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‘position of the Rome Tressure. Mr, Ortona said the Fereign
‘0ffice had received a copy of the inventory recently taken
- in Rome, according to which the value of the non-monetary
- 'gold is estimated at about §$90,000. He stated also that the

A U843y

-

| Mr. Qitena“called at the Depertment upen instructions -
from the Foreign 0ffiece on the subject of the final dis-

Italian Government wnderstands that the valué of eurrencies
and monetary gold in the Treasure by far exeeed the value-
of the non-monetary gold. In view of the results of the ;
inventory the Itallian Government wishes to raise the questiom;
whether, if a division between IRO and the Italian Governmen#
hasg te be made-aecording to the,pr@pasal“alraady ce

and currencies as well..
" Mr. Tesoro answered that the.whole‘qlzestien of % dts-'- ;

position of the Rome Treasure was still under discussien wi
the Department and with the British Government, and that he
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In preparation for the turn-over of the "Rome Treasure" to é‘

IRO for liquidatiomn and turn-over of certain foreign currencies to |
countries of origin, the United States and British Embassies have j
agreed upon the procedures to be followed and have prepared form . |
receipts and other appropriate documentss The four basic documents or :
forms, which have been prepared by the two Embassies for use with reference ce
to the disposal of foreign currencies (found in possession of ths German ,
forces in Italy during the Second World War and confiscated by the Armies |
of the United States and Great Britain), are transmitted for the Department's y
information as Enclosures Nos. 1 through 4. The British Fmbassy is trans= ;
mitting to London essentially identical documentse
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Encle 1 Rome 1394 Nov 8, 1950 "
cor

frd

Note No. Document No. 1 - s

"The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments -

to the - and has the honor to l
inform the e that the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Great Britain have jointly decided on the :
dl_ngS&ll of certain forelgn currencn.es which were found :m ‘the possesslon :

) & Y i 7 Yele BES )
ﬁ‘t Hor atloit e Lawfﬂ/,;«m /1-/5 -S4 o)
-2e Among these currencies the following appear to be of
origin:

3« The currencies in question are deposited with the Banca d'Italia
in Rome, and have been held at the Bank in the joint custody of
the American and British Embassies since they were entrusted to
them upon the departure of the Allied Forces from Italye The list
of contents of the packages indicated in paragraph 2 above have been
extracted from inventories of the Allied Military Authorities, and
as the currencies were taken-over unchecked, the Embassy cannot- :
guarantee the accuracy of the figures, nor state whether or not the
currencies are counterfeit. - S
r b Lpdie
Le The Embassy has been instructed to’inform the
. that the Government of the United 'States of America and the Government b
of Great Britain are prepared to/place the above-mentioned currencies ‘
Lat the free chsposal, of the Government of
& plitg & bmarnity. ; j
: Embyassy would be grateful if the R
would sta.te whether or not it is prepared to receivs, ‘
on behalf of its Government, the above-mentioned currencies as is, o
. .7 . and whether the Govermnment of . _ L
pe ¢, +° 7 will accept the currencies on the condition that it will indemnify :
e the Amer:.can Embassy against any claim relative thereto, should
' claims ar:.se.

. ¢ PSP ‘
¢ ‘.;. P ,.:,i P

) e 4
Se Accordingly,] tis

EEE 6. Upon rece:w:.ng conflmation from the
' on both of the points specified in paragraph five (5), the necessary
s - authority will be issued to the Banca d!Italia in Rome for the release -
. of the currencies in question, and a fyrther communication will be S
addressed to the explaining the
procedure for collection and clearance wiich the American Fmbassy and
" the British Embassy jointly have arranged with the Banke

Te A note in 1den’cn.cal terms is belnsr addressed to the
by the British Ek&)assyo
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e ' : Ence 2 Rome 1394 Nov. 8, 1950
e "’4“:":;”{‘/ ‘
,,,,,,, g Document No. 2
" Note Noe

y | ~
” The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments to

the ' and, with reference to its Note Nou -

of L and the corresponding Note of the Embassy of Great

Britain, about the dlsposal of certain foreign currencies in deposlt wiﬁh the -

Banca d 'Ttalia for their joint account, and to the replies thereto of_the

Note Noe

of . has the hénor, also on behalf of the Embassy of
Great Britain, to set forth the following relative procedure. .
2+ The Banca d'Italia has been authorized to rq}gﬁﬁe:tha currencles,
listed in the aforementioned Notes of the two Exbassies, to a

reprasentative of the . s on

appropriate épplication.' A copy of this anthority is enclosed, and

should be produced by the authoerized representative of the

when

WEM
requesting dellvenyApf the above-mentioned currencias.

