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JEWISH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATIOn . 

SUMrMRY OF PROCEEDINGS 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CORPORATION, JUNE 22, 19 70 
NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 

~. ~hurice H. Boukstein opened the ~~mbership Meeting at 4 P.M. 

He stated that JRSO has the nominations for directors and asked Mr. Kagan to 
read the list. The persons nominated were elected as Directors of the Corporation 
with the proviso that vacancies would be filled by organizations entitled to nom­
inations. 

fir. Kagan referred to the material distributed•. He wanted to touch only on 
a few major points. He pointed out that by Deceuber 31,' 1969, the JRSO had dis­
·::.ibuted DH 187 million, which, at the present rate of conversion' twas approxi­

.:.·.:cely 45-46 million dollars. All of the fUnds, except for particular amounts, 

.·hich were still open, had been distr:fl>uted, as will be seen from the schedule 
.y? JRSO allocations on page 3 of .the Report. t.r. Kagan referred to the basis for 
.~..i.r,tributions established years a!O: the Jew ish Agency obtaining 56.95%, the JDC 
28.05%, the Council of Jews 11%, and 4% for Religious Projects 1n Israel. This 
di.d not affect the funds which were distributed in the U.S., pursuant to U.S. 
Heirless Property Legislation. 

h". Kagan mentioned that JRSO still continues to recover funds. Dr. Katzemri··. 
~Jho heads the operation in Germany, '-rill report on pending matters. Very recentl::; 
JRSO was able to distribute DM 1,500,000 within the formula. Small amounts for 
Religious Projects in Israel, such as DM 60,000 out of the allocation of DM 1 ,5')~ /" 
:).re beiDg accumulated. Until a significant amount becomes available, allocations 
;;ould be meaningless. 

Dr. Lewin mentioned that at the last meeting an allocation of It 5,000 for 
;ctzach was postponed. tIr. Kagan said that JRSO should only deal with it when all 
:;he other applications for religious projects came in. He continued to say that 
;:J.e operations of the JRSO are now confined to the Berlin office, where we were 
also acting on behalf of the French and British successor organizations in con~p.c­
Uon with certain categories of claims. These 'boro organizations reiubursed us for 
'i;heir share in the operations. JRSO is now lett with complicated categories of 
claims where financial recoveries could still be expected, Hr.Kagan said" 

~. Boukstein stated that a great historic service has been rendered by the 
JRSO in the 22 years of its existence. In the early years of its operations in 
C'ermany, the JRSO was fortunate in c.b taining the support and .understanding of the 
U.S. Government, especially General Lucius D. Cl8\Y and High Commissioner John J. 
rlcCloy. 

The JRSO was also successful in establishing a good organization in Germany 
to carry out its objectives. 
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Dr. Katzenstein presented the main issues and pointed out that at this late 
stage they were very technical and complicated and were, theretore, taking consid­
erable time. ' He mentioned tirst the complex 9t Altsparerentschaedigung, and said 
that one had to distinguish between certain securities, ot which the tormer owner 
was dispossessed on January 1, 1940, or thereafter • Securities, particularly 
mortgage bonds and so-called Schuldverschreibungen, of which the owners were dis­
possessed prior to 19 40, carried the right to an addition~ payment ot 10%. Dr. 
Katzenstein reminded the me1lb ership that the conversion rate ot Reicbsmark was 
10 to 1. An additional four per cent interest :from January 1, 1953 up to Decemer 
31, 1970, would add up to 72%. Securities of these categories which were issued 
after Decemer 31, 19]), were stlb divided into three categories: 

1) B-Securities which were exchanged against other securities concerning which 
the legislator establlshed a presumption that they were due for Altsparererr~~'· 
schaedigung. 

:.~) C-Securities, where the presumption was established only as to a part. 

~,' D-Serurities, concerning which there was no presumption. 

~!:-,,:,+ r.omplicatedmatters considerably and involved JRSO in detailed investig~t~,v '" 
we:::,'~ the decisions of the Bundesverwalt1.Ulgsgericht, which had held that also 
bl()~ked accounts of emigrants and banking accounts constituting the proceeds of 
,':0:;:'ced sales of real estate ,.,ere entitled to Altsparerentschaedigung. 

JRSO had to go to the old bQDks, police records and the (l)ertinanzdirektion, p::,::" 
ticularly concerning the deportation cards and had to negotiate with three diffel­
ent authorities, the BundesschuldenveIWaltung, the Bundesausgleichsamt and the 
E!.llthorities in Berlin itself. 

Dr. Lewin asked har much was involved. 

Dr. Katzenstein replied that according to JRSO's estimate the whole complex wC~Ld 
be vorth DM 1.2 million, of which more than DM 500,000 was only the interest. 
The capital amount was over DM 700,000. 

; .. :()i;h~L· problem, also complicated, particularly from a legal point of vi~'" f_ 

'::'(ll')'lSh the volume was not so considerable, was the so-called Altbankenkomplex. 
:=!zichsmark securities which were issued by banks, whose assets were transported 
f"::'o:n the eastern part of Germany into the western part ot Germany were being con­
verted into DM only to the percentage of the value ot, the western holdings. JRSO 
was contending that under the London DEbt Agreement a 100% conversion rate was 
due to us. A test case was nOt., before the cOurt. It involved DM70 million. 

Dr. Katzenstein pointed to another substantial itemwhicb concerned 600 shares of 
Consolidated Diamond Mines of S.W. Africa Ltd. They were registered in the name 
of that company with the Swiss Credit Bank, Zurich, &itzerland. JRSO's right 
to claim shares as cwners was recognized bY' the G!rman courts, but the South 
African Custodian ot Enemy Property refused to let JRSO have these shares. We 
had been in correspondence with Q.C. Lowen, who passed say, and were new trying 
to interest the South African Board of Deputies in this case. '!be value 01' the 
shares came to more than DM 900,000. JRSO also had restitution claims to 1110 
pieces ot real estate valued at D1i! 600,000. 
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Dr. Silberman inquired about the f'ull amount anticipated. 

Dr. Katzenstein replied that the approximate amount was DM 3 million. 

~r. Boukstein stated that one claim was DM 1.2 million, the others DM 10,000, 
900~000 and 600,000. f.T. Boukstein asked with respect to the 70,000, vhether it 
would be worthwhile to collect this item. 

Dr. Katzenstein replied in the atfi:nnative, as JRSO had already paid the 
lawyer I S fees. 

Mr. Bo~stein inquired about the time prognosis for the 1.2 million. 

Dr. Katzenstein said another year. 

f,r. Boukstein felt it would still be worthwhile to pursue the collection of 
t,l:.\~r:,~ ~. 'f: ems. 

'£he ~enbership expressed its gratitude to Dr. Katzenstein. 

A m.otion was made and seconded to adopt a Resolution ratityins all the acL 
t.aken !':! tnce the last ~eeting, as follows: 

"Rc"Jolved: That all actions taken, things done, undertakings and 
co..m:ritments given and the disbursement of t'unds made by the 
directors, officers and employees and agents ot the Corporation 
on its behalf during the period extending trom the date of the 
lost preceding annual meeting of the Corporation to and including 
this date, be and the same hereby are approved, ratified and 
confirmed. II 

It motion was made and seconded to adjourn the tl.eJlbership ~eting. 

I'il::: t::!(;ting was adjourned at 5 P. M. 

---.... 000 .. - ..... 
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maSH RESTITUTION SUCCESSOR ORGANIZATION 

SUl>~.ARY OF PROCEEDINGS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ~~ING? JUNE 22. 1970 

I'm'" YORK CITY? N. Y • 


Mr. Iv"onroe Cbla.rater vas in the chair and opened the l>Eeting of. the Board of 
Directors at 5:00 P.~~ He 	 called on Dr. Silber-man to read the slate of officers. 

Dr. Silberman moved that the following officers be elected: 

President 	 M:. Monroe GoldW'ater 

Vice Presidents 	 Mr • Jacob Blaustein 
Dr. Isaac Lewin 
Mr. Her-mann Simon 
Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz 

Chair-man - Executive Committee Yr. 'Maurice M. Boukstein 

Co- Treasurer 	 ~h-. Shad Polier 

Secretary 	 Mr. Saul Kagan 

T'~e slt:'l,te was unanimously elected. 

T;.:e chairman called on l-r. Kagan, who pointed out that the Council of Jels frO;] 
C:::'mtlJ:lY has presented the specific programs and projects to be covered fl.'om ·th',::: 
11% of f~~ds which the JRSO had reserved for such projects. Dr. Silberman SUJ­
ruitted the proposals, aggregating DM 311,102, viz: 

For the Leo Baeck Institute in London Df>!. 40,500 
For the Leo Baeck Institute in Jerusalem 72,000 
For the Leo Baeck Institute in New York 112,500 

and as far as the social needs of the American Federation of Jews from Centra.l 
Europe are concerned, DM 86,102 for United Help, Inc. 

'\orith regard to the request for social needs t he referred to the letter of June 16 
to Mr. Weismann, wherein vas stated that the United Help was the social arm of the 
Federation and as SUCh, responsible for welfare programs like social service for, 
and financial support of, Nazi victims in the l-lashington Heights and other areas 
of Nev York, and financial support for nursing homes, including a home in Jamaica, 

Dr•. Silberman also referred to the request submitted by Dr. Tramer for the 1970 
projects of the Leo Baeck Institute, Jerusalem. and to the letter from Dr. 
Rosenstock concerning the 1970 projects of the Leo Baeck Institute, London, and 
finally to a letter from the Leo Baeck Institute, New York, concerning their 
publications. 

Dr. Lewin inquired in what way these ptblications were different from the Year 
Book p'lblished by the Leo Baeck Institute? 
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Dr. S~lberman answered that they were separate and independent studies. 

Mr. Boukstein asked tor an explanation concex:ning the social services of United 
Help in the Vashington Heights area and the amount involved. 

Dr. Herz pointed out, in behalf of United Help, that lfashington Heights was an 
area where a large number of lonely, elderly Nazi VictimS were living. Programs 
for older Nazi victims were developed in cooperation.yith the Washington Heights
and"Inw()(l.t1- YMiA·. -.., '.. ' . :.~ .. ..... ., .;.' 

. . ...... :~ 

," ........ 

He also referred to the financial statement tor tbe calendar year 01' 19 ($ sub­

mitted to the JRSO concerning the costs and the description of the services pro­
vided. . 

~. Boukstein asked about the financing 01' the Nursing Home in Jamaica. 

Dr. Herz replied that it was sponsored by a group associated with United Help. It 
had been built in Jamaica largely with tunds trom the State 01' New York. It ,·ras 
c: m.1.rsing home for 120 individuals and will be ready fQr occupancy in a wee:: 0::" r;( 


Dr. Herz stated that it was one of the tel nOD-profit nursing homes in Ne"T y.')~.'~.:. 


CH.;r.· ¥edical services would be under the supervision 01' the Long Island .Je-;ris:::. 

Ho<:·;li.tal and a transfer agreement had been Signed by the Long Island Je-Tisi.l 

:;Tf')"pital. In reply to Dr. Lewin' s question, Dr. Herz stated that Kosher feod 

\·;·.n·~.d. be provided. 

r-T. !:agan referred to the heirless property f'und in the United States, O'l.,t of 
,r[~.i \-:1: ...TRSO had allocated $100 ,000 for a scholarship f'und so as to enable TJnited 
Help to expand its scholarship program. This program was named in memory of the 
':.~+~ N~hemia Robinson. It had provided grants, or 10ans

9 
to 305 beneficic.,:.':"ies. 

k. K9.g~r' :felt that this had been one of the most rewarding programs. By' na·r the 
r. ~":·\l-!.:ic19.T.ies of the scholarship program were beginning to repq some of the lO~'lS. 

Mr. Kagan explained that interest in an aggregate amount ot $50,000 had been ac­
cumulated. on unpaid allocations coming out :f'rom the Heirless Property. Fund. He' 
suggested to the Board that JRSO make another allocation of $50,000 to enable tb~ 
Nehemia Reb inson Scholarship Fund to continue. This would not affect any of the 
1'unds arising from JRSO' s work in cermany. 

D'r. Lewin wished to know who were entitled to these scholarships. 

Mr. Boukstein explained that the funds were reserved tor children of Nazi victims 
l<V) eame from every part of Europe under Nazi contJ:'ol. He said that he received 
tn.e applications and found them intelligently prepared and investigated. 

Mr. Boukstein urged that $50,000 be added to this tund, especially in memory of 
Nehemia Robinson, who had done such tremendous work for this organization. 

A motion was adopted that $50 ,000, representing cumulative' interest, be allocated 
in the wq described and for the purpose mentioned. 
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Mr'. Kagan advised the Board that the second Kissena Blvd. Housing Project is ready. 
He thought that the second one was superior in quality. From the experience of 
the first Housing Project, operational problems had been corrected. 

Dr. Herz invited the directors to inspect the new building. There are 288 apart ­

ments. The first housing project had 134 apartments. 72 were one-bedroom apart­

ments for couples, and 216 'Iere efficiencies, rated at $110-126 per month, in­

cluding gas and electricity. Air conditioning was provided at $3.50 per month 

per unit. The one-bedroom apartme,nts rent for $156-172 per month. 


\ 

Mr'. Kagan recommended that the officers elected at this leeting should be simul­

taneously mem ers of the Executive Committee. This recommendation was approved. 


With respect to the banking resolution, it was pointed out that three of the 
four JRSO signatories were no longer available. It was suggested that in addi­
tion to Mr. ():)ttlieb Hammer, one of the original signatories, Hr. Boukstein, 
Ml:'. Goldw ater, Mr. Polier and Mr. Kagan should b ecome additional signatories, 
on the understanding that two out of five would. b e needed to disb ulI&e funds. 

}".t' ~bt.:ion 'Was seconded and adopted. 

M,~. ~~t\gan further referred to the report prepared by Ml-. Weismann, 'Iho WJ=; !\.:2t:P" 
.'.... ::; ~urrent tab s on the activities of the JRSO in Ner York and Germa:ny, an::.. d.s() 
d'~", 1;b.e rmnual audit of the JRSO in New York and Germa:ny carried -out by Lc-:;1:) ~~ 

:::.c·~:r'!l', CPAs. The audit reports are availlible for perusal at the JRSO office. 
;/L' ,. \\!'~:l.smann is prepared to answer any questions. 

J.I.~..;:i.n expressed appreciation of the Board for the services rendered r. f 
r;~', ,{:-;.t ~:(·~nstein, Dr. Tuch and their colleagues in Germany, and by Mr. K::;,r~m 

:;'::~::~"'. ~~ismann in New York. 

rr:,~-, ~1I.·••'\.~ngwas adjourned at 5:45 P.M. 

------000-----..... ­
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.. coac1:i.tfo,,: at'ro'c••"'lpuf iliut:te:du. llatioJlal-.ocia11a'm.~· Sur lit;. 600.000 

jufs reiid.a.:fr·'O::,,;~l8,mip.' avu:t la pri•• dupouvoil:' par Hitl.r, 
".';""> 11 ,aft a,p.lu~;;'q~.t~~.o~~\~~:~fimli d. p.r.olU1.~ rellidaat actu.ll.m••t 

e:acor.u".'.A:l.lem~!J~: ~d,!.,d.~"tr~. Aombr.lJX ca. d•• famill•••tier•• 
91;. et...~.r~e,~,!,;~;,d :.q;"t.,~U·UJ1. trea grand. partie d. l.ur• 

. ,: bieu .oJ1.,td••"bl... . a,e~hera1lC••t qu. fau~. d. demaBd.eur. d ••. 
r.vudicatiOlla' '. ail•. p.uvent phs etre forlDllleea e. leur. 

,:-' noma. D·.~ •. ; 1.'. ~uif. qui ont pu aauv.r leur Vi. il 1 

',' 

., .' a ua tr~ri' ':', a, de malade.,· d. peraonn•• agee• 

. ,. et gener . .. qui apre's leur emigratiolll. It' ont :pa8 ' 

.' ~.'.. reuas1" veIl••xiate1'1c. et qui ont du itr. assi.tee • 
. . ,c; depuili d•• organiaationa juiv•••ocial••i 

.~~~ . 
~. '.."- , 

7 ". i1. !lOU"" sembi. inadmisaible que iea·. 
de peraonnea ~hy.ique. ou moral•• 
anaifilation,de 1a totalite de. victime. 
, eO. au benefic. des victim.a juivea' 

.~ 1;L ·1~.a.l,1.ud~~rapp.l.:I' q,u. 1•• &'07­
,,:,p~i.1,11.·a••t:~'tI",~:·10:fa·_d.5,suffir a"'.
a'e'. apollthai"'ot 'celad t autant 1JIU:.~ 

_ ..........'.. llombre. a. persoll.ll... re aidant •• Allem.agn. 
c:~~!~~~~~'f~~t~~'~·. du .a:ational-s0. cial18mea bien que .leura . 
'fC?r:t dou~eu%. D' autre part, tenant' 9ompt. 

t\~;4+'~~':!')?~'\~~;~' 'par Is legi filIation pour la reparat1011. 
___.... \H.·I.....w..I.-. que 'la plua grand. partie d. moy.n. 

cltiement aux soi~di.ant vict1mea du 
~r;~3~iii4~ti:iij~'~i ....·..tUl.m.agn.t au detriment d•• juif...·~,
.1. . ituantll8lUl dout. la grande major1t' ,', 

'. . r~uveea. J~:r:'\{:~: ;;"~'>F"~' ::":~.~~!,F~'!~:~:t~~f,~i:~!>L::,::: .::;';\, 
. cont JlaD. ••ulemeat 'a li:;~~>~;,.:~:
,st# P!."1nciP.. generamt q~~ o.D.'f ~ ':.~, 
.anc.,.ur,l••, reparat10••- ,ell' dat 

.,..,...","I'!' ''''par~'iCu11uem.Jlt precoB:i-.lf.' ." 
_'•.;c,-..'. . 8iDrd;'.' .. Iii"·" . '1;1;10.11£,'1;;\1. 
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f DBPARMN't OF STATE 

c April 13J 1949 
o 

p 
In ..,.' ·"tt 

r:, 
.-..: 

,f 

TlD,Ma,..+.1IY_I'I+. might care to express ita view 
. . 1Iith reapectto the'. ,exereise 

JUol'"...."U-V11ir.I.V1l.,·1n such cases. The Departmen:\'i consida:rs 
PJdIl&IJtJtl to express its vim as 1'ollowB fi,.;. 

'. " . , ,: "~: . ".~ .:~' ~ /-,',.;: "~',: :~<: -';}~*~~~;~~::i·¥<;..[f~~( 
opPosed the fo:rcibleact8 of ':disp:,ssea­
natura practiced D)" the Germans on the' 

OOll1troU·'.'.., ,In this connectioil ref'erance 18, 

\~;'~~...j~:;:f~~iik)~'(i~(~'·":', 
Qe1'Dl8n7 fOap I t ' 
·.;,~·~'~}."':}:-:'{~~~·Il "', r':~~~, 
. '9 red. Reg.": 



.. 2 ­

a.Directive to the Commanda:r-1n-Chief' of' the United States Forces of' 
, Occupation Regarding the ltU1tar.yGovernment of' Germany; April 1945, 

JCS, 1067, paragraphs 4(d), 48,(eJ(2), 13 Deptt State Bull. 596 (1945); 

e. 	 nirt9~t1'Ve to Commander-in-Cnu.etof' United States Forces of Occupation 
Regarding the WJ.1tar,y Government of' Germany, July 11, 1947, paragraph 
17~~::i<:l.1 Dap't state Bull- 186 (1947) J 
: ',i~';\~{ir~3<~~~:yr:" " . . ;"";"'>". " . , ~ 
tBw>No.l of the Allied Control Council (Off'. Gaz. of' the Control 
Councll for Ge~. No~ 1, oct. 29, 1945» 

, .g~'~jW.ital'1,: Government ~_~~l_'(ldi. Oo~. Gaz. - U. S.Zone June 1, 1946) J 

slJ,' ~j"'~~ GoVSrDlllUlt ~ No. 52, secs, l(f), 2 (MU. Gov. Gaz.- • 

U~S. Zone June 1, 1946)J:, : ,': • : ' , 

. , :' -,';:,"~:~ ;,:~:." '.' 	 .' , 

M1i.1t.a.rY Oovemment ~ 10. 59 QnRestltution of Identifiable 

, "Property (Kil. Gov,,; GAs.' - u. s. Zone rlov. 1.0. 1947). 


"t2f!~l:~peCiai importan~~'Li. MU1t~ry-'Government Law' No. 59whichshoim 
this' GOvernment"s ,po1107 of' undoing,forced transfers and restituting identifiable 
Prop811;l', t,opersoDS 1I1"Ong;tul.qdaprived of' such property ntbin the period from 
~anu8r.r:30,',19l)to Jay 8, 1945 for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
1deo1oU or political oppositiOn. to Na ttonal Socialism. Article 1(1). It 
shoul,t\ be :notedthat this pol1q app1i~Sgen,' ' erally despite the existence of' pur­
chaseri'. in good fa!tb..~, ArticlAL 1(2)..,,<,' ',,' ' . I 	 , , " , ' 

""~~?):'~h~"poiiq ot thit~~1~f\~threspect to claims asserte~·1n the 
Unltedstates, tor the restitutiottotidentifiable property {or compensation 1n ' 
lieu: thereof,. lost through torce,coerci6n,or duress as a result of Nazi per­
secutiOliin ae1'i11aD7, 18 to· ~'VIi American courts from an,. restraint upOrl the 
eDre1s8 of their jurisdiCtion to 'pass upon the validity of the acts of Nazi 

~~f~~;&~e,~)~:;::f(y,;',I:,; ',' " ' : ,,':,~,:i.::;:.""': ,:;:,/:;~,,', 	 ' , 
,;fl', ,:Copieeot..this letter are beiDgtransmltted to Judge SylvesterJ. ltyan 
and !to theattomeys tor the other parties' to the litigatiOtb ' " ": ',,' '. 

'. •....... ~:, ,,>', ", " .•r:.::.;\:~,.;".:,~;·,." . ' 
'. ':: ..

Very'truly yours; " 

,/ 

/s/ Jack B. Tate , ' 
Acting Legal Adviser ';: 

"'_r ,'" ' 

"~. .'" . ~'.. : " 

'. \. ,'." ': , ... ' . , 
, i:.' ! '. ,,' 

j', , 
; t • 
,'" 

http:M1i.1t.a.rY


!O& ,,' Foreign 'Af'ta.irs Department DATE: December 13, 1948 
, 	 ,.,.' _" ',I '-. "'_' 

" , .., 

mOM: Max Isenbergh,,:"', SUBJECT: 	 Statement by the 
President on Restitution 

., .,' 

I assume that with the opening ot the new Congressional session, the 
Committee wi11resume its pr~ssure tor the passage of S2764, the bill 
to authorize designation of' a suc~ssor in interest to take heirless 
propertytormerly owned by victims of racial, religious or political. 
persecutioni, My experienoe thus' tar has dramatioally confirmed to me 
that the passage ot this bill will have the greatest influence in aiding 
a program of restitution em the Continent. It would also be of the 
greatest value if you could, so engineer things that the President's sign­
ing of the bill wOuld be an ocoasion for his issuing a statement on the 
problem ot restitutio~;The ,statement, if you can manage it, should con­
tain the tollowing&;':,;:~7.tf{':~~' ":" .;" ", ' 

._~. '. ': :~;;~'~'<' ":':" ,.'~,:~~~~~:~~~~~~i~·~"; ~~ ~:~ . 

l~" Sillce A~t~' 1946, ,the United States has had legislation 


authortz1Dg the return ot vested property ot enemy nationals if such 

enemy nationals were victims ot raCial, religious or political perse­

cution SJ'ld' ar~ eithE!l~ alive or have surviving heirs. 


, : ; ;1 ~y;~: . ,-,,:,:,~·.r~:~~t~;~~i,~;r·f";:·:j-::·(;~.,,~i>~~X·t:~::::~~~.;/~.~..~ ~.:~; .'~-; "', 

, , 2. The United states 'teels it is morall.y indef'ensible to retain the 


, property ot, such pers,ona whO, ill the most realistic sense were the great­

est enemies ot our enemies~i:?::- ',';, ' 


: .. ~:': <'" :~ i /:~~;~';~7\";>':~'~!.~~;~>~'~:.:;'''<'~:~'$:;;;';~:~:<~~;:~%~!i·r~. I ~~. 
 : 	 H 

,	,', 3; By 82764, the United States is merely giving logical extension to 

~e pr1ncipl~' o~,non~retention ot property of' victims of'enemy perse­

cution~': Retentio~ ot, heirless .property which originated with such victims 

tor thEr reason, that there is no legal sucoessor in interest, would be an 


. ironical. retU~&l tO~ ,,. ,~.. ze the group identity of' the Surviving f'ellow 
· victims:~\ These" ' "we".,treated en masse by the enemy tor the purpose 
, of' levying, tiri~s, 'la:txn' 'demands and the imposition of' o~er 


atrociti~~:!'i . their group identity tor the purpose of' retention 

of. the ss tellows would be an inexcusable act ot 


, 'heirless property to a successor 
.............or: 
 in, the United States zone ot Gerlll&llY. 

who have not yet passed like measures 

, . " . 

http:tollowing&;':,;:~7.tf
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. 6. ~".:' ·1· .......1.. to ~...,... ·Groete "'M1!y .~, la\ •. 
l.aa,taimA_~W'" • tla.ati NP.¥Ol1t4e \fU !a~. 5inoe tho _~ 
~~ _. '~\t..t ..,....·...,.... ~fr.1. Aft" 'Ilu 0G!a ·to· be ~ 
dth theett........., ""---.;dtiI!IH8. - h1t!rl.- ~tvi ~.1 IV'
;1auu4 ~ ...a_... wlt1altr. PoUt18 hen. t hAw JleV'cr had • 

. Optla.tRW· ...............'. MfIOJlpnsbeita ~" .. oem­:'\lOi vta':Hr.· .~... '... .,...... iIorebo.;lerul. J: .lMluZ • .c1"~Cl:rfIU""""'~'..,~.'\haa tbe ~·IM. ret~ to'.DAiS· ~';. .·"··to· 'aMl;j .;,,'. . .... .... ~ vitll othaP. "JPO'b'I.em!'n .. , "'~'" . . .... ,.. ... JJ1"G8G1!QJM T 
~tI..~··,;'I!, .......,'·U..,· .....\lOr ~. fill attt1t1ade'~ the. JIrM.peft8
hor' ·"'I"'l;hda.~.'ot:vonae~' '.' . 
:,;:.·.;·~'~:i: j:,;:t:>·);,:;\,~'j;~~j't;)<; :~.:.:!':::\:::':". ': .... . . . • " .', . 
. , ..,... .~.:'i~'· .:% ,J&a. 4_jv""lU~uew.t.'hroapeo\_ the· rl"8lUlb dOllf!atlCl 
~~ Pl"O.....1dd.6 "'i.·~ in heSPlese ~; lat\ '. 
~.",. .,..~.. . 'ld........4if.fJfmt4U.. ot Pnm.cb levi. OPgardsa-
U..... ...,.... ofNdl...... the Pl8IIf2h __ of Ge~, '.1 take·. 
cU.m.v1eV' ot ••_ ......~ h9re In tbII lmmetUa\e tu.... Be1aC 
la ra:o' _, tJil. -:=,:'"'':t.Z '1Ihal1 kef9 .. .,. ., tbS.a, .bJect. Ben 
GIG,.. laS\ *""1.'., ''':a4vaD~---''" of'the ~........ ~. Of..the 

b.e1l-~'.~ ~.".,,,,,. W..... ~••, 1f'.". are f'Ct1"tmlate 


·ef1O\1ib. t,o ....... 1epltM1lM ........, . 


. , 

. " .. 

.-fI1_Mt·l8ll1r .. lcft1l' a mel.. otpro'bl.ema 1D. the ~&OlDI, 
. 1t ~ \ta. .. ...tn1 ..... I.e the .oct tor maJdq ~. to:r~1aIii 'nil'Nt'ftlfIJ.·:..rt~, .,.. ..,.."t,a wean obtdJl OIl w.a tmmeb tl$ 

1rJd.W.,.s~'-•. JIlIJWol"'· ..aaa dU laaw ~t ~catto.1ft ~J' 
. . ,. ,.saw .. that .lanel vUl be .. RII!ll- ....... 


__,....:,..,I".Vhteh 18 au...... for tbat ~~ Ith!ntc 
!!rm£lIPIa1d . ..... the ...u. of larae1t. ~ .. 

nDllllGJu. '" .,.,.,... '.,., X.. tr,1Ds .., 40. ' 



. " .,' .. 

c,;" :"':~;i·t~l;i~;; 
\ 

\ 

\
\ancl in the 11.8. .eotor at 
\ 

'\ 

d8l!tI"tl,1tt ~.' ,g;oSlll*,un~Clthfaoto·l7. 
maxtmu.m pOBs1bleexteut. La., 

'liS;'tU"jJa11~.I:'CS;II.r~..a, t~ ..t'leCl.t a,rewbal.,nC;lDg 
." 8t111 may ,be, n~ec1' ltthe , 
:to'bet ololer'to'th8ll.S. thaD. 
'.'ls, ther.tote, lathe Ilrttitdl 

., , 

;J:JII"~'II'~llI:D"'';';'-''''''''' !·~r.:~Jt;:novm to' u.." .bOth ot: i ; 

itJ"l'1.:b-~iJe1r1,~h:Qrpnh.at1OnI ,suoceede,f til, 
';athird !1Uld: better d.ratt_ 

;,~1o.rtf'wj:'tbi two ~r, t~_ week;"'.:: . 
~\'1~~t:\.T'.~!t\~;I~t.:t~:I':()J~'l,1'!1lf.· 'to·mle.te'd' .general: ' , >tio . . , ' 'that 'itre':l'Ul!ll.Ors, -.:r.i . ' . ;, . , ,.'" ; , . , 

.'J..;04~8~'Or·, orpnll8, on.,',' . 
if :«i;·,,::,\';',/'. ',: :,.., ,"J" 

. !e"t. 1... 8.tlo~g .last and the 
.:'. I'tUPIMU'I . ~'v.:,. 't'he obdurate attitude ot" 

\ 

\ 

;,;;)r)",',{:;;~,; . .;" ..': ;,'; ":, 
',,,,si\,to tbii ~ FOPelpOt't1oe:, 

'~~~\~:"J'I6;J~"'" o,t·:~.: p*rt1lleDt;41'f:1aloD 18' a In• 
. . ' ':.b;iw811' 'Oe.nDC)~mak": .: r.VD~ ;,. 

, .': ' ,;' 1,;' • .. 

'(.'.. .... 
'. ' C:,,"~ ~<,,'It;::~'.),'~·:;·,·... ~ ..:'\:':/ ,(~ ,',!, :-; ,i', 

. aN &tn14 ,of' .AJDerioan-
• 

;. ' 
'IUs.t. CloDij.i'v&bi. 'to' baTe; " . ,.' . ' 
'Bi'ltijh 'jI'OQ:to 4180uaIL<": ',,' 

~n':'~~g~~,,~jl~'Q!'..~'~.';; ,', x. ;,o~,'~o.i;!:D1o••. lIb&'/~::' .. (.'., , 
. 'bGhIlU ":ottb.1j·;.ventUre "~;' : ' 

. ,'N',k~x\;i~~i;~~:' ~:: ';~~i,;('" . 
c;oJ~'Ir'Yl."~ .. ....JnoJ, 



\ 

:r., 

. : ,:"~. " . 

~ .' 

. :',. 

., 
.{" - ... 

, ,1:"' '.~3 

. . :,~.; .~:~'.~~~;;!]i:;;~:;~ iI";;' :..... . . 
A t:d, teo Inglrt.Di\ ~,~~ ,....;1.1(,.0Jle ••z Iaenbel"p 1i1 all the a:fe 

UI'C•• · •• Il"V1D&·.~,J;.G\'rti. tLD4.;.~a..·",JlO& too buq todq to a.ttend ant:·' 

,b1 -j'I"ri~pau1;l~.l*tl.,j uheN' 'the Britbh and French -r be 1Dtluanoe4. 


:::~,t '.:' ;. :', .: ~,::··~~.t?>:~::~~f!'~;~Y"i~::ff~i~~~t:fi~?i~!t.~~~~~~~~~,~--~~;" ~:':):.; ~ .,<;~:':·\',,:r>r""~ . " '. . 
'J:'he U.S~ Seatol"1ft.lei'lla.:,:'b,t'".pUV Pl"opeJ't)" Dlv1donCh1et in Bel"l1ll 1. 
repori.a '0 be pl".pe.I'i'l.;~"applf,~81 to the Sector. 1"egaJ"dles. of the 
41ttloultiei.:;,.. ,I't~l.,.·~·1I91),~tO.oheok all th18 1n'ftaihlngton and, g .... 
a.. 1rad1a8.~1o~"!r ..ba'.,.~~ '~40U:~OPl"ODIOt. thi. 1dea. :. . , . 

. . :. "~":··:',...\:.J~;',~'~t '::';:~:,~;~~~~1-j'~:':tt~·~~/t;{:;.;f:;;~::~~:;~:~:~i~;;·~i?~~,.~~;·~~:/~~(ti;·:-:)'· ::::. ~'.'-; _,' , '.' , .' ~ 

All thaielG.8ue~ ~.re,. . "t~D01I~.raO~ the Pari. than the "ab1ngtoll· 

Offioer It; 1. .. ,t~.lIa"". 7:0ur a4'1r1:oe 011 fob...' ' 


,. ,. " 
. ,'.

',,' ~ " . 

.; ,1 , 

.'. . '. 

:, . 
, .~. .", 

. , 

.. . 

. ," ." - .... " 

,­
'. ",' ~ ~ ': . . ,.' , ~. 

. . . 
'.,~"'~';'::_', :~,.;~r:'. ,:,:' 

http:Inglrt.Di


S' \J fl. \{ [ '.J. Q. (f rz f 5 -nTuT>' ~ ~ I~ f\j{l-Q (>i~ 
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FRANCE BELGIUM ~', LUXEMBO URG 
, !-,. , 

NETHERLANDS 
~-

. _DEJ'IIMARK ,NORWAY­ -, ",__ ,_JTALY:-"-­ .'.,-1-. GREECE 
",' "'1: 

Unknown."CESTIMATED 'JEWISH r 150 to 200 Million pounds. 
PRE.WAR WEALTH 

so Million pounds. 

,,-­

I~ 
75 Million pou~ds. 

I 
I' 

1. MAIN SOURCES OF I Decrees-­ Decree-Law- Decrees-, Decree E.IOO: 17.9.44.' as 
LAW ON 12.11.43. 16.10.44. 14.11.44. 10.1041. 21.4.41, 7.7.44. 13.7.44. amended F.29;2, 16.11045. 
RESTITUTION 'am. 2.2045. 1104.45, 21.4045. I 

9.6.45. 
, I 

12.5 ­ 15 Million pounds. 

Decree No. 475, 1.10045 

2.5 Million pounds. 

Decree 29.7041, as amended 
11.8.45: Decree 18.12042. 
Decree 21.9.45. 

3. WHO CAN CLAIM? Owner or legal successor; Dispossessed person or suc- Dispossessed person or suc· Any person Jlulated in his, Danish citizens and their Owner or legal successor. 
if owner" sinistre .. specially cessor. , (Property of persons cessor. rights or legal successor. relatives. 

4. WHAT PROPERTY IS 
EXCLUDED 1 

appointed administrator. of German and Austrian origin 
excluded.) 

(a) Property requisitioned be­
cause of public importance un­
less released by Conseil d'Etat. 
(b) Securities sold at Stock 
Exchange or Bank. 
(c) Property acquired at Just 
price unless claimant proves 
duress. 

..,.. ! 

S. WHICH AUTHORITY Court of Referees (speedy (a) CourtS. . I 
(a) DE~IDES 0 N procedure). (b) Office of Sequestration. CourtS. Council for the Re-Establish-

CLAIMS 1 ment of Justice an intervene 
(b) EXERCISES whenever non - intervention 

TEMPORARY AD- would be ineq~itable.· 
MINISTRATION 1 ! 

6. RELATIONS 
BETWEEN CLAIMANT 
AND HOLDER 

7. COMPENSATION IN 
LIEU OF 
RESTITUTIO N 

Holder may claim considera­
tion by which owner bene­
fited. 
Holder must refund incre­
ments, reimburse damages. 

Subsidiary claim against State 
for War Damage. 

No 'refunds to holder. As in Belgium. 

War Damage Bill does not 
provide for indemnification of 
racial persecutees.· 

, 
Equitable decisio~. Restitution 
excluded if: . 
(a) bona fide :icquisition. 
(b) acquisition ·!from third 

party for ,value. 
(c) acquisitio~ f9r value. 
Purchase price tei be refunded. 

Claim for War ~amages if dis­
possession effeC1:ed by Ger­
mans. ' I 

Directorate for Registration 
of Claims. 

No details known. 

Exchequer to pay Indemnifica­
tion. allowances, damages. 

Office for Restitution, Court. 

No protection of bona fide 
acquirer. no refund of purchase 
price but reimbursement of 
expenses. 

2S Million pounds. 

(a)' Decree law. 20.1.44. 
, Decree law, 12.4045. 

(b) Law No. 393/46. 
(Dispossessions by Govern­
ment of Social Republic). 

. . 
(q) Persons affected by Fascist 
Law and their successors. 
(b)' Persons considered as Jews ' 

, by Fascist Law; for missing 
person Jewish community 
may demand appointment of 
administrator. 

(a) Movables.· 
(b) 

(a) Office for Administration 
and Liquidation of Real Estates. 
(b) CourtS. 

(a) Restitution by Office, sub· 
sequent transfer irrelevant. 
(b) bona fide acquisition pro­
tected. (No bona fides for 
immovables.) Refund of pur­
chase price. improvements, 
costs of administration. 

(a) Compensation by State. 
(b) Claimant may elect com­
pensation instead ofrestitution 
from State or third party. 

8. TIME LIMITS 
FOR'CLAIMS 

6 months from end of hostili­
ties. 

3 years from conclusion of 
peace. 

As in Belgium. 6 months frorr institution of (a) I year from conclusion of 
Council. !. peace. '. ":. 

