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March 11, 1968 MAR 12 19S8 
( '_. " 'Jr:I 0 R. Cr' 3V-=t.. -=f. I 

n!o the Edltor of the 	Nu.... York Tlmes& FAD;-F:rg Affrs Dept) !:at:' 'l-lt'{#'i 
, "War Claims, US 

Our ConfarsnC8, repraaanting • gra.t number of the lllJ'gast minorlty ar;Bn~ 

lzations, was approBched by parsona belonging \p our particular argsnizetlonB,

calling our attentlon to • sItuatIon which they fl181 reflects dIscrImInation, 

eNd great InJust1ce IIQsinat theil, and urtlng us to call 1t to public attention. 


During the l ..t 7 year. en omnibua btll concerning taralgn claims legls1a­
t10n was r1rat introduced in the 5anate, end than, when the House CommittBe 

dld not act an it, the adminIstration retntrDduced a bll~. known ae HR 9063, 


. in the Houae of Reprilslntativas......ara the Hau••.Faraivn Affalra Sub-Committea 
'on Europa racammBnded that the provi8ion concerning dlatributlonof the Itallan 

Claims Fund bit atrickan' out. : . . 

The Senate foreign RelationsCammittes did nat 'acCept such d,snges and tuice 

the bl11·passed in the Senate without the changas proposed in the Haues; but 

the House foreign Arfairs Sub-Committea dtd not bring thamette. during the 

last seaoion to a Joint conference, end no Jo1nt conterence was held; so that 

the holders of awards' agB~nBt Rumania and Bulgaria, end. also claimants against

Italy, cannot get payment, althoughtha respective funds have been in the 

TreaGury far voars without any interest due anthell•• Alsa, aince CDngress


,passed a law, 604-85 In 1955, avar anedlliondallerB af Ita11an money remains 

unused, so that not only those who war. entitled by this law, but also many

who arn American citIzens for 30 and 40 years who bac8Uae of certain circum­

stoncee did not know Df thedemsgo to their property, reMain unpa1d. 


; , 

The Senate corrected this situot1on 1n the lust a.a.lon end Bsnt the bill 
back to tho Hauso, where it. has been sitting .~ar 8ince, awaiting 80mB actIon 
on the part of the House leadersh1p. Sanatar William J. fulbright, Chairman . 
of the Senaterare1gn RelatIons Committe., wrote Edna Kelly. Chairman Df the 
HOUSE:! Sub-Commlttea, on December 1, 1967, etatlngthe background of the Senateto 
pOSition, wlth a view to expediting actlon cnttle legislation, but hOG rece1ved 
no reply. 	 . 

Th'-1 people who would be benafltsd by tha leg181atian. and "'0 have bean wait~ 
Ing since the Bnd af World War II far compansatlan. BrB agtng and will be 
beyond help bsforo long. Still the Hauae at Rapraaantatlves does nothing.
There is noresson for this, end the lntarestad parties ssk, r1ghtfully, why 
no justice 1s done, end why the House cannot adopt the bill 8D 1t passed the 
Senate, DB recommended by the Department ot State and bythetoreign Claims 
Settlement CommiDS1cn - and why this legislation, HR 9063, ls atill lying cn 
the desk of theClurk of the House, whila the tunds for the Rumanlap,Bulgnrien
auordeos, Bnd tho ItalIan claimants, ramaln with the TrsBsuryOepartment for . 
so many years, unusBd. 

NATIONAL COr~EnENCE FOR EQUALITY UNDER CLAlt~ LEGI5LATlor~, 

consist1ng of: 


American Association 	of rormer Austrian Jurists 
American federatlon of Jews fram C~ntral Europe
American Jewish Committeo 
~erlcan Jewish Congress 
Americnn Yugoslav Claims Committee 
Association of Czechoslovak Je~s 
Associotion of Former Cambattants or DrazB Mlhsl10vlc 
;~5Bociation of tormer European Jurists ' 

337951 



YIVO.144/9 

AJC FAD I. 


To Editor New York TlRa . -2- March 11, 1968 

Association or YUQaalav Jaws 

Bulgarian Claims Committe. 

Club of PolIsh Ja..,. 

Confarencs or Americana 0' Central Eastarn Buropean Descent 

Coardlnat1n9 Committee 0' Naz! Victtma Organlz.tlone

World federation at Hungarlan Jews 
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War Claims, US 3 
American Jewish Committee 
FAD 1 C .,

THE AMERICAN~EWISH COMMITTEE 
ftJ 

date March 1, ~968 ==C. 
to Jer~man c 

from Ed Lukas 3 
'subject LNat' 1 Conference' for Equality Und~r Claims· Legis 1atio9) 

[am just getting around to reading your 
, 

memorandum of February 13, 

relative to the subject of Paul Neuberger's letter to you.respec=­

ing the Claims Conference. 

Unless the United States Court rejects the new legislative re­

apportionment and re-districting plan for New York State, it VJou1d 

appear that the New York State Legis1atu~e.rendered a signal 

service to the Claims Conference (without realizing it), by re­

distributing Congresswoman Edna Kelly's congressional district. 

i 

Let's see vlhatthe Court does with the plan. 

EJL:mc 
cc: Hyman Bookbinder 
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I War Claims, US 

Amerian Jewish Committee 
.FAD 1 

February 13, 1968 

Ed Lukas J Israel Las ter 

Jerry Goodman' 


j 

National Conference for Equality Under Claims 
Legislation 

Attached 1s a copy of a letter from Paul:H8uberger, a lawyer w~o 
serves a8 chairman of the Conference.We are J of course, members 
of the group which has bee~ trying for years to effect changes in 
law or procedure in order to adjust pres~t claims laws. While I 
do not see much hope for this overall prpblem, I wonder. if we can 
be of any help in thepartlcular ins~~ concerning the Italian 
claims program. If H.R. 9063 were approved, it might then begin 
to set a precedent for the larger probleiDa of adjusting claims of 
those who became nationals after the lo.ses of properties in Europe. 
I believe the attached is self-explanatory and I hope we can suggest 
someone to contact Congresswoman Kelly. 

Encl. 
cc: Hynlan Bookbinder.· 
JG:MS 
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cN.olLonal eonfere~e for ~quallbJ 1{nJerAfl/aOJN~mJlequtl/llon 
. AltlericM Jewisb. 6~ttee 

New York, N. ,Y. 100;;;$6 • JU .16 West 46th Street • . I , . 

(FAD+ Foreign Affairs Dept.) 

MEMIEIlS' February 5, 1968 
AMI!RICAN ASSOCIATION OF 


FORMER AUSTRIAN JURISTS 

AMlliCAN flDERATlON OF 


JIWS .10104 CENTRAL EUIOPE Mr. Jerry Goodman . 
AMIRICAN JEWISH COMMtnU %American Jewish Committee 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 165 East 56th Street·AMERICAN YUGOSLAV 

CLAIMS COMMtnEE . 
 New York, N. Y. 

ASSOCIATION OF 


CZECHOSLOVAK JEWS 


ASSOCIATION Of fORMER 
 Dear Jerry:
COMIAnANTS Of 


DRAZA MIHAILOVIC 
 I have not heard from you for a long time and I amASSOCIATION 0' fORMER 
EUROPEAN JURISTS looking forward to meeting you again for a little 

ASSOCIATION 0' YUGOSLAV JEWS chat some time at your conv~nience. 
IULGARIAN CLAIMS COMMtnEE 


Clue Of POLISH JEWS 
 In connection with this Conference I wish to advise 
CONFERENCE 0' AMERICANS you that the one matter where we could push the questOF CENTRAL EASTERN 


EUROPEAN DESCENl 
 for equality under claims legislation is Bill BE 9063, 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF specif1callywith regard to the Amer1canclaimants 
NAZI VICTIMS OA.GANIZATIONS against Italy who·should receive compensation out of 

WOALD FEDERATION OF the balance of the Italian Claims Fund, being legallyHUNGARIAN JEWS 
entitled thereto on the basis:of Public Law 85-604 • 

.• In fOl"ll'lcrtion 

Congresswoman Edna F •. Kelly, during these past two 
Sessions, has consistently ~bstructed the enactment of 
the respective provision in, sa14 Bill ER 9063, and she 
succeeded in pushing through her recommendation in 
the House of Representatives to delete this provision
from the Bill although the' Senate unanimously approved 
the original iext, as well as the Foreign Claims Settle­
ment COmmission, and eJ8n the Department of State, al ­
though reluctantly, as you will see from· the letter to 
Senator Williams, a copy of, which is enclosed herewith. 

The matter should have come, before a joint congression­
al conference dur1ng the la:st Session,' but Mrs. Kelly
sabotaged this, holdingthe' matter back with the inten­
tion of exerting some pressure upon the Senate to ac­
cept her version just so the Omnibus Bill (HR 9063)
which also contains provisions regarding Bulgaria, Ru­
mania, etc, will go through. 

I consider the attitude of Congresswoman KellY highly
arbitrary and 1mpropero 

It has been suggested to. me' that the only way t,o get
this matter moving would be that some protests are 

3379-5"5 
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Page 2 - February 5, 1968 

~Jerry Goodman 

lodged with Mrs. Kelly from her own constituents, or by s~me 

clubs or organizations in berdiatrict. I enclose herewith 


'a draft for such a prote'st letter which is not ,in any, way; , ag­
gressive, 'and I would appreciate it,1f,~the American Jewish 
Committee has a Chapter in Brooklynt12th District, that you ' 
have them write such a letter or ir'1ou were to get some pro­
minent persons in her distric£ to do:so. I am enclosing here­
with the geographical location of her district. 

I am 'sending a copy of this lettert6 IWrt. Perhaps we can 

find a way to put an end to this obstruction of justice. 


I ,would appreciate hellring from you and to receive your opinion 
on this matter, and remain with kindest personal regards, 

, r 

Sincere! y your s , 

pi~ :AM 
Enc. 

, 'I 
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Honorable. Harrison A.Yilliams, Jr~ , 
 ., 	 · ." 

'United States Senate' , . i' .. ". '.. 
Washington. D•. c. 205l~ .. , . i:. 

, . , , ...,".',' . ' .' ,' . .' . ." 
. '.­Dear Senator Williams: 

.". 
I have received your cO!:'.!r.unication; of November 1 '.' .. 
concerning a letter to you from }1r. Joseph de Polo" .. .' : .~. 
Hhich tr~nsmi,tted a copy of' Hr. de Polo's letter 'to·· ".:.:.~" 
Senator Fulbright. Hr. de Polo 1 s, letter to Senator " '.... .' ':' 
Fulbright expresscs his opposition to actioI). taken ,....,. " · ·" 	

by thc House Ccr~mil:tee on Foreign Affairs with regard . '. :: .' .... ", (.. ; 

to H. R. 9063, a bill "To ,amend the. International . .'> . : ......:.. .· Claims Settlemcnt Act of 1949" as amended, to pl:ovide . . ~, 
for the timely dctermination of certain claims of . . .' .: :~. ;.. 
American nationals, .and for other. purposes. II .. ' .: .;. .' 

.'.. ~, 
" ..-. 

'. '. 	 ., '....j i 
Hr. de Polo is conccrn.ed t-lith the Co;:r.mittee's ClIIlcnd- .'. '. ..! 
mcnt to the bill vlhich struck out a propo'sed ne'tv sub~"""~':' ...... \, .. 

.. 	 section (b) to Section 304 of title. III of the Act.. . ... ';••••,; i0 

. ! 	 If enact'ed, this subsection 't.lOuld authorize the Foreign " . 
Clabs Scttle:nent Co:..:nission to reopen the Italian '.: <.~: 
claims' prograI:l to per::.it the filing. 6f claims by persons ... . ~ : 

:. suffering loss· or damage as a result. of the Italia."'1 ,'. '. 
Government,l s actions during l.;rorld lV'ar II.in cases 't-1here . ';.' .'

.'·;. .' those persons became United States nationals by August. 9~ . ' ',:', i· 
1955. Participation in the Italian claims program. had· , ':.':: ': ... i.':. : 
previously been' limited to persons who 't-1ere 'United .' " .... : .. :. ~..• ~ States nationals at the time of the loss or damage. . :': .., ..,. 
Toe Committee deleted this provision because it did .'..'. .. ..:' ':' 
not accord 't'lith the established rule of international··'·. ::,. ;'.: .. ;: 
lavl that a State may not .seek compensation from ano~her .. :'~,.'. :.~. 
State on behalf. of persons who lV'e're not its nationals' ~.. . , 
at the time of loss.· 

, 	 't' : ".. , 	 : 

.. . 	 · .:. ~ 'l•• . " . '. 	 · .. ~ .. '. .· , ' ....... 
'" 

,. 	 ' .. . .... 	
" ' 

: · ;; 	 .:.,".' .. , ': ..' 
.. 

• '0 ' .. " ., 
. ' .. " 	 ~ '.. , '. 9'...... ~ . . . '. ~. 1 . 	 .~ '; 	

~ 

. ... 
.: .. 	 ; . 

" ','.. .'. . 	 .. .. .. :,. " ..',' . 
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The Depart~~nt of 'State ,has reguiar:ly opposed per- . 
, ., mitting pc;.:sons t,:ho .:.cquired t:nited Statcs nationality'. 

after the d~te of thai;.: loss or d~~~ge to share in lump 
.. sum claims settlements because of the rule of inter­

national la't'1 cited by the Com.:nittee. It did not oppose 
, 

, , 
.... the provision in H.R~ 9063 bec.:luse of special circuw­ . .. 

.. 	 .stances u'sually not present: all valid cla:i..ms in the 
'.' 

'Italian clabsprogr.:lt:l 't-lhich. belonged to persons who.' . 
'tvere United States n~tiona.ls at-the time of loss 0:::-

, 

-
damage had been fully paid, and funds remained in the . '.., 

,. 'Italian claims fund. ' 
. 	 , , , 

" 

The Danarcecnt·of St.::a.tc'favors tneadoption of H.R. 9063 
.,:., as originally subiaitted to ,Congress by the Executive .. · ~ 

Branch. ",' " I ' • • 

, 

.. 	 ,"
': '." ~. .. . ..... ~ 

,•• , !',' ! ..... ', 	 .' '~." 
, " !'. 

I hope this 1nfonaati'cn l-11l1 be' of assistance in .. 
~' ;,". .' , 

.~.. ~:'"answering M:::-. de 1'010' s inquiry.' ", .' I \,~,.' '.'; .'" 

i .,., 
' 

" 

,. 	 ... ' . 
" 


'. III·' 
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Dated, 


non•.Edna F. r..elly 
House ot Representatives 
EOi:SO orr=--ce Duild1n.g 
'ins!1ington, D. C. 

De~r ~rs. Kelly: 

:~, S ono of !7(jur ccnst:t.tt..ents I have been rather distressed to 

1 eorn from sorne of f'ff'J friends Who are aniting tho ?assage of 

Hill H..H. 9063 in ordor to roceive payr.lent, that the Quid Bill 

haR not 7,}t been oonsider~d b:t the House after its passage by 

the Serl.~te last month. 


J nnd~:rztend tlv·re is a (~n~ntion regor<;t1ng thopaY'l~cnt of cer­

tu!.n !'l.me::-ica.ns who b'?come oiti zens llfterthe1 surf~rad a loss, 

but t:lat th9 state Oa':artmc.m.t a.nd the .conmi 3sion which !UJ!1dll3s 

th.::;Sf..;! clutms hnv~ both 'l:"conl!'Jendi!ld a. provision to taY.Jl caroor 

these people. !' 


I c::::.rL."1ot u.n:isrstnnd ,:'rhy i !~ nee Congr13s3 DnCe Qst.:~ b11. shod a. pre­
cec\~.nt to do this un,lor the Italian Claims i:rogram, and tilis 
m~jfi\:!y is :1.Ot taxpaYtJrs' fWlds :')ut the funds of the Gov,Jrllt1ent

.0: italy) this should be an issue on :Rhiah the an.t.ire Bill 
stlould hinge. 

i
I u!j,aarstand that ;TDU are Chairman of a. subcornmit tee IIfhich 
handll:!d this 3111 in. r;he House, and I ..,-auld very much like to 
.K..."llJ'" why the .~enata ff;rm nf the Bill ·cannot be passed without 
doingviolanca to basic principles, since this i~ a special si ­
tuution Vlii.le1'1 hns a lI":...'udy bean ·tho subj act of leg1slat ion ten 
years a,g;o and 19i1l n.ot estaJlish any precadant with TOSpGct to 
any other fund. 

1 '~o~~lct also vei."y zllll.ch appreciate hoaring from you what you feel 
Ne, as Y':-JlIr constltu6.i.1.ts) caa do to assist in the pansBt:e of 
this legislution, so that, after all these years, thoSQ tit us. 
of Humanian, 5ulg;:;rian and Itn11an origin can. at last be compen­
sated. ' 
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DESCRIPTION OF THi 
Box 
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W B LF 'l H . DISTRla+ 
American Jewish Committee 

FAD 1 

KINGS COUNTY • IBW YORK' 


That part or the 30roug~1 of TIrooklyn beg1mi1ng at a point where 


2,3rd Avenue, AV,enuarA, and Dah111 iioacs.' intersect, the~ce northe:e­
, , 

ly along Dahill Road to 58th 'Street, to 18tn .lv.IDle, to 59th 


street, to Fort Hamilton Parkway, to ,1st Street, to 8th Avenue, 


to 37th'Street, to Fort Hamilton Par.k:m;ly~ to McDonald ,,"venue 

I ' 

(Gravesend !lvenue), to Greenwood Avew$, to Prospect Park South­

west, to Parks1de Avenue, to Ocean Avenue" to Washington Avenue,. 


to Eastern Parkway,' to Underhill Avenue" to Prospect Place, to 


Vanderbilt ,Avenue, to Atlantic Avenue,! to Curnberlanct street, to 


Green Avenue, to Vanderbilt Avenue, to; Gates Avenue, to Washing­

ton Avenue, to Lafayette Avenue, to Bedford Avenuo, to Monroe 

, : <­

street: to Marcy :\'J'e~lue, to Fulton street, to Brooklyn ,Avenue, to 

AtlaLtic A. venue, to Kin~ston Avenue, tost,. Johns Place, to Alba­

ny;lvenue, to 3asterll Parkway, to Troy Avenue, to Rmpire BoulevBPd ! 

"to ~\lbany Avenue, to Bast New York Avsnue, to Troy Avenue~ to 

Lefferts Avenue, to Schenectady Avenue. to Winthrop street, to 

Utica AVenue, to Lenox Road, to East,2nd Street, to Linden Boule­

Vard, to 3ast ,3rd Street, to Church ~venue, to Schenectady Avel'lHe, 

to Cortelyou Road, to Canars1e Avenue, to Tilden Avenue, to Flat­

bush Avenue, to Beverly Road, to ConeY' Island Avenue, to Ditmas 

Avenue, to Flatbush Avenue, to' Newkirk Avenue, to Brooklyn Avenue, 

to Foster Avenue, to East 37th Street; to Farragut Boad, thence 

westerly to Flatbush Avenue, to Glen\,ood Boad. to Nostrand Avenue, 
, : 

to Avenue K, to East l5thstraet, to 4venue L, to Coney Island 


Avenue, 'to AV9z:ue K, to East 9th street, .to Avenue 11, thence' 


westerly to the place of bez1nning. 
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" ,: i1 • , . . ' , ~?~Lt;V l~t~i·lt-tq..t4r-\"',1 , 

yivr> fl-G-	 3't~-~ 
(FAD=Foreign Affairs Department ~ Jt\,i. (,,(1/\ .(IMJ "1I-'1t)

of th eArner ican Jewish Committee) () ..:x 'iz.,' f.4. .~1<., 

CONFI DENT I.tU, 
MIN U TE S 

I 

Meeting' of o.rgani zations Cooperating 

DEG 9 i95~,on Austrian Problems' 

Friday, December 5th, 1952' 

Pre o;ent: 	 001. B,ern8.rd Bernstein 

Mr .. Fran.k Goldman 

Mr. Abraham Glovsky 

Dr. Eugene Hevesi 
Mr. Hoses A. Leavitt 
Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
Hr .. Saul KagB.n 	 :',., 

Dr.. Isr8.el Goldstein and Mr. Adolph Held had called to express their 

ree;rets at being' ullc"1ble to 8.ttend the meeting. Dr.' Nahum Goldmann and Mr. Marcel 

Franco had. hot.;yet returned from abroad. 


The first item on the agenda referred to the meeting with the Department y 
of state on November 25, 1952. Mr. Kag8.n referred: to the writ ten report "rhich h3.d y 
been circulated. In summary, he pointed out that this meeting h8.d been on a 
st::.ff level, "ri th the i rrlividuB.ls, directly M.ndling the matter. The :pepartn:ent 

,representatives had reaffirmed that the position of the U.S. on Jewish claims 
ag8.inst Austria would continue unchanged.· The representatives of the organiza­
tions urged that the Dep8.rtment request the Austrian leaders to keep this iss~e 
out of the forthcoming elections and to take all necessary action, riGht after "" 

" 
elections, to ini ti-'l.te di ,;cussions with the Jel'fish groups. They pointed out tbat 
regardless of the outcome of the elections, the basic composition of the Gover~ 
ment "l(')uld remain the same. The Depl'l.rtment represent-'l.tives again urged the orga­
nizati0ns not tohighli~ht the issue publicly at the present time, since they felt 
that such a rr.ove 1IfOuld have no practiCAl effect t:md would only benefit the neo­
lrad p"3.rty in the fnrthcnming elections. The Department agreed to initiate steps .' 
tn secure a col'1I'li tment from the party le::..ders and had instructed the people in 
Vienn~ tp this effect, unless they should have strnng objecti(')ns. According to 
infnrrnatiol1. received from the Department 8.S late a<;: yeterday, no objections have 
J'lS yet been received from Vienna, and it is therefore assumed that the U.S. High 
Commissionerts office is proceeding in accordan,ce with the instructions. The 

..	Department again urged that this matter be treated J'lsstrictly confidential and 
be given no publicity whatever. 

In the me~time the Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber had visited the 
Dep8.rtment and the Department h8.d raised this problem wi th him., Gruber had stated, 
th'3t he 1I<1aS planning to meet with the organizations in order to "explain" to them 
the si tuation. mhe Department urged the orgl':1ni zl?ti()ns to meet with Gruber and 
even suggested that they take the ini tiative in promoting such a meeting. Mr. 
Kag8.n reported tb-3.t he "'as in touch 1I,i th the Austrian Consul",.te and expected to 
hear from them on Mond8.Y, December 8th, reg.qrding a meeting with Gruber. It had 
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been indicA-ted th:;>,t possibly Gruber .....rould not meet .....Tith the organizations until 
after the Austrian issue had been taken up at the U.N. Dr. Hevesi felt that if at 
all po~sible the meeting should take place before the U.N.decision, although it 
....ras reA-li zed that if Gruber could not make it until ll".ter, this would h::\.ve to be 
accepted. Mr. Ler>vitt felt that there ....Tas no real purpose j, n a meeting wi th Gru­
ber,. )"Tho l,rould naturally be in no position to make any kind of commitment, but the 
orgqni zalions h"1.d no basis· on ""hich to refuse to meet wi th Gruber, even though' it 
would merely be a formql meeting. Mr. vitt felt that it should be a small, 
top-level delegatinn. Mr. Goldman suggested that a dt:l.te be set and a delegation 
be selected aftAr the dA.te l.rere known. Mr. KagM i:\.greed to pursue the matter 
further IIIith the Austrian Consulr>te ~nd to I').dvi se the organi z'1.tions after a date 
M.d been set. Mr. Kq~an also reported th"t there would be a meeting between 
Gruber and Amb~ssador Eban. 

