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A X I S V leT I M S LE A G U E; I N, ~~ 	 '.::";'IIt:...'" "),'.hI.'" sage ~,t 
An Association for Restitution and Compensation 	 . ~ 

§~~P,~u.,~@ ,IJ,"t.~, ". --,:',...".:',: " :;, ,-ii,"'.,"of Right~ and,lntere~.~~!~_~XiS Victims ... ra....)' 	 ~" 

HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

Dr. Ricardo J, AllarD 

I>r, H"nrV A. Atkinson 	 ~kl1;:N'Y. 
, Sylvan Got,h.' _ .:0 , T~"ay Hilt 2-1150 


Fr:~ ., . '·l~::'· ~~~ ;

Prof. Carl Nallber9 	

i 

~JanUaI'Y ~,c~1950. 

, Prol, Jama. H, Sheldon Mr. AlexanderF ~ Ki'efer', ~. :;,~ ~' 


Staff of the Officer in Charge .~ ~:~
,I 

of,Genrtan Property Affairs 

DePJlrtment of state ' 
 ~ .~~~l~ ~.Washington 25, D. C. 

\)': - . 	 ,. 'c::-. 
'\ ' 	 j;: , ,rr 

:: :::: :::e::::e::Ietter from)Mr. Georgei;w,":~ke;:~ o~'i c~r 
in Charge, German Property Affairf?;,'d,at~.d"Jbuii~y 23:rd 'i~ 
answer to two letters with encl.osures, da'ted December 2' , ~9 
and addressed by Mr. J. B,. Weigert', 'President of the Americ
an Association of Former European Jurists and our League to 
the' Secretary of State and to Colonel Byroade, respectlveiy, 
as well as in answer to a telegram sent to the Secretary of 

IState on January 3rd
w
,and signed :by theaforemen~ioned orglii- ::2 

'1\)'nizations and by. K. :t... American Association of Former Imn~,tesi" 
of Concentration C amps and Uni.ted Jewish Survivors of Nazf, '0 of 

U1Persecution. 
<:) 

, , 

In the meantime, these 4 organizations, together with Americ
an Federation of Jews from Central EUI'o:pe, Jewish Labor Com
mi ttee, and Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League",.have sent a ':'l,ire 
to Mr. McCloy asking him to raceive a delegation of these.: or
ganizations for the purpose of discussing ma~ters of compensa-,~~ . 

~tion and . restitution ..' Today, we received. a telephone cal!lt;~: 
.p-;'-- from Mr. McCloy advising that., if at all possible, he is 'ready, 'i-:~' 

to receive this delegation during his stay in Nev.' York o~ Morl~' ',; i?\..,':: 
,/day or Tu.esday next we,.ek. . , ", ,; 

. .....'1 	 '~'1r 

!Jr'''....".,.'';. )J~ilV" The purpose of this letter is to advise that we have not I see ,.1" .'::,j~~,:,j 
(.r ,;I{'V 1 yet any publications of the text of the 4 laws published:by ~1i', '~~:.i 

/t,~ 	 u. S. High Commis sioner for Germany on December 29, 1949, whl,cb[.,:, ',' ." 
Came into force on January 4, 1950, and which concern 
of Resti tution Appeal~. We have ~een informed that Law 

the court;,::",'
:,\.;',# ~'; 

provides for the amendment of 'Article 69 of-'MG'L,aw l#j9, and, tn~ 
a new Resulution # 7 amending Resolut10n # 4 ha~:~, b~n deqided",:,·"tJ/ ::(l.{;', 
upon. Supposing that these laws, and reguJS:iions 1.;~r~aVai~ab'le' ''''':'':"t~' 

X 0.."r', ,4 0'1 	 i!:l. ',' ,:E,':':;~,.",
" .~. Uj '(; 	 t?::,~ 

"j'
/, 

'. 
'.,-/" 
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! 

, at your Office, we would, be very grateful to you for le,tt:t.:ng". 
Us have one, or if, possible a, few, copies of these documentB~ ,~, 

, "";;;,.:""1' 

We shall 'take the liberty of calling on you at the occasion:' 

of our next stay in Washingtori I'n order to discuss with you! 

pending matters~ , """1 


i
"I" ',' 

, Conies of this letter have been forwarded to the othe'r:::;six ,I 
organizati onsconcerned. ' , 

Yours very tru1Y"" ' 

I 
! 

, , 

, ',' i 

, I

1)388RS'.,J, \.", 
I 
I 
I 
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C" Ii. ". ".;,;,"i Ce:~\;i.i:r I • : 

Sus1-: ':'r~;£ j i;'~ i. ~ 3.W....._...N DaR 
tY.4!?3(13J.lOtlU.n F L 

~ r,v 0!)s. 

FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" 

SECURITY: 
i
CONF IDENTIAL . PRIORITY: 

TO: Department of State 

: I 19~)OFROM: HrCOG FRANKFOltT - 306 

nF: Deptis A-175, February 9, 1950 

SUBJECT: General Claims Laws 
51 I.:> "2 • / i4 ( IGl-if~6 

X(2 0' t;.?J.6~{V-1 .P ,-: 
Reference tT':a&to"'thecD3pa~tmentts ,1';;'176 to HICOG,d~te'd 

Februa.ry 9, 1960, requesting oertain information as to implom,entation of 
the General Claims Laws in the U.S. Zone of Germanr, and a report on aqy 
progress in securing enaotment of similar oomprehensive legis~ation in the j.
other zones of ~8tern Ge~. 

As to the report on implementation in tru;, u.S. 'Zone, there is presentl~ 


little available information for forwarding to the Department. However, 

Property Division plans to propose and undertake a zone-wide survey in the 

near future, which would yield information referred to in A..176 and other 
 !
data. The results ,of suoh survey will be transmitted to the Department as i 
soon as available. b: 

0, 
1\.1Similarly. it is oontemplated that propo~als for legislatlonsimilar to ~! mthe U.S. Zone legislation, to be reoommended for the other Western Zones, wil~ ~ 
I\)shortly be submi t·ted by HICOG representatives to their British and Frenoh ~; 

icounterpar'!is. 	 ' . . ~ I •~~;~ I 

The Dep~~tment will be kept informed of developments. 
:l:.~ ''i= .,' '" 

ACT IONO\W~UES.T~.'. 
~ ...., 

"r'" None'!:J.... :::;: " . 
.~./ \ ~. """ ....-rr '<~:i:.·· 

/' '\ \ ~ :" .' 

::J • ~ I
l'v J( ,... 
;:;, I.', ",'1
I ~. Ii' '. ,,~, --, 
I ) ~"':/.. I '~.";::J"i) ,(~;.

\ 	JJr~'f';~2i 
'-- . 

COORDlNAT$D VaTH. 
Office of Politioal Affairs 
Office of General counse2:-i'JAi3 

FJMiller/oh 2/27/50 

CON F IDE N T r A"""L . 

ACTION COPY -DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
The action office must return this permane~t record, copy to DC/R files with an' end~[sement of action taken. 
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" 0\' 'EL.BERT"'C. T~OMA8. UTAH, CHAIRMAN ::; 


J~EB E~ MURRAy"MONT. ,ROBERT A. TAFt, OHIO 

CLAUDE PIIPPER, fiLA. ("",AORGE C. AIKltN, VT. 

LISTER HILL. ALA. H. ALEXANDER SMITH. N. J. 

MATTHEW M. NEEL.Y, W. VA. WAYNE NORSE, OREG. 

PAUL. H. DOUGLAS, IL.L... FORREST c. DONNEL..L. MO. 

HUO'ERT H. HUMPHR£Y1 MINN. 

HERB~RT H. L:.ItHMAN, H.,V. 


"EARL. B. WIXCItY p CJ..£RK 

March 

-'~~ 
~ ..,.;: 

'J. ~~''''' 
~ t.e'\. LJ' 

'" '';;..., -::r ~ :: 
X HomQrab~~ Dean' Acheson 

,,: ~ ~e~:retar::! of' state I 
:':)')',INashingt,Qn, D. C • 

•~:.:. ;~.~~~ "v . j'_": _ f.5 ' 

,.~~ lV!.y ~ear Mr. Secretary:, 

\ 


J . 
~ I 

~,i~ ~i :, I ha.ye received urgent telegraphic representation~' f'rom 
>a n\linber:::of' organizations' in New York, . representipg ref\;lgees 

.. f'ronr Nazi GerI!lany and also American' organizations intereste?
in the Germansltuation,askingmy support for a reques·t· '" 

i 
I-

that the dateline f'or f"iling claims under the Indemnification 
Law in the U. ~.• Zone be extended to September 3.0, 1950. 

~) dThese organizations' w'rite ito me that "thousands of , ' 
dcle.1r;?ants, !;¢st of' whom are U~ S. citizeris, w~ll lose' tneir \ 

," v:' righ't's uI.11E1~ts ,thef'ili~g period is prolo~ged~' The g()iTe~n-
Lt:~~~cmen~ of tM fSlUr states in the, D•. S.Zone have' so far . 

\.{" :: ref'useda.~;;extensioh' of the dateline" despIte our strong . .. 
(~;candU:irepe&t·s.d repre'sentations. ff . Itis stated by these" . I" , 
~ ~ .. orgw,izat1~swhlch have'~vritteri .t~·Ple that when the terms : 

.,... Of ~e !nd@nlfication Law. 'became knowriiri the 'United States:," 
6:. mOr~; than~lf, the filing period was already over •. It would' I, 

r·
I ~ seetti~·to me that an extensIon of this period wcnila. work:rio I. 

great hardship; and would nleetthe· urgent needs :of individua.lls 
who deserve 
atIons 

McCloy 

and .shQuldhave the, primesympathy~nd consi9,er-i 
of the United States' Go'v·ernment •.. Istroil.'glyurge' '-. ~ 

that the Sta.te pepartinent sugge;at to High Commis'iC1oner John: 
that this extension be granted. ~ 

Very 

.. 
I
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U. S. 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, 25, D. c. 

l 
My dear ~~ecretary; 

0,a~ enclosing a. letter I receiyed from 
the Un~ted Service for NeH Americans, Inc., and 

,,' EIGHTy-FIRST CONGRESS 

EMANUEL CELL.ER, ,N. '('j CHAIRMAN' 

•;fOuld appreqiate it greatlY'if you "'ould tet me 
kn01Y whether the extension requested by the above ' 
mentioned organiza.tion is, in fact,' being considered 
by your Department. 

::t: 
(.) 

2: Thank you very much indeed for your courtesy 
i~ .iiS matter. 

(~;. (/) 
''''0a::: With assurfI.nces of highest esteem, I am ....f 

":::) 
(.) ~en' I 

Sincerely yours,l.t..J ocr. 

c; 
-r, 

029173 

\ 

, . 

DECLASSIFIED 
•A'JUJOrirf~O '~-=130S1> . 

i By' Jt I.:ARA. D~:! ~ ---------------__.0___ 

.,.~,.". ,_., ••• ,'; .*;. •• ~.~.~ ........... ~ ••••••••••••••• ~~, , ••• 


i'''RG~-··--· -~ 'f --l 
Entry CDfJ I 'f so~t'-l 338893 

y 

File 2b i. J l q I 
Box f 0' r 

. ,. 

,,_.,,--''' ..._. ,,, .... -..-. '--7- . ""......_.-... _..... - ....' ... 

/1 



.' 


, 
i 

I 
.!U!\lUII smVICE ·rem.alY AKDlCAI.!.t_DCC.·· 


11 'A. ROW. BW 10H5 " II. I, 


1I&Nb 10~ .1" 

!be '• .DOnbleataa"el ·It. G.l1er. 
BOas, of !.epe••autl••• , I 

\ia.~l_ton. D. O. , 
I 

i 

De,ar'~lrl 

'a yrJU aN pttObab11 a:ware, 'a"~b th.. uur•••etoa of \lie 
HiP Oomm1a.lo.,ti.. tu tCll'tll' Oel*lD&_ Ito,. 1eN-,,'! la.t .,,1137 •. 
eta'.' 1a ,.Amarioa,.f.4lle or h_"r'.ftlol'l pa•••4 law. ,19- ... ,;
'f'141:qtor Uf""•.1')' 1.d_alflostloate ,pep80a. VM,,' ' . /',. 

satt.l'64 1081$$ of' 11mb a_ .ealtb,ot l1beJlt7, .f l1'.~."' 
and pO'••@$.10n8 &Ad Of .e.ft_l~ad.'V'tUM_••'. aM ·to tl't•. 
ft.1",.. {J,t .,.'reo.. \11to .blul 108t the . Tit. tilt Use laad. ot 
ta."~iIfa'zl".'.·1;'J';'ber>a._I••r tbee la.••• aae:tablA,aotd.eve
_tl'tatl~ ~ nIllOoDls.d.ouradtllit ltat,. :hpartlu'Il'

.•ar!. tbe n1ps" o.lIud1.t,10D 'fe,. ,,"..,tlal1,. . , I . . 

I 

Untortwiat_l,._ 4.,.4;11... _s .oetabllslle4tol' t.bst t11,ll11J . 

ot4:1a1.ae vh1A$.1e ........11#'". aad "laolAhvUl rtl..lt 1ft .

tb4t tal1veot:._1'l1 01a1_.,...· lI3'ftelp 3"p~1ol\'loa ". 

tome tnw t.bt 1I!ita4a.tlhe ""'t)'Nlh...a,pveJ".l'Ulraft'. 

Int1mtt '00. el.111ble .f1)'I' ,he Ju" .1.~t"oa'.S.oa4••
t.... ~. p••lNllt fl.-lela'. torttte Jl'eo.lpt ot olalDa 

in G.-maQ 1. ,&pp111,. 1980. !lIe ••,ue p8J"104 "twee. 

'ttle palesap ot the lawe &D4'. tlMl. "aAte to.. t111ftS 1. 

only at.ftt't, Siftel. _1'e than Mlt or ;1U'l18 t1m. ha4 elJi:pl04 

b.to~e 'bIIo1a1m, torms' V~" eve•."081"4 11'l. 'She Inl'04 

a'.'ee.· A8 Ge eu.1mUl', a"41e'I'~"dtefl~optl' ,_

Gouavr, 1t •••, be.a poeaibl. to ciis....,. aad lDtoN 
allot. tMfI,1Il1,", \!ae \aSk ..O:t h&'fiq ',he o;1&~. p....,prrc.re4 
at ill. to be aOCGrap11aba4 aft•. "': '!U\t,·· Who. ex1a'1tai arraps.-
IUiU" ••v. ,. effe.' of "laS ct.1eor1la1na'op, a«a1.aat . 
people ".9141'. 111 'bie .0118""', _., of.... are AOV . 
AJieJ"loaa 01t111_D3 wllll. ~ "at ,of 1iJlea ftAVfl 4oca·r"" 
tbelp 1Qtell'lloft te ~oe_. Am.rl".o1tl~._. 

We belie". ,hat 1t l.es -,%0••"U,11 laportA,at t..ha t tbe 
1'1".'80' teNinal tat. tN·.x" to Sep'.mb." 1, 1960. 
ItfoJ"t. "huh '1\1,vetteea:lluto 41re.'Ill 1rl Oe~1I1 w1th 
the soVe:rMellta&t '·he tour .'tatea, _". nts.r beeA' 
'urU,QOCHJaatul.· , 

w.re.~ectt1l11J "'lue.' 70"'1" a,8.1Itanoe 1n 'his matter. 
. bell.v1q ~\t" 10'e"o9,$.108 of tu $.;,6 DepartmeAl

o'o!Uld r&a411., b1"11\1' abotat We fte......71 tUctfHl.e l.OI1. 

,-'---OEci.A-:-S-=-=S-1F-IED----:.-- ' 

i A!JiJJo~tyMJOf'930Sb 

~jL l-!A.'1A 03:!1I!!.~' 

lteIP.e'~l, 10V_, 
Is/ , Walta. iL:.SlvbIPr•. 
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'.. '~. ti11ng pe.~~o4 unde,~, GliB·",';lA'.1.W'II,·'n_...... 

~f~, I >~~':';:~~' . ." . . . 
,,,.xt~rided,~EP 30:,. 1950; ~v 

'~aGS4""fu~.B, IIY, .,...n~o~A~~I~:tir 
rights unless. delldlin8 ext.ncted.Requ.e,a;t 

,as ba:si.s repf~j~,. ~ ""%!:?:,;:.
'.}.:i": '. 
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"SN WASHINGTON DC MA,.R 28 5"Fi""')I~\;U

~ -I'!P: ...u 6 g~ ijrj' 195U 


HONORABLE DEAN G ACHESON 


, I) ,DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


RECEIVED LETTER TROM ASSISTANT SECRiTARY,MC FALL ADVISING 

, "I' 

ME HE HAS ASKED 'HIGij CONllISSIONER·MC CLOX TO CONSIDER 'J" 
, ", ""01 'if; 

REQUEST, FOR 'EX~ENSION OF'TI.ME,FOR FILING C~AIMSFOR l " "M9' 
LOSSES SUFFERED DURING NAZI REGIME. IN VIEVI FACT THAT ci/ ' ?lAJ·;·"';r~' 
DEADLINE IS APRIL l' I URGENTLY REQUEST THAT CONSIDERAt:ON :',~: ~' , 

!. "'. . ,',' t, ;0 :i.::;'. 

' ... BEEX~ED ITED ANBTHAT EMER,GENCYEXTENS ION BE. GIVEN. PEN!ING, l~~~ ;\"" . 

DETERMINATION ,OF MERITS:' O~' APP~IG,ATION FOR EXTENSION rna,-~L;g l;-,,' ~:\ 

, ,'" ",', '. '~~'" ' 


SEPTEMBER 1 ", '~"" ,," -' ,,~, ' :.' ,.rt'C":, 
HERBERT H LEHMAM 

6'25P.. .c'" ,«'" 

_",,- ~~ ~p >'r " 
__- ____:-.~~ \ I I 1"\'" r.'I ' 

X 000635 ;/~:;;~~~'~--::~:>
,~- A'/ K/'J,.tff ~.... "", , 

ft 't:, p ""e, 'I k 
, ,V .1j1.0 I -j~;IIf ." 
, ,Y"'4 .y 
, , ( 
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that these daws be 
_I reali~e, that CO~Og~;. 0 

zone OI o~u t1onCl> 
that the Department has adequ e ........ 

S'llre, that Ame~a 
deprived of their legal right$becaus~ 

take· promptly' the action , ! 
' 

C 

. .....................". 

.... ':' ....... :~ .. ~~,~.:,~ ...... .,., .• ' 

,; 

For some time I have been active' on several of 

property restitution in Germany under the laws 

Nr. 59 .ofthemilitary goverrunent.s. 


Our German. lawyer writes us on April 26, th?,t to that 
date the juCiicial authoritie s in Cologne and M.Gladbach . 
(both British zone) had not yet creat~d the courts ; 
to handle such cLdrns • Although the law is on the' .: 

.....,- .~-,,- ~--.-~~,- --- .....~-.- -_.-.-_.._..,- ._". .".,~.. -- ._-"--- -,-.........-~~ ""., 

I ., . 
i 

WALTER J.' STERN 

CERTIFIEC PUBL.IC ACCOUNTANT 

305 WE:ST 72NO STRE:E:T 

NEW VORK 2::1 May 1,1. 1950 
TRAFALGAR 4-6176 

Dear Mr. Acheson: 

.. 

-:~statute boo¥:s for almost a year now, no legal action \ \ ........./
can as yet be startet. Such delay is obviously "elle . \: 
C1I~;~result of an organized attempt by selfish interest I ~}i 

groups to nullify the effect of the restitution i 1 : 
I ' 

principle '. as much as possible by any and all means. \J; -
The insistence og our Americeln Government on the 01 
pI'inciple of restitution resulted in basicalysatis- 0 
factory laws throubhout the Western Zones of Germany. 
Now the time has come to insist, 
.,~r~cticed throughou~. 

1:; .uladbach are not 1n the Amer1Ca:r1, 

I am sure however, 

means at its disposal to make 

citizen are not 

the German' courts refuse to 

requLced from them by law. 


() ! 

WJS:rn 

, , OCR • CL.AJl,rJS UNIT , ..An. . i Cl . 
r):'.1!f'V. '\. l"" . "-,)I /'" -1/1, .. ' 141S90 r Cat. ... ',"","'-" .......... 

"',
IDist. ..........• ~•. ~~.U._4 ........ ~ 


RG Sq 
Entry CD'f, I q: S"O~SlfDECLASS!fJED 

A'JlhOrjt:fNNO~"93tJS'f> FiIe '2 b ? . I ,( <f t 
By' Jt. I~RA D:::~ ~ Box 10' f 
---~--------------
I 

338899 



. i 

\ 

,.----------, 
'\ DECLASSiFIED. 

Auj1cn\y NN[) . Yf.9 1002
~~lL' W..HAOate~ ,......•.,..--.. i 

'\ .,,".
'; .''' 

;, ~lIl\l~~V lVNOI.LVN 3HllV'ci3::l(100~d3l:1 . 



RG 
Entry _ ............__:';; I 

338901 
i 
:,File "i:; ,,' 

Box ,,' 
i, ~3"'H:l<!'<' 1VNOIJ.'<'N 3141.J.'<' 03:lnOO~d3<! ' . 

I 



-I \.:. 
: i,'" 



·~ ,- - ,\,.-

\ 
',. .. 

i· . 

i/. ' , 

l" . 
I~' 

'I '
, ',' 

r ' 

I 

; . " 

.( . " 

JUN1319S0 

,.~. 
.. '. '., '" 

,'. j 
, ,, 

, I. 

'. No. 

, '1'0 't}le: ,.' 
.; ~,:, ': ' " , "':'. ,. 

., " Oth.oer incharge'of tJie _r1Q&nK1sSion, 
,: ',.::: ' "r~,,~. :':,' '" ,'_ ';' ""':, ,.,', ".:' .' ...', ','...,' ,'. :_' \' =!',', .. 

':':", '.' , ,';' < 

'il 

, .'. ~. ' : 

'" , 

. Entry C.b F, iq~:o ~J'y:.'\ DECLASSIFIED 
F'I '" ; / I' ! '338903Au'Oorltj !!~ .7&?002. Ie £-.c() , <:;> 2. U. i 

81...J..1S..:. NARA oate~ Box g'61
~~.. 

http:81...J..1S


. '. 
. , 

. I 

'.' . ~~AY 2'D 1950'" 

DEPAR1~E,:JUf ~~l\t-'~ 
I(jO~\ 1'" L.. 

J.w'f~ 11.. ,~ 

·MliJe.tY'SEmbass~ffor the Unit6a i.~, ~, 
presents its compliment. . to the. 

I 
·.··,Jnep?rtment ofStamteemaonrda''n'hdumaS Nthoe. f h?o5noO'furAptroirlelfOerth
':'\~6:the:Embassy' s ~ -" 

(ref. l16?/95150)concernihg the Conclusions of • I 

I 
the Brussels Conference on the Restitution of , " i·' 

tfl\)
.', ' ' . .. i,0' . 
. Looted Gold~' ...... ~:' .... g 
2.' 'As stated in paragraph 2 .of the o 

. 
•.

'. <D..0)
;t. .' .memorandum under reference, His Majesty!s t..:~ ..... 

G!:;lyernment. in,the United Kingdom believe that·, .. :~.' .. 

th.e dispO~alof 'the. gold which has beien exc~Uded,~~: 
. . 

from the Gold Pool under Conclusion II cjf thE) 

, '., 'Conference can best be considered· tripartitely. 

by. the .High Commissioners in Germany. Instruct-. 

U,,' ~ons in this sense have been sent to the United.t'.. 
. ...-:;: . li"\
"- .;.ro" . ''''Kingd~ High C9mmissioner~

t;:4 ..,.. . '2: . 
. -:.,' c: 

, U'l, G.; ~~. 0:3• ,::.:;;; It appears to His Majesty's Government' 

. C> b, 

'W::;'" 

'1': ,...: ~ thaiX'~ far as' the British Zone is concerned, . 
. . a.: ... ~. .' ..... . I .. ~.

CL 
. l.&..i . most ~f not all of the gold in question cotll;>isdC'" 

:9 
'!fJ of U;~u~tri~l gold (dentai g~id, goid' ~owder, 
•..•..•shCivipgs , ·wir'e , ,sheets etc) ,origins lly held on 

'~-':i+~1"...' '~'"·,,,,'.:uiuf~r German Law. His . Majesty I sG'ovEttu-' .' 

... " ...... ·th,~ i:::::~o:a::~:n53l:;; 
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.' , 	 . . 

surrE:lpde.red • They'therefore' bel1evE( tha t the 

'. appropriate way· o:fdisposing' of the' gold. should 

'. be to restore it to the, previous' owners, where 

. the iattera~eable to prove .that they held a 

.. :', ' 	 licence, fqr :th~goid .in gu~s'tion ,and that it was 

n.ot the pro~erty of· the State. If this procedure 

is adopted it maybe convenient to hand over to 

al central German body all the gold irithis 

categ9ry, with the responsibility of restoring 

it as indicated above. 

4. Hi~ Majesty's Government would be glad 

of ,the .views of the United States Government on 

this matter. 

BRITISH 	EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON, D.C., 

23rd :wIay, 1950. 
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FRANKFORt' 

A-87S, May 27, 1950 
, ATTENTION:, Property Div. 

Reference is made to recent oommunications between the 
Department and HIOOG oonoerning the extension of tiling deadline 
under General Claims legislation in the American Zone of German,. 
It will be recalled that the Department1e original cODUnunioatioJfs 
on thie question were prompted in part by urgent requests : ' 
for extension of the deadline which bad been received from 
Senator Lehman. The Department reee~tly Issued a preas
release on the matteralQng the lines of the text transmitted 
by 8IOOG. A copy of this release was Bent to Senator Lehman 
for his Int"ormation. The following is the text of a letter . I\) , 
whioh the Department has received from Senator Lehman in replv 'm 
to the Departmentts letter transmitting tbe press release in # :~ 
questiolU' ' .. 

: 

May 22, 1950 ,
I,·,., 

'Thank you very much for advising me UDder date !01 
of May 12 of the informatIon reoeived by the Department : I 

'~wi th regard to the extemsion of the deadline for the 
fIling ofclalms under the General Claims legislation I~ 
in the American ZQne' )of Germany. :01 

iO\ 
II bave passed on this information to the several 

organizations and indivIduals who have oommunicate" 
1 'with me 1n.this regard and trust that this arrangement·

w1l1 meet their requirements. I hope you will oonvey 
to the appropriate persons in the Department and in the 
Mi11tary GOvernment in Germany my gratifioation at the 
response to my request which I assume was simultaneous 
with the requests of other interested persons.' 

. ' f) ,:"',.'!' 

GER:&EA:~~fer:gw 5/25/50 

')C/ 
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FRANKFORT 
A-910, June 2, 1950 

jn;.,ATTENTI0N:· Property Div. 
,;2. fR'~ I 1/ '-Ii !S--/I ~~l~ 

i ,The Department bas received a letter date'ci May II, 1950 I 

from Walter J~ 'Stern, Oertified Public Accountant, 305 West I 

72nd Street"N'~w York 23, in whicb Mr. Stern.who appears to 
be a claimant under Britisb Military Government Law 59 in 
respect ofj'roperty in the Cologne area, advises. the Department
that the Ger.man judicial ,authorities in Cologne and ,Kuenoben 
Gladbaob had DQt yet 8stablisbedthe courts to handle restItution 
claims.,;;, ~~.'.,~:5.tern,·,suggests tha~" aetion be taken with a vi~~ 
to earllest establishment 'of the' restItutIon courts in qjiE,stlon I\)so that'A~erloan citIzens may avaIl themselves of the necessary, enremedies in. connection with- rest1tutlon of theIr propertl.es. N 

•1It would beapprec1ate,d if Property DlvW.on would exa,mlne , 
"!"'" 

Ithis matter. and report thereon to tb; Department, suggest,ing 
'" any action by the Department whloh might be deemed appropriate -

under theelrcUMstanc8s. ,-
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SECURITY: 

TO: 

FROM: 

REF: 

SUBJECT: 

staffed and readied. for action only as, of June'12, 1950. ce 

Mr. Barton stated that the delay was occasioned by difficulty in obtaini~ 
political~y acceptaQle legal personnel. 

FORtUGN SERVICE 0F TEE UNITED STATES 01f.A.MERICA 

UNOLASSIltIlID 

Department of Stat e 

HICOG - Fran.k:f'urt - 1191 June 15, 1950 

A telephonic report reQeived June 14, 1950 from Mr. Barton, British Property 
Oontrol Officer for Land North Rhine Westphalia, in which Oologne and Muenchen"; .'~~i~;;:~f;~~l 
Gladbach are situated; reveals Cologne Restitution Chamber was staffed and 
readied for aotion only re(}ently arid that the Chamber ,at Muenchen-Gladbach was 

Conununications ma;.v be addressed to LandesgerichtMuenchen.:-Gladbach or ; .. 

Landesgericht Cologne·in regard to Restitution chamber proceedings in the re-
I 

spective areas, by persona, now desiring specific i~orma~ion. ' 
, , 

I ' 

~.~ (/\... .;./J' 1\). 

Wn.:LIAMG~ ro 
m 
, 
"t\1 Ohief, ,Property ,Division .ItLJ 
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, ColI~ct I 

,Char9~i;;~0 
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NIACT 

ErCOG 

;." ,', ~RAN?,OR~SLf..rt,', :'i',' ,,,' 

8 p'. M. ' 
CONTROL 

~'7,f16";'S#OI;,::' ,1 
I 

, ',"'. <)I.' '''.7'':' . 

" I 

"'M'19 '195 
I 

'J v 1",,' , 

FOR, 
,
De/T

.. 
USe: ONLYI

'. i 

I' 

This 'message eneaid be delivered to Mr. McCIQjI;, 
",. ' ," .•/J ....••.. , "'."~>,,\.. "~~:M~ ,,;.,.'i: . .. ,', 	 ~'. ':," ·~'.:1:- ..,'; {'\1~'.~ ,: ','. 

'be'fore 'June' 20 llee bing at Bonn: 	 ., -'" 
,I 	 •• 

. 	 """ '" ,. "~ .• "...~ .~, r"~i ~. ,~:fJ :,,,-' ':'. : .1 .~. ~, \~,: ',>},~ ,,' .' ~~ ~ ,r .' ," 

i.' 1," A~t0'~~~S, fO~~~ ~e,~~;~,? ~;:~;ti~.~tion ~S~;tC~.~!3s,or '-, 

'Organization and ,intere'sted New York grou:p~ are"s~rQ.ngly'" " ':b!~ ""'·"'1 """',~ ,;,,'f 'I, """,K! ',"".:';' ,', 

pr6t~~t'ln~:; 't;~.', f,~~_' ,~~tic,e' ~~, '~lt~~ra~a~'~,'J;ogistiq' 
• • " " .'.' i' I " .~:.: .;~. '~l: ,;~r .;:;: ::~ ':' "~,.:r~~~::'\)'t~~~, .:,~i~· ;'., ,~/ r •.L::: <;.;;, x,:j,/: . "'->'~'~' ..:;: ,~" \ .; t"" .~ ."' ~~ .. ~, t~ ~:, ~ 

support and state matter will be confirmed June, 20 
, ;' 	 .. ' ~ .. " "';; ,. '~' ;'r;'~'; ''',' i)~, ",;/:':,<' "", ' , " .,~ \~!, 

tripartite: iIl~'~ti~g' :a6~~. :Q~,Jiflft.~t no~;',fa~i,~?:r:' :,' 
'."" '. 'y' . {... ,~ " < ' • ,', ',' , 

!considerati~ns motivatlng,ae,tlo1'1,this1 case,;,and ,trusts f~nd I" ~ ... i .' .,,", ,,)'/ (, ' "' i' -; I,'" ',. _' ~., ",' . ., . ': " • • ':, • • • ' . 

).., " •• " "~ ...:" ' ' .. ,j,...." ' • ' '. " ' • , ' I\) 
decision w11lbe made wi.th .,due' regardfor:important,<role en

" ': ~ 	 '.. . . , 

N
e' 	 I ;;. 

I • 
, , ' 

affects, thereon' if support withelrawn'. W(!)uld' apprec:iate ' ... , 
,'" 	 .... i .• 

re.port de,~"1s,ion ~;a~d expla~;torY sp'atement; for use replying
,> ,f 

-', , .. 
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01; 
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E TO: secretary of state 
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CIA 
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DCL 

DCR Re DEPTEL 4366 and unn~bered from Blaustein" 

,PRESIDENT AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE; DU-IlFROM WARBURG j 

PRESIDENT JRSO" AND DU-09 FROM WORLD JEWISH CON~RESSo 

Pl~ase forward following information to agencies. 
, 

. . - I 

No sudden reduction ',in logistic facilities for JRSO contem- I 

plated. Principal effect of procedural changes tripartitely I 

agreed would be to require all suc.h agencies to pay full ' 
occupation cost of facilities and serviceS received. This , 
would result in some additional operating costs for JRSOand I\) 
its personnel 0 We now have under consideration ways by lNhlcht:n 
we might temporarily give assistance' to JRSO in defraying '~ 
such additional co~ts pending la~ge-scale claims settlements • 
expected by JRSO in near future. Believe this problem being ~ 
satisfactorily worked out here with Ferenpz ·of JRSO. r:

~ MCCLOY 
JB:MMG 

i 
L 

Department of State 

t_ ... 
.. ,~' 

, 
: . 

.PLAIN 
, 
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.DEPARTMENT OF STATE ., r!
:1 

THE LEGAL ADVISER 

To: GEA - Mr. Joseph W. Clifford 

From: Llc - Joseph B. Matre 

..~. 
. .!fl. 

.f ., 

, ! 

'>'1' .•" 

;~~!,~ 

the resident Germans to democracy~ 

" " 

~o . , .. ".... 
~ 0 ,,' .,:' 

