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T':"5J./R-~ 

SUMMARY OF· COMMUNICATION 

( German 


Date ~f 'Co~munication: 
 1953 


Addressed t~': 
 The President 

Name and address 0 f wri ter: Hr ~ 0 skar .Dimpfel 
. -a.,'" 2l,.Korte Herentalsstraat ~,~ 

~tr;Antwerp, Belgium 
('. 

. ~~ 
1'1.1 

v'/ ""'" (il 

Substance ofw.riter' s sta,tement: . ..J"".' ..'...... ~ 

The vITi tar requests the President's intervention in behalf of ~~' .:1' 
~ 

le,rge nurnbers of persecutees of the Nazi regime, who, eight years '~:af§ir: 

the end of the \,rar, are still unable to obtain, Justice in the m_att'~.rU~ \11:'';, 

of restitution and compensstiori from the German courts. Many of these 
. / 

cou:r:ts are more inte:rested iri playing paIl tics. ~han in administe:ring 


,ju8tlce.. In many lnstEin9Bs.compensBtlon isc1.enied the persecutmes 


on the very gpounds on which the Nazi regime convicted then).. The 

writer is confident that the Presidentwiil be anxious to see to ~" ,?U 
it tri~t Justice 1s done. in this matter. " o t\ 

In an atte.ched ste.ter:1ent the v,rrJ ter' recapi tulE',tes. the ce.se of oC " 
. '.E' """e 

thE~ G~rman persecutees of the Na.7..i regime s,nel requests the e8ta.bli8~~.: 
ment of a. neutral commisslonlw'--ad'jH4: Ette the claims ot.:1nersecutees. v, . 
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Inrep~ Nf'er to 
GEl 

(. ~. 

It is the posi:t1on~rfth~·. Un1tedStateG Govenime~\hatrespcm-
sibillty for :tnd~.perBons. who auf£ered.injuryan.d loss :88, . 
arestilt of hid ·paraeclltiotin.st8 w1th the ,aeraanGove.mme... The, 
UnitedStatasllo~i. ~tls" oft.beOccup.rtng ·feverS .1n..' QeI!l&a.'lW. 

'.6= 

has sin~ the beginni'lg o~;,.~. C?ccu.pa:t;1on ·urged.tneGerilan. JU1Uhor1- -.,,~ 
s 

tissto acceptth1s. re~&m:t;Y·&ndProv.Ule8D.qu1tabl~~X·· '-'.:~ 
. of indemni!~cation .l;n/.a .. ·U~.~.: . It;~s.:\J!'8-:i. /'= ~.};j....c~OI'daru;a ..th·. iSs: ~paJd
. eogDized, wt the 1Dapo.~~~.,l:Jy the o~pa.'M;...autboi'1~e8 Of~U~,.t1I 
laws in,th1..'l fieldVA')~ild'nlSt offer'a, pract1cal.oreffeet1:V'e8eib:~ , :~, 
80 l?ngas the 'German'au~orit18:shad" ~n1$,tertbe:p:ogf,am~': tTl.~ 
proudetharaquisite f\mda through ~xat10D. ReceD.Uy-theFedtt~:. f'iiI 
Republic' of Oemaoy enaeW:re.dera:llegisliltlO.n in this 't.1eld 'whJ:elt' '(,1,/ Q. 

I . 

became effective on Octob ....1,195.3 &a'l .hich 1sdes1pe4 ,to<f:&J'17 .' . ~.~ ~; 
out theuodertald.lig g1.van .by. tlu3 fed$n\l. llepubll.c 1m. .Ch8pter·rour VI!' 
.91' tl:w Convention on the·'Sett.lamutof MattersArlaiJig cut of ,be' l, 

far and theacenpatien. ·.'lb4;i1.egisJ..ation 18 a.Biped· t'O W11:I'U'e ~ 
form· treatment ofclaima.ntsthr"ughout the' Federal Rspt'.bl1c. 

Wh11etheDepartlJlEfnthl' Sympathetic ,t$W8;rd tbe plight ot pen& aa 
cuteea,. it must rsl'i%'etthat, for the reasons 8taW abeve, 1t 'caJlioO =not accede to your l!'eq,uest 'for intervention. in tili matte~•.. 

. 'Sincerely yours, . 

For the h¢NWlVl':· of'St.ete i 

..--., 
SIS CR/~~....}:\/u v /' t#"",/ .Ju4.J£,,;;

Acting Oiricer ill ChargeOCT 28 1953 P. M. 
D1Y1sieot German Finance 
Bureau·oI Gaman Andre 

= 
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Was h i n g ton. 

Sehr geehrte Herren! 

Hiermit erlaube ich mir hoeflichst die amerikanische Regie= 
rung auf das Chaos in'Sachen der deutschen Wiedergutmachung 
den Verfo~gten des Nazi-Regims,aufmerksam zu machen,mit der 
Bitte:die amerikanische Regierung moege.ihren ganzen Einfluss 
dafur einsetzen, dass wir Verfolgten nach 8 Jahre Beendigung 
des Krieges,endlich zu uD.serem Recht und in den Besitz unserer 
berechtigtenEntschadigung gelangen. 

Unseren Hilferufan die ganze freie Welt und somit auch an· j 

die amerikanische Regierung begrUndenwir damit, weil wir in 
der heutigen Rechtssprechung der Wiedergutmachungsbehoerden 
die Fortsetzung der Hitlerrechtssprechung festgestellt haben, 
wie sich einwandfrei aus meinem Antrag beigefugt~eweismate= 
rial ergibt. I 

Dieselben GrUnde die uns wanrend des deutschen. Unrechtsstaa=! 
·tes ins KZ-Lager brachten,werden von der heutigen Gerichtsbe= I 

. .. I 

hoerde dazu benutzt,unsere.berechtigtenWiedergutmachungsanspru~ 
che abzulehnen. 