. (b) Vindication 3 years. 
Compensation from State 

I year in case of movables. 
2 years in case of furniture 

·15 ­ 20 Million pounds. 

Laws No. 2/44 (26.10.44). 
337/45 (20. 5.45). 
808/45 (31. 5.45). 

~._._i 

Owner and heirs lip to 4th 
degree. 

(a) Courts. 
(b) Jewish Property Adminl· 
stration Bureau. . 

•Go~erned by Civil Law. 

Owner may claim repayment 
of current value. 

10 years. Compensation from 
_ private person 3 years. I I 

taken by enemy. 

9. PROVISIONS RE I PREMISES: Decree 14.11.44. Premises: artS. 30-32. .In discretion 1;.council. Detailed provisions for dam- Reinstatement .into occu-
SPECIAL CLAIMS interests of tenant and occu­ Decree-Law 12.3045 provides . I ages for deprivation of liberty, pation, education. by various 

pier to be balanced. . for reinstatement of former ~ .. injury to life and health. in­ enactmentS. . 
FURNITURE: Special Office tenant. . eluding allowances and pen­

10. SPECIAL 
PROVISIO NS RE 
HEIRLESS PROPERTY 

II. PROPOSED NEW 
LEGISLATION 

11. SPECIAL REMARKS 

and procedure. r slons. 

NONE. 
Special Fund considered but 
not adopted for formal reasons. 

THIS CHART, prepared by Dr. P. Weis, Legal Secretary of the Research Department, 
World Jewish Congress, British Section, presents a comparative survey of the main 
features of restitution of Jewish property in the various ,countries of Europe 
according to the state of legislation at the beginning of 1947.. No guarantee for accuracy 
can be given and the survey is not intended as a substitute for legal advice In 
individual cases. 

Envisaged in ~.I(l() by Special 
Decree. I: 

i 
i 

; ,
Wide Discretion of Council 

• Presumption 'of inequity if 
legal relation changed : 
(a) by force orl'undue influence 
by occupant. I i 
(b) without legal· cause or on 
ground of Void legal measures. 

I. 
-! 

Only country to provide for 
Indemnification by State for 
crimes against humanity. 

Legislation providing for hand­
ing over to Jewish Communi­
ties impending. 

Donations made in conse­
quence of Fascist laws may be 
revoked. 

Law No. 846/46 (18/1/46) 
waives right of escheat, pro­
vides for Jewish Rehabilitatic n 
Fund. 
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- - -----­ - --:-------­ SWEDEN-·-.---SWITZERLAND--_ .HUNGARY­ ROUMANIA BULGARIA CZECHOSLOVAKIA POLAND 
I. !!!I~~'!.E!?}!=:-!!~H 500 Million pounds. ,lqO Million ·pounds. 250 Million pounds. 12.5"':" IS Million pounds. 175 --:200 MiII~on pounds•. 

..... 
2. MAIN SOURCES OF 

LAW ON· 
RESTITUTION 

3. WHO CAN CLAIM 1 

Law No. 520/26. 14.7.45. Federal Council Decree. 
10.12.45. 

Rightful owner or assignee of IPerson dispossessed in war­
property seized in war-occu­ occupied country. 
pied country. 

~------------------+I-- ~ 
4. WHAT PROPERTY IS 

. EXCLUDED 1 

5. WHICH AUTHORITY 
(a) DECIDES ON 

CLAIMS 1 
(b) EXERCISES _ 

TEMPORARY AD­
MINISTRATION 1 

6. RELA TIO NS 
BETWEEN CLAIMANT 
AND HOLDER 

7. COMPENSATION IN 
LIEU OF 
RESTITUTION 

8. TIME LIMITS 
FOR CLAIMS 

9. PROVISIO NS RE 
SPECIAL CLAIMS 

10. SPECIAL 
PROVISIO NS RE 
HEIRLESS PROPERTY 

II. PROPOSED NEW 
LEGISLATIO N 

12. SPECIAL REMARKS 

Special Judicial Board IFederal Court 
(Application to Foreign Office) (Special Division). 

No protection of bona-fide 
acquirer,. but may be indemni­
fied by State. Purchase price 

.to be refunded. 

Law in force until 30.6.46 

Heirless property is to be used 
for certain welfare purposes 
according to statute. . 
Allies requested use for vIc­
tims of German action. 95%to 
be used for Jewish victims.· 

Government agreed to hand 
over share of German assets 
for rehabilitation of victims 
of German action. 
(90% for Jewish viCtims).· 

No protection of bona·fii:le 
acquirer. but may be indemni­
fied by State. Purchase price 
to be refunded. 

"­

31.12.1947 

Allies requested use for victims 
of German action. 95% to be 
used for Jewish victims.· 

Government agreed to hand 
over share of German assets 
for rehabilitation of victims 
of German action. 
(90% for Jewish victims).· 

• P.I., Art. 8, Final Act, Paris Reparation Conference. 1945. 
and Agreement on Allocation of Reparation Share of 14.6.46. 

NO COMPREHENSIVE 

LEGISLATION 

HAS YET 

BEEN ENACTED 

EXCEPT LAW 

No. 52 MILITARY 

_GOVERNMENT ENABLING 

BLOCKING OF 

ALIENATED 

PROPERTY. 

LOCAL 

REGULATIONS 

PROVIDE 

FOR 

REGISTRATION. 

REFUND OF 

JEWS' 

TAX. 

ATTEMPTS in BRITISH ZONE 
to hand over heirless property 
to Jewish Communities as 
custodian. 

DRAFT FOR U.S. ZONE 
based on drafts by Provisional 
Governments. 

Only enactment: 
THURINGIA. 14.9,45. Deals 
with dispossession by official 
action. Restitution in kind 
only. Entitled: owner and heirs 
up . to 2nd degree. Bona-fide 
possessor may be granted 
compensation. Decision by 
Arbitration Tribunals. Time­
limit 30.9.1946. 

-(a) Law- -10.5.45' (No. 10/45) (a) 
as amended 27.2.46 (47/46). ; 

Order 
5.2.45. 

200/1945 M.E.I Law. 1.8.1945; (No. 172/45). ",:.;-, . Presidential Decree. 19•. 5.45'1 Decree of 8.3.46. Off. Gu. 
Law No. 126. 16.5.<\6. __ No. 13 pos. 87. '. 

Dec'ree of 24.2.1945. 

(b) Nullity Law 15.5.46(106/46) (b) 
(c) 1st Restitution Law 26.7.46 '(c) 
(156/46) Executive Order" 

Decree 11.9.46. 
Decree 300/1946. 

. 15.9.46 (167/46). 
(d) DispoSsession Registration 
Order 15.9.46 (166/46). 
(c) Owner and heirs up to 3rd 
degree; more distant rela­
tives only if they· lived in 
common household with de­
ceased. 
(c) Provides for restitution of 
property seized by Germans 
at present in administration of 
Austrian authorities only. 

,Discriminated persons and 
heirs up to 2nd degree. For 
'absent persons . appointed 
custodian. 

Agricultural property affected 
by Agrarian Reform Act 18.3.45 
I(a) provides voidance of 

usurious or grossly detri­
mental contracts. 

:(b) applies to shops, premises. 
furniture. 

(c) applies to movables. 

(c) Provincial Directorate of I(a) Competent Court. 
Finance. (b) District Court or Arbi­

tration Commission. 
(c) Di$~rict Court. 

(c) Property to be, restored I(a)
tel quel; including existing I 
accessories. ;(b) 

for Jews presumption af 
duress. 
damages to be refunded on 
basis of current value; 
purchase price may be 

. taken into consideration; 
: (c) No jus retentionis, no rest. 

from 3rd party unless ac­
quired free of charge or 
closely related with 1st 
acq. No rest. from 1st 

} acq.ifvitallyneeded byhim. 
-Current value to be paid by 1st 
'acq. unless vitally needed 
by him. 

ec) Oneyearfrom coming into I(a) 17.3.1947. in exceptional 
(orce of law! cases. 1.1.1950. 

Restitution Bill adopted by 
Par:liament: 2nd and 3rd 
Restitution Bill prepared by 
Government. 

(b) 31.12.46. unclaimed pro­
perty goes to Commis­
slonerfor Abandoned Pro­
perty. 

(c) Statute of Limitations (32 
years). 

U.K. proposal for clause in 
peace Treaty concerning resti­
tution. Article (27/1*). 
U.S. proposal concerning heir· 
less property. Article (27/2*). 

Allies may veto legislation; ',"(.) Adopted by Paris Peace 
situation aggravated by inter~_Conference and embodied in 
pretatlon difficulties 01 Pots- 'Peace Treaty. 
dam Agreement. 

• f. 

Jews· who were in Roumania IOwner or his mandatory; for 
or deported at time of dis- absent Jews: -Jewish . Con-
possession. slstory. 

Agricultural property handed 
over to landless peasants and 
Social Insurance Fund: mov­
ables which cannot be restored 
In kind. 

. ..::.:~: ' 
?:"~~ -;;;; .. ~{ 

Aggrieved person _and legal IOwner. relatives up to 2nd 
successors unless .. nationally degree, spouse. 
unreliable" -<Law No. 108 of 
25.10.1945). _­

(a) Property transferred to 
.. nationally reliable" person 
and for adequate compensa­
tion. 
(b) Property belonging to 
"nationallyu nreliable'·persons. 
(c) If interests of holder in 
property prevail over those. 
of claimant. 

Property subject to natronalisa­
tion (Agrarian Reform Act of 
18.1.1945. O.G. No.3. pos. 13. 
Natlonalisation of Certain 
Forests' Decree 12.12.1944. 
O.G. No. IS pos. 82, Law con­
cerning Nationalisatlon of Basic 
Branches of State Economy of 
3.1.46. O.G. No.3 pos. 17). 

Civil Court in Chambers. Authority in charge of the I District Court. 
property. 

(a) District Courts (speedy 
procedure). 

(b) District Liquidation Office. 

Bona-fide possession of mov· 
abIes protected; liability for 
damages caused mala fide. 
Purchase price to be refunded. 

3 months. For persons abroad. 
I year from publication of law. 

Increments to be refunded. 
Mortgages. Improvements to 
be redeemed. 

In case property Is not restored 
compensation by the State; 
for movables. by persons re­
sponSible, No compensation 
for vis major. 

3 months from 2.3.45. mov­
ables for all claimants. I year 
for absent Jews for other 
property. 

Rules of civil law for mala-fide 
possession apply (exceptions). 
Anything received by claimant 
to be refunded • 

Persons who acquired from or 
on behalf of Germans are con­
sidered as acqulrers in bad 
faith. and have. no counter 
claims. Other claims governed 
by civil law. 

Compensation of current Compensation for nationalised 
value if : . property under special legls­
(a) restitl.ltion not easily lation and for property sold by 
practicable. Liquidation Office beCause of 
(b) If restitution would be danger of destruction. 
hardship on holder and pro­
perty not needed by claimant. 
3 years from coming into force 
of law (quashing of illegal 
decision). 

31.12.47. Treasury'or special 
institutions acquire ownership 
of immovable property after 
10 years; of movables after 
5 years. from 1945. 

Law. 19.12.1944. concerning Special provisions for phar- War Damages: notiflcatIons, 
reinstatement into civil ser­ macies, shares. Civil servants assessment, Decree 54/45. 
vice and private employment. reinstated. . 31.8,45. -

U.K. proposal for clause in 
Peace Treaty concerning resti­
tution. (Article 25/1.) 
U.S. proposal concerning heir­
less property. Article (25/2*). 
(.) Adopted by Paris Peace 
Conference and embodied in 
Peace Treaty. 

Restitution 
starting. 

in Slovakia just 

Socia nstitutions and Relie I 
Organisations of specially per­
secuted groups may obtain 
administration and usufruct of 
abandoned property (Section_ 
12. Decree No. 13). 

Non-owner to whom aban­
doned property Is restored 
acquires possession and usu­
fruct only; ownership under 
State of Limitations (10 years.) 
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Provincial ,0(
:1 ... ; , Flnan.ce. ...., 

. National. 
, .' 

m against State ~orWar 
\' '. ." '. ~ , 

'" 

Property to be restored tel que/. 
including existing accessories. 

',:' I 

Restitution Commissions. at High ,Court ,of 
first Instance. " '". "y , 

•• ' "'.' ",I 

',\ 

Property to be restored at least as it was on .:­
31.7.46. including existing accessories; only 
consideration of which owner could freely 
dispose to be. refunded.. Mortgages expire, 
except such covering necessary or useful 
expenses In favour of ,owner. servitudes" ','; 

If restitution economically impracticable. 
commission may award restoration of similar: 
property. partnership. compensatIon by 
payment of estimated yalue. . 

, '.' 

One year from coming 
"force of law (28.3.48)., 

Into One year 
(28.3.'18), 

from coming Into "orce of, law 
, , , , 

'" 

,.': 

Legislation concerning claims of employees. 
tenants, copyrights and patents. claims of 
public law coming under the Jurisdiction ;of 
.the administrative authorities reserved. ,. : 

" 

'.' 

."',.. '!.::' ., 
·f:· ..... '.' 

~" 

, '" 
. 
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5bO\l14 '~."',......,ftU1. upa14. the German people which lntl1cteci ' 

·~~~"ti~i.?:~~ai~~i·';ho.i:_tJ'lsb' J'O~b817 - .a a1 tUatlon which cannot but 
';';'~~':":"'.":"'" , ;' :'~'... .,;.;~.:.~~~ .~\t'"~·i~'::,~::.:. :."X;~:. ' .. ~: "-', ',: : 

__1ft.'" UOil •• t' inaIA ."traces. 
".' :':':~~~':.i~'108, 1t 111 suggesteA that. trl-zonal 

, . ":-':~~..~tioft 01 losle. Do' oom1as under the 
,,, :':". '..:." ."' " .' . . 

..........'........ 'p~' of oompeJlll6,tloft 'IMIne Imposed 011 the 


aVIlI.. ,~IIU...N!o.••Nl'U..C:nl,....:".".Y1e. 01 the aJU1OUftoe4 stabll1zation of 
~ ". ";i~:1~~<::A~}':' ~\.: ~'J ';.'.,.;. ','i- .. f:.· ;. .'. '., 

..d.1l ftloll ,nnollilJ oou14 'be a4yanceCt for 
'. ,.' '.' . - . 

. , a'a'7083 
"'w'ouftoe4 O\l""ft07 reto~' '1'111 en'all " ' 

http:P.8.toN.tl


..... ' . 
."·,E;'~~¥F~":i";}~~~-:.:,r:~.•~.:",/:.:,: ..M... ""'.f,,.".:~1:>1'·~f:'!,~fit.,;';""~"i"i;;i;: ".' " 

, .........~...... "'tv1'"•••.. '-. 
" 

3,37084_' ,". "., 

-,­
, • ,: ,-';/ • y" ,':. ,/~, 

ADoo',.o.1nslr. l' lli ••lal" ... til., 1lltlx1Jl1 the re.te of exohaDge ot the 
, -' . ' ........ ,.. . , 


014 .... t•• tM ..., , .... 
'.. 

old.. '1te P'" 111 theoa'tegor, IDOst favorable 

. to, 'tlI.e:' .1a1....~~; ". ',"',: '~~. ''i' " . 
, .,' . 

. ",': ~.. t}lMt. ar',,_M1"'amtJ1Z . 
, .

';,.,.;:.. .' ... > . ....., P.N••' ... ~ ..._ w." tON'" to leave Oemaft7 .un 
" . " " :, .. " "f: ',' . .' !' '_'~:". ",: '" . - ",;' .. " , . . ,': '. . \" ' , 

po••••• penoul,ropel't, --...l·· otheN wlll. "pla Dueh Propen1 ___ ~~U"'~_~ .~••~ .'Iheln',ea'hi' pJ'Ope~ "1. ~1• 
. ' .' ,:.. :. ;. '.,:' '. . " 

aunr ft"l4eft._~~,,_ '...... a...a.' w..tftJUJt•• oou14. 1.' ftO VI.., be' 

4eV1U.'a1·~ 'tl..',~.~':.:w.e4' o)J••Uve ot' .....1'1111 'h. Germaa 
," ", 

...o_~,'· %.;.18 tUNtON .1IIP.t.. '.' tl'1-&onal. ru.l.•• pel'lllltUnl th• 
.: ':: :'~ " . '.. ' 

tN' ,ha8t•• of' ..oil P""~I •• Jur-Gmll.te4 at the euU••' possible 

,,:: .. '. '~ ... ,eE!I!-!!IIIC,.orl.!li&1! aa4 ctenadtloat109.· 

uftllpl:'.;·'•. _ --.l•• e.'abuall.& )1 'he international 
~, ,," .. ,'. . ....'~'" . 

Y111tari friiM••l d4 I.n;,.~'_ 11111'&17 .ouru of 'be AlUe., a verr 

··~raaU:''''.'ber .,' OeImW' "~11lt1. tor ,be ..1••18b d1.a.~er !la'-f. 10 

t .... '~~ 'bro." to" ,ltd.:" n.. 'aparleftoe atter the Firat Wor14 IU . 
, '" '.. . .' ". ..',- . . . . . ...... .' . \' . ," 

&Act .• ,re'.A' .k~.t 111111 1a GeJllillllll7 are eTldence ot the Ileo.allt, 
.',' :',.~, ', ... ,:.',:.:, .', • ",", . " . ",.,<; • . : ., ,," , . " 

:;:. U COIlUmae ,.'"'rut ... pula.ea, ot war 0"1Ii1o • 1• to Allied oour'8' ,~~.. 1.~Y.l' '~' ...'.,~~.....~ llake a '"'....e"01 '1d.8 .aGN" trua'_ 

·~;:t?·i!;~·: , ..• ·bp.zale...·"~::·~i:.utI: ......'rat.4 .that, 'lD ·4_&&1110at10. bJ 
'<'}:.: :,,(.~.::::;,.,~':: .~-:- . "; ":',;\~:' , _.:},; ,.>'.' 

.' C••' bOd.... ... AlU4' .....n.to. 1. lra41speaaabl. 1f Wa 1•. 

<."'.i~~:·~~~~'''te .. ,', .' ..oda tbl. ·proO••• liNd dO-.. l' w111. 

··::;:ij;~;X~{\~;,~,:,,,·(.~i:<':' . '.IUIa. .. ·;z:t\.~.'·-"':':~·,;_...... aa4 a......,' 8.Il4· .r.~t17eD- . , ,all." ....... ,. --. .. 




- &­
, ," 

'tq the Germa.ns ,ana. .... 18 GeI'Dl8Jll BOt' 'because of thelr. tree choice. 
, '. . . , 

hla.nl ot t.b.8a are .~"N Of Gel'll" oonoent~tlon cup., peJ'8one 


-Do' t01" leare -0._" to....I'IIIIDJ aDAer the moa' m1eerable oond1l1olU1 

... 

aDd w1 t.hou' p.,.I.b.er'~"" tbenfo:re entitled to special COBIld.ratio. 
. . . , "". , , : .' . 

in tbelr effortl .' ...."l..n' an4 rebabli1tation. It 18 suggeBte4 

. that 'the 'l'I-zoaal hrmaa ....d.tration be obUsate4 to ::LS818t them 

1ft 'help re~ll1'.llo. aaaJe •• "lement b.F prov141ns the neo•••arr 
alotblllg. toola.· _hl...._ o,her lClplementl. ", 

http:p.,.I.b.er
http:Germa.ns
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.. .:~ December 16, 1947 

Dear'lr Blaus'te!rl'.,·:'" \"."" .. ;~.>:' , 
. ,.~: . . '.. ,> ;>\':':~~ ;;~:(::~~,;~,';~').';: ';; ,;:...):" '. ,'!, '.'" ' '. ".' , , 

. . . . " ',(: QD~"at'~~ letter ot .,Deonbel': 12, , I ut sat that your 
J~t 1.:bettel't.baa·~~·~U" 1ileclomot the>Jew1ah orpn1zat1oDa.; 
. ': '. ;"~ .~,~~.:~ :' '.. ~:',~' .... ":.~:<~..:-.~ ..:~¥~ ':~~~-::..~~::.~~~ ~:'''.~~1~:~ ~~\.~.;~~:~;::.~. \~~';.:~:"~ }:.':. ::'; " ','. . ',:' ,".' " .. • ,"-: ­r • 

, ',Co':' '.' .: :::.' Attef~>eiIt.~,.ot'thetJ.S.J'Get1·tUt1onlaw. lhi14urged. that .',,;;~ 
we press t01'·thi.p~"" 1Io.~8_~."ud hr tor ,the aest1tuUOIl COJIIII1adcm but .. ~'j;li 
a11,,~el'.OJ'I8Id,~~~.~~' .. "t~,'IIUl~01eb' to ,app~ to the DepartiDeDt or state alcm.~ti 

•': ,<··::".;·\~~ .. :::.,:'.~~\'bi~~i1"':'~~"':ii· that the State ileparlment has' a~tual~ g1"~I'J 
ita.'.' unq1ial1tS:e4 :~fiP".'.""ftl.~'. ,~:....'.:.ap...•~,.lOWU" ecbEilozl.'I!':people in the, Department 'of ".:: 
IU 'baftretUae4',tG, ~OlWI.'I':~;lIl888yeto. ,QeneJ'&l Clq. 'th- JDCan~ the Agel1q are ,; : ~ 
JI~ \pJ1i1, to ......: :...., level. 'but they 111&7 fall, and 2.t 81&7 hOOll.~:, : ~ 
1l....8Uf to v.t1UH:", . . , , -pOD ~eral :'11l1u'H.Dl'f!I.per.A8"la~~<.i~ 
S~areta,7 ,,~,~ Ja~ '~:, ,lreaU1'ldrata th.Department. . I teel that 2.~:'~~, 'R~ 

,woUl4 ..... _. it .'7O'G WOUld'have '·auah a peracmal approaah~:: 'izI , ',.";,,,:O••nil~;'.'Iid..,'U8.·ot Its ~ or the,gooi:Icause. ~ "</:~~
ta'·ca,.the" . .' ' '." .,-,;" ",'" .,:, .,' • ';;i~' 

;, .' ';;~;~~?;~2 r./~~~" J:c:{ ,: \'. ,; .,' \, ':" ", 
"i" 

}i~. I, " ," ".' , , .,', I. .' :::,: 

, " ';, ,~;,i:;'~~:;;\:{" ~'l ~:\"i;',' :~;(;(, ' Vioe-Preaidenolee· w1th the .00818810n,. there 11,: 
, DO. aCn:abi t.lul\ ,*,~. . WJ:til th, tJ'e&8u"rsh1Pt,~ OIle' Of', thes" I, ,....} 

pOilt1~,.:,. ,:Iba',' , . ·o~~:~. ,whether ,All' :ool18tltuezit oraan~? "\ 
"U~', an . 01' on17,.... the AmerlC&Jl Jewish'
the:Wor14 ' 'operat.1ng·a.ieOJ whloh 18 Dot.' occUPJingth.'.:} 
~'1481latt 801M .1' '.01' more oOJl8tltuent organizationa, ' a.' aia8i ,.. ..: aa loJllfthat, 'ohUd18h: uel Clum8;v..', . , ," 

i 

~ ",:;' 1;/~:';:'" ; <.r "\'~I:~·'f\~~, '::.:~ ". . . '.:;:",~: <~;,,:.:,.,:/;':';};~;;J' ,);' r: i:;;>I'.~/,: :{/. ,I,r: :";~.. ' ,i. ::.~>: ":'.".'.. ',~.~ .~' '< "'.~~.~; ,: '.\:.'~~ :.~ .~~l:~; :.. '~ ,:r " 

. ,_. "'3,:,:;;"'··'.'::·',":.-:O.1,,r":1 ·,·';~a."·tO Wiu.t.am rn.nkel' the' AJA'e "UII'......., 


-'. : ,. ~ 'J.1a'Yth~:"'he' . toJ: thii.· with the JOe aDd'. 
A"c)(,:azus·'by b •. ste1Dto' tb· CWIIIB;l.UD.
ltaelt~ (:. :,' ·',t''',;·>:;,:-;:'i. 

http:CWIIIB;l.UD
http:Wiu.t.am


March 2$, 1947 

',': ,"':", l ",' ' ' , ,.';;~f,~;:f>';':',~:, 1"'''/)';:: , '" " 
CO~. BernSteiU ,c~e.~,: me;ye8~rd,a.7: ~ asked me to attend a meeting this morning 

iiJ. 'the or.ficeof,,¥j-~: BenriMol"genthiu.Representattves ot the five organizations 

which ~worldA.g,":~01'f.jfe8t~1i.ut1,o~1' 'p'rOb~em8 were present: L~avitt from the Joint, 


'Boukste;L*- "rr()l}~ ~~;~:~MSll: Agem~7~'BernSteln 'and Kenen from, the Conference, " 
Dr. Ne~emp.b' 1"t91:>~S~~:,fIo,~,:th~,':o.rl.d.re:wi~!l Congress and myseJ;f'. In addition, 

~;~.~"Gi~~~,V;~,:~~~;~~~~;";':,~~,:~:@\~,i~~X.';?·l' ::,:';'.': ' '.' ',;,' ,"", , 
Th~ queBti.9~t d1!3~8~~cf.'~ the,1mpla.entatiori of the Paris Reparations Agreement 
on the b.sls:,:ot:,Wli:iCh:'theIntergovernmental Commltteewasto %,'eceive 2$ million 
"d~liUs' fr~.oe~a~f)~.8,8~~~)Jf ne",tr81countries,' pa.rticula.r~i SWeden arid Switzer­
'~arid'~ :;,rlle,';9C~~:t~~:~, o~~,22i~ion of that monettothe Jewish Agency 
and the' dDC~f ,'Th1s,'&mount,1j til ,the 'budgetot the United Jewish AppeaJ. and 

Mr~ ~orgenthlLU:~,)U{.:tJi8" nationai, cb.S,1.rma.n ',0.£ 'the,' UJA, 18 concerned about the' , 

best'DlethOdiJ;ot8~~~tb8~'~~e:r1.~o1 these ,fundS as'soon as possible. 


, '. '.' ,; ";-~_:,<~::,.:.,:,~z·~·.;f~ l~:~\~~F:l;;;~~~;};~t~~~i.:4;'~::~~..~~;,,~·.:gr:·~~i~~:~~j;i::;;t;:',~:"?'~:';~"',;,," :,' '. ,".' : ' ";. .~. 
,Dr~ Gi~berg,'whc,,'~ ~tbe- ~ri~ii'::Repr~~entative at the Paris Conference on 
Reparat4,oris eXp~iiled. tl¥it- ~en ':ii,wUling to pay her share' of12i, million . 
dollarB~;' ·ij~Y~ri, .~ ,~ gOvernment does not consider this money ail being 
parto!, 'Q~~ ':&fJ~~t~,:,~t'~"~a' ;gili: for refugees and their ~eds. :Therefore, 
the,Sw,ede$ ·woul4 'llk8' to,~C1ude ,their share in..the IRO, which amounts to $3,300,000 
in thes~i21,m1J]'i'~~,d~l.liir8~:·".The.ppropriate legislation rul8 already been enacted 
in Sweden:' and.'ia~cte~,that . 'the money 1dll be forthcoming. £loon if the British 
arid' Am'erlcariif. ":,thB.t 't.!i1s:1dll81:so cover the mo share of Sweden. Once this 
question'is .. .", .''',' "',the'Swiss, amount will also be forthcomi1)g. 
"\':!: "::,>::;~);/;;,:'; ',::,:~;2~;;,'''' .' ." . ,'" . , ,:. . '.. . 
Mr. Unl·aA'nt.h 


abstain' ~from: 

. felt .. 

. .,~. , .. 
" ;",::. " ,~ . 

mailto:Gi~~~,V;~,:~~~;~~~~;";':,~~,:~:@\~,i~~X.';?�l


,'. ,'t 

:;~ 

f, , 

-2­

<•••• ,:.. • r .:~,.. .,':;':
.Y 

$1h~et~e agz:ee~~-t; .:~ Parl~,; ~. hav.e not int~rvened independently- in the 
problem(. Th;s ..~&f.'Ilpt,othEI ,be,ne£ic1ary organizations. While I could not 

.make'· a' forma.:LcOmiBiwnt'iDthe name of the American Jewish Committee, I 
·asSured·J4£.Jiorgenthaut.hat: 'the:qomm1ttee 1fill ~ertai.nly .not interfere with 

.~ ..~~~.~,:.r':XIT:1;i,~8",:~·'·~r,:omat.t~~. " .'" '.' 

. 'Th.EtAge~Cimi~,:the ~),~re"v~i7cool~to Mr. Morgentb,au's suggestioIi. TheT 
· did· no't:: think. :tt'~~':war;tl1'-~e ',to spend. such 'an aniount of money- . because 

thE;':: ha.V1j" thE(' feeling: that· .theproblem wlll. be '.solveawithin 'a couple of . 
· ;monthS' ~~':" 'E,8P~itb.e', ,Swed1S11!'llIlds, .;icc0i"ding' to Dr.' (Jinzberg, can. 
· bema'de:"availabl:e'Witblii:,&. few'_ek8~ "HOwever,': they stated they.would take

'. ;iff~:Moz.~~t1l~il\ij ::sUgge~.t:1on 'b8,ck",t.qtheir . organiZations~ .and. Mr ~ Leant t who 
, is' 'le~yfhgYtOinorT01i~:'£ot Washington w1ll get fullinformatioI!. on the present . 

'state of the'_tter.~::.,>· ,:.,"';./:.':-. . . " ) 
-:,"; " .. ' ': 'r ,;,,:;;" :;'.~, ~j;.:>!~:Y:/,:~;:,::y. ":-,:,;:\" .. ,;~t,<" ',. , ' . ,. . ". , " '" 

As far as: We"ar~~;.~oncerned:,:w. shoUtdwait until full information is available 
,and,. ,for< :ttiedecl~or.i·.()f, the .two'beneficiar,..agencies:'I . suggest that 'if they­
feel:tllat"'az{;eiperiSe.:ot ~t.ld.nd 18 .justified, we should formally. ass4re' . ur. Moigen~;~,( tl,i&~"tb:~ :COJiimittee.1dll not· Undertake' any indepEmdent action 

.' and. ,:Willleav8,' .the ~1n, of 't.hi8 problem entirely to him. ' 
. .' . " . :~\,,~I:.~;~. ,.~ ·',,:r;"'.. '.' . . , , - .,' I 

r: " ,"', _ :' " ':_~ .•:', -' •. "". . ".;: r I,: ". :." 
" , " .," ~ . '" ' 

,~ \ .. '. 

:. ,., 
., .!, 

": )" April 7, 1947 
".' 'f,'" ',' ' 
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Fr:;;:(~i~~:,;~::;;~~~ ~. '/~olql 

The prolongj;l.tYjhof.. t!:~' tir~;:;~lJ.L~t .set in the French Restitution La".' 
(lJ'ecembEl r,.,2Ij', 1,,947J. JJas been )lisCU:ssedwith French 1a\'lyers o An opinion

'. "'," •. '. ';";-' '''\{'', " _£"( -:J. " , ... '. ~. , '\>'" J f ",,", , .' 

has been .g,iYeif,o'n>.the question of' settd.'ne UI' a tcnpore.ry cf fice for the 
'co1k ·'ctidFof. rnaterial','cnhelrles'sprope;rty in FranCe .. 

, . , 

Foi~l~~ ~D;··.~~: ",,":- ,,,,,,:)~~~{, ',':\:~~~~;'~i~;¥<:[':':' ­
TheQue·s'ti'~'h";;.r'·the:pr~i~~g~:~i~ri 'of the ·tir.~e li.'!1it set in the Folish 11.e­
stit~tici1' r.a.l:i'Cb~q~rrlber 31;,"1,9474 has .been taken ur '\'lith our ',,'arsaw Ciri'iceo, 

, Th~::que·stio.ff oJ.:'·Orgamsing" the ,filing" of restih;,ticmclaims of people cutsic1e' 
. "" . '. ~ 'Poland'ha~: [).~~ri~~·~~T.inei •..·~As;~':.howeverlt restitution cla:in!s in Fc1lind have 

, atpresen~/".~.9~._?e.~~.i~~p' by:)J~?embe;r 31" 1947, no sLeps hc.ve been taken in " 
" ·this.matter, 'as~:it'.would· be 'impossible' to settle the mutter in time .. 

."..... :' 6e~J~~j~t:~ ~,o;_"S:'~;t;~j,:, .... 
';t' (1) The. hewi;t'~'e~tabli§h~d 'i~wish' CO!:lffiunities ir. Germany' also acting 

~~"" in: fact'as:such, ha,,~irio lega.l basis. ::>iscussiohs have been started 
> 'j.'::"' ' " . 'ani6n:g,~}ermat:l:Je;'~>'-with .regard to the legal establish'1lent of these 

" . ",' ntrw:. ~o'~;~t1es:;~~.1:h~~GeI'!nan Je,,,s need acsistance for this. task, 

,... :'!,,~f arll'. the ".rutu:P~ 'Restitutic'n Comniission is interested in the neVi law 


. ,.' irl'\'pr'~J..'~rationwhl.~h.. will r€~ulote the legal r-ositioI1 0 f JSvlish 

.... , 'Com.'!lunit es in Gernian·~ .. ···: 

'0;,~::~,"tf:..:~~;~'i~i"lt " '. : :~".'.~~ :.;~'.:.11~~~~' :' . 
. . cu:~·s~c(in_. G€~any which intend to lega1ise r·os thlU1icusly 
. ch' c61ild':nottake rltice in consequence of the raci=.l 
o~:the,Jjaziregime. From the Jev:ish point of view this
is undes"1rable. ' 
. , ..:;'~g~~~~;);{;,\ .:" .. 
'whQhave: 'been deported frOl!l Gem.any or le it Germani' as 

lost' tbeir . German na tion;:l.lity .and did not regain it , 
,. :to'.·;G~tfuany,~ TJ1ey are at present f:>tatdess.A ContI-hI 

~.' ' 

.ift J:'n,'~pfepa:ratiGn to enable them to I' egain German \~/ . 

which ·.li19st iinpor tant for t hcs e German Jews who want 


. ecially for, rrofessioml people .. 


'p~omu1gated in the German Laender ,re­
and. Fyrf~icns of civil servants who, ' . 

cial r·easons o · . These laws ar"d decrees . ., 
. 'dci not apply to stateless persons " 

" ·i~e. ·theydo not apply to .former .' . 
. . Iia:.{e' left Gerraany as refugees.. . Steps: ' 

. ·.the-b~n.~fits of the new r egu1a 'j:,i0 ns, to,,'. 
. - ';'.;J" ';/••--, ".'.• "'. ,''',.''::'. •·· .... ,.1 ., ~:".' -"':': '--:~ .. , ; 1 

http:tion;:l.li
http:Th~::que�stio.ff
http:tcnpore.ry


•. / ",' .~' '7"" . ~i -:' .. " .. '-.~' w -,;": •• 't' ....;- ~-~.. ~. ",",' 

J r,: ..,}, 
i , 

',,-' 
, taken-'into accourit':that they hcl.d to return into the ecor..olilic 
, iife 'of' ckrmahy without any reseVves. 

,.: Y',", ::.',' ~ :" :;i~:f';!.:,:.: ·,>;:·~;.,.~..;..~{~:.:'~~~:~t>~l.:~~t~~\, :: . 
(7),'The decree by '-which ,the JC'\'lS vJel'C :;:orced in 1938 to accept· 

, " compulsory 'J'ewi~h name s has been revoked ex nunc. In the British
,',_ 2\ Zone,l~gislation W"d.S 'promu.lgated to Hl':lke this le8ish,tion effective

: ,,") ex tuncc~, ,Tl1ir questi en is examined ",';;';ether similar J.egislation is 
A 	 ~. "advisa.ble 'in the ,other' zones of Gerraanyo 


" } " ' :~' :~' ,{~ ~. ~,~ ;t:' :':,- "::~:'~~:~-~':"~~':;'~'~~~;~:(' ':.~(~:'~~";.::.:.:. ..... ' , ." . 


'(8)'funnestik'f('~hlctl\;/~;;~'-prornulgated after 19l~5 in Gc;rmo.ny !aostl~r arrly 
/, :topoliticaloffences only. Offences GOllllnitted b;r Jews w;;:re not 
,:,' political offeiice~' but offences cOlu:itt!;d to a void the' conseq,uenc-3s

','" ," \~\ :',': 6~·pers.e.cu~>io"n:"._ Iii I the B~~t'ish L.:one,. therefore, :n additionc.l ' 
,',. ","'" arnn.esty wafl,:promulgated -v/m',ch co,rers ljne tter 01 ~enc~s. The 

", .' 'amriesties Fromulga~ed in Jehe other .zones are being eX2:z:ined in' 
,,-.,' ". or.~~.r:·.~d. fi~q.:.~?;t;1~hether a'n additional amnesty is necessary in 

, the,' otherzones~/'~:i;" .. 
'. ,. :,,', ''/''. ~~~\:~'~;',~.~~~i·~~.,;" ~~.~~~~.~,~~:i·j7?;~ ';~\,;, ':,~~~,~~:):~~~ : . " . 

',,' (9) An\;rdinance"his been' ;,::,ublisiied in the British Zcne which SUPi'le:iient5 
" . the German law on 'declaration of death in the follovling 'day: 

.~ ,-~, "~'J'~ -': -d. . :.~~." ~. ,.~ ~~~~~~;_.~~~i':~<~ .. :~. }~.\~~'~~~ i,' . 
·!(i),'·'I~··~'ls,'tiiC:pr·essly stated that i1rrest tor politicE..l rea,scns, 

:.:)'.':t',;.~·:i¢.i,:.i~·.d(;lPbr:t:.~!ipn orde,tenti::n in a concentration carilp or a 
i\;~~',,"iiJ:,~,.~'t.;;;.J,·;,,~,',', 'g,h,,ettct"es,ta,',blishes irrl;;ediE:,te danger of life Ct.;nsequentlyG 
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f'o.rls tetter I1-Sl ~ 
COITXPmIAlc 

'fo .AJDC - 1Il:W .JOB[ -Att. Mr. Ell :Rock 

From AJDC - PAlUS - Office of General Counsel 

',bruar,r 16, 1949 

Pursuant to our lett_:: 12148 of D.ecea'b.er:JO,l948 ve deb to tnfont 
you t.bJ,.,t on l'ebrual'7 8.1949 a to~ officiAl of the :-im&:a:'laa 
Uinlatr:l of Financ.. called on ou Offlce az1C. i:&Te us some addl Uonal 
lnformation re t.he part of the Hungarian. Gold Train returnee. to Ffwi&r.:y 
by the Jrench Govenuaent. 