Juti 29, ~50. ,,~ '. 
~~~~ :z:: .0 ('"lz,.., 
-I . TTl }>. 

0 "'-f'-' ~~c: 
~ ~~ 

Compensation of 'Victims 2f Nazi Perse~ution ;;i U1.Subject: 

The general claims legislation coyers losses ~ising 
in the period between January 30, 1933 and May S, 194.5 as a 
result of Nazi persecution. The early victims were Communists 
and Social Democrats. The persecution of the Jews followed. 

This legislation,therefore, seemingly benefits the 
Co~~ists and Social Democrats as well as the Jews. The 
difference between a Social Democrat and a Communist in Germany 
was one of method and not of ultimate objective. If reports 
concerning the death and deportation of the Jews are reasonably 
accurate, there should be an insignificant number of resident 
Jewish persecutees in Germany. If such is the situation, then 
the residant Communists and Socialists will be~the chief 
beneffcaries of this legislation. 

Some study, therefore, should seemingly be given to 
the character of the eligible claimants in order to avoid the 
danger of giving preferential treatment to resident Communists 
and Socialists and of defeating the laudable efforts to 
democratize the resident Germans. 

The negative attitude of the Germans to this 
legislation may conceivably be more desirable than an affirma
tive attitude mtil such time as it is definitely es'tablished 
that an affirmative· attitude will not retard the conversion of 

J 
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of Pack and ,melJtiol1edi~~'lJui%i.Qe'!:i 'Jf po~sibiliHat; of',whoro' Ted thought, 
that Hi!t,;~'Th().I!l!\~ ..thJ:'md~l)ftk8ii·~ ~tia de~"it~bl~',~:p'rt;~~?'~'l" 1" haye ' 
!lot 5esn '!'ad since but,i:magill-ethal. ha has,r.aplt{~d,'toMiBt1'..ae.l1fiS 
letter. Pending tlte§9b~ t',tal .9J.' a job ~as~~~ip;tio~ r a.lld, r.ur:b!l~)r" , 
study, .th6c~as6Lfio8tlo:o. .peopla:yn:·P"'rsoi.llJel,:Divi~t~n say'that ths' 
posltion. ofT~.9, 's' 3 ,tq6 .mohths'~ssiBtanf;~wi1:,r\Ptoba,bl:;,r.cbe,; cll;\s:;iir~£'d 
as FSS...6 'or 'maSr b6; :f<'SS-~." Ted f s,positiotij howe....er,. hfis :def~lnite~y'.:bee.n 
:reoll!Ul:si.ri~d.a.s FSS .. 3whi~h is theolasalticatlon'pr~s6ntlia'Vallable 
fot' hh .sucoessor•..If'we-wer\l to..attempt, to' get a ',:h1g;he!- claseifioatioll 
we would want. itpossftiJ~J:'SOIOO ass~'!Ite.no", from your:;si:de. probably ill 
the form' of a request. for 8.' higher 'crlassirication' for. this posi:t;:ton.. 

, '," ";..\,:.~ ":,,,:,,: ,:<".',~~. , .. :;.:.',., ":." , ..... :":,.,<':,,, .:' i . '. '. 

I have, had a s6aro~.!II!1a6 f'or·thtv!llispla.oedlaaterialls mer:rtioned 1..0 
your latta t"'o f', June '19;,;' We, found in Ji'ilaD & Records eilW'.!lJ.Oralldiim :of 
the As soc:L~tion o( 'B'~;lgi'~~' ,Di~;Jld .'Eiohani~a;~::~u:bm1,tted'(bY';th~, law:. firm 
Cl;\.l!lming8,)t~:tiiey;· ~rr:Jj-ft.t'and' -Cr~gftt() theD6par'tmEi~1;'ana'a :ia,l"~e black 
looso..1eaf/ilillyier .o,!,supp0r:ting \:.uie::t~rials\.,' 'AI;l. ':nt:G,a~h,e~d,p'epal:~~h:t,; l),tI 

closure .0 l·i?' ),':i:ldi ;~~~~~a".>t~at.."i't ,iB;,·rr.o~il G~l~>,1,;':; i :f.r.,c;pf;lr·,tj~;!.D~:id:sio~~ ·)rrIGOG II 

but there .~.:w,e.~·:9"110 ')il?eo:W.pn;riYingr~B:t~U.otiq~s~"·:ffa,as~ 1.:16f me..k~o\f."if·thiB 
is a. Pfl.rtoi'{taw matex:lal:yous.;n;~i:r..; lobki::v;;~:!:'or,n'nd:,: ,l·f;.·"so,. I 'wit'!· '.rei;:"..!1".!J 
i·c. If ..not;.i"wo"dd·~:1i:k:~!'.'tc·~ke6'P')t:'!ier~'2)iti"laa:~t,:'~nti,l,aft6r ',d,i~p;'
si't;lon cf' .the ·oelg.ianDiamotid,. olii.ri:t,:'lls tbwh~¢h"NeexpEicl:;.to· i:ak~ fi:a~l 

l:1,o'i:;iob. I'dthin ·.,tdn:~i~Y;s,:,,:; \:~I~~.hil1:; ,'e ~ae. raGamb~,i~,.whe:~)Y~Il,l:n":1;Jb~ki:ng 
f'o!" has. baaa ;fou:nd .. ,c... '. ...' :': ~:'.•:" :.,•.'::'.> ;.:'; '.J" 

F·l"a:nl!;:a.dk~d IDf:i ',~o.'~etlt·lon t~&:"statu~:~{'th6' qU6;;~~~-:o't' 'the' \bto 
'1 OOIl'lM!I,t'C;iOQ.['ate1.:u .:restltl.ltiolloaa08 .OhMBy' 26 'ra'pre;;antativ-!is of 
the Offioeof' ,Polltio:a.I,·U"l'alrs, "Off.i.06 of . Pub'Ho:. Afl'a,il"s, 'P'i.o&i'l(Jf) Dhi.. 
sion, .Adminhtratioh ,o{Ju/?t:ice Dtv.isionand ithe. Lagal~ AdvioaDi'viaion 
1lh3tfc!' :thei·pl.l!-po~eo.f,fixing a~·f'i:ae.t;HICOG·poSl:td:!)nr'a5·,:to woo,ther··or 
not; b6ca~~e:: of bhecoil've!-sibti-rate'proi>lam;·:~bils,:fdaration should be 

. !. ,,, ',''',< -"".,, .. , ... """. \' ,,' 

gi1fen to"ara¥i.sion of'M+litary Goverrun.etIt 'Ls.w. .No~,;59 ,an'd, if~;.;BOt iwhat 
the he.tU1:'I:1' 0 r : suoh 8: ,:.r$viSJ on' shol.,lld be ..:rh~,::·~~v,:rtetio:o. rsqua,stl!ldthS t 
per$Ohs a,t.'t;~l;l:ii~g ,b~";;~uthoriJ1;ad' to·a:Xpt'ass.:ther:ot::f~:::~a').:'P'9ciJ;j:oris' a::o~ 
via'll ... of .the~,respe6th.e :,O±iti()6S"~01:" DivisiollS ;the~~';:reprf:lstjl.ltad." ,It.':Na.s 
the 'jpihio~:':ipf~all', e~~ep't;t: :IIJii.~~ H\l.l!5B ::. (ift!J..E;: :~~mf4~,'~~~~.Xoli;,p..r"J.~s~ioe 
Divis ion ,:tliat,i all f. thi,ngs;' cOllsi dar-~,a:; !,:the~tp~a5~.ilt;,')c.oh,!a.t8 ion'~:at:the/'; 

• , ~,_, j, ~'I' " .• ".'~ ," , .......... l" '." '_~'. ~._"••• ,~,_J.....'" ... ", '.- ", ' , " ,.' • , • 


ra ttl of leY, to'l of- the'::r6s:tft:ute(l:' is' ob1ig?~lon,uti~el(La:w: p.9· ~o. refund, 
puroha~;e mone:i·doas':·h?t:~,~elii~,:i~,:';"i);r~A~~sttoe.~:"L ..·',¥r.~ ..l:lu~s·e .6~pre6Seid'tha 
view that:''\:;h610 tv, 1 'coh;lrar'don ra:te"':dld ras'U:l,t' in· injustioes·, butt!JB.t 
there exists no sati;sf'a.ctciry'solutl0~', .fot' 'obts,ini'6g a .mo~'3 Just·!'sSlilt.' 
Aooord:i.rgly... i:t wa3/):;~,:,untu:d!mi:niS' ·opi:n'i'.).il'tps.t:: ~o; gonihler~tfo!r shoul!!,.. 
be gi~8n 'to arevisidri:'of MG Law.,.59, illsoi~~\l"': as',: i;t~;,affe1:ot's ,ths' obllga:tioll 
of t;.h~testi tu~e to' ref'und 'puro~tase ·llloneY'Ji,f..::'ti{a"·f;~·:of;l:.1JM, fO!":-,eaoh 
10 RM re'cai;i"d ·.by!iim: i at the thl1€l ';:0'£ the sale ... I would like to' o6hsldar 
t;hh qu*?stibn 'defiriitely, se,tt16i:iwhich Ibe1i5:vl:(i's:·t~e::c8:s~. It· has 
defi:ai telY b6.c:O.!I:<tlsat:i;1~d as a· mstter.of<lS.wi)y':'the'do·;S-lBiollS' of the 
Rest! 'button 'Appellate, :Coqrts,andhaS',.I b6H-eve~'·foi.bdr!l.t:hei genar.d 
9.coeptaJlci ·.:as :9: matter ~f.~ pi:i.pci~ia·:,"· .conlpi~~'bt.s·:;a:i:'a'·orib.ci3ll:Ls"'.of this 
rule are 

~:, /:.,.'1.: ', .._< l!o '>. '. 

:now'ielati";i~ly'uri6~lI:IiIlol:l.'" ", .'. 
.", .',.' • ':~7:', ft. ~ '.  , I '" " , . 
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", 6"·""·".'·.. ' "', q-r ".' ", '~"\:''.'·''I''':\~\' ~, " " ". -' . . , . 

I , 

. ' , It 
.'. :.

" . "" : 

http:Law.,.59
http:the~tp~a5~.ilt;,')c.oh,!a.t8
http:Off.i.06
http:tbwh~�h"NeexpEicl:;.to
http:ass~'!Ite.no


", , .. : 
,. . .. . ~-

>'.'" , .. '~~: . ';', 

." "." 

;" "' 

1 
" ; 

:: . . i 
,---' ,- F':"""":·' 

, 
,I' ' 

,l.j' , ' , ,I' 
: ,,~ \ 

: ,
.'! ,. . " 

,\', ',! .. 

,:3' -
c' 

>",',,-:1 ",
,'~ ( ,:~ ~"', :j;" 

. " . '.~ < ' 

,.( , 

.,." 
, " ':, ' 

'l 

,,':'!' ,:,(',,' '::;:' ::',':I::::'l:"'~':::':::;~~\~~;r'::\t~:;~:;~'I;" ' ""'":::','!-<::r,;;\>:,,.: ,,' " " 
;Pu:tt~~ , t~e" ·~rl3onnf:ll:. D.~:v'i:~lG;:t ,in a,po,sl;ti.on';i~o,':,tre,q\lel!lt, the':: 

,De P!!lMimenf'1;#',;r.eori.!~:t;:jB#'r:i!s!>:~'~s,:;:~~'p'~aoe~'ritl·,~si.Jpr~o~e.df.ng"Aat 'ail" 
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s'~gnature ::',but .' it· be'oa.me:::'le:~t;'~;Mr~,;:,\~ttd;el',Wlio~;~~Wu~,Pc,lI:flli::tl:ie>mattar 
J:nthat ,off!oe 1s 'away ';0)1' v,aoatioll';' 'W:e,l.tave, !i'e'D#<\theii{';fmo,ther job 
\9-esor~P1;$onvrljfoh.' is': a ~e,iisa17" s~e,pto •getti~',1l~.Pos1tfo~tole;8sifted 
'\..thi'oh;"',~ii"turn::'is:,a:,p~~re~Uis1tetO;,l':eoriii~nl(."';,~:ith;;a,,rittle ,:1 ruok 
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.!,~ .UAi~. '294'" . "I-:;~ ~'€r; -c..
i!t~H .~M:":·.. ,~I!:J\tft:r "~':": ~p:im?· '.. ,':oL1' '. . .. 
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'I~ .~~f~j.;~~m~~~~,f~t:si~~ '.t:~ ·i.: F:~~~nC~>J~6i:,?' .' ." 
t1QnS-1nd1ca~ted '~1n·::,.q·uoteQ;1~;t.ter. :..,..........·...L;~.·n.'"' ...'· 
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cy" a~d;··:the,~,8C, cfoDJMoaa~t16n:"ot;it8)n" .-tU;!mlUI 

.iri",e.., su1:>jeott9·tnefolloli.fi~g oond 
,~ , .' ; ~""':'~:'" "::-' ":: ,,,::~ ,;: : .><'; ,<" ". ,.,. "'-::" "'''':~ :!'..::";" .:, '. " "";,, ',,';' . :.'- ':' ~ ..":' ..~.' r .,; ',' 

.~ .~,'~!r~~;~'~~J~~~h~;r,~:i~,~~:p't::s ~··,;~he:'~::ob;l;gatfoti;··.·, ..... 
··---~ta;·lht ... 6f··d~utschema~k e~pen8e8.,rnour:red>:1a:;ttB 

., ,".,'.~; ,! '. :. pI, , , "', i' -, " ~ 0' '" '« .' ';<, ' 

.t9~2,.'\~f!~i::~g~rri8:1·~,a6iI~r.:· p~j'~~~~tfr:(iu~p" . 
,!:?y'.t.t)l~ pe.;rEt6nriieJ/" of.'the;:Cige;noy <tor' rents;. .

e'ra; ;:be :4·6~:Ve:r~ed~:.t·::ehe :leg~~t'F.rat'elnt'Q in.',cn·',T"·!l:ir..u:""'·Ul"'· 


ments:j.wijlC,h·,'tlle.: p~r.sohnel· qftn?:agen'of~ 

t·o~thtt;to'0t1i:,oocupat:16ii.:,cost,.·:··6f·JRSO'D~·.]5a"".....','.,....." 

me~t ;f:or,occlJpaJton·,:c·6sts/,1ndu~rEhl. (Th;s' '.:~" '~~?I;rlg~tn~;!
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-2- #294, July 12, 6 p.m., from Frankfort. 

facts .will be jointly reviewed and" a'greemetltreaohed upon
the extent "to which aatt lament: of this .obligation 1s . 
possible before April 1, 1951.' 

. 	 . . ... 

" v4. Afterreiriibursement. ls:made for' the outstand1'.ng <'ob
ligat1onsof:thEf: cUrrent ... fiscal' year JI, ..th~· agenci~hd. its 
personhelw11l'revertto a pay'~as-y6u':"gobasls, with. no 
further.' demail'lds being made on any occupation~costs. v .. 

• -. . ,., .'" :. ,',," "', ~ -,,>.,, -" ';', ., ., '. : ..:, • ,. ',,' ...""", , ", ~. .." . • ,'1 '. ' 

iVEiICOG;~act1~ely~,as:st~tlngJRSO ;'10 n~~ot1ations, with 'laender 
government for ···ll.lmp,;,sum. settlementoi' 'cl,ams .'W'ea're .' .'. 
nopeTulreenclusionor;th1s:program'posslblewith1rif1soal

year"ano.'t6:expedtte:th18 c0hclus16n~'would. apprecls·te " :. 

EUCOM.' as~1~tance aeinOica.ted above IntemporarY ~ contihu:- . 


". ati6n,p:r::.:e)(lsting':statussubjec~to agency obligation1n,:':' 
. 	 dicate(fo':HICOr1 ~ . or.' course;' asSumes responsibility for funding 

liabilitli*: 1~volved i~. p~oposed additional sdv3nce of 
deutschemarks. 

, 	 I '. '. 
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, ":,;'1 '~~e'/Yd~: ,~et~~r'of;~:~~'::~2'#,:';19~({:,;e,npl ~S'1.ilg';the, •O'dP±~l8',' or, 
',i papers 'prepared'"by 1.Ilis~,}:Ha:l~kand J,Oe"C:Uf'ford.y;' .. ,::, :' 
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, Of ,o,o~~,s,e'J,yqp.: re'~i:ize,:~byl;t~~8,~t:ime tb.at':I~:wa~',,:~?~p'~e;~eJiy.:,~ea' , " 
up as, :toKe;t':s:'Q'e,~tture:'da~et.,;:t'Jie ,cams:',iilto 'Frapk;f,B~~:":t;,!J.:~,~~";;m~~t\~pg, 

,and is, ,a];re~dY,',bao,~in.'¥,f~~'s,af~{;,t:()\! m8Y,:':read ':'~'di~~~,~:1!:';:it~~'i,ll,im~",,;~tI~ ,', , ,', ' 

,~:!:e;'~.~~~~:~~!#~~f.gR:r,;~~;,::~:~~~~~~p!:,~;;i~'~~~~~':'&~;~;f~~;~:~~t'~~r,:; .', ' 
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somewhat different from ,the version .8EJrityou:'an.c;!,~,~~'c~o~«:,."a· oopy " 
herewith•. , Iiull::arixiouBtoget'-a:~forJna1 r~p~Yfrc~' t~e'Dep'8rtment 'tel" 
our Despatoh1375 of ' June 29 1 1950proposillg '\Ti-gorou~'exe9,Ht,i:on of 
our 'present "Restitution raw wi thout further- :re'gar,(f 'to efforts' of' " 
obtainingharmonization'.or ,Fede);"sl legislation/ 

i 
,' if,·::~h.e D~~~~nt I B 

reply is a:rfirmative (aild'I :aasume fromrecommE!',~<ia~:t!oi,l,;No,:,:4'~of:'your 
lSG{} D-l of July 3, H15() that ~:t>~~~l ,be)we,H:p~~ri.:·to,)n~t~a~e ,in ,th.~ 
Property ,Sub~,:C~t~~~ ~'~~,~\I~~¥:,r~Bl,f,~t9: Ac.1~llau,~~:,~,8'lj,e~~~t~ .?(June ' 21~ 
1950 which wilrih effeot:'o£floie.llyteI1 the "Germans "tha't we' do not 

, . . ." -..;" _ .,,~ '. ,~ ". " '. ; :" •. " I ,J '_,. '. , 

,intend ~o. ,harmonize res~i~:t;',~B rl,eg~s,~~~i~~~}~P~' ;:;:t.,~~;t; ',:we! ,;~ 0,: not: -klt" , " 
the Germans to oonsid'er' furtli'er:'a' Federal laji;, ;"At'the""saine timeHICOM 
Will onoe' again urge the F'ederalGovernment;toconsider: the :ea~liest 
adoption of.' a uniform: F~de~1:,'~enera1-,ca~i:mS ~w. ",",,', ' "'",'" " 

, ... ;. \' . " 

'With best regardsi,' " '. 
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OFFICE OF THE U:. S. BlGH COMMISSIOm!R FOR GERMABY 
1 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Date: April 4, 1950 

FRG¥ I OGe, LAD -Nr.· Hannaman 

SUBJECT: 	 Interest of Original ~laimant after Claim tiled by Succes:;:·or 
Orgl3iliz.ationunder Article 11, MG Law 59 . 

. :' ' 

You have inquired whether aperson entitled to clRim resti 
tution of property under r',\G Law' 59 retains any interest after 

a successor organization has acquired the right ·to prosecute his 
cla.1m underAl'tlfle. 11(Z)of t~at Law_ 

Article 11 reRd.s ao tollowsl. . 	 , 
1 

nSpech.l Rights of Successor O;rgflnbat:i.ons_ 

I. If within s.ix.months 'after the effective date of this 
Lm.w lio Fetit1()nfor'restit~t1on has been filed with :respect to 
confiscated property, a successor organization'S:PFointed,pur
suant. to Article 10 may fUe 8uchpetition on or before ~1 
December .. ,1948 AJ1d apply all meAsures nece(,!l3Hry to SAfe
guard the Jl roperty.· , . 	 . 

. 2. ~f the SI&,1ffiY$ biIJ8~lt'{has not filed a l:,tttl,:non 
or br;1'Qre 31 Deoember 1948J(:;"the Buccessor orgp',g,izAtlon by 
virtue of f~l1ne.: the:'eti tion .shall A,aguila the legal uosi tioll 
of the c1aiman'. Only: after that date, And not pJ'tor thereto. 
shall it be entitled to prosecute the Claim. 

3 •..The provisions of Faragrephs 1 and 2 hereof aMIl 
not apply if t Rnd to the' extent to which. the cldmant, in 
the J:erlod from 8 May 1945: to 31 1J~cember 1948 1 has delivered 
a waiver of .his clliimfor !restitution. in writing and in ex
Ilress terms. to the, res~1t:Utor, . the\'.app~opriate Rest! tution 
Authority, or the Cent:ra,l,.Fll ing Agency. n . 

I 
You call, li.ttenti(,n in part;fcular to the provhlons of Arti~les 

10 and 56 (4) of the La.w~ Theltormer. however, deRls. with the rightB 
of a. SUCcessor org~niiat1on to ;the property of deceased persons who 
he,va no· living, he ira. Ithc'18 no bearing on Art! ole 11 (2) t aa this 
Arti.cle 1s . concerned' wi ththe rights, of a successor org;::.niiation to . 
property which, althoUgh subject to olaim by a 11"iog pereon. has 
not bee~ claimed before theout,-oifdBte. 

.. :.; 
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Article 56 (4) o,f the Law"read.s ~8'fo11owa;' 

"4. An.T petition, filedby,& persoli who is not entitled to 
resti tution of thfl property. shall be deemed, to have been 
effectively filed in favor of the true elaimant. or where 
Arti~les 8.10 and 11. a.re ap:~licabie. in favor of the 
successororgAnizatlon merit~oned therein. The slme s~ll 
JWl?ll to the filing of pe,it1onbl anY suchsucaessoror:- ! : 
gRdz:atlon. 1I ", ,., ,. . 

J, 

, , 

The first sentence. of this Article provides that a claim filed by a 
pert:on othflr than theperllon entiUed to e1a.1m must be Ireated a:shaving 
beenfil~d .in f,avor of the latter. The second. sentence makes :this provision 
ap};:licable also to "the filing of l;eti~iQn by any such suecessor organization". 
i.e •• by 81l:f' of the lWoe8n~r organizations mentioned in Articles 8. 10, ,or 11. 

1 

I .' • 

'fhe question is therefore aBto wi:lether, the requirements of Article,,' I, 

56 (4), t,hat F,etitions' filed by successor organizations shall be tre,,:;ted as 
filed. in fnvor of the ":true claimant". i,8 applicable to petit ions filed under 

i. 

Article 11. For the reasons stated b~16'11. it is our opinion that the' referenoe 
to letHicn!'l of successor organizations in Article 56 (4) is not applicable to ' 
petitions filed und.er Article 1l.aXld tpat ~he originally entitled rers6nthere
fore rc,:tain::; no interEist(under LF!wi~~5.9); in l)roperty for wh:i:ch the successor 
orgludzation w"s made claim under Arti,c1e 11 if he hR,B not filed his own oldm 
byn December 1948. 

firt:i.cle 11'(2) provid~s that where a s:uccessor organization files a claim· 
under Ax·ti(~le 11 ,(1) and' ~he "olaimant" (i.'e., the person originally entitled 
to Clllim) ruu- not filed by'December :51.1948. the successor organization "ao
quires tJ:le le,galpOBitionof the.olal,ma.nt"~ These worda mustmell.n more than 
the mere right to prosecute the c1a~ifa.tter that date •. since the right to }Jr~ 
secute 113 sepa,rately s,tated inexpress'terlt.s in the SR.rne· pUFlgraph. To 2liad 
Article 56 (4) as being applicable to,Ar'tic:le 11 (2). Boa to convert the 
interest of the suocessor organiza~ioninto a mere r~ght to prosecute on'be
half of the "olaimant". would leave nO,:plausible exPlanation for the use of 
the rhre;;\e "acquirEll the legal position or the clatmant". ' 

On the oth~r hand. ,if we giV~;th~Fh.rase "a.cqu1r(;S the . legal 'positi'on of' 
l: 

the cb,imant" its literal meaning. ('1~e •• 1f we reed it to mean "replace the 
cla.imant, ""ith respect ~o rights Ulldel"t8,w ,10. 59 11 ). the reference to successor , 1 

orgen:i.zations in Article'56 (4) isno(i~:fit without a field of BPF,l1cation. At 
ithe time MG' tat: No~ 59 was enacted.',it1,.ias" assumed 'there might be more than one i ' 

SUClceSi>or organization appointedund~tAr#ic1e 10 to tAke over heirless property 
of deceased persecutees. A claim filed "y. one of these organizations with 

j 
respH::t to te cla~m of a persecutee within the jurisdiction of another organ:-. "I,'! 
ization would not be within the terms of Article 11 (which has 'no spplicl"l,tion 
to heirles:;propert:r). and would th8reforebe 8ubjed.totheprovisions of i : 

ArtIcle 56 (4), i,n favor of the propersuoceesor claimant. This w.uld also be 
true of a FeUtiOn filed by a successor"9rganization under Article 11 with respect 
to the rastitutic,n rights ofa rereon who, h in fact not a member of the group 
to ",hlch the orgllnization has the, right or eUCIcessS.on. Likewise, "successor 

338923 
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;i~ganiz~tlonsn appointed under Article, 8 (~ppointed tq suoceed a dissolved 
/;&ssociation, as distinguished from those discussed above, which were to be 

/ appointed under AJ,"ticle 10 to Buoce.ed heirless pe!lseo'Utees) art'! not. within 
t:p.e terms 0"1' Ar.ticle 11 1l.nd' would therefore be subject. to the provisions 

of Article 56 (4). .' 


The 1 i te!alin1'.e:.!P;retati()Ji of Article 11 (2) is further supported by .the 

provis ions of Art.lcle 11. (3), quoted above:. Under Article 11 (3) t .the .power 

of all entitled but non-:claimin« llers,?:ri tlo'~&ive his rir-.,htto rAstitut'ion ,":lnd 

thereby to ex1;ingu1s~ the sliccesso.r organizat1nn'sright under .Article 11, is 

limitf';a to' the reriod bef()re December-Zl, :1948. Thereafter he cannot, by 

set tlerJent w1.th the' restftutor or by re;tep.~eto the r';stitutor, affect the' 

BUCCeS f:lor orgs:ni'zat1~nl s rights wit:p. res:p~ci to the' claim. This provi Glon:1& 

difficult to reconcile with an intention that the clAimant should retain the 

propriE'tF.,ry interest ill t,1l6 restltut16n cl'A.im after December 31, 1948. 


'I'he officiAl F.ngl1si text of the provisions dlseuss~d above is not811, 

entirely 8.<l.tisfacto1'7 tra.nslation of the GermAn text (and i,t should. be noted 

that by virtue of Artiole94, the latter is controlling) •.We. Aff:;, ho~:ever. 

led. to the ;'8.me conclusions by a. consideration of the German text •. The German 

commentHtOl'S A,I'e.in ac(:ord.Gociing~ Rueok~rstattung' fes·tste11barer Vermoegens

gegen:3tacnde, 1~48, Art.il. Ann.6.;, Peich, d'lS Rueckerstattungsgeletz, 1948, 

Art. 11. ann. Ii Rahn.dH9 B:ueckerst~ttungsgesetz, 19.48 •. san. to Art~ H. 


9onclusio1M. Weare ot. the opinion ,tha.t~ under the :vrovisio!lS of Article 
11 of r4G Law No. 59. and, notwithsta;,d1ngthose of Artich 56 (4),'the "(:erson 
originally ent1~l~d t~'elaim r~,tains ~Q in~erest in therestttutionof ;-j:t'operty 
clai by I.l sUccessor 'orga,nization if. he H:taUs tbfne by De'cember ~~l, 1948. 
You. ;iTe of course 'awar,e~ h()weve.ri that' o\1,r: opinion is adviso17 and th':ltitii!l j 

not binding ,on the' restitution cl)ur,ts~ ·.,whl:ch \iillha.ve the last say on the matter.;
''1_--,"' " , . '" , . I 

'i;e e:.c;r·eE: no opinion astowhether'tp.e r;erson originally entitl~'d 'has 
righb .Oll.ts idE: the :provisions .of MGL,:l\-i Nol •. 59 .a'- ag;dnOlt a su.ccessor organization 
which hi", s1.icC'essfu11y:p~osecu.ted ~. claim :under the Vrov1si oils of Article 11.• 

", , . , 

i' 
i 
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CONFIDENTIAL '"mkf~, Germany 
Ju17l8, 1960 . 

" ,,'AlaalHlerF.· Kief.,r', iiaql' , . 

. . nepaf'~t orSUt. 


(Mwvnf B.....1 Atfaire 
~8hiBgtoD 26. D, O. 

. . ':"" , . 

, . . ! . 
I have .yoUl" lette.. of 4uly 12. 1"0 enoloa1ng t.he copies of 


piJPOrs prepi"" by.lei•• liall 81'14 .Joe Clitfor4~ " 


Ot Gour80, you realize b7 this tJ.ua thAt I .s oompletely mixed 

QP fAS to Itenfs. dltparluNdate. ~ aM 10to !,'nnkfurt thhmorning 

.rid ieelroea4y Hok 1n harM.'.. You -'1 1"8a4 1'i\Y 1.*" to htm.··· It . 

I"aiaee a naber or metteroa aboutwh1oll I lUll Ntluilr amdous to ~t 


. 101ZlB1Dtol"1lta1d.Oll &adperhtlps you can help mo. Ph... rotul1l the other 
miatar1ala, ••paewlq tae \lnaddrellJod brWD euvolo" which lata.mped 
It CcM'idontialR ft 

1011 will Dote that in my' ltitt.rto.Ken at OM poi.at·J lIliIl'lticn 

that I all .nolo.1Ag..m drart of a etatewllt about the reatltutlO1l of 

Pollsb,. (Jew1eb &ndsion-.1ft1i.h) propert1el~ '.1 forgot to encl•• the 

ooW bu.t fOJ'Wll,\l'dit heft1rith, .1aee lknG1ll yea aro 1n\eNIte4 1ft this 

Stlbjeot. H01II8Yer,all I mentJoned t.ol,n, the 'state-at 11 probably . 

very inaoourate and is not to 'be regarded in say .en" fiO arHCOI atote.. 

Jl'iIUlii, ~pl DblsioD is wcrkin/-t Ofl a 1II0re ..e11able statemant whleh 

I will fOrhrd till" soon .a It 18 prGpBred. Tha 1naoouI"8c1 of 'WU stete... 

meOt eee. to arlee from the f.ct that tomder' ArtS.olelO of }to La"" 59, 

JaSO acqu1.ree Oftly olalJae to thoM propeFtle•. whioh would .have . 

e.ohoated to the Garman State under Seot10D 19b ot tbe tiTSI Code 

and that this seeUOD ot th.e Coda dool not provide for escheat to the 

(leniul S~te of Fopert)' of a Pollah Mtl~..l, 'IlIIhathtu· Jewlab. or non

Jh1sh. 


Alex, QS I reu.mber, ," a.ntyou a traDalation at the feaeral 

Chancellor' sNp1,. to the High Ca:niaaiol'l.' 8 letter gf lie1 6, 1950 " 

gard.:lrtg " Federal Geneftl Cla_sLa.. 1ht traD8latlon we ,gave you . 

had boen givsn to u. over the tel.phoDe aDd ._ quito unoftioial. We 

have ill the meantime r.ccd.wcS an oftlcl&l translation whloh 1, 
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somewhat ditterent from the vereion.aeat1ou and I enclose III copy 
herewith. I am anxious to get a formal, reply- from the Department to 
our Despiltch 18'16 of June 29. 1960 propo8i~ vigorous execution of 
~ui" pr,aent'iest1tution law without further regard to efforts of 
obtaining h.a~Dl88tion or federal legislation. It the Department t. 
reply Is aff:il"lll1tlve (and I assume from reccllIII'I.endatiQD io,. ,. of. your 
ISGG 0-1 of JlIlly 5. 1960 that it will be) ,'We plan. to initiat. ia the 
Property Sub- COlJIIdttee a BleaM reply to AdellBue.. t • letter of June -21, 
1950 which Will inef'teot o1'f101ally,tell the .Germans that _ do not 
intorid'to::hi1'Jfti)nhe"n8titutioD legislation and that _ 40 not want 
the GeI'JllBJl81to'oon8iier further a i'848r8l law. At the.am.e time BleOM 
will onceagala uPge tu Federal. Government to cODsider the earli8st 
adopt.lon' of a unitOPIl Federal Genel'al,Claima Law. 

With beat regard8~ 
) 
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]) B, A 'I! .D E S PiA! 0 B luly19, 19$G . 

])epts A-B68,··'d8.tedJlay, 16, 195$ rre, Polish' 'Property, y: 

" . ';,' 

A. : PoUah State Property 

. l~No propertieswhioh ica.ri.be tdentltlea as y,hanDg ':lJelo.qed to .the 

-::l: 
r 

i . 
'. torm.er"Pd1ishState. are .1:0. Property Oontrol cus,to4;yb"the US ZOne .or., ,;,, 

.. . 	 . I.~. 	 , 
thUs\·lOCated~Q.ether:or·.l1Ottitle '/1s st111 reccrde4i/as.d?ol1shStatie:;oWll8d 

01' .y hAvs'been reeQrdedas"·:IIransterred ,to th6'Reich.cr th,1rdparties. 

2. 'B,es1i1tUtlonAuthor:l.t1esu aU·Laenderau'u;:!cB8rlu':1:.ve stated'. , 	 . 

theyliold':o.o ola~·pUt'sa.ant teLa. 59:cr 'BX/O(49) 18) t,,1l8d byPollah 

. 'State~ its agents01'rep';'sentatl vee ttorlprope:rt7he:v1D.g:;belo~ed to, . 

. former'Pollah State~ i 

3. Abseilce;ot,an,y ·Cla1msand,stroDg'.probabUi~ 'no Sloh lropert;y..: 

'exlsts 	In US Area 01'· Control,. el1l11Dahs ~ ptoob18lll reg~iDg .thls category . 

·of' propert,1 (also Wi tb . respect operatioJlioflA1I'19) .;r . i ' 

B.. .Property 01' Pollsh or For_r Polish Natlomls 
. 	 '.11" '~" ~.:~::'1. .;:~'..'/?'I :·~t.·\.. .:'0 :.:~,\~~trti K,dJ ·::·:~.i;.'>~·.>·· ....,......... ~). ~~';' ,,', ,~:,:.•~. <::~\~t· i.~~. :'J.(~' ~," <,'!i, ..;. ',:->' ~."-.:'. ;',' . 
l~ Since Poles·arecerta1Dl.7 alare ve1"l'tew, 1:t aDl', Pollsh State 

. '~ 	 " 

.,. .'..::' '~:..d";· .:. .!, 

properties In VSArea, .thelr main .c,oneerll. ja prea:uas.bl;y the property which 
• 	 "::'-' " , " " _, I' :~t ,.. ::. '. " 

present PollshGoverlllllaut. claims' on basja heirless status 01' P\11"sua:o.t 
. ':.' \ '. ~...' 

appo1:o.tment ceators ('b7 courts) or other represfIltative8 In PolaDi. 

a.Ot. about 330 petl tlom reported to us b;y B,8St:l tution Allt~rit1fJS 
• ,.' , ~: . _ ""~ :', " 	 ,~ 'i I ''':',~: "j1" , 

as havil'8 been received 1'1'011 Po1l81l S~ate soeces (P~llsh Red Cross, 
.' ..,. '. .'; .. " Pollsh courts 01' 'other represan,tal1ve.~,;,·whleh clal,\1l',property o~ 
curatQl."s appolnted b;y/pollab. 01' t01'DBr Pollsh mt:loDal.s ~ abom 80 have been. : 

also be wi thdrawn tor the S.BIIIS reasoD.. 

3. Wb8r6 the oll1ler-claimant W8S DOt dl"t'8sted of titla oytbB ad
, ,.' .,'. '~.'~ . ':'

. ! 

Al1111strative action of German authorities 1:0. impleaentaUon.ot the "Retch 
. . j"i:, ",'" ' .' ." \. '.. 1 ' ;~yi~a.~:,: .~'. , ,''/ " 

Ordinanoeconqerni:rlS prop.,t,yot mtiolials of the. tOZll8rPol1sh State at 
" 	 ",. :, ", "~..:; :'.":~ ,;;. )'';i};';i <t:,~ :';' '~-ji); :~ 1',; ~.i; .~"t:<:i·~' :t,*r(~~~·~". ~~:~.:,ti~14~~;n ~~~~! L~ "i-:-'~'(;:' ; , 

Septem.ber 17, 1940." there.., be no actQ.al m.edot.resUtution lltigation.. 
. ,'" "'·,>;.x .'. ~~'~~'\'.j'.~ >:.,: ;";' ,;';i~fi~f·ii:, Of, ii!'~T";~ ,,:' .; ~!clii .. ,. (~,' ~;'ol"'; " . ," ';.7.,1:" ,: 

!he olairiaDt 01lD.er preElll,lll8.bly med onlj prove hls SIlcoeslll on.1:o.-1aw 1a 
I, "; ' ....; •.• ',., ~';'" '.!.<. ,..... '; '>!: " . :., f\'; '"tT-' '\~ , ;,: ;'<~ t, 

regular probate proeead1J:l.8S, it an: hell' , 

.~: i,' 

"3 Q 9 r ,l""I.j 0 c.; {"-' ',:t 
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. ~,~;.~.;,t~';,~;~~,+J:{) :;"~ ti 
real p!'operv) 
·S!..}~,c i};:~ !,§~;'~'~. . LT4 
(such as an entr;r decla.rlDg 

~i'~;"i ,t.-t~J);'-';; '{)'~~. ,~:{-".:;,,:~t~ 
as 

~·$~'~.it1J(1~~.:,';~~;: ::.-t' ~~;n~' 
stated ilbove, a 

" .... 
, 

. I 
I 

....\ ' 

CellCeWt·1oA in the L8.Dl .T1t 18 R!igjs1i.8~:·;1,~A the case of 
~~~';~f -~>r \··"t;, ·{::.'~rtih.1~~,~,,(1t.;~~~'1~§~.~~ ·~,.~~~r'#~f.~·.·:' '~la,~;!m, j];~i:a!...1:J!{ t(~~t"

of entries. cloudlDg l11S r~ht at freec 1 and djspos1 tion 
r;~'·;~;r:l~;_•.".~, ,.~~~a.~) '~l~ J~1ib.~::~~;.t~~1$j,n~~#-\rf'·~.:riH::~~~!.~~t~i'.~·?~j;~w1 i:J.:.; . 

the propertY •.pursuant to. the ~bcw. OrdillaDl8, 
·~f.f ~t'~ t.:iQ.~.tt~1; "~Yf '~'~~'i};:!~'~~i~Al it,J~~)',.~··:i.~!l, ~~ '1j,:h'ltl' t;·:;xL:~,+~<, t:]"l"" 

UD:lerr th8 adm1nlstration of the H8.~pttreuhamstelle Ost);.Rowever. as ':c 
::.,'w~::,tJ;.v,h''''t11t:~i,~",'{;~t ,):f'::J;,-;1!J pt"~«J~~:.i~,{ i{:.b ttJ,~ ··{tLi.t1ii _'~1? ' '<,tl;!i .~'.lt
number of persoDS wJiQ.: :have beao., or .ill 'be J proven to be 

~;~;c,,,*fi';;' :~).:t };,.'~,\~,:." ,!:-..r th{Jo:tt! t~~.~ ,l.S;E;O ,¥-;,j~~ill,.!%~~:;,:~;d ir:. ,,~J1.~'"~' ,~.#}<lt ' }:l·i j.~'~n~ \ .':. 

o'l9D8r~cla1maAts have neTerthelejJs,f1led cla1ms una..,r :taw 59. JIa.D.y ownElr~ 


l 

o~~tst~!&fj+g~,;;al~~!¥.~heY';t!qr.~~h'A::t~~~Q,~~Q;§-ln~tltle are stlll , •...;"''":c.,:tl;.,~.,,~·.,., ....."~··b.' ....., ..,.....'.. ":,-..• _t-fi,••.;"_,..~.,,,,..v~ ,., ....... ~~'" .. ~.., .. ~_,., ,-' ....... "... ,<--.....!»-.....~~;....-.-!. ..... ~ ............ ""':"' ....."""--..111.-..... ' , 


recor4,d !.!r~.9.P~~l!<>!~h..\~!."pd~1i!1i~.;t..:g~g~t~~~il\;~TJB.At~l..ili~i~l:EI i.l~"ep. De.Q.""II,8.l7 . . ' ' " ... , " : .', ',.' . . 
. '. .:.. ::~ '. ' 

· l1h!~lI!i:9!-@~,~:!:,!~..~bl~ ~si,Pq!;'~ll;1~. i1t ~1 U t.;:J4~li1.9~ :t1ll4o~;:':clalma$rwaS·1 t,.(",,"

·d~~,~t~d:.~Y' ia~~:a~~!rat~.Y:8 a"9tlo~iQtii..~:~c.b"JI..,, .~~ll'1J.l:!~$i;lllllad!it",l:a. ~l:P fitaln 

IT~~:~ J~~g!~~e~. ""~" llt!UX!!1!4 1~W,,;op.flo1,1Jll:l ,.\pr()pe~!@@.£;AAO~•.\ol~L-"wa.y:,;.8DY' 
i 

dQ~'. +,~,,~~ ~,~~.60t,f,9.~~~.;,~,@d:~r.e~~t .L1I:\t:.1,t~~.~f:t()fb~.t1::'lODB, :~f,1le4 b,. 

owner;:,c.la1~I.?-~s 'A~9~appe~}~ ~,~~.! j;PJ:!eq(tJ!EI.S8.q1"":::..tn~t~t~,'l':Ppe~v.as~o\VllB!,!s, 

:f'. 

, ~ , ;':'" , '1 '.. . , 

',i';:;,.~ :!~~r(!,,1;.~~ .~~ t+~(iJlo~. ~~e., i (),!~!",~~ ~J!f,J;1;;..1"~~ d1:1~~~8.4 ~b1, 1:a ..duJ,:J::1",eopr~e4 

s~~~o:J;, .;th! "P~P~·t1.;.bllii\he ~::.§a"!~:t~!~~~!3];le.,:Qf,!ili1P '1~.,t~4 ~j:0~.~\.Q,t1ier

W~.,!8,'I.•. !J;l!:.,re.~t,~~t1.on:~1a1;!t'!1..p.e:~~'~.~b11,~:bft,r,'CC?8I\~t.~fi1QY'~""le~.;l~8 ~'l". 8@,-:~. 
'.'.' " . . 

pe,~.~lJ.l"J1:t ;t~"()'!Zle.r...C,~~\~ 1al~;J;e.iI~~;•..·:,.~lIe1"~ 1.8~,a". .fpo",@1~U1.j;,r '.\ 'rh-,e.!e~ IIr 

tb~t~~~A,,~91:~.!~tlqA might be couldered .bY' the COurts 8.'" a measure wMob. 

uDl er ~:t:ec~!1z~~)~~,Ji~:o'f: ~~l~~;qealr!l#I'!M:~r. ·!~J~~l1j1~1.Pl~.~!1'Q1e.: '~8a1,~J¥I.t 

t~, ,'F,Q,pe~:t1 .(),f ,~~~.gp:8.l:;~:O:f;:!.e.~1Q' ~.~~t~~~ (:8~.. ~1;,~ol./l,,:~~:;;.r,aw\~·59;~),.: ~,';.T4-1s 

po<~s~~.11j,V",,1~!;1;,rOI!gEl;r 1..1n. !:\~.\tC,~~,8 r.~f ~~~Et~~:G,lln.~~"q~J~:1-·_~,~I!. ri~re are 
. ; 

a':l\ rli-El.td,:'~; ::CCI~lt :~~c,l.s ui~ .~1..".I.::t ,,~ ~:!e.,~ ;~o.t:~.~~i:.~l1:'r"'P~'~d~tP; i~S :,~.i;\~.lIi!1n 
.. ~ 

, . . '.'. ,'.' " 

ae~~~:,;P~1:D,&./,.~! f#r.~~~~",l1g';'~~enl"'~t"r q:.9~t:J~ 1,9D.,ane~ 1~~CIIl';i,d1~~;sa'lJI 
, . - I 

ot.,t}I.!~r,J.tl~ :'PY' ~t.lle",agE!~St.~~, ;~~~',;~AA:t:::"Ip.,,8Jl~e.ft :~~~e~I/.~~~i:t tt~,1~~~.8~'!iere 

·o~_ ipo~~1!c!:l-:.. ~8:Ad ~~Ii~ ~~ltP.!l:~~.~\ g~~._~.1.l~:\ ttha~t;, t,~~l.&8;~.h~.t,~e 

we,r:~;';i~Ilt,1tlad~~',~P.a.p'e~.~tl:9Jt,},.~;ppl;:~;~.1~~:f~:~tl\ou.~~~s,-.1>1>$(1 ~ ~:1,1; ~ 

r,.;..5.~ IJf~~e .•::t.1 tl!t~.!t dlve'Jti~~~;~ .Q,p,;. cl8..;1m.\\t~ali!l~~4Jt'W'.l;,~r'lA!t::"5,~~t~.itjoy, 
, , ', _ ,....,:,:...-1: 'I . 

I ',. , 

w~;,;,Clt:~.~~!, b!J. l1p',.t;!ii!co"te;'X:!>,:un4~~.:•.,.w. Reoo't1iily UDder' rams d188 
. " " , " 

gener~.». ",!~:t.,~~j;;J+~~jU·l1:.1;l\e· ilJ.!",:!t!il~:; ,~:~k8~Y,.';';ii~t;~!l). 
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{:~~'},;~;tni~*~}\~,b,~~e,~~;~~:;tji!:~t~:~~~~: •.·~eo~'1~D :. 
'. : .J •. ".,' .\:,...~i(:.l :~'.\. '·}'·.:'>r !.;;;'('?-:'> .:.;, 'It·' .:~< .' '."' . 
aayjt,~~beJ::.:~nEi~-~~~f#18,~f)~q~Jsh ourators or '.' 

. ~.: 1t~~;: ~~';~;;::; );,' ..··:i·:.~ .«"I\::~;':"}:~",:~ ~~:{::'...._~:' ;,," ',~ \,.,..' ".~~j\~t' ..' ~< 
heirlesii{;cnoii~fti~h"pii'oj?erty aI:'.e Valid I Under 

preali~t ~:i.'~lieir:out~:ae ldn be in' proo~e~1~is 
'\ .... .:"/..:, ~:/ 

('se~/:'
'. ··r" 

.'. : ,'!~ 
, ..~~: 

B' 4~,above) • 
. ' ~ . ::: .,:" ':::'; " ". 1 

, : ..;,~1'~k~'~J!';~;~;;~9~~~~~r:S"~~,,:.~~~ii~~~,tj1~~?~~i~I(:~~~f.j'~~ljW~i~,}~~;;;,~,~~;.. (i),~~t?j:;::i,::;:".· . 
~er pursuant to ,the" "Reich OrdinaDoeconcerD1DgFo~r:ty.oiDationa18:'. ..... ..... . 

,of~~} former:P011j~ state of .' Septemberl7 ~. 1940" thell: a~;poeediDg'~nde~:. '''; ,, 
'(/ ~. t t;· ..Y~~~I~;·' .:,' 'J~:':~'t'~~~~" ~i~ .!,. ',;,,' " 

ourren:t;,: reati~p.~~o~,: l"gis~·-·"''' ...... 
" , •. '~'P ~:~";'~.l'jJ"~.'!"O:_.~" " ·{I.~.. ". . ', ..... ".-:~,. ... 

;~;,!i~jj~:.{rWil"ot''t~...gt~Jh"£'th1\".t~',.••':"A"\nf',i .. 

otl~,h~';:1£~"~~ 
. "::t).~;,'.}, . '~~":, --?F"':.. I,; ",. --':' '~~\¢;I:.lA·\"'" ";"F!"I'~ 
i$l!:i:'iiill"\nait;iO"lljl'r'ctflf~Doi;t'!; "'.,.'""...,.......:..:I.•."'~ 

""!!.1.,::,:\,! '\\.'i;,;j. :;, .• 'W:'I!>t;ri~R;~W~'~\i;j\' 

thJ;:~~~¥~gof the~estitutioDleglslation., but 
, ' 

which wi:l~'~';;;e'ogi;6'1'~;J(~~td~iiti~I~\ fit~~~tliJo~i Y.'r .....'""·""...,_,,..,i'ii;~1~rcf4i;~;~'IJ~·uii~ 

against the 'property of natlonais Of/'~~~~~~l~1~fy~~~~:i~S. 

would aee~ propJr to leave':,thes8ttle~Dt,~t~A4tl~8tiOD8 !.'~"C!'1;i;1i\,,,"lil:l.g .. 
.. ,~'. 

. ' ...,~."'..\; 
it:.::,:::!" 

,".' 

.',;':.', '" 

seizure of thiaoategory ofprop'rtyt~ th.~eaoe ";',;' 

4. It OD tbEt '~therhaDd the court's re'c~gDi&~ tne' co~:~~ca~ions a8t~I$fn~:;~i: 
•.' '.. . f. .: •• '. . •.; :. . '" :. ,,,> ....... ·:>.L... ,·.".· ':;,:,,::.: .,:,.:'" .' :~.~~:~~.;~·.~:;~~;·:.~:~~:>~!:t:.· ... :. 

within the proviaions otMilitai'y.Gove~nt.:LawHo ~., •. 59<t~)l!tlu; 'P6l1i~i(~.~::'?\gZ:088:
" : . ':. . .' ,.' '" ·:~.1 ..... :. . .:,' ......... ' ·:.: ..:::·:y·~.t~~~·::.;~:..~. ..... ::. '~'.~?;.t·jS~~~~~:~/···~::;::{~·;·: 

or other Polish represeDtative might.be d~emedqualitied:to;>r.eoo:verpu'l"s,""''ti"/::}: 
. ..... - :'. . ..... .; . '~', . :~:~., ::''<:.:': >,·.. :",,:.·t~,:/~~{:~;'(!../t.::··· ::~·.>.>·,::.;..;,)X~;; ··'·:~·:>:\:~t·<·~", 

to theprovisioDS. ofArtio1e8~ .. s aD:8Dded~ ,p8l'm1tti'Dg/j~:j~J~,~0Il1,pe~~:o' 
. . i" " ....... : ... ~~.':' .....~ '.•...... ' ." .:);,;,:;.~{~'.':,~~;·'?~i::;!i;,,::;';:,y::·l~\:, 

an uninCorporated aS8ooilltio~ to 'oeregarded asas~ooe.s9~?iln i-nterest " 
• . • - . -: . , i. , '."". :. /"'~}~),' • , 

~n suoh Clise' DO islaim' _s,:r,ll~d·,t~i~n a~aiDth~ ques:tions':~i~.JDgfrOinthe ' 

o(jnti~o~ti~n" c'OUl:(fkprOb8'blylb~st~·· 

. Afrl:i:'iiil('byl";aasois's' ,to~~lJOD';iJ'w1'8h:prc;pe'l".tYJ WO'ul'cb,')IIr;!I,Ii!l! 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

11 
i! ,~?-= 2101,)J September 8~ 8 po!!'ilc, from Frankfort& 
H 

II I I'e<c:omm~nd attempt to obtai.n agreement above texts with. :. '.' 
t:'I suggested additionso This would appear to be second of' 
"jJ 
" 

thx'ee alternativa COUI'ses of action BIUTO 171. Firat '. 
!:
ri alternative may be undesir able In. view of danger being out"" 

voted :french and British in HICOM tl1.US jeopardizing. general
USposit1on on war claimso French .at property sub-committee 
meeting September 7clearlylnd1cated they intended 
compe~sation for deportees for claims baBed on grounds other 
'than persec.ution on politica1 3 racialjJ religious or ideological
groundsG For this reason third recommended course of '1 

Iaction may be preferable to first. Our pOSition alS stated 
OUR~rEL 1979$ dated August 11$ 1950 and for reason given
DO not· favor support of efforts French and Br1,.tish to 
further broaden basiS ofeligib111ty for. compensation~ 
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I for' by laender,ll' but also of filling certain gaps. case 

of the displaced persons has been cited as' an example in thiB~ lO,~I. 
connection. ,~ I }P 

til J_' A·', 

·6...}\'1 

G 

! 
G 
E 
L 
EUf.1 
DOL 
,oCR 

." .. 

....;. r 

- Following is text French draft :tetter to Federal Chancellery, 
t':I introduced Property Bubc¥mmittee Septembe,l' .7': 
''''''1 
~: II~ letter dated 5 May 1950 your attention was called, to the 
~ importance which the High Commission attaches to the proIllul- .1\)' 
:c: gation of legislation by the Federal Government aiming at a t:P'.' 
~ . settlement j uniform for the whole territory" of the question ~ g, 

(.D ~ of indemnification of the victims of Nazism4. ':;a 

'.'/"'~~f:::-~'~/J. "It was public'ation of such leglslat,1.on ...iolll~~~stated that the 
not only meet the necessity of mitigating the harm done by,('!:" ' i 

,----., an application of differing laws already passed or prov:1~ed ~~! 
The , .... .:::' ;1 

tiThe High Commission deems,,"',lt, n;ecessary again to call yo,ur ' '1';' 

attention to the urgent, nece'ssity of publishing such'leg1s-' 01;"~~ 
lation and to mention to you" again as an example" the ques- .~ '~~ili 
t ion ofreparat 10ns of dan\)ses 1ncu.rred in Germany by 'personsl'.i
who find themselves depr1v'8.:,·~,·', of the benefits of laws now in"·' .' ;!;! 
force only by the apPlicatl'~h of residenoe requirementEJ which 'c,dj[ 
must be considered as too' restrict'1ng.· " O~';\f'i 

"The explanation of the c~riditiona imposed by these laws 1s" ' g~ i:~l;i 
undoubtedly;p the fact that the measurer. talcen up to r:l'OW were,;: ~'::'l!!: 
instigated by the laender, and that each one of them limited ,:CO ,,: ,';:,~!!I 
itself to cases concerning persons having reside,d 1n its . t1~!~:i' 
territory 0::' now residing there I without being in S' position Q'1'-', .:l 
to settle the issue as e whole. . , ' Q," p~: 

, .' co ;, '........ "",1:1 

"It must be noted" nevertheless, that in one" la·nd,~ade£" Si' ~. :',1[1j 
more generous provision than those in effect in th,eoth~ .p.;.~:I' .}ll!i 

. leender, tends to make good the damages SUr..f .. e, red in,:, '~a:den,.t ';. '.I< ::::;1' 
matter what-the victimns re:gularplace of ,.r.~lSlidence~a~e , ,:~:'\:~):,:; 
may have ,been. . ',' " , " .. (;1'; ':: .,.:'r,,!,l 
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CONFIDENTIA L 

-2- # 2305, September 15, 10 p.m., from Frankfort 

"These foregoing observations only serve to make clearer;',;.thE!, 
need for legislation on the part of the Federal Government,.' 
legislation in which considerations based on the vic:tim',s 
residence might give way to consIderations based on the place
of damage, wherever it may bel within the borders of for~er 
reich" . . . 

French elsa distributed informally cable from French ISO 
delegation allegedly containing agreed ISO Claims Committee 
instructions to BleOM to extend benefits to deportees and 
other nonresidents. Are aware this connection'London's ' 
210, September 4$ that no such action taken Claims Committee. : 

Will defer further HICOM action pending reply reference 
cable. 
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In reply refer to 
GU. 

, 
! . , ..

My dearl1r.Welgert: 

Re,f'e'rfHlce 1s made to '10urt:Etl·ttp'am of 
September 26, 195G t,o t:Jae De;pal"tment 1n whioh 
)"ollcallet:e;ttentleD tot~e ·ne·wapaper 1"&,orts i, . 
conoerni~gGermanre·etl.jt:li~l1e'n•. 

f . .... . 

'You are advised,tta,t thea'ooeunts in the 
newspapers were notpo7r~oit,.. ' Be deel's1ol} ~t 
the type towh1cb yo,ureter'hasbeen made .. 

The ';;,Departmentap~re.e~1ates ·the interest .' 
of yo.\lrA-esoo la.~1on fa\,;~'hi7'~ma:t;te;r of 1"8 at:!tut 10'll, 
a~d you may be ass:u.~$,d f;\t'.it.':,::tlAe. :Depart"ent will 
.g ive oa:r~f1l1G$I,l~;J;.q:.~,~,~on·,· ~ ~a:ep()1nt o,t view . 
'express~a lQ ·lO'ur .t'elegrUf'; . '. . 

j c., " 

S1n~ere~11~,)tJ)r8 •. 
, I ~ 

For the Se'o'retar;y of State: -. , 

" to 
I I. 

1\)[ 
en 
011(is ·8 'Y'. '. er 

(j'ffleer 1n OMr.g.e, Germafl: PN~el"~'" Affairs, '0 
~eau &f' German .A:tf.al;rso ". 
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FROM: Frankfort 3 p.m. 

Info 

GFR- ' V1I 

TO: Secretary of State 

G 	 NO: 2988, October 10, 5 p.m. 
F 
L 

Jl, SENrr DEPJ\H'rMENT 2988, REPEATED IN:::i'OHf\'L~TION LONDON 211. 

,t'.~ssurac comprom1..se proposal external restitution will be 
/{':j,::offered by US element ISG,' a nd the t consequently a ct ion 

''I., ' ~,'" here not necessa ry present time. Re :b'rench draft Ie tter 
, '<, l'e general claims, i've have introduced property sub--committee 

[\V' 	 ::-5ubstitute draft letter requesting FEDREP enact law along 
lines legislation now in effect US and French zones, pro
vj.di~1g:, hOi'vever} for compens;,3,tion in certain cases not now 
covered b;l US zone legislation. Copy of d,raf't letter being I\) 

despatched for your information. o 
o 
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In :,~~P1Y~:~'f:,f}?:.' to ' 
DB 262:.1.14;10...250 

, 
I 

.' 

" , ''Jlh.~re l.e elJ.,~J9se9" 8;C~,PY.: o:f" t1)e Nov~mheI'29, i947 
{~s.s'1J:~' ;o.f:;~~,lie:: 'Fed;eral,)~eg1ster, ,;~~ic~ cOl}t,a1ns the tex,t ()f; 
:M:~;~:'M~:~.rYt\,g:9y,¢:r"i:lm.'F:n:t:~Aw'~6,.,59 ~ ,Re.~s:t,lti.r't1 on of ;r~lon tift:

," 

. ",' 

,f.i:p,reT~~~"Q~~:r,t'y ,,1:~,:'~he::tT,11::rt~.d~' S~~::t~s'~,,?,n.~',of (J~pmp;l;ny.. Th~ 
" I 

,-,, 
ppr,p.qf.t~~q1V\;t,~~a 'f.alT ,,!~:e ' tq ,effect t,o,;;.th'e l~.I'ge,st ext~lj.t:' 

-I 
, 'P,9jl3,;B'~:'b;t}~::-~h~j, ·$pee9:Yre,st;t:ttit~0J.1: 'o.f fcle I1 M.::f1,a.hl,e prdpeI'ty' 
, 't~'~ing}ple i;'~:npl,t'J,·,t?,tiglbl e", pI'.ppg,tty :~l'lQ, e;ggr.'~gG;te,s of , '" ' 

~i 

'.t.~l1g~1?J.;;e'·:?;ii~r',1n:~'~,ng~~:>J.e,;:,prq'1?;$'r~'y') ~ope~s<?rls1trho ~ie:t'e ' , 
~~i,r.o.r,i 'U't~Y,:':Al,ep.i~r:tiQ~:r\:0f. ~:ucp.:proper,~y '1~r:tp.+'l1the ,par led , '0',, ,t:r~ri\.<, ',::,~r:r:~',~(O,.':' 1$3f3:':, tci;?~~~y,X' ~;,,'194 ,9 'tp;r 'Te~, son s 0 f r'aoe" '. 

,, ' I : 
,, ·~~:,qn~" ,ngit1: pn~+',1,J~YrI!;d.~pl:Qgy orpo~i'.ticc;,l oppos1 tton 1\) 1

i;§, £fone,l: $oc'iB,I':ari1~::Pe't:1; tt'ons' f'ol"; Ileat~A;,vtlon lUld,er 01:;~h;~::p~dir~~ons ,'of.,t~,f~l,.a:~i,:'$hquitg have, bgr:mfi Jed d.lre'ctly 0:)i+jtri:.~·th"e' C6intrf.!,l:lf~11ng·Agf1hcy~:t'J3a,r,}:,~Jauhe~m. G'er.ma;l1:Y, I 

,b,y/pf1;,?~,mpejr ~n:•.'+.94:~,.{.ccl~"im~,i},~s. :.l.r~Q ,:f:\~llecl .to f:i,latl)eir 
cl'~f~,rde":,1'!>Y tl'ie.deglgn~:ted. tl:~;tf:f, t,;'it,h the Oe,ntr'bl F:l.llpg . 

,!g:~n.t;3,i':'J,shpui~'t' ·~fee i::J'.:6~oal:', l.egB:l>' li()l;l:ne el j.n G:errneny ,t,~h6,;,' 
: ryo';~:~~#~B~; '. ~iou~,d ','b~ ~i~ :a',P99j;~lpri;:: t.~,1p,f;o,r~ tbemTi'lhat, 
. ,re ..drei:ra:',.1e, ribr~Tava;11a:ble"i'ntne10ef:)!1. 'Germ.!?~n conI'ts 

" 

tiind;e~'(Je~m&n: "la~~~~: ','The:r.e:',:hs,V"e:'been ,certain, ametHlments to' 
'~t,~~;:Seri:~Wp':e~a' ,t~xtand', z..~guiat~ on,s 'i s a~eq',t~ere,unde:r T;.1p1 ch 

i 

'them'~~~rtqi,¢n,t, ~9~~;' i10't hfit,ve~'iv,~:1.1s;ble for di stntbtltion • 
.::','. ' ; ,

The 

" ' 

'Ma:r*:1n .J.' V1gdfPrma,f;1, 
>I1.1,~.~e dm~,n. 'L:,a!'l'dy and Lorry, 
':':, "Oo.uneellbr,'a, s_t La,Ttl ancl Froe tors 

P~nnsylvt:'l.nla" 

in Admir8,1 ty.
' '900 J~ff.er.sQn ,Eu1lding. ' ' 

l015 C:hestnu.t;stree,t, 
Ph118:delph~a 7. 
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Office of the Legal Adviser 
Department of State' 
Washington 2,5, D • .C. 

