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Feferance is mude to the le ter addressed by Hr. ¥William Hallem
Tuck, then Director feneral of the Intarnatimml fefugee Organization, on
April 23, 1949 to the Assistant Socretary of itate, hr. Thorp. In bhat
lettor the fope wae expreassed that it would be possitle promptly to
achleve pyryment o a*'nrf:xiwtal“ 1k zail};ién Swiss franes by the Covernment
of Switzerland to the Internstional Refuges &rganimtim and an advance
payment of 100 =31lion escudos out of the proceeds of derman assels in
F'o’rtugal.‘ These bsums t‘.ug»:;;at'nér 'nake up a balance of ﬁ,i‘:'}’ ,E:'OO,GQ{} which is
gtill lacking from the fund of $29,000,000 allocated ier refuges needs
unddar the Paris Pe!}aration Agreenment and the I‘:u?e Svriiiy mgraenern'b of
1 June 1946,

Tt is understood that in the reoent discussicns last llay and June
between the United States, the United Kingdom and France on tha one side
and Switzerland on the other, the United Stutes favored the making of a
request to the Bwiss delegation for the further advance payment of
approximately 1k mi.llion Swiss franes. It is und eratcad » however, that
smeh & request was not in fact delivered to the Swiss delggation and that
the matter is to he taken up once more when the Swiss-Allied discussions
reconvens, pregsumably in the Fall of this vear.

The recent oceurrence of certain events uskes it appropriste to
discuss this matter once more and for the International Refugee drganizsa-
tion réspectmiijr 1o ui:'ga that the Allied Governsemts immediately forwsrd
to the Government of Switzeriand .a request for a further advance. In so
dc:irigg," the International Refugee Organization hears in mind the always
syopathetic and helpful attituds of j:}m Governnent of the niled Stutesd

1. Since the adjournzent of the .f'facervli; Swigs=-Allied discussions,
changes have teken place in the rate of exchange applicable to the
Portugiese escudo. It Wwill e recalled that the total amount receivable
by the Internationzl Tiefugee Organization on behalY of persecutees was

Tixed in dollars ({25,000,000) under the Faris Keparation iprecment and the
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Five Fower Agracment of 1 June 1946. Of this tﬁtﬁl, £75500,000 is gtill due,
1% is understood ﬁh&t 100 million eséudns gre earmarked wnder th@~?artugu@é@~
Ailxﬂd,éﬂr@ermmt which was injitisled in Pebruary 47 tut hes not as yet been
implementedt At the official rate of aﬁéh&mg@, this sum of 100 million es-
cudog 1s équivalen% to ﬁﬁ,uﬁﬁ,OOO. 'Converting the bLalance af'§~,020,000 into
Swiss francs st the.offidial:rate of axchange of L.28, 1%t becomes apparent that
the aun of 1?,205,&90 Bwiss francs is the appropriate sum which should be re=
i 2ated from the government of Swltzerland. This latter figare should be gulm
stituted f&r Lhe figure of 1l ﬂilli&n Swiss Drancs whiech has been used in
previcus &iscua&inna. ' .
2. Ae the Nepartment of State is avare, in discpasisnslwhich have

en wlaco auuseq"eﬁt to the rvceﬂt 3wiaswh“llpd newoﬁlations, the Coverrment
of t}w hnitad Kiﬂg&Om has inﬁlcﬂved a Wi lliﬂgnesm to support the raqu@sﬁ b0 ﬁa
addressed to the Sovernment of Switz erlard.‘ In view of the previous indica-
ticns to the effect that the fmericsn mnd French Governments were, during the
recent nagﬁtiaﬁieﬁ§, pr&p&red to reauest>this'éﬂvance,'it would seem feasible

bat guch a reguest be made ab this time. |

| 3. Offlcials of the &nt~rnufiunal R@fnpne Organizatien have

recently had conversations with Hinister 3tucki in Bern. During the course of
theée talks ginigter Stucki indicated his willingness to recommend payment of
a further advance to the International ¥efugee Crganization, stated that he
regarded such pavment ag having griarity over any othcr payments under bthe
Accord, and sugpested, in response to a question ss to what the International
Refugeefbgé&ﬁiaéiiéh wight do %o &&vance this matter, that further discussions
he heldfwiﬁﬁ the United States Departuent of State. It must ve stated that
it is ndt'éﬁtirely clear from the record of the International hefupee Cr-
wanizatian;éwiQS‘&isGusnions whethsr the Swiss Sovernmsent will malke &

farther advanne lmmediately upon receiph of an Allisd fequnst (a5 was once
hefore indieated) or whether the Swiss advance will be made in connsction
with Qvérall settlenment of Swiss-illied differences. Hevertheless, it
would &p@aar ﬁhaﬁ there is Javficiart caupe For opblaism on uwig GCore 80 4%

to 3u4t1fv‘&n imsediate request to be addressed to the Gwiss »Jvernmﬁnt.
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In $his connection, it may ’5@ pointed out thet if in faect the
Swiss Governmsnt is prepared to make an advance o:xl;y. in comnection with
overall settlement of outstanding issues, this fact will undoubtedly be
made plain by the Gawmuanﬁ af Swi*bae:lamd,, and no prejudice will resuld
eithervté the objectives of the International Refugee Organlzation or of
the Allied Covermments fronm the making of the request. lHoreover, should
guch a request be made and answered fsvorably, one of the nUHeYoUs probleas
nov outstanding would e z\émcved from the spenda for the fortheoming Swiss~
Allied meeting. in addition, the present meeting of the Ueneral Gouncil
of the Intarnstional Refugee Organization would afford an excellent

‘ 0}"??91'%&*11%‘;; for follow-ip digscussions betwsen the Director General of the

International Refugee Organizabion, Mr. Xingsley, and Swiss authorities.

Tn view of these circumstances, it is respsctfuliy‘urg@é that the
Gavernzment of the United Statea consult with the ﬁavernmshts of the
United Wingdom and France with a view toward the wmaking of an imuediate re-
guest to the Swise Qovernment for an advance to the International Refugee

arganizatieh of the sum of 17,209,600 Swiss franca.

International Befugee Organization
Hashingbony De Ce

October L, 1949
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Octoser 65 1949

Yro Jo Donald Kingsley

Director General A
International Refugzes Orpgandization
{ieneva, Switverland

Dear Mr. Kinpgsleys:

I enclose copy‘of‘the nenorandun vhich I left with dr. Thorp during
the course of my conference with him on October l, 19L9. '

Upon recelpt of ir, Hacking's letter of September 30 relating to
the conversstion which he and “r. Xullman hed with ¥inister Stucki on September 28,
I discussed informally wilth appropriate offlcials of the State Dapariment the status
of the tripartite recuest which the 31lled Jovernments had been considering for some-
time. The ited States has been anxious to move abead and obtain the talance of
reparation funds due to make up the full §25,000,0005end during the course of the
4llied=Gwiss negotiations held last May and June, the United States sought to obbain
the agreement of the Aritish and French to request a further payment from the Swiss
Government. The French agreed to join in sueh & request, ut unfortunately the |
Sritish did not come prepared with adequate instructions covering this point., The

e result vas that the sllied Governments did not request & further payment for the I
s, during the cowrse of ihe negotiations last ilay. $ince the essential preresuisite

to IRG's obtaining additional funds from the lwiss under the Faghington Accord is
that 2 request for such payment be made by the three Allies, all of our efforts on
tils side of the ocean have for & very long time been devoted o persuading the
Allied Uovernments to make such a2 request.

: After the negotiations were concluled in ¥Washington in June, I cone
tinued to urge the United Htatem to facilitate the presentation of a tripartite re-
quest to the Swiss. 8ince the French advised the United States that they were resdy
to Join in such a request, there remained only the concurrence of the Hritish to be
votaineds The United Stotes approached the Fritish on this subject through diplomstie
channels in Augusty and theugh & rerly has not yet been recelived, the Tepariment has
reason to helieve that the ¥ritish will now be willing to agree to the tripartite
request.

The receipt of laeking's account of the talk with Stecki provided an
excellent cccasion for me to call upon &r. Thorp to point out to him that the amount
of 1 million Swiss francs which iire Tuck had previcusly requested in his letter of
April 22 to . Perier and his letter of April 23 to Mr., Thorp should be increased
to 17,205,000 Swiss francs in order to make up the loss occagioned by the devaluation
of the tortuzuese escudoj and to urge ir. Thorp to take aprropriate action to accelerate
the presentation of a tripartile request.

S5ince I deemed it appropriate to be accompanied by the hiphest ranlking
T4 oificial in the washingten Office, in Ceneral Wood's absence I requested
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Colonel Nick to accompany me and he readily agreed. As you will note from the enw
closed memorandum which I left with ¥r. Thorp, I was careful to wake clear that I did
not know whether lir. Stuckl would respond to the tripartite request for a Hurther pay-
nent to IR0 immediately upon receipt of such request or whether he would be inclined

te delay until the many problems, intercustodial, etc., between the Bwiss and the
Allies were completely ironed out., ¥r. Thorp and the other Ctate Department officials
were wost sympathetic to the request thalt they acéelerate the presentation of the
tripartite request. They understand that IRO's sole interest in these matters is to
obtain the repovation funds in order thet the assistance contemplated by the reparation
treaties may be made zvailable to the persecutees without further delay.

As 1 indicated in my calbe to you teday, in my opinion tne guestions
of bilateral 3wiss-Allied negotiations, inlercustodial provlems and the like cannoi
properly be raised by IB0 since IH0's position with respect to the Vashingbon Accord
ig that of a third party beneficlary concerned only with {those provisions of the Accord
wiich permit the Allied Uovernments to draw immediately up to 50 =illion Swiss francs
for the If0. I do not under any circumstances think it appropriate Lfor the IHD to
relay or elucidate to ¥r. Thorp lr. Stucki's points reparding bilateral agreements or
any of the other problens which are the subject of discussion between the Swiss and
the Allies and which are matters of no proper concern to the IRO.

As I also indicated in my cable, the fact that we may be sceptical
about whether Iir. Stucki will respond favorably to a tripartite reguest is not a
reagon for THD not to ask for that reguest to be made. Since IRC stands in the pogi~
tion of a trustee in the s dmnistration of the reparstion program, 1t is oblipged to
take all appropriate measures which imay produce the reparation funds with the least
possible delay. A tripartite reguest to the Swiss is in any case an essential pre-
requisite to any further payment by the Dwiss to the T70 under the Accord; and the IRO
position, as established in the previous lethters to #. Perier and M¥r., Thorp, has been
to ask that such request be made as soon as possible. The fact should not be over—
looked that it was {throuzh IRQ initiative that the three Allied Jovernments presented
the original reguest to the Swiss to pay the 20 million Swiss francs; and it was also
IRC initiative which resulted in the payment of the 20 million Swiss f{rancs since
Wre Stucki bad had a tripartite request on iils desk for many months. It was only:
wihen IR0 appealed to him on humanitarisn grounds that he arvanged for the paymesnt.

T hope that a tripartite reguest will soun be presented to the (overn=
ment of Switzerlend. We should not act on the anticipation of a rejesction of such
a requesht. The Swiss Covernment once before recognized the humanitarian needs and ;
made the requested payment of 20 1illion 3wiss francs. The official Swiss press
release when the Swiss decided to pay the requested 20 willion Swiss francs clearly
stated that the payment was made on humanitarian grounds because of the serious plight
of the refugees. The general atumosphere with respect to a setilement of the differsnces
between the Allies and the Swiss on those matters which are not INO's concern is more
favorable now that it was previously.

here are many factors which Justify at least a mild optimism about
a further payment. The fact that the #liied Governments will request a further and
last payment of 17,205,600 Swiss francs for IR0 while Mr. Stuckl probably anticipates
a request for the full 30 million Swiss francs may be another factor which would
influence ifr. 3tucki to make the further payment.
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In any case, it appears Lo be the view of the United States, both
now and when our previous letters were discussed, that the making of the request
could not prejudice our case, and that, while such a request may not be.a suf-
ficient condition, it is z necessary condition precedent to any hope of payment.

I will, of course, keep you informed of further developments.

Sincerely wours,

Abba F, Schwartz

Enclosure
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125, Rue de Lausanne,
Geneva,

W ‘ 22na October 1948
/740&/9441‘411 éfz‘49*“dg i )0 i /

- ané
- Dear George, /<W,J-W “p

I enclose, informally, a copy of a detailed report
on reparations which 1 presented to lir. Tuck and which I
have suggested that he forward to the Five Fowers. Since
I do not know what changes, if any, he will make in the
document, please do not consider this the finished product
until you receive another copy through the normal channels.
In the meantime, I thought you would be interested in glancing
through it, since it sets out in detail what we have done in
the last fif‘teen months.

1

Since 1 do not have another copy in finished form
“to send to Jack Todd, I would apprefiate if' you would passg
. this on to him after you nave read it, since he is quite
familiar with the technlcal aspect of the program.

?r

A great deal has occurred since I last saw you in
Paris. 8ir Arthur spent several days in London conferving
with the Foreign Office and Sir Herbert. He returned determined
to. f'ind an excuse for not paying the JIC Transportation costs
to Palestine. He told me that he expected strong pressure to
be brought to force payments to be made to JOC and that ne,
k¥r., LEdmonds and Sir Herbert thought that such costs should be
met fram reparations. He reported that Sir Herbert thought that
f{ransport Costs to TFalestine were included in the Reparation Frojects
which he had approved.

I advised 5ir A. that I thougnt Sir Herbert's memory

was failing him, since such costs were specifically excluded

. from the JC approved projects. 1 furnished Sir 4. with the
projects which were submitied by JIX to 3ir Herbert, and with
Sir derbert's letter of avproval, which together constitute the
JOC approved reparation projects. I enclose, for your information,
a copy of the memcoandun which I sent to Mr, Tuck on the subject
and & copy of the JOC plans together with Sir Herbert's letter
of approval.

Sir A. was very unhépr to find that I was correct and
as a double check he said he would send all the data to 8ir
Herbert for turther advice.

I requested a meeting with Mr, uck to discuss this
matter, but as usually haprend it was impossible to talk to
him alone. There were present Sir Arthur, ir. Tuck, Dr. Fullbnan
and myself, Sir Arthur took the position that:

(1) Neither he nor ¥r. Tuck knew that substantial
reparation payments had been paid to the JDC; he said ne
thought the funds were piled up in the bank.

(2) since the JIX has received reparation funds
in the amount of about #,700,000 in different currencies,
there is no reason why IR0 should pay large sums for immigration
to Palestine,

(3) In determining what payments should be made to JDC
IRC should take into account the substantial funds made available
through reparations as well as the large amounts " which they
receive frow the Jews in the States.” 337772
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125, Rue de Lausanne,
Geneva.

W | 22nd October 1948
/74"V‘Jé;‘411 LAJ
tZ o)

an#
Dear George, /<W/M M/D

I enclose, informally, a copy of a detailed report
on reparations which 1 presented to Mr. Tuck and which I
have suggested that he lorward to the Five Fowers. Since
1 do not know what changes, if any, he will isake in the
documnent, please do not consider tnis the finished product
until you receive another copy through the normal channels,
In the meantime, 1 thought you would be interested in glancing
through it, since it sets out in detail what we have done in
the last fifteen months.

‘ Since 1 do not have another copy in rinished form
1tu send to Jack Todd, I would apprefiate if you would pass
.. this on to him after you have read it, since he is quite
fFiamlllar with the technical aspect of the program.

A great deal has occurred since I last saw you in
Paris, &ir Arthur spent several deys in London conferring
© with the Foreign Office and Sir Herbert. He returned determined
to. find an excuse for not paying the JOU Yransportation costs
to Palestine., He told me that he expected strong pressure to
be brought to force payments to be made to JIX and that he,
kr. Edmonds and Sir Herbert thought that such costs should be
met fram reparations. He reported that Sir Herbvert thought that
{rangport Costs to Palestine were included in the Reparation erJccts
which he had approved.

I advised Sir A, that I thought Sir Herbert's memory
was failing him, since such costs were specifically excluded
. fram the JOC approved projects. I furnished Sir A, with the
- projects which were submitied by JIC to Sif Herbert, and with
Sir Herbert's letter of approval, which together constltute the
JDC approved revaration projects. I enclose, for your information,
a copy of the memoanduwn which I sent to Mr, Tuck on the subject
and a copy of the JOC plans together with Sir Herbert's letter
of approval,

3ir A. was very unhaupy to find that I was correct and
as a double check he said he would send alil the data to 8ir
Herbert for further advice.

I requested a meeting with Mr. Tuck to discuss this
matter, but as usually hapoend it was impossible to talk to
nim alone. There were present Sir Arthur, Mr. Tuck, Dr, Kullman
and myself, Sir Arthur took the position that:

(1) lieither he nor Hr. Tuck ¥new that substantial
reparation payments had been paid to the JIX; he sald he
thought the funds were piled up in the bank.

(2) Since the JIC has received reparation funds
in the amount of about #,700,000 in different currencies,
there is no reason why IRO should pay large sums for immigration
to Palestine,

(3) In determining what payments should be made to JUC
1RO should take into account the substantial funds made available
through reparations as well as the large amounts ." which they

i from the Jews in the States.”
receive from ¢ s ) 337773
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(4) Since Sir Herbert excluded movement costs to Palestine
from the JLC approved reparation projects on the assumption that such
costs would be borne by the U.3, Governmrent, and since that
assumption was false, the JICU projects should be reviewed to
include immigration costs to Palestine.

Needless to say, Kullmann agreed with.everything that Rucker
said,

I advised them as follows:-

(1) The apyroved reparation projects exclude movement tosts to
Palestine, and neither Sir Arthur nor anyone else has the right to
change those projects since IRO took over the reparations jprogram
on July 1 1947 and Mr., Tuck succeeded to the duties and responsibilities
which were topme excercised by Sir Herbert,

(2} The JIC has for over a year relied upon the approved
projects,has submitted bills in conformity therewith, and has
determined its overall budget in the light of the reparations funds
received. :

(3) Evengthe projects were revised to include all or part
of movement costs to Palegine, the JUC has already billed to the
full extent of the three million dollars under it's Transportation
and Migration Project, and even if the bealance of funds to meke
up the 25 million dollars under the treaties is received, there
will not be enough to meet the JDC billings to date which exceed
10 million dollars,

(4) In any event there are no funds on hand to meet the

- JIC Palestine movement bills, and I received the impression that
Sir Arthur was concerned about meeting such costs in the very near
future,

(5) I expressed my great surprise that both ir. Tuck and
Sir Arthur should claim that they did not know that reparation
funds were being paid to the JOC and the Jewish Agency, 1 asked
them if they thought that I and the rest of my staff had been
working all this time in order to accumulate a balance in the
bank, similar to that which IRO found to its surprise it had on hand at
the end of it:'s first fiscal year. I brought to their attention the
fact that aside from the documents which passed over Mr. Tuck's oo
whenever I made substantial payments, every Prep: Comm: Repert
contained a statement of Reparations funds received and paid. -
and such documents passed through both d¥r. Tuck's and Sir Arthur’s
- offices, ‘

(6) I told them that I had received the distinct impression
that they felt it was unfortunate that the reparations program has
succeeded and that substantial assistance has been afforded to
persecutees. I pointed out very clearly that they should realise ,
by now that the reparations program is one almost entirely concerned
with assistance to Jews, and that if it was not of sufficient
interest to them they were under no obligation to continue the
administration of the program, since they could notify the Five
Fowers that they desired to relieve IR0 of all duties and responsibilities
under the Five Power Agreement. 8Sir Arthur became slightly embarassed
at this suggestion. He said he wad afraid I misunderstood him =
that it was merely that he and lir. Edmonds and kr. Tuck felt that
the Jews received assistance from so many sources that they should
not demand so much from IRO. Since Sir Arthur at a previous meeting
nad referred to the substantial sums contributed by American Jews,
T took occasion to tell him that I did not believe that in determining
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the extent of assistance which IRU felt it could extend to Jewish DP's
through the JDC and other organisations, contributions from American

Jews should be taken into account to any greater extent thah contributions
by Ukrainians, Lithuanians and other national groups.

Dr. Kullmann contribution to the discussion, aside {'rom his
agreeing with Sir Arthur's brilliant analysis, was to point out
that he thought my suggestion about giving up the administration of
the vrogram was igpractical, since the Five Powers were really none-
existent so that there would be no . one to whom the administration
of the program could be returned, 1 replied that Dr., Xullmann was
mistaken since I have on several occasions referred questions of
interpretation of' Keparation Agreements to the French Government, as
revresentative of the Five Powers, and have always received satisfactory
replies. Mr. Tuck pointed ocut thal the questions was not one of giving
up the reparations program but of determining the extent of assistance
which should go to Jewish IP's,

The meeting broke after an hour with #r, Tuck's suggestion that
Sir Arthur correspond with Sir Herbert and get his ¥iews on the entire
subJject matter; and tnat in a few weeks we sghould all have a meeting
with the off'icials of the JIC.

, You can clearly see the general atmosphere and attidiude of
both, Tuci, Rucker and Hullmenn. I think that Rucker knows of feels
that he will soon have to face up to the JDC bills for Palestine
nmovement, and he is seeking every means to avoid payment.

As I think I have told you, 1 plan to leave about Hovember lst
and suggested to ¥r. Tuck that I continue the reparations work as a
"eonsultant". I have $ill not received any reply from him so I do
not know what he intends to do. 1 am leaving this evening for Israel
and will be bacl in Geneva about Hovember lst. I can't imagine that
Tuck will be willing to have the entire program % collapse, which it
will if I diassocilate myself entirely.
., Bill Cox is away on leave and will also be back on November lst.
He is always a help in getting things straightened out; and I know that
he feels strongly that I should finish up the odds and ends,' and he has
offered to act as liaison in Geneva if I carry out my plans to return
to the States,

Since I have only a few minutes to get to the airport, I must
close, but with the assurance that 1. will keep you posted.

i,
fusen

337775


http:Jev;j.sh

*

v’;EPRoouceoArmev:;;\jnovmu;@!cmveg} i DECLASS!HED ) RG S"c{ | F )
‘ arory MDD 91 ;;’2 Entryzes soecs coe, fcors3 /36
5y WRP rxrA Dai:_‘:’@ F”e/{éﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁm (3;:;“;;;@ ’
: Box 4 !
- 1T
f“ﬁ?\ﬁ Wrwﬁ,

MERCHANDISING ADVISORY COMMITTEE . ;
TO THE N
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION

119 West LOth Street
“New York 18, N. Y.

August 2, 1948
. Committee Members: ;

Russell P. Bygel, Pres. Fred Lazarus, Pres, B. Earl Puckett, Pres,
Interstate Dept. Stores  Federated Dept. Stores : Allied Stores Corp.
111 Eighth Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio , 1440 Broadway
New York, N.Y, lew York, N.Y.

Sais Leidesdorf :
David Freudenthal 5. Ds Leidesdorf & Cou "%Willian O. Riordan, Sr.
Financial Consultant 1l Pershing Square President
50 Broadway . New York, N, Y. Stern Brothers
New York 4, N.Y, ‘ ‘ 41 “‘est 42nd Street

N. 4. Leitner New York, N.Y. :
Bernard Gimbel, Pres. Price Waterhouse & Co.
Gimbel Brothers 56 Pine Street George Vhitten, Pres,
New York New York, N.Y, : Burdine's

Miami, Fla,
Victor Hammer Edwin I, sarks. ’
Hammer Gal leries Chm, kxecutive Comm, . P. G. Vinnett, Pres,
€82 Fifth avenue R. H. khacy & Co. ' Bullock's
NewYork, N.Y. Heraid Square, . Y. Los ingeles, Calif,
‘Joseph Kasper, Pres. Robert KcKim, Pres. Gabriel Perras
4fssoc, Merchan. Corp, issoclated Dry Goods » c/o French Financial
1440 Broadway 366 Fifth .venue Attache
New York, N.Y. - New York, N. Y. © 39 Broadway, N. Y.
‘ : (French Representative

Allan Kramer '~ Edward Mitten, Pres.
Sullivan and Cromwell - Jordan i4arsh Asrthur W, Beamand
L8 Wall Street Boston 1 Wall Street
NewYork, N. Y. Mass, New York, N.Y.

(British Representative

No Diamond Sale has ever been held comparable to the sale described in
the enclosures, The entire proceeds from the sdle of 6000 carats and more, go
exclusively for the resettlement and rehabilitation of those most unfortunate
-people,- the homeless refugees in Lurope.

These Diamonds are part of the loot the Nazis stole from individuals,
which loot in turn was seized by the Allied armies when they conquered Germany.
The property seized, including these Diamonds, was turned over tc the Inter-
national Refugee Organization,- a branch of the United Nations,~ by the illied
Powers, with instructions that the property be sold and the proceeds used to
resettle and rehabilitate people who were the victims of Nazi aggression, and
unable to return to their place of origine.
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The I,R.0, asked a group of U.5. citizens to aid in the disposal of this
property and the Committee described above was formed, 4ll members donate their
services, No one receives a penny of profit from this sale. :

Because of the great humanitarian purpose to which the proceeds of this
sale will go, it is the Committee's hope that bidders will make bids not based
on the least anount of money that each lot may be worth, but on a basis that
represents the maximum price that can be paid for each lot.

Thank you for your help, '

MERCH.NDISING »DVISORY CCMMITTEE
TO THZ

PR#PARATCRY COMMISSION
INTERNATIONAL RuFUGEE ORGANIZATION

R. C. KFaMER'
CHATRMAN

337077
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Rec'd June 15, 1949
2:28 ».m. :

FROM:  Reriin
T Secretafy‘wf State
NO: 935, June 15, 6 v.m.

PRICRITY

Y adviger on Jewish affairas, BEUCOM, hes propesed in letter
DUE to Deputy Military uﬁvernor regarding Fcﬁncmic Council
' - ordinaznce muber Tl, "Filrst Grdiﬁarﬁe on Egualiization
nf War Burdensg” (MYDE 257 of November 27 {rom Franklurt,
and 046 May 26; revised text ubmi*‘sd tuday MYDES T39),

which hag not yet been aporoved by Bipartite Board:

P o ' A. That Jewl ﬁl st tution suscessor organizstion
A LLMYDES 1045 July 13, 48) be exempted from obilgatiocns
r/ & /‘%\'-V’ }. \’Uf del“l"” ey , : ,

N &
A v - S
AT J S. That all ¥azi vietinms wherever reuident and regardless
L) af present nationality statuq be likewlsze ﬂwmpted*
oo (‘/‘» - -
P
it g ‘x“ & i - “ 1
‘;;}\' s, That if {E} should be dewmed *mprﬂ*?iaai§ at ileast
W ?Db thoge persecutees .should be exempfed who ars reslidents
’ RS v,;hﬂited Nation at time of sdoption of ordinance.
L J%’*‘“MW.W Er—— ) N . . . .
“YL Luﬁis letter 13 bagsed primariliy nn following?
T ol e | - )
DD TR That vletims were in fact no part of Nazl Gernanj
M ST, ‘ngmd rany of the would have been UN naftionals on May 8,

i - §\;’> %5 had they been able to atitaln suc& gtatus;

5%“70 Trat ordinance Ti should not d sriugu 8h hetween UN
Ynatlonals and refugees outside Jermany whe. slithough =
Xdunable during war to attain UN status uwigucd themselves %
Thwith TN, and further that no dlstinstion should be made &

retween UN nationals and vietims within Gervany who were

o 1*umroqu\§ or murdaerasd; - {;
' 2. That “

’ B2 ' . B -
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. That

r . RO (

B X -
fg(,, b grevitial

coeunte

8.

t precedent exlsts for exemption of pres secubees
YR from leglslation affecting Germans in simi War TESPes Ty

“\ e {his letter *nc@rrmctly states that Cantrv? Counecll
/o £ Law number 5 provides for exemnptlon of German externsai

of victims of Nazl persecution; however, prefl-

ié 3, including USH.

provisicns azve in fact been nade by sOme -

1% has been pﬁintéd'put,im CHMGUS that ordinance 71
ot ¢learly 1ndicate whether JRSGC is exempt, even
though 31t eleariy qualifies as charitable or gauazaticm,

does n

a9 its

However,

board gf dircectors is not in g
seribed by MG law Aumber 63 as reguired by ordinance Lix Log

“there is 3 stropg feeling in OMGUS that it would.
be unwise Lo accord JASD different

treatment

given to properties of "the generzl class :P

nd that

exempition for persecutess as a Zooup.

thisg v

L, One
tion,

reform ang

18w are:

of important purposes of the

CUurrency area pra

from that
ueraeouteaag

eguatl

it would pe inadvisablie Lo make

genaral

hv%goPa aupporting

Tfrequentiy overiooked, is to compleie

zation legisla-

SUrTency

to place persons in possession of tanglidble

property on relatively ecqual basils with persons owning

surrency, which was devaluvated by currency converalon.

In lmplementing this ﬂurgose 1t {8 inadvisable to exenpt
braad Sugment of properties ta be df?ectuﬁ~. ‘

& very

- B, Persscutees canmot ¢laim exemptlnn yuﬁﬁlj ‘on aa%iw of
analogy to éxemption of UN properties.
pensation o UN property cwners will be dealt with in.
peace treaty; therefore presnﬁt measure is an interis one.
{n other hand, degree of compansation to persecutees will

1ot be

deait with by treazty and

with UN property problem;

Subjeet of cum-

should not be coupled ’

C. Regarding JRCO, Tazt r?at it is a charAtabl@ organizgs
t1én whouﬁa noL per 3@ d@fewwju@ e cemption, ‘
shoulild be

the e
factor.

tura of the proverty itsel)

?zus, a hospltal, a cem@tﬁry

etc,

Instead,
deciding
obviously

degigned for charltable or welfare cperating purposes,
&S distimgul&nﬁc'from income producing properties, should

COWF IDENTIAL

be exenpted

e e e nmtmte i
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-3~ 935, June 15, 5 p.m., from Berlin

be ehempted i ~the hands of the present nolder c¢r in
the hands of a restitutee, whether restitutee is JRSO
or an individual. Contrarily, business property,
operated for profit, shouid not be exempted even in

~hands of JSRO;

D. Persons wno possesseed pnsperty'on date of currency
reform should pay tax on assesaable property regardless
if it is subject to a restitution claim. Restitution law
provides (article 34, paragraphs 1 and 2; article 91,
paragraph 2} that a tax of this type must eventuslly be
borne by restitutee. Thus, even though JRSO did not
vossess property on June 21, 48, it would eventually be
reguired, at least indirectly, to pay the tax ix th
property is assessableg ‘

E. It appears that ordinance 71 as presently drafted
would permit exemption of charitable or religious:
properties subject to restitution, although many other

npopewties would noct, even in hands of JRE0, be eligible

Lo ex@mption,

., hn‘argement of clsss of persons exempt from ordinance
74 would seriously hamper its implementation in view of
great difficulty in determining whether all perscns
claiming to be pollitical persecutess were in fact such.
Exsmption would also lead to opposition from less '
privileged persecutees and would be contrary to position
taken in satellite peace treaties.

General Hays in preliminary reply to letter has stated
that to exempt persecuteées in general is much too Broad
an exemption and is not practical, as it would be vir-
Lually impossible to determine persecutee status in 3
‘arge number of cases and such status might inrlude
targe number of GCermans; that on other hand it would not

be fair or Just vo exempt merely one group of persecutees;

but that whole matter being carefully studied and being

referred to W3shlngtur Tor quernmnnt views.

Military Government has zlsc received cablie fronm
American Jewish Committee, World Jewish Congress, New
York, requesting withholding of approval of ocrdinance
71 on grounds similar to those advanced by Jewish

adviser.
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g
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| _ adviser. Also Jette? received from American Bsscclatsion

‘ of Former Eurcpean Jurisis, lew Yfrk) stating present
limited exemption in crdinance 71 "would do great injustice

- %o persons persecuted and discvimina*ed awainat duriag
the Nazl regime and would regult in nulifying the elffects
of the restitution laws enacted in the Am@%ican, Briiish
and French occupation zones of Germany.” Letter clalms
limited exemption conflicts with intentilon manifested by
UN in peace treaty with Italy, article 78, subdivisisn 9
B, and in section 32 (A4), (2{ {C), (D) of the US Traling
With Enemy Act. It maintains 9videnu intention of United
¥ations, as indicated in foregoing, "was to treat equailv-
UN nationals on one hand end on other hand neut?alm and )
even subjects of Germany and other enemy countries wWho
were oppressed by Cermany during Nazi . regime." A4lso
letter received from Consul of Israel pleading for
exenmption of citizens and residents of Israsl and shating
israel Govt 1n?ends to make urgent reprea'h*atisns uO Us
Government. .