Selbst der jetzige deutsche Bundesminister der Justiz,Herr , 
Dr.D e h 1 er hat oeffentli~h bekannt gegeben, dass bei einige~ 
Gerichten in der Bundesrepublik nicht Recht gesprochen,sondern 
Politik getrieben wird undo sich deswegen eine Ueberwachung 
der Rechtssprechung aufdrangt. 

Von groesster Bedeutung fur die amerikanische Regierung 
ist nach meiner Auffassung der Bericht deutscher Berichterstat::= 
ter,welcher ebenfals meinem Beweismaterial ala Abschluss beige= 
fugt ist. 

In dem festen Glauben,dass die amerikanische Regierung be= 
strebt ist,uns Verfolgten zu unserem Recht zu verhelfen,danken 
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wir der amerikanischen Regierung im Voraus fUr aIle' Bemuh\ 
in unserer gerechten Sache~ 

i~ \.~lit vorzUglicher Hochachtung 
\,J2)' -

Verfolgter de~Zi-Regims. 
P.S. Mein Beweismaterial ubersende ich der amerikanischen 
Regierung gesondert,per Einschreiben. 

D.O. 

I 

l 
1 

:: 

:: 

1:( 

.;'!' 
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Wir V e r f 0 1 g ten des: Nazi-Regims k '1 age n an: 

::'I~j:e::l,;~9-e~tsche ':;BUIidasr~ gie'~:~.):i.:':~~lbp.ni~W~~~l:\ \~inaci,schiebu:cg , 11 
:':, :Jlf3 r;~:~V:,e:~~:Uzii.6;;tgung';ue s·;:BWldeseI,;iysC'b.a;al~~g~s~r!ize;.s. , 
'''~.:.~ ;" ,,:, <:!:~~:"~~::t'.t~~r;~;:;,~~· ":'.:! :" '..~:: .~": XX'~.,: '., \".: ~).':':}: ~~...:~ 'y ; .:j ~,.~ .:' ,} ." J,"", " '" .•,0'" ""," ,", \.V '"l; 

;'w:i;~;)if;>e( r :1';; O'ir;g:::t>·e,:':n.~ae,S'"NEiZi':";Regims k 1 age n an: 
. , -. " ',' . ,~i. "'''J'~~'' /' < /', "';':):i"'r": .'~')'; .'~';i;:: :,:,:\'j"",U,).,,('~ :.:' ""t." 


i;;Q,~e.l"biJslieri:ge:rl'::WtedergUtlll.a~llUDg·s<~Ge'riclit·sbehoe:rden:'lq~ r,:e,inze lna. "~' 


:~:nde;'E;~.j.D.':>d~r:'.he~t,1s,':it'd~~t..~Cll~ff$~d~:~r~pE'-bf:*~)~~~~".d!3.~' ,ab= ~~, 
. ',' J31.c,h:t;l'l.chen .. Benachtsl.l;Lgu:ng,de.r ye+fo,lS'tep .b,~l.i"dei~' !u)~l.~;gul:lg der" 

,;/p,i'slle,~igen·.:,Be(stl.mID.ungen/ fUr die '~:u:~rk~P:A~ ·'dEH...·Entschadigungen. .. 

;,:. pie se~"GerichtabenerdeliS trei'ben 'e ine Gelle i$.wissenschaft und daril= 

ber hinaus eine falsche EinsPa.r,u:p.g~rpqlitilc. dep:, Ve:r;.!oJ:giren gegen.::, 

.;;,;~be:r"tzugunstell der:~: j¢tzig~n' deutschen<Buhde srepublik" 
".::': ,': .. ';"'. ::" 

: ," • , it, J '; 1 

Wir V e' r f 0 1 g ten des Nazi-Regims erklaren hiermit feierlich: " 

Die Gestapo hat es einer echten Wiedergutmachungsbehoerdesehr 

leicht gemacht, uns Verfolgte zu erk,~~D.,;und'}a.uq·l::!;:rZ\l1Yerguten,

indem die Gestapo selbst alle"'Verfo'lgteriin be~timmte Gruppen,

wie zum Beispiel:rassisch ,po11ti'scb;":Ve,rfolgteiuiid':'so weiter, ein:: 

teilte und daruber hinaus noch unsdurch einen Farbwinkel an der 


. Kleidung deutlich kennbar Jm.acl;r~e!";E!~"e:r;.'f~.j..s:t,;~~;,ine Gericht sbehoerde 

4e:nqetig,da dieselbeICbereits '8voll'e"Ja.h.re nach Beendigungdes " 

·~Kiieg~·:s, versagt haben.

, .',', .' .,. "'f <"'~ 

\Wf:6V"~'r':t' ,(1 g ten des Nazi-Regims verlangen:die sofortige 

Erledigu,ng unserer Haft-und Wiedergutmachungsanspruche durch eine 

neutrale Kommission,worin V e r f 0 1 g t e des Nazu-Regims ver= 

treten und mitbe stimmend sind~ 


Wir V e r f 01 g ten des Nazi-Regims stellen fest: 

dass von einer Bevoelkerungszahl von circa 60 Millionen in Deutsch= 
'1 
f 

land ungefabr eine Million Verfolgte des Nazi-Regims waren,wovon :iI" 
eine halbe Nlillion in Gestapokellern und KZ-Lagern den Tot fanden. '. \'\ 
Die restlichen500 000 zuruckgekehri;ien Verfolgten befinden sien \ \ 

in de. meisten Fallen in grosser Not und grossem Elend beilebens= ; 

.--! 
~langer Krankheit. , 

Mit dieser Minderheit 'der Verfolgten treibt die bisherige Wieder= i
gutmachungs-Gerichtsbehoerde ein frivoles,willkUrliches S pie 1, \ i

'u:: . !wobei die fur die Verf'olgten erlassenen Verordnungen gegen <lie 

Verfolgten angewand werden.. 


