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- FOREIGN SERVICE 'DESPATCH . | Lisbeth/10-752" s
! / , .| XR 262.1141 -
{i  FROM " Luxembourg ,Luxembourg ‘ 9 V
To ~ : ' .THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON , L
Lowe L ﬁb#w“/?/"/f‘)ﬁ D‘CT 101 )
' ' ' 50 ACTION | DEPT. , T M —
. 3‘ For Dept. B I{J . EUR GER J.BI , -
; Use Only | RECD F OTHER —U- 47 [;g?g;‘{‘f : -
1 mi ocT1s ° 3 ,
i ‘ SUBJECT: Claim Agamst AI-‘BED by K.Fa Jasen on Behalf of Lisbebh Jadobowitz
: S &etkb*‘éﬁﬁ -

Enclosed are copies of d letter dated September 15,1952 ‘addressed;to the

j U.S. Consul General, Luxembourg, by Mr. K.F. Jasen, Attached to Mr. Jasen's b
letter was a copy of his letter of the same ‘date addressed to the president a

;] - of the ARBED corporation, and the Legation ‘encloses copies of this letter also.

i

|

i

|

i
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181103

er. Jasen requested the Legation's a.ss:.stance in his claim against ARBED,
of behalf of his mother, Mrs. Lisbeth Jacobowitze According to Mr. Jasen,.
after his motherts departure from Germany in 1933, ARBED bonds which Mrs.

" Jacobowitz was forced to leave in Germany were purchased from the German
ﬂ ' Reichsbank by ARBED, Mr. Jasen states that part of the purchase price was paid
in blocked German marks and that ARBED thus made a profit. This profit is
ST claimed by Mr. Jasen for his: mcther. . ‘ o

l , . The Legatlon Anguired of the ARBF.D i‘irm about this claim and received
today a reply enclosing a memorandum sett:mg forth its positions Copies of

i this memorandum are enclosed. The reasons ARBED gives for its refusal to honor
: Mr. Jasen's claim are both legal and moral,.the latter resulting from Mr.

T Jasen's alleged’ breach of a promise that 1nformat.ion furnished him by ARBED

1 would not be used against that firm. B

.9;1‘; PeuINgey og I8ty jusag

Moaioovr 1811 °vY0Se

_ In view of the compllcated nature of the case, the Legat:.on ‘does not. feel
. that it can provide Mr. Jasen with an authoritative opinion and has informed him w=
to that effect in the attached letter, ‘the original of which has been forwarded
to the Department for transmittal to Mr. Jasen if such action is deemed appropnatdu
Also, as the wording of ARBED's memorandum clearly reflects that it was intended w
for the Legation and not i’or Mr. Jasen, its contents are not being communicated
to him. ‘ : : . v :

J.;

."-’ |

The Legél Division of the Depéi‘tmeht may wish to exanine this mattér and p#ss ()

i  on to Mr. Jasen any appropriate advice,in- add:i;biontoor in place of t,ha‘t contained {0 -

Ji 1n the Legation's enclosed letter to Mr. Jasene : m.
| | ' ; |
L B A
,’ ﬂ,,. ' on m f\
| L g o o | = O !:
4 CHuHowe/pJh T UNCLASSIFIED ¥t O
E . / ~ REPORTER R :.g . N :

- ACTION. COPY - DEPARTMENT OF STATE

L . The action office must return this’ permanent record copy to DC/R ﬂles with an endorsement of action taken.

Entry £2F, {as6-6¢| | DECLASSIFIED

File 25@)@( // 43; a AUu‘]Oﬂ'y NAD. 2’4%&2
Box “”f‘iﬁ@_m_'_e « BM‘.}.Q_..I\ARA 0ete 220 |




A "";__2__.__Tof B : . ‘.,Page.._"f_.'_‘,‘___;of
ol -*5;) NQ ' ; ' End NO_,____.__. ’
N % ' UNCIEASSE?IED i x
'/? % MXCTDOIE , o e Cla;stﬁcaho:z) o E:i No.
I . For the Department's information, the decree referred to in the ARBED
memorandum was published in the Méiiorial du Grand Duché de Luxembourg, No. 22,
31 March 1950 This issue ‘of the Mémorial was sent to. the Depart.ment under
cover of the Legatlon’s OM dated May 23,1950. '
; T 3 . " For the Mi njAt o )
sr or une ‘ S‘ er:‘ R ﬁéﬁj ;‘; ,{,v"‘f ’,g;" ,
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< - 7/ John B. Ketcham
f'.i Counselor of Legation
% Enclosuress : Q“)‘ S
N " 1, Létter fram Mr. Jasen ‘to- the U.S. “onsul _General, meembourg. ‘
! - 24 Letter from Mrs-Jasen to‘the President of ARBED Corporatlon. o
. 3. ARBED memorandums .. O T e
] h. Letter to Mr. - Jasen (h coples) :
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COPY
K.F. Jasen ¢ . ’ I
i 108-48 68th Avenue R Forest Hills, L.I.
1 ' - " - September 15,1952
: UeSe Consul General
’ Luxembourg
Dear Sirs-
Enclosed please find copy of a 1etter I wrote t.o the ARBED Corporation, ‘
Luxembourge This letter is self~explanatory. ‘ '
' | {
There is a possibility that other people will have similar problems