~:;e attach here'.:tHh a self explanatoI'1 noUce for the file referri!l.g to 
this dlsca~s1ont pre~ared by Dr.1rieCmann. . 

If t.he big Jevhh OrpnhaUons are int~u·e.ted to deU with tlU••Uer. 
then it I~e.a to us ~, it should l~ed1ate17 be tnitlated. we are of 
the or-inlon ~at. the big org:mlzaticns should COile to an agreelll!n.t 1.18 to 
hov the1 should ?rocede in this ~tter. particularly in oreer· ~o aToid 
separGte actione b7 the different Jewish orcanizationa. w. therefore 
~~~est thnt you discuss this matter iDa ~otlng of the 5 or&alli!~tion. 
and ve belleve that the ,first step to be ~en should be an 1n\ervi~ 
with the !orme~ Minister ~a~ in Svltze~land and to try to £G~ Q 

COVJ of t.he aareement reached bet"ween the Trench lIl1d thl'll ~garia:n . 
. Governsent,s. Please let us knov t.he decidoD of the 5 Orpnlu.Uonl 

and whether JOv. viu thai ve take furiher 8b:p8 in this matter. 

Dr. [urt \'!er,le 
AttornfJ,. 

Incl. 

337116 




NotlS' for 'h. fil" 

/ 

RII OGCfp.V/2l - Hupartp CIo14 fraiDt. 

, fonier offiolal of the Htmcarlu ainhtl7 of flDUO••, who _, the •• 
of the la.t 7MI' res1i1*l aDd 1.ft H\mcar" pr.Hn", him.,lf _, ,bt.
offlc. wi'h a l.tt.r of introduetlon frOD aD otflc.r of the UI-a1 ••ion 

. iD ..."ria, addr.ss" t.o Mr • .10.1 R. J1ab.r. 

Jceordimc '0 hit form.r poel'lon he d.alt for a whl1. oftlCi&l17 with the 
mat t.s- of the Gold !rain aM Py. to-da7 101M lzrtormaUon in the 'Prel''DO' 
of Mr. B.rbert Ietski, Dr. Kurt 'ehle and Dr. ADIlr." Jr1edJiD.au. !he con­
tenh ot thh information are the fol1owiUCt . 

1) 	 !h. rr.nch Gov.ra.ni· rehrDtd ln the ''Prina ot 19'" thOte nlue. 
w'bich wlr. tou:ad in the 20ne v.ecupiecl b7 )'rue. aD4 which .e~ par' 
of \he Gold. !rain, to!hm&ar1. The qUetnOD _I to the ratu..rJllnc of. 
the.. &alt'. 9"&1 d.hculle4 b7 Mr.lIilr:lo. 11uadT - at tba' U.. 
'iaa=. miJltl,.r ot 1funcarr - (who in the meanUm. resigned. aDd. 11 
l1YiIlC now in Z'clrich SwUs.r1and) aDd MondE-ur R.rv. Alpha.n4, General 
Dlrectorto Iconomical, 1'in.anclal and Technical M'faire of th.7rench 
for.lgn Offic•• 

Prniout17 to thi., th.UDihd statea r.turned. ION asa.t.to ~ 
(DeT.r those ot the Gold frain)aD4 etipulate4 that thel' a.,.t. had 
to b, returned ,0 thelr original owner•• The 'rench GoverlllDent altO 
returned 80ll1e au,h. namell 80m. machinee, b.longlna to the Manfred ' 
'G,hl tactoJ7 and. & quant1t7 of tuUl. _'-rial, .tipulaUnc tbeir 
restitution to the ori~inal ownerl. On.the occasion of r.~ingpart ot 
tb. Gold Train, the main alm Of. the Jranch Govermaen\..... to abow • 
cer\ain good ...111 aDd courit.,. toward. H1ul&ar7. wlier... it ..... IUpu­
latiD« or at lead lnhndet\ to that 'ranch co.erdal 1'11'111 aM factori •• 
in ~ thould not b. attacked and. 'conthcate4 or dama&ed 11ke 
Ut- aDd U'lC-flrml ha.e been. (!hu. a ...ta were returne4 to Hw:l&a17 
Ju.' at the t1m. of the nationalization of Hungarian lndustr~)

• 

Ano'her a11l ot the J'l'ench GoYernment ..... when conclud"nc this agree­
IIlnt that the Bun&:a.rian etat_ shaud IUPPOr' 101I.1rench cultural 
In8ti~tion. in~. The original agreem.nt its.lf wal nlYer 
•• tn by ou~ v1.itor. H. ruppot., that maJb. ther,w.e a turther 
coDdi'loaor a leere' claus. tbai tbe return...I ••t. had to be 
.r'I'i~te4 to their original owner., ne.erth.l••• exoluli.e11 ex­
mini.ter Jrarad, aDd ¥. Alpband are compet.n' \0 give information 
a' to thi. matter. 

2) 	 Th. idea of Dr. Gotro., ~ the forser cbairan of JOe ~ ..... 
that tbe•• 801"', .~ecial17 je.el, .\c. if DO' identifiabl. _bout4 
be 801d ai an aa.oUOD in 11... York or lO....h.r. abroad when & bi&her 
pric&. could b. obtain" for thell and the DOney r.sul tinc from 'bii 
Ruet,lon ahould b. "turnea over to Jtu.n&ariu JewJ7. 337117 
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!hhU.. wall DOt weloo•• to lI'cUI.&ar1aD .'g.'hor1u.••• 

3) 	 Abou' flft,. I!IIplo,.e•• of the !aDpriaa II"Uo_1 lank -.de all ill1'~D'017 ,'~ 
of 'he ret1:mled aUeh dV1nc • lix we,kI perie4. !btl illvelltol7 prllcllh 
a huce vol... aDd 11 depol1te4 wUh 'h. It&.DcariaJl laUond lank. 

The .ueh inoll14t4 2ltOOldlo SOld. MODI 'b_ tor',. \boulUl4 ..eddinc 
rin&s, tuther a INDIb... ot Jewel •• P10m•• and .taUar it•• w.r. DO' 
tOUD! uone the., ....,. d4 U 11 DOt Uk.l,. tba' cu1ta.ral ob3"t. 
d.rtviq f roll, qn&&o..... e'o. of Feat.r val... 1ho~4 b. 1IIIOl'lC 'hili. 

'£ar17 in autwln of 1941 • lP~i&1 cOlld'h. cont1.Uq; ot ouhtancUrsc 
pereonali'ie. decid.d upon the r.~lns ot_ th••• &aSe'l, orderlna that 
tho •• va1uee which wert st11l in oril1nal env.lopee - i ••• in thos. 1n 
which the7 .ere d,poait,a - had to be r.~ed to tbeir or1,iDal o.ners. 
The asset. 111 or1ginal env.lopel conalshd in a'bout' "vent, 1dl0 1'01d,a.D4 
W8r4 generall,. as••t. d.riving trom two small towns ln Rungar,r. All the 
other aSI'" were at.ted a. unidentitiabl•• 

'lb.re wal a prol'Osal thd at lead the wed-dine rinc. should be retun.ecl 
to their original owner. a. th. date, ~ and inlHal. whlch are 
ulUal17 marUdln the weddinc rillS•• represenhd pl.rUcular. eDOU&b. \0 
glve a possib1l1t1 tor \r.r1Il' to re.titmte th... The mo,t compet.n' 
repre..ntaUTe of the Hungariu Oov8rl'llMnt uttered hi. view that 1\ 
had not to be found out how the gold ot the Jew, could 'be r.turned to 
them but bowl t could be taken o.wq frOIll th... 'fhe scrap gold, 1ncl'Dd1nc 
the 1utdd:ln.g r111&1 and the Jewela ot minol" importuce, was 1I.1t4td and. the 
\Thole aaaeh - exclu.dlnc th6 70 kilo resututed to the or1ginal cnrner. ­
W~T. det>Odhd wUh the lfwlprla.n l'at1oDal Bank. '!'he counter vallle of 
the e!Old at an officlal rate ot 1 gI'aDIII gold • 1 for1nts we. credl ted. 
on a special account. 

4) 	 The 8'8et, al1ee.d1, included 1 aienet rlne with an arrow eros8 aDd 1 
golden chain wUh a h"8tUka. The Hungaria!l Gove,.maent was or the 
o-pin1on tha.' beC&ulI the.. 1hml ""ere found wi 'h the valuabl.i. 1t IlI87 
b. that othel" item. l1kew1a. wero no..,.,..l. In originl ln &n7 eveut 
there wa. DO evidence that the.e aalet. belonged exclu.1vel, to Hungarian 
JRWI' th., haVt lispl, to be considered &s alBet. robbed froa ~. 
'!'be G..neral CO'Cllnl to the HUDpl'iu tis \1t'nal Bank did DOt acree 1f'1 t.h 
this oplnion and emphaj!iJ.ecl tbat ma,yb, part ot these allBeh are DOt 
of JewlSh origin cut ~n >~.c••ea certain pereentac' has to be .ta\eIi 
which 1. lik~17 to be ot JewiSh or1gin and \hl, pl.r' or lti eq~v.lellt 
hal to '0, turned over to t.he Jed.tl fund. nis paiD.' ot v1ew 1r&. :00' 
aceet'ted. 

Altougb 'both tbe reace !'reatT and the l!u:n&uiaJl law rules obHCe4 
the HUr-garlan stat8 \0 restitute the heirle•• Jew1&b propert,. to tha 
Jewish fund, thl. hal not be don••0 tar and on the balis ~t the above 
84i4 official tttaM!-,01n' 1\ it VUT probable tha\U '!'r111 neTer be dolie. 

337J JS 
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'further th. ~1c1 btinc alreadJ maUed aDd. "'II it 11 in !l'I1zI.prl torbidcla 
to po ••••• 1014, the equlvalen' - in ca.e it 8bould bt returned • woul4 
be re~e4 .t an official rat. of ••Tea forint •• which for th. ,t..
beine conetltat,. 1/7 or l/S of th. black mar~' Tal~. 

5) The Rlmcarlu Gold 'l'rain includ.,,i alao aud, of Bwl&arian .1"" 
rui4.inc in such terrUor1e. (Carpa'ho-Ukra.lna, South,rn SloTakia,· 
Tran • .,l...aa,la, Ba'chlca) which at the U.. of the depOrt.Uon of 1ft', 
belonged to Huncar7 and .hlch t.rrltori•• bllons now to th. USSI, '0 

. C<:J, to R01lMJ11a aDd to .l'\1go slada. Th. OoTernmenh of th••• eoUZlfri•• 
ela1a theretor. aD ad~uat. part of these •••et•• It i, llkel1 that 
the Rtlngarlan Government shall aati.frthl" claims, perba-p. not 0, 
r.~ins the alset. themselTe. or their equiTalente, but yh6D .ettling 
80'11' !inaneial queeUons bet.een Rwl&ar7 abi the alore.ea14 aiat." 
the .,alu of thne aseeh ma1 be t_han into account in 80~ Y&7. 

6) 	 Our Tilior polnt~ ou't that should .th. Jewish OrganiZation. wish 
to take anracUon in thit matter,. this should. be cloDe 'leTT urgenU,. 
al otherwise there could be 80me irreparable 'fai' accompli' • 

.1\ teem. especia11, urgent )0 know the pr.cise content. of the 
ngre~en' o8t••en ex-Minister N,aradT and ~r. Jl~~. 



" "',"~;~~:';\~~' 
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~~~ rue Jfaoi'amdwlOODU.1n1 \h. -.,vr.~ qulUoD. lD aOmlecUoa vl 'Il. the 
, r'.I~1t.llUOD ,rtm'M \0 levi lD Inn..,.,. !han 1. DO doubt \bat linCi' l~ 

.,
\he 1a:qar18A Go1'1ll'WleD' 1.wed. .. 11'-' JllPIbal' of illPOnan\ letaJ, Nl•• 
~1Ch ,ranted r••'i\u'ioA of \he fOrall' lichta to 1*WI oa a .er,r lar.. leal, • 
a' ..., ·rat•. on a mob larc.r on. ,baa in \h. -Jor 'PGl'" of Ioz01"l1Ul oeu'ri'l 
".aline vi t.h 811111&1" 'Probl.... ... . 
Oa .\h. 0\1\81' bancl.it il obnoul \ha' \he 06Z'J7'lnc out of 'h••e'rul.1 val and 

·,1. DO'· elvqs .a\1tfac\oq; ,. 
la ihe ouU1M, we try to ciTe 1A the'tolloviq.ve vill 1UI)::ba,1.. n'her tbe 

. fallur...Jdltakel ad la4k. lD 061"l"7in& out \he•• replaUcDI, tuppo.tq ~t 
thil polDt of view lI,ries IDOH In derlrlnc \h..reo.f bnfftatnt _ttlo1.., 
auge.Uonl. 
V. vlll de.l vlth. 
1. limg.r1a:o. lepl rule. reprd.1n& ra.'Uu\!.on 1aaued since 194~: 
2. !h. rela.Uvl meaw.ree ot Ute Peace fretav 

,. '!he lev1ah 1uDd .ad the Colden train• 


.Ad 1.- Since the end of 1ascl.. 1n 'SImpr;r more \haD 100 d1ffer.n' l.p). rul•• 
vert lssu.d r~1D&th. restitution for Jevl. Ve quote here the mo.t 
111pOrtnnt onsVrith 8Peclal. Hgari to thl la.cb aa.4 dtftlaulUe. ill their 
C&rl71ng out. 

a)Decree 200/1945 M. X. -ant!~1e4 the Jev. to 1~ the usurious and. e%ploltat' 
~ contra.ch concluded 'b7 th•• t 4u:r1nc the 'i.. of the 10 callM 'Jev la•••• 
1'h1e deere. and. its aaen4ae:nh ,rovldtcl a relaUTel7 short dN4l1De which 
hal ex-p1red. The i1lfPU&JUllen\; had to bl done in the vq 01 a oiTil lawfUi to 
and va.s not tree of t.el vUch are in Jkmprr Hia.ttTelT h1t:b. -Abov:e the ' 
value of 2,000 lorin'. there 11 a collpQl.OI7 repreaelltatioll ot an'atotom. 
lD olv11 l.&w8u1t.. Thi. lncr.a•••. the 1~1l1'" to b. advanced. 'b7: the 'la.1ntltt 

MaJ we add tha\ In Br.u1&ar7 t.he ~oor law 18 «ranted 01117 to th. 1101\ meazal•••.. 
. ; ptopll. In ' ..... eral ca.••• the plaintiff obtailled. a foraalnooH. and va• 
; ,i -- obl1pd \.0 pq .aD ad.~uat. or re,nluate4 UIO:..u\ to \he d'1end~' 'becaul.!o-trl
: V Vi; 


of lnve,t.mm'lI.,'c,of ,he latter.· . .. 
b)Dtore. 6oo/194SIM.~.-(lat.er Act'191~lfl) provided'the re.t.ltut.ion ~f .2i., 

(ag1cultural)lAD4e' properlJ contraoat.ed fro. Jftl durtllC falal... _ 
.e.erth.ll,1 ...D'he re16\1..., law rul.1 aD4 BGCh "1" t.h,ir ,racttcel 
lI&de 1.JItao..1b1. Ud. r ••U\ut!o. lD ca.,. vh~Ape&aan'1 or IUCb ,l*tpl. 
vere lD poII•••lon of th•.•• l&DdM pro~er'le. ~th_.el••• are ..,uil4 . 
to CI' lan414 pro~r\7 accor41UC \0 the JIun&ai1aD lu.4 refOJ'll law. III nlth 
ca... tbe daliaca4 Jw 1••liUed \0 ce' anot.he:r laD4e4 proJ)erV If h. 0") 
hillselt ,ul'oi..4 acncultur. praf...lo:a.a117 - If DOtyn. ba.. to 1'I0Il1" ~, 
a fall' colJPenaaUon. In 'he praoUot \he ooa-pe'_' authoriU•• do DO' .-I. 
Hcol'lbe that tu Jeviah partlt"J!l'Ofe••loll 1, acricral'v. aDA ....Jl 1f l'" 
th.,. 1'800..,1•• 1., tie lev lcare.lT ca" uolhll' l.aD4e4 PI'O'Pen7 ov111& \0 M 
laCk ot laaUct 'PJ'OPft'q. no' 7e' di.\rillU'... OIl \he. other haD4.IlO lev 0") 
cot 10 tu • 'P'DDl' of COJll:)lllsa'101l of U., l.D. Datura not r ••Utll'e4 l&ll4a4 
pJ'Operv.(It 1. ,~ h.:r\Mr \ba' \he la4 :Nfol'll:p:roTtde4 co~...t10Jl • 
ell. \ho.. who weN Upz1....... of their l..u4e4 proper\r''' \he laD4 n101'11 
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aa.4 none of tbe,. peopl. hal got 10 tar a:tJT. COSP.laUon eUber). 

0) 	Decree 7590/1945-M.E. pro'rided 'he n"l\UUOIl of Ihcpa(preII1,.ataa.cl l\cnl; 
Jor In'roductnc thil acUca f ... are to 'b. pd4 &D4 the Jw!ge..llt hal \. 
:tR"'ride for the coarpenlat~caof ill. U""'UDt of the po.....or. bl. e~I.' 
.1 vell as tho•• 1IeDUOlled uD.der 1 .)an raiher dlfflcult17 'om ..". I..,. . , 
rew.rniJ1C froll concentraUon caJa'Ps,.tc.A relAtivel)" ahort deadline wal ftD4 
alto In th••• ca.... . 

y 
4) Dear•• '~1946.K.E.-pron.rlet a 1])('01&1 &0\1011. tor re,tlttLtioa ot _Tabl.,, 

..til v. taken from Jevs without th.lr oona.i 'onl.7 In thOle 0&'11." were' "-'.. 

("\ \he.. moTa 1., are lUll ml1cal.17 ex1st1JJ.«. A erea" quantity of c71J11D.alI 
&CU.I va. introduced because of the1h and II1saPJ"I'OpriaUon of' Jevtlh «oodl. 

!he 1I01t. frequent Yarlation val etpee1al17 tbe one vhan & Jev &aft 10M of' 
bi. values to a QuolsUan for hid1n, thell ud. dld not pt \bea bll.clr under the. " 
pret.xt that var ..,ent. or :eu.nlan loldier. etc ruined resr.robbed them. In . ",',_, 
OOIlliquence of' ·tbe extremelT great nUJDber of the.. crh!l~nal. acUons 'helr 
dealing vas slov and f1nal17 a general --t.t7 for near17 all crlmes COlIDDltta4It- "10re 1946 :prevented thi, aotion and. dlscharpd tbe gaiUy people from D1J)" 

or1m1nal eon~equenees • 

• ) IJ.'eolal deeree. and rules provided. \hat. Jevl' £8' back their flats. In pracUce 

y.. . the claimant Jevli dld not gat back their one roo. fiata oeeppie4 by auotael' 

i . 'P.rton and If' thair nat eonl1st~t-lDO" than on. roOJl.ln I'iaa.n7 eales tbet 

,'-'" 4.~ 41d not get thelll back either 1n ~ ~ that tlwt actually ~se1ng J:'&rty val r-":'" 
- . .~lled from t.hemYbut the coClpet.ent B.uthorl't7 ordered different kindl of co'llil 
:, ~ polee.lion v=ich in praotice were not ver,y succ,slful. 

f) 	.Ac' l<}46:XXY. ~rov1de. to people 1nberttiJ1« after Jevs dee••ad in oonnection 
vi\h t.heir persecution to be fr.e from -pqinC tnherttanee lees if tbe ya; us 
of tbe&ssetYI. belov 20,000 Forintl. If the value 1, higher than 20,000 ft_. 
oalf sO% of theBe; fee.· 11 t.o be paid. In pr.$Cilcl the Valu. of tbe inmovabl•• 
1. IIUma.ted ty'the rllati". dlcrees and .Ulvni.U.. mu.ch hIgher than thail' . , 
actual salel valU..1'h11 refer. of course not 01117 io Je,,("proper\7, bu., to eTetT,·J 
1nhIr1 tane. or transfer of propert7 ceneral17 In Hunt;al7'. 

,) . !h.re are a lot of oth.r deoree. prcTld1nc re.\1 tulon 01 \he richtl ot Jev•• 
J.l.reIUtutlom or. speelal rlghh eone.mlng tobacco sale.tal. 01 alcohol, 
ahem1ltriee.reTalicatioll of .erTie. oo~trao'l aDd leTeraBe. par.rehabilitation 
1A or11l1nal lav, reTalidAtlon 01 cUlnnablp,re.tUuUon tn loclal Insuranoe, 
:-'.I'\'-:I"t.""'''.l~~~t.~,. 1..- :",·-t':"I~" "~................ t!'l'\.~-"t ~ ...... ., -, . '.'~', ...... • ,':'~' ....... " 

( . . . ....., ~..,' '"'P"J'='"t'·· th'"~r ,. '.' '.'-. '.' . " "., ~ '.,. ,< ',., ,.... "'1'" .", .- .., ,.~,.l ,..... ".". .• -". ,.~ ..... " .:.!." "" .' I~~ ...,..... .:, ." • ...., ,,- '-' .•~ ............. ; '.\" •..., ................1 .... , .............. " .••~ -,,".: 
L"; ".J oJ 712'0 
Ad 2. .All t.he rule. enUllaJ'ate4 abov. under a4 1. contain H,t1\uU.. l18aw.re, tn 

. 80et ~ 11eld. ot 111. _4 lav. Jzrtvwt th87 40 not conta1n the .4eolaraUoa 
of the 11abl11', of the Hunprl.aD State tor all vhat l' baA done durtnc 1alel.. 
,,1\h and to "evll,nor do thq contain ....1Ure. abollt tbe colIpeZIl&tlon to 'be plt.14
117 the J:hmga:r131l Stai. theretor. 'fhe aot 1946ll1Y cont.ain, a '01l1li1 d.oia:raU,,· 
upon t.h. abomination or the persecution, of Jev, ex.rot.ed.. by the 1ucl.t bIN 
aU oft.r. to thea a full moral saU.facUon. Azi7v&:1 the material cOll'pensatioD . 
val not ol'Iered nor &T8.tlted.but b7 Art.27 ot the i'eace !toe.tiT vb6ch 'Il1\der ~cll 
condition oblice. the H~8D State; to • fall' compensat.lon and reltitutlon 01 

. ille damaced materl.al rights and ~terel" 01 t.he Jevl. 
- IItl~ Alt.houp. the Pari. i'eac:p 'ireav 1. Nl lwPo.". aot 01 the Hunprtu 

.00rpu.1 furl. duce S.ptember 1947,.0 ,tep vbahoe..r ha.. b.. taken 10 fa%' fa. 
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·u.\ions and. \he•• onl. di4 not'" .0 taJ'. on. paJII' .ith.1',but at 1..... 

4eoJ'••• hay. bee hal1l4 ord.r1lic the collPul1017 d.olaratld. ot tha.. daac.. .' 

);r the lnten.te4 :parti•• ,pre.criblnc deadlin•• he:rt\o an4 'Pl"OTOk1q the.,· 


....~lIpr...lon that the lIwlcariaa authoriti.. are .. l ...~t.\hHHUoal.17deallac " .. 
1, A 1dt.h thl. _ttv. AI '0 r••UtuUon creat.d to lw. ~'.21 ot th. Peae. tn.\:r . 

'... ~~ IT.n 'hi. JIII:IU ha•. b... dolt. h1th'1"'o.-Cerf~ Carrting out &1"\.21 ot \ha. . 
hac. 'l'reatl voul,d 'be • '"17 8ft&\ ad al••t _b...rab1. 'burden i"or*amcariaa .~. 

\ ....quer.O'l'\a1nl7 i\ woul4 not b. popular a\ all. In Jfnnca17th' ChrieUu .
'r; population &110 va. rv.1lt.e4 an4 robb.d out on a large .eal. ~ val' .Tft\a\(5i a . 
'" ..~•• ot contisaa\1onl 1n connecUon. ~th 1I11ita17 ....tur••'hi; •• inn41ac 

'-0 I lhaalan arml...tc. :lofodT go\ compensation tor thie u.4 noboq lUi. tJ1q. hal" 
. {j to. cet it at aJl7 U ...I\ would b. rather lmpapolar for the lIImgal'ia OO.,.rl!!....'· 
!"~ 	 a...11 al tor the Jew•. to CIt c01lPaaation tor th.ir tortun•• 10lt dur1nc 


talo1.. Yhtch thq would hay. lo.t later b:r val" 'VeAh,:anlliaztl. ,'c,al y.ll ­
a\ 1••lt this i. the opinion at the non Jev1ah popt.1l.ation 'Which d.plore. &D7hov 

aa again increasing locial a.nd economic weAlth otl.... 


.d _.' a) In iungari_ lay. the 8tate .inh.ritI if' no other lawful IttCce110l' i. allv•• 

. ' In conaequeac. ot war eTch, ...portation. etc, \hi. rul. IU4del'll7 b,eaae Teq 


actual. AI to·heirl... levi. th prap.rtl th~p.rian Stat. vatTe4. \hI. rich' 

,:,.. in tavor ot the Hangar18Zl .1.".,.,. rue wau .4 in ac\ 1946zlXf declaring al... 


-\U\. that h.lrle.. lew1ab. property i, to be tran.terred to a epectal .1n1ahJUn4 

. con.U tutinS .. epectal material Icnu-c. tor colIIP._Uon cranhd. to fewl. 


In practice it .ee.s that thil Jlw1lh JUnd. the a4miniltration ot yh1ch 1 • 

•nstine dne8 .ef>.ral JIIOnth',i ••0 far not 1.t 1.n ponesaioa of tho•• value. 
whlch the aboTe·mention.d law 18 grantlng to it. It 1. 'PO.llble that thi. 

l 	 i. to explain with some I'!.elq in the liquidation 'otth. OOver\!.nt COll'llllf., .... 
l-:""-' 	 riat. of h.lrl... proper\7,ba.t there are I"WIOV, \hat the J.wish !und 


po..lb17 will not gClt 1n the future elther all tho•• valu.. whlch .let 1946aIXf 

1. 	grantlng to be tranlterret to It• 

. 
b) 	Mq 'lie in thit Hprd 1&7 .OIN wordl about the so called 001d8l1 'l'ratn. 

Atter the occupation ot Bu:nca:7 ",. the GerMD. torce. 1n the Spr1l1& 1944. 
Decr., 1600Jl94la.:I.obl1ge4 all the Jew. in HunPl'1 \0 d8JlO1l t th.lr value., 

(.Ipeciall'y COld.Jewel.,.to). with to.. authonled 'ban.!he attack otth. . 
lh1..1aa al'lllll' scaln.t IIwlpl'1 haTinc b.COM IaOre --.c1ng:§t••e value. WIN . 
baal1.rred in a epeclal train troa lIuncal'1 to Austria an Ge1'llllDT. ft. TalUI 
"hiob r.rrived In U.S.Zone "'1" not 7" reaUt11ted. t~ !'-!2",<~. '~.!'~.~:: :<'·:'.:.l\d ia 
the hench Zono vere r ..t1t~"ijd. b;y lri,;4lcn. ailthor1 \1•• In the Spring 1948 to 
llwlcar1.'l'hIH an 80M a.cree. tr.ating these value. and ordering that thai' 

. 1f. rest1 tutel'!. to tl\elr lavtul nn.r•• a apecial. ooIl1l1U.,. d.oidinc the",-pon. ,r­
-; In late Autua 1948 " "call' obTiou. tr.at o~ thol. will get 'back th.lr proteI'( 
',. \J' y~8' 1'&1.uel happen14 \0 b. Itll1 ~th. oric1w' aT.louln ..lab thq .' 
LJ..?""", "'1" d.:podh4 a4 yhlch v...r the name ot the original ovnei-:lhll II Jlerc.n~ 
.Cd a v.q aaall shar. ot the total.All the other par\7.1••,th'l. not in orlpnal 

_.,..lop..; .... to b. otflctal17 d.clar.d aD Dot 14eaUf1&\1. an4 ItlJ:I' eTldGc.· 
a. to the lde:nUtlcat1on an4 ow.rlhip of the•• valuel i. total17 excluded, 
\h. lnvGtoq of th••• ca:a.not be inlpeo\eel br ADl'bod:r. Th.r' a~ l"WIOV' also 
t.ha, the Oover!\Jad' 411ci414 not haTing ••• proved that th••• mUi. are . 
"Ploial17 Jew1th on.o to traB.t.r the. to the BUncar1aD Batlcnal »ank aDd ao' 
to the Jevlth lund. . 

http:COld.Jewel.,.to
http:OOver\!.nt
http:rv.1lt.e4
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IRO REGARDING HtJ10ARIAN TRAIN DISFOSITIOB LA'fTER EX'PLAD'En THEY ifITHOUT 

APPROACHING YOU STOP HtmlARIAN JEWISH OOMr<\UNlTI.lJ:NAPPROACIJED JOINTFmID 

ms ISSUE RECENr PAST· 

BECKEI&I 

HWB/no
Western 

, Y. 
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,l1me 10,1948 

VOI'14 lwuh ec:.creu,'''t. 1Ir. """0 ltOBmoJ,
" 1834 lroa4vq, 

nw 101123. 

Dear Mr. Robtucm I 

.P1rihel' to our ,lett.er f4 Mq 2Oth,1 948, we regnt. to adnae 70U 
tbat our eftorle to pt 1aotrlcial 1ni'omatiOll on tbe above Etter 
nma1Ded without 8Ucoea. for the tiM 'bema Ve ••• no turt.her 
poe81b1l1V to get thll ht01'llaticm lOU requesteel.. . , 

Wit.h best regards, 

l'0ur8 s1ncereJ.T. 

Dr. (urt Vehle 
Attom.' 

3373.22 




· C\}' 'I \",' , "" I!~~ Ii rC(,C" \ 
June 4,1948 

NOTE FUR THE FlUS 

Re: Htmgarian Gold Train - OGe/REP/2l 

Mr~ Menneray' informed" me that he vas not able to get tb! 

information requested by us. He, bl::JliJever, bade" the opportunity 

to see the deputee director of the BCIRO office in Parl! and to discuss 

with him this matter. He vas advised to ~ve us put before the PeIRO 
office an official inqui17. The Office would then be prepared to contact 

the PCIRO in Geneva and the French Authorities in order to clear up the 

sltuation. 

'IM/efr 

June 8,1948 
~ .;.' 

have discussed this matter with, Mr. Fisher and he agreed that no action 
had" to be taken. 
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non 

·n.-)~~~:!:!!Y~~<> £1 (,~ - o(J J () / b 
, 4bba'rM4 to '- a v::lre he reoei:nd. 1'roa HyaJa, 3Dl:>l1arJhie ~pr••entatJ:n 
uwa"'Jna\oll,t.,'HDI h1JI that HemII8Dd:1nger reporte4 that t.hAt henoh an 
&aiDs; ~ 'pl'Ot,ut, the t.VIlOftr to the DO of the ,lhmguian Gold. Tra.1n in, tJu, 

. : f U.S. lOne o,f lustra, oa·t.he p-ou t.hat. noh 1Ilu&ble. are 1DIent1f1abl.e. ' " 
A~tl1' the prote.tv:Ul take )laoe att,el"thele nl~ble. haTe left~. 
H]_.~n,er 8\I&I'sW that the qust10u of lparant.e... was therefo,re,.;~r, 

L .'., ~ &Dd. that t,heJDQ ami. JAI. ref'U&l. ot the .... ,.... had. bMD. ___; " 
on 'li~erl. op1n10D. m1 theretore H.,..s1nger ,aqpate4that A.bba 'cO~:'':'' 
l1sh.~. .I poiate4 out; to Abba t.hat .. tar u.; ,kDIW .... M,ve :a.ner been: ulctMt 
to I'IIW OD. ",.~....tor t.he Itlmgari.la 0014. Tra:l.n. 1?ut that in arq .....at. ':l~ ,:' 
t. tbat the ~, I had taJ.k:ed· OTer aM agreed. with hia aa rep:rd.s the 
ft&lNde.. tor DO~ gold. tumM. OTe:' to .. in GenaIv' (conta1ucl: in 
.., lA.,,r ,ol'A,t&jiit.~:~~2a4 ~) alp.appU.,t. ,1 to,14 Abba ,I w~,,~: 
~:,' j 'JMIIk'l4.~hh:bl _ the whol. n.~jM\, agili, ~ ~hat. 1 woul4 lllt.~, 
haft'" TerT,~ fiJianoial mao'll vbT ve .houl.cl ~:" a .~... ,<::h!;: 

cormec~v.1t.ht,he posa1ble, ~hp~atJ I .. not sure I cail·~.~:::· 
wh7 t French ot all people should. ,'be prOteethg. It -7 ,be that thq).r..~' 
ua.o..a..u.eithe1r proteat as 0D4I o,f tha,--.ber. of UiA but at.Ul th1a i. not.Te17: 
clear. In azr.r 4JTeDt, I t1nci 1t hard. to, belim that they will be proteriiDg' , 
sole n the gro1Ble that., these nOD-IIlOnet.&l7 objecrt.. are ident.1:tiabl.~ 

, 

wo reporta t,h.at the no hal received. a l.tter tro. the FrencUl 
nt .ay1ng there are aol':non-monetar.r assets in the Frenoh Zone. of 
and AWltr1&. Abba has prepared a letter whieb Tuck signed. telllng 
chthat it 1. knol8l that the Hungarian Gold Train contained. such 
tar;y ....... Of cours. throughout J it shoW.d. al1f&78 be ke~ in 

mind t t Artiele S of thel1nal Act of the Paris Conference on Reparation. 

/ of 

-' 


'" 

http:Itlmgari.la


\ 
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c..,G \ lG ~~ 1­

ot 21 December. 1945 and the Five Ponr. Repan.tiou Agre...t at 14 June, 
19'" 'Peak 01iQ'" at non-monetar;r gold toUDd. 1a G!r!aD.T, and not Autr1a. 
HoweTer, the french clo not ••• to have picked. lIP the point.. 

Under present plana the enUre Htmgar1an 0014 Tr&1n in the U.S.Zone 
will aaU on Iovember 9th tro. Breaeima,-. on .. mo ship, bound tor Be. 
York. A.e 18t, Abba baa not; settled. the Q,ue.t.ion ot ldlether eu.to. 
d.llUe. will hay. to be paicl on -17 ot the ahip into the U.S. although . 
it can proba'bl7 be arranged. that the lhipmqt stay at the tree port. in irev 
York or in be-, lDltU the matter can be eln.re4.. 

J.H.P1aher. 
GElfERAL CO OHSEL. 

Slat 

c.l. 	 Dr. J.J.Schwartz. 

Hr. Hoses A • .Le&vitt. 


". 


I
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P • .s~. 
PClBO . 

f&la1a \d.leou 

a.na 

\ . 
/ D4IU' Abba, 

~ ourt..l.epl»oe converaa.t.1oA or tJd.a 1I01"Id.ng. I _ aeridiDs. 
JW' .. coW or Sir iMrben lhenol1t.. let.t.er -to __ of 'Ifarah 6, 1947, 
about lddeh jou 1:aqu1r1ld. I do not t.h1ak 1~ adds ~ -ter1al 
to the 1uuG belOM ,be background iatormat1ml which I gaye 7011 oyer 
t.he phone. I think it. bo1lll clQWll to th1ar 

1. Sir HerHrt, lraeraon took tba pout.1on that, onoe 
Reparations Funcla l:JfIeaae aY&1lable, All organ.1..t.1o~lJJc. 100, which 

.w.a worldng with an utr-.t.r llm1t..t budget tor tranapoItatioA cost. 
al r.tugeeB, (70\1 w1ll r._ber that. UDal, 'Whi~b iad. a lIUoh .l..arger 
~, was debarred. conatlt.v.t.1oztall7 tJ:'Olll & ••1at.~ adgrat.loll) 
could not, ... a practIce, overlook ttll existence ot other apeoi&l 
tUBla lor OM group or rttlug.es. lle t.heret'ore aont.end.ecl that .0 
tar a. IGC was OODeerAeCi, once AJDC caae into po••••sion ot Repara­
tiona Fund.., it .,ul.cl have to I!leotthe bulk ot the CIligrat10n coat.. 
t.r.r e11g1hle retugeea !J."OlJ these tunds. 

Oil the other hand, Sir Herbert. accopt.ed. the tOro. ot 
our &:r"gwDtmt t.batIGO, as an lnt.enat.1ODal organiat.1oD, could DOt. 
take the posit1on that. .it. we ratuaing to &amt ODe group at eligible 
retuce.. a1mplT beoa,,"' it waa ..ware that. DOInG other tund.a were avaU­
able to thea, Wilen t.hOH tun4e bad be_ .poena )),. created to take into 
a.oount t.1a pereeouUon suftered. aa1 10•• to vtdoh the;v bad bMD.. aub­
J"t.ed. 81r Herber1i '. letter ot March 6th reatat.. the comprom1a. 
&Z'l'8I1&~ lIh1c:h va. rei..od ,on th1a probl_ 1D tohe OOIlversat.10D 
vh1ch Dr. Sch'W&1'1;. &D1 I h&cl nt.h 31r Herbert atd Dr. Cull_D. 

2. lD praCJUH,bovever, ~ 1mpl._eatat.1oA waa ner -.cl. 
ot t.h1a acre-_t. beoanse ReparaUons Funda did not.,; 1n tact, become 
avaUa.ble untU quite aomG t.1u anar 100 bad goM out of ex1atenoe. 
In practioe, t.hereiarG" dur;1ng the entire period \II> to JU1'l8 )0, 1948 

. Mr.A~ 

" 1. 

" ...., ... 

~ -, .•',.--1 \"~IJ 
.~~ 

:'.~ 
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,, ~~~Dti.1wAt4 to ~. tor, \hi ~rt.au.oaot.el~bl'Je.s..h ' .. 
,-~.' ~" -.wed '''''' "",~ 1Ull,~...t '-"~~ IOCI.pdi ~' , 

",' 

A.Jl)C:~oh ~unt. a.lt.,tel.~!1t. 001Wt aJ.l,DGat.e ~ ita, u.1ted.,lIIlIIa 
tort.hU ~•• :.A1.t.hOUlh,/t,ta. ~ paid. bY'me .to~.. '~~:' , 
.ubt~,;, (I,.do.,~ ba1'8, ~tJ.aufta, W ... ,~' ,bad. Oiul, zoeaAUT ": 
obta1n tb.at_101i':U th.U ithoilld be..- a'at.aUl tutOr) UDeI.' , 

; aotual, ......... tor.. 'tblt' JI011IHII\<of theH peopJ.a' were' ~t.iaJ.:lT '" 
in ..... at' the 8IIlount.' r8CHlY8l'eCl troul IGC. " .; 

.. : " , ,.'Si:r s.nert ~ did, in tact, ,approve &Jl allocai1oJt 
at .,,000,000 out of lWparat.iOB8 Fuada, to be pa14 to .A.JDC aDl to be 
Used b7 AJOO all a contril:AatiOD t.olIlIU"Cl8 ,t.bI' -.1qat1on coat. of persons 
aU&1ble tor ue1atanoe tl"ODl the .a.parau.ou lund. ,this $3,000,000, 
... lOU J.marI 'was applicable to tbl pviocl JUDI 14, 1946 to Juna JO, 
1948. 'Aa,ou know, from thebUla which n haft, Sulxdt'tM, t.h1a 
ur.oUDt of JIOIl87 va.s actual.l7 spent by A.JOO tor th,_ JIOvBII.Io8Ilt; of p~o 
eligible to benot1t from tbe Repa.raUcms Fund. to ·count.r1ea ot t~ 
d.util'lation in acaordanceld.t.h the :1ntAInt of, the Repe.ratloDil A~etma1lt. 

, This aUoc:at.:1on baa now bean exh&WJ\ed., am tn.' IIOnq ~ act~ been 
used tar the purpoS88 tor which it 'WaS; deaignatecl. 

I tbiDk,the toregoing 8lWII&risea'tha positiDn, but 1f' thore 1s 8J'J,T 
further ma'Wriallihiah youthi.nk wuld be turtiher useful, I should. be ' 
glad to get 1t together lar'1Ou. ' 

W1th all beat wishes for a pleasant aa:l 1Jlt.ereat.1ng trip to Palestine' 
ani an equally sate return, I am. 

S1ncereJ..y fOurs, 

MWB/ec' H. w• .Bec:Kel.r~ 
Enc.-l V1c~hB.1rman 

337127 


http:youthi.nk
http:actual.l7


·L ;·· .. 1·· 

JEWISH CONGRESS "0"371'1 ~"1'1~1'1 O':2l'im\"'"A;;411"""'" WORLD
) . . t" . 	 'l'" : .'..~ .... J. i :"~'.~'. . ... ; ,', ':"J' 

CONGBES ]UlF MONDIAL 	 ", ;: t ~~~~RESO JUDI,?:. ~~'.::'
I r": NEW YORK: 23, N. Y. 1.- [.' ",.~ 

1 8 34 BROADWAY 

A THE N S CABLE ADDRESS: WORLDGRESS NEW YORK 

Voulit and I Ipiti St. 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 7·2917 

BELGRADE 

Kralja Petra Ulica 71 


New YOrL J4ay 11, 1948BRATISLAVA 
Ulica. Jula, 71 

BRUSSELS 
109 rue de la Source 

Dr. Kurt Wehle 
BUCHAREST c/o Am. Joint Distribution Committee
Popa Rusu 30 19, Bue de Teheran 

BUDAPEST V Paris a-eme, France 

7 Wekerle Sandor Utca 

BUENOS AIRES 	 Dear Mr. 'Wehle, 
Corrientes 2024.9c 

1 <:AS you know, the French Government turned overG ENE V A 
"7 Quai Wilson 	 recently to the Hungarian authorities the part ot the so­

called Hungarian Gold Train which was found in the French - '-I E LSI N G FOR S Zone of Austria.lalmgatan 26 

JERUSALEM Although it was assumed that th1s train contained
P.O.B.1088 exclusively Jewish assets, the Hungarian Government does 
LIS BON not intend to simply retransfer them to the Hungarian Jew­
59 Rua Alu. Herculano ish Rehabilitation Fundi it contends that first of all' 
LON DON, W, I it should be examined which values really belong to 
55. New Cavendish St. Jews. Obviously, it will not always be possible to find 

out the exact origin of the assets and in such Cases itMEXICO CITY 
Calle d. Cuba 81 	 w1ll depend much on tFe conditions on which the French 

portion of the gold train was turned over to the Hungar­
MONTREAL 
1121 St. Catherine St. W. ,ian Government.)..., 

o S L 0 I wonder whether the Joint in Paris is in possession
Gjehmyrsve;en 27 of the protocols and minutes of the discussions between . 
·?ARIS VIII the French and Hungarian Governments relating to the 