3. The American Embaasy also encloses six copies of the required form

of receipt, and requests that these copies when signed by the

authorized representative of the

be distributed as indicated on the form receipte
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://g,/i . . ' Encl, 3 Rome 1394 Nov. 8, 1950
9P Y , ' Document No. 3

The Banca d'Italia,
Via Nazionale,
Roma.

~ AUTHORIZATION NO. - . ‘ i

Please release to the y On

application, the undementioned packages containing currencies held in depoéit.
jointly on behalf of His Britannic Majesty's mbéésy and of the Embassy of

the United States of America: | ‘ L

?

2. & copy of this letter has been forwarded to the
. with a requeét that their authorized representative present it to the ]
Banca d'Ttalia, as authority for receiving the items specified in : ‘
this authorization. | o - 3

‘3. Six copies of the form receipt have been sent to the

with a request that when the transfei' has taken

place the signed copies be distributed as indicated on the form receipt.

For the Imbassy of the United States of America.
By ' | X
Title

For the Ewbassy of the United Kingdom | =

(‘

E

By

~Title
Date :
IRG __¢1 |
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Encl. U Rome 1394 Nov 8, 1950

"
3

poy

Document Noe L

=
)

I
I

RECEIPT f

I » -

the authorized representative of the

, on this day of . ,
(Month) '
have taken del:.very from the Banca d 'Italia in Rome of the

(Year)
packages of currencies indicated below which have been released in accordance

with the joint authority No. . of _ | P
‘ {Date) o

issued by HZLB Britannic Maj gsty!s Embassy amd the Embassy of the United States

ef Anmerica in Home:

Package Noe e’oc. | Said to Contain

Done in six copies for distribution as follows:

1. Ba.nca d'Ttalia (copy to be left with the Bank at the time of
: collection)s .

2, His Majestf's Exbassy.
3. His Majesty's Embassy. |
Le The Eubassy of the United States of Americas

5. The Ewbassy of the United States of Americae | .

6. The recipient.

Signed

Title
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- RESTRICTED

33 o

To the : '
Officer in Charge of ths american Mission,

Rome . 206 Vﬁy/// w5

"The 3ecretary of State refers to despatahxﬁe. 1594
dated Wovember 8, 1980 enclosing forms for the turnover
of the "Home Treasnny” The ﬁapartmmnt has the follow-
ing eammaaaa.

1, With ralation to Document Wo. 1, paragraph 1,
the word "disposal® should be changed to "delivery®.
See paragraph 3 below. Further, the clause “and con-
fiseated by the Armies of the United States and OGreat
Britain® should be deleted. This is objectionable as
it may give rise to aome implication that the United .
S8tates took title to the propertiss involved for its
own behall. The Department suggests the addition of
the thought at this polint "and which are presumed to

bhave been looted by the German Forces”.

£. With relation to Document Ho. 1, paragraph 2,
it 1s suggested that "origin® be changed to ¥isaue®,

3. with relatimﬁ t¢ Doecument Ko. 1, paragraphk 4, .

éeleto the phrase "place the above-mentloned currencies
at the free diaposal of the Government of" and subati-
tute Ydeliver the above-meantioned currencies to the
Government of for such uss &8 it may deem :
appropriate®, ~The Department prefers to desoribve its ' |
ection a8 being that of a econduit for delivery. Ths : :
-remalning language, in conjunotion with 1 above, may

suggest the use of the currencies for restitution T
PUIPOSEB . b

_”OQB-II/I?ZQ'OOZM

4. with relation to Document Ha.'l,‘paragraph 8§, 5
delata "{ndemnify the American Embasay” and insert .