The next issue for discussion invnlved the problem of representations 
\.,itb:hthe U.N. Mr. K'l.g:m reported that the representatives of the organizations 
hrid been attempting to mei:Jt with Mr. Eb'l.n, and thtl.t %lfter much delay and diffi­
culties of scheduleg. caused by the deb'1te on the Pale stine issue, there had been 
"l brief, informal meeting. It is the tentative position of the 'Israelis tbc'),t, at 
the occ.<1.sion of the U.N. debate on the Austrian issue, they will vote for the 
Austrian proposal but will m~e a statement deploring the lack of positive action 
by Austria in connecti0n \<'i th the Jewi sh claims. The representative s of the orga­
niz!'1tions conveyed to Mr. Eb31l the views of the St!'1te Bepartment in this connec­
tion. It 1rras aereed that before the IsrA,el 'Statement would be made,' there would .., 
another meeting with the organizatinns, fnllo11'ing the Ebr:tr.... Gruber t.<1.1k. Whi13 the 
Isrqelis realize t~t Gruber cannot make any commitments to them. they appreciate 
thnt this also pl:::tces him in :::t position where he can resist Ara.b pressure on the 
ground th'1t he cannot bind ~ c~retl1ker government. 

In the course of the discussinns with Mr~ Eb!'1n. the follow.iing suggest­
ion developed. It would be important that, wherever Gruber went in the U.N., he 
encnunter concern regarding the Jewish claims. The Israelis have very good con­
nections with the Brazilian delegation, who are the spnnsors of the Austrian 
motinn, !3.nd it WRS suggested to r:tlert a number of f'ther delegAtions at the U.N., 
such as the Canadians. possibly the British ~d French, and snme of the South 
i\mericqn ones. Mr. Goldffi!'1n stated that he knell! Lester PeA,rson nf C~Ilr'1daand . 
mi~ht be able to mentinn this matter tn him. It w~s felt that, as regards Mr. 
Pe"trson, it might be best if the appro!'1ch .....'ere nJ,;'1.de thrnugh a Canadi-9Jl organiza­
tinn ~nd Mn Le::tvi t t etA,ted that he 11muld discuss it with Saul Hayes of the Cana- ~ ~ 
dian Jew~sh Congress. As regards the other delegn,tions in questinn, it IItas de- H 
cided to avoid the calling of any meetings of delegates. no m!'1tter how small or iij 
inform"'!.l, since this might 'lrOure counter-::tction by: the Arabs. R8.ther various 
ilelegqtes \<muld be contqcted nn an inilividual, inform.,,,l basis. The organizations 
would work out some arr!'1ngement with the Isrpelis to determine who would lI1.:'1ke the 
vr:trious contacts. .hs rp:"~,rds connectif'ns with the British delegation, the BO:::trd 
of Deputies had stated that they wnuld contact the Foreign Office~ ,No word had 
been received as to whether this had been done and Mr. Kagan would check with 
Mr. J::tnner. As regJ:lrds the French, Mr. K'l.gan suggested th..'1t the organizations 
check with Mr. Franco whether he hA.d "my contl1cts to individual members of the 
French deleg"tion. 
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In this connect inn Mr. K:<ig'Ul reported th,q,t Gruber had not yet contl9.cted 
~eM tor Lodr~et who h"l.d been .<l.ppointed by Gener'll Eisenhower as the next head of 
the U.,;),:. Delegqtion to the U.N •. It was likely, ho...rever. that Gruber would see him 
:<ind it vms felt th.<:1.t it wnuld be helpful if Senator Lodge could be apprised of the 
Jewish problem ann could mention it to Gruber, so that Gruber might feel that the 
next "l.dministratinn would continue the same line as pursued heretofore by the U.S. 
Government. ·Mr. Gnldman pointed out that Mr. Glovsky was in a position to dis­
cuss the mn.t ter with him frl'Hlkly. The meeting rea'l1 zed that ~ nator Lodge would 
not make any statement to Gruber on this issue unless he had cleared the matter 
first tt/ith Mr, tulles, and that it Was tiot cert~tin whether such J9. comparatively 
minor issue would be discussed by them. How(wer, they felt that it would cer­
tainly be a good thing t~ inf~rm the 8en:<itor nf this issue generally and that it 
wouln be very helpful if Mr. Glovsky would discuss it with him. Mr. Glnvskyex­
pressed his readiness to follnt,.T:: the suggestions of the org.<l.nizJ9.tions. 

Mr. KJ9.gJ9.n next reported on a letter received from Dr. George WeiSt 
cnpy of which h"l.d previnusly been circulated. Dr. Weis had r~d a discussion 
1'11 th Dr. M'::1Urer, the head of the Jewi sh community in Vienna, who is also an 
active member of the S0ciJ9.list Party. According to Dr. Maurer, the Austrian 
~oci.<l.lists had set up a committee to consider the Jewish de~~nds .<l.nd were plan­
ning to invite the community for discussinns. Hp. Also unrierstnod that this 
comwittee would be prepared to negotiate with the community, but not with the 
fnreign orgRniwtions. Dr, Weis hl'l.d suggested to Dr., Maurer thr.~t he write to 
New York on the mattflr at nnce, but so f"l.r no letter from him had been received.. 
Mr. Le9.vit t felt very strongly th<l.t the orgJ9.nizations, should have no separate 
discussions with any of the politicRl parties, since such steps could undermine 
the entire project•. He felt thqt the Jewish community in Vienn::t, as part of the 
whole ~roup, should Rlso refrain from f;tny such discussions, which would contra­
vene the r,-;solutinns Qn0pted in SJ9.lzburg by the Je\<Tish Communi ties of Austria. 
It Wf;tS decided tIk'1t f;t Ie tter should be (rit ten (tn, Dr. M~urer, conveying this . 
positinn. It \>ras Rlsofelt tn be deslrA.~r-e'~bttl1~If the p0sitinri. of the Socialist 
Pllrty llS reported by Dr. M!9.urer is b::tsed nn fact. Mr,. Kagan had discussed the 
mqtter ..lith Mr. Held, and Mr. Held Md qgreed to mentinn it to representatives 
of the Socialist PA.rty who were expected to arrive shnrtly in New York in con­ . 

I,nectinn "lith the U.N. debJ9.te. •; 

I 
In thi s connection Mr. K"I!:;~n rJ9.ised the entire issue of' closer cont~ct I 

between the organi zatinns and the Jewish communi ty in Austria. It was the sense I 

of the meeting thRt there is urgent need for effec~ive liqi son' J9.nd that it would ! 
ibe best to have snmeone permA.nently in ViennA. to dQ this job. It was ~lso the I 

se.nse of the meeting thA.tthis should be a perMn alreA.dy on the spot and Mr. I· 

Ted Ferler, the JDC repres~ntative. W':lS suggesten. Dr. Rnbinson requested t:b.at 
ad.eciSinn on this pnint be deferred for f;t few days until he had cle0.red this 
m"J.tter with his organiz'ltion. Mr. Kagan undertnok to clear the matter with the 
~rganizations not represented qt the meeting. 

The lllst item on the A.i!;enn.:t concerned tr...e efforts of the Kz.-AmEu"icaJL 
Associ~tion of Former Inmates of Concentratinn CJ9.mps, heanod by Dr. Armand Eislor. 
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As in the case of the negr)til'1tinns \'rith the Gerl'll'1ns, Dr. Eisler is protesting 
the nmission of his !2:ri>Up frl')m PtrticipB,tinn in the' negnthtinns !3.nd charging 
thqt his group is truly representl'1tive of the Austrian persAcutees and that the 
orgqniz!3.tions no\o/ invnlved qre not representing persecutee interests. Dr. Eisler 
MS I'1ddressed'memornnct"1 to this effect tn the Austrian grwernment. This I!1r'J.tter 
"""1"1 brnught to the qttentinn of the or~l'\niz£nns by the Jewish community in Vienna., 
tn whom Dr. Eisler hqd sent cnpies nf his correspondence with the Austrian a.utho­
ri ties. The cOl'll'lUnity aU. not reply to Dr. Eisler. penrling the expression of the 
views of the organizntil"lns ana chA,racterized this actinn IlS an tlttempt to under­
mine the lli~ity of the Jewish groups. This correspondence was also circulated 
among the organizatlnns. 

Unf0~ately, Dr. Eisler's connections with the Austrians are better 
than with the German's, .qni he h'1."1 persnMl cont.qcts tC'l Figl, SCMerf f et"c. More­
over, it is anticip!<l.ted that the AUstril'1ns would welcome /'tn excuse for further 
nbjectinns "tnd delays. Mr. Le%1vitt felt. hnllrever. that nothing could be done 
with Dr. Eisler and stilted thl'1t the infnrl'latinn which was gathered at the time of 
the. Hasue negotiations ind.ic"1ted that this is a small anrl unrepresentative group. 
It is nece ssary. however. to speedily implement the earlier neci sinn of the com­
mittee to include a representative of Austrian Jewish refugee organizations on 
the cnmmittee. Mr. Kag~n reported th'lt he had been'ldvised by the Austrian groups 
here that they would appnint a Prof. Loew,y. However. official n;tification of 
this designation wr-ts still pending until the apT'nintment h-'J.d been cle"1red with the 
Austril'j.n group:; in Isr"lel. 

,. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: OrganizationsOooperating on Austrian Problems 

From: SaulXagan 

, ' This will confirm that a meeting of "the organizations coopera.ting on 
Austrian problems MS 'been scheduled for Friday, December 5th, 1952, at 
2:30 P.Ho , in the office of the Joint Distribution Commit tee, 270 Madison 

'" .,. 
Avenue.. The following Qgend/:l is proposed: , f ' ; 

,':',r1) 	 .Report on the meeting with the St1iteDepartrent 

. 2) Meeting with Dr. Gruber 

3) Represent~tions in the U.N. 


4) . Austrian Jewish Oommunity , 


5) 	 KZ Americ~n A':Isoci~t1on of Former IIlIIlr"te1;lof Concentra.tion Oamps 
and Other Victims of N'izi Persecution, 

Enclosed please find the following material concerning the problems on 
'the 'l.gendal 

1) Report on the meeting with ~he StRte Dep~rtment 

2) ,Letter from Dr. George We is, dq,ted Nov~mber 19. 1952 

3) Letter from Drt ,Sch~erf, d~ted November i3, 1952 

4) Cbrrespondence between the KZ Americ"ln Association of Former In­
m"tes of Ooncentration Camps ,.IlndDr. Maurer of the Jewish Com~ 
nityin Vienna .Ilnd the Auetrian Oonsulq,te in New York.. 

The attA.ched material, particularly the report on the lOOeting with 
the State Departnent, should be considered I'l.S S~RIOTLYCONFlDENl'18.L. 

r ' 
.J~f K~~ 

S.Ilul Kagan (J, 

SK~AUN 

Ene•. , 

.,. 
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MEMORANDUM 

CONFIDENTU1 

Subject: 	 Moeting at the St.:lte Department - November 25, 1952 - concerning 

the Austrian re sti tution and indemnifiqation problems. 


Present: 	 Ylr. Fddgeway Knight, Acting Director of the Office of "Te stern 

European Affairs; Mr. Lansing Collins, ,chief of the Austro-Italian 

desk; Mr. Kennedy, political officer; Mr. HC'.nc Land of the Office 

of the Legal Advisor 


Dr. Eugene Hevcsi, Mr. Saul Kagan, Dr. Nehem:iah Robinson and 
Mr. Abba Schwarti 

The mooting was calloe upon the request of the Jewish organizations 

to revievT the developments in Austria as they affect the settlement of 

outstanding restitution and indemnification problems. The representativGs 

of tho organizations indicated that to the best of their knowledge most 

of tho members of the caretaker government felt - as late as three woeks 

ago - that an invitation to the organizations should be extended. Howover, 

it appears that Foreign Minister Gruber succeeded in perSuading the Cabinet 

to defer an extension of an invitRtion until aftor the elections. It would 

appear that Dr. Grub0rv1E'.~ primarily concerned about pacifying the Arab 

'states 1.,rhose· support vTill be sought o.t the U.N. in connoction with the 

resolution calling for the restoration of Austrian sovereignty. 


The representntives of the organizations st2.tod that regardless of the 

formal position taken by t he caretaker governmnt, the two political parties 

which governed Austria during the past sevoral years will retain a majority 

in the nm.,r Parliament. These arc the two parties which before the Cabinet 

crisisoxprossed'thoir r08.diness to meet with represontatives of the 

Jewish organizations. 'The organizations feel that it is imperative that 

a corrnnitment be obtained from t ho leaders of thot,.,ro political parties" 

Dr. Figl and Dr. Schaorf, to the effect that 


(1) 	 tho issue of the Jowish de~~nds should be kept out of the current 

elections to avoid a race between the two parties for the Noo-Nazi 

votes based on a promise to abstain from'improvements in tho 

restitution and indemnification laws favoring persecutees. 


(2) 	 the two parties would take the initiative to call for negotiations 

with the repre sontative s of the J C\.,rish organizc.tions as soon as a 

nov] governmont is formed following tho elections. 


Tho reprosentatives of tho Department stated that even if one would 

nccopt the promise that the caretaker governmont is trying to avoid the 

issue, nevertholess, ono cannot ignore the tHO factors of the forthCOming 

e18ctions and the Austrian resolution before the U.N. Tho representatives 

of tho Department reitGrated their view that nothing overt should be done 

to highlight this issu8 before tho elections. In the opinion of the 


. Department the only party which would stand to benefit from a public 
d~scussion of this issue would be the VdU, whioh follows o.n anti':"occupation, 
anti-persocutee course. 
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The ropresentatives of the organizations ra~sod the quostion ,,,hether the 
Austrian Government rms made any commitments to lthe Arabs which could later 
be usod as a justification for refusing to mGet:with tho Jowish organizations. 
This question wes particularly pertinent in view of the report which appeared 
in the Austrian pross to the effect that a diplomatic reprosentative of an 
Arab state handed a note to the Austrian Government in 1tlhich objoctions were 
raisod against entering into negotiations loTi th the Jewish world organizations 
regar().ing indemnification. According to this pross report, the seven Arab 
Stc,t,es inforrqcd tho Austrian Governmont that they 1iJould vote against Austria 
in tho U.N. if thero Here discussions with the J01tTish organizations • According 
to tho saTIn reports this diplomatic interv.::ntioq 1tms discussod by the Austrian 
Governmnt, "lhich agroed that at prooont no stand should be taken since the 
Govornment is ropresentod by a transitional cabinot which cannot deal with 
this issue. According to thG press, the decision on the possible negotiations 
,ms left to the futuro Cabinet o 

The representatives of the Department stated that they had no knowledge 
of any commitmant by tho Austrians to the Arab states. is tho understanding 
of the· Dcpartmentthat the Arab opposition is primarily directed against an 
agreemont with Israel. '].'ho Arabs generally are Illnpredictable and could 
conceivably vote L1gainst the resolution, even if; assured that Israel ?oOS 
not intend to advance collective recompense clai,ffiS against Austria. In ( 
any event, however, the Departrr.cnt repT6Bentativ~s ,did not feel that such 
a COIllJ11itment would be of lasting value ,QS it would contravene the oxisting 
Control Council agreeroonts and the Control Councllpolicies concerning 
rostitution and indemnifict;1tion. 4 

. I 
The representatives of the Department assured the organizations that 

the U.S. does not propose to let the .Austrians lose this issue and that 
im:r.1edic.toly followin::; the Austrian elections the' U. S. will press the new 
Austrian Government for affirmative ~ction to re~ch a settleroont with the 
representatives of tho Jewish organizations. Tho representQtives of the 
Department ndvisod the organizdicns that they will endeavor in tho shortest 
time possible to determine whethor a confidentiaRappronch to tho londers 
of the tHO political PQrtios could be undortQken in order to secure the 
comrnitnmt from tho political partios sought by ~ho orgnnizatioris. This 
entire matt~r must bo treatod confidentially in order to pvoid any publicity 
at thi~ time. 

Tho Department representatives indicatcd tha~ they expect to reet with 
Dr. Gruber during his forthcoming visit in the states and they will again 
convoy the concern of the U.S. Government about~ho issues of interest to 
the organizc.tions. The organizations informed the Depr.rtment that Dr. Gruber 
stc,tod in Vienna thnt ho intends to meet 1tlith the Jewish orgnnizations in 
New York in order to explain to thc:rn the position of the Austrian Govermnont. 
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Letter from !h:~.Qrg.!LJ:leis recei,.Yed Nov,gmber 24, 19'52 

AMERICAN JOINT DIS£RIBUTION CO~UTTEE 
Vienna, Austria 

vienna, November 19, 19520 

Mr. Saul Kagan, 
Jewish Restitution Successor Organization, 
New York. 

Dear Mr. Kagan, 

Dr. IvfBurer told me that as a result of the meeting arranged 
by the Jewish Community on November 9th the Austrian Socialist 
Party has set up a committee of five to consider the Jewish demands 
for heirle ss property, restitution and indemnification. This 
conrrro.ttee is going to invite him for discussions. He has been told 
that the committee would be prepared to negotiate with him, but 
not with foreign organizations and would be prepared to recommend 
to the Government payments to the Community, but not to foreign 
organizations. Dr. Maurer said that he was sUre that he could 
come to a settlement on behalf of the COmnn.:tnity, but that a settle­
ment was impossible with the foreign organizations. 

I only remarked that I was sure that Dr. Maurer would 
immediately inform you of this new development and would take no 
steps whatever before having the consent of the organizations. 
Dr. Maurer stated ~hat this was, of course, a matter of course. 

Sincerely yours, 

snd. Dr. George "'Tels 

* * * * * * * * * 
In view of the fact that we have received no letter from 

Dr. Maurer concerning this matter, specific action has to be 
decided upon. 

SK 
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TRANSLATION 

OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL CIffiNCELLOR 

VICE CHANCELLOR· DR. ADOLF XHAERF 


Vienna, November 13, 1952 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of November LI-th of this 
year, in which YOll inquire when the invitation for the discuss ions 
between the Austrian Government· and the Je~Jish organizations will be 
issued. 

According to the decision of the. Government, . this 
was to be effected by our Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Finance; 
asI now learn, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has thus far not taken 
up the discussions only for the reason that everything there is 
presently geared to the negotiations before the UN, to which the 
Foreign Hinister himself will go with a number of assistants-- I am 
assured that only this formal reason is the cause of the delay. 

I ~dll, of course, advise you of any developments 
in the matter, 

With kindest regards. 

/s/ 

A. Scha.erf 

To the 
Je\.D.sh L~bor Committee 
for Mr, Adolph Held 
25 East 78th street 
New York 21, N.Y. 
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1tIILHELM KRELL 	
c, 

Director of 

The 	 JeHish Community Vienna 

Vienna I, Schottenring 25 

Vienna, November 25, 1952 

S£RICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
I 

We 	 are sending you attached five photostats, as follows: 

a) 	 a letter of the KZ AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMER INMATES 
OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI PER.:ECUTION, 
New York, of' November 1, 1952 to the President of' the 
JOl-Tish Community Vienna, Dr. Emil Maurer; 

b) 	 a copy' of the letter of the above organization to the Austrian 
General Commlate in New· York (this copy was attached to the 
aforementioned letter to Dr. Maurer). . 

When reading these photostats you will see irmnediately what being played 

here •. This is a dangerous monkeywrench which is, respectively will be, very 

convenient for the Government forces here. 


I am sending you. these photostats with the consent of President Dr. Maurer, 

who made the original letter available to me immediatoly upon receipt. 


Dr. Maurer is not replying for tht'l time being to: New York (Dr. Armand' Eisler). 


I could imagine that the Jewish world organizations will decide on a joint 

position against this attempt to break the Jewish unity and to advise us about .., 

it innnediately. 


Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain 


Sincerely your~, 

\>Jilhe1m Krell 
Encs. 

To: 
World Jewish Congress, London 
World Je\,fish Congress, New York 
American Jewish Committee, Peris 
Amorican Joint Distribution Committee, Vienna 
American Joint Distribution COmmittee, Paris 
Conference on Juwish Material Claims against Germany, New York 
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Meeting of Organizations C09perating 

on Austria 

Movember 7th, 1952 

. Present: 	 Col. Bernard Bernstein 
Mr. Jacob Blaustein 
Mr. Marcel France 
Mr. Frank Goldman 

:: :;!~; E~;::ein ~@~W~~~il~lr~ffill 
Mr. Saul Kagan 
Mr. Moses A. Leavitt 
Dr. Nehemiah Robinson 
Dr. Simon Segal 

Mr. Kagan reported that Department ~f State officials concerned 
with Austrian problems advised that, under the present circumstances, 
they suggest that the organizations refrain:from approaching the Austrian 
Government at this time and defer such action until after the February 
election. The reasons.for this advice lay in the fact that the Department 
believed that the caretaker government would be in no position to make 
any commitments to the organizations at this time. Furthermore, even 
if it should make any statements, it would be in no position to carry 
them out and it might create difficulties for the coalition parties in 
the forthcoming elections. The third problem involved Arab pressure 
in the U.N. The United States is interested to have the motion endorsing 
Austrian independence passed in tho U.N. with the gr~atest majority 
possible, and tho votes of the Arab bloc arc of importance. An extension 
of an invitation to the Jewish organizations at this time would only 
alienate the Arabs without, for the reasons stated above, being of any 
practical importance. 

In this connection Mr. Kagan pointed out that the situation did 
not seem entirely clear. According to information received from Israeli 
sour.ces, the Arabs had requested the Austrians to pledge that they would 
make no settlement with Israel. The Department, however, indicated that 
Arab demands had gone beyond that to include an embargo on any discussions 
on Jewish claims. The officials concerned expressed their confidence 
that the state Department will extend its fullest support to the efforts 
of the organizations to bring about negotiations after the February 
elections. 

Mr. Kagan stated that a decision on this point was of particular 
urgency since Dr. Bienenfeld, Mr. Jacobson and Mr. Shuster 'Were presently 
in Vienna to put some pressure on the Austrian authorities. He had sent 
a cable in tho meantime, asking thom not to approach the Austrian authori­
ties before Monday and await instructions. The presence of the delegation 
in Vienna can be fully explained in any event, since they were invited 
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by the Austrian community to attend a special ,meeting commemorating the· 
events of November 9, 193$ there. However, specific instructions would 
have to be sent to the delegation immedia:telY6 

Dr. Robinson stated that he did not feel thore was any partioular 
discropancy in the reports on the Arab demands. It was known that the 
Arabs would wish that there be no discussions on, any kind of Jewish claims, 
but the Austrians had not committed tho.mselves beyond the question of 
payments to Israel and there was no indicatiop that the initiation of 
discussions with the Jewish organizations would jeopardize Arab support 
of the Austricn motion in· the U.N. Dr. Robinson also reported that the 
Israel Consulate in Vienna was advised by its' government to press the 
Austrians not only for an invitation to the organizations but for a 
statemont regarding J~wish Claims. The Israel Government had agreed not 
to oppose the Austrian motion in the U.N. if ,such a statement were made. 