18 Av. des Ch. Elysees transfer of the .French portion of the Gold Train. and 
tRAGUE V whether you could obtain them. At any rate, I would 
Maislov'a 15 appreoiate greatly if you oouldgive me as muoh as 

possible information concerning this matter.RIO DE JANEl RO 
Rua de Rosario 77 

Bes t regards,
ROM E 
Lungotevere Sanlio 9 

Sincere~ yours, 
SHANGHAI 
P.O.B.2202 ;I. ~Iv'k 
S 0 F I A 
Jewish Consistory Nehemiah Robinson 
STOCKHOLM 
Grev Magnigaten II 	 NR:1k 
S Y D N E Y 
G.P.O. 1869K 

V lEN N A 

Sehottenring' 25 
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. Dr. loahaa .'an 
c/o AIlenoaa loiZl\ Dlatrlbution Colllll1the ' 
U9 :rv.. It. J)ollln1qua 
p~ I 1., ll'8ll.O8 

fbadI: you. "fV1 JIIlch t~ 704U' letter of J'e"1"UAl7 2S. 1948' aad. pl...... 
do :tor&1'" IV delq in a.D.8wenDC ,oa.. Aew.al.lT 1 t val oulT two d,aJa aco the. \ I 
'WU able tlDal17 to Uaau.aa yUh Abba SchvaJ'\B tbt q1ll!IJtiOll ttl the qDa«OgU 
Property incl:a4e4 lD the liu.Dgarle.n Gold !raiZl. 

Accor41Dg to Xr. Schwarb. it would. " .. highl7 lJ1M:n.table \0 attellpt to 
reclaim thi. p:roperV in Au,ina. In the tint place, mch a coarse ot actiOll 
might 8tlr up a&aia the who1eq:ue.tion of t11ll Bun.g:a:r1an Gold Tra1r1 and t_ COD­
tinuing attempts 'by the Jiu'Dprianl to recla.1m. the proper.. Mr. Ic.hwarts t ••l. 
v'J7 at;rODClT thd thia 10 a TeJ)" d.ellca.te q,U,Uon and that in no .yent Il:u:luld 
the vhole proJect be aUrred. up for the Sake. ,'!It thil ~]lro}::erV. j~coDd.lT. 
1t shOl:l.ld 3180 be pointed. out that levilh Cultural lLeeoll1ltn.oUon haa no offl~ 
0181 'Ita..D.d.1ng in AWltrla aDd VCIald therefore ban gnat d.1ff1eult.y esta'hllsh1.ng 
ita right and. ste.t;u to ~be8.at1'fa.et.1OJl of the AMncan authorities. tor·the 
purpo.. of HC6iT1Dg tb.1.' propert,. lth1le Jewith Cultural boonstrucUc:a IaiQ' 
hav. a.t lea.st infoZ'Jl8l sta.tu. in GerlDaJiT ~odq. al a rew.l.\ of the eulier COD­
verlat.iona between 70tJ.Z' officers and. Ge.neral Clq. Xl'. SchYar'. pain'. out that 
General Clq" lv1a41c\1on in ill. respect would not aPJilT to AuI.t.J1.a. 

A.I the dmpl...t vq. fol' bandling th1. problem. Mr. 8ehvarts 1. coin« to 
suggest. to the dtate De];l'1rtment re:preaent.e.UV89 1n VaI6h1:ngton that t.bI qns&og\119 
propel'V " lIl0't'8d fl'08 the warehO\1ae 1n ialzbu.rg where U 1, noy lOea.Hd. \0 the 
co11ectlQ1'l of caltul'al properV' 1n Oftenbach. Once WI has been dou. 1 t ahould 
then be & re1.\1"17 sapl. matter to :recl.a1:m th. qnagogu.e properv together 

. Y! th. the othel" cultural obJecta at OUenbach. 

/over/ 
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17 lIfq of accoapllthiDg t.he above FOS2'8JI. Ir. 8ahvarb 18 hopttal. 
,bat hh reooaaeDdaUCillt '0 tlut Stat. ])epar\Jla, vUl 'bill. 'b. lDOorpGrate4 ia a 
1.".1' tZ'OIl.8bM '0 Geural 01.,., I1I&&el'iDc t.ha __ ~. It w1ll \ha 
'be lLP \0 Qaaral Olq \0 approw \he.. "pet eomet.hiDg which Mr. lehlI'arh feels 
shoal.. not 1JlYol.,. aD7 p.a\ 411't1O'1&l.\1el. 

I 1hot1l.4 'be crateM. of court., t.o btu f1'011 7ft 011 \hi, _"aI', aDd 
1f Toa. f ••l that this proeeclure it YJ'Oa.!. plea_let 118 know a••ooa al possible. 

lIiacereq YOU'I • 
. . 

Da.AlJ. 

ee. 	Prot. !arOll 

Joel 1"1_1' 

I. Muon· 
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JEWJ5H 8ULTlJRAL :k~CON5TRUCTIONI !r;.,.C. 

1841 Broadway, New York 23, N, Y. . 

,\lembers of 1/" Corporation 

Board of DeputIes of British Jews 


Commission on European Jewish 

"meri('oln jewi,h Committee 

"merican Jewish Conference Cultural Reconstruction 
Synagogue Council of .Ameriu .'\merkJn )"".-i,h Juint Council for the Protection 'of Rights and 

Dislr.bul'on C.lmmiltce 100erests of Jews from Germany World Jewish Congre" 

. () .,~ 
~ 

h ' 

I'ltJi.IC II/ 

51.1.0 w. aARoN 

CIJJirm.lII, Bo.ll'd oj Diru/()rs 
JEROME MICHAn 

r'"jee.Prtsjdtnn 
!.LO lAECK 
SUION FEDERIIUSCH 
JUDAH I.. MAGNES 

. ' ALAN M. STROOCK· 

'e~slJ'" 

DAVID ROSENSTEIN 

S{(ftl~r} 

MiRON OPHER 

B/).mi of Di,U/I),J 
SAI.O W. aARON 
RUDOLF CALLMANN 
SIMON fEDER8USCH 
MAX GRUENEWALD 
ISAIAH.I.. KENEN 
A. LEON KU80WITZKI 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
JEROME.IIIICHAEL 
AHRON OPHIR 
WILLIAM ,. ROSENILUM 
1.£0 w. SCHWARZ 
JOHN SLAWSON 
·AI.AN M. STROOeK 
tUGENI UNTf.RMnll 

'ulJ/i~" StUt"'" 
'.- JOSHUA ST,UR 
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/~ '.. !~ • .: t. \ " ... 

" 

Mr. Eli Rook 
Joint Distribution Comittee 
270 Madison AT. 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Rook • 

I hpTe spent seTeral days in Paris under the ~uidance 
of Joel Fisher and Z. Sohust~r ot the American JewiahCommittee. 
The stopoTer is proTing Taluable al well as co~enial. and I wa not 
at all impatient in regard to my military permit, which is due a.uy 
day. I may indeed find it adTisable to Tisit Pra~e betore enteri~ 
Germany. 

I have learned that the HUngarian gold train contained syna~ogue 
equipment, res;ardillg '"hioh. Abba Schwartl is wi1l1n~ to talk but not 
to write. When I telephoned GeneTa today. I found that he has lett 
for the U.S. and will be away a minth •. It would be Tery helpf~l it 
you oould see him.. and asoertain the oontent. of the 1Il8.terial and its 
present whereabouts. I allUlle Sohwart£ can be reached throur:h the 
IRO. If you obtain the information, please write me 010 AJDC, Paris, 
and lend a copy to Prot. Baron at Columbia. 

I am, of course, eas;er to know what proQ"eaa is beina; made toward. ~e 
reco~n1tion ot the Reltitution Commission. and will appreaipte whateTer 
you can tell me. 

With cordiw ;L~:t17zA_ 

J~ua St~/''''''''''''' 

." 
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1roa 1 AJOO PARIS - Ott1ce of G.leral. Counee=u.~._____ 

He I Fnncluet.1.on \d.t.b regard to-~ Gold Tra1D~ 

We haw h'eard cel"'li.a1n ........ thai;. tho French icn'em.ment has 
8ither taken action. or pla:ns to take fLCtion to return all ,the 
portion ot the H1mgar1an Gold: '!'rain found in tho French zone 
of Ge.rmaD:1 ami .Auatria oftr to the H1.mgarian govornment ldth 

< t.h~ understanding tbat the ~_. gOvernment Yill use the 
property tor the 'bene.f'iting or Jewish i,' ~';:~';::..>iS tat\,;. 

To date" we ba.ve not been able to obtain a:nr information con­
cern1ng these deTelopmaut.& either here in Paris or ,from Abba. 
Schwartz in GeoeYa. 

Could you pleaD. check w1t.h }iajnd1~er, Surrey or any other 
interested persona in the State Depart.ment to determi.ne whether 
or not the report 1a trwJ and it 10 the exact. nature ot the 
French decia1on. . 

In the meantime we ld.ll keep checld.ng here and. vU.1. keep 10U 
intormad. of lGhat we learn. 

Joel H.118ber . 

JHF:at 
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PBRSOJAL 
Hotel Dee Bersue.Gitun. ­
peIRO Jleet1Jtc. 

24th Ootoberf1941 

Dear 	)(00, 

I aCknowledge reoeipt ot Tour letters dated October 17th, oonoeraiag 
pOllible IRO responsibility ot transportation ot DP. to Pale.tiDe whioh 

---.: .' .: ..... I rill keep ill mimi, and also your letter on the Sri.. tranca ReparatioN 
matter. 

,There are s8v.eral development, in connection with -the ReparatiollS 
pioture whioh I want to report to you. 

1.- The Brithh have advised IRO th6j" Will turn oTer to them, non-monetary 
gold valued at between 400,000 and 1,000,000 dollars. They will turll 
over theae assets in late lloTember. '. 

2.' 	 It is not expeoted that the ship bringing n~-JIlonf!ta.ry gold'asaet. 
fram the Hungarian Gold Tran will arrive ld the U.S.before Deoember 
5th. Abba is arriving in t e States on No.ember 5th for the purpo~e 
of setting up ~ Uquidatioh Commission to reoeive, and to arrang.e to 

'dispose of the non-mone.tary alaets, BO as to obtain the highest 
realization. Tuok has f,ive, Abba a list of his (Tuok's) triends, 
and sUf,geats to Abba that~e Commission pe drawn from these people. 
I am. assumiIlt of oop.rse, tb.$.t you will make .sure that aOile ot our 
friends are inclUded. If ottr triends are alao Tuok' I friends, so muoh 
the better. .' . i . - " 

3. 	 With reterence to Surreyf, ~onversat.ion with you, oonoerm:ag the 12i 
.d11ion Swiss francs, I do ~~t to make the to11~1l£ points ­

a)Abba is now working under inatruotiou frc,.{:he Five Powers 
to oollect 50 million Swiss franc. and not 'Ii alll10n dollar. 
T.'Orth. I realize that hi. instructions oan be changed .. but 
they have not ye%been ohanged, aDd theretore he i. continu1llg 
to proceed on the basis ot 50 million Swiss,tranca.I might add 
that the PURO in ita last ine.tl~, pused a. Reao1utioD oa11111& 
OD the Swiss to turn over the 60 mUioll Swill traJloa. 

. 	 ­

b)With regard to the portugose EIoudo., I belie," the dtuatioB haa 
ohanged somewhat lince you agreed to take thea. ,I UIlderstaa4 thai 
the Escudo is having SODle trouble ...i th the dollar and ttthid 
therefore that it will be diffioult to traDater Esoudol al we had 
preTioualy planned. Abba states that he is Tery azma,yed at TOUl" 

/deoisioD­
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ooll8Ulted on ldaat you did .. 

. .., 

cleeliio.. to take bouclo., but I think hi. UQ107aDOe 11 prOilpted 
more 'beoa.use his pride wal hurt by the taot that he wa. DOt· 

Ia I.DJ' eTeat, U is bu.,. .te8ll.i.Jl& up the 
Jewilh AgeDe1 Repre8eDtatiTe - Adler Ru4lls- that Po~ele 
Escudos are aot cooi, and that ycubAv. acted unilaterall,. I 
aa .ure this 11 not tw oue, but I tho~t lOU. would Ub to maw. 

0) 	I 8JD quite a1f8l"e ot the political probleaa 1Jn'olTed. but IlfITei'thele: 
I ~ the British' people who a.re ChiDg the orders in LoDdon. an4 
I think there 11 a. good. ohaaoe that we wont ha:,.. to aooept Peseto. 
or more thaa a 'hrJ tokea gount ot 'l'urkiBh po\%Jldi.I GIl lUre you. 
are witti1S& that we clanIt 1t1I:Ilt these surre_le., and I think it 
11 molt important to keep i1lliatbg. 

4. 	 I am. !lot bei1lg light or tr'1Tolous when I s81' that I tbillk we shljl.ll be 
Tery lucky' it Abba manage .. to convert e"fen 50% of' the Kronor into 
sterling. »il verJ opt1m1st1c that he can lII8ZI.age on thb e.o% deal 
and I. certainly hope he doe.. In 8.rf1' eTent, we have asked. hi. for 
$250 ,000 worth of' SWedish KronOr and $350,000 worth of' French tranca 
-dlloh he should be transterring to U8 shortly. Incidentally, in 
his letter ·advising us of the transfer, he will definitely state 
that thismoDeY is to be applied to the Reparations Bill beCinn1ng 
June 15th,1946. As you know, this is a very important point. 

. In PREP/30 - the Report of the Executive Secretary - which I am sendin« 
to you undeifseparate covor, the section on Reparatiol18 includes a statement 
that the Exeoutive Seoretary - nis off'ering assistanoe in renewingofforta 
to have legislation inoorporated in the laws ot .the St:l.te of' New York, similar 
to that whioh the IntcrgovS" :amental Committee for Retugees was irs trumental 
in proposing in New York state in !4arch,l94S". Abba explains that he put 
this in the report 1n order to be able to tra.vel 'baak to the U.S.in January. 

I myself' have oonsiderable doubt as to whether the New York State realila~ 
ion should pass oomment on this report. Under the Five Powers Agreement, only 
neutral oountries are required to turn aver heirless property and while they 
have been stnll1!!g, nonetheless, they w111;. probably stall allJUtp..! more . now, 
saying that they have got to wait to see how the New York nett:tA:?~ion oarites 
out. It 1s my understanding that the New York 1~,~iJll.tion will take oons1derabl~ 
time, and as soon as tMs matter haa b.een put ot·flatally to the Commission, 
I think it is most important that you get Bernie Bernstein, Eli Rock and aDJ 
other .interested parties ready' to moTe in the matter. 

January 1s of course the beginning ot the election year, ~d perhaJs

Dew.f might be incl~ned to really push this cue as a political .attar. 


Sincerely, 

Joel R.Fiaher. 
Kr. )(oBes A.Leavitt, 
19 Old Pond Road, 
Great Neck, 
LonS Island, N.Y. 3371:i4lew York. 
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.20 10.,_b81'1947 

1'01 	 nr. J.J. ScIlwar'. 

ru. Joel llsbD 


~nc \he CCUrtJB ot a coll.,erea'loD. trb.tell 111". ~Yl\t. ...4 I b.a4 
til \.he Stat.' Depara4)D \ ill 'Iaeh.1D.CWa. • • .,eral reterencel were Mde 
too the rep_led r.qu••h of' the i\ul,pdu. Jewish CONWlU,. tor thf! 
rewa of \11.. iugarl&D eoU. ha.lA.ftleSt..te Dep4rte.n\ tiad, thu::l . 
roque.', flllba.rra.dD«•. Jl\h~&a t.hey are ,1".1'84 to aecep' the 
asmranc86 ot the IDe that. the Huagariac " .... tab co~lty h J'.aldD(!; 
t.heu J'~uetlh only "tor th~ rlllcoro".tb."7 find it. dlf~·1C'11t. to 
rer.oncU. the'le .... IUTaD.Celil .i \h th~ fraQ.uency "Uh "bl ch. t.h~ rea 
qun h of UUf Rtu\f,ari.fUl J p\ sh OOl'lt'lul,l t.7 l':l"e r~e!l t8d.· '!'he State 
Oepat'tmen\ ~rcmtl7 teel. \bat. t t. 1...., on ver.! tiJ'IA tn-ound. in 
dell11E'lg t.hOo~.f! ·uctue.ts and. "'01l11! vl>:ry mueh a:p~r!}r.h."'~ ! t t r tbfl 
JDCeonlcl 11I1d f\OJDf\ ~ of Dllt.hfylag the 1hu:.~ian Je'-"ifth comma.nU,. 
~h ... t t.h~ IOC'" eontrtbutioi;t. 'I'~~1'."' in p.ffet"t '" ~ld .pro Q~I) for 
t.he Hun~~ari!'..n gold train. 

~r. ~eavl" b.a.,asked me to t.aktt lip. with :rou the !)Oeetb!.U t;r of 
"''rising 801M foJ'lftlla 'b1 which 'CJIII~ porUoD ot t.he tund. ftich 
~oq i. apendln« in Hungary could be eara:r.aril:e<i in neil a w&:fas to 
borealo114bl1' regarded aa an equ1valer.t tor t.h'! -procf!<!ds of the 
gold tt'aln. Yr. Leavlit would b. rlad to have ~ anggeltiQnE ~n 
thh maltor which he can pal. on to .the i!itat,e OIPpc)'l"ttient. 

J /l' 
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, BASjDVA ,', 00 ' ·s/2i,:.~:~1lDA¥,.~:9I06,.i~.":~7 :. ... " 

", "<. ~. . . 

, " , " TO, OUR REGRET & CANNoT, APPROVE toUR ANSWE.1:i TO OUR PREVIOUS, AND LASt 
",,<> '." , • - "'4' ," ""::':" 

CLAIMS OF SEPTEfI.sERRELATIliG VAi,ugsFoR,GOIDTRAIN STOP WE 1JNCHltNGED 
"::•• w' 

INSIst OUR ORIGINAL sr~BDPOltfrBEPEAT nLY ,EXPOSED THAT AUSTRH.lf, AliD fRENCH 

VALUES OF ll1100ARiiK GOLD'l'RAlN ARE LEG.U. PROPERTY OF BUNGARIAli JEWRY STOP 
. .'~ 

) , IIIE DEhAlID EMPHATICALLY ANEW TO PLACE 'l'HJ:. VALUES AT '!'HE DIS~AL OF HONGARIAN 
, " 

JEWRY AND TOUND::r.TAD'AIJ, STEPS~ITATED STOP AW'AITING~ENT ANSwER 
THE .. '. ' ",,' ,,'" " 

STOP18AME CABLE WE SElft' .• TO YOUR NEWlOn OFFICE TOO STOP CENTRAL 13OJ.RI) OF 
, . ' _,4'.' :' '. • • 

JEWS 'INHUNGARYMmJEifiSH"'REHABWTATION ruNn i.!.aSSroECXER PP.ESIDENT STOP 
, ~ ~ . . ' .-

"W,' 

CENTP-AL BOARD TO GBE Atrl'lIOHOMOUS, ORTHODOX COMMUNI'l'Y OF HmDARY SAMUEL KAHAlf 
".' . 

PRESIDENTSTOP'OOMMITTEE ;OF R COVERING OF JEJISR ,VALUEs DR EMERY REINER 

PRESIDENT 

Into : "atzki " ' 
Fisher', '" 

7' ",' 
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10 Sep\eaber,1947 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Mr.Leav1tt, 

In Mr.Fishar t 8 absence I am fonl&rding herewith the tltlO 
copiee 'Which he mentioned in his letter to you oltha 6th 
September,1947J one written by theCh&irman Dr.ElIery Reiner of 
the Committee for the Repatriation or Abduced Properties, and 
the o~er fro.• the Cen~ral Board ot Jews in Hungary to the stata . 
Department Wuh1ngton~ . .. 

Yours sincerelyi 

Joel H.Fisher. 
GEN.:1L\L CO lJNSEI.. 

af: 

Encll (2) 
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, September,1947 , 

Dear Y.oe, 

We have recaiV9d. anot.her lettA!' ll'om t.he ao&rd ot Jew in Hunga.ry' 
", 	 Uldll& U4 to t.um over the content. 01 t.ne Uunga:rlan "told. Train" to th.., 

&ltd alae asldng ,\UI tor an inventor;y of what. haa be'~l\ round 1atthel1.S.Zon... 
Thq al.alo et1cloue11 a cOp..,. of a letter thq have mtten to t.beState D~t. 
I am having t.boa4 lot.t.ors coPied. 8Dd 1Id.1l sfWi them alMg to TOll toget.her ' 
w1ih a cow or Moe Beokelman's lettor dated lat *1',1947. In order to keep 

,,~~ 	 you currently adVised, I am enclodng herewith for fOur 1n.tormat.ion,'a 
co;:; ot oW' rep17 Wich' WlI1lt out todar am whicb ~ apprond. 

, In connect.ion ~'fl tl. c~,~,~.. !";J,~.~~c;:i ';:. :~f:::.~;;" ..~;,:.ti~r~, 6'~·a..'1.t.eea liW.on I 
:'lenti..::n~d .ttl th3 l:.w'" ;~~pn ot rrtf let.t~r t.o you ot August 2nd, we 
hava alao 100klJd into the question ot pOlsib:1...-;u,a.bil.1tl' -which .me ad.gilt 
have ror takin!l thoproceeclS. trom the aale- of the "Gold. 'D'a1n1t • You may 
be lntGreated in toue !oUolCing brief sutemmnt 'ot our oonolua1on8. 

It 1:1 our opinion t.hat the action of' t.ho lJ.S.GoV$l"nlIIGlll. in 
turning over. the "Gold Traina to IOC/me c.an not be sup;.:orted.by the 
prons1on8 of Article a or t.he Final. Act or thiS Pa.rb Conlsl'!tllce on 
Roparations of' 21 4)ec8l!lber,1945 and the 5 Power Agreement. of 14 Jun.,1946 
which appl;r '1nl1 to non-monstaq gold, "round by the allied. &n4ed .forces 
in ~l'Ii3anl'" (Undlirlining a\lppli~). ~;e 'bolieve however, that it. can 
bo supported .b;r Ule teJ;m8 o! the i"i.:R paragn.ph ot Articl. 29 ot the 
Hunga.rian Peace Treatr which provides a.s tollows~-

REach of t.ile lli..ied ar.d!.asoc1ated Povers shall MV''!! t.he .right. 
• 	 to f1eize, retain, llquidate or take a.n:r other actiDn wit.h reepect. 

to all pro~rty, rights and. lnwreata ....hic;n at ths coming into 
torco otth., present Treaty are ldthin its torr~ and belong 
t.oHu,,""lgal7 or to Hungarian nat.ionw, and to a ppl;r anor. propertY' 
or thd ;;;roeoeds thareot to euch pUl"pOaes a. !.t. U1IJ.:1 d es1re.t ld.thin 
the ,liad.t.s ot it.:oJ el..l.i.lu and those ot its n.atlonala aea!nat 
Hungar.r or .ttungaJoia.n nationals, including debt" ot.her than clai_ 
tullr sa.t.bfied. under other Al;ticles ot the pl"Uel:lt. 'rreat,7. All 
Hungarian property, or ttl. proceeds thereot, in. e.x.celJsf)t toh.e 
UK)lUlt. or .uch cl.aiJ.u, abaU be ret.Ul'!1ed."(Uaa/U"l.1ning supplied). 

/It 18 

l. 	ArUol. a P&.r&.A - 1in&l Act ot Pari. Conference OD Reparat.1OM . . 
. 2l OecGlllber,194SJ S~8 alao, Para.D•. 5 Powr Agraaent, Paria 14 June,1946. 

2. 	 Tuta tor Signat.ure in pazu on lOt.h Febru&l7J1947. 
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• .o( / 5 Seppember,1947 • 

Dr.Emery Reiner, 
Legal Adviser , Vice President ot the 


~utonomoU8 Orthodox Iarealitic Central 

BOard. or Jews in Hungary, 


, BUDAPEaT. VI. Csengeri-U.6li 

Dear Mr.Reiner, 

May I refer to your letter of the 29th July,1947 inwhlcn you replied 
to our letter of the 1st May,1941 on the subject or the contents of the 
Hungarian 'Gold Traln"? We have studied the several points you malte in 
your letter and have given them careful consideration. We have also given 
careful ccnsideration to ycur letter dated 7th July,1947 addressed to the 
U.S.State Department in Washington, a copy of 'Which you enclosed with your 
co~,.~municatlon. 

Perhaps it is best to state the role of the American Joint Distribution 
Cor:md.ttee with respect to the contents of t he non-monetary valuables including 
th'e Hungarian "Gold Train". As you were informed in the let ter dated 14th May 
1947 from the U.S.Legation in Budapest· (widch is quoted in your letter of 'the 
,7the July,1947 to the State Department) the Co~~,dinE G~neral U.s. Forces in , 
Austria, with the approval of the U,.S.state Department, has turned over to the 
Inter~govcrmental Comnittee on Reufgees \I.G.C.R.) tbose poriti,ons of the ,"Gold 
Train" found in the U.S.Zone of Austria, to be disposed of b:- the LG.C.R~ 
in accordance ..lith the terms of the 5 Power Aereement of June 14th 1946 
which in turn iplplemented the provisions of Article VIII of the Final Act of 
the Paris Conference on Reparations of 21st December 1945. Under the telmlJl 
and provisions of the 5 Power Agreement and according to the Letter of Instruct­
ion the Director of the LG.C.R. and the Director General 01' its successor 
organization were directed to receive various n~n-monetary assets, sell them 
and use the funds for the two following purposes only:­

a) final resettlement of non-repatriacle victims of 
Iazi acti9n,·and 

b) Rehabilltation as essintial preparatory outlays 
to final resettlement. 

/Because 

1. Paragraph A 5 Power Agreement 14 June,.946. 

337J:19 
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.Because ot t he tact that the S Power reoovnised that the Jewish non­
.repatriable victims ot Nazi action constitute the overwhelming majority 

,/ ot persons tor whom these funds should be spent, the 5 Powers instructed 
the Director of the I.I.CS ••• and the Director of its successor organization 

/' to spend 90% or the proceeds trom the liquidation of such monetary assets .' 
.in accordance with resettlement and rehabiliation ~ject8 ld1ichwould be 
Bubmitt&e by the A.J.D.C. and the J.A. tor Palestine. 

You will note fram the above procedure that the A.J.D.C. has no 
tunction or interest 'With respect to the non-IjIOnetary assets until such 
time as they have been sold and funds are available. At such time, the 
A. J .D.C. and the J .A .. for Palestine ld.ll spend 90% of the proceeds.fbr 
the resettlement and rehabiliation of non-repatriable Jeidsh victims cL . 
German action, in accordance idth approved pro~ects • 

. Under the above stated arrangement, we cannot aeree with your statement 
that "disposition over Htmgarian Jewish valuables was granted by the United 
Bations" to the A.J.D.C. and the J.A. for Palestine. Disposition of these 
assets are granted to the Director·of the loG•.C.·and the Director General of its 
successor organization. Our role is only with respect to t he proceeds of the 
liquidation of these assets and here again we are not free agents to do as we 
will. We must submit projects only forthe above stated purposes of resettlement 
and rer~biliation in co~~ection with resettlement. 

We must also say that we do not know and therefore are not in a position 
to furnish you with an inventory of the properties in question and with in­
formation concerning their values. Only the LG.C.R. or its successor, orga.niz;.. 
ation is in a position to' furnish you with this information but we must point 
out that th,-y are bound by the terms of' the 5 Power Agreeaent and are not 
obliged to reveal this information. 

Yours sincere ~r, . 

Joel Ii.Fisher. 
GENER.A:.. COUllS EL. 

JHF:af' 

2. 	Paragraph A. 5 POweTAgreement 14 Jun~,1946. 
Paragraph 3. Letter of Instruction of 5 Powers to DirectDr of the 
I.G.C.R. or Director General of its successor Or@&Disation dated 21 June,1946. 
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Ii ia OllP opiDlon tbat,the upneaioa -14t.h1n ita knitorr' CII& 

~ conIin~ to aeua ~t.otx or the u,S, .ott.he. ~.cl.ucl ~ . 

nat.:!.QJla &r¥1 .in IIdditJ.on 'H:rr'1tor1ea occuplecl b.r theU ......s t.na. 111 

t.hiI 0 AIle \be port.;S.oniJ .t· \he HIInpriara. "Gold 'l'ra1n. vtd.cb vefttoumi 

1n' 'he V.S.Zone of ~ lffIn tound !a ~ritol-7 oooapiec1 'bf t.he tDZ"Oea 


'. of analHeQ ~r - tiM U.S.ForcM. 

, .w~ aleo baU,," that. even ~ ih. acrU.on of the U.I,001'8rr:1Ui8l1\ 

cart not be supported by the proT1a1one of thie Article it. nan .Ull be 

argued' - although aOMWbat ~ - that.' t.b, J.D.C. 18. DOt. llable tor 

.the proceed.8it l'ecd..... .!'rOIl the I&le ,ot the Hungar.l.an 1f00ld train" beoauai 
it. liDUld have a.c:ted 1Il bona :tid,. in .. a~ that. the &yt.ian of t.he' U.S ~ .., . 
GoTemment in tum1:ng etVVI the ~ IRQ in reoe1v.t..na the ft3.uablAa Wnt' 
yalJAand, legal act. - pa.rt.icularq in view or t..lw above .CJ1tecl,proviaior.·.· 
of the Peu. TrGat7. . " 

r bo~ ;you underat.and that .1118 are not trying to stir up trouble by 
looy,inS into the legal f/&.8i8 tor thB turnover ot t.he~e va.J.na.blea, btlt 
it C&'M u.p in com\ltct.ion 'With the g uar&nta. probleat tmd we thoUf/,ht. thatyoll 
'MOuld like to have \h~ information - .Nat in cue the matter eYer i2 
ndsed. ,,,...:Lih YOU.. rfJJ' J."""'·1~ 

~11th best 'Wiahes to }'WVMd ~ !rom MarT Jane and. my'sdt.t'or a 

YOJ7 happ-y, healtq Uld proJIpeI'OWI lew Year • 


. Sineenly, 

, 
Joel H.F1~her. 
GE.HE.."LAL COUNSEL 

Hr.HD.G8 A.leavitt, 
~:L"'Vice-Cluunan, 
A.J~D.C., 
270 .MI.d1aon AverN., 
NOIt Iork 16.. N. I • 
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2 lugwst,1947 

Dear Hoe, 

I have your leti.~r otJul,r 14th to Moe Beckel.maa on the queltion 
ot -guarantees" to be given bT me and JA tor making good vaJ.id claims 
against certain non-iponet&rT a83sts, the proceed. tor the lale ot whioh 
might be turned over to us. 

Attar going into theprobl_ with Ab" Schvartll and. tal.ld..ng with him 
at some length, we have both oome to the oonclul1on that tor the time being, 
hothing should be done in the war ot putting up a guarantee of any type,shape 
or torm. At present and until. more tacta are know., a guarantee 'WOuld serve 
only to contuse and get us into po:saibillties ot legal bot water without any 
toraeeable benetit. 

The U.S.Arm;y is presumably turning over to the IRQ all ot the non-monetary 
gold in Austria, (including the Hungarian Gold Train) lddch theT have and 
whioh has not been atolen br1ndividuals. As regards non-monetar;y gold in 
Germa..'lY .. here again IRa i8 apparently getting eveqt,bing which is clearly . 
def.ina.bla as nol'i-.,.";,,. \.~:' ~~:J. .. C' ..~: :,.~ ~.:- t::G"'''t f.r.n··/~M ~~!1d !'five guarantees 
with respect to claims which might be lodged againsttncs~ ass~ts ~~uld D~ 
ill advised. We Will receive the proceeds from. the sale ot these &85ets without 
any atrings attached and why should we start attaching strings for ourselves, 
from your letter 11m sure 10u agree. . 

The onlT problems arise with respect to three other types o.cproperty. 
in Germany, (the problem doee not ariee in Austria) ~ch tho Army is now 
considering turning over as non-monetary gold. Firat there is a certain 
aroount or currency which has been found including U.S • dollars • Second, a 
certain amount of securities, most ot which are bearer negotiable instru­
ments, and finally the contents of various sate deposit boxes which still 
bear olmer' 8 names and which contain type. of non-mcnet&r1 gold, e.g•. 
bracelets, watches, etc ~ If the Arrq turns over currency and securities 
to UB, obviously the currency and negotiable instruments cannot be identified 
and therefore a guarantee would serve no useful purpose to the Arm:! or anyone 
elae. The contents of the safe deposit boxes present a different queetion 
however. Here I can l;Jee that the Arnrt and State Depart.ment might want some 
type of guarantee. However, with regard to this type of property, Abba has 

/not 
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,. ·0. ,...t lea.med the amount and value of the property involved and. whether 

.' ,::ljl1ZQ" cirowlstances the A.rrq in ClermanT would tum oyer the property. Abba 

·t~:~;goin8 to Frankfurt thia:week t.l'1in& to find out what the value is.· Mean­


l"';'.irl.ille he and I agree that there 111 no need. to wit.. aqpa.rant.e.a until 
t ._.~;knOv *t we are guaranteeing. Hit. i. f0u.n4 that property ot the 
/),at8 deposit boxes is very valUable and g also the A.rIq 1dll not. tUl"ft 

,/ .OTer this propertl without receiT.i.ng 80me type ot g-.w-antee, then pernaea 
aome type of guarantee should.. be g1yen. 

. I do alao want. to comment brletlT on the t.wo procedures you suggested 
,lor each in JOur lett.er - I can aee objections to both ot t.h... First as 

. far as the board. 18 concerned, I think the establ1shmsnt ot the board. vith 
resuJ,ar rules of proc~ewoulc1 be an open invitation to people to at 
least try to establish olaiu aga1nat JDC and JA. As tar as statuks of 

·-l1lrd.tation (time llmit tor tiling restit.ution cl..a.ima) we haYe done a 
. ,,·,,~':"'blt ot legal research on 1.1ab1l1ty of t.he Arm:1 and it is our concJ..tiaion 

that at least as far as GfJl'1II8nT is concemed, the A'nIT 18 not l1a.ble tor 
~v.1ng transterred. property to the I.R.O. - eyen it it turns out to be 
identifiable. Firat of all, nobociy nes the U.S.!rmt without ita permiSSion, 
secondly, aa8t.lD1ing it 'WOuld grant permis8ion to be sued, it woUld bave 
&.:pertect defence in that. it actfiiid under aut.hority at international law ­
the lARA Agreemont and. the, Power Agreement. We alsoteel that in any 
event the JDC lfOU.ld. not be liable lor receiving proceeds.t the aale ot 

, .. > ;"'-,Varioua asseta it we can prove our own bona .t'1d.ea. Throughout this 'wole " 
question, I think it i8 most important to bear in m1nd.tbAt. if we give 
guarant.ee tor one particular type ot monetar;y ..assets, it m&T -wU 'be that 
we are throldng open the question ot our bona. fid.es in raceiY1ng proceeds trolOl' .• 
tll. sale ot aU non-monet&r,y assets. Theae are corrpUca.ted legal points and' 
ones which we are going into further. Rowever.J this whole discussion is ...... . 

. ' &etademic in view ot ~ suggestion above to take no &.Otionbyway ot "guaranteeS!! 
..' until we know 1IIbat the tacts about the sate deposit. boxss are,''',; i~j 

Sincerely, 

Joel H.F1.her 
G.c;N'!!RAL· CoUNSEL. 

Mr.Moses A.Lea.v1tt, . 

Executive Vice-Chairman, 

A.J.D.C., 

270 Madison AVeQue, 

New.York 16, N.Y. 
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T LETTER TO MR. M. LEAVITT , AJDC, NEW YORK. 

...~. 

I am referring to the last paragraph of your letter to Hr. Beckelman 

of July 14, 1947. 

Property handed over to IRQ as "non monetaryll gold might have belonged 

to Germans ,ac stateless'perso~ to ex-enemy nationals, o,r to nationals of 

the Allied N~tions - either those who are parties to the Final Act or those 

who are not. ClaiJ:nant .to such property might ~ be the previous 

owner ~elf or his beneficiary who again may belong to either of the afore­

mentioned groups. The claimant may be living in Germany, in Allied, ex-enemy 

or ex-neutral territory_ 

The title a person might have to gold handed over as non-ruonetary gold 

will be influenced by the fact to.which group of ~ersons he or she belongs, 

and furtheroore by the fact when the person concerned might have left ex-

