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There' are a number of other problems of importance on which we will 
also ~e,~:lfa .mpr~:)~~:~'is;;~,a.:o~O:J;iy~;sq,J\1ti~~ "',h,~c.p:tl?,pos~d ill, the draft. Among 
this will be the method of paymen tand the terminat,iotr d~te. These matters 
will be reported aathe negotiations progress." 

~ .! : j ~ •• ,t 

'·"t·r' 

Conference on Jewish. Material Claims agai~st:"GeJnltiiy.· 
, ~\._::". t/?'~. i,!.r: ',~" ~" 

We have had a number of informaldiscuss:i!&ns~wit'h';thEl"Material. Claims 
Conference. The Conference has not as yet oommenced negotiations with the 
Germans on the draft. With respect to our negotiating tactics, the Con­
ference re<;luested aird we agreed that simultaneous negotiations would be 
conducted between the Allied High Commission and the German Government 

. ·i~>·:;., . 
\ 

'It, > "~'..~ ,~~~)tl(.;. . .' . 

First, we ,will seek e.limilfatic;)n ofthosE;l categories of claimants 

on the. one hand and the Conference and the German Government on the other • 
.	It was felt that this was desirable because of the bargaining position 

which the German Government wouldachi~veif one side crystallized its 

position beforet'he other. We believe that by following this line of 

'action bot'h theC:onfe,rence and ou~sel".es ,will be .in the best position to 

get the German (i:overnmentto eliminate a sufficient liumberofobjection­

.~ble categori as from the draft So as to bring 'j;he' scope of the law within 

the DM 1.5 biTi,~6,n'limit'ati(m. ' . 


which in our vfe,w do not qualify as restltutionclaimants. Our objeQtive 

will :be to agree>a draft which, we have reason to believeon'the basis of 

av'ailableinform~tion, will c!:trryout the treaty obligation and at the . 

same time achleve tIle widest measure of common good for claimants a13 a 


.wh6ie,•. The Conference is urging us to follow this approach and we believe 

. that it is consistent with the ,Department's desire to see full utilization 

.' of theDM i .·5 bil'lion.fund in the most e<;luitable manner possible. . 


.' , " . , 
2. If· we should fail in this line of nego·tia tion then it seems to I 

us that, the ne,xt best course 1s to accept the draft as written but include I 
a priority clause which,. would provide in the .firstinstance for payment 
in: full to restitutees within the meaniIlg of the langUage of Article 4 of 
Chapter Three of the Settlement Convention. '"This would also fulfill the 

. treaty obligation but w.ouldbe less attractive to the C,onference because
IL.Of the retention of the obj.ectic;mable categories. 	 ~; 
l:' t.\ 
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, 7:.'"",,... .tb~lIla:ri~~j1:/~~~~~et~ ~~n~~~~t!~e I 
, ithr,'theproolem, on such a narro,w basis>, " 
'co~~,i.,der9d until andu'nle,s,s it':appea:t~ 

<, .' ./'~~, :>;; 1.;:, 

i~~~s~; fth' 'tlle"Br):ti~h'":tt' wouid"appear,:t:hilit th'~ 
,'gi;i:~)~!~,:f.,!~~taooV.:e, mentioned approach. We have 

lilrench views "t·O~'dat'e·. '" ,"'" " "". 
'" ~;~,.~. ",1 ;:r,; ;;;0:.' ~,~:~! . y.,' ,'" '" 

d'.att 'law.~-ar~.-att'C~j(;;P~ 

, "Knpx,~awb """ 
'j <' General, .ClouF,S~l 
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LI\.W OFFICES 
LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN A.lIJIl SCHWARTZ 

1802 Jefferson Place, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Apri], 8, 1955 

Mr. Walworth -Barbour 
D~ptl.:tY AsslstantSecretary 
Bureau of European Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington 25, ~.c. 

Dear Mr. Barbour: 

I address this letter to you in view of your havin~ hf!aded the 
United States delegation in the recent discussions with Dr. Herman 
Abs, representing the Federal RePublic of Germany, on the subject 
of possible return-of German assets in the United States. 

At the conclusion of these discussions, the Department announced 
that it would present a proposal to the Congress for the return of 
the assets of natural persons up to a limitdf $10,000. I believe 
that it is estimated that I:!uch returns will cover 90 percent of the 
privately owned assets of German individuals vested by the United 
States under the terms of the Trading with the Enemy Act., 

I 
! 

As you know, the 83rd Congress passed Public law 626, which 
provided that heirless assets in the United States should be turned 
over' to chari table organizations which might act as the succeSsors to 
victims of Nazi persElcution who died wi,thout heirs. The President 
of the United Stat,es, -pursuant to t.he Act, designated the Jewish 
P.estltution Successor Organization, a New York membership· corporation 
which has long been the recognized successor orgariization in the 
American zone of Germany, as the successor organization under Public 
Law 626. The JRSO has begun the monumental task of compiling facts 
upon which it can fill'! claims to those assets in the United States, 
v"!sted as enemy, which appear to belong to heirless pel'secutees. 

I have mentioned the monumental nature of thf! administrattve 
burden which this task throws upon the JRSO. I should say, also, 
tha t the United Sta teB Government, in implemen ting the Coneressional 
policy of turning over heirless propert.y foraharitable purposes, also 
must undertake, under present procedures, a large administrative 
burden. This burden is so large indeed as te> occasion Ie:;i timate fear 
that it may well delay implementation of the Act andrealizatien of the 
proceeds which are to be expended for surviving victims of Nazi perse­
cutiono . 

339062 
Under 

R 6 s,-''l 


!l{ 95'-?~ 
10::;7) 



- 2 -

,Under these qirctimst~nc~s, it 'would seem appropriate that such 
'lezj.s1ation, as' may ,riowbe under cOl,lsideration within the: Executive 

"brahch,loOldng, .toward return. of the, property of German individuals, 
. inchide a provision or provia:!lbnsauthorlzingand directing; a bulk 
settlement of 'the heirless property claims. Once the return prof:.rram 

, , described in the Departmentt s press release is effectuated, claims 
, will, ,by definition, haVE! been filed for all individually held German 

assets irithe United States (up to the limit of $10,000), other than 
, thoseheid'.fr,omEasternGerrnany or},hose assets which are heirless. 

The Eastern German:category Cbttld,'i t would seem, be easily dealt 
Wi th .. ,Tlle"remaining amount' of unclaimed, and therefore presumptively 

, heirlefls ,', p~6pe:r:ty, is very likely to be substantially'in excess of the 
'$3 million limit which has been set by Pul;>lic Law 626. Under these 
'circumstapces, 'it would seem desir~ble from'all points of view that a 

; bulk~ettleme,nt bewoIi(ed out with'tl;lEj! Jewish Restituti.on Successor 
Organ:t.zB:tionasameans of cutting thr(}ugh ,masses of red tape, which 

, ~s 6'j:.h,erw+sel~ke1y. b~th to delay ,attainment of the object ,'of relief 
exp~I19.Huresand burden the agenci~s., ,chari table and governmental, , 
which,must be concerned w:t.~ th~;s,prob1em .. 

, Itis,<the,lntention ,of.. tI:leJ,RSO to ,continue, of course,' with its' 
efforts' to achieve implemen·:ta~ion of Public Law 626 to the extent 
,possib:Le~ "~sugges t, howErir'er';' the. t the above proposal might be 
consid.eredas a policy rna tter, and might,be the subject of consultation 
pr:i.or to submission to the Congress of '\iheExecutive post tion on the 
above-mentioned legislation, ' ' 

, f 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Se'ymour J. Rubin 

.rt:t 
CDF

I 
'8 ox 
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LAw OFFJ:CES 

LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 

le:3~ JEl"ll'ERSON PLACE, N. W. 

JAMES M. :!:.ANDIS. WASHINGTON 6, D: C. 

WALLACE M. COHEN 
 ~.-i; ~. 
SE~Ou:e J. RUBIN STERLING :3 - 13905 

~;.,... + AB~ P. SCH~ABTZ 
April 8, 1955 

~.~.~ ........~ 
~ 

.~~/13 l':;~ ~_~ 
L'.,f4.:~~Mr', Wa1warth .Barbeur . 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Bureau e;f European Affairs 
 APR 111955 
Department af State 

Washington 25, fl .. C. 


Dear Mr. Barbour: 

. I address this letter to you in view of yaut having headed the 
United. States delegation in the rec.entdiscussionawithDr~ Herman' 
Aba". repr.e.sentingthe.Federal.RepublicOf Germany, on the s,ubJect 
ofpose.ible returnoi,German assets in the United. States. 

At the' conC:'lusionof.these discus s ions, the Department 
announced that. it wau1d present 'a propos'al to the Congress for the 
return of the ass:ets af natural per'sons. up to a limito.f $iO, 000 .. I 
believe that His estimated that such r:eturns will caver 90 percent 
of the privately owned.asaetsoi GerInil,n individuals ve:stedby th'e 
United State,s under the terms of the TiradiIigwtth the Eneniy Act. 

As you know". the 83rdCongre'sspas.sed ..P:ubli.cLaw 626, which 
provided .that heirles:s a$;s·ets in the United StatesBheuidb~l'i'furned ever 
to charitable organizations which might act as the successQ:l"s to victims 

.a£ Nazi persecution who diedwithaut heirs:. The President 'of'theUnited 
.states, pUrsuant to,the Act, .designated the Jewish Re.stitution S1,lCCeSS0r 

. Grganizatiari, a New 'York membership corpo.ratwn which has 10ngbe'en 
. ~.'.. ~" ..,.~",~~c~he rec0gnized successer0rganiz'ation in theAmer~c'an zone .ofGermany, 

""'" ',s the s1,lcces;sor organization Under Public Law 626.. The JRSO has 
!iff/pi *gun the ,mQriumentai task ofcQropiling factsupan. which itcari file" ' 

,t ;~~~cjaimste those.ass'ets.in the United.States f vested as enemy, which 
'~a~pear to:beleng to helr1ess per·secutees. 
~ ~ 1 . 


. , rt\ t . . I have mentianed, themanumental nature of the ad,ministrative 

~:et'~-"bJ,rden which this task ~~ows upon the JRSO. I shouid"say, <1;180; that 
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the UnltedStates Government, in implementin~ theCESngressional 

policy of turning over heirless property for charitable purposes, alae 

must undertake, under present procedures, a large administrative 

burden. This burden is 80 large indeed as to 9ccasion iegitimatefear 

that it may well delay implementation 'of the Act and realization of the 

pr@ceedswhich .are to be .expended for surviving victims of Nazi perse­

c-ution. 


Under thesecircwnstances, it would seem appropriate that such 

legislation as may now be under consideration within the. Executive 

branch, looking teward return of the prop.erty of German individuals, . 


. include a proVision or previsions authorizing and directing a bulk settle­
ment of the he~rless property claims. .once the retu,rn. program described 
in the Departmenti spress release is effectuated, claims will, by definition, . 
have been filed for all individually held German assets in t.heUnited. States 
(up to the limit of $10,000), other than these held from .Eastern.Germany 

lor. those assets which are heirless. The Eastern German category could, 
1/ 	 it. would seem, be easily dealt with.. The remainingameuntof unclaimed, 

and theJ;"efore px"esumptively. heirless, pr0perty is very likely to be sub­
stantially in excess of the '$3 million limit which has been set by Public 
Lawp'?~~,. Under these circumstance.s, . it w0uldseem desirable from all 
points of. view that a bulk sd~lement be worked .6utwith. the Jewish Restitu­
tion ,Successor Organization as a means of cutting through masses of red' 
tape, which is otherwise likely both to delay attainment of the obJect of 
relief· expenditures and burden the agencies, charHableand. g0vernmental, 
which must be ,concerned with .thisproblem.

. 	 , 

It is. the intention'of the .JRSO to. c(:mtinue, of course, with its 
. efforts.to achieve iinplemen"tatiC:)D,of Public 'Law 626.to the extent po.ssible. 

I suggest, however, thattheabo"e propos.al might be considered as a 
pelley matter, and might be the subject ef consuitationprior to submission 
tQ the Congress of the Executive position on the ab0ve-mentioned legislation. 

'ncerely your's,

d'/ /l /
(AN~(A 
\,/1 ~ymou '. Rubin 

R 6 .re{ 
C () r , tq~5--:>-:('f;.l 
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(le~;lgr.la(;€i(l shall ' 
, Act. '.60Stat.925. 

aOln,:;'or'ganiliatiOIi: :J11I"'"~;iUJ;lJ'l Y a rionprofit50US:C app; 34•. 
orloo1rat:iolrit;:i,nilOrno!ratei:i' ..,. anuary. 1; .1950"orge.phat1on'" 

,;h1HliA,.'[;Tnit.t>iI S\~tesorof theDl'strlCt'o~" .' , . . 

R~_ . , . . ,', .• 

33 of the 'Trading 'With the 60 Stat. 925. ' 


, '. 411),as amended, ish~reby 50 USCapp. 33. 
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JAMES C. HAGEltTY.. PRESS SECRETARY TO 'lEE PRESIDENT 

. . . . 	 . - -- - - - ---- ~.~ ~'-~:- - ~ '- ~.,-.~ ,- - - - --'_.- -- ~ - ~ 

THE WHITE HQUSE 

The Fres'identtoday's:i:gned:iin execliUv.e order designating the 

Je'l'dsh ~st:tt,ution$uccessor Oi'garil.aation (JRSO) .. a New Yo.rkcharitable 

rnemb'ership~9roPF1:l.t!9n" asanorl:ia;itizaUqn. authorized to receive unclaimed 

pr.operty assucce'ss~o:r £,n' intere'st ..of','certain deceased victi.ms of Nazi 

p!a.f;sel?ution w,hich i~ .held by the l~ttorney General W¥lerthei Trading with 

the Enemy Act. 'ffie President's action was taken pursuant toP:ub1:lc 

~'\'I: ·~.26'~lli C(mgrefJ~,~ ,!~proved Au.g~t 23 .. 1954, amending section ,32 of 

the Ttadir,lgw:iftilitie' E~inYAct~. The' 'Pres·ident has a:l::soau~bri~ed the \ 

Attol,'ney Ge~eral toa.d.minil:!ter. the act. 


Previous legislation enacted byC.ongress permits the Attorney 

General to return ene~ property seized during World War!! in cases where 


,!t-.he owners of the property belonged t.o groups which were persecuted by the 
'NaZi'Government or the' governmentS of othererienw countriesi. 'Where such 
~eF~h~ye ·d.;i:~dj t~A~'!io~y: G~n~ral may ma1..e returns to 1the.i:i? he~rs. 
lio'weyer.,s,n':spiiie ins.tai:(ce's ,tPeseiz'edproperrty is unclaimed because there 
,~~"n9§l~iving~~.~s,. Public Law 626 autho~izes the trarisfer of s~ch 
:lIhe'trless:ii ,propertyt'o one or more Ame:d.cannonp~of'it .char:iJta,ble organizations 
Q.e~:i;g'nait,~9;!l;ly thElPr;Elsid,,~nt,f()r use in the rehabilitationandsettlBment, 
on .1:.hebasisoI heed', of' persons in the United States who are' survivors of 
,pe,~s0~cu~ci)gr.9UP~. Safeguards are provided, however, for retransfer of' 
the propert.y shoUld it s:ubsequently appear that there are eli~ible heirs. 

'PubHcLa.vi 626 is similar to Military Government· .:,Law 59 which was 
.EY,~ :i:lltQ~·rfElP:t,: :in tl;e u:@te~ Stat,es ~ne ·of Occupieod Ge~ in .1947" 
·Undertheprogramma:de p'ossibleoy ..~ 59, unclcdmedpl'opeXlty'q£.deceased 
·J.j~shy~ptilIlS'.QiN,aziperf!e.ctit:ion was turned over to JRSO to be devoted 
· to t;n~ relief: Qf. the.:hiri.fvors. amohg,siich.. victitn.'h.i1RSo, ;'lb:i.ch,was,!ounded~ 
·.~n,.:J~47,by le~ding Jewish weilaregrotips in this' couritr,yi~,..anticipation 
'. of·Lai.v59.. made art excellent record in earryingout that prA>g~~~ .JRS01s 
·	W'9:r;k. in .Ge~y)~s cOlmnEul,(;led U ~othePres~ent for des,ignation to 
carry out similar ,york in this country' UiiierPublic Law 626. 

more 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 

R' 6 .s.-c:t 
CDr rq··~!)-?-tI 
eOX I O:;.~DECLASSIFIED 

fl'll~"'I'~' MJ) 1"llOO~ 	 F:l-e_wi ... , 'J--'_.:....:::__......_ 2-6 ?,~ GO 41 
!'8~~ tiARA Oot31l1f . 

http:PubHcLa.vi
http:victi.ms


, ,i', •• 

, ~ ~ , ' 

.:. ':,~. . : .. '.~?~. ': .. :<" . 
9't~J~~(~k; ,<J!I'cilla~~;~ilIU9;inly", 

.,' .'7~,~'5,e .!S~ll iEo~lU!~;;;1 . . 
''p,qy~ld~ 64,';)if&r~ yo'tk 

.,'" ·.··..."/';,;;i~:i!q~:~"r~Ct.~'~,· ,~L'!~;;g~~"ili 
"'1~ ..~~;l~!:~~~~r.~;,' ..,"; .... .,," i" .,..,,:•• 

. .il)ff'.j. C~:·.t!,~...· ~"!'l;":'. . . .. .'. ~<.,.... :.~c.;.'.•'.'.:"'.':,•.i.'.'.•~.',~.+~.i,'_':'.., '~~< 
.. ' Blit~au.:of·;~:tJ~~",~~, ' . ;~~~fa' .. A·,'~.'0!':.. ,." .. :..'. / .....~.~::t1 i> 
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REI GU' 26i~o'o41Z3'''!'855 :." . '>' ~. -~ 

.~.ar. »r .•Utr~uReferenc•.H'~&~ t,o"fotir~r@¥irti:h'~"
.~955-.pro:miBing·:'that"Tw:Qutd\:liii!Lg:tven·-'a.fi:"aplfoftunftt {o:;stiom}J;~"
::a.-br'ie:r' :d.6ild,efr:hl'hg··tlie' th;li-d':dra:rt"'of : tl1e·'lit.". reg¥l'o.fng:-mo~~~r: 

·fefitl;tt1,~iqlJ.'J:i~;a.b'i,~ltle.'":of. the,R~}c,ll.;Tii~:d~1~;'I r~ce~v~d.·· 'by:, ~thff.: 
,'a:~t;irtesY' o~: .th.e·· BUho.e'smlnis,ter'det :'Fi'iianzerf ip:."BGn*:'a>;oopy':o:t·:~,. 

.... tl!ie·tl\lrd\",raft:,togetherwltH'a.'ftotl?loatlcnfthB.~'·:tiiter';;'A.l'liieCl5,,' 
conver'5~ti;ehs'on this ,third. draf't ·are going to, start .wfthlnt. " 
l\ex~' f'ew~"i~y.~,~ . :' ." .' . ..' " .,., .. ~ .:~,." ">. ,.;':::,: ..::,';.. ,....:,~~:,'. 

. .. . , .::~~'. 'This,: _kesitperfeotlY" olear' that,"'t ~ill'not :D'j"··'··' 
'gJ;\anted . the'" ,()pp'(i:rturiitty.; to"suomft" a'b:t'tef; in~"tlme~May' t aadc"ir:ofJ!· 
tnererore~"t·e:,f'~rlirara·>.;the·' fo'116wfng':"ob,se:rvatlonsa.iid'~::su:tnfiia.ryc'~~ . 
'itlle·s(rr;';·oall:ed;:thi.r,d, draft 'to" the 'c"6mpetent,"W~S~"autliorlti'e'i in. 
:arer:many wnoseLHfb.. 'i t" is·t"Q negotiatet'inthis roa. t ter wIth the ", 
Federal R5,pu~iio.of' _~.~:t'ma,llY.:, ".. " " " ...' '" .",,',. _. ' 

,<.' ;,:'.":$}iJ.e' thi~ddJ:al~ ·has~.'i~t;b~duo'e·d:2···ada~ionai·~',: ..,"~" 
~:~;:~~i;,~:~S"~~8i'~hl!,h' are '. q~:~, ~.~a.l~t.~?:!_~!It~~2r:t .. 
. ,., . ". ' .• '. ,.' "," ']'lrst,a.:new:·:§15la)ls 'grafitlng- a"pr1Si "ed"osi ' 
't'1..on 'and"prefer'eh(,t~ tt~.·to' .tftr,Ftle~<'to •.~ th~f·~(;r~¢al~.!'.suc6~" .... , 
'Grganfzatie~8'"'·lri'"viGla·ti'G:n'·ot·.',Cliapt'e¥'3"·':Art,i4.·,'par·:l,a··of'" 
·'''.S~·ttIe~ent·qin~ep~l~tl~:e·s't.abliISJltlig·:,t~~ :w;all··;:C~~ll~B"·~:r·e'.·to ,. .': 
'8'qmLlly .a't:i·sfied....This·pr-oves:.. 't·l1,e·:::p;o;ln't;·thS.t:.. agaln· thE('pr()l:f~rrent 
.0£:,:0 olld'~.(;t f.v"':tf· ;i';estr:tutl"'GD(the"S'~a~~r of~~rer~il;'tn~'" '. 

: " '. ':"1la!;;teriaF 'Claim'S C8'iirer'eD,r~ ",a.nd tHe '"Sue(fAB.lS·~l:""'org:anlza.ti . 
'r:;wh~~h are' in pera Qna1:'''~nion' wi ththe' f:'or~~#J:'are~pre' .... , " 

ii!.'......~~)'~.i'.b...eh.ef'I...:.ts. '·:i)~r. ".~.' .... bil.l.-Wh.l¢...~ ..h...... i ...8... ' .. J;.u.P.P'..O•..s.. e.·... a..... :1t.;..~.. sa.'. t.i..s...ry··... .i.. '.n"'.d· .' •...,.
-',tc',}l"'.·~arllla.: l'.~ fes~ i tu~ion c ~~.i~8~::':rllf D.~~Jl:tmeii:~ ·~"B.'.ii:rg·~~ t:?:pu ~:'::... . 

:·i:nterests ··of'Amer·icaneit1z,enl, ,and,· .of indiviiiual res.tltutian:{t'i
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2~ § 1 ;a)limlts, in' 'vlila:tien: ·of"th&f,::at(:;;Le~8'~t··.:mBr:i.l,· if'iift .J:e~· 1': . 
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trarY;:;~'1...e,j;ria:ll:7,~th~;ojI~iman't.;·r'SGr.t:,·t'0th&c~o1i:i;·t:i·.:pl::tjV:l ..... 
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\ 

TO 

REF ~u•. 

SUBJECT: of Monetary Restitution Claims Against the German 
Reich N 

'-Ol~
,t\) ;+;i . 

Attached are translations of four letter~ exchanged between the Federa.l 0 g' 
Ministry of Finance, and the JRSO concerning the bulk settlement of monetary 0 ~ 

.(11
resti tution claims against the German Reich filed by the JRSO and the JTC.,···, ~ E. 
Part II of the letter of December 9, 1954 from the Federal llinistry of Financ'e...a,. ~ 
contains the principles Vii thin which an agreement is to be worked out. This" ~ 
was, supplemented by a further letter on :March 18, 1955. JRSO agreed in ''. m 
principle to the basic terms of the settlement which are the following: ~, I 

~i 
~ 	 ~ 

1. The Ji'ederal.Republic is to pay to the Jewish Successor Organizations 01 
10% of the total amount which is paid to individual claimants under the Reich 01 
Liability Law, subject to the DM 1.5 billion limitation. This means that the 
maximum amount which the Successor Organizations can receive is DM 1}6.31 
million ,1. e. 101~ of DM 1363.10 million, the total of these two sums being 
DM 1.5 billion. 

2. The amounts claimed by the Laender of the ti. S • Zone. to whom the 
JRSO has assigned its Reich claims sha.ll be deducted from the total amount ,': 

·r 	 due the Successor Organizations, but only to the extent to 'which the JRSO 
has actually received payments from the Laender. 

3. The Federal Republic shall pay DM 15'million within the· first half 
of the period prescribed in the Reich Liability Law for the satisfaction of 
monetary re,sti tu tion claims against the Reich. All payments are to be made 
to the JRSO and JTC jointly. 

4. The Jewish Successor Organizations in return sh~ll waive all claims 
"":I 7',~ ~ ..;-- ,..... ~.: "':-,'... ..:; ..~ "t.'" ":" ''':'''f'.''~''''''''';."?- -::: ~.p *~':''? '?~~. ~~ !,..,4? ~ 4 J ~ ~:;r ":~? '" .. 

5. Ther~' are \'also'" certain undertakings by the ..S:qc.c!e~.sQr l:Organizations 
~ .."., '. ", l . " ..'

relating to claims of third parties in cases Uwhere,qthe' Reich is liable as 
joint debtor; claims against individual restitutors from whom the Reich 

. acquired the confis<?,!'l,t~d ,p~operty; claims again~t ~~e ~t;~iQh ~p]: the 
l, 
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LAW" OFFICES 


LANDIS, COHEN, RUBIN AND SCHWARTZ 


18:;3.2 J~FCP~~SON PLACE, N. W. 


WASl:IINGTON e, D. C.JAMES M. LANDIS 

WALLACE M. COl:IEN 

SEYld:OUR J. RUBJ;N STERLING S - 5905 

.ABBA P. SCl:IWARTZ 
June 2.4, 1955 

\ 

Mr. Daniel F. Margolies 

-Office of German Affairs 

:Department of State 

Wa.shington 25,· D. C. 


Dear Dan: 

Upon my return I found upon my desk a letter from Geoff 
Lewis, under date of'May 2.0, referring to my letter of April 8, 

. 1955,addresse.d .to Wally Barbour. .In my. letter, I suggested the 
possibility that the proposed legislation fora limited return. of 

. vested 'German assets might include a:. provision authorizing and 
directing the Office of Alien Prop~rty to make a bulk settlement of 
the .heirless prope.rty claims, now permitted .on an individual bas.is 
under Public Law 626. 

I note that the legislation which was merely proposed at the 
time ,of my letter and of Geoff's reply has now been introduced by 
Representative Priest, I would appreciate very much .being informed 
of the legislative situation with respect to the proposed legislation, to 
the extent that the Department is able to furnish such information. 
In this connection also, I would very much appreciate,when you have 
time, such comment as the Department might make on its conversa­
,tions with the Department of Justice with respect to my proposal. 

I shall. of course, attempt to follow the legislation myself by 
keeping in touch with the "relevant Committees in the Congress, 
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AMEMBASSY BONN 2 6 
DESP., NO. 

" 

!EBB DE~!EMEN!E OF S!EAftl. WASBING!EON 

\\-./- ." 
17m.: Dept. 

Use 001,. ; 

SUBJECT: Office of General Counsel Monthly Reports 

'r-­ There are attaqhed hereto for the information of the Department 
copies each of the following reports. 

Property Control. Statistical Report, ,31 May 1955; 

'loi,,;;, ii 

~ ~'~'~ , '-'., td 
f.i'v,e' ;~. <II 

. :xl 
\. I!t 

'~ .....

\1\) ~ 
Monthly Statistical Internal Restitution Report (U.S. MG/Law 59 and ., ~ : 
Western Berlin) as of May 31, 1955 (with the following annexelH ' !\ ,91 

(1) Types and Estimated Values of Property Res'tituted, (2) DistributiollQ 
of Values by Nationality or Residence of Restitutees); () 

two summary reports - Internal Restitution. 

Enclosures I 

1. Property Control Report. 
2. ' Internal Restitution Reporto 
3. Two summary reports. 

UNCLASS IFIED 
REPORTER 

L~Lamb . 

General 'Counsel 

o 

N 
,fT' 

,..-,0 
ACTION COPY-DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken. 

.... 
" m 

I 
I\) 
Q) 
01 
01 

R 6 .r-~ 

CD F, 
eOX 
F;'l~ 

339077 
OECLASSlFIED 

A!.IL~co"i~y MJ) 1fQtffJO,,:!:> 
ey1 NA~ OAt! ~111~ 

/'.. 

\ 
i 

I
, 



~t·l~ 
,;;:.:~.".... oil 

na.?~M"","""':ia',!ii~ '''::~!i' b'~.f~.t."\i 't,~i;:*, :lf~'&~i ·~,;~"t,;i>~ti $;'iIl:t,;tt,[i':~';t'l;l''> 
~·it·' ,i' , .. • • • • • • • • • 5.0.,

aeol.aae let:_~i.d 81........ . . . . 
4tmv,.... .i.;(!;. 7.~.''11i:t!'.Cl' .1.J._at. • • • ;.1Ir 1 
wlt..~ • • •• • • • • • • • • • • .., 
~.. Ml_'U.. OrMh4"""'.~.<~g~ 

D. 

.. . ~ .... . . .. . . . . .. . • • • •• 

,~~, Q;~';' 

." .."~.i), 

R 6 .r't 
c b r I t q s-o 

DECLASSlFIED 
hILi!:.;:), MJ:, t:ppq OO~ 

g ox IO:{?J 

F :(~ Z6 ']. lX) 4' 
ey~ 4 NARA 04t3h.ll'£ 

339078 


-~ cf 



,
\ . 

valltd " 
16',4', .,._ 
n,1"
Ii 5 I.'M 

.---~---~ ... 

R 6 .s-'({ 
c b f, t~s-O -~rf 

CECLASSI ED 8. ox 
, ~.l.IL~o'i;'l NJ) 1(lll00~ r:::l-e 
ey~ hlAAA 06t3 hll~: 

I 



DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 

F,OREIGN 

FROM 
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C ~.~... I,J 
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·r/t._ 3 DA r'-.3 a 
~---~-~.~~-~~~----~--~-----~~------------------~~ 
SUBJECT: Int. Resti tution - C.laims Against the Former Reich ... 

~ 
r ~~ I.:.. For various reasons the negotiation~ 'between ,repre~entativesof the I "'" 
. German Federal Government and the Conference on Jewish Material Claims: I\) (l) 

against Germany, which were to have. been undertaken immediately fo'tlowing " ()) ~. 
the meeting reported in reference despatch, have not taken place. . \\~ ~ .. 

We are concerned that the delay m·ay.cause consideration of the proposed~O ~ 
law by the Bundestag to be deferred to 1956. Accordingly on 'June 29, 1955 b ... 

0, 
an Embassy officer called informally upon an official of the German Foreign ~ I 

Office (Dr. Brueckner, who heads the German delegation) to express the hope ..... 
that the negotiations would begin soon. ,The Foreign Office official ....... 
explained that the delay. was unavoidable but assured us that a meeting with (J) 
the Material Claims Conference would take place in the early part of July. I 
He reaffirmed the intention of the German Federal Government to introduc,e ().l 
the law in time to permit enactment before the end of ..the year. 0 
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July 28. 1955, 
DATE 

'jI­
SCs - ;2..J' ~ -..;1.. 