Diese innerdeutschen VerbB.ltnisse werden Sache der ganzen f r e i= . 
e n Welt,durch die T a,.t sac h e Il, dass. durch die heutigen . ;e~ 
Wiedergutmachungs-Gerichtsbehoerden die Urteile und Verordnungen ";::1 

der damaligen Hitlerbehoerden Clllillbenutzt wero.en, l.1Il!" die berech=" 
tigten Wiedergutmachungsanspruche der Verfolgtell mit der BegrWi::,
dung die ser· damaligen Urteile, abzulehnen. " 

Wir V e r f 0 1 gt e n des Nazi-Regims protestieren aufs scMrfs= 

te und empoert,in aller Oeffentlichkeit,gegen die Fortdauer del' ' 

Hitlerrechtssprechting bei einigen Wiedergutmachungs-Gerichten in 

der heutigen deutschen Bundesrepublik. ".' 


Wir V e r f 0 1 g ten des Nazi-Regims erklaren feierlich: 

.',' 
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. . ,'" ., "', ....I".;~J : 

Solallgediese ZustAll.de den Verfolgten gegenuber fortdauern( , ! 

derle'tzte .VerfOIS. te.,' d.. e. s. NaZ:L,·.-ltegiIns durch ei'Il6 deutsch.. e B$.\ K"
'.' 

regierung nicht eD::t.f.:>,c~,~gt."i,is:t),!, ,;~st Deutschland in E h r e'L \ 

hersteIlt und.~uch keineDemokratie... '. ... ... " 


Unsereschwerwiegende Anklage gegen die deutsche Bundesregierw..
wird bewiesen and bestAtigt mit noch schwerwiegenderen Beweisen "{\..... .
und Beweiamaterial, zum Teil zusammengestellt von'i~:garteiischen ' .. 
deutschen Berichterstattern in der heutigen deuts,ch'e'ri~'$~esrepu:, c., 

"blik innerhalb eines,des vergangenen Jahxes. .. , 
'"·rr.;\"i.~:"":;'\~ ~ ....."Ir'{..·::;~::~,,':.' ~_ :.", ;.it'·\:~ ..: .:"'4.' ,,.", .. '..... '.~"'" '"!J'~,";;,'?';-!""(' ,+ "!"~·.r·',·

Die 'g'anze 'freie' Weltmus·s'c'dieserha]b~'v0Ii·Deti:t'sehland keine Worten, 

sondern II' ate n verlangen. 


'I'~ {' 

Einer fUr aIle, aIle fur einen•.. 
" ; 

OskarD 'i "m p f e I 

',' '\Ahi~gen: 
.; .. 

Beweismaterial. Antwerpen,den1.Ma1.1953• 
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FINAL Ii. E P 0 R '.e 

by the C-overmncnts of' France, 'rna United Kingdom·--------.. ---------.------~-
. I

.e! Great ~E~.!.~in !lnd N£rth~E~~!::.!!2:.z.~..!!!~ , 

United States of' America to the Inter-.Allied 
, '" 

~_~'P8.ration ~~E:~on G~l'~:~~~!!:!_~~~ 

neut~al countries and otl~r territories. 

-----::--._

section I. 

Section II. 

. Section III .. 

Section N. 

Section V. 

J 

, , 

J;ntrodY£t.:1oll : 

Paragr~1?hs 1 to -12. 


German Assets in. neutral uountries 

-Pal"agraphs '13 to-~33:-- ! . 

I, , 
German Assets in other terri:tories 


Paragraphs13'4' to ~·39. 
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Renaration M£ll£~-for RefUgees 
Paragraphs il.j.o to nib. .. 

OOi'lclusion 
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on May 12 s 1954. This dismissed the theoretical ancl 
stantial arguments which had been adduced towards .estab~~hing 
a claim on the part of' the Agency to the proceeds of liqu.ida
tion of German aE/sets in Italy, and more generallYi to all 
German assets which were in ex-ene~w territory andlagainst
which the Soviet Union had renouncod all claims. On 
November 18 9195L~~ a memorandum . pl"epared in response by the 
delegates of Canada, Grecco and Yugosla.via developed further 
the juridical thesis on Which the Assembly's resolution of 
July 23 9 1953 had been based. . 

137. There seems little need in the present report to re
capitulate thoSG art,"Uments, since these are Vlell-known to all 
members of' the Agency, and since 1t proved possible to reach 
an acceptable solution p outside the machinery of the Agency 
and on a practical basis, without prejudice to the I positio'/li of 
principle which the various parties concernod tbok~ In.the 
year 1957~ the sum of 1 r 224 million lire was made available by
the Italian Government from the balance of proceeds of 
liquidation and paid direct to those Member Governments of the 
Agency, other than the three lTGgotiating PowGrs, w:t1.ich had not 
had ~ll satisfaction' of their rights in respect of Category A 
reparatio~. . 

iLl:. PAN· 

138.. On Maroh 15, 1950 p the ThreG Powers notified the 
'Secrotary General of' the Agency of thGir decision yO put at the. 
Agency I s disposal all sums ave.ilable for disposal following the 
liquidation of German assets in 'Japan. Tl1G liquidation of all 
physical assots which could be appropriatGd has in fact beGn 
oompleted. So far 1,300,000,000 Yen and 555,000 dollars have 
been transi'erred to the Agency; the balo.nce, which· amounts to 
less than 100 million Yen, will be distributed among the member 
governments once it has become possible finally to close the 
operating accounts of the Allied Tripartite Com~ission in ToY~o. 