. OMGUS 214 this mlssion are in agreement that. 1t would be
of dubious wisdom to make all exemptions requested abave
beth for reasons mentioned, and in case of Israel nationals,
because of discrimination vis-a-vis cther ~itionals;and that
to exclude these groups would be inconsisztent with basic
principles of the legisliation. Algc it is not seen how
one group could.be excliuded without, in equity, granting

: exemption to all persecutees. Howerer, General Hays will

i delay approving ordinance for few days pending receipt of

b Department's views and I should th@rexore appreoiat?

recelving thes& soon 85 pessib?e, »
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY'
WASHINGTON, D. C. E

Actmg Deputy mrector -
Officé: of German:and’ A.ustrian Rffa:.rs TR
Room 14033, New State Department Building

Department of State*‘“ ”“ "

: As you‘know,

these' di.amonds has be
ments of Stitevand- Army. i r*many 1 '
é1aims 'advanced*by“the Belgiuﬁi‘ Go” '?‘nment 1dst e

£ % g ‘ s*ﬁtutlcm \ t\,ix
ar., After exhaustivey®
study :I.t was agreed by GMGUS with the. concurrenae '

that the' dn.enn nds ‘were not resti:’cg i
Belgium" expert '8 d’ Ger r
but w’ere’*unable “to do"80%

“in anTeffort’ to’ ids
30, - )‘bwiﬂxatandlng thls“;
Belgi *"Pz"ime”'“lﬁniste 8 at"th

1

t:une& of the

~

ELN

o

O

paak ﬁ,gtature O

, ~Pact) ‘bt aftér”ft;rther invéstigation, Secretary of -_—

State “Aéheson“en“‘lS Kpril” *19l{9"¥mete. the Belgium Government again de— -—

nying the Belgium claim and confirmed that .the. diamonds were not subject (o)
to identification., OMGUS was then infoimed that State’and Army had no

further objections to their proceeding with the disposition of the m

diamonds. . =

~

0))

1

(01)

H

o

IR

As you well know, it has been the Um.ted S’c.ates pollcy in“‘Germa.ny
to restitute to claimant owners through their.government any: proper'by
that could be identified as having been. rem&ve i'indsr clrcumstances

R £

which indicated force or duress or transactions not Eessantially
commercial in nature. So-called non-monetary gold found in Germany

has been turned over to IRQ for use in its program. However, whenever.
the claimant could not identify property and produce satisfactory proof
of original ownership, the policy of the occupation authorities is to J
regard the property as German.  This policy has been followed by. the S
British and French, as well as. the United States Military Governments.,

For us to change this policy now, by requiring OMGUS to establish proof

&
-1

even possible.

3

DOR ‘
: : DIVISION OF ECO R
Angl e 5() ...... ST % Wv g

~J

|<:‘
of German ownership, is not believed to be desirable or practicable or ' r\3 ;
D

(N

ULskm

R o8 I:Eéé
H/s§IUd
idi)
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N
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Dlamonas held by OMGUS

‘ ; ’*§7¢g;0;5 LT
You- will recall tha 7 cretary‘rejected Prime
Minister‘Spaak*s petit' !

industrial diamonds

stresced hls ooinlon that thel RO could not have an: interest iné the
matter.’ Subsequently, Mr. Kiefer, 4in ER. had canversatlons W1th two
former restitutlon cfficens of: GMGUS cgncerning the matter. JT e
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Lo o . June 20, 19L9
[t ‘ .
Sl ‘ A .
o UEFARTMENT OF STATE
S . Hon. Dean G. Acheson i N
Co Secretary of State : : s
i ' Washington, D. C. " %O
‘ t Dear Mr. -Secretary: : \\ g
] The Committee for Restitution in Austria, consisting of- -
Co Messrs. Eugene Marc Hofmann, Simon Jacob, and Fred-Reiss, -
i . is located in my district and represents ‘a great. many Ky
; i citizens there. I am impressed with the s:.ncerlty of ' T
: 8 this Committee and also with the need for being sure that. _‘;
' % the Austrian Government is treating justly claimant.s who =
’ suffered under Nazi brutallty. B
‘ I am enclosing ‘herewith a memorandum prepared by the Com- , 4 "
i mittee for Restitution in Austria and would appreciate . L/E\J
h your comments. I have made a similar request of General:. B A ®
Keyes. ’ ‘ B
r L, V «
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. carats of diamond.s; The Belgisn documents were thought to ha.ve

been submitted ‘some time in the fall of 1947 'and to have been. ‘gen=

© eral in nsture. The Branch forwarded’ this jnfermation ‘to. the

Finance Division for transmittal to the Foreign Exchange I!epository
in Frankfurt, which had the responsibility: for keeping all possible
foreign exchange ‘assets, whether looted or otherwiae, which had been
recovered in Germany und.er Military Government” law 53.or other .
meadures . The Balgian misaion was also requeated to supply further
dooumentation; The presence of considerable ‘quantities of diamonds
at the FED then became known. These diamonds had probably been in
the possession of German government stockpiling agencies, and there
appears to have been no svidence immediately available concerning
the origin thereof., Upon the submission of furthér documentation by
the Belgian mission, the Restitution Branch determined that the
Belgians had sufficiently established a preliminary case to justify
examination of the diamonds at the FED by Belgian experts and
recommended to the Property Division, of which the Branch was a part,

- to arrange for such an examination with the Finance Division, which

had jurisdiction over the FED, I am told that such inspections

 have constituted standard operating procedure in the restitution

program in cases where a substantial presumption of looting has been
established in respect to certain property., It is not to be confused

" with the systematic inspection of German premises which has ofteaq:

been demanded by claimant nations as a means of uncovering looted
property the existence of which would otherwise remain unknown, It
is the latter type of inspection (referred to as Wwitch hunt® by
Military Gavernment) which has been opposed on ample grounds, -

The FED, which did not operate under the usual restitﬁg.on proced-
ures, had a firm rule against inspection by claimants of any property
in its custody. It apparently opposed the Belgian request for in-
gpection of the diamonds and was supported by Mr. Bennett, Financial
Adviser to OMGUS, and Mr. McJunkins, Chief of the Property Division,

Ain Berlin,

T.he Restitution Branch was'not. aware that any effort had ever .
been made by the FED to investigate the history of the diamonds in
quéstion, Both Mr. DeKeyserlingk and Mr. Bachrach firmly believe that
such an investigation is fully justified by documented presumption
of looting arising from the Belgian claims, and they believe further- .
more that the history of such ‘an important lot of diamonds could
readlly be learmed by the Counter Intelligence Corps from documents
and interrogation of Germen individuals who might have krowledge. of
the matter, Mr. Bachrach stated that he had heard that the FED. .
actually had a document 1inlcing the. stones in question to a shipment
of diamonds which the Germans had taken off a Belgian ahip coming
from the Gongo which had made port in France,

Mr. DeKeyserlingk

837790
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. M. Del(eyserlingk and Mr.- Bachrach recommended ‘that urgent ;
. steps be taken to prevent the dissipation of any records on.this -
case held in the FED or by the Rrestitution Branch,. They also
recommended immediate and thorough investigation by the CIC. In
conclusion they expressed the:strong view that there was enoughiof a
presumption of looting in the case of these diamonds to render any
disposition thereof in the German economny, as contemplated by OMGUS,
entirely unjustified and likely to have unnecessarily unpleasant
conseqpences in our foreign relations. : :
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ALFRED M COHEN
‘Honorary President
Cincinnati |
. ®
BENJAMIN SAMUELS
Vice-Prosidant
Chicago:

WILLIAM: GERBER
Vice-Prasident
Philadelphia

SOL FASS
Vice-Presidens
Portsmouth, Va.
o

SIDNEY G. KUSWORM

Treasurer .
Dayton, Ohio
®
MAURICE BISGYER
Secretary’
Washington, D. C.
. ]

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

OFFICERS AS ABOVE

HORACE R. COHEN
Moatreal

BENJAMIN D. REISMAN
Buffalo .

1. W. GAREK"
Columbus, Ohio

HON. SAMUEL A. WEISS .

Piusburgh

HARRY K. WOLFF
San Francisco

DAVID BLUMBERG
Los Angeles -

EDWARD ROSENBLUM
Washingtoa

PHILIP ‘M. KLUTZNICK i
‘Chicago‘
A. B. FREYER
Shreveport
LEO BEARMAN
Memphis
and .

PRESIDENTS OF ALL |
AMERICAN DISTRICTS \
, v ‘ !

‘State Deparbmsnt
' Washington, D. Ce

~ dated’ June15, ‘1949 -
" of B'nai Btrith in: Roumania, -and:his: ‘present address :!.s
. 18, rue Theodule Ribot,. Pariawl'l, France. e

June 27’ 191490
| AL AQZ?SE&
_Mr. Jack Bernard Tate- &M:{L,j 2;9«, 49,

¥ ,:?r,

 DEPARTHE {TOF g

Acting ‘Tegal’ Adviser S

Dear Mr. Tatez

' Great concern’ haa been- expressed with reference
to the policy being pursued by Great Britain with, ..

‘regard- to: property ‘belongifg to'Jews from ex-anemy: .
countries,

‘A ‘statemant of that concern is hemwith
attached from Mr. Aureliu Weiss, in a letter £rom him
Mrs Weiss was the former: President

We nnderstam that the peace treaty with Roumania

. includes’ provisions under ‘which the"Allied countries had -
 the discretionary authority, not ‘to’ confiscate~the assets

belonging ‘to nationsls of thé enemy countries who were,

in fact, persecutees, We .also understand the United S‘bs;tes
has’ followed its: traditionally ‘1iberal position. with: refer-
ence . to.the return of- property’ belonging to Jews. from ex=-

enemy. countries on the bheory thatl all Jews were; persecutees.

We ‘do hope that ' 11'. will® be possible for the Stato
Department to  use its good offices with the British: Government
. to obtain like considera‘bion h'om tha.t government. :

- 6b61 F Td3S

ATE

Oldest and. Largest' Nat:qnql ]ewish Service Organization -

/ *"}'ﬁ‘

g

,A,_",,

kA

57

ot

mim =D _s ™ =10 )

R A —r ; R X
i’)":‘%z %l "‘@/.»,;::«"L\Hnﬂ.r%.z/ ~ F N

337792



http:l.i.k.it

.”R;Pvabwcao.xrkr:r;é ;57’?:’34 A%émv_é ; I . .
e A DECLASSIFIED ] RG
B e e e /‘iua:horityilmf) GOO37

« By BT _nara 002 |\ F

—

kg rwr'%@ag;

have

T
e

ARy

"ﬁ?’a&m

S

(R

; : i

sl “"mén:

Ro

e bt
BIte i,

e S et

athe risk:

m&@‘%w%

1ol
wY

i

5
»n.e,‘ I P..!,.e.
o R 1

i
507

ithe




UCED AT THE NATIONAL AP.\CHIV i .
e I DECLASSIIED

o ey D 627
A gy % .l._.HARADete@#_?_

v private automob:llea, to follaw coursea’ 1n Ronnanian; uniiersi ies
scial. pemit, by railroa.d, or bus, etc. S .

privations, but- w:!.ll not be entitled to have uns's pv:
been in prison or 1n the: conceztbration caup. :

city of rasidence, not considsrod by tha Administration of A A;_,f,,ﬁ‘"f
“" beelt deprimd of" nberty. : T

v 19. In reality, 1n a’ Juat conoeption, which
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. ‘for unlmmm mtivem, uhich the mﬂ
necesaarytala’stmm C

former Presidant of the Jewish COmnam:Lty in Bncharaat, and of the Bucharést}é g 3
of Commerce, and by Je Kandel, fomer Praaident or thel Om“-':Ronmnim, ‘and one of ‘the

of Geneva, that I was amstod and: dataimd. in a prison‘ of the Romnian Police on
Jamuary .19, 1941, and all the ‘following days, with the accusation ‘that ‘in the. capacity
. of Presidant of the B'nai B'rith Iodge “le' Frat-ernityﬂ of Buqharesb, T wa.s Tomenting .

35 other -

them were relaaaed durixg the night of the:l.r amat s while m.ds ﬁo appear as
the color-bearer of the asserted plot and had to serve the mchiavellan ends of the
regine. I was, as ia stated in tha ‘depositions, submitted to 'a" criminal regime and

to worse menacess I m my lire now to a ahear‘,niracla.ﬁ -

‘

Just the aama, my. reqnest for mblocl:lng ns pla.‘!.nly raject-ad under. the vague
Pretext that I do.not, fulfill tho condition “privation of libagt-y""' Thi i

g

to heart and to do- whataver possible and. a8’ u:lokly 3¢ Vi '
. by energetic steps. -This is what would- juatify:the great hope :which they hava put
in your fra.ternal e@ntimuba, as Jows' and ‘a8 B'nai B'riths,

Sinceraly and fraternally,

(Signed) Aurelin Woisse
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New Haven 11, Conn.
June 27, 1949. ;,,;%

N

‘JV"mgﬁﬁ,*Dean Acheson
Secretaly of State
Washington, D.C.

RTT X
S €

Dear Sir:

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter concerning German
external assets in Switzerland, which I intend to serd to the
New York Times, It is based’ on information which I obtained while
serving as Assistant Chief and Chief of the External Assets
Invesgtigations Section of the Office of Military Government for

G . ~
ermany ‘ L L . . | N
I do not believe that any of the information included in ©

the letter is of a confidential nature and should be withheld o~
from the public. However, as much of the information was (- ®
originally contained in ciassifled documents, I am herewith C
submitting it to your office for examination.v I shall be glad -

to make any deletions which you consider necessary.

- Very truly yours,

‘Richard Schifter o

Division OF ECONOM!C ?ROPERW

W A
JUL 1 1880,

P~ EMAdsws  7-7-y9

DEPARVIAENT QF STATE
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK TIMES:

THENT OF STATE.

) It is rather unfortunate that Mr. Gilpin did not acguaint-
himself with all the facts concerning the German external assets
program prior to writing the létter on that subject which was
published in the New York Times on June 7. Uninformed criticism
constitutes a rather dubious contribution to the solutiomn of this
complicated problem.

_ Mr. Gilpin states that the Allied-Swiss Accord of May 1946
(a) "is completely unreslistic', (b) does not liguidate German
assets in Switzerland, (c) does not adequately protect the
interests of refugees and other victims of German aggression.

The first of these charges is too vague to serve as a basis
for any discussion. As for the second: The Accord does provide for
the liquidation of German assets in Switzerlend., German assets .
were blocked by the Swiss Compensation Office in February 1945 and
assets of "Germans in Germeny" are now being liquidated. There is
no doubt that the Swiss Government has agreed to the principle of
eliminating German investment in Switzerland. ~

) Differences have, however, arisen as to the following major
issues: . T
(1) Certain Germen assets in Switzerland had prior to 1948
been sold to non-Germans, generally to Swiss nationals, for the
purpose of cloaking the German interest. As the owners of record
of these assets were non-Germen, evidence had to be produced to
proves the German beneficial interest. This evidence was generally
assembled by the External Assets Investigations Section of the
Office of Military Govermment for Germeny and was tuen forwarded
to Switzerland. The evaluation of this evidence has in certain
cases been the source of conflict, the United States contending
that the evidence proves the zlleged sale to have been a sham
transaction, while the Swiss would consider the proof insufficient,
insisting that the sale was genuine. It is rather unrealistic to
attribute the Swiss Government's position on these cases to a
desire to protect Germahn interests. It would be more reasonable
to assume thst the Swiss motivation lies in & its preference for
having the asset stay Swiss without turning over 50% of its value
to the Allied reparation fund. _ o '

(2) In liquidating German assets the Swiss have been less
concerned with the security objectives of the external assets
program than the Allied powers., While the latter were interested
in excluding those poterntial purchasérs who previously had close
commercial ties with Germany, the Swiss were more inclined to |
accept the highest bidder without regard to his previous associations.

(3) The Swiss have thus far failed to pay to the Allies any
of the proceeds of liguidation and,inSist'that“the_fixlgg §f'ag
official exchange rate for the Deutsche Mark and provisions for the
compensation of former owners of external assets be am gondition
precedent to any such payment.

337801
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As Tor Mr. Gllpln s third point:’ ;he possessions of ' o
refugees from Germany are not being liquidated. Those few = L~

persecutees who are still alive in Germany and who have assets
in Switzerland are given épecial consideration under the terms
of & gentlemen's agreement between the Allied powers and
Switzerland.

- To answer the questions raised by Mr. Gilpin with respect
to the status of specific German assets in Switzerland:

(a) In 1946 I conducted an investigation waich proved taat
the Munich Reinsurancé Company was the sole owner of the Un'i'c)i"iw
Reinsurance Company of Zurich and that certain Swiss and Swedieh
sharenolders were acting as dummies for the German corporation.
These findings were communiicatéd to the U.S. Legétion at Bern
and the Swiss Compensation Office. They were not challeriged by
the latter and the shares o0f the Union Reinsurance Company are,
therefore, being treated as German external assets, subject to
liquidation under the Accord.

‘ (b) There has been no dispute over the Gérman status of
thée Siemens subsidiaries., They are similarly subject to liquida-
tion.

(c) Full information as to the Bosch subsgidiaries has bééen
obtained by the External Assets Investigations Section. "Mést of =
the Sectilon's findings have been accepted by the Swiss, though some
dispute exists as to the true beneficial ownership of certain
blocks of shares. -- The report alleging anh agreement between
Bosch and the Industrial Products Trading Company, which Mr. Gilpin
mentions in this connection, has not been verified. It would, at
any rate, have no direct bearing on the German eXuernal assets
programs,

In replying to Mr. Gilpin T do not'bontend that there are no
flaws in the program to liquidate German ekternal assets. I do feel,
however, that Mr, Gilpin's incorrect assertions should not go
unchallenged. Students of German affairs would undoubtedly take
the Sociéty for the Prevention 6f World War III more seriously if
Mr. Gilpin were to check his facts more carefully before rushing
into print, _
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Subjegt:' btatu of Interqal Restitution Progranm
in United. Stanes ZOﬂb of Germany.

The Office of the United States Political Adviser

for Germany has the honor to refer to its despatch

\‘
! o - : . . . B
. 750 of June 17, 1949, concerning restitution of 0
. . . ®
identifiable property, and to transmit herewith a copy O
of a statement.conqernlng the internal restitution w—
program in the Unltea Stuueb zone of Germany as of May 31, ©
19&9.- This statement vas Drenared by the Prowerty Division m
' | =
of tne Offlce of m1lluuiy uoverancnt for Gcfﬂuuv (T.5.) ~
. . )]
as a sectlon, subject to revision, of the Monthly Report a
' , : 1Y)
of the Military Governor for iay 1949. 0
‘ , ’ . N
. Fy £0)
Bnclosure: ¢
_AS stated above
. -‘_'/'/ B
Imn-original and ozalid to the Department
GAP -~ kv, Trivers
GAE = Mr., Reinstein
American Hmbassy, Lond
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Thc ot&tug of 1ntcrqal ISStJtutLOﬂ cases in tne various " . ﬁ\‘

PEDULtuthﬂ auth@ritles &8 of 31 Mef is as indicated in the -

following tabulatlon ;?;ﬂ

ReutLLutlon Acen01es

ﬂvailanlevfoerrocessing~ a/
Available for. ddsposition
Final dispositions made:
%UlCable settlements
' Granted and not appealed
Dismigged and not qohe&led
WJltharawn oV

v

- Forwaprded to Restitution
Chenbers:
' Undexy: Artzcle 63
- Because of appeal
T-. plrsugnt to Art..6k v

Total disposed.of "

gggtitutionnChambers» EACRTE

Available -for adjudication: a/
} ndguaLcated and final dls~
position adades . ...
Decisions not apuealed

"Dismigsed and not. appealed -

Withdrawn
DR s

Ad judicated dnd forwarded to
Oberlandesgerichte on

‘Decisions .appealed- :
Dlsmlqsed and apced d

Adguq1cated and iorwar&ed to
Board of Review on appseal:;
Decisions appealed

Dismissed and appealed

Total adjudicated

Oberlandesgerichte

Available for adjudication b/
Ad judicated and final dis-
position made:
-Decisions not appealed

Dismissed and not appealed

Withdrawn

Adjudicated =nd remapded to
Cnambers
Ad judicated and forwarded to
Board of Review on appeal:
Decisions appealed
‘Dismissed and annegled

~T0tal«adjudicated

appe&l

723

112
4,66

802

[0a% =

o

‘L»cuv»

-!0}4

27,520
7,248
. PRI N ;‘*2)826
138
47
1 ‘
186
L7
s 5 | g
8 &0
I~
o
[<p]
1 o
14

a/ Total number of cases received minus those transferred bécause
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Board of Review

Available for review a/
Reviewed and final o
decisions rendered::

~ Appeals regected o
- Casés-dccepted dnd .. .
decisions rendered
o i"“' i
Rev1ewed and remanded to
Oberlandesverlchte
Chambers

Total. reviewed _ . 0

3

a/ Total number of cases recelved from Oberlandesgerlchte and
Restitution Chambers. :

All petltlons flled by clalmants, other than JR30,  have been
sent by the. Central Flllng Agenoy to the ‘Restitution Authorities.
By the end. of June they ShOULG all be “in:thé ‘hands of the i
Restitution. Agen01es.v'mne pr008851ng of the JRSO' petltlons fj
sipould be. completed b§ the Central Filing &gency during June and ;m
the German Restltutlon Auth@;ltle would then be in possession

all clalms° On 31 MdV aoout 51x and a half’ vercent of-all . :

PRAT

petitions. whlch had reaohed the Re%tntutlon Autnorltles were S5

o

V;lnally dlsposed of.< Thls percentaﬂe vill Tise at a rather. rapid

rate wnen the large backlog of cases, flled in the fipal month of K

hy
AR
Fr

tne filing.period, hes been processed, , o,

o
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE by 0 ( '

Memorandum of Conversczﬁon

DATE: June 29, 1949

SUBJECT: Termination of Restitution Program in the
American Zone of Germany.

e ’
e

W

1"

PARTICIPANTS: [Mr. Ortona, First Secretary, Italian’Embassy
EP - Mr, Oliver
¥r. Kiefer

COPIES TO: GAB - Mr. Baker

SWE - Mr. Dowling
L/E - i, Maurer -
E # Mr. Thorp N

. 11493

lirs Ortons-called at his request and read to me a telegram which had
been received from the Italian Forejgn Office in regard to the termination
date for the filing of meritoriocus restitution claims in the American Zone
of Germany. (This date has been set for June 30 with the concurrence of
the Department), The Italian Foreign Office stated that the action of the
United States in this regard prejudiced Itallan restitution rights under the
Peace Treaty, pointing out that the Peace Treaty set no time limit for resti-
tution from Germany. The Foreign Office stated, furthermore, that Italy
had received by way of restitution only 30 vercent of the property which
the Germens had looted from Italy and that the termination of restitution
at this point would accordingly have serious economic consequences, The
Embassy was requested to see what it could do to secure a change in the cut-

6YEE-9/ ¥ 3 61100074

off date for filing of claims. =
: oy
I pointed out to lMr. Crtorethat this question should be considered in?i
the light of the development of the restitution program in the American — B N
Zone since the end of hostilities. I recalled that the United States had 3 N
as early as March 1946 invited the Italian Government to submit claims for o =N
restitution of property in the American Zone, This was at a time when there e
was no legal basis for such restitution, and when in fact the relevant &llied 'Sz
Control Gouncil Agreements had specifically limited restitution to United . \\
Nations. The legal basis for restitution to Italy was nol established until \53
September 1947 with the coming into effect of the Peace Treaty with Italy. Q? E?¥
By that time we had already of our own accord restituted significant quantitiesd

H/ 5
/7

bApT-9

of property to Italy. ,
| Y/ B,

...........................

TESEDY

TR nats

337807


http:Forej.gn

REPRCDUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE! .

DECLASSIFIED
To——— Authori ’}’f i Tt ek

ey W0 OO 0 )6k
B‘f..:..(—-hARA Dc‘@[_,l/_z \ F‘\e '7 {‘/LJ :

-2 -

P

In October 1947 we thought the restitution program had reached the
point where it would be possible to begin to think about termination
schedules, and we had announced the termination date of April 30, 1948 for
the filing of restitution claims, this termination date not to affect
cultural properties, securities and meritorious claims to general property.
We thought that the six months notice was altogether fair and equitable,

The deadline which the Italian Government has now complained
had come fully 14 months after the general deadline, In the intervening
period the Italian restitution authorities had submitted a substantial
munber of claims. Practically all of these have been fturned down as
being not meritorious. We had agreed that the rejections of claims based
on certain ROGES and RUK files had been inappropriate and, as we had
recently advised the Italian Embassy, instructions had goWten out to the
field to the effect that these claims were to be reviewed. We had every
reason to believe that this would be done, although we could not of
course predict whether any restitutable property could be found as a
result of the indicated review,

Those of us who had been close to the restitution program in Germany
since its beginning had every reason to feel that in spite of certain
ineguities which may have occurred, the United States on the whole had’
done an outstanding job in this regard. It might be true that Italy had
recovered only 30 percent of its property losses. On the basis of infor-
mation which had come to us I thought that this was representative of
the extent of restitution to other countries as well, I pointed out
that when®Count was tak f destruction, detrioration, dissipation and

~ opher types of 1osse§%1d naturally affect property in the war and
post-war periods, the 30 percent figure was actually more substantial
than appeared to be the case.

In regard to Italian rights under the Treaty, I pointed out that
restitution was to be effected in accordance with the measures %o be de-
termined by the military authorities in Germany. We could not agree that
there was an absolute and indefinite right to restitution under the Treaty,
and from a legal point of view the termination dates which we had introduced
appeared to us to be perfectly permissable.

We have nowreached the point, more than four years since the end of
hostilities, where it was hardly likely that we or anyone else could
hope to recover any further significant quantities of looted property in

. our zone. This being the case there was no justification, in our point
of view, in further maihtaining a restitution program which had placed
considerable demands upon us in money and personnel, :

Iir. Ortom
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lMir. Ortone.suggested that the question might have to be taken up
at a higher level. I stated that the foregoxng represented my estimate
of the situation, and that if I were asked for any racommendatlons they
would follow therefrom.

. Vi then saw Mr. Oliver who reaffirmed to lir. Ortona the unlikeli-
hood of obtaining further action on the Italian complaints at this level,
suggesting that if the Ambassador felt strongly enough about this matter
he might wish to take it up with the Secretary or the Under Secretary.
e thareubon reviewed certain of the points which I had previously diseussed
with Mr. Ortona. lir. Ortona then stated that he would take up the matter
with the Italian Ambassador and keep us 1nformed of any further steps
which might be taken.

gy v v

1 porne

e B
OFD:EP :4PKiefericd 6/29/49
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FROM: . Belgrade

i

TO: Secretary of State
NO: 633, June 30, 9 p.m.

Today's BORBA declares Soviet occupation authorities
rinder restitrtion plundered Yugoslav property in
soviet zones Germany and Austrla; states such atti-
tude not surprising on part Anglo-American authorities
as not In their interest bulld up Soclalist Yugoslavia,
but Soviets stand deeply injures Yugoslav people.

"Soviat now sabotage Yugoslav restitution demands

cpenly as part of Cominform campalgn, but even before

Cominfeorm resolution Soviets subtly hindered work of
Yugoslay restitution mission. This 1s but another.
proof "that roots of unsocialist Soviet attitude

toward our land are much deeper and Cominform resolu-

tlon brought them to light and made them official.

Several examples Soviet refuysal to return Yugoslav
goods plundered by Nazis cited from 1946, 1047 and

early 1948. In one case Soviets selzed Yugoslayv
machines in Germany as war booty.

Pouched Viernns Berlin.
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UNITED STATES OFFICE.
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION

(GENEVA, SWITZERLAND)

July 1, 1949 o SUITE 819
1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON 8, D. C,

Secretary of State
Deparinment of State
Washington, D. C.

. Attention: Mr. Covey T. Oliver
Division of Economic Property Policy

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I write with reference to my letters of May 16 and May 27, 1949, and the
letter of General Walter A. Wood, Jr. of June 8, 1949, addressed to Colonel A. L.
Hamblen, Deputy Chief, Civil Affairs Division, Department of the Army, regarding
the claim of the International Refugee Organization to a certain lot of dismonds
which it is believed should be transférred to the IR0 as non-monetary gold. In
the aforementioned letters, we requested tlat the Department of State take neces-
sary action to postpone disposition of the diamonds by OMGUS pending receipt of
documentary information which the IRC was compiling.

On behalf of the Director Genersl of the IRO, I am pleased to advise you,

that the major portion of our study has been completed; and that the results are
set forth in the enclosed document entitled, "Claim of the International Refugee
Organization to Diamonds Looted by the Nazis and Recovered by the United States
Military Authorities in Germany." This extensive survey of Nazl looting of dia-
monds was undertaken by the IRO in order to determine whether or not the diamonds
recovered by the United States Military Authorities in Germany, reported as total-
ing 198,000 carats, which were the subject of an OMGUS (Berlins Press Release .
dated April 30, 1949, should be made available to the IRO for the rehabilitation
and resettlement of non-repatriable victims of German action, in accordance with
Article 8, Part 1, of the Final Act of the Paris Conference on Reparation, the
Five Power Agreement of June 14, 1946, and the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff
Non-Monetary Gold Directive to USFET and USFA, CablWB5682.

The results of our survey clearly indicate:
1. That the 198,000 carats of diamonds must have been looted by
2. That they were the valuable personal property of racla,l and
victims, mostly Jewish, of Nazl persecution; ‘
3. That they cannot, 'bherefore, properly be turned over to the
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%4+ That they should be transferred to the IRO in accordance with
the Reparation Agreements and the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff Directive
which allocates looted valuables (non-monetary gold) for the rehabilitation and
resettlement of surviving victims of German action who have no govermment repre-
sening them receiving reparations from Germany.

Although the enclosed report is substantially complete, we are awalting
some additional data, particulerly affidavits from persons resident abroad, fur-
ther illustrating the methods employed by the Nazls in the looting of diamonds.
We should like to submit such additional data as soon as it is received, probably
within the next week or 10 days, as a Supplement to the enclosed Report. In
- order, however, not to delsy sulmission of our study, we present the enclosed
with the hope that the Department of State will give it serious consideration;
and in the light of the information which we have compiled, will transfer the
looted diamonds to the IRO in order that the IRO may contimie to implement the
Program of Allocation of a Reparation Share to Non-Repatriable vietims of German
Action by extending further assistance to the surviving victims.

Sincersly yours,

' Abba P. Schuertz
Special Consultant, Reparations

Enclosuresg
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UNITED STATES OFFICE
INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION

(GENEVA, SWITZERLAND)

May 16, 1949 SUITE 819

1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON 6, D. C,

Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Covey T, Oliver
Division of Economic Property Policy

Dear Mr, Secretary:

I write on behalf of the Director General of the Internmation Refugee
Organization pegarding recent reports sbout the contemplated sale of certain
diamonds in G, rmany which are claimed by the Govermment of Belgium as having
been of Belgian origin. The question of the disposition of these dismonds is
of vital interest to the IRO since we feel that if the diamonds are not re-
turned to the Belgian Govermment, they should be transferred to the IRO as
non-monets.ry gold.

Sometime ago while the IRO repamtlon staff was stationed in Germany
to recelve the transfers of non-monetary gold from the United States military
authorities under the "Non-Monetary Gold Directive® of the Joint Chiefs of '
Staff, they received reports of the existence of laege deposits of diamonds
at the Forelgn Exchange Depository in Frankfurt which were not being turned
over to the IR0, Inquiries were directed toQIGUS to ascertain if these dia-
monds came within the Joint Chiefs of Staff Directive, since the IRO was and
is anxious to receive as much non-monetary gold as possible in order that it
mey, through the proceeds of liquidation of non-monetary gold, extend the
greatest assistance to the greatest mmber of non-repatriable victims of German
action, At that time the IRO representatives were advised that certain depos-
its of diamonds in Hanou and Frankfurt which the IRO was not receiving would
be returned to the Belgian Govermment, since they were of Belgian origin looted
from Belgium by the Germans., Since the IRO receives only noh-monetary gold the
individual or national origin of which is unknown, we did not pursue the matter
any further,

The recent press reports sbout the contemplated sale of dlamonds claimed
by the Belgians lead us to believe that the diamonds about which we made Inquiry
in Germany are the same as referred to in the press. On the basis of the reports
and information which we have it would appear that the diamonds in question, if
the same as those about which we inquired, were looted; and if the Belgian Goverr
ment is uneble to substantiate its claim and therse are no other claims, the
diamonds should properly fall withinithe category of non-monetary gold to be
turned over to the IRO pursuant to 3 ticle 8 of the Final Act of the Paris Con-
ference on Reparation, the Five Power Agreement of June 14, 1946 and the United
States Joint Chiefs of Staff "Non-Monetary Gold Directiveo
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It would be greatly! appreciated therefore, if the Department of State
would take the necessary action to postpone the disposition of the diamonds by
OMGUS until the Department has had ample time to study the question further in

the light of documentary information which the IR0 hopes to submit in the very
near future.

On behalf of the Director General of the IRO, may I express our appre-
ciation for anmy attention which you may be able to give 10 this matter.

Respectfully yours,

Abba P. Schwartz
Spec1al Conaultant Reparations
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8 June 1949

Colonel A, L, Hamblen

Deputy Chief '

Civil Affairs Division
Department of the Army

Rm. 2 C 563-Pentagon Building
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Colonel Hamblen’:

In the absence of General Msgruder in Paris, I would like to présent
for your information and consideration the following matter which is of sub=
stantial interest to this organization.

The International Refugee Organization has learned through press re-
ports of the existence of approximstely 200,000 carats of dismonds being held
by the Department of the Army at the Foreign Exchange Depository in Frankfurt.,
These diamonds have been claimed by the Gelgian Govermment as being of Belgian
origin, It has also been reported that the Department of the Army has decided
to turn these d:.amonds into the German economy.

As you know, the IR0 has been charged with the responsibility of
disposing of property looted by the Germans for the benefit of non-repatriable
victims of Nazi action. The quantity of diamonds question is so wvast that
our staff members familiar with the German diamond industry believe strongly
that they are not of German origin, and that there is a strong presumption that
they were looted by the Germanse.

P
The IRO has been assembling statistical information on the German

diamond industry which, we believe, will tend fto substantiate the strong pre-
sumption thet these are in fact looted diamonds. We feel also that, in view
of the large quantity of diamonds involved, the Depariment of the Army will see
fit to undertake a thorough examination of all relevant documentation bearing
upon this case befors a final decision as to the ultimate disposition of these
diemonds is reached and implemented.

I shall be grateful if following such a study, the results, whatever
‘ they may be, be made khown to this office.

