qe.:r~~',~~~, be 
':" belpf~l~t''';Nc)J;i'co~ld th:~ ',sWiss tdepland J:;ast~,G;e,~;.:p.,~;,f:,pq~,y~,~ence, 
i 'in vie~ of;,tlie~ ar~:angeri\.nts pnlvlously'worked out with the..Bonn 
auth~rltles. ., ", :'.' , ."';,." .' " . 

, ' ..,;::t.~"ht:t:;·~'., ,'ii,V ;"il(';'\I:'~(: ~;'ii ~ f\! ~~;.ir.;!nlr ,;~,~,~::,i,'; .' "., , 


." e) An .pproach by Israel,which would polntout that 

all 01. the abo;~have ,c~ncu~red,iii'thefp~r~ount"T\ntereSt lof the· 


• ' '. • < ", : .~., • • , '.: • j ; ;', , '.! ."" , • '. . " \, • • ';'. ,.. :-: .. :\:;'.' :", ", . ' 

.Government of Israel. which may in 'turn 'have assigned the matter 

to .be ,h~dled', to' 'the,Ag'eney, ,'orm:a:y hl:andie· it a. felt ~pproprlate 

~n' Jerus~em~ ,This app"roach' \VoUld; recite 'the, history of this, ' . 

problem,' state ~e interest-of Isra~i~i';'deciiue}a viUl~8nes,s ,to work 

out a r,easonable andacceptableapportlonment of proce.ds ; . ' 


, between J;'efuge'es n.ow In Israel and those outSide Israeij arid 
suggest~~~ttngsln wlch representatives .of tsrael; of the interested 
organizations, .~d 'of' S\'rlb'.riarid., , \ncludlng 'I'epresentattvea of 

"';'the b~tn:g:;!t~fulhtinltY.'·;~ould~eet.~ , Petha.p8~la ~ast pohlt '8ho~d 
be'the.'611eifl~s't w~rkedout;' so that a p~c;'posed lsiraei note e'ould" 
be'harid.d~toi:th~ Atil;,s. ete~ t' w'lth tlle'i'equest for suppc:irtof tt 
to be'~ddr,e8ti1~'d,to Swltzeriand." , ' 

, . " . " ' 

, , 

,', ,',,4., A~ toil.tes~bstanH~. a..~peetsof :tlie proposal to 
be mad~t~: ~~e Sw~ss; it: woUld be wel1to1iql,d,thtngs~it;such; 
position.: that 'Ben,Shendar·. 'su'gges'tionof anlnterest.o.freelo,an 
on a long,' .. term basis be available in lhsuof a dll'edclalm to the 
assets themselves•. Insofar as German belrless assets areconcetned. 
\£ we ~eteto get the support of'the Bonn authorities, thls might 
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Mr.' E. Laor, , 
" . 

"!' 

• .' !,-. . 

not be. too important. But .we 'wl11. c~rtalply have'very:.:Uttle claim 
of tltle as r,egar4~ Polhh .(i.~;~~'y :;ilr~"ID~lll' ava'ila},)le)t l:!urigarian, 
Rumantan~, etc •• heirless a8·sets.···~p. the question 'of t~tle"mtght 
p08slblybeavoldec:{by this t~7hniquEl.' ~,::,\:f \"?' ' 

• 1 , ~~ : ~. e" 

':'," )rAs;to, the riegodattngtechnl~ue .. l~~.q.leave the· . 
propoe'als'on that· Pointto:yO'u~1:B,.n~'t:ahd· o·th~r.s.;tntere sted.'·! The 
chief point· here i~."; l~hlnk,::thatth~negbdators'would have to have 
a cleat'fuandate ';fro~lth,,:·l~raelG.overnn\entitheAgeney; and 
the organizatton8~ . and w()uld' have .i~{have,' the' isupport 'o.f the Allie s 

and, hoilef'ully, 'Qerin'any as weiL .'l~:;B,~e9x.'{l,i~9~~' ~~y~~g,,;that tney '.' ... 
ought to ha.ve some experience,' and. that the 'nego.tta.ti.ng 'group ought ,.:' 
be small.': '('.:.\J'::: " , 

;l ; \',:.~ ;".~ i' ~\:',,:"': l~; ~ .. ' ~', (i 

\ , I'" 
, : :l "" :. 1~'; ".- \ \. '::-:' "" 

. , 
'\ :. 

" ~; 

" \ ( 

"!': \ . "'! r ~ , -,'". 1 .." " .'., 
• .';. i 
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.... 3926 Inland: .. MtGRATB, KINCROSS, LONDON."{ 3979 CableRrams: "MIGRATB~ LONDON." 

THE CENTRAL 	 BRITISH FUND FOR JEWISH RELlEF 


AND REHABILITATION 

J . THB VERY REV. CHIEF RA~BI ISRARL BRODIE 	 Chairman: H. OSCAR JOSEPH, ESQ. 

Presidents: 1 THE VERY REV. HAHAM, DR. S. GAON Vice-Cb.innan: EDMUND L. DE ROTHSCHILD, ESQ. 
Hon. Tr"'8ur~: LEONARD G. MONTEFIORR, ESQ., O.B.E.THE RT. HON. VISCOUNTSAMURL, P.C.

Honorary 	 J C. I. KAPRALlK, ESQ.ANTIIONY G. DR ROTHSCHILD, ESQ.Presldenta : {	 Jt. Secretaries: 1 MISS JOAN STIEBEL 
SIR SIMON MARKS 

WOBURN HOUSE, UPPER WOBURN PLACE,
PLEASB 
QUOTH CK/Alvl LONDON,W.C.I. 

6th June 1958. 

Uear Saul, 

Would you be good enough to send to 

Mr. Joseph Cowen, the Secretary of the 

Nazi VictDns Relief Trust, 

Someries House, 

Regents Park, 

London, N.W.1. 


a set of questionnaires as prescribed by the Claims Conference 
for use by applicon ts (organisations and inc1i vid uols) when 
asking for grants. 

As it is Mr. Janner's suggestion that the Nazi Victims 
Relief Trust should use similar application forms as the 
Claims Conference, it may be that he took such forms with 
him when he was in New York, but at any rate I should be , 
obliged if~1} would send another set to rvlr. cowen, tztJ rI~ .et....t 
fP",,,:t>IIl-. ~{s.! 

With kind regards, 

Yours 


(C. Kapralik.) 

SaUl Kagan, Esq., 
. Claims Conference, 

New York. 



...~_-=--L...--.I~_ 
, This, c<?PY may neither be transferred to a third party nor copied or publishedwithotlt written 


pcnnission from the "Central. Archives for the History oUhe Jewish,People", Jerusalem File No...: 

.r 	 ~ ,

~lIIIIiiI.1!ltBIi'll'!!i'£m~iZ:IiIlI'III"'--:--~___~________--~____---""" , 

THE JEWISH TRUST CORPORATION 

FOR GERMANY LTD. 


Chairm.n, 
General Sl!cretary :SIR HENRY D'AVIGoOR GOlDSMID, BI. 

C. I. KAPRAlIK, Dr. lur.0.5.0., M.C., M.P. 

Hon. Treasurer, 


H. OSCAR JOSEPH, Esq. WOBURN HOUSE, 
UPPER WOBURN PLACE, 

LONDON, W.CI~p_'e_a~__ __ ~I.Ql_rol_e_,__C_K/D_P_._,_'__ 

loth June,. 1958 

Dear &:\ul, 

A disturbing typing error occurred 'in the 
third line of my letter to you of the 6th June 1958. 
It shoul-d read in the ,quotation of my. ca151e"··'io--y<Str-..._-_ 
that the loan is "impending" and not "implemented".
As a matter ,of fact this was how my cable to you read. 

I must correct this lnistake for the benefit 
of the persons who received copy of my letter t~ you 
and '"tho j,':1ight think :that the imstrian loan has in 
fact been implement ed·. 

Yours Sincerely, 

( U I f..{f ' 
(C.Kapraiik) ,.' 

I,.s. Kagan,Esq., 

The C~~~ittee for Jewish Claims on ~ustri 


3, East 54th street, ~ew York. 


c.c. 	Dr.Bienenfeld Dr. G.Jellinek 

Dr.Brassloff lng. ,Z.Kro.e:':,ler (4 copies) 

J. Fraenkel,Esq., Dr. N. ~obinson 


J.J.JacobsGn,Esq. Dr. H. TD.ubor 
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'. ~,' 

, ~:" ~ , " , 


:,~ °1 .! (';' ,.',' ~ ,. t: .. " n· ... '. ~ .', 

-" ".'.' 

;. -: : .. t.' t ~ ,t, : : 
" . 1 '"::'!.:~" .,~ r~ !: :....:: ".: ! ~ C" " ,: ,"'.. : ':,:. \ l..\ ", " ,.~ -.,.,; . 

~' ~ i 
'. ~. !", '.• 1", / ,~ " : ': I 

; 
.~-! ''' .. 

J\me U, 19')8 

: . ", ~).,L' , '.: 

: II', 

i'~;: !~~:~,"\ ; j ~. ~:~ .I:' ~,,~ J.'" :f.,-· ) 

I, ~.!to: yo1D1 ':t8\ter, of Jutm 6th couce1'Di.ll3 th9 tcmns ~Ch tb.a 
Clmims C~ uses, !n ccmnoct1o'D nth Its vm:r1ous pl'Op'IrI'.I8. 