:£. H l\ l LAN P 

139. The Bum availablo for disposal following iiqU1dat:ton oj.' 

Gorman assets in Thailand, after deduction of a~Uistrative 
costs and of various Thai claims against German natio11B.l.s, 
amounted to £53,712. 10s. Od. This sum WaS transferred to the 
Agoncy for disposal. 

rv. illllE:...\RATION Mmrn:Y!LFOR REFUGEES 

140. Article 8 of Part I of:the Paris·Rep2ration Agreement
tool: cognizance of the large number of people who had. suf:f'e~ed 
severely 1'1'01:11 Hazi action and ware, after the end of war, in. 
urgent need of help 1'01' rehabilitation, .but were not entitled 
to get such help from any of the governments whc{werc receiving

I • 

/ 
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I
reparation from Gel'many. Condcquently, the signe.tory powers 
of.' the Agroement took t11e following decisions 	 i 

(a) 	 /\. sharo of reparation should be dovoted to the 
. rehabilitation and resettlement of non-ropatriab1e 
·victims of German.action. That reparation share 
shoulq.. consist of! 

(i) all non-monetary gold found by the Allied 
armed f'orces in Germany; 

(ii) a further sum not exceeding 25 million 
dollars which should bc found from the proceed~ of 
liquidation of German assets in neutral countries 
becoming available for reparation purposes. 

(b) 	 The Governments of' Fl"ance, the United Kingdom, the 
United States, Czechosluva.kia. and Yugoslaviapin 
cons111tat~~on with the Intergovernmental Committee 
on Refugees p should ruive the taele of : 

(i) drawing up an agreed plan as a mattor. of 
urgency for the rehe.Dilitationand resettlement of 
the, categories of Victims of Nazi, persecution: 
defi-ned at paragraph D of Articlo B of the Repara
tion Agreement; I , 
(ii) entrusting the administration of all/the 
funds secured to the Intergovernmental Comrni,ttoe for 

'Refugees 	or to such United Nations organisations to 
Which the functions of the Intergovernmental Oommittee 
might eventually devolve where aid to refugees was 
concerned. Such administration Was to be conducted 
in conformity with a pln.n Which the five Governments 
were to draw. UPt an(i it waS providod that tho money 
should not in any circumstances be devoted to 
compcn8~ting individual victims. ' 

141. The five Governments detailed above met inlconference 
in Paris between June 11 and June 14, 1946. . On the latter date 
the lIAgreemcnt (between the Five, Governments) on a plan for. 

, Allocation of a reparatlonshare to non-repatriable v:l.ctims of 
: German 	action\! Was concluded. As regards,the sum of 25 million 
dollars Which the Negotie,tlng Powers had to malce available as 
first charge against the proceeds of German assets in neutral 
countries, this agreement provided that : ' 

(a) 	 having regard to the fact that the great ,majority of 
non-repatriable victims of German action ,were Jowish, 
90~ of the money should be devoted to Jc\vish victims 
and 10;% to non-Jewish ,victims: f 

(b) 	 the cost of re-settleinent should not exceed 1000 U.S~ 
dollars for an ad1l1tor 2J500 dollars for a child aged
less than twelve. " " " 

142. On, June 14p 1946, the French Government, acting on 
, behalf of the Five Governments Which had si&>'Ued the Agreement 
of June 14, sent instructions'to the Director of the Inter
Governmental Committee on RGfugees. They were designed to 

! 	 / (a) 

I 
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(a) 	, define tho administrative responsibility of the 
Intergovernmental Comnutteo; 

J 

(b) 	 specify "the appropriate field organisation" 
mentioned at Paragraph C of that Agreement (c.f.' 
Article 8 of the Paris Reparation Agreement) in 
connexion with help;to and re-settlement of Jewish , 

, , , victims of Nazi action (the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee and the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine were specified); 

(c) 	 lay down the allocation of funds as between Jewish 
and non-Jewish victims; 

(d.) 	 establish the criteria accord1nGto y.,rhich various , 
cateGories of victims could be held admissible for 
benefit. ' 

The instructions, finally, stated that the Committee should,' 
conduct periodical reviews to ensure that the funds were being 
used effectively in accordance with the directives. from the 
Five Governments, and provided that ~he latter should receive 
a report f'rom the Intergovernme,ntal Oommittee about the ' 
activity it was to conduGt within' the responsibil+ties given 
it in the Agl"eemont of June 14, 1946. i 

\ 	 I 

143. . As stated in the sec'tion of the present report which 
der.ls with the negotiations with Sweden (paragrap!;l 95 above), 
the Swedish Government made a sum of 50,000,000 Swedish crowns 
available to the IntergovernmentaL:OOlJ'llnittee on, July 12, 1947., 
At the request of the Negotiating Powers t t119 Swiss Government 
agreed on July 27, 1948 t,o pay 20 ,000 ~OOO Swiss francs, as an 
advance against ,the moneys which were to ,be paid to, the Three 
Governments from the ~)r"ceeds of liquidation of German' assets 
in Switzerland. According to the exchange rates applicable at 
the times at which these sums were notified to Intergovernmental 