Sincerely yours,

We A“ Wood » Jra
: ' Hajor Genersl, U.S. Amy Retired
WAW3/DR/at Chief, United States Office IRO

cc: Mr, Warren-3tate

Geneva IRO ‘
D. Rolbein (2)

33781g
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Berlin - Spril 30, 1949
CHGUS Publie Information Gffies

inited Htates Military Covernment offiolals commenting on the alle-
sablons made by the Federation of Belglan Dispond Exchanges that military
gavemmt had refused to restitute enormous cuantities of poliched and in~
dustrinl dismonds to Belgiwm pointed out teca:;r that the statewent by the
Pederation that the Belglan suthorities hed estgbliahad beyond doubt itse
right to practically the whole of these properties ig a mlsrepresentation of
the facts. The Helgians feiled to establish identdfication which 15 rve-
quired for the restitution of such properties, according to Mr. Orren R. Me
Junldns, Ghief of the Reparations and Restitution Breunch, Property Division,
MGUS .

"In an at t:a’ b m cbtain these properties the Belglad represontae
tives ingioted that milltary govermment permit Belgian designated experts to
inspect these promrtiea, but this request was dended for obvious veasons,
Hilitary Goverment engeged &n independent group of W)Qr’td to deterndne
whether or not the diamonda could be identified and its findings were that
identificatlion was impossible.  As 8 result of this determinaticon, no further
congideration could be given to the Helgian clain for the diaponds. Had the
Belgions been able to identify these dlmmonds 1t would have still been nscen~-
sary for them to establish the faoet that these diaponds were physically in
Belgium at the beginning of the Gesman occupation of that country,"

A to the 50 thousand earats of polighed diamonds alleged Ly the
Belglans to have been seized by the Germans, Militery Govermment offieials
state thet they have no knovledge of the whereabouts of these properties
and so far have not boen provided with any information vhich might lead to
their recovery. HNHilitary Covermment has worked cut a plan for disposal of
the industrial dismonds by sale for use in the German oconcmy in small lots
t6 prevent flooding the market and et such srices as ere established for
current imports. Sale of these properties hes slresdy started.

337817
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CLATM OF THE INTERNATIONI&;'REFTJGEE ORGANTZATION -TO DIAMONDS LOOTED BY

NMIS'M':MGOWRﬁbi FY THE U.S. MTLITARY . AUTHORITIES IN GERMANY

Introduction

1. . The International Refugee Orga.n:t.zatlon requests that the 198,000
| ca.rats of mdustrml diamonds recovered by. the U.S. Mllltary Authorlt:.es in
Germany, which were “the subject of the GMGUS (Berlin) press release of
,30 April 1949, be made avallable 'bo the RO in accordance mth the mtent
of Article 8, Part I s of. the Final Act of the Paris Gonference on: Reparatn.on, i
the Five-Power Agreement’ of N June 191;6, and the Joint Chiefs of Stafi‘
. 'Non-Monetary Gold Da,rectn.ve to Gomznand:t.ng Generals, USFET and USFA
2. ' The IRG hae undertaken th:.s intensive study ei‘ ava:\.lable J.nferma-
 tion on the acurces of industrn.al dlamonds in Germany, on German impor‘bs » con-A
sumptlon and stocks cf industrial diamonds in Germany both before and during

the war. It embraces offn.clal statistlcs of the German and other governments ¥

‘brade statlstz.cs comp:r.led by The B:La.mend Ne-ws, The Dlamond Industry, by the

“U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Burea.u of Lﬁ.nes, by the U.5. War- Pro-

: duct:.en Bcard, ‘and Speclal Repcxj;e on D:Lamcnds by xl.l;.e‘d Mllitary Intelhgence.
The IR@ has also -inﬁerviemd' diamond merchants whc pe:csona]ly ﬁere ‘despoiled |
'oi‘ the:t.r property by the Nazis 1n order to galn an :Lnsn.ght into the methods
by which the Germans may have accumulated stocks of mdustr:\.al diamonds. -Al-
though there are gaps in the 1nformat3.on as 1o precise quantities, never-

~

P the-less the ‘preponderant weight-of evidence. points clearly to the following:



http:diainon.dS

e e RG < .
Agry D, mo;@ | m;:émm(ﬂ &

Entry |
B N o NN T il
i 1Box 37 .

“(a) At the outbreak of the uar, German stocks of industrlal d1a~
moﬁds derived from.purchase abroad were approxlmately 860 000 ‘carats. Th1$
reserve could not support even the mostvurgent German war requirements for -
more than tﬂo years; i.e., through mld 19&1 |

(b) The German Government engaged in wholesale 1oet1ng of dlamonds
;of all types in a desperate effort to maintaln its prodnctlon of war. materlals.
This lootlng extended even to strlppxng dlamond cuttlng machlnery.

(¢) The quantity of industrial diamonds looted was vastly‘greaﬁer

| than’the'1§8;®©© éa;ats'p;esgntly pe}qkby'ﬁhe U. S. MilitaryjAuthoritigs. The

IRO is ccnvinced that there still remain_hidden caches of diahdnqs from.theSe
éxpropriations; and that hany of the diamonds now in possession of German
Jewelers and diamond tool manufacturers_have been obtained from looted Seurces.
These conclusions are supported by:
(l) Statistical analysis of German prewar xmports, consump—
‘tion and stocks of industrial diamonds to the outbreak of
- the war in September 1939.

(2) Governmental and prmvate documentary evidence of German
lootlng of dlamonds before and during the war years.

(3) Documentary evldence of exten81ve shortage of 1ndustr1al ‘
diamonds dnrzng the war years.

Appendlx II presents the detailed analy31s of the German industvial
position priorkto and durlgg thg war.. It is footnoted with the sources of infor-

mation., Appendix III contains affidavits of victims whose diamonds were looted,

" as wéll as phapostatic copies of docuﬁégts felating to German looting.

As a result of this investigation, ﬁhg'IRQ concludes that the indus-

trial diamonds found by U.S. Authorities in Germany are but a small part of the

‘dlamonds (1ndustrlal and others) looted by the Germans from inhabitants of- Germany,

Austrla, Gzechoslevakia, Belgium, Hblland, France, Hnngary, Roumania, Pbland, and

the occupied Balt1c and - Scandlnav1an States. Many of these pegple, in the main

anecelpt 5 EEited of additional ‘affidavits from victinms resident abroad.
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’Jéwigh,%yepebgubéeqnently'killgd.ﬁ=Awﬁe}yﬁgreat:ﬁrqportién of theAigotad
diamondﬁ]deriyas therefore frgmeéw;sh'éwnefs who are ﬁQWjdéad.' The diam6nd
induétrx‘oﬁ,thQSe gogntfies, és Qf,ﬁést,af,ﬁhefw%rld, had traditionally;begn,
.Jewispgggterprisésn With the faétio@ Jootiﬁg and the fact of pgedcﬁinant;@u
‘Jeﬁishugwnership recognized, it is‘oﬁviduSa‘thét'these'diamonds byfevery
moral and’ legal standard shculd not be ‘used in the reconstructlon of the
German economy. To do so, would be to permlt preperty previously‘locted frem
| the victims of Nazi persecution to be utilized for the a531stance of the ag— '

¥

V'gressors--and to commit a travesty of justice.
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PART I

PREVAR GERMAN INDUSTRIAL.DIAMOND. IMPORTS, CONSUMPTTION:AND STOCKS
Accumlation of German Stocks in the Préwar Decads

The prewar pattern éf German diamond 'supply andvrequirements mst be
viewed in fhe light of German armame.‘nt’ prodﬁ’ctic‘m.‘. The Nazi- armamént ‘program
preceded the war proéuct:x.on programs of the Western Powers by several years and
was well under way by 193k. Durn.ng 1936 1937 » 1938 and 1939, German war produc-
tion was rapldly increas:mg and had almost approached its peak by 1939. As a
censequence ’ consu.@p’clon by Gemany oi’ 1ndustrial diamonds increased very rapld-‘
ly. During those years dlamonds cauld of course be purchased abroad and German - o
mpox*bs were very substantlal. )

The Nau war planners, having in mind the i‘act that all 1nd1(1str1al
. 1) A

1o be imported flfom areas under Allied cqntrol, attempted to buildup a stock-

pile of industrial -‘diamonds This theyrdid succeésfully by reshz‘iét’ing‘ Athe‘ ,' ,
consun@tmn of industra.al dlamonds, and by increasing :meorts in prewar yaars. » : |
The rapid increase :Ln German inports is at‘bested by Ernst mter, head of the
firm of Ernst Winter & Sons. Th:x.s company alone consumed about one-third of

total indust.fi:al Véiémpnds ‘brought ‘into Germany. Winter's statement toA'A'll:Led ,5

1)

Total Brazilian production did not exceed 350 000 carats at its peak in 1939.
‘0f this total, the U.S. alone imported 180,0 ,000 carats. See Dn.amond Industry,
1939, edlted by S.H. Ball, published by Jewelers clrcular Keystone, N.¥.Ce
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Eili‘bary ‘Intélli‘genbe is- as ‘folléwé ¥Ten yéafs before {[the war] ‘the 'yearly
influx o:f:' mdustrlal dlamonds amounted- to 2,000,000 RM and rose durlng ‘the last
two years [before the warfl to perhaps 75000 , ) BM. . This included all types of
lndus'tr‘ials.. @ Restrlct:.ons on use. cgme early. In 1935, s for example, dia-
nbn{i ,borﬁng'éz"owns were ﬁqrbiddén,(B) D:Lamnd use taxesmre mposed and all
imports ,Qf.-in&x;stria; diamonds ﬁe;ﬁe .subject $o ‘Govexfnment permt. Impoﬁ,grs
were. obli'ged«ﬁo depbsit *Ilsheir diamonds*"'wfi‘th‘ a central depos‘itéi'yvinserli«nj

and scould draw on these stocks only 1f theypresented orders from armament in-
UV ,

‘ ‘d:u.stra.es. '

, - The Relchstelle fur Technlsche Erzeugnisse Wwas very successfnl in .
bu:.ld:mg up a substant:.al stockpile of :mdustrlal d:z.amonds. By the end of ;'1.937, :
it appea.rs that. this stockpile was almost 2 ,500 000 carats of mdustr:.al stones
‘:anlud:.ng Boart and 1arge and small industnals. ‘l‘his large stockp.ﬂ.e together
| with the op’c:.mism engendered by Nazi polit:.cal successes in 1937 and 1938, and
. the need 'c.o conserve foreign ‘exchange induced the Germans 'to curbail sharply
.then.r imports in 1938 to about one—@arter of the 1936 and 1937 rates. | Th.:Ls
cutback was so' severe the Diamond Newé repar'bed that "The German cutt:.ng n.n-

(5) -
dustzy suffered a major sathack in 1938 because of a reduo*blon in import.s.” .

F.TiA.Ts (Field: Intelligence Agency, Technica.l) Report #370 - The German
Abrasive Industry, by S. He K:Lst.ler, Joint Intelllgence Ob,jectrs Agency,
Washington, D.C., 1945, p. 31, 32

BeT (Britz.sh Intelligence ijectlves sub-committee) F:Lnal Report #lhhS -
The” German In&ustrial Diamend Industry, Pe. 23 .

(L) | |
. F.I.A.T. Report #3?&},' Pe 31, ;32 -

() R o
The Diamond Industry, 1938, p. 6
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German consumption of industrial diamonde, however, continued to increase in
line mth the huge productlon of nn..'J.:L’c,arj,r equlpment.  Thus 1938, a depression
year i‘or the U.S. and most oi‘ 'Westem Europe, wes a banner year for. German pro- -
duct:.on.' Steel product:x.on, to c:Lte -an example N 1nereased by 17 per cent over
its 1937 rate~—~from 21.9 mlhon net tons to 25, 6 million net tons.‘ ) ~ Consump-
tion pf :mduetr:.al» diamonds 1ncreased ~from apprcximately l,h“,OOO carate' in
1937 to-about 1,700,000 in 1938. ontinued high consumption and reduced 1mports
cut sharply into the ‘stocks of 1ndnstr1al d:.a.mends. Stoeks therefore decreased
;t‘rom 2,&59 000 carats at the end of 1937 to 1 096,000 carats at the end of 1938.
This sharp- reductmon of diamond stocks*, the g‘romng difficulties with the Westene
Powere s and the incessant requlrements of Germn war industries gearing up - for
the Pollsh invaslon » forced the Nazis into the mrld diamond markets again. The
German trade agreements with the. Herzeg Government oi‘ the Um.en of -Scuth. M‘nca
' covering 520,00@ of mdustnal dlamonds in 1938 was stepped up by the Sth Payment
.Um.on Agreement (September 1, 1938 to August 31, 1939) to pmnde :t‘or z.mport of
| industmals valued at £115,000, an a.lmst sixfold increase. 'I'he 6th Payment Agree—
.ment scheduled to follow the completlon of the Sth Agreement s also mvolved in-
dustr:\.al diamonds mrth £115,000. This latter agreement was abrogated by the South
Afmcan Government on the outbreak ef the war in September 1939, and no diamonds |
were; ‘sh;pped -as ' a result-. o£ th;.s agreement._ (?) The eharp‘ “mcreaee.‘ in German dia-
mond im'ports from Africa, Bra'zi]“.‘, »Bel_g’iﬁm and “ther areas in 1939 ceull:d not halt

the ‘&epleti’oh of - German in&ustrial diamond.stoeks. The increasing tempoof war

~ Annual Statistical Report, American Iron and Steel Industry, 19L5; p. 125
@ S |
. .The Diamond Industry 1939, p. 8
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preparations J.nev:x.tably :mcreased 1ndustr1a1 d:x.amond consumptlon so that by
the outbreak of the war s J.ndustnal d:.amond~ stocks attained through fere:t.gn
purchases were apprommately 860,{300 carats. (See- Appendn.x 171, Table I). '
The growth and decline of German dlamond s-tocks, and the rise in
consﬁn‘ipftion and imports .'ézﬁ‘e‘“ éleaﬂysh‘ovm in Chart I (See Appendix iIr).. A
wordvo‘i-‘ explanation is necessary for the proper év'alué.tioﬁ éf this Chart.

The crucial figure for ’che’purposes of this report is the size of Nazi.stocks

at the outbreak of the war,i;derived' solely through legi‘bima'te’ German purchases -

~ of industrial diamonds with German funds. This is.what the Chart portrays.

To the extent that German stocks were enriched by plunde.:r, extbi“i;ien, and loot-
:Lng i‘rom the time the Nazis galned power to the e.nd of 1939, the stock f::.gures
* shown in the.Chart are Vsmal_.le;‘ 'bhan the,actual stocks. , All that is nscessary
to shqw however is that legi'bimate stocks: could nbt hava been the source of
"'the'200 ,000 carats in issue. There is no question but that stocks from all
sources 1eg‘”itima;t;e and plunderéd wei‘e_ used by the Nazis and as we shall shbw

the plundered stocks c‘onst‘itiite’dk virtually the entire supply from 19)2 on.
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' CONSUMPTION OF INDUSTRIAL DIAMGNDS DURING TI-IEWAR~ 1939-19Lk

Gould 860,000 carats of industrial dlamonds support German war -

consumptzon from.September 1939 through l9hh, a perlod of over five years,
.. )

and stlll allow at least 198,000 carats to be left intact?

Thls is the crucial questlon, and te pose the questlen lS v1rtu~' -
ally to answer 1t. Allowmng for the utnnst conservatlon of 1ndustrlal dia—
monds, a aupply of 86@,@00 carats in 1939 could not p0331b1y have mst the -

nwst‘urgent needs‘of”wartlme military,productlcn. Even if thefGerman authorltiese

“were able to curtail consumption to a ‘rate no greater than in 1932 (19@,000

~ carats) when their total industrlal production was no! more than a fractlon of

A> their wartlme 1eve1, thelr stocks would have been exhausted by the mlddle of

19h3. Further to predlcate German war preductlon for five and one-half years
of war upen a stock of 860,000 carats of which 198,060 remained unntillzed

would imply that German average ccnsumptlon over this perlod was no greater than

82,000 carats per year, or. less than hdlf of” the German depr6381on rate of con-

g sumptlon. Whan we conszder that the TU.Se consumption of industrlal dlamonds in

19L1y 1942 and 19&3 averaged over 6,000,000 carats per yeax;omer 80 times as .

. great as the requlred German rate whlle U.8. war output was probably no. greater

)

(9)
than three times the German war output,the abqurdlty of this position is patent.’

.Ernst Winter, head of Ernst Winter & Sons, manufacturers of diamond: tools ac~

counting for almost a third of total Gefman ‘consumption mentioned’ during his
interrogation by Allied Military Intelligence in 1945 that.the stocks held
in Berlin were split into severdllesser’ hoards after the severe bombing of
Berlin and thit the largest of these was ih Sturtzbach, Thuringia.- To his
knowledge these had not been found by either the Americans or the Russlnas.
Fo OAOTQ RepOI“b #370, po 31’ 320 . S

(9)WPB Files on Industrlal Blamonds (Code 528 5) in U.S. Archives indicate

‘American consumption of 12,000,000 carats in. 19h3 or a rate of over 135 000

: carats per mllllon tons of steel productlon. L

337830
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It is true that German war 1ndustry, as a resul‘b of the severe |
diamond shnrtage in Werld War I 5 had developed -b\mgsten carbn.des to a. h:l.gh
degree of peri'ectlon as -a subat:x.tute for d:.amond tools.. But even the hardest
.oi‘ the tungsten carb:x.des are mich inferior: to the softest industrial diamnds.
Industrial diamonds are Py therefore 3 n.ndlspensable for quality pmduc‘bz.on es-
peclally in aircraft, armored vemcles, 'banks, and precision equipment.(lO)
There is no evidence that German mtenel had c}etemorated in quality unt:r.l '
the clos:.ng stages of the war, «Thisﬁse of sub'sti"tu‘bes even before the war
1imted the sav:mgs possible in wart.n.me use of diamonds. ‘Thus in 1937, 1938 -

| and 1939, when German stocks of diamonds were substantial; German consmnpti.‘é'n
of diamonds was' at a rate oi‘ appro:dmately 65 ,GOO cara‘bs per million. tons of
crude steel produced, or 1ess than half the American. wartime rate.(ll). Thus
though conservation is alvays ‘possible, German industry which had been ha:.ned
on a low diamond die‘b, could less easily curta.il :Lts da,amond consump'b:x.on than
other coun’cries. However, 3y even 1f Germany could have restricted her consumption
fe as little as 20 per cent ‘of- her 1939 ‘diamond use or about one-fifteenth as |
' 'muc}x as US consumpt:.on (apprommataly h carats per year) s German stocks | ,

would have been dissipated before 19112.

(19) ' '

Thus - Sidney H. Ball, d:.amond expoer'b of the U. S. Bureau of Mines and

editor of The Diamond Industry remarked: "Due to army mechanization, in-
‘dustrial diamonds are a mich greater factor in war than they were 25 years
ago. This is particulsrly trus in Germany where alloyed steel is useéd

more than ever before"—Diamond Industry, 1939, p. 15; ahd "No imporant

war weapon is used today by our Torces in the manufacture:of which the
diamond is not used and by which the mamufacture- is not speeded up.*

Diamond Industry, 1943, p. 29 : o

Tt is because dlamnds are 1argely used to cut, grn.nd, bore s polish, and -
draw steel that this report has adnpted the prod:uction of steel as a general
:_ndex of diamond consumpt:.on. '

ul)WPB F:Lles, op.c:.t. o B

et e g o me 6w an e e - - -
- . . . . .

337831'1*
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There is é.ddi’tip_nal evidence Vto buttress the ‘cqnéiqs‘i%ﬁ‘ derived from
the. stati'sﬁicéf Qf German wartime consumption of industrial diamonds that

860,000 carats would have been far too small to meet Nazi war pfoduction de-

~ mands and that in fact mich more than that was 1 consumed. The consumption of

. a typical German industrial d:_amond tool manui‘acturer dunng the war is given

{12) \

~ in the B.I.0.S. F:Lnal Reporb. . The firm of Rudolph Heger, Fre:.burg Ain

Bresmgau,. a produ;:er of diamond tools since 1908, repcrt.ed its corgsumptmon of
industrial diamonds as follows:

: : : ~ - R - & of Prewar

- Prewar consuimption 500 carats per month
- Wartime up and through 1942 200 carats per month’ Lo .
1543 50 carats per month 10
WL ' ' © Noné until December @~ 10

whén 53 carats were allocated. at
a price of LOOO RM or almost 80 Ry
per carat. ' ‘ ‘

N ‘- Thus it éppears that for almost three and one half years following the
outbreak oi‘ the war, German consumption was approxima*bely Lo per cent of 'bhe |
prewar rate or about 450, m carats per- year. on +this basis, German cansmrgatlon
from September » 1939 through December 191;2, would have requ:.red about
1, 500 »000 carats, about tw:.ce the 1eg1t1maté stockg available in 1939. .The over=-
whelmng shortage after 19)42 is evident in the fﬁ.guressp) Rlidolph Hegeris con-
sumptlon in l9h3 and 194 was only 10 per cent of the prewar consumpt:z.on, On |
the ba31s of .the total censumptlon flgures shown in Cha.rt T this muld be equiva-

lent to a consun@tmon in the last two years of the war: of appromately 190 »000

(12)
B.I.G.S. Final Report #l&hS, p. Bh

(13) o " T
The shortage appears to have be

4 reme as early as' 19)40. The official

the comment that an
(Nazi Conspiracy ‘ar
Prosecubion of Axis |
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carats per year‘ This flgure is conf}rmed by the testlmony of Ernst Winter.

(L)
Accordlng to an F.I 4.T. Report. Winter's‘bstlmatlon of volume used durlng

the 1atter years of the war was 15000 carats per month“—-—(lS0,0ll carats per ‘
year or about he@,ooo carats to the end of the war). Thus the personal testi-

mony»of German manufacturers 1s con81stent with and corroborates the clear

. pmcture derlved ‘from the prewar statlstics of imports, consumptlcn and stocks.

It is therefore fundamantal that German stocks derived frcm.purchase ahroad

up to-September»l939.could not‘have supported German consumption beyond l9h1.

Germany conSumed approximately 25@@@;@00 to 2 25@,@@@ carats éf indﬁstrial

diamoﬁas?durihg‘thé~wars' German industry obtalned at 1east 1,200,000 -

‘ l,h@0,000 carats from sources. other than . prewar imports.

The ev1dence is crystal clear that at least the 1 200,00@ - 1 h.@ @0‘ ' '

carats were obtalned dlrectly and 1nd1rectly from 1ooted 1ndividuals and comr

panles, preponderantly of Jew1sh origln, ‘ag’ established in the fbllowmng pages. ‘

)

FoIoA.To Repor‘b #370, po 32

337833
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A+ Tmports Froﬁ Neutrals

‘ Befgra cons;dering’theAqﬁ§S£ion¥6f‘German~iootingvfromfthefqéwish
people ail'Oye:;Europé and from other victims, we mist consider thg”pdsgig'
bility of Germén impbrts ffom céunfries beyand Allied centrol‘ The most ime-
;portant producing countries outsida of Africa (which accounts for 98 per cent
of the. indnstrlal dlamond prodnctlon ef the world) are Brazll and- Borneo.

Berneo production is trivial.A From 193h-1939,.Borneo,preduced-an

average of 18@0 carats a years . In“1939, her output was 2287 carats. It is

, possible that the ‘Japanese 1ncreased ‘this eutput by mlnlng normally'un-

(15)

economlc areas to perhaps 1@,0!0 carats per year. . In view of the shor-

tage of’ dlamonds in Japan, not all of ‘this autput (if any) could ge to Germany.
’ Of somawhat greater consequence is Brazlllan output. In 1939 and

19h0, Italian airllnes were transportlng Brazmllan dlamonds to Germany.géé)

Brazlllan output before the war had been approxzmately 2@@ ,000-250,000 carats

per ygay,‘vlnjl939,\he: outputAﬁas BSO,OOG;Garats, efuwhich amount the’ §g$.'.

imported 180,62l éarats of industrial diamonds. In May 19, the U.S.:and

Brazll smgned an agreemsnt providing ‘that all 1ndustr1al dlamonds producéd

an

~in Brazll were to be experted to the U.S.. . Thus it is clear that Braz;l

was ellmlnated as a source of 1ndustr1a1 diamonds for Germany in the early

; stages of the war., In view of the heavy U. S. purchases prmor to that agreement,

1t is hardly'llkely'that in 1940, Germany obtalned more than two~thirds of the
remalnlng Bra21llan supplyu—-perhaps 50,000-100,006 carats¢
o193 ” |

The Dmamond Industry 19hl: p. 21

(16)
Ibld, p. 22

@an -
Ibld.

{

k 337534
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Tha official statlstlcs of the European neutrals, L Y- TN Switzerland,
‘Sweden, Ebrtugal and Turkey'show vmrtually'no exports of industrlal diamonds-
from these countrles to Germany during the war yearéf?a%n fact, however, it is
known tgatfsmuggling, black market and barterlng'deals‘£00k place between Naéi
agents and330ﬁ§¢§s~of'supglyzih’tﬁése ccuatriés,\eéﬁgbially‘SWitzeflandy |
Sweden anduPprtuga;. ‘These tranSacﬁiOns of course do not enter into the of-
ficial statistics. The Gérmén'agentS'in this trade were finan;ed by funds
looted from.Jews. It is to this traglc story of the German robbery of tha
Jews of Europe that We  now turn.

(l?a) ’
For years 1939~19h5, See

Portugal - Instituto Nacional de Estatistlca Commercio Externo,

- Volume IT

Sweden - Sveriges O0fficialla Statistik Handel av. Kommerskolleglum
Turkey - Statistique Annuelle du Commerce Exterieur:

Switzerland - Statistique Annuelle du Commerce Exterieur de 13

Suisse (See Appendix II)

o

' Waﬂ“
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B. The Plunder of the Buropean Jews “
’ }

'Though the slay‘ing oi‘ ‘the German ofi‘ic:.al, Von Rath, was the’
: pretexb s ‘one of the real reasons for the f:.rst great expropriat.:.on of the
Jews was the ominous drop in dlamond stocks in 1938 and the Nazi need to
~ acqu:Lre foreign exchange for the purchase of 1ndustria1 diamnds and other
v:Lt.al war ma’oern.als such as tungsten, chrom:.um, manganese 3 etco

The Jew:.sh populatlon of Germany was f:med 1, 000 ,OOG ,000 RM in -
Novémber 1938. This enormous sum was extorted in cash and in precious |
mstals, stones, art objectsy etc. Special Govermﬁent bureaus w‘eré"'sué,t up
for the purpose o:f.‘ receiv:mg jewelry a.nd art objects. By eai‘ljf March 1939, ©
German Jews and Stateless Jews were requlred to turn thelr Jewelry over to -

e

: government pawnshops (the notanous "Pfandleihe") mlch were to Ypayh for

. them.(.m? The predn.c‘o:.on expressed m many -German‘ publicatlons ”that the
*fraulem may soon find her dn.ammnd jewelry confiscated for national factory :
purposes" was avart.ed by tha vast quantity ef stones stolen from the»,Jews.Fw)
B:fr the eﬁd of 1939‘ too a stream of diémonds and o'bher loot waé com:i;ﬁg in

' from Po]and where the Nazn.s were mthodically strlpplng the largest Jemsh
populata.on in Europe of its valuables. A pathetmc and mnstrous inventor'y

; ,‘ from the exbermnation camp oi‘ Laublin mdlcates the neurotic thoroughness

of Nazn._plunder. - When £ounta1n pens,. eye glass frames, and broken watches
were collet:‘ced;. how could' dlamonds be, over-‘-l‘oék‘ed? In fact they were not over-
looked as the attached list taken from the Oi‘;t‘icial Proceedings a‘h Nurnberg

(20)
ghow. .

(18)

‘Diamond Industry 1939, P. 5

‘ ,(19) )
~  Diamond Industry 1939, p. 15

(zo)Nazn. Cons: 1rac Ty Supplement A, 191¢7 » Document 39148-?8 s pages 677,678.
‘ See Appe ax LIT 3 '

337836
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| AS indicated this list was jubs'tt thev'se’t‘:o;id‘shipmen;b_from the Polish
exberm:.natlon camps. The Prévi‘siohai ﬁalanée :'E‘;}iee'b of the '.ACtion 'V"Reinhardt“
(exterm:.natlon of the Jews in the I.ubl:m area) from .a.prll 1, 19h2 to December
15, 1943, mclusive, showed a value of 178,716 9“ 59 RM. A8 Globocnik, SS
Gruppenmahrer and Lt. General of Police 1n charge of the’ Action "Relnhardt"
stated “M:.m.mum values h:/:we been assured 8o that the total value is more l:l.kely
twice Vas mich.® (21) of the 178,745, 960 59 RM, the wae’ﬂelry total accounted for
over one-fourth, in Globocnik's estlmate appronmately h3 m.lllon RM. Thus,
we ‘have items with diamonds as follows: ' N

15,883  Rings, gold, with brilliants and diamonds 23;821;;500.3154

353 Bracelets with brilliants and diamonds. -  1,232,000.00
130 Single large brilliants - : 130,000,060
2,511.37 Carat Individual brilliants. R ' 251,137,090
13,458.62 Carat Indiv:.dual diamonds : L 672,931.00

and ’oth;er sizm‘.lar matem.al. ‘This inventory was only a port:l.on of the: Action
"Remhardt“ and referred onl}r to Lublin to which area Jews from al'L over Europe,
as well as Poland, were brought(%z) ' : )
| The total qua.ntlty of d:.amonds ob'balned in this plllage of European ’

Jewery over a period of almos*t..? years is x;n}mem. ‘The Iublin list referred_‘ to
is undoubtedly oniy a smé.ll- fi‘aCtiOn of the total. on Mérch 31, 194, a German
official,: Kropp, i‘elt ohl:r.ge& to wrmte a memorandum “Subaectz 'Utiliza‘tixién c‘f-
Jewels and ‘so forth wh:.ch ‘were acqu:x.red by offlcial agencles :Ln favor of the
Ren,ch*'(a‘a? This niemorandum po:.nts out. that ‘*the questmn of a uniform utiliza-

tion of the prec:t.ous ob,]ects is. important. not only because the Relchsba.nk should
I ¢y B o - '

Nam Consp:x.racy, mpplement 4, Document h@Zh—PS s Pe 752 g

(22) . }
‘ Ibld., Document Lo2hL-Fs, p. ‘?61 e’c g. See &ppendix IIT |
(23) S Lo

. Ibid., VDocume‘nt 1393.17‘-‘,,1?3-, PpP. '6?‘5 2676,
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Reichsbank vault in Fra.nkfurt Germariy

(21&)
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' | ‘ ‘ N - (2h)
be given opporbuni'by to sell unprocessed jewels, e‘tc., .from the Melmer . ,

delivery the same ,wayas it did before and not‘onlyl because its equivalenﬁ

.belongs to the Reich but aisq due to the following r’easons':;....'rhreugh' sales -

to foreign countries a bbnsiderable‘ ap}oﬁr;t of foreign curreﬁcyennist have been
acquired. A large number of ggods ready for export are still in: possession
of the Pamn Shop. - Among others, dianonds of 35,000 carats and very small
diamonds (roses) of a very high value." Mention is made about the utiliia‘-'
tion oi‘ jewels by the Relchsbank in Kattowitz and jewels s a.s f.4 whlch have
been acqu:!.red‘as war booty, etc,-,_ etc.(zs) .

There are many aiffidg.v:iﬁs md:.ca’olng the existence of packing crates
in the vaults of ‘the Reichsbank in Frankfurt and Berlin, ste. | £y ‘For»exémple,

see Ai‘fidavits of Capt. S. Harrls, JAG]? and Lloyd Iou:.s Garnell, concern:mg the
26) }

QMelmer was the 8S Messenger who delivered the valuables from :Auschwitz and
Iublin to. the Reichsbank. ‘The deliveries from these camps were supppsed

to be secret and were referred to as the “Melmer Deliveries. - Nazi Conspiracyy
Supplement A, Document 3947, p. 675. - -

(25)
. .Ibid.;" pp. 675, 6?6

(26) ‘ '
Iblcl., DocumentsB‘)Sé—PB and 3976-Ps,pp. 686 and’ 690-691, respectively.
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Barterlng for Industrial Da.amonds

Thia grea’c 1oot1ng of the Europea.n Jewish cozmmm:z.ty undeubtedly
: served te swell German mchlstrial d:l.amond stocks d:.rectly ‘ohrough the ac—
'quis:.tion of 1ndustr:.als from Jemsh d:Lamond merchaxrbs, and :x.ndirectly
: through the sale of gem diamonds abroad to provide scarce fore:.gn exchange :
| for the purchase of indue‘br:.al diamnds a.nd o’cher war good.e and ’chrough the '
barber of gems for industrials :Ln SWitzerland and other netural countrles i }
. and to make available gem diamonds to be used for :x.ndustrn.al purpeses when - . ‘
. : all other sources were exhausted. o | ‘
‘I‘he sale of jewelry, gem diamonds and other valuable property
abroad fer 'bhe purposes ef securing “hard currency" 3 i.e., American dollars | ’
T . or Smss i‘ra.ncs B was an established method oi‘ German f:mance throughou’o “bhe '.: .
o There can be 11'btle questlon that a8 1arge portmn of the J.ndustrlal
dn.amonds ebta:i.ned abroad i‘rom 1939 through 19)41; represented exchanges cf
B semed gem d:Lamonds for industmals either directly through barter or :.n-
‘direc'bly through sale for hard currenc:.es and subsequent purchase. Though
gem é‘bones can be used for mdus’cmal purposes (and were so used by the
' Naz:.s in ‘bhe la’ter stages o:f' the war) such use represented a was‘be ef re-
scurces s for the xmch higher prlce of gem stones compared to :.ndustr:.als mea.n‘b\'

e

- tha‘t; for every ca.rat oi‘ gem quality as much as 10 to 50 carats of mdustrials_ '

‘\

) .';migh*b be ob‘ba:med. ‘ o ) P
| Three separate mm.stmes appear to have been :anolved 1n handling
d:.amonds se:.zed by the Nazn.s., The Re:.chstelle i\lr Technische Erzeugnisse,

. >ob'bained all usable :Lndustrial stones whlch ccmld be sent directly to the L

o
e U
o

o armament ':Lndus’ory. "D:x.amant Kontor“ was set up to handle Jemsh jewelry under‘ - |

L s e 3378?9M1 .
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the 1,m »000, l.O RM fine of November, 1938 » and the Diamond foice, Antwerp
for d:.amonds sen.zed in Holland, Belg:.um and France af'ber the fall oi‘ these

. rcountr:.es. The follomng is an English translatlon of a memorandum dated
May 7 3 19h2 s On behalf of the Military Commander for Belgmm and Northem
France relatlng tc the ut:.l:.zat:.on of diamonds san.zed legally. - A photoatab
of the German original is :l.n Append:x IIT. .