Attention: Mr. Joseph D. Hatre-

Gentlemen: I ,.....:;::r" ..~·" ..·' I .. 
v ,/ tIL-v e..~""-",/'

The attached letter' dated September 14, 1950, from l~reec1uan, 
Landy and Lor~,· 900 Jefferson Building, 1015 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania, is transmitted as a .matter of pr:Lmary 
interest to your office. 

• '\ t 

In accordance with the arrangements made vnth you on September 
,8, 1950, the Gubjectletter is referred for appropriate action and 
reply. The writer has not been informed of this referral. 

Very truly yours, 

~s.~~~ 
J.Jucy S. Howorth 

Acting General Counsel 
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FR.EEDMAN, LANDY AND LORRY 

COUNSELLORS AT LAW AND PROCTORS IN ADMIRALTY 
I' 

90QJEFFERSON BUILDING " 
. IABRAHAM E. FREEDMAN : 1915 CHESTNUT STRE.ET " . 

• SAMUEL lot. t.ANDY 
WIt..F'REO R, LORRY : :PH I LADELPH IA 7,. PA,
MIl-TON M."BOROWSKY 

CHARLES LAKATOS 


LOMBARD 2-9280 

MA~TIN J. VIGOERMAN 


'CABLE ADDRESS JEFFREE 
~ROSE: KOTZIN 
IWILl.IAM M: ALPER 

September 1-4, 1950
JOSEPH WEINER 

War Claims Commission 

Wasp.ington, P. C. 
, 

Gentlemen: 

I, •• ~.! 

We repres~nt an ex-resident. of Germany, {VhO~T, 
desires to pr~ss certain: cla:ims for his property there, 
some of which was confiscated by the German' Government 
betwe~n i 936 and 1939':a~d some of which he was forced to 
sell at nominal prices by Government. order. Will 'you 
kindly advise us as t,o wl:l~~her any steps have peen taken to 
enable such persons to'make claim'·for the restoration of 
their property orJor any similar. relief. In addition, can 
you advise us whether there are any legitimate organizations 
which check into and take care of these matters for eX-,G,erman 
nationals ," 

. Can you send us a copy of the excerpts from the 
Military GO'V,ernment Law for the American Zone which con
c~rns the: procedure in ,which we a:re interest.ed. 

\ ' 

Our client has been advised that an organization 
known as the "Jewish Restitution Successor Organization" is 
interesting itself in th~se claims" recoveries to be made .for 
the benefit of charity... Can you advise us as t? the authenticity 
of the above. . 

c .' 

Thanking you for· your. kind cooperation, we, are 

Your's very truly, 

Free~ma~~ Landy and, LorryMJV:RP' 

BY~fJ~~~ 
( ...'" 

, . 
• _"_,,,;_ '~'!'~~<__''-'' •._'.A 
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~vIEMORAlmuM OF 	 CONVERSATION l___~@1r1 
October 18, 1950. 

SUBJECT: . 1. 	 Israeli desire to obtain reparations from· 
Germany. ' ",' • I,

2. Report of Palestine Conciliation Cor;unission,' 
Iand 	Arab Refugee Problem. I. , 

J. Status of 	Jerusalem in General Asse~bly. 

4. 	 New loan to' Israel. 
..~ f 

5. 	 Israeli partie ipation in Korean Observation 
Commi ssion. 

6. 	 General Israeli Attitude tovlard Arab states. 

f\)PARTICIJ2 ANTS: Israel \~bcssador 	 " 

'~ , 	 ) 
I 

Mr. 	 Keren, Counselor, Embassy of Israel 0 
~ . " ~'.~v 	 0 

, 

NEA NIr. McGhee •
". NE Mr. Rockwell m 

')1, 	 I\)GEA 	 - Mr.I:earney 

.t:.. 
1COF'IES TO: NEA (2) NE DRN CIA UNP GEA USUN 	 
~ ."-
I 

~ .....
Embassy, Tel Aviv AmLecatidnj namascus 
AroEmbassy, Jid'da AmLeGation, Beirut 
AmEmbassy, BaGhdad AmLeca tion,. Amman 
AmEmbassy, Cairo AmConGen, Jerusalem. 
AmEmbassy, London. . HICOG 

o 
I -

Problem: 

I·To receive and co~ent on Israeli positio~s on above 
subj eets .. iAc tion Required: To cOI').si del' Isral?li ap'p'roach on reparations i 

tfroLl Ger.:lany, and !:J.a tter of Israeli par-."" 
ticipation in Korean Peace Ob'servation CO!!l-X 017272 ~::U ssion.· 	 ,: '.~~ 

. , 	 ; ,,' 0 \;.
Action Assigned to: WE, GEA, UNP 	 . ~ ,(J)~' 

I,Jr. McGhee received the Israeli Ambassador and Mr. Kerent : ....... 't 
."V at): the lU!!bassador t s request. 'The following s'ubjects ~re A I, 

i~scussed. ro J., .~~ 
,·,,·'\I.~I;\'~.. 1. Ge:c!"'1an Reparations to Israel: 	 :;: '~" ~~i'l'\ )""Ai.~ , _ _ _ 	 ........ ott ~ 


,.e_e_-"':::\~'-·-\~' Mr. Eban described the Isra~li Government's clai~o ~Olll" ,\1 
. pensation for Jevlish property seized or de7~royed by tho Naz,is. i; I~.. e 	 d 

'He 

RG <7''1 I 
, 
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He o<"-id tJ.l;.;J.t tho Israeli Govern:aent ,;as acting on :;ehalf of 
i;'~divi,:w::-.ls in Israel v:ho hud cluir.ls for such cOlllpenSD. titn1., 
.:aid, a'lso 'i·ias cO:lvinpod that,':lOl"'o.lly WHi lOfjully speakillg, 
it olloulu bu cOll,uil.icred uS the tilJcces~or to Jewish cOLlm.unity 
9roperty in Ger;lf:l:;:ty \Jl;,i cl~ hud also b0011 soized. The Israeli 
Embassy would sho rtly submit to the Department a docU!:lent ou t
lining in detail the. posi tion of· the Israeli Govern.:lent. 
The present ap;oroach was beine !!lade because the Israeli Gov
ern':.lent noticed a GroYlinG tendency to grant the 'Y:est Geraan 
Gove:-rl...rnent· nore and nore au thori ty, and because the Israeli 
Gover~~ent, not desirinG to be left alone vis-a-vis the 
Ger.!:lans on tr..is particular problem, 'hoped that the occupying 
authori tics i':ould take steps to establish the Israeli claim. 
priol~ to relir:.qu:i.shin3 too rJ.uch influence and control over 
t~le Germans Q 

:Mr. Kearney pointed out that thexoc v:ere various tech
nical ar.d legal complications affecting this probler:l. It 
'would seem th.at the issue would have to be handled in 
Germany, and not in the capi tp..ls of the occupying Powers. 
It was aereed that action by the Department 'lflould be deferred 
pending the receipt of the Israel! docuuent mentioned above. 

Mr. Eb!ln said that he t::ouoht that the PCC report should 
be so ·drafted as to encourage the Asse:lbly to call upon the 
parties to nc~otiatc directly. He added that the report 
micht also stress the special urGency.of the qucstio~' of re
patriation, rcscttlcnunt and conpensation of tho palestine 
refLlGocs. It voJaS Gss~ntial. Mr. Eban continued; that the 
Asse~bly not roaffirmthe section of the 1948 resolution 

. conccr!1ir~[; tho ri{;ht of tho refuGoes to return to their 
. homo~ • 

. Mr. McGhee sai d that we had always thOUGht Israel should 
hav<; !:~ade a substantial concession some' time aGo and have 
tal,;:on back u sizablo nU~Jbcr of refUGees, before the rofugee· 
issuCJ becQ.;;lO so hardened as i t nO'~': is. He thought it vwuld 
be diffi cult, L!lorally s,Jeaking. not to support a resolution 
reaffir~n~ the rioht'of the refugees to return, if such a 
resolution v:oro presented by the Arabs. Mr.' I,1cGhee agreed 
that such reaffirmation woulq not be helpful, hov!evor. He 
added that no' did not lenoy: exactly what the Arabs had in 
mind proposing. He sta te.d the beliof that tho solution ot 
the refut;eo problem 'was the direct responsibili ty of tho 

Arab 
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IlSTR1BUTION 
DESIRE!;) 

'I"'F,IC~S oNl.Y) :. 

' ,i! ' 

" I,,' ", 

llt:parfiit,int'",nf"~tute
", '\, ." '.', \ 1:,"'-' , .' 

SE,CR:ET ' 
Cl.ASSI,F'ICATION 

',_,"2"'· ...... ' .. , 

~ORT A-1150 

, 'Delegation ,win aga±n'e:a:de~vo'r,:tolpersuadethe'Brit~isht';ana\';'~r~noh, ' , 

toaooept; ~the ,positions,which!,' l:t~aavo;cated ,in ··tne :previ'ous: ~meetings '. ".' 


. ".'. w:ith',t,w),:,8:x:oeptionsl ' ,.', 
,.' . .." ", ...' ',', '.f :: . ',;,' " 

l .• The Uilited Siiates will offer to include'gems within 
, " the present definition of cultural property in an afport'to 

, ,. '"meet to some extent the 'French position. This conce,ssion will 

not 'materially affeot the basio objeoti",e of eliminating the 

disruptive influenoe'of restitution ,on the German eoonomY. 


:l. I,." 

2~:,+he' United States will urge aoceptance or the tests 

ofeligib111ty, for, nol1lr:'German, nationalsunder'genera:l claims ' 


, legisktion which was 'recommended in your telegr.am.:2'lQl of 

September ,8. ., ...
'''t "" 

Whatever may bethe,,:outoo~~ of f,urther:negot'j;atio:ason 

restiiiuijion' in the Stu~Group, th'e Departl,l1entdesi,restha:tthe " 

enernaland interne;! rest;t:t:\ltionprogramsbepres,sed, to the' 

earU,est pos:sible oonolusion,~ Althoughthe:>re!,ervedp,Qwer,over 

restitutitinoan be' termiriat:e,d' only 'p,:ursuant to,: tripartite deo~S'ion,,' 

th,e funot:Lons. of HICOG on,restitu"t,ion, 'should,bete~tl'd"as"',. :: 

particular, segments, of these,p;rogr8JllS\ are complleted~' ,!~ '. 
............'~ 
 ~ .'~." 

" .. ': .. ,.1 , . '.' " ", . '-i' ' " • • , ': •'~~."\ 
Onexternal'restit~tion6 th:e;.,Departmenthopes 'th:atlf:I9QG" .can 

, oomplete a:l'lpresent 'and oontemplated operations rela~~ng,::to 
<I' nOn-oultural~property by March,3l,"195l.andthat the"work Gf. " . 

liq-ilidatingthe 'Cu1tural"Col1ectirig,Points .canbeorganfzed',in'sueh' 
'a manner that by Julyl,,'1951: tnere' will be no :furthe.r ',need, for 
sp'eoiallfICOG personnel onc;,ultural:re.stitution•. With,.regard·::::.to 
internal restitution" the D~partment understands that .the,Pr,operty , 
DivisionhaB' set an ,in£orma.r,'tar:get\iate for the final adjudication 
of internal reetitutionoases; ,this is a oommendable ap,proaoh:toa ',:,1" 

~, 
program o£ great magnitude and difficulty• The Department suggests' !, ' 

that HICOG also 'oont,inue to promote "a; lump~suIn settl:eni~mt;'9.~::the " ..... ',;,~, ~t,', 
clUms' of the ,Jewisl1 Restitution .Sueaes'sorOrganization. ,:)he' " " 'i"~ ~ , 

Departme~'b,w:i:shes to ~mphll"sizeits des17'e ithat HICOGe~;~~g~tirc.~~:. , i+ ,~~ 
pw:sue theo:bjeotive or early terJJd:~tion, of the re.stitutio:o>,P~O~~,a:mS. "<",:~~,,tf ~ \, 

,'fc;>wara" ",,: ~~~l: 
. ~, 

".\' : 
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·'rowa.:rd~~8;~r~i'!g~:it wOul'o.: :s~e.m A&,s:ir:,&;b~e 'th:at ;a:dequate.:per:sonriel~. ,.... 
be ·retahled,i',or .;iriorea.ae~< it~neo~ssa:ry. tor work 'o:o.the)re~j;i£Ut1on.
pr<!gr,~~~',:,.'" '. ' ·Y';:,;'· '.' ,.,' ..... , .. c.',·' , 

'~'" j , • , ' 

~ .'
/. Ple~se Repeat 9.nrreP1Y~t·O,thfs,meSSage't9 ~ndon:1'or,ISG.> 

.' .: 
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INCOMING ItEGRAM $)Department of State(t.. 

r .. 
TELEGRAPH BRANCH i' 

i
PLAIN A 

Conlial: 9026 I . 

Ree'll: October 21, 1950,
, ,,>1 

Dct,· 
.-- " FROM: Franl<fort , 7=33 a.m. .' . 
Ilda 

TO: Secretary of StateE 
L 
GER NO: 3350, October 21 
O~I 
CIA PAS$ FO~L9WING MESS~GE TO ,NATHAN)lTEIN, PRESIDENT l AMERICANDS FEDERATION OF JEWS FROM CENTRAL luNOP!, INC., 1674, BROADDCR WAY, NEW YbRK, N~Y. 

"I nave received your telegrtilm' at September'25, eXpressing 
cpn'cern on behaH' of numerous restitution ~la:ttnat1t$ regat"dlng 
t·fie exercise of controls by the ailteo authorities in Germany 
in the field of restitution. 

:1 

"t can state definitely th'at the Fore~IMlnlsters haVe taken I\) 

ii'o decision which could be inter'p~ret~d as advet>se4' atfecting 0 
,the aaministration of the zonal r'estltut1on progl."sms. The 0 
! 

all.led o'ccupatlon powers are ~ as you know, tsk1:ng a drect • 
interest in the execution and the admiflHftra'tlon of the l"esti  m 
bitl'on pro'ceases.. In my recent :address to the German peopl<e f\) 

~'Ov'erthe Western German radid: 'st;ati~ns I puli>li'cly announced 
the .:i.nt~ntion of'the High COmmission to retain its authority 
lfl tne field of restltutlorL " -
11 I should like to assure you th~t, we are ~ware of the concp.rn 0 
bfybur organization ,~na of restltutl~n el'a+m:an~sge;nerallY$ I 

f\)~'rt'd, that we ,3r'e resolved notio permltahy 'a'eVel'opmebt:s which 
would jeopardize the SU(fcessful coryclua1.on or the !Yest=1tution 01programs. 

0 
i,i 
1'S1gned Jolin ..t 0 McCloy, US H:1igh 'C'0mml'salorl'er." 

, ..:il·....,
Ml.S 

PERMANENT 

RECORD COpy • This copy must be returned to DelR central files with notation of action ,taken. 
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FOREIGN S3RVIC~ THE Ut::'ITED ST A TCS or ADVISER9r. 
:,SECURITY :. RESTRICTED PRIORITY: AIR POUCH iJOV' i [1 jq~~ :~: ~:I~t: , 

Attention: Treaty Affairs, "", R . 

TO: Department of State Office of the Legal .AdViser . I)£,ftitDlllliJC'Ati Q" ~.'.NOV 
. rJvt "'&;;.1,. t \) fAJ"!3 

FROM: PARIS 1071 November 2, 1950 299.6241/11-250 . ~ I / 
. .-'" gD (j, SIS/7 ~ g'L1-9 / (L, 1 Enclosure .~ 

REF: DEPT's A-756 July 8, 1949 :-'6' 
SUBJECT: AGREEMENT ON CONTROL OF LOOTED ARTI CLES 

N 
I 

F 
DCR 

o EUR 
The Embassy encloses a copy of the Foreign Office's GER 

note of October 27, 1950, with translation, in response to NEA 
OLIthe Department's request for details concerning an agree
TOmentof July 8, 1946 between the United States, Great 
IEB,ritain and France on the cont:t:'ol of articles looted by

the Germans •. 

The Foreign Office re'ply states that the document C 

concerned was not a diplomatic agreement as that term is ' 
generally understood but rather the draft of a common note 
which was intended to record the understanding of the 
three allied governments as to the steps which their 
representatives "should take in regard to German-looted 
art obJects which might be found in neutral countries. 

It will be noted that while the American proposition
of a common note was accepted by the Foreign Office in a 
communication of June 1, 1946, the actual draft of the 
note was approved,in a meeting at the~oreign Office on ~. 
July 8, 1946, attended by American, Br~tish and French 0 
representatives. The Foreign Office states that the t. 
document was not signed,' having been .drawn up more or II l' m 
less as one would a press release, and it therefore f; ~ } 1\) 
trusts that· the information contained in its enclosed ",\:,; ) !'.~ 
reply will suffice EO'~/the_~7partment's purposes. A;~i)'~ ; 

The De:R~l~~t':} ~ilJ.l }et~ll that the Embassy)~( tele- ~ "
gram no _ 331(2- of July 8, 1946 was transmitted wmissions ;1 
in various liberated and neutral countries fQ:r action. t~ -;
In addition, .as'reported in the Embassy's 3627 of July 24 ,\)
1946, the Embassy's telegram no. 3342 was on July 24, 194t 01 
also transmitted to Ankara for action. However, the 
Embassy's files contain very little information on action 0 
taken by the neutral and liberated countries as a result 
of the aforementioned common note. 

' ..... ' 
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~J:"~']:'neH~;;' s 60(ot July 24, 1946 to the Department 
, -~-,,~ 	 reports that this matter was taken up with the NetherlandS 


foreign office on that date.", ' 


, Madrid's l23l!.~'~' :~Jl; "~f,(t'~946 indicates that the' 
matter would be presented to the Spanish foreign office., 

.', goo \.:;:. ,; I~ ,;J..g L/ C, ITl.\. f( , 
Oslo's ,621 of September 48, 1946 reports that the 

"Nqrwegian Government agrees to directives outlined,in 
agreement of July 8". 

; 

No doubt ~he Department's files contain much more 
" 	 complete information on action taken by the various coun

tries concerned as a result of the Embassy's telegram of 
July 8, 1946. 

, 

In view of the nature, of the July,8, 1946 document 
the Embassy hopes that such details as the Foreign Offic:e 
and the Embassy have been able to furnish'willbe adequate
for the Department's records. If the Department feels 
that there is anything further which the Embassy can do 