:~ ~:-:~',: !,:C ", L'~'Ao;,Ji'o·~}~1~j:l1Jt'.;J~:iob1.l.itOteCi"a·uet?-ot 'tbe 
',r' 1},'.;"'; hy fl'p) tto.u.. (IJ_"'eriolo!a~'~_;dr.f,..e.d.tUt~;~ 'for fJU.Oh WIG 
.. <; 'l,::: ("d' :';":.: ;', t.ea :vuu mtq coDs14ar DeCeBD817. I ex,p1a1:Ded to Jmmer ~ 'tba 

C1a1ms Ccmf"e1'G1lC8 deem DOt haw 8 pl"Gocr1bed f"cm for applloat1cms 
,:::; :; ;', :\;; li7~1z:d!.an••.\.'*1.'Ia4'·8~i;~:_itlD,~. 'bat 

; !,': i'j"'\:" \: ::' :1c1'CNDd:.thB't: v1th~the':m:ltIiB\o:t 'oir8ant~'~ra4itbs great var1e1;.y 
, :i if": " " I :"""~ ""(:of ~ for .'*lOh:~ 18 \i8daght 'Ws',c1B'; 1D tact 

',':', ;,:: ":'(}" ~lc8blG._ use" hORvW,''1'~:111! c~C;~~ ~~ 1Dd1v1dual 
'. Y',i 'prO~' 8UOh..88 1:ha Scholarab1p 8DI1 'Jre~:tt.\~" 'tbS 

" (',J;",' ..•.. .1« 'CG!llli.l1aDlt7 Leader Pl'oe;rmD SDd tho Re~'Babb1 ~' i'bJasG 
:1;, :~:" 1,ji)tm'i'IIIEJaEV' be ofw::e to Mr. CCMm !.D, CCJD1lecrt1oD',Vtth tba quoutl0D8 

cc:mcGra1Dg the f'1DODc1aL'C~DjI:'th-J'N8z1 vic:ttm fJtatwJ, etc. 
" . / 

........
lllth best regards. 
" 

Cordial,4r ;:rouro, 

Saul Kagan 

" " ~) Or. I; 4i,) ..J lJ \,1 
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'INT IONAL 

· Press Clipping Bureau,. 


Inc. 

S Beekman Street 

New York 38, N. Y. 


Phone: COrtlnndt 7-5450 


From 

.OUR VOICE 
West Palm 'Bench, Florldn 

~:~~~i~~~~:~~ii:tj",

, ,. ,LONDON '(WNS) 'Nearly 100,. . ' 

, i,ooo,OOOmarJ<~':'worUf~('ass~~" 


. "haye:,;,pe.ei;i :;'I:ecoy'e~~.9- ~·,;PY,:,:..tJ'lc,:;:,: :.;

,British,vTl;·ilst . CorporatiorV·'a: 


" Isucce~sor,organizat,on:~sef,iii{to;: . 

. itecoveri·heltIess',and··corriri11.lnaI,",', 

.jewi~b.:,property'inthi:dpririer:'·:\!
iBritish :zone ,of'WestGermariy.'. ;. ,,. 

· lit :wli$;·reported·.herethis week •.• 
at i the,. 7Ut'annual' meeting of:: - . 
,the\group :at"which i,Sir Henry'; ;" 
,eVAvigdor" Goldsmi( presided.' ,I; i 

:. Four orgapizations. acting:on' :. ' 
behalf of the trust 'received t.he~ 

: following sUms tip to De'ceinber 
'31. i 1957.:, ".:Joint :.Distrlbtltion::.:. ,: 
; Committee.,: 10,950.000 marks;' 

. :Central British Fund. 12,320,000 
· ;marks; J~wis~ j'Agen~y, .21,­

896,000 ' marks, <, and:' Leo Baeck 
Chartt~~le.~ ~T.r ~.st.i:.4;833,OOOi' •. 
!,mar~s.:'~' : I"," .. , ,': :,.• ~•• { ••• 'J -: 'I, 

. (In Bonn,. West'.GerJnan Gov-' 
Dr.:,JNahlirrt! Goldmann, ,.' presk 
e~nn)enl leaders', ha~e,' assur~eL, , 
dent of the Conference, oriJew-, . 

. is'1'I':Ma:teJ;la~" Cta,i,mS,.: .'Agalnst', '; 
Gerf!'l~ny; that .ine; Goyernment, 
:"Vou.Id .pay: in, fu ll; aU!t.s ,Gom~; . 
mitirlents '.to,' compensate ;v,\c-,.· 

'tlms.'of"tHe:' Nazi ·.;regime .. Ger-:. . 
',·mail. soiu'ces 'said~. 'that'neariy(.> " 
$700:000,000 In' . the fEiMral bud',;' . 

: gethl!-d been. set; asIde ,for· p,ay.,. 
me!1ts to: NaZi .,victims' In 'ther 
,cur~ent fl~cal year,)" ~ '.' 
i~T't 'y ,.," ......_ ..,..... 



j . ~. 

. ..,.'' 
; " 

."", . " ; 

"'. :''..Dr. CbarlGs KapraUk'; •.. , 
13 star ~d Garter MaDslons.· 
Lower'Rlchm.01Jd Boad ;' . 

..'London, Engie.nd ". " .' .\ 
,~" ~, 

", <. '"'4"'" f~' " 

Dear C1la:rles: . . " 

Enolos~d piease :tlDd ~,~~i.~~t· 't1l: :p~ i~ b~:,~.~b~",~11!~: S~~B Fe~~ ~l~tet .'::" ' '. 
date March 22; l~. c<mt81n1D8 8 not~ce';()f i~te~iop .~tY~~.·~8¥ ,propertt.'::,~ou W11l 
sea that th:1.s notice l'e1atelil.~ 6Sse_. vb1c~E1r8;c181med 1D·,tbe 'Dame of '~be .1.00 •. 'Idon·t 
know ldtetlwr the Office .. of:Al1en ~ haaf'comspo1lded ~w1th ydu.' d1rectJ.y ,conoernirig . 
thIs 'matter but in aU,,:: event. I· :thoush~:thlit:'ioUshoul(fhaV9~h1e: 'for' su.oh'aOtlon::'ruf Is .'. " 
still cODsidered neCessary~.:.;.:.A8 yOU'kDdW:, ,,;ere'··.Bt~P.:;fight1~s;larg$l;r,W1th'~:'.Otric. ot.', 
Alien Property' .but riovalSQ' in CoDgres's 1iO·o~te.1~ au1;hOri.:t7.f'or.·&',~ sum.settlemsnt,Ot../., 
such claims whiCh bsnl.bet;tD·f'iietlbytb.e JBSO ~t;tO tbe~tGd:stt\teB lI81r~8S'::;·;,,:;' .. : .. 

Property Bl11~..·· '. ·······;··Y· ~ ::,:.. ;.~ .';. " .' "':"'::~.':";J!i,,~~,:' .. ".';'· •. ,;: .~,·,~y:::::··;·,~::' ':: ~,: '. ", :', .,: .. '" '::'. .;.~::. 
I would be interested·to laJOW whethBr you ,e~co~ntered aI\Y' .. o~9tacles inrecove~Dgtb1ii··•• , 
particular amount. ,We were 8l.so CUrious as ,to.bdw,the ,88se,ts haye bean Usted',·1n tbs' nama 
of the J'l'C rather thaD in the name of 1;be or181D~ Ovner~', " ,':', ,.,:," ..... :." .. , ..,,',' , 

, : ' :', :: ~., <'.> ";': • :, :.:, " ~ ',' "'"., .: : ,,,' ' ;. • .'. ':.' '\-1 

" . i~' ,': .<.
\-11tb best regards. ,.'" . .i.' : 

..... ;. 

', ..-:. ... . Cordiall;y Yoursl :" . 
" :',: 

" '.,.­'. 

.... 


" I, 

: .",;- ," '.': 

... 
',,: .. .:,. ,.> ' 

ee: Mr. S. Bubin :::" "'., 
\ ," 

;.'
, •. !" 

..' 

), '. 
";, • "'1, 

~,. , . , 
" . 
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February 2. 1955 

Dr. Eugene Hevesl 
The American Jewish Committee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Dear Eugene: 

1 have had a recent discussion with the people In the 
Department ot State on the question of heirless assets which may 
arise in connection with Rumanian, Bulgarian and Hungarian 
properties in the United States, 

You may recall that lome time ago· I wrote'to the Depart­
ment of State, a8 well a8 to the Office of Alien Property. about the 
possibllity that the legislation which will probably be introduced 
aome time within the next tew. weekS on the subject of claims against 
Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary might include provleionsiroughly 
similar tothoee of Public Law 6Z6, ;which deals with alJsets vested 
by the Office of Alien Property and therefore includes only German 
heirless or unclaimed assets. The State Department has now sug.. 
gested that there might be a meeting between myself, on the one 
side, and State and Justice offlclals, on the other side, some time 
next week, at which meeting we could discuss the question of how· 
much there 16 Ukely to be in the way of heirless property included 
in the assets in the United States of Rumanian. Bulgarian or Hungarian 
nationals, and also the question of how feasible it would be to include 
provisions, of. this sort in the proposed legt'slation.. 

I will report,· of course, on any conversations which 1 may 
have. 

Sincerely yours, 

Seymour J. Rubin 

CCI Mr. Kagan 

. n 3j6cri\S'.U .. ·I 
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Hr. Charles Kapralik 

Central Bl":l. tlsh F'Ulid 

Hobum 110,4:''', Upper t>Joburn Place 

Lamon 'i'i.G. 1, England 


Oear (ll?rles: ItEla ~UC(leGaor fEr Itccavcl'Y of Aseats lnU .s. 

nehnny have told· you thn,t after rrany years of' effort 
Ul£! or ganizat:.ions hat;e 'wero sue cessful in brlnginB about the 
pa!wage of a law in the U.S. Congress providing for'theappolnt. ­
ment of aaUcl~eGDOr organ.iza.t.ion for ttl£! recovery of assets 
V(tstccl by tho U.S. office of tho alien· property custodian 
a.s enemy property. You may ¥J10W tha.t in 1946 the U.S. ·Congress 
passed a L'n" which provided for the return of such a snela to 
sUrviving'viotiruoof Nazi persecution. The prcfHmt. law reaffirms 
t.he prinCiple that unclaimed Md, heir.le~s propcrtq of peroe.cutees 
shall be a.pplied for U19 beneflt ofnecdy victims. ' 

'it 
I am €ncloaing for your inilH'Juati(>l1 the report of 

:.h~J House of ftcpr<:lsonto.tiVEJ S whioh gives you the text of the 
bill as ..,(Ill ('S sOmG of the history of our efforts in. thls 
area. 1.1:; occurs t.o me IIhH~ you may wIsh tAl explore th(J possibll ­

. ities of bringing about a:l.rnUar olction 1n Britain. 1 know 
nothing nbQut t. he efl'ort.6 "';fhleh may already have b::iEln put ibrth 

. in Britain. since the .and of the war regarding thia prolJ1.eJI1. 