A \ Brussels, May Tth 1942,

The Military Governor for

Belgium and Northern France '

Chief of Military Department . b
Group 211/2 . ~ The Chief

‘ ‘ Densenschutzkommando Belgien
~BRUSSEIS
Utlllzatlon of dlamonds seized 1ega]ly on account of crm:.nal pmceedmgs,

in favor of the Military Department. ‘ | , }
Your letter dated 29/L/Li2 - Az @, 1720 - A.3. R

You are requested to deal as follows with the utilization of the - .
diamonds legally seized by Courts Martial, pursuant to Gurrency regula-—
tions or pursuant to a Regulatlon for seizures

1.,&11 raw diamonds are t6 be oi‘fered' for purchase to-Mr. URBANECK acting as
commissionary of the’ Reichstells fur technische Eraeugmsse” Berlin, and in
so far as they can be used ds industrial diamonds, they are to be sold to
the "Reichstelle.," Raw diamonds that would not be purchased by the.
."Reichstelle" are. to be: SOldf to the Diamand Offic'e, -Antwerp.

2. After evaluation by two experts, cut diamonds are to be sold to the e

Diamond Office Antwerp (not the Blamssnd Control Oi’f:l.ce) which has agreed
to purchase.

A In both events the sale will be based upon the prlces in force on May
10th 1940, as the diamonds handed.over to the “Reichstelle" are immediately for-
warded to the German armament 1ndustry, and as .the diamonds sold to the Diamond
Oi‘i‘lce are used for bartering against new raw materials, so that they will be

as well :,nda.rec’c.ly used to serve the purposes oi‘ the German Armament Industry.

You are requested to convey all necessary mfomatlen to the curator
'Frensel.
. On behalf of the Military Commander
for Belgium and Northern. Fratice
The Chief ‘of MWilitary Department
" By order o :
(s:Lgned) signature
XV Division Principal

33784
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The memorandum of Kropp‘previousi’l;.‘;;eferred*to indicates the
contmulng concern of ’ohe German banking authori’cles ever the ut.n.l:.zation
of diamonds and other valuablee in order to obta:.n foreign exchange.

The expropriation of the German Jews in late 1938 and 1939 was fel-
lowed in quick successnn by the plunder of ‘the. Pola.sh Jews at the end of 1939
and 1940, by the J.ootlng of the JerSh dlamond merehants of Belgium and Holland
of their considerable stecks of diamends, both inch;sﬁrial and gem quality-, and
the systematic spoliation of the Jews of all Europe in¢luding t!;e diamond mer-

ehents of Pragué s ‘Budapest"”and Bx;chares{t,} of a1l jeweiry and precious metals

through 1941 and 19112:‘ The ”peth'etic crates of diamond rings with-empty'se'ttings‘

from which the d:x.amnds had been removed whlch were recovered by the U.S: Army
and then turned over to the IRO by U.S. szltary Authomties in accordance with
the Joint Ch:Lefs of Stai‘f Dnrect:_ve on Non-monetary gold is mute but eloquent
ev:.dence of a large source of diamonds for the diamond tool industry of Germany.
In 191;2 » reports. mch tr:.ckled to Allled sources 1ndica'ted the desperate '
pl:l.ght of German 1ndustry for dlaznonds. The price of boart on 'hhe Swiss

~ black market had msen by t.hen to- $30 a carat, almost 30 tmes the pr:Lce in

(27)
1939. | "Germany, accordmg to reports s is already using gem stones in indus—

try, and the price of crushing boart. on the Swiss black market indieates he¥

(28)
dire necessity.

The document referred to prev:n.ously, listing the inventory ef d:.a-
monds and diamond r:x.ngs and the document of Kropp show that at least SO 2000

carats of diamonds were -baken from the Lublin and Auschmtz camps alone over

(27)
.Diamond Industry 19h2, p. ‘18

(28) . - : S
_Diamond Industry 19h2 s P. 18.  See also Report of the Bureau oi‘ Ressarch
and Statisties of Adv. Com. to Council of Nationsl Defensé on diamonds,
December 1940 (WPB Files) which. points to the use of gem diamonds, ordinarily
' reserved for jewelry, for industrial purposes..

B o I DR VU RS SO
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akperiod ef~roﬁghlywa year«and«avhalf;uﬁ
It would be no- exaggeration to suppose that this represents only a
(29)
mall fractlon, erhaps 5 per'cent, f the total of such loot. In France

alone “the Jewish communlty'was fined 1,000 000,0@0 francs. 'This ameunt, as in

o Germany, was pald 1n conS1derab1e part through conflscatlon of property of whlch

certalnly a large amount mst have been in the’ferm‘of dlamonds and diamond-
bearing jewelry. |
We'have’es yet been unable to go through all of the‘reéords collected

at the Nurnberg mrlals, but there. can be 11ttle doubt that the plunder of some

10 mllllon Jews of Eurepe, of whom 6-8 mllllon were mnrdered and stripped of
rings and-other'jewelry,'must-have ylelded'a'con31derable portion of the dia-

monds which went to the vitai tools maintaining the Nézi‘war machihe. To date,

of this vast’ 1oot, the IRO has recelved as non~monetary'gold from the U.S.

fyMllitary Authorities. only Ts 000 carats of diamonds to the value of approx1mately

1,000,?00 RM, less than one-fortieth of the value mentloned in the two extant
30)
lists.

)

1(30)

..It appears that perhaps half a mllllon people were murdered in these camps
during the period so that we derive a gruesome ratio of roughly 100,000
‘carats recovered by the Nazis. per 1,000,00 victims or perhaps 800, 00@
carats from the murder camps alone during the course of the war. This flgure is
probably very low for total plunder as the v1ct1ms were pretty completely
robbed before their last plllaglng. ;

Total IRG proceeds in dollar value from these diamonds was $225,000. The
German. uartlme conversxon rate was L2 RM per $1.00. . .

o et e i e i s v it

337842




L TR «W@r i S SR T T :

= e
"~ DECLASSIFIED . ?‘«RG'
fusrorty NND. 7600{0; 1

o ~ Entry Bes A s,
B)’MW”?‘“M File " Sea

"r Box 397 .-

o o st

i

. NAL ARCHIVES

l .
HEI R O
1 .

H

R‘EPRODUCEO M’ THE NAT 0

(2) ~ The Story of Diamant Kontor
. : U :
The -enormous mass plunc‘ler,which has been recc‘mntedj reciuired a
iarge‘ orgahizatidnl' to handle. the dianbnds flowing in from all corners of
Europe Dn.amant Kontor was . an assoclation oi‘ German dla.mond ‘cutters i‘ormed
‘October 16 1939 9 ‘under the aegls of the German Government to recut and dis-'
trlbute the d:.amonds and ;Jewelry confiscat.ed by the NaZI.S under the \Ton Rath
f:.ne‘. The promoter and manager of- thls assoc:x.at:x.on was Ernst Gremer., “The
repor‘b on this organlzation as prepared by the Intelllgence Branch ef the
Blﬁsmn 'efb_‘ln?es_tigatlen of Gartels ;and External Afs_sets of OMGUS 1n :eonauné;-
tion wif;h represeri%etives of the British Control Commission for Gefmy is
'gut:bma belows e
(1} t"J.‘he unavallablllty of diamonds resultlng i‘rom war embargoes |
ﬁre‘clpltated a depress:;on“:\.n hhe :.ndustry of raw dn;amondsf. " (page 1‘)
(2) nThe German Govemment embarked ‘upon a comprehensmve program A )
of utillzing diamonds m bulld:x.ng up German fore:.gn credits" (page 1)
..."ESPec:Lally damag:mg to’ the mdustry were the blocking restric-
t:.ons on raw dlamonds imposed by the Belg:.ana and the Engllsh to—
gether with Braz:r.lian and ﬁmerlcan f:l.rms.' The‘reeult of these |
conditions was that there were few diamonds held by the industry
in 1939 and the prospects of getting them looked rathe;c'“bleak."f
(page 2). | | | “ .
) (3) "The Jewsﬁwere fOfded by Germe.ﬁ de'c-ree.;cdturn in théir, jewelry
to thev Pfa.ﬁdle‘fghe. The persecuted people were either told that t hey

would be’pai‘d later or We're given a paltry sum.” (page 2)

T L
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(L) *Al1l of the documentary evidence would seem to demonstrate

that the association of cuite;t‘s (i';e‘., Diamﬁnt Kontor) was formed
solely for the purpose of cutting diamonds that the government
had extorted.from the Jews. 'In.fa'ct Cremer himself, at a mee-ting

of the supervisory Board of Dismant Kontor in 20 June; 1940ue...

stated:

(5)“"Thé sole a‘cti#a‘.ty of "t'his cdrpér;afion fD‘.FI.':) is as you know,

. _the dealing in diamonds- and, precwus stones i‘rom Jewish Jewelry

The Reichs M:.m.stry of Economics has issued by decree of 9 Becember, ,

'1939, ‘the directbns for thisl“ (page LL) ‘ ’

(6) mall dunng 191;0 s Dia.mnt Kontor handled Jew:.sh ;;ewelry ex- |
'clus:.vely.' Not only documentary evidence supports this statement s
But” Cremar gdmitted th;Ls without reserva’cmn durmg the course of
his mterrogat:.on." (page 7. ) A ‘

(7) "The assets which should be availatle as a result of the opera-

tions of the German diamond industry since 1940 are far greater than

' the supplyof diamonds in Gérmany and' foreign credits in which it might

have a beneficial inteie'_;s.t; The asséts should r}.nclude neariy all the
diamonds disposed- of by the vindsfry since l9h0..‘;.‘i"'~'(page 8) "

(8) “Title ‘could riot be passed to the purchaser since the German
d.:.amond 1ndustry never acquired title i‘rom the m.ghtfnl owners in
these cmmtgies, it only.got possess:‘?.on i_n the Lm‘?St vic:mus manner.?*s
(page 8) o | , | ,

(9) ;nm‘anél‘ys‘isgrbf the facts révealed- by ‘thi*s. inve’stigation

xglaléeé this principle‘ élearly appliéableu; In 1939 the German dlamnd
industry was in dire straits, the supply of ‘dénmércial d:.amonds was.

practically exhausted. But in 1940 the exploitation of the Jews

. ¢ o
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yielde& considerable quantity followed by large sources ex-'
torted from the Low Gou_ntrn.es a.nd France." (page 8)
. ' (10) "The diamnds possessed by the industry within Germany are
| ‘rather s:Lzeable. . Two rather large: sources have been 1ocated and
| effeptively‘ blocked. They are posseseed by Neumetzger,owner ef the
the firm Wunderlich, in Hanau and Ernst cremer,~manager of Diamant
Kontor." (page 9) o | :
"Bymhi's “own é@i_ﬁsﬁim" Neumetzger's, éto'ek‘ is worth over 5 '
million Reichsmarks while Cremer' s is »:valt‘;éd at somethiﬁg,b%réifé o
150 »000 'Reichsmafks. Neum‘étz'ger;’s diamonds are :Ln Ha’né.’u and have
been approprlately secured by the Millt.ary Gevernment there 3 wh:.le
Cremer's stock is in the Dresdener Bank in Frankfurt and in the
I i : Bad Nauhe:.mer 1Q'oll.keba.nk in Friedberg ‘which have been blocked by
- t.he th:.tary Government in Fra.x:xl*:furi; and. Fr:.edburg respectlvely.
The 'f:er, Imgrund* Machfolger of ~Ha.nau9 whl-ch was managed. by Erich .
'Viehmann is reported to have large stocks of diamonds." (page N
The excerpts speak for themselves‘ No one mll ever know the actual
quantities o:f‘ diamonds ldoted ‘or- who fmally galned possession of them. But it
T Vls apparent’that the whole German’ cutting mdustry could not have operated
for a year and a half unless the d:.a.monds taken from the Jews of &n'ope ran
mt?o the‘hundreds of 'ohousands of carats, _e;xd mllllons of dollars. It should
be stressed that the diamonds now héld by German firms are ;‘_aé the report

clearly etates',« far in excess of any amount they _couid‘ possibly claim legallys

o
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(3) - Diamond Looted from France, Holland, and Belgium

We are mcre'fortunate in having some records. of the quahtity

of diamonds looted in the Low Countries and France. These diamonds were

H

Mlegally seized,” for the most part from“Jews of these countries Who\had

to purchase theif freedom by paying in diamonds. Unfortunately their
freedom was only temporéry as many were ekecuted.“Wé_are in possession, '

however, of affidavits from some survivors. These are given in Appendix

111, | . o . '

The Diamond News of Octoﬁgr,'l9h5“reported'that the Allies were

asked to restore SO,QOO Cérats of diamonds valued_at 15 to 20‘millionﬂ
guildérs taken to thé Reich @uring the GérmanyJoccupatioﬁ, from‘Dutch T
Jewish‘dealers{ ]"Mbst'§f_this loot comprises individual''contributions!
with which éome’Jéwish‘diamoﬁd merchants had to purchasejtﬁeir freédbm,at‘
a price of 20,000 to 120,000 guilders per person.”

‘ Johann C. Urbanek of Joh. Urbanek & Co. probably the largest
1ndustr1al diamond consumez 1n Germany and delegate of the Relch of the
Relchstelle fur Technlsche Erzeugnlsse fortunately signed receipts for

these legally seized diamonds." . The following dpbument réfers to one

. seizure from Mr. Lens, a Jewish diamond merchant, of some 2100 carats in

 February, 19k2,

i 337348
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TRANSLATION

‘Temporarily at Antwerp
February 17, 1942

Joh, Carl Urbanek
Delegate of the Reich
Office for Technical Products, Berlln

To Field Command 520
Department IV, Antwerp
Subject: The‘Lens'case- o . < ‘
I have eiamineg th 2,409.70 carats of diamonds seized from
Mr. ILens and state that all of the diamonés are suitable- for industrial
purpbsés. B | | “
As thefe is a éhortage, sgbh.diamonds are espééiélly*sought
- after in Cermany for armament purposes, becausé'of their shape and size.
. : ) Heil Hitler!

(signed) J.C. Urbanek

I should like t¢ add tc the above letter of Mr. Urbanek that
this type of uncut stone ‘can not be purchased today either on the offi-
cial or the black market. They are therefore unusually important for
the armament industry, so that the return of these stones or of a part
of them would mean for us a loss of valuable raw material. Eventual
return of a part of the cut stones might perhaps be con51dered.

Heil Hltler.

(signed)fWiIliém Frensel
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It appears that Mr. Uﬁbapék:ﬁaa delivered to ﬁhe<ﬁeichstelle

f@r ErZeugnisse upwardé ofASOO,OOO'carats;of industrial diamonds, the .
origin of which is probablyvfromerance,‘ﬁolland, Belgium, and thevoWner-"
ship of which 1ies’mostly’with‘Jeﬁish diamOnd~mer§hants’of‘theééweountfies,
mény of wﬂém are'now déédvas are many diamondfmerchanté‘ih the rest of
Europe who had dellvered dlamonds io Belgium and Holland for cuttlng ‘and .
polishing purposes.(Bl) ) ‘ o

. The affldav1ts set forth 1n Appendlx III exempllfy the manner
in which the Naz1s selzed valuable personal property oi the same type as

(32)

the diamonds in question from thelr v1ct1ms.

(31)
Letters of J.C. Urbanek, Willlam Frensel, etc.

(32) , .
JAdditional affidavits of surv1vors 1nclud1ng vidims r951dent abroad
. will be submitted as they are recelved.
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PART III

INDUSTRIAL DIAMONDS ARE WITHIN THE TERMS OF THE NON-MONETARY GOLD DIRECTIVE

One of the procedufal questions involved appears to be whether the

“industrial diamonds in:question'cah be properly'subsumed under the category

"valuable personal prOperty which represents loot seized- or obtalned under
duress from polltlcal racial or religious v1ct1ms of Nazi Government....A
(See Non—Monetary Gold Dlrectlve, Appendix I)

The evidence presented in thls study shoWs: (1) that'the dieﬁonds

in question must have been 1eoted; (2) that those diamonds which were not

-directly looted were indirectly obtained by barter transactions of looted

gem diamonds -for industrials and threugh purchases abroad with foreign

‘exchange dbtained‘frem the sale of lootea.gem_diamonds§ (3) induStrial 1

diamonds, to war and 1nf1atlon conscxous Europeans, espec1ally Jews Whose

lives depended upon great moblllty were, llke gem diamonds, personal

o

property. Industrial dlamonds ag other gems were purchased as-a ‘hedge

agalnst 1nflatlon and as a moblle source of concentrated wealth whlch could

(32)

" be used in an emergency. (h) These diamonds Were industrial only in a |

V cla331f;catory.sense as regardsvthe victims from whom they were selzed.

(32) ‘ ‘ '

This was the practlce not only of Jews but also 1t appears. of Nazi
officialdom. In 1%9hl, there were reports of sh;pments of industrial
diamonds to the German Embassy in Spain for the account of high German
officials, against the dark days of Nazi defeat, Diamond Industry, 194l

&ggg%a', - gzj-g’V .le o o 0
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They'became indﬁstrial iny when theyewere eﬁployed-ih“toels‘and eeuipment.
As industrials were used for their exchange value so many'gem diamonds were
used for 1ndustr1a1 purposes, although they erlglnated as valuable personal
property. No dlstlnctlon can legltlmately be drawn between so-called indug=-.
trial diamonds and so—called gem dianbnds-when in the possession of the
merchants or individuals who held them. | .A‘ |
Article 8, Part I of the Final Act of the Parls Conference on
‘Reparatlon, and the Flve~Power Agreement of lh June 19&6 which dlrected that
, all non-monetary gold found by the,&llled armies in Germany be made avail- ,
.ah;e for pehabilitation and fesettlement of Nazi victims was not intended
to exclude from'non—monetary éolda property such as the so-cailed‘“industrial
diamonds" in question which were seized from victims,;from their‘persong ftom
© their hueinees‘stochs, or from the hiding places within their hwﬁ homes.. The
.opject of the ndhfmonetary~gold provieions of the above mentioned egreementsl
was to makeAavailable'for,the‘assistahce-of survivihg victims that property
- of a valuable nature seizedffrom viCtiﬁs. The Joint Chlefs of Staff Non—
Monetary Gold Dlrectlve, 1ssued pursuant to Article 8, Part I of the Final
Act of the Paris Conference on Reparatlon and Flve—Power Agreement was in-
tended to carry out the object of these &greements.«'CErtalnly, if a dlstlnc-.
tion is to be drawn between tiyaluable personal property" and %nenomlc looth,
hand tools, watch—makmng tools, work-shop tools, glass outters, etc. Whlch
were turned over to. the IRO as non—monetary gold pursuant to the JCOS Directive
by approprlate mllltary authorltles, would more readlly'be.v1ewed as economic
loot than would 1ndustr1al diamonds which represented in 1arge measuhe concén~—

trated personal wealth. Aside from any other factors, in accordance with thls

337849 7{
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interpretation it would appear that industrial diamonds sheuld:fail under
~ the non-monetary gold category. ’ 7 ,
Is it to be held that because the dlamonds in. questlon, though
they were valuableepersonal property of their legal ownerS‘from‘Whom they
were selzed are not to be used for the assistance of the surv1v1ng vie- t
tims, merely because the end uses to Wthh these dlamonds would havelaeee
put by the Nazié“were industrial? Do theSe diamonds therefore lose their
-vattrabutes of valusble personal pronerty9 o
Diamonds by thelr very nature no matter to what use they may ult~~
mately be put, ornamental or- 1ndustr1al cannot 1ose thelr characterlstlc of
being valuable personal property. ‘They dlffer fundamentélly irom such
articlee as machine tools, facterles, trucks and so forth which are clear1y~
'conomic" in nature and the disposition‘ofhwhiCh are subject to other repare- :
: tien agreements;t B . N | | .

' Are'diamonds beeause'they'cam be(used iﬁdustrially‘iess valuable‘
personal property‘than the pieces of 811ver and platlnum whlch have a wide
variety of 1ndustr1a1 appllcatloﬁs in the electrlcal and chemical 1ndustr1es,:
and which nevertheless have been “included 1n the property heretofore trans-

 ferred to the IRO? S o R
To make avallable to Germany the 198,000 carats, elther by gift

or sale, is to ignore the clear legal obllgatlons to the surv1v1ng v1ct1ms,
rand to contredlct the pollcy of the U.S. Government Wthh has: always taken

‘the Jead in the program for assistance to non-repatrlable victims,
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In view of the foregoing, the IRO réspectﬁﬁlly submits_that
the approximately 200,000 carats of;iﬂdustfial diamgnds should properly *
be turned over to the‘IHO as non-monetary gold within the terms of‘the

Jcos Direétive to be used for the’rehabiliiatipn and resettlement of

non-repatriable victims of German action.
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TRO/LEG/rep/1lc:
FINAL ACT OF THE PARTS CONFERENCE ON REPAIU;TION, 21 DECEMBER 1945

i

.- . F%RT I Artlcla 8.

ALLOCATION’OF AIM@&&%EION.SHART TO NON%REPATRIABLB

E S e GEI&IANACTION

In recognltlon of the fact that large nuﬂbers of"persons have

suf ored heav1ly at th@ hands of the Na21s .and now stana 1n dare need of ald
g . [ Rt ".

United States.of America, France, ‘the Uhh%ed Klngdom; Czechoslovakla and

Yugoslavla, ﬁn consultatlon wmth:the Intcrgovernmental Commlttee on Refugees
ghall, as soon as pO* N e lan

' Ac A share of reparatloa oon51st1nn of allxuh non—mon %ary gold
found by the Allied Armed Forces in Germany and in’ "additibn a sum not
exceceding 25 million dollars shall be allocated for the rehabilitation
and resettlement of non—rcwatrlable victims of German action.

. Be The sum of 25 million dollars ghall be met from a portion of the
proceéeds of German assots 1n nautral countries uh*ch are available for
raparatlon. : ‘

Ce Governments of neutral countries shall. be requested to make :
available for this purpose (1n eddition to the sum of 25 mllllon &ollars)

-assets in such countrles of victims of Naz1 actlon who have slnce aied
and left no halrs. . .

D. The persons eligible for aid under the plan in question shall be .
restricted to true victims of Nazi persecution and to their 1mmeﬂ1ate
families and dependants, in the follow1ng classes:

(i) Refugees from Nazi Germany or Austria who requlre aid and
cannot be returned to their countries Wlthln a reasonable
time because 01 prevailing condltlons,

(ii) German and Austrian nationals now r031dent in Gormany or
Austria in exceptional cases in which it is reasonable
on grounds of humanity to assist such persons to @alvrate'
and providing they emlgrﬁte -to other countrles ulthin a,
reasonable perlod.

(iii) Nationals of countrles Tonmerly occupied by the Germans who
K cannot be repatrlatcd or are not in a posmtlon to be re-
“patrlated within a reasonable time.. In order to. concentrate
‘aid.on the most- neady and desarving refugces and to exclude
persons whose logal ty to.the United Nations is or was
- ‘doubtful, aid shall bBe restricted to nationals or former
natlonals of prev1ous1y occupiled countries whomwere victims
of Nazi concentration camps or of concentration camps
‘established by regimes under Nazi influence but not including
persons who have been confined only in prlsoner of viax campso

E. The sums made avwllable under par&gr&phs A and B above shall ba
administered by the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees or by a

. United Nations iAgency to which appropriate functions of the Inter- =
governmental Committee may in thc futuré be transferréds The sums made
avallable under -paragraph C above shall be administered Tfor the general

. purposes referred to in this article under a program of administration -
to be formulated by the five Governments nzmed aboves. . ‘
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Fe. The non-monetary ‘olrl found in, Gonnny shnll be. pl‘ucco at the

e:mmntal Comm.ttw Neiel Rci‘ugees as soon as .
a plan hasg bﬂul’l vorkea out as, promded a.bove.

Ve e BRI

The In‘hexwovummuntd (,ommlttc.e on’ Rnfu{;ces ghall havc povier to ‘

carry out the purposes of the f‘und through xpproprlate publlc and

' cla:h.xa whigh individual mfmcos my : have‘ a.g.,m.nst a futuro Gummn
- Government)y except to the amouni of -the benafits that such refigees

may. hawe reoea.ved from thu sources I‘cferz‘eu .o in para.gn.phs A and
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@m POWER AGREEE@I\H?» OF lz,u JUNE 1946 ‘

In accordance with the;prOVlSlonS of Artlcle 8 -of the Final Act
: of the Paris: Oonference on Reparat&on, the' Governments. of the United
States of . Amerlean, France, the:United Kmngdom, Czechioslovakia and Yugo-
-.slav¢a, in consultation’with the Intergovernmerital Committes on’ Re:ugees,v
have worked “out, . in ‘common: agreement; the: following plan to aid.in the
rehabilitation and resettlement ofunon-repatrlable victims, of German actione
In worklng ‘out this planfthe signatory Powers-have been.guided by- the
intent of Artiole 8 and th procedures outllned belov are bascd on its -
terms' .

In recognltlon of speclal and urgent clrcumstances, the sum of
‘525 OOO 000 'having been.made available :by -Allied Governgents as & priority
o1l the- proceeds ‘of  theé: 11qu1dat10n of. German assetsin eutral;countrles,
is hereby placed at ‘the disposaliof the Intergovernnental Conmittee on
- Refugees or its successor: organisation: for ‘distribution to agproprlate
"¢ public ‘and private field. organisations.as.soon!as-they . have. submimted
practlcable programmcs in- accordance wmuh thls\agreemente .

A " It is the unanimous'and conuldered cnlnlon of ne Flv% Powers
that in the llght of Paragraph~H, of 4rticle: 8 of *the. Parls -igreement on
‘Reparation, the assets. becdming availableé.should be used not for the
compensation of. individual vietims.but  for the.rehabilitatien and resettle-
ment of persons in eligible classes, and that.expenditures on rehabilita=
‘tion shall-be considered ‘as-essential:preparatory -outldys to resettlement.
Since all available statistics indicate beyond any: reéasonable doubt -that
the: ovérwhelming: majority- of€ligible persons:under the .provisions: of
Article 8 -are Jewishj.all asssts except -as..specified.in Paragraph-B below
are allocdted for the! rehablllgatlan -aid. reséttlement. of eligible Jewish
‘victims of Na31 action; amnong whom ichildren. .should: Peceive. prefergatial
assistance,  'Eligible Jéwish:victims of. ‘Nazi-action arevelthex;;efugees from

" Germany or Austria. who. do not désire.to return.to.these.countries;.or
German and Austrian Jews now.resident.in. Germany or Austria who desgire to
emigrate, or Jews who were nationals or former nationals of ‘previously
cccupled oountrles and’ W6 were Victims of ‘Nazi. concentratlon caups or

. ooneeritration’ camps established by reglmes under Naz1 1nf1ueneeo

B, The sum of‘S2,5OO 000 amountlng to ten per CGHu., arlelng out
of ‘the #25,000,000- prlorlty on' the proceeds of German assets in neutral
countries, ten per cent, ‘of'the proceeds.of. the "non~monetary gold" and
five per. cent . oft the” “helrless funds" shall be adnlnlsterod by the Inter-
govérnmental Commlttee on* Refugees ‘or it's successor’ organisation through
appropriate public and ‘privaté’ orgaiisations forsithe rchabilitation and.
resettlement of the relatlvelyasmall nunbers: of ' non=Jewish victias. of
'Nazi action who are in neced of re seﬁ»lem onte Ellglele non~Jevish victims
of Nazi action .are re;wgees fram: Germany and 4Lustris who can &emonshete
that “they were perseciutced by.the.Nazis for‘rellglous, political, or racisl
reasons who do-not desire to return,.or German and. hustrlan natlonals,
slmmlarlj persecuted, who. desmre to. enlgrate. : '

Ce . . The Dlzcntor of the Intergovernmental Commluﬁbb on Refugues or
the Director General of the successor orgaiiisation -shall. under the -mendate
of this agreement make funds available:for: programmes submitted by the
approer&ate field orgunisations referred to: in Parapgraphs 4 ond B above

as ‘soon as'he has- satisfied himgelf that the:prograimmcsiare consistent
with the fcregolnc.. Only-:in. exeeptlonal ‘eircunstances.may the cost of
resettlement programnes oxceed a maximum.of $l,000: per adult and: .

£2,500 per child uhder: twelve years of ogo.. - The action .of.the Inter-
governmental Committee -on.-‘Refugeesor -its sitcessorsorganisation shall be
guided by the intent of Article 8 and by this Agrecment which is to place
into operation as ‘quickly as possible practicable programimes, of rehabil-
1tat10n ‘and: resettlement submitted by the approprlate flcla 0rgqn13at10ns«
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Committee on Refugees or. its sudcessor organisation is hereby authorised
to0 -take title. from the.appropriate. -authorities to all "non—monetary gold"
. found. by the Allles lnvGermany.and to u&ke sugh stepu s.may be-needed

H

glven‘ to s
are llqu:Ld

E. , Furtnem;orc. , pursuant to Par‘..gmpha c anc't E of’ Art:.cle 8 dn
‘Lha 1n’cerest. of Justlc’,o ’che Fr:,nch G-overnme,nt gonAbeha{lf of the Flve

selves w:m;h the Pr enoh G-ovemaent :Ln rm..k:r.n,g such nepresen’

neutml Powers. The ccnclus:.on th&t mnety-flve per-~, ,en’c

avmlable ‘ 'n’on-Je'wms 'z‘nctims is basr..é upon a;,l:l.‘bex'al presumptlon of
"helrless funda” non-J ew:Lsh 1n orig:.n. Th& "helrlbss funds" to be used‘.
~forthe e siwd sh ¢ 5

should bé made avaa.lable to app,‘_epr:}.ate f’:.eld organlsa‘c i
less funds" to be.used..for the ‘réhabilitation and 'rese’ctlembnt of non—»
J ewmsh vflot:..ns ofﬁ Naz:f. aot:l.on should be m&de ammla’ble to 'he Inter-

trlbutlon ~appronr1atb pabllc*and prlvate.
rmklng thesc:joint. repxesen‘batzons 5 thig s:.gnaté"
neutral countr:.es to tak:e;
flcatlon,“ K
“out of a

Um.tea States of' Amemca, France a_nd the.Umted ]
matter on b@half of the‘:- ig : ‘ L

thc French :Republle, certlu.ed copies belf'lg fdmlshod by
to the slp'na‘sorms of i

- Eli GINZEERG, S '
‘Delegate of* the Umted, States O gl:ovaxla .
of imerica. e o ~ AP o/

. . . H 4
B . . ‘£, i

Goorges BAUIT, . - . 'Mila;iBAmros;
Delegatc of Francee , -+ 'Delegate of Yugoslavia.

Douglas MACKILLOP, o e
Delegate of the Umted Kingdom of o L ‘
~ G.B. and Northern Irelond, T o 33 7855
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Berlin - April 30, 1949
OMGUS Public Information Office

. United States M:Llitary Govermnen‘b offic::.als commenting on ‘the alle-
gations mede by the Federation of Belgian Diamond Exchanges that military
government had réfised t3 restitlite ehormous quantities of polished ard in-
dustrial diamonds to Belgium pointed. ot today that the statement by the
Federation that the Belgiair authorities had sstablished beyond doubt its

. right to practically the whole of thése” properties ‘18 a misrepresentation of
the facts. The Belgians falled to establish identification which is re- -
quired for the restitution of such properties, according to Mr. Orreh R. Me
Junking, Chief of tha Reparatd.ons and Restitution Branch, Property Division, r
OMGUS., .

MIn an attempt to ob‘tain 'bhese proper'b:.es ‘the Belgtan representao
.‘tives insisted that mili‘bary governmen’t pemi‘b Belgian designated experts to
inspect these properties, but this request Was denied for ¢ébvious reasons.
Military Govermment engaged an indépendent” group of experts to deterniine
whether or not the diamonds ¢ould be identified and its findings were that =
identification was impossible:  As a result of this determination, no further
consideration could be given to the Belglan claim for the diamonds. "Had the
Belgiafhis been ablé to identify these diamonds it would have still besn néces-
sary for them to establish the fact that these diamonds were phys:.cally :Ln
' Belgimn at the begizming of the German’ occupatien of that coun'bry.

"As to ‘the 50 thousa.nd éarats of polished diaménds alleged’ by the

. Belglans to bave been seized by the Germans, Military Govermment officials
state that they have no knowledge of the whereabouts of these properties”
and so far have not been provided with any information which mwight léad o
theéir recovery. Military Governméiit has worked out & plan for ‘disposal of
the industrial diemionds by sale for ise in the German economy in small lots .
to prevent flooding the market and at Such prices as are ‘established for -
current imports. Sale of these properties has already started.

