
Reference 1.s lilN.rle to the let:tel' addreswed 'by IiI'. Hilliam Ha.llrun 

Tucl{, thGn Dir~ctor Ceriertll of the :1J1,tornationlll Refugee O!'ganizat:i.c.m, on 

of. 2>"Witzerhnd to the International He1\lf.!;"Oe Organizo.t.ion and tm adw,mce 

pa;YTi~nt of 100 ::r.n.lion escudos out of the proceeds of Oel'lrmn !H,;,setf:l in 

Portugal. These Stuns t.ogether n:take up a tlflUtnCf) of ~~7 ,500,000 which is 

14 June 1946. 

It is understood· th.:1t in the rooent discussions lD.stMay .':!nd. June 

betwaen the Unit!F)<1 ~!ta\;;l~::;, the United Kingdom and li'ra."lce on t.he one side 

and Switzerland 'On the other, the Unitf:d States favored the makingo! a 

request to the Swisa delegc~tian for the :further· adv;'?'l1ce payment of 

approxlma.tely lh. million SWiss francs. It is understood, aov/ever, th..~t 

~luch a Teqt1eflt 'Was not tn facti de11wred. to the [)wiss dGllegatim:'l. ernd th.'llt 

th0 matter :i.s to be taken Ul" o."lce more when the Swi:'9s-Allied dis01JJilSiol'lS 

'the recent occurrence of eertain events makes it s:ppropr:L.il.te to 

d.iscusif'this mtter once il1Ol"S and for the International Re.fugee Ol"ga.niZl'l,

tion respecttully to urge that the Allied ('tOVl&rnlllents immed1IAooly forw'ard 

to the C'JOverntl$nt of Switzer:Umd a request for a further advance. In. so 

doing, the International Refugee Organizatiol't bears it! mind the a1W~lYS 

s;;'lmpatl1eUc ami }l(~lpful attitude of the ('lOverm~.rent of tile vrdted ::')tl:l.tes.: 

1. 5i:nce the adjourrL"rent of the recent ;;)'\"iiss-Allied disCllSsi()!lS, 

changes have tllken. place 1,.n tho l'elte of exchange ap',plicable to the 

?ortugUl'lse esc'ldo~ It wIll be reca.lled 'Ghat the. total amount receivable 

b~l trw Int.el'nat.ional Tl.ef'ugBe Organi,z~t1on on bel'lalf 'Of' pe.rsecutee.s was 

fb:ed in dollars 0,25,0.,,)0,000) under the l'aris Heparat:ton Ag-reeulent the 
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Five PoW€i:r .l\.grao~rdll1tof ll~ JUl'l.e 1946. af this total, ~f7',.:JOO.tOOO is at,:i.II dlle. 

It is understood. tha,t 100 million esoudos are earmarked under the :Portuguase-

Allied Agreemen.t wlrlch was initialod in 1!'>eh~lt1ry 191.(( but .h.as not as yet tleen 

implemented. At the oftieial rute ofaxchant~ , this sum of 100 million es

cudos is ·equ.ivalent to (iJ,480,OOO. c!omrening the belanee I)f~1.,020,OOO into 

3rdss francs at the official rate of e.r.cha..'1ge ()f 4.28, it becomes B.p'.purent that 

the al1m of 17,20:5;000 b'"wiss francs is the approl.lrinte SU.Hl '~:iich should be re

]Jrevious discussions .. 

2. As the Department of i~tt:l.te is aware,ill discn8sions which hQva 

w](on piaoe SUbS.Olrl.ent to· the recent ~ooss-;;1.1ied negotin.tio:ns, the C'tO~rernment 

of the Unt tedK1n.gdom has indic(i\ted a willingness to support the requefst to be 

tiona to the effect tl-'.at t,he A ...nerican ~m,d. French Governments were, during the 

r,~cent negotiat:i.ons, 1"1l'epared to requost this advance, it -Would seem feasible 
• >," • 

th"'l,t such a request be made t,rt:. this time. 

3. Officials of the I:n.t~rfli~tlQn8;1. J1.e.ftlgee Orgnniza:t;ican h ..we 

recen.tly had conversations v'll.th Minister i5tucki in Bern. During the cour.'36 of 

these talks tstlni!lter Stucld :Lndiclited his 'Willingness to recommend payment of 

e further adw.mce to the Inter.nnt:tonal Reftlgee Organization, stat,ad that he 

Accord, arid. suggested, in responee to a question It,s to whr.rt the Inte1"l1atiom1i 

nefugee"or~ariization might dote advance this matter, that further discussiolilS 

be held1'd!:~l1 too United StatoB .iJep:.u-tment of State. It must be stated. tha.t 
.~; .'. . 

it is not' ant.irel:r clear from t,he record of the 'International 1~'ef";1I!;ee Or

gas':lization-swiss discus!3ionfJ whether the Sl'tlss Government 'will rtlfike El. 

before indica.ted.) or whether th.B ~3w1ss adVlIDce w.'I.11 i.e made in cO!U'lElction 

'with overall aettler~mnt of Swiss-:Allied ·differ-a'nces. Novertheless, it 

to jl1stify an i.mmediate request to be addressed t.o the 1!l"'fi"iSS Guverrunant. 
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In this connection, it may b(;} pointed out th<l'lt if in f.lct the 

Sildas Govsl."'flri,'.ont is preparErl to JJllilke <.in advanoe only in oonnee-t~:tan 1rlth 

l)'ITerall settlement of o1.ttstandiug issue,S, t'hia fact willundouhtedly be 

either to the objectives of the International Heftlgee Or(Sanization or o£ 

the Allied Oovernmrmts from the making of the request. jioreover, ahoulcl 

suo}) a request i'Je made afldnnswered r~voraJ)l.Y1 one of the nUu~,)US problems 

noVi outstanding would be removed from the agenda for the fortheontl..l'lf~ S'wiss-

Allied tneet:lng. In ad.dition, the present meeting of the General Council 

of the rntornational Refugeo fJrganization wC)uld afford an oxcellent 

International l1efugee Organizat:i.on, lc>r'r'. Kin~...,ley, a.'1d Ehdss authorities,. 

J.n \tiew of these circumstanceslit is respectfully urged. t.hat the 

GCivern_nt of the U'nited states consult with the Goverl:ur.ants of' the 

United hingdom and Fra,nce with a view toward the ,nakints of an imll.'l8diate re

quest to the Swiss Qoverruaent for an a.dvance W the International ~f;efugoe 

Organizat.ion of the aUln of 17 ,20:~ ,600 Sll/iSeI fra..I'lCs. 

Intern.a:t:.1onal He-fugae Organization 
Yiaahingtoo, D. C. 

October 4, 1949 
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Octooor 6, 1949 

Mr. J.iionald K1ndsley 
Director General 
International Ref.ugoe Oraanization 
Geneva, 8'lvit\~erhmd 

Dear ,Mr. Kingsley: 

I enol,oso COPY' of the:ooIaol"andum which I left with Mr. Thorp during 
tbe cours~ of my conforence "dth him on OctQoor4, 1949. 

Upon receipt of M'r. HackinG' G lei:,ter of Deptcmber 30 rela,ting to 
the convers~lt:l(m which he and. :-'1'. ,Eullrfl.tll1 h.;Jj, with ~~b1ister stucki on 8aptember 20, 
I discussed informally 'prl.th liIJpropriate officials of ;:tHte DeIl<l-trtroont the st!ltuB 
of the trtpart1t.e rmjU9st which the Allied Governments had been cOl.1side1"'i;lg for some
time. 'rhe Unit;f;d ~)tf.1teB has been .lirt::ticms t.oflove ahead and obtain th<!;l 'i:aJ.ci.noc of 
reparation fnnds due to ma~Y1:..tll9- Q_Ql,~~Ei"QQQ,,,QQQ.;..md the course of the 
Allied-G"rim~ negot.ia1iions held ht.nt Mny and June, the United F3tatas s0uf:~ht to obtain 
the agreement of theiiritish and !::ranch to' request. H f~trther payment fn)m t.he Swiss 
Ck.1Vermnent. The French agreed to join in 6\.1.011 a request, .bilt unfortunately the 
~:tt'1tish did not come pl"'Eypared "lith adequate tnstruct.:lono cO'Verin~; this point. The 
result 'was that t~Ie fl,llied Governments'did r'.(Jt, request 2. further pa;y-:ment for tha InJ) 
durinE the course of the negotiationa last },'l.ay. SinCe the eSBenti~d p:rerc"tuisite 
to IS obtaining additional funds from the ;)wias under the 17fashirlfi:ton Accord is 
,!:,hat request for such pc'lYlnont be made by the three /\11ie6; all of our efforts on 
tds ~l~ide the ocean have for [,( vcr:'" long t.\.m0 been devot,ed t:.) p(;:rsuadinc; the 
Allied Uovern;"mnts to ID[llke tmch a request,. 

After tho negotiationa v,'ere conclu,led in Washington in June, .1 con
tinued to urge the United '.;ltates to facilitate the presentati.on of u tripartite re
quest to the ;:lwiss. Since the }i'rench advtsed the United ,gte,t,cs that they were l"(Hcldy 
to join i:n such H requestJ ther.e romained only the concurrence of t.be Llritish to be 
obta,ined. Unit,ed 2t.,1tes R})prOHChed the Br:ttish on t.his subjoct thrOUGh d:1.plom.9.tic 
cha.nnels in August; and though a r"(3ply has not yet ber~n received" the ile'partmt:m't. bas 
re.~son to believe the,t the Xsrltieh will now be willing t.o to tripa,i'':'tite 
request. 

The receipt, of Ulll.ckinEfs ac:count of the t.r,llk "with ~'itucki provided an 
excellent ()e{~asion for me to call Uj:<>!1 .f,ir. Thorp to 'point out to him that the amount 
of 14 million Gy,las trancs l'/hic11 !,(tr. '1\lck had previously requ~~ated in his letter of 
April 22 tu Perier and his lott.er of April 23.to ;;I!r.. Thorp should be increased 
to 1'(',,205,600 S'Wiss £ranoo in order to make tiP the loss ocensioned by the devaluation 
of the Portu(',llese escudo; and. to urge i(lr. Thorp to take appropriate action to accelerate 
the presen.tation of a tripartite reque:Jt. 

Since I deemed it appropriate to be aeecmrpanied by the highGst r~nking 
IHO official in the '\'iashinf:;ton Office, in General 11ood.'s absence I requested 
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Colonel Dick to accompany me clIld he readily agTeed. As y-ou will note from the en
('..losed memorandum which I left with Mr. Thorp, I was careful to make clear that I did 
not know whether Mr. Stucki would respond to th,e tripartite request. for a further pay
ment to lHO innnediately upon receipt of SUt:h request or whether he would be inclined 
to delay until the many problems, intercustodial, etc." between, th~ $1vi38 and the 
Allies were completely ironed out. Mr. Thorp and the other State Department officials, 
vrere most sympathetic tiD the request that they aCCelerate the presentation of tlie 
t:ripartite request. They understand that'ITW's sole iirt.erer:::t in these llU!.ttersis to 
obtain t.he rep."l';:,t:Lor.. funds in order t;-lnt thf~ assistance c(mtemplated by therepHriltion 
treaties may be m.ade available to the 

.
persecutees

," , 

\tithout further 
, 

delay.
. ,,'. , . . 

As I indicated in my calbe to you today, in :my opinion tile questions 
of bilateral ;;>wiss-Allied negoti':Jtions, inte:.l'CI.Istodiai problem..<; and the like cannot 
properly be raised by DO s:L.'1ce rno's poSitJ.OIl with r;;,:spect to the "(~1shington Accord 
is t:b.,a t of a tllird rx:.rty beneficiary concerned only witil those ~)rovi8ions of the Accord 
w;.,ich permit the Allied Governments~ to draw iTnmedi;,tely up to 50 ,:Jillion Swiss francs 
for the IRO. I do not Ul'1cler a.'1Y circumstances think it appropriate for the 1;-1:0 to 
relay or elucidate to Mr. Thorp bir. Stucki's puints regarding bilateral agree:rnents or 
any of the ot!leI' problems which are the subject (If discussion between the Swiss and 
the Allies and which are matters of no proper concern to the IRO. 

As I also indicated :L.'1 my cable, the fact that we may be sceptical 
about whether Iilr. Stucki will !'eDpond favorably to a tripartite requ0~t is not a 
reason for lIW not to ask foz' that requGst to be :n~",de. 3ince 1Ii'.0 stands it'1 ttle posi
tiDn of a t.rl1st.ee in the duunistration of the reparation proi;ram, it is obliged to 
t':ike all appropriate measu~.'es which lnay produce the 'rep"trat:].on funds 'with the least 
possible delay. A tl"ipartite request to the ;}wiss is 1..11 any Ci:lse an essential pre
requisite to any further payment by the Swiss to the Ti10 tmdor the Accord; ~nd the 1}ZO 
pOSition, ,,,18 established in the previous letters to 1;1. Perier and :Mr. Thorp, has been 
to ask that such request be made as soon as possible.. '[he fact should not be over
lOOked tklat it 'was throll;~h TIW il1itiative th,;.t the three J\l1ieu Governments presented 
the original request. to the Swiss -to pay the 20 million ~h\iiss frar!C~; and it Vias also 
1hO initiative which resulted in the pa;Y'li1.errt of the 20 m:'Ll1ion ;3vuss francs since 
Hr. Stucki had had 0. trip.:.artite request on his desk for many months. It was only 
when I:~() appealed to him on hum.::mitaritm grotJ.n:ts thcd~ he arT.;mged for the payment. 

I hope that; a tripartite request irlll sewn he presented to the. Go-vern
HlBnt of ~;witzer1anu. Vie should not act on t.he anticipatioll. of a rejection of ~JUch 
a requost. Tho 3wis~> Governrrl€nt once oof01'0 recognized the humanitarian needs and 
made the requested p"~yJ!lQnt of 20 minion Swiss francs. The official S\'Jiss press 
release when the S'w:Lss decided to pay the requested 20 million SWiss francs clearly 
stated that tllG pa;Y1!lCnt was made on hWllB.nitarian grounds. because of the s01'io1.18 plight 
of the rd·ugees. The general atmosphere with respect to a sett.1ement of the differences 
between the Allies and the Gwiss on those m,,1.ttsrs which are not InO's concern is more 
favorable n,:Jw that it was previously. 

There are many factors which justify at least a mild Opt.imiSIh about 
a further payTilent. 'I'he fact that the j~l1ied Governments will request a further ru"1d 
last paj-ment of 17 ,205,600 Swiss francs for IRO while Mr. t,tucki' probably anticipates 
a reque IJt for the full )0 million &l1issfrancs may be another factor which would 
influence 1~1r. Stucki to make the further payment. 

337770 


http:s01'io1.18
http:rep"trat:].on
http:t.rl1st.ee


F 

ONAl ARCHIVES

REPROOUCEO ATTHE NATI _ (~/ ,S""'S(/:?If), 

-3

In any case, it appears to be the view of the United stgtes, both 
now and whcn our previous letters '<,ere discussed, that, the making of the request 
could not prejudice our case, and that, while 8\lCh a reque.st rrk1.y not 'be.a suf
ficient c(mdition, it is a necessary condition precedent ,to any hope of payment. 

I l'\d.ll, of course, keep you informed of further deyelopments. 

Sincerely }"Durs" 

Abba F'. ~3chwartz 

:,', . 

Enclosure 
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125, H.ue de Lausanne, 
Geneva. 

22nd October 1948 

.' 4LC>aI'#(£CP",") .l 
Dear George, ~ - f Ij 

I enclose, informally, a copy of a detailed report 

on reparations which 1 presented to Mr. 1'uck and which I 

have suggested that he forward to the Pive Powers. Since 

I do not know what changes, if any, he will make in the 

document, please do not consider this the finished product 

until you receive another copy through the normal channels. 

In the meauti.tJ.e, I thought you would be interested in glancing 

through it, since it sets out in detail what we have done in 

the last fifteen months. 


' Since I do not have another copy in finished form 
, ',',' to send to Jack, Todd, I would apprelBiate i1' you would pass 

); : this on to him after you have read it, since he is quite!f fam.iliar with the technical aspect of the prograill. 

A great deal has occurred since I last saW you in 
Paris. Sir Arthur spent several days in London confen'ing 
with the Foreign Office and Sir Herbert. He returned deteI1nined 
to. find at"! excuse for not pa,ying the JOC 'I'ransportation costs 
to Palestine. He told me that he expected strong pressure to 
be brought to force payments to be made to JIC and that he, 
lvir. Edmonds and Sir Herbert thought that such costs should be 
met fran reparations. He reported that Sir Herbert thought that 
'Iransport Costs to Palestine were included in the Reparation Projects 
which he had approved. 

I advised Sir A. that I thought Sir Herbert's memory 
was failing him, since such costs were specifically excluded 
from the .T.oc approved projects. I furnished Sir A. ,dth the 
projects which were submitted by JIC to Sir Herbert, and 'with 
Sir Herbert's letter of approval, which together constitute the 
JOO approved I'eparation projects. I enclose, for your information, 
a copy of the memaandum which I sent to liIr. 'l'uck on the subject 
and a copy of the JX plans together with 3i1' Herbert's letter 
of approval. 

Sir A. Vias very unhappy to find that I was correct and 

asa double check he said he vlould send all the data to ~hr 


Herbert for further advice. 


I requested a meeting with Mr. '.i'uck to discuss this 

matter, but as usually happenS. it was im:,.oossible to talk to 

him alone. 'l'here were present .::Iir Arthur, l\.fr. Tuck, Dr. Kullman 

and. myself. Sir ilrthur took the position that: 


(1) Neither he nor 1'11'. Tuck knew that SUbstantial 

reparation pa;)'lIleats had been paid to the JOO; he said he 

thought the funds >'rere piled. up in the bank. 


(2) Since the JOC has receh"ed reparation funds 

in the runount of about ~,700,OOO in different currencies, 

there is no reason why IRO should pa,y large sums for :l.Inmigration 

to Palestine. 


(3) In determining what pa,y;nents should be made to JOC 
IRO should take into account the substantial funds made available 
through reparations as well as the large amounts which theytl 

receive froJJl~he Jews in the States. It 
337772 
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125, Rue de Lausanne, 
Geneva. 

22nd October 1948 

,,! / C:;::cu~J 
/I J.v..I ~(1Il#

Dear George, ~ . f . 

./ 

I enclose, informally, a copy .of a detailed report 

on reparations which 1 1>resented to Mr. 'luck and which I 

have suggested that he forward to the Ii'ive Powers. Since 

I do not know vrhat chrulges, if any, he will inake in the 

dOCtullent, pleaSe do not consider tilis the finished 'oroduct 

until you receive another copy through the normal c~.annels. 

In the meantime, I thought you WOllld be interested in glancing 

through it, since it sets out in detail what we have done in 

the last fifteen months.
( Since I do not have another copy in finished form 


, . to send to J"aclc Todd, I would apprefBiate if' you would pass 

! this on to him after you have read it, since he is quite
Ij familiar with the technical aSJ}ect of the program. 

A great deal has occurred since I last saw you in 
Paris. Sir Arthur spent several da,ys in London conferring 
with the l<'oreign Office and Sir Herbert. He returned determined 
to. find an excuse for not paying the JOC Transportation costs 
to Palestine. He told me that he expected strong pressure to 
be brought to force payments to be made to JIC and that he, 
lvir. Edmonds and Sir Herbert thought that such costs should be 
met fran reparations. He reported that Sir Herbert thought that 
'.transport Costs to Palestine were included in the :Reparation Projects 
which he had approved. 

I advised Sir A. that I thought Sir Herbert's memory 
was failing him, since such costs were specifically excluded 
from the J'JX: approved projects. I furnished Sir A. with the 
projects which were submitted by JOC to Sir Herbert, and vlith 
Sir Herbert's letter of approval, vttlich together constitQte the 
JOC approved reparation projects. I enclose, for your information, 
a copy of the memaandwu which I sent to Tuck on the subject 
and a copy of the JX plans together 'with Sil~ Herbert's letter 
qf approval. 

Sir A. was very LUlha~:)py to find that I 'was correct and 

as a double check he said he would send all tbe data to Bir 

Herbert for 1'urther advice. 


I requested a meeting ,vith Mr. 'I'uck to discuss this 

matter, but as usually happens it was impossible to talk to 

him alone. 'l'he:ce were present Sir Arthur, },1l:'. 'fuck, Dr. Kullman 

and mYself. Sir Arthur took the position that: 


(1) Neither he nor frlT. 'l'uck lr.new that substantial 

reparation payme,lts had been paid to the JOC; he said he 

thought the funds were. piled up in the bank. 


(2) Since the JOC has received reparation funds 

in the amount of about ~,700,OOO in different currencies, 

there is no reason why IRO should p~y large sums for ~ronigration 


to Palestine. 


(3) In detenllining what payments should be made to J1X; 
IRa should take into account the substantial fLmds made available 
through reparations as well as the large amounts ," which they 
receive frol;l 'G!le Jews in the States. II 
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(4) Since Sir Herbert excluded movenlent costs to Palestine 
from the JLC approved reparation projects on the asswnption that such 
costs would be borne by the U.S. Goverrur.ent, alld since that 
asstunption was false, the .J]X; projects should be reviewed to 
include ~rmigration costs to Palestine. 

Needless to say, KulDnann agreed with. e verything that Hucker 
said. 

I advised them as follows:

(1) The approved reparation projects exclude n:ovement tosts to 
Palestine, and neither Sir ArthUl~ nor anyone else has the right to 
chan.f:;e those llrojects since IRO took over the reparations program 
on July 1 1947 and },fI.~. ~.l.'uck succeeded to the duties and responsibilities 
which were f~ excercised by Sir Herbert. 

rVY~ 
(2) The J'X has for over a year relied upon the approved 

projects,has submitted bills in coni'orrJlity therewith, and has 
determined its overall budget in the light of the reparations funds 
received. 

(3) Even~he projects were revised to include all or part 
of movement costs to Paletine, the J'.cc has already billed to the 
full extent of the three million dollars under it IS 'l'ransportation 
and 1,ligTation Project, and even if the balance of funds to make 
up the 25 million dollars wlder the treaties is received, there 
will not be enough to meet the J.iX: billings to date which exceed 
10 million dollars. 

(4) In ru~ event there are no funds on hWld to llleet the 
.TX Palestine movement bills, and I received the :impression that 
Sir Arthur was concerned about meeting such costs in the ver:'l nee.r 
future. 

(5) I expressed my great surprise that both 1;:]1'. 'l'uck run 
Sir P.rthur should claim that they did not know that Teparation 
funds were being paid to the JX and the JeWish bgency. I asked 
them if they thought that I and the rest of1l\Y staff had been 
working all this t:ime in order to accUlIlulate a balance in the 
bank, similar to that .. ,rhich rEO found to its surprise it had on hand at 
the end of it~. IS first fiscal year. I brought to their attention the 
fact that aside from the doctullents which passed over :Mr. Tuck IS ~ k. 
whenever I made substI¥1tial pa,Yments, every : Cornm: Repert 
contained a statement of Reparations funds reCeived and paid. 
and such docLUnents passed through both bir. Tuck I s and Sir P.rthur' s 
offices. 

(6) I told them that I had received the distinct impression 
that they felt it was unfortunate that the reparations program has 
succeeded and that substantial assistance has been afforded to 
persecutees. I pointed out very clearly that they shou'ld realise 
by now that the reparations program is on~ aDnost entirely concerned 
with assistance to J'ews, and that if it was not of sufficient 
interest to then, they were W1der no obligation to continue the 
ailministration of tIle program, since they could notify the Pfve 
Powers that they desired to relieve IRO of all duties and responsibilities 
under the Five Power Agreenlent. Sir ..trthur becarne slightly embarassed 
at this suggestion. He said he was. afraid I mmsunderstood him 
that it was ulerely that he and kr. Edmonds and Mr. Tuck felt that 
the Jews received assistance from so lll~ sources that they should 
not demand so much from IRO. Since Sir Arthur at a previ6us meeting 
had referred to the substantj.al sums contributed by American Jews, 
I took occasion to tell him that I did not believe tha,t in determining 
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the extent of assistance 'V\tJ.ich TIm felt it could extend to Jev;j.sh DP's 
through the J1X! and other organisations, contributions fror.:l Al.uerican 
Jews should be taken into. account to any greater extent thail. contributions 
by tT.Krainians, Lithuanians and othel~ national groups. 

Dr. Kullmann contribution to the discussion, asid.e from his 
agreeing vd.th Sir Arthur I s brilliant analysis, VIas to pcint cut 
that he thcught Irrf suggesticn about giving up the administration of 
the progrrun was iJ.!j.practical, since the Five Povyers were really non
existent so. that there wculd be no, cne to. Yihomthe administration 
of the program cculd be returned. I replied that Dr. Kull.mann vras 
mistaken since I have on several occasicns referred questions cf 
interpretation cf Reparation Agreements to the French Government, as 
repres!entative of the }'ive PcY{ers, and have alwa;ys received satisfactcry 
replies. NiT. ~'uck pointed cut that the questicns was not one of giving 
up the reparations program but of determining the extent cf' assistance 
which should go. to. Jewish DP's. 

The meeting broke after an hcur with Mr. Tuck's suggesticn that 
Sir Arthur ccrrespond with Sir Herbert and his ltiews on the entire 
subject matter; and that in a flew weeks we should all have a meeting 
with the cfficials cf the JIX:. 

You can clearly see the general atmosphere and attidiude of 
both, 'ruck, Hucker and Kullmcl1ln. I think that Rucker kncws cf!- feels 
that he will scon have to face up to. the JJ.X.:: bills for Palestine 
Illcvel!.ent, an.d he is seeking every means to. avcid pa,yment. 

As I think 1 have told you, 1 plan to leave about November 1st 
and suggested to. l,ir. Tuck that I continue the reparaticns work as a 
"consultant". I have !till not received ar:.y r'eply fro.m him so I do 
not kncw what he intends to do.. I am leaving this 'evening for Israel 

a.'1d will be bacle in Geneva about Ho.vember 1st. I can It imagine that 
Tuck 'will be vlillin£ to have the entire pro.!:-£l~am _ collapse, which it 
will if I diassociate myself entirely. 

" Bill Cox is away on leave and will also be back on Ncvember lst~ 
He is alwa,ys a help in gett~ things straightened out; and I know that 
he feels strongly that I should finish up the odds and ends, I and he has 
offered to act as liaiscn in Geneva if I carry out If\! plans to. return 
to the States. 

Since I have o.nly a few minutes to get to. t he airport, I must 
close, but with the assurance that I vall keep you posted. 
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MERCHANDISING ADVISORY COli.MITTEE 
TO THE 

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORG1\NIZATION 

119 \'lest 40th street 
, New York 18, N. Y. 

August 2, 1948 
Committee Members: 

Russell P. Bygel, PreS. 

Interstate Dept. Stores 

III Eighth Avenue 

Neyf York, N.Y. 


David Freudenthal 

l"inancial Consultant 

50 BroE"dway 

Ne\v York 4, N. Y. 


Bernard Gimbel, Pre~ 


Gimbel Brothers 

Ne\;, York 


Victor Hammer 

Hammer G~.ll.1eries 


682 Fifth :l.venue 

Nel'rYork, N.Y. 


Joseph Kasper, Pres. 

;,ssoc. Nerchan. Corp. 

1440 Broadway 

NevJYork, N.Y. 


Allan Kramer 

Sullivan and Cromyrell 

48 \·/all Street 

NewYork, N. Y. 


Fred Lazarus, Prese 
Federated Dept. stores 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Salit Leidesdorf 
S. D. Leidesdorf & Co. 

l Pershing Sq~~re 


New York, N. Y. 


N. A. Leitner 

Price 1<\faterhoUBe & Co. 

56 Pine 8treet 

New York, N.Y. 


Ed\lfin I. t,',ark s ' 

Chm. li;xecutive Comm. 

R. H.h8.cy & Co. 
l1erald Square, N. Y. 

Robert HcKim, Pres. 

,;ssociated Dry Goods 

.366 Fifth :~venue 

Ne','iI York, N. Y.' 


Edward lvlitten, Pres. 

Jordan Iviarsh 

Boston 

Mass. 


B. Earl Puckett, Preso 

Allied stores Corp. 
1440 Broadway 

New YOIlk, N.Y. 


'1iJilliam O. Riordan, Sr. 
President 
Stern Brothers 
l~ ,"est 42nd street 
New York, l\f. Y. ' 

George ~:hitten, Pres. 

Burdine's 

l-'Iiami, Fla. 


P. G. ~:innett, Pros. 

Bullock's 

Los i-~ngeles, CaUf. 


Gabriel,Perras 

c/o French Financial 

Attache 


" 39 Broadway, N. Y. 
(French Representative 

il.rthur l·T. Beamand 
1 '''''all Street 
New York, N.Y. 
(British Representative 

No Diamond Sale has ever been held comparable to the sale described in 
the enclosures. The entire proceeds from the sale of 6000 carats and more, go 
exclusively for the resettlement and rehabilittition of those most unfortunate 

.people, - the homeless rei'ugees in Europe. 

These Diamonds are part of the loot the Nazis stole from individuals, 
which loot in turn was seized by the Allied ilrmies when they conquered Genn2I1Y. 
The property seized, including these Diamonds, was turned oyer to the Inter
national Hefugee Organization,- a branch of the United Nations,- by the .Allied 
Powers, wi th instructions thc.:t the properly be sold and the proceeds used to 
resettle and rehabilitate people who \'tare the victims of Nazi aggression, and 
unable to return to their place of origin. 
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The I.R.O. asked a group of U.S. citizens to aid in the disposal of this 
property and the Committee described above was fonned. il.ll members donate their 
services. tJo one receives a penny of profit from ,this sale. 

Because of the great humanitarian purpose to \~hich the proceeds of this 
sale 'llill go, it is the COITh'!littee f s hope that bidders will make bids not based 
on the lel1~t amount of l'llOney that each lot fuay be \\'Orth, but on a basis that 
represents the ml1y.imU!11 price that can be paid for ea.ch lot. 

Thank you for your help. 

'l4ERCH,J:wrSD<m j~DVISOHY CQv',}UTTEE 
TO THl1 
PHi:,PARATORY COiiuyiISSION 
INTEillJATIOl'·LI.L ITi:;FUGEE ORGANIZATION 

R. C. KH.:ll'f£R' 
CH.i~IRHiili 
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G<. That pr(:H~edent ,ex!;:;;:;s for eJtempM.on of pre;'5ec.\l't:~:;ea ~ I 

from. lc-=gislatlon' aft'actIn.g Germans in similar re'l3pec r~f:l' 
" 

(his ,letter incorrectly states thatC(jntrql Ccun(~11 \ 
lal.f number ~5 .provtd.es foJ' exempt i(')!), of Gc~?:man extf~X'nlil 
a~18~:t!~ of vJ.ctims ,:)1' .1\1azl persecut:i.on;i hOi-\1ever" p:~"t.:·f r 

1
e!'t~nt:2.;;U. ppovlsio:n:'3 ha:v~? In .faot been made by some' Jcctmtries, lncludh'lg US) 0 . 

. ,It; has been polnted ou.t .in Of'aGUS 'that ord ll'lclnCe. '71 il
does not clearly i:nd:lcate whether- JRSO 1s exempt" Er~n~:a II 

:1 

though i t ~J.early qualiftes as .~har.itable (Jrgam.J.zation.!< Ii 

cCiS :tts boaz-d ~ector5 is n()t 1.n. curi'>ency areapre " 

at;rib(~d by NO law i:lllmber 63 as reilu1red by ordinance Tl., t1" 
11.0't',18vel".l'· ther's- :i.s ,3. s h"o:o.g feelin.g in OMGUS .thai;' :tti,p~J,J.d. 
be unt:ltse to accord JRSOdiff~u"ent tr~~atment from t;hat 
given to properties of'the general elas c? 1 aecutees, 
and that 1i;. ·If:ouldot):1.n.ad.'V'isa _e .,D malce <1 general 
E:J::emption. forpE;,rs,~cut;~H~:?, as a gr<)up. Hea30rkS 211.11'pO\-t :l.ng' 
thiEj v:~e'W are~ 

P,., Om.~ of important p\.n:p,)~.e8 of 'che equ.:;\). :lult;icm leglJ':,li!"" 
U.o:n, 1~requently o"iJ'erlooked» 15 to complet{~ currency 
reforli'l and to place P·?:f.'sons in possession Clf tang:tb1e 
property on rele1t.1'vely aqua1 'basi:s \.'lith persons O'VlT!1..ng 
cUl"'rency, l'lhlch wa:3 d.evaluated by. CUl"l:'el'l.c:l,f Clonve:;-:'~l:torL Y-
In lmplementlng this :~'\urpcase it .is inadvisable ·toexenipt 
a. verS" broad segme:'nt of.' p:r'oper·tlea to be affected; 

130 Persecu'tees ('annot (~la.ime~lCemptlon purely 'on Dash} of 
analogy to exemption i.)f UN properties.. Subject of com·.. 
penaation "to UN prop·at>1;y owners WJ.ll be dealt with .1.n .. 
pe:':H~et;reaty; tl'::erl::fo.r'e present measure is an interim c)ne., 
On other hand, deg:tOee of compensation to .persecute!eSrJi11 
?:lot be dealt withoy treaty and should not be coupled' . 
with UN property p:r-oblem; .' 

C".,Regal"ding JRSO, l\i,::t t,hat it Is a charitable o:I:-gan.iz<'!j= 

tlbn sho~~tcl not pe:\, ;H! determlne e:KertlJ>t1o!lo Inst~~.:id!, 

1-1., '-" n'"_t::~,t"\..&.";·t"l;;""'P...: 0 f. t;.."","'~~"o:;;:-' \..!'ij 1,.~·... "".., f" "'ho"l<) .1......... 

i 
,. 
d l""'" 1..,,1\0-:0,0..
~"'4J.'7... -t., ""'ro<"'I~'J"'+-'~.i';rIO.'.... l'l"\:)V-"&" A elf' ':1.('3 t .... r::r~',,\..1...,. 

factor". ~l'hus" a hospItal.!> a Cem!?:tF.:'J';}' etc., ob\r:1ousl:T 
design!:!d :f'or chari 'table or ~~elfare or,}f.~rat:tng pUrp()SEH1, . 
•"JJ8 distll1gu:lshec1 from incom.e pI'oducing p!'operti<l:~8.'1 s]v:luJd 

be E':~'(el't1p tf.!d 

CONFIDENTIAL 

. 0'35 . ::r. J) 
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, 	 , 

be ei\:empted in the hands althe present holder cr inI 	 the hands of a /rest1.tutee, whether restltutee is .JRSO 
or an ind1v1dual. Contrarily, business property, 
opEJ1."ated for profit, should not be exempted t'Wl~n in 
handa' of JSROj 

ll., Persons t/ho possesseed pr.operty on date of (;urren(.~y 


reform should pay tax on assessable property l."eg-=lrdless 

if it 1s subject tO

I 
a .restttut1on clalmo Restitut10n law 


provides (article 34 " paragraphs 1 and 2; art:t.cle 91, 

paragraph 2) that a tax of this type must·eventuvll.y be 

"bOI"ne by rest1.tut;ee. Thus, even though JRSO did not 

possess property' on JUlie 21, 48.; it would eventu,ally be 

required, at leastInd1reetl'y, to pay the tax if the 

prc.fperty is assessable,; 


I J~. It appears that Qrdinafll~e 71 as presently dr-afted 

't'1ouJ..d perm1.t exemptIon 01' chart table or religious' 

pX'clpertles sub.1ect to restitution, although many other 

properties l"ould not, eVEm in hands of .JRSO, be ellgible 

for! €~1(emp t ion; 


1". Enlargement of class of' persons exelupt from ord1mmce 

71 W'ould seriously hampel'" its implementation in view of 

great; d1.fficulty in determining whether all persons' 

elaim.:lng to be polItical persecutees were l.n fact su6h~ 

¥;xernp'l:lon would also leadto opposition 1'rom less 

privileged perseeutees and would be contrary t.o position 

taken in satellite peac~ treaties. 


General Hays in preliminaI"'Y reply to letter has et&ted 

j;ha.t t,o exempt pe:r:secutet~s 'in general is much toooroad 

an exemption and is not pI'actl(~al~ .as it would be vll' 

,;ual1y impossible to determlne persecutee status in a 

large number of caSeS Clnc1 such status might include. 

:large number of Gel"'mans; thaI; on other hand it would not 

be fair or just to exer!lpt merely one group of persecutees; 

but that whole lnatter beJng carefuXly studied and bt.~ing 

I'e:terred to 'W~3shlngton f',)t".6CJvernme1'1t views. ' 


Military Government has also received cable from . I 

AmerI{~an Jewish Committee ,\,lorld Jewish Congress" New \ I 

York, requesting wi thho1d.:1.ng of approval of ordinance II 
71 on grounds similar to those advanced by Jewish . 

adviser. 

COl:Hi'IDENTIAL 
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~·4-, 935.. June '15;_6 p.rno, from Berlin',..-- ,,' ..... . 

adviser, AlsQ letter received, from, .Il.merican Asscclat:l.ori 
of .Former European Jurists" N,ew Yorkj> stating pr'esent, , 
limited exemption in ordinance 71 11 would ,do great ,tn.Justice 
to persons pereecuteti' ,and discriminated against duri::lg 
the Nazi regime andwQuldres,ul t :in nullt"ylng the eff(:wts 
oi' the restituJclon J..a\'Jsenacted, in the Amerlcan.. Br:l.tiflh 
B,nd French o("!,cupat:ion zones, ofaermany~!1 Letter claims 
limited exempt'ion conflicts wIth 'intention manifested by 
UN .in peace treaty with Ital~.f artlc'le78, subc:Uvisj·;.n 9, 
B, and in section 32 (A).11 (2) {C),' (D) of the US Trae..~tng 
With Enemy Act. It 1l1aintains evide,r.l.t intention of Un,lted 
l~at.1ons .. 'as indicated in f'oreg()lnKt "waste treat e;Qllal1y 
mI nationals on one hand and on ot,her" hand neutrals and, 
even subjects o'f' Germany and other enemycQunt.rieS . who 
'were {)ppressedby Oer-many during Nazi ,regime,," Also 
letter received from·Consul of' Israel plead1ng, for. 
exemption 01'" citizens and residents of Is:ea'el andsta·ting 
Israe,l Go'V't intends ~o make, urgent repreBcn':ttatlonstc; US 
Govf~rnment~ . ',' .' . . " 

OMGUS a~ld this m1ssion are in agreement that it vlou1d "be· 
of dubious wlsdomto make all exenlptions l~equeated above '., ~ 
both for reasons mentioned, 'and in caseo,f Israel nat:j.or:u!J f:i p ..J

bec::J\u~e of discrimin.ation vis,,·a., vis c:t!':~r ,.:~~. t'..Ol,a la;ano.th,l4;t 
to exclude t,hese groups would. be inconslstent with' basic 
principles of the legislat;ion,,- Also it 1s not 'seerl :how' 
one gl~0-up could, beexc.luded'~1:1thout" in equity, gi-ant:tng 
exemption 'co all persecu-cees. HO'fr-Jererl' General Hays 'ltJ111 
delay appro~llng' ordinance-for fe'w days pending recelpt of 
Department fa views and I should therefore appreciat.e . 
recelv'1ng the~e soon as posslb],e. J, • ., 

11.ID),),LEBEllGER 

J'l\lK: l>1EK 

GONFIDEN'rlAL ' 

;," - --,- .. --.. -... 

337781 




,.;.", 
~ t . -~, :~.: ' 

. \ . 
. . ~".,." CI'INES' " .'

\ .' :", " ENPlTIONPlLPlR __,J 
PRODUCED PlTTt'! , ,_,.,___" RE , ______ ' 

337782 




\ . 

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES: .\ .. _ .•.__..• ..~ . _.~___. __.·.i, rr--........,..'~.- 

'--- ---~--~~~. 

, 
I· 

...,..... 