"save harmless the Government of the United 3tates of
America, its sgents and rspr@aantativaa” e

PO/R 5. wWith relation to Document No. 2, paragraph i, ')

a1 /3 _ | change “&iwesal" to "delivery”. @
| 6. With }‘\FS: ‘

car__ T . FESTRICTED L ‘
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. 6. @With relation to Qﬁcnmﬂnt Ho. 3, paragraph 3y i
change ”trmfer” to “delivery". |

7, It is assumed that different forms will be !
uged for delivery of Jewelry and othsr valuables to : :
the. International Refugee Organisation, esnpecially

since the assurance to aatiafy olaims is of a differ-

ent n&tm ' ‘ :

8. The above has not been dlscussed with British |
reprosentatives hsere. The Dapartment recomusends that N

the Imbassy discuss these peoints dlmet:ly with the
British mnbaaay at Rome.

S5
s
Noy 29 @5/0»4./”

$ S :
%{Eag%gmtmlc ' "WE '
Nt -

- J i o, ‘ ,T.._,- -:.,-_* - ‘s Lo : "49?

RG __5¢ | |

Entry a0, FW <: 7{ o 939221

5 -y
% Autharity C/.K ZC}Z/}Q g BOX géé "
i i '

S stw';’ HARA Dutz. Gl ]

BEDRAMIINEN AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES.




Y . ‘ . < : S ‘.;
: ’ : A
UNITED STATES OFFICE

ADMINISTRATOR,, PAms REPARATION REFUGEE FUND

1832 JEFFERSON PLACE, N. W.
WASHINGTON 6, D, C.

J. DONALD KINGSLEY, AOMINISTRATOR : . . . ,
- CABLE, INREPTRUSBT, WASHINGTON, D. ¢. |

April 27. 1954

+ TELEPHOME: STERLING 3.5806 !
|

" Deasr Mre. Luce:

Reference is made to the following copies of documents
attached hereto, all relating to the so-called "Rome Treasure ..
1. Letter from the Department of State. Washington,
dated November'15. 1950 to Mr. J. Donald Kingsley,
aetting forth the basis upon which. the ’Romﬂ Treasure’
was transferred for quuidation

2. Similar letter from the British Embagsy, Washington,
of same date. - ' :

3. 'Letter from Mr. J 'Dbn'a.ld Kingsley to Mr. George W.
Perkins, Assistant Secretary of State, Department of
" State, Washington, dated November 16, 1950. ‘ ;

4. Similar letter from Mr. J Donald Kingsley to H. E,
The ,Brittsh Ambassador, Washington dated November 17,
1950,

5. Copy of 'Inventory of Confiacgtéd Property, Rome, ltaly,
Consisting of Jewelry & Valuables Recovered in Italy by the.
Allied Forces From the German Forces During Worlfl War II'.

Since the International Refugee Organ{zaticm and the Italian _
Government have completed their respective investigations of items i
included in the ‘Rome Treasure' which were considered possibly
‘identifiable and therefore restitutable, it hag been deemed expedient
to request that the Italian Government proceed with the restitution of
‘those items which have been determined to be restitutable and to o

F
_Box

- liquidate the remaining items which are not restitutable. - . //‘

1 It is - S
' The Honorable - o | |

Clare Booth Luce S 1

American Ambassador ' ' N o

U. 5. Embaesy - ' ‘ " } §

- Rome, Italy o | - ‘ ‘ : ﬁ
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It is proposed, therefore, that the Italian Government #

proceed with the restitution a.nd liqui'iation on the following under -~ |
Aatmding o , _

A. That, in order that the final audit of the liguidation
" of the "Rome Treasure' will contain all of the pertinent facts, the
- Italian Government. upon restitution of the restitutable items and ‘
liqu.idation of the non-reatitutable items, will furnish the undersigned
or his duly accredited representatives with full particulars:

- ‘(1) regarding restitutable items, the names and addreeses
. of the persons to whom property is restituted, the date of

-such restitution, and appropriate identifying reference to -
the items as listed on the ‘'Inventory of Confiscated Property,
Rome, Italy, Consiating of Jewelry & Valuables Recovered

" in Italy by the Allied Forces From the German Forces -
During World War II'.. . . . _

.{2) regarding non-restitutable items, the net proceeds
'received for each item and appropriate identifying refer-
ence to the items as listed on the ’'Inventory of Confiscated
Property, Rome, Italy, Consisting of Jewelry & Valuables

Recovered in Italy by the Allied Forces From the German ,
Forces During World War II" ‘

B. Tha.t, upon ‘lit;uidation of the property and receipt of
the proceeds by the Italian Government, one-half of the net proceeds
will be made available to the undersigned and placed in deposit in
such accounts as may be designated by the undersigned, in order
that he may fulfill his obligations to distribute such funds in accor-
dance with the agreement reached with the Governments of the
, United States and the United Kingdom as set forth in the above-re-

' ferred-to- lettera of November 13, 1950.

