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SUBJECT; 

,THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. WASHINGTON. October, 7,1952 

50 . eTION _ 

ForDept.!~ EUR GER 
Use Only REC'O 

m1 OCT '15 
" ."\ t, . 

Claim Against ARBEb'by K.F. Lisbeth Jacobowitz
, V"" I <!..-

I""~;::'.' Enclosed are copies of a letter dated September 15,1952 addressed to the l,;:I ~ 11::18 
U.S. Consul' General; Luxembourg, by Mr. K.F. Jasen. Attached to Mr. Jasen' s ~ g; ~ t:: 
letter was a copy of his, letter of the same' date addressed to the president z; ~ :C! m 

of the ARBED corporation~ ~nd the Legation encloses copies of this letter also. ~ 
. . . . . .'. ',' :.. 	 . 

MrAo Jasen requested the Legationrs'assistance in his claim against· ARBED, ~ 
of behalf of his mother~ Mrs.' Lisbeth Jacobowitz. According to Mr. jasen" o 
after his mother's departure from Germa~ in 1933, ABBED bonds'which Mrs. >~Jacobowitz was forced to leave in Germany were purchased from the German • W' 

, ...
Reichsbank by ARBEn. Mr. Jasen states, that ,part of the purchase price was paid ..a.,,

_., .;;,' 't-j«l " in blocked German marks. and that ARBEQthus made a profit. This profit is 

claimed by Mr~ Jasen for his 'mother. ' . 1ft ~,
, 

". (j) 

The L~gationinquired of the !REED :firm ~bout this claim and received' ""~, 
today a replY enclosing a memorandum setting foTthits position., Copies of 

:::s 

this memorandum are enclosed. The reasonsARBED gives for its refusal to honor "'~>H"
Mr. Jasen's claim are both legal and moral,. the latter resulting from Mr. QQ, 
Jasen's alleged, breach of a promise that information 'furnished him by AREED o
would not be 	used against that finn. . '. ' to o 

In view of the complicated nature of the case, the Legation does not teel =e 
that it can provide Mr. Jasen with an, '~uthoritative opinion and has informed him ~ 
to that effect in the attached letter, the original. of which ~ been forwarded ,.-!f' 
to the Department for transm1ttalto Mr. Jasen it such action is deemed appropriat'EW 
Also, as the wording of llHBED's memorandUm clearly re~ects that it was intended .. 
for the Legation and not for Mr. Jasen, ,its contents are not being col'llIllWlicated 
to him. 	 ' r 

The Legal, Dlvision of. the DepaTtment may wish to exanine this mat ter .and pass'-C/J 
on to Mr •. Jasen any appropriate adnoe" jjl'a~io,ntoorin place otthat contained tEl. 
in the Legation's enclosed letter ,to Mr.' Jasen. 'ITt 
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r.= ,.,' 
, For the Department r s information, the decree referred to in the ARBED 

memorandum was published in the M~6rial du Grand Ducha de Luxembourg, No. 
31 March 1950. This issue' of the M&norta1 was ,sent to, the, Department' under 
cover of the Legation1sOM dated May 23,1950. ' , 

, ,., t ':' 

':, ~""":" " 

" , ' ((\ \ ' 

Enclosures t ' . (j/ " ' ",., ,',' , . ' 
, 1. Letter fran Mr. Jasen to the U.S. "'onsul, General, Lux~nitlOurg. 

,,2. ,Letter"from Mr~' "'erasen to,the:PresiciEmt, ofARBEDACOipbra'tfon. 
,";;r:.,.:, ~-3. ARBED memorandum. '. '-"~-:. .'. f,;"' '* 

4. Letter to' Mr., Jasen (4'copies) 
~;. :f ': "- ..,;t . 
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K.F. Jasen I 

108-48 	68th Avenue Forest Hills, L.I. 
September 15,1952 

,;1 

t!'u.s. Consul General 	 "'" '.,", 

Luxembourg 

Dear Sirs-

Enclosed please find copy of a letter I wrote to the ARBED Corporation, 
Luxembourg. This letter is self-explanatory. . 

There is a possibility that other people will have similar problems ' 
or may 'have written':, to you previously. ' ' 

ArrtI advise or help your office could e~end to me will be highly
appreciated. . 

Very respectfully yours, 

,K.F. Jasen 

Encl. 