3378’%7
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e Smr———————— ——-——-—--—-—-———-————_—-—

(Thousands of Carats)

o ' Aniwal Cunizlated
o Diamond “Diamond . Additions Additions’
Year Imports m To Stock - _To Stock
1930 7740 351.7 #4223 42243
1931 - 2665 - . 256.6 A T99 432.2
32 5065 190.1 £oM6L  UBE
11933 - 32004 2624l £ 8.0 8266
1934 519.0 ~ 363.6 £ 155.4 '982.0
93 94l9 | k0.6 AoosL3 1503
1936 1576.7 - . 932.2 A 6Ll 2147.7
1937 1790.6 . 1479.3 £ 311.3 2459.0
1938 366.4 - 1729.3 © = 1362,9 = 1096.1
= 23543 - 860.8

1939 17642 1999.5

NOTES

Industrial Diamond Import for the years 1930—1934 are taken from the. official Gemn .
- Source: Sondernack = Der Aussenhandel Bwutschla.nds :

The statistics in the years from 1935 throughoiit the wa:t‘ pericd appear to be dis-
~torted either deliberately or through’ ificlusion of other categories for the re-

~ ported figures are in ‘the magnitude of “tens of ‘thougands of kilograms - a fantas-

. tic total exceeding the total of all ‘the diamonds ever prodiiced in the last 50
years. Data from 1935 through 1939 wére obtainéd by splicing the actiial 1934 figure
to the index of the sales of industrial dismonds by The Diamond Trading Corporation
of London, the company which accounts for 98% of the sales of all dismonds. Since
the United States of America and Geimany were by far the largest users of industrial
diamonds, accounting for over 2/3 of the puréhase of these diamonds, the sales of
Diamond Trading Corp. must therefore be a good index of the purchases of Germany as
-reflected 1n Germa.n Imports.

. Diamond Congsumption -~ The series on German dizmond consumption was derived on the

' basis of use of industrial diamonds per ton of steel produced. As has been indi-
cated the major uses of industrial diamonds are in grinding, cutting, boring, and
drawing (through a die) very hard steel equipmient. This figure is 23762 carats con-
sumed per million tons of steel produced and fabricated. This figure represents
less than 1/6 of average American wartime consumption. I t was used from 1930
through 1935. In 1936 the sharp increase in German mil:.'bary production and the con= -
sequent increase in the proportion of hard alloy steels to total steels led to an
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increase in the use factor, which wis “gradually §tepped up to a rate of 67550 carats
per million tons of steel — the ratés used for 1937, 1938 and 1939. 'This uge fac-
- tor is only" ]/2 of the American wartime average raté, On the bagis- of comparative -
use, it is believed that the consumption figures are conserva.tive. ‘Thus the U.S.S.R.
and the United Kingdom combinéd required 3,000,000 carats in 1942, & year in uhich :
their war productien was i‘ar short of Geman war production in 1939, S

Stocks - This figure is the difference between :impor'bs end consumption.

AN
Y
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| GERMAN STEEL PRODUCTION

| million net ‘bens‘

us
10.8
8.0

10,2 -

15.3.

A7

20,7

- 2.9

2546 -
29.6

252
256
25.8.
- 25,5
23.0.

5?

W C’//&

Gertian Steel Production

Source: @&l Statistical Rer orts , American Iron :

and Steel Institute
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Table ITT |

ANNUAL SALES OF Bgﬁ TRADIRG Q@ TIGN ,

In&ustria.l D:Lamands A

Dollgr
‘ ? Value . T
Year' 7 3000 R Index ..

1934 3 1249.9 C 22,6,
1935 4576.,6 100,0
11936 ‘ 6318.1 167.4
1937 .. . 6710.5 ©190.1
1938 o 1197.8 0389
- 1939 o5202.2 0 187.3
1940 . 5882.9 - 1200,1
1941 8060,0 365.1

Source: Anymal COrporate Report, ‘Diamond” Trading Corporation
a.nd also The ﬁiamond Indugj_:;x ed.: by S. He. Ball
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‘Suiss-EXpofts of Precious'éponesde.Gérmany*

. S Average Value
Year “Kilogg o . Value ‘ - Per Kilograms

" (m’ﬁfa'ﬁcs) . (m fFa'ﬁcs)
1939 © 136 113,588 835
1940 2. - hs,zeo‘ © hgp22
w1 - 2 . 6,766 ' 3,383
1942 23 . 62,810 2,731
943 . 19 - 65,20l - 3,b35°
194k 23 102,553 . L, 159

1945 1 L 2,260 25260

E

¥* The category of precious: stones is defined as "Praazous stones of all
kinds not sorted, garnets and Tubies in rough: for watch making.® In 19K3,
a sub-category of Rindustrial’ diamonds™. is added. However, no exports to
Germany: are listed. , e L S '

~ Source: -Stétisiiqne Anmuelle du Commerce Exterieur de la Suisse

N
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nounced they asked for a httle longer for a- furthar exchange-
f views. . After a fc\{ d‘xys I received an m‘amamon that I could
ring about the apphcatmn without. he51tat10n upon which I
" handed over the lettél Whl(.h I had prevzousl}, withheld. The
‘amount requested has been| handed to me today, and I have duly
_entered this sum in my speclal cashbook as a Credit. '
1 am, Your Excellency, alwavs v
Yours ialthiuily, Lo e
, ~ [initialled] K. -
l r ' i
TRANSLATION OF. DOCUMENT 3947~PS‘

Ny ) Berlin, 31 March 1944, - :
L Subgect Utilization of jewels and so forth whxch were acqmred L
' by official agenczes in favor of the Reich. v
Accmdmg to the joral eonﬁdential ag,lcement between Vlce ,
president Mr. Puhl and thejchief of one of Bexlm 8 public offices, . .
the Reichsbank took |over the selling of local dl}d foreign cur-
rencies, gold and sﬂver coins, precious metals, secuntxes jewels,
watches, diamonds, and other precious obiects All incoming
objects will be pmcessc,d uﬁdcr the code name YMELMER”.:
. The large number of pr ec;ous objects acquired 'hereby have been
turned over to the Mummpal Pawn Shop, Divi ITII Main Office
. Berlin N 4, Elsaessex .Stl] 74, for the best possible utilization
‘after checking the numbe1 jof p1ec<,b and their weight, provided .-
.they have not been smelted As it is evident from the enclosed
..opv of a letter from the Pawn Shop, dated 29.3.44., it refuses.
further acceptance of such items and declines 'to process items
already in their poss’e%smn!, whose pwwssmg hds not yet been
completed. E
‘We have been informed thdt the City hedqm er, to whom the' _
Zentralstelle as a mu‘mupal office is xubouhmtt,d wants to’ uSe S
‘its personnel in the office tfor war damages, . : .
The question of a umfoxm utilization of the }ne( ious Ob]PCtS 1s" B
important not only becausé the Reichsbank should be given the - .
opportunity to sell unprocessed jewels, ete., from the Melmer -
delivery the same wa‘s as it did before, and not onh because its
equivalent belongs td the Reich, but also due ;tu the following
reasons:
So far the Pawn Shop made the puuhasos ,au,oldmcr to the
vorld~w1de 3,10‘\3 pncm mmus 10‘ for purc 12 charges. In
SPOS s a higher one,

thm sur plub w ent to [the bcl-:neﬁt of the mch ;Through sales to -
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forelgn countmes a conmderable amount of forelgn currency must
have been acquired. - A large, number of goods ready for export’
_are stzll in possessmn.of lthe Pawn Shop Among . athers,
- monds of 35, 000carats and vely s all, dlamonds (r :
: ,,hxgh value : “ . .
" The Rexchsmarshaﬂ of the Greater.Germa.n Relc
, for the {Four Year ‘Plan, mformed ‘the German Rexchsbank i
- letter. of 19:3 44 ‘a copy of Whmh is enclosed; that consuierab
o amaunts of gold and silver obJects, jewels, -and .so forth, at the:
Main Oﬁ‘ice of the Board .of Trustees - Hast hhould be’ dehvered to
the’ Relchsbank according to the order issued by . Minister: of the
: Rexch I‘unk and Graf Schwerin Kroszgk The utxhzatwn of theq :
objects Should be ‘accomplished in: the same'way as: ‘the Melmer
. dehverles The. Relchsmarshan 111formed us also .a.bout the utlhz*x»
tion of obJect§ of the same kind, whxch have been acqulred in the' .
"occupled Western territories. We do not know to-“which oﬁice;';';-,
~ these objects have been delivered land how they are ut1hzed A
We recelved a. further mqmry ‘about the utlhza‘aon ‘of Jewels

yet to clear the questmn of utlhzatlon of Jewels a. s . .thch have o
i v
been acqx‘nred as war booty. As far as we know the entlre war- o
booty consisting of jewels a.s.1. is m the safes of the Relchshaupt- L
kasse. - Probably there are objects! and items still a
which after smeltmg can:give us gold.and silver..: )
charge of it is| Ministerialrat Dr. Maede, as. at’corney
from the Reich Ministry” of Finance 'in: Sigmeringe
“In our opmlflon it is absolutely‘ essentlal that , Y] :
utlhzatlon be ebtablmhed of goods: acquned ‘by. o ial; agenaes_
The s;mplest solution w ould be to sepamte the pawn ;mstltutlon,. S
which hals the|necessary skilled pérsonnel and the:connections
necessary| for sale abroad from the Mummpal authorltles for this' -
war job. Should this be lmposSIbIe another approp i agency‘ )
should be. appomted for this.work. | A B
Considering the large amount of incoming fozelgn currency .as
a result of the sale of these objectslm foreign countries and the
- consuleral?le dcqumtlon of gold and sﬂ\ er not fit for export from
smelting, the immediate uniform settlement of this problem seems - N
to be very advisable. ‘ b '
; ' H‘zuptkasse
: [blgne;d i KROPP

337865 J
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Sep“cember 15, 1942

»To the Mumc:pal Pawn Brokerage
iv."II[—Central Ofﬁce 1
erlin N 4, ElsaeSSer St 74

Second Shtpmmn ,
~We submit to you the followmg valuables w1th the-r
posmble utxhutmn .

t‘hg: rour/k . kg gréns e !
911.{)' T 0,950'

54 oold watches ! S :
42, gold watch chains and wat‘ch pendants EPR 0 685 5
245 s,xlvor watch . chaing’ and watch pendants ) ;4047 5

! Item 3 - & :
© 207 .earrings, with stones beheved to be dxamonds 0,337]
1601 earrings of gold .| , SR 1425}
‘ ‘?91 earrings of silver ‘ L

I z‘em 1,

Item 5:
. 41 bracelets and wrist bands, said to be of gold thh {
precious and semppr?cxous stones ,
‘9 bracelets 'md wrist bands .

55 brooches, pius, and d:ps of 'gold
99 gold pendants I

- .5 pendants with diamonds

’ 116 bracelets and wrist Hands, silver
Diverse brooches, pins, clxps of sxlver
Dzverse pendants of silver :

13" ,)ewel rings with stone‘s sznd to be dlamonds. A
. 2:)4 Jewel nngs vuth various .stones .

C Item 7:
© 324 silver wrist watches

Item 8:
- 784 sxlvu pocket watches

':Iiem 9:

silver canddabms

silver goblets and containers

silver boxes and cases

silver spoons, forks, and knives

silver money purses and poclxetbooks

diverse articles of silver
' |
677
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Item 10: | |
5 necklaces and jcollieres with stones Said to be . )
diamonds e (},038.5‘ .
48 necklacgs and ceihexes of gold. . ! 0,572.5{
5 necklaces and collieres with -pearls, and 49 loose

necklaces and collieries of silver
necklaces and collieres with garnets
collar plir\ with |stone said to be diamond
13 collar pins of gold
collar pu;is of silver
studs with stone said to be dlamond .
23 studs of} gold b {
60 studs of| silver ) .
*160 ‘diverse dentures, partly of gold
. Various part's of jewels and watch cases
187 pearls |
4 stones said to |be diamonds .
10 precious|and senu-preclous stonesl kg, L ETOSS.
" 27 corals ) } ;

We should like itemized statéments, for the mdmdual items
‘and further 'request that the amount be transmitted by check as
soon as po%szble to the “Premous Metal” [“Edelmetall”’] account.

Deutsche Reichsbank .
o A ‘ ; Hauptkasse
b . [Signature illegible]
[*This line is crossed out in original.] s IR PP

i

| TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 3949—PS. .

| ) ; buptember 19 1942.

Concermng Con\ersmn of notes, go d, silver, and jewelry in ‘
f'wor of the Reich Minister of I‘mance S . S

1~—-Partml statement of V«Iues recewcd by
our “Pxecmus Metal” [“Edelmetall”]

1. Shipment recenlfed on August 26 of thls year,
Foreign notes and coins (compare encl 1)...RM 12‘3 827 65
32 geld]mgots {¢f. encl. 9) ,‘ - 446,234.93
116 silver ingots (cf. encl. : : 38,229.40
- Diverse| jewelry ] i B
Diversel strmgs of pecul:;, | ois and
pearl| jewelry, and loose [ €Xamined an
pearls evaluated

~ 6. Diverse| gold coins (ctf. encl. 4) ‘ A "7'{,692.06
2. Shipment | received Stptember 4 of] thls year

The emimmdt\lon of the nine locked trunks re-
ceived revealed the five objects, indicated,

WPWNH

not yet

678
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Provisional balance sheet of the Acmon “Remhardt” till, Luhhn, for L

15. December 1943 -

The followmg maney and stocks were brought i:o the German Reich durmg
the course of the Actmn “Remhardt” Lubhn, durmg the perxod 1 Aprzl 1942 -

© to 16 December 1943 mcln’swe'

’ Cash in hand

To the Reichsbank Berlm,
To the SS economn’st Cragow. ... oooovev nn.. !
Loans for S8 mdusmal coneerns. . ‘

Income from title 231/E

" Personal taxes, title 21/’7aA seen ......... e i

i,
Reichsmark notes and coins.
Zloty notes and coins. . . ;

Expenditure in goods (of twhich about 40% for J-Trans-

ports title 21/7b)
Counterfeit money (Zloty [notes}

- Totals|

" Expenditure .
. Net income ) , I .

- Income )
RM 17,470,796.66
3,979,523.50
_ 5,000,461.00
50,416,181.37
8,218,878.35
656,062.40 -
85,741,903.28
Expenditure.
RM 96,207.28 -
11,765,552.62 .
| 28,062.64
11,889,822.54

"RM 11,889,822.54

78,852, 080. 74 .

Precious Metals:‘, doo
- 286- Gold bars . .i.....
2134 Silver bars

18,733.69 -
Platinum ‘

15.44
1 .

Foreign Currency in Notes:

USA Dollars. .. ... .... 1 .. 1,081,52140 @ RM
English Pounds 5 15,646.11
Palestine Pounds 4,922.50 .
Canadian Dollars 8,066.25
Roubles 2,454,278.35

. French Francs - 1,468,486.35
Swiss Francs 119,302.33

6,465.08 i
1,745,601.50 ?
- 39.50 T
12,449.26
55,975.54 :
11956 - |
133,986.95
9,995,421.00 i
55.00 )
435,641.00
164,169.00
28,392.50
103,538.35

Protectorate Croor{é_
kaiah Pounds

South African Pounds. . . .
Dutch Gulden. ...l .. . 1.
Levas |
Australian Pounds
Diners
Karbowanetz . ... | ... . ...
‘Pengoes
Slov. Croons

744400—47—50

2,909.68 Kg@RM 2,800,00 : J
0 40.00 ...

-~ 5,00000 ...
B i

2.50
9.30

. 9.30
i 2.50
¢ 0.10
. 0.05.

5.80
0.10 -

0.10
1.90

. 0.40
1. 0.02

4.40

©1.33

0.01

| 2,50
© 0.05
1010
1 0.60
1 0.10

. RM 8,147,10400
749,347.60
77,200.00 -

RM B,973,651.60 -

RM 2,703,803.50
145,512.80
45,779.25

. 22,415.62
245,4217.84

| 73,424.81
691,953.51
646.50
174,560.15
7505
4,979.70
1,119.51
"525.80
178,202.64
59,954.21
137.50
21,782.05
16,416.90 ‘
17,085.50 .. - -
10,353.84

337868 :




REPRODUCED

T THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES .-

.,...-vl\ _‘ i

“ECLASSIFIFD

* wxcﬁ'yﬂ.@.?iw

By

RaRADE

| 4024-PS

Drachrpas ..,!‘
Swedish Croons ..

|
Norwegian Croons. ...
Argentinian Pebos:‘ i

i
Pesetas

Danish Cloon%

. Blath;‘m Milreis P
‘ ngptmn Pounds " . o
-~ Litas . .

Yen (J apanesT,)

Lats ..

Palawuayan Pesos .

" Cuban Pesos

Uruguayan f’esos .

. Bolivian Pesos

Mexican Pesos“

Albanian Franes. ' ......

< Rhadesxz‘m I’ounds

. Algerian anncs

Lux. Francs .
Javan (}Iulden,‘. R

Danzig Gulden. ... .,

., |
Columbian Pesos . ..

Mozambique Escudos

M anchukuo Ce:llts
Chinese Dollars -

USA Dollars
English Pounds

Roubles

Austrian Cxowﬁs
French I‘lancs
Retchmaxl\s
Portguese Reis:
Swiss Franes. .
Ducats

Austrian Shllhngs
Turkish Pounds

Dutch Gu‘lden

. sl ]
Australian Pounds

Dinars
Swedish Clowns .
Norwegian ClO\an

Currency in gold coins:

Pesetas ... ... ... .. .. ..

|

4,875,419.70 °

4,377,00

CLLIT8.00"
o 9TEE,
1,471.00, °

1, 140 00’
1 270 00

6300
20/00/00_. -
A :17{»,00

'8/00/00 ‘

- 0/10/00

30lo0 "~

- 40l00
10l00
1,038.00
1.00
1.00
1500
1.00

P
i
‘i

249,771. aO

. 610/00/’00

189,053.00
73,280, 00
28,870. 00
23,485. 00
20,000.00
. 6,970.00
6,614.00
3,740.00
2,925.00

417/75/000

1,740.00

. 80.00

- 1,177.50
. 4/00/00
905.00

7/00/00 -

41.00
30.00
55.00
50.00
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0.02
0.60 . .
060
1.00 .

. 240
005
0.52 -
0.09
-4.40.

010

- 0507 .
010

. 0.60°
0.60 "

060

0.60 °

0.50,
0.10.
4.00

0.50

1.30 -

1.00

0.60 .,

"0.60
0.50

150

" Total

@ RM 420 R

20.40
2.15
0.85

1.62-

1.00

200 Esc 1.00 °

10.00

0.50 -

2.3

,0.50
0.50

0.50 -
20,40

©4.00 ©
0.10 *

- ‘o 0 .

N

2,626.20

97,508.29 .

465.00 -
oTss
353040 .

“57.00

660.40
-, 5.67

1 OSS 00
0.60
0.60
7.50

© 150

©4,521,224.18

1 1Qo49,040.30
2,444.00°

A 200. m";. a
16.50 (f ‘>0 Fzs)‘z?z 001.00 -

66,140.00
1,870.00
.1.950.00

14622 -

870.00
5.00

117. OO(i 10 l"l)

20.40
0.50

11.20 (£.10 K1)
11.20(£10 Kr)  61.60

1.50

75.00

3378683
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loty

1.

2,060.00

anish Crowns .......|... |~ 36000 '
choslovakian Dueats|.... |~ = 17.00 ..
e N ‘L \

2.00.

‘Cuban Pesos P 1000 T
“Mexican Pesos .. .. 111.50 .

. Albanian Franes .. .J... . | . 2000 .
.Jugoslavian Ducats . 1.00
_Tunisian Franes ... ... ... | 180.00

- Peruvian Libre ' N 1.00 -

. Chilean Dollars oo L100

Jewelry and other ualuabic :

- 15,883

9,019
3,681
353

1,716

2,497

. 130
2,511.37
13,458.62

291

660

458

- 273

349

362

®.

40

18
114.20

63

4

3

-
= G100 B 00 W

0,125
7.80
103,614
29,391

T100

- 050

-10.00

0.)0
,4.29 :
{420 -
C 0.0
.~ 5.00
.62

Totai ]

monds

Ladies’ gold| wrist watches.. ..... g
Gentlemen’s |gold pocket watches. ..
Bracelets with brilliants and " dia-
monds | _ .

Gold earrim‘;s with brill. and diam.
Gold bmacheb w1th‘ brill. and diam..
Single lalge brilliants

Carat Indlwdual brilliants... .. Lo
Carat Individual diamonds

Tie pins with brilliants..

~ Gentlemen’s | gold wrist-watches

Ladies’ fob watches with brilliants.
Ladies’ watches of! platinum & brill.
Liadies’ gold‘ fob watehes '
Ladies’ gold watches
diam. ‘
Avrmbands wit]
Gold brooches ‘
Cufflinks with brilliants... ..
lw' Pearls

Plat. & Brill. watch cases..... .. ..
Ladies’ platmum watches. . o
Gentleman’s| pocket watches with
brill.

" Necklaces of brillidnts and diamonds

Ladies’ goldcn ring-watches. .
Ladies’ fob Iwatche% with pe'uls
Gold fountain pens .............
Gold revol\mg pezlwxls .

Gold cigarette case

Watches of [variou

Kg. Coral

Golden compacts ...

Watches to be lepaucd
Spectacles |

500 00
250.00

500.00

3,500.00
250,00
2,000.00

1,000.00
100.00

50.00

" 100.00

100.00

500.00
1,200.00
250.00

600.00 -

$250.00
350.00

1,000.00
300.00

660.00
1,500.00"
150.00
200.00
20.00
15.00
400.00
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80.00 .
1,030.00.

11 9(3(f10 Kr)  403.20

170.00

1.00

42.00
463.00
10.00

5.00
291.60

1.00.
420

©1,786,554:12 7

e Avexage in R\I RW’I
Rings, gold, w1th lmlhants and dia-.

73 824, .;00 00 7

2,254,750.00 -
. 1,840,400.00, "

429,000.00

©1,232,000.00°

4,994,000.00 -

180,000.00-

251,137.00
672,931.00
29,100.00
66,000.00

299,000.00
327,600.00 -
87,250.00.

317,200.00 -

6,750.00,

14,000.00 -

2,700.00
6,000,000.00

63,000.00° -
1,200.00 -

3,000.00

6,000.00 - -
1,200.007

800.00
360.00

75.00

400.00

601,250.00
600.00

150.00 ¢

207,228.00

88,173.00.

337870
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700.00
200,00

Slmvmg equlpment
Pocket knives

4,860.00 -

3,287.50
750.00
115.00

6,043.00

- 9,372.00
T 313.50
615.00
690.00

Bmefcaﬁes .
Sc1s‘=01 5

Sunglasqes
Silver cigarette cases ......} ..
Clinical thermometers

. 43,662,150.00 -

Textiles: . |
1901 Wagons of! clothing, unde;dothmg, bed feath-
“ers and xag to an average value of
Camp articles to an average value of

RM  26,000,000.00

20,000,000.00

Total

Total Comptiatmn
Cunency delivered, Z}otys and RM-Notes. ., .. "RM
Precious metals S '
Foreign currency in notes.............
Foreign currency in gold coins... . ... ..
Jewelvy and other valuables
Textiles

_46,000,000.00

' 73,852,080.74
8,973,651.60
224,13
36,554.12
"43,662,450.00
46,000,000.00

178,745,960.59
[mgned] Rzepa S
S8 Oberscharfuehver and Chief of Cash Oﬁice
‘ [signed] prpel n
S8 Stuzmbannfuehzez and Chief of Admlmstmtlon
[sgd] (doboc,mk

y

[Rubber Stamp :] Personal Staff Relchsfuehrer S8, Ref. No. ........ ‘

Sefret/1i15
{mltialled] H. H. [Himmler]

L T

[

! l v.
Measures for Pacifying Foreign Nationals
During Transfer. of Populations

Z-Villages 1. Pbles who are fit for {'ork have already been re- -

settled dur 1ﬁg pr evmus expulsions on so-called z-farms within the '

colonization | area,! with an increase of their former property
These z-far ms form the nucleus of the z-vﬂlage, where the German

settlers and Polish workers are lodged Not only do these Polish

workers reclewe a -guaranteed wage " and an employment ‘book,
but their food supply is also cared for through the SWG

i
4

764

i
[
(

337871
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Box

R . i
.iaDORE}JPSCHUTZ
S30 . FIFTH AVENUE

. 3 ' | B ‘ NEW Y;jORK.N.Y.
| ‘State of [New York ) SS.
County of New York) §

|

: Isidore Lipschutz, of full agé, being duly
sworn according to law(upon his oath deposes and
sayst ' ‘

!

My name is Isi&ors Lipschutz. I am a

citijen of the United States of Aperica, I am a
~diamond dealer, and a. membur of the flrm Lipschutz
& Gutwirth, 630 Fifth lAvenue, New York, New York, R
I have been in the diamond business for 4O years in .=
Antwerp, Belgium,and New York City. : o

3 Since 1927, until the outbreak of the

war, (I was President of the Belglan Diamond In-

dustry byndicate (employers' organization of SRR
about 1500 members) . , ST,

{
t

o I was also President of the International Iy
e , . : bomzission of the Diamond Industry, and President A
. ‘ of the International Federation of the Diamond Or-
‘ ganizations. In that capacity I had dealings with

the representatives of lthe diamond industry of

all foreign countries, and I acquired complete know-

ledge of [the various aspects, situations and deve~

lopments in the diamond industry everywhere.
To the best Jf my knowledge,vindustrial
diamonds inverlably constitute a substantial portion
of the s tocks of hundreds of dealers in rough dismonds. .
Dealgrs in rcugh and industrial diamonds in European
countries, prior to and until the German invasion
of tHose [countries, were, with hardly any exceptions, o
of the Jewish faith. They operated from small offices, ..
from thelr homes, or in the four Diamond Clubs of Y
which they were members., They carried their diamonds RS Y
in cmalltwallets, and presented them for inspection :
to thle prospective buyers, local and forelgn, who
visitled the diamond clubs. It is therefore my be-
lief [thet a large part of the industrial and other
dlamonds lconfiscated by| the Nazls from persecutees.
were taken primarily from smd 1 Jewish dealers who
carriled them with their other personal belongings
- as they sattempted to flee from the invaders.
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Concerning the dﬂamond industry in Germany,
therg were no actual manufacturers in Germany. The
German owners of diamond factories were contractors .
who did not Quy the raw diamonds themselves, but
worked exclusively on a contract basis for manufac-
turers residing principally in Belgium, Holland and
France. , ,

The prevailing practice among those in
the diemond trade of continental Europe who con-
signed rdugh stones to a cutter in Germany on
a contra#t basts was to supply the cutter with the
boart required to cut the stones in question._

‘ .

Stocks of boart held by German diamond
cutters and polishers were therefore not owned
by the Germars, but by’ the jowners of the gem stones

being cut and polished by the Germans.
|

Consequently, any stocks of boart in

the hands of German diemond contractors, polishers
etc.. at [the cloze of World War II are not the
lawful property of the. Germans. _

It |is also my bellef that the bulk of

the industrial diamonds in |{the invaded c ountries

of Vestern Europe were held by individual diamond
dealers, |and |that the majority of the confiscations
were made from Jewish individuals, and not from
factories or |other industrial establishments.

’ s
\ S—_—

before me 8 3o
day of |{,<.x,¢../2((4~7

‘ / / 'ISIDORE LIPSCHUTZ
/Zzil4fzh)‘<;LéAé;)t;*\ ,
Notary seal and signature s

FRIEDA GLLPFES
sy TUE TT( Coaeef
I .

!
‘l w Yorx

Witnesses{h."

7
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Charles Reinfold, of i'ull abe,
| .
:’

to law upon his oath donosos anq saye
My name - 'Charles Reinhold
reside in Kew Yor? 1ty."

I am al m ertof the Jewish faith.,

i
*
i
3
i
H
H
i
i
}
i
i
i

Iwvas erly a resident of Antuorp, Felglum, w1th my

fanily, which consisted of my father, mother, brothér and s1uter.;f'

- libe Reinhold, was not able to floe Bel giun with

s

the' remaind | my family at tbg time of the Cerman invasion, He

‘ , S !
remained ‘in| Belgium for some time after the 1nva31on but was
l

eventually deported and has not Heen heard from 31nce that ﬁlme.
peroonql Dronerny 1ncluded 51zable quantity of'“

. J : Y S
both industrial and ge‘itypes. ﬂll of - this property
cated by the Germans.“Nono of taeoe diamonds has been -

[ S S

L time and no restitution haS‘been m de to rvselfj'

fanily,

14

Sworn and sul

tefore me thi

B w OQUINLAN
"i PUBLIC, STATE OF NEW k¢
lxhn.,d in Quuens Gounty
Qw 1-3183760 :
ek & m

o-,_ [

31 4

| Guwéie To: Reg-
I ucw.'msma expires March 80, m!
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oath deposes énd says-
- 1
“1s Charles Relnhol

p
o

New: York

I am mber of th° Jew1sh falth I was a recldent of Antwerp,

Bélgium; lor to and at the ttne of the’ German 1nv331on of that

! N

‘éouhtry‘i i g World &ar II E fled Belglum in order to av01d‘

B - .

being thrown 1nto a cencentratlon camo and to av01d conflocatlon

of my pr(perﬁv bty the Nazis} in'the course of my fll@ht throuvh

>

occupied |Franc

and gen c1amoh’ S5 wao 1nspectu‘

”part of tih

oronertf retur me by the |Cermens di

and many lother articles of Value wn ch had been part of my

. I . ]
possessions, nor has any restlﬁutlon of such property been made.

since that time,.

vorn to and subsceribed
before me|thi

June 1949/
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~Abschrift von Abachrift o : ' :, j'2 o
Der Militdrbefehlshaber ~ - Brilssel, den 7.Mai 1942
Belgien und Nordfrankreich - \ ‘
kilitarverwa¢tunbschef
Gruppe: #i 1/2
An den o ' T !

Leiter des Devisenechutzkommandoa Belgien
rue de la Loi 31
Brissel

¢

Betr. Verwertung von in Strafverfahre i zugunst. 1 dor'ﬁilitﬁr-.
‘verwaltung rachta&raftlg einge ogenen D1=qanten;
dortlges Schreiben vom 29 4. 42 ~ Az. 0 1;29 - A 3.

B
e e -

‘BEe wird gebeten, die Verwertung der Diamanton, die

durch die Kriegsgerichte aufgrund der Deviaonverordnung oduv
{%3”' | :aufgrund der Beschlagnahmeverordnung rechtakraftig eingozog@mi
’ ‘ . ! . .
| ¢
Beéufvragtem der ReiChé;telle fﬁr technische Erzeuaog

nisse / Berlin zum Kauf anzubieten und - soweit ais
zur Verwendung ala'InQustriediamanten geeignet s...
an die Reichaatelle'zu'verkaufén. Rohdiamanten;'we*-'

' cho die Reichsstelle nlflt ankaufen sollte, sinu an

das Diawantbiiro Autwerpen zu v ‘xaufen.
. Geschliffene- Diazanten sind nach. Abschédtzung durch 3

Sachverataxdlge an da Diama  "ro Antwerpen (nicht ﬂ
I 7D1amantkouurn lstelile: su ve: cien, |

sind," w1e fol: -t Jorzunehmen~~

1. Alle andiamanten #ind Herrn Ur b ane.cx aln

0@‘:

das sich zum
Ankauf bere.. ' rxléart hat. :

Der Ver.aui soll in be;deurﬂzzfin‘unter Zugrund ele-
gung der Preise vom 17.vui 1940 =:fol.er, weil'dié an die
Relchastelle LDgeRRIENLL Dlamanten Wui. i telbar d-r deutschem’
Rastungswirtschaft zu.efuhrt werden urdie an das Diamantbure
1verkauften D‘amanten zum Eintauach gegen qeup'?ohwara Ver=-
wendung finden w:id dadurch mlttelbar ebenfalis fir Zwecke der

5

deutschen Rnstungswlrtscha v a inregetzt werden sollen.
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FORM APC-1A ° : o ‘ ' Form approved

September 1947 . ' . Budget Buresu No. 43-R257

100 NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE:

] ) , : :claim Yo,

N S ' V. 0. No.
B C : ‘ ‘ thccount Wo,

: H
» R & . ’
. K

an % we  sw  ne

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMERT OF JUSTICE

OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY
NOTICE or m:u FOR RETURN OF PROPERTY

" KOTE A1l answera to qusstiona on thie forn (oxcept namon ‘and addreoses) met’ bo in 7 -
4English Amounts of money muet be stated in dollars. Coples of docusients must bo aocem-'f
panied by Eaglieh translations,’ This notice 13 repeated boloa ‘in Freach’ und 1n Geruan.

AVIS. Toutee les raponaee aux quaations ci dmuaoue doivent. atre faites on’ anglais. aanf .
"en ce qui concernes les noms et adresses., Le montant des sommes dolt etra 1ndiquo en dollaru
(Btats-Unie). Une traduction en angleie doit etre jointe & chague documont

ZUR KENNTNISNABHE: Alle Antwerten auf dio Fragea suf diepem Formular (mit Auanahmo von .
Namen und Adressen) musgen in englischer Sprache gegeben werden, - (elde@irsge musocen in
Dellare {Ameriksnische Wahrung) angefubrt werden, Falla Abachriftea ven Schriftntuckon
. unterbreitet werden, mussen Uboraetzungen in englischer Sprache baigafugt werdnn.‘ g

Pleaae read tho nccompanying oxplanation and inetructions before filling out

- the form
1. (a) Claimany's mame o
(b) Addregs
(o) Bae claimant filod any other form claiming the aame propertyl Yeu ' 336 m;z -

If yosu, . givo date on which claim was flled, and claim numbnr (1! known)

2, (n) Olsimaat‘s agent (1! any)

(b) Agont'o sddreso

(e) 1o agent suthorized to rocoive/payment of money or dolivéry of preperty, 1? iéthrned?' 
- Yes _ No, . 1f yes, an eriginal power of attorney must be attached. . :

3. Tess for prosecuting this claim

4, Value of prdperty olhimod

6, Payments far material or services uupplled or patents 11cenned, to or for ths United
Statoa Govornment :

»6"1v°‘°135 order b? which the Allem Proparty Ountodiaa or Attorney Gemeral aoquirad the
property (if kmown) No, __. .