or may have written: to you previouslys

';i Any advise or help your office could extend to me will be highly - :
1 appreciated. - ‘

- Very reSpecﬁfully yours,
. K+F. Jasen E
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K.F, Jasen o ‘ '

108-48 68th Avenue - o o
Forest Hills 75, ‘ ' . )

New York o '
September 1551952

|
‘ } _ - Mr. Félix Chomé
i President of ARBED 8orp..
iy Averue de la, Liberté
C ~Luxembourg

: Dear Mr. Chomé:-

. On May 27th, 1952 1 wrote to the Arbed Corporatn.on regarding the refund
' of an unwarranted profit your corporation had achleved by buying Arbed-Bonds
; through the German Govermment . from Jemsh soirces. A copy of this letter

P - I mailed to the Chairman of tlie ‘Board ‘and the President of the Arbed Corpo-
¢ ratione The facts in short are as i‘ollows:

£ m.'.”

1 My mother, Mrs., Lisbeth Jacobowitz, a UeS. Citizen, residing at

L 2107 Broadway, New York, NY. s was forced to leave Germany in 1933, She owned =
b $6,000.00 Arbed-Bonds. She was not permitted to take these bonds alorg, X
. - but had to deposit them wWith the Comerz-Ba.nk in Berlin. 'In'1939 the “Commerz-
-

'.,Bank WAS ordered to ha.nd the Bonds over ‘t6 “the’ Gérman Reichsbanks According to -
; my information ‘and’ to your files your corporation bought these bonds in 1939 N
% from the German Reichsbank paying part of the purchase price with blocked v 3
! S

% Marks. Inasmuch’ as the ‘blocked Marks ‘were traded at a lower exchange: than -
P the free Mark your "corporation profited from this transact:l.on.

! ¢ As I wrote in my last letter I do not believe that a corporation :
of your reputation intentionally would take advantage of such transac’oion
or if informed wculd keep these proflts. :

I did not ask your corporatien to replace the FPonds purchased from the
German Reichsbank, ' I just.ask to pay‘me: the difference between the price .
your corporation paid to the German Re:.chsbank and the price your corporation J
would have had to pay if they.acquired the bohds on"the free markete :

P » - I did net receive any answer to my last 1ettero ‘T would please ask you -
Cl to check the correctness of these facts from your filess “An early rerply will be
‘ hlghly appreclated. .. S
chrs very truly

K.F. JASEN

PS, Copy'of this_ letter has been . - o
mailed to the U.®. Consul General, Luxembourg. : )
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Acibries Reﬁnies de Burbach-Eich-Dadelange

Société Anonyme~Sidge Social & Luxembourg
Administration Centrale - .
Département des Finances

Finances = . .

" Mr.. CJA

" Luxembourg, October Lth 1952,

Uele. Walter Howe'
The Foreign Service of the
United Statea of America

22, boulevard Bm. Servals,

fmeambourg

"l

Referring to your 1e££er.o£ Septembef 2§th addressed to Mr. G. Konsbruck,
Assistant General Manager of our Company, we beg to hand you herewith a
memorandum expounding the case Jacobowitz-Jasene :

You will easily admit that the attitude of Arbed in this matter is quite

correct and irreproachable in any waye

1 enclosure

L
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Case  Jacobowitz~Jasen ' o o }

Mrs. Jacobowitsz is a German Jewess who emigrated before the war, leaving
in Germany Arbed Bonds 5,25% of 1926 rapreaenting a nominal value of $G¢000, -,
At present she lives in New York. ° :

Accordlng to German 1egislation at that time, she was compelled , in 4pril
1939, to offer the aforesaid Bonds to the Reichsbank which credited her with

- RM 28422
eqﬁivai:ent calculated on a purchase value of. 112% and at the exchange rate
of 1$-4,20 BM, _