L· 
UNCIASSIFIED 

339229'DECLASSIFIED 

. 1 AUil~ori:YLI!tfIO 9'~~t' 2

: By WI)/' NAPA Da~ 



K.F. Jasen 
108-48 68th Avenue 

l'.,Page', " of , 2 
Ene!. No,--...?,'<-.-_ 
Desp. N<?; 791'~r ' 

, (Classification) From jlXemb9~,rg , 

. 

Forest Hills 75, 
New York 

Mr.. 'Felix Chome 

President of ARBED 6arp•. 

,~li~~e, ~e .1a"L;bE3.rt' ,

L-qxeinbourg.;; ,
",. " . \ ," 

On May 27th, 1952 I wrote':to the Aroed Co,tpbration regarding the refund 

i ; of an unwarranted profit' your ,corporat~o~ ha<;i aChieveq. by buyir~Arbed-:eonds 


through the German Government:':fz:p~~e~sh soorces. '. A :copy of this letter 

I 

I mailed to the Chairman of tn(;fJBoard'and the President of the Arbed Corpo",; 

I, ration. The facts in short are as follows:
l 

. f 
l, , MY mother, Mrs. Lisbeth Jacobowitz, a u.s. Citizen, residing at; , 

2107 Broadway, New York, NY., was f'or.ced to leave Germany in 1933. She owned 
$6,000.00 Arbed-Bonds. ,She ,:was notpe.~tted to t,~et~e~e 1?onds along, 
but, l:ia.d to deposit "them 'wltn, the C6mmerz-B9.nk 'in ,Berlin. 'In 1939 the '.Comrierz

;_' .', " 't'~/;' " ,- ,':'" ."";'" r<\ '\,\- ':;l'j",' .ll-; '".-'" \f:~"".' ), -".,,{.", I,

Bank was ..,orderedto hand the Bonds over 'to 'the German Rel.c!:isbank•. '.According to 
. 'mYinf'ormat:l'()li ;:arid'toybui- 'f:i.lesi~af'corPoration bought these bonds in 1939 ' 

from the GermanReichsbank,payingp~rt of the purchase price with blocked 
Marks~ Inasmuch as the 'blocked. Marks were 'traded at a'lower exchange than" 
-the free Mark Youfcorporat'iodprO:Hteo. from this transact~on. . 

. , 

! ! As I wrote in my last letter,I do .not believe that a corporation 

of' your reputation intentionallywuld ;t~e advantage of such transaction 

or if informed would keW tliese profits. . '. , 


I did not ask your corporation, to :replace the" Eonds purchased frOm the 

German Reichsbank. ' I just.'ask ,to pay"ine:thE? d1:ff~tehcebetween the price 


; , your corporation paid to the GermanRe:Lchsbank'a.n~:t-he price your corporation 

would have' had to pay if they acquired the'bohds on"·'the f'ree market. ' 


! 1. I did not receive .any answer to my last lettero'! would please ask you 
to check the correctness of, these facts from your files~ ~An early reply will be 

, highly appreciated••.' 
. '. " :,Yours very truly 

. . . , ,:'K.r. JASE.N
I PS~Copy of' this ,letter has been ' 

~iled to the U. b • Consul General, Luxenibourgo 
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End. No._3oL::-'_ UNCLASSIFIED 
Desp. No. 79

(Clit,;,i/icati<m) 
From Luxembourg 

I,. "I' 'ARBED 
Acieries Reun!es de Burbach-Eieh-Dudelange ' 

Societe Ano~-Siege Social aLuxembourg 
Administration Centrale ' , 

Departement des Finances 

, Luxembourg~ October 4th 1952. 

Service. Finances 

Signet a Mi/CR " , 


Mr. ' C,.-;1i., Walter Howe' 

The' FO'reign Service of the 

United States of America 


22, bo,ulevard 19n. Servais, 
: Luxembciurg 

Dear Sir, 
)',;.: ' .' , 

Referring to your letter of September 25th addressed to Mr. G. Konsbruck, 
Assistant General Manager of our Company, we beg to hand you herewith a ' 
memorandum expounding the case Jacobowitz-Jasen. 

You will easily admit that the attitude of Arbed in this matter is quite 
correct and irreproachable in' a1\V wq. 