,in the matter, the Embassy will be pleased,to be so 
,informed. 

~~~j
Walter Smith 

First Secretary of Embassy 

Enclo sure: (ttr"'" 
Foreign Office note of 

October 27, 1950 with 

translation. 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments 
to the United States Embassy and refers to note no. 259 from 
the latter in regard to the agreement of July 8, 1946 relative 
to looted works of art. 

The U.S. Embassy expressed the desire to receive, in 

case one had been signed, a certified copy of this document 

and wished to know in addition the, list of countries which 

subsequently subscribed to this accord, as, 'well as the date 

on which they agreed to adhere to it. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the honor to inform 
the Embassy that in its judgment the document known under 
the name of the Agreement of .July 8, 1946" does not constitute, 
as the Embassy appears to agree, a diplomatic instrument in 
the sense in~"Vlhich that expression is generally understood. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs considers in fa~t that 

it would be more exact and more in accord with reality to 

consider it as·the draft of a common note, which, at the 

time, was intended to record the agreement of the three 

allied governments. as to the steps which their represen

tatives should take as regards German-looted art objects

found in neutral countries. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs believes it would be 

helpful to recall the-conditions and the circumstances which 

appear to justify its viewpoint. 


, \ 
. As early as October 19, 1945, in fact, Mr. White of the 
American Embassy in an aide-memoire which he delivered that 
same day, submitted for the Ministry's approval a proposal

.'of the U. S. Government. The Department of State suggested
that a jOint d~marche be made by the United States,.Great 
Britain and France with a view to inyitingthe neutral 
countries of Europe, and Turkey to promulgate customs decrees 
or regulations which'would prohibit the exportation of all 
cultural objects valued at over 500 dollars and would require,
in certain cases, a license application previously submitted 
to the allied diplomatic representatives in these countries. 
The liberated countries were, on their part, invited to 
furnish the neutral governments and allied commissions for 
recovery of art objects a list of such objects removed from 
their territories. 

my note of October 29, 1945, the Ministry of Foreign

Affa.ir.:;? transmitted its a:greement to the American projecto 
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, April )0, 1946 J delivered 
''''-'In ......... 
 of State, in the face of diffi 

, e or the practical application of the' ' 
'" procedure ,imposed on neutral customs authorities, ' ,'.•.••,.•. ' 
reconsidered its initial proposal and submitted to Great, •,." 

'Britain and France a new and simplified proposal. Under 
the terms of this proposal J the Allied representatives were, 
by a common d~marche, to inform the neutral governments that 
the British, American and, French authorities had reached an 
agre,ement to ask them to search in their territories for 
art objects looted by the Germans and to prohibit their 
exportation. Similarly, the Governments of the liberated 
countries agreed to s end as soon as possible to the neutral 
countries lists of cultural items susceptible of having been 
the object.of. pillage or·of enemy traffic. Like the first J
this second -American proposition was 'accepted by the French 
Government which communicated its agreement to the U.S. Embassy
by note of June I., 1946 .. 

'Shortly afterward, there was drawn up the draft of a 

common note which was to serve as a basis for the envisaged 

all~ed demarche, and the definitive text was adopted at a 

conference which took place at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

July 8, 1946 which included the competent American, British 

and French officials. 


In order' to a void further loss of time; and in conformity
with the decis ion taken at this meeting, instructions (which
referred to the accord reached on the aforementioned date' 
were forthwith addressed to our respective representatives
in the capitals of· neutral and liberated countries. 

It appears that the use of the term "accord" instead 

of the more precise "understanding" may have caused a 

certain amount of confusion and that under these conditions 

credence was lent tO,theidea that a diplomatic agreement

had been made on July 8, 1946 between the French, British 

and Amer:i;,.can Governments .. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests the U.S. Embassy 

to transmit the foregoing to the Department of State and takes 

this occasion to,etc. 


October 27, 1950. 

Embassy of the United States
J 

Paris. 

, ' /' , 
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lnreplyrefer to 
I/e , 

~ dear Mr. PreSSM8,tH 

The receipt is,~wledged of your letter of Septembe!,,'10, 
1951, ' ~.1ating to the claims'of ,German and Amr.tr1im ,refUgees, 
who ,are' nollf: .beman cit.izens, growirig out ot these:izure of 
property during the Nazie regime. 

There' is, enclosed for your .information 8 general informa
tion sheet concerning .American' property interests in Austria. 
Ovmers ,who Viere deprived of their property~use ot the 
djs~iminato17'acts ot the Nadreg1me' we" eligible ola1mants, 
1.muer thevarlous restltut10n laws adopted in .Austria and in the 
WeeternZonesof, Germany and . the 'hstern Sectors ot Berlin, 
:trres~ctive at their nati0nality' at the time a:f the loss of 
the property. However; the time for the rUingot restitution ' 
cla~ has expired. A memoraridum on the' restitution legis- , 
lat!o1'lin the American Zone of Germany 18 enelosed merely tor 
your information. The, the for the filing of claims, youwm: 
observe ,expired on December 31; 1948. 

/:-) 
...-Ii'

With "spect to cla1nls forint.eJ'natlon81:ree1amatlon,)'Om' v 
attention is,invited' to ,thereoognlzed pr1riciples' ot inter-' 
natlona:t. la.w, un.der which one ution' ca:nn.ot successfully present 
a ~laim agaiJist another nation unless the claimant was' II nationel 
of the nationpresent:1ng the 'claim at the time the ela1marose.. 
The reason fort~a rtile is that anatioD. is injured through the 
injtn"Y to its ~~lonal and only the mjured nation .can demand' 
reparatiOns. It til. claim . should be presented, the respondent 
government WOuld invoke ,the rule. WhUe naturalization trans
tersallegiance t it does not transfer 1nt.ern.atlonal obligations 
existing at the time of naturalisation. The Department is tmable 
to state whether 'this situation may be modified in t.he German 
peace settlement and the A1lStrlanpea.ce tl."eaty. 

'11th respect 

Mr. Charles Pressman, 

Prince and Schoenberg, 


Attorneys 8rld Cotmse1ore, 

ll50uth La Salle street, 


Chicago 3, illinoiS• 
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'lith respect .to the gell&ral subject ofcla1ms of Amer:1ean 
nationals ariSing out of World war II, there is enclosed, as 

, of posaibleinterest to you, a brief summa.ryof the report of 
the War Claims COmiJdSsiQD... 

With respect to the procedure tor the ruing of war damage 

eJ.aw in Germany, there is enclosed a. copy ot a press release 

of April 20., 1950, issued by ,the Orfice ot the ilaited ste.tes' 

High Commissioner. . 


Sinaore1yyours,. 

For the Secrerary of state: . 

. i 

Joseph D,. Matre •il!Jeistant to the Legal Adviser 

Eno10aur8.'u -'. 
....... 
U)·

IJ L General Wormation sheet 
'. eonceming Americ'aJ1 property I 

interests in· Austria.. 
"2. Memoratim on Restitution, 

I~ber 10.. 1947. 
. -' "3. Brief Stml!llary of :report ot 


the War Cla1m:sCommiss1on. 

v4.. PJeess :r,oe1ease, April 20, 1950. 
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Departm~nt of Sta.te 
D. C. 

!, . • J> '" 

Legal Adviser 

KENNETH C. PRINCE 

SAMUEL SCHOENBERG 

SUITE 1500 


11 SOU"FH LA SAllE STREET 


CHICAGO 3 


DEARBORN 2·4217 

Washington, 

Attention: 

Gentlemen: 

We have had several inquiries ooncerning the 
possibIlity of suits against the, German and Austrian 
governments by refugees who are now American citizens. 
The suits, for the most part, involve el,aims for pro.
perty which was seized by the Nazis in their anti~ 
Jewish program. 

Unfortunately, we have very little information 
as to how to proceed in these matters, and we would 
appreciate any information.which you cou14 send us. 

, Very truly yours, 
. " 

PRINCE AND SCHOENBERG 

By: 

CP:pm 
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Anieri~an .Federation· of Jews· from Central Europe, Inc. ~p 
1 6 7 -4 B' R 0 A D WAY • Roo m 8 0 8 • 8 0 9 • NEW Y 0 R K 1 5)" N. Y. 

P:hones: Clrcle$·42SS • JUdson 6·3878 

Oo~ober 4, 1951 

RVDOLl' CALLKAIIII' 

CM'f"fM1< of 'M B_4 

NATHAN SftlJJ Colonel Henr7 A. Byroad. ~"",~.~
Pr,.ndntt Direotor ot,the Bur~au tor Ger.manAfJ$irs 

Department .ot stateHEIU,{AIf MULLEII 

Bxec, Vke p,. • .ndmf ' Washington, D.C. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

KVRT ALilXAIfDIIII Dear Colonel B7roade: 
Ll1IIWIO Allo" . 

RABBI LEO BAEIlWALD 


FUDERICK W. DOIICIIARDT 


F'lmDlIlIICK H. BRUNIIER 


Hvoo EJoUUUUCU 
 On '.I:?ehalt ot our organization and in 1l!1 own name I\') 
KURT M. FLEISCHHACKER I w01:l1d like to express to 70U my deep apprecia~ m 
MAIII/UD GEOHon 


RABIII MAlt GRUENEWALD 
 tion ot am sincere thanks tor the ,opportunity ro 
KVRT H. GIUINEIIAUK e'you have given 'us to lay before 70u our views 
RAIIIII HVGO HAlll! 


'RADIII JACOII HOFPMAII 
 with respect to the fulfilment of the internal. 
FIUTZ KAVII'¥ANN' restitution program in Germarq am some related -LIIopo~ LAIIDRNBERGIIR 
HAlos J. MEYU ' . matters. ~ 

Chairman 01 FiMftC. Com.It;"u 
ALPUJ) PRAGER 
, Secretary Ma7 ,I be perm1tted to reiterate here J1.13 orgall1z .........
:f
011. FIlITZ S. SCULRGEII 

HIIRKANN E. Sl¥ON , 
ation's attitude toward the problem; ot tinal jurisdiction in the fieldot~ restitution.' 0FlUID S. WEISSlIIiAN 

I 
As I already stated at our meeting, it is our , ~ 
cons idered opinion that, the cont1nuance ot the 
present Allied Courts of Restitution Appeals is -01 

. il!ldispe:nsable to guaran~y a fair and expedient
implementation ot the, restitution ltws. Ex
perience has proven that most ot the decisions 
rendered by the lower German Restitution Courts' 
had to be reversed because they violated or im
paired the rights', of the claimants disregarding
the pqrpose and t~e spirit or the laws. Un
doubtedl7 the, implementation ot the laws would 
have ,been muoh more detrimental to the vested 
rights of the claimants ,but tor theex1stenoe 
ot the A.J.lied Courts. Whether a law is good or 
bad not only depepds on its 00ntentS, but just,' as 
muoh on its implementation. We, therefore, 
strongk.r advocate the continuance of the present 
system as arES' change would mean as:erious danger 
to the tu.ltilment ot the restitution program in 
Germ.&.n:y'. o 

(JJ 
......... 
::0 

/IJ
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Colonel Henr,y A. Byroade 10-4-1951 
------~~--~.~----~~~-~-~----~~---~---

I take this opportunity to send you enclosed a oopy of 
our last bulletin, the contents of which might be 
at least in part - of interest to you. 

With repeated thanks f'or the great interest you have' 
shown in our problems I 

r.1 

Very truly '10r:s '. . 

~IN\ 0UV1 ~UA,.
Herman Muller 1 

Blhn1 Exec. Vice President 

1 enclosure 
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~merica~' Federation of Jews from Central Europe, Inc. 
1 6 7 '" , B R0 A DW A Y • Ro 0 m 8 0 8 • 8 0 9 • N. E W Y 0 It K 1 9, N. Y. 

Ph 0 n e 5: C.I r c1 e S· 42,S s. J U d 5'0 n 6· 387 8 

On October 1st. when the New Year be/lin~, Federation's President. 
'Professor Nathan Stein, ,will celebrate his 10th bitthd,ay. Since 1946. 
when he was elected president.' he has co':'tinuously deVoted his ,selfless ' 

,and inspidn/l services' to our cause., 'Endowed wi th /lreat' talents of,mind . 
and heart, he has /lui-ded our Federation with adirirable skill and effi.~iency. 
His 'personali ty has W'On for our Federation este~' and respect amon/l our,' 
/lroup lis well as within the lar/le fBmilyof Jewish or/lani%ations. His 
widee:JWerience in the field of Jewish cOl1!1rlUnity life here and'abroad has 
been B livinA source of stren~th and inspiration in the performance of 
our tasks. We /lratefully extend to him our heartfelt conAratulations 
with our best wish~s for many happy and prospero,",s years ,to come., 

SURVEY OFtEDERATION'S PRESENT ACTIVITIES 

\'
'~ Occupation Statute for Germany and Restitution 	 ~ 

For many, months' it has been Federation I s main concern to see, the fUlfilment ~,~ 
of the internal restitution program in Germanyguarantee4 after the ean~elation ' 

. of the occupation-statute' soon to be replaced by "contractual agreements" with ' 
Germany. Federation IS' efforts to this end were concentrated on the following' de
mands:' , 

a) The Allied Courts of Res~itution Appeals shalLbe continued to retain final 

jurisdiction in restitution cases. ' If an Inter-Allied court isdes1red, 

then it shall have separate chambers for the three zones in vieW of the 

f8.ctthat the zonal "restitution laws are. not conform; 


b) 	Supervision of the operation of the German courts shall also be' continued; 

c) 	All decisions; and opinions so far rendered by; the U.S. ,Court of Restitution 

Appeals shall remain in full force' and, shall be binding on to the German 

courts; , ' 


d) The restitution laws presently 1n: force shall not be repealed,alter(:!d,' 

,amended or otherwise changed without the approval of the Allied powers. 


It is with deep appreCiation that we record here tha~ our endeavors have been 

forcefully and effectively supported by Senator Herbert H. Lehman and by Congress

man Jacob K. Javits. In this connection we would like to quote from a letter of. 

the Department of the State to Congressman Javit~ (dated June 15, 1951) the fol
lowing passage: ' 


- I 9 ~ I TENTH ANN.! Y E R SA R Y - I 9 5 I 

~ ' " , .' 

'
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" 

II •••However , .this/(the replace~nt of the reserved powers in the Occupation 
.. Statuteby a ,series of. agreements with the German Pede'raJ. Republic) does not 

reqUire any weakening in .the :firm' policy of this GoveI'Illll.ent thattbe. 1n~erns.l 
restitution.. program. must be broUght to a satisfactoryconc'lusion',aridthe . 
D~partmentbeli~ves that thefUlf'illnent of the policy can and must be guaran- . 
teed under assurances to be obtainedfrc:nn the German Federal Government ..... 
This Gove,:r;nmentwill insist upon a direct Allied partlcipationl,n, the opera
·tion·'of' the (restitution) ;,program and.that _ricanofficials will. cont1nue 
closely.to .observe the handling of ca~es by 1fhe German .courts &ri(Will con-' 
tin~e the present systemof\reportlp.g to the Department." . 

.The rapid developne.nt. of' the~egotiations toward the nOrmalizati~n of .rela-·. . 
tions with Germany requires our full attention so that the, eyer growing tendencies 
in Germany to sabotage restitution .bekeptin .check.and fina~y frustrated. .' 

Negotiations with Ge.rman authorities on legislative measures'•. 

, Following the visit of DR. ~UDOLFq~:·.Clmirman·()tbUr Boai-dofJ)irec
tors, with Dr.Theodor~e\1Sa,President.of theqe~n F>~der8~ Republic., and . 
ChaI;l.cellor :pr. KOnrad Aderiauer; Fedez:a,tion I sE;e1=utive Yice.. pre,1dent .DR. IiEBMA!f 
MULLER is about. to leave. for Germany t() conferwi~h' official:" of· ..the. Gt;!~g6verri
men~ pn problems still unsolved and of special tOterest toibe group repreBe~ted 
by Federation. AmODg others the following items; will be th~ subject of the' f9rth~ 
coming diScussions: .. " .. 

a) Eqw,.Lization of Burdens L8.w. (Lastenausglei(:hgeset~) '" . .. . . 

According to the present draft law' victimS or: Bazipersecut10n. W'ould'have ,to 

participate with their restituted property. in the: equaliZation o:f.burdenSjre- . 

gardless'of whether they live iii or outside of Ge~y.::red.er.ation d~mands 

that these victiDll!l should be exempted from' this levy. It1sunfair to add' 

fl..ttther burdens to their losses suffered under the Jlazi resime~ 

b) Pension Claims .01' Foriner Gernian Civil Servants. . .' . 
Now that a· law settling the., cla.~ .. of former civil seryants who lost their, posi-· . 

. tions through Nazi persecution has been enacted .. for th6~.e living. in. Germany., . 
Federation will press for a similar law to be enacted without further delay for· 
the benefit of those living outside 'of Germany includ1:r:i.g former officials and 
employees of Jewish· communities ..d1ss01ved by the.·Jfazi. gove~nt. 

c) Co;mpensation for prQperty confiscated by th~ t1Reich"· '. .... ' . . 

The ;Federation· demands that the SovernmeIl,t of; ;the German Federal Republic as": 

sumes .the responi3ib11ity for th~ losses inflicted by' the fOi'iDer "~e1cll" through.· 

the' confiscation' of bank accoimts, secur11f1e~, houae,hold fu'rn1sh1llgs., jewelry. 

and other property Vhich cannot: berest1tuted 1n. k1;tldb~fcaUsethei were de.~ . 

stroyed or are.. no.ttraceable for any other ~ason,and giant ~9.equate coDi:pen
sation to the. claimants; . 


,i, .' , " ,; " " 

qd)' Transfer problems .' '. .:.' . . ". .... '. " .... 
At present the only legal method of conv.erting blocked.Deutsche Marks ,(Sperr
mark) into dollars is to sell onel.s.bloc~dDM-accoUD.tto.anot:b.er :foJ:'e1gner as 

. permitted by General Licence.N~.. 49 of March. '3" 1951. As·the exc~erate. for' 
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sudio: tr.an;sai:::ctiion l;iB,i;f8ir(~be'ibw ,the;Joif:;[c f'aili;:irB;te,:;l,the~\ie lSi:l:ma.b:tsii'isuffer~"a;"'cons i:d:er.~ 
a.ble~,]fge~~hiit'h:~ltOiI'ltiJlf;:atgl~~at l:mards~iPif"e,~pedail:~ly,:.,on tli'ose {In:i~:pbor~ l·f:LnaIic:l.aJ!:: i' .. '. .' 


situ.atilon',~.e~'l~'F,e,d'?~~t'i,qn~;,ther~:fo~e:r;:9:e:ma.nd'a1:;~;bl1a.t f:orlsuch'ctlaimant"s.:,ahd: for;;spe'c:i,f:.. • 

i c cJ.s..·!Ii1S"ia· m6're~,fav.@rab1:1el~a:nst:and}i~ratec,bf'I::trans'f.eir.,~ sha.uld 'be!,pr.o;v:ided:,·.'p,';";:;i';;::"'~· ,


,.,"' >:)<l>'<:":'" '-." ."".'~;<ta .•.., .•. ' .," ' . -, ~""';;1" '.;••,··~••.•••:n.. :,..,::.•. :,.. ,'_......'.,.':.....',.. ,~.,
\;/.1 .~ ja~,~ .X~,{i't,~ ~:. f'':,\':'!-~t. ·.L~~" > ,;.... ~: '.,.J ,,-,~, .," .

eY Gen:era:l"€la-ima'"'Lawr'~":'i'F "f if''':'(:''e"''','t' ./ '".'10' 
, ," .' ,"~\L:., . ,"'" .':~~'!':""""':;>" '~'~'.~'..(~...:'~, .' . _ ,~l."''' .• '~ ,,_,', ' 

In ·sp~ite;~i:O¥da:i.Gltie.ffdrtl!ll:i,to';;hay:~(tatl;Geri:er8:il:;,E:.:laima ';; Law..enac,tedncClr"einiri'g~ ailily , 

sta~e s'fc'o£.j:::,the G:e'rmSIl>::F§!de ral:iRe;pubi:ii:s:uF,h!::>leg1slatioli ':i,s~":stH.l.:lacking;,,in ,the 

Brit~a};),5.~Qner].of:LPcGupati on'~'~, 'Fe.9.eraM.oB';,.demandis::;that ,thl.W,: gap'peficil:os'edq:,:l:m~l 

med:b$:tc;!:ly' SQdt~a.£l:t,o;,·,perse,G:ute~,s)'who(emigrated 'from those' areas' shall·be .. given 

the'samestatuB as havepersecl.lteeswho h8d the1r.lastdomicile inlall other 

parts of west+rn q~~:q.y;:'i~d,\g.r~~t~·;r, ~Xil;~.l}~<'~f '" ',:1 ~.•., i' {,;;'" .'e 


Federation' s Uni'~ed Resit;:f::,tut'torl",o.ff:tce:' ,a'.ndl\illndemhi~:tcat\i·o~~,Secti'On ~. 
, . 

Up to the p1es~nt'{:hi~::url:ited:;'RJstftltitiddi:dff:et{' Ml:i~da:i~~r nea;'~y 50.0.0 in
d,iv::fd~lrest itU}lOnt~'E;r,~.l~1,;):q;~'f~h~<;i~,!;:~g,o.,ut,r~QQ,j.~i~ 1i'd!!,¢S~~:Q. !,:~~inBt~restit litcirs 
in the American ~one.'o.ne. third' of the latter have; .been broue;ht to. a isatisfactory 
conclusion•..The ~ .numbe:r)"of :~cas:s;'Bo;~)fa.I'i <'handled, b~ \the l "Indemn·lf4.caition,Section' . 
amounts to appro~dmat~ly .12,0.0.0.; (~ncluding· claims. -under the. Ber,lin Inqemnification 

_. :. , '1" l/. ~:~ ) :'.., '-1'1,14\ t" f:'. L 1,", ,"It<.&f' ~.!\~ ,Of. :. ."". ' 

Law). 40.. to '50:: .~laili:lahts·~a:I-i!!' ~recerved daily in our pffices; the. incoIqing omail,: 
averages l5o.letters ..pe,r, td~Yf·\"'f,·i;ii.\?}·.:ril;'i;':!':«1}~0 ':;:jd £.ii·~'Wi; 1{;f,,;"

(. !<,),.. :--',~."'''\,-,." ...'h.,,!i~~ff'·':i. '.<' , ~"'? '" /,'

t, ' ' , i 

, NOTE:', ,fA.17Jb;de'el·sion;si 6fi"tne'~A!l:ned,·!CQurt of Res1;.+t;Ution Ap.
peals as weil as other eXhaustive .material {necessary 


, . , , . ~'. :for';a:uproper prosecution of claims' (periodicals, com,;. 

' . .",' 

Di"entiir:t.es 1 etc. ) maybe ,inspected at Federation's 
I:;~.i' ·9ffac,efiJ1,).ppn~:p:re.:v;i\.oUJ3 apiPpin:~~rit:H~ '~i>~::':"' .. 

' 

,..',;, 

'},1,;;,) 

..I' 
1\i.,..".",_, ,. ,,:,,:., ',' ~ . 

:{~1:~'(:;': ~J~~~,~' 
' 

';\,;C,;:,' .. I. 

The.'·"Il~be.:rt~of' c.J.,~imB.Il~fJ, t,P:r§lfit;;i,Ilg f.r9~·i;~eder~* i(!)ntlif~ "ct~yitJ.e.s ,:; In,:~.lt!.;lef+~iJ;;d . 
of restjJu~~"gI;l ~!!d" in.c,ie.mn..!f~g.~~i9l}!/! 9.+rect;i:!:Y orr.~!l~lrec~lYi!'~C':1 i.fiI,:r:rap~p.ly', +Il~,~e~~
ing .. We. :Iquot.e..~~ge. :f,o:j.lQ'f'!n.s;:;..fr9.m tW9'i',of~Y~ ;le.tt;er,Ek': otl't~1? ,~':~:l<:lr}~p,pwe.c:.+!l'::ti9I). 
receiveCla.:r:'!3C e.n.t ;I,Y;'i,',C."· (,:< '·.<"i:.l"!· 'r: ; ",' ~,:;:"",::,;.;.:,( "'e 

:' '·~~tL:. :, \~, '~" 1:~':" ,:-:.~:,Y>~:i 'L,r. ,,~ ~ ~ .', '.: ,:; tf,'t~,{" ':. r:: 'J~ . , .~ , 

Mrs<~i'~'lq '.W •. ~ ," e::tof;;lf~l~S?~ ~~Flt:':111£b;l!r~~,ef;l":;;;"\,, . \, ...., 
II I finally received yesterday a check for $~: ".. from an American bank and . 

. ·r;,}hJt~.f-,.j;.~~.~,r.~*J¥~~ll~~:gtll~~~~,~~::,~~~'.iJ·..~:y;~;r~el~':;jS.RIl~,S,~~~j.;F\~]r!n~!!:,!~g:.,;~~~st,· '. 

. CO.~i::l' 9':t~ ij;2! ··,p¥~ri t:e.§,~*t~~!Rn~s~~l!l,f;l';~ t;fh~ ~hr~:l!b!o::7.C!?n~1g~~;~)leaD!ount . of. money 


. for·"a.:worKln€tpE!r8on~I am writing you~'t.'(r't}j'anlt·you:·,:,rhr all the help you .' 

anq"!Y0}l!':19f;f.ire. !.;~~e t~X~,E!~ded.to ~m:,~pd !f'w~t· ypli,~;!;,p ~9.~, tl1~t~ J;,;.9-?ljl"9,} . 

ta~e ~;::Y;01W:fl.~.~:P> j.t4:1~i} fq;t,,". g;raB-~§ld" ,d?!?-~,'~:re,*lly:::~ppr.~e'*~t,eJ"\ ~y~ryt:g.in:g you did .. 

Without your. organization I ,would have never been able 'to i-i~cuperate' any of 

,:h1!"lo~t-·S?,~6}l~St':.t~;1:~~ryu¥lY\~ " . ~".;Tr;.· )',l?:rl;.\: .:1'~' .~ ,;:'.i!)..' 


. Dr;'\:',I!)~~;~:(~~~IlIl:'~';~~~'~~~!i'~'~~!~~S~g~~i,\9,f;.:\gi~t'i;~"~~~;;~~/;;·~~~~~:~~\9;~~~fi~. 
th~, Bal~±w"9r~·:':~Ege,P:Ey:,G9~~~ee,'i~oli::I51d~¥JIl:;!:fJc~jt~o~j.c;J~J~~'o:fl~e;¥\~e~r:;~n. 8~.~~~~s.: ., 

TheA F~d,eiItI3.~i.op:i:·,~,~~p:df3~'~0'9,~y .i~s; ,:til:l:~':!la,.~:~p~~ly ,:x;~cog'~!~,e"d::p.~:o.~~t::!:r.:"~nd1e,;l{~:~; ; 
in ;tp~,..J:~e,J;qtJ,:.,9f,;;e s~t,~t:ut:1PIl.c~llji, ip:~~~~ti~~YJoP.Ar.:r~"AAs 'i'pie:tl,:.,;re,nd~;!i:i.::IlS). a 
reB:~\ :¥d, pr:?f?un4·s fitrv,ice,:. ,to ~~i~~~i:~h·P.HbJ:.!~'Zc;:!3:.Ild.;: r~:r:t!;QHJ:~'~;+:Y;jl\~$ht:t~9aS"AA!is 

or: '[~' ~,'. . ,.!~4 '.' . 

\. 

. . 
;. < • ' • ' 

.::::=:;::~:...:.::-..:~..::__~=:.:.-:'-=:-=:,::~:::,-'::'~:.:~:.~'~=:~-:'~-- ~-:- ""7" - •• ,,-_. ~ ...."< _ 
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Respite for Immediate Aid Tax 

Tht!'Minister of Finance 'of the German Federal. Republic bas issued a'riew De .. 
cree, dated June 4, 1951, regarding respite (Stundung} forthe payment of IlJIlIIeo:i~ '. 
ate Aid.Tax (Soforthilfeabgabe) by Nazi persecutees. While a previous decree bad.' . 

. t:il~fidy:provided· for ·a.respite if the persecutee hB.d a claim against a LaIid on' 
thestr,eIlSthof Indemnification Laws (e.g. Jews' Tax -Judenvermoegensabgabe 
dej>rivation'of liberty, etc.) respite may now also be granted if the persecutee 
submits prima 'facie evidence (Glaubhaftmachung) th.8.t he has a. claim against the. 
G'erinan' Reich on thestrerigth of restitution laws (compensation for auctioned lift 
vans, delivered jewelry, confiscated bank accounts., etc.) 

Indemnification for Victims . of Experiments 

The Jewish organiZationfiJ have repeatedly pointed out to the German Federal 

Government that many categOries Of'Nazi persecutees bave not been considered by 

the existing indeDinif,ication'laws of the La.ender~ With re.sard'to those victims 

who were used by the Nazis for so-called scientific experiments, the Federal 

Government has now issued a Decree, according to which effective assistance may 

be given in special cELses of hard.ship to victims of Nazi experiDients aleo if they


" . \ . - .'.! . . 

are now residing abroad and if,owing to lack of a domicile :Ifn Germany or owing 

to the expiration of the deadline 'for registration, they ;arelnot entitled to file 

claims on the strength' of the LB.ender ~ndemnification Laws. 


Restitution in Austria 

1) Deadlines for filing claims under the Austrian Restitution laws:' 

1st, 2nd and 3rd Restitution Law: Decembe'r 31,1951 
4th 'Restitution Law: December 31,'1952 
5th and 6th Restitution Law: December 31, 1951 
7th,Restitution Law: The deadline has been extended beyond September 26, 

1951j however the final,.deadline is not yet known .. 

2) Social Security 

According'to the mutual agreement.recently reached between the United 
States and Austria various kinds of. pension Payments (Invaliden,- Alters·;-. 
Berufsunfaehigkeitsrente and others)' will be maq,e by the Austrian ''Versi·~· 
cherungstraeger" also. to'cl.a:imants living abroad even if they. have acquired' 
'U.S~ citizenship. Everyone interested shouIddirectly approach the Versi
cherungstraeger" in Austria (in most of the cases the Angestelltenversiche
rungeianstalt, Wien V, Blechturmgasse 7). This agreement refers to private 
employees only, and not to former public servants. . 

3) Public. ServA.nts 

The Federation iB'preparing a survey in'order to intervene, together' 
with the World Jewish COilgres's, 'for a fair ar,rangementwith respect to the 
pension payments to former Austrian public servants who are iiv'ing outside 
Austria, regardless of their present citizenship_. . ;, 

,; 
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American' Association of f opmep European J upi~ts 

3~:.LIBERTY STREET 
RDDM 12115 

. NEW YDRK 6. N. Y•. 

HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

Rene' Blum October 17, 19~O
Armand Eisler 

Bernhaid"Spier 

George M. Wunderlich 


Mr. George W.BakerEXECUTIVE COUNCil' 
Officer in Ch~ge .Julius 8. Weigert 

President German Property Affairs 

Siegfried Geyerhahn "Bureau of German Aff~iirs 


Vice:Pretidem Department. of State 
Gerhard Jacoby .' Washington . 
Waller A. Kellogg' 


Henry Rheinltrom 

Angelo Piero sereni 'My dear Mr. Bsker t 


. Otto l. Walter 
#-" 

I tIlfm}:: you for your letter of October ·.6th in 
r~ply to our tel€lgr~}of September 26,1950. 

:~nclosed please find a 
.... Associat:i:onto High Commissioner John J • McCloy concerning the' 
·.samematter•. 

. As ou.I' Secretary 
... K,elloggwill be in. Washi.ngton next Monday, Octob,er23rd" 

,,;take the liberty of calling on you to further discuss' thiS!' matiiBr·.'· 
and related problems. 

lettery:ritten by. our 

TI'easurer,lfll".Walter A•.. _t ,\,~c,.· 
pe. d 

Yi:ll ..... U)
0 

- ~. "'.:rJ1'r,:-

...... ~',Qo ,~~~ 
Sincerely yours, to !'.:: -

Oi ",10 
AMERICAN AsSOCIDWN OFcrORN~~ EURc1?EAlt:jurUST 

. f"1 0 ' . 

.... ~;(".,J! ... ~. - -~OJ: 
/?' (,;<. . .'''~ ~ ~~! 

. " WI1"")'i" f'1 '~g~3'rn! 
JULIUSB. \tEIG_T. ,,~f.ti~··~·'}il~'

PRESIDENT .5::" .::.::-r~ 
. ;.r.l 

U'J .' ,oN' '..: '. (J~.

8 0 i;-
c. ,1>. ¥ 

4fif~': . , 

~,. 
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·~'4""able!;~~;iJW{.::&F,IMII''';''': 

.:',IB$'Ndi~'~jX:1Ip ''''.'' ":('~:')~~ot';:~~'C"'~
,:,"'.~'~ ;~':ii:',;:i;:J. . 

. . ./o~.tm&.ster I",,!«k 
,'. .: . ",}b·::.' !,:f{~->\::~'~,k~~~ :.:;.:t~~~b,1:..;;; . 

"~~ei!r~i,~~t~!:'~:'F ..,....,....,.': ..,' 
, ,~)'oU aOD~ .. nwn. otoureotions of our ZIf!JIIOnnc.tum 

.cc~rd.icres.utu'lon_\Ws of r. '19-.',,,.. 1fi'UI' 
.,le~te:r.f)f. i'ebi'ua1'1 23; 1950" W 'ook .";Sl". '7'0~ end. 
,~t81'7 ofSta'he Ilqa Aebiu~e~if~;.J~,~~)~-".~::. 

·~JI»ms· 1UlWOR'l lOUR 11i1'Dflcmro .. 1tBLDQUlD RUrtttll'ION. MATTERS to.' 

.. OIP~ WICH. WOm..ti ~IC4LtY INDBlSttrUfIOJl .0;. FOR lMlft.TWtlaAHD 


AKmlCA;N CITI.lSlUl:PiES~3'@ BI CUlt .~•.\fiL,~,,JQ$l· S'lROKQLY

." ...• . AQ.ADIST ALL SO~"'4~~y:~~:£;J;''i1' '. 


fi;i ,:::. ' ''' ,_ .1.",,:~'t,~~';':f.i,";;1:,~'~: " • " 

~;UKI(w:~~;t#zi~;'" ':\~r',l~ bJ the ~ York f!me., that 1\ .aintenctEKl to're
tUft! totheQenwn8 all. re'-S:tutionmattQl'B ·80tar·~~·· to tne 'All1~ 

Natl,Ol'.l8 Ut,the O~'J,$n,statute. Cllwullllfa"G· ....'l 8id excd.t(tment 

~~ .t.~ teftt,bot "houSitna. of Un1ted stlates Cit!...' eliii:laitJi~WJt1'u;. , 

;'loD._ M!.1ltu'1 Law' " andtibe Ime=1t1CBUOIl LaW tb_ ., 1:UmO~ 

mellt since the 11'bar1ltion of the BuChel't.'Vald and Daoh~ OoDOClvaUon 

Camp Inma\e8~ " 


~ cl.d.mant teals ami we .ire eomrin0e4 that 'the' full l"fHI~tlon 
or Oeraan ~" and Jur1dotlon 111 ~. fleldvo14ci __ ~ .. 
of resUtut10a it.self•.. the orpn1r.ed· a.u1d..reaUtutlora ·mcmaea" 1111'~' . 
1s eon8\...q, .plnl~,~,~ '8l.Ki_1ij.d ._~.~ •• :the 
~. G(Ntm'lJll!m\ .·Parliament .1~ to ou~ ·~,.the"'.~t . 
leg1alatlon _ to eDtEMii~le it \0 a po~ \bat ,1t woulc!' be 'practiCallt

'., liionhle"a. m,,_ the abOllt1r.m Of ,the"Court of Re8t1i1dton A,ppeale WO\Ild "" 
. gi". thelsreenlJ.ilit to \he Garmaneovt.s «1mderprefumre oft.he..u
, 'netil~utlon movement) to ~ their .firpnemll1 ~1ale.tt1tu4e. 

. . p~t ot the C~ ibtot1ons l1ss in the tIl\d1sputed tact that the 

.new G~ ~&\tt of' th&aQu~SATIOli.8 Ol~ BURTJJi:NS LaIS,. deliberately _ts 

, tIW .~tiOD fot OiU..nsof the Wied 1&'10l1Il .alth~ thia vaa atin 


eonte1n_· 1nthe pr.,..atorr·mBalNres. ot' the IlSotortlUltegeoet8D ":v 111 

toro'., 
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october 10, 1950 

". >">:"H;:,,~,W±sb to d;N.w. 7011Z attention to the' taet that thecd~.F '~i~';i: , ...•. 

: \~,'tIOtUi1 ',also·· be a reveraal or the polley of this COUDtryU".sted 
··',$Jl'~~~"h-eat.7 vith It&lJr:f1Jld '1nthe recent njecrtion bi""t'bitl""'" " . 
;~~~~Clf3~~te ot e.n~an.~t~~ to leave the ·raatitl.\UO!l 

,.. ', ... PrObl._1ri Autrtan hut.4sJ~tJje drGn. q£ "he .Am1t.riaJ1'P~:~a_• 

.. .... ·\~.~a~=5:r::~tEZ.~"~·i~ 
Vffl"'J 1"0specttUll1 you... ' 
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In reply refer to 
GEA~ 

' .. , .\ 	 ',j 

I ~., 

I I !.{) ! ' 
My dea.r Mr. Muller: 	 I ~I I I ('t~' ( . 

;. Ii, I t ", !, : .:". :J,- "," ; 
Aoicnowledp.ent i,.fil;JIl~I.il",of;~ht'tf~~ipt· of Y"..JUr latter 

of October 4. 1951, restating yOur org&n1zation's opinion 
that the A+lied oourts on restitution should be oontinued. 

,~::: "t ,:::\ {;, -'. 
The Dep&rtli1Bn:ti,:.:hI~ v.cry ,gnd·;e~~~·,~.:Qon.g~8~n;Jay~t". 

:for his af'forts :bcY)br:tng' tQ'gI!}~er /,th:1t ~,::()rgan.ilatt:C!;)n.s .",:" 
'interested in 1l!1.ilertud: 'reri1wtiQu and .ror;, the:'::OPP9~ti' '..'. 
to me etand diaotiD the', pre;bleins ...nth 't;heJne ' It ........, Q~ 
hope tha:b the lIIS'El!t11ilgnaa';reatilted ,4.n a'ffu~l. ~StM~gl: 
among all partUsj, i anQ1BO it 1s with regret that we note 
the:t'lli'l's ati 11 . some divergenoe of views IiJ1lOllg tho orgmni-· 
zations. It would heip~ tlie'~JlGpa~nt:"in'1ts '81'i·o~t:a!i"to.: 
press the intemaJ.;,:;"~stitiit:ik»'ii,pFogri.m";:tU)' Ii; W:od'aaatUl';:t 
oonolusion if iib:e' ·w.r:fou'8·,;.orgal!l1za:~lons·.;Oi)Uld .00 ot"41ri.at e; , \ ..' 
their views. 

! :,. 

, 	 \ ;. 
,,'. '

, . t ... 

J:I-f. 
·,,.Ii' 

/fJ,6'; tJ'" 
! .' l;iJ 

',",; 

; 	 .. .i, ~,; ." ~ " .', ' 

Herman MuJi~:r.('~~,., ...., '.. '. . 
Eilteoutiva,~it;o.e .. ~~1q.$~~..:· .·i' ...... \ . : 

Anw~~~ t~d,~~at~~xi of;'. j~1IJ 
tro~ ge~'?r'.'1 :~~epo'!' .Jnc. ': 

'.ROOlll, 808 .;.' e l:1 " . .... , 

.", , ". 1674 	Broadway. 
New York 19. 

,'''''t., 

.', ,""' ~~. ". p • 

~ERIGEAIGWBakerlgw 10/17/51 

, \., 

"CJ .,"en·'· 
"'~""" 
.::.~.:'." 

, . " ..	".~ 
'.". ~~;.: 

N•.Y'e; 

10-500 

ro m 
f\l. N 
• m-. 1')-. • 

-~ --
........ .fA 


........
0 
.1 . -
~ 0 
01 I 

~ 
01 

.,'-
-t:.";" 

-':< 
"'-':" 
r;:., . 

DECL4SSIFIED' 

Rny 	

338971• .' '-=1 
: r.'JthontyNIJD ~ 30ST>, 

.., 
; BY' J~ I..'ARA D~t! -:ii/CO 
" 	 ~ 
~----------------~ Reproduced at the National ArchNEIs 

http:ot"41ri.at


In reply refer to 
GEA. 

~y dear Mr. Millensont 

Mr. Javits talephonedmc on October 12, 1951 in refer,mee 
to continuing requ~sta 'from certain organizations that'he press 
the Departmsnt to demand the retention of l..l11ed restitution, 
courts in Germany. We agreed on the line which the DepartnIDnt N 
would take in replying to similar requests addressed to it. m 

N 
In BOcordance with N~. Javits' roquest that copies of such • 

replies be sent to his offioe, there 1s i9nolosed E'. oopyai' a 
letter froln the Amerioan ,l"edcration of Jaws fr0111 Central, Europe 
and of our reply. ! shall send you copies of any further ~ 
correspondenoe of t;hia nature. 

. r Sincerely yours, 	 '~ '",,) 0 
I 

I\') 
I\') 
01 

Geof'frey ~'lf. Lawis 
Deputy Director 

Bureau of Gorman Affairs 

."" 

v 1. 	'I'wo oopies letter from 

:Mr. Herman Muller.. Amorican
'\ 
l"ederation of Jevi/'s from Central 

Europe. 


Two oopies letter from 

Depai:tment to Mr. Herman 

Muller. 


Roy M1l1enson, 
-.:::..

Legislative Secretary to 	 .' 
"'--......,the Honorable Jaoob K. Javite .. .'-.. 

House of Representatives" T:J,, 

'IV 
\'-.1 
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FR0M ~855 . 
'DESP. NO • 

TO . . . TUE DEPARTMENT OF STAT,E. W ASU·I'NGT.ON: 
• \ i "' 

\ \. '. 

REF You;rJI.-1631~ l!ovec.ber 23, ·l95l I" ' .•.• ,: 

SUBJECT:· Compl~!in-t',9f Mr., Kal'l HeifE:l1berg agaihst" JESO, :ak~. ;,.\. 
. \,.,,1 I. >". ",,\'; ,·,f

/ 

" ... ·" .. "'" .: 

" 

I' \'J .!;, \,' • "I"
),;\(,' /I • .,. '-':\ :).>,.' 0 'J,..... 

\' :;'urther to our despatch tJo.174~f Dec8r:.ber
Qi1, 19~· "". 

l'oJ:lowing iG an extr act from a stGtc;;,OlT0 whioh JHSO S~bmii .' '~',;iiICI:::"U;:J 
r:E!l"}~~{ t.o ,an incluiry as t.o the policy and proced1.U'es E;qverning $.50 
Tf:8nts with indivi<us.l l'estitutors: J~~... ' . 

lilt should. be noteCt at the outset tl:cut no 
an ul1~,viJ.lin6 r03tilutorby the JTlSO. Both parties have full" ,'':'~'",!lJf,., 
Germ/in, courts ,t-lie U.S. Cou.r.t of he6ti'~,uti0n llppe~\ls' where the 
L'Ie examined on their mm'its end a decision ren(i.el~e(~ in accorchmce 
esta"olishcd ~)l'inclples of United Stctes and Gerr.:an law. 
therefore :fully protected 3gciillst rilly possE:le UlIl'ea£OJlablenessoll 
of the claimant. 

One of the earliest :policies 8.:;tablishcd b~7 'the JUGa was to enc01.u'age. 
3mic~;lble sett.lepents wherever possible. Tlle JT:SO pr(lcec~t1re is to have the. 
"'l'oper'~"'; """·;-'r!:r';"'t~d ,b-;;' '.:' 7',J'of"C'<'ior"'1 Ge"l'('<l11 D:-nr«i"el' after allowili.ry;'
~iecTuct~~n;~'for-the (i:3~}~~.u~ce ""~~ er;~um'br~;~~es /)'~n:~r~veraents 'made on t.he PI":·. 
ty "11':' ",'''''-r ",moun"''''' 11""~ .:: .-,.~ .f·l·lA I~rG,e c"J.· C"nor~al O·r' tllP. .';'0"1·'T1e·I' .Te\:w'''"l O""'ler' t"O'c:, ....', Q.i.J.i; ",• .1;. tn_.:.~ ........ .J..l~... q I.J \",!..~, ~-l Q..;"... J. __ J. . ,t".' ~ ~-,-)wI.L ~'iJ.. ,. " . 

offer the restitutdre. 2C1j~ discount for [l, prompt sett1e);;ent. ,Although the 
t ~"" r,c<"""';.:me· ,-~. v"lue ('i'l··,1·'8J.··'· c1 ·"CI't) ,7c' '1""1"'1"" .... '·',..,·It ')r..)c,~ 1e"'s ·"'·1'1"'n the f";J.·r'JU.,/lt, C\lo.J\tw.oIv),.lI-JJ J.,tv c.;, ,J.:.L l.ll~. \,,11-1\1'; ..J....:.' ,,-)'::;I.. ~.:;,.J. \1 ~;',:;v\,. I-"ri~; .,:.J I) ..:.. 1 ...:;:, 

f:1C:rket) pTice, c:cl:,el'ience b.38 shovr.n th:::t 1.::J.tiJil~te JHSO settlemel~ts 'average 
only ",bout 65 to 7CJ;£ of the asses:.leQ vulue 0 In cases where theorigiilal 
tr\;U"sfer took li1ace before ,s.::ptembcr 1935, JIlSO scttlel:1ents average less :than 
157; of the assess8cl value 0 It is common }~now1edQ'e thf.t aftElr 1938 when the 
nazi 1,rograJ11 for the 0):tr.r;ilination of the' Jews b~c~u.:e open and. notorious, ' 

;f ,............., ai1Y price offered a Je1.'lisl! ::;elle1' c1earl;7 roflected the prevr;:Hinl;;: G-erman 
~el1ti118nts. Yet the::c'e are h1in6rects .of JF:.30 settlenents a<', a nricelower than 
wh",t the' Ges".:.apo was p'epc:roc'\ ,,(,0 approve. 

~r 

! 

i:r.n\['oe 1,'!eJ1"tha1/0£" '1 COLFJ)JEJ:7I'I..;:L·, 
PREPARATION TIME":.:.:REPORTER (S)/ SectIT'ity I 11£orrriOtiQll . 

. ACTION COPY~·-~>DEPARTMENT·OFSTATE' .. ' ·';:;ti· 
.The actlo~ office mU'lt return this p~rmanent record COpy to ~C/R tiles with an endorsement ot· action t~~~n. 'I' ~', 

11 

,If 

.338973
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.:~ /"/ "', 	 -- ...-------- 2-HICOG 3,f.D G(;DESBJ?~ 
'/' 	 . "i:~::\. 

.. '. .	 I:~i. 
~ . 

/1'/ . We have no inforuation contradicting t;Le~'~ct8 S8::, forth in the nbove -;\ 
".:/ 	 (~uot;e(1 stetement of JHSO. In this connectioll it apl;oe.I'G of interest that· vre' .y\, ! 

have recently recoived a i1llr:bol' of cOl;::pla:t.nts ago.inst the "llessische '1'reUhand\ i 
Vel'lvalttmg Gr:',bEu, an a:J."ganizntion establishod to prosecute., on behalf of Land. \~\ 
HesGe those rest,itution claims v;hich .m.SO assigned to ;thnt Lam', .1.lJ10.er the recent- , 
ly conclllded bulk sett.ler::cl1t. According' 1:.0 tl:.l8Se compl[;\int.s, settlclllent terms ' , 
of tho IIHessische Treuhal1Cl Vervi,ztl-!:,ung C;;~bII't are in :301f:8 cDses' oven harsher than .~ 
'~,he JESO terr::s of scttle::;ent. 

, /J~ 
..-1 out 1'1. 	 .Kell~ 

Counsel 

33.8974RG 
l=ntry COr., r9'§'(J"~~!;!~1 
File ~6',1.n4 Ii,,; . 
Sox 	 'li(j)?(~~fJ1 .~ 
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DES;PATCH 

. THE DEP·ART.MENT OF.STATE. WASHINGTON.TO 

REF Your .A-16(1, ITove;;lber 2.3, 1951 

SUBJECT: COT:1:~lldnt of ;';11'. K::l:d neifm'loorZ 3f;;(;;i~1~::t .•:mso 

I 
;~L/"j ; / 

-,.:,<,'C, "'r1~r~<;''''~ -',1·"t ~·'1·:q ",.,..1'+·10(" <::0"·','" "'e(,1,c.: "'GO ·~o ;t~·,(') ""t'i<:_~ D'f..;l~h.......".'..V.,.l... ......... )..) L'.d.<,;.. v.I..;...... '-' ..... '-' ...... l- J.~.-" ,. , .. i..'-' c....l :) V _~,; ~(,.~ ..1.. .... , ______
t

f action of i:\llconcerned. '1.'ho lett.el' Y'irit"Leri l:rJ PI'. HBIl":~'::::SRG (c.ated . A GER*';Z 
Octo1::'01' 19, 1951 renD..teel from r.!iI,:':;,'cu6.in;:; ;ll~[jO' s 10tter dated Octol)8l" 1i , 195L C ~4 
I ;'l t'.rl"+' 1ei'1-er iP;:O "~·"+L")(·i·.. +h·:!t. l.'.f.' t 11C T:··,~;fC:'11'oe1·r7 cla';',' u:;::"l·1 '1r..'t V'1""]1"'r' W,"lS T.. ........, .' J J t,-J. .. !.") I-' ~·t.., .. v . ·v"'_ ...·• " _ 'J. ,.. , ..... _ • _ _ U ..... J.t '-'~_~~' •.• 1,...v __ ~.... -. 


c'oti"1-" . ('C1 IT7 ,... ~c:l·; ""'''''PO'lt of__·pr,.r'J.:~ 10 ,\..Inoo t'le J-;::SO_.. f"E' ('or_ it.s <"c'I"J'ice , lle_I..:.,..> .) ...... \,..,;t-.M _ ;""'"',,/ ...1 J. ,.. '.'" ........, ' yroule'.. 

Dr? 1,000, if, hovl0vcr, t.he 7)rODerty YielS restitutod, tIle JIl.SO f(:;e wo;.ut1 be o 


10,000, bazed on tho valllC ~f the ;;)l'Opol't.yof PI! 51,,000,. mld cncloc:eu a 
 N 

s chec1ule s~lm{ln[~ 'how its fees V/8:;:'e con:'uted. A copy of t~'ie JI;..so DO-;-,t,lc'::lcnt 

~;ci:Jec1ule isatt'::lched. JT:SO replied. to E:r. Rd;fenberg's letter of October 19;N DCR 

1;'51 1:::7 lottor d[)t.oa Octobel' 2i~d 1951 'iritLt wld.cll VIii::; el:.clo[;ed '!~,l::lC: neces::,ary F L 

ctOc::U':l8nt::;:i::'or ::.:iC)'lc.hU'8 by Frj:'. Reifcm.berc' 2 mother. B~.:' lcH,ur of' October .31, 0 
1951, Hr. Reifonberg apolocized 102' :~:iE. el"l'Ol' (;\1]6 rottlrned t.hE;! 6.ocm:ient.s duly 

i--· 
I 

." 
,~ ... 

cyccut.ec1 b~/ 1',is ;'other. . \ : 'j " 

rending receipt of :;i}\ccif:tc in:C'ol'!'l;:\tion concerninG. the .TI'.SO t.er:':G of 
l.E:ttler::ont, ""Ie arc not in ~ :~:os.:i..t.ioh to d:tscUSG conc1u;3ivcl~7 t.rw ct;:,f,8;:1{':1nts 
L!Qde 1:.':;,' the? Ge)::"1(,n LaGl1c1er off1.cia16 in conJlection. t'rith t.he ~SO o~:fr!:1tion. 
rto'~;""'l"f~\')"i-"'~ 1'i ,':I' r.'e~··j~I"'·:·;' 1 '\, ..t t O·I.)"f:.:O'""lVG'C~ +,].',:",";', ~D;30 'Y'l' -!·l}(=; -:rC"''',\,7 l' ...;~l., 1'Y.....;") o'f 'l.-J. c;V .,1J., "'., .... lJ-_.... C, .;.; _.. '.,. i..~ .......-f.i' -' _.... .......... _"" .... ~,... V,} " ....... \i.i~ "i .... (,.lI .......... !..:..: _ Lj~ 

opeJ.,.~:;tiOl1 :LiJ e:,:1-~o::e~~~ 7,0 cr::~-t<Lcisr:."t frOL'l -:lariol'tD Clllarter:::;. I~·!. }ll:!S. beQ11 our 
e::~::,)erie11ce t.ll~~.t i::'"t::ch cr:Ltic::sr:1 fIteCU(::11tl~r Oi.rt.· o:Z t.Il0 e}~,el"'ci3e. of ·'t.lle 
-,-.-1 :':11+ r= ,;:'" .", it "'(i +."'/''' "S';1CCC"'· c:()'" C'l"'~"'l;l.·";"'t"O'l" """'['10" 1~~r::. T. ""! 1:"0 J:)O ..··«t'l'E)1' t'j" <Ill_ .... v-_-I--: .....;1 .... U~" .' ..... ~ .... ~ .. ~', .j. ..... \  J.. • ~.:)li",.i .;;,.I~i"".'" ..."'110\. ... _ '4'~;; ...... u ......... ,/ .J.I,A l.l_ ... ;.;.4 

tl'0 F f.'l')r'0
" 

in yr''l,j Cl 1 t 1'"07 ''1'''' er d'orcr:'0 1:.1", l~GliQv<:' t h·,·I brOJ, '!>,. (';,~ r"'l'':':E·n·t'~'' of. "'_ .~\:"J: _J. _ .J. _ .. x. I__ t-".,. L • ..., ._"_ ~'-'~. uv·') * • . , ".' L. w'., \,;. • ...,~....I..~_; ..... ..; ... ~. ~. ~ 

JIl~.iO cl~"i;:,',:;: to the I,ucnclel'tcl1c1 .to r:1ininize tho i:L'rH':',~:,iol1 on(~ tLCX'6i'OJ.'e 
EICOG Sll.'~;:,O:t't:3 . ansa efforts :L ·L.]lif; ret'roct, I'~,\rticu.lQrly, uS in Hosee and 
DrflU')J1 J17.SO has i'0'.'! c1[d.ms ren:::inil'lii other tl1illl thonG ag:::in:Jt tho fteich. 
:::o.r1y this El0n

J"n, .mso ontered. into:(1 bu.lk ~.:;:et.tler:(311t agreG;.:0nt Yi2.t.h Wi..1f.:r'ttem-· 
be~'g-Bc,den.'l'hc (.;ottleFcnt Yiith V1l1.0rtt0L:bor~2:-:8Cic1en difff::re6 fron thQ:Je J:1<?c'lo 

. '!.'ith IIosr:;c Drer;;ol1 in tlJ,:\t 1'JEo:'ttenbc:rc;-~:ic1ol1 nill buy the JT(SO clak,s 
aC8im;t tho T~oich. Jr:20 entc~rt,<:dn::: hopec for n hll~:i~ ucs:;:::;nn')Dtoi' mony of"its 
clair~5 lil. Land Env;:.i~iQ. 

If there aro T1eUOran(~a of C011v81'sn"",:Lons' o'r l'oport.i mwlo ii1 co;:nec'~,ion 
,.'::1. of t.he Lf!OnUer ofi'i c:i~ll[ :],0£e~"J.'od t.o in 1\.-1631, co~)iec: of 
t.1~e?:1 ~."Jo'LLl(~ be of' con:::idF:r:J.:'~,l(;': t::id iil r<:Jletirig O'i.U'\ i.l1i'or~;-~t:~;,ion t.o tl1cll"' 
::;t • Itl alP event, '~h8 l'.~;mJ3S. of thc ofi':i.cinl/:) \101.'116 aGEiitt. 1.18 ill 
,., , • • (.< 'I ~ ' ... ~; .... 

eVal1..1.Gtlng thell' reDi.:Il"W, l):,;;rt.~cUJ..arl:r, a:.:: '..i0 hnvG fotU1ct I1(:\nJ~ Gcrr,:c!!1 o:Lnci"lls 
!.:,00r1y or in!lccul'.c',tely iri'0l'111ec1 • 
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In reply refer to 
\ 

GEA 262.1141/5-1252 

"}"'. 

""'r' 

~:': 
IJ) 

My dear Dr. Eisler: b 
0 
Q 

Referenoe is made to your letter ot May 12, 1952 concem.ing fi 
(1)

indemnification to the ;former' inmates of Na.zi concentrB,tioncemps. l:S 
<+ 

~ ....You ldll recall th~.t at the meeting of Jlinuary 8, 1952 with 
tfl

representatives of your organization nnd the Axis Victims League <+ 
I::d 

sented at the negotiations on Jewish claims ~~ich at th~t time had • . .I 

the D'epartment explained that it v.'Ould not pEl.rticipate or be repre
(!) 

::dI 
not yet oommenced at· Th~ Hague. 'fhe Department elso pointed out (!) 

crt ::!.that it would not sponsor any particular representBtivegroup having·· - t::: ,;:,,;I-j 
'.1,a special interest in these ppoceedings. 'l'heDepartrnent, tbereforel'.. ~ ~ 

(1)

did not promise or give My assurmnce that your organization .would . - 0. 

be invited to the negotiations by the German Government, and the "" H 

statement in your letter to the contrary must have been the result ~:. UI 0 

of l'!! misunderstanding of the Dopartment' s position on this point•. I 

l\)'fhe question 0,£ inderilnification to victims of Nazi persecution 
01is fundamentally f.l moral obligation resting 'With the German Govem-., 
I\)ment.l"or the reasons given at the Janue.ry a meetinG.. the Depart-· 

ment does not copsicier that an imposed settlemant would represent 

a satisfactory solution. On the other hand, the United States 

Government believs.s that the (Jerman Govern.ment should take all 

appropriate means consistent ~~th its capabilities to solve this 

problenl. With respect to the indemnification lawa, which are of 
primary interast to your organizB.tion, provision is made in the 
cO!1tr,~ctual s.greements to ensure that the le gislation "ill be 
enActed for all of' Western Germany Vlhich will be not less lavol"- . 
able than the General Claims Laws now in force in the United . () 
Sta:esZone of Oecupation. The Jewish organlzaM,o.ns n.egotiating f:'J.' 
at J.'he dague are' also concerned with this matter and sra endeavori1l,g 

to broaden and supplement the present la~'S in order to include cla:i;~s 

now excluded. 

Dr. Armend EislerI' 
K. 	Z. American ASBOciationl' 
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With respect to the question of the Jewisht'1estitution Successor 
Organizatif.'n's assign:!.ng 8 portion of the proceeds of heirless property 
to your organization, the Department explnined in its letter of ' , \ 
November 5; 1951 thp,t the funds derived from heirless property were 
limited and 'V,ere being utUized for the primary Itasks of rehabilita

' \,,,tion end resettlement of Je~sh persectitees. 	 " '] 
Sinoerely yours, 

F'or the Secretary of Statel 

/,., 

GeorgeW. Baker 
Officer in Charge 

German Property Affairs 
Bureau of German AriElirs , 

,i'. 

i i 

'I ',' {' ~< 

..~j 

'! 
~1:'A €i .1S"l;"". 	 I 
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, BE-Mr. waller ' 	 MB\Y29, 1962 

GEA-George W. Baker 

Letter of May 12 t'romDr. Armand Eisler 

In the attached letter of May 12" Dr,. Eisler is asking that oertain 

oonditions be imposed on Israel in oonneotion with any settlement which 

Israel may make with GennaI'lY'_ I believe this letter should be answered 

byNE. 


A brieta~count of D\Y correspondence Sn:::l\ meetings with E1sler ma.y: . 

help you in answering the letter. He 1s Jewish and is almost fanatloal~ 

anti-Zionist and anti-Israel. He has tloode4 me with protests against the 

negotiations 1n The Hague. probably beoauee he was not 1nvited. .ItI.. 

January heoame to a meeting in llW offioe alcmg with representatives' of 

several Jewish organisations. and he beoame so emotional that at one point 

1 feared he was going to attack til. few of the partioipants physically. His ~-:, 


(.'organization is small and impeounious.He is rather a pathetic figure. but .c,; 


I am afraid we must regard him as a pest and orank. g 

<Tt... 
""....'As an illustration of the diffioulties I had with him. 1 8m attaching 


for your infoJl"mli.tion h1.s most reoent letter and ll\Y reply, whichl should ~ 

t:Ilappreoiate YOU1" sending on to OR as soon as you have read 1t. ' In the futUl"e .... 


I plan to makit onlyreutine acknowledgments of his lettere. If i 'bre to 
 ransvrer the, letter of May 12 whioh I am torwardiD£ to~you, I should simply 
~' 


state that the ,Department has noted its oontent. 
 •.. 
,1., " .rJ'"'
lt~':·' ·•f ,I 

• 
"Attaohmeubs. 

l) I.etter ~ 12 from Dr- Eisler_ 

2) 	Latter __ 12 from Il1:'- Eisler 

and reply. 


\ I 
..! 	 073413i." 
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, ... '1 ....._N·ASSOCIATION Of fORMER 1i'lMA.~~~. Qt: 
...,.,.....-. . . AND OTHERVlcrlMS Of NAZI P.. '....c...;,'-'-7-'~i7:;-7:~~ 

.., 252 WEST 92ND STREET, NEW Y.ORK 25. N.Y. .' 

~" :'ICE HOURS: MONDAYS ANDTHURSDA:tS: 5:30-7P.M. 
~r.-1,.A...Q...oo\""""JI. ' I TEL: SC 4.9m .. ':"1 

'" 

Gi)/ 
.3 6 {), I () () 4f!l:J., ~ '1 f/ ~ 

6ft( ~< G) 0 

. " ,. ~ " 
<1' ': -! J>. c+ ::u. 

"'''f~rav81Y conoerned about the dealingS' Off'flthe BO-Called--- ~. g
'7:~'{;';D;ier8nce with the German delegation in the :matt~r of i . 

.• t.:~.:: .::'1{:\::;: 3: ~».Ltion of viotims of Nazi persecution. ·Our· position was I\i)' a 
.Y:i &;. 'in program of dEllZlands sent to the Bundesk8l1z1er m f! 

.... , 

/Y'/ a 
f ~" .. ': 

\;1" ,/1. . ,auer as a response/to his declaration of willm;gness to.,· I\) co 
. .. -:', \':" ;.-' "~~jj:.(tl~"'Jl:h!ate the:.i,JljurieliJ hlflicted by the Reich upon the Jewish; • c+ 

Emest\F~d~rn victims•. AC<opy."of the elaborate program of moral' and material f:'- r. 
Dr. Theodor Fuch~ ~aims. conoerr.iJia' ihe: Jmericenviotims' is in the haru:lsof '. ·\i'...... -. =:I
Macgot Gladtke (SI sterhoo ..." D " '. .,. . 'i i:' . . .' ..:. 
Ri•• H..,o., Elinbs.", • Goorge .Baker in char,e of the Ge...... dh:l.oiOD.. ... . 'I' ~ I.'.· 
:g~'t!e~~r~~ 1--~":~Q~.I It is a matter of record that we· are ~ret>~e8entative tor the \~i ....... .,.'.

~lb';:N~r:!-:tel'j~IJ\ moet 1nciigentcategoryof Hitletts victiias residingnol1 in this i!. 01, f1I' 

Ema Tuchler if oountry.We are, indeed, the oldest group of ex-inmates of . ~1~; I ~I 
. g~.~~~~rt:':~mburger concentration camps embracing many thousands of .these unfortunate ,I\,) . 

Prof. Arthur F. Petersen individuals, and we have been, from~945 on, the spokesmen for ..'. U1 

RepresentatitJe~: these victims.. of totalitarian terror claiming the guaranties by' .... 

MaID''(jn~ inte%'national law for enfore EIIZIent of human r'''''tsanci- freedoms.' . . f\)
4710 Pickford St. Ir>" 

Los Angeles 6, Calif. ':5 
toti'!n~I~~:A~e., I:n this connection, Jlr.Secretary, we lIay pohtto an article_.._~ 

White Plains, N.Y. in. the He'll York Times of JUDe a, 1951aoknowledging the stand taken . !")~~,:~,'. 
Dr. Otto Lewin, by our nation-wide group against international slaver,.. HerewithH,220 Elmwood Blvd., ('), 

York, Pa. we support strongly the foreign policy of the United states and the", .:BYj 
,Guido Schoe.nhof, basia values inherent to it ' UJ ,. '\'~ .
806 West Ene Ave., . ' •.'. ............. ;hl 

Philadelphis, Pa. . ,. . '"..,4. ',' '. I'} 
~i7~' ::nd::,' Easd~leveland We could h~lp the enactmerit of the so-called indemnifioati(,)11 laJfD " '.~ 

.'. Cleveland 6, OhiO - General Cl~ 1-al1 - a8 enacted by the Deutsche Laender, Wberea~;;;Z ,... ':~~ 
other organizations ,were primarily concerned with the restitution of lIT'! . '~ 
identifiable property. ~un_~...!...!!.!:!.~-hand_~.erieno~,~.~e '6", :~ 
are awar~~_~!.~~!:~.J......@1.g._p'!:.~!.C!~_~g:lx__,~ll.m~~~!L!!"~m .' ~:s 

, . ~elj UIlsatisf'ac~:I. M~y aged ,~d alling survivors ot:::thi' '(2' ~\1 r ~"f .conoen""lratio,~. cape _are exposed to m18~ry.and suffering du~J '.,:~ ~:!
I DC/R, seven years' sJ.nce liberation. The den1al of justice to the C;iLc . s l~ ::::d 
~ I)' from Austria or Sudetendeutsohland was complete. We demand t,.9..b 12-,>. ~~1 
1Ana1-<;tQ-:-, ~/\ representea in the administration of the"'otmdation" to be ~aD isli;rw n~ 
i {~~Y-r ( in Austria. We fear that ~ country will again back the ~i~ and, ~ ~ 

Rev-- V.:.-- f \ powerful organizations. v ( I '"'11 ~: 
\ \' I ,...." ...... N' 

\ 
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,'1' AMER,(:AN ASSO"AT'ONOF FORMER 'N,MATE~ Q~ 
cONci~jRATION-CAMPSAND OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI 

~". .. .- r' " .' . 

",'\\'l--lilJJI); ,
:~~ ,,'~ -...'~~ 252 WEST 92NO STREET, NEW YORK 25, ,N.Y. ' 

t.';) U~:''\':I\!!' 1 \'" FICEHOURS:MONOAYSANOTHURSOAYS:5:30-7P.M. 

---\ "':~;'/ 1\ L Lt 'i L U TEL: SC 4-9772 


, ," j:J" ),',21 2 0 ~j52
I .' :---'::i' /1' \.,." MAY 

;".1\'\ ", / \~ ilEPT. OF Srf, i t 

)- / \ DC/" 1181 12,\7. ,;" , ~ 
.___~hairman.Emer' so' rabl. Dean ,Acbeson 

OCr. CAhnnand Eisler ecretary of state /""~;':;;~) , 
P~~l s%i:an

: Departmen.'i! of' state ~~/ 't f I 
Vice.Presidents: Washington 25, D,.C. -' 6 /k t () 01///7 -
Dr; Bela Fabian 
Walter Lichanan ' f f? 

Edgar C. Oldofredi G ' 

Gerhard Seger Sir s 


~~if:':;i~:man ' t th d al.l - tP.'lth' al:' ! " b
262 East Broadway. N.Y. We are gravely conoerned a ou e e .L.IIgs 0 eso~c led 
Financial Secretary: Jewish Co.ference with the German delegation in tbe ,matter ot 
Samson Scherzer indemnification of victims otNazi persecution. Our position was f\:). 
Secretary: laid dos in a program ot demands sent to tbe Bundeskan'zler . m 
Dr. Hardy Glass d 'hi d i 6> l' I\) ~ , M b' Dr. A enauer as a response .. to· s eelarat on 0 ... wi1 mgnsss to,· 'to 

f:I~~U.:;::berem ers. compensate th.~ ~juri8IinfliCted, by the Reich upon the ,J~~h ;.. c+ 

Ernest Federn victims •.. A copy otthe, elaborate program of moral and'mater1al i: - l' 
Dr. Theodor Fucb;; ~aims .concenmg', the Americ6Jl vict:f.ms, '. is, in the handsot . '\;,;;', !:II
M~got Gladtke (Slsterhoo ,,- " '''' , . t ',\h"- CIt -'I 
Rlsa Herzog, ElIzabeth,. • George Baker.in charge of 'tbe German division. . ..,. . 'W' ~ ('ft". , 

~; ~e~::ote is ' .. . ,\'~::.9. -",.%,II' 

·~t~~~:1:~:tel~ ~;\~~:ostI:n!:g:n~a!:::g:~r::o:t~::~sw:i:~~~e~::::~:t!:: ;:rt!!:' I','~_ : . :" 
Ema Tuchler 17 country. We are, indeed, the oldest group of· ex-i:nmates ot ~!?:. I .•11 
Consu.ltants: t' ti ' .1- ' t'--' d t tb' 't rt' , t . Dr. 'Ado if Hamburger concen ra ' on c:alDPS ElDbracJ.l.lg many .u.uusan so' ese un o. una s. '. 
Prof. Arthur F. Pete~sen individu81s, and we have been, trom1945 on, the spokesmen for .' ...' 1\). 
Repre$entative~: , these, victima.of totalitarian terror claimin,g the guaranties by OJ . 
~toD~~~ford St. international law tor entoreement of human rights and' freedoms. . f\) 

Los Angeles 6, Calif•. 

tot(jr~~I~~:A~e., In this coueation, Mr. Secretary, we may point to an article 
White Plains, N.Y~ in the Mew York Times of June 3, 19S1acknowledging the stand' t8.ken 

~20 ~l:w~~diB'lvd., by our nation.. wide group against international slavery., Herewith', 
York, Pa. we support strongl.y tbe foreign policy ot tbe United· States and the Oro" 

Guido Scboenbof, b i al ' .I-h t t "t .
806 West Erie Ave., ,as c v ues J.I.l eren 01. ......"" 

Pbiladelphis, Pa. .~.I " ~ 

ri7~' BW!nd:~: East qeveland We could h!lp the enaetmet, of the' so-cailed indemnifioation lalD , ~ 
Cleveland 6, OhiO - General ClallD Law - ,as aacted by tbe DeutscbeLaender, .erea:;,:Z, :1,,' 

, other organizations were primarily concerned with the restitutionotj~ ;'!! 

, identifiable property., ~~udI._~.!:~::!!.and. e~er;~..!e '6 "d 
~e aware~a~.J."~..Uart_~c~lY1.): ..:\A.e1r~_t§Uon ~e!m ~1~: 
~~unsatistact0!l~ lIany aged and ailing survivors ol:=thi ':2' ~~'jr--::-:-:---r 'cOilcentra\i~D. camps are expOsed to m:1s~ryand sutfering_ dU~J e '..-..1 ,~,'.l

i DC/R" seven years sace liberation. ' The den1al otjustice to tbe(5Lc ' B i~ ,::::::i~ 
ij I' from Austria or Sudetcmdeutschiand was complete. We demand tSD 12- >. ' ~: 
I Anal,,_~:",Q,-;- \/1'/\ represente,cl in the administration' ot the"Foundatio" to be ~aD ishf"'4 ~' , , 1\.J~, :i~"-T ( in Austria. We f,ear that ~s' country will again back the ri~ and' . ~, " 

RevJ,-;fI,~---\ \ powerful organizations. v . .» ',' ' " '::.!l ~ : 
, \, \1 . , " . 1 '.' '~. 'lA'I l \ ~, " " ';...:,.\ ' 
I C 
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KZ AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMER INMATES OF, 

CONCENTRATION-CAMPS AND OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI, PERSECUTION 


, 252.WEST 92ND STREET, NEW YORK 25, N.Y. 
OFFICE HOURS:.MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 5:30. 7 P.M. 

TEL: SC 4.9772 

-2- . 	 5/12/52 

Chairman-Emeritus: 
Dr. Armand Eisler 
Co-Chairman: We are e.traid that the negotiations between the J8'IIIish 

. Paul Stein 
Conference and the German delegation, vr.1thout our attendance wUl

Vice-Presidents: 
Dr. Bela Fabian not practicallyimprovethes8 dire conditions of the Amerioan 
~d~~: t.i~ldof~edi victims which we represent. For political reasollsth, main reason 
Gerhard Seger and goal of these negotiations is the so-called peace with Israel 
Treasurer: and with the World-Jewry, in other wOrds. collective compensation a8 
Felix Willman, expressed in a telegram of Dr.' Nahum, Goldmann, chaimanof the Jewish
262 East Broadway, N.Y. . 	 ' . . h . 
Financial Secretary: . Agency and the Jewish Conference•. 1'peEle motifs were t e pretext for I 
Samson Scberzer' theretusal. ., .. . ~__.~_.I1/d ' 
Secret(Jl'Y: . . /- 7-' ~ .r' 0 
Dr. Hardy Glass . 'We lodged our prot est against this 4i8cr~~~~io~..:;;;w.tthi: the:.: '?~ 
Executive Members: German delecation and Ifr·. Baker. Thfi latte~t~OmiBe~Lin JanufII't"V 1952Jutia 'D~uber 	 ,." - oJ 

Ernest Fedem that. we would be invited to negotiations by . -Wist-German Government.' 

Dr. Theodor Fuchs This was' thus far not the case. '!'he' contractual agreement does not Wf\,~· 

Margot Gladtke (Sisterhood).n t 1m.... t th' . t l' ...<4 1 ti f . .I-d ifi' ti IJ
Risa Herzog, Elizabeth, N.r-uan ee any provsnen., 0 e presen ee.--s a on. or ..u emn .c~ on,. 

g~t!e~~lili i\l: ICO Our protest ,was also directed agahist "a new grant of Dlonopoly to 

Dr. Edward Mantel L~oJ the IRSO.•. This monopoly lias led to misuse and arbitraryness. The 

~~:r~~~~r:.an ~\!J victims living in, Amerioa were not given anything for their relief 0,1' 


Consultants: rehabil~tation by the IRSO which has sold the heirless Bluil unclaimed 

De. Adolf 1:l.ambuegei property to the Laender and used the proceeds solely again. for Israel.. 

Peof. Arthur F. Petersen' 	 . 
Re resentative : Apart from the matter ~f fact that claims. can still, be raised; a fEiir ' 

Mfxo'on, ~ share of theseJtri~t'B30', th~se who were kllled in the ceraps b81ong~ 

4710 Pickford St. '. to the'sUrvivQrs.· We'represent the Alnerican su.rs. It· was the 


Los Angeles 6, Cahf. L tWill' f 't'h vi t.t- .1_ t d' th t' '''1- oIoh iLudwig Klausner, as 0 e a.t.ll.\s .gO..LUg 0 ea 0 lIequ. ... er, property to 

102 Grandview Ave., theirsurvivors. Thesurad legacy is now entirely disregarded' as 


, White Plains, N.Y. f th '. 	 . : ' ,
Dr. Ouo Lewin, ' ar as, e new Americans are concemed. 

220 Elmwood Blvd., 


York, Pa. i ' i . 

Guido Scboenbof, We are ,ax ous to contr bute our suggestions to the forthcoming 

806 West Erie Ave., legislation in Germany and would be obliged for' diplomatio protection 

E. J.b~~'::~bis, Pa. or backing of the claims, as outlined above. 
1174 Bender, 	East Cleveland 


Cleveland 6, Obio 


encl.1 COPYOf~'B cable. 

1rV . 
1vl)l 

Very faithfUlly yours, 

,~ ...-...-." 

Dr. Armand Eisl er 

338987 
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Ootober 24th, ,~951 

Dr. Armand Eisler, . 
-380 Riverside Drive 
New York is:, NY ' 

Your letter cdm~ieered by Committee organizing restitution oonte:renoe 

stop Regret impossible invite your oommittee our oonferenoe,whioh 
, '.' 

oonoerned exclusively with collective claims by Israel, and World 


JeWry against Germany not individual claims. 


Dr. Nahum Goldman 


/" 

I 
j 
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-------  RG ~q 
DECLASSIFIED 

A'Jlhorityf:!IJD '~-=130Sl> 
By' Jt. i~RA D:.te~ " 

'Entry c,/)r=, rlf51TSf 
,File 2 £2 ./14 } 
Roy '062 



" ..~...:. 

I' ~.,•.• ~S AND OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI pr-:;\ 
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KZ'i'AMERICAN AS~CIATION ~F f~;M:7~ ;0 
. , ':':"':"'~"\."~. ... ., 

CONCEN~.~{fr~~~ 
;~~ 	 '. 

,";;,",/':'252.WE "NO STREET, NEW YORK 25, ",Y, . 
,~:::: >;-:.OFFICj:HOU • NDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 5:30-7P.M. 
-' ... '. t.· \.:- TEL:SC ...9772 ' .......~ . ~ 


Chainnan-Emeritus: 
Dr. Annand Eisler 

Co-Chainnan: Department of state 


It-\ 

Paul Stein Washington , D.C. --JVice-Pres.idimes: 

'~~lt~;ILi~h::: , Mr. George W. Baker. ' 
Edgar C. Oldofredi 
Gerhard Seger 

Treasurer: My dear Mr. Baker: " '\, <+ 

Felix Willman' . ) 1\), . 

262 East Broadway, N.Y. .With reference to your letter of June 5, 1952~ that you "\. f 

f:a;,~~c~::;::ary:, signed for the Secretary of state, I feel it may be proper to' ~ <+ 
Secretary: ,lnsurethe latter and you of my personal esteem and the· appreciation - ·'r . 

.	Dr. Hardy Glass of the sincerity displayed in this letter stating the policy of the, . l!:lll 
Executive .Members: Department concerning indemnification to the former inmates of - c :. 

Julia D~uber Nazi concentration-camps. ' .'.' '\'1,,,-" ... ".. Ernest Federn . 	 m
Dr. Theodor Fuchs . ' .. , ',,' 

_ M!l.!.got Gladtke (Sisterhood) With this insurance I trust-"not to be misunderstood, if I .;.'1 ,
Rlsa Herzog,. Ehzaberh N_T... 'b . th th f kn th .. t" '. f th' . t' 'f .j,' . .' C'I'H, E. JD,COP , a",scrJ. e WJ., . e same r~ .ess e reac J.on 0 e~e mos .un , or~b~nm, 0 

g~'t~e~fur~ili groups of 'WilJ.chwerepresent many thousanfts,' new AmerJ.cans and :umnJ._1\1 . 
'. IDr, Edward Mantel grants to this country. Weare the only SpO~eII!II1sn of these rlc:i:':im,s PI 

Albert Norhman ,who hopedto find .a harbor in UM apd di.Plo'matic~ protection by its 11\) 
Erna Tuchler '-Governm'en:r; :.:·'TJjErv~?eer" now~~~ir h,!>£!"'was"'li.i'V'a'm":""'-''''--
Consultonts." __--.- WF , __ I _.;rFtb .iJtI......~II...~ 	 ,~~~~ItliI.M<t. 

Dr. Adolf Hamburger '. . ." 

Prof. Arrhur F. Petersen' ..Whi~~';restitution or property interests as far as Germany 

Representative~: is concerne'd; are f8irlywell protect.ed by law and contractual' .' . 
.Max D''OU,' 	 .
471:0 Pickford St. agreements.which even provide·c:.: exempjiion from the equalization tax, 

L?s Angeles 6, Calif. indemruific.ation for the 106s of life,' liberty, health and' ability'

Ludw1g Klausner, t k 'b'" fl f th . .. 'fl' t d ~h d' t'~' "t
102.Grandview Ave,,;"" 0·· wor·, . rJ,e y ... Or, e :ulJurJ.eSl1l ·J.ce upon,,, ese es 1,,,\1>' ed, . 

White Pla.ins, N.Y. aged and ailing people now residing in this country has been entirely
Dr. Otto··Lewln. ' '. 	 ' ..
220 Eunw,ood Blvd., . disregarded J.n the related contractual agreements• 

.York," Pa. . 

Guido Scboenhof, h" th t th 1 . t' '1 b t f
806 West Erie Ave... T e provJ.sJ.on a e egl.sla J.on WJ. 1 eeaac ed . or all of 

·Philadelphis. Pa. . Western' Germany not less favorable than the leneral Claims Laws now 'in 
E. M, Wyman, . +' • th . f t .. . . t' I' k 	 .1174 Bender, East Clevelafl,rCe 11l e US-Zone sounds or hese vJ.c lmS J. e sarcasm.. The, . 

Cleveland 6, ObiQ'General Claims Laws are indeed thus far a scratch of paper and for 
the expellees in this country not implemented. The provision in these 
laws that implementation depends on the capabilities, i.e. on 
available funds, is a part of the laws themselves and deprives then 
of their l:>inding nature. It would only remain the so-called "moral"· 
obligation: in conf'li>rmity with t~ policy of the Department which also 
considers indemnfication to, lfic~9r.r:jlf Nazi persecution 
ation resting with the German G~ve~entf'~~ 
capabilities to solve this 'probI~1I ittl ~ ';):/?'.' 0 

. 	 ,~~... 0 / (/J 
'.0 ~ C'F ........
c.n. 1k:J.a.:'·:..Ll_ 
,p t s: 

I
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···K~Z:~MERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMER INMATES OF 
cONteNTRATION-CAMPS"AND OTHER ,VICTIMS OF NAZI PERSECUTION 

252 WEST 92ND STREET, NEW,YORK 25, N.Y. 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 5:30 -7 P.M. 

, TEL: SC <I·9m 
GEA 262 , 1141/5 1252. 

6/12/52Department of state -2

Chairman-Emeri tus: 
Dr. Armand Eisler 

Co~Chairman: These capabilities will :be 'evidently impaired, if'the 

Paul'Stein Ger.man Government assumes the obligations imposed upon it 
Vice~Presidents: under the pressure of' the state' 'of Israel and of' the GovernmentDr. Bela Fabian 

Walter Licbtman , of tbis country. This latter pressure is at least reported by

Edgar C. Oldofredi the co-chairman of the Je'wish Conference in the "New York Times!1 ,Gerhard Seger 

Treasurer: of May 27, '1952. It would be in contrast with your statement 

Felix Willman that this Government would not sponsor any group or organization

262 East Broadway, N.Y. for the related negotiations.
Financial Secretary: 
Samson Scherzer 

, Secretary: It is an obvious misunderal; anding that we wanted to take 

Dr. Hardy Glass p~rt...¥t these negotiations from which we. already were e~cluded, 


, Executive Members: an~vaYe headed by Dr. Nahum Goldman whoJ.s also the chEU.rman of 

] utia D~uDer the Jewish Agency•. We' only, demanded, to be invited to negmtiations " Em~st' Fedem 

Dr., .TheodorFuchs with the German 'GQvernmen1K.towhich we have santa program f'or 

Margot Gladtke (Sisterhood) amendments of a legislation Which might improve the presentRisa Herzog, Elizabeth, N.]. 
H. E. Ja,cop plight. ,This dflmend was and it justif'ied by the lack of 

Dr.' Benno Lee 
 protection by this Government for these claims. We understoodPeter Miuuroth 

Dr. Edward Mantel that we would at least find this modest sponsorship which 

Albeit Nothman " apparently' also is denied to us. ' Ema Tuchler 

, Consultants: 
Dr. Adolf Hamburger . We do not rely at 'all on the Israel-bound Conference,

'Prof. Arthur F. Petersen particularly as the rich organizations which are represented in 
Representative~: 
MaxD'tJri, , The Haag are eager' to' prolong the monopoly of the so-cal1edIRSO 

4710 Pickford St. and her~by continue to deprive' us trom' our fair sh,are in the. '. 


Los Angeles 6, Calif. :herita5ecf'rom our exterm$ated te1lo~:i..nmates. The victims u,eLudwig' Klausner, ' 

102 Grandview Ave., , , dying without any c:ompensation. We are afraid thatthisp,olicy


White Plains, N.Y. w.Ul hai-diy discourage the criminals behind the Iron Curtaiii toDr; Otto Lewin, 

220 Elmwood Blvd., commit their crimes against which to protest and to fight is 


, 'York, pli. 
Guido Schoenhof, one of the tasks of our group, the oldest group which assumed ' 

806 West ,Erie Ave., this task 'in this country.' ' ' 


Philadelphis, Pa. 
E. M. Wyman, 

1174 Bender, East Cleveland We beg you to submit oui-rep1y to the Secretary of state', 


, Cleveland 6, Ohio f'or reconsideration of tniss grievances. .? /' ' 
~t:tt""H4 ~ 4-r'e. ",t /q p ~I'.J/ q. 

Very sincerely ours, 

;I(, 7?1"VJ1--t°~~~ 

-fA~+jyD r-o 8vrY"'4 '~ 
-f"r7&.Jl-#7~' , 

338990RG ~q 
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L.AW OFFICES 

ALEXANDER S. SEGAL 

'WIDENI?!R BUIl.D,!NG 

1327 CHESTNUT STREET 

PHIl.ADEl.PHIA 7. PA. 

SUITE 626 

June 13. 1952 

BUDe~u of German Aff,airs 
u.§ .J~epartmeFl:tofStatel\) 
Wa,shi:ng ton 25 • D. C. ' m 
Gen t1emen: " , I\) ~ 

, ,,~~f~j:' ...,' ,> "~ ; , 
Kindly forward to this' of'fice> informatlon concerning the .... ' 

,right's. of .forme,r german n,atlo.,.nals f,or rest.o,i tu, ti,~,bn for, p.ropeI1ty'~ " 
confi:scated by the Nazi "governme'nt~ ~ogettfer"with 'l:q.formatiqn, '.- , 
concer~ing the' rights 6f~~uch nati:ona1;s an"C!,othe'r/ pe'i"sons ft.r ~" " 
the :period wh1ch they wereeonf1ned in germahi concE;lntrationi ' , Q) 
camps. " , " , 1 JJW 

, 	 < ,.".. ." .' 

Thank you for your at~ent1on •• 	 01 
01 
I\)Very t'ruly yours., 

ALEXANDER S • SEGAL 
'/ 

R: j BY :~~~~/!:!:;'~::::~;...i' {~. 

,. ... 
. .IC/B 

J13AnaL'l:..__ 

X 101261 


,,~ 
\~
>~~rn~.'" 
~-

..".• "~ .r, 
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4~~" 

~. ""'"" 

In l~ep~ refer to. 
GUt' 

The rooeipt1s !iOknot.rledged of your latter or June 13. 1952 
requesting information eonoernill{~ the rights of fOl"ll1eI' furman 
l'k"\tionals for rest!tutiQ!l for proPer'tyconf'iccated by the Nazi 
GO"1ernment and the rights of former inmata.s· of GSlJ:':mAn co:ueantra
t10n Calnps" , . 

Legislation haa been erw.cted in t.he United Ste.tes, British 
and French Zones of Oocupation of GermruJilr as well as in the 
1<Iestern Sectors of; Berlln which proVides J'Ol' the I't'.:st:ttution or 
iClent1.fiable prop~t:v in those areas of whicll t.b.e lawf"Ul owntn" was 
.fOI'cibly' deprived :during the Nazi regim(:t baoauaeot raoe, religion, 
nationalltqr,1deolofSY or poUtical opposi'tion to Nations.l SOCilllicr:l. 
TIle dea.dlines for t,hE::: f~:!1ing of' such claims h..<ive.,long since e:q:tli~ed. 
'i'he Department is not aware of arJ;'f J!'6oourse against 'the German 
Gover:r.ment ava118,ble to claimants if their olaims based on d epr1
,ve.tion of property·~rJ'~..re not filed ldth the appropriate cl.a:1.:ms 
agencies 1nGerma..Y];y before tlw specified tilne limits., . 

• . l -"'~" t ...~~, r J/ .../l it ~ /""~j-' :2--.~r 

I' believe that 'JJ"3 lett.er to y<)'U of June 18, 1952 wid' serve as 
e. reply to ~rour irl!luiry with :L'espeet to ~:f'1oation pa.yments 
to Nazi persecutees for time epsnt in concentration camps.. 

For th~3 Acting Se.oTatar;,v· of Sta'ter 

&~ 
George H. Baker 

Officer in Ch.Qttge 
German Property Aftairs - Bureau of' German Af'fa:trs 

}:I~. .men Rosenbsl"ih 
1327 Ohestnu:t Street, 

, , 6-760 

l~uladal.phie. 1, Pennsylval1ia. 
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Ji ~ j / 

IT des.rMr'.' Marshallt 

I haVG reC~1ved yO'l.t1'" letter of June. 22. 1952v1th further 

reference, to your intG)"'est in certain property holdings in Ge..~. 


• • i' ' 

tuth 'r?spect to the posa:f.ble confisaat1on of the property in 

Kotl~en, H}dch~syou, probably know is ,in the Soviet Zone ofOocupa

tion, v~ regret to. lnfol"ro. you that the Department has been unauc

eessf'tllin its attempts to obtain from the, Soviet authorities 

information concerning A:.'llP,rican holdings in the Soviet Zone o:? 00
cuptlt10n of Germ.~. .sl:milar~" 'We have ~en una'91e to learn :f."rom 

the Soviet author!ties "trhether there is a:rr;;r r!'~et1tution legislation 

applioa.ble to property in the Soviet Zone. j We are, theretor.e, not 

aware of s:ny recourse available to you as tar as the r,)etitution at 

the pr,")yert=r in question is eOMrn-nad. ' 


I\) 
In oonnection with this ma.tte.r. you are advised that ac:eording m 

0,to our infor.lnation the Qarman and Soviet 8.utt;:aritie>s in the Soviet I\) 
Zone have Dl.a:1n.tained an extens:!va program. o£ eontrol of foreign • 
property and 'We ,l:J'ould therefore not be warranted in encouraging you - . , 

to hope' tha,t you could bene!it :from 8IW' property rights you lfdght 
.~ , 'acquire in that area. ' " 

, ' 

'l'he Departin.Elnt hal!! protested to th~ Soviet authorities in 
regard to the treatment of :Amrrloan property in the Soviet Zone of ,rJ) "'" m 

I~e~t~ __ PQ t th,e'U~ted Stattee eonf~:!'delch's the ',rx~'w~ haV9 " /ibnted out tha 'I\)
iJOV..l.O 'U'JVernmqn 0 e respon.~ , 'e f.01' tn9 pro €lotion 0, ru ' 

f\) 
t t 1bl 

property' and haVe 'asked that oertn.:i.n measures taken in t,ha:~ area, 

which in their effeet are ~ui,ralent to sequestration, be rescinded. 01 


I\)The Soviet Government has been f'urther' informed that, tu:u.ess satis... 

factory aotion Is, t.aken, the United St,'1tes will hold 1t responsible 

for the resulting'~ge to American Intere'stsin the SoViet Zone 

of occupa:t:Lon of qe~. It is oonsidered' that the aoove-mel'l.tioned 

actionwlll serve ~o y,a·otect any property you ~ have or may acquire 

in Kothen,as.far as it is possible for the Department to do so in 

the present· :int~;'rnE1tiona.l a1tuation. 


.For the 

IJC/R 'M-. ' 
""i,j. Ernest R. Harahali,' 


908 SOllth Cur~on AvenuP-, 

Los Angeles,36, Glil1forn1a • 


..... -- .. 
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For the rea.sons given above, we regret to advise you that we 
do not believe t11at you wOUld gEdn by communicating vith the auth01"'i
ties in the Soviet Zone .concE!l"1'l.ing your property lllterests in tha.t 
area•. rus~ however, is a matter for your deeision; and should you 
decide t'o do so; there is enclosed in this connections. list of 
attorneys practicing Inthe Soviet Zone. While every effort bas 
been, mad.eto include onl,yresponsible and reliable parsons on the 
li6.t, neither the Dt'tpartment nor 1ts representatives in Ge:r.man;r can 
assume B.l'.I;Yresponsibillty for the ab1lity, re11abillty and 1ntegrity 
of the personsmentloned. . 

From the address of the theatre vhich you state 13 in 
, 

Berlin-. 
Charlottenoo.rg, it a.ppears ·thatit is loeated in the BrItish .Seetor 
of that city• The basis of yoUr cla1m· involving the theatre, hov
ever, 1S not clear from the Inf'ormation contained 1n your letter. . 
If it 1s part of t.he asset~ at YOl.lr late father's estate, we 'Would 
suggest that ··thesel"'Vices of a qualifle(} ·attorney may be otvaluable 
ald in eStablishing your hereditary rights and in the eventual fUing 
of al'.\Y claims that may arise in eonneotion with the establisl::unent 
of'the her~ditary elaim. . .. 

'l.'heref'ore, there is enelosedas of possible assistance, without 
refJpOnsibility by either the Department ar the Office· of'. the United 
States HlghCommissioner for GermaJ\Y at Berli.,n, a list of attorneys 
pra.cticing in Berl.tD. 

(, 4-} 
.~" / \, y - -"", ... ", ... 

Judson G. Jones 

Acting Officer in Charge 


Division o£ German Finance 

Bureau of' German Affairs 


Enclosures: 

~GER:GEA:~r:leh 7/1/;2 GEA:Mitehell ,6-1483 
! 
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KELL,' ETHB. KEATING
~~UITRICT. THE JUDICIARYNEW YORK 

C!Congrt1)1) of tbe Wnittb ~tatt1) 


JOou'e of l\epre'entatibe~ 


mft~'uJltoUt Il. ft. 


August .20, 1952 

The Secretary of State 

Department of state 

Washington 25, D. C. 


........ =:.: 
 Attention: Mr. Roland Moores ;5' u 
V} 2: 

~~r M~;~ seer&iry: 
_ t-- "~. 

t.u L :__1 C/) . 

~is l+~ter is~itten in behalf of a constituent whQ is interested 
cr~ det~~ning3rhat action for cla.im may be open to him under the 

IiPndit:L~ns ,set';:rorthbelow:: 
~::~ r~"\ . '\. ".~: 
The individual in question, now a naturali.zed U: S.~~"!i!~e,~bu.:t;.:,f(),:t"merll 
a German National, owned property in Germany which was,qQ~f~s,cated by , 
.the former Hi~~e:r.:.r,f:g~In~ Jmd he,::was ,placed'in a ~onC\!i1ntrati'on camp'~ ,,' 'My 
constituentwiEih\!i1s ~I? proceed with a ,claim arisi:ng from this appropri
ationof prope'rty and states he understan9s, there is· a co:oimission which 
has been,'set up "t,<?handle such claims by fprmer G~pnan 'Nationals against 
the old German Government..'-'" 

I should be 'grateful ''for any information you might be able·to furni$ me 
on this ~tter.··",-. __ ,,____ ._-.. , '._., ... " ,~. \ 

Thank you. .en 

hfp 


ThIS letter (and its 

enclosures, if any) mii&..6 


1 De/R . fiJmed for DC/R recotds 

j 4ga.1_~ 
097144) Rev_ 4 

l~ 

1'1'1 

-~-
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In the abaence of more spac1f1o Womat1oft oon_riling the 

property coll.f$8o.ated and the place 1'ibere the COl'lf:lJJaat1oll oocu.ft'eCl, . 

the Departmnt bel1.efts .that 1t .1m~d be appropriate to gift a genera.! 

presentation of "'be rem6d1esavaUable to. PerseGtltees uDder German law. 


!fAit division of Germany 1n\o lSemes of OOQlplitioDand the adm1n:1!; ... 
ptratibl'i of those _eas b.vtM. Un1ted States"cr_t Bntaift, han_ 

. and theSov1et Union resulted :in different preee=ras being a.dopt&4 
to d.eel w:Lth this FOblein. 

In t~ United Statea Zone of Oel"lDSny, the Un1teciStates oceu.

patiol1;author;lt:Les enaoted J4l1tary GoVemmant Law No.. 59, entitled 


,t'Restltation ,o.f ldQntU1ablelTopeny", en Jlovemberl0, 194'1i1 This 
legislation pro'ridas fer the return of 1dantlf:1.able prOperty to 
persons who were wrongllllly deprived of ~uch prOperty' witb.i.il the 
pertod from Je.nua.ry' 30, 1933 to lla;r 8, 1945 torreaao.JlS of race, 
rel1giGn,natlOD&l1t71 ideology 0.1' political oppold.tion to Ifat1oi1&l. 
\~,9.;a.u.-. It 18 tebe nOted that the propeny _at be 14entltlable ... 
e~g ~', laDd, buildings o.r tnterests thereiD. It alSo. Snclud.ea propu·ty 
wh,ich, thou/!th1.nt~, C&DIlot be rGtllned., 8llchas a cont1aoated 
bank aooo.umf wblch is 1dentit1ab1e 'by bank recordS and the O'W'I'lCltI"S 
depoQlt bOok '01' recoJ'd.. To be el1gibl. for "tuft 1U'lder Law 59, the 
prOpertY' mu.f)tbe located 111 th8tJn1ted State8~ne. Law 59 18 ad

" ministered by' German agencies created tor the purpose' and is'en1'ol"Cted . b. ' 

~. 

0< 
~ 

(j) '.-Thtl Honorable . 
c..~. ' . Kenneth B. kating, 

Bouse of Bepre88lltati:V8a. ~ 
O~': 
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~, 
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. through the German courts..fbwewr, there has been established 
a .f'inA1 caur't of review, co.posed ot United States ;2udges, to 
hear appeals from the German courts. The final..date for. the 
filing of'. claims under Law 59 was Iecember 31. 1948. Inaddition• 

.General Claims taws 1'l91'"e enacted by the carman Land (state) Govem
menta in the United st.ates.Zone on Augu.st 10. 1949 to deal with 
1il.ju.ries and losses a.rising' out of incarceration in Nazi concen
tration camps. T.hese latter laws are administe:redentirely by 
Germanauthor1t1es. To be eligible thereunder. a claimant 
lIllist, (a) have had hiS domictla on January 1, 1947 iii tho Land . 
where the claim wa.s filed.. t::>r (b) havad1ed or emigrated ,.prior to 
that data, but have had his last domicile in the Land, or (e) have . 
resided ina Displaced Persons camp in the Un1tedStatea Zone. on 
that date. Claims under this legislationhaci to be filedlll)t later 
tban April 1. 1950.<," 

In the British Zone of Germarv- legislat10il similar to Ynited 

S:tates iltUit.a.r;r Government Law No. 59 is in force. '!'he final .date 


. for the sabmiasion of claims 'IRIS June 30. 1950. fhare brtO ~nertal 
claimS iegislation in foree in the :British Zone' at the preaeilt t1:m.e. 
HoweVer~ -,he contractual agreoments be~een tts Govemments of t~ 
Unit,sd sta.tes~ Great Britain and France and tbe German Federal' Govern
ment pl'ovidethat the German Federal Government shall ensure that 
general claims laws will be enacted in a.ll Qf 'Western GermEl.'ll7 ill 
terms not leBs favorable tha.."l the above described laws in force in 
the .Un:!ted states Zone. . 

In the French Zone there. is a restitution law similar to United 

States Militf.lI7 GOvernment Law No. 59. t'l'here are also general el..a1.ms 

1G.'.w8 comparable to those in the Unit.ed States Zone. The fUing dates 

under this legislation expired ,l.\uguat 15. 1948 and May .31. 1951. . 

respectively. ' 


In the Western Sectors of Berlin, there are also restitution' 

and general claims laws similar in substance to those of the United 

Sta.tes Zone. .~;oo final filing dat.e under the restitution law nu 

Ju~e 10•. 1950. :Jndex' the gerhlra.l claims. law the final fUing' date 1.s 

October 31" 1952. 


,\!t1th respeet to the Soviet Z-one, !the Department. has made repeated 
efforts w1thollt success to determine Vmether there are simUar laws and 
procedures in that area. available to pe~cutee8. The Department has no 
information .on the situation prevailing in the Soviet Zone and is unable 
to give say assarances that the individu..a.l menti'OMd ;1..n your letter 
can maintain a claim there. . 

It is apparent that the applicatio:l of the aboVe~tioned 1.. 
: .' 

to the present 
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to the present ease will be govemed by such factors as the location 
of the property, theZOl'lS of Germany Where t.he act of confiscation 
took pl.aceandthe place 'of 1mprfsonment,iti concentration camps. 
It is equall1 apparent ,that it' the individwll in question has' failed 
to file his claims with the, German anthorlt1es within the dates 
specified" there tsna !X'ssibiUty of obtaining rellef under the 
above ~scr1badlaWB. 

W1tbreapeet to the "comiss1on" mentionee in your letter to 
bandle claims of former German nationals against the former German 
GoV9rmaeDt.. tNi Department believes that this J!IiIQ' have Nfereace to 
the German admiD1strative agencies set up to pro_aa claims cog-' 
nisableunder the a.bove described l.avI8. 

S'hOllld the individual in question destre a more detailed dis
cussion of ,his case, it 18 suggested that he write to the BuN_ 
of German Affairs, 'Department of state, giving tull particulars 
regarding his loss. 

Sincerely yours" 

For the Secretary of state: . , 

Jack K. MaFall 
Asaist&nt Snretary 

-
..... - ..... 

._'--------:-::---- RG 
DECLASSIFIED Entry C IJS yqt;:rJ-:;l.' A'JlJlorit:yMJI) '~-=13oSl> 

Fife 2 ~2 ·111./ J ' BY~t..:ARA D]:~~ . ..~
1tJ 62.. 

, Reproduced at the National ArChiveS"' i 'J 



._-- •._-----
DECLASSIFJED . " -=13 . 

•A'JiJJonryMJO ~ OSl> 

: B' .,~ II4RA O~4 .. ~"i y~",. -I~ : 

-....:-, =-- ..... 

. " 

RG---S~c(--------'-""-' 

Entry CD~J J. 4' :;0-8:/f . 
File 2b '2 . I { q~, I 
Box I 0' f ;!

-,.-.~ 

339002 



. [r"~4!~~:~;G\,l~:t{:~~:t~~.~~~~,~:~;~;:i~ZT·t,(~?, :,.. '.
;;i','~;'"~""'.;")7''''; i"l'i'\~"'''/'''''~, 

~J';:;f':;:::ii(;t~~(!~f~~fll~~q~s~~~~;1i~~f~jbf;'.:,':~J:~,: 
'r(r:J~ .. ~;r~/.t.;~,~~~· ..'" ~t~ ..~" "til-'" 1\;\·'t· \~tl 1'~~:' ~ . : j 

.") '."' :' \ ' " 

• ~ j.,
• r~ • ',:J, 

.. to':·:o··-"e~·"'ed·· ·.0'1,>· 'ur tie'''"'' '.am .·or·~A;:u·..... s·t~ 20.' .. 

,'::' "<:.'.: ;V!>A;;·~:;;;~:5·:,·,·;·'.t:~;jl ',';~F,~~r::;,...','Plb~f~:"Q~~~~:· .. 
"."'" ",>, t··" ·""at'fon~;t'tti'· ..,' 'Ianeil'·mate'.·

·.:~~!J2X~:"·"::e~;'~Ei~~:'~ 
.... '0 '" "~~l' 

!{6b~.reea;;ra.id'lhe;'ibt~i~~~~1f~~~~;;;i;·.··'%···~·i>
iSEJn"-: """'·~;~':'~·~tci' '~:)ttn" ::$n~.;thCt~'.~;\ rul:~;':th~ 'D~:':a¥tn\'ertt:;:, .. ""." . ~I:'!"f:"". ,.~,.,.8 .., ... 
:ic'~~:t6~d':·thefo1:JDectlVes:!Of: ,Whe: ~e:;.con:rerahce ·:tt·. ,I:; 
.. :der:\t~~;~.the,;'.tditt~rs·::uhder·:·n .'··oi1~tfon:~.CX;t{6.'~:tn~thS ~~;:i'.
.;, . , .• '.;.....:'.. ,.,',' .... .. ".' ~ ".'" 

,.\.. ;' 

'.' 'i" :' ;':t -)' \. '. ,. ' •. 
,\:,<,,-,~••,'.~",r'. '~:~~l/':*'I''l' •• I",'"~,~~,' '"' 

'" ," rIot .. i' h'<;i,: ,,~'.. ~ttt ,." 1/'\' "",. ' \.~. 
;,~ " "«; ,', 'f,: ,Jt ~ ,t,,,,. ".+ *,"<.A .

'. . \" ,~:", .;'.' . 
>,: ".~... ' '*' "'~,<~~ 

:.:1.,.... ~'~" ~<: ".,,'
"'\ " _" ,~ '; • 

;:··~t."1: t~:Y:·...;;,:-'tit761es .... ' ..,O~-~'''':''O'''''''.~A,I'j,p-,~:/ if" ,
~~: .....~~~." ,-I~M

.'ltl,*,· Ir 'I; 'i',;'!'- •• • ~ ,~ 

• . 

.... 

/ 
I 

---~,:::;,~~;,:.: 11..~., ~'~I"'\;""'" 

'.. . 

~ ",,'. 1-,1', '..' • ,;:? rI". ;.:.; 

fi:'.::<.;::.i\.~:·~;:.;.·:"'\;·':':;:"·"':'/"': ..,\~" ...'}'~.~;~itil.' ' .. '.0"e""··,n+·'·.·A";·a··o 
\ ~ , ",', '~'''j ..;..,.i _: ~~,;).,~;'~"~:: .. ~:.~ ~i:?"r'~~.'.Y!+.~ ," . +" Yt) , I' ~.gr:.. '. @ .. , 

I" .... ;;:; .. , . ": "'.i".":,,: (19'~~ 0:· ;:]i_c;ri.t~.conoe~ing the .negot1a~:tons at ''lhe ~gue ..
I' :.:::: " . .l·~ :.,. :';Yr ';'<r:,bet'Ween :{:the, German:..,re<ieral.:. G~Vemment and vari:ous,·;'JeWtsh' ·o~gan:t~.-
;' 1'" ,'. , ' ' ~';:'i':,\ .' ~;::'. :'::',:,:;zat':I:ons'i~~pfeFieritiJl8':,V{o~l(FJ~' in' .. the mtter,:' of" Jevnah ollims':, ~ g;l)~ ;:J 

t,,,,;:,:::',}:,,:·,,',,· ';: ',t":·~r'··: :~t:: .:.arls·:UliH0l1;t;fott.Naz:S;'.parsecuti9ri.~'.,··. . ,~, ·i. ,.~J.'. '. ~ ~~ :~ .. t~" 
t,:'·~i:;;"'(. .",'··',£:f:·.···i,:"·';;·:~~:;~:·!o;;:;:'r',~r.~~,:~~·.. ,,':,\1·,.. :.;·,,~':;":, : .. -';'~", ,';. I·".'~ ,"' ;,.. ' .',",.,', .". '. '. .' (1.1 1;::1a' 
~::.' ';'''''''''. :..:. ::.::: ;;: ::.~" :\·,~,~,'·:;~.{~'·~·~n~goi~t1,d~S\8t·.'Tbfi:·Hague ~:ah" .the' i-esuit'·of,,·th~ acceptance' I\) ~". 
"',:',:>:~,' :'"..! : , ....;':,': .. ;:;> ;;/;bi';iths:l'GoVemment;,J,,'£::Israell',land Pi the: abo:veoi1nent!oned·· jeWish. " . ~ [i.' 
·~·\;~,,}>;:,t~i;· ~:",,·d·f;:})I'.:1:~'~rgmill5at:ton·8,;,O~{ '··;o.'fter~: oon:t'8.iniJd.::1n '.,1 ',;riJsolutton ,a&)ptf)~ ,bY" ifE. 

::,~·;'f.:~i,1.,g·~i ·:··~i;~:.te~olll~i.o!-l.. • .r,f:":' 
"atnends/both .as.· ..tll 

.' .. ... ';~~:, reg~~~f' .- C'~ '.' 
, '~:indlC'l&1matits.jr....."· ~t;r.J, : 

I\) f.t'.,'''' ...... ,., ." ' .. ,., .... p ........, ... '.' 	 0 "".' 
, . ~ 
O'l ~.'

. " ... ".~ ..~,. : "".: .......... , , .. ,'.,..,,' .., ,. ". ~t." 1\)1 
...~..m~~:~~t.e~·:$~.a~ti,si,r.~~,<,;J;n·~~s.: J':9~~s~~~on'~: ;)hQ~~~r•. Y'?U~' . 

,"~.~~l';,:-r:!:: :." ~~\:::tlte.;·::qe.r;man,~ tOO:t~lell1~nt·, !>~~~r.~f;.:$l.07~l~'Piha$·been· 
;",:1>\/>/" 	 , :ili ·}0e'rmans:~as·re~ti:tut101i:tO'._rican's· of"former' ;Oerman . 
:~'''.'~,'~::,;~:.::,.':,:.';.:.' :,~':'·.·":\'''''\''"''\.·~,\'';'l·.''''':':;'''~ 	 :J',.I:~1iij~~~t~::~tip.pp.~.~4:·~~::~~·,~pBxi·~~t;·t,s,·i~n.t6:~tio~:. ~Qn~..'.:'.~:;,.:,:~, :' :.~~~: .. ;:~:~~~~~ ...... 	 ..' . ", .., . ~'.:': \. ;~:rnm, ."' ..'}l·:*~afnt: :pre.~~p,~·e!i. !llY':'~'t1e,.',JeW1short~1~a,.t~.on~;IFt...~~ ;1:$ :the' 

'(>';;.:;,1.::" ,De ··rtmen~:t!S;underBtand1'n ··:thiit.'the.:: . ·rtedt~.se.ttlem.ento£.·A107.·......' ,., , ...P/l ............ ' ... , .. ,.. . .. g" ,p11rp<?, ' .. " ...... '.... , 'iP. 

,." . \····;·\,<~>\:.?~Ul;~n;~$~·:b~~·'~poiL·~~.I(pro·?:t.riy se~.z~d: '.~n:·: .the. areas',pcrctipij!d . 
::;:; ,~., i,:'~ :,::' \ . ;', ; :. ;,~ ~:7:' ·...~:·:tl;i,~,;:~~rm~n·:·~t~~t~ea .~<?x:' '.wt:!lch t(h~re. ~i'e, .~~ kp:own: !:1:~W:1~h he.irs. 
,'.' {~: :::,.',: :. '::'~:.:..\ :':4~);?~i~;;:~~J~;~de~~~,~;;·~.~~":::~)i~r,ef~re!I-~:,the ':nef>~ii,~~A(>ns ~. do ,:nbt: .P'r,e ~~i~. 
·:;';·},e.;,t:·,' '1,\: r';. >~:.,. \~.~ ·;i~;\~I~t~~~C::';~s,;.,o$" ~~~t;!;~~f~·'·,~~~:,mar::~ cOgJ1~zablef:',unde~ .~~n:.la1l!•.,' ." 

.;i~~\~l\);~K: ), \,}~~r ·:~;:';:\?:;~~~J\i~~,~':~'$:P!W~:::'··', ':' :';..~;;: ':}";'. . ' .. ': ~\to~r,' .' . 

.~·I·\r , '. '.:lit' ..,t';~;~ ~<r"Bruno;'llh,cHe iUS" ;t •.;,.;. '''.,.' ",.: " "" " 
'-j"'i,r;lllr'tl'l ~.\t'~" .(,'}·t.",,,·l"·~'it.\l'I[';\ \'~, ~"t"<"\~,,'''f,A;:'''' ~'If'::;'l 


I': ~;;1frl\l " .~~,,' 1<\: t1r;pr,8s1aent,1 ~l; ..,. y.<" ' . .::-·",:'!~\1 I)~I ~1.1~' ',~~ '••,' ,~\ ~ t~J"{:'':,J

~1~~:tt~'\'\~t~'~' J; 	 ! " , ' .. \ 1'/4. ." t;~.j,~;;;~ ','I' ,'. i~"A ':;1. ": 

"':"~:4"":\ ~;\::~:'!\i!,'~\; :',., <''';i;4::' 	 1za i6n .otvN'eW Americans,::,.... 
..~ :1 '.~ /\~~1~> ':IY' p""·.d .t:, ~; '1\ ".:!tt··\~.;.:~t"'Jt~ 	 'r~' . l".... ~. itt"', ~ (.,.-~l'.:;..".' ;>, ~,' 
'Vh ~::k~.;.'.;.l'~~~'/"~,. :r~.i,!rN l:r\~:fr.""·il ~ 	 A.L':.1~i~est.~-.lvv.., ·J..~,\1b,"~.ace,,~ 

,~ .tl"..ll~114 iii l'rW'~:;;P !~" t. ~ ~ ~.~ ........ » J ••• ' ~r ,.' ,t,

f11 '.;t·~j:.J ;;:J~ ·~\/~i;!1',~ i(·4·:·~IIJ':' }t~ 

• 


",,). t~u\' • ..."vr/~"\),. ,~; '" .~, ~/1~~, 	 ,~""~:\J~~,'fIIt.l!'·,,, 6~" ' ... f.
~1\<'~ t,i1\ ..'4;:·~1l',;(,,}·T,~~'~, t~il!":{ "~ "-	 ~""t ~ , t-,,~'{."~"~" ,~. \" 

·~hr~;.~~;;';;/?!.,1·~~;:~~~~~S~~);~', ' .il~ ;?~:·~jfif;;,. , " ../~..!;~~;.;:.:, }f~:;:)·;:~;~~~/:·:~::;:~:::)::: ':' ,::~~...;.: '\'>:/ ';¥:. :\~:> ' 
., .',, . ',. <N'#f£"" .,",' ...,." ..;."'..,,,....,.,".'"l· .'", " ..,,', 1 '.; "'.', .' 

.~:;L~~~~;;t~:;~~i:;i~~:J/~!~~j~~JL~,.:...~.. 
RG- Sq ---......

._.__ .._--------
DECLASSIFIED 339003Entry.C D-PI l'f s:o~'I 

Authority WD~-:j3oSl> File 26 -2 J l £f. I 
By' Jt f~RA O::t!~ 

Box to' L;. 
, 

http:indlC'l&1matits.jr


} 


,... '. I 

", 

.... 

.'\ 
" ' 

': 

'; 

.,' .. ' 

\"', 

'_._-.. 

DECLASSIFIED 
A'Jthorirj~Q '~-=13osr> 

i By' Jt t{ARA D:::! ~~~r______________~______....~ __ 

-RG"-'''''. " 5"C( 
Entry CD'FJ /.11: s-o~lf 
File 2b -2. It <fJ 
Box I o'l~ 

; 

339004 



ABE S. CHOUAKE 

e_~"f,.r at ..taUl ' 
316 EAST 66TH STREET 

NEW VORK 21. N. V. 
'", ' . 

.....J. . TRAFA1..GAR 9.7765 

CVPRESS 3·0599 

i"~I~,.,' ;",' :'I 

\;~»" .. :. 

'{',I, ]; !., ";Q\ \ \, 

Department oftlte.te' , 
liomestic and jI'oreign lrlfOl'!liation 

Service 
Heshi!lgton 25, D.G. 

Dear Sir: 

My wife and her family nave suffered considerable 
physical, financial und property losses ,in Polanq. and in Gerrnriny 
dt:ring and after World ':,,6.1' J.I as a result of the direct actions 
of the (....ern'tl:ills and Gel'!'!an Government. 

I believe that the Uerraan Goverlllrlent is paying the 
United states Government repe.r'ations for war losses. It is also 
r:'ly understanding that the BOlm u-overrlInent has prOlflised to recom
pense the Jews for their ;Ul.r damages. ' 

r view of the above facts, 1 vli'll be greatly obliged 	 " ,..... 	 1·,
if you wUl enlighten me on the following Questions: 	 \ " .~ 

a} 	 i.s til,ere any form <;>f reparation or compensatioll 
available to those who suffered ~Jar losses'" If 
so, how can such be'IlHide available to r.ty wife 
and the surviving n:ell'.bers of her family" 

bJ,ihat procedUl.'es has the Bonn Goverm:lent instituted 
to recompense the ~fews for their i'iar 1065e8'( 

,c} 	 What procedures must be followed and fol'llllfL com- " , 
pletedin order to q,ue.liry for any benef~ that~ 
may ,be available~ ~' :.g~'

t-t 	 ~. 
I,'.:::'" 	 I?=:l 

Your answers to the above questions and any permle~ 
information that you can furnish me will be greatl~r appreciate~::' ()

" 

lGC:pc 

130031 
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In reply rafer to 
GEA 262.1141/12-252 

My dear 11r. Chcuake J 

Reference is made to your letter of Deoember 2, 1952 'concerning 
the matter of ooMpensa.tion for damtlge and loss of property in C'e~any 
and Poland as a result of the war. 

Irl the absence of more detailed information surrounding' the 
circumstances and the nature of thelossas of your wife and. hor 
family, the Dspartment can only diseuss generallY,the applicable 
foreign and domestic legislation in this field. ' 

With I9spect to the la.ws of the Un! ted States, the War Claims 
Aot of 1948, as amended, provides oompensa.tion to prisoners of lira:%' 
and c€.JrtBin civilian internees. It does not deal with property 
dama.ge claims. HoWever, the Department is informed tllat the, flax 
(:1. a:bn s Comrnission is preparing, recormnendatiORS for consideration by 
Congress a.t the next session respecti.ng additional categories of 
wa~c clairr:s wr.ich should be paid. 'l'he War Cla.ims Act reqllires that 

~.,.J . . claimants must ha.ve been iUlBrican oitizens 'at the time the claim 
~ 

arose. 
~~~ 
(at~~ 