As regards the argument put .. forward by tho state Department l 
Dr. Robinson felt that itwas.erroneous on tqe following counts I 1) It 
was impossible to anticipate tho composition of the state Department in 
February or March 1953 and the Department was therefore in no position 
at this time to pledge its support at.a later date. 2) As mentioned 
before, he did not feel that oppos!tion by the Arabs was too serious n· 
thrent. 3) It has been c learly demOllstrat8~ in th!:.J past that the 
Austrians act only under pressure,. and that this is the best·opportunity 
to apply pre ssuro on them. 4) :Lastly,. there hrs been information to the 
effect that after the forthcoming elections the Social Democrats would 
be the strongest Perty so that Schaerf would. then hold the position now 
held by Fig!. S'ince Schaerf was knoWn to be opposed to the Jewish clnims, 
this would make our posii;.ion morediffj.cult. He therefore felt that 
some kind of commitment from the Austrian Government should be obtained 
now. 

Mr. Leavitt felt that if Schaerf would become Chancellor, the 
organizations would face the same problem ill this respect whether or not 
negotiations commenced right away_ . Mr. Leavitt personally felt strongly 
that the caretaker government is in no position to make any commitments, 
with elections only three months off. To start negotiations no,., would 
be to select the worst possible conditions. Furthermore it would be a 
mistake to act against the advice of the state Department; the same career 
men:.· would bo in the Department in three months as ar~ now. If wo attempt 
to force the issue at this time, we may lose everything. The Jewish 
organizations are actually in no position tb exercise any real influence 
or pressure in connection with the U.N. matter. In general, however, tho. 
organizations can only antagonize all the partios involved by persisting 
at this pOint. 

Dr. Segal folt that Dr. Robinponlsarguments might be valid if 
we were a really powerful force. Under the: circumstances, however, he 
folt we had no alternative but to abide bythEi 'Department's recommendations. 
However, he felt that the advice of the Dopartmont should be issued in 
a more formal manner than conversations ,.]i~h Mr. Kagan or Mr. Rubin and 
he suggested that a delegation go to tho Department to discuss this matt~r 
and to obtain a statement of their support after the Austrian elections, 
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Dr. Robinson pointed out, in clarification, that he had not suggested 
the organizations proceed against the Dcpartmentts wishes, but rather 
that they attempt to persuade the Department :to alter its views. 

Mr. Blaustein agreed that the organiiations should go along with 

the U.S. Government. He felt that we should advise the Department that 

we are willing to abide by their advice. At the same time it might be 

suggested to the Department that they may wish to obtain a commitment 

from the leaders of ithe Austrian Govornment that they will take action 

in this matter after elections. 


Col. Bernstein suggested that if Gen. Eisenhower indicated the 

future Secretary of state in the near future, the organizations might 

wish to discuss the matter with him. 


Dr. Goldstein stated that he was concerned with the moral 

position of the organizations in this matter~ If the organizations 

refrained from taking any action at this ti~B, might they not be charged 

\.J'ithcapitulating and giving up their moral duty to take up this matter? 

Mr. Leavitt pointed out that the position of the organizations had changed 

several times in the past. At the moment he. felt that there could be no 

question of abandoning a position, since what was here involved was mere 

strategy in selecting an opportune moment for the commencement of dis­

cussions.· As regards Mr. Blaustein's suggestion, Mr. Leavitt agreed that 

it would bo hAlpful if an agreement from the Department could be obtained, 

but he was doubtful about its feasibility. . 


Mr. Blaustein pointed out that it was partiBi11arly important that 
all efforts in this respect be coordinated. He felt that the Israelis 
must not proceed on a different line than the organizations. The IsraeliS 
should be advised of the position taken by the organizations and coordi­
nation effected. It was agreed that this was a most important point; 
that the Israelis should not apply pressure if the organizations agreed 
to hold off. . 

Mr. Goldman stated that if he felt that there was any chance of 
success by preSSing' for action now, he would favor it. However, under 
the circumstances he felt that the best policy was to heed the advice 
of the Department. Regarding Mr. Blaustein's suggestion, he felt that 
it should be put in the form that the organizations would be very pleased 
if the Department could obtain a commitment from the Austrian leaders, 
but that it should not be made a condition for complying with the Depart­
ment's recommendations, This would leave the door open for resuming 
the matter at a later date. 

Mr. Kagan suggested that the delegation in Vienna be instructed 
to meet with the U.S. Embassy officials there to discuss the matter with 
them and get their views. Mr. Leavitt felt that the meeting should make 
its decision now, in any event. He felt that the U.S. representativGs 
in Vionna would hold the same position as the Department. Mr. Kagan 
felt that there was actually no definite information of how Figl and 
Schaerf folt about negotiations at this time; Mr. Leavitt stated that 
in his opinion there was no doubt that the position of the Department 
reflected the position of the Austrian Govo~nmont. 
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Mr. Blaustein felt that there was no harm in a discussion between 
the delegation and Mr. Thompson, U,S. Ambassador in Vienna. He suggested 

,/
,I ' 

that the meeting make its deaision at this time, unless a report were 
I received from Vienna which would throw new light on the situation and 

I 
I. warrant a revision of the position taken. 

Mr. Kagan further suggested that there be informal sounding out 
of Figl and Schaerf, not through a delegatl0n but through outside contacts, 
Mr. Leavitt felt that this would be action ,that did not have to be taken 
imF.~diately. Mr. Blaustein felt that such action should not be taken for 
the time being, since it might interfere with a possible attempt by the 
state Department to get some commitment from the people in question. 

Mr. Held sUrn:r.lod up the decision re~ched as follows: The meeting 
decided to instruct the delegation in Vien~a not ,to make any approaches 
to the Austrian Government at this tiIlB. Dr. Israel Goldstein and 
Dr. Robinson opposed this motion and felt that the initial representations 
should be made to the fl.ustrians, although they agreed that no pre ssure 
should be applied at this time. The meeting decided to instruct the 
delegation presently in Vienna to confer with Mr. Thompson and get his 
opinion and views regarding the situation in Austria as it affects 
negotiations and to report here immediatel~. 

It was further' agreed that a delegation be sent to the State 
Department to discuss this problem and to ~rge the Department to secure 
from the Austrian'leaders 0. commitment to settle.this. issue after elections. 
It was also agreed to defer informal contacts with the Austrians until 
after these representations. 
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Translation 

KZ AYlSRICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMER INMATES OF CONCENTRf,TION CAMPS AND 

OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI PERSECUTION 


252 West 92nd Street, New York 25, N.Y. 

November 1, 1952 

Dr. Emil M.:::urer 
President of the 
Jewish Community Vienna 
Schottenring 
Vienna, Austria 

Dear F'riond: 

I um sending you attached a copy of my Intost communications 
which vl0 handed to the Consulate here and the Ambassador. This is for 
the purpose of giving you the right picture. From the Protocol which 
was mD.de avnilo.blc to mo, I have the iIllPrG ssion that there are completely 
incorrect conceptions regarding an agreement 1tliththe Jcwtsh organizations. 
Such an agreement roy exist among the Jewish orgnnizl)tions. I am not 
cloar \olhether tho Kultusgomcinde formed by you unconditionally ondorses 
tho Salzburg decisions of this organization, Should this be tho case, 
then you won't be in a position to appear as a ¢lecisive representative 
of our vtewpoint in Vienna.· Otherwise I would considcr it proper if 
you would Il1[',intain with your accustomed energy the dividing line which 
is contained in the memoranda, and exert your efforts that we bo instructed 
to. sond QUI' dolegates for the administration of tho fund. You will 
remember that I worked in Vienna for that aim. Only now the Jewish 
organizutions have intervened, after they have 'renounced compensation 
for Austrians in favor of Israel. Since my main front is still directed 
against Germany~ I hope that also. the Austrian government, particularly 
Messrs. Figl and Schaerf who arc vory friendly toward us, will olso 
include us. 

I hope that yeu won1tput this lottor aside, but that it will 
spur you to immediate action. In this case I h~pe to sec you again very 
Goen. Plcaso discuss the matter immediotely with the Chancellor and 
Vico-Chancellor so that I may m_D.kc my travel preparE!tions.

, I 

v/e represont tens of thousands of Austrinns, We h.·we drafts 
and proposals for the fund, values of assets, compensation, etc. which' 

would like to submit to you. 

1tlith kind regards, 

Dr. Armand Eisler 

• ,I 

; 

. '! , 

I 
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1:1' a'lattor dated Novembor 1st, 1952, to tho Austrian General consul in New York, 
Dr •. Franz Loitner, from the American Association of Former Inmates of Concen­
tration Camps and othor Vict:i..ms of Nazi Persecution. 
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The: first paragraph deals with the previous activitjf8 of the Chairman Box 1 
of the organization, Dr. Eisler, \-Iho had visited Vienna during 1949/50 and File:'i 
there visited numerous governmcnt officials. Dr. Eisler had submitted at that 
time 'an opinion on the heirless property fund proposal. He had also submitted 
to the State Department an opinion on the proposed Peace Treaty. The essence 
of his proposal was that Austria should wi thdra\<T its renunCiation for reparations 
from Germany. 

The Association thorefore points out that it :vUlS they who, already in 
1946, began the public demand for compensation legislation for damage to lifo, 
health, liberty, and economic advancement. 

The Association has made a survey of damage to victims embracing many 
thousands and for this purpose intervicn·lod hundreds' of persecutaes from Austriao 
They became the largest orga.nization caring for Austrian victims. They had 
formed a subsidiary organization under the title "-i\mcrican Association of 
Victims from Austria ll • This group is a legal entity which r8presents the 
compensation claims of neodyand aged from Austria and which is entitlod to 
represent the interests of these groups in Austria, particularly ,.nth regard 
to the funds to be established. 

They point out that the general interests of these victims fits into 
the struggle of tho Association, for compensation, which 1.-JaS above all directod 
against the German statos. The struggle has now been completely abandoned by 
the Jewish organizations, whose representatives, in Luxembourg, renounced the 
claims for compensation of victims from Austria in .order to facilitate reparations 
of a political nature, in which those organizations'are above all interested. The 
Association dOGS not recognize th8S0 treaties and is rather of tho opinion that , 

..ithe Germans have tho obligation to moet the compensation claims of Austrian victims 
Since Austria docs not demand. reparations from Germany, it would be intolerable 

. 
I 
I 

Austria would refuse to grant the salID compensation to its former nationals J 
as is granted to fOrIOOr German nationals. The Association suggests that the 
Austrian Government charge the German Government for the compensation which it 
will grant to formcr Austrian nationals. 

The Association feels slighted by the fact that only the Jm-lish world 
organizations, vlhich already sold out the interests of the Austrian groups to 
Germany, are now included in the contemplated discussions on a technical level. 
Thoy nre dismayed that the intervention of an agent of the JTA, i.e. an agent of 
Israel, was sufficient to bring about oSuch a development in Austrian politics, 
whil e tho struggle of the victims repro sentod by the Association who have done 
so much for their old country, does not meet with .such consideration. The . 
Austrian government which allowed widows to continue to suffor want found it 
proper to grant a political crodit to Israel. 

The Association fears that the proposed funds might fall into the hands 
of the organizations dependent on Israol so that, ns in the case of the JRSO, . 
the se funds ".JQuld again not reach those for which they were intended, i.e. the 
suffering, aged, ill, widows and orphans fro;m Austria, "hose intorests are our 
concern. 

The Association has now prepared a draft of 'a fund law and a gonoral:,'] 
I 

compensation law, Hhich, while maintaining a recour'se to tho Gorman states, , ,,.·.,1 
, expD,nds the application of the Federal Law of 18. July 19,52' (7. Opfer-Fuersorge- ':: ..>,' ,j 

, .' setz - No:volle) and extends it to those who- Hero ~driven out~ 33:·7:977 ......." :i 
.: .. . '" ..' :..... . ..•.... " : '.' ....:""'~ .". ". ".,' ..: .. (" 

-'. /'.. ',-:,,,,,,,"' ,).- .......~;...,--':...-. ~ --- -- ---~ . .,.;. 
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) ( j ~ I fMEMORANDUM 
! 

'1'0:' Organizations cooperating on Austria 

FROM: Saul Kagan 

1) The following is the text of the JTA dispatch froTI Vienna concerning 
possible negotiations v1it,h the Austrian Government: 

II AU S,rnIAN CABINET BACKS OUI OF REPARJ,TIONSTALKSvJITH JE,lS 
: 

VIENNA, Nov. 11. (JTA) .,...,.. Despite assurances by Chancellor 
Leopold Figl and 'Foreign Minister Karl Gruber that the Austrian Govern­
ment was prepared to st[!rt, discussions on Jewish reparations claims 
with representatives of' rojor Jewish organizations, it was, announced 
here today that the C2.binet had definitely decided not to undertake 
such discussions. 

An official announcement said that the decision was taken in view 
of the fact that the present government considers itself provisional 
and does not want to initiate any binding agreements until after the 
national elections early next year. It was indicated thet Foreign 
Minister Gruber will explain to Je"Iish organizations in'the United 
States the roason for the postponement ..Then he arrives in Ne:w York 
early next month. 

Observers here believe that the reason for the postponement is 
that the two leading parties - the Peoples Party and the Social 
Domocratic Party - which compose the CrbinGt do not want to antagonize 
non-Jewish voters during the election campaign. The government is 
also afraid that Arab delegates at tho Untied, Nations may vote against 
Austria during the debate on Austria's fato at the Unit0d Nations next 
TIonth, should tho ~ustrian Cabinetagroe to discuss the pa~nt of 
reparations to Jews." I 

I 

I 
2) Weare now awaiting a detailed report froD Dr. Bienonfeldt, 
Mr. Jacobson and ~~. Shuster who, as you know, were in Vienna during 
the' past weeko 

Saul Kagap 
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CONFI DENT l.ill, 

MINUTES 
~, ; 

Meeting of the Or~;anizations Cooperating 

on Austrian Problem!3 

Tuesday, October 21qt, 1952 

Present.: Mr. lvTar ce 1. Fran co 
Mr. Adolph Hold 
Dr. Eugene Heve si 
Mr. Saul Kagan 
Dr. George Landauer 
Dro Nehemiah Robinson 

. i 
I 

, Mr. K8gap reported on a ne,,' development ..,hi ch had been conveyed by cable 
from Vienna. He had been Ildvised that the Austrian Government w.... s planning to 
extend, for an()therye~rt the filing detldline for individual restitution claims. 
Unlike in Germany, the filing deadline in Austria, 1I,hicp 1,ra!'l d.ue to 8jQ)ire only 
at the end of this Novemb('~rt i;,::we claimants a filinf(period of 5~ Yfmrs. The· .. 
danger of such a step is that the Austri~.I.ns mif;ht wei:!: use it to stYl1'/th0 ef­
fort s of the or.o;ani zatinns to claim heirless property t on· th",) pretext that< no 
claims for heirless property could. be allo".,ed until A.II }losgible 'individuAl cla,iins 
had been received.. Tlr. Heve'si pointed out th!).t Dr. Schaerf lk-id i3.ctually used 
this argument to ob,ject to the heirless property prof-;ram. in hisdiecussj,ons 
",ith Mr. bl'\lOlll.r. Up9n Mr. HeIdI s que sti0 lJ" Mr. Kag:m pointed out tn,').t tht~ SituD.­

tion in Germarw had been differ",nt. The JR~O hr'ld c n nolud!:1d its bulk settlom0nts 
lonp-; after fl.ll individual olaims had been filed, and :r.lI'J reG!~rds the Hague settle-. < 
ment. this h<).d been cnncluded \>Tithout any reference to arvlaw permittil1f; -elle 
filing of individual cll'tims. Mr. Kagan felt that this rl'.ove of the Austrie-ns put < 
the organiz-3.tions in .'1 difficult position. ' 

Dr. Robinson felt that the or,:~ani :lat ions haci only on8 possible approach, 
i.e. they should strtte thl1.t they "fere notoppostld to 'an 0xtensi6h of the filing 
der:l.dline but th"l.t they "fOulct. not recognize it !l.S I'ln e:&:cuse for' the dei'1Y of nego­
ti",tions on heirless property. 

-Mr. Kqgfl.n reported tlm. t he had discussed the matter N·ith the Austrian Desk 
of tht~ ;:3t" te Department. The Depn.rtment had previously indion.ted thl1.t they "FOuld 
not support a request foX' ::tn extension of the < ct.e"lct.line. 'After discussiI1{'; the me,to:­

1tel' with Mr. K8g~. the Dero, rtment agreed to ,sugge at the following npproach to 
Itheir peol)le in Viennn.: "\vhile this is ~ nice gesture on the part <of the Austrians, ,I

it can be assumed that most of the indiv:idUr"'tl claims ~'we alrGl'l.dy been filed, and 'ithe DepartmelJt "fOuld be di sturbed 1f such "1. development would adversely ::tffect ne­ ,I 
gotiations on heirless prop8rty ~" Such 11. stl'J.tement on'the part of the J'ep,':'..rtmen t 'i 
is actually [-l,ll that could be expf1 cted. ­
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Mr. Kllglln further pointed out thJ:tt the question Md been r~ised wh0ther 
repr,~qentn.tions should be mllde in Vienntt it.$elf, Furthermore, since the :British 
were ~ppqr~ntly instrument~i in requesting the filing extengio~, Jqcobson had 
cl"lntqcted .the people in London I'\.nd Mr. Kqgn,n 'V;as cl')llcerned 1:l.bout the rl::t.ture of 
the reprc!3ent::tt1ons which might be 1!\.'"\de there. As regn,rds direct representh.tions 
in Austrill, Mr. KflJ<;l'ln felt thllt ~lny representn.tions m<'.de in Austria tod..-V could 
not be considdred informlll but would become form::tl ~ctiona of the orgl'\.nizations. 
He felt thqt the org::tnizl'ltions must at all cost avoid the impression, vis-a.-vis 
the Jem sh public, toot they were opposing the extension of the filing deadline. 
Dr. Robinson felt thAt this might be best counteracted by a statement of the or­
gl'l.niz"1.tions tl:k'1.t the Jll::ttter of an extension of the filing dsndline was irrelevant., 
since the orplllizntions would in any event indemnify l~.te claimllnt s, as the JR':;O 
~d~ne. ' . 

Mr. Held st"".ted that in his opinion the amount ofaIW bulk sett lement would 
not be "lffl3cted by cl::tims Which wouid come in In.ter. and that the Austrinns would 
probably not make F.lny deductions, l').S the German Lr~e'nder M.d done.. He felt that 
the' '1IDount which the Austrians would consent to Jlf\Ywould be a small one" well 
within their means. For the time being they should' SiMPly be ~dvised thnt the 
orgB.nizlltions would not recognize any interference in tr..e negl')ti~tions beC1:'.use 
of the extension of the de'1dline. It was alsO '1greed tM.t SOMe' repres611t;.tions, 
of l!\n or:u nF.lture, should be l'!lJ:tdc; to the Austrians by someone on the I3pot. poesibly 
Jerry J'lcobson ~na someone from London. It "".<1.13 decided not to involve Dr. \~eis 
in such Infl.tters in order not to complicate his reIn tiona \\flth the Austrb.n gov- . 
ernmentlll agencies whose cooper'ltion 1s essential for the survey of heirless pro­
perty. 

The second problem before the meeting concerned the question of the .invi ta­
tion'3 by the AustriTm gcwernment to ne~oti~te. ApP".rently the Austril'\n Consult:'.te 
h"ld received a report frnm the FC'lreign Ministry to the effect that there hnd· been 
~ discussion in the Cnbinet about three weeks n~Ot discussing in principle the 
prnblem of negotin.tions with the org~niz"ltinns, but that '1t th'1t time there h~d 
been no definite deciainn to issue invi t::ttinns. It is no"', 'llleged that the 1nvi­
t"ltinns ",rill be considered flt n. meeting of the' CI1binet on October 28th, '1lthough 
the reports on this do not "lll c('lincide. Mr. K.qg"1.nfelt th::tt the organizt:J.tions 
would h'\ve to decide ,,'hn t l!\ctinn to t!).ke if no invitat ion was forthcoming on the 
28th. The AUstrian Government is pl~ing fnr time. 

Dr. Rnbinson suggested t~t we not even wl'l.it until the 28th. He felt that 
somel')n~ should to to Vien&~ ~t once and m~ke renre~entqtinns. They could b~so 
them on ->cIk'1erf' siofficial st~tement th~t f). deciSion regardizlg negotil"ttions had 
been r0'1ched severnl weeks ngo. He felt thnt the AU9tri~ns nre issuing '1 gre~t 
del1.1 of publicity regl'1,rding forthCOMing negntiI1tirms, 'Vri thout <1ctunlly being 
prepared to enter into negoti'ltions. Mr. Held sugfd;6sted th'lt when Mr. J.'1cobson, 
or whoever else wns desig&'1ted, went to Viennn on the mntter of the filing dend­
line" he could take up this issue 11.190 "lnd thnt defini te I'l.rrangements should be 
m!).de fnr 1 or 2 pe0ple to be in VienM, fin the!'le mB.tters within the week. Dr. 
Heved pointed out thqt if such reprl"sent~l.tions were m"',de before t'\.waiting 
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developments on the 28th. we might be in ~ positinn of h~ving spent tno such ar.­
muni tinn on this questinn. It t'T:l s felt, hOl/leVer, th~t prtst development s completely 
justified such 11. step. It "Tq9 decided thl1t rt dehf':f.l.tinn be sent tnVienn.::-.. to 
nbtl1in the· dsfinite position of the Austrian Government on negotil1tinns. It 1Ilo.S 

cile'lr th!).t W0 must force the Austrian bmd before it is tno ll'l.te. 

Dr. L.~nd.auer st"lted thl3.t in his opininn the entire l'I.pprol1ch of endolJ.voring 
to nbtf.l.in aninvitl1tinn Wf.l.S.f.l. mist'3.ken one. He felt tlw.t the nrg'lnizatif)ns should 
first formulr.tte .sp3cific demf.l.nds I1nd thenfnrrnnlly present them to the Austrian 
government. He felt tMt this w~.s the accepted procedure in ml3.tters of this 
snrt I3.nd that there was' no rel1l pOint in atte~pting to secure an invitl1tinn to 
"negnti!).te" without hf.l.ving stqted the demands t)rhich. I1rc to be negntil3.ted. Mr. 
Kf.l.gf.l.n pOinted out that last May qn nfficil1l memnrl1.ndum M.d been hl1nded to the 
Austril1n Ch~ncellor by q delegl1tinn representing the fnur nrgqnizl1tin ns t generally 
"utlining tho I!v:ljor demands of the nrgl\nizatinns. To this date not even an acknow':" 
ledgment of this mem"lrl1ndum h'ld been received frnm the Austrian Gnvernment. Mr. 
Kqgl1n furthor strtted th<1t tht, (')rg"'tni z"ltions were in the process of cnllect~ng 
m"l.terVllin order to fnrmul~te their chims as precisely ~s posc;ible, but thE).t on 
the basis of p.'lst experience it h"1.d been c()nsidere~ best to preso.nt this mntoriai 
in actual negotiatinns wi th representr:ttive s raf the Aus tril).n government. 