Counsel Monthly Reports 

e~t,;t~ched hereto f~r the information of the Department five 
the following reports,' 

Report, 30 June 1955; 

Statistical Internal Restitution'Report (U.S. :M:G Law 59 and 
B~rlin) asoi June 30, 1955 (witht'he following annexes: 

'and ,Estimat~J Values of Proper,ty ~estituted, (2) Distribution 
's by Nationality orR,esidence of ReS:1;itutees); 

~dti.mulative ::Jtatistic'al Report on Claims' under the Federal CompensatioJ..1 
f.;~tf~;iii!~~~,S~~~j~) l8r:theperiod of October 1, 1953 - March 31, 1955; " 

' •.;.~ ,) "I'. , I. . "': 

e'; fnimmaryreports ... "Internal ~~.tituti~~ 

Knox Lamb 
General Counsel 

.. "j"~ 

y ,G.pntro1 Report. 
1:"l!~sti tution Report. 

satton Report. ' 
summary reports. 
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TO 'lajJ'-DEl>A.BTMENT 'OF;, STATE" WASHINGTON 
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REF 95 dated/July 28, 1955 

Use Only , " 
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. " " 

Establfshment of Fed~r~.Autharitl fer the Examinatien of :Foreign 
Restitution and Resteratioh Claims ' ' 

SUBJECT: 

During"the meetinglii Lcmdonbetween ,the German 'delegation 8:nfFfereigri 
cred.:t~er":repr'esentatives, (see'Reterence 'Despatch) the' ',British inqtiirEia"U "any, 

--.. '.~ *'. 

' ...... 

stept'nad been taken to,tistablish tbe'Atitnorlt'y provided for in Chapter\'Teri"o.r I\) 
the Settlement Cenveritien.' 'The GeriDanS 'replied that this 'acticon had been taken m 
on May 5.. "In replY.to ;further queatioDS, they admitted that the only publicity I\) 
thatthia 'afu}Ounc'imenthad received was in the: Bundesgesetsblatt, 'arid'"'agi-~edto' • 
investigate the p-ol:)sibility ot giving some further publicity to the establish- 0 

,~~. ,,:.) 

.:"'~~, 

;is !~ 
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Ment of this new, .A,g~Tl.91. ,,' 
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..... Page . 1 of '. 
End No...a!l",,:-'.__ 
Deap; No. ] Sll . . . .' 
Fro~' AMEMBASSY/BONN'. . 

, 'fOt'Art~let Chapter Ten 
r.J.eme·1it, 'oi Matters Arising 

ft.','" ....,~... .'..' .• ()lcupation. 

1 . . . 

r.nj,.;N"'~IT.'.•'n' I~:oftheAnDeX to Chapter Ten'of the Con­
~t;lEIB~eJlt ,Matters .bis1ng' out 'of .the Wara,nd t~e 00­

. ,!Vte the"PretocGl' on the Termination of, ' 
:.g3cm.~.', '. . Fed.ra1\Rep~ic' otGermaaij- .' Bundesgesetllblatt 

·:"·),ineonnect.ten With Para 2 of .Art 1 of Chapt~. Ten 
~cm:v:ui'~iGJl'l, ;the Federal lutherity for the Exami~tion of, Foreign 

Rsster.tieri··.Claims,h&sbeen establishe,d ..~.• :F,~der~ Higher 
l·.tS!.1!lIi1eSC)D•.r.1.t)8!1.l081:"..C.Le) . to .. l"eceivej to censider.; ;and te,ciecil1eon . 

&PJ.Uioat,f4NlS. '. ·J"~_.t~On Under Para. 2 of Art 1 of Chapter
: the" 'C~ftntien. ' . , .' . 

. " ,:'~·Fed~&l ..i\it)l~it7 ;ie?'~~r.tbe •. ti." the ,ederal Minister 
Of.. dustice. '~It lslioc'ated'in' Bolm.· . 

• •~:} •. r" • '.';: '. ..,.~~~ .'i'.;~ :_:w, '". ; ,_' \ 
" _, '.' . . ."" . ' . .":.: ",\.," ;~r'i'·;;:;. /'~~". '. . .,.i'., :' ',,~ ,:" ,'i~"':. . 

,·);.:The,;F.ceiiu:re:~'t~c.\J?. f~ and eWl~~.J.W'l"a·";J ,·Qt.aaims based en the. 
p'r~~s;eiilf .r;.Art .1:~}Chapt!):i~.;Ten· .' .' '. m.eJ~~iDneiQ.. Convehtien,8n:d:'terthe 

. ·satfSfaction.·st::awards·baaed.'on··· ·'.~d by the pre-. 

·.·'~rJ,t~::·t.'~t,~ 
.' \ . . , .'~.,' :~~,;,;., '. 

.':'. ..;..... ' 

.. ,'" 

.' ...,r 

. '," 
, '-' 

'''''' ..' 

r -.' . 

..../. 
.: .­
,>:,' . 

'. Tn. Federal cllaneellar. . 
and FeliieralMinister tor., F.reign Affairs 

Adenauer" 

The Federal MiIiister tar Justice 
Neumayer 

·1,"-_,..;;.UN=C:.=Us:.;;;;;;·.::.::SD'::;;.,·=JE=,[)_'_~ 

R' 6 .r't 
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,:!lI~'POUCE 

'']0 .: The Department of ~tate, 
""""'. 

REF:. : 

s'd::lfJECT: Ext 
\\: .. '. Convention \ 

'.. r >. J 

,~ " 

The Ger~an ,11'0:::-e 
,pursuant to Arti,d'le 1 
aria: .Section 1 oitha Am~ex to 

.. " .",­

179 

Resti tution (Chapter.Fiveo~ 

Office :has informed' thE:; 3:mbas,s;;-" that,' 
of C11aptel; Five of tbeSettleTIlEint Convention 

that Chapter, the rederal Gcvernment . 

;~ .' '. 

r 
~ , 

'i~ 

t
;1 

'.1 .~ 
.~ 
I' 
,1 

~.. 

-has, established a Federal _t..gency for Exterllcl Restitutions • .~ _.. 

The Ger!nan name and the locution of tt:.at Ag'er.i.cy b.re: 

B~nde.~mt fu~r aeussere Restitutionen, 
6~ '1uise'l'!sh~asse ., .' . ., 
tadEo:mbcll~g v.d.H., Germany • 

EFWaldstein/ah UITCLA,SSIFIE:J ' 
,/ 

R' 6.s.-'l l q ~s- ~C{ 
ctJF/~ 
IS Ox 
F;l~ 

/
J.' . 

/ 

/"''339092'" 



PEORIA, ILLINOIS EUGENE M. PRATT 
PHONE B-881S 

We have been approaohed byolients with inquiries regarding 

We are 

fund has .been raised and· a prool~du~e 

.~---~-~--~ ---~~-

.v' 

LAW OF"F"ICES ' 

RUBELLE a. PRATT 

4S1 F'lf'1ST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

IRWIN S. RU8ELL!E " 
PHONE S-7165 '.:, 

.", "'~"; August 8, 1955 

The Honorable JOHN FOSTER DULLES,
Secretary of State, 

JDepartment of State 

Washington, D. C. . 


Dear Sir:' 


;(1( 

reparations to viotims of Nazi oonoentration camps.'


c2 (,},/I VI 
informed by them that a 

developed whereby Victims of Naziperseoution who have been 
. , 

expropriated of money and property and have suffered permanent 

,injuries in oonoentration oamps oan reoeive oompensation. 

Please ad.vise us if' this is so,through what dep~tment it is 

handled and what the prooedural rules are f'orthat typ~~of 

cla1m. 

ISR:ps 

282117 

Very truly yours,' 

RUBELLE & PRATT 

.-'~ 

R6 .s.-'t:(. 

c tJ f, t<{ 5""5"" ..-;;<l' 

g ox IO:fJ 

F:te' 2-6 ?OOL/l 
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Britishcitizerfj": 

thei Jewish 

It is in connec1iion herewith that the chang 
' 

you again would . 
'il::;! • ." ~ 

~ 
WJmlered at L*pp~~: 

Sarp:t:a~istraat for accou~of unknown':: ~ 
on a "." 

P.e.Witte 
Asst.Financia,l 

OF· 'FINANCIAL COUNSELOROFFICE 
CADt.IUh NB:THB:RFIH 

. FA/82? August 9, 195~·'~lM ll(i 
,.. ~<\"-:-'::;, / '. . ~ d .. 

IS>~*:\;;;;(~\>'Mr.StanleYD. Metzger' 	 2 ,g ;
l--":y \\Ll...1"'\ \5:i.-ssistant Legal Adviser for '". ~ ";3. t 
';:":.:7' AUG 9 1955\~:~cononiiC ,Affairs.' :':;/ '. g 
r::\ Of STInt: i.';"li'epartment of State , : J1- j) ;:;, "i --1\) I 
\3,\ u:U[:' j-:j1ASHINGTON D. C. 	 + ' ! ,0) .1 

'V";"\,,', /_", I .. ,.. ,..; h ¥;. I i-;: ,. 1\ .. 


, , " , ill. ,.'/ ,/ .' .I 'I' ,f P,•.'
i 	 .\/), «"~y. ;;v ..... 
"E~'I;:T\-(i~'-Y' Dear Mr. Metzger :. ' /' ? If /" -,;;, r;; 0 . '.' , ,. r:' 

..,; ""; "../ 	 . ,J' "~U! . O .. 
.. ....-~-~":~~--"" ./ 	 ,

With reference to Y9ur letter of August 4, 1955 and furtgef 
to myletterFA/789 of July 29, 1955,. I herewith wish to sen~r

.1. 	 to you a list of the $12,400.- securities which were indicai;.e 
as being heirless during our negotiation ,of last spring. In " 
connection herewith I must inform you, however, that inthe.m~~-,I~ 
tinie heirs have)! been found for the $ 4,000.- Chicago Milwauke 
bonds left by Bernhard Schuster and the $ 2,000.- Chicago c..o 
Milwaukee b2:S left by Aron Muller. ) 01 

The he 's of~. Schuster are: 	 en 
1. 	Nelly se:e:s'r, a British citizen, living in London N.W.3, 

14 St. Jo, s Court, Finchley Road; . 

2. 	Eugenie WO~~SOhn, nee Monachinoff, an Israelian citizen, 
living ~n ~l::salem, New Montefiore Quarter, House, "W 

3. 	Johannes Mo achinoff,. for himself and in his capacity of.' () 
guardi·an of his four children : Helene Anni, Alexander, (j) 
Lore~d, Sonja Monachinoff, Netherlands citizens, living in" . 
Amstefv(en, Randwijcklaan 25. ' ; '?' 

The .;Ieirof Aron Muller is : . ' . 
Gerson Minier, calling himself G. Mac Murray, a 
1~ving1nAmsterdam, Weesperzijde 93-II. 

The :$ 12 ,,400~- par value which should go to 
1;(estituiii'o~ Successor Organisation is therefore reduced to an 

.~___~_. amount·of $ 6,400.-. 
1 :::/~: ! of language :propqsed in my above mentioned letter is suggested. 
! ' We would appreciate it very much, therefore, ~ 
t k1:c:1, _ reconsider this~tter~ ..... ~ 

. ! /'. The, illd~cat~on"S.D.Archl.eftr a~t~r thelast~o securl.ties!TIeV_r ,o~ the l~,!3t me,ans that these securl.tl.es were 

i ,I l ~maru:"Ro~ente.a:J: & Co. 

! c-",L---4..;.- j ~ew:J:.sh owne'rs.~:: These securl.tl.es are also mentiOlied 

! ~~"l"-,-,··~ of eards:ofthe Sicherheits Dienst. Further data with respect. 


\,J,! ,I h~retoare not' avallabl;~ry truly, your~n r, JffJ;,./ 
y ~\---, l~,l;:(jJP,

',~ @ . 232100 	 '." 
, 

R6 ,(''{ _, 
c (J fIt't~5' ":? ~. 
e 0'1 IO=tt 

DECLASSIFIED 
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'DEPARTMENT OF JUSTlCE . 
OFFICE OF ALIEN-PROPERTY 

WASHINGTON 25. D.C. 

. 'Dallas S. Townsend. 
ASSistant Attorne" G ra1 

Director, O.tt:i~C.~k.ot· AI 
, ...4, :':I~~..r,~i;.q I t,· ,Ji ."" 
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'FRO¥ 

TO 

REF 

SUBJECT: 

REC'D .
c;,'" . 
-Z~ I 

F6reiirf~~nt'eres'ts in Germany 
• •• ~ j • 

516 
DESP. NO. 

••••• 
DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE ..... 

:L(;t < t {; 1/-/7;:r:f53'­

8, 1955 
DATE 

. : . . . ~ ~ 

'~The .oonversations reported in reference (1) have appar~ntlY resulted'1 
.. in adec.i'sion on the. part of the Federal Government to give at least some 

.fuitherpublioity to the establishment and procedures of the Federal Authority 
for the Examination of Foreign Restitution and Restoration Claims. There is 
enolosed ,8. summary of an announcement appearing in the Bundesanzeigerof N , 'Septfemb'er.8, 1955 (No. 173).' The Department will note that in this f'urtherm _ 
a~oun~Eiment the ~'ed~'7a~ Government has suc~e~sfu11y avoided t~e problems: N' 
wh~ch:Lt I·,foresaw· ~n g~v~ng any' furtherpubl~c~tyto. the establ~shment of • 
this: organization. Specifically, yhe announceIIient is wo'rded in stich a . 0 
way as Il:o:t t.oplacein question the termina.tion date for the filing of 0 
c1aims"- 'May' 6, 1956.- which had' previously been announced. ' ~ 

. , ..... 
Prior to the appearance of this new announcement this mor,:r:r.ing, the ~, 

FreIl:9,h and ,British Embassies had re.ceived instructions from Paris and 'lO,(O 
Londpnto make. f"urther representationato the Federal Government, requestirill' 
an ~;\!.ensi6·1l .of ,the claim filing period•. In the light of the Department' a en 
past ,~nl3t,.~ctions., and the action taken by' the Department (reference (2)) 01 
this' Embassy is not. associating Haelf with any further approaches to the (J] 
Germ.I:!::n~Q.n this subject; . 

FOR ,THE AMBASSADOR 

il~NP;JdLObenst'ine/tlt 
., ... REPORTER . • 
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,", ." .. ., -' .:' ; , '. ' . . 
' ..-""-'''.''

R.t'li:g·QI.ln:t:11.1rg, Bonn, the eeta~lfshr¥ellt 
F'~,~~!:?~~~~~~~#.;E··~' Part II, page 628~"0{May 6, 

ieations under.·,Art,iiole".l of 
., " J,"; ,', • " ..... ,;.•.. ~.' ".,~' " -t, "" L;, ,,~' ,> - ".' " '.', • 

em,en:t()f,,,,~t~e~~].A.;ri~,~g,",9:ut ()J '., 
.' . ~~.,,'~ ~,,\ . ,. 

,,',' ',.,.", . 
,I'... · , 

':. '/ ;r'~ .... ::;.;,;.:~' ..... :,:.,..,,' .",.: . ~~'.. ' .J";;:: ~:':;.f', ~~'.J.~~"i;.~·~c'", ';~;':;i!."~''':~ 

. :m~~.~,I3.rfiJL, .a~l~Il~,:i,911.is o~llti)p.tfl,c;~~!~, ~!"g~{' ;~?a:!~" 

.?J?-~d a'bPv~:7.'1~t.~~tl:, c,ol;Upet,!lint, f9i';;·:~r~'filiif~~~"'~~~.: :,:•. 
Ten.. of, the:. S'eit.tlernent, Convention. anI! that ,Art, l.,., , 

·.,9,,;p.g;~,~;ro¥~~ts~f:'~~t~~~~i~1'.., .'.,i ' 'd~' ;.:.:),'.' ,;,,'.::~' ~':'\l' 

.. :~~;~~~l:~r,~u!!!r4;~~:t~:,;it~~::~;t:~~r1tlrJI;:~, ,...... ::'".~; :..,";.., 
. ""'ojffi le'( parsCilla" oonstituted' under"(i'$rman law in whichUnltedNa.ti~ns 

J.·\~t~~o%lf7'l~;~\~o,ld;J)~~~~P~p~~i()ll~;!. ,~~,);, ..~;.~,,:j"', " " ,f 

pro-",jfdEid:t~a~ft~t:h'e8e;':nationalsil" or' the·ir'~ legal .. Ercfc·pess·ors~'w.";;,;u:hitea Na:'tions. 
n~;tio:na1.~··~';:~t·i':j);t~e· ,t~ni.:e; e·! t h,e::'d1so.~im·1nat Ql:i~lr$ail'm~nt':'·;;;'exoept~;j!in:; th e'~'i'iaajJ;e:~ 
of:j!fd~r,~p;¥~t~il;'egl!il!.~.8\f'O~GesliliC!)n~ risult,ingid"l:'em.· st~tut'Q!,ylil1herltailce orr·frc!ll~<·;:' 
t~t~~~:.r~~~~:I:'~;f'i~{~O:~t,:i~~,~ .:' .;'~ .: I;.! 'f':' :~.~ 'i' . ..t~·~:>,:~,: .,¥~ ;T;~~.:~ ~,n i" ',:: .~' c' t;':~ ~ .';' 

;:';.!~:,J~,(3,iJfaijtx;i~;,;a:re:~;i':()~,:b'EV':fliled with the Fec;leralAut~orlty, Rosenburg, . Bonn not 
late:rrtllan ~·Ma.y·6'; 1956. T~,~;,appli9~:~~ft9~.~):~~ould oontain, 

.a}'ith.e .0 
. .• :l~ega1 ' . '. 

b)rfib' . 

""".'~., ', •• " I" "''''''''~'·l:'''~J~..h~:'~~!,",,· ....-.f' 

·...and last names· .ana addre~J;1~:t,h.~o.;L1ti!ma.nti"" or of his 
or ., . :f.;·:':'·'~"~' ') '~.'I;::"'· .'··"'it' • 'i"'~",',kj.,~.~.~.: . 

. '.' ,,.' ;~~:;. l~ 

fthe disc'riminatory m'ea~u-r'e :and;:the'proper~y~.~r,ights . 
. cted thereby; . ' 

'of the ola;imant~nd, . if necessary, of his legal 
·-;th,~ .... t..im~,.o;L the discriminatory measure. 

;;':"~~;'?t,,;.,,",. :',:.1:, ~~~,:~~. ·~t, ',. ''''-!Jf~h'' 

Qp.s shou/J:5ii~.mentionIto .whom the propertl" rights 0;', 
and,who disposes of them at the time the I'lPplica't'tori;" 

~;()(Ju.nient8 which the claimant may have shoul'dbe .: 
-''';.''''.'~ in orig.lnal or certified oOPY." 

'~I;;"'O' ..',.,..:;'.i.~~ ,~:f~~<1\' ~~~:..~~...~~,~~~ ~_ '.' " 

.......-mlo..,'c"":I:on:ea,,~l;,'\j.,'~m';:~;e.nd,~flir1iher details of the procedur~be:f!ore "., 
..:~o'verneabythe Almez to Chapter T~n of .t'heiffoniTent:i:ort·; 
Ma~ters' Arising-out of the 'War and the' Occupa.tion.··· 

i J16i~~i,~kAj;.irSE"bKLr';I
:; . .;': '-;.:. ~'.j' : 
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SU~~C:FJ: PQUClf UNC:LASSIFIED 

i. 
FOREIGN SERVICE I:>ESPATCg" , 

AMEMBASSY BONN 6.61. 

TO, The Department of S:tate, Washington 

REF, 
., 
" 

SUBJECTc Office ofG:'eneral Counsel. Monthly Reports. 

There are attached hereto for the information of the Depa~ 
five oopies eaoh of tAe following reports, 

Property Control Statistical Report, 31 August 1955; 

, Monthly Sta-:t'istical Internal Rest!t~tion Report (U. S. MG Law 59 
and Western Berlin) as 
annexes, 
(2) Distrib.ution of Values by; Nationality or 

. Restituteea); 

two summary reports Internal Restitution. 

, For 

,." 
I;. . .. . : . 

t 

1/ ttl?l'
Enclosures, 

.. H'•. .?-:;4· 

.' '/.;''''''' 

of August 31, 1955 (with the following 
el) Types and Estimated Values of Property Restituted, 

Residence of I\) 
m 
I\) 
• 

.. ~ 

, 

I 
,. 

1. Property Control Report. . 
2. Internal Restitution Iieport. 

3.. Two summary reports. 


J~ Oel SS vV~ 11:it;? 

\ 
\ 
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\ 
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INTERNAL RESTITUTION STATUS 
. (11 .. S:~ .MG ~w 59) . 
as. of August 31, 1955 

I. Total 

Total 

(Individual plus JRSO Cases) 
come before the restitution authorities 196,317cases which have 

Final 	dispositionsl 45.,039amicable 	settlements ••••• '•••• :%11 ,5}5decisions 	in favor of claimants • .• ,' • 
8,577dismi·ssals • ~ • • . . • . .,. • • • • 	 oompleted

39,650wi thdraw.al s • • • • • • o. • . • • 
60,308 165,109 '84.1%JRSO 	 bulk settled • 0 •• 	0 •• • ••• 

. . . .. 	 31,20e.Cases pending ••• • •••••• 0 0 •• 0 	 0 • 0 •• 

II. 	 Cases of Individuals; against Individuals 

Totalcasea which have oome before the restitution authorities 

Final dispositions I 


amicable settlements • • • • • 29,5970 • 0 • 

5,111decisions in favor of claimants. • • • 
6,114<1i sm:i,ssals • • • .'. • • • • 0 • • • • 

\... 	 55,243
0" • • • • • • • • • ••wi thdrawals • • 14,421 95."" 

. . . . . . . . 2,72:6Cases pending:. • • • • '. • • • • • • • 
= 

III. 	 C'ases of Individuals against the Reioh 


Total oases whioh have come before the restitution authorities 25,040 

Final 	dispositionsl


amicable settlements ••• 8,133
0 • ••• •• 

decisions in favor of olaima~ts ••• , 5,656 
dismissals ••••••• , 2,3;;60 •• 0 0 0 

withdrawals, • 	 4,721 20,8460 •• 0 , • 0 • • • •• 

.'; . 

Cases pending •••••' ••••• 	 4,194
0 '. , 	 ,.' , , • •••• 

IV•.' Cases of JRSO 

Total oases which have come before the rest!tution authorities 11},,3,08 
Final qispositionsl 

amicable settlements • • • • • • 7,309'0 • 0 

decisions in favor of claimants • • • • 768 
dismissals •• 127o· 0 •• '0 ••• 0 ••• 

withdrawals~ •• , • • '.0 20,508 
JRSO bulk settled , • 60,308. 89,0200 0 , • 0 •••• 

C:ases pending ~.. .'. • • • • • .'. • • • • • . . . . . 24,288 *0 • • 

V.' Estimated Value of Property Restituted including Compensation made therefor: 

Individual ciaimants • 	 DM 870,680,5800 • 0 	 • 0 • • 0 • • • 0" • 

JRS:O •••• 	 DM 29,812,73500 0 ••• 0 •• 0 ••••••• 

JRSO receipts on account of bulk settlements. ' ••. DM 43,609,153, 

Total DM. 944,102,468 

VI. 	 Estimated Value of JUdgments and Awards against the Reich 

'ba)' DM • , •••• o. 7,357 cases •• , • DM. 62,401,3450 , 

) RM (DM value expressed in' 
non-convertible RM) • , 2,516 case!,! • • ,. RM 88.,409,913' 

c ) RM. (1011) ••••••• ~', 3,9'16 oases •••• RM 101,500,949 

* Including 23,810 claims against the Reich. 

R6 .s-~ 	 999103.;t Y '.' ,," 
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Internal Restitution status in Western Berlin 

·as of, August 31i 1955 
,, 

I. Total (Individual plus Successor Organizations) 

Total cases whioh have come before the restitution authorities 137,967 
Final dispositionsl 


amic.able settlements •••••••••• 6,528 

decisions in favor of claimants • • .'. 6,791 . 
 %dismissals. • .. • • • • • • . • . •. 2;5:,760 

completedwithdXawals • ~. • • • • • 50,490 
referrals to authorities of Fed Rep •• 3),255 92,824 67.?ifo 

Cases .pen~ing. • • • • • • • • • • . .' • • 	 45,14} 

II. a'ases of Individuals against Individuals 

T.otal cases which have oome before the restitution authorities 37,607. ,. 
Final dispositionsl 


amicable settlements .'. • • • • • •• 5,235 

decisions in favor of olaimants • • •• 4,424 

dis'm:i ssals • • • • • •.• • • • • • • • 12,924 

:1 withdrawals • •• • •• • • • • • • •• 5,92.2
:J referrals to authorities of FedRep. 514. 29,019
'1 

C·ases pending • • • '. • • • • • •.• • • • • . . . . . 8,588
:i 

~ III.' . C.ases of Individuals 'against the Reich 
~ 	 ­

Total cases' which have oome .before. t,he restitution authorities,1 	 39,170
Final dispositionsl 


amioable settlements·••••.•••• 112 

deoisions .,in favor of olaimants .••• 1,3)21

dismissals '•.... '... - ...' .... 12,654 


. withdrawals·. • • . • • •.• • ~ • • • • 1,595
referrals to authorities of FedRel? 1,047 . 22,789 

a ase s pendi:ng. • • • • • • • • • •. • • .' . . . • >. . . . . 16;981 .. 

IV. Cases of Successor Organizations 

Total ,oases' which have oome before, the resti tution authoritie~, 60,590
Final disposi tionss 


amioable settlements'. • • • • • • •• 1,12.1 

decisions in favor of olaimants •• " 1,046 

dismissals • • .•. : .' • • • .'. • • • •• . 182 

withdrawals ••••••••••.••• 36,973.' 

referrals to ~uthorities of FedRep . 1,694 
 41,016 67.7% 

Cases pendin.,g • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19,574 *) 

V. Estimated Value of Property Restituted including Compensation made thereforl 

Individual claimants •• \••••••••••••• DM 268,199,405 
s'uccessor Organizations ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • DM 10,732,081 

Total :oM 278,931,486 

VI. 	 Estimated Value of Jud ents and Awards a ainst the Reich 

"Individual,. plus S,uccessor ()rgan~zations 


DM • • .. "'. e' ". • • .. •. 1,051 Cases• • 	 • • llMi 5, 3i65, 1,75BMJ(llMivalue .expressed itt 
non-convertible RM) . . 8 oases •• • • 1m' 2;4,761c) EM' (1011) ••.••• 478 cases •• • • RM. 4,601,135 

*) Including 11,141 claims. against the Reich.' 

.~.--.'----------
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a:A~"9,J!:'~8"~~f;the:;,¥ve<!~~~f3.1,,q;omp'ensEl. tiop,L,aw ,has "been ,accomp~ished 
,,~)t;t :i;~;tf.~~ J,,~w,,- :rand ;;.~E+,~i:p.es' it the Annextp. ~4e ,'!Third Amendment 

',' , 'ti;~q~.;I.~,w'i,IaPds.tat.,ing ;In .the, fUl1~mdl,Q,en~ ,th[i:tthe law 
, . ¢iVi~X,s;io,lbr,~sse.t,fqr;th itl the, Annex,••. ~his, somewhat }lnusual 

:e:I..L;'4l!<:!oIIL,,",l!j'tS~,sl,~~iv~,d)ractice. has",been f'ol,l.9w~d be9aus(3 of the 
" , the;, ainendmen t. 
, '.v' ""J~!'-' " , •. ;: "'" " 

", :~;{;t ~.: ," ~~:~. '~. ' ..' .: 
Ba.,;g~,g.;'·"'i,;;;,,~,:,~\x~~,st!ipg conipensation legislation, the draft ·ani·endmen t 

of .substantial improvements and in some instances clearly 
cope 'of the obligation undertaken by the Federal Republic in 

the Settlement Convention and Protocol No. lof th~ German­
",*,~,~,~:,,..,_:,,,-. •. lmprovemepts of..partic}llar importance area Former 

,E~stern', ,terri'tories wi thin the boundaries of the German 
L.I!~'~~I:IU.'f'~,I,·":"':"·""':;~ ,3'1, '1937 are eligible for,compensati,oIl unle~s they are 

~r.,I;'~tories with whose governments, the Fede,ral .Repu;t>lio does 
L'"~')V,,<;j,r''''''''''''l:;',';L'.''''''C",''',''' ip r.~.latioris;compens,ation cl,(3.;tms "are freel;y in,heritable; 

"}l::av~ "g.enerally been,incre,ased; the limit§l.tipnof compensation 
..I:,t::""c.J..o;;s",(i~cluding·Reich Flight. Tax) by a maximum amount has been 

, . 
shows to what extent the amendment me"ets the Allied 

:i,n the letter to the C;hancellor of December 11, 

.]t:~,;.1"';~~;~:~;~"'"'i ' .' ~:. -, " . 

~i,:~;;J:r~Jc;~:,8,rdj;,ngr "to' ,pur ,est:i,mate,s the total "obligation of the l<:ederal Republic 
under"J;a..,c;Qmpensation program based" on the amended law is DM 6.5 to 7 billion,

' '':'' ;r. 1::"r,,,I"~ - ~\;t;I:'1""'J. .,<-", ,"':,: ~,~ -; . .' . 

i.e 0 DM 2.3 billion in addi tion to the estimated cost' of the present legis­
1 a;f;;~~~!~rib;:;;'~' ,,;,'"#< 

o;~,~~t7~,' f' ,iii ,";~: " 1 .,. , 

.""~"., g in..tp. aC,c.ount the estimatedoost of. the "proposed draft amend men t ". 
P,~t\i;sz:,p,~Y,'riieiIt~§!~~u:ride,r" cer'tain ancill,ary laws. (:vi~,. compensation laws for " 
""';i' "~"'t"C""""~';'l1$s~' .al1;( ).;~ws cove,ring ,sooiai :i~sural1qe,: losses), ~ t appears that 
t. " , ~:X;:p.epd,:i,,:tur~s fr9m publ,ic funds for "the "redress o~ Nazi wrongs 

. Wt}'l,::~~JIp:.r,l~~~~~te:' .the;, follC)'Wing:" . ' " 
':cJ~~ . ,~'';~'''~'C'/.;~.:;!\'r,~,.;.. ,<' .,'. ", ",' . '.', ' 

, ~;,,·(:*;)~:,~:p;ayme·!lt.s .by the, LaEmdl;;r prior to the 
!~ .",-'., """'. +t- .t',; ~~;", ~.'~" ,,""" . '" '.' . "" ','

'; " " .C.!il~i.!1'g "into force Of the .F,ederal 
·;'-'Comp'sIu3ation.Law (BEG) .;'. 

" .,.;"l$),~~; i'~~e~:t.t ~ ~rde;r, th'e,. r,~~j.·sed BEG 

".·;.'i,r3:)~:I'" pi~~ii:rs: ~nder'~ribill~ry raws 
ii.' ~~, 1 1;:, 11 l> <.",::1;, t{o.~. ' t' .'. '...,., ".' .l,. • • 

'1 billio;n 

6~5 to 7 billion 

,),1; bJll~on 

:;":'b~,,;:(~·t1;~F~~im~iti ,Und.~;. ~he;'Re1ch~ .;'Jah'il.ity Lew 
, • t. 't' .. ,~' \ ~ I".,. ,'":­ ;",:;', x5')':. f~~y~erl~s ~nd~rthe; ,Israel Agreem~nt 

" .. 