1 \~~')1.11d be intcrcl3ted to knuw what you th:Lnk about tl"w! 

gonera.l idea and ito poasibilitico for lmplentent::l.u.on. The 

JlillO haD applied for dellignal:.ion as a SUCCessor organiza.tion 

un:l(!1'" the U.S. lnw. I alBa beHave that it would 00 important. 

to <;D::plol"l.~U)e io ea again 'in view 0 f the increased requirEment s 

for fundn fu aid. perseeuteof3 re nirling, in Britain. I e,"{poct. 

that we wi.ll haven chnnce to dlscuss it mGI'O fully trben wu 

meet inuntolJer•. 


Sinct:!l'ely.yours, 

SK/b 
cc :.1JJ 3366~9 
enc.l3BF 

http:lmplentent::l.u.on
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Meetino'S o'f ·t,he .Four OrganiZations, ''iednegday, 
July 25th. 12:30 P.M., at the offices of the 

.Joint Distribution Comr.1ittee 

Pre sen t "Tere: 

Jewish M;ency for Palestine Mr~Maur5.ce M. Boukstein 

Joint TIi st.ribution Committee. Mr. Moses A. Leavitt 
Mr. Robert Pilpel 

American Jewi~h Commi ttee D'n Simon Segal 

World Jewish Congress Dr. Nehemia.h RobiulJon 

Secret<'l.ry Mr. Eli Rock 

1) The first item on the iitgenda concerned a.pprovr:l.l by the ·four organi zations of 
an IInide; memo ire II concerning the scope and nature of Jewish r\"}sti tution and indem­
nifica.tion claims. 1;Thich had been requested lW Dr. Keren of the Isra.eJl. Embassy in 
\~a.shington. Mr. Rock a.nd Dr. Robinson had prepared such a memorandum, con'taining 
chiefly statistical information and conjectu~es, a.ndre~leSted approval of tho or­

.g:mizations so that it could be sir,ned i'\nd mailed to Dr. Keren. Mr. J.en.vitt 
r11,i sed the CJ.uestion that ."lctllally 11 tt Ie dOfini ti ve information '''''''''9 avai labIa con­
carnino'S tho potential recoverieq, and t-1r.Rock pointed out. that thf9 \va.s stressed 
in the memorandum.' The meetin,<; agreerl to the memorandum in its proposed form. 

2) Tho socond item on the. agendll involVerl the problem posed by the- current 
IJondon Conferences on Germ~nyls pre-war debts. While- the fir'st preUm:l.narJ talks 
hfld now ended, the conference 1I1a9 scheduled. to l)e,::;in work: in September, and the 
possible role of Je1tIish groups' "Ills to be consi(lered. 

Mr. Rock re~d l;;l letter which had, just been received from Mr. Ferencz, out­
lining the possible posi tion which mi.e;ht be taken by the JRSO, l;;lnd at .the same 
Ume indicnting a reluctance to take a.ny ;Jction n.t the moment,on the basis of in­
form"l.tion and advice received from certftin offiCials. Mr. Ferencz alsO 'indicated 
that he expected to receive and .study detailed minutes of the preliminary confer­
ence t:1.n(i hoped to get so~efurther ictet:1.s therefrom! 

',' 

Mr. Boukstoin rai sed a question' IlS to whom we IfTOuld appro'1ch, were' we to de':" 
"sire p:::I.rticipation,. ~.lnd Mr. Rock replied that it 1ITOuld Jrrobn.b]y be the State .Do­

pf.'t.rtment. . 

Dr. Segl'l.l then requtHlted snme further clqrificqtion '19 to the nat.ure of the 
Conference In September, which Dr. Robinson then proceeded to give •. He incU cat eel 
that there were (Ufferent stl~,ges contemplated in these conferences. ['he first 
prelir.1in<try one had in f'\ct now terminated, but the conferences in Septeml1Gr \vera 

loverl 
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."t1so still preliminqry in .chllracter, I1nd.1t l.>!I1s."tIiticlpllted th:;tt it would to.ke t;l.t 
the/very lan.st oneys'lrbefore "tnything definite were accomplished. The parties 
repre'Jenterl in tho qe c[lnferences Ilr8 primqrily the :;tIlied {~overnments. ,d th the Ger­
mf'l.ns in the role of observers qnd the po-:H;ihili ty of nther grnups entering f'.S ob­
servers. 

Mr. Lowitt j.ndicf:lted that in his opinion the Jewi9h or,?:f:lnizntions should 

'3imply once llgain advbe the St!'lte Dep'=lrtment, the Germ'lns, RICOG. f::l.nd whB.tewr 

"t.he~'luthorities might be concerned, of the existence l).nd the nqture of the Jevlish 

claims, so th'l.t these might 1)e put on record,. nnd'c0nsidero,tion given to their 

~xistence in any discussions .which might take plqce. 


Dr. nobin!Jon stqted th"l.t there were three consid.e:r"l.tions to be kevt in mind 
in connGctipn with the London· conference. ::1.) Anyone receiving settlement of his , 
ell1im lillcler theq0 circumst"l.nces, .w:l.ll.h'3.ve to tl3ke fl. very substt:l.ntiql red.uction of 
his cl1\im; b) it will t~ce yeqrs until the cle.lms are se,ttled; ~lnd c) the mo.in prob- I' 
lem for Jmdsh 'groups, in his opinion, W'!i.S not nne of reco~nition of cb.ims. but of 
t:t'!'l.nsferof o.<lsets. And it WI'\S in the latter connection th'tt he feared the Je"rirJh 
interests FliGht be exc1uded by the !'l.rranp,cment!'lreuchcd 1\t London. 

, ~ ...' . 

Mr. Lo~vitt replied thf:lt he was not overiy concerned over' the transfer ~spect 

r,.r the matter. It "Tould appen.r to him that the pressure of ,enormous holdings of 


. ;.l'lrks ~nd property inGer~nyby Jews would exercise sufn'dent· pressure to insure 
',ome tranafer concessions at some future itate, nnd ,that moreover it would'not 'be 
,,)ossible to set up trf:l.nsfer schemes forcartain p;roups of creditors while excludir.g 
';jhe Jewish interest!;;. ' 

Mr. J30ukstein felt that the r.l!\iri problem confronting the or/;I;l.ni'lations lay 

still in I).np-thar clirection.It consisted of the question of how the Je"Ts, \lTho were 

not directly represented bY,a p;overnment,. were r,oing to l)e represented .'),t the con­

ference to [ulvance their chims, ai;n.inst the Reich, "rhich did, not I1ctuo.lly fall 

eXl;l.ct.ly in the cB.tegory' of pre-war de):lts. Re referred to Dr. Ll).ndnuer's opinion 

that.. such claims I'\S the Reich Flit?;ht Tax should be recoverl;l.ble by such c1':'. ins p.g~insi,~ 


the Reich. He fcqredth<lt if the Je',rs did not present their claims in some form or 

"l.llother, they would sub sequen tly be bqrredfrom advahCin,~' their cli:dms., At tho same. 

time, he feltthl:l.t there were cnnsider!1.ble techl1icl3.l difficulties in the wo:y of 

being invitod to particip~te. . 


Dr. Robinson st8.ted thn.the fl.hl3.greed with Dr. Land.::tuer's pnsition. Tho'· 

claims l'l,:3.med by Dr. Landauer ~re, all/covered by ·the Gener:,.]. Cl~ims legislation, a.nd . 

recoveries can be ITl.";1.de under ~hn.t l:"l.w~ As for the prnblem of presenting. the clD.ims. 

it might not be' tr.o diffic1jult, if it were decided to do 'so. The JRSO, f.l.S an Am­

ericqn oT~.<;Lni zD.tion, could be r~.ipresented by the State ',D~pB.rtment~Thegoverl1merit 

of I sraGl,' \</hich hD.s been irlYi ted to .<;Lttend !'l.S 1\n ohserver, \vould represent the in­

terests of its Il..9.t innals. Clearly, no fl.edsinn could be'mada in f~vor hfthe Jewra 

in Igrl;l.el, \<rhich "f()Uld not 0.lso be in f1\vor of the Jews in other countries. 


Mr. Boukstein then'rf.l.i·sed the questio~ vrhether Dr. Robinson felt that the 

JeWish orgqnizations should not tn.ke up this problem. Dr. Rohinson stated that he 
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did no t see hm·! they po 9sibly COlll(l do' so; since they h.'1.d no .':ttl thority to speak for 
'individu:ll cla.im.-'1.nts, who had theirprivttte clttims, !:tnd who h~ln dolegnted no such 
'l'),uthority to the org~niz~tions; To this Mr. Boukste:tn repiien tha.t the or(;itniza­

tions neverthel(~ss had a 'cert~in morn.l .responsibility which would ',rf.!,rrant their in­
tervention if something could be liccQrnpli shed by it. 

Mr. Le:cvi tt rn.isedthe question of \-,hat types ,of cbima could be considered 
in this connectlonc Dr. Robinson st'1.ted that it were ma.inly claims um1er the gen­
('!'<\! cl!:tims In"" (~nd clllims l'l.gainst the Reich \mder the resti tution legislntions. 

Mr., Rock pointed out thi:lt; in his pr8limin"lry mernorand~llll to the organiz.'1.tions 
prepared for the instant meeting, he had "ltteplpted to reduce the problem to a prob­
J.em of tr.'1.nsfer. In view of the f·'lct th(l.t the'Londrm conference was to r10."1.1 with tre 
"foreign ll oblig3;tions. of Germ.'1.riy, and httd the gonl of estttlllishine: GermD.n;y's foreign 
(':l'odit positton, the trt).nsfor of rt,sti tutod and tndemnification assets was t.o be 
consirieroct a "foreign" oblig0.tion of GerJl1l1ny. ". 