Dr. Robinson reported th~t he had Md discussions with snme 19r11oli repre­
sent1.tivos regarding the prnblem of the Austrian issue in tho UN I).nd the diffi­
culties with thE) Arllbs. The Austri"lns ",ere trying .to obtnh Il vnte in the Assembly 
fav"ring their independence and pre asing the Ruasains to remnve the nbsto,cles in 
the '''f:tY of the cnnclusi()n of the Pellce Trsl:1ty. Since such a step ...rould be of pri­
ffi"lry import0.nce for internal AUstrilln pOlitical matters, it would be t:H:lsontial 
to h"lve the Assembly PIlSS nn this issue with an overwhelminr!, najority, Ilnd the 
votes of tho Arab.,..Asian bl(')c (12-13) .would therefore be (')f greatest inportance. 
The Arabs had made their 9upportcnndit in!lP,.l on a pledge by the Austrians that 
they will make no payment s to Israel. It is not clenT whether the Arabs also 
dem'3.nded toot 00 payments be fll,.'1.de to any Jewi sh grl')ups, Md it seems indicv,te.d 
that the Austrians .would nnt cleqrly cOl!lr1it themselve s on the l~t tar. Tho posi... 
tion of the 18rl'l.elis in the fll,.'1tter hI1d been that they woul<l not demand any re­
pllrA.tinns pB;Yments from' Austria. As regards the issue of Austria I s independence, 
they WOuld be inclined tn favor it if they could 0btain a c0f''lmitment from Austria. 
thllt they are prepared tn s1.\feguqrd the interests of persecutees. It WqS not 
clear whether Israel would or would not ml1.ke ~ specific st",tement on this point 
or "Thn.t type of assurllnces it would request of the,Austritlns. These ml1.tters 
wnuld depend nn further developments. "lnd Dr. Rnbinson suggested tl:v.'1t close 
li'2iMn be mtdntained wi th the I ~r"telis in this C0nne ction. 

In this regnrd Mr. Kf.l.gf.l.n WqS cnncerned :<tbout ('Ina ~.rtieul.'1.r point. He felt 
thl1.t it might be approprhte to h<1.ve the nffieil1.l :pnsi tinn of the U.S. government 
nn Je"'Tish pGrsecutees frnm AUstri~ cnnveyed t!"> the. Arqb delegl'J.tif)ns. thr0ugh the 
U.S. de18g:<ttion. He felt that the orgl1niz,q,tinns c("Iuld not c!">me nut with n, public 
blR.st 'lga-inst Austrill. in this connectinn, since it: w(')uld pl<1.ce them in #\position 
of being lined up 1,rith the Russian bloc, but he felt th,q,t they should llse the 
chl1nnel of the U.S. delei;l'\tion tn bring hor::e their: pOint. 
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The meeting decided tM.t Dr. Rnbinson s}'l.rlUldr.l~intl'l.in lirt1son\fith the 

Isr~elis on this problem. 


Mr. Kagan next reported on the I3.ctivities of Dr. Armrtnd Eisler, a former 
Austril3.n, who headed ~ sl'!l.tUl group nf forme'r cnncentraticm camp victims. Dr. 
Eisler was a wan ()f very difficult :person~:\li ty. and although his group was very 
small hG had caused cons1der~ble difficulty" to the organizations in the :Past'~ 
even in the negotiations with Germrtrw •. Dr. EislerhRd now prote&ted to the 
Austri"l.n Government against the prnpnsed invitl\tions to the organizations, cb.."\rging 
thllt they did not represent Austrian refugees~ While Mr. Kagan :f'elt thr.'1.t there 
could be no cooperf1.tion with Ei sler' sgroup, this ~id point up the need for in­
cluding some kind of Austrinn refugee group in these deliberations. The diffi ­
cuI ty heN w!':',s that, ublike the German JeWJa, the Austrian Je'>lS did not hRve one 
overallworl&-wide organi Z"l.t ion. In this country tl].ere was the AmericlCtnFE)dern­
tif')n of Je'l'TS from Austri"l..with which Mr. Kagan .h'ld had some dealings. The re­
ports.he had received on this group r~d been good.' He had been dealing with a 
])r. Gudem.-::t,nn. 'liTho seened to be f'\. relCtsonable and sensible individual. He was the 
son of the former Chief ~bbi of Vienna f1.nd headed: the Austrian congreg~tion in 
New Yl)rk. Other names which he had received. were those nf Prof. Herbert Elias. 
Prr):f'. Siegfried AltmAnn ~d Mr. Egon ]ergsori~' A Dr. Jellinek I'lnd a Dr. StiassIW ' 
were ~lso menti~ned. Mr. Held fel; th~t there seemed to be no doubt that there 
woudl h"l.vO to be some Austrian refugee particip(l,tion in these meetings. and Mr. 
Franco concurred. Mr. Kagl'ln reported that nr~ GoldmlCtnn h~d stqtedt~~t such a 
group should be included if it appeqred necessl3.ry., 

I 
, . 

After further 
, 

discussion 
. 

it was decided that' Mr. Kagan would discuss this 
m.-:ttter with the represent"ltive"l nf the Austri::tn refugee.a.ssnci<lti.l"lns in order to 
secure from them the deaign,"ttinn of a "representl:\tive ll individual, They should 
alsn ~ttempt to get in tnuch with Parall~l ()rg::tniz'1tif'ns in En;;hnd and Israel 
t'i nbtaintheir conCUrrence, Mr. Kagan stated th~t there Wl\S I'l.n nrgl'l.nization 
of Former Austril'l.n Jurists which was not included ;among the organizations affi ­
lhted with the 'Americqn Federt'l.t.ion, of Je .../s from Austria, since they did not re­
strict their membership tn Jews. Members of this group had been very helpful, 
hotorever, and Mr, Kngan sug~sted that the AustriM grClup might wish to avail 
themselva s of repreqentatives of the Austrian ,Jurists for the purpose of techri,i ­
cl'll discussions. 

Dr.Robinson felt thl\t it might be importl\nt to include Dr. Siegfried ~lt­
mann in these discussions, .since he felt Dr. ll.ltmann , had a position Clf consider­
able influence al":'.ong the Austrian group, particularly i'tJ!l/"Illg the group of well 
known Austrian' scientists and other renowned figures. Dr. Robinson further stated, 
for the record. that the various ~ustril'l.n organizations existed mairily on paper, 
r:::l.ther than in terms o:f' ~ctiva membership. 

Mr. Kagan reported t~~t some problem~ bf'I.d alre~dy I'I.risen reg~rding requests 
by otherorganizl'!.tions to participate nn the Austrian,problems. The Agudas had 
requested participation qnd bf'I.d also seen the Austrian Ambassador in London. 
Furthermore the Anglo~Jewish Association had approached the JDC with a request 
for participation. Mr. Franco reported that he had also Md a letter from the 
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Anglo-Jet"ish Assnciatinn f\nd that he h~d tt'lld them tMt he wt'l',J.ld keep them inform­
I'l.lly 'ldvised of developments: Mr. Franen inQuired \'rhether there were any real 
I"lbjectirlns to adrni tting itdditil")nal orgn.nizl'l.tinns. Mr. Kf\gl'l.n felt personally 
that there were no su'C!l nbjectinns, but thl1t mt:1.tters:were in such a pre:p::).r~"t0ry 

stqge that it WI'l.S difficult tn set up a re:li structu're t:1.t this time. Nevertho.:­
less snme kind of'rer-tctinn tn these requests sh0uld cr.me nut nf this meding. 
Mr. Held felt persnnally that these organizqtions would be admitted eventually; 
but that the meeting shnuld nnt take a deeisinn in this matter at this time. 
Mr. Kf'tgB.11 Slggested th0the write tn the nrgA.nizatinns in questinnt advisiilgthem 
thA.t no invit;qtinns h-'1d yet .been received tf' hegotil'l.te with Austria and that their 
applications would receive cnnsideratinn as anon as the situatil"ln had devell"):ped 
,further. 

MT.Kagan repnrted tMt.Dr~ ~veis had arrived in Vienrul for the pur};ose of 
the heirle ss prnperty survey and hA.d submitted'a prelimin"l.Ty report. It' appeared 
thr.tt there. wnu1d be snme expenses invnlved in Austria, in the amount of 12-15,000 
Schilliiigs,and th:'1t snme mark expenses might also be needed. Mr. Kn.gB.11 stated 
that it was his understanding that the AgenCY wnuld'share these. expenses "li th the , 
JDC. Dr. IJandaue·r confirmed this but st"l.ted thP.t Dr. Weis should be, requested, j 

to su'bmit a budget, . tn 'be apprnved in anticipatinn. , He did nnt raise any objeo­ I 
tirm'to the nmount requested, 'but felt th-'1t n budget was an indispensa'ble step.. i 

:·1 
! 

I' 
j 

li 
j, 

I·
d 
,I
" 
1! 

I: 
.' 

.,., 
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Ilastitut ionlagislf,;bion in Austria 

~i:tr;) .f'rovisiona,l Am'ltriarr Go't"err,L'llent~ uhich took O~"Ol' :f.'rqm the German 
Heieh ;L":l lqr,;·.il, 19t,5~ re&liz~d i'l."Orti t.he begir..ning that restitu'cion 'would be 

onG of itll3 .maill probJ.'-i'lnlS. '.t'bi?Y;efol's, it ptJ.ssoo sl:werallaws on the s'Ub~eot 
'«.1~ i"JU1',ly as Jfiy, 19L~5. Anb:me ·these ~f;(;r3 the so-c~1D.ed Public ,Adf,)1niatrator's 
ia'!:l ~ which ,Pl~c.l/ided .for publ:lf.: !;I.dmi..llJ.at.mtion hr IJl'('perty i-!hich \."as aryanizad 
or cOilfiooated. d.url1l(~ the Nat.loP2.1 SOciLl11at "cctlp:'ltion of Austria~ tho Hegi~ 
tra;tion of. Propar·t.y rav(, and t·h~:l &ti'oguarding of F'rOperty IaN.. Some of these 
latHl viel"e not tLnanimortsly approved by tl;re Allied' Counoi1 and had to be tdthdrawn. 

DcI,Hoon l~ho .::;~.eetion in 19.54 \,'h:tohwas' a f~at defov:t, to the Communists 
in Au~rhria; tlnd t,he r'f:ri:.ii'iCti.t:i.on or' a new Control Agreemont on ~Tune 28, 19.M~, 

:\no ltl\'lS 1:191':) pa;;f.ied lJe~:.use of t.he requirer.'lant, of unanimoullJ B.Pl)I'ova.l by thE) . 
Allied Council. The no\'I Contrvl Jig!"eement of' June 28, 19/..6,. provi(1ed in \ 
Article 6 for the so-called automatio f.4ppr(,l~l of a 18w 'Jtt.hin .31 drays unless . 
all IPou!' Elt'Zlm'dnts ')bjeotGJto it. After the In.aS;'\1ge of the ne\-l Control Agree­
m~mt ~1o·\r~')l"c!11f:H;Jl.S Oil x'OI:1'titntloIl "Wore pro!1lu].gat(~d. The most lrnportant 01.' these 
\-Jas LEtH No. 100 ax 191..6; dealing with. the atmuj.h.lfE'ut of .leg'ell acts and other' 
legal matters effected during the period of 'the Germu.r~ occup':t.tion of Aust~r1:rl: for 
the I)t<rpoIJo 0:1:' political a:nd €loonorlio f'cnetration or the Germn Reich. These 
nota Here dS3it,;ned to depriv0 individuals orcorpo~ting 01>mers or thei:r> ,proper­

, ty rights as they exiotod ~fore the Oermnnooclll».1tion. In addition the 
Aust.rian !Jal"littlOOnt pi:ll.s;1od a new riagistrai:.ion l,::M (J..Qw ~kj. 150 ax 19l~6), a 
Pub~ic Administra.tor I slaw uith sEn'r)ral by-la"J~ Which provides for the appoint... 
niGnt of public flc1mi.nif;rtr<.rtol's and public controllel"f3 in ordo1' to anGUl.'e an 
'0"";1,,,,,,,',,,, ·-·~'d l""t"':u'l -)":00"'''''''' 0'" "'e,,,,tl.'·b·t·' en' ('lIY.:! to p-'~lOn';' ~lJl'''';;''~'~<:':I',&"",,,..J r,\',.\,- '-'''j:' -'_ .l.. i~ t/"JhJ .;.. 10.)' ..... I~ _ I .~t D...4 ' ot......." ;";.,,,.. AVV. 


Seven restitutio:n !aHS ware paflBOO.. 'lhey wenu 

(1) J~Jll:...)}F>B·ti·~.on ..T-¥H (lew llo.156 ax 1946) regulatinfJ: the 
reetj:brti011 ,d nl:1Qn.at~3d property prflssntly aclIrLird.storE)d hy the Au;;)'crit~m. Govern... 
trJcnt 11:3 D r'Grmlt of tho Anllul:l1tf..'lrrc .La\l1 No. 106 ex 194Pc:H,ed above. 

(2) 3@!4fJBd Imsitltllti9!1..U:li (ww r~o. 53 ax 194rl) eonceraing the 
restitul~j.o.n (')1' t,..lienac.i:X1 property tho title to: which had passed '00 tha Austrian 
GO't'\;)l'IlI~n·t. •'. 

cn 1:1J.i ll\ ..1!!an.ttMt~n k1l:!. (let,) No._ 5/.. ex J!j47)oonoortlinf~ the 
refrtltu'tiol1 ()J~ ali!:HlIlted l'eaJ. and IlfJl·QOlls1 Pl'O~l'ty no¥/ in tho rmnda of !iI'ivat,e 
persons, corporations, etc. This is the most importrurli of a~l tr.te restitution 
la\W, ~'H:.> it, deals with the axtl'(nt1a~ "omplicat!3d le~l problems involved 'wl19~'l 
the property r:tghtn of 'thH o:dg:tn~laWl'ler (alttirlt::''\lrt) ooni'Hot 'Jllih tho property 
rights o.r the prelSent ()1JtlOT. . 

(1;.) l~:rJ.Q ~t:i.t!u!;i.2...\l..1*'llt (1614 XJ() ...14.3 ex 1947). This concerns 
the ri;,~-!'egJstration of the n;'S\rnes of fir:iP..S 7Nhtc'h~under -tbe Hntional Sociallst 
P!'9SI11.1:t"e, h:':'1.v'(;: hv.:m cht:L"'lgtld or deleted. 

(5) JI'if111P...e;lt :1.trrt1.9.,!i.. IA.ii (r....9'1;1 No. 164 t"-x 191..9) CQnG"e:r'!l iug resti­
tution of dj.Orom:Y.;l5,sod properly of jnridical parsons doprived of thei:" lOLl'8.l 
statLls u..'1O.er Na.zi opp!'0ssicn .. 

(6) S~1 82st1tut1fLl\. ~ (un1 lQo. 199 ex 19L}9) ooncern~~ the 
rest1.tt'ltil.):n. of :tndustrial property rights (Patent Tl"Ulcio/,brks; atc .. ) ~ and 
f~.l~~B . 337984 
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(,/ ) ~1}C.~~~U~;...l't£ ~;,!~·~J~J.1.~1s:li~~l (I1f.~ ~.J, J~o a ;:'(17 I~Y:< Jf)l~9 ) cen.en,;:ri,:t!:I{~ ~~hr:; 
as,;lGrc:.'i.oL 0/ tlb'_~liD.hcd O:\:' )_U'lf:l1:Cj.J_l(~d c'i.D:1f!l.~; u,:1t):inr; u,m:18r 0:mplo~lr;~?,nt, c()ntr~~cte 
witJl Pl~:.tvU.to ~~~"j'L0:C,;:.r:LJlD{;~. 

J.\ll t.ile ~-!.fvrerneI~t;·l.on[)(l Qf:l\7c:fl l'"t!."J.~·.rt}_t;lrt.r:t~)lt. J.f;t11fj iI/81\:; :t:::·~lJJ.~;::JP'.,;.ntt::(~ 't-\~? 'vn:t"l~'" 

01{S lu~~i;:~, C.l"J~:: j .. u::l~lcer.1, O~~... tJy-I,11JS 10 

'r.~:\3 AU':lt:CJ.Cl.rl Ccr}·e!·lUj:i~~~,~,·t r·u:r-t,1:.f~!i) 1)Lt~3DB(1. G0ViDl'ltJ. In~J:p dCHir;~:rl::~ti to uZlclo 
inju:-·r~ices OOllb1i't,ted dl.u""ing tJ16 :N,lZ,i ()Cr;lJ.IJ!rti.c!'l of J\V.stI~~lt. Tbe ~no:r~Jl :tiJIIJO;,,·t.a?rt~ 
ones i-ll:l'):-,;:', ~ 

., f .... J .-J \(~L) ~1~t£-,>..pJj;:,fmjl.~~:J..~l:Lrr.~~f,1~~...di2lL ( LJiIj,! kJr). 1.60 G)~' ..1.~).t+! J (:~OXH!'r):r.i1J7Jg ..::..})~) ~\~)... 

a:Cill1:10JrH~2}rt't, of' fo:ttt,jl~ 0fT(P~t.O~·()(';~ \~11.10 h~~.d ::ifY:(;1.1 c1:i.r;e~'.lftr!,Jei~·~zl l.J;-ldf):r. l'J.':~·t.i()jjt.iJ. ~3G:.;:i~\3J.st 

i)lX·.} .;:t~H r!'~!;J ~ 

( ;).) Ir",,,~ 'J-l[j+"L''''"~ \"{j'Ii"'''II'''' ""'J (Tq:u 1,3(", 1~1') r1X 19l,;7) UOllGCr;li.l1p; the~ ~,.:.",-".!_'t~~,,,,,::,";;:.;o;.,,,~.,,,,,_A<!..;',._ -'."," -. r," ~" _J,I, 

crlrd B.11t:t p:e:lv·i:1:~rJod '~:"'~:'~)~'Clnal:rt tj!': "rl~t:il'o/~3 {)f i:l~:.~O Btl~lJ[:;t~1~3 fol' !.l i"'l'i} I;; ~~l~·)i':~ (~~lt~;.G~ 

n!l/3.:tl,:! ;Lilst,]~J... a tlJld -L.!.i.::~ "iiic ti~n;:i of )0 Ij:·i~ical p:C·O~:~~~~·~u~jietj a 

',.r,:}r, '" !l_;l,~_;l'" ,1-',,:,'-;_'" ";,, ",; OJ t'!i+thl !.; ;'-"')-V-'11'> {-'he. i\." 1,"""- T'~ "..., r~"Y"';)"'V:l' 'ff"t'o>'l'!"- -:;'-1" ",,,,,"J ·"·"'V'-" -'V' "l~ ~ __ " .. v ;..; ..1_-.~ .. ~ 10. ...... '..,I... ".~:.J~. L",JI, ".~.L~ J t..\ ~J '''~~~ '~'J•.I,.... ...,J ...: Y ..•t., " ~..., .1:.., '" J. ....... ~ v .. , :"'. "\<,."1... \;;.,11... ...... 


so..CC'.11EHl tie-t:O>;:;';USi\';l' L.9..1.:S, \>il!id1 (~on(;I31"!~l':;:~r(,Jlutlon of l)_l'r.:·pel'ty' to F)lltical 
f_'·"_.-.'--'t.,'",,,,.. ,,_;:; (~,_'''L ';-J'~.,',';c;" '~"".-.'~Y \ ;-""r~ ":l"'nn""!'-'d "'~l,,~"'i '19 t,~~·,,, '''~••,,;)] 1,.,.,1 nchu'';'ct~'l''; "'C, "'Jc','] 'l'f'u'''~'... "'" .I...... ' 1I1.J,.. ""J. i.J~,; ..-l;J ~\v.t. ~ ~. ".t,l~' . 'II C.J .... -,J, ~oIo. {',.;,I ~.l .. I.: ... :.1'..../ "" .•~ .... ,'"" ... h._ ............1'0\ -.t:)t~/~ . _ ..L . ~';)..., 


ref:~irrlfl 1934. tc 1938. 