. After acceptance by the Governments of the U, S, and U, K, ‘
of the procedure outlined herein, the undersigned authorizes the )
Government of the United States, through its Embassy in Rome, to ‘
'make available to the appropriate Italian authorities the keys to the )
vault in the Banco d'Italia Rome in which the property in question ‘ ;
is located, simultaneously with the acceptance of the terms of thia ;
letter by tho apprc»priate Italian:authorities. \

In order

DCCLASS B ZEntrycaFQ’f’S"—g(L | - w
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In order to expedite thé- suggested procedure, it is respect- ,
' fully requested that the United States Embassy in Rome bbtain the b
acceptance of the Governments of the U, K. and the Republic of Italy, L
There are - -attached hereto several copies of this communication. ?
1 will be grateful to have roturned to me one copy on which the
Governments of the U, K and the Republic of Italy will have signi-
fied thelr acceptance.l .

. _ Pleaae be assured of my appreciation for your cooperation S
'inthismatter o o S : ‘ Co

Sincer eiy yours,

S W U W ,
: ‘ d Kingsley, Administrator
zlccepted ‘by-the three natories below on the understanding, as
stated the Internatlonal Refugee Organization through the
" Department of State telegram.to the American Embassy in Rome dated
N ACCEPTLDIW 26, 1954, that this letter-agreement covers only those iteins now
remaining in the vault of the Bank of Italy, and that an inventory
' "' of the contents of the vault is to be made by the representatives of i
’ ‘these three signatories within the next few days and attached to the b
f‘or tue Govev- nent of-the Urited States i letter agreement. . R

) ' g1
, _ o
. . X . | o
. 1 4‘
By Date Q,..,&‘, 23 [95y¢
/A + ;
& & & » £ OG.'..“...‘.O.“"..0‘.."&‘..Ot..“‘..‘.0.".’..‘.‘

R R R R Ty

For the Government of Great Britain’

sad. Northern Ireland: .
. ‘ \:} Uy ' o ’ { E
| ,  \' A \/ \./Mx_/f; - . ...Z-m/'(,‘ 53 }{7 T
A By 7o o - - -~ Date 7 T AR A b
| - ‘ Ll
For the. G’overnment'of the Republic of Italy: . - Lo

- ‘ MRS IRl et o5 . . : . . '

P TRt XS

By :)‘ ’{?bu,%(,u W@‘g—: Date pl},.'f‘j/ 24, /55y
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. FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH “ o

From : AMBMBASSY ROME L 160 . .

SO s g o 7T LT DESPONO,

7

N

TO : THE nEpAnfn\ff;};yT' OF STATE, WASHINGTON.

rer . DEPT A~430, Jamary 5, 1955

Z T ACTI0 /DEPT P
75
For Z‘i?.‘; ,& ;é' N € M -2 ]
‘Use Only | REC D 1 OTHER Y - -

..jzf o

SUBJECT: ”n;ome Treasuret

f‘

“In response to- the Beparbment' - A=430 ‘of Janvary 5, 1955 the Enbassy A
is enclosing with this Despatch one of the signed original copies of
“the letter agreement dated July 23, 1954 concerning the "Romé Treasure .
between the Governments ‘of the United States, the United Kingdom and
‘Ttaly and J. Donald Kingsley., The Embassy is retaining a certified
c¢opy of this letter: agreemant. ‘together with a signed copy of the °
inventory,

\V)
)]
O
O
The following persons signed the letter agreament:. » ﬁ
| nomld Kingsley; Administrator, for the Intemational ~

. ‘Refugee-Organisation; :

-m.bridge Purbrow for the United States of America, -

‘B Jo Joint for the United Kingdom; ©

A Paveri Fontana, Deputy Dirsctor General af Economic O

‘ : Affairs, Ministry of Forelgn Affairs, for Italy. a0l

'For ‘the. Chargs’ D'Affaires ad Interim;

Leslie L. Rood ) -
Flrst Secretary of Embassy : i

i i lff‘\

/mwlosure wth Ori.ginal only
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