": ; ", ,fours very trulyI 
, ' ,~ : ", 

, ', .A.RBED 
:, : Acieries R8unies de 

,',": BUrbach-Eich-Dndelange 
, , . ' ",' " Societe Ahonyme

,', 

" (illegible) (Buck) 
. i' 

1 enclosure 

, 
, I 
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. ,--I_UN_C_LASS=-:-;-IF.,....I--,-ED--,·_----'i ". , Eonel. NN°' . 79 
esp. 0,--..,-,,-_

(ClaiJifcalion) , From Luxembourg 

"'I':" . 

Case,Jacqbowitz-Jasen ~ 
Mrs. Jacobowitz is a German Jewesswho emigrated before the war, leaving 

in Germany Arbed Bonds 5,25% of 1926 representing a nominal value of 36.000,-. 
At present she 11ves in' New York. . . . ' 

Acc'ording to German legislatio~ at that time, she was compelle d , in April 
1939, to offer the aforesaid Bonds .tothe Reichsbank which credited her with 
RM 28.224,- . '. . .... . 
eqUivaient calculated on a purchase value ot 112% and at the exchange rate 
of 1$-4,20 RM. 

Said bonds, of which .the numbers have been made known to us, were bought 
respect. reimbursed by Arbed' as follows: ..... . 

in Holland, during the year 1938::.· '$ nom. 150,
" II ". '. 11 . " Im·:.. · 750,II 

I" LUxembourg " . " " 1939: 	 150," 
"'" 	 II II II. It I 

".," England . ,,' 	 600,-
I 

l 	
tI Belgium " \I 19471' It 150," " t '1 nom. i.800,- i 
in Germa.ny, during the months April ..and May 1939 i 

(Deutsche Golddiskontbank;', , Berlln) II 40200, ,I 
• 1,' J •••• 	 f 

•.1 

$ nom. 6.000, ., 
.) 

1 

'1 
tiuririg these l~~t two;~arSArb~'d' has been pressed by Mr~. Jacobowitz 

J and her son ~.K.F. Jasen of Forest Hi1.ls, U.~.&., in order to obtain an 
indemnity for the 'real, or all.eged spoliation suffered by her.! 

} 
Arbed refused to enter in those views, but agreed to commu.nicate -	 !

J j
1 
" on April 4th,1952 -.to .Mr. Jasen the, details regarding the purchase price 
" i , 	 pilld to the Golddiskontb.ank, sO.as· to enable him to take up the defence 

of his interestsJ) Mr. Jas'en having given a written promise that the ' 
supplied information' wCJU.ld'notbe ·wre·d. by' him against ArbedJ .neither 
judicially nor extra-judicIally. . ., 

In sptte of this praniseJ'Mr. 'Jasen renewed his attempts by letter 
of May 27th,1952, asserting his cla1mby,: unpleasant considerations against 
the Arbed Company, in order to obta!ri'partial compensation for his real alleg~d: 
loss. ,:'::': ", . 

. !~: :. '.,' .: 

Seeing that Arbed paid.: '70% of. the purchase value in dollars and 30% 
in EM and that in 1939 the Sperrmark quoted about 15% of its nominal value, . 
Mr. Jasen thinks that he is ent.itled, ,to'claim from iLrbed 85% of the purchas.e, 
price paid in RM.);. ,;-: "., \1 • 

, I' 
, I,•. ,<".) .t 

L 

•. , .. '1 .. 

'RG 339232 
Entry (P(/{a:so'"":~ 

File 250;4t. /1 ifl " 

Box, .<'f,n.__ 


http:Germa.ny


r-

.. 
, ',:" 

, " ~ \ ," 

, ", , , 

~ • ""Page 3 of 
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/CltUi..ification)
", .' ..... t. '.', ' ~ From Luxemoourg 

"'. ',' , ." ,: 

We have decidedt~'~topco~~~spo~dence with Mr. Jasen, ~or the following I 
reasons: 

1 • .) It does not fall within our dutj,es to' examine whether there has been 
any damage o;r not. We ,do not know if the price of the bonds with Which 
Mrs. Jac'oboldtz has really been, credited, has' finally been confiscated 
by virtue of ,racial rf3gulati,o~, or if Mr. Jasen only c'omplaints of having 
had to sell his Sperrmarks at, an unfavorable rate. 

: • '.' ,,: -.~ , i ' 

Whichever may ~e thf!l.;C!i-us~'. of..;,~~e prejudice Arbed cannot be held res
ponsible for same.' , . :'" . 

,'l'he compulsoJ;'Y. trBJ1Bfer~f bontis:p~yable in foreign currencies affected 
all per~ons living in Germany (Devisenl!nder) and was not limited 
exclusively to the ~eW:s. . 