enemy territory, entered All ied territory and might have become a national 

of an Allied Nation. I will try to examine the special legal positicn with 

regard to these different groups of persons in a memorandum which I am 

-. preparing on the problem. 

In the ~eantime I an disregardine these details when eY~mining the legal 

,r;ositicn with regard to: 

(A) 	 non-monetary gold found in Germany, 

(B) 	 the Hungari~n gold train 

A) NON-MONETARY GOLD FOUND IN GiiliMANY 

~l) Facts 337j 44, 
,(a) 	 Non-monetary gold found in Germany has been acquired by the Occupying 

Fowers by an. Act of State, and it wili be handed over to IRe under 

International Law (Article 8, Fara. A Final Act). IRG will distri ­

bute 	the rroceeds of such non-rnonetarv gold "throulth ll the JelNT and 



letter of the Chairman of the Inter-Allied Rapration Agency dated 

21st 	June 1946.t 

(b) 	 A claim to property disposed of in accordance with the Final Act raIl 

be based on the fact that the claimant is the owner of such property 

or his beneficiary. 

(c) 	 Such property has been taken from the owner by seizure or under duress 

either in Germany or outside Germany. 

(d) 	 Transfer of the properties from the ovmer will have been invalidated 

either by m\L~cipal legislation in the country where the ~roperty came 

fr~m, or by future restitution legislaticn in Gerffiany. 

~2) 	 Conclusion 

(a) 	 The qlestion whether a person has a claim at all will first have to be 

answered accordir:g to t he law of the country where the property comes from. 

Under the law of almost all continental countries such a claim is a 

IIrei vindicatioll (action in rem). Such an action presup;.oses the identi ­

fiability of t he property concerned. It c""n be directed only against the 

possessor or former posse1sor of such pro;:er-.:.y but not against the person 
, , 

who has bona fide received the Froceeds c: S:.4ch proFerty sold by the 

pas sessor. Consequently, the Jewish Age:1c;- and the JGlliiJ. "dll not be 

possessors of the property (;6ncerned bui:. cnly receive the }:roceeds of such 

pro~erty.Under circ~stances which constii:.:.4te bonam fidem they will not be 

liable to claims as in question. If property is handed over to them which 

. the Army, 1,1ilitary Government, or lRO treat as "non-monetaryll gold, bona 

fides cannot be denied to the voluntary agencies. 337145 
(b) 	 IROwhich will be possessor of non-monetary gold cannot be sued in countri 

where it has diplomatic immunities and priveleges. Where it can be sued 

it can plead acquisiticn of the property concerned under international la" 
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non-monetary gold is concerned. 

Not having the necessary authorities and books at hand on America n law 

I cannot state definitely whether !!dl.Gov. and tre Army can be sued at all. 

In case they can be sued they can plead acquisition by an Act of State and 

transfer under international law as far as non-manetary gold is concerned. 

(d) 	 The term IInon-monetary gold" has not been defined in the Final Act. It 

is obvious, however, that it does not include all non-moneLary gold found 

.in Germany but only non-monetary gold· which, when found, was in the 

possession of the Reich, or the Party, or of cne of their agencies. 

,.. 
, .. 	 Considering,... ~l;f..:r,r"il, the Annexe to the Final Act, Resolution 1 (b) lit has 

to be assumed that identifiable gold is not to be considered as non-

monetary gold. 

(e) 	 If, lhl:!refore, identifiable gold (jewellery) is handed over to IRO and the 

proceeds thereof to the voluntary agencies, there will .be no claL~ against 

the voluntary agencies, If the Army,. or more probablY the American Govern­

ment, can be sued at all, they will be .liable for the return of r:-roperty 

or for the rayment of its value,. if 
'til. 

(i) 	 the property concerned is not to be classified as non-

monetary gold (identifiable), 

(ii) 	the clainla~t· can identify the property, and 

(iii) 	prove his title under the law of the country where the 

property comes from and WhE:l·e it is not excluded by a waiver 

unde'r international law. 

(2) 	 Recommendations 


I', therefore, suggest that 


(a) 	 the question be exaffiined whether the Amerisan Government (Army) can be 
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Ii' the Army insists on legal protection no machinerY should be set up 

which in,itself would establish or might be taken as establishing a 

claim which would not exist without such a machinery. It must also be 

avoided that by establishing such machinery persons are encouraged to 

submit such claims, even if most of such claims would be unjustified. 

It might create an enormous administrative b~en if numerous claims 

would be submitted. 

(c) 	 If the Army insists on legal protecticn the value of the property which 

woUld 	 not been handed over to IHO withoU~SUCh protection should be ascertaine 

Only if property of appreciable value is concerned, the request of the Army 

should be satisfied. 

(d) 	 As the whole matter is depending on the interpretation of the words 

"non-monetary gold" in the Final Act, it may be advisable to ask the 

Inter Alli~ Reparation Agency for an interpretation of these words. 
, 

If the, Agency decides that the property in question is ~~:~ary gold, 

the Army would be covered and would not be in need of aJ'i:;i 'protectior 

There is, of course, the danger that the Inter-Allied Reparation Agency 

might be less liberal than the Army is prepared to be if the legal 

protection is 'given which is requested. 

(e) 	 Such legal protection should not take the form of a guarantee given 

Jirt:ctly by the vbluntarYaeencies to the pes sible claimants and in 

consequence est.ablishing a clai11 against, the volunt.a.ry agencies which 

does not yet exist. It should take the form of a bond of indemnity give 

to the American Government (Army) under which the voluntary agencies wo~ 

only be liable if and when the American Government has been successfullJ 

sued by a claimant, providing, of course, for the usual internal machin' 

to settle claims by com}:romise if the v()luntary agencies agVee. 
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As 	 far as property of German and ex-enemy nationals is concerned which 

was 	 taken from them in Germany,' a provision (Aould be inserted into the 

future restitution law (article 8 of the draft submitted to the Gontrol 

Counci~ by the U.S. member}J under which claims to non-monetary gold 

B) 	 HUNGARIAN GOLD TRAIN 


(It Facts 


(a) 	 The gold was found in Austria 

(b) 	 It came from Hungary 

'-.". 

) (c) 	 Under Article 27 of the Feace Treaty with Hungary heirless property 

of persons who were the object of racial persecution is to be transferred 

by the Hungarian Go'vern,.'nent ~o "successor organisations". 

J2) 	Conclusions 

(a) The Final 	Act does not apply to the Hungarian Gold Train. 

(b) 	 The contents of the Hungarian gold train belong~ either to the owners or 

their beneficiaries or' to the successor organization to be established 

under Article 27 of .the Hungarian Peace Treaty. 

(c) 	 If the Hungarian gold train is handed over to IRO it will be illegally 

acquir~d, and if the proceeds are handed over to the voluntary agencies 

they will not be in a position to plead bona fides. They will be open 

to claims sub~itted by the owners or their beneficiaries cr the successor 

organisation. 

(d) 	 The successur organisation will have only to prove that the property 

belonged to racial persecutees in Hungary and will have no need to 

identify individual pieces. 

(e) 	 On the other hand it is obvious that it is not in the real interest of 

a Jewish successor organization in Hungary toenfor~ such a claimo 

Such an 0 rganization may, however, be forced to do so 0 33 71118 
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'to. 	 Jr. Joel r1Ibar 

rr.. Dr. a.ora. Vcd.8 

B41. 	 ~ccWS 

(1) 	 Won \be ~ -. 1A 111". Leadti', let.t..r of NJ:, ... 
194Jt.CIIIl M exudnc tha legal. paI1t101l -.at be olearocl. It 1., 
I , &II tol'''' '" 

J 	 (a) lOB ..x.tar.r gold !0UDd in QQraDT bad. be_ con.t'1IcaW l:v 
'. t.be Iiu1 iOYVIUIICt. 	 . 

ffil Either troza OeJ'mlll nationala 1A 0el'MZ11. or 
U) boa noo-GenDIIl nat.1ofta.lJl =t.a1de 0vraIan7, 01' 

) boa ~ oatioDAla ill 0vraIan7 or a.r.a 
Dat.1oaAll out.s1d.e GeIWft7. but I tb1Dk tbU poaalbU1tr 
neecl noi ~ cona1d8l'Od.. 

('b) 	 Aa tv .. propert,.. ooatSauMd. troa a.r..n ut.1ona1a 1A OelWllt 
ia coacerned, theCClrl1'1.lcat1on 1IUl be 1nval.14at,N 'bT the tutue 
l'OIt1tutioll lav, m1 the !OrMr omera or the1r ~.a.a1arl_ 
or' t.be wceNlOr organllAt.ion ...uJ. be etJ:tJ.ed. to the propert.j aDd 
tdJ.l have a rei viDdi oat.1o 1n aooordaDCe with t.be nat1tut.1OQ la",
11' t.h1e rei v1ndict.Uo 1. not. a:cl\ll.1ed und.v genenl. l"Dl.u of lav. 
or bT the re.tit.uico law 1t.aelt... . . 

.1a tar aa propertT -"'l.oa,g1ns t.o non-GerMIl Mtlcmal1ia COIloemed. 
it. w1ll deperl(l ~at.her the tonaar trtGVe ver. Ul1ecl nat.1ODal- oru.-c., nat.1onal.a. If' t.be toJ'DIr 18 t.he oaae t.hq are al.rMdT
DO" ctitled. to aak tor reatitut.1oa t.brough the unal aha&mela it 
w.. ola1m 1a not excluded. del' ,eurel rulee ot law. 'l'bdrolAda 
tor rat.1tlAon' w1il PMrallT 'be recognised. in the tuture av.n 
Pe&C8 Treat,... 

" tar u ~ nation&la are ~ the,' bave ~ pnaeat. 
no olA1ra toi: raetitllt1on, IDCl auch a cla1a ldll pro~ b4t 
apreas1volT u:clw1ed in the tuture Peace Treat,. wit.h 0enaII.a;r. 

(0) 	 Azr:I 0:l.IJ.A tor reat.ltuUonJ-d otcourae, conc1it.1oned. b1' the tact. 
that. the Propertl1a !den. able aod can re&l17 b9 1d~t.1t1... 
and tourtl. I do not know the ~ ot propert.:r concerned, Wt. 
COaAll"Cial jewl.lo17 11, ot ODU.r.e, not 1dent.1t1abl. apt.rt, .boa 
very except.1cnal cuu and w:Ltb tho except1Gn of wdd1UC rinp
'Nh1ch ..., have III 1n8or1pt.1on. . . 

(2)/..... 
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(2) 	 We ban tWo to .sanda. the q,ueatiDll "'ther "Uh regaM to 
Pl'Opertr ~loDg1ll1 to a.Z'I!IIIII1 Dat.1on&l.a the n1 v1ndicatio 
eat.abl1.ahed bJ the ht,ure naUwUaa law w.Nld' ~ elleot.i~, 

(a) 	 under the J)ra.n eoa.tJ.tit.1on Lav u now propo&led., aad. 
(b) 	 UDder general rul•• ot law. 

M I) I'D.,. op1.n1on t..bAtr. 18 no prod.Iioa in the <!ran, &II it.,t&nd.. lIIhich would. exclude & rei viDi1caUo. 

MJU The ~ gold in q,ueaUon baa been acqu1recl a,. 
~0ccupJ1.ng PovmI b7 an Act. ot state, and aU turt.her db­

, 	 poalt1oaa ldt.h regard to .uoh property, e.poo1&l.l7 the F1nal 
1 	 Act of the Paria COIllertmee. i, alao a.n. Act of State, am the 

F1nal. Act 1. turthOl"DlOre conaUt.uting int.ematioc.al law. 

I do not. t.h1nk that at:rT rei indicatio could IlUcceeci against. IiIl1'­
ono • baa acqu1red property Under tba F1nal. Act ot the Pa.ria 
ConfereneG. at leut not in thole State, ld10 hay. signed th. P1.nal. 
Aat and bave made the F1naJ. Act. part. 01 ita amicipal. law in t.be 
proper OOtUIt.1tut.1onal 'iI&1'. AI the Unitocl St.&t.e. have I18;ned the 
Final !at. and certa1nl7 actec1 accol'dinc to the United Stat.a. Coo­
IUtutioA 'lllhen dOing 80. there wUl be no U.5. Court 1IIhich ld..ll 
entert.a.1n & claim tor restituUon under the Qel"'lllian BaaUtution Law 
either aga1nat the U.S. Governoent. or aga.1n.at. IRO or aga.1nat on. 
ot the Agende. hand.Ung tho non-moneta..l7 go)d or a pe reon ldlo v:Ul 
finall7 acquire such Propert1. Quite apart !'rom t.ba.t no cUia em 
be f1lGd. in Court. against the U.S. Government or against mo. 

(3) 	 As tar u propert1 18 ccncemed which bad been coni1scated from 
Allied. nationW, their cla.i.m ia alao oxcludecl by the Final Act. 
u, far as they are nat.ionala or countries which have signed the Act.. 
J.A France, .Lu.xemburg. Nol"W81', Netherlands, Denmark, czechoalo~!. 
Belgium, Greece and Tugoalarlahave ligned tho Agreeinent, onl: P h 
and. Rwudan national., Are not excluded b7 the Final Act. '1'ba1r 
cla i _ would, however, not be. entertained b;y a:rrj' Courts in one ot 
the 81.gnator;y countriee, as such a Court 'WOUld treat 81:fT act.ion 
of the govern mont ...n.ich handed overnon-m&'.)netarl gold to IP,O u 
an Act ot Stat.•• 

The ri* that. arrr rei vind1caUo with resard to non-monet.a.r;r gold 
could be made against. the JDC or the Jewiah Agerq is, theretore, 
rathctr rerar:Jte. ' 

(4) 	 It w, bowyer, USW118 that. such claim.t could. b. tiled at all, then 
lit 1DWIt. .tart on th4I uaumpt10n that aueh cla.1m.s would. be a rei 
vind1caUonot 0"l1er8 or bene.tlciar1e. 01.' olillen tlled aga.1nat. th8 
peaSUIOr of 1d.en:U.t1abl. non-mon0't.ar7 gold. Tbll'e m1ght. b4t a claim 
lor d.amag.. agai.nat. the tOr'lMr poaaeslor 01 aueh gold it he iran.­
tarred that gold, to aCJmjl()fte else and thia gold cannot. be toUDi 8I't1' 
more. Such a al.a1.m tor dama.getl would, bowYer, alao be baaed on the 

rf!1/••••• 
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rd. Yincl1c&Uo. Ooa.atq\Jtlltl:r, 

(a) 	 _ au.oh o~ 0Ul, of cou.n'J be l1.lAcl apiut. the J.:n/I. 

Ioboq cu.' ,iu \h. Jntt OJ- 1t.. npreaetat.1~. ' ' 


(b) 	Jfo.~ ce 'be Ii..... U "UDe toUDd. OG that. 10. 
14.Ut1&bl. proPeri.7 ba4 bee haDd.t4 OTtJ- too b ~ b7 the 
J.rw:tJl the ol&,.Ant. wuJA n...1' .. \he A:nq 'bvt., .f ooane, 
the JDC 'Who ..wt be in poeeulioaot th. p,roPert.7 oanceJ'MCl. 
That. llIOU.ld. 1IlMIl. eit.her the O]AtMnt. baa & dinet. o1a1Ja aga1D1t 
iM lDO 01' he bu DO ola1a at. aU, _ neither nMda the J.nq 
protection DOl' lfOUld web & gua,nntee, eve it it could. be gi"nll 
'98l1~, alterth. lituat1on. 

(0) 	 SUch a guarantee ce.nnot be ;;i·.. ;;,;u "a11d17. One cannot. gin a 
gu.a.r&tlt.~e to unl<:no>c1 peraou. liIbat t.he Azsq rea.l.l1' wnt. ls & 
bDl, a.ccord.ing to which the JDC unclert.ak.. to iMem1.t.r the AnIT 
11 claims should. be tiled. againat the A.rIo". I do not think that. 
ncb a bead ll8ba v.-q _en seaa. hcallT. but it. 1JI not. verr 
dangerou either .. no claia caD poaaib~ be, enterta.1ned vh1ch 
bad been tUed againat. the,1nq. ' 

(5) 	 U the legal poe1tion 1JI u I bave outlined. abo'ft, the reJDlldiea 
llU88e.t.ed in Mr. Leavitt'. letter cannot be recClllllHnded. 

<a> 	 Thll Anrr is not entiUed to uwe & directive .etting & t.1me 
llm:1t. TM. can onl1 be dene by MU.Gov. 'Dr uning INch & 

directive MU.Gov, 'WOuld. rocognize 8. right which doea not in 
t&et. mat. 

(b) 	 Such righta would also be recognised by aettlng up & Tribun&l.. 
In Mtttmg' up such & tribunal. juried1cUon .ould. be ut&bllehecl 
ldrl.ch without such a tribunal doe. not ex1atJ One WOl1l4 al80 
w.in the plAIa that b7 Act. ot State ao4 under intema.tional. law 
rei v1ncU.caUarwith regard. to non-monet.&r7 golA az-e aoluded.

t4 . 
<6) The tollowing romed1u are 1Ugg••ted to protect the Agcc1e. a.ga.1luIt 

cl&1u 1d.th regard. to ~et&r7 golAl 

(a) 	 A prov:I.alon Ibould be inamed in the ~nun a.&t1tution Law 
a:preniTelT exclu.cl1n& cLai_ tOI' reet1tution ot n~ 
8OlA. Such a prov1aion can e ..117 tMt ineert.ed in a.rt1cl.e 8. 

(b) 	 A _imHar prod.ion .hould be included in the ,Peace THat;, nth 
Qel"2llll17• 

TheMl i_, however, anothe' quat10n not. ot legal wt ot moral nature. 
Should. th. voluntar;r agenc1.., although there is no legal title, 
recogni•• ex $ratiA ol..aim8 tor reatitution it & penon can pron that 
101Ie ot the nbn~t&r1 gold. 11 hiI property! In 1117 opinion there 
11 tbAOreticatlT no doubt that the volunt&l7 agenei .. aboulcl recognise 
such cla1,.. There 1., however, t.h. great pract.1cal d1.!t1wlt7 that. 
it itbeCOCDItI kno1Cl t.hat the volunt.&r7 agende. are pJ"ttp&Hd. to 
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\":..~.~;. .­ rwcoe;n1.M 	.ucb 0]&1'11, \bq lINl4 ~ baft to • .to up COD­

, .,: 
'~\.. dderahl.e -.ch1.nez7 to 4eal vitA app]JOC&tioll8t Such &MCbil!!lll7

' 

" would. ewa'be needeclU 99:IC ot the appl1caUoaua bid. to be ree.•. 
\,: 	 I t.berl!ore th1ak that. thI ~ ileuS.••bonld ruolw to 

recoSD1u ex s:r&t1a olat. lor ruUtuUoIl, but. thq IbDul4 Da\ 
__ .", ~ 1Ud..s.\ tor 1noond", &pplJ.cat.1cu. It 
tare 1a properioT ,,11oh 1.1 labtl.1Ad ~t,b tlua caM ot t.be CM1G". 
thl Alcc1- IbDuld lopIr&t., 1t. trc. the balk, keep tt., IIICl __ 
inn.tJ.p.Uoae ~ ta OWWI" or hiI beMt1c1.al7. 

(8) 	 there ta, of oourM., allf&ra u. d.arlger t.b&t. blAckMU1nc law 1U1\a 
are t1lecl against, the &g_cte., that. penonaJat. ..I the '&pCCJ' 
tor & h1.&h 1LIIICNnt. an4 hope ib&t. a cousprolldAl ld.ll be a.rriftCl at. to 
avoid expenaea tor lltJ.ga.Uon which II1&bt be unrecoverable tl'Oal the 
e] 61. mant.. Aga1nlt. t.h.1a d.omger ID 1nwnnc. C&D be t.a.k_ out., the 
pread.ua tor 1Idl1ab car.not. be nl7 h1&b &I the r1ak i • ...u. 

Dr. George WeU 
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DIRECTIVE ISSUED TO CG USFET AND CG USF A ON DEFINITION OF NOmDNETPRY \\:: '\ 
GOLD. PURSUANT TO PRTICLE 8 OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT . '.' _ 

1. you will make available on demand to duly accredited .representatives 
of IGCR' all valuable personal property which represents loot siezed or 
obtained under dure~s from political, racial or religious victims of Nazi 
government or its Satelite Govts., or nationals thereof which was or may 
~ereafter be found seized or confiscet~d by USFET or by local authorities 
acting under direction or control of US Forces, sub. to fol conditions: 

A. That property cannot be restituted to Govt. pursuant to WARX 85965 
Nov 1945 (svmcc 204/2) and WlillX 99226 March 1946 (SWNCC 204/5) as amended 
and modified by Control Council action, because determination of III tional 
origin is impractical. . 

B. That property cannot be restituted to lawful owners under laws in 
force in place where' presently found either because lawful ovrners have died 
or ceased to exist .without legel successor or because determination of 
individual ownership is impractical. 

C. That ownership inter-ssts in eal property located in Germany and 
German currency or instruments of exchange payable in German currency 
will be ~xcepted • 
. D. That Jewish books, manuscripts and literature of rultural or 
religious importance wil]) be excepted and. di.sposed of pursuant to sepl"rate 
directive. 

E. That depailed inventory and tentative agreed valuatioh will be mede 
of property subject to transfer to IOCR hereunder, and transfer will be 
made upon signing of joint inventory which shall be nede part of receipt. 
2. You will permit property transfer hereunder to be· rerooved from Germany 

end Austria or to be sold therein if payment can be made outside Ger. 
and Aust. in acceptable foreign currency, notwithstanding any laws for 
control of foreign exchange, toend that maximum value be obtained therefron 
by IGCR. :: 
3. You will seek to .abtain Control Council agreement to &ispos i tion pur­
suant to terms of this directive of any property disposition of wicn is 
reserved to Control Council. Even prior to such agreemtn !fou will never­
theless execute directive and you may advise other representatives of 
Control that you are doing so pursuant to obligation assumed by your 
gover. in 8ubscri bing to Paris Agreement on reparations. 
:4. Expression "valuable personal property" as used i par. 1 of this dir­
ective shall be interpreted to exclude ordinary items of furni ture clot.hi nl 
and other p rsonal property of small intrinsic value and to include pn~.r fi 
such items of uncommon value. In determination of impracticabili~ of 
identification pursuant to parl sbupar.A abd B of this djr ecti ve rer:.-ard 
shall be had to extend. of cOmingling with other property end difficul ty 
and exp nse of determination of ownership om cpmparison wth value of 'Peo'P­
erty. All property as defined herein will be considered as fallinp: ",i thj n 
this directive and will be made available to IGCR unless available evide 
ence clearly to the contrary. You will establish such adm. machinery . 
as may be necessary to execute this directive promptly and effectively. 

Received Washington Office IGCR 20 November 1946 

From JH Hildring Assi s.tent Secretary' of State. 
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Dr. REINER HIRE 

~ 5950/1946. M. Eo .. reudelenel 

_rn&ett 'Ii ..... b-U blsou... 

ELNOKE ,':").- BudapeBt, 194 ~he 29
th 

July 1947. 
BUDAPEST, VI ... CSENGERI·U. 61 If • \ .~ (;,''r --

-)
... " 

TelefoD; 121-304 \ I'--L> 
\ 

~heAmerican Joint Distribution 

PAR I S 


VIII Rue Teheran 19. 
,. r'Rep"CCl - ­

. Dear Sirs, 

By its decree no.595o/1946.M.E. the Hungarian 
Ministry set up a commi~tee for the .investigation and safe­
guarding of taking over ar.dbringir.g home the, Je'.7ish valuables' 
abduced abroad by the Pascist gover~ent of Ha~~arJ in the last 
period of its reign of terror. 

At the proposeJ. of the Cer.tral 30ard of Jews 1.."1. 
Hu~~ary and the Cer.tral Board of Autonomous Grthodox Israeli ­
tic 2eligious Bodies in HungrurJ as the legal ~epresentative 
bodies of Hur.:garia.."1. Jer:rry, the Hu..'1garian Kinister of ?ir~a"1.ce 
appointed w!dersigned to be the president of this Cornnittee. 

In this capacity - 1..1'1 fu.ll agree!:le;:t ivith the. 
aforesaid ~1'1d~dersignedtwo Israelitic Central 30ards - I 
have tl).e honour to r:!a.ke my observc.tions and to subI:lit r::;y sugges­
tions to your reply, dated at ~y the 1 stthis year, ad6ressed 

('e:.ntr,,1 ';':''-''-:>'''·1 0"" ":"""...,.. 
,#o--

:,.~,~ ,.,:•...
,.~...,) 
~ re-~""""'-'ec.-J.. ""'0to "'-'hoLr ...... >-..i" v_.L c;o._ .:.-1\""\., .. _ ':"'"' (,,; "'" •• ;..;:) 

';n
~ 

':'.:.-
.. -

.... 
... t..;.J....--.,..,.':,,~y , ...... .,;- ........... .. 

..:...~ .... v 


ne. 

Though the HU!'1.garian Jerrry vras :"lot officially . 
inforned of the fact, we have gai:r..ed 1..1'1::ornetio!l from ne>':spaper 
c.nd. other cor:r::nunications, that the United Ih:.tions have placed

! the je"/el, Gold end other valuables of the nU!'.Garie.I1 Je\'ts,which 
",ere abduced' abroad., at the .disposal of the Intergoverr.mental 
I:efugee COL1I:lission, set up with1..'1. its fra:::lework, whereby these 
valuables would be disposed of - at a certai~ 9=oportion - by­
the AIJerican Joint Ilistribution COlII!!littee ar:d t'!2e Jewish Agency 
respectively. 

There are rather exact particular$ in our poss­
ession as to what jewels and valuables bot into the possession 
of the Aoerican and ?re!:ch occupation aut'ho~ities in !.:ay 1945, 
when the occupying troups took hold of the train - the so-called 
"Train of Gold" - and two trucks by which the ?ascists carried 
the robbed. jewels a.'1.d gold of the Hu!"~arian Jews co.broad. Accor­
ding to available protocol notes, the list of t:::ese valuables 
- \'ri th the exception of six cases of gold, which ','rere hidden 
in betVleen- "Jere as follo\'Js: 

8 cases of brilliant and pearls 
2 cases of selected nieces of brilliant and pec.rls 
3 cases of golden coins a~d bars . 
18 cases of golden j e'.1e15 . orrlar::!.er:ted rlith se::i-gems 
35 cases of golden watches for men [',nd WO!;2en 
43 cases of different objects of gold 337154 
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These valuables were placed 'on the train. end .th~~': ;:,: I 
Itrucks in, riveted cases fastened with iron!. screws and they were ",,'., 

. i 

complete and witho~t loss, when handed over apart from the, si.:.i:. ': 
cases, mentiore d in the' protocol. The. two iron cases with: ael,eq..i. 
ted brilliants a.nd pearls, ,:nu=x~lJ:XiDCa5!3!!:!lJ:Dg xttJ ~etll xm=z:·,':;'.:i ". 
!Cmos is m~ight cases of brilliants' and 40 . ca.s~s~o~,~:'~,\~: 
gold are held by ,the :'French Authorit:les.'Th~ rest of: them:'got'iri.";,:J:/' 
to the possession of' the American Authorities. Other. valuables ',<:' 
/silver, carpets ,furs etc./ axe 'also' he.l<l by the Americans",: .: y 

. ; It is beyond d~ubt ,that'"very great, yaJ.ues 'exeat:,: ... 
s~eke, Which is selftinderstood in view of the fact, that the Go-'. ;.\;: :. 
verrlnent iIi those days issue.t a- de cree aft~r the entrY of the ,Ge~- .... . 
mans,obligil1g all Jews to deliver ,their gold and: jewels." That is"' . 
how all valuable jewels and gold of the 800.000 Hu.Y>garian Je\,ffi 

. TIere concentrated. On the approach of the arnies of liberation 

these '\lI/ere dre.gged \","~2St~-:~.=d. 02: E-.. tl"2...i!: aI_cl tl'·~:·::!:~:: ",~.~i::l~ )'1."ODe:t.,. 


litarJ escort and fi.!.l!llly tl'_8y fell i."1to the ~;a::i3 of the A:c.eri­
.ce.n a.'rld French troops of occupat ion. ' 


There are !:l8-YlY, who having returned to their home;'" 

lend, .denand their valuables, which were their property or the 

inheritance of their dead relatives-.' . 


As for the rest, the Hungarian Government passed 

legal measures in a sense, that heirless valuables were to form 

the property of the Jewish Rehabilitation Fund, which is destined 

to relieve former persecutees in need. 


' 1\ The decree of the Hungarian Cabinet Meeting pro- . 
vides, that the valuables claineq. by the representatives of Je\vs, 
who resided once in Hungary but v;ho are now foreign, residents,\ 
could be stored abroad and delivered there., . . 

".;7e are convinced, that you well see the importance 

to the leadership of the Hw..garian Jewry, to have exact informa­

tions particulars and estimations of these valuables, furthermore 

to be able to dis'Oose of these valuables and· to be able to take 

weasures about these valuables on behalf of the existing owners 

or heirs resnectivelv, or in ;:r:::.:rt of sn~h on behalf o:::t the ,Jewis~1 

Ee!1uoilitc.tion ::r'und. ~ \,e s.i.;.L:c"c'';;i.y retS:ce-v to say , ti.la~ we ca.::nJ."lot 

be 'content with your communication, that you are bound by the pro­
visions of the Reparations Agre,eJ:1ent and ca.YJ.l1ot do anything with \1,
reference of our request to assure the right' of disposal to the 
leadership of the Hungarian Jewry. In our judgement, disposition 
over the Hw.garian Jewish valuables in question was granted by 
the United lIctions, .to the two abovementioned, Jewish World-Organi­
sations, not as a duty, but as a right it is' only duties imposed ' 
which are eauivalent to comnulsion. but not assured rights. This '\ 
way it is \vithin the pm','er of both;' the A•.J. D. C. and the Jewish ~. I 
Agency, to accept and to practice the right of disposition unler "1'"""'\\ 
certain conditions. Doubtlessly these .conditione should be such, rw i 
that th~ leadership of the HWlgarian Jewry is authorisedt'o dis- Cr")': 
pose over the valuables in question, as they are actually andle-:- m '. 
gitimately the representatives· of those". who' suffered- da.ma.ge. ,.' 

If the United Ifations ~ correctly and justly - did 
not regard t~1ese valuables as war-booty, but· the'rightful property, 

http:suffered-da.ma.ge


. - 3 	 Inc\ 	 ~, ; .. 

of the much-suffered and spoliated Hungarian Jews, from this 

just and correct settlement it follo,,,s reasonably, that r..either 

the interested Hungarian Jewish owners, nor the legal represen­

tative bodies entitled to act on behalf of the entire Hungarian 

Je\ITy, can consent to being deprived of their right of disposi­

tion over these valuables, which do not constitute any war-:booty, 

but the lawful property of the Hungarian Jews, This is a matter' 

of such a great importance, in which - following exactly from . 

the intentions implied in the resolution of the U~~ted Nations ­
the representatives of Hungarian Jewry must have a decisive word 

by all me anS ~ 


This applies also with regard to all acts of re­

gistration, valuation, possibil~ty of identification,investment 

or use or restitution to the ~nterested parties and the Jewish 

Rehabilitation Fund. 


We must repeat our request fully expounded in the 
previous letter of the u.~dersigned Cent~al Board of Jevffi, asking 
you to be as kind as to make a proposal to competent places, -
Vlhich \7e will do simult~eously by our ,Proposalsubmitted to the 
United states and l!'rench Goverr..!!lent - /enclosed herewith, in copy/ 
in a sense, that the lea~ership of the Hu.~arian Jewry should 
regai..'r1 right of disposition over these .valuables. 

We emphasise this time again, that we continue to. 

· att8.ch a great imnortance to an w:dersta..."lding collaboration with 


you and count u:Qon it. either. .
t 
I With regard to our instructions, to open negoti ­

ations with you on this question, we refer to the letter of the 
American Government, addressed to us, which '.'Ie er..close herew'ith

\I in copy, \vhich explicitly tells us to enter into nebotiatio~..s 
1 with the A.J. D. C. and the Jewish Agency. . 

At the same time we ask you to send. us en inven­

torJof the properties in question and the particulars referring 

to their valuation. 


How, as to the finishing part of you:r letter, 
the Hu."1garian Jevrry has ta...~en and is taking the gifts, sent and 
to be sent by the American Joint Distribution Comnittee, vdth a 
sincere gratitude ~VTe regarded this :r.aterial assistance· represen­
ting very serious sums indeed as the human and fraternal willing­
:::;.ess to help of our fortunate JerTish brethren overseas, with . 
which they wanted to keep the surviving rer.inant of European Jewry 
alive that has undergore the most terrible suf::'eriJ'l..gs and mise­

'. 	 ries of history. So rie' hc:.;e considered the part -of your letter 

referring to this subject as a co:cfort, that the Hu.n..garian Jews 

have received and can expect more of the I1Joint" than their ov-m 

values. As it 11ap:;;enes, the part of the HUl1garian Jewr"j, which 

support itself though w1der difficlut circunstances and receives 

no assistance from the IIJoint" is also reclaiming its portion. 
 ..,of the valuables in question. For our part, we reGard ~t as in­
disper..sable on the basis of w:b.at we said above t that the pauperi­
sed Hungarian Je\7ry still livi·ng mostly on the gifts of our 