Tptal 
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Our general and preliminary appraisal of the ,d'";aft,{ii".that it represents 
, a ma'rked im·provemen t over the, present law. The cp(~[,Si:;t'~q.',~~¢'(\~ea;tu're ..<isthe 

~ pro:ish~m whic~makes former ::eside~ts of the Easlr:~fif!l'~~.ris of Germ~ny un~er 
~ S:ov~et and Pol~sh administratl.on el~gible for9,9,!1l~:p.~n:sai'tl9P,:~,\When vlewed ~n 
! the ,'light of the established policy of the Depar'tmeilt or en'c·o~.raging a' 
1 program that will provide the greatest measure of assistance t'o persecutees 
,~ as a whple, ,;i;jl~s"'feature may be regarded as a sigriificantcontribution in
f :~~S2j;~5ti~r,r{~ilYe of thatp6licy. The additional sum of' DM 2 ~ 3' billion 
,~requi~ed to meet increased penefi ts und' satisfy new claimants represents a 
i,',: 4~%"i,:~~~~,~e~,;;p;YJ~"r'Y~;~I;>,rnt estimate~ in the 8mountof ai~ tha~ will be firovided. 
R' Tne:, , ',~ a130 almed at overcom~ng the unwholesome Sltuat~on created by 
~ the am'J: strative authori t,ies and the c.ourta which pursued a policy of 
j restr,ictiveinterpretation of the lew. In addition to the improvements noted 
I above the draft contains a number of provisions designed to make it easier 
1 for tIle persecutee to establish his claim. 

~:i'l~)~J:~~.~J:telprLe!s:ent~tives of the Conference on Jewish Ma ter,:i"~l Claims, agains t 
Gerirrany presented their views to the committee durin "the negotiations on 
~~~e;,dJ'af~t." T)1~X.. h.~.:ve:~infi'2fmally advised' us that t ey consider the draft 
~n'i1[prav~'lli'errt~"ov~f:··'t'l1e tfesent law and generall· satisftictory although 'the, 
Go,nference will wish to appear before the Bund tag committee when hearings 
on'~he draft are held. One problem whiChth%,Conference intends to discuss 
t.J1si~~thfcf,t~:ir~aj:sed in Departlllent I s instruction A-361 of October 11, 1955 on which 

, we rep.oi-ted' separately (Embassy despatch 876 October 27, 1955).' It may
alsoIw,.~Sh..:;tO."o:ommen,it;..~on ~.'r,t:±,c:Q;e',lOO of th: piesent Law ~see att.a~hed annex) 
altho,u'gh It has not ~ndica:t:e.;d·strong feellng ,on,the po~nt at th~s stage.

" C~i~ ~ . . " .'. _'.: ':,~ }: .,' . . 
. 'llithrespect to the comparative study shown in, the annex, it should be 

, 6bserved that not all of the earlier obj ections of the Allied High Commiss ion 
a'r-emet,; , 'Articles 7 and 24, which raised substantive, issues are, in our 

'"iew ,aatisfactorilysolved by the draft. The draft introducesimpr.Qvements 
irtArticlel;!' 1 and' 76 'but falls short of meeting Allied ' criticisms. The 
reason:\sfJ.ven us' informally by the German author! ties for leaving ,Article 100 
ll;llcnan-gedis 'th:atno practical purpose is served in making the shorter 
.per·±Od'~availabl:'e to all. 1J.1he ,Germans do. not plan 'to, expand the court 
structure :to liandleclaims. They wish.to avoid a logjam in court calendars 

, which' ~11 slowcour~ ~rocedur~r.;~~.:~•. ;t\1.~'~~~.sfi\~~~"lays. The large number of 
.new cla~mants' nowel~glble would s~e"t-'Ve' t'ol'''aggravate the situation. The 
C:onference recognizes merit in the German argument and believes that the 
interests of 'claimants, are better served" hy encouraging the Germans to 
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a,d,ministra five agencies 
1 i .." • .• "'d'· "t"" ." 1 . thass'"" exp.e:. 'Ji~)UO.us y W~ . 

",•• 

, 

inthe 
and 
pe t1 ti ona • 

'. 

::~h.~?Tlle G~0ii\f.e:fe.tic'e [\a'liJJew$'sll' '::.Material ~~(Ua:l!mS,,..will,i:iIIieet)in:;:the' early ..part.of 
Nov.aihlYer \:to .?CN3,O'j,;(ila· ifbj' 0'f;:r:i!tCiG&-il>'posi tion:!;lregB'~din'g:theftdra:ft:·amen:dmen t • 
.Tlli!s~lt~it'!iP1~1o'e.·"6Bmfiiufii'o'tEifd,,,·t5' the Department3.w·h:en tlI'r,e.eei ved. 
repdr:t'~d!:e;;e:l!'6'pmf)iilf~'~arisf;ng\:~oti;t~of 

'~·!'i11~~··:t~ -t:h b$ aPi4.e" ,:;:....i.:tl"~ '\ ::) ;.~ :~ :?.~ .-"'.~:. 
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li:llapter Four does not restriot 
olaims by persons who were per­
seouted on aooount of their 
politioal oonviotions, to oases 
where those~oonvioti6ns were 
direoted against National 
Socialism. 

." 
t:· . ',' 

." ::"\':'JI; 

'''." '; ,~. ,': ;', ,...... 

", " 

" : ,'t; 

'i" 

I,' . J' 

(b) Artiole 7, 

This artiole, nO.twi thstanding 
Article21(3), rigidly excludes 
many claims which might have 
,been, but were.not, .made un4er 
the Restitution Laws. There is 
no such limitation under the 
Compensation Law in'force in 
the United states Z:Gne. 

Annex to 
Desp.No.872 ' 
froml,' .L'rEMBASSY. BoNN 

FederalC6~~en6ati8n Law C~s amended) 

. Al th.o\j.gh ,AX.ticl ~" 1 has beep.·· reworded' an,.,!i 
in some' re,s,pects, is' generally mpre .,. 
favo:r'abl,e/ tl1is 'speoific restriction 
has b,een retained. The respeotive clause 
d~.es,,~91"( rea,d,1 " 

':".. -'­ . ",' \. ; ;, . :' ' " ", . 

, "AnypersPfl wh.o w~s pers~cuted;.J?z 
. ,reason ofhis~ Eolitioal 0EPosi tion' 

againstNatlonal Sooialism ••• tI 

(instead of "because .2i. his political 
conviction direoted against National 

.. Socialism). " 

However, inA;ticle 76, para.l the 
following underlined words have been addedl 

"Persons who were persecuted under the 
National Sooialist ,Regime by reason 

. of nationality .2£. ~ adherents l2. .!. . 
" Nationalresistenoe movement ••• 11 

As the Allied object'ion was particularly 
raised in favor of national persecutees 
who' often could not prove the"direotion" 
of theirpoli tical convictions', but not, 
in" favor of members of other .German 
Fash±s:torganization;s .'(pers.e.cuted merely 
as oompetitioners) who~ the Federal 
Governme"irt prima.rily intended to exclude>, 
by tJ~e ,objec'tionablewords, :the amend­ " 
mentof Artiole 76 would appear to meet 
Allied requirelllen ts:­

.:; 

Article 7 has"been retained in substanoe 
and is now Article 3 of 'the new law 
(wording revi,~i~d). •'Claims adversely 
affected,by Article. 7 were thos~ where 
the "Iitlyment< of . a '.$ pe,cial levy '"was.: made by 
delivery of identifiable property and 
al te'rnatlv~ly;ga.ve'.rise.. ,t'o a. restitutibn:: 
claip1u;nder,~!ilitar.y; Govern¥l~nt legis­
lation. In regard of these claims .the 
amendment 'provides in Article 23, para.4& 
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"The persecutee shall be entitled to 
compensation pursuant to paragraphs 1 
and 2 also if the special levy was, 
in whole or in part, paid by delivery 
of. "pr,Qpel"~ywhichas s.u:ch is. subject 
to restitution." 

i. 

.' . '. 
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It would thus appear that the cause for 
Allied objection against Article 7 has. 
virtually been, removed by Article 23, 
paragraph 4 of the amendment'. 

Cc) Article.24 

This article sets a total limit: The, objection has been met by limiting 
ofDM 75,,000 on claims which, the ceiling to the extent provided in ' 

'und,er the Compensation Laws in the former U.S~ Zone Laander Laws. 
force intlJ.e United States Zone, 
are subject to two separate limits 
of that amount, makingDM 150,000 
in all. 

(d) AT,tiele. 16, Under the new Article 76 national perse~ 
cutees still will re6ei~e smaller bene­

This article provides that persons fits than other persecutees.However,
who weere persecuted on grounds of . there is a substantial improvement of 
na,tionality will receive con­ the benefits for national p~rsecutees 
s±d,era"b,ly smaller benefits for as the following comparison will show. 
similar damages (compare Article 

. 15)' than persons who were perse-' Benefits under present Article 76: . 
c"iltedon the grounds enumerated 
1h' thaf·irs t sentence o:f Minimum incapaci tati,on required:' 50% 
Art'iclel. Indeed, some of :the 

Annuities for incapacitation ofbenef',its provided for' the latter 
perpo:ns.,'by Article 15 are not DM ,10050% 
available at all to national 60% DM 12.0 


, per.s~cutees. 
 70~~ DM'140 
80% DM 160 
90% DM 180 

'100% . DM 200 

Benefi ts under new Article' 76= 

Minimum incapacitation ,required: 25~ 

Annuities.for incapacitation of 

25 to 49% ' DM 100 
l: 

" 
' 
,50 to 59% DM 12.0 

6.0 to 691t DM 14.0 
7.0 to 79% .DM 160 
80% and 

DM 20.0more 
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is ar~$:c:lE{):s1im1ted to, persons 
, ar,e)'~over':b6or,}inca:paci tated. 

'" " ' ei>fs~O,,!=i,qu~v~a;;t,E!njlimi t,ation 
,U~9-~.~,:;'~he·f'CQm'pe~~ati'o:h Law's ,in:: ' 

, :'hf,orc~'Jii{tii'e Urtfted States Zone. 
"'::rfler~:;is\: i,q:'sd';:i~;,'q~~ge,; ~n .the 

:p'~r',i6a: .~d~r9}l~~r: for 'a.ppeal,~ 
. ,., ').;'1 ,' .. , 

~":" 

. , )~' 

.'. ~' 
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Article 24, paragraph I of the <BEG p::r;:9y:~de.~\. ~.hat the total amount 
of compensation to be paid to the individual cLaimant for damage to 
property by acts of vandalism,. and cert~i~ 'iina:n~'ia:'i losses, such as, 
transf,er losses and boycott daml3.ge, ahall not exceed DIid 75,000. 
Article 24, paragraph 2, sentence 1 states that "the ceiling of para­
graph I shall not apply to claims filed by successor organizations". 

• 
o 
o 

The recent draft amendment of the' BEG (which is reported separately) ~ 
retains the ceiling of DM 7.5 ,000 for individual claimants. In respect' ..... 
of suc,cessor organizations the amendment. provides that the ceiling shall ....... 
applliy, t,o claims which a. successor organization has acquired from one ..... 
indiv'i·dualclaimant. It is this provision which Mr. Ferencz has found 0 
objectionable in his letter to Dr. Schaeffer. I 

, ' 

I,. 
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I\) 
'rhe reasons' for' the ChaI1ge of Article' 24 adduced, by the F~deral 

Government in the tI]egruendung" to the recent draft ameridment are as 
follows: The prasentversionis ambiguous. It is not clear whether / 
the ceiling of DM 75,000 applies to each individual claim held by ai' 
successor organization or to the totality of claims which it has 
acquired. The provision in the draft amendment applies the ceilin~ ~ ~;: 
to a succes'sor'organi'zation to the exten~ it would have applied ~o its~ ».~ 
predecessor in interest, i.e. to individual claimants separately, n thS] ~~ 
ground that it would not be equitable that a successor organization, ~ ~ 

should acquire a better claim than the original claimant to whom it \, " ",,,.t ~ 
ha',s succeeded. <,.. 

__~k1 

_ 

·-"·~ __ .n 

In terms of practical values the prov~s~on meanS that where JRSO. 
holds claims, f,,~r the .~estruction. of a 1.J!:~"B~~? tiPI"IlIiiffag0!5ues Whi~h 
formerly all b,eb::mg,~d, }tp :'on;,~ 'Jerw~sh commun~ttiY" as 'lsthe case ~n, 
'Hamburg", it cOUld, reoover only':OM 75,000. ' .} , 

A repreii'eil ~;~~,i~e o;:;tr"j,t{';e ~Cpnfe:r;:hllc!ilJlon~J e,~sf£l ~Jterial Claimb, 
with whom we' h~~~ di~cus~ed this mattet, has indicated that the 

"K;
J1jlf',', 
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Pa;ge 2,>,
',"', "" '" ' Des~,.No ~ ,~\~~'~ 

From: ,~ A:MEMl5i" 
: ',' ' '", 

",,' ",' ~ 

po'ssibility exists that the objectionable restr~ction may beel!iminate,d by 
t'i:i~ Law c:orimi t't~e!J\,o~jil'f.h~ 'l3tlnde'st''lig Wh!ehf..6i,t~oJOnsidered thea'raf;;t amend~ent. 
Th,e Coilference will keep:,lthe Embassy informed of further dev.elopments~'
:&1\;:/ ~;;'t~ 1:' ~;; , t1 ;" ..';:,f'l\,: f:f'~' t(l'ir~';f>:r 11 ' l.::t'Si" i,' " 
• Weiv'appre?iate the\{o'o~o;;ernAOf~""}llJ!', QJ2,nfe.tel!C!vin this matter and, will 
follow the ,pro;:t>lem olosely. The question of wh'ether the Embassy should 

.f:!r.I!i;." 'r\~,.....,-:ti1 ~ t'".., tJ. '1< !>'- ',. ' ~,~ ,'" ." ~ +,,,. ,4'M:'- r~" ,,... ~, ~ .. ;. ..'.~ ,', '" " >ii' " "'''" •J, ,,'. ,j ',',,,.' • •rla:PJ?To'a:c'h t'he""Fe'deraa~GoveTnment'j'w~:t:h"tne1',vl!;1ew\!:"of~;;:supporting the p0131 han 
of the Conference should, in our view, be reserve'd for oonsideration at 
a later stage. 

'~\f;J:~ \\:' ~"t.,1 I',t~;. ~~I.rJ·i' ~';: ,~~ '~,{: \.:'( .~. :'!J 
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That this' Q()vermnent' has noted' with interest the 
,,::,~ t·p:t:o~sed,.~~~n,jt,: to, ,tbe~:redElral C()m~~a,ti()n.Law' 
,."and.J;i6,.. :~at~fied ~see that 1t',con1:4inB a,number of.: 
': ,/..~provem~.nta.,: ' . ' 

"?~'>:' . ~ :',.,: ,. 	 " , '~i:",'" . '" '.' , 

we nota, however, that the amendment also contains 
provision which would make the 75,000 DM limitation 

on in4ividual Claims app1iaable to,8ucoessor organizations. 

That if this 'provision were adopted, it is our understand­
ing that it would preclude, for example, theJRSO from re­
covering Ulore' than DM 75;ooO'.in, cases wherelft~;'~holdsclaims 
.for 'the destruc.tion·of a number of, synagogues which former~ 
all belonged to one Jewish cemmunityo' This would be centrary , 
to previous practice and to the provisions of para 2 (b) of 
Chapter 4' of the Bonn' Conventions which etatas that legisla.tion 
shall be enacted providing for compeneation no less favorable' 

. than 'that afforded in the U.S. Zone of oocupaiiono 

4" 	 That in view of this s1tuat10n, this. Government hopes' 
that the, Federal Republic will be able to have this 
provision eliminated before passage of the amendment " 
by, the Bundestag. 

The JRSOrepre~entatives also called the attention of the Department 
to the,!'tat'lls of DP!,s under the proposad amendment. They pointed out , " 
that.DP's,who qualify as persecutees receive compensation only for time 
of incar,ceration, for loss of life or limb, etc., b~t no compensation 
fQr' economic loss as is the case with other groups. They further 
pointed'out that the proposed amendment does not alter thissit~tion 
and that their representations in this respect have so far been of no 
avail. They have, therefore" requested ~e Department to a.pproach the 
Federa.l Repp.blicon thi~ subject ,as well•. The Department i~.:inc1ined 
to go,~~~ng w:tl?h. this:,I'!Iq~e,.st and sugges ts ' that the Embassy might' 

: 1nclu~:{a.:ir,~;:~re~ce to this',s'!i1bject in tIleLIloteoutlined above•. In 
·th±sq,~t:)c::~f9P.,·;:it e,hould .'be pointed Ollt that the Allied High Commission 

.	f~~~~~}r~;~l~~:~r:to,;qllaIlaellorAdenauer on this samesubj,eat ,in 
Dt\l,qe~b,~~:·9i?i\;;f~~~'.; ~:,<ilrav.r.tng this mat,ter to the attention of.,t,he 
Fegera']..i\aepubW~,· it'::il3, su!gg~stedtha1i reference, be made ,to ,the'AHe , 
letter,of.:.Deo8Dlber'1953a.ndrthat, a statement be inoluded in the note 
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, 	 , " r~".,	 to the f3ff~:C,~i:;,,lt9~Y\!~;,;,,c~:m;#.<iElr,.:the mo~n~;d~RP,t;)x:t~~('~,~(?"r: f3~:rtify ,:the

i
!' . situat~gn.:;':iiil!.h~D,..CJte~,§.b,9.~d;~~!~~tt!~9~ ~~e Federal Republic that we 

are now studying, the proposed amendment, and should we have any 
further observations we Will commWlicatefurthe,rwith themo 
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At its meet'ing on November 11, 1955 the Bundesrat adopted a 
resolution stating that in prinatple. there. were noo,bjeotions to 
governmen t draft, of the Third Amendm.en t to the Federal Compeneatii. 
Law but that a nUmber of modifications should be reoommended. 

,.' . 

The 'modifications recommended are of a. substantive and teohnical 
charaoter and cover approxiaately·seventypoints.ln some instances 
the position ot .persecutees is improved. On the other hand one of'<th;e 
amendments' wO.uld exolude former residents of the Eastern areas of .. " 
Germany_ '. In two other instances. the amendments would:""l) reduoe· the 
maximum oompensation.for damage to property to n1l lOO,COO, and (2) 
delet.a the words tlor as aQ.herents toa Nationalresistenoe movementU 

'. 

in the first,sentenoe of paragraph 1 of Article ?:'.of the ·draft. .Ee.4li. 
ofthes.e 'last mentioned amendments affeot the problem's disoussed. UrlQ:~:r' . 
(0) and (a) respeotively' of the Annex to AGSEC:(53)I022.. '. •.... L 

" . '. '., ..'''~ A;~r>; .~,,:' .. .. , . 
The . extef!t~~"'which ,the Federal Government may be.' disposed to' 

aooept the Blindesrat proposals cannot be predicted at this time. The 
Embassy 'has b~El:rli.~f...ormed unofficially that the. d'raft. is presently .. 
being r~conside~~9- '!?y the Federal Ministry of Finanoe in the light 
the suggested ohanges., It would appear that'the great number of 
Bundesrat proposal:a. could result,. in a oonsid,erable delay in the' 
ment of the draft into law. ..,.--'...., 
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The Federal Agency for Externa1 Restitutions has submitted its first Ci~- ¥ 

report pursuant to paragraph 5 of Article 1 of Chapter Five of the Settlement 
Convention. . The report covers the period beginning ,wi th the, estab,;6UUlmiM1!:1P' 
of that Agenoy and ending November 5 , 1955. The 'report sets forth' 

No claims were reoeived under Ar:ticle 1 or 2 of Chapter Five 
pl.·operty) • 

, . 12~3 applications for compensation under Article 4 of Chapter Five 
c'ultural property) were received. A breakdown according to cla.imant 
is'8.s follows: 

:Belgium 119 

France 38 ~ 

Greece 78 m~ 

Italy 184 ('0 
.... 
Yugoslavia 6 ~ Netherlands 55 ('0

' po ,Norway '9 
Austria 8 
Poland 1 
Czechoslovakia 41 
Rus'sia 10 
Hungary 684 

Total 123} 

, 'Of these 1233 applications, 53 were received by transfers from 
'''Am~r,i~~n,,, :Brttii~P and French Embassies made pursuant to paragraph 3 
Arti'cl'e 4. 1" ~reakdown of these 53 applioations is as follows: 

1 for AU,.stria from the American Embassy 
1 for poland from the American Embassy 

37 for Czechoslovakia, of whioh ~5 from the li'renbh 
Embassy and one each from the American and British 
Embassi e s ' ­

10 for R1;l,ssia., from the British Embassy . . 
4 ;fbr Hungary of which one from the ,British Embaesy . 

and 3 from the American Embl.lSBY'. . 
Total 53 
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under Article 8 of' 
for compensaticm" including , tion forl3;!?on~nQ;~, , .1,,"ed.,4~l9:l::~iU,oII1p,Eln~:/,; 
sation Law follows the U.8. Zone Laender lawsiri thisi As a 1I'm:'r.T~'"I:' 
the principle of full eligibility-has only theoretical significance sineemostdis­
placed persons do, not ~et the general reqlirement that aamage to economic prospects 
had to oceur within the territory of the former Reich as, it,ex1sted on December 31" 
1931.. " , " , 

However, the Federal,Compensation Law a1soprovide~compensation for an 
, entirely" new, group of displaced persons. Tbese'areth'e' "stateless persons and 
political refugees" referred to in Article 11 who do not meet residence recpirements. 
We understand the Department t s 'observations ,in reference (1) to apply to displaced 
persons ,in this group. It is true,as the Department states" that they are not 
.fuJJ.Y:,,,~ligible and cannot claim compensation for economic loss~ On the other hand 
the' U.S. Zone Laender laws did not provide for them at all, and it would follow from 
this that the Fe~~ralRepublichas undertaken no obligation with respect to them in 
Chapte~'F~ur'otth~Settlement COlJ,vention. The particular aspect of the problem 

, of diSplaced persons tobich was ,discussed in the letter of the Allied High Com­
'mission of December II, 1953' (AGSi!C(53)1022) concerned the first above-mentioned 
group. We doubt" therefore, that it would be proper to bring the new group into 
our discussion with the Federal Government of its contractual obligation toward 
the other,~ 

It should be noted that the explanation for the inclusion of Article 71 is 
in paragraph 14 of Proto,col No., 1 of the German-Israel Agreement. This proviSion 
does' not require the Federal Republic to provide compensation to this group for 
economic loss. Our information regarding the negotiating histor,y of the provision 
indicate~:'t,hat the question was raised and was taken into aecount in arriving at the 
bulk settlement figure ,0fDM 3.5 billion :to Israel. We have discussed this point 
with a representative of the Conference on Jewish ,Material Claims Ag~nst Germany 
who agrees' that the omission :hn the draft amendmeht of a provision on economic loss' 
is not in violation of Protocol No.1. '(We mahto remark that some representatives 
of the ,Conference feel that they are, in a weakposition in arguing with the Ge:rmans 
for compensation for economic 10s6 in view of the background of this proviSion of 
the Protocol.) , 

:rn;iew of the above it 'Would appear that our p~sitionsh~u1dbe one of urging 
the Germ.ail Federal Govar~nt to give practical expression of its moral obligation 
toward these perseeutees..'We are prepared to cover this present problem in the 

~I "1 ' 

fortheomingdiscussion with the German Federal Government., We feel that the 

corisiderations mentioned· regarding the' sending' of a note on the question of the 

limitation of,DM 15,cnJ apply also in this instance. 


Recommendation. In light ofo" 'the aboV~ it appears to us that both problems 

are mattersaf new substance, and should not be mingled with other problemS on 
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Federal Comp!';lnsation Law 

/:~ii.~:,J:c;g1uary 11, 1956, Mr. Benjamin B. Ferencz,Director of the 
te:Rr:'"'s'en'ta'tiveof the Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany, met ,:wi

"" .f'-.~j"'·rti· "":';\:"i.,'" " ' . " .' : ,... ' _,' , 

,~.e,,,,,Iis>Qf')'the Embassy:' to discuss the draft amendment tol the Federal Compensation·
·J1.fiwr: 

~Mr •. Ferep.cz stated that representati-ies of the. Conference had metinunoffic 
session with leading' members of the Comoensation .COJll!.llftteeof the Bundestag
Janiiary ·~7.-0. The Co¢?e~ence took occasi1n, to' eXpres~:;:~~t§ concern over ~he 
l-'v .... +!~~'"':~':'.~ taken by the' Chairman of the Ci>mni.ittee "r,egaridi·rig . the '.', . .. 

.,"" ....,~,,·) ..,.'of thedraftiaw concerning (1) the appii.cation;:o.fF~:theDM· 5;;000 J.::l.I,.fU.-.:J;J,a,'V];(?IJ;'i.ltIii. 

.!~"1,.'~"'·'5·"" tpprop~rtt to successor organizat~on8,,:, and:(,?')"the level ·of compa" • 
Q,I:I,t:I.,V~~':J..I:I~S persons <andref'ugees ,mentioned in1~fe~~hC!e,(D). . . 

;..:'...., ....l.. •....:. ' •. ·• .••·.¥>e ';~~llt:~~i~;!l:ft~~~:z~!~}t~{~.~:p~~~~~~C~ts .•. 
r the reason thatth8 drati5;'I'lai( is ]f~ssfav@rable'th '. 
,The ;rationale is. of a.t~chrii¢d 'l'egaJ:fui:jtur~~"':and.· 'is: ..... . 

belOw•. The' Chairman of the BUndestag C@mm1ttee argued ,that 
.t,he::}rLmitation to successor orgard.za't:ions would 'raise, -:',._',-;.".__,.. 

.I~.J.""IJ'" b'ec~use'tradeunions also held c1:a1tms'assuccessors:tc,' 
'. ':~r~;,Su:ppressed under National. Soc'ia:;I.ism.>T~~$e' C1~ilns,,' 

"'''':!:''':.I. ',:;tn~e satisfact·ion of whic;.h ,wollld be bey.ond>wh~t ;the 
, ." :al eapabil,itie sunder r:lli.'e . ,.' 'The"G6rMd 

.' 9.ndors~' an ':exemptiorL:£6:r'::' sucos1:!lSO'r o:rgla.nj"zB,tlon:B"/lltj]:.h:~ 
lao,,",: ......·:.!"""· trea.tment to trade unions . 0' .' ' . . ~ ", . 
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·7,:;~lr~ffp~~i@~~~~j~~;;'q~S~~;:6$~~~~;B'~gZ!;.>!O~~t~;et::' ~~i:"t';
"'J,<,reslli];t;,;1:h"any'pra'Otical,benefit;tocla:i:mants<sElema:"doubtful.
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," ':;With·resp'€lct>to+<:fompensatfonc f6r 'economiC":lossesof, stateless persons and 
';, '1 1 "0,,, ~ •• ': ,",' ,.... " <,:t~ ',)I;:J,' "l" ,-' ", ":'(:,"', ,<,,:.1,:' _.,j·~t_, i"',," '.',:,,'-, ..,T" ,,,,'" ", 'j,'iI-" ,., 

, r~~geea.; .We/bs];ieye,: .Elti:th:!=l"pt'9P'9sd,:~of;~~th~~Yl1gteriaJ:'~latms Conference for a 
~"' ,'" ,,' .• ~ ''I''. ',", ~ ," ~. ,,!,~, . -,\,"'_' ,:' "->.,,~,.!, ':'-', ,i"~ ~+tt(;1{":' r'·<"~~';;'·' \':_'.\,"; ."~' 0' :'; . " . 

,"" , 

'ltii!lJ,!!,"s:i:u~/pa'Yme,irr-:',(i!i,9 " ,~'''fi1+PEC?~~l9:d, ,~!the"ifprtl:lco~llg" discUssions' with the 
L, .",1-"'.,1".' "':*', ' h':, "y' ,>";',,~. '"", _"....... '"4 "_' ,f."}>"""{~ ',.'\" :' ;' ._', •... '" "It; ',. ." '.' .German Fiederal!! ,'GoV'.errifuent"~ba's'edi,, onJt . r ;riciples',unde:rlying our general dis­

ClJ.S~i6k,6:t' thfQ~ quel£iql;i.j'~ll ,f~f~r~nce:'tri)';i"';/ """~ ",' , 
, '~'.; :",;., ,'. i :': '"' ': :;~._~~:'~' ,,;~;.::;:'v'·. ~ r, ',,:," : ." . 

, ,,' It ,~;is~"a~~,?\~,ia4'~~~afta:, tn~etirigw:rt!i.:!e'Presep..~atives ,'Rf the Br1t1sh, French 
an,dUn1te9..,.§ta..ti::!~rC]~n.io~s'a:L,~sarid the GermanFe,d~r~1.: Oovermnentwi1l take place in 
th~ near ,f1.i:'ture,.~~,!We"Would:a'pprec1ate r:i.riy coiiunemt'$,"the:Department may wish to 
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(S8CUrity Clas~fication) 

-', ,'r' ".~ :U::':.· j':.~ . "'Jf .~&t:J.f'~~.' .". " " ~, . ' . . . 
The Department appreciates the Embassy's reports c911ceming the L:'! 

.~!prows~, amendmeD;t, to.;. that Fe.dera'i1:' C,()m.p$8aj!icm;:.. La'i:r·/and-.peciall.7 c' ~i~. i 
jt;he t,C*DIDSllts w.1lt.lt,'rEn~peq:t;71;o!1.t_> ,;p1"~sic;e..J>l,of ~.amendmenteOl:lperning t:! I 

. i·:;tbe,·applicatio.n . of, ;the;,.rtSijX)Q~DMtUm1tati'on;:to~Su:cce~ssor OrganiS$.tiona (-\ 

.•. anliooJDpe,Jlsat1on'.to . nOn~rmatcper8e,cu:teell.~,l\;';A.st 'stated' in? our ~OU8 t.' I 
,.:comnuni'~.t-i~ ,:,;the, Tarleus~~ Jri:1Sh1 Orpiiisa:~on8".ha~et s~gh~:' ~he;~: . I\)~, I 

De~ri!imept!'8 assistance; W tryin'gto!: P.ersua.de:.th,ec(lel'!'JDBJls'F,ederarl;;;; O)t:l \ 
. ,GOv:ernmeat'"'~: mO~4. the-.ei1;wp. <prO;v1S!OP',lt_ddiaerDepar:1men.tu,s1:i}: I\) ~ 

,[ agreed !,to:'~jcansid.er'u"hether.' it.:wo\1li:Lbe"·'.teutble l;to':.apprea.ch i;JJ:e::l,~tt;.,' • .:+ 
,: Oermans~ on,r.1"ther or both of these matters. ~?1:,~, &-0., 

:",' ~""'~' N6: :"'~ ~;:71T ;'; February 3,1956 
~~" ~r ';"'. " J '~: t,~ .... ~: ::;"':",:: N, '.~":.'. "',. ,"' :'; ~ 
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Compensation to Non-German Peraecutees, 

OUr A~lSo:t November 30, 19S5 suggested that the Embassy support the 
JRSO posltionwithrespect to this problem believing tlJat the Orgala1zation 
was conol1l"ned about non-Germanpersecutees who were persecuted. in GeZ'lll8.l17 
or who otherwise I118t the residence requirements of the Federal Compensation 
Law. In, any event, it was this, gt'oupthat the Departmentt s ,A-SlS referred 
to. The Department in the past has taken: the poaition that Bon.~OermU\ 
persecutee8 who were persecuted,QUtside of Gel"JlJaD\r would ,bave to look to the 
countr;y of their, om nationality for settlemeatof their claims. Although 
we are gt'atified that the proposed amendmen.ttill provide some compensation 
for this group, 1J8 do ~not ,feel that, 1IS can, under the" terms of the Settlement 
Convention press the Federal Repablio to undertake &lI¥obligat1ons with 
respect to these persecutees beyond thos.e the;r have alre~ indiCated a . 
willingness to U1\dertake. Should" an appropriate opportunity pre8ent itself, 
hmvever, it might be pointed. oUt to the Federal Republic that it their 
Government would. see tit to narrow the' discr1m1natory features of this 
provision we believe it would discourage criticism of the law and make the 
program more effective. ' , 

We are, however, interested in whether or notnoD-Germim persecutees 
who meet residence requirements under the tems of the Law, receive compensa­
tion comparable to that received by persecutees' woare German 11&tionals. 
According to ;roar ]).01281, ho\f8ver, this group is tull:T ellglhlefor cC!llpensa.... 
tion including compensation tor, .conomic loss. We hope that md.er the 
proposed amendment this gt'oup will be eligible for compe.nsation comparable 
to the compensation which is paid to other groups. In this Connection, 
however, we note that the memorandum submj,t~ed by the Conterenoeon Jewish 
:Material Claims (transmitted as our A-644) lists as 4eficiencies in the 
proposed amendmeIlt, the f~ct that,it (the amendment) deereases capital 
payments toex:pellees for l08s of lite, es1:4bl1she. for stateiesB persons· 
mhdJDum annuities and capital paymea.ts lower .than for other groups in 
deviation from the existing la"J~d.mamtains the 7,% rate of oompeiiiation 
lor dilJiaga-a:oiietG atateles8 person. ana relugees and th~,MlIlent of "capital" 
compensation for loss of lite and.health from Januar,y 1, 19.49 on17., It.is . 
not elearto us which grO\1p this refers to. ,Thelmguage .used in stating 
these d.etioienc1es (partiol1larq underlined portiODS) would seem to indicate 

, 

that the reference is to groups covered in the existing lawi that is those 
meetiDg'residence requirements since other non-Germans are not ~overed under 
the present la... If tbere are suo)1 groups ,.0 ar.e receiving, ocpensation at ' 
a discriminatorj rate, we believe that the matter should ,~ dram to the 
attention of the Federal Repubiio and that theY' should be Wormed. of our 
,:interest in seeing this situation rectified. . 

The' 
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Themarmer. ot ~pproaoh on' both at the above mat ters is lett to the 
.di"oretion ottheEmbasq.· We would apprec1ate being informed ot the 
status ot the proposed amendment and ot the rea~t1on ot the Federal 
Republio to· &1J'3' approaoh that is made. I 

(Security las; cation) 

J391~5 

R" .rt:t 
C /:J FI IqS-,5- ....»-t 

DECLASSIFIED 
~.!.IL~C,"i::,' NJ) cpgtf003 

. . IS 0 X I 0 .:t- ,~,.. 
F=.'(~ Z6? (X)(fl 

BY~ ~ARA 06t3.hllq~ 



.. 
I 
I 

\ 
'\ 

" 

..,,''. 

Janujfi~g "S.rti;:C:,~ci' ' 

. . . 

,~'T: ~,,:i~t;'~i,~8,/:: A~ ~:" ..:~, '" ~~:,~i~, 
S1~~8"., 
;'J:: 't",!:';::..;::" ;;i~~.;'r~c:,'~J;r',u,\::.JHC C.'.': i.o;;;r "/~.

'1hijr ·tbJJ :S8c.~~:i~ol'Sta_:I ,." 
,':' 1'" 

.I" 

~\ ·~~·b '.~i': .: (~~~,~ t, 
fiiwaton B. 

'..,~;,j",.8.tiaDt. :Itt~: '.. 

'i/24/56 

. , 



1;: v '\. _ !J..,,;p,., v 'T .', I ~-';".i:ii ~.,~ 

21, 1955, has the honor'to 1nform.the De­

partment of State that this Embassy has sent 

copy of the letter dated December 3, 1955 from 
t-'" 

the Honorable Herbert H. Lehman,. United states 

Senate, in which he expresses his concern 

about the discrimination in the draft amendment 

to the F'ederal Indemnification Law recently 

.. " .,Embassy 
, of the 

'd al hI' f G ,·tr~'i\i 1:'8 ' 
Fe er Repu. le 0 ~~~f~1E~n 'OF STAft 

. Washington, D.C.' . 

1:l;io JAN 18 AM 10 17 

['U'-j/H 
CUHHENT RECORDS 

BRANCH 

The Ambassador of the Federal Republic 

:presents his compliments to His 

i is assigned to 

'~.i. ' : , .. ' .,'" ,. 

'" ', 
i 

. '. J 

reference to ·the Secret~ry t s note of December ',,, . 
,~ H P ~. "";l. "- .... , . '1\ 0 i'I'j 

oapp'roved .by the German Cabinet between German en 
........
and non-German nationals who were victims of

! r 
! enNazi persecution in Germany,' to the Foreign 
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.' [j:.\'.J];~o·i··'"$On ,~eib~ua:~ ·2®i;~~t9:5(6i~'~:a.n':::ol':fi·c,e~''':'01,\·.tlJ.'tr;·Eriiba:S8y me"li." wi th 
of· 'the~ F8U!e·ra:!l.h'F±n:&u~!81;tMiii{iilltiy'~'!€llfi~:~'F.a;litJL{d:e~ia':·er~ ix':'and' .Dr~ , Kus 
t 0'" ·'d;t:s!eusf~ ."t~e;pt~\b~~liii~";~a(:);ed;'il:1)y:~{;1~~Q:~e~'ie'ol/i"'io:rgiin1~za.t'ions£]'~r,±;ls:blg" 0u t . 

••,,' ,,:. "_" ,".;.. .. ••••~;". " .... , ',c, ,,/;.... ....~;~..""', ".,,; '," • :! :".•;.(<, ';,iJ;" :!o~~£":,;. 1· ,~. '''',.t . '" t;. ~. ~., ~ ":'....,\,: ,". -:t'; "/~ ,':'; - t}<.~""" .~'.. ,.
drSif·t')!;amen'ament·;~'o:f~the';:'·~'ea.erl11:' Q.ompens:ati'0n Law rS'l'a1iing' to' the lima.ta tl.on """"~LL.,,'" 
0t: DM 7?,00jg,,~n :f~,~'peo~·e~~,.~~~~e,~':~~; .p'r.~pe;,tY..Th~ ~u:e,st~on~.Vf~6, 9xam~ned, /clf
along the .1in'Qsl.!\;r!eporte(il>inf,fr~erereno'e',··despa.toh. I 

' '. "'" • i.,.. . ., " . 
:'; r,:. ':,' , i'i~' ~>j.,,:;:: ~;"l)~:·:..,.l'>; . ~,j"~ ·~I".:. J~';' : ,:~ J-: t· ? . ':"" ' ,?'~' ,,) ':. > ~";~\' " ,:, "" I., ',:' t:d 

8 ta~~~!~i;;~:t~lli~!s:~':r:.~~;,:.:n:;~!::=i:;~!g;h:!>~~'~{t:!~;~~~!m!!:'s~~d:!:;-!; 
9om~i ttee, the poss·ibili ty of d:6:pPi'ng\;tliel:ii:'mft~tt'6n for 81:1:009Sfj01' or~ani- t.~/jJf:J 
za.tl.ons was examined on the basl.s of an undertakl.ng from the sucoessor':'; . "g 
organizations to spend the compensation awarded i:hthe F.ederal Republic:,:k I\) p. 
The Embassy representative also stated he was aq,vised,tha.t~p.~. feasibil¥::\iy .0), 

. of nEtlgotiatinga bulk settlement of cla.ims of this type whieh were held~~~\::1\) 
the.Jewish Restitution Suooessor Organization had"been'discussed with the"'" ·0­
Feder,al Finance Miniatry~ The Embassy repreeentativliI explained that the O. 
purpose of his call was to oonvey to the German G.overnment the interest of 
the United states Government in seeing th~ problem brought to a satisfaotory .... 
solution. Referring to the traditional policy of the Department of enoouragmg 
bulk settlements as a means of avoiding lengthy litigation thereby making " 
funds available for pressing rehabilitation requirements, the Embassy repre-I\) 
sentative express'ad the hope that a .similar arrangement would be possible in I 
the present 'situation, adding that the Embassy was prepared to lend appropriNe 
assistanoe and encouragement in this direction.· .. ....." 01 

en30 The German officials explained that the question of dropping the 
limitation inrespeot of suooessor or.ganizations was one to be deoided by the 
Bundestag and was out of their hands. With regard to the ;'eSisibility of a 
bulk settlement, they, pointed out that disoussions'with JRSO were in avery 
preliminary stage. They stated this was a oomplioated·problem inasmuch'as 
the obligation to pay such olaims rested on the Laender and the Federal 
Government oould not enter into. any arrangement without their participation 
and agreem.en,to The German offioials expressed theirappreoiation of the 
Un£ted s,'t,ates in~and said the matter would be given oareful study•. 

. "',. CAiH!£:t.l1UE:COl)02 
, . 4. The GermEHi~'d!!f'fioialsstated frankly that JRSO ~~.~~'}Vg~:@''hkfiltinue 

to·reoeiv\3 oonsiderable sums under restitution and,ind&l1:£'iaation far beyond 
!}:l.a. had .. been envisage.d either by the German. aut.ho.ritie.s .... t or~~ or JRSO' 
t;i;~.lf. AOc •.. ~ Wl.jO ~lLt that the DII! 15. 000 limt"tt"W ~OllW;}'~Y to . 

\\ ,l:- m '.. . . ., ;, . ,:;r. ~i'. r 
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Page 2, AMEMBASSY BONN 
Despatoh No •. 1746 . 
February 21, 1956 . . . 

"'.""\iL-',:;.·p..,......",tt:~~~t~~'\!~~~!~t~;::~:i~i;:~~H~~o::~:m:~~m:or. 
. . . serita;tli.::ite:\tGol:C·1jll':J;}~,.~~pp:,6!;.:. ,': ".,g ~~,~,s.sur. the c German offioial~ that. 

'c/o '~'he~' ·t~.diZS:ta1;~.s,.i:r~Q;9gni,zGid th.at ,the redress"'of ind1viQ,aa;l i;njus,tices wa·s 
: ,,~,:~/,,\''i', "'j ")~"'..;,·''''!:i:',."t .... J:J."" ",.!,t, .•.. ',·v.,:,-:.-·I,"..,,,, ""';j.'." • ;;;; '.\. '. d. .', ,', 

.<;~he·.. .t"':op'{jEfQ':tiv:e:.iof;:the.~~<?'bnipehsation program and "!ina;; i·ts 'primary intere$t, 
.• '. ',.:' ·\.,~~.~t.q:s'ee 'this a;c:ihiE!V:ed.;He'po1nted out· that the p~e~,eh£:':,~discusaion ,.~, 

'r'e-9.h~,~i;l~~,,~:'::O;~~'·· . ··ue .•.;. . ·oh. on~y affeot4:ld sucoessor o~gani zations, and 
";·no't:edj7;;that.:'tiiie:.: sil .. Go\re:mm.n't;··woul;(i:;ha;:;'~ >t'he~ o"eo'a:s!'on to·sta.te~·1 'bs 

.~~'cf~t~!i~':':d~:~·tb:e",.p' .. ps. t~'q~~"~~~i!!o.:ri.~~'f·th_: ·tree;tnieh~· io;t;in<li,v:htuaIs ':wnen the ' 
.'Y~~German;':GG:ve¥nm~'·tra.n$mi~tedthif texto:~ :the:::ainelided draf"ti."", 
'''';''\-' ,·:<~(~~·;,~s:~,~~~, :~:":,~::t~'f0"t ~:.": .' .. }:'L~.:" :;;!:~~:~ttr~~ ,'" ,;.' f: >:~,:::"". ..~ " ., .' r:~', 

". :'5'~+ '. ,The 'a b6V;EI'me:e~:ing 'W,~'Er·ia.r:d~ngeas.t the urging. o'! JRSO in order to . 
enooufage.tlie·G~r·inan 'G(rvernmeri~to' pursue a:Otively the bulk settlement 
pro.:p.osa~.•.. J;'RSO' haa been informed of the substanoe of this messago • 

.:' .' ~~. \" "::',' .. '. \., t:·: ...~ ..... ",~ .'.,:./ . 
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: .:'. :'.'" :l~£, CtW(s-f5t 11M -~~~ 
" A~~~SSY BONN:, ,1878, , March 9, 1956 -~_/~' 

TOL:-,:' ,f. The. Department ;o1f. S,tate, Washingt,;n '~j,.,~ I;" ptH, ~ 

'" FROM: 

REF,: ~,. ',' IA)' Dep;"'~m.It;~';~~~3{"~!~:.~~~' .<I a:;'-~ 'Jlj;;;~f
B~ D'epartment~~A~5"" April 12, 1955 t"1'(;~.'1{ RIV\ . 
c)" ~ Embassy Despaton ,2125, April 5, 1955 F""~'" "~' ;:'~ '-­ ,,..,­
D). ,Embassy Deepa teh 2436, May 16, 1955 ~ . ~·,.~'f":.""V 1ii!CiF='",~~~I-" 
E) Embassy Despatch'- 408, August 24, 19551 U~';'ir;~:t '1 VX·t£ 
'. . ,t61-, 0«/1 5~ 1t.I¥I/If.. " -il 

SUBJEC,T: Internal Restitution - Claims Agains.t .the .L-. 4 
£-~~, ,:'\, 

, . , . .,(/£,.. ,Z..e+ 
. Th.en,eg~tia,,:t:i,.ons between the Federal/Govern.ment and the Conferen99 ~ns/!Sf 

Jew:~sh Materl:al, claims against ,Garmli\-ny about which th,e Embassy report~d .~n ci' 

refElrl:jncss, CD) ;,an(i -(E) 'h~yerssi1l ted in a r~"li,s!i.on of,:th~dri:l.ft Reich; .' fl'.1Jt:Jj 
Li~:t>::ni:ty Law di~cussed in .ref.erence (c) .a:qd~he approval of the regis~d. '1.u!J,3CD 
draft by tq.e ClaJ,ms .C.,onferelloe. In oonf~rma,t~on of .i.ts approyalthe > O/H' ~ 
Conf!HenoehasBubm±ttedto the Embaasy the following ·statement, :.C/"f '.7 .~ 

.' ',' . t:l 

"The Cl~:tms Confe~~mo:e ha.s re'oeived from the Ministry ,615 . I\) ~ 
. ~i-nal1ce of the Fe,dellial:."ltep,ubliothe final drat:to~. a .Federal law. .0) ~ 
for the set,tla.men.t,.,ot;, mO.l},eta~ <?l,.a.~mliil,aga:i.nJi:t.t.h..e Re1;ch (B.u:p.des-"\l­
ges.etz. zurRege,l.ung ,de:r: ,:r:n~e.Ql<;:.erstattungs:reC?htlioh~Geld:v;erbind'" • 

. li'Qhkei tel'!. des ·D~illtsohen lle;.q~~. undgl:~iohge,st~l.l t~:r: Rechtstraeger . 0 
:', (B,undoes.rue()ke:r.:st.attungsg~Jilet:z, .,. BRue.G;. '"':c )}. . " . 0 

pi~'ase1>e ad~isedt'hat',~:ft'e~~i'~~ue"oo~Sideration, the Claims conference! 
has reached the oonolusion that it would be in the .interest of the , 
ola~~ap:~.1il ~r. t,he.: !.~~;'I ",,;f1.s ;Il,ow /p:r;.~PQse<i,:wquld be .promptlyenacted. I t":'.",i 

"":" !i!l(, ;~her:.~if..()~j8; z:~;.sp~ o,~~~.+.1~.r!e q,U~~t;~~".:t.;na. t t ~e Unit ed State s G.overnmen t . J' 
. ".' r,~~,s.e...nop~j.~q~~on.:t~.:~he .proposed law:.. CD 

'( : i­ ' en 

':.­ . 

,: ," 

·Bincerely.~O).1rs, ED. 

. lsi Herbert S. Sohoenfsldt 
/t/Herb'ert s. S'ohoenfcldt 

, . Dire ot.orfpr. Germany .. 

~'; "Yt 

. "The Embas.sy. has .been oral~y informed that the same letter has been 
wr~\~l~~n,.by tl}eCo.nfe.r~nce.t,o the Fr,ench E,mbassy:an<i that a Jetter containing 
a ~J~,~.~~r.(statement has been..sent toth~. Bri tish, ];mbassy.by .t.he Jew.ish 
Tr'll:,stc:C.or.por,Jltion", acting in . the name. ofit.he .,Gqn!?,iJ)t,ijfJi,Oe. . . 

, .;,'.:: ~_'. ;.'~;'.'.. ".­ _ ... ", . :" r .' :'. • ~ ,', '~, ~;: _ ~.:~./ ,r"L'~:~. :}f.!·,.b.~·;~~Oh~~' t:'~:, i:i) (.!~ ,:.~ ~ 
.. ,;'Fh,e ~,evi6ed draft law is pr,esently before thei' Federal Cabinet and 

has.,n,ot. as~ y,e:t b.ee·n 0 ffi cia-llysu1?~id.-t.t:ed t;o ,t,he"AlliedPowers. The foll.owing 
~o~~~~t.s 'B:r~:~~i~s'ed on a copy of t,he iir.E!-.ft:;:·'\Il~+M,'r~e ;~~\~S:~J\~brtPin;~\1i lth61~,ugh 
~nofff.cial .channels. .., .,. -'._~ .

," ;:< • '. ,., , 

"' ...... "..•. '~, . 
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. Page:" 2,. Despatoh;1:878 
A1vlE~A~SY . BONN, . . 
Mar~l1 .9~, 1956 

) la;Vl> has ' i:n ~t3ub,s.ta-nc."l remaine.da~mos~ t.he same as'the 
, ,ed,.:,i:p r_e fe:re-n9~ e.G h, ~P?<.i't f+oms OI)l9 minor .improvements , . 
'IIl~t,e;ria;L o4ange ;whtoh,~~h!'l C;Laim,s Conferlflnoe has aohieyed in 

leng.tAy. nego:;j;i~tio:P:B;i!3 .the, sa,ti.sfac,~ipn().fc+aims. arising from the 
C9~f~s c51;ti.onJo;fc, hous,ehold,. ef;0eo.ts, in.trans;L t (lift vans) in non-German 
European ports from funds not to be charged to the maximum amount of 
DM 1.5bil:Li:on... 

. .", 

. ,In:soJ:ll.e .resp~ots, th~l3.:rbt~f~ry departur~ from. what was intended 
by1;he ;framers of"Oha,pter" .Three o.fthe Settlement Convention ill in our, 
opinion ,even 'more pronpunoed .in.,the revise,d la:w!~.p.a,p. it was under the 
previquB ,·,draft., Thu.s., ,the revise.'<l 'l~~, provides·that,.25% '.9,f the a~9..unt 
asse..13:se.d as ,aamase.§:...!:!llbe paid, ,as J:lompensat.ion 'for :prof':i,.ts and intere~st 

(,.<' 10s'&7 andthati:n the,. oase ofoonfiscation ·of· securiti,es and shares even 
.onlW;,'l..Q~ (,rep~E3.'t': ,ten %) ,of j;h:eamWli~~I!sS~ei.py'~u;~s~~e:se'nt 
~~~~~!alue ~f ,the s~£.~i.iJ!~._'!.il.~njJ_<iF.lJ:E.:1?~~r~nt~d as compensation 
f.or, lr-nterest., and ,di,vidend,.s :108t., This pro:yisionclearly amel1ds existing-.-"......._~.-.-.~~~~oot"... .," . . 
r.estitution l'egislati.on tothe.detriment of olaimants.' Praotically, it 
means for example that a persecutee who'in 19~6 was deprived of a seourity 
whio.h had ,at ,that time 'a stock exchange value of RM 800, and who in 1956
is awarded an a.mount ofDM 1,000 which is the present stock exchange value 
of the-secur~tyformeriy:,~w~ed' by h~,m, will reoeive DMJOQ...:.(~O~...2!_D~iLl,O...?_~) 
as comp,ensat~on for the'di-vl:dends lostbetW9.en 1936 and ,,195b, i •.e. l~" 
~~~~~~~E.s! In -regard of judgmentsail\iamicabJ;e settlements 
rendere,d or oeni0:l.tud·ed', before its enactmen.t .,the law. :provides that suoh 
judgments and se.ttlements shall be deemed to be amended or supplemented 
aoc.ordingly. 

!, '. Another provision whioh, in effect, amounts to an amendment of 
e,xisti"n'g rest,itutionle;gislat±,on relates"to the confiscation of bank" 

. ac.c:ourits~· ; ,Q,ontrary :t.othe, 'rulimgs Of ,:the ,oourt,s in .the Brit j"sh Zo.ne and 
in Berlin" the ~.o;ourts" i~~:.~Zo.~...!l:.,?l~_j;,~,~~_ .. ,~_...1nl:~,~te.r.__~ 
~~~~~~~E:.-~~~_;~.e,~.id'e ;~,,~a.~-=-~,~~~p',·~~4:2.!~r!-.:t~M9J"':.!,9-5~:t:L.t!f~~1:>.~.~"._p!.<lR~,m_ ..~Ed 
gi'v:e;s:. r·:i:se ,to ac:laim,.u:nder .Mili:tarryGo.:V:,ernman,:kLaw: Noo- 59. '~he revi.sed 
IiWprovrdeg-:"thaitr·-suoh'''~tra:ns-fer·'::sfialrno:t·- J5~i :'o·G,na.ia:er:ed"'-a's a· trans fe r ',0 f 