<.; ;,::,,"". 

i 
l" 

~~1783 




~.' 

c· .",. '~ 

~--.-.- .. --•... 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE. ASSISTANT SECRETAFft 

WASHINGTON. O. C. 

. I 

18 June 1949 

DIVISION OF_ ECOI.'itrt~g -. ~ 
.i,-~' {~~ ~.. 5 

P'U'JUL5~~~' . ~. ~ 
DEPARTMENT OF SlATE g:{l ~ 

alI1'J . 

........ 

~ 
0 
• 
0 
0 

<D 

m 
:e 
........ 
m 
I 

;, 

m , " i 
._j~ 

qCO ! 

rAIo\ 1 
1) 
; 

~' " ' ........... I 


i ~' 
ft( 

~! 

" 
~.', 

, ~.... ,I 

... ii 

\:.') 
Ii 
, 

337784 




· '. i~ 

,./,. 

, 'II 
, ! 
I; 

.~ !', 

i • 

....1. 

'..,-2

.3377B'5 




;, ..' :'" !", • 

" 

, -li~ 
-11 

" ,~l 

TO 

~UBJECT: 

.... , 

" 

~t 

;J37786 



1.1 

; '. 
, .' 

C, 
r ", 
f I .. 

! ' 

........ 
;1. , 

,'

,I 



NEW YORK OFFICE: 

SUITEZI30. 

tiiii·of·tb~Ptb ~tattii 
~oUSt,of l\i~'r~~~fira1ibtS 

165 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 8, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: 

1~ft~'t' I ~t 12 
June 20, 1949 

I.GA . 
DtPARTMENT OF STATE a~ tf-tLt-K 

. ',... ~. 
. '. ' 

, Hon. Dean G. Acheson 
, Secretary of Statei'I" 

-w Washington,'D.C. 
I.: 

j:lI! Dear Mr. ,Secretary: 
. . " i.n 

'.\ The Committee for Restitution in Austria., cons:is1;.fn~;Qf 
, 

I' 
L' Messrs. Eugene Marc Hofmann, Simon. Jacob, and Fr,ed :~eiss,
iI is located in my district and represents~a gr,eatIllany

i i'l 
i 
I citizens there. I am impressed with thesincerity,ef, 
1:1 this Committee and also with the need for being sure that 

II the AusUian Goverr:rinent is' treating justly claima.n:ts~who 

I suffered under Nazi brutality.
I: 
I'! 
I, 

i!: 
,'. 

I am enclosing herewith a memorandum prepared by the.,Com":,,, 
mittee for Restitution in Austria andwbuld appreciate 


I'i yoUr comments. I have made a smlar request of General',

bl Keyes. 
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, 	oarats of diamonds,. TheBelgian, ~o~m~n~s!l,e;re ,thought tohave 
been submittedsomet1me in' the fall or 1947"~:ridt9p.~ve o'eengen
,eral ill nature. The Branoh forwarded this intormationto:the 
Finanoe, Division'for transmittal to theFcire:1gh,ExchangErD~pository 
in Franltfurt, whioh had the 'reSj>onsioUiti>J'or keep1Dg aU',possible 
fore~n exchange'asfjets, ~whether looted, or oth~r,wi~e" whiC41lE&d:, been 
r,ec<w.ered in Germany under PII1l~tary Govl?rnm~nt:~w ~3-,or "9ther " 
meaaures. The Belgian mission was also req\1~fJted. ,to aUppJy further 
dooumentation; Thepreseri.c,e of oonsiderable' qUantities ·Of' diamonds 
at the FEDthell became' knOwn'. "These 'diamonds had probably been in 
the possession of German government stockpiliDg agencies, a~d ther,e 
appears to have been no evidence immediately ,available 'concerning 
the origin thereof. Upon the submission ofturtherdocumenta~ion by 
the Belgian mission, the Restitution Branohdetermined that the ' ,'" 
Belgians had sufficiently established a pralim1'nary case to' justify' 
examination of the diamonds 'at the' FED by Belgian experts and 
recommended to the Property Division, of which the Branch was a part, 

v to arramge forauch an examination with the Finance Division, which 
had jurisdiotion over the FED. I am told tliat such inspections 

, have constituted standard operating procedure in the restitution 
program in cases where a substantial, presumption of looting has been 
established in respect to certain property. It is not to be confused 
with the' systematic inspection ~f German' premises which has" ofte,o":', / 
been de~nded by,claimant nations as a means ofuncoveriilg iOQted 
prOperty the existence of which woUld otherwise, remain unkncrvm.,. It 
is the latter type of inspection (reterr:ed to as.witch huntll}bj 
!I!1litary ,Government) which has been oppose'don ample grounds. ' 

The~, which did not operate under theusualre~tit~onproced
ures, had a firm ~e against inspection by claimants of any-property 
in its ,custody. It apparently opposed the Belgian' request fpr in- ' 
spection of the ,diamonds and was sUpportedby' Mr. Bennett, FiDancial 
Adviser to OMlUS, and Mr. McJunkins, Chief of the Property Division, 
in Berlin. ' 

, , 	 '. ' '" 

The Restitution Branch was' not aware that any etfort ~d ever 
been made by the FED to investigate the history of the diamonds 1li 
question. Botla. Mr. DeKeyserlingk 'and Mr. ,Baohrach,firmly bellevethat 
suoh an 1nvest1gat~on is .tully justii'ied by documented Pfesuqjtion 
of lootiilg arising from the Belgian claims, a,nd, they believe :t'urther- , 
more that the history of suchan 1mportan~ lot ofdiamorlds could 
read~ be learned by the, Counter' Intelligence 'Corp~ from docu.ments 
and interrogation of German individuals who might have kriowl&dge, of 
the matter.. Mr. Bachrach stated that he had ,heard that the FED, 
actual1y:~d'a'documelit l1nkingthe stonesinquestio~toa shipment 
of diamOnds ',which the Germans had taken otf a Belgian ship coDl1ng 
trom theCpngowhich had made port i:D. France. ' 

Mr. DeKeyserlingk 

I 

I 	 ' 

; 	 ,, 

, , I 



I 
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./ 
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Mr. DeKeyserlingk and Mfa. Baohraoh reoommendedthat urgent 
. steps be taken to prevent the dissipation or a~ reoords on. tliis 
oase held in the FED or by the Rrest~tution Branoh,. They aiso 
reoommended immediate and thorough jnvestigation.by-~heCIC. In 
oonclusion they expressed;th'eostrong view that there was enough':.:ot a 

1-\ 	 presumption or looting in the oase.ot these. diamond." to rendera~ 
i 
• 
i 
! 	

disposition thereotin the Gern:an econ9my, as oontemplatedby omus, 
; I 	 entirely unjust1f'ied and likely to have unneoessarily unpleasant· 

oonsequences in ~ fore:1.gnreh.-tions. . 
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Oldest and, Largest Natio,nal Jewish Service Organization 

"Iitr. Jack'Bernard Tate 
,Act1ng:'~g~Advlser'" ," 

d 
, "state 'nepartmrnit '.' 

Wi.sh~oh~'· D:. C'.,·' 

.' %ZQ.... c::.;.. /:~:' .... J' ~ ~ ~ .~ 

,{~ D~:::71i1tLJ"ilb
'. D . .. 

F 

... '~ .'De~'Mr.,.Tate'" 
, Great': COIlcem' h&8' b8eii"8Xpres~d; with reference;, 

, 

to the pollc;y:bEimg pursued,byYGreat >Brit'w w:ltl1,:",' : 
reli&,Tcf: t()'.:p'ropertl'::b8Iong:LDg to 'Jews ,trQm:ex4iDelQ't, ' 

, countri88~ :'A'st'8.t'ement ,of that concern is hereWith 
att~ch.~i from ,Mr. AurelluWeies, in a le'tterfrom him· 

,d.&ttKi'JuIi8·'lS ;~'l9U9:4r Mr. WeisS .wa.s ,thefo~r~.'Pre8ident. '. 
c: 

' '" ' " ," , .... 
of ~·l'l8.1J~,~rithinROumania"azid\;h1a,present address,1s" C18, rue'The<?,dule R1bOt,'parieLl-7,France'., ':, '" ':: " ' I 

We ~~staDd that:the ~e,treat7withRoumania ... 
~cl$8: 'prov:f:i;ions "uncier'1ihich ~thi1r,.Allled coUntriEtS :',had. ' " 

t~, di8c~tion.ar:r'~.author1t,7; 'not:;t;~'; conffsca.'te:;-:tha<as8ets 

belOnging 'to ' nationals, of ,tb8:Et'nUJ.y:coUntries, who, were, 

in .. factJ "perse~teeS.1'ie81so understand the'United. ,States 

,has "fp,llo..edit's.' traditio~:~,UDeral 'po~ition 'With>rete:r

'en¢e.t'Q. the, return.of'p~pert7:;belongiilg,to· Jews,,£romex-" 

Emelq., co~tr1es,on 'the 'theory tnat'.-,all Jews were;cpersecutee~. 

( 

, '. . -'. • :. . t'· " . ( 

" ' , ... 
, ' : W~ 'do 'hope that: 1t Will':::be: possible, ,for. . the state (

Depart.~tt9' units good:,of't~Ce8 With, ,the'Brlt1sh:!Go"1.ernn:lent 
" to' obt~ l.i.k.it 'C9ns1deratt9i 'from ,that :'government., 
',,' ", ',:', <,' ~~ " ' " ~-; , , " 

, ' , .. ' , Sincereq';'yoursi'" " ,'. 
' ' ",' "":"'-' "'"',, '~'. . C 
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.;." 

'r~ii~ ,exclusioI(" 
Adm rdstratlon" ~,taXa~,"fI,~~:e4\)~lal~ 
villages" concentratiOn,1I1to 'ITnR'T.......... ,cicm,~_~ra',);onc:8II~'. _,s;'~i(18J~t'a.t;,1rOlil8. 

, " ',' ,. ' ,,,', ' 

o£ ho8tage8,~:;p~i.Ja1DeDt', , COI,U:,,J:, Bc.1in,'l.'OD: 
ODagriculture,e:ipropri~tion,i;rfUrban,:, prc:Q)er.tiJr. :.p~cX,l~jl.~m'_,'j""'-, , :, ,bOwi,." .~~BI.,':.'JO~8~ ','~IIftV"AJII'.. 

,privat'. automob~~, 1 to 'follow: CnUlt"M,R 1l11,JltOw~d:ii!l~ 
, ,permit.,' bY'l"a.1lroaci"or, bus, 'etc. , ' 

, At the ,S_ ,tiE,. the 'fI!lt~~~~~::~S,'s~,~t:ii~l~ :fi~~~:::;~~:'I~~~~~~'':'" 
,during the ftr the', iw>st: ,atr.OCioUa·h&tm,·: "'aUtst,the:,'·>Jns' ;,;\~<' "'~sent~:;tbeJl{' 

greatest ·.inteional· ~,;·!!Dd~~'~i.'iifM't~:' ~•.• :{: •... , 
while cons1d8J:'8d~~, eDe~e8,.,;~pr1~ ot"~,hei~~8ti:trs::,{,, " ~, ,t~ '" " : 

S':f~;J~I)jIt1"t. 1il the ,sat:eU.te coUDtr1es', '1t 1s"mconcelVable;(that::t "",8Dd;,H' . ariaD: 
" " .", ','. '" "., ,.' ,.", "" \' ", ,,'," " .c} .... ;;'~":" v~:!.~

'could. be cODslder8d'.:,at tbe, 'sa.",t1m8, .as. eia8ui:t.ea:i;ofJ}tti8\: ·;;~tb8.t'1,:'their". ,,'," ',,,' ,", .' ." '" .•t,. ,,' .... , ... ,', '''. ....""".",.' ",.'>'. 

. ~ havtng:,:b8eD::cont18ciat_.U;}R()WDiID1ai.b··;;:th.'.~Ia:zj,;;;· "". "'oUla"b&' 

!": 

.~;i~itco·gnlll·i8 that' th:1s1.IiDOtthe.·:d~Cli'at1c:~0~~~+qn~",()f,:G"a~~:'~~.jD:~·;;,~~t::~:~~cpn~pt1On . 
t()~~ra'C1.1tJ. ,gove~ts, ~·h.aVepr~tced.,·~~#~;.~~.' ~~. a·ljg1me~:,qp;~a:1ij~~l'd~s-: '. . , .. 

and. JllQ.zid8ra. :'fhe.:··· t:1em.ot aCe,aao ·~d;_'coDSt.1tU~:;fn:!';lt.U"\~e:i;reco ~.: .' ..';:tP,(l\SSEtSS:LOl'1 . . .~.. .gr. " .. " .. ,1'>,",.... ,' ", ',' '. ,.. "'."1.'.••. ',.. "." " .. ",.,,,g,. , . 
.u.Iol.....U'U of this distJn,~~Ol,1,.,.ot ~h1~ ~:~s'~~;:'~:~:~·6yt~.~·,~.A8~~~~~~q~IiCes •. 

9. Among the. COIldit1O~'1mpose:d on,th~ .Jm~n:!;the\:88;telittf,.~~r.t,.,?:~·.:otder 
be able, to ~!i&t'it'b1,the '~;x:ce~ion of gracfiL.~.;:~.:~~. ~~~':pro~~";~Q~JCi4:" 
Great Britain .the fust co~tion ,18, tbe ~1vat~~~, llDert.ytt diiri~'l~f:r~~' t~ 

and considered. the mo.n 1mportant,', henQ8, ,d8.c:i:S1....-· " " '. I. • , . . ~, . :' . , ' 

'. :;,~.,<. . This c~ditlon" ..hich, 11l:·.~he. U~tecl ,:state~,~:.'~~~iI8d~>t~~'::~~·~!a,n '¢ . 
.,,' .;,j~olltlcal and,civio. rlg~~.,·otWh1ch·au ·'~ .. ti~•.)iithiri1~ ~fp,~i/~~:~·ilJ#e.~; 

. · . .'!s interpreted. otth~' ,Adm,n:fstration o£l£riSIQ'. ~~7".ot·:G"-at ,:a#.tjS"j;;~~;,:_',;,ent1~ 
·";,i:liff~rent, ~r., '. fl:W: EDg~. u.nder8tand:b7"pn.~t~~.,o:r,;.~j'~e~ya::a;·I#'1[¥ri;,~te~
", ';act~ served • or'cODCentration ' .' , • .,ODe:' can bave::,:jQfterea.:·tl'i& worst"': "uTdsnmeo;t· . 

. ":'~':~ have been .~" ~"p.a~st,.Ot. d=rs.:·&nd.·,g_~,tJiij)~,j"b'f~~st. -n.iJl'R~~~t±~ils'·aJ. 
: ,privations, but·~ ·JiOt, ~.e entitled to haVe \One,ls 'P~:r'UDblC?:C,lcea,/itone '~' riot 
";\b~en1n prisOl1' oriD.the;·concentratiOn ,camp., ,.,.' ", ,.' ',: .: .... ,' . . ' 

..: " ' j.', ,', ". '., ," .' .>.,.>',4,,: _",: :'" ~l~~;;". ':'.~'.~. 
, : 'fbisinterpretatiOn .of. the privati,on .ot~7:J.s'mach t.oO:ra~'1ve'.: ,,~ 

,! those among the JeWs ••". hostages, ~ :ae~ d.~1iied't«(:~·.~th'~~~ ;Uvea' 
.~' and their ,property tor, the 8C~S, of sabotlag8.di~cted,~~st.·,;t~e,.·~q~l~t~·~qerman 

AIW ·duriDg the ymr,. BD4....ho" ~N subDittted.' to 'th~.·r~gc;,rs, 0'£: torq~;::;~ii:.q~i~~#l t]le~r 
city ot. resid.en~, .are' DOt con81clered by the ·AdDdD~str.ation o£ ~::prg~~;ynis ~ving 
baeD depriftd of liberty. ".' ,,' ',:,' '. 

A, ,,:>.-~.' :,.', -,,' , .' . ~,:', ;,,~," ',.:~:/", ':,:' .' ,."~,,'" "_>;~:,.'_,.,.. ;::",i'«.,;,,::;.~~',:;.~ "t~;,,:'} ..... 

1O.ID re&:+1ty, "1D,ajli8t conoeptlon,,: ~c~':~~~·~entl;i&t·.'~J;·t,p,~t~tJ~,:~·,s.~.:~,.';~ij:lY' ~he' 
. ':~. , . , , . ' " • " '.' ,,( _. '.' '~'. . "_" .:':\ :',i. "~: '," <. :': ;;:. ' , 

." .',",' ,

'., ,; 
, '·'t· ,"" 

~\,,'. 

, " 
,'. . "~ 

http:resid.en
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exe~:e-libati:t'e"i~ ";:larid ,lmOlle 

things, have~t,''':i.n reality, 'todD ,own' 

, . 11.' ,E~:1Ih,~~~ wtloha-qa ,S1lti..~~ ~~t~a:J;,'.~r:e~~~: ;~~,:~~~~:::~~:~', '~j~~" , 
'tor unlaa01irD,,1Dot1YeIl',whtcbt.heAdiid.ld:striit;'f-sot:;~, 'PJ!ic) "n' ;:,;'dOes\;uot ·',eV,8D.:i'd8em. " 

" "," " • , "',' 'y"" ,~4'" " .." ' '',';" ~,,7,,:, .""""" ,," " ,
necessar;y to let tbea'kDoIr. ""','" ' ", :,' ':, ;". ,; " 

,} . -,.", '"" '. 

, In or<i$rto demonat.~at;e '~,'mann.~ 'in,'¢.iCh,thi:;'.A.~.nt~r~t16ri';~~~t,~;~ " ' 
Pr,opert, conduc~ "th8maelves 1n t.b1" ""'.':. I ~itemi:'p8f'sp~rj:.~I~','~~b.fI.~:p~ven
'p:rl!cisel7 <811d' ,clear17" with :~eatimoD1'~ttedUlMier",oa~':;bl','_'S~,~~i;,Ji",~~a" 
,f'ormer Pr8,sident : of' the Jewish COmnal~ity.,~~~e~i ~qt:th8B:uCllare~>Cpamber, 

of' COIJII!Iel'Ce, and. by, J,,';Kand.el:t,fonJl8r~s:td.en~c):etne, ~:::~~~~::~'one of. 'the 

B 'na.! B 'rith Lodges in BU:cbare8t,'l?e~9r.,t~, ,~ri1i~:idl:c::~~~~a~,eAJi"par.~s'i cirl~:·b'7 ' 

his eminence,~, D~~, Alex: ~arr~" 'f;ort;!3~ qA1:~,r~~t,:,ot' RO~.~~,'a~,::'~~¥1Y."";:Gr:aridRabb1 

of Geneva, that I was arrested.8Dcl, det~d ~'a, ,;prfson;~f ~~. 1\0~al1 ~lice on , 

January, 19, 19la1, :andall, the, crou~; ~J1dth,thejapc~at1~tlUl~ 'tn'. tllecapacit, 


, of' P~.idelitof· the B'na1' B 'rith 'lDdge lt••' Braternit;,G;ol. Bucbarest:,':I;Wasl.ome~tihg. 
a ·~erdsh~sontc· pl.Otaga1Dst,·t~, 'i"8cl.al :z:eg')_.\~d'Il'ga1.:~<\~~e:~g#~~.: ,3S ot~r 

~mber8·.of'the Btllai B'rlth Order ,,1Ie1'fit.-.rre8ted.at·~he~ame\'\t1D,le' ,'BS,J:',bUt:.most ,of' 

them ..ere r~l.aaedd;ur~Dg t.heJq.gh~:~f :their,~ert,,::1iil~EiZ,/~.8;:~,;'t9appe&:ro as· 

the colo~earer of ,th.'asaerted,piot'azid:hadto, semthe_Cbi!a~;enas'of the 

regime. , I was, as is stated.:1:n iJl$':~08iticms,;:.•Pld:t..t.d.~(,Ja::'Cri'm:tna1'ri,~am;l 

to worse menaeas. I oWe 'lQ' l1len~<to ~a Sheei")il1.r.c18~ \ " ',' ',', .... 

, !' Just, t.'s_~ DfT· r.questtor~~Cld.Dg>.~u~ ,piairiJ.y~j8~d.,~~. th~' yagu.e . 
.pretext. that I (jo.l1ot ~tUJ.the cond1t~:~.priva~loD .ot,l:ib.~l'~.'1h1s :i!!J',~redible 
and yet true" apa CharaCteriStic of,~ stat,. of ~ O~:l the' ,~·':'~tt1; ,A?mfnistra
tion. ' ' , ' , " ' ' :. ' ' ", ,; ,-' 

, '. ,,_1 .' " '"" ~. ':,. j', 

12•. ,~ :t)11sCollf:tSCatlo~of' 'P~~y"be~ip,&.t:p pe('p~(~~:~:~!';~~ic~:, ." 
. ersecuted ~,the1ra.r' ',;is aU tbE,:::riiOre,Jiico' .. ~S1ble 'adJiCe::t.ne:,;il61jDiAD'Hu;a:'Nu18 .' 

y. 

~o bad,p1'8ci.p1\'a~:;tb8'~ar aDd· '1dio '.Jrp~it~: ~t{;P'¥pert7~l:i8J:oni~~:f~tp::',~~:;~;f;11e8 , 
and the dis:P9sa8ssecl, J""s"'.ha,,,'s~rit ,lafge. :8WD8,':Ot: mone:1:~to~Si:lt.~~~·:A'f.t#er' the 
end ot the ~,~the~~,Naz1s, ,~,pro:ttt8e~,Rr.e/~l:e ~o ~etli.iu#l:wi~,~~t'~8zrr 
dttf'fculties' 01"' ~St~tio.ns"W1tbdr~'~~a. ,1iIoD8~\~m';tlie -~8s:b~S:~~ne tbe , 
untortUDate'.RouJlUIDi-aD,,: J~"per8eCu.t'8d ,8ild. d1~~88~S!Jd;~~l~ff Ii.~' ~;d:~~'~ ttle 'war, 
JDUst,' pq~' co;s1i of the,,,.,'III!BI':.1Ib1Clpr,.. :~1Igbt·:,'d.o~t; ,,~::~~'~7; the'~,'8_ 'Hazia 
who enriched tbem&el,"s,8Dd.,f'108'ely.'dt8pos.:'~f' ·.th8~"~.," " :",' , 

" ' " I, theret~'ask; 1oU~',1i1the;, n8m8'~t~~CJl~e,,e: dfsU,lbei~teci";':,~~,.~ake.'~~'-fate 
to he'ari,'and ~o;%,,·:~teyer 'W~s1.Dbf;'8nd,~.:~c,~~~i,~ p~s"1P~,:::.'~'~:j~~:':~~:thelr BJ.,d' 

by enex.-geticsteps., . ~hls 1s what~1fOuld'Ju8ti:r,:tl;Mi gz,at,du)pe.1ih1cJ?,:thit. pave ,.put 

in your f'rate~ &entu.umta" as Jan 'and :as 'B'nd B.tntba. '.' ," '. 


t'. , 

S1ncer8l1·and,,~a~r~. 
, ',' " 

. (SigDect:)', Aur'el1u Weiss.' 
. . ~ ;, 

, " 

, -'. 
"':, 

.' , ..:..•. , 

',; " ,,'''''' ", . 
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-------, K~I-"_.•._,_,_ 
. is assigned t~ 

Cr.tl1--:'~--..---_ 

-];~ 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter concerning German 
external assets in Switzerland, which Tiritend to send to the 
New York Times~ It is based on information which I obtained while 
serving as Assistant Chief arid Chief of the'Exte:.rnal Assets' 
Investigations Section of the Office of Military Government for 
Germany. 

I do not believe that any of the information included in 
the letter is of a confidential nature and should be withheld 
from the public.' ' However' as much of the information was ,., , 
originally contained iii ciassifieddocUments, I am herewith 
submitting it to your office'for examination. I shall be glad 
to make any deletions which you c()n~i(:ler. necessary. 

Very truly yours, 

• 
o 
o 
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, ".. . ONAl ARCHIVES, 
REPRODUCED ATTHE NAT! .'.' 

__~ •• !"W~..----'~---' _ ... 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ~V YORK TIMES: 

It is rather Wlfortunate that Mr. Gilpin did not acquaint'
himself .with all the facts concerning the German external,asSets 
program prior to writiDgtheletter on that subject which Vias 
published in the New York' Times on JWle 7. UniIi:formed criticism 
constitutes a rather dubious contribution to the solution of this 
complicated ~~oblem. 

, ., f'l' 

Mr. Gilpin' states that the Allied';'SWiss Accord of May 1946 
(a) "is completely unrealistic", (b) does not liquiaate'German 
assets in Switzerland, (c) does not adeqtiatelyprotect the 
interests of refugees and other victims of German aggression. 

The first of these charges is too vague to'. serve as a basis 
for any'discussion. As for the'second: The Accord does provIde for 
the liquidation of German assets in Switzerlend. Germanassets 
were blocked by the Swiss Compensation Office in February 1945 ahd 1.// 
assets of "GeI'Iilans in Germany" are now being liquidated. There is 
no doubt that the Swiss Government bas agreed to the principle of 
eliminating German investment in Switzerland. . 

Differences have, however, arisen as to the followiQg major
issues: .... .. ' 

(1) Certain German assets in Switzerland had prior to 1945 
been sold to non-Germans, generally to Swiss nationals, for the 
purpose of cloaking the German interest. As the owners of record 
of these assets were non-German, evidence had to be produced to 
provea the German beneficial interest. 'This evidence was generally
assembled by the External Assets Investigations Section of the 
Office of Military Government f'or Germany and was then forwarded 
to Switzerland. The evaluation of this evidence has in certain 
cases been the source of conflict, the United states contending
that the evidence proves the alleged sale to have been a sham 
transaction, while the Swiss would consider the proof' insufficient, 
in.sisting that the sale was genuine. It is rather. unrealistic to 
attribute the Swiss Government" s' position on these' c'as~~ to a 
desire to protect German interests. ltwoUld bEfmore~.easonable 
to assume ths.t the SWiSsIDotivati6n lies iIi a ' its' preference for 
having the asset stay Swiss 'Without turning over 50% of its value 
to the Allied. repara.tion f~md. 

(2) In liquidating German assets the Swiss have been less 
concerned with thesecuri ty" objectives of the external asset's •..... 
program than the Allied powers; VVhlD!' the .latter 'were interested 
in exc'luding' those potential purchasers who previously had close 
commercial ties with Germany, the SWiss were niore·in~lihed'to .. 
accent the highest bidder without regard to his prevl.ous assocl.atl.ons. 

J: " '" ," , ...",,' 

(3) The Swiss have thus .far failed to pay to the Allies any
of the proceeds of liquidation and . insist that- thefi~i~of aJ:l 
official exchange rate for'the Deutsche Mark and provl.sl.ons.f,?r the 
compensation of former owners of external assets be aa «ondl.tl.on 
prededent to any such payment. 
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As for lY1r. Gilpin's thirdpoint; The possessions 'of 
refugees from Germany- are not being liquidated. Those few' 
persecutees who are still alive in Germany ana who have' as'sets 
in Switzerland are given special consideration Under the tel....rns 
of a gentlemen's agreement between the Allied'powers and 
Switzerland. 

To answer the questions' raised bYIVlr. Gilpin wi th respect 
to the status of spec1.fic German assets in Switzerland; ...,' , 

(a) In 1946 I conducted an inv'estigation'whici:lproved that 
the Munich Reinsurance Company was the sole owner' of the Unloti" 
Reinsurance Company ofZuricn and that certain Swiss and' 'Swedish 
shareholders were acting as dlim.'inies for the German corporation. 
These findings were commUhicatedto the 'U.S.' Legation at Bern . 
and the Swiss Compensation Office. They were not challenged by 
the latter and the shares of the' Union Reinsurance Company are, 
ther'efore, being treated as German external assets, subj ect to 
liquidation under the Accord. 

o. • • 

(b) There has been no dispute over the Gerrnanstatus of 
the Siemens subsidiaries. They are similar~ subject to liquida
tion. 

(c) Full information as' to theBoschsilbsidiaries has been 
obtained by the External Assets Investigati6nsSection."Most· of 
the Section's findings have' been accepted by the '. Swiss, though some 
dispute exists as to the' true beneficial ownership of cert'ain 
blocks of shares. -- The report allegil1.g an agreement between 
Bosch and the Industrial Products Trading Company, which MI'. Gilpin 
mentions in this connection, has not b'een verified'. 'It woUld, at 
any rate, have no direct bearing on the German external assets 
program. 

In replying to Mr. Gilpin I do not contend that there are"no 
fl1lWS in the program to liquidate German external assets. I do feel, 
however, that Mr~ 'Gilpin's incorrect assertions shoUld'not go ,. 
unchallenged. students of German affairs would Undoubtedly take 
the Society f0r the Prevention of Vvorld war III more seriously if 
Mr. Gilpin were to check his facts more careful~ before rushing
into print. ' 
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RESTRICTED 

ACTION 

N'o. 794 . 

Subjeot: .Status of tnternal Restitution Program 
inUnited.Stat.es Zone of Germany•. 

The Office of the,. United. Stc?tes Politica.l Adviser 
" . , 

r Germany has. the honor to ref'er to its despatch .....J 

No. 750 of June 17,1949, concerning restitution of o 
~. 

• 
identifi~ble property, -anct to transmit herev1ith a .copy o 

o
of' a s.tf4tement conc.ernil.lg the internal restitution 

program in the United. states Zone of Gerr:mny as of:May. 31, 

1949.· This statement \ivas prel)ared by the Property Division 

of the Off~ce of itf:U~Y. Governluent for Ger,many (TJ 0 S. ) 

as a section, subject to revision, of the Monthly Report 

of the M~lit8ry ·Governor for IvI.e.y 1949. 

Enclof5ure: 

In::::;prigina,l and ozal to the De rtment 
r 

:r: 
t~. GPJ? - Trivers 

t; Gl,~.~es 4·· G.,i',.E··- J/(1'. Reinsteln 
. (1::'

0- iU\lerican Emba ss~r, London("'=(:1)0(f.) 
, \ 0'::1 l}.i:le,ri can ErnbEH'1BY, Paris

,'ce::, 

~ 326'~2 r 
.,.
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE~; 

The stit0s cif internal restitution CBses in the various 

rest:Ltutlon authoritie,s c:,s of 31 'May is as. indicated in the 
, .: .~. 

following tabkJ:lation: .' ,.i: 

Hesti t'utiou" 11.g.en'c·ies ... ' . 

Availa·bIe for'·pro.cessttyg V 27,520
Ava.ile:1::l1e .for. 'd'i-sDosition 7,248
Final dispo'si tions made: 

oC,.ltJ.icable . settlements 723 
. Grant'ed 'and not appealed 112 

Dismissed and not appealed 466 

Withdra\vn.· " . '.. ., .. (430, .. 


1,731 

Forwarded to Restitution 

.Chambers: 


Under' :Ju'tt'Cle' 63' 

" Because of appeal 

t. : 

pifrst.tcll'l:t :~t;o~ :Al".~. '. .64 .. \" ~ .. !. '. (', ", .... ' r· : .:.' ~ 

1,095
Total disposed ,of. :..... i ; ,', 1.~·.•:2 ,826 

Rest·itution.. Chambe'rs· .. " .... . : :" 

Available.:for adjud-icat'ion ·.f!::i .1,0.81
Adjudicated and firial dis

. posl tiori .qnade:J. " .'.. 
Decisions,not appealed 82 

. Dismis'seq: .and:not .apl)ealed.· 3·... 
Viithdrawn --21 

Ad ,iuctic'ated . ernd f..o.rwarded ·t·.o " . r" 

O~erlandesgerichte ori appeal: 

·~~~l~~!i~r·:~~e:~;~·al ~d::' . "'.4t :. ':" 
:~ "' 

, '.:.' 47 
Adjudicated and forvm.rded to 

Board of Review on anneal: 

Decisions appeal~a _ 1 

Dismissed and appealed o 


1 
Total adjudicated 186 

Oberlandesgerichte 

Available for adjudication E/

Adjudicated and final dis
position made: 


·Decisions not appealed 

Dismissed and not appealed. 

WithdrRwn 


" 5Adjudicated end remand.ed to 

C.hambers 
 8 

Adjudicated and forwarded to 
Board of Review on appeal: 


Decisions appealed . 1 

Dismissed and appealed o 


1 

Total adjudicated 
 14 

al Total number of' cases received minus those transferred because 
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Board of Review 
.... ; :--.;. i,. , : 'f. \' ,- " ... "' , 

:.~Aveilable for review 2 
i 

:-,'i/\ '. ' 

.'t.,Reviewed and final ...-,:' 
decisions rend.ered:-, ;'e; 

Appeal.s re jecte«('.:~ o 

·C'B.s·es--accepted. 'and 
 • tw' ~ 

decisions rena~~ed .' ".Q "," 

..... ", -:.. '" '1,' .:,l·~"~'· :~~i:.~ i(:·~"~·J.r~.~~~- <••" .. 0,'__.'." _~~ .j .•••••• 


Reviewed,: andreman¢\.'ed:, to,:" o!\:;Oberlandesgeri6ht~ . 

C~ambers o 


o 

Total. reviewed o 

~ Total number of cases re'ceiveir ,froi;l" Oberiandesgerichte and 
Restitut ion Chambers. ", ,,", "" 

All petJ tions filed by claimants ~. 'otherthan ·JRSo.,·,ha:ve been 
< - • , " .' ~ 

sent by the ·.Central F ili.ngA~encY to' the Restitution Authorit.ies. 
'. . ~ .'. 

By the end of Jue-e .they sho~ld all be' th' the :handsof' the 
J ;', ~ 

• --; '.,T 

Restitution. Agencies. The processttig 'bi-'the JHSO'petit,ions 
" . ",~ :.' . 

"," / 

should becorapleted by the Central rilillg Agency during June and .. : . ~ " " . 

the Germa~ Restitution Auth~I·itiesvvould tlienbe in p,ossession 

of aJ.lclai~ns.. On 31, Ma~ about' ~i~ ~rid 'e, half'percen-pof,all . 

petitions. which had reached "the Restitution 'Autttbrities, were 
. ., '. ~ . " : 

finally' disposed .()f • This" percen:tage' villi- ·tiseat a ra:ther,. rapid 
',",) , ,.:", ~ . " " 

rate when the large backlog of 'cases, :flled in the final month of 

the filing. period, has been prdcessed o 

':; . 

;.. 

'.' 

-"'.' 

i,.\ :'."~ -' 
, , . - '," : 

<." .. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum 01 Conversation 

DATE: June 29, 1949 

SUBJECT: 	 Termination of Restitution Program in the 

American Zone of Germany. 


/",A" 

'/ 
PARTICIPANTS: 	 Mr. Ortona, First Secretary, Italian Embassy 


EP - Ntl:". Oliver 
, 
Mr. Kiefer(I) 

COPIES TO: 	 GAB - 11'11' 0 Baker 
SV~'E - NIl'. Dowling 
LIE - Iv'!r. ~hurer ., 

E ~ Mr. Thorp 	 o 
o 

NIl' .. OrtonO..-'ca11ec1 at his request and read to me a telegram which had 
been received from the Italian Forej.gn Office in regard to the termination 
date for the filing of meritorious restitution claims in the American Zone' ......... 
of Germany. (This date has been set for June 30 with the concurrence of Q) 
the Department). The Italian Foreign Office stated that the action of the 
United States in this regard prejudioed Italian restitution rights under the 
Peace Treaty, pointing out that the Peace Treaty set no time limit for resti 
tution from Germany. The Foreign Office stated, fur'~hermore, that Italy 
had received by way of restitution only 30 percent of the property which 
the Germans had looted from Italy and that the termination of restitution 
at this point would accordingly have serious economic consequences.. The 
Embassy was requested to see what it could do to semlre a change in the cut-c
off date for filing of claims.. C~ 

I pointed out to fl'!r. Ortor~that this question should be' considered in ~ ~~ 

the light of the deve+opment of the restitution program in the American U5 ~ 


Zone since the end of hostilities. I recalled that the United States had ~ ~ 


as early as March 1946 invited the Italian Government to submit claims for W ~ 

restitution of property in the American Zone. This was at a time when there ~ 

was no legal basis for such restitution, and when in fact the relevant Allied ,~ 


,Control Council Agreements had specifically lim.ted restitution to UnHed , ~. 

Nations. The legal basis for restitution to Italy was not established until ~ 


September 1947 with the coming into effect of tpe pE;lstce Treaty with Italyo ~ dr 

By that time we had already of our orm aceord I;e,s1:{~tl?-ted significant quan·t;itieS{/~~ 


of property to Italy. 	 In,...··,ll/t .. .. " 	 J: ~. 
,

• , • , , •••••••••• ~ • ~. ~ •• # • , •••••• , •• 

N , J)~ ............ " .. .. 

.~ 
~"\ 

I 
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In October 1947 we thought the restitution program had reached the 
point where it would be possible to begin to think abo1.tt termination 
schedules, and we had announced the termination date of April 30, 1948 for 
the filing of restitution claims, this termination date not to affect 
cultural properties, securities and meritorious claims to general property. 
We thought that the six months notice was altogether fair and equitable. 

The deadline ~which the Italian GoverTh~ent has now complained 

had come fully 1L~ months after the general deadline. In the intervening 

period the Italian restitut,ion authorities had su,bmitted a substantial 

mtmber of claims. Practically all of these have been turned down as 

being not meritorious. We had agreed that the rejections of claims based 

on certain ROGES and RUK files had been inappropriate and, as we had 

recently advised the Italian Embassy, instructions had go~ out to the 

field to the ef.f'ect that these claims'were to be reviewed. We had every 

reason to believe that this would be done, although vie could not of 

course predict whether any restitutable property could be found as a 

result of the indicsted review. 


Those of us who had been close to the restitution program in GerJ~ny 
since its beginning had every reason to feel that in spite of certain 
inequities which may have occurred, the United States on the whole had' 
done an outstanding job in this regard. It might be true that Italy had 
recov,ered only 30 percent of its property losses. On the basis of infor
mation which had come to us I thought 'that this was representative of 
the extent of restitution to other countries as well. I pointed out 
that when~ount was t~~~_6~ destruction, detrioration, dissipation and 

,/ 	 oj;her types of losse~ld naturally affect property in the war and 
post-war periods, the 30 percent figure was actually more substantial 
than appeared to be the case. 

In regard to Italian rights under the Treaty, I pointed out that 
restitution was to be effected in accordance with the measures to be de
termined by the military authorities in Germany. We could not agree that 
there was an absolute and indefinite right to restitution under the Treaty, 
and from a legal point of view the termination dates which we had introduced 
a.ppea.red to us to be perfectly permissable. 

We have nowreached the point, more than four years since the end of 
hostilHies, where it was hardly likely that we or anyone else could 
hope to recover any further Significant quantities of looted property in 
our zone. . This being the case there was no justification, in our point 
of view, in further mitltaining a restitution program which had placed 
considerable demands upon us in money and personnel. 

IVIr. OrtorA.. 
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~~. Orton~suggested that the question might have to be taken up 
at a higher level. I stated that the foregoing represented my estimate 
of the situation, and that if I were asked for any recommendations they 
would follow therefrom. 

We then saw Mr. Oliver who reaffirmed to Mr. Ortonll. the unlikeli
hood of obta.ining further action on the Italian complaints at this level, 
suggesting that if the Ambassador felt strongly enough about this matter 
he might wish to take it up with the Secretary or the Under Secretary. 
We thereupon reviewed certain of the points which I had previously diseussed 
with I'I'ir. Ortona... Mr. Orton(l. then st?ted that he would take up the mat·ter 
wi'th the Italian Ambassador and keep us informed of any further steps 
which might be taken.. . 

. a~~ 
OFD:EP:~er:cd 6/29/49 

337809 




':REPROOUCEOATTHENATIONALA~CHIVE~; , ........__ 

-

CTION COpy
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS DEPAR1'~~~~ STATE 
TELEGRAPH BRANCH orHSC 

INCC?~~ ~~~GfiAM . 