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brethren abroad, sho~ud come by its rightful propert~, which it 
considers to .be a serious asset for the foundation of its future, 
the foundation of a new existence ana the relief of those suffe- . 
ring went. . . 

Asking again for your detailed 'reply and proposals, 
we 'remain 

-,, 

'\ 
( 
\ 

\ 


TIr.Ernest Munkecsi 
1,!a!":2{;cr - Dire ct or 

i 
i 

\. 
\ 
i 
i•
I 

I 


...-;::c.,.."...... ctf~ly yours 

Lewis Stockler" ,,/ 

Presit!ent 
of the 

Central "Board 
of Jews in Hungary 

N ", 



'foe 	 Mr. C. pa.... 

!.TOO rBL Am 


Rtt I 	 BecbeI' DepOII1" 

.1 aza net 8U1"e \lbetaer 7CG haft tI1U'. heard a~ dur1Dc TfIfIr vidta to PQi.a 

11bQl~ the so-ooll8d JJMhI:r DePld'- Ifh1a \M a 0U't.e1a &1II.aJD' 1A wJ.usblaa 

~ war bt tanae:r 8' a.nenJ. EUrt.BeO.ber to tbI US .usv at the u.. at h1a 

capt:u:re t.ovG"d. t.ba eDd ,of thevw. It cGlpl'1Md objoota t;Qraed ever to h1a 

~ b7 ~. Jevs as Nnaca. 


A.f\eJt long DSaotJ,aUona the US state :DepartaaDt 1mItI"ucted t.he US A.ft!¥ to tl.i:m 
. these valuablell OWJ> to the levi. AgGDl:1'. The JevUh Agellq 1n tum had an 
arra~ vith us bt \4Uoh the proceed. or tbue at"'''ts, Wsnrea1 5fJ8d, 'WV'8 
to be d1Y1ded betwee.o. the ~ aDd tbe .nx: in the ratio or that year's UlA 
t.ppaal (1 bol1na m .rOO 41% Jw1ah A.geDaJ"). 

7he actual 11qu1dat1OD at these U&eta \lU to bne baell CIl1T1ed aut 1.11 SV1ueJ'lADd 
and \be late saq. f.-~ 8.D.d Dr. PGzzIer vwe to haft dealt with 1t. .,.-•.1·~ 
rAJ'tV -wanted to bave~ to do ,,.-lth it and l' va haz:dlad, I bol.1rre, 
e=luai'9'8l1' b: llr. POItDW. 

;.!'tel" !-1r. MS,...rt. death I \4"Ote tr. POZDC" ADd .... tohi bJ h1a that the _~ 


\188 DOW beiDg haa:Ued bf his euocea.ar Mr. La... 100~ I b.I&". ba4 GIS 

excbAnge at oor.rosponde_ \lith Mr. lJIar, copie. at wh1Ah I elllClO3le 


I haw JI:aIr' Dr. SObwa:rtIl adviIJ.ed abGJ.'\ t.h.U a.a4 he bU .Wl'~ted that. I UJra 
~. Laar'. letter OftI' to ;rw tor tollCllUP vitia the tl'8A8UJ'7 DepArtMa\ of tho 
Jeviah .&geDllJ7. So tar .'·W. La..,. roterace \0 ala1- .1..n 'the proceedfI 
of the BeGber nepoe1t 1s cOllCC'lWd, :~. ·SaI:nIvb t.ellI .. tbat 1t. \U pa.r\ of 
the 1II"rIID~..nt. between JeviIh I. ~ and Joo tbA\ n:x; wul4 accep\ 1"98p01U11bUit7 
tar -ttllDc tbue ola1u .. &ad vheA t.hq W8J"e pa;\ tOl'WU'\l ... p:NVed. 
CcuoqueDt];r the CKIOt.1ngent lJ4b1l1V t.h1ch tbMI ola1u r:ep;:ueat IhClllWl D.Ot. 
conarUtute. h1.I:Id:r&bOe to the aettJaaeat ~ acoa:ata bltweA .. ~ &tid the 
JOO with ~ to the Becher r;epoett. 

, w111 1at pl..... let z::e knew 'Wbat ,.Ql learn fr<a the lIJ''nIST abea.\ thb 1tam. . 
-	 337160 
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Yr.. M. Beck.elJ1!.au, AJ.DC, P'ari's" 


:Mr. James p. Rice, unc, Ceneva 


-..,------' -I 
" 

' 
i, 	 f 

IRO io p:repa:ri~ a detailed a.n~wet·-'t2-the ,questie~-ra±se~: 
yonr Paris lQttQr No. 69. In the, meant:i..m.e, I cOon give you the 
following information. 

A, b, and c. InO reports thaI. e::::ce'Pt .£or the sum or $24,,715 
just ~cnt in by Abba Schwartz, rna ha:s paid out eTery-thi:ag 
th.a.t has come in to t!le JDC and JJ..f7P. 

The 10% due to the non-.Tew:1.zh agcnc1cc hao' ::rtil.l not been paid 
out in it~ entirety, sincp- they h~ve not ~lbmitted ~lffici~nt 
~~oj~cts. Consequently; since our share ~Qpres9nts 40~ o~ 90% 
it is s1m.ply a matter of ari~eticsta arl"ive at the totl3~l. 

D. IRO' cltim:;; tha.t they have not recei'V"ed. a statement :trom the 
U.S. aUd.1tors Priee WaterhousQ and Co, 9xcept tor the period 
en~ .Tune .J..~48. T.Ilerel·ore,; ,..LlfC'l dOAS not YAt \mew thA ti~tt.:lils 
of Ulese eAPell~~~. Pre~um~ulY however, all such expenses nav~ 
been deducted before payments were 'made to IRO., 

r 
~.·IRO now p.sttm2te~ th~t a total of ;1,000,000 will be realized 
from non-monetary gold exclus1ve of' the Italian :project. This 
includes appro.ximatel,r ~ 500,000 :fl.'OW tllenon-~unetGr.Y );olu. now 
in New York ~d an additional $ 500 , 000 to be realized from the 
assets founa in Austria. 

1lIr..!.'. Wenzel or the IRO .8.eparatlons star!, has Just w::tred !'rom . 
Austria tilat the Military- has giveu pel.~lllissio.u 1..0' selld gold 
bu12ion from ~uotrl~ to Loncon for smelting. These assets have 
been valued at $775;000 and those in the United states ware 
originally estimated at $ 700,00U. ~hUR thA ARtimatA or a nA~ 
.i:eallz.aLiull ur $1,000,.000 is conserva:tlve .. but. l'tshoUl.d be our 
or.n 	c~t::i..me.te unle:;l:! there are indieations to the cont"t-ary at 
12. la.ter datQ. 

JameS P. Rice 

cc: 	lI!r. Grube1 

Mr. J'e..cob.:sou 
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To: 

v fVV /I 
7"' ~ 

Geneva, March 27, 1950. " (!?Confidential 
( ,c 

Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz - AJDC - Paris 

Mr. James P. Rice - AJDC - Geneva 

Reparations . 

The following is a re8.l.me of the discussion with. Abba 
Schwartz in which 1{.Lr. Jacobson, Mr. ltd:l er-Rude 1 and myself 
partici1,R ted. 

1. It alian loot. 

David Rolbein is coming to Italy to inspect the loot 
in order to deterI:line whether it, is in fact laegely 
of Jewish origin. ·If tl:is can be esta.blished by Rolbein's 
exarrrination , it is expected that the agreejj1ent to 
di vide up the proceeo.s 50/50 between reparations and 
Italian v.;a:c orphans, r;::'ll be car:cied out 'iiith 907~ of 
the 5o;,~ for tte JeVli::,h organizations and l~; for the 
non-Jewish. If Holbein t s examnation inciicates that 
it is not clear vlhether the loot is substantially of 
Jewish origin SODe other formulb. for divid.ing the 
repara.ti 0 re si~:::..re 0 f the 5O;;~ will be wo 1'7.: ed, out such 
as 80/20 or 75/25. abba is ve ry hopeful the..t tbe 
Bri tii sh ·;1ill be c o:ling around" to the U. S. :;oint 0 f view 
and r;il1 not blocl: the 507~ for the repo.rations.· 

2. Li{fLtio.at::'on of Gernc.r: 'property in ItaJ,y. 

You <;:.::::'e 'JI'ob'-:.'Jl v ;:"\VC.re of the fact that Ger:-1arl pro:.::ertjF 
in I'~al;Y·is. be:.tl~ slowly li(,uidated. forr:hich Italiari 
lira is l' eceivea. USA is one of the ne. t io ns \'1!;; c11 
lje..l'tic ipatec, i:;. the B:;:'llsselsj:;..,SreeIJen'G for a.ivi d.ing up 
the p~:oceeci.6 0-: thiE J.i~.uidc::.tion li!'8,. 1he FSi;. share 
is 3ince it is the ~olicy of the TI.S. not to ~eep 
for i elf Euch fUl1G.5, Abba fea Is t .;~ there is e.. £::ood'. ~ch.ance tl::<.::.t 50).- of t!~E: lIS 25?,,, car. be obtc:.ine0, for tLe 
repal':"tions, '(jnfo!.~tur.a".:;ely, it is not clear '...'hetl:.er 
the Stb.te ~elJart;:lent could r:ci{e such a decision \:,':'"";;hout 
J}resenting the r:lE..tter to Congress in which case there 
woule. probably be st:cong congressioLal objections. In 

. any cas e, any ~~os sth i1ity of proceed.s f!'OI!Vthi s source 
is Dany r:lonthsa'way .. 

:"ile position at the present tine is tl:at l.~inister Stucki 
has not turned clOVill the re(~uest but elains '~hat :he is 
encol;ntel'ing sor.:e unexpected internal difficul"";;ies 
beca....ts e one c f tl'~e prominent pers ons of' the Sviiss Parlia­
ment, 1ir. :Dut'cvieiler, hc..s beer.. rais ine; the (,:.uestion of 
compe.r.sation to Sviiss citizens who suffered. f i.n.~J:'c ial 
losses in 3-e11nan;y &.s Co l'esult of the \'1a1". 337182 

. Last \",'eek, the u.S. i:Jegation received. instructions from 
"'iihe 8t ate :Departnent to send a sec ona. note to f.:: 110\'1 up 
on '~!l€::'irst note. Cur :,:inister, I.:r. Yincent, ~..:ill p1'o­
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bably try to get the French and the British to send 

similar notes without referring the matter to London 

or Paris respectively which might cause further compli­

cations and delays. 


Abba is going to discuss the matter vdth Kingsley to 

suggest that IRO make a d emarche with the Swiss, asking 

that the p~ent be made to reparations funds. Abba feels 

that such. a no te would carry consid erable w'eight in con­

vincing the Swiss to make a favorable decision •. He points 

out that it is extremely important that there should be 

no "1eaksP to the Swiss about these pla."1.s as this might 

seriously affect their position. F'or this reason, he 

intends to make clear to fllr. Kingsley that the. TP.C de­

. marche should be made by Kingsley hir...self and. not by hi s 
reparations sta£f.- p_articularly in view 0 f the way they 
bunglec:. the heirless assets letter. '·,:e sha.ll try to see 
Kingsley af'ter Abba .lia s seen him to dl'ive this r:crr:.e. 

100,000,000 escudcs f:::o!:l Portugal. 

Abba relJorts that in i:i couple of months this c.;.uestio i.1 

will be reactivate~. I~C will be aske~ to make a de­

marche and the help o~ the Yaticc.:n '.'iill be enli stea. 

In respect tc ?crhlg<d, he d.oes not think it wise for 

tm JeVii::h orga.r!izat:.ons to !:'lake ar.;y :'epresentations to 

the Goverf1nent. Ls ,you ~or:, the payr::el.l.-:: c:: the 

100,000,000 ?orJ.;ugese escLlci.os y,hich to'.G..ls appro:i::i...:a tely· 

$4,000,000 together :.'itl1 the first Sv;iss pa;rr::.ent a..'1d 

the hoped for secend l:a~!D.e.nt w:d ti:.l.e :Irevio-.... s Sy·;i3iish 

kroner navIT:e.r.:.t will brir..::: J~h€ total up te til e fi':,"' . .l:::-e


~ • v _ ~ 

. of ,:,25,000,000. 

Eeirless assets. 

Abba reports tl:.aJ
.; -;;'.::? A;:ericb.n Lee io ~ c:x;:ects to an.s'.-,'er" 

SOOll to theil' note 0':1 tl: 2c::c-cer. In 2.ny case, it seems 
to be f&.irl;y "feLL e 2~2.b lishel.i tt2-t "; l:€ :;:ec<.:n"..;l~' conclud ed 
tl"acle agreer::;.ent t etv;ee;l Czecr"oslovc-J.:i 8. <..:..11..i 3y;i tzerland.d id 
not contain cl:.::::nses si:::ilar "";0 "",;:':'0 ;~e j,li '\.;ne :i?olish.-SYiiss 
.'".ccorus. ThE: \ uest:o n of the te..ctic::: :..;:: \:l:e Jev;isb. or­
ganizatiom: in fo ov'!ini.;; \1:9 these J;E;r~ '..;as tr...orcughl;y' 
dtscussed. It r:as aGree-,·, \:h2..t lit""le CQL:.lci. be G2.ined by 

- cotu::lcncin£ a press c;::";:':::';G.ign. :·~ot a t;rec.."v deal could be 

h o'''e'~ -r" or 'o·~ l:,c)'ilJ;1'; n ,,- cor."-'; n'1 C>:: .....re" ,.. :"Q -:"':"'0"'" ':"'1' e '111' e ,is 
J... :::: v...... J "'""'.... :.;- ;;:r_.t. ':..J ....... _ ,-~ ..... \.4. J.! - CJ l.._ "'" __ L... u... r. ~ 


8ince nor~ ~Jr t·le threE: ,0Yerr....Llents l'_:':c '.-oi:;",: :;&sse~ a 1&.1.'.' ' • • 10r _ 

i.LU6.er. \'ihid: heil'less 2...ssets :lii.::h~; "bE; -',;urnec:. over to re­

}arations. In fact, :....c:cordi!lt; te J..b-:-:c:.., ,.8 rex as the 'C.S. 

is cOl1cel.~neQ,· i t r:.o~· c· ~.iear2 €xtrer::'.::l-" ,:01....': ti'ul t~2.t we 

csn e):l::ect favo1'z.'clec-on{;ressional acticr.l.;:;n 5'...-;'C1;. legis­

·lation. 

In thi z co~:;~e ctio I! '.',-e ciiscu::.sec. b::.~i~fl~· ti:e c..cti 0'::' t2.ke n 

orconter.:.plateci b~- other ~~"",,'..ro~;eC:.i.!'"~ co I1nt::.'i : s on i:eirlesl:l 

asset s, 337163 

1'::: S'~!eden, thers- c..-.:''Oears tC' be c.. feeble 0ssibilit-- tl"::.&..t - - - v
sO!:l€:thinG r.:l~' 1J e G-on€; al though -(he .:,',:, edes ~l,-:ir:l t::s.. t t::e:ce 
are ~:r'e.cticalL ne 8.f2"sets tll;-~; ..-ni,n7:y'V_ ~'A. ;,"'~~ -f"'(lMV'O 
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t~Jewish organizations tend to cont' irm this. In 

Swed'en, only a royal problaDl£;.tion would be nece ssary 

for favorable action.on heirlees asse-:s. ~his might be 

us~ful even thou~h the actual amounts involved are very 

snall, to use' as a precedent to Switzerland since these 

two countries as the t·wo big rSttrals, freg,uently follow 

one 'c..l1other' s lead in such matt ers. Abba sugf:,e sted that 

Si Rubin might follow up on this catter with AIr. Sand­

strom, the l'esponsible Swedish' official \-vi th'whom L1e 

has a good cont act. 


In Bollond, the rv~inister of Finance anc. the Prime ~iinist;er 

are promising to draft a le[;islation on v/hich some action 

r.1a~ be tal::en by September. 


In :::':r.gland, an aD.el'lC.cent to tl:e ~r2,o.ir:..e: \c::'"Gh the Enemy 

Ac':'", introduced by 1~r. cLan::~el' was. overv;l-.elningly defe5.ted 

'by t!::.e LaboUl' Partv, so there seens to be ·no h01)e on 

f~vo:::able actio!: fi-oD Parliar::ent. 


:::1': S2) L'. in and ::201-tug".1, tl:ere has beer: no actio nand &1)­

::'::':::"-:"'_'::'i't Ji,' no 6, eo2.rC hes • 


:r: : ":l;Sit1J:1, . there he.s been no action. 

_r: ::':ilcoslc..via, t11el"e has bee11 rJ.o. action, bu~~ ab1.:~iri a's 
u ::::::eced.E:n t '..hid::. might "0 e )ointed m)_t ':'';0 tile Swiss, 

,i.":", ":;c_J_'} 08 2/2\rc.r!.ta~~eOl~E ·to <.~f... ~: t!".0.8.·~ s"te~s' be tci:en. 
-.:-;,~ '\"; 1-' '}.~ 1 ~ 0 l' c:- ... '",''''' ·:"h '"'.:'''''0''' ~" .. - ~ l._ ~...... -: ,-,. f', ....._~ ,__ ...,~ u~_c .. ,-seQ ,.... ... ~¥Q \,. __ ve, •• v .... e11 0 .... n~sv.~ _ 

~:r.or.led;e of the l::ituatior. ir.. Y....:.t-;osla:.-:ia Z::1d his GOod 

.' cr.t<iC"';S ';iith the :}overn::-;ent. 


,-' ~':. !l:.:._I c or:.·c lU3i or: 0 f Ot~l' e:.i scussi C L \':as th at til e be s t 
':.ay 1.,.'": i:ee-:::in.;: the issue dive "i",:h t~-!·:; Sriiss ';",'ou11 be 
:;::-';'.",. '~:'£ C-o:rel'nneJ::t of :Lsl"'ael tc .:.w:e ::.'epl'ese!1tatior..s as . 
I:l~(; :;:'Gl'~'l"esej"rtc.ti"'v,e of (jr~s -:t:.€ lC"!~br;~t ·t.;::....·Ott~) of SU_I\~.riv·ing 
~. e:. • '" e ur:.6.er8t::u:c. thc.t ~l-,e inte~'!':81 c.er::or&.n',l.um ?repared 

_ 'T"'r':-:el-i..I.. 
':CY':::"!"I..!ent ':ias not very sL.tisfr::.8tc:.:':,- b'2Cal~Se it ;:,.ct-u&ll~: 
ar.;c..ec::. aGainst the 5 pOiiler csreer::ent ·c~· st&til1.S that 
"'0 ··~··-')'~oi)r';ate o-'.~"r,""is:,:,· e Y -i <:,.+.:>r' ~"f"\ .." hc: .... c'. 1i n·7 tbe ':r'oceed-s 

~1~ ,,;oJ ............ ...; ~ _'_I. V t:; ........ ':"'\-'eU':"_ '7 . .=.·.· ..... ... 1 ~ ,;,...; ""·,-·-1'+....,0"'7'..... "'_..... J.i.J v tre __ 1;;,.0.
...? _ ' ",,,hJ' -c+'.J ...... '" _ t:...c:;:;.- _Jc, ..... ''''c ..... """ 

... _ c:;:;.;!.:._ •. .J.. ~'-lc....J.J._.a ..... _~Io.., u_u ___ .""~ ... \,,.i,. __ C .I. .;~ 

0: h.eil'less assets. If the J ewL h 0r;a'1iz a.tio ns should 
a:..;ree to let tte Israeli Govern::.el~t take i.:;lle lead in . 
::;hi8 I:1c~tter, it V·Ollle. be r:.ecesso.ry -~o !!12.rl very carefully 

'. i t~ t;;'_e Isre::.el Lef;:c:..l ::.Jepc.rt;::ent . 

.i.e'.):...;. tl-.:.inks that :.sddie:f.l..rbu:'g ::::.houlci \"n-~'Ge a note on 

this to hl~. Lc.Cloy to try to get a favorable decision. 


3371Bt} 
..•.. €; (~.iscusse6 briefly vrl th ~:.bb a the (:u0;stio '(-. of res:;on­

si0::' Ii ty for r el-'8ratio~ s c.fte:' :::1:0 ;oes out of busj.ness 

i!i :.·arci11S51. l:t'f!as -,.bba's ~ug£.estio!! tl::.at it '..ill 
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probaDly be best· to let IRO maintain its resporsibility 
until. they are fi~ally li<;.uidated which will take many 
months after IiLarch 1951. There is also the possibility 
that responsibility for reparatiors cculd be turned over 
to. the High Commissioner who will take offj.ce in Janmry 
1951. But this would depend very much on 'who the High 
Cor.~issioner is and the nature of his staff . 

. I I • 

, \..beY ,} 

James P. Rice 

cc: l.:i'. (.~ e::G!0; ~~. J ac cbs 0 n 

Lr. ::: ....ell er-:.uclel 

:.:1' ...·..co:::. SCLlNartz 
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FebrwU71, 1951 

TOI Hl-. H. Katzld. 

From: Jerome J. Jacobson' 

Re: Reparations 

I) 
I note your Paris Lett~. 564 ot J8.n~ 1951, to Jim:ny 
Rice asking. for clari.f'~on. Dtuing ~ to Washington I 
talked with SY' Dubin on this question on the basis of which t.b.e 
answers to Y'ourquestions v.ill appear to be as follow: 

(1) The 500 mUlion lire up for distribution represent' reparations 
funds or German property found in Italy and accordingly will be . 
divided under the reparations agreement 90% for Jewish purposes 
and 10% for non-Jewdsh purposes. Hence, und5, our agreement with 
the JAFP we would receive 40% of the 90% or )V% of the tot.al.. 

(2) The 90,000 Swiss francs appear~ to be a portion of the loot found 
by. the U.S. 6 th Army and is therefore not a portion of reparations. 
Unfortunately the U..S. Army gave the British equal control over this 
loot, in fact giving them. one of the k87s to the vaults. The British 
have therefore driven a bard bargain to the effect that·;o% of. the loot 
go tor the Italian war orphans and that the other 50%, 'While used for 

. reparations. purposes, should not be used strictly in accordance with 
the terms of the reparations agreement since it is not controlling.) 
UIlier these circ'UID.Stances they insisted, and apparentJ..y have won, that 
of the ;0% available for reparations use half go to Je~sh purposes 
instead of 90% and the other half' to non-Jewish purposes. Thus 25% 
of the total would be available tor Jewish purposes of which under 
our agreement. again with the JAFP we would be entitled to 40% or 10% 
of the total. . '. . 

I th:i,nk you will find Jimmy Rice's reply confirming these tacts. 

Incidentally, it was a long drawn out dispute between the State Depart­
ment and. the Army on whether or not property taken bY' the 5th A.rmy 
constituted loot or prize of war. If it Was the latter it vas eat~ 
the propertY' 0 f the· Army 'Whereas it· it were loot it was subject to' control 
by the State Department. 

J. Jacobson 

3371R6 
JJJ/bf 


- cc: Mr. Bec.kel.man 




.: ! 
~;- ... 

CCNFIDENT ill 

- ----,._----­

2 

\ r- - I 

( l';! G: 

To. : Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz - AJDC -=-New""'Y'O"rk 
From: Mr. James P. Rice - AJDC - Geneva 

Re s Reparations. 

I received some information en an unefficial. and cenfi­
dential basis,abeut the pessibility ef receiving new 
_p~ents frem Reparations F').lllds. The ind.irect seurce 
of this information is i,.bba Schwartz wee, as you knew,- is sometimes sensitive abeut making reports about 
reparatiens possibilities until he is rrepared to. d.e so. 
veluntarily. I therefore leave it to. your judgment 
as to hOYi you nay approach Abba in this matter. On . 
the ether hand , it may be that yo. u yeurself are already 
au ceurant. 

I have been infermed. that the U.S. ·State Depu-tment has 
agreed to turn ever to. InC fer reparatio m purpeses the 
sum ef 500,000,000 Italian Lira which ef ceurse weuld 
1:E dividea en the usual 90/ - 10;, basis. (. e cia no. t 
knovY' at this peint '.'.hether the ceunter value ef this 
sum v,'il: be deducte. by the state :'erartI:l.ent and. the other 
{~lies from the 8l!:ount which they presu.r::J.ably are still 
expecting the SwLs to. pay.) This weuld. mean for JDC 
the 36~,; of 500,000,000 lira er IBO,OOO,OOCLira. I 
was teld that it may not be abselutely necescary fcir us 
to receive this sum in Lira if lEe found it pessible 
to. cenvert it en eux behalf to. other currencies. It 
is Qo-u.btful hewevel~ that we ceule:. receive a..o;.;)' e~- this 
in cellats since for its ewn purI;oses L:C: is e'otai. ninL 
th2 Lira ','hieh it nee(s through it S ,1:1 :c~,:e;: sterling. 
It was f-u.rthel~ rc; o:::'teci :that Ab ta c::..;:i-, : <.:..VC: ::8 :!:beil1 are 
cominG to. uropc 8o:.;n an( will IlakC i'ir.c.l arr[,.nge!!~ents 
f8r the Italifiri loot. 

Hew much is involved, no one seems to. know as yet, and 
perhaps no ene will know until such title as the various 
iteI!l£: are serted eut, ,converted, smelted, or seld as 
the case may be. However, it has be en agreed that the 
divisien of the proceeds of the Italian loet will not 
be made on the usual 9ey;, - 10%, basis. Instead, 5~ will 
be given to. the Italian Gevernment fer aid to War erphans 
and 50% '\>ill go. to. IRO for reparatiens. This 50~:, in 
turn will be divided tip with 505~ fer nen Jewish agencies 
and 50% for the Jewith organizatiors. ?resumably, ,;:.:e 
woulc, divide with the Jewi, h agency our share of the 337167 
507: ef th e IRO 50;;:; on the usual. 60 - 40 basi s • 
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Another item which is probably only of nominal value which 
will b3 made available for IRO reparations is a qucntity 
of watches, said to be two oases which are in possession 
of the military authorities in the Eritish Zone of Germany. 
Bo one knows what condition the watches will be in after 
a long period of storage, nor whether any part of. tte m are 
gold watches in which .case tm y vlould of course have oertain 

'intrinic value. Presumably t v,:hat ever 1:hese l1atches m8¥ be 
i','orth will be divided on the usual 90;: - 10% basis. 

You will also be interestec to know that IRQ ha.s decned 
that the non-Jewish organizaticns will no longer have the 
eligibility of recipients of reparations assistance checked 
'by IRO itself. Inf3tead, after such cases. have bean cleared 
by the ~erlin Control Center, the non-Jewish organizations 
themselves will have full responsibility for determining 
cligibility. Perhaps t his point should h:! followed up 
further 'because as you know, up t: nov:, the non-Jewish 
organizations have been aole to spen,. their share of're­
parations only by ad optinb rather generous standards. 

1. Theirefore, if any fur the r SUbstantial funds be c c:me .avail ­
i able, \'.'e and the Jewish Agency had hoped that the non-
i Jewir:h organizations would fini i:, 6.ifficult to spend their 
j share m d that in conse"uence Y/e· co.le. ask e1 ther thatI the unspent portion of the 10% be turned over to the Jewish . 

~. organizations, which is 'What Rudelwants, or as 'r;e have pro­
I 1'.osed, used to aid certain J €:wish victi:::r:.s of the Nazis •.i If the non-Jewish organizations are to be given wide lat3:­
1 tude in determini!lf; eligibility, they will probabJ.;y have 
! nod.ifiicu.1ty in finding '.;i:iYs to spend the money. 'l'his 

will of course create further difficulties f'Jr the J.~C 
o!, and the JAFP \':ith thevarious Jewi~h clainar.ts ofrepara­

tions funds viho feel that it :'e unfair that non-Jews 
receive substantial indiv i6.uul gra.nts v·~hile they, the 
l~eal YictiLls 0:' t.te Nazis, al'C !'efusecl. 

Jaoes ? !\ice 

337188 
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Mr. s. Sbl.rgor 
Tbi AMr1can Joint Distribution CCIIII1ttee 
119, rua st. Dani niq1l8 
Paris 7 

Dear Mr. Slargo, 

ae ·G...lar d.~~t1 
W8 are 'Pleased to Warm :you ttat at long last the last remnants of thB 

deposit. in our possession bave 'I:leen sold•. 

In aoo01"d.a.nce with an agreement bet'l(Oen U3, you a:re to receive 5~ ot tba 
proceeds after deduction at all expenses. . . 

In the letter of our Bead OffiCe Hr. 131/4/238 at JUl'l8! 5th, 1952, we 
informed your of'tiee in .Terusalam. of the proceeds of tha tirst pu.-t ot the 
Becher deposit. Enclosed to that 18tter 'lAS a cheque ot IL. 7,318.3C11, 
representing the counterval118 of $20,491.26, that is to sa,., 5<l' of the 
proceeds netto ot the firfIt part 01 the said deposit. Our Head Office 
also sent to your otfice in Jerusalem tull deta1l.s ot hov that arrived at this 
f'1gure. 

As to the secom plrt, the expenses vere as f'ol.loVs : 

During the year 5712 tor storage alXl insl.lI"8l'lCe ~ These 
expenses wre in respect ot the six months eJXling 
September 19!)2; the first s1'x months were ah-eadl1n­
cluded in ,the f'1rst settlement as mentioned above) ••••••••SFr. 390.60 

During the year 5713 storage, insurance & tree port •••••••511". 781.20 

nDuring the year 5714 " • •••••••Sh• 788.95" 
In addition ~. bid tp IA:r custaDs dut:r totalllng •••••••S11". -5,J90.95 _ S 11,
(iiU-tlift'tuDrid suoseqli8ntl1') as vall as tee~ ;;4 I r.1 ( 
tor the official val.uer a.moun.t~ tCL............ ~ .........Sh.};) \, ~l$..-

"'~, ..-.-~----.-.-- ~ 

All our expenses totalled 511". 8,069.70 
-======= 

, i\J 
· \) . ,~ 1\ C: .. \ . 

\ '•. •/'2 ••• / ' 
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w. l1.1COeeded 1D. aell.iDg tha valuable. tor an 

amount exceed1J2g the offio1al est1ute, i.e. ~ •••• Sh. .t.6,000.­


RefuDI of J.ux:ar:r tax a:ar-d custom dues •••••••••••• Sr.r. S,TlS.­

Sl,Tl5.­
lAss 8Xp8D3es (see page 1) ••••••••••••••••••••• SFr • .8,069.70 

Total net proceeds, that is to as:r $lO,l64.O2 = 
a:l •• =•••••• 

sQC 10ur alare * -­ _ .. _--­_.......... 

We a:re pleased to 1nt'011D YOU. tm.t 'W8 baTe todq cradited your account 

with tha amcnmt or $ 5,082.01. 

We had to refer thia credit to the approva1 at our- Head OU1Ce in 
Jerusalem am the)" have accepted our suggestion that you should be oredite~ 
with this 8lIlO'Illlt in Dollars am DOt in I.L. 

For )"Our tiles 'W8 emlose tvo Ottice Memos in this :matter in Hebrew; 
as vell as SOIDS correapoDience in this res~ct. 

We would apprec:SAte it it )"OU were to confi:rm. to us the receipt ot 

this letter. . 


With kind personalresards. 

Joers sincere~J . 

Em-opean Treasu:q 

~: TreaSUl7, Jerwsalam 

BZS/J'C 

.. baniwritten b)" Mr. Sh3.rgo. 

Should be'!ll% according to the agreemntvith the J.A. 


~ \0 5.s. 

-~. 
~' 

~ 
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!OJ 	 Mr. C. pa.... 
AJDC rEt Am 

~~Depoe1D 
, '\ 

I sa not 8tJ1'9 wheta.. Tcu haft ewr heard 1lrqtbJ.Dg du:r1D,g p:ur .'..ris!ta to ~ 
abou.t the Bo-oeo.Uecl Becher Deposit. Thil WI a cert&1a amcunt in valuS~', 
~ Oftr ~' taauar 18 GeJ1eZ'al. KUrt Becher to the US Arrrq at tho t1me 'of bU., 
oapture tc:Nard the eDd at the var., It. cceprlaecl objects tur"tJed 0V8l" to h.1a 
oh:1e.tlT b;y HuJlgal':1AD Jev. &8 1"111'18_. 

Atter long rl8goUaUou the US state Deparilaent imltructed. the US !rJ1I1 to tuna
then valuableI cmtr to tho Jewish Ag8nq_ The Jewish AgollC7 in tm:n bad all, ' 
arrangement. with ,WI 'b7 Wich the proceeds or these asaets, ...nen realised, Wl'8 
to be divided between the Agency and the J'OO in.the ratio ot that yoar's UJA. 
Appeal. (I bellave m JOO 4'»- Jev1Jlh AgeJ101). \ 

The actual liquidation r,t these asset3 vas to gave been carried O'J:!J in SVltzerlaDd 
-.Bi the late 5&17 Mayer and pre Posner \19r9 to have daalt 'With it. Mt'. ~ 
nevarwnted to have sJVtlUng to do ,dth. it and it 'Was handled, I believe, 
exclusiftl.y bT Dr. Pozner. 

lJ'ter 1·~. )"18;yer' 8 death I \Il"ote Dr. Por.ner and vas told by hil4l that the natter 
WS Dcrw being ha.o:U.ed b,y his successor Kr. tao:r. Accord.ingl.y I have had an 
exchange of correspondence \lith Hr. tear, oopies of' \lhioh I enclose. 

I haw kept or. So.hwrtz adv1:H\\d about thh and he bas n<:Nl r'3qU.estod that I tura \.,) 
Kr. Laar'fJ letter anr to you tor toUtN-Up with the Tl"eIlsur:r Depe.rtment at tha 
Jewish Agenq. So far as Hr~ Laar' 8 reteruce to claiu against the prcceea 
of the Beaber Depod.t i. ConC8rDed~ ~. Schvarts tell. _ that it wu part ot 
the AlTanl:.'1UII8J1'\ between Jevilh Agone,. aad JOO that n.x:; vould accept reapou1b1l1tr 
tar Mttling theM 'claw .e aDd 'Wb8D the7 vere put tONard and prared. 
COI1Rq\1.eJl'\:q the oont1agen.t 114b1l1V 1d11ch thue oJ.a:laa represent should no\ 
carurti:tut. a hiJ:ldrance to the aettlemfmt ot accOWlta betwfm. tho AceI:lC1 aM the 
Joo vith 1'6apect to the Becher cepoeit. 

WUl iGU plw80 let me know \/hat you l.arn frm the Agenq about thi. ita. 

1\ECEIVED BY 'THf: . l' 

, "," \";;,' ",.II-.Nt \.I' !J "0_1-'-"11'(·COU:-\T\0;'t " :', '0;) , 1'1.... ~...,~ 
~\., 	 •• J 

O~___.:.-----­
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I .. not 8't11"e vhetti,ar ,.on haw $"II8r beard a~ c1ur1JIg ,-cur :Y1sit.a ~ PIt.., 

about the 8o-o1\lled Becher Deposit. Th1a vas a Cfl't&1I:l IllI.QDlt 1ll valuabld', 

)anwd cmar by tCll!UllJO 88 General KUrt Becher t.o the US A:rm;r at tho time O't bJ"t.. 

oapture toward the end or the var., It ccmpr1aed, objects tm"ned OVU' to h:!a 

ohiatl¥ 'b7 ItUJlSarlan Jews as I'8Jl8C111. 


1tter long rsgotiaU.. the US state oepartl.tent 1natructed the tTS Anq to tun 
,theae valuables 0'1'81' to tho Jewish Agellt!f1- The Jetlish ASODC7 in Wrn had an. 
arrangemeut. withua bT W.1ch the proceeds o:t these aSlJ&ts, l4len r eallsed, vera 
to be divided between the Agency and the .n:x:: in th& ratio ot that yea:r t s UJA. 
Appeal (I belis'ft m .rOO 4'J1.. Jev1ah Agenay). \ . 

The actual liquidation ot. the,s 8aset:J vas to l;tave been carried a.r.fJ in S'WltsvlADd 
.00 the late salT Mayer and Dr. Poz!I6r wre to bAve daalt vith it. Mr. ~ 
neverwnted to have aJVtlUng to do 'trlth it and it ..,as herxUed, I belleve, 
exol'lUlivelT b;r Dr. pozner. 

lJ'ter Hr. ¥.t8yer t IS death I 'Wrote nr. POf'.ner and vas told by hiJl: that the nattar 

\AlS DeN being handled by his suceesear Mr. Laor. ACc~ I have had an 

exchange Qf correspoodence \lith ~tzo.Laar'J oopies of vhiah ! enoloee. 


I have kept Dr. Sohwartz advised about thl!1 and he bas nOW' r~stod that I tura 
xr. lAar' a letter anr to)"ou tor tollov-up vitil the treeS'Ill7 De:pe.rtment of tb.tI 
J8ldsh .Age1lG7. So tar as Mr. Laar'8 retenDce to c~ against the prcceecU 
at the Becher Depoe1t 11 concerned, ::-. Schvarts tells me that it wu pArt ot 
the UTUt:.....n. between lavish l\genc;y .Ad JOO that JDC vould accept retrpOna1b1l1tT 
tar IIOtiling theN 'claw a. and 'WbIJl the7 wre put tOl'VCd and prowd. 
cOnIMqUeat.,q tbe oant1ngent liIlbUttJ Wich theea claiIUI represent should no\, 
conrrtitute a hiDdr'lnce to the aettJeme.tlt ot accamts be~ the AgellC7 cd the 
JDJ with 1"6lpect to the Becher r.epoa1t. 
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11th ~,'1.950. 

'fo. 	 He.tquarters Oashier Branch. 

?rom. 	 I.BeDlloll, 
Office ot the Oomptroller. 

Subj ect I ~nt from Reparation Pu.nd. 

~he Director-General has approved the distribution of the Bum of 
SW.Frs.670.000 (Six hundred and seventy thousand Swiss !ranee) 
available for disbursement from Reparation Pund, representing 
l?roceeds realized from liquidation of non-monetary Gold assets 
(currencies) by Julius Bltr and Company, Zurioh, as unders 

1. Payment of Swiss :Francs241.200 (fwohundred 8.1ld f'orty one 
thousand, two hundred Swiss francs) to the American Joint 
Distribution COmmittee, representing their share (:;61') of' the ' 
total. 
The Committee request payment to be made for 'their account to tl:e ~ 

Banque 	,Popu.laire Suis se , 
Geneva. 

2 • 	 The sh are of tiE Jewish Agency tor Palestine amounting to 
Swiss 	tn3J).CS 3610800 (Thre'e hundred ands~ one thousand and 