2.) The injured Qwners :wereentitle'd,to>-vind1cate their rights againSt 
a third party" wtlo p~chase~,.tp.espo;Uated securities, on condition.j 
that the debtor .es.tablishment" be ,notified of an opposition, prior to'J 

August 1st; 1950!at,·the.lateSt~.(.Art.:· 4 of the Grand Ducal Decree of 
.,1 March 28th 1950)., , .". ,"
,.;" 
i 

~ No oppositi9m haseverbeennotif:ted.to Arbed. 
. " '. ' . " .-;. ;'."'l'i 

,',t', "" • '. 

3. ) Among the bonds which Mrs•. :.Jacobowitz pretends having been compelled 
to transfer to theReichsb~;~n.1939, appears ,the bond No. 13253. 

j Now, this bond has. alrea<tr, be,en'bought by Arbed on August 31st,1938. 
\> 

1 , This fact prayes that.;, .the .: etat~~nts made by the applicants fU"e, not
1 to be accepted without verifica.tion. . . .. . 

4.) Mr. Jasenhas.,.:ple~ed:b.imBelf-':in~wrlting not to utilize against Arbed 
the information ob~ained from her regarding her purchase price. ' 
Nevertheless he is doing .. so. 

" t. 
5.) For the. sake of coin.pleteness:~e.add:thatan agreement was signed ~,. 

in Luxembourg~fon .sep~anber .loth; ,19>2 ;between the Federal Republic of 
GermaI\V .and the Republic of":l;srael"with regard to the indemnification 
of Israiites having·' su;ffered.a; d.am,~ein consequence ot the racial laws 
enforced in Germany. , ' 

. ~' '1: : ' ',: -:, ~. ~ ":,,;'; " 

. "Luxernbo~g,' Octmber 4th,,1952. 
", > .~ " , .:: .. ,1 t ".'.~. 

, :,.. ,~, ~.'." 

..~,", .. (~ (;.,':., ' . ARBED , 
.', .:4cieri.e$ Reunies de Burbach-Eich;';Uudelange 

, :) '. ,~.: : .. :,' ; ~ ... ' ,!,...,:.~~. Bmciete Anonyme 

L (i1~egible) (Buck) 

~ . , ) ';'," ,', '. ~,' ~ -", " j .. : t • '" •. 


. ,." ,~.\ , ',.' 
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~". '{:"f ''':.,,·~I,'~·'·' ",..::" :'<"~\'. 

339233'DECLASSIFlEO,~ " 
, . ;.: " - -.~ . 

'File Z50A·II4i 
crr,n.__Box 

,.
." .. ,'-, 

http:haseverbeennotif:ted.to


" " • I'. ' ~' " 
, .J, 

, " .. ', 
.<.',. ' 

" , ':R-G"" " .' " '.~., '''~ ,
'-'(;j . '~'., t, ....~ ";,.,.. ..,:. ,'"." -~--.-: 

Entry r: fJf'~~ la:so "":$'4f" .:,,, ,<" DE~LASSfFmp" ..<": 339234 
File 'ZSbA /14/ · AU"\'ri:Y;!lAf~~b z. 
Box q,,~ BylM£NAMD?.t~ ,z%o

_..... - , ., ) 


~, . " 




""~ .' 

.:1 

. 1 

--

.. ,.., ...... ",,' 

, "<, 

," ~ , 

---.;. J 


'1_.. , 

..' ... ' . ,. 

, 
l ••

-',' 

" 

.~ , 

; t

I:' 

_"J..... 

. 

'. ~.' ~ " > 

ryo!l..............~-'c...,.,"""'."' .. 't'.. ' ..... '.. '" 


f . . D~.~: ~ , . uNil~'~"''''"'~'''"''''i 

~ Anal ~--~'., - .... .:..~:..J s5~_..:.~._,;;,'7-.:.'-_ 

"~. , 

RC3' <-q '" 

.:::ev __...:_"., 

Entry C /Jt:::~ J (~sp: ~~. 
FiJe 2.5b,.?t; /1 ifI ' 
Box _'" <fJ', Q_ '339235 

-" ,, 

1 



";, 

•• ~ l. 