RESTRICTED;( ~ .. , \ \ l;., 
\949 JUL\, ' \ \! ' 

Action:
Info: Control" 159 

p , G~ f S1"lt. 


. Clt.P"RiMEJn 0 Ree 'd JUly I, 1949 
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OLI 

CIA 

p~S FROIvl;, Be19rade . 

Pli 

Deft TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 633, June 30, 9 p.m. 

TodQy'~ BORBA declares Soviet ocoupation authorities 
i"dnder restitl'tion plundered Yugoslav property in 
!':::oviet zones Germany and Austria; states. suoh atti-' 
tude not surprising on part Anglo-Amerioan authorities -...Jas not in their interest build tip Soc1alist Yugoslavia, 

o 
~ 

but Soviets' stand deeply injures Yugoslav people. 
'Soviet now sabotage Yugoslav restitution demands •c.penly as part of Cominform oampa:lgn, but even before o

I Cominform r'~Sollltion Soviets subtly hindered work of o 
'!" YUgoslf..lY res t1 tution mission. This is but. another. 

proof If that roots of unsocialist Soviet attitude 
,toward our land aremuoh deeper and Cominform resolu

. tion brought them to light and made them official". 
Several examples Soviet ref.ussl to return Yugoslav rngoods plundered by Nazis cited from 1946, 1947 and IIearly 1948 .. In one case Soviets seized Yugoslav ........
machDles in Germany a s war booty. \7i 

I ' 
Pouched Vienna Berlin. ·(}f ' 

o 
~ 

CANNON ({) 

RESTRICTED _,. .~~' C 
c~; ". III! 

. ~9 t/j"rI . 
I :"

DC/R. CENTRAL FILES. WITH I.,THIS COpy MUST BE RETURNED TO . .; ,
NOTATION OF ACTION TAKEN.PERMANENT RECORD COPY: 

16-52Y1W-l u, $, GOVEJtNMEWT PRINTING OFFICE \' 
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Info: 
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Foreign Office has advised ue by nate that article 27 
(}'r p(,'~'I::,,"', Tn~",~·n4t-.·:,nf'\<> T_:"I (",<" ·O..-.t:,,'"7,',-' 8 ';'oh6 ,....", ..... V·!jj."".'1• '," _ ,-' ...- .•1'-.. _,1" ."" \, _'1J. v'\' ...... v (~ ...,,,," '1,;.:, .i--'t..1 Y ,) ..t, # ..", ,- '-... t...ft:. ..\ ,;J.,.."; f" 17 ,&.. v .. _ '.,.";'1 

fPrea ED.iX\V· of' Pc J.lsl--j at;·H ~/{-? is S\l{;, cess (:r 1';1J l1e lr<tes s 
lish property outside Poland and, theref~re, to 

!1)~~ :1.1"' :1.n Gie rmf,my!~, 'rex t: of no te 

\ 

\ 


./ 
\ 

1\)"ote: DEpl1:EI, 326 and :m":B~mL 'r83 were follo't',1':,up 
telegramB on DRFTS 1\-26"(, 

< 

c.. 

RES'I'R TED 

THIS COpy MUST BE RETURNED TO DC/R CENT~AL FILES WITHPERMANENT RECORD COPY: 
 NOTATION OF ACTION TAKEN. 
16-l:i291li-l u. $. GQV£RNM£NT PRINTING OFFICE 
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2. That they were the valuable personal propert,y of racial and 
victims, mostly Jewish, of Nazi persecution; .. 
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CABLE: INOREFUG.WASHINGTON TELEPHONE: MICHIGAN 8000
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UNITED STATES OFFICE. 

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION 
(GENEVA. SWITZERLAND) 

July 1, 1949 SUITE 819 

1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 


WASHINGTON 6. D. C. 


..... 

..a::.
Secretary of State c
Department of'State •
Washington, D. C. c 

c
Attention: Mr. Covey T. Oliver 

Division of Economic Property Polia.y 
Dear Mr. Secretary: <.C 

I write with reference to my letters of May 16 ana. May 27, 1949, and the rr. 
letter of General Walter A. Wood, Jr. of June 8, 1949, addressed to Colonel A. L. :2 
Hamblen, Deputy Chief, Civil Affairs Division, Department of the A.rIrr::r, regarding ....... 
the claim of the International Refugee organization to a certain lot of diamonds -...J 
whioh it is believed should be transferred to the IROas non-monetary gold. In I 
the aforementioned letters, we requested tla t the Depar'bnent of State take neces
sary action to postpone disposition of the d1amondsb,y OMGUS pending receipt of ~ 
doc'Ulllentary information 'Which the IRO YaS compiling. <0 

On behalf of the Director General of the IRO, I am pleased' to advise you, 

that the major portion of our study has been completed; aDd that the results are 

set forth in the enclosed doc'Ulllent entitled, "Claim of the International Refugee 

Organization to Diamonds Looted. by the Nazis and Recovered b,y the United States 

Military Authorities in Germany." This extensive survey of Nazi looting of dia

monds ¥JaS undertaken by the' IRO in order to determine whether or not the diamonds 

recovered b,y the United States Military Authorities in Germa,n:y reported as total

ing 198,000 carats, which were the subject of an OMGUS (Berlin~ Press Release 

dated April 30, 1949, should be made available to the mo for the rehabilitation 

and resettlement of non-repatriable victims of German aotion, in aocordance 'With 

Article 8, Part 1, of the Final Act of the Paris Conference on Reparation, the 

Five Power Agreement of June 14, 1946, and the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Non-Monetary Gold Directive to USFET and USFA, Cab::e~5682 .. 


The results of our survey clearly indicate: 

1. That the 198,000 carats of diamonds must ~vebeen looted b,y 
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4. That they should be transferred to the IRO in accordance 'With 
the Reparation Agreements and the Uliited States Joint Chief's of Staff Directive 
which al10cates looted Valuables (non-monetary gold) for the rehabiITtation aIJd 
resettlement of surviving victi:i:n.s of' Germa.ri action wo ,have no' govermnent repre
sening them receiving repa.rations f'rOlll. Germany. 

Although the enclosed report is substantially complete, we are awaiting 
some additiona! data, particu.l.B.tly affidavits from persons resid'ent abroad," :fUr
ther illustrating the methoosamployed by the NaZis' in the looting of diamonds. 
We should like to su.brilitsuch additional data as soon as it is received,' probab~ 
W:rthln the next week or 10 daYs, as' a Supplement to 'the enclosed Report~ In 
order, hel.feVer, not to delay' Submission of our s tw:i,., we present theenc10sed' 
with the hope'that the Department of State WUl give it serious consideration; 
and in the light of' the information which we have compiled, Will transfer the 
looted diamonds to the IRO lil order ,that, the IRO may continue to implement the 
Program of' Allocation of a Reparation Share to Non~Repatrlable victims of' German 
Action by extending further assistance to the surviving victims. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abba P. Schwartz 
Special Consultant, Reparations 

Enclosures 
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TELEPHONE, MICHIGAN 8000 
CQPY 

UNITED STATES OFFICE 

INTERNATiONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION 
(GENEVA. SWITZERLAND) 

)fq 16, 1949 SUITE 819 

1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 


WASHINGTON 6. D. C. 


SeorErtaryof State 
Department' of'State 
Washington, D. C. 

Attention: Mr~ Covey T. Ol1ver ' , 
Division of Eoo~o Property Policy 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I write on behalf of the Direotor General ot the Internation Refugee 
Organization I'egarding reoent reports about the oontemplated sale of oertain 
diamonds in Gerl!lal1Y :vhioh are claimed by', the GoverDlIlent. o~ Belgium ~s having 
been of Bel.gi8.n orlgJ.ll. The question of the disposition ot these dl.8Ill.onds is 
of vital interest to the IRQ sinoe we feel that if the'dlamoDds are not re
turned to the Belgian Government, they should be transferred to the IRQ as 
non-monetary gold. ' 

Sometime ago while the IRO reparation starf was stationed in Ge~ 
to reoeive the transfers of non-monetary gold from the United States military" 
author!ties under the, "Non-Monetary Gold Direotive" of the Joint Chiefs of ' 
Staff, they reoeived reports of the existenoe of J.aege deposits of diamonds 
at the Foreign Exchange Deposito:ry in Frankf'urt whioh were not being turned 
over to the IRO. Inquiries were direoted toGIGUS to ascertain if 'these dia
monds oame within the Joint Chiefs of Staff Directive, since the IRQ 'Was and 
is anxious to reoeive as muoh non-monetary gold as possible in order that it 
JII81', through the prooeeds of liquidation of non-monetary gold, extend the 
greatestiassista.nce to the greatest number of non-repatriable viotims of German 
aotion. At that time the IRQ representatives were advised that oertain depos
its of diamoDds in Hanou aDd Frankf'urt whioh the IRQ was not reoeiving would 
be returned to the Belgian Government, sinoe they were ef Belgian origin looted 
from Belgium by the Germans. Since the IRQ reoeives only noh-monetary' gold the 
iDdividualor national origin of whioh is unknown, we did not pursue the matter 
any fUrther0 

The recent press reports about the oontemplated sale of diamoMs olaimed 
by the Belgians lead us to believe that the diamoDds about whioh we made inquiry 
in Ge:rma.ny are the same as referred to in the press. On the basis of the reports 
and information which we have it would appear that the diamonds in question, if 
the same as those about whioh we inquired, were looted; and if the Belgian Goven 
ment is unable to substantiate its claD and there are no 0 ther claims, the 
diamonds should proper~ fall withiiJ..;,the category of non-monetary' gold to be 
turned over to the IRQ pursuant to A ticle 8 of the Final Act of the Paris Con
ferenoe on Reparation, the Five Power Agreement of June 14, 1946 and the United 
States Joint Chiefs of Staff ''Non-Monetary' Gold Direotiveo" 

http:Ge:rma.ny
http:orlgJ.ll


~~... . 
,..' , .....,' 

It would be greatly1appreciated, therefore, if the Department of State 
V{ould take the necessary ac~lon to postpone the disposition of the diamonds by 
OMGUS until. the Department bas had a~ple time to study the question further in 
the light of dQcumentary information which the IRQ hopes to submit in. the very 
near f'uture. . 

On behalf of the Director General of the. mO, may I express our appre
ciation for any attention which you may be able to give to this matte:r:. 

Respectfully yours, 

Abba P. Schuartz 
Special Consultant; Reparations 
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8 June 1949 

Calonel A. Lo Hamblen 

Deputy Chief 

Civil Affairs Division 

Department of the Army 

11m. 2 C 563-Pentagon Building 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Colonel Hamblen: 

In the absence of General Magruder in PariS, I would like to present 
for your inf'ormation aDd consideration the following matter which is of sub
stantial interest to this orgS.nization. 

The International Refugee Organization has learned through press re
ports of the existence of approximately 200,000 carats of' diamonds being held 
by the Department of the Army' at the Foreign Exchange Depository in FrankfUrt .. 
These diamonds' have been claimed by the Gelgian Government as being af Belgian 
origin. It has also been reported that the Depar'bnent of' the Arm;y has decided 
to turn these diamonds into the German eco~. 

As you know, the IRQ has been charged with the responsibility of' 
disposing of' property looted by the Germans for the benefit of' non-repatriable 
victims of' Nazi action. The quantity of' diamonds in question is so 'Vast that 
our staff members familiar with the German diamond indul3try believe strongly 
that they are not of German origin, and that there is a strong presumption that 
they were laoted by the Germans. 

/ 

The IRQ has been assembling. statistical information on the German 
diamond industry Which, we believe, will tend to substantiate the strong pre
sumption that these are in f'act looted diamonds. We f'eel also that, in view 
af' the large quantity of diamonds involved, the Depar'bnent of the Army will see 
f'it to undertake a thorough examination of' all relevant documentation bearing 
upon this case bef'ore a final decision as to the ultimate disposition of' these 
di8moIlds is reached and implemented. 

I shall be grateful if followiIlg such a study', the results, whatever 
, they may be, be made k:hown to this office. 

Sincerely yours, 

w. A. Wood, Jr. 
lIajor General, U.S. Art.rIy Retired 


WAW3/DR/at Chief', Un!ted States Office mo 


ce: Mr. Warren-State 
Geneva'IRQ 
D. Rolbe:1n (2) , 
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Berlin ... April ;30, 191~9 
tiHGUS'Puhlic I,nfor.l.llation Office 

HiD.ted ~t.ate$ !>tl.JifuryGQvernm('.nt o:ff'ioiuls comment1ne on the all~ 
gations m..'Il.de by the ..Federation of BelgiRl'! Diamond Exchanges tlJat military 
goyernment had retuaeli to restitute enormous quantities ot polished l:U'ld in--' 
dustrial diBlnonds to Belgium pointed out today that 'the statement by the 
Federation that the B$lgian authorities had eatabl.ishec:l beyond doubt 1ts 
right to prI!I.cticelly the whole of tba~e properties is a misrapreaentaMOlt of 
the .faetG~, The El(t;l~tLatlS failed to o$tab1ish :l.dentif'ioation whicll 19 re
quired for t..l),e restitution of aUah propertiee, D.CCOI'Cling to )w.Ol-ren R. Mo 
Jtm1d.n..c;)~ Chief of tile Reparatia."1S a.nd Restitution Branch, Property DlviGion, 
(lfGUS .. 

UIn fll'1 attey,pt to obtR..in thes~} propertie.a the lielgia1tf "present&
tives insisted that !llilltary government peJ.1ldt nelgian designated ~erts to 
inspect t.h(~se~~rties, but this request \1aS den1ed forohvious rea.oOllS. 
HilltaryGoverment engaged an independent group of exp(!)rta. to dateI\1rl:ne 
whl!fther o:r- not the diamonds could be identif!ed ~ its fiIJd.ingswere that 
identii'ieation was impos:;ible. As a rQsult ot' this determimti:on, no ftlrther 
COllsld0:rat.inn could be ~"1ven to the Belgian claim for the diamonds. lla.d the 
Belgiar.le been able to idEUlt.ify these diamonds it \1J-ould have oWl been neoea
se.r'Y fOl'thetm to establish the fact that thes0 di~()m.G were ph;rsle&lly in 
Belgium a.t the beginning of the rl€ll"'DWl occupation of that countr,r," 

As to t.h.e 50 t..houoond carats of po1:tsbed diamonds allGg.oo tw the 
Belg1ans to mVG been seized by the f'.JSl"B'lallS. t4illtary' ('lOvernment pffieie.ls 
state that they have no knowledgf,lof the whereabouts of these Pl"Ope;"td.es 
ani so fsrhave not ooen prov1ded with any information lAlich ri'J.gbt lead. to 
their l~COVery.. J.lilltary Goverment 'bas 'WOl'ked out a plan for disposal of 
the :in1ustrial diamon!.isby sale tor 11se in the German econarI\V .!n smsl1 lots 
to l)l'e"lfent flooding the market and at such prices 8.$ ere established. for 
current importa. Sale of these properties haselready Qtarted. 
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R0ference DEP'rEL 665 .• July 1. 


Ft';::lI:lnce' !41nister confirmed in infol"mal COl'lVEH'sat1on m 
.Austr!)-French a reement whereby French waive all . 
ftnther res t ituti on ..D return for lump suni··payment 
2:) m:ll1on sch:Y.1J.in:;!;s by.0ustria:;J Negotiations COM

pleted but not yet 3igne(l" Finance !l-l1nist;:?r' intImated 
agreement also has pl"'ovis ions for German exter'rlC'il 
assets. Unable to determine what these provis lema 
are but presume that in ~liew 'of this inclus ion, the 
whole agreem~nt could not be signed before treaty and 
;:: on$~lItat icm UK and US Governments. 

f,tinister also confirmed sgreement J)rovlCl1ng Frel'lch 
paT'ticipatlon in Laender Hank on theory that former 
sale by French "-las undeI' duress and payments inadequate. 

Bel leve these agreementfl' :.ilre lndependerlt though relatet1. 
In j)reV'i~)Ua conversation TArith Frenc'h I'Unistei"', De Monl
cault, he mentioned lump sum restitution settlement 
sgreement which he t'lJas [;!bout to conclude ,and stated that 
the Ranshoi'en tpansfo!'mif~·r were spec i.fica 11y excluded. 
French took attitude that cHIch eJccluslo;,. \..ras In effect, 

<,,:,)'1" .Austrian comrnitYIT:ent to give over the"~ransform(rr::;J 

. . c:,.9 ;..~ F 1.n3!!1<!·e rHn is t~~r ~ s a t,t i tude 1Ima t!':.at trans r Drltlt:~r was 

~._// excluded becaus.c :i.t 't1as not subject to restltu t,;lon. 


~.IV" \ . French }Unister '8 1t£ltement impU.ed thclt dec is ion by US 
.~~ to deny restitution claim would affec:t P,\.1stro-F'renc.h 

, r~~. _...... rest1tutioTI agreement" .Pilri;~nce tUnister does not see 
c-~ .. ' ...... ~r feElr that It would have "my eff'ect. 

Is 
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-2- j821. July 5,6 p.m., from Vienna 

.in ';)UI' d:~r.;ision, If thp.~;w agrcc-mn.:.;,5 do in f'·,;:. 
Jnfll.len<;E) case ,;f' t;r:-Jnsf'cl"mer, th:)~ :lp.:,ear-s t,": h: 
riel; 'i"lhlch should bc n t ;tlf!ed '01.1. ::rJ" th·:: FTc;:!\. <1' 
'us l.::r·ians . 
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CLAIM OF THE INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION TO DIAMONDS. 10GTED ,BY" 

'''NAZIS ANI> HE,COVERED BY THE U.S.,MILITARYAUTH0RITIES IN GERN..ANY 

" : 

I~ 
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" )

-0'. , I 
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. CLAIM OF THE.' INTERNATIONAL. 'REFUGEE 0RGANIZATIQN TO D:LAMONDS:LooTED BY 

NAZIS' AND ',RECOVERED, BY THE U.S~ ,MILITARY, AUT!tORITIEs IN ,GER."MANY 

: Iiltra¢!.llction 

1. The International Refugee Organization requests that the 198,000 
• ".'4 • • 

carats of industrial diamOnds recovered. by theU~S~ Military :Autllorities in 
. ~ , , 

Germany, which ~re th~ subject af the OMGUS (Berlin) press release of " 
'" " ,'., . 

30 Aprill~49, be ,made available to .the IRQ in accordance 'With the intent 
, . - ,. .'" .. -. .,.. " . 

of Article 8, Part I, of the, Final' Act of the Paris Conference on Reparatiol'l" . ..... . .. 

t~ Five~Power Agreeme~t· of 14 'June 1946, and the Joint Chiefs ofStaf:t;', 

NOIl,:"Moneta~ Gold Directive.to Camnianding Generals; USFETand USFA 

\' , 

2. The IRa has unde.rtaken this intensive study 'af available inforina
.\. :. 

ti0n on the' so~ces of industrial diamonds in 'Germany, on Germa.nimports·~';hon-
. . ,- " ., . . 

sumptian and stacks of industrial. diainon.dS in GerIIJB.Iiy "beth before and dtirih.g 
I . . • 

the war. It ,embr~ces official statistiCS" af 'the 'German alldother' gave~i:s·,.: 

trad~ •statistics campiled by TheD:iamond NewS, ~Diamond .Industry, by t¥e 

u..S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Bureau of Mines, by the U.S. War Pro. . "-"'" -' . .. ,'. . 
, .. 

duction Board, and Special Reports on DiamOnds by Allied Military Intelligence. 
, . . . . ' '. 

TheIRO has alsotnterviewed diamond merchants who personally were despoiled 
. . . 

of their property by the Nazis in order to gain an insight into, the methOds 

by which the Germans ~y have accumula;ted stocks afindustrialdiamonds.. 'Al
,. " . '" : 

though there are gaps in the information 'as to precise quantities, Iiever
r .. <. . . 

the'-less the prep:mderant weight~ of evidence. paints Qlearlyto the' folloWing: 

~:l' 
.1/ 

. . , . -. --;-----........._ .. ~-~~------.-------------*_._--"------...;.,..--
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. (a) At the outbreak of the war, German stcicks of industrial dia


monds derived from purchase abroad were approXimately 8W,OOOcarats. This 


reserve ,could' not support even the mOst urgent German war requirements for 


more than two, years; i.e., through, mid' 1941. 


(b) The ~rman Government engaged in wholesale looting of diamonds 
, . 

of all types in a desperate 'effort ta maintain its production of war materials.
", , '" ' 	 i . , 

'. , . I . 

This looting extended even to stripping diamon~cutting: machinery_ 
, 	 ! ,'. , 

(c) The quantity of indUstrial diamonds looted was vastly greater 
, 	 I' 

than .the'198~OOO ca::ats pl:'ese,ntly ~eld by the U. S~ Military Authorities. The 

mo is conVinced that there still remain hidden caches of dimnondS from these 
·b 

~xpropriations; and that many of the diamonds now in possession of German 

jewelers and diamond tool manufacturers have been obtained £ram looted sources. 
v 

These canclusions are supported by:' , 

(1) 	Statistical analysi's af German prem imp()rts, cansump
'tion and sto,cks of induStrial diamonds to the outbreak ()f 1 

"the war in September 1939. 

(2) Governmental and private documentary' evidence of German 
looting af diamondS before and during the war years. 

, , 	 ' 

(3) Documentary evidence of extensive shortage of industrial 
, diamonds during the ,wa,r ;rears_ ' , 

, , 
Appendix II, presents the detailed analySis of the Gern1an indus'Wial 

position prior to and during the 'War~" It is footnoted with the sohrces of infor-:
, " ,',' * 


mation. Appendix III contains affidavits of victims whose' diamonds were looted, 
, . . 	 , 

as 	'Well as photostatic copies of documeints relating to German looting. 

3. 	 As a result' of this investigation, ~he' mo concludes' that, t~e indus
, 	 , 

'triald.iaIoonds found by U.S.' -.authorities in Germany are but a small part' Qf the 

di~nds (industrial and athers) looted, by the Germans fram inhabitants af"Germany, 
, 	 , , 

Austria, CZechoslovakia, Bel'gium, Holland, France, HJ.i.ngary, Roumalrl.a, 'Palimd" and 

the occupied Baltic and'Scandinavian states" Many of these people, in the main 

. *Recelopt loS awaited of 'ad.d1,tianal 'affidavits £ram victims resident abroad. 



!'" 3 

Je1d~p.':'d~e,,~ubsequently ldlled•. : A. very. great proportion of the 190t.ed 
" .J '" , ' 

diamonds··deriyes therefore from Jewish' o~rs who are now·~ad. Thediamo'oo 

industry; .of.th~se countries, as of ·IIio:iJt,of:the'vidrld, had traditio$1ly,.be~n 
, • 1 ' 

Jewi~ll: ~llj,~:rprises·•. With the fact·o~ looting and the fact of p~edol11int:An.t. 

Je~~p..'~rship recognized, it is obvious. that these diamonds by every 

~ral and legal .standardshould not be used in'the reconstruction .of' the 

Ge~ econoIl\V. To do so, would be to permit property previously looted from 

the victims of Nazi persecution tobeutllized for the assistance of.the ag
o " ' , . ' 

gressors-and, to coIlllDit a travesty of justioe• 

..... 

--'-~--=--::::='======='::::':": 
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PART I 

P.R.EWARGERMAN. INDUSTRIAL DIA.MON1J DAPORTS,.,CONST:JMP1.'ION:· AND STOCKS 

Accu.niulationofGerman.Stocks in the Pi"ewa.;'Decade 

The prewar Pattern of German diamond supply' and requirements must be 

viewed. in, the light of German armament' production.' The Nazi armament program 

pre'ced~d the war production programs of the Western Powers by several years and' 

was .well under .wayby 1934. DUring 1936, 1937, 1938 and 1939, German war produc
. . . "", 	 . 

.-
. 	 . 

tioD. was r~pidly increasing and bad almOst appr~ached' its pe~ by 1939. As a 

cons~quence, consu3.Ption 'by Germany of induStrial diamonds increased very rapid:" 

ly. DUring those years diamonds coUld of course be pUrchased abroad and. German 

J.mports were very sUbstantial. 

The Nazi 'war' planners, having in mind the fact that all industrial , . .... . '., .,.. (1) 

diamonds (with the exceptionciof a trivial amount obtained from Brazll) had 
. 	 . 

to be imported from areas under Allied control, att~mpted ·to build up a stock.... 
, 	 ' , ' ". 

pile of industr.:i:al· diamonds. This they did successfully, by restricting the , 

conSumption of industrial. diamonds, . and by increa~ing imports in prewar 'years. 

The rapid' increase. li1 German inq:lortsis attested by Ei"nstWinter, head of the 

firm of Errist Ylinter, & Sons. 'This company alone consumed about one-third of 

total industr±al.diamondsbrought 'into aermany~: w~terfs statement to Allied 

(I) 	 . . ... , 
Total BraZilian production did not exce~d 3.50,000 carats at its peak in 1939. 
Of this total, the U.s. alone imPorted 180,000 carats. See Diamond Industry, 
1939, edited by s.a.Ball, published by Jewelers 'Circular Keystone, N.f.c.-	 . . 
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Military ':rntelligence is, asfollOw~: "Ten years before Q:th~ war] tlie yearly 

influx of industrial diamonds amounted to 2,,000,000 mr and rose during:'tthE! '~st 
'" .' . 	 , ," .. 

two,Years. [before thewarlto perhaps,7,OOO,OOOlW•• Thisilicluded an types of
(2)'" ., . 


induStrials." Restrictions' on use. c~ early. In 1935" for. example, dia, " i3) .., , 

mond bori:Q.g crowns were f<;lrbidden. Diamond use taxes.reimp0sed and all 


. . . ", " , , '" 	 . . , 

1mportsof.industrial'diamonds were .s~l::Iject to Government perIliit. Impor.ters 

were obliged to deposit their diamonds"with a central depository in Berlin' 
" 	 ,." , 

and ·..could draw on these stockS . 'only if thEUpresented orders f'i:oom armament in
(4) . 

, dus~ries:.' ' .',' 

.. ,The Re:tchstelle tur Technische Erzeugnisse· was very success:f'u1in, 
. "" -,.' 	 .,'" . 

building up a sUbstantial stoc~ile of· industri4 diamonds. By the end, of 1937 " . 

it appears that th1S'stockp:L1e was almost 2,500,,000 carats of industrial stones . 	 "'," -, , . 

incl'lid.iri.g: ,Boarl:.'and large and.small.industrials. 'This· larQa stockpile togerther 

with. t~oPt~sm eDgenderedt>y Nazi political successes' in 1937' and 1,938" and 

the ,need ,t~ conserVe . forei~exchange 'izifuced the Germans' to cUrta.:u snarply: 
their imports ,in 1938 to about one-quarter of. the 1936 and 1937 rates.Th:is 

. .' . . .,..' '. 	 ,. ,,' 

cut~a..ck·',;m.~'s'o' sEivere the Diamohd .News 'reporle'dthat··,tlTheGerman 'cuttirlg 'in;;', 
. :' , '.' - '. ", . .. (r!.) 


dustry suffered a major setback in 1938 because of a ~ed~otion in imports. It ,;) 

. ,', . 	 '" . 

,.,': 

(2). .., 

F.I'~A.T. (Fieldlntelligen~e Agency, .Technical) 'Report.#370 - The'German' 

Aqras~Ve Irldustry" by S. H. Kistler" Joint Intelligence .. Objectives ·Agency, 

WashingtOn, D.C., ,1945, p. 31; 32 . 


(3) ,,':.\'!. .:.'~, ,', .' ' . . " . , .' " 
.B';I'.ois·~:/tBritishIrij:.elligenCe' ObjectivesSub.:..colTilirl.ttee) FinalReport#!448
The 'German Industri.til·Dia,mild In:<iustry, p" 23 .- . , 	 ,,' 

(4) 	 ., 

.F.I.A.T•.Report #370, p. 31" 32 ' 


(5)
.!!!! Diamond .Indnstry, 1938" 'p. 6 
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German consumption of· industrial dianionqs, however, continued to increase in 

line with the huge production of militazi equipment. Thus 1938, a depression 
, ' '. - .,'. ,.:. ,. 	 . 

year for the U.S. and most of western Elirope, ·was a banner year for C-erman pro

duction•. Steel production, to cite .'8.l?- example~ increased by 17 per cent over 
. . . '. '.' 	 .... ~} 

its 193? rate-fro!l1 21.9 million' net tons to, 2$.6 million net tons~. '., CoIlSump- . 
" 	 . , ", ' 

tioD of iDdustrial diamoDds increased from approximately 1,11.00,000 car~ts' in 
. '" , 	 ' 

. . 

1937 to about 1;700,000 in 1938. Continued high consumption and redu6ed imports 

cut sharply into the stocks of industrial diamonds. Stocks, therefore decreased ' 

froni. 2,459,000 carats at the end of 1937 to 1,096.,000 carats at the engo~ 1938. 

Tliissruu-p' r~duction of diamond stocks, 1:-.1.1e growing difficulties with the Yiestern 

PoWers, ~d the i!tces~ant requirements of German war industries gearing upfpr 

the .Polish invasion, forced the Nazisintp the 'WOrld diamond markets again•. The 

German tradeagreeIlients With the, Herzog· Government of th.e Union of South .~~a 
.' -, . .... " , 	 . 

covElring t:.2(),OQO of industrial diamonds in 19.38 was stepped up by the . 5th Payment 
, .. ,. ' ..;'. 	 .' . 

. Union Agreement (September 1, 1938 to August' 31, 19.391 to provide for import of 

indust,rials vci.lu~d at m$,000, an almost sixfold' inc~ease. The 6th 'PaYIllent Agree

ment scheduled to follow ~he,comp1etion Of. the"$th .A.gree~nt,a1so involved in

dustrial. diamonds: worth iJ.1$,OOO. This latter agre~ntwas' .abrogated by th.e South 

African Government on the outbreak~f the war in September 1939, and no diamonds 
(7) 


were shippe4as a result of this agreement.:" The sharp' increase in German dia. 	 . , .... ,. . 

mond imports from Urica" Brazil, Belgium and 'other areas in 1939 could not halt 
. 	 ' -' . 

the 'ci~pletion .of· German indust~ial diamondsto~ks. The increasing teIlIlX>of war. 

(6) 	 , 

... Annua1 StatisticaL Report, American Iron a:nd steel Industry, 1945, p. 125 


(7) 	 . 

.The Diamond IndUstry_19.39, p. 8 


http:IndUstry_19.39
http:1:-.1.1e
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. 
preparations inevitably increased indUstrial diamond· consumption so that by 


the outbreak of the war, industrial diamond~stocksattain.edthrough foreign 


purchases were apprQxima.tely 860,000 carats· (See'APpendix II, Table I). 

, , 

The growth and decline of' German diamond stocks, and the rise in 

consumption and ilTiports ,are clearly shown in Chart I (See Appendix II). A, 

word of explanation is necessary for the proper evaluation of this Chart. 

ThEt crucial figure, fQr the purposes of tmsrePort, is the .size of Nazi· sto~ks 

at tlle outbreak of the war,~derived' soleiy through leSitimate' ~rman purchases, 

of indu.strl,al diamonds With German funds. This is, what the Gh&rtportrays. 

To the extent that German stocks were enriched by plunder, axtortiQn, and loot

ing f"f-om the time the Nazis gained pewer to the end of 1939, the sto.ckfigures 

shown in the· Chart are smBll~r than the. ~ctual stocks. .All that· i~ necessary 

to show however is that legitimate stocks, could not have been the source "of' 

.. ,the 200,000 carats in issue. There' is no question but that stocks from aU 

sources legJ. timB.te and plundered were used by the Nazis arid as we shall show 

the plundered stocks constltuted virtually the entire supply from 1942 on. 

337829 J 
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PART II 

CONSUMPTION, OF IND,'USTRIALD~DURING ,THE,', WAR ,;..; i939~i:944 ' .. , . 

Could 860,000', carats of, industrial diamonds support C*lrman!'faT ' 

consuIilption from September' 1939 thI-ough1944, a period of over fiva 'ye~s, 
, , 8'" , ,,' '(8)


and still ~ow at' least 19 ,000 ,carats to be left :intact?" , 


This is the crucial question,anci.te pose the 'questionis'virtu

ally to answer it., Allowing fbrthe.ut~st.·conservatiQn Qf industrial,~a

monds, ,$ supplyef 860,000 carats in 1939 could not possibly have ~t .tb,e 

~s~ urgent needs, Qf wartime' milltary , production. 'Even if the German authorities 

. were able te curtail consumption to ~ rate no greater. thail' iri 1932 (19Q,000 . 
. " , ". I 

carats) when their total industrial l:l:roduction Was no1more than a fraction of 
'. ' . \ . 

their wartime: level, their stocks'lVOuldhave :t>een.exhaustedby the ndddleof 

1943~ .Further to predicate',German war' production for five and 'one"'~f, years 
j 

of war upon a stock of 860,O()O c~ats of which 198,000 remained unutflized 

would1mplythat German ayerage consumption over this period was no greater, than 
. , 

82,000 carats per year, ,or, less than half of the Ge:r::man depression ra.te of con
"', ' . ", ., " . .." ", 

sumption. 'When-we:consic:ier t'hai' the U.S. cOnSi4iP~ion of industrial diamonds, in 

1941T 1942 and 1943 averaged over 6,000,000 carats per year, over 80 times as 

great as the ;-equired G~rman rate while U.S. war output was probably, no greate'r 
, (9) 

than three times the German war output, the abs,urdi-ty of this position is patent.. . . ~ 

(B)', " , , , ' 

.Ernst Winter, head',of, Ernst Winter .& 'Sons, 'manU£a.ctlirersbf, diaiIlond: tools ac

countii1g for almost a third of total GefInan consumption mentioned' durmg. his 

interrogation by Allied'M1J..itary Iritela.±gence'in 1945 that ,the .stocks held 

in Berlin were . split ,into severallesser 'hoards after the .severe bombing of 
Berlin and that the largest of these was' :i:h", Sturtzbach, 'Tlmringia.· To his 
knowledgethesE3 baa' not 'been found by either 'the Americans' or the Russinas. 
F-.I.A.T. Report #370, p., 31, 32. 

(9)WPB ·F1.ie~ onIn:d~t:ci~l' DiamoncU3' (coae '528.5.) in u.S. Archives indicat~ 

American cOnsum:PtiotlGf 12,000,000 carats in 1943 ora rate of over 135,000 

carats per million tons' of steel Production.'· ,\ . 


,-_...--------~---.----.--r . 
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. c , 

It is true that' German warindtistry, as a 'result of the severe 
-" ':'< ".;~' .. 

diamond shOrtage in World War I" had de~loped tungsten carbides to' abigh
. " ~ , 

degree of perfection as a, sUbstitute for diamond, tools •. But even the hardest . . , 

.of the tungsten carbides. are much inferior' to, :the softest industrial dia.monds. 

Industrial diamonds 'are" therefore,·:i.hdispensable for quality proQ.uction'es
. . (10) 


pecially in aircraft,.aI'lIJC)red vehicles, 'tanks, and precision equipment,., 


There is no evidence' that German materiel had deteriorated in quality until . ..' r· " . 

the closing stages of the war. 'This· use of substitutes even before the war 
t;. . . , ' • 

limited the saV'iIlgs possible in wa:rlimeuse of diaInorids. ThUS.in 1937, 1938 . 
" 

and 1939, when German stocks of diamonds were substantial, German consumptfon 
. ,.,,; , ... 

of diamonds wasata rate' of approximately 65;000 carats permill±on tons of 
., ' , '.' " . -. ", (11) 

crude steel produced, or less than half the Amerlcanwartime . rate. Thus 

..., /' .. though conservation is all'Jayspossible" German' industry which had been -mrlned, 

on a low diamond diet, could less eas'ilY' curtail' .its diamo~d conSUmption th8.n 
, ' ... , , 

other countries. However,' eveil if Germany cou1d have restricted ·her consumption 

to as, little as 20 per cento! her 1939 diaroond use or about one-fifteenth as 

, 'mucjt as UScons:u,inptioil (approximai!ely 400;000 -carats per 'year), German stocks.' 

would have been dissipated before 19~.· -: 

(10)
Thus'Sidney H. Ball, diamond expoe-rt of the U. S. Bureau of :Mines and 
editor of The Di~rid;Ina:u.strY' remarked:IlDue to'a~mechani'zation, in- ' 

'dustrial dfamrids areallllch greater factor, in war ,than they were 25 yeaTS 
ago. This' is particularly true in Germany Where alloyed steel is used 
more than ever befo.re'l-Diamond. :tii~ustr.:v, 1939, p. i5, and, "No impoI1ant 
war -weapc>nis used. today by our forces in the manufacture' of which the 
dianiond is'not used and by which the manufacture' is not speeded up. If 

Diamond ~du.stzt, 1943,· p.20 ' 
, '. ' 

. .' . .' , . ,

It is because diamOnds ar~ largely used to cut, grind,bore,pol±sh, and . 
draw stee! that this report has adOpted' the production of' steel as· a geIle.ral 
index of diamond consumption. 

, (ll)WPB Files, op..cit. 

337831 
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, , 

There is ~ddi'tional evidence to buttress the 'cc!>nciusiciri derived from 

the, statistics of German wartime consumption' of indu.stria1 diamonds that 
, 	 '. \ 

860,000 carats 'WGuld have ~ been far too small to meet Nazi war production de

mandS and that in fact much more than that was' cOru;Jumed. The' consumption of 

a typical German industrial diamond tool ma.n.u.facturer 'during the "War is givan 
(12) " , '-, " 

in the B.I.O.S. Final Report. The .firm of Rudolph Heger, Freiburg ,in 

Bresigau,: a prod~cer of diamond tools since 1908; reported its cOnsumption of 

industrial diamonds as follows: 
%af Prewar 

J'" Prewarcdrisumption 500 carats per month' 1C)(5$ 
,Wartime up and through 1942 200 'carats per month 40 
1943 50 carats per mOnth 10 
1944 None until December '" J:O 

when 53 cc¢ats were allocated,at 
B.'price of 4000 RM or'almost 80 RM 
per carat. 

, 	 ' 

T~it appears that for almost three and one: half years follOwing the 
'- ' 

outbreak of the, war, German consumption was 'apprQximate1y 40 per cent of ,the 

prewar rate or about 450,000 ca~ats })er,year. 0?:this basis, German consumption 

from September", 1939 through December 194,2, would" have required apout 

,1,600,000 carats,"about tWice trie' legitimate stocks ava,ilable in 1939. The over
, ,(13) 

whelming shQrtage after 1942 is evident' in the figures. RUdolph Heger I s con
"v ' 	 ,. . 

sumption in 1943 t:Uid 1944 "WaS only 10 per cent of the prewar consum.Ptio~: Qn. . .' 	. 

the 	basis Qf, the tQta1 consumption figures show in .chart -I this 'WOuld be equiVa
. 	 .'~ 

lent to a consumption in the last two years of the war of approximately 190,000 

(12) 

B.I.O.S.Fina1Report-#1l\48, p. 34 


(13) 	 , "" ' " 
The shortage appears ,to have be'f3~':"e:,q,reme'as early as 1940. The official 
German list of 'War, ,matcar18l:: in: "sh:ort,~~sup:ply shows induStrial diamonds With 
the collllDi3nt ,that,;::, :""~tity;'no,,mat't~l~Jl~!V small, shOUld Qe :mobUized. 
(Nazi ~C()ns:pir.aqy:I',,: ~~Qn'i 9ft;:i;ce:~f-j,(1!i~. Chief of Counsel for' 
Proflecution"ofAXis: E;; " .;:~> ;r,tj.,~. GOv.er,rilJife~t'Printing Office, Washington, 
D • .c., 1946, Vol~ VI:r,,~#ge 325;, .here±narter,'~tXi~,ferredto' a~ 'Nazi COIw.pira'cy) 
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carats p~I' year. This· figure is confirmed, by the testimony' of, Ernst Win~er. 
,. .(Ji) 

According to an F.I.A.T. Report. Winter's '~stimation of vQlume 'used during 

the .latter years of. the war was 1,5000ca11a1;s 
,. 

per,month"-{180,OOO carats per 
, , .', . ,'. , ' 

year or about 400,000 carats to the end of the war). Thus the person~ testi 
. . 

mony.·.?f.German. manufacturers is consis.tent with and corroborates the cle~l:" 

picture' dar:i. ved 'from the prewar stati'stics..of imports, consumption and stocks ~ 
, , , ~ 

It isthereforefundamerita1 that Germa~ ato,cks derived from purchase 'abroad, 

up to ·September1939. coul-d not' have supported G'ermaD.coIl$umption beyond 1941. 