eight 	hundred Swiss francs) representing 54~, of the total amount 
of the 	Sw.f're,670~OOO is to be withheld and transferred from the 
I.R.O. Swiss Franc Reparations Account to I.R.O. General Account 
and oU-sot 8tJLinst aga1nst the advance of $400,000 made to the 
Jewish Ai!fJ ncy for Palestine by I .R.O. 

3. " Theaum o::tSw.frs.67 t OOO (Sixty sewn thousand Swiss fran-c: 
representing the share (1Q%) due to the Non-Jewish AgenCies to be 
credited to the Non-Jewish J.genc1es Account. 

Mr. J.D.K1~ley'a approval (inoriginal) dated 8th March, 1950, 
is attached herewith. 

E. Benson 
for Comptroller. 

cc. 	Dr.G.G~R'Ullma.nn 

Mr. ~:choleB 


Mr. Rice AJDC. 
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8'th JIaroh, 1950. 

M~. J. Donald ~lel 
Dtrector-General. 

G.G em]) Jman n, Dire ctOl," f Depa.xrtment of 
Protection, Mandate and Reparations. (8gd.G.G.K.) 

SUbject. , PAYMEITS FRCIl REPAltAfIOli 1fUBDS 

Approval.is requested for the distribution of_.670.0CO Swiss 
Francs (six hulldred and seventy thousand) which has-just been 
received from the proceeds otc liquidation of non-monetary
gold (currencies) from JUlius Bar' & Companw, Z'xrich. 
Tbis sum will be distributed as follows~ 

AJDC Swiss Fra.241.200.-- approval for p~ent 
requested 

II IIJAFP 361.800.- this will' be an 
additional off-set 
8@. inst the advance 
of $.400,000 .made to 
JAFP from IRO General 
Funds. 

IIl<YJ' Agencies " 67.000.- to be credited to non­
Jewish 'Agencies acct. 

I would, tberefore. appreciate your approval for the payment of 
Swiss Francs 241,200 to AJDC. and the payment of the equivalent 
in dollars of Swas Prancs ,61.800 to IRQ Genernl :Funds. 

Approved. 

J .D.K':1ns! ley. 

8/3/50. 
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Dr. lmery, Reiner / Budape~t, VI.Csengery-etreet 61/, 

legal adviser vicepresident ot the Central Board ot tJ:e Hungarian 

Orthodox J ewa, who {has been designed by the Hungarian Minister ot . 

Finance to be president ot a jewish commission including 12 members, 

which has to bring bac:k the jewish valuables dragged away - in the 

first line the so-called Gold-Train - possesses the tollowing data. 

concerning 	the.cont~nts ~t the Gold-Train: 

There were following jewelry, gold money, gold bars and 

golden jewels in the waggon dragged away: 

Brilliants, jewels, pearle 8 cases. 

Brilliants / choice/ and pearls 2 iron cassettes 

Gold money and gold-barS 3 cases 

Golden objects adorned witp baif­
. 	 jewels . 18 cases 

Golden watcbes . 35 cases 

Golden objects / chains, bracelets, . 
etc/ . 46 cases 

The two cassettes with choic~ brilliants and pearls, further 

4 cases with brilliants, jewels and }:earls, further 40 cases containing 

golden objects got into French possession; the remaining values mentioned 

above were taken over by the Ame:rieen ,err:r.y. 

The complete list ot the contents ot the Gold-Train is 

enclosed. 
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\ 
This list is make~ only remembrance, while 
the original otticilist is by Tcildy Arpad
lb!. is the master ot the otficial / an we 
donlt know,wherepos.sible find him. ' 

/
/ 

700.216 Edifice stons 
113.513 
213 0 613 

Porcelaip 
,Carbon 

220.551 Plank 
123.359 
75.395 

lJO.324 

Silver, Carpets, f!a1k, stick 
Carpets, gold 
Persons, Carpets 

95.182 It It 

125.158 It " Gold 
24.014 

268.738 
Persons trom Szombathe1y 
Silver, Persons 

3.771 
6.970 

Gold money, 
Persons 

gold watch, money ot the otrle, carpets, diamond 

78.155 
51.038 

218.040 

Carpets, persons, gold 
the gUards
Kitchen 

155.170 Persons 
91.482 Dress, Cloth 
7.303 
6.533 

191.307 

' Cloth,dress, gold 
Silver, gold, cloth 

n type'writers 
69.142 It 

\ . 134.715 ' It 

\' 144.COO It 

129.111 Carpets, silver, gold 
136.632 

55.430 ailver ,gold " 
174.137 It " 

120.062 Porcelain . 
102.739 Things ot the museumtrom Gy5r 
207.557 Silver 
130.064 It 

42.783 Carbon 
15.234 benzin cans (emp~), an rublich 
97.999 Carbon' 

127.260 Silver ' 
11320599 It 

94.150' 
763.016, 

It Carpets , 
Hay VII.12-enkicserelve D.B.44036 szamu vaggonra 
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Re: , 

~-.-- ..-...... 	.... .. .' ':: ......:.........~~---...:....>.......-----~-.. ~.~ ~ 


JI63,f:, .Off( 'if- r:J l- • . .. \ 

\ I C~· G 
Geneva, S ep-' t-e-m-be-r- .-·1-:9....:·;-.1-9-4-9-.-·--·--·-=----·-~...,·'\--_. 

AIUItICAN JOINT DISTIlieIiTlOIl. COM"'ll" 

. Letter No., t,?Z7~.~·:, ~~-.;\ ~~~~~~_I', RUE IlU MONt-IVlNO CSt.. ... _"J \ I 	

90~ ': 
To: Mr. M.W. Beckelman - AJDC - Paris 


From: Mr. James p. Rice AJ DC -. Geneva . nvJ () 

.. . . J 

I note. in your Paris letter No. 3393~t:~mber ·l~ih~t;~~
inform Mr. Leavitt that there is only ~-50,OOO.OO in non-monetary 
gold out of 'the $775,000. 

I am sorry to say that the amount is only il~QOO~ Apparently 
~rou misunderstood this 'when I explained it to you' by phone. Ob­
viously, this makes' the whole affair even le'ss interesting from 
our standpoint. On the other hand, it might still be worth vmile 
to discuss it informally' with Abba, not o~y for possible future J 

, . .:." 

allocations from Italian loot, 'cut in order to make sure that 
AbbSl'is aware of how the gold might be used. 

I am informed that most of the $775,000 is in gold and silver" 
numisma tic and non-numi sma tic coins ?'hich 'are sold thru JUlins 
Ear Co in ,Zurich, presumably' at the highest worlci. market lJrice. 

In, the meantime, I shs.l2. not request IRO to proceed with the 
]jquidationuntil I receive further written instructions from 
you. 

Incidentally, if the ~1,4·00 ,000 in diamonds are declared as' 
part of reparations, would a direct ·transfer to Israel be in­
terestiug to us and the Jewish Agency, in view of the diamond 
iridustryestablished there? ; 

I arrr sBnGir:.g c. COf-'JT of this metnorar..cUm. (j.irectly to Mr. L~aYitt, 
so he will be aware of the ~isundersta~din~.atout the E15,OOO 
instead bf ~50,OCO in non~monetary gold • 

. /
rJ'~ 

l~ 
, James p. Rice 

cc: 	~r. M.A. teavitt 

~r. J.J. Jacobson 
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::,'J)r ~~gene 
Mr. Maurice M. 
Dr. NeheJl1ah RobllLna•• 
Mr. Eli Roek 
Mr.' Joel H • 

.,. 

~~,~~~fr 
i 

1 

r-\, 
EXTRACT 01, 

Notes .r Meeting of the lour Organisations 
.held on Mal 3rd, 1949, at, the JDC office•• 

Present verel 

) 

{
, 
! 
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r;NitlJ' 

OFFICE OF THE 


REPRE5ENTATIV.E 


TO THE UNITED NATIONS 


n)"~ 

ISRAEL 

June 24, 1949· 

.'" -- .. ~ 
-.~-- _..,--' ­

\ i . -\ 
. \ 

Mr. J. Schvar:. , .. ' • . . ~ 
American Jewish JO.int D1atrU-lltionCocmittee ,./ 
270 Madison Avenue .~ .'. . ~S \;I 
New York, N.Y.' . 

Dear gr. Schwarz: 

In persuance to our conversati"on"of yesterdq in the 
question of restoration of the French part of the Hun~rlan 
Gold Train, I beg to forward to 70U copies of Jtq memorand:ilm 
to Mr. E. Kaplan with two enclosures. 

I have conVeye~Mr. Kaplan·your views on the question 
Which I fully share with you. 

GR/ml. 
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,154.24 
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/ 
INCOMEt 

Harohnndia!ng Advisory OOMit.teet 1,!fOO,OOO.~ 
. D. MoritO.su,o. & q.o., 	 1~O~7,d'S.8) 

Juliua Bar&: Co. I 	 14,450~9d 
l-!lsoellaneou8 	 302.2~ 2t572,612.OS 

n;x:PEUDr~~1 
Do{tUB80., Frankturt. . 1,820.-:­
Trruts.fara .to Liquidation F.!cperuIe a/o 220,OOO~­

Expend!turs roimburffablf. to rna .. 2,',S.2£! m.l1!L26 


If,... Inqom, AvaiMblg . 2,~.A33.78 2,113. ~90.40 	 234,84'J.~ 

DUburJ!olllW\trl to Voluntary Sopiat.uo 	 2, 112, 167. a6 
. Je'lrl.sl\ AgenolufJ 2,089.5.39.6.(
Hon-Jewish Agenoiea 

J!.alAno!! Aml~blot. 235.665.90 24,050.~ 	 2it,61$.34 

:! . 
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Eeckelman, AJDC, Paris 

James P. Rice, AJDC, Geneva 

Ie, RUE ou MON1-IL"NC 

TO: Mr. M. 

FROM: Mr. 

Ngn-M.Q!]&.t§:rl Gold 
.:.- .-~ ..-- ..-- ... -... ~-"'-~"- . .,. '\'.--- -' 

~ , \ 

IRO is preparing a detailed answe~~j;p,_the questions raised"in' 
your Paris letter No. 69. In the meantime, I can give you the 
following information. 

A, b, and c. IRO reports that except for the sum of $24,715 
just sent in by Abba Schwartz, IHO has paid out everything 
that has come in to the JDC and JAFP. 

The 10% due, to the non-Jewish agencies has still not been paid 
out in its entirety, since they have not submitted sufficient 
proj ects. Consequently, since our share represents 401f1 of 90% 
it is simply a matter of arithmetics to arrive at the total. 

D. IRO claims that they have not received a statement from the 
U.S. auditors Price Waterhouse and Co, except for the period 
ending June 1948. Therefore, IHO does not yet know the details 
of these expenses. Presumably however, all- such expenses have 
been deducted before payments were made to IRO. 

E. IRO now estimates that a total of $1,000,000 will be realized 
from non-monetary gold exclusive of the Italian project. This 
includes approximately $. 500,000 from the non-monetary gold now 
in New York and an additional $ 500,000 to be realized from the 
assets founu in Austria. 

Mr. Wenzel of the IRO Heparations staff, has just VI,rired from 
Austria that the Military has given permission to send gold 
bullion from Austria to London for smelting. These assets have 
been valued at $775,000 and those in the'United States were 
originally estimated at ~ 700,000. Thus the estimate of a net 
realization of $1,000,000 is conservative, but it should be our 
own e~timate unless there are indications to the contrary at 
a later date. 

James P. hice 

cc: Mr .. Grubel 337)81
Mr. Jacobson ro n~ 

~ 



l 

,I 

1ebroar,y 7t 1949 
/ 

0,. !qt :,Je;'. J. laplan 
~I; JJ.i4eon Batul 
~"r; . . 
~, to O\U" connnaUOll thi••ora1lIg n tu l'reDCh pan of the HnDgal'ian 
GolA bab. I bee to 'gi" you the foUoviDg informations 
~4_~. . . . 

l:.t,A;.oJ'd.1nc to'a ftport printed. 1n tu 1'." Tol'Jt.:~. of ~Ilber.'~t l~ .• 
t:li::!(~OW enclo.eel) hea4e4 IHgDP'tT ~orle4 X..,~·l...• 00141 • JohJl .. 
lit ~o~. Iw Tq,k.~. lpeOi~.o~~QJI4a.' 1JL .11~.\he. J.2-.oh 

1:.•;! Q9."'~'~'~,;o iM ~~~~~.o.t ~•.. 0014 ......•. 
'((::'!J,~ which ·hIu1.fall_ h~o tha1rha:D4a......~ .. ~.'h1. ~"t who, . 
'(i;'<~." p~...'b17 the .to~~ Brmprian K1nl~r ,t. ~•. Rr. ~.vho ,':, 
·:Ci';.~pt4 troa.=a at the cd. ot~.J',~~~~, .\he.~ ~ . 
.:;:.'.'\~4 ~olib~:~ . . \,. ot. go)." .w. a~lv .t J .... ~• .a.col'diDC ' . 

'0 our prerlCJU.I 1J1foaai1OD., th.t JI:rach ~ ot \hit Gold. f.ra1n conailte4 
,{?::•.•t>8 tntcht.·oan,41ontalll1Dc go14 lID4 \he moa' w.luable Jenb7_" .'&110.1.1* ~alW1" .IU...t_ t.ha\ ~ .lrach ~. vaa the by tar 
.• ;' ...~ Y&lua~lt pan ot 1M 'rain. 

- 2,·~,<:",.~·Ji~ Tork: ~~nporl fD.rl~r .cn~taw.·\hat ~ 1l1mprl~ ,'. ". 

" QoTen-nt retne. to return thi. propeJi7 to it_ lavttU· OWUft or \0 ilie . 


.revs.Sh COIlJI\1J11'i al prarlW under lhmga.ria:A "ati tQ ion law ot 1946. 


3•. ·::J~ Xq l~ I negotlaW in Bt14apeat aa &gr..ent wUh Mr. lakod. Depu\y 
. hble Mini.ter. which nipulate4 ,hat the Hlmgarian Government requalt, 

.tu db'ecton ot the Jewish .lcancy for Pale.Une to inte1"'f1n1e vith the 
coirpetent authorUie. of the Allied Pown and to malee their in:tluence . 
prna11 in the intere,t of the nlea.e and restitution of Jev1ah properly 
carried abroad from Htmgary dur1:n& the h.ciat penecuationa 'so thai 
th••e a ..et. ~ sern the purpo•• of the .ocial and. financial restUution 
o:t' Jeva who fell victima to the abo". per.e~iona·. Upon the inatrtlction, 
ffOIl Mr. lakod thedOCUlnent vas eigned by Prllle Mini.ter hrenc Iagy 
(photostat attache4). It 'Wall Mr. Bako.l t I olear dimd.entandil18 that the 
property vould not be returned to Hunga17. but uaecl for \he re.ettlement 
Gf Jeviah Re~e. abroad, -inlT in Palestine.' !he Rrmgarian Government 
at that ti•• waa negoUating vith the Allied .A:a,\horUle. in Ge1'llllLD1' and 

. " , --- Auetria tor the releaae of Hwlgarlan property Yhich .. came4 avB\Y b7 
the Basil 1n a111l1lar clrcumatanc.s a. \M Jev11h prope:rt7. Mr. lako.l 
uri4entood that our negotiations vi th the Allied. ju:thorUle., parUculari~ 
with the U.8., would paTe the ~ for mece88M ugot1&t10... bet"..n 
the lfungariaa GoTel'Dlll8Jlt aD4 the U.S. In fact in 191f6 aner ve obtained 
from the state Department the relea.e of the Javish propenT. an Hun&arlan 
Government Miesion, including Mr. Bako&l, visited. the U.S. and obtained 
the "lea,. of about $).5,000,000 RuDgarian gold kept in J'rankturt AIM•. 
On hi. va:r back: from the U.s. Mr. Rakosi contac~ed. 1M in LoJldon to conver,y 
hia gratitude and aati,fact1on for the a.&i.tance vbdch we ga~ hi. tndireot~ 
b;r obtaining the releaee of the Jev1ah properi7. 

In fact, Hungal"Y' obtained. consequent17 the relealo of moet of i is properl7 
a. indicated ill Mr. Jqa:rad.i' I letter to Mr. Rakod vbdch va. publiahe4 
in the Pari. edition of the Iterald !ribuneon December 31, 1948(copy 6nclole4. 

337182 



2. 

/ 4. I augen thlnfon, that ,he flU.I,loD .f 'h. JJuch pan of the 0014 !nJ.11 
1hcrt11d. b. \&lam up ap.1n yUh" Iu13p.r1aa CIoTtJDa' aa4 a ola1Ja lhou14 
\. pnl.te4, ,hat 'hie pJ'operl7 ahoul4 'be p1aeM.at ~ 41spoaal o:l Do 
for allocation to the Jh1ah ~ u4 \he ne." 

8iDe. "' I, uac.D4Ml......bl. that ,he 1u13p.r1aa, a~mu:~' ....1" pre..' 
OiN..t"l would. .... ~ \0 re\vJt. \hil proPeriT. I negal' \bf follcnrUc 
ooapJ'OIdao,ellltlon.' A 1m rep~~tlw, pntea:b1e KJo. ~. tIo~. vh.o 
1...11 lalo1III. to \ha Iu13p.r1aa A1lth.~'1e•• whnl4' ~ that t1W proplriT
'be p~'" at ilLl U.epoaal of \heJJJQ 1. 1frm&U"T \0 M .... tor Nha'bll1,aUoa 
u4 ,.,.liflf of ~ I .... !ht. 'pftCtclun wul4..-:le __ JM ,.,.u."Ji 
tlLel~ n1111 tuDla Qed In ''m'''IMT,fu' otur p",*", a1n:Oa4•• ll'JI voul4 
n1mba.n. tbe Zw1ab.t.pJ1O;1 f:o. \be pJ'Oa.... "Uh \be 1iAGa' dua to'1\ ua4lr 
1h. atl,lllg ~ be....l1~.. two orpn1sa\lOJl1. 

fM Jl)C as au .A:M:r1ca:a. Orgaa:lsa:Uoa Would. 'be able \0 Mu lome preasure 
on the It'Lm&U'1aJl Go'ftrmuzq in ~. ~ thII apJ)rOpriat. chamuala_'''I' 
ot \he ,tat. 1IIpar\!IIIJd, a1Dct li1mcaJ'7"lU _Jdahal el&1u ,','''It the 
tI.8. ~, fol' tlw a.nltdloa crt .... $50.000,000 wonk of ~ 
p:rope",", ... atate4 1JI. the a'b..,. mentioned 1""11' o1llm&a1'7'ca toner Mil1hter 
of J'1na.ne.. 
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Ixtract 

Julletin io. 27. 

SII!'UA.TI0'B comslD ON RES'l'ITU!IOI OJ VJl,UJ;BIiIS TO nIB 11lllt1NG.Alll. 

Budapeat. Jan. 31.t, (i"iab. Telegraphic .Agency). 

The .ituation concerning the reltltution or Jewellar,r aDd other valuable. 
recovared from the/.alis who had atolen th~ rro. BUngarianJ..a, i.cOD­
f'useel, Mr. J erenc Jenenasq, General Director or the Jlnnprian 1'&\1onal 
Bank, halin!ormeci the Jnlah Telegraphic .Ageney. , ' 

IIr. Jellenni:;y alBO atated that the Government inteMI to maketul1 r-i~.~ 
stl tuUon to Jewi.h owner. of the propert,. a1 tho'qh u.nUl now on17 • fa 
Je'u .... sUrvivors of the t01r11' of !atatonro' aM I.ukoro. - "ho•• property 
..as in labelled envelope., have actuall,. W &rr'/ property returned. \0 them. 
The b2.Lk offieial pointed out that included amoJl& the 100\ are piece. 01 
jewellery with Arrow Cross and Jazi smbleme, pro~ng that the VaZ11 did 
not reltriet their looting to Jews. !his sitwatlon tends to Ilow down tbe 
entire sorting operation, which, the official dsclared, is not an overnight 
affair. 

He said that _there the propertl consist. of 8crap gold, gold bar. or golel 
plate, or medalS of valuable metal. Government regulations do not permit 
the return of the property in this form. In such C&s.', the currener value ,.

!.\..,of the jeweller,y is deposited to the account or the owner or his heir•• , " 

All, such accounts. ho.....eTer, are block$d, pending elarification of the pro­
cedure for establiShing rights to pro~ertl. Finally, the bank director 
PQinted out that there are specific procedures which the peacetreati•• 
bind. Hungary to follOW in. the disposition of such propert7, adding that 
in eve17 case the Government Is actllJi in accordanc. with such instruction•• 

......... _.. 
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. "!the United lHanes -~.,in~ .Atus.~ listf) 'taken ·\1.nd~'·' . ' .. 
"'. ''''''''~~'':-'... • 	 '. •.... ::, -~" ": : '. ',' '" ' ::;. '. oJ ' 

.:'<.p, . , ~~. p~Po~~.~,.~~J;l4~~libl~'g~:~~\~~:;,;·...: 
, . -: : :fro!!).. the eo-calJ.e~ H~:~~a1.n ... ' I~ doeJl'l1~' ~,::,] 

. '. :. ·:.":·;i~<tI:Ud any oubstnntial. '~-t. of, go~a or p::eo:1OwJ riou:.,.tt(,~:.;' ,~~ 
.. ' .,,~,.<'.").. 	 ..:' ;,..' ,,":', .\." . 
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t ) ,~, .' " ~: .' "',', 

f ...l, ':.' :,', '. -. ~,; ---	 .>.. ::::~/)~'::;:,.. , 
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{' .. 
.;; . , , 	 ." ..' . '.) "'" ,~ , _. : : . . ':;'::i/~::~'. :.' .. 

". :" .. ",!'t, At preSC:1t' ol,ly, a fraction. of' .tbe fortie.2t ;~p~1¢1 ~... , 
·.:i~"·liVi!I.f~ i..~ HUrJ.,~•. Yost ?:f'·thia. Jewrycona±s*s.~··thOlt.:,.\ . 

,i-e~tirned :hom ~he. Narl. da:mp~of ~d.hilation ~. ,:f'#~m ~:'...... 
", ... 	vicie ·comple-taJ.,. plu.nde~edflnd'deS'Poried a£"the11' fbri..'" _.. 

'J~" thAt ViSS XGDCUeU al:d liberated,i."1: -the gnatto'ot~·tba.' '~1'~' ; 
~':le:Et plUndered juet ,the fJ.a1Jle' way. All these 'ooUld,~",,·.u "' . 
.b9.f~. eA:is~o.·:·ce O!lly in ouch a'~3yt;t~t ~hey nouriiihed·'t!1tdk·~t;: 

.. " 	 '. . .' _ .' . • i .: :: . . . 

.' bcld:tes, from the ~""'ta,g1ven by their' t7ewiah llrcthre:l ~.' .. 
·\ihfrig.th~:r stlll oO:!rG'inue to .give. 	 . '" '.; ", . 

App~:rtJ.y emo~ thG' abdtwed vo..luab:tee· L"'l. ques:tr1011:.tb:e~ 18 •. 
gl"eat pl'orortiC7n. of' auch v:lluables t the owner or' heir8~: Of· Wbich hare 

" ~~ed ~d.lsy a rtlgbtftll oia-tm.. to,the:q. ident1fia~~,~~~ .. 
'. -' ..:.,. ~. 	 . .,' ,'" '" .,'.. . 

. Tbi."fe1u.a~ee.which are not identifiables.'IOuld 'get, into t&l,P.<· 
,.:.' ~~~1on~ cr!' the s()-oalled .1e:w:t2h R6llB,bilitat1an hna.t~ded::t~ , 

. '. ·:~):.~.deetined fo~' the relief. ~':f'orme~.pers~·Quteep" ~ .nee4.~' . 
' .. ·~'.. ~emeJIt:·of tho. ~eat Jewf8h'o~nt:lons t\brOsd',,,~ JeWit5h '. 

...~;.~~a, ~lld the...American' Joint .Dis:b#butim OOmi~tee·:,·hBte, ~~.t. 
" • '. ' ''.1 .. ••• • , . • • • . . :.',:.', ••••• ' .. 

.'/, '. ~ \.#lo.tfatioti.!J \'1I\.th our consent.on· the ~is t)'t., ~::'#h8 ri&1l
<. 

i 

'.. .·::.(~)~~lJ~al ~f~the O~fiCia.l· JthrlU~u.d~~.i\1¥~~~;~;'.~.~~..'/ 
.~ ....~'.,:~lSe· of· the last year for' thf) '~lt1BSe ~ ~ thoae;:'n!tiabl.'• ..-\ ' • 
. ,·~,~~i?~4.;,:~'· ·lli~ httvi1"~gi~ ·thia·:·-.~~at~On.·~< ntJ'.oo_!~Qa . ['- ;:. 

• . ...... '.... ' •• " ... "C· • '. • ...... _, M 	 ' . 
. ,'·-..;:::-~~~.tlrlsI!l8"Cter renohed ~.' .t'~r·a ·CCnSid~.~~,iHtrl-ad.~- ,.("2: ;, 

'. : ':," It··'.'wee only at tho beginr.ir18 ~,this J8UJ ~~".' trzd"e~f 'll&~:: . 
\ 	 . .". ,:: . - '. ,-' : - '.' . .' ~'" : -~ ',. ~ 
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COUIllIftIAL 

. lazi. ,Le"el" ):l fl9 

1'0 'l'AJD!l - D'V TOBI - AU • .tr.1l1Joek 

·ho. a AJDc - PARIS - Office of Oensral. Counsel 

I!e I OQC/1.fD/21 - lle,tUUtlOll of P:r6perV - l!a.DpJ7 

. W. make rtf,reDee \0 ;your letter 1l6'72,da,..s,Dace:lb.r 21.1948 
and. Vish \0 Intol'll ,.OU a.. tollovi: 

Ve ha.,. lean.t. that \h. no\, ot 1I0"'~ber28.1948 !lentloned by US1lJ. 

refeH,\onch' YIIl\1able. whtch have 'been 'n,Utuh4 bt haDc.to ' 

~.!h• ..u••, ~ ~nl1' ot \hoI' TalUabl•• 1.1d4n'l\U'lable• 

.A:aoD&t'th•• t.he:reare' about 200 Utili baa.r1ac . 'the UIIeud addr.... 

ot" tha,o:ii&1naJ. oaer,. w. haYe 'beea 1.nto%'lllld that 'he•• oWerl haTe 

be. '~.te4 \0 pr••en'\he..elY~•• - I\ ,1. no' 7" tmova whather \he 

othe,. valuable. vUl be 'randened to 'he Jehdih J'uDd. ' 


We ca.mio' vrl,t, AJ.DClUlW'U! on thl' _toter.nt ahould Mr.llaher go there. 
h. would ••cure farther tDiormatl~.e.pee1al17vh.'h.r \hIre 1. aaT 11" 

available 01 th. oric1nal owners of the ideD.Utlable 1t .... 


ID. thl. cOm:utc\1cm. we viall to 1!ltOJ'll 7011 iIral a'bout a l''''I'r.-vh1eh ". 
'HOdved ill Mq 1948 froll Dr.lebema Bobi.D.101l.ot ,'Whlch ve _clot. oo:w. 
v. alto.clo•• COPT of our n:plT of June 10,1948. 1';'"('" 

, W •.1Ia.r1l' that \he fOrMl' ibmp.riaa 7tuaae Mlnl,hr lf7arad7,1. Jus' aow·<· 
1n Svi\ler1aD.d.. !he la'ter ha, 41lcuI• ..s. vtU1 thl Jrenoh ao"'81'Iuatm' \he 
q.sUoll of \he n,Ut.ut.1on ot \he Ta.];oaU••• V. 'bell.,.. h. vill be ~4 
\0 WOd & I.viall Orpi\lU.UOD aa t.G· whteb coad.!UOI1. \he J"n~ Ooftm_' 
Ue4 v1\h the re.UtutlOll ot the valuab1 ••.• 

Vewu14auc.ce'\ that 1011 PV8 our· prellllt. 1.D.fOrtaaUOIl DB to Dr.ao'b11l101l. ' 
u.4 41lou•• vi t.h hlll tm7 e'l'8lltwaJ. fUrther 'tep· •• 
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o OP Y• , 

B. Y. '1'1W18 - December 30, 1948 

Ix - Official SaTs Metal .and Jewelry Recovered 'rom Bali. Jre lot Restored 

B7 J obn VacOormac 
Special to the lew York 'l'1mel 

VielUla, D.ec. 39 - '!'he Hungarian Government according to one of its former 
official. who fled to Vi.eJlll&, t. breaki1'l& a Runga.rian law that s81'1 that 
gold and jewelry stolen by the Bazil from Ru..n&arian Jew, ahould be returned 
to the former ownerl if the" are identif1cable and made available to the 
Jewish community if they ~~e not. 

Simultaneously, the Government is complaining that'Hungarian national asset. 
are being auctioned off in lew York' without mentioning that the proceed.--, of the auctio n will go to the InternatioIial Re:f"u&ee Organha)1 on. 

In his receht budget speech, Irnoe Geroe, Minister of Transport and a 
leading Communist, declared I 

nThe famous gold train, containing twenty carl, carried stolen Hungarian 
gold, jewels and furs,and it got as far as 1erten, near Salzburg. Bun.ga­
rian authorities asked vainly for its restitution. In 1941 the Americans 
shipped the cargo of the whole gold train.to lew York, Some- time ago, 
catalogues advertising the auctioneering of these gold objects and jewels, 
mostly st0len from Hungarian Jews, arrived.' . 

The story behind all this is that Britain and the United States turned 
over the gold and jewelI7 in questio n to the International Refugee Org­
anization. The French restored to the Hungarian Government what had fallen 
into their hand., amounting to almost a ton and a half of gold and a 
quantity of jewelry. 

The :Hungarian Parliament had passed a law in 1946 obliging a d1sl'lq of 
the restituted treaGUre so that the owners who could iientify it could reclaim 
it and reqUiring the unidentified part to be.made available to the 
H~-arian J~tilh Community. 

When the :rteneh shipment arrived, however, according to HUD&&l"ian official. 
in a position to kno., an order was issued that it ahould not be put on 
displq on the groum that some of it was Bazi treaaur•• J. few dql later 
two ringl bearing Iwastika. 1D1sterioualy appeared among· the j8'l'e1l7.. !h. 
Efu.np.rian Supreme Iconomio Council anr,ounced that Ithe jewe18general1y are 
not identifiable.' '!'be stones were removed and the gold melted down. !he 
gold was ..ntto the Bational Bank. which placed ita equivalent - in paper 
forint at a nominal rat. that repre8ent. one-fifth of ita real value ­
in a special account. 
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10 one EnOWI what happened to the stonel, aDd the Jewish commqnity 
so far i8 laid not to have had the benefit of the gold, or even ot 
its parer equivalent. 
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jl· REPORT PRINTED IN THE.NEW YEOR!( TIv.:ES ON DECEMBER :;0, 1948 

"HUNGARY REPORTED KEEPING JEWS I GOLD" 

"EX-OFFICIAL SAYS METAL A1"D .rEWELRY BECOVEP.ED ::FROM NAZIS ABE NOT RESTORED" 

B.Y John MacCormac 

Special to the New York Times 


Vienna, Dec. 29 - The Hungarian Government, according to one of its former 
- officials who led to Vienna, is breaking a Hungarian law that says that gold and 

Jewe1r.r stolen by the Nazis from Hungarian Jews should be returne~ to the former 
owners if they are identifiable and made available to the Jewish Community 
if they are not. 

Simultaneously, the Government is complaining that "Hungarian nat ional assets 

are being auctioned off in Uew York" without meJiltioning that the proceeds of the 

auction will go to the International Refugee Organizo.t ion. 


In his recent budget speech, Ernoe Geroe. Minister of Transport and a leading 

OOmreuni8t, declared: 


"The famous gold tr~containing twenty cars, carried stolen Hungarian 
gold, Jewels I and furs,Md it got as far as Werfen. near Salzburg. Hungarian 
authorities asked vainly'for its restitution. In 1947, the Americans shipped the 
cargo of the whole gold train to New York. Some time ago, catalogues advertising ttl 
auctioneering of these gold objects and Jewels. mostly stolen from Hungarian 
Jeys, arrived". 

The story behind all this is that Britain and the United States turned over 

the gcle and jewelry in question to the International Refugee Organization. The 

French restored to the Hungarian Government what hed fallen into tr.eir hands, 

amounting to almost a ton and a half of gold and a quantity of jewelry. 


The Hungarian Parliament had passed a law in 1946 obliging .a display of the 

restituted treasure so that the owners who could identify it could reclaim it, 

and reqt'liring the unidentified part to-be ~de available to the Hungarian 

Jewish Communi ty. . 


When the French shipment arrived, however, according to Ifungarian officials in 
a position to know, an order was issued that it should not be put on display 
on the ground that some of it was Nazi treasure. A few days later two rings 
bearing swastikas mysteriously appeared among the jewelry. !he Hungarian Supreme 
Economic Counc 11 annouced that "the jewels generally are not indentifiable tl • 

The stcnes were removed ~~d the gold melted down. The geld was sent to the 
National Bank, which placed its equivalent - in paper forint at a nominal rate that 
represents one-fifth of its real value - in a special account. 

No one knows what happened to the stones, and the Jewish community so far is 

said not to have had the benefit of the 'gold, or even Of. its paper equivalent". 
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December 21. 1948 

Letter No. 1672 

To: AJDC PARIS - Office of General ·Counsel 

From: AJDC NEW YOBK \ ........ 

\ i: :. . .--­

Re: Restitution of Property - Jifunglb,y-'-~" 

Attached we are sending you copy of a memora.ndum from~~the 
United Service for New Americans. dated December l5t 1948. which 
you will find self-explanatory. 

We have no information on the question raised in the above 
memorandum and would therefore appreciate it if you could let us 
have whatever data you may have in this matter. 

Eli Bock 
Counsel. AJDC 

ER:.\U 
Ene. 
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/ 	 Interoffice Memorandum 

( 

•• .&_ 

To: Mr. Ell Rock 	 Date:: . December 15. 1948 
/ JDC. New York 

From: 	 Edward Phillips Subject: Restitution of Property 
Mi~ration Department in hungary 

You have undoubtedly seen the following news item in the JTA News Bulletin 
of November 28, 1948: 

"BUDAPEST, Rov. 26. (JTA) -- The Ministry of Fina.nC8 
today issued an order providing for the return of Nszi­
looted 	valuables to their rightful owners provided tr~J . 
can identify themselves and prove ownership. 

liThe valuables are kept in vaul ts wi th the name 5 of the 
owners attached to each item. The owners will be B~ 
moned by the authorities to appear in person to claim 
their belongings•. In C$\ses where the owners have :t:erished, 
the property will eventually be turned over to the Je'.nsh· 
Fund. 11 

Have you any additional iniorlnP..tion on this subject? Has the JDC office for 
Hungary made a list of the owners of the property ·available to you? Is there 
aI\V time limit for filing claims? Any supplementary information that you can 
make available will be appreci~ted. We should like to give this item pub­
licity in the coming issue of our SIB. 

EP/vnd* 
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.COFY 

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION 
1 -

PARIS. 

Paris Letter No.409l 

To: AJDC New York - Attention Mr. Eli Rock' 

From: AJDC Paris 

Re: Italian Loot 

I am enclosing copy of a letter from Jimmy Rice to Moe Beckelman 
which deals with the above mentioned subject. You will recall that 
some time ago I feared that IRwmay be the source of a maneUV8r to 
have the Italian loot used for general IRO purposes instead of ­
reparations •. The effort seems to be developing, but it is the Bri­
tish delegate to IRO who is raising the point. You may want to take 
this problem up with Sy Rubin, though I expect thatGeorge Warren will 
resist Edmunds' suggestion,. 

Jerome J. Jacobson 
General Counsel 
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CONFIDENTIAL 	 Geneva, March 7, 1950 
Letter No. 947 

To: Mr. M.W. Beckelman - AJDC Paris 

From: Mr. James P. Rice - AJDC Geneva' 

Re: Repar,ations 

In the next week or two, 'we shall be receiving our share of approximately 
670,000 Swiss francs which the Banking House of Julius Bar in Zurich has 
been liquidating from the Austrian loot. I shall follow up on this matter. 

I have heard from accnfidential source that our oIl friend, Mr. Edmunds, 
has been proposing to the State Department that the Italian loot does not 
rightly belong to reparations. You will recall that it t-l8S supposed to 
have been decided that 50% of the estimated 10 to 15,000,000 doll<!rs in 
Italian loot was to gO.to Reparations and 50% to aid Italian war orphans. 
Edmunds is Said to be proposing that the 50% shA,re should go to the IRO 
general fund rather than to reparations. For obvious reasons, It seems 
most unlikely that such a proposal wo~ld be accepted by the State Depart- , 
ment, but nevertheless, I thought you should be aware 'of.it and may wish 