• ,_ ."~" "," ....'.,~~".,._ ,.~,,'.... _" '~'''''I~' f_,__"M'~~..;;.Il-'·""'·-""'""'~"""""''''''~'''''''''~'~ ..,K.....,.........'* ....._'·..___~_.. 

i;den:ti.f~;able ,prope'rty, .thus o:v,erruling, the courts .of the U.S. Zone ,py . 
ame~~oq',:regrs1Tation. It is .admi tted that, .to some. extent" thi~s 
provision may not be unfavorable to the program as a whole for the following 
reason:. Transfers, .fromacc,ounts were. mqstly made for ,the. pay:me,nt 0:( special 
le:v:ie's.', ' Compensation for ,special levies .is paid by.the :Jjel,ender under the 

'Fedeiral Compensation Law. Ae:oordingly, resti-tutionolai~ants haye in/ such 
case:~ an a1 t.erna tive or,opt1-onal c lai-m undel" ,th~, Compensa·tion Law. If, 
spe,oi'allevies ,were, paid by the transfer of .,id:e.-ntifiabl.e: property,. the 
Laender :w111 be,r.eimbursed,. and only .. then, will b,e"s,0 'reimb.u~sed, under 
the 'Reich;LiabJ;11,tyLaw olit, 0'£ .!!!.! J?1!lo.5 ·bilcli:an; .f.uno..,. T.hus" if bank. 
acoo.lints are; ,not,tob.s oonsiders.das .i,deintif.j;:ableprOP,erty, the Laende.r 
¢annot r,equest ·'reimbU:~semento.f payment's. whi,.chthey make. under oompensation 
leg"isilation', 'ii:special le:vie.swer.e paid ,br transfer from bank accounts • 

. De'sp4te·,the·se.;.consid:erat±ons, ,the. fao,t,remains ,that there may,b,e legal 
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"<~s:t't1:l:at1ons 'wn~re the ":I-ights 'of :61a.±niailts ~ presently" recogni zed 
applfcaJ5'::lle;';restitutiion .Legislation' and; :b;(:estabiisb.ed; court' rulings' 

"guaranteed by:'Chapter Three of the Settlement Cqnvention are 
'radically extinguished also in cases wh~re no alternative or' optional 

claim·lies '~urid:e.r' 'comp"ensation 'legis 113.tion. 

l~ 

Insummirig up our cOm.Iil.entsmade irireference (C) and. our foregoing 
ebservation.s, the"EDibassyno'tes 'that" the draft 'Reioh. Liability Law' 
oontains"provisrims , wliidh;'on 'their face are clea:r-out inconsistencies 
with the Settlement Convention in that they make a: number of categories 
of payments "a charge upon 'the DMl;5 billion "fund which 'were not 

. 66n:t"empla:te'u" or "include'a. 'by ,the Allied and G~rman n.egoti'ators of Art. 4 
of Chapter Three of the Settlement Convention, or otherwise curtail the 
rights of claf-mantsuriderthe exis'tin.g Allied restitution legislation by 
direo1;ly or "indi"rectly 'am-eiiding . such' legisl:ation. " As, the version of ' . 
the;draft law 'is by "no !heans always umimbiguous and" clear, further 
inconsistencies may develop when the law"isinterpreted and administered 
by the'"restft;ut:!:Oil cigericfes and courts. ' 