Germany conSumed approximately 2,000,000 to 2,250,00() carats of indtistria1. 

diamondS'during the war. Germari;tndt\strY": obtained at least 1,200,000-' 

1,4QO,000, carats fromsour,ces. other ,than' ,pr.e~r iIilports. 

The eVidence is crystai clear that at least the 1,200,000. - i,4dQ~ooo.· 
, ' 

" " 

carat~ :were,obt,a:1.ned directly and in~e.ctly from lOoted indiv.i.dtia~ and,;~oin.-

panies,' prepOnderantly of JewiSh orig:iri;:':lise~tabJ.ishedin the fo11o...o.ngPages • 

.', 

(14) 

.F.I.A.T. Report #370, p.32 
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A.' Imports From Neutrals 

Bef:'9~ ,cons~dering the question,:of German looting from'the Je,nsl1 

people all oye~,Europe and from other victims, we must consider 1:.~,pos~i-, 

bilityo;f German imports from cOlll1tri~s b~nd Allied control., The most im

portant' producing eou.ntrles outside'of\~rica (wh;ich accounts for 98 per cent 

of the, i.dd~t;t'ial diamond produ~tion',of the world) areBra~il and Borneo.", 

Borneo production is trivial. , From 1934-1939, Borneo, produceda~ 

average' ?f 1800 carats a ye~., In 1939, her output was 2287 carat's,. It is 
, ,', 	 ,," , " , 

pos~ib1e that the Japanese increased ,this output bY'mining normal.lyun",:, , ,,' , (15) , , ' 

econo~c, areaS to perhaps 10,000 carats per year. ' In' view of the'shor'" " 

tage of diamohds in Japan, not all of this Ol7tput (if any) could go ,to~rina.ny. 

, (..., Of somewhat greater ,consequerice~ ,is :Bl:'azUian output. In 1939, a.n4' 
" " , ' ,,(16) , 

194Q, It.~l:4J.n' airlines were transportil'lgBr,azUian diamonds to Germany., 
, '" 	 " , , 

Braz~lian ,our-put before the war had been approximately' 200,000-250,:000 c.~tats 
, ,.' " ! ',' 

per n;~! ,In 1939 , her output WClS '350,000, carats, of'Vih'ichamoUnt,thtr tT~$ ..i 
, 	 , 

imported l8,O~624 carats of i~dustrW. diambpds. ,~M9.y.19~, the ,U~S.:and' 

Brazil signed' ap.,agreement providing "~l1at all industrial' diamondBproduc~d ' 
',' (17) 

, in Brazil were to be eXported,to the U~S. , Thus it' is clear that Bra:zll , 
.' " 	 , , . ~ , . 

was eliminB.t~d as a source of industrial diamnds f6rGerinany in theeai-~y'
'~ . 	 ' . ' 

stages of the ,war. In view of the heaVyU~S. purchases prior to that agreement, 

it ,is 'hardly' likely that in 1940, ,Germany obtained mre than tWo-thirds of the 
, ,." 	 , " , 

, 	 , 

remairn.ng Brazilian supply-perhaps 50,ooo~ioo,ooo ~ car~ts•. 

(15)· .. 
.~'Di.aniond Industry 1941, P.. 21 

(16) ,',' .... 

Ibiq~, p~ 2:f 


(17) 	 , 

. Ibid. 
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The official statistics of the EUropean neutrals; 'i.e., Switzerland, 

. Sweden, I:brtugal and Turkey show virtually no expor~s Qf industrial diamonds 
, (17a) 

from these oountries to Germany during the war years. 'In faot, however, it. is 
,. 

known tptSll1Ilgglitig, black market' an.d bartering deals took place between Nazi 

agents and sO~Ces of sup:ply in· these c~tries, esp,ecially $Witzerland" 

Sweden and Portugal. 'These tranSactions of oourse do not enter into the of

ficial'statistics. The German agents in this trade were financed by funds 

" looted from· Jews. It is to this tragic story of the. German robbery of the 

Jews of Europe that we', now turn. 

/ 

(178) 
, FQr years 1939-1945,' See 

Portugal - Instituto Nacionalde EstatisticaConnnercio Extemo,; 
, Volume II , 

Sweden - Sver1ges 0fficialla Statistik Handel av Kommerskollegium 
Turkey - Statistique Annuelle au Commerce Exterle.ur, 
Switzerland - Statistique Annuelle du Commerce Exterieur de 1:& 

.Suisse (See AppendiX II) 

http:Exterle.ur
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B. 'The Flunder of the Eui'opean Jews' 

, Though thesJ..aying of, the German efifcial, Von-Rath, was the 

pretext, 'o~e of the real reasons for the fira't, great expropriation of the 

Je~ was the ominous drop in diamond stocks in 1938 and the Nazi need to 
, 	 , 

, ~cquire foreign eXchange 'for the purchas~ of industrial diamonds 'and other 
r '., 	 " " 

vital war materials such as tungsten, chromium, manganese, etc. 
, 	 , 

The Jewish ·popu.la.t1,6n of Germany was fined 1,060,000,000 RM in ' 

November 193B. This enormous sum was extorted in cash and. in precioUs- .., 
, 	 . ' 

metals" stones, art objects" etc., Special Governnient bureaus were' set up' 
, . , 	 . 

for the purpese of receiving jeWelry and art· objects. By early March 1939, 
" 	 '. 

Qermari Jews and Stateless J~ws were required, to tum their jewelry over to ' 

....... 'government ~wnshops (thenotoriousllP.fandleihett) ,lIhich were to Itpay" for 
, (18) 
them. The prediction expressed, in many German publlcatiensPthat the' 

.~' 
, 'fraulein may soon fimher diamond. jewelry confiscated for national .factory' , ' , (U) 

purposes" was aVerted by the vast quan.tity of stones stolen from the ,JErvis",. .' 	 . 

By 	the end of 1939 too a stream of diamonds~and other loot was coming in . '" -'.' , 

from Poland where the Nazis were methodics.l1:y stripping the la:rgest Jewish 

popUlation in Europe of its valliables.'A pathetic and 'monstrousin~ntory , . 	 '. ' ' . 

from the extermination camp of Lublin in~cates the neurotic thoroughness 

of Nazi. plunder. When f~uhtain pens, eye g+a,ss frames, and broken, watches 

were collect9li, how could diamonds be over";'looked? In fact they ~ere not over

looked as the attached list taken from the Official Proceedings at Nurnberg 
(20) 


shOW. " 


, "(18) 	 " , 

"Diamond IndUstrx1939, p .. ,~ 


(19) 

.Diamond In.dus-try,1939, p. '1, 


(20)Na'zi C'e~a;cf.~ Supplement A, 1947, DOcUIllEJnt 3948-ps, pages 677,678.
see""",Appe· ..,. l I. . . 
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As indicated this list was just the' se'cond . shipment .from the POlish 

extermination camps. The ProvisiOllai.Balan~e ;'Sbeet of the ·Actionl.'Reinhardt" 

(extermination of .the Jews in the 'Lubllnarea) from 'April 1" 1942 to December 

15" 1943" inclusive" showed ~,value'of 178,745'960.59RM. lAs Globocnik" .. SS 

Gr\lpp~rif'u.ehrer apd.Lt•.General of POl~ce in charge of the'Actiont'Reinhardtn" 

~tated "Minimum values 'have been assured· so 'that the, total' ~~lue is more likely 
, ,.' (21) ~. .' " . .' , . ,'. .'. 

tWice as much~n. Of the 178,,745,,9f50.59RM, the'ijewelrytotalacoounted for 
< •• .' 	 '. 

over one-fourth; ,in Globocnik's estimate. appI'Q:xiIDate1743 millionRM. Thus, 

~ehave items with diamonds a~ followS I . 

15,883 Rings, gold,. withbrilliants .and diamonds 23i8g4,500.00RM 
353 Bracelets 'wi.th brill:i:aiits and diamonds. 1,232,000.00 
130 Single large brillian~s 	 130,000.00 

2,511.:37 Carat 'IndiVidua:;L brilliants. 	 251,137.00 
1)',458.62 Carat Individual diamonds 	 672,9~i.OO 

. , 	 , 

and 'ot~er ,sinIilar ma~~rial. . This inventory was o1ll:y a Portion of .. the 'Action 

"Reinhardt1t and referred only to Lublin to which area. Je1VS from all over Europe, 
_ . . '" . (22) 

,as welli,as Poland,. were brought • 

•The total quantity of diamonds obtained ~ thisp~llage of European . 

Jewery over a period of almost. 7 years is llllkribvm.' The LUblin list referred. to 

is undoubtedly only a small traction of the total. On M<lrch ji, 1944; a German 
. ~,., . 


. . " . 


officiai, "KropP,. £,elt obliged to write a memorandum '''Subject: utilization of 
. "' . " '. :", " 	 " .. ' ' 

Je~lsandso forth which were ac~uiredbyofficial '~gencies in favor of the 
(23) 

Reichl! _ This memorandum points . out, that tithe q~estion of a uniform utiliza

tion ~f the precious ,objects is important not only because the 'ReichSbankshould 

\21) e. 	 . 

. Nazi Conspiracy, Supplement A, -Document '4024-ps, p. 752 

(22) 

. ~~,Document 4024-ps, p. '761 et seq. see Appendix III. 


(23). 	 .' , _. , 

Ibid., Docun:ent 3947..;PS, pp.675,676.
---- "'. ,. 

-~---+-..------ ,.....~-,-. 
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(24) 
be given opportunity to sell:unproc~ssed jewels, etc. , from the Me1:nier. 

delivery the same way as it did before and not only, because its equivalent 

belongs to the Reich but also due to th~ following reasons: •••••Through sales' 

to foreign countries a considerable amount ,afforeign currencynmst have been 
, 	 . 

acquired. A large number of goods readyfar expOrt' are still ill possession 

of the Pa'WIl Shop. Amo~g others, diamondS of 35,000 carats and vei-y small 

diamands (roses) of a ,very high value." Mention is made about the utiliza:
, 

tion af j'ewels by the Reichsbank in Kattowitz and jewels, a.s.f." which have 
, (25). 

been acquired as war booty, etc~',etc. 
\ 

There ?Xe many affidavits indicating the existence of p,acking crates 

in the vaults af'the Reichsbank in Frankfurt ,and Berlin, etc. ;: :' For-example, 
-,..' '. 

see Affidavits of Capt. S. Harris j' JAGD, and 'Lloyd louis Garnell, concerning the 
, . " , . " , ' . (26) , _ ' 

'ReichsbaJik vault in Frankf.'urt,Germany. , ' 

(24) 
,M'eliner 	was the SS Messenger who delivered the valuables from ;AUS9hwltz and 
Lublin to, the Reichsbank~ ,The, deliveries from these camps were ,supposed 
to be secret and were ,referred to as the 1IM'el:mer Deliveries.' , NaZi ConSpiracy, 
Supplement A" Docwnent, 3947, p. 675. 

(25) 
. Ibid.," pp. 675, 676 

(26) 
Ibid. , Documents3956-PS and J976-PS,pp. 686 and 690-691, respectively. 
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(1) 	... 'utilizati!i>n .of ··uernlari Di~iids' for0btaiD1ng .Foreign EXchange and: 
"Bartering ·for Ind:ust:H.a1 ~iDiamondS' 

, '. ' "; ,,-,', ' 

1 'OJ 

This great 	leoting,of the' European ,JeWish co~tyundom)tedlY· . 
" 	 ,,' '. C'" .' • ' 

, , (,' 	 .', 	 , 

served to swell German' indtlstrial d.iainbnd.'stocks directly through' the, ac- '. 
, . ", . "'; ; . ,,",' . ~ ,,' ).: , . " - :.' " ;' " " . ",','" "'>' 

quiSi:tio~ .of "indust~a1sfroln:JeWishdi&nond'merchants; '~d;indirectly, .... 
, . "-"" 	 ',' . .. . 

thi-o~gh, ..th~'~a1e. or gemdiamond$·. abroad to proVide. searce forei~~cbange.· 

for the purchase ofindl.istri~i ~nds .~d other .wargoodsand.thro~gh the . . , 	 ., . 

barter of g~ 	for· indU:Sti-i~ls i~ SWi.tzEn~lan:d and,othEn~':rtetimai co~r~es . ,:
: .... i 

and to lIlS.ke~vai-lable g~m,di81¢nldsto 1:>,e used ,'fer industriai :purpClses when'. 
,.:, J'" 

".. an' o~he~s(rurces were, exhausted." . 
,. ,. ":, " -, 

Thesale··ofje~lry, .g~~di8~Ilds :and. ot'~r 'v,aIilable p:i-~pertt 

abro~d .fo~. the purposes' of'secUring lihara,' curr~nriyn j\i..e~·, ~rica~.dOlla:rs' 
. . ,: " . " ..,!. " , . . .';, . 

'. (.--. 	 or .Swisi:i'fran~s, .wasan ,esta~lisood' method.of 'German. finance .thro~glio:ttt' ,the 

war. ,There··c'mbe. litti~,que$tion,'thataia.rge p0r1;-i6n ofthe"indUstrial 

diamonds obt'ainedabroadfrom .1939thrc)ligh·194:4repre~,el1tedeXc~ge~: or. '.. ' , 	 ... . 
seized gem dia~nd~ fo£:1.ndustria~,.either directly 

" 

through barter 6~in.~· 
, 	 ",. .... '" . ". ,,' ' 

directly through ~a:1e foz.::hard . currencies 'ana~,subsequel,lt .purchase. Tl'lough 
. ", 	• ' ,'," . . '.. ',\ " ' , ,'".," - ." I • 

gem Eltonescanbe Used'toriil~t~ialpurposeB (and:were -s~uaed by t~,':' 

Nazis in the later .stages df t1i~ wa.r)~UCh·US~ repr~s'~nt~d ~~. ,Waste of· re
'. " 	 ',I,.'" .' . ", . .", . ,_ " -, 

sources, for .themuch higher. prj,:ce of 'ger,n'. s1ion,~s cOJ]lpared ~ ,,industrials .meant . .,' 
, 	 " '., """"", ,',' 1, , . '~1 , " ,:,' • . " , . ' ;» .'._ ',", ,', .",' ' ' 

that tor every 	carat; 'ot gem 'quality-as . mUch as . 10 to. ',0 carats ,·ofindustrials. 
j "- '.' 	 ,\ ,. 

I' 

' ..might beobtaine<i. 	 . '. , . 

Three seParat~ 	ministries appear to'have b,een invOlved 'in·baridlini ' 
, • , 	 , • ,"" 1 '," ,_ • : _'~ ,_ _" • • _. ".,•. 

diamonds seized by 1;00 Nazis~' ..·The 
" 

R~iehst:ell.e,,~r' Tec'hnis~ Erz~l1gI1i~~e, 
, 

.. 
'. ,. ',: l' . 	 . ,"" -', ". 

obtained aU usable industrial stones~bicho()Uld be sent d~ectly to the . 

: armament industry•. "~ntKonto:rtlwas set.'up tohandi.e 'Jewi~h jewelry und$r 

-~ ...... ~~.... -..j- -~'~~'-'-' 

- .',,

i 
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the 1,OOO,~O.,OO0'irM fine of November" '1938, and the Diamond Office, ·Antwerp 

for diamonds seized in Holland, Belgium and France after t~ fall of these 

.coUntries. The foliowing is an Engllsh translation of a memorandum da.ted 

May 1, 1942, on behalf of. the MilitarY Commander' for Belgium and Nort'hern .. . 

France relating to the 'Utilization of diamonds seized.legally• . A photostat!, 

of the German original is in Appendix III. 

Brussels, May 1th 1942. 

The Military Governor for' 
Belgium and Northern Fraiiice 
Chief of Military Departnent 

Group 21 1/2 .' The Chief 
nevisenachutzkommando Belgian 

rae delaLoi,.' 31 

.BRUSSELS 

Utilization of dianionds seized.legally on account of criminal proceedings', 
in favGr of the Military1)epa;M;m.ent~. .' 
Your letter dated 29/4I42:.~ 'Az' 0... ·1120· - A.3. 

You are requeste~i"tc)de8l: as follows vdth theutiJ.iZa:tiOri. of the 

diamonds legally. seized'by ,Courts Martial, pursuant to Currencyregul:a"; 

tiona or pursuant to a Regulation forsei~e: 


1 •. All raw diamonds are to be offered fQrpurcbase too·,Mr.: UR:BANECK acting as 
colnmissionary of the''ReichStellef'ur technische Et:~ugnisse" Berlin, and in 
so far as they can be used' as industclal diamOnds, they are .. to be sold to 
the "Reichste:lle.,n Raw diamonds that woilldnotbe purchased, by the 
nReichstelle" ,are.to be·sold:to·the n:tamond Office., Antwerp. 

2. 	Arter evaluation by two eXperts, cut diamOnds are to' be sold to the 
Diamond Office Antwerp (not the DiaJllt:.)nd Control Office) which has agreed 
to purchase. '. 

In both events the sale will' be based upon the prices iii force on May 
10th 1940, as the diamonds handed, over to the "Reichstelle" are immediately for
warded :to the German arma:ment industry, arid as.the diamonds SGld t.G the Diamond 
Office are 'used fGrbarteriilg against new raw materials,' so th3.t they will be 
';'S well indirectly used .te 'servethe 'purpose's of the German A'rmamentIndustry. 

. '* ., j', -r " ," 

You arereq\lested to convey:a11 necessary information'te the cu~ator 
Frenael. . . . . ., 


On behalf of the. Military Gomma.nder 

for Belgiuniand Northern, Fririlce 

The Chief'ofM;ilitary Department 


. By order 

(signed) . signature ' . 

.KV' Division P.cincipal 


33'78 
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The memorandum of Kropp previouslyreferredi'to indicates the 

continuing' cOIlc~rn of the ~rmanbankiilg auth~rities <lver the utilization 

of diamonds and other valuables, in order tp obtain foreign exchange. 

The expropriation of the, German Jews in late 1938 and 1939 was fol

,lowed in quick aucbess'iin by thepluilder, of the ,Polish ,Jews at tne end of 1939 

and 1940, by the iooting of the JeWish diamond merchants of Bel~uni and Holland, 

of their considerable stocks of diamonds, both industrial and 'g em quality, and 

the systematic spoliation of the, ,Jews of ali, Ett,rope illCiluding the diamond mer

chants of Pragu~, 'Budapest ,and Bucharest, of ~ll jewelry and precious metals 

through 1941 and 1942,. The 'pathetic c:rates of diamond. rings with, empty settings 
, 	 , 

from 'Which the diamon~s had been remo:Ve~ which were recovered. by the u."s. Arnw 

and then turned over to the IR0 'bY U.S~ Military Authorities in accordance with 

the Joint Chiefs ofStaff'Directiye on Non-monetary yold is mute but eloquent 

evidence of a large source of diamonds for the diamOnd tool industry of Ger,IDany. 
, 	 , . 

In 	1942, reports ,which trickled to Allied sources indicated the 'desperate 
, 	 , , 

plight of German industry for dia.mcnds. The price'of boan on the Swiss 
't 	 . 1 

black D:lB.rket' had risen by then to $30 a carat, a Jinest' 30 times the price in 
(27) " " , 

1939. ,"Germany, according :1.;0 reports,iS'C),lready, using gem s,tones in indus-' 

try, 	and the price of crushing boart' on the SWiss black market indisa.tes her 

, (28) 


dire necessity. It , .' 


The docUment referred to previously, listing the inventory of dia


monds' and diamond rings and the document of Irr:opp show that at ,least ,0,000 

, 	 ' 

carats of diamonds were, taken '~m the Lublin arid' Auschwitz camps alone: over' 

(27) 	 , 

. Diamond Iridtistry, 1942, p.18 


(28) 
DiS.Ioond II1du.stry 1942, p. 18. ,See also Report of the, Bureau of Resaarcn 
and Statistics of Adv. Com~ to Council of National Defense on dia.:mOnds, 
December 1940 (wPB' Fi1~s) Which Jlo.iritsto .the' use of gem diamondS, ordinarily 

, reservEl!d for 	je~li'y, for induStrial purpo~es., 
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a period of,roughly ,a ;year--911d- 8,; half. . " ,".: '.,' 

It 'WOuld be no exaggeration to suppose that this represents only a 
" ,,; (29) 

small. fraction, perhaps 5 per- cent, of the total of such loot. In France 

alone "the Jewish community was fined 1,000,00q:,000 francs. This amount, as in 

Germany, was paid in considerable part through confiscation of property of which 
, : 	 ' . 

certainly a large amount mst h8.ve been in 'the' form: 'of diamonds and diamond-

bearing jewelry. 

We have as yet· been unable to go through all of the' records collected 

at the Nurnberg ~als, :trut there" can be little doubt t~t the plunder of some 

10 million Jews of Europe, of whom 6-8, million were murdered and stripped of . 
,:' 

- . . 

. rings and other jewelry,' mustbave yielded a' considerable portion of t~ dia

monds which want to the vital toolsmaintainiIig the Nazi· war machine. To date, 
1 • ~ " 	 , 

of this vast loot, the mo has received as non-monetary gold from the U.S. 

,."", ' Milita11£ Authorities. only, 7,000 carats of diamonds to the value of approximately 
, '. ~ 4 , 	 • • 

1,000,000 RM, less than one-fortieth of the value mentioned in the two .extant 
(30) 


lists. 


(29) 
It appears that perhaps half a million people were .murdered in these camps 
during the period so that we darive a grUesome ratio of roughly '100,000 
carats recovered by the Nazis.per 1,OOO~00 v:i.ctims or per~ps' 800,000 
carats from the murder camps' alone during the coUrse of,the war. This figure is 
probably very low for total plUnder as the victimS were pretty completely 
rohbedbefore their last pillaging. . 

" 
(30) 

,Total 	IRQ proceeds fu dollar value from thesj:i .diamonds was $225,000. The 

German warlimeoonvers·ionrate was 4.2RM per $1.00.
- , 
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{2} ,~ The story of Di.amant Kontor .. , 

.' : 

';rhe 'enorlIlQusmass plunder which has been recounted required a 

large organization'to handle'the diamOnds flowing in from ,all corners of 
, ' 

Europe. Diamant Kontor was ,an assoqiationof ,German diamond ,cutters formed 
, , 

October 16, 1939, under the aegis, of the German Government ,to recut anq. dis,... 
, . ". 

tribute the diamonds and'jewelryconfiscated by th~ Nazis under the VonRath 

f~~e.' The promoter: and manager o~ thl:-s. ,association was Ernst ,Cremer. ,The 

report on this, Org~izat~on as :p;epared bytlle' 'Intelligence Branch of the 

Divisionef.Inves~i[;ation ef Cartels ,andEX.te'~al ~sets ofOMGUS' ~ ,conjunc

tion with. repr~sentatives oftlle British Contrel Commission for G~rmany ~s., , 

Qlit!l:imed ,below: 
, ',' 

{l}UThe unavailability of diamonds resulting from war embargoes 
.' '.' .,' .. " . 

pr~cipitated a depre~sion in the industry of raw diamonds • ." (page 1) 

(2) "The German Government embarked upon'a comprehen~ive pr~gram 

of utilizing di~nds ~buil~g up German foreign credits" (page 1) 

••• tlEspecially ~giDg to', the industry were the 'blocking restric

tions on raw ,diamondS imposed by' th~ BelgianS and the English to
" ~ . 

gether with,Brazilian 'and Amerlcan firms. The result of these 

conditions was truit there were few diamonds held by the industry 

in 1939 and the pr~spects of gettil;1g them loeked ratherbleak.R . 

'(page 2) 
" , 

(J) "The Jews were forc~d by German decree' to turn in their jewelry 

to th~ Pf'an.dleihe. Tna persecuted people were either told thB.tthey 
. " ~ 

, ,I 

would be paid 'later or were given a palt~' sum." ,(page 2)
" ' 

337843 
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(4) "All of the documentary,eviden.ce 'Would seem to demonstrate 
-. 

that the association of cutters (i~e., Diamant KORtor) was formed 

solely for the purpose of cutt:tn.g diamonds·' that the gov~rnment 

mid extorted. from the Jews. In fa'ct Crel\lSr himself, at a meeting 

of thesuperV1sory Board, of 'Di~Iit Koritor in' 20. June, 1,946••••• 

stated: 

(5) nIIThe sole activity of this ~orporation tD..K.;) is as you know, 

,the dealing in diamonds, and precious' stones i':.t'Om. Jel'dsh jewelry.' 
, , .,q' ,~. _ •• " '" 

The Reichs Ministry of Eeon.omics has ~ssued by decree of9 December; 

'1939,the diree~ns for .this,~,t'(page 4) 

(6) "All during 1940., Diamant Kontor handled Jewish jewe_lrY ex;
'~lusively•• Not only doCUmentary-evidence supPorts this' stat~nt, 

, - ' 

'btit'·Cremer a.dmitted this without reservation during the course of 

his interrogation." (page 7~ ). , 

(7)UThe assets which should be. available as a result of· the oPera

tions of the German diamOnd industry since 1940 are far greater than 

the supply r:£ diamOnds in Germanyaild' foreign_..c:redits .in which it might 

have a beneficial inte~est.' The assetssh01lldllimlud.e -nearly all the 

diamonds disposed, of by the Jindstry ~ince. 1940••••1t (page 8) , 
. 

(8) ttTitlecouldriot be passed to 'the purchas,er since the German 


di~ndindustry n~ver ae~ired title 'from the rlglltful ol"JIlersin 


these countries; it only got possession in the most vicious manner.Jt 

"'! 

(page ,8) 

(9) "An analysis 0 of the facts revealed by this, investigation 

m8.kes this principle clearly applicable. In 1939 the German diamond 

industry 'Was in dir'e straits, the supply of d~~rcial diamb~ 1m8,' 

practical!i exhausted. 'But in 1940. the eXploitation of the Je'WS 

J 
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yieldeqb consid~rable ,quantity ,followed 'by large sources ex

t«:>,rted from the Low Countr~~S'and' France." (page 8) 

(10) 	uThe diruoonds pc)sSeS~~dhi. the ,industry 'Within Germany are 
rather sizeable. , Two rather' large 'sources have, been located and 

, 	 .'. 

effectively blocked. ' They are posses'sed 't)y, Neumetzger,owner althe 

the firm Wunderlich,iri· Hanauand Ernst cremer, manager of' .Diamant 

Ko~tor." (page 9) 

"By.his awn admissian; N'euznetzgerrs, stack is worth over $ , 

m:i.JJ.1qIl" l,tei?~marks whileCre~:r,' s. :i:-s 'valued at something ,o:,,~ 

150,OOQRe1chsmarks., Neumetzger1s diamondi:r min HB.nauandhave 
. . " . - ,~ '. ,. 

been;,appropriatelY'-'securedby. th~ Military GGvernment,therer while 

Creme~,',s. stock- is in the, ,Dresd.~Iler Bank in Fra.nki'ur.t and,:in the 

. ~dNatiheimer Volkebank'·inFriedberg which have be~n, blocked 'Qy
", 	 . ' 

the Military Gavernment ,in Fr~urt and Friedh~grespectively.' 

The'firm,Imgrund' Machfolger af :nanau,: which. was managed by Erich', 
, ..-' .. " " '. . " . . . 

Vie~ is ~eported to have large stacks of diamonds. 1t (page 9) 
-. ."' * " 

The exc'erpts ,speak for themselves•. No one:will, ever know the actual 

quantities Of diamonds lootedGTwho finally gained possession of them~ But, it 

is apparent::"that'the whole German' cutting industry could not have operated 

for a year and a half unless the diamonds taken from the Jews of. EUrope ran 

into the 
, 

hundreds of thouSandS of carats, and millionS 'of 
' 

qollars., 'It should 
~ , 	 - . 

be stressed that the diamonds now heJ4 by German firms are; 'as the report 

clearly states', far in excess of any amount theycouldp~ssib~c,1aim' legally. 

\ -

I 
..,~___I 
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(3) - Diamond.Looted from France, Holland, and Belgium 

We are more fortunate in having some records. of the quantity 

of diamonds looted in the Low Countries and FraTice. These diamonds were 

. Itlegally seized, II for the most part from Jews of these countries who had 
.' 

to purchase their freedom by paying in diamonds. Unfortunately their 

freedom was only temporary as ~ were executed. We are i~ possession, 

however, of affidavits from some survivors. These' are given in Appendix 

III. 

The Diamond News of October, 1945 reported that the Allies were---,,---' . 

. ''''''' asked to restore 50,000 carats of diamonds valued at 15 to 20 million' 

guilders taken to the Reich during the Gerroanyoccupatiori, from Dutch., 

Jewish dealers. I "Most 'of this loot comprises individuaJ,.!:~contributionsl. 

with w~tch some Jewish diamond merchants had to purchase, their fre~d0m at 

a price of 20,000 to 120,000 guilders per perso,n.n 

J~hann C. Urbanek of Joh. Urbanek & Co. probably the largest 

industrial diamond consumer in Germany and delegate of· the Reich of the 
. ~ , . 
'. ., . " ' . 

. 

Reichstelle fur Technische ,Erzeugnisse fortunately signed receipts for 

these legally seized diamonds." . The following document refers to one 
, 

seizure fr9m Mr. Lens, a Jevr.i..sh diamond merchant, of some 2400 carats in 

February, 1942. 
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TRANSLATION. 

\Temporarily at Antwerp 
'February 17, 1942. 

Job. Carl UI:banek 
Delegate of the Reich 
Office for Technical Products, Berlin 

To Field Command 520 
Department IV, Antwerp 

Subject: The Lens case 
, 

I .have examined th 2,409.7-0 carats of diamonds seized from 

Mr. Lens and state that all of the dia1ll0nds are suitable- for industrial 

purposes. 

As there is a shortage, such diamonds are especially sought 

after in Germany for armament purposes, because of their shape and size. 

Heil Hitlerl 

(signed) J.G. Urbanek 

I should like to add to the above letter of Mr.. Urbanek that 
this type of uncut stone (can not be pUrchased today either' on the offi
cial or the black'market. They are therefore unusually important for 
the armament industry, so that the return of these stones or of a part 
of them would mean for usa ioss of. valuable raw material. Eventual 
return of a part of the cut stories might perhaps be considered. 

Heil Hitler! 

(signed) .'William Frensel 

. . 
---"""~--- ~--------'---------.:,_#_--':"......~-.- -~.' 

. G37847 
',' .",. ------------, 
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It appears that Mr. Urbanekh:ad delivered to the Jeeichstelle 

fur Erzeugnisse upwards of 800,000 carats,:of industrial diamonds, the , 

origm of which is probably from, France, Holland, Belgium, and the 'oWner

ship of which lies mostly with Jewish diamond merchants of theser'ltcol:lIltties, 

many of whom are now dead as are many diamon'dmerchant's in the rest of 

Europe who had delivered diamonds to Belgium and,Holland for cutting and. ' 
, . (31) 

polishing 	purposes. 

The affidavits set forth i'n Appendix III exemplify the manner 

,! 

(1) 

Letters of J.G. Urbanek, William Frensel, etc. 


(2) 
,Additional affidavits, of surnvorsincludmg v:Utims re'sident abroad 
will be submitted as they'are received. ' 

33.7848 
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PART, III 

INDUSTRIAL DIAMONDS· ARE WiTHIN THE TERMS 0F' THE NON-MONETARY 'GOLD DIRECTIVE 

One of the procedural question's' involved appears to be whether the 

industrial diamonds in question can be properly subsumed under the category 

Ifvaluable personal property which repr~s€mtf? loot seized .or obtairiedunder 

duress from political, racial or religiou's Victims of Nazi Government •••• 1I. 

(See Non-:-Monetary Gold Directive, Appendix I) , 

The evidence presented in this study shows: {l) that the diamonds 

in question must have been looted; (2) that th9se diamonds which were not 

. directly looted were indirectlyobtained,by barter transactions of looted 
. . 

gem diamonds for industrials and through purchases abroad with foreign 

exchange obtain~d' from the sale. of looted gem diamonds; (3) industrial 

diamonds, to war and infiation conscious Europeans, especially Jews whose 
,.' "' " 

. 
lives depended upon great mobility were, like 

, 

gem diamonds, personal 

property ~ Industriai diamonds as other gems were purchased, as a' hedge 

against inflation and as 
, . " " 

be used in an emergency. 

classificatory.sense as 

(32) 


a. mobile source of concentrated wealth Which could 
(32)' . ' 

(4) These diamonds. were industrial only in a 

regards.the Victims from whom they were seized. 

This was the practice not only of Jews but also it appears of Nazl 
o.f.ficialdom. In 1944, there were reports of shipments, o.f industrial 
diamon.ds . to the German Embassy in Sp'ain for the, account of 'high .German 
officials, against the dark days of Nazi defeat, Diamond Industry, 1944 

I 
I 

. if 
""': "iZ£~ 
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~ 
~ 
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~ 
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They became industrial ~nly when they were employed in tools and equipment. 

As industrials were used for their exchange value so many gem di8Il1onds were 

used for industriai purposes" although they originated as valuable personal 

property.' No distinction can legitima~ely be drawn between so-called'indus-, 

trial diamonds and so-called gem diamOnds when in the possession of the 

merchants or individuals who held them. 

Article 8, Part I of the Final Act of the Paris Conference on 

'Reparation, and the Five:"Power Agreement of 14 'June 1946 which directed that 

all non-monetary gold found by the Allied armies in Germany be made avail 

able for rehabilitation and resettlement of Nazi victims was not intended 

to exclude from 'non-monetary gold~ property such as the so-called ttindustrial 

diamondsll in question "Which ,were seized from victims, ,from their person; from 

their business stocks, or from the hiding places within their bwri homes. The 

ob,ject of the non-:monetarygold provisions of the above mentioned agreements 

was to make available for the 'assistance of surviving victims that property 

, of a. valuable nature seized from victims. The Joint Chiefs of Staff Non. .' , 

Monetary Gold. Di:r:ective, iss~ed'pursuantto Arttele 8, Part 'I of the'Final 


Act of the Paris Conference on Reparation and Five-Power Agreement was in


tended to carry out the object of these Agreements. 'Certainly, if a distinc


tion is to be drawn between livaluable personar property" and It:conomic lootll , 


han~ tools, watch-lnaking tools,wcirk-shop tools,glass cutters, etc. which 

were turned over to, the IR0 as non-monetary gold pursuant to the JCGS Dire,ctive 

by appropriate military authorities, would m9re,readily be ,viewed as economic 

loot than would industrial' diamonds which represented in large' measure conc~n- , 
,~ " 

trated personal weSlth. Aside from any other factors, in accordance with this 

\ 

--'.--.~[=3=37:::::::=~==491 ' 

-~--- - ~ __ -----------I 
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\ 
\' 

int,erpretation it would appear that industrial diamonds should fall under 

the non-monetary gold category• 

. Is it to be held that because the, diamonds in, questio:q, though' 

they were valuable personal property of their legal owners from whom they 

were seized, are no~ to be used for the assistance of the surviving vic
.' ~ . '" " ' 

tims, merely because the, end uses to which' these diamonds would have been 

put by the Nazis'''w'ere industrial? Do these diamonds therefore lose their 

,attribut,es of valuable personal. property? 

DiamOIlds by their' very nature no matter to what use they may ulti

mately be put, ornamental o1.'industrlal, 'carinot lose' their characteristic of 

being valuable personal property. They differ' fundamentally ,from such 

articles as machine tools, factories, trucks and so forth which are clearly 

'roonomic" in nature and the disposition of which are subject to other repara

tion agreements. 

Are' diamonds because they can be used industrially less val11able 

personal property than t,he pieces of silver, and platinum wl;lich have a wide 
, 1 ." 

variety of industrial applications' in' the electrical and chemical 'industrieS!, 

and which nevertheless have been include~ in the p~operty heretofore trans~ 

ferred to the IROl ' . 

To make available to Germany the198,OOO carats, either by gift 

or s'ale, is to ignore ,the clear legal oblig.iltions.to the surviving victims, 

and to contradict the policy of the u.s. Government which has'alw'ays'tak~n 

the lead in the program for assistance to non-repatriable victims • 

.. 
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In view of the foregoing, the IRO respectii'iilly submits that 

the ~pproximately 200,000 carats of industrial diamonds should properly 

be turned over to the IRO as non-:-IDonetary gold within the terms of the 

JCOS Directive to be used for the rehabilitation and resettlement of 

non-repatriable victims of German action. 

. [ 337851 ____.J 
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FINAL ACT OF THE PARIS CONFER15NCE ON REPiillATION, 21 DECEMBER 1945 

PART It Article 8 

".' ~'-'.""" :-', •• " ", ....... ~ .:. '. I·' _ 	 '_. • , .... • 


:,..;", ,1:},'.· .. ·,I· ..~l;:· .••• ,;. ';.• ::,~.;,:~\"#, ,., :, ..;' ;'. ,:.,
VICT·IMS" ·OF"·GERMAN 	ACTION.' '. 

. .~, e.·... 

',In reoognition of thc fact:'~h~t'i~r~e ~J}b:er~ 'b:f":':p~~'~on~ have 
suffered heavily a.t the haxlds of the, Nazis and nOVi's;tand ,in dire, neeQ. of aid 

, t6'~:pr6mbte :their' :6,ha'iSil:ftat'ibn:' 15'at ; will 'be .,tmabie:;1t6':cJ:aim~ th'ciassistanoe 
',., 'of"any Goverrmleili reoJJi-&in:k~rtpb:rirfioli' ~fp~1:g.'~*'~Y;~~)4{{G:6:O:&~!1ents of tho. 

Unitod Stat~s, of America, ,France,tho Uilfi~a"'E:illga6m';"'6zeonos'lovak:ia;md 
Yugoslavia, ,&1 oonsul;.tation .vl:i.th ,:the'~.Int9rgQve:r;'1111lent.al.iCqmmittGe on Refugees· 
ahail/ as soona.s:pb·~~lbIe~·'Vio~ff6ut; ift i:5Onuno~'~,~~e'elncint':~, p~~ .ofthe' . 

'. f'OIIOVi~~'g~ne.r'~i~~~~'~f·tf;? 'd"" '" "" ':~";' " 'J,J""" : .•.l'f" ., .... '. ,..;",0' 	 , 

A. '. Aahare ofr'dparittiori::66nsis~in1! ;cSf' a:li,i;ih~ 'no~~~o£~:tJary' gold: 
found by the Allied l~rrned Foroes in G.ei'mMy and' in,vKddhi'6n' a' sum not 
exceoding 25 million dollars shall be allocated for the rehabilitation 
and r()settlemGnt ~fnon;"rGpatriable victims of Gerrnanaction. 

B. The sma of 25 million dollars shall be met from a portion of t~o 
proceeds of Germo:,ri ,assets ,in 'ne.utral countries which are available for 
r,eparation. 

C. Governm~ts of neutral countr.ies ·sha11,be requested to m.ake .' 
a.vailable for thispurpoae (iIi addition to the sum of 2,5 million dollars) 

'assets 	in such Countries of victims of Nazi action who have since died 
and 'left no heirs. . . , 

D.. The persons 	eligible for a.id under the plan in question shall be . 
restrioted to true victims' of Nazi persecution ,and to thGir ,immediate 
fami:i.ioa and dependants, i;n the follov/ing classes: .. 