".""', 

':i'h(~ matter of reparation by Germany for the losses suffered by 
the United Uta-tea and its nat::l.onals is provided for in the Paris 
:R.eparaticn Agreement of 1946. Under thi.s Agreement the eighteen 
.JUlied natiOns, including the United Statas~ whioh had borne the 
major bu.rdens of the war determined the respective shares of ' 
repal~a.tion which oaoh would reoeive in settlemant of. cla11"~S against 
Germany. The principa.l sources of reparation Vl'E;re plant. removals 
frem Germany and the seizures of German assets located within the 
jurisdiction. of the Allied and oertain neutral countrieso The pay
ment of claillls under the War Claims Act discussed above are principally 
derived from -the proceeds of the sale of C'l0rman assets seized in the 

'United States under the prOvisions of The Trading llith the Enemy Aot. 
The War Claims C'JOmmiflsion beliews that, if its forthcoming recommen,. 
dations are favorably acted upon by C<mli;TeSs, this source of financing 
will be exhausted.. 

With resr-ect
Mr. Abe S.<llouake, 


318 East 66th Street, , 

New York 2J.,New York. 
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ftth respect to the Federal Republic 01 Genua.,.., 'there have 

baen ena.cted a number of law8 providing compensation t.o victimS 

eiNui persecution and more recentlJ for certain types of \far 

damage to pl"Gperty located in ~¥este:m Germany. The laws dealing 

wit.h, losses of victims of Nazi persecution are of t., general 

typelt. 'ft'!e. first COllceDl the rest1tut1bnof identif1able property 

to the loner Oimers thereof who were unjustly deprived ot their 

proparty for reasons of race,. religion, nationality, ideology, or 

peliticaloppos1tion to: National Socialism. "'lbs' second oonq9rn 

claims not' oognizable· undflr the restitution lAwaI' 8Ucb as cla.ims 

of psrsecut.ees wbo su.ffered bodily injury in concentration campS 

and losses msi:ng out of'discril!linatory treatment. The time for 

filing claims under bOth' types' of legislat1on'ha,s expirea, and the 

Department can give no assurance that;joo.r wife and her fand~YJ 

asSUMing tha.t they would otherwise be able to meet the requirements 

of these lawS, would be eligible to receive the benefits pr(')vided ' 

the reunder. . . 


There remains onafurther aspect of the problem of the. losses 

of persecuteeson which the Departlr:9nt wishes to comment. On . 


. Septell;1ber 10, 1952 the Gerlnan Federal. Government and the Confe.r~nce 
.on Jewish Material Claims Ag~inst 'Gerll'lanysigned an Agreement in 
mxatubourg on the subject of. oompensation to vietims of na.zi perse
cution•. ' T~ .agraementincludes prOVisions with respect to broadeidng 
theres:tItutlon and claims laws mentioned in the previous plrB.c~aph. 
The Department ianot in a position toeiprass an opinion concerning' 
t~ benefits, if allY, which may be available to your nf'eand her . 
falluly under the Agreement. '!'he Unit,ad States is nota party .to the 
Agreement and ~d not participate in the negotiations which proceded 
it. Accordingly, it is suggested that you write to. the Conference 
on Jewish Uater1a.l (!laipH.I Against Germany, 270' Madison Avenu.e I l-iewYork.. 
New York" giv1ng the details of the clalm and . inquIring .whether' the . 
provisions of the Agreement vdll be of 'assistance to you. 

For the Secretary of state t 

R.~.~ .
GER:GEA:RFMoores2gw. 

1/7/53 12-628 
, . 
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FOREST HILLS, N, V. 


J 
BOULl:VAIII> 3·4949 I 

JXj" I 
January 33, 

Departmen~of State , 
Un1ted. Sta'Se. of America 
Waah1ngton, D. O. 

GU'ile.en: 

I have be.n 8.a.v1.ed. 'nat a aertain' UB.1t ot your depart
.eat auties the pro.e.utioa of 1ad.an1t1eat1c. ola1•• 
qa1••'S 
by 'She Baal reg1Jlle. I 
81a1ms are pro••"111;ed 

Ia behalf of iwo 011ent8 who 
th1s matter, I 
you 0.. supply me 
.eclure app11cable io 

8up,ly me. ' 

JOG: 1p 

'She C;_maa Governm.a' tor a'ro01'S1e. oollllitt" 
fur~.r uxu1erstaD4 'Sha'S "ae•• 

on b.llI.lf of viet1•• oaly Dyat
torneya duly recognised by tae 8tate ~epar'S.eD'. 

are .eek1BK informat10a 0. 
would deeply·appr.eiate any 1nformat10a 

oonoerning the organieat10.,ad pro- , 
this aun1 t of yoU' depart_.,_ " 

T1aaak you 1n una.e for any 1nformat10athat you 11&1 
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. 'fhe l"~lpt is aeknowledgea ot yoar lettei-ot ZaBU81"J' 23, 1953 ~ S . ~ .~ 
r.elativeto.. the pro8ectttion,Qt i~ncat1cm .claims against· the UI:; t=1 


'G'er.maD~meDt. . '. . '.e· ~ 

.~ 

'i'he 1m.rormatioa which you h.aYe received that tbeDepa:rt.merit Dt .(I) 

:State~H .the prosecut.ion ~ Claims or rtottru of' lasi p:n-8E1GUtlon' ;:1' 

ami that IUeh cl.a1ma TMq be proseCttted o~: by attorneys ctu.qr.eoog- I\) !f' 

n:tsed b:.r tbiaDepa.rtDemt· ts illOOn'eet. The· obligatlon·tfR' tb•. ·~ m~ 

'pirisat.icm Of' victimeof llud... rests with therespoaai'ble:Lamd '. I\') txI 

GbVel'mItemts. . • (II . ~ :) 

"' ... t.-&4 • .... ;' 
the tOUt" German LaeDder compr1a1ag tbeUDlW .tatee Zaae of .... ct 

~. pramulgatlild GeD8l"8l Claims Laws vhiah ~d8 a means o.t;( . ~ ~ 
bdemnifiaatioll tw· certain classes of persons who aatrEJ1"ed persODal;;..... 1. 
. . . .'. . .~
damage and 1088 ot11berijy .1Iir'UIg the Baz1 regiu. There are enclOl:'fj.............. 

_ptes of two press releases f.ssued by the Department ~ State COD>- :··~t".... o· 

cGrning these l:s.WS.¥ou will note it ls stated that tor the land to I 

be liable asJ"EIstltu..... a ela1mutmust have had his legitimate. I\) 

damlCile or r&.!).tldenoe~ IIU8t have 4i.ed Q!" emigrated prior teo that OJ 

date. PersOJ18 whO' resltie4 iDa Displ.aeedPe1"sona camP.1rt .. tm1ted 01 

States ZOne on lamu.u.-y 1, 1947 "8J'8. also el1g1ble. 'The deacDines tor ~. 

fil1IJg claims vith the.Land ottices1n the lfldted StatesZo:ae. haw 

~. . 

'fhe .Berlin Ctv A.s~ has als.o pra1II1llgated a General Clatma· 

Law similar to t:he laws described l1l the press releases. !he 

reg1stryagencw fat' t:hefll1l1g of el.a1ms m.B..lli 1s Ent.iJehadl.. 

~, ¥ehrbel1inerP!at'l 1,Berl.::l,a-Vilaersclol't. Genaa.Iw.!he 


. .'~tllt12. t:ortilhg suCh olai·me'1nBerl1l'111aS OCtober 31, 1952 • 

. TbeLaendar 1n the British and Frene1a Jones have also issued 

a number f!i.t 1awslJ ._~, ~8S and admin1stratt.. direct1w. 

providing ameana of IndemJdtioatloD to pers01l8 who duriJJg the Jle.s1' 


Hr. Jack C. Ge:rfiDke1, 

lttor:ney at Law, 


ll;6;.S5 Queu Boulevard.. 
'Porest HillS, lev York. 