-

7. Idontificatlon of property oclaimed

o | 337878
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8. Are claimant's rights in the property subject to any'condition or encumbrance?
Yes Yo . (If yes, explain in a supplement)

9, Characterization of claiment.-~Answer this item by filling out schedule 9A or 9B, If
tha claim is filed by en individual, T111 out schedule OA, describing him. If the
claim 1 filed by a group of individuals (such as co-owners or partmers), fill out a
separnte gchedule SA for each member of the group. If the-claimant-1s a corporation
or association, fill out schedule 9B, s :

10. Owner of property on vesting date,~-

(a) Give the vesting date ‘
{Thia means the date when the Alien Property Cuatodian or tho Attornoy Genoral
took over the property which you are now olaiming. If you do not jmow that
date, use the approximate date on which your property was taken, followed by
the word "approximately." If you do not know even the mpproximate date, write
"December 7, 1941," ond use thin as the vesting date in answering questions in
this item and in item 11.)

(b) Check the one of the following statemonts which applies to your claim:
(1) The claimant wes the owner of the property on the veating dato,

(2) The claimant is the legal rapressntative or successor of an individusl
who owned the property on the vesting date.

(3) The claiment is the legal repreaentative or guccessor of o corporation
which owned the property on the vesting date,

. (1f you checked number (1) above, 4o not use schedules 10A or 10B, bus go directly
‘to 1tem 11, If you checked number (2} above, fill out schadule 10A, If you checked
number (3) above, fill out wschedule 10B.)

11, Chaln of title to property.~-Daacribe below the laat transfor ofititle to thé property,
(Omit any trensfer already described in Scheduls 10A or 10B.)

(a) Date

(b) By whom transferred

(¢) To whom transfarred

(4) Nature and terms of transfer

() Comsideration actuelly paid 1 to be pald

(£) If officially recordsd or registered, give citation

If there have been any other transfers of the propsrty aince March 1, 1938, giva
the same information mbout theae other tranafers, using o supplemsnt,

Attach a copy of each document of title, and of any contract pursusnt to which
a transfer was mads, to each copy of your form. Photographic coples are preforre. .
If documento are in a forelgn lenguags, English tranolations must also be mttached,

12. Other relevant {nformation.--If there are any other facte which you doem relevant,
write them on a separate ghset of paper under the heading "Supplement to item 12,9
You may also attach copiea of any documents not previously roferred to, and mark them
in the seuw way.

13. Affidavit,-~The undorsignad makes the following dsclaration undor the ponnlties of
perjury and false sweering:

, | -0 .3378%yg
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(a) Check the one of the following statements which applies. and atrike out the
others! , .

(1) 1 ém the claimant named in item 1

{(2) 1 am the clerimant's agent, authorized by the attached power
of attorney. . ;

(3) 1 am an officer of the clai it Eofp&ration, holding .the posi-
tion of : X g?"-h.‘ o

(b) The facts set- forth in the foregoing “form: and in a1l attached supplements and
schedules are true, and all attached documants are trie copies of the originals,
to the beat of my knowledgo and ‘belief. S

(é) I have no knowledge of any fact called for by the foragoing form, schedules,
and 1nstructionu which 13 not fully set forth

(QJ.TO tho beat of mw knowledge and heliof, the proporty claimed was not at any
- time after SOptomber 1, 1939, held or used pursuant to any arrangement to con-
ceal any intereat of an’ enemy of tha Unlted states.<*

Signature’' - . .

" Name. of signer ' ‘ '
—T?leaaa print or typowrité)

:14. Noterisation.-%he oregoing declaration whs
subsoribed and sworn to (or affirmad) beforo
o me this

d&y of K 18

(6T oial titis)

CLAIMANT®S COPY o
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Form AﬁC-IA;-Schadule B4

SCHEDULE 9A
(Supplemeriting Form APC-14, Item 9)

CHARACTERIZATION OF INDIVIDUAL CLAIMANT

{a) Hame
(b) Date of birth

(Day) . (Month) , : (Yoar)
(c) Place of birth . : V

(City) (State, Yrovince, etc.) (Country)

(d) If claimant has been outside the United States (including its Territories and

(o)

(1)

possesaions) at any time since December 7, 1941, give the name of each country in
which he was present, and the princlpal address et which he atayed in that country,
as followas ‘ .

Gountry fram to
' "{Day) (Honth) (Year) (Day) (Month) (Year)
Address ’ '
Country ' from to :
“(Day) (Month) (Year) (Day) (Month) (Yesr)
Address )

(If claimant has been present in enemy or enody ocoupied territory sinco December 7,
1941, explain fully the reascms for such presence).

(If more space is noeded, use a supplement)

Has the claimant transacted any businsse since Decembar 7, 1941, pereonally or by
agent, in Germany, Japan, Hungary, Bumania, or Bulgaria? Yes Bo

(It yes, explain fully in a supplement)

1f o oitizen of Italy, set forth in the supplement whether any such transactioms co-
curred after September 8, 1943, and desoribe them fully. ’

1f the claimant has ever been a citizen of Germany, Japan, Hungary, Rumania, or
Bulgaria, answer also the following question (other persons do not answer):

Has the tlaimant transacted any business since December 7, 1941, persanally or by
agent, in territory occupied by any of these nations? Yes Ko

(If yes, oxplain‘fully in & supplement)

Cleimant'as present oitizenship (Name of country)

{If claimant haé Ab .oitizenahip,
write "stateless' )

.

'Explain bélow how your citizenship wai acquired =- by birth, marriage, naturalizationm,

etc., and give the date. Naturalized citizens should give the number of their
naturalization papars. 8tateless pesrsons should oite the official act by which they
were deprived of citizenship, and supply & copy if pessible.

If the date given above is after Decembsr 7, 1941, explain below how your prior
cltizenship status was aoquired:

CLAIMANTS COPY |
o 337881 «
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(g) Do you olaim to be affected by the provisions relating to ensmy oppression?

(See subdivisions (C) and (D) of section 32(a)(2) of the Trading with the
Enemy Aot.) Yes __ __ No

(If yos, explain fully in a supplement and state preoitaly when,
where, and how you were deprived of liberty, property or rights
of oitizenship. Oive the oitation of the laws, decrees, or regu-
lations involved and supply ooples of any relevant official doou~
~ment in whiech your neame appears, or explain why you eannot obtain

tham.)

337882



Form APC-li~~Schedule 9B
September 1947
SCHEDULE 9B

(Supplemeriting Form APC-14, Item 9)
CHARACTERIZATION OF CORPORATE CLAIMANT

Ir: the questions on this Schedule, the word ”corporatiun“ is used for brevity to include
every type of corperation, association. compeny, socisty, etc., but does not 1nolnde par tner-
ships.

(a) Name of corperation

(b) State or counhfy under whose laws corporation was organizad

NOTE.—~II the corporation was organized under the laws of the United States, or of any State,
Territory, cr posssession thersof, do not 1111 out the rest of this scheduls,

(¢} Type of orgunication
(Give the correci legal name, such as Ybusiness corporation® or "yoluntsry mssociation.®

The nams may be given in a foreign language, if followed by an approximata English -
translation; for example, "Societd anonyme-—corporation.”)

(d) Address of principal office outsids the United States {if any)

(e) Address of principal office in the United States (if eny)

{f) Type of businass

(Dsscribe in general terms; for example, "chemical manufacturing," or "t1unsa11antic
shipping.®)

(g) Control. :

(1) Has a majority of any class of shares in the corporation been owned at any tiwe since
arch 1, 1938, by enemies of the United States? Yes HNo .

(%) Are there any other circumstancss from which it might appear that the corporation
has been controlled at any time eince March 1, 1838, by enemies of the United Stutes?
Yas No « If your saswer 1is yes, state the circumstaences fully in a
supplement.,
(In answering this question, copsider a corporation to be Ycontrolled® by any persons
whe poseeas, directly or indirectly, the power to direct or cause the direction of
the management or.policies, whether through the ownership of voting gecurities, by
contract, or otherwise, "Enemies,” in this context, means the goveirnments, citizens,

residents, corporations, and associations of Germany, Japsn, Hungsry, Rumania, or
Bulgaria,) . .

(h) Officers and directors of corporation.~-List below every person wlio is now an officer

or director of the corporation, or who has been an officer or director at any time
since March 1, 19581

] H < ‘
Name : Address : Citizenship :Zﬁ{ Boahtas

1 . s : Wﬁggh%nd to
3 1 H

: 3 :

] L] :

: : ;

1 1 :

H 4 :

] 3 :

: : :

3 3 : ‘

H : :

: : :

- 9 ‘\
CLAIMANT’S COPY
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(1) Principal shareholders.~-If the corporation does not issue shares of stock, do not £il11
out the table below. Instead, explain on a supplement by what means the corporation is
ovmad and controlled,

If the corporation doss issue shares of stock, fill out the columna below aa follmz
Column 1,~Fnter the name of each peregon who holds moro than 10 porcanﬁ of the shares. of -
stock of sny class. Also list any other psrson who hms held that number of ehares

at any time since March 1, 19%8.

Column 2.—Enter the sharoholderis last known a;cidreéé;

Column $,~ If the sharsholder is an individual, name the country of which he is a
cltizen, If a corporation, nams the country under whoao laws t.ha corporation '

- was organized. :

Column 4.--If the corporation issues only or3 kind of shares, you may, leave this column ;
blank. If it issucs more than one class, give the clase of shares held by the person
named, and explain in & supplement. what are the differsnt righte of the verious classes,

 Column 5,--Give the largast number of sharee which tl;e holdor ovned at any one time.

Column 6.--(ive the percent of the class of shares which ths holder owmed, when hie
' holdings were largest.

Column 7.--If the person named haa ceaaed to be a ahareholder, give the lmst date on
which ho wag a shareholder,

K.] & & y 1 K}
H 1Class ilargestiPorcent-1
Rame Address t0ltigenshiper of sNumber t age of : last
tSharess Held t Clase i Date
—_ (1) (2) (8) 2 (4) .3 -(5) (8)..9e.(7

L]

B0 B BE G0 S GR S0 46 6 BB 6. U5 OO G0 S0 08 AP O ON.OE- O BE -6 G0 S TEC AN SO M5 .OU SR G0 e G0 A0 OO wv v oo s o lee s se w [ed
o . .
SO SR GE. BE-LE P GK FG W B SR D MR MR- AR SO 00 TE AN SRS HE-S6 W8 S0 A SN M &5 M 20 o ‘

M BP G0 SN L0 P LN OB 08 S0 AP OL -GS GE WA B b BE S 56 0 00 BS 20 A BE SR OR SR 06 AE-.GN SF M R0 G0 BE M 08 W0 S fee e
G0 OB B B0 P B DR P B SR MR PG SR G - SR e MR S8 P G SO OB U0 SRLER G0 Se M- SELAN-SE MR- S5 68 W {Be

00 e B BB B GE T BE- DR NP . BE. U PEAB- SN GO BN BB S0 RS B0 S0 S0 DR SO 0D BB SEGE R A6 S0 M3 MR B 6 NE. S0 0 0 s
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Form APC-1A --Schedule 10A

SCHEDULE 10A
-(Supplementing Form APC-1A, Item 10)
CHARACTERIZATION OF INDIVIDUAL FORMER OWNER
Do not use this schedule unless you ohecked etabameﬂt number (2) under item 10, part (b),

on Form APC-1A. If you did, use this achedule to desoribe the individual who owned the
property on the vesting date (called the "former owner"). -

(e} Nams
{b) Date of birth -

(Day) ‘ {Honth) ﬁ (Yesar)
(o) Place of birth L

(City) {State, Province, eto.) {Country)

(d) If former owner was outslde the United States (including its Territories and possessians)
at any time sinoe December 7, 1941, give the name of each country in which he was prosent.
and the principal address at which he stayed in that country, as followss

Country _ - fran %o ’
. TDay) (Month) (Year) (Day) (Month) (Year)
Address ‘
Country from | : .%o

{Day) (Month) (Year) (Dny) (Month) (Year)
Address «

(If former osmer has been present in enemy or enem oocupied territory since Deocember 7.
1941, explain fully the reasons for such presence.

(1f more space is naeded, use a supplement)

(e) Did former owner transact any businesa after December 7, 1841, personally or by agent,
in Germany, anan. Hungary, Rumania, or Bulgaria? Yes No

(1 yes, explain fully in a supplement)

If former owner is a ocitlzen of Ifuly. gsot forth in the supplement whether amy such
transaotions osourred after September 8, 1943, and desoribe them fully.

If the former owner was ever & oitiren of Germany, Japan, Hungary, Rumania, or Bulgaria,
anawer also the following question (other persons do not anawer)s

Did the former omner transact any business after December 7, 1841, personally or by
. ngont. in tarritory ocoupiod by any of these nations? Yes ___ No

(If yes, explain fully in a aupplement)

{If owner had no oitizenship, write “etateless")

- Bxplain below how former owner's oltitenship was aoquired--by birth, wmarriage, naturalisa-
- tion, eto., und glve the date of aocquisition. If former owmer wms & naturalised citizen,
" give the number of his naturalization papers. If he was stateless, oite the official aot
" by whioh ho wis deprived of oitizenship and supply & oopy of it, if poasible. ‘

If the date given above ia aftér Dacember T, 1941, explain below how former owner's
preceding citizenship status was acquired

5 :'~-.» S "'  - 337865
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. This copy may neither be transferred (o a third party nor copicd or published without writien
pc rmission from the ‘Ccnlml Arclnvcs for the History of the Jewish People”, Jerusalem File No.:

(g) What happened to former owmer (death, inaanity.'oto.)1 Give dante.

(h) By what right does claimant represent or susceed to the former cwnort

(State in ﬁhat capacity the claimant elaims; for sexmmple, as executor, guardian or
devisee. 1If he has been designated by order of court, give the name of the court,
and date of order. If deeignated in eome other wmy, explain how.)

(1) Attach & copy of the order of court, or other dooument on which claimant's title ia
based, to each copy of the schedule. The sopy attachod to the Poriginal® of the
schedula should be cortified by the oourt or other competont offioial.

(3) Do you olaim the former owner to bo affectad by the provisiona relating to enamy
oppression? (See subdivisions (C) and (D) of seetian 32(a)(2) of the Trading with
the Enemy Act.) Yes ____ No

(1f yos, explain fully in s supplement and state precisely when, where, and
how the formsr owner wes deprived of 1life, libarty, property or rights of
eitizenship. Give the citation of the laws, deorses, or regulations involv-
ed. Bupply copies of any relevant offiocial dooument in which the nams of
the former owner appears, or explain why you ocannot obtain them.)
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“Uhig copy may neither be (ransferred o a third party nor copied or published without wrillen J
¥

i permission from (he “Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People”, Jerusalem File No.; :
. chive ' . A )
Form APC-1A--~Schedule 10B
September 1947
SCHEDULE '10B

(Supplementing Form APC~1A, Item 10)

CHARACTERI ZATION OR: CORPORATE FORMER OWNER

Do not use this schedule unless you checked statement number (3) under item 10, part (b)
on Form APC-1A, If you did, use this schedule to describe the corporation which omed the
property on the vesting date. In the questions on this echedule, the word "corporation" is
ueed for brevity to include every type cf corporation, aasociation. company, soclety, ete,,
but doen not inolude partnersbipn.

(8) Nexe of corporation

(b) State or country under which organized » i
NOTE.-~I1f the corporation was organized under the 1aws of the United States, or of any
8tate, Territory or posséaaion thereof, do not anawer lines (c) to (1), d»ut go
directly to line (J) , , .

{c) Type of organization o : ; ‘ : ’
(Give the correct lesgal name. such aa “buainees corporatinn" or “voluntary association.”
The name may be given in a foreign lsnguage, 1f followed by an approximate English
translation; for example, "Soclete anonyme--corporation.®)

(4) Address of principal of fice cutside the United States (if any)

(e) Address of principal office in the Unlted States (if any) X

(£) Type of businese
{Describe in ganeral termat for example, ‘chemical manufacturing,” or "Ytransatlantic
shipping.*)

(g) Comtrol,

(1) Has a majority of any clase of shares in the corporation been owned at any time
tince March 1, 1838, by enemies of the United States? Yes No ____.

(8) Are there any other circumstsnces from which it might appear that the oo oorporation
has been controlled at any time since March 1, 1938, by enemies of the United
States! Yes Yo ___., If your anewer 1s yes, statg the circumstanoen fully
in s supplement,

{In anowering this qunution. consider a corporation to be Hoontrolled" by any
persons who possess, dirbntly or indirectly, the powdr to direct or caune the
direction of the management or policies, whether through the ownerahip of voting
cecurities, by ocontract, or otherwiss. "Enemies," in thic context, meons the
governments, oltizens, residents, corporations, and assooletions of Germany,
Japan, Hungary, Rumanie, or Bulgariar§

(h) Offioers and directors of oorporation.~-Liet below every person ‘who has been an
officer or director ot any time since March’ 1 1938

t ' f '
Name 1hddreso ; Citigenohip :Orﬁi:eagzlgo(:;::hgatea
1 N : !
t ' ¢
- t ' :
t ' |
1 ] .
1 1 !
$ 1 :
! " t
t . ] {
‘ . l It
: . t
i N H
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a third ﬁ:uty nor copicd or published withoul written .
for {he History of the Jewish People”, Jerusalem B ‘lille—l:lo
Ty -

1

T'his copy may neither be transferred 10
warmiccion from the “Centrat Archives

(1) Principal shareholdsrs.-~-If the corporation d1d not issue shares of etock, do mot
£111 out the table below. Instead, explaim on a supplement by what means the

corperation wes owned amd controlled.

}If the corporation did iscue shares of stock, fill out the columns below as

follows:

Column l.~~Enter the name of each persor who held more than 10 percent of the

shares of stock of any class at ‘any tims since March 1! 1938.

Column 2.~-Enter the sharchelder's last kmown addresc.

Columa 3.~~I1f the ghergholder was en individusl, mame the country of which hs was
a citigon, If o corporatien, nmmme the coumtry under whose lava the corpora-

tion wao orgenigzed,

Colurmm 4.—]f the corporation issued only enc kind efyshnrea. you may leave this
columm blank, If 4% iaocued more tham oneé clesa, give the class ef shares held
by the person named, and explain im & supplemont what are the differsnt righte

ef the various clsssoc, .

Columa B,~-~0ive the largest mumber of shares which tha’hbldor ¢wned at oany one time.

Oolumn 6.--Givo the percentage of the clasa of shares which tho holder owned, when

his holdinge were largest.

Column 7.~~1f the peruon namod coased to be o ghareholder befere the corperation wes
d1ssolvod or liquidated, give the leat dato om which he was a sharcholder.

Yame Address Oisigemship '  of ! Number ! oge of ! Lagt
. '3 Shares' Held ! Class ! Date
(1) (2) (3) (4) ' (8) ' (8) t(7)

BB P BE M B S BE GD HS TR R TR SR BE 6 B e OB M NR WS An AN W W WD e N
“.-..-nnl.-wunuﬁu_nhunnunuﬂuu;an"d

'
i
1
t
t
1
]
!
'
!
'
'
!
'
1
1
!
'
!
1
!
'
t
'
t
1
'

GO AP Wm M ST WS D WR Mk GRS A0 e E ek W S e S0 DR W R e

i
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(J) vhat happened to the corporation (dissolutiom, liquidation, etc.) Give date

(k) By what right does claimant represemt or succeed to the corporation?

(State im what oapaaiti the claimant claimé; for example, as recelver or trustee.
If claimant was appointed by order of couri, give the name of the court snd date

of the erder. If appointed in some ether way, explain how.)

(1) Attach s copy of the ordor ef court, or other document on which claimsnt's title is
based, to each copy of the schedule. The.copy attached %o the “eriginal" of the

achevla abould be cortified by thé court or other competent official.
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FROM
SUBJECT

. “rthur Ra &

Claims Section, CAP

Harold Lee, Legal Cfficer

Anmerican Consulate General, lunlcn,

JriS0 Claims
(Berlin cases)

chor, Chief

Sermany

<;¢%ﬂ2€:fw,4 Zi,-;~~
Lransmltted herew1th is a report of even date, vrepared by
rr, Victor B, Barrett of our Berlin Ofiice, describing the results

of his mnveut*natlon in %he above-mentioned matter,

Inasm&ch as it appears that we havo furnished all the information
available, we are closing our files on 22 JK30 claims cases.
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o PORN HO. 54

0]?56‘6 Memamndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 2 Br. Harold Lee, Legal Officer . : | DATB Sentember h, 1956
: American Consulate General, Munich : ‘

- FROM : Victor B, Barrett, Legal Officer W)

susJecT: JRSO Claius
‘(Berlin Cases)

Reference is made to Claims 1939 ‘of April 4, 1956, and to)the interim
reports submitted in this matter, The vresent report will deal with .
cases listed in Schedules A, D and F, with Berlin addresses, to the

extent that investigation regarding these cases was completed. Transg-
lations of the documents submitted are supplied only with regard to ,
some of the enclosures in view of the volumincus material and the small
translating staff we have. The essential contents of the respective
documents are, however, summarized in the present report. Certificates
were not considered necessary with resard to these documents and are
therefore not attached. :

It was noted that in many cases only the name or an initial and the
last name were furnished by the Department, without a street address

- in Berlin. This identification is as a rule not sufficient for a city
.of the size of Berlln and consequently no results were ootalned in a
number of those cases., .

.henever necessary the following agencies in Berlin were contacted'

(1) Bureau of Hesidence, Chief of Police; (2) the Custodian for
Restitution Properties in Berlin % 30, who has custody of the files

of the former Oberflnanzpraesident berlin regardlng confiscation of
rroperties of Jewish residents of Berlin; (3) the Restitution igencies;
(4) the Indemnification Office; (5) various nrobate courts.

Schedule A 3k, Marianna Scholz-Scherf, Bambercer Strasse 58, Berlin i 15.
teference is made to the interim report, O5 Claims 2598, which tentative-

‘. 1ly identified subject as the present Marianna Scherf Brehm, divorced

\r}; Scholz in 31 Am Weiher, Hamburg 19. “There is herewith submitted a letter

% of subject, dated August 20, 1956, enclosing two certificates pertaining
to the marriages of subject with walter ocholz and Roland Brehm respective-
ly (the originals were returned to subject and were replaced by photo-
stats)(ﬂnclosure 56), In her letter subject refers to two persons as
witnesses for the fact that she previously resided .at the address indi-
cated by the Department under thé name Marianna Scholz Scherf. Considering
that subject's former Berlin address was confirmed by Luise Pohl
(Znclosure 29 to OB Clalms 2598) further evldence is not believed to be
necessary.
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Schedule D 15, Paul Braun c/o Marx (not Marso), 33 Skalitzer Strasse,
Berlin, The letter of the Chief of Police Berlin of July 27, 1956,
contains the information that subject formerly resided at 30 Skalitzer
Strasse, Berlin SO 36, moved to 124 Wrangel Strasse, Berlin SO 36,

and died on May 30, 1945 (Enclosure 57, Item 1), There is herewith
submitted a complete copy of a death certificate of subject issued by

the Office of Vital Statistics "™Mitte" in the East Sector of Berlin
(Enclosure 58), The original thereof is contained inthe probate file
6.VI.941.46 of the County Court Tempelhof-Kreuzberg in Berlin, There -

is furthermore submitted a letter of the administrator of the estate of
Paul Braun, Hermann Haubenreisser, in Berlin-Tempelhof, of August 16,

1956, with copy of his appointmert by the County Court Tempelhof-—Kreuz-'
berg in Berlin of February 24, 1947 (Enclosure 59). It will be seen:

. from Enclosure 59 that the heirs of Mr,., Braun are unknown, Reference is
-made to the extract copy of a deed executed by Paul Braun and Johannes
Schmenkel on September 1, 1939, which was found in certain land title
files attached to file 141 WGK 58,56 of the Restitutlon Chamber Berlin, In é:;;;
Article 8 of the deed both contracting parties stated that they are non- Vo
Jewish (Enclosure 60). It is therefore believed that further investi- 3
gation of this case will not be required. -

Schedule D‘12. Max Winter and/or Margarete Winter, Neue Bahnhofstrasse

36, Berlin, From the letter of the Chief of Police Berlin (Enclosure 57, *
Item 10) it will be noted that a married couple by that name resides at i

an address in Berlin-Schoeneberg. There is herewith submitted a letter g
of this Max Winter of July 30, 1956, indicating that subject may have an i
interest in the inheritance of a cousin, name not indicated, who died in
the U.S. (Enclosure 61), Our correspondent also indicates his previous
Berlin addresses from 1900 to date, This information was checked against
the applicable Vesting Order 9628 which pertains to an account kept with
a New York bank. This property is not identifiable with the alleged
property indicated in the letter (Enclosure é1). Furthermore, the letter
(Enclosure 1), fails to indicate the address furnished by Washington,
There 1s no proof that the writer of the letter, Enclosure 61, is identi-
cal with the vestee, It has to be stated that. 36 Neve Bahnhofstrasse
is located in Berlin-Lichtenberg, presemt Soviet Sector, so t.hat the
investigation cannot be continued. .

O U T YRR TR 2]

s = L DA I
SOORTT RSN SRR

P

Schedule D 20, Alfred Rosenberg, Nollendorfstrasse 31/32, Berlin,

This subject is listed under the address indicated, in the Jewish direct-
ory for Greater Berlin from 1931 (last-known edlt.lon). The telephone
directory for 1933 lists one Alfred Rosenberg for the address Schwarz-
burgallee 1, Berlin-Charlottenburg 9.. ‘There is submitted herewith as
Enclosure 62 letter of Walther Schmidt of Berlin-Charlottenburg 9 of

July 2 3 1956, who is the administrator of the building corresponding

to the last-named address. Mr, Schmidt confirms that Dr, Alfred Rosenberg
moved from the address supplled by the Departmerrb, Nollendorfstrasse 31/32,

Ty -
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to Schwarzburgallee 1 (oresent designation Clynpische Strasse 2), vhere
e resided until September 1, 1933. ‘As far as iir, Schmidt is informed

Dr. losenberz then moved to the United States, This information is in
keening with the fact thet this 1nvastlcator was unable to discover any
subsequent trace of Dr. Rosenberg's presence in 3erlin, thile the present
whereabouts of Or, Rosenberg, if 11v1ng, cannot be deteririned, it is be=-
lived that this subject does not come under the purview of the claims.
filed by ono. ,

Schedule D 23. Josech Folnar, Berlin, The lettér of the Chief of Police.
- Berlin (Tnclosure 57, Item 7), lists two former residents of Berlin by

~ that name, who are both natives of Bungary. There are herewith submitted
undated letter of #lisabeth keyer-Haagen, in Bad Zalzuflen, former Jritish
Zone (Znclosure 63), and letter of Vorsorge Lebensversicherungs A.G. of
August 20, 1956 (@nclosvre 64), The writers of the letters are the owners
of the buildings where subject (1) and subject (2) described in the letter
of the Chief of Police Berlin (Enclosure 57) formerly resided. Cur corres-
nondents are unable to indicate the present whereabouts of the subjects or
- to confirm the fact that the individuals formerly owned assets in the U,3,
Further investigation cannot be undertaken, ' '

Schedule D 51. Herman Goldkraut, Beriin; There is herewith submitted a
letter of Attorney Dr, Joachim seutner in Berlin-Charlottenburg 9, of
August 7, 1956, enclosing copies of two certificates of inheritance issued

by the County Court leddinz in Gerlin on June 25, 1955, and January 9, 1956,

respectively, pertaining to the estate of one Hermann Goldkraut in 3erlin
who was declared dead effective January 26, 1943 (inclosure 65). Inasmuch
as the Department has filed to indicate an address for subject, identity
cannot be asserted., However, the naze of subject'is faily unusual. It -
will be noted that the certificates of inheritance state that three of the
- 8ix heirs were dead at the time when the certificates were issued., An
attempt to determine the succession to.the estates of these heirs was not
made, but further investigation. regarding the identity of Herman Goldkraut
and of his heirs may be undertaken by contacting the attorney of certain
heirs, F¥r. Richard 0. Graw, %oom 40 Tloga Suilding, 2020 Filvia St.,
Berkeley L, California.

Schedule D 97. £, Zander, 3erlin, It was noted from the applicable

. Vestino Order 9772 that the proverty vested concerns a certain debt owing

- to 3, Zander by The American News Commany in Hew York, K.Y, The name of

E. Zander does not sufficiently identify the owner of the property but an
inquiry was directed to Zrich Zander, Printers and Publishers, at 55 Zosse-
ner ,trasoe, serlin SW 29, inasmuch as the nature of the business of the
American and the German firm are similar, Frich Zander Company, in its
letter of &ugu%t 27, 1956 (Znclosure 66), states that all its records were
destroyed in the war, but that the late iir. Trich Zander has personally
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made certain agreeuents with The inerican News. Company, Wew York, hile
this informztion is not comoletely convincing, it is believed to be suffi-

" cient to establish the likelihood that the vriter of the 1etter,

Znclosure 66, is identical with the vestee.

Schedule D 128, Leopold Hawhurger, Berlln. A verson by that name ic listed

in the 1941 Berlin directory as the owner ard a resident of Jagow Strasse

30, Berlin-Grunewald, =eference is made to Zlaim Yo, 3102?, filed by

J

one rionney L, Harlow as the son and heir of Leopold Hamburger of the above-
mentioned Berlin address. It is believed that the file pertaining to

Claim No. 31022 conteins evidence for the death of Leopold lHamburger and
for the heirship of Mr, Harlow, Further investigation was not undertaken
in view of the small amount wnvolved

Schedule 9 130. Kurt X Lmnerman, Berlln. Vesting Order 6679 indicates that

a debt owing to Xurt ifmmerman by %. Leitz Inc. in ¥ew York was vested. The .

firm named is well known as the manufacturer of the Leica cameras. The
erdosed photostat from the Berlin telephone directory from 1941 lists Curt
Emmermann, with an address in Berlin-Charlottenburg, as a Leica distribu-
tor (Znclosure 67). There are furthermore submitted two letters of Franz
Bergmann K.%. in Berlin-Zehlendorf of July 25 and august 1, 1956 (Enclo~
sure 68). This firi is the successor organization of ! rnst Leitz in
Berlin-Zehlendorf, believed to be a subsidiary of the American firm which
vas named, These letters confirm the connection of Curt: Emmermann with
the firm of krnst Leitz; furthermore the letters state that ir, Zmmermann
is missing in actlon, his wife, Johanna Bmmerrmnn, resides at Hans Sommer
Strasse 61, ¢/o ¥uhlmann, in Braunschweig, former British' Zone, This
investigator has not sought to obtain confirmation of the identity of -
Mr, Bmermann as described in the letters (Gnclosure 58) with the person
named in the vesting order, from iirs. Zmmermann in Sraunschweiz, consider-
ing the small amount of roney involved. Further investigation is not be-
lived to be necessary. : ‘

Schedule D 131, Howard Jassermann, Berlin., No person by the name of Howard

Wassermann was found in the Berlin directlories for 1935 and 1941 or by
the agencies listed above under (1) and (2). In the absence of the
vesting order which is not available 1n Hunich, further 1nvestleatlon
cannot be undertaken,

Schedule D 138. ‘Hedviig Zimmes and .uﬂene almmes, Berlin. No person by
the name of Zirmes was found in the Berlin directories for 1935 and 1941
or by the agencies listed above under (1) and (2). 1In the absence of the

. vesting order which is not availaole in iynich, further 1nvest1gatlon

cannot be wndertaken,

Schedule D 157, A. Trautmann, Berlin. The Berlin directory for 1941 lists
18 persons by that name. There is, however, submitted a letter of patent
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attorney A. Trautmann, in Serlin~Zehlendorf, of August 10, 1956
(Enclosure 69), listing certain debts owing him by individuals in the

U. 5. It is suggested that this data be comparzd against the indication
of the assets in the anplicaole vesting order, wvhich is not available

in kunich. ' The comparison should reveal wbether or not our correspondent
is identical w1t% the vestee,

Schedule D 170, 171, 173, Freda Friedman, Johanna Friedman, Jacob
Friedman, Berlin., The agency indicated above (2) lists two versons by
the name of Jacob ¥riedmann, 5 persons: by the name of Frieda, not Freda,

Friedmann and 9 persons by the nome of Johanna *riedmann, In the ab-
sence of additional information, 1dent1ficat10n is not possible and the
investigation cannot be continued.

Schedule ) 172, Zrna Emma Holfs, Berlin, The aoplicable Vesting Order
554 lists as a co-vestee ilfred Rolfs, vhose address in Hulmbach, Bavaria,
was ascertained by ifr. Hans R, Ohrnberger. There is herewith submitted

a letter of Alfred %olfs indicating a Berlin address for Erna Emme ilolfs
(inclosure 70). ‘This address was conflrned by the nh:x.ef of Police Berlin
-as 36 Thielsch Ufer, Berlin SO 36

Schedule D 174, Arthur Goldberg, zerlin, 'The agency (2) above, has a
record of one Arthur Goldberg, born August.lh, 1876, whose last~known

. Berlin residence was 11 Habsourgerstrasse, W 30. The agency (3) above,
keeps a file, docket numoer 2 VWGA 45082,50, .showing this subject's present
address as 30-34, 30th Street, Astoria, L.I., N.Y, = In the absence of
information regerding a street address of the vestee, and considering the
unavailability in Kunich of the applicable vesting order, the investigation
cannot be continued for the purpose of estaollshlnp correct 1dent1f1cat10n.