Said bonds, of which the mmbers- have been made known to us, were bought
respact. reimbursed by Arbed as fonows:

in Holland, dur:mg the year 1938}:. : T ‘$ nome 150, -

] ‘ " ‘ T§§§R7¢gim L 750,~
] Lu_xeznbaurg ‘ " ‘ ] ‘ “.. 1939 O ‘ " 150’_,
n England # . n ‘ ] B !t L E ) " 6“),
" Belgium L LOLT: i : " 150, -

3 none 10800’
in Gemany, during the months April and May 1939
(Deutscha Golddiskontbank, :Berlin) " 119200,

$ nome 6.000,~

ﬁuring these last two years Arbed has been pressed by Mrs. Jacobowitz
and hér son M8. K.F. Jasen of Forest Hills, U.“”.2.; in order to obtain an
indemmty for the real or alleged spol:.atlon suffered by her.

Arbed refused to enter in those views, but agreed to communicate =
on April kth,1952 - to Mr. Jasen the.details regarding the purchase price
paid to the Golddiskontbank, so-as to enable him to take up the defence
of his interests, Mr. Jasen having given a written promise that the ‘
supplied information: would -not be used by him against Arbed, neither
‘Judicially mor exbra-;}udicn.ally. Lo L

In spite of this prcmuse, Mr. Jasen renewed his attempts by 1etter
of May 27th,1952, asserting his claim- by unpleasant considerations against
the Arbed Comnany, in order to o‘otain partlal compensation for h:ls real alleged.
loss, : B v

Seeing that Arbed paidi'lo% Voi‘. the purchase value in dollars and 30%
"in RM and that in 1939 the Sperrmark quoted about 15% of its nominal value,’
Mr. Jasen thinks that ha is entitlad to clanm from *,rbed 85% of the purchase
price paid in RMe. . & " o= - v

. . . ERE e e e )
. oo L - BRI (A )
{ T - . . X ' . v oW i
. . . D e . N
- e B ar & Wl B - .
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We have declded to stop correspondence with Mr. Jasen, for the Following
- reasonss

1.) It does not fall within' our dutles to examine whether there has been

i any damage or not. We do not know if the price of the bonds with which

' Mrs. Jacobowitz has really been credited, has finally been confiscated
by virtue of racial regulations, or if Mr. Jasen only complaints of having
had to sell his Sperrmarks at -an unfavorable rate.

_ $ Whichever may be the cause of the preJudice Arbed cannot be held res-
o ponsible for same, . . .

] ‘ The compulsory transfer of bonds payable in foreign currencies affected
all persons 1iv1ng in Gemany (Devmsenlander) and was not limited
excluan.vely to the Jewse. - e :

2s) The injured awners were entitled to vind:i.cate their rn.ghts against
a third party, who purchased,the spohated securities, on condition
that the debtor establishment be notified of an opposition, prior to
August 1st, 1950-at’ the latest. (Art. l} of the Grand Ducal Decree of
March 28th 1950).

e e e e o 2 WA S s

No opposit:.on has everbemnotifled to Arbed.

S b b b

3.) Among the bonds Wthh Mrs. Jacobowitz pretends having been compelled
to transfer to the: Re:.chsbank 4in 1939, appears the bond No. 13253,
Now, this bond has already been ‘oought by Arbed on August 31st,1938.

- This fact proves. that the statements made by the appllcants are not
to be accepted mthout verlflcatlon.

; L.) Mr, Jasen has. pledged hjsnself in, writix_l_g not, to utilize against Arbed
the information obtained from her regarding her purchase prices '
Nevertheless he is doing. 50.

5.) For the sake of completeness we add ‘that .an agreement was signed L
in Luxembourg ‘on -Septanber .10th. 1952 ‘between the Federal Republic of {
Germany .and the Republic of Israel - w:.th regard to the indemnification ‘
: of Isradites having suffered. a: dam&gein consequence of the raclal lays
! - enforced in Germany. ‘

Ce s PR
o, s
' - “

. ‘Luxembourg, Octéber Lth,1952, . .

g t :' s vv'.' ( o ARBm)
: Aciéries Reunies de Burbach-Elch-“udelange
' s BT - Shclété Anonyme

; ) [ o L (111egib1e) (Buck) | {
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T . Spealsl War Problems Divlavin*x ”

OV T ' Departement of State

Washingten D.G.

o "’3. , ’ C Tl ] . i |
% ¢ s d iy ntlemen, : 1
* *4'\;3V1ns 1mmigrated to the Unitad States 6. years aso,;

IAh“%&’ ilor to my 1mmigration lived in Luxembourg and Frane;

Yetfonale,before the War:This account had been taken anayQn |
from us,upon the entering of the.Nazis in Luxemburg and O}
had been transferred by them to Germany. j>3

I have 1lnquired after the: War,what had, happened te -
this acoount,and the answer was' from the German War refundaq
offiee,that such socounts had been eollected from every oas
upled ecountry to a German Bank aalled"Die Bank der Deutss
Arbeit",but that such a Bank had ceased to exist after tha»A
‘colleetion of all such funds. -

I have however a cOpy from the Bank in Luxemburg,.4
Showing that my .acocount had ‘been transfered to Germany on 7y
a eertain date,and also where it had been send to.