, , ~'~; . 
. , ". r: 

,< ,;.", ~ 

"'" " : .. , ........ , " ,1 


-RG _-"",:';-...;..tl___ 

Entry (: t f~ Cf 0 c-sql ~-' 

File 2 ~ /1 ttl . 
Box q,~__ 

• '~ "':l •• . -

3392~6 



---

" , , ' 

"", . 
. . ( 

)' '\.: 
, : 

. ; . 
:..- ,', 

, ,' . 
. ,:, 

.p 

i;t, ;:
J 

~' ""'¢~ 

":&~~I S-:/;~ ebl.as~.saP'.,2~tb.1954~1 


, -,,- ----. /.o.s Speclal War·~:rO.blems DIV1S~'-[~"~

'~/~ \ '~~~L.L:J~>, D8partemeri~ 'ot, State ' ~i .
'" \/;;p~Ct-"'f;j?j lI'asbll16ton D~C.. ; .' 


'~ <~ ~ , 
.;o.J ".; 1St:" iN· , ,;, ,;..... ,; .."'/ '-''I Ij' 

;~\ 
, , ,/ 

" 

~ ';J1:,/t.~~ ~i!:m~~1grated.,to the Un1 t~_d St.ates 6 years asi; t 

1 h, ,·lor to mylmmlgr,at.10n lived In Luxembourg ~ Frai1:~e 

." b.ad a Bank: aocount'ln' Lwte,mbourg at. tae, Banque In .'" : 


--w:It'I~'onale,betore the War.lh~s aooount' had 'been taken awaytn, 

trom us ,upon the ti)nterlngot' the.Na,z1s In Luxemburg and ,0 ~ 

had beentransfe~:r.d by them to..Germany.' ';»t 


I have Inquired after, the:,War,what aad: happened t.•. 
tb.i~ aooount, and the answer was' f'rqm the German War ref'unQ,.t..c 
of'tl•• , that. suoh aooount.s .. ~~, been.colleQt.ed f'romevery OQ.8 
upled' oountry to a German ~Ban1tQaJ.ledIlDle Bank dar Deutsoui 
Arbalt ll , but, that such a Bank, aad Qeased to exlst after th..... , 
oolleotlon of allsuoh fllr1as. ' 
, " I nave. howevera ..c,oPltljOm, the Bank In Luxemburg, -4: 
Showing that my ,aaoount, .~.ef.1.b,een, tranafered te Ge rmany on:u· 
a certaln date, and :,als~, wp.erelt.~ ..bad. been send to. '. >: 

Now I t17 to olalmmy i.CCOQt,and bave been ref'er1:.fQ 
to your otflce,'saY1ne;tha.t, you handle such matters.. .OJi 

.1 would be very,p'leas.d ,1f' you eould let me kno1fl1; 
how I have to g.o, about to put in suob olalm,and also If' YO)'l) 
oould help me 1nmy case .Hop1ne; to have . a reply f'rom yeu 1iG~ • 

, '. Very respeo,tf'ully yours" -n
',.',:",' "~~'4J:Y ~ ::0 

, ' ',' q{;'~~ C rn
0';, " Fre,d.,Trayber ~ 
""'.•.:'f., " 'cC 
U) 
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:/ 870 West ISlst 
\ New York 33, 

January 6,\ 
.. .,.~ 

Adrian s. Fish~r, Esq~ " :~. 


Lege.l Ad vi ser 

Department of ~tste 


Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 

I am in ~eceipt of yourcommunic6tions No. 1086 and 
No. 93 for the' Pre·ss,·involving Jlmerican interests in property in 
alli6d or neutrtll eourit'I'ies seized or blocked as lfenemy!! lH'operty. 

At· the ·outset I would like to state that I run not 
at all certain whether'my claim would be a valid one under Article 
8;:S0i' . the Br,lss61s Agret5inent (Brussels In tercustodial Agreement). 
for the following reasons: . . 

.. I was a resident of .Luxembourg for almost 30 years 
until 1941, most of this time holding the status 01' ~) stateless 
IJorSon, since I had renounced'my German ci tlzenship in an attempt 

.../to become a. Luxembourg citizen.··.I. entered the United states inV· ~~141 8.!-ld ~ecome a U~_ci tizen in 1947. In a prior communication ~ 
from tlle u tate.Department I had been informed that my claim could 
not be en.tertained by you, since I did not become a citizen until .'1 

&lfter my claim.. arose and.wa~n()~ an p..rnerican 2t the time these 
claims carne into existence •. ;However, your above numbered communi
cations were not specific 'on that point, and I am therefore writing 
to ascerte in this.,.··· ..:. , . 