Dr. Robinson suggested as .'). pnssible gOl'\l th.'l.t, 1,,,hfltever' :l.rrl'3Lngement s might 
be ret\ched in London, it Sh0Uld be nnted at thl'3Lt time. tha.t other claims on Germ.'1.n;y. 
i.e. the JeWish cla.ims, atill rernl3.in unsettled. 

Mr. Leavitt ag:lin rB.ised the pnint thnt, shotllf'.. tt favorable decision be m:,\tie 
regarding Israeli citizens, auch 11 decision wrmlfl have to .'l.pply to Je".rs throughout 
the worL1. 

Mr. Boukstein then cited the eXo-').mple of nn 5. nrH,virlUf:l.I, who frnmerly resided 
:n C.S.R. a.ncl';,ho is now l'!J. citizen of this cnuptry. The Germ..'\ns cl)nfisca.ted this 
man's property, and he h'ls now a cll3.im I3.w~inst them. However, ~.t the time the losa 
tnok plf:l.ce, this inCl.i vidul3.l t-1I).S nnt 13. U. S. n('L tinml, . <'\.nd it might very ,,,e 11 be 
th'lt the State Department wouln nnt. be willing to represent his int.ereat s. 

Mr.. Lo.wi tt pointed nut thn,t unle ss the Jewi sh interest S cl'luld in fact get 
':~he support nf the St~.te Dep~.rt~ent, they cou.lcl not expect to nbt!:dn anythingo 
CertB.inly no other method,s wnul,d bwe n.ny offecto 

Dr. SeGl'!J.l fei t thl\t· the t:t:ppronch therefore rnir';ht best be to obta~n the ·::tgree­
mont nf the State Department tn uhoprinciple tht'J.t t-rhtttever neci sinns were ma!le on 
behn.lf of allied nationB.ls. should "l.lsQ apply..to .everyone else. Le. to stlJ.teless 
refugee s. et c. 

Mr. Boukstein st'3.ted that he WI].S completely in 8.greement wi th tho point ad­
v~cedby Mr. Leavitt. i.e. that a.n approt.lch should be made to the allied ,govern-' 
ments, part iculflrly the St('Lte Depa rtment. Howeve~~ he further fel t thdi some repre­
sent<.'l.tive of the organizl':'l.tinns· should be in London. even t-rithou.t n.ny officio.l 
c"lp<.'I.city, in order to be l3.ble to observe the proceedings and keep. the orgo,nizo.tions 
advi sed. There was full o.greemen.t with tili.s point~ . . ' 

~,' 

Mr. Le:wi tt felt th"lt the next step would seem to be for someone to prepare 
~. meh10ranclum on this S1.1b,iect, circull'l.te it to the v';1.rious group3 in the different 
n,l1ied cnun tries. so thn.t work I·ri th t~1e allied governments coulcl be begtm. 
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, Mr. LAr-tvitt ra.i~H~d the questio~ whether, if the Bonn governm(O)nt \-Tere estab-', 
lished ~t the Loridon Conference ,l:j,9 successor to the Reich 'for the purpose of the' 
oxternal cleM's, it could not be autoffiJ).ti ca;t.1;y ret!!;nrcled /l.S succe ssor to all 0 ther 
Beich liabHi,ties and become' obli,~nted to PO¥. Dr. Robinson pointed out tlw,t' the 
Bonn government had always ,been most, ttnxiolls to '::\void such a ge'nerr:tl' successorship 
principle, It therefore wO,uld assume lil;!.bility only in the'c1l.se of some specifi:" 
cally named 1l.nd qgreed upon debts, the definition 6f which Mould 'be, the b,ask of the 
London conference. " 

. :',. 

Mr. Bouka~ein stqted! that he agreed 'with the position taken by Mr. Ro.Ok. 
provided it vias made clear \hat such an approD.ch wou,ld' hO,t bar the Jewi,sh groups 
t~rom submitting their claims f'tt a later df'tte. His concern WflS thntthe Jevlish 
p;roups mieht in fact be barred if they did' not indicate 'at this time thatth0ir 
~~laims ex! eted. ' 

Mr. Lea.vi tt pointed I~ut that e~en Mr. Ferencz had become reluctant to appro-9.ch, 
the London conference wi th :asrelatively simple a pro):)l'em as the JRSO claims.,' The 
danger which wouid obviously exist would bo to be denied consideration on techni­
cal grouncls ancl tobe thus ru1eel out :before' the CI;\SO has even .begun. Therefore 

he felt that no I.\ction shou'ld be tclcen until September. at which - time the situa­
t ion should once more' be reviewed. 

Dr. Robinsonpo:tnted 0Ut th'1t there',~as no danger as fllr as recognition of 
claims wa9conce.rned., A11:,tlie JeWish c1l;\ims were fully recognized ~nc1. established. 
However,' the JO\,Tish organi2;!lti()ns woulci wrtntto be sure not·. to be, excluded from a!V 
trR.nsfer schemes which migh:t be developed ~t Lnndon. Am! if :theydid not voice' 
these claims 'at London, they mi~ht s0mehnw,be left nut of these arrangements. 

. '" ! " ' " '. 1 

", Mr. Leavitt felt' th~t' there .wa!3not, too greret a'1.,'1.nger of this. Theeconomic 
rressure of the acm:irnul!'\tedholdings of JewtS in Gerlll':\.ny would be 00 t;reat,that some 

, ' •• '. '.. j, ' " ." ! ." .'

Ilction rep;arcUng them wou~rt., hnve tn ,:be taken, if tJ::le' Germqns \ofere to a.void al,or- , 
petUal black market :in bloqkedcurrency. ";', .', , . : ", " . 

': . 

Dr. So{;al stl\ted th~t while no deci.sion 'IIras tf:1.k~n I'\t t}:le moment regardtng'the 
conference .. ''It London, he fen tn9.t in the ml;'A,nwhile there should be some discussions 
with the Stf\te Department I,reg"trding the' principle of equaiity of treatmerit, be it 
in reco,gnitic)ll of in'trl'lnsfer pOS!'libilitie,S, of 13.11 cl!\im<mts regllrdless of 
M.tiom.lity. :, 336G63 

http:Gerlll':\.ny
http:appro-9.ch
http:approD.ch
http:the'c1l.se
http:autoffiJ).ti


This copy may neither be Ilansferre.d to a third party nor copied or published without written 

permission from the "Central Archivcs for thc History ofthc Jewish People", Jcmsalcm File NO~";;.:.-_.W-_9.-=-------g,---p_ 


\.... . ' 

'''-~·~"..'IlmS~~~!¥ , 
-5­

f..1r. Boukstein st"l.ted th'lt ,htl \V'Ould, discus's this mf;l.tter in IJerusalem~ 

Mr. Rock stater:t thqt diecugsions in \Jrt.shington were D. very Vl.lid !)u,,;geation. 
At the mnmen t, hO\>Tcwertcr:tre shnuJd be t!iken that thi s mf'\.tter not 1)8 confused ,.1:\. th 
the penc1.inc J!~::JO transfer licenne, ~nd that the l::l.ttel' be permittec1 to, go forwo.rd 
wi tlvm t interference. Therefore caution i/lOul(1 have to be exercised in theae dis­

'cl,ilssions. He suggested thllt upon the return of Sy Rubin, he l1nd Dr. Robinson might 
(!,V to Wqshinp;ton and together wi th Mr. Rubin have a cnnference with SOr.l€) lower 
level people of the State Depr:trtl':lent to di-scuss the question inforlTL'llly n.nd off­
::'he-record. . 

J) :liaill.·less Jewish f'\.ssets in ;3"Titzerland. 

Mr., Rock pointed nut thf;l.t at a previnus d.!\te. ,f;l.bout a y0.r.>,T ~vso, the Jewish 

,·lrg':1.nizf:1.tions hr:l.Cl Ilgreed to cel1se their t:1.ctivities in this n18.tter in onler to per­

r.d.t the Israeli {?:ov~rnment to c~.rrYforwl3.rd its ~wn negntiations in this respect. 
The I!'lr'1eli f~nVernP1ent, however, had nnt been I).b1e to aCCOMplish I'lnything in the 
m(1.tter, ""nll the problem Wf:tS now returneil. to the four organi'ln.tions for \>Thatever 
f.lctinn the;{ mip;:ht feel able and willing tn tl'1ke. Mr. Boukgtein strttett that he had 
'heen ""dvi secl th:'tt the nnly effective prncedure \'Thich mi~ht be fnllowed 1I/0uhl be to 
:>:,otain I"l. competent Swiss attnrney tn sound out the situRtion. Mr. Lel3.vitt pointed 
,.mt that the ]~roblem was further cnmplicaten. by the f::tct that the Swi ss Jellli oh c::>m­
jfluni ty, which vms entirely wi thout influence in the !,;overnment, W~tS resentful of 
:;.aterference lW the outsirle orgfl.n:l. zati0ns. Hm'/ever, he felt that it mi,sht be worth 
','Thile to retain a h.wyer in Switzerland. Dr. Rr>bin13on stated thl1t he did not fecl 
such a course 1,rnulil. hring ~ny further results. It 1I1as recngnized by the groups 
that no a})Ill'oaeh Il10ulcl be likely to be effocti VA until the U.;3. had first enacted 
some lefl;isl:1.tion of its own rcr.;r.1.l-:n.inr: heirless Il,SS(~t s in this coun try t~mn. t~at un­
til then thore \'lrtS not much point to any further' effnrts. HO\>lOver. t herB was tho 
question of the impending pO!3s:l.ble (leql between the ;3\-1199 ancl the Hunfl:llrtnna, 2.nd 
it Was {.mgr:;ested that 3. letter be sent to Jer'T'J Jacobsnn, asking him to .;at in touch 
with the S\oJiss JevTish community.in that matter ::I.n(l to advise NevI York. 

L~) Jewi 13h claims under the War Claims Act. 