to transmit this information to ~Tew York. 

I shall try to discuss this informally with Mr. Warren who I am sure will 
not be sympathetic to Edrnund'sproposal. 

James F. Rice 

cc: 	Mr. J.J. Jacobson 
Mr. S. Shargo 

.' " 	 ; 
J 
t. . 
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~7, 1950 

i'8Z'1.I Letw NO. "\ ~ , , 

'1'01 	 Dl'. JoartPl I. Sc!rwaria 

~ NEW mlI 


, Rei Bacher Depodt 

(1) In accard&noe with ~ request I 'WX"Ota sema' tima ago to 
Hr. Potmel' osJdng h11J. to adv1.oe ms abOut the pt"tIDent statu. of tho BOcber 
DGp<la1t• 

. ) 	 (2) I ~ :rece11Od a, repq fram him natJ.ng that thla 
account had been turhe<l 0'I8l" to Mr. Ulcr Z'9pl'8senUDg the Jev1d1 AgetJl:':f in 
Geneva. 

~) 	 (3) I thel"BUpClrl ~ Mr. IAOI" in tho S&'lDt tams 88 I hod written 
/ 	 t-1t". Posner. I haft not 18t bad a 'l"8PlT £l"om ~. Lac.- bat Ml". Adlar Rudol 

has br~ me a neaagg to the ertect that I shall be hearing t.rClll h1I:l 
s..'1~ and h.u gi'ftD" thetallcw1ng oral report Q'\ the present status at 

, t.."le Bocher Depal1t. 

(4) ypat of tho asset. or that Depod.t haw been .l1qu1dated alXl 
!l&?e real1aed .about. y.o,OOO in cash. There a1Ql raIlb 80Da d1Amcmc1a to be 
real11JOd but Hr. Ad.l.er Rudel reparta ~t th1B does not amamt to "f/fIfI:'Y 'SUDh. 
From th1a amc:unt at $40,000 there 'W1ll bave ,to be deduoted ·certain «II:pGIlH8 
1ncurred 111 the pan 8UGb .a atarage and 1D11Ul'1lace. The ~hr!er lI<'lOl.d 
proe..mb17 be aWJ.lable fer d1atribuUoo ,between JDC aDd JAFP, BIlbJect to 
the J'eaerntian that· a 'nmster of :lD:l1:91dt.l ltUXIg8rian Jew- haw pr8eenied 
olaims agairlat the Beaber DapoIlt. These haft bean referred to Israel 
\./bore tM7 are DGV ba1Dg ccaa1derad. and Mr. Laar 111 an:Id.cas' to b.cN ~ we>.,. 1n the panreoe1ftCl or settled 8lV" .uab. alas... 

HWU/to 

/
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TOI Or. J.J. Schwartz 

FromI Hr. Joel Fisher 
, " 

ReI Latest information regarding non-monetary assets. 

I spoke with Geneva this morning, and found that Abba. Schwartz is in 
Zurich today speaking with Dr,. Kaplan on various reparation matters. 
He is, planning to be in Frankfurt during the middle at the week, so 
that it may be that you will not be seeing hitl when you ta.l.k with 
Dr. Kaplan., 

The tollowing is a summary of the latest developments concerning the 
non-monetary assets ..hicn 'WaS given to me by Mr. David Rohlbein .mo 
is assisting Abba,l ' 

(1) 	 The previous conservative esti.mtes or i700,COO for the non-monetary :,', 
gold in Germany and the 2~ Million Dollars tor the Hungarian Gold Train " ' 
in Austria are still cons±!. ered valid. All ot the non.-mon~t,.'?:;:y £G Id 
in the M.&.~ Zone in Germany has been inventoried ;:..••:.~ Fi;i.i;;hed" and some 
of the~~aa alraady been transferred to the U.G. Zene, Germany. 
They ar'3 airni.t'lg for a dead. line of Septe.'llber 30 to have inventoried 
and pad.< ed. all of the contents of ,the Hungarian Gold Train - however J 

they think they will not be able to meet this dead line. 

(2) 	 Rohlbein could not be specific on the phone, but he said that he thinks 
that they will ha'l~ ¢700,0C'IJ to 1 Million Dollars available trom the sale 
of the non-monetary gold which is presently being smelted in the U.S. Zone, 
Germany. ,The exact 3.:lOunt will dopend on the price they are able to 
obtain. They bali/lve that they will have Dollars available within 
)0 - 60 days, 

Joel 	Fisher 

JF/hl 
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COUIlliftIAL 

'lari.'J,ti\,eri }:l ft ¥ , 
", ... ' 

'1'0 ;.&.1'00, - DV TOBi - AU. Mr.lQ.1Jtoek 

'Pro. t AJDC - PAllIS - O:r1'lce, of General Counsel 
, ' 

Ie " OGC/DP/21 - :aelt1tlitlO1l of l'r6P8rV - ItIDPJ'7 

, V. IIIBka reterence to your letter #l672,dated Dece:zaber 21.19'+8' 
Nul'Vieh to lntona you a. tolloY.: 

. " .,' . .' 

lie have, leam',..to \he nota ot 1I0..,.'=ber28.1948 aent1oned. 'by USIA 

reterll,,\o'RQh tal_bIas wh1ch bave been :reaUtute4'\t JrasiC$ to ' 

1uupJ7.1'he ..u•• , :part,' ~Dly of \ho.e valUables 11-, idenUtlable. 

-aPt. ,the. t.here are' about 200 1tellt bAa.rS.ac,' the l1&1li. and addre Ie 


,ot tha'orl&1na.l osera. We have been informed that. t.het. oWlier, haT., 

betil'nqulted \0 pr••8D.t.t.helUelv.~.- It. ,11 not. Tat.DoVll whether the 

ot.her Taluables wm be tr8l1a1'e:ne4 to the J8viah 1tmd~ , 


W. oaanot. vrite AJDC!U~! on thi. satt.r.bu~ should Mr.lisber 6D ihere. 

he would lecrure further ln1ormatlon.e.pec1al17 ..,hether there 11 raq 11., 

aval1able 01 \h. orig:1nal ovners of the identiflable U .... 


In \hl. COJU18c\1on. :we vi sh to lDtoJ'lll you SkU about a lat.t.er;;.whlch ",. 

'recelTecl 1n Mq 1<)tt8 troll Dr.lIeh_1a Bob1n8OD,ot :whlch va enclo,. COJ;.7. 

Ve .:1.10 enclose copy of our nplT at Jun. 10,1948. 


, Wel.a.m' that \he fOnler ihmp.r181l J'1D&D.ce Mlnl shr lf7a,rad:1.11 jus' aDW"C"~' 
in Mber1aDd. !he 1a.t.t,a:r hal 41lcusie4 v1\h 'be i'renoh Go....rimen\ \he 
queUoD of \he naU \ut.1cm. of the T&1ua.b1... Ve 'believa he will be ~4 
to 1D:tora & Jewish Orl;e.nlaat1on ..a tovh1ch conditions 'he 7"n~ Coftritllellt 
Ue4 vith UlfI reltltutiOD of the 'Y8luable•• 

Ve would ~., that 70U £lTe our,preteat. lntormatloD on toDr.~blnIOD. 

an4 41lculS w1 t.h hill AD7 eV8llt.ual fu,r\her .'apl. 
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IJrpl_nt&Uon \y' rmJ. at the'I!tmalrian Q.Q14 !'1"dD JlI.rioti.ft ti.n. upoD. . ~. . 

, the two' following 4iY1.~ 1­

(1) lleaU.ttn~on. Del1Yel'ie. am 1leparat1cD (R.D. &, R) hMdtld b7 

-,:,,' 
(2) F1na.noe D1vision hea4e4 b.1 )fr. Al"th11L'.1&rget. 

The FiDanOe Division .. moat intereasteA in the Htmpr1an Gold. 'lridn in 

oanneotion with tbe a.tendnat1cm of ita dispoaal. Since I.G.O. hu been 
) 

authcriaed to reooin the train, R.i>.& R. 18 the branch wb1ob,1. ncJIf' 

prlnoipall1 ooncerned and charged tdth the1mpl«Dllntat1on of tho D1reotift. 

Cori.t'orenoea were helA, with 'the following U3PA Offloials in V10nria ,aDd 

Salaburg ':­

Brig. 0«1. Ralph H. Tate 
Brig. Gen. 1i1oke7 
Mr. Idm' H. Adler 
!tJ:t. Gabriel Kerokea 

Mr. Jamee A.. Barr 
HI". Walker 'rreooct 

Col. ErnestT. ()len 
Col. Jtyda 
Lt. Col. FAgar ~3e ~ 

Capt. W.8. 'Mackenzie 

-
Kr. Clou:l 

DevJty CC'l7JMn!1ng Genora]. USPA. H.Q. 
- Chi6r 01' swr 
- Aoting Chief at :rinanoo 1)1'fiaion 
- Chief at J'ore1gn CreCl1U B:I:'al3Ch, 

F':1nance Dlviaicm. 
- Deput,. Chief R.D. "R. D1rlaiOll 
- Chief' Property. Contl'ol Bl'anah, 

R.:O. & Ro DiYia1on. 
-Chier of German IxtNrn&1 A8Mb BranDh 
- Deputy Chiet V1l1 tar,y GoRl'D'Uent otnoer. 
- Chief' or RcrparaUcti am Rut1tut1on 

BrarIJah R.D. a R. D1v1Biara. 
MilltarT Gcrftmr.ent PropOrV Oontlol 

Ott1oer. 
- Chier PropsrGy Oo:atlol Reatitutica 

Seation of ott1oo otChiet K111tar,r 
Caf'CDU8i1t Ot't1oer. 

- Chiet at :Kemble Prop«r '" SUb-aoot1on of 
R.~& R.D1Yia1on•. 

337200, 
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!hough ~ we"· held w.I.til all at the abon ..miorle4 lnteresw. 

plra0D8 iD Vi...- arxl sal...btJi.g, our." ~ wU1 hereafter be w1tb tho AotiDa 

Chiet at the R.D. & R.;.. .1.._ Barr. antS. Mr. Wal.laIr TJ'eeoe, Cb1et' of the 'I... 
PrOperty CoIltrol BraDoh)whali 'Mr. Barr baa ....igned. to be in charge of 1IIplemanting x 

1ihe Direcn1vw wi1ih the I.G.O. The D8pU'Cy ClJI'NlIder/Brig. Ga.' 'fate" will be ,kept X 
ad:riaecl through lIr. Barr of all plana and n.gotiatiOna 1Ih1ah I work out withKr. 

ttr. Gabriel Kerekea, Chief ot Pore1gn.'Cred1t. Branob, 'P'1Iw.noe D1Y1a1on, 


being a olose Mend ot Kr.F1abn ... ot great uaiat.anoe in expediting our

J 

.visit and in placing us in oontaCt with the neoes8&1"1. persona. With}!ro. James 
) 

received moat sympathetic oona1deration tr'Xl him Jam we can expeot through. Mr. ~ 

i<:erekea and llr. Barr to have tull and ca:uplete oooporation in co:meotion with our 

, worlc in acquiring the Hungarian Geld Train oontents. 

HISTORY 0"1 TFIB HtlmARIAN (".oLD TRAIN 

The 80 called "Hungarian Gol4 !rain- ft8 le».dod at Budapest by Hungarian .) 

nazi. and oona1sted or 41+ ear., 21+ :ot which oonta..1ned valuable personal property 
.. 

, otHungarian Jewa ot three southeastern Hungarian oounties, and the remaining 20 

oan were oooup1ed by Hungarian Nuis. 'l'he, property had beenaeizod not only tran 

the houses ot the J...., but a.lao fran bank Taul.ts. pawnshop. and other places where 

Jewish properiy' wu tound. '1'b.e luie who OO!'upied. tbI 20 oars are believed to be 

those who wanted to retire to the Tyrol where it 'ft8 expeoted that the Germane aould 

make their lut stam.. ''rbe tora1n wu guarded by a sq,uadron ot Ouatcrl!a Gu.a.rdB and 

police J as '11'811 as the Nazi. who 000U!*:td tho 20 oars. To avoid the RuSsian adVllDCe 

the train started westward. The last stop in Hungary 't'IU in Bremburg "fIt:xl~it 1s 'X 
. " 33 72 0 1 ' '" 
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bol1eft4 ~ Jfu'rtpI'1aJ\ P1m1'Oct 1fiDiater rIIDGN4 a .AN&- porUca at gol.4. A. it 

wilt wutw.ra the ,.r1oua appr0ube4 and p1ak04 1t up a' .. paiD' ~ SIlIlbura. 

". OOIUMmIIuS of, opin1ca 1. tba, the IID8t ftlw.bl. oonkDta·at tm tra1ft, 1D 

~cu1&J.11J boxes ot gold _ 41amonb eta., 1IIel'8 nllD'ftCl by Hunprian am a.r-n ~ 
Nu1a iD the 'tJ'rol area, u4 tilI.t u14e trc. that· wh1ch tbII 'fl&a1. aUOOMC1e4 iD 

cH:d41ng ...nong themael".., a great portioa tell iDto ,he poueaa101l at b ~Jy.f 

PHYSICAJI ASP.lI:'!S or THE HtlfGARIAN GOLD TRADI" 	 ))./ 
. 	 . 

!he Contents of b ~1an Cold 'J.'r&1n were pla0e4 iDa large -.rehowse iDJ 
Sal.b~g, where thly ~i"e pntMntl,y stOrod. Having been given aOOM8 to part of' the 

origl.n&l 1lmmtol7 wh1ch the Aray m.ade wban the con~b at. th" ,rain Wltre .Wred 

') in the 1I'IU"ebouse, I learned tha, 'the tollow1na 1s a par.t1.al Uat, of what wu 

rtlDond trom the train and atared in tho ~e I X 

650 large boxes lind suitcase. of' silverware 
200" It of obina and porcelain . 
17.5 boxea ani suitcases of personal itema, mostly silverware. 
3OObaxo. 	ot tal::le aUver 
12 large ora.tea or dry gooda, linen and W091 gooda 
4.5 cues of' aaaorted rdlvern.re ~ ...!'! 
11 oases 01' steel watcbes and clooka•. ~ 
75 canea of old watches and clocks I'I'.I08tl)" silver.. 
I} boxes of' ..liaorkd silver and oaine. ' . 
~alli~b~ I 
7 auitc.... of bank ftul' anTelopes oontaining jewellery 
1 4iaJncnd pendan' and cl1amand watch found in auitc.... 

(preaen'ly .tored in ...ate.). . ' 
1 4'Umoad bracelst t0un3. 1n papar envalop.. (pr'eaentl1' 

atored in .. eate.) 

1 large. cue of cameras and opera glaaaea .) . 
4 boxes or opera gluaes 
1 oues 2 boxes and 1 trunk ot camerae 

13 truDlaI anl 2 au1toaaes containing stamp collect1ona 
1.: suitcases am 1 B!IIaU and 1 large box oontai.n1ng 

, stamp collections 
40 cuite 01' paintings t:lIlrked. "Varoa1 l!:uauem, Gyor.· 

NlmerowI 'boxes ot ttra· . 337202 
5,000 ruga 
BaD. containing peraorwJ. jewellery iter.-.a, inolu41ng 

, gold ri.nga and watches eto. 
Variows boxes oontaining items such as drafi&"'llena 1n:at1"'llDOtlta. 

http:rdlvern.re
http:par.t1.al
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!he ..\ow 18.noil bel1eft4 to bI .. oGipate 1'1ft'e1ltGr:7 C'4 wha' 1IU 

.tend h ,be ~, Rime aU at tho reoor4a wre not .um1ne4 by M. 

IJ.'MI aat. Dep1ng of tbI prOper" in the warehowa baa been .. Raurae at 

trouble to tmPA ottio1ala 1n"'Vi8'l'Jl\a and Salilburg. Since .. large p<rUca at 

the proJ.*riY oonsillts of l"UgII and tun 1Ib1oh c1etC"iorate qu1oklT, .. goal 

deal.ot theM 1tam& hava alrea4,y deteriorated, deap1te t.be ~o\ that the 

AI:'iq reaentl:r had tho tur. r .....tdre4 1n boxes with moth proftntatiwe and 

the ruga ware oleaned to help pr'crN.\' 4etenDl"atiOl'1. Nen.rtbel.H) II1nce 'X 
tbeae iteu aN .tored in a barren ftrOhoua; det8r1oration ot the ruga an! 

tun oontinus. and makoe it essential that to prevent turthar Ices ..e -" 

the property r'eIIlCWed .aR quiokly &8 poaa1ble fran ~al.burg. 

Sane at tbe i tDB ot jewellery, 1S11verware eta., wh1~ were t01.l!'d in 

nunot'OUll auiteasea ':1e:oe reoopaoked by .tho A:1::'m:3' in other boxes an:l orate. 

so that comparison oannot btt ma.do with the A.r.v'. original. inventory and 

the present n\l'nbar of crates, boxes etc. 

Generally apeald.ng. the property ia bulk;y, since it consiats in large 

pari at persmal aUV'al"ft1"e and 80lIO S,OCXJ ruga. There are c:r.ly abouil 

10 small boxes and 2 suitcase. oontaining wedd1ng ringe, go14 watchea eta., 

which -.y be C'4 a~iGl. ftlue. Ucme of the it_in the warehouae 

haTe been appra1aed cr 1ndi~dual.l)- 1JTf'entorie4, wb:1oh tbI exception ot the 

ruga and the tUI:' ooat. wh1ch &pparently were oounte4. 

8inDS tbi. property oonsists largel3 of bul.lq ailver itau, rugs, t"ur 

ooat., cem8ru)all ot doubtf'ul valuo; and a rolatiwlr -.n quantity at ~ 

valtable personal jneller,y, I do net bell..... 1N rill net traa tho 33 7203 
.Jtungar1an Gold 'I'ra1n property noarl3 I).S ~ .. I antia1pate4 betore I 

viewed it. 

http:apeald.ng
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1_ should be noted,howeftr, that thore are seftral n1,toa.Ifa ocata.1m.1lI 

enTOlopea tith personal j~llU7. 

open and appear to contain it.. wtdoh -.:r be ot app:oeaiable 'ftlu.. ~.cae .f­
ot the eDTelope. have not been opened there raain. the poulbilitJ' 

. 1\.: 
ot appreciable. Talue 'fIJAY' turn up .m the proce•• ofinYcmt01"7. 

SUMIIARY OP C~ wr.tH i.D. & R. DMSIOJf 
REGAlIDING JOINrINVENTCJlY AND APPRAISAL At 

mTTA'rIVE AGREED VALllB. 

Sinoe an i tea by i tera irI!'8ntc:ry and appn.iaal or the contenta ot the 

warehouse would lead to almost ..endless wark, in viewot tho quantiV of 

silverware a.nd rugs 1Ib.ich ca:aprise the great part ot the properv, and by reason 

of the oonstant deterioration or the ruga, sUverware, tur. aDd ....tcbe., I 

dNmed it ne~s"a.ry to suggest to the R.D. "R. a method at joint inventcry 

am appraisal which I belieTO will be moat expeditioue. I reoonmended that 

we appraise the bulky silverware on a basi. ot weight. To avoid exe:ndnatian 

ot each item to determine whether ar not it is in fa.ot silver. I f'urther suggested 

that ""' would be willing to receipt tar oates ot a dete:ndned wei~t oonta1n1ng 

items alleged to be 8il'ftr at a tentative agreed valtatian, based upon the 

price ot silver times the 'night ot the ocmtenta ot the crate. Similarly I 

sugge.ted that we mluld be Tdlli:ng to r=oe1pt for erat.. of an undetermined 

quantity ot watohe.,olocka and cameras ~to., at a JUYVJ'U'll n.l.uation. A.a for . 

the ruga, I suggested that they be counted am that we would be willing to 

reoeipt fer the total at a valuation based on a nca1nal. prioe per rug. 

3·37204 
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!he 1..'0, ,,:a. ".'fW1' g1a4 to reoeift tb1a ....Uca of what r .oa.1l.... 


•~ onn.ll ~orr aDd apprida1.~. !he7 real'..t \ba' tb1a id.pl._tbccl. 	 . 
wou14 sreatlT e:xpocU.at. tbI 1nYentav,y aDIl apprl'd..al. I~ .. a\llPatea iihat 

a ft1uaticm or 15 at1 20 dollara per I'UI ..::au14 be reuonah1., an4 I agN04 

that .. maltiply tile ~tal ft\IIIber t4 rugs bY' 20 doll.a.rs. !.bougtl.I... :! 
tma.blo to ~tel1' ~ ,the nUlllb.r or ruga wb1ch I 8&1t' in the 1I'U'ehouae, 

I .......tbel... dattul tha' thq a.o not total IUS was iD:11cate4. to _ . 
. .. 	 ., 

In comeotlccldth tho ruga. R.D. & R. told I"l8 that tho,. bad broagbt 


in an Austri&n rug experi who said there "" no l"Ug1I at 11Il1l8\al value in tluf , 


·1". 
) All iL resalt or ocer.rellCea with RJ).& R 1M haft tentati~agreea, 


subject to·appl'Gftl b7 ~ !ate, ·that aP.(jfti.lal or.tbe bu'lq pr:ojjN.JlQ" 


8'UDb. sa tbt't ~, w11l be CIt the baa1., or wight t1mIa arb" pd.ce 


.. or ail..... aDd. that wbeD I.G.O. receipts it wU1 be tar cues with OCI1tcta 

alleged to be aul.,. an! we1gb!1I8 'blaDk amotllt at blaJ:tJl:. tentaU.... agreec1 ftl_.
that 

We haft al.ao &gI"tHI4/to aY01d inainAual app:a1aal or jnel.r;y 
.) 

I 

1tta. wb1Clh appeq- to be at value aere11' tat: gold content, apprd.eal w1ll 

1M em 'basis at nipt t1aa J&rket price at go14. end I.G.O. w1U a1J1n.r~ 

noe1pt taJ: baxoa alle&*l to 0CIlta1D go14 at blant _1.' at blank teta.t1ft 

.. 	 agree w..l_. R.D.a ... ........a ..,tJat ..... ot the ...uv or 

tSl'A to rel1en ltMlt at reapaaaibi1it;,., then la llttle ..... 1h'''', 

40IaItt 'tNt. that a..'tate w:W. ...... to. tlda -GIUal1 1BNntcr;y .&l1li1 apprd.eal-. 
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~ttallJ 11qut4a~ I to14 R.D. a I. tba., ,.. ftN no' ~l;t intel"MW 
. ~ 	 .,. 

b the Tal....t1oD plloetfupcID propw" tor ~.. t4 ~e1p' aDl 1IOUl4 ....tore 

'UlDt to, a~ 1:be expmae 1nvolft4 in briDl ~ Amal"1oan IpJfti•• 1:10 1'1enaa. 

LD. &. I. .....tecl that ti. Ml""f'lo.. or an Auatr1an &ppra1aer oua be --1lJ 

obw.1na4, am I tetati....17 &SL"M4 tba~". would UN an Auatr1aD,a~ .. . . 

our ropreaentatS:n em this phase at tbI operat101l. 

By reaaon c4 tbebuU: i!1V'olftd, it iaolear that our operation at the 

SalBbu.rg ~e is one whiab wUl require IIOl'8 at the H1'riooe ot han4a 

; '. 	 to move the proper" and pack i ty than the ~oes or u:perta... R.D. U. ~ 
INgIIsted tha, D.P. labour, oould be obta1De4 ouil;r 10 that w would not 

have to bear the expense of importi.ng perlIODII h"ta the Ste.te. or elanbexoe. 

to aaaist in packing and ~ the pr'operv. I auggaa'ted tb&t tor variOla 

reua. I ahould l1Dto avoid the ueeot D.P. labour in this operaticm and 

requl'ated the, A:rttq to consider whether 1t oould ....ign l.tilltary l'e1"llOnnel 

for this purpoee. Sinoe returning to Lc::mdon the R.D.& R. ha .... adv1aed tba.:' 
\ 

they bOli..... Gen. Tate will ....ign two OCJ1II1sa1aned of't1cera to r8FOaent J.4P4 I #'to,. 

.upGrY.laory oap&e1t;y and autt1aisnt other lIn~tar.1 Peraol'DI1 to b.an4l.e the 

packing UIIl IID'ri.na. 

I haft adY1..a I.D. 6. R. that _ w111 turniah en I.G.O. p8rBOIl (U.S. 

oitiHn). who wUl be our ropreaenktift at ttwSll.sburg wvehouae tor the 

appraisal and invtmtor,y»l(, and that it ~s1ble .. will also ....ign an 

....istant to ~. 

would 	be auttioient &­
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(1) A. llUpll"fiaol' (U.S. o1ti.JI8Il) a' b 

, ,(2) b ....1atant .Qptt'riaor, (U.S. aitlacm) 


(.5) All Austria ..~.... 
., 

It h A:I:w¥ ~ thI 11"'''17 h&D!a to "... and.". the an•• 

tb.1. ,.taft' wUl be autfto1ct. 

'!'be R.D. til R. 1n41oate4 tha4; l' woul.4 aP}4'ec1ate l' it I.G.C. mak.a 

un.gne:!\enta ter obta'ning orates auitable ter 1lbipp1Dg the pt'opuQ'. '!'bey 
OIV , 

to14 .. thAt there 10 .. taotor.r 1D. n..m. which could ... abort notice ~utacturo 7 ,.;, 
.;. ,', 
'.';; 

the nectea8a17 crawa ter lIh1pDt1l'. IhUe I bell..,. the ~~t wll turn1ah 

the ~pp1Dg orat..* ltae1t, I agreed tha, ... would boar the OOIIt ot proaurina 

the aratea trcm the factory 1n V1cmua, The CI08t ot ,bt orates rill 'bI, relat1w17 

..11, anA I do not 4eem it Ad'l'1aable not toOonc:Nl" with th:1s reque.t. I1' it 

appears at a later date to be raare ploa.ctioal tar. the Ja:r to oontn.ot tor the 

orates, I am oonf'ia.nt tt.t thoy will do eo. 

I advisod !.'r. Barr-and }.f.r. Treece (R,D, <!: R. Dbi.ion) at the Cuatans 

pr'oblem which I,G,C, t"a,cqaJand I told thea that I intended to get the State ?\ ,-) 
pept.rtment 1:0 1aaue .. Directive CJl"der1ng USPA. Hea4~era to ahlp the proparly, 

upon I.G.C, IS requost, to the U.S, were I,G.C, wUl reoeip", tor orat•• which 

'ldll be jointly .ealed at ·the SalabUll'g warehouse. I &lao to14 th.a that in 

vi_ at the rapld 4etor1on:t1on ~ the pr:ooperty, 1.t i8 Ul"geDtl that ... rellDf'e 

i' trca Salzburg ... qt~"... as poaatble. 

lir. Barr 'ald me ~t it .,ul4 be a simple prooe~ tor the Arrq to ahip 
, ' 

the property direct to J..W York, as dopon!&nt!~ trdna lea" V1enna and proceed 

all the "IIaJ' to Breme~ftJl. Oars .cnkinir.g HUngarian Gold ptoP8rV oould be 

, 
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. llooJr.o! OD to a 4epeD3anta' tn.1D. 1t ._rba1W l' oou14 'be 1014ti4 

..r4 an ArrirI' M.p. am Wwre4 to New York• 
. ' 

I a.dv18ed'ltr. Bitt'!" aD41l1'. Tl-MOe __, I .... prcceeaiDC to the V.8. 

ca JUuar.r 29, am that I hoped to obtain traa. the state ~ 

... Dlreotift wblah w:Ul CIL"d.er shipsllmt·or the propwt;1 to tMll.S. upon 

I.G,O, 'a repat. I also told~ that I will obtain .. V.S, oiU..... 


auperrlsar and. an a.uiatan~ it possible in $be U.S, !he,. a.gNeI! .tha, 


aD Auatzo:U'll appft,iaer ceul.4 be picked up1D' Viema. at a:rq ~ a' all. 


i'be1requoet.cl that I laMp in touch with them troa tbe U.S, ~ the,. 


agreea that it aff1' other tantati't'8 plana do DOt meet wi~h the apprOftl 


at Ga,!'t\w they will advise me without a..l.q•. 


I made special onqu:irT about the Art Yerke which are in b wa.rehouae 

ard mrkecl "V'U'osi "uaeum, (;70%"-, I waa told that moSt of tbeae will 

be returned to the H'U8etlZl, sime it is U,S, polioy' to return works or ..-t 

~ the plAce whore the,. wero looted ia lalcr.lD, They aaid tha~ prior 

ounership of aane ·of tho pioturoaT'l'6Y be in doubt so that we rtra3 roooi". 

a te:rr worka ot art e.mong the proport,y, 

C(JlCLUSIONS• 
. 	 .. 

,(1) Tho aituatiOil w:th regard to thiJ ~. ('.old Train proport'./ s.. 

c11tt&l'OJlt in two major rotspclO'tB troa tl:w loot at the Reiohsbank. 

. (a) 	'rbe Rurlgeu-:1an Gol4 Train Property consists largelJ" at 

~ items, in contru~ to the itJMrouII item at valuable 

jowels wb1ah are in the Re1ababank 1."1 ~. 
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Cb) 'lb.e e.ppra.1sa.l ot the property in FranJeturt has been an 


. ord.erly and eN'ic.icmt proccso, ~ree..l;l in ~lzburg no 


(2) In vie:.., :;i! th= d~teriora.ticn o!'n. &reat part ot th:: ?I'o:?6~tY' it 18 

~re n~t li~ely to b~ as s~bstantial as ~aS anticipated. 

a ?t;riod of six weeks to mo 'r;hi~ths, or les:l t after 'I"Ie bo;:O.n 'WOrk at the 

S!'..lzb"X... ,; ~~::.rHl.se <t.ri. th the !,.rn:;:l. 

(1) . To r..i:.:.·~ .~.:lerica...." pe:::son.."'lel, for the £Ia.l:::bure op.::r:'ltion, consisting 
., 

of the: follO't'r':"ng : - . I 
\ 

(a.; 	A:'l I.G.C. repre30n-4:ative to be stationed at Sal~burg 

contrsc:t '.m-:i1 J:.:....,~ 30, 1947.) 

(b) 	An asDist.ant to the repre~enta-:ive G.15so:i:"ibed 1.'1 

(a.) ~bove (pro,o3ed e~lary $5,000 to $6,000 per 

:leu: .::;ontr:::.ct l:ntil Jt:ne 50, 1947.) 

NOT""~: 1'he reason fortba need of' B.!l allsistant 0) , 	 c~ 

~!>rel!len1::lotttve at SabblJrg 1s due to our ~ 

inten-i;icn not to have any a.ppraiaers othl!tr g; 
than 	one A.ustrian, wh.erea.$ in the Reichabank 



; ;:.

I I 

I \ 

-u­
, .. 

..t :p~ intend. to1l&n. mAileric&lf ..ppra:.t8--ir'IN 
.. ' ; -: .- " ~." ........ " '" '" ... - . ..:~~:. '. ~..~\.. .' ~ " . '' 

"':~ 	a~~~o,wUl·U,Sia.'.:tbe:~"D:~t1~, ~ 
;~" 	 ',~ ,'" y" ~"" • :," " .;', '.: :';'~.I .....', 

:'Ur thef;ik1ng 4)f··the· irrt.,ntar7.;· ~ ..th a' '~~.oco Clil,·,... 
., -. ." ;' ".'", ',\, .,., ' '. '.. ,_.' ".., ""..' , 

.'uaiata;nt,.at S..lsburS 1:be "overalll!ll'Pftiaal and· 1nvont0r7· , 
• ~" , .,. J :"., .... ~ ~ ~..; . 

can be oOmplo~d ~okl.1., '.. - ," " 
1\ . J ',' ' 

, (2.' 	S~. pare.graph (2.)~ pago 6,ot ,qfPOrt oi ~1p to ~~- ~-~." 
26 JIL.D.1.LU7II 194.7'-, . ," ,'. , ,'." - ". " . . 

. ., 	 ,'. 

(3) ~eo par~~a~ (3),' ,page 70t l!t;Y~t ot Tri~_tO.~, dat~ 26 Jan.19lt.7 • .~ 
(4.) 	 It If (4) If n :t It II ,,-., " '; . 

. C 

" 
 II ..
(5) 	 11 (5) , " '" " It It -. 

As indicated. in the lL~oYe.,~1oterred tofeport of Trip to Germa.ny dated. 


26 January, I have arranged: .:to.~ail to the U.S. on i{edJ:lOsdiq Ja.rr.uary 29, 


and have lTl.adetentative arrangemonts tor meeting with th9 ini;erested 

~ , I • • • 

govern:nent persona and depertm~t store otf'icu1:s so that, I. anti~ip8.~' 
I 

bog:!.nn1ng work without d.~ upon my err!val ~ 
, 	 :,.f - '. ' 

\ ,. " 

t, 
'. 

>*,! 	
I 

t~ 
Abba 	P. Sclr.1art:. 
Rcpar&tior~ orti\~r. 
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KIJlOIAi:D'tlM 
........ I 

'0 I Jbo. J.J. JACO!SOI' 

holl • Dr. 1uJot. w.iBLJ 

Be ,OGC/8V/IO - M\ze:rland Varia ­

I reter to ., tI.e:'.l'loradma to 70U. of NoTellger 22. III far aa the :Becher 
depol1t il cOIleerned·a:ut should lila: to add '"'."0-4.,-, ve found 
b7 chance &A old fl1e ~our fl11n« cabinet cODcerning this matter. 
I attach for 70ur tur\her infor.ationa 

a) cOPT of leUer tre'l The Jrdwh Al'In01 for Pale.ib.e. Washington, 
to Mr. Ko.e.A. Le.Tit'. ot,December lOt 1946. 

b) cOPT of letter frOll La"7 M.hclter to Mr. Olear Gau. Waahin«\on'12.17.46). 
c) COPT of 18thI' froll J.H.R1ldrinc to Mr.LeaTitt.~f January 14.l947.and 

of hi. letter to Mr. Goldmann. of same date. 
d) copy ot letter ireM Dr.Sehw~rtz to Mr.~le.zer Kaplan.of lebr.18.l947• 
• ) coPT of leUer from Dr.D•.#.r1a:a to Dr. SUnr. Yleu.a, of March 12. 1947. 

rroll this mattrlal lt ia eTident that the :Becher deposit hal bep.n handed 
over at the \i., to,theJ.wiBh Ag~e.r upon. deel.ion cf tbe State Depart.ent 
and thatth. Jeyiah Agene" ya. ~poled to act as the trugt.e of thoae 
a••et. and \0 a.certain the claim. of ~T1n, contrlbutors and to return 
identiflable propert,r. 

'­

We .... turther thd. the Jevllh A!,.n~ ftl acting in this matter on behalt 
bo t.h of the levi ISh Af;,enrfT and the IDO. 

Ve f'inallT l.aned fro. the material that the AIlericaa.Jew1sh Co_iU•• and. 
the American Jev11h Conference claimed nth the ,tate Department the rights 
or the Huncarlaa lovilh Ccnaanml'T cone,miJle the Beaher ...et•• - On the. 
other haJul. there 1. JlO 1Jldlcation in \he tlle &1 to what happeDed atterward. 
and Wh.ther or Dot the depo.l' 'is Itill int.act. 

'lb.e OfnCfl 01·0en.r~1o OolUl.el did Dot act in thl. matter oth.rvl.e thaD .,...... 
vrttb.1 JDC nenna. on WOTdber5. 1947.adTldnc them that thts ..ttft' "f"'-] 

'will be handled .xolil.~1Te17 trom htre". This letter 'Was written 1:D. rep1:r C\J 
.~' '''~'~-'"''4••..:-t...~~,·HHi'''';fZ'Q~:Mre:·:eutie1'''.c tht"leIRltdT!:lIel'l' of..lJlO; f'­

Salz'bvi.lndleatinc tha~ he bad iJliUated zo.. UTe.UgaUoJl. 1n Cll"'4er to Ctj 

-"jultif7. the t'1lr,)icicn that considenble:r-I.rts of't}:!. treasu.re 4iaappeare4 Ctj 

. Y1\hout ~c•• • 

.A4oord.inc to BuUeX" the er1g1nallT ethee! treasure va. eTalllated v1th about 

http:treasu.re
http:OolUl.el
http:Kaplan.of
http:Waahin�\on'12.17.46
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$800,000. whlrea_ th. valua'bl•• turned ove!, ,. 'h. JWith AceJlc;r vera 
eyalua\e4 vi\k $50.000.oalr. 

Th. C0Pl' 01 \he letter fro. 'he Lepl IJ.part.eu\ to Vinna ot Boveoer 
. S, 1941. ie. th.·.lad d~GWIl"" in QU flle. 

I 'heHfore replat the sua:eIU01l8 mad. 1!1 'lIlT ,la.\ Memonad.ua to 70U. 

Dr. Kurt Wehle 

cCIMr. M.Y.~e~lcan 


Mr. s. a-,Ilrgo. 


,.j 
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to! .Ir. L.O. StepbeDa, 
QeIIIIlftl eow.el.. 

E. "'00,
Ott1oe of the Camptrol.l.er. 

l
JIeoe1_ tJ.taa 1JIzo .. CO. ­~ 
~lNtl.... fd JI'CI..... 
nali• .a. ". 8A1a til 100taI 
...~ ,.. .Aa'liria. 

!
p.,..... o~ o1IS._ '" ......... .Ka.~ ~,,, co. LtL. . 
~ DoUer .....'taled 

ot the la.. o~ ""111 IV' 

LS:N' ·2JO.ID...ooaa.... ja.1flae. lSIe8•. 


'j 1,006..70 !..tt .PI""!'II.... 1*.. Jt..... Ie I) 
......... 00..• ale'fI ft....... 


, acripdlwzo t.rorA 8al....... . 


POI' ....1.. to 
5oa-JnUb. ..6pDo1ea 
.lOOOUId . 10Jt 

33721.3 
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!he latter an ..e abua a.. to JJW lUll U«J _1'1 aft 
JTaDaa ~,.w..' owe4 Iv' lBO to Bepuoat1oll Pal all ...__ ~ 
pd4 • DO Perla • lIr. ~ -13 J'elllruaa7191t9, ........ 
pro..... nal1ae4 tJ'ClII .•~ of 1IU'1cua __ lUll _ala. 
,. ttl... 1a Ilao aJl 0t!4. lila of JelPa lnDoa 153.2S _ ... 
'boob to .. aroe41t of the JtoD-JtwUb. .....,. ~t. It !a 
nGCJllaa!t4 thia. all.oul4 be oc:r&rfIIII"W Dto ~ P.naea. 

4. WOUl4 70U khan, ~ the Deptt7 ~ leIw'll1ta 
.,zoftl tor cl1atr1buUon ml41a~a1 of ttl...... 

Appz'01'IIIl tor 41a1ir.tlRltiAa. 
aIl4 c11apoaa1 .. cmU:I..... 

(S1ped) J.D. nap1.
&!U/SO 

00. 	 lIr. Sdlolee 
. Mr. Pcl'•• 

Beallltr,y 

Float 

C...... 
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-' ::" .... ··November:15th195()·: .' ~ '. Geneve, .....".. ~..."....................................,,~............................._..... . 

I; plaCe de HollUtde ';. .' 

" .. r •. 

...:•...;~flt;:~~~:H.V.Beckelmann 
··f.-)~t~:~:..)··Vice-Cba.1rman . 
:;~J~/~,;:·rA.J.D.C . 
:::!::<,~";' ',;'.119, rue St .Dominique.'.: ~'. ~:,:.' , .
.• :;)\ . Paris 7e. . 

" ..•. f ""!.~j,,..'..

l· ~.' :.~f . 
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~:'. Dear Mr. Beckelmann, 

~ , ' 

Please,excuse me that I am replying to your \ 
letter of October 25th only today, but I was always on the move. 

As to the so called Becher Deposit, we have . ,\' 
realized until' now the main part of it and have received a brutto 
amount of $ 44.595.- A small part,which consists of jewellery" -I 
valued at s~what over $ 5000.- still awaits realization,but I . ! 

hope to settle the whole affair shortly. 

Against it there were substantial expenses which 
duririg the 2 years before this office has taken the deposit over, 

} were paid by Dr .Pozner and a·fterwards by us •. Expenses consisting \ 

mainly of storage and insurance: . .J 

. I am sorry to say, that the existence of an 
agreement between the JOC and the Jewish Agency in this respect, was 
unknown to me. I have always reported to Jerusalem and credited and 
debited. all amounts to the Jewish Agency's treasury office. 
I know however, that a list of substantial claims of Hungarian 
'Jews eXists, claims which as far as I understand, were to be paid 
out of-the proceeds of the Becher Deposits. 

I am forwarding a copy of your lettere.nd of 
mine to Jerusalem and will not fail to keep you informed. 

337215 

Eran Laor .r....... ' .. ··.. .... J ... 

." , :... ,) .' 1 :.'; 1','j;;UDirector ~.' ,'. .. , . ...., ...J" 
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