Now I try to claim my &ccount,and have been faferg; '

to your offiae,aaying that you handle such matters.
I would be very pleased ,1f you could let me knoqn

how I have to go about to put in sucn clalm,and also 1f yom
could help me in ‘my aase.ﬁoping to have a reply from you 80/
. Vsry rBSpeotfully yours

*?Eféaffrayber

é%éi'sﬂf?;j

%@% 954

,  DEPARTHENT ORI
D57

o Bpsl-bs?
U :;yﬂaf§7

/3

"
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\ would thereiore like to Know whethcr my claim for the deD0>it3§

870 West 18lst Street
New York 33, N.Y.
Januery 6, 1952

Adrisn 8. Fisher, ¥sqg.
Legegl Advisger.
Department oi Stste

Washington £, D.C. STy

Dear Sir:

I am in'feceipt of yourﬁcommunlc tions No. 1086 and
No. 93 for the Press,-involving American interests in prOperLy in
allie¢d or neutrsl countries” seized or blocked as "enemy" property.

At the outset I would like to state that I am not
at all certaln whether my claeim would be a valid one under Article

2% of the Brussels Agreement (Brussels Intercustodial Agreement) .
for the follow1ng reasons. R '

: I ‘was & resident oi Luxembourg for almost 30 years
until 1941, most of this time holding the status of » stateless

person, sincc I had renounced  my German cltizenship In an attempt

_~to become a Luxembourg citizen.:. I entered the United States in iy
1941 and become a U.S..clidzen in 1947. In a prior communication —
from the State Department I had been informed that my claim could '
not be entertained by you, since I dld not become a citizen until

efter my claim arose and was not an American st the time these

claims came into existencé. However, your sbove numbered communi-

cations were not specific on that point, and I am therefore writing
to ascertsin this. ;“ Ly;i -

My second ‘LeSElOH ztlates to the type ol cle im fal-.
ling under Artlcle

2%, wiich is described as involving pPOperty of |
eny kind in the countries in question owned by & corporation or oth- ¢
er eaterprise. organized under the laws of Germany, in which co:pora- . :
tlon or enterprise Americans have gny form of particioation. Here-
tofore, and on August 2&, 1947, I meiled to the Office of Allen )
Property Cugtodisan, Washington 2v,.D.C., & "Notice of Claim for

Peyment of DLebt!, Torm APC-1C,. for cash deposits, and various
stock certificates, including stock certificates of a corporation
in which I owned .50% ol the stock, all of which had been trans-
ferred from my account in the Banque Internationale a Luxembourg

on liay 24, 1941, to the - Bank der - Deutschen Arbeit., It is my belief
- thiat the assets of the. Bank der Deutschen Arbelt were sclzed as:

enemy property by the Luxembounrg government after the war, I.

FQ(; 5?? T e ;
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aw York 33, N.Y. .
June 5, 1950.

Juwa.--7 f' L
cﬁéé ME (fémnavo West 18lst Strest
N

otdte'ﬁepértméﬁfnaif
Waﬂhington, D. C',‘

Gentlemen.

I would very much appreciate your advice

’on the followirg problem'

: I am a naturalized citizen of the United
States,. ‘having arrived in this country in 1941,

-and acquired my U.S. citizenship in 1947, From

~‘nality (Geruan), in order to bscoms a. Luxembourg

. control because 4+ was Yewish and named & commis-

. had also been a director, officer and the manag-zg

14 4294 :

Y

a1

1913 to. 1941 I was a resldent of the Grand- -Duchy O
of “uxembourg.u in 1923 gave up my prior natio- J>.
N

citizen, but due to the complexities of the na-
turalization laws of that country, by the out-.
braak of World War II, no naturalizations had !
taken place in. this almost twenty-year period. ;A%

|

In 1951 L. acquired a 50% ownership in the »an
qtock of a corporatlon which owned a department 0
store, specializing in household articles, which o
sto ck L:neld unt il September 1940, when the Ger-
man Civil suthorities, which followéd the German
Army of Occupation, . ousted me from ownership ard O

sioner to run the business. Up to that time I >

.released ‘on condition that I leave ths country
‘immediate ly. Ati that time my family and 1 had
ths mecessary pepers for entry into the Un &ed
Stateq, and we - lnft for the States at onc&;z

u
er of ‘the.businéss. .In 1941 I was arrested and %g
2

‘In’ 1942 my store, which was qituated n@xt
to another department store, which specilaliged
in clothing and textiles, was connected by &he
UGermans with thia‘clothing establishment, in or-

PR

Political

4b81f1 ed.. & 2.