Mr. Hock nutlined the history of the H".r Claims Act';tnd its present ncope and 
possibilities. Dr. Robinson referred to a new apprr>ach which hn.d been su,~;Gested to 
the \hr Chdms COf,1l1}ission in this respect. This approach Wf;\<:l that everyone who had 
A. claim W(:l.S entitled to receive qompemlation, rGf:f-lrcllessof the actu').l ~ount of 
enell\Y assElto held in this country. A Congressirmetl appropriation might be re­
quired to meet ll]Dssible deficit. Such an qppro!).ch hlld n.rnple preced.ent in war 
cl)mpcnsation lef;1Shl.tion allover the world. As for the 1'0'38ible role of Je'l'lish 
cll'l.ims, i.e. claims by Je'tls who suffered d::unA.ges and vIho are no\</ citizens or resi ­
dents of this country, Mr. Rock pointed nut that it \>I'1S clear that the first ef­
fort \lIoulil. lmvr. to be mqde to convince the vfCC thtit these \>Tere in fnct valid claims, 

It Wt;l.S d0cirl.ed thett 1!Then Mr. Rock and Dr. Rollinson \oJonld meet with Sy Rul.in 
tn'"A.shinfj;ton, there shoul(l be some preliminl'l.ry Gxplor'1ti0n of tllil'l problom wi.th the 
stnff of the WCC. 

lOVER! 
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On Ii'ric.1ay, April 16th, I hacl 'a, lcnLJthy meoting lJ:1.th P):Of0:::S(,rPanl GU{;~genh01m 
a!i Ids hOIDe ill G011eW, folloH1ulrUp'(On the':':Sllbjeot ofdhJisG·hoirlesa .a'aaets. :,lr:, '. ',~I 
Tld.li!' lileeting \las arl'uneed", in" oonsequonoQ CJr':-rrty lottOl!':;;.1n ~ 1·1:12:'oh' ·'bo D~;:Dl'unat:hv1e_ 

• ).:.,,":"~~\':': ~,!;' ':'1;-:" :.::~~:."::'<:~, '::1- ":~(~;'~·1'i;~~j; :\~t,.r'~,~.~:,;,\~):\:~ ':~',l;::):,:~,~;)<'~, :::.'<~rf' 

Prof~ ',Gll(,{genheimdisOlls'Sed thG' ,probloilrwithr;compJ.ste:i .fri:lnlmG~S .'H& ;GXplnint:fd >", " i 
that." he teJ(.u{ act1l1~.r·on'bohalf·ror ,lth~<th-litJf.ii,Jo\:i:tdh':Coririunity" While nt;thaYsa-xiU:i"titnB· 
!H3 had, ba('!)n' raqu0s ~od"by:,the::SHisii \111:i1i'ster"of ,Justioc)~;:to': 86!1'Ve·1ri, the ;oa~city",''' 
of. 0 'oonAultant:bn tho 'qlje~tion; of; :lsm,rts"of:'petGe<llltees·:ro.nainlng'tmclalfuod":'iif!;;"': 
i.hJ:i.tzol"lanai:"Pl·of.:;Gtlt!,g0hh'9i~ \(l:xpJ.ainecl that the .SH.:i.SB Hin:tcrl:ior of JUDtica, 1.-1ho 
:ta 0. clo:t!3 i'l'iond of his, nXlc1 'I;ha }hdss, Govsrnm:mt arc arocl.ous ·to do ao.1Ttothing , 
.rd)Ol1t'tl1a ~ pl'oblE1TlfOf'thasal c1ormant'/·o::Jsots.-':;LTho; [{ortGi'aJ. reelin81provail:tri~i!~inj.~,;, n "c', . 

of'i'ic:tol"/oi1"01elf':1s:·' that the·, SlJi~a,:-are:;~tr;Gmelyi~ s 0noi1;lv~,~tto~}th(r'arfrumonththdt: ~:" 
·tllolr .n 81tuat1ou','ia,llot·, cleimlt hmlElsff,:tmdLUrttU', bomothin~:;fs!"oonGiiin;reDp'eot:!iof\ F':; 
~h:1iJ·::mbjeot~~;»'1'hGy):·:rcell"k~onlY!; that\neit.h~it,;;thoSii:taa G6vrirl1ment";n~!;:tho(·CQn.tonlJ;'(\; 
lior'tha;;bankif/sli()"lld·{;bi)~~ih;.Ja;'poaltl()rf',to"ib9ri.G.f1t 'b1?i::eadM,-;of\;',the'·Naz~'~atrQoit1os'i,,.,. 
1:!!d'th"~lrh~r loave':;tincla1.il~d·:'ptopGrty~'1n;Si.Jitt'.orlal1d~ .'~xApart1;fr(111),,!thet,\morQl)\fd:r,Co,';rof~/·i' 
tlll:so:oonsiufjrationB 'whlchftroubla ',tham;:;lthoy,'are b.lllo),'toorrUl'i,·t.l1a~, SW1tz~i'11.m(118 
businsso ri'ilpuiElt10rf".ohould r,lot,~,:be~'~:tnjured~~;aS:j4" reSult';'!.,)':!Furtli~ ,';;thftJy'~reil';' sOIl'ltiVhai; 
in a dilmrm:Jtr··'booau·se:: ofi)th~{fQot',;;thatoll' the ona band they res'ant· thG eXternal " 
pros:JUl'cn placed upon thom by reason of the Five P~Jerllt Agraem~mt and by for01gn 
cove:m~lont8 /'While", 6n~:the' other:;lland t;thG-<J" teaJ.;that 'S~ltzorland r, ~~; tradItional:: neutra.:. 
li'by raqtliro~{J san.o"lor:1~nal.t'!nd::just'i>r'oposQl:; '''hiclf;ls'-:'entir~1Y:S\-)lei8)iii,t1tB'r,oon... ;:' 
oopt:tt)1}~' ',i ' 1',,:<,;, " .' ; ,'U.1 i.',;,;;;," ,:,""" 

'tt:-': .";" 

Prof. Gue;'.mheil1l'oxpll'di1oo;thnt·~t.hul1"l'ar;:thel'e:·haS:,'bean::n'd: draf1;"prflpared;:'ortithe'~ 
Gov~rnma]'i'h I 's :s1deor:: in .! any'i'other 'qtUlrter; f'o:rt'dealinc, 'with", the .:problGiii~~, He ex~;;" 
plallloci: ::fUrther',' thcitf,'the' S;,1:1 siJ'f:D~hll:ff~hnd:~.rnourGncef,CQ~iea,~,ar~h oppos8tl'i:t6<:'iiu;:,1 
aotii;n' sue:e:e :)t~d .in:; reopaot.i of' th1s~';probl~mj;i.not)·be()t1~s0 :they' aro mridou9':\tb'l'eta!n 
any : <lorrrnht, asMt's':but ,bGbauosthdy(rear.: thattsnY' aotion. taken'f'\4ould"bring'cabiout 
the; U11dbrrtdJ\:tng~'or S\lltls b::mking oGcrecy ,upon Hhioh :J\:litzerlund haa lJorved as an . 
inJlor·tant haven for. iJ.ig}rh 1 cap:lta1 for a long f,imo. . . 

, ~"',,~: ~'>:;; -,,' ,'·:t'r":;'~";':·,,-': ":~::::":~; ";~·:,:·,.L~'~:~:·~·'I'~,~~" : zV", ;.::',,' n.~f "!5i~"\I',l, 

Prol'~ auggonhoiT.l' explained} furthsl",thllt'l iri hi'S 'v!01I'·and...·trof.!\'·,that" o~:,thc:,.' S~Ji'd8~\': '.' , 
.h:n,,:lsn C6mmu:nity<tha 'Bo'(iion ,1.,hic}:f "Hf htnl "tllken: or.raMi'Snmeut 'to th$ ttllrnoli'·'Govllrn... · . 
frleut' iil; altogother::' rutil'e thour.;h;~ not '~erio'll/l.·· \"'Gut{genh~imtpoints:· ottt::nhat;:'tl'l6', : urtor;;. 
vontions 'on:tlior"art::;o.t, the;Iarael:tGov01'nmon·t "IUl not be fruitfiL1. and, tnreover, 
tho UHlfJ1.l Z'G(;.'t1rd If.lracl as:jur:rt ollOthcr fqrei[;ll government 11bo \1il1 not necuro any 
hon<=lfitfl'om':thelr'lnterventlOilS '; on" this '. qttestion. ':, :II~·'does'inot· 'regard 1the} intor;;" ,,':.' , 
vontiomr.'lls· hariorul::o's:in<::9 h~r.Qcltnm!ledgeS:ithilt" thara f lS 'Q/}oertain'useru.:I.n$'siJ ',1n;~" 
Imv1nc; thequ$stlonipre::JSed 1'1'0111 t:1:me;!to~ time by;;n :rore1gn:,:govornm\mt•.Lbuff', fortnila­
tlons :und:'reqoDtO\ ot,;the:rsrael:ts:'iil11i never' b~ ,enterta1nedSbrlo'llsly by·:tne{S"iBFJ~'.' 

,,;,' ~:i:. ,I:: :·l.:<'.'l.·~>:::··::::"· ,.: ~::':, ;,~ ~! ,~.::,{\; t" ':{":: 'x,:"yr":.:.' :'~f:r i'('r:';:' ~:\:{'~1'i~'":,: :",; "!,,\:j~',<,:.,:;Y ;<';~~;.; / 
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GlIggenlwirn, expl~ined,fu:r,th;(;ir tha'b he a.»d tho S.~liss Jiin.I1.311 bom:mul1i'ty'rira em.bo.rra.r.ls()d 
by the roquosts inrido upon them by thetsraelis ninoe the Israeli requests a:::l~ed 

'1'01'.· confiden~ialS.HifJa:n1atprial ;which; ::G~ay c~1p.(;"~ is~vai \-11 tJ10l.rt i'ealil!g;?: ".G~a.c. ofd' 1d 1 1 It . .," .. ,! ""', ..... .. ,... ' , ",' • '..,,' c" •• 

)'V' ecoya' Y.'" ,,; ".;, ':,".:..'.:,:: .,;." . "·'t·'.,·>· ,;".. .•., ...... , .,' 
• .' < l" , "., _" ,", '., ";;.' f. ':~ ." i ,: .,:, '. . '~'; '~;':;::';: . '\:' :' 

:, :,' .. ~ .. ~ .",~" ~ :';':'\;' ,-':'~~;'~"i'~ ~::\."f.,:',: '/,,' ',.:;>.!;. :~.,::: ",; .. '~..~l.;: <~'i;:.':\ :~,:/.,j;."'J,,";~ .,.~\:;,.:::,...,; .\.::';;\:," "; '1".,..,';.< },:'::, ':'.':,·1·.:\,L~::'; 
NoroovGr ha.points out ,t.ba't, h0 ,bolieves. tl1at,thci: orrec'hivolleds, of ,1ihe ·Si-d.ss' Jevtiflh 

Gom!ll1.m:1:tYi-ioulc1 be' lost"i£:; tho' :3u1.l'3'oGovarmnent 'llac] reciimn 'to·b0J.:1.WO "that tbo . 