, Committee as available, a balance of 6,4599948 dollars remained 
due. The negotiating powers, as stated .in the account of the' 
negotiations with. Portugal given earlier (paragraph 58 above) ~ 
hoped throughout that 100,000,000 escudos could be made available 
for transfer to the Oommittee~ or to its successor body. They 
decided in tl1esecircumstances to transfer from'the 101,500pOOO 
Swiss francs remitted to them by the Swiss Government fol~{)'N:tng 
the conclusion of the Agreement o~ August 28,1952, such a sum 
aS 9 together with a payment of 100 million escudos, would have 
brought the total receipts to 25 million dollars. When this 
decision was taken the sum in Sv/iss francs Vias caiculated to be 
12~896g917 and this amount was remitted to the Liquidator of the 
International Refugee Organisation in September, 1953, leaving 

1the balance of 100 million escudos to be remitted las and when 
they might become available. i 
144. Subsequently~ urgent representations for a further 
payment to the Liquidator were made by those organisations which 
had been entrusted with putting, the relief' programme into 
practice and Which~ to discharge their responsibilities, had had 
to borrow considerable sums on which they had to pay interest. 
Accordingly,at the beginning of .1955, the Three Governments, 
despite their hope that a reaept of escudos might 'still prove 
possible, decided that they must make available s without further 

/ delay 
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delay, the counter-value 'in Swiss francs. of 50 million escudoS. 
This sum was. remittod .to the Liquidator~in March 1955. 

1450 The negotiations which took plac~ in Lisbon in October 
1956 showed conclusively that tho only settlement which could 
be negotiated with Portugal would not yield the outstb.ndingeum 
of 50,000$000 escudos which the Three Governments had undeirtaken 
to pS.y to the liquidator. ' The Het;otiating Powers theref9're 
decided that they could no longer defer the payment of.th~ 
counter-"part in Swiss francs of those 5O f OOO ?OOO escudos, .and 
it was effected, on December ,17 J 1956. ',The table a"G }\.nnex 5 
shows the sums of tho money which were paid to the fund in 
accordance withthe provisions of the Paris Reparation Agree
ment. This table reveals that the dollar oquivalent of the 
total sum remitted to the Funa.~ calculated at the rates of 
exchange in for-ce at the time at which the payments wore made, 
exceeded $25 mil1ion~although the liquidator~ statesthat g due 
to devaluation of S'wedish Cl"owns in the period during which these 
were bloclced, it had ,in fact. be~n possible to realise' a total sum 
equivalent to only$24.708,109,,'·In the view of the Throe ' 
Governments the slight; dollar excess apparent in t~1e flnn~xed . 
table had to be measured against the much gl~cater actual losses 
borne by the distributing organisations 1I both through the do
valuation of the Swedish erown and also through having to borrow 
money in anticipation of the delayed payment in escudos. ' 

1h6. On December 15,1952? the liquidator submitted an interim 
report. This made it possible to determine that the moneys paid 
over to the Fund until Deoember 1952 had been put to uses which 
conformed with the requirements of the Paris Reparation Agreement 
and to the directives issued by tho Governments respons±ble for 
developing the plan for help and rehabilitation. . 

v. Q 0 N C L U S I 0-li 

147. The table at Annex 6 shows the tote.l of funds which, 
arising from the liquidation of German assets in countries which 
were formerly neutral and in othf.}r territories have so far,been 
distributed among the ~iiember Governm~nts of the Agency. 

148. The results achieved by 12 years of. negotiations fall 
short of the expectations of the victorious countries in 1945 
and 1.946, especially Where 17ho former neutral countries are 
concerned. Much has been said in the pl:'esent report about the 
juridical and polit ical obstacles Which the Negotiating Powers 
encountered~ and the conflict of interests which arose between 
countries in which assets were situated and the Three Powers wh~ 
were acting on behalf' of the Member Governments of tho Agency. 
While the provisions of the Paris Reparation Agreement recag'hisod 
that a yield from the proceeds of assets in neutral' countries . 
must be dependent upon negotiati«ms'with those countries, and 
could not simply bespecifiod and demanded without further ado 
from the Governments of those countries s it is logitimate to 
observe that the signatory governments prcbably under:estimated 
the determination,. and th0 tenacit;{, which the Governments of 
countries, holding German assets understandably displayed where 
the prior satisi'e.ction of their interests was at issue, and where 
most of the cards , in the form of the assets in question, ~iere in 
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their hands. Finally, neither the' Mandatory Governm~nts, nor 
the other signatories foresaw ,. in 1945, the time whJ.-::h it would 
take to reach agreement with the various 'other governments 
concerned,or the extent of the complications and se'b-bacIcs 
Which throat'ened', to undo such agreements, in many cas.osovei:> 
periods of years, even after their conclusion where this had 

. proved. possible. ' . 

149. Through these years of negotiation, tho Three Govopn.:.. 
-ments have done their best td socure the maximum adv~ntageto
all those~\ without distinctions on whose behalf they ~ave been 
acting.' . The practica.l difficulties increased with time, and 
the political circumstances have changed during the same time. 
to the point at which the chances of any further material yield 
have fallen to nil. 