Wit Qr Qod ......

cccccccccc

feT—to—-¥ave commissioner's expense, since the
getiortoncern was.also owed by Jews. This con-
nection’ could jvery-easily be done by breaking
.down .the .wa.lls} which separated the two bulldings.
ter in.1942'lthe: combined concerns were bought
Wff'é'égfhéﬁiﬁ In: the contract of sale 1t was
.spe-oifically. grovided that both stores were be-
ing sold..,ns a?matter of fact it appears that

ﬁﬂ&ﬁ?}ﬂ
A

s
Fﬁ§%4j(};/y “ﬁsg;¢i2?

R T e
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State Department . -2- - Juns 5, 1950

- during the war ‘the major items for sale were

those: ahich had previously been sold by my

 ‘store,

Entry (br, (as@%@
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"After the liberation of Luxembourg by the
American Ammy, the ‘owners of the nelghboring
store, who had spent the war ysars in netatral
n'umpean countries,; returmd and took posses-

sion of both -storses. At this time the same
ssparation which had prevailed be fore the war

was still maintadned in the stores, that is,
housshold articles were being carrisd in my
part .of the store, whereas clothing and relat-
ed merchandise were sold in the other store.
Upon the'ir return, the owners of the clothing
articles moved: all the merchandise from my

"store to thelr-part, and ths two builldings

were again separated by a wall.

In- 1940 suit was instituted by the corpo—

~’rét3.on .of which 4+ owned 50% of the stock. ' In.

‘1948; ‘because no ‘progress was made in the ac-
tion and tte re were continuous delays and pro-~

~crastinations by the attorneys for the other
. side, I personally went to Luxembourg and was

successful In-hlmving the case come up for trial,
In. 1949 a -decision:was rendered which held that

‘tha:. ‘Germans - had achleved a dissolution of the

firm by:reasonofi; this oconsolidation and that
ther&fore my" corpomtion could not recover.
Howevsr,- the lax‘embourg Government in Exile

i1n 1942 had itself passed a law declaringall
laws passed by the Germans null and wid. Von-
sequently -the. daw passed by the Germans, which
permit ted them to expsl Jewi¥H owners frowm their
.concerns-and . in.their stead to appoint commis~
sioners: who ﬂculd dispose over the property, 1is
also 1llsgal. - This law was complstely disregar-

‘ded 1n the rendering of the above decision.

Similar ca@es in other European countries,
eqpecially France, which has similar lawg, have -
he 1d that a. golng concern 1s notdissolved or
liquidated by the fact that the enemy takes over
and'removes me rchandlse. The legal owner in
‘these -cases-does not lose the owrership of the
bus'ines§s,’ but-on the contrary, the buyer desig-

" ‘nated by ths Germans is to b considered as a

provisional caretaksr, who 1s forced to return
tTe business.to: its rightful ownsr with all the
‘merchandlse. therein as well as the profits for
the period.. S

DECLASSIFJED | 339211
Au;hon‘y" VD U ) ‘

e

R

A




RG o
Entry ¢ 05, (aso=5% | | DECLASSIFIED" . 339249
File 230A 114 | |

Box . 190

59

State Depa}}:tnsmﬂ'g'" -3- June 5, 1950

In spite oI‘ 1ts own lsw, which declared all
German laws-in so: far.as thay applisd to ILuxem-
bom’;," invalid, the ‘Luxsembourg court has denied

h

me, at *-consid ar, the most elementary justice,
and I think this'is. in violation of‘ my rights as

an Ameri can et zen.

J-n addi tion, I am unable to recover for any
of my war damages and losses of all my other pro-
perty, which 4+ was forced to 1lsave behind as a
result .of ny expulsion from the country, becausse
I am not a citisen o fluxembourg, since the law

pmovides only for restitution to Luxembourg ci-

tizen%. ’ ' " ‘

4 would appreciate your edvis ing m» whe th-
er I, as an- Ama rioan citi zen, have any rights in.
the mtter. ‘

Thanking you for any assistance you mey be
able to give T, I am,

s very truly yours,

o S

~ Simon Lers 'y
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