Schedule D 178. Jacob Braun, Berlin, The city directories for Berlin

of 1935 and 1941, do not list this subject. Hone of the agen01eb listed
above (1) through (5) keeps a record of this subject and in addition the
Berlin Central Bank has no report of assets in the U.5. filed by any indi-
vidual by that name under the respective order .of the Allied Berlin
Kommandatura. Investlgatlon canriot be contlnued.

Schedule D 197, *Wilhelm ¥amenz, Berlin,

ScheduleD198, Zrika Kamenz, Germany, ’

- The letter of the Chief of Police Berlin (Zinclosure 57, Item 5) lists

" ilhelm Kamenz and his daushter, Erika Kamenz Kraemer, as residents of

45 Boricumer Strasse, Berlin-Schnargendorf. inclosure 71 is a letter of
‘these subjects of July 25, 1956, asserting that they are the owners of the
property listed in Vasting “rder 7557 and that 'furthermore the Department
has given them information regarding the vested assets with letter of
March 20, 1952, The vesting order is not on file in Munich, but further
lnvestlgatlon 1s not believed to be necessary.
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"~ Schedule D 203, Simon BOehm, Eerlin;, Ione of the agencies listed avove

{1) throush (5) has a record of subject vhose name was not found in the

city directories for 1935 and 1941, This investigzation cannot be continued,

- Gchedule F, 4, Heirs etc. of E,3, ‘allenstein, deceased, Bregenzer Strasse
3, Berlin & 15, The agency listed acove (2) keeps a record of a declara-

tion of assets and liabilities of December 9, 1942, which subject had to
file under azi reculations, The address indicated in this declaration

_corresponds to the address supplied by the Department. The County Court

Charlottenburg of Berlin on May 20, 1952 entered a decree regarding the
presumptive death of-subject (copies of declaration and of decree ‘
Enclosure 72). There is also submitted -copy of a Joint Certificate of
Inheritance issued by the County Court Charlottenburg, Zerlin on August

22, 1953 (Enclosure 73), indicating su>3°ct's sons erd wallenstein and

Dr. Heinz “Jallenstein as subject's heirs. A letter, dated August 7, 1956
of Dr. Heinz Wallenstein in Israel (Enclosure 74) indicates also the

"last address of his brother werd in the U.S.

It is recommended that the 22 cases, in rezard of whlch all available
information was supnlied, be considered closed, Investigation pertaining
to the remaining 20 cases in Perlin and surrouncing areas in the Soviet .
Zone continues, - o ’

BEnclosures
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' RECORDS AT THE 'WASHINGTON NATINAL RECORDS CENTER (WNRC)
Suitland, Maryland

RECORD GROUP 131 - Office of Alien Property — Dep@rtment of Justice -
Box reads: - |

RG 131 | S

Accession 65— A — 1063

Box #1

Agency - Departinent of Justice

" Division — QAP

Cc‘mténts — Enclosures |
017-26052 - F23-1

[Location— 16 87 ~52-2-3] -

Box contains Claims Files

Wallet envelope — 034-220 — Berlin Cases  Section
ENCLOSURE Files

Investigation Reports from Munich Office 1956- 1957

Wallet contains packets of éorrespondence and memos on JRSO claims -

| 337396
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| RG131 - Acce551on 65A-1063 - Box 1 - Wallet envelope 034~ 220 - Berlln Cases

‘Wmmumu o

.- -

O]jﬁce Memomndum UNITED ‘STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

- FROM

»e

_ SUBJECT:

herein:
' It.em i‘:}-O;. . . ’ A ) ) . . .
of "4" .. Vestee . - - ¥ Result of Investigation:
17. © Rosa Hern;. T " The authorities of the city of Baden-
,j . Baden S Baden advised that a Hosa Horn, who

+

lir. dareld Lee, Legal Cfficer . \‘"w o DATE \ctober 5, 456

<
american uonsulatttxenerai, runlch, uermany

i

" Hans . bhrnberoer, uebdl Offlcer

JHSU Claims

With further reference to my report dated September 20, 1956, which
was forwarded to the wWashington Office under ¢B Claims 2072, there
are submitted herev1th the replies tobether with documentary ev1dence
to the extent such was furnished, from the sources contacted on 67
cases iisted in Schedule "AM attached to Lir. Schor's merorandum of
April 4, 1956, Claims 1939. fliote, however, that in view of the ,
voluninous material and the emall translation Staff we have, trans—
lations were not made of such informatoryand docunentary material,

We are, therefore, furnishing swamaries for each of the cases reported

appears to be the person in questlon,
. moved to.Freiburg i.8r. in 1926, The
‘Frelours authorities- advised that Miss-
‘Rosa Horn, born, January 30, 1905, oved

to Obersassbech on Cctober 31, 1926,

“The Obersassbach authorities, however,
have no ‘records of the subject vestee

. (unclosures 1- L)

C8l. j'“‘GerhérdeﬁiSSmann,’ The subject vestee, Lorn‘mav 2, 1861,

~ Bersenbrueck =+ ., died on Fabruary 13, 1946, Hls helrs,

Elisabeth “arkus, slisabeth “issmann
‘ S and Hermann wissmann are alive and
o © . reside in Bersenbrueck and Hardenberg
E . ‘(nnclosuree 5 and 6.

62, ; uatharlna untlonetbe' Ant01nette Katharlna liarkus, nee Vessling,
J and iessling. llarkus, a Roman . Catholic, died  on December 20,
Bersenbrueck - ;°  1943. ier son and heir, ‘ilhelm Farkus
. ‘ . o *‘ayparently the other vestee, is alive and
1T7 o ' o resides in Sersenbrueck-Brigzenhasen

(Anclosures 7 and u)
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 Jestee

¥rs. terie Beumann,

6 Vormbaunistrasse,

Rielefeld

Paul ¥ilberg,

Dortmund

Grete Salomon,
- Dortmund

wWilhelm Baehr,

¢/c Deutsche Bank und
Diskontogesellschaft
Filiale Duisburg

Amelia Hillman

Forkelsh -14

Lr. Duesseldorf

Siegfried Falk,
Duesseldorf

died on August 24, 1946,

.‘(para 1.

1907, who. moved to Hamburg in 1924

¢
iy
|

ﬁesult of Investiﬂaulon

Suugect, marrled Harie- HenrlettD Luise
Chnmacht, a Protestant, born Karch 9, 1901,

“moved in 1947 from Bielefeld to Stut.gart
‘where she died on Jenuary

21, 1953. KHer
husband and sole heir, ChrLstian Chnmacnt,
45 alive and presently resides at Burgstall-
strasse 170, :tuttgart—heslach (3nel. 9 = 13).

gubgec», a Catholic, born Jaruery 21, 1879,
His wife dllsabeth
nee Zznke, is still alive and vresently
resides at ut?ufenstrasqe 12, Dortmund
ancloaure l&)

The authorities oP tho city o f Dortinund -
advised that without further data, such as
‘date: and. place of birth, the exact former

‘street address, they ars unable to trace

. the subg&ct vestee as their residence re-

gistra ion records were acstroyed during -
the war (& nclosure 15).

The authorities of Duisburg advized that
without further data, they are unable to
trace the subject vestee. A check made
vith the former Deutsche Bsank in Duisburg
‘was nebatlve \.Jnclosure 16).

Suogoct'~ place of risidence, as indicated,
does not exist. The authorities of Duessel-
dorf ware unable to trace the subject vestee
of Znclosure 17).

uugect Jeulsh, born dAugust 15, 1874, died
on December 5, 1941 in Duesseldorf. His son .
‘Dr. jur. Friedrich ¥alk, born December 2,

R uould
not be located by the Hamburg authoriiies

(para 2 of Znclosure 17 and Znclosures 16 & 19.

337898
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116,

117,

119,

Jestee .

Lovis Bausr

k1a1x05usnstrasse li,

DQesseluorf

slise Bierbaum,
& karien Street,,

Zssen uest

inna Klein,

- dssen, Slting Str, 63

i

ﬁ&sult\of investigation.~

_ bubdect born uu uwt 21, looO im Kloster
'Qlausnltz, is still allve and ‘prosently resides
lat iieustrasse 4, (which is the new name. for
,LblkastenstraSSe,, ‘messeldorf. (5eé para 2

o nplthr 17}, -Already vlosad under O3 Céalms;
. : 2672 ,~

fuubdecb 8 Fatnollc, born dulv 3, lb96 aled

on Uctober 16, 1955 (see para 2-0i pege 2 of

inclosure 20 and ZLnclosure 22) OP her five
'chilqrenj(referred to in para 3 of Inclosure 21)
“only her daughter krs. Zlisabeth liaase, is still
- alive (see para L o; Mnclosure 21 and ;nclosureq
y 2g - ?6;. : ' : : :

3ubJect, torn June 17, 1095,5”1ed on eptmnber 17,

1953 {see para 3 of Jnclosure 20).’ Her husband
‘Gustav Klein predeceased her in 1915, This in-

formation was given to the city authorities of

' Zssen by subject's daughter-in-law, irs. Maria
. Klein, residing at Elting Strasse 19, n8sen,
"~ where the aungect vestee also had resided. HNcte

that accordln to a. nelshbor?ooo check and in-
quiry at uluLnb Strasse 63a {the house Zlting
Strasse 63 was destroyed. during the war) a
nnna Kleln never a resicent tuere.

TN

Trich Hesse and Feta Hesse bubdect Vestees could not’ be traced by the

" ¢/o Deutsche Bank, .
"Filiale Hssen, iUssen

Hmra leyer
- Fallinzbostel, »
'Freudenthalstrasse 300

city authorities of dssen (see para 1 of
Enélosure 20). : : : ‘

It

1he clty suthorities of Walllngbostel adv1sed

‘jthat suoject had passea away and that her 6au hter

iire, ZNrra Foerster, née leyer, resides at .

‘Proudenthalstrause 2L, Tallingbostel (Zncl, 42)

¥rs. Foerster furnished a list of the names
and’ addresses of the heirs to the estate of

vlrllllau mlemeler {Znclosure 28 showing that

Emna heler nee Deichmann died on June 2, 1956,.

ot
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Item No.

of u.n

155.

159,

202,

<11.

Vastee

Gtto Jjagner
Kaberschlacht U/i 3racken-
hein

Lietze (Betty) reingardt

Hofen

"Gtto Ahrends

Sndthorqual ld,
Hambury

Thea Jakobine Cetharina

Vahl, nee Rolfs,
Hamnburg

liax ﬁeyerétein,
Landschaftstr. &,

- Hannover
lathilde ‘olf Zobel,
Hauptstrasse # 124,
Aglasterhausen 6,
{°1delberg '

/

niesult of Investigation

Subject,' a Protestant, born May 30, 1871
could be: traced to Goeppingen where he
died on November 3, 1950, His wife Frieda
nee Huessle prececeased him on February 10,
1931 (&nclosures 29 - 3L}, Subject's
dauzhter and heir Miss Ottilie Wagner

born December 7, 1502, died on July 25,
1556 in Zmuendingen. [er heirs have not
as yet been determined (Inclosure 35).

" Subject vestee could not be located in

the several locslities "Hofen' appearing
in the German register of communities-

 (Znclosure 36 - 40 incl.).

The Hamburg authorities advised that
according to information obtained from

the firm Koerner at the address in question
Karl (:tto Ahrends, born kay 1z, 1876, last
residing at Kuhrwehle 4, Hamburg 24, died
in battle on November 26, 1916 in France.
dis next-of-kin or other relatives could

not be located (Znclosures 41).

The Hemburg autnorltles advised that iirs.
Thea Vahl, born karch 10, 1874, on

Getober 14, 1903 moved from. Hamburg,
Viktoriastrasse 37, to Halstenbek, Kreis
Pinneber,, where subject could not be
traced. A Kurt Vshl, residing at iltonaer
Strasze 37, in nearby Heilingen wes
questicned with negative result (Inclosures

CLZ, 43 and LL),

The authorities in Hennover advised that
“ subject, Jewish, bern Jenuary 1&, 1@00,
moved to Berlin on June 1, 1926 where he

died. Other 1n;orratlon 15 not avallable.

- (4nclosure 45).

. . Subject cquld be traced to Vautenbéch,
' Kreis Buehl, where she presently resides

SIAMOHY TYNQILYN 3HL Ly 03000

at Bundesstrasse 30 (fnclosures 46 - 51 inel.

337900
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Item No.

Vestee Rééult of Invest

of 1AM ization
215. ~jRichard Foth, aubgect a DrOt“Sbunt torn January 13, ‘
- 3 3taedlersirasse, 1897, could be traced to Duesseldorf where
Friedbers, Hessen . -he presently resides at Urdenbacher : ullee 93
- ' "(dnclosuras 52, 53 and 54).
217, j[ rathllde Slmons, gubgect Protestant bown February 1, 1603
. : c,o Stadtsparkasse, died on January b 19&6 in Neumuenster.
Heumuenster 1, Holstein | (Znclosures . ). Her estate is
' - shared by 7 holrs (Unclosure 56) .
- 222, j Gustav :eler, Subject, a frctostant, porn Juno‘f, 1689,
: {utaei is still alive and presently resides at
House No., 33 in Huetzel, kreis Soltau
(ianclosures 59 = -60),
Af Albert Taxob or Mag daTGnd' The authorities of'Ihrinben afﬁ; advised

227,
: Jakob, Ihringen,
Amt Brelsach Baden

that subject vestees had passed avay and that
their legal heirs are Zrna lHolwieler nee
Jayob and Anna Jakob (uncloaure é1). -

1yefgareta Pféffer,

2 3k, j' : Subject, A Protestant, born July'2, 1596,
’ ’ Damperhofsir, 12 is'still alive and presently-resides at
Kiel 12 Damperhofstrasse, Kiel (@nclesure 62).
236, '/ Valeska Hagelstéin, Subject, a ?rotestant; born March 30, 1891,
Gaarden Schulstr. No. 1, 1is still alive and presently resides at
Kiel ‘ Koenigsweg 97, Kiel (Enclesure 63).
227. ,j Marie Hagelstéin, “ubject a Catholic, born February 25, 1389,
kiel, Herzog i 09 F“ledrtcn is still alive and presently résides at
Strasse Holstenstrasse .18, Kiel (Znclosure oly) .
239, ff ‘Richard Joachim indreas - bubJect, a rrotestant, oorn May 17, 1879,
' - Rolfs, riel is still alive and presently resides at
LHolstenstrasse lo, Kiel (mnclosure 65).
202, /' MHarie Kirschbawn; o r‘he authorltles of "’xchentelllns;urt 7

kirechentellinsfurt,
wuert.

advised that subject, born January 17, 1887,
is alive. and oresently resides at Gaessles~
hof, hlrchantellln%furt ( nclosure 66).

337901
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Vestee

rwin Gercer,
Roetgen 5tr. 25,
Koeln, Zhrenfeld

Herman Hosenbaun,

Foln, Luxemburger Str. 10

Peter olff,
c/o Josef Bunber,
(22¢) Koln-Braunsfeld,

"Aacheerstr. 333.

Arna langold,

Kassel

Max Buchholz,

1 Achenback #trasse,

hassel

Heinrich Burfeindt,
Bevern, 52 Kreis
Bremervorde

Irma Ullrich or heirs etc.

names unknown, -

" Lohmar bei Siegburg

-'oubgect, born June 23,
. and presently resides at House No, 52 in
Bevern, Kreis Bremervoerde (Znclosures 73 & 74).

Result of Investigation

Suljpct vestee still resides at 25 Roentgen-
strasse, Koeln-Zhrenfeld (dnclosure 67;.

The amthorities of Cologne advised that
subject could not be traced as records prior
to 1945 no longer exist, but that the building
Luxembur;er Strasse 10, was owned by the-
widow of a Julius Rosenbaum, residing at
Koeln-Zollstock, Alfterstrasse 13. lirs.
Rosenbaun advised that Hermann Rosenbaum

was Jewish and perished in the concentration
camp Litzmannstadt; that her husband, Julius
Rosenbaunm, also died during the Nazi regime,
leaving as heirs nis widow, Johanna Rogenbaum,
his two sons, Karl Arthur and Alfred Heinrich
Rosenbaum, who are alive and reside at the
address mentioned above (@pclosures‘&% & 69).

The authorities of Cologne requlre additional

~ 'data in order to trace the whereabouts of -

‘subject vestee (note that the building
hachenerstrasse 333 was: toally destroyed
aurlnh the war) (¥nclosure 7C).

‘The city authorltles of Kassel advised that
without date of. blrth or the last sireet

‘addreSb, the su04=ct vestee cannot be trac@d

nclosure 71)

R LI ML W T 1Y DN

Subject, a Protestant, born February 12, lu?S ‘

died on January 14, 1956. He is survived by

“his widow Gertrud, nee «chultze, who presently
regides at Ahnatalstrasse 87 (Jnclosure ?4)

1910, is still alive

Supject, a P?étes%aaty‘Catholic,<bofn

P6/(h)(6) in Hayword, California,

is married to Kurt Richter, a Frotestant,
and resides at iittelstrasse 5, Lohmar
near Siegburg, North-Riine Westphalia

(inclosures 75, 7¢ and 77).

.3§7902



Item ko.

Of H;‘H

262, |

266,

Vestee

walter 3lum,
Usterfeldstrasse
Lokstedt, Hamburg

Liatharina Stern,
Balauarfohr 15,
Lubeck

Filhelm volf et &
wosa Schairer
Feta {ilbrecht
August Albrecht
Uscar Fahl

Hedwig albrecht

1,

1.

vsterholzallee 104,

Ludwigsburg

Gustav Weiss,
Lutherstrasse 12,
Ludwigshafen zi

hein

,Lhe authorltLes of Luebeck advised that this

{Z¥nclosures ol and 85).

Yesult of Investigation

3ubject, not Jewish, worn Augzust 21, 1907,
is still alive and presently resides at 58
ﬁvtarfeldstrasse, (formerly Wo. 1), Hamburg-
Loksteat (Enclosures 75 and 79).

*

concerns a krs, Catharina 3tiern, nee Helduck,
a Protestant, born on Deceuber 11, 1897, who
is still alive and presently resides at

Hartengrube 1s/11 in Luebeck. Until July 16,

i jer e

1937 she resided at Baleuerfohr 15. The spellin

of the family name "Stern" was changed to

‘3tiern" several years after her marriage to

Yarl 3tiern whose certificaté of birth,
raportedly was issued in that name &s spz2inst

‘those of his brothers and sisters in the name

of Stern. 3ubject stated that she shares in
an inheritance of her aunt, liss Zlizabeth
3chneider of Chicagc. (Znclosures 50 and cl;.

The authorities of Ludwigsburg advised that
Ctto wWolf, bern arch 22, 1879, is still alive
and presently resides at Usterholz Allee 10L.
de 'is the woner of that building. He qtated

-to the Ludw1bvbur5 dUt&O#lale Rigt il

Fecht
5chairer, CUscar Lahlgwere mentictied In th

testament of fdolf Trick but not August and
Xeta Albrescht were med mentioned in that

cocument; that he did not personally know
these 6 persons and that they never resided

‘at Usterhclzallee 104, (Enclosures 82 & 33).

f the 6 persons only the existence of {scar
Mahi could be asgcertained, He was born on
February 20, 1587 and presently resides at
selbinger Gasse 41 in Schwaebisch Hall

'

‘3ubject, a Frotestant, born February 19% 1595,

could pe traced to FMainz-Kastel, where he

) prescntly leeg at Alheﬁstrasse & (Zaclosures

sl -89, incl.,.
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275.

303,

198,

Vestee

Fred #alm, a/i/a “rederlcx Halm,
Felsenheim am “lau,
Zhineland

Friedrich Simon,
lrunchen 22, :
¢/II xd@lbunuenetras Te

nenry Michaelis,
feitzmann's House,

‘kartua, Kreis Zeven

by bremen

larie YNeier,
Meuenhaus

Harry mlckhvf;, 7 i

Nethaus,

Grafschalt Bentheim -

AT AR TRMOTEWR] SILEL Y SISO

Result ofVInvcstigaﬁipn

Suogect, vorn ipril 18, 1s86l, died
on Dzcember 29, 1941, 1n'.eleroﬂch

_Kreis Birkenfeld. His heirs aras the

tiiree brothers Zeorg, Friedrich and
Karl Becker of ieisenheim according

to a contract signed on April 1L, 1942
{Znclosures 9C, 91, 92 and %37,

Subject, -born Earch 3, 1873, died.on
ay 2, 1946, leaving 4 heéirs as indi-
cated in dneclosure 97. Church Counsell:
dr. theodor kary, Himmelreichstrasse 2,
lunich 22, the executeor of the estate
(snclosures Q4 = 97, sinel,).

Subject, a Protestant, born February 15,
1573, died on October 15, 1952, leaving
3 heirs as indicated (Znclosure 98).

Subject, a Roman Catholic, vorn liarch 1.
1696, rssides at Dackhorstweg 13,
ieuenhaus, Krels Bentheim, She stgted
to thz authorities of Neuenhaus, that
stie does not believe to be the vestee
in guestion, as she had never any
relatives in the United 3tates. HNote
that this case is not counted as a
closing as a report was already forw=rd:
to washington under 5 Clsims 2042,

(\ee b of Jnclosure 997.

auagect a Homan, qathollc, born on

‘September 27, 1677, in St. Louis, USA,

is 2live snd presently resides at
Dackhorstweg 9, isuenhaus, ireis -
Bentheim. MNote that his name. is
spelled "Hiekhoff". (See a of

Znclosure 79).

337904
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1 L[S
vegtee , ’ ‘Result of Investization
Philip Sauer or issue  There are 1l towns by the namre of Feustadt
ieustadt in Western Germany. All were contacted

cand zeveral perscns with the name of rhilio
Hauer could be traced:

‘a; Philip 3auer, uorn February ?3, 19C0,
formerly residing in neustadt/ocnfarzwald
novw resides at Hauptstrasse 59, lLuelnausen,
iKreis Heldelberg. He stated having no know-

.ledge of any aszets in the U.S.4, vested in

' his name (ZnclosureslCU, 101 and 102).

b Fhilip %euer, born June 22, loo7, preséntly

. residing at Rathausstrasse 17, Neustsdt

© a.d. Welnstra:se (see 1 of Inclosure 103)

~~—7 _ claimed to be an heir to the estate of
’ . Zlisabeth lieber, nee Darting (see Encl. 104),
in this ‘connection 2 similar claim was also
made by xrs.‘ Rinchen #inter; resigin at
Fuelweg "%, Hambach/weinstrasse {(see Zncl, 10/
; . c¢) Philip-Sauer, born 3eptember 29, 1893,
' " .who Gied on Auzust 3, 19b9, in Neustadt
a.d, veinstrasse, His widow, Meria 3auer,
residing at Luitpoldstrasse 40, there
steted that she has no kncwledze of any
U.5,. assets which her late husband might
. have ovwned. {%ee 2 of iZncl. 103 and 106).
'dj Philip Sauer, born Auzust 24, 1693, and
- - residing in.Lambrecht, Kreis Neustadt a/d
. Weinstras=ze, Luhrbacher Str. 19 (see 3 of
- Znclosure ‘1033, stated that although he
has relatives in the U.3., he knew nothing
of any assets left him there. {Znclosures

‘*10 - 107, 1nc1.,. :
iirs. Roels lUcltz und her )ubdect, 2 _rotestxn born ?ebruary 232, 1717,
children, ‘ - last.residing at bllboruur*strasse 27, Stuttgart
{berant Schorandorf, died on July 1y, 1956t Her heirs are XHarl Goelt
ﬁurpenberg S v ©. 7 and Iirs. fmua Rauch  (see Encl. 111) of iécken-

beuren, Kreis Tettnang, and Smaragdweg &,
CStuttpart, respectively. (Znclosures 108 - 112;
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Item No, .
of AV Vestee . ‘ Result of Investigation
32]1. Caroline 3chwagzer, Subject, was born on December 1, 1&80, and
{Ustishein, Wurttemberg died on tGctober 11, 1948. She was married

to ifilhelm Schwager who was born onh September
165 1859 in (tetisheim and who died there on

o ' : September 7, 1936. Although there were no

' : : children out of this marriage, there vias a

son, #ilhelm Schwager, out of the,ﬁarriage
of his father, wilhelm Schwager. This son
is still alive and presently resides at
Bahnhct'strasse 1, kuehlacker (see also Item
220 of List "A" reported under (B Claims 2642).
(inclosures 113, 114 and 115).

323, j Hilda Pagh Heilig, “Subject, born larch 25, 1909, is Nice, died
25 Klingbers, on September 17, 1953 in Gronenberg. Her heir
Post Ponitz, Ost. Holsteln is her husband, Johann Heilig, who presently

resides at-Nussdorferstrasse 534111, Vienna IX,
" Austria (Znclosures 116 - 119, incl.).

326, / Lina Franzing, a/k/a Subject, born April 10, 1904, is still alive
Karolina Franzing, . and presently resides in Laezershagen No. 102,
Lamershagen i, Post =~  Kreis Bielefeld (Znclosures 120 and 121).
Hillegossen (Kr. Bielefeld)

347. ‘( Gustav Heinrich Rolfs, . Subject, born June 2, 1884, died on November 2,

‘ * 3chacht-iudorf . 1953 in Flensburg, leav1nb 5 heirs as 1nd1catec
— ' ‘ - in-Enclosure 122, (Enclosures 122 — 121, incl.)
355. J/"Elisabeth Phillipps, - Subject, a Protestant, born July 8, 1333,
3olingen=Graefrath © 1is still alive and presently resides at
' ' Wuppertalerstrasse 263, Solingen and also
"at Dellerstrasse 31, in Haan, Rhineland.
Enclosure 126 and 127, = .~

356. J/ Rudolph 3Braun, . . Bubject, a Protestant, born Cctober 11, 1896,

Solingen , ) "is still alive and presently resides at
" Kuelf 3trasse 6, Solingen (Bnclosures 126 & 12§

361 j Louisa Lauer, Subject, Born August 6, 1892, could be traced
Marstzll Strasse 3, . tc Radevormwald,Rhein-wWupper Lreis, where she
Stuttgart lives at Doerpe 7, bel Znnepper, nacevormwala

(Znclosures 129 - 134, incl.).
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395, /

Vestee

Frau Helene “eiss,
Trossingen .

Math. Kohner; -
Trossingen

Henry Kauer,
Jassergasse 10,

#ellenheim, Rhein Hessen’

Nargaret ”elscher,

ry

Nerotel 7,
Wiesbaden

Dr. med. Paul deischer
67 terotal,
wiesbaden

Helene ielntraud
c/o Jos. Zndres &

Wiesbaden

Co.

Louis Bluy,
7onnenberkerstrasee,
1esba@en

81;,8.

‘is. not known in that

‘{ﬁ orn

straSS° &La,

ALY TWNOHYN FHT 1Y OFONA0N-

‘Result of Investigation

The authorities of Trossingen advised that there

is only one Helen iieiss registered and that it con-
cerns Irs. Helene Haiberg, nee ieiss, vho presently
resides at Loehrstrasse 7, Trossingen (see para 3
of Enclosure 135;.

The authoritie<'of Prossingen advised that the

name ‘liatthias Hohner" is a common name in Trossingen
and that the person in question in &ll probability
is Fatthias Hohner, vorn April 2, 1£92, a citizen

of the United 3tates, residing at LO Fifth Avenae,

Liew York (see para L of Enzlosure 135 and Zncl. 136)

The authorities'of wWanlheim advised .that subject
commuriity and that a house

and address "Jassergasse 16" do not exist., Inquiry
made ‘with Walhcim, Kreis Aachen, and Haélheim,
Wuerttemberys, the only other Walheims in uennany,
was'négative. (unclosureo 137 = 140, incl.).

:ubaect a Protes»ant born aprll 25, 1884,

could be traced to Flensburg where she presently
reazides at hnuthstrasse 1. (Enclosures 141 - 145).

The authorities 'of Wiesbadmn advised that subject
on July 15, 1579, is believed to h ave died
in 1948 in Niebuell, Schleswig Holstein. His wife
is still living (see Encl. 141 to 145, above,.

Znclosures. ;56 and ;gz

Subject, a Protestant, born September 29, 1875,

© died on May 17, 1941, leaving 4 heirs as shown in
Znclosure 150,

(énclosures 14&, 149 and 150).

Subject, a Protestant, born August 15, 1874, is
still alive and presently resides at 3onnenberger-
igpsbaden. mnclosgges 151 and 152
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:
. Item No. : y ; : 4
_of "A" - Vestee o . : . Result of Investigation
. 'Hermann “iechmann S Subject, not cewish, born October 20, 1851
s ; J P P s )
' ‘ vesermuender G, Bulanstr, died April 20, 1942, Hdis wife delene, be¥m
"N, 36, 2nd Fl. ' - died December 22, 1955. There is only one
. ' “heir, Anton iiechmann, born Jenuary 2., 1909
i } who resides at Stoteler Strasse 24, Bremer-
' havén-i. {¥nclosures 153,154, 155).
395, / Adele Jager, - , . Subject, not Jewish, born iay 26, 1887,
: t{iollenerkamp, ‘ : is still alive and presently resides in
Wegermuende . o . Hollen, Kreis Wesermuende (seée Item 2 of

i Bnclosure lSA and 165).

J/ Jax Kirsch {(fruehr Alfred “etz) %ubgect born pril 1s, 1Qqq, could be

N TV SN TR N R TR I L b T

wollstein, Hheinhessen "~ traced to Wallhausen, Kreis Kreuznach, where
' ' ' : " he resides at/109a (Enclosures 157, 156 & 159).
é House No,
j #mil Krenzler, © This is not a closing, as it was already
Wuppertal-Bamen, . reported closed under (B Claims 2660.
uaraaretenstr. ~©© . Documents submitted hereith (Enclosures 160,

. 161, 162 and 163) are merely support of
jEnclosures‘lh?, 49 and 150 to OB ulalms
2660, Jo v e

5

fote that with respect to the four caées ccvéred'by Itens 2t, Tly 357 and 401
no action could be taken, as the addresses of the subject vestees are located
in the Russian Zone of uennany.

The documentary evidence, such as birth, death and inheritance certificates,

etc., submitted herewith has not been certified in accordance with the provisions
cf the Rulies of Prucedure because certlflcatlons were not considered necessary
in this case. '

ks it appears that the information on the 51xty-aeven cases described above

ansvers the ;ushlngton reuuest it is recaznenédea that they be closeﬁ in the

. files of this ofilce.

- Enclosures
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RECORDS AT THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL RECORDS CENTER (WNRC)
. ' Sultland Maryland S

- RECORD GROUP 131 - Office of Alien Property - Department of Justice

Box reads: L
RG 131 o

“Accession 65~ A — 1063 .
| ‘Box # |
Agency Depamnent of Justlce
| .Dlyls10n—OAP '

Conten{s — Enclosures
017-26052 - F 23‘-1 o

' [Location— 16 ~87 =52-2-3]
Box cbhtains Claims‘Files B

'Wallet envelcpe 034-220 Berlm Cases Sectlon II

o ENCLOSURE Files

) Investlgatlon Reports from Mumch Ofﬁce 1956

B Wallet contams packets of correspondence anci memos on JRSO clalms
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Oﬁz Memomndum NITED STATES GOVERNMENT |

o GBS s MW :MCS tmam
TO Robert H. Schnacke, United States Attorney DATE: October 23, 1958
San I“rancisco, California - e : *

FROM : George B. Searls, Ghief, Litigation Sgction
A Office of Alien Property ?
SUBJBCT: Estate of Heman Dunkel, deceased
017-27887

Attention: Miss Mary Eschweiler

Enclosed please find original and two photostatic
copies of the proof of existence of Bernhard Mueller. This
- completes the submission of documents required to establish
~ the exlstence of the German he:Lrs.

