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War Clalms, us
Qur Conferanca, repraannting a8 great number of tha largest minority orgen-
izations, was spproaschsd by persons belonging to our particular organizetions,
calling ocur attention to a situstion which they fsel reflects discrimination

ald great injustice egainst them, eand urging us to call 1t to public atiention.

. - : | (FAD;Ff‘n Affrs Dept
To the Editor of the Nsu York Times: =trg s Dept)

During the last 7 years en omnibus bill cnncarn&ng foreign cleims legisla-

tion was first introduced in the Sanate, and then, when the House Committes

did not act on it, the sdwministration reintroduced a bil), known as HR S063,

_ 4n the House of Representatives, wshere the House Forsign Affeirs Sub-cammittne
on Europe recommended that the provision cun:arning dgistribution of tha Italian
Claims Fund be stricksen out.

The Senste Forsign Relations Committea did nut accnpt such changes end twice
the bill passed in the Senate without the changes proposad in the House; but
the House Foreign Affairs Sub-Committae did not bring the matter during the
last sassion to 8 Jjoint confarence, and no joint conferance was held; so that
the holders of awards sgainst Rumania and Bulgaria, and also claimants against
Italy, cannot get payment, althoughthe respsctive funds have been in the
Treacury for years without any interest due on them.. Also, since Congrsas
passed 8 law, 604L-B5 in 1958, over onsunllion dollers of Italian woney remsins
unused, So that not only those who wara entitled by this law, but slsoc many '
who ars Amsrican citizens for 30 and 40 years who because of certain circum-
stances did not know of the damaga to thair prapartv. remein unpeid.

The Sanata correctad this situetion in the last session snd sent ths bill

back to tha Housa, where it has beesn aitting ever since, awalting eomz action
on the part of the Houss leadership. GSenator William J. Fulbright, Chairman -
of the Senate Forsign Relations Committse, wrots Edne Kelly, Chelrman of ths
‘House Sub-Committes, on Descember 1, 1967, stating ths background of the Senata's

position, with a vieu to expediting action on the legislation, but has received
no raply.

The panple who wauld ba benafitad by the lagialation. and who hava busn wait—
ing since the end of dorld War I1 for compensdtion, are aging &nd will be
beyond help before long. 6till the House of Repreeentatives does nothing.
There is no reason for this, snd the interested partiss ask, rightfully, why
no Justice is done, end why ths House cannot adopt tha bill as 1t passed the
Senate, 85 recommended by the Department of State and by the Foreign Claimm
Ssttlement Commission « and why this legislation, HR S063, is still lying on
the desk of the Clerk of the House, whila the funds for the Rumeniap,Bulgarisn
auardees, and the Itslian claimants, ramain uith the Traasury Depar ncnt for
s many yaara, unused. . A

o |
: NATIDONAL CONFERENCE FOR EQUALITY UNDER CLAIMS LEGISLATICON, i
consisting of: co _

American Association of Former Austrian Juriste

American faderation of Jeuws from Cantral Euraps

Amarican Jeuwlsh Commities

- American Jewish Congress ‘ :

American Yugoslav Claims Committes : : 5
Assnclietion aof Czechoslovak Jews ' 4 i
Association of Farmer Combattants of Oraza Hihailnvic ’
#sgsociation of Former Curopean Jurists '
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To Editor New York Times . 2. March 11, 1968
Association of Yugoalav Jews . S _ ‘ )

Bulgarian Claims Committes
Club of Polish Jous

. Canfarence of Americens of Centra& Eastarn Buropaan Descsnt
Coordinating Commitise of Nazi Victims Orgenizetions o
World federation of Hungarian Jews ,

'

i
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date March 1, 1968

to Jeggy/Gﬁgggan ’ : |

from Ed Lukas

LLIER D UIER I O LLE

subject ZNat’l_ Conference for Equality Under Claims ‘Legis 1atib@

T am just getting around to reading your memorandum of February 13,
relative to the subject of Paul Neuberger's letter to you respect-

ing the Claims Conference.

U‘nle's‘s the Ur_lited‘States Court ::V'.ejects' the new legislative re-
apportionment and re-districting plan fowfr New York State, it would
appear that the Néwk .Y>ork State Legislatu:;:e‘r'endered a signal
service to the Claims Conference (without realizing it) by ré~

distributing Congresswoman Edna Kelly's éoﬁg'res‘sional district.

Let's see what the Court does with the plan.

{

EJL:mc ’
cc: Hyman Bookbinder
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beruhry 13, 1968

Ed Lukas, Israel Laster
Jerry Goodman

National Conference for Bquality Under Claims
Legislation

Attached is a copy of a letter from Paul' Neuberger, a lawyer who
serves as chairman of the Conference. We are, of course, members
of the group which has been trying for years to effect changes in
law or procedure in order to adjust present claims laws. While I
do not see much hope for this overall problem, I wonder if we can
be of any help in the particular instance concerning the Italian
claims program. If H.R. 9063 were approved, it might then begin

to set a precedent for the larger problems of adjusting claims of
those who became nationals after the losses of properties in Europe.
I believe the attached is self-explanacory and I hope we can suggest
someone to contact Congresswoman Kelly.

Encl.
¢c: Hywman Bookbinder -
JG:MS
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ONational Conference for Equality Under, Cldis7Begislition
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< AMEYIcan Jewis Lt
16 West 46th Strest o New York, N..Y. 10036 ~ ¢ Ju 62146
o | 'KFAD+ Foreign Affairs Dept.)

MemptRs© . C February 5, 1968
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF - . : o N

FORMER AUSTRIAN JURISTS
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF

-JEWS FROM CENTRAL EUROPE Mr. Jerry Goodman . '
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE - % American Jewish Committee.
A ooty 165 East 56th Street £

aams comwrree . New York, N, Y, v ‘

ASSOCIATION OF o !
CZECHOSLOVAK JEWS

ASSOCIATION OF FORMER  DNeay Jarry:
COMBATTANTS OF i

DRAZA MIHAILOVIC ) .
associanion of rormer 1 have not heard from you for a long time and I am

' EUROPEAN JURISTS looking forward to meeting you again for a little
ASSOCIATION OF YUGOSLAY JEWS chat some time at your convenience, :
" BULGARIAN CLAIMS COMMITTEE A 3

CWBOFPOUSHEWS T aonngetion with this Conference I wish to advise
O O s s YOU that the one matter where we could push the quest
curorean piscent  £oT equality under claims legislation is Bill HR 9063,
COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF specifically with regard to the American claimants
"“'“ﬂgifg:ﬁﬁf:’ ‘against Italy who should receive compensation out of
O oaman sews - bhe balance of the Italian Cldims Fund, being legally
entitled thereto on the basis:of Public Law 85-604.

P

* in formation :
Congresswoman Edna F. Kelly, during these past two
Sessions, has consistently eobstructed the enactment of
the respective provision in said Bill ER 9063, and she
succeeded in pushing through her recommendation in
the House of Representatives to delete this provision

. from the Bill, although the Senate unanimously approved
the original %ext, as well as the Foreign Claims Settle-
ment Commission, and even the Department of State, al-
though reluctantly, as you will see from the letter to
Senator Williams, a copy of which 1s enclosed herewith.

The matter should have come before a jolnt congression-
‘al conference during the last Session, but Mrs. Kelly
sabotaged this, holding the matter back with the inten-
tion of exerting some pressure upon the Senate to ac-
cept her version, just so the Omnibus Bill (HR 9063)
which also contalns provisions regarding Bulgaria, Ru-
mania, ete, will go through. '

I consider the attitude of‘Cohgresswoman Kelly highly
- arbitrary and improper, ‘

It has been suggested to_mé’that-the only way to get
this matter moving would be that some protests are
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Page 2= , ' ; ~ February 5, 1968
¥r, Jerry Goodman | |

|

lodged wlth Mrs. Kelly fronm her own constituents, or by some
clubs or organizations in her dilatrict. I enclose herewith

"a draft for such a protest letter which 1s not, in any way, ag-
gressive, and I would appreciate it, 1f ‘the American Jewlsh
Committee has a Chapter in Brooklyn '12th Distriet, that you
‘have them write such a letter, or 'you were to get some pro-
‘minent persons in her distric% to do so. I am enclosing here-
with the geographical 1ocation of her district‘

I am sending a copy of this letter to Kurt. Perhaps we can
find a way to put an end to this obstructién of justice.

I would appreciate haqring from you and to receive your opinion
on this matter, and remain with kindest personal regards,
i ’ T N .

.Sinéerdly yours,

T PAUL NEUBERGER —
PN:AM f ‘

- Enc,

337956



R L I

ot o bt a4 e e b otany s S o o B e e SR

. , _ . ey e WSRO
) o ' .'; "Box. 144- File 9
_ : R "" . Zfdﬁ’é:r&:"fr}“bsew Ssh ComznltteE_

s e gy, e e t.“.,.‘doa_i ‘E?UD 1r.a...._," s o™
. i I 5% : QO
. : - ! - ‘.

Eea i
DEPARTMENT OF STATE :
WuMng!on. o.c. 20520
‘\’O\I BER 15 1‘36‘7

. s . - .
Honortale-Qarrlson A. Wllllams, Jr.f«"~ R, . :

. United States Scnate - . R T :
Washlngton D. C 20510 Cew e e 'f;' :

) Dear Senator WilliamS' '.ﬂ‘ f'.i;l P <’5n

- have received your comxmunication of November 1 R
concérning a letter to you from Mr. Joseph de Polo, . .- ?

- which tronsmitted a copy of Mr. de Polo's letter to :

Senator Fulbright. Mr. de Polo's letter to Semator . :

- Fulbright expresses his opposition to action takea . ... . ... ©

by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs with regaxd ... [ -7

to H. R. 9063, a bill "To amend the International el

Claims Scttlcment Act of 1949, as amended, to provide .

N for the timely determination of certain claims of KNy
Aner ican natlonals, and for other purposas." ©

Hr. de Polo is concerned with the‘Commlttee‘s amend=-. ;. f

' ment to the bill which struck out 2 proposed new sub- :
section (b) to Section 304 of title III of the Act, e

If enacted, this subsecction would authorize the Foreign 1
. Clainms Settlement Commission to reopen the Italiaa R "

claims program to permit the filing of claims by persons - T

sutfarlno loss or damage as a result .of the Italian .

Govtrﬂmeﬁ t's actions during World War II in cases where B

-those persons became United States nationals by August 9 ' t
1955. Participation in the Italian claims program had - i

previously been- limited to persons 'who were United s

States nationals at the time of the loss or damage. - s

The Committee deleted this provision because it did T

_ not zccord with the established rule of international o

. . . law that a State may not. seek compensation from anotner R
State on behalf of persons who were not 1t9 natiOﬁals o T

. at the time of loss. R SR . i

" : R I :
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: . . i 2
: The Department of State hus “eﬁularly Opposed pexr- .
T P _ mltgzng persons vho zcquired United States nationality == -
T ... after the date of their loss or damage to share in lump :

L . sum claims settlements because of the rule of inter- oL

S ational law cited by the Committee. It did not oppose R
: S be provision in H.R. 9083 because of special circum- . ‘
e . © ‘stances usually not present: all valid claims in the . ' =°

. -Italian claims program which belonged to persons who . «. _x . :
S were United States nationals at'the time of loss oxr - . .. ° |
T - -damage had been fully peaid, and funds remalned tbe R

S ., . ;tallan clainms fund EURE ‘Aa_ S o

L ' “he Department of State favors tne adop»ion of H.R. 9063 %
RN L as orl«lnally submi tted to Congress by the Execuuiva  ;;¢:w‘1§
. W o B . Lo . - .'.‘e . - - . L - oo ‘_. . - . - .: . .- ." Vs ?
[ o I hOpe thls informaticn wlll be of assistance ln I PARY i
‘ - answerlng Hb. de Polo s 1nqu1ry.‘” ;tv~'~‘&,l';\£'fi»'i”-*‘ i
3 K - . ’ . : . N - .e : o C : N "’\"“': ',: '..)‘ . - ‘-’ Tt lﬁ,& )
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B R T S R UL . Slncerwly yours “‘=§
R TR S P T Ullllam B. MaCOMbur, -.-“‘.L-w,m'”! i
R ST ' . “Assistant Secretary for . . oo
e T e T .~ .Congressilonal Relations . - - "7 LY
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 FAD 1 .

Datad:

Yon, Edna F, Kelly

House of Representatives : ,
Houge Cfflce Building o
%asaington, D, C. : v

Dear urs., Kally:

S8 one of rour censtitvents I have been rather distressed to
lﬂa*n fron some of my friends who are awaiting the passage of
841l H,E, 9063 4in orcar %o roceive payment, that the said B1ll
nas nct 72t been considerad by tne Housa after its passaze by
the Sennte last month,

I vnderstend there is a ¢nestion regarding the payusent of cer-
tain imericans who bocome eitizens after thay suffsred a loss,
bt shet ths State Devartment and the eommissioen wiiich hisndlaes
thega claims have both o cewnenq@d a prov*sioa to taks care of
these pecple. .

I czmnnot uvndsratand why, zince Congroas once established a ore-
cedent to do taxa under the Italian Claims rrogram, and this
money is not faxpayers! funds hut tire funds of tha Govorament
cof 'talj, this shculd ve an issua on xbich the aentire 3311
snould ningea.

I undarstand that you arae Cha;rman of a anbcommittea wi ¢ch
nandlaed this 31:1 in 3the iouse, and I wauld very meh like to

. Know why the Jenate form of the Bill eannot be passaed without
doing violenca to basic principlaes, since this is a special si-
tuation wiiich has alrvady besn the subject of legislst ion ten
years azo and will not aaudolish anf pracedent with respsct to
any other fund,

i would also ve;y mch appraciale hearing from you what you feel
W@y ag ynr censtituants, can do to assist in the passage of
this lugialaﬁlﬁd, so that, after all these yaars, thosa of us
Aoithuaanian, Sulgarian and Iltclian origin can at last be compen-
33. "Jd. ' ; : ' V :

Resgnectfully yours,

337959
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That part of the éorougn‘of Brﬁok;yn héginﬁing at a point where
23rd Avenné, Avenﬁe'm, and Dahiil aoadfintersact, thence northep-
1y along Dahill Road to 58th Street, to 18th Aveme, to 59th
Street, to Fort Hamilton Parkway, to 51st Streat, to.Bthvﬂvenne,
to 37th Street, to Fort Hamilton Parkwéy; to McDonald Avenue
(Gravesend ivenue), to Greenwood Avaﬁué,'ta‘Prosﬁect-Park Soufhe
west, to Parkside Avenus, to Ocean Avahue,_td Washington Avenue,‘
 to Sastern Parkway, to Underhill Avanué,‘to Prospect Place,vté
Vanderbilt Avenus, to Atlantid Avanua,ﬁto Cumberland Strest, to
Green &vénna, to Vanderbilt Avenua; to. Gates Avenus,‘to Kashing-
~ton Avenue to Lafayetta Avenue, to Bedford Avenue, to Monros
- 8treet, to ldarey Avenue, to Fulton Strset t0 Brooklyn Avenue, to
ﬁtlantié Avenue, to Kinzston Averme, to 3t, Johns Place, to Alba-
‘ny~év¢nue, to Bastarn Parkway, to Troy Avenue, to Empirs Boulevard ,
- to Albany Avemue, to East New York Avemue, to Troy Avenus, to
Lefferts Avenue, %o Schenectady Avanué, to Winthrop °treet, to
Utica Avnnue, to Lenox Road, to East 52nd Street to Linden Boule-
vard, to Zast 33rd Street, to Church Avenue, to Schenectady Aveme,
to Cortelyou- Road, to Canarsie Avenune, to Tilden Avenne, to Flat-
bush Avenué,'to]Beverly Road, to Coney Island Avenng, to Ditmas
Avemis, to Flatﬁush Avenue, to Newkirk AVenne, to Brooklyn Avenua,
.to Foster Avenue, to East 37th Street, to Farragut‘Rbad, thence
westarly to Flatbush Avenus, td Glenwéod R&ad, to Nostrand Avenue,
to Avenue £, to Last 15th Straet, to qunue L, to Coney Island
Avaenue, to Averue K, to East 9th Streét;’to Avenue 3, thence

wasterly to the place of beginning. | - - 3379‘;0
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(FAD Foreign Affairs Dﬁpgrtmeii ) Am Jﬁu~(ﬁmﬁﬁ%¢*ﬁv9¢)
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of theAmerican o h'ﬁut9

CONFIDENTIAL
MIRU T'E S

Me%ting of Organizations Cooﬁerating
on Austrian Problemsi
Friday, December 5th, 1952
Present: Col, Bernard Bernstein :

Mr, Frank Goldman 5
Mr, Abraham Glovsky N

Dr, Bugene Hevesi e \ 14 ‘: ;—g P “l:\ I3 FT | &
Mr, Moses A, Leavitt @(@(\\i tl-"i E’Hlig i]r LA o
Dr, Nehemiah Robinson \ Lu_d ARERR IR I IR 1 a ] :

Mr. Saul Kagan

Dr. Israel Goldstein and Mr, Adolph Held had called to express their
regrets at being unable to attend the meeting, Ur., Nahum Goldmann and Mr, Marcel
Franco had not“yet returned from abroad, : : . i

The first item on the agenda referred to the meeting with the Department
of State on November 25, 1952, Mr, Kagan referred .to the written report which hnda
been circulated, In summary, he pointed out that this meeting had been on a
staff level, with the irdividuals directly handling the matter. The Departrent
_representatives had reaffirmed that the position of the U.S. on Jewish claims
against Austria would continue unchanged.- The representatives of the organiza~
tions urged that the Department request the Austrian leaders to keep this issue
out of the forthcoming elections and to take all necessary action, right after
electinong, to initiate discussions with the Jewish groups. They pointed out that
regardless of the outcome of the elections, the basic composition of the Govern—
ment would remain the same, The Department representatives again urged the orga— °-
nizatinns not to highlight the issue publicly at the present time, since they felt 4
that such a move would have no practical effect and would only benefit the neo- x
Nazl party in the forthcoming electinns, The Department agreed to initinte steps
tn secure a commitment from the party leaders and had instructed the people in
Vienna to this effect, unless they should have strong objectinons, According to
information received from the Department as late as yederday, no obJjections have
as yet been received from Vienna, and it is therefore assumed that the U.S. High
Commissioner!s office is proceeding in accordance with the instructions, The

. Department again urged that this matter be treated as strictly confldential -and
be given no publlcity whatever,

cdgesean et

In the meantime the Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber had visited the ‘
Department and the Department had raised this problem with him, Gruber had stated.
that he was planning to meet with the organizations in order to. “explain" t0 them -
the situation, The Department urged the organizatinns to meet with Gruber and
even suggested that they take the initiative in promoting such a meeting, Mr,
Kagan reported that he was in touch with the Austrian Consulste and expected to
hear from them on Monday, December 8th, regarding a meeting with Gruber, It had
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been indicated that possibly Gruber would not meet with the organizations until
after the Austrian issue had been taken up at the U.N. Dr, Hevesi felt that if at
a1l possible the meeting should take place before the U.N.decision, although it
was realized that if Gruber could not make it until later, this would have to be
accepted, Mr, Lesvitt felt that there was no real purpose in a meeting with Gru-
ber, who would naturally be in no position tn make any kind of commitment, but the
organizations had no basis on which to refuse to meet with Gruber, even though it
would merely be a formal meeting., Mr, Leavitt felt that it should be a small,
top-level delegatinn, Mr, Gnldman suggested that a2 dnte be set and a delegation
be selected after the date were known, Mr, Kagan agreed to pursue the matter
further with the Austrian Consulrte and to advise the organizations after a date
had been gset, Mr, Kagan also reported that there would be a meeting between '
Gruber and Ambassador Eban, %

The next issue for discussion invnlved the problem nf representations
within the U.N, Mr, Kagan reported that the representatives of the organizations
bad been attempting to meet with Mr. Eban, and that after much delay and diffi-
culties of schedulel, caused by the debate on the Palestine issue, there had been
2 brief, informal meeting, It is the tentative position of the Israelis that, at
the occasion of the U.N, debate on the Austrian issue, they will vote for the
Austrian proposal but will make a statement deploring the lack of positive action
by Austria in connection with the Jewish claims, The representatives of the orga-
nizations conveyed to Mr, Eban the views of the State Tepartment in this conn2c-
tion, It was agreed that before the Israel statement would be made, there would .
another meeting with the organizatinns, following the Eban-Gruber talk, Whils the
Israelis realize that Gruber cannot make any commitments to them, they appreciate
that this also places him in a position where he can resist Arab pressure on the
ground that he cannnt bind a carstaker gnvernment,

In the course of the discussinns with Mr, Eban, the fnllowing suggest—
inn developed, It would be important that, wherever Gruber went in the U.N., he
enounter concern regarding the Jewish claims, The Isrnelis have very good con-
nectinns with the Brazilian delegatinn, who are the sponsors of the Austrian
motinn, and it was suggested to alert a number of nther delegatinns at the U.N.,
such as the Canadians, possibly the British and French, and some of the South
American ones, Mr, Gnldman stated that he knew Lester Pearson of Canada and
mizht be able to mentinn this matter to him, It was felt that, as regards Mr,
Pearson, it might be best if the approach were made through a Canadian organiza-
tirn and Mr. Leavitt stated that he would discuss it with Saul Hayes of the Cana-
dian Jewish Congress. As regards the nther delegntinns in questinn, it was de-
cided to avoid the calling of any meetings of delegates, no matter how small or
informal, since this might arruse counter~action by the Arabs, BRather various
delegates would be contacted nn an individual, informal basis. The organizations
would work out some arrangement with the Israelis to determine who would make the
various contactss 4s rezards connectiong with the British delegation, the Board
of Deputies had stated that they would contact the Foreign Office, No word had
been received as to whether this had been done and Mr, Kagan would check with
Mr, Janner, As regards the French, Mr, Kagan suzgested that the organizations
check with Mr, Franco whether he had any contacts to individual members of the
French delegntion,

P
T
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In this connectinn Mr, Kagan reported that Gruber had not yet contacted
Senator Lodse, who had bteen appninted by General Eisenhower as the next head of
the U.3, Delezation to the U.,N. It was likely, however, that Gruber would see him
and it wns felt that it would be helpful if Senator Lndge could be apprised of the
Jewish problem and could mention it to Gruber, so that Gruber might feel that the
next administration would continue the same line as pursued heretofore by the U.s.
Govermnment, -Mr., Goldman pointed out that Mr, Glovsky was in a position to dis-
cuss the matter with him frankly. The meeting realized that Senator Lodge would
not make any statement to Gruber on this issue unless he had cleared the matter
first with Mr, Tulles, and that it was not certain whether such a comparatively
minor igsue would be discussed by them, However, they felt that it would cer-
tainly be 2 gnod thing to infarm the 3enator nf thisg issue generally and that it
would be very helpful if Mr, Glovsky would discuss it with him, Mr, Glovsky ex-
prressed his rendiness tn follow: .  the suggestions of the organizations,

Mr, Kagan next reported on =2 letter received from Dr. Genrge Weis,
copy of which had previnusly been cilrculated, Dr, Weig had had a discussion
with Dr, Maurer, the head of the Jewish community in Vienna, who is also an
active member of the Sncialist Party, According to Dr. Maurer, the Austrian
Bocialists had set up a committee to consider the Jewish demands and were plan-
ning to invite the community for discussinns, He slgo understnod that this
committee would be prepared to negotiate with the community, but not with the
fareign organizations, Dr, Weis had suggested tn Dr, Maurer that he write to
New York on the matter at nnee, but sn far no letter from him had been received,
Mr, Leavitt felt very strongly that the orzanizations: should have no separate
discussions with any of the political parties, since such steps could undermine
the entire project., - He felt that the Jewish community in Vienna, as part of the
whole group, should also refrain fram any such discussions, which would contra-
vene the resolutinns adopted in Salzbure by the Jewish Communities of Austria,
It was decided that a letter should be written tn Dr., Maurer, conveying this
positinn, It was also felt to be desixp%l%fﬁ%ﬁ%%g% the ponsition of the Socialist
Party as reported by Dr, Maurer is based non fact, Mr. Kagan had discussed the
matter with Mr, Held, and Mr, Held had agreed to mentinn it to representatives
of the Socialist Party whn were expected to arrive shortly in New Ynrk in con-
nectinn with the U.N, debate, ~ ‘

In this connectinn Mr, Kazan raised the entire issue of closer contgct
between the organizations and the Jewish community in Austria, It was the sense
nf the meeting that there is urgent need for effective liaison and that it would
be best to have snmeone permanently in Viema to do this job. It was also the
sense of the meeting that this should be a person already on the spot and Mr,
Ted Peder, the JDC representative, was suggested. Dr. Brbinson requested that
a decisinn on this print be deferred for a few days until he had cleared this
matter with his organigzation, Mr., Kagan undertnnk to clear the matter with the
nrzanizations not represented at the meeting,

The last item on the agenda concerned the efforts nf the KZ~Arerican .
Assnciation of Former Inmates of Concentration Camps, headed by Dr. Armand Eisler,
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As in the case of the negntiatinns with the Germang, Dr. Eisler is protesting

the nmisgion of his grnup frnm participatirn in thefnegntiatinns and charging
that his group is truly representative nf the Austrian persecutees and that the
organizations now invnlved are mnt representing persecutee interests. Dr, Eisler
has addressed memnranda t6 this effect tn the Austrian gnvernment., This matter
was brouzht to the attentinn nf the organizdiinns by the Jewish community in Vienna,
to whom Dr, Eisler had sent cnpies nf his cnrrespondence with the Austrian autho-
rities, The community did nnot reply to Dr. Eisler, pending the expression of the
views of the organizrtinns and characterized this actiorn as an attempt to under-
mine the unity of the Jewish groups. This correspondence was also circulated
among the organizations,

Unforanately, Dr, Bisler's connectinns with the Austrians are better
than with the Germans, an' he has persmnnal contactsto Figl, Schaerf, ete, More~
over, it is anticipated that the Austrians would welcome an excuse for further
nbjectinns and delays, Mr, Leavitt felt, however, that nothing could be done
with Dr, Eisler and stated that the informatinrn which was gathered at the time of
the Haoue negotiations indicated that this is a small and unrepresentative group,
It is necessary, however, to speedily implement the earlier decision of the com~
mitteé¢ to include a representative of Austrian Jewish refugee organizations on
the crmmittee, Mr, Kagan reported that he had been advised by the Austrian groups
here that they would appnint a Prof, Loewy, However, official notific¢ation of
this designation was still pending until the aprnintment had been cleared with the
#usgtrian grours in Israel,
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MEMORANDUM
To: Organizations ‘Cooperdting on Austrian Problems

Frdm' ,Saul Kagan

" This will confirm that a meeting of the organizations cooperatlng on
Austrian problems has been scheduled for Friday, December 5th, 1952, at
2:30 P.M,y in the office of the Joint Distribution Committee, 270 Madison

" Avenue, The following mgenda is proposed- Cod :
1) Report on the meeting with the State Department
: 2) Meeting witﬁ Dr, Gruber V
3) Representations in the U.N.
Ly - Austrian Jewi sh- Communi ty

5) K2 American Association of Former Inmates of Concentration Camps
and Other Victims of Nagzi Persecution S

Enclosed Pleage find the :followmg material concerning the problems on
‘the agendat .

1) Reportjbn the neeting with the State Department
2) .Ifevt‘ter‘ from Dr. George 'rfeis, dated NovZemb“ér 19, 1952
3) Letter.from Dr, Schaerf, dated Nofember 13, 1§52
4y Correspondence between the K2 American Association of Former In-
- mtes of Concentration Camps and Dr, Maurer of the Jewish Comme -

nity in Vienna and the Austrian Consulate in New York,

The attached material, particularly the rexﬁért on the meeting with
the State Department, should be considered as STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL, -

Seut K.
Saul Eagan_

SK:AUN -' , o | ' i
EnCQ <. : ) o
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MEMORANDUM

; CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: Meeting at the Stute Department - November 25, 1952 - concernlng
the Austrian restitution and 1ndemn1flcat10n problems,

Present: Mr, Ridgeway Knight, Acting Director of the Office of Western
Buropean Affairs; Mr., Lansing Collins, chief of the Austro-Italian
desk; Mr. Kennedy, political offlcer, Mr, Hene Land of the Office
of the Legal Advisor :

Dr. Bugene Hevesi, Mr., Saul Kagan, Dr. Nehemiah Rcbinson and
Mr, Abba Schwartz

The meeting was called upon the request of the Jewish organizations
to review the developments in Austria as they affect the settlement of
routstanding restitution and indemnification problems., The rcepresentatives
of the organizations indicated that to the best of their knowledge most
of the members of the caretaker government felt - as late as three wecks
ago - that an invitation to the organizations should be extended. However,
it appears that Foreign Minister Gruber succeeded in persuading the Cabinet
to defer an extension of an invitation until afber the elections. It would
appear that Dr. Gruber was primarily concerned about pacifying the Arab
‘States whose support will be sought at the U.N. in connection with the
resolution calling for the restoration of Austrian sovereignty.

The representatives of the organizations stated that regardless of the
formal position taken by the caretaker government, the two political parties
which governed Austria during the past several years will retain a majority
in the ncw Perliament. Thesec are the two partics which before the Cabinet
crisis expressed thoir readiness to meet with reprosontatlves of the
Jewlsh organizaticns, -The organizations feel that it is imperative that
a commitment be obtained fromthe leaders of the two political parties,

Dr. ¥igl and Dr, Schaerf, to the effect that
(1) the issue of the Jewish demands should be kept out of the current
clections to avoid a race between the two parties for the Neo-Nazi
votes based on a promise to abstain from improvements in the
restitution and indemnification laws favoring perseccutees,

(2) the two parties would take the initiative to call for negotiations
with the representatives of the Jewish organizetions as soon as a
ney government is formed following the elections,

The representatives of the Department stated that even if one would
nccept the premise that the caretaker government is trying to avoid the
issue, nevertheless, one cannot ignore the two factors of the forthcoming
elections and the Austrian resclution before the U.N., The representatives
of the Department reiterated their view that nothing overt should be done
~to highlight this issue before the elections. In the opinion of the
- Department the only party which would stond to benefit from a public
discussion of this issue would be the VAU, whigh follows =an antl—occupatlon,
anti-persccutee course,
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The rcprescntatives of the organigations raisod the question whether the
Austrian Government has made any commitments to!the Arabs which could lator
be used as a justification for rcfusing tc meet'with the Jewish organizations.
This question wos particularly pertinent in v1ew of the report which appeared
in the fustrian press to the effect that a dlplomatlc representative of an
Arab State handed & note to the Austrian Government in which objections were
raised against entering intc negotiations with the Jewish world crganizations
regarding indemnification, According to this press report, the seven Arnb
Statee informed the Austrian Government that they would vote against fustria
in the U.N. if therc werc discussicns with the Jewish organizations, ‘According
to the same reports this diplomatic intervention was discussed by the Austrian
. Government, which agreed that at present no stand should be taken since the
Government is rcprescnted by a transitional cabinet which cannot deal with
this issuec. According to the press, the d00131on on the possible negotiations

‘was left to the future Cabinet.

~ The rbpresantatlves of the Department statad thﬂt they had no knowledge

of ony cormitment by the Austrians to the Arab States.

It is the understanding

of the Department that the Arab opposition is primarily directed against an
agreement with Isracl. The Arabs generally are unpredictable and could
conceivably vote against the resolution, even if) assured that Isracl does
not intend to advance collective recompense clalms against pustria. In

_ any event, however, the Department representatives did not feel that such

a ccmmltment would be of lasting value, as it would contravene the oxisting
Control Council sgrecments and the Contrel Goun01l pCllcleS concernlng

restitution and 1ndemn1f1catlon. R

The representatives of the Department assuroa the organigations that
the U.S. does not propose to let the Austrians lose this issue and that
immediately follow1a* the fustrian elections the U.S. will press the new
Austrian Government for affirmative action to rench a settlement with the
representatives of the Jewish organizations., The representatives of the
Department adviscd the organigaticns that they will endeavor in the shortest
time possible to determine whether a confidential approech to the leaders
of the two political portics could be undertaken in order to secure the

commitment from the political partics sought by the

organizations,

This

entire motter rust be treated confidentially in order to avoid any publlclty

at thl~ time,

\ Tho Depﬂrtmont represantutlves 1nd1cated th%t theg expect to meet w1th
Dr. Gruber during his forthcoming visit in the States and they will agei

convey the concern of the U.S. Government about the issues of interest to

the erganizstions, The organizations informed the Department that Dr. Gruber
stated in Vienna that he intends tc meet with thé Jewish organizations in

New York in order to explain to them the positicn of the Austrian Gevernment,

i
{
v
t
'

i

337968

PN



YIVO RG 347.7
AJ Cmtee (Frgn Afrs Dept.
T41-46)
: Box 1 File *2
Letter from Dr., George Weis received November 24, 1952 o

AMERICAN JOINT DISIRIBUTION COMMITTEE
Vienna, Austria

Vienna, November 19, 1952,

Mr, Saul Kagan,
Jewish Restitution Successor Organization,
New York. '

Dear Mr. Kagan,

Dr, Meurer told me that as a resulb of the meeting arranged
by the Jewish Community on November 9th the Austrian Socialist
Party has set up a committee of five to consider the Jewish demands
for heirless property, restitution and indemnification, This
comaittee is going to invite him for discussiéns, He has been told
that the committee would be prepared to negotiate with him, but
not with foreign organizations and would be prepared to recommend
to the Government payments to the Community, but not to foreign
organizations., Dr., Maurer said that he was sure that he could
come to a settlement on behalf of the Community, but that a settle-
ment was impossible with the foreign organizations,

I only remarked that I was sure that Dr, Maurer would
immediately inform you of this new development and would take no.
steps whatever before having the consent of the organizations,

Dr. Maurer stated that this was, of course, a matter of course,

Sincerely yours,

snd, Dr. George Wels

#* O ¥ ¥ H o5 3 3t %
In view of the fact that we have received no letter from
Dr. Maurer concerning this matter, specific action has to be
decided upon.

SK
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" TRANSLATION

OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL CHANCELLOR
VICE CHANCELLOR DR, ADOLF SCHAERF

Vienna, November 13, 1952

Dear Friend, ,
. . |

I have received your letter of November 4th of this

year, in which you inquire when the invitation for the discussions

between the Austrian Government and the Jewish organizations will be .

issued,

According to the decision of the Government,. this
was to be effected by our Minlstries of Foreign Affairs and Finance;
as I now learn, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has thus far not taken
up the discussions only for the reason that everything there is
presently gearecd to the negotiations before the UN, to which the
Foreign Minister himself will go with a number of assistants-- I am
assured that only this formal reason is the cause of the delay.

I will, of course, advise you of any developments
in the matter,

With kindest regards.

/s/

A, Schaerf
To the
Jewish Labor Committee
for Mr, Adolph Held

25 Dast 78th Street
New York 21, N.Y.
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WILHELM KRELL
Director of
The Jewish Commnity Vienna

Vienna I, Schottenring 25

Vienna, November 25, 1952
SIRICTPY CONFIDENTIAL

We are sending you attached five photostafs, as follows:

a) a letter of the KZ AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMER INMATES
OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI PERSECUTION,
New York, of November 1, 1952 to the President of the
Jewish Commmnity Vienna, Dr. Emil Maurer;

b) a copy of the letter of the above organization to the Austrian
General Consulate in New York (this copy was attached to the
aforementioned letter to Dr. Mauror).

When reading these photostats you will see immediately what is being played
here., This is a dangerous monkeywrench which is, respectively will be, very
convenlent for the Government forces here.

I am sending you these photostats with the consent of President Dr, Maurer,
who made the orlglnal letter avallablc to me immediatcly upon recclpt.

Dr. Maurer is not replying for the time being to:New York (Dr. Armand Eisler),

I could imagine that'the Jewish world organizations will decide on a joint
position against this attempt to break the Jewish unlty and to advise us about
it immediately.

Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Wilhelm Krell
Bncse

Tos :

World Jewish Congress, London

World Jewish Congress, New York

American Jewish Committee, Peris

American Joint Distribution Committee, Vienna

American Joint Distribution Committee, Paris

Conference on Jowish Material Claims against Germany, New York
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Meeting of Organizations Cooperating
on pustria

November 7th, 1952

 Present: Col. Bernard Bernstein

Mr. Jacob Blaustein
Mr, Marcel France
Mr, Frank Goldman

Dr. Israel Goldstein i R [
Mr, Adolph Held @@ IN'
. Dr, Eugene Hevesi 7

Mr, Saul Kagan

Mr. Moses A. Leavitt
‘Dr. Nehemiah Robinson
Dr. Simon Segal

Mr, Kagan reported that Department of State offlclals concerned
with Austrian problems advised that, under the present circumstances,
they suggest that the organizations refrain from approaching the Austrian
Government at this time and defer such actlon until after the February
election, The reasons for this advice lay in the fact that the Department
believed that the caretaker government would be in no position to make
any commitments to the organizations at this time. Furthermore, even
if it should make any statements, it would be in no position to carry
them out and it might create difficulties for the coalition parties in
the forthcoming elections. The third problem involved Arab pressure
in the U.N. The United States is interested to have the motion endorsing
Austrian independence passed in the U.N. with the greatest majority
possible, and the votes of the Arab bloc are of importance. An extension
of an invitation to the Jewish organizations at this time would only
alienate the Arabs without, for the reasons stated above, being of any
practical importance,

In this connection Mr, Kagan pointed out that the situation did
not scem entirely clear, According to information received from Israeli
sources, the Arabs had requested the Austrians to pledge that they would
make no settlement with Israel, The Department, however, indicated that
Arab demands had gone beyond that to include an embargo on any discussions -
on Jewish claims, The officials concerned expressed their confidence
that the State Department will extend its fullest support to the efforts
of the organizations to bring about negotlatlons after the February
elections,

Mr. Kagan stated that a decision on this point was of particular
urgency since Dr, Bienenfeld, Mr, Jacobson and Mr, Shuster were presently
in Vienna to put some pressure on the Austrian authorities. He had sent
a cable in the meantime, asking them not to approach the Austrian authori-
ties before Monday and await instructions.. The presence of the delegation
in Vienna can be fully explained in any evént, since they were invited
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by the Austrian community to attend a special mectlng commemorating the -
events of November 9, 1938 there, However, specific instructions would
have to be sent to the delegation 1mmedlately,

Dr. Robinson stated that he did not feel there was any partieular
discrepancy in the reports on the Arab demands. It was known that the
Arabs would wish that there be no discussions on, any kind of Jewish claims,
but the Austrians had not committed themselves beyond the question of
payments to Israel and there was no indication thet the initiation of
discussions with the Jewish organizations would jeopardize Arab support
of the Austrim motion in the U.N. bDr, Robinson also reported that the
Isracl Consulate in Vienna was advised by its government to press the
Austrians not only for an invitation to the organizations but for =a
statement regarding Jewish claims, The Isracl Government hed agreed not
to oppose the Austrlan motion in the U.N. if such a statement were made,

As regards the argument put.forward by the State Department,
Dr. Roblnson felt that it was erroneous on the following counts: 1) It
was impossible to anticipate the composition 'of the State Department in
February or March 1953 and the Department was therefore in no position
at this time to pledge its support at .a later date. 2) AS mentioned
before, he did not feel that opposition by the Arabs was too serious a
threat, 3) It has been ¢ learly demonstratud in the past that the
Austrians act only under pressure,.and that thls is the best opportunity
to apply pressurc on them, 4) Lastly,. there has been information to the
effect that after the forthcoming elections the Social Democrats would
be the strongest Party so that Schaerf would, then hold the position now
held by Figl. Since Schaerf was known to be' opposed to the Jewish claims,
this would make our position more difficult. He therefore felt that
some kind of commltment from the Austrlan Government should be obtained
NOWe

Mr. Leavitt felt that if Schaerf would become Chancellor, the
organizations would face the same problem in this respect whether or not
negotiations commenced right away.  Mr. Leavitt personally felt strongly
that the caretaker government is in no positlon to make any commitments,
with elections only three months off. To start negotiations now would
be to select the worst possible conditions. Furthermore it would be a
mistake to act against the advice of the State Department; the same career
men:. would be in the Department in three months as are now. If we attempt
to force the issue at this time, we may lose evcrythlng. The Jewish
organizations are actually in no position to exercise any real influence
or pressure in connection with the U.N. matter. In general, however, the
organizations can only antagonize all the parties involved by persisting
at this point. :

Dr. Segal folt that Dr, Robinson's arguments might be wvalid if
we were a really powerful force., Under the circumstances, however, he
felt we had no alternative but to abide by the Department!s recommendations..
However, he felt that the advice of the Department should be issued in
a more formal manner than conversations with Mr, Kagan or Mr. Rubin and
he suggested that a delegation go to the Department to discuss this mattor
and to obtain a statement of their support after the Austrian clecticns,
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Dr, Robinson pointed out, in clarification, that he had not suggested
the organizations procced against the Department!s wishes, but rather
that they attempt to persuade the Department to alter its views.

Mr. Blaustein agreed that the organizations should go along with
the U.S, Governrent, He felt that we should advise the Department that
we are willing to abide by their advice, At the same time it might be
suggested to the Department that they may wish to obtain a commitment
from the leaders of the Austrian Government that they will take action
in this matter after elections,

Col, Bernstein suggestod that if Gen, Eisenhower indicated the
future Secretary of State in the near future, the organizations might
wish to discuss the matter with him.

‘Dr. Goldstein stated that he was concerned with the moral
position of the organigzations in this matter. If the organizations
refrained from taking any action at this time, might they not be charged
with capitulating and giving up their moral duty to take up this matter?
Mr, Leavitt p01nted out that the position of the organizations had changed
several times in the past. At the moment he felt that there could be no
question of abandoning a position, since what was here involved was mere
strategy in selecting an opportune moment for the commencement of dis=
cussions, As regards Mr, Blaustein!s suggestion, Mr¢ Leavitt agreed that
it would be kelpful if an agreement from the Department could be obtained,
but he was doubtful about its feasibility,

' Mr, Blaustein pointed out that it was partieitlarly important that
all efforts in this respect be coordinated, He felt that the Israelis
mist not proceed on a different line than the organizations, The Israclis
should be advised of the position taken by the organizations and coordi-
nation effected, It was agreed that this was a most important point;

that the Israelis should not apply pressure 1f the organizations agreed
to hold off, \

Mr, Goldman stated that if he felt that there was any chance of
success by pressing for action now, he would faver it, However, under
the circumstances he felt that the best policy was to heed the advice
of the Department, Regarding Mr, Blaustein's suggestion, he felt that
it should be put in the form that the organizations would be very pleased
if the Department could obtain a commitment from the pustrian leaders,
but that it should not be made a condition for complying with the Depart-
ment!'s recommendations, This would leave the door open for resuming
the matter at a later datee

Mr, Kagan suggested that the delegation in Vienna be instructed
to meet with the U.S. Embassy officials there to discuss the matter with
them and get their views. Mr, leavitt felt that the meeting should make
its decision now, in any cvent, He felt that the U.S. representatives
in Vienna would hold the same position as the Department, Mr. Kagan
felt that there was actually no definite information of how Figl and
Schaerf felt about negotiations at this time., Mr, Leavitt stated that
in his opinion there was no doubt that the position of the Department
reflected the position of the Austrian Government,
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Mr. Blaustein felt that there was no harm in a discussion between
the delegation and Mr. Thompson, U.S. Ambassador in Vienna. He suggested
thet the meeting make its deelision at this time, unless a report were
recceived from Vienna which would throw new light on the situation and
warrant a revision of the position takene

Mr, Kagan further suggested that there be informal sounding out
of Figl and Schaerf, not through a delegation but through outside contacts,
Mr. Leavitt felt that this would be action that did not have to be taken
immediately. Mr. Blaustein felt that such action should not be taken for-
the time being, since it might interfere with a possible attempt by the
State Department to get some commitment from the people in question,

Mr, Held summed up the decision reached as follows: The meeting
decided to instruct the delegation in Vienna not to make any approaches
to the Austrian Government at this time, Dr. Israel Goldstein and
Dr. Robinson opposcd this motion and felt that the initial rcpresentations
should be made to the Austrians, although they agreed that no pressurc
should bc applied at this times The meeting decided to instruct the
delegaticn presently in Vienna to confer with Mr, Thompson and get his

. opinion and views regarding the situation in Austria as it affects

negotiations and to report here immediately.

It was further agreed that a delegation be sent to the State
Department to discuss this problem and to urge the Department to secure
from the Austrian leaders a commitment to settle this issue after elections,
It was also agreed to defer informal contacts with the nustrlans until
after these representations, ~ ! ‘ :
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Translation

KZ AMZRICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMER INMATES OF CCNCENTRATION CAMPS AND
OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI PERSECUTION

252 West 92nd Street, New York 25, N.Y.

.November 1, 1952

Dr. Bmil Maurer
President of the

Jewlsh Community Vienna
Schottenring

Vienna, Austria

Dear Friend:

I am sending you attached a copy of my latest communications
which we handed to the Consulate here and the Ambassador. This is for
the purpose of giving you the right picture. From the Protocol which
was made available to me, I have the impression that there are completely
incorrect concecptions regarding an agreement with ‘the Jewish organizations.
Such an agreement moy exist among the Jewish organizations. I am not
clear whether the Kultusgemeinde formed by you unconditionally cndorses
the Salzburg decisions of this organization, Should this be the case,
then you won't be in a position to appear as a decisive representative
of our viewpoint in Vienna.. Otherwise I would consider it proper if
you would mnintain with your accustomed energy the dividing line which
is contained in the memoranda, and exert your efforts that we be instructed
to send our declegates for the administration of the fund., You will
remember that I worked in Vienna for that aim., Only now the Jewish
organizations have intervened, after they have renounced compensation
for Austrians in favor of Isracl.  Since my main front is still directed
ageinst Germany, I hopc that also the jfustrian government, particularly
Messrs, Figl and Schaerf who are very friendly toward us, will also
include us, '

I hope that you won't put this letter aside, but that it will
spur you to immediatc action. In this case I hope to see you again very
soon. Pleasc discuss the matter immedintely with the Chancellor and
Vice~Chancellor so that I may make my travel preparations.

We represent tens of thousands of Austrians, We have drafts
and proposals for the fund, values of assets, componsation, etc. which’
I would like to submit to you, ’

With kind regards,

t

Dr. Armand Eisler
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of & letter dated November lst, 1952, to the Austrian General Consul in New York,
Dr. Franz Leitner, from the American Association of Former Inmates of Concen-
tration Camps and other Vietims of Nazi Persccuticn, o
' f YIVO 347.7
Amrcn Jewish Cmtee
‘ (Frgn- Afrs Dpt. 41-46)
The first paragraph deals with the previous activities of the Chairman Bex 1
of the organization, Dr. Eisler, who had visited Vienna during 1949/50 and File2
there visited numerous government officials, Dr. Eisler had submitted at that T
time -an opinion on the heirless property fund proposal, He had also submitted
to. the State Department an opinion on the proposed Pecacc Treaty. The essence
of his proposal was that Austria should withdraw lto renunciation for reparations
from Germany.

The Association thercfore points ocut that it was they who, alrecady in
1946, began the public demand for compcnsation legislation for damage to lifc,
health, 11borty, and cconomic advancement,

The A33001at10n'has made a survey of damagc to victims embracing many
thousands and for this purpose interviewed hundreds of persccutees from Austria,
They became the largest organization caring for Austrian victims. They had
formed a subsidiary organization under the title "American Association of
Vietims from Austria®, This group 15 a legal entity which represents the
compensation claims of necdy and aged from Austrias and which is entitled to
represent the interests of these groups in Austria, partlcularly with regard
to the funds to be established,

They point out that the general interests of these victims fits into
the struggle of the Association for compensation, which was above all directed
against the German states., The strugglc has now been completely abandoned by
the Jewish organizations, whosc representatives, in Luxembourg, renounced the
claims for compcnsation of victims from Austria in order to facilitate reparations
of a political nature, in which thosc organizations are above all intercsted. The
Association doecs not recognize thesc treatiecs and is rather of the opinion that
the Germans have the obligation to meet the compensation claims of Austrian vietims. i
Since Austria does not demand reparations from Germany, it would be intolerable - o
if Austria would rofuse to grant the same compensation to its former nationals ' i
as is granted to former German nationals, The Association suggests that the
Austrian Government charge the German Government for the compgnsatlon which it
wlll grant to former Austrian nationals, :

Tho Association feels slighted by the fact that only the Jewish world -
organizations, which already sold out the intercsts of the Austrian groups to
Germany, are noy included in the contemplated discussions on a technical level,
They arc dismayed that the intervention of an agent of the JTA, i.e, an agent of
Isracl, was sufficient to bring about such a development in Austllan polities,
whlle‘thb struggle of the victims rcpresented by the Association who have done
so mich for their old country, does not meet with such consideration. The
Austrian government which allowed widows to continue to suffer want found it
proper to grant a political credit to Isracl, :

'The Association fears that the proposed funds mlght fall into thc hands
of the organizations dependent on Isracl so that, as in the case of the JRSO,
- these funds would again not reach those for which they were intended, i.e, the
suffering, aged, ill, widows and orphans from Austria, vhose 1ntorests arc our R
concern, ; E 3

The Association has now preparcd a draft of a fund law and a general
., compensaticn law, which, while maintaining a recourse -to the German states; .
.~ .expands the dpollcatlon of the Federal Law of 18, July 19527 (7. Opfcr—Fuor 50Tge— -
T ~rg(, %tv - Novello) and extf,nds it to thosc who Were. dmvon out. C : 337977

“*m«.
"

y o : e s ,x- /‘* . . B . -
LIS RTINSO R S S »-’4;. S U SO S i o AR L o it o et o ok 20w D

m_n‘nv_‘_4~ P



0 1 ,(Jn i iy g st fgfd}ﬂ{“‘ﬁtbit

yIVO RG 347 .7
American Jewish Committee

(Foreign. Aﬁfa%rs Dept. 41 46

Box 1/ Flle

MEMORANDUM e

TOs Crganizations cooperating on Austria

FROM: Ssul Kagan

1) The following is the text of the JTA dispatch from Vienna concerning
‘possible negotiations with the Austrian Government:

UAUSIRIAN CABINET BACKS OUT_OF REPARATIONS TALKS WITH JEWS

VIENNA, Nove 11, (JT4) -~ Despite assurances by Chancellor
Leopold Flgl and Foreign Minister Karl Gruber that the Austrian Govern-
ment was prepared to start dlscu831ons on Jewish reparations claims
with representatives of major Jewish organizations, it was announced
here today that the- Ccbinet had definitely decided not to undertake
such dl:CﬂuSlOnu,

An official announcement said that the decision was taken in view
of the fact that the present government considers itself provisional
and does not want to initiate any binding ugreeﬂents until after the
national elections carly next year, It was indicated thaet Foreign
Minister Gruber will explain to Jewish organizations in the United -
Statcs the reason for the postponement when he arrives in New York
sarly next month, : '

Observers here belicve that the reason for the postponement is
that the two leading parties - the Peoples Party and the Social
Democratic Party - which compose the Ccbinet do not want to antagonize
non-Jewish voters during the election campaign. The government is
also afraid that Arab delegates at the Untied Nations may vote against
Austria during the debate on Austrials fate at the United Nations next
month, should the fustrian Cabinet agree to dlscuss the payment of
reparations to Jews,Y .

2) Ve are now awaiting a detailed report from Dr. Bienenfeldt,
Mr. Jacobson and Mr, Shuster who, as you know, were in Vienna durlng
the past w@ek,

Saul Kagan
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Meeting of the Organizations Gobperating
on Austrian Problems

. Tuesday, October 21st, 1952

Present: Mr, Marcel Franco
Mr, Adolph Held ' ' ;
Dr. Bugene Hevesi : .
Mr, Saul Xagan
Dr. George Landauer
Dro, Nehemiah Hobinson

. Mr, Kagan réported on a new development which had been conveyed by cable
from Vienna, Ke had been advised that the Austrian Government was planning to
extend, for annther year, the filing deadline for individual restitution clalms.
Unlike in Germany, the filing deadline in Augtria, which was due to expire only
at the end of this November, save claimants a filing period of 5% yenrs, The
danger of such a step is that the Austrians might well use it to stymy the ef-
forts of the orsanizatinns to claim heirless prnperty, on the pretext that no
claims for heirless property could be allowed until All possible individual claims
had been received, DIr. Hevesi pointed out that Dr, Schaerf had actually used .
this argument to object to the heirless property program, in his didcussions O
with Mr, Smolar, Upon Mr, Held's question, My, Kagan pointed out that the situn- '
tion in Germany had been different, The JRS0 had crncluded itg bulk settlements
long after all individual claims had been filed, and ‘as regards the Hague settlo-
ment, this had been concluded without any reference to any law permitting the
filing of individual claims. Mr, Kagan felt that this move of the Austrians put’
the organizations in a difficult position.

. Dr, Robinson felt that the orzaniwations had only one possidls approach, e
i.e. they should state that they were not opposed to an extension of the filing N
deadline but that they would not rocognize it as an excuse fOr the delay of nago- B

“tistions on heirlessg property,

- -Mr, Kagnn reported that he had digscugsed the mqtter with the Austrian Desk
of the State Department, The Department had previously indicnted that they would
not support s request for an extension of the deadline, After discussing the mat-
ter with Mr, Kagnn, the Perartment agreed to suggest the following approach to
their people in Vienmn: "While this is a nice gesture on the part of the Austrians,
it can be assumed that most of the individunl claims have already been filed, and
the Departmerk would be disturbed if such n development would adversely affect ne-
gntiations on heirless property," Such a statement on the part of the Department
is actually all that could be expected,
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Mr, Kagan further pointed out that the quegtion had besn raised whether
representations should be made in Vienna ibselfy Furthermore, since the British
were apparently instrumental in requesting the filing extension, Jacobson had
contacted the people in London and Mr, Kagnn was cnncerned about the nature of
the representations which might be mnde there, As regnrds direct representations
in Austrin, Mr, Kngan felt that any representntions mnde in Austria todsy could
not be considered informal but would become formal actions of the organizations,
He felt that the organizations must at all cost avoid the impression, vie-a—vis
the Jewish public, that they were opposing the extension of the filing deadline,
Dr, Robinson felt that this might be best counteracted by a statement of the or-
ganizations that the matter of an extension of the filing deadline was irrelevant,
since the organizations would in any event indemnify late claimants, as the JRSO
had done,

Mr, Held stated that in his opinion the amount of any bulk settlement would
nnt be affected by claims which would come in later, and that the Austrians would
probably not make any deductions, a8 the German Laender hnd done, He felt that
the amount which the Austrinns would consent to pay would be a small one, well
within their means, For the time being they should 'simply be advised that the
organizations would not recognize any interference in the negntiations becnuse
of the extension of the dendline, It was also ngreed thnt some representations,

of an nral nature, should be made to the Austrians by someone on the spot, possibly

Jerry Jacobson and someone from London, It was decided not to involve Dr, Wels
in such matters in order not to complicate his relations with the Austrinn gove -
ernmental agencies whose cooperation is essenxial for the survey of heirlass pro-

perty.

The second problem before the meeting concerned the questinn of the Anvita-
tions by the Austrinn government to negotinte, Apparently the Austrinn Consulnte
hnd received o report from the Foreign Ministry to the effect that there had been
n discussion in the Cabinet about three weeks agn, discussing in principle the
prodlem of negotintions with the organizatinnsg, but that at that time there had
been no definite decisinn to issue invitatiocns., It is now alleged that the invi-
tatinng will be considered at n meeting of the Cabinet on October 28th, although
the repsrts on this do not nll coincide, Mr, Kagan felt that the nrganizationsg
would have to decide what actinn to take if no invitation was forthcoming on the
28th, The Austrian Government is playing for time,

Dr, Bobinson suggested that we not even wait until the 28th, He felt that
somenns should to to Vienna at once and mnke representatinng, They could base
them on Schaerfl'sinfficinl statement that n decision regarding negotintions had
been reached several weeks agn, He felt that the Austriane nre issuing 2 great
deal of publicity regnrding forthcoming negntintions, without actunlly being
prepared to enter into negotiatinns., Mr, Held sugegested that when Mr, Jacobson,
nr whnever else was designnted, went to Vienna non the matter of the filing dend-
line, he could take up this issue also and that definite arrangements should be
made for 1 or 2 people to be in Vienna nn these matters within the week, Dr.
Hevegi pointed put that if such representations were mnde before awaiting
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developments nn the 2Bth, we might be in a pnsitinn of having spent tno much ame
muni tinn on this questinn, It wns felt, however,; that pnst developments completely
Justified such n step., It was decided thnt n delesatinn be sent tn Viennr to
nbtnin the dafinite positinon of the Austrian Government on negotintions, It was
clear that we must foree the Austrian hand before it is tno late,

Drs Landauer stated that in his npinion the entire approach of endeavoring
to abtain an invitation wag o mistaken one, He felt that the nrganizatinns should
" first formulate srecific demands and then formally present them to the Austrian
gnvernment, He felt that this wns the accepted prncedure in matters of this
snrt and that there was no real point in attempting to secure an invitation to
"nogntiante! without having stated the demands which are to be negntlatﬁd. Mr,
Kagan pointed out that last May an nfficial memrrandum had been handed to the
Austrian Chancellor by a delegatinn representing the four organizntinns, generally
sutlining the major demands of the nreganizatinrns, To this date not even an acknow-
ledgment of this memnrandum hnd been received from the Austrian Government, Mr,
Kagan further stnted thst the organizations were in the process of cnllecting
material in order to farmulate their claims as precisely as pnssible, dut that on
the basig of past experience it had been considered best to present this material
in actual negotiatinng with representatives of the Austrlan government,

Dr, Robinson reported that he had had discussinns with seme Israecli repre-
sentatives regarding the problem nf the Austrian fssue in the UN and the Aiffi-
culties with the Arabs, The Austrians were trying to obtrin a vnote in the Assembly
favnring their independence and pressing the Russains to remove the nbstacles in
the way of the conclusinn of the Peace Treaty:; Since such a step would be of pri-
mary importance for internal &ustrian political matters, it would be egsential
to have the Asserbly pase on this issue with an overwhelming majority, nnd the
votes of the Arab-Asian dloe (12-13) would therefore be of greatest importance,
The Arabs had made their support conditinnal on a pledge by the austrians that
they will make no payments to Israel, It is not clear whether the Arabs also
demanded that no payments be made to.any Jewish groups, and it seems indicoted
that the Austrians wnuld not clearly commit themselves on the latter. The posi-
tion of the Israelis in the matter had been that they would not demand any re~
parations payments from Austria, As regards the issue of Austria's independence,
they would be inelined tn favor it if they could nbtain a commitment from Austrin
that they are prepared to snfeguard the interests of persecutees, It was not
clear whether Isracl would or would not make a specific stotement on this point
or what type of assurances it would request of the Austrians, These matters
would depend on further developments, and Dr, Robinsnn suggested that close
linisnn be maintained with the Israclis in this connection,

In this regrrd Mr, Kagzan was cnncerned about one particular pnint, He folt
that it might be appropriate to have the nfficial pnsitinn of the U.3. government
nn Jewish persecutees from Austria conveyed to the Arab delegatinns, through the
U,S. delegation, He felt that the nrganizatinng could not enme out with n public
blast azainst Austria in this connection, since it:wnuld place them in a position
nf being lined up with the Russian blnc, but he felt that they shnruld use the
channel of the U.8. delegatinn tn bring home their point,
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The meeting decided that Dr. Rnbinson shnuld maintain llaisnn with the
Israelis on this prnblem, .

Mr, Kagan next reported on the activities of Dr, Armand Eisler, a former
Austrian, who headed a small group of former enncentration camp victims.‘ Dre
Eisler was a man of very difficult personality, and although his group was very
small he had caused considerable difficulty to the organizatione in the past,
even in the negotiatinns with Germany, Dr, Eisler had now protested to the
Austrian Government against the propnsed invitatians to the organizations, charzing
that they did not represent Austrian refugees, While Mr, Kagan felt that there
could be no cooperation with Eisler!s group, this did point up the need for ir~
cluding some kind of Austrian refugee group in these deliberations, The diffi~
culty hers was that, uhlike the German Jews, the Austrian Jews did not have one
overall world-wide organization, In this dountry there was the American Federa-
tinn of Jews from Austria, with which Mr, Esgan had had some dealings. The ro-
* ports .he had received on this group had been gnod, He had been dealing with a
Pr. Gudemann, who seemed to be a reasonable and sensible individual, He was the
gon of the former Chief Rabbi of Vienna and headed the KZustrian congregntion in
New York, Other names which he had received were those of Prnf, Herbert Elias,
Prnf, Siegfried Altmann and Mr, Egon Bergson, A Dr. Jellinek and a Dr, Stiassny
were also mentioned, Mr, Held felt that there seemed to be no doubt that there
woudl have to be some Austrian refugee partiéipation in these meetings, and Mz,
Franco enncurred, Mr, Kagan reported that Dr., Goldmann had stated that such a
group should be included if it appenred necessany.

After further discussinn it was decided that' Mr, Kagan wnuld discuss this
mitter with the representatives nf the Austrian refugee asgncisfions in order to
gecure from them the designatinn of a "repregsentative! individual. They should
also attempt to get in touch with parallel. organizations in England and Israel
tn obtain their concurrence, Mr, Kagan stated that there was an nrganization
of Former Austrian Jurists which was not included ‘among the organizations affi-
liated with the American Federation of Jews from Austria, since they did not roe
strict their membership to Jewg, Members of this group had been very bholpful,
howvever, and Mr, Kagan suggested that the Austrian group might wish to avail
themselves of representatives of the Austrian Jhrlsts for the purpose of techni~
cal discussions,

Dr.Robinaon felt that it might be important to include Dr, Siegfried Alte
mann in these discussions, sincé he felt Dy, #ltmann had a positinn of consider-
able influence among the Austrian group, particularly amrng the group of well
known Austrian scientists and other renowned figures, Dr. Robinson further stated,
for the record, that the varinus austrian nrganizatlnns existed mainly on paper,
rather than in terms of active membership,

Mr, Kagan repnrted that some prodlems had already arisen regarding requests
by other organizations to participate nn the Austrian prodlems, The Agudas had
requested participation and had also seen the Austrian Ambassador in London,
Furthermore the Anglo-Jewish Associatinn had approached the JDC with a request
for participation, Mr, Franco reported that he had alsn had a letter from the
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Anglo-Jewish Assnciation and that he had tnld them that he wnuld keep them informe
ally advised of developments, Mr. Franco inquired whether there were any real
nbjectinns to admitting additinnal organizatinons, Mr, Kagan felt personally

that there were no such nobjectinnsg, but that matters were in such a preparatory
stage that it was difficult to set up a real structure at this time, Neverthe-
less snme kind of reactirn tn these requests should corme nut nf this mesting.

Mr, Held felt personally that these organizations would be admitted eventually,
but that the meeting should nnt take a decisinn in this matter at this time,

Mr, Kngan miggested that he write to the nrganizatinns in question, advising them
that no invitatinns had yet been received tr negntiate with Austria and that their
applications would receive consideratinn ag snon as the gituatinn had develnped
further,

Mr, Kagan reported that Dr. Weis had arrived in Vienna for the purrose of
the heirless property survey and had submitted a preliminary report, It appeared
that there would be some expenses invnlved in Austria, in the amount of 12-15,000
8chillings, and that some mark expenses might also be needed. Mr. Kagan stated
that it was his understanding that the Agency wnuld share these expenses with the
JDC. Dr. Landaver confirmed this but stated that Dr, Weis should be requested
to submit a budget, tn be approved in anticipation, . He did nnt raise any objeo-
tinn to the amount requested, but felt that n budget was an indispensable step.
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Tte Frovisional Aunstrian Covermment, which took over from the derman
Peich In Apwll, 1945, reslised from the beginning that restitution would be
one of its maln pro biems, Thersefore, it onsped sevoral laws on the subject
as carly as May, 1945, Anmng these wors the so~called Publie Adninistrator's
law, which provided for public adminlstyation of property vhich was aryanized
or confiscated during 1'1:-3 vational Socialist nouu,}atian of Austria, the ilegis=
tration of Property law, and the Safoguarding of Property law, uome of these
lawy were nob mmnirmuﬁly approved by the Allled: Gouncil and ?*ad to be withdraun,

Boetwoen the olection in 1845, which wag a preat defest te $he Communigts

in Augbria, and the ratification of & new Control Agreement on Juns 23, 1946,
no luus war ,.f. passed because of the requirersnt of wmanimous approval by the -
Allied Uouncil, The now Control Agrsement of June 28, 1946, provided in
Article § for the se-called automstic approval of a law within 31 days unless
all Pour Emmnhs ohicctad to it, After the passage of the rew Uontrol Agree-
- reendt several laws on ro stitution were promulgated, The most important of these
- way Law m;. 106 ax 1946, dealing with the annullment of izpal acts and cther

legal matbers effected during the periou of the German cecupation of Ausbria for
*I:ua wurpose of political and seononic penetration of the German Reich, These
acts were designed to deprive individusls or corporating cwners of thelr propers-
by rights ag they exiscted belfure the Jerman cocupation, In addition the
Austrian parlismeat passod a new Repistrabion Law (law No. 150 ox 1946),

Poblic Administrator’s law with several by-laug Wahich provides for the appoint-
ment of public sdmdnistratowrs and publie controllers in order to assurs an
orderly and rapdd process of restiby ::h,n and e prevent abuse,

Saven restitution laws were passed, They veres

{z.) Firgt Qsstitution Tow (Taw Mo, 156 ex 1946) rogulating the

restitution of alipnated property yresentlsr adinindstered by the Austrian bovarn»
ment ap 2 result uf the Amnullment Law No, 106 ex 1946 c.ihed. akovs,

(2) Sesend Restitution Law (Law No. 53 ex 194%) concerning the
roatitubion of allenated property the t1tle to which had passed to the Austrian
Governnent,

(3) Toird Besbltuticn Low (Law siic. 54, ax 1947) wneamin;f' tha
rastitution of alisnated real and personal property now in tho havds of private
persons, corporatlons; ete, This ib the most important of all the mstitu*‘ion
lavis, a5 1t deals 'wit:z the ax:tm;m,}.g ccmplmated legal problems involved when
the «’:«mperf v rights of the original ewmer (claimant ?Booni’lieﬁ with the properiy
rights of‘ the present owner, ‘

(2) Fourth Bestitution Iow (Taw Yo, 143 ex "%'?) This soncerns
the ra-regiatration of the nomes of firms ml,-,ﬁw s under the Hatlonml Soclalish
praggsues, hovoe beon changed or deleted,

(5) Difik Begtitubion Iaw (law No, 164 ex 1949) oomx‘.aiag rostie
tutlon of dispossessad vroperty of Zurisli*al peman deprived of their legal
status wnder ¥azl cprrossicn,

(6) Sixth Restitution Iaw {law liio' 199 ex 1949) concerning the

restitubion of industrial property rights (Patent Trade Max ks, ote,), and

finally, t}ae‘ | | 337984
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3 and take part in any 4 eusiﬂn eoncerning *ﬂ%‘*@ Histyilboe
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MXPLAWQTIO” OF THE ANNEX®D DOCUMENTS ON AUSTRIA

S i o M 0 P St i e B 4k i i o W S b e A S A ik e g S o T o ot o A i ot . B U Ml WS S S WA i i i B

The fundemental &1fferenoe in the legal and
gconomic field as to Jewish cleinms awalnqt Lustria
and Jewieh claims against Germany are explained
in Inclosure I, in order to show that different
requeste and different tactice are neceggary in
the negotiations with Austria frém those with
The Hague Conference againet Germany.

It follows from Bnclosure I thet claims
againet austris fall into two categories:
those where both sustria and Germany are respon-
eible for thé [Osges cuffered by victims of Nazi
oppression and where they deny their responsibility
for contradictory reasong, and those where the
claims could end should be satieficd by the
Austrian Government alone.

Enclosure II (the ErogrQNme) differentiates
therefore between bhc claine ﬂcoordlngly

inclosure III is a Qtatewant on present
Austrian ltﬁl°1 Fion in forcge.,

Enclosure IV ig a2 degeription of Jewich
claims againet fduetria oand Germany;
, Enclosure IVa Tllﬁﬂt taxes, cepltal
levieg and other tgyﬁ

fnclosure IVb - Rznsom MOoNEy;

Enclosure IVe - Pensions;

fnclosure IVdA ~ QOther moveobles,

inclosure V describes the claime to be
satiefied by the Austrisn Government alone;

inclosure Vo, Jewlgh Succeessor Organisations

imclosure Vb, Pensions;

Inclosure Ve, Compensation for Loss of
liberty and domege to health and limbg

Enclosure Vd, Insuraonce policicss

Enclosure Ve, Return of flote,

e e

T
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o
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September 1&, 1952

L
\.\..J"‘i

CONFIDENTIAL

SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSION BETWEEN DR, REINHARD KAMITZ, AUSTRIAN MINISTER
OF FINANCE, DR. LOEWENTHAL, AUSIRIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES,

DR. MATQCH AUSTRIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN NEW YORK AND DR. LEITNER, AUSTRIAN
DEFUTY CONSUL GENERAL == AND ==

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, COLONEL HAROLD RIEGELMAN, .DR. NEHEMIAH ROBINSON

DR JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ AND MR, SAUL KAGAN

The purpose of the meeting was to elicit the views. of the Mustrian

government on initiating direct negotistions between representstives of the

lJustrian government and the four orgdnlvatlons concerning the indemnification

and restitution matters in fustria.

The representatives of the Jewish érganizations forcefully expressed

the impatience over the failure of the Austrian government to take affirmative
action in this respect. The lustrian officials, principally Dr. Kamitz and to
& limited extent, Dr. Leitner, who just returned from Vienna informed us that?

‘1. Chancellor Figl presented the matter of extending an invitation

to the Jewish organizations at the meeting of the fustrian government on September

It was decided at this meeting togppoint a committee of five section chiefs,

representlng the Chancellery, Mimlstry of Foreign Aiffairs, Ministry of the Inter-
ior, Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs, and the Nlnletrj of Justice to as-
sess the scope of demands for new INeasures for compensation to persccutces.

This wommittes is also expected to‘ascertaln the nature of the claims

which the foreign organizations contemplate advancing. Reference was made to
a guestionnaire met:od to be employed by this comriittee. -

Our delegdtion made it abundantly cléar to Dr. Kamitz that the

Jewish organizations did not consider the appointment of this commitice and

its intention to ascertain the Jowish demands by sending around questionnaires

as a satisfactory move in the direction of solving the outstending problems,

Our representatives stated that it will be necessary for the fustrian government
to issue a statement in the immediate future, expressing its readiness to enter
into negotiations with the Jewish organizations, Such a2 declaration should be
followed with an actual invitation for meetings. . It was understood that the ,
initial meetings between the Jewish organizations'and the justrian representatives
will be confined to the setting up of an agenda and possibly to an exchange of
factual data concerning potontlal clalms, number of claimants and similar problems.

Dr. Kamitz stated that he will report on this mectlng to the Austrian

Cebinet on Tuesdey, September 23, Hc expressed his personal agreement to the
advisability of 1n3t1at1ng at least informal negotiations between the AMustrian
goverment and the Jewish organizations to facilitate the exchange of factual
information and the preparation of an agenda.

Our delegation also advised Dr. Kamlfz of the resclution passed by

the Austrian Jewish communities in Salzburg on September.l4, pledging full co-
operation and coordinated action with the 1argc Jewish organizaticns,

ection as the Jcwish organizations are in no position to wait much longer with-
out presenting the entire issue beforo world publlc opinion, -

Qur dologation 1mpressed upon Dr. Kamltz the ncce531ty for speedy

Vi f’ N
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dygust 21, 1952

Mr. Seymour J, Bypin
1832 Jefferson P1 HW
. Washington, D.C,

V Dear Sy: . Res Auétria

With reference to the objectionable amendments to the Third Réstitution
Taw, I understand that the Control Council must act within 31 days after the
submisalon of these laws to the Control Council, As the laws were passed
by the Austrian Parliament on July 18, T would xmaf*ine that Control Council
action ig lmminent. ' -

I am also under the impression that in addition éach High Commissioner
has the right to prohibit the enforcement of an object:.onable law within his
area of' control, to the extent that it affects the interests of nationals
of the occupying country, If I am correct — I am sure that this can easily
be ascertained at the State Dept, =- then the UeSe High Commissioner would
be &m:itdded to prohibit the mplementatien of thess amendments when prop-
erty 3 c:.tizena is involved.

I am sure that you will explora this po:mt in anticipation of the .
failure of the Control Council to unanimously veto the amendments to the
restitution law. This is a new twist to demonatrate UsSs displeasures I
hope 1t works. :

Please let me know whether the High_comljmissioner would be entitled
to act unilaterally within hig zone, as indicated aboves As soon as I

have a confirmation from you, I will alert our British and French friends to
thisg/boasibﬂity.

Cordially yours,:

SAUL KAGAN

]
i)

cC 1 EH=Z8=JJJ
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270 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. | i
Hr. Seymour Jo Hubin
1832defferson Pl. NeWe
&'@ashmgton, DeCe
Dear §ys Res Austria

'i‘aday's JTA (Augel) reports from Vienna that“thare is a gtrong
‘resentment in Austrian government circles against the State Dept. protest
on the Nazi armesty laws: Jjccording to the digpateh, high officials of the
People's Party (Figl's party¥ are suggesting that Aua*bm.& reject the American
protegt. It wﬂ}. be important to wateh for anymkawu of the U.8. position
prior to the August Contro}l Council meting, when it ig anticipated that the
amiesty laws will come up for consideratim. ,

&u&tria' &pp@al to the U N for the restoration of full savemignty

(you undoubtedly saw today's front page ‘story in .the Times) may generate some

gantiment in the State Dept. against "embarraseing the Austrian goveinment"

at this time by vetolng! legislatian which has been passed by the Austrian
Parliament. As I am sure you will have an. opportunity to méet Dommlly*s

Successor, Mr. Thampsen, in ﬁaﬂhington, you may have. an cpportazmty 1o gense

whether there is any weahaning of the State Depts ;:ositd.on, not cnly mth

respect te the Nazi mm&sty lawe but also on the problen of eSe i.nitiative

in aec*armg the views ol the eth@r povernnents concemrz the amendments

to the Thirci Restitution Lam

You ® 11 note from ngr letter to Jerry of July 29 that the State
!}ﬁpta is awgiting Austria's reply concerning the extenston of an invitation
to the foreign Jowish organizationse Possibly 'mampsoq could be inducead
to follow up this matter in Vienna, " .

Gordislly yours,
SAUL KAGAN

=R
co’ FDr,Havess.
- Jdd

Dice8/1 ' Ll '
kA : SPONSORING, ORGANIZATIONS
AGUDATH ISRAEL WORLD ORGANIZATION . ALLIANCE ISRAELITE UNIVERSELLE . AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . AMERICAN
JEWISH CONGRESS . AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE « ~ AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL . ANGLO-JEWISH
ASSOCIATION »  B'NA! B'RITH -+ ° BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS - » BRITISH SECTION., WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS . CENTRAL BRITISH FUND L CONSEIL REPB.ESENTATIF DES JUIFS DE FRANCE s COUNCIL
FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF JEWS FROM GERMANY ¢« DELEGACION DE &OCIACIONES ISRAELITAS ARGENTINAS
(D.A.LA.) . EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIAN JEWRY « . JEWISH AGENCY FOR PAI.ESTINE » JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE
JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE US.A. . SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES . SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS . ZENTRALRAT DER JUDEN IN DEUTSCHLAND 3 3 7 9 q 2
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_,

1 ) INDIVIDUAL RESTITUTION

m

The present legislatisn en restitution provides enly for the return of
traceakle property. ( In this respeot, the Austrian restitutien leglslation .
is much’ nﬁrrowor than that of Western Germany which applies to identitsable
property.

» Suggeetéd demands :

a) Undertaking on the part ef Austria net ttAchange the present legillatian
en restitution te the detriment of the victims of Naziszm

») Compensation for auch propérty which under the terms of the existing
restitution 1egislation cannxtibe rest‘,uted' :

8) Return of flats and busineas premises er at least first priority in.
‘ allocations of flata and praniaes in’ exchange ror unreturned tlats.
( AB111, the so—called VILIth- Restitution Law, has Neen prepared ale
ready two years ago, but not yet introduoed {n Parliament. There &re
- st111 400 to0 500 J'ewish families w1thou'tsproper flats ),, T

a) Renewed approaches should be made to obtain the return of Iewish
property which has not yet Deen returned for the reasen. that it heeame
" Gérman property during the Nazi period. o p o .

I

HEIBLESS AND UNGLAHMED PRGPERTY

s .

The Austrian 06vernment introduced in July;last a Bill te. Parliament the
so-calléed’ "Samuelstello-Gewetz! whioh iay éome’ up £OF eanaideration in the
autiumn session. This ‘B111: prcvides for the establiahmant of & collecting

agency for heirless property.

The Bill is cqmpletely unsatisfactory for the rollowing raaaona s

1) The Board of the colleeting agency will be appointed aélély by tho Auntrianz":?
. Government. Nb guarantces are given that representativea or vietima of : .
persecution will o adequately represented on 1t.., .

2) 'The collecting agency s entitled hut not under obligatien te olahn the
.return of heirless property of victims ao that the pursuanee ¢r elaimu

3) No prevision is contained in the Bill aa o the purpesc fer which the

collected assets will be used.

' The demanda bf‘the Iewish.érganisatiéns muét'therefore o ¢

a) Adoptien of 2 Law creating a Jewish Sucoeascr Organiaation that uh&ll be

e entitled to elaim direot the heirless and . unclaﬁmed asnets of Jows who
were mem>ers of the Iewish religious ccmmunity berore the oecupation cf
. ﬁuatriﬁ-y .

?.‘ | sos/ues
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To achisve this, it would be necessary

1 ) that a furthér extensiom of the dateline for registration ar
individual restitution claims should not be requested'- e

11) “that an interpretation of the Allied Powere be ebtained that they
would regard the establisbment of a Jewish Successer Qrganiaation
28 being in harmony with the apirit of Art. 44 'of the Draft Treaty
With Austria. '

b) Since a great part of the heirless property became, through confia»
cation during the Nazi perioa, property of the German Raich and is
‘as such now in the hands of the Allied Powers, the Austrian’ Governmant
should undertake to approa.' he ﬁllies that they should hand: over.
this property to the Tewlsh Successor’ Orgentbatien. (Their approaoh
should of course be supported by the Iewish organisations. )

.responsibiiity, contending that. 1t 1s £or the Germans. bo_r
collected taxes. On the obher “hand. the Gefmans in The Hn

:EwnﬁiIEVY'(JUVA) AND FLIGHT Tgx ( Reichafluahtsﬁeuar 1 (o_' 1*”«1 o

This is the most important item as the Levy and Tax paid ly Austrian Jews
represent greater value than the heirless property. ‘

However, the diffidulty on- this ‘point is that the Levy and Tax were paid
{06 the cofférs of the Third Reieh and therefore the Austrians rejeet

' ‘Qay the Tt

( ;equally i
refused to actept responsiBility hs ﬁhey togard Mustria as having been s
co~reBvonsible part of the Third Reieh and bocause the Cermians inVeated
muoh hore. in Austria than they took out of the country- C : ‘

The question naf legal and moral. responsibility ‘bas therefore to be
straightened out between the Germans and Austrians., A sui :
for this would arise at the. German-Austrian negotiations'on
reﬁations of the two countries i Suok negotiations will pro)ahly take N
place in the near future as:a result or the German External Devta

Gonference which left the financial problems hetween Gennany and Austria '

unsettledi The Weatern Allies would probably participate in the: Ge:man-

Mstrian negotiations. The Iowish organisations should therefore dem@pd t

a) an undertaking nn the part. of Austria to make the question of
responsi“ility for the Jewlsh Levy and Flight Tax an 1tem in the
fortheoming Gorman—nustrian negotiations. In case there 1s no, agreev
ment reached, some form of arbitration should be provided.ij :

X

The only existing compensafion measure is contained in the reoantly pasaea

Law on Compensation for Loss of Liberty. ‘This Law 1s ‘however unsatiafootory

as it restricts compensation to Austrian nationals and thes excludes from:
the benefit of the Law all former ﬁustrian.Jews who aince their emigration
from Austria hegame stateless or forelgn nationals.

-.-s sos e
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Suggested demands H
a) Extension of the lew on Oémpensation for Losa of Li\e:ty

1) to inelude all fonner Austrian victﬁns 1rrespeetive of their
presemt nationality and residence‘ :

1) to include'vichﬁna who- survived through hiding ( so-aalled
"ULBoote".) as well as the Shanghai group.

») Legislation on compensation for 1oss of life, dwnage %o health, 1oao ‘

1n eoonomic advancement, ete, -

V) FORGED LAB@UR.

The former inmates of concentration camps in Austria hgve presented a elaim
to the Austiian Goverﬁment for indemnification for the labour whioh. they
were forced to perfonm for the “%ate or for pri?ate industrial firms -in
Austria du:‘ing the i\hzi period. . .This claim should Ve supported »y the.

Tewish organidaticnds The 1naema1fication cduld e paid partly by the State,

partly ¥§ the individial firms coﬂéerned.

VI) . PENSION CLAMS. . S

Sgggested deménda H 'ﬂi: . iL , , o ~" o

'a) Full recagnition of. the pension rights of former Austrian civil
-servants, bank and other employees, 1rrespect1ve of whether thqy
reside in Austria er abroad" ; N , o

v) Transfer faoilities for the pensions of claimants abroad.,

-

GENERAL REMABK

It is ﬁnportant to set out and aubstantiate in detail” tha various elahns.?i
. It will e a subject of the negotiations whethex they should be settled hy
1egislative measures or partly or entirely by global payments.'“‘_ ,

000000000

337995

. A 56 Ot et e e e e

s e . ke = e e wa


http:ol'part.ly
http:l't:l&9.rm

YIVO Documénts.

YIVO stands for Yiddish Scientific Institute
YIVQ RG 347.7 |

American Jewish Committee

Initials in description of source of documents:
EXO = unknown

FAD=F oreign}Affairs Departmént '

GEN = General

337996



Yive £¢3473.7
A jew. Cen (Pag 41-9¢)

0 Bo)X f‘ ﬁuf €
P (FAD=Frgn Affrs Dept.)
Y ' November 28, 1951

JRSO Paris Letter No. 72
Mr, Jerome J. Jagobson ~ AJDC Paris
Dear Jerrys

We met on Monday with Harold Trobe to discuss steps to be taken in support
of the negotiations with the Austrian government on the appointment of a Jewish
sucoessor organization in Austrias It was decided that

1) A few senators will be requested to write letters to the State Department,
inquiring about the action on heirless Jewish property in Austria, Sy will make
an effort to obtain letters from Senators Douglas, Teft and O'Connor. These
letters ars entended to strengthen Mr. Donneley!s pressure upon the Austrians by
gtating that the Btate Department and he received strong expressiong of eriticism
of Austrian inaection in this fleld from outstanding congressional personalities.

It was felt that the Austrians may be particularly sensitive to this type of
pressure, in view of the recent curtailment of ECA assistance to Austria and the
Austrian government!s efforts to obtain restoration of the cuts

2) A delegation representing the four organizations would visit Mr. Klein-
waechter, the Austrian Ambassador in Washlngton. The delegation will try to talk
plain turkey with him, telling him that the Jewlsh organizations have patiently
walted for years for the Austriens to move in a matter which has now received full
recognition by the U.S., Britain, and Francee The organizations feel that the
time pay be close to enlighten American public opinion on Austrials failure to
enable the utilization of helrless Jewish assets for the relief and rehabilitation
of Jewish victims of Nazi persecution.

Sy is trying to arrange an appointment with Kleinwaechter for the week of
December 3rd. The question was raised whether the bulk settlement idea should
be injected into the discussion. Harold Trobe felt that it may be premature and
should rather come from the Austrians. We have declded against newspaper publicity
at this time in order to retain some ammmnition for a later stage of the Austro-
Jewish War of Sucoessions

I hope that you may find it possible to induce the British and French
organizations to vlsit the Austrian Ambassador or Minister in the yespective
capitals so that thB Foreign Ministry in Vienna begins to realize that soms
concerted effort is in the making, I gather from your letter of November 13th
that Barnett Janner will endeavor to obtain a Foreign Office inquiry with the
British High Cormissioner for Austria on the same subject. In this connection
I believe that omr position vis~a~vis the Austrians became stronger with the
recognition of the principle of a Jewish successor organization by the French.

Singerely yoursk ' ;

Saul Kagan

cas
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JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Prasident
IRVING M. ENGEL, Cbatrman, Executive Commistee
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Frgn Affrs Dept. 41-46)
386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. Cable Ad rass, WISHCOM NEW YORK"

Box 1 File 6

Telephons MURRAY HILL 5-0181

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary Presidens HAROLD RIEGELMAN, Ngw York, Vice-President
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Homnorary Vice-Presidens RALPH E. SAMUEL, New York, Vice-Presidens

GUSTAVE M. BERNE, Troasurer
MAURICE GLINERT, Associate Treassrer
EDWARD A. NORMAN, Secretary

C ittee SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF, Honorary Vice-President DAVID SHER, New York, Vice-FPrerident
ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Pbhiladelphia, Vice-President JESSE H. STEINHART, San Francisco, Vice-President
CHARLES W. MORRIS, Lowisville, Vice-Presidens ALAN M. STROOCK, New York, Vice-Presidont
NATHAN M. OHRBACH, Neow York, Vice-President  FRANK L. SULZBERGER, Chicago, Vice-President

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vics-Prasid
MENORATD UL

Tos Paris Office v Fovenber 28, 1951
Fron: New York Office
Subject: Austrian heirless preperty fund

At a discussion with Harold T the
ticns decided yesterday teo stert 3 Sor
austrian government at last fo es

fund for which plans had been 3
ago by the AJC, the JDC and the

e
W

leinwaechter in Washington, t
of Stazte to indicate to ausiria

this

few Senators to the Department of
occesions for further official repres

What we have in mind is & posczi
the vicinity of 100 million "caill:rvn, 2

vas decided that a jh:.'

question, and that S

Y1 4
ferable abroad by the JDC and the JAFF, A% this stege, hovever,
we would talk to the fustrians only sbout the zziablishrent of

the fund,

You will be informed about developments,

EH:ha
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U.8, HIGH G OB.“'J SSIONEL REAFFIRL 5 ‘T"i—?.:.} PO-JR,Y FOR,
RESTITUTION OF IDEHATIFZATLE FROFERTY
The T.S. Hgh Commissioner has siztasd inm & ldelizr to bhe -om dinislers
Prasident of the U.S, Zone, releassed today by DICOC theh restitabion of prope 'ty
to wictims of Nationul Socialist persccution will coatinue in agcorddr tce with ihs
pravisings of M Law 59

The letber of the High Commissizner was wriltien as the result of la':":;‘i‘e*'s
and ceomments in the Cerman ;,43:@ g, proposals sirculaiesd Ly pressure proups ant shates
mense attributed to cgrtain German officiale, all of =wh “‘1 c‘-ronr_m“a speeulaiion
ac Lo the future policy of the U.S. wilh ra2spact we NG law £3,

1Holders of properiy snb;jem‘: Lo restituticr =ill
ligation imposed by the 1aw", Mr. XMeQey said in hi: letter, addressed to the dinisier
Prazident Up. Hans Bhard. Basvaria, Ministsr Presider t Gsorge August Z :'_:m }iesse,
inister President Dr. Reinhold Laier, Wusrttewberg Baden, 3anate Prosidant Wilhalm
Xuisen, Bremen,

not be reliaved of the ob-

Among the group encowraging speculaticn ar to the fubture policy of
cmncrm’:lg restitution is an sssocilation mainly est: blished to protesci rrese
rs of property against those deprived thereof unde: Bational Secialiem., Thi
t-:m recentily guhmttﬂd : drait restitution law to - he lLaw Committée of the £
pariiament which sesks to reverse the basic princip e of ¥G Law 59,

The basic prlnf'lpl 25 of faw 59 are that icentifiable property shall be re-
stored as quickly as possitle t» persons who wers "wrongfully deprived of such prop-
erty within the period from 30 January 1933 to 8 sy 319LS for reasons of race, color,
roligion, nationality, ideclogy or political npmounon o Hational Secoislism® and
that "u*‘oae**ty shall be restored to iis former owne: or his successor in accordance
w.th the grovisinns of this law, even though the in erest of eother persons who have
had ro knowledge of the wrongful taking must bz subc rdinated.®

The activities of anti-restitution groups and individuals have led holders
of property subject to restitution to hope that pre:ent U.S. policy wmipht give way to
public pressure, thus creating a tendemcy to litiza‘e rather than to participate in
arnicatle se”;tlementsg,

The currcnt restitution report shows that of the L.,ﬁhu petitions re-
ceived by restitution authorities between 10 Nyvemb:r 1947 and 31 Dacember 1948,
about one~half or 58,252 rave been disposed of as oi 31 May 1951. 32,32, cases were

disposed of by amicable setilement and 16,399 by wiihdrawal, while only 2,963 were
dispdésed of by decision and 3,566 by dismissal, tims alwost 903 of all casew disposed
of have been voluntarily settled, The total estimaied value of property restituted
to 31 ¥ay 1551 is DM 626,888,809,

337999
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Press Release #68L Dated 12 June 1951 © e

The text of Er, YcCloy's letter dated Jume 11, 1951 is as follows:

My dear Senate President
¥r. Zinn
¥r. Ehard
Mr, Maier

During recent months there has been brough- to my attention letters and com=
ments appearing in the German press, proposals circu’.ated by organizations and state-
ments attributed to lLaender government officials whic:h appeared to encourage specula-
tionson the policy of the U,S. with respect tfﬁ%@nt&l.@i%’bl‘éf property under U.S. MG
Law 59,

In view of the publicity given tthe criticiim and suggestions r elating to
UoS. Mg Law 59, I take this opportunity to reaffirm tie policy of my government that
persons and organizations deprived of their property as a result of National Socialist
persecution, should either have their property returied or be cempensated therefor.
I can further advise you that there is no intention to depart from these principles,
as expressed in MG Law 59 and I do not a nticipate &nythe future develapments which

will relieve the holder of property subject to restitution from the obligation imposed
by this law.

It is suggested that you make known to the officials of your government en-
gaged in the administration of the restitution law tiat U.S, policy remains unchanged
in this respect. To allay any doubils which may have arisen in the minds of the gensral
public I am taking the liberty of releasing this let.er to the press,

Sinc:rely yours,

JOHI J. McCLOY
0.5, High Cormissioner for Germany

.
i
;
t




YIVO RG - 347. 7

—_— Amer ican Jewish Comm1ttee

(Frgn Affrs Dept. 41-46)
Box 1 File 6

Fehruary 14, 1950

Dr. F.R. Blenenfeld
Vorld Jewish Congress
55, lew Cavendish Btr.

m - ¥W.l.

Lear Dr. Bienenfeld:
©aC/A[1159 - Austrien Helrless Froverty.

Iesterdér. Hr. Jacobson, Mr. Isendergh end I studied again the Inglish as
vell ae the Gorman drafts of the law, ueing my acmments of Oatober 5, 1549,
gsopry of which has been sent to you.

I wish to inform you that we have made some changep in the English text on
the basis of your Gorman draft and on the other hand have changed in some
pointe the German dreft, Flesse find attachsd copy of each of the new drafts
from wvhich tho changes made aye evident,

There still remaine a difficult problem to be sclved, ¥iz, the vording of the
provisions concerning the Arbditratien Court (Para 6). The difficulty lies in
the fact that we wish to have separate provisions fer the composition of the
Arbitration Oourt in cases vhere two suceessor funds are interested. According
to the vording of your Germesn dreft vhich follows a previous suggestion of Mr,
Isenborgh, the Asbitration Court im such oases would de eomposed of three
arbiters , no one of them appointed by the cuccezsor funds. It aight harrven
that no cne of these three arbiters would be 4n faver of the Jewish Successor
Fund and it could haprem that all three would be enti-Semites, It is aifffcult
to find a solution. I thought that the following might lead us to an acceptable
formlal

In cases vhere the Eeptitution 0ffice denies the right of a eertain successor
fund %o receive eortain heirless mssets becsmase in the orinion of the Hsstitution
0ffice thess nsseis belong to another succesgor fund (Fara 3,3.) the Resitution
Office should be under ocbligation to serve ite decisien te both interested
successor funds., These two successor funds have then the vessidility to either
reconcile theiy interests or, if no amicable mgreement ean bde reached, the
succegsor fund whose claim hase been denled by the Bestitution 0ffice can apply

te ths Arbitration Court, The other successor fund in whose favor the Restitutien
0ffice has decided has of eourse no voseibility to file aprlieation by writ with
the Arbitration Court. $rhis successor fund hovever should be entitled to receive
gopy of the spplication made Yy the other successor fund and could then decide
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whether or net $6 Jjoin the arbitiration vroceedingse s an intervener in ncenrdsnes
with genersl rrocedural rrovisiens, :

In such ocaser 1 would suggest that 8 five menmber Lenste should be set u» ccmposed
of two arblters token from the list of arbiters precented by the Restitution Office
and two others, eech of them taken from the repesiective lists of the successor
funde. The £ifth would of course be the Presidenl of the Arbitration Court or one
Deruty Chalrman. This sointion would in my ovminion be acce table even if it might
be a bit more exvensive, Anyvhow by such s solutise ecsd of tne successor funds
would have at lezst one arblter in the Court,

There ie 3%ill anothsr voint in the draft which should be amended, I beliewve that
the designatlon of the arbiders shoulé be made in the following way:

The Reetitution 0ffice ac well &e each of the sucnessor funde ghoulé submit to the
Minister of Justice or the Oberiandssgericnt, (or %o snsiher sutherity, a list
containing WA niuaber of persons tc be desimated as arbiters and this asuthority
should nominate arbiiers out of this 1ist. The eame Autherity, or = higher one,
should nominate the Ireeident of the Arbitrutior Court snd z nurber c€ his Devuties
who, if necessary, should be avrointed Chairmen of the 2¢, %¢,etr,, Peroh{Divisicn)
of the arbitration Court, The FPresident of the Court himsel? chould of eourse have
to estabiish -ermanent Benches (Senete) vix, srisvate Fenches for distutes of each
of the successor funds and if nececezayy one cr nere Tive mesbers Senstes,

I furtrer shouald like to Toint ont that it might be necesscary to tell npomothing

mora in the law than stated s far in ths drafts concerning the Arbitration Court
procedure, .

Ve all would very uuch gprrreciate your thinking over ence more the rroblem of the
Arbitration Couri,

As monticned in my Memorcndum of Dotober §, 1949, we all found the revort on
motives tc be an excel:ent one and I ghould like to mek you only to congider
my suggestiosn that aleo the first and sscond restitution laws should be mentioned
in thie reort. ’

Mpr, Jacobson i writing vou geparately on the questione of further rrocedure snd
tactica.

I remain, vith dest regards,

Youre sincerely,

Dr. Kart Yahle
Attorney

338002
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July 18, 1946

Dear Justice SandstrBms |

| Delegatidns repreaenting the Governments of the
United States of America, France, and the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Norfhern Ireland on the one hand' |
(hereinafter referredAtﬁ as the‘Allies) and the Government
éf Sweden on the other hand'ﬁave met in Washington and
exchanged views on questions relative to German interests
» in Sweden and the elimination of any possible risk of
those 1nterests‘being used to support renewed German
aggression° |

Following this exchange of views, and in reaffirma-

. tion of thelr mutual support of these econbmic security
objectives, the Swedish and Allied Delegations have
arrived at the following underétanding:

1. (a) The Swediéh Government confirms its inten=-
tion to pursue a program of econcnilc security by the
eliminatién of German interests in Sweden,

(b) “The Swedish Government further affirms
that the foreign Capital Control Office (Flyktkapitalbyrgn
or the FCCO) will, for this purpose, continue to uncover,
take into control, liquidate, sell, or transfer German
property, that the procedure already informally established
between the FCCO and the Allied iilssions in Stockholm
shall be contihued, as pre&iously, as a means of exchanging
information regarding the discovery and liquidation of
German property and affording nmutual assistance in this

program,

Justice Emil Sandstr¥m ' 338004
Chief of Swedish Delegation




[an]

YIVO RG . 347.7

AJC (Frgn Affrs Dept.

: 41-46)

‘ , N Box 46 File 1

2. The disposition of the proceeds of the Cerman
assets in Sweden, after clearing against certain Swedlsh
claims, will leave a balance which shall be considered
to be 150 million kronor. To assist in preveﬁting dis=~
ease and unrest in Germany, this sum of 150 million
kronor will be méde available in a speclal account with
the Swedish Rilksbenk to be uéed for financing such pur-
chases - in Sweden or in any(other‘market - of essential
commodities for the German economy as may be agreec upon
befween the Swedish Government and the Allies. Insofar
as such purchases are made in the Swedish market the |
deliveries will be limited by the scarcity of available
supplles. ' '

3. The German owners concerned shall be indemnified
in Germén money for the property which has been liquidated
or disposed of in Sweden pursuant to this understanding.
For this purpose, the competent Swedish authorify will
give the Allies the necessary details with regard to the
amount realiﬁed with particulars of the names and addresses
of the German owners, and the Allied authorities in
Germany wlll take the necessary steps in order that there
wili be recorded the title of the German owners of the |
property liquidated to receive the couﬁter value thereof.

4, (a) In pursuance of 1ts policy to restitute
looted property, the Swedish Government will effect
restitution to the Allies of all gold acquired by Sweden
and proved to have been taken by the Germana from occupied
countries, inciuding any such gold transferred by the
Swedish Riksbank to third countries., Any clsims bj
Governments of the occupled countries or their banks of

issue not presented before July 1, 1947 shall be considered

- to be barred.

338005
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(b) On the basis of present evidence, subject
to further checking, it is assumed that the gold the
Swedish Government has to restitute amounts to 7,155.32664
kilograms of fine gold, corresponding to the quantity
of gold deriving from the Bank of Belgium which was
acquired by the Swedlsh Riksbank and which 1s to be
restituted in accordance with the foregoing.

(¢) The Allied Governments undertake to hold
the Swedish Government harmless from any claims deriving
from transfers from the Swedish Kiksbank to third countries
of gold to be restituted according to the above declaration.

5. Dlivergencles on the interpretation and scope
of the above clauses may, if the four Governments do not
otherwise agree, be referred to arbitration.

6. The undersigned representatives of the Govern-
ments of the United States of America, France, and the
United Kingdom of Great Britailn and Northern Ireland
state that insofar as the preceding provisions are con=-
cerned, they are also acting on behalf of the Governments
of Albanla, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Egypt,
Greece, Indla, Luxembourg, Norway, New Zealand, the
Netherlands, Gzechoslovakia, the Union of South Africa
and Yugoslavia, and so far as it 1s material, the banks
of issue of those countries. -

7. (&) The three Allled Governments will msake
arrangements, through thelr Missions in Stockholm; for
the admission of an official Swedish delegation which
will be permitted to vislt the zones of Germany in the
charge of those Govérnments, and to inspect propeftias
of corporations in which Swedish nationals have & substan-

tial ownership interest, or which are directly owned by

338006
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Swedish nationals. The inspection and other activities
’of the delegation will be limited only by general require=-
ments of military security and convenience, and by such
general laws and regulations as are applicable to all
persons travelling in Germany.

(b) It is the intention of the three Allied
Governments to give non-discriminatory protection to the
property in Germany of nationals of friendly foreign states,
Including property of corporations in which they have a
substantial ownership interest. Provision will be made
for equitable compensation in Germany with respect to
removals and other dispositions of such properties by the
Allied suthorities in the zones of Germany occupied by
them.,

8., The Allied Governments will, in due time, require
Germany or the future Gérman Government to confirm the
provisions of this understanding Insofar as they affect
German property in Sweden,

9. Thils understanding, together with the further
letters exchanged today, shall, except where otherwilse

provided, take effect upon &approval by the Swedish Riksdag.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of our most

distinguished consideration.

Lo YL

Chiefof Deleg%igﬁh of United States

Urs o Volecis))

Chilef of French i;}i%iiﬁpn
Aamcu /

Chief of Delegation of United Kingdom

33800
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!
]

Gentlemen:

I am auéhorized to make, on behélf of my Govern-
ment, the following statement.

The Swedlsh Government in pursuing its policy to
participate in the work of reconstruction and rehabili;
tation has in connection with the understanding we have
reached found 1t appropriate to meke the following con-
tributions:

1. The Swedish Covernment will make avalleble
50 million kronor to the Inter-Governmehtal Committee
on Refugees for use in rehablilitation and resettlement
of non-repatriable victims of German actlon.

You may rest assured that my Government, while
reserving its decislon as to the manner in which the
funds will be made available, wlll use 1ts best efforts
to make the funds availeble as soon 2s possible and in
such manner as to best carry out the aims of the Com-
mittee.

~ 2. The Swedish Govermment will further nake avail-
able 75 million kronor, which it wlll allocate amnong
countries party to the Parls Agreement on rHeparations.
Declsions upon allocation will be made after excheanges
of views with the Allies acting on behslf of those
countries and with favoralt:le consideration of their

views.

To the Chilefs of the
Allied Delegations

338008
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There will also be consultation between the

Swedish Governﬁent and each of the countrles which may
recelve credit for any part of this sum as regards the
extent to which or manner in which benefit from its
share shall be appllied elther in the remissilon, reduc-
tion or extension of any éxisting or future credit with
Sweden of each such country, or otherwise, as may be
agreed between each such country and Sweden.

Accept, Gentlemen, the renewed assurances of my

most distingulshed consideration.

Chief of Swedish Delegation

338009
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July 18, 1946

Dear Justice SandstrBm:

In connection with the understanding we have reached,
it has been agreed that, pending the conclusion of
mulﬁilateral arrangements, to which it is the intention
of the Alllies to invite the Swedish Government to adhere,
gnd pending the decision of the Swedish Government
regarding participation in such arrangements, no German
owned patent in Sweden shall be sold or otherwlse trans-
ferred for a period of three months from today's date
or such further period as may then be agreed, except
where, after notice to the Allies, it is found appropriate
to sell patent rights as part of the sale of a German-
controlled enterprise.

We have also discussed the problems arising out of
German trademarks and copyrights. The Allied Governments
contemplate that international discussions may also take
placg with respect to these matters, with the objective
of establishing by agreement general policies with a
view to eliminating certain German trademarks and to
making freely available to the community such German
copyrights as have special value. Pending the making
of multilateral arrangements and the decision of the

Swedish Government regerding participation in such

Justice Emil Sandstr8m
Chief of Swedish Delegation

338010



YIVO RG 347.7
"AJC (FAD 41546)
Box 46 File 1

errangements, 1t is hoped that the Swedlsh Government

‘will not take any action which would preclude their

adherence to a policy consistent with such arrangements,

Accept, 31ir, the renewed assurances of our most

distinguished consideration.

Chief /6F Delega%ﬁbn of United States
Clrs lrau  Saloce

Chief of French Delégiﬁion
:ZSGMActf éig

Chief of Delegation of United Kingdom

338011
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Dear Justice Sandstrim:

During the course of the discussions which have been
concluded concerning German property in Sweden, you ad~
vised us of the procedures in effect in Sweden for the
restitution of property located in Sweden which was looted
by Germany or its nationals. You made known to us the
fact that these procedures, as established by Swedish law
“of June 29, 1945 (No. 520), provide a simple and inexmpen~
sive method by which victims of spoliation may obtain
restitution of their property in Sweden.

We wish to express our appreciation of these pro~-
codures which we have confidence the Government of Sweden
will continw., In this connection, you will recall that
the problem of locating looted securities was discussed,
We appreciate the fact that your Government will consider
sympathetically this problem and such procedures as the
Allied Governments may subsequently propose to you for

the purpose of facllitating the location of such securities,

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of our most dis-

tinguished conslderation.

Justice Emll Sandstr8m
Chief of Swedish Delegatlion

338012
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July 18, 1946

Gentlemen: }
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of today's date in the following terms:

"During the course of the discussions

which have been concluded concerning German
- property in Sweden, you advised us of the

procedures in effect in Sweden for the resti-
tution of property located in Sweden which
was looted by Germany or its nationals. You
made known| to us the fact that these procedures,
as established by Swedish law of June 29, 1945
(No. 520),, provide a simple and inexpensive
method by which victims of spoliation may ob-
tain restitution of their property in Sweden,.

"We wish to express our appreciation of
these procedures which we have confidence the
Government of Sweden will continue. In this
connection, you will recall that the problem
of locating looted securities was discussed,
We appreciate ths fact that your Government
‘'will consider sympathetically this problem
and such procedures as the Allied Governments
may subsequently propose to you for the pure
pose of facllitating the location of such
securities.”

I confirm that the above law will continue to be in
force for the time belng but that 1t will expire on
July 1, 1947, unless extended. I also confirm the
willingness of the Swedish Govermment to cooperate, in
particular, in locating looted securities within the
framework of Swedlsh legislation and within the limits
of practical possibilities,

Accept, Gentlemen, the renewed assurances of my

most distinguished consideration,

To the Chiafs of the
Allied Delegations

338013
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July 18 , 1946

Dear Justice SandstrBm:

In connection with the understanding we have
reached, we have discussed the property in Sweden
of the German State Rallways. We understand that
the Swedish Govermment willl give favorable considera-
tion to the question of putting the rolling stock
and accessories found in Sweden of the German State
Rallways at the dlsposal of the appropriate Allied
authorities.,

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurences of oﬁr most

distinguished consideration.

Chi of Delg@ation of United States
lhnstoe. Laleces 2 /[
Chief of French Del on
WANNAYAS
?/\a/v\otf

Chief of Delegation of United Kingdom

Justice Emil Sandstr¥m

Chief of Swedish Delegation
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July 18, 1946

Dear Justice SandstrBm:

In conneétion with the coming into effect of the
understahdihg we have reached, I am authorized to statg
that the United States of America will at the earliest
possible date thereafter unblock the Swedish holdings
in the United States, according to'a procedure to be
worked out by officials of that country and 3wedish
officials,

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my most
distingulshed consideration.

Very truly yours,

A

- Seymour J. ubiln
Chief of Delegation of' United States

Justice Fmil Sandstr¥m

Chief of Swedlsh Delegation

338015
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 18, 1946

Dear Mr, Rubing
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of today in the following terms:

"In connection with the coming into effect
of the understanding we have reached, I am
authorized to state that the United States of
America will at the earliest possible date there-
after unblock the Swedish holdings in the United
States, according to & procedure to he worked
out by officlals of that country and Swedish
officials.”

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my most
distingul shed consideration.

Very truly yours,

Emil Sandstr8m
Chlef of Swedish Delegation

Mr., Seymour J. Rubin
Chief of Delegation of United States

338016
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Hovember 4, 1949

Uear Justice Sandotroms

I an extremely grateful for the opportunity of seeting you in
Stockholn resently for a discussion of the question of heirless
aseets 1n Sweden formerly owned Ly victinme of lNasl action, Your
sympathetie and cordial recepiion was most gratifying.

As I suggested in the course of our talk, it 1a likely that = con-
clugsion as to the non-existence of heirless sssets in Sweden with
rasvect to ermsan property would not necessarily hold true with
raspact to proverty originating in other countries where different
eonditions affeoting both oscape of capital and hsirlessness
obteined,

In accorfence with the conversution previously had with Hinister
Zattorberg, which I baslicve I menticned to you, the Joint Distridbu-
tion Committoe, the World Jewish Congress, and the Amarican Jewish
Comnittee have submitted the proposal set forth in the enclosure.
As stated in tho letter to iinister Zetterberg, we bellave that an
inquiry of the kind suggested could alone afford an suthoritative
astimate of the dimensions of the problem,

Lt pyag Thanking you again for your friendliness, I am
R RATVER W jA LR T

BLERLE VLEIOR Yours respectfully,

e EMVIAK [ ZNINBEKOEE' CHewko pacapusngen
LGS ZTV 200 RS e pasnen IER?E H' 2LEGAHVHEL Pmﬂm EDiVED ' 017y e

FHEE' CUMlaes hmtumiimine gowsines KYTHbH E 2VADED ASY 066 F10e P L
2 ZLEQOCHT RIm-CPsiiams greivne Communesy EKLED TVEVECE 137 Quud ; ! Wﬁx P .
Iveod ':.pc;_ fu [ HAR LYY : TEWIE et TICLON 4 VTAD paw \sm?. 05 \xw gumum ‘{EKBEE.{ H‘ I"?-,. VA
FCEELRR Y DHORHVMEY hisugewm HEERESL B FHEVIY YA BOUOS pies-jreiresy YREFT IZI'}{:T ese
iy, m ce 3ail Sandstrom
albyralc:s ANEEVA HIIT 20127

THREBICTIA VEMIZHE COMIPILLES
338017 |
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 Hovember 3, 1949

Tos Poreign Affairs ‘
Froms lax Isenbergh o A

SUBJECT: Sweden

In Stockhola from Ootober 18 to Ostober 25 %o look into heirleas assets and
the propaganda activities of Einar Aberg, I had discussions with the followings

A rg, Mirdater of Justioce and Jyen Edlina, Permarient Secretary

of the .1nistry of Justice. (These discussions were in company with

tho Marehioness of Readisg and Dr. Bienonfeld, vho had arranged to seo

the drister prior to my arrival, they deing in Stockholm on the cceaslon

:gz;fhmi;aimhq;equdgn‘ﬁdnh the Yerld Jewiash Congress was running
Sueden,

Syen Salmoason, a leading Stookholm lawyer who often ropresents the Swedish
governsent, on alien property queations and with vhom I had had prior dealing
vhen I was in Jweden yroprosenting the Department of Justice,

Be Burling, Goneral Consul of the Svenska Handelsbanken,

Exnsk Ssturper, a lawror for the HWorld Jewish Congress in Stockholn,

dogaf Pigehler, a Stookholn lawyer sctive in Jewish affoirs,

gaky, Secretary of the Mosaiska Forsamlingen (the official
Jéuisbtkmnmnity'oflammﬁ&m&m)o

zoinz, Counselor of the United States Enbassy.
Bichard Broithut, Rerrosentative of the Umited States Treasury,.
John Tuthill, Esononic Counseler of the United Statea Embassy.

: iser, Cultural Attache, fanmmﬂbruasimmulto:muﬂnun related
to thafhnﬁiah~&llied3uuund
338018
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Memo - Foreign Affairs adw _ Hovember 3, 1949

Denis Flinn, Second Secrctary of the Uniied States Ecbassy,

Emil Sandstrom, forzerly Chief Justice of the Figh Court of Sweden, now

a menbor of the Intermational Court of Arbitration at the Hague and of
the United dations International lavy Commission, and Hond of the Swedish
Red Cross. He was head of the Swedish Delegation in the 1946 negotistions
precoding the Swedish-Allied Accord and 48 row head of the Swedish Foreign
Capital Contyol 0ffi0o in vhose Jurisdiction helrless assots of German
Ot'm would lle,

Belixless Assots

Among the papers cexstituting the 1946 Swedish-illied Accord on asnmets of Gorman
origin is an exchange of letters between Justice Sandstron, yrepresenting Sweden

and Mespra, Rubin, Valensi and MoComd representing the Unitod ftates, France and

the United Kingdom, Tho exchange constitutes & eonfirmption of Sandstroz's agrooe-
ment to resommend to his govarament that 4t should "take steps with a viev to putting
at the disposal of the 3 Allled Govermments, for purpsses of rolief, the proceeda

of property fourd in Sweden vhich belong to vietins of iagl action vho have died
wvithout heirs,* This declaration dated July 18, 1946, provided a forzal besis for
ropresentation to the Swedish Government,

Minister of -Justice Zetterberg whom we saw first, sald that in his opinion the amount
of heirless aspsts in this category is mgligible and, that there would be no ground
for injtiating the lsgislative action which would be necessary to carry out the . :
andertaiing exypressed in the Accord, Dr, Blenenfold and I stated that we agreod

that lsg:lslat-ivo action would not be advisable 4if the dimensions of the problem did
not warrant it, but suggested that the Swedish Government circulerige banks, btankers
end other depositaries to fird out the mmbder of asoscunts originating fro=m German
occupiod sources with respect to vhich there had besn no cozrmnieations sines 1945,

We stated that in the ebeonce of an suthoritative investigation of this tyve, there
eould be no assurance that substantial smounts of heirless property did not exiat,
Minister Zetterberg stated that sush an investigotion would 1taslf require leglow
lation in that it would run counter to prosent Swedish secrecy laws. VWhen we replied
that none of the parsons eircularissd peed be ashed for informaticn about individual
accounts, tut merely to give the mus total of such sccounts to the government, Minister
Zettorberg asked us to prosent ouwr proposal o him in writing. MHinister Zettorberg
wvas asparently sympathetie and eordial, but promised nothing, Ve amorged only with
his representation that he would like to have our proposal in writing for Cormal
econsiderations I have drafted a momorandum to the Hinister ard as som as 1t is
cleared with the JDC and the YWorld Jewish Congress, it will be submitted Jointly.

. memmamgﬁmmmmmm Imm&eamaiplmﬁemp-
resentatives listod above, Only Mr, Donhauser, who worked on these problems in the
past but is nov operating in a different field, and Mr. Cuming who as Counselor

to the Exbassy is informed on the broad cutlines of the questisn, were at all familiar
with the problem, Both Mr. Breitimt and ir, Tuthill had to be briefed from the

begimning,. mmwﬁ&nwaummtomxp, and the upshot 4o
338019


http:ropresentflti.QD

YIVO RG 347.7
AJC (FAD 41-46)

demo - Foreign Affaira -l . g‘i”fe‘lg Eovenber 3, 1949

formor owners were either alive or had @ surviving heir. Justice Sundstrom also

s8aid that in 1946 shortly after the signing of the Accord all Swedish Courts were
eircularized and requested to report hoirless property of Cerman origin formerly
belonging to viotims of ¥azi actinn to the governnent. To date nono has bean declered,
fe further stated that the Publle Inheritanes FPund has gotlen small amounts of heir-
leas assets each year but it has boon almost without exseption property of Swedish -
origin, The only two cases known to the Publie Inheritanco Fund of heirless property
of non-Nwedish origin were fron the Baltio statea, the owners wore not vietims of
Hasl porsecution, the agpregste amount was about one hundred kronen, and moreover,
the Pund was able to sacertain to its mtiafactian the mtvuntlon of the deceused and
to uske a distribution accordingly.

lie sald that the situation in Sweden was. qnita dirfarmt froa that. in Switserlsnd n
that Sweden never enjoyed an extenbive business as an international banking nation.
Re noid that he was convinaed in short, that there wore no heirless aaseta forserly
owned by victins of Hagi aotion in 3Swedon and indeed admitted that he was of that
opinton in July, 1946, when he signed the letter to the Allies on heirless asseta.
He astuted his williogness to write a letter to ne mting his belief that there were
no such helrlesas asseta in Sweden. 1

I suggented that 1t might be miaieading to generalisze frox tte concluatons of the

~ Capitsl Control Office with respect to property of Cerzan origin, since it was likely
that nost of the heirleus property of victixs of Aari setion originated elseshe=w,
This is so because althouzh a great puazber of people were killed in Germany, the
phenczenon of hoirlessanens was likely to be rare anong the alass who zancged to get
soze cepital abrosd, 1 aiso sugpested that the information received from the Courts
eould not be a decisive guide in that there would be no ocecasicn for heirless esssts
of the type 1n which wo were interasted to come to the attention of the Courts, Jimie
lerly, the inforzaticn received by the Publia Inheritanie Pund, since that toc eame
via the Gourts, mn}.d not be likely to comprehend the situations of concern to us.

hoiriess oroverty of Nami victims in Sweden without an inquiry sddressed tr; banka and
other likely depositaries,

Justiocs Jandstrom stated that the govermment hed. iapoaed vexatiocus burdens of investi-
gation on Swediah banky slrcady in consection with loeating German property and would
thevefora bo relustant to burden them again en this gusation, espscially since, in his
view, there was no real likelihood that subatantial amounts of such property exiated.
He also sald thst a=lia's jecrecy lawn wonid ecomplicate sush an inquiry. I stated
that the requast addresged to the banks and other depositaries necd not entxil any
laboricas researeh and that no question of vialating the secrecy laws was involwved,

It mould bo enough mersly to ask the estimated sggregute amount of accounts which had
ramained icastive sines 1945. No further details would bs necessary. Granting that
soze of this gggregste might not beoloag in the category in which we ars intereated
(although the bulk of it probebly would), the figure would indiecate the maximum dimene
sicns of the problem and afford an ammuun basis for determiaing shether further
action was necessary,

As to Justige Sandstrom's offer to wri‘h a letter, I suggested that it would aeem
preferable to wait until such an investigation had taken place and that in any event
he might think it more appropriate to addresz the lettsr to the sigratories of the
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Acoord rather than to us. I toid Justice Sandstrom of the earlier meeting with
Hinigter Zetterberg and stated that in view of that meeting I proposed to go ahead
with the project of submitting a memorandum requesting an investigation to the
Minister. I told Justice Sandstrom that a eopy would te sent to hin,

tlhen I di:oussed my conversation with Justice Sandstrom subsequently with a Jewish
lawyer in Stoekholm, he told me of a single case of heirleas property of non-3wedish
Jowish origin in Sweden amounting to two million krmn. I have not yet received
reqmsted verifying details from this lawyer. - :

The officials at the Anerican Embassy to whom I reported the conversation with Justice
Sandstrom saild that they would support our meamorandum by indigcating both to Hinlater
Zetterberg and Justice Sandstrom that they thought the terms of the Accord would not
be satisfied without scue definitive investigation of the extent to which heirlosa
asgeta of dazl victins existed in Sweden,

ADERG

At our meecting with Hinister Zetterberg we pointed out that Aberg's Sturmer-like
propaganda was being recoived in the United States, Italy and South American countries
and that we hopeAthat the Swediah authorities would succeed in effectively sileneing
hic., Hinister Zetterberg stated that he regarded Adberg's activities as a dirty affair
end wished he would stop, He added howaver, that no one in Sweden took Aberg seriously
end that in fact he was regarded as a sompletely unimportant orackpot. He then said
that the strong tradition of freedom of speech in Sweden made it very difficult to take
legal action againat Aberg there. ¥e rosponded by saying that Aberg appealsd to a much
loss intelligent sudience in other countries and that his propaganda, howsver ridicu-
lous, served to keep Nezi ideas alive, We showed the Minister a photostatic copy of
an envelone bearing a Swedish postmark and stated that Aberg's foreign audience was

not careful enough to understand that he was an unimportant single individual in
Sweden but probably tended to associate these Nagl thought with Sweden generally.

Hence, we suggested that 1t would be strongly in the interest of Sweden to suppress
Aberg, Yinister Zetterberg and Mr. Edling, the permarent Seoretary of the Liniatry,
read the examples of Aberg's literature I had brought along with me with great interest.
They pointed out that it would be difficult to proesed agminst Aberg under the general
laws against defamation i{n Sweden at the present tize and that the new "Lex Aberg®
would not go into effect until January 1, 1950, We asked ths Hinister to consider
barring Aberg from the mails as a temporary expedient pending eriminal prosecuticen,

He said that he wonld carefully consider thie matter, but expressed doubts as to his
powers in this respect under the relevant Internatinnal Postal Conventions, and
reiterated his general reluctance to do anything insensistent with the Swedish tradi-
“tion of free speech., He stated that in England and the United States there was a

sinilar tradition of free speech but that mn one thought it protected defamatory
utterances and that it was our understanding thst Swedish law was not different in
this rospect, In regard to the International Postal Conventions we said that they
expressly provided for barring people from the mails if their use of the mails was -

in furtherance of crininal conduct. We suggested that in view of the defamatory

nature of Aberg's literature, his use of the mmila would comze within this category.

¥o also asked ¥inister Zetterberg toc ssck to determine who provided Aberg's finanoial

support. Eamphasizing the stake that Sweden had in preventing the creation of a
wrong impreasion‘ abroad, we astated that this would be an appropriate subject for
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governmental !mquiry Again, ¥inister zettorberg said he mld carcrully considor
our suggestion, : : : :

I spoke to Hr. GSwen Salmonson, a Ieading Swdish la!yor, }about the fmaibiliw of _

. owr retaining investigators to find out the source of iberg's finaneisl support.

ile stated that while there was no law in Swedsn preventing our following this course,
he would advise strongly agninst it since the disclosure of investigators of foreign

source in Sweden would raise embarrassing questions uhioh had better be avolded. "

At the EZmbassy, Mr, G\mming, the Counselor, mw that he thwpht. that if Aberg
persisted in his activities a prosecution would bs begun against hiam ehortly after

the new law became effective in January, 1950. He stated that 1t might be possible
within the procise framework of one of the Postal Conventions for the United States
to nake a represantation to the Swediah Government about Aberg's aotivities. He eaid
he did not know what the provisions of the relevant Conventions were in this reapect
nor whether the representations which might be made should be by Postal Authorities

or by the State lepartrent, He suggestad that our New York or Washington office might
want to look into this question, He said that the Embasay had praviously expressed to
the Swedish Government its interest in having Aberg stopped and thut he would be

. propared to do so again if no prcsecution were nntiatui aaninst Aborg a.f‘tar the aew
law Yecame sffective, , _ k .

kr, Cumning sent me to see Denis mnn, the S,oon.i seoutuy o!' the Embnsey, who h&d
done some Work on the Aberg case in the past, PFiinn slso said he thought that s proe
secution would be started in January or shortly thereafter, Flimn also said that he
thought that Aberg had only a few small backers and that he d1d not telieve that ho
operated on a large seale. A , ,

David Xdpniwsky, Secretary of the Hosaiska rorsanungen, was also conﬁdent that

Abergz wonld be subjected to prosecution soon after the first of the year. He said ’
that the Community had had some doubts about the desirability of the “Lex Aberg® which
penalized group defamation but that now they were satiafied that the enactnent was a
fortunate development. ile sald that he suspscted that Aberg had a singls btacker, but
had no proof. Ille mentioned a8 a suspect ene Carlberg, the inheritor of a2 considarabla
fortuna, who was known for his active association with the Nasl organization in Sweden
in the past and who might be disposed toward finding aome outlet like Aberg now that
the Hazi organization was dead. At my request, he aaid that the Mosaiska Forsamlingen
would imzediately hire a profeasional inveatigator to seek to find ocut definitely who
is supporting Aberg. He did not ask for eny financial assistance from the Committae.

{
sises ‘
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Dear Mr, Minister:

Because the undersigned organizations have long been actively concerned with
furthering the spiritual and material recovery of surviving victims of Nazi
persecution, they are especially aware of the universal admiration which the
government of Sweden and her citizens have deservedly won for themselves by

their splendid generosity and devotion in this field, Your own friendly and
sympathetic reception to the proposals with respect to heirless property

recently presented to you by Lady Reading, Dr. Bienenfeld, and Mr. Isenbergh is

a most gratifying personal confirmation of this aspeot of Swedish humanitarianism,

Following out your suggestion, we submit a brief outline of the proposal discussed
with you. In essence it is quite simple, being addressed only to the preliminary
stage of effectuating the recommendation embodied in Justice Sandstrom's note of
July 18, 1946, to the delegates of France, the United Kingdom, and the United
States, That recommendation, that heirleas assets in Sweden formerly owned by
victims of Nazi action be devoted to purposes of relief, requires first of all

an authoritative estimate of the dimensions of the problem, It 1s only on the
basis of such an estimate that a definitive aottlement(!nnld appear possible,

We therefore take-the liberty to propose that the Swedish/Government circularize
Swedish banks, bankers, safety deposit institutions, and pther possible reposi-
tories of assets of the kind in question.p To make - as unburdensome as
possible and to avoid any problem of conflict with secrecy laws, we suggest that
no information about individusl deposits or accounts be requested. It would
appear to be sufficient to ask each establishment solicited to submit only an
estimate of the ageregate value of accounts and deposits held by it, originating
in any of the countries which were occupied by Germany during World War IIX, with

’“}jwwﬂxngpect to which no communication has baen received from the owner or his heir or

other, successor since May 9, 1945. In the case of safety deposit boxes or similar
receptacles of which the contents are not known, a mere statement of the number
of such instances would suffice for immediate purposes.

We are aware of the poasibility that some property not within the category with

which we are concerned might be included within the aggregate revealed by the

inquiry, We believe, however, that the proportion would be trivial, and are
confident, in view of experience with like questions in other countries, that an
expeditious method of dealing with any such other property as may exist can readily

be worked out, That question is in any oase anticipatory, The important result

of the inquiry would be to make available a working estimate of the maximum dimensions
of the problem in the light of which an appropriate plan for ultimate disposition

can be worked out.

 Because of the preliminary nature of what we propose, we refrain at this time from
outlining the various modes of assuring the devotion of heirless assets of Naszi
victims to purposes of relief, We point out, however, that the almost universal
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application of this prineiple in the Western Countries (as well as, pursuant to
the Peage Treaties, in the "Satellite® Gountries) makes it quite clear that as a
practical matter, the obJectivo is readily attainabla withouz aubstantial adminin
strative diffioulty. , e g ‘ A ' _

We should be most grateful to learn of any aetion taknn on this matter by yonr
Government, (Any communication sent to Mr, Isenbergh at the above address will
be promptly transmitted to all the signatorias.) R

With sincere good wishes, we remain
- Respectfully,.
F. R. Bienenfeld, Legal Adviser
'WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS .

‘Jbroma,J.TJéoobSon, Genefalycounsel
ARERIGAN JOINT DISTRIBUTIGN COMMITTEE

‘Max Isonbergh, counsel for European Operations
AMERICAN JEWISH GOMMITTEE

‘misss
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