;. ·Mysecond: '_~,.I.eS"L10n r'(;la te s to the type of cLim fal-. 
ling under Article 23, wnich is described as involving property of 
[,ny kind j.n the. countrl,es .in question owned bye corpoY'ation or oth
er enter},Jl'ise. organi.. z,ed uJ}der the laws of Germany, in which co~'pora-. 
'clon or enter;)ri se Americans .have .~py form of participation. Here
tofore, a.nd on fmgus:i:; .22~:: 1947,-'1 m'ailed to the Office of Alien 
P:r:'operty CU:3tod.io.n, iNashj:hgton 20, .. D.C., a ilNotic8 of Claim for 
Payment of Debt,lI, For'ill .APe-le "'1'o,~ cash deposits, uld Various 
stock certificates, including .stock certificates of a corporation 
in which I owned :.bO~b of. the 'stoc1{, nil of which had been trans
fer'red from my ;~ccount in. the.B&nque Internationale a Luxc:mbollrg. 
elm Ivlay 24, 1941, to tl1e.BaI;lk der.Deutschen Arbeit. It is m~ belief 

. that the assets of .the Bank del" Deutschen Arbcit were s(:.,ized as' 
enemy property by . the' Luxenibo,uI'g governmen't after t,he war. I· 
would therefore, liketo:.kq.o~ ..whether my claimiJor the depositr 
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18lst Street 

June 5, 

. '." 

Sta'te Depertm~nt 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: ':-', 

.,' 

I would. very' much apprecia te your advice 

on ths following problem; 


. I am a naturalized citizen of .the United 
r\)States ,.. ;h~v1ng arrived in this countr:r in 19.41, 

'-and a cqu':1:red my ·U.S.· ci ti zens hip in 1947.. From 01 
1919 to .1,941 Iw8.s a resident. of. the Grand-Duchy o 

.0f ~xembourg.:. .L.n 1923 ..... gave u,p my prior natlo l> 
nality{German),l,n'order to become a·Luxembourg • 
citizen, but due to ~he complexities of the na
turali za tion laws of tha t .co untry, by: tbe ou t- - ~ 
break of Wor ld War .11, no na tu raliza tlon~ ba d \ ,,~ 
takenplac~ t~~thiS,.. Blmos t twenty-year period. f AIc;> - · 

.. ' In· 1931 la,cquired a EO% ownership in tm .JL en r 

s to ck of. a corpora t1: on which. owned a . department 01 m 

s tore', ,~s pecializ irig . in hou se ho ld a rti cles, whlc h 0 :::0 

stock+'!heldunt1tl September 1940, when the Ger- en 

man Civil tl.uthor:+tles, which followed the German O· .-< 

Army of 9ccupa tion, .0uB.ted me from ownership and' .. 

. control b9ca-use' 1 was Jewish and named a commts-~ 
~:!1oner. to run the business. Up to that tine I en 
had also' been. a'. d1.r ector, officer and the. manag-:IE 
sr of the, business. ..In· 1941 I was arrested and s: 
.rele·as~(~:·on:condc1tion. that I leave the country o 
immediate~. At: that time my family and I had z 

• th":l 	 :ne cessary papers' for entry into the Ull~d 
~tat~.,s~,and:weleft· for the States at once.~ ;

14+204·· . . . .. ··In1942 mys:tore, which was situated ~xt 
to another department store, which 8peclal~d '" 
~n q 10 thing and textiles, was conne cted by gpe ~ (-Ji 
uermans wi th this clothing establishmi3nt, in or- . ~ 

-----..,0"5"1""'.'-rL~6';'"·~eM:anive"~cO;mmls9ioner I s expense, since the . - \6 
Poli tical ~bjr()~oncerntwas., also owned' by Jews. This con- ~ ~ 

'. nection cou~d fve·ry·easily be done by breaking <i"-. 
o:;1.:2;stfted •• J...7. ..d!Jw.r) .th.e. ..\l/ta.l.J~lwhich separated the two buIldings. j ::--...: 

.' .' d ~.ter in.. 1942ithe:combined concerns. were bought r ~ 
h <O(C1e__,:.: ..:.~~..:._._~,.:by·a·G·e·lhhan:···fInithe contract of s.ale it was "' 
(;'~J"oeCi'·...... ~ •••••spe.oifi«}ar:tlf",·provldedthat bot~ stores ,were be- \)'.n 
",:,'~:w~~ ....... ~ 
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S ta te DepartIile~t .' --2-· June 5, 1950 
.:, , 

" 

duririgtte war 't,he major items for sale were 
those which hadprevioU'sly been sold by my 
'~store. ' , ',. 