As enn ~\.i~: ;!;~;m fr(Jiii -t;t;''} ~'bov1f) d,ted l"lt!S; mOfl't, of the r'E'Hltltutiou ltn19 
\!l!fl'a !;.~l~~~~U:..1. :iJl 19li/") 1:1.1'ltl 19J~'?:~ Lu)~l Gtj'v·€)j~8.1 i.n ;J~j/)3 [tXld 1~#L:~<). l:n t;h~J elf;:ctiol1:? 
of .19/:.9 t]'~e ))(j~_:ttlc.~~j. r;t~:r·'t:J.o-3 c::.l:nri~:,:1.gn.f>{;i :~0:':' ~fhe 1!U+;:Y(:J (tf fOl'ltfJl-- Ne:tl()D~ll 

~~~~l~~:I~~~:Y-i~~~;'~'(.'~\;;::~~~~c~~_~ ,,;~~~~ii':~::;:~l:_~':.l_~~·:~t):~:~~ ~~i~~,rft';\;~'~!:i~:;;;;.~}}~;t;:~:{~l~~Qp~::~j{!_ 
m$nt i'o.jJ,od to net on t.he B-V, Ti.C~-r\~:l,trrt:tG\ l;9,\J f!o(lc;crnit::r: x'G:-~t:ltut.ion to JO;3,;3f) 

I:loldq, (n'i"tOI;S ~.tIld ~'li~;u~:.:··tiH~Gl;.tS) dCtlI).i.~,:;' -b},'lG ~E\l.ot; tli8.t· r~}n.t1Y"''' ~Tel"::~ CH.pjlot {~$t })3.ck 

the:l.r hOli:i$S ('ind hi.l(~ to mid ::,.tiD o,.::cd.>':L:n;i.') tCi ltv,,; 1n ;ita~fJ qW;1.rtEtTS "fh5.10 ~iha 
m....y"mizf:rs enjoytxl -the pr'iv:ilag,~ ,ye :u.v:tnt; 111 ap:-u-.t".1Ylf-mte und :nmrdl11:~' flhops for 
which -thoy bad pa:td i;JrEwf~.1.(;:9.11;/ no c(.)nlr;'~m~';t.1t l.bn 0 

S0ver:;11 ati;Slllpf.. iJ were ;;:adc tc HI;:;':Hld t!:~1) ~i,';) J.J--d Hcstitution LH.~" II all ()f 

llhich t'18{'1) dofna (;eel. dur3 to -l:;h,:'l ;:;trcne poolM.ot: t,:'!2,;en by 1~h$ U. S. Ino~r.erlt. 'l'hE~ 
la,;,,*':· !}.l.:;~ef;~rt lJt.l3 t.he enncttllont of tr.\0 ao-c~J.lcd ,~~E.....~,,,cq1.l:t.sit:i.\:.:n I.'rn" (l)1;I,:'Hileii m'1 
Jill·!' 1'-; iCi"C) {;~j t.1"" l\ .. ""I.... ~"n l",:' ...,'l~"""'<'Hlt) 'lll._-",_~n 'l"'I'l' \j~~'" 'tl'l" ""U,I·.4.""",,';·"'I' +0" 1'}-'f,,'>'- .....·-11 ~"" ...t..-I' ",fIo..l ,4... • 1.'\;.0' .t,.\1,J V.hi ........ "- ... -\.01.. ......t.,¢.•.u~.",,o "' .... _ ~ •.!~", ...:t....,. ~ 4<01 "'~,.J"t... Q';J~", "" ._,) JJif,# 


G.t'iginl),l Hardship l:und Le.'I;1 f)f 1950 '!.Jhieh Has not ~:m1:v411t.tGd t,o j:"<.U'lial:1f,m"~ b~cause 
o:~ Ijrc't~~~rj.Js ·rI¥.\d~ by {}e!.~'-tt,t:tl :Keye~J, 'tIle11 U0 3 ,: I!igJ~ COjniui~i1iorHJ:r' ().f Allst,r:lfi., 
The 1?B~"''3.cqtd_sitior\ L'iH hr.l.d -thI\~e pr,.I.l..-f;s; 

PAb~.' ! IJ!'ovided the.-t p'.!:l'sons Hhn h~]d ,t.,o '.L"el:Lnqu:tshproperty ao a 
result ()f a spr~clfic GerIJ:l!ln la:H and h6.ve Th)t had ifi !':;)$!"cd T.tro ent.it led to 
'r"~')!.l.cquil"(;) pro1x;!'t;:r-i-ihioh th.;\y i 'f"harlO3Sh'f.:3, lileY 1:;",',/1.') or had to restore in con·.. 
nQet:1.on t-dth ~.l rsst,it.ut1o:n judgment. 

~~. G(~(::'J:.'d 1Y1~:; t,{) l~ilf::r II J arrft'.Iliz~rs Df ellt-0rprl~os nll"Jady N;:rtitut,3d 
l~···<]~cq.U:: ...TO ~:n:li.~l1 1.:f t1J.e t.:1!'.lnl~~:r'f~ woro i'lind~'lJte-dll. 

337985 

http:nQet:1.on
http:Ijrc't~~~rj.Js
http:c(.)nlr;'~m~';t.1t
http:i;JrEwf~.1.(;:9.11
http:li~;u~:.:��tiH~Gl;.tS
http:3G:.;:i~\3J.st
http:l'J.':~�t.i()jjt.iJ
http:AU':lt:CJ.Cl.rl
http:as,;lGrc:.'i.oL


YIVO RG 347.7 
AJC (FAD 41,...46) 
Box 1 File 2 

1,Jh~n 't..he j:t(1-~-~1,.i.;;tr!...cL(riffi~:t~r"JIl IJ~l!;,J ~'t)¢~ J,)tJ.i,~D<rHl:l 't~bf} it1.t:ltr.:Ln.tl (2'.:~__~~) 

P!l::ll'.l0ili,hl"Bd U) AriUrflfi'h~r I.fnm in frr1ro:t'" of :tmp:L::L~m,tGoNazll,n. '1'11(;):'/ 1)::r'\~l ,7..:U of 
~\ c,::a'll:dji:t;utlu!·!~~!.l !I.e;~~!l,r~.\ 8.ru1;'1 ,tlJ~}:tw(l.t·o~!J:;;, f~l\e jl.-da:y~ t.1~ IJJu.it o.n X'J:n"!it~c(t 1);1 
Article 6 oi' \;he (;':'mli:l::'ol Ar,X'floment, did not. apl~J:j. '1'0 cttl-te -tf\(;t~Y' . not b~an 

t 'j '. r, _." , " .. ,,'. l.'" ,. :.,' ., I, • > ,;,"',""',.... ',10." t· ',.~~~".' '~'r I'" . ti'.'~-:.Je,·. u.pOJ\ tJ~1' '(~J.J..li;~(t ,\"':()':(;!.Jfl ),;,?.:.L.Lf...i.i., J~"~) ',;.ne l.bt.:"h..v 'u.JSi}3 \$1.1.,,' t\U.J '·Jot•• I..c.i\.,d -~lD\rOr1.·®~~!l 

,Pt!'\~1~,:;)d thl'('F;iI (3) l'),':w In !~:av:);t· Yi~tim',; poJJtlr;al porsao'(xt1.on. Hal'S: 

J:I~ha ::;e~f(int.h Atnt~ritlr;:.j~·,t, ti'J V:i.i..~iJ.m;:~ i";o1f~e,:CI') lC\J. t1)!1!.lndJ"lBnt 

f-rov:td ....i;·,~ ef.}ml~\~:m..a.t.ion for dt1!';lltg~.)~J ':JU:(,i\:H\~cl h;y impr:i.li:k;i:t!li's:mt and dl::;;e:i.r)lit"J.'l,!:.i 
~:'\SU:r:~l5 :Ln eiv:il tjh:':'ftlr;/JX;o l,-'ue 't<'} I}!)li'r~i:'~:ll I~1J?ej(.;~Ctlt;J.tl:t;1 d1Ar'~,"1\r:; {t:}~rJ.D{T l'11.'3;t 
to 1~;)L~5. l:JrrLi.t10r.i 'l~(j thi.J :::~.r{;) cf 'V ~:tEj 

:fit!at~3S :( O,t'1~lJf c~ttl~~t!)r~!3 !tnd. ~J(';l{A:) of '!/f,~f~i~· ;i3\lJ?\i'~iv5Jl:-{ Lt.~~~..1\\;::~). 

vj.-dir'~~ l()r irl1.ierf1.'{ttt:if~f1 t:() !·~~t.l'tt;jtl:;rtt~;~\i Gf)'r,~i':"i;Y'(?:!30 't1J1'\>.:jJ~~O t;-, ccn~!.B ~J:':');; :f.lJ:::1f}!:n-c.\~d 
;'f ':~:. r'\/'~OOC~'Ju£:t71 flit ;.~{)J.. it-;tc.-~l :{ft)ttf3CrJ.ti ;.t.J'te,t' llfa~l«;h .J. ; ....Ju • 

~(hr:; t·{ 'ira jjlf)~.. SU.lX; \,18$ tl ·.C'on~~J':i::!;,uf$ltC1n{~:L ,l;I!J ti~~t! 
0:(' the C~~ 'ri:l ~jo,l·v:h:o In..:J..;l)'llldt.y IB.!;] t.e Gmp.l{)::mof;i of: the Prcnrino,!,).r:;I n·;:\fl 
IJip<llitie{.) t.rt£ e~{ci;:)pt~l..(m o:f: ·c,et:"cht3:r'a. 

thl';;!Q U) mer:lSUl":()S ~iEll.'e unnJ"l:lJ:rj,l')u~1;:r appxi;wlid. by the ied .Comml~l­
sion lU'l,dD:e tb..'l D~'()v:tec that t,t\n Allstrj,sn Go'Vox';:1!tJOnt mlhm,tt 11 of ,1). ne-.;·~ 

" ·,,·~,p',-l "'. '-~j"'/ (,;) ""I"'Y"'P"'';' .. , • "f.,rJ.(~ t,j.fllnUllil to .;.e,,,,,';;;'."" ;..l.1.J.L"c';",t. ~ , ...;~ v ~1 \;.I., .. v ... ~ ~JO'G:ti:)c;Yn~;~.'~J~"i:,JJ.:.r~ 

of Nc~zi ,'i.l t~t\ t i.(}1::1~llitf;'·". 

\~]l.!it.,ll \..tOi:~) 
f'[~~"01-:-oit t·.hB 

~;tc'(i'~J5~[):;~jjionQ It De(lu(~·'=':\.Ollf; '[nl{,,~l~~ l}.f t.l~8 C{~3'1~~d;ltl;(} or (,")'~~tH;;r l:rL~j.~lto.t~:itifHJ' 

ft,S i'1.P;00:L~1 t~u~on £~t1):t fj'{;~')G UI;,(;t!1 iJl~ 'J~~:{tlr) '~':lJl~f~~ t~{}n,GjfifJfred ~t1JgRl fi~n tJ,!e 
f!.r'J!u.d.. 2i01·· \Jll.CI r-cquil'i3d tt' cOt;l'peJll&':lw fo.l.' G.lXlcluri:.s.. As H ",hole it. ;;.iill-:l i.x:-)' 
"a'.':.'~ ~+.,,"'.' l'. {\"·~'·>-'·");'I' "."J,t,(,~.'1':"f, •.".,. :"''"(''11''<'' '·~·~L·""·+·;\·'·'';· .~,\ d"" <"?l,·"';'h·i-rl1'1' '1".,,'''' t h.,:­.#.\L w"'u• .., .... i.A~fr_."'~,.,.il •.1,.A.1JL~"i.·t.V~h' t;,p.,>1.'..". ... 4......, .... c;3~,~.....,~~"'-,4"'" ",... , .. " ..v It ..!,,:J ......... \ .• ~.~.!> .l\oU," .v.L~
"

viotimf.i .1,{,):L:Lt:kl<.tl :P(~'!:'Lie)Cl;tionil' P·l:Chi.'J.Pf$ no'~ rOI' ,;l)'iti-Sem:tttc l"";;!?,SOnfl biA'hr.toro 
p . ,.. r'''''''''' [. ",~,,,,,,~..JI t'l'" '''',~ ~. ,j- •.• , .(\ .I'.,.....,. '.1 ./oct ., ",,·r ':.' . ~1 ~" ,.•.., " ... 0:;'''' t.J1~ 1:"1.,).,,, 0 ".:."" ....U.~:, ·'Il(U l((lv;:i", OJ. ,1.v:£:",~I' I.• f\",;.v.}!",.... .l....·{'C e..!.,l".,bl;l • 

.fLt rJr~.;Gellt ::;0vo:r~11 {i~cc:::~:at:t:r.:)f ~leg!!:~l-:ttri'/;:~ ~~~~a~Ul:'09 ;.:'t!'t) ;~l{1~~!d;;;d~ ill (')1:'\10l' 

tou.ndo thoJ HC!'I';1;, pC injnat:i.f.;,aS epmr.tittad by-tit(\;) Ne.tt(:n~.l ,3(1(!ifJ.lst l'€i![;in;r;.l 

~fl.. IJl!.ss1.l,~;e of ti:o EC)4"'Cb'l.11tiild gth Ii.eDt1:tl.~ti(')tl J.n¥i .tor thll x\:;i!1ti~· 
t.Ut:t,z1(4 cd' leas€: hoJdta.; 

b. J:".~iC.Pt,~~~ .of tht'.) t,tl{) heil'lefH:l i?l"Cl~:rt;y f'Ui:td :lI;n"a d~:3igned to 
cmn'p~:;n~~,~\t,:? yJet.:imSi of Na2'ii (-~m:I~i)aHio:n o~ll'Y'a 'i'his. l~.u ~~l'l.c~J.ld f;.r'3.nt\~art.:lin 

'rights tt:'l th.G Jeu:tsh GOl'mnl1nitio$ ,tu .Au'St:r1f.t in o:rderthat they can eorrt:rol the 
hd.:rlE:H;'S i'I·O}X}.i7i~y ;.ri~':\irJ t,f3.ke P:H-t, :in f.rn::r 1e<d.don cc>ncmo!'!1.~g the di.r;t,x':1.b'n-­
ti\:1r~ o.f t/tLifJ 1. UrlCi. • 

'·:i,)I:.;jUl·'i':S shot:..ld 00 p1lS!l00 to r,~"'l.nt 0an~1 t:.rcatment 
to ,;;,11 'tr~;') h'x'osp(;nti~l() Qf residsnce a.rii oiti:!.',ensilip L"'l ~11 civil 
sezr.r.lcl9 0·(· prJJ'>on detention c()m.p!~rnst:\tion matte:rf3. 

it ~ L3f~:l.Bl£~ti:vo I~a~'1-l:..1"'f~$ to :;.:.mondthe exil7..t;ir.g Alw'tl"ian 300i:11 
If.:;.g:L~l':l·t.ioll to grant to benei'iciarios wsiu lnr~ as-!'? 9~6t(~!:mt in 

http:r,~"'l.nt
http:l'l.c~J.ld
http:J:".~iC.Pt
http:P�l:Chi.'J.Pf
http:i.A~fr_."'~,.,.il
http:ft)ttf3CrJ.ti
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to }1'ay • (~~~'Lird.,1/~1t· jYl,·,;,c·n:·:;nl?~~~· (:i ~(~ rf0 t~':1 k,~}.:! ]~':.}. 

tr!(:~ ~J(lr!10 ,:1tth;lf) ~~t) • 

In R.f.!.dJ7'.:i.o!l j Auntrt~I.:'1 GtWfHy,ti19!Tt. 'BJ),(t .F~J :e}:t~u:t).cr·,~t t?1'to~.1].~J tn·'i1ce it; 

Corll.n:ttt"i,~0~rt to .~;.1'oJ~Js}t r~(~rlrfJ.n~jlrC~r tlll to '~11l:0nd t,j);;l J:k:l;t:Lttt'i;.:lo]1 
IiI"'. Au;·;t:.:d£!l1. ~~ ut.ii':'rit Js t, ,eu:t't.!;iU1~ l:n~ 2"E;Ulirt(l ?d!:;hu t t};.S'l (l!£H'lif3 ions 
of the }(~),rt.:l.t.utli)n GD}r.n:iflf;;.:lot) 
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EXPLAS11.TION Oli' 

ftmdE.mental differEnce the legal and 
economic field ae to JevJieh cle.iBE againet i~UEtria 
and Jewish cla.ims against Germ.any are Explained 
in Enclos.ure I, in orde r to show that diff ere nt 
requeste and different tactice ar6necessary 
the negotiatione 'vvith llustria from those with 
T'he Hague Conference against Germany. 

It follows Enclosure I that cl 
against 1msf into two categories: 
thos E where both l ... ustria and GermEL"lY are re spon­
sible for th€"T6eees e fered by victims of Nazi 
opprE seion vvhere they deny their responsibility 
for contradictory reasone, and those where the 
claims could c.nd should be EatiefieQ. by the 
i\ustrian GovErnment one. 

EnclosurE II (thE. Programme) differentiates 
the ref orE. tWE Ell thE. cl ac cordingly. 

stat €illE nt on pre sent 
on in force. 

EncloeuI'E IV a dE sc!Viption of JEvvish 
ainet l\ustria o.nd GE r:"J.8ny; 
OSurE IVe. - ight taxe s, c e.pitel 

othEr toxes i . 

EnclosurE IVb Re.nsom money; 

EncloeurE IVc - FE onE:; 

EnclosurE IVd - OthEr movEables. 


osure V dEecribe s thE 61 to be 
eotiEf d by th( trion GOVE rnme nt 81 one 9 

:r~ncl osure V·c,$ Hi BUCCEES or Orgo.nie on:; 
osurE Vb ,Pellsipns:; 

EncloeurE Vc~ Compc:nEation for LOGE of 
liberty and cLo.IDeEE to hEalth c1:C1cL limb~ 

EncloGl.Jj::'E Vd, Ineur2l1cE. polici<::e~ 
Encloeure V€, HE '3urn of fl 

j!'uetrian IE 

cl 

1 s and 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

. . . 

SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSION BETI!JEEN DR. REINHARD KAMITZ, AUBrRIAN MINISTER 

OF FINANCE, DR. LOEHENTHAL, AUSl'RIAN AHBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES, 

DR. MATSCH, AUsrRIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN NEd YORK AND DR. LEITNER, AUsrRIAN 

DEPUTYCONSJL GE~~RA1 -- AND -­
DR. ISRAEL GOLDBrEIN, COLONEL HAROLD RIEGEU1AN, ,DR. NEHEMIAH ROBINSON, 

DR. JOSEPH J. SC}P..J.AFtTZ AND NR. SAUL KAG.AN . 


The purpose of the n:eeting 'Has to elicit the views .of the Austrian 
government on initiating direct negotic.tions betHeen represent~tives of the 
'~u.strian government and the four organizations concerning the indemnification 
und restitution matters in 11.ustria. 

The representatives of· the Je\.;rish organizations forcefully expressed 
the impatience over the failure of the Austrian goyernmont to take affirmative 
action in this respect. The !:.ustrian officials: principally Dr. Kamitz and to 
e. limited extent, Dr. Leitner, who just returned from Vienna informed us that: 

.1. Chancellor Figl presented the matter of extending an invitation 
to the Jewish organize.tions at the meetinr:of' the Austrian gOVE:lrnment on September 
9. It was decided at this meeting to cppoint a committee of five section chiefs, 
representing the Chancellery, NLttii;)try of Foreign 'Affairs, Ninistry of tho Inter­
ior, Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs, and the Ministry of Justice to as­
sess the scope of demands for new measures for compensation to POl'socutoes. 

This ,,;,~t)mnittee is also expected to ascertain tho nature of the claims 
which the foreisn organizations contemplate advancing. Reference was made to 
a questionnaire met tad to bo employed by this comnittce. 

, 
Our delegation made it abundantly cldar to Dr. Kamitz that the 

Jewish organizations did not consider tho appointment of this coI!lIllittoo and 
its intention to ascertain the JovJish denands by sending around questionnaires 
as a satisfactory move in the direction of solving the outstanding prOblems. 
Our representatiVes stated that it will be nocessary for the Austrian government 
to issue a statement in the illlIT.ediate futuro, expressing its readiness to enter 
into negotiations with the Jewish organizations. ~ Such a declaration should be 
followed with an actual invitation for meetings. ,It was understood that tho' 
initial meetings between the Jewish 'organizations: and the Austrian rGprGsentatives 
\lIill be confined to tho setting up of an agenda and possibly to an exchango of' 
factual data concerning potential claims, number ?f claimants and similar problems. 

Dr. Knmitz stated that he will report on this meeting to the Austrian 
Cabinet on Tuesday, September 23. He expressed his personal agreement. to the 
advisability of initiating at least informal negotlations bot{Jeen the Austrian 
goverment and the Jowish organizations to facilitate the exchange of ,factual 
information and the preparation of an agenda. ' 

Our delegation also advised Dr. Kamftz of the resolution passed by 
the Austrian Jewish communities in fulzburg on 2eptember.14, plec;lging full co­
operation and coordinated action }dth the large J:01.<Tish organizations. 

Our delegation impressed upon Dr. Kamitz the nocessity for spoedy 
action a$ the Je;\llish organizations arc in no position to wait lIluch longer with­
out presenting the Gntire issue 'before ,world publicorinion.

() r-; f) 
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August 21, 1952 

Mr. Seymour J. .Rubin 
1832 Jeffel~son Pl NW 
m "'.!l,.,,.,.+ D C ..as......,o ...on, •• 

Dear Sy: Re: Austria-
With reference to the objectionable amendments to the TItird Restitution 

T..aw, I understand that the Control Council must, act within 31 days after the 
submission of these lau to the Control Council. As the laws were passed 
by the Austrian Porliament on. July 18, I 'Would'1.ma.gina that Control Council 
action is imminent. 

I am also under the impression that in addition~~oh High Commisaioner 
has the right to prohibit the enforcement of an objectionable law' within his 
area of control, to the extent that it affects the interests of" nationals 

,of the occupying country. It I am correct - I, am sure that this can easily . I 

be ascertained at the State Dept. - then the U.S. High Commissioner would f'··:i 
be 'h~t;::~ to prohibit the implementation of these amendments when prop­ i 

erty: "of"'Tj~S~' citisane is involved. \ 

"
·1

j
I am sure that you will explore this point in anticipation of the . i 

failure ()f the Control Caimci1 to unanimously veto the amelldm.ents to the 'I 
restitution law.. This is a new twist to demonstrate U.s. displeasure. I 
hope it works. . I 

Please let me know whether the High Co~~n1ssioner would be entitled 
to act un1lateral~ Within his zone, as mdicate,d above. As soon as ! 
have a confirmation trom you, I mIl alert our British and French friends to 
thlsiJOssib:Uity. i, 

Cordially .yo~s, . 

SAUL KAGAN· 

<::''!7 h.. 
",.lUI &J 

co :EH-ZS-JJJ 

337991 
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270 l\1ADISON AVENUE \,...../. ',..{
\ ' NEW YORK 16, N. Y. ~ 

Mr. Seymour J. Hubin ' 
1832JefferEion Pl. N.W.. 
Washington, D.C • 

.. :'..;. 

Dear Sy: 

TOOiayl e/ J,l'A (AugiOl) reporl;;s from Vienna t!ia't';:';~hete is. a~t~ng 
resentmerlt in A~s~ gOVernment circles against the 5t,111:0 nept. proteat 
on the f:lazi ~esty lA1/ftJ- .jJcording to :the tHs~teh~. high off'i9l.aJ.sO£ the 
People's party (Figl' D. part" are Eiuggestingthat. A:us;t.rlareject the: American. 
protiJst.. ;rt wpJ. be tm,portantto wateh.forany....OS Qf! the U.8.. j)osition 
priQr to t~ Augus~ Control- Cbt1ncUmeet,ing, when it 11 ant:1.c1pa~d that tb~ 
anwesty :taVlsVdll come up tor corud.der.;t1on. . 

" , - . 

, . Aust;:ria·.~iapPeal to the U ~. for tb,e restoration ot fUll save~igntY' 
(you undoubtedly aaw tOday's .front page story in ;U!e Times) IDaY generate sOma 
SDDtimEmt. in the state Dept •. ~~ 1t'~b&rrasS:L'lg' the AustriC¢ .. g9Ve~l,1t1t 
at ,this time bY' vetoing:~<l::eg1sl.aUo~wh~cih hae been passe,. by tone AU.str-1an '. 
Parli.::wwnt. 'A.~ I am :lJure .tou~:Ubave·an. apportun;ity' tq m~t J)()1lhe:tly.'s 
~uccess.or,Mr ... ThQmpsOIl, ':in ,;w~1ntton, 'Y'ou ~7 bav~,~' ~PPortWntyit9Bense 
whether tlter6 is any wealQm1tlg 01' the St;ate ~pt~' pt)Sition, not oDlj-mth . 
:ee~c,t ,to t,,~N~+~st! laWBbu~$O 00.. the ;protl~of U.S•. Wt1at'1v~ 
l.n secra~·. the. Vi~ of the other govertmJ.ents c~ncemirl' the amendments 
to the.Third Restitution .tali.. '. 

You lill11 note from lq letter to Jerry Qf J~29 tilat the State 
Dep,t.. ~ awa!ting Austria' s ~m qc)ncerning the eKtensi all of an irrY'!tat1Qn 
to the. fol"f.dgn '-"ow1Sh organiZatior1B~, POBuibly Thompson oou]4 be iIlduCe(f 
to follow up this, matter in· Vienna.. ,,' , 

. Oonlially yo-u.rs, 

SAUL IW1AN ' 

SK/b 

co: Dr.Havesi 


JJJ 

ZS· 

Dic.S/l. 
SPONSORING,ORGANlZATIONS 

AGUDAni ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION ALLIANCE ISRAELItE UNIVERSELLE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE AMEmCAN 
JEWISH CONGRESS AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION' COMMITTEE . AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL ANGLO-JEWISH 
ASSOCIATION B'NAI B'Rlni BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF' BRITISH JEWS BRITISH SECTION, WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS CENTRAL BRITISH FUND CONSEIL REPRESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE' FRANCE COUNCIL 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE mGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM' GERMANY • DELEGACION DE ASOCIACIONES ISRAELITAS ARGENTINAS 
(D.A.I.A.) EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIAN JEWRY • JEWISH AGENCY: FOR PALESTINE. • JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE U~S.A. SOUTH AFRICAN. JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS ZENTRALHAT DER JUDEN IN DEUTSCHLAND 337992 
I· 
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American Jewish Co~,~~,t.ee 
OU'ItINE OF CLAIMS PGAINSTAUS'IRIA.' (F;rgn Afrs Deptl.'i"4l-46) 

, ,,', ' ,,',,' B~~ 1 File 2 

I ) 	 INl>lVIDPAL m:S'r ITlJl' ION 

The present legislathn en restitution prov
i
10es enly for tke returli .t 

traeeal}le property. ( III this res·peot t the Aqs~r1an re8t1tut10n'leg1elatl.~" 
is much nar;rower than that ot Western Germaily whioh applies to 1dentltta:ne 
pr0'Per1;y. ) 	 '".. 

a)Un~ertak1ng on the I1art ef AUstria nett~ e~ange tile present legl~l~~l.Jl 
.en r~8titut1~n te the det.rimente:tthe ,vict1m8et~z1ani; 

~} 	 Compensation for suohproper.ty }Vh;t~h :'l1q~:er' the YJrIlls.t. the ex1~1ng 
re~tltution legi~lat,~en,c,anno,t,ei~~es.t~~t\1:ted; . ' . ."." 	 , . . ,..,' .' .. ',<;."', ", ," ;,_,:. '; >_ .c, ~ 

0) 	 Re~~ri of, flats and,bu8in:eas p~em1ses, tJr. 'at'le~~t tir,st tlr1erltr ill' 'I 

al~ocatlo:r;J.s' ef 'flat~, ~*dpr.~i.es~ne:ieh,i:inge"· tor'lliU-e:turried 'tl£!;t.. ' 
( A: 1~1l1, the sO-:-Qall~d V~II:thiRe8tJtu~i:on~w,,~aSi~een p,repe.:red 'I:li­i 

r~:r :t~;years ago,b~t~pt, ':y~:t :t:r;J.~;f.()d~oed i!nJ?a.rr~ment.'I'llel!'e are 
s:t1l1LPO to500'JewifJh fazn'il:L9S witll~ll:~' pl'()pel' fla.ts h 

d) Re:r;J.ewed app~oao,~s ~holl~d 'be~~e:to oltt~i1i the return et :rewbh, 
p~c)'perty' wll:lch ~as not ye:t;be,~n ret~nedtor ,the rea.IS.;n tb,a1rlt1teeam~ , 

,Ge~n pJ:"0pert;y' du.,r1ne t,ila ~z~ ,l>er:1Qp.· ,:" 
,

• q , 

II) 	 In'IRLESS AND~IJdMEDPROPERTY, 
~ , 

. ,', ", . l', ,',' '" '! .' ", .. .. ,,' ".., . 

The Austrian GoverllIIlellt introduee(}' in 7uly Ilast a Bill t~Pal'11amentt tke ' 
s~call~d' 't$~elet'el~~G.e_fj,fJt:iW w:li;ielt ~y' ~~~'~p tp{ "on81~erat~en '1;;0. '~~lae 