,Qlj!tr41< i i . ........ 
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~'~er$per8ecuted hecause ot political c:onvict1_ at." for racial, 
~(,iu;or'ldeolog1Calgrmmds and tbereb)" surtered dsmag~ to llf'e 
,aDd ~,health. llber'W. possessions.prope.rl;y 't.JJ: econaud.:o adVance-, ' 
ment .. , ' ,It,ie the Department'. li1lderetaindfng that ClaUlants UDder ' 
these: laws lItlBt have had their domicile or ,usual residence in the 
Briti. aone Ol"J1!reDCb "Zone' 1ifhen the loes wassustaiD.ed. 

The ilitWpretatiOil,and implementation of the indemnification 
lava ,enacted by the taender are Ge!'1Wl judia1al and Gov~ntal 
respomrlbilltiea..S1Dce thep:to~AiDg ,Dd, pqment ,of' such el.8ima 
,are matters tdthill th$ juri$d1otion of the 'Germanau.thorltiee, X, 
am sure, You w1J.lappree1a:te the l1!a1ted action which can be taken 
by the. Dlitpartment of $ta.teas tar as the 'prosecution of the cl.ai'ms 
is concerned•. ' ,Qtuillf'iedat.ton-.rs 'in Ci8~ Wma.llt' ~pr.esent noll.oo> 
~esldent cla1mantsand appear,betorerestitutiOIl courts' in Germa:ru 
1n behaltoftheir Clients.,' 

, In 'View of the fact that, the f'11bg, dates,under the'Mmpensatioa ' 
,lave have expired the Department can give 110 asBU1"8!lOe the.tyOlU:' , 
elientecaJl8W)CessfUll:f F8Ue the1r ~rd.ms at this late date U'the,. 
have not ~ 'filed them. However, certain event.J have~n~ , 
Occun"8d 'vbieh Da7 be of ase!stance1n this ease. On S&ptemb«r 10, 
1952 the 'CermaD 'Federi.l' ~nt and the CODf'erence OD Jewish 
Material Claims agaii1at~slgned aD Agreem.ent1n~Oll 
the, 6ubj£uJt of compenssti,on;to victims.of ..h.z1 perIleel1t1on. .lm<mg 
themnttm dealt .with in the Agreement 1s the problemot bNadenbg 
the .s.bOv'e. deScribed leg1sle.t.10J1 toeover peraeoute&s nowexclude4. . 
One method \rwieh this villbe. acb1eted is relan. theresidenoe 
and dataline requirements. .'ll,\e.luguage of' the Agr~ ~tbat 

UWhererea1denee and datel1ae reqoirementa are appliCable under . 
eor.upenaation ·legiEilatlon, eompensat1on~ente tor deprivation 
·Of llberty shall be graate4 to persons \Jho emigrated blri'ore the 
datella8 and had their last German d('.l!JioileOll' residence 'With1D 
the Fede~ territor.r. It 

Wh.Ue the 'Depar1Dent is not informed. of all the facts and ~ 
s,tanees of your. clients' Claims, . aml, . therefore, ie no~ in a position 

. 	tOECtpl"eBS an opinion CQDCarn1ll&' }X)sBible benet:l.ts ayail.a.bl:e to· them, 
it wishes to eav· attent.iontoth1s proviSion in the event they 
em.~ated 'bafore the datali.... (Which in most cases a J8J'itJal.7 1 . 
1947') ana at the time· or emigration had their last German damich. 
or ·.residence in. the t~tor;r or· the Federal RepubUc ot~. 

The United 

-,.-" 

-
-


i
S 
:1 

01 
)U 
ro' 

.y 

-"!" 

~ 


·RG 5YCf. 
,~ 1',.1-,---------  339010 

i Entry C lJFIrq fffJ" :~, 'rDECLASSIFIED
.' . "=13 

A'Ju10rityNIJO g 05'1> \ File 2"2, t1 '-I i 
., -:JJ 1111)00 

BY'.)f. I-!ARA 03\! ~ . Roy 1062, Reproduced at ltIe National Afchr-Ss 
~~--------------

http:benet:l.ts
http:victims.of
http:Qtuillf'iedat.ton-.rs
http:wassustaiD.ed


-3

The United States is not a party to the Agreement and did not 
participate in thenegotiatiODS' which' preCeded it. Accordingq. it 
lssuggested that you write to the Conference on JeWish Materlal 
Cla1ms Against Germalv'. 270 .dies Avenue, lev York, • ., York, , 
giving the details of your cl1ents'cla.i.ms and inquiring whether the ' 
provision of the Agreementvlll beotassistance to them. . 

Sincerely yours, 

Far the Seeretary 'of State. 

(~.;.:Ar~'< 
. "".. -.~,.~" ~ 
George V.Bakei' ' 

otf'icer in Charp 
GermanPrope.rtq Attairs 

Bureau or German' Utairs 
,,/ 
Encl~sl 

,1. Preas Release No. 759. 
2. Press R$lea:ae 10.481• 

./'~;j;~:~ 
, Gm: GEA: ~S't~~-(leh J/28/53 1-1086 
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'.' . '.' '. AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMERINMATE~ OF[""+.~~ 
CONCENTRA.I / . 'NO OTHERVlcrlMS OF NAZI peRSECUTIO'N 

Em~st Federn ,all material claims are our moral demands: NEVERMORE' 
~~'r;,~eGt:Jtr:(~isterhood) CONCENTRATION CAMPS OR . ATROCITIES %. ' '. , 
Ri~a Herzog, Elizabeth, N.}.· , 
H. E. }a,co,P w' th t it f' . t h it'dDr. BennoLee Ive are e exper -w nesses 0 cr;mes aga~ns uman y,,'an
Peter'M'amroth ., understand the moral obligation imposed upon the surv1]v;oT,S' ',,': 

1174 Bender, East <;levelan<Victims of HitIer s persecution of whom we are' the' sp'okeSmen.Cleveland 6, OblO 	 t ..,.. ' , '. 

', ... ~b.:llCyand ~n the warf~e of Ideas. 

b-;~ '. ~$ttOl:~ 

~', 

RG ~" 
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A'JlhOrity~D '~-=13"Sb IFile ?. {~~ ./14 J 
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c~t ueto 

pc:>li~ical moment fo~ourforiegn 

Chairman-Emeri tus:
Dr. Armand Eisler 
Co-Chairman:
Paul Stein 
Vice-Presidents: 

Or; Bela .F.~p!an,.,Walter Licbtman 
Edgar C. Oldofredi 
Gerhard Seger' 
~~~i:~i{l~an 
262 East Broadway; N.Y. 

Fincylcial Secretary: 
Samson Scberzer 
~~~;~!:r: Glass 
Executive.Members.' 
Julia bauber. 

~lb!:N~rtt~:tel 
Ema Tuchler 
Consultants: 

g:~l~rl~~ra~~:~:rsen 
Representative~: 
MaxD'OIl, 
4710 Pickford St.Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
Ludwig Klausner, 
102 .ffhi!dpil~in~~N·:Y. 
Dr. Otto Lewin 
::~d~~~Y~b~lfv,d.' 
806 We.st Erie !>-ve.,PbIladelpbls, Pa. 
E. M. Wyman, 

____I _-: 

teJl 
\'

I 
. 

'. S...3. 
i ADal--

-t" 
/"', 11 tCf:l.¥li.B d"\' TREET, NEW YORK 25, N~Y. 
i MJ.tRFI'fI ~§~: M YS AND THURSDAYS: 5:30-7P.M. 

;)11 
qpr.OfSMTE 

DC/I 	

Dulles, ..<. t..J... thJ 

L: SC 4.9m 

. 

..... iA,//y;I/~7.· ,-"X A " 	 _ (I)'<oI..l..
\. . u:. l: l), '." - ~ ~_ ., 1'3 . ~J<.!'Dear Mr. Secretary: .i..':..,n~tll 1.\": ~ A". . U"~.\, 

' ' I ,...,._ 

"W'e',' -the survivors of' HitIer's concentration ,cau:.t.. s organiied'
!U,lJ 	 . 

J' 

in this country as a group of many. thousands ,who .are readY':.:;,:",f 
to fight for hUman rights. and against criminal .inhumanities' :{'" 
in the true American spirit, ,take the opportWlity 'oftb:e,,:!~ . 
change in .the Administration ito express ·our· sinc,'erecCln.~,~::\;! 
gratulations and hopes that this Government -wfll under:S::f' . S?'tj 
our worries and be able to care for them in a more effi'cj!; S·..;:: 
way than it has been done so far. Our concern is -far f:m:>fl1 ~. 
having revenge complexes - to obtain your aid :for ol:1:r· fllR(ra~ . 
mental claims both of. moral and material nature., Far above 

to offer testimony efterror and to 'warn' indefatigably'" 
against the da.nger which atavistic barbarism engenders. 
We are the oldest group comprising thousands of these wit 
nesses', and we did our share in. the discharge of these our 
moral obligations, for example, by retrial in the case Of:.,: 
lIse Koch and our participation in the investigation ci).f , . 
h' 1 L d f db' .t e ,Sov~et contro led agers an . orce la or. i; 

We"prot"8st'ed against these cr.i:mes from our, .,beginning.,as,:",,,·.,..,',";............. 
well as we publicly protested against forced extradition ... ,' 
of human beings to Soviet authorities. ,. , . ",\';~~'~ 

l " V'f\,tve also tried to r'ender social help and bring 'about legd!sla,..;'. . 1" . 

tion for indemnification of the many thousands of destttu::ete 

We helped and are still trying to help numerous destitute 
victims to obtain ~ro~_o:tl.:here and in Germany. Therefore, . 
we could gat~er experience .of, a unique character in the' . '; 
field of SOCial, ,moral an4 material problems 'o~ this grou'lh 
We are now convinced more than ever th~t satishc»ry in- , . 
demnities and· particularlyswift payroentwoUldNef~ct a 
deterring influenoe upon those criminals who 
commit crimes against humanity in the Soviet c9J,t,olled:J' 
are~s.· It,. involves also a 

Feb~ary 
::ti~ 
~ 1"; J..IJ'r/

I .. :Z: ~ 
~ -oj ~. 

,'195.p;, 
I \v 

. I c:
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it occurred before"" 
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AMERICAN"ASSOCIATION., OF, FORMER INMATES~OF, 
TION-CAMPs;:ANa OTHER'VICTIMS' OF NAlIPE'RSECUTION . 

. • 1 -',. ., . 

" 252,Wt;ST 92ND STREET, NEW YORK :t5, N;Y. 
OFFICE tfOURSIMONDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 5:30-1P.M. 

TEL: SC ,4-9772 

Hon. John Foster Dulles, 
- 2 

We are a non-profit organization wi thoutany financial help',.
Chairman-Emeritu.s: 
Dr. Armand Eisler We are not helped by the Jewish Organizations nor: by other 

Co-Chairman: funds. We sometimes sacrifice our last dollar and elUr full 

Paul Sceia time. Bu't we ask for assistance, and, understanding, and we 

Vice-Presidents: hope you will not fail in these .oUr expectations., ' 

Dr. Bela Fabiaa 	 " "" " " Walter Lichanaa ' , ' 	 ' , ., '.,
Edgar C. Oldofredi As' far as material clai~s are conoerned, thesci~calied Trea,ty, 
~;;~:~e~~ger" of Luxemburg negotiated by the Government of Israel and, the ' 
Felix Wilimaa ' Jewish Material Claims ConferetJ.~e contain agreements, .which 
2~2 Ea~t Broadway, N·y,disregard the individual claims lot ~he victims. ',Seven:,yeB:f;fil 
FInanCIal Secretary: after the Liberation the survivors l.n this qountry as w,ell 
~:r::~s~herzer as in Israel are suffer ing, ailing, aging and dying without, 
Dr. HarZ-Glass any compensation. The survivors are looking atthis,Treaty 
Ex.ecu.ti,lJe Members: with dismay ~ They were not represented as the deal was made. 
Julia Dauber ~~ereas reparations of' 822 Million Dollars were pledged' to 
5~T~e~d~;Fuchs the State of' Israel for. its budget, neither the victims, in, 
M~got Gladtke (SisterhooI).<3rael nor the victims l..P- this country have been granted'" 
~!SE.~:r:::' Elizabeth, ~hdemnitles beyond the present ,narrow 'limit (about $1.00 
Dr,Ben~,?'Lee for a day spent in a concentration camp) • Even the,payment 
~;.t~d~~t:ntel of these small indeinnities is very uncertain and. nottr~ns'-
Albert Nothmaa ferable.' It depends upon the financial capacity of the 
Eroa Tuchler lender and, if the new Legislation of the· BundeBrepublik , 

g~,n~~~it:t~mburger comes about ,upon the financial capacity of, the Bundesre~ 

Prof, Arthur F. Petersen publik 'after ,the reparation debt toward Israel has been met. 


, , . . 	 f . 

RepresentatilJef: 	 , 

~foD~el~fordSt, We were not allowed to attend the negotiations., We were 'n,ot 

L?s Aageles 6, Calif.protected by-our Government. Whereas our Governmentfail'ed 


LudWig KI~usner, to protect our rights' by ~i.-at.tendance, the Jewish, Agency

102 GrandView Ave., i h d' t ,,' 't th C f 	 t'" t d'White Plains, N.Y. W t d·epen en organ~zat~on$ a' e on e,r~.nq_e nego:.H:l E:L". 

Dr. Otto Lewin, alone with the German delegation, whose chairman also pre..; ,

220 Elmwood Blvd., f 11 ti 	 t· 't i di id 1 i d f"f" t',·, ' Yo.ck, Pa. erred co ec ve compensa l.on: 0 n v ua n emn ica, J,on. 

Guido Schoc:nhof, The suffering victims themselves werealbsent. It was ,a pact

806 West Ene Ave., b t St F' 11 I 1 i' t 'd' " Philadelphis,Pa. etween wo ates. l.na y, srae ,prom sed 0 ce,'e asm~ll, 
ri7~'BW~an'E Cl If:r;action of its reparations to the privileged organizations. ' 

Cle':l::d 6~sOhioeve ?ramitted to the Conference. ,Three ,thousand survivors of con,,:,', 
, 	 centration camps organized in Israel. do not expect anything 

from the reparations to be paid by Germany to the Government, 
of ; Israel.' Nor do, we' six thousand organized .luner.ican, sur.,. , 
vivors expect anything from the ,promises of some alms by the ,', " 
Jewish Organizations, which mayor may not get their share of 
the promise from Israel. 

Austrian and other groups remain discriminated against. 
should like to emphasize the position of the individual from 
Austria, who ought not to be neglected as 
It seems to be very doubtful whether the \'\Test German Bundes 
Republi,kwill issue satisfactory legislation for the just'i 
claims by these disregarded groups.' , . 	 . 

. ....'~-"'--'-' -..;."; ..".....:::-.~'~"''' --;-~· __~.h_.'" 
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Chairman-Emeri tus: . 
Dr. Annand'Eisler 
Co-Chairman: 
Paul Stein 
Vice-Presiden.ts: 
Dr. Bela Fabian 
Walter 'Lichtman 
Edgar C. Oldofredi 
Gerhard Seger 
Treasurer: 
Felix Willman 

262 East Broadway, N.Y. 

Fin.ancial Secretary: 
Samson Scherzer 
Secretary: . 
Dr. Hardy Glass 
ex.ecutive Members: 
1utia nauber . 

Ernest Federn 

Dr. Theodor Fuchs 

Margot Gladtke (Sisterhood) 

Risa Herzog, Elizabeth, N.]. 

Ii. E. ] II:COP , 
Jr. BeniJo Lee 
Peter ·Maru.roth 
Jr. Edward Mantel 
~lbert Nothman 
Ema Tuchler 
:onsultants: 
Jr. "Adolf Hamburger 
)rof. Arthur F. Petersen 
lepTesentative~ : 
.xO'Ol1, 
1710 Pickford St. 

Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
~udwig Klausner, 
[02 Grandview Ave., 

White Plains, N.Y. 
)r. Otto 'Lewin, 
~20 Elmwood Blvd., 

York, Pa. 
nudo Schoenhof, 
:06 West Erie Ave., 

.Philadelphis, Pa. 
i. M. Wyman, 
174 Bender, 	East Cleveland 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

\~ . 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONOf'FORMER INMATES OF 
TION-CAMPS AND OTHER VICTIMS OF NAZI PERSECUTION 

252 WEST 92ND STREET, NEW. YORK 25,101. Y. 
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAYS AND THUR~DAYS: 5:30-7 P.M. 


TEL: SC <4.9m 


Hen. ,Jt:)u F.oster Du.J.les, 
- 3 -.' 

We represent these disregarded gr.oups. The Austrian' 
survivars . in· this .oountry. who suftered in Na.zi Oonoen
'tration Camps protest ..aga~st.'the deal.. otLuxembourg··· 
by which the. Gonterenoe 1ri.JewisliMa'terial Claims abandans. 
the olaims ot· viotims. trom Atlstr ia agains..t ,West .'. GermanY". 

We insist on just o0mpensation tor all sur.vivors in. this. 
00 untry .We protest. against the deals with the fJliIii!JfJ..Iw"gO
We pr.otest against. similar. deals with the. A.ustrian. '. 
GovernmeJit. The abave ment.ianed Jewish. Material Clai.1n.s 
Conferenoe . tries. again .'to monepolizethe .negotlatiens .. 
tor itselt and some. depend.ent. :groups. . .' 

\ 	 ' 

We insist. on beth moral and ma'terialelalms ill view or 
the rising.new. nazi and oommunist .. threats tohumanr1ghts
and treedoms. We protest against the denial or just.
compensatians. The.Reioh. oan af'.tord huge reparations 
tor the Middle East, but not t,Or the viotims ot its 
oori.oentrat~oD oamps trem Austria ••• 

, 

Mr. Seoretary, we permit ourselves. to ask tha.t YOI1 
advise your Department to deal: "ith our deJl!8.nci's in a 
new spirit. We will be, as we have a1wa1& been, oQop-" 
erative and dQour best tor and onbehalt ot.manY~1 
thous,ands it suff'eringpeople. who hope their llbe:r..~or, . 
President isenhower, will at last dry their tears~ . . 

~ 

Paul. Stein 
Chairman 

RG ~'f 
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. 'Respeot:tully 10Q±'s;'~' 

~~~t7.. 

: Dr~' Arman.d. Ei.sler 
, Chairman·]§nerltus . 
1 	 / . 
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! 
1 

DI1:...WR 

DENVER OFP1Cta::. u .. ~",,, ....,. . ,':J. 
4:1.B POST OFFICE BLDG.MEMElEROF 

COMMITTEE ON THE
1 (Congress·of tbe Wntteb *'tlltesI 
I .JUDICIARY 

.ou,e of l\epre'enttttibtS . ( '. ACTION;l 
.a~fuBtou, l'. 4t. .' is assig~ed to 

f 

15M__! 
February 9, 1953 

'. Bureau of German Affairs 

De,partment.;'of St.at.e 


'Washingt.on,D. C. 


(\JAt.t.ent.ion:Mrs. '.Irm.a ...... starr; \.' .. 

w (\.j . 

..,.. 

.:c";5! : .:;. .. Clo 
;'.1') ... Dear'~.St.arr:' e ...... 

wo '0:: 0:: 

' .."......~ .,;"'
~''''''' 

,,{..)'<4. : .<.~'~g'~ . 
.!.U£ "2;Iha'V~several constit.uent.s'who 
·cr ..... 

, CC· .cr;; ascertlining:theirrlghts', to make claim fori 
-Q't:;: L' recom~nse' from the German; government ~for being 

placed.in Nazi Concentration· Camps dUring World 
War II~ 

I wbuld appr~ciaie it if you'wou14 o~tlinethe 
various, possibilities and procedures' so 
I may properly advise ~ 

./ " 

BGR:kk 

This lettelP(artI iva . 
enolosures, ii'any) 1Ilto~. 
:t'ilmed for nCjR reoords 

'. <II 

are int.erested in 
. 

that . 
constituents • 

. Yours very truly,' 
" 

1""1 

'. 

'. 4 

'. !', 
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h lfoDartable 
Ba·-ront. Rogel'S, 

HQuSe of R$pMaeBtatiws. 

and limb, 

1beLaender 'lD the Britiah·ana. French Zones lHrfre also .1seued 
a. ~ ~aesand' admlntet.:nt!w d1reoti..of "'8. ~, 
p,riWlti11g 8. means ~ DiJsm:D1r1eatton to ptiIl"SQDI Who dUriJJg the Basl 
"g_'Wf.l1:!e perseeu~ ~& of polt:tl.ca1 oomrlotlon ·,.ror 1'!~, 
rtr1.1g1OUQr :l~10aJ.·~ aDd ~. saft'C"ed daJI$p to lmt 
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aDi·l'.tI1\D ·.~~ltb"" ,.s...1oDs" ~ _. e~a4vame
~. It 'hit the· ~_'8 ~taniU:sg that ela1maDta' UDder . ' 
these ~ ·IiiUt have, .ba4 ·,theiir4alaieueor u.awal. ~·.1Bthe 
lri.t1ehZse .~~ 'Zone, When· the' 1aeB .. tJ1I8ta511lMh 

\ 

•·~lt·is_t .Clee ffta, the tuts~dta y~ letw 
W'.letb.erC'r net.Y~ CODt.itwmts vOt:W1 have 'beEQl ~,ola!~ 
~ :the,., ,l.smB, meati0JiG4 ,above. 1n aqy' eeuN. in·vtew·at the tact tha.t 
the· rtttDg' dates ...-..:tlie_h.ils kaye."",:. ·the·~~.CQUl4 
81,. ,no .•'l1Il~$that the.v,eould ~8sful13 pW'"BUG tl:l~d:.r cla~ a.t. ,J 
th1s1I'f.te~. 

.H~~, ,~wenw baVQ. _o~· ocau.r.r.ed Wti1oh'mIl1 beet ' 
uS1t~:tanc$ ;l.nwC'h cae:ftS. OnS,ept6mber lQ, 1952 the Gentl1m F~a1 
:Gov~~r!lmant ,and. theConterQnQeoll. JewiSh 'l6J.teti4l ClaJms ega11wt 
~~,d,aa,'Agl"~t tDL1~g Oft. the sa.'bj&et,o.t~%J!oO. 
satitm to. v!otbm!l of 'Haz1,~t;1on. 'amg the mt~ dealt. w:Lt.h 
:tn .tb,e., I~~t lsthepr.oblem·or ~. the above d9~bed,· . ' 
legtslatd.oD ·tocover pereeeuteee BOVGCl1ided. .Oae' methGi by ulUah 
We \11l;l be&tm.t~ is re:1a;x:htgthe ~ee1d&nce and (1ateu..mq~ 
menw. the ~ of' the ~nt~ that . 

·Whtme"s1~:mJ&· and, _~~ ... appliaab.le 
'tlI.l&r ~'atlOl\ legislatit'i~ ~t.1oJ1~nt. tar 
deprivatiOn of l:i~ shall be~t$dto pe'rt1Oft£ vho., , 
emigrated befOre 'the dat~ and had their last German 
~eUef/l!! ~1de:nae v!tbln the FeU!'al t.rito!l!F.u 

While t1:l$'l?9p'trtment lsaot iDf"0rme4 
. 

otall the', taote 
. 

and· ~ 
£Itance3 o~yow:' eonsti tuents' cl.aimS, and,. the1"etOJ'e~. 1:s not iB a 
position to~. aD.~on ~.pon1bls~t,..a-.u
abl\tl to them, it ldabee to draw at~t1ml. to ~-u }'JI'ov!aion in 1:he . 
$Vent tb(Vemt~t&4 ~01".e thadtttel:.i:.M(Wh1oh1n ..-.r .... u 
J~l, .1947) .and, at: the ti.JRe: t4~tiODha4 ~ last. ~ 
damtCfle or ~~ h 'the tarritor.Y··Gf thehda1:al.RapUblic ot 
~. 

%be. V_!~Statee 18 ..m'It.. 8. .P82"\V' tfl tbe Agr~t an4 did nott 
~loipa.w1u the~ttu.t.1oDs ¥hi. ~.lt. ~~i it 
i.suggested tha~ lnter_tea ~v1dttdBVJr.1te t(J t!te Co.af~ ~.• 
Jewtsh)kter1a1 .tll.a.ims ~··~'·210 Ha4i8OJ1.Avenue, lewtork. 
·!few York, gi'9'.blg the deta1lsof .\li.dr ol.aims .and ~whetbsr 
tb.e¢ov:1sl.<H:l of' the ~t v1Ubeot ·ass1s~to 1'.'b.em. 

:t:n dew .6f' the poes:J.bili~tllat 1~ CODSt1t't1ent8 ..,. ha:v'e'" 
.blerl.ean ci~at the t1.lBe G1t the17'~t.W8 1n'vlte yf!'Jl!# 
attention to the ~:ClsJ.Ds Actot1948 (Public LavS96. 8Oth~, 

.,pr0v.e4. 

_._-----:-----..;..-
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a~d Juli'.), 1948)•. ·QS ~,. Which eJl'eate4 the WarOl.a1lUl Ccrm

ml.aton. 1'b8 Ctlmmdssio1J; vas· aotl"l'ated on s.p~ 14. 1949. ·The. 

Qutho%'ll.tq ttl theW'a!' Clams ComrIlt.s.ionto ~ve aDdadJud1cat.e 

olaiina is prGeetliQy l1m.tted t& etaS. tor (.) detent1cm benat1tae .. 

...~~rloan civ:l.Uamt·who wore ..~. bspeo:U1G4 Pacd.t1o 

are.. OJ!' b,y~fts:t1'M'iv~ of'suCh 111dtvidJW.e, (b) ouba1et&!Jce 

aU~, lu ~~ of ,.... who· did .DOt· reaeive the qual.1v ~ 

quanUtyot food pr'$soribed bY' ,tbe Ckimsa '~tioD of. 1929. cr· b.r 

~rta1n su.rvi-vcrs .Of ,S. 1Jid1rldw.itl:8J - .("l ~sement beDat.':!te ]

tv'l"~otm ~Z8t.toasoperat1ng 1n the' t~pp1nes. NO' pqment . 
is ftllthoricMd 'toUrdted 'states <dU__ ~ or lqrlSODed in 
the E'I.1ropoonTbeat.-. Tht«ltar.clu;sion restS 1n part ~ thG, rUt 
thi1t . thetJni~ ·States' ~ gave ..ample Y~.to ita c1t138DS' 
Prio!." to the outbreWtof the war to leave .th«t;.. area. 

Bw~, the ~~nent'ie1nf0J:'me4 tbAt tbeW.. CltdmB Cem
mlesd.QIl ha;a. prepar~ .re~tiomJ; for the· CfmS1d.erQt1anof the 
~sstdddi"w~ :r~ the ~tioned ~itona1 . 
mstmiction.tt?.. ,~reet.cttheee ~tl0D8., 11 t~ ., 
a:etgd~nby tbe~8s, .tDa7,perm1t YOUlIl"eoJ.U!Ititwmte to recetw 
tho b~ts~dea'~ the· war ClaimS Aet,altbough the· .D!tpert
mcmt ·dQesnot v1.eh to CODIit ltaalt Oft tbU poht. fhe7' 1.'MO' villh to 
vrite to .t!m w.Cl.a:la.a~on,!a'ri.tl Bu:UdlllS. F betvaen . 
S~ a;ri4' Elg'htb S-tr_t,..,. N~rt.mtest., l!flSb1Dg1.xm, '1). c., for. turlhe1r 
advice andpids.DC9 en· il'da.m&ttsr. . 

Sl~yourlB, 

, : 

. BeD I. Brown, h. 
Aett.., AsstatantSewetal.7 

1.. .J!t&ss Relet.iS$ No. 71J9.. 
2. Press .R.l~Uo. 48l. 

I' 

.. ·.{Jil·'/: 
..- ".: ~ .. 

i(~ --"':.f.._ -':'>(t~t~tl.~ t tI f\.." 
• _ ......1 ..2/12/53 

Hr. Eoores 
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1607 Ruscomb street, 
Phaladelphia 41, Pa., 
March 23, 1953. 

11-'1St 
...... t:! '" 1-'
(') ~ tl~ 
!'IJ '"l 

u.s. Department of State, C!* 

Washington 25, D.C. ~ 1\) ~ 
0) .(3 

Gentlemen: 1\) ~ . ,~
Could you furnish me with, or advise me where .- ,ill 

to obtain, information regarding the provisions t~e West ... '&
German Government. has made'concerning restitution of former ~ ....~ 
Jewish-owned property under its jurisdiction to the heirs 
of the former owners? ' ' . 

\
~~ 

, . . ~ ~ 

More particularly, about 1939 property was owned' 'I S 
in Waldessen,Bavaria, by ~ woman.who later, died in Auschwitz_ f\) I 

. Apparently, her only relatJ.ves alJ.vle today are a son, and. three OJ 
grandchildren by a deceased daughter. The son and one grandchild 01 ~ 
are United States' citizens; the other two grandchildr~n are '"' OJ 
English nationals,bu~ are presently in the United states as 
permanent residents. 

I would appreciate your'informing me, if you are 

able, whether there is a possibility of claiming such 

property; what the' procedure would be; and what proofs

would be. requ ired. _ . , .' 

Thank you for your courtesy. 

158551 
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Abbott,I.C. Rosem/?-n 
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~, 

,',
>,.' 

.J :~. 

, ' c ~;'.. 

The receIpt' is acbowledged or your letter or March 23, 1953 request ) :~:,! 

ing information regard1Dg' t~ ~sslbl~ restltutlcDof property in WaldBusen, i) ~:! 
Germany, of which tbet lawf1l1 ownfll', nowdeceaseCl, was presU!'R8.bly forclblJ' 

" ~ deprived during the ,NasI ~gime. :'"'\" 

do "':ti<' 
~l, 

" It would appear from the information contained In your letter that no :.(......'~ 
steps have been" taken 1nGem~ ,to~rd the recovery of ,the propertylD I. tl' 
question and that the ,heirs have not taken, an:v action to assert their b.eredi- .. ·w: 
te.ry rights t01t,.' Vje would, point out tha~ tilitaryGow1"nlII,ent Law No. 59 .... .f:~; 
was enaCted',ln tb,e UrdteCl,States. Zone .of OCeupI1;tlonof, GermaD3',wh~cp Pft1V~g rf ',J f! 
tor the restit,utlon otldent1flable pr~rty. :!,nt'he United, states Zone, of ~~, ?i (:,:," ~5 
whica"the lawful owner ~, forcibly de,prlved d'l1rbig the Nui ,regime,beeausinJ b) ~. 
orra.ce, religio~, nationality, ideolow. or 'polltlc'el oppositien ,to Ratio Ng J :;~ 
Soc1allsm~All pere,ou se.k1r:sg restitution or sUch ,property hacLto :fi~ theirO'>§ :1 C: 

ela1:sis Un~e~ this, law witoh the Central F:!l.blg Agenejr (Zentralaemeldeat), Bad Nf1,J 
Nauheim" Germany, on or :before ,December 31, 1948. '". (' 

"If appropriate ~ps were taken m' Germany to endeavor/to obtailt rest1.;. :::ff 
!:!1:stit!~o:O~~~:~:' ::~:::1!tf!; ,~=r:a~o!~ ~out:1:-ta:!::: to '~;' 
the ela1m and possible, settleJnSat of it. WeaJ"e Dot 'aware of 8.Df recourse ~, 
against the German GoverDmel!lt avallableto claimants if' their claims based 011 {)Jfd 
deprivation of proper~ were not f11e~ with the, appropriate claims &g$nc,v to ~~ 
Germ~ 'before the speci,fied t.1me limit. ().J: 

Of' ), On the basis of tbeassumptloll that the heirs' he:red1tary 1Bterests in 
()Jthe property about which you. tll"& inquiring are not knon, to ,the restitutio. 

...authorities in Germany, we would invite ~ attention to .Arti.ele 10 ot Law 59 

which praridee that a neOGa.or organiaat1oD# to be, a,ppol!1ted by Ir1'Ultary 


Government, j.~ 
~~ 

~ 

./ 

"tV 

t~j 

(,-'') , 
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Gove~t.t shall be entitled to the util"e estate ot 8Il1 persecuted person .. 

who died wlthoutheirs, therelv modifyiDg the Germu laws of escheat under 


. which 31lchpropertles would have .gOM to the German state. Pursuant to this 
.rticle, MUitary GOYernm&nt appointed the Jewish BestltutloD Successcr' 
Organisation, a charitable corporation orgaaized under thelawso! theSt&te 
of New York. as the suocessor orp.n1zation to heirless properties 1D the . 
Am.erlcanZone. the &0 rUed cla1u to all propert1e. age.1Dst. which no 

. other cluu bad been filed. Subaequentl1', theJBSO. teaud. that It had fUed 
.~olaims to certain. properties' which had alao been claiJlle.d 'tf' 11vlq OIlJler8 . 

.~,- ':~

and hei,rs, ~ where thellving o1l/D8rB'sndhe~ra had tiled prior to the .' t:,/ 

December 31; :"948 deadline, the JRSO withdrew Its cle.1a. However" 1£, the . , "') t:'; 

??~.living 01ll'rl91" or heir did not fUe prior tG tbe.deadline, the CourtotResti  'c~..tutlon Appeals, 'Which. 1s· t.he supreme court OD restitutlonln the l.me1"100 	 ;"" 

.. 	 Zone and compo8eden~irelyo:l .American judges,.' bas . bald ~t the claim JIUIt • 
be pt'I.rsu6dby theJaso~' In this· situation" ilonver,· the JBSO ,Will tuna o"er 
the properllesreeoverea under U .• al8.i.m to the living e1aiJlumt. . 
-	 " '. t· , ' :xi. ,'::':" 

IJJ SUma.t7t ~f the helrs: rUed a claim with the Oantral rUing Agency 

at Bad. Nauheim on 01' betore Decemoor :31, 1948, their claim should be pursued 

with that Office. If no action was taken. tm.der the provialonsof Law Np. ~ 

bJ.· the heirs, for the recovery ot the prOpel't7~ they may' wis~ to co~Ji1U1licate 

with the Jewish RestltutionSuo,C8Bsor Organi_tion, 270 Madison. Avenue, . , 

New York ·16, New York, to ascertain \vhethel' or; not theJRSO. fUed 8c1m for 

restitution of the propert7i Snd· Uso to inform the JRSO of their interest. 

1nlt for in this case it will. be Jieees8617 to,81'n.nge with tbe JRSO for an 

uaigrunent ot its claim, to, them.' . ' 


Sheerely yours, 	 '! \ 

..... , For the Secretal7 of'Statal 

J(0,,;+-;1-.---... 
·John w. Auchi.DOJ.:OS8 

, AcUng Officer in Charge 

German Property Artairs 


. Bure:auof, German Affairs· 


R!flit . ,P, md' ,
GEl'f:'CEA: IStarr: s 3-454 
4/9/53 
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i ~B8J:'~q.A8S8IillJf' .....a1Io'. ~W. :.....114 

~~1f:,jdldl.r<',~·.. l11....~:4e~ .ttte ~''''~*'''' 

',!,1Ie :~pa,~ :...... :~ ....:ft,.1l1j "~i......Jer)Ia. D·......... 
\~,·.l..l·l:t~.Platal.~~~:rt.'.....,. 'fila . 
JlflNll'. I. ;tll1•.·....ol,i_ s;.:BerDa'..,~"", .1952• .!l. .'; " v.' '" •. ,l· .>"fr ,','. ;.- "," ,:' ,'" ' , ;. -, '\ . ':.'.' '," .,: '··_.~··ill the Bti,,* ua ~.~.'haw a1eo i ...... 
~.~Qt'~,.~_... , ......·, ..JJdid....U .. din~' 


'~_."': ,ottM..Jt'tl.~·. ',....." iIWfGI'" IllS!
~egbt8 ..... ,....~ ~",o.t~i:pollUflil~.... t. . 
~.·!···.~J;&iOu·.. ~al~,...··~··~:.....". 

tel!;'; ""'~~_~ pea...~•.~~eooJIIJdo 


\\ 't4d~~';. 'Iti11':~.·· .' '. ", .. '. 'I.·~.tM.' e1.illfADta 
\\.~"·tbe-"l&- ·...thaw·ha4,.·tbab domlotbOJ' ua.al~ 
\~.~ ~~..• ZoDe·.r f'reD•.£aa' 1IheD th.; 1os. ... __td"~ . . 
~\\. ·la,·~~:~·tndtbat:" ~"_••""' ........u. 

~- haVe 4IXJP1'red the.~ .. 11.........,...·.t.l18Da ... 
~e:vtU::~f3U~~=:='::: :~~~=.,.
W\~ aas1:~ tis ......... .Go. SepteJllbep 10,1952 the·...,.. 

.F8Ileral,a-....tdll.the cOal...... aaJ.... JlateJo1a1.Cl.a1.a8 
'a~t·~., .a1paa .. :lp8....,hLtat""',QII tIuit· ...et 

.~'1.~timlto:dot1_·ot ~ per."'t1Oh~ ....,t.hemt.ter8 

d~~t ,wlth .11i'ithe·Apeemeatt" the·~aot~..... 


. ~.. i~bed' 1epalauell.'tDOG'I'e1" peI'8~~ ...OJ..... ..~: 
), ./

oae\\lI1tlthDil bt'Whtoh thte ·1dU-~1a'J!8lmd.. thB :redCl.. 
qd\~ate.Uae'l8qut~~'lhe: laDgaqe ..,... ~1\t __au.&t 

I 
i: 

; \ ,.' ','. . " . i 

i) \ ItWhertl,raaiflellOeaud' date.11:De· bqu.1ft_.W·ueappl);cable . ,i 
. \ \uaaeroempeJUlat.lml.leg1elau. •. :.....\ioa ·,...... t.. I' 

'l~l'.!....aiU_ ot,'abe•.8haU 'Wp-aatecitO, .~.• . i,i 
~ em1~ted.btilt_e. the date1.1aeud ha4 .their, lan teraaa I~I,\4om1d18Or "~.. witIdD tbe·:P"ma.~.....· 
1 \ ' . . '. , . , ~," . l>' I:· 
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'lhe_W~tate.·l.,:'-',,, ,.~. ~:1M4~'" U4!ae\ 
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Herman Muller, American Federation ot Jevs trom 
. 

Robert D. Held, 
Mr. Lewis, GER 
Mr. Moores, " 

GEiR: Mr. Lewis 

MEMORANDUM OF CCEVERSATION 

April 13, 1954 

Central Europe, Inc. 
n • 

:t 

V'.~ /' 
Mr Reinstein 1/ j/'

• . v'Mr. Margolies 

Miss ~ ( 6 oopies


ArB ~ u 1954 HICOG (2 copies}.----"·· 


fL· .... __ -' 

The representatives ot the American Federation of Jevs trom Central' 

Europe called at their request to present to the Department their Views 
on the question of the reopening ot the filing dates under the restitu
tion laws. The representatives stated that their organization favored a 
reopening of the filing dates and expressed" the hope that the Depart
ment would not oppose a German proposal WhiCh wouldaccamplish this. 
They stated that their position was based on the desire to see all restl- . 
tutiol1 ola1mantsindemn1tied as soon as possible. They felt that, 
unless the filing dates we~e reopened, there would remain a categor,y of 
valid but unsatisfied olaims with little or no prospect that the,y would 
be paid during the lifetime of the olaimants. The,y felt that reopening 
the filing dates ·would solve this problem. The representatives asked C 
whether the Department had taken a position on thi s question. (,I; 

......... 

Mr. Lewis stated that the Department had not at this time reached a (j':': 

decision ·in this matter. He explained that the Department was aware that 0] 
the German Government was seriously considering the reopening of the 
tiling dates but that as 7et no official request bad been presented to 
the Department. Mr 0 Lewis stated that, pending official notifioation 
of the German proposal, the Department was not in a position to oomment. 
Mr. Lewis added, however, that th!squestion had certain implications- ..•. 

1\) 
, ,0.. ... 
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which the Department wished to consider caref'u.1ly. He sta.ted tha.t Gong J 

these were (a) the 1.5 billion DeutQO'tmerk tund would likely be the ' , 
~ that, the Federal Government would be prepared to provide and- " 
that the Allies were precluded from. requesting the Federal Governmel)t to 
increase this am.ount; (b) the effect which the introduction of new claims 
would have upon the satisfaction 0:£ claims now covered, particularly the 
introduction of other categories of claimants whiCh the German Government 
wished to see covered and which the Allies had not included in their cal
culations at the time Article 4 of Chapter 3 of the Settlement Convention 
was negotiated, and (c) the developnent of facts and information. concer~ 
ing the total Gount of present claims and likely new claims in order to 

,determine to what extent all could be satisfied from the 1.5 billion 
Deutschemark fund. Mr. Levis recognized that the information referred. to 
in (c) presented certain difficulties and may not in ,fact be attainable. 
Mr. Held agreed to this and added that whatever estimates were arrived at 
would probably be conjectural. 

Mr. Moores. referred to the provisions of the Federal Indemni fiaation 
Law prohibiting' the assertion of claims which are cognizable under the 
restitution laws and asked whether the shifting ot certain claims t.ram 
this legislation to the restitution laws which would result trom the re
opening of the filing dates had been considered. The representatives felt 
that the 1.5 billion Deutsohemark fund would be sufficient to cover these 
claims as well, although they agreed that this question had not been 
thoroug~ conSidered. . 
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Headquarters 

:;ti 
';0 

30 June 19.5/.~•. 

'. lS70-Berlin. 


Mro HenrY Parkman, 

Assistant U.S.High Commissioner for Berlin, 

HICOO, 

170 Clay Allee, Berlin. 


Dear Mr. Parkman: 

You may reoall that on May 26 Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Dr. Weis and I met 

with the Regierende BuergermeiSter Dr. Schreiber in connection with the 

proposed J·RSO bulk settlement. As I told you following our meeting. the ~Ayor 


, promised to promptly appoint a Commission Which would meet with us in order to· 
go over some of th~ outstanding points of difference. The Co~ssion was 
appointed and we met witll:them on 28 and 29 June. I Phone~your office after 
our meetings and learned·that you were not expected back fi'!dm the States for 
.about a week, and I am therefore writing to keep you informed about the current 
status of the negotiations. 

,......•.-.--...~ 
By a Senate resolution the Com.m1ssion was instructed to .examine our claim$ "'J;J f-lI 

and divide them into those which they considered justified. unjustified or i ~ !A " ~: 
doubtfuL. The criteria for I the determination was not specifiedo I will not 1..'; :~j." l-;7 

trouble you with all ,of the details of our discussion. but the conclusion was J:.~,~.) ~::: 
reached that we would meet again on 20 July at the latest. In the meantime 
they would thoroughly examine 8. sampling of fifty of our cases and the results 
would serve as a basis for our future discussion. We will also be in touch 
with the Senator of the Interior and the Property Administration Department in 
an attempt 60 clarify some of the outstanding differences concerning our claims 
for the destruction of synagogues, the theft of Jewish furniture. and the 
confiscation of precious metals and jewels. 

I am sorry to report that during the negotiation there was no evidence of r 
a real desire on 'the part of the German members of the Commission to reach a d 
reasonable global settlement along the lines of agreements reached in the U.So ~ 
Zone. They kept insisting that theY could not take over the claims for ,~ 

Cipolitical reasons and that we should be satisfied with a series of advance pay- ~ 
ments which they could make to us in instalments based upon the rate of recover.V'"'····_-: 
in our disposal of the cases. This proposal would. not meet our objectives and . 
we therefore refused to consider it. " . 

Since they insisted that they needed at least three weeks to check fifty" 

cases, and since a reasonable sampling of our cases would require a check of ,"j 


.500 to 1000 cases t I fear that their present tactic is designed to protract {J' 
z:oa,ther than to conclude the :negotiations. If a successful conclusion is to \.;~ 

be reached it may be necessary to remove the discussions from the legal and'.,·t 

technical level, and place them on a political level where they properly belong.. ---~J 


,.t" 

We would be grateful for your continued interest and support. 

Sincerely yours p 

BENJAMIN B. FERENCZ 
Director General 

,.,' 
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C~$:b~iac' Wtl4d 1lD"to He' * hrl!Jlpooblm ~wl1i1 m :i !
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·'2 .. 

are 1"8.-,pired. to looktlo tho aeftmldl G~" tor ......"011 1A 
Genum ~,...,.. the pol101 ,of the Ualted $tate. Gov\lll'lltld94t· rests . ' 
OIl the priaolp1e that tal. ie a GGII'iIJIa1l ftapGUilJilltr mid !mpo.eaan , 
1ueseapab18 mOral oOllga_nOD the Gfmam. people. .. 1'01e .,·the ~. ','
UfdWdstat•• ~D' ·baa be__4 ooaUIIlUJ8 to be .... of vcb&" 
~bB Germ. Go".1'JiIlat to ,rovich' 1ad..Uioattt.on ID ate1r _ d ju~ 
~. 

" ;1 

,I
ji 	 U. f'aBt 'tb.tle_ .'la11aa1ts _ haft _~beoome 
!I 
1! " ,0£ t_... ~.8.illOlDd1D1· ,the UDite4tf;at.88. c1oG8 .1IDti' 
j , . the 'batdG 101,-, of the tndte4 Statea Gov~ iD th.Gmattel". . .1 

8pcmd'biU.t700a~ to .... 'IfIlth t:ue... Gov..-t..:i 
DIe '1l8p.~ e.l.leYea tha,. the "_.,~tlon to lD4t.


] vidual. 'b1te. ~edParii7 'mwst .bOk t. ·Nl'.,·., the. G~t .. 

1 
, 	 01' tho 19_.~ he ... all~. 'at .... __ UUu' ......c

ssod prlAclgJ.g .1b1~1mIa1·1_ .4 JftlCtt10.... DatiGll .aut·_ee.stun.,,"_, a01.." OB ~t ef'~8 _leaIilllta;a,ut 
another aatiaD U!3le·88 ·the oleUaarJ," wac .. _ttoaal or iti9 !latta pn
sea'tbtg the ol11t.at til. it. t1Ie.otaki..... 'a. 1"H8GDi'tw'~ 
nale 1& 'that a Il&tlGn J.8 ~~ ....i.~ to.lts ziat1o•• 
awl only ..·tajored ..toa 'eaa,4tt11JiG1l•. l"8paret;tea.ae ~.~ 

! 	 agtit.'b1st *loh flIWIIa.a ohta laus.ne4 _del,~. tJuJrul.. While 

Datva1~'lGll , ••et...,~"":1t liD,..:... tr~ ~lou1 

oblige.14oaa ~·.t .. of aa.tuJ!el~-. • ...e.,act , 

to olaSmBllt8 ~ IRQ' BOWnaide la tb.e. tJB1ted~. theDep~t 

has 81'14 18 ,pr.,.eel to ,...4., .SI1I1e'ta........ ~:rr~ta. ~ 


. i 	 i.-tanoee _._ WIle1,. tUG~U_ 18 •••bl . . ,,, . It 
i. 	 __lIli••' ~ua. the ~ la.,ot ooarae. 'PI'ep' ... to ,....at· 


tile '0__. -tboriUBs to oorr_1; tn. ~_ee.glvbg 1"1_ to u.a 

diaor1m1natt.a. ' .. 


CU"iP&'L1a .lIa1maa~. hcwe l"GOet'V'8d. OJil¥parUal "".1ft ... CUIIa 
uo ·satl.·staQ··u.oaoa thab oWms. !hIs Sl~tm1' nwte·ham. two de
vel.opmeutatn..st 'ucieI' the I"e.ti~cm .1_a, oJeS__ ...stull.. 
ol~ 8iB1-t 'bU" ~ ,Ge1':IID,lIel.a ,"" ab18 to .otJtata3udgfant.• _ 
tbaae olaiJu. but.bo••uteot the't_, thd tll.Gdo.e ·..·u 'PI"OOeclUr'GS fer 
h.aruUiDg the·I.Jlte&,Dalobl"'.~. of thetOll'lJl8J" Gtmaall Ketoh. are 
uaable wobt.ln _ietao'tla Gil Uwse ~ta. VB4GJ" the oontractual 
egreemfilBte. th$ Fed.wal Kepllbl10 has glv8'llaoomrd:~ tosatisl3" 
these jwl~ta «gatDet iihG f .... ·ieioh up tG_··~ ·awtto ~ 
1.5 billin mI. .,\'he OOD~ao~ ·"~Ilte. have Dot ,.t ___ into 


i torce and thtla .ommi:ta.'" is DO't ~ blzuHug ..,em tbeF~ Repu.:bl.1e
,J 
of G~. HDBeveJ.!'. the ~~ 10 mtOl"ll8d." ,., GEl"... 
Pedentl ~t 18 p.ntp.~ .legtalatioa wb1oh'1IIl'Ni14prov1de tho 
fum1s aeoeSfIU'Y te -.r tlds ebllptia. Beoa41". ~ the ind.emzli
.f1o&t,. J>1iIiIB ~ vari..oUtl state (x.d.)~ta ·~tac&.s. IV'tl 
oula71y in the wly.tages ot' tile PrOs..., w!tb. th$. problem ot 
pl"ov141u& auf'f.toicmt t'w:t4s ·to illMJt claim.hh.e Aab· ftI'IO from 
general ... ,nvl-.IIUi i.a merq laitaacoe 1Jer& BOt_e.u.t to 
pro!ri;4e tor .. 
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the 
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- I'· 
' , . 

'_Federa1. RepUblic "dop_4;,".,'_"'~".~' ~8~,,~4br~ ...', 

VU'.·ioue stat .».are..'."l.:P..._."d::' "",,' 
.•. ,1......' l.~'$ .•~Pat$d.~,'" ' 

'fih;i Fetifi'et. ~'bllo\dll o_~ tit the e~J:u raol~o, 'tbSoi< ",
pr91em. ' , , ' " 

" ~ 'pltobl.em of ~ htum of ~',._'8'~ 'OJ" tI1e GovenJlUlla~,. ' 
wdfw thG ~1w1tb tlut' ~Ao'ta ••fllPUH¥"',A . . 
'''DGid.9rable,·''.' u."Bottlle.. ue.~ _ • .'b~U.d,ocllita4 8D4,'lPplle~ ... . 
Sa'1l'lertie1 al.faoiJioa fit ... old_·01 ,:4m$Ji.... _Uua1e _1IUth...... 
i ' the, Ci.maJie. ta tt!$'" '61aim8 Mt 011948." '08' ,. "".16' . ;

l=.~ wa.. C~a1maComm'l___bmlttfl4' to 'the "~.I~o.~• . 
cori'ti&bA1l7i 'I'.cmm~~l_ftt;h,'~"''''t'bS:,p~;'Qr,a~~~" 
WU'a~Q1U,ba tl~usets :(~_~ ••:'67'J,'8~4~e~.' ',' 
16t 1~"11_). tluit ,,' ,stlOb'if, ,the ~'ofth&""_se~h&s;~, '" 
zoW1Gwed' "thc'$u~~4:it"_:~ Ud~'.,~atn"!
flit ,tb,& ,v4t1l tb0 .~ :Ait6ioh 'm_'t1" :8ia'bm1t\ed",tfie' ;", ' 

fue.l1""port ~h9'~ g~~ mi"'the ~J.G;i~~a'~.:rt 

conta.iD.tli~·sed..Gi8 of noormJ~ndsrttoUdeSl:Utg :with'~e,~b~., ' 

w,lela.t:1fm 'm ~th__~ ,0: 'the ~~, hea' "9CI ~~i !.r!. ~ , 

.sen.a'f.e (S~ &li23) , end is being ~Werec.l(by' tu ~t.laij~817C_n,Uitee. " 

'.fhe cpr$sUa ~t&er G~~t,' ~U,l~m8,nt~ot'·1'.6ilil..tt~·to . 

};iGraeutGGEJ· ou,zllt· to be ~:' !O~~ ... ~ tbs; -~tfi;·.~.t;;~, ... 

aomestlcp~bl_ 0'£. 'tb.e UD1~ ~'ta_8 may .,. ~_tbe' 'e.. J\lQ~ te 

V1ll1oh tho fJol'J.fP'GS8 maw_a to ~eB.!t~.· \ ' . , .• 

• . I '. • ";,... , . ", 

I 'believe Mr. li~ll~ be. in.'.~e~$d.· tb, the. ~ -,~.'...~~.t ..~~noen\. 
tba (p.ost ,,: ~ status' ofto~ .. "rope~~;.l1:tiud;.· .-•• 34. 

wbicti th'9 rfilt.y :r.ee$D'tlymdt" . thfi Sllb';'o~ttee o· ... .
s.ate d'UMot~ ~OBaU;tGe.~:·_ ~', .... _hsSBg:,. 'oOpy 'fit tn.. 

Dtlpa.rtm.-.tvs "Pa:e~ .,Re10as_IG!. S61 ,of ~·2.>.19M~t~"h'. co~,te.1u 

tb.!;)o~~te ta"t 'ot this 1It&.~ &:41& 'C!Ol'¥:·of a ltetter f'rom. the 

SeQretmw to Stma!twr 1l1rb_ '011. tho 8_, aU1>jlJOt.· .. . . .. 


:t _r~.Dr.~~'8+Gttv _ yuu l'eq.leste~" a copy h~ 

'been me.Q ;tor 'M~~~1;f,. tile,••' ... ' .. ,. 


B1noerel, '~$. 

~stGn '$., Mm-t'ou" 
'~~t,i6c~t 

' 
.~ , ~d 

" 
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'~ WILLIAM LANGER. N. DAK.. CHAIRMAN 

~~~.~~ER WIL.E:Y, WIS. PAT MCCARAAN, NE:V•. 