Ve
Attachments. S L e 2
‘ T A B
: A I
T/ Cr AV
s . o K
)\.f\-“; A - A
(W ;‘.,‘av-":“ - '*‘,." s
. ”' o ,
- e
: ./t’."
,‘ s

iy 337910
RG131 - OAP - Accessin 65 - A - 1063 | |

Box 1
File - Estate of Herman Dunkel 017~ 27887
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B, el '
L d '
; : o r*\-
‘ o B
/[Translation/ [Wetzel/et/ i} o
' o Copy. S : =
Surmame: Muiller: ) - Street: Hauptstrasse dougse number: 56 v
o Serial Christian name - Profession: Date and Place Citizenship:  Religion: Marital Died: Remarks:
: No, and surmame: . _of birth: : ~ status: ‘ 1
: E a) ‘“Householder:- Shoemaker April 9, 1893 German - Protestant Married - - :
[ - Maller, Valentin in Birkenau, ' ' {
P Bergstrasse County x
E b) Wife: Lina ' May 23, 1894, in . German = ~ Catholic  Married - -
) 1st marriage ’ Weinheim,Mannheim : ‘ : ’ i
| Date of marriage: November 12,1916 County
‘ Place of marriage: FDirkenau o
nee: Volk ‘ -
0) ® 2 * s 6 5 8 s e s
d) Childrens - D o
1. Muller, Hans Shoemaker | P6/(b)(6) | German Protestant Married - -
_ : in Eirkenau, o '
~ Bergstrasse County g
- . ‘ ’ ] ’
 2,' Muller, Georg - | P6/(b)(6) | " " w - - !
: ' in tirkenau ' : i
Bergstrasse County
4 . . ’ . . .
; , 3. Miller, Helga . - |___Peib)e)  jBirkenau " " "o - - ;
: , Bergstrasse County
i 4., Miller, Reinhold ' | P6/(b)(6) L Birkehau " S _ single N - ;
T o . Bergstrasse County : S
: oy o Certified a true copy.
! [Seal:7 Birkenau, July 1, 1958,
: Registrar's Office of (s) Weber, - Mayor
" - Birkenau, Odenwald B : )
_-";;,;%..:_‘,;'. b Tl B T T ﬁhn - hf‘f‘ﬁc"e";'r\ ol O T N o W e 3 ﬁmv b ) ™ T Peadbatn ~F Travmnan ";\nv-\lrm" nNTT_%79Q7 el
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\."ablc Address: JOINTDISCO | | qu,d L LExmgton 2:5200

QI& Q&N fo - 30"’] & ,p BO\, 27(* ("}'tff' 1 X4 ‘J’Ccl\.{wﬁ ?‘/ .
]ewxsh Restltutlon Successor Orgamzatwn e {

270 MADISON AVENUE
New York 16, N. Y', :

February 11, 1958 '

MEMORANDUM

TO: Dr. Bugene Hevesi
‘ Dr, Rehemiah Robinson
~Dr. Simon Segal

FRQM: Saul Kagan

Enclosed please find the text of the proposed statement by Mr. Goldwater for

the hearings on the Heirless Property Bill which are scheduled for February 20th.
Our Bill H. R. 7830 will be taken up by the Subcammittee on Commerce end Finance
of the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commexrce.

I would appreciate it very much 1if statemnts could be sent by the American Jewish
Committee and the American Jewish Congress in support of this Bill. I assume that
you will take proper care to meke sure that the letters from the respective
orgenizations do not follow too closely the text of the proposed statement by

Mr. Goldwater, I hope very much that you will be able to arrange that the
respective statements are sent out before the end of this week. I would appreciate
it 1 coples could be sent to Seymour Rubin and to me for our records. -

-————')
Saul EKsgan
Encl.
: MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITIEE . AGUDAS ISRAEL WORLD OBGANIZATION = -+ WORLD (EWISH CONGRESS . COUNCIL FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FEROM GERMANY . BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS - . CONSEIL
REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE + CENTRAL BRITISH FUND + JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. +- JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. + INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN
: IN THE U. 8. ZONE OF GERMANY + ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION .

OPERATING AGENTS : .
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE + AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITIEE. INC. .+ JEWISH CULTURAL BECONSTRUCTION. INC.

337912
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STATEMERT GF MONRCE GOLDWATER

My pame is Monroe Goldwater. I am & member of ths lav firm of Goldvater and Plym,
60 East hond Street, New York 17, Hew !(:rk, and T am Chairman of the Board of bmctors
of the Jewish Restitution Successor Organization. The Jewish Restitution Successor
Organization, vhich I shall refer to hereinafter as the JRSO, is & New York charitable -
membership corporation., The JRSO strongly urges the prompt enactment of H. R. T830.

The background of H. R. 7830 and the reasons Wy it 1s legislstion vhich is

necessary and is strongly in the public interest are as followa,

The JRSO was designated by President xiseuhovar as the organization to file claims
under Public Law 626.. Under the provisioms of that act, which had videspread bipertisen
support in both houses of Congress, it was contemplated that claims would be filed by
a successor organization or successor organ;zafiuna, and that on tho basis of these
claims feturna'mmﬂd.he qaae of unclaimed or heirless property vested by the Alien
Property Custodien, with the procesds of guch property being used for the relief amd
rehabilitation of needy persecutees nov in ths United States. It was contemplated, as
1s evident fram the Committee reports upon which Public Iav 626 vas based, that the

procednrea of that lew would result in iubatantial sums -- & top limit of $3 million
being set -- being quickly put to use for these rehabilitation and relief purposes;
'Huma:musaafeguanhaamro placmieutmhd the law to ensure that all proceeds of this
property would be devoted to this relief activity.

It has bocame apparent, however, dnring the course of éxpurience in the last two
years that ths procedures of Public Lav 626 placed an uﬁtavn:d and almost imposaible
administrative burden on both the successor organization dsaiénated by thé President, éﬁd
- on the egency of the United States Govermment having moct~tq do vith the carrying ocut
of this program -- that is, the Office of Alien Prqpsrty.' The rﬁaéon for this .
adninistrative burden is inherent in the type of claims filed by the successor organization.

By definition, those claims are filed to property which belonged to persous who died in
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concenmtion campa without hairs, and, of mcassity, documentation 1s almost cmple‘bely
~ absent, 8Secondly, there are mmerous claims in which amounts are small and problems
| of proof are great, Thmus, the individual processing of some thousends of claims has
Proved to be & time consuming, expenaive apd frustrating task for those cherged vith
the carrying out of the commendable purposes of Public Law 626, |

It is noteworthy that thers are @batahtial assets subject to cla:l.#acf the JRSO |
astoumcnt.nefutsmwmmwm@o:mpmmmmba‘fm. These
are cases in which the presumption is very great that they involve very substantial
heirless assets, but ag to vhioh‘proof is dirricult to edduce. I do not epeak in this
connection of the thousands of cases in vhich addreasos are mxknmm ‘and in which people
- are in areas to vhich acceas 1a imposeibls, as to which facts of all sor‘bs are beyond
the reach of privata or goverumental agencies in the United Statee. 1 may point out,
rathar, that there are some millions of dollara vhich have been vested by the Office of
Alien ?roperty, vhich were taken by the Unitod Btatea Army in Germany end which were
turned over to the Office of Alien Property to be vasted. These amdﬁnts were taken out -
of banks in Germany whesre no records exigted as tc vho ths true /crwners of these funds |
- were., Thay were undoubtaa]y funds which had bum deatined for the sacrst coffera of
the Nazi pé:rty or Eazi ofricials » and the circumstances very stromgly nuggést that they
were currencles confiscated fram Jews as to which no accounting was ever given or in- .
tonded. The very fact thet c].aimanta hava not appoared for these funds iz the stromgest
of 1ndicat_;ons that at least in substantial ,mmt thsee fundg belongod tn pergons vho
could nq't 'preas'any cla@ because thay were killed in ‘hhe_'liazi concentration cémpa |
and whose small hoards of dollar funds put together came to several millioms of dollars.
There are, in addition, cléims to prcpertiaﬁ which are anb.jeét to certain conflicting
claims. For exampls, the Office of Alien Property has vaatad‘d,iamonds in the .mnount of
somevhers upward of a million dollars which ceme from German sources and which, in view

~ of the JRSC, almost certainly were part of the loot taken by the Nazis from German Jews.
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Additionally, E. R. 7830 would make 1t possible for mon-Jewish organizations to
receive & fair portion of this bulk settlement. The amounts which could be cleimed
by such organizations were so small and the administrative problems so great, that
pope of thess organizations has asked to be designated ﬁnd.er Public law 626, This is
not to-sgy, howaver, that they should not have a 'claim, ’and H. R. 7930 recognizes' that
they should not be barred merrly by the sdminigtrative problems vhich T have pointed out.
I may say also that the bill which 1s now under consﬁeration == B. R. 7830 -
15 supported by all of the public-minded organizetions 'Eo whose attention it has come.
It is reascnable that it should be so supported, since it is designed not only to carry
out a humanitarian objective but to implement legialationlof the humeniterian oeture
vhich is already part of the statute law of the United States, Rot to pass th‘.ie bill
would be to negate the intention of the Congmaa in enacting vhat is now Section 32 (n)
of ths Trading With the Enemy Act, and 11: would be to take back for reason of
administrative burdens and camplexity that which the Congress obviously intended to be
made aveilable to the surviving and peedy victims in the United Stataﬁ of Nezi persecution.
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These diemonds pnsa&d thnmuﬂzthelunﬁa od'the no-mﬂﬂxd.nimmnﬁwxbntor, m31x>vhich a
| United States Military Govermmemt report itself states, substantially contemporenecusly,
that 1t vas formed éxclusively to hanile diamonds taken from Jewish persecutess. Those
are categories of cases in which proofs are very difficult, although T do have hers
md can eubmit the brief of the JRSO with respect to the diammds in gquestion. Absolute
_ﬁroofs of the sort wvhich might be requimd in normal circumstances are obviously next
to imposaible in the eituatior with vhich wm dul:lng, and ‘even if such proofs were
to be attempted it would be yoars before ovidanceAéould.be‘aasambiéd, hearings could .
be held, end decisions on these claims could be made.

It has been the assumption of the JRSO that the Congress in passing Public law 626,

" end the President in both signing the bill and designating the JRSO as successor
organization, intended in fact to have monies made aveilsble for the relief of needy
‘surviving peraecuteeaﬁ?;u:l: not assume that the Congress :Lntendad Public lLaw 626 to
empty legislation or that 1t was intended to raise the hopes of those who are interested
in the welfare of these persecutees only to have those hcpeé dashed against a wall of
adminiatratifa frusiration. It is for these reasons that ua,straﬁgly sﬁpport H. R. 7830,
‘& bill which is designed to cut acro#s thia,nbrass éf administrative difficulty and to
achieve the result vhich was intended by the Congress and the President.

E. R. 7830 18 a aiméls bill with a simpia object. It does not alter the.poiicias
of the United States in any respect. It merely makes a reasonsble estimate of the amounts
vhich might be recovered, after long admin:lstrative procedum‘a, by “successor organizations,
and allocates that sum as & bulk settlement of thoae mmerous individual claims The
successor orgenlzations would receive the amount of tt&a estimate and would in turn
release their claims to thousande of bi@s and pieces of property. The Office of Allen
Progerty would be relieved of a Lurden waich cen only clog its machinery, end, most
important, people who are now in need would receive scme small measure of assistax;ce

vhile it i1s still possible to assist them,
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‘January 23, 1958

Mr. Saul Kagan
Hotel Excelsior
Rome, Italy

Dear Saul:

The ICA tells me that Mr. Saccio thinks the counterpart
proposal is out in the absence of new legislation.

I am seeking a conference with Saccio. 1 have also drafted
a strong letter from Javits. Ives has merely passed Dr. Jellinek's
letter on to the State Department.

I hope that some Connecticut friends will explain to Saccio _
the error of his ways, Both Bob Eichholz and Ted Tannenwald, both
former general counsels of M5A, thought the statute was no barrier,

1 als¢ enclose copy of a 'self-explanatary letter to Monroe
Goldwater, I talked with Murray Gurfein the other day. and sent
hu'n some old -- and some new -~ material,

I hope Rome is more successful than anshington.

Best regards,
Se'jmonr J. Rubin

cCcC: Mr. Kagan's office in New York
/ Dr, Hevesi A . .
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 January 23, 1958

Monroe Goldwater, Esqutre ‘
Chairman, Jewish Restitution Successor Organiza.tion
60 East 42nd Street

" New York 17, New York

Dear Monroe:

As you know, the Office of Alien Property has been examining
our claims, and, under our agreement with them, we have been assent-
ing to withdrawal of those in which it affirmatively appears from their
records that we have no valid claim. ‘ .

- The queastion is now raised as to those cases in which their
files show that the vestee himself was alive as of a recent date.
Conceivably, under the statute, which requires ''no reasonable doubt

_ that the former owner is dead'", we could claim in the situation in which
the former owner is now alive, but dies before the claim comes on for

- hearing. The question is whether we assent to withdrawal in the cases
where the last information, fairly recent, is that he is alive,

The OAP tells me that thia question involves a relatively small
number of claims, and that the amounts involved are relatively small.
They can, of course, proceed by getting a certification that the person

" is now alive, and then moving for summary dismissal.

I have no desire to cause OAP unnecessary work. I also want
" to preserve all possible assets for the JRSO, given the question whether -~
unless we get firm support for the proposed legislation, in accordance
with previous assurances to Nathaniel Goldstein and others -- a ""bulk"
- settlement will be possible.

Would you please give me your thoughts on this? My own feeling
- is that we should agree to withdrawal where (1) it is indicated that the
former owner was alive as of mid-1957, (2) there is no {ndication that he
has since then died, and (3) the apparent value of the claim is less than $1, 000.

Best regards,
Seymour J. Rubin

- CC: Mr. Kagan (Rome and New York
‘ Dr. Hevesi

337918



http:dismis.al

- - —_mrmm . e e TR T VT e e |

. —r 43¢ G@n. (o =3¢7. 17 t° Df. Hevesi .

foy 275~ Fle U A Heleler, Hese

January 23, 1958

Mr. Arthur Schor
Chief, Claims Section
Cffice of Allen Property
Department of Justice
Vfaahington 25. D. C.

Dear Mr. Schor:

. 1 refar to your letters of January 21, 1958, dealing with
certain JR3SO claima, and refer particularly to JR50 claim no. 138
(atated that records reflect the existence of a cousin who succesafully
prosecuted a claim for the return of other property; no claim filed
for Mrs. Bender's share); JR30 claim no. 190 (vestee survived by
various relatives who have flled claims for properties, it not being
specified whether the property subject of the JRSO claim is included
in such other claims); JRZO claim no. 352 (vestee dead, but survived
by daughter who has filed claim no. 64446, it not being specified whether
this latter claim is for the property subject of the JR50 elaim); JRSO
claim no. 239 {no knowledge that vestee is alive, but survived by a
slater and nephew; no claim filed by such relatives); and JRSO claim
no. 680 (veatee dead, but survived by a widow who has not filed a claim).

1 draw your attantion to the provisions of Section 32 (h) of the
Trading With the Enemy Act, as amended, which provides, in relevant:
part: "An organization so designated shall be deemed a successor in
interest by operation of law . ... Return may be made, to an organisa-
-tion so designated, (a) before the oxpiration of two years from the date
of the vesting of the property or interest in question, {f the President ...
determines ... that there is no basis for reasonable doubt that the former
owner i3 dead and (3 survived by no person eligible under section 32 to
claim as successor in (nterest by inheritance, devise, or bequeat; and
{(b) after the expiration of such time, {f no claim for the roeturn of the
property or interest is pending.” (Emphasis added)

In JRSO claims 138, 239 and 680, it affirmatively appears from
your reference lstters that the requirements of Section 32 (h) (b), as above
‘Quoted, are met, and that return should therefore be made to the JRS0.
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-From Dre. Hevesi

To

Subject The impending meeting between Gen. Clay and the five Jewish organizations

B Fo’bruary 1947, the Jewich organizationa accepted the suggestion of the
UeBe muthorities that the emactment of the draft restitution law for the U.S. Zone
in Germany be postponed by 60 days so as to give Gen. Cley an opportunity to
achieve full inter-Allied (quadripartite) agreement on restitution in all Germany.
The acquiescence of the Jewish organizations in this further deley was due to the
insistence of the authoritiee upon aveiding unilateral action unwelcome to the
“other Allied powers, and also to the consideration that only some 20% of tho con~
fiscated Jewish property is located in the U.S. Zone (an estimated 307 is in the
Britieh Zone, 35% in Berlin, and the rest in the French and Soviet Zones.) d

-

‘ In conjunction with this egreement, Gen. Clay expressly committed himself
to proceed with the unilateral enactmemt of the zonal law if by the end of the 60
days' period no prospect for quadripartite onactmnt of a uniform restitution law
for all Germany materislized.

. After more than a 120 days (instead of 60) went by without any progrese in
inter-Allied discussions, on Auguet 8, 1947, Gen. Hilldring, then Assistant Becretary
of Stete for Occupied Areas, invited the five orgenizations to agree to enother
delay until Octover 1, 1947, during Which a final effort to reach quadripartite
‘agreement would be made by Gen. Clay. The Jewish organizetione accepted this post=
ponement with great reluctance, and only under the condition that Octeber 1, 1947
wae expressly recognized as the final target date either for quadriletersl agreement,
or, as desired by the Jewish organizetions, for independent enactment in the U.S.
Zone of the dreft law worked out in agreement with them. This zonel draft law was,

" with the exception of some features, aubaec‘b to enactment by supplementary U.S.
executive decree, approved also by the German Laenderrat for the U.8. Zone.

. 'By insisting upon one-sided enactment in the U.S. Zone alone, they may have .
jeopardized, at lemst to some extent and for some time, the fate of 80% of Jewiech
property domiciled outside  the U.S. Zone. By abandoning altogether their insistence
upon unilateral U.S. zonal action, they would have signed a garte blenche, en-
ebling the four powers to negotiate an entirely new stetute, without an opportunity
for the five Jewish organizetions to have some influence upon its formuletion, bdbut
with emple opportunity for the officiml negotimtors to inject iuto the law provisions

- reflecting the growing trend of supporting Germsn as against Jewish interests.

In thie race for German friendship the Sovi.ot Union has boon end still is

the fheemaker by ite insistence upon theescheat of all heirless property to the
German leender, and its refusel to recognize the power of viectims of persecution
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to avoid transactions emtered into by them under a m_;gg; state of duress. They
ineist on full proof of direct duress in every individual case. The French positien
_has not been very far from that of the Soviets. Until the end of July, the British
authorities indicated amwillingness to accept most of the basic provisions of the
American draft law. In August, however, under the effect of their difficulties in .
Palestine, they suddenly cancelled their agreement. This was the situation in
August, at the moment the October 1. target date was agreed upon.

o On September 29, the five organizatione received word from Judge Levinthal
‘that the efforts to reach inter-Allied agreement (even with the British) ™seemed

hopelese,” and that, therefore, Gen, Clay, “reluctantly and ageinst his better

Judgment" promised Judge Lewinthal “unilateral enactment in the U.S. Zone™ alone.

On the seme day, a few hours later, Mr. Mason reported from Berlin that this.
was not 80 because et & last minute U.S. = British meeting agreement was reached
with the British on all issues connected with a bi=leteral lsw, with the exception
of the question of the successor organization for heirless, uncleimed and communal
property which the British wanted to have ecreated within German Jurisdiction, and
in a menner pemittzng each Zone Commander to comstitute the agency according to his
free will in his own zone. Agreement on this point would have meant the elimmation
of the Jewish Restitution Commission. .

While it seems that the U.S. nagotiators did not yield to this British de=
pond, they did definitely yield to the second major British condition, namely the
limitation of the power of avoidance of persecutee c¢cleaimants to transactions entered
into gfter the enactment of the Nuremberg Laws in 1935. 4s a result, transactions
made between 1933 and 1935 would not be protected by the power of avoidance.

The most important set-tack was represented, however, by the fact that the

UeSe = British negotiations had not been conducted on the basie of the UsSe zonal

~ law but on the basis of a new draft, unknown to the Jewish organizations, and pre~

pared for use in.the previous quadripartite negotiastionse According to Mr. l!ason,

it is “badly drswn in many respects, and will have to be implemented in many ways."

It is obvious that final U.S., = British agreement on such a basie would have meant
a grossly unsatisfactory solution from the Jewish point of view.

Fortunately, on October 1, the British informed Gen. Clay that they could
not, on their part, give final clearance to this bi=zonal lav in less than three
weeks. Oen. Clay thereupon declared that he would not wait any longer and that the
unilateral UsS. law would be promulgated. At the same time, he overruled the imsistence
of Mr. Ball, head of the U.,S5. Finance Division in Germany, that {the U.S. = British
biezonal draft serve as basie for the U.Be zonal law, instead of the original American
draft as approved by the Laenderrat. He approved, however, of the inclusion of the
shifting of the starting date of the power of avoidance from 1933 to 1935. He also
accepted Mre. Ball's suggestion that the Leenderrat should be asked whether it was
prepared to enact immediately the draft approved by them as a German law, with the
understending that in the negative case a military govermmwent law will be issued.

As matters stend today, it may be said that inspite of his manifest pre=

ference for a quedripartite solution which would have exempted the U.,S. from the
effect of certein political complications in Germany and with the other Allies,
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Goen. Clay, in the end, took the docision vhich is favourable to Jewish interestse
It is obvious that a satisfactory lew in the U.8. Zone represents a level below
which atvleast the British cannot go too far in their own decisicns.

8o Tha dasignatzon of the Jowish Rsatituticn Oommisaion as & successor
organization,

' This objective must be achieved in tba course of the interview with the
Generals It is also desirable to request that the order designating the Jewish
Restitution Conmiesion provide for its attachment to the Army (with the necessary
facilities for functioning assured), and for its access to all documents bearing on
restitution. MNr. Mason suggeate,}furthermoro, that under militery laws a general
license be given the Jewish Restitution Commission authorizing it to receive the
assignment of, and to prosecute, claims of living claimants, automatically freeing
from property control properties restituted under the law. (This suggestion is mo-
tiveted by Mre Ball's intent to include in the finel text a proviso banning assign~
ments to the successor organization for heirless property. Mr. Ball is invariably
and viciously opposed to the recognitiom of the Jewish successor orgenizetion, and
this point of view of his is represented by Mr. Bomnett who has accompanied the
General to the UeS., and who is hie chief advisor hers on these matters. These gentle=
men are advocating a non-denominational orgenizatione Their opposition to assign-
wonts is motivated by the baseless argument that the Jewish Restitution Commission
would buy up thousands of ol from refugees. trihls would mean that the JDC would
give dollars for frozen markaifﬁ) A1l this seems to indicate the meed of the suggested
licensings It may be indicated elso to point out to the General, the unfriendly
attitude of the Finance Divisione

b. Refund of consideration received by claimants of restitution.

Mr. Ball's position is that the final law should provide that considerations
received by persecutee sellers in hard currencies should be paid back in dollars to
the holders of propertye Since the General may be inclined to accept this proposel
under the prompting of his embition of easing the financial burden of the Ue.S. in
Germany, it will be necessary to convince him that this would frustrate restitution,
end to win him over to the position that the refund be made exclusively in Marks gained
" from the claimants own unblocked funds or through the clearing fund,.

Ce Gentral £iling agencye.

Such an agency lhould be set up for the filing restitution claims. The Jewish
successor organization should be authorized to keep: tahsoilthe registered claims.

de Regulation of cleims filod by others than the original persecutes.
These claimants (testamentery heirs, intefstate successors or aséignees) should

be held to furnish full prooof of their title. This is all the more importent as, upon
Mre Ball's insistence there will be no limitation to ‘the right of inheritence at any
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- degree of succeasion, a circumstance which will draatically reduce the acopo of
heirless property.

oo Jurisdiction.

 In accordance with Gen, cla.y 8 pronizo made to the Jewlsh organizations in .
November, 1946, & U.S. Board of Review should be established in the legigne Division
of the Military Government. It should appoint Proctera for the effective supervision
oi' the German Restitution Authoritiese -«

: In the Raati‘tution chambera. the porsocuteo Judge should be selected from the
same group of victims to which the claimant ‘nelcnged. :

AR

) These are the major points to be discussed with the Genersl. The list may be
extended, while some points may be omitted for later presentations The technicians
of the five organizations are in process of preparing the necessary memorande, and of
devising the strategy of discussion. It is deemed necessary that vefore the meeting
with the General on Tuesday or Wednesday afternoon (Ootober 14 or 15) in Washington,
the leaders of the five orgam.zations moet with the technical group for discussing
tho proceduroo ' « _

ka2

, The Leenderrat's answer to the invitation to emact the sonal law may be so
delayed as to .coincide with the time of the now extant British clearance of the bad-
bi-zonal draft. In this way, the undesirable bi=zonal solution may re~emerge. It
would be desirable to make sure with the Genersl that there will be nc more deviation

from his latest decision to act unilaterally. ,
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DEC 15 199

.' December 13, 1948

" 705 - Seymour J. Rubin
CFROM:  Max- Isenbergh |

SUBJECTs Your memorandum of Decemher 8th on proposed amendment to Seetion 34
of the Trading with the Enm Act.

On the merits .of your proposal, I am of course in complete accord., With
respect to the drafting, I atiﬂa Ry impulses, first because I am hastily
preparing to leave for Germany, and second heeanse I think you should very
thoroughly confer informally with James Morrissen of the Department of
Justice, who is now the senior expert on Trading-With-the-Enemy-Act jargon.
One thing I shall mention however, is that instead of referring to "victims
of political, racisl or religious persecution,® it might be preferable to
refer to “"persons eligible to receive returns under the provisos 2f sube-
" division (C) or (D) of subaection (a) (2) hereof." (The ...at‘ber is the
formila used in 8 2764.)

You should also know abant ny experienco in this field last spring.
When the amnibus bill or war claims (I cannot recall the number) was under
discussion in.the Senate, the Senate subcommittee, of whieh Senator Cooper
vas chairman, proposed to narrow the present categories of persons elifible
as debt elaimsants under Section 34. Indeed, the subcommitties had emerged
with a draft which withdrew the privilege fram the prasently eligible cate-
gory of "natural persons who are and have been since the beginning of the
vwar residents of the United States.® Even Senator Cooper, who gave me every
impression of having a sympathetie attitude, was very slow to accept my
pleas that the prOpoaed deletion should not be made.

Itallyouthiabema, nnlmyouthjnkymvﬂlﬂnd a more sympathetie

attitude, you may decide it would be better not to invite reconsideratiom

of Section 34. Possibly, instead of accepting your recommendation for

enlarging the elass of eligihles, some Congressman may take the occasion

40 press again for the restriction which was advocated last spring., On this
~ issue, too, of course, you can depend upon good advice from James Morrissom,

MIFRS | | o 337924
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: February 11, 1958

MEMORANDUM

T0O: Dr. Bugene Hevesi
"Dr. Nehemlah Robinson
Dr. Simon Segeal

FRO4: Seul Kagan

{

Enclosed Please find the text of the proposed statement by Mr. Goldwater for

- the hedrings on the Heirless Property Bill which are scheduled for February 20th.
Our Bill H. R. 7830 will be taken up by the Subcommittee on Commerce and TFinance
of the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.,

I would eppreciate 1t very much if statéments could be sent by the American Jewish
Committee and. the American Jewish Congress in support of this Bill, I assume that
you will teke proper care to meke sure that the letters from the respective
organizations do not follow too closely the text of the proposed statement by

Mr. Goldwater. I hope very much that you will be able to arrange that the A
respective statements are sent out before the end of this week. I would appreciate
it i copies could be sent to Seymour Rubin and to me for our records.

‘(’ M. .
. X ) ,,..,,‘.St...{
) Saul-Kagan
Encl.
MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . AGQUDAS ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION . WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS L COUNCIL FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY . BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS . CONSEIL
REPRESENTATIF DES JUI¥S DE FRANCE . CENTRAL BRITISH FUND * - JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE . AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. + JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC, + INTERESSENVERTRETUNG ISRAELITISCHER KULTUSGEMEINDEN
IN THE U. 8. ZONE OF GERMANY ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIA‘IXON . .

OPERATING AGENTS
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE + AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITIEE, INC. + JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
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My neme is Monroe .Goldweter. I am e member of the law firm of Goldwater and Flynn,
60 East 42nd Stregt, New York 17, New York, and I am Chairmen of{the Boerd of‘Direétors
of the Jewish Restitution Successor Orgenization. The Jewish Restitution Successor
Orgenizetion, which I shall refef to hereinafter as the JRSO, is a New York charitable
membership corporation. kThe JRSO atréngly’urges.ﬁhé prompt enactment of H. R. 7830;

The béckgrouﬁd of H. R. 7830 and the'regsons why it is iegislation which is
" necessary and is strongly in the puﬁlic interest are as follows,

The,JRSO wvas designated by President Eiéenhowér as the organization to file claims
under Public Lew 626. Under the provisions of that act, which had widespread bipartisan
support in bota houses of Congréss, it was contemplatedvthat claims,would‘be filea by
a8 successor organization or successor organi#ations, and thaf on the basis of these
claimsg returns uould be made of unciaimed’or heirless property vested by the Alién
Property Custodian, with the proceeds of auch.propefty being used for the felief and
rehabilitation of needy persecuteés nov in the United States. It was contemplated, as
is evident from the Committee reports upon which Public law 626 was based, that the
proéédures of that law would result in substential sums -- & top limit of $3 million
beiﬁg set -- being quickly put to use for these rehabilitation and relief purposes.-

" Numerous safeguards were placed aréund the law to ensure that all proceeds of this
property would be devoted to this relief activity.

It has become apparent, however, during the course of experience in the last two
years that the procedures of Public Law 626 placed an untoward and almost impossible
administrative burden on both the successor organization designated by the President, and
on the agency of the United States Government having most to do with the carrying out
of this progfam -~ that is, the Office ofAAlien Property. The reason for this
administrative burden is inherent in the type of claims filed by the successor organization.

By definition, those claims are filed to property vhich belonged to persons who died in

337926
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concentrafion_campg,ﬁithout heiré;'and, of neceséity, documentation is almost completely
absent. Secondly, there are numerous claiﬁs‘in which amounts are small and broblems
of proof aré great. Thus, the individual prdcessing of some thousands of claims hag .
‘proved to be a time conéuming, expensive andyfrustrating task for those charged with
' the carrying out of the commendable purposes of Public Lew 626. |

‘ It iS'noteﬁorthy that there are substantial assets subject to claimsof the JRSO
“as to which the facts are beyond the knowledge of any pefaona who can be found,' These
are cases in which the presumptibn‘is very gréat that they invoive very substantial
heirless assets, but as to which prodf is difficult to adduce. I do not speak iﬁ this
connection of the thousands of cases in which‘addresées,are unknown and in which people
are in areas to which accesé is‘impossible, as to which facts of gll sorts arevbe&ond
'thé.reach of pri?ate or governmental agencies in the United States. I may point out,
rather, that there are some millions of aoliars which have been vested by the'Office of
Alien Property, which were taken by the United States Army in Germany and which were
turned over to fhe Office 6f Alien Propérty to bé vested. These amounts were taken out
- of banks in Germeny where no records existed as to who the true owners of these funds
were.‘ They were uﬁdoubtedly funés which head beeh destiged for the secret coffers of -
the Nazi party or Nazi officiais, and the EircumstanCes very strongly auggeét that they“‘
were currencies éonfiscated from Jews as to which no acéounting wag ever giveh or in- |
‘ten&ed. The'very fa@t that claimants have not'appeared'for these funds is thg strongést
of indications that at least in substahfial emount these funds belonged to persobnsyho
cculd not press ény'claims because they were killed in the Nazi concentration camps
and ﬁhose small hoérda of>dollar funds put together came to several millions of dollars.
There are, in add*tion, clains to properties which are subject to éértaih conflicting
claims. For examnle, the Office of Alien Property has vesgted diamonds in the amount of

somewhere upward of a million dollars which ceme from German sources and vhich, in view

of the JRSO, almost<certa1n1y were part of the loot taken by the Nazis from Germesn Jews.
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These diamonds pessed through the hands of the so-called Diamant-Kontor, as to whlch &
'AUnited States Milltary Government report itself states, substantially contemporaneoualy,
that it wes formed exclusively to hendle diamonds taken from Jéwash persecutees, These
afe categories of cases in which proofs are Qbry difficult, aithough I do have here
‘apd can submit the brief of the JRSO with respect to the diamonds in quéstion. Absélﬁte
proofs of the sort which might_ﬁe required-ih’nbrmal circumstances are bbvi&ualy next
to impdssible.in the situation with which ﬁe are dealing, aﬁd even if such pfoofs were
~ to be ettempted it would be years before evidence could be assembled, hearings could
be held, and decisions on these claims could be made. ‘

It has been the assumption of the JRSO that the Congress in péssing Public Law 626,
and the Pregident in both signing‘the bill and designating the JRSO as successor |
o*ganlhation, intended in fact to have monies made availeble for the relief of needy

KL VPR W
surviving nersecuteosa. We do not assume that the Congress intended Public Iew 626 to
empty legislation or that it was intended to raise the hopes of«those wno are interested
inbthe welare of these persecutees only to have those hopes dashed against a well.of
administrative frustration. It is for these reasons that we strongly support H. R.'7830, -
‘& bill which is designed to cut across this morass of administrative difficulty end to
achieve the resﬁltvwhich was inteqdedAby the Congress and the President.
H. R. 7830 is a simple bill with a simple object. It does not alter the policies
- of the United States invéﬁy respect. It merely makes a reasonsble estimate of the amounts
vhich ml”ht be recovered, after long administrative procedures, by successor organivations,
and allocates that sum as a bulk settlement of thoae ‘numerous individual claims The
successor organizetions would receive the amount of this estimate and would in turn
releasévtheir claims to thousands of bits and pleces of property. The Office of Alien
Property would be relieved of a burden‘which cen only clog its machinery, sund, most

important, people who are now in need would receive some small measure of assistance

while it is still possible to assist them.
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Addltionally, H. R. 7830 would meke it possible for non-Jewish organizations to
receive a fair portion of thls bulk settlement. ~The amounts which could be cleimed
by such organizations were so small and the administrative pfoblems 80 great,'that
none of these orgenizations has asked to be designeted under Public Law:626. This is
not to say, however, that fhey should not have a claim, and H. R. 7830 recognizes that
‘they should not be barred merely by the gdﬁinisirative problems wﬁich I have pointed out.
| I may sey also that the bill which is now under considerétion -- H. R. 7830 =--
is supported by all of the pubiic-minded organizations to whose attention it hes come.
t is reﬁscnable that 1t shﬁuld be so supported,.since it is designed not oﬁly to carry
out a humanitarien objective buﬁ to impiement legislation of.the humanitarian nature
wﬁiéh is already part of the statute law of the Unifed States, Not\to vass this bill
would be to negate the intention ofvfhe Congress in enacting what ié novw Section 32 (h)
of the Trading With the Eneﬁy Act, gnd it would be to take back~f6r reason of
edministrative burdens and complexity that which the»Congress'obviously intended to be

made available to the surviving and needy victims in the United States of Nazi persecution.
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