150. Sat:i,si'ied tha.t they havemade.their best efforts to 
discharge the responsibilities with Which they were entruste.d, 
and convinced that the question of German external assets has 
in practical terms come to an end, the Three Governments have 
thg honour to submit this report o~ their action as mandatories. 
to the Member Government S of the Agency J and to invite the 
latter to regard the Three Governmonts as relieved otall 
responsibility for further action. I 
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The Gove.tltlinents.of France;. of the.UnUied Kingdom ,of, .Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and of 'the United States of 

· America, on one part, and of the Goverinment of the Portuguese 
Republic on the other pant, wishing to define the condition. 
E;l,nd thedesi;ination of' the German assets existing on P01·tuguOQ8
Territory, deCided .that the negotiations for this purpose
shoul,eLbe'realised in. conference meeting in Lisbon. . Having
named its.delegations, the work was initiated on the third 
day of September, 1946, under the presidency of the first 
delegate of trte Portuguese Republic. At the conclusion 
of a series of sessions, in which were presented, analyzed
and discussed the proposals of one .side and of the other, the 
afore-mentioned delegations agreed on an Accord, contained in 
the following Articles: . 

ARTICLE I 

Assets of the German State. 

All the assets of the German State, whatever be their 
nature, existing on Portuguese territory on the date·of entry
into force of this Accord, will be delivered,without prejudice 

· to the provisions in sub-paragraphs"a tl and lib" of paragraph 1 
of Article V, to the representative.s of the .Allied Governments 
signatory to this Accord. 

Sole Proviso. The·term "assets of the German State" 
is understo.od to include the' assets in the power of all 

" , 	 juridical persons, and of all entities which, though not 
possessing juridical personality, have had the independent
administration of assets for purposes that fall into the sphere
of the German State activi ty. .., 

ARTICLE II 

Assets of Individu~ls. 

1. This Accord shall only'~pplY to assets of whatever 
nature existing in Portuguese territory on the date of the 

· entry into force of this ~~ccord,owned by persons of German 
nationality resident in Germany at any time between: , . 
September 1? 1939, and the ceSS,ation of hostiliti6sj by the 
unconditional surrender of that country on May 7, 1945. , . , 

2.. J.ssets, of whatever nature, transferred t:o Portuguese
terri tory or there aC'quired at whatever time or by whatever . 
means by~German war leaders, theiraesociates or collaborators, 
will be considered "juris etjure" as German war . potential,
and be immediately liquidated. 

3. I.ssets, of whatever nature, transferred to Portuguese
ter'ri tory or there acquired and. utilised 8:(;ter the promulgation, 
effective 1933, of the "Devisenbewirtschaftungsgesetz tl 

, and 
complementary legislation, Will, be deemed, by presumption 
"juris tantum", to be assets of associates and collaborators· 

· of' 	the. German war leaders, since their proprietors will be 
suspect of having collaborated, with the knowledge of' the 
authori tics of their country., in the realisation of' war aims. 

! 

.i., 
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801e Proviso. .The presumption made applicable in 

pare.graph 3 of this Article may be. removed if the pro

prietor proves, before the Inspeccfi"o do Comercio Brmca

rio, crother organisation having1the functions mentioned 

in pqragrF.lph 1 of Article VI,; o.nd with appeal to the tri 

bunalmentioned in its Proviso 4: 


a) 	that the D.ssetswere not subject to requisition in 
the 1!erms of the c1 ted laws, nor were in w,hat.ev€)r .. 
IDonner,directly or indirectly, utilised for war . 

. aims;· .. 

b) 	that he is a bone. fide refugee, f('\T' -poli tical, re.., 
ligious or racial,IDotives,· c.dmi ttod intO Portuguese 
.ter~itory Prior to 1945; '. 

c) that he lost German nationality for political, re
·ligillms; br.r.r.o.ciul rOD.!)ons after M(:1rch 1933.. 

.AR'l'ICLE III 

Assets of juridical persons. 
. 	 I 

1. Assets of German juridical. persons having cuI turul 

or propaganda aims, directly or indirectly contrary to 


. international peaca and security, will be deemed to be 

equivalent to the assets of German war leaders, their asso

ciates and collaborators for the purpose of their clo.ssi 

. fication and immediate liquidation as an element of the Germa.n 

war potential. . 


2. It..SS'3ts of juridical perscns pursuing aims other th~m 

those mentioned in the preceding paragraph, will be deemed to 

b.6 equivalent, for the pUrp080 of this Accord, to the assets of . 

individuals. 


\ 	 . 

Sale Proviso. Under t;he expression "German juridical

persons" it will be.understood those haVing their head-quarters 

or mainest;ablis'hmont in Germany. 


t.RTICLE IV 

',_ Liquidation of' German assets. 

German assets falling within this Accord as destined for 

war aims will be liquidated by the competent anti tie's end by the 

processes indicated in the f'ollowi.ne ,\rticles, BO.·,1)S\ to. eliminate 

all the German· interests, the survival· of which ropr:esent future 

danger to peace nnd international: seeuri ty. . \, .. 


I 

ARTICLE V 

Destination of'the proceeds of the liquidation of the Ge'rman assets. 

1.· The proceeds obtainedf'rom the liquidation of the German 
assets covered by this Accord, after deduction of. the expenses 
incurred, will have the. following ·allocationj .. . 

a) 	In the first ploce, the sum of' escUdos100 million' for 
assistance to the non-rep~triable victims of' German 
aggression; . 

b) In the second place, the sum of' 50 mill:i.:on .!'or the:.:. .• 

/Port~'~cse . 
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to 

Portuguese Government,' as first ,instalment! on account 
of credits of public and private entities; I 

c) 	 In the tlJ.ird place~ the':proceedsof liquidtttion of 
the assets covered by Articles II andIII"already
reduced by what is necessary in order to complete 
the payments enumerated in the preceding sub-paragraphs, 
shall be allocated in equal sums to the Allied Gove.rn
ments signatory to this Accord and, up to the amount 
of the -credits referr·ed to in sub-paragraph "b", to 

. the. Portuguese Government, as second instalment on 
.account. of those credits.'rhe surplus' will be 
delivered to thei.llied'Governments signD.tory to this 