. ,;, : i .';). . ' ': . , 

Conc'lus i~6If'and He commerida t i oil 

The draft Reich Liability Law whioh is presently pending in the 
Federal, Cabinet and will probably be officiallY submitted' 'to the Embassies 
of the Three Powers in the near future, does not satisfactorily carry out 
the treaty obligation of the German Government .,;:'" In view of itl? many 
provisions which conceivably are detrimental' ofmay~turn"out "j;e be 
detrimental to the interests of claimants', it must be expected that it 
will. be subject to most violent attacks and severest criticism from . 
circles' within Germany and wi thout. The Embas's;{ dan' the reforfij, despite 
thereoomrnendatlon .of the Claims Conferenoe, not a:crvocai;e--:rheun~aITfied. 
~~~"tll.~,~.enaotmen't""~01~the law in-iTsprs-sentverS:L6n:' The 
Embassy is aware that any serious attempt on its part to achieve a 
thorough improvement of the law.and elimination of its deficiencies by 
Allied-German negotiations would involve further delay of its enactment 
for an incalculable period of time. For this reason, the Embassy considers 
to take,. subject to the Departmentts approval, the following position when 
the revised law :i8 officially subm:i,. tted by the German Government, 

"~'l'~~ 
The Federal Government has in Article 4 of Chapter Three of the 

Settlement, Convention assumed certain Obligations in regard of the 
l)lonetary restitution liabilities of the G,erman Reich. Whether this treaty 
obligation will be satisfactorily carried out ,by enactm~nt of the present 
draft Reich Liability Law i sin the first "place a matter within the 
q.iscretion of the German legislature. The Settlement Convention does not" 
require the approval of the Three powere to t11.e Reich Liability Law prior 
to its enactment •. The Allied Governments can ultimately decide whether in 
their opinion the law 8ufficientlymeets th.e treaty obligations only on 
the basis of the practical results aohieved under it while being 
interpreted ~nd admini~tered by the agenCies and courts. As far as the 
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at'this time 

threefold: 

-""-"'''"'C''-,.·;1r.~deral 'Go:vernm€mt of any excuse for' further 
, 'dJt,i~.t:i~' .e.It8:ottnent of the law so that th'ere 

,"no"m:atter howl b'adit is; " 
,r"'"' '.:•. 

"i'he 'a!Oor open for Allied action under Chapte~ 
,,'.J..."''''";;''''' Cc:i'rtventlon if the ·dls,satisfaction amongper,se'''7 

whe/~e'Allie'd acti"on is warranted" 
'. ' , 

'~T.h;e~j)ep~~~llle,nt t's,.:J.i'ews on the foregoing ptoposalwould be appreciated. 
th~ rii~i;mti'rii~~ "{lie Emba:'s~y wilI~findout whether the Frenoh and Bri ti"sh, 

ta,ke a· similar position in respect of the draft law and, inform the Depart­
men~~thereDf~nduecour~~i 

i . ~ 

" ..
For the Ambassador: 

'-', 

Knox Lamb 
General Counsel 

,,' 
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HENRY J. ZACHARIAS 

ATTORNEY AT'LAW 12.. 
ONE EAST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET 

NEW YORK ZZ, N. Y. 
CAB!-!!; 

"ZAC~I..AW. NEW YORK"
MURRAY Hll-l.. e -6670 

April 10th, 1956. 

u.s. D8partment ot State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Attention: Off ice ot .German ..Affairs • 

Gentlemenl-

I understand from oertain recent publications that there 
exists a Press Release No. 497188uedby your Department under 
date of August 16, 1955, relating to certain provisions in the 
State Treaty with Germany for the restitution of property 
looted in ocoUpied territories. 

I also understand that there ex1atsa deadline for the filing 
ot alaiDS pursuant. to. the foregOing treaty previsions ~ich expires. 
lIay 8, 1956. 

1 Ihould greatly .. appreciate your courtesy in sending lIle a copy 
of the aforesaid press release No. 49.1, as well a8 any other ex· 
planator,y material Which your Department might have published·in oconnection with the foregOing. en 
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"EW YORK. N. Y. 

~~!~~ry: 
FEJI~~MS 

Treasurer: 
~GON F.BE,gGSON 

Assistant Treasurer: 
PAUL'f'DEU:rSCtJ' . "." ",.'.'.". 

~.~tl:ll:1~ Bq~pl 

. ~.'. 

Assis·tant Legal Adviser 
"L/GER ,282.0041/2-2158 .'. 

AUSTRIAN JURISTS, Inc. 

',f i... (Pleue address replies to) 
" '"', \_/,'1( ~ SIEGFRIEDGEYERHAHN"CHAIRMAN 

, , 1-\ \ 
,Chairman: .. . Jl . fl,.l. 94·06 34th ROAD, 

SleGF,R(ED GEY:ERI:i~I:IN::' . April 10, 195?~; t:t)l'~ JACKSON HEIG~72:.N~. Y:., .... 
.Executive Vice-Chairman:JOmlrA: hlAiM ...... , '," , <..\ ",,;t:JEGAL ADVISERiAC!ION: 

60 'E~;' 42nd 'sh,eel"<'''? .' .,"" . . i V' ~; \l ~'2,\I . .' , is assigned to ,

"'~~'Y9rlti7# N:V. D'epai'tment of S,tate 
 iY\G,·fJ . l"'. APR 171956 t~ l;-' \ 

Vlce,Ch<lirmen: Washington, ~D. C:.';';' 
,~~U.L ,L~ :B~EC2~ " ,~;.,..", , \t DEPARTMENT. OF ST/frr \1 ~'L;;\~~~~~
ERNST 'NEWERLY 

• \." • v," • itt.:· Mr.~ John W" RaymozUrL. -';•. " i·,;:··'l' 

I:!U~() KI';l.9EPFMACHER 
VIGTOR ORNSTEIN 
.Jt,.'" h'" " i-n view of the tac't that in only very rare . OTTO ,StRAUSS 

case's the 'claimant: might know the 'person who ia inRi58ERJ'·i:." W.EISSENSTEIN 
',''1-.".I'\.~ .-•., ' p'os'sessibn. of'tb.eseized' property, 'suchan action for 

resti'tut!'on'can hardly' 'be brought. For American natu­
, ralized citizens, who immigrated'from countries occu­
pied by Germany, thee'ques'tion of brlnglng: suit for, . 
compsasa:tlon under Ar·tHfle'" 4, subdiv1si:oh2,' of the 
Cohven,ti6n~isof', pars:mouilt importance. 

• ";1 ...: "( •• 

The last sentence of said subdivision 2 gives ;' 0 
the time, limit for filing such actions •. The applica­ 0 
tion referred to in said last sentenc.e is the applica­ ~ r 
tion for compensation, whi~ch, .c,a'n: be au1?mi tt'ed by a -- i 

Government only to the ltA8en:oy";~ A private person is ....... 
compelled to bring suit against the Federal Republic ~ 

Iof Germany for compensation_;:..; i,! 
. NoW under'the las'1j"'sentence of. subdivision 2:~~@ --0 

the time limit for bring!h:g" such action is 'one year :j!,. 01 
after notification .of the claimant that the property if') en 
not availabe for restitution. It appears from this 0 
wording that the claimant has first to secure such notifi ­ (f) 
cation a,s a prerequis1.te to bringing the action for com­ ....... 
pensation. r en 

Upon request to the r~rman Agency, either to }~!
(:;;­inquire as to the whereabouts of the seized property, or 
1'....'."---' ,.~-, to state that the property is not available for restitu­

~), lR tion, the .German Agency simply stated in letters like the \:; 

. ~__ one; of whic:~l we enclose a copy, that it has nothing .. to D 
~'::, -- .do with priva te claims, contrary to the last sentence 


. of subdivision 2, which expressly seta a limit of one 

'i~!~~'~"-- ' , .'It :..'. J ..,....,. "':.,:~.- t; , ~ (::, 

, OJ,,· .,.c, '''r - -,----" i ~i 
G"I 
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DIRECTORS 

Chairman: 
SIEGFRIED GEYERHAHN 

Executive Vice·Chairman: 
JOSEPH A. HAIM' 
60 East 42nd Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Vice·Chairmen: 
PAUL l. BAECK 
ERNST NEWERLY 

Secretary: 

FELIX HAAS 


Treasurer: 

EGON F. BERGSON 


Assistant Treasu!er: 

PAUL E. DEUTSCH 


ARTHUR BONDI 

HUGO KNOEPFMACHER 

VICTOR ORNSTEIN 


.OTTO STRAUSS 
ROBERT F. WEISSENSTEIN 

I 

ASSOCIATION 	 of FORMER AUSTRIAN JURISTS, Inc. 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

(Pleue addreu replies 	 to) 

SIEGFRiED GEYERHAHN, CHAIRMAN 
I 

9 4 -0 6 3 4 t h R 0 AD, 

JACKSON HEIGHTS 72., N. Y. 

year, co~encing at the time of receipt of such notifica­
tion, that the property is not available for res.ti tution. 

In vie.w of the fact that bringing suit in 
Germany against the F'edera1 Republic of Germany entails a 
very substantial risk for the claimant by his being obliged 
to pay substantial attorney's fee,s and.court cost.s, a 
c1arifica!t~ron of tJfe discr,.epal1QY 'bEd~jreen the viewpoint 
of the· Germah Agency and. thet~xt6f:the Convention 
referi'e'd to above wou'ltl: be ·nece'ssary. There:fore it is 
submitted tha.t an extension of ti.mefor filing such 
actions' forcbinpensatlon should b'e arranged wI th the 
German Authorities, if the viewpoint of the German 
Agency should be adopted. Otherwise the German Agency 
should be',''i'nauced'to cll,ange. its position and to give 
the request'~a notH,'lcs:tlcin' to the c1almant,that the 
property 1s not avallablefor res,~itution, .in order to 
secure theone' year time for bringing the action, as 

, I

providedih the last sentence of subdivision 2'of 	 I 
• 1 

Articl'e'4 of the Conventiono 	 . . 

Since there are only thre.eViaeks opEm for 
bringing such action, we woUld highly appreciate, if 
you would" advise us at your earliest. convenience as to 
your reaction to this confusing situation. 

Respectfully yours, 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FORMER 
AUSTRIAN JURISTS, INC. 

:/I. /~ :, • , ­
BY 	 Fraim ".' 

Vice-Chairman 

R (, r-'t:( 
i'lS-Y -?-:~., 
10 :; ~') 
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Bundesamt fuer Aeuasere Restitutiorien 

Bad Homburg RE-424/56 

6. April 1956. 

Dr. S. Kan tor 
67-76 Booth street 
Forest Hills 75, N.Y. 

Aeussere Rest1tutionen Sl f Grund des 5.Teiles des Vertragea 
zur Regelung aua Krieg und Besetzung entstandener Fragen 
VOID 5. Mai 1955/BGBI. Teil 11/432 ff (Ueberleitungsvertrag) 

Bezug Ihr Schreiben vorn 220 Maerz 1956. 

·Wegen Ihrer in Wien von deutschen Streitkraeft'en 
oder pienststellenentzogenenSaohen koennenSie naoh 
Artikel 3 a. a. o. gagen die Jetzigen B€s.t tzer dieser 
Saohenbis zum 8. Mai 1956 eine Restitu lonsklage erheben. 
sollten Ihnen die Besitzer Ihrer Sachen nioht bekannt sein, 
so koennenSie nach Artikel 4, A.bsatz 2, gegen die Bundes­
republik bis 5. Mai 1956 eine Entsohaedigungsklage erneben,
weDn die Voraussetzungen des Artikels 4, Abs. 1, vorliegen,
das heis~t, wenn die Sachen u. ao vorher in Deutschland 
identifiziert worden sind. Die Entschaedigungsklage gegen 
die Bundesrepublik ist beim Landgerioht Bonn einzuleiten. 
Das Amt ist in das Verfahren nicht eingeschalteto Eine 
Verlaengerung der angegebenen Frist ist im o. a. Vertragsteile
nicht vorgesehen• 

.. 
.. Die Frage, ob Ihnen eventuell naoh anderen Gesetzen 

Entschaedigungsansprueche zustehen, kann das Amt nicht beur­
teilen, da Frageri dieser Art nicht zu seinem Aufgabenbereioh 
gehoeren. loh habe deshalb Ihre Eingabe vorsorglioh dem 
Bundesminister der Finanzen zur weiteren pruefung vorgelegt.
Sie werden von dort gegebenenfalls nooh weiteren Bescheid 
erhalten o 

(Untersohrift) 
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this ,group is subject to certain li.m:i.tations along the lines of Part'I, 
paragraph 14 of Protocol No.1 which provides, among other matters, that 
tli:e'se~per.secl:IteEts')"!ShB.1l1t,receive '!~appr.opri:atel:compeh!i!ation for :deprivation 
of ].i;betty.Gl¥ld ~~dama:gEl! to,ehe'althrf~nd!r:ldimb,..rd,Jl aecerocmce ,wi.th ';the basic;, ' 
prmcit]Yles; ~f:vehe l':(11e:peraiL,Claims :Laws of r'I:f;h,e:.!US ,"Zone::and in ,line ;with ,the, 
compensatien; ,paymerits' establish:edc'therein, "i.e:"',as :,;,a"(rule,,not less ·than 
3/4"of':',those rates" • From the wording of Part I, paragraph 14 of Protocol 
No. 1 it can be seen that the Material Claims Conference conceded in its ' 
negotiations ,with t.he Federal Repubiic'.in;,\.Ltpteililgourg;::,that this latter group 
of stateless persons and refugees may receive compensation o~a limited scale 
only (75% as a minimum). What the .Conferencenow;requests in its memorandum 
referred to in reference (A) (transmitted as the ,~'ptls A-644) does. there­
fore not even find a legal basis in Protocol No. ifl.... ' .. 

. In view of the foregoing considerations the·:T:1S.crepresentati ve was not 
in a position to make an approach in behalf of stateless persons and refugees 
on ,the basis of chapter Four but confined himself to expressing the interest 
of, .the Uri:itedS,tat.es Government in seeing also these people compensated .at 
a satisfactoryandrnon';"discriminai:.ory rate. 

. The Gennan"delegat1on took official notice of the statements of the 
USrepresentat1ve'and when asked whether the submission of a formal note 
on thetwo':'subjects :would be desired stated that this was not necessary. 
The"'Br}tish'and':Fr.ench,representatives submitted a paper to the Germa:n 
delegation m:ich orl.ginally they had intended' to' present as. Allied paper 
towhich,however,:the US representative did not subscribe l::ecause this paper 
explicitly stressed the inclusion of the deportee and slave laborer group. . 

·'Re'gardiing the approach to officials of the Federal Ministry of Finance 
reported in reference .(C), it shoUld be noted that the primary purpose of this 
apprda.eh,~Was :to: convey to'; the German Government the interest of the United 
States Government in a bulk settlement of theJRSO i s claims under the 
Federal Compensation Law. As:"'a' bulk settlement roightinclude a satisfactory 
solution of the issue of the 'DM 75,000 limitation on claims of successor 
organizations; this problem was touched upon only· incidentally by the Embassy 
representative and to the extent to whiCh it was necessary to indicate to the 
German ,representatives .that the JRSO's position in regard of the DM 75,000 
limitation enjoys the full support of the US Government•. It was not the purpose 
of this call to get involved into legal arguments with the German representatives 
as the proposition of a bulk settlement must in the first place be discUssed 
and advocated outside any legal considerations" . 

It:, would appear that the foregoiilg ansWers also the Department I s 
questions raised in reference (B). As far as the two points are concerned 
which Mr. Seymour Rubin discusses in !lis letter of February 27, 1956,
:t¥e desired.action has already been taken by the Embassy, except that the 
'concern/of the us Government was not expressed in the form of a note but"has 
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OLI RE DEPTEL 3122. (. 	 \ >~~ . 

alA I . .... ' .'< .i,:,Sj;~~~~:;~.~ . 
I 'EMBASSY PROPOSES FOLLOW ING EXCHANGE OF LETTERS: FEDREP TOEMBASS¥~f\);,rti1 . 
I DOL STATING OBJECT.I VE PROPOSED LAW", ISPROV IDE BROADESI POSSI BL~ .....'<.:/:'(,~ 
! " ~ BASIS AND UNIFORM TREATMENT ALL PERSECUTEES.THIS REQtI:F.RESE),'""

I"NCLUS ION FRENCH ZONE, eLA IMS AGAI NST NSDAP AND ,PRUSS IA'I ,ANP:, :,(i):'iJS 
! 

.' 
REOPENING FILING,PERIOD. LETTER WILL FURTHER CONTAIN ESTIMATE",'.":'it"&, 

.. ACCORDING WH I CH$AT ISFACT I ON OF ALL CLA I.MS . IN FULL LIK.~L¥:AII.J~t::J' •... ". 
. IN NO EVENT LESS THAN 80 PERCENT.' EMBASSY IN REPLY WILL.STAT€< ..; .... 

THAT U.S. GOVT APPROVES. INCLUSION NEW CLAIMS AND CLAIMANTS. • . 

. ;i~~~~M~~~V~Q~~~Ni~O~:HE~E~~!~~~i~D~~!~~6~~T 1~~R~ :~~T~E~,~~E~ .... , ..... 
. PROPOSED LETTERS ACCEPTABLE. RE I NSTE IN CONCURS IN PROPOS~L:~;~~;;."'r;~' '.' 

AII.JD APPROVED DRAFTLE'TTERS PREPARED BY EMBASSY •. ALLIED-GE~~~N'·'.;. '..' . 
MEETING SCHEDULED .MAY 16. RECOMMEND .EMBASSY. BE AUTHORIZEDAGR"~E:'( 
PROPOSED LAW I F GERMANS AGREEABLE EXCHANGE· LETTERS ..·'INSTRUCT . 
SOONEST. 	 '. . '"",;,,: . 
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• 
COEll")811Satio::l nelS reqncsted. Under t~e QC:l'tlQ,E view these Cases a6 not. 0 

1 "'l' .1.1"'1' n '\r""l' cIt.:> ~ (-;:). "1"(1 "'r 1'11"" r'~l' tl' ""·'/l~'"Ol·,('lr' Vl' OF t 11e'v' l'lo (':0' !"O 0:...L.• , \/J.\, _ .... VM.i -' '~f "';' ..... 1 ...... \,;,; 1.1_ ...... j.).l.. ~.tJ. ..... _ .o.-...."..\, 'c .• J t • • '''' .,.,,,,, 

::}l1.tch claims and rossibly others c.re in thiscate50:ry. (2) Gilses in ~. 
which the restit.uti011. clain W:1G not ,;:pproved ·hut. vrhere a compens·l.tion ..... 
cl ;"~ rn ""o~' ~"i le r1' "'l' ·;·11 +,1,,:;\ '-'CC1'P'"'l' ""'" T.'()".!or 1)"''"'01'''' Y·:',.."r!:" 10.", lT1~r1er' ·t',"'...... 

, '-:. ..l... .._.... , ......; ......,," \,,<. ;', • ..; .. J." ..... \~' L,,) J.1.t~.' .:.. .. \.1;-; • ' ..... oJ. ._.:;_ ••",(.-.r,,), .,,'./'). \,.-::1\,.4.. r~...;", 

C!,p"1.,~r... ,..:'..·.,~.. J ~.r~te -!--' Of'"'; .l.'.... (~~e C"'S~""" "~o"1"' -"'''o1-"r~'')1 .. ­ ~I:J cr'"\""""::l-rec~ 'IJ··'I'''~ 01'-'~ •• ' ....-_ .. - 1..1.. ., u,.l .... ;::; ;."Jt.:...!., v~ Iv'_ .'...\.. ",,~I -'~~ ,t.,.. v /'..;:...... .. .;;J 

·...'.:::tiC:.8 i; (3); ur.:.uol' tl:1' I'ritiGl'l ~'=Gr:'C:1 'iie':r !.;~~0;'/ i:'.re not covered. },\os's I 
of '1")1" T!",]i""'l c1a1'''8 """'(:>;1' t'h:~ c··~+':'('"·o'"'r ..... ... '- ~J." """:;' •• _'-'.1.1. __ ;.~ C ..._ '- :--... j~ ___ ,-" "-'.v'.... i.;,l..LtJ. 

....... 

b. :::nterpr0tC1.tion of Lrticle 4(4) 89CO!ld sen·~el1ce ... 'l'hat 01 

pro...,tisio:n pr'e8c~'ir)C3' that tltJ~e c'..f;ej,~c;y' .sbc:.ll also acce1~t as cC~:lcl1.:t8ivetl m 
cert~ficetes of non-receipt. Tbo Gcr~~nvicw S0ems to bo that suc~ 
certti'ic!;.tos a:;:'8 conclu.sive (lnly. on w~.:n,t they certify, to ,;[it, thi.:;,t 
thcp=oPbrty ~as not received by an agoncy of the OccupyinG ?o~cr. The 

I . 3r'itisl}/~'ronch view is that :::nch cer·~j.ficn,te establ:l.shcc cr:mch~sivel;y 
tlw.t tho ]Jl'oporty ~':L~3 D.fter itcntifiC:'>.i;io:n. in Ger:nan;y consumed ;in Gerr:-:anyl 

1 or atll0r'/;:l. 88 di'spOS0cT (Jf', a11c1 ~t·ha t therefore' 't'he '2..p~rov~~.l of ~1 


resti t::"ltionYc Ic.. i !'l c.nd GUC!'1 certl.fic~~te'~c:..kcr; toC"ctn01' 8stublish co}:cltcsivel:: 

" .,"" 1 1," , •• '. '. ... J . '

thQt clal~ant covernse~t is e~titled to conpensatlon. 
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."-,'j,';.. ....",", prewioust,;reariiing,-of.:;':..1:r;t:ticlet 4(3,,:y,: hasi: ahl,aysbeon 

,the' German :igency. 'Cdnse'quentiy, ': ¥TO iilforrned:the 
, ',Lit',,:, l!e;titei< 'of May'~ 3:,':'1$55'Qco!py!;t:ransmi,tt::@.ditp~",:\/' 

Depil1:-'tm'e'Et, ' ,'2l550bf~Iay 4",:,195-5:) :thaLou-Tt ,non.,.apporpva,lof""c'lair:rs' 
IIdo'e'sn'Gtc;:b;::ff:e ct\;~'ai1:y. ri€;h1i;,:;b{it'he':':Ita.'lia'n'~ (Jove,fnmen~;"to.i,; seekt c:ompensa tioi1 ' 
und,~!r';'t;nef P':P.ov,iLsi b\1'g :01;';N:f:t i:ci~Fe'A! •,.:~"" ,The Biri:U'sh!:B'r,enbbtHi:n t:erllr€?,¢ 8.,;1; i on, 
if ';itccJeT~dar:Vi.:Oi11Gl'.;', 'cut", ,04',f~;~3;l.li non::';' a'P?f'o:v:.ed', Ita,iiian;j' gOYle rrimen t?',~:c lc:d,:{ll s,:~"; 

.~.~ ':'~~ ~~ ~'~~, ~,::~ 'f~t.j}:~,~{t ,((t;, . '~:' ' " ",~ :",' ~I":) j,. ,;. v. , ':, 

,:':\~; ""Th'-e,i)1:i:l!J.l.lg;1xa"~ie:':bf'";-tl1e::C'onventibn;,,s:Gems: :t,q;/suppoI't,>the~', G(:;;;r;m:l3.n.
'vi e';'f~:" :;::~0;e'tiot\.r 3{:,,'0flthe:rA;:hne~:"to,;·Ghapt;er:.'F.fve:, ~ref.er-t·to/, !'appi1i:¢at'i~0DS for 
. c om'p';ehsa~ti dn,:~(,~;~'L's;Pe'bl':Ia. ed::: i,n·"pajl'~iJraph:3' of' 'Article 4!.!,.";,,::~.:. .', . / i 

, . ' 

"" We'ha;i,re~ :b,xam:i:ned:;:thei,backg,:ro.uJid;~ahd·,,tl1e<:reCdr\~so'f .the·) 
'110 gb-t~ia:t~i'on::::;:O!t2 h&g:rt:;i!c~l'!e(41~1)'Iri: t;he:~"A1Ji e,d::...:German ':comm;ulli¢'at ion~_:exc;h~:n-gecl 

c1 uii:n:g ,:the '~Iie;r.;:FO'd~> il',ug."1:1s.t:, 1.9;):6,;.;%ot"T{o;v:eritb E! ,rj ,19\v];<' 5(Annj;)xesflit 0:, EoJ:,oJur~ 
de sp'afcch "0'29:J.. ''':6fl)',[lip'.hi{1'': 2;4!;r"1'9;5'B'~f':~Subfjje;c:t ii' Yugo slav> 'cop.:per: claim,); ;tITe:, ' 
Glci'itms:w"e';£l,:'ci!:le:sc';:'j,:q:ed' 'a;s~'<c oni:penT~wt:i;0n- {q:la:h,j1t8' ,;:E:il:e'a' ,by t'he:·~ o:1:l;"t',~,i'~';' . " , 
c 6de''e'lf'riEf(t'~i~;'\;:T,qtf.;?j~l\'·l''''Jj'¥el'U';"CI!ra fi.t. "gf:.';:c.lI:;J,'!;fdf;ctili.e, 4iL:]).},; op .'!:'I<1I':c,h .ii ():, .i~95,2 ,r' Cl'~~SC!J.bed. 
the'V\~c~1.a'['bis :liis~6!J:~~ :r:grs ",f'd'nv':tcomp'<?;n,~rajt'i\9i'r-"f,i:l(eav;;wi;th 1an e,'ge ncy:of'any ,:o~:" the 
. T ~l±;"ece~':?TQ'i;';Efi's?~an;d:T~,;~#:;Gl :ll:h:'(3';~~~v,(bt,h'li lfi;tiWe:"';~ c;o:p e~'i.bfY ,tLhis' Art.:hc':le~h' , .At t 11e '.', . 
. 1 ]"'" ....... "G' :"'" "'\"'''''' -'<i . 'n ' , , •. ", ' ';"'.1..; •... '0'·' '1,;\,,, ", l' , ( '-­ ,.' t

:11. "'! a:',ed~.;.;; .... e.:rm1:l11Ii~,r.ai~!p Q.r:tieiIJ.:r.~~me:e,v]ng'\9.'i;;;i,;1vlar;c:u.'·:';,i:2!f "85 2i \,,;::. c,c:or¢lclng,' 0 

T~r;i;;,ID:e:L1J~'~.· " ".' ,'. . ,­ 's!!l:'i'di~:a:-ra£th(tlh~r,eii"ker:'9Y fi,'rst:i~1Setd,ie,d, berore. 
IIC '. ' . " . '!fq~}ilfp'l' . andaf't:e~I,1~',c9n;tpensa.ti,ol'l!l, ;tJ1C 
w0 ~~':I.,1~\, ...,8;;~~~y:,;";;:...,, ,';. \~,:"t) . : ,,", , . ,.:':;;::;;', .. ,. ,:w~::kyt'0~n" ~h~ngE:0ia,:gQ.:i:11"!l11;d!
the" "'pre's'en t,J:~t,e !)!;,t:;~wa;:.s,:,.:~~'l; o'Ilili:e,d'.~~ ·~g£l1:it'Mr,~'?;De;b,~;V:'O::J:'q;e;:tsf~'le tt,e:F ,it ..d.;<:""p r.o :t:e:~:~q.;r;at'. 
Kau.f;ma"rfri;:~&P";~1,iay1:\iBti~t~[:::'))Qiar'G~hjnElXl,l;~, 46$W~pa;'dfd\;r,;9!~ SipC1:,~:ch:)./'it~rle' ':0 laiJri'~l)iw,e;; r:~e. .:' 

;:!~:~;:~~~I~,~;~~:~~:~~;~,~g~df~'::~"~%~~~:~~;~'~;~'~~j~~i:,~:'t~~:;j~;~~"':~~: !~~~~~:d~'i'6n". 
. :' 

<, "" '",' .~, .:~~~:Tl;~S,:*h~',~,;t:.0"~~:;~~~?,~i,~~~1~,0af.l;i~u::e~~~sdb()~fru vla#s., i,';~rb:::,~1~~o..11i?'rl~'>s, ::<:'1 
supp'o:rt"q:;o<a·;,.tJi3.r.d':V.lew,,:,nameJ~'Y,t,{.t::.t:hd;t;,,Ar,;t;:l"dLe .4(3) covers re~tl tutlon '. 
,c1aimsapprov~dl:JY ()n~of the '~lhre:ePowers before Iiilay 5, '1955 (re'gardle ss 
of, \'rrl~tl:er, .'c ompenS-a t''ji'()~;:~}l~i{rn:" \,wa.~i:i,f fim:e.d,~:v;i:th, ..s~9h,;)n6~'let) '. a',s,"IYe.li:!;' ,,!if;:?' ~'C'. .... . 

cOlnpe',n!~kft-:f.0n: ::'cla:i7m'ff"\v':f:t"h-::iln.;:the :'s:<t0:pa"odlt:bar.agra:ph>l,fi'led,:,wi"th ~ana'~Emcy ,
~~.\:"t,,'k'~l"'''''''i''' .~.;,.""", .-i."~'~<:,,; .,,-:,[ ""0": f< ,_', ',,", :..,,' ,;..,."',,,~ ,,' "',", "", ", ,f' -~ " •• , ,0,;,.,.. ,

of "oneqT't,rl'e:'JJhr'e'e· p.oweJ,'!'s,ib-ef0re~lilay :;<5, 1,9.5~5'•.. Wen9w .;:fa',or. ,th::L's ttl~J;r.d 
vi~.'i!;?::;·l'iS11OUld the DepartlJent a:grE:e with this. third .view,. we think' the. " 
Drft':fsh and }~renchwould .probab1yaccept .it •. ' 

, '. /<-," ',> :','. T~'~ .. );,::',~:. '~~t~~y~~~~i:;:?',...~~:r:\'. ::"r'~,~.', ;'1::t.;;, ": ,_. ".>, .'{ :;,'.(~: ":~~:"'" 
. T'Ht'er.preta:t;i~0n'- 6£' . !,.:~:ti c,te;:\:4'~4);' se,co:nd! ~s el1lt'enc e;'+~ ,~ 

~=;,~ ~~~. 
determinli'ti0':6.·;:oy'iit'ne:!'German,~\;".~i~'A'gen¢y'f.~6:see~pa:r,a:gra::ph,'t'~, o.f:b:O,uI'{-2,3·05.f"i:,,1,.,' 
J;Ia~F" ·1<5;' ;~l ~56j)r" ,tlt'i';ifu~t.ner~lrap~i~,~~s~ i:~:lJ@ c'o'ncW'IJ!a:biEi;~~v,:ttb,;"the~~s;f;a~da~d'~' , ,.,; ;~~::t. ,I, ;,;. 
'appif'&d1"bY:\'us':a-ft;er},ftayi'5~iil:95$(t:fu~,ther~issuaii:ce,:of,;cei-ltiif.:i;cates:::oZ",rion+,o;}·' 
recdip;;·'t6., the ':'Itaj::tansc~ 'i,', Pu:r.:s:"i§l.~;t~;;'fl;'pt~,~he~~:ti:~l~.!3;:r:tIrieri;tl;, :3~;"wj:~ht1:la:t .. ·.\'.~e·· ~;~~) 
such certificate.s.·· in as many . cases oa~sfea~i'b.1e~ and· on the :bas:i:s of the. 

. said ,opinion, vIe issue.d such certif;i'cat~;Q;(contrf!.ry to the British/Fren,eh 

. practice ) in cases' where .the restitt}ti6n"dlaim>had lim been approved and) 
:".' . 
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, . :.(;1 t, ," \'..J..,,'<:.... , . .'< . a •. The claimantgOvernITle:r:il;'s'~8'1<q:uld/Gl',li5t~""tl?,,e~'"asked to prove . 
identification again in all cases/, since f the'¢>ccupation aJit.hori ties. 
did not approve 'claims witho,ut .prior,.j;dervt.:!:flcationof the 'proper.t;y; 
in GeJ:l7lany and sinc.e theGermansid'e~";;';:(i:h,'t'hef:tn.ie;gotiation of Articl:e4~. 
,gave the e,.ss:urq.11Cta'that :the:Germanagenpy .would not reopen the '.> A .' 

iderl'tificat~on'q1..1e8tion in such cases (see'IJaT:;:tgraph 5'ofo\lr 2)05::;, 
May 15,1956) •. Wethinkthu.t this. podtion is not in conflict:wfth 

.' t.heop:l11ion in ~Ir. Schwarz t .letter to Professor Kauffmann' 61 .'........ . 
c, I~t~rch 23, 1954, because that letterrelated tgthe effect of the' " 

approval as arnatter of law"ancl does not precluQe the view that, 
asa matterofadmini'strative practice,. no further evidence should 

·,normally be.,. required on the ic1e~tification point.· It 'may be observ~d} .. 
n this connecti.on };hattheYugQ~lavcop.per cLiim.presented a .sOm(2Vfha:t 

.~:(cep-~ton·£.;,Isituationand has long since' beel1se.ttled betvieenGe·tmany. 
and Yugoslavia. M:ost of ,'the other Claims approved by the occupation 
authorities· fall into a ~2,therdiffereiit fac'tul11 pattern. .. , 

" 

::':., 

. b.. ·The· disposition req,uir'ement nho1..11d be construed liberally;' 
, , s,ee paragraph 2 of our 2304,' t~a~;' 15, 1956. 

c. Where the restitution claim was· approved by theoccup~.tion 
.autho-ri tie s, cOlnpensabili ty should .not depend on a compensati'on. claim' 

·'·-,having beEm filed priol" to Hay 5,1955 (see abovepart2,a;,lastpara­
, graph),• 

.. ", d. It should bee:q~10redwhat·oth!:!r. st.epscim betaken to 
·fa:ci Ii tate the processing of the.. approvedclaiinS, -especla:I1Y';~tho so': .... '.' 
~lh:i c'hwere on the lists t·r.ansmit;ted ,inl,951"o~'Yrer.e· •subse'q1iehtly appr.e:ved;
,by the. OCcUIlation authori ties ~>~ac11: of' :the.s§;;>Q4s~~·wi1s>p:iie¥f:cnisl;yd'is:2;>," 
'cus;sed·.b~rthe occupation -l:Luthorltleswitht,he':Fe:derill"!I,1{nistry of Ii'inarice~ 

·'As to many or most of tnE)m, 'a,g~eement ·th,.en·e~iste:dthattheclaims 
-in'(olved +:'erecompensable undex~'.t:he C6nve'iii;iQn~'where"'~u;c'h ag:t:;eement· ' 

' .. exist cd, the GerI:la.nagencysh:ou.l~ 'rio~t:ie"QP~~n~';:tl!:e )jla;t:t;Eir'and should mere ly 
'assess the amount ,6f'lhec6mp~ri~atioh{:WireI:~;~n'8;'~lich' agreementexi_~~~d,. 
it ..seems to us that· the 'Gerw§,r.Tag"~nCly;;;:~h'0;tf1J.:'9,;;J.n;;the first pl.aceaslc .;:. 

.' 

. '"/i;" 'i1., ....,~\.. ;'<~ 'l::" >,!:.,\~. ,,,,;, ­ ,,"~;::: .,;,;,~ ~ • 
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where the evidence wa.s not adequate' to 

been disposed of afteridentification~ We acted on theviElYi tf':at . 
 !> .' 

'··t.nGs'e~. ct:Ftifi~bate£sare~.':c0ncTus'i'Ve'bnlY·:· bn\i'ft{~'.t'):they."·cert;i;ff• 

.::/;'~, •. j:~ ~:tri.t~~~~;~~"~·w~ ;67618'idei:" t:h~t::",;/~!1;~can~~'~~;i~~~p~~tr:,\t~~:;~'B.r:~ot:'~:~h~f,~~t;u:;,. 
,Fri?;I'l'ch·:':ih:trer:'fu':re.,t'a'tn),tl;;;0hL~thetwo J!oints d:t: scu8sed above, iV'e .ire' : 
in E~greeme,nt.l: v1;,'i'th, our Bri fish and French counterparts .thatthe ..•. . 

· proce'ss:in}5 b'v.:; t'he'! German:::a"gertcy ·'e;f' tl1o;s'e'::'claitns~ which'iile·re·':: a:pp'rbveo.:Pi;, 

by:' t·rre:. :O'c~upit\i;e'n!': a~lt holt'a. t:l;e's::'·:iis:::' no t'" 'sat:d:sfac't:ory:' ahc1y:lthati'rfl::( owe it 


· t'o'· t<1re(blaimt;i·n:t 1 ;gOv.ernmenMa:,'t:h<try to inprove the 8ituation. We. . 

think that thefoll'o,'ling matters should infoi'ma:lly bE! taken up with 

ihechiefofitha:t,;.uge'h'cy~~:prcf~faM_y joirrt:J,y'\'l:j:t1'l.~ tpeBri.t'ish and . 

French,. provided •. that, Wi:/ CQri' 8.gree ~li~pn"them tn / commonposiHon) =. 


show that the property had . 
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, " '" " ?'.::i~~ C\\:i;;;;~~';:~~'''~l''''''"~,'~.::~'''';~'-'c,:,~~1' ':'~:~i , 
for the,;f,iJe of toccupationauthori~-iesrt~,~~f3~~.:.than 1jask, the 
~c'Jia;ima:n1;:~:,g0;v;er,hme:ri,t:-"t;:b' prove, facts,',whi~h oc~c " ",in;.::G:ermariY 
.,the:' OCcupa't:1on period and whiChl'1(),r\na)l~"'cbe readil' sb 
b,i~:,t~n'~i~~~~ia,~~~,~;t:',:~~!~t~ r.~~~:~::~~~; ,,~<t~r:;~::: ",Y: •• ",:~~ 
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,w'e believe, ,that 
iu:chjb~h1; approach tOMr.FechnE:lr.~'l'he: 
i:IT s t,ru'9t' i 6:ns'v/oti/t'd;'. lb e 'ap;!pr'e9iia',t"edl;!,;;;r'i;:,,·;,;;t, 
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this proposal and promised. to reGom.iriend~lt~t"·anappropriat~.,clause be 
Law 'Coirtini t·te;e;,~i~~~Tb;il,'hGe~'~~ati6r;:~"';Or;i jots.,' 
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°Ef.f2~tb ~lh:<?-~~r::" :::P6.?:,;;;b.q::y.VJs::7~:A"jt '.. 
,:'r<l, 	 ,}, ~,;<,~':".}{ t.'t f,.,:~.;;\'iJ·l' -;:"J,. -: .:'0f: 

_"f. 	 ..·.·'c' ... ~ 

r.'{~·i~'·~;Fli()M::;:~\.~.: .~~S~Y :eeNN ':?}~O 	 May i'8; .' 19,D~ ·,!.!}F4:,; 
1 ...• ' _, '?;1""'" ,~ ... ~.,> '''to,,", ~ ~", /' ' ,~ .'~./::..\~ 

.~~.~ '., ~ ~",' .~.~e ;~e..,p:~~:en.~, :f s:~~e: 1 ~~~~i~~t~:~,.,~ ,,~I"l' ,fUR JNDEX ¥.,~ON 
'"., d':.' ';.,j',,,,,., , .• " D'.:;;'.. t'.e"'·I'· ';{'2'1~ Em"1::a'ss '"'Te"'e" 'r'a'm'~ ,4!1.88" 'd", , •• , C'·"~·' , /\':7':.'~'~.~;~~'~~';;;,~~;~ wp / ~, u y ~ g

}"" .. : ~:':~::~:;;~~.;.~':')·;!r~·~;:t::.~'::'~i/·,·',\,<'.:q~~~·~~.~:.'~t.~"·:,:~~t~,~~tf;, '{~~~~~~:~~,~!;7,. ""'0:: ';:rb 
~. l·:"H ;~\~ ;"~'I~t'eritaf"Rest:Cbut:ton ·· .. 7·CI'a:l:ms -A"·a.i'ns-e'·'il1e F6rmer-:Reidn').... ':·CII~. ,~:,
~~,~9t. t,}.. in','Vij ;'~:."~'r.'2.;" (;.~-:;tc ·:;'~;..:;I;~ ·.[\:r",1 ',h,,,g;;;: iir:,.:t £'J. r:.':nL~.,!,.. :,)'(. ';~.:.. ~.:.·'S' .]~ :.i.1![ .. ..:..~ ... ).­..:.~'.,.:.::~.,.c} 
"~! ,!!;3 '.!'l'''i~ !.;~, it~ij.J.Jl,.~;. ~l.tt:i'7:::'.t~. ~;~ :>1. t· 1U ~~:n -;:;;~~,' .... ' , .,.. "rDl' '£,,~\ _ 

~n( c·~j01;oil ~~i~i!':'±6!~ ;>0 ~Hi8';rg,;jo:r1ttla '''thr.$ei>1]imb'gs~h~~carl d:'5.i'~pregeritaif 'lis' iJ' eg) ''1,
8'fu·tlie0G~£ma;:fi:hde~iirliGdV~;ftffi{~iit iri~'~':'~.t'bdf$OU~~' thgcrF'a:ft~~ReiohLiabiliti,:.\ 

~;:n~~~£!~·~B¥:~;~i·~~,~~~,:~~~~~~~~ti!~.~··~;~f~:a~t~!~~~~'~ ;1:~~6~~~l~'t~;;~~~5*~k~~~¢~: t·t';;·'tHei:'con~efii~:oft;t'hl;i;P;G6v~'tnitiEmt'~j~hf8hl~t:h·~yj;ij'tat'ed"·:ho,;.~vet:rf$>o.nr#,{·cii: 

};r.. ~ifb.<f.tiJal.f.t.'f":~.nd i.·.,fi/~a~i.'&:ipr.'db'~B.'.il.. ft.·Fi*'i,W.··. j:fl
~···l·rt.",~ :,.... ~" ~·~.4"'>'4< ......·"'"Vl·~ "f~" ,1>",,-;.' ,'-,'•...•-:' -, ",.;-~'- ..""",~, .. H' '--'{.• "~:'''''''. 1"•• ""-;-";' '.'; i' :,:C",-,;._

.' aocepted .qur"··proposed 'excna,nge c'o:t'·'let·terS"and . agreed 

.';'~'i ~~~:~;5~~~~,~l~~~£t~~:~~;~~i!~~h~~~'::'0i~:in€i~~'~}~~~m:~~if;~1'~~~r~~;1~h.. 
.TlifNJ;i);epart4In~lHtl~'!{';Hteir~f6r.i:;;:D~:f##tedp~rtfO].l1~f~y ;,to p~rgg¥a;prt.~i~'6'~0;t.h.~'~
~epiY"'to\~"'iB6'~;'g·iY~ij:";lliyt'he'L~B.rg¥;t:EIi!'6~sl~±~Hir"to';t'h:e' Fiiae~a:iSGoie:rn.me$;~~~~; 

'Th~~;r'es9':?v~ti~ifs ·1.f£fiie-:Fex!J: ex.pf~'s:sed:J.Vff'ln:,;,;;ert~bl:~'!rth~'::i'ifj}ed .. G~v.er 
. pe'!;reopeiiOneg6t:l!:atfGris\7:f*fthO:~the"',hErW,'''to't~:feifefEi ,·~the'~IlM~ l;:Sii'bt'lii 
. f,rom'1!thei~l:)tH.~aen of any . other ca.tegories 0f. claims and claimants. 
covered by Article 4 Of Chapter Thre.9 of the Settlement Converttionto 
~n~,.;;! .. ~U~+;usioh of which th~Allied Go:vernmentsdid not 
i'n'~pa~ragraph lof their l.etter.'Suchoategories wou'ldche,for 
claim~:;fo:r.:;;,a,.;$:sg,~·e:~+J~~l;"~f cg!lv:er~Aon :;:r,~~~,;r.;Wl<i.e~,: kl1e.,~~1~;jS.9:y,:~ng~":.{\P9PUn t,sQ . l::J,B:,~',: ,~.!J;~c~1~:tmS!;i~9.~·\i~'~~M.~\:l: to.r~r:Ull:~:~r c~·:r~i.:qJ;e:'4'4(3) t.9~ go$,.,WG. ",.+:;~w ~,9.•;' 59and 
~'h~1"o.lal;Dl,~""'Q.f c:~I!E!(::.L~~n.,d..~~ ~~~,:r.eiJili,qu;r:@~rg,EI.~ji :.,oJ·.,:,QEl::rta~n . i.p,?Ol;·,E11i·+,~(j'!''VY;:'i:{'11'.t
R~;;r.~;n ~.~. :J~ ~~:~,~~d~:~~~~far.vill!El:e,Ad ~.~ jaIld. E!,lile:E;;E!,:i,.{;.. C0~p;*?n I?.~ :t:i,~qn; :,~I~.g~\S~~t;*ClIJ;!:'It.~t 

.·"Q.~r JiP~;l?.,:H :l;E?~: ;.}~:l;id.lld 0,W;~i'rt,~p'fJ;r.agf:aP-~:)?if<9:r.;~:'tt~' r,t;lp 1Y:;~..t;u.:tth.<3.r""pe.i;-~~:~~S!::(,;';q~.·;; . '" 
1?,~ a.:,PP·:PG_C!q,h(~~l?:~ Fe~d.e~a:~\~,!:}~vE?rnJll.e.n;t.:,l;:l'l! r.El.sp.eo.t10.f5(a.n-Y;>loA~.he.:r,!:.d~:f:~QJ,:encl;e.s 

, 	(i):~tl;~:4_El. :J,..l;\V;W"P:io;~nw:~~;Ili'ay.:co'n~.:i;a:",r (a's)i.'l'I:\i!0n:~,*,sj;;Eln'o.i~!ll;il';wjz;1;:11 ..;:the§SJet ~::);~~men t·· 01· 
Gl,o,n~~I).t,f.:Qti;}fI:t:; wa~'tii~d~:~?lea,rto.;r~hej ~:~eLrm~n~'delega,tio.n tdur±.rfg~'lt~e 
l!le.~h'ng~.:tch:a1;~::th:i~~ J:'~ \tth.~J:nt!en.t,;",G~::;:.~:~'e ':~llJ!ed:.:jres,erM~t±<ms:aI.).~,"that,~~:theS& 
r;ese~r;v!at~:ons:lsha.I] .::,~nCr1:l:ril:e t!J.e,re'8er;V:8Jt~on·'.0'f :,;t:he':;'r±ght.::.to"b;rrngi!;any',~, 

d±,S'put e ,'whi,eh:.m's.y {arise j'and :,;.wh±ch;"ealln'o.t{'.b,e ;:;set tle.a",by i:,nego:tj:at1ons;~ i, 

b.e"f0rei'the'r::Arb±£:'r~.t.:i;,c;n. . .~\," 
. . , ~ ... 

~:~, r.~ Jjv'~~r !~;, c '::- t: :'.: r-; ~ ~~, " •. -~~" {i -tt; 

':~,;2> ·',).;,~q::he":eri::t.i:.sh:.~:r:~.;pre's:eri~ativ:,e):Ni:is,ed{,t~eifqu;es'ti:onLO'f·~Jthe. e'()'~:oar:fled 
'frair~¢sth;:lip ,:"f,tirid ,.:(:DMi~BO :fmi(u<l:i!,iim):(iwh:llcFi' fs ~,se,t'!'asi"de::oy,the:::i~'ri:H\1; ;law'£'or. 
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,I,: :::PQWe:~'!'B< '", iirG:'::~O b'ta:(£n:~ ;'und:er' the'! ~c't'l"oums t;ai'fee\S1.~j) ~,tltavo,litdB,'\fu:r"t'he,:r"l 

;«, ", " ,';'b&- r;~~~ ri;g~h.i~;:,n:~\go'lfi a~±0ri'a~,';;g;n&'at"l~h&l "s'ame"t;ime: iiparm:i';;t~s~,t'lle\ ie;Ope ni~ng 
'Ii' ", ':f-.D,':, ,9i.",,~, t'<ii'" ,t('::rf"~'1';'" 'f',:!:' th' ',i ....""i,'t" (''''''';',H', <,' ", .. ~,,,., f; ''''', "·"Y,' t,,·#:n., , ..' ·")"";,·,"·',tl>., 4",' "',t" ,'" 't .. , ' , , 0,J." ,;nl?go :~a.. ..;qJl'B' 'oJ':!! ,,' 'e:·J.U ,ure'-on, a··"numl;ler'0",jqueSlf'on8"~·:l:Il';~' fL'~i ,.;~n, e'r~s !i<?; (', 

.t;.~i'L ·~i···';:-,'(,~:;, :.t':'1··r-t~) '~:.:':":f'. ('- ..... ",(\ ··'·".II.':'J::-/ ,"' .~_.~ .":w ,i''r .,,'U ...... , '''','. -I.' . :':'_". ",~ ," ""~". '-;"":'\.,;

" "0I::J?,e~s..e ou~e,$'a!.' "If""fu:t,ttr,B' "s-nSl.''t :Iff s~tl.::QfB i.i;n':a ni0;re';;;~dv.a~Qeid':~stage; ;0:£,:"";;:' 
,t, "~o'0~n1p£~;t"f?0n,VJr.il:mdhetBi~ tf~est1 -ttitlfbri:i:Ccfae:e·s;;atga:ifrlis,t"i;t~ei'liiB:iL10h.,~sli0W~;that~::, 
~'i;rt'e;::'"t6t4ei;~;d!f 1)M':J:\ 5::'6tlfi~i1'2is}{;S:ui-1'i:(l~t~ri1r f.O:ir'::,tlie;:~frJl~l~}sS:.t:i!~£ao,t'i~ri:,o'I '.; '¥. 

, ~\. '2:8,f,j~, 0'c'lJlms ~.fIi" ';arii·:·:~ven..-t",k\'-~:~h~:4l!1els -eJJ;grl>Jd'f ;s,:):;:r;mi:rta,::&.i[qn :f:i-(Dmlf~!,.aY"ins~tiiOtit ' 
,;r~'(rf ,"l£he"tlM 'I'. 5!:("b'i' 0'n J:furidj'.~i6'fl ~ '::b'l almli~a;s: tnG's;,~ dfFth~: 1,;r,fjiS ~:i:t'li!t or,s


", ~'~'a;tM. nth:~6~·J'h)'ft"he' de~ 'if6~r\;' m'Dulfei'emeht i"n~e d~:!ri;~~~;r ~i1:i:edrai s,~ a." ~"L;'I f,;

",~t:h?lw:/jVert f0i',e\:x;aJ~:1~·fWhen l\t'£e ;'lh:;Ogrctm':['s 5Gl%~"J0mp']:e't"e" I·"!! 15:Ef~am~(si~;.; "t,~.'"


.!;.w ,t'";,'l'i ."'.::,<I'I ....f"~~\J.!;j:~ f,., ~~ ~ '1'",,,1,,,,'''. ,<Ii, ~" •••'::r .... , ..,,~: Of'!'\;. ~" '. -,.. ;" .• '4 .... "'. ,~•• -,' . ,', • .."" 	 •

ent't'n'at vt'he 'max~mum 'a1RO'tmt' o£'DM ]~'5!b<Jn];:tGtt ,w,~\'];l I",oe ~"t;nS''Iil:f:fi:;o'a:e,nt,;:
¥";;"j"; ,f'--""~. ~:.,,·~t.. 'f.~,.". "".' 1 ...,·..'.,.,:" .....{'.,..l "~,.r' ,.... -,.:).; ~ ..,. ;_~,'.j"', '. , .. ',~ ") ..''0;

,-t al"1 a::tmS'l.n "fun ,'"the "A1J!iecl"Gover'nmerLts, ",wo.u'ld:)';be,:.rtf:e6a,e~"to ur . 
~,c:£ ,,_ '~'l'la;efdrr"~ft6nl tti~ l),M d]>:rSbf'l ];j;ion\'Norr;;a.1'~./"'Oaite:g,or.i~;;a~·r!bf ~f.\j' , 

,;i":p§y~~~~'~; ,.. ""t'iq6:;~~e d ,~y ~:~n~.:'8:.''1; ~l:e~en,t"o:Oriv~lit~;ptt'~8ln~;:i.~~:t:~:sp'~'o:OfJiaa,+J?lf;r()..
)'~c9riseRte<r~;:t'lQ:;';'f. ",»"'fit:t's'h' l:i'lidt:Frert6Jf~'eB]16a;gu('fl:i;·~al,B'o;;gai;v;e~1le.:l!:preS)st:en 
'(.L&t'!t{h9"f~b'~rj}~~lt: i;'We'Ltr .. S:f\prd:po~at.J,Vi'as tan:;"e\iQel;.lienti'i\;;s(j];,trtj,Yon.~ioflthis 
\~"\iilflBi;h~1fp}db ilia 'l'All1£e:d.";Gov~rnm~rit':;i:found themselves60,nfronted with.· 

, 	 , 
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,Proposed Letter from the German FederalGoverD:mentth;~;th'~i;"th:rE!~~tEmbassies <, . 

~, . '. -, ~ ,( 

. Enolosure to Despatbl:l;i"'> 

~j~~,,~,.~~:~,~:~~~~~;~~,~,', B0N~::,; 

Ji\.+:~·::R£~":~e~},'~:;' ,:, .{'~{ 

R~1;t,"~;~~.J!!+:~,.~.,.Jt!i~1:;;gQ.~~i~J~p.'±ifg1)i,the Sett lament of Monetary!{esti tu tion 
Liab:lli ties of the German Reich and Comparable Legal Entities 
(Feder~l Rest;l.tution Law) . 

.,' . ,'. . ,,' . 

On the oasis of the re.oorda available to the Federal Ministry of 
',Finanoe i.t carl be aasumeci with sufficient oertaintythat the satisfaction,' 
of a,11 claims arising within the territory of' the three former western '. 
Zones ;.. inohidingthe newly established restitution claims for damages 
arising in the fOrInEE[.. French Zone - will not require an amount materially 

. exceeding DM,800 million and .that in any event an amount of DM 1 billion 
will .not b'~~:eaahed •..· Acoordingly, "an amount .of DM B®O million; if not more,. 
wouI'd l;iel~.:ft :f6r claims arising in Berlin. Intlie., field of. compensation . 
le.giebftionYthas turrted out 'that the oOIDpensa,tion claims inBerl~n are 
appr,oximately 25 to.·~3% of the :tbtal.nilmber ofcompellsatioI),Gdaims. If' one' 
a'ppliie's' th.e . saine proportiont 0 the~esti tution .claims, the amountavaiHible' 
'for" B;erli'n ;'oi'prooa:Dlyat least. DM .500 million would thereforea:lisoin . 
Berlin Buffioefortheful1 satisfaotion of all claims coming wfthin the. 
purvie·w of tlied:taft law. But' even if the total amount ofDM 1. 5 billion 
woui.d be' exoeede'a.'; this would not result in' any substantia1 curt&ilment of 
payrp.ents on alaims already oovered by existing restltutionlegisla'tiori. 
Ac*6rding to the draft law all claims 'up to :OM 10,000 will in,:anyeven;li 
b.e . satisfied in full.' Regarding claimsexceedingtlie amQtmt of'DMlO,OOO 

it istheconsideredopinionofthe Federal Governme'ntthat alsothe~ei· 

clainisoan possibly be fully satisfied and" if not.;atth:ele~st oan be 

satisfied up'to 60% of the amounts awarded.' ' 


Apart from the foregoing; tJ:ie':;;Fe'dei~'Ei:GfGb'vernmentisof>the opinion 

that the draft law fully meets' the 'requ±remEmts'6t:,Ar,'t'j,cle·f'6f' Chapt'et 

Threao! on the Settlement of Mat:t'efs'.'Arfsing'Qut (if 'the 

the Ocoupation and is in every respee't: ±n~oo6rd'an::d& with' said· 

RG 5«--......,}----
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Box I 0,:;;' ,I 

the' Convention 

War and 

Convention. 




'.:,. .'~:'. -: ..6.. 

I 
1 
'I 

Th,a 'jU!r:f~mEla ~S(t~!t~'s~:I'&ov~r'nmeift' ~a:pprffe'J.El;tliJ$') ''t-H'e~lad~:i1r'8~i:b :I!'~l:th e;,: ' 
,Fe"dera1 ·d(fv~~k'lfome~ijt';~~·t"6:itpiro\i':jqa;87 Xf Or) l,the:i'l:F§a;t;~Iil;fi3;o,t'tiGn:;'\(r.t:1fm()ne'!t~arY" " 
~estitut10,nol'aims,aga1n8,t :the German Reion, on ,aa broa<i a basis 
as P9s~iblEi 'I:t~d "to/!j.coord equa.l treatm$nt t'oa:Llp,erseo1i"t;,ees whose 

Qg~,~\!,~,;,~,l,~':,,:·
" ~'tJ.. ,'"., ~ .,. .-" _" ,'" .. •~,n'J"i:'_~, ':;j,. :):'~";- ,~: 

~H ~r, ~+J,~\t;f.:t).:~>~Y: :;L:.;.t. j.{:c .,,,,"j >,;"i ~", ;.~(i; t~ ,'," ,..,: I " 

, , , ",ifH" ',?';'i&e'~a-r,di~,~ ~j'h~: , 9:1.,\!~B·;t:}\Qnllwli;~,tb.Ji:r 'J~,h~; :.4,i~(t: ~J;"B:~;';:i;n ;:~Jh,er:::Iie ~f2,~~~,~:::,,:~ ii'" " 

~:,fli:~f,l~;lJ;:'Y:"~Q,q~Jl;:,~,~;9n,,,t~ ,!:l;~i!h:4r,;i(,~q:1:~;.;.4{q,f~&.h,~p,,~,~:~} ;·~Jt,r~!~.ll:qi i.,\tI!~*;, nv;,e}h:E0~ on ' 
,q,,!,l:,~~~e ~:~,~,t1t;t.~~e.}.tit r,q,f;1'~~,t i;~,~;;S ~,A.~J. ~~~:n:tF,~~t;!.~J~l:1(~1t"~l tYl:"l'tt~?4'''i~}:G~'.\ IJ!~~i>~e.!Jir: .' 
, tA;~!,·;iWft:i;:t ~,4, .;;S i;~~,~,~ ~;;~~q5~~~p~At~Jn ~n;;~~~~L~n:~e,:,:f,;e:,t,It, ;i~.r, ~11R:~I,ttk>~~~:~~R~~k .;~Il: ~~\''!i';f: 
~h.~J3 ,;ti~,?-:ffi,e,,~~~<;; :~';'+l~r;P'i.:~~,,~~~s,J{t~+, tz;*§n~l"~1~~1~P1;:':11" " ,i,;~8 " ' '4~ '~"~c;~<?t~;:~~,:c ~'::i:' 
{~;i·:j~~;,:~l9.~I~~~!1i}~:~i~:f~~~tf~~;~~~h~'tno~Q~rs~~~~'~~'a:tf'~; .. thr ',~\~~,;r~t~~~I::.:" " 
i~::~1qh,l~~,~:d'~-'!: V,~,:p, i ..,J:"", <ti',; '"','" ~,"'''''';;/h;;:f' 1- ",.~ "J:t ';:;;r "?,,tj,"lZ"ct~;;:, ,;:,;t:tl ' 
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201 West 92nd Street 
New York 25" New York 

~: l' ~'" 
" .; " ,';. ' 

" '>
',', 	 ;;;... :'\ ,;', 3.:::: x;,;~ 

June: 15·,' 1936 
. \\), 	 '" .', -,' ",,: ,,';,J, \ '" ',",i' .1 

'i ';',"Referenee: ~. ,1ndemnifact.1ion: Case' ;'.' 
'./. ~..:"Case T:1itilie:: ~HenrY'iJeret \,:·\Citizen.:.' t: 

",.' 

File #37029' filed in ,Trier.:, Germany 


.~:';.';.~( ~VC4.'U \r";':"i,~"',' . ',~"~';",, . ',:.." ~..,:,~: ,,:;::' :,'}, 	 ~ 
(D .,....0ff.~ce:il\of Germanj Affa1'rs;'i~; 


Bepa:rtment· €If State .. 
 ~ 
(I)Wash1ngton'25, D.C. . p. .. 

.Dear Sir: 	 / ..," 

'C+ 
o. 

. -".. 
The U.S .. Federal AttQrney,1n New 

, 

York C1ty d1rect.ed me to your '0 
off.ice,j .eQAber.n1ng:,;·my;.:,c(!lmpla1ntf::'again~,t>:,Germ~nl·>tactifCQS of d1s- .... 

. cr1minat1:on;.i,reter:r1ng~'7to;i\ther.,lndemn1f1:caPdoni'aws 0 . ermany. .~ 
..' ,"!'~,~',~{;.>.r:; (, . 	 ., 

1. 	 Accord1ng to the German Law I was supposed to rece1ve.'" 
150Lma.rks(Jpe~~.rnent}:it.forthe,·.siav~ wor.k I:)cUd 1n different ". I 

fGrcedr,laborr:a.md"l: gencen~tl'at16n:i, campSi}wBeweVer, I recelved ...... 
on3;yt75~::;o~f;·hallif·r .the"amGun,tuduehme1f~;i:" file reason for th1s. ~.S\:cn" 
1·!:was'Lnot,j,::tnGe~nyC;\ lnDJanuary,' of;1947. . I slaved as much I,.
for Germany as '. the ether. fellow. who was 1n, Germany. in 'il) 
Ja.nua,~y of:194ll::'''IJ'~eerfi.that., 1G:a.:ntinen~t1tled to at least the' . 

.. 150 markEn'per m(i)nth~.waj~hb1il·\t h.aiVlng~:i been 1nGermany on a. 
speh1',f'1'e:::,'da.,te.. .:.. '~(.' ."i': :,' > •.~. ", ~ ::.: 

2. I am"alsone>t be1ng refunded for any loss of personal . 
property andforthe1nterruptlon ofst\ldles because .1 am 

, cons1dered a .Cent;ral European Jew. '. 
. . 

A German: sentry kIlo.cked out several of my teeth,wh1chtoday
requ1res extens1ve" dental work' and money to 'which theQ·er.mans 
don I t pay any attent1on, as far' as 1ndemn1ty1Rgme1.i{'c6h~ .' 
cerned. Although I enclosed'a &tat{ement trom a Dentist cert1;-,. " 

. fy1ng to 1ts urgency bec'ause the· Germans negleoted 1t for . . I ';ftC/R 
I ' several years. 	 e 

. 	 "b! .b ~ J\naL---- ~1 am tak1ng the ·11berty of ask1ng the State Department to see~..... ~.·,.1 Eev__ ~t that the follow1ng Cictie>n'.should 1nunedlately be taken: 	 . ,," 
. ., " 

. '~."
\ Cd- U 	 ~. , 

.-.....--...~-~"~ r 	 \( 

c:.. 

: ~I
(J'l 
01 

339.166 

"\~ 
.':0' 

http:d1rect.ed


, ' • (> 

2 ­

,,!' 

. .' "·,'c·.h_,-'~J; ," ,; :". .'-~<lt'P. ' 1 ,'. ",',
That the German Governmen,t shouldbe'J<ma:de'to':payal:l legiti­
,mate claims without further discrimination and torture,. 

An interest of 6% starting as of May 5, 1945" should 'be 
added' to all cases thata;re not solved with!!')' a:t-easonable . 
period of time, aslt is alre~dy eleven yearssihoeGermany
"lost,·the war. ' 
'" r ',' . ,­

.' " 

. .; ~ 
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ARTHUR VANOUS 
NEW YORK 21. N. Y. 

June 13, 

thank'you very' much fer your kind 'letter OfMa.~r 
and ,I snould':;'like to·· inform. . you that meanwhile," I have 'n·,,"QJI'!.AiJ 

copy' 'of ,the'reportprepru:ed' by the Gerinap,Aussohass' ,,"'CL''''''-'-' 

.na:ve' ,.studil:ei'Jd:i(~h"Qsec,l'i ia1'r.1:un~n 
. in this rep0rt Whic}ldeal.:'with:'the eomp.erfsa:td.on,~;ot'n 

most interested·. The"4uss 
9.:'-eompmson of the new draft "with 

the wording has been almost,:entireiy " 
in paragraphs 160 :to' l68d".........."".r::. 

withnon~Germ@Vict1~, is negligible. .' '.. " ' 

~ 
c, 

. ,"i
c' 

1against' non-German Nazi victims,' ha.s . n'ot 
been. elfmtris:te<(t .~ AI1 'the ,new ,draft6ftne pro.po~sed 1a)/';., ~or;, . '0 
has the ,'LA,~i~~eJ::luss1fabando;rldedtlle p+incipl:e.,ofterritory ", '., 0 
(13en;(t9r(a4fta~.tsp,rfnzip,)as,a.,criteri,on':f'ore.~ar<!;ng f~+ co. ~,' 
pensat:ton,"tho:u.gh such acriter,li.onviolates the'pe~ce. tcreaties .... 
The vi.olated pprticms,readas .follqws:",. ..... " .... uJ' , 

. .Cha~:e~· Four bf the Convelf~ion ofr'theSettlemen~ of:,: . ~ 
etc. . '.' . ... 

Par:. 1.' ",The Federal Republic acknowledg~sthe ~bligatiolOJ 
assure ·in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 2 and 01 

. 3 of this Chapter adequate cempensation to persons persecuted m 
race, faith or ideolgy, who 

thereby have suffered damage to life, iimb,health, liberty, 
or economic prospects (excluding 

identifiable property subject to restitution) •.,Furthermor ~.. eQ. II 
that the effective and exped;i. tious processi~,

determination'and.satisfaction of claims for compensat=i:on in thi 
field shall be assured without discrimination against greups 

.t-' 

The vio4-ation of thes? regulation by the prOP?se~nt·. 
cannot b.ela.eve that the Government ;)of Jih' .nited . 

flagrant violation of the p.3S. , ~ 
. . . I-'" . 

to· inform me ~ he' ~ 
so add that I greatly ~ 
the Nazi victims. 

. ~. 

. sincerely you7/f;r~.'. . ""':'" .. A.// !. ~ 
~~~~'. . . .,// z-4 . ' .. 