Cc;nnmunit.y ·:"ao,pa:;lsing cOl1i'idell't¥il,. inf.ol·r~·~1on( .to, ;th9,I.sl'o.elis. e:;,' " ',,; .:::')l.'; 

,; ~i;:'T . ", "," ~:" :y;;.... :;";~:i':"":'~;; "~,,":.:<'" , '!;.:i"'·';>""·5.~ f/:'{::; ~'i·;:~t}:;~!, ,;:;" 

I axplainodi'to F-.l'pf'. G\lggenheim theb?-oltgI'pUlld of':9ur;agtions)im.l.1,!3a..~ing tha't wo had 

mde nUmorC?ua>.etfqr.ts· to:(oOnv1nct).~he,:S1r~istl"GOver~t, of ~ho:app~opriQteness of 

de,qlirig' 1.a'~h;:tham6ral;'problam:':ii:nd~·'that')ttrHmat'o~tiJa~-t-tera~~emoorrastJ~a I(y'~tho;, . 

faot that ~hG S'W~s,s ha.d sent.a :Let·~eJ;declini.ng toh:::tvo any ~ur!ther dealings uith 

'Us as'. 'pl'ivdte" 6rgariizatlohe.' c' MriroovoI' ,': that;!thel'Soviarnmcints ;:"'os~oiBlly~6fttha . 

U~S. ,::.~~Ihic~ had s~rivEiri,\t'~r:'a';:lonfiH:;ima·to!·:llldi:t6s tne Su1ss'::'G6vGrnmant'i :to·:nsaoc:1.ote 

t;hartlaolves ",:lith::the;"17 POI,.,ers i,01' tHe : Ri3piira tiona Aict4:of'·}1945, feltiihat no 'further 

repres~ritatiOns~ooti.ld~·ba!rrlUtM~',' ";::(,,; "".:/ ';;'I.:'!; " 


Undartho 'oiicumstanoosi:~iAce l"~f~lt;:,tha.t i1V1,ioUld be: leG~1;hnn our duty~toaba.ndon 
ithe:.ellb.1eo~ and, ain,ca:the Israelf:Governmerit"as a;::governtn.ant oould:-'not:·.D(3 denied 
~ri.·(uidfenc~'~b;y .tho,'S~liss'and lle~~ 'equa~:' iriterested'1ft proS'airie:thei.sllbj ect·~, 'porllap3 
hi '. connection<',.j1th "trade' r,em tiona _'·;,.;e' Sa'&l'ii9"'other 81tornnt1vd':thful ii to empovlcr tho 
Iort:l9liGovem~ent to keep, alive the subjeot'i"iiPl'ol'.'1Guggenho:tm responded by say­
ing 'bMt"trride:'relo.'i1ons:: ::ilil.th Israel could notset.ve ni:Fa UEl01Ul" basis:, ri1nco tho 
Israelis 'ltleronot regarded in .Suitzerlandas an im[.;ortant 'country \11tht,!liom the 
}J.\li sscould\do::,:bUsines's·'. inasnn.ulht aD ;·tb~i':,~I6rael1S ll~re d1"Ja10: 'look1rigH'pr/;;'op~oial 
:fOVOtirs or'''pea1Ul''oonSi(]sration'''' !',,~' .,., ". "';,' !. "',:'i,"'i" :'!~;~";'!\" 
.' . , .' '.,'.:'" "i•.' :'\, ~':":i ". ..~,' .' ""'., "" ':,'" :' ;." ". ,,:;',:,:;""~;~ i.'. .' 

l!'urtlicl""··Gugcratiheim:nugges~oo·tliat\;,(~l:otthe·JD~'· ~oUla'~altJl.~ya::·rcbelv~'mr·'oPon·900r 
'on the:'plr1;. 01 theSr1:t~a Gc)vern;nent':beoauae'~ie'\h:ld'rendered ho1p e.m:r:tissis'tW'ioErJ ,to 
the': SHisg , O~yer~ent: iU doaiing "'Hh'~h0'refucda pl-CSb+om?andrWere, "thareror~r'regart1i
hy thO' Slliaa'iil, a" special, c:trc\imstarice~~"'; c, our v:1.Owa;~)o\lld bo': recetved'~nGt: ;llS ,(those 
ofa foreigrl"'government ori;'political orgoll:Lzution but ra.ther ass professional 
¥,Cel~cy ":lh~ohJnlc]. r,cmd.erad :iJnp~l'tnllt:h~lV, tj) HHit zo:rlll.nd., Gu.g.?,enpeim, in f~o,t t sugge; 

. og, that>,I:csh.6ill~"pay. o.Vifl:J.t' :to tni)"StJisa,. J.1iniater·oi"i JuiJtice;~riocompan~edi;by,t:'i, 
o.tto: n~~)j.n\,' "Jlip}i~o'1ild:;servs :·~!idUrtril;lfra',appbih:t~~nts'.';and":fuake".the'J ihtroottotion:~~:<':' . r 
Gu(menhoii:i:~Qin64 ·thiit':,Otto;'Ha:liirl~as·well:ragarclGd:'tH Derne'an(P:~hould 'bs!ueed" 
}:9r. th~s;r~&et,#~~~~:;\'~:\: !'<y ':." :,~,:,,:j'\ """,:'~:~i:' )' y: r:~;,:':':i;~;'''';' ;:,;:;/1 ':'.;:: i', ,:::t.:::: ;~jy:'l,.~~:}~":.'",,;,:~. 

Gueg~heholm 'expltli~e~'.' r\li-~he~~h~i:t"t,ha thinklhd' ofthEi;iEn;isb ~6minUriltY~('Jt \t~11':' ~a 
himself' is': nl~g thei:llil~':ord¢volopiritritl~ prOpOsal 'f6riegi8lat101f'''Jhl'Oh'~ould:' eet­
ab110h .ri' t;rufltC'('Ishi'p l4ith:trl') the .lIOvei:.nmEnit ..to l-lhoIii' th'e,'DanRs, and·' lrisurane0':Colnptmies 
,}ouir.l 'both' r'epo:rt~ ':llth r'aapeo~ "to.\('14rmnt·a~sata '~D:d'? also ".1;tatj'Sr~r':EJU¢h":tifHlats to 
the custqay'of the trusta,eship. '~".'.I'\.;;';~' ':: .•.. ; 'I' :~:' .\';':':;i ". ,'" \:", 

"- • \) '''1'., ""J' ',",I .. ~., ~" ",~.,:' 

GUGGenheim spa~·.ed.my, v:i.~JHla·t. t~lel'a. r.hoUld be nC) publicatio!1, of indlvid~l(\1.1ists 

illth "r6gi.1rd t'c, dormnt aocolmt g' 'brpro'perty~,;!bu:t'in9t'ead:li1fo:rl!lA't'16n" Ah6uld'l.)e" '(: 

publ~o11ed in variotiil part'S',: of th,e''t"or1a''''t? tha' errect·that'a'~: df~;eoi~r b6~fl''d''o1':; . 

~:hlStoeEl ·o.rthe':S,.ji:is':'(}o1,r()fninari'tfo?c:t9:te(Ff¢r:"pUf~sea:!or· ,reo~ivliiFJ'en(Juirf~tf'fr'o1l1 

IlcClple "t:'ho:'Peli~e' 'tihn t:; 'relatt5.ve~~ ·ro,r:.i;r)ltrve· lert.: ~ssat's';,,:' ~he t, ruhteor. \1otlla!ex,Q,mne 

hi"t;o thcoo'olaimS, ' an(r\'1~pr0 "vriUcVa181ms' \.f~ra" founrrr t;hay' llottld pUt-fmc the nnttor 


336666( " 
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furth'or tilth tJiaenquir~rsfor· the~piii"'p6so i.iltili'r.\i;~lY "of tmdr1i.favriilbbla " 

the proper'ty belo11ginC to tho elD imant. 


,"': • :' "'!'.;' :- " .~ -"':- • .:'.:,,:.: ::- ,;,. ~'~:.<'~, ':.':<" '.:<:::<. ':.. :,1: ,"~:.~ .\<,i:":~:::' i~~ -:, I., '"",:'1," ~' , ~:t""ic 


, After some '\~3j:Ung' period -. perhaps Q.f f.ive year9t,d41·~.t1011'.~: 9J.l:. o~aitl.s:~ 

. asserto and right0 to, clt:.d.nl should be, ex:ting~ishGd.~ . Tbus tbe: QElnking' aecrGcy 


1;)Ou1<] be: IJr,eac::!rv:ed~1hi1ei:erh tho.;saruo''t:l,ma ·,~9:i,vicluai,,,C?iaim'lnts, 'WouJ.dbs.loaa:!;G'J 

" and u1iiiTllJ!ltely ·the dimeiu:~1ons;Q:r. uncl~im~d 'p:coper'lIy oould'be mCtl:::lUl'ea,.·· '. .. 