(i) 	 Refugees from Nazi Germany or Austria who require aid and 
cannot be returned to their oountries within a reasonable 
time beoause of prevailing conditionsj 

(ii) . German and Austrian nationals noV'{ resident in Germany or 
Austria in exceptional cases in which it is +easonable 
on grounds of humanity to assist such persons to emigrate 
and providin[;; they emigrate to other cOuntries ''lithin a.. 
reasonable period: " 

(iii) 	Nationals of ,countries fo:'cme:dy occupied by the GeI'ffiE:\.ns who 
cannot b.;Jrepatriated or a.rc not in a position to bere;;' 
patriated within reasolU'lble time", In order to concentrate 
aid. on ~(;he lnost, needy and des~rving refugees tind to exclude 
persons ,whose loyalty' to tho United .Nations is or' was 
doubtful, aid shall be restricted to n~tionalsorformer 
nationals of previously occupied countries whoilwere victims 
of Nazi concentration oamps or of concentration camps 
esta'blished by regimes under Nazi influence but not including 
persons who, have been cClnfined only in l)risoner of war. crunpso 

E. The sums made available ,under paragraphs A and Babova 'shall be, . 
administered by the Intergovernmental Committee 'on Refugees or bya 
United Natiolls1~gei.1.cY to 'which appropriate functions of the Intel....
goverrunental Cornmitt~G may in the future be t;ransferred.. The sums made 

I· 	
available under paragraph C above shall be administered for the general 

. purposes referred to in' this article under a program of administration 
to be formulated by the five Governn10nts named a.bove. 
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. F. '.' . Tho nOll-moneta.ry gold, .found in. ,Cklhtihy , shfl,ll be Plo.ccu o.t tho 

!,\. >d±spbsii;i::cit~.the ·iA:t:ereoirGl~lbt{i;~tt±;;cf6f.triifuitd~:~6h:~·hofugocs ~s sdon as 


a plan has beon yiqX;k;od ol;lt af1,.pl~9.vi.4.o¢l, above. 

. .~ ...';:':' .~, ~}~.. , ·::'i~<·:,:,·,;~~·:l::_:;;:. ,,'~ ~:.,,,},,.. : :,~' .~""'.,. y~: ' 

G. 'l'hoxntc~ov(Jl"'nmontul qonunittee' on RGfugees shall ho.vo. power to 
carry out the purposos of the ,fLU1d through appropriat0: public and 
pr.;v£\~~O fiold orgt'll.1isa~io~).s.; .. 

T ,..:,..~,:.' '. ., '" 'J" ", .:', • 

. H. . The. t~lsh~.i~bl3·: 'u86~r~' ~C?t :~8r );hGbOwP.~rts~t).oh.·: 9fi~c;t~~dual 
. (., v.i:ct1,li~s:il?u1;' ~o,.~~#~9.;':·t~:0 ;fq~ffljj:i'i'tut·~M;. pr·li'e~,e-ltii;~9.!1;l~ri~(J:~(persop.s

in the ellg1bl>e olb.s'se~~;;' :,.:",,::.J ';'" ';-' ' :' " . ,.1 .. , . " 
• . .: r. ,', ", :.i;' .ii- .) :". " . i '. ' ": . " ~ ."t.:..·'· .," .• , ,';; . t, ":," . ') . ;,' , . j , 

I~" :' 'N¢te,ilig' ·~~!:t1iAs· l~?;t'~ol~'., s~~ be:-'b,~Ilsiqq~~a .~q .:t)r:~'J~d;i~o: ~he 
., olJi1m:s' Wb1611 iHdiV:tdliaXl"Ofu2;oo's''inay': h~ve.'\.:ilg~~~t '~:. t.ut.~r9:'~GGPI'la11 

. ,,~· .. 1'~1........... '"'~~ ...".l,·~,.-..lo.,""~_' .•

. Governrneni:. oxoept to the nmount of the benefii'stfui't. 'such refugees 
rr;iy ha"e reooived frorilj;hG sources ro:i\:.rr';r,Gcl "to in paragraphs J\ andat ~b()V,'.ij~ ,,' ,.', . " . ,_ ' . ,; ' .. , • .- ..' ,!', ,'" '.' .., .••• ,A 

, " ...•1,' 

I, •• , . 

. '. .' . ' ','i, . 

L\J :. 

. ,r", 'j' ',' ..'".> 

, " . '~;'>:f ,~ 
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, ' ONA~ ARCHives ,;' " 
RePRODuce~ AT THE NATI, ____,_ --;~j);, \ 

, ','::,:'}[ , ' 

mO/LEG/Rep/ld
FnE POWER .AGREFJ4ENT, 0F '14 JUNE 1946 

In aooordancewith: th~f?pr,ovisions of 'Artiole 8ot: the Fifi?l Act 
of the Pifria O,o.n.ferenoe"on;~~Reparat±on, the Gbve;rnrilents of the' United 
stat:es, of ,.Am~r:i.ica.n; 'Fraiii5e:, the'.United ,kingp:om., Ozechoslovakia. and: :?[ugo-" 
slavJ.a, in: o0nsult;atibn~~:with,the' .Int'ergoverrimerital 'O'ommitl;eo on 'Refugees, 
have 'worked'out"in :common: agre~in'erit;;.t' the fdl10wing':plan to aid. in ,the 
r.ehabilitation and resettJ.!e'men:t.df', ;non~;r'epatriable viotims, of German aotion. 
In working out this: planr'the"signat'Orty POVfers~'have bEtenguido.d :by,the 
intent of Artiole 8 1 and the prooedures outlined, ,beloVi. are based, on its, 
terms: 

, " 'In recoghitidrrof'speoial:and; u~gent".;ch:·c!linstal1.oesl;the sum of 
j25"OQO"ooo 'haVing been:madeavailable.,by'Al1ied GoverI¥llent:s as ,8: :t>riority 
~11 the'proceodsbf the:liquidat:i!dn of, ,German assets::!inheut'ral".';countries" ' 
is hereby pJ1aoed at ·:tfue dfs:PosaJ~i,of the Ili.tergovernmenta::l Committe,e, on 
Refugees' or it Sl:!lioc essor'~organiqati'on"£ordistributd.on, to appropriate 

, : public ,and private field,organisations.as "soon:'!as<',th~y,have, 'subn:iitted 
practioa:bleprogra.rmiies, 'i,n'accOl~aance w:i/ch this ,-:Agreement. ' 

, 	 .' . 

A. It ia the urianimous'artd :col'isider.ed,croiriion:of' the Fi.vo Powers 
that -in the light of paragraph--n. 'of,~\itic'le8~,ofithGl <P.~is.Ag::rel;)n1.~t on 
R6parati on , 'the a:s'set s' ,:peoom:i::ng ayailable ,:sh,ould',be ,used notfq:rthe 
compensation of.' inq.ividual v:i:ctims"',;but "for >t'hi:l,., rehabil:i;t;atiqnaJ}g."resettle
ment of personsm eligible classes" and that , ioJtpqnc1itures :011. ,rehab,ilita
tion shal1:be considered;a:.ses~en:t:Lal:iprGparatory. 'outlays, to r(2tsettlement. 
Since 'all available:statistics::Eridioaiebeyondany,reasonable ,do\lpt -that 
the overwhelmirig majority' 0f-,,.eiigibile persons: unq.er. .tho <pr,ovis~ansof 
ArtiolE;' Sare Jewish'"all assets except "a.s"speoifiec1.J;LnPara8;rli\-p,h,:El below 
are' allocated for:tho,:.reha:b±li:i;ation-,·and"resettlement:of el:j.gi1;ll~ :Jevdsh 
'viotims'of Nazi action," ruuon&,:whom' ;children :,should: ,:teceive, ;prefe;r'~ntia1 

, • assistanoe'.: :Eligible 'Jewish:vioi\:;in,ls of.,'Nazi'aoti.On are'G:i,the~,: ~:~:t:ugees from 
. Gerrna..J:l3' or Austria who, do hot desire' .torett;trn..to"these ..oo\,l1ltri,es, ,.or 
German and Austrian JewB now:·resident3:in.. Gerinanyor llustria who desire to 
emigrate, or Jews who were nationals or' fonner nationals of previously 
cccupied oounJerles ana."vlhb wore Victims, 0f'Na:zi.:concc'ntratibn CaJnps or 
oonoeritrq,:t;iori' camps e's,tah;ii'shed' by regimes, under. Naziinfiuori.ce~,,,. 

B. The sumorj21 .500lo0b aU1~unting tq't,en per 'oent., arising out 
of ·tho t25)90b~GOO,priority 'on' the prOoeeds .of .Gerl1'.an assets in neutral 
c0untries:1 ten per cent', j of·:, 'the 'proceeds. of the· "non;..mOl1.Gtal"y gold:" and 
fi:re per ·cent. of, .tho"'lIheir:tess: funds" shall 'beadminJ.stercd by the Inter
gover:runental 06mrnit~e'e"on'~Ri3fUgee's;or its' succeS'S0r organi'sat:i:0l1 through 
app:r'opriatepublioand:::'private' oJ:!gaiiisations.'for;::the rehabilitation and. 
resettlement of 'the reJ.'ativery l'sma:J.:fnu:nbers· of' non.,..Jewish viotil!lS, of 

'Nazi 	action whp arC in'need of resettlement. Eligiple non-Jewishviot~ns 
of Nazi 'aotionare 'refugees frwm, Gerhlany and l..ustria',Yiho can deinonsmte 
that'·they were, perseclrted, by, the~Na·zis for.:religious; ,poJ,itical;,or racial 
reasons. who do, not ~des:i:re,' to return" ,'or GenTIan ahd<i~ustriq;nl1at.ionalsi 
sitnilarly persec'ut'ed,' who, desire to eflligrate...' , 

o. . The Dir ootor' of' the Intergovernmental Comnri.ttoe on Refugees or 
the Diredtor,'.General 'of the successor orgru1i\sat'j~dn 'shall, under thetIDalldate 
of this .Agreement inake funds av:ai'l:able;,for.progro.mmes submitted 'by the 
approprio.te field orgtlniso.tiol1.s referred to :in 'Parac;raphs 1.. Dnd B above 
ri.ss:oon 'as' he :has·sa.;'ci·sfied himself that the:,prograi:;ll'acs:.i:arG consistent 
'With the .foregOing. Oilly~:in excbptionalcircwnstanc,es.. may tho cost of 
resettlemcnt·progrwnmes.oxceod a irna::xiimUI!l' of :$11,.000: per ,adult-and: ' 
$2i.500 per ·child,uhder;·twelve YfJars ofugo~ " The, a6tion.of"tho .Inter
governmental Oommittee 'dtvRefugees;orits .successor.::'organiisatibh shall be 
guided by the intent of Artiole 8 and bythisi1gre(;)ment which is to pIa-co 
into opera-bon asquiokly as possible praoticable prog;t~D.rilfae-s, of rehabil 
itation,'and resettJ:emertt su1)mitted by .the .a::p.propr,:i:6.t~ ..fiolc1,orgo.nisations. 

, /. 

http:approprio.te
http:Gerl1'.an
http:Naziinfiuori.ce
http:of.,'Nazi'aoti.On
http:field,organisations.as
http:essor'~organiqati'on"�ordistributd.on
http:resettJ.!e'men:t.df
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·~;~~~~~CE~:~;~~.c.~ATIONAI:ARcHlve;h,t,
: . .. --:~ ------.--.- -~~-~:~~~;~·~:~~~.t.· 

', .... 

D.In ~dditiont.o :.th9 :,¢25c;9QO,90P' ·sWn~.tht3· ;Ip,tol;;goy;~rrunental 

Committee on Refugees or· its's.udcessor. organisati.Ql:l..·i~t ~~:p:€l.by a4-:thorisod 

·to take' titl·e.· frOL'lth.e ;capproprin:t·EI.·a.;utl1;o:r:.itij3s,';to. ;~~:}'l:lon-mon~.-ta.w.gold" 


f.ouhclby,tpe ..Allia'sin:!,Gerrno.nyli.l:~p.d,; tq.c.:l;O;ke; ;Sl,tC~ .:S:t;,(311S :El.J~i ,1l19"Y. ,b£",ll~.eded· . ( 

,to il~qy.iddte·,th:es~:D.!sse'ts· a:s;{:p~omptiy,:·.8:s. :po's~.d.:QJ.:C>:i, dlj:~:C9.p.sip,E;l;r1il:tion being 

. . ;.:. ,.h~i:v;efi. t?:s'ep\l.r~e);th~. 'h:~gli.e:a.~.;~p:o~si:151e' ,.i'~ar:¥salJ.~:ei iVo.,1J.l,e~!, ,,,;,413 tt:he ~e:, a,ssets " 
0' a:re:.·liquia(;iJ;:(3d;.:.'the;f'4ncls.;!shal~:.1Je··,diist~ibtite.d:i'i:1:;i~qoop'c1p.qc;:e,'.Viit.h ;R~a..; 

." , graphs:11. arUiB,above\o/,<··· . .' :":~j :. :,. , '{;.",' ;" : ,: . 

E. . Furthormo:!:'e', pursuant to Paro.gr'aph's C and E of .ArlJ.~i~a,,· in 
the· int.ereat:'of .' justice:.t:ho' Fr.ench·Go:Vernment~ ion: . .:behalf· of the, Fiva . 
Gove;r.l1merii;'~.,~oottb1.iii1:l1~g:·~t i~:i'~ :Agie'eln6nt:~ci" triav.:ing.. tep~:~sQ'rlta,~ ;i;.9~~ .i~O, the 

·	nolitr;il,powerB.~;to;'·inakG. a:vailable 0:1,1 ::'as'sets: Jof,vict:i)'i15.0f' ,:ND:zi acti,on who 
die4witho~~':;~~fi:I;r.c:Th,~'G.bvel'ru"en:c·s;,of; hir~Unitsjp, s~~te,~.~9.;;'~l~n,Je~.~ca, . 
the" un±t'Eld~'K¥iig'd6in;:'Czecihbsiliovruaa,'i¢d,yugo'slaVi'~~;'ar,;~ .:~~:~;P~:~0:t~p.g-:them- , 

, selvas ,vlith the' Fr'~moh'.Government 'in 'ma:ldng ;,sudh-:r.'\GP:t?ef!:(?,n:ta::.ti0l1:S.;.~1;9.. the 
n~utral Powers:~' .. ,??he'qoriclusioJ:).·; that, ninetji.-fiv:e:;p,er\9;el:!.~):~91::~l1e. ;'~heir
less . funds"" 'thusniade; <'ivailable' should bealiooated ·for··the'reha:1:lilitation 
a:nCl:rJs~t(fe?6~rit bf.iJ~'ew~l:In'Vict::i:cis, tak~ a, .c6grii'9u.n6e: . of; ·t~e.fact thaj; these 
:Bunde·DX", ;'overwh:elniing;Ly :j,ewish".in .orig.in", and the i;i.va pe·; c~nt 11\8.de 
a:Vaillible :;fBrrion~j6"W:iJsh:':'v:hi::t'inls:is b.asea· ;up'ori a1;;+:Lbe:r!o:l {,p~~sWl):pt~~n of 
"hElil~less, fl,ID51:\>!' 'non;..JeVi~s1).'~ i,n:Qrigin•. : ·.Th~; "hei'r].ess f,)unclpll;j;q ))~ used. 

··foi'" the' "reh:abi'lita:tion{arid 'res'ettillemont of iJavd:sliiVici:tli.nt~;,;,of ,ND.~;4.action 
should b~ ;rktd~a.vaii'~bleto ;ap~~~riate f.i:eld·otgo:n~l)at~J,lo~§:~i,,::· The. "heir
less funds," to .be, used, ·for ,the 'rehabilitati0n~'andrresett1:einent"of·non
'Jewish·'victimsof.:'Nazi.a~tibn· shd~ld.::be~made;:ava:i:iable;:,to ,.t;h'~,:i~ter- .. 
gove~~ri~~;l:'dofumj:ttb,~;.:~on".Ref~gees .or,its's1\toce~~s:p;;,:;,0;t'g'AAi$;~J9g::~~r '~J.s
tribtit±0nt;to·,\appr6priatej;lIiblic;i6.l'ld:·pt:i~te:;i:f.:i;e,~,~org~~Sg.;t;'j,qg,§ 0,;, ..... In 
tna.king 'chesi}-t:joint,raprEfsentataons\, "th:€lf signat,pr::i:os i:!r~el~:r9q~@l?1:; ~1g.: tho 
neutra!l c9Ull~r:i,e~ to.. tal,e/a.l1 n~<;:ossary.:a,9tiol1i.tb:',fa:9ili'j;Q.1:;q/,;,.:j;Jt9. ,i,<1onti
fic~tion,·;.qbI10ctibil::~I;a.n.a\a:iis~;r:i:butibn;,oftli06e'fa~s6t8l.ii!J~chrfMY9.,;a:risen 
out of·. a ;~~il,e ·?ond,itf6n~,':U'l~'inter.na,tiona:L'~ayi~:,an:d(l}1¢:r.~~i:ty.•. :· 

_:'.',.x :',,' .... .' "';", 
': v ',',:', '~:",', '.H' '". ,,~".-:(c\:·'·. /;ti",'i" ,~;~l~::·t .. ~l''.' ~'~'~f.,':, ~:: .~! , 

.' .' If furlher4r~prese:n.t(ltipns.,b;;I?e .1tl9:i9.a:t.eQ.::j;;hc:g.oye.~1~tit§ .. of the. 
UnitedStat,es bf.Ameri.ca;,;.':Frtu,lC9~: .the :U@t9rJ,. :~l'lgd9~: ~.~,*:I.' I?~~,s'te the 
nidtter on' behalf of the 'Signatory Powers. ' , " . 

....., . ;,:~~< '.- .,', ~... __, '-, ~f.~ ••,:., '. ....; ';, )' ',.,_!~J,/:;',:~ ,..,'\.~; J'j; .... :::"~.\ ',~.:-! "r' _ .: .' '.~;>:' '','; j 

··F·..." ;''.''iT,o.;ensursl.·that"a:ll,,,funds.ma:ae a;Vailable::ishDJ;J.,inu~"'e, ,to Aihe 
greatest p6.~si'hle'benefitf;of/t'he ;V±ct:i.msj'~h,~l{ i:#' ;~~';; ~~§:it~4';:'~9r~~.s.f?t 1 

, all fu.nda~' shall.be.:retaill.'ed; i11;~ (tf).E3' cu:r:!:'9l[lPY ;'fr.9Jn~: ,w!:L:i.c)1~th,..~y. ,¥.i,§Ie.: and stk'1.11 
;", he ~:cansf.e~:.red~ther,e:Dr.bm.:onlY 'liJion;;tA-t;i;"j;fr:iS:t;rucit~p~:~ ,()f.~lt,~ t~r.g~sl?-tiol!; 

'tof.:vihi6li ,tl:{.§. ;,Int,erg0verfuhertt"a];.OolUrrd,.t:t~9~··.91J;,R~:fgg:g,f7,a.;p:r. ,,'~:t.s~·,~t;i90~;,~.sor 

. ;i.':Or.gCl;11i sa'c.iop:d,iri.'s'a.iJ:dca~eo:),thefuncls. 'fpr",,~~~n4i~\l+e.;,·., ' >.". / ,,' '" 


" :; ".;':., . ;"'>'~,:~{,;/ ..'- .' . ,.,','.: 	 \, 

..G:.:: ' " I:i]he:n)'irector ,Of','&!ta,;)i:nt$rgCilv.e~~l1~ht'~h·O~~~~:tt~J.:r.;;c.9~;;~(;lf~~os 
· sh(l,l1 , carry;· 9U:\:;; hi sre:sporisib3,l:i t :ies' to;;th~" ·F:g.:y'e:;·~9ye.:r.:!.?IH,(:xit§ ;in :t:(;lS]? oct 

·•. 6:r:,thi~:Agreement ...'inaccord6nce,;wi,(\;h;;,:the'.:tG:rrr.s;)~io:f\'~he;,,~ot~er:()f'IIlil?truotioR' 
"vihJ.:ch' :L's' being transmitt:e!l:. ;tb,:him. oy:;;tl).~:,F;r::encn.<Goyerl1l}1,Gnt,on: Fehalf' of 
the'.Governments.c·pncludi,hg·thi!3,:';A;gr:aefll € lnt.·.·, ".' - . '. 

"'" !,......:., <.' ... :.'.'. ,,,:. ".,,/ / . ..:"::.;,:.:'~t:;.;··,,{,::,·:, "',; , .:', ~ ....:, }'. ;'.. -.. '. " . ", ;':'.' 
1,:,.', . ·INI,W[TNEqSs<Wf.lEl'?EOF(t.he;:,:Uh~i~rs~gn,oarhLweLsigll~c1.:t.hg,\?;(ii',,;,' 

',i.'.;.: " ~""', '::';;.:p:pcis~nt·.i:Agr.e~h10iit:;i',,<.\;~, . ::;.::.: .': ,." . 

.,,;.\ '.",," ;:~~NE,~ah" p~is,':~~~'~ ·;141i1i:;·;9~f~~~;E:;i~a6{ih.. j;h~/;t~g~i~~~:~'.:~~ 
'. Fh<inoh l:un.g~p:ge,~,,;;;·tl:f~::i'twoxe*t~f~be::ifi.g.:e9,ll~il:ly.aU:thenij;i()riil. . ;~~p!&le '" 

origi.irial;)'1~wh:li~:H1~.stili.iL;L~:~1:a:::aep~sJ;tea;:i'n:tha~,.Ar;ctp..V:~;~).:9f·::,:t.h<:.l:;:G;9;~,~x~;;Wt~flt .. 'of~!.. 
~, ,the Fi'enbh ;Repul:lli()~r,cer.tified. cop~esbeingifful;~;i;sh9d;.:PY·.\l:iJ¥Lt)'9-..,0~~"fnm£nt ; 

to the 'signa;tories"o~,!,t,J1,~s. prE}s6nt:,,fI.er.e.~e,nt.<., ';'~'" " .:.,i ...' ,/'::: "':J, 

Eli .GINZ8E~''.. , " ::(,#.#~:~d~,~~i~~b:··~_:~;~;~:.;ti1:~~~~,~;)~~;~~~~~~~;-~;'~~~4~r:,~~:.~~1~(" 
Delegate of"'the.' Uhii:;ed;;S;tat.es . ; '!i D919gQ:;b:~; gf'~ O~S?9l').~:;:;14p~ia.

of jllnGrioa;~ , .':" '. ' '. 
I 
/ 

Goorges BIDAULT, . Milan BARrOS, 

Delegate of France. . :'Dolognte of yugoslavia. 


Douglas M,AOKILLOP, 

Del0gate of the. United Kingdom of 

. G.B. and Northero Ireland. 


http:Uhii:;ed;;S;tat.es
http:stk'1.11
http:tal,e/a.l1
http:j,ewish".in
http:Jof,vict:i)'i15.0f
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Berlin -Ap:d1'30, 1949' 

OMGUS Public Information Office 


. UirltedS."tatesMilitary: Gover:nment'offi~i8.ls· eommentliig on·the' alle
gaticins'made' by the Federatroll'of Bel"glali"D:Lamohd'Excmngesk that"Iiiili"t'ary 
govermnerit had' .refUsed' tcf restittite·eoorm6.us·quantiti·es of 'polished ana'in
dustrial diBinOJidsto Belgiumpotiitea;.Qut' wd,ay "that"tli"e sta:~ement· bY the 
Federation that· the Belgiaif authorities .bad'e"stablished beyoBddotibt its~' 

. right to" practically' the whole" of' tlles~'properties" "is .. a Dttsrepresenta:tion 'of 
the facts~The Belgians failed to establisli'identl.rication wliichij;f re
qUired for the restitutionofmi"ch'properties, ·accatd.Jiig' to ~~'orren 'R.· Me' 
JUnkins, Chief of the Reparations and Restitution Branch,PropertY.DiVision,
OMGUS. : ,. . 

,"In'ail attempt" to ·(ij)ta.irf~ese pr6pert:i.esthe'Be1gfan·)·eprei:feiita~· 
.tive'S .insisted ,'tliB.t military'gov~rnment'pem:rt Belgian: aesigns.tea 'experts' to 
irispect ,. these"properties;'bUt"·thi"s'i'equest'iias~deiiied"for'obVious reasons. 
Milita.ry.. Government engaged· an'f1ld:epemehtgroUp'of experts to "determ.ilie· ..'" 
whether or not the diaDiOndi:f'c6uld'be identiffedaDd ltif"fibdiligsweretliat " 
identification was impossible.; 'Asa result 6f:tliis deteooiiatien; .no further 
consideration eoUId"be given' to·the·Belgian· cl8imfor -tliedianiOrids~'"Had the 
Belgi8iis been able to identify' the:se--d'iamobdsitwUld'have s"till"beenneces
saryfor themt¢' establish tlie'factthat't.hesedia:ilionds'verepliY'sically in 

. Belgium at'the beginnjng of the German.' occupation of that country." .. 

As to 'the' 50 "thouSand 6aratsofpo~islieddi_ndl:J '811eged: bY 'the 
Belgians to bB.ve been" seized1:i,y-the Gerllia1iS,; Milita.ry Government of:f,'ici8.1s 
state that they hii:veilokilow1edge ofthe-vhereabouts' of'theseproperti'es" 
and so far h8.ve not beehprOVided"m:th"anyiliformation' wliichiriiglit lead to' 
theirrecoveri. H 'Mi1i tirY--GOvernment'bB.s Worked outs. pliUifor 'disposal of' 
the iDdustrial'diamonds bysalefor'llse' in the German' eooiiom;r'iil'S:ip.alllots, 
to' prevent flOOdiilg the·ma.rket'·ana··at' 'sucll prices as ·are··established. for . 
current imports. Sale of these properties has already started.. 

http:of:f,'ici8.1s
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, 'APPENDIX I I 

Table I\ 

GERMAN CONSUMPTION, DD?~~,!iliD STO~yF INDUSTRIAL DIAMONDS 

(Thousands of Carats) 

.AllnUal CumUlated 
Diamond "DiBmorid" Add').t:t6ns Additions 

Year Imports Consumption To Stock To Stock 

1930 774~O 351~7 ;t. '422~3 422~3 
1931 266.; 256~6, /-, 9~9 432~2 
1932 ;06.5 199.1 f 316.L;- 71;3.6 

1933 320~4 242~4 -78~O 826~6 
1934 519~O 363~6 ~ 155~4 '982~0 
1935 941.9 429.9 f 521.3 ],503.3 

,...., .. 

1936 1576.7 '93.2~2 01;4~4 2J.11-7~7 
1937 1790~6 1479~3 ~ '3l:l~3 ,2459~O 
1938 366~L" 1729~3 1362~9 1096.1 
~939 1764.2 1999.5 235.3 ,860.8 

NOTES 

Industrial' Diamond ,Imports ,~or~:the, 'years' '1930-1934 are taken, from. the,officiai'~fl 
flource: Sondelilack"":::DefA,ti~s'~~el" D~ts,ch:l:andS 

The'statistics in they-ears fram 1935 throughout"the 'War period" appear to be' 'dis
torted either deliberately'or.. thfOugh'incllisionbf6tlier categories Tor the re
ported figures are ill the li18.gm.tude of tens of 'thousands' 'of kilograms-a. fantaa'" 
:tic total exceeding the tdtaI of all the diallloricls ever'produced- in th~ last" 50 
years. Data from 1935 through 1939'were obtained'by sp1icing'the actii8.l. 1934' figure 
to the index of the sales of iildustrialdiamonds bY"'l'lie I)i.a:iilOnd.-TradlDg Corporation 
of London, the cOmpany which ac:courits for 9S%ofthe sales'ofa.ll diamonds. Since 
the Un! ted; States of AJilericaand Germany were' bY"far the 'largest users of industriSJ. 
diamonds, accounting for over '1/3 of thepu.:rcbase of thesedlam.6ilds, the sales of 
Diamond Trading Corp. must therefore be a good index of the purchases of Germany as 
,reflected in German Imports. ' 

,: Diamond Consumption - The series on Ge:rm.an diamond consUmption was derived on the 
, basis of use of industrial diBDiondsper ton of steel' pl:"od1.lced~ "As has been indi

cated the major uses of industrialdiamorids are in griming;" cutting, boring, and 
dramng (through a die) veryl:ia.rd.steel eqiiipirient~' This figure ie' 23762 carats COIl<

sumed per million tons of,steel prOduced a.iicl 'fabricated., This figure represents 
,less thanl/6 of average American, ruthe constiin:ptiori~I, t' was used from 1930 
through 1935. In 1936 the' sharp inorease in 'Germanniilit8.rY' prOduction ana the con
sequent increase in the proportion of hard alloy steels to total steels led to an 

http:Ge:rm.an
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APPENDIX n(Continued) 

, r 

ixicrea.se' ih th~ use factor, which~s~graaUal1i eltepped 'ttpti) a rate ot67550 cariits 
per inillion tOns'of steel :.....;the'rateis·usea·for1937; 1935'8iJ.d 1939. 'Th!suse'fac

, tor is only '1/2 of the American wtime'averageratt!i. "Ohthe'b8.sis of comparative' 
use, it is belieVed that-tne"collSumption rigures/8re'co:hseria.tive~ThUS 'the t!J~S~S.R. 
and the United Kingdom.'cofub:tned 'reqUirec3:3;OOO;OOOcarats' in 1942, a year in which . 
their war production was far short' of Ger.man~ar production in 1939. 

" ,," H • • ',' ~ _. , _'" ",'~, ': ... '. '" " •• ", •• ,. ",',' ~', " ,'••• , •• - ..., " • 

Stocks,- This figure'is the difference between imports and consumption. 

~ f " 

,I 

,l\ 
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APFENPIX II 

'Table II" 

,GEBM.AN:STEEL PRODUCTION 
, '. 

GermanSte~l,Produotion ' 
(millio~ net -rona)

, - . . 

19.30 14~8 ' 

19.3i 10~8' , 
 .. '-, ' 

19.32 8.0 
19.3.3 10~2" ' 

, 19.34 ,~5• .3, 
'",' 

19.35 17~7 
'1939 , 20.7:, 
19.37 , '21~9 
19.38 ,25~6 
19.39 29.~ 

1940 25~2 

,1941 25~6

,1942 ' ~5~8: 
194.3 , 25~5, , , 
1944 2.3.0 

Souroe: Amlual Statistical Reports, American Iron 

, .SndSt~e1Institute 


. ' ", " 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATlO~-=_~~~~J'~ ~, 
• v:. :"~." ~, 

.. ·~,i . 

, ' 

Table In ' 

ANNUAL SALliS '~, D:r.tt1~ ~~GCORPORATION 


Industrial,Diamonds 


Dollar 

, Value " 


)" (1000) " ]nd~x " 

'. 1934 "22.6. ' 
1935 100~O 

,19.36 167~4 
190~11937 

19.38 .38~9 
1939 i87~.3 

: 200.1 
1941 
1940 

365.1 

Sourcea,AmmaI' CorPorate' Deport, 'DiBln0!ld' ~~ing COrporation, 
8l1d also The Diamond Ind:u!;rS7, ad. by S. H. Ball 
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~(l ,. 
Table IV, 

'Swiss EXports of Precious Stones To' GeI'JllB.IlY* 

·Average Value 
Year 'KilOEam " Value, Per Kilagrams 

.. , (in'rrancs) (:rn: f'rat;lcs l 

1939 136 113.S88 835 

1940 12 . 48,260 ' 411922 

1941 2 .6,766 ' 3,,383 

1942 23 62,,810 2,,731

1943 ' 19 65,,264 3,,435' 
1944 ;'23 ,102,553 4,459
1945 1 2,,260 2,,260 

* The· category of preciouS' sJ,Qnesis defined as "Precious stones of all 
kiri.ds not· sorted,. garnets and i'ubies in :rough-';; for, watch making-." In 19li..3, 
a sub:..eategory of "industrial" diamOnds ft . is added. Howe1rer, no exports' to 
Gel'Tll.aijy are listed. , . .. 

Source: Statistique Annuelle du Commerce .Exterieur de laSuisse 

, _......"'-..._- -.. ..~ ~ 
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Abschritt. von Abschritt 

Br:\18eel, den 7 .Mai 1942 

-. 

e 


,,,,",, 
I ' 
\ 

Dar M11itarbefehlshaber 

Belgi~n und Nurdtrankreioh 

~i11tarverwaltu~eohet 

Gruppe: 'Ni I/2 

. ! , 

An,den 
I 	 " . . 

Leiter des Deviaenschutzkommandos Belgien 

ru.e de la'Loi 31 ' 

B r U s 8 e 1 

Betr. Verwertung von in Stratvertahrel zugunat.. "l der'l4ilitlr 

'verwal tWlff richtekrattig e1nge.hlgenen Di~- 'lantena . 
dortigea Schreihen yom 29.4.42 - Az. 0 

, 

1729 - A ). 

'Ea wird gebeten, die VerwerturJg .darDiamanten, 41t 

,durch die Kriegsgerichte. allfgrund d~r Devi.enveror4nunc "d~1' :i~ 

,1:i14fgrWld der B,eschlabnah.meVerordn~ reohtakrattig eill8.zOfl-~~1 

sindt~ie rol;t vorzunehmen:' . . '~ 

1. 	Alle Rohdiamanten 8ind H8rrn U.r ban e ,c k dolA ' 
. 1,' 	 • " 

Beauft'ragtem der Reichestelle tUr techniaohe Brzfull- ~ 

niese / Berlin zu.m Kau.t anzllbieten u.nd - 80welt Rj", 

zur Verwendung ala Indllstriediaoanten geelgnet 8_ •• 
.... 	 . 

an 	die ,Reichsstellezu 'verkallf' Be.... Rohdiamanten,wel
. . 

che die Rei..::hsl;itelle nir.:ilt: ankaufen sollte, sino. .lin 
, 	 ' . 

. 	 . " 

dae DiaI!:an tb:.iro AI. twerFen zu. V· '!<allfen. 

c. 	 Geschliftene, Diamunten eind nac',h Abschat:zu.ng du.rch2 

SachveratEil.dige an de Diama .. 1'0 Antwerpen (n1 cht t 
, . 

" Diamarit~ol' t.ro: :iet-=:;',l~ :'~u ve ': en, das sich zu.m 
Ankauf be rl:: _.. 'r~Hirt il;-l t. 

Der Ver:·.au,r 6011 in 'oe ':',jell. l.: '..':.;n un tar Zugrwld ale

gun.g der :f're:: se vO::l'lr .":1::.1 1940 '.-:~·fol~:ef". weil die an die' 

Reichsstelle. ubgeg~ JE;:,".;{. Diamant.en W":l..:. tt:ltJer d:r' deutacheD' 

Rietungswi rtscbaft zUe,:t-!fUhrtwerden UJi . (~~e ~n daB Diamantbi1re 

,verkauften D:..amanten zum Eintausch gegen '.laue rtohware Ver-' A 

wendung finden uHd dadurch,mitteibar ebenfalle Br Zweck. 4.1'~ 
deutschen R1<S tu.ng9w~rtscha. 1., '!\:. ~1yes'etzt werder. Bollen. ..:; 

, ' , 	 ~ ~ 
~ ,",,~ ......."""'-"''''''''--- •• _---.... - .....-- - ....~------- ......--~-----~-~--------.- ..~-+<. - -------:-~ 
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. Tllis COP," lila)' ncilher be Iransrerred 10 a third parly nor copied or published withollt wrillen
l, pcrrlli~$ion from Ihe "Central Archives for Ihe Hislory of Ihe Jewish People". Jerusalem File No.: _ )' 

I 
,tCt!Ciii41ibSw~.fe"it.:¥;·"*5;·S2 -----~-Mi ... __________________________.__.___ . •. 

JI'ORM APe-U' 	 lOl"lD,approved 
September 1947 	 Budget Bureau 10. 43-R267 

: DO 	 lOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE: 

:Clalm 10. 
:V. 	O. No. 
:J.ccount 10. 

UNITED STATIlB OF AMBlRICA. 

DEPARTMENT or JUSTICE 

onI em or ALIEK PROPERTY 

lorICE or OuIM JoR ImTUBlOJ PBOPER'lY 

IOTE • ...-.6.11 us.er.' to' queetioll.Bon thiaform' (~~eept umeaaad aMreosea) iDnDt:~e~b 

Inglish. Amounts of.neY DIUst beatated in dollars. Cople. of 4Oedeatallll18t be acc.",;·' 


. panted bl lIlnglhh translatiOIll •. Thill notice iarepeahd below '18 rraDch ud lllOerllia:D•. 

, , 	 .' " . 

AVIS: 'route. lea repo:a.e8e au: qUe8tlo~8cl:':4e8Bou8 d61vallt etre taltes eDaDglo.1a,'aauf . 
en ce qui concerae lea nOMs'et adresseo. Le mODtant dee RommeD dol\ e\re lD41que en dollara 
(Itata-11nh). U'tle traduction en 8llgla18 dolt etra Joinh a chAque decument.,' 

ZUR DNNTNISNABMlr Alle htwGr\en auf dlerragellaurdie&'lem J'ormull.\r(mH Auasiahme' von. 
Namen Wld AdresseD) mUuen ,In englUcher Sprach~ gece'ben "e,rde.. 'Oelddrage lIJ11aeea 1a 
Dellars (AmerlkBa18che W&hrung) angefUhr' "arde.. lalla Abschritiea ve. Schrlrteiuckell 
uaterbreltet werden. mUssea Ubf)raehungen 1ft engl1acher Sprache belgaf'ugt warden. , 

Pleaae read the accoDlpan,bg eXpla.natlOD' ud lnstruci16". berer. tliilag oui 
. the fOl"lD 

(b) Addreg. __~__________·~·"~,,,______________________~__________________ 

(c) 	Bas clldlllUl.~ fUed an.r ,other to I'm claimbg 'he BNte property' Yea 

If' ,.88" give date a.which olalm ".8 flled. Nld claim aumber (it kIlen) .....___........__ 
".,' 

" :.: 

2. 	(a) Ol.all1aA\'Ii.gti1llt,(it u,y) :'.:::,' 

(b) 	Aged', .,ddreDo __________________...;..........._________.....;_...;.-.___........___ 


(0) 	Ie ageat. aut.horlnd to recelve/pqmea\ af Dlonel or 4ellvel'J ot 9ropert;y. it retUned' 
Ya. 10 _' It ;Y88. u erigiaal power ~t atiornel lItla' be atv.chod.. 

3. 	 re.. ,~or prolecutlllg thh clailll ___"""-_____.:.-____-:......;.......;..____....;.....;..____ 


4. 	 Value of proper', olaimed _______________.....___________ 

6. 	 Paymeaflaror ,materlal or services lIupplied. er patel'li8 liceaDed. 110 II' ror .the Unl tod 
Statel Ooveram.a' ' 

. 	 .
'. . , 

6.' Veatl., order b,.whloh the, AlloD Propertl Ouitodlam or At'ornel Oa.8ral acqulred tho 
'proper.tr (it' aOft) NI, 0' 

7. 	 Identlf1cat1o~. of property clallllllld ________________________ 

--..;. ..... 

http:proper.tr


---------------------------------------------------

----------------------------

I . 	This ~opy llIay neither be lransferred lo a lhird p:lrty nor e~picd or published withont IHillen 

. l 1=:~::,~:,:~:.~.:::'.~~=I.,~.r:l,li v:: rO..r.tI_1C.'..li..,stQ0§lr}op;O..,f.II.1C...J.C...IV_iS.h.P.C.O'_11"",C'_'._Jc...n...'s....n."IC...n_l__1"_'i_le_N_O__;;;;;="'_I!I_II!i_;"!_;';;~;:_ ' 
ZSQ;;tJP , 4 -4iii'P' __ .~ 6 ........t_ . .1 

8. 	Are claimant 18 rights in the p'roperty subject to a03' condition or encumbran.ceT 
Yes No (If yes, explain in a supplemen\) 

9. 	ChAracterization of Olalmant.--Answer this itelll by filling out schedule 9A or 9.B. If 
th~ claim 19 filed by an individual. fill out Bchedule 9A. describ',hg him. If the 
claim i£l filed by a group of individuals (such QB co:"ownei"s or partners), flll out a 
separate 8chedule 9A, for each member of the group, If the claiinant .. la " corporation 
or association. fill out schedule 9B. 