. Arthur Vanoua . ..f... 
.~ 

'4 
f' 

_5_1~_ 
Entryc6F·I((S-~-.s~t 3 3 91 [-<'0 :. .

2' ,. ,otJC#-., , I ;, .' 

I () .';f~' 

., 

, . .' 
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. 

, . 316 EAST 71sT STREET' 

Mr. Juds.on,_C.,",Jon~s .", 
Office 'o:fGerin~ A:tfairs 
B~rea.u oft EtifG'pean, AffB.irs 
Department of State 
Washington ' 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

I 

I 	 a
Fregen der-;W:i(ed:er~tm,achung:;~ I 

Nazi.victl.ms" in :,whicb I am 

worked hard; as 

one will show'; 

but any m~t'erial" improv'ement _ 


, 'Discr'imna.~ibri .. 

Matters Arisa.ng out, of the War, 

.' 

to 


':for their pelitical convictions, 

property, their possessions 

. Par~ 2 (d) tt 

or classes of persecuted persons. tI 
, .' 

law 1.s. e.v... iden.t.'. I 
stat~ti,¥ill agree to such a 

.treaties'~ . . 
. I should. be very grateful 

. point-of-:-view of your departm 
appreciate your interest in 

RG 

File 
. i Box 

~i· .. 

http:Arisa.ng
http:Nazi.victl.ms


can be O~! 
I 

whether or not these 
authorized to do business in the United States. 

Very truly yours, 

GREENBLATT, FALLON & KAPLAN, 

By~:
Hyman J., Flie~ 

, ~ ~ 
~. 

o 
(j) 
......... 

" 

339.171', 

.' ... 

~'H£RBERT TE:NZE:R TENZER,GREENBLATT,FALLON'&KAPLAN ':U 
LOUIS GREENBLATT =.• ,141

QNATHANIEL R. KAPLAN COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

fooI£RBE:RT BERMAN 


285 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
HYMAN J. Fl..IEt3EI.. TELE:PHONE , 


HENRY ZEI..TNER 
 I.E:XiNGTON 2'4560 

. O~Nle:L R, KAPLAN CABI.!': AOORE:SS 

. P'RE,:OE,:RICK A. LIND 'TENGRAN NEW YORK'December 4, 1956 

The Office of the Legal Adviser 

Department of State ' 

Washington 25, D. C. 


'Re: Claim #31773 against Merck"Finck & company~p=,~~, ~ ~ g
Berlin, Germany, for $20,759. and interest : ~ m, 

and Claim #34583 against Commerz und ~ ~ 
Privatijank, Berlin, ~~i, in the sum I\) ~ 
of $10,,110. plus interest " 0' ~ 

. ' ) ~ 
I\)Dear Sir: ~• ," 

" We re,Present Mrs. Rachel Nash, formerly Ruchel Nachtgeistg : 
who has filed the above claims with the office of'Alien ,I) 

Property at Washington 2~L D. c. ~-- ... 
~ 

Since both of the above banks are insolvent, we do n9t ,"~' 
expect full payment', thereof. However we are now inquiring:, ' -. , 
as to the possibility of instituting restitution or indemn:l,:/i-I\) ~' 

l 
, 

cation proceedings in Germany regarding the above claims a~ I.!..:."" 
~""i.. j hav.e been advised by the Department of Justice to communicate ~~ '" r' ,with you. ,Please advise whether such proceedings

instituted. ' ' 

Can you also please advise us 

debtors are 


TENZER, 

HJF:pkr. 