aU:.;tlmi,n s~ss15'n. '!'his Bill! ~:r,ov1de:~, f',?rth~' e8:t~'b.~iebm9.;nt"t e. ,c'lle.t1ncc 
as.enoy f'orl1~~rless 'proPerty. . '. '", ,,', " , ' ',', 

Tha$1ii ,1s o~prp1etely unsatisfactory-fer' the:,telle:wlng reasons·:' 
. '} • 	 -.' " ,'" • ' , ':: ,':. • '.'~ :,-' - ",' !. ':.:'::" ":',';;>.' . ,,' .' . " '.;" .. : :u !-.: .. ,.,' :' ". .' 

, : 

1) 	 The Board ot tlle colleetiIl8 agemey 'will ~e' a,;pPoint~!lI ~,~lEllY~ '-ythe '.Auai~ia. ' 
G6varnment~ No g\u>.ralit~es are ',given :tbat repreflontatlvea .tv1et1mIl'.t: "', 
pe:r;~ecut16n wnl'~;~ adeq~~ely,r~pr~~~ntede~,it~·· ~"" i ',' " ' ", .::' 

~) 	 Th,e ~olleoHng age~oy.i~, en~t~Jedl;ut ,~ot.under"l';~lgati~n t~ ,ela.:Unt,.. 
returnot heirl.ess property,"of':vlotims' 'so that' the tlUr5ua",ee;.t ~1e.1m.•. 

, \ '1s lef't :to the d·iseretion' ot,t:Oe Attat'rta.b. GoVernment. ' ,',' """ 
, """' ". , ,." . ,. ,. ,. 

3) 	 No p:revlsion ia ~~:Q.ta~ned .in t~ ',Bil-1 as to the purpeaot,er wll1ciltl:le' 
oollected assets whi be used~: " '. I'

I: ,'.' ,,' ',; .. , ""~ . 

i 

8.) ~?optienof a La~ oreating aJ'e~ish SU~G~81!'f ():r~p.il!~·U'lltlsa; e:Dall, "a 
" entitled to cla1mdlreot' the helrles8 an.d .,unelaimecl."asaetli et :fewa ,;me' 

were mem;,ers of t.he Jewish rel:igiou~ Ooltdu\ul.ityl,eterethe' ~eeupa.t1.11·,~t.Austr1a. 	 ,., , ',,' . , . 

.,,~/... 
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To achia've thl13' it wUl.d b~. nec~ssary : 

i ) 	 that a further extenslon of. the dateline fer reg1stratt~~ i!tt' 
individual restitiution claim~e,houl{hot.e requeste~; .•...... 

11) . that an interpretatlon of the AlliedPowere be ..t-ta111~d tbat 'tbey 
would regard, the establismnen,t of a tewl,$b. Su,eoess~r!l&ogl:uilsatlot;l:' 
as pelng in harmony with t~ spirit 9f Art. 44oft)ieDtaft Treaty 
wlth /iuetria~ 

. .' '. .; 

b) 	 Slnce a great Iart of thehe1flesB pr6pert1i~eame, tbroy,gh ,.onti... 
oat19ndur!ng the Ne.zlpe~~c;d; p:roper~y. 'of the' Germ.an tla+eh 8.n.d: is 
as such now In the hands of ,1!l;J.$ AliledPowe,re,the 'Aus~rlan'GOverrlmE!nt 
~houid undElrtake toai;rpr0a~f,t;tp.E') ]l1l.i~s tJ;la.t)tlleYahould b8,ild'ovei'" 
~hls property t~the J!ew1sf.l:stieo(!s~or~Or~~1~athn.. (Tbelf:'appro,s..,h'· 
shoul.d of cloUTse be" B\iimqrtedby ',the l,e~~~h 6,rgan1aatloIl:,~. ) •,. 

III) ~:rsH'IEYY (JtJvA) AND FLIG:ItTT~~ "( ~eiCheflu6ht.'Ueuerh' ,,'", 
, ," . ' .. '. " ,!' . . ..•. '-.'" , ","",", '. ::':"',, '," ":" ,., ., ,", ,'1.-. '" ?,:. 

.\I, 	

This is 1;he most 1rnportallt 1;tenI as iil1€1 ~~and 'Tax pa.i~'Y }\us~riE!.I1,j'$W8 . 
represent greater value tba,n thehe+rle$'I'1; property; , . '" ' .' . ~ ! 

!i
IgQWeT~r~' th~ ?lfiId\lltyon;;ht~pol):l;;. i~~~t t~~ L~ .and T,Q.~we,~~, pa~~ 


in:tib,~pe o9ff~rB .Of the '+hir~~elc·h !\Ul4. t~eretor~tlle, Ausi;;rlaris f €ljeet ;1

resl'(1nsibl1itr, conteb,(Ung: tha.\it,)sf~r}p,~ G~~1:i~};O','r.,~R~t~~Ef'" :,;: , 
 ;j 

IQol1e~ted ta;Xi:1s~ On the 0ther¥n~Htb~ ,Ge~na ,Ih The ,~~, eqUEJ,lly 'n , 
.1

rei'uSedto a.ccept :rel3Ponsl~+il,::t¥ :~~ the¥1+egard Jru.!rtr1a~eii'hayj;~ )eetl a i 
COl..ore~pohBib~e I>a:rt of~hfi T~;h..,d !lelch and be,cause "lih,a Gernil?tns lnve4'tet'l, 

muoh Itlo:re In Austria th4n, they, too~ out of th~ coUntry. ,,' ., . . ,I,'I 


, J;l , , .<' ~.: . :1 
!!hE! question rf .legal <;l..ng mqral,reeponsi'tl:111tybasthe;retore )to,~e . 
straI~p.t,<?neClollt between th~, Ge~n'a,~d .~u~tr1ans. :Asu~,ta"1:e'oppqrt\ln~~ '., .11, 

,': :Ij for tllis WQuld ari~e· at the, ge~~A~t!),tr1;:in .negoti~t1oIl~:Oh'tlie 'f',:tt1a;ne1al;; .' 
irelatIoIl8 of· the wo OO\l,ntl;1es :' $uoli: .'Ileg'6ilationa':wl.11 prolt'a.1.1y'take'·· , , 

,plaoe in. the near future.aa:a reaultot,the German External De1lts 
OonfereJ10f;! whitih left the flnaD,¢ia,l p:robieml!lb.e~wee# Gel'ttianYalid'Au"t~1e., ij 
unse:ttJ.ed~ The .e81;~:rn Allj;e.s :W'o\lldpr.O~biy Partloipate''fn'the:GEn.mi:!.n.., 
Jus~;rlannegotiat1ons. The iGwish ()rganl~tlons :;ih01ild therE;lfore ~~d I 

, ' ., ' . " -, 	 " 

a) 	 an- undert~kIng t)n the 'Part of Aust;ria to make the questIon ()~,; " 
:t;'espona1~1l1ty for the Jewt.sh Levy a,n~ F'llght~x an item iIi t,he 
forthcomIng GQrmaIl..-Austrian ·ri~ot'1atIQn!J. .:t:n cas.ethere is no.a.gl,"ee-;., !: ..ment reached ,some for!IJ, of ar'bi:tratiori ehouid be proyl,ded. ., . . 

, 	 . -, " I .'. 

i 

, ';~ 

';':':,;; 

The only existIng oompensa'f::1.011' m'easure lseonta.'1n¢d in the recently passed 
law on Compensation for Loss ofJ:,ibepy_ 'ThIs Law is however unsa1i lste. ton', 
as It re,stricta compensation to Austrlarina tI0.nale aIld th't,s exoludes frOm. ­
the benefit of the taw aii .former AustrianJ'eW8who 3ince their· enligratlon 
from A:ustria "'ecame"Jt:iteless or foreIgn natIonals. 

..../ .... 
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Suggested d~nde : 

a) Extension ..r the Law on Compansat10n for .1.OS8 of L1\ert.,. 
. . " .' . , ., , 

1 ) 	 to inolude allf'ol"mer Austrian vletlme 1rreepec,t1'te ef theIr 
preeezit na~lona.l:1.,ty and residenoe: 

11) 	 to lnolude vi~ll1ma who lIurvivedt'lU.'ough hiding ( !!tOo-calleC! 
rrU-Bobte" ,) as ""ell, as the shanghai gloOUp, . , 

. 	 . - I ~ 

. :~) 	 Legislation on oompensation for 1,6s~ ~f lifa,damagQ ~ohea~th, 'loas 
in eooIiom1c'adva:~oement, ete •. 

v ) 	 FORCE!). LAB9l)R. 

Tbe, tomer ' inmatee ot' e6neebtratlon camps in Ati8trla hwe pre~enteCl a ,ela~ 
to the Aiist:danG6:irernbient' t6:t' in.demnifioat1on " for the la),our.. wh1cth th9y· 
were f O-rc ed, .te l't:l&9.rm. for .theSte,tq or for Pt1tate •. iridU~~1al fl~s 1~ 
AtiBtr1~ dUlling tlle ,~Zi period;. ,;T~:ts claim shOuld be su'Pp'orted ity the, 
1awit!lh ()~ga.nlk tt6ijat ~:lle indefnn;~lida.t~on :eduldie paldpartly iy,tbs $tate., 
pi3.r,tlY )# the irldl,r,1dUai f.,1linB ,don~ai1,ned.. .. ' . , 

VI) '. 	 PENSION C:).'..A, :n$,.,. 

S'l;\ggested demailC!,8 I 
, 

a) .Full reo~gniti6n ~f"th~pension,' rights of former .Au.tr~a:n e1v1f,· 
,servants, ban~ and' o~,li~:r. GlJ!.pioYeet3,~ 1;rrespee the .qr whet~e~;they' , 

reside in Austr~a "r, aJtt_a~;. . . ,: . .': ' '" .. . j 

'b) T~nBfer fa.~il1:tlea for the p~ns ione of e1,aimarfte a~,roo;~.~,...... ..~ I 
GENERAL Rl!JIiARK; 

It is:fmportant to set out ana . suestantlat~ in (letailthl3varlou~' ei~~.,,·, 
It wl11'h'e a Bubje,(lt of the negQt1~tfonswhethl3;J:. theyehould1t~settled ,i.,. . I 
legislative measures ol'part.ly or entirely by global pf:lyrtlent:e.·· 

000000000 

.. 	 I 

I 

! 
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c 
1>01\ " fh.; ,o (FAD=Frgn Affrs Dept.)p 

y November 28, 1951 

JRSO Paris Letter No. 72 

Hr. Jerome J. Jacobson - AJDC Paris 

Dear J err:rt 

We met on Hondq vith Harold Troha to discuss steps to be taken in support 

of the negotiations with the Austrian government on the appointment of a Jewish 

sucoessor organization in Austria. It was deoided that 


1) A few senators vil1 be requested to write letters to "the State Department, 
inquiring about the aotion on heirless Jewish property in Austria. Sy will make 
an effort to obtain letters from Senators Douglas, Te.f't and O'Connor. These 
letters are entended to strengthen Mr. Donneley I s pressure upon the Austrians by 
stating that the Mate Department and he reoeived strong expressions of oriticism 
of AuDtrian inaction in this field from outstanding oongressional personalities. 
It was felt that the Austrians ~ be particularly sensitive to this type of 
pressure, in view of the reoent ourtailment of EOA assistanoe to Austria and the 
Austrian government's efforts to obtain restoration of the out. 

2) A delegation representing the four organizations would visit y~. Klein­
"Iaeohter, the Austrian Ambassador in Washington. The delegation will try to talk 
plain turkey with him, telling him that the Jew'ish organizations have patiently 
waited for years for the Austrians to move in a matter whioh has now reoeived full 
recognition b,y the U.S., Britain, and France. The orcanizatione feel that the 
time W be close to enlighten American public opinion on Austria's failure to 
enable the utilization of heirless Jewish assets for the relief and rehabilitation 
of Jewish victims of Nazi persecution. 

Sy is trying to arrange an appointment vdth IG.einwaechter for the week of 
December 3rd. The question was raised whether the bulk settlement idea should 
be injeoted into the discussion. Harold Trobe felt that it may be premature and 
should rather come from the Austrians. We have decided against newspaper pUblicity 
at this time in order to retain Bome ammunition for a later stage of the Austro­
Jewish War of Suooession. 

I hope that you JIllV" find it possible to induce the British and French 

organizations to visit the Austrian Ambassador or Hinister in the ~espective 

capitals so that thI Foreign Ministry in Vienna begins to realize that Bome 

oonoerted errort 1s in the~. I gather from your letter of November 13th 

that Barnett Janner will endeavor to obtain a Foreign Offioe inquiry with the 

British High Commissioner tor Austria on the same subject. In this connection 

I believe that ottr position vi81-viS the Austrians beoame stronger with the 

recognition of the principle ot a Jewish sucoessor organization by the French. 


SincerelY yours1 

Saul Kagan 

eel Ell 
BBF 337997 
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THE AMERICAN "EDrISH COM1.lIITTEE 
. . (Fr~n Affrs Dept. 41-46) 
386 FOUltnI AVENUE, NEW YOltK 16. N. Y. Cllble Ad/reu: WISHCOM, NEW YOltK" 

Box 1 File 6
Telephonl MUllRA.Y HILL 5·0181 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN. P"sid;n, JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER. Honor"" Pr6sUlsn' HAROLD RIEGELMAN. NItW Yo,k. Vi"'P'BIUlllnl 
IRVING M. ENGEL. Chili_an. l!.xICuli'IJs Commillss HERBERT H: LEHMAN. Honor"" VicQ-Prssidsnl RALPH E. SAMUEL. NItW Yo,k, Vi"·P,,sidBnI 
HERBERT B. EHRMANN. Chai,m.(In, AJ.minillral'''' Commilllil SAMUEL D. LElDESOORF. Hono,a".. ViCII'P'lIsidenl DAVID SHER. NItW Yo,e, Vi,,·PmUl,nl 
GUSTAVE M. BERNE. T'BaJU'Br ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN. PhuaJ,lphia, Vic,.PfllJidenl JESSE H. STEINHART; San F,ancisco. Vic,.Preside,., 
MAURICE GUNERT. Auoc'lII. T'USflflf CHARLES W. MORRIS. LonistJiU,. V;cQ-P,ssidsns ALAN M. STROOCK. NItW Yo,k. Vics·P,ssid"" 
EDWARD A. NORMAN. Slier."".. NATHAN M. OHRBACH. NItW York. V'CQ-PWiHnI FRANK L. SULZBERGER. Chicago, V'"·P,,sidlnl 
JOHN SLAWSON. Ex"UII"1I ViCB.P,..,iIhnI 

HEHOP.AEDULi 

To: Faris Of'fice Eov8nber 1951 

From: He\-l York Office 

Subject: Austrian heirless .[)l'opc1't::,· '[''0.11(1 

At a c.iscussion w1th En1'old 'rrobe , t.he lei.}}.' ~a-
tions decided yeste1'dc::<y t.o otB.rt 0. co:·np8.ign for :l::ldlJ.c:~.'·l;'; the 
Austrian government at l:'l.st to estD.bl~.sll F-j:o;:;erty 
fund for Hh5.ch plans had been j,~, to ~'e::-:'1';::: 

ago by the AJC, the JDC and \-]LTC. 

It Ha.S decided that a ;jc:-:U,t '•.r:L::.i. ~~(:le ado1' 
lQelmraechter in Hashinr,ton, ,\.;~.:l. £).;::1: -::;}~:8 D8::)?rt:·:,,;J:nt 
of State to indicate to Austria int0l'0st in the s9ttle~9nt 
of this question, and that Huh:l.n H:L~;_ S8ctn'R =.I,/C, .3 fr'or,', a 
feV! Senators to the Departr::cnt of Hh::.cb '\,:01).16 serve as 
occe.sions for further official repl'es9ntiJt:~(Fl8 1n 'iienr.'.e.. 

What He have in ]';lind is e. possibly quick b,-tlk ,'3ct-i~~~c,::ent 

in the vicinity of 100 rrdl110n ;.~chiE.ins:~:, '.·!:i.t:l b'_l}?: trs.m:­
ferable abroad by the JDC and the J At. ij,·c:!..s ste.G:e, 11 01'19 ','Cl' ,0 

'de \·lOuld talk to the Austr:i.ans 0'.11:' abotr~' ,,;bL.ent of 
the i'tL."1d. 

You '.lUI be inforned about developm.entso 

EH:ha 
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., ~t'.Fgn )~ff:r:s Dept:., 4f"..46} 
~j~L . . ritES;,) REJ...!!:A3:~~ /f(:';8lJ. D11.':'E.D 12 J~ftfE- --' ~"'or.. Il':I~:'~DI.A T:~ fLEl' ':::IlS~S Box 1 Fil~6 

mGH C()A~1!J~SS10NEE m:::U?F:U:u:.::; 'i'H,B POLICY WOH. 
R1~Sl'I:rUTION 01" IDENTIPJ:AT :..B FHOFERTl' 

'fhs U ",5 Ii'V"h CommLssioner has st.at.ad i:n E lett'3r to th:~ four lli.n.i..ioters 
& ,. 1 d J... ' ... ,- [.~Tcr·G- ~·1..... ·;· ." . .:::, ... t"t, o.~l f'... ."'....., • .j.PJ.·;~stdeni~ o.l the U",Sw Zone, _ e eas'? ....{.o.ay L1'-; j_.) "do." :.e~.·,J.. u ." •. 0". !,r0t-'..... "y 

tG victirr;" I.)f Nat:.:l.onal Socia.list persec.:ut;:Lon 't611 c' ,1tin·.J.€ in a.ccordance 1/i!-:\.t,b 
P10yiS:i./HlS of Me: .Law 59" 

"Holders Df property subject Lo rest.ltut:Lm ;1rill not be rel:lJfved cf the t)b=· 
Hgation imposed by the 1av;lI. Mr. McaJ,oy sajd in lUi let.ter, a(j,dr8S;3I';;~~ tQ the: ;"inister 
.h:esident Dr. Hans Ellard. Bavaria, la..nLster Presider t G€o:r'[;e Au[;u:3t Zi.nn,. Hef'se;j. 
hi.;;).1:Lster ?:resident Dr. Re:Lnho1d ,Maier, Wuertt,emberg· Bad:;:n1~ S en<:d:,c PX'IO;):::~.id::mt.. Wilh,3J.m 
K~ii~;er!, Br-€mer.LiI 

Among the group encoc:ragine speculation a~ t.o tha :futur'3 policy of th.e U.,s. 
c07.1:JErning :restitutIo:n is an H.ssociCl.tion m~t:.l::1ly est: blished to prote,:;t :t)l'ec;ent hQld­
e:cs of property-against those depri~.red ';ihereof unde:' National Sccial:Lsm. Thi.s orgaaiza= 
t:..on recently submitted a drai:t restitution 1aw to he Law C,J::;rd.ttee of the federal 
pEtrliament 'o'1hich seeks to reverse the basic princip:.e of 1m Law 59ll 

The basic principles of ]..avi 59 are i;}-'..a.t it ontiiiable pr.Jperty shall be re­
st.ored as quickly ar;i possible '00 persons who. ·ffere "'Ii rongfully deprived of such p:::'O?­
crty .,1. thin the period from )0 JanuaT"j" 1933 tC\ 8 l:ia: 19t1S ft.>1" reasons of race, color, 
rc1J.igicn, rra t..ionali ty. ideology or political opposi i ion t.o National Scci:11ism" and 
that tlp!'ope:::·ty shall be restored t':) its formel' O'kna;' 01" his 5U(lCeSSQl' in accordance 
w::~th ·t,he pr,wisi':ns of this law, even thQugh the in' ·erest of other ?~rsons .mo have 
ll..1.d no imowledge of the wrongful taking -::lust b·;3 sub( rdinated.,11 

The a ctivi ties of anti-restitution groups a.nd indi,J).cLua1s have led ho1deI'lS 
01' property subject to restitution to hope tbat pre~ snt U",8 policy mieht give way to 
pt;blic pressure, thus creating a tendency to Itti~ai e rather than to pal'ticipat,e in 
ardcable settlemQnts~ 

The cur!*cnt res·tii tution report shows that of the 117 p246 petitions re­
ceived by resti tution authorities between 10 NfflTemb<!' 19l.7 and 31 n:-lcember 1948:. 
about one=ha1f or 53!,/252 have bean disposed of as 0.,\ 31 May 1951" .32.1'324 cases were 
disposed of by amicable settlement a.nd 19!399 by wi:; hdra:'!ral, v!hile only 2,963 were 
d:i.sp~ed of by decision and 3,,566 by dismissal, thl.lf almost 90% of all cases disposed 
of have been volwltarily settled~ The total estima'j ad ,Talue of propert,y restituted 
to 31 May 1951 is DM 626,688,809~ 
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Press Release 0684 Dated 12 June 1951 

The text of Mr. McClqy's letter dated June 11, 1951 is as follows: 

My dear 	Senate President 

Ilr. Zinn 

Mr. Ehard 

Mr. Yaier 


During recent months there bas been broughi to my attention letters and com­
ments appearing in the Garman press, proposals cirou:'..ated by ot'hanizations and state­
ments attributed to Laender government officials wpi!lq appeared to encourage specula­
tion on the policy of the U.S. with respect tor,.~-teb.¥.!f~'blcer property under U..S. :MG 
Law 590 

In view of the publicity given tthe critiei;m and suggestions r elatine to 
UoS.U~ Law 59, I take this opportunity to reaffirm tIe policy of ray government that 
persons and organizations deprived of their ;>roperty as a result of National Socialist 
persecution. should either have their prop~rty returled or be camp~nsated tnerefor4 

I can further advise you that there is no intention to depart from these prinCiples, 
as expressed in MG Law 59 and I do not a ntioipate &l17~fte future devell)prilents whioh 
will relieve the holder of property subject to resti ~ution from the obligation imposed 
by this law. 

It is suggested that you make known to the officials of your government en­
gaged in the administration of the r estltution law tlat U.5. policy remains unchanged 
in this respect. 't 0 allay any doubts which may have arisen in the :::.ti.nds of the general 
public I am taking the liberty of rel easing this let ~er to the press. 

Sino ;rely yours, 

JOHJ J. 	~CLOY 
U.5. High Connissioner for Germany' 

':,', :" 
.l • 
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hlfrua1'7 14. 1950 

Dr. F.B. Big_telA 
World Jev1u CoD&re8. 
5S. Hew CavencUm 8tl". 
~91 - tI.l. 

Dear :Dr. Jicmerd'e14. 

OGC/A/l159 - Justr1en Heirless FTopert,r. 

lestud•• Mr. Jaaobaoa. Nzo. X.oberp e:ael I 8tu41e4 apiD the EngliDh a,·· 
yell as the OtIrmaa 4,.,'••f the law. usiAg IV aOmmeDis of Ootober 5. 1949. 
COPl' of which UI beea aea' M you. 

t v1ah to Inftmrl you ,hat "e haTe made 80me changes in the J...ncliah text on 
the basi. ot Y01U' OeftllUl 4Joatt _4 OD the other hand have changed in some 
paiute the Ge!'ll8ll 41'sft. Plea.. ftn4 attaehed copy of eaoh Of the new drafta 
from which thlt cb.aJape ma4tt are endeDt. 

There mUll reaa1ae a clifflCNlt problem to be solved. ·Mz. the vordlft1: of the 
provision. O«tncttftlll£ the A:rbitJ"tltiOD Court (Eara 6). The d1ftlcrolty 11ell 1. 
the fact tlui' we vith to Uft I!IOPIU'ate provisions for the eompos1t1on of the 
Arbt tratioD. 00,," 1D asaes whezoe two IUCMssor funds QftlI interested. According 
to the woJ"dlugrd ,.0Ul' Oermaa drat, vh1cb follow. a pnTious BU«£estion of Mr. 
henbergh, the Arbitration Court ill such oases wuld be collJ'lOHd of three 
arbi tere ,DO oae of \hem a:ppo1Jlte4 'by the ~ee!!lor funds. It :d~t har,:pen 
thatao one of these three arbiters would be in taft!' of the Jewish Successor 
F\m4 and l' could happa that all thz-ee would be M.ti-Sem1tes. It is difficult 
to f1nd a solution. I 'houibt that .\he folloviag might lead us to an acceptable 
tonmlat 

Ia case. where tho Be.Ut,"i_ attice dante. the right of a eertn1n 81lcce8aol' 
tun4 to ree.1~ eertaiD helrl•••••sets bec5Uae in the optDlon of the !e8t1~tl0. 
Office th......da 'aloe \0 aaother weceaso!' tun4 (FaR 3.,.) the JesltuUoa 
Offlee shoul' be under obltl8tlo11 to .erve lt~ dee1~~ft to both tnterested 
euoeelSoJ' funds. !file•• two successor fundi haft then the yc.sibil1 t7 to e1ther 
recnnc11e their luter.st. 01". 1f BO nlce.ble agreement ean be l'eaohe4. the 
suceGuor tUD4 whol. ela1. b.aa bea dp.l1ied b7 the teet!. tutiOIl Office caD a1'P17 
to the AJI''bttJ>&'la Oov'. !b. etbeJt SUOo.SSOI' fuD4 111 whoae favor the BeaUmUell 
Oftica has 4oe14,et hal of OGU1"tle DO pesdbl11 t7 to t11e appllaaUoll 'b7 wrl' vi" 
the AnltratlO1lCDvt. fbt. no"I_!' fua4 however ahoul.4 be eaUUe4 to recei" , 

coW of the applSeaUoD 1Il8le '" ~ othe~ neMatlO!' funi BJl4 eou14 thea 4H14e I 
I 

I 
,. I 

:
.. . ..• 338001 
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whether or llC t. to Join the arbi'ration J)roceed!.nr,r. !l.8 am intervener !:n l'I"enrdanoe 
wIth ~neral proo&~al proTisions. 

In sueh oasell I vot!l.d eUU1lat. that & i.ive _mber fJen&te should be s.t U1" o01l]JOse4 
of tw arbitertJI t~'ken from the 11st of arbiters pre2ented b1' the .Restitution Offiee 
and two other1!, ee.oh of the. taken from the replSpeetive list", of the sueeell80r 
funds. The fifth wollld of eour~E' be the Preeldent of the Arbitration Court or one 
Depu.ty Chalrm&n. llh1s solution would in .. ('IT;lninn 'be IlI.cce.jl\able even if 1\ mI&bt 