·ilccord. 
. . . . I 

2. 	 The sums referred to in sub-par'agraph "a" and "b" 
will be obtained by the iriunediate liquidation of asse;ts 
on the date of entry into force of the Accor!1, exist ready. 

for liquidation, includirig these cover€d by 1.rticle I, of which an 
anY8urplus will be delivered to the Allied Governments signatory. 
to. this Accord• 

.3. The sum specified in sub-paragraph "au of paragraph 
above·will be deposited in the Bank of Portugal.in a special

account,' in escudos, to the ord~r of the Intergovernmental . 
on Refugees. The sums specified in sub!-paragraph

tic'· of paragraph I, and in paragraph 2~ and allocated to the 
Allied GO'l(errunents will be deposited every 15 daysl provided that· 
the liquidation so permits, in special account in escudos to 
be opened in the Bank of Portugal and placed 'at th.e disposition
of the Allied Governments signatory to the Accord, or to the 
Banks of issue indicated by them, for the purpose of being' 
utilised by~hem in harmony with the general or special exchange 
regulations in force in Portuguese territory and in such 

as not to cause prejudice to the commercial eXyhange 
with foreign countries. The sum specified in paragraph I 
silb-paragraphs "b" and "e" and allocated to the Portuguese 
Gove~ent shall be deposited, once available, in special
Goverrunent account in the Bank of Portugal. 

, ! 
LRTIQLE VI 	 I 

.Technical execution of the Accord. 

1. The present services of ICB now charged with the 
control of German assets, or, if circumstances advise and , I 
it'. is thus convenient to the Portuguese Goverriment, the 
organisation which, for such purposes, . the Goverrunent resolves 

create; will un~ertake the carrying out of the .following
functions: ' 

i 
a) 	to take; knowledge of the. files of census qf the German 

assets'which, organised by the'ICB in.conflormity with 
Decree Law 34:600 of May 14,1945, relate ito assets 
~allingwlthin this Accord; 

b) 	to investigate and to discover the existence of German 
assets falling within this ~ccord and which, by fraud 
or whatever other motive" were not yet. included. in the 
census undert~ken pursu'ant to the Decree I,.aw above 
referred to; 

c) 	to organise the processes of seizul'e of' the assets, .. 
and to cite their proprieto;es, or their representatives
wi th sufficient! powers,' in order that they may, if they' 
so wish, submit wi thin a period of 30 days, that which 
they allege as pertinent in their defense; 

338640
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tod) 	to evaluate proo~ submitted within the Proviso 
A.rticle II; 

e) 	to declare the seizure o~ the. assets ~alling within 
this Accord and to deli~er them to the Liq~idating 
Commission hereina~ter mentioned. i 

I 
2•.. So Sbon as de~ihite decis~onhas been rekched on 


the seizure o~ an asset, the asset will .be delivered to a 

Liquidating Commissioncomposed,o~ three membe:i!s, o~.which 

one shall be named by the Ailied Governments signatory to this 

Accord,anothersl+all be named by the Portuguese Government, 

and the third;· who will preside, by selection join:Uy by the 

other two, or, ii1:the case that they cannot agree, by nomination 

by the Minister o~ Economy. ... 


3~ The Liquidating Commission will proceed incon~ormity 

wi th Decre'e Law 30: 689 o~' August 27., 1940, in so ~ar as 

applicable, and o~ this Accord,. to the rapid liquidation o~ 

the asaets delivered to it, whether by· sale, by cession or 

other l(;gi timate means sdmi tted by Portuguese law.' . 


4. There may be opposition to sale, by any member o~ 

the Liquidating Commission, on any o~ the ~ollowing grounds: 


a)' the mani~est lnsu:r~iciEmcy o~ price;
. 	 . I 

b) a. lack o~ guarantee on 'the part o~ the purchaser or 

o~ the ce.ssionaire, that he 1S 'not acting ~or the accoUnt o~, 

or in the interest o~ German ~ationa18, or o~ German entities 

or o~tho.se in which exist a substantial German i~terest; 


I
c) prejudice which the acts o~ aale or o~ ce~sion entail 


~orthe Portuguese economy or ~or the mercantile activity 

wi thin Portuguese terri tory. " 


The oppoai tion will beevaluptedin a session called f.or .. 

this purpose, and, in the cases within sub-paragraphs "a" and 

"btl above, will b,e decided by majority vote, but cases wi, thin. 

sub-paragraph "c" will be reported to ICB ~or ~inal solution. 


, 	 " ,. 
Proviso 1. The representatives o~ the l',.llied Governments 

signatory to this Accord may at whatev;er time ~urnish any 
in~ormation and require the exercise o~ whatever acts which 
might be convenient for a more:rap1d and e~~icient identi~ication 
and classification o~ the assets ~alling wi thin t'his Accord. 

Proviso 2. The peI'iod o~ ;time re~erred to. in. sub-paragraph 
"c"o~ paragraph 1 will.count as e~fective from the date on 
which the citation was made. ' ., 

I~ the owners do not res1deor are not ~ound on Portuguese 
territory~ nor have there representatives with 8uf~icient powers,
notice to the proprietors'will be equally e~~ective in Germany, 

, by the intermediary o~ the Allied Governments signatory to ,this 
. Accord, by general public notice heving regard to the ~act. . 
that some o~ those a~~ected are absent in parts Unknown ~rom 
their last known domicile or because in the pre8~nt conditions 
in that country their last domicile 1s now unknoWn~ 

, 	 I 

Suchgenero.l public notide·shall in~orm the'proprietors 

o~ assets in Portuguese territory o~ their rights o~Jbjection 

under the Proviso to ArticlE; II, that they ere required to 

reply within a period o~ 30 days o~ such citation, ando~the 

consequences o~ Proviso 3 following•. 