. .:At1ihia tim.e}h~,re is no ·.iPl'opo~1.l.>y.,,9w;genh~lm)luggest~"1tL,..lh.a.ti: lJh~uld ;,ba!;,dqnji) . 
.: ul'tiToo~€)J..y \u:i.:th t,he, ,propox:'&Y .'~~"/i .rcrntlino unoktLmod. . It'iIl felt i;tlct:tclll~ . ,', 


Ull1JinG to malm a:propoflOlon thin lJubjaot no';'), s1nce iriovitably Hhon tho time 

': c!,!-lJ10 ruw ,ona,lQl~)lqvl.I!lUgll. mlp 1pvoj.v~) ,.1jher~, Q!Jul<.t b0",~o ,o~lleI.'. ~:Lyerllnt1vll"


but "to utilizEr this property £01" th$" benefit" of "survivors of %12l:L persecut:lon~ 

': ::~'btih)1l1~~ifu~ s,~,r6C~h~a;~H~': ~1i~t': t~,~:J ~~:i~·~::i~,o~,&·;p~)~~iiii;~\li~h;'~O'1'~mb;~?;~~~~: 
, iPG9U~io~ al;lt~~~ .. :Jll~~~~Clr~..!'oF 1}.~,B-i~~G,~h~,,~?pSt,ty,,~r.9)1~i~~~i::;ii93f ,a~-' 

., ,ll(:m~erlgo{l ,~~t '1,leUh9;':,tEI;):. ~~!igs 9.ove:rnma~ts nor: 'Stdss" J ~i.JiS~ Oouunupi~y',had," any 

.·~l~'liif:tcallt ,'b1aill(~pq:n. "the: P!'oporty: undor" cohcii'derationr.' \>:' \. :., "':::':''''!:,:. ,.:, ,:(':l: ':.,,)~Lt)
l ~ ',: ': ~~: .. :.,:::';' ;':;'", ;'A<,; l~,:., ::":' ::'>';,':,!,'::i ,,:::,,:.'~: ,'c':): r~:r:" ,:'. >? :(~'~ ;,:'j ~."':::':' .. i:( : :! ;}:,~:' :,; .. ;,? ," 

,,':A fJ l1cH ~9 q.!?QVP~" tl~,~ ,ppi)6p~~isn', stct;l~('~inlY" rro!il, tl1e·;Btifs.ff:·B~n1t)i .i:tl1~>Ii1sur~.i'noe 

."C'pmrJunies ~ ,.'J'l1,ci:p.~9!rctary' of ".th.~" P\.Lio.d ;I~~nkers.t. 'Ac6qola'G,ion};Ur'~i" do' ~o(ii'~;' 'of 

, ,:,:llrn'~c~ici.', ~r c~:~ t:;:~'~;'t~~et'~ ~':9 R,~:~ ~ptPOr~~~1~·:Jici.{\ t'6 ,. be;;"j?!i'~''6~er'\on';! thl.ft·~,'p~oblem.Y:',·Th'ili :',;; 


folloHing Dcnl~o -~u:'c tl1.e I1).ost, il1flu01'itial oppoaHJ.on to our viellpomta, 

CrecJiLSuiorlc.. .' . " Loewy &; Co and .' 


'" :)ij~,~.a,·B~t#ig, g9,~:p·b.f,n ij1bp1~:;' ., .f: .t~Ji(i. UnlotfBo\1lt. ot"'Svitz6:i'ltili(l~

"," .. ;~,;".:,~ ..\~:,,:,..':::;... :,...:;.:.",:<:',';~;\;,:>!;;~:':.(:" t:~.,'";"J,,,';': ., ,":';;,;i;;.::\!1'<':~ .'''.C'::': ,': ;.h(i/;:{~' 


. I am!i:.od uhl:ltllor Gug~'tbnhcim. thought" thar~ \!~S .MY role HO might usefully play 
in trying to Hin over Banks for it and in rc:wponse to ll\Y fluggaation of' utilizing 
somrione l:Ute Pierre Bif;}1r,p. he il'!l!llediately undartook. to cliaauade me by po:t.nting out 
thu t Ingar exercisen no influenco !<lith the banking circles. InrJ tend he sugeested, 
that' if it io pOElsib10,:U; ~loul(l be .very u~lCful to have soneone of influence in 
,an i.'llportant Anories!} Dank like thb 9huse.J.t:mk, \trite privnt\11y to tho DHios b::mkinr, 

. ~fflcialO, po1~:·t~.n~ ou~ ...tl!o n:~lc1 :for the t}.dcrf bankers "'to' 'i;oke ::lome nGtion infi !"vpl,~rt of set ,-,1:J.n~; thL l.o.uG:::lltiQn. . . . . . ' , 
~ , .~ / .' ., , . 

.... 'In '~Lp1j';~o ~tV'qttory Gug~:onhGiJll explainod that no uI'~ft icgi~latioll bas yet been 
Pr'c\I*.l'rdt1' dl(:irlC" tille linosHh:i.ch 1m hnD outlinod. Guggenheim ho~ prepl1red a L'lernoranrh: 
in carly April i;hich 1>laO sent to Dr. Drnn9chvig to serve as tho basis for u legis­
lative ,(lrnft. The Guggerihoim T:v:::mo..~ru1dum is in German and conl;ftins 16 points. I 
l"equc::rted a 'copy' of th;ts ,memoraridu.l11 'tJh:1ch Guguenheim explained he could not give 
rla t!1:th0l1t, tho COnI.H'ln't: o:\.' tho' VGrbnnd. I told hlnl tihat; I have receivEd 11 letter 
;('rcm 'the Verbano nlintinG that I 111'1.1 have accoss to eJtU17linS their c1o(:wnonts, and! 
o~~pl~:i.n0d rurthel~, that i'~ \/o;,lld be impossible for rna to make rGpresontntions,to the 
lh-!:LmJ Government QG ho sUCiJonted unloaD I ylaS in a posi·tion f:l.rst1;o s'~udy tho 
V:i.01.:1 ,·)hich he had pl:·or.nilgotod and discuss 'them ,dth nw colleagues in m;dol' to . 
be nul"O thn l,i 1,~c) could ;:,asociate olll'::;elvos ~!i'lJll '~hOIl9 vi(:.rt·W. 

I oxpL":!ined that it is imn.n.torial frOf:l nw vie\Jpoint to have tho procioa document 
:Jolong an I received a useful p:.:raphraso. ,GugGenheim Il€,rrsod '4ith nw Dtatomant 
and flold ha,\.)ould Pl'OPOSO thnt tho Verband sond me a pa.raphrane of his lllomorandum. 
lIoreqnQstec.1, he-Hovor, that I tre-:lt it c(mfident1:il and tb~t I shoulc.1 nO'b furnish 
Q copy of it to tho 1:31':3.91i Governr.;.ent. I agroed \i:Hh both reql.loats•. 
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Guagonholm i).1rtl1Gri',:po:4l~~do\l~ tMt th~ str;onge:Jt ar~entB that w'ill b~ foode 
agoinnt .ua bY "the :barikiri'ri" gro~ps 'Jill be ~l}a.t ~fJai toO.! late n~1 ,,1, f9r ",the aotion ' 
pr,9pQ,llod wh~chrAA0t:t1:d;~O;Y)t?, ~~~6n 1nken shortlY B:rye~.)the :lt~r ~ Further,>that too' . 
I!I11oh import<llloe 1s 'boing placed upon the, oubj aot ina,slllucli as ain:t.lilr' aotion has 
not been :Inli:~ ;~:1.n ",Q,therv"Q,ountries,•.,';""':' ~"'>"I~ ,; ,

• ". "",}-;\."::' .,') ,.~~:-.. ' ... ,:.";.1. , ' .. :. ' ... ''''r'",.''...',' """;.'.""":,:!,, <',' -0,1 ' 
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3S6 Fourth Avenue 

New York 16, N.Y. 


Deoember 11, 1950 

Tot 	 Paria Office, 

Mr •. Eli Rock 

Dr. Nohemiah Robinson 


From: E. Hevesi 

Attached ple.'Hle find a. rapqrt· by Hr. Rubin, Dn.t.cd December Sth. 
on the subject of the poaitionof satellite assets, includlng those 

, of victims of Nazi persecution, in conneotion wi~ the Snyder Plan: 
purporting the v-:lstlng of German assets in the U.S. This authentio 
report alleviat.es the aoncern e:-;,preElsed by various interested 
clroles over the poselbHlty the.t the Snyder Plan would entail ' 
t.he vesting of satellHe assots as well. Thls manIfestly is not 
the case. . 
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1. Tho Orr1ce of Alietn 1''rO)'Jert.y h now procMdina 'tdth tl v1~orv.nu, progrf,UH for tho 
v~~ting of fall OO:l"ma.ri MDets lOC<lted tn too llnited .;trttofil which he'l~ nt:lt aa ;yet bl'!tm eer­
tHied as baing J"rft of enc.lnW tninto It 1tJ underot.crcx1 toot this p1"Of.I.t'am. is allllOat one­
halt comv1eted at tho- prcs¢nt tim Cind that it 18 procGedlfli r&pldl.\v. 

2. thi. progr~m 18· not di~ot6d Clp.lnrJt AJAtolllte ftSIOt1l. Ae~4)te of ROUWl'nUtl, 
H\1~r1.an ().I' r."Iulg4rbn prlveto f,JCtl'tJono ioont,1f.1.ed GIS 8'I1Clh 8re. at. presant not being wsted 
by t.he Ofrice ~)r 1\11en PropGl"ty. 1'b18. Ii liirg01"i UOQI.iai thO ottice of Allen ~Dp9",y and 
t.he St&to Depan'!:',snt, haW) not as ;yet been ablo' to _ke np tMil'mindo C~l woo~ l'l2'OIl,l'Qm 
thor deal..... to follow with reopact to the a5get.s in the fJn:1ted 8t.:.atel of prl:VfttGl nntionals 
of tho satellite countries. . 

. 3. It tollmm thmt the assets in \be UnlW4:;t.l1tOO of P1rstlcut.aeo who are "AtioNsll 
..It the eat.ell.ite eountrlos are alGo notbe.1ng VCHJted, when lmmm to bitt such. The Orfice 
of Alien ll"OPOri\r 1D following a general rule,t oven with respect to Oermnn aeMtn, of not 
vesting the asnet.o of poraecu.tees. Thus, a peX'S$O\l.tGe who lmO it netlonal of, we will eq, 
l?tm~.tal"Y wm,tld hllvo his assets in the Unit"d Sttitee not. vested bot.h 'beoause lilI) we" 4 na:­
tional of Q s8tol11te oountry and not of ()$'-'ny, and b0C,Qf.;tSO heWO.9 Q pQr.'l1CetltGth. ' 

" ' ." 