be a bit more eX:t'EndviI•.iUt;yhow Qy $Ue}l 8 !;('lut1o~ 6,',e..'" Qf tn.£' SUC06ruua" f'wula 
would have at le~' t OUE: arli1 t.er 1n the Court. 

There 1@ !Jtill another JOint in \he draft which ahoulcl be amended. I l1elifilTe thst 
the desig!l!\Ut'D of the ubi_ere ahould be made in the' following way: 

The RedHutiol! Office as well as each of the mler.:essol" f:m·l!l '1ho..u,c: !l'J.b!%1it to the 
Minister of'J;;>1ce or the Obel"i~d.lgerioht; tor to ,,1l1other ,.;\:uthori ty; ali., 
eont&1n1nt; Uiu!111er 01' :t~erSClns t;:. be desitrnate(i Al': nrM.ters, ,U}cl this au.thortty 
ahould no~tnate arbiters out of this list. The ep.~e Authrr1ty. or ~ higher on~. 
should nominate the fres1dent of t.be Arb1tr.~t1on Court ~;;,n~ s. nU.\'l'iboT c!' h1~ Dl-"OU.t1es 
who. 1f neoesaary. ehould be a:O:'!=4interl Qha1rmp.n ~f Ue 2e, ;c. ~tl'! •• P,~eh(l)i,vis1on) 
ot the .n.rhUration CQl<.rt. lh~ ?resid.ent of the CC''Ilrt himself should of e0111'e& have 
to establishyel'UllGnt l!enchea (Senf:te) v1~. ~w:\s.r.:lte :~~:m:l:e.. for dls!'Ute£ of each 
of the sucoessor funda anrl. U' nect>esarr one or' :nell'£:' n ve !Ilelllbere ten!Lte8. 

I further sho'~d ilks to point ont that it might be neoe$$ary to tell nomething 
1101"8 in the lay thaD Ita~.d eo tal' 1n the draft, ecneern1D€ the Arbi trnt10n Court 
procedure. 

We all would very t:'J.cb aP:PJ'eeia\e your th111k1n~ (IV"':!' onol!! 110" the problem of the 
Arbitration Court. 

AI mQnticned in my .Memorandum of Oat.ober 5. 1949. 'We all foUlld. the !'13!\ort on 
motives tc be an excellent one and I ehould like to ask you only to consider 
~ .t~!t1onth~t alao the first and seoond restitution laY8 Should be ~tloned 
in thi! re;)Qrt. 

Mr. Jaoob.oa 11 vritlD£ you .epara'.~ on 'he questions of further rroeed~ ant 
taotic•• 

J remoUnt vi til beet regarde. 

love s1.ncere17. 

Dr. Kurt W.hle 
At'cl'Sl87 

338002 
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11M. Jew, (jfVI{/d.n'fl-Y~ 
6(l,lC 'Ie n'llY' 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

(FAD=Foreign Affrs 
Dept. ) 

July 18, 1946 

Dear Justice Sandstrems 

Delegations representing the Governments of the 

United States of America, France, and the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on the one hand 

(hereinafter referred to as the Allies) and the Government 

of Sweden on the other hand have met in Washington and 

exchanged views on questions relative to German interests 

in Sweden and the elimination of any possible risk of 

those interests being used to support renewed German 

aggressiono 

Following this exchange of ,views, and in reaffirma­

tion of their mutual support of these economic security 

objectives, the Swedish and Allied Delegations have 

arrived at the following understanding: 

1. (a) The Swedish Government confirms its inten­

tion to pursue a program of econoniic security by the 

elimination of German interests in Sweden. 

(b r-'The Swedish Government further affirms 

that the Foreign Capital Control Office (Flyktkapitalbyrin 

or the FCCO) will, for this purpose, continue to uncover, 

take into control, liquidate, sell, or transfer German 

property, that the procedure already informally established 

between'the FCCO and the Allied Missions in stockholm 

shall be continued, as previously, as a means of exchanging 

information regarding the discovery and liquidation of 

German property and affording mutual assistance in this 

program. 

Justice Emil Sandstrem 338004 
Chief of Swedish Delegation 
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2. The disposition of the proceeds of the German 

assets in Sweden, after clearing against certain Swedish 

cls,ims, will leave a balance wblch shall be considered 

to be 150 million kronor. To assist in preventing dis­

ease and unrest in Germany, this sum of 150 million 

,kronor will be made available in a special account wi th 

the Swedish Riksbank to be used fOl' financing such pur­

chases - in Sweden or in any other market - of essential 

commodities for the German economy as may be agreed upon 

between the Swedish Government and the Allies. Insofar 

as such purchases are made in the Swedish market the 

deliyeries will be limited by the scarcity of available 

supplies. 

:3. The German owners concerned shall be indemnified 

in German money for the property which has been liquidated 

or disposed of in Sweden pursuant to this understanding. 

For this purpose, the competent Swedish authortty will 

give the Allies the necessary deta.ils with regard to the 

amount realized with particulars of the names and addresses 

of the German owners, and the Allied authorities in 

Germany will take the necessary steps in order that there 

will be recorded the title of the Gerrean owners of the 

~ property liquidated to receive the counter value thereof. 

4. (a) In pursuance of ,its policy to restitute 

looted property, the Swedish Government will effect 

restitutLon to the Allies of all gold acquired by Sweden 

and proved to have been taken by the Germans from occupied 

countries, including any such gold transferred by the 

Swedish Riksbank to third countries. Any claims by 

Governments of the occupied countries or their banks of 

issue not presented before July 1, 1947 shall be considered 

.'~' to be barr'ed • 

338005 
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(b) On the basis of present. evidence, subject 

to further checking, it is assumed that the gold the 

Swedish Government has to restitute amounts to 7,155.32664 

kilograms of fine gold, corresponding to the quantity 

of gold deriving from the Bank of Belgium which was 

acquired by the Swedish Riksbank and which is to be 

restituted in accordance with the foregoing. 

(c) The Allied Governments undertake to hold 

the Swedish Government harmless·· from any claims deriving 

from transfers from the Swedish Riksbank to third countries 

of gold to be restituted according to the above declaration. 

5. Divergencies on the interpretation and scope 

of the above clauses may, if the four Governments do not 

otherwise agree, be referred to arbitration. 

6. The undersigned representatives of the Govern­

ments of the United States of America, France, and the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

state that insofar as the preceding proviSions are con­

cerned, they are also acting on behalf of the Governments 

of Albania, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, 

Greece, India, Luxembourg, Norway, New Zealand, the 

Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, the Union of South Africa 

and Yugoslavia, and so far as it is material, the banks 

of issue of those countries. 

7. (a) The three Allied Governments will make 

arrangements, through their Missions in Stockholm, for 

the admission of an official Swedish delegation which 

will be permitted to visit the zones ot German,. in the 

charge ot those Governments, and to inspect properties 

of corporations in which Swedish nationals have a substan­

tial ownership inte~est, or which are directly owned by 

338006
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Swedish nationals. The inspection and other activities 

of the delegation will bel1mited only by general require­

ments of military security and convenience, and by such 

general laws and regulations as are applicable to all 

persons travelling in Germany. 

(b) It is the intention of the three Allied 

Governments to give non-discriminatory protection to the 

property in Germany of nationals of friendly foreign states, 

including property of corporations in which they have a 

substantial ownership interest. Provision will be made 

for equitable compensation in Germany with respect to 

removals and other dispositions of such properties by the 

Allied authorities in the zones of Germany occupied by 

them. 

8. The Allied Governments will, in due time, require 

Germany or the future German Government to c.onfirm the 

provisions of this understanding insofar as they affect 

German property in Sweden. 

9. This understanding, together with the further 

letters exchanged today, shall, except where otherwise 

provided, take effect upon approval by the Swedish Riksdag. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of our most 

distinguished consideration. 

States 

Chief 

Chief of Delegation of Un 

33S"..·0 \\)r ,-t.. 
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July 18, 1946 

Gentlemen: 

I am authorized to make, on behalf of my Govern­

ment, the following statement. 

The Swedish Government in pursui!lg its policy to 

participate in the work of reconstruction and rehab ili­

tat10n has in connection with the understanding we have 

reached found it appropriate to make the following con­

tributions: 

1. The Swedish Government will make available 

50 million kronor to the Inter-Governmental Committee 

on Refugees for use in rehabilitation and resettlement 

of non-repatriable victims of German action. 

You may rest assured that my Government, while 

reservine;; its decision as to the manner in which the 

funds will be made available, will use its best efforts 

to make the fundsavaileble as soon as possible and in 

such manner as to best carry out the aims of the Com­

mittee. 

2. The Swedinh Government will further ,:lake avo.il­

able 75 million kronor, which it will allocate among 

countries party to the Paris Agreement on Hoparations. 

Decisions upon allocation will be made after exch~ges 

of views with the Allies acting on bohalf of those 

countries and with favorable considel'ation·of their 

views. 

To the Chiefs of the 

Allied Delegations 

338008 
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There will also be consultation between the 

Swedish Government and each of the countries which may 

receive credit for any part of this sum as regards the 

extent to which or manner in which benefit from its 

share shall be applied either in the remission, reduc­

tion or extension of any existing or future credit with 

Sweden of each such country, or otherwise, as may be 

agreed between each such country and Sweden. 

Accept, Gentlemen, the renewed assurances of my 

most distinguished consideration. 

Chief of swedIsh DelegatIon 

33S00S 
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July 18, 1946 

Dear Justice Sandstr6m: 

In connection with the understanding we have reached, 

it has been agreed that, pending the conclusion of 

multilateral arrangements, to which it is the·intention 

of the Allies to invite the Swedish Government to adhere, 

and pending the decision of the Swedish Government 

regarding participation in such arrangements, no German 

owned patent in Sweden shall be sold or otherwise trans­

ferred for a period of three months from today's date 

or such further period as may then be agreed, except 

where, after notice to the Allies, it is found appropriate 

to sell patent rights as part of the sale of a German-

controlled enterprise. 

We have also discussed the problems arising out of 

German trademarks and copyrights. The Allied Governments 

cont~plate that international discussions may also take 

place with respect to these matters, with the objective 

of establishing by agreement general policies with a 

view to eliminating certain German trademarks and to 

making freely available to the community such German 

copyrights as have special value. Pending the making 

of multilateral arrangements and the decision of the 

Swedish Government regarding participation in such 

Justice Emil Sandstr6m 

Chief of Swedish Delegation 

338010 
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arrangements, it is hoped that the Swedish Government 

will not take any action which would preclude their 

adherence to a policy consistent with such arrangements. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of our most 

distinguished consideration. 

states 

Chie 

Chief of Delegation 

338011 
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Dear Justice Sandstr8m: 

During the course of ~e discussions whiCh ~Te been 

concluded concerning German propert,. in Sweden, you ad­

viaed us of the procedures in ~ftect in Sweden tor the 

restitution ot propertJ located i~ S_eden which was 100ted 

by Germany or its natio~l.. You made known to us the 

tact that these procedures, as established by Swedish law 

. of June 29, 1945 (No. 520), provide a simple and ineapen­

sive method by which vict1ma at spoliation may obtain 

restitution of their propertJ in Sweden. 

We wish to express our appreciation of these pro­


eedures whiCh we have confidence the Government of Sweden 


will continue. In this connection, you will recall that 


the problem of locating looted securities was discussed. 


We appreCiate the tact that your Government will consider 


sympathetically this problem and such procedures as the 


Allied Governments may subsequently propose to you for 


the purpose of facilitating the location of such securities. 


Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of our most dis­

tinguished consideration. 


Justice Emil SandstrSm 

Ohief of Swedish Delegation 

338012 
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July 18, 1946 

Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your 

letter of today's date in the following te~: 

"During the course of the discussions 
which have,been concluded concerning Ger.man 
property in Sweden, you advised us of the 
procedures] in effect in Sweden for the resti ­
tution of property located in Sweden which 
was lootedl by German,. or its nationals. You 
made knownl to us the fact that these procedures, 
as establi~hed by Swedish law of June 29, 1945 
(No. 520),: provide a simple and inexpensive 
method by ~hich victims ot spoliation may ob­
tain restitution of their propert,. in Sweden. 

ttWe wish to express our appreciation ot 
these procedures which we have confidence the 
Government, of Sweden will continue. In this 
connection, you will recall that the problem
of locating looted securities was discussed. 
We appreciate the fact that your Government 
will consider sympathetically this problem
and such procedures as the Allied Governments 
may subsequently propose to you for the pur­
pose of faCilitating the location of such 
securities." 

I confirm that the above law will continue to be in 

force tor the time being but that it will expire on 

July 1, 1947, unless extended. I also confirm the 

willingness of the Swedish Government to cooperate, in 

particular, in locating looted securities within the 

tramework ot Swedish legislation and within the limits 

of practical possibilities. 

Accept, Gentlemen, the renewed assurances ot my 

most distinguished consideration. 

To the Chiefs of the 

Allied Delegations 

338013 


http:Amerio.an


YIVO RG 347.7 

American Jewish Committee 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (Frgn Affrs Dept. 41-46) 
Box 46 F1e",1 

July 18 , 1946 

Dear Justice Sandstr8m: 

In connection with the understanding we have 

rea.ched, we have discussed the property in Sweden 

of the German State Railways. 'vie understand that 

the Swedish Government will give favorable considera­

tion to the question of putting the rolling stock 

and accessories found in Sweden of the German State 

Railways at the disposal of the appropriate Allied 

authorities. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of our most 

distinguished consideration. 

States 

Chief of Prench De14n 

f/l~l5~ to.. 11"-. 

Chief of Delegation of United Kingdom 

Justice Emil Sandstr8m 

Chief of Swedish Delegation 

33801.4 
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July 18, 1946 

Dear Justice Sandstr6m: 

In connec.tion with the coming into effect of the 

understanding we have reached, I am authorized to state 

that the United states of America will at the earliest 

possible date thereafter unblock the Swedish holdings 

in the United states, according to a procedure to be 

worked out by' officials of that country and Swedish 

officials. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my most 

distinguished consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

. Seymour J •. 
Chie.f of Delegation 0 States 

Justice Emil Sandstr8m 

Chief of Swedish Delegation 

338015 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

July 18, 1946 

Dear Mr .. RUbin: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your 

letter or today in the following term8: 
\ 

"In connection with the coming into effect 

of the \U1ders tanding we have reached, I am 

authorized to state that the United States of 

America will at the earlie'st possible date there­

after unblock the Swedish holdings in the United 

States, according to a procedure to pe worked 

out by officials of tha. t cO\U1try and Swedish 

officials." 


Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my most 

distinguished consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

f1u4~ 
Emil Sandstr8m 

Chief of Swedish Delegation 

Mr. Seymour J. Rubin 

Chief of Delegation of United States 

338016 
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Boveaber 4, 1949 

Denr Justice SaadatromJ 

I am ~ztree\elJr g1"fttetul tor the opportun1't7 or meeting you in 
StockholCl reeectly r01" a diacwu,101'l ot the qU8atl00 ot heirles8 
anets In Sw.deD. tOl'Mr17 owned q, dctims ot fiaB! action. Your 
BJ.'1ftpathetlc and. Gorol&l recepUon fta moat grat1.f)ifl(. 

As I au,ru;;ested in the course ot our talk, 1t 1.8 11ke17 that • con­
olustoe 8S to the tlOD-enatence ot heirless ••set. 1n Sweden with 
respect to Genan j)l"opert~ would not neoe8aa:r117 hold tne 1f.1th 
r.espect to property originating in other oouatrie8 wbere cltr~~ent 
conditions &treoting both eacape ot capital and beulossnesl 
obtained. 

In aoeorrlanae with the couveraaatioD prev1.oualy bad with }Uniater 
Zetterberg, which I beliove I mentioned to ,.ou, the Joint Dlstr1l:1Q­
tion Committee, the world Jewish COqr8al, and. the A.I!ler1can Jewish 
Oowdttee have submitted the propo8.1 ••, tOl"tb in the enolo.ve. 
As stated. in the letter to A!1n1ater 3etter'bers, we belleve that aft 
inquiry ot the k::lnd augresteci oould atOM afford .. authoritative 
Gstimate or the dlrunaio.l18 ot the proble•• 

'fhank1ng 10u. 1118111 tor 70U1" t:rlebU1...., I am 

",l(;H;~ '2rv I.,~,r.o~' L~~t\\t'l.~ l\~l~·b;'\'l':'\t~\t 
n\,#', ~Li c'HEH' C~,,\~"L\~'.l: \r.!.,u.!~llt,U\.~\~t:.t <:(n~:m~t\u; 

'·.:r..,:T~,: }l' '2.lKOOCl'C· h~';,.t·c.~~':\'~:\i~~ E't.t~.',·,\~i"C CC~H\'l\\~r.~ 

) V(G3 p,r",,·f:.2l.E;,/:' (\~"'\\"~\,,\:1 !.'::~:<::'\:\\:~t1'3 r_'.;:".':H\yn,tt 

·~C.?El+! ;'c !JH"02KVr..E11' 7:\~1~~(;~\1 

l 
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. I, 

, . Iovaber 3, 1?49 

1'01 P'orotp Attws 
from. 1m lsanborgh 

In Stookb.ola trom Gotcher 18 to October 2' .. look iIlto MUle.8 asseta ad ' 
the propaganda activities of E1Dar Abar;, I had cUscrusa1o_ vitia the tol.lov1Da" 

Her;m ZetteEberg. Minister ot Justioe and 3_ M1&nl, PenariaJlt SecJtetal7 
of the ;41nistry ot Justice. (These discuaDlona WN lD 00MpGIDY vitb 
the t-tarobioness ot !tead1cg and Dlt. BleDDllf'el4, who had ~.,.a to. see 
the :'11r.1oter prlor to rrq arrival, they be1Dc tn StiOokholll on the oaeulon 
or a ftmd raia1ng campG1gn vh1ch the lieU Jav1ah Co.nt&resa vas ra.nn1ns 