~+ 
£ 1//1: bG/?I(p J;;,4: '-P~: ~",,~ 

«> 

.... I 

~'.,
','~',!i, • 

----::;;;;,;.:;::::::;:::.::=:;::;\ 
DECLASSifIED 

AvLic,ily ~ 1fq'1 OO~ . 

eY~htARA o;~hllf. t, 
..........w.n- • _ ,... I':" 
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POUCH 

The Federal Law conoerning the Settlement of Monetary Restitution 
Li a b i 1~jp~j;·e§:;'li::Q;;fi.tlt~£ge;~!Ila;If Ratdh.,.an9:: :\30imi:la,'r 81e g al;ll);n, t:h;t :1:~s :::Q:£ i,J:'I1'l;,Ytit¥9~, 
1~5'l.;:'.(bs~or t;l;¢. ~~~:a·l~J.e <foth:e: dlt ~e;de,raI' , Reisf~1;t-q t:!:'9n tL9, wIt, ;n:~a $> tp :t;o;m\:J,J..ga~J~iQ; , (il.~V ' 
J uiJ:y>x,2,;,! j 19~)\']." f~liSG'ra:l yLaw.· e;(}'S'z'e t·te r ,:Par. t· I i: ,:,L,S'S;1lli8, IN 0":, r'lCf;'~:p;agei:ta33). ' 
It) ~'e'1i;te:r,ed; ~iirl to tf0xC1e,~0~ Jtil"Jt :!.liSl·'l ;:1957eal?-d:::±:;; ;:rap pl\~eab'1.e cl:t:l.' ,f~h;e ~Ept~~:t4~.~;, 
tniEli j~~ei¢e.~Sll'l! R'Efp11tM::!l.iO', e'ex>oep'~rd~he r;S,aa:eland). anddN:e·at Berlin (hereina!t~r 
called'UWestGer:manytl) .. It is des.igned to carry ou.t, the undertaking 
gl.ven oy: iitn'e;·j]!Efiera]:<ldl.ep,1il:l;l i<0 in ;I\I'Ar.~bHe 1'4 ::;0. .f;VChap ter Three of the ' 
Sett:lel1!e~t 09nvention. " Copies ,of,the German text· of ~the Law ,and "of, , 
c,Ln English i:rarial!at':l. on :2..p~e·parE?di/by.. ,:,th e,iC liaiIli. iii (:f}~IIi"e·r,e'la'ce, ee.r..e'i':'tl:r.an ~1R:ii;lt.rSl,d . 
h'~rewi th. ~: ~~)~;.j.. ;r.~. ft"~ ..t " n:~~" 

S~pI> 1em~nti:ngythe BrEi. fe,r,Eln,(:}.ed ir ep.o:rt.s,,..},~h e. ~?t:Q,ll,afw±':p:g ""0,~t ~1j,~:~::E:i~~~~e . 
princ!pal ma:tter.&!' e'0VieredD,;yi:!llt:he,x:lltaWirihaS.\i;;:ge ell ~;p;fepared by the .;JFI!iil;>,~~)~yi, /, 
to assist the Department in. answering .inquiries from:'intereste"'!- ,p(i!i.rties:'~ 

, !~ ... " ~~:,·«it-;·t ::..~#.[:y ~"r"l~1 T;~:., t " ~~,(":~.: :;,L £I.~i.:I:i~· '1i:~j.,sj\ ~~g' ~,}:~' '£Ol~'ltH~~, ~':, ~r 
. Ao '. Claims C0vered(;~;.>. L"~' 

.,.. :." 

"": . 

':, i''''''' 

Enolosure to{;~&< 
t o~"arded wh~ " . 
:rece!ved in RM: 
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,.," , 

.. 

(6) ·,the,NSDAP,:i.tl? 
, and. the 

,.. ,,(7) ... the :Reioh'Aasoci~tion ;,of Jews 

. (8)'" 

Mons.tary restitution claims 
legi~~~.~1(l)!l.:,.fo,~:;::~h,l:Lp~Y:!llE3.P.t 
which arise ffom unlawful 
confiscat~0ns.;,eto,) :;'by'onS",of:: the.;,entities listed above of tangible 
or:. intangible. property which at; the time of the taking was 
w.i thin the meaning of restitution legislation but which oannot be 
res,ti tuted' beC!lause:J:!)f'.,loss,.damage' or 

Typioal examples of takings giving rise to 
claim~.:' seizure;forcei' sal.e: eJr 
jewelry; 
Regulation to 
oolleotion,ofrentsdrom oonfiscated. real 
.~., ... " ,.-'.'. ".." ...."""'... ".. 

," , - ­ ' . ;',':J.i, 

:-:'~':~'h~':Federai Restitution ,Law applies only 

" 

(2) 

legislation, 

a. 

b. 

."' 

339175 
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formations tdts,.·affiliated.associa;tions . 
0 ther .. die.lolvei NS-organizations; .':'1::',.' 

. ~ , , i, " "..':~:' 

in ,Ge~m~ny;' ; 
,'. ,:. .: ~. ;;;' . . .:",' 

the Emigrat!o.n Fund of Bohemia and Moravia:. 1, 

are olaims under th;e rest!tution 
of a Reichsmark amount o,r of damages 

talAngs (transfers under duress, seizures, 

"identifiable" 

deterioration.' 

monetary restitution 
compulsory delivery. of securiUesor 

fQrfei:ture by operation of law (Eleventh Implementing . 
the Reich Citizenship Law) of Reichsmark credit balances; 

estate. ! 
, .. 

to 

(]:) '. Cla.:i.~·;::within the p~"iew ::of' Miii tary Gov~rnment ·restitution 
and "",' " , ' .. ' . ,·.1:, 

monetary restitution "c.laims newlY'~crea ted:by .the;provisions ' 
of the Federai Rest'itut;[onLawtf~'e.a" ',!, "', "';;"~ 

. ": :.i ..... ,.. ! 

monetary restitution claims arising in the former 
French ..Zo!j.e, 

. " .~' 

claims for housek6~d effects in transit (lift~an~) 
confiscated in non-German European places, provided 
that the claimantls. a.persecutee who:emigrated from 
West Germany and,imni'edlately prior to' emigration' had,. 
his domicile or residence in.West Ger~any (Arti~le 13). 

, 
The provisions of the Law permit, in'effect, thrE!e new 'categories 

of alai-msto' be asae'rted •.. _.... 
, .'., " ,. .\:: fI' .. ".' -J . 

. . 

',Thefirstand:secand·category. aile described above in Seotion,,'A, 
fourth paragraph, .Bub-paragraph (2), 'as. '.'newly ore,ated".·. 
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! :, ::J,{, ~;Q,e:;,~th:i l}~~:qa;te~9rYJ"t, w.h~~~n~t::,l'ne:wly". cre.a t~'~.!'i:' ;{ilnJa .,:1'egal: sens e , 
i-1i~, \~~11;<.fpr ea~ile~~c Ucea';;~.~po.a.e lib.;) ,!·3i~}$.ela t:e;s:, "to .•p~opemy.:; ;S'&i:;,ze.d 
I~OIltfrp;~llSeout a,,~s:::bN'· i'.t!ihe-;itR~i:.'Chl ..ou;uJde:~West:~e~~a.nq"., 'fo·~(:in6 tance:"in:" 
F.r:a.Q~!'f9r;(;(n~J.;,.a.il~l;;,••'can&;r~emo,vied;;;tQ,\~WE!'S t, ::GerJllany oit .. Eas~t' B:sl" ltn... The' 
~l\iW;;4}J"O.iV!a.d;~~ftJ~~~l 5));:··:that::t:t. 1ill:s;;p~a.·oe; ~~n~."W.est;...Ge:rmany to which 
suoh property was brought is unknown, the registration and restitution 
agenci:~~ i'i~j.(W·s·~\t., ·B;eI"l.i'p; 's'harl'l'.flave, Jj-g.riscdiotion':vii thre'gard·"to!:, .. ' :: 
o;otlllf.ens;dion (ol'~ims:,,&r·suq~p~,opsrty.•. - ,.' ..... ;;;,f; 
s.~i~:i,(}.n I ..f."<, ~ :r:,'~l 'f '".. '~ .-: ," .... ' :':L"' ':':'. )'... ,., ;). . '. 

C:a H1 r~,S t:r;a.;,t i'9E'. Ci.f"C laim'8 ';, _,t'<.. \: ': 

vJ,pr"i"'~;~~?~~~t';~~~'~~~' of m~:~eta.ri resti tutionclaims is required in 
all casess:;.Wih:~:re;,':" ' " '.;. , , , .' 


~.;.+:·-\r;i~~;r;,,~t"~·~C~~· ~:l'l>"'~'" ·:4.;,f,/.;::"~~:.' '~": ~.~':,~-' , '.! t: :"';"'~" R;" .~'", .'; .," "; _.' .-:.~.:.> :' ":,'. ,~,. "
.J, "; 

'::·?f;~!(~j';,r'~uoh·H:oia.-:i:m .has no,t:bl:len timely.and:,.,prope.rly filed under 

existing ~es~itution legislation, or 


,F'~,!;~,~~}.<~,~~. ~-<.":.' ' 

T2'r"'/i"timely and properly filed claim was finally rejected, 
, '" :,' wJ~l;~ll,::'pr,,::!~.!:V:El~·~ .. ,~' 

Cut-off datell. for'~_~tb&:· r,':;.~~· {',:-, ~:>'~. ", 

'filing of olaims'"r". 'r.;" .,' t·,·tApril\: :1·., J,l~l-5B 'c" 1.",:


-,. ~ .' , 

Registra;ion Asen;c~eal ir~.)\' t'~~~r'u:'~';. zone::~ verwal'tungS~~~'~~er 
.. innare Restitutionen, Aussenstelle 

r.l ,,:Mu'9,nch-e!l, .De-roys.traase, 4, ~uen:ehen2·. 
• 

. 

,:.~._t.;..".., 
'.. , L , 

~:('::., 

... ,(, 2,),~:;·.;t~;m:"'''e''··r···' .~·'r·'1'.t/s:'h""i, "Z·"':n'e'., ~'- ~'~~'a>~:-t":'T\:g::·s··'a."m':~t:'.; 
' ..... :tfJ:... ,. ;p • .,. , ... ""';;' .:¥ "''''',,'' .Ii ....... 


17. '.Os., S.t&-dthagSl!lit;" .,', :. '(~{' '. ';,0'" ":,';' r 
<; c'. <\ ':., :. t. -;".( ",'"i-•• ::::?' ~~; ...~.~ ": .'" "'; ;', 

iI,/,( ;\) ;,'; ;,: :6,,[11p :'.' .' HauPlt tre.uhaender, fuer',Rueck­
,.,,' il,;,;' e:rs:t,a~ttUl'l'&'~,:ve~mo8getl:;·': N.ue-rnbergerstrasse 

53-55, Berlin W 30 • 

.:~·:(4 {:';:fto~~~r: ir:neh,: .z~ne: '. tC'l~1ms\ m~~'~ 'be~" 
<, '; .. "assert.eli-' by,,,t<he 'fil~ng. oi\ suit· with the . 

.' ... ','. Restltu'tion>Ch:amber' of,' ·the,a.ppropriate 
.:.- Landg.er;ioht:./ ., '.: 

' ....': ',;. ~ 

Claims aho.ulii be: filed wi,th:,that registration agencY:'.G~ 
restitution chambe.rin·whc)'se< d1stri·ot·, the' property, was lo·'ca:.ve'd 
the time of the :oonfiffc.at-ioh ~orin,to whos's .dis,trio:t: it was·ta.ken 
after its confisoe.:tion•.cln;,.thecaa8:o£l household effects in tra.nsi t 
confiscated outside West Germany the oonfiscation is deemed 
occurred at the plaoe where the persecutee had his domicile 
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•• 

t: . 

. ,r 

D • 

Com.Ru~t1on pf'Amounts./" (1) . tfi.¥.:l..t t~.t"!·I'!~" .;.;: ,,;,.':~9 ~ ',,;·fl! 1;'(2 .> "','.\ ,r ""'~:"r';.~ 'J":"Y,.J::·.'1c 

a. 	 Claims for the payment Ofjllff,lRe:1ofi~ U'OutJ'alf$ ~J,~L~':nL 
cc)hye:r,-ted at the l':a.te of 1011 into DM" ,25 pSl'Qsnt
¥fii tbe.~oa1i4edtfa.'5~Qrue'd \"In'Hr~t~-te"~tie ]):M-~uDt .~.~..

\ 	 arr1V'~, at. ~'" ~;~, ::. t~i '~·D\.:r~~~ 't, }': ') :.'~ ,:; :'~,"':l :,1. ~~~;):~ t '" 
\-', 

... ~ I,
~f"', \ . ­

II?\H! " ' 

/i ri J. 


'\ ~ 	 <,Q '" 

•..•: .'. 1" .. , 
r,,"', ,-,,', 	 ~,r· ~< ." .. 
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. '.. 

.. 

. ,-,. 
{:.:, .~. :··.:.·'1.';.:ha.' 

... .. 
e 'Ao" 

that Law 

) 

ltalanoe will be paid in full or 
be proportiGnately reduoed. wlll 
depend on whether the &mount 
of DM 1.5 billion is suffioient 
to allow tQll satisfaction. 

31,1962- 4 peroent annual interest sinoe 
April It 1956, provided that this 

. .·9an be paid within the oeiling 
46' of DM 1.5 billion. . 

the ne.w17 oreated olaims as 
prooessed in aceordUloe with the provisions 

of the applioable Military Government restitution legislation. 
the effeotive 

to be adjusted in harmon7 with the proviSions of 
claim has been established under the prooedures of 

the restitution legislation, ita"'amoe.t1s 8ssessed bY' the Oberfinanz­

~'. 

... ·. .....;.· ;:t:.s.·~"r: I'~i~.·~.;ci,a~~;~));~.;~.~.~.·. ':..... ';lilc.';:~.:·:~O:~~1Ul
i&iC!~!@l1'Oli:::tib;~;.·;~9~~~rO~ 'oi~\~~~, >.){" ' 
. t's"'L8w' apjIT,""1ilui"'OeneI'it'sprovlt'Ei'a"'" .' 
shalL be added to the wunt to ltepa1d• 

;:':i~AA. ", ~;:S,t;Y'iDg8 Aoootmta Law ill . 
·as'· . .,on rate to. a ratio of 

/:'~~'''''~''''~.;',,~::·:·:d~'; lt~~~:~"'~~':'>1;{ ,"b:-:',' ::u.i:: ";I' 

:, \~' 'ir~)!::;rW&J~~91i~:a,~'~: " 

Tim~ and method. payment is to be made in aooordanoe 

with the folt.w!ng,; sohedule z . 


Unt.il Ap'1-il 1, i959 ',;. l.i1/ 
ito';;lfJi'ii2d';obd, of the total 

amount ElIIa.rded to eaoh olaimant. 
:.Ii?\, 

·.til April 1, 1960 -11P to 50 percent of the total 
&mount.· ·.IUrd.&d .to.. , saQh.c laiman t • 

, :.,I.~ ,\, 11:,:. .,: J ~.: ••• ~ ,'\. ,,:,' " ,', ;.. " 

Unt1:l April 1, 1962 ..; the wi~ila ·~ianoel.;:of"th8 total 
amount awarded, whether this 

. : T'..... 

~". ':-:::d , 

Until Deoember 
. ".1lI> 

... ',; :' .~' :, ":. 

~." .. ,"
'>i " " , ,i',', 

\~~ p~~~~~.'cr.~~:~~~~~es . 

. All monet~ restitution claims, 


well as the old elaims, are 


Judgments rendered or amioable settlements made prior to 
date of the Law are 
the Law. After a 

direktion•. ' 
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"'!B.e8t1tu't~,· ~". ,(~ ~:Fiod ,f'Or,·.a.ppeal 1. three months ~¥~m\ '. 
:"thfit,4:ate'of ( ~~Ei""(,f ~he"ci~~leibAfoi<;:sitx months if the",ciaifmant' 
,,:t:~'d:ae.s~~~~:~~, :-,-, :; . ,;~, J'::'~, , , : .:;' " ." 

, iI., Ad!#(i1:l";;~~~>_l~h1?:' tti.autt! " ..".'" .', ',""r ,,,,,,"!"l!~~;~!~."""IlOi. ' .. 

, ".,:' .. t, 

UNCLASSIFIJlll)
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:0::,,6 -

I, / ••: /'. , 
Page 6,.-l>espatollNq4 \~"P:9,"','~
AMEMBASSY BONN ", .::: ~, 't~ 

, August 22:. 1.951 ",~t/ .,.\ :: 
:,' ,.' -:'+!.?;'" '.~ 

... :."..'yr:,~~, 

(~> " The:'a:e~~ii:~~;~'itM, Ob~f'1nanzd1~kt1~~'mq be e.ppea.led:t;9~ the ' 
j, 

'.'?>'...~,,' ,~,1' 

'" ',' ~(r.\':; i> !fat~f"P.~.l!l~; ~,,; ~OIl,~J.>.p"l~?atic-D, be gram.ted oer~ain 
'~nt8iJ1 n&aSh'tp' '~•• "Sll'D'!!' app·1.t-C'a1::i'west 'bill :f'1~a~4 'eni;,Oli' 
.~~ April l~ 1956 wi. th thie Ol:lerfb~1"ktlon' at Frankfu'1't/M&ln 

" (i'adesv11Jrm.oegen'8 - 1mdBauabtell:U!1S) • 
. ' ,: .~' 

'~', .;'t . ~ "'.,1••:~ ':.' 
'., .. 1,;,~, ',' 

'., 

.. ' ,.. 
,.: f 

~ ,~ • t'·1.:'1<"'-~ 
.. , 

.;" Elii'm "0 tShauglmeaal'" ' 

',' Er£il~.~.~: . " . " ; Oo-..eloi: of·i Edtllaa_

"*, "<;,'!.~:. " : I ',',",., "':'0 1: /. ';'~I'-:') :"~(;) '~: ~~ ~f ..~. 

:'" <" 1 • .J "Thi'ee c.Pplaa of Eng1.1ah 

tn.alatiea af :re~


" ", : iil~....tfiutitft~,..1.t.*.;;,,:,,: c'" ,:.. \ 
,', '.';'" "\~;". ,~. ".~9",;." "",' ..," ~;\'~_' '. 
, ',; ';a. ":{suM' oQ'fe:j~':~f°Gerdlait:~te:Zt


',"" ' 'tif'til;;' :~~Wfl:l';'be ,,·:ti,8:pat(j~ 
, ~~p~l"~t.ll) • 

:: ~:,.:';'}, :. ~/, : :','.. "" 'f,; ',; 

.;.. ! . 
, ; 

.... , 

. ,; " ,:. '.~ , 

POLt Mr.'Q'Shaughnessy - 1 
f1<!L, Mr. Le~er,' 6 
E/FNP, ·Mr.,Henbell'g:.\ :l:;

" 

, ..".:",. 
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WRIGHT PATMAN,TEX., CliA1RMAN 
R!l:HARD SOLL·;tofG,· MO., ' 
WiLBUR D~ MILLS, A'r<Ktt' 
AUGUSTINE B. KELurY. N. 
HENRY 00- TALLE, IOWA 
TJotOMAS B. CURTIS. MO~ 
CLARENCE E. KILBURN. N. Y. 

JOHN W. LEHMAN, 
, ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECl'OR 

.,'" 

.;:. 

JOHN SPARKMAN. ALA•• VICE CHAIRMAN 
PAUL H. DOUGLAS. IL.I.. ' 
J. W. ft'ULIIRIGKT. ARK. 
JOSItPH c. O~ MAHONItY, WYO. 
RALPH E. FLANDERS. Yr. 
ARTHUR V. WATKINS. UTAJot,FOR IMME;OIAT"EATf.eNTION . 

• ,",,'c' . .': .: '.:.' .;, '::' .. '. . . .' .:.. ,- ;- ~.:Y. '. : BARRY GOI..DWAT£R. ARIZ.. 

DEPA~T¥ENTAL R'EGULATIONS REQUiRE THAT 

AN . ANSWEROR.AC~NOWLEDGM~NT BE MADE 
ACTION 

. WITHlNTHREE DAYS 
is assigned to .' 

"'·118 
7·10·67 (See RP.1'2.4) 

Honorable John Foster Dulles 
Secretary of State 
U!S. Department of State 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. I have received the enclosed corresp~dence 


from a cons:tituent of mine, Dr. Marianne L. Simmel, 

of Chicago, Illinois. 


Will you kindly have your appropriate staff 
advise me as to whether there is any way in which our 
government can secure understanding and just disposition 
of the type of claims which are described in Dr~ Simmel's 
letter? I shall also appreciate the return of t~is 
material with your reply. 

Thank you for your consideration• 

. With best wishes, 

Faithfully yours, 

Paul H. Douglas 

. PHD/fwm/es 
encsr7~ 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS,i COLLEGE O,F MEDICINEII 

Ii 

II' Z SOUTH WOOD STIt.IlT 


CHICAGO II. ILLINOIS 

11 

DI:PARTMIINT Oil" PSYCHiATRY AprU 21. 1968 

The Honor able P.ul H. Doualaa 

Un.1ted at.te. aeriate 

••ah1naton 30, D.C. 


1 am wrlt1nl to you to call your .ttention to a ntu.tion .hich .ay ...,.it 
inv••ti,atlon and poa81ble action by' the proper asenci•• of the United st.te. 
Governaent. May 1 .-pha81ze .t tblll out..t ,that .hile 1 happen to be peraonally 
lnvolved in the apeclflc ln8ta.nc••h1ch 1., outlined in the appended Pas••, .L.!!! 
99t .aJd,na; for any &!Cia! action ln tN' bartisulv ca.. ( •• far •• 1 can t.ll 
lt 1. beyond further .ctlon lUlyway) i r.ther. I .. concerp!d about tblll ,eoKH 
PO~'cy est the nU!ber of people yho .ax be 811111arly affected. 

You will recall that dud. the AlUed occup.tion of, Gerauy after World 
War 11 a MJ'le' of 1....ere en.cted .t tblll in.ti,.tiOo of the Un.1ted Stat.. 
GoverDJMnt, la•• pertaini.. to r ••titution of property aDd. r~..u.tion tor 
1088 incurrecl by forliar Ger.1Ift citi_•••• re!u.lt ot pel'ucutlon by tblt JIltl_ 
reai... and th.t the.. la•• bee... part ot the contractual peace asr.....t bet..., 
the Unit. at.t•• ,aod the Boml ,overn-nt. Certain MOtion ot tlle_ 1... pI"OYi" 
tor p.)'IMnts io the forlllot pendan. to wiclon of the netl" of varlOU! tonu 01 
N.d per!80ution. e.a.lnearcer.tiOll ln cooc.ntr.tioo c..... .bile 1 .. DOt .... 
plet.ly f_liar .1th tbe _act wor41nc ot tbe.. proviaiOll8~ .. bNt .. I oao 
piece t .... tos.tller tho appl1cabl. OOGdit1on..... defined .. "direct c..... of 
•••th.contrlbutina to d••th or' cr••ti.. CODditlon••bieh may !la•• contributed to 
...tb.· It now appear. th.t .t l ...t in ... of t... "';'eall. "r.lliituti_ 
court... tbe.. replation. are adJIln.1l1iered ln 4lu..ard of both tbe l.tter .... ~.. 
lIPiri.t of the la., and t!lai elai_ of widon are rejected aD • .or. rilid Mal. 
thu uy Allerlcan in.uraoce ca.pany would dare to u. aDd. lIi.y io bUllin.... UIIIIIII.­
our 1.... 1 hav. no ••y of kriowi.. bow auy widow. of CODeentr.tiOl'l CtIIIp ncti_ 
are .ffected~-there .ust, b. thDu.UlCl.--DOr bow .any ot tb!.. WCMIaD baft BO ti...­
cial .upport durinc thelr old ase otber than the_ peodOU to .ld.o.Ia t», .... 
l ..ally _titled. .And .v.n lt lt ..... po.able to ipore the tloaocial .&pMt.. .. 
the fol'll in .blch auchelai., 'ar. r.Ject..._ ealcul.ted to ... in!u.lt by ,_ 
pr...nt GeI'llU lov.rnaeot to tlMt trapc lnjuri•••b$.oh ...eh people ..... recei..... 
at tile hand. of the fOl'1le.r Genu lov.rlllMnt--. 1tOV..~t "bieh i8 IlUppolledly
bei.. repudi .ted by 1 t. 8UeCIlUOl"II. 

In vi_ of the f.ct t ...t tbe United Bt.t•• GoY_.....t ... ilUl'tru.ental in 
fOl'llUl.tina tta. polid.•• r ..ar41q tile....tt.... aDd bear•• ooatiDUi........-· 
ability under tile contractual peac. &p'.__t. it wOuld ... appropri.t. t_'· 
tid. 81tuatiOll be lnv••til.ted and, if fOUDd .antina• • f.t. be .... toIrU'Cla 
correction of atMuIe'. lap..... brief outlh. of ... c.... ot til! faot .. 
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· , 	 involved in .y mother's claim following .y father's death aa a result of bi. en­
forced stay at Dachau concentration caap 1n 1938. As mentioned above, I .. not 
.s.k1ng for action in tb1s particular instance, but if the detaUs of an individual 
case may help in any phase of the more general investigation I hope you will feel 
free to use them--or refrain from doing ao--to whatever the extent ..... profitable 
to you. 1 will of course be happy to supply any _ additional- particulars at your 
request. 

Very sincerely, 

lIarianne L. 8i_l, Ph.D. 

CliDical Aa.-ate Prof...... of Payc.bolOCy 

UDlveraity of Illinoi_ 


-. Coll... of Med1cin. 

_ addre••, 	 4747 South Wood1_ .Avenue 

Chic..o 10, lUiDoi. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MemoranJum 01 Conversation 
.' 

'. l 

DATE: April 25" 1958 

SUBJECT: . Relation of Claims and Assets Legislation to ",Elossible Compensation 

for Viotims of Nazi Perseoution . 


,': '~PARTICIPANTS: 	 Nr~ .Fritz Noses, Attorney, New York, New York 

Mr. R. H. lIarlan,.GER: GEA 


/·7~.. / 	 (L~/ 
COPIES TO: 	 GER - Mr. Lisle . L..AE'fiR;:' Mr. Kearney A-M.i....""Ei!'I'Im".tl!!~Ss~yrr.,~·"'!!BI'l'I6~fihl'l"""l(f-!~~)-.1Iift 

GEA - Mr. Bray ~/C ~ Vn:-. Griffin EUR (2)
\fJ w.,. Mr. Whitehou7' H - Mr. Leahy 


I 
/rrf 

/
/ 	 MAY 3- t958 

" 

Mr. Moses called at the Department to disouss the question of the possible 
return of vested assets in oonneotion with the outstanding problem of the olaims ........
ofoertain viotims of Nazi perseoution who were neither nationals nor resident$, 

~of Germany and are thus ineligible for compensation under the German Federa],.": I ..
Indemnification Law. . . / 1\'. 

/1 01Mr •. Moses said he had just oome from a panel discussion at the annual ·l) 01meeting of the American Sooiety of International Lawyers in whioh they had 'OJdealt with theGe~n assets problem. He said that one of the argume-nts used 

against a return of assets was that based on Article 6 of the Paris!{'R~paration 

Agreement which precludes the' return of German external assets taken as ro­

paration. Mr~ Moses said that he understood it was this argument which had 
 obeen used by a number of the signatories of the Paris Reparation Agreement in (f)
protesting earlier proposals for the .return of German assetsvested,*ni.the United. ........

States'. He said he assumed that the principal objections came fro~hose eight 

countries which in the past fev years have also been endeavoring to";.\dicitsome .. 


! ,1 

"commitment from the German Government to provide compensation for victims of 	 : , 

Nazi persecution who were nationals of those countries and who did not qualify 
for compensation under present Germanilegislat:JJOiH He said that he ru:r.ther . (i' 

'::':1 
assumed that the basic reason for the. p.rotests of t.hese nat~ns~t.hei~.· ...con- . ~" cern that, the claims which they were seeking to· assart on be1lJJ. their;; 

,\l nationals might be prejudiced by ,th,e~s~age of· lJ,nited states ~ tion: for 
!\, the return of vested German assets. ; . ,. - " '\.. ,. \ . 

" . 

~ (I i &	1, il'?"'Jith thi s return in mind, Mr•. M6!:s said that .it had occur:~ to him that 
an. approach to the problem might be' foilild', wpiOh' woUld remove the basis for 
Allied protest. The approach he had ,in rid.~ would be for the 'thl.ted States to 
take the lead in calling a conference of all the interested nations for the 
purpose of settling the claims of the v,dctims of Nazi persecution who do not 
now qualify for compensation tmderGerDiatllegislation. He said that such a 
conference could lead to an agreem~:~'hich would fall within' the meaning of the 

'r 	 . Bonn· .. 
l , 
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Bonn conventions ~ith re~pect to reparation (Article 1, Ohapter 6 of the Settle­
ment Convention). If an agreement ~cre to be achieved ~hereby these Allied 
nationals ~ould be compensated for damage ~hich they may have suffered as per­
secutees, Nr. Moses said he thought that the Allies concerned ~ould not oliJ.y 
~ithdra~ their protests to United states proposals for the return of vested 
German assets, but would even support them with enthusiasm ,on the theory that 
additional funds might become available for the satisfaction of the claims of 
their nationals. 

Mr. Harlan said he had several comments on the proposal which Mr. Moses 
had outliriedwhich might help Mr. Moses see some of the problems as viewed in the 
s.tat~ Department perspective. First, to the best of t'fx. Harlan's knowledge, 
none of the comments received from the various signatories of the Paris Re-, 
paratiori Agreement concerning the relationship of United States proposals for 
the return of assets to Article 6 of the agreement had made any reference to 
the problem of compensation for victims of Nazi persecution ~ho ~ere nationals 
of the signatories concerned and ~ho ~ere not eligible for compensation under 
German legislation. In any event, the United States problem \dth respect to 
passage of legislatigFi~11'~ring a soluti,on to the problem of American damage 
claims against GermanYAou~ of World ~r II and the ~oblem of the return of 
vested German assets ws primarily a domestic one. Our international relations 
are, of course, involved, 'but the opponents of ,the bill ~ould doubtless use the 
Article 6 argument ~hether, or not' any of the signatories of the Paris Reparation
Agreement raised this question. ' " . 