10. 	Owner of property on vesting date.- 
(a) 	G1ve the vesting date 

(This me Rna the da t-e---"'wh:-e--n-t:"":h-e--:A~1:-:i-e-n-=P~r-op-e-r::-\Y~0u:--9-:t~o-:d,::'i-a-n-o-r·~th:-e""·-A,:-t:-'=-o-r-n-e-y-'-::G=-e--n-o--r-..":"l
took over the 	property which you are now olaiming. If you do not know tho' 
date, uoe the 	approximate date on which your propert, ~AG taken,followed by 
the 	word II approxi mately." I f you do not know evon the approilmat.e date, write 
"December 7. 1941." tmd uee thlo aD th0 vesting dMe In aDl!lwClriag queatlonB' in 
this 1tem and 	in 1tem 11.) 

(b) Oh~ck the 	one of the following Atatemente which applien to your clAim! . 

The 	 claimant wa9 the owner of the property on the vea'ing dat0.-----(1) 

-----(2) 	The claimant i8 the legal representative or succossor of an individual 
who owned the property on the vesting 4Qte. 

________(3) 	The claimant is the losal reprea8El.tatlv0 or aucc.aeor of n corpora'ioD 
which owned the property on the vesting dAta. 

(If ;you checked number (1) above. do no' uee rJchedulu lOA or lO!. but go directly 
to i telll 11. If you checked number (2) above, fUl out 80hfildule lOA. It you checked 
number (3) above, fill out ochedule lOB.) 

11. 	Chain ot title to property.--D8ncribe below the la8t transfer of title to the property. 
(Omit ~ transfer alreadT described in Schedule lOA or lOB.) 
(a) 	 Dat& ___________________________________________________________________ 

(b) 	By whom tranuferred ______________________________________________________ 

(0) 	To whom transferred 

(d) 	Nature and terma of transfer 
----------------------~------------~----------

(e) 	Consideration actually paid ____________: to be paid ___~----

(f) 	If officially recorded or regiotered, g1ve citation 

If there have been any other transfers of the property sinee March 1. 1938, give 
tho Game information about these other transfen, udng a Bupplement. 

Attach .. copy of each document of title, and of A03' contract purS\W.Ilt to which 
a t::'8nsfer was mm.de, to elil\ch copy of your form. Photographic copies AXe pref()rre;.·,. 
If documenta are 1n a foreign language, English tra.nollD.ti ons l1IIUS' aloo bl! attached" 

12. 	Other relevant informatlon.--If there are any otber facta ~hlch you deem relev8Il\, 
write 'hem on a mepara\e aheet of paper under the heading "Supplement to item 12.' 
You may also attach coples of nnydocumenta not prev10usly roferred to. nnd mark them 
in the lIamo w8:3'. 

13. 	Affidavit.--ThG undersigned makes the following declaration under the penaltlea of 
perjury and falae sweAring I 

,33'1879 
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I This ~oJ1Y Illay neil her he lransrerred to a tilil'd party nor eopic(1 or published without written 

pcrnllssion rrom the "Ccntral Archives for the History orthe Jewish People", Jerusalcm File No.:_________ " 


~ ','..-.----'~,,--§-------------~) 
, 
(a) 	Check the one of the following statements which applies, and strike out the 

otherSI 

_________(1) 	 I am the cl~imant named in Item 1. 

(2) I am the clRtmant IS agent. f.l.utho.rhed by the attached power 

----- of attorney. 


______(3) 	 I am an officer of theclaima.ntco~~rQtion, holding the posi
tion of,:Y:~: ....... "'. 


(b) 	The facts set forth In the foregoingfol11i!.erii:lln all attached supplement. and 
schedules are true,' ~d all attached docUments are trUe copies of the originals, 

to the best of m:j knowledge ~d,bel1ef;' '..' ' .. 


(c) 	I ha.veno ~owledg.cii a.nY f~t ca.lled.f~{bYthe foregoing forlll. schedules. 
and instruc~ions whl.ch i8notfu1.1Yi.~~t forth •. 

(d) 	:1'0 the\estof DQrknowledge andbe.l1:et, thepropert7cldmed··w.a not ai an,.' 
.Ums afhr September 1; 1939, he1d.~rusedpUrBuan.t to any arrangement to con';' 

calil any. interest o~. an enemy of ~h~Uni ted States. .' 


. 1 •• ·Notarha.t1on.-The foregoIng deciaration wa. 
eubioribed and Iworn to (or affirmed) before 
me thi.• 

_;...;...;.___4a:t Of __--,____.... 

(OIUolal tltl~' 
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fOnD APC-lL-·Sehedule 9A 

SCHEDUIB 9.6. 

(Supplementing Fo.~ APC-~; Item 9) 
" 

CHARACTERIZATION Of INDIVIDUAL CLAIMANT 

(a) 	!Jame 

(b) Date ot birth 

(0) Plaoe ot birth 
+ 

{Day) 

(City) 

(Month) 

{State, Pro'rinee. etc .. ) 

(Year) 

(Country) 

(d) 	If olaimant baa been outside the United Statel (inolud~ng its Territories and 
poseeseiona) at any time ainee Deoember 7. 1941. give the name of eaoh oountry in 
whioh he WIlS present, and the prinoipal addre8ll at whioh he stayed in that oountry, 
as tollows. ' 

<:ountry trem to 
(Day) (l!onth) (Year) • (Day) (Uonth) {Yoar} 

Addren 

Country from 110 
(Day) (Uonth) (Year) tDay) {Uonth) (Year) 

Addreu 

(It 	olaimant hal hoen present in enemy or enemy ocoupied territory 8inoo Decembor T. 
1941, explain tully the reasons tor ouoh presenoe). , 

(It 	more apace i. needed, use a supplement) 

(.) 	Baa the olaimant transaoted any buain888 sinoe Deoember T. 1941. peraou&lly or by , 
agont, 1n Germany, Japan, Hungary, RUlllAnia, or Bulgaria' Yes _ 10 

(It 	yes, expl~in tully in .. supplement) 

It a 01t11en cf Italy, aet torth in the supplement whether any such transactions oc
curred after September 8, 1943. and deocribe them tully. 

It the olaimAnt has ever been a e1ti£en of Ge~ny, Japan, Hungary, Rumania, or 
Bulgaria, anS'llUlr a180 the following question (other persons do not anBwer). 

Bas 	 the blaimant transaoted any business since Deoember 7, 1941, personally or by 
agent. in territory oocupied by any of these nation.' Yea ' Ho 

(It 	yes, explain tully in a supplelll8nt) 

I 
'I 

,i 
(t) Cl~baant'8 present oitizenship (Hame of oountry) 

--{";'It-:-e....l~e."":'1ma--n":"t~h&:--8~n...o--·o-i'1"!"'t..,...i-£e-n-B"":'h...,i-P-.-
write lI atateluli') 

I 

• I 
. Explain below haw yOur citIzenship willi aoquired ::.. by birth. _rriage. DAtural1&iltion, 
eto.,. ..nd give the date.. tiatural1led oithens should give the number of their 
naturalhation papal'S. Statdua persona should oite the offioial aot by whieh they 
were deprived of eitlzenship, and supply &. copy it pf.llll8ible. 

It tho date given above 18 after Decel'llbar 7, 1941. explain ,below how your prior 
cltilenshlp status was aoquired, 

337g81' ~. 
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(g) 	Do you olaim to be affected by the provlsiono relating to ene~y oppressionT 
(See subdivisions (C) and (D) of seotion 32(&)(2) of the Trading with the 
Enemy Aot.) Ye. No 

(It yes. explain fully in a .uppl~ont and ,tat. preoisely when, 
where, and how you were deprived of liberty. property or rights 
of oitizenship. Give the oitation of the laws. deoree" or regu
lations involved and .upply oopie. of any relevant official doou
ment in which your name appears, or explain why you cannot obtain 
them. ) 

• 
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Form AfC-lA--Schedule 9B 
September 194'7 

SCHEDULE 9B 

(Supplemerl'tlngForm APe-lA, Itam 9) 

ClWlACTERI~TION OF' CORPORATE CLAIlAANT 

In tha questions on this Schedule, the word "corporutionll is used for brflvtty to include 
overy ty'pe or corporation, association! company, society, etc., but does not include part(H~r
fillips. 

(a) 	Name of corpt)ration __________-:-_____ 

(b) 	State or cotmLr:y under whose laws corporation was organized _________.__ 

NOTE.-If tho corporl:l1;ionlIIas organized under the laws 01' the United Stat.es, or of any State, 
Terl'itory, ,;r poas<lBeion thereof, do not fill out the rest of this schedultl. 

(c) 	Type of orga111lG8. tion ~----:::------:--~::----:'"--~-----:-7-::---"::" 
(Oiv;, the corrac" legal naIne. such as "buelin66S cOl'poration" or "volunta:cy Iisl.lociatiOl1." 
The nama may be givon in a foreie:n language, if followad by an approximatE! Englhlh . 
tr&nala tionj tor example, ftSociet6 anonyme-corporation. n) 

(d) 	Address of principal office outsid$ the United StateB (if any) 

----'"-----------------.,..----------------------._
(e) 	AddrtlliiEl or principal orUce in the United States (if .any) ________._____.___ 

--------.--------------------------------------
(f) 	Type of buainefls __-::---:---__::--__--:.-_ _::_ 

(Deecriba in general term8j for examp18# Itchemical manufacturing," 0.1' IItl·un6a.1;).ant:l.c~
al:d.pping. lI ) . 

(g) 	Control. 
(1) 	Hlis a majority of any class of Ilh:,u-es in the corpol'ation been oMled at any time (llm:!! 

Utlrcb I. 1958, by enemiea of the United States? Yes _ No ___ 
(~) Are thore alV' other circuml!ltanc~B from Which it might appear that theJ corporation 

htu! Leencontrolled at anytime since March I, 1956J by enemies of the United states? 
leB __ No _. If your anISWEir is yes, state the circumstances fully ill a 
supplement. 
(In &nnering this queetion, cops1der & corporation to be "controlled" by any persons 

111110 posse.ul, directly or indirectly, the power to direct or cause the direction of 
the management or ..policies, whether through the ownel'ship of voting Bt'Icurities, by 
contl'Bct, or otherwise. "Enemies," in this context, means the govel'nnll!lllts, citlzene, 
residents, corp"rations, and a.:;uociatlons of Germany, Japan, Hungary, Rumania, or 
Bulgaria.) . 

(h) 	Officers and directors of corporation.-Liet below ~very person VdlO i:i now an ofn.eel' 

01' director of the corporation, or who has been an officer or director a t any t:iJRtt 


since tdal'ch 1, 19lJ8, 


Name t 

• • , 
A.ddres6 Citbenship 

, 
a 
a 

, 
a 

----------- 
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• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

File No,:______, ), 
! 

(i) Principal abaraholdere.';"'If the corporation does not. i8truO shares of stock, do not till 
out the table below. Instead, ,explain on a supplement b1 Vlbat means the corporation 18 
owned and controlled. ' ' , ' 

If the corporation doesi8sue' shares of stook, fill out the columns below &8 follOWll, 
.'. . . 

Column l.--Inter the name of eacb person who bolds more than 10 percent of the sh8re8,ot" 
stock of ally class. AlBI) list any other parson who l.V!fJ heM that number ot share. 
at any time aince Mar'cb 1, 1958. 

Column 2.--lnter the .hateholder's last known addreao. 

Column 25.- If the shareholder is an indiVidual, name the cour.t.ry at which he is & 


oithl!ln. If a corporation, name the Calmtry under whose lAws tha corporation 

wall organized. 


Coluam 4 • ....;If the corporat1on issUes only or,'3 kind ot shares, you maX leairo this oolumn , 
blank. It it 181U08 more than one class, give the class ot shares hold b,y' the periOD 
Mined, and explain in a supplement, ",bQt are th0 different rirhte ot \bill varlou8 ala.80s. 

, Column 5.--Give the largest number of shares wbioh the holder owned nt any ,ono time. 

Column 6.~ive the percent of the class of shares which the holder owned, when hie 

boldiuge were largest. 


Column 7.--lf the person named baa ceased to be a shareholder, give the lAst date on 
which be was a shareholder. 

-I• 	 • -- ';':-:=:-:t: . : :' 8 
I 	 I IClatoa ILarg8stlrercent-1 

Name I MdreS8 .01tbenBh'.pe at li'lumber I age ot I lAst 
t t IShnl'e81 Held I Cltuie I Date 

(I} I (2) I (5) • (4) I (~l I ill~'.,.;. (7) 
I 

I 
i 
I 

, 

I 

•
I 

l 

•
• 

I 

I 

. '. 

•
i 

,. 
I 

I 

I 	 !;lj 

'.,. I • • • 
I 

I 
I 	

•• ; •
I 	

••
i.' t I 

, , I 

•I I 
• 

. I 

i i I• 	 i •I 1 
I 

~ 	 • •
i 	 I • 
I 	 I 

I • • 
I ·· I 

I I 

• 	
I I 

,
i 

I 	 • •

I 
I 	 i I I 

\ 

• 	
.r 

I 
J I ' I 

•I • a 

•
I 

i 
I 
j 

I 
1· 	 . *I 

" I 

I I I I 


" I I I I' 	 f" 
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This copy lIlay IIdther l)l~ transrerred 10 a third P:llty nor copied or published withQut wrillen 	 I 
I 

pCllnission from the "Central Archives for the Ilistory or the Jewish People", Jcrus,1lcm File 
...... '. 	 422ZiiJZt. t -....~III!.l,.~.:<'I1i!!"m:l!il:ttfli---) 

SCHEmJLE lOA 

, (Supplementing Form APC-lA, Item 10) 

CHARACTERIZATION OF INDIVIDUAL F0Rl48R <JNNI~R 

Do not ulle thls IIchedule unless you ohecked statement number (2) under ltem 10, part (b), 
on Form APe-lA. If you dld, use this 80hedule to de80ribe the individual who owned the 
property on the vesting date (called the "former owner"). 

(a) 	Jlame 

(b) 	Date of birth 
(Day) (Month) (Year) 

(0) 	Place of birth 
(City) (State, Province, eto.) (Country) 

(d) 	If former owner was outside the United States (including its Territorie8 and possessioos) 
at any tlme alnoe Deoember 7, 1941. give the name of eaoh oountry in whioh he vas present, 
and the prinoipal address at whioh he stayed in that oountry, a8 follows. 

Country fran to 
(Day) (Month) (Year) (Day) (Honth) (Year) 

Ad,dre118 

Country 	 from to 
(Day) (Month) (Year) (Day) (Month) (Year) 

Addre88 

(If 	formerowoer has been present in enemy or enemr oooupied territory sinoe Deoember 7, 
1941, explain fully the reasons for .uoh presenoe.) , 

(It 	more spaoe is ll~eded,uae a supplement) 

(e) 	Did former owner transaot"any bua1neas a.fter Deoember 7. 1941, persona1l:y or by agent, 
ln Germany, Japan, Hungary, Rumania, or Bulgaria? Yes No 

(It yes. explain tully in a 8upplement) 

.1£ former owner i. a .oitlaen of Italy, eet forth in the .upplement whether any luoh 
tranaaotion. ocourred Qft~r September 8, 1943, and desoribe them fully. 

It the former owner was ever .. citizen of Germany, Japan. Hungary. Rumania, or Bulgaria, 
anner also the following question (other pe...ona do not anawer). 

Did 	 the tormer owner transaot any busines. atter Deoember 7, 1941, per.onally or b.r 
agent. in territory ocoupied b,y any of theao nations? lei No 

(It yee, explain fully in a lupplament) 
",' ' 

(f) 	Citilenahip (name of oountry) . 

.. tIt owner had no o1thenship, '!fl'ite "etateleu") 


'Explain below hOlil1 former owner'. cithenship wa. aoquired--by birth, _rri~g., natura.l1l"
tiori, eto., and give the date ot aoquisition. If former ORner was a naturaliled oltisen, 
tive the number at hi. natura.liaation papers. It. he was statelesl, oite the offioial aot 
bY whioh be ri. deprived of oithenahip and supply a oopy of it, it possible. 

If. the date given above 111 after De'oember 7, 1941, explain below haw ronner owner' a 
preoeding ,cithenship status was aoquired ___________._~---------

. 	 , 

CILAnJM[AN1rS)~ «:(Q)IPJ)y 



· This copy llla.l: neither be transrerred 10 a third party nor copied or published with{)UI wriUen 	 I 

LI permission rmmlhe "Central Archives ror the History orthe Jewish People", Jerusalem ~F~il=e~N~O~.:.;;;;;;;;;::==-_-,) 
~!ijii$;;;Hhee:'1t""f ~,~ ..-,-~---.. 2!2QROX 4116£i**.) • 

(g) 	What happened to former owner (death. insanity, ete.)! Give date. 

(h) 	By what right does cla1l1J1\lnt represent or 8uGGE/ad to the former aml9rY------ 

(State in ,"hat capaoity the claimant cll.\il'll8; for example, a8 executor, guardian or 
devisee. If he has been designated by order of court. give the name of the courte 
and 	dnte of order. If d9signated in same other way, explain how.) 

(1) 	Attaoh II. oopy of the order of cO'llrt. or other dooument On whir.h cla1m.ant's title 18 
bl\sod. to oaoh copy of the lIIohedule. The oopy attachod to tho ·orig1nal" of the 
sohedule should be certified by the GOurt or other oanpetont offioial. 

(j) 	Do you olaba the former owner to be affected by the provisions relating to enemy 
oppr9ssion? (Seo subdivisions (C) and (D) of seotion 32(.)(2) of the Trading with 
the En8my Aot.) Yes Ho 

(If yes, explain fully in a supplement and stato preei~ely when. where. and 
how the fo~r owner was deprived ot 11f•• liberty. property or rights ot 
citizenship. Give the oitation of the laWI. deorees. or regulations involv
ed. Supply oopies of any relevant offioial document in which the name of 
the former cmner CLppetlrs, or explain why you cannot obtain them.) 

I 
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Form APC-lA--Schedule lOB 
September 1947 

SCFmDuiE 'lOB 

(Supplementing Form APe-lA. Item 10) 

CHARACTERI UTIOH O:r::CORPOBATE :roR.W\R OWNER 

Do not use this schedule unless you checked statement number (3) under item 10. part (b) 
on Form APe-LA. If you did. use this schedule to describe the corporation which owned the 
property on theyesting ~tl?,. ,In. t~~ .q~·~sti9l\~ ...9.D t,l::l~,s schedule.• ' the ,word "corporation" 11 
used for brevity to include every type of oorporation. association, company, 80ciety. etc •• 
but doen not lnolude partnershlp., 

, . "',
(e.) 	 Hame of corporation _____....;.....-...;,-"""____....;.__________________ 

(b) State or countJ7 \Ul4e~ which organized' .' .". 

NOTE.--If the corporation was organlzed und-e-r~th~e~l~a·w-s--o~f-t~,h~e~Un~l+t-e~d~S~t~a~t~e-s-,~o-r-o-f~a~ny~-----

State, Territory or possession thereof. do not answer lines (c) to (i), but go 
directly to line (J). , ',", 

(c) 	~e~~~dz~i~_~~_--~'~,~'~,~~-~~....;.~~~~~~_~~-~~~~
(Give the oorrect legal name, such as "business Oorporation" or nvoluntary assoolation." 
The name ~ be given in a'foreignlanguage, if followed by an approximate English 
translation; for example, "Societe anonyme--corporatlon.") 

(d) 	Address of principal office outslde the ~1tGd ~tli.h8 (if ~r) 

(a) Address of principal oftloe 1.n the' Un! ted Sta~ee U.f an).) ___~________ 

(f) 	TyPe of businG.s 
(Dee ori be in g-e-ne-r-a""l,......,t-e-r-m-s-I-r'!:"o-r-.-e-x-am-p'="le--."":,:"",c":"h-e-m"'l-ca-l:--man--u~f:-a-o":"'tur-l:""n-g-,-:'1I:--0-r"""'I1""'tr-a-n-8-a""'!'t~l-an--:-t1:-o-
.hipplng,-) 

(g) 	Control. 
(1) 	Has a maJority of any class of shares In the corporation been owned at any time • 

ainoe Maroh 1, 193e, by enemial of tha Unlted States' Yes No 
(a) 	Are there GaT other 01roumatanoe8 from whloh it might appear-that the-oirporatlon 

haa been oontrolled at any time alnoa March 1, 193B,by enemies of the Uni',4 
State.' Te. No ____ ' If your answer i8 ye., eta', the oircumstanoe. tully
in a auppleme'iii':- . ' 
.(rn ,ano!,arlJlC thlD quntion,' conaider a corpora.ticn to be "controlled" by any 
perlloD who possu., d1r,b\'l;:,or lD41k-ectly, the power to direo' or caule ,he 
dlreotlon of the managemen\ ol'pollolea t whether through the ownerohlp of Toting 
uecurltlu, by oontraot, or otherwhe. "lilDem1es. n ln thh cooted, meens the 
governmsnta, cltizens, reeidente. oorporatlons, and assoclationa of Germany.
Japu, Hungary, Rumania ~ or Bulgarla.) . 

(h) 	Ofnoera and direotora of oorporatioD;--Liet' bel~every persOn who baa been an 
ottloer 01' dlrector at aJ2I' time alnoe March 'i. 19381 ' 

, 

I I 	 :Oftlce Held (wlth dates 
I AddreoG, I 01 ti unohip t from 	and to which)
I I 

I 	 • 
• 
t 

I c. 

f 
i 
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~ 	 . 
, 

(1) 	PriDcip"I ehareholdera.--If the corporation did not issue shares of etock, do not 
fi~l out the table below. IDatead, explain on a. supplement by what meane the 
corporation waD owned aDd controlled. 

It the corporation did iacu0 shares of stock, fill out the columas below a.1 

f 0110" rill 


ColUmD l.--Eater the aame o~ each perso~ who held more thoa 10 percent of the 

nhanll of .tock ot eIl1' rilau at 'eJl7 tiM aince March l~ 1938. 
 , 

\ 
r,ColWIIB 2.--lmhr the abnroholder'e laBt known addreaB. 

Columa 3.-If the ohar.holdor WAS an individual, aame tbe cowat17 ot which he 1$111 


a citi&o.. It III corporatioa, ~e the couat17 under whoae laws the corpora

tIon wao orcaalRe4. 


Columa ••--It \he oorporation loaued onlY oaG kiD4 or aharca, you ~ leavo this 

ooluma blank. If 1~ iOGued more tbaa one olaoo. gIve the cl••• • t ahare. held 

bTtbo person ao.med. ud expla1a 1a a euppletlOat what are the difforent rlshte 

.fthe Tuiou ol&e800. 


. . 

OOlUDD 6.--01To the largae\ aumber of aharea whIch tho holder ...ed at'~ one tIme. 

Oolumn 6.--GIT' tbe percentage' of the olaea ot ahare. whloh tho holder oVDed, whea 

hIe hol41ago vere lar~eB\. 


Column 7.--It ~o pereon maeod oeame4 to be Q ~bAr.ho14or betore tho corporation we. 
410001T04 or ll~uidAted, gIve the last dato oa whIch he vas a 8hAreholdor • 

10 , 	 • i •'bla~...,' t.rge~t i Pe;oent5 
IRue Addre811 01 'he.llhip . ,.• . ot I lumber • age of t taCIt 

I. 	 I Share. I Held • 01a811 I Date 
t' I 	 I I(1) (2) 	 ~3) (4) (5) (6) q72,I 	 i I• 

1 

• 
I 

• • 
I•

I 	
• 

. I 
I 

• 	
I 

I 
S 

I I. 
I I 

, I S 	 I ·'I 	 I , 
I I I t 


i 


I 
• 
t I 

•
t 


I . t 

t 
I I 
t I 

I t 

• 
(J) What happeaad to the oorporo.Uolll (4hsolution, liquidation, etc.) Give date ___ 

(k) 	By what rlgh\ does clalmaat represe.' or sucoeed to the corporatloA! 

(State in what capacIt,r theolaiMant cla1ma; for example, ae receiver or trustee. 
If claImant wae appointe~bl order of court. gIve the name of the court and date 
of the order. If apPointed i. 80me other ~ay, explain how.) 

(1) 	Attach a COPT of the ordorot court, or other document on ~hich claimant's title i. 
. . 

baaed. te each copy of the schedule. The copy attached to the -original- of tho 
ecbQ....t. Dhould be cArUfied by tlWcourt or other competent official. 



~'(Offic~ Memorandum ·.U~;TED STATES GOVERNMENT 
0.8 Claims 265.3 


TO '.' " th' '\-I ..... h 'J"h . f DATE:
i'X. C"r ur ... ,::;c or, l.e. September 4, lQ56 
Claims Section, Oi\P 

ROM 	 Harold Lee, Legal O.!'ficer 

.i\rlerican Consulate General, :t'iunich, :ierrnany 


SUBJECT: 	 .TrlSO Claims' 

(Berlin cases) 


tran~~tted herewith is a report of even date, prepared by 
11...r • Victor B. aarrett of our Her1in Of ::ice, descr-ibing the results 
of his ::i.nvestif,ction in the above-mentioned matter. 

Inasm""ch as it appears that we have furnished all the "information 

available, we are closing our files on 22 ,JR::;O claims cases. 


j,nclosure 

" 

'".",,:\::: . 

V~r-;h~-~--.~ .~} 

Th -!-rl/ t/'.- Y' ~ 

{'ON} e- of Th-" 
\ 0 V i ~ i f) p-I I' j' 
ilfrbb-t \-j ~yPFF. ~ 
off. Jthe Ih)) 

:htA r tr;rY) t 0-ifh 

~. e,y 11' (.0 ry. 1 
l-L-~ 

....~~':/ 

IG13l - Accession 65-A-1063- Box 1 - Wa11let Envelope 034-220 ..:. Berlin Cases 
inveti~ative Reports from Muncih Off ice. 1956-1957 - Section I 
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Office Memorandum .. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO I 	 Hr. Harold Lee, I,e,~al Officer DATE: September 4, 1956 
American Consulate General,' l-funich 

fROM 	 Victor B. Barrett, Legal Officer ~. 

SUBJECT:, 	 JRSO Clailns 
(Berlin Cases) 

Reference ~s made to Claims 1939 'of April 4, i956, and to)the interim 
reports suWdtted in this matter. The present report will, deal with • 
cases listed in Schedules A, D and F, with Berlin addresses,to the 
extent that investigation regarding these cases was completed. Trans
1ations'of the documents submitted are supplied only with'regard to 
some of the enclosures in vie\'1 of the voluminous material ani the smalJ. 
translating staff we ,have. ' The ,essential contents of the respective 
documents are, however, sUmmarized in the presentreport~ Certificates 
were not considered necessary with regard to these documents and are 
therefore not attachei. 

It "las noted that in many cases only the name or an initial and the 
last name were furnished by the Department, viithout a street address 
in Berlin. ~his identification is as a rule not sufficient for a city 
of the size of Der1in' and consequently no results were obtained in a 
number of t.hose cases. 

,menever necessary the following agencies in Berlin were contacted: 
(l) oureau of Residence, Chief of Police; (2) the Custodian for 
Restitution Properties in Berlin H 30, who has custody of the files 
of the former Oberfinanzpraesident Berlin regarding confiscation of 
]lroperties of Jevdsh residents of Berlin; (3) the ltestitution Agencies; 
(h) the Indemnification Office; (5) various probate courts. 

3chedule A .34. l'larianna Scholz-.Scherf, Bamberger StrA.sse 58, Berlin ;/ 15. 
:'eference is made to the interim report, OR Clainw 2598, which tentative

,,.... ly identified subject as the present Narianna Scherf Brehm, divorced

\.,.r\ Scholz in 31 Am;leiher, Hamburg 19.'l'here is herewith submitted a letter 

U ~, 	 of subject, dated August 20, 1956, enclosing two certificates pertaining 

to the marriages of subject with :,;alter Scholz and Roland Brehm respective , , 
,t

ly (the originals were returned to subject and were replaced h't.r photo S 
stats)(Fnclosure 56). In her letter subject refers to two persons as ) 

witnesses for the fact that she previously resided at the address indi
cated by the Department under the name, v~ianna Scholz Scherf. Considering 
that subject 1 s former Berlin address was confirmed by Luise Pohl 
(Enclosure 29 to OB Claims 2598) further evidence is not believed to be 
necessary. 

,~ , 

337890 
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Schedule D 15. ,Paul Braun c/o Marx (not Marso), 33 Skalitzer Strasse, 

Berlin. The letter of the Chief of Police Berlin of July 27, 1956, 

contairis the information that subject formerly resided at 30 Skal1tzer 

Strasse, Berlin SO 36, moved to 124Wrangel Strasse, Berlin SO 36, 

and, died on Mq30, 1945 (Enclosure 57, Item 1). There is herewith 

submitted a complete copy of a death certificate of subject issued by 

the Office of Vital Statistics «Mitte" in the East Sector of Berlin 

(Enclosure28). The original thereof is contained inthe probate file 

6.VI.941.46 of the C9unty Court Tempelhof-~euzberg in Berlin. There 

is further.more submitted a letter of the administrator of th~ estate of 

Paul Braun, Hermann Haubenreisser, ,in Berlin~Tempelhof, of August 16, 

1956, with copy of his appointment by the County Court Tempelhof-Kreuz-' 

berg in Berlin of February 24, 1947 {Enclosure 59). It will be seen' 


. from Enclosure 59 that the heirs of Mr. Braun are unknown. Reference 1s 
, made to the extract copy ofa deed eXecuted by Paul Braun and Johannes 
Schmenkel on September 1, 1939, which was found in certain land title 
files attache4 to file 141 WGK 58.56 ot the Restitution Chamber Berlin. In 
Article 8 of the deed both contracting parties stated that they are non~ 
Jewish (Enclosure 60). It is therefore believed that further investi 
gation of this case will not be required. 

Schedule D 19. Max Winter and/or Margarete Winter, Neue Bahnhofstrasse 
36, Berlin. From the letter of the Chief of Police Berlin (Enclosure 57.' 
Item 10) it will be not.ed that a married couple by that name resides at 
an address in Berlin-Schoeneberg. There is herewith submitted a letter 
of this lofax Winter of July 30, 1956,' indicating th~t subject may have an 
interest in the inheritance of a cousin, name not indicated, -who died in 
the U.S. (Enclosure 61). Our correspondent also indicates his previOUS 
Berlin addresses from 1900 to date. This information was checked against 
the applicable Vesting Order 9628-which pertains tQ an account kept with 
a lew York bank. This. property is not identifiable with the alleged 
property indicated in the letter (EnClosure 61). Furthermore, the letter 

(Enclosure 61); fails to indicate the address furnished by Washington. 
There is no proof that ,the' writer of the letter,Enclosure 61, 'is identi 
cal with the vestee. It has to be stated that. 36 Neue Bahnhofstrasse 
1s located inBerlin-Lichtenbe~g, present Soviet Sector, so that the 
investigation cannot be continued•. 

Schedule D 20. Alfred Rosenbe'rg, Nollendorfstra~se 31/32, Berlin. 

This subject is listed under the address indicated, in the Jewish direct

ory for Greater Berlin from 1931 (last-knol'll edition). The telephone 

directory for 1933 lists one Alfred Rosenberg for the,address Schwarz

burgallee 1, Berlin-Charlottenburg 9. ,There is submitted herewith as 

,Enclosure 62' letter of Walther'Schmidt of Berlin-Charlottenburg 9 of 


, July 26, 1956, Who is the administrator of the building corresponding 

to the last-named address. Mr. Schmidt confir.ms that Dr. Alfred Rosenberg 

moved ~m the ,address SUpplied by the Departnient, Nollendortstrasse 31/32, 


. 1. 
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to Schw.?.I'zbu:rgallee 1 (l)resent designation G1Yf,'?ische ~)trasse 2),' ,,/here 
he resided until September 1, 1933. As far as .;:11'. fjchmidt is ~formed 
Dr. l:osenberg then moved to the United States•. l'his ~.YJi'orr.a.a.tion is in 
kee"ine ~'Ii th the fact thC'.t this investigator was unable to discover any 
subsequent trace of Dr.::tosenberp,;' s pre'sence ih3edin. ';lhile the' present 
whereabouts of ~)r. Rosenberg, if living, cannot be determined, it is be
lived that this subject does not come urrler the purview of. the claims 
filed by J3.S0. 

Joseph tiolnar, Berlin'. The lettl2ir of the Chief of Police, 
Berlin ':'nclosure 57, Item 7), lists tvlO former r~sidents of Berlin by 
that name, who are b-::>th n1".tives of )ungary. '1'here are herewith submitted 
undated letter of :~isabeth Eeyer-Haagen, in Ead fJalzuflen, form3r 3ritish 
Zone (Snclosure 63), and letter of Vorsorge Lebensversicherungs A.G. of 
August 20, 1956 (:?:nclosure 64), The writers of the letters are the owners 
of the buildings where subject (1) and subject (2) described in the letter 
of the Chief of Police Berlin (Encl':1sure 57) forJrerly resided.. Cur corres
,?ondents are unable t.o indicate the pr~sent whereabouts of the subjects or 
to confirm the fact that the inmvidua1s formerly: owned assets in the U.3. 
Further investigation cannot be undertaken. 

! 
, ,~Schedule D 51. Herman Goldkraut, Eerlin. There is herewith submitted a 

letter of At,torney iJr. Joachim 3eutner in Berlin-Charlottenburg 9, of 
August 7, 19.'>6,. enclosing copies of tvJO certificates of inheritance issued 
by, the County Court,;edding in Berlin on .Tune 25, 1955, and January 9, 1956, 
respect.ively, pertaining to the estate of one Hermann Goldkraut in ;3erJ,in 
who was declared dead effective JanuB-~ 26, 1943 (illnclosure 65). Inasmuch 
as the Deparunent has jtled to indicate an address for subject, identity 
cannot be asserted. However, the naa:~' of subject' isfaily unusual. It· 
....Jill be noted that the certificates of inheritance sta,te that. three of the 
six heirs were d'ead at the time when the certificates were. issued•. An 
attempt to determine the succession to: the esta.tes of these heirs 'Vias not. 
made,' but further investigation regarding t'he' identity of Herman Goldkraut 
and of his heirs may be undertaken by Contacting th'e attorney of certain 
heirs, Hr. Richard 0. Graw, .!.toom 440 'rioga Juilding, 2020 Fulvia st., 
Berlceley 4, California. 

,Schedule D 97. E. Zander, .aer1in~ It 'was noted from the applicable 
Vesting Order 9772 that the pro:oerty vested concerns a certain debt owing 
to E. Zander by The AImrican t,Tews Com-')B:nY in 11e\-I York, IJ.Y. The name of 
E. Zander does not sufficientiy identify t.he Ol;mer of the property but an 
inqu:lry 'Na.S directed to Erich Zander, Printers and ::?ublishers, a~ 55 Zosse
ner Strasse, })erlin S-;{ 29, inasmuch as ,the nature of the business of the 
Arnerican and the German firm aresirllila.r. F.rich Zander Company, in its 
letter of ~ugust 27, 1956 (Enclosure 66), states that all its records were 
destroyed in the war, but tha.t the late lill-.Erich Zander has personally 
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m.?de certain R.greements "lith The .i.lnerican NellISC;ompany, I'Je,,, York. '.11ile' 

this j.nforr.~.tion is not corn:oletely convincing, it is believ~d to be suffi 

cient to establish the likelihood that the 'l-iI"iter of the l~tter, 


~closure 66, is identical with the vestee. 


Schedule D 126. Leopol~ Hamburger, 'aerlin. A ;?erson by that name iE: listed 

in the 1941 3erlin directory as the ovmer and a resident of Je.gow Strl'l.sse 

30, BerJ.in-'J.rune\'laid.;1.eference is Il1ade to:::laiJn !.,10. 31022, filed by . 


lone Ronney L. Harlow as the son and heir of Leopold HalIlburger of the above
mentioned Berlin. address. It is believed that, the file pertaining to 
Claim No. 31022· conte.ins evidence for the death of Leopold Harr:.burger and 
for the heirship of I·Jr. Harlol-l. Further ~vestigation" "las not urrlerla.1.cen 
in view of the small amount involved. 

Schedule') 130. Kurt Emmerman, Berlin. .Vesting Order 6679 indicates that 
a debt owing to Kurt Enut1erman by !~. Leitz Inc. in l··:ew York ....Ias vested. '.l.'he. 

J 	firm ns.med is well known as the manufacturer of the Leica cameras. The 
erdosed photostat from the Berlin telephone directory from 1941 lists Curt 
Emmermann, \d.th an address in Berlin-~harlottenburg, as a Leica distribu
tor .C~closure 67). There are furthermore submitted two letters of Franz 
Bergmann K.G. lnBerlin-Zehlendorf of July 25 and .;,ugllst 1, 1956 (Enclo
sure 68). This firm is the successor organization of 'Ernst Leitz in 
Berlin-Zehlendorf, believed to be a subsidiary of the American firm 1'lhich 
":as named. These letters' confirm the connection of Curt: Emni.ermann, with 
the firm of Ernst Leitz; furthermore the letters state that ~~. ~aer~ln 
is missing in action; his wife, Johanna EImnerrnann, r.esides at Hans Sommer 
Strasse 61, c/o Kuhlmann, in iJraunschweig,former British' Zone. 'rhis. 
investigator has not soup)ht to obtain confirmation of the identity of 
l'fr. Ernrnermann as described in the letters (fIinclosure 6B) ldth the person 
named in t~e vesting order, from Ers. Smille!'1llal1n in 3raunschweig, consider
in~ the small amount of money involved. Further investigation is not be
lived to be necessary~ 

Schedule D 131. HO~JardJasserJflann, Derlin. No person by the name of Howard 
Wassermann was found in the Berlin directories for 1935 ~1d 1941 or by 
the agencies listed above under (1) and (2). In the absence I)f the 
vesting order which is not available in Hun.:i,ch, further investiga,tion 
cannot be undertaken. 

, 	 . 

Schedule D l.3B•. Hed'fdg Z'lmnes arid:'::ugene Zimmes, Berlin. No person by 
the name Of Zimmes ..las found in the Berlih directories for 1935 (:lnd 1941 
or by the agencies listed above under (1) and (2). In the absence of the 
vesting order which j.s not available in r·::wuch, further investigation 
cannot be undertaken. 	 . . 

Schedule D 157. A. 'rrautmann, Berlin. 'l"he Berlin directory for 1941 lists 
lS persons by that name. There is, hmiever,: submitted a letter of patent . 
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attorney A. 'frautmann, in 3erlin-Zehlend6rf, of August 10, 1956 
(Enclosure 69), list,ing certain debts O'\ving him bJ' indiv:i.duals·in the 
U. S. It is suggested that this data be co.t:l.pa.rec. against the indication 
of the .assets in the applicCI.ble vest,ing order, \'Ihich is nnt aVailable 
in l·;:unich. ,·rhe comparison i3hould reveal 'Whether or not our correspondent 
is identical rlith thevel'ltee. 

Schedule D 170, 171, 173. Freda Friedman, Johanna Friedman, Jacob . 

Friedman, Berlin. The agency indicated above (2) lists t'WO persons by 

the name of Jacob Friedmann, 5 persons' by the narne of Frieda, not Freda, 

Friedmann and 9 persons by the name of Johanna ~~'riedJnann. In the ab

sence of addj.tional information, identification is not pos~ible and the 

investigation cannot be continued. 


Schedule'T) 172• .Ema Emma Tiolfs, Berlin. The'a'Oplicable·Vesting Orlier 
.554 lists as a co-vestee ~i.lfred Rolfs,~ihos.e address in i:ulmbach, Bavaria,J ";J?S ascertained by I,iT. Hans R. Ohrnberger. There is here'lliith submitted 
a letter of Alfred :-\.olfs indicating a Berlin address for ~rna .J~e aolfs 
(J?nclosure 0). ·This address "laS confirmed by the Chief of Police Berlin 
as 3 Thielsch ufer, Berlin SO 36. . 