in 3veden.) 

:mm Sala!vl91h a 1oadlr.g 5tookbola l.av;?e:r Wo often represeuts t.ba Sved1ab 
gowrnment ora allen :property queatloll8 and v1th whom I had bad prior 4mlUna 
when I vas in SvedGn roprosenUng the ~ ot JuaUce. 

I. klimc, GeDeral Conattl ot the .SWD8ka 1laade.labaDkeD. 

kat BmbJrm, a l.aw1tJ1' tor the WOI'14 IMaIa Carlgraaa in St.cokbol.m. 

isset riMblE, a Stoo?.holm l.av;?e:r.uw !II levtab atta1ra. 

1lIy1s1 itcm;1yalZ SaoretcT of t.ha J40safeka hn.,lfl\l8D (the offlo1a1 
Jev1sb Coumuntty at Stockholm). 

num CPmi'QI, Counselor or the United states Btaba8ay. 

Mcha£sl Brsd.t1mt, Repr'O:;antllU..,. or the United States ~. 

iPb, MbUl, Eoonomic Coaoaelor or the uatw States Bllbasq. 

Robert J>c:m:lAU'sz. CUltural Attaeba, tormer17 ullisnecl to _ttera rGlated 
to the Svec11ah-Alllcd Accord. . , 

33801.8 
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Eowmber 3. 1949 

EmU. ~ tol"la"q Chief Justice of the High Cotri at nveden, !lOW 
a ID8I1bor ott.lte lDtemaUonal coan at Arb!Watton at the lIague and of 
the Un1tecl Nat1oJuaID\erDat!o1S1 Lav Ccae1ss1on, a.."ld nea.a of' the ~ved1ah 
Red Cron•. Be ,.. haa4. of the SvetHsb Delegation in the 1946 negotiations 
precodlns tlw SvecUah-A1l1ed AeOO!'d an4 is nov bead or the 8WdiBh Foreign
capital Control om. 1D vboae .tarla41ct!on ~e1rleso assets or Germaa 
or1gSn vould Ue. 

"trl ., AButa 

Among the papers ao::at1tu~ the 191.6 Sve41eh-Al.lle4 Aoom on uDets of GecrmaD 
or1g1n Is 81'l 8.'IOhantIeot 18\... betveaD Justice Bandstror;" Np'I'Gse~lUng Swden 
aad Mea8r'a. Ru'b1D. Yaland and MoOc:Imb NpreS8:ltil"'41 tho Un1t.od States, Fnmce and 
the Unlted ~ 'the exohaftlO oonstttutes a eont1t"DICtion ot' SandstJ"(r.:'. e.gree. 
merat to J"GOO.l1Vlltm4 to hi. 10nr.r1l'll8l'.l\ that It should "take atepa with a vi8\} to putting 
at the .,Uspoeal or \he , A31Sed Gcm1rtinanta. tor pu~8eo or rol.ief, the proceed. 
ot property found 1ft Sve4_ etcth bel.oQg to Tlctlu ot NtUd action vbo have died 
vlthout hem.- ru. 4801.,..\1= 4ate4 JulJ' lB, 1946, provided a. formal besis tor 
ropresentflti.QD to the !:vacU.ab. ~. 

141n1atc' or 'JW!ltioe Za\terbaJta vhCD we .., fust. sald thAt in h1s oJ'in1on the amount 
ot heirl8sa UIIl8W inth1a oa~ 18 negl1gible and, tha.t there vould be no p-ound 
tor ln1t1at1Dg t.be leglalaU". aotlODvbloh would be DecellstUT to Cat"l'y out the 
UDderte.k!ng ~ SD the Aeoard. Dr. DIGDentald and I stated .that we agreed 

> 

that 1egislatlft aet.tOll vau1d DOt .. advS.aabla 1t the c11monalona or the pfOblem d14 
DOt warrant. 1t, tat ~ that the Svedlah Oove:!-llSCftt ciroul.a.'r'l. baDkll, banket"8 
ar.t4 other 4epoe1tar:lea to n...,s out the IIIJDbrr or aoaounts originating from German 
occupied IICIQN88 vitia l'eapecn to vh1ah then had baeD DO CtOalnicatlona since 1945. 
w. state4tba\ in the a1MIencse or .. 1Q.\b0000tat1wimestigatlon ot this type, theN 
could be DO US11'1"8M181 tbat fAlbstut1a1 amounts otbelrless propen,. cUd DOt cSst.. 
MlnUter Ze\t.erbeq .taW tbat, 8UGh _ 1n'V8st.lpt10D vould It.llolt require leg1&­
laUon 1D that. 1t would I'II1l oounW to present SVBd1sh secraoy lava. IlheD va ftplied
that none or the pel'00IIII a1Nu1a1'laect Becl be asUd tor' '1nf'ormatlcm atxmt indiv1dual 
aoooa.'l'b, but ~ to gift the IImI total of' auah aocounts $0 the ~" U1Dlater 
ze\t.orbet-s G8ke4 Q8 to pro.1It Gal" proptJaa1 to h1JD 1D vrittDa. Minister Zetterbercr 
vu a:>paNntl3 8J11P1&tbet!e u4 eor4tal., 'bat promised notMD£. 'We eme1"ged OD~ with 
bla representaUaJl that be voulct 11ka to haft our proposal in Vl"1t1D& tor tor=1 
consideration. I· .... aranea • _Iuan. to the Minister and. as IIICY-Z as 1t. 18 
o1aancl vlth the JDC ana the World Jav1sh Congress. it v:lll be submitted joiDt17. 

After the _sUDs vitia M1n18tar Zd~, I .., aU the Amri.oaD 4!p1.omatle np­
...eata.t1.... l18tad alDva. .~ Hr. Dcmbaua.., who vorkec! on th.. problems 1D tile 
pad bat 18 .nov OJ**&tinI 1."1 • dittePeDt field, 8Dd Mr. CUadrJg who as Cecnaelor 
to tbe BrAbuay 18 lDf'orme4 OQ the Waad out11DG8 of' the quest.ion, vaN at aU tamU1ar 
v1t1l the problem. Doth Hr. DNlt.lalt an4 Hr. '1'utb111 bad to be lr.lef'ed fl-om thebe".".. DI.eJ' aU 1'88pcm4e4 vith aPJXD'8ot v1l.l.1ngDeaa to help, a:na the Iljlllbot. 1s 

338019 

http:ropresentflti.QD


YIVO RG 347.7 
AJC (FAD 41-46) 

iemo - Fore1ca Atta1zoo .Box 46 IoYeIIbaJo 3. 1949 
File 5 

f'OI'lKtJ" owners _1'. eltb~r allve 01' had • 8tll"Wi'ring heir. lutlceSluidBtrom also 
said t,h",t In 1946 ahOl:'tly att.er the Signing of the Aooord aU Swedish ljourta were 
G1rculariaod and nque1fted t.o repori beirl••• propert,r of Canaan. or.ig1n to'nlft'17 
belonging to 'riot1ms ot ~azi aot.ltlD to t.be ~nt. To date DOI18 baa be_ declared. 
iie f"o.l'f"t.her stated. that the Pllb11a lnherltaDce J'uftd has got.ten • ..u _ounta of' heir­
le88 RSNt." ••en yea!" but it has -Ilalaoat w1tboat oxoeptl0D propert7 ot Swedlah ­
origin. Tba only two caaoo mOD to the Pull0 IDher1taneo Itm.d or heirless propert.7 
at non-;:;wed1sh orip,1= WOl"o troD tb4t Baltl0 stAte., the ownwu Hre DOt. v1at.1ma ot 
Bald p8rHcutloft, the RGt.'Tegate MOunt,· .a.bout one huDdrecl· Jc:roneD, and llOreover., 
the lI\md _0 Ablo to· 8"1'"tn1n to1ttt aat1ataatioa the 1Dtttntlon of the deee&l.sec! &Ild 
to fJaKe a dllitrlbutton aocordlngly. 

lie said that. the situation 1n S~fin_.q"1te dUraNDt tl"om that in 51dtserland lD 
t.hat Snden never enjDyed' 8D exteno!" bu81ne88 .. an international banking nation. 
fie na10 ~hat hn wao oonv!noed in abort., that thor. wore DO bctirlo8D .aaets f'oroerlJ 
owned b;, Yictims ot Haai aotloA 1n SwedeD aDd t.nde. adaitte4 that be _0 ot that. 
opinion in July, 1946, when he aie:ned tb.e letter to the AUla. Oft heirless ~aet•• 
He .tatscJ hi8 w1111nn:nes8 to m~ a letter to .. atating bis beliet tbIJ.t there vera 
no such he1.r1988 uaeta 1n .5wedon. 

I •• ~gn~ted that it might be aialeading to general1me fro: tho conclusions or the 
CaptUll Control OrNeG with respect. to propert.1 ot Coman origin, since 1t was l-:tte17 
thnt !tost or the hoirlotul ?!"OP*1't1 of 'dct.u. ~ Bad. aotion priginated el••~. 
This 1.• 80 ~uae 81thou~h fl great JUlber of people an 1d.lled 111 Ger:::an,y, the 
phanoonon or h~1rle8Bner.8 _0 11b17 to be J'8N -Ill the was who maooged t,(} get 
some oepttal abroad. 1 also sU€,~euiod that the 1utoraatioA reee1ved trom the Courts 
oould not be • decisive guide 1n that thtlre would be DO oocui= tor heirless &asot. 
or the il'pe 111 wbich 1m wra interested to come to the attention ot the Courts. $.1m1­
lar4', the intonation reeelveO by the .PaD1iG ll'!1wr1t.u.... hnd, dnce Ut.t toe' oame 
via the Court., .1I'Oulc! Dot be likel)' to ooaprebtmd. the a1tuattCDa at conODna to WI. 
I theretere eu.ggested that DO' one could. be certain or the probable d.1mena1,:;,;: a ot 
.trieu. PToport, of' nasi notlms in &leclea without.- aa iIlqutI'J 'udreased ttT banka and 
other l!kely depoa1t8l"ia•• 

Jasti. S&n.1stro!\'1 stated t.ht.tt the goyer_at. bad imposed ...DUoue 'burdena ot investi ­
gatlon CIl 3.d!. bank. alroady 111 CCIlDeOt;lC1l wIth looat11l(C GanaD Propertl &ad would 
tteretore bo reluctant to burden them 08siD OIl t.h1. quaaUon, 8specially .iDee, 1D his 
vi•• there wall no real Ukellhocd that. lHIba'taatlal aaow:rt. or .uch propert7 edated. 
He alao Mid t..hat ~"11 ,eore07 lan nuic:l cOmplicate swah u. lDqu1f')'. I stated 
that the request MC!1'8saed to the ballka and other depoaitarieo Deed not eftt.\rl.l &n1 
labortolls reae8l'eb and that ftO queat1cm or Yiolatirls the 8eC1'1tC7 laws was In'¥Cl'lred. 
It WOuld be .mUIR meresl,. to uk the estlaat.ed agregate IIlIOUIlt or ac:cmata1lhiah bad 
remained ica~1ve sinee 1945. No further detaUe woulA be -oe~S8r1. Gnntir.g that. 
80i'tf9 ot this agE1"Geate IId.ght DOt 'bela. 1D the aategft7 ill which .. are 1ntereat.ed 
(althotogh the bulk or it probably would). the f'ipre _1114 indlcato the IIIUimua eU..... 
alofts ot the problem am aftord' u at.tt.bor.ltat1ft ...i8 tor detcnlin1ng whether turthel" 
aet10!.l _9 necensary. . 

.As to Justice Sandstro!!,'s ottv t.o 1IIl"1t.e a lAItWl", I S1:Ig8stad that it would 8_ 

preferable to aft until such aft 1nveaUptlOil bad 'taDA place and that ill IUJ1 event 


. he might tbink 1t MOre appropriate to oddre.8 the letter to the 81SDator1es ot the 
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Aoaarcl rather t.haJl to 118. 1 told Just!.. SaDC1BVom of the ee.rUer _ettng with 
BWeteI' Zettel"berg and stated that. In vi.. ot that. meettnr I proposed to go ahead 
with the project ot 8ubdttlng • memorandlBl req.atiDa aD s.mr.at1aatlon to tile 
Minister. I told Justice Sal1c:istrom that. OOPT would be ..at to hiD. 

When Idleoussed IQr conY8rsat.ioD with Jaat1ce SaDc111'Woa aQbaequentq with • lewtell 
law,yer In StookholJa, he told .. e ot a 8f.Dsle .... ot heirles8 propertl ot n.cm-3wedlsh 
Jewish. mglD in Sweden 8II0unt.1D£ to t1lO 111111011 kroD.ell. I have not. ,.et 1'8oe!Yed 
Nque8tec1 ve1'if'11Dg details trOll t.hiB 18..,... .. 

Tbe of't101ala at the American Eaabaaq to *011 I ftported. tile eomrersation with Justice 
SaDdstl'Oll 8&15 that theyllOuld support. oat' ........ _ lAdioatill£ both· to II1D1ater 
zetterberg and Justice SamatrOll that they thought. the tel'll8 ot tbeAca0r4.1I01Ild not 
be satisfiod without. 8CX18 def'1D1tift 1Dveatlptlon ortb.e atent to whlch heirl••• 
assets at Neal victims existed in Swedea. 

At our lIleeting with tUn1ster zetterberg ,. pointed out that Aberg's StU1'll8r-like 
pJ'opa£anda was be!rlg recalved in the UD1tecl States, ltaq and South Amr.r1caD oOQDvies 
and that .. hopakthat the Swedish authorities would ROoeed lD.•f'tectlvell silencing 
him. Minister Zetterberp, stated that be ",arded AbeJ'lI. aet11'ities 8. a d1rt7 attair 
and wished he would atop. He added. hownel', that 110 0118 in SWeden took Aberg aer101l8q 
and that in tact be _8 regarded .. a caaplatel7 wd.JIportaat oraokpot. He than said 
that the strong traditioD ot freedom ot ape•• 1n Saden ade it vert d1tflcult to take 
legal .otion against Aberg there. We responded by aariDi that. Aberg appealed to • much 
le88 Intelligent audience in other oount.r1•• and that. hi. propaganda, howeYer rldlou­
10Wl, sert'ed to keep Nasi ideas aliw. Ie IIboad the !aim.teI" • photoatat18 cOW or 
an envelope bearing a SwedIsh postmark tm4 .tated that Abare'. toreign .udleD~ -. 
DOt oareful enough to understand that be ..s lUI ~ single lndlvldualill 
Swden but probably tended to assooiate these laat though" with Sweden &enerall.r. 
HeDOe, '" suggested that it 'Roald be s\nDIq 1ft the 1Dtereat ot Swedea to suppress 
4bel"g. MiDister Zetterberg and Mr. BdllDi, the permanent Seoretnl'7 or the IUD1atl7, 
read the ezamplea ot Aberg'. literature I bad 'b.roqht alODg with .. with great JAtarest. 
Ther pointed out. that it would be dltt1C'&1lt to proeead ap1nst Aberg under t..bo geaeral 
laws against detamation In Swden at the pre.at t1me aDd that the ne.. -x..x Aber,­
would Dot go into etrect Wltii JanuaJ'7 1, 19". We ulalc:l tho Minister to aoulder 
barring Aberg troll the maUs a. • teraporarr aped1ent pead1Dc orlllfnal prosecution. 
He said that he won1<1 caretull1 coneldar tlda matter. bat npr8ssad doubts as to his 
po_rs in this respect under the relev4Dt InteJ'l'tlU"D&l foetal ConventtoDS, aM 
reiterated his general reluctance to dr.a ."thiag lMouleteDt with the Swedish tre4i­
Uon ot tree speech. We stated that 1n Ingland aDd the Ubited States there _8 . 
aWlar tradItion ot tre. speech 1Nt that DO ODe thought it protected detuatorr 
Utterancell and that it was our underat.and.1lt.g that Swdlah law as not ditferent 1D 
this ".~ct. In regard to the IntarDat10Dal. Postal Con1'eDtiou we latd that tbe7 
expreDII11' pl"oYided tor barring people tram the .u.a it their use ot the ma11a was . 
in furth@rance of criminal oonduot.. We aug,eated that in Ji- ot the detuatorJ 
Datura of Aberg's lIterature, bi. use ottba Bils would COIII8 within this oateg0J7. 

W. alao aaked Min1aterZetterberg to &auk to detera1ne 1Ibo pJ'OIided Aberg'. tiDanoial 
support. Empbu1z1ng the stake that Swedea had 1ft prrtellt1D« the creatioD or. 
111'0128 lIIpresBion abroad, we stated tbat tid. would be aD appropriate subject tm­
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aonmmental inqu1r;y. Ipin, Hinister ~ter'berl ..14 he would' eaNtulq consider, 
our IlIgfeB't1on. 

, ; . 

I spoke to ttr. 5"D SalmooDoD, • leadin« Swediah lnyer,abDut tJie reaalbU1tq or 
our retaining investigators to "tind out the IIOU1"Oe ot abera'. ~"loial npport. 
He stated tbv.t. "hUe there _8 DO, law 1n Sweci.D preYeDt.1.ng our toUow1~ thts cO'W"!e, 
be would advise strongly against it since the, diHloa1ll'e at iaveat1gat..ors ot tore1p 
source in Swadenr .ould raise obarrasainl q.attoDS wtdob, bad 'batter b8 avoided. 

At. the Embassy, IIr. CwruaiDg, the Counselor, atat.ed that. be ''tbOURht that. 1t Aberc 
perlJiated in his aotivitios a prosecut1on would be beguDaptut. hi. Ihortly attar 
the csw law became e.tf'eot1ve 1n Januar,y,l 1950. Be atated tbat It II1gbt. be pasaible 
within t.he preoise &amework ot one ot t.be PMtal ConwDt.~ tor the Un!ted State. , 
to u.ka a representation to the Swed1ab. OcmtJ'Dl:!lNlt about A_1"I'8 aotlv1tlea. H. s.14 
he did, Dot know what the provisions ot the reltmmt eonventlODI were in this respect. 
nOl" whether the representations which Id«bt be made should be • Postal Authoritle. 
or by the State Depart;aent. He suggested that 01ll" I .. York or 'aahington oftica'lI1ght 
ant to look into this question. He .al4 that the !'abaa87 bad predoual:r expressed t.o " 
the Swedish Government lt~ lnterest in having Aberg stopped ~ad tbat he 1'Oul.d be 
prepared t.o do so ~cdn if no prosecutioll -.re 1Ditlat.ed saaiDat Aberg arter them"" 
law became etrecti"..i, ' ':, .' , " , . 

Kr~ Cwrlm1ag aent _ to ... D6D.1s nian, the' Beoolll S.o...tar.r ot the Embassy,.0 had 
done some work on the Aberg oeae in the past. ftiDD' alSo ..i4 bit thought. that. pro­
secution WCJ'.lld be started 1n January or aboJ"t,17 t.h81"eatter.nl. aloo add that he 
thought that Aberg had OIUr a few .mall. baokera ad that he cJ1d aot bel1~ tba~ he 
oper.'ltad. en. a large seale. 

David Xapn1walq, SeOTetal7 or the Mow.1m loraaal1ngen, __ also oont1dent. that. 
Aberg would be subjected to pr.Qseout1cm .0011 atter the ,f'1rst ot the :ear. He said , 
that the CommWl1ty had bad 8cme dOtlbts about thedeauabU1v ot the ·1exAberg· _lab 
peD8l1sed group' det_tioD but that DOW tbtIJ ""8 aaUuf1ed that the enactment ft_ • 
tortunaw development. Be said that. he euspeoted that A'barI bad ••lnglo backer, but 
had DO proof. Ue mentiollf!tld as a 3USpect OM Carlberlh the inheritor 'or a oonaide:rable 
fortune, who 1188 knorm tor his aotive ~lIOOi"lonw1th the ltas1 Ol"ISn1ut1oD in Swdsn 
in the p,ust and who rligbt be d:laposoil t~ .t.tnd1n£ 80fte outlet lIke Aberg D01J tbat. 
the tlad orgaD.lzatioD was dead. At 111 reqUest, be aa1d that the loaa1eka PorsamUog8a. 
would imwsolately bire a protes81Qnal 1nveatlptor to aeek to tind out detlnitely who 
Is suppo)"tlng Aberg. He did not ask tor 8117' t.f.mInc1al aa.1ataDee from the ComII1ttee. 

111.8. 
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Dear Mr 0 Minister I 

Because the undersigned organizations have long been actively concerned with 
furthering the spiritual and material recover,y of surviving victims of Nazi 
persecution, they are especially aware of the universal admiration which the 
government of Sweden and her citizens have deservedJ,t won for themselves by 
their splendid generosity and devotion in this field. Your own friendly and 
sympathetic reception to the proposals with respect to heirless property 
recently presented to you by Lady Reading, Dr. Bienenfeld, and Mr. Isenbergh is 
a most gratifYing personal confirmation of this aspect of Swedish humanit&rianismo 

Following out your suggestion, we submit a brief" outline of the proposal discussed 
with you. In essence it is quite Simple, being addressed only to the preliminar,y 
stage ot effectuating the recommendation embodied in Justice Sandstrom's note of 
Jul;y 18, 1946, to the delegates of France, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. That recommendation, that heirless assets in Sweden formerly owned by 
victims of Nazi action be devoted to purposes of' relief, reqUires f'irst of all 
an authoritative estimate of the dimensions of the problem. It is only on the 
basis of such an estimate that a definitive settlement would appear possible.

6i . 
We theretore take-the liberty to propose that the Swedish Government circularize 
Swedish banks, bankers, safety deposit institutions, and ther possible reposi­
tories of assets of the kind in question." To make . as unburdensome as 
possible and to avoid any problem of' oontlict with secrecy laws, we suggest that 
no information about individual deposits or accounts be requested•. It would 
appear to be sufficient to ask each establishment solicited to submit only an 
estimate of the Aggregate value of accounts and deposits held by it, originating 

.._ in any of the oountries which were occupied by German;r during World War II, with 

!: L-_--.r.e~~ct to which no communication has been received from the owner or his heir or 


~q.(I.k; othel}., successor since May 9, 1945. In the case of safety deposit boxes or similar 

:. /' receptacles of which the contents are not known, a mere statement of the number 


, · ..···'1 of such instances would suffice for immediate purposeso 

We are aware of the poasibility that some property not within the category with 
which we are concerned might be included within the aggregate revealed by the 
inquiry. We believe, however, that the proportion would be trivial, and are 
confident, in view of experience with like questions in other countries, that an 
upeditious method of dealing with BIV' such other property as may exist oan readily 
be worked outo That question is in &n1 case anticipator.yo The important result 
of the inquiry would be to make available a working estimate of the maximum dimensions 
of the problem in the light of which an appropriate plan for ultimate disposition 
oan be worked out. . 

,Because of the preliminary nature of what we propose, we refrain at this time from 
outlining the various modes of assuring the devotion of heirless assets of Nazi 
victims to purposes of relief. We point out, however, that the almost universal 
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application of this principle in the Western Countries <as well as, pursuant to 

the Peac~ Treaties, in the "Satellite" Countries) makes it quite clear that as a 

practical matter, the objective is readily' attainable without substantial admini­

strative difficulty.", 


We should be most grateful to, learn of Il.D1 aotion taken, on this matter by your 
Government0 (Ani communioationsent to Ir. Isenbergb.at .the above address will 
be promptly transmitted to all the Signatories.) '.:. . . . ," . ,'. 

With sincere good wishes, we remain 

· Reapeottully, . 

.,. R. Bienenteld, Legal Adviser 
· WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

,. 

Jerome. J •. Jaoobson, General Counsel 
AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMmEE 

. .'. \ 

·	Max I'senbergb, Counsel for. European Operations 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

milss 
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