With respect to claims of persons ~howere victims of Nazi persecution but 
~ho are not eligible for compensation under German la~ because of failure to 
qualify on nationality or residence grounds, the Department has conSistently 
taken the position that there is no basis for asserting that there is a legal 
obligation of the Federal Republic to compensate such persons in that the obli ­
gation for the compensation of victims of Nazi persecution ~as clearly es­
tablished in Chapter 4 of the Sett1en~nt Convention, and it is the vie~ of the 
Department of state that the German obligation there specified bas been fully 
discharged in German legislation ~hich has been adopted. The Department does 
recognize that there are ,mo~l considerations ~ith respect to the need for 
adequate compensation to such persecuted rersons and ha,s taken advantage of 
appropriate occasions to bring these moral considerations to the attention of 
representatives of the Federal Republic. It is pertinent to note, however, 
that fe~, if any, of these claimants ~ere American nationals, at the time their 
claims arose, and the Department of state has also conSistently taken the po­
sition that the tmited States Government cannot a.ssert claims against another 

:;,'ill Gov~rnmen~ on behalf of persons ~bo ~ere not American nationals at the time 
I ! '\'thell' claJ.ms a.rose. 	 ' " '" 

,;;; 
,	.9,~,,::2. H'Il~. Noses said that he bad a.l~ays thought that. the protests from the sig­

'-1- ' natorJ.es of the Paris Reparation Agreement had been based on the practical 
~"considerations of avd::1ing prejudice to the efforts of these signatories to 
r'secure compensation for their nationals ~ho ~ere not eligible under existing 	 ..., 
.....German la~s for compensation as victims of Nazi' persacution. He said also that 

he did not agree with the Department's.position that it should not assert ~. 
claims on behalf of persons ~ho were not nationals of the United States at 
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the time the claims arose, since, in this instance, there was an overriding 
consideration, viz., that these were claims arising out of the war and should 
be asserted by the coalition of Governments which won the war and which should 
be continuing to combine their'efforts in seeing that such claims were ade­
quately satisfied. ' 

Mr. Moses said he wished ~~. Harlan to understand that he did not oppose 
a return of assets and, in fact, had argued in favor of it at the panel dis­
cussion he had just left, but that the Jroposal he had outlined above was in­
tended to eliminate objections based on the fact that a return of assets would 
be in violation of Article 6 of the Paris Reparation Agreement. He noted that 
he had never agreed with the interpretation which the Secretary of State had 
given at the hearings in 1954 that Article 6 was not intended to operate in 
perpetuity. ' 

Mr. Harlan called to Mr. Moses' attention that the present Administration 
proposal did not contemplate a return of assets ner ~ and that only a partial 
monetary return was in ~ospect. He' suggested that such ,a monetary return 
could not be considered to be a return of assets to German ownership or control 
within the meaning of Article 6 of the Paris Reparation Agreement. Mr. Moses 
said he was interested to hear this argument put forwa.rd, for it is one which 
he indicated in an article which he hopes to publish soon could more effectively 
be used than the one which the Secretary used in 1954. Hr. Hoses added that 
in his article he indicates that he would also disagree with such an argument, 
however. 

, Mr. Noses thanked :Hr. Harlan for the opportunity to discuss this subject 
with him and expressed the hope that Nr. Harlan would call Mr. Noses' proposal 
to the attention of the interested persons in the Department of State. Hr. 
Harlan said he would do this. 

~ 
EUR:GER:GEA:Rlmarlan:~b:4-28-58 
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Info . 
 - 1.. ;Merrill ·.1.·.. ~·.1460 .•.• ,::0 

of st'a1Hghtner' .f. ,~McCull..ough -,'• .---,---- •.." To:~cretyRMR. 	 Kretzmann Ii .JColl~g'3.n -: . .:...---. 
, 'Mlgd~lZNO: G<= 73· 	 'Simmes I' - ,

EOR" 
Retl Dep s A-161 'i!4uni~h'4~;~&lct.ld

Reid ~ :J . I 
Parker .. I JR1ce. . .-,,--.c.;.\--
Curran I· IFoster . ·'1 . 

'1 tHall.. ..,l 
T:h1$' C.onsul· oase wh- . ft.. transpor.t,' 

lists, ofp,ropertynsa zstibReiehsleiter . 
B.osenbergare in'e!ltij3tsiiC~l in this &r~a.'; . We were. ~n£~hnedb1' . 
PrOfessor Holzinger of"theStaedel Mi.l.&ium,:t.n'hankfUri' that he· 
was present in +949 wh8:i1 the U.S·~M1litarYGoverilmEtnt in wiee":' l\) 
badentutned .overthea:rt items stored a.t. the Wiea'ba.den Qo11eot ... Q') 

.ing Point ·to the. Kessi~che:Lande8regieru.ng. Ac:cor~Il;~ to the. l\) 
pr9f~BO~, the \Viesbadli)n offipfjI' closed 'before. the Co114ii1cting .' . 
Po~t,.~ M1lniehdj;d;and lio lists were left. in 'Wi$s'baden& nor .0 ' 
.waa'there aqwhere .in .Frankfurt to which they wou14have b6!en . 0 

· eeiltoRowever•. helscertainthat .all items' turn•.d.,over 'to Germa.~ 
· authorities were ofCerman origin andt;hatthere. \v'er~ no 11,8t8 .... 
. of .JRlttranspq~ta among themo '.,' . .. "'" 

'. . ." 	 ..... 
. . PrOfessor .Holzingar .etated that .Dr.. Hoff~ in; Munichp .. ' 0 '. 

~hose of'fiee·ba~alreadybeen oontacte~ by th.Munic~ConBula~e .' 
Qeneral" wol4dbe the most likely pel"sQnto knowot' ~. such ,I\), 
1i.st8•..Hesaid1;hat as .t~a.s he knew. the ERRar,ticles wererrofu . 
fr8.noe.althou84 :~lierem.¢1t possib17 have lJeeri ,"?me f:r;-omotb.er.01 

~.' S1.~ 'C()UJltries, but, thli,t he knows ' u9thingabou1s them... ". . Q) 

t.1ia Anoffioiaiof' .the Office· for ExterlUll; Restitu.tion in B~. i ·.~·~·HomburgSuggestedth&t i~. mi~tbepossi~le 'th~t the: lists 'h..ad ' 
z· ...~ been sent. to the. French Government and sud. 1-n such case Mlleo ::r 
~ i~RoseYallandin ~he Sen10e cl, Pr:ot80tlo11d.,s Oeu~es aOAr:t,~'CD 
... n~ Mi~flt~rede l°E.d~ca.tlCl)n Nati:,onat8 , D;rec~ondesMu.seesde . C/) . 
.~ ;;O.Franee.,; 11 Ru.e.l,Serry.er; P~:L88~t,migl:l.tkDQ. a'bou~ ,.themlO ~h.is 
.~ fA % o;Cf1ciSl.ba:liev~dlt w~s a1s()p08s~b18that/ :a1n08 records.of . 

so~e typ.prevto~sl78toria. in Oftenbaol1 aac1'been shipped. to 
Kansas 0'1111''9 that DRc11sbmight· also haT" been s~t there. 
'.he'.· ()f;t'lQ1al th(),ugh!Mr;' H.enr:f. W.d,stei.llg .fo.rmerl¥~._."~l.. ":~.:~':.Emba.tI~:r. 

· .1:n !SoDB.Dd;ght kDow.o~ this. It ~. WaldlJ'l.l.:n !iid ~hdi"d~ork' 
with' th.• ·reco:ra..sahtppe(\ .to X~as\ C~ty, ·the; D.par~e~~may .ha.ve . 
ft1e8th~twouldshow what· was dispatched to. Jta,n~"Fittrand' to 

. what addres:s it w.as. a,ent. 	 ",~c;_:-
. '0 

PERMANENT ...' .• ···;Unclasstt1ei. .. :..... . . . " '.. 
. . ,. . .~"7"'" . ' '. . '. JI~~O=~=M THIS COpy IS 

RECORD COpy. ThlSCOPY must be /t,@JiAtiift\-<ttfiM/nRcentralflles W141ftI Ciba.tI~IJEtB.ken. 
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'.2 .~ 13 Amconsul Frankfurt 

Unclassified 

. I 

. ' . , 

·c. Th~ Unl~edResti tution Organization in. Frankfurt had no 
.iu;.forma.tion othel:' than one brief page whien listed' how many. wagon- : 
~Qa.d8' of mater1;.al were .dispatched to certain townS in Germany. 

,with no. bree.kdo1fl:D; wha~s.oever on wha~. they con1;aiBedo The above 
".'. '" . ~ppe.d.i"a t~,bG the :extent to which it is possible -to ascertain 

.~hing. concerning an inventory of ERR records insofar as this 
Qf'fica·.i~. conCerned... . 	 ,,~'. ' "~" , 

: . 

BWCXE 

'-':, ...... . 

.' I • 

• 1 

: .F,' 
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:(1;;, O~4'~1-~~1SERVICE DESPATCH 

IP 

DES. NO. ~' 
TO TilE DEPARTMENT OF ",STATE. ~WASIIINGTON. 

? 

REF 

Restitution Court 

'~' 
'No'\Tember 6 J958"","~ 

, 

~.)", , DATE ' ~I"" 
NOV, '1 2. 19Sfy ­0, October 30" 19.58 EUR :GER :GEA: 

.2 t-- V 

, ,,,,, ..( ( 
·}b'/.':'~ t,..... 

~' As reported in Embassy despatch No o 313 of August 25, 1958, the third readin~ 

of the, budget took place on July 4., 1958, without any action being taken on docu-, 

ment No o 354 containing the recommendation 'of the Ways and Means Committee for the ' 


,~:;';'?dissolution of ,the Supreme Restitution Court. I\) 
; .~...' Ol 

The Embassy was at that time of the view that no further action on ,the recommen~ ~ 
, da,tion would be taken sin,ce the budget readings had been completed., HoWever, ,as • 

men,tioned in the referenced Departmentts instruction, the meeting of the Bundestag 0 
in Berlin on October 2, 1958, took steps to correct the previous error of the Bundes.,O 

V -::~I.:::"\~:!:-.f 

.. J 
", 

ta,g . in failing to rem rd a decision on the recommendation. Before proceeding, to the ~ 
regular agenda for the meeting Vice-President Schmid drew attention to this oversight, .... 
read out the proposal contained in docurrent No. 354 and put it 'immediately to a vote. " 
The hand vote was recorded, as unanimous. Trere was no discussiono ' .... 

The action on ~ctober ,2 had the effect of regularizing the ,recommendation 4 mcontained in the budget proposal'. The Federal Government will therefore have to 
tB.ke an official position on the recoinmendation. 01 

Q) 

Since the recommendation was made in the course of the conside~ation of the 
budget it can be presumed that one of its objectives was to effect a financial 
saving o The proposal may also reflect a sensitivity on the part of the Bundestag 
and the' German people to the derogation of their, sovereignty ~ the ':1,lI'8serice', in 
Oermany, of an international tribunal exercising jurisdiction :tn a leg'al fiel~ which 
is normally within' the competence of local courts 0 On the othf3';r hand' the: G'ov~rn-

, ",L.'· 

ment is undoubtedly well aware of the practical and political ':advant-a:ge op,'haying, 
restitution cases tried by mixed courts under neutral Presiden:t,:s sin:~~ the(-bulk 
of the cases involve claims by forei gners, former persecutees ,'::;.whose,-d1str1ist of ~, 
German courts in such matters might lead to situations which WOUld he embarrassing , 
to the, reputation of the Federal Republic abroado~::- ':') " 

. , • ~ j : 

l) , 

An informal inquiry at the Legal Section 'of the Foreign Office J:Qn November 6 
elicited the information that that Section was unaware that any action had been' 
taken by the Bundestag on October 2 on this matter: The initial reaction of the , 
Foreign Office spokesman was on the linea of: the. previou,s paragrapl'!:o ;Z . ~', 

~H ~ ,

~t) ~LJ ~ ~"~:",';:, 
POL:L:HCLee/r'W UNCIASSIFIED Ojfy', i/::.iI 

ACTION COpy - DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
The action office must ,return this pe~,t record copy to RM/R files ';ith an endorsement of· action taken. 

, .I~'''~ ';. ... ~' 
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, . . ' ~-'<:::~ . 

.The Embassy does not believe, therefore, that there will be any serio~~~ . 
attempt by the German Government to dissolve the Supreme Restitution Court. . ~ .. ~ 
The present proposal, howver, might afford a convenient excuse for reviewing 
the cost and salary structure of the present divisions and for considering 
possible action to accelerate the work. of the Second Division of the Court at 
Herford. 

The Embassy will keep the Department informed of any further developments. 

For the Ambassador: 

~~.~/l.~' tn' 
William,R. 'Tyler . \) 

Counselor of Embassy , , 
::> 
o 
;... 
~ .. 
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FOR DC USE ONLY
(Security Classification) 

PRIORITY:' 'I 

;, 
'I

:.;' 
" 

'I, 

. Ii
,'ji 

'.' U{S'i:JlUECT': l1~;I'l::md.eDIriif:lcation:bT' ,the' Federal Republic:.o!:Germaiiy of Rei'ltgee8 
1i ''''t~:\:,!'~ dpe~secu.teaJbyl'Reasoft,'o!Nationality;:';" , ,",' ~',C, '," !., 

,J 

• ',.. l' • " : 


",''. , ': ~. ~:" ".,' ;. 

. " 
,:...",.", 

.. ~., j1 
"iTO: ""The \':Amerloa#,Ei'i1ba8sy:;'~'~NN':'! ,':' ::, 

'I • 

~l . ., ·INFo,t~ii';·:·:'The~· 'Ame"ric4an ::COl1B1l.l.&t~~··Gen~ral, GENEVA ," ,; 

i:',RP!DiA:'_e.",~~, 


.. .........~~~:hOclom"~b&s8H':)~~".•':;;Z:~ ,'k :;r~i',Rt9~ 

,'" f'"~I, Re;fEil-en:~e':·ls"maae'::;to:de,patehesN0s). a5a~: .tpril:14;'Y"19$9, ;' 


2~7~!;Apr1l~·24~'}19J"J'i"md'.316~<Jme 29, 1959 i"en',the ai~Ve.i'jlubi!ect 

, " 

',ilrI;)M .6eneviL'Bnd!'ito,·'the"Departmentl s a~293,···June"l!Oi19$911¥/'&"'J'" . 

, : i::'Gen~va,(:repea:te~~,ift:tf:fElIibi88:f~M .s G.;.507"~ .,!JJlsrei:care';'a:ttachefl, 


~ 

I 

"'far;,E~ibaIJf~t;:SGlm:'c0pies o;f;tbiFiencloaures:te the;,Genevandeiiipa~ehe8"
!, N; ., s:l.rice~;1t::'.pp.ars:::,pos8iole:thit'~0epies :otc"'the" despatches ~e.ilj;;':were
!" m 
I ; ;;se:Rt':t~ ·.b8.S,,7:'~D~/, '''-' '.'::' , '.,e:! <:c:' ':':ui,".!', N! .. ', .'.,~ ..' ; . :':.;'(. ..,.,. ' ; ,
i 

. . ...,", .•.:: .... ,', ,.',' '. . t .' • 

! 

, '.' ,(Me~/re'cent1.f:thepepar.tmen~",~s been. informed that UNHCR Lindt 0 

.': t"~' had:,,!ni'qJj!a,e.liss~ol1:,,~th'!FGi'e~gD.~~mi&teri',von:'Brentan0;'en:this . 0 


~~~;' " , ~ Lsil1:lj§ott'?and ,tliat:;:the"tJNHOR"b81ieves~:~thittlie j'iFederal;Rij)ubJ;:tc 


f , '. ,;,,~ ','iilWndsf~U':::"ke~_me decis:ton.';cnf;th!si,matter dUring;theJ eurrentt 

'~:':,':_iitn~;~:\:$rittbe:;latter" eoimeotion :theuNHCR:hB.s'again':·'expreased his 


.~ ,~'~pe.',~:ihB.t~l't.fi~:rtYnit:e'd~,States GGvemment';"Wil:i>1Dtervene~;W::tth:ithe, .........
l" . '" 

j " .' G~rrtuilr.;';a:i1tlii)rttieilt;;:'enl(b8hil:r\;e£ ;th~: refigees whem,:thesmmeR'7.' <p 

i ';,', ';)' ,,'emsfciersbi~·!'riGt~:,neetved:'ac:ifjqu.ate'oompi!nRti0li.",The':l:1NHCR"l!iIls' ~ 

I
t :' ,;, ' ~i,"/\5i9erl :til::tfjried·;itHit :v,t.hEt ':,rob:t~Di:\haS Deen::WidercareM study in the 01 


!;, ",:' '" ~fptiP~!.{ent:;,and,:tililt';'t~~:Bepartmeit:';hoped tereach: adecisiaD om " U)
I 
1 , '~;!th~'m&tter early ,:!ihis'manth,. ' 
i 
;' • (,.\_....cJ, •• :\ ::. _,: ~. ;r:'~:' .~.:~:~'~.~.::::~'!.(.3 :,"' ,::,:" '.':; .;:.:,:~:!:~.~ ':::"'" !': .•.> 

",:l~?Jn:~\ge'tierai, [the,])epartment :,has taken theposition th8.t the 
,,'F~4era~ .~'ndeitmirioatieli .Law:, as,:;amenc:ied in 19.$6.t fulfills: the"~: " 
, obligation"undertalteil,:'byt1the 'Federal Repllblicbl!the Settlement 

, " .,. ,: " ",,'Cenvention::,andtbat'there'" is' no:'leg&!, bas!ls0!i'i'whtehi'tb±,'" : , 
r---.,..;"....;."'~" r ,"Government'. can ask tar moditicatians' of the:'GerrUnrlegislatieD~ 

I' i tiOR, ':',' It ",:'l.oDe;~:the ~~8S~ .. t.~e\'ne~artment luiSalWayBcell.'S1d.,ere.dJth8.t it,'has a 
,I'
Ii ~ .il~ ,.,' real"intere~t,in':the p1'0mpt)and i a4equate implementation o£ the 

I 
i~ .t\ne.L.p~-~~-"·'· indElIlurl.fieatifD/legis'lat:l:on and that,; ,thfs:;Gc!!:verriment continuei t,o

j, 

t 1R.V__~~~__J'. ';::!~~t=.."!~r!~~~;~~~;;;;=::~1~t~:t;nUO:8 ' 
t 
t ~ 
J; 

V~~:::lr~!uger~'~f~~""~~}'..·1nfe~t~;thatthsri~l:~ ~.~.: 
I 
i ! .",:t~f, .,·":1f" ~ 
!: 

1 
r 
t: 

F 
I! 
I'
i' 
I ' 

'1 
t 
)' 

~.' ' ~~ri~~~~:;a~~~)" . '.:" .§,t-~ 

CLEARANCES: 

+' 

~ ..~. \'}:"" 

APPROVED BY:, 

GEA - William H. ~"'..J~~ 

:Y;:Io0mS,'- Mr. MUlliken(tn' 

---'.---~:! 
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.LIMITED,,OFFICIAL USE 
, (Security Classification) 

-"1 
·likel.:Lhood<tmii'the exist1l'lg 'irldemnificatiorllegi;alation liill be.,.._g~din 
a ~~t.."~~~'~~l·Qe ._*~ ,a\rorable tothi:sg~ui(~~ per8Qri.,8nd:a~~e8 
tpat.~~h~A~RiS.~ :co.*~:m:.iIi.~~~~. ·'t~I!I~,~~..'I~l~i.:B:c~·~oil were '~. be . t¥~ 
W.hi,c~f:~~d·~~~·tt.~~~~."~~~te,.l;~t~~re~e.~+t }j~~{~llB;~ ~chacti~ri ,~uld 
ne(te.ss.a~l,.~y;e:;ti~. :~~qp;g. the,tines w1p.ch t.liElwmCRi" P:u.z'suing., 

",;", .. Ii,. 	 ~,' '"",,_;. " .. <,. '."' __', '.,:,A"t ..:_."., ./-f "'" ,': ,'", :_'~'" "'''''\.<~- .• '. '." , 

.' .'.: :The ':De a~tnientlUtsitak~n: :~1ht~· cori"id~nlti6~ 'ifut ~eiiorts whioh~certaii"."'
t(~~~··ffi:"~~~¥~~(1()Ven1m:~~~j"~4.i't~inif·to:reach·s~\~~e1Htiti"iiti'Oib8~"eCieril" -. 
Ifepu~I!i:i·"'on"·tliErquesT;1on"of mit!onal'" perseou tiorCBrul"notes that some" 'agreements 
nave already 'been" reached' '(BOnn's'D-Ui9, n;';20,'irid'n';;224J; -"'lie '1!JepartDient 
does' 'nOt'''W1sh" 'tcj'''belJ)ms''enmeslied- in" the' 'biliteral'iiegotlationi wlUclFliav8' ..... 
T;ueri"~pla~e-or--whicIi"'are-taJd:iig·'place-liCthiif' oonnectiiiili~'" 'The -Iffitiilf nave ~ 
however, made"i' certaitl' connection-'between their oWn" ciiie' ana tJiEf effortif'ot 
. tfu;I ,,(INlieR· (ll:~ndOn.ts ~B:':44@i::lui\l:s:t.< i7}' iI?59'~:'·!t':is', ~there.tore .~z:epdsed that 
uy steps wllioli· t&:Uf Qovenuu.en,~·~8.kes :ldth line .',Federal Repub11c:'·-i:n· support 
of ths. UNH(lR~·:'8IlQUldbe:'Eu:l8mt:Lal.aq,iunilateral·m";;ilature and witho.ut specific 
re£erence,to support given the UNHCRby the British and •.French.lm particular 
this should be without any implied connection between the bilateral negoti~­
ations which the' Western European countries are. carrying on with' the Federal 

. R~public.. 	 . ," 
• ,;. ~ l ' :'. '" r :~ ::'~l>. 

. . However, this 'Gove~ent does in 'fact' have' an' obligation to sUpport 
efforts Tihieh.·are' 'maae;fbY;~the UNHCR on behalf of the stateless re~gees 
who' are under :h1s ·mandate~ "The oircwnstance that' ·the· British and. French 
as former ;me'mbf)r8:}"o£-"the:1HO~ and signatories to the Settlement Convention 
hB.ve suppOrted' ,the 'tJNsCR1s.efforts . lends further weight to the need for this 
G0Ve:rD.ment"tc:f't8.ke' someappr6pr:i~te";8tep. Furthermore, ths general efforts 
'which are 'bijing "made 'fti oohri~ctionwi.th the_current World Refugee Year sertre 
to pom,t up ':the' 'piOclerA '0'£ stat'elesa':retugees and make it incumbent upon 
participatihg :ccnintrtes Yt(j'm.klce .·'i speoial effort· on behalt .of these refugees • 

. , ,'" ":':_.(;': .::'':.,!,:.- <~~.~~ '.}~::~:'>'\'~:': ' 

rfc the Eml5&saY'perceive's" no :objection, it. is requested to make::a 
unilateral:·'approaeh>atan·'appropr1a.te level of the Foreign Offioe and 
express' this Government' s int~.re8t in and support for the mmCRI s negotiations 
fora 1l1lDp sum settlement in'favor of these .stateless refugess.,. It may be. . 
pointed outtbat the tmHCR' s proposal would benefit a group of persons who 

"j; .' are not otherw.tse represented: and who, as a special greup, merit the atteri... 
,. tion of GOYettmlents sUpporting the activities of the TJNHOR.· Itndght also 
I 
i 	 be. pointed out that the Federal Republic might wish to undertake such a 

gesture as part of"its efforts duririg the current World Refugee Year. It is 
left to the EmbassY't 8 discretion whether the approach should be oral or. 
whether it wOuld be. appropriate to leave an aid.e-memoire incorporating the 
above points. In addition to ·.the abeve-mentioned anclonres to the Gene:va 
despatches there is also attached ~;;/J1rI#~rN/1'I#Ya memorandum whioh has 
been prepared at the Department to furnish the. Embassy with background 
information aboutthe.UNHCR and the World Refugee Year~ It is requested that 
ths Department and the U.•S. Resident Delegation, Geneva, be informed concerning h the Embassy's action. . " .' . '. . . ...J 

L-	 . For' EmbassY'" 
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EntryC6F (t(~~; .$.--' 
File l'2.·oo~1 
Box 10 

http:unilateral:�'approaeh>atan�'appropr1a.te
http:oohri~ctionwi.th
http:G0Ve:rD.ment"tc:f't8.ke
http:French.lm
http:witho.ut
http:ll:~ndOn.ts


~ J . 

; [ 

( : ~ 

; " 

PAGE 3 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

(Security Classification) 

For ,E,mbassy LondGna Although it Was contemplated at an earlier date that 
this' problem might be referred to the Embassy at Bonn for discussions with 
the, British, ~dFrench (CA~91S,:JUl.y27) it 1s now. believed that in view 
of the consideratioDs.,outlined'above and in· view: of ,the. urgency with which 
the UNHCR VieWs, the'; ~tt.~r;, th.at itwoul,d be, inadvisable to discuss the 
matter on a tripartite' basis iltBotm. The Department recommends that 
Embassy LoDdon informally advise the Foreip. Office that it has not been 
possi'b+,!, to defer oUr approach to, theGermanssuf'fi!)iently lo~ to provide 
for furtber'discussionsot the matter. ' , ' . . . ~.' . . . . . . '. 

'" ~:, ", ' .' 

AN'NEXi- Background Zntonuatiorl' :08 'lJnc~eD.Sawd.Stateiess 'Vieti~ 'of 
'laiBi'Persecl1tiow Fall1ngl1nderthe Goileem of the United. 

latiGn8High' CoilDnissioner for Re'fugees. 

:~.. 
:-, ,', " ,'-.' :, 

DILLON, ,ACTINGEnclosurest ,. (for Embassy ·B0nn) , ' ' 

.' 1. '>Letter'froii11JNHCR{ '·t; '; ,'" 

'i ,'. '·,"dated"'2Aprill'.59.' ~., , ' 


~"; "2.' 'Aide-memoire,' . dated; , . " , " 

2 April 1959. 


3., Letter iil'OmOtfiee of UNHCR,'" 

'" 'Glated 21April'l'S9~""" ",,' ., " 


,", ,\ 4. ,', Copy of. Note from:GOvernme'nt' 

, "of tb.e'United':Kingdom, to ' ' 


',Oftice,'of,:the ,'(:JNHCR~' 


',. 'Letter"GlatedJune·29, "1959" 

frem. Office'ot tnmcR. 
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'(Security'qaisification) 

",BlCKGR0UND ,INFORMATION, ,ON t1NCOMPENSA.~ S'l'.lTELESS VICTIMS OF 
, " ,',: ',NAZIPERSECuTION ;'F:aLLINGtnJmmi' m"cONcm- OF THE ;, 

• . .': ,;.. ., ,~ '. • . ;.' .' ,,' • " I. • .' _ i 1', , .; ''.\ \,.: ~ rl • "': : .,' '\'" . •. '. .' , ': , ... :,' :' ':" ;'.~:., ( ; 

,-, mp:TED,NA~IOtJSHIQH CQ~SSIC)NEIt]l1)R~GUS' ",'" 
0> , ,~ , '. , ' • ""'. ' • , ,,,: I " I.. • . "": ':, ' . .' " ' • • 

"',-: ' .. 

'~.,,;,', ,'~ '8~~ \i' "~~s~~ni ,!~r~pe,an :t,l~:ve~~l)J~;).~~,lUciiI}g ~~~t1n1ted "t<~g4o~,:'
liave. recentl'" 'been, in ,De otiation jdththELGe:iim8Ii:.G6v8i"nmenit .at Bonn " 
~~h ';'r8.specij Y:to "l~:.:~:8;t~l:~,~#t~ 'Iti~; compeBsatlOti"ta VititinliJ 'dr' Nazi' " 

pe,rsecutlon'who are their natfonalSlD:cluding those who were non-nationals 

at ': th~,:~,~me ,of,p~r"e,~;Ilt:l,en ." Ely; gene:ral' agree~nt" i.n~en:en~i.pl?(m ,Qe.~, 

{J£.,.~a:tel~s~~qtfu~{Q~' Nazi ~p~rs~cu.tio~. ,,re,s,~d~~ton ,the.i:r, :~erri~f.l.~JI",8n.,d 


, s;1ri11ar-~ctim8 :wlie~,ey:e~,:resiCo\en~ tD.clu~g:,~~os'e·i@siaent.:!n:rf',"L::·i,h&s ' 
beelt'iatt ,.to, :the'Jhiiled "N tlomiLi~HigJ)co_.if""ner fo:tRefU'~ee~~ lia',s1mi'iar'~iDte:' "'ene((W1tli~ilie:~e:r.oanGG~<':' ;~~';tora]ij;"gsUm ~::ie'ttl~~nt, . " ,,',' ,..", . ,:rv ' "'" ,',', ",,' ..' . l'J1UIl"., , '. ',".' ' ", ',. mp ,', ,"'" , . , "c " 

in, conlpens.a~ion;t,0, tnqse ,,,;f411ing:Wider,hi~', iDarid&t,~~',' ',"'" ,', " , ,.' ,: ,\ 
• • • ," "'" ',... - _'I, •. ' ,;!," , , .: \, :, '. :..,' .. . i." ," .... ,.:; ,~. _ ' .:, , 

,.' :}.' :lJ.~d~l;\~~: i~~S;~i ~~ ~'hi~::Stajn':i~: :;1ihe}J,i~,!,' :-" :;\~~,~"rie¥A~: '~sp~n~i.b~~ . ' . 

f~r _the ;;e~9:t~c~i~,ot"i~~U.8~~,,:f~11~g'-lib4er,t. ,',~',':.~:U~";" -Article" 8"'(b)' 


, of the Statute' 'proVide.t tmitJ) :"TI1e High' CCi)msaioIl'er shiill p1"0vide for, ,_ 
the pr(!)tection of rei)1g'eesfalling :under the competence of 'his 01'£1oe 
by promoting through special agreements with governments the execution 
by, any measurescaloulated to improve the situation of refugees and to 
reduce the number requiring p1"0tection." 

Many stateless victims of N.zi persecution fall under·the High 

Commissioner's mandate 'and remain his concern 80 long as they are stateless. 

Those resident in Gerniany and the Western European countries have 'been 


'recipients of relief over the years from their countries' of residence I the 
High Commissioner and volmtary agencies. Those resident in overseas 
countries of irnUdgration such as Australia, ,Canada" and the United States 
have not been'assisted from international funds~ "The High Commissioner 
has, esttmated that apprmxtmately 10,000 refugees Under his competence 
might b8l;tefit from' compensation funds placed, at his disposal for 
administration. Of th.is nummerI' some 1200 are estimated to ,be resident.' 
in Germany. 

A su.bstantial nUmber of governments are partioipating in the World, 

Refugee Year sponsored by the United' Nations. hong the purposes of the 

World Refugee Year are to focus interest on the refugee problem and to 

encourage additional financial contributions from governments for its 

solution and additional opportunities for refugees to achieve self- ' 

dependence. 
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!' . , 
, i 

TO ' TilE DEPARTMEN OF STATE. ,WASHINGTON. September 17, 1959 'Q t';i" i 
DATE !

:::J ­~ ~. 
REF!' ber 4, 1959; ,Embassy despatch No. 440, August 17, 1959 ~ frf y 

r-~~-rr,w~--~~~~~~------~~~~~--~----~------------------~~@~~
I/{'.c 

'~"U/ 

1 . p LC- t'- U.J v/V-I 0 L }." -~ ~ 
, For Dept, 

U.e Only _ J 

SUBJECT: Aiq to Stateless Victims of Nazi Persecution 

r-- The'reporting officer spoke to Mro Pridham of the Foreign Office and'ref~'rr:e~ ~ 
to the conversation reported in paragraph J of the Embassyls despatch referred,to N 
above., At that time, it had been stated that the Department was considering the • 
question of aid to stateless victims of Nazi persecution on the basis of communi- () 
cations from the United Nations High Commissioner., It had further been stated that 0' 
the Department intended if it decided to pursue the matter further, to discuss it ~ 
with the British and the French at Bonn. " Pursuant to the instruction referred to .o..J,.. 

above, tru, reporting officer told Mr. Pridham that due to the shortness of t:1,me "­
our Embassy at Bonn wauJ.d not he in a position to discuss the matter with the CO 
British aDd the French before making representations to the German Government,1 
assuming that it were decided to take such a. course of action., , ~ 

~ 
Mr. Pridham said that his Government was hopeful that the United States Govern.;..01 

'ment would pursue the matter with the German Government and did not attach im....<O 
portance to any further discussions, of the subject at Bonn. He said that the .. 
United Kingdom Government would appreciate being informed in due course of s:ti3" 
action that the United States Government might take and of any results thatm1ght, 
follow from the discussions with the German Governmento i 

For the Ambassador: ' I 
! 
I 

. ! 
Cleared: POLIE:. Mr., IrviDgxL 
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