Schedule D 174. Arthur Goldberg', 2erlin.The· agency (2) above, has a 
record of one Arthur Goldberg, born AUgllst,14, 1876, whose last-known 
Berlin residence was 11 Habs'ourgerst:rasse, "it 30. The agency (3) above, 
keeps a file, docket number 2 ',JGA 4503.50, > shovdng this subject's present 
address RS ,30-34, 30th Street, Astoria, L.I., N.Y. - In the absence of 
information regc:.rding a street address of the vestee, and considering the 
unavailability in Nunich of the applicable vesting order, the investigation 
cannot' be continued for the purpose of establis~ing correct identification. 

Schedule D l7e. Jacob Braun, Berlin. The city directories for Berlin 
of 1935 and 1941, do not list this 5ub.iect. None of the agencies listed 
!=I.bove (1) throur,h (5) keeps a. recorq. of this subject ar.d in addition the 
Berlin Central Bank has no report of assets in the U.S. filed by any indi
vidual by that nfl.me under the respective order ~of t,he Allied Berlin 
Kouunandatura.Investigation cannot be continued. 

Schedule D 197, :':1lhelm Kamenz, Berlin. 

Schedu1eD198. Erika Kamenz, Germany. 

The letter of the Chief of Police Berlin CSnclosllre 57, It~m 5) lists
". ~:ji1helm Kam.enz and his dau$ter, Erika Kamenz Kraemer, as residents of 
45 BorlcUIller strasse, Berlin-Sch.T1.t!rgendorf.. j:nclosure 71 is a letter of 

. these sub,jects of July 25, 1956, asserting that they are the owners of the 
property list.ed in V3sting i...rder 7557 aild that :furthermre the ijepartrrent 
has given them information regarding the vested assets with letter of 
Narch20, 1952. The vesting order is not on file in Iviunich, but further 
investigation is not believed to be necessary. 
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Schedule D 203. Sir.1()n ~ehm, Serlin •. Eone of t.he agencies listed a·oove 
(1) throup;l:l ( 5) has a record of sub,ject vmose naIne 'Was not fou.."1d in the 
city directories for 1935 and 1941. '1'l1is investigation cannot be continu~d. 

0cheduJ.e F. 4. Heirs etc. of B.3. lallenstein, deceCl.sed, Bregenzer Str2.sse 
.3, Berlin;; 15. The agency listed aoove (2) keeps a. recoro of a· declara
tion of assets and liabilities of December 9, 1942, Which subject had to 
file under r;azi re,t';Ulations. 1'he address indicated in this declaration 

.corresponds to the address supplied by the Department. The County GOt~t 
Gharlottenburg of Berlin on !lay 20, 1952 entered a decree regarding the 
presuin1Jtive death of subJect (copies of declaration and ot: decree . 
F~closure 72). There is also submitted ·copy of a Joint Certificate of 
Inheritance issued by the County Court Charlottenburg, Berlin on August 

. 22,1953 (Enclos'lre 7.3),ind:i.cating su;}ject's sons Gerd ~iallenstein and 
Dr. Heinz ·'iTallenstein as subject's heirs. A letter, dated August 7, 1956, 
of Dr. Heiriz Wallenstein in Israel .(Enclosure74) indicates also the . 

. 13.st address of his brother Gerd in the U.S. 

It is recommended that the. 22 cases,in regard of 'which all available 

information l'Ta.ssu;J,lied, be considered closed. Investigation pertaining 

to the rernaining 20 cases in Berlin and surrounding areas in the Soviet 

Zone continues. 


Enclosures 

337895 


I, . 



", 

• j 

, ,RECORDS AT THE WASHINGTON NATINAL RECORDS CENTER (WNRC) , 
, Suitland, Maryland 

RECORD GROUP 131 - Office of Alien Property - Department of Justice 

Box reads: 

RG131 

Accession 65 - A-I063 

Box #1 

Agency - Department of Justice 

Division - OAP 

Contents - Enclosures 
017-26052 - F23-1 

[Location- 16 - 87 - 52 - 2 - 3] 

Box contains Claims Files 

W~llet envelope - 034-220 - Berlin Cases Section I 
ENCLOSURE Files 
Investigation Reports from Munich Office 1956-1957 

Wallet contains packets of correspondence and memos on JRSO claims 

33789~ 




Office Memorandum · UNITED 'STATES GOVERNMENT 


, 
TO Hr. Harold LeE;, Legal C'ffi cer , DATE: (etober 5,.1956 

:'..rnericaIl Gonstilatt] General, '¥"UfUeh, Gerrr<"i,hy' 

FROM :. Hans :.t. 0hrnberger, LeGal Offi:cer 

SUBJECT: MiSU Claims" 

/ 

;lith further reference to my report dated September 20, 1956, Itlhich 
was forwarded to the;{ashir16ton Office under UB Claims 2672, there 
are s.ubmitted here\~ittI the· rel)lies together'- loTith docunenta.ry ~vidence 
to the extmt such Vias furnished, froil: the sources contacted on 67 . 
cases listed in Schedule "A" attached to ·l~r. Schor's meE~orandUIn. of 
April l~, 1956, Claims 1)39 .. lJote, however, that .in. vie", of the 
voluminous material and the srr~all translation staff we have, trans
lations were not made of such inform&tory:and docUJilentary me,teria1. 
1;Ie ate, therefore, furn.ishint;, sumn:aries for each oithe cases reF.orted 
herein': , ' 

Item Eo. 
of "All Vestee Hesult. of·Investigation 

17. 	 Rosa Horn, The authorities of the city of Baden
Baden . Baden advised that a H.o·sa Horn, v!hoJ appe'ars to be the person in quef?tion, 

moved to Freiburg 1. i3r • .in 1926 ~ The 
Freiburg authorit~e8advised that }dss 
Rosa H~rn, l)orn) Januar-j' 30, 1905, lllOved 
to Obersassbach on October 31, 1926• 

. '1'he Obersassbach authorities, hOHever, 
hav~ no 'records of the subject vestee 
(2:nclosutes 1 .:. It). 

61. J -, 	 GE:!rhard'.'Jissmann, The subject vestee, born 'Hay 2,1861, 
Bersenbrueck 	 died on F<3brunry 13, 19l~6.His heirs, 

Elisab~th }larkus ,.£lisabeth:'!issmann 
a.nd Hernlann :'iisslUarln a,re alive and 
reside in Bersenbrtieck and Hardenberg 
(1!:nclosures 5 and. b) • 

62. 	 Katharina Imtionett.e .Antoinette Katharina. ka.rkus,· ne~ i10ssling,
J 	 and'dessling Earlrus,. a ROIllal1Catholic, diedon.Decernber 20, 

I f)4TV . h' " .. 'lh In I' kBersenbrueck ;; -,. ~uer son ana e~r, ,11.. e I ''',/'l.T' us 
, apparently. the other vestee, is alive and 

resicies', in :Sersenbrueck~BrigGenha6enI, 

II5'Q P7 C~nclosures 7 and ~). ' 
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Item No.. 
of "A" 

j 

9S.> J 

99. 

100. 

101. 'j 

102. 

l:rs. Lari e, Be,ltuann, 

6 Vonnbaurllstrasse, 

Bielef~ld 

Pa.ul Eilberg, 
Dortmund 

Grete Salomon, 
,Dortmund . 

'dilhelm Baehr, ' 
c/o Deutsche Bank'und 
DiskontogesellschRft 
Filiale Duisburg 

Aln91ia. Hillman 

Forkelsh,;14 

Er. Duesseldorf 


Siee;fried f'alk, ' 
Duesseldorf 

Result of Investic.ation, 

Suhject, married EarieHenriett3. Luise 
Ohnmacht, a Protestant, born Larch 9, 1901, 
;1LQved in 1947 fI'OI;l Bielefeld to Stut,gart 
where she 0..ied on JenuE.l'Y 31, 1953. Her 
husband and sole heir, Christian Ohnraacht, 
'is alive' and presently resides 8,t Bure:;stall 
strasse l:~O, stut tgart-Heslach (J:nc1. 9 - ],J). 

Subject., a Catholic, born Januc;ry 21, 1379, 

,died on Au.::;ust 2/!, 1946. His "dfe lUis c.;,beth 

nee Zemke; is stl.Il alive and presently 

resides at Staufenstrasse 12, Dortl'lund 


:(:i:nclo3u~) •. 


The authorities of the d -"z,y of DortmUTli ' , 
advised tha,t lidthout further data, such as 

'dat'e a.'1d, place of birth, the exact former 

street address, "they are unable to trace 

the subject vestee as their residence re

e,istration records "Jere ciestroyed durin.::;,' 

the'.lar (Enclosure ~). 


The authorities of Duisburg advi2ed that 

1·rit~1out .further data, they are unable to 

trace the subject vestee. A check made 


;l'1ith 'th~' fonner Deutsche B;..;nk in Duisburg 

'~as negative (~nclos~e 16), 


I 

.	Subject's place of r:;sidence, as indicated, 

does not exist. The authorities of Duessel

dorf wsre unable to trace the subject vestee 


, , (para 1. of :;.i:nclo..~l!~_rz). 

,Subject, Je\'!isn, born Aue:;ust 15, lGn, , died 
on ilecember 5, 17hl' in Duesseldorf. His son, 


'Dr. jura Friedrich F,'alk, born December 2, 

,1<)07, uho moved to Hambura; iE :9:::, could 

not be located by the H.?JJlburg authorities 

, (para 2 of :Snclosure 17 and Znclosures 10 & 12: 
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It<:::n l~o. 
, 'of lIA'· 

Ie]. J, 

'J"estee 

l.ouis :3&,uer ' 
,Ea.licc.stenstrasse 17, 
DuesseL,or:t;' 

'115. j .Dlise bierbaum," 
(5 Laden :Street" 

,:;';5S en lies t 

116. 
J 

Anna Klein, 
. ]~ssen, -~1tinis ,'jtr. 6J 

l,' . 

117. Erich Hesse and Eeta 
c/o Deutsche B!.mk, .' 

" FilialeS~s en, i3ss en 

'.,' " 

;:i.,:suIt, of Investk.ation., ' 

3ubject, born iU10ust', 21,' 16bO iffl . Kloster 
"Dc:usnj.tz, issiill alive ami 'pnsently resides 
,at heustrasse4, tv';hich is the ne','1 ·lWine for . , 
, liil~8.stenstrasse), Juesseld,orf. '(See para :3 ' 
0: 3riclonure 17). -Already closed under 03 Claims 

, 2672.
Subject, a, CatholiC., bo'rnjuly 3, 1896, died 
'on Gctobe:..~ 1'6,19.35 (see para,;o:"page 2 of 
Bnclosure ',20 and}~nc10sure 22). Of ,her five 
'cmlqren, (referred to in para'; of '~nclosure 21) 
'Only'her daUbhter l>'i:rs. ::::lisabeth iIaase, is still 
, alive '(se~ para. ~. of j~nclosure 21 an:;!, ;~nclosures 
23 ,- 26).' 

3uqject, born june 17, 1895, died ,on Sept.emb~r 1'7, 
195.3 (see para: 3 of ":';nclosure 3)).' i'Ier husbanEi 
Gusta:v Klein predeceased her in 1915. Tl-'J.s' in
fOrTIla~ion I'j aSbiven to the city 8uthori tie s of 

'Essen bysubjecVs daughter-iii-Ian, Lrs. Lana 
"Klein, resiciing at Elting strassei9, :Gssen, 
. where, the subject vestee ,9.1so haq resided. Ec,te 
that accorqinG to a neighborhood checlc and. in
(iuiryat Elting strasse' 63a (the house :Cltin,; 
3trasse 63 Ivas destroyed: durins the ','lar)a 
Aru;ia, Klein neV€;,r a resident there. 

Hesse SUQject vestees,could not'be tra.ced by the 
city author'i ties· of ESGen (see para 1 of 
3nclosure 20). . 

119. :EInrna ~;eyer 'i'heCity a.uthorities of Fa.11ingbostel advised 
, F[clliriobqstel, that ,subject had passed awa:j:and that: her dau.;hter'J .Freudentha:lstrasse 300 . Firs.Srria Foerster;. nee heyer, resirl.es at , 

Ft-\;:udenthalstrasse' 4,. Fallirv;bostel (Sncl. 27). 
Frs. Foerster :furnish~d a list of the names 
and.addresses,'of the heirs to the estate of 

.. \filliamI~ieine:i.er. (7£l1closure 28 sh~wing that 
, Emma.,lie:ler nee Deicfu.o.ann medon June 2, 1956). 

;.' . 
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Item No. \
wf if ,:~!I 

155. j 

156. I) 

175. o 

109. 
o 

2U2. 

211. J 

.. 

Vestee 

otto Jagner 

liaberschlacht ~J/l" 3racken

hem 

kietze \5etty)fc.dngardt 

Hofen 


. otto lI.hrends 
S'hdthorquai 10, 
Hamburg 

'rhea Jakobine Cc:..tharina 
'Vahl, nee Holfs, 
Hamburg 

I'lax r~eyerstein, 


Landschaftstr. 6" 

HArmover 


Eathilde 40lf Zobel, 

Hauptstrasse ;!:' 124, 

Aglasterhausen 6, 

H2idelberg 


- 4 

}~esult of Investigation 

Subject, a Protestant, born hay 30, 1071 
could be' traced to Goepjjingen ''fhere he 
died on November .3, 1950. His '..life Frieda 
nee Nuessle predeceased him on February 10, 
1931 (Enclosures 2'1 - 3id. 3ubje'ct' s 
daue;hterand heir. 1<is5 Ottiliei!a.e:,ner 
born December 7, 1902, died on Jul:r 25, 
1956 in .Ecl11lJ.endil16en. Her heirs have not 
as yet been determined (Zrlclosure 35). 

Subject vestee could not be located in 

t.he several localities l1Hofen !l appearing 

in the German register of com:nunities' 

(Enclosure 36 - 40 incl.). 


. . 
The Hambure; authorities advised that 
,according. to information obtained from 
the firm: Koerner at t.he address in question 
Karl Citto Ahrends; born ha~r 12, 1676, last 
residing at Kuhl'tuehle 4, Hruuburg 21" died 
in battle on November 26, 1916 in France. 
His next':"of-kin or other relatives could 
not be located (Snclosure 41). 

The He.mburg authorities advise\i that I·:rs. 
Thea Vab1, born harch 10, 1874, on 
Cctcber 111" 1'}03 moved from. Hamburg, 
Viktoriastrasse 37,' to H8lstenbel~, Kreis 
Pir-neberb , \1here subject could not be 
traced. A Kurt Va,hl, residiUf;; at !lltonaer 
Eltras::,e 37, in nearby Ee11int;en "!as 
questioned Hith ne6ative ;'~E:sult (3nclosures 

· 4~t. it) and. 4L.). 

Tpe authorities in Hannover advised that 
· subject, Je'.';ish, born January 16, lGd8~ 

moved to Berlin on June 1, 1926 ..,here he 

died. Other infor!;-:atiori 'is not ava,iIable. 


· (l::;,nclosure 45). 

Subject. could be traced to 'lautenbach, 

Kreis Buehl, l/here she pr.;sent1y resides 

at BundesstrasseaO (~nclosures 1,.6 - 51 incl. 
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Item No. 
of II/," 

215. 

,217. 

222. 

227. 

2 34. 

236. 

237. 

239. 

<'")1 ,..,

.GJ..!.G. 

Vestee 

I Richard Roth, 

3 3taedlerstrasse, 

F'riec;l.berg, Hassen 


( 
Nathilde Simons,J a/o 'Stadtsparkasse, 
Neumuenster 1, Holstein 

j 	 Gustav er, 

Hutzel 


Albert Jakob or LagdalenaJ Ja.kob, Ihringeh, 
runt 	 Breisach, Baden 

jJiargareta Pfeffer, 

.Damperhofst,r. 12, 

Kiel . 


i 	 Valeska Hat:,;elstdn, 
Gaurden Schulstr. No.1, 
Kie1 

j 	 Earie Hagelstein, 

~ 
r, 
t 
) 

- 5 

Result of Investie,i),tion 

Subject, a Protestant, born Jam.::.ary 13, 
1897, could 'be tl~aced to Duesseldo:r:f Vihere' 

,he presently resides at UrdenbacherA11ee 93 
, (h:nclosures :52. 53 and 54). . ' 

Subject, rr~testant, bo::'n February ;1, 1663 
died on January ti, 1946 in NeUJnuenster. 
(£nclosures 55, 56 and 57). Her estate is 
shared by 7 heirs >(Enclosure 50). 

Subject,' aProtestant, born June:), 1689, 
is 	still alive and presently resides at 
House No. 33 in Huetzel, Kreis Soltau 
U~nclosures ,59 - ,60). 

The authorities of Ihringen a/l\.. advised 
that subject vestees had passed av!ayand that 
their legal ,heirs are 5rna Holndeler nee 
Jakob a'l1d J'Jina Jakob (Enclosure 61). 

Subject, a Frotestant, born Ju.ly 2, 10)6, 
is' still aliv:e ?-rKi presently ··resides at 
12Damperho~strasse) Kiel (Enclosu:re 62). 

Subject, a. Protestant, born :t<arch 30, 1891,' 
is 	still al~ve and presently resides at 
Koenigsweg ,97, 'Kie1 (EnclcDure 63). 

Subject, a Catholic, born Fabruary 25, 13&9, 
Kiel, Herzog, 69 F:riedr:ich is still alive an-i presently resides at 
3trasse 

J, 	 Hichard Joachim ,~i1l.ireas· 
}-1,olfs, rael 

j 	 Harie Kirschbaum; 
l~rchentellinsfurt , 
;:uert. . 

Holstenstrass9.1B, Kie1 (Enclosure 64). 

Subject, a Protestant, be/en 1-.;ay 17, 1379, 
is stil,l alive. and presently resides at . 
i:Iolstenstrasse,'ld, Kie1 (}inclosure .§j). 

The a.uthorities of kirchentellinsfurt 
advised that subject, born JanuarJ 17, 1887, 
is alive and preRently resides at Gaessles
hOI, Kirchentellinsfurt (Encl.osure ,66). 
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250. 

253. I 

255. j 

261. J 
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/ 

Fax, EI"\dn Gerber, 

Roetben Str. 25, 

Koeln, Ehrenfeld 


Henaan Hosenbaum, 

Koln, L~~emburger Str. 10 


Peter.dolff, 

c/o Josef Bunger, 

(22c) Koln-Braunsfeld, 

Aacheerstr. 333 


Erna l·~an.gold, 
Kassel 

Buchholz, 
1 Achenb~ck ~~trasse, 
Kassel 


Heinrich Burfeindt, 

Bevern, 52 Kreis 

Breinervorde 


Irma Ullrich or heirs etc. 

names unknown, 

LohInar bei Siegburg 


, 
" c c 

c 
r: 
IT. 
C 

?' 
:; 
IT 

~ 
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Result of Investigation 

SuQj9ct vestee still resides at 25 Roentgen
strasse, Koeln-~hrenfeld(~nclosure67). 

The amthorities of Colo~ne 'advised that 
subject could not be traced as records prior 
to 1945 no longer exist, but that the bu.Hding 
LuxembuX'.:::,er strasse 10, ..las owned by the, 
l>!idow of a Julius Rosenbaun~, resic1ing at 
Koeln-Zolls:tock, Alfterstrasse 13. l:lrs. 
Rosenbaum advised that Hermann aosenbaum 
was Je"dsh and perished in the concentration 
camp Utzmannstadt; that her husband, Julius 
Rosenbaur.:1, also died dur:in.e, the Nazi regime, 
leaving as heirsois widow, Johanna H.osenbaum, 
his two sons, Karl Arthur and Alfred Heinrich 
Rosenbaum, who are ~ive and reside at the 
.address menticmed above (Enclosures 68 & 62). 

The authorities of Cologne require additional 
'data in order to trace the whereabouts of 
subject vestee (note that the building 
Aachenerstrasse 333 was toally destroyed 
during the war). (Enclosure 70). 

;'1'he city authorities of Kassel advised that 
"ITithout date of: birth or the last s':~reet 
address, . the subj,::;:ct vestee cannot be traced 
,(.; 1 71)',\;.!.nc.. osure. • 

Subject, a Prote~tant, bo~n February 12, 1875 
died on January 14, 1956. He is survived by 
his 'tlidol'!. Gertrud, nee Sc:puitze, who presently 
resides at Ahnatalstrasse 87 (EnClosure 72). 

Subject, born June 2..1, 1910, is still alive 
and presently resides at House No. 52 in 
,Bevern, Kreis Bremervoerde (Enclosures 73~). 

 a PFstes;!;l;u::r*'T Catholic ,born 
    in Hayword.~ California, 

is married  Kurt Richter, a Protestant, 
and resides at ~iittelstrasse 5, Lohmar 

near Siegburg, North-lUiine~!estph8.1ia 
(i::nclosures 75. 76 and 77).' 

P6/(b)(6)
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It f>.J'il 110. 
of "A" 

262. J 	 <alter Blum, 
(:sterfe~:_d5traSf,e 1, 
Lokstedt, Hal:lbure, 

26i.. / 	 i~e,tharina '3tem, 

Balauerfohr 15, 

Lubeck 


266. 	 .Iilhelm ';olf et al. 

':=tosaSchairer 

i,~etaii.lbrecht 

August Albrecht 
Os ca,r ,r.:ahl 
Hed'\trig Albrecht 
':'sterholzallee 104, 
Lud~dgsburt; 

:;:67.' 	 Gustav :'Jeiss,j 
Lutherstra~3se 12, 
l.udli.Jie;shaferi 2"ji~ !:-.:hein 

- 7 

Subject, not Je~ti':'h, aorn t.u.:;ust 21, 1907, 

is still 81i'/e and ,;)resent:ly' resides at 68 

()sterfeldstrasse, (fu:;:'Ller1y l'lo. 1); ne..mburg

Lokstedt. (lmclo..sures 76 and 79). 


,7he authorities of Luebeck advised that this • 
concerns a Ers. Gatharina. >'3tiern, nee Heiduck, 
a. Protestant, bprn on, DecBl;lber ll:., 1697,' >-1ho 
is still alive, and ,t)rese!1tl:y resides at 
Hartengrube ~L5/11 in Luebeck. Unt:Ll July 16, 
1937 she resid.ed at Balauerfohr 15. The spellin! 
cif the femily neJUe IIsternll lias changed to 
"Stiern fl se\"eral :years after her marriage to 
Earl 3tiernvrhose certificate of birth, 
r i3portecUy i-las issued. in that name aa a::,a.inst 
those of his brothers and sisters in the name 
ot stern. Subject stated tl1at she shares in 
8.n inheritance of her aunt, 1.155 :Slize.beth 

:Schneider ~f Chica6c. (Sncl~~~ 60 and 61). 


'}'he aut.horities of Ludvli~sburg advised that 

etto ~'Jolf, born l<arch 22, 1879, still alive 

and prcsfmtiy resides at vsterholz Allee LOll,. 

neis the "loner of that building~ He stated 

,to the Ludwi5sbur~ Cl.¥thor:itieq t:ha.t nosa 

-, h . 	 C . '" hland tied\'I1.,f,,' AIDrecrlt'th:')c aJ.rer, 'scar La !",rere m.env~cned ~n e 
testament of Adolf Trick but not August and 
}~eta Albrecht were ,Ret mentioned in tr..at 
document; that he did not persona.lly kt10W 

these 6 persons and that thAY never resided 
at 0st~:ch\..'lza11ee 104. (Enclosures $2 L 8~). 
Of the 6 per'sons only the existence ,of Oscar 
Nahl could be af:)certained. He was born on 
February 20, lE.~87 and presently resie.es at 
:}elhinger Gasse 1.1 in Sc1n'!aebisch j-lo,n 
(l~nclosures .bit and 85). 

. Subject, 	a Protestant, born l?ebruary 1.91;: 1695,
, 	 . 

could be traced to kainz-Kastel, where he 

presently 1ive~ at lt1zenstrasse 6 CCD£..losl!!:~ft 

66 -' 09. 1nc:J:..) ~ 
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Item Lo. 
of IIAt.' .Vestee 

275. 	 j Fred Ealm, a/k/a. Frederick Ba.lm, 
:l::'eisenheim am Glau,. 
5Lhirteland 

279. 	 J l<'riedrichSi'Ton, 

Lunchen 22, 

c/III Adelgundenstrasse 


301. 	 nenry l'dchaelis,
1 Eeitzrr..8.nn's House, 

. :';arturu, 	Kreis .Zeven 
by Bremen 

303. 	 J haria iieier, 

!J eu enha us' 


304•. j harry Tdckh",ff, 

19B. Neuhaus, 


Grafsch8.ft Bentheim . 


Result of Inv:.;stL;ati.olL 

Sub'ject, "vorn fi.pril 10, 1061, died 

on [):3cember 29, 1941, in ':eierbach, 

I\"r8is Birkenfe~Ld." His heirs a.re the 

three brothers. Georg, Friedrich and 

Ka.rl Becker of Leisenheim accordine 

to 'C'. contract sic;ned on .April l~., 1942 

(J;nclosures 9(;, 91, 92 and 93). 


3ubj~ct" 	 ·born Larch], 1870,. died, on 
2, 1946, leavine; 4 heirs as indi

cated in;tnclosur~t.1.7... Church Counsell, 
Dr. '.i.'heodor Karb, Hilrunelreichstrasse 2, 
L.Ui1:.lch: 22, the executor of the estate 
(Enclosures 94 ...; 97. <Lncl.:,.) • 

Subject; a Protestant, born February 15: 
167], died on October 15, 1952, leA-ving 
:3 heirs as indicated Uillclosur~.2~:~) • 

Subject, a Homan Catholic, born Larch 1: 
lB96, rasides at i)ackhorstweg 13, 
L'~euenhaus, Kreis .Dentheirn. She stC\ted 
to .th~ authorities of Neuenhaus, that 
she does not believe tb be the vestee 
in qUGstion, as the had never nny 
rela.tives in 1:-11e United 3ta,te:3. Note 
ti1i".t fuis case is not counted a.s a 
clo'sine; as a repOrt was already fO!'l.'r:·'ro; 
to ~'i':4Ghington under (;3 Claims 2642. 
(~ee b of ];nclosure 99). 

3ubject~ a Homan.:::atholic, born. on 
. September 27, 1377, in St. Louis, USA, 
is ,:liive Clnd prF.:sently resides .at 
Dackhorstweg 9, l':euenhaus, Kreis 
Bentheim. Eat-e tha.t hisnaJlle is 
spelled "Riekboff ll • (See a of 
i::nclosure 99) •. 
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306. 	 Philip Sa.uer or issue There are 11 tm'lnS b~r the rlalEe of !':eust.s.dt 
l'leustadt in ~'Jestcrn 'Germany. All were co'ntacted 

. 8.nd'Ceveral pereons 1:1 th the, name of Philip 
j t;,wer could be traced: 

•a) Philip ~:)auer, torr! Febru;...D~ 23, 19CO, 
fonnerly residit1g 1n 1,jeustadt/Sch'darzYlald, 
no,,! resid.es at nauptstrasse 59, Luelhaus en, 
Kreis Eeide1berg. He stated having no know

,le%8 	of any 3s:::;ets in the U.S.A,. vest.ed in 
his name (EnclosureslOG t 101 and 102) • 

•;b: Philip 3auer, born June 22, lei87, presdntly 
residin,s at ~U:i.thausstra~:;se 17., !I~eustadt 

a. d. /ieinstra,'se (see 1 of::;ncl_o2l!t..~ 103) 
~.;; clairiled tob€; an heir to t estate of 

.s.beth \/eber, nee Jartin.::; (see ~::;ncl. J.Qb.), 
In ,this connection ~ sii;Jilar claim 1':£'.5 also 
made by • J3illchen ~!inter; resi;jin2:, at 
Luel'weg3, Ha;rlbach/,;einstras s e (s es f~nc1. lO{ 

, ,c ) Philip .Saue.r, born :3eptember 29, 1893, 
·1"ho cUed on A%ust 3, 19l!9, in Neustadt 
a.d. ',Ieinstrasse. His!ddo\\I, l'ia.ria 3auer, 
resinin..;; at Ltiitpoldstras!3e J."O, there 
state,d that she ha.s no kne·;·rledge of any 
L.3.' assets \'1hich her. late husbE'.nr;' i~,i6ht 

have ovmed. (See 2 of Encl. l03&nd 106) .. 
;d) Philip Sauer, born Au.;ust 211 , Ib98, and 

residinG in Lambrecht, Kreis Neustadt a/d 
'.~einstrac;·;e, Luhrbacher str. 19 (see 3 of 
Enclosure lC)), stated that althoU2;h he 
has relf'.tives in the U.:3. he kne~1' nothil16 
of any assets left him there. CZnc10sures 
103 - 102, incl.). 

, ' 

314. l ..rs. Roels Geltz c:.nd her Subject" a ~rotestant, horn February 23, 1677,
J children, 1ast,residil1£ at Silberburt;strasse 27, Stuttgari 

CberaIat Schcirndorf, died. on July 1::'>, 1956. Her heirs are Karl Goelt 
':i'ur~enberg and Ers. l!.1ll":·.a ;,\auc:1 (see Encl. 111) of l:ecken

beuren,. Kreis .'l'ettna!1J, and Smara.£;dHeg 6" 
.stutteart,;respectively. (Enclosures 106 - 112) 

:. " 
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321. 	 Caroline 3chwa,i;er, Subject, ,";as born on Decemb~r 1, 1060, and 
Cs tisheiu ,JurtteiilberIi died on October 11, 19L~8. She .....as married 

to ~Jilhelm 3chva2;;er who was born on Sel-'tember 
Ie;, IG59 in Cetisheim and who died there on 

o 	 Septelilber 7, 1936. AlthoUc;h there \-.;ere no 
children out of this rnarriA.ge, t:le:ret~,ja.s a 
son, dilhelrn Sch\\:ager, out of the;Yliilarriac:;e 
of his father ,:,,-ilhelm ,,)chv.;~er. This son 
is still alive and presently resides at 
Bahnhofstrasse 1, huehlacker (see also Item 
320 of List "All ref)OrteEi lmder CB Claims 2642). 
(Enclosures 113. 114 and 115). 

323. Hilda Pagh Heilig, · SubjeCt, born Larch 25, 1909, is Nice, diedj 248 Klingbers, on September 17, 1953 in Gronenberg. Her heir 
Post Ponitz, Ost.Holstein is her husband, Johann Heilig, ;.;110 presently 

resides at: Nu,,",sdorfer~tr8.sse 531uI, Vienna LX., 
· Austria (Enclosures 116 - 119, inc1.). 

326. Lina Franzing, a/k./a Subject, born April 10, 1904, is still aliveI 
Karolina Franzing, ' and presently resides in Laejiiershat:,enNo. 102, 
Lamers hagen . _~, Post ' Kreis Bielefeld (;,mclosures 120 and 121). 
Hille.;ossen (Kr. Bielefeld) 

347. 	 Gustav Heinrich Rolfs, Subjec't, born June 2, 1684, 'died on Novenber 2,i 
:3che_cht-Audorf 1953 in Flensburg, leaving 5 heirs !?S indicatec~ 

· in Enclosure 122. (Enclosures 122 - 124, incl.) 

355. 	 j 21isabeth Phillipps, · Subject, a Protestant, born July B, 1333, 

301in6en~raefrath is still alive aI1d presently reRidesat 


duppertalerstrasse 263, Soline.;en and also 

, at Dellerstrasse 31, in Haan, Rhineland •. 
Enclosure 126 and 127. 

356. j Rudolph Braun, 	 ..Subject, a Protestant, born CCtober 11, 1896, 
Solingen 	 , is still alive and presently resides at 

· Kuelf 3trasse 6, Solint:;en (Zn:losures 126 & 12~ 

361. 	 j Louisa Lauer, Subject, Born AUbust 6, 1392, could be traced 
Narste.ll Strasse 3, tc.; RadevoI'lm·!ald,Rhein-~{upper Lreis, 1dlere she 
stuttgart lives at Doerpe 7, bei Ennepper, Raclevo nnwalcl 

(Znclosures ;J9 - 134, incl.). 
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, 374. 	 Frau Helene ~:;eiss, The authorities ofTrossin~en advised that there 
Trossingen , is only one He1en;ieiss registered cmdthat it con

,carns r,~rs. Helene i'lalbl?l'b" nee ;jeiss, vrho presenUy 
resides' at Loehrstrasse 7, Trossinben (see }lara 3 
of B!lClosure 13.2). 

375. hath. Kohner, ' 	 The authorities of Trossin,Sen advised. tha,t the
j, 	Trossingen name'ILatthias Hohner ll isa common name in Trossingen 

and' that the person in question in f~l probability 
is l:atthias Hormer, 1:lOm A'pril 2, 1£92, a citize'n 
of th~ Uni'ted, states, residing at 40 Fifth Avenue, 
lJe\'l York (see para 4 of En;.:losure 135 and ;i{ncl. 136) 

Henr"J 'hauer, 'rhe 	authorities' of dai1lheim advised ,tbat subject 
o ,[assergasse 16" is, hot known in, that COJilIl1urtity and that a hous e 

:;ic;11enheirn, 	 Hhein Hessen and address'!dassergasse 16n do not exist. Inquiry 
made 'with~Jall1::im, Kreis Aachen, and. 'dapllheim, 
duerttemberc;, the only other lJalheims in Gennany, 
was' ilegative. (Enclosures 137 .. 140" inc1.) • ' 

392. 	 j ' l~'argaret \'leischer, Subject, a Protestant, born April 25, 1884, 
Nerotcl ?(.,' could be traced tv Flensburg where she presently 
~viesbaden resides at l~nuthstrasse 1. (Enclosures l&..l:. - ll~5). 

I 

393. 	 j Dr. med. PaUl vleischer The authorities of Hiesbadan advised that subject 
67 r;erotal, ,born on July 15, 1,579, is believed to 11 ave died 
diesbaden in 1946 in Niebuell, Schleswig Holstein. His "life 

is still living (see Enel. 141 to 145; above). 
~nclosures'146 and 147. 

394. 	 j / Helene 'deintraud, Subject, a Protestant, born Se,Ptember 29, 1875, 
c/o Jos. Endres &: Co. died on r.:ay 17, 1941, leaving 4 heirs as shovm in 
';'Jiesbaden Enclosure 150. (Ericlosur~~_~149 and 150). 

'395. I Louis BIUlJ!, Subject, a Protestant, born Autust 15, 1874, is 
S(;mnenbergerstrasse, 8ha still alive· and ,presently resides at Sonnenberger
Vdesbaden stra13se b4a, ';iidsb'aden.' Enclosures' 151 and 152. 

.. ,.' 
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397. 	 J Hemann '~';iechr.,ann, " Subject, not ,;e:dsh, born October 2C), 1ci81 , 

~iesem.uen~ter G. Bulp.nstr. died April 20, 1942. His ".,rife Helene, e&f'.A 

l~. 36, 2nd Flo died Decenber 22, 1955. There is only one 


,'heir, 	Anton ,'iiecbIllalm, born Jc.nu<=.ry 2... , 1909 
who resides at Stote1erStrasse 24, Bremer
haven-d. (Bnc1osures 153, 12lr, 155). 

396. 	 j ' Adele Jager, Subject, not Jewish, born liay 26, 12;B7, 

liollenerkamp, still alive and presently resides in 

','jesermuende Hollen, Kreis !:/esernmemle (see Itern 2 of 


Enc1os,!re l54, arid 165). 

402. 	 /Nax Kirsch (fruehr Alfred l'·'!:eti) , Subject" born April 16, lc93, could be 
:,;"llstein, R.heinhessen traced to Ha11hausen, Kreis Kreuznach, where 

", 	 he resides at/109a (Enclosures 157. 15d 8" 159) 
House No.' 

404. 	 flni1 Krenzler, 'Chis is not a c1osinf,,' as it was alreadyj Huppertal-Barnl en, rep:)rted closed under OB Claims 2660. 
liar.;;;p.retenstr. Documents submitted here''li th (Enclosures 160" 

161 1 ;62 and 163) are merely support of 
, -li:n<::losures 14Y,149 and 150 to OB Claims 

266o. In,! lit ~,'" ,.'l 	 ' 
• { % - , 

Note that with respect to the four cases covered by,Iter-as 28, 71, 357 and 401 
no action could be taken, as the adrlresses of the subject vestees are located 
in the Hussian Zone of Genminy. 

The documentary evidence, such as Qirth, death and inheritance certi:tJcates, 
etc., submitted herewith has not been certified in accor"lance with the provisionS 
of the Rules of Procedure because certifications were not considered necessary 
in this case. 

.' 
As it ai.lpears that the information on the'sixty~even cases described above 
ans'\'!ers the \ic'l.shirl6ton request, it is recorlT:len~ded that they, be closed in the 

,.' files of this office. 

Enclosures 
I 
I. 
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RECORD~ AT TH,E WASHIN9TON NATIONAL RECORDS CENTER (wNRC) 
" . , 'Suitland, Maryland ' , , ' 

'>, • 

, '., 

RECORD GROUP 131- Office of Alien Property - Department of Justice 

Box reads: 

RG131 


'Accession 65-A..,..1063 
, " 


,',:. 

Box #1 


Agency -Department ,of Justice 


Division - OAP 

t'., 

Contents - Enclosures 

017-26052- F23-1 


[Location ~,16 - 877'52~ 2 - 3J 

'.; , 

Box contains Claims Files " 

Wai)et envelope -' 034-220 - Berlin Cases, SectiQn II' 

ENCLOSURE Files 


, Investigation Reports from Munich Office ' '1956, '; , 


" 

Wallet contains packets of correspondence and l,1lemos on JRSO,c1aims 
, "'" - . , . ; . . 

" 

(' .' 

, 1 

! . 



...._-: ....... 

• T 

Office Memorandum • . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

GOO:MW :MJS:mam 
TO : Robert H. Schnacke, United States Attorney DATJ!: October 23, 1'158 

San Francisco, California . 

nOM: George B. Searl.s, Chief, Litigati~n,Jection 
Office of Alien Property ')') 

SUBJBCT: 	Estate of Herman Dunkel, deceased 
017-Z7887 

Attention: Miss Mary Eschweiler 

Enclosed please find. original and two photostatic 
~opies of the proof of existence. of Bernhard ).beller. This 
completes the submission of documents required to establish 
the existence of the .German heir~. . 

Attachments. 

" ..",..,. ." 

.. ~. ,,'

'... .,.
~\J \..~. .. 

.' 

.~:'-:·:~:~·~~··-l)-~) 

-_. 
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: M't: 

'-...-  -~ r... 
C") 

JjranslatioiJ fi/etzel/et/!JliJ C') . , 
Copy. ~ 

l 

i 
Surname: MU.ller Street: Hau"[1t. strasse HousEL..nllmber: 56 

Serial Christian name . Profession: Date and Place Citizenship: Religion: Marital Died: Remarks: 
No. and surname: of birth: status: 

a) 'Householder:' Shoemaker April 9, 1893 Gennan Protestant Married 
Maller, Valentin in Birkenati,I 

Bergstrass8 County 

; 
.j b) Wife: Lina May 23, 1$94, in German . Catholic - Marrled ! 

1st marriage Weinheim,Mannheim 
Date of. marriage: November 12,1916 County I1 
Place of l'I8rriage: Eirkenau 

nee: Volk 
, 

I
J Ic) • • . • • • • • • • ,.. 

I 
! 

.' i
d) Children: 

1. .MU.ller, Hans Shoemaker    German Protestant Married 
~ 

1   

; 
. Bergstrasse.county ,. 

-i II II II i2.' Mnller, Georg   
1 Iin birkenau:1 Bergstrasse County 

" II II3. M\Uler, Helga    ,Birkenau 
Bergstrasse County 

4. M\Uler, Reinhold    , Birkenau " II single a.! .. l\ -
Bergstrasse Coun~ 

Certified a true cop,y.
[Sealy Birkenau, J~ 1, 1958. 

Registrar's Office of (s) Weber, Mayor

Birkenau, Odenwald 


.....,:: ri' 4 'g,'%. 