4.' In nom Ci\f}CS" hOllewer, ltmay be impol'Jlllhl,o to toll that a particular assets 
in the tJnita(l 5t,Jites belot\€3 to 8 n(it-1onal of a BIi1t.oll:tto cuunt.'r;y O'r.' 't.o a J'l'0NeWtee. . 
Thl0 sitlU'lltion arUDS typically in th.o oalBO in which Q $WiDS 1'umk }lO.8 Q gtlIooral aeeu~nt 
on (ls.V08it. 1tt !~ew York. So l0nfi as the t>'lrlSd bank ftII.f\tfJ~8 te discloGIJ· t,l:&e 1dentUy of 
its clil.ln'l.tfJ \lVhooe hnd8l@o 'into the gentn'nl aocount. thJ9 Otfic~ ot.nien~ flrOpert.7· will 
operate under th.e pt"&SUDtption that in tho eb80nee or eertl.rico.tion such property' 113 
Oerli18o Ft"Opertl. 'l'hus, it a SW.tstf bank had all .OOOtlnt 1n JFew lark whloh stoud rusroq in 
itD n4aM$ and it tho ~18. h~nk t:'f)1'uo0d to indiOlliW to the 'Of£10e (hI Alien lTop$rty tlvlt 
aport1on of Mw.!! aOQ(m'fit. aquiU\bly bo'lcmged to a !QUi'llftl,1sn ot'i'ftmgcrrian r,.r.OiQCutAs, that 
Gum !dght 00 fttltted. on t.ho ground tmt it ·tl1M '1"Geii~4 to be· OGrn&n. In slOme cst!Q8 1n 
,he ,,'list, aee6nUne 1O tni iln'Ice.O'r'Tlwn 1:ropeFt'iI .~;-b'iroi &joxe huve in filot. etma 
£o""ro to StAy thAt a portion of the ,u.ms in (luoltbm do 1n' :toot. oolnn.g to Mtlonalo of 
sl:Itell.1te oountries and they }mve thereupOn bQon emt!l}lted fl'om veoting. 

S. It Is hllnt to rJfl.Y jUl2t w~t the eituatlo}1 1flllbe it a gon.,l'.l progt'3ln 01 
v00tlng 01 prl;ro.te' U~"ei 1n t~ Uniwci S~tG. otruit1ou4\ls of the si~rtel11to oountrie. 
10 (leter.1I1nllld \1pon. Under t,heao oiroumstance:;. t.he Offloe· of IIl1en rrOi1~Y' WQ"..tld hAl". 
to work out, very carefully the dat.ai~ of lts progrntn. If its }:'4'0oont disposition con­
tinuos, it 'OOu,ld attempt to Sf)p&n.\t.0 ttw assets of ptlnJoctUt09D from otoor fUi!!lti.'lt,. .and not 
to net persecutee assets. on the other hand, in the ()per~tlQn of su.ch A program it would 
l-u." if' bo cnraful to couoh its orders in S"J.ch a "llq aD not to G:lve lnror~At1on o:lthtW . 
"IIIith ral.'lpeot to the aeneb l')l.dng vtHt't.ed or not bci,n8 voat.ed totha govGll'lll.1lents or the 
satellite countrleo. 

F1Nllly, an:r l)rogral!'l of ftBtina or satellite priW:tte cu\t$oto in. th.e Ul'd.tGd SutEHI 
would presuwlbly he aeeompan1md at soma tnt\lrt!r tie:a by 8 general unblock-ingot tho"o assets 
not cotual.1y 'Iffl"tod..lt this happ&ned, it mi€ht. well be tfmtpGmecmteo OI!Hl$t6 wollld not 
he ve8'tied by tho ortie. ot Alien Propert.YJ but,upon their bQlnu J"fDleaaod,. A tln of 
cor.rtu,pondence bot,,*,n the banko nnd the ~. in th$ fiU'.ltelUte C~tlt1tr1.GS "ft'!J\.ld bQg:1ri 
'With obvl~.\D dnng&f'm to those owners. .All of th$(lIG,polntf3 will haw to bO wor'k()d out at 
811011 time AS disposlt10n ot a~tolllte aeo.to 18 deto.rmlnOO upon. 336 G 70 
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I 
speoifled by eeotlon.3.00 ot the Aband~~med Property;;.Law f ;In·,an.,.oplnlon 
deoided by me:onJulY,3, ,1944,,;I,..advlse;d you:.thatAJn1:ted,:J~tates bonds,­
issued in the Jiame,B ot, lridlvlduals' who had "made perlodl0 depoelts to be 
used for the purohase of suoh'. bonds should not be deeJled abandoned pro­
perty, under the same seotlon of the I st'atute. The only dlfferenoe bet­
ween that ~aseand the !pres.nt.one,,:i~\ that ,here, the'ise0':1~lt~eQ', them;.. 
selves ;,w~~e deposlted••,*.~hilel~,th~~ :oas~"thei'depos~t.8 wer~ ot"money' , 
and nO,t, ,of . the aecurltles,in ;Q.ueeti0l[l.• i", Th~ stat~~e ;oont,e~plates.'i.that 
abandone~.proper~y~may.lnolude ~hings ,Iotherf,than )~oney .( seotl on ;'303r' 
(3-G)il; ·and,s~ot~9n 1~03). On the pther hand, the ratlonals of my 
1944 oplnion waa t;hat the words 'amo'!1nts due on deposits' were not apt 
to desorlbe seour1 ties. .If this ru11.ng is. to be ohanged, 1 t should be 
for the legls1ature to adopt language more olearly slgnlfying the inten­
t10n to require that securlt1es as w$ll as oash be turned over to the 
Cont roller. 

'It Is my Oplnlon therefore that the aeour.Ltiea held for the benefit Of 
the oustomer should not be deemed 'abandoned propert£_ Any prooeeds of ' 
suoh seourItIes negotIated by the 'Sank, however, wI 1 be Inoluded wlth­
in abandoned property••.• II (142).'! . , . , '. 

. . " I 

"See also 1947 Op. Att~' Gen. ll911n whloh 1 t was stated: 
I 

1 The statute under oonsideratlon ref,ers only to any "amount II representlrg 
a beneflt reoelved by a banklng organizatlon or its nomlnee. There la no 
m~ntion of seourltles whloh might· aliso be reoelvedbi banklng organ! za­
t1ons. The use,ot the word ftamountll ,wlthout further elaboratlon would . 

:npt ordlnarlly desorlbe seourlties, Il and under theseclrcumetanoes, If I1le 
legls1aturedeairee that seourlt1es a8 well as oaah be turned over to 
~heC6ntroller under the statute, l~nguage more olearly slgnlfylng suoh 
Intentlon should be adopted. The,foIiegoing oonoluslon laln aooordanoe 
wlth prlor oplnlons rendered by me to the effeot that bonds and other 
seourlties deposlted with and held ~y banklng organlzatlons should not 
be oonslderedas "amounts due on de~osi ts" wl thin the purvlew ot seotlon 
300•..• 1944 Op. Att. Gen. 40; . 1944 lOp. At.t. Gen.:\176~ 1944 Opo Att. Gen. 
178.', (p. 120, Emphasis added). .• ,.': .' . 

. " .' ',' . I . '"... . . 
. ' ""It may be oonoludedtherefore that any aeo'!1ri tles be10nglng to enemy

allens, or in fact belonglng to any;person, held by ,New York banks would 
not be subjeot '0 the Abandoned Property Law, lrreBpeot1 v'e of the exist­
enoei of any Federal Freezlng orders.1 ,

". I'·' 
"If, however, the bank In queeti6n sold these'· s'ecurl ties and reta1ned 

Instead the prooeeds of suoh sale, suoh proceeds would be subject to the 
Abandoned Property Law even If theylbelonged to ene~y allens and oame 
_thln blooking regulations. Bee 1946 Op. Att. Gen. 11 in whloh It was ' 
held that: .: . , 

.. I . '. 
fDepostls held by banking organlzations to the ored1t of enemy 
aliens or persons l residlng wi thln the blooking regu1at1on of the 
Federal Governmentwhloh have been unolalmed for.16 years are to 
be deemed abando~ed property Iunder the provis1ons of seotions 

,300 and 303 of theAbandoned Property Law. It is my op1nlon that 
,: I 

336674 

http:eeotlon.3.00
http:l!L~~m~:i:1dtt$;ij;J::rt;;:\~t.JP


I 

'. This ~Ol~\' llIay neither be transferred lo a third party Ilor copied or published WiUloul 'Hillcn 
• pCrJlnSSlon frolJllhc "Cenlral Archives for the History of the Jewish People'';' Jcrusalem '. File No.: ~ 

Q znt!i\4~$~mo:t~t I 

II... ~. 0' . ",' .... 3­

:h<-::'-""''bH~=-~~-

~ ;;." f;:,"' 

:osuoh' funds are' abandoned ~unds wi thin .the meiul~ng ·of· 
the above seotions and.henoeshould be turned over to the 
BtateController..... ,It I .. , .. ,' 

't )'i' 

.t.... ";: ~~, '.t :'.~. I., i. ;.i .:' ~; .~: 
• "'. '<', ~ .<...... 

i.;'. You: 19'111:: note "that ,the" op~nlon.ls,,::.no~! wholly;,.iPoBlifv~~ in,· 
O'ur' ·f8.vor~but, no·t: ,totally. nega:tlveJ.. ,:. ev:erl.]:'ank:.;v'i;l,l" p.~Y~'" Utl.t~inately 
'toidi epose· ot" ·the Be "ec,.u:rlt1:.e~ 1n, o:rdel':~Pi o9.:v,8,r,: )the~~~(,ipp.a,rg,~.~ i 
as ,~,oon" as. ·they,~ do, l.t ,:,·the.' prooeed~ beoome' abandoned prO:perty'ln 
the'~~:~llse of the law. . .' . ,', . 
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