WIL.L.IAM E. JENNER. IND. HARL.EY M. KfL.GORE:. W. VA. 

ARTHUR V. WATKINS, UTAH JAMES O. EASTLAND. MISS. 

ROI3ERT C. HENDRlCKSON, N. J. ESTES KEFAtNER, TENN. 

EVERETT MCKINL.E:Y DIRKSEN, II..L. OL.JN O. JOHNSTON. 6. C~ 


HERMAN WEL.KER, IDAHO THOMAS C. HENNINGS, JR•• MO. 

JOHN MARSHAl..L BUTLER. MO. JOHN 1.".. MC CL.ELL.AN. ARK. 
 ACTION 

COMMITTEE: ON THE JUDICIARY is assigned to 

, ---d 

September 30, 1954 

j : {i f /'cT '; ~,/ ,', ".i-,~
J'-t~,( I'"' »~-' I 

My Nr. Secretary: //;:,~:(,' ""',' JZ"Zi';1J 

i/I/~ enclosi~g herewith a lett:r from l-1r. 
Albert ott~n, relative to the continuance of' resti 
tution laws if Germany regains sovereignty. 

Your views in the matter as well as the 
return of the correspondence after it has served its 
purpose, will be deeply appreciated. 

,-c..:;, 
:z « 
a:: o I.L. ex:. CD

wO ~(/)'
~~ ::::l0Wz a::
:,.:>u..! o 
~"UL u 
IX >

RCH:~30: 

" Enclosure 

TIle Honorable 
John Foster Dulles 
Secretary 9f State 
Department of state 
Washington, D. C. 

ours, 

J~~7313 

,--- 
DECLASSIFIED 


~"Jmor\tyfJIJO '~"'13oS1> . 
" -:JJ'DO 
: By' Jt. t-!ARA O::\! ~ 
~ ::.-:.... 

RG ~q 
---...;...---~ 

Entry CDf/
; 

19 siJ-tJ'I 
"'f'-rFile 

Box 

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHives 

http:CL.ELL.AN


,,; ..~ .. 

, " 

, ~i . . ~.o . . .. .. (!J 

": . .,... 't . ct 0 be rIO' 1954, . 
td ' 
ro . 

'Dear 8eDAtorB~OZlJ .' 

-rae'·rjc.,tp"U' _al(.~_·~ lOur·lJR "',of septaabar 30. 

1954 81'lC1G81na a letter .trGa Mr. A1~_O~ .......~ ~~. 

'I..' Jere., 14qu1riqvhether the NstttuUoii:'la'a· ~ted: 111· . 

~iill.""1D eft_t.it lmd'lirbeD',~v>18,reatond 

:to~~ "~' otteD ~ addre..... as:hdlar '.~oaU•. to 

the' J.)epa.ttmeat. " c{;"':::.... ' . 

~. 01\d8J' to eD~ tIle,.oomple~... ot' t)l_: .,.......'.~..., . " 
in Q~ 'then ·....·1dtteD iDto·the:COim9iltlOD_,;'·.. _t.UGJIeDtr, 

. ot,;...t~,~.t. ,00"VIe •.\9Iir'. aDd· 'tbaOce.,..tt_;Be~:'ttt.e: : . 
. '~~:(l~.aadth&'eden1 RepabDoat ·0ermaD.7,cer~' . 

·p1'~~·~cm.~._eb7 'the J1ed81'alRe.pabUo asauilea Vl.:.7Up~_to: , 

·\c.pleta'tbe~ftSti'ut.tOJl: ~.. s.u tbe.· Bederal ..~,~\~~., " 


.' i@"";,', . 'i ,have ree__t17 b""~Sa.lou la:)~ltcs~i!liUui' ,; , 
the, _.sir" Cot ,8overe1pvto ,Ule. fed.ei'alIlepu.blio :o.f\:;~. . 

· 111 ,~.~J1~:~~~'(tb&t th18 ,~.iiwolV. 'lD7cluiDP*:tiJ_,jiitli',> . 

,atf~t 'tb8.)~~.~'tt1.·nght8.·~ .1a1iiR•• uDder~e 'ftaU.....· ,,' 

laWs; . It s:";8laU!lpatfidthatela.tUnta w;llJ..be,able: to '''~i!'.. ' 

~e1ye.of ... NII8die- ~,p.rO¥lied~1D' tb.eccmt:nli~ 

~9nts*_ ·8IitlaUtu·~' arrang"Dt8jCoDta1mq.~' '... 


· pra'd.S10J28 eater intotVce. '. . .•. ' .: ' . ) ':, . . 

I , '." .' • , ' • • • 
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REF 

SUBJECT: 

AIR POUCH OFFICIALitreE ONLY 
PRIORITY (Security Clas.Nfi~lJtion) 

'itOREIGN SERVICE 'DESPATCH 

,HICOG BONN 86 
, DESP. fiG. 

~BB DEPARTMENr OF SrA.TE. WA.SHlNGroN 

, ,~n. Restitution -Satisfaction of C~aims against the former ej-cll 
U 
') 
(') 

F.d 
.' (!)

I ,In the near future representatives of the Allied High commissi'on ,andI il,' 
~~e ,Gel:'m~n.Federal Government will meet to consider proposed German legis ~ f. 
l,ationt,o oarry out .the undertaking in Article 4 of Chapter Three of the 0) ("<' 

Se,ttlement C.onvention. The draft, thete'xt'of which is not yet ave:ilable, . I\) ~ 
has.bee~ under stud;r by the various interested German ministries for' ~any 0 ~; 
m,on,ths and has undergone several revisions. , ,f ' , 0 ~ I 

From informal discussions with officials of the German Ministry."f , ,~, g , 
Justice and from earlier Versions of the law which have been made available ~I p. , 

to ?~s;. it appears that t~e intention of the, German Federal ,G~vernment is ~o.......... ::: i 
b~~ng ;,res tit1.f1;,ion to a f~nal conclusi"bn thr<?ugh iii. comp'rehens~velaw cover~n~ 
av:~rie~t of I'R~.~ch·,claim~' in ,addition to ,those .~a~lingwithib. the':scope' ~f ~ 

, ~rtJ..~le d q~,,9h~p1;4:tr,.;t~x:~~ •. ~he Germa.n~ have ud~cated that t~e ;Droad~n~ng01 
ot;' the ,re~t~~ut19n. program ~s;, to be , subJect to an important qual~ficat~on .. 
'Thi~.is"~li.atfiniiI).Cialresporis'ibility is not togo beyond the DM;-1.5 b1lJ,iohJ1 
oei i;ng ,o{ Cliap~er Thre~.' We . a.re 'informed' that 'Finance Minister SChaeffe;r 
wishes, to"'be rid of ,restitution obligations once and for all but insists 
upon this"liI!iita.tion in re~pect ot: the financial burden involved. It is our 
understanding that his views, have prevailed at Cabinet level. 

The draft law is linlited to monetary liabili tie s 'of the former Reich 
and c,overs the, followingcategoriesa 

L 

(a.) Restitutees within the meaning of Chapter Three, 

(b}claims ,that lapsed due to failure to file, 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

claims az:ising in the French Zone, 

claims ar~s~ng from confiscation of lift vans in non-German 
European ports, ~.-

claims errQneously With~a~,' '~I'J",' 

claims of resti tutors ~ii~~':5.J:~iCr1 ~4~", 
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to Laender in respect of bulk settlements and adminis
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(Classification) 

.r:--:'" (~)' ~ o~ha£i(~~~\,~s :.~~ ,£a~~4@/~~reap eo t of bu~k ••m~~~~t. and-::l 
I:,"'.r >, .'·~>R~·~~lt ~;ig~!!it~:J)a~metl?l?r~ad~. under the ·'General"·I!l·J:~l:Ill·~':~aws ~ " 

~. !~.\',. ,< .-.~. '" ..... ,., ,.... , 	 ., - ,~" • 

,icL' ::"'(I'if;~c~:~t'a~'<'e4ni1n~~tr,~ii'\f;e·';Qh~r,~e~•. i,"> :,. i.;;;5"·-;·,·' " , 
., ,," " ,'.. _. {":' ",. "ii'_ '~'k:-' li ~~..;,'..' *l::'~ .:..C.Jt",.,. ~,1 .;:, ".,.. ~... ", ."'- ': .' . ':;"", 

i~';a "~~b;;~~e~ni; :·;c\ a:t.;t;, :ili'ii~',wili"\"~~·~m.·"~t ~'~he,'.tex.t("Of.. '~he.,'pr.OPO.· ;e&~.'l.aw 
, , '" r. ~t"I to l)',i..~ 'I;"''''~' ',' .,.",.' ,.'V'>,* 4~" ,~" .~," " 	 .,'•.,\ 

~ ~lvii~1.~~~>~i:v~.,.'a t .::q}~1t4:\~,a~;ypis ~@:~ ~~Jle;b (~of ',tithe: a~',.a;a tegorf'e s 'lind-: ". 
i'd'ent ify "'the "Pl" ems ;:invo'l1ted. .' 

~ 	 : '~;? !'\;" ~~'yj: \ 1.~" ~~\"~' '--'.\tR":; ,",'. :>-..,: \; 

It seems . to us that a law ,along ·:the' above lina~s' w.d:.liilpre'~Il:t'·,Us 'wit-h' 
1, ., !."t'.~' _i~"; :.;~ .•, ~"::''''' :i ... \,J.~"'.", ·d.' ;••1. ..... _ . ' , • '. ,.. " •••• '.,l .~. 

· certairi'·a i.t::r1:.~ill:)~:e;~};!,: '.!~,. ipr~F:pi;\p.~l (c(,m:pern ia.ri:ses.lfir,omth:e . ::esc t; ~ t'hat' 'wa ,." 
. ~'~,\~?'X '~el'~:~Y~':~¥'i;t:~J~1p1~X~PR1.·i:~i ,:s:f.t.:iC;ieni~!' .to {aatls.f.y, ~11¢;'l. a~~~t;s'.,. ,It ", 

:tss'!iotpossl.ble" ..J,Il .o~.."op,l;l,u~n,;to-,,,,d~ttel'ml.ne ;tha:amoun·t~.of'the· new'ciaas 
:'~~,h:'i~i*~~}it~d~.~; ,. ~~"ft;'~~.~~;,~l.i:f:~;,;n~t :h.~Dl' ·for. exampl~'. ~~~"1~~~ ~~:'"!?o~.fi~~'~;ted 
l.~~:~~~~,~W,~,al,l (1?~f"t;~ I}i:ff ;, t'"~n.~,~~..td J'he:~ s·am.s hoid St;: .trtt~·! :Wl.t~..;re~·?~~:t. to:ciB:,l.ms.. ;, 
w:ti;Lcll w~re, I;lO;:, filed.. ..lio;we~§~'{1 ~~9lU(,a1!..oac:re,ful,s,tuay .of iIif'0l!'·m8tl.~- which l.S 
a!a'iia~~~ i ~~~, fl·~t~:, ~~§"·~i. i~~:~'1~:t1o~lsb:o'wn;at Annexti A~Whi;ca.;;; t~nds'!' '1;()'e~O? '. ,: '. 
tHat" the""ov'ei;'iHl ·'e..os.t, of.an,.expanded.pro,gramof: tli·1's!f;,sC'ope- will com'e' to 

'.0/ ,'" '~.~' ,,".:";r"''':lt ",;;·.';~'r:.· ~'!.o"!t.: ,. ,t" '",oJ.. W',-;,I, ,. t~··~.... / ~ ~'. ' . 	 . .'c 	 ,J 

D~ L9,.b.J.ll~"~?R-,',"::. Th~i:~!RUf;ltt>or~9~Q..~Ili.s oi'... restd. tutees" wi thin: the meaning. of 
ce~~;~~,:T~~'~ ~~w;~1::1~~Pf.9"iD.+f>t~i)Uf:,'ZQ5!ClDillion .. :, .' ""'",: . ,.J< ' 

. \ .'" ;P:.. '~/"·"".'~j;":"{.,,'I~~~.~~.'i:. 1.:;~:, '.\',::.",.;;·,r.: ,:'; 

_"··",,,r:Q,~',.~r~o¥:!e';!J;i'i'a~;~.,.~\,~e~,;:,~~.,, ;.~s how far the Allies can g~ in. accommo
dating tneGermans in an expanded program a.nd at the same tl.me l.nsure that 
the treat ,.are,t,p'rop~r"lJf;.,,:ag,liter;e'd,to, .:"lIi',.'1i.'&w"of "tli:e'fad'tthat"" 
the Geiili '~C'a.n " ~1sii. ;:i;;P"Q;blJ.gtartiolili·tiOP,t'he TH:pee ';"Pow&rs"by "an 

~ .:0"....,1>. ~>":I ....'> 	 ~. ,~4;;;.r"* ,~~ . ., ,., .. " ,'I,," .' _", "' :.,." . ,'. .,' ',,", :\ t.r; 

- e~p;el1d'~' ". :.,Ji)l 7~5 r4Ili!»j;,~n., ,.i:1;, s:$ellur~'t:o;jtUis t'hat::~8r'prop.ctsal 
t~',~p~~,,!; ,!~.~13J.5~~~1:,~.on-'!tio ,,;.Q'Qm:pengst'e.C:'i;a:Lman,~s'n:o+t pres'e~t ly 
co'ver'ed- . ".0 11.. :6. a' mat.er,~a.l, c;on,trib.uti-on' to','the;' 're\s·t'i't1ition program.'

,: }l'>- ~.: 'f '.~ • J.~~:~ "~A:"JIJ".."~::'l'~:iJ! It'~ .,-.. ~".. '.,"-' ;'h -":~' - .. .,. . • .- J ' , ';'/:" •

On the 0 , ':'.' .' ."l.llCJ..uSJ.QD.. ,&f;.·,the;s!e.ad(htilonal,'clia.tmant~"'··wi·1-J:"':pro l:)'ably 
me'liP ;~_lt:~~~, ..,t ;i,.•. ;.~,'~l~~~~~,~~.~;'blf:~·;tb~!"~.;;,me;,Uir:tg: 0£l' ;,the;. ;tr~alq", .pr:ov1;~~ttons·. ~;~t.,; .. "/. 
C~~g;~r" ~~nr':~~::.t~'~}l~9i: r~"S'~Yk~n9~Y.:,IQ% ,a·at lrs~\ac:t'iort ;\on',.the·~r:r ';Ju(lgm:e,~t::j ..:~± -"', . 

," ;'',1' i ·,.';';M.' ';'~_":i\ '·~i~~.~~tf~..l:·t.f~~;{'-:~~ .)~~';;,.~\t 1A.>: ;;~~D't;.,;",~ id>:~',~1't:; ,;.{." r:~:: ,.~ -,: ' .. ,~:, ';10" 

.' "'~ ',' .}~~~9ilf:r~t',,~~;:pe-ff· ~,:a~tr :·:tA~91,oej; ~.~~Pt!~: ':&01ut.ion .inte3!"ui'sof::A111:ed' 
~b.J:~c',;fye~" 'ali~~: $~,s:?il~~J~~~~til~~fl.r"9111~~~tpe ,~,P:I ;s;sek~:the inclusion of a clause 
.J.n the German law t.o the effect that restl. tutees covered by Chapter Three 
would f,~.~:tb;~:pa,~\~;:i~,rl~,±!~,;;.;~}li~i,~\o~ld:. ca~~y .euJ... 'the'trea~Y:':~nagr:taleing 
an~,l~av~t~h~l'L~~t'~u..;1f.o~~~~!ptt.;f;t:'~~.,,~() ,pl'ov'l.de.' for' ne,w,"cla.l.mante.·We.'···· 
do:xb~~ ~owey~!"!.t4~j;.,~e:~,~:r"~~.,W:L1,1 ~g;"ee~. Tluey:feelthat this . would 
di'sbrlminate"bet:weeq;f claimants and give rise to internal political diffi 

,: "'" .~., ,.~.~:... ~'\ r~.""':·· ". ,,·":·~·".-~i'f~~'

culties'; 'WEf 'believe, however, that this should' be our negotiati,ng position 
· in the beginning and that we should press for some'formula along these lines. 
·We have not as yet discussed this with the :ari tish .and French or wi,th the 
Conference on Jewish Materia.l Claims against Germ:a.ll3:'. 

Al ternativ~ negotiating positions would appear'totbe th:es'ilo'11owingl 

, (a) Seekitthe elimination of certa'l.n·.obj':ectionable provisions of the' 
"':, t·/'! t ;,1>' .C~~;'1~ ti\t·~ ,~ ,,~

law 'such"as refundsI	t::ativ(a~,~,~.ge~s~. The object would be to. br.ing 
bl.lliOll "limfts'1jion. We believe that1;h:i:-s" can be done up to a 

., 	 ~"" . 
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:1 but we"'~::'~:·:"~~~tal.n whether it can bo carried sufficiently far to ensure I 
: payment of ~11 claims in full. The principal diffiou1ty whi~h,:~~i,tai1s an 

element of risk in. this kind of approach is the 1aok of e:x:act1hformation 
:1,.."" +":,,, .",l,r ",;,;5' 'ii!~':i! ;~~/;'~~~i!,7r.>i~~i.:''li R:m~.:'~~-1:t· it;9l» 'We 'p,elieiVe that. our~"ca1eu1ati.9~s 
and e:s'Ii':i:ma't~ts!:i 'a:n'e'·~a·s;-·jtg.oo:dt iB!S';_ca;n~tb,emade .:i:U: th~,! P;iLXiq~UJl!.~l.r.l::IA~tiitl..· i:J.'L'd L.Jl:., 'l i ' 
that~ in' (\1.sI!fP:b.g,c'tihem 'i8,lff,rba:Sils~i\t;o 1b:ri'Ja.S; ~tb:e~ ,.1;l:I;wc~~:iI(tl,;i.A.i:;he.,,;;Q~,1.. .5 bi,~l ion, 
eeiling "i\tm:a:tme~loirl,that, .cliaima. &Q,tu;.~l'iy, ;e.lXe;,.EtP. (;t1l~ :l;:qui~.ai~iq~:~"On .the 
otherha.tliij w~;hav,,'(d::eiV:eil!.o.pei:li·t.our·l;nfOll!Qa t1.~n ;"·~th Oi!UtiQ~ and it may be that 
theravers'e' W'oti1.(1i·:Qie· ,t'ne; ~QlaB:a,.;c:::.. ...... ,." . .. . . 

.(~;. ;~~k 1egisla~i~~whieh"~~11 addr~~sitseifso:ie1Y to restitutees 
eov~rediiiiua;.e:~:~~.it,;~,:::~~±!!:j;;!aving to the Federal .Repub1io the question' of 
an:acting supplementary 1egis1ati(m to provide for s uoh additional claims as 
it may wi~slie.; :-This;"appr.aS/o.h WQu.W.iijl;,e~ l.ti:lfL,r~~:l!q~ibi~~ t~)>.f;,go.'V.er'?Jlle~,~~ in 

. respect of their treaty ob1igatio]j.~i" ~">4~~.t~(Lu~~i~ ..i~.,r1;~ef.1fr.a~'.· , 
Government may also limit its;el;i to.;,the Il\'Qe·.e.xtent~ The ,result would"'be 
that the :pM 7;5 million which wi11·~ema.in··o:r th~ Dif1;5 'bi11ion will not be 
made ava.ilabliel;to'newclaims!.!or.·Lmay!'~'b.~~ma4~~,~v,:~~lfi1.9+e au~~ to certain groups 
which presen~'ia\;l,po1lf;:tical; pr~lem;~, :j;hei.&~;-lI.I~~.:, GgYFnmEUi~" viz. restitutors 
and the Laender. While our position would be strict1y'ini,ccordanee with 

;. ~ 

Chapter Three it ~7)n'Ot8,;be UIlder.sto.od!f,c1a1maats believe that efforts of 
the GerlJlap Goveru~n:t~to'''proTiife''-addrtro:n~r6lt~i'en.sation were found un
acceptabi~ tQ'';:;~'il!etiAil1:t'&d'·\~ow-ers. . 

We hav:e\:;dis~liSiSdr.:.the> problem. iJlf!l)rPla.1ly 'with r~presentatjve:s of,1;pe 
Conferen·ce on" Je5'il.~1.'iM.a't'e:r;i4'll~'La:ihilai·!~s.a.in~t~. G~r~aN:~' T~e' (fonf~r.J::~e;t~ 
in principle~i~st~~'-::dillr; £a~t('IJ,t/:)f '8.~t Qj~~:'.l:la,:. &~a Pr:0p,osed~ sub,jsb;tto·the 
elimination of certain ob.;;}filot1onable ,featur·es. The Conferenoe reoognizes 
and is pre:pdr,eia;..~ltilM..,§:9!9kll~t the fact that the law may not provide satisfaction. 
in full. Nev-ertheless it oGrisiders that the iaw aohieves the widest·· measure 
of common 8~oai.:fio~4;irci~mants(!a.s~a }\lho1e ~ :~ba;t; !,.~M;s.B~~ul~, ta.~.e..p~e.~,edence 
ove: the ri ~~i~'~' t1i~~r6'~tj;tute;e!s ,;;_,,:'h":'lil.lb'e:t;t·.,;:~~:e'~-s, .' ;J(~i4p.ve,~p.t:orm~,11.Y 
a~vl.aed t~e:.~~eiJl'lelllc:e,~;tlu~ti' ·iit "'s;lWuid:-,;p,ilj!;l~:~P.~;~}?";~~J~~.Qll,, ~<~, ~~;q,e ~l~~ed ' 
Hl.gh C:omml.Ss:1[ion'~ tl!re "~orJll :.!of ,~a ;.i'f:1r.r.;pe:t;;.J.t~(!)n ,in" .. J\~.. ()a.l>a.oitY.,a'l' ,r~pre-
sentative aifi"'&p'Oxe;sman':'O'1 ,~;astituuon ·;:c;leJ;.~&l}.;~;~~t . .f~,<:, ,;.• \:~:' ,. '... '.' 


~~J«, ~,;:. /~. -,~·:b.!·' ;;]1":\"'0"1,:', ,', '~::<.' 'T';.!~'. O·:L.-: .. '~'.:..~.-' ~'~:'" ,""."',"""" ~ 


These are ':;OlUlt'pi'.eI1m.t:nut,;~ieo.G,),on. what ,,;ppe~ ~~ .,.~~ . tlie;,;,prob1enis 
which lie ahead,;,::, .. As ':'soonas the' text"of',,:t-be . 4.re.ft .,,18.wi8· ,reoei,,'ed we.' shall 
mak.e a f'urtli~r report ':an'al;9lzlIlAg its provision~~l1li. stl'b;nittiigour coniJients 

and recomm.~a~;i;nS~;", ":':,,:', ':7F>~ 
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(Classijicanoff . 

Anne:x~,A· ~ 
A. 	 F6tl'ovd:~g'i'$ "an: ~st'j,.iD.ate 'showing' theDM.a.lue dfille 'Reich claims 

filed UD.f:er 7p~~s~n-ei·:,:t;:i.iing(p~:ti:ods. It should be noted that the 
estimate(d.~·al!3 'w1tllelaims of individual olaimants !B! !!!?i with olaims ' 
of the SucoessGr Organizations, exce.pt for the heirless pOf,t~on. of' such 
claims. ' TJl.e "Successor 'Organizatio:r:i.spropose to cancel" their "claims in 
favor of new'individual claimants and wish"to 6oliclude'a bu:lk settlement 
in res~'ect'of the lieirless"portionof their claims only."." ..."". 

I. 	 Estimates for U.S. ZGne. 

: "Ba~j;s ~or,,:.Es~ill:1&,tel;M~~,ta~y claims agaima,t the Reich of individual 
,', , .' '., "claiinants settled or adjudicated"in,tq.e tJ~S. 

' '" . . " -Zelle (as. of Novem.b~r ,0, 1954).' ' 

(1) 	 Number of' individual claims re~eived·*). 23,611' 
., :;~~per .. ef ,::LndiVi~4.\lalcl~ims,;.diEJPoe,ed,'Qf'., .11,615 

.' ",. , 	 • , • ';. : > •••~•• ',:: 

(2).V:~1v.es'J.waJ'4-elh: '; ,', ... 
. ,,; ~. . . 	 ".' j' f' . ~ ;,.; J , •. ,! 

,a•. ,'l)M awqd, .•,: 4!.' • "... • ~.! ".'.",' ••..• • • • 41,051,704 
<:}:)f " A~.a.rds.wi.:tll RM.,f§;Qe :va,lt;1:~ • ~ •••• •• 71,592,070',f ',',' 

~:,. .' Q. '~:tU:~w~riafl~...b~:e~. to'convelo'Gio:p;." •••• • • 17,642, ,,8 

.;llMs;~~,.,~(a~)'~ decif;l~QllS Q;lse~tle~~t~'!lhioh order the 
P(lDfP1t;'Qf,e, specif~ed amount, of, Deutsche ,:r.tarks. Awards with' 

. ,,' 1UrI faoe ..,v~ue·:(b.»)3.~e dec~Bio\tl.s or',et~l.~'ments which provide 
foro, the paymentil,l" »eutsehe Markf;l .of. tlam~es for theconfis

' ... eation: of .. filecu.ri~~~s :.,,1 tl;u)ut. aSf:!es81ng~; the ,;~~aot amount of 
·... l)eutsoh.e Marks. The decisions or settlements refer to the 

ieichsmark face .value only and order the p~ment of an amount 
.equlL~alfll1 t.,t() . tlle Gto~ e;xcha.nge value qf the seourities at 
'the time of payment. It is assumed that the avefagi;il:M value ,'. 

, . ot.,seeur~,:t~,s'~111, be close to their RM face value and the 
amount under b., isc.onverted at the rate of 1 DM for 1 RM. 
Thfl,lU/!awar(l,s subject to 'col;lversion (c.) are des~sions or, '" 
se~,tleme.ts ,~'re~at1ng to claims fora SQ, of, mon~,. (GeldsummElln
ansprueche ) within the meaning of Chapter 1'hree.,.-,Ar.ticie 4",', . 
paragraph 2, sentence 1 of the Settlem.en~ ConveJtJliio~, which a);"e 
converted at the rate of 1 Deutsche Mark for lO,,~;~~a:rks.., ," 

:' 
'...:; ~ 	 :, ': l ":., , 

~------------~~-
Includingsubsequent'breakdown of petitions into cases. 
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Desp. No. 

Mark in accordance 

____of 

From _________ 

~iitL~~nn&:x: A ~ 

D 47 million 
DlII 71 million 
mt 8 million 

DM 126 million 

(4)
It 

, 	 [ ~v-21~26~o l:lmilli'on 
~ 

»1»1 168.9 million~ 
ji
I 

( 5) Int e'r<e;st,l,'(i~;~l'l:O t,-finCitud'.ed o:fn it-lie.vab.o:Yi.e.,' amo.Ull',ts!o:; 
Mos t f!!Q;ol'il.'l1s:c a.t,i gn.~ 6d:Q:curi'edilin d.t9J;;8: sand'J::m.as t ,'?-pay

I 
~ men t:a'I?GIll.€la,ward!sliw1!l:J,: :g;G:t ,'he, 2mf.ide.qbetore:liIl:9,5 5j.~· 

For t.ii1wa:rfd$~baJS\eQ. QU\~£c1ai:\;liis,!*n respect of oonfis
eated inoome· prod~cing .,.pro,pe,rty, e. g. seourities 

, and bank aoco.1J:tb~j'~"t.He'-';j1it~~e.Bt"peir:iod runs from 

con-fiala ion until ment··.; Aoo:ord

."'\~l +::.j;'1,JllI," 'r~i'iI~ <;1/;\ 'j,~'!4·;nt,e;f!;t..."~ - ,~s~ype 
J. of.. (: 	 ..:It Jr~~.1,~~~1:;, ""~!7" r; 't:;;. Pl.'€Jt-s ~,-;;-q" , .,' ,p' " u;~,",\l0'-11o:tV"":&."r"'1 B'.~,.., waru:s 
.i. ;l;~,.\;l!',g~ ,:;;;.J'",::'t /.<ll'!l~.I'~'i. 1 t f f1 t' d
·"-'IIISiS,~O'...c~a:o.\oms . n respeo 0 conaaa e . non-

inc property, e. g.. furniture and 
va.l ~'p6\ 'd"of interest "rUns fram'the 
dat >{ "" {~, .t±i payment, 'and "for ~ tlU,s type. 
of ~Iard: t 4cerage interest'period is'assUmed 
t? be 3 years,. Acoordingly, 10 years ar~\",t;!:2~- '~--"--'."-' "-""" ~'-'"'''''' 
sl.dered to be the a,verageinte·rest period"~f9':r the .J if;;;..).' 

purpose o,f this e,stiDlate·. The standard interest ~'1<.~;~,~~.,':I~;("·';.'~':'i';;.:""'" 

rate is 4%-
Elil I, i~.ii t\lml .f.({iT. .f'r!'IJn,~ 2:~::t;~~J
'-"'-"-·~-~,1.1'~~~t.A~~~\.,;~..,-~"w~" 

, 10 years interest at 4% on DM 168.9 million• 
.;,";) ~f 'th~~!.~tiJ:l:iQt:~f<;r;t:: 1I.l::t"J D.~. :"t!.~ 

(6) Estimated total liab111 ti. es', 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . mt.168'9 million 
'1\i',.: I''; "'Ii" "', !"plUiS ",:Ln te,-res:t . .; "•. 
""1',, ~',~ I: ,,,'",' ~ ',,'......... ..... ..;;;;. oh"w.M":f "'f~'.~.• }·; ... '" 
 D 72.4 million 
'.) I. ~~tW" 

Tatal
:.: ~ 

"'(1lf'~T~"'~r:i-i!v~!!!at(~an'average liability per olaim thee 
,~, ,hJ.d~9~§.1lii.!i~:P4!:!~,~!.s:f~e 1.4.:I::!i~,~e4,~·btc~~4i\gtal number1,j{ 

.~ ~a~sreHi"d. . ' 
jl \: G 1. t .:tc.n.1 i:.l i 0 t ~re $ t ~ f t ~~'r >? :: .fi£ i:; -=.._ ''t (..~ .j" .~~. t. r;: ~ :~ 4' ~ ';1; "-i.' l"·'.''..~ ') .,. )" 

w 	 j,.l"', , . Average liability per claim, DM i6.,21i """u 

D~r ~:,I.> ~ :~2 "7 p,~~r ~ l,~, '.:"gJ (~. ~ t;J:~J:;, .;; t r;~ ~ ,S Ii 

If 7f,¢i'i6!j& of the monetary claims (see item (1») 
reault ill a t6:tia:6r~'1ialua'JQflawards "of .. .' ., .. ., • 
it is assumed that 'tbe totai number of claims 

(2'<UO~~~-l!~ll result ina:tota,l val ueof awards of 

.~~ 

;t.~~ :!'J;:" ", •.'!.'~ t1!:t~ 
.) million 

.'l~.f.~)'¥J ;>,j_~< .,,,,,-,.:,,), <~ ",".. ,.r,.< 

ctJ~ . [I 'f( S-O -~1-
8, Ox 10f?) 
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estimated GD the basis of U' .S~. Zone {ligures. . 

In 'the British 'Zone, 67,612 individllalolaims 

have been ":ri'led, thereof 29% (peroentage of 

U.S. Zone) ..; 19",607 Reioh olaims. , It is, . 
assumed that the:2'rli!-yerage liability of 
mr 10,217 per clafJn equals that o{~h.. U.S;. 
Zone. . . . '. ;I1M200•. p million 

The number of claims of individualolaimants 
received is 31,683. It is assumed that the 
average liability per olaim ,equals that o,t 
tba u.s. Zone (llM 10,211) 

31,683 x 10,2l{ • . . Dil 32.2.7 million 

lIt. . E.stimated to,tal.Jl.iab,illi.ties.ari,s.lll'& ;f\r,om.ola1Jll;s 

f,11edb;y: :tnd!di;v;dIrd?al. cla:i:mants,un'deIt pres'eld; , 

f.~Ulng p,e~iod~s\c • 

I "' 

u.s,. :ZOiJ2~:, (1,,:6) • • " • • ..'. • • • • • • • u 241.3 million 
Bri tish Zone (11,1). • • • • • •• • •• • .DI ZOO., million 
Berlin (11,2) ••••••••••••••• m4 32}.7 million 

Total DM 765,.3 million 

B. Estimates ,f.or French Zone, 

1/3 of the es timat·efor the U. S..Zone DM 80.• 0 million 

C. JRSO Est!ma.tes.s. ' 

,'f'1. :.sstimate of claims whi·ch were not filed under the 
" J"old La'w llJ4 400.0 million 

i 2. Claims of restitutors under Article 44 DM 100.0 million 
, ,, 

Spe.cial levies etc. DM 250.0 million 

Addi tional pa.yments for Al tsparer aco'oun ts DM 30.,0 million

L5. Additional interest after effeotive date of law ,DM 275.0 million I: 

p".' 6 .r~ 

c tJ r, fqsO 

Sox 10:'7) 

F :t-e 2-6 t. lX) t.f I 

-~~ 
3:3'· 9'0' ~9 

, , """ ' 
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lJ..nnex A r--- 6. Claims of Successor Organizations DM 75.0 million 

7. JRSO reimbursements to Laender DM 15.0 million 

'rota1 DM 1,990.3 million 
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T' . Attaohed~or~~4e,Departmentts infor~atioD are copies<of correspona~ne~ ,; 

between theA%is. V:i;otlas League, -Ino. and BlCOG concern:l..:rrt' ce,rtain proposed ti. 
a.me:nd.n1ent~· .to ith8 '·r~~;t.~tut:tC)alaws in respect of the Jci'W.1sh Restitution 'I\)m "g 
Suooessor Organization.. . . . c+ ,g,i 
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TO 

, » 

REF 

.' DEPiRTMENT OF STATB, WUmGTON 
,. ;,' "",:,-, 

DESP. NO. 
":'"" 

March 8, 
, DATE 

SUBJECT: Comments ,of Dr. .~.-~.... :. 't .Regulating~:Re ..-"..'''.. -- .... ' 
,Liabili tie,s ' " / '.'" ./ v4..~" .''r- " .~ , , : Q' (,<:,:~,tJ , ! /- T _~. ·W4lt.~~1 " 

. ' I,n .,hie ,1e t ter to the Departmen~ 0;'Jarmar:r 29 .,As~~f:,f/s'u'f;_tJ'"" 'V 
mi t tj>d ~ertain commen t,s on the .firs t and second dr)O'!te oU)r~ "c.Qllcerning ,,,,,,\ 
the assU;iIlptioll by the Federal Republic of the m~etarV...~~~i"'f,\. ~jiS .abj. . 
of the, German Rei.ch in accordance with Article of q~r r e 

(,. .- , 
# 

Settlement C:ohvention, and .cri ticized a decisi n of the Bundesge' f?,llof 

(Supreme Fede:r.al Co;urt) of, November 22, 1954·' .tl1e CI<l:!ess,~.vs. 

Dr. Mainzer .(~> 


~{~r~,\ 
1'.'!t!J:!:l""lollowing~;relJ:ur .comm~nta on· each of the nine points raised by 

',e~ 

~ 
Dr. Wallach in regardtcf the Reich Liability Law. .... 

. . . ; 

. ~ " ':', \", . .) ',.',,, ',:" ':"'~'" ". ',~ :' ',~ ~ . .1 
P 

1. Limitati'onof' Liabiliit to 'DM r:5Billion' (.N " 
"T~' •• ,i:·;"~ ,-:"~",,~,' ._.,,~ t,( _'; ,1,' '~~",,. -',or;;' :,;' -, Ii''':;. . I 

:",. ~ ,,);';rh,~::p,~,ob~(~l~l ,WJ1;?-;Cp." tq~;f :d;-~a;t:.j;,. :l~, ,;p;re~,~~K~. ,bycoy.!fIring additional OJ 
ca:t~;gori,~~'s, ;0;(,;. 9l~~I,Il~ lwi:~,h·~n".,t,h~':PM 1.•5.~~(}1'~0~:: l,imi,ta,tion found, in Airt:lcle 4 01 
of '~,p,!iP~,~X ·~:tlreet 'i~s, d;<s,c.JlS~c~9::r. in.. o:ur, d~!filpa:tph;: 1~,6k of, Mar.ch 2,1955. We OJ 
bel.!,~Z!~",tha:;~:,~j;.,; ;t.p,i-sl.;sJ~gel ,i t 1'l'puld,i' be,\sufficien,t: ,to, informDr•.Wallach 

.that ~h.~." ~l:lie<;iJ High~·:gp,!llJ!I~ssiop ,is;' aw.aretof the pr.oblem· and is giving it 

car;eful··s tl,ldy". ' i ",.:i. . . t .". ,," .. ,.<' 


" 

.i Int,~r:~,~jL~~"~!!:!:.;~;Pl.:?J~J:~r:~;Y,;·.c,?;n,!iscated by the former Reich is to be 

assessed by the courts in rendering judgment. Article. 7 of the second draft . 

provides tha,tr in:lLtherrass~;ssment> of~ mon'etary restitution claims interest and 

pro;ri,;ts:,pf,..whiclir;:th'e1 persecutee was 'depr!ved shall be in'cluded up to the date 

of .it,he:, c:omill'g,) into':.]force;of,; .th'e\.,ieic·hJ Li'a;bi1i,tYLaw~. Para~aph 2 of Article 

14 ~proy!ides.~ ,tha{t-\: fro~."the" da;te·'4of: the coming into, force· of ·the law the amount 

asse'ssedhaS:i.C610il1'~~:UOn;!,sha~1 beal:." interestr*p 'f1~i,cger annum. Dr. Wallach's 

statement\c,",thaftC';i!.hterest .. cl.aims are practicari;fiiel~tMaQ!e.!~''\11f. therefore not 

unders~tood>.-'; .: '," ;.' 


.>id~~~~ \b-h'~Jt~'i\! di~Pa men ts' un.til 1 t !~ PIV/5 IQ brlt ~, <: D<-~ 
I . Paragraph 3 of. Article 4 of Chapter Three provides that in-! t=4 
La..etermil1:j:Il,gi~l~~:~~!.t~~~,J{Lp;d method. of payment the.~~,~:r~:1:;~nblic may ·'tak,""•...:l----I 

.' 
. R, ~."'.;:t:.!" ;' ' I .. It "'.'c'J'~~~ ~!:.~~l~(; , S 
BFMooreeh;.w . ':! '. UNOLASSIFmD . . HI l::.>C::: Fg~J 

. REPORTER. . " _ ~ <

ACTION COPY-'.DEPARTMENT. OF STATE t-:J I:, 
The action office must return this permanent record ccpy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken. . fiR 
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\. 
,,~., 

" 
f~om __---'__---,-_...".....,..-...,.,

r··!:!Od;~~:~~::~~!!·~:p!!!~;t:~~~;~:!~~..!r~~;il~=!'!li~:~~i~:O:~:t~~ I 
w.hioh ,all~~ol!iflmiAJliiU:ii,tlo'8fisatisffed': s(:WePagr~e ·iiith;>Dr~;;;Waila.~h (as does 
t\ll~:J C:ij·ii:d)r~il6e:i;;8it~~iJ~i:csli;'·~ld. tar-ia,l Claims agains t Germany ) that a per iod of 
10ye;~rs for t~esat;s:fact~o:n" of,mo:r:etary restitution claims appears . 

, exaggij'rat~a:!,~ana:r~s:aau~;df';'Oe~~~hOrteiied~;~:;jEff;ar,:tsL;1.U this direction ~ave already 
been made by theConfererioe and we are prepared to lend our support. 

. . "Y;~~~~~·, 'L-,'e 15., O:~i7;t; !~}: 11 'V{;I'1.], 1. 1~ <t.~.. 2,'. ;.~ r;:}.. i,~.';.L;.:: d., ~I::' ;:,' <~ ,'~; q.::. ,.':. t :':!,.3,:' ~~ '~(' ~':. ~:,~·~t:n {~;~ if; .;::. 'I. "~ ••>.(; 

~,::r;it~~~i')·., ;~<iArtioieT115~'IC;fqth~ df'~ft 1a{yi;;e'st~1I:Lfs.n:~$?~Ei¥~f\in ~t~o~¥'t±'e~6f" p~y
£if~i1t~~'~i~tilar;f'to'';those. un~ef the, Fe·a~ral:?Cct*pen.sidt8n·;;~~ai (ipri~ri~f':of "'''~':' 
6:~g;iliiB'(~!ofC::;'pers gns l;'wfi~na.re,l"crYe~?ESe\~years ,.O~ :~, ag~<"orc indis-eiit Ker ~ncapao£tated':\ 
at],;eas·1t f 5,0%~~: :' (':En' v!fewt'8f'LthEJ'lifme'thoa"':o{'pqm~:rit ~;·;:·¥oV:i~i§n,j~?>t';·pa.r.~gra.ph 3
of?)ilArt'fe';(e~"4';:i tIC) i s"'qites t1 onap:~e'~'im; !ther"it-s'iioli) a Jprio~ftiy 'i3itstem'J$owP bel:..,; ;}f) 

. :o'~nsj;a'ered"~as:r-itunHiwtul"Il:~'VtThe C;onferenoe on Jewish Material Claims has 
subml~~edp;-oposa1s",f9;r· oe;-tain cll~ges Qf' Art~.ol. 15 ~o t,lle. Fe~era1' Govern- ' 
meA t l1i1t,t~~t':' igT~es In:.l p$'±np~p;Ce "'id~h;~:tll~,itp~f~r~~y'~'iy§ tem~'~'a~ suoh~ ,j, ;:; 7'. 

"~''!j '\~~'. :;,. ~~! .S:: ....tt'. \~~ .t:~ '.:, .t) p(. (!.~~ "',1' ~~t i:' .l. :.~.; ,~ t: fU :•• ;,~, ..f~;t t'>l';;t' ·iiH':'i 't:,:;~.' ~J t ;:~: );"~: "f::. 'R '~~ . ';.: :1iJfi": {\ ~.)~~ ~\~j. 't; 1~t fb~ i,' ::, f)} ,:, ." .;-:. 