'After the liberation of Luxembourg by the 
Ameri can Anny, ' the' ow ners of the neighbor1ng 
~ tore, ,who ha d spent the wa r ye a rs in ne 1Il tra 1 
ll,;uropean' crunt,ries,1 returr.e d and took posses

"s,ionof bbth,:,s,tore's. At this time the saI!1e 
separation wh~·chhad prevailed be fore th~ war 
was'still maint'alrred in ,the stores, that is, 
household art! cleswere being carried in my 
parto,f t rn .store, whereas clothing and relat
ed me rchan dis e: were sold in the ot her s to re. 
Upon th3 ir. return ,the owners of the clothing 
articles moved 'all the merchandise from my 

'store to ..thei.r~:part, and the two buildings 
were aga·ln sepa:'rated by a wall. 

.'" : 

, '., In ,1946s1iit was inst1tu ted by the c orpo
. 'ration"of, w'hich J.. owned 50% of the stock. In 

'1948,' because no progress was made in the ac
tion and trJ9!'9 were continuous delays and pro
'crastinations by the attorneys for the other 
side" r 'pers onally went to Luxembourg and was 
successful in',:te.v·mg the case com up for trial. 
In, 1949a,decision;,was rendered which held that 

. .' • , t ' •

tpe':Ge"rmans- had ac:h1.e ve d a diss 0 lutionof tha, 
firm by:: reas:on':·,:of.;th is 00 ns oli dat ion' an d that 
ther$lfo re my' corpo ra tion could not recover. 
However'~ the ,,~;~embourg Gove rnrr.e nt in Exile 

1 n 1942 hB.d itse-lf passed a law declaring a~l 
laws passed by the Germans null and '\Oid. von
sequently ·the,: 'law passed by the Germans, wh ic h 
p a rm it te d .them to expe 1 "Je'vv'f13'n owner s fro m the! r 
',concerns and ... in:., the ir stead to appoint commie .. 
sioners who .~,oulddispose over the' property" is 
al so il J.s gal.' ,This law was 
(Ie d . .in" the rende-'r! n g of t he 

~ ". . '" ,-' 

"" "':Similar cases in other 
e,speclally France,' which has 
re Id that a· going, concern is 
liquidated by the fact that 
and'r~m()ves·ne rcllandi se • The 1 egal owne r in 
these,·'cases," do'as' 'no t lose the owna'rship 0 f the 
busines:s,' butd ,:on·;tl:e cont rary, the buyer des 19
nated,by the Germans is to b9 considered as a 
provis'ional' oa.retake r; who is forced to return 
t'[f) busine'ss',t'o: its rightful owner wi th all the 
merchandise tner6in as well as the prof! ts for 
the pe riod '~,' ' .. , 

.' / ~ ,'." j., ~ 

~<'t ',:, "., '~ :.' .' 
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Sta te Depar,tre nt -3- June 5, 1950 
.'.. 

,In'spiteoi' its own 18w, which dec'lared all 

German laws,lns6'i'aI',as they applied to Iuxem

boull-, inva.lid, t:re 'Luxembourg court has denied 

me, 'wha t '.I. "CO n.:::!:W:er, the mos t e lanentary jus tice, 

and I think t1iis·:\.s, in violation of my rights as 


'an A.meri can ,ct ti zen • 

.1n 'addi tion,. I am unable to r-8cover i'or any 
of mY war damages an d'losses of a:ll my other pro
perty, which.J. was forced to leave behind as 'a 
result ,of my expulsl'on from the country, re caus e 
I, am, no' ta: clt1.sen of,',ltu:.embourg, si-qc e the law 
provi'des ,onlyfor>'rest1tution to Luxembourg ci- ,--_
t,izens'. ", ':,' ',,, ,;, ;,' ,,,, " ',,, ,"', .. ,,' ,""" ",' 

_i. t' 

J. would appre'clateyour advising m9 wheth

er ,I, asan,A.na rican 'cit1.zen, have any rights in, 

tra tm t.ter.,· "'" 


" \ 

Thanking ,you".for any assistance you may be 

able to 'g1:v:e"tm , d :am,. 


"l '$ 
,':'" ., :.' . ,~ 


, "',' .' '.:~ . 


, " 2~~ 
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