--- .··:~!;<;·:7' . . t)r.! 1 ':t 1 "i n ?\. ,.." "" ~ ... .: _ c t: 11 1,.., t:: ') P,....,,,;p , 'I:;\~'", 'I:'""~,,;~,,, '"'~ u ........ .,.,"' ... n",..,lr",1 f\1,_?,QQ, 
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~ ~ ..-,"-' .... ,.... -.., 
'\:::Ilble Addr~s: JOINTDISCO t..'flt,!.£ LExington 2~5200 
. i{}Sc", I GC:IJ- (:>_, '3 cJ "';. ; -;;, !'If (3 1) V ;/7 r" ;!p:.1,,' I ~ C ' , I . ( 7.> 

'. 'r . :''' '1'- ~ U' u.... 'f <..(, I f..t!~:.! ' rrc~dh~ ;~,., 

Jewish Restitution Successor, Organization:;' \. 
270 MADISON AVENUE 

New York: 16, N. Y. 

Februar;y U, 1958 


MEMORAlIDUIl 


TO: Dr. Eugene Revesi 
Dr. Behem1ah BobinsOD 
Dr. Simon Segal 

FRCM: ' Saul ltagan 

Enclosed please fiDd the text of the proposed statement by Mr. Goldwater for 
the hearings on the Heirless Property Bill wh1ch are scheduled for February, 20th. 
Our Bill H. R. 1830 v111 be taken up b;y the SUbcamm1ttee on Comme:r;'ce and Finance 
of the House Committee on Interstate and P'oreigD Commerce. ' 

I would appreciate it very much if state.nta could be sent by tbe American .levish 
, Ccm:nittee and the, American Jewish Congress in support of this Bill. I assume that 
you will take proper care to make sure that the letters traJ1 the respective 
organizations do not follow' too cloael.;y the text of the proposed statement by 
Mr. Goldwater. I hope very much that you vill be able to arrange that the 
respective statements are sent out before the end ofth!s week. I would apprecia.te 
it if copies could be sent to Se;ymour Bubin and to me for our records. 

- •Saul ltagan 

Encl. 
MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS ----___________ 

AMEBICAN JEWISH COMMlT'l'EE • AGUDAS ISMEI. WORLD ORGANIZAnON ' WOBLD JEWISH CONGRESS • COUNCIL FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS nOM GERMANY' BOAllD OF'DEPunES OF BRmSH JEWS ' CONSEIL 

IlEPIlESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FBANCE • CENTBAL aRmSH FUND • JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT 

DISTRJaunoN COMMITTEE. INC. • JEWISH CULTUBAL IlECONSTBUCTION. INC. • INTERESSENVEllTIIEt'tJNG ISM:£IJTISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN 


IN THE U. S. ZONE OF GERMANY • ANGLO·JEWISH ASSOClAnON 


OPERATING AGENTS -------'----"'------- 
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMEl!lCAN JEWISH JOINT DlSTlUBUTlON COMMITTEE. INC. ,. JEWISH COtTUBAL IlECONSTBUCTIOK. INC. 
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JItY name 18 MorJroe Goldwater. I am. 8 -.bar of the laY :f'1rm of Goldvatar 8lld P'l;ran, 

60 East 42Jld street, !few York 17, New York, aDd I .. Cha1.rman of the Board of D1rec.tors 

of the Jewish Destitution SUccessor Orgauizatlcm. !be Jev1eh Best~:tutiOD SUocessor 

Organization, vh.1chI shall refer to hereinafter .. the aso, ls a lIev York charitable 

JEDbersb1p corporation. The JRSO strcmg~ urps ·tae prc:II'IRt enactment of lI. R.' 7830. 

!J.I.bebackgrou.nd of H. R. 7830 and tba reoons v!:r;J' it ls leg1slation vh1ch is 

Decessary and 18 stroDg1;y1n the publlc iDt8rest 81"8 .. tol.l.on. 

The JaSO vas de81gD.ated ~ Presldent lUaenhowr as tbe orgimizat1on to file claims 

under Public .Law 626. UDder the prov1siOllsof that act,. W1ch had videspread bipartisan 

support in both houses of Congress, lt vas Cotlt.Q.plate4 that claims would be tiled by 

8 successor organization or successor Ol'gaD;tzatl0'D8, aDIl that OD tho basis of these 

claims returns vou.ld be made of UDcla1lDed or heirless pI'Opert7 ftsted ~ tbe Allen 

Property CuatodiaD, nth tile proceeds of ncb. prop8r1:1 balDS used for the relief and 

rebabilitaticm of Deed7 persecutees nov 1D the U'D1ted states. It vasoaatemp1ated, as 

is eVident fraD. the CCIIIIlittee reports .\lPOD vh1ch Publio I.8v 626 vas based, that the 

procedures ot that laY would resu.lt in .ubataDtlal 8UIU -- a top 11m1t of *3 lI11110n 

ooiDs ..t -- 'being quickly put to use for t.bIse rehabilitation· aDd reliet purposes. 

Numerous aai"eguards were placed around tbe laY to etUlu:re that. aU proceoda of tb1s 

property would be devoted to this reliet activity. 

It has bocClllle apparent, however, dur1DS the cou.ne ot a;per1ence in the last two 

years that the procedures of Public Lav 626 placed aD untovard and almost impos8ible 

administrative burden on both the successor orgaizatiOli cle81gDated bY' the PreSident, and 

on the agency of the United State8 GoverDll8nt baviDS JIII08t to do nth the carryill8 Ol1t 

of this program -- that is, the Office .ot Al1e.n Prope1"t7. ~ reason for this 

admn1strat1ve burden 18 inherent in the tJpe ot cla1ma tIled by .tbe successor organization. 

Bydef1n1t~on, those claims are filed to prope1"t7 which belonged to persons who died in 
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conC8l1tratlon campa v1thou.t ha1ra; aDd, of ueC8s8It,',. 4ocu:aBDtatiOD 1s almost ccapletelJ 

absent. SecODdl.1', there are DlJIIIIeZUlS cla1ma 111 1Ih1c1l -.onats are 8'II.8l1 aDd problams 

of proof are great. !huB, the 1DdITidual proceaa1Dg of so. t.bcNaa:ods of cl.a1ms has 

proved to be a t1me cOusumiDg, expeDsive aDd fruatratlJlg task for those charged vith 

·':.;;the carr,v1Dg out ot the cCll!JllleDdable pu.rpoaea of PUbUc Law 626. 

It 11 note~ that there are eubstaDtial ..se~ subJeCt to cla:lma ct the JBSO 

u to 1Ih1c1l the facts are be70Dd the lmovledp of 8fI7 :p81"BODB vbo caD be tOUDd. 1'hese 

are cases in vb1ch the pre8UBIPtiOD 1s ftr:1 gl'8&t that tbsy iJr9'Qlve verr substantial 

he1rlesl asseta, but sa to wb1ch proof 18 d1fficult to adduce. I do not apeak in t.h.!s 

c01IDectI00 of tba thousauds of Cas8S 111 vh1ch addressee are unkDown 'and in vh1ch people 

. are in a:reaa to vh1ch 8008SS is impossIble, as to vh1ch facts of, aU sorts are beyond 

the :reach of pr1Tate or go"n1"Dlll8ntal. agencies 113 the UD1ted states. I. 'IIJJ13' point oUt, 

rather, that there are SCJ118 m:UllODs of doU8rs 1Ih1ch haft been 'I18sted by the Off'ice of 

Alien Property, vh1ch 1I8n taken by the t1D1ted states ArIq 113 Gexmany and which were 

turDed aver to the OffIce of Alien Proper't7 to be 'Vested. These eaOUDts vere taken out 
/' 

of banks iD Qel'm8D7 where DO records existed .. to who the true aw.aers of these :f'u:pds 

were. They ere undoubtedly tu.nds which had beall destined tor the secret cotters of 

the Radparty' or liazi officials, aDd the c1rcuutances '9817 strongly suggest that they 

were currencies confiscated fran Jeva 88 to Vh1ch DO&CcCllU.Dting was eTer given or in

tended. The vSr:lfact that claimallta bave Dot appeared 'for these :tunds is the stronsest 

of 1nd1cations that at· least in subetaut1al.8IIOLUlt tbsse fUDds belonged 'tt) P;!"8ODS who 

could not press' any claims becauae tbsy ve1'8 killad in the lfazi concentration CBIlWs 

and vb.oae ame.ll lloa:rde of doUar i"uDds put tqp!Jther came to ..,..ra1 m.illiona or dollars. 

Tbsre are, in addition, claims to propertI.s vb1ch, are subJec::t to certaill conruct1ng 

claims. For example, the Office of Alien Pro.Pert,' baa vested diamonds 111 the amount of 

sam.evhera ~ of a million dollars vh1ch came f'raIl GermaD sources aDd vb1ch, in Tiew 

of the JRSO, almost certainlJ vere part ot the loot taken by the Bazis from German Jew. 
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Addltionalq, it. ~. 7830 wou.ld make it poe,8ible for DOD.o.Jev1sh organizations to 


receive a fair portion of this bulk settlemaut. T.be a:mou:ate Which could be claimed 


b;y rmchorgan1zati01ls '''U''e 80 small and the aamin1.atrat1ve problems so great, that 


... ;~DOne of these organizat1cma bas asked ~ be designated. Ulld.er Public Law 626. 1'b.is is 

not to say, howavar, that they should not bave • claim, aDd R. R. 7830 recogcizes that 

.they should not be barred. merrl,y by tbe adm:1n1&trative problems vb.ich I have pointed out. 

I 'IJJI3;y' ~ also that the bill which is nov under cons i.deration -- ll. B. 7830 

1& supported by aU ot the public-minded cSrg81l1zat1oDs to vhoae attention it bas CaDS • 


. It is l"8ooonable that it should be so supported, since, it is designed not only to carry 

out abumanitar1an objective but to im.Pl..ement legislation of the humanitarian nature 

which is already pert of the statute lawoi the tlDited states. Not to pass this bill 

vould be to negate the intention ot, the Congress ill enact1118 what is nov Section 32 (h) 

of the Trading With the EDeJQ' Act, and it voulc1 be to take back for reason of 

administrative burdens and canplex1ty that vh.1ch the Coagre8S obviously intended to be 

made available to the ,.urv1v1ng and De~ victims in tbetlD1ted states of Nazi persecution. 
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'l'.beae d1.e:monds paesecl, through t.bB baDd8 at the so-called D1amarJt-KoDtori as to which 8 

United states Mil1ta.ry Goverr:JlliSDt report ite.U states, subataut1al.l.y contemporaneously, 

that it vas formed ~xcluaiV8q to handle dJta:JD's t.akan :rraa J'ev1ah ,P81'88CUteeS. These 

are categories of CUes 111 vb.1ch proofs are ft1"7 d1f'1"1cult, alt.b.ousb I do have here 

'aDd call 8l.iDm:l.t the brief of the JBSO With respect to the. d1B111'DCls in question. Absolute 

,proofs of the sort vh1ch might be requ1red in nomal c1rcumstances are obv1ous~ next 

to im;posaiblein the aituatioc with vh1ch _ are dealing, aDd eftn it ,such proofs wre 

to be attempted it vould be 1\'ars before evidence could be assembled, hearings ,could ' 

be held,' I!lDd decisions on theae claims could be made. 

It haIJ been the assumption of tb8 mo that the Congress 1D passing Public Iav 626, 

'and the President 111 both signing the bill aDd de81gtJating the JRSO as successor 

orgo.nization, inteDded iD fact to bave moDie. II8de available for the reliet of needy 
, ~~t4..~. , ' 


'sunivins persecuteesA We, do notusUD18 that the Congre8s intended ,PlJ.blic Law 626 to 


empty legislation or that it vas intended to raise the hopes of those Wb.o are interested 

, ' 

in the wolf~ of these persecutees onq to baTe those hopes dashed against 8 vallot 

8dministrative flustrat1on. It 1s for tbase re~oD8 that we strongly support H. R. 7830, 

, a bill Wbich 18 designed to cut across t.h1allOl'88S of administrative difficulty and to 

achieve the result which 1188 intended by the CongreS8 aDd the President. 

lIe B. 7830 1s 8 simple bUl With a simple object. ,It does Dot alter the poliCieS 

of the tl'nited states in any' respect. It marel1 Jllakas a 'NaaoDable estimate of tbe amounts 

lm1ch mie;ht be recovered, 8l"ter long administrative procedures, by-successor orgcnizations, 

and allocates that Bum as 8 bulk settlement of tboae numerous individual claw. The 

successor orgac1zations vouldrece1va the amount of Ws eltlllate, and. wuld. in turn 

release their claims to thousands of bits aDd pieces of property. T.be Office of Alien 

Prapert;y vould ,be relieved of 8 burclcn 1i41ch cen onl;:r u1Qg ita machinery, and, most 

:lm;portant, people who are noy in need would receive SQ1118 small 1II88SUl'8 of aasiatanee 

while it is still possible to assist thBm. 
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January 23, 1958 

Mr. Saul Kagan 
Hotel Excelsior 
ftome, Italy 

Dear 	Saul: 

The ICA tells me that Mr. Saccio thinks the count~rpart 
proposal is out in the absence-of new legislation. 

I am seeking a conference with Saedo. I have also drafted 
a 'strong letter from Javits. Ives has merely passed Dr. Jellinek's 
letter on to the State Department. 

I hope that some Connecticut friends will explain to Saccio-- -..-.-.the error of his ways. Both Bob Eichholz and Ted. Tannenwald, both 
former general counsels of MBA, thought the statute was no barrier. 

1 alsc enclose copy of a self-explanatory letter to Monroe 
Goldwat~_r...._,.. I talked with Murray. Gurfein the other day, and sent _ 
him some old -- and some new -;. material. 

I hope Rome is more successful than Washington. 

Best 	regards, 

Seymour J. Rubin 

CC: 	 Mr. Kagan' 8 office in New York 
/ Dr. Meveai 
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January 23, 1958· 

Monroe Goldwater, Esquire, 

Chairman~ Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 

60 East 42nd Street 


. New York 17, New York 

Dear Monroe: 

As you know, the Office of Alien Property has been examining 

our claims, and, under our agreement with them, we have been assent

ing to withdrawal of those in which it affirmatively appears from their 

records that we have no vaHd claim. 


The question i3 now raised as to those cases in which their 

fUes show that the vestee himself was alive as of a recent date. 

Conceivably, under the statute, which requires "no reasonable douht 

that the former owner is dead", we could claim in the situation in which 

tb~ former owner is now at'ive, but dies before the claim comes on for 

hearing. .The question is whether we assent to withdrawal in the cases 

whe re the last information, faidy recent, is that he ·ls alive. 


The OAP tells me that this question involves a relatively small 

number of claims, and that the amounts involved are relatively small. 

They can, of course, proceed by getting a certification that the person 


.. is now alive, and then moving for swnmary dismis.al. 

I have no desire to cause OAP unnecessary work. I also want 

to preserve all possible assets for the lRSO, given the question whether _. 

unless we get firm support for the proposed legislation, in accordance 

wUh previous assurances to Nathaniel Goldstein andotbers -- a "bulk" 

settlement will be possible. 


Would you please give me your thoughts on this 1. My own feeling 
is that we should agree to withdrawal where (1) it is indicated that the 
former owner was alive as of mi4-19S7, (2) there is no indication that he 
has since then died, and (3) the apparent value of the claim is leas than $1.000. 

Be at regards, 

Seymour l. Rubin 
CC: 	Mr. Kagan (Rome and New York 


Dr. Heves\ 
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Dr. Heve.' 

Juuary 23, '1958 

M.... Arthur Schor 

Chief, Claims Section 

Clfte:e of Allea Prop....ty 

Department of S"atlc 8 


VlashfngtoD 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Schor: 

1 refer to you.r letters of laD"'...,. 11, 1958, 4eallna with 

certain JRSO clalms, and r.f.... partleal&rl,. to, JaSO claim DO. 13' 

(atated that recorda reflect the axlet.ftce of .. coulln who .u.cceldully 

prolecu.ted a clalm for the 1'etum of odie. prop'rtyJ DO claim filed 

for Mrs. Bender'. share)~ JRSO c1alm DO. 190 (v.atee Gurvlved by 

variou. relative. who have flled claim. fo. ,roperil••, it aot 'bela. 

Ipeclfled. whether the property .UbJect of the saso claim i. blcluded 

In such other claim.): JR:::O claim 'DO. '52 ("••tee dead. bu.t .urvlved 

by dau.ghter who haa fUecl claim DO. ""6, It Ilot belD••peclfled whether 

this laHatr claim hi {or tho property .u.bJect of the SRSO clalmh J aso 

claim no.ll9 (no 1mowle<ige that ve.tae I. allv., but .urvived by a 

81ster and nephew; nt? clatm (\led by .nch ..elatlva." aad lRSO claim 

no. 680 (veatee dead, but survived. 'by a widow who hal DDt ftled & claim). 


1 draw your attlltlltlcm to the provt.alo•• 01 Section lZ (h) of the 
Tradlng Wlth the Enemy'Act. a. ameaded, which , .. ovlde., lD relevaat' 
part: nAIl Orlml••tlo. 80 deslpaled. ahaU ba deemed .. luce.e.ol' 1D 

, 
tnt. pelt by operaUon of law •.•• aeNl'D mayba made, to Aft 

, 
oraaaisa

tlon '0 de,lpatlld.. Ca) ~re the .,Iran_ of two .,.a.. e from tile date 
of the veetlns o! the property or batere.t 1D ....ttOD. U the Prelldeat ••• 
determbacn ••• that there ,••0 ba.ta fOl'l'e••oaabla doubt that the former 
ownel' b dead and h survived by ao ,eI'.oa .1111'10 WUi.....ctlon 3Z to 
claim "s lucca.sor lD. lnter.at by iike..ltance. ".ri.a, 01' beque.Uand 
(b) aftt!'r the expbd.tlo:l of Juch time. If no etalm for tha ..etu"',of the 

property or mtel'e.t is pending.·' (Empha.a'. added' ... -. . 


In JRSO claim. 138, Z3' IUId 680. It afflnn&tt.,..l,. appear. f!'Om 
your referenC~ bttel's that the "equll'ement. of Seettoa 'Z (11) (b), •• above 

'quoted, are met. aDd that return ahould tJae .. efore ba :made to the JRSO. 
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I"t AMtKl\"AN JfWI:iH COMMITUf ' 

:3 '17, ii,: \4>" 
MEMORANDUM

,~Ct, ~-.S'l 

To Dr. Slawson 

·From Dr. Sevesi 

Subject Tbe impeBdins meeting between Gen. Clay and the tive Jewish organizations 

In February 1941, the Jewish organizations accepted the suggestion ot the 
U.S. authorities that the enactmentot the draft restitution law tor the U.S. Zone 
in Germany be postponed by 60 eys so as to give Gen. Clay an opportunity to 
achieve full inter-Allied (quadripartite) agreement on re8titution 1za all Germany. 
~e acquie8cence ot the Jewish organizations iD thi8 further delay.vas due to the 
insistence ot the authorities upon avoiding unilateral action uawelcome to tho 

'other.Allied powers, and also to the consideration that only some 20,% ot the con
tiscated Jewish property is located in the U.S. Zone (an estimated 3~ iein the 
British Zone, ~ in Berlin, and the rest in the French and Soviet Zones.) 

, In conjunction with this agreement, .Gen. Clay expressly committed himselt 
to proceed 'With the unilateral enactmut ot the 10nal law it by the end ot the 60 
days' period no prospect tor quadripartite enactment ot a unitorm restitution law 
tor all Germany materialized. 

Atter more than a 120 days (instead ot 60) wnt by 'Without any progress in 
inter-Allied discussions, on AugustS, 1941, Gen.,Silldring, then Assistant Secretary 
ot State tor Occupied Areas, invited the tift organizations to agree to another ' 
delay until Ootober 1, 1941, during \rhich a tinal effort to reach quadripartite 

'agreelllent would be made by Gen. Olay. The Jewish organization8 accepted this P08t
ponement 'With greet reluctance, and only under the oondition that October 1, 1941 
was expressly recognized as the tinal target date either tor quadrilateral agreemeut, 
or, as desired by the Jewish organizations, tor independent enactment in the V.S. 
Zone ot the draft law worked out ,in agreement 'With, them. This zonal draft law vas, 
'With the exception ot some teatures,subject to enactment by supplementary U.S. 
executive decree, approved also by the Ge~ Laenderrat tor the U.8. Zone. 

,By insisting upon one-sided enactment iD the U.S. Zone alone, they may haft . 
Jeopardized, at least to some extent and. tor 80me time, the tate ot 80,% ot Jowish 
property domiciled outside'tL the U.s.· Zone. By abaDdonillg altogether their:.inaistenoe 
upon unilateral U.S. IOnal action, they would have signed a cart. bloncbe, en
abling the tour powers to negotiate an entirely nev statute ,'Without an opportunity 
tor the tive Jewish organizations to have 80118 irlf'luence upon its tormulation, but 
'With timple opportunity tor the official llegct1atDr8 to inJect hrto the l.av proViSions 
retleoting the croving trel1d ot 8UPPOrt1Dg German as against Jewishilltere8'ts. 

. In, this race tor German triendship the SoYiet Union 'has been and still is 
the .cemaker by its insistence upon the.cheat ot all heirless property to the 
German._,leender, and its retusal to recognize the power ot TietimB ot pereecution 
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to avoid traneactions entered into b1 them under a general state ot duress. 'lbey 

insist on fUll proof of direct duress in every individual case. T.be French position 


,has Bot been very far trom that ot the Sonets. Until 'the end ot July, 'the British 
authorities, indicated 8RWillingnese to accept most ot the basic provisions ot the 
American draft law. In August, however, under the ettect ot their ditticulties in 
falestine, they suddenly cancelled their agreement. !his was the situation in 
Au£'let, at the moment the October 1, target date was agreed upon. 

On September 29, the tive organizations received word trom. Judge LeV'inthal 
~ 	 that the .ttoris to reach inter-Allied agreement (even with the British) "eeemed 
hopeless," and thatp tlleretore, Gen. Clay, "reluctant11 and against his better ' 
Judgment" promised Judge LeVinthal "unilateral enactment 'in the U.S. Zone" alone. 

On the same clq, a tew hours later, Yr. llason reporied trom Berlin that this, 

was not so because at a last miJlute U.S ... British meeting agreement was reached 

with the British on all issues connected with a bi-lateral law, with the exception 

of the question ot the euccessor organization tor heirless, unclaimed and communal 

properiy which the British wanted to have created within Gen:IB.D Jurisdiction, and 

in a ma.rmer perm1:ttina each Zone Commander to oonstitute the aaenc1 according to his 

tree will in his own &one. Aareementon this point would have meant the elimination 

ot the JewiBh Restitution Commission. 


While it 8eems that the U.S. negOtiators did not yield to this British de

mand, they did detinitely yield to the 8ecOM major British oO!lditicn, .aamely the 

limitation ot the power ot avoidance ot pereecutee claimants to transactions entered 

into after the eMetment or the Nuremberg Lava in 1935. As a result, transactioDs 

made between 1933 and 1935 would not be protected b1thepower ot avoidance. 


The most important let.. back was rep~esented, however, by the tact that the 
U.s. - British negotiatio~8 had not ~en oonducted on the basis ot the U.S. lonal 

law but on the basis or a new draft, unknown to the Jewish organizatioDB, and pre

pared tor use in the previous quadripaziitenegotiations. According to Mr. Mason, 

it is "badly draw in many respects, and will have to be implemented in many ways." 

It is obvious that tinal U.S. '. British agreement on IUch a basis would have meant 

a groBsly unsatistactory solution trom the Jewish point ot view. 


fortunately, on October 1, the British 1ntOZ'lD8cl Geft. Clay that they oould 
not, on their pari, Sift tinal clearance to this bi-soDal law in less than three 
weeks. Gen. Clay 'thereupon declared that be would not wait any longer and. that the 
unilateral U.S. law would be promulgatecl. At tbe s.. tizne, he cmtrruled the iaeistence 
ot Mr. Ball, head or the U.S. finance Division in Germany, that the U.S. - British 
bi-:onal dratt serve as basis tor the U.S. zonal law, instead ot the original American 
draft as approved by the Laenderrat. , Be approved, howeTer, ot the inclusion ot the 
&hitting ot the starting date ot the power or avoidance trom 1933 to 1935. He alao 
accepted Mr. Ball's suggestion that the Laenderrat should be asked wbether it vas 
prepared to enact immediately the clratt approved b1 tbamas a German law, with the 
understanding that in the negative case a military govel"11lll8nt law will be iasued. 

AB matters' stand today, it may be said that inspite or his manifest pre

ference tor a quadripartite solution which would have exempted the U.S. from' the 

etfect ot certain political complications in Germany and with the other Allies, 
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Gen. Clay, in the end, took the decision \/bieb is lavourable to Jewish interests. 
It is OlwiOU8 that a satisfactory law in the U.S. Zone represents. leftl below 
which at least the British cannot go too lar in their Own decisions. 

28 'Problsms pf ImplementAtion to be Discpssed ¥Jib Gen. Clal 

a. !he 4esignationof the Jewish Restitution Commission as a successor 
organization. ' 

!his Objective must be achieved in the course of the interview with the 
General. It is also desirable to request that the order desipating the Jewish 
Restitution Commission provide for its attachment to the Army (with the necessary 
lacilities for functioning assured), and for its accees to all documents bearirlg on 
restitution. Yr. Ilason suggest~, 1'Urt.bermore, tbat under lIilitary laws. leneral 
license begivsn the Jewish Restitution Commission authorizing it to receive the 
assignment of, and to prosecute, claims of living claimants, automatically treeing 
from property control properties restituted Under the law. (This suggestion is. mo
tivated by Yr. Ball's intent to include in the final text a proviso banning aesign
ments to the successor orga~ization for heirless property. Ur.Ball is invariably 
and viciously opposed to the recognition of the Jewish suocessor organization, and 
thie point of view of his i8 represented by Mr. Bennett who has accompanied the 
General to the U.S., and who is hie chief advisor here on these _tters. ntese gentle
men are advocating a non-denominational organization. Their opposition to assign
ment!' is motivated by the baseless argument tbat the Jewish Restitution Commission 
would buy, up thousancls of cla..1ma from "fugees. {"!hie would mean that the me would 
give dollars for frozen marksS-I) All this seems to indicate the need of the suggested 
licensing. It may be indicated also to point out to the General~the unfriendly
attitude of the Finance Division. ' 

b. Refund of consideration received bl claimante 01 reetitution. 

1Ir. Ball's position i. that the final. law aho,ul4 provide that conSiderations 
received by persecutee sellers in hard currencies ehouldbe paid back in dollars to 
the holders of property. Since the General may be inclined to accept this proposal 
under the prompting of hia ambition of easing the financial burden of ths U.S. in 
Germany, it will be necessary to o onvincehim that this would frustrate restitution, 
and to 'Win him over to the position that the relund be made exclusively in Marks gained 

, frOlfl the claimants' own unblocked tunds or throllgb the clearing fund. ' 

c. Central tiling acency. 
, wf 

811Ch an asency &bonld be aet up tor the ~iling~re8titutioD clatms. !be Jewish 
successor organi&ation should be authorized to keeptabro~the registered claims. 

d. Regulation of claims tiled by others than the original persecutee. 

fhese claimants (testamentary heira, 'inte;state 8uccessors or assignees) should 
be held to turnish full prooot of their titl.. This I i. all tbe aore ilaportant .s, upon
Mr. Ball's insistence there will be DO limitation to the rigbtof inheritance at &DJ 
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degree ot succession, a c1rcumst&Dce yhich will clraatically reduce the scope ot 
heirless property. 

1 

e. .Jurisdiction. 

. In accordance Yith Gen. Clay's promise -.de to the JeYieh orgam.zations in . 
November, 1946, a u.s. Board ot Review should. be eatablished in the Le~ Dinsion 
ot the M1lituy Gover.nment. It should appoint Proctors tor the ottecti.,. supervision 
ot the German Restitution Authorities. .r 

In the Restitutio~ Chamberst the per.:cutee Judge should be selected from the 
same group ot victims to Which the .claimant belol1led. . 

·u..n 

These are. the major poillts to be-ilicussed with the General. The liet may be· 
extended, ldlile lome points _y be 0.IIIitted tor later presentation. !.be technicians 
ot the tive organisations are in process ot preparirag the necesBArY _moranda, and ot 
devising the strategy ot discussion. It i8 deemed necess&rf that ~tore the meeting 
yith the General on 'l'u.e8day or Wednesday attemoon (Ootober 14 or 15) in Washington, 
the leaders ot theti.,. organisations meet with the teChnical group tor discussing 
the prooedure. . 

I ..... 

. . 

The LaeDderrat'eanswer to the invitation to enact the lonallay may be eo 
delayed as to coincide with the time ot the DOW extant British clearance ot the bad-
bi-son&! draft. In this waYt the undesirable bi-sonal solution may re-emerge. It 
yould be deamble to make sure with the General that there vUl be no more. d.eviation 
trom his latest deciaionto act unilaterally. 
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December 13, 1948 

'lOs ' Seymour J. Bnb1D 

m()(s 	 Max" Isenbergh 

SUBJECTs 	 lour memorandum or December 8th on proposed amendment to Section 34 
ot tbe!rad1ng with the Bnem;r Act. 

On the m.eritsot your proposal, I am ot course incomplete accord. With 
respect to the drattiDg, 1 stitle lIT 1mpulaes, t1rst 'becana. I am hast1l1' 
preparing to leave tor GerM.tl7, and aecond because 1 think ::rou should verr 
thorollgb.l.7 confer 1nt~ with .1...a MorrisSQIl or the Department or , 
lustice, who is nov theaeniar expert OIl T:rad1.Dg-:with-~ct jargon. 
Qaa thing I shall1leDtion howner, is that1nstead ot referring to-victims 
ot political, racial or religious persecution,· it might be preterable to 
reter to -persona eligible to receiVe returns under the provisos :Jt sub
division (e) or (D) of aubsection (a) (2) hereof.w (The latter is the 
tormula used in S 2764.) 

Iou should also knOll aboat ..,. experience in this field last sprlq. 
When the G1DId.bwI bill on war cla,- (1 cannot recall the number) vas undO!' 
discussion in :the SeDate, the SeDate aubcommitte., ot which Senator Cooper 
vas chairman, ;proposed to Dat-rar.r the present categories ot persons el1tible 
laB debt C]·'MN 1UIder Sect1aa. 34. lDteed, the subco.lllldtte. had emerge4 
with a draft which vit.bdrev the pr1v.ue. tram the presentq' eligible :Jate- , 
fP1!1' ot -nataral persons who are 8..'DI:! have been since the 'beg!nning or the 
war residents ot the United ,States.- E'ftIll Senator Cooper, who gave me enl'1' 
iIlpreasion or having a sy.mpathetle attitude, waS 'Y8r7 sleN' to accept rq' 
pleu that the prooposecl deletion should not be lISde. 

1 tell 70U this because, unl.... ,au think 70U v1lltlDd a JIOl"8 sympathetic 
attitude, J'DU lDIQ' decic1a it vauld, be better not to 1nv.lte reconsideration 
ot Section 34. Posaibq, instead of accepting "J'OU%' recol'llll!ftl'ldation tar, ' 
enlarging the claaaof elig1blea, 8CIIII8 Congress _" M1' take the occasion 
to preas again tor the restriet1Gll vh1ch vas advocated Iaat spring. On th1s 
iasae, too, of oourse, J'OIl CU\ depml apcm good advice .f'rom .1... JIor.ri18aon. 
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Jewish Restitution Successor Organization 
270 MADISON AVENUE 

New York 16, N. Y. 

February 11, 1958 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: Dro Eugene Revesi 
Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
Dr 0 Simon Segal 

rn<l4: Saul Kagan 

Enclosed please find the text of the proposed statement by Mr. Goldwater for 
. the hearings on the Heirless Property Bill which are scheduled for February 20th. 

Our Bill H. R.1830 will be taken up by the Subcammittee on Comme,rce and Finance 
of the House Committee on Interstate and· Foreign Commerce. 

I would appreciate it very much if statements could be sent by the American Jewish 
Committee and,the American Jewish Congress in support of this Bill. I assume that 
you will take proper care to make sure that the letters fran the respective 
organizations do not follow too closely the text of the proposed statement by 
Mr. Goldwater.'. I hope very much'that you Will be able to arrange that the 
respective statements are sent out before the end of this week. I would appreciate 
it if copies could be sent to Seymour Rubin and to me for our records. 

<,,'''. 

~) _,__ ---.S~ 

Saul Kagan 

Enclo 

MEMBER ORGANIZ.ATIONS --_____________ 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE AGUDAS ISRAEL WOllI.D ORGANIZAnON WOllI.D JEWISH CONGRESS COUNCIL FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF THE IUGHTS AND INTEllESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY BOARD OF DEPtmES OF BRITISH JEWS CONSEIL 

BEPBESENTATIF DES JUIrS' DE FRANCE • CENTRAL BRmSH FUND . JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT 

DISTRLBtJTlON COMMITTEE. INC. • JEWISH CULTURAL BECONSTRucnON. INC. • lNTERESSENVEIl'l"RETtlNG lSBAELITISCHER IULTUSGEMElNDEN 


IN THE U. S. ZONE OF GERMANY • ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION 


OPERATING AGENTS -------___________ 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE • AMEJUCAN JEWISH JOINT DISTlUBunON COMMlTTEE. INC. • JEWISH CULTURAL BECONSTRucnON. INC. 
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My name is Monroe .Goldwater. lam a member of the . law firm of Goldwater and Flynn , 

.60 East 42nd Street, New York 17, New York, and I am Chairman of the Board of Directors 

of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization. The Jewish Restitution Successor 

.Organization, which I shall refer to hereinafter as the JRSO, is a New York charitable 

membership corporation. The JRSO stronglY urges the prompt enactment of fiG R. 7830. 

The background of H. R. 7830 and the reasons why it is legislation which is 


ne~essary and is strongly in. the public interest are as follows .. 


The JRSO was designated by President Eisenhower as the organization to file claims 

under Public Law 626. Under the provisions of that act, which had widespread bipartisan 

support in both houses of Congress , it was contemplated that claims would be filed by 

a successor organization or successor organizations, and that on the basis of these 

claims returns would be made of unclaimed or heirless property vested by the Alien 

Property Custodian, with the proceeds of such property being used for the relief and 

rehabilitation of needy persecutees now in the United States. It was contemplated, as 

is evident ~ram the Committee reports upon which Public Law 626 was based 1 that the 

procedures of that law would result in substantial sums -- a top limit of $3 million 

being set -- being quickly put to use for these rehabilitation and relief purposes .. 

Numerous safeguards were placed around the law to ensure that all proceeds of this 

property would· be devoted to this relief activity. 

It has become apparent, however, during the course of experience in the last two 

years that the procedures of Public Law 626 placed an untoward and almost impossible 

administrative burden on both the successor organization designated by the President, and 

on the agency of the United States Government having most to do with the carrJing out 
" 

of this program -- that is , the Office of Alien Property.. The reason for this 

administrative burden is inherent in the type of claims filed by the successor organization. 

By definition, those claims are filed to property which belonged to persons who died in 
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concentration camps. without heirs; and, of necessity, documentation is almost ·completely 

a.bsent. Secondly, thez:e are numerous claims in which amounts are small and problems 

of proof are grea.t. Thus, the individual processing of some thousands· of claims has 

proved to be a time consuming, expensive and frustrating task for those charged with 

the carrying out of the commendable purposes of Public Law 626 •. 

It is· noteworthy that there are substantial assets subject to claims cC the JRSO 

as to which the facts are beyond the knowledge of any persons who can be found.. These 

are cases in which the presumption is very great that they involve very substantial. 

heirless assets, but as to Which proof is difficult to adduce. I do not speak in this 

connection of the thousands of cases in which addresses are unknown and in which people 

are in areas to ~ich access is impOSSible, 8S to which facts of all sorts are beyond. 

the reach of private or governmental agencies in the United States. I may point out, 

rather, that there are some millions of dollars which have been vested by the Office of 

Alien Pro:!?erty, which were taken by the United Sta.tes Arr!Jy in Germany and which "I-rere 

turned over to the Office of Alien Property to be veuted. These. amounts were taken out 

of banks in Germany where no records existed as to who the true owners of these funds 

were. They were undoubtedly funds Which had been destined for the secret coffers of . 

the Nazi party or Nazi officials, and the circumstances very strongly suggest that they 

were cl~rencies confiscated fram Jews as to which no accounting was ever given or in

tended. The very fact that claimants have not. appeared for these fundsie the strongest 

of indications that at least in substantial amount these funds belonged to persons who 

could not press any claims because they were killed in the Nazi concentration camps 

and whose small hoards of dollar funds put together came to several millions of dollars. 

There are, in addition, claims to properties which are subject to certain conflicting 

claims. For exa:r.1ple, the Office of Alien Property has vested diamonds in the amount of . 

somewhere upward of a million dollars wich c'sme from German sources and which, in view 

of the JRSO, almost certainly were part of the loot taken by the Nazis from German Jews. 
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These diamonds passed through the hands 01' the so-called Diamant-Kontor, as to which a 

United States Military Govermnent report itself states, substantially contemporaneously, 

that it was tormed exclusively to handl~ diw:o.onds taken trom Jewish persecutees. These 

are categories 01' cases in which proofs are very difficult, although I do have here 

and can submit the brief of the JESO With respeqt to the diamonds in question. Absolute 

proofs of the sort which might be required in normal circumstances are obviously next 

to impossible, in the situation with which we are dealing, and even if such proofs were 

to be attempted it would be years before evidence' could be assembled, hearings could 

be held, and decisions on these claims could, be made. 

It has been the assumption of the JRSO that the Congress in passing Public Law 626, 

and the President in both signing the bill and designating the JRSO as successor 

organization, intended in fact to have monies made available for the relief of need~y 
. \" ~ "'" ". , 

surTiving persecutees~ We do n~t assume that the Congress intended Public Law 626 to 

empty legislRtton or that it ,laS intended to raise the hopes of those who are interested 

in the welfare of these persecutees only to have those hopes dashed against a well,o'f' 

administrative trustration. It is for these reasons ,that we strongly support H. R. 7830, 

a bill which is designed to cut across this morass of administrative difficulty and to 

achieve the result "hich was intended by the Congress and the President'. 

H. E. 7830 is a simple bill With a simple object. ' It does not alter the policies 

of the United states in any reGpect. It merely makes a reasonable estimate of the amount3 

11hic11 might be recovered, after long administrative procedures, by successor organizations, 

and allocates that SlllD. as a bulk settlement of those numerous individual claims. The 

successor organizations would receive the amount of tDis estimate and would in turn 

release their clRima to thousands of bits and pieces of property. The Office of Al:ten 

Property wou~d be relieved of a burden which can only clog its machinery, and, most 

inpol~ant, people ~ho are now in need would receive some small measure of assistance 

while it is still possible to assist them. 
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Additionally,H. R. 7830 would make it possible for non-Jewish organizations to 

receive a fair portion of this buL~ settlement. ,The amounts which could be claimed 

by snch organizations were so small and the ~nistrat1ve problems so great, that 

none of these organizations has asked to be designated under Public Law 626. This is 

noi to say, however, that they should not have a claim, and H~R.7830 recognizes thet 

they should not be barred merely by the admin1stra~ive problems which I'have pointed outo 

I may say also that the bill which is, now under consideration -- Ho R. 7830 -

is supported by all of the public-minded organizations to whose attention it has came. 

It is reasonable that it should be so supported, since it is designed not only to carry 

out a humanitarian objective but to implement legislation of the humanitarian nature 

ynlich is already part of the stat~te law of the United states. Not to pass this bill 

would be to negate the intention of the Congress 1n enacting what is now Section 32 (h) 

of the Trading With the Ene:ny Act, and it would be to take hacle for reason of 

administrative burdens and complexity that which the Congress obviously intended to be 

made available to the surviving and needy victims in the United States of Nazi persecution, 
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