"~:1~;:5.:lt~1 era.s'~1f'Hnition'~of~~PliymEhits';<p~iorC!tcij.i~65·~;a-t;t!r.:id:~anC;erp~Yments·;J;';'(; 
:~J ':P.:' :~":\~.'( !:~ ~~i <~t '.,,' ,; :~\<:' ~jJ;~l'; '~a ·':t :.;il .•-.l ,,1. i,b~.\ \ .::;'i~~ u...~; 't, i;,~';:I:' .~'JlL".'r.).i~ ·Jd4.t·,ti::1 ,~! ·':S1;",i..,~~.~ ~. ~i. "",; :.,5r1.,·.i"....:· ~', '.' .~, ,tr.. ~.: t.: ~',.'. ~'~~''':~"' :, 

::~~:~'~'~;:::~,1:;~',!,~~~O~)~~t~:.:~e~t~..~~~::::Rrg':tl:t!~§t ~;~,P~.~·.~;I~e~~'~#:i<~th±~i:'?Ol~~~·!·','¥+B,'
sta.temen t'''lIou1d'app,ar"'to'' a;r!Sef~c)1I1':some: ,misun4~~st~~ingo''''''''; ',' ~.•'" ,,;;" 
.,)}:"" ':: .{~~ : ... ~ <~ ':,j, '~'f..:. ~:s~·~; "'{;::t if.. ..I. t>f~ ~~~ "Z::1~\.!-:rf~: ·l~~f.i.~ t1 :.Q. ~tt~.~··~~~,'f;"·?r f ~~l :1U.';t:"~~ £.j.. l .,~:. >!f ·f; :,,'·~~.~~.t :!;-.,{!: :,.. t. .'~ i·~' '.:.~' ': .:... , ... .. ~ .f·'°K 

, _'I'. .,.."tl '""" ., •. 

:x:, ::!·6.):~:·'Ihtr.oati6tion 1(;, Sf e}:'Di3].to±:f·:'.MiDiiiH~'t~atl'e Prooedure 

We assume that the prooedure to whioh/Dr. Wail1aoh has reference is 
that by which the Oberfinanzdirektion determi~~s th~··~c'tual 'DM. amount whioh 
the claimant will receive on his judgment or (~'\,~td!: "W~:"agr'~; ~ith Dr. 
Wallaoh that this proc.edure is not an ideal praotf6e"Uhder "method of pay
ment". '. However., again in view of the last sefit~il&e 6ft::;;pl:l:t:~graph 3 of . 
Artic.le4 and furthermore in view of the olaimants' right of appeal to the 
oourts from a deoision of the Oberfinanzdirektion it is doubtful whether 
an objeotion to this procedure could be supported UDi er the Settlement 
Convention. 

1. Denial of Non-Action Suits 

Dr. Wallach probably has in mind a provl.sl.on in the Reich Liability 
Law similar to Article 45 of the U.S. Zone General Claims Law and to 
Article 100 of the Federal Compensation Law granting the right to sue if 
a olaim is not adjudioatedwithin a certain period of time. We do not see 
the neoessity for suoh a provision as the adJudication of the olaims takes 
place under the restitution laws, and before the proper restitution author
ities and courts. If the Oberfinanzdirektion is at default of making 
payments there a:ve always the usual. administrative remedies available to 
~+'?-!D.l~~e.,;~p;t:9vided for cases of inactivity 6f administrative authorities. 

~: 
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, .: ~:,. ' 

.'--.•..",,'.. , 

, (',._.•. / ,~~;, ,~,fI. , .,;,... ?";;: ~";: ~~l ;'."~ , 
)r~:;:':ilil7iil:'liLcl:i~-'l:ra:Er"mi:sundets't'ood' the signi!i canc:e: o~, ;·:tli,e 

,'efi,;;t]ne.f"Old/jS,8v,ings Aooounts Law iJi"the".:':R'efeh 
,,:;;"tli'l'lil!ll,.p'f'iI'!:t'-are:more'ravotable'anCl '1il' addl1ifoiC,tci tlle . 

. VI;;.) ',' ,.. "'" :1'_;",<,. ,f,. ", ", ,; ',.', ".,,,•• '1',),., ' , ., .'" ~ "'.1~",~1~ ..d'... 1""> 'I 

, ~"'They "ar'e~ appi'l.oabl'e"tQ:' Ir~,~QP:~DiialC~C"4~e::Ot:8"""" 
• ,. ,1'1.' .", 1:'''''-P~~'~f i"",,,,#i' ~'r....~t.<,\'!,. -f,."l.' t'."'· ......w,'

the propoaedReich Liabil,:~,~y:c~l:a.~ iii·;0!is.es·!h~fe' 
would have applied' to suc1i".debl~~ ::,~~,,\'tb:~:(ao'se'n:ce 
th& F"ederal' Compensation. Lliw";:p'foy!''' s··":t'h8;t'~,~, 
, 'r~i6h ':t~~t/6''''~f feas... 'than:;/:":i, 'if";', ti,rfii-ence 

. ."W~)';;: f '''>: ~.;:,;' ~~.~;~J>:tt'~ ."".;:';'~:':~
R~t·a.rain~1Dr. ! W:a:J:ta.ch(~ Ii'" cri iicrlsilt of': the.;! sl1:' rii$ni'coUl't' d~'eiSiont·'

;"'re:f'~rref 'to"aDOve'- ," it" S'houfd I b'e' noted 'that~'at/ ti!t'tmetthij\":a:.~T~"'i~ii-:iae . 
~~~endereat!'the<"eonv~nti,oii.s iter~''!not j.atifi~a fjlid~'p~e~{llri'kibiiY";f:bi-:!.tiii~ rla~Gn 

::,·,·):'were~··nat~'viewed as binding by the Supreme Feder,al,,--c:'out. The Court :
apparently considered itself bO'!ind_ onlyblthe F,d~ra;J,.. Comp~ns?-t!-olf,.Law 
arid!;tbQnf!ltrued'L:i:ts!1prov'iSioniJH'~8 t :it ;:aee"d '1~ ~ppr8p~fe.~ia;;'i:'t.Th~l):·lmtlic"h.tions 

);:"of'~1thef.,'di,cisioij~wrll~:hbe tiiamlnea dur1nt1-riiture ~ Allied-German negotiations ..."'. 
on the amendments of the Federal Compensa~i~)n.Law. 

J : '.-••••:.'~' .J '.' ••••.:~IIf:iO . 

. :". ,~, ,./~·t ¥~!:~:i'~t~ ~:~,,:~~.!;<~,; '~';',' :) ~f 
D~str~buti'on,'" "-''''''.-"'',," ..,,,, 

GO ;'.;;: :.(2; '.; ::", ,:' ." ~;<~ :" :,' 
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· Gfflce of 'Germa.n Affairs"· 

'Bureailof Eftropeaff Affairs 

Departme'nt at. State ' 

Washing'"ten' D. C'···· .. . :J.., ReV-~ . ,. 

Dear Kr.Jonesi· 'cat "'£ . 
. . _.""'1',- 

f!:F+A 262. 0041/l-2!55 ... , ::, . ~., ' . 'r' ..•.., ( ',," ., ' .," ",' '.' -;'. .. ;,' '. .- ... ' 

~pori my retu;rn fr em German1,I wail' gr~l't i fi ed to' learnfr..D!'Yl>u~.·f 
k:~~d let·tf!l"9·f· February~lO'~ 19'55' thB.t tht!f~iID:p·o'rta.nt' prohlemi:f 'd~~lt 
wi'th by; 'my let'ter of January'29',1955 w~re turlled over te the"pro-: 
per ~uthQritie8.· .' 

"', ~ '.,." ,;,' '•.••. ~, _ .• », ." _. • .,.~ ...._. .",,' ,".',,_,~, ,;_.. ..~,' ...... ,,,~ .0',' 

'~; ,.",German SuPremeCQ'Ilrt;deotBioif"LS.na:Hessen~vi;!:Dr'~Jla.inzer:' : .. , 

· lnad o:ppotttinityto'dHfousa;th~'s OPlliloirwlth·manY"Germa.b.~t·tpr,. 

,nays and offi'c;i.'~ls· worlc:lnE.r;lii;:th~·:fleld,~o:f';·friaemril·flc'atiGn>:f'.or:,~ ; ,;{ 
.:~he' v,io~t.:i'ms;···:of:l'JazlsiD~,~ery'w~ri!f' uhanlDi'butf1 'ln'.c,ohdemillng· t¥te de(ji';~;' 

."'~i;on~'~hey' also' agr:eed:thali;' ·thie"copihl:Oii~ 'wa's' a . 'ties t· ciiffi" tor AlLltl(f';
I': l prestige Jrttne 'fi'el.d'of,'l:no.emnification: 'for" 'the'victims .of Nazism:. 

Ii ~ ,:a:"ild tor t'heftiture;c,f":' (iJ1deIimtf'io~'tfGi'l' hi general. '., " 

'. '; . :M0st· ~eveall:~g:'~~ad~s,ousijl~~ .~~~~.' the' <r:~r~'~'~i'ef~'l~~'~~~~pe~:- :~ / 
1 en, who 1I.S'" hea.'dTng fiowrncremnif10a'tl&'ri . iif':Ba.aen~Wiirt:teiiiberg~J. 'am iO"-o"
asking t~ consider thefollaw1ng rep~r:t',ln'thEi"lnter~fs't~ 'a~lrerr, .' \ 1 (J)' 


1 Perlen,as c Q n fi d e'n"t":i'al'~':Herr'Per1'en oonsider'a ,LaDcr": ....... 

l 
I 

~en vs.Dr,Jlfa>inzer'$.·complete neg,a.tlorfof' par·t ~V 'of' the', §et~l&". f11 

men,t, qenveJIti~nf~He"8uDarlzed the opini'C;n in"the'same way'as I.' ; .:, 

· had dOije lif'lDy 'b!tteridated .January 29', 1~55 "to'fcii.i;He·said;" D'o' ~:·i 
not think tha~ 'we G'ermanshaV'e-ilo'-l-awyers;'we agree withy-ou' 'that:; (l) ;1 

thereas6ningof"t,~efBiinde'sgeriohts1iOt'18. all" 'Wiong"'~'Herr- 'Perrei1~l r 
accordlngly,na,d given ins·truc'tiinis to 'his lnd'emnificiation·(.8uthori4i4 ()1 I 
ties'.;.:ta.nd'esamter-' .~6 <d:tsreg~ra !!.r the ·time .being the' '~Pl~~_' (U ! 
~nd Hessen VB. Dr.Mainzer and to continue applyIng the 1.. ( . 
the U.S. aone where~more favorable to the claimants. "How' ~n I r If 

can hold out against <the 1hlhdeffgerioht8I1:ef"~he said~ 11 I"d'~n ,'.J< - , 0 
know. It very much depends on whether' YGu:t· c'ountry will,,·ta~-i:niiok ' G 1 

action in ::Bonn. If 'cases come b'er'ere the ·eourt8~,..the-latt'er":will !~+ ~.: 
base their decisions "QnLandHeBeenv8.Dr·~.tnzer,~'~ hli~ty ilr' I! 
urgent"~HerrPerlell'then"6a.id·tbat'thetime would' be favora:Ple ': f 

"; .for quiok Allied steps slhoethE,'Federallndemnificatlonlaw{EEG') ()J'''-,.: 
'i. s p.resentlv in the' 'pro,'oes8 "ol"1')eoomlng" a;mehde.d~,'"We' ·frietfd.:s . ilif in.. \ i 
"~e:mnif'ieation'will" try'te evercome' ·:r.and·HesBEfrLv:s'~....rJlalnz·er·'by'TG. . -{:'-'. '.i,;' 

future amendments' to' thEf' BEG,but we'depe'nci 'gi"eatly" on All':f:ed" ....... I . ~.\.:"( 
euppor,t which' is to stress· Part· IV of' the SettlementCenventi9n~.:: .'// 

. . l' .... /1 
. ,:>:t___ ,:' .. ,-,:--.~..~-"~.'";-,- ....--;~~'~""""" 

n,R' 6 ,)".'\ 
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I then reporte'a to Herr Perleifthe many caseswh'ere c .' 
af Diiiie ever' ?O'years .af'age' nad" died'wl"thoilt' his' Hidemnifi . 
authori ties' taking up' the'frcs,'seusuppos'edly beeaus'e' my ~llen't 
W'ere"too' you!i'.· I' also relforted'tll<f case o:f"~ 73'j'e~rs olfr:l?rg~. 
fessor' Emerl tu'is'jwh'o had been dismlsseif. 'by' the -Naziif,:who '. ·S.tIll' was 
without h.idemnificati~nr',wherea8~ 'all'the Nazi ....effrcHaU}"··teJDPora¥i,,;, 
1y dismissed by-theBl'., ilfthe'caurse"of' the ill';;'fited All1'(:la~~', 
naenazif'ioatioB'" had been"lhdemnif'~ed'''long'tlme'' a.go',ih·ac(foraah~-e 
with Att~r33' of the B6nn"·1!a.sic·Law~Rerr Perlefn suggestedtlla~>~fie 
r.eal bettleneok' forr the ihdemni'fTcatiilmof"'tlie'victlms of'N'a'21sm ' 
was that many of their cla'ims' "tere not "as ye.,t';:a~cq.a.re~ "~~matur.e" ' 
by ::Sonn and, suggeste'd Al:ITed steps b(-th:i:i5',\dii~'~ottQn"sinoe~ 'the 
Set t l'ement ' Convention lsprQvfdl ng:'f~~~i,"¢}tp~gi ~no.jt"·Tn ip.~e.,iJli)i, if.;. " , 
oat ien. "The mo'tiey 1s- othereJl~ Herr J?erl:en'c sa~,C:i:,}''ijnly; 't;,lte'ipayilferi't :~:: ,,
is held ti:p~by' 'red" tap~"'~'He also'r'sf'er,red' ta"·poli~i¢ir;I.n'~h~>la~t~r 
respeot ,however, ft',should 'beno'teQ: tha't ptiblio'opln'i'orf in' (lermany 
at present 'unanimously' is ':olamoring: f'~r"-sIfeedrer::iri,demnifica,tion. 
The more puzzli;,ng it is tha. t it l,s s t.ill held up. ," , ',"'" , 

: . ,,: 't.". , . • ~ • ~'" ',~ ,,". ", ....." . ~ •. 
, , , ,','~ , 

Law ,Regar.ding. the ,Re.sti:tU:t1:Dn,,:,Ob,li'gitt:tGns"of 'the Reich , ., 
. . . .,. _"",.. • ........ ".~ H.,..'. . .....; ',; ,.,._.: ••,,~.~, ........_,.' _,_••• ..,·,."-",L~h"~.",,,,,, ,. ...., 

, "You;'are"ur gad: agaih'<t:'o:,~::gr'ant;' U;S~'i: ait~:r ney:~,;,~'P~,ola.iitzi:i'ig . in 
the f'Jeld of ':':re~,t:i,tut¥onii';-he~rlhg\~Gijo;.eri~~~n~r:t;lils~lmPorta:lft",'~'" " 
legielatlatJ.. Iti'Ef, th.eir' coilsldered''''oplnion-tha,t:' tl1e-'C0.ilI"er;'e:noEC , 
on JewishMaterial ClaiIllj!J,' Again'st Germany' liici' Is' onlYln;tereBt~d , 
iRO. q'1.~,l' j!~:c.t,.:, _i:~r~~,;e-' c;l~!m.s~a;n.d',~:s Pa.YJn,g9P.,lylil(l3e:fylcEf~·'- \. .. _, 
to legi'slatien: l'·~,rJ,:·i.f:, (l":r-;v-l;:'a':\i:'-a::T·::cla.im8'~,):'~h&/v,'e"·'a~ce -b~H'ore 

, I submitted 'a brief' r~ Dlo'st impertant, i~d·emnlfiC"atiojf"leglBla.tron 
, to this, orga;nizatlor()')nly ,~f($e~<lt' dijl1Ufpoth'f~g;tlitf problema"L 

.' '. ',< .' rat sed:>~YiDe'<~r ~"'fJ ~iI 1; \9i~hJis:;:fif'aa.dlt i~C)n:;,a8:, ~~('~'tt,,~riie~f, I")ws t 
, : ',;.;:protest'.that ',D,o':'pr,ijr'efHr~Qn:,:or,::,('~rjor'a~H!)n:;i8 m~)re":ehtl~led:~,'j;'o 

'partic Ipate lnlegi sl$."tl:Gll"tall'ijlg"'4:ii9.et::th.e,':Juris.,~lo~;;'!('a.na; 
, 'interest af.'tner'U.S.\ than 'the'Tegal ~pr,ofeEfsion'and'~ members" o'f the 

:ear. On~~ they;,' oan u::t be r,eli,ed <:upoif to know' t.he' pr0blem~ from 
pra'ctice ~nd ,n9t, .to be 'swa.Y'~,d ~ ..d,lvi-dad loy:al~ie8. . ' . 
"~ , "" :" r' ,.,' '; ',- '~"'-!:" .: 'H ..... -.• , • .' ." 

S:iRoer,ely'youra, 

".," 

, "', ,":,'.;: ' '" 
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FROM HICOG':aONN 

TO rlJB nEPABrHENr OF STAn, WASBINGrON 
\'i~ "". ' ", ;Lt t'(JIJ¥ / 

despatc 4 of March 2, 1955 

~ 

Cu./!- 1

':L OLI- 6 .E. L . :l 

Satisfaction of Claims'Against the., .. 

h }~~.~eGerman· Federa~ G~vernment has" transmitted the AHC I1Third "to the 
Pr'o'f'isi"onal Draft on the Discharge of Monetary Liabilities of the Q'erman I\) 
REti'd'll'l:~rider Resti tut ion Legislation". The object of the law is to carry. out • 
tneuuridertaking in Article 4 of Chapter Three of the Settlement, Conven tion. 0 
The' following .is a di scussion of the substantive provisions of the draft: 0' 

.r:..:.··.. \'~:\P: 'Claims Concerned 
......... 


. " r,' a'. The draft applies to liabilities of the former Reich which,' '~ 
"c,ons'is't ,in the payment of a Reichsmark amount or in the payment of damages" I 
(I~i.6~·et~~,ry 'restitution liabilities) (~rticle 1 , para. 1) • Such claims arise .:." ,01 ' 
pr'i~i~ti~y fr:olllconfiscation of tangible and' intangible property which at th'e01 
tfnre :'q,f' 'q&I1f,is c';tt ion was' "identifiablell within the meaning of restitutipn 01 
legrsra:t,~Qn ,bu't which cannot be restituted because of loss, damage or' 
deif~j~~15~~ti'on. The types of claims envisaged are those arising out of the 
se'f;zu're~," forced 'sale or compulsory delivery of securities, jewelry and other 
object~..made. of prec ious' stones and metals, ,and the forced transfer or' ' 
forfei t1ir'e 1:iY;operation of law (Eleventh Implementing Regulation to the 
Reich Citizenship ,Law) of Reichsmark bank aocounts and other Reichsmark 
cre,dt~l.b.ala.:'lces ~ .Monetary res,ti tut ion clai,ms .also cover claims for the sur
ren'der':o'fprofi ts which accrued prior to currency reform. 

,t,.', ,:" \';:'';4 $. ',,~, ,y;; '.: l _~ . , . . 

," '; cr,': "b. , With ttvo exceptions claims come within the purview of existing 
re,a"titu:tion legislation. (Note, however, discussion in para. 3 below 
re\gard'i:i1g terta:i:n gr0UpS deemed en ti tIed to payment from DM 1. 5 billion on 
basis of",existin,grestitution laws). Satisfaction on such claims, however, 
shall riot' ex-ten&beyondth,e limitations set by the draft (Article 1, para. 2) • 
This m,e!1ns that ,the, holder of a valid judg!llent may get less than ,the amount 
awar..de~ d,eperl'dJrig 'upo:n the sufficiency of the DM 1.5 billion fU:nd. In ,this 
cOl~~.ec~;!:9,~!:~A:~7:;~ii"c)J:~! la.is aimed at .f_ixing .thefinality of ·restitution..It 
me'~,~",that.L:WelGh 91aims will be settle,q;.,Qn~y. as provided, in the d:t:aft and 
re.fT;e:ct,s,the inten'tion of the Federal Repu1n'ic ,.:not Ct 0 Ie gislate further in 
U[i....s 'field. 

i . !' \JH:. \~, " 
, , 

claims ariSing in th e,r 
transi t (lift vans) --=:J. 

REPORTER 

, , 

R 6 .s,-tt 
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any other country 

..,' ;'. ;. , .: ~i,' ,7.;. 
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.' •• 
' ,4 ~, ' 

obtained monetary resti tution 
tl;:Je restitutor defendants mentioned in 2 

the draft includes the 
condi tions f 
.' <')'" " ~~. ,~ ,:<:.;~. ,,:: ~~.n.' 
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Page ;'2,0£ 
D N"2125 ' esp. o. ..

, F ,T,:r,:T:GOG\BONN,rom ,,,.all:. ", C " 

in"'non":Germall Eu.'rdpe\aii~ :po:i..t's}~" ':X(, J,,: C,,1 , 
'"" "":'. \,J' .•~!.:~ .F~I ~ :~r"J.:;l "'; 't, :J. ,~" t· "(..1- ".L~~( 1/: ) ,) ,,":':' ::'~':-

~"~~] :", ~" TH'-ei"-Fre~r'i'oh ~:l,oi~irs:l;J:tttt;i~H~ ;"l,a!~;td¥d'f~riari(Hf'·Nb. l'20y :,p.rov~de g/ "for 
,reis't":'l!l€U:~:i. on':o"n~yg~f; prb pe',';'ty., i'd'eri'fif:la,'lj1 e l ~a t-';'tnfef ta;Eite <'Of ;;r'iLi:ng "su:1't • 
~Woic'or1:l~±heil!yf~:t~ d:l!aiim'If,'~:th 'i:es'peci:t"'Of ;pridper~iy 'iibt 2s'O" f'fdszit£ri:Ii''b:Fe :(al t'J:h:iugh 
i:i'd~eri,'t1dtfi::ia:bqte ::a.:,gj.;!th.re~(t'iiIria- 0 f':C:onfl::stcat 'foblI);e:re ;;·rib't cr i,i'{:ibierabreil'but"liEi\qf,'t0 

..:'," ,/" '," 

be asserted tinder compensation legislation. The draft virtually amends 
Ordinanc,e f·N'o. ,:!;~20t~:sb 8!si Ct ci;'l';p~:O'V i1f'e7' as'~1.n4 iHie"ci"as'e' df,;:t'he" 'US.i:UKi.:restitu

, ,tt:;roht~,lta~-s\~ :f'.:s-r~'!cjomperisali&r;:~or :'id';eriit;j£rliQ;D'Jj7e~' 'iproper:tyi ;whicns'ubde qlien1;' :,,' ' 
itO', t"~e" c'cHff.f§:c'a!tidr{ ha~a'(Yi9'eh -'il'os"1;" ·:,aam~ge~&l.o:r~ih~a·caeter.id~e:;ted' {Art'i'(§le 5, 
(:r;yarat.:!~':',. <'Thl&s"'~p:p":fies;)'a1!:So' '-eo!. ~ra1mis~·~wIi'i('H'i~;nave"ta.T:r'eacfy ';b'e~n r:irf':whcil:e 'or;' 
{·:Bn~;~p·ar'~! i~aJdjhia -fc'a:tedic -'o'r iWriifca,'b l:Y}'se't t"]!'ed-"'lb:~~piocieetdi'ingsitiihd;er;~'co'mp;ehsa·t i OIt·' ; 
:4'e~gJ::sla:tfori;~ L',:;I:ri.l)::thei.l'.laTtfoer,~'iI2n<gta.nc\'e~',tHe:!' j~ti!tfghierit"'"or~'se'ttlement shall>have 
,:lCtEiel"is\'l:1m'e:""e'ff'e'c'ti;';whfdh' ;i~:wou:J:d;hav6 .tbe:en accorded had it been rendered or 
entered into ~nder the aforementioned provisions of the draft (Article 5, 

i~~l~'~'~~.})t.. ,:, "':,1:,,:,.,:: "'~~':l"~;" ".';;'"L '; <';~ '~:: ~;';':' ~'": ,," ';' . , ",", :'::,'~ , 
'i' ,<" .. 
..:..; ...._ ••<C • 

European ports asa rule does 'not constitute a ,cause of action under the 
,prese::ii:iV re~sy:i!~~t;fon~ "'l'i:!.~.:p'e~i3.u.s~ ;,tJ~e;;:provisi:ori:a:on'Verili,e~' .:a:riCl,:j,uris&i~c(fion 
:r'e"'qu:i!re'".: t':Ha:t':~the":prHperty i'rF\di!sl;;\f'tie ;b~e'J'1hC;'ci;'ted"i'±n ,t'-:tle' ,:a:r'ea. 10'f,\ 'applicabili ty 
af th:e,resti tu tion laws, ,or that the confisc,ation ocoUrred in that area. 
Thed,tkr t i;ts'Ee~a:t:e:liJne:w..~1:h.a~~ms~;2:,:fn'i,~s.tfbh?~cJ.s7~'~{Art io1e '6, para..l ) and is 
de'signed to di soharge. the obligation of the Federa.l Republio under para. II, 2 
of Prot Cic~~i',;aNai~J?lP~br)~1;:nlt Ge'rma:n':#'I$;:ael?~!A:greYeme'rl't;j.~~tTh:es,et::r~eme'tf±Ers;;"~ar'el net ' 
::a:;Ai:~iJ:rJ::t)1,~;,;t:'d~:su~:c:e~s'~,or1';ci'¥gan ~zgtl:'on:s ~Iegt"ici'lei"6 ~;: 'p~a:ra~:l2~~~(;FU£tlie~mor'e , 
'fnCfe:m'#::rf.'feat~±?o'ri¥!:;lwii:l"l~ ';ho't be paid to the extent to' which 

is li,~ble to p'~y damages (Artic,l:e 6 t para 03) • 


, ~~~i;~!~';;~~;,;";~,~fJ~~~/'.,,,.;\L}r , . : ~" '" :. 

, ( 2) Debtors' for Whom ,the Federal' Republio Assume sLiabili ty 

:... ?!,{~ :::",,:.: !,' >;::, /.;/ :.;•• ,:!~ ··:~V·,~ ·;.:'.f;'r:;\ ~:, ~. ,~,;( ~.;. . ,~: :r~ ~~" c~,~ ,i,). '( ~~ i;: ~;:: '; !;.: ';;> -, ," ;] :,i .:',~.:::, J.' ~~~; .( . I,) J, :~{:-.- ,;~ ~-

,r" . !':'Tne: d'r~f<t' :~f'ov:fa:e,s':\"fbr';\thCe'1;'~s7s,uni~,t~6n 'o;r~ morie~t:a:ry'!¥est'i t~:t:i.on:'\': 
'J!iab'i~l i~15ye;s;;;±nYca:EtEf8" ;where :t':tra ":tdrine r:";lGer:mart' R''€ifo'!i'" :i:t;:: ;th~'" 'i;El'sti tutor' 
"ia~e felfa~an't~i :iT.h :i:~s'; ;a1..;;~1:i1 i:hb titdeifj;:oisSts"'wh'erel:'CtH'e:'re:s't1tu:t~or . :a:tif'e'nd!ali fa} 'are 
:~th'je': l{eu':c.s~l1€r Re::i5Ch's'lfiiJ,ln}L "D'etft sr~f(e ;Rec±!chj~<po~:t,,:·,thl~! ient>erlJ~i:s'e" ftReic ~saut0

:(b\at~rieDit~ J;~rt'jJc~:esll, jI1ar;a::~ ~)\'/ ana: fdrme"r"fjana>'PI:ns:i;fia':i3:n:id \-eheNSllAP" 
t~~r;~~~~rsJ ;,~~,;,~~:~}?}~. r ..i,' ,; Y(; :'\~T ; ';:C.t: r ~~;~'~, 

'I'rtZ(::3') . ~:'E1ii'gi:bflitY'for"Paylnants"::' "-! r;/!
~~;{:t)'::--'t !~::~,[:r<:·~·;;{'(~;t~:,~~, '" ;:"r·Q~)·i 'l;,n '2' "\ !;{.f~,:;~ti·~.f~~ ~:~",~'. :o.:u:" 

:!Hr~(k ·:t;; ':AIlJ~:i.-clax:-mari'trfl"~ :.:who :have ;£i'le'd!"'~v'i:ilidi.;m'oIfet'ary>'r'es\tit'U:'ti6n cl'aims 
I r 
I 

ti:na~r" e\J:tfs''t'ihg'G 'legisla tion or who have 

;. ',A,d"; '. 

" judgments or awards against one ofi 
I
I, 	 abovEiI~:ar:e,~;;e::T'igjj)ile to reoeive paYment. In addi tion, 


following groups to whom payment shall be made und.~r, the same 

:", ~... ~'. ~~. :Yfi; (if :i:,.t t. ~.i t, ~;. c,.1.::, ..l J. ':1 .~: j~~;: ';:i T. i'<01\' :,l ~J. !'3 (:: :~~X.~...j ·!~l(.'! ~~ C ': t.~· ~ 

";"~~"~a.,;,\,'pe.:r<ffdnsc!.tto',:w;n0m;r:hfolf9t.t8}r.y.'re·'8)td:tu~t'fon 'ol'a:ims:, ,'havei"be,en 'assigned 
ur!ia!a'r~~~r;;t}!c.re't :4'4l~)l>'Etr,aC:"i:; :{Cif.:'MG;L'aw~ N0'.('; '59: Jaild'il.'ompar-a:bl e'prov!:i:s:ions'o.i' ,: 

1"~'th"'~r~T'est<i tu;titOIt!·~ia.WS (~rt~cl'e Wlv' c' ,h",:~: ~,t c': ',r 

!> 
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" 

" .,~~~s9r:~.::.lp.ol5ii~gi.Jifaicg. c:Lal:~a ,exbludedunderthe' french· I 
.'i.l~!f·~~,tho.s~"1ihose cJi.f'j;yansr,were' e6~fiscat.ed in non-German· I 

. ' 

. p8t.~~.dul?;~tB:r'i::t4,? gtrc.~s:j;a.I!,cell!.,Q.esor1bed.;ab6ve.'·' In the 'lift van 
.' . 6: .,.~+a.~~;tt t!I3~~~~·;'.bl,,~~Q~1Y;i.'1:f} he .',emigrated(or'. intended to 

e from the area of applicability ··of the Reich Liability Law. and 
his ,last ,:i:ea·idence .or permanent abode in that area (A!tic1es 5 and 6); 

. . ,::~: ~" ~.!~ t'a., 'y'~' :i~"",, i~~l(.:~ 

'.;;. "..<t~.,.P~~~,o,~s!>:<Vlho.;;;:w(;I\,l1:,q)'l,aV':e.':.had"ba.m6ne'j;:arY:'restituti'oncla±,mfor 
q,I7~a,;~~!~, ~:~~;;;"d;i;:~i~i~&\1;;l~il1ed.,#1·:(.IlQ.m ~a.,n~,il:1a,r.y•.:,:~es,ti tiutd:.on cl:aims'" s'Iifchas·c IaiIDs 
:f',ci:~~.~:~~; ·.~~~eI¢,~.~.;:;.i~,t;.~i.P~.o,:f)t..f:!...;,,!hio.4,are.;.'.exoll.1d~d.·frolil n:~iW ':~i'ling) .. ~ndeir"' • 
~)%i.~j(:.::le~i;sl~~;~oll.. ~~b'4;:t f.i?-1i,le.4t..Q.;f:;~le::a '"v;al~dr :pet±tlqnnvithin the p.eriods 
~.:r;~~~;S,. .~d·t,l;1Y;.",t~,El::r;;:,~,~~t::i,.tll,ti±,oIfJ~l:a.,!s ,.'Q~,:;whojse, pe'tit±on.was /diismi:s~ed or' wi th
~:r;f3;.wp: >i9,;~ t~,~~ grC>Hf.l:4·()].b,.a}~cPCl:r:d:j.)l:gi:to'i:ts ;,legal :onatur,e!',the',·.o;:taim 'was no'· 
r:;~A~,it¥,~:ion, .,cla,iJn..,CArt~c1e :J,P'f,. 1?~:r:a ~:2)~;,~ :..' ,i " i.'. .' " .' 

'; ,<'.;;:,':':' ..~ ",::d <t~'~c~LG.:~~;~~p:;,~ae1'f4E1;:,in/ ·8of.ar ~iasith~;: hav,~',~ade' p~ymenti:r on· 
cla~ms;the.sa,t.isfaction of which comes within the purview of the Reich 
ti~bil'rty·t:~w'(.Artic1es3 and 24) • 

.,!::.>l";.:V;:;~.:;:1t-t 7' ..,~~ ~ ~';'?~" ;'~.:;~.~:i··,;.r.··,,~,;.~, < ·z··" -'"1' 
v 

'i '; .;~ 7.j;'~ •.... /' 

.'" .' ." .. :·';~,f.~f:i:"ipir~~?':~'~~~O:1'pJ ;~,!:l,~e~i3.i~J:l;l,,¥nt~alld1..:c.pmp~1:;&tii~,:m;.(l)f~,.the', amoun.ts, to:~ be' . 
iiiJd"ttt.e,.draf"t"9- fs,t..ingaishes between three main categories of mone tary

'J. " f~':" 'I~ ',", i. '. "", ~ - .•. '~"~J " "...<.( • 

rest1 tution liabilities • 

.;&. '1 1 ;" ."!~:.~ .:' {,'t}}:" ::' 
,.'c· ,: " Category,...:ll :.'~' 
~,'- ~n "', '~'" '" _,; " ...... ,_, ';", .. , • , 

~: 

t{",·/...:!~:t: ·:;~·;.~';~l.h,\f;:' L~:,";;.;'f;-~~t ?',<""::":'\.(,.;.,::.: ,-. ;_','1.:'_ :·,~,·r,." '. ,;:.'.;:" 

,.,.,:,,!,:',~s;t~.~a;f;r;:.,+.':~:~:;t,~tR-~~qn liabilities the discha:rge of which consists in 
tne-'paym~;h~ ofa Re1chsmark amount and to which the provisions of Part Two 
of the,; ,c;~rr;~.9;rif; g!?r.ty:j~r~;~pn;" L~~(:,.!i0~:Ld"'~iPPJ.:~'\, if the ir application would not 
be excl:ided'1tfY'~Jtr·t'iblEl'14·6'f'·'tne""Curr'enoYQonversion Law "(Article 8) •. 
This categoI';r.;,cl)~~~e;rn5l 9~a;!D-I)3A'or:,:p:;,:,()f~tf?. {it~.; theanoillary,claims of 
At;~i~~~~Sir,\l9J~,~.,u~eq~,; or,.':MG;:L.!:!-'Y 59}:!ej.n(t,,~d¢i.:it·i,ona1ilpaymen;t ~Artic1e .16.,of,; . 
.M~.~~: . ~:9J ~:~?;~.u..~,~,;"Ehl,'Jil;te;~q90mp!!lJ.Y\;9r ~~y replace,;claims for:,the:res.ti.-;, 
t~~(j';.",reJ~:,~;;i~;!3Ja.t~;'ii;.l:JUsin~~s E!n~e,!:pl,':ilileS ·~or .. otner8inoome producing .;. 
P~;~'~~~'i:",Y~;ft(~"~~r ~,P..~\~A~4,\ll..tfqr.:;-;;h,~ .s'Q;:r:r.el.l<ie~'i,fqf\rents received by the resti
tutor 'de,fendant from the leasing of an apartment house during the Reichs
mark:' tJ~!tJ ..:?,,.,6~,~;,7.?~~version rate for these claims is one Deuirsche Mark for 
ten. Re fclis·mark"'s·'.'''''''';'·· . 

. ~"'. "C·d(J:,:.:; 

,",'. CategoI'tY.,III .. ,-. 

R 6 . S-tt. 

1q :~}- ---:.>-..a.:
if, .. ,~" 

DECLASSIFIED 
A!.IL'lOiii'l UJ) ,/(,/1003 
8Y"~lL ~AfiAo.13~l"f· 
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:e:~~:,,:,~:.~!...,II~"'~~.~·:';is~a.!~_.:P~J.$'.~~~!',:~M.~r~~...",;., The replac ement ~,
he Reich Liability Law and the :value which • 

.'pl),()'p:er,tYiiliad >:a"t thei. ;~time'o,f ,.,i'tsconf.iS.aat ion "shall' be the 
1;f:a;C;.t a:c,s tf;Q.r ,;~the, (~o,Qm:.i;ru:t'B:tion ',of. ;,'the ,amountr'·of':,da:mages .'. ;,;:\ ,~, ' 

1:- ,: ·t .t ~: :':~ ".:" .t ,I!; :J; ;lr-i<~ /~, ~ ,~, :::". ''Lt.:· ' '/:'>{' >. ,.,.,.....\' '" ~,;." ,'--' ' .1".p :". 

:~ ,j '; , "Mane,tar.y ;.r:est i;ti\:l! ti:on., ;'1:1: abi·l i'.t:i;e s' ·resuiMeng.: ':Dr0 In',,a iC lai'm,d:or. ; damage is . 

ar,i'~ in-g. }·f:r.:om ii:j;h£; ~g o1i:f'is'o'a t ion loi; a: dieiaJl:smSi:fk :: cl:'ed~i:t,:~a'la:rice Whioh . i'n' 't'he 

a b,~,enoe:of a .conf.lsca t;i,On.,l}W,ouJfd:n\&ve: i,':tJe:en1,subj~'C t: "ftQ donvers.ion:' lpUr!s1.+ant . 

t 0:, ~:Ar.!t :i;e]}e'. J::}, ·~pa:ra:,...;:3':0·t\il~he ,CuJ;:re%,!-ov' ~e:on1Ver;s':i:'on iliawt'~ .,.Q;4X tdtcle: :,10):;~,.Thi s 

r~f(ar,s:i.to;ba.nk :'accOiWl ts;.:elnq;;eQther 'tRet:l.o-hsme.rk cr.edilt !baJ:ances;:e'.,g.1,tamoUn,ts' 

pai-q, for.,:,;thia: ::transpor~ta:td.:on'~ot~11f,t:;van:s ,:whid.t',were 'conf;isi::ra:ted .1toge<ther 

wi:thi,.th;a~ "lift vans. . The draft provides that such creditbalances shall be 

converted at the same ratio at which they would have been converted in the 

absence ~:o.f a:~.;~cen:f±spert~nl •.' Normally this would be 6.5 Deutsche Marks for 

lOORei·chsmarks"~"~·",-"",,,-,, . 

~<..::.' "-+<:~,,;:~';"::\ \''': ~,""~'. l·~,}'~,::"y \~'.. ;: t:,,~ ;.: :;"::;cIJ c, ";.. . ",t', 

': \', ,\Irt.,;thel>J'!case: of.~:oank, aco'ount~s' or..:o'ther,;;Re'ichsmark,,;credf.t'balancesito 

wb:d.!:c'li, .~;t'he· p:tbvii;~,i:on1S1 ~of Uthe\ "alid' Sa;in'gs:~~AOoouri,ts,Daw ,ap:r;ilYf"tl:fe·i.D.'enef.f,t s' 

pr,o;v.,ide;d;', ~'±n·,r\t;hia;.tl Law''1'shaJl'\l::.;:bel,fadde'ddic: ·;';thef Bm'Quntto:b.epa1d~'Ar't'i c:'1e 11 ) • 

The, ~requ;iremen,tsih:>f .~th'e'i;0~d"~6:av,:b:rgs Aco'ounts: ~liaw aTti. in'::':pa:fttouJlar'tha;t'/'the 

creddt;;:·ba;:la;nce:'i!lllls:t;l1'B:~:e"!.xj;;flted:;,i:i:on"Ji,a:nuar,~ ~a;ti1940'and!nitiis;;'Clual:rfyds' a' 


. sa:v:tirn:g'7i~CO:OUn:,tr:~])ife',,~~:risura:nce or similar inves.tments etc. The benefits of 
the Old Savings Aocounts Law mean that the conversion praotically comes up 

!to a ratio of 2 fo~lO~ . . , 
.;:i~t:~:S,~.b> ,~~~, ..},:.~'~I',<

All monetary restitution liabilities ,shall ,be assessed as of the 

; ~ . r.' " .' 

effectiye d'at:e',"of-:;: rthe~B:e'ichfJ1Li'ab,fli ty" Lavr." Profitsand/, intere"st lost: and 

inter,es,t,payab:le.und:er';. r,e'st1ctu,tlon!·legislation"shallifbe ;take'n" in.:toicon-. 

sidepat'i.onD{:Ar,tic'let:z7':)".f' ,j ~'<, ",..<,." '. ",' ',';0', "'. i,. ': ,',i,. ' "IC'.' ".,.';" ;
I'.," ",., 

", '. "" ! : l' ,:"'~,, 

, ',';, ',~ 

~.{·',2 t~:~. ,The Fe.d:e;ra:i',.Repul'!ilict a'ssumes" 11a:bii.;l':ty~'u'pto"an'amou.nt of~· 


DM· '[·~5')ibill:iQn;",·!.""Wi thin;;.t'hi's:'iim1t".the::'.amoWl,ts:', a:.sse!ss.ed"shB.ll ,bear "interest 

a t;;4%t,p~:r ,.annum~;(;A.r,t:i~le 1'4}'.T (N.o,te I, fThe: •. te:rms'~ and: oonditions ,goverhin'g 

me;;i;rhod o,fpaym.eilct;'~ (.11"t11c1e'. lIB)' !are.:. no;:!;' st:a ted:~:,l 'Presumably::th1s i ' will he' 

wOit"ke;d;,.t,.ou,t, in'/the;l:A:H. ied.;;;German . nego.tia.t16ns )iOh:.. ."",;, ,," . 


:,;'r.i~'~,r~,di·' _r{:: '.":~: >':;.,~:":...~;::i..~~,~ ·J,'(i ':":.. ", '"'"_ .J:',' '.'-:i ;.,r:: 

',~6!) "pro.oedur:e' .•~ 

;: ~~. t,,;~ :;'"<',1;~.,,":'i :r 'f )."'f"!';. :~.:L t"1 ( :i,
/"', 

:,,::' .' ,'; Proceedings,dor.' the;'; sat~1sfac.t.io!l:'1'1 of monetaryresti tti:tion claims 
are: ce.r~ie.a), out bythe~:'Oberfillahzairekt:lon1,of~·,the:.d·istr·i:ct' in whic.h the i, 

resti,tution::.cas,e!.' is!:: pelldillgor~ na~:'be:en pending (Artiole 17)".' If' the 
claimant. feels aggrieved by the decision of the Oberfinanzdirekt'ion he may 
w1 thirithree,:months~.d·ronr. theJ,date"'of service of;'. the "'deoision appeal to the 
res,tt'4)lltion':chaIllber having :fLlfisdictionover'i'th:e restitution ctase' (Article 

1120~'•. ,!:'VJheIl,;.the t~atter\':\haS\~be~rtt 'b~o.ught,', t~"~¥e 'rCha~~~r;;'th~\ procedure'" shall· beT 
igoverned by' the "rules~'of'·'procedure under: the'reet~ tut~on laws~ : 

" " " , . 

33,,~058 
<, 
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Page 5 at 
Desp. No. 212'5 
From t¥.I(i0,~ BO,~ 

• . ~;The Xdraft .ibiiendsr:·tlleit:FEHi'ira:l~;Com~~ti·~·atf6'n ;(Iiaw "cif S:eptember 18, 
'(BEGF·to :thelt"~ff~ct!'~hai;':1;s:1i &etrilti~ntJlrprSvfsfbni'of~A:rtf(he'7 of .. 

. . <i'eral ;::¢ompe#sat~,oii~;nawi.'Z(eX(!l:fti's:f.\(in ;;ar:;clci:fms :wlri:'~h' aocording to their 
hilg&I natue:!·ar~raFgs'tftutfoiF·trlt;Hxti'f:i·:'Higard~fessi!():f:wlieth1ir::or';riotii'res1;i
tlit~6it"::ql'a£ilF'''wa~ "fil&d""'ia'("el"lIfm1!nateid~\f6r'~'ali'-'pi-ao'ii6ar'pu:ipo'ses'" (-.A:rti'cl:e: 
2.1:') :·;;'Kecordingly ,under Article 21, par,a.3 of the Fed.eral Compensation Law 
as am~pd.e,~ ~~_ t~.~~:;~~~, ",Sl<3:!~~ ,f~::I~p~o~a1., }e,:~:~" m~~.,al~o ~,~*7 asser~~d 
under" th~'C6mperisa;ti'qii',La~ 1fthespeefallevy:"'has,·~\:tIt "whole ,or' inpart'j 
b,~eB p~i~ by""~he s#~en.der,i'of property :i1flbJ'ec't:':'~O::festftutio·6:~: .. To the·.,· 
ej~~n~ :,·to "'liic'i!:: thee ':;ila:hdr.:pais~. a':re'stftution~i:n::a:bii'l:trom C;dmp~nsa:tiori fu:rids~' ::. 

q . l' ......,t·.·, ... '·"" ..>,-: ~,:r_," """,_' " .. ,~,.' ','!' " . ~\,," --"",' ,",'

the"Laiid"wil:lbe reimbiirsed··..in'1respeot of"'such payments from. the DM 1.5 
billion• 

.~::;~·~U"": ,. ,_ 

(~)~_Hardship Clause 
, .~ " 

" 

,":1 ~.'.: ~ :' . : '. -:"," . ~ , '-, :.! . .' ':.i \':" ,,'.-' 
.'; 

C(:; i\::i;'<'" (: :;'For··'d~rta.:t~~h~rdship:oases 'an, amoiint·o.:f"DM 50' Ii:d.llion· is :·taken 
f.roi!rthe'"DM;'I~:5}·b±i:lion'!fund' and:"placed'atthe' :disposal', of :the ,Federal' 
Minisier',8r)Ffnar:rc~'flL I1~rds'hip':c~ses aI-if putioula;HY'"thoseiwhereufider
ths"\subs taii'tive~lp'<'rovrs ions Haf' 'restHhiU6n,le O'isla t!tc:;in ·,;'aiid·~~thEi-:';Refo·h:· '., '.' 

.. ',"' I ' t. ,c . 
t1~abf:i:i ~y::~~wl;itlt(F'pe:fs'eoidtEi~ .ilw6u~~ h~ve ~a.{1:c~a:fin"'·but:(;oaniiot:~cre6over'~be6atise 
t~~ ";areiii~"otli:p:pfidabfl±ty of1!ith'e "res t1tutf'o:p.r: laws~' is :"re's tric,;ced" t6Western 
~~~~~i:.(~~'~f:$·~(¥~~~:f:·;"" ' •.•~.. :~',;c,,:: .'. ~'> ..',.' '. ;.,'~':' "cc, '. " ... "t 

"!Dl~6~uis:i'ol{'~:-::"" . '. , ' 
:: ' ~ t, '. '.~.: .~...;, ....;: ''; ',. ~~ ;'.'. ".~.~ ~: i. _" 

~.;" r. "!,'~;' '. "'" '-"'.' \, .;. "::,' -: ~ /, ~. ~~ •••• ~.'J. • 

,., ""!t 'is 'evid:entth:atthi:{draft is aimed at utilizing the DM 1.5 billion 
fund t,~F{"Pt~l.g.P~~.s,J:?t contemplated or intended by the Allied ,or Ge~~an 
negot:iators"·0.f··"~l?.:ti,cle 4 of Chapter Three of the Settlement Cenvenhon. 
The eJfect of certain proyisiops pf the draft, such as those which 
reimbb.rsl~'· 'til~·'taend:er:ln";rei.c§pe~9t! of:' ~amounts paid on confisoatory taxes 
under" the. ,Gener.al Cl!3-.ims Laws,seemtp us t.o be essentially an arrangement

• "'., "",';_."',,,},.1,; "'::-:., 'tV' \. .'~~' ~~,,:. I;' "'".".~ '~4;' <.'" .q":,,, .f,' ".,"" .. ",' ".' .j"" •.•.,",' 

'i~o:~,e't~~,:L e,~ .. :tJp~p·c~:a.l,- PtO'b.r:emi:l)'~'t:R;:ep.: .t:he;:F~.de.!a~. 'R!3.p}l'b.l'icand· ft:s:' 'oop.-',·'
's,tf'£uent ·La:end.fe"r~ ';A 'fhmilar::'s'i\ttf~ti'oH' E6cist's"w.i'th' r·e'ga.rir to' the' 'O;fd ~,' '... 
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