I 
!Prov:so 3. 
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Proviso 3. Lack of opposition by the interested 

persons within the period'estab;tished in sub-paragraph "c" 

of paragraph 1 , :except' for those who claim and prove force 

majeure, will be deemed to bea tacit acceptance of seizure 

following due citation or public noticcJ for the purpose of 

Bub-paragraph "e",. of paragraph 1. 


Proviso 4. Tht:l decision on the seizure of t:J.n asset 
can be subject to appeal by the duly authorised r~presentative 
of the proprietors or of the 1.11ied Governments .s~gnat'ory to this 
Accord. appointed :for the purpose. The appeal sna11 lie to . 

special Tribunal, the only one competent, composed of three 

Portuguese citizens, Qne of whom, who will preside, shall be 

designate~ by the President of the Supreme Court of Ju~tice. 


Proviso 5. The liquidati:on wiil be made without 
reference to the expiration of any period of time, or Whatever. 
formality, in the case of assets of SIngular or juridical persons,
who, by the intermediary of the Allied Governments signatory . 

this liccord, present to the ICB, or to the organisation that 

may be created for this purpose, authentic documents by which. 

they consent to the seizure of ,their assets in order to be 

liquidated within the terms of this Accord. I 


}iRTICLE VII 

Indernnlfi"cation of dispossessed proprietors. 

It is the responsibility of the Allied Governments . 

signatory to this Accord, or of the first legitimate German 

Government to be constituted in Germany, to provide such 

indemnity due in that country to the prcpictors ot.' the assets 

appropriated under this Accord. ! 


I. 

llRTICLE VIII 

Unsatisfied Portuguese creditors. 

Portuguese credit rights against the German State or its 

subjects, ,to which Portuguese public ahdprivate entities are 

legitimately intitled, but which have not been paid out of 

the fixed amount, referred to in sub-paragraph "b" of paragraph 1 


. of Article V, shal'l remain in force, in harmony wi th the 
lbrtuguesc law and general ju~idiCal principles. 

ARTICLE IX 

on assets and undocum~nted claims. 

,1. Liens on assets falling wi thin this 1.cco1'd" by deeds 

executed after August 24, 1939, will be annulled,on suspicion 

of bad faith but the presumption of bad faith may be removed· 

by proof of good faith, in tha first in~tance before the entity 

mentioned in paragraph 1, Article VI, or on appeal before the 

tribunal referred to in Proviso 4 of said i •.rticle. 


2. Liens by deeds executed before August 25, 1939, shall 

only be annullea on proof of ~ad fa~th. ' . 


3. In the liquidation of asse,ots falling w~ thin this 
Accord, general voluntary mortgages will not be conaidereci 
that are not demonstrated to have been spocifically registered
in the,orespective tlRe!?1isto Predial" prior to the, date of the 
entry into f'orce of Decree Law 34:600 of May 14, 1945, nor shall 
other voluntary mortgages be admitted if it is not proven that, 

Ion 

RG ..•.• ····i~·· ......... \'" 
Entry C1J~'qs~-Sf . 
File Z 00, G2cCf /. ! 

BoX 12(, .\ 

. ' ~ '. '. . 

338642 



\ 


. I 

on that date, . they were alroady dulyconsti tute,l an,l/in course 
of beirigregistered. 

, 
4. In no CFlS~ can there be 'para. out· of the proceeds of 

. the liquid2tion of tho. a.ssets subject to this Accord any claims 
improperly or insufficiently documented or not specifically 


.'chargecl on Garmf~n !.ssets in IbrtUgU0se terri tory, covered by

this ;;'ccord,. ... 

.ftRTICLE X 

Heirless ass&ts •. 
. I . 

The proceeds of the liquidation of German asset;~ 
located in PortUBl3ae terri tory, whose proprietors., v;ictims 
of German atrtivi ties, died without heirs,· will be delivered, 
under the terms of this Accord, to the Inter-Governmental 
Oommittee for Refugees. . 

l~RTICLE XI 

Looted property~ 
\ 

The PortugUese Government, by internal law, will create 

an inexpensive and expeditious administrative process SP as to 

attain the .objectives sought under Decree Law 34:45,5 of March 

22, 1945.' , 


ARTICLE; XII 

Trade~marks and paten~s. 

Without pr'ojudice to theatti tude that the Portuguese 

Government may adopt generally asregarda German trade-marks 

and patents, only those trade-marks e.nd patents registere(l in 

Rlrtuguese territory, and owned by persons referred. to in 

.Articles II and III, shall be li'quidated wi thin th~ terms, 

by the agencies, and according to the processes established 

in this ..Accord. . I' 


. I 

The undersignedrepresentstives of the Governments' of the Uni.ted 
States of America, Franc.e, and the United Kingdom of Greot Britain 
and Northern Ireland state that insofar as the prece(ling 
provisions are concerned; they are also acting on behalf of the 
Governments of Albania, Australia, Belgium, Crms.c1a, Derunark, 
Egypt, Greece, Iridia, Luxembourg, Norway, New Zealand, the 
NetherlHnds, Czechoslovak1:a:, the Union of South .t~frica imd 
Yugosl<:lvia, and Sf) far as it is: material, the Banks of iSSUe of 
those countries. . . 

Done at Lisbon this 21st. day of February 1947, as set 

out in. the preceding 20 p8.ges in the French, Portuguese and 

English languages, each having